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New-Jersey  Committee  of  Safety  order  three 
Battalions  of  Militia  to  be  drafted  for  the 
assistance  of  New-York,    -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  New-York  Committee  of  Safety  to 
the  President  of  Congress, 

Articles  of  Agreement  with  Abraham  Living- 
ston for  the  supply  o(  the  Troops,       -        - 

Letter  from  Isaac  Sears  to  New-York  Com- 
mittee of  Safety, 

Testimony  of  Godfrey  Shew,  as  to  the  un- 
friendly disposition  of  the  Mohawk  Indians, 

Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  the  President 
of  Congress,      ------ 

Letter  from  General  Wooster  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  recommending  to  their  notice 
Major  Zedwitz, 

Letter  from  General  Arnold  :  Condition  of  the 
Army  before  Quebeck,  .  .  -  - 
26,  Letter  from  Gershom  Mott  to  Captain  Goforth : 
A  detachment  yesterday,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Dubois,  attacked  and  defeat- 
ed several  hundred  Canadians;  it  was  not 
the  enemy's  main  body,      .        .        -        - 

26,  Letter  from  Winthrop  Sargent  to  Gen.  Wash- 
ington,     ------- 

27,  Letter  from  John  Thomas  Boucher  to  Maryland 
Council  of  Safety,  for  permission  to  quit  the 
service  of  that  Province,  and  enter  into  that 
of  Virginia,        .         -         -        -         - 

27,   Letter  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  Co 
lonel  Magruder,         -         .         -        . 

27,  Letter  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to 
John  Yost,  contractor  for  making  Muskets 
for  the  Province,         -         -         -         -         - 

27,  Letter  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to 
Lieutenant  Boucher:  Accept  his  resigna- 
tion, and  wish  him  success  in  the  command 
of  the  Potomack  Fleet,       -         -         - 

27,  Letter  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to 
Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  .         -         -         - 

27,  Cato  to  the  People  of  Pennsylvania :  On  the 
improbability  of  receiving  assistance  from 
foreign  powers,  and  against  Independence, 

27,  Letters  from  the  New-Jersey  Committee  of 
Safety  to  the  President  of  Congress :  They 
have  ordered  three  Battalions  to  march  to 
New-York,        ------ 

27,  Letter  from  Doctor  Franklin  to  Lord  Stirling: 
Request  him  to  engage  a  Sloop  at  New- 
York  to  take  the  Commissioners  to  Albany, 
on  their  way  to  Canada,     .        -         -        - 

27,  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling  to  General  Washing- 
ton :  Every  measure  has  been  taken  to  meet 
General  Howe  should  he  attempt  to  land  at 
New-York,        .        .        .        -        . 

27,  Committee  for  Cow-Neck,  Queen's  County, 
New- York,  enjoin  all  manner  of  persons  to 
break  off  every  kind  of  civil,  mechanical,  and 
commercial  intercourse  with  Israel  Rogers, 
who  has  counteracted  the  measures  carry- 
ing on  for  the  preservation  of  American 
liberty,      -.--.-. 

27,  Letter  from  William  Smith  to  New-York  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  :  Requesting  a  number  of 
Troops  may  be  stationed  at  the  east  end  of 
Long-Island,  which  in  in  a  very  defenceless 
condition,  and  much  exposed  to  the  ravages 
of  the  Ministerial  Army,     - 

27,  Letter  from  Gilbert  Livingston  to  the  New- 
York  Committee  of  Safety,         -         -         - 

27,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  Lord  Stirling : 
To  avoid  the  exceeding  high  expense  of 
transporting  the  Prisoners  and  their  Baggage, 
they  have  been  sent  down  the  North  River, 

27,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  Governour 
Trumbull,  .-.--. 

27,  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  General  Wash- 
ington,    ...--., 

27,  Petition  of  the  Committee  and  Militia  Officers 
of  King's  District,  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  and  Protection  for  the  County  of 
Albany, 


CONTENTS. 


XLVIII 


507 


508 
-  509 
510 
511 
770 
511 


511 

512 


753 
512 


-  512 

-  513 


513 


-    513 
513 


514 


517 


518 


-    518 


1776. 


518 


-  1413 
519 


519 
519 


520 


521 


27, 
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28, 


Mar.  27,  Letter  from  Major  Barber  to  Moses  Gill,  en- 
closing a  state  of  the  North  Battery  in  Bos- 
ton, -- 

Letter  from  General  Washington  to  Governour 
Cooke :  The  Men-of-War  and  Transports, 
with  the  Ministerial  Troops,  sailed  this  after- 
noon from  Nantasket  Harbour,  .         -         - 

Letter  from  General  AVashington  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress,      .         .         -         -         - 

Return  of  the  Ordnance  Stores  left  by  the  enemy 
in  Boston,  March  17,  1776, 

Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  Nova-Scotia 
to  General  Washington,  praying  his  assist- 
ance that  they  may  be  able  to  give  their  sen- 
timents publickly,  and  join  with  their  little 
strength  the  other  Colonies,  in  preventing 
the  ensigns  of  slavery  from  being  set  up  in 
any  part  of  this  great  empire. 

Detail  of  Guard  in  the  Cambridge  Department, 
March  -21,  1776,        .        -        -        - 

Detail  of  Guard  in  the  Roxbury  Department, 
March  21,  1776, 

General  Orders,  from  March  25  to  March  27, 

Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  General 
Howe,  informing  him  of  the  additional  force 
he  may  expect  from  England  this  year:  The 
whole,  probably  including  General  Clinton's 
and  Sir  Peter  Parker,  will  arrive  so  as  to 
open  the  campaign  in  the  month  of  May  or 
June,         ------ 

Letter  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  :  The  defeat  and  repulse  of  the  Re- 
bels at  Quebeck,  on  the  31st  of  December, 
was  a  great  and  happy  event;  it  is  hoped  so 
severe  a  check  will  deter  the  Rebels  from  any 
other  such  attempts  upon  Quebeck,    - 

Araericus  to  the  People  of  England, 

Letter  from  Robert  Treat  Paine  to  the  New- 
York  Committee  of  Safety,  recommending 
the  erection  of  works  for  the  manufacture  of 
Saltpetre,  ------- 

The  Forester  to  Cato,    -         -         -         -         - 

Committee  of  Germantown,  Pennsylvania 
guiate  the  price  of  Salt,      -         .         - 

Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the 
Keeper  of  the  Philadelphia  Prison,  directing 
him  to  confine  in  separate  apartments,  Mr 
Connolly,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Kirkland 

Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  New- 
Jersey  Committee  of  Safety,  requesting  thera 
to  exert  their  utmost  endeavours  in  expedi- 
ting the  march  of  the  Troops  to  New- York, 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  New- 
Jersey  to  the  President  of  Congress,  - 

Letter  from  William  Burnet  to  Lord  Stirling : 
John  Young,  the  Professor,  who  made  his 
escape  from  the  guard  at  Newark,  was  taken 
at  Elizabethtown,       -         .         .         .         . 

Letter  from  John  Haring  to  New-York  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,         .         -         .         -         . 

Resignation  of  Colonel  Abraham  Lent,  - 

Letter  from  Colonel  Smith  to  New- York  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,        -         -         -         . 

Letter  from  Henry  Wisner  to  New- York  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,        .         -         .         .         - 

Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  Lord  Stirling, 

Marching  Orders  to  Captain  Ebenezer  Stevens, 
of  the  Artillery,  -         .         .         -         - 

Letter  from  Abraham  Livingston  to  John  Mc- 
Kesson,    ------ 

Letter  from  Edward  Gaither,  Jun.,  to  Maryland 
Council  of  Safety,     -         -         -         .         - 

Letter  from  Captain  Henry  to  Maryland  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,     .--... 

Monthly  Return  of  Captain  Henry's  Minute 
Company,  from  Kent  County,     .         -         - 

List  of  Captain  Henry's  Company, 

Letter  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  John 
Hanson,  for  Gunlocks,       .         .         .         . 

Letter  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  Co- 
lonel Beall,  respecting  Gunpowder,    - 

Letter  from  Captain  Macpherson  to  Continen- 
tal Congress,  recommending  the  building 
row-Galleys,       --.... 

Philadelphia  Committee  Proceedings  relating 
to  William  Sitgreaves  and  Peter  Ozeas, 

Concession  of  William  Sitgreaves, 

Acknowledgment  of  Peter  Ozeas, 
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1776.  . 

Jlfar.29,Letter  from  William  Elder,  &c.,  Prisoners,  re- 
questing they  may  be  heard,        -         -         . 
29,   Address  of  Massachusetts  Assembly  to  General 
Washington,      ------ 

General  Washington's  Answer,      -         .         - 

29,  Instructions  and  Orders  to  General  Putnam ; 

to  proceed  to  New- York,  and  take  the  com- 
mand there,       ------ 

30,  Letter  from  Nathaniel  Smith  to  Maryland  Coun- 

cil of  Safety,     ------ 

30,  Letter  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to 
Captains  Kent  and  Henry,  -         -         - 

30,  Letter  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to 
Charles  County  Committee,        .         -         - 

30,  Cato's  fifth  Letter  to  the  People  of  Pennsylva- 
nia :  Against  seeking  foreign  aid, 

30,    York  County,  Pennsylvania,  Committee,  pro- 
ceedings on  charge  against  Robert  Owings, 
Declarations  of  Robert  Owings,      -         .         - 

30,    Recantation  of  Peter  Louderback, 

30,  Letter  from  General  Thompson  to  New-York 
Congress,  requesting  they  will  give  direc- 
tions for  the  protection  of  the  property  of 
persons  who  have  left  the  City, 

30,  Letter  from  Captain  Grenell  to  Thomas  Tred- 
well,  ------- 

30,  Letter  signed  Americanus,  to  the  New- York 
Committee  of  Safety:  Too  many  gentlemen 
are  allowed  to  go  to  Britain,  who  convey 
large  quantities  of  Specie  out  of  the  Pro- 
vince,       ------- 

30,  Letter  from  Elihu  Marvin  to  New- York  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,        ----- 

30,  Letter  from  John  Blackler  to  New-York  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  asking  to  be  released  from 
confinement,     ------ 

30,  Petition  of  Henry  Van  Rensselaer  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  Albany  County,  offering  to  erect 
a  Powder-Mill, 

30,  Letter  from  General  Arnold  to  Silas  Deane, 
giving  him  a  sketch  of  the  strength,  situa- 
tion, and  prospects  of  the  Army:  To  reduce 
Quebeck,  they  have  a  few  small  Cannon, 
(si.\es,  twelves,  and  one  twenty-four  Pound- 
er,) little  Ball,  and  less  Powder, 
Return  of  the  Troops  before  Quebeck,  March 

30th, 

General  Orders  before  Quebeck,   prohibiting 
Inoculation  for  the  Small-Pox,    -         .         - 

30,  Letter  from  James  Warren,  Paymaster-General, 
to  the  President  of  Congress  :  Desires  to  re- 
sign his  office,  .         .         .         -         - 

30,  Letter  from  Mark  Hopkins  to  the  Massachu- 

setts Council :  In  the  election  of  OflScers  for 
the  two  Companies  in  Great  Barrington, 
the  Tories  outvoted  the  Whigs,  and  persons 
unfriendly  to  the  common  cause  have  been 
elected,     ------- 

31,  Letter  from  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  the 

Baltimore  Committee,         .        -         -         - 
31,    Letter  addressed  to  Cato,  Cassandra,  and  all 
the  writers  on  the  Independent  controversy, 
31,    Letter  from  Azor  Betts  to  New- York  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,     ------ 

Letter  from  Colonel  Nicoll  to  John  McKes- 
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Letter  from  Governour  Cooke  to  General  Wash- 
ington :  Twenty-seven  Ships,  undoubtedly 
having  Ministerial  Troops  on  board,  are  near, 
and  there  are  not  eight  bundled  men  in  the 
whole  Colony,  besides  the  Militia,  who  are 
not  half  armed,  .         -         -         .        - 

Letter  from  General  Washington  to  John  A. 
Washington,     ------ 
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SOUTH-CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

Feb.  1,  Second  Session  of  Provincial  Congress,  held  at 
Charlestown,     ------ 

2,  Henry  Middleton  and  John  Rutledge,  two  De- 

legates to  the  Continental  Congress,  pre- 
sented a  manuscript  copy  of  the  Journals  of 
the  Congress,  which  were  read, 

3,  Resignation  of  Claudius  Pegues,  Deputy  from 

the  Parish  of  St.  David;  not  accepted. 
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561 
562 
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Committee  for  publishing  extracts  from  the 
Journals,  from  day  to  day,  .         .        -    562 

Papers  from  the  Continental  Congress  commu- 
nicated,     562 

Lady  and  Daughter  of  John  Stuart  not  permit- 
ted to  leave  his  house  in  Charlestown,  which 
is  placed  under  guard,        -         .         -        - 

Committee  to  wait  on  Mrs.  Stuart,  before  the 
guards  are  placed  there,     - 
Feb.  5,  Return  of  the  Country  Militia,  now  in  Charles- 
town, ordered,  -        .         -         .         - 

Letter  to  the  Committees  of  St.  Bartholomew, 
St.  Helena,  and  Charlestown,  respectively, 
respecting  the  Estates  and  Property  of  John 
Stuart  and  Henry  Stuart,    -        .        .         - 

6,  Bills  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 

thousand  Pounds  ordered  to  be  stamped  and 

signed,      -        - 

Order  for  disarming  the  Insurgents  suspended, 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  in- 
terior parts  of  the  Colony,  -         -         - 

7,  Members  allowed  to  speak  but  twice  upon  one 

question,  ----..- 

Letter  to  Major  Andrew  Williamson, 

Council  of  Safety  to  consider  the  number  of 

Forces  necessary  to  be  raised  for  the  service 

of  the  Colony,  ----- 

8,  Thanks  presented  by  the  President  to  the  De- 

legates of  this  Colony,  for  their  important 
services  in  the  American  Congress,  - 
Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  Re- 
solution of  the  Continental  Congress,  re- 
commending the  establishment  of  a  new 
Government  in  South-Carolina,  if  the  Con- 
vention find  it  necessary, 

9,  Division  of  the  District  between  Broad  and  Sa- 

luda Rivers,       -..--. 
Flag  to  be  used  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  American  Navy ;  presented  by  Colonel 
Gadsden,  .        .         .         - 

10,  Report  of  Committee  respecting  a  form  of  Go- 

vernment;  read  and  considered, 

11,  Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  or  form  of  Go- 

vernment, -         -         -        -         -         - 

12,  Committee  to  consider  on  the  best  method  for 

promoting  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre, 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  present  imposi- 
tions upon  the  publick,  in  the  high  advance 
in  price  upon  the  necessaries  of  life, 

13,  William  Guest,  charged  with  practices  inimi- 

cal to,  and  destructive  of,  the  peace  of  the 
Colony,  committed  to  Prison, 

14,  Prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  Rice  to  be 

continued  until  the  1st  of  May  next,   - 

15,  Committee  to  consider  the  building  of  two  Fri- 

gates for  the  service  of  the  Colony,  - 
Committee  to  proceed  to  Savannah,  to  induce 
that  Colony  to  co-operate  with  this  in  paying 
the  strictest  obedience  to  the  Resolves  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  -  .  .  - 
Mr.  Rutledge  permitted  to  resign  his  seat  in  the 
Continental  Congress,         -         .        -        - 

16,  Letter  to  the  Colony  of  Georgia,     -         -        - 
Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  elected, 

17,  Benjamin  B.  Boote  committed  to  close  confine- 

ment,       ...-.-. 
Motion  to  raise  three  Battalions  of  Infantry,  on 
Continental  establishment,  rejected,    - 

18,  Committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  best 

means  of  raising  a  sufficient  force  for  the 
protection  of  Charlestown,  -         -         . 

19,  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Salisbury, 

North-Carolina,  respecting  Mr.  Dunn  and 
Mr.  Boote, 

Drafts  for  one  thousand  and  fifty  men,  from  the 
Country  Militia,  ordered  for  the  immediate 
defence  of  Charlestown,     - 

Letters  ordered  to  be  written  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  acquainting  them  with  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  affairs  in  this  Colony,  and 
of  the  alarming  intelligence  from  Georgia,  - 

20,  Motion  that  the  Regiment  of  Rangers  be  re- 

duced from  Horse  to  Foot,  rejected. 
Other  motions,  relating  to  the  Rangers,  re 
jected,      -        -         -         - 

21,  Report  of  Committee  on  interior  parts  of  the 

Colony  ;  read,  and  postponed,    - 
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•776.  „  „ 

/'eA.22,  Report  on  the  number  of  Forces  necessary  to 

be  raised  and  kept  up  for  the  service  of  the 

Cohiny,  adopted,        '        '         '        a         ' 

Field-Officers  fur  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen 

elected,    -        -        -         "         '■',,' 
Keepers  of  all  Ferries  directed  to  give  all  pos- 
sible  despatch  to   the   Constitutional  Post- 
Riders  over  their  respective  Ferries,    - 
Commissioners  for  procuring  Rifles,  Muskets, 

&C',  "  ■  "  "  "  "ru" 

Memorial  signed  by  twenty-one  Officers  of  the 
Country  Militia,  now  doing  duty  at  Charles- 
town,  presented  and  read,  .         .        - 

Captains  of  Regiment  of  Riflemen  elected,      - 

Committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  im- 
mediately raising  another  Regiment  of  Rifle- 
men,        ------- 

Petition  of  Robert  Cunningham,  proposing  to 
observe  a  neutrality,  presented  and  read,     - 

Patrick  Cunningham,  and  two  others  of  the  late 
Insurgents,  committed  to  the  common  Jail, 
in  Charlestown,  .         .         .         -        - 

Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  to  rank  as  the 
Sixth  Regiment  in  the  Colony  service,  order 
ed  to  be  raised,  .        -        - 

Appointment  of  Commissary-General  authori- 
zed; his  duties,  &c.,  .         .         -        - 

Field-Officers  for  Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen 
elected,     ------- 

Mar.  l,Captains  for  the  Riflemen  chosen. 

Committee  being  returned  from  Georgia,  re- 
port that  great  opposition  is  made  to  the 
measures  of  Congress  in  Georgia  ;  and  that 
unless  this  Colony  interfered  in  a  forcible 
manner,  exportation  would  speedily  take 
place,        .        .        -        -         - 

Detachments  ordered  to  Greenville  County 
and  to  Savannah,       ... 

Orders  to  Colonel  Bull,  or  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  for  the  time  being,  of  the  South-Ca- 
rolina Forces  ordered  to  act  in  aid  of  Geor- 
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gia,  -------- 

Further  Report  from  the  Committee  on  the 

state  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony, 
Committee  to  form  a  plan  of  Government,  to 

sit  forthwith,  and  report  to-morrow,     -        -    586 

3,  Committee  to  consider  of  ways  and  means  to 

pay  for  services  already  voted,    -        -         -    586 

4,  ReportofCornmittee  on  a  plan  of  Government,     587 

5,  Committee  to  consider  the  best  means  of  erect- 

ing a  Powder-Mill,  and  of  promoting  the 
making  of  Gunpowder,       -        -        -        -    587 

Papers  from  Georgia  received  by  express,  laid 
before  the  Congress,  ....     587 

Committee  to  prepare  Rules  and  Articles  for 
the  better  regulation  and  government  of  the 
Navy  of  the  Colony,  ...         -     588 

6,  Letter  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  Georgia,    -    588 
State  of  the  Paper  currency  in  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  South-Carolina,      -        -        -        -    588 

Report  on  ways  and  means  for  payment  of  ser- 
vices already  voted,  considered  and  adopted,     589 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Pounds,  cur- 
rency, in  bills,  ordered  to  be  issued,  and  the 
publick  faith  of  the  Colony  pledged  for  their 
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to  the  Delegates  for  this  Province  in  Con- 
gress,         716 

Adjourned  to  Monday,  the  20th  of  May  next,     716 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Mar.  1,  Military  Books  purchased  for  the  use  of  the 

Committee,       ......     717 

The  Contractor  for  casting  Cannon  not  having 
performed  any  part  of  his  contract,  is  ordered 
to  be  prosecuted  for  damages,    ...     717 
2,    Money  lent  to  Jacob  Lorch  to  enable  him  to 

erect  a  Powder-Mill,  ....     717 

John  Brice  appointed  First  Lieutenant  of  the     717 
armed  boat  Warren,  ....     717 

Fire-locks  lent  to  Colonel  Shea  to  exercise  his 
men, 717 

David   Rittenhouse   desired  to  make  experi- 
ments in  rifling  Cannon  and  Musket-Balls,     718 
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MfjrA,  Henry  Yelverton  Price,  charged  with  declaring 
himself  a  Tory,  and  inimical  to  the  American 
cause,  and  not  denying  the  truth  of  the 
charge,  ordered  to  be  confined  in  the  County 

Jail, 

5,  John  Mitchell  appointed  Mustermaster  to  the 
Naval  Armaments  and  the  Artillery  of  the 
Province,  .... 

Captain  Brown  ordered  to  raise  fifty  able- 
bodied  men,  for  the  Marine  service  of  the 
Province,  ...... 

His  Instructions,  .         .         .         .         . 

Second  Lieutenants  to  the  different  Armed 
Boats  appointed,        .         .         .         .         . 

Captain  Thomas  Reed  -appointed  second  in 
command  in  the  Naval  Armaments  of  the 
Province,  and  Captaia  of  the  armed  ship 
now  building,    .... 

Survey  of  the  Channel  between  Reedy-Point 
and  the  Pea-Patch,  ordered,        .         .         . 

Committee  to  superintend  the  Provincial  Ma- 
nufactory of  Gun-locks,      -         -         .         . 

The  Commodore  directed  to  order  down  to 
Fort-Island  three   of  the  Armed  Boats 
remain  there  until  they  are  relieved,    - 

Application  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  Con 
gress  to  lend  them  arms,  cannot  be  complied 
with,  as  the  Armed  Boats  are  unprovided 
with  arms ;  the  Association  is  in  a  deplora- 
ble situation  from  the  like  cause,  and  the 
Province  in  general  stripped  of  arms  to  sup- 
ply the  neighbouring  Colonies, 

Captain  Samuel  Davidson  appointed  to  com- 
mand the  Floating  Battery,         .         .         - 

Captains  Richards,  Falconer,  and  Reed,  au- 
thorized to  fix  Signals  for  giving  alarms  at 
Cape  Henlopen,  and  other  proper  places  on 
the  Bay  and  River  Delaware,      ... 

Guard  ordered  for  the  Jail ;  the  Prisoners  there, 
committed  as  enemies  to  the  country,  having 
raised  a  dangerous  riot,  assaulted  the  Keepers, 
and  now  stand  on  their  defence,  threatening 
to  break  the  Jail  and  release  all  the  Prisoners, 

Guards  ordered  at  the  Powder-House,  State- 
House,  Fire-Rafts,  and  Magazine, 

Officers,  prisoners  of  war,  now  in  Philadelphia, 
required  to  repair  to  the  places  allotted  for 
their  residence  by  Congress, 

The  Chevaux-de-Frise,  built  at  Gloucester,  to 
be  placed  at  Fort-Island,    -         -         -         - 

Thomas  Forrest  appointed  Captain  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Marines,  to  be  employed  on  board 
the  Floating  Battery, 

Advertisement  requesting  information  from  all 
persons  of  Sulphur  Ore,  in  this  or  any  neigh 
bouring  Colony,         ... 

The  Commissary  ordered  to  distribute  two  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  Provincial  Arms  between 
the  four  Battalions  now  in  Philadelphia, 

Instructions  to  Captain  Thomas  Forrest, 

Regulations  of  Pay  and  Rations  of  Officers  of 
the  Naval  Armament, 

Committees  in  the  different  Counties  requested 
to  suffer  Mr.  Smith  to  send  the  Arms  he  has 
purchased  to  Virginia,        .... 

Agreement  with  Thomas  Bidwell  for  refining 
crude  Saltpetre,  .         .         .         .         - 

Commodore  Caldwell  directed  to  send  Officers 
on  the  Recruiting  Service  to  New- York, 

Orders  with  respect  to  the  Ammunition  and 
Arms  of  the  several  Battalions  in  the  City, 

Francis  Feauss  and  Edward  Yorke  appointed 
Lieutenants  to  the  Provincial  Ship,     - 

Pay  of  Officers  on  board  the  Provincial  Ship,  - 

Certificate  to  Messrs.  Knight  &  Green,  that 
they  are  authorized  to  import  from  North- 
Carolina  six  hundred  barrels  of  Naval  Stores, 

Committee  to  agree  with  William  Henry  for 
making  two  hundred  Rifles,        .         .         - 

Thirty  stand  of  Arms  furnished  the  Brigantine 
Lexington,  Captain  Barry,  in  the  Continen- 
tal service,  fitting  out  for  the  protection  of 
the  Trade  of  the  coast,      -         -         -         - 

Henry  Yelverton  Price  discharged  from  con- 
finement; but  if  found  in  the  City  after  three 
days  to  be  recommitted,     -         -         -         - 

Committee  to  fix  on  proper  places  upon  the 
River  Delaware  for  erecting  Fortifications, 
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31,  Vessel  sent  to  bring  back  McBean  and  David- 

son, on  their  way  to  the  Man-of-War  in  the 
Bay,  with  a  Pilot-Boat,       ....     733 
^pr.  1,  Mr.  McBean  brought  before  the  Committee, 

examined  and  discharged,  ...     733 

2,  Orders  for  the  arrest  of  Samuel  Sample,  of 

Pittsburgh,  suspected  of  a  connection  with 
Connolly,  a  prisoner  in  Jail,  dangerous  to 
the  liberty  of  America,  ....  734 
Committee  to  procure  a  Vessel  proper  to  fit 
out  as  a  cruiser  in  Delaware  Bay,  against  the 
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tier  of  Fire-Rafts, 735 
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Court  of  Admiralty, 737 
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15,  Privateer  Sloop  Congress  allowed  a  Pilot,  on 

condition  of  his  being  landed  at  Cape  May,     739 
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Fh-e-Rafts, 739 
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tack the  Roebuck  man-of-war,   ...     744 
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Armed  Boats'  returning,     ...         -     744 
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Apr.  1,  Letter  from  Valentine  Standley  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress :  Offers  to  take  the  place 
of  Richard  Standley,  who  has  sunk  himself 
so  far  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  man  as  to  re- 
sign rather  than  fight  for  his  country, 

1,  Letter  from  John  Adams  to  General  Washing- 
ton, ...---- 

1,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to 
Charles  Lee  :  Directs  him  to  raise  a  Com- 
pany of  Artillery,       .         .         -        -         - 

1,  Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress  to  the 
Virginia  Committee  of  Safety,     -         .        - 

1,    Letter  from  Samuel  Tucker  to  the  President  of 

Congress, 

Return  of  the   First  Battalion  of  New-Jersey 

Troops,  commanded  by  Lord  Stirling, 
Return  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  New-Jersey 
Troops,  commanded  by  Colonel  Maxwell,  - 

1,  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation 
for  the  South  Ward  of  New-Brunswick, 
New-Jersey,  on  the  charges  against  William 
Steele,      ...---- 

1,  Letter  from  New- York  Committee  of  Safety  to 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-Jersey,  re- 
questing them  to  recommend  sendingspeedy 
supplies  to  New-York, 

1,  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling  to  General  Washing- 
ton :  Preparations  for  the  defence  of  New- 
York,        

1,  Petition  of  Abner  Briggs  to  Provincial  Congress 
of  New-York,  for  leave  to  export  a  cargo  of 
Provisions  to  the  Island  of  Nantucket, 

1,  Petition  of  Isaac  Ryckman,  Jan.,  to  the  New- 
York  Congress,  to  appoint  him  to  such  va- 
cant commission  as  they  may  think  fit, 

1,  Letter  from  Colonel  Hasbrouck  to  the  New- 
York  Congress,  ... 

1,    Letter  from  Charles  Smith  to  Captain  Vande- 
■  put:  He  is  a  close  prisoner  in  New-York,   - 

1,  JiCtter  from  Gfeneral  Heath  to  the  New- York 
Committee  of  Safety,  .... 

1,  Letter  from  Colonel  Hazen  to  General  Schuy- 
ler :  Is  intrusted  by  General  Wooster  with 
the  command  at  Montreal.  The  Clergy  in 
Canada  are  against  the  Colonies.  The  pea- 
santry have  no  faith  in  the  stability  or  the 
solvency  of  the  Congress.  The  keeping  of 
the  country,  according  to  the  present  ap- 
pearance of  affairs,  is  entirely  against  us,  - 
Letter  from  Gershom  Mott  to  Captain  Goforth  : 

Action  with  a  party  of  the  Canadians, 
Letter  from  John  Brogden  to  Captain  Goforth, 
Letter  from  Captain  Goforth :  The  Canadians 
have  been  hardly  treated,  .... 

1,  Proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Con- 
necticut, --..... 

1,    Letter   from   J.  Waters,  Jun.,  to   Governour 
Trumbull :  Intelligence  has  just   been   re- 
ceived that  twenty-one  Vessels   were  yes- 
.  terday  seen  off  Newport,  Rhode-Island, 

1,  Letter  from  Colonel  Salionstall  to  Governour 
Trumbull :  An  express  has  been  received  at 
Westerly,  from  Cfoloncl  Babcock,  advising 
that  twenty-one  Ships  had  arrived  at  New- 
port,          

1,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress :  Mr.  Eddy,  from  Nova- 
Scotia,  will  lay  the  affairs  of  that  Province 
iuUy  before  the  Congress,  .... 

1,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress :  In  consequence  of  the 
alarm  from  Rhode-Island,  General  Sullivan 
and  General  Greene,  with  five  Regiments, 
each,  have  been  ordered  to  Providence, 
Letter  from  Governour  Cooke  to  General  Wash- 
ington,      

Letter  from  Governour  Cooke  to  the  Officer 
commanding  the  four  Regiments  of  Conti- 
nental Troops  on  their  march  to  New- York, 
General  Orders  from  March  28  to  March  31,  - 

1,  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  Joseph 
Reed  :  Mr.  Temple's  account  of  the  favour- 
able disposition  of  the  Ministry  does  not 
correspond  with  their  speeches  in  Parlia- 
ment. If  the  Commissioners  do  not  come 
with  full  power  to  treat  with  the  Congress, 
they  come  to  distract,  divide,  and  create  as 
much  confusion  as  possible,       -         -         .     757 
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into    the    causes  of    complaint   subsisting 

there, 1281 

Committee  on  a  Letter  from  General  Ward,    -  1281 
Jonathan   Stickney,  Jun.,   committed    to  the 
Jail  at  Ipswich  for  encouraging  sedition  and 
a  spirit  of  disobedience  to  all  lawful  autho- 
rity among  the  people,       .         -         -         -  1282 
Guardians  for  the  Gayhead  Indians  elected,    -  1282 
Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives,      -  12S3 

19,  Instructions  to  tlie   Committee  appointed  to 

fortify  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  -  -  -  1283 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  importation  of 

certain  goods  contrary  to  the  Resolutions  of 

the  Continental  Congress,  .         -         -  1284 

Richard   Weldon    appointed    Captain   of  the 

Armed  Brigantine  building  at  Dartmouth,  -  1284 
Orders  given  for  fortifying  Noddle's  Island,     -  1284 

20,  Report  of  Committee  on  the  disposal  of  the 

warlike  Stores  lately  imported  into  Dart- 
mouth,     ..---.-  1285 

Committee  on  a  Letter  from  the  President  of 
Congress,  ------  1285 

Captain  Fisk  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Armed  Sloop  building  at  Salisbury,     -         -  1285 

Names  of  the  five  Armed  Vessels  now  building 
in  the  Colony:  Independence,  Rising  Em- 
pire, Tyrannicide,  Repubhck,  and  Freedom,  1285 

Message  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
representing  the  absurdity  of  issuing  Com- 
missions in  the  present  style,      -        .         -  1285 

22,  Committee  to  prepare  amendments  to  the  Bill 

for  fixing  out  Armed  Vessels  for  the  defence 
of  America,        ..-.--  1286 
Directions  given  for  the   more  expeditiously 
making  the  Fortifications  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  Town  and  Port  of  Boston,  -  1286 
Representation  of  Nathaniel  Barber,       -         -  1287 
Military  Officers  appointed,  -         -         -         -  1287 

23,  Further  directions  for  the  defence  of  Boston,   1287 
Committees  of  every  Town  in  the  Colony  di- 
rected to  take  possession  of,  and  lease  out 

the  Estates  of  all  persons  who  have  joined  the 
unnatural  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,   1288 
Committees  required   to  return  to  the  General 
Court  the  names  of  all  persons  who  have  in 
any  manner  acted  against,  or  opposed  the 
rights  or  liberties  of  this  country,        -         -  1288 
Adjutants  for  sundry  Regiments  appointed,     -   1289 
Sea-Coast  men  entitled  to  one-third  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  vessels  and  cargoes  taken  by 
them,        ---..-.  1290 
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Jlpr.  24,  Encouragements  offered  for  raising  Hemp'and 
Flax,         --.-... 

Payments  ordered  for  losses  in  the  battle  of 
Lexington,         ...... 

Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour  of  Bos. 
ton  authorized  to  employ  an  additional  num- 
ber of  men, 

Memorial  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Har- 
vard College,     -         -         -         -         .        . 

25,  Further  powers  given  to  the  Committee  for  for- 

tifying the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston,    - 
John  Hill,  an  assistant  to  Crean  Brush  in  his 
late    unwarrantable  and  highhanded   thefts 
and  robberies,  to  be  arrested  wherever  he 
may  be  found,  ...... 

Provision  for  the  return  of  the  Poor  of  Boston 
and  Charlestown,       -         -         .        .         , 

26,  Payment  ordered  for  the  losses  of  Colonel  Par- 

ker, slain  in  the  battle  of  Charlestown, 

Act  passed  for  executing  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress recommending  the  disarming  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  Colonies,      -         .        . 

Petition  of  Eleazer  French,  who  was  wounded 
in  the  engagement  on  Bunker's  Hill,  . 

Shares  of  Prize.money  to  the  Officers,  Seamen, 
and  Marines,  of  the  Armed  Vessels  of  the 
Colony,    ....... 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  re- 
commending the  raising  of  another  Regi- 
ment for  the  defence  of  Boston, 

29,  Inhabitants  of  the  Seaport  Towns  in  the  Co- 

lony, recommended  to  use  their  utmost  en- 
deavours to  proceed  in  the  manufacturing 
of  Salt, 

Petition  of  John  Stevens,  confined  in  Prison 
as  a  Spy,  ...... 

Further  regulations  to  prevent  impositions  in 
obtaining  premiums  for  the  manufacture  of 
Saltpetre,  ...... 

Encouragement  to  Seamen  to  enter  the  Colony 
service,     ---.... 

Uniform  of  the  Officers  in  the  Sea  service  to  be 
green  and  white,         .         .        .         - 

Colours  of  the  Colony  Armed  Vessels  to  be  a 
white  Flag,  with  a  green  Pine-tree,  and  an 
inscription,  "Appeal  to  Heaven," 

30,  John  Hill  to  be  examined  by  the  Justices  ap- 

pointed to  try  Associators  and  abetters  of 
the  Ministerial  Army,         .... 

Committee  to  consider  some  plan  of  discipline 
for  the  Militia  of  the  Colony,      -        .         - 

Field  Officers  for  Boston  Regiment  appointed. 

May  1,  Timothy  Pickering's  plan  of  Military  Discipline 

to  be  hereafter  used  and  practised  in  the 

Colony,    ..---.. 

Further  authority  given  to  the  Committee  for 
fortifying  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston, 

Committee  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
practicability  of  cutting  a  navigable  Canal 
through  the  Isthmus  which  separates  Buz- 
zard's Bay  and  Barnstable's  Bay, 

Act  passed  for  executing  the  Resolve  of  the 
American  Congress  for  disarming  such  per. 
sons  as  are  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  Ame- 


2,  Time  for  the  Premiums  for  erecting  Powder- 

Mills  extended,  .        .        .        -        . 

Guards  ordered  to  be  stationed  at  some  parts  of 

the  Sea-coast,  near  Boston,         -        -        . 

3,  Encouragements  for  making  Fire-Arms  and 

Saltpetre  in  the  Colony,     -        -        -        . 

Further  powers  given  to  the  Committee  for  for- 
tifying the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston,     . 

Letter  to  the  Indian  Chiefs  of  the  Penobscot 
Tribe, - 

4,  Further  powers  given  to  the  Committee  ap- 

pointed to  take  possession  of  the  Real  and 
Personal  Estates  of  the  Mandamus  Counsel- 
lors and  others,  -        -        -        -        - 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  Accounts  of  the  Guardians  of  the  several 
Indian  Tribes  in  the  Colony, 

Message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
specting Prisoners,     -        - 

Further  powers  given  to  the  Justices  directed 
to  bring  before  them  persons  resident  in  Bos- 
ton, suspected  of  aiding  the  enemies  of  the 
United  Colonies,        -        -        -         - 
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Payment  ordered  for  losses  at. the  battle  of 
Charlcslo'vn,     ------ 

Act  passed  for  fixing  out  Armed  Vessels  to  de- 
fend the  Sca-coasi  of  America,  - 

Appraisement  of  the  Fire-Arnis  left  by  the  Bri- 
tish Troops  in  Boston,        .         -         -         - 

Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour  of  Boston 
appointed  a  Committee  of  War, 

Thomas  Crane  appointed  to  carry  on  the  manu- 
facturing of  Gunpowder  in  the  Colony  Mill 
at  Stoughton, 

Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour  of  Boston 
directed  to  prepare  a  number  of  Fire-Ships 
and  Rafts  to  annoy  the  enemy's  Ships,  if  they 
should  again  return  to  Boston  Harbour,       -   1311 

Committee  to  fit  out  two  swift-sailing  Vessels 
to  cruise  on  the  Coast  of  America,  and  give 
intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  ene 
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10,  The  three  Regiments  raised  by  order  of  the 
Greneral  Court,  placed  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  of  War,      .         .         -         - 

Payment  ordered  for  losses  at  the  battles  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  Lexington,  and  Charlestown, 

Committee  of  War  appointed  and  vested  with 
all  the  powers  of  the  Committee  for  fortify- 
ing the  Harbour  of  Boston,         -         .         - 

Payment  ordered  for  losses  sustained  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,       .         .         .         - 

List  of  the  Acts  passed  during  the  session, 

Assembly  dissolved,      .         -         .         -         . 
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NORTH-CAROLINA   PROVINCIAL   CONGRESS. 

The  Congress  met  at  Halifax,        -         .         . 

List  of  the  Members  returned  for  the  respective 
Counties  and  Towns,  -         -         .         . 

List  of  those  who  appeared,  subscribed  the 
Test,  and  took  their  seats,  -         -         -         - 

Samuel  Johnston  chosen  President,  and  James 
Green,  Jun.,  appointed  Secretary, 

Freeholders  of  Halifax  authorized  to  elect  a 
Delegate  in  the  place  of  Willie  Jones,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Continental  Congress  Super- 
intendent of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Southern 
Department,      -..-.. 

John  Webb,  elected  in  place  of  Willie  Jones, 
took  his  seat,    ------ 

Committee  to  inquire  into  and  report  the  quan- 
tity of  Ammunition  in  the  Province,   - 

General  McDonald  admitted  to  his  parole  on 
certain  conditions,      ----- 

Letter  from  Colonel  Moore,  enclosing  general 
Field  Return,  and  also  a  Return  of  the  Tories' 
Property  in  his  possession,         -         .         . 

Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  usur- 
pations and  violences  attempted  and  com- 
mitted by  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  against  America,    -         .         .        . 

Committee  on  disposing  of  the  Effects  of  Go- 
vernour  Martin  within  the  Province,  - 

Committee  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Insurgents,  and  other  suspected  persons,    - 

Other  Members  appear,  subscribe  the  Test,  and 
take  their  seats,  .        .        -         -         . 

Reverend  Mr.  Ford  appointed  Chaplain  to  the 
Congress,  --.... 

The  Congress  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  present  state  of  the  Province,  and  the 
expediency  of  employing  a  military  force 
for  its  defence  against  foreign  and  domestick 
invaders,  ----... 

Two  Battalions,  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pri- 
vates each,  ordered  to  be  raised, 

Committee  to  form  a  proper  Commission  for 
Privateers,  --.-.. 

Committee  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Mi- 
litia, ---.... 

Committee  of  Secrecy,  Intelligence,  and  Ob- 
servation, -----. 

Colonel  James  Moore  and  Colonel  Robert 
Howe  appointed  Brigadier-Generals,  - 

Field-Officers  of  the  First  and  Second  Regi- 
ments appointed,       -         .         .         .         . 

Colonel  Allan  McDonald  admitted  to  his  parole. 

Committee  on  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of 
Carteret  County, 
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of  Provisions  and  bar-Iron  to  Rhode-Island 
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cases  of  the  City-Hall  and  the  Exchange,  for 
the  use  of  the  publick,       .        .         -         - 
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County,    ------- 
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J>/ar.  27,  John  McDonald  directed  to  examine  certain 
Lead  Mines  in  Orange  and  Dutchess  Coun- 
ties,' ------ 

Committees  of  the  several  Cities,  Counties, 
Manors,  Townships,  Precincts,  and  Dis- 
tricts, recommended,  forthwith,  to  cause  to 
be  disarmed  all  persons  who  are  known  to 
be  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America, 

28,  Cornelius  Humphrey  appointed  Colonel  of  the 

First  Minute  Regiment  in  Dutchess  County, 
Election  of  sundry  Officers  in  Fredericksburgh, 
Dutchess  County,  .  -  -  -  - 
Application  from  the  Committee  for  Suffolk 
County,  for  additional  Troops,  the  east  end 
of  Long-Island  being  much  exposed  to  the 
ravages  of  the  Ministerial  Army, 

29,  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  at  the  Fortifi- 

cations in  the  Highlands,  stating  their  diffi- 
culties in  prosecuting  the  works, 

30,  Colonel  Trumbull  authorized  to  take  posses- 

sion of  the  Cellars  of  the  Hospital,  for  storing 
Provisions  for  the  Troops,  -         .         - 

Passport  for  Gerard  G.  Beekman,  a  friend  to 
the  cause  of  American  liberty,  to  go  to  Bris' 
tol,  in  Pennsylvania,  ... 
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Continental    Company    of  Artillery   to   be 
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Cannon  and  Lead-Mines,  -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  Henry  Wisner,  stating  the  progress 
made  in  the  manufacture  of  Gunpowder,  at 
his  Mill,  in  Orange  County, 
Answer  to  Mr.  Wisner  :  As  fast  as  the  Powder 
is  cured  it  should  be  sent  to  Fort  Constitu- 
tion, ---.-.. 
Prisoners   from    Albany,  taken  at  St.  Johns, 

sent  to  New-Brunswick,  in  New-Jersey 
Permission  given  to  send  Provisions  to  Barn- 
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of  Nantucket,    ------ 
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Return  by  Captain  William  Jackson,  of  the 
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racks for  the  Troops,  .         .         .         . 

Captain  Hamilton  directed  to  place,  and  keep 
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Provincial  Congress  of  New-Jersey  requested 
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have,  immediately ;  for  all  intercourse  will 
probably  soon  be  stopped,  as  the  Ships-of- 
War  in  the  Harbour  are  daily  committing 
acts  of  piracy  and  depredation  on  the  inha- 
bitants,    .-.---- 

Captain  Jackson  ordered  to  Fort  Constitution, 

Committee  for  the   City  authorized  to  permit 

the  exportation  of  bar-Iron,  whenever  they 

think  proper,     .... 

Letter  to  Colonel  Nicoll :  Supplies  have  been 
sent  to  the  Posts  in  the  Highlands,     - 
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Jlpr,  3,  A  Member  sent  to  procure  three  or  four  guides, 
requested  by  General  Heath  for  a  particular 
purpose, 

Certificate  granted,  as  a  protection  for  the  Bri- 
gantine  Elizabeth,  sailing  on  Continental 
account,  --..... 

Return  by  Captain  Davis,  of  Suffolk  County, 
and  by  Lieutenant  Marvin,  of  Captain  Grif 
fin's  Company,  .... 

Supplies  ordered  for  Albany  and  Tryon  Coun- 
•  ties, 

Albany  Committee  informed  that  they  cannot 
expect  any  further  supplies  of  Gunpowder 
for  several  months  at  the  soonest, 

John  Murray  and  Michael  Conner  permitted 
to  go  on  board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gor- 
don, --.... 

The  Companies  raised  in  Suffolk  County,  for 
the  Continental  service,  directed  to  remain 
there  for  the  protection  of  the  County, 

The  Mayor  of  New- York  permitted  to  go  on 
board  the  Governour's  Ship,  and  the  Ships- 
of-War, 

Azor  Belts  and  John  Blackler  discharged  from 
Prison,  on  their  respectively  signing  the  As- 
sociation, ...... 

4,  Conference  of  Colonel  Mifflin,  Quartermaster- 

General,  with  the  Committee  of  Safety, 

City  Committee  requested  to  provide,  without 
delay.  Barracks  for  twelve  thousand  men,    - 

Continencal  Troops  permitted  to  pass  and  re- 
pass the  Rivers,  without  charge  for  ferriage. 

Price  of  Firewood  established,        ... 

The  College  in  the  City  to  be  used  as  Barracks 
for  the  Troops,  ..... 

Return  of  an  election  of  Officers  for  a  Minute- 
Company,  in  Brooklyn,      ... 

Rev.  Samuel  Auchmuty  permitted  to  go  to 
New-Jersey  and  return,      .... 

Supplies  furnished  the  Governour's  Ship  and 
the  Ships.of-War  in  the  Harbour, 

5,  Letter  from  General  Putnam,  urging  the  com- 

pletion of  the  Continental  Regiments  with- 
out delay,  ...... 

11,  Little-Barn  Island,  belonging  to  Mr.  Montre. 

sor,  with  the  Buildings  thereon,  to  be  taken 

for  a  small-pox  Hospital  for  the  Army, 
Colonel  Hand,  with  his  Regiment  of  Riflemen, 

stationed  at  New-Utrecht,  to  guard  the  Shore 

of  Long-Island,  .... 

The  Members  of  his  Majesty's  Council  in  the 

Colony  permitted  to  go  on  board  the  Ship 

Dutchess  of  Gordon,  ... 

Letter  from  Colonel  Nicoll :  His  Regiment  is 

not  half  full,  and  not  one  of  them  has  any 

arms,        ....... 

12,  Examination  of  Witnesses  on  charges  against 

Peter  Dubois,    .         .         - 

Mr.  Dubois  reprimanded,       .... 

Committee  of  Richmond  County  requested  to 
provide  Quarters  for  Lord  Stirling's  Regi- 
ment, ordered  to  Staten-Island, 

Captains  appointed  for  Colonel  Ritzema's  Re- 
giment,    ...-.-. 

Permission  given  Lord  Drummond  togo  to  the 
Island  of  Bermuda,    ..... 

13,  Memorial  of  Samuel  Loudon,         - 
Letter  from  President  of  Congress,  enclosing 

Commissions  and  Instructions  for  Comman- 
ders of  Vessels  of  War,      ... 

Captain  Wynkoop  directed  to  inlist  the  num- 
ber of  Mariners  required  by  General  Schuy- 
ler, without  delay,      .         .         .         .         - 

Return  of  Prisoners  in  Jail,  at  New-York, 
17,   William  Mercier  appointed  to  fit  out  the  Armed 
Sloop  Montgomery,  Mr.  Rogers,  Comman- 
der, .....-- 

On  the  complaint  of  General  Washington  of  the 
great  number  of  Taverns  andTippling-Houses 
in  the  City,  tending  to  debauch  the  Soldiers, 
granting  further  Licenses  prohibited,  - 

Application  to  General  Washington  to  obtain 
a  release  of  seven  citizens  detained  on  board 
the  Ships  Asia  and  Phenix,  as  prisoners,     - 

Letters  from  St.  Eustatia  relating  the  capture  of 
two  Vessels,  by  British  Ships-of-War, 

Eleven  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  ordered  to  be 
paid  for  the  Vessels,  -         .         .        -         - 
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conduct  in  apprehending  persons  whose 
conduct  is  inimical,  is  highly  approved,       -  1459 

20,  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Orange,  informing 
them  that  the  drafts  on  the  treasury  have 
been  so  great  that  it  is  become  empty,         -  1459 

24,  Captain  Wynkoop  informed  the  Committee  that 
he  has  inlisted  the  number  of  Seamen  want- 
ed for  the  Lakes,  and  is  ready  to  proceed  by 
the  first  opportunity,  ....  1460 

Sloop  General  Schuyler  offered  to  General 
Washington  on  Continental  account,  at  the 
expense  of  her  purchase  and  outfit,    -        -  1460 
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Mr.  Randall  directed  to  iuform  the  General 
that  the  Provost-Marshal  cannot  continue  at 
the  Jail  witli  his  Prisoners, 

Application  of  Thomas  Vernon  for  a  release, 

Letter  to  the  County  Committees,  requesting 
them  to  exert  themselves  in  disarming  disaf- 
fected persons,  "         "         '         '       i 
Jim.  25,  Complaint  of  Alexander  Moncrief  against  the 
Provost-Marshal  of  the  Army,     - 

Colonel  McDougall  required  to  make  a  return 
of  his  Regiment,        -         -         -        -         - 

Letter  to  General  Schuyler,  informing  him  of 
their  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  Command 
ing  Officer  and  Seamen  for  the  Lakes, 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- 
Jersey:  They  have  just  learned  that  Thomas 
Gibson,  at  Fishkill,  and  Robert  Hamblcton, 
of  Westchester,  have  inlisted  a  number  of 
men  for  the  King's  Ships  at  New-York,      - 

Letter  from  Colonel  Drake  to  John  Morin 
Scott, 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  King's  District, 
in  Albany  County,     -        -         -        -         - 

Copies  of  all  the  late  Resolutions  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  relative  to  the  Fortifica- 
tions in  the  Highlands,  directed  to  be  fur- 
nished to  General  Washington, 

Affidavit  of  the  Master,  Crew,  and  Passengers 
of  the  Vessel  procured  to  convey  Lord 
Drummond  and  Doctor  Peter  Middleton  to 
Bermuda,  -         -         -         -         -         - 

Letter  from  General  Washington,  who  desires 
to  know  in  what  manner  and  how  soon  two 
thousand  five  hundred  Mditia  might  be  col- 
lected on  any  sudden  emergency. 

Letter  from  General  Washington,  who  requests 
to  be  informed  how  many  Regiments  are 
raising  in  the  Colony  for  Continental  service, 
and  what  their  state  is  as  to  men  and  arms. 

Letter  to  General  Washington,  in  answer  to  his 
two  Letters,      .         .         -         .         . 

Return  transmitted  with  the  Letter  to  General 
Washington,     .        -        -         -         - 

Colonel  McDougall  directed  to  have  brought 
to  the  City  the  Arms  taken  from  disaffected 
persons,  now  in  the  custody  of  Alexander 
Hunt,  of  Rye,   ------ 

26,   Letter  to  the  Committee  of  King's  District,     - 

Letter  read  from  GovernourTryon  to  the  Mayor 
of  the  City,  informing  hire  that  the  Comman- 
der of  the  King's  Ships  had  burnt  the  Pilot- 
House  near  the  Light-House,     -         -         . 

Letter  from  Captain  Steinrod,         .         .         - 

Captain  Steinrod  promised  a  Commission,  if, 
within  fourteen  days,  he  shall  inlist  a  full 
and  complete  Company,    -         .         -         . 

Letter  from  General  Washington,  -         -         . 

Report  of  Generals  Sullivan,  Greene,  and  Stir- 
ling, upon  Signals  to  be  given  upon  the  ap- 
proach of  any  number  of  Ships  towards 
New-York,        ..... 

Letter  from  the  Committee  of  New-Brunswick 
in  New-Jersey,  with  the  examination  of  Hen- 
ry Smith,  respecting  the  inlistment  of  men 
in  New- York  for  the  King's  service. 

Money  advanced  to  the  Companies  for  erecting 
Powder-Mills, 

Letter  from  the  Albany  Committee, 

List  of  Officers  recruiting  in  the  City  and  Coun 
ty  of  Albany  for  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regi 
ment,       - 

Companies  of  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment,     • 

29,  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Albany, 
Letter  to  General  Washington, 
Letter  to  Delegates  in  Congress,    - 
Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,         -         -         .         .         . 

30,  Passport  to  Comfort  Sands,  a  Member  of  the 

Provincial  Congress,  who  is  about  to  make 
a  journey  to  and  beyond  Albany, 
Letter  from  General  Washington  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety, 

May  1,  Letter  from  John  Jay,  one  of  the  Delegates  in 
Continental  Congress,  respecting  the  Oath 
administered  to  the  Passengers  in  the  late 
Packet,  by  order  of  Governour  Tryon, 
Committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  Let- 
'em.   1482 
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Complaint  by  Francis  Lewis,  that  he  has  been 
charged  with  fraud  in  the  execution  of  a  trust 
to  which  he  is  appointed  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  ......   1482 

Jlfay2,  Examination  of  witnesses  on  the  complaint  of 

Mr.  Lewis,        -         -         -         .         .         .  1483 

Isaac  Gidney  and  Joshua  Gidney,  of  Westches. 
ter  County,  discharged  from  Prison  on  giving 
security  that  they  will  do  no  act  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  the  United  Colonies,  -         -   14S4 

Applicition  from  the  Committee  of  Richmond  • 

respecting  the  supply  of  Troops,  -         .  1485 

3,  Dirck    Wynkoop,  of  Ulster  County,   elected 

Chairman  of  the  Committee,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Paulding,  of  Westchester,  ....  1485 

Certificate  to  Captain  Hunt,  who  is  about  to 
make  a  journey  to  South-Carolina,     .         .  1486 

Return  from  the  Committee  of  Southold,  of 
two  Companies  of  Colonel  Smith's  Regi- 
ment,         I486 

Memorial  of  Dirck  Leffertse,  of  the  City  of 
New- York,  Merchant,  of  his  expenses  and 
losses  from  the  Troops,      -         .         .         .   I486 

4,  Examination  of  Henry  Smith  sent  to  the  County 

Committees  of  Westchester  and  Dutchess,  -  1487 

Committee  of  Fishkill  directed  to  use  their 
utmost  power  to  seize  and  take  Thomas  Gib- 
son  and  Robert  Hamilton,  charged  with  in. 
listing  Trqops  for  the  King,        ...  1487 

Committees  of  Dutchess  and  Ulster  Counties 
directed  to  furnish  Arms,  out  of  those  collect, 
ed  by  disarming  disaflTected  persons,  for  Co. 
lonel  Clinton's  Regiment,  ...  1487 

6,  Letter  from  General  Washington,  respecting 
Peter  Puillon  and  Joseph  Blanchard,  arrested 
for  carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  per. 
sons  on  board  the  King's  Ships,  .         .  1488 

Examination  of  Witnesses  against  Blanchard,    1488 
8,    Examination  of  Thomas  Rliichell,   of  Groat 
Neck,  in  Queen's  County,  respecting  the 
conduct  of  Thomas  Wooley,  of  Cow-Neck,  -  1490 

Captain  Sands,  of  Great- Neck,  directed  to  arrest 
Thomas  Wooley,       .....  1490 

Case  of  Peter  Puillon  examined  into;  who  is 
declared  entirely  innocent,  ...  1491 

City  Committee  request  a  Magistrate  may  be 
appointed  to  administer  an  oath  to  such 
persons  as  they  shall  disarm,      ...  1491 

Letter  from  Captain  Varick,  for  articles  required 
for  the  Lakes,   -.-...  1491 

Colonel  Curtenius  directed  to  forward  to  Alba- 
ny, by  the  first  opportunity,  the  articles  re- 
quested by  Captain  Varick,         ...  1492 


NEW-YORK   PROVINCIAL   CONGRESS. 

May  8,The  Congress  met,  many  Members  having  at- 
tended since  the  1st  instant,  the  day  named 
in  Circular  Letters  from  the  Committee  of 
Safety,      ...... 

The  Treasury  having  been  empty  for  three 
weeks  past.  Bills  to  the  amount  of  one  hun. 
dred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  five  hundred 
Dollars,  ordered  to  be  numbered  and  signed. 

Colonel  Nicoll  relieved  from  further  service  in 
the  Highlands,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Living- 
ston having  been  sent  by  General  Washing- 
ton to  take  the  command  of  the  Fortifica- 
tions there,  ..... 
9,  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Wood, 
for  himself  and  others,  setting  forth  their 
loss  by  the  seizure  of  a  Vessel  by  Josiah 
Martin,  late  Governour  of  North-Carolina,  - 

On  the  application  of  General  Washington, 
Prisoners  on  parole  to  be  sent  to  Goshen, 
in  Orange  County, 

Committee  on  General  Washington's  Letter  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety  on  the  subject  of 
calling  out  the  Militia  on  any  emergency,   - 

City  Committee  inform  the  Congress  that  John 
L.  C.  Rome  has  refused  to  take  the  oath  that 
he  has  delivered  up  all  his  arms,  and  that 
others  have  followed  his  example, 
10,  Letter  from  Charles  Friend,  giving  information 
that  the  Continental  Money  is  counterfeited 
on  Long-Island,         ..... 

Examination  of  Charles  Friend,     ... 
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Colonel  Malcom  ordered  to  arrest  Henry  Daw- 
kins  and  others,  suspected  of  counterfeiting, 

Return  by  the  Committee  of  Newtown  of  Ot^i- 
cers  elected  for  that  Township,  -         -         - 

Committee  to  prepare  an  Amendment  to  the 
Militia  law,  so  far  as  respects  the  disarmed 
Non-Associators,       .         .         .         -         - 

Male  inhabitants  between  sixteen  and  fifty  years 
of  age,  who  have  withdrawn  themselves  from 
the  City  since  the  1st  of  June  last,  required 
to  return  without  delay,  with  their  arms  and 
accoutrements,  -         -         .         .         . 

Directions  for  Captain  Cregier,  of  the  Armed 
Schooner  General  Putnam,         ... 

Examination  of  witnesses  on  the  complaint 
against  Thomas  Wooley,    .... 

Wooley  directed  to  be  confined  in  the  Jail  of 
Queen's  County,  ..... 
May  13,  Letter  from  General  Washington  :  The  pay  of 
the  Militia,  and  the  sale  of  Tea, 

Regulations  respecting  persons  who  are  dis- 
armed on  account  of  their  inimical  princi- 
ples,   

Report  of  Committee  on  General  Washington's 
Letter,  on  the  subject  of  having  the  Militia  in 
readiness  in  case  of  any  sudden  emergency, 
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BALTIMORE    (MARYLAND)    COMMITtEE. 

Jifor.  6,  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety, 

Boat  sent  down  to  reconnoitre  and  bring  intel- 
ligence of  the  Man-of-War,        .         .         . 

Express  sent  by  water  and  another  by  land  to 
Elk,  to  hasten  down  the  Powder  and  Arms 
belonging  to  the  Province,  .         .         . 

Publick  Records  of  the  County  to  be  immedi- 
ately packed  in  chests,  in  order  for  their 
removal  to  a  place  of  safety,       .         .         . 

Breastwork  ordered  to  be  thrown  up  immedi- 
ately at  the  point  below  Jesse  Hollings- 
worth's, 

All  the  light  vessels  in  the  Harbour  to  be  imme- 
diately carried  down  to  Whetstone,  to  be 
sunk  in  the  Channel  to  prevent  the  Vessels 
of  War  from  coming  up,     -         -         - 

Information  received  that  the  Man-of-War  has 
passed  Annapolis,  and  is  standing  up  the 
Bay, 

Return  of  Arms  taken  from  persons  who  have 
refused  to  enrol  as  Militia,  .         .         . 

Committee  to  fit  out  the  Schooner  Resolution 
as  a  tender  to  the  Ship  Defence,  on  the  pre. 
sent  emergency,         .... 

Letter  to  Captain  Nicholson  :  He  must  not  risk 
an  action  with  all  the  enemy's  vessels;  if  they 
prepare  to  attack  him,  he  must  return,  to  he 
ready  to  protect  the  Town,         .         .         - 

Express  from  North-Point,  with  information 
that  the  Otter,  with  her  tenders  and  prizes, 
had  left  the  River  and  stood  down  the  Bay, 

Express  from  the  Council  of  Safety,  that  the 
Otter  was  off  Annapolis,  and  had  sent  a  flag 
to  the  Governour,  demanding  Provisions,     - 

Captain  Nicholson  ordered  to  disarm  those  in 
Back  River  Hundred,  who  shall  refuse  to 
enrol  and  associate,  .         .         .         . 

Council  of  Safety  requests  a  conference  with 
the  Committee  on  a  matter  of  much  impor. 
tance,        ........ 

Letter  to  the  Delegates  in  Congress,  requesting 
the  Continental  Troops  in  Cumberland  and 
York  Counties  may  be  ordered  to  march  to 
Baltimore  on  the  requisition  of  the  Commit- 
tee,  ....... 

Letter  from  Captain  Nicholson,  suggesting  the 
immediate  necessity  of  sinking  the  Vessels 
in  the  Channel  at  Whetstone-Point,  - 

Captain  Phillips  directed  to  attend  immediately 
to  the  sinking  of  them,       .         .         .         . 

Thanks  to  Captain  Nicholson  for  his  resolute 
defence  of  Baltimore  Town,  when  invaded 
by  piratical  robbers,  .         .         .         -        . 

Committee  to  value  the  Vessels  to  be  sunk  at 
Whetstone-Point,      .         .         .         .         . 

Instructions  to  Nathaniel  Smith  and  John  Ful. 
ford.  Captains  of  the  two  Companies  of  Ar. 
tillery  in  the  Province,       .        .        .        - 
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^ar.  15,  Committee  informed  by  Robert  Brown,  who 
had  been  a  prisoner  on  board  the  Otter,  that 
Captain  Squires  said  he  would  burn  I3alti- 

more, 1512 

List  and  value  of  twenty-one  A''essels  at  Whct- 
stone-Point,  intended  to  be  sunk  there  in 

the  Narrows, 1512 

18,    Return  of  sundry  Arms  seized  from  persons 
who  had  refused  to  enrol  in  Back   River, 
Upper  Hundred,  by  Captain  Benjamin  Ni- 
cholson,  --.....  1513 
David  Stewart  permitted  to  transport  twenty. 

five  chests  of  Tea  to  the  head  of  Elk,         -  1514 
Captain  Garritson  directed  to  seize  all  the  fire- 
arms belonging  to   non-enrollers  of  Back 

River, 1514 

22,  Arms  belonging  to  George  Fitzhugh  and  Walter 
Dulany,  seized  by  Captain  Bosley,  returned 
to  the  Committee,  -  .  .  .  -  1514 
25,  Captain  Cockey  appointed  to  seize  the  Arms  of 
the  Non-Associators  in  Back  River,  Upper 
Hundred,  and  Captain  Rutter  those  in  Mid- 
dlesex Hundred,  .....  1515 
^pr,  3,  Return  by  Captain  Garritson  of  Arms  seized 

by  him  from  Non-Associators,    ...  1515 
Returns  of  Companies  for  Baltimore  County, 
certified  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  -  1516 

8,  Alexander  Lawson,  a  Non-Associator,  permit- 
ted to  open  and  retain  possession  of  the  pub- 
lick  Records,    ------  1516 

14,  Letter  from  the  Virginia  Convention,  enclosing 

intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  -  1517 
Letter  to  the  President  of  Congress,  with  the 

intercepted  Letters  from  Virginia,  -  -  1518 
Committee  to  wait  on  the  Council  of  Safety, 

respecting  the  advices  from  Virginia,  .  1518 

15,  All   Non-Associators   and   Non-Enrollers    in 

Middle  River,  Lower,  Soldiers'  Delight,  and 
Patapsco,  Upper  Hundreds,  directed  to  be 
disarmed,  ......  1518 

18,    Letter  from  the  President  of  Congress,  request- 
ing the  apprehension  of  Alexander  Ross,    -  1519 
Papers  of  Alexander  Ross  secured,         -         -  1519 

20,  The  Instructions  to  Captain  Samuel  Smith,  for 
the  arrest  of  Governour  Eden,  declared  by 
Mr.  Purviance  to  have  been  given  by  him- 
self, without  consulting  any  member  of  the 
Committee,      ......  1520 

22,  Statement  in  writing  delivered  by  Mr.  Purvi. 

ance,        ...        -        -        -        -        -  1520 

Conduct  of  Mr.  Purviance  disavowed  by  the 
Committee,  who  declare  that  at  the  same  time 
they  believe  he  was  actuated  by  the  best  mo- 
tives,         1521 

Mr.  Purviance,  Chairman,  and  Mr.  Lux,  Deputy 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  ordered  by  the 
Council  of  Safety  to  attend  the  Council  on 
Monday,  the  22d  instant,  -        -        -        -  1522 

The  Committee  agree  they  may  attend,  though 
the  Council  is  not  justified  in  issuing  the 
order, 1522 

George  Lux,  Clerk  of  the  Committee,  required 
to  attend  the  Council  of  Safety,  with  certain 
papers,     .......  1522 

23,  Letter  to  the    Council  of  Safety,  requesting 

payment  to  the  persons  who  fitted  out  the 
Schooner  Resolution,  ....  1522 
MayG,  Thomas  Constable  convicted  of  offences  tend- 
ing to  disunite  the  good  people  of  the  Pro- 
vince in  their  opposition  to  the  illegal  mea- 
sures of  Great  Britain,  ....  1524 
Captains  Bowen  and  Mercer  appointed  to  dis. 
arm  the  Non-Associators  and  Non-Enrollers 
in  Patapsco,  Lower,  and  Back  River,  Lower, 
Hundreds, 1524 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Jon.l8,  Council  met  at  Annapolis,     -        -        -        -  1523 
Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer  chosen  President, 
and  Gabriel  Duvall  appointed  Clerk,    -         -  1523 
19,    Registers  and  Clerks  of  the  Provincial  Court, 
and  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  required  to 
furnish  a  list  of  their  Record  Books,  and  to 
prepare  for  the  removal  of  the  Records,      -  1524 
21,    Committee  to  prepare  a  Chart  of  the  mouth  of 

the  Severn,        -        -        -        -        -        ■  1524 
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Jan.  22,  Agreement  with  Captain  Pitt  and  Captain  Mid- 
dleton,  for  procuring  intelligence, 
23,    Gunpowder  and  Lead  sent  to  Kent  and  Talbot 
Counties,  ------ 

Charlesi  County  Committee  required  to  send 
Gunpowder  and  Lead  to  St.  Mary's,    - 

29,  Council  met  at  Baltimore,      -         -        -         - 
Committee  of  Baltimore  requested  to  furnish  a 

Chart  of  the  Northeast  Branch  of  Patapsco 
River,  from  Whetstone  Point,     -        -         -  1526 

30,  Information  from  George  Matthews,  Cannon- 

Founder,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Baltimore 
Town, 1527 

31,  Letter  to  the  Brigadier-Generals  of  the  Pro- 

vince, requesting  a  return  of  the  number  of 
Muskets  in  each  Brigade,  .        -        -        -  1528 

Conference  with  Mr.  Alcock  and  Mr.  Masscn- 
baugh,  on  the  subject  of  Fortifications,       -  1528 

Reports  by  Messrs.  Keener,  Messersmith,  and 
Reddrick,  of  the  number  of  Muskets  they 
had  made  for  the  Province,  -        -         -   1528 

Feb.  1,  Committees  of  Observation  for  Frederick  Coun- 
ty requested  to  collect  all  the  publick  Arms 
in  their  respective  Districts,        -         .        -  1529 

Rations  for  the  Marines  in  the  service  of  the 
Province, -  1529 

2,  Committees  in  the  several  Counties  appointed 

to  collect  Gold  and  Silver  for  the  operations 

in  Canada, 1529 

3,  Agreement  with  the  Baltimore  Committee  for 

fortifying   the   Town   and    obstructing   the 
Channel  of  the  River,         -        -        -         -  1530 
6,    Council  met  at  Annapolis,     -         -         .         -  1531 

8,  Order  for  the  removal  of  the  Records,    -         -  1532 

9,  Baltimore  Committee  requested  to  collect  all 

the  publick  Arms  in  their  County,  -  -  1532 
10,   Commissions  issued  to  Officers  in  Dorchester 

County, 1533 

19,    Instructions  to  the  Supervisors  of  the  Saltpetre 

Works  in  the  Province,      -        -         -         -  1536 

21,  The  Treasurers  directed  to  exchange  the  Bills 

of  Credit  of  the  Province  for  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver coin,  lodged  with  them,  to  comply  with 
the  resolution  of  Congress,         -        -        .  1537 

22,  Records  of  Anne  Arundel  County  Court  to  be 

remored  to-morrow,  -----  1538 

28,  Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Anne  Arun- 

del County,  against  issuing  certain  Commis- 
sions,         1539 

29,  Agreement  with  James  Hutchings,  for  the  im- 

portation of  Salt, 1539 
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NEW-HAMPSHIRE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Proceedings  of  the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  Co- 
lony of  New-Hampshike,  u'ho  convened  at  Exeteb, 
as  Delegates  from  the  several  Towns,  Parishes,  and 
places  in  said  Colony,  on  the  21st  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1775,  and  continued  a  Congress  until  the  5lh  day 
of  January,  A.  D.  1776,  and  then  (by  have  of  the  ho- 
.  nourable  the  Continental  Congress)  resolved  themselves 
into  a  House  of  Representatives  or  Assembly  for  the  Co- 
lony of  New-Hampshire. 

"In  Congress,  Friday,  November  3,  1775. 
■"The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  JS'ew-Hampshire  Instaictions  : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial 
•  Convention  of  ]Slew- Hampshire  to  call  a  full  and  free  Re- 
presentation of  the  People ;  and  that  the  Representatives,  if 
they  think  it  necessary,  establish  such  a  forni  of  Govern- 
ment as,  in  theii'  judgment,  will  best  produce  the  happiness 
of  the  People,  and  most  efibctually  secure  peace  and  good 
order  in  the  Province  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies. 
"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 
"  By  order  of  Congresa: 

"  John  Hancock,  President. 
"  A  true  copy.     Attest : 

"  Noah  Emeky,  Deputy  Secretary." 

In  Congress,  at  Exeter,  January  5,  1776. 

Voted,  That  this  Congress  take  up  Civil  Government  for 
this  Colony,  in  manner  and  form  following,  viz : 

We,  the  Members  of  the  Congress  of  Neic-Hampshire, 
chosen  and  appointed  by  the  free  suffrages  of  the  People  of 
said  Colony,  and  authorized  and  empowered  by  them  to 
meet  together  and  use  such  means  and  pursue  such  mea- 
sures as  we  should  judge  best  for  the  publick  good ;  and  in 
particular,  to  establish  some  form  of  Government,  provided 
that  measure  should  be  recommended  by  the  Continental 
Congress ;  and,  a  recommendation  to  that  purpose  having 
been  transmitted  to  us  from  the  said  Congress,  have  taken 
into  our  serious  consideration  the  unhappy  circumstances 
into  which  this  Colony  is  involved,  by  means  of  many  and 
grievous  and  oppressive  Acts  of  the  British  Government, 
depriving  us  of  our  natural  and  constitutional  rights  and  pri- 
vileges ;  to  enforce  obedience  to  which  Acts,  a  powerful 
Fleet  and  Anny  have  been  sent  into  diis  country  by  the 
Ministiy  of  Great  Britain,  who  have  exercised  a  cruel  and 
wanton  abuse  of  their  power,  in  destroying  the  lives  and 
property  of  the  Colonists  in  many  places  with  fire  and  sword  ; 
taking  the  ships  and  lading  from  many  of  the  honest  and  in- 
dustrious inhabitants  of  this  Colony  employed  in  commerce 
agreeable  to  the  laws  and  customs  a  long  time  used  here. 

The  sudden  and  abrupt  departure  of  his  Excellency  John 
Wentworth,  Esq.,  our  Governour,  and  several  of  the  Coim- 
cil,  leaving  us  destitute  of  legislation ;  and  no  Executive 
Courts  being  open  to  punish  criminal  offenders,  whereby  the 
lives  and  property  of  the  honest  people  of  this  Colony  are 
liable  to  the  machinations  and  evil  designs  of  wicked  men  : 
Therefore,  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order,  and 
for  the  securities  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony,  we  consider  ourselves  reduced  to  the  neces- 
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sity  of  establishing  a  form  of  Government,  to  continue  du- 
ring the  present  unhappy  and  unnatural  contest  with  Great 
Britain ;  protesting  and  declaring  that  we  never  sought  to 
throw  off  our  dependance  upon  Great  Britain,  but  felt  our- 
selves happy  under  her  protection,  while  we  could  enjoy  our 
constitutional  rights  and  privileges ;  and  that  we  shall  re- 
joice if  such  a  reconciliation  between  us  and  our  Parent 
State  can  be  effected  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  in  whose  prudence  and  wisdom  we  confide. 

Accordinglj^,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  we  do 
resolve  that  this  Congress  assume  the  name,  power,  and  au- 
thority of  a  House  of  Representatives,  or  Assembly,  for  the 
Colony  of  New-Hampshire;  and  that  said  House  then 
proceed  to  choose  twelve  persons,  being  reputable  freehold- 
ers and  inhabitants  within  this  Colony,  in  the  following  man- 
ner, viz :  Five  in  the  County  of  RocJdngham,  two  in  the 
County  of  Strafford,  two  in  the  County  of  Hillsborough, 
two  in  the  County  of  Cheshire,  and  one  in  the  County  of 
Grafton,  to  be  a  distinct  and  separate  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, by  the  name  of  a  Council  for  this  Colony ;  to  con- 
tinue as  such  until  the  third  Wednesday  in  December  next ; 
and  seven  of  whom  to  be  a  quoium  to  do  business. 

That  such  Council  appoint  their  President ;  and,  in  his 
absence,  that  the  senior  Counsellor  preside. 

That  a.  Secretary  be  appointed  by  both  branches,  who 
may  be  a  Counsellor,  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  choose. 

That  no  Act  or  Resolve  shall  be  valid  and  put  Into  exe- 
cution, unless  agreed  to  and  passed  by  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature. 

That  all  publick  officers  for  the  said  Colony,  and  each 
County,  for  the  current  year,  be  appointed  by  the  Council 
and  Assembly,  except  the  several  Clerks  of  the  Executive 
Courts,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Justices  of  the  re- 
spective Courts. 

That  all  Bills,  Resolves,  or  Notes,  for  raising,  levying,  or 
collecting  Money,  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

That,  at  any  session  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  neither 
branch  shall  adjourn  for  any  longer  time  than  from  Satur- 
day till  the  next  Monday  without  consent  of  the  other. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  if  the  present  unhappy 
dispute  with  Great  Britain  should  contmue  longer  than  this 
present  year,  and  the  Continental  Congress  give  no  instruc- 
tion or  direction  to  the  contrary,  the  Council  be  chosen  by 
the  people,  of  each  respective  County,  in  such  manner  as 
the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  order. 

That  General  and  Field-Officere  of  the  Militia,  on  any 
vacancy,  be  appointed  by  the  two  Houses ;  and  all  inferior 
officers  be  chosen  by  the  respective  Companies. 

That  all  Officers  of  the  Anny  be  appointed  by  the  two 
Houses,  except  they  should  daect  otherwise  in  'the  case  of 
any  emergency. 

That  all  Civil  Officers  for  the  Colony,  and  for  eaciT  Coun- 
ty, be  appointed,  and  the  time  of  their  conrinuance  in  office 
be  determined,  by  the  two  Houses ;  except  Clerks  of  Courts, 
and  County  Treasurers,  and  Recorders  of  Deeds. 

That  a  Treasurer  and  Recorder  of  Deeds  for  each  Coun- 
ty be  annually  chosen  by  the  people  of  each  County,  re- 
spectively :  the  votes  for  such  officers  to  be  returned  to  the 
respective  Couils  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the 
Coutity,  there  to  be  ascertained  as  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly shall  hereafter  dii-ect. 

That  Precepts,  in  the  name  of  the  Council  and  Assembly, 
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sitTied  by  the  President  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re- 
p^entatives,  shall  issue  annually,  at  or  before  the  first  day 
of  Novvmber,  for  the  ciioice  of  a  Council  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, to  be  returned  by  the  third  IVahicsdmj  m  De- 
cember then  next  ensuinji,  in  such  manner  as  the  Council 
and  Assembly  shall  hereafter  prescribe. 

Upon  reading  the  Petition  of  the  Agents  for  the  Town  of 
Newtown  against  Joseph  Barthtt,  Esq.,  (being  present  be- 
fore the  Hoiise,)  Ordered,  That  the  parties  be  lu'ard  thereon 
before  this  House  on  the  18th  day  of  January  current,  if  the 
Assembly  be  then  silling ;  and  if  not,  tlien  on  the  second 
day  of  their  sitting  after  that  time. 

Voted,  That  llie  Honourable  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.,  be 
Speaker  of  this  House. 

Voted,  That  Ehenezer  Thompson,  Esq.,  be  Clerk  of  this 
House. 

Voted,  That  Noah  Emery,  Esq.,  be  Assistant  Clerk  of 
this  House. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  January  6, 1776. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  last  Book  of  Records  of  the  Court  of  Pro- 
bate be  returned  to  William  Parker,  Esq.,  in  order  for  him 
to  complete  tlie  Records. 

Voted,  That  the  several  Muster-Rolls  of  Captain  Salter  sxiA 
Captain  Daniel  be  paid  agreeable  to  the  Return  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  examining  Muster-Rolls,  stopping  out  such  stop- 
pages as  are  mentioned  in  their  report  tliereon.  . 

Voted,  That  the  Matrosses  under  command  of  Captain 
Salter  and  Captain  Daniel  be  paid  oft' monthly  for  the  fliture. 

Voted,  That  the  Account  of  the  Selectmen  of  Northamp- 
ton, amounting  to  seven  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings,  (for 
Blankets,)  be  paid. 

Voted,  That  the  Treasurer  and  Deacon  Samuel  Brooks 
be  a  Committee  to  receive  and  pay  ofi"  for  all  the  Blankets 
that  may  be  collected  in  this  Colony  for  the  Continental 
Army,  and  to  make  report  thereof  to  this  House. 

Then  the  House  proceeded  to  choose  twelve  Counsellors 
for  this  Colony ;  and  voted  that  the  Hon.  Meshech  Weare, 
Esq.,  be  6rst  Counsellor  for  this  Colony  ;  the  Hon.  Matthew 
Thornton,  Esq.,  second;  William  Whipple,  Esq.,  third; 
Josiah  Barthtt,  Esq.,  fourth;  Nathaniel  Folsom,  Esq., 
filth.  Counsellors  for  the  County  of  Rockingham;  Tliomas 
Westbrook  Waldron,  Esq.,  sixth  ;  and  Menezer  Thompson, 
Esq.-,  seventh,  for  the  County  of  Strafford ;  Wyseman  Cla- 
gett,  Esq.,  eighth ;  and  Jonathan  Blanchard,  Esq.,  ninth,  for 
the  County  oi  Hilhborough ;  Samuel  Ashley,  Esq.,  tenth  ; 
and  Benjamin  Giles,  Esq.,  eleventh,  for  the  County  of 
Cheshire ;  and  John  Hard,  Esq.,  twelfth,  for  the  County  of 
Grafton,  for  the  current  year. 

Voted,  That  Ehenezer  Thompson,  Esq.,  be  Secretary  for 
this  Colony  for  the  current  year. 

Then  the  honourable  the  Council  and  Secretary  left  the 
House. 

Whereupon  the  House  voted  that  Clement  March,  Esq., 
be  Chainnan  of  this  House  pro  tempore. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Cutts,  Esq.,  have  an  Order  on  the 
Treasury  for  three  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  account- 
ed for. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Monday,  January  8,  1776. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment ;  and  the  Chair- 
man not  being  present, 

Voted,  That  Philips  White,  Esq.,  be  Chairman  pro  tem- 
pore. 

Voted,  That  this  House  proceed  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker,  and  that  he  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

And  the  Votes  being  counted,  it  appeared  that  Philips 
White,  Esq.,  was  chosen  Speaker  of  this  House ;  who  took 
the  chair  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  Noah  Emery,  Esq.,  be  Clerk  of  this  House. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  five  Members  of  this 
House  to  draw  up  Rules  for  the  order  of  tliis  House ; 

And  that  Captain  Giddinge,  Captain  Long,  Major  Dbw- 
ning,  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  and  Colonel  Walker,  be  the 
Committee  for  that  purpose,  to  report  as  soon  as  may  be. 


Monday,  January  8,  1776,  P.  M. 

Voted,  Tliat  Precepts  be  sent  out  to  the  several  Towns 
and  places  in  this  Colony,  whose  Representatives  are  ad- 
vanced to  the  Council,  to  choose  new  Members  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  Assembly. 

The  Clerk  of  this  House  being  necessarily  called  out  of 
the  House, 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Cutts,  Esq.,  be  Clerk  pro  tempore. 

Voted,  To  choose  two  Monitors  ; 

And  that  Israel  Morey,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  Levi  Dearborn,  be 
Monitors  of  this  House. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  January  9,  1776. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  draw  up  Rules 
for  the  order  of  the  House,  made  report  of  twelve  Rules, 
following ; 

Which  being  distinctly  read  and  considered, 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  accepted,  adopted,  and  made 
Rules  for  the  order  of  this  House ;  and  are  as  follows,  viz : 

First.  That  whosoever  shall,  by  any  misbehaviour  in 
speech  or  action,  justly  offend  any  of  the  Members  of  the 
House,  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  be  admonished ;  and  for 
the  second,  shall  be  fined  as  the  House  shall  see  meet. 

Second.  That  no  Member  speak  twice  to  any  matter  io 
debate  before  the  House  until  every  Member  have  liberty  to 
speak  once  to  the  sarne  matter,  if  he  should  see  cause. 

Third.  That  every  Member  direct  his  speech  to  the 
Speaker,  and  not  one  to  another ;  and  when  any  Member 
has  a  mind  to  speak  to  any  matter  in  debate,  he  shall  stand 
up  and  ask  leave  of  the  Speaker,  and  not  speak  without  his 
consent ;  and  shall  be  silent  at  his  command.  But  if  the 
Member  speaking  thinks  such  command  unseasonable,  or 
unreasonable,  the  Speaker  shall  take  a  vote  of  the  House 
thereon ;  to  which  such  Member  shall  submit,  on  pain  of 
forfeiting  such  sum  as  the  House  shall  determine. 

Fourth.  That,  whenever  it  happens  that  there  are  as 
many  votes  on  one  side  of  a  question  as  on  the  other,  with- 
out the  Speaker,  then  the  Speaker  shall  make  the  casting 
vote. 

Fifth.  That  if  the  Speaker  be  absent,  the  House  may 
choose  a  Speaker  pro  tempore,  that  the  business  of  the 
House  be  carried  on  without  delay. 

Sixth.  That  if  any  Member,  after  being  qualified  and 
entered,  shall  absent  himself  at  any  time,  without  leave, 
from  the  House,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  fined  at  tlie  discre- 
tion of  the  House. 

Seventh.  That  if  any  Member  of  tliis  House  shall,  by  the 
major  part  of  the  House,  be  thought  unfit,  and  not  qualified 
for  said  place,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  dis- 
miss such  person,  giving  notice  to  the  Town  or  Towns, 
Parish  or  Parishes,  where  he  belongs,  to  choose  another  to 
fill  up  such  vacancy. 

Eighth.  That  every  Bill,  to  be  passed  in  this  House,  be 
read  three  times ;  and  that  there  be  two  adjournments  of 
this  House  before  any  Bill  be  passed  into  an  Act. 

Ninth.  That  the  Speaker  and  thirty  of  the  Members  re- 
turned, be  a  House  to  do  business. 

Tenth.  That  no  Vote  that  is  passed  in  the  House  shall 
be  reconsidered  by  a  lesser  number  than  were  present  when 
passed. 

Eleventh.  That  no  Vote  shall  be  valid  unless  passed  by 
a  majority  of  the  Members  present. 

Twelfth.  That  no  Member  make  any  new  motion  until 
that  which  is  under  consideration  is  determined  or  post- 
poned. • 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Morey  be  excused  from  being  a 
Monitor  to  this  House :  and  that  Samuel  Cutts,  Esq.,  be 
chosen  and  appointed  in  his  room. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Long,  Colonel  Morey,  and  John 
Dudley,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  confer  with 
a  Conmiittee  of  the  honourable  Council,  and  rejx)rt  to  this 
House  what  business  is  necessary  to  be  immediately  entered 
upon. 

General  Folsom  came  down  from  die  Board,  and  in- 
fonned  the  House  that  the  honourable  Council  had  appointed 
a  Committee  to  join  the  Committee  of  this  House,  to  confer 
and  report  what  business  shall  be  immediately  entered  upon ; 
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and  the  Committee  of  this  House  immediately  attended 
them  accordingly. 

The  House  adjourned  to  tliree  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Colonel  Walker,  James 
McClarey,  Esq.,  Colonel  Evans,  and  Captain  Prentice,  be 
a  Committee  to  draft  an  Act  to  confirm  the  Proceedings  of 
the  late  Congresses,  excepting  what  relates  to  the  Pay  of 
the  Members  of  this  House. 

Voted,  That  Noah  Emery  and  Samuel  Cutts,  Esqs.,  and 
Colonel  David  Oilman,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to 
join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Council,  to  revise  the 
system  of  Laws  lately  in  force  in  this  Colony,  and-to  report 
what  alterations,  additions  and  amendments  of  them  are 
necessary  to  be  made  in  our  present  circumstanws,  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Executive  Officers  of  Government. 

The  honourable  Council  joined  to  the  above  Committee 
the  Honourable  Matthew  Thornton,  Ebenezer  Thompson, 
and  Wyseman  Clagett,  Esqs. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Secretary  Thompson  and  Colonel 
Haker  be  desired,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  procure  two  books 
for  Records,  the  one  for  the  honourable  Council,  and  the 
other  for  this  House ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
pay  for  them. 

The  House  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  January  10,  1776. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  Clerk  of  the  House  being  necessarily  called  away, 
Voted,  That  Timothy  Walker,  Jan.,  Esq.,  be.  Clerk  pro 
tempore. 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Captain  Prentice,  Mr. 
Baldwin,  and  Mr.  Chase,  be  a  Committee  to  state  the 
Wages  of  the  present  House  of  Assembly  and  the  honour- 
able Council,  and  make  report  to  this  House  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Voted,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  apply  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  late  House  of 
Assembly  of  this  Colony,  for  the  Journals  and  Files  of  said 
late  Assembly. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Morey,  Colonel  Gerrish,  Major 
Belhivs,  and  Captain  Prentice,  be  a  Committee  to  state  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  Fire- Anns  necessary  to  be  purchased 
by  this  Colony,  and  make  report  to  this  House  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  JSicholas  Oilman,  Esq.,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  appointed  Treasurer  and  Receiver-General  for 
tliis  Colony,  for  one  year,  from  the  twenty-first  day  of  Dc- 
cember  last,  and  to  continue  after  that  time,  until  a  new 
appointment  of  the  General  Assembly,  he  giving  bond,  with 
two  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
Pounds,  to  the  Speaker  of  this  House  for  the  time  being,. in 
behalf  of  the  Colony,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust. 

Sent  up  to  the  Board  by  Colonel  Oilman  and  Captain 
Moult  on. 

Voted,  That  the  Town  of  Allenstown,  being  taxed  the 
last  year  the  sum  of  three  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  one 
Penny  more  than  their  proportion  with  other  towns  in  this 
Colony,  the  said  town  be  abated  that  sum. 

Sent  up  by  Colonel  Oilman  and  Captain  Moulton. 

Voted,  That  the  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  be 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature  for  this 
Colony ;  that  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.,  be  Second  Jus- 
tice, Leverett  Hubbard,  Esq.,  Thiid  Justice,  and  Elisha 
Paine,  Esq.,  Fourth  Justice  of  said  Court. 

Sent  up  by  Colonel  Oilman  and  Captain  Moulton. 

Adjourned  to  half  after  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Upon  a  motion  made  by  Samuel  Sherburne,  Esq., 
voted,  That  he  wait  upon  the  honourable  Council,  and 
inquire  whether  they  have  received  any  publick  Letters. 

Mr.  Blanchard  came  down  from  the  Board,  and  inform- 
ed the  House  that  the  honourable  Council  had  received  no 
publick  Letters  but  what  they  had  communicated  to  the 
House. 


The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock,  fore 
noon. 

Thursday, -January  11,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  William  Parker,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Pay- 
masters to  our  .Forces,  have  an  Order  on  the  Treasurer, 
for  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  Pounds  seven  Shillings 
and  five  Pence,  to  pay  off  the  Rolls  yet  unpaid ;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  his  warrant  on  the 
Treasurer  for  tlic  same  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  Thcophilus  Oilman  and  Charles  Rundett 
be  added  to  the  Committee  for  examining  Accounts  against 
this  Colony. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  Members  of  this  House  being  read : 
Voted,  That  it  lay  upon  the  table  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  copy  of  an  anonymous  Letter  was  brought  into  the 
House  by  one  of  the  Members,  and  ordered  to  be  read,  (by 
the  Speaker ;)  whereupon  the  Clerk  of  the  House  read  the 
same,  and  it  is  as  follows : 

"  Portsmouth,  January  11,  1776. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  As  the  Committee  chosen  yesterday  by 
this  town,  are  just  a  going  to  Exeter  with  a  Petition  and 
Remonstrance  to  the  Congress  against  their  pitx;eedings,  I 
thought  I  would  just  inform  you  of  it ;  for  I  think  it  gives 
a  silly  cast  to  all  their  doings.  I  hope  they  will  not  com- 
ply with  their  request.  The  objection  was  first  started  in 
the  Committee  at  the  work-house,  the  night  before  last,  and 
the  town-meeting  called  yesterday  ;  the  meeting  was  very 
thin — not  above  forty  or  fifty  persons  in  it.  Every  one  in 
the  meeting  voted  for  it,  though  I  believe  they  were  actua- 
ted by  difierent  motives.  They  have  voted  to  send  circu- 
lar letters  to  all  the  towns,  that  they  may  remonstrate  like- 
wise. It  was  proposed,  I  think,  by  designing  men,  on  pur- 
pose to  make  a  division  in  the  Colony,  and,  I  believe,  will 
go  near  to  effect  it,  unless  the  wisdom  of  the  Congress  pre- 
vents it.     I  am,  &z,c.,  Veritas." 

Read  a  Petition  from  sundry  Members  of  this  House, 
and  also  a  Remonstrance  or  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Ports- 
mouth. 

The  House  examined  several  Gentlemen  lately  from 
London,  about  the  state  of  afiaii-s  there  concerning  America. 

Voted,  That  the  Petition  from  the  Town  of  Portsmouth 
lay  for  consideration. 

Voted,  That  the  Petition  of  foiuteen  Members  of  tliis 
House  be  dismissed. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Walker  be  added  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  examining  Muster-RoUs,  in  tlie  place  of  PhiUps 
White,  Esq.,  our  Speaker. 

Voted,  That  .Tohn  Hurd,  Esq.,  be  Recorder  of  Deeds 
and  Conveyances,  Stc,  for  the  County  of  Orafton. 

Adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  January  12, 1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Captain  John  Oeorge  Turner's  Company 
of  Artillery  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  towards  their  wages  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  Colony,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Council 
give  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  same. 

Adjourned  till  half-past  tuo  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Timothy  Walker  and  WiUiam  Parker, 
Esqs.,  be  a  Committee  to  join  with  the  Secretary,  by  leave 
of  the  honourable  Board,  to  prepare  and  correct  the  plan  or 
fonn  of  Government  for  this  Colony,  and  fit  it  for  the  press. 

Captain  Long  and  Mr.  Sherburne  brought  in  the  follow- 
ing Dissent  and  Protest ;  which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows, 
viz: 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  chosen  by  the  People  of  several 
Towns  in  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  to  represent  them 
b  the  Congress  of  said  Colony,  held  at  Exeter,  on  the  21st 
day  of  December,  1775,  beg  leave  to  enter  our  dissent  to, 
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and  protest  against,  tlie  present  plan  of  taking  up  Govern- 
ment, for  tiie  following  reasons :  First.  That  the  yotc  of  the 
Continental  Congress"  countenJincing  tiie  same,  was  obUiin- 
ed  by  the  unwearied  ini|)ommity  (both  witliin  door  and  witii- 
out)"of  our  Delegates  there,  as  appears  by  their  letter.  Se- 
cond. Tiiat  the  said  vote  does  not  appear  to  have  been  unani- 
mous, but  we  have  reason  to  think  ver}'  otherwise.  Third. 
Because  tiie  Colonies  of  Nav-YorJc  and  Virginia — which 
are  in  similar  circumstances  with  us,  are  nnich  lai-ger,  and 
more  opulent,  and,  we  presume,  much  wiser,  (to  w  iiom  we 
would  pay  all  due  deference,) — have  not  attempted  any  thing 
of  the  kind,  nor,  as  we  can  learn,  ever  desired  it.  Fourth. 
Because  we  have  no  ground  on  which  to  pretend  to  make  a 
Council,  as  our  neighbours  of  the  Massachusetts,  who  act  by 
Charter  never  vacated  on  any  legal  trial.  Fifth.  Because 
it  appears  assuming,  for  so  small  and  inconsiderable  a-  Colo- 
ny, to  take  die  lead  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importance. 
Sixth.  Because  our  constituents  never  expected  us  to  make 
a  new  form  of  Government,  but  only  to  set  the  Judicial  and 
Executive  wheels  in  motion.  Seventh.  Because  the  Con- 
gress, as  such,  could  have  done  w  hat  was  necessary,  and 
llieir  power  could  not  be  enlarged  by  any  act  of  tlieir  own. 
Eighth.  Because  the  expense  of  die  Colony  is  gready  aug- 
mented thereby.  Ninth.  Because  it  appears  to  us  too  much 
like  setting  up  an  Independency  on  die  mother  country. 

"  North  Hill,  Newington. 

"Levi  Dearborn,  Newington. 

"  Richard  Downing,  Portsmouth. 

"  Samuel  Sherburne,  Dover. 

"  Stephen  Evans,  Portsmouth. 

"  Pierce  Long,  Rye. 

"  Nathan  Goss,  Dover. 

"  Otis  Baker,  Kensington. 

"  Ezekiel  Worthen,  Stratham. 

"Benjamin  Barker,  Rochester. 

"James    Knowles,    Sandtvich    and 
MoultonhoTough. 

"  Daniel  Beede,  Lee. 

"  Hercules  Moonet,  Lee. 
"  January  10,1776." 

A  Committee  from  the  Town  of  Portsmouth  brought 
into  the  House  a  request  from  the  Town  of  Portsmouth ; 
which  was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  Colony  of  New-Hampshire. 

"At  a  Town-Meeting  held  at  Portsmouth,  this  12th  day 
of  January,  1776,  Voted  unanimously,  That  Ammi  B. 
Cutter,  Esq.,  George  King,  Esquire,  and  Captain  George 
Wentroorth,  be  a  Committee  to  write  a  Letter  to  the  Con- 
gress, requesUng  to  be  favoured  with  the  original  of  an  anony- 
mous Letter  read  in  Congress  this  day. 

"  The  said  Committee  accordingly  returned  with  the  fol- 
lowing draft ;  which  was  voted  to  be  forthwith  sent  to  the 
Congress,  and  is  as  follows  : 

"  PorUmouth,  January  12,  1776. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Congress  at  Exeter  : 

"  May  it  please  your  Honours  :  The  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  prefer  the  Petition  of  this  Town,  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, Ijaving  acquainted  us  that,  after  they  had  preferred  the 
same,  and  had  retired,  diey  were  informed  that  a  letter,  sub- 
scribed Veritas,  was  read  before  your  Honours,  purporting 
diat  it  was  voted  at  a  very  thin  meeting,  with  other  assertions 
utterly  false,  scandalous,  and  derogatoiy  to  the  honour  of  the 
town ;  it  is  our  duty  to  acquaint  your  Honours,  that  there 
were  upwards  of  two  hundred  persons  present,  who  unani- 
mously voted  therefor ;  and  we  earnestly  request  that  your 
Honours  will  indulge  us  with  a  sight  of  the  original  letter,  of 
which  diat  was  a  copy,  in  order  that  die  author  who  has  been 
guilty  of  this  scandalous  falsehood,  may  receive  the  reward 
of  his  just  demerit." 

"  A  true  copy.     Attest : 

"  John  Penhallow,  Toum  Clerk." 

The  Petition  of  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  Southamp- 
ton, relating  to  the  Estates  of  Elijah  Broivn  and  Moses 
Brown,  praying  that  this  House  would  make  some  effectual 
act,  or  lay  some  bar,  so  that  they  may  not  squander  away 
their  Eistates  without  die  knowledge  of  the  town,  Sic,  belntr 
read, 

Ordered,  That  it  lay  for  further  consideration. 

Tlie  Committee  to  draw  a  plan  for  providing  Fire-Aniis 
for  a  Colony  stock,  report  as  follows,  viz : 


That  for  every  good  Fire-Arm  manufactured  in  this  Co- 
lony, made  after  the  following  manner,  v'l?.:  A  barrel  three 
feet  nine  inciies  long,  to  cany  an  ounce  ball,  a  good  bayo- 
net widi  blade  eighteen  inches  long,  iron  ramrod,  with  a 
spring  to  retain  the  same,  the  maker's  name  engraved  on 
die  lock,  which  shall  be  delivered  at  Exeter,  to  Nicholas 
Gilman,  Esq.,  Receiver-General,  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
May  next,  the  owner  of  such  fire-arms  receive  three  pounds 
for  each,  of  said  Recciver-GeMieral,  after  having  tried  said 
gun  in  tile  presence  of  die  said  Receiver-General  with  four 
inches  and  a  half  of  powder,  well  wadded,  at  the  owner's 
*own  risk.  'And  that  there  be  appointed  one  good  man,  well 
approved,  in  eacii  County,  to  receive  any  fire-anns  so  made 
in  said  County,  on  die  same  condition,  (as  before-mentioned 
for  the  Receiver-General  to  receive  them,)  and  die  pereons 
so  appointed  to  receive  the  money  for  the  number  of  guns 
so  delivoied. 

Which  Report  being  read  and  considered. 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  received  and  established  as  a 
resolve  of  this  House. 

And,  Voted,  That  Colonel  Evans,  for  the  County  of 
Strafford ;  Samuel  Emerson,  for  the  County  of  Grafton ; 
Major  John  Belloivs,  for  die  County  of  Cheshire;  and 
Deacon  Nahum  Baldwin,  for  the  County  of  Hillsborough, 
be  Receivers  of  Fire- Arms,  according  to  the  aforesaid  Re- 
solve. 

The  Memorial  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Freeholders  of 
the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  being  brought  into  the  House, 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  Portsmouth,  January  10,  1776. 

"  To  the  Honourable  body  now  sitting  at  Exeter,  in  and 
for  said  Colony  : 

"  The  Memorial  and  Remonstrance  of  die  Freeholders, 
and  other  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  in  legal 
town-meeting  convened,  humbly  shews : 

"  That  your  Memorialists  are  gready  alarmed  by  the 
information  of  dieir  Delegates,  that  they,  togedier  with 
other  Delegates  of  the  several  towns  in  said  Colony,  were 
about  to  dissolve  their  existence  as  a  Congress,  and  assume 
that  of  a  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  proceed  to  an 
election  of  twelve  Counsellors,  who  are  to  act  as  another 
branch  of  legislation,  for  the  future  government  of  this  Co- 
lony ;  which  measure  your  Memorialists,  with  all  decency, 
tenderness,  and  respect,  beg  leave  to  remonstrate  agauist, 
for  the  following  weighty  reasons : 

"  First.  As  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Colony  do  not  generally  approve  of  this  measure,  we  could 
therefore  have  wished  to  have  had  the  minds  of  the  people 
fully  taken  on  such  a  momentous  concernment,  and  'to  have 
known  die  plan  before  it  was  adopted  and  earned  into  exe- 
cution, which  is  their  inherent  right. 

"  Secondly.  We  humbly  conceive  that  such  a  measure  is 
an  open  declaration  of  independency,  which  we  can  by  no 
means  counte'nance,  until  we  shall  know  the  sentiments  of 
the  British  nation  in  general.  We  have  hitherto  viewed 
die  controversy  as  with  die  Ministry  and  Parliament  only  ; 
and  our  enemies  are  styled  the  Ministerial  Aniiy  and  Navy, 
and  we  have  considered  them  as  acting  contrary  to  the 
voice  of  die  nation.  We  have  just  received  certain  advices 
that  our  friends  in  Great  Britain  are  at  this  time  exerting 
themselves,  and  uniting  in  their  petitions  for  a  redress  of  our 
grievances,  and,  in  all  probability,  will  make  a  powerful  di- 
version in  our  favour,  and  will  finally  prevail,  if  it  is  once 
fully  believed  that  we  are  not  aiming  at  independency.  But 
when  they  perceive  we  arc  setting  up  new  forms  of  Govern- 
ment, diey  will  be  exasperated  against  us  ;  and,  losing  sight 
of  their  former  friendship  and  affection,  will  be  filled  with 
resentment,  and  charge  us  widi  duplicity. 

"  Thirdly.  We  have  the  highest  opinion  of  die  upright  dis- 
position of  the  Congress,  and  diat  what  they  have  done  is  in- 
tended for  the  general  good  ;  but  at  the  same  time  we  must 
beg  leave  to  suggest  our  apprehensions  that  this  measure 
will  have  a  tendency  to  disunite  us,  which  is  a  most  alarm- 
ing consideration,  as  being  a  circumstance  which  we  are 
well  informed  our  enemies  greatly  expect,  and  would  be  re- 
joiced to  hear  of.  We  would  be  cautious  of  prolixity  in 
addressing  your  Honours,  but  must  beg  leave  to  repeat  that 
the  Ministiy,  among  other  deceptions,  have  asserted  that 
the  rebellious  war  (as  they  term  it)  now  levied,  is  become 
more  general,  and  is  manifestly  carried  on  for  the  purpose  of 
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^tabhslimg  an  independency.  Tliis  our  friends  in  Great 
Bntmn  utterly  deny.  While  we  are  governed  by  a  Con- 
gress, they  liave  a  right  so  to  do,  because  necessity 
compels  us  to  the  measure  ;  but  they  will  certainly  make  a 
very  wide  distinction  between  necessity  and  what  will  be 
called  usurpation,  the  consequences  of  which  deserve  due 
weight. 

We  therefore  pray  that  the  assumption  of  Government 
may  at  least  be  suspended  for  the  present,  and  that  some 
regulation  may  be  adopted  for  the  preservation  of  property, 
under  such  restrictions  as  the  Congress  in  their  wisdom  shall 
tliink  proper.  And  your  Memorialists  as  in  duty  bound  shall 
ever  pray.     A  true  copy.     Attest : 

"John  Penhallow,  Toum  Clerk." 
Voted,  That  3Ioses  Nicholas,  Esq.,  be  an  Assistant  to 
the  Clerk  of  this  House. 

_  Voted,  That  Samuel  Cutts,  Timothy  Walker,  and  Da- 
vid Gilman,  Esqs.,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  confer 
with  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  about  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  and  to  make  re- 
port at  what  time,  and  to  what  time,  the  honourable  Board 
tliink  best  to  adjomn. 

Adjourned  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  then  met  accordino- 
to  adjounnnent.  " 

An  Act  for  confiniiing  and  establishing  the  Votes,  Re- 
solves, and  Proceedings  of  the  several  late  Congresses  of 
the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  read  the  second  time. 

Mh  Blanchard  came  from  the  Council,  and  informed  the 
House  that  the  honourable  Board  had  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  this  House  about  ad- 
journing. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Pierce  Long  be  paid  out  of  the 
_  Treasury  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  towards  his  ac- 
■  count  as  Barrackniaster,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for,  and 

that  the  President  of  the  Council  give  his  warrant  on  die 

Treasurer  for  the  paymeiit  thereof 

_  Voted,  That  Samuel  Cutts,  Timothy  WaVcer,  and  Da- 
vid Gilman,  Esqs,,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Council,  to  draw  up  a  Re- 
commendation of  an  Indian  Preacher  to  the  Indian  Nations. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Saturday,  January  13,  1776; 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  made  a  collection  in 
the  House  for  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Johnson,  of  five  Pounds 
two  Shillings  and  six  Pence :  presented  him  by  Mr.  Cutts. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  to  collect  the  evidence  . 
of  losses  sustabed  in  this  Colony  since  the  shutting  up  of 
our  Ports. 

Voted,  That  John  Giddinge,  Esquire,  and  Captain  John 
Emery,  be  a  Committee  of  tiiis  House,  to  join  a  Committee 
of  the  honourable  Council,  to  collect  the  evidence  of  losses 
sustained  in  this  Colony  since  die  shutting  up  of  our  Ports. 

Voted,  That  the  Staff-Roll  of  Colonel  Wingate,  amount- 
ing to  seventy-diree  Pounds  nmeteen  Shillings  and  four 
Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  on  tlie  Treasurer 
for  payment  thereof. 

Upon  reading  the  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Dover, 
Voted,  That  they  be  heard  thereon  on  Thursday  next  if 

this  House  be  then  sitting ;  and  if  not,  then  on  the  second 

day  of  their  next  session. 

The  Petition  from  Greenland,  and  that  fiom  Portsmouth, 

to  be  heard  on  the  same  day. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Walker,  Colonel  Morey,  Captain 
Prentice,  Captain  Long,  and  Mr.  Sherburne,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  draft  a  Letter  in  answer  to  the  request  of  the 
Committee  of  Portsmouth. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Monday,  January  15,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Bill  for  confirming  and  establishing  the  Votes,  Re- 
solves, and  Proceedings  of  the  several  late  Congresses  of 
the  Colony  of  Neiv- Hampshire,  having  been  read  a  third  time, 

Voted,  That  it  pass  to  be  enacted. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Abijah  Learned  be  allowed  and 
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paid  out  of  the  Treasury  the  sum  of  twenty-three  Shillin-rs 
and  four  Pence  (being  so  much  short  allowance  to  him  ?n 
the  latp^Pay-Roll  of  the  Congress,)  and  that  the  President 
01  tlie  Council  give  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  nav- 
mcnt  thereof  '   ■' 

Upon  reading  the  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  o^  Newington 
yoted.  That  they  be  heard  thereon  on  Thursday  next 
1   the  General  Assembly  be  then  sitting;  and  if  not,  then  on 
the  second  day  of  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly. 

Foferf  That  the  Members  of  the  honourable  Council, 
and  the  Membei-s  of  diis  House,  receive  five  Shillings  per 
day  ior  their  attendance  on  the  General  Assembly,  Suw 
days  included,  and  two  Pence  per  mile  travel  to  and  from 
their  homes,  excepting  such  Members  as  live  widiin  fifteen 
miles  of  the  place  where  the  General  Assembly  sits,  who 
shall  receive  pay  for  their  travel  to  and  from  their  homes, 
and  have  no  pay  for  Sundays;  and  that  each  Member  living 
more  dian  fifteen  miles  from  Court  shall  receive  pay  for 
their  travel  on  every  adjournment  of  the  Assembly  for  a 
longer  time  than  from  Saturday  till  Monday,  excepting  the 
travel  on  one  late  adjournment  from  Saturday  till  Tuesday 
on  which  adjournment  they  are  to  receive  pay  for  Sunday 
and  Monday;  and  that  they  receive  their  pay  at  the  end  of 
every  Session,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  on  Pay-Roll  to 
be  certified  by  the  Secretary  and  Clerk  of  die  House  re- 
spectively,  and  lodged  with  the  Treasurer.  ' 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  mommg,  nbe  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  January  16,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Evans,  Captain  Wait,  and  Captain 
Prentice,  be  a  Committee. to  examine  into  and  allow  such 
Muster-RoUs  as  may  be  laid  before  them,  and  report  thereon. 

Voted,  Tliat  Major  James  Hackett  forthwith  repair  to 
Portsmouth  and  the  Fortresses  at  Piscataqua  Harbour,  and 
muster  the  Artillerymen  and  Matrosses,  and  make  return  to 
this  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Colonel  David  Gilman,  Colo- 
nel Walker,  and  Captain  Moulton,  be  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  structure  and  cost  of  a  Powder-Mill,  and 
make  a  report  to  diis  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  Safety,  to  consist  of 
tliree  Members  of  dii^  House  and  of  die  Council,  to  transact 
the  business  of  this  Colony  in  die  recess  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Voted,  To  build  a  Galley  at  the  charge  of  this  Colony, 
to  cruise  on  our  Sea-Coast,  and  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
defending  our  Armies  an4  of  annoying  our  enemies. 
The  Petition  of  the  Town  of  Rochester  being  read, 
Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  on  Thurs- 
day next,  if  this  House  be  dien  sitting ;  and  if  not,  then  on 
the  second  day  of  the  next  session  of  the  Assembly. 

Voted,  That  Philips  White,  Esq.,  Captain  Josiah  Moul- 
ton, and  Captain  Pierce  Long,  be  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  act 
as  a  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony  in  the  recess  of 
the  General  Assembly ;  and  that  they  have  the  same  pow- 
ers and  authority  as  the  late  Committee  of  Safety,  appointed 
by  die  late  Congress,  had. 

Voted,  That  the  Muster-Roil  of  Captain  John  Brewster, 
amounting  to  £84  8s.  llf</,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Council  give 
his  warrant  on  the  Treasury  for  payment  thereof. 

Voted,  That  a  Letter  of  recommendation  and  of  direc- 
tions be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Johnson,  to  be 
signed  by  the  Speaker  of  Uiis  House  and  by  the  President 
of  the  Council. 

Voted,  That  Captain  John  Bell,  Captain  Hercules 
Mooney,  and  Colonel  Timothy  Walker,  be  a  Committee,  to 
join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  write  and  for- 
ward a  Letter  to  General  Sidlivan,  concerning  Adam 
Stuart,  late  of  Londonderry,  being  a  person  suspected  of 
being  inimical  to  this  country. 

Voted,   That  the   Account  of  Captain  Jacob  Tilton, 
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amounting  to  ten  Pounds  seventeen  Shillings  and  four 
Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that 
the  President  of  tlie  Council  give  his  warrant  on  the  Irea- 
surer  for  payment  thereof. 

Voted,  That  Noah  Emery,  Esq.,  Captain  Stephen  Har- 
riman,  and  Captain  Prentice,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House, 
to  ioin  a  Committee  of  tlie  honourable  Council,  to  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  establishing  the  Fees  of  the  several 
Officers  in  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Cutts,  Israel  Morey,  and  John 
Bellows,' Esqs.,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Council,  to  consult  about  Fire- 
Anns,  and  to  prepare  a  Ix-tter  in  answer  to  a  Letter  from 
his  Excellency  General  Washington,  respecting  the  same. 
Adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  January  17,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Petition  of  a  number  of  tlie  Freeholders  of  the  Parish 
of  Breniipood  being  read, 

Voted,  That  tlie  Petitioners  be  heard  tliereon  to-morrow, 
if  tliey  see  cause. 

Uiwn  reading  an  ignominious,  scurrilous,  and  scandalous 
piece  printed  in  the  New-Hampshire  Gazette  and  Huton- 
cal  Chronicle,  (No.  1001,)  of  Tuesday,  January  9,  1776, 
directed  or  addressed  to  the  Congress  at  Kveter, 

Voted,  That  Daniel  Fowle,  Esq.,  the  supposed  pnnter 
of  said  Paper,  be  forthwith  sent  for  and  ordered  to  appear 
before  this  House,  and  give  an  account  of  the  author  of  said 
piece ;  and  further  to  answer  for  his  printing  said  piece,  so 
much  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  this  Assembly,  as  well  as 
of  the  honourable  Contmental  Congress,  and  injurious  to  the- 
cause  of  liberty  now  contending  for. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon.  John  Wentworth,  Esq.,  of  Somcrs- 
worth,  be  one  of  the  Counsellors  for  the  County  of  Strafford, 
in  the  room  of  Thomas  Westbrook  Waldron,  Esq.,  who  was 
chosen,  but  did  not  accept. 

Voted,  Tliat  the  Billeting-Roll  of  Captain  Moses  Leavitt, 
amounting  to  eighty-seven  Pounds  twelve  Shillings  and  nine 
Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  his  warrant  on  the  Trea- 
surer, or  Paymaster,  for  the  payment  thereof. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  January  18, 1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Baker,  Colonel  Walker,  and  Co-  . 
lonel  Morey,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  honourable  Council,  to  wait  on  John  Langdon, 
Esq.,  at  HamptonrFalls,  or  wherever  they  may  meet  him, 
and  desire  him  to  repair  to  this  Ifcuse  as  soon  as  he  conve- 
niently can. 

A  Letter  prepared  by  the  Committee  of  both  Houses,  in 
answer  to  one  received  from  General  Washington,  respect- 
ing Fire-Arms,  ii.c.,  being  read. 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  transcribed,  and  sent  to  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Major  Parker,  Mr.  Gibson,  and  Captain 
Wait,  be  a  Committee,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable 
Council,  to  take  into  consideration  what  method  is  best  to  be 
taken  to  obtain  security  for  Debts  in  Civil  Cases,  and  how 
far  the  same  shall  be  prosecuted  and  carried  into  execution 
as  to  the  recovery  of  such  Debts. 

Upon  reading  tlie  Petition  from  Newtovm,  in  behalf  of 
Second  Parish : 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Captain  Prentice,  Mr. 
Bakh,  Mr.  Baldwin,  Captain  Wait,  James  Betton,  Esq., 
and  Major  Bellows,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the 
matters  of  the  compla'mt,  and  make  report  thereon  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

The  said  Committee  made  the  following  Report  thereon, 
viz: 

Upon  considering  the  prayer  of  the  within  Petition,  and 
hearing  the  evidences  on  both  sides,  find  that  the  within 
named  Joseph  Bartlett,  Esq.,  was  not  legally  chosen  by  the 
Town  of  ]Sewtoum  to  represent  them  in  Congress  on  May 
17th,  1775. 

Per  order:  Nathaniel  Balch,  Chairman, 


The  Petitions  from  the  Towns  of  Portsmouth,  Dover, 
Newington,  Rochester,  Stratham,  Northampton,  Rye,  Neu>- 
Market,  Kensington,  Greenland,  and  a  part  of  Brentwood, 
a>'ainst  taking  up  Government  in  the  new  fonn  established 
by  this  House,  being  read  and  considered,  (by  both  Houses 
bein»  come  together  in  the  Town-House,)  and  fully  argued 
by  Mr.  John  Pickering,  Counsel  for  the  Petitioners: 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Friday,  January  19,  1776. 
Tlic  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  five  persons  to  consult 
with  soii'ie  of  the  members  of  die  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Portsmouth,  and  report,  to  this  House  what  they  think  best 
to  be  done  respecting  removing  the  People  from  Gosport ; 
and  that  Dr.  Levi  Dearborn,  C&]tla.m  JVait,  Co\onc\  Evans, 
John  Mc  Clary,  Esq.,  and  Captain  Moulton,  be  the  said 
Committee. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Morey,  Colonel  David  Gilman,  and 
Colonel  Evans,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  confer 
with  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Council,  about  laying  our 
plan  of  Government  before  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  taking  their  advice  thereon,  and  to  make  re- 
port to  the  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consult  about  removing  the 
People  from  Gosport,  made  report  to  the  House  as  follows,  viz : 
The  Committee  appointed  for  the  above-said  business, 
beg  leave  to  report :  That  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Gosport,  on  the  Jsk-of- Shoals,  remain  there  until 
further  orders  from  this  House";  and  that  they  be  allowed  to 
purchase  any  necessaries  of  life,  suflicient  for  their  own 
families,  at  -Rye  Harbour,  or  Little  Boar's  Head,  in  North- 
ampton, on  making  pay  for  the  same  in  cash,  or  good  fish. 
Provision  to  be  made  by  some  two  persons  near  said  har- 
bours for  the  above  purpose,  or  by  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose,  in  behalf  of  the  Colony;  and  that  the  said  inhabit- 
ants be  forbid  going  to,  or  trading  in,  any  other  harbour  or 
harbours. 

Which  Rejxjrt  being  read  and  considered. 
Voted,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  Gosport  remain  on  that 
Island  till  fiirther  orders  fiwm  this  House. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Moses  Bamett,  of  Londonderry, 
be,  and  hereby  is,  empowered  to  take  and  certify  Deposi- 
tions for  Adam  Stuart,  and  against  him,  concerning  the 
complaint  and  information  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Londmiderry. 

The  honourable  Board  sant  down  tlie  following  Vole  of 
Council,  viz : 

"  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  in  Council,  January  19,  1776. 
"  Upon  reading  the  Letters  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  and  General  Sullivan,  requestmg  Recniits  from 
the  Continental  Anny,  the  Board  are  of  opinion  that  the 
requisition  ought  speedily  to  be  attended  to,  and  would 
therefore  recommend  a  vote  to  be  passed  for  the  raising 
one  regiment  out  of  our  Militia  now  in  the  service ;  and  tliat 
a  Committee  of  the  honourable  House  be  appointed  to  join 
with  a  Committee  of  the  Board,  and  fully  authorized  to 
carry  the  same  into  execution. 

"  Voted,  That  the  foregoing  be  sent  to  the  honourable 
House. 

"Attest:  E.  Thompson,  Secretary." 

General  Washington's  Letter  is  as  follows : 

"  Cambridge,  January  16,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Tlie  alarming  and  almost  defenceless  state  of  our 
lines,  occasioned  by  the  slow  progress  in  raising  recruits  for 
die  new  Army,  and  the  departure  of  a  great  number  of  the 
Militia,  which  had  been  called  in  for  their  support  till  the 
15th  instant,  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  summon  the 
General  Officers  in  Council,  to  determine  on  proper  means 
to  be  adopted  for  their  preservation.  For  this  purpose,  they 
met  at  Head-Quarters  yesterday  and  to-day,  and  finding 
thiU  it  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  and  persuasion  that 
such  of  the  latter  as  are  now  here  have  been  prevailed  upon 
to  continue  till  the  last  of  the  month,  (after  which  there  is 
not  the  remotest  probability  of  their  staying  a  moment,)  they 
have  judged  it  expedient,  and  absolutely  necessaiy,  that 
thirteen  regiments  should  be  forthwith  raised,  equal  to  those 
of  the  new  establishment,  to  be  officered  according  to  the 
usual  mode  of  their  respective  Governments,  which  arq  to 
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repair  to  this  camp  by  the  last  instant,  if  possible,  to  be  in 
readiness  to  act  in  sucli  manner,  till  the  1st  o{  Ajjril,  as  cir- 
cumstances may  requir(>.  Of  this  number,  they  apprehend 
the  Massachmetts  should  furnish  seven,  Connecticut  four, 
and  your  Government  two,  being  agreeable  to  the  propor- 
tion settled  by  Congress. 

"  In  order  that  each  regiment  may  consist  of  a  proper 
number  of  officei-s  and  men,  I  have  enclosed  you  a  list  for 
their  regulation,  and  of  the  Continental  pay.  I  must  earnestly 
solicit  your  attention  and  regard  to  arms,  ammunition,  blan- 
kets, kettles,  and  clothing,  that  they  may  come  as  well  pro- 
vided with  these  necessaries  as  possible,  particularly  the 
fii-st,  as,  from  the  amazing  deficiency  here,  I  shall  not  have 
it  in  my  power  to  supply  them.  G   Washington. 

"  Hon.  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq." 

Another  Letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington. 

"Cambridge,  January  21,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  In  the  hurry  of  my  last  despatches  to  you,  of  the 
19th  instant,  I  forgot  to  intimate  that,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  regiment  destined  for  Canada,  a  month's  ad- 
vance pay  will  be  allowed  officers  and  soldiers  by  me,  in 
behalf  of  the  Congress ;  at  the  same  time,  I  think  it  but 
right  that  you  should  be  apprized  of  the  intention  of  this 
Government  to  allow  their  regiment  another  month's  pay,  to 
enable  the  men  to  provide  for  so  long  and  fatiguing  a  march, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  leave  something  for  their  families  to 
subsist  upon  dur'mg  their  absence.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
this  last  advance  will  be  pleasing  enough  to  Congress,  and 
that  the  money  will  be  speedily  refunded ;  but  as  I  have  no 
authority  to  direct  it,  and  would  not  appear,  by  any  act  of 
mine,  to  put  the  three  regiments  for  Canada  upon  a  differ- 
ent footing  than  those  who  have  been  raising  for  this  Army, 
I  only  give  you  a.  hint  of  the  intention  of  this  Government, 
that,  if  you  think  proper,  the  regiment  from  your  Colony 
may  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing,  as  I  know  all  kind 
of  distinctions  are  considered  by  troops  with  an  evil  and 
jealous  eye.  Such  necessaries  as  are  absolutely  requisite  for 
the  march  of  this  regiment  you  will  please  have  provided, 
upon  the  best  terms  you  can,  and  regular  accounts,  with 
vouchers  thereof,  kept,  that  payment  may  be  made.  The 
importance  of  despatch  will,  I  am  persuaded,  appear  in  so 
urgent  a  light  to  you,  that  I  need  add  nothing  on  this  head, 
but  shall  be  glad  to  hear  what  progress  you  make  in  the 
business. 

"  Being  with  the  sincerest  regard  and  esteem,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  G.  Washington." 

The  House  adjourned  to  two  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  Account  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Exeter,  amounting  to  sevenly-nine  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings, 
be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  die  Council  give  his  oiWer  on  die  Treasurer  for 
payment  of  the  same. 

Tlie  information  and  complaint  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Londonderry,  against  Adam  Stuart,  being  read 
and  considered  in  the  House, 

Voted,  That  the  parties  be  heard'  thereon  on  Tuesday 
next,  afternoon. 

Voted,  That  there  be  an  Assistant  Gerk  of  this  House  ; 
and  that  Noah  Emery,  Esq.,  the  present  Clerk,  have  liberty 
to  appoint  said  Assistant. 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Samuel  Dudley,  Esq., 
Captain  Prentice,  James  Betton,  Esq.,  and  Major  Bellows, 
be  a  Committee  of  this  House,,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the 
honourable  Council,  to  examine  into  and  report  what  Wages 
or  Pay  each  Committee-man,  that  have  been  employed  by 
the  late  Congresses,  and  by  this  House,  ought  to  receive  for 
their  services,  and  to  make  report  to  this  House  thereof. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  January  80,  1776. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjoumrpent. 

Voted,  That  Nicholas  Oilman,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony,  be  desired  to  forward  the  Blankets  collected  for  the 
Continental  Army,  to  Head-Quarters,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
with  an  account  thereof  to  the  General,  and  to  receive  the 
money  for  them,  or  a  receipt  from  the  Commissary-Ge- 
neral. 


Voted,  That  the  Muster-Roil  of  Captain  James  Merrill, 
amounting  to  four  Pounds  five  Siiillings  and  three  Pence, 
be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  tlie  Pre- 
sident give  his  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment  tliereof. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Walker,  John  McClary,  Esq.,  and 
Samuel  Sherburne,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to 
join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  make  report 
to  this  House  what  pay  Dr.  Hall  Jackson  ought  to  receive 
for  his  past  services  to  this  Colony,  and  what  establishment 
he  shall  have  in  future. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Moulton,  Colonel  David  Oilman, 
and  Major  John  Bellows,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House, 
to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  consult 
about  appointing  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  this 
day  voted  to  be  raised  for  the  Continental  Anny,  and  for 
further  carrying  the  said  vote  into  execution,  and  make  re- 
port to  this  House. 

Voted,  To  raise  one  Regiment  of  Soldiers  forthwith,  to 
consist  of  eight  Companies ;  each  Company  to  consist  of 
one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants, 
four  Corporals,  one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six 
Privates,  all  to  be  on  the  lines  of  the  Continental  Army  by 
the  first  day  of  February-nn^l,  and  to  continue  in  the  service 
until  the  first  day  oi  April  next,  on  the  establishment  of  the 
Continental  Army ;  and  also  to  raise  more  men,  so  as  to 
make  up  another  Regiment,  of  the  same  number,  in  case 
General  Sullivan  shall  fail  of  raising  a  full  Regiment  out  of 
our  Militia  now  in  the  service ;  and  that  a  Committee  of  this. 
House  be  appointed  to  join  with  a  Committee  of  the  honour- 
able Board,  and  be  fully  airthorized  to  carry  this  vote  into 
execution,  saving  to  the  Council  and  Assembly  the  right  of 
appointing  the  Field-Officers. 

Voted,  That  Joseph  Wait,  Esq.,  be  Colonel  of  the  Re- 
giment, voted  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  for  die  Continen- 
tal Army;  and  that  Henry  Oerrish,  Esq.,  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  and  Isaac  Butterfield,  Esq.,  be  Major,  of  said  Re- 
giment. 

Voted,  That  the  Regiment  this  day  toted  to  be  raised  in 
this  Colony,  to  continue  in  the  service  until  die  first  day  of 
April  next,  and  to  be  on  the  lines  of  the  Continental  Army 
by  the  first  day  of  February  next,  on  the  establishment  of 
the  Continental  Army,  shall  be,  instead  of  that  service, 
inlisted  for  the  service  in  the  Northern  Army,  commanded 
by  General  Schiyler,  now  in  Canada,  to  continue  in  that 
service  until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  unless  sooner 
discharged,  and  to  be  on  the  same  establishment  with  the 
other  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  said  Army  ;  and  that  Co- 
lonel Timothy  Bedel  command  the  said  Regiment  as  Co- 
lonel ;  that  Joseph  Wait,  Esq.,  be  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  and 
Isaac  Butterfield,  Esq.,  be  Major,  of  such  Regiment ;  and 
that  each  officer  and  soldier  that  shall  inlist  in  said  service, 
shall  receive  two  montlis'  advance  pay  upon  their  being 
mustered ;  and  in  case  the  said  Major  Butterfield  shall  be 
by  any  means  rendered  incapable  of  proceeding  in  said  ser- 
vice, that  a  blank  commission  be  given  to  Colonel  Bedel  or 
Colonel  M^ait,  to  appoint  some  other  person  to  be  Major  in 
his  stead,  this  vote  notwithstanding. 

Voted,  That  the  Muster-RoU  of  Captain  Eliphalet  Da- 
niel, amounting  to  thirty-one  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and 
six  Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  Councjl  give  his  order  on  the 
Treasurer  for  payment  thereof. 

Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  afternoon- 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Doctor  HaU  Jackson,  Mr.  Sherbum£r  and 
Captain  Long,  be  a  Cwnmittee  to  procure  one  hundred  and 
fifty  stand  of  Anns,  now  in  Portsmouth,  belonging  to  the 
Massachusetts  Colony,  and  all  the  Duffills  for  Blanketing, 
that  they  can  procure  at  Portsmouth,  and  transport  them  to 
Ereter,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,.  That  Colonel  Moreyhe  appomted  to  procure  four 
hundred  Hatchets,  and  also  Snow-Shoes,  for  the  use  of  the 
Regiment  going  to  Canada,  sufficient  for  their  service. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Richard  Champney  be  desired  to  pro- 
cure and'deliver  to  the  Treasurer  one  hundred  and  twenty 
good  Tin  Ketdes,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for  the  use  of  the  Re- 
giment going  to  Canada.  ,     ,r 
Voted,  that  Colonel  Morey  and  Major  Bettows  be  Mus- 
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termasters  of  the  Regiment  gouig  to  Canada,  and  also  Pay- 
masters ol"  their  ad\ance  Wages,  when  tliey  are  mustered  at 
Coos,  or  elsewhere. 
Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Monday,  January  22, 1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  whereas  by  a  vote  of  Saturday  last,  Colo- 
nel Morey  and  Major  Bellows  were  appinted  Mustermas- 
ters  and  Paymasters  to  the  Regiment  going  to  Canada,  and 
w<?re  directed  to  pay  tlieir  advance  Wages  when  mustered  at 
Coos,  or  elsewhere  : 

It  is  now  fuitlier  Voted,  That  the  said  Paymasters  deli- 
ver one  half  of  said  advance  Pay  to  die  Field-Ofiicers,  to  be 
paid  to  the  Soldiers  upon  ilieir  inUstment,  and  the  other  half 
to  be  paid  on  tJieir  passing  muster. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  David  Gilman,  James  Betton,  Esq., 
and  Captain  Prentice,  be  a  Committee  of  the  honourable 
Boanl  concerning  General  Sullivan's  appointing  Officers 
for  a  new  Regiment,  and  his  requisition  to  this  Assembly 
concerning  said  Regiment ;  and  to  make  report  to  tliis  House 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Nicholas  Gilman,  Captain  Josiah 
Moulton,  and  Captain  Ezekiel  Worthen,  be  a  Committee 
of  this  House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board, 
to  hire  or  agree  with  a  person  or  persons  to  build,  for  the 
use  of  tliis  Colony,  a  Row-Galley,  agreeable  to  a  plan  or 
draft  presented  to  this  House  by  Major  Hackett. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  two  ojclock,  P.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  there  be  added  to  the  Pay  of  each  of  the 
Members  of  the  honourable  Council,  and  of  this  House,  one 
Shilling  per  day  for  tlieir  attendance  in  Congress  and  on 
this  Assembly,  for  six  mondis,  from  the  first  sitting  of  Con- 
gress, on  the  twenty-first  of  December  last. 

Mr.  Champmy  r(,'ported  to  the  House  that  he  had  pro- 
cured twenty-diree  six-quart  Kettles  at  Portsmouth,  and 
that  thirty  more  will  be  ready  at  Neivburyport  on  Wednes- 
day night  next,  and  that  thirty  more  can  be  ready  at  New- 
buryport  by  Saturday  night  week. 

Voted,  Tliat  Colonel  Evans,  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  and 
Ichabod  Rawlins,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to 
join  a  Committee  of  tlie  honourable  Board,  to  confer  upon 
tlie  expediency  of  choosing  Delegates  or  a  Delegate  for  this 
Colony,  to  represent  us  at  tlie  Grand  Continental  Congress 
at  Philadelphia,  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Voted,  That  Wyseman  Clagett,  Esq.,  be  Attorney-Ge- 
neral for  tliis  Colony  for  tlie  current  year. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Timothy  Walker,  Esq.,  go  to 
Head-Quarters  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  inquire  what  number 
of  Troops  are  inlisted  there,  belonging  to  diis  Colony,  to  be 
in  the  service  till  the  first  of  April  next,  and  what  Officers 
they  choose  to  command  them ;  and  to  make  any  further 
inquiries  concerning  the  state  of  our  Troops  there ;  and  to 
make  report  diereof  to  this  House,  or  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

^  Tuesday,  January  23,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  Tliat  Colonel  Walker,  Captain  Prentice,  and 
Colonel  David  Gilman,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to 
join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  to- 
gether, and  make  report  to  diis  House,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
what  may  be  best  to  be  done  in  respect  to  the  Regiment 
now  raising  for  the  Continental  Anny,  and  corrunissioning 
them. 

Voted,  That  Major  Dotming,  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  and 
Colonel  Morey,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  confer 
■widi  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  about  nomina- 
ting diree  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  at  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  at  Philadelphia. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Timothy  Walker,  Captain  Josiah 
Moulton,  Captain  Prentice,  Mr.  Jacob  Abbott,  Colonel 
Evans,  and  Colonel  Moray,  be  a  Committee  of  diis  House, 
to  confer  widi  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Council, 
about  the  appoinunent  of  tlie  Civil  Officers  in  this  Colony. 


The  following  Vote  of  Council  was  brought  down  from 
the  Board,  viz : 

"2/1  Council,  January  23,  1776:  Whereas,  by  law,  all 
persons  a]ipointed  to  Offices  in  Towns  or  Parishes  in  this 
Colony  are  required  to  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  their  duty  therein  ;  and  as  difficulties  have,  and  often  may 
arise  by  reason  of  no  Magistrate  attending  Town  or  Parish 
meetings,  nor  being  appointed  in  some  Towns  or  Parishes ; 
for  remedy  whereof,  it  is  now  Resolved,  That  the  Mode- 
rator of  any  such  Town  or  Parish  meeting,  which  may  be 
iield  in  this  Colony,  be,  and  is  hereby,  empowered  to  ad- 
minister the  oath  appointed  by  law  to  any  Clerk  of  such 
Town  or  Parish  ;•  and  after\\'ards  such  Clerk  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  administer  the  oaths  appointed  by  law  to  all 
other  Town  or  Parish  Officers. 

"  Read,  and  sent  down  to  the  honourable  House  for  con- 
currence. RI.  Wearp,  President." 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Jamiaty  2.3,  1776 : 
Resolve  being  read,  Voted,  That  this  House  concur  diere- 
with.  P.  White,  Speaker. 

Voted,  That  Deacon  Nahum  Baldwin  receive  out  of  the 
Treasury  diirty-five  Pounds,  to  purchase  Fire-Arms  for  this 
Colony,  and  to  be  by  him  accounted  for ;  and  that  the 
President  of  the  Council  give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for 
payment  thereof. 

And  Voted,  To  send  one  of  the  Members  of  this  House, 
(being  of  die  Committee  of  Safety)  and  one  of  the  honour- 
able Council,  whom  they  shall  apjjoint;  as  a  Committee  to 
treat  with  his  Excellency  Genenil  Washington  about  offi- 
cering the  Regiment  now  raising  for  die  Continental  Army; 
and  that  said  Committee  have  full  power  to  settle  those 
matters  with  the  General ;  and  diat  Captain  Josiah  Moul- 
ton be  the  Committee  from  this  House. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Rawlins,  Mr.  Cuits,  and  Colonel  Da- 
vid Gilman,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  honourable  Board,  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  Treasury,  and  also  to  report  what  further  sum  of  Bills 
of  Credit  is  necessary  to  be  emkted  on  the  faith  of  this  Co- 
lony for  our  present  exigencies,  and  in  what  manner  to  be 
emitted  ;  and,  also,  to  receive  of  die  Treasurer  all  such  Bills 
as  are  on  interest,  now  m  the  Treasury,  and  to  bring  the 
same  to  be  burnt  to  ashes  before  the  General  Court. 

Voted,  That  Captain  John  Calfe  be,  and  is  hereby,  ap- 
pointed to  countersign  the  Bills  of  Credit  now  lying  in  the 
Treasury  not  countersigned. 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Ichabod  Rawlins,  Esq., 
Colonel  David  Gilman,  Samuel  Cutis,  Esq.,  Samuel  Sher- 
burne, Esq.,  John  McClary,  Esq.,  and  Major  Task,  be  a 
Committee  to  examine  into  the  matters  of  complaint  of  the 
Committee  of  Londonderry  agajrist  Adam  Stuart,  who  is 
suspected  of  being  inimical  to  tliis  country;  and  to  make 
report  to  this  House  as  scon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Josiah  Bartlcit,  John  Langdon,  and  fVil- 
liam  Whipple,  Esqs.,  be,  and  liereby  are,  appointed  Dele- 
gates to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress 
at  Philadelphia,  for  the  term  of  one  year  from  diis  time ; 
any  one  of  them  (in  the  absence  of  the  others)  to  have  full 
power  Jo  re^jresent  die  Colony  ;  and  that  not  more  than  two 
of  them  attend  at  one  time. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee,  to  confer  witli  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  honourable  Board,  and  make  report  to  this 
House  in  what  manner,  and  in  what  name,  such  Writs, 
Warrants,  and  Precepts,  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  issued 
in  cases  of  Trespasses,  Assaults,  and  other  Breaciies  of  the 
Peace,  and  also  for  collecting  of  Taxes,  shall  be  .issued ; 
and  diat  Dr.  Levi  Dearborn,  Captain  Mooney,  and  Captain 
Calfe,  be  the  Committee  of  this  House  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
hear  and  examine  into  the  matters  of  complaint  of  the  Com- 
mittee oi  Londonderry  against  Adam  Stuart,  be  received 
and  filed. 

And  Ordered,  That  Captain  Long,  Mr.  Rawlins,  and 
Mr.  Emerson,  write  a  Letter  to  the  General  Court  at  Water- 
toivn,  to  advertise  them  of  the  trial  of  said  Stuart  before  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  and  diat  they  have  adjudged  him 
to  be  inimical  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty. 

Upon  the  application  of  Daniel  Jackson  for  liberty  to 
sail  as  a  Privateer  against  our  enemies, 
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Voted,  That  Ichabod  Rawlins,  and  John  McClary,  Esqs., 
and  Mr.  Baker,  be  a  Conmiittee  of  tliis  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  consuh  on  that  mat- 
ter, and  commission  him  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  thuik 
best,  and  lay  the  same  before  this  House  for  their  appro- 
bation. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

•Wednesday,  January  24,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  To  direct  our  Delegates  at  the  Continental  Con- 
gress to  purchase  and  send  here,  on  freight,  one  thousand 
barrels  of  Flour,  on  account  and  risk  of  this  Colony,  at  the 
best  and  cheapest  rate  possible. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Morey,  Colonel  Gerrish,  and  Dr. 
Dearborn,  be  a  Committee  to  view  and  buy  twenty  Fire- 
Arms,  procured  for  the  use  of  tliis  Colony  by  Mr.  Moses 
Parsons. 

Voted,  That  Dr.  Joshua  Brackett  be  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  for  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire ;  and  that 
Samuel  Penhalloiv,  Esq.,  be  Register  of  said  Court. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Walker  and  Samuel  Sherburne, 
Esq.,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a  Committee  of 
the  honourable  Board,  to  consult  and  draw  up  such  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  be  governed 
by,  as  may  appear  to  be  legal  and  necessary  at  this  time, 
and  to  make  report  to  this  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  die  honourable  Board,  to  draw  up  Instruc- 
tions for  the  Committee  voted  to  be  sent  to  General  Wash- 
ington about  officering  the  Regiment  now  raising  for  the 
Continental  Army;  and  that  Colonel  Walker  and  James 
Betton,  Esq.,  be  the  said  Committee  from  this  House. 

Voted,  That  the  draft  for  a  Commission  for  Captain 
Daniel  Jackson,  as  master  and  commander  of  the  Privateer 
Enterprise,  brought  by  Mr.  Clagett  into  this  House  by 
order  of  Council,  is  acceptable  to  the  House,  and  that  the 
same  be  sealed  up  in  a  letter  and  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Portsmouth,  who  are  to  take  bond  of  said  Jack- 


Bill  of  the  constituents  of  each  respective  Member.    Which 
being  read  anfl  considered, 

footed,  Tliat  this  House  adhere  to  their  former  Vote. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  January  25,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley  and  James  Betton,  Esqs.,  be 
a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of 
the  honourable  Board,  concerning  settling  the  dispute  be- 
tween Colonel  Hobart  and  Colonel  Stark,  and  make  rejK»ri 
thereon  to  this  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  David  Gilman  and  Captain  Pren- 
tice be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  for  the  puqwse 
of  fitting  out  the  Regiment  under  command  of  Colonel 
Bedel  for  Canada. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  proceed  to  fit  out 
and  send  off  to  Canada  the  Regiment  under  command  of 
Colonel  Bedel,  the  sitting  of  the  General  Assembly  not- 
withstanding. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Walker,  Mr.  Gibson,  and  Captain 
Bell,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  confer  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  honourable  Board,  about  an  adjournment  of 
the  Council  and  House,  and  to  make  report  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Voted,  To  send  no  answer  to  Colonel  Hobarfs  message 
by  Mr.  Gray. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Cutis,  Esq.,  Commissary,  receive 
out  of  the  Treasury  five  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  ac- 
counted for,  and  that  die  President  of  the  Council  give 
order  oh  the  Treasurer  for  payment  thereof. 

Voted,  The  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Market  their 
Account  for  Fire-Rafts,  amounting  to  thirty-nine  Pounds 
six  Shillings  and  tliree  Pence  half-penny,  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the 
Council  give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment  diereof. 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Otis  Baker,  Esq., 
Mr.  Jacob  Abbott,  Captain  Prentice,  and  Mr.  Emerson,  be 
a  Committee  to  join  with  a  Committee  of  the  honourable 


son  for  his  faithful  discharge  of  his  trust,  in  case  the  same#  ^^^^.^  ^^  nominate  proper  persons  in  the  respective  Coun^ 
measure  is  adopted  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Massachu-  -      -   -  -■  ■  -    - 

setts-Bay ;  the  bond  to  be  for  one  thousand  Pounds. 
Adjourned  to  half-past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  in  case  the  Regiment  now  raising  for  the 
Continental  Army  be  raised  at  the  lines  or  elsewhere,  or 
nearly  filled  up  under  the  officers  appointed  by  General 
Stdlivan,  that  the  same  officers  stand  according  to  his  ap- 
pointment. Otherwise  tiiat  die  Committee  of  this  House 
nominate  six  persons  as  candidates — three  of  which  to  be 
Field-Officers  of  said  Regiment,  viz:  Colonel  William 
Stark,  Major  Thomas  Tash,  Major  David  Copp,  Colonel 
Jonathan  Bumam,  Colonel  Henry  Gerrish,  and  Captain 
Hercules  Mooncy. 

Voted,  That  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  Pounds  and  fifteen  Shillings,  in  paper  Bills,  on  inte- 
rest, received  out  of  the  Treasury  by  the  Committee  of         ^  ^^^^    ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^„„.„  , , 

both  Houses,  be  forthwith  burnt  to  ashes  in  presence  of    ^^^^[  PrZtice',"Cantaln  Worthcn,  John  McClary,  Esq.,  and 


ties  in  die  Colony  to  administer  an  Oath  to  the  respective 
Officers  of  each  County  in  said  Colony,  and  to  nominate  a 
Committee  in  each  County  to  receive  Bonds  of  the  Record- 
ers of  Deeds  and  Conveyances,  Register  of  Probate,  and 
County  Treasurer,  in  the  respective  Counties  in  this  Colony  ; 
also,  to  nominate  a  Committee  in  each  County  to  remove 
the  Record  of  Deeds  and  Conveyances  and  of  Probate  to 
the  places  where  they  are  to  be  kept  in  die  respective 
Counties. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  January  26,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Matthew  Morley,  a  prisoner  here,  receive 
out  of  the  Treasury  twelve  Pounds,  towards  his  subsistence, 
to  be  by  him  accounted  for,  and  that  the  President  of  the 
Council  give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment  diereof. 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Major  Barker,  Cap- 


both  Houses ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  be,  and  hereby 
are,  discharged  in  full  from  the  receipt  thereof. 

Voted,  That  the  balance  of  the  Account  of  Amos  East- 
man, for  Guns,  amounting  to  thirty-two  Pounds  sixteen  Shil- 
lings, be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  on  the  Treasurer 
for  payment  thereof. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Richard  Emms,  now  a  prisoner  at 
Portsmouth,  receive  out  of  the  Treasury  fifteen  Pounds,  to- 
wards his  subsistence,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  on  the  Treasurer 
for  payment  thereof. 

The  Vote  of  this  House  of  January  15,  1776,  relating 
to  the  Pay  of  the  Membere  of  the  honourable  Council  and 
of  this  House,  being  sent  up  to  the  honourable  Board ;  and 
being  sent  down  to  this  House,  (by  Mr.  Giles,)  concurred 
witl^this  amendment,  viz:  That  the  money  drawn  out  of 
the  Treasury,  by  each  Member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, for  their  attendance,  shall  be  added  to  the  next  Tax 
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James  Betton,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee,  to  join  a  Committee 
of  the  honourable  Council,  about  settling  the  Wages  of  both 
Houses. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Long,  Major  Dovming,  and  Dea- 
con Knowles,  be  a  Committee,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the 
honourable  Council,  to  consider  of  the  petitioning  the 
honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  widi  regard  to  the 
settling  one  or  more  Battalions  of  Soldiers  at  Portsmouth, 
or  any  other  part  of  this  Colony,  for  the  defence  Uiereof, 
upon  the  Continental  charge  and  establishment. 

Voted,  That  Philips  White,  Esq.,  and  Noah  Emery, 
Esq.,  for  the  County  o{  Rockingham ;  Colonel  Baker  and 
Ichabod  Rollins,  Esq.,  for  the  County  of  Strafford;  Mat- 
thew Patten,  Esq.,  and  Moses  Nichols,  Esq.,  for  the  County 
of  Hillsborough ;  Thomas  Sparhawk,  Esq.,  and  Benjamin 
Bdloivs,  Jun.,  Es(].,  for  the  County  of  Cheshire ;  Samuel 
Emerson,  Esq.,  and  Daniel  Brainard,  Esq.,  for  the  County 
of  Grafton,  be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  Committees,  in 
conjunction  with  a  Committee  bom  the  honourable  Board, 
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in  the  respective  Counties,  to  administer  Oaths  or  Oath  of 
Office  to  the  several  persons  ciioscn  into  office  in  the  alore- 
said  Counties ;  also,  to  take  Bonds  of  the  respective  Record- 
ers of  Deeds  and  Conveyances  and  County  Treasurers,  ma 
respectahle  sum,  to  Philips  White,  Esq.,  Speaker  oi  the 
House  of  Representatives,  or  the  Speaker  for  the  time  being, 
faithfully  and  imjianially  to  execute  their  office.  Also, 
to  remove  the  Records  of  Deeds  and  of  the  Probate  Offi- 
ces, and  diose  of  the  Sccretar)',  and  deliver  them  to  the 
persons  now  appointed  to  keep  those  offices;  also,  upon 
the  death  or  incapacity  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  officers, 
where  Records  are  kept,  that  they,  in  their  respective 
Counties,  be  empowered  to  take  such  Records  and  safely 
keep  them  till  the  then  next  sitting  of  General  Assembly. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Prentice  and  Captain  Hercules 
Mooney  be  a  Committee  of  diis  House,  to  join  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  honourable  Council,  to  prepare  a  form  pf  an 
Oath,  or  Oadis,  to  be  taken  by  the  several  Officers  of  the 
respective  Counties  in  this  Cplony. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Walker  and  Captain  Long  be  a  _ 

Committee  of  this    House,  to  join    a  Committee  of  the    be  a  Committee  to  procure  Paper  and  superintend  the  Press, 


the  26th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1783 ; 
£5,000  more  by  the  26th  of  January,  1784  ;  £5,000  more 
by  the  26th  o(  January,  1785;  £5,008  I6s.  more  by  the 
26th  of  January,  1786.  And  that  the  form  of  said  Bills  be 
as  follows,  viz : 
"  Colony  of  New-Hampshire. 

".  .  .  .  Dollars.  .  •  •  Dollars. 

"  No.  (         )  January  26,  1 776. 

«  The  possessor  of  this  bill  shall  be  paid  by  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Colony  ....  dollars,  by  the ; 

which  bill  shall  be  received  for  the  aforesaid  sum  in  all  pay- 
ments at  the  Treasury,  and  all  other  payments  by  order  of 
the  Council  and  Assembly. 

".  .  ,  .  Dollars.  ....  Dollars. 

S  Committee." 

That  Josiah  MovUon,  Jiin.,  Joseph  Gilman,  and  Philips 
White,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to 
sign  said  Bills.  • 

That  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.  and  Doctor  Levi  Dearborn 


honourable  Council,  to  consult  about  the  most  convenient 
method  of  obtaining  Flour  from  abroad. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Gilman  and  Colonel  Evans  be  a 
Committee  to  procure  seventy  Axes,  for  the  use  of  the 
Regiment  destined  for  Canada,  on  the  best  terms  they  can 
get  them. 

Upon  reading  the  Vote  of  the  honourable  Council,  that 
the  Pay  due  to  the  several  Members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly be  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the 
Session,  according  to  the  Votes  of  the  House ;  and  the  ques- 
tion. Whether  the  same  shall  be  replaced  in  the  Treasury 
by  tlie  constituents  of  each  Member,  as  well  as  the  foture 
wages,  be  put  off  until  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  sitting 
of  the  General  Assembly  after  this  adjournment  ? 

Voted,  Not  to  concur. 

Voted,  That  Noah  Emery,  Esq.,  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury  six  Shillings  per  day  for  each  day's  at- 
tendance in  the  late  Congress  and  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  his  service  as  Clerk  of  said  Houses,  over  and^g  Colony,  over  and  above  his  wages  as  a  Counsellor. 


while  the  Money  is  printing,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the 
Treasurer,  and  take  his  receipt  therefor. 

All  which  Bills,  after  their  redemption,  shall  be  burnt  to 
ashes  in  the  presence  of  the  Council  and  Assembly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  January  27,  1776. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  honourable  Council  and  House  of  Re- 
presentatives shall  be  adjourned  from  this  day  to  the  first 
Wednesday  in  March  next,  to  meet  at  the  Town-House  in 
Exeter,  at  three  of  the  clock,  afternoon. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Secretary  Thompson  shall  receive  three 
Shillings  per  day,  for  sixteen  days'  attendance  on  the  late 
Congress  as  Secretary,  over  and  above  his  wages  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  said  Congress,  (out  of  the  grant  made  yesterday  to 
Noah  Emery,  as  Clerk  of  said  Congress,)  and  that  he  re- 
ceive six  Shillings  per  day  for  his  services  as  Secretary  to 


above  his  wages  as  a  Member  of  the  same. 

Voted,  That  die  Justices  of  the  Peace  through  this 
Colony,  and  of  the  several  Counties  within  the  same,  be 
directed  to  try  no  Actions  in  Civil  Cases  until  further  or- 
ders of  the  General  Assembly.  That,  after  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  the  several  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Peace  sit  in  the  respective  Counties,  at  the  terms  heretofore 
appointed  by  law,  and  not  before.  That  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace  make  use  of  the  same  Forms  in  the  issumg  their 
process  in  Criminal  Cases,  as  has  been  legal  formerly. 
That  die  several  Courts  of  Sessions  at  their  meeting  take 
up  and  determine  all  matters  that  lay  unfinished  by  the  last 
Court  of  General  Sessions  held  in  such  County. 

Tliat  die  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  fee,  and  the 
several  Inferior  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  in  tlieir  respective 
Counties,  be  not  opened  till  further  orders  of  the  General 

Assembly. 

That  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  be  guided  by  the  laws  of 

this  Colony,  in  determining  criminal  matters,  till  otherwise 

determined  by  the  General  Assembly.   That  the  laws  of  this 

Colony,  printed  in  the  late  pdition  thereof,  originally  made 

and  passed  by  the  legislative  authority  of  diis  Colony,  may 

at  present  (until  a  more  careful  revision  and  amendment  of   ^^^^^  ^^  payment  thereof. 

them)  be  a  guide  to  all  Executive  oincers  oi  this  L  olony, 

and  be  considered  as  law,  except  an  Act  requiring  persons  to 

take  an  oath  of  allegiance,  (in  the  first  page ;)  all  clauses 

respecting  the  Govemour  and  Council  sitting  or  acting  as  a 

Court  of  Appeals ;  the  clause  allowing  an  appeal  to  the 

King  in  case.  Sic. ;  die  Act  for  fixing  triennial  Assemblies  ; 

and  an  Act  laying  an  excise  on  Spirituous  Liquors. 

Besolved,  That  there  be  emitted  twenty  thousand  and 
eight  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings,  lawful  money,  upon  the  cre- 
dit of  this  Colony,  for  the  use  and  service  thereof,  in  Bills 
of  the  following  denominations,  viz:  3,176  bills  of  six  Dol- 
lars ;  3.176  bills  of  five  Dollars ;  3,176  bills  of  four  Dollars  ; 
3.176  bills  of  three  Dollars;  3,176  bills  of  two  Dollars; 
3,176  bills  of  one  Dollar.  And  that  the  same  shall  be  re- 
deemed by  a  tax  on  die  Polls  and  Estates  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony,  in  the  JpUowing  manner,  viz:  £5,000  by 


Voted,  That  Captain  Ezckiel  Worthen  be  chief  com- 
mander of  the  forces  at  and  near  Piscaiaqua  Harbour,  and 
that  he,  with  the  soldiers  there,  erect  such  Battery,  on  and 
near  Great-Island,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  landing  there ;  and  that  he  receive  a  Major's 
commission,  and  have  a  Major's  pay. 

Voted,  That  the  Roll  of  Captain  TVilliam  Prescott, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  Pounds  four- 
teen Shillings  five  Pence  half-penny,  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Council 
give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment  thereof. 

Voted,  That  the  Oath  to  be  taken  by  the  several  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  this  Colony  shall  be  the  same  as  that  in 
the  last  edition  of  the  Law  Book  ;  and  that  all  other  officers 
be  sworn  diligendy,  faithfully,  and  impartially,  to  execute 
the  offices  to  which  they  are  appointed. 

Adjourned  one  hour,  then  met. 

Voted,  That  WiUiam  Whipple,  Esq.,  our  Delegate  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  have  and  receive,  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury one  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  on  the  Trea- 


Voted,  That  the  Receiver-General  and  Samuel  Brooks 
receive  all  the  Blankets  offered  to  them,  from  diis  day  nntil 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session  of  this  Assembly,  and  pay 
for  them  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  directed  to 
write  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  lay  the  plan  of  Go- 
vernment, taken  up  by  this  Colony,  before  them,  and  let 
them  know  that  a  number  of  the  Members  of  this  House 
dissented  to  and  protested  against  the  same,  (supposing  it 
breathed  too  much  of  the  spirit  of  independence,)  and  to 
know  the  judgment  of  the  Congress  thereon. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Turner  be,  and  hereby  is,  discharged 
from  the  service  of  diis  Colony  as  Captain  of  a  Company 
of  Artillery,  and  also  of  his  said  Company,  and  diat  Major 
Ezekiel  Worthen  take  the  command  of  said  Company. 
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Voted,  That  die  Committee  of  Safety  receive  out  of  the 
Treasuiy  nine  Shilhngs  pei-  day,  for  their  past  service,  and 
for  every  day  of  their  sitting  in  future,  in  the  recess  of  the 
General  Court,  they  paying  their  expenses  ;  and  that  they 
be  allowed  the  same  travel  as  the  Members  of  the  General 
Court  have. 

Voted,  That  the  following  Petition  be  sent  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  viz : 

To  the  Hoiiourabk  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies  of 
North  America. 

Humbly  showeth  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  the  Colony 
of  New-Hampshire  : 

That  by  reason  of  tlieir  vicinity  to  the  Town  of  Boston, 
and  the  enemy's  ships-of-war  often  hovering  round  their  coast 
and  harbour,  they  have  been  kept,  for  many  months  past, 
in  perpetual  alarm ;  have  been  at  a  very  great  expense  in 
preparing  to  defend  themselves,  at  least  thirty  thousand 
pounds,  lawful  money,  in  erecting  batteries,  mounting  can- 
non, and  supporting  soldiers,  having  had  fourteen  hundred 
men  under  pay  at  one  time,  exclusive  of  two  hundred  ma- 
trosses  to  guard  the  metropolis,  and  expect,  the  ensuing 
spring,  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  raising  a  much  larger 
number ;  and  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  order  a  number 
of  battalions  of  men  to  be  raised,  to  guard  other  Colonies, 
and  as  this  is  by  far  the  poorest  Colony  on  the  Continent, 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  we  most  humbly 
pray  your  Honours  would  order  such  a  number  of  men  to 
be  raised  and  stationed  at  Portsjnouth,  and,  in  case  of  any 
emergency,  to  assist  our  neighbour  Colonies,  as  you  in  your 
wisdom  shall  see  fit. 

The  House  adjourned  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  March 
next,  to  meet  tlien  at  the  Town-House  in  Exeter,  at  three 
of  the  clock,  afternoon. 


A  List  of  the  Members  returned  as  Delegates  from  the 
several  Towns  and  places  in  the  Colony  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, to  sit  hi  Congress,  began  and  held  at  Exeter, 
on  the  twenty  first  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1775,  and 
continued  as  a  Congress  until  the  eighth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1776,  when  the  Council  separated  from  the  House, 
and  then  being,  according  to  the  plan  of  Government, 
two  distinct  branches  of  the  Legislature,  formed  into  a 
General  Court. 

Names  of  Representatives. 

Portsmouth  :  Samuel  Cutts,  Esq.,  Samuel  Sherburne,  Esq., 

Captain  Pierce  Long — 3. 
Hampton:  Ci]ita.in  Josiah  Moulton — 1. 
Northampton  :  Dr.  Levi  Dearborn — 1 . 
Exeter  :  John  Giddinge,  Esq.,  Noah  Emery,  Esq. — 2. 
Londonderry  :  Matthew  Thornton,  Esq.,  (advanced  to  the 

Council,)  Mr.  John  Bell— 2. 
Rye:  Nathan  Goss — 1. 

Kingston  and  East-Kingston:   Samuel  Philbrook — 1. 
Greenland:   Clement  March,  Esq. — 1. 
Newington:  Richard  Dovming,  Esfj. — 1. 
Stratham:  Benjamin  Barker — 1. 
Newmarket:   Thomas  Ta«A,  Esq. — 1. 
South AJiPTON  and  Newtown:  Philips  White,  Esq. — 1. 
Kensington:  Captain  £!sefo'e/  Worthen — 1. 
Plastow  and  Atkinson  :   Samuel  Kimball — 1. 
Hampstead:  John  Calfe — 1. 
Salem:    Caleb  Dustin — 1. 
Pelham:  Jam£s  Gibson — 1. 

Chester  :  Stephen  Morse,  Captain  Robert  Wilson — 2. 
Raymond ;iND  Poplin:  John  Dudley,  Esq. — 1. 
Brentwood  :   Samuel  Dudley,  Esq. — 1. 
Hampton  Falls  and  Seabrook  :  Hon.  Meshech   Weare, 

Esq.— 1. 
Deerfield  and  Northwood:  Jeremiah  Eastman — 1. 
Canterbury  ant)  Loudoun  :   Thomas  Clough — 1 . 
Chichester,  Epsom,  AND  Allenstown:  John  Mc Clary, 

Esq.— 1. 
Pembroke:  David  Gilman,  Esq. — 1. 
Windham:  James  Betton,  Ksc^. — 1. 
Bow  and  Dunbarton:  Captain  Caleb  Page — 1. 
Concord:   Timothy  Walker,  Jun.,  F,sq. — 1. 
Epping  :  Nehemiah  Wheeler — 1. 
Newcastle:  Henry  Prescott,  Esq. — 1. 
Dover:  Stephen  Evans,  Esq.,  Otis  Baker,  Esq. — 2. 


Durham:  Ebenezer  Thompson,  Esq. — 1.     (Advanced  to 

the  Council.) 
Lee  :  Captain  Hercules  Mooney — 1 . 
SoMERs worth:  Ichabod  Rollins,  Esq. — 1. 
Rochester:  Deacon  James  Knowles — 1. 
Barrington  :  Captain  Samuel  Hayes — 1 
GiLMANTON  AND  Barnstead  :  Joscjjh  Badger,  Esq. — 1. 
Sanbornton  and  Meredith  :  Ebenezer  Smith,  Ksq. — 1. 
Leavittston,  Wakefield,  and  Middleton:    Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Balch — 1 . 
Moultonborough,  Tamworth,  and  Sandwich  :  Daniel 

Beede,  Esq. — 1. 
Amherst  :  Moses  Nichols,  Esq.,  Mr.  Nahum  Baldwin — 2. 
Dunstable  :  Jonathan  Lovewell,  Esq. — 1. 
HoLLis:   Stephen  Ames — 1. 

Weare:  John  Worth — 1.  (Advanced  to  the  Council.) 
Hopkinton:  Captain  Stephen  Harriman — 1. 
New-Ipswich:    William  Shattuck — 1. 
Mason  and  Raby:  Mt.  Amos  Dakin — 1.  (Advanced  to 

the  Council.) 
Litchfield  and  Nottingham  West  :    Wyseman  Clagett, 

Esq. — 1.  (Advanced  to  the  Council.) 
Bedford:  Jonathan  Blanchard,  Esq. — 1. 
Deerfield  and  Goffstown:  Moses  Kelley,  Esq. — 1. 
BoscAWEN  AND  SALISBURY :  Henry  Gerrish,  Esq. — 1. 
Temple  and  Peterborough:   Samuel  Moore — 1. 
Wilton,    Lyndsborough,    Mile    Strip,  and  Duxbihiy 

Farm:  Mr.  Jacob  Abbot — 1. 
Henniker,  Deering,  Hillsborough,  and  Society  Land  : 

Captain  Joseph  Simonds — 1. 
Keene  :  Major  Timothy  Ellis — 1. 
Walpole:  Ma.pi  John  Bellows — 1. 
Charlestown:  Mi.  Elijah  Grout — 1. 
Claremont:  Ca.Tpia.m  Joseph  Wait — 1. 
Dublin  and  Monadnock  No.  5 :  Eliphalet  Stone — 1. 
Packersfield,  Limeric,  Camden,  and  Gilsum  :  Robert 

Pollock — 1 . 
Marlow,  Surry,  and  Alstead  :  Nathaniel  Sartel  Prenr 

tice — 1. 
Hinsdale  and  Chesterfield:  Archibald  Robinson — 1. 
Cornish,  Plainfield,  Protectworth,  and  Grantham  : 

Moses  Chase,  Esq. — 1. 
Unity,  Acworth,   Lempster,   Savile,   Croyden,   and 

Newport:  Benjamin  Giles,  Esq. — 1.  (Advanced  to  the 

Council. 
New-Chester,  Plymouth,  Cockermouth,  and  Alexan- 
dria:  Samuel  Emerson,  Esq. — 1. 
Rumney,  Holdebness,  Campton,  and  Thornton  :  Daniel 

Brainard,  Esq. — 1. 
Lyme,  Orford,  Warren,  Dorchester,  Wentworth,  and 

Piermont:  Israel  Morey,^s([. — 1. 
Haverhill,  Lyman,  Bath,  Gunthwait,  Landaff,  and 

Morriston:  John  Hurd,  Esq. — 1.    (Advanced  to  the 

Council. 
Apthorp,  Lancaster,    Northumberland,   Stratford, 

Cockburn,  Colburn,  Conway,  Shelburne,  and  the 

Towns  above  :  Captain  Abijah  Learned — 1 . 

Proceedings  of  the  honourable  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  begun  and  held 
at  the  Town-House  in  Exeter,  on  Wednesday,  the^ixth 
day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  1776,  by  adjournment. 

Wednesday,  March  6,  1776,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 
A  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Brentwood, 
called  Baptists,  being  read, 

Voted,  That  it  lay  for  consideration. 
Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  March  7,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  to  make  some  necessary 
additional  Rules  for  the  order  of  tliis  House  ;  and  tliat  Jo- 
nathan Lovewell,  Esq.,  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Joseph  Badger, 
Esq.,  Doctor  Levi  Dearborn,  and  John  Mc  Clary,  Esq.,  be 
a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  of  Mason  be  cited  to  appear 
before  this  House,  on  the  19th  day  of  MarcA  current,  if  this 
House  be  tlien  sitting ;  and  if  not,  then  on  tlie  second  day 
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of  their  sitting  afterwards,  to  answer  for  their  conduct  in  not 
returninj,'  tiie  Precept  sent  to  them  by  the  late  Congress, 
requiring  tlieni  to  send  a  Member,  to  represent  the  Towns  of 
Mason  and  Ral^i/  in  said  Congi-ess. 
Adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Deacon  Amos  Dakin  have  a  seat  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  House  until  the  matter  of  his  choice  be  heard  and 
determined  by  this  House. 

Voted,  That  the  Account  of  the  Selectmen  of  Sandown, 
for  Blankets,  anioimting  to  nine  Pounds,  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  die  Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the 
Council  give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment  thereof. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Cutts,  Esq.,  Jonathan  LoveweU, 
Esq.,  and  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  ho  a  Committee  of  this  House, 
to  join  a  Committee  of  die  honourable  Board,  to  confer 
together,  and  malie  report  to  this  House,  what  business  is 
most  necessary  to  be  entered  upon  immediately. 

Which  Committee  made  rejiort  as  follows,  viz : 

The  Conimitteo  apix)inted  by  both  Houses,  to  report  the 
business  necessary  to  be  acted  upon  at  this  session,  beg 
leave  to  report  as  follows : 

That  the  Superior  Court  be  opened  (as  soon  as  may  be) 
for  punishmg  criminals  and  trespassers. 

That  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  for 
the  several  Counties  be  in  future  opened,  and  held  as  usual ; 
likewise  the  Inferior  Courts  for  the  trial  of  trespasses  only. 

That  five  hundred  men,  including  officers,  and  those 
under  the  command  of  Captains  Salter  and  Daniels,  be  raised, 
and  be  on  the  lines  at  Portsmouth,  by  the  first  day  of  April 
next ;  and  the  company  of  Artillery  be  raised,  and  to  be 
reckoned  a  part  of  said  number :  their  wages  to  be  the  same 
as  those  in  the  Colony  service  the  last  year.  That  there  be 
one  gentleman  appointed  to  act  as  a  General  officer,  to  com- 
mand all  the  troops,  in  case  of  an  alarm  or  attack.  That 
proper  measures  be  taken  to  complete  the  several  Minute 
Regiments.  Tliat  no  officer  inlist  any  man  for  the  service 
of  this  Colony  who  hath  not  a  good  fire-arm.  That  pro- 
visron  be  made  for  the  five  hundred  men,  and  such  of  the 
Militia  as  may  be  called  in.  That  the  resolve  giving  and 
confirming  to  the  several  Constables  and  Collectors  the  same 
power  and  authority  for  collecting  of  Rates  and  Taxes  they 
formeriy  held  by  law,  be  printed  in  handbills,  and  distribu- 
ted. That  proclamation  be  made  of  the  form  of  Civil  Go- 
vernment lately  established  in  this  Colony,  and  the  list  of  civil 
officers,  that  all  persons  may  confonn  accordingly.  That 
in  case  of  an  alarm  or  attack  when  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly, or  Committee  of  Safety,  are  not  sitting,  the  General 
officer  call  in  the  Militia  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

That  a  Proclamation  issue  for  a  general  fast. 

Matthew  Thornton,  Chairman. 

Which  Report  being  read  and  considered. 
Voted,  That  the  same  be  received,  accepted,  and  esta- 
blished as  a  Resolve  of  this  House. 

Voted,  That  the  balance  of  the  Account  of  Nicholas 
NicoUe,  amounting  to  two  Pounds  five  Shillings  and  eight 
Fence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  on  the  Treasurer 
for  payment  thereof. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  eight  o'clock,  tormorrow  morning. 

Friday,  March  8,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  of  Leonard  IVhiting,  Benjamin  Whiting, 
Samuel  Cummings,  and  Thomas  Cummings,  relative  to  their 
being  summoned  before  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  HoUis, 
Dunstable,  Merrimack,  and  Litchfield,  being  read. 

Voted  and  Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  there- 
on, on  the  20tli  day  of  March  instant,  if  this  House  be  then 
sitting ;  and  if  not,  then  on  the  second  day  of  their  sitting 
afterwards  ;  and  that  they  cause  Robert  Fletcher,  die  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Safely,  or  Con-espondence,  of  Dun- 
stable, Hollis,  Litchfield,  and  Merrimack,  to  be  served  with 
a  copy  of  the  Petition  and  Order  thereon,  that  the  said 
Committee  may  appear  and  show  cause,  if  any  they  have, 
why  the  prayer  diereof  should  not  be  granted  ;  and  the  said 
Committee  are  hereby  ordered  to  cease  all  further  proceed- 
ings against  die  Petitioners  until  that  time. 


A  Petition  of  Enoch  Bean  against  Benjamin  Dow  and 
others,  being  read  and  considered, 

V^oted  and  Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Dow  and  Noah  Dow, 
both  of  Gilmanton,  and  John  Glidden  and  David  Glidden, 
both  of  die  Gore,  so  called,  be  cited  to  ajipear  before  this 
House,  on  Friday,  the  22d  day  of  March  instant,  to  an- 
swer for  dieir  contempt  of  the  order  of  the  Congress  appoint- 
ing a  Committee  of  Safely  of  Gilmanton,  to  hear  and  try  a 
trespass,  or  trespasses,  complained  of  by  said  Bean,  to  be 
committed  by  said  Dows  and  Gliddons  upon  lands  in  said 
Beanos  possession. 

Voted,  That  Jonathan  LoveweU,  Esq.,  Joseph  Badger, 
Esq.,  Dr.  Dearborn,  Captain  Nathaniel  Sartel Prentice,  and 
Mr.  Elijah  Grout,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  revise  and  correct 
the  Table  of  Fees  foF  the  several  Officers  of  diis  Colony, 
and  to  make  report  to  this  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Moses  Nichols,  Esq.,  Colonel  Walker,  and 
Mr.  Baldwin,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  together,  and 
make  a  form  of  a  Proclamation  of  the  Publick  Officers  ap- 
pointed for  this  Colony,  and  of  die  opening  of  die  several 
Courts  of  Justice,  and  also  for  a  Publick  Fast  diroughout  this 
Colony,  and  to  make  report  thereon  to  this  House  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  March  9,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Timothy  Walker,  David  Gilman,  and  »S!e- 
phen  Evans,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join 
a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  hear,  examine  and 
adjust  Accounts  and  Demands  against  this  Colony,  by  way 
of  petition  or  otherwise,  and  to  make  report  to  this  House 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  and  consult 
about  the  best  method  of  securing  the  Powder  Vessels  ex- 
pected soon  on  this  coast,  and  to  report  thereon  to  this 
House  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and  that  Captain  Long,  Mr. 
Sherburne,  and  Ichabod  Rau-lins,  Esq.,  be  die  Committee 
for  that  purpose. 

Which  Committee,  being  joined  by  a  Committee  from  the 
Board,  made  the  following  Report,  viz : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means 
for  the  security  of  the  expected  Powder  Vessels,  beg  leave 
to  make  the  following  report  :  That  it  is  advisable  to  send 
a  small  vessel  to  all  die  Eastern  ports,  to  give  them  intelli- 
gence that  two  of  die  enemy's  privateers  are  hovering  about 
our  harbour,  which  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  are  cruiz- 
ing after  our  powder  vessels,  now  expected,  and  beg  them 
to  apprize  the  Captains  thereof,  if  they  should  go  into  their 
ports.  Likewise,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  look 
out  for  a  suitable  vessel  to  fix  as  a  privateer,  to  be  employed 
to  cruize  after  our  enemies  ;  and  to  make  an  estimate  of  the 
cost,  and  make  return  qf  their  doings  as  soon  as  may  be. 
Nathaniel  Folsom,  Chairman. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  to  look  out  for  a  proper 
Vessel  of  War  to  guard  our  coast,  and  to  make  an  esdmate 
of  the  cost  and  expense  of  such  Vessel,  and  to  confer  with 
the  Captains  of  the  Privateers  now  in  Piscataqua  Harbour 
about  taking  the  Anned  Vessels  now  hovering  on  this  coast, 
and  also  to  despatch  a  small  Vessel  (if  they  think  neces- 
sary) to  the  Eastward,  to  acquaint  the  people  thera  of  die 
said  Armed  Vessels,  and  make  report  as  soon  as  may  be ; 
and  that  Mr.  Cutts,  Captain  Long,  and  Mr.  Sherburne,  be 
the  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Monday,  March  11,  1776,  P.  M. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  and  consult 
about  some  method  respecting  opening  the  Civil  Courts, 
and  what  restrictions  they  shall  be  laid  under ;  and  Colonel 
Damd  Gilman,  Jonathan  LoveweU,  Esq.,  and  Matthew  Pat- 
ten, Esq.,  be  the  Committee  for  diat  purpose. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  write  an  answer  to 
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General  Washington's  Letter,  and  desire  him  to  return  the 
Powder  lent  him ;  and  that  Captain  Long  and  Colonel 
Badger  be  the  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  To  raise  a  Regiment  consisting  of  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-five  men,  including  officers  ;  to  be  raised  in  any 
part  of  this  Colony,  excepting  from  the  Towns  of  Ports- 
mouth, Rye,  Northampton,  Hampton,  Greenland,  Newing- 
ton,  and  Straiham;  to  be  on  the  lines  at  Piscataqua  as 
soon  as  possible ;  also,  to  raise  one  Company  of  Artillery, 
consisting  of  forty-two  men,  exclusive  of  officers,  to  be  on 
the  lines  immediately,  and  continue  in  the  service  until  the 
last  of  December  next,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  and  that 
their  pay  be  the  same  as  the  Provincials  had  the  past  year. 

Voted,  To  raise  three  Companies,  consisting  of  one  hun- 
dred men  each,  including  officers,  out  of  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing Regiments,  viz :  Portsmouth,  Dover,  and  Hampton, 
to  be  on  the  lines  at  Portsmouth  immediately,  with  arms 
and  ammunition  complete,  and  there  to  continue  till  further 
orders,  their  pay  to  commence  at  the  time  of  their  march- 
ing, and  to  be  the  same  as  the  Provincials  had  the  past 
year ;  and  that  Colonel  Steven  Evans  be  Colonel  of  said 
Regiment,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Joshua  Wentivorth  be  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and  Major  Enoch  Page  be  Major,  of  said 
Regiment. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  March  12, 1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  John  Smith  he,  and  hereby  is,  appoint- 
ed to  join  with  Dr.  Nichols  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  (in  the  room 
of  Colonel  Walker^  as  a  Committee,  to  join  a  Committee  of 
the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  together  and  make  a  fonn 
of  a  Proclamation  for  a  Publick  Fast  throughout  this  Co- 
lony ;  also,  a  Proclamation  of  the  Publick  Officers  appoint- 
ed for  this  Colony. 

The  Council  sent  down  the  following  Vote  from  the 
Board : 

"  In  Council,  March  12,  1776 :  Voted,  That  a  Regiment 
of  men,  consisting  of  three  hundred,  be  raised  with  all  speed, 
to  be  stationed  at  or  near  Portsmouth,  and  to  be  continued 
in  the  service  (unless  sooner  discharged)  until  the  last  day 
of  December  next ;  the  persons  appointed  to  inlist  the  men 
to  be  so  chosen  as  that  the  men  may  be  as  equally  taken,  as 
possible,  out  of  the  Towns  in  the  Counties  of  Rockingham, 
Strafford,  and  Hillsborough ;  to  be  paid  the  same  wages  as 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  this  Colony  service  received 
last  year.  Also,  that  a  Field-Artillery  Company  at  Ports- 
mouth (of  the  same  number  as  that  which  served  last  fall) 
be  raised  immediately.  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Went- 
worth.  Colonel  Evans,  Colonel  Moulton,  and  Colonel  Gil- 
man,  he  directed  to  warn  all  the  Militia  under  their  com- 
mand to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's 
warning,  properly  equipped,  and  with  five  days'  provision  ; 
which  Militia,  in  case  of  their  going  into  actual  service,  are 
to  be  paid  as  other  Troops. 

"That  Sentries  be  fixed  at  Newcastle  and  Hampton, 
who,  on  appearance  of  the  enemy's  Fleet,  are  to  give  the 
most  special  notice. 

"  Also,  that  persons  be  agreed  with  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness,  on  order  from  proper  authority,  to  notify  Gene- 
ral Washington,  and  alarm  the  country,  in  case  of  the  ene- 
my's appearance.  Likewise,  that  an  express  be  sent  off  to 
Cambridge,  to  gain  intelligence  of  General  Howe's  move- 
ments, and  request  a  restoration  of  the  Powder  lent  General 
Washington. 

"  Sent  down  for  concurrence : 

"  E.  Thompson,  Secretary." 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  March  12,  1776 :  The 
above  Vote  of  Council  being  read, 

Voted,  That  the  same  be,  and  hereby  is,  concurred. 

P.  White,  Speaker. 
Voted,  That  Colonel  Walker,  Mr.  Cutts,  Captain  Wor- 
then.  Deacon  Knowles,  Captain  Harriman,  Dr.  Nichols,  Co- 
lonel Badger,  and  Major  Tash,  be  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to 
consult  about  officering  and  commissioning  the  Regiment 
now  to  be  raised,  and  make  report  to  this  House  as  soon  as 
may  be. 
•  Upon  reading  a  Petition  of  the  majority  of  the  North- 


Company  of  New-Market,  for  removing  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Folsom  from  his  office,  &c., 

Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  to-morrow 
afternoon  before  this  House,  and  that  the  Petitioners,  at 
their  own  cost,  serve  the  said  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jeremiah 
Folsom  with  a  copy  of  the  Petition  and  Order  thereon,  that 
he  may  appear  and  show  cause,  if  any  he  have,  why  the 
prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

Upon  reading  a  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  oi  New-Mar- 
ket, praying  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Folsom  may  be  dis- 
missed from  his  office,  &£,c.. 

Voted,  That  the  Petitioners  be  heard  thereon  to-morrow, 
at  three  o'clock,  afternoon,  before  this  House ;  and  that  the 
Petitioners,  at  dieir  own  cost,  serve  the  said  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Jeremiah  Folsom  w  ith  a  copy  of  the  Petition  and 
Order  thereon,  that  he  may  appear  and  show  cause,  if  any 
he  have,  why  the  prayer  thereof  should  not  be  granted. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  together  on 
the  expediency  of  sending  a  Committee  to  Coos,  to  exa- 
mine about  the  Troops  raised  for  Canada,  fee. ;  and  that 
Colonel  Badger,  Dr.  Dearborn,  Captain  Long,  and  Dr. 
Nichols,  be  the  Committee  of  this  House  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  That  the  Pay-Roll  of  Captain  Stephen  Clark, 
amounting  to  seventy  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  seven 
Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury ;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for 
payment  thereof. 

Voted,  That  the  following  Instructions  be  given  to  Colo- 
nel Gerrish,  viz : 
To  Colonel  Gerrish  : 

You  are  desired  to  proceed  to  Orford  and  deliver  the 
letters  you  are  intrusted  with  to  Colonels  Morey  and  Bedel; 
to  inquire  into  the  reason  of  the  long  delay  of  Colonel  Be- 
del's Regiment  froni  marching,  and  endeavour  to  collect 
the  sense  of  the  people  through  that  part  of  the  country,  as 
well  as  those  immediately  concerned  in  fitting  them  off, 
what  has  occasioned  the  delay  ;  also,  to  find  what  number 
of  men  is  inlisted  ;  what  number  marched ;  and  what  num- 
ber soon  to  march,  with  the  names  of  the  officers  com- 
manding the  parties  marched,  and  the  companies  they  be- 
long to,  and  make  return  of  your  doings,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  this  Court,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  if  the  Court  should 
not  be  sitting. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  March  13,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  twelve  Members  of  this 
House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to 
confer  about  officering  the  Regiment  now  to  be  raised  and 
commissioned  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony ;  and  that  Dr. 
Dearborn,  Major  Tash,  Mr.  Sherburne,  Colonel  Gibnan, 
James  Betton,  Esq.,  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Colonel  Evans, 
Deacon  Knowles,  Colonel  Badger,  Dr.  Nichols,  Matthew 
Patton,  Esq.,  and  Deacon  Amos  Dakin,  be  the  Committee 
of  this  House  for  that  purpose ;  and  are  to  nominate  to  this 
House  three  persons  for  chief  Colonel,  out  of  which  one  is 
to  be  appointed ;  and,  also,  three  persons  for  a  Major,  out 
of  which  one  to  be  appointed ;  and  to  make  report  to  this 
House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Nathaniel  Sartel  Prentice  forth- 
with repair  to  Cainlridge,  and  carry  the  Letter  now  pre- 
pared to  General  Washington,  and  request  of  him  to  return 
the  Powder  lent  by  this  Colony  for  the  Continental  Army. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  chosen,  to  join  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  upon  the  expediency 
of  making  Copper  Coin,  and  make  report  to  this  House; 
and  that  Captain  Pierce  Long,  Jonathan  Lovewell,  Esq., 
and  Deacon  Nahum  Baldwin,  be  Committee  for  tlie  above- 
mentioned  purpose. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  confer  upon 
the  expediency  of  making  Copper  Coin,  made  report  as 
follows,  viz : 

That  they  find  it  expedient  to  make  Copper  Coin  for  the 
benefit  of  making  small  change  ;  and  as  the  Continental  and 
other  bills  are  so  large,  that  William  Motdton  be  empowered 
to  make  so  many  as  may  amount  to  one  hundred  pounds 
weight,  subject,- when  made,  to  die  inspection  and  direction 


27 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  MARCH,  1776. 


28 


of  die  General  Assembly  before  circulation ;  also,  we  recom- 
mend that  one  hundred  and  eight  of  said  coppers  be  equal 
to  one  Spanish-milled  Dollar ;  that  the  said  coin  be  of  pure 
copper,  and  equal  in  weight  to  EngJUh  half-pence,  and 
bear  such  device  thereon  as  tlie  General  Assembly  may 
approve.  Wyseman  Clagett,  Chairman. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  two  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  New-Market  against 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jeremiah  Fobom,  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  to 
Friday  next,  afternoon. 

Voted,  That  the  Letters  prepared  to  send  to  Colonel 
Bedel  and  Colonel  Morey  be  transcribed,  and  sent  to 
them,  respectively,  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Council. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  March  have  leave  to  go  home. 

Voted,  That  Major  Downing  have  leave  to  go  home. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  i^ijieaker  have  leave  to  go  home. 

Adjourned  till  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  March  14,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  to  their 
respective  offices  in  the  Regiment  now  to  be  raised  for  tiie 
defence  of  this  Colony,  viz  :  David  Gilman,  Esq.,  Colonel ; 
Hercules  Mooney,  Esq.,  Major ;  Nathan  Brown,  of  Poplin, 
John  Calfe,  of  Hampstead,  Caleb  Hogdsdon,  of  Dover, 
and  TXmothy  Clements,  of  Hopkinton,  Captains ;  William 
Cooper,  of  Southampton,  James  Aiken,  of  Londonderry, 
Abraham  Perkins,  of  Sanbornton,  and  Nathan  Fifield,  of 
Ware,  Lieutenants ;  Ebenezer  Perry,  of  Wilton,  Meshech 
Bell,  of  New-Castle,  Thomas  Garden,  of  Raymond,  and 
WiUiam  Stillson,  of  Somersworth,  Ensigns. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Henry  Gerrish  be,  and  hereby  is, 
appointed  to  repair  to  Orford,  and  deliver  the  Letters  pre- 
pared by  this  Court  to  Colonel  Bedel  and  Colonel  Morey, 
and  to  return  back  and  make  report  to  this  House,  or  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  as  soon  as  may  be,  agreeable  to  In- 
structions to  be  given  him  by  the  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives. 

Also,  Voted,  That  Colonel  Walker,  Mr.  Lovewell,  and 
Mr.  Brainard,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  die  honourable  Board,  to  prepare  Instructions 
for  said  Gerrish,  and  lay  the  same  before  this  House  as  soon 
as  may  be. 

Whereas  Aaron  Quimby,  Fhenezer  Collins,  and  Daniel 
Murray,  have  made  complaint  to  this  House  against  Cap- 
tain John  Parker,  for  wronging  them  in  making  up  his 
Muster-RoU,  &tc. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  hear  the  said  par- 
ties, examine  the  said  Roll,  and  make  report  to  this  House 
as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  that  John  Dudley,  Deacon  Nahum 
Baldwin,  and  Colonel  David  Gilman,  be  a  Committee  of 
tliis  House  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  chosen,  to  join  a  Commit- 
tee of  tlie  honourable  Board,  to  confer  upon  the  expediency 
of  joining  witli  the  Massachusetts  Colony  in  granting  a 
Bounty  unto  the  Privateers  belonging  to  this  and  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Colony,  that  may  take  any  of  our  enemy's  Ships- 
of-War  upon  this  coast ;  and  that  Captain  Long,  Mr.  John 
Bell,  and  Major  Tash,  be  a  Committee  for  the  above  men- 
tioned purpose,  and  make  a  report  to  this  House. 

Voted,  Tliat  the  Widow  Alary  Shannon  draw  the  Wages 
due,  and  for  Clothing  and  Gun  lost  by  her  dead  husband, 
George  Shannon,  at  the  battle  of  Bunker- Hill,  the  19th  of 
June  last ;  and  in  case  there  is  an  administration  upon  said 
Shannon^s  Estate,  Mr.  Thomas  Clough  is  to  be  accountable 
for  die  Money. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  Account  of  the  Selectmen  of  Sandown 
for  Blankets,  amounting  to  nine  Pounds,  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  die 
Xlouncil  give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment  thereof. 


Voted,  That  Jeremiah  Bryent,  Esq.,  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  die  Treasury  forty  Shillings  for  his  services  to 
this  Colony  up  to  diis  time,  and  diat  the  eleven  men  that 
assisted  him  in  carrying  down  the  Fire-Raft  to  Portsmouth, 
be  allowed  and  paid  six  Shillings  each  for  their  assistance, 
amounting  to  three  Pounds  and  six  Shillings,  and  that  the 
President  of  the  Cguncil  give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for 
payment  thereof. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock  diis  afternoon,  and  attended  the 
funeral  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Odlin ;  and  then  met  according  to 
adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Cutts,  Colonel  Evans,  and  Captain 
Long,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a  Committee 
of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  on  tlie  expediency  of 
commissioning  the  Officers  of  an  Independent  Company  at 
Portsmouth,  and  to  make  report  to  this  House  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Dudley,  Esq.,  James  Betton,  Esq., 
Mr.  Sherburne,  Mr.  Knowlcs,  and  Major  Mooney,  be  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honour- 
able Board,  to  hear  the  matters  of  accusation  laid  against 
Joseph  Kimball,  Esq.,  and  IVilliam  Kimball,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  ofHenniker,  and  to  make  report  to  this  House 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  die  Account  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Somersworth,  amounting  to  twenty-nine  Pounds  ten 
Shillings  and  one  Penny  half-penny,  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil give  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  payment  diereof. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  hear  the 
matters  of  accusation  against  Joseph  Kimball,  Esquire,  and 
IVilliam  Kimball,  by  die  Committee  of  Safety  of  Henniker, 
made  report  as  follows,  viz  : 

That  the  complaint,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Joseph  Kvnv- 
ball,  be  dismissed,  and  that  William  Kimball  be  cited  to 
appear  and  answer. 

Wyseman  Clagett,  Chairman. 

Which  Report  being  read. 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  received  and  filed. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  March  15,  1776.  . 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  both  Houses,  to  hear  the 
complaint  of  Aaron  Quimby,  Ebenezer  Collins,  and  Daniel 
Murray,  against  Captain  John  Parker,  and  to  examine  into 
said  Parker's  Roll,  made  report  as  follows,  viz  : 

First.  That  the  stoppages  on  said  roll  are  not  well 
vouched.  Secondly.  That  Asa  Pette,  Jun.,  Stephen  Lowell, 
James  Brown,  and  Joshua  Bedel,  are  made  up  in  the  roll, 
and  were  never  in  the  service.  Thirdly.  That  John  Ken- 
nedy was  made  up  in  the  roll  about  two  months  more  than 
he  was  in  the  service.  Fourthly.  That  it  appears  that 
Ebenezer  Collins  served  as  a  Sergeant,  and  made  up  in  the 
roll  as  a  Corporal. 

Nathaniel  Folsom,  Chairman. 

Which  Report  being  read  and  considered. 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  received,  accepted,  and  filed, 
and  that  the  parties  be  further  heard  thereon,  on  the  second 
day  of  the  next  sitting  of  this  Assembly. 

Voted,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Haven  have  and  receive  out 
of  the  Treasury  twenty  Pounds,  for  his  good  services 
amongst  our  Soldiers  at  Piscataqua  up  to  this  time  ;  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  on  the  Treasurer 
for  payment  thereof. 

Voted,  That  a  form  of  a  Proclamation  for  a  Publick 
Fast  throughout  diis  Colony,  now  read  in  this  House,  be 
forthwith  printed,  and  dispersed  diroughout  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Lovewell,  Captain  Moulton,  David 
Gilman,  Esq.,  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  and  James  Betton,  Esq., 
be  a  Committee  of  diis  House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the 
honourable  Board,  to  examine  into  the  matters  of  dispute 
between  Colonel  Samwl  Hobart,  Paymaster  of  the  Troops 
of  diis  Colony,  and  Colonel  John  Siark  and  others,  and  to 
make  report  to  this  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  diree  members  of  this 
House,  to  confer  with  a  Committee  from  die  honourable 
Board,  about  the  appomtment  of  Tobias  Leigton  for  an 
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Ensign,  in  the  room  of  JVilUarn  StiUson,  and  make  report  as 
soon  as  may  be  ;  and  tiiat  Captain  fVorthen,  Mr.  John  Bell, 
and  John  Mc  Clary,  Esq.,  be  the  Committee  for  that  purpose. 
Upon  reading  a  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  Neio-Market,  against  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jeremiah  Fol- 
som,  (before  the  Council  and  House,)  and  the  parties  being 
heard  thereon, 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  eight 
o'clock.  

Saturday,  March  16,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie  Petition  of 
•  the  Inhabitants  of  New-Market  against  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Fokom ;  and,  after  conference  on  the  same, 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  advise  with  the 
said  Lieutenant-Colonel  Folsom  and  the  Petitioners  ;  and  to 
propose  to  this  House  a  method  of  reconciliation  between 
the  Petitioners  and  said  Folsom ;  and  that  Jonathan  Love- 
well,  Esq.,  Matthew  Patten,  Esq.,  and  Captain  Josiah 
Moulton,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  That  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  for  the  Regiment 
now  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  upon  their 
being  mustered,  receive  each  one  month's  advance  Wages ; 
and  that  there  be  a  Mustennaster  and  Paymaster  appointed 
in  each  County  where  they  are  to  be  raised,  to  take  the 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  and  pay  them.  And  that  Ni- 
cholas Oilman,  Esq.,  Receiver-General,  for  the  County  of 
Rockingham,  Deacon  Nahum  Baldwin,  for  the  County  of 
Hillsborough,  and  Colonel  Otis  Parker,  for  the  County  of 
.  Strafford,  be  Mustermasters  and  Paymasters  to  the  said 
Regiment ;  and  that  Captain  Pierce  Long,  Captain  Josiah 
Moulton,  and  Colonel  Timothy  Walker,  be  a  Committee  of 
this  House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to 
commission  and  fit  out  said  Regiment. 

Sundry  Petitions  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Sixth 
Regiment  in  this  Colony,  against  their  Field-Officers,  being 
read, 

Voted,  That  the  said  Field-Officers  be  cited  to  appear 
before  this  House  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  this  House,  that  they  may  show  cause,  if  any  they 
have,  why  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petitioners  may  not  be 
granted. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  to  confer  with  a  Com- 
mittee from  the  honourable  Board,  respecting  the  expediency 
of  purchasing  a  quantity  of  Firewood  for  the  use  of  the 
Fortresses  at  Piscataqua  Harbour,  and  make  report  thereon ; 
and  that  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Jonathan  Lovewell,  Esq.,  and 
Samuel  Cutis,  Esq.,  be  the  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  That  James  McCluer  be  appointed  Adjutant  of 
the  Regiment  now  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  tliis  Co- 
lony. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  three  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Monday,  March  18,  1776. 
Met  according  to  "adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Pierce  Long  have  and  receive  out 
of  the  Treasury  fifty-four  Pounds,  to  pay  off  the  Portledge 
bill  of  the  Schooner  Gorham,  Robert  Parker,  master,  and 
to  be  by  him  accounted  for ;  and  that  the  President  of  the 
Council  give  order  for  payment  thereof. 

Voted,  That  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Regiment 
now  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  have  the 
same  Wages  as  the  Troops  employed  in  this  Colony  the  last 
year  had,  and  also  two  Dollars  to  each  Non-Commissioned 
Officer  and  Soldier,  for  finding  themselves  a  Blanket. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjdlimment. 

Voted,  That  Noah  Emery,  Jan.,  be,  and  hereby  is,  ap- 
pointed forthwith  to  repair  to  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  and  request  of  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Greenhaf,  Esq., 
at  hewlniryport,  the  Hon.  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  at  Sa- 
lem, or  any  other  gentleman  furnished  therewith,  to  favour 
•  this  Colony  with  copies  of  the  Acts  of  the  Colony  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, lately  made,  relative  to  the  seizing  and  con- 
demning Vessels  infesting  our  sea-coasts ;  also  copies  of  the 


Commissions  given  to  Judges  and  Registers  of  the  Admi- 
ralty. 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  of  five  members  of  this  House 
be  chosen,  to  join  a  Committee  of  tlie  honourable  Board, 
to  confer  together  about  the  bounty  and  price  of  Saltpetre, 
and  all  other  matters  relating  thereto,  and  make  report  to 
this  House  as  soon  as  may  be ;  and  that  Mr.  Cutts,  Mr. 
Lovewell,  Captain  Prentice,  Deacon  Knowles,  and  Mr.  Emer- 
son, be  the  Committee  of  this  House  for  that  purpose. 

Which  Committee  being  joined  by  a  Committee  of  the 
honourable  Board,  nftide  report :  That  three  shillings  and 
six  pence,  per  pound,  be  the  stated  price  of  Saltpetre,  and 
that  the  Counties  heretofore  promised,  be  paid  in  addition 
thereto ;  these  regulations  to  continue  no  longer  than  the 
time  limited  for  the  bounty:  That  a  Committee  be  ap- 
pointed, well  skilled  in  chemistry,  to  receive  all  genuine 
Saltpetre,  and  give  the  owner  a  certificate  of  such  recep- 
tion, directed  to  the  Treasurer  of  tliis  Colony,  who  shall  be 
directed  to  pay  for  the  same  agreeable  to  the  above  price 
and  bounties.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  get  a 
Powder-Mill  erected  on  the  best  terms  they  can,  and  as 
soon  as  possible,  within  the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Exeter. 
Nathaniel  Folsom,  Chairman. 

Which  Report  being  read. 

Voted,  That  the  same  be  received  and  filed. 

And  Voted,  That  Dr.  Josiah  Gilman,  of  this  town,  be, 
and  is  hereby,  appointed  to  receive,  examme,  and  store  what 
^  Saltpetre  may  be  brought  in  ;  and  his  certificate  shall  em- 
power the  Receiver-General  to  pay  therefor,  agreeable  to 
the  Resolve  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Voted,  That  the  Account  of  Ezekiel  Worthen,  Jun., 
amounting  to  seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  six  Pence, 
be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council  give  order  of  payment. 

Voted,  That  the  Account  of  the  Committee  of  Strat- 
ham,  amounting  to  twelve  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  for  Fire- 
Rafts,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  of  payment. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  two  -o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  Account  of  Samuel  Morrill,  for  board- 
ing, nursing,  and  doctoring,  amounting  to  two  Pounds  nine- 
teen Shillings  and  six  Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Council  give 
order  of  payment. 

The  Petition  of  Dr.  HaU  Jackson  being  read  and  con- 
sidered. 

Voted,  That  Dr.  Moses  Nichols,  Dr.  Levi  Dearborn,  and 
Colonel  David  Gilman,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to 
join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  examine  into 
the  subject-matter  of  the  said  Petition,  and  make  report 
thereon  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  endeavour 
a  reconciliation  between  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jeremiah  Fol- 
som and  the  Newmarket  Petitioners,  report :  That  as  Colo- 
nel Folsom  was  not  able  to  attend  the  Committee  in  person, 
it  is  but  of  their  power  to  effect  a  reconciliation,  and  there- 
fore advise,  for  the  sake  of  the  peace,  union,  and  good  order 
of  that  part  of  the  regiment^  he,  the  said  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Folsom,  resign  his  commission.  All  which  is  humbly  sub- 
mitted in  the  name,  aijd  per  order  of  the  Committee. 

Jonathan  Blanchard,  Chairman. 

Which  Report  being  read  and  considered. 
Voted,  That  the  same  be  received,  and  that  the  Secre- 
tary send  a  copy  of  the  same,  and  of  this  Vote,  to  the  said 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Folsom,  that  he  may  give  his  answer 
to  this  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons,  in  any  County 
within  this  Colony,  who  have  held  or  pretend  to  hold  any 
office  or  offices  under  the  former  Administration,  and  not 
being  confirmed  by  the  present  Council  and  Assembly, 
having  in  his  or  their  custody  any  Books,  Records,  Papers, 
and  Files,  shall  deliver  up  the  same  to  any  new  officer  or 
officers,  appointed  in  his  or  their  room  and  stead  by  the 
Council  and  Assembly,  upon  demand ;  and  upon  refusal, 
the  Sheriff  of  the  County,  where  such  recusant  dwells,  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  demand  of  him,  or  them, 
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such  Books,  Records,  Papers,  and  Files ;  and  upon  non-com- 
pliance, to  commit  such  recusmit  or  recusants  to  his  County 
Jail,  there  to  remain  until  furtiier  order  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. A  copy  of  tlie  Vote  of  the  said  Assembly,  attest- 
ed, to  be  full  evidence  of  the  appointment  of  such  new  offi- 
cer or  officers. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  lay  Captain  Eliphalet  Ladd 
under  proper  restrictions,  he,  made  the  following  Report,  viz : 

Provided  this  honourable  Court  think  it  advisable  to  give 
Captain  Ladd  permission  to  prosecute  a  voyage  to  tlie  Wcst- 
Lidies,  in  a  private  capacity,  we  arM)f  o])inion  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  he  sliould  be  laid  under  the  foUowbg 
restrictions,  viz : 

1st.  Tliat  he  shall  exert  himself,  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power,  to  procure  powder,  anns,  saltpetre,  sulphur,  and 
German  steel. 

2d.  That  he  shall  pi-oceed  to  no  other  ports  but  those 
that  are  foreign,  beginning  at  St.  Lucia  and  ending  at  His- 
paniola. 

3d.  If  he  will  agree  to  comply  with  the  first  request,  Jie 
may  be  pennitted  to  load  on  board  such  produce  as  is  not 
forbid  by  the  Continental  Congress,  giving  this  Court,  or  a 
Committee  appointed  by  them,  sufficient  bonds  for  his  per- 
forming the  abovesaid  voyage. 

4th.  That  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  purchase,  with 
the  nett  proceeds  of  his  cargo,  any  of  the  produce  of  the 
West-Indies,  if  powder,  arms,  saltpetre,  sulphur,  and  steel, 
can  be  had  at  any  of  the  ports  aforesaid  ;  but  if  at  the  first, 
second,  or  third  Island,  he  cannot  sell  his  cargo,  and  those 
articles  can  be  had  there,  and  at  no  other  place,  he  must 
proceed  from  the  Island  he  may  sell  at,  after  he  has  received 
his  cash,  and  purchase  the  same ;  he  must  leave  no  stone 
unturned  to  accomplish  this  end,  and  when  performed,  he 
must  proceed  home  here,  and  give  the  refusal  of  the  same  to 
this  Colony.  Pierce  Long, 

Joseph  Wait, 
IcHABOD  Rollins. 

Which  Report  being  read  and  considered, 
Voted,  That  the  same  be  received ;  and  that  Captain 
Long,  Mr.  Rollins,  and  Mr.'Cutts,  be  a  Committee  of  this 
House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to 
take  proper  security  of  Captain  Eliphalet  Ladd,  for  his  pro- 
ceeding on  the  voyage  mentioned  in  the  above  Report, 
under  the  several  restrictions  therein  mentioned. 

By  the  Council  and  Assembly. 
A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  have,  agreeable  to 
a  recommendation  from  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress, resolved  and  formed  themselves  upon  a  form  of  Go- 
vernment, by  a  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
which  plan  has  been  published  and  dispersed  through  tlie 
Colony,  and  is  to  be  in  force  during  the  present  dispute 
with  Great  Britain,  unless  otherwise  advised  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress ;  conformable  to  which  said  plan  of  Go- 
vernment, the  Couqpil  and  Assembly  have  chosen  and  ap- 
pointed the  proper  officers  for  the  administration  of  justice 
m  the  several  Counties,  who  are  to  be  sworn  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  their  several  trusts.  It  is  therefore  expected 
that  no  person  or  persons  claim  or  exercise  any  civil  autho- 
rity but  such  as  are  or  may  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  on 
the  penalty  of  being  deemed  inimical  to  their  country.  Pro- 
vided, nevertheless,  and  this  Proclamation  is  intended.  Not 
to  interfere  with  the  power  of  the  necessary  Committees  of 
Safety,  chosen  in  the  several  Towns  through  the  Colony, 
by  virtue  and  in  consequence  of  any  recommendation  or 
Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  ;  whereof  all  persons 
qoncemed  are  to  take  due  notice,  and  govern  themselves 
accordingly.  And  at  the  same  time  it  is  earnestly  recom- 
mended, that  in  this  distressing  day  of  publick  calamity, 
when  our  enemies  are  watching  all  opportunities  to  ensnare 
and  divide  us,  every  one  would  strive  to  prevent,  and,  if 
possible,  to  quell  all  appearance  of  party  spirit,  and  to  cul- 
tivate and  promote  peace,  union,  and  good  order,  and  by 
all  means  in  their  power  to  discourage  profanity,  immo- 
rality, and  injustice. 

God  save  the  People. 

Voted,  That  this  Proclamation  be  transcribed,  printed, 
and  published  throughout  this  Colony. 

Adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 


Wednesday,  March  20,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  Timothy  Walker,  Esq., 
and  Captain  Long,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join 
a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  together  on 
the  account  of  Ezekiel  Worthen,  Jun's  Wages,  and  make 
report  thereon  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  David  Gilman  receive  out  of  the 
Treasury  twelve  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted  for,  and 
that  the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  of  payment. 

Voted,  That  Major  Tash,  Doctor  Dearborn,  and  Mr. 
Jacob  Abbot,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  honourable  Board,  respecting  a  Petition  from 
Marlow,  Stoddard,  and  Camden,  and  make  report  thereon 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  John  Smith,  of  Durham,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appointed  to  sign  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Colony,  now 
at  the  Treasury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Joseph  Gilman,  who 
prays  to  be  excused. 

Voted,  That  each  Captain  in  the  Regiment  now  to  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  receive  out  of  the 
Treasury  forty-three  Pounds  four  Shillings,  for  their  Non- 
commissioned Officere  and  Soldiers'  Blanket  Money,  and 
that  each  of  said  Captains  give  bond,  with  surety,  to  the 
Treasurer,  to  account  for  the  same,  and  that  the  President 
of  the  Council  give  order  for  payment  accordingly. 

The  Petition  and  Account  of  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence of  the  Town  of  Kittery,  praying  to  be  paid  for 
two  pair  of  Fire-Rafts,  Sic,  read  and  considered. 

Voted,  That  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  be  not  granted, 
but  dismissed. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  two  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Doctor  Hall  Jackson  receive  out  of  the 
Treasury,  for  his  services,  and  the  services  of  Clement  Jack- 
son, Esq.,  and  Mr.  Clement  March,  Jun.,  to,  and  for  the 
Troops  stationed  at  Portsmouth  and  Piscataqua  Harbour, 
to  this  time,  seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  per  month,  for  five 
months  past,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  thirty 
Pounds  ten  Shillings,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil give  order  of  payment  accordingly. 

Upon  hearing  and  considering  the  Petition  of  T^eonard 
Whiting,  Benjamin  Whiting,  Samuel  Cummings,  and  Thomas 
Cummings,  all  of  Hollis,  against  the  CQjnmittee  of  Safety  for 
the  Towns  of  Hollis,  Dunstable,  Merrimack,  and  Litchfield, 
as  on  file,  which  being  read  and  agreed  by  counsel,  be:53re 
both  Houses,  in  the  To\^'n-House  in  Exeter, 

Voted,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post-, 
poned  until  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  next  sitting  of  this 
House,  in  order  tliat  the  fiiU  evidence  of  both  parties  may 
be  procured  and  brought  in. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person,  or  persons,  in  either  County 
within  this  Colony,  who  have  held,  or  pretend  to  hold,  any 
office,  or  offices,  under  the  former  Administration,  or  any 
other  authority  whatever,  and  not  being  confimied  by  the 
present  Council  or  Assembly,  still  retain  in  his,  or  their,  cus- 
tody any  Books,  Records,  Papers,  and  Files,  should  refuse  to 
deliver  up  the  same  on  demand  to  the  new  officer,  or  officers, 
appointed  in  his,  or  their,  stead  by  the  Council  and  Assem- 
bly, upon  such  reftisal  the  Sheriff'  of  the  County  where 
such  delinquent  dwells,  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
demand  of  him,  or  them,  such  Books,  Records,  Papers,  and 
Files  ;  and  upon  non-compliance  with  said  Sheriff's  demand, 
he,  the  said  Sheriff,  shall  take  the  said  delinquent  before  either 
of  the  Justices  of  the  County,  who,  upon  examination  of  the 
matter,  unless  the  said  offender  shall  give  sufficient  reasons 
for  his  non-compliance,  shall  have  full  power  to  commit 
him,  die  offender,  to  the  County  Jail,  there  to  remain  till  he 
comply  with  this  direction,  and  pajF  cost  of  commitment,  or 
until  further  order  of  the  General  Assembly;  a  copy  of  the 
Vote  of  the  said  General  Assembly,  attested,  to  be  full  evi- 
dence of  the  appointment  of  such  officer,  or  officers. 

Adjourned  to  eight  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  March  21,  1776. 
Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Hutchins,  of  Portsmouth,  be 
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Lieutenant  of  the  Artillery  Company  there,  in  the  room  and 
stead  of  John  Marden,  lately  apixiinted  by  this  House,  who 
is  otherwise  engaged. 

Voted,  That  the  Account  of  Abel  Webster  and  Samuel 
Dearborn,  for  transporting  Indians,  amounting  to  three 
Pounds  eighteen  Shillings,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Council  give  order 
of  payment  accordingly. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  three  Members  of  this 
House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  die  honourable  Board,  to 
agree  with  some  suitable  person  to  build  a  Powder-Mill  in 
this  Colony,  and  that  Major  Fhilbrick,  Major  Barker,  and 
Samuel  Dudley,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House  for 
tliat  purpose. 

Voted,  That  Major  Jam£s  Hackett  be  appointed  Mus- 
termaster  of  the  Troops  now  raised,  and  to  be  raised,  for  the 
defence  of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  the  Pay-Roll  of  Captain  Daniel,  for  five 
Privates  not  mustered,  amounting  to  ten  Pounds  twelve 
Shillings  and  eleven  Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury,  and  diat  the  President  of  the  Council  give  order 
on  the  Treasurer  for  payment. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  David  Oilman  receive  out  of  the 
Treasury  forty-diree  Pounds  four  Shillings,  for  Captain 
Clements,  to  pay  off  his  Non-Commissioned  Officer^  and 
Soldiers,  and  that  he  take  security  of  said  Clements  to  ac- 
count for  the  same,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Council 
give  order  of  payment  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  Major  Mooney  receive  out  of  the  Treasury 
one  month's  advance  Pay,  and  that  the  President  of  the 
Council  give  order  of  payment  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  George  Jerry  Osborne  be  Lieutenant  of  the 
Matross  Company  commanded  by  Captain  Salter,  in  the 
room  and  stead  of  Thomas  Pickering,  who  has  resigned. 

Voted,  That  the  Pay-Roll  of  Captain  Eliphakt  Daniel, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  Pounds  twelve  Shil- 
lings, be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  tliat  the 
President  of  the  Council  give  order  for  payment  thereof. 

Voted,  That  the  Pay-Roil  of  Captain  Titus  Salter, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  Pounds  sixteen 
Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Council  give  order 
of  payment  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Sherburne,  Esq.,  be  commissioned 
as  Captain  of  an  Independent  Company  of  Cadets  at  Ports- 
mouth, and  that  he  rank  as  Colonel ;  that  he  have  three 
Subaltern  Officers  for  said  Company  under  him,  to  be  com- 
missioned by  the  Council  and  Assembly:  the  Company 
not  to  exceed  forty-eight  Rank  and  File  ;  that  they  be  under 
the  direction  and  command  of  the  General  Officer  of  the 
Colony,  and  not  to  be  obliged  to  march,  or  do  duty,  more 
than  ten  miles  out  of  the  Town  of  Portsmouth,  and  that  the 
Lieutenant  of  said  Company  rank  as  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  the 
Second  Lieutenant  as  Major,  and  die  Ensign  as  Captain. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  two  o'clock,  afternoon. 


The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Walker,  John  Dudley,  Esq.,  and 
Captain  Prentice,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  and  make  report  as 
soon  as  may  be  what  business  is  most  necessary  to  be  trans- 
acted before  the  adjournment  of  the  House  and  Council, 
also  what  time  to  adjourn  from  and  to. 

Which  Committee  being  joined  by  a  Committee  of  the 
honourable  Council,  made  report,  viz :  That  a  Committee 
of  Safety  be  appointed  to  act  in  the  recess  of  the  Court. 
That  the  regulations  about  Saltpetre  be  finished,  and  direc- 
tions about  a  Powder-Mill.  That  a  Committee  of  three 
be  appointed,  (in  the  recess  of  the  Court,)  to  draw  out  and 
present  to  the  Court  at  their  next  session,  for  dieir  approba- 
tion, a  Table  of  Fees  for  a  reward  of  the  several  officers 
of  Government  for  their  services.  That  the  Court  be  ad- 
journed on  Saturday  next,  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  June 
next,  giving  die  President  of  the  Council  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  power  to  call  the  Court  together  in  a  case  of  neces- 
sity, jn  their  opinion.  jv^^haniel  Folsom,  Chairman. 
Voted,  That  the  balance  of  the  Account  of  Captain 
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Ezekiel  Worthen,  amounting  to  twenty  Pounds  seventeen 
Shillings,  he  allowed  and  paid  out  of  die  Treasury,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  on  die  Treasurer 
for  payment. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a 
Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  together  upon 
a  Petition  of  sundry  Committees  of  Safety  and  Correspond- 
ence, concerning  the  prices  of  Goods,  and  the  necessaries 
of  life,  Stc,  being  raised  to  exorbitant  prices,  since  the  Con- 
tinental Association,  and  to  make  report  thereon  to  this 
House  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and  that  Captain  Bamett,  Dea- 
con Baldwin,  and  Captain  Moulton,  be  die  Committee  of 
this  House  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  That  the  stated  price  of  Saltpetre  in  this  Colony 
be  three  Shillings  and  six  Pence  per  pound,  exclusive  of 
the  bounties  heretofore  voted,  until  the  eighth  day  of  June 
next.  That  Doctor  Josiah  Oilman,  of  Exeter,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  appointed  to  inspect,  receive,  and  store,  whatever  Salt- 
petre, made  within  this  Colony,  may  be  brought  to  him  within 
the  time  aforesaid,  and  that  his  certificate,  of  what  quan- 
tity he  receives,  to  the  Treasurer,  shall  empower  him  to 
pay  the  prices  and  bounties  aforesaid,  to  such  persons  as 
produce  the  same,  agreeable  to  the  votes  of  the  Assembly. 

The  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Friday,  March  22,  17T6. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  both  Houses,  to  confer 
about  Instructions  for  the  Commissary  who  shall  deliver  out 
Provisions  to  the  Troops  at  Portsmouth,  made  report  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

First.  That  a  Commissary  be  appointed  constantly  to 
attend  every  allowance  day,  upon  the  Troops  at  or  near 
Portsmouth. 

Second.  That  die  Commissary  proceed  to  deliver  out 
Provisions,  agreeable  to  die  Return  of  the  Quartermaster, 
every  allowance  day. 

Tliu-dly.  That  the  Commissary  deliver  one  gill  of  rum, 
per  day,  to  each  man  going  upon  fatigue,  and  not  otherwise : 
the  number  to  be  ascertained  by  the  Adjutant. 

Fourthly.  That  an  agent  Victualler  be  appointed  to  pro- 
vide all  the  necessaries  for  the  Army. 

Nathaniel  Folsom,  Chairman. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Prentice  and  Deacon  Baldwin  be  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honour- 
able Board,  to  regulate  and  setde  the  Table  of  Fees  for  the 
several  Officers  in  this  Colony,  and  lay  the  same  before  this 
House  the  next  session. 

Voted,  That  John  Dudley,  Samuel  Sherburne,  Richard 
Douming,  Elijah  Orout,  and  Jam^s  Oibson,  Esquires,  be  a 
Committee,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board, 
in  order  to  nominate  and  recommend  a  number  of  persons 
for  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  act  in  die  recess  of  the  Gene- 
ral Court,  and  the  powers  proper  to  give  them. 

Voted,  That  the  Quartermaster  at  Portsmouth  be,  and 
hereby  is  directed,  forthwidi  to  transport  to  Exeter,  under  a 
proper  guard,  three  thousand  pounds  weight  of  die  Powder 
now  in  the  Magazine  there,  and  that,  after  the  same  be  landed 
arid  stored,  the  same  to  be  under  the  care  and  direction  of 
the  Council  of  Safety. 

Voted,  That  the  Quartermaster  at  Portsmouth  be  direct- 
ed to  deliver  to  Samuel  Sherburne,  Esq.,  thirty  pounds  weight 
of  Powder,  for  the  use  of  his  Company  of  Cadets,  and  to  be 
by  him  accounted  for. 

Voted,  That  Doctor  Hall  Jackson  be,  and  hereby  is,  ap- 
pointed Surgeon  of  our  Troops  at  Piscataqua,  and  that  his 
wages  be  seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings  per  month. 

Whereas  Joseph  Bartlett,  Esq.,  of  Newtown,  has,  by 
undue  means,  obtained  a  seat  in  the  late  Congress  at  Eceter, 
and  received  pay  for  his  travel  and  attendance,  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  this  Colony;  and  it  hath  since  been  adjudged 
by  this  House  that  said  Bartlett  was  not  legally  appointed 
to  sit  in  said  Congress :  Therefore, 

Voted,  That  said  Bartlett  be  ordered  forthwith  to  re- 
place the  sum  he  received  for  his  said  pay  into  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and  that  die  Clerk  of  this  House  notify  the  said 
Bartlett  of  this  notice. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  three  Members  of  this 
House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  tlie  honouiable  Board,  to 
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confer  together  upon  the  Accounts  of  tlie  late  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  make  i^jwrt  to  this  House  as  soon  as  may 
be ;  ancf  that  Captain  Prtntke,  Doctor  Nickoh,  and  Dea- 
con Knowks,  be  a  Committee  for  tiiat  pui-}K)se. 

Voted,  That  the  Account  of  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  for 
his  time  and  expenses  going  to  Cambridge,  amounting  to 
four  Pounds  twelve  Shillings,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  Treasiu-y,  and  that  the  Treasurer  pay  him  the  same  ac- 
cordingly. 

Voted,  Tliat  Samuel  Ciitts,  Esq.,  be,  and  hereby  is,  ap- 
pointed Commissar)'  and  Victualler  to  our  Troo})s  at  Pis- 
cataqiM,  for  the  current  year,  and  that  he  deliver  out  no 
more  than  single  Rations  to  any  of  the  Officers  of  our 
Troops  ;  and  that  he  deliver  to  each  man  one  gill  of  Rum, 
per  day, when  going  on  fatigue,  and  not  otherwise:  the  number 
to  be  ascertained  hy  the  Adjutant ;  and  that  he  deliver  out 
Provisions  agreeable  to  the  Return  of  the  Quartermaster, 
every  allowMce  day  ;  and  that  he  render  his  Accounts  to 
this  House,  oi  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  at  every  three 
montlis'  end. 

Adjourned  to  half-past  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  John  McClary,  Esq.,  Doctor  Dearborn, 
and  Captain  Moulton,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to 
join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  upon 
the  expediency  of  sending  some  part  of  the  Militia  to  Ports- 
mmah  and  Newcastle,  immediately,  for  the  defence  of  Pis- 
cataqua  Harbour,  and  places  adjacent. 

Voted,  That  the  balance  of  the  Account  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Durham  for  Fire-Rafts,  amounting  to  six  Pounds 
one  Shilling  and  three  Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Council  give 
order  of  payment  thereof  accordmgly. 

Voted,  That  the  Hon.  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  Ebenezer 
Thompson,  Esq.,  and  Nathaniel  Folsom,  Esq.,  of  the  Coun- 
cil, the  Hon.  Philips  JVhite,  Esq.,  Pierce  Long,  John  Dud- 
ley, Josiah  Moulton,  Stephen  Evans,  and  Bobert  Wilson, 
Esquires,  of  the  Assembly,  be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  a 
Committee  of  Safety  for  diis  Colony,  to  act  in  the  recess  of 
tlie  General  Court,  widi  the  same  powers  and  authority  as 
any  former  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony  have  had  ; 
and  also  to  convene  the  Council  and  Assembly  upon  any 
emergency,  in  tlie  time  of  their  recess.  That  any  five  of 
them  be  a  quorum  to  do  business ;  that  they  render  an  ac- 
count of  their  doings  to  tliis  House  the  first  week  of  their 
next  session  ;  and  that  they  have  eight  shillings  per  day  for 
their  attendance  on  the  business,  paying  their  own  ex- 
penses. 

The  Petition  of  Rebecca  Felton,  concerning  the  Will  of 
her  late  husband,  William  Felton,  being  read. 

Voted,  That  the  Petitioner  be  heard  thereon,  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  the  next  sitting  of  this  Assembly. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  of  three  Members  of  this 
House,  to  join  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to 
confer  together  upon  the  Accounts  of  the  late  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  report  to  this  House  as  soon  as  may  be  ;  and  that 
Captain  Prentice,  Dr.  Nichols,  and  Deacon  Knowles,  be 
the  Committee  for  diat  purpose. 

Which  Committee,  being  joined  by  a  Committee  of  the 
honourable  Board,  made  report  as  follows,  viz : 

That  they  are  of  opinion  tliat  the  expenses  of  the  said 
Committee  of  Safety  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  money, 
and  recommend  that  each  of  them  be  paid  five  shillings  per 
diem  wages.  Wyseman  Clagett,   Chairman. 

Whereas  there  are  sundry  Towns  in  the  Colony,  settled 
tliese  few  years,  both  within  the  lines  of  what  is  called  Ma- 
jon'i  Patent,  and  under  grants  from  the  Crown,  which  have 
not  the  benefit  of  Incorporation,  and  thereby  unable  to 
choose  proper  Officers  to  assess  and  collect  the  Colony 
Taxes, 

It  is  hereby  Resolved,  That,  upon  application  of  three 
of  the  Freeholders  of  said  Town  to  the  Selectmen  of  the 
adjoining  Town,  (if  incorporated,)  otherwise  to  the  Select- 
men of  the  nearest  Town  incorporated,  they  (the  Selectmen) 
are  authorized,  and  hereby  required,  to  undertake  and  act 
for  such  Town,  and  to  take  Inventories  of  Estates,  make 
Rates,  and  issue  Warrants,  to  such  or  either  of  the  Freehold- 
ers of  said  T(5wn  as  they  may  think  suitable  persons ;  to 


levy,  collect,  and  receive  the  said  Rates  and  Taxes,  (the 
charge  of  the  Selectmen's  time  in  said  business  to  be  in- 
cluded and  paid  by  the  Town  so  taxed,)  which  Tax  shall 
be  transmitted  to  the  Receiver-General,  according  to  his 
warrant. 

TJie  House  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  eight  o'clock. 

Saturday,  March  23,  1776. 

Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Voted,  That  the  expenses  of  the  late  Committee  of  Safety 
of  this  Colony  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  that  they 
receive  out  of  the  Treasury  five  Shillings  per  day  each  for 
wa<^es,  and  that  the  President  give  order  for  payment  there- 
of 

Voted,  That  the  balance  of  the  Account  of  Nathaniel 
Folsom,  Esq.,  amounting  to  two  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and 
six  Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  of  payment. 

Voted,  To  choose  a  Committee  to  agree  with  Colonel 
Toppan,  for  the  purchase  of  seven  Cannon,  belonging  to 
him,  now  at  our  Batteries  at  Piscaiaqua  Harbour,  not  to 
exceed  twenty  Pounds  for  each  Cannon ;  and  that  Mr. 
Sherburne  and  Colonel  Evans  be  tlie  Committee  for  that 
purpose,  to  make  report  to  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Voted,  That  Deacon  Williams  have  and  receive,  out  of 
the  Treasury,  twenty-four  Shillings  in  full,  for  the  use  of  his 
House,  and  finng,  for  the  several  Committees  of  this  House, 
to  this  time,  and  that  the  President  of  the  Council  give 
order  of  payment. 

Voted,  That  the  several  Officers,  apjxiinted  by  this  House, 
proceed  in  their  respective  business  immediately  after  their 
taking  their  respective  oaths  of  office,  (without  having  com- 
missions ;)  not  to  interfere  with  a  fonner  Vote  of  this  House 
for  opening  the  several  Courts  to  try  criminal  cases  and 
trespass  only. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Timothy  Walker  be  added  to  tlie 
Committee  for  examining  Accounts,  &c. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Supplies  be  paid  for  their 
services  and  expenses,  eight  Shillings  per  day  when  doing 
business  abroad,  and  four  Shillbgs  per  day  when  they  did 
business  at  home. 

Voted,  That  the  Inventories  of  Rateables,  Estates,  and 
Polls,  in  and  throughout  this  Colony  for  the  current  year, 
be  taken  in  the  month  of  April  next,  and  the  several  rates 
at  which  the  said  Estates  are  to  be  set,  to  be  hereafter  con- 
sidered by  this  Court. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Long,  our  Barrackmaster,  be  order- 
ed to  build  Barracks,  or  hire  Houses,  on  Great-Island,  to 
lodge  our  Soldiers  in,  as  he  shall  find  most  convenient. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Elijah  Grout  have,  and  receive,  out  of 
the  Treasury,  twenty-five  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted 
for,  and  tliat  the  President  of  the  Council  give  order  of  pay- 
ment. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Prentice,  Colonel  Evans,  Mr.  Pat- 
ten, and  Mr.  Grout,  be  a  Committee  of  this  House,  to  join 
a  Committee  of  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  together 
about  the  Pay-RoU  of  tlie  Members  of  this  House,  and  to 
make  report  to  this  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Which  Committee  being  joined  by  a  Committee  from  the 
honourable  Board,  made  report :  That  it  is  their  opinion 
that  each  Member  receive  their  pay  out  of  the  Treasury,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same  conditions,  they  did  the 
last  session,  and  that  the  Secretary  and  Clerks  immediately 
make  out  the  rolls  for  the  same. 

Nathaniel  Folsom,  Chairman. 

Therefore,  Voted,  That  the  pay  of  the  several  Members 
of  the  Council  and  of  this  House,  for  this  session,  be  drawn 
out  of  the  Treasury  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same 
conditions,  as  for  the  last  session  ;  and  that  the  Secretary  and 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  immediately  make  out  the  Rolls  for 
the  same,  and  certify  them  to  the  Treasurer. 

Then  the  House  adjourned  to  the  first  Wednesday  in 
June  next,  the  fifth  day  of  said  month,  then  to  meet  at  the 
Court-House  in  Exeter,  at  three  of  the  clock,  afternoon. 
Attest:  Noah  Emery, 

Clerk  House  of  Representatives. 
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PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    LEE. 

Philadelphia,  March  1,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  After  a  warm  contest,  occasioned  by  the 
high  estimation  the  Members  of  Congress  liave  of  your 
worth  and  abilities,  (every  one  wishing  to  have  you  where 
he  had  most  at  stake,)  the  Congress  have  at  length  deter- 
mined to  supersede  the  orders  given  you  to  proceed  to  Ca- 
nada, and  have  this  day  come  to  a  resolution  that  you  shall 
take  tlie  command  of  the  Continental  Forces  in  the  Southern 
Department ;  which  comprehends  Virginia,  North-Caro- 
lina, South- Carolina,  and  Georgia. 

The  Congress  have  also  appointed  six  new  Brigadier- 
Generals,  viz  :  John  Armstrong,  William  Thompson,  An- 
drew Lewis,  James  Moore,  Lord  Stirling,  and  Jtohert  Howe, 
Esquires,  four  of  whom  are  to  command  under  you,  in  the 
Southern  Department,  and  two  in  the  Middle.  By  this 
conveyance,  I  have  forwarded  the  commission  for  his  Lord- 
ship. As  soon  as  your  health,  and  the  necessary  orders 
you  may  think  proper  to  give  for  putting  New-  York  in  a 
state  of  defence,  will  permit,  I  have  it  in  charge  to  direct 
that  you  repair  to  the  Department  put  under  your  imme- 
diate command. 

In  expectation  of  seeing  you  soon  in  this  place  on  your 
way,  I  need  not  add,  but,  that  I  am,  with  every  sentiment 
of  regard  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Hon.  Major-General  Lee,  at  New- York. 

PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Philadelphia,  March  1,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  enclosing  to  you 
a  commission  of  Brigadier-General  in  the  Continental  Army. 
From  the  high  opinion  the  Congress  entertain  of  your  zeal 
and  attachment  to  the  American  cause,  they  flatter  them- 
selves you  will  do  everything  in  your  power  to  discharge 
your  duty  to  your  country  on  this  important  occasion.  I 
have  it  in  charge  from  Congress  to  direct  that  you  continue 
at  New-York  until  further  orders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Stirling,  at  New-York. 

JAMES  DUANE  TO  LORD    STIRLING. 

Philadelphia,  March  1,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  afraid  you  will  suspect  I  have  been  un- 
mindful of  your  request,  when  last  here,  and  of  your  inte- 
rest ;  but  I  beg  you  will  be  assured,  that  inattention  to  my 
friends  is  one  of  the  vices  of  which  I  feel  myself  inca- 
pable. 

The  first  opportunity  I  have  embraced  to  solicit  your  pro- 
motion, in  which  I  was  so  happy  as  to  be  supported  by  my 
friends.  Your  Lordship  is  accordingly  appointed  a  Briga- 
dier-General for  the  Middle  Department,  comprehending 
New- York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  Lower  Coun- 
ties, and  Maryland ;  the  Colonies  to  the  southward,  the  four 
Eastern  Provmces,  and  Canada,  form  the  other  three  De- 
partments. 

It  is  now  determined  tliat  General  Lee  shall  command  in 
the  Southern  Department,  where  an  immediate  attack  is 
expected.  The  debates  of  this  day  did  him  singular  honour, 
and  evinced  the  confidence  the  Congress  place  in  his  zeal 
and  abilities.  He  was  given  up  to  the  Southern  Colonies, 
as  the  most  exposed,  with  great  reluctance.  General  Schuy- 
ler, with  Brigadier-General  Thompson  and  yourself,  are  des- 
tined for  the  Middle  Department.  The  Commander-in- 
Chief  for  Canada  remains  to  be  filled  up,  and  is  a  subject 
of  some  perplexity  as  well  as  of  very  great  imjx)rtance.  It 
was  the  anxious  wish  and  earnest  advice  of  our  much  la- 
mented friend,  Montgomery,  that  he  should  be  succeeded  by 
General  Lee ;  but  the  situation  of  our  affairs  has  prevented 
it.  General  Schuyler's  very  precarious  state  of  health,  and 
the  danger  to  which  his  native  Province  is  exposed,  will,  we 
suppose,  make  the  disposition  respecting  him  very  agree- 
able. 

Present  my  respectful  compliments  to  him  and  to  Gene- 
ral Lee,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  great  regard,  your  Lord- 
ship's  most  obedient  servant,  ^       James  Duane. 

To  Lord  Stirling. 


EASTON,    NORTHAMPTON   COUNTY,  (PENNSYLVANIA)    COM 
MITTEE. 
In  Committee,  Easton,  March  1,  1776. 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  Chcstnut-IIill  and 
Hamilton  Townships,  in  the  County  of  Northampton,  being 
conscious  of  our  misdemeanour  and  accumulated  guilt,  as 
well  in  entering  into  a  written  agreement  and  unlawful  com- 
bination, to  bid  defiance  to  the  laws  of  our  country  and  to 
resist  the  authority  of  the  civil  Magistrates,  as  also  in  wick- 
edly and  maliciously  defaming  and  slandering  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress :  We  therefore  acknowledge  oui-selves 
highly  culpable,  and  ask  pardon  of  our  offended  country- 
men, promising  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  as  a  token  of 
our  sincere  repentance,  to  yield  and  deliver  up  into  tlie 
hands  and  custody  of  the  Committee-men  of  the  said  re- 
spective Townships,  within  ten  days  from  this  date,  all  our 
arms,  to  be  by  them  kept  and  detained  until,  both  by  our 
words  and  actions,  it  shall  evidently  appear  that  we  merit 
the  favour  and  confidence  of  our  fellow-citizens. 

"  Johannes  Ziglin,  Sen., 
"Johannes  Ziglin,  Jun., 
"  Thomas  James, 
"  Jacob  Hipge, 
"Edward  Evans." 

Resolved,  That  the  above  be  published  in  the  English 
and  German  Newspapers. 
Extract  firom  the  Minutes : 

Robert  Traill,  Ckrk. 


PHILADELPHIA  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  March  1,  1776. 

Henry  Jimcken,  of  this  city,  having  voluntarily  sent  to 
this  Committee  the  following  Letter,  wliich  is  voted  a  proper 
acknowledgment  of  his  own. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  published  in  all  the  Newspa- 
pers, English  and  German,  in  and  near  this  city. 

T.  Matlack,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Whereas  I  have  been  charged,  before 
you,  of  being  inimical  to  the  noble  struggle  for  liberty  in 
general,  as  well  as  to  the  Association  in  particular.  And 
whereas  there  may  have  words  dropped  in  conversation, 
which  may  be  construed  as  tending  to  discourage  those 
which  otherwise  would  have  associated,  the  which  was 
never  my  intention  to  do.  And  whereas  I  value  liberty  as 
dear  as  life,  and  am  sensible  that  I  shall  reap  a  proportion- 
able benefit  in  the  success  of  tliis  our  noble  struggle  for  the 
same,  my  interest  and  that  of  the  publick  being  inseparably 
connected. 

"  And  whereas  I  am  sorry  for  any  unguarded  word  or 
expression  which  may  have  dropped  from  my  mouth,  and 
which  may  convey  even  the  most  distant  sense  of  being 
inimicably  disposed  to  this  our  noble  struggle ;  being  also 
deeply  concerned  for  the  displeasure  of  the  publick  in  gene- 
ral, as  well  as  my  respected  fellow-citizens  in  particular,  for 
whom  I  have  nothing  but  love  and  good-will  at  heart,  and 
with  whom  I  wish  to  live  in  peace,  harmony,  and  friend- 
ship. Therefore,  to  appease  their  minds,  and  to  convince 
the  publick  in  general  that  this  my  declaration  is  sincere, 
and  that  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  duty  of  my  country,  I 
do  hereby,  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  and  without 
any  persuasion,  threat,  or  compulsion  whatever,  ask  their 
pardon  for  any  offence  by  me  to  them,  or  any  of  them, 
given.  My  future  conduct  will  and  shall  prove  tliat  I  am 
equally  with  them  engaged  in  the  same  good  cause,  and  that 
1  am  determined,  as  I  always  have  been,  to  stand  or  fall 
with  them  in  this  our  noble  struggle  for  liberty. 

"  Henry  Juncken. 

"  To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection." 


To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  New- York. 

The  Petition  of  Josiah  Roberson,  Johannes  Tack,  ifc, 
of  Marbletown,  in  the  County  of  Ulster,  and  Pro- 
vince of  New-York,  humbly  showeth : 
That  whereas  the  Township  of  Marbletown  formeriy  con- 
tained a  sufficient  number  of  men  for  three  djstinct  Compa- 
nies of  Militia,  which,  although  increased  since  that  time, 
have,  by  the  Committee  of  said  Town,  for  local  conve- 
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niences.  only  divided  into  two  Beats  or  Districts,  and  now 
forms  two  Companies,  of  upwards  of  one  hundred  men 
each.  And  whereas  certain  dissatisfactions  have  arisen, 
about  the  ciioice  of  a  Captain  in  tlie  Souilnvest  District  of 
said  Townsliip,  which  we  humbly  conceive  may  have  an 
evil  tendency  to  disunite  the  good  people  of  this  town,  if 
some  suitable  remedy  be  not  applied  in  time. 

And  whereas  it  is  judged  that  tlic  most  effectual  method 
for  removing  dissatisfaction  from  amongst  us  would  be  to 
raise  a  Company  of  Grenadiers,  under  the  command  of 
C/uirks  IV.  Broadhead,  Captain,  Jacob  Delamatcr,  First 
Lieutenant,  Moses  M.  Cantine,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Jacob  Chambers,  Ensign. 

^Ve  therefore  (having  obtained  the  previous  approbation 
of  tlie  Commanding  Officer  of  this  Regiment,  together  witli 
the  Committee,  and  the  Officers  of  tlie  IVIihtia  of  said  Town- 
ship) humbly  pray,  that  we  may  be  embodied  into  a  Com- 
pany of  Gn-nadiers,  in  said  Regiment,  and  that  the  said 
Charles  W.  Broadhead,  Jacob  Delamater,  Moses  M.  Can- 
tine,  and  Jacob  Chambers,  may  be  commissioned  as  above- 
mentioned.     And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 


Jacob  J.  Freer, 

Benoni  Mulks, 

Cornelius  Tack, 

Tho«.  Schoonmaker, 

Joha  Sluyter, 

Johannes  G.  Rosa, 

Dirck  Chambers, 

James  Mekemson, 

John  Raplcgh, 

William  Cantine, 

Solomon  Vanilemerk,  Lues  Brodhcad, 

Thomas  Chambers,     Mindert  Newkirk, 

Arie  Tack, 

Isaac  Robison, 

John  Cusnehan, 

Joseph  Chambers, 


John  Roosa,  Levi  Pawling,  Jun., 

Martinus  Oostcrhout,  John  McKenry, 
Harma's  Oostcrhout,  Johan.  Van  Leuvcn, 
J.  A.  Van  Wagencr,  David  Hclkim, 
Peter  Van  Wagener,  Daniel  Mowers, 
Johannes  Krom,  Potrus  Mowers, 

William  Krom,  William  Love, 

Jacob  Rapelya,  Edward  Deval, 

John  Van  Demerken,  Aldert  Roosa, 
Wilhelmus  Roosa,       William  Hardy, 

John  Cantine,  Jun., 
Robert  Has, 
Peter  P.  Oosterhout,  Abraham  Saler, 
John  Davis,  Daniel  Schoonmaker, 

James  Robison,  Samuel  Dodge. 

Samuel  Brodhead, 


MarbUtotm,  March,  1776. 


WILLIAM  BAHKER  TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Amenia,  Dutchess  County,  March  1, 1776. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  orders  under  your  hand,  to  mlist 
men  in  the  Continental  service,  as  a  Captain,  and  am  very 
sorry  the  privates  are  not  allowed  as  much  pay  as  our  near 
neighbours  in  Connecticut,  who  are  allowed  fifty-three  shil- 
lings and  four  pence  for  a  bounty,  and  fifty-three  shiUings 
and  four  pence  per  month,  which  discourages  our  men  from 
inlisting  in  our  Provbce ;  but  a  bigger  discouragement,  I 
take  it  to  be,  that  there  is  no  time  prescribed  for  their  inlist- 
ment.  Also,  one  place,  the  orders  say,  they  (the  soldiers) 
to  find  their  own  arms,  and  in  another  place,  arms  and 
accoutrements  for  the  men,  &,c.,  to  be  provided  at  the  pub- 
lick  expense ;  and  no  mention  is  made  of  any  advance  pay, 
which  appears  to  me  that  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary 
that  they  should  have  one  month's  pay  before  they  march, 
m  order  to  furnish  themselves.  Under  those  discourage- 
ments, I  fiiid  it  very  dull  raising  men.  If,  therefore,  sir,  you 
pan,  by  a  line  by  tlie  bearer,  give  me  any  further  directions 
in  these  matters,  you  will  greatly  oblige,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  -,,  „ 

William  Barker. 

To  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Woodhvll,  President  of  the  Con- 
gress at  New-York. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBIH-L  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon,  March  1,  1776. 
Sir:  I  received  the  24th  your  favour  of  the  19th  of  last 
month  per  Bennett.  Captain  Troop's  company,  raised 
hereabouts  for  the  Colony  battalion,  half  of  it  marched  two 
days  ago.  They  escorted  eight  hunched  weight  of  powder 
in  casks,  to  prevent  embezzlement.  The  residue  will  fol- 
low the  1 1th.  I  hear  some  other  of  the  companies  moved 
forward  this  week,  and  will  be  followed  soon.  I  expect 
they  will  need  the  arms  and  accoutrements  you  gave  encou- 
ragement to  supply  them.  Your  direction  to  the  Paymas- 
ter-General, to  make  an  estimate  of  what  is  still  due,  and 
to  pay  it  to  the  gentlemen  of  our  Pay-Table  to  pay  off  the 
men,  is  a  salutary  measure,  which  will  answer  very  good 
purposes  to  prevent  complaints.  Our  Treasurer's  chest  is 
dry.  To  have  it  replenished  from  yours  as  speedily  as 
possible,  will  be  very  agreeable.  I  have  noticed  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Mott  of  the  mistake  relative  to  billeting  allow- 
ance made  him,  and  our  Pay-Table  are  informed  of  it,  and 


will  govern  themselves  accordingly.  Mr.  Lee,  of  Charles- 
toum,  moved  to  me  for  an  allowance  for  his  service  at 
SIccncsborough,  after  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga.  I  in- 
formed him  that  a  complete  account  must  be  made  out,  be- 
fore anything  could  be  done  here,  and  that  I  would  write  to 
you  upon  it ;  since  which,  Captain  Lusk,  who  was  at  the 
first  taking  of  Ticonderoga,  and  places  adjacent,  and  in 
service  afterwards  at  St.  Johns,  came  to  me  to  ask  a  settle- 
ment and  payment  to  those  who  were  employed  in  that  first 
service.  I  told  him,  that  in  my  opinion,  the  Congress  in- 
tended that  whole  affair  should  be  at  Continental  expense. 
And  as  several  Colonies  were  concerned  in  it,  and  had  ad- 
vanced money  to  several  persons  thereon,  so  it  could  not  be 
done  without  a  perfect  account  made  up  of  the  whole  ser- 
vices, provisions,  &tc.,  and  the  advancement  each  Colony 
had  made ;  that  for  that  end  I  would  write  to  the  honour- 
able Continental  Congress  to  appoint  a  Committee,  to  meet 
at  some  convenient  time  and  place,  with  power  to  call  on 
all  concerned  therein  for  their  accounts,  to  liquidate  the  lame, 
and  to  make  their  report  thereon,  and  tliereby  justice  ob- 
tained for  those  brave  men  who  undertook  and  so  happily 
effected  that  work. 

This  gave  present  satisfaction  to  him,  and  may  do  the 
same  for  Mr.  Lee.  If  you  judge  this  method  expedient, 
your  application  to  Congress  will  greatly  facilitate  their  com- 
pliance with  my  request  thereon. 

I  am,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  ,  m 

Jonathan  Irumbull. 

To  the  Hon.  Major-General  Schuyler. 


JOHN    STEVENSON   TO   MARYLAND    COIJNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

March  2,  1776. 

Dr.  Stevenson  begs  leave  to  present  a  memorial  to  the 

honourable  the  Council  of  Safety,  now  sitting,  to  acquaint 

them,  that  some  time  ago,  he  had  engaged  a  quantity  of 

gunpowder  from  Mr.   John  Craig,  merchant,  which  the 

Committee  of  Baltimore  Town  took  for  the  publick  service, 

and  being  at  present  greatly  distressed  for  a  small  supply  of 

powder  to  carry  on  his  copper-works,  requests  that  he  may 

be  supplied  witli  such  a  quantity  as  they  shall  tiiink  proper, 

and  he  will  witli  pleasure  repay  any  charge  in  replacing  the 

same.  t         c 

John  Stevenson. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety,  now  sitting  at 
Baltimore, 


C.    BEATTY    to    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Fredericktown,  March  2,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  you  have  the  petition  of  one  of 
the  companies  in  the  Thirty-Third  Battalion,  praying  that  you 
will  commission  the  gendemen  therein  mentioned.  The 
company  seems  to  be  well  satisfied  to  be  commanded  by 
them,  and  I  am  of  opinion  they  will  make  good  officers,  there- 
fore, hope  you  will  approve  of  diem.  Captain  Mantz,  who 
was  appointed  Quartermaster  of  our  troops  by  the  last  Con- 
vention, has  declined  serving  in  that  capacity ;  therefore, 
I  hope  you  will  have  the  commissions  for  him  and  the  other 
officers  of  his  company,  made  out  and  sent  up  with  the 
others,  by  the  first  safe  hand,  and  you  will  oblige,  gende- 
.men,  your  very  humble  servant,  „ 

C  Be  ATT  Y. 

To  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Lewis  Rush,  who  was  appointed  Quarter- 
master to  the  Thirty-Third  Battalion,  has  accepted  of  a  com- 
mission in  the  Pennsylvania  Troops,  therefore  has  declined 
serving  as  a  Quartermaster  in  said  battalion.  In  order  to 
have  the  vacancy  filled  up,  I  consulted  with  the  rest  of  the 
Field-Officei's  of  said  battalion,  and  we  unanimously  agreed 
to  recommend  Mr.  William  Ritchie  as  a  man  well  calcu- 
lated to  fill  up  the  place.  If  he  should  meet  with  your  ap- 
probation, we  pray  that  a  commission  may  issue,  and  be 
transmitted  with  the  above.  C.  B. 

To  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland  : 

The  Petition  of  sundry  of  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabit- 
ants of  Frederick  County,  who  compose  the  company  to 
which  Colonel  Charles  Beatty  was  fomierly  elected  Cap- 
tain, and  Colonel  Baker  Johnson  First  Lieutenant,  the 
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removal  of  whom  to  their  present  appointments  have  occa- 
sioned vacancies,  we,  therefore,  to  render  the  company 
complete,  and  that  it  may  exercise  in  battalion,  as  directed 
by  the  resolves  of  the  Convention,  have  gone  into  a  choice 
of  officers  to  fill  the  \acancics  above-mentioned,  and  have 
apjx)inted  Mr.  John  Adlum  Captain,  John  Furgiison  First 
Lieutenant,  Christian  Weaver  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Thomas  Beatty  Ensign.  If  those  gentlemen  meet  with 
your  approbation,  of  which  we  have  but  little  doubt,  we 
hope  that  commissions  may  issue,  and  be  transmitted  to 
Colonel  Charles  Beatty  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Signed  per  order :  i.t  -r,  r^   7 

°        *^  William  Ritchie,  Clerk. 


ON    SENDING    COMMISSIONERS  TO   TREAT  WITH   THE    CON- 
GRESS. 

The  man  who  would  penetrate  all  the  designs,  and  tho- 
roughly acquaint  himself  with  the  several  mancEuvres  of  the 
British  Government,  ought  carefully  to  attend  to  two  ob- 
jects. The  Prime  Minister  is  always  considered  as  the 
central  wheel  of  all  Government  movements ;  and  the  eyes 
of  every  one  are  fixed  upon  him,  and  his  motions  alone  at- 
tended to.  But  in  the  present  case,  where  he  is  confessedly 
ostensible,  the  affair  is  quite  otherwise ;  and  he  who  wishes 
to  distinguish  between  the  measures  which  proceed  from 
the  real  Minister,  and  will  be  prosecuted,  and  those  which 
the  ostensible  is  directed  to  hold  out,  (as  barrels  to  a  whale,) 
may,  perhaps,  find  the  ti-ue  clue  to  guide  through  the  laby- 
rinth in  the  following  observations. 

Great  Britain  has  steadily  and  invariably  pursued  one 
course  of  conduct  towards  these  Colonies  for  the  last  twelve 
years ;  and  yet  politicians  have  constantly  charged  her  with 
fickleness,  and  a  want  of  a  regular  plan.  He  who  discerns 
the  true  cause  of  this  inconsistent  consistency,  can  point  out 
its  nature,  end,  and  use,  and  show  that  this  fickleness  demon- 
strates the  firmest  steadfastness,  sees  into  the  bottom  of  the 
present  British  policy,  and  comprehends  all  her  measures. 
This  knowledge  I  wish  every  member  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  possessed  of,  with  virtue  and  spirit 
sufficient  to  withstand  all  their  efforts  to  destroy  our  liberties. 

As  soon  as  the  Parliament  is  called,  the  King  gives  cer- 
tain intimations  of  his  designs,  and  applies  for  the  approba- 
tion and  support  of  the  Commons.  Here  we  have  a  small 
opening  of  the  designs  of  the  Cabinet,  no  more  being  com- 
municated than  is  absolutely  necessary  for  obtaining  a  ge- 
neral concurrence  and  vote  of  aids  from  Parliament.  This 
being  once  obtained  by  way  of  Address,  a  new  plan  opens, 
and  that  spirit,  which  was  roused  by  this  discovery  of  the 
real  designs  of  the  Government,  is  laid  asleep  as  quickly  as 
possible,  and  the  real  Minister  now  retiring  behind  the  cur- 
tain, the  ostensible  one  succeeds  to  his  place.  You  may 
therefore  observe,  that,  as  soon  as  the  hands  of  the  secret 
Cabinet  are  let  loose  by  Loyal  Addresses,  things  take  a  new 
turn  in  Parliament  immediately;  and  the  Prime  Minister,  ag 
if  totally  forsaking  the  high  ground  he  had  lately  taken  pos- 
session of,  begins  to  open  new  plans,  df  a  very  different  na- 
ture from  that  held  out  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  and 
recommended  in  the  Addresses  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  King  and  his  cabal  go  to  work  with  all  the 
secrecy  and  vigour  they  are  mastei-s  of,  and  Lord  North 
assumes  his  new  character,  which  is  diat  of  the  Deceiver 
oi  America  and  Amuser  of  the  Nation.  And  he  has  hither- 
to played  his  part  so  well,  that  all  has  gone  on  to  their 
mind.  He  last  year  rendered  them  invisible,  even  to  their 
own  party,  and  had  like  to  lose  all  by  it,  so  diat  he  was 
forced  to  take  off  the  mask,  and  partly  discover  himself, 
before  he  could  carry  matters  in  the  House.  Any  one 
who  remembers  his  motion,  will  feel  the  force  of  what  is 
here  related ;  and  he  who  recollects  that  said  motion  arrived 
but  a  few  weeks  before  the  order  for  seizing  Messieurs 
HaiKock  and  Adams,  which  opened  the  present  scene  of 
the  war,  must  perceive  that  he  acted  m  the  capacity  I  have 
assif^ned  him.  Even  they  who  entertain  the  most  indifferent 
opinion  of  the  Administration,  were,  by  this  motion,  induced 
to  believe,  for  a  time,  that  they  meant  to  give  up  the  mat- 
ter. He  is  now  playing  the  same  game  over  again.  Pro- 
posals for  a  reconciliatiort.  Commissioners,  and  what  not, 
are  now  held  out,  as  the  motion  was  last  year,  and  for  the 
same  purposes. 

Tlie  two  parties  now  divide,  each  going  to  his  own  pro- 
per business :  the  Kbg,  and  his  Secret  Cabinet,  to  arraying 


the  greatest  military  force  they  can  muster,  and  despatching 
them  to  butcher  us  with  the  utmost  expedition  ;  Lord  North, 
and  the  Parliament,  to  amuse  the  nation,  and  distract  and 
divide  the  Colonies,  by  every  hypocritical  art  in  tlieir  pow- 
er. Thus  the  two  plans  go  hand-in-hand ;  the  one  to  divide, 
the  other  to  conquer.  Was  it  not  precisely  so  last  year  ?  Is 
it  not  so  now  ?  AH  ye  timid,  irresolute,  terrified,  and  double- 
faced  Whigs,  who  have,  by  one  means  or  other,  crept  into 
authority,  open  your  mouths  wide,  and  bawl  stoutly  against 
every  vigorous  measure  until  the  Commissionei-s  arrive. 
They  will  bring  pockets  well-lined  with  English  Guineas ; 
Patents  for  Plans,  Pensions,  and  Tides  in  abundance,  will 
attend  them.  Your  palms  will  be  first  greased.  You  are 
the  only  men  who  can  complete  the  Parliamentary  plans 
for  raising  an  American  Revenue !  Common  Sense  says 
this  winter  is  worth  an  age.  Rejoice  that  it  is  now  past. 
Do  all  in  your  power  to  pass  the  spring  in  activity,  and 
matters  may  yet  go  to  your  minds.  Ijord  North's  motion 
last  winter  did  much  for  you  ;  the  Commissioners,  equally 
improved,  will  probably  crown  your  wishes.  I  shall  thank 
God,  and  heartUy  rejoice,  if  your  influence  reach  not  the 
Councils  and  proceedings  of  the  Congress. 

Depend  upon  it,  my  Countrymen,  "Divide  et  impera"  is 
the  instruction  of  every  Commissioner,  and  his  orders  will 
be  delay,  divide,  distract,  as  much  as  possible,  until  the 
forces  are  all  arrived,  and  they  be  in  a  condition  to  enforce 
their  plan.  Then  they  will  inform  you  that  they  have  re- 
ceived orders  by  which  they  are  commanded  to  break  off 
the  treaty.  Too  many  have  already  lost  sight  of  the  King, 
and  our  real  enemies,  and  are  so  fascinated  with  the  pros- 
pect of  Commissioners,  tl.at  I  begin  to  dread  the  snare,  and 
cannot  help  crying  out  to  you.  Oh,  foolish  Americans! 
Who  has  bewitched  you,  that  you  should  put  any  confi- 
dence in  men  who  spill  your  blood  with  as  little  ceremony 
and  reluctance  as  a  butcher  would  that  of  an  ox !  Is  this 
all  you  know  of  the  King  and  his  Ministers  ? 

I  know  there  is  not  a  Tory  now  oft  the  Continent  but 
hopes  these  Commissioners  will  effect  their  purpose,  and  are 
preparing  to  give  them  every  possible  assistance,  and  very 
few  Whigs  who  have  not  their  fears  on  the  occasion.  Every 
thinking  man  on  both  sides  of  the  question  must,  and  does 
believe,  that  their  sole  errand  is  to  cajole  and  deceive,  and 
that  large  promises,  lies,  bribery,  and  corruption,  are  the 
means  they  will  use.  I  beseech  you  to  lend  all  your  spirit 
and  vigour  to  the  Congress  on  the  occasion.  Depend  upon 
it  they  will  want  it.  Pray  them  to  take  one  decisive  step; 
to  send  orders  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  each  Province 
to  arrest  said  Commissioners,  in  the  name  of  the  Thirteen 
United  Colonies,  as  soon  as  they  set  foot  on  shore,  and  send 
them,  under  strong  guards,  to  the  Congress,  with  the  strict- 
est injunction  that  they  be]  pennitted  to  speak  widi  no  man, 
besides  the  guards  and  theii-  servants,  until  they  arrive  in 
Philadelphia ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  a  deputation 
fixjm  Congress  wait  upon  them,  and  ask  them  this  one  plain 
question.  Have  you  authority  to  order  home  your  fleets  and 
armies  immediately  ?  If  they  answer  in  the  negative,  then 
to  break  off  all  further  conference,  and  send  them  off  that 
instant  to  the  enemy's  head-quarters,  with  this  information, 
that  we  scorn  as  much  to  treat  with  a  dagger  at  our  breasts, 
as  we  disregard  their  forces.  If  they  answer  in  die  affirmative, 
then  to  assure  them  that,  as  soon  as  the  intelligence  of  their 
fleets  and  armies'  safe  arrival  in  Great  Britain,  shall  have 
reached  America,  the  conference  shall  be  opened,  and  not 
before ;  diat  they,  in  the  mean  time,  shall  be  kept  in  safe 
•custody,  treated  like  gentlemen,  but  not  permitted  to  cor- 
respond or  converse  with  the  inhabitants  before  the  treaty 
is  completed.  Every  hour  spent  in  conference  with  Com- 
missioners before  this  takes  place,  is  an  hour  lost  to -Ame- 
rica, and  two  gained  to  Great  Britain;  besides  die  immense 
damages  which  will  arise  fi«m  the  powers  of  deceit  and 
corruption,  English  gold,  Government  proinises,  pensions, 
titles,  and  every  art  which  malice,  cunning,  and  religious 
hypocrisy  can  invent  or  use,  will  be  played  off  against  our 
liberties.  These,  judiciously  applied,  will  convert  such 
among  the  great  as  have  not  virtue  and  integrity  to  with- 
stand their  force ;  and  you  will  be  sold  without  pocketing  a 
penny  of  the  price.  Without  pocketing  did  I  say  ?  Nay, 
yourselves  must  pay  it.  Hard  lot,  indeed !  But  if  you 
have  not  virtue  and  spirit  sufficient  to  support  the  Congress 
in  executing  these  measures  for  yom-  security,  you  deserve 
it.     I  conclude,  by  exhorting  you  to  keep  on  the  watch ; 
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lose  not  sight  of  the  King  and  the  Army,  by  looiiing  at  the 
Prime  Minister,  Parliament,  and  Commissioners.  One  bold 
stroke  will  effectually  defeat  the  machinations  of  the  latter, 
and  then  the  former  will  stand  alone  and  unsupported  ;  and 
a  second  vigorous  exertion  will  crush  their  evil  designs 
against  your  liberties.  Remember,  these  Commissioners  arc 
tlie  wooden  horse  which  is  to  take  those  by  stratagem  whom 
twelve  years'  hostility  could  not  reduce.  Act,  then,  like 
Laocoon ;  strike  the  dagger  into  his  breast,  and  never  per- 
mit your  credulity  or  inactivity  to  give  the  perjured  Sinon 
an  opportunity  of  making  a  worn-out,  deluded,  or  corrupted 
Whig  die  altar  on  which  to  offer  up  your  dear-bought  privi- 
leges. Cassandra. 

P.  S.  I  shall  be  told  this  would  be  treating  the  Commis- 
sioners too  cavalierly.  To  this  I  answer.  Men  coming  on 
such  an  errand,  cannot  be  treated  too  much  so.  Let  any 
one  show  tlie  least  mark  of  a  design  in  Administration  to 
relinquish  their  claims,  and  I  will  treat  them  with  the  utmost 
ceremony  and  respect.  I  will  publish  an  ancient  testimony 
in  their  own  favour,  if  it  can  be  but  considered  as  doing 
them  honour.  For  though  I  trust  I  shall  never  prostitute  a 
pui'e  and  holy  religion  to  pay  my  court  to  men,  though  they 
be  Kings,  yet  I  will  do  any  right  thing  for  those  who  come 
on  so  good  an  errand. 

PRESIDENT   or    CONGRESS   TO   GENERAL   ARMSTRONG. 

Philadelphia,  March  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress,  imm  a  sense  of  your  merit  and  zeal 
in  the  American  cause,  have  been  induced  to  appoint  you  a 
Brigadier-General  in  the  Continental  Army.  I  do  myself 
the  honour  of  enclosing  your  commission ;  and  shall  only 
add,  that  I  have  it  in  charge  from  Congress  to  du-ect  that 
you  repair  as  soon  as  possible  to  South- Carolina,  there  to 
take  the  command  of  the  Continental  Troops  till  further 
orders. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  President. 
John  Armstrong,  Esq.,  Brigadier-General. 

N.  B.  A  letter  of  the  same  form  was,  at  the  same  time, 
sent  to  General  Thompson,  directing  him  to  repair  to  iVew- 
York  to  join  the  Continental  Troops,  under  the  command 
of  General  Lee. 


GENERAL    ARMSTRONG   TO   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  March  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  this  day,  covering  the  commission  of 
a  Brigadier-General  of  that  venerable  body  where  you  pre- 
side, does  me  great  honour.  The  importance  of  the  station 
in  which  they  are  pleased  to  place  me,  as  well  as  the  trust 
and  confidence  implied  in  the  appointment,  fills  me  with 
concern.  Conscious  as  I  am  of  my  small  degree  of  milita- 
ry knowledge,  and  sensible,  very  sensible,  of  the  decline  of 
nature,  I  had  no  right  to  expect  an  appointment  of  this  sort, 
and  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Congress  that  I  accept  the 
commission  from  a  sense  of  duty  to  this  much-injured  coun- 
try, and  shall,  by  divine  aid,  endeavour  to  execute  it  to  the 
best  of  my  ability.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  request  you  may 
.please  to  return  my  gratefiil  thanks  to  that  august- body  for 
this  mark  of  their  confidence,  and  to  assure  them  of  my 
readiness  to  comply  with  their  fiiture  commands  to  the  ut- 
most of  my  power. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  * 


Delegates  could  have  been  furnished  with  an  estimate  of 
the  Colonial  expenses  they  might  have  improved  them  to 
advantage.  But  you  may  be  assured  we  shall  do  the  best 
we  can  without  them.  But  I  beg  the  account  may  be  sent 
forward  as  soon  as  possible,  or,  if  the  accounts  cannot  be 
got  ready,  let  me  be  funiished  with  an  estimate  both  of  the 
Continental  and  Provincial  charges. 

I  was  much  surprised  to  find  there  was  no  instructions 
among  the  papers  given  me  by  Captain  Long ;  not  a  word 
about  purchasing  the  flour  wliich  was  so  much  talked  of, 
when  1  was  last  widi  the  Committee.  If  anything  of  that 
sort  is  to  be  done,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  advised  of  it  as 
soon  as  possible,  for  no  doubt  the  risk  increases  with  the 
advancement  of  the  season.  The  Congress  have  appointed 
six  more  Brigadier-Generals,  four  for  tlie  Southern,  and 
two  for  the  Middle  Department.  It  is  probable  General 
Lee  will  have  the  command  of  the  Southern  Army.  I 
have  nothing  new  that  I  can  communicate ;  when  I  have 
you  may  be  assured  I  shall  be  very  particular,  and  I  hope  I 
shall  hear  from  you  often.  All  the  Delegates,  except  from 
New-Hampshire,  are  furnished  weekly  with  all  the  transac- 
tions of  their  respective  Colonies,  and  really  wish  to  be  on 
a  footing  with  diem  in  that  respect.  I  shall  write  to  you 
again  shortly.  In  tlie  mean  time  give  me  leave  to  assure 
you  that  I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  and 
faithful  servant. 


William  Whipple. 


To  tlie  Honourable  Colonel  Weare. 


COLONEL    JOSIAH    BARTLETT   TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMIT- 
TEE   OF    SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  2,  1776. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  8th  ultimo,  per  Colonel  Whipple,  I 
received  the  28th,  and  am  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  spirit- 
ed behaviour  of  our  Colony  in  raising  a  regiment  for  Cana- 
da without  waiting  for  the  order  of  Congress. 

The  several  matters  relative  to  our  Colony  afiairs  are, 
according  to  order,  laid  before  Congress.  As  soon  as  a 
determination  is  had,  I  hope  to  be  the  bearer  of  them  my- 
self to  you. 

I  am  veiy  sorry  for  the  unhappy  difficulties  in  our  Colo- 
nies, at  a  time  when  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from  our 
inveterate  enemies  but  war  and  bloodshed,  notwithstand- 
ing their  hypocritical  pretences  of  treating  and  reconcilia- 
tion to  amuse  us.  I  pray  God  we  may  not  be  taken  in  the 
snare. 

I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JosiAH  Barti^ett. 
To  the  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  should  have  wrote  more  largely  but  the  post 
this  minute  is  setting  off.  J.  B, 


To  tlie  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


John  Armstrong. 


COLONEL   WHIPPLE   TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  2,  1776. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  the  28tli  ultimo.  The  roads  were 
SO  extremely  bad  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  get  here 
sooner  The  papers  which  Captain  Long  gave  me,  sealed 
up  and  directed  to  the  President,  I  delivered  on  my  arri- 
val. They  were  yesterday  read  in  Congress,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee. 

My  colleague  talks  of  leaving  me  in  about  a  fortnight; 
by  that  time  I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  for^vard  the  detemi- 
Jtation  of  Congress  on  the  petition '  for  a  battalion.     If  your 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  LONDON, 
DATED  NEW-YORK,  MARCH  2,  1776. 

An  affair  has  lately  been  discovered  here  which  has 
given  no  small  uneasiness  to  die  Congress.  Some  manceu- 
vres  of  Govemour  Tnjon  convinced  that  Assembly  that  he 
wa^  perfectly  acquabted  with  their  proceedings,  and  they 
were  at  a  loss  to  guess  fixjin  what  quarter  he  could  get  his' 
intelligence.  At  length  a  doubt  arose  in  the  breast  of  Mr. 
Huane  (a  principal  Member  of  the  Congress)  that  his  valet, 
who  had  fonnerly  lived  with  Govemour  Tryon,  had,  at 
night,  when  he  went  to  bed,  taken  his  minutes  out  of  his 
pocket,  which  he  had  copied,  and  sent  to  his  late  master. 
He  informed  the  Congress  of  his  suspicion,  and  it  was 
agreed  that  he  should  put,  as  usual,  soiiie  minutes  in  his 
pocket,  but  they  should  be  fictitious  ones,  in  order,  if  possi- 
ble, to  ascertain  his  servant's  dishonesty  before  he  was  ap- 
prehended. This  was  accordingly  done ;  the  servant,  as  it 
is  supposed,  copied  and  sent  them  to  the  Govemour,  who 
soon  found  that  the  servant  either  had  imposed  on  him,  or 
was  himself  imposed  on,  and  therefore  gave  him  notice  to 
take  care  of  himself:  he  fled  immediately  on  this  to  Gover- 
nour  Tryon,  who  sent  him  over  to  England  in  the  last  ship 
that  sailed  from  hence.* 

•Philadklphia,  Jonwory  9iA — At  breakfast  I  wa»  visited  by  Paul 
Foohs  8  housekeeper,  who  informed  that  their  boy,  jyeal,  had  heard  his 
sister  Rosanna  Thompson,  who  lived  at  Richard  Bache's,  say  that 
Jatnea  Brattle,  servant-man  to  James  Duane,  one  of  the  J\'e-w-York 
Delegates,  was  employed  by  Govemour  Tryon  to  collect  and  send  him 
all  the  news  he  could  find,  on  board  the  Asia,  for  which  he  should  ba 
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To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New- York. 
The  Memorial  of  sundry  Merchants  and  other  Inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  New-York,  humbly  setteth  forth  : 
We,  the  subscribers,  beg  leave  humbly  to  represent  to  this 
honourable  Congress,  that  we  have  observed  for  a  consider- 
able time  past  Robert  Robinson  and  Michael  Price,  of  tliis 
city,  merchants,  suffering  great  hardships,  under  the  censure 
of  the  Committee ;  and  conceiving  their  case  to  be  singu- 
larly hard,  and  being  persuaded  that  they  will  in  future 
earnestly  endeavour  to  avoid  giving  any  just  cause  of  offence, 
we  humbly  pray  that  this  honourable    Congress  will   be 
pleased  to  take  their  case  into  consideration,  and  gi-ant  them 
such  relief  as  in  your  wisdom  may  seem  meet. 

Anthony  I.ispenard,  for  Thomas  Jones,  Richard  Sharpe, 

Leonard  Lispenard,  William  M.  Pagan,  John  Moore, 

Anthony  Lispeuard,  for  Abraham  Lott,  Abr.  B.  Bancker, 

self,  Van  Zandts  &  Ketel-  Richard  Yates, 

John  Jones,     •  tas,  Smith  Ramadge, 

Cornelius  Ray,  Alexander  Robertson,  Oliver  Templeton, 

Richard  Ray,  Jr.,  Robert  Gault,  G.  W.  Beekman, 

John  Ramsay,  Francis  Lewis,  Jr.,  Samuel  Clossey, 

Cornelius  P.  Low,  William  Walton,  Hugh  Gaine, 

Samuel  Baird,  Wynandt  Keteltas,  James  Seagrovo. 


COLONEL    BUDD    TO    JOHN    McKESSON. 

Mamaroneck,  March  2,  1 776. 

Sir  :  Some  time  past  I  had  a  small  boat  taken  from  me. 
I  am  informed  she  is  gone  to  the  Asia  man-of-war.  I 
should  take  it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you  would  get  a 
permit  for  the  bearer,  Mr.  William  Grey,  to  go  on  board  in 
search  of  her,  as  he  is  acquainted  with  her. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  -^  „ 

•^  '  biLBERT  JJUDD. 

To  John  McKesson,  Esq. 


THOMAS  MOFFAT  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Blooming-Grove,  March  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  return  for  several  oflScers  in 
the  Militia  and  Minute  departments,  occasioned  by  vacan- 
cies on  account  of  the  advancement  of  some,  and  others 
refiising  to  qualify.  The  Committee  desire  you  would  en- 
deavour to  get  the  commissions  made  out  for  them,  and  sent 
up  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and,  also,  that  you  would  get  a  com- 
mission made  out  for  Vincent  Helms,  Ensign,  in  the  com- 
pany of  Captain  Samuel  Raymond,  in  tlie  Minute  depart- 
ment, a  return  whereof  has  been  made,  but  no  commission 
come. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant.    By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Thomas  Moffat,  Clerk, 


JAMES  ROSEKRANS  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Fishkill,  March  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  In  compliance  to  ray  orders,  in  making  re- 
port from  time  to  time  of  my  progress  in  inlisting  men  and 
raising  a  company  to  be  employed  as  part  of  the  American 
Continental  Army,  I  hereby  inform  the  honourable  Congress 
that  I  last  evening  met  my  Lieutenants,  Lee  and  Lawrence, 
and  Ensign  Balding,  and  find  that  we  have  inlisted  sixty-five 
men,  and  I  do  expect,  without  any  doubt,  to  be  ready  to 
have  my  full  company  mustered  the  week  after  next.     And 

well  rewarded,  and  also  be  preferred  to  some  post.  In  consequence  of 
which,  he  had  written  to  him,  and  in  particular  the  day  our  fleet  sailed, 
with  their  number,  &c.  On  this  information,  I  called  upon  some  of  our 
Committee  at  the  Coffee-House.  Joseph  Dean  went  with  me,  but 
could  gain  nothing.  We  returned.  Then  John  Sayard  went  with  me 
to  Joseph  Heed's :  he  not  at  home ;  thence  to  see  him  at  the  Committee 
of  Safety;  not  there;  thence  to  the  Court-House;  found  him.  After 
taking  his  advice,  went  to  ffaU's  printing-office;  took  Richard  Bache 
home  with  us;  called  his  maid;  examined  her.  She  seemed  confound- 
ed, but,  on  the  whole,  denied  it.  From  thence  to  the  Coffee-House, 
where,  consulting  Major  Cox,  he  joined  us  two.  We  went  to  the  State- 
House;  called  out  Mr,  Duane ;  informed  him;  he  seemed  confounded; 
requested  us  to  attend  him  to  his  house.  We  did.  He  called  his  man; 
examined  him ;  took  him  up  stairs  and  made  search,  all  to  no  purpose. 
We  then  went,  took  him  with  us  to  J'aut  Fooks's;  examined  the  boy, 
who  persisted.  We  brought  the  boy  back  to  Mr.  Duane's  lodgings; 
sent  for  the  young  woman,  who,  upon  seeing  her  brother,  confessed  that 
what  he  had  said  was  true.  James  was  called  and  interrogated,  but  all 
to  no  purpose.  Then  Major  Cox  and  Mr.  Duane  took  him  up  stairs 
again,  and  while  they  were  employed  in  that  business,  he  slipped  down 
stairs,  out  through  the  yard,  and  they  have  seen  no  more  of  him.  Ma- 
jor liayard  and  myself  waited  for  them  in  the  parlour.  Thus  he  es- 
caped,— C.  Marshall, 


whereas  I  further  make  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  I  shall 
be  ready  to  be  called  upon  sooner  than  any  other  Captain 
in  this  County  by  odds ;  I  therefore  pray  that  I  may  be 
considered  as  oldest  Captain  in  the  regiment  to  which  1 
am  to  belong. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

James  Rosekrans. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  at  Neio-YorTc. 

GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  KINGSTON  (nEW-YORk)  COMMITTEE. 

Albany,  March  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  of  the  29tli  February,  by- 
Captain  Hasbromk,  he  has  just  now  delivered  me.  As  I  had 
never  heard  from  him  since  he  left  this,  I  did  not  know  if  he 
had  recruited,  or  intended  to  recruit  his  company;  I  there- 
fore could  not  join  him  to  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment, 
which  were  the  only  troops  that  I  was  empowered  by  Con- 
gress to  raise.  He  will,  however,  continue  in  the  service  if 
he  chooses,  and  it  be  agreeable  to  you,  in  one  of  the  four 
regiments  to  be  raised  in,  and  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
this  Colony ;  and  you  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  send 
his  name  to  the  Provincial  Congress. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  respectllilly,  your  obedient,  humble  ser- 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  William  Ellsworth,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  tlie  Committee 
of  Kingston. 


GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL   TO    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  8,  1776.] 

Lebanon,  March  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Lee,  of  Castleton,  moved  to  me  for  an  allow- 
ance to  be  made  him,  and  those  employed  under  him,  for 
their  service  at  the  iron  works,  and  other  business,  at  Skenes- 
borough,  after  the  first  taking  of  Ticonderoga  until  they 
were  dismissed.  Also,  Captain  Thomm  Lusk,  one  of  the 
first  adventurers  in  the  reduction  of  Ticonderoga  and  places 
adjacent,  moved  for  a  settlement  and  payment  to  those  who 
undertook  and  were  employed  in  that  service. 

I  gave  them  my  opinion,  that  the  honourable  General  Con- 
gress intend  that  affair,  and  transactions  thereon,  should  be  a 
Continental  expense ;  that  inhabitants  belonging  to  divers 
Colonies  were  concerned,  that  each  Colony  had  advanced 
money,  and  that  it  is  needful  a  full  account  should  be 
prepared  of  the  services,  provisions,  and  advancements,  to 
be  examined  and  liquidated  by  some  suitable  persons  thereto 
appointed.  Therefore  this  serves  to  move  the  honourable 
Congress,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed,  fully  authorized 
and  empowered  to  call  on  all  concerned  therein,  for  their 
accounts  of  services  and  disbursements,  and  to  appoint  and 
notify  some  convenient  time  and  place  to  hear,  examine, 
and  liquidate  the  same,  and  make  report  thereof,  that  justice 
may  be  done,  and  those  brave  men  who  undertook  and  so 
happily  effected  that  work,  generously  rewarded. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  t  rn 

'  Jonathan  Irumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  President  Hancock.. 


manifesto  sent  on  SHORE  AT  NEW-PROVIDENCE. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Freemen,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  of 
New-Providence  : 

The  reasons  for  my  landing  an  armed  force  on  the 
Island  is,  in  order  to  take  possession  of  the  powder  and 
warlike  stores  belonging  to  the  Crown ;  and  if  I  am  not 
opposed  in  putting  my  design  in  execution,  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  inhabitants  shall  be  safe ;  neither  shall  tliey 
be  suffered  to  be  hurt,  in  case  they  make  no  resistance. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  the  Ship  Alfred,  March 
3,  17.76-, 

EsECK.  Hopkins,  Commander-in-Chief 

PERMISSION.  TO    CAPTAIN    HINSON. 

By  the  Hon.  Eseck  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Continental  Fket,  and,  at  preserU,  off  the  Bahama 
Islands. 
Whereas  I  have  this  day  received  a  Petition  fix)m  Joseph 

Hinson,  setting  forth  that  the  Brig  Christina,  under  his  com- 
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mand.  from  St.  Thomas,  bound  to  the  iVKsmsijfTpi,  belong- 
ing to  the  subjw;ts  of  his  Banish  Majesty,  was  obhged  to 
put  into  this  port  in  a  leaky  condition,  and  praying  leave  to 
sell  hb  carw,  to  enable  him  to  repair  ins  said  vessel;  and 
whereas  it  Ls  the  intention  of  the  United  Colonies  of  iVorjA 
America  that  all  good  offices  should  be  done  to  the  sub- 
jects of  foreign  States,  I  do,  by  virtue  of  the  authonty  in  me 
vested  by  the  Delegates  of  the  said  United  Colonies  m  Con- 
gress assembled,  give  leave,  and  empower  him,  the  said 
Joseph  Hinson,  to  sell  all  the  said  cargo,  in  order  to  defray 
liis  expenses  in  this  port.  itr     i  i 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  Fort  of  Nassau,  March  1, 
1776.  EsECK  Hopkins,  Commander-in-Chief. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  directed,  upon  receipt  of  this,  to 
deliver  to  Captain  Hinson  all  the  goods  in  tlie  King's 
Stores  which  belong  to  him,  or  his  owners,  and  for  so  domg 
this  shall  be  your  sufficient  authority. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  Nassau,  March  7,  1776. 
EsECK  Hopkins,  Commander-in-Chief. 

To  Mr.  Gardner,  Keeper  of  the  King's  Stores. 
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'few  days  ago,  enclosing  a  resolve  of  the  Congress,  respect- 
ing the  collection  of  gold  and  silver  in  this  Province,  to- 
gether with  your  appointment  of  myself  and  othere  to  col- 
lect the  same  in  this  County.  Am  soiry  to  acquaint  you 
that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  render  the  publick  any  service  in 
that  way,  on  the  terms  proposed,  no  one  being  willing  to 
part  with  their  gold  and  silver  without  receiving  the  paper 
immediately  in  exchange.  Any  orders  your  Honours  may 
at  any  time  think  proper  to  intrust  me  with,  shall  always  be 
complied  witli,  as  far  as  may  be  in  the  power  of,  gentlemen, 
your  most  humble  sei-vant, 

John  Hanson,  Jbn. 

To  tlie  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


ORDERS  GIVEN  TO  THE  SEVERAL  CAPTAINS  AT  SAILING  FROM 
NEW-PROVIDENCE. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  keep  company  with  the  ship  I  am  in, 
if  possible ;  but,  should  you  separate  by  accident,  you  are 
then  to  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Block-Island  Chan- 
nel, and  there  to  cruize  in  thirty  fathom  water  (south  from 
Block-bland)  six  days,  in  order  to  join  the  Fleet. 

If  they  do  not  join  you  in  that  time,  you  may  cruize  in 
such  places  as  you  think  will  most  annoy  the  enemy,  or  go 
into  port,  as  you  think  fit ;  and  acquaint  me  by  the  first 
opportunity,  so  that  you  may  receive  fiirther  orders. 

EsECK  Hopkins,  Commandcr-inr  Chief. 

Ship  Alfred,  March  18, 1776. 

EXTRACT    OF    A   LETTER   FROM    SAVANNAH,    GEORGIA,    TO    A 
GENTLEMAN  IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  MARCH  3,  1776. 

As  the  following  Resolutions  will,  I  am  persuaded,  give 
you  the  greatest  satisfaction,  I  have  sent  you  a  copy  of  them, 
tliat,  rather  tlian  our  enemies  should  possess  our  merchant 
shipping  and  our  capital  town,  we  unanimously  resolved 
that  all  shall  perish  in  a  noble  conflagration,  hghted  by  our- 
selves. 

"Savannah,  in  Georgia,  March  2,  1776,  7 
"  In  the  Council  of  Safety.        5 

«  For  the  safety  of  this  Province,  and  the  good  of  the 
United  Colonies,  it  is, 

"  Unanimously  Resolved,  That  the  houses  in  the  Town  of 
Savannah,  and  the  hamlets  thereto  belonging,  together  with 
the  shipping  now  in  our  port,  the  property  of,  or  appertain- 
ing to,  the  friends  of  America,  who  have  associated  and  ap- 
peared, or  who  shall  appear  in  the  present  alarm  to  defend 
the  same,  and  also  the  houses  of  widows  and  orphans,  and 
none  others,  be  forthwith  appraised. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  considered  as  a  defection 
from  the  cause  of  America,  and  a  desertion  of  property,  in 
such  persons  who  have,  and  shall  leave  the  Town  of  Sa- 
vannah, or  the  hamlets  thereunto  belonging,  during  the 
present  alann ;  and  such  persons  shall  be  precluded  from 
any  support  or  countenance  towards  obtaining  an  indemni- 
fication. 

■'■Resolved,  That  it  be  incumbent  upon  the  friends  of 
America  in  this  Province,  to  defend  the  Metropolis,  as  long 
as  the  same  shall  be  tenable. 

" Resolved,  That,  rather  than  the  same  shall  be  heldand 
occupied  by  our  enemies,  or  the  shipping  in  the  port  of  Sa- 
vannah taken  and  employed  by  them,  that  the  same  shall 
be  burnt  and  destroyed. 

"  Resolved,  That  orders  shall  be  issued  to  the  command- 
ing officer,  directing  him  to  havg  the  foregoirig  Resolutions 
put  into  execution. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Edward  Langworthy,  Secretary." 


JOHN  HANSON,  /UN.,  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Fredericktown,  March  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Yours  of  the  2d  February  came  to  hand  a 


COMMITTEE  OF  SECRET    CORRESPONDENCE  TO  SILAS  DEANE. 

Phila/lelphia,  March  3,  1776. 

On  your  airival  in  France,  you  will  for  some  time  be  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  providing  goodis  for  the  Indian 
trade.  This  will  give  good  countenance  to  your  appearing 
in  the  character  of  a  merchant,  which  we  wish  you  con- 
tinually to  retain  among  the  French,  in  general,  it  being  pro- 
bable that  the  Court  of  France  may  not  like  it  should  be 
known  publickly  that  any  agent  from  the  Colonies  is  in  that 
country.  When  you  come  to  Paris,  by  delivering  Dr. 
Franklin's  letters  to  Monsieur  Le  Roy,  at  the  Louvre,  and 
Mons.  Duhourg,  you  will  be  introduced  to  a  set  of  acquaint- 
ance, all  friends  to  the  Americans.  By  conversing  with 
them,  you  will  have  a  good  opportunity  of  acquiring  Pari- 
sian French,  and  you  will  find  in  Mons.  Dubourg  a  man 
prudent,  faithfiil,  secret,  intelligent  in  affairs,  and  capable 
of  giving  you  very  sage  advice. 

It  is  scarce  necessary  to  pretend  any  other  business  at 
Paris  than  the  gratifying  of  that  curiosity  which  draws 
numbers  thither  yeariy,  merely  to  see  so  famous  a  city. 
With  the  assistance  of  Mons.  Dubourg,  who  understands 
English,  you  will  be  able  to  make  immediate  application  to 
Mons.  De  Vergennes,  Ministre  des  Affaires  Etrangeres, 
either  personally  or  by  letter,  if  Mons.  Dubourg  adopts  that 
method,  acquainting  him  that  you  are  in  France  upon  busi- 
ness of  the  American  Congress,  in  the  character  of  a  mer- 
chant, having  something  to  communicate  to  him  that  may 
be  mutually  beneficial  to  Frame  and  the  North  American 
Colonies  ;  that  you  request  an  audience  of  hun,  and  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  appoint  the  time  and  place.     At  this 
audience,  if  agreed  to,  it  may  be  well  to  show  him,  first, 
your  letter  of  credence,  and  then  acquaint  him  that  the 
Congress,  finding  that  in  the  common  course  of  commerce 
it  was  not  practicable  to  furnish  the  Continent  o{  America 
with  the  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  necessary  for  its 
defence,  (the  Ministry  of  Great  Biitain  having  been  ex- 
tremely industrious  to  prevent  it,)  you  had  been  despatched 
by  their  authority,  to  apply  to  some  European  Power  for  a 
supply.     That  France  had  been  pitched  on  for  the  first  ap- 
plication, from  an  opinion  that  if  we  should,  as  there  is  a 
great  appearance  we  shall,  come  to  a  total  separation  from 
Great  Britain,  France  would  be  looked  upon  as  the  power 
whose  friendship  it  would  be  fittest  for  us  to  obtain  and  cul- 
tivate.    That  the  commercial  advantages  Britain  had  en- 
joyed with  the  Colonies,  had  contributed  greatly  to  her  late 
wealth  and  importance.     That  it  is  likely  great  part  of  our 
commerce  will  naturally  fall  to  the  share  of  France,  espe- 
cially if  she  favours  us  in  this  application,  as  that  will  be  a 
means  of  gaining  and  securing  the  friendship  of  tlie  Colo- 
nies ;  and  that  as  our  trade  was  rapidly  increasing  with  our 
increase  of  people,  and  in  a  greater  proportion,  her  part  of 
it  will  be  extremely  valuable.     That  the  supply  we  at  pre- 
sent want  is  clothing  and  arms  for  tw  enty-five  thousand 
men,  with  a  suitable  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  one  hun- 
dred field-pieces.     Tliat  we  mean  to  pay  for  the  same  by 
remittances  to  France,  or  through  Spain,  Portugal,  or  the 
French  Islands,  as  soon  as  our  navigation  can  be  protected 
by  ourselves  or  friends  ;  and  that  we,  besides,  want  great 
quantities  of  linens  and  woollens,  with  other  articles  for  the 
Indian  trade,  which  you  are  now  actually  purchasing,  and 
for  which  you  ask  no  credit ;  and  that  the  whole,  if  France 
should  grant  the  other  supplies,  would  make  a  cargo  which 
it  might  be  well  to  secure  by  a  convoy  of  two  or  three  ships- 
of-war. 

If  you  should  find  Mons.  De  Vergennes  reserved,  and 
not  inclined  to  enter  into  free  conversation  witli  you,  it  may 


49 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  he,  MARCH,  1776. 


50 


be  well  to  shorten  your  visit ;  request  liim  to  consider  wiiat 
you  have  proposed  ;  acquaint  him  with  your  place  of  lodg- 
ing ;  that  you  may  yet  stay  some  time  at  Paris  ;  and  that 
knowhig  how  precious  his  time  is,  you  do  not  presume  to 
ask  another  audience  ;  but  that  if  he  should  have  any  com- 
mands for  you,  you  will,  upon  the  least  notice,  immediately 
wait  upon  him. 

If  at  a  future  conference  he  should  be  more  free,  and  you 
find  a  disposition  to  favour  the  Colonies,  it  may  be  proper 
to  acquaint  him,  that  they  must  necessarily  be  anxious  to 
know  the  disposition  of  France  on  certain  points,  which, 
with  his  pemiission,  you  would  mention — such  as  whether, 
if  the  Colonies  should  be  forced  to  form  themselves  into 
an  independent  state,  France  would  probably  acknowledge 
them  as  such,  receive  their  Ambassadors,  enter  into  any 
treaty  or  alliance  with  them  for  commerce  or  defence,  or 
both  ?  If  so,  on  what  principal  conditions  ?  Intimating  that 
you  shall  speedily  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  to  Ame- 
rica, if  you  do  not  immediately  return,  and  that  he  may  be 
assured  of  your  fidelity  and  secrecy  in  transmitting  carefully 
anything  he  would  wish  conveyed  to  the  Congress  on  that 
subject. 

In  subsequent  conversations,  you  may,  as  you  find  it  con- 
venient, enlarge  on  those  topicks  that  have  been  the  sub- 
jects of  our  conferences  with  you  ;  to  which  you  may  occa- 
sionally add  the  well-known  substantial  answers  we  usually 
give  to  the  several  calumnies  thrown  out  against  us. 

If  these  supplies,  on  the  credit  of  the  Congress,  should 
be  refiised,  you  are  then  to  endeavour  the  obtaining  a  per- 
mission of  purchasing  those  articles,  or  as  much  of  them  as 
you  can  find  credit  for. 

You  will  keep  a  daily  journal  of  all  your  material  trans- 
actions, and  particularly  of  what  passes  in  your  conver- 
sation with  great  personages ;  and  you  will,  by  every  safe 
opportunity,  furnish  us  with  such  information  as  may  be 
important. 

When  your  business  in  France  admits  of  it,  it  may  be 
well  to  go  into  Holland,  and  visit  our  agent  tiiere,  Mons. 
Dumas,  conferring  with  him  on  subjects  that  may  promote 
our  interest,  and  on  the  means  of  communication. 

You  will  endeavour  to  procure  a  meeting  with  Mr.  Ban- 
croft, by  writing  a  letter  to  him,  under  cover  to  Mr.  Grif- 
jiths,  at  Tumham-Green,  near  London,  and  desiring  him  to 
come  over  to  you,  in  France  or  Holland,  on  the  score  of  old 
acquaintance.  From  him  you  may  obtain  a  good  deal  of 
information  of  what  is  now  going  forward  in  England,  and 
settle  a  mode  of  continuing  a  correspondence.  It  may  be 
well  to  remit  him  a  small  bill  to  defray  his  expenses  in 
coming  to  you,  and  avoid  all  political  matters  in  your  letter 
to  him.  You  wUl  also  endeavour  to  correspond  with  Mr. 
Arthur  Lee,  Agent  of  the  Colonies,  in  London.  You  will 
endeavour  to  obtain  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Gamier,  late 
Charge  des  Affaires  de  France  en  Angleterre,  if  now  in 
France — or,  if  returned  to  England,  a  correspondence  with 
him  as  a  person  extremely  intelligent  and  friendly  to  our 
cause.  From  him  you  may  learn  many  particulars,  occa- 
sionally, that  will  be  useful  to  us. 

Benjamin  Franklin, 
Benjamin  Harrison, 
John  Dickinson, 
Robert  Morris, 
John  Jay. 


JOSEPH  reed  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  3,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General  :  I  have  not  been  favoured  with,  any 
thing  from  you  since  my  two  last ;  but  that  never  makes  any 
difference  in  my  writing,  as  your  claims  of  friendship  and 
gratitude  upon  me  are  superior  to  all  other. 

The  Congress  have  made  an  appointment  of  Generals,  as 
by  the  enclosed  paper.  Armstrong  is  ordered  to  South-  Ca- 
rolina, Thovipson  to  New-  York ;  the  others  keep  their  pre- 
sent situations.  General  Lee's  destination  is  changed  to  Vir- 
ginia, from  undoubted  authority  that  it  will  be  a  principal 
scene  of  action.  The  Congress  have  acceded  to  the  pro- 
position respecting  myself:  so  that  unless  some  new  event, 
unforeseen  and  very  important,  should  happen,  I  shall  be 
with  you  this  summer.  I  must  beg  your  indulgence  till  I 
can  get  my  family  into  some  convenient  situation,  and  settle 
my  affairs.     In  the  mean  time  I  am  forwarding  your  camp 
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equipage,  which  I  have  extended,  in  many  small  particu- 
lars, beyond  your  order. 

Arnold  is  to  be  intmsted  with  the  affaire  of  Canada, 
Wooster  having  either  resigned  or  been  superseded,  I  know 
not  which.  Mekhior  is  come  from  Qiicbeck  in  twelve  days, 
where  he  left  our  little  army,  now  strengthened  to  fifteen 
hundred  men,  in  good  spirits,  and  still  pleasing  themselves 
with  the  hopes  of  being  masters  of  the  town.  I  have  not 
yet  seen  him,  so  that  I  can  give  you  no  further  particular  ; 
but  I  undei-stand  they  are  like  to  want  battering-cannon  and 
mortai-s.  No  arrivals  of  powder  or  arms  since  my  last,  or 
any  account  of  our  fleet,  though,  from  their  present  cruising 
ground,  we  hope  they  will  fall  in  with  Lord  Comwallis  and 
the  transports. 

Notwithstanding  the  act  of  Pariiament  for  seizing  our 
property,  and  a  thousand  other  proofs  of  a  bitter  and  in-e- 
concilable  spirit,  there  is  a  strange  reluctance  in  the  minds 
of  many  to  cut  the  knot  which  ties  us  to  Great  Britain, 
particulariy  in  this  Colony  and  to  the  soutliward.  Though 
no  man  of  understanding  expects  any  good  from  the  Com- 
missioners, yet  they  are  for  waiting  to  hear  their  proposals 
before  they  declare  off.  However,  yesterday  I  was  informed 
letters  had  been  sent  to  France,  to  know  what  encourage- 
ment we  might  expect  from  that  quarter. 

Our  coast  is  yet  clear.  It  is  a  golden  opportunity  to 
make  provision  for  the  war,  which  I  hope  will  not  be  lost. 
If  the  other  Provinces  had  done  anything  like  this,  in  the 
making  of  arms  this  winter,  we  should  have  been  tolerably 
provided.  We  shall,  by  the  \%toi  April,  have  made  four 
thousand  stand  since  last  October ;  every  part  done  here. 
We  are  casting  cannon,  and  there  is  more  saltpetre  made 
than  in  all  the  Provinces  put  together.  Six  powder-mills 
are  erecting  in  different  parts.  The  two  near  this  city  de- 
liver two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  per  week,  and  are 
now  in  very  good  order.  Many,  many  attempts  have  been 
made  to  get  a  bounty  for  the  ^ew-England  Ti-oops,  but  with- 
out effect.  The  Congi-ess  are  resolved  that,  you  shall  aban- 
don the  lines,  and  give  up  their  country  to  be  ravaged,  if 
they  will  not  defend  it  upon  the  same  terms  as  those  inlisted 
here  ;  such  as  march  to  Canada  only  excepted. 

The  Assembly  have  it  under  consideration  to  raise  two 
thousand  men  for  the  defence  of  this  Province,  but  I  doubt 
its  taking ;  perhaps  there  may  be  half  the  number.  I  am 
told  we  can  easily  raise  two  or  three  more  battalions,  if  we 
had  arms,  &z.c.,  for  them.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  bring  any 
person  with  me  when  I  come.  Mr.  Wehb  has  long  had  an 
inclination  .to  be  in  your  family.  If  the  post  should  be  agFee- 
able  to  him,  and  he  is  agreeable  to  you,  I  believe  I  should 
prefer  him  to  any  other. 

The  post  is  just  going,  so  that  I  have  only  time  to  add, 
that  I  am,  my  dear  sir,  yours  most  affectionately, 

Joseph  Reed. 
To  General  Washington. 

general  lee  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

New- York,  March  3,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General  :  My  destination  is  altered.  Instead 
of  going  to  Canada,  I  am  appointed  to  command  to  the 
southward.  There  has  been  a  great  promotion  of  Briga- 
dier-Generals :  Armstrong,  Thompson,  Lewis,  Moore,  Stir- 
ling, and  Howe,  are  the  six.  Four  are  to  serve  under  my 
orders,  viz :  Armstrong,  Lewis,  Moore,  and  Howe.  As  I 
am  the  only  General  Officer,  on  the  Continent,  who  can 
speak  and  think  in  French,  I  confess  I  think  it  would  have 
been  more  prudent  to  have  sent  me  to  Canada ;  but  I  shall 
obey  with  alacrity,  and  hope,  with  success.  Griffin  has  re- 
sio-ned,  as  he  flatters  himself  he  can  do  better  in  the  commer- 
cial line.  I  have,  in  his  room,  appointed  one  of  die  sons  of 
Letvis  Morris,  to  whom  I  was  under  a  sort  of  engagement. 
Lord  Stirling  will  take  the  command  until  the  arrival  of 
Schuyler.     His  Lordship  is  active  and  discreet. 

In  iny  last,  I  gave  you  my  plan  of  defence  for  this  city  and 
environs  ;  but  from  want  of  men,  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  it 
in  a  poor  condition.  A  regiment  of  Associators  are,  I  am 
told,  ordered  from  Philadelphia.  I  have  likewise  sent  for  a 
battalion  from  the  Jerseijj  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand.  Ward's 
and  Waterburys  Regiments  will,  I  suppose,  according  to 
their  laudable  custom,  leave  the  place  the  moment  their 
time  is  expired,  which  is  the  IStli  of  this  month. 

I  heartily  pray  diat  you  may  give  Mr.  Howe  a  handsome 
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salute  on  his  leaving  Boston.  I  am  not  yet  informed  who  is 
to  take  tlie  command  in  Canada.  No  time,  I  am  sure,  is  to 
be  lost.  As  I  am  ordered  aw  ay  immediately,  I  must  eon- 
sign  the  aflairs  of  New-York  to  Lord  Stirling.  1  tlunk  he 
will  acquit  himself  well. 

1  have  notliing  material  to  ^trouble  you  with  at  present, 
further  than  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  and  eVer  shall  be,  dear 
General,  yours  most  sincerely,  Charl'es  Lee. 

To  General  IVoihington. 

LORD    STIRLING   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

i\ew-York,  March  3,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  this  evening  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  enclosing  a  commission  to  me 
of  Brigadier-General  in  the  Continental  Army. 

This  instance  of  the  good  opinion  which  the  Congress 
entertain  of  my  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  American  cause, 
does  me  high  honour,  and  I  receive  it  from  my  countiy  with 
that  gratitude  and  satisfaction  which  will  excite  me  to  do 
everything  in  my  power  to  deserve  it.  I  wish  I  had  more 
knowledge  and  experience,  and  was  better  qualified  to  exe- 
cute the  arduous  task  I  am  now  appointed  to.  But  the 
Congress  may  rest  assured  that,  in  every  situation,  I  will 
endeavour  to  do  the  best  I  can,  and  execute  their  commands 
as  far  as  it  is  possible.  _  ■ 

I  must  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  fii-st  battalion  of 
Netv-Jerscy  Troops  have  not  yet  received  their  medicine- 
chest,  although  I  have  several  times  wrote  to  the  Commit- 
tee appinted  for  that  purpose  at  Philadelphia.  That 
regiment  is  still  deficient  in  many  articles,  which  are  men- 
tioned in  the  letters  I  transmitted  to  you  on  the  19th  of 
February,  and  which  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  returns 
I  shall  send  you  by  the  next  post.  I  shall  continue  to  pay 
the  fullest  attention  to  that  battalion,  until  I  receive  further 
order  from  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  Stirling. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 
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obliged  to  depend  entirely  upon  chandeliers,  fascines,  and 
screwed  bay,  for  our  redoubts.  It  is  expected  that  this 
work  will  bring  on  an  action  between  the  King's  Troops  and 


ours. 


Gcnend   Lee's  expedition  to  New-York  was    founded 
upon  indubitable  evidence  of  General  Clinton's  being  on 
the  point  of  sailing.      No  place  was  so  likely  for  his  desti- 
nation as  Neia-York,  and  no  place  where  a  more  capital 
blow  could  be  given  to  the  interests  of  America.     Com- 
mon prudence,  therefore,  dictated  the  necessity  of  prevent- 
ing an  evil  which  might  have  proved  irremediable,  had  it 
happened.     But  I  confess  to  you  honestly,  I  had  no  idea  of 
running  the  Continent  to  the  expense  which  was  incurred, 
or  that  such  a  body  of  troops  would  go  from  Connecticut  as 
did,  or  be  raised  upon  the  terms  they  were.     You  must 
know,  my  good  sir,  that  Captain  Sears  was  here,  with  some 
other  gentlemen  of  Connecticut,  when  the  intelligence  of 
Clinton's   embarkation    (at   least  the   embarkation  of  the 
troops)  came  to  hand.     The  situation  of  these  lines  would 
not  afford  a  detachment.     Netv-  York  could  not  be  depend- 
ed upon ;  and  of  the  troops  in  Jersey,  we  had  no  certain 
information,  either  as  to  their  numbers  or  destination.  What 
then  was  to  be  done  ?     Why,  Scars  and  these  other  gentle- 
men assured  me,  that  if  the  necessity  of  the  case  was  sig- 
nified by  me,  and  General  Lee  should  be  sent,  one  thousand 
volunteers,  requiring  no  pay,  but  supplied  with  provisions 
only,  would  march  immediately  to  New-York,  and  defend 
the  place  till  Congress  could  determine  what  should  be  done, 
and  that  a  line  from  me  to  Govemour  Trumbull  to  obtain 
his  sanction,  would  facilitate  the  measures.     This  I  accord- 
ingly wrote  in  precise  terms,  intending  that  these  volunteers, 
and  such  of  the  Jersey  Regiments  as  could  be  speedily  as- 
sembled, should  be  thrown  into  the  city  for  its  defence,  and 
for  disarming  the  Tories  upon  Long-Island,  who,  I  under- 
stood, had  become  extremely  insolent  and  daring ;  when 
behold,  instead  of  volunteers,  consisting  of  gentlemen  with- 
out pay,  the  Govemour  directed  men  to  be  voluntarily 
inlisted  for  this  service,  upon  Continental  pay  and  allow- 
This,  you  will  observe,  was  contrary  to  my  expect- 


COLONEL    STARK.   AND    OTHERS   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Winter-Hill,  March  3,  1776. 

Sir:  We,  the  subscribers,  hereby  certify,  that  Captain 
Daniel  Rogers  has  been  employed  as  a  Deputy  Engineer 
under  General  Sullivan,  of  the  works  erected  on  IVinter 
and  Ploughed  Hills,  since  the  16th  day  of  Ju/y'last,  on  a 
promise  of  reasonable  satisfaction  for  his  services.  We  have 
from  time  to  time  observed  his  conduct,  and  always  see  him 
alert  and  active  in  forwarding  the  works,  and  found  him 
extremely  serviceable  in  the  department  he  acted  in,  and 
would  recommend  him  to  your  Excellency  for  what  wages 
your  Eixcellency  may  think  necessary  for  his  past  services. 

John  Stark,   Colonel. 

John  Nixon,  Colonel. 

Enoch  Poor,  Colonel. 

Thomas  Poor,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 

Israel  G  ilman.  Lieutenant-  Colonel. 

Thomas  Nixon,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 

John  Moor,  Major. 

Andrew  Colburn,  Major. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
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GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO   JOSEPH    REED. 

Cambridge,  March  3,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  28th  of  January,  and 
1st  and  8th  of  February,  are  come  to  hand.  For  the 
agreeable  accounts  contained  in  one  of  them,  of  your  pro- 
gress in  the  manufacture  of  powder,  and  prospect  of  getting 
arms,  I  am  obliged  to  you,  as  there  is  some  consolation  in 
knowing  that  these  useful  articles  will  supply  the  wants  of 
some  part  of  the  Continental  Troops,  altliougii  I  feel  too 
sensibly  the  mortification  of  having  them  withheld  from  me. 
Congress  not  even  thinking  it  necessary  to  take  the  least 
notice  of  my  application  for  these  things. 

I  hope  in  a  few  nights  to  be  in  readiness  to  take  post  on 
Dorchester  Point,  as  we  are  using  every  means  in  our  power 
to  provide  materials  for  tliis  purpose  ;  the  ground  being  so 
haiid  frozen  yet,  that  we  cannot  intrench,  and  therefore  are 


ation  and  plan  ;  yet,  as  I  thought  it  a  matter  of  the  last 
importance  to  secure  the  communication  of  the  North-River, 
I  did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  countermand  the  raising  of 
the  Connecticut  Regiments  on  account  of  the  pay.  If  I 
have  done  wrong,  those  Members  of  Congress  who  think 
the  matter  ought  to  have  been  left  to  them,  must  consider 
my  proceedings  as  an  en-or  of  judgment,  and  that  a  measure 
is  not  always  to  be  judged  by  the  event. 

It  is  moreover  worthy  of  consideration,  that  in  cases  of 
extreme  necessity  like  the  present,  nothing  but  decision  can 
ensure  success ;  and  certain  I  am,  that  Clinton  had  some- 
thing more  in  view  by  peeping  into  New-York,  than  to 
gratify  his  curiosity,  or  make  a  friendly  visit  to  his  friend  Mr. 
Tryon.  However,  I  am  not  fond  of  stretching  my  powers ; 
and  if  the  Congress  will  say,  "  Thus  far,  and  no  farther, 
you  shall  go,"  I  will  promise  not  to  ofl'end  whilst  I  continue 
in  their  service. 

I  observe  what  you  say  in  respect  to  my  wagon.  I 
wanted  nothing  more  than  a  light  travelling-wagon,  such  as 
those  of  New-Jersey,  with  a  secure  cover,  which  might  be 
under  lock  and  key — the  hinges  being  on  one  side,  tlie  lock 
on  the  other.  I  have  no  copy  of  the  memorandum  of  the 
articles  which  I  desired  you  to  provide  for  me,  but  think 
one  dozen  and  a  half  of  camp-stools,  a  folding  table,  plates 
and  dishes,  were  among  them. 

What  I  meant,  therefore,  was,  that  the  bed  of  the  wagon 
should  be  constructed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  stow  these 
things  to  the  best  advantage.  If  you  cannot  get  them  with 
you,  I  shall  despair  of  providing  them  here,  as  workmen  are 
scarce,  and  most  exorbitantly  high  in  their  charges.  What 
I  should  aim  at  is,  when  the  wagon  and  things  are  ready, 
(which  ought  to  be  very  soon,  as  I  do  not  know  how  soon 
we  may  beat  a  march,)  to  buy  a  pair  of  clever  horses  of 
the  same  colour,  hire  a  careful  driver,  and  let  the  whole 
come  off  at  once,  and  then  they  will  be  ready  for  imme- 
diate service. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Treasury,  by  application  to  Mr. 
Hancock,  will  direct  payment  thereof,  without  any  kind  of 
difficulty,  as  Congress  must  be  sensible  that  I  cannot  take 
the  field  without  equipage,  and  after  I  have  once  got  into  a 
tent,  I  shall  not  soon  quit  it.     I  am,  &tc., 

George  Washington. 
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COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  OF  GEOROIA    TO    THE  PROVINCIAL  CON- 
GRESS   OF    SOUTH-CAROLINA. 
In  the  Council  of  Safety,  Savannah,  March  4,  1776. 

The  intimate  connection  between  this  and  your  Province, 
in  a  particular  manner  renders  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  occurrences  in  the  former,  since  the  date  of"  our  last, 
to  which,  and  the  despatches  preceding,  we  refer  you. 

Our  dispositions,  in  the  evenino;  of  the  2d,  were  such  as 
appeared  to  our  officers  the  most  likely  to  prevent  the  land- 
ing of  our  enemy ;  and  so  as,  if  they  should  make  theii- 
landing  good,  either  above  or  below  the  town,  to  prevent 
their  getting  in ;  however,  notwithstanding  our  vigilance, 
they,  by  collusion  with  die  masters  and  others  on  board  the 
merchant  shipping,  which  hawled  near  the  shore  of  Hutch- 
inson's Island  in  the  night  time,  got  on  board  these  ships, 
about  four  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  to  the  number,  as  far 
as  we  are  competent  to  judge  from  the  observations  we  made 
and  the  intelligence  we  received,  of  between  two  and  three 
hundred,  where  they  effected  to  conceal  themselves. 

We  had  our  fears  respecting  these  shipping,  and  therefore 
kept  a  good  watch  upon  them ;  but  it  was  impossible  for 
sentinels  on  this  shore  to  descry  them  in  boarding  from  the 
other,  the  vessels  being  betwixt. 

Captain  Rice,  who  commanded  a  boat  of  observation, 
was  sent  on  board  the  shipping  about  nine  o'clock,  to  order 
the  rigging  on  shore,  and  was,  without  any  noise  or  the 
smallest  knowledge  of  us,  kidnapped.  This  we  did  not 
know,  till  about  half  an  hour  afterwards :  two  sailors,  under 
pretence  of  coming  on  shore  for  clothes,  gave  information  of 
the  troops  being  on  board  the  shipping,  and  of  Rice's  being 
taken.  About  three  hundred  men  were  then  immediately 
marched  to  Yamacraio,  opposite  the  shipping,  with  three 
four-pounders,  and  threw  up  a  breastwork.  The  armed 
Schooner  Hinchinhrook ,  of  —  guns,  with  a  number  of  men 
on  board,  which,  with  others,  went  up  the  Back  river  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  day  preceding,  about  this  time  set  sail 
down  the  South  river,  with  intent,  no  doubt,  of  covering 
the  landing  of  the  troops  from  on  board  the  merchant  ship- 
ping ;  but  being  continually  fired  at  by  two  companies  of 
riflemen,  who  were  placed  in  ambuscade,  she  was  obliged  to 
come  very  slow,  and  often  came  too,  and  returned  a  very 
smart  fire,  at  every  place  where  the  riflemen  fired  from,  until 
the  tide  was  spent,  and  she  could  not  get  down.  During 
the  course  of  their  firing,  only  one  of  our  men  got  wounded, 
and  that  slightly,  in  the  thigh  ;  but  on  board,  several  were 
seen  to  fall. 

In  town  we  had  exhibited  a  still  more  interesting  scene ; 
we  found  the  officers  and  men  clamorous  about  the  capture 
and  detention  oiRice  ;  and  two  gentlemen.  Lieutenant  Da- 
niel  Roberts,  of  the  St.  John's  Rangers,  and  Mr.  Raymond 
Demere,  of  St.  .^draw's  Parish,  solicited  and  were  permitted 
to  go  on  board,  to  demand  a  surrender  of  TJice  and  his  people. 
They  accordingly  divested  themselves  of  their  anns,  and  were 
rowed  by  a  negro  on  board  a  vessel,  in  which  were  Captain 
Barclay,  the  Commodore,  and  Major  Grant ;  and  these  offi- 
cers, contrary  to  all  the  principles  which  cement  society 
and  govern  mankind,  immediately  arrested  our  deputies, 
and  yet  detain  them  as  prisoners.  We  waited  with  anxious 
expectation  for  near  half  an  hour,  when  we  demanded  our 
deputies,  (by  the  help  of  a  trumpet,)  without  getting  any 
other  but  msulting  answers ;  whereupon  we  fired  two  four- 
pounders  directly  into  them ;  and  then  they  informed  us, 
that  they  would  send  an  answer  in  writing  ;  which  they  pre- 
sently after  did,  signed  by  Lieutenant  Roberts  and  Mr.  De- 
mere, purporting  that,  if  we  would  send  two  of  the  persons 
in  whom  the  people  most  confided,  they  would  treat  with 
them. 

Captain  Screven,  of  the  St.  John's  Rangers,  and  Captain 
Baker,  of  the  St.  John's  Riflemen,  chagrined,  no  doubt, 
(the  former  particularly,  on  account  of  his  Lieutenant,)  by 
the  detention  of  our  deputies,  took  about  a  dozen  of  rifle- 
men in  a  boat,  and  rowed  directly  under  the  stem  of  Cap- 
tain Inglis,  in  whose  vessel  were  a  great  part  of  the  soldiery, 
and,  in  peremptory  terms,  demanded  the  deputies  ;  and  were 
answered,  after  one  shot  from  Captain  Baker,  by  a  discharge 
directly  down  u])on  them,  of  near  two  hundred  shot,  both 
from  swivels  and  small-arms,  which  was  kept  up  while  they 
were  in  reach  ;  the  Captains  and  men  in  the  boat,  not  one 
in  the  smallest  degree  confused,  or  even,  perhaps,  disap- 
pointed by  the  attack,  fired  their  rifles,  most  of  them  three 
limes,  and,  as  they  say,  not  without  execution ;  and  won- 


derful to  toll,  not  a  man  of  them  killed ;  one  man  only  re- 
ceived a  slug  in  the  fleshy  part  of  his  shoulder,  which  was 
immediately  cut  out,  without  the  smallest  inconvenience  or 
danger.  The  spectators  all  declared,  as  we  now  do,  that 
such  a  Providential  deliverance  has  not  yet  been  known. 

This  unmanly  attack  upon  a  few  men,  in  an  open  boat, 
produced  a  general  fire  from  our  field-pieces  and  intrench- 
ments,  and  as  smart  a  return  from  two  four-pounders  and 
several  swivels  from  the  shipping,  which  lasted  from  about 
twelve  o'clock  to  four ;  and  althougii  they  often  fired  lan- 
gridge,  which  continually  whistled  about  our  men,  not  a 
single  man  was  even  touched ;  but  we  have  no  doubt  a 
number  of  the  enemy  met  with  a  worse  fate,  as  they  were 
seen  frequently  to  fall. 

About  four  o'clock  we  called  a  council,  and  determined 
to  have  the  vessels  immediately  burnt,  and  issued  orders  to 
Colonel  Mcintosh  accordingly;  whereupon,  the  Inverness, 
late  Captain  McGillivray,  loaded  with  rice  and  deer-skins, 
was  set  on  fire  and  cut  loose,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand pounds  steriing.  Upon  this  the  soldiers,  in  the  most 
laughable  confusion,  got  ashore  in  t!ie  marsh,  while  our 
riflemen,  and  field-pieces  with  grape-shot,  were  incessantly 
galling  them.  The  shipping  were  now  also  in  confusion  ; 
some  got  up  the  river,  under  cover  of  the  armed  schooner, 
while  othei-s  caught  the  flame;  and,  as  night  approached, 
exhibited  a  scene,  as  they  passed  and  repassed  with  the  tide, 
which,  in  any  other  but  the  present  times,  would  be  truly 
horrible,  but  is  now  a  subject  only  of  gratulation  and  ap- 
plause. 

The  ships  of  Captains  Inglis  and  Wardel  neither  got  up 
the  river,  or  on  fire.  They  were  ordered  on  shore,  and  now 
are  prisoners  of  Captain  Screven,  in  the  country,  and  their 
vessels  brought  close  in  to  a  wharf.  They  were  pennitted 
to  write  to  Captain  Barclay  in  the  evening,  to  infonn  him 
of  their  situation,  and  to  request  an  exchange  of  prisonere, 
which  the  latter  peremptorily  refused. 

We  have  thus  given  you  a  particular  detail  of  things,  as 
they  really  happened,  to  prevent  the  belief  of  any  erroneous 
mtelligence,  and  from  which  you  will  be  competent  to  judge 
of  our  situation. 

Colonel  Mcintosh  laid  before  the  Board  a  resolution  of 
youi*  Congress,  to  aid  us,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Loumdes ;  and  we  are  very  glad  that  you  have  determined 
to  afford  us  further  assistance.  We  wish  it  may  arrive  in 
time. 

By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety : 

William  Ewen,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Congress,  or  Council  of  Safety,  for 
South-  Carolina. 


A(iUILA  hall  to  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Harford  Town,  in  Committee,  March  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  the  Convention  of  this  Province  has 
ordered  to  disband  the  companies  of  Minute-men,  and  that 
the  Committees  of  the  Counties  pay  off  the  said  companies, 
for  which  purpose  money  will  be  wanting,  as  well  as  to  com- 
ply with  some  contracts  for  arms  that  this  Committee  has 
agreed  for,  and  for  which  long  since  the  money  was  request- 
ed, but  the  amount  has  never  yet  been  had  for  the  enabling 
of  this  Committee  to  comply  with  the  above,  we  would 
hope  your  Honours  will  furnish  this  Committee  with  four 
hundred  pounds,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hall,  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid.  Accounts  of  which,  and  for  the  faithfully  laying 
out  the  same,  shall  be  rendered  to  the  next  Convention  of 
this  Province. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

A^uiLA  Hall,  Chairman  of  Committee. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


GEORGE    STRICKER    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Fredericktown,  March  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Tlie  man  who  had  the  blankets  for  sale  in 
this  town  could  not  stay  to  know  your  answer  to  my  letter. 
I  have,  therefore,  taken  them,  as  I  knew  of  none  elsewhere 
to  be  had.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  conduct  in  so  doing, 
as  well  as  the  liberty  I  have  taken  to  give  him  an  order  on 
the  Paymaster  for  the  money.  The  blankets  were  already 
engaged,  but  he  let  me  have  them  to  oblige  tlie  Province. . 
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The  amount  of  money  I  have  given  an  order  for  is  eighty- 
nine  pounds  fourteen  sliiilings,  for  seventy-eight  blankets. 

I  am,  gendenien,  with  due  respect,  your  obliged  humble 
servant,  George  Strickek. 

To  die  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland.- 


CALVERT   COUNTY    COSfMITTEE    TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF 
SAFETY. 
In  Committee  of  Observation,  Calvert  County,  March  4,  1776. 

This  Committee,  agreeable  to  the  request  of  tiie  honour- 
able Council  of  Safety,  inform  theii-  Honours,  that  at  Dmin- 
Point,  (near  the  mouth  of  Patuxcnt,)  there  are  two  dwell- 
ing-houses, with  fire-places  to  each,  and  a  store-house,  and 
very  near  thereto  a  school-house,  on  the  river  side,  which 
the  proprietors  are  ready  and  willing  should  be  used  by  Cap- 
tain BealFs  men  ;  and  tliis  Committee  offer  it  as  their  opi- 
nion, that  that  is  the  most  proper  place  for  the  troops  to  be 
stationed  at  in  this  County.     Signed  by  order : 

E.  Johnson,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

To  tlie  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 


PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  DR.  FRANKLIN. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  March  4,  1776. 

Sir:  In  order  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolve  of 
Congress,  for  the  manufacturing  of  fifty  tons  of  saltpetre 
into  powder,  the  Committee  of  Safety  have  purchased  a 
seat  for  erecting  a  jKJwder-mill,  which  tliey  intend  to  build 
in  such  manner  as  to  manufacture  about  four  tons  per 
week ;  and  tliey  are  of  opinion  it  will  be  necessary  to  build 
a  magazine  for  the  secure  keeping  of  the  powder,  as  it  is 
made  at  a  suitable  distance  from  the  mill.  This  being  a 
proper  season  for  erecting  the  same,  those  gentlemen,  who 
have  the  superintendence  of  the  mills,  will  be  able  at  the 
same  time  to  oversee  the  building  the  magazine. 

The  Committee  request  you  will  please  to  take  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Congress  relative  to  the  erecting  such  maga- 
zine. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Ross,  Chairman. 
To  Doctor  Franklin. 


SAMUEL    TUCKER    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

New-Brunswick,  March  4,  1776. 

My  Lord:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  current  I  received 
this  morning ;  and,  as  our  Congress  had  adjourned  last 
evening,  I  'convened  as  many  members  of  our  Committee 
of  Safety  as  were  in  this  city,  who  unanimously  advised  the 
sending  your  letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  which  I 
shall  forward  by  the  first  good  opportunity. 

We  have  passed  an  ordinance  for  raising  two  Artillery 
Companies,  to  consist  of  sixty-four  men  each,  officers  inclu- 
ded :  one  to  remain  in  East,  the  other  in  West- Jersey ;  to 
be  inlisted  for  twelve  months,  unless  sooner -discharged;  to 
act  occasionally  in  conjunction  with  our  Militia  ;  and  have 
ordered  six  field-pieces  for  each  division  to  be  immediately 
purchased,  with  all  the  necessary  equipments,  &tc. 

Bergen  County  have  agreed  to  accept  payment  for  the 
seventy-nine  stand  of  arms  taken  by  Captain  Meeker,  which 
they  have  valued  at  four  pounds  ten  shillings  for  each  stand, 
and  which  our  Congress  have  agreed  shall  be  paid.  I  most 
sincerely  wish  your  Lordship  all  manner  of  success  in  your 
arduous  employments ;  and  have  tlie  honour  to  be  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Tucker. 
To  Lord  Stirling. 

P.  S.  Ship  B/«e-Aio«n<at7i-F«ff€y  is  condemned  by  Con- 
grass. 

In  Congress,  New-Jersey,  March  2,  1776. 
The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  determination  of  the 
prize-ship  Elm-Mountain-Valley,  now  lying  at  Elizabeth- 
town  Point,  lately  seized  by  Lord  Stirling,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Continental  Forces  and  Militia  ;  and  it  appear- 
ing, by  the  testimony  of  credible  witnesses  upon  their  oaths, 
that  the  said  Ship,  John  H.  Dempster,  master,  sailed  from 
London  some  time  last  fall,  laden  with  stores,  shipped  by 


order  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  bound  to  the  Port  o(  Boston,  or 
any  other  Port  in  America,  the  said  cargo,  by  the  bill  of 
lading,  dated  the  30th  day  of  November,  1775,  to  be  deliver- 
ed unto  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  his  Majesty's  Forces 
in  America,  or  to  his  order ;  and  the  honourable  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  having,  previous  to  the  taking  of  the  said 
Ship,  resolved  that  all  Transport  Vessels  in  the  same  ser- 
vice, having  on  board  any  Troops,  Arms,  Ammunition,  Clo- 
thing, Provisions,  or  Military  or  Naval  Stores,  of  whatever 
kind  soever,  and  all  vessels,  to  whomsoever  belonging,  that 
shall  be  employed  in  carrying  Provisions,  or  other  necessa- 
ries, to  the  British  Army  or  Annies,  or  Navy,  that  now  or 
shall  hereafter  be  within  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  any 
Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandise,  for  the  use  of  such  Fleet  or 
Anny,  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  and,  with  their  cargoes, 
shall  be  confiscated : 

It  is,  therefore.  Resolved,  That  the  said  Ship  Blue-Moun- 
tain- Valley,  with  such  of  her  cargo  as  was  shipped  by  order 
of  the  said  I^ords  Conmiissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury, 
directed,  as  by  said  bill  of  lading,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Port 
of  Boston,  or  elsewhere,  unto  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
his  Majesty's  Forces  in  America,  or  to  his  order,  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  confiscated  to  the  use  of  the  cap- 
tors, pursuant  to  the  general  directions  for  distribution  re- 
solved on  by  the  said  lionourable  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ship  and  Cargo  be  disposed  of 
by  any  two  agents  or  persons,  to  be  chosen,  the  one  by 
Lord  Stirling,  and  tlie  other  by  the  Committee  of  Eliza- 
hethtovm. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  necessary  expense  and  charge 
wliich  have  arisen  by  guarding  and  securing  said  Prize,  and 
supporting  the  Seamen,  be  first  deducted  out  of  the  nett 
proceeds  of  such  sales. 

Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  said  Ship 
and  Cargo  (the  expense  and  charge  of  guarding  and  securing 
the  same,  and  supporting  the  seamen,  being  first  deducted 
and  paid  thereout)  be  (hvided  among  the  captoi-s,  as  well 
as  those  of  tlie  Militia  sent  out  by  the  Committee  of  I2iza- 
bethtoum,  as  such  of  the  Continental  Forces  as  were  em- 
ployed in  that  service  under  Lord  Stirling ;  that  the  said 
distribution  be  made  among  the  officers,  privates,  and  to  the 
vessels  employed  in  the  said  capture,  in  such  manner  as  is 
usually  distributed  in  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  agreeable 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  all  such  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandises, 
on  board  said  Ship,  belonging  to  the  Captain,  Mates,  and 
Seamen,  as  their,  or  eitlier  of  their  own  private  property,  be 
reserved  for  the  proprietors  thereof,  and  delivered  to  them 
free  of  all  cost  and  deductions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captain  and  Seamen  belonging  to  said 
Ship  when  seized,  be  suffered  to  go  to  an^  place  they  may 
think  proper,  his  Majesty's  Fleet  or  Army  only  excepted. 

And  this  Congress  recommend  to  the  captore  of  said  Ship 
to  make  some  gratuity  to  each  of  tlie  Seamen  taken  on 
board,  to  enable  them  to  travel  to  some  other  parts  in  pur- 
suit of  business. 

A  true  copy:  W.  Paterson,  Secretary. 


ROBERT    OGDEN   TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Elizabcthtown,  March  4,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  I  heartily  congratulate  you  on  your  appoint- 
ment to  be  Brigadier-General,  and  which  will  give  every 
friend  to  his  country  great  pleasure  to  see  that  posts  of  so 
much  importance  are  filled  by  gendemen  of  the  first  abili- 
ties, and  so  strons^ly  attached  to  the  common  cause ;  sin- 
cerely wish  all  officers,  fixjm  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  may 
be  advanced  according  to  their  abilities,  merit,  and  valour ; 
and  none  but  such  be  employed  in  the  service. 

There  are  many  fire-anns  lost,  or,  at  least,  at  present 
missing,  that  were  lent  (by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town)  to 
furnish  Cajitatn  Meeker,  and  the  parties  under  him,  to  as- 
sist your  Lordship  in  taking  the  Ship  Blue-Mountain-  Valley. 
He  has  been  applied  to  for  the  amis,  but  says  he  knows 
nothing  about  them,  who  had  them,  nor  where  to  be  found. 
Hb  ignorance  and  high  temper  makes  it  difficult  to  treat 
with  him ;  perhaps,  though,  fire  in  his  constitution  may  be 
serviceable  on  a  forlorn  hope.  It  would  be  very  kind  if 
your  Lordship  would  give  orders  to  inquire  whether  there 
are  any  spare  arms  in  the  battalion,  that   do  not  belong 
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to  the  men.  Perhaps  some,  if  not  all,  may  be  found  and  re- 
turned. 

I  am  Sony  to  intrude  so  much  upon  your  lordship's  time, 
but  will  take  it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you  could  look  over 
those  papers  sent  from  Thomas  Bartow,  Esq.'s,  office  ;  sign 
them,  and  send  either  to  him  or  me.  It  has  cost  me  twenty 
odd  pounds  for  resiirveying,  and  should  be  glad  to  have  them 
recorded,  let  the  event  happen  as  it  may  with  respect  to 
these  troublesome  times ;  and  I  cannot  flatter  myself  that 
your  Lordship  will  have  more  leisure  a  month  or  two  hence 
than  at  present. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant,  d  r» 

'  KOBERT    UgDEN. 

To  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 


GENERAL    LEE    TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    NEW-YORK    CON- 
GRESS. 

New-York,  March  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  letters  I  received  last  night  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief-and  General  Greene,  were,  unfortunately, 
thrown  into  the  fire  ;  but,  according  to  my  best  recollection, 
the  reasons  given  by  the  General  for  surmising,  or  rather 
concluding,  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to  eva- 
cuate Boston,  were  these :  That  they  had  withdrawn  their 
mortars  and  heavy  cannon  from  Bunker's  Hill  and  Charles- 
town  ;  that  their  transports  were  hauled  into  the  wharves ; 
that  some  people,  who  had  left  the  town  lately,  declared 
that  the  officers'  baggage  was  sent  on  board ;  in  short,  it  is, 
from  every  circumstance,  concluded  by  those  who  are  be- 
fore the  place,  and  those  who  have  lately  left  the  place, 
that  they  are  soon  to  abandon  Boston;  and  that,  conse- 
quently, they  will  attempt  to  establish  themselves  here. 
May  I,  sir,  take  the  liberty  to  express  my  uneasiness  on  a 
subject  which  is  more  properly  a  matter  of  consideration  for 
the  Congress.  The  liberation  of  the  notorious  enemies  of 
liberty  and  their  country,  on  giving  bonds  for  their  good 
behaviour,  appears  to  me,  in  our  present  situation,  extremely 
ill  imagined.  It  is  so  far  fix)m  a  security,  that  it  is  rather 
adding  virus  to  their  malignancy.  The  first  body  of  troops 
that  arrive  will  cancel  these  bonds.  Some  vigorous,  deci- 
sive mode  must  be  now  adopted,  of  discovering  on  whom 
you  may  depend,  on  whom  not.  The  crisis  will  admit  of 
no  procrastinatiori.  I  cannot,  therefore,  help  wishing,  for 
the  common  safety,  and  the  honour  of  this  Province  in  par- 
ticular, that  some  test  may  be  immediately  offered,  that  we 
may  be  enabled  to  distinguish  our  friends  fit)m  our  foes. 
The  latter  must  not,  and  cannot,  be  suffered  to  remain 
within  your  walls,  to  co-operate  with  those  witliout  in 
working  your  destruction. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 

^^"^"^'  Charles  Lee. 

To  Colonel   WoodhuU,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress. 


COLONEL    SWARTWOUT   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Ncw-York,  March  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  was  just  now  informed  that  Lieutenant 
Lee,  of  Captain  Rose/a-an's  company  of  the  Provincials,  had 
sent  in  a  letter  to  your  honourable  Board,  setting  forth  that 
he  made  claim  to  part  of  Captain  Clark's  company  of  Minute- 
men,  in  my  regiment.  The  true  state  is  this,  that  is  to  say: 
Captain  Clark  raised  the  greatest  part  of  a  company  of 
Minute-men,  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Congress ;  after  which  time,  Lieutenant  Lee  tried  to  inlist 
some  of  the  company,  without  being  lawfully  authorized,  as 
will  appear  by  your  minutes  ;  for  Captain  Clark  had  come 
here  with  his  company  before  Lieutenant  Lee  had  received 
his  warrant  for  recruiting ;  so,  consequently,  what  he  had 
done  before  was  void.  And  when  Minute-men  and  Militia 
are  called  into  active  service,  as  we  are  at  present,  they  are 
to  be  under  the  same  rides  and  regulations  equal  to  the  Con- 
tinental Troops,  and,  consequently,  no  more  liable  to  have 
their  men  inlisted  out  of  their  regiment  than  any  other.  All 
I  ask  is  an  equal  right  with  the  rest  of  the  regiments,  agree- 
able to  the  rules  of  Congress. 

A  recruiting  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Bamum's  company 
is  returned,  with  seventeen  men,  to  join  the  company.  I 
expect  daily  the  others  to  return,  with  their  recruits,  to  join 
their  companies.  And  if  my  men  should  thus  be  liable  to 
be  taken  away,  it  will  discourage  the  recruiting  officers  in 
the  Minute  service ;  but,  however,  when  my  regiment  is 
discharged,  am  very  willing  they  should  enter  into  the  Pro- 
vincial service ;  but  not  till  then,  as  they  are  at  present  of 
utility  in  carrying  on  the  fortifications. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 

e  ser  an  ,  Jacobus  Swaktwout,  Colonel. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  o{  New- York. 


colonel  hay  to  new-york  congress. 

Haverstraw,  March  4, 1776. 

Sir  :  I  found  it  impossible  to  get  the  regiment  of  Minute- 
men  completed  out  of  my  regiment,  to  go  under  the  pre- 
sent officers.  I  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  promise  them  that 
they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  choosing  their  own  offi- 
cers, from  Captains  downwards.  As  soon  as  they  had  that 
promise,  they  cheerfully  turned  out.  I  must,  therefore,  re- 
quest that  the  Committee  of  Safety  will  give  commissions 
to  persons  that  are  chosen  by  the  Minute-men  that  are  now 
going  down  to  New-York.  If  the  officers  who  are  chosen 
by  their  privates  get  their  commissions,  I  am  positive  tliat  I 
can  get  the  Minute  Regiment  completed  in  a  short  time. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

serv*^^'  A.  Hawkes  Hay. 

To  the  NetD-York  Congress. 

N.  B.  Excuse  this  incorrect  scrawl,  as  the  men  are  now 
on  their  march,  and  I  have  not  time  to  make  a  fair  copy. 


COLONEL  graham  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Home's  Hook,  March  3,  1776. 
Sir  :  The  Quartermaster  of  our  regiment  having  declined 
serving  any  longer  in  that  station,  the  Field-Officers  have 
agreed  to  recommend  Mr.  James  Cock  as  a  person  properly 
qualified  for  the  office.  If  the  honourable  Congress  should 
approve  of  him,  I  beg  that  his  commission  may  be  made 
out  as  speedily  as  possible,  that  so  necessary  an  office  may 
not  be  vacant. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Lewis  Graham,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 

To  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU. 


NEW-YORK   CONGRESS   TO    COLONEL    GRAHAM. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  4, 1776. 

Sir:  Your  letter  relative  to  a  Quartermaster  for  your 
regiment  was  read.  The  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Colonels  of  the  different  regiments  should  appoint  their  own 
Quartermasters,  and  give  them  a  warrant.  They  recom- 
mend this  mode  to  Colonel  Drake  as  often  as  occasion  may 
require  it.     I  am  directed  to  inform  you  of  this. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Robert  Benson,  Secretary. 
To  Colonel  Leuns  Graham. 


To  the  Honourable  Representatives  of  the  Province  o/New- 
YoRK,  in  Provincial  Congress  assembled. 

The  Petition  of  David  Shaddel,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  Coachmaker,  humbly  showeth : 

That  your  Petitioner,  being  well  affected  to  the  cause  of 
his  country,  has  on  all  occasions  exerted  himself,  whenever 
called  on,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  and  abilities. 

That  on  Sunday,  the  18th  day  of  February  last,  while 
he  was  assisting  in  removing  the  cannon  from  the  Battery, 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  have  his  hand  and  arm  crushed  in 
a  terrible  manner,  so  that  he  has  ever  since  been  incapable 
of  earning  anything  for  the  support  of  his  wife  and  family ; 
and,  what  adds  now  to  his  unhappiness,  is,  that  he  has  no 
prospect  of  getting  better  for  some  weeks. 

That  your  Petitioner,  for  want  of  work  these  few  months 
past,  is  so  far  reduced  in  his  circumstances,  as  not  to  be  able 
to  support  the  increasing  expenses  which  this  accident  has 
laid  him  under,  without  having  recourse  to  the  benevolence 
of  the  charitable  and  well-disposed. 

Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  hopes  that,  as  he  now 
suffers  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  this  honourable  Congress 
will  take  his  case  into  their  consideration,  and  grant  him 
such  relief  as  they  m  their  wisdom  shall  tliink  proper. 
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And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray, 

New-York,  March  4,  1776. 

I  do  iiereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  account  of  the  hurt 
David  Shaddd  received  on  tlie  18tli  ultimo,  is  true. 

John  Charlton. 


KEW-YORK    CONGRESS   TO   THE    SEVERAL  COLONELS  OF  THE 
MINUTE-MEN    AND    MILITIA    OF    THE    COLONY. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  This  accompanies  the  resolve  of  Congress  requesting 
you  to  hold  your  regiment  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning.  We  are  appreliensive  that  the  Ministerial 
Army  at  Boston  may  attempt  to  land  in  this  Colony  in  a 
short  time.  Your  zeal  for  the  publick  cause,  we  trust,  will 
stimulate  you,  and  the  officers  under  your  command,  to  use 
all  possible  diligence  to  comply  with  this  resolution.  We 
have  only  to  add  tliat  no  time  should  be  lost  in  executing 
this  order,  and  that  you  fortliwith  return  to  this  Congress, 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  the  present  state  of  your  regi- 
ment, as  to  the  number  of  men,  arms,  accoutrements,  and 
ammunition  ;  and  if  the  Minute  Regiments  do  not  compose 
one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  of  your  County,  you  are  here- 
by ordered  to  cause  the  Minute  Regiments  to  be  completed, 
agreeable  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  diis  Congress,  of  the 
20th  of  December  last. 


NEW-YORK    CONGRESS    TO    CONGRESS    OF    NEW-JERSEY. 
In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  From  the  intelligence  just  received  from 
General  Washington,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Ministerial  Troops  at  Boston  are  about  leaving  that  city ; 
and  as  it  is  probable  they  will  attempt  a  footliold  in  some 
of  the  Middle  United  Colonies,  we  think  it  expedient  that 
the  Militia  and  Minute  Regiments  in  the  Colonies  should  be 
ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  on  the 
first  alarm.  We  have  given  tlie  necessarj^  orders  in  our 
own  Colony  for  this  purpose,  and  beg  you  would  issue  die 
like  orders  in  your  Colony. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  at  New-Jersey. 


WILLIAM  ELLSWORTH  TO  NEW-YORK  CONGRESS. 

Kingston,  March  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We,  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  Obser- 
vation of  the  Town  of  Kingston,  on  the  29th  day  of  Febru- 
ary last  past,  wrote  a  letter  to  General  Schuyler,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Captain  Elias  HasbroucJc,  and  therein  acquainted 
the  General  of  the  intention  and  inclination  of  Captain  Has- 
brouck  to  be  continued  in  the  service,  and  also  the  desire  of 
this  Committee  to  continue  him  ;  and  the  answer  this  Com- 
mittee received  is  enclosed  in  this  letter.  And  as  it  is  agree- 
able to  the  Committee  diat  the  Captain  should  be  continued 
in  the  service,  (and  you  will  see  that  in  the  General's  letter 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  subaltem  officers.)  we  therefore 
thought  fit  to  raise  the  company  with  expedition,  at  the  re- 
quest of-  Captain  Hasbrouck,  and  to  recommend  diese  per- 
sons, to  wit :  Moses  Yeoman  for  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Petrus  W.  Meyer  for  Ensign ;  and  if  these  persons  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  we 
pray  that  their  warrants  be  sent  up  immediately.  Respect- 
ing the  First  Lieutenant,  the  Captain  proposes  to  have  him 
recommended  bom  tlie  Committee  under  whose  District  he 
lives. 

We  respectfiilly  remain  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee: 

William  Ellsworth,  Chairman. 
To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  in  the  City  of 

New-York. 


extract  of  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  PHILADELPHIA, 
DATED    NORTH-CAROLINA,  MARCH  4,   1776. 

I  now,  my  worthy  friend,  most  sincerely  and  heartily 
congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  the  American  arms  in 
this  Province ;  and  be  assured  that,  let  General  Clinton 
land  when  he  pleases,  we  are  ready  for  him  at  all  pobts. 


Our  natural  situation  gives  us  many  advantages,  and  the 
worthy  men  in  this  country  do  not  want  spirit.  Dunmore 
to  the  North,  and  Martin  to  the  South,  have  given  us  full 
employment  for  some  time  past,  and  have  already  made  the 
whole  Province  soldiers.  It  is  altogether  out  of  my  power  to 
describe  the  ardour  that  at  this  very  hour  prevails  in  this  Pro- 
vince ;  almost  every  man,  at  an  hour's  warning,  is  ready  to 
turn  out  in  his  country's  cause.  Colonel  Moore  is,  by  the 
Council,  ordered  to  disann  all  the  Highlanders  and  Regula- 
tors, and  to  take  all  the  ringleaders  into  custody,  to  send 
them  to  Halifax  Jail,  and  to  possess  himself  of  their  estates, 
and  to  make  the  return  of  his  proceedings  to  the  Provincial 
Congress,  to  be  held  at  Halifax  on  the  2d  of  April  next ; 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  amount  to  something  handsome. 
His  Excellency  Brigadier-General  Donald  McDonald  I 
had  the  honour  of  seeing  at  Newbem.  He  is  far  advanced 
in  life,  being  in  die  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  By  this  time, 
he  is  a  close  prisoner  in  Halifax  Jail,  as  the  Council  expressly 
ordered  him  there. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia  offered  our  Coun- 
cil assistance,  much  to  their  honour ;  and  I  verily  believe 
South- Carolina  would  have  offered  every  relief,  had  there 
been  any  necessity  for  it ;  but  we  had  men  enough  to  settle 
the  account  current  with  the  Insurgents.  Colonels  Moore, 
Martin,  Caswell,  Polk,  Thackston,  LAllington,  and  Long, 
have  gi-eat  merit.  Any  one  of  these  gendemen,  in  this 
countr}',  would  be  an  over-match  for  a  Howe,  a  Burgoyne, 
or  a  Clinton.  Their  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  neces- 
sar}"  modes  of  attack,  would  frustrate  any  attempt  fallen 
upon  by  the  characters  last  mentioned.  The  whole  Pro- 
vince, in  general,  consider  Regulars  in  the  woods  as  an  easy 
conquest,  and  I  am  firmly  of  their  opinion.  How  small 
must  Govemour  Martin  feel  himself,  after  promising  Go- 
vernment two  thousand  men,  not  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
supply  the  Ministry  with  a  single  man  ;  and  after  having, 
with  ostentatious  parade,  brought  up  a  sloop-of-war  and 
three  anned  vessels  within  half  a  mile  of  Wilmington,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  the  Regulators  and  Highlanders 
from  Negroe-Head  Point,  to  sneak  off  with  two  vessels  at 
a  time,  after  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  his  emissaries ;  but 
nothing  can  equal  his  quixotism,  but  that  of  the  Ministry, 
his  masters. 

In  Colonel  Moore's  letter,  you  will  observe  he  mentions 
a  Captain  Macleod  killed  ;  this  man  was  Adjutant-General 
of  the  Highland  Regulating  Army. 

Our  troops  under  Colonel  Howe  are  ordered  into  this 
Province  immediately.  Felix  Kenan  is  a  prisoner  of  ours ; 
that  infamous  fellow  is  by  this  time  a  prisoner  in  Halifax 
Jail.  James  Hepburn  was  Secretary  to  his  Excellency 
Brigadier-General  McDonald.  The  great  Colonel  Cotton, 
we  hope,  by  this  time,  is  a  prisoner  in  Halifax:  Jail. 

After  the  Insurgents  gave  way,  there  never  was  such  a 
scouting  hardly  ever  known  before.  We  expect  next  Fri- 
day to  hear  of  the  number  of  ringleaders  taken. 


EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER     FROM    THE    PROVINCIAL    COUNCIL 
OF  NORTH-CAROLINA,  DATED  NEWBERN,  MARCH  5,  1776. 

Govemour  Martin  has  been  too  successful  in  exciting  an 
insurrection  of  the  banditti  among  the  Highlanders  and  Re- 
gulators. We  refer  you  to  a  copy  of  Colonel  CasweWs 
letter,  and  other  enclosed  papers,  for  the  particular  account 
of  them.  We  have  given  orders  that  die  persons  and  pro- 
perties of  the  ringleaders  should  be  secured,  and  that  all  who 
were  in  anns,  or  aiding  and  abetting,  should  be  disarmed, 
and  every  other  effectual  measure  pursued  to  prevent  their 
giving  Govemour  Martin  any  aid  in  case  of  the  arrival  of 
his  expected  reinforcements.  We  have  everydiing  to  hope 
from  the  vigilance,  skill,  and  activity  of  die  officers,  and  the 
bravery,  spirited,  and  patriotick  behaviour  of  the  troops  on 
this  occasion.  A  noble  ardour  appeared  in  every  part  of 
the  country,  dirough  all  ranks  of  people  ;  insomuch  that,  in 
less  than  a  fortnight,  nine  Uiousand  four  hundred  men  and 
upwards  were  embodied,  and  on  their  march  against  the 
enemy ;  more  might  have  been  raised,  had  they  been  neces- 
sary. We  hear  that  the  men-of-war  are  on  their  way  to 
Wilmington ;  the  inhabitants  have  removed  all  their  valu- 
able effects,  apprehending  that  the  Govemour  will  prevail 
on  the  officers  of  the  men-of-war  to  act  the  same  tragedy 
there  which  Lord  Dunmore  lately  played  at  Norfolk,  to  \us 
immortal  infamy. 
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We  have  ordered  that  the  Provincial  Congress  should 
meet  at  Halifax  the  second  of  next  month. 

We  have  appointed  Committees  to  confer  with  Virginia 
and  South-Carolina,  on  the  most  proper  mode  of  defence 
to  be  adopted  by  these  Colonies  the  ensuing  campaign. 

We  understand  General  Clinton  is  arrived  in  Virginia 
with  the  transports  and  troops  from  Boston,  but  have  not 
yet  any  advice  of  the  arrival  of  those  expected  from  Great 
Britain. 

One  Mr.  Achison,  Midshipman  of  the  Syren,  with  three 
sailors,  were  drove  over  Ocracock  Bar  in  distress,  who  were 
taken  prisoners  and  brought  to  Newborn ;  the  Midshipman 
and  one  sailor  are  sent  to  Halifax  as  prisoners,  the  other 
two  discharged  in  this  town.  It  appears  the  Si/ren  had 
taken  a  vessel  of  ours  on  the  coast,  and  those  men  were 
conducting  the  prize  to  Boston,  when  they  were  forced 
over  the  bar. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  BRIGADIER-GENERAL,  JAMES 
MOORE,  IN  THE  CONTINENTAL  SERVICE,  TO  THE  HON.  COR- 
NELIUS HARNETT,  Esq.,  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL 
COUNCIL,  NORTH-CAROLINA,  DATED  WILMINGTON,  MARCH 
2,   1776. 

On  the  earliest  intelligence  that  the  Tories  were  collect- 
ing and  embodying  at  Cross-Creek,  which  I  received  on  the 
9th  of  February,  I  proceeded  to  take  possession  oiRockfish- 
Bridge,  within  seven  miles  of  Cross-Creek,  which  I  con- 
sidered as  an  important  post.  This  I  effected  on  the  15th, 
with  my  own  regiment,  five  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  part  of 
the  Bladen  Militia ;  but  as  our  numbers  were  by  no  means 
equal  to  that  of  the  Tories,  I  thought  it  most  advisable  to 
intrench  and  fortify  that  pass,  and  wait  for  a  reinforcement. 
By  the  19th,  I  was  jbined  by  Colonel  Lillington,  with  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  the  IVilmington  Minute-men,  Colonel 
Kenon,  with  two  hundred  of  the  Duplin  Militia,  and  Colonel 
Ashe,  with  about  one  hundred  of  the  Volunteer  Independent 
Rangers — making  our  numbers,  then,  in  the  whole,  about 
eleven  hundred  ;  and  from  the  best  information  I  was  able 
to  procure,  the  Tory  Army,  under  the  command  of  General 
McDonald,  amounted  to  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred. 

On  the  20th,  they  marched  within  four  miles  of  us,  and 
sent  in,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  the  Govemour's  Proclamation, 
a  manifesto,  and  letter  from  the  General,  copies  of  which, 
together  with  another  letter,  and  my  answers,  you  have  en- 
closed. I  then  waited  only  until  Colonel  Martin  and  Colonel 
Thackston,  who,  I  had  certain  intelligence,  were  on  their 
march,  should  get  near  enough  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  and 
determined  to  avail  myself  of  the  first  favourable  opportu- 
nity of  attacking  them.  However,  contrary  to  my  expect- 
ations, I  learned,  on  the  21st,  that  they  had,  the  night 
before  and  diat  morning,  crossed  the  North-icest  River,  at 
CamphelUown,  with  their  whole  army,  sunk  and  destroyed 
all  the  boats,  and  taken  their  route  the  most  direct  way  to 
Negro-Head  Point.  I  then  despatched  an  express  to 
Colonel  Caswell,  who  was  on  his  march  to  join  us,  with 
about  eight  hundred  men,  and  directed  him  to  return  and 
take  possession  of  Corberfs  Ferry,  over  Black  River,  and, 
by  every  means  in  his  power,  to  obstruct,  harass,  and  dis- 
tress them  in  their  march ;  at  the  same  time  I  directed 
Colonel  Martin  and  Colonel  Thackston  to  take  possession 
of  Cross- Creek,  in  order  to  prevent  their  return  that  way. 
Colonel  Lillington  and  Colonel  Ashe  I  ordered,  by  a  forced 
march,  to  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  reinforce  Colonel  Cas- 
weU;  but  if  that  could  not  be  effected,  to  take  possession  of 
Moore's  Creek  Bridge,  whilst  I  proceeded  back  with  the 
remainder  of  our  arniy,  to  cross  the  North-west  at  Eliza- 
bethtoivn,  so  as  either  to  meet  them  on  their  way  to  Cor- 
berfs  Ferry,  or  fall  in  their  rear  and  surround  them  there. 

On  the  23d,  I  crossed  the  river  at  Elizabethtown,  where 
I  was  compelled  to  wait  for  a  supply  of  provisions  until  the 
24th,  at  night,  having  learned  that  Colonel  Caswell  was  al- 
most entirely  without.  Just  when  I  was  prepared  to  march, 
I  received  an  express  from  Colonel  Caswell,  informing  that 
the  Tories  had  raised  a  flat  which  had  been  sunk  in  Black 
River,  about  five  miles  above  him,  and,  by  erecting  a  bridge, 
had  passed  it  with  their  whole  army. 

I  then  determined,  as  the  last  expedient,  to  proceed  im- 
mediately, in  boats,  down  the  North-west  River  to  Dolli- 
son's  Landing,  about  sixty  miles  from  them,  and  to  take  pos- 
session ofMoore^s  Creek  Bridge,  about  ten  miles  from  them  ; 
at  the  same  time  acquainting  Colonel  Caswell  of  my  inten- 


tions, and  recommending  to  him  to  retreat  to  Moore's  Creek 
Bridge,  if  possible ;  but  if  not,  to  follow  on  in  tlieir  rear. 

The  next  day,  by  four  o'clock,  we  arrived  at  DoUison's 
Landing ;  but  as  we  could  not  possibly  march  that  night, 
for  want  of  horses  for  the  artillery,  I  despatched  an  express 
to  Moore's  Creek  Bridge,  to  leani  the  situation  of  affairs 
there,  and  was  informed  that  Colonel  Lillington,  who  had 
the  day  before  taken  his  stand  at  the  bridge,  was  that  after- 
noon reinforced  by  Colonel  Caswell,  and  that  they  had  raised 
a  small  breastwork,  and  destroyed  a  part  of  tlie  bridge. 

The  next  morning,  (the  27th,)  at  break  of  day,  an  alann- 
gun  was  fired  ;  immediately  after  which,  scarce  allowing  our 
people  a  moment  to  prepare,  the  Tory  Army,  with  Captain 
McCloud  at  their  head,  made  their  attack  on  Colonel  Cas- 
locll  and  Colonel  Lillington ;  and  finding  a  small  intrench- 
ment  next  the  bridge,  on  our  side,  empty,  concluded  that 
our  people  had  abandoned  their  jwst,  and  in  the  most  furious 
manner  advanced  within  thirty  paces  of  our  breastwork  and 
artillery,  where  they  met  a  very  proper  reception.  Captain 
McCloud  and  Captain  Campbell  fell  within  a  few  paces  of 
the  breastwork,  the  former  of  whom  received  upwards  of 
twenty  balls  through  his  body;  and  in  a  very  few  minutes 
their  whole  army  was  put  to  the  flight,  and  most  shame- 
fully abandoned  their  General,  who  was  next  day  taken 
prisoner. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  action,  from  the  best  ac- 
counts we  have  been  able  to  learn,  is  about  thirty  killed 
and  wounded ;  but  as  numbers  of  them  must  have  fallen 
into  the  creek,  besides  many  more  that  were  carried  off,  I 
suppose  their  loss  may  be  estimated  at  about  fifty.  We 
had  only  two  wounded,  one  of  which  died  this  day. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  has  most 
happily  terminated  a  very  dangerous  insurrection,  and  will, 
I  trust,  put  an  effectual  check  to  toryism  in  this  country. 

The  situation  of  affairs,  in  this  place,  made  it  necessary 
for  me  to  return  here,  which,  at  the  special  request  of  the 
Committee,  I  did  last  night,  with  my  regiment.  The  large 
requisitions  made  by  the  men-of-war,  who  now  lie  just  be- 
low the  town,  gave  the  inhabitants  reason  to  apprehend 
everything  that  could  be  suffered  from  their  disappointed 
vengeance.  However,  the  Committee  have  most  spiritedly  , 
determined  rather  to  suffer  the  worst  of  human  evils  than 
afford  them  any  supplies  at  all ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  we 
shall  be  able  to  prevent  them  from  doing  any  great  injury. 

In  order  to  lessen,  as  much  as  possible,  the  expense  in- 
curred by  this  expedition,  I  some  time  ago  directed  Colonel 
Martin  to  disband  all  the  troops  under  his  command  except 
one  thousand,  including  the  Regulars,  and  with  those  secure 
the  persons  and  estates  of  the  Insurgents,  subject  to  your 
further  orders,  and  then  to  proceed  to  this  place,  unless 
otherwise  directed.  However,  as  I  do  not  tliink  the  service, 
just  now,  requires  such  a  number  of  men  in  arms,  I  shall 
immediately  direct  him  to  disband  all  except  the  Regulars, 
and  with  those  to  remain  in  and  about  Cross-Creek,  until 
further  orders. 

COLONEL  CASWELL  TO  NORTH-CAROLINA    CONGRESS. 

Camp  at  Long-Creek,  February  29,  1778. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  we  had 
an  engagement  with  the  Tories,  at  Widow  Moore's  Creek 
Bridge,  on  the  27th  current.  Our  army  was  about  one 
thousand  strong,  consisting  of  the  Newbem  Battalion  of  Mi- 
nute-men,  the  Militia  from  Craven,  Johnston,  Dobbs,  and 
Wake,  and  a  detachment  of  the  Wilmington  Battalion  of 
Minute-men,  which  we  found  encamped  at  Moore's  Creek 
the  night  before  the  battle,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Lillington.  The  Tories,  by  common  report,  was  three 
thousand  ;  but  General  McDonald,  whom  we  have  a  prison- 
er, says  there  were  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred.  He 
was  unwell  that  day,  and  not  in  the  battle.  Captain  Mac- 
leod,  who  seemed  to  be  the  principal  commander,  with 
Captain  John  Campbell,  are  among  the  slain. 

The  number  killed  and  mortally  wounded,  fix)m  the  best 
accounts  I  was  able  to  collect,  was  about  thirty;  most  of 
them  were  shot  on  passing  the  bridge.  Several  had  fallen 
into  the  water,  some  of  whom,  I  am  pretty  certain,  had  not 
risen  yesterday  evening  when  I  left  the  camp.  Such  prison- 
ers as  we  have  made,  say  tliere  were  at  least  fifty  of  their 
men  missing. 

The  Tories  were  totally  put  to  the  rout,  and  will  certainly 
disperse.     Colonel  Moore  arrived  at  our  camp  a  few  houis 
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after  tlie  engagement  was  over.  His  troops  came  up  tliat 
evenins;,  and  are  now  encamped  on  the  ground  where  the 
battle  was  fought.  And  Colonel  Martin  is  at  or  near  Cross- 
Creek,  with  alarije  body  of  men.  Those,  I  presume,  will 
be  sufficient  effectually  to  put  a  stop  to  any  attempt  to  em- 
body ai;ain.  1  therefore,  with  Coloiit-l  Moore's  consent,  am 
retumint;  to  Ncwbem,  with  the  troops  under  my  command, 
w  here  I  hope  to  receive  your  orders  to  dismiss  them.  There 
1  intend  carrying  the  General.  If  the  Council  should  rise 
before  my  arrival,  be  pleased  to  give  order  in  what  maimer 
be  shall  be  disposed  of.  Our  officers  and  men  behaved 
w  ith  the  spirit  and  intrepidity  becoming  freemen,  contending 
for  their  dearest  privileges.  Richard  Caswell. 

To  the  Hon.  Cornelius  Harnett,  President  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  North- Carolina. 

List  of  Rijlt-Guns  and  other  articles  already  taken  from 
the  Highlanders  and  Regulators,  viz  : 

Fifteen  hundred  Rifle-Guns,  all  of  them  excellent  pieces ; 
two  Medicine  Chests,  immediately  from  England,  one  of 
tliem  valued  at  three  hundred  Pounds  Sterling ;  one  box, 
containing  half-Johanneses  and  English  Guineas,  discovered 
by  a  negro  secreted  in  a  stable  at  Cross- Creek ;  thirteen 
Wagons,  with  complete  sets  of  Horses ;  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  common  Soldiers,  taken  prisoners,  disanned,  and  dis- 
charged. 

We  have  flying  parties  out,  taking  the  ringleaders  and 
all  suspected  persons,  and  disarming  the  common  soldiers 
throughout  the  whole  back  country. 

List  of  Prisoners  taken  by  Colonel  Long,  and  now  in 
Halifax  Jail. 
Colonel  John  Piles,  Major  Thomas  Collins,  Captain  Da- 
vid Jackson,  Captain  Enoch  Bradley,  Captain  John  Piles, 
Captain  Thomas  Bradford,  Captain  William  Bradford, 
Lieutenant  Stephen  Parker,  Lieutenant  Donald  McDonald, 
(wounded  through  the  thigh,)  Ensign  Johii  Dovming,  and 
Doctor  Roberson  York ;  also,  in  Halifax  Jail,  four  of  the 
name  of  Fields,  one  of  the  name  of  Turner,  and  three  of 
the  name  of  Bell,  with  a  Midshipman  and  Quarter-Gunner, 
of  the  Scorpion  man-of-war. 

List  of  Prisoners  taken  by  Colonel  Mahtin,  and  sent  to 
Halifax  Jail. 

Colonel  Kingsborough  McDonald,  Colonel  Hugh  Mc- 
Donald, Colonel  Thomas  Rutherford,  Colonel  Hector 
Mc±^eil,  Colonel  Alexander  McDonald,  Captain  Morrison, 
.Captain  Mackenzie,  Captain  Thomas  Weir,  Captain  Leg- 
gate,  Captain  Solomon  Cross,  Captain  Person,  Captain 
McCoy,  Captain  Muse,  of  the  Light- Hoi'se,  Captain  John 
Mulkeson,  Captain  Neil  McCarter,  Adjutant  Eraser,  Lieu- 
tenants Colin  Mclever,  Joshua  Hewes,  Duncan  Cameron, 
Donald  Muse,  Donald  Cameron — and  sundry  other  Lieu- 
tenants and  Ensigns,  whose  names  I  have  not  yet  an  ac- 
count of — Kenneth  McDonald,  Aid-de-Camp  ;  James  Hep- 
bum,  Secretary  ;  Parson  Battie,  Chaplain  ;  Aaron  Verdy, 
Wagonmaster;  Doctor  Morrison,  Commissary.  He  also 
took  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  Guns  and  Shot-Bags, 
with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  Swords  and  Dirks. 

DONALD  McDonald,  esq.,  lately  created  brigadier- 
general  IN  THE  TORY  ARMV  BY  GOVERNOUR  MARTIN, 
TO    BRIGADIER-GENERAL    MOORE. 

Head-Quarters,  February  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  send  the  bearer,  Donald  Morrison,  by 
advice  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  his  Excellency 
Josiah  Martin,  and  in  behalf  of  the  Anny  now  under  my 
command,  to  pro|X)se  terms  to  you  as  friends  and  country- 
men. I  must  suppose  you  unacquainted  with  the  Gover- 
nour's  Proclamation,  commanding  all  his  Majesty's  loyal 
subjects  to  repair  to  the  King's  royal  standard,  else  I  should 
have  imagined  you  would,  ere  this,  have  joined  the  King's 
Army,  now  engaged  in  his  Majesty's  service.  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  proper  to  intimate  to  you,  that,  in  case 
you  do  not,  by  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  join  the  Royal 
standard,  I  must  consider  you  as  enemies,  and  take  the 
necessary  steps  for  the  support  of  legal  authority. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  his  Majesty's  speech  to  his 
Parliament,  wherein  he  offers  to  receive  the  misled  with 


tenderness  and  mercy,  from  motives  of  humanity.  I  again 
beg  of  you  to  accept  the  profeired  clemency.  I  make  no 
doubt  but  you  will  show  the  gentleman  sent  on  this  message 
every  possible  civility  ;  and  you  may  depend,  in  return,  that 
all  your  officers  and  men  which  may  fall  into  our  hands, 
shall  be  treated  with  an  equal  degree  of  respect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  behalf  of  the  Army,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

'    Donald  McDonald. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Rockfsh. 

P.  S.  His  Excellency's  Proclamation  is  herewith  enclosed. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL    MOORe's    ANSWER. 

Camp  at  Roekfish,  February  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  this  day  I  have  received ;  in  answer  to 
which  I  must  infonn  you,  that  the  terms  which  you  are 
pleased  to  say,  in  behalf  of  the  Army  under  your  command, 
are  offered  to  us  as  friends  and  countrymen,  are  such  as 
neither  my  duty  or  inclinations  will  pei-mit  me  to  accept, 
and  which  I  must  presume  you  too  much  of  an  officer  to 
expect  of  me.  You  were  very  right  when  you  supposed 
me  unacquainted  with  the  Govemour's  Proclamation ;  hut 
as  the  teims  therein  proposed  are  such  as  I  hold  incompati- 
ble with  the  freedom  of  Americans,  it  can  be  no  mle  of 
conduct  for  me.  However,  should  I  not  hear  further  from 
you  before  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  by  which  time  I  shall 
liave  an  opportunity  of  consulting  my  officers  here,  and 
perhaps  Colonel  Martin,  who  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cross- Creek,  you  may  expect  a  more  particular  answer; 
mean  time  you  may  be  assured  that  the  feelings  of  humanity 
will  induce  me  to  show  tliat  civility  to  such  of  your  people 
as  may  fall  into  our  hands,  as  I  am  desirous  should  be 
observed  towards  those  of  ours,  who  may  be  unfortunate 
enough  to  fall  into  yours. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

James  Moobe. 

brigadier-general  moore  to  brigadier-general 
McDonald. 
Camp  at  Roekfish,  February  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  Agreeable  to  my  promise  of  yesterday,  I  have  con- 
sulted the  officers  under  my  command,  respecting  your 
letter,  and  am  happy  in  finding  them  unanimous  in  opinion 
with  me.  We  consider  ourselves  engaged  in  a  cause  the 
most  glorious  and  honourable  in  the  world,  the  defence  of 
the  liberties  of  mankind,  in  support  of  which  we  are  deter- 
mined to  hazard  everything  dear  and  valuable ;  and  in  ten- 
derness to  the  deluded  people  under  your  command,  permit 
me,  sir,  tlirough  you,  to  inform  them,  before  it  is  too  late,  of 
the  dangerous  and  destructive  precipice  on  which  they 
stand,  and  to  remind  them  of  the  ungrateful  return  they  are 
about  to  make  for  their  favourable  reception  in  this  country. 
If  this  is.  not  sufficient  to  recall  tliem  to  the  duty  which 
they  owe  to  themselves  and  their  posterity,  inform  them 
that  they  are  engaged  in  a  cause  in  which  they  cannot 
succeed,  as  not  only  the  whole  force  of  this  country,  but 
that  of  our  neighbouiing  Provinces,  is  exerting  and  now 
actually  in  motion  to  suppress  them,  and  which  must  end 
in  their  utter  destruction.  Desu'ous,  ho\\ever,  of  avoiding 
the  efRision  of  human  blood,  I  have  thought  proper  to  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  Test  recommended  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  which,  if  they  will  yet  subscribe  and  lay  down 
their  anns,  by  twelve  o'clock  to-mon-ow,  we  are  willing  to 
receive  them  as  fi-iends  and  countrymen.  Should  this  offer 
be  rejected,  I  shall  consider  them  as  enemies  to  the  consti- 
tutional liberties  of  America,  and  treat  them  accordingly. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  reminding  you,  sir,  of  the  oath 
which  you  and  some  of  your  officere  took  at  Newbern,  on 
your  artival  to  this  country,  which  I  imagine  you  will  find 
difficult  to  reconcile  to  your  present  conduct.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  bearer,  Captain  Janws  Walker,  will  be 
treated  with  proper  civility  and  respect  in  your  camp. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

J.    MoORE. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL   McDONALD    TO    BRIGADIER-GENERAL 
MOORE. 

Head-Quarters,  February  20,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  by  Captain  James  Walker, 
and  observed  you  declared  sentiments  of  revolt,  hostility, 
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Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  the 

service  of  tliis  Colony. 

till 


The  Council  adjourned 
o'clock. 


to-morrow   morning,   nine 


and  rebellion  to  the  King,  and  to  what  I  understand  to  be 

the  Constitution  of  this  country.     If  I  am  mistaken,  future 

consequences  must  detennine ;  but  while  I  continue  in  my 

present  sentiments,  I  shall  consider  myself  embarked  in  a 

cause  which  must,  in  its  consequences,  extricate  this  country 

fi-om  anarchy  and  licentiousness.      I  cannot  concei\e  that 

the  Scots  Emigrants,  to  whom  I  imagine  you  allude,  can  be 

under  greater  obligations  to  this  country  than  to  that  Kino- 

under  whose  gracious  and  merciful  Government  they  alone 

could  have  been  enabled  to  visit  this  Western  region  :  and  1 

trust,  sir,  it  is  in  the  womb  of  time  to  say,  that  they  are  not 

that  deluded  and  ungrateful  people  which  you  would  repre-    the  said  miUam  BauH^lyip^^  hk.s;iFi,;"tl"^e  follow^ 

sent  them  to  be.     As  a  soldier  in  his  Majesty's  service,  I     manner,  viz :  loiiowing 


Saturday,  March  2,  1776. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

William  Bourlc,  charged  with  being  inimical  to  the 
hberties  of  ^mencfl,  was  brought  before  tliLs  Council, 
when  Mr.  John  Strange  appeared  as  a  \sitness,  who,  first 
bemg  sworn   deposeth  and  saitli,  that  last  night  he  heard 


must  inform  you,  if  you  are  yet  to  learn,  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  conquor,  if  I  cannot  reclaim  all  those  who  may  be  hardy 
enough  to  take  up  arms  against  the  best  of  masters,  as  of 
Kings. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  behalf  of  the  Army  under 
my  command,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Donald  McDonald. 
To  James  Moore,  Esq. 


NORTH-CAKOLINA    PROVINCIAL    COUNCIL. 


That  we  should  all  be  subdued  by  tlie  month  of  May, 
by  the  Kmg  s  Troops.     That  General  Gage  deserved  to  be 
damned ;  he  had  not  let  the  Guards  out  to  Bunkers  Hill, 
and  It  would  have  settled  the  dispute  at  that  time.     That 
there  was  forty-seven  thousand  Troops  expected  soon  to 
America,  and  it  would  be  in  vain  to  pretend  to  defend  our- 
selves against  them."     All  which  the  said  William  Bourlc 
acknowledged,  and  further  said,  "  he  wished  the  time  would 
happen  this  instant ;  but  was  sure  the  Americans  would  be 
subdued  by  the  month  oi  August." 
Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Council  of     •  Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Bourlc  be  sent  to  the 
North-Carolina,  held  at  Newbern,  on  the  2Bth  day    Town  of  Halifaa;,  and  conunitted  to  close  Jail,  there  to 
of  February,  Anno  Domini  1776.  remain  till  further  orders. 

North-Carolina  :  Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Bryan  attend  to  the  exe- 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  the  last  Provincial  Council,    '^""°"  °^  *''<^  ^^^'^  Resolve, 
held  at  the  Court-House,  in  the  County  of  Johnston,  the         Resolved,  That  no  Pork,  Beef,  Flour,  Bacon   Rice    or 
said  Council  was  to  have  been  held  the  17th  day  oi  March    Peas,  be  exported  from  any  part  of  this  Province'  after  this 
next,  at  the  place  aforesaid ;  but  Mr.  President  finding  it    day,  without  fii-st  obtaining  leave  from  the  Provincial  Con-  ■ 
necessary,  required  a  meeting  sooner  than  that  period,  and    gress,  excepting  for  returns  for  Salt,  Arms,  or  Ammunition, 
summoned  the  Members  thereof  to  meet  at  the  Town  of    actually  imported  mto  this  Colony. 

Newbern,  on  the  27th  day  of  this  instant,  February,  1776.         Resolved,  That  all  the  good  and  merchantable  Flour  and 
And  a  sufficient  number  ol  Members  not  appearing  until    Pork  now  for  sale  in  this  Province,  be  immediately  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  publick,  and  that  the  following 
ersons  be  appointed  to  perfonn  this  service :     Mr.  Jamel 


the  28th  following,  when,  Mr.  President,  Aimer  Nash, 
James  Coor,  Willie  Jones,  Wightstill  Avery,  John  Kinchen, 
and  Thomas  Person,  Esqs.,  appeared,  and  took  their  seats 
in  Council. 

The  Council  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Friday,  March  1,  1776. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whitmill  HiH,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Members  of  Council, 
appeared  and  took  his  seat  in  Council. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  recommended  that  the 
President  of  the  Provincial  Council  of  North-  Carolina  and 
Georgia  be  requested  to  procure  Committees  of  their  seve- 
ral bodies  to  repair  immediately  to  Charlestoivn,  and  there 
to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
South-  Carolina,  upon  weighty  important  matters  relative  to 
the  defence  and  security  of  these  Colonies  : 

The  Council  taking  the  same  into  consideration, 
•    Resolved,  That  Abner  Nash  and  John  Kinchen,  Esqs., 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  Province,  and  that  they 
repair  to  Charlestown,  South- Carolina,  as  soon  as  may  be 
convenient  to  them.   ' 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Atchison,  Midshipman,  and 
Richard  Dunniver,  lately  belonging  to  the  Syren  man-of- 
war,  now  prisoners  here  on  parole,  be  sent  to  Halifax 
Town,  and  delivered  into  the  care  of  the  Committee  of  that 
town. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Bryan  attend  to  the  execu- 
tion of  this  order,  and  direct  an  officer  with  four  men  to 
execute  the  same. 

Whereas,  the  Province  of  South- Carolina  hath,  on  ap- 
plication, and  at  the  request  of  this  Board,  supplied  this 
Province  with  one  thousand  weight  of  Gunpowder  for  the 
defence  thereof ;  in  order  to  pay  for  tlie  same  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  be 
empowered  and  directed  to  draw  a  bill  on  the  Continental 
Treasury  for  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
Dollars  and  one  quarter  of  a  Dollar,  payable  to  the  order 
of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  South- Carolina  for  the  time 
being,  and  that  the  said  Treasurers  be  further  directed  to 
remit  the  said  bill  to  the  Treasury  in  Philadelphia,  subject 
to  the  order  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  or  Provincial 
Congress  of  South- Carolina,  for  one  thousand  weight  of 
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m^or,  for  the  District  of  Neivbern ;  Mr.  John  Webb,  for  the 
xJistrict  of  Halifax ;  Mr.  Francis  Brice,  for  the  District  of 
Wilmington ;  Mr.  Memucan  Hunt,  for  the  District  of  Hills- 
borough ;  Mr.  Adam  Alexander,  for  the  District  of  Salis- 
bury ;  and  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  for  the  District  of  Edenton, 

Samuel  Spencer,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Members  of  Council, 
appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

Resolved,  That  either  of  the  Treasurers  draw  on  the 
Continental  Treasury  for  three  hundred  Dollars,  in  favour 
of  Abricr  JSash  and  John  Kinchen,  Esqs.,  for  their  expenses 
1,0  Charlestown  on  the  publick  service,  and  be  allowed  in 
their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Wade,  Esquire,  be  appointed 
Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Anson  Militia,  in  the  room  of 
Samuel  Spencer,  resigned  ;  and  that  Thomas  Harris  be  ap- 
pointed First  Major  of  the  same  Regiment,  in  die  room  of 
James  Auld,  resigned ;  and  that  Commissions  issue  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  recommended  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  and  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil of  North- Carolina,  to  meet  together,  and  confer,  and 
conclude  upon  such  operations  as  they  may  think  most  for 
their  mutual  interest. 

The  Council  taking  the  same  into  consideration, 
Resolved,  That  Samuel  Johnston,   Thomas  Jones,  and 
Thomas  Person,  Esqs.,  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  diis 
Province  accordingly. 

Samuel  Johnston  and  Thomas  Jones,  Esqs.,  two  of  the 
Members  of  Council,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Town  and 
County  Committees  in  this  Province,  immediately  to  disann 
all  suspected  persons  within  their  several  jurisdictions. 

Whereas,  David  Love,  Second  Major  of  the  Anson  Mili- 
tia, now  in  the  actual  service  of  this  Province,  hath  been 
accused  on  the  oaths  o(  Richard  Farr  and  William  Coven- 
ton,  Jun.,  with  having  refused  to  obey  the  ordere  of  a  supe- 
rior Officer,  and  other  ways  misbehaved :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  David  Love  be  suspended,  and 
immediately  put  under  an  arrest ;  and  that  Colonel  James 
Moore  be  directed  to  order  a  General  Court-Martial  to  try 
him  for  said  offence. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  David  Baron  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
twenty  Pounds,  Proclamation  Money,  for  so  much  advanced 
by  him  to  pay  for  work  done  on  the  Guns,  Carriages,  and 
for  Horse-hire,  and  otiier  services  to  flirther  the  expedition 
against  die  Insurgents,  as  appears  by  the  Netvbern  District 
Committee;  that  eitlier  of  the  Treasurers  pay  him  the  same, 
and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  witli  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  JilUiam  Jf^lUams,  with  the 
Martin  and  Bertie  Troops  under  his  command,  do  return 
to  their  respective  Counties  with  the  same,  first  sending  off 
to  Colonel  James,  under  a  sufficient  guard,  such  Ammuni- 
tion as  he  now  has  in  his  possession. 

This  Council,  in  the  warmest  terms,  return  the  gentlemen 
Officers  and  Soldiers  from  the  Counties  of  Martin  and  Ber- 
tie, their  thanks  for  their  readiness  and  spirited  conduct  in 
marching  against  the  enemies  of  their  country. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

Sunday,  March  3,  1776. 

Tlie  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Publick  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them, 
be  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Continental  Treasury  for  any 
sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thousand  Dollars,  towards 
defraying  the  expense  of  the  Troops  on  the  Continental 
establishment  in  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Publick  Records,  of  what  nature 
soever,  in  the  custody  of  the  Secretary,  be  immediately  re- 
moved from  the  Secretary's  Office,  and  that  all  the  Papers 
appertaining  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  or  any  other  person, 
be  immediately  removed,  and  kept  in  some  secure  place,  by 
Mr.  Christopher  Neak,  who  is  hereby  required  to  see  tliis 
necessary  order  carried  into  execution  ;  and  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, to  call  on  the  Colonel  of  the  Militia  for  sufficient  force 
for  that  pifrpose. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Com- 
mittees in  this  Province,  to  remove  the  Publick  Records  oL 
their  resf)ective  Counties,  and  secure  the  same  in  the  hands  dfc 
some  trusty  person,  wherever  the  same  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  persons  suspected  to  be  inimical  to  the  American  lights. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  Congress  shall  be  held  at  the 
Town  of  Halifax,  in  the  County  of  Halifax,  the  2d  day 
of  April  next,  and  that  the  Printer  to  this  Province  give 
notice  of  the  same,  by  printing  and  dispersing  a  number  of 
Handbills,  and  inserting  this  Resolution  in  hb  publick 
(Jazette. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

Monday,  March  4,  1776. 
The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas,  by  sundry  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, the  Provincial  Council  is  authorized  to  permit  ex- 
portation from  this  Province,  under  certain  restrictions,  in 
order  to  procure  in  return  Salt,  Arms,  and  Ammunition. 
And  whereas,  persons  willing  to  adventure,  may,  fix)m  the 
difficulty  of  making  application,  lose  the  opportunity  of  so 
doing: 

Resolved,  That  Archibald  Machine,  Richard  Qvince, 
Sen.,  and  Henry  Toomtr,  for  the  District  of  Wilmington ; 
James  Davis,  Alexander  Gaston,  and  Christopher  Neale, 
for  the  District  oi  Newbem ;  and  John  Smith,  Andrew  Lytle, 
and  Samuel  Dickinson,  for  die  District  of  Edenton,  be  ap- 
pointed Commissioners  to  carry  the  said  Resolution  into 
execution  in  their  respective  Districts,  under  the  Rules,  Re- 
gulations, and  Instructions,  formed  and  laid  down  by  this 
Council. 

Instructions  for  the  Commissioners,  viz : 

That  no  Pork,  Beef,  Flour,  Bacon,  Rice,  or  Peas,  be 
exported,  except  in  return  for  Salt,  Anns,  or  Ammunition, 
actually  imported  into  this  Province. 

That  before  any  person  be  permitted  to  export  any  com- 
modity whatever,  he  enter  into  Bond,  with  good  and  suf- 
ficient security,  in  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  Dollars, 
that  he  will  comply  with  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress  respecting  the  importation  of  Salt,  Arms,  or  Am- 
munition, and  also  take  the  following  Oath  : 

"  You  swear  that  you  will  not  land  the  cargo  shipped  in 
the ,  in  any  part  of  the  worid  prohibited  by  the 


General  Congress,  and  that  you  will  not  export  in  said  Ves- 
sel more  Staves  and  Naval  Stores  than  is  contained  in  the 
Manifest  exhibited,  and  that  you  will,  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power,  invest  the  proceeds  of  said  cargo  in  Salt,  Arms,  and 
Ammunition,  or  either  of  them." 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Freeholders  of  Currituck  County 
may  choose  one  Delegate  in  the  room  and  stead  of  Mr. 
Joshua  Campbell,  deceased. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Colonel  Thomas 
Folk  and  Major  John  Pfifer  to  recruit  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  to  be  formed  into  a  Regiment,  upon  the  Conti- 
nental establishment,  at  the  next  Provincial  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  John  Bryan,  of  Craven  County, 
take  into  his  possession  of  the  Effects  of  Captain  James 
Green,  and  John  Owens,  his  security,  sufficient  to  satisfy 
a  Bond  entered  into  widi  the  Committee  of  Newbem,  and 
retain  the  same  in  his  hands,  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Isaac  Gregory,  Messrs.  Abner 
Harrison  and  Peter  Dauge,  or  any  two  of  them,  do  im- 
mediately take  into  their  possession  all  the  Estate  of  Robert 
Gilmour,  of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  now  in  the  hands 
of  Thomas  Humphries,  and  others,  in  the  Counties  of  Cur- 
rituck, Pasquotank,  and  Perquimans,  and  secure  the  same 
in  the  best  manner  they  can,  until  further  orders. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
into  the  hands  of  Mr.  President,  sixty  Pounds,  Proclama- 
tion Money,  to  pay  Expresses,  and  be  allowed  in  their  ac- 
counts with  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  Henry  Young  be  appointed  First  Major 
of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  for  the  County  of  I\ew-Hano- 
ver,  and  that  John  Dubois  be  appointed  Second  Major  and 
Adjutant  in  the  same  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Salic- 
bury  be  allowed  the  sum  of  five  Pounds  ten  Shillings  for 
Express,  and  for  conveying  a  Tory  Captain  to  South- Caro- 
lina, being  for  money  advanced ;  that  the  Treasurers,  or 
either  of  them,  pay  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  ac- 
counts with  die  publick. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  thanks  of  this  Council  be  given  to 
Colonel  James  Moore,  and  ail  the  brave  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers of  every  denomination,  for  dieir  late  very  important 
services  rendered  their  country,  in  effectually  suppressing 
the  late  daring  and  dangerous  insurrection  of  the  High- 
landers and  Regulators  ;  and  that  this  Resolve  be  published 
in  the  North- Carolina  Gazette. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Robert  Howe  is  justly  entitled 
to  the  most  honourable  testimony  of  the  approbation  of  this 
Council,  for  his  important  services  while  in  the  Colony  of 
f^rginia,  rendered  to  the  common  cause  of  American  liber- 
ty ;  and  that  the  President  transmit  the  warmest  thanks  of 
this  Board,  in  the  fullest  and  most  honourable  terms,  to 
Colonel  Hotve,  and  all  the  brave  Officers  and  Soldiers  un- 
der his  command,  for  their  spirited  conduct,  having  acquit- 
ted themselves  greatly  to  their  honour  and  the  good  of  their 
country. 

The  Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 


Tuesday,  March  5,  1776. 

The  Council  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  John  Bryan  dismiss  the  Militia 
now  in  arms  in  the  Town  of  Newbem,  as  there  appears  to 
be  no  immediate  occasion  for  their  service,  and  that  he  as- 
sure them  they  will  be  paid  for  the  time  they  have  attended. 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regiments 
of  Militia  in  this  Province,  do  immediately  call  a  General 
Muster  of  their  respective  Regiments,  and  cause  every  Of- 
ficer and  Soldier  thereof  to  appear  at  such  muster  complete 
in  Anns,  Ammunition,  and  Accoutrements,  and  certify  the 
same  to  the  next  Provincial  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Hali- 
fax on  the  2d  day  of  April  next,  the  number  of  effective 
Men  in  each  respective  Regiment,  that  are  able  to  turn  out 
in  the  service  of  tlieir  country  on  any  emergency,  the  num- 
ber of  Anns  fit  for  service,  and  the  quantity  of  Ammuni- 
tion in  each  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  who  shall  be  disarmed  by  the 
Town  and  County  Committees,  and  other  suspected  per- 
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sons  who  have  not  taken  up  arms  against  this  Colony,  shall 
be  required  to  take  the  following  Oath,  on  pain  of  imprison- 
ment, viz  : 

"  I  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelist of  Almighty  God,  that  during  the  present  unhappy 
contest  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  I  will  not, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  oppose,  or  take  up  arms  to 
oppose,  the  measures  of  the  Continental  or  Provincial  Con- 
gress, or  any  Trodps  raised  by,  or  acting  under,  the  authority 
of  either ;  nor  will  I  directly,  or  indirectly,  either  personally 
or  by  letter,  counsel,  advise,  or  give  intelligence  to  any  of 
his  Majesty's  Governours,  Generals,  Officere,  Soldiers,  or 
others,  employed  by  land  or  sea,  to  carry  into  execution  and 
enforce  obedience  to  the  several  acts  of  the  British  Legisla- 
ture, deemed  oppressive  to  these  Colonies.  I  will  not,  by 
example,  opinion,  advice,  or  persuasion,  endeavour  to  pre- 
judice the  people,  or  any  of  them,  in  favour  of  Parliamen- 
tary measures,  or  against  those  recommended  by  the  General 
and  Provincial  Congresses,  until  it  shall  please  God  to 
restore  peace  and  good  understanding  to  the  contending 
powers." 

Resolved,  That  either  of  the  Publick  Treasurers  draw 
on  the  Continental  Treasury  for  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  Dollars,  in  favour  of  Samuel  Johnston,  Thomas  Jones, 
and  Thomas  Person,  Esqs.,  for  their  expenses  to  Virginia 
on  the  publick  service,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with 
tlie  publick. 

It  appearing  to  this  Council,  that  Lett  Strange,  master, 
and  John  Strange,  owner,  of  the  Sloop  Kingfisher,  have 
been  guilty  of  importing  certain  British  European  Goods, 
contrary  to  the  Continental  Association, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Lott  Strange  and  John  Strange 
enter  into  Bond  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  to  the 
Committee  of  Perquimans  County,  for  their  future  good 
behaviour,  and  that  they  depart  the  Port  with  their  said 
Vessel  in  ballast,  within  one  month  from  this  day ;  and 
when  the  said  Lott  Strange  and  John  Strange  shall  have 
given  such  Bond,  then  the  said  Committee  is  hereby  directed 
to  deliver  up  the  said  Sloop  Kingfisher,  with  her  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
said  Lott  and  John  Strange. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Richard  Caswell  send,  under  a 
sufficient  guard,  Brigadier-General  Donald  McDonald,  taken 
at  the  battle  of  Moore's  Creek  Bridge,  to  the  Town  of 
Halifax,  and  there  to  have  him  committed  a  close  prisoner 
in  the  Jail  of  the  said  Town,  until  further  orders. 

Farqtmrd  Campbell  was  brought  before  this  Council  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry  Rhodes,  under  a  warrant  from 
Colonel  Moore ;  and  no  sufficient  proof  appearing  against 
the  said  Farquard  Campbell, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  allowed  to  depart  at  this  time,  and 
appear  at  the  Provincial  Congress  the  2d  day  of  April 
next. 

The  sa.id  Farquard  Campbell  then  pei-sonally  promised 
and  undertook  to  appear  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  to 
answer  such  matters  and  things  as  he  should  be  then  and 
tliere  charged  with. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Robert  Rowan  be  empowered 
to  summon  and  enforce  the  attendance  of  such  persons  at 
the  next  Provincial  Congress,  to  be  held  at  Halifax,  on  the 
2d  day  of  April  next,  as  he  shall  think  to  be  material  wit- 
nesses against  Farquard  Campbell,  of  Cumberland  County, 
respecting  a  charge  against  the  said  Farquard  Campbell,  of 
some  conduct  inimical  to  the  cause  oi  America  and  this 
Province,  in  the  late  insurrection  of  the  Highlanders  and 
Regulators. 

Cornelius  Haknett,  President. 

By  order:  James  Green,  Jun.,  CkrJc. 

Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  March  5,  1776. 

The  Tories  and  tools  of  Administration  are  constantly 
crying  out  that  the  Congress  is  aiming  at  independence,  and 
pretend  now  that  they  would  wish  to  see  America  put  into 
the  situation  it  was  in  the  year  1763.  I  say  pretend,  now, 
because  now  they  find  it  impossible  to  bring  America  to  the 
abject  state  of  slavery  they  were  willing  to  reduce  her,  and 
have  no  hopes  of  succeeding  in  their  scheme  of  despotism, 
unless  they  can  take  advantage  of  our  love  of  the  British 
Constitution,  and  attachment  to  Great  Britain,  by  alarming 


us  with  the  thoughts  of  a  separation,  by  raising  a  distrust  in 
the  Congress,  and  fears  of  an  unsettled  and  imperfect  re- 
publick,  or,  at  the  same  time,  by  lulling  us  into  a  state  of 
security,  and  flattering  us  with  an  expectation  of  an  accomo- 
dation. That  the  Ministry  (whatever  Lord  North  may  be 
supposed  to  mean  by  something  he  said  to  that  effect)  do 
not  wish  to  see  us  restored  to  the  situation  we  were  in  1763, 
must  be  evident  from  their  not  embracing  the  offtTs  of  the 
Congress  to  accept  of  those  terms ;  for  if  they  desired  it — 
if  they  preferred  peace  to  war,  and  were  willing  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  effiision  of  the  blood  of  their  fellow-subjects, 
they  would  have  eagerly  embraced  the  petition  of  the  Con- 
gress, and  made  it  the  basis  of  an  honourable  negotiation, 
which  must  speedily  have  brought  about  a  happy  and  last- 
ing reconciliation.  But  the  King,  who  had  early  imbibed 
principles  of  despotism,  and  who  has  found  means  to  make 
himself  absolute,  even  in  England,  by  means  of  a  venal 
Parliament  and  a  servile  army  of  sycophants,  and  who  has 
lately  tasted  the  sweets  (it  was  but  a  taste)  of  an  absolute 
monarch,  in  his  Kingdom  of  Quebeclc,  was  determined  not 
to  admit  it  as  a  basis  of  a  negotiation,  scorning  to  treat  with 
Rebels ;  and  declaring,  from  his  throne,  that  we  meant  but 
to  deceive  and  "  lull  him  into  a  security,  by  professions  of 
attachment  and  loyalty,  whilst  we  were  preparing  for  war." 
And  from  the  King's  speech,  the  world  would  suppose  that 
we  had  so  far  got  the  start  of  him,  in  our  preparations,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  call  in  foreign  troops  to  his  assistance. 
His  Majesty,  does,  it  is  titie,  most  graciously  say,  "  It  may 
not  be  amiss  to  empower  certain  persons  to  pardon  such 
offenders  as  shall  repent  and  turn  from  their  evil  ways." 
But  he  says  nothing  like  what  his  tools  here  have  said  ;  nor 
can  there  be  the  least  foundation  for  the  report,  which  was 
lately  so  industriously  propagated,  viz :  That  several  of  the 
obnoxious  acts  were  repealed,  and  that  Commissioners  were 
on  their  way  to  Philadelphia,  to  treat  with,  the  Congress. 
Whoever  will  read  the  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons,  on 
Lord  North's  motion,  of  November  28th,  and  the  resolve  of 
tlie  Irish  House  of  Commons,  on  Friday,  the  21st  o{  No- 
vember, and  will  also  consider  the  great  preparations  Eng- 
land is  making  for  a  war,  the  arrival  of  men-of-war  with 
transports  here,  and  knows  that  Lord  Duhmore  is  actu- 
ally intrenching  at  Tucker's  Mills,  that  he  is  daily  recruit- 
ing his  army  of  slaves,  that  there  has  lately  been  a  dan- 
gerous commotion  in  North-Carolina,  and  that  the  English 
commander  at  Detroit  has  instigated  some  Indians  to  make 
an  attack  on  our  frontiers,  who  have  actually  scalped  seve-  ' 
ral  people — I  say,  whoever  knows  and  considers  these 
things,  must  see  that  the  story  of  Commissioners,  repeal,  and 
accommodation,  was  intended  but  to  lull  us  into  security,  or 
to  insult  and  mock  us.  It  is  therefore  high  time  to  look  to 
ourselves ;  and  if  we  cannot  enjoy  the  privileges  of  English- 
men, when  connected  with  them,  let  us  instantly  break  off" 
those  fetters  of  affection  which  have  hitherto  bound  us  to 
them ;  and  if  England  calls  in  foreign  assistance,  let  us  fol- 
low the  wisdom  of  her  example,  and  do  so  likewise. 


TALBOT    COUNTY    COMMITTEE    TO    MARYLAND    COimCIL    OF 
SAFETY. 
In  Committee,  Talbot  County,  March  5,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  In  answer  to  a  letter  from  you,  requesting 
our  sentiments  of  a  place  the  most  proper  for  the  Indepen- 
dent Company,  appointed-  by  the  Convention,  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  this  County,  we  beg  leave  to  propose  Oxford, 
which,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  most  convenient  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

We  are,  with  much  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Nicholas  Thomas,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


GEORGE    PLATER   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Sotterly,  March  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  In  obedience  to  die  order  of  the  Congress, 
transmitted  by  you,  I  have  collected  what  gold  I  could  in 
St.  Mary's  County,  and  now  send  it  by  Colonel  Fitzhvgh, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds  one  shil- 
lintr  and  three  pence,  as  noted  below.    You  will  be  pleased 
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to  give  him  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  paper  money 
to  tliat  amount. 

One  hundred  and  sfx  guineas,       -     -     -  £185   lOs^Od. 

Twenty-three  half-guineas,       .     -     -     -  20     2     6 

Five  half-johanne^es,     ------  15     00 

One  two-pistole  piece,  ------  2150 

One  half-pktole, 139 

£224     U.  Srf. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  g^^^^^^  Plater. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COITNCIL    OF    SAFETV   TO    COLONEL    JOHN    HALL. 

[No.  29.]  Annapolis,  March  5,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  hear  that  a  forty-four-gun  man-of-w  ar  and  two 
sloops  are  on  their  way  up  the  bay.  The  city  is  but  weak, 
and  we  judge  it  necessary  to  have  all  the  men  drawn  to 
town  we  can,  for  its  defence.  We  should  be  glad  you  will 
give  directions  to  all  the  companies  and  men  in  your  batta- 
lion, that  can  be  got  ready,  to  repair,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
town.  We  should  be  glad  to  see  you  as  early  in  the  morn- 
ing as  you  can. 

We  are,  fee. 
To  Colonel  John  HaU. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIl,  OF  SAFETY   TO    COLONELS    DORSET  AND 

WEEMS. 
[No.  30.]  Annapolis,  March  5,  1776. — Eight  o'clock  at  night. 

Sir  :  The  Council  of  Safety  have  this  moment  received, 
by  express,  an  account  that  a  large  ship-of-war  and  two 
tenders  were,  this  afternoon,  considerably  above  the  mouth 
of  Patuxent,  and  it  is  supposed  they  are  now  off  Annapo- 
lis. Whether  they  entered  into  our  river  or  to  Baltimore, 
is  not  known.  But  be  their  destination  to  either  place,  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  have  your  battalion  in  readiness  to 
march  at  an  hour's  warning. 
We  are,  he. 


TO  THE  APOLOGIST. 


Philadelphia,  March  5,  1776. 

Sir  :  Every  fresh  opportunity  of  defending  injured  inno- 
cence must  afford  an  uncommon  degree  of  pleasure  to  so 
generous  a  mind  as  that  of  the  Apologist.  Give  me  leave, 
sir,  to  lay  before  you  another  part  of  the  conduct  of  our  As- 
sembly, on  which  to  exercise  your  benevolence.  I  have 
long  lamented  their  great  inattention  to  the  rights  of  their 
constituents ;  but,  lest  I  should  be  esteemed  a  carper,  or  de- 
sirous of  hurting  their  influence  or  utility,  I  kept  it  to  myself 
until  your  appearance.  But  as  the  principles  on  which  you 
form  your  apology  are  new  to  me,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you 
will  be  able  to  remove  any  uneasbess  at  what  I  think  an 
usurpation  of  our  rights,  or  an  ignorance  of  our  rank  in 
society. 

The  whole  period  I  mean  to  lay  before  you  commenced 
with  the  summer  of  the  year  1774,  and  will  end  with  the 
day  on  which  they  shall  relinquish  the  usurped  and  illegal 
claims ;  and  I  charge  all  upon  our  present  Assembly — not 
because  they  began  or  will  end  the  usurpation,  but  because 
they  continue  it,  while  it  is  fully  in  their  j)ower  to  remove  it 
forever. 

I  hold  it  as  a  firm  principle  in  my  politicks,  that  the  pow- 
ers of  legislation  can  only  be  conferred  by  the  society  at 
large,  and  that  freemen  never  '  intrust  their  representatives 
with  the  right  of  transferring  it.  I  also  hold  it  equally  firm, 
that  the  right  of  instructing  lies  with  the  constituents,  and 
them  only;  that  rfie  representatives  are  bound  to  regard  them 
as  the  dictates  of  their  masters,  and  not  left  at  liberty  to  com- 
ply with  or  reject  them,  as  they  may  think  proper.  These 
are  my  data,  and  on  these  I  found  what  I  offer  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

In  the  summer  of  the  year  1774,  Committees  were  fairiy 
chosen  throughout  the  Province,  and  directed  by  their  con- 
stituents to  meet  in  Convention,  and  there  fix  upon  a  mode 
to  have  die  Province  fairiy  and  iblly  represented  in  Con- 
S""^-,  J!"^>'  '"et  accordingly,  and  finally  agreed  that  three 
out  of  their  own  body,  and  four  out  of  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, should  be  Delegates  for  the  Province.    They  furUier 


agreed  to  leave  the  final  nomination  of  the  whole  to  the 
House,  and  oiily  to  recommend  tlie  three  out  of  their  own 
body,  by  name,  little  susptn-ting  that  the  House  would  ever 
set  up  claims  inconsistent  witli  die  desires  of  Uieir  constitu- 
ents. The  Convention  accordingly  recommended  three  out 
of  their  own  body,  at  the  same  time  requesting  that  four  out 
of  the  House  should  be  added  to  them,  the  w  hole  to  receive 
their  nomination  from  die  House ;  but  the  Assembly  not 
only  rejected  the  three  recommended  by  die  Convention, 
but  reflisod  to  admil  the  members  of  the  Convention  to  hear 
their  debates  on  the  occasion  ;  and  publickly  declared,  that 
die  request  of  their  constituents  was  inconsistent  with  their 
privileges,  and  that  they  could  not,  in  duty  to  their  constitu- 
ents, comply  with  their  desires.  This  principle,  dien  avowed 
and  since  acted  upon,  is,  in  my  opinion,  more  destructive  of 
liberty  than  any  claim  of  Great  Britain ;  for  if  representa- 
tives, chosen  by  ourselves  and  clodied  with  our  authority, 
are,  in  consequence,  to  hold  rights  inconsistent  with  ours, 
farewell  to  liberty. 

They  refused  to  nominate  the  men  of  our  choice,  purely 
because  diey  were  our  choice  ;  for  the  very  next  year,  when 
we  ceased  to  hold  them  out  as  our  choice,  they  nominated 
them,  though,  in  so  doing,  they  were  obliged  to  contradict 
every  principle  on  which  they  founded  tiieir  former  refusal. 
They  thereby  convinced  us  that  tiiey  meant  to  hold  prero- 
gatives which  would  be  as  inconsistent  with  our  interest  a% 
they  were  alien  to  the  Constitution.  I  confess  to  you,  sir, 
tiiat  the  freemen  tacitly  betrayed  their  own  cause  in  pennit- 
ting  them  to  do  so.  But  this  by-tiie-bye.  I  hope  it  will 
not  interfere  widi  your  apology. 

Finding  we  were  fairly  asleep,  and  not  to  be  waked  by 
this  conduct,  they  have  adopted  their  last  plan  as  best 
answering  their  purposes ;  for  by  it  tiiey  can  have  such  a 
representation  in  Congress,  and  Committee  of  Safety,  as 
they  choose,  and  all  power  will  finally  be  stolen  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  people.  You,  sir,  I  doubt  not,  are  satisfied  of 
tiiis.  If  you  are  not,  only  converse  an  hour  with  any  mem- 
ber of  our  Committee  of  Inspection,  and  he  will  tell  you 
how  much  authority  is  left  in  their  hands,  tiiough  the  only 
body  legally  chosen  on  the  present  occasion.  Look  around 
you,  and  you  will  see  Delegates  in  Congress,  and  members 
in  our  Committee  of  Safety,  whom  the  free  choice  of  the 
people  would  not  admit  in  our  Committee  of  Inspection, 
not  to  say  into  the  House  of  Assembly.  Thus  the  right  of 
election  is  fairly  lost,  and  we  may  no  longer  complain  of 
attempts  to  tax  us  without  our  consent ;  for  if  matters  con- 
tinue in  their  present  channel,  we  shall  not  only  be  taxed 
without,  but  against  our  consent. 

If  my  memory  serves  me,  a  worthy  member  of  the  then 
Assembly,  on  the  18di  of  June,  1774,  pointed  out  to  the 
freemen  of  this  city,  in  the  clearest  and  strongest  terms,  the 
danger  of  committing  the  choice  of  Delegates  to  the  As- 
sembly. But  the  eloquence  of  another  prevailed ;  and  to 
please  one  man,  we  then  relinquished  a  right  which  will 
never  be  exercised  to  our  advantage  until  we  resume  it. 
Our  Assembly  has  as  good  a  right  to  elect  a  King  for  us  as 
to  appoint  one  man  to  represent  us  in  Congress  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  especially  such  as  is  not  of  their  own  body. 
I  will  boldly  affirm,  tiiat  dicy  cannot  retain  that  privilege 
but  at  die  expense  of  our  liberties.  You  have  apologized, 
I  acknowledge,  for  the  kind  of  instiuctions  given  to  their 
Delegates  in  Congress  ;  but  you  have  passed  over  what  is 
infinitely  more  important — the  right  tiiey  had  to  instruct 
them  at  all. 

You  are  a  pretty  good  hand  at  framing  apologies,  and  I 
assure  you  I  start  matters  which  may  stand  in  need  of  them, 
purely  for  the  good  of  my  country,  and  from  a  desire  to 
establish  our  liberties.  You  will  do  me  the  favour,  there- 
fore, to  offer  a  proper  salve  for  such  proceedings,  as  I  can- 
not think  they  were  bound  by  their  oaths  to  behave  in  this 
manner.  But  if  you  see  tiiese  matters  in  the  light  I  do,  I 
trust  you  will  join  me  in  recommending  to  the  House  to 
adopt  some  plan,  at  the  present  sitting,  whereby  every  per- 
son, who  is  to  be  our  representative  in  any  publick  body, 
may  be  annually  elected,  as  the  members  of  the  House  are, 
by  the  freemen  at  large,  and  thereby  be  brouglit  under  their 
control,  as  they  ought  to  be,  but  at  present  are  not.  This 
measure  would  be  such  an  apology  as  would  effectually  re- 
move all  suspicion  of  danger  or  dangerous  designs.  If  not, 
a  Convention  ought  to  do  it.  To  leave  it  undone  is,  in 
effect,  to  give  up  our  liberties.  The  Censor. 
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PHILADELPHIA  COMMITTEE    TO    THE    SEVERAL  COUNTY  COM- 
MITTEES   OF    PENNSYLVANIA.  5 
Philadelphia,  March  5,  1776. 

The  Committee  for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia 
have  always  been  attentive  to  the  important  duty  enjoined 
upon  them  by  the  resolution  of  the  late  Provincial  Convention, 
to  call  another  Convention  when  they  may  judge  it  neces- 
sary. But  though  many  circumstances  have  occurred  which 
seemed  to  invite  a  general  conference,  yet  the  Committee 
have  been  willing  to  hope  that  security  against  every  im- 
pending evil  would  have  been  procured,  without  subjecting 
the  Province  to  the  trouble  and  expense,  at  this  uncomfort- 
able season  of  the  year,  of  appointing  Deputies,  and  attend- 
ing in  Convention.  They  would  have  been  happy  could 
they  have  found  their  expectation  so  ililly  answered  as  the 
exigence  of  the  times  required.  On  a  review  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  late  sessions  of  Assembly,  from  a  prospect 
of  the  very  vigorous  measures  resolved  upon  by  the  British 
Administration,  which  the  latest  accounts  assure  us  may 
every  day  be  expected  to  take  place ;  alarmed  at  the  appear- 
ance of  intrigue,  by  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  (as 
it  is  given  out)  to  treat  with  the  Colonies,  though  we  have 
reason  to  believe  they  are  invested  only  with  an  insulting 
power  to  pardon,  (perhaps  to  corrupt  and  divide,)  the  Com- 
mittee judged  they  could  not  acquit  themselves  to  their  own 
consciences,  to  you,  and  to  the  American  interest,  had  they 
not  given  the  Province  an  immediate  opportunity  of  a  con- 
ference, in  which  they  might  speak  the  unrestrained  lan- 
guage of  determined  freemen,  and  act  with  that  vigour  which 
has  ever  been  the  characteristick  of  Pennsylvania,  when  free 
fix)m  the  influence  of  partial  counsels.  The  Committee 
were  of  opinion,  at  a  late  meeting,  that  a  Provincial  Con- 
vention ought  to  be  called. 

Among  other  subjects,  which  they  proposed  for  consi- 
deration, tliey  had  the  following  in  view  : 

As  the  opposition  given  to  the  present  measures  arises 
chiefly  fk)m  the  members  representing  the  three  interior 
Counties,  who  constitute  a  majority  of  the  House,  though 
two  of  them  are  inferior  to  several  other  of  the  Counties 
which  have  not  half  their  number  of  members,  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Assembly  might  more  properly  be  said  to  be  the 
proceedings  of  those  three  Counties  than  of  the  Province  in 
general ;  to  concert  means  therefore  of  effecting  a  more  full 
and  equal  Representation,  the  Committee  thought  an  object 
worthy  your  immediate  attention  ;  conducive  to  the  strength 
and  dignity  of  the  House  of  Assembly  ;  and  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  the  safety  of  this  Province  in  particular,  and  the 
United  Colonies  in  general. 

As  the  present  unequal  Representation  is  the  ground  of 
every  other  complaint,  the  Committee  had  this  principally 
in  view.  There  are  others  which  are  attended  with  imme- 
diate danger,  and,  we  thought,  required  immediate  remedy. 
To  name  them  will  be  sufficient : 

Our  Military  Association  labours  under  the  imperfections 
and  injustice  of  the  "  Rules  and  Articles,"  though  almost  a 
year  has  been  employed  in  framing  and  correcting  them. 

The  providing  of  Anns,  Stc,  has  been  first  intrusted,  and 
since  continued,  (notwithstanding  remonstrances,)  to  persons 
who  have  in  some  instances  so  far  neglected  the  duty  as 
that  they  have  it  yet  almost  to  begin. 

The  Military  measures  of  the  Province  are  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  Committee  of  Safety,  many  of  the  members  not 
having  the  authority  of  the  people,  notwithstanding  a  power 
of  so  great  importance  ought  not  to  be  intrusted  to  others 
than  their  immediate  Representatives. 

The  appointment  of  gentlemen  as  Delegates  from  this 
Province  in-  Congress,  who  are  not  of  the  Assembly,  and 
the  instructions  given  to  them,  by  which  they  are  bound  to 
disclose  every,  even  military  movement,  and  are  prevented 
from  the  free  exercise  of  their  judgments  as  the  necessity  of 
the  times  may  require,  appear  unsafe,  as  well  as  dishonour- 
able ;  to  have  a  direct  tendency  to  countenance  the  illiberal 
insinuations  of  our  enemies ;  to  create  jealousies  and  divi- 
sions among  ourselves  ;  and  to  mislead  the  neighbouring  Co- 
lonies into  a  false  opinion  of  the  sense  of  this  Province. 

These,  gentlemen,  are  the  objects  the  Committee  had  in 
view  to  recommend  to  your  attention.  They  also  wished  to 
confer  with  you  on  the  means  of  giving  the  aid  of  the  back 
Counties  to  the  exjMsed  parts  of  this  Province  on  the  navi- 
gable waters,  should  they  be  actually  invaded,  and  their 
trade  suspended,  agreeable  to  your  virtuous  resolution  at  the 


late  Convention.  Tliese  being  provided  for,  we  doubt  not 
the  Province  would  sustain  its  part  in  the  present  unhappy, 
yet  noble  contest,  with  dignity  to  itself,  and  safety  to  the 
whole.  And  we  rely  that  the  united  representation  of  the 
Deputies  of  the  Province  on  tliat  occasion  convened,  or 
such  other  means  as  their  wisdom  might  have  proposed, 
would  have  been  effectual  to  give  full  relief. 

But,  gentlemen,  we  have  further  to  inform  you  that,  after 
having  passed  the  vote  for  holding  a  Convention,  the  Com- 
mittee had  the  pleasure  of  a  conference  with  several  of  the 
meinbers  of  the  House ;  and  they  found,  with  great  satis- 
faction, that  those  gentlemen  indulged  themselves  in  the 
hopes  that  a  full  and  equal  representation  would  be  obtain- 
ed, in  consequence  of  petitions  now  before  the  honourable 
House,  from  several  of  the  Counties,  and  that  tiie  other 
matters  would  be  attended  to.  The  Committee,  therefore, 
have  ordered  us,  their  Committee  of  Correspondence,  not 
to  foi-ward,  for  the  present,  their  letters  for  calling  tlie  Con- 
vention ;  and  have  instructed  us  to  communicate  to  you  the 
foregoing  infonnation ;  and,  also,  that  they  have  prepared 
petitions,  to  be  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  con- 
curring in  the  prayer  for  a  more  equal  representation,  the 
event  of  which  we  wait. 

By  order  of  the  Committee,  and  in  their  behalf,  we  are, 
gendeijien,  your  friends,  &.c. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence. 


PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Chamber,  March  5,  1776. 

Whereas  some  persons  in  this  City,  whose  affluence  ought 
to  set  them  above  the  temptation  of  taking  an  advantage  of 
the  distresses  of  their  fellow-citizens,  have,  within  a  few  days, 
engrossed  great  quantities  of  Salt,  Rum,  Cocoa,  Coffee,  Pep- 
per, Sugar,  and  Molasses,  in  order  to  sell  them  again  at  exor- 
bitant prices,  and  thus  add  to  the  calamities  of  our  country, 
while  it  is  struggling  under  the  oppressions  of  a  bloody  and 
vindictive  Ministry. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  this  Committee  will  most  stea- 
dily oppose  such  base  and  cruel  practices,  and  expose  the 
authors  of  them,  .of  whatever  rank  and  degree  in  life.  For 
which  purpose  the  District  Committees  are  requested  to 
make  immediate  inquiry  into  the  grounds  of  this  complaint, 
and  report  to  this  Committee,  to-morrow  evening,  the  names 
of  those  persons  whom  they  find,  or  have  good  reason  to 
suspect,  of  such  practices,  in  order  that  justice  may  be  done 
to  our  suffering  country,  and  those  persons  meet  with  the 
infamy  and  treatment  they  deserve. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  &;c. 

Peter  Z,  Lloyd,  Secretary, 


GENERAL    LEE    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  and  debated,  March  9,  1776.] 

New-York,  March  .5,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  commands  on  SuTiday  evening,  and 
should  have  answered  them  immediately,  but  waited  for  the 
result  of  an  application  I  had  made  to  Waterbury's  and  Ward's 
Regiments,  requesting  them  to  remain  here  until  they  can  be 
replaced  by  a  certain  number  of  troops  from  Philadelphia 
and  the  Jerseys.  They  have  unanimously  consented  to  stay 
till  the  2.5th  of  this  month,  which  is  a  fortnight  longer 
than  the  term  they  were  inlisted  for.  Before  the  expira- 
tion of  this  time,  I  am  in  hopes  that  some  measures  will  be 
taken  by  the  Congress,  for  throwing  into  the  city,  its  enW- 
rons,  and  Long-Island,  a  force  sufficient  to  dispute  the 
ground  with  any  number  of  troops  we  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect ;  not  that  I  would  imply  that  those  two  Connecticut 
Regiments  remaining  here  would  be  able  to  prevent  the 
landing  and  lodging  themselves  in  the  island,  of  even  five 
battalions  of  the  enemy,  should  they  choose  to  attempt  it, 
but  these  two  regiments  will  enable  us  at  least  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  the  necessary  works.  I  have  ordered  a  re- 
giment from  the  Jerseys,  who  will  be  here,  I  hope,  in  a  few 
days.  I  shall  not,  sir,  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  our  in- 
tended works,  as  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  paying  my  re- 
spects in  person  to  the  Congress  in  a  very  few  days,  for  on 
iliwsday  it  is  my  intention  to  set  out. 

I  am  in  very  little  pain  about  the  execution  of  what  we 
have  concerted,  as  it  is  committed  to  the  hands  of  Lord 
Stirling,  who  shows  much  intelligence  and  activity.    As 
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this  place  will  probably  be  the  scene  of  a  good  deal  of  ac- 
tion, it  would  be  pnideiit  to  add  something;  to  tlieir  present 
stock  of  ainnuinition.  I  find  by  their  returns,  that  there  is 
in  the  whole  Colony,  (that  sent  up  to  Fort  Constitution  in- 
cluded,) five  tons  and  a  half. 

Tlie  numerous  body  of  professed  Tories  in  Long  and 
Staten  Islands,  with  not  a  few  within  the  walls  of  the  city, 
b  a  most  alanning  consideration.    The  measure  adopted  by 
the  Provincial  Conjircss,  of  obliging  them  to  give  bonds  as  a 
security  for  their  gtxxl  behaviour,  can  answer  no  purj)ose 
but  that  of  rendering  them  more  bitter  and  virulent.    The 
first  regiments  of  our  gracious  Sovereign's  cut-throats  which 
anive  here  will  indubitably  cancel  these  bonds.     I  am  well 
assured,  indeed,  that  these  bonds  are  made  a  publick  joke  of 
already  by  the  worthy  gentlemen  who  gave  them.    In  short, 
the  friends  to  liberty  are,  to  a  man,  convinced  that  the  Tories 
will  lake  arms  when  encouraged  by  the  appearance  of  any 
Royal  troops.   The  delicacy  of  our  situation,  and  the  danger- 
ous crisis  of  ailairs,  have  therefore  determined  me  to  take  a 
decisive  step,  which  alone,  according  to  my  judgment,  can 
secure  us.     I  have  offered  a  test,  drawn  up  in  such  terms 
tliat,  refusal  or  consent  to  take  it,  must  be  a  criterion  by 
which  we  may  be  able  to  distinguish  those  whose  swords 
are  whetted  to  plunge  into  the  vitals  of  their  country,  and 
whase  (if  not  drawn  in  defence  of  the  common  rights)  may 
be  expected  to  remain  quietly  in  their  scabbards.    The  first 
I  have  directed  to  be  seized  without  further  ceremony  ;  and 
I  should  think  myself  highly  criminal  in  omitting  so  salutary 
a  step,  before  it  is  too  late.    Perhaps  I  judge  wrong  ;  if  I  do, 
I  must  myself  take  the  shame  of  being  reputed  weak,  rash, 
and  precipitate.     The  intelligence  I  have  received  from  Ge- 
neral WasMngton  will,  at  all  events,  justify  in  some  measure 
my  dispensing  with  fonns. 
I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  „  . 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  tlie 
Continental  Congress. 


GENERAL   LEE   TO   COLONEL    ISAAC    SEARS. 

New-York,  March  5,  1776. 
Sir  :  As  I  have  received  Intelligence  from  the  Command- 
er-in-Chief that  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  very 
soon  at  tliis  place  a  considerable  army  of  the  enemy,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  tliat  I  should  be  in  the  highest  degree  culpable, 
that  I  should  be  responsible  to  God,  my  own  conscience, 
and  to  the  Continent  of  America,  in  suffering,  at  so  danger- 
ous a  crisis,  a  knot  of  professed  foes  to  liberty  and  their 
country  to  remain  any  longer  within  our  own  bosom,  either 
to  turn  openly  against  us  in  anns,  (in  conjunction  with  the 
enemy,)  or  covertly  to  furnish  them  with  intelligence,  and 
carry  on  a  correspondence,  to  the  ruin  of  their  country.  I 
must  desire  tliat  you  will  offer  the  enclosed  Test  to  the  peo- 
ple of  whom  I  send  you  a  list.  Their  refusal  might  be 
considered  an  avowal  of  tlieir  hostile  intentions.  You  are 
therefore  to  secure  their  persons,  and,  without  loss  of  time, 
to  send  them  up,  as  irreclaimable  enemies  to  their  country, 
to  close  custody  in  Connecticut.  Richard  Hulot  is  to  have 
no  conditions  offered  to  him,  but  to  be  secured  without 
ceremony.     I  am,  sir,  yours, 

Charles  Lee,  Major-General 
To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sears,  Deputy  Adjutant-General. 

colonel   NICOLL   to   NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Fort  Constitution,  March  5,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  Tliis  garrison  is  greatly  in  want  of  many 
articles  at  present,  especially  sauce,  beef,  soap,  candles, 
drink,  and  fuel ;  neitlier  have  we  had  any  fresh  provisions 
for  two  mondis  past,  the  want  of  which  is  a  great  discour- 
agement to  the  men,  as  they  work  daily.  We  are  also  in 
want  of  jx)ts,  tramels,  bowls,  and  dishes,  for  the  barracks,  as 
Uiere  are  none  here  but  what  the  Commissioners  claim,  and 
say  they  must  have,  to  carry  to  Pooploop's  Kill.  There 
must  be  a  sufficient  quantity  of  those  necessaries  provided 
and  sent  here  shortly,  or  the  garrison  will  be  in  a  bad  situa- 
tion when  the  Commissioners  call  for  theirs.  I  should  not 
have  troubled  you  with  these  matters,  but  have  wrote  to  Mr. 
Livingston,  according  to  your  directions,  formally  on  that 
head,  and  received  for  answer,  Uiat  Mr.  Phelps,  who  was 


appointed  to  pro\"ide  for  thb  garrison,  would  be  here  in  a 
short  time,  and  make  the  necessary  provision ;  but  he  has 
not  attended  yet,  neither  do  I  know  when  he  will. 

Enclosed  you  have  an  account  delivered  to  me  by  the 
Commissioners,  for  powder,  ball,  and  cartridge-paper,  by 
them  delivered  to  Captahi  Raymond,  previous  to  my  taking 
die  command  here  ;  none  of  which  he  returned.  You  can 
deal  w  ith  him,  for  them,  as  you  think  projier.  Several  of  the 
Minute-men  now  in  gamson  are  destitute  of  guns ;  neither 
are  they  able  to  procure  them,  by  reason  of  their  scarcity, 
and  there  is  a  number  of  good  arms  in  store,  but  the  Com- 
missioners are  not  willing  to  let  them  go  without  orders,  as 
they  were  directed  to  keep  them  safe  in  their  custody.  I 
think  it  would  be  prudent  to  let  the  men  have  anns  and 
accoutrements,  so  as  to  be  properly  equipped,  in  order  that 
tliey  may  be  disciplined  to  the  use  of  them,  provided  the 
commanding  officer  of  any  such  deficient  company  will  give 
his  receipt  for  them,  and  engage  to  return  them,  when  he  is 
discharged  from  this  gairison,  as  good  as  he  received  them. 

I  shall  be  able  in  a  few  days  to  make  a  return  of  the  state 
of  my  regiment,  having  despatched  the  necessary  orders  for 
that  purpose.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  baker  should 
be  fixed  here  uix)n  some  certain  principle,  there  having  been 
no  provision  made  by  the  Commissaiy  for  that  purpose. 
While  Captain  Raymond  commanded,  he  gave  flour  to  a 
baker,  who  returned  an  equal  w  eight  of  bread,  and  allowed 
him  soldier's  pay,  with  all  necessary  attendance ;  which  I 
tliink  is  too  much  wages,  amounting  to  ten  or  twelve  pounds 
per  month.  I  have  partly  agreed  with  the  same  man,  who 
is  a  good  baker,  and  now  out  of  the  service,  for  four  pounds 
per  month,  but  he  requires  to  have  his  wood,  and  people  to 
attend  ujxjn  him,  and  I  do  not  know  what  to  do  about  closing 
the  bargain.  Would  be  glad  of  some  instructions  in  the 
premises,  or  that  a  baker  may  be  otherwise  appointed. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 
servant,  . 

Isaac  JNicoll. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  die  Colony  of 

Neic-York. 


coNNECTicirr  council  of  safety. 

« 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
March  5,  1776,  Present: 

His  Honour  the  Govemour,  Jabcz  Huntington,  Jedediah 
Elderkin,  Joshua  West,  Nathaniel  Wales,  inn.,  and  B. 
Huntington,  Esquires. 

Voted,  An  order  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  on 
the  Pay-Table,  in  favour  of  Captain  Uriah  Haydon.  (Or- 
der given  of  this  date.) 

An  order  was  given  to  Colonel  Sears  to  forward  three 
tons  of  Iron  to  Captain  Benjamin  Williams,  or  Captain 
Hayden,  at  Saybrook. 

An  order  was  this  day  given  to  Jonathan  Fitch,  Esq.,  to 
furnish  Provisions  for  die  Brig  Defence  for  a  cruise  of  nine 
weeks. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
March  14,  1776,  Present : 
_  His  Honour  the  Govemour,  Eliphakt  Dyer,  Jabez  Hun- 
tington, William  Williams,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  Joshua 
West,^  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jun.,  and  Benjamin  Huntington, 
Esquires. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  John  Mc  Cleave,  of  New-Haven,  be» 
and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  of  die  Brio- 
Defence,  instead  of  Lieutenant  Hopkins,  resigned. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Joseph  Thompson  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  as  a  Lieutenant,  to  inlist  thirty  Men  to 
carry  on  and  finish  die  Works  begun  at  Black-Rock,  in 
New-Haven,  and  to  serve  as  troops  under  command  of  said 
Thompson  at  said  Works,  or  wJiere  they  shall  be  ordered  in 
defence  of  diis  Colony,  until  further  orders.  Said  Lieute- 
nant Thompson  to  appomt  two  Sergeants  to  assist  him  in 
said  sen'ice. 

Whereas,  the  Treasurer  of  diis  Colony  is  doubtful  con- 
cerning his  duty  to  receive  the  Continental  Bills  into  the 
Treasury  in  discharge  of  publick  Taxes,  laid  by  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  to  be  paid  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this 
Colony,  or  silver  or  gold ;  and  diereon  he  hath  made  appli- 
cauon  to  the  Govemour  and  his  Committee,  appointed  to 
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assist  him  in  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  their 
advice.  And,  whereas,  it  is  necessary  to  support  the  union 
of  the  Colonies,  and  the  free  circulation  anjl  credit  of  Conti- 
nental Bills,  that  they  be  received  in  all  payments.  There- 
upon it  is. 

Resolved,  (By  the  Govemour  and  his  Council  aforesaid,) 
That  it  is  their  clear  and  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  Trea- 
surer take  and  receive  the  Continental  Bills,  so  called,  in  all 
payments  in  the  Treasur)^,  and  that  he  notify  the  same  in 
the  publick  newspapers,  that  the  Constables  and  Collectors 
of  Taxes  in  this  Colony  may  conform  themselves  accord- 
ingly. 

Voted  unanimously. 

Orders  made  for  Captain  Edward  Mott  to  repair  with 
his  Company  to  his  station  at  Groton,  and  advise  the  Gover- 
nour,  from  time  to  time,  of  his  situation  and  proceed- 
mgs,  &.C. 

Voted,  That  Eliphdet  Dyer  and  William  Williams, 
Esqs.,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Philadelphia, 
and  apply  to  Continental  Congress  for  a  remittance  of  Con- 
tinental Bills  due  this  Colony,  and  bring  forward  the  sum  re- 
ceived. To  inform  of  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  our 
two  Regiments  sent  to  New-Yorlc,  and  receive  directions 
concerning  them.  To  ask  the  loan  of  Cannon  from  New- 
York  ;  and  also  desire  the  Colonels  of  the  two  Connecticut 
Regiments  to  remain  there  until  further  instructions.  And 
to  confer  with  our  Delegates  and  others,  on  the  matters 
relative  to  the  state  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  the  things 
needful  for  our  defence  and  security,  and  to  follow  such 
instructions  as  are  given  them ;  and  make  report  accord- 
ingly. 

Voted,  That  Jabez  Huntington  and  Benjamin  Hun- 
tington, Esqs.,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  the  best 
advice  they  think  proper  concerning  the  mode  of  rigging 
the  Row-Galley  now  building  by  Captain  Lester,  and 
order  said  Galley  to  be  rigged  accordingly. 

And  dismissed  till  next  Tuesday. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
March  18,  1776,  Present: 

His  Honour  the  Govemour,  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Jabez  Hun- 
tington, William  Williams,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jedediah  El- 
derJcin,  Joshua  West,  and  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Called  by  special  order  of  the  Govemour  on  receiving 
advice  from  General  Washington,  that  the  Troops  were  with- 
drawing from  Boston,  and  bound,  as  he  supposes,  to  New- 
York,  and  entreating  that  two  thousand  men  from  the 
frontiers  of  this  Colony  may  be  forthwith  thrown  into  New- 
York,  till  he  can  march  his  Army  there. 

Samuel  Bryant  and  Zebulon  White  were  present,  who 
had  been  sent  for  near  Middleborough,  Stc,  as  Cannon 
Founder  and  Moulder,  &.c.  The  first  demands  two  Dol- 
lars, and  the  other  one  and  one-third  Dollar  per  day,  and  to 
be  supported.  And  having  great  necessity  of  them,  and 
they  affinning  that  they  have  had,  and  are  offered  the  same 
near  home,  it  is,  therefore,  and  on  that  ground,  agreed  to 
allow  them  that  pay  and  support.  But  it  is  agreed  and 
understood,  that  if  said  Bryant  does  not  succeed,  he  is  to 
have  no  other  allowance  than  his  support.  And  they  are 
desired  and  sent  forward  to  Salisbury  for  the  purpose  of 
pursuing  the  business  of  making  Cannon,  he. 

It  is  Voted,  That  Colonel  Joshua  Porter  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  chief  Provider  and  Overseer  of  the  works 
at  the  Furnace  in  Salisbury,  and  to  do  whatever  shall  be 
needful  and  proper  to  promote  the  publick  service  at  that 
place,  observing  such  orders  as  shall  be  given  to  him  from 
time  to  time  by  his  Honour  the  Govemour  and  this  Council, 
or  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  and  keep  proper 
accounts,  to  be  rendered  when  required.  (And  this  sent 
in  a  Letter  to  said  Porter  by  said  workmen.) 

In  consequence  of  a  Letter  from  General  Washington  to 
his  Honour,  of  the  14th  instant,  informing  that  the  enemy 
have  embarked  their  Troops,  and  are  now  making  a  shame- 
ful retreat  from  Boston,  and  destined,  in  all  probability,  to 
New-York,  a  place,  as  he  says,  of  infinite  importance, 
both  to  them  and  us,  and  that  much  depends  upon  the 
priority  of  possession ;  and  therefore  entreating  us  imme- 
diately to  throw  two  thousand  men  into  that  City,  from  the 


fiDntiers  of  this  Colony,  to  maintain  the  place  till  he  can 
arrive  there  with  the  Amiy  under  his  command. 

It   is,   on   consideration.    Voted  and   Resolved,  as   the 
unanimous  opinion  of  this  Board,  That  the  emergency  of 
the  present  case  is  fully  within  the  meaning  and  provision 
of  the  law  of  this  Colony  providing   for  tlie  relief  and" 
succour  of  any  towns  or  places  attacked  by  the  enemy,  or 
m  danger  thereof.     And  that  the  present  is  a  very  impor- 
tant case,  and  may  in  its  consequences  determine  the  fate 
of  America.     And  that  therefore  his  Honour  the  GoveV 
nour  be  advised,  and  he  is   advised,  to  give   immediate 
orders  to  the  Colonels  or  "present  commanding  Officers  of 
the  Fourth,  Ninth,  Sixteenth,  Second,  Seventh,  Tenth,  and 
Twenty-Third  Regiments  of  Militia,  forthwith  to  assemble 
their  respective  Regiments  in  whole  or  in  parts,  as  they 
shall  judge  most  proper,  and  unless  a  suitable  proportion,  as 
hereafter  mentioned,  shall  freely  and  forthwith  voluntarily, 
^as  is  hoped  they  will,)  offer  themselves,  that  they  imme^ 
diately  detach  the  following  numbers  of  able-bodied  men 
from  their  respective  Regiments,  viz:   From  the  Fourth 
Regiment,  three  hundred  and  sixty ;  fix)m  the  Ninth,  three 
hundced  and  sixty,  and  from  the  Sixteenth,  one  hundred 
and  eighty  men,  inclusive  of  Officers,  or  very  nearly,  and 
not  exceeding  those  numbers,  to  be  formed  into  one  Regi- 
ment or  Battalion,  to  consist  of  ten  Companies  of  ninety 
men  each,  including  Officers,  and  to  be  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  G.  SeUick  Silliman,  Lieutenant-Colonel  John 
Mead,  and  Major  John  Chandler,  and  under  such  Captains 
and  other  Officers  in  the  present  Militia,  or  that  have  been 
•  lately  in  service,  as  the  Field-Officers  in  the  several  Regi- 
ments from  which  they  may  be  taken  or  drafted  shall  ap- 
point or  agree  to.     And  that  from  the  Second  Regiment, 
two  hundred  and  seventy ;  from  the  Seventh,  three  hundred 
and  sixty;  from  the  Tenth,  one  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
from  the  Twenty-Third,  ninety  men,  including  Officers, 
or  very  nearly,  but  not  exceeding  that  number,  to  be  formed 
into  one  Regiment  or  Battalion,  to  consist  of  ten  Compa- 
nies of  ninety  men  each,  including  Officers,  and  to  be 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Matthew  Talcott,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Jabez  Thompson,  and  Major  Silvanus  Graves, 
and  such  Captains  and  other  Officers  as  aforesaid,  as  the 
Field-Officers  in  the  several  Regiments  fixim  which  they 
may  be  taken  or  drafted,  shall  appoint  or  agree  to:  and 
that  said  Regiments  forthwith  march,  or  repair  by  land  or 
water  to  ]Siew-York,  to  be  under  the  command  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  there,  to  assist  in  securing  and  main- 
taining that  place  until  General  Washington  can  arrive  there 
with  the  Army  under  his  command,  and  they  be  properly 
dismissed,  which  may  be  soon  expected.     And  while  in 
service  they  to  be  entided  to  the  same  wages,  fcc,  as  the 
other  Troops  in  the  New-England  Colonies  are  entitled  to. 
Jonathan  Fitch,  Esq.,  and  Captain  Samuel  Squire,  are 
appointed  to  make  proper  provision  for  the  march  and 
transportation  of  the  Troops  now  ordered  to  Neio-  York,  by 
land  or  water,  as  shall  be  found  best,  and  for  their  subsist- 
ence on  their  march  or  passage,  if  need  be,  keeping  clear 
accounts  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1776. 

Met  again  by  adjournment  fk)m  yesterday. 

Present:  the  same  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Wales,  ill 
with  the  gout ;  and  P.  M.,  added,  his  Honour  the  Deputy- 
Govemour. 

Mr.  Babcock,  of  New-Haven,  came  in,  &c.,  and  moved 
sundry  things ;  among  others,  put  in  a  Memorial  praying 
liberty  to  erect  a  Powder-Mill,  in  behalf  of  JeremiaA  Atwa- 
ter,  Isaac  Boolittle,  David  Austin,  and  himself,  and  pro- 
mising immediately  to  set  about  and  finish  it  for  the  purpose 
of  manufacturing  Gunpowder.  And  on  consideration  is 
granted  to  be  erected  at  New-Haven,  with  condition  and 
expectation  that  the  matter  be  pursued  and  perfected  with 
all  possible  despatch. 

(Copy  of  substance  gave  Mr.  Doolittle,  May  2,  1776.) 

And  the  time  very  busily  spent  in  preparing  Orders,  Let- 
ters, &tc.,  to  the  Colonels  of  the  seven  Regiments  before 
mentioned,  from  whom  men  were  yesterday  directed  to 
be  drafted  for  the  New-York  expedition,  &tc. ;  and  many 
preparations  to  set  forward  that  affair,  till  about  four 
o'clock,  P.  M. 
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Thoso  things  wore  despatched  by  Mr.  Lane,  of  KilUn^sr- 
U'orth,  \\  ilh  orders  to  carry  and  send  and  deliver  to  wlioni 

directed,  &ic.  „r.„.  , 

The  matter  of  Colonel  Dyer  and  Colonel  mUiams,  the 
expediency  of  their  going  to  Philadelphia,  he,  taken  up, 
and  a'-ain  discoursed  largely :  The  Deputy-Go vernour  not 
present  before,  heartily  approves  it,  and  all  present  remain 
of  the  same  opinion,  &.c.  Colonel  Doolittk  objects,  &c., 
and  I  am  not  willing,  &.c.  And  considered  and  advised 
that  the  Governour  will  please  to  projxjse  proper  instruc- 
tions, &.C.,  and  lay  them  before  the  next  meeting,  he. 

Mr.  M^aters,  one  of  the  Engineers,  came  in,  and  dis- 
coursed about  the  matter  of  the  Fortifications  at  Ncw-Lorv- 
don,  &:c.,  and  urges  to  be  excused  from  that  service,  fixjin 
an  apprehension  that  Colonel  Mott  and  he  should  not  agree, 
&c.,  &tc.;  but  are  not  willing  to  release  him,  but  advise  that 
he  go  down  directly,  and  assist  in  the  best  manner,  &c., 

Adjourned  till  Friday  next. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Si^fety, 
Friday,  March  il%  1776,  by  adjom-nment  from  Tuesday; 

Present:  ,        x^  r-. 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  Hon.  Deputy-Govemour 
GriswoU,  Jabez  Huntington,  Esq.,  miliarn  Williams,  Je- 
dediah  Elderkin,  Joshua  West,  and  Benjamin  Huntington, 
Esquires. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Talcott,  who  is  ordered  to  New- 
YorTc,  &tc.,  showing  his  insuperable  difficulties  respecting 
Guns,  and  want  of  marching  money,  &ic. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Hosmer  furnish  Colonel  Talcott,  for  the 
use  of  his  Regiment,  with  such  number  of  Guns  and  Bayo- 
nets, which  he  had  procured  for  the  Colony,  as  shall  be 
found  indispensably  necessary  for  them,  being  bound  in  an 
expedition  to  iVew-Forfc,  to  assist  in  defending  that  place 
until  General  Washington  can  arrive.  Sic;  and  a  Letter  sent 
him,  enclosing  the  above,  &.c.,  informing  that  Colonel  Fitch 
is  ordered  to  provide  for  the  march  or  passage,  and  if  money 
is  necessary,  to  advance  or  bonx)w,  as  there  is  none  in  the 
Treasury,  &;c. 

Allowed  an  Account  of  Sims  Edgerton,  Jail-keeper  at 
Norwich,  for  keeping  Dr.  Church. 
From  24th  November  to  22d  March,  is  seven- 


teen weeks,  at  eight  Shillings, 


£6  16  0 


Seven  and  a  half  loads  of  Wood,  at  six  Sliil- 
lings,       ----------- 

Guarding  the  Jail  forty-seven  days,  at  three 
Shillings,      ----------         7 

Providing,  paying,  and  findmg  two  Sentries, 

forty-seven  nights,  at  six  Shillings,    -     -     -       14     2  0 

£30    4  0 


2     5  0 


1  0 


Allowed  an  Account  of  Seth  Miner,  for  building  a  Yard 
and  Pickets  about  Norwich  Jail,  to  secure  Dr.  Church,  ac- 
cording to  the  order  of  Congress,  Sic,  amounting  to  nine- 
teen Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  ten  Pence.  (An  Order 
given  for  both.) 

Voted,  That  his  Honour  the  Governour  be  desired  to  di- 
rect the  Sheriff  of  New-London  County,  not  to  suffer  Dr. 
>  Church  to  go  abroad,  nor  out  of  close  prison,  more  than 
once  in  each  week,  and  that  with  the  Sheriffs  own  personal 
attendance,  until  further  orders. 

Voted,  That  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  WiUiams,  Es- 
quires, be  a  Committee  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to 
move  the  Convention  of  the  Colony  of  A'eitv  York,  or,  in 
their  absence,  the  Committee  or  Council  of  Safety,  for  the 
loan  of  such  a  number  and  size  of  Cannon  as  they  can 
spare  without  detriiTient ;  to  urge  the  necessity  of  such  a 
measure,  and  to  secure  the  return  of  the  value  thereof  in 
behalf  of  this  Colony;  when  obtained,  forthwith  to  forward 
tliem,  and  make  report  to  the  Governour  and  Council  of 
Safety  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  IVilliam  HWams,  Es- 

? aires,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Commander-in- 
!hief  at  New-York,  concerning  the  necessity  of  the  two 
Connecticut  Battalions,  under  command  of  Colonels  Water- 
bury  and  Ward,  continuing  in  service,  and  also  of  the  two 


Militia  Regiments  lately  ordered,  and  concert  proper  mea- 
sures relative  to  both ;  and  to  consult  the  two  Colonels 
named  in  the  circumstances  of  their  respective  Regiments ; 
to  direct  and  order  them,  if  need  be,  to  continue  in  the  ser- 
vice till  advice  can  be  received  from  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  conform  themselves  to  such  ordei-s  as  shall  be 
received  ;  otherwise  to  order  them  as  emergency  do  require, 
as  well  as  the  two  Militia  Battalions  ;  and  report  to  the  Go- 
vernour and  Council  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams,  Es- 
quires, be  a  Committee  to  repair  lo  Philadelphia,  to  apply 
to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  for  a  remittance  of 
Continental  Bills  for  this  Colony;  to  give  their  receipts,  and 
forward  and  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  tlie  sum 
received  on  its  behalf;  to  urge  the  necessity  and  expediency 
of  such  a  supply;  to  inforin  of  the  state  and  number  of  the 
Continental  Battalions  in  Continental  service,  and  especially 
of  those  lately  sent  to  New-York;  also,  to  show  the  num- 
ber and  circumstances,  and  ask  directions  concerning  the 
Prisoners  of  various  denominations  in  this  Colony,  and  make 
report  to  the  Governour  and  Council  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams,  Es- 
quires, be  a  Committee  to  repair  to  Philadelphia,  to  confer 
witli  our  Delegates,  and  others,  relative  to  the  present  state 
of  the  United  Colonies  ;  on  the  things  needful  for  our  de- 
fence and  safety;  on  the  subject  and  on  the  maniuaof  treat- 
ment of  the  Commissioners  sent  from  Great  Britain ;  and 
to  inform  what  they  find  relative  to  and  necessary  for  the 
safety  and  security  of  New-  York,  and  places  adjacent ;  and 
make  report  to  the  Governour  and  Council  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams,  Es- 
quires, be  directed  to  purchase,  at  Neiv-York  or  Phih- 
delphia,  sufficient  quantity  of  Rigging  for  the  Colony  Ship 
now  building,  or  procure  Hemp  sufficient  to  make  the  same, 
as  shall  appear  most  advantageous  for  this  Colony,  and  for- 
ward the  same,  if  in  Hemp,  to  Mr.  Ja7nes  Tilky,  at  New- 
London — if  in  Rigging,  to  Captain  Uriah  Hayden,  at  Say- 
brook — and  give  as  eariy  advice  as  possible  of  their  pro 
ceedings  thereon. 

Voted,  That  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams,  Es- 
quires, make  use  of  so  much  of  the  Colony's  Money,  that 
they  shall  receive  at  Philadelphia,  as  to  pay  for  the  Rig- 
ging or  Hemp  which  they  are  ordered  to  purchase  for  the 
Colony  Ship  ;  and,  also,  pay  what  is  due  to  Colonel  Isaac 
Sears,  for  sundries  he  purchased  for  this  Colony;  take  re- 
ceipts for  what  they  pay,  and  lodge  the  same  w  ith  the  Pay- 
Table,  and  take  their  order  on  the  Treasurer,  to  answer  so 
far  as  tliey  pay,  in  lieu  of  lodg'mg  the  money. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  David  TrumhiU,  as  soon  as  possible 
he  can,  forward  what  Colony  Arms  he  has  in  hands  to  Mr. 
Joshua  Huntington,  in  Norwich,  to  be  by  him  forw  arded 
to  New-London,  to  Captain  John  Ely,  now  stationed  there 
in  the  Colony  service,  and  take  a  proper  receipt  accord- 
ingly; and,  also,  that  Colonel  Williaim,  in  like  manner,  de- 
liver five  Colony  Arms  now  in  his  hands. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Huntington  is  desired  to  procure 
four  Hand-Carts  to  be  made,  for  the  use  of  the  Colony 
Works  at  New-London. 

Voted,  That  John  Mills  is  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the 
Troops  employed  for  defence  at  the  Fortifications  at  Fair- 
field. 

Voted,  That  Samuel  Smedley  is  ap))ointed  Lieutenant  of 
Marines  on  board  the  Brig  Defence,  belonging  to  this  Co- 
lony. 

Voted,  That  the  number  of  Men  lately  ordered  for 
Guards,  and  building  Battery  at  JS'ew-Haven,  be  augmenf? 
ed  ;  that,  instead  of  thirty,  there  be  allowed  fifty;  that  Cap- 
tain Joseph  Thompson,  in  the  former  vote  appointed  a 
Lieutenant,  be  a  Captain  of  said  fifty  Men,  w  ith  liberty  of 
one  Lieutenant  for  said  Company,  to  be  nominated  and 
appointed  by  Colonels  Dyer  and  Williams  on  their  way  to 
Philadelphia  next  week. 

Voted,  That  the  Guns,  Barrels,  and  Gun-Locks,  lately 
imported  into  New-Haven  by  Colonel  Sears,  be  purchased 
(if  suitable,  and  to  be  reasonably  had)  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony;  and  that  Colonel  Dyer  and  Colonel  Williams, 
going  that  way,  be  desired  to  inquire,  and  make  the  pur- 
chase if  tliey  think  advisable. 
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At  a  meeting,  &,c.,  Saturday,  March  23,  1776,  Present : 

His  Honour  the  Govemour,  Honourable  Dejjuty-Gover- 
nour.  Colonel  Jabez  Huntington,  William  Williams,  Jede- 
diah  Elderliin,  and  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquii-es. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Thcophilus  Stanton,  of  Stonington, 
be,  and  he  is,  appointed  Captain  of  the  Row-Galley  build- 
ing at  Norwich. 

Voted,  That  the  Men  raised,  inlisted,  and  stationed  on 
the  Sea-Coasts  of  this  Colony  for  defence,  through  the  en- 
suing season,  who  shall  find  and  equip  themselves  with  good 
and  sufficient  Fire-Anns  and  Accoutrements,  causing  them 
to  be  appraised,  shall  be  allowed  three  Shillings  for  the  use 
of  each  Gun  ;  and,  if  lost,  spoiled,  or  damaged  in  the  ser- 
vice, by  inevitable  Providence,  the  owner  to  be  paid  the 
value  of  such  loss  or  damage  sustained. 

Voted,  That  his  Honour  be  desired  to  direct  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Lead-Mine  at  Middletown,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  forward  one  ton  of  said  Lead  to  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Shaw,  of  Neta-London,  for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  as  the 
Governour  shall  order. 

Voted,  That  Elijah  Backus,  Esq.,  be  employed  and  de- 
sired, as.  soon  as  may  be,  to  work  and  manufacture  two 
Ship-Anchors,  of  twelve  hundred  weight  each,  for  the  use 
pf  the  Colony. 

Voted,  That  the  Row-Galley  building  at  New-Haven 
be  called  the  fHiiting.  And  sundry  Letters  prepared. 
Copies,  he.     And  dismissed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
at  Norwich,  March  27,  1776,  Present : 

His  Honour  the  Governour,  his  'Honour  the  Deputy- 
Govemour,  Jabez  Huntington,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  and 
Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Ordered  Mr.  James  Tilley  to  purchase  what  Rope- 
Yarns  he  could  of  Mr.  Evan  Malhone,  and  what  Yams 
will  be  needful  to  furnish  the  Colony  Ship  with  Cordage 
for  Rigging,  and  manufacture  the  same  at  the  cheapest  rate 
that  he  can. 


CALVERT  COUNTY  (maRYLANd)  COMMrTTF.E. 

At  Mr.  Thomas  Cleverly  Dare's,  on  the  Cliffs,  5 
Calvert  County,  March  6,  1776.      5 

Whereas  a  Man-of-War,  supposed  to  be  of  twenty  gims, 
or  upwards,  and  two  Tenders — one  a  Sloop,  the  other  a 
Schooner — both  anned  vessels,  have  anchored  off"  this  shore 
yesterday  afternoon,  (the  Man-of-Wai-  about  six  miles  off, 
the  Tenders  close  in  shore,  within  one  mile,)  with  design, 
as  is  suspected,  that  is  inimical  to  this  neighbourhood, 
having  taken  a  New-England  Vessel  yesterday  noon  at  the 
moiith  of  the  River.  The  Committee  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen,  viz :  Colonel  Benjamin  Mackall,  Major 
James  Ullkinson,  Messrs.  Samml  Hance,  Edward  Rey- 
nolds, Walter  Smith,  Kenzy  Johns,  Dr.  James  Gray,  Dr. 
E.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  James  Heighe.  Mr.  Hance  in  the 
Ciiair ;  E.  Johnson,  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  at  this  time  of  imminent  diuiger  the  Colo- 
nel of  this  County  be  empowered,  and  he  is  hereby  empow- 
ered, to  station  any  number  of  the  Militia  of  this  County  as 
he  shall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  one  himdi'ed  men,  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  said  Vessels,  and  to  repel  any  force 
from  them  ;  and  to  empower  the- commanding  officer,  or  offi- 
cers, of  the  said  guard  to  contract  with  any  person  or  per- 
sons to  supply  with  provisions  the  said  guard. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  inform  the  honourable  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  these  proceedings,  by  post  or  express, 
directly,  for  their  orders  herein. 

Signed  by  order:  E.  Johnson,  Clerk  pro  tern. 

To  the  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 


C.    DUG.USr   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  March  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Your  favour  is  now  before  me,  desiring 
my  baking  the  remainder  of  your  flour  as  quick  as  possible, 
which  I  am  not  able  to  do,  on  account  of  the  low  price  you 
have  allowed.  This  last  three  months  we  have  sunk  con- 
siderable money  in  baking  for  you,  owing  to  the  great  ad- 
vance in  the  price  of  wood,  wages,  provisions,  &;c. ;  that  we 
have  been  obliged  to  make  an  entire  stop  of  baking  your 
flour  in  my  hands,  which  we  are  sorry  for.  At  the  time  I 
began  to  bake  for  you,  wood  was  bought  from  eight  shillings 
to  ten  shillings  per  cord,  and  most  other  articles  in  propor- 
tion. We  have  been  obliged  all  this  winter  to  give  from 
twenty  shillings  to  thirty  shillings  for  wood,  and  much  such 
prices  for  everything  else.  However,  the  bearer,  Mr.  Hol- 
lingsivorth,  can  inform  you  better  than  I  can  of  the  rise  of 
almost  every  necessary  of  life,  and  the  impossibility  of  baking 
now  for  you  at  three  shillings  per  hundred.  I  imagine  we 
have  got  baked,  of  your  flour,  about  one  thousand  ban-els, 
and  have  yet  on  hand  about  four  or  five  hundred  barrels, 
yet  unbaked,  which  I  wish  was  baked,  as  it  is  growing  very 
bad. 

I  have  a  brig  lying  in  Boston,  New-England,  that  will 
cany  about  twelve  hundred  barrels  of  flour ;  a  fine  vessel, 
and  well  found;  have  a  good  man  as  master  for  her, 
that  can  be  much  depended  on  as  to  conduct  and  attach- 
ment to  our  cause.  I  would  propose  either  selling  her,  or 
chattering  to  you ;  which,  if  we  could  agree,  would  have 
her  ordered  ix)und  immediately ;  and,  as  site  is  a  stnall  ves- 
sel, and  counted  a  very  fast  sailer,  do  think  we  could  get 
her  round  with  considerable  safety;  for,  if  the  King's  ships 
were  in  our  bay,  of  which  she  could  hear  at  the  Capes, 
must  then  go  into  Chincoteague,  Sinepuxent,  or  some  other 
inlet  diere. 

You  will  please  take  this  into  your  consideration,  and 
give  me  an  answ  er  in  two  or  three  days,  when  I  expect  to 
be  with  you  in  Annapolis  for  that  purpose ;  as,  also,  to  see 
what  is  to  be  done  with  the  rest  of  your  flour  in  my  hands. 
And  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

CuMBD.    DUGAN. 

To  tlie  Honourable  die  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
FotniTH  Series. — Vol.  v.  6 


JOSHUA   BEALL    to    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

March  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  agreed  with  iVilliam  Thomas  to  act 
as  Adjutant  to  the  Twenty-Fifth  Battalion  of  Militia,  If  a 
commission  is  to  be  filled  up  for  him,  please  to  enclose  it  to 
me.  I  have  not  yet  heard  that  any  persons  are  commis- 
sioned as  Majors  to  this  battalion.  Captain  Andrew  Beall, 
it  seems,  hits  applied  for  one,  and,  I  am  told,  is  so  sure  of 
getting  a  Majority,  that  he  has  tjuit  the  command  of  his 
company  as  Captain.  We  have  had  great  confttsion  about 
the  appointment  of  Fiold-Oificers  already.  I  ordered  a 
meeting  of  officers  yesterday,  many  of  whom  attended,  and 
find,  by  them,  thaxAndreiv  Beall  would  be  a  person  very 
disagreeable,  both  to  themselves  and  companies.  Some  of 
the  officers  declare  they  will  not  be  commanded  by  him, 
and  seemed  desiiwus  that  I  should  recommend  gentlemen 
for  Majors.  This  might  be  giving  offence  to  many,  as  I  at 
this  time  do  not  know  who  would  be  most  proper  persons 
for  that  post.  I  can  only  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  Tho- 
mas Williams  and  Richard  Hall,  who  were  the  choice  of 
the  majority  of  the  officers  heretofore,  would  be  the  most 
likely  to  give  satisfaction  to  die  officers  and  men  in  general. 

I  am,  gentlemer>,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Joshua  Beall. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


ROBERT  TAYLOR  TO  JOHN  HALL. 

Sir  :  As  the  Council  of  Safety  seem  to  be  at  a  loss  who 
to  appoint  as  Majors  to  our  battalion,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
of  recommending  two  gentlemen  to  your  notice,  viz :  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Snowden  and  Lieutenant  Walter  Bowie ;  they 
are  both  very  wortliy,  and  I  am  sure  will  give  general  satis- 
faction. It  is  said  our  Quartermaster,  Mr.  Wootton,  will 
be  advanced ;  if  he  should,  Mr.  J.  Magruder  would  be 
exceeding  proud  to  succeed  him  in  that  business.  I  have 
nothing  to  add,  only  that  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  ser- 

^'^"*'  Robert  Taylor. 

To  John  Hall,  Esq 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF     SAFETY    TO    COMMITTEES    IN    FRE- 
DERICK   COUNTY. 
[No.  31.]  Annapolis,  March  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  You  heretofore  received  fi-om  the  Council 
of  Safety  an  order  to  collect  all  the  jHiblick  arms  in  your 
District,  and  return  a  state  thereof.  The  publick  ser\ice 
now  requires  that  they  should  be  sent  down  to  Annapolis 
as  soon  as  possible.  We,  therefore,  request  you  to  send 
whatever  publick  arms  may  be  in  your  custody,  or  power, 
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to  us  in  Annapolis,  by  Captain  Strieker's  Company,  or 
under  a  guard;  and  whatever  expense  may  be  incurred 
shall  be  mlly  reimbursed. 

We  are,  &cc. 
To  the  Committees  of  Observation  for  the  several  Districts 

of  Frederick  County. 

PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS   TO    GENERAL.   WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  6,  1776. 

Sir:  Since  my  last,  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  letters  of  the  24th  and  30th  of  Janmry,  9th,  14th, 
18tli,  21st,  aiid  26th  of  i^efrrtwry,  which  were  communi- 
cated to  Congress.  On  the  settlements  and  adjustments  of 
accounts,  the  Congress  have  not  yet  come  to  any  determi- 
nation ;  nor  have  they  yet  had  time  to  contrive  expedients 
for  remedying  the  inconveniences  mentioned  in  that  of  the 
9th,  which  is  refera-d  to,  and  will  be  taken  up,  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  Congress  highly  approve  your  care  and  attention  in 
stopping  Lord  Drummond's  letter,  and  entirely  concur  with 
you  in  sentiment  with  regard  to  his  Lordship's  officious  and 
unwarrantable  zeal. 

The  situation  of  tlie  Middle  and  Southern  Colonies  hath 
engaged  tiie  attention  of  Congress.     These  are  divided  into 
two  departments:  the  Middle,  comprehending  JVew-Forfc, 
New-Jersey,  Pemisykania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  under 
the  command  of  a  Major-General  and  two  Brigadier-Gene- 
rals;  the  Southern,  comprehending  Virginia,  North  and 
South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  under  the  command  of  a 
Major-General  and  four  Brigadier-Generals.     As  there  is 
reason  to  think  that  the  force  of  our  enemies  will  be  directed 
against  the  Colonies  m  the  Southern  Department,  Major- 
General  Lee  is  appomted  to  that  command.     The  Bnga- 
dier-Generals  are,  John  Armstrong,  William  Thompson,  An- 
drew Lewis,  James  Moore,  Esq.,  Lord  Stirling,  and  Ro- 
bert Howe,  Esq.     Of  these  gendemen.  General  Armstrong 
is  directed  to  repmr  to  South- Carolina ;  General  Lewis  and 
General  Hoioe  to  Virginia ;  General  Moore  to  North-Caro- 
lina ;  and  General  Thompson  and  Lord  Stirling  to  New- 
York.     And  that  our  affairs  in  Canada  may  be  under  the 
direction  of  an  able  officer,  and  General  Schuyler's  health 
not  permitting  him  to  go  thither,  or,  if  he  could,  as  his  pre- 
sence is  so  necessary  in  New- York,  the  Congress  have 
promoted  Brigadier-General  Thomas  to  the  rank  of  a  Major- 
General,  and  directed  him  to  repair  to  Canada,  and  take  the 
command  of  the  Continental  Forces  in  that  quarter.     I  have 
accordingly  enclosed  him  his  commission,  and  am  to  desire 
you  will  give  him  orders  to  repair,  with  all  expedition,  to 
his  post.    To  enable  him  to  execute  the  purposes  Congress 
havejn  view  in  Canada,  they  have  ordered  twelve  battering- 
cannon  to  be  sent  from  Netii-  York,  and  have  forwarded  ten 
tons  of  powder.     Of  this  article,  we  have  lately  received 
several  supplies,  and  have  some  time  ago  ordered  five  tons 
and  a  half  to  be  sent  to  you  ;  which,  if  you  have  not  already 
received,  will,  I  hope,  soon  reach  you.    The  Congress  have 
also  ordered  ten  tons  more  of  powder  to  be  sent  to  you, 
which  will  set  out  to-morrow  or  next  day.     Besides  this, 
in  the  beginning  of  last  month  they  ordered  ten  tons  of 
saltpetre  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Wisner's  powder-mill,  in  the  Co- 
lony oi New-York;  and  on  the  12th  of  the  same  month, 
ten  tons  to  Mr.  Livingston's  mill,  in  the  same  Colony,  and 
ten  tons  to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts,  with  a  desire  to 
have  it  manufactured  into  gunpowder  with  all  possible  ex- 
pedition, and  sent  to  you  for  the  use  of  the  Army  under  your 
command.     Besides  this,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you 
tliat  the  powder-mills  in  this  Colony  are  employed,  and 
more  mills  are  building,  which  will  be  employed ;  so  that  I 
have  strong  hopes  we  shall  soon  have  a  plentiful  supply  of 
that  necessary  article. 

With  regard  to  arms,  I  am  afraid  we  shall,  for  a  time,  be 
under  some  difficulty.  The  importation  is  now  more  pre- 
carious and  dangerous.  To  remedy  this,  a  Committee  is 
appointed  to  contract  for  the  making  arms ;  and,  as  there 
is  a  great  number  of  gunsmiths  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
Colonies,  I  flatter  myself  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  provide 
ourselv&s  widiout  risk  or  danger.  But  we  must,  like  other 
States  engaged  in  the  like  glorious  struggle,  contend  with 
difficulties.  By  perseverance,  and  the  blessing  of  God,  I 
trust,  if  we  continue  to  deserve  freedom,  we  shall  be  en- 
abled to  overcome  them.     To  that  Being,  in  whose  hands  is 


die  fate  of  nations,  I  recommend  you  and  the  Army  under 
your  command. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 
sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  letter  I  request  the  favour  you  will 
please  order  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Cushing. 

PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    THOMAS. 

Philadelphia,  March  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  situation  of  Canada  being,  at  diis  juncture,  an 
object  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  welfare  of  tlie  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  the  Congress  have  been  anxious  to  fix  upon 
some  General  Officer,  whose  military  skill,  courage,  and 
capacity,  will  probably  insure  success  to  the  enterprise.  In 
Major-General  Thomas  they  flatter  themselves  they  will  not 
be  disappointed.  Accordingly,  I  do  myself  die  honour  to 
enclose  your  commission ;  and  shall  only  add,  that  Congress 
have  the  firmest  reliance  on  your  exerting  yourself  to  tlie 
utmost. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  General  Washington  for  the 
necessary  instructions  on  your  expedition  ;  and  am,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Major-General  Thomas. 


ELBRIDGE    GERRY    TO   JAMES    WARREN. 

Philadelphia,  March  6,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  An  express  goes  off  in  a  few  hours  for  the 
camp,  and  affords  just  time  to  hint  a  few  diingS,  which  I 
beg  you  will  communicate  to  the  honourable  House. 

It  is  of  great  imi^rtance  that  your  Militia  should  be  well 
armed  and  equipped ;  and  powder  is  essentially  necessary. 
AVidiout  it,  what  will  be  die  distresses  of  the  sea-coast 
frontiers,  and  how  can  they  defend  themselves?  I  have 
heard  of  my  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  Colony,  and  am 
apprehensive  of  her  being  detained  at  St.  Antonio,  in  Spain. 
I  saw  a  letter  from  the  master  to  the  commander  of  a  ship 
arrived  in  this  place,  and  find  that  Captain  Johnson  uas 
waiting  for  his  crew,  which  had  been  despatched  irom  Bil- 
hoa  by  Messrs.  Guad**  ten  days  before,  and  ought  to  have 
arrived  in  two  or  three  days  at  most.  He  was  very  uneasy, 
and  intended  to  get  another  crew  if  his  own  did  not  arrive 
soon  ;  and  I  have  since  heard  a  rumour  that  the  vessel  is  de- 
tained, which  there  is  reason  to  fear.  She  had  on  board 
four  hundred  and  thirty  ban-els  of  powder,  or,  in  other 
words,  twenty-one  tons  and  a  half;  and,  should  she  arrive, 
will  clear  for  the  Colony  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  lawful,  estimating  the  powder  at  five  shillings  per 
pound,  which  is  low.  But  this  is  a  trifling  consideration 
compared  with  other  advantages.  Five  tons  were  ordered 
to  Cambridge  about  a  week  since  from  the  Jerseys ;  since 
which;  twenty-seven  tons  and  a  half  have;  arrived  here,  with 
about  five  tons  of  saltpetre,  and  three  hundred  stand  of  arms. 
Ten  tons  of  this  powder  is  also  ordered  to  the  camp  at  Camr- 
bridge ;  but  this  will  not  equip  your  Militia.  Pray  let  a 
petition  be  immediately  preferred  for  die  return  of  the  pow- 
der which  we  have  lent  the  Continent,  and  I  apprehend  it 
can  be  obtained — I  mean  the  powder  collected  from  the 
towns  in  the  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Hunt  can  furnish  a  list  of 
the  most  of  them.  I  would  beg  one  thing  further,  that  you 
will  not  suffer  any  of  your  stocks  of  ammunition  to  be  car- 
ried out  of  the  Colony,  or  into  the  camp,  without  pressing 
necessity,  or  the  desire  of  Congress.  News  is  just  arrived 
of  five  tons  more  powder  imported  into  North- Carolina,  and 
each  Colony  looks  out  for  itself,  as  the  times  require  it. 

The  Congress  have  this  day  preferred  General  Thomas, 
and  made  him  a  Major-General.  He  is  ordered  to  proceed, 
without  delay,  to  Canada ;  and  General  Lee  is  to  go  to  the 
Soudiem  Colonies. 

We  are  obliged  to  the  honourable  House  for  the  Journals 
and  Acts  of  Assembly  lately  sent  here,  and  hope  that  the 
other  Journals  will  be  forwarded  when  ready,  and  diat  one 
or  more  persons  will  be  apjx)inted  to  transmit  weekly  the 
doings  of  the  Assembly,  as  great  advantages  will  result  to 
the  Colony  from  this  step.  The  file  of  letters,  memo- 
randum, and  day-books  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  are 
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much  wanted  in  adjusting  the  Colony  accounts.     I  under- 
stand they  are  left  with  Deacon  Chccver. 

I  cannot  help  inculcating  the  necessity  of  attending  to 
powder,  and  carefully  preserving  it ;  for,  should  the  enemy 
remove,  and  the  Army  follow  them,  our  Colony  may  be 
destitute  of  this  article  ;  and  what  a  situation  will  it  then  be 
in  ?  One  thing  further  I  will  beg  leave  to  hint :  the  As- 
sembly, some  time  since,  passed  a  resolve  relative  to  fire- 
arms ;  and  I  cannot  learn  that  any  great  number  have  been 
yet  manufactured.  Is  it  not  necessary  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  it,  and  appoint  a  Committee  to  contract  with 
individuals,  who  manufacture  for  a  certain  number  in  a 
convenient  time?  The  Soutliepi  Colonies  give  a  higher 
encoui-ageraent  than  we  have  offered ;  and  it  may  be  of 
great  importance  to  follow  their  example.  This  the  As- 
sembly will  decide. 

Pray  give  my  best  respects  to  Major  Haivley,  Colonel 
Ome,  Messrs.  Sullivan,  Cooper,  Freeman,  and  all  our  other 
fiiends,  believing  me  to  be  sincerely,  sir,  your  friend  and 
very  humble  servant,  „  ^ 

rilBRIDGE    GeBRY. 

To  the  Honourable  James  Warren. 

P.  S.  Pray  forward  the  enclosed  letters. 


PHILADELPHIA  COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Chamber,  March  6,  1776. 

The  several  District  Committees  having  returned  their 
Reports,  relating  to  the  engrossing  Salt,  Rum,  Sugar,  Spice, 
Pepper,  Molasses,  Cocoa,  and  Coffee,  it  clearly  appears  that 
the  scarcity  of  those  articles  is  artificial,  and  that  several  per- 
sons, whose  names  are  returned  to  this  Committee,  but  from 
tenderness  to  their  families  are  not  published,  have  formed 
a  cruel  design  to  add  to  the  distresses  of  their  suffering  fel- 
low-citizens and  couhtry,  by  collecting  great  quantities  of 
and  exacting  exorbitant  prices  for  the  above  articles ;  a  con- 
duct at  any  time  shameful,  but  at  a  period  of  publick  cala- 
mity most  barbarous  and  oppressive,  more  especially  on  the 
poor  and  middling  ranks  of  life.* 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  this  Committee  are  bound,  in 
duty  and  justice  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  and  Pro- 
vince, to  give  an  immediate  check  to  such  base  and  merce- 
nary practices ;  and  for  that  purpose  have  fixed  the  under- 
mentioned prices  as  just,  reasonable,  and  generous,  respect 
being  had  to  the  publick  as  well  as  the  seller  of  such  goods  ; 
and  if  any  persons  shall  be  so  lost  to  virtue,  honour,  and 
the  publick  good,  as  to  demand  greater  prices  for  the  above 
articles,  now  imported,  than  are  hereinafter  limited,  or  shall 

•  PaiiADELFHTA,  Jtforch  7,  1776. — I  was  yesterday  greatly  disturbed 
by  an  incident  which  fell  out  in  this  city.  A  gentleman  was  brought 
before  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  for  refusing  to  take  a  Maryland 
Convention  Bill.  The  Committee,  on  hearing  the  matter,  were  obliged 
to  dismiss  the  complaint  as  without  their  commission.  Every  good  citi- 
zen must  be  distressed  with  the  contemplation  of  grievances  they  cannot 
find  means  to  redress.  Certainly  these  several  Colonial  currencies  are 
of  this  sort  'I'he  great  intercourse  we  are  obliged  to  have  with  each 
other,  from  Georgia  to  Canada,  renders  these  currencies  very  trouble- 
some, I  may  indeed  say  distressing ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  expense 
of  striking  a  bank,  sufficient  to  sink  every  penny  of  these  emissions,  I 
must  beg  leave  to  propose  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress,  whether  this  grievance  does  not  absolutely  demand 
this  sole,  ade(juate,  and  effectual  redress  1  A  sufficient  numlier  of  bills 
might  be  struck  in  Philadelphia,  even  of  the  lowest  value  judged  neces- 
sary, and  sent  in  sheets  to  each  Colony,  where  Committees,  of  their  re- 
spective Conventions  or  Assemblies,  would  sign  each  for  themselves. 
Their  respective  proportions  can  be  as  easily  settled  by  Congress  as  any 
other  general  charge ;  and  should  an  overplus  remain  to  some,  after  sink- 
ing all  the  bills  they  have  emitted,  they  would  have  so  much  in  bank  for 
future  emergencies.  To  this  plan,  if  the  establishment  of  a  Mint  were 
added,  where  the  plate,  with  which  many  families  abound,  could  be  fitted 
for  a  ready  exchange  with  foreigners,  for  commodities  of  which  the  most 
opulent  will  soon  be  in  want,  I  flatter  myself  the  salutary  consequences 
would  soon  become  sensible  to  every  one.  I  shall  trouble  my  readers 
with  no  arguments  to  enforce  these  measures,  as  the  inconveniences  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  advantages  on  the  other,  are  too  obvious  to  need 
them. 

Though  the  Committee  of  Inspection  cannot  be  accused  of  entire  in- 
attention to  the  publick  safety,  in  the  late  villainous  attempt  made  to 
injure  us  by  a  set  of  monopolists,  I  cannot  think  the  sore  has  yet  been 
probed  to  the  bottom.  A  gentleman,  soma  time  since  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, informed  me  that,  on  a  like  occasion,  the  regrated  commodities  were 
forcibly  taken  from  the  monopolizers,  and  put  into  the  hands  of  gentle- 
men of  character,  who  sold  them  at  a  reasonable  price  to  all  men  alike, 
and  returned  the  money  to  the  owners ;  and,  by  that  means,  that  abomi- 
nable practice  has  never  since  existed  in  that  part  of  the  country,  the 
people  being  resolute  to  recur  to  the  remedy  as  often  as  the  disease  ap- 
pears. 

"RasiBt  (Mginnings,  late  is  physick  »«ed, 
When,  by  delajri,  the  ills  are  deep  infused." 

LuKi,  TBI  ParsiciAir. 


refuse  to  sell  such  articles  under  false  pretences  of  exporta- 
tion, pre-engagement,  or  otherwise,  in  order  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  scarcity  of  such  goods,  and  enhance  the  price, 
this  Committee  do  declare  that  they  will  expose  such  per- 
sons, by  name,  to  publick  view,  as  sordid  vultures,  who  are 
preying  on  the  vitals  of  their  country  in  a  time  of  general 
distress. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  do  request  all  persons,  of 
whom  demands  are  made  above  the  prices  limited,  or  who 
shall  be  refused  to  purchase  as  above,  immediately  to  make 
their  case  known  to  some  of  the  Committee,  when  such 
offender,  being  convicted  before  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Committee,  will  soon  experience  what  are  the  feelings  and 
resentment  of  an  injured  and  insulted  people. 

Common  West-India  Rum,  four  Shillings  and  six  Pence 
per  hogshead,  or  greater  quantity. 

Molasses,  two  Shillings  per  hogshead. 

Country  Rum,  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  per  hogshead. 

Coffee,  eleven  Pence  by  the  bag  or  bale. 

Cocoa,  five  Pounds  per  hundred. 

Chocolate,  sixteen  Pence  per  pound. 

Pepper,  five  Shillings,  per  pound,  by  the  bag  or  bale. 

Loaf  Sugar,  single,  Iburteen  Pence  per  pound. 

Lump  Sugar,  one  Shilling. 

Muscovado  Sugar,  first,  sixty-five  Shillings  per  hundred, 
and  otlier  qualities  in  proportion. 

Salt,  Lisbon,  four  Shillings  per  single  bushel,  or  greater 
quantity. 

Liverpool  Blown  Salt,  five  Shillings  per  single  bushel,  or 
greater  quantity. 

Jamaica  Spirits,  of  common  quality,  five  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  per  gallon. 

The  prices  of  goods,  hereafter  imported,  will  be  put  on 
a  proper  footing  by  the  Committee,  accordmg  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  sBch  imjx)rtation. 

Ordered  to  be  published  by  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion and  Observation  for  die  City  and  Liberties  of  Phila- 
delphia. T    r»    e  o 

^  J.  iJ.  BMiTH,  ^Secretary. 


TO    MESSRS.    HALL    AND    SELLERS. 

Philadelphia,  March  6,  1776. 

After  premising,  that  in  the  following  Essay  you  are  by 
no  means  to  expect  a  formal  answBr  to  the  piece  signed  Ra- 
tionalis,  I  would  inform  you,  that  in  a  company,  where  the 
important  doctrine  of  Independency  was  pretty  thoroughly 
agitated  a  few  evenings  ago,  I  gathered  the  plan  of  the 
moderate  man  to  be  for  bearing  arms  and  repelling  the  force 
that  might  be  sent  against  America,  till  Great  Britain  would 
grow  weary  of  the  enterprise,  and  be  willing  to  make  up 
with  us  on  equitable  terms.  This  he  urged  to  be  neces- 
sary, for  the  reasons  commonly  produced  to  maintain  that 
position :  as  our  descent  from  Britain,  our  connection  by 
blood,  interest,  language,  laws,  constitutions,  religion,  com- 
merce, &;c.,  with  its  inhabitants ;  our  need  of  the  national 
protection,  if  attacked  by  any  foreign  power,  and  the  lulaby 
of  our  having  been  a  very  happy  and  flourishing  people 
during  our  dependance  upon  the  Parent  State. 

To  all  this  was  answered,  that  there  were  certain  times 
when  minor  States,  as  well  as  persons,  became  capable  to 
judge  and  act  for  themselves  ;  that  the  obligations  for  parent- 
al care  and  protection  could  never  extend  so  far  as  to  en- 
title the  former  to  oppress  the  latter  in  demands  of  an  inde- 
finite consideration  for  such  a  favour ;  and  finally,  that  unless 
the  minor  State  should  at  some  certain  time  be  allowed  to 
have  power  to  debate,  and  settle  the  quantum  due  for  pro- 
tection, and  choose  whether  it  comply  with  such  certain 
terms,  or  give  up  the  protection  offered,  they  were  by  no 
means  on  an  equal  footing  with  natural  persons,  who,  at  a 
moderately  early  age,  were  at  full  liberty  to  leave  their  pa- 
rents, and  do  the  best  they  were  able  for  themselves.  Ame- 
rica, it  was  observed,  was  not  sent  out  a  Colony  at  the 
charge  of  Great  Britain,  and,  for  all  the  protection  afforded 
her,  might  well  be  esteemed  an  orphan  instead  of  a  child ; 
and  with  all  the  clamour  raised  on  that  head,  with  intention 
to  lull  the  people  into  a  submission  to  the  most  niinous  exac- 
tions, were  a  fair  account  stated,  it  would  be  found  that  the 
balance  in  favour  of  America  would  amaze  all  mankind ! 
It  was  further  observed,  that  the  efforts  used  to  persuade 
the  Americans  they  are  in  a  state  of  perpetual  non-age  and 
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dependance  discovers  soraetliing  very  difTen^nt  from  mater- 
nal aff'fOtion  or  common  justice.  If  minors  labour  for  pa- 
rents, tiiey  are  also  supposed  to  be  provided  for  in  all  diini^s 
by  them,  and  to  bt!Come  lords  of  all  they  possess  at  certain 
periods.  Here  the  parallel  fails  respecting  States,  each  of 
which  is  presumed  immortal.  It  remaining,  therefore,  tliat 
t!)e  American  States  are  neither  the  Provinces,  Colonies, 
nor  children  of  Great  Britain,  any  more  than  of  Holland, 
Ireland,  or  Germany,  and  that  from  their  very  settlement 
Britain  meaned  radier  to  milk  than  suckle  them  ;  the  pre- 
tended right  to  control  their  manufactures  and  commerce, 
to  sell  them  tlie  lands  at  a  heavy  purchase,  and  subject  to 
an  enslaving  quit-rent,  which  were  in  great  part  gained  by 
their  o\v  n  blood  and  treasure,  is  founded  in  presumption  of 
superior  force  rather  than  solid  reason.  Luxury  (and  the 
searf-h  of  ways  and  means  to  supjwrt  it)  is  arrived  to  such 
a  pitch  in  Britain,  that  the  junto,  who  have  usurped  a 
tyrannick  jx)wer,  want  Provinces  to  drain  off  wealth,  as 
their  patterns,  the  debauched  Bomans,  had.  Many  are 
found  so  base  as  to  be  willing  their  countiymen  should  be- 
come tributary  to  such  vultures,  if  they  might  have  a  small 
pittance  for  gathering  the  tax  :  yea,  even  on  condition  it  were 
demanded  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  Here  is  tlie  true 
foundation  of  the  claim  of  Great  Britain,  and  here  is  the 
undeniable  cause  of  die  supjwrt  this  claim  finds  in  America ! 
What  then  are  the  honest,  industrious,  and  independent  free- 
men of  America  to  do  in  this  case  ?  My  guide  I  have  so 
long  followed  tells  us,  declare  independence  immediately ! 
Issue  a  manifesto,  containing  a  full  view  of  our  rights,  our 
grievances,  and  the  unwearied  applications  we  have  made 
for  dieir  redress  ?  Apply  to  the*  State  of  whose  readiness 
and  power  to  assist  us  we  have  undoubted  assurance.  A 
negfect  to  improve  the  openings  given  us  for  diat  purpose 
may  inspire  those  statesmen  widi  resentment,  and  incite 
them  to  accept  overtures  from  our  enemies,  and  then  we 
may  indeed  become  Provinces !  If  wo  c!fn  withstand  the 
tyrant  of  Britain  without  allies,  we  can,  incontcstibly,  bet- 
ter withstand  him  with  an  ally  that  has  ever  commanded  a 
very  complaisant  behaviour  from  him.  This  ally  can  wish 
for  nothing  more  than  such  share  of  our  commerce  as  will 
be  convenient  to  both  parties ;  and  as  that  must  be  rather  a 
gain  than  a  loss  to  us,  we  must  be  stupid  beyond  conception 
to  delay  the  measure.  England  has  long  protected  Portu- 
gal, for  a  much  less  lucrative-  trade  than  we  would  carry  on 
with  France.  Men  must  be  very  blind  who  cannot  see  the 
fairness,  the  openness,  and  safety  of  this  obvious  road  to 
honour,  wealth,  freedom,  and  internal  happiness.  By  how 
many  ways  does  Divine  Providence  invite  us  to  emancipate 
ourselves  from  a  state  which,  remained  in,  would  be  the 
ruin  of  our  posterity  as  certainly  as  they  became  human 
beings.  Let  prejudiced  mortals  dream  what  they  may,  and 
confound  the  ignorant  with  their  jargon,  freedom  anddepen- 
dancy  are  opposite  and  irreconcileable  terms ;  and  depen- 
dancy  on  a  power  over  which  we  have  no  influence  nor 
control,  is  slavery,  or  I  am  yet  ignorant  of  tlie  term.  The 
petty  t5'rants  of  every  country  always  wish  to  have  die  peo- 
ple dependant  on  such  a  power ;  for,  under  colour  of  autho- 
rity from  that  jxjwer,  they  can  carry  on  their  oppressions, 
vexations,  and  depredations ;  and  when  they  are  expostu- 
lated with  on  the  occasion,  they  are  sorry  indeed  diey  are 
put  upon  so  disagreeable  a  service,  but  what  can  they  do  ? 
Such  are  their  express  orders !  I  am  widely  mistaken  if 
nine-tentiis  of  the  clamour  raised  against  American  inde- 
pendency do  not  arise  from  that  quarter.  They  tell  you, 
"  they  had  rather  be  governed  by  the  mild  and  wise  laws  of 
Great  Britain,  than  the  decrees  of  an  American  mob." 
The  truth  is,  neither  they,  nor  their  principals,  wish  to  be 
governed  by  any  laws  that  w  ill  effectually  secure  the  liberty 
and  property  of  the  people  from  their  ravenous  clutches. 
If  the  people,  by  any  means,  obtain  an  adequate  share  in 
the  legislature  of  this  country,  diey  know  their  visions  of 
golden  mountains,  and  millions  of  acres  of  tenanted  soil, 
will  all  vanish,  and  themselves  remain  in  the  despised  rank 
of  dieir  honest  and  contented  neighbours.  I  am  apt  to  think, 
however,  that  both  principals  and  accomplices  for  once 
overshot  themselves,  and  carried  the  matter  too  far  for  a  safe 
and  honourable  retreat.  Circumstances  have  strangely  co- 
operated to  open  scenes  which  no  human  foresight  could 
have  viewed  in  their  full  latitude.  And  what  is  there  now 
wanting  to  complete  the  triumph  of  the  friends  of  human 
nature,  but  a  little  fortitude,  patience,  and  perseverence. 


All  Europe  must  allow,  that  while  America  was  in  the 
greatest  good  humour  with  her  old  mother,  a  scheme  was 
laid  to  keep  up  a  large  standing  army  in  her  capital  towns, 
and  to  tax  her  at  pleasure  for  the  sujiport  of  it.  They  see 
that,  fiwm  time  to  time,  the  most  fraudulent  and  violent 
measures  have  been  taken  to  support  their  entirely  unpre- 
cedented claim,  till  at  last,  drained  of  their  national  troops, 
they  have  applied  for  assistance  to  other  nations.  By  die 
law  of  nations  we  ^\'ere  discharged  from  our  allegiance  the 
moment  the  army  w  iis  jwsted  among  us  w  itliout  our  consent, 
or  a  suigle  fartliing  taken  from  us  in  like  manner ;  either  of 
these  being  fundamental  subversions  of  the  Constitution.  It 
remains  endrely  with  ourselves  to  have  ample  justice  done 
to  us.  We  have  nothing  to  do  but  declare  off,  and  appeal 
to  die  droit  dcs  gens.  A  very  respectable  power  has  given 
as  unequivocal  proofs  as  can  be  wished  of  her  disposition 
to  right  us.  Even  the  body  of  the  people  manifest  the 
warmest  desire  to  form  a  friendly  alliance  ;  witness  the  assi- 
duous respect  shown"  to  a  private  gentleman,  whom  they 
only  suspected  to  be  a  Delegate  from  the  Congress.  And 
on  the  otiier  hand,  what  does  all  the  hurry  of  appointing 
Commissioners,  and  no  one  knows  w  hat,  on  the  odier  side 
the  British  channel,  indicate  ?  Besides  the  discoveries  of 
Cassandra,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  our  ambitious  mas- 
ter at  length  begins  to  fear  in  good  earnest,  that  the  string 
drawn  too  light  will  break,  and  leave  all  his  Colonies  to  make 
new  bargains  for  themselves.  Obstinate  and  mulish  as  he 
is,  he  cannot  longer  persuade  himself  that  two  such  potent 
cofnmunities  as  France  and  ISorih  America  will  neglect 
such  a  fortunate  opportunity  to  pay  themselves  die  prodi- 
gious sums  he  has  damaged  them  in  a  few  past  years.  Ay, 
say  some  moderate  men,  that  is  our  fear,  diat  France  will 
be  for  invading  Canada  or  the  Floridas,  and  thus  we  shall 
forever  be  involved  in  war.  Nodiing,  I  confess,  is  more  pro- 
bable, if  France  can  have  nothing  to  expect  from  us  in  an 
amicable  and  commercial  way  ;  but  e  contra,  if  we  cast  off 
her  ancient  enemy,  there  still  remains  Islands,  which,  from 
present  appearances,  she  has  some  eye  upon.  From  what 
has  happened  in  the  Mediterranean,  it  seems  she  is  now  no 
way  skittish  about  affronting  Oceana  on  her  own  element. 

I  cannot  express  my  contempt  of  those  wretches  who 
say,  let  us  by  all  means  defend  ourselves  against  the  violence 
of  Administration,  till  we  bring  them  to  reasonable  terms,  and 
then  unite  again,  as  we  shall  ever  stand  in  great  need  of  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain.  I  verily  believe  a  party  among 
us  feels  much  need  of  foreign  protection  ;  but  a  people  w  ho 
can  make  the  proudest  tyrant  in  Europe  talk  of  Hanove- 
rians, Hessians,  Russians,  Scotch-Dutchmen,  and  half  an 
Eastern  world,  even  while  they  are  in  the  very  infancy  of 
preparation  for  defence,  need  not  keep  such  a  puling  and 
whining  about  protection. 

I  must  again  exclaim,  I  cannot  have  patience  with  such 
inconsistent  mortals,  as  dissuade  us  from  accepting  assistance 
from  a  power  who  has  at  present  no  possible  claim  ujxjn 
us,  nor  can  ever  demand  more  than  we  voluntarily  and  ex- 
pressly stipulate ;  and  that  when  we  are  in  actual  war  with 
a  power,  by  themselves  called  die  most  fonnidable  in  Europe, 
and  yet  press  us  to  fight  that  power  alone,  and  bring  her  to 
terms,  that  we  may  enjoy  her  protection — if  such  do  not 
wish  to  have  us  reduced,  rather  than  protected  by  the  arms 
of  Great  Britain,  I  am  a  novice  in  politicks. 

One  word  concerning  these  august  Commissioners  we 
hear  so  much  of  every  day.  Those  Americans  who  flatter 
themselves  their  mission  bodes  any  advantage  to  the  coun- 
try in  general,  will  find  themselves  as  much  deceived  as 
they  have  hitherto  been  by  any  similar  declaration.  The 
true  state  of  the  case  is  simply  this :  Their  efforts  to  subdue 
us  to  their  absolute  command,  have  sounded  through  every 
court  in  Christendom,  yea,  in  all  quartere  of  the  world,  and 
they  cannot  keep  themselves  from  doubting  of  their  success. 
Now  a  fonnidable  armament  is  to  come,  and  with  them  the 
Commissioners,  to  receive  submission,  and  grant  pardons  on 
the  most  humilating  terms  they  can  reduce  us  to,  that  they 
may  let  Europe  know  their  great  power  in  reducing  their 
rebellious  subjects  to  a  sense  of  their  duty.  They  are  cer- 
tain their  time  is  short ;  they  dicrefore  aim  to  put  as  good  a 
face  ujxm  the  matter  as  possible,  but  at  any  rate  to  put  an 
end  to  it  for  the  present,  still  retaining  so  much  acknow- 
ledged jx)wer  as  will  sink  us  into  slavery,  whenever  they 
find  a  proper  opportunity  to  exercise  it. 

Fbally,  by  the  most  unconstitutional,  cruel,  and  unjust 
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measures,  they  have  driven  us  to  arms ;  we  luive  emitted 
millions  on  the  credit  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  tliose  millions 
must  be  sunk  by  tlie  power  which  issued  tliem,  or  a  fimd  of 
the  like  kind  can  never  again  be  established  in  America. 
Had  our  enemies  no  other  object  in  view  than  the  discredit 
of  the  Continental  currency,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  enfraire 
them  to  send  a  good  n\miber  of  emissaries,  on  any  pretence 
which  might  give  them  opportunity  to  effect  it.  One  de- 
posite  we  have  in  our  hands,  which  will  solidly  fund  all  the 
money  we  will  need  during  the  contest,  which  must  inevit- 
ably be  given  up  by  the  most  favourable  negotiation  we 
can  possihly  flatter  ourselves  to  expect.  Surely  a  declara- 
tion of  confiscation  on  one  side,  will  warrant  reprisal  on  the 
other.  This  Ls  not  only  just  in  point  of  the  present  ques- 
tion, but  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  the  jxjwer  of  the 
Crown  within  any  possible  limits,  which  cannot  be  while 
it  is  possessed  of  millions  of  acres  of  land,  which  it  may 
dispose- of  at  pleasure. 

All  parties  agree  we  must  one  time  separate  from  Britain. 
Set  us  back  to  'sixty-three,  and  we  will  be  as  lucky  as  a 
farmer  who  should  have  all  his  houses,  fences,  &c.,  de- 
stroyed, and  the  fields  and  meadows,  cleared  in  that  time, 
gi'own  up  again. 


Candidus. 


NEWARK     (nEW-JERSET)    COMMITTEE    TO    PRESIDENT    OF 
CONGRESS. 
Newark,  New-Jereey,  March  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  20th  February, 
which  Mr.  Livingston  did  me  the  favour  of  forwarding  to 
me,  I  laid  before  the  Committee  of  this  town  the  first  op- 
portunity after  I  received  it. 

The  respectful  deference  which  the  Committee  owes  to 
Congress  would  have  led  them  to  have  immediately  sent 
the  two  prisoners  to  Philadelphia ;  but  it  appearing  by  the 
said  resolution  of  Congress,  that  it  was  founded  on  the  mis- 
information that  the  prisoners  were  not  employed  in  the 
business  for  which  they  had  liberty  to  stay,  the  Committee' 
were  of  opinion  that  Congress  would  approve  of  their  de- 
laying to  send  them  to  Philadelphia,  until  the  Congress 
*  should  be  truly  informed  of  the  state  and  particular  circum- 
stances of  this  matter. 

Upon  inquiry,  the  Committee  found  that  Broten,  one  of 
the  prisoners,  was  a  brass-founder,  and  though  he  understood 
tlie  brass-mounting  for  muskets,  knew  nothing  of  making 
gun-locks  ;  that  he  and  Thompson,  the  other  prisoner,  had, 
since  Mr.  Ailing,  their  employer,  had  made  his  shop  con- 
venient for  the  business,  been  engaged  each  in  their  several 
occupations.  That  Ailing,  in  consequence  of  the  leave 
obtained  from  Congress,  had  contracted  to  supply  upwards 
of  two  hundred  gun-locks  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, which  contract  was  in  part  executed,  but  he  would  be 
very  unable  to  fulfil  his  contracts,  if  Thompson  should  be 
taken  fi-om  him.  Tliat  though  the  prisoners  at  first,  from  a 
dread  of  punishment  in  case  they  hereafter  joined  their  regi- 
ment, seemed  to  choose  to  be  employed  about  repairing 
arms  only,  yet  they  have  since  married  here,  and  thinking 
'  themselves  settled  in  this  country,  Thompson  exerts  himself 
in  the  gun-lock  business,  and  Brorvn  is  making  the  mount- 
ing, &ic.  This  circumstance  of  their  marrying  here  also 
makes  them  very  unwilling  to  remove,  from  the  connection 
they  now  have  in  consequence  thereof,  with  tlw  inhabitants 
of  this  place. 

If  the  Congress  shall,  after  being  informed  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, direct  both,  or  either  of  these  men,  to  be  sent  to 
Philadelphia,  the  Committee  will,  on  receiving  such  direc- 
tions, obey  them  without  hesitation. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Lewis  Ogden,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


it  appears  that  the  person  to  be  appointed  for  the  said  Ha»- 
brouck's  First  Lieutenant,  is  to  be  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  die  Precinct  in  vs  hich  the  said  Lieutenarrt  may 
reside.  And  Cornelius  Ilnsbrouck,  son  of  Colonel  Has- 
brmick,  of  this  Precint,  being  a  person  nominated  by  the 
said  Captain  J/a«6ro«<*,  we  having  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  qualification  of  the  aforesaid  Lieutenant,  and  being 
perfectly  acquainted  with  him,  do  hereby  recommend  him 
as  a  very  worthy  fit  pereon.  Therefore,  pray  you  will  fa- 
vour him  with  a  warrant  as  First  Lieutenant  to  said  Cap- 
tain Hasbrouck. 

And  are,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most  hum- 
ble servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Abel  Belknap,   Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  A'cw-  York. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  am  perfectly  well  acquainted  with 
Cornelius  Hasbrouck,  above-mentioned,  and  can  with  pro- 
priety recommend  him  as  a  worthy  person  for  a  commis- 
sion of  First  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Hasbrouck' s  Company. 

Thomas  Palmer. 
To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  now  convened 

in  the  City  of  New-York. 


NEWBURGH    C09IMITTEE    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Ncwburgh,  March  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Captain  Elias  Hasbrouck  having  laid  be- 
fore us  General  Schuyler's  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Kings- 
ton, and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Kingston 
to  your  honourable  House,  both  purporting  his  raising  a 
company  for  one  of  the  regiments  to  bo  raised  in  this  Colo- 
ny, and  in  the  letter  Scorn  the  said  Committee  of  Kingston, 


R.    HARPUR   to   JOHN   JAY. 

Fishkill,  March  6,  1776. 

Sir:  Captain  Godwin  informing  me  that  Lieutenant 
Peter  Rosa,  a  Second'  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Belknap's 
Company,  is,  on  condition  of  being  admitted  into  the  new 
establishment,  capable  of  inlisting  the  greater  part,  if  not 
all,  of  the  said  company,  of  which,  requiring  my  approbation, 
I  cannot  refuse  it,  consistent  with  my  opinion  of  the  pub- 
lick  good.  The  said  company  being  well  fledged  already, 
makes  it  a  very  desirable  object  to  retain  them ;  and  Mr. 
Rosa  being  well  acquainted  with  them,  puts  it  in  his  power 
to  complete  Captain  Godwin's  Company  in  a  few  days, 
which  he  will  undertake  to  do  on  the  terms  of  receiving  a 
Lieutenancy  in  said  company,  where,  there  being  now  a 
vacancy,  I  should  wish  he  was  placed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  Hahpub. 
To  John  Jay,  Esq.,  present. 

P.  S.  If  you  concur  in  opinion  with  me,  please  to  sig- 
nify the  same  in  writing,  and  we  shall  hand  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangement  at  Esopus.  Mr.  Socket  writes  me 
from  King-street,  that  on  the  1st  instant,  our  Militia  below 
had  scoured  Frog's  Neck,  took  off  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  horned-cattle,  and  a  large  number  of  horses ;  that  they 
had  passed  by  one  of  the  enemy's  ships,  within  musket-shot 
of  her,  without  receiving  the  least  intemiption. 

Sir,  yours  as  before,  ^  R.  H. 

JOHN   JAY   to    R.    HaRPUR. 

Dear  Sir:  I  am  well  content  that  the  gentleman  you 
recommend  should  have  the  vacant  Lieutenancy,  provided 
his  appointment  will  not  do  injustice  to  persons  better  enti- 
tled to  it  by  former  services ;  but  of  this,  my  being  so  long 
detained  from  the  Committee  of  Arrangement,  prevents 
my  being  a  proper  judge. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Jat. 
Mr.  Harpur. 

THOMAS    palmer   tO    GENERAL    LEE. 

New!)urgh,  Ulster  County, 
Above  the  Highlands,  March  6,  1776. 

Sir:  We  this  day  an-ived  safe  up  the  river  (with  the  three 
vessels  contlining  the  cannon,  shot,  &.c.)  at  iSewburgk- 
Landing,  which  is  seventy  miles  from  New-York.  Our 
passage  has  been  attended  with  much  difficulty  and  danger, 
on  account  of  cold  head-winds,  and  the  river  exceedingly 
full  of  ice.  The  vessels  are  now  in  safe  harbour  on  the 
west  shore ;  but  on  the  landing  opjwsite,  on  the  east  shore, 
the  only  place  where  the  cannon  must  be  landed,  the  flats 
are  yet  shut  up  with  ice ;  but  I  conceive  it  practicable  to 
cut  a  channel  through  to  shore,  which  we  shall  attempt  im- 
mediately ;  the  carriages  for  the  transporting  the  cannon  are 
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completed,  and  tlie  horses  ready  to  proceed  as  soon  as 
the  cannon  can  be  landed.  The  bearer,  Captain  Brown, 
has  been  very  useful  and  alert  with  his  men,  in  brmgmg 
the  vessels  thus  far  safe ;  and  as  we  can  be  supplied  at  tliH 
port  w  ith  sufficient  assistance  for  the  further  procedure  with 
the  cannon,  I  thought  it  prudent,  with  Captain  Brown's 
advice,  to  dismiss  him  with  his  men. 

I  am,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  most  humble  servant  to 
command,  Thomas  Palmer. 

To  CharUi  Lee,  Esq.,  &c.,  Uc. 


GENERAI.    SCHUYLER    TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  15,  1776.] 

Albany,  March  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Instead  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  sleds  to  convey 
the  cannon  and  provision  from  Fort  George,  Tkonderoga, 
&c.,  to  Canada,  with  the  utmost  efforts  only  seventy-six 
could  be  procured ;  the  great  scarcity  of  forage,  and  danger 
of  going  at  this  advanced  season,  deters  them.  The  winter 
here  is°  entirely  broken  up,  and  I  believe  Hudson's  River 
will  be  clear  of  ice  in  a  few  days.  It  may  be  best,  there- 
fore, that  the  remainder  of  the  troops  from  New-Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania  should  embark  at  New-fVindsor,  or  still  lower 
down,  if  craft  can*e  procured. 

Only  one  company  of  Colonel  BurreVs  Regiment  is 
oone  past  here.  I  greatly  fear  that  the  remainder  will  not 
be  able  to  pass  the  Lakes  on  ice,  unless  a  sudden  change 
in  the  weather  takes  place.  Some,  horses,  and  one  man, 
have  already  been  drowned  on  Lake  George  and  Lake 
Champlain.  It  would  be  happy  for  us  if  the  Lakes  imme- 
diately opened,  as  I  have  got  matters  in  such  a  way  that  I 
can  immediately  send  on  the  troops  by  water ;  but,  should 
the  Lakes  become  impassable  in  any  way,  I  must  of  neces- 
sity detain  the  troops  at  this  place  until  they  open,  as  well 
to  save  the  expenditures  of  what  pork  we  have  at  Fort 
George,  as  that  they  cannot  be  quartered  there. 

All  the  Six,  and  some  other  Indian  nations,  are  now 
holding  a  conference  at  Onondaga.  I  expect  they  will 
soon  request  the  like  at  this  place.  I  dread  tlieir  corning, 
as  we  have  nothing  for  them ;  and  unless  something  is  given, 
they  are  always  disgusted. 

The  sleds  that  left  this  with  the  last  Pennsylvania  Com- 
pany, I  am  this  moment  informed,  are  returned,  not  being 
able  to  proceed  farther  than  twenty  miles  from  this,  Hud- 
son's River  being  broken  up  there,  but  as  yet  impassable. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  discover  that  there  is  any 
truth  that  the  Highlanders  are  inlisted ;  I  shall  continue  my 
inquiries,  and  if  the  report  has  any  foundation,  I  will  make 
them  prisoners. 

On  the  28th  ultimo  I  sent  General  Wooster  something 
above  twenty  .one  hundred  pounds  in  specie,  which  I  have 
collected  on  my.  notes,  payable  in  like  money,  on  de- 
mand. We  are  greatly  distressed  for  money  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  day. 

i  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  humble 

^'^^"'  Philip  ScHtm.ER. 

To  tlie  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


COLONEL    HUNTINGTON   TO   GOVERNOtJR  TRUMBULL. 

Roxbury  Camp,  March  6,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  I  have  two  of  your  much  esteemed  fa- 
vours since  I  wrote  you  last.  You  will  have  had  before  this 
the  circumstances  of  our  taking  possession  of  Dorchester. 
We  hoped  our  enemies  would  meet  us  there,  but,  as  the 
weather  was,  it  could  not  be.  If  we  are  not  able  to  draw 
them  out  of  their  fastnesses,  I  do  not  see  what  we  can  do  to 
get  rid  of  them.  Our  offensive  efforts,  I  imagine,  affect 
them  but  little.  We  have  been  frowned  upon  in  the  loss 
of  several  of  our  largest  mortars,  the  fine  one  taken  by 
Manly,  among  the  rest.  I  have  all  along  expected  some 
remarkable  interposition  of  Divine  Providence  in  our  h- 
vour,  that  our  dependance  on  all  human  means  might  ap- 
pear vain.  We  have  now  such  works  on  Dorchester  HUls, 
as  will  put  the  bravery  and  art  of  our  enemies  to  a  severe 
trial,  if  they  take  them  from  us.  Perhaps  an  attempt  will 
be  made  to  draw  them  out  Chelsea  side.  Since  our  fortifi- 
cations are  increased,  the  necessity  is  increased  of  subduing 


or  driving  away  the  enemy,  as  it  will  require  so  great  a 
number  of  men,  and  constant  vigilance  to  maintain  all 
the  ix)sts  we  now  possess,  which  are  all  nearly  alike  im- 
portant. 

I  heartily  mourn  the  loss  of  that  eminently  learned  and 
pious  divine.  Doctor  fVilliams.  You  must  be  greatly  affected 
at  his  death.  No  measure  can  be  made  of  the  friendship  of 
so  aged  and  valuable  a  man.  I  never  knew  what  it  was  to 
sorrow,  till  my  best  earthly  friend  was  taken  fit)m  me.  I 
devoutly  wish  that  my  improvement  in  goodness,  love,  and 
fiiendship  to  her  parents  and  relations  may  bear  some  pro- 
portion to  those  quaUties  which  shone  in  my  lovely  com- 
panion. That  we  maybe  prepared  for  the  period  of  our 
continuance  here,  we  must,  for  the  enjoyment  of  our  ascend 
ed  Saviour,  and  in  the  highest  degree,  partake  of  tlie  so- 
ciety of  our  departed  ones. 

I  have  not  time  to  write  to  my  dear  son,  but  shall  not 
neglect  him  long.  If  my  life  is  spared,  I  will  not  fail  to 
give  you  particulars  of  any  occurrence  worth  communica- 
tion. In  mean  time,  I  remain,  with  tenders  of  love  and 
duty  to  you,  mother,  son,  Sic,  yours  most  affectionately, 

Jedediah  Huntington. 

To  Govemour  Trumbull. 


JOHN   LANGDON  TO   NEW-HAMPSHIRE    ASSEMBLY. 

Portsmouth,  March  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  advice  of  my  having  the 
repeated  honour  of  being  appointed  one  of  the  Delegates  for 
this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

Nothing  can  give  me  greater  satisfaction  than  to  have 
the  approbation  of  your  honourable  House  of  having  done 
my  duty,  as  far  as  my  poor  abilities  would  admit  of.  I 
think  myself  under  every  tie  of  honour  and  gratitude  to 
strain  every  nerve  in  my  country's  cause,  at  this  important 
day,  more  especially  when  I  receive  such  repeated  honours 
from  my  country. 

When  I  shall  have  finished  the  business  in  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  immediately  employed  by  the  Continent, 
or  have  it  in  such  forwardness  to  leave,  shall,  when  my  duty  » 
calls  me,  attend  in  my  place  at  the  General  Congress, 
where  it  will  be  my  gi-eatest  pride  to  serve  (in  any  way 
that  may  be  in  my  power)  this  Colony  in  particular,  and 
the  Continent  in  general. 

I  lament  that  my  abilities  are  not  greater ;  all  I  can  say 
is,  shall  employ  such  as  I  have,  to  the  utmost,  in  the  service 
of  my  country. 

You  w  ill  please,  sirs,  to  accept  my  hearty  thanks  for  the 
honour  done  me  ;  should  have  done  myself  the  pleasure  of 
waiting  on  the  honourable  House  in  person,  but  my  publick 
business,  which  calls  for  immediate  attention,  I  hope  will 
plead  an  excuse. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

^^^"^^^^  John  Langdon. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Assembly  for  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire. 


THOMAS  CONTEE   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY, 
m  Upper  Marlborough,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  some  accounts 
from  gentlemen  whose  wagons  and  carts  were  employed  in 
bringing  tlie  records  to  this  place.  The  reason  the  gentle- 
men give  me  for  their  accounts  being  so  high,  the  wagons, 
&c.,  were  detained  two  days  waiting  for  the  records.  If 
you  approve  of  the  accounts,  be  pleased  to  order  the  amount 
to  he  paid  Mr.  Richard  Hall. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  yoiir  most  obedient 

^•''^'^"^'  Thomas  Contee. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


PHILIP    THOMAS    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Middle  District  of  Frederick  County,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  By  the  return  of  the  Committee  of  the  Mi- 
litia Companies  in  this  District,  you  will  observe  that  I  was 
chosen  Captain  of  a  company,  which  I  believe  was  one  of 
the  first  raised  in  the  Province,  and  placed  in  the  Fourth 
Battalion ;  but  my  commission  has  never  come  to  hand ; 
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and,  to  save  your  Honours  the  trouble  of  making  one  out,  it 
is  necessary  to  inform  you  that  I  decline  serving  in  the 
above  capacity,  which  I  am  induced  to  do  for  these  rea- 
sons, viz : 

I  had  the  honour  to  command  one  of  the  oldest  compa- 
nies in  the  Province,  and  was  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  Convention,  as  a  proper  person  to  be  appointed 
Colonel  of  the  Fourth  Battalion.  They  being  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  a  respectable  body  of  men,  I 
was  impressed  with  a  grateful  sense  of  the  favour  conferred 
on  me  ;  the  more  so,  as  it  was  unsolicited.  But  their  recom- 
mendation, for  reasons  which  I  am  in  some  measure  at  a 
loss  to  suggest,  did  not  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Convention ;  and  a  Lieutenant  of  a  younger  company,  in 
another  battalion,  who  was  not  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  any  office,  was  appointed,  whose  experience  was 
not  conspicuous,  and  whose  assiduity  in  promoting  the  good 
of  the  cause  we  are  justly  engaged  in,  did  not  exceed  my 
own.  The  First  Lieutenant  of  my  company  was  promoted 
to  the  appointment  of  First  Major  in  the  same  battalion,  by 
which  means,  was  I  to  accept  of  the  commission,  I  should 
be  under  the  command  of  one  who  was  formerly  an  inferior 
officer  in  a  younger  company,  and  of  another  who  was  an 
officer  under  me. 

These  reasons,  I  hope,  will  appear  satisfactory  to  your 
Honours,  and  justifyjny  resignation,  especially  as  I  find  it 
impracticable  for  me,  with  honour  under  these  circumstances, 
to  render  my  country  that  service  which  I  was  inclined  to 
do.  I  would  not  be  understood  (as  it  is  far  from  my  de- 
sign) to  cast  reflection  on  the  conduct  of  the  Convention, 
or  that  I  suspect  them  of  being  partial  in  the  above  appoint- 
ments. I  rather  am  inclined  to  believe  it  has  proceeded 
from  their  bemg  deceived  by  persons  who  they  may  have 
depended  upon  for  information.  In  this  opinion  I  am  the 
more  confirmed,  from  the  many  resignations  of  commissions, 
and  from  the  complaints  of  the  people,  on  account  of  the 
appointment  of  Field-Officers  in  this  District. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

Philip  Thomas. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


are  a  good  many  vacancies  in  the  Eighth  Battalion.  As 
soon  as  they  can  be  collected  together,  a  list  will  be  laid 
before  you,  in  order  that  they  may  be  filled  up ;  indeed, 
did  I  know  how  to  do  it  properly,  I  would  do  it  now,  as  I 
do  not  know* how  soon  we  maybe  called  out  to  action,  your 
advice  to  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  County  of  the  5th 
instant  being  laid  before  me  last  night,  with  the  Brigadier's 
order  to  hold  ourselves  in  readiness.  The  men  are  undis- 
ciplined ;  they,  therefore  more  especially  require  to  be  full 
officered ;'  but,  as  we  may  want  time  to  do  tiiat,  I  am  de- 
termined to  march  with  what  we  have,  and  have  wrote  cii> 
cular  letters  to  my  Captains  to  hold  themselves  and  compa- 
nies in  readiness  to  march  on  the  first  notice. 

I  wrote  yesterday  to  Mr.  Garrett  about  the  bayonets,  and 
shall  communicate  his  answer  as  soon  as  received.  In  con- 
versation with  one  of  the  officers  of  my  battalion,  he  in- 
forms me  Mr.  Purviance  has  made  a  requisition  of  the 
guns  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Minute  Company  in 
this  County ;  that  twenty-eight  had  been  sent,  the  other 
two  have  been  carried  off"  by  two  of  the  Minute  Company 
who  have  inlisted  in  the  regular  service,  and  stationed  at 
Baltimore ;  he  could  not  recollect  their  names. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Benjamin  Rumsey. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
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BENJAMIN    RUMSEY    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Joppa,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Henry  Hollingsivorth,  of  the  Ilead-of-EIk,  in  Cecil 
County,  relative  to  the  guns,  in  which  he  informs  me  that 
Mr.  Johnson  had  acquainted  him  that  I  had  some  creden- 
tials or  orders  from  the  Council  of  Safety  to  him  relative  to 
the  making  of  arms,  and  praying  that,  if  I  had,  to  despatch 
them  forward  by  the  first  opportunity,  as  he  had  given  the 
matter  out ;  that  the  workmen  were  dispersed,  and  must  be 
collected  again,  which  he  was  willing  to  do,  out  of  a  hearty 
wish  to  forward  the  service.  I  have  wrote  him,  in  return, 
that  the  Council  had  delayed  to  answer  his  letter  until  they 
should  be  ascertained  of  getting  locks ;  that-  the  difficulty 
was  in  some  measure  removed,  by  the  expectation  of  im- 
porting a  quantity  of  them,  and  I  did  not  doubt  but  the 
Council  would  answer  his  letter  on  their  getting  to  Annapo- 
lis ;  that  it  would  be  necessary  he  should  have  a  pattern,  as 
all  the  guns  must  be  made  of  one  bore,  or  caliber,  and 
length  ;  but  that,  on  inspection  of  my  memorandums,  I  had 
it  not  in  charge  from  the  Council  to  make  any  agreement 

with  him. 

I  have  a  letter  also  from  my  brother  Colonel  of  the 
Second  Battalion,  in  Cecil.  Commissions  for  four  compa- 
nies in  the  battalion  are,  it  seems,  made  out,  the  other  four 
have  none.  This  creates  uneasiness ;  and  he  cannot,  although 
very  desirous  of  it,  review  them.  He  says  the  people  are 
much  discontented  at  the  right  of  election  being  taken  away. 
There  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gilpin  on  that  subject  in  one  of 
the  bundles.  He  writes,  as  well  as  I  remember,  that  Mr. 
Ramsay  had  made  out  the  commissions,  and  left  them  at 
Mr.  Pealsc's.  Mr.  Duvall  promised  to  get  them  and  send 
them  up.  It  would  answer  good  purposes,  and  avoid  a  good 
deal  of  confusion,  to  have  the  conunissions  in  this  battalion 
filled  up.  I  enclose  a  commission  resigned  in  Captain  Stu- 
art's Company,  in  the  Eighth  Battalion,  with  the  name  of  a 
person  endorsed  that  would  be  agreeable  to  the  company  to 
have  for  their  Ensign,  in  the  lieu  of  the  Ensign  resigned,  and 
should  be  obliged  to  you  to  expedite  his  commission.   There 


In  Committee  of  Observation,  for  Worcester  County,  ] 
Maryland,  March  7,  1776. 

In  pursuance  of  the  resolves  of  the  Convention,  Mr. 
Jesse  Gray  made  return  of  his  company  of  Militia,  consist- 
ing of  eight  non-commissioned  officers  and  fifty  privates ;  by 
which  return  it  appears  that  said  Jesse  Gray  is  duly  elected 
as  Captain,  Jesse  Davis  as  First  Lieutenant,  Jam£s  King  as 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Elihu  Hazzard  as  Ensign,  of  said 
company. 

Signed  per  order :  R.  Dennis,  Clerk. 


JENIFER    AND    HOOE    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Port  Tobacco,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Captain  Conway  arrived  opposite  the  mouth 
of  Port  Tobacco  Creole  about  two  o'clock  this  morning,  and 
it  being  calm,  and  an  ebb  tide,  he  came  here  for  orders 
about  eight  o'clock.  I  sent  him  on  board  again  immediately, 
to  proceed  up  the  Eastern  branch  of  this  river  till  his  vessel 
was  fast  aground,  and  then  to  deliver  the  powder  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Bladensburgh,  if  I  am  not  there,  without  loss  oX 
time. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Harrison  would  have  sent  by  express 
instantly,  but  Colonel  Weare  informs  me  he  is  pushing 
for  Annapolis,  and  I  concluded  it  would  be  as  soon  at  hand 
by  him. 

Mr.  Harrison  writes  me  that  Mr.  Wlqoff,  of  Martinico, 
has  consigned  some  medicine  to  Jenifer  ^  Hooe  for  sale. 
I  have  not  received  any  directions  fixjm  him  about  them,  nor 
even  an  invoice.  It  seems  his  brotliers  at  Philadelphia 
are  to  furnish  directions  about  them ;  and  if  I  find  they  are 
such  as  the  Province  will  want,  I  shall  delay  the  sale  till  I 
advise  you  tliereof.  I  imagine  Conway  will  be  at  Bladens- 
burgh by  this  evening ;  and  some  time  to-morrow  I  shall  be 
there  to  receive  your  orders  respecting  the  further  desti- 
nation of  the  vessel,  and  the  disposal  of  the  powder. 

There  came  with  Captain  Conway  a  French  Captain  and 
six  sailors,  by  which  means,  after  he  clears  our  coast,  going 
out,  the  English  men-of-war  cannot  seize  him,  as  he  will 
show  French  colours,  French  papers,  and  a  French  crew.  I 
scarcely  had  time  to  ask  either  of  the  Captains  any  ques- 
tions, thinking  it  unsafe  to  let  the  vessel  lie  here  a  moment ; 
but  if  I  find  the  Frenchman  tolerably  intelligent,  I  will 
brino-  him  up  from  Bladensburgh  to  Annapolis,  as  Mr.  Har- 
rison seems  to  think  he  may  be  a  serviceable  man,  if  en- 
couraged. Scott,  itseems,  is  seized  ;  but  Mr.  Harrison  has 
hopes  of  getting  the  vessel  and  cargo  again,  under  some  lit- 
tle disadvantages.  Captain  Conway  says  there  is  a  great 
many  troops  in  Martinico ;  the  Epigaks  and  tenders  are 
watching  every  Island :  he  fell  in  with  one,  but  gave  her 
the  slip  in  the  night. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  Jenifer  &  Hooe, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
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MARyLANB  COUNCIL  OF    SAFETY  TO  VIRGINIA  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

fNo.  32.1  Annapolis,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  In  consequence  of  a  letter  fixjm  two  of  our 
Delegates,  (a  copy  of  which  we  send  you  enclosed,)  we 
have°given  Mr.  Alexander  Ross  a  pemit  to  pass  to  your 
Board";  and  as  his  business  is  to  be  settled  in  your  Colony, 
we  leave  the  propriety  of  granting  liim  a  further  passport 
to  your  determination. 

We  are,  Sic 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia. 


MARYLANTJ  COUNCIL    OF   SAFETY  TO  BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE. 
fNo.  32.]  Annapolis,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  man-of-war,  of  what  particular  force 
wc  know  not,  and  her  sloop  or  schooner  tendei-s,  are  now,  we 
are  certainly  uiformed,  up  as  high  as  South  River.  We 
are  not  certain  that  they  may  put  into  this  river ;  they  have 
m  tow  a  provision  vessel  tliey  seized  in  the  bay.  If  there 
be  any  vessels  located  in  your  river,  we  would  have  you 
fall  on  die  best  expedients  you  can  to  secure  them.  Ap- 
prize Captain  Nidiolson,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
ship  Defence,  of  the  uitelligence  diiecdy.  You  will  ac- 
quaint us  as  soon  as  you  can  widi  any  measures  you  may 
tliink  necessary  for  your  defence,  tliat  may  be  in  our  power, 
and  we  will  forward  diem  with  all  expedition. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  J?aftimorc  County. 

MARYLAND   COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    COLONEL    WILLIAM 
SMALLWOOD. 
[No.  33.]  Annapolis,  March  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  A  ship-of-war  and  two  tenders  have  just  hove  in 
sight.  We  request,  tlierefore,  that  you  will  immediately 
repair  to  this  city,  and  order  Captain  Storm  to  march  up 
with  his  company  as  expeditiously  as  he  can.  The  Cap- 
tain will  call  at  Upper  Marlborough  on  his  way  hither,  and 
receive  such  publick  arms  as  may  be  collected  there  by  tlie 
Committee  of  Observation  for  Prince  George's  County. 

We  are,  &;c. 
To  Colonel  William  SmaUwood. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO   PRINCE  GEORGE  S  COUN- 
TY COMMITTEE. 
[No.  34.]  Annapolis,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  request  you  will  immediately  collect 
all  the  publick  anus  in  your  County,  and  deliver  them  to 
Captain  iS'^one,  or  his  order.  The  service  of  the  publick 
requires  the  utmolt  expedition  in  this  measure. 

We  are,  &ic. 
To  the  Conmiittee  of  Observation   for  Prince  George's 

County. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO   BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE. 
[No.  3S.]  Annapots,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  man-of-war  with  her  tenders  have 
passed  by  this  harbour,  and  are  standing  up  tlie  bay,  we 
presume  for  your  town. 

Youre,  &ic. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  COLONEL  THOMAS  DOR- 

SEY. 
[No.  3fi.]  Annapolis,  March  7,  1776. 

Sir:  The  man-of-war  and  tenders  are  gone  past  the 
mouth  of  the  Severn,  and  are  bound,  as  we  lielieve,  up  the 
bay  to  Baltimore  Town.  You  are  therefore  to  march 
uninediately  to  Baltimore  Town  widi  your  battalion,  and 
endeavour  to  repel  any  hostile  attempts  that  may  be  made. 
Should  any  powder  or  lead  be  wanted,  you  may  be  sup- 
plied from  Major  Gaithers. 
We  are,  &ic. 

To  Colonel  Thomas  Dorsey. 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  my  last  directed  to  you,  I  pointed  out  the  consequences 
of  an  Independency,  so  far  as  it  respects  the  States  of  Eiv- 
rope.  The  resisons  on  which  I  founded  our  safety  from 
foreign  invasions,  1  think,  will  scarcely  be  denied,  or  if  they 
should,  will  not  be  easily  confuted. 

I  hear  but  little  said  on  that  head  at  present.  Perhaps 
it  ceases  to  be  a  scarecrow,  and  is  therefore  taken  down  ; 
but  as  it  will  never  do  for  the  enemies  of  our  liberties  to 
give  up  the  point,  it  is  only  to  hang  up  a  more  tomfick  in  its 
stead.  Intestine  confusions,  continual  wars  with  each  other, 
Republicks,  and  Presbyterian  Governments,  compose  the 
bugbear  of  the  day,  and  the  very  name  of  them  frightens 
people  more  than  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain.  My 
present  design  is  to  remove  diis  dreadful  chimera  from  your 
imaginations,  and  to  show  you  that  nothing  but  a  reluctance 
in  you  to  independency,  can  ever  be  the  cause  of  any  such 
evils,  and  I  earnesdy  crave  your  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  entreat  you  to  weigh  my  reasons  impartially. 

In  the  firet  place,  then,  it  never  was,  nor  can  it  ever  be, 
the  interest  of  any  civil  society,  to  exalt  any  set  of  religious 
tenets  above  all  others,  or  to  unite  die  Church  and  State. 
Most  of  the  w  ai-s  w  liich  deluged  the  w  orld  in  blood  for  cen- 
turies together,  arose  from  this  false  policy.     The  priesthood 
of  any  sect  in  religion,  with  sorrow  I  repeat  it,  can  easily 
be  made  the  tools  of  tyranny  and  jft-bitrary  power.     To 
crowned  heads  they  are  useful ;  but  where  no  such  exist, 
there  establishments  of  the  kind  are  truly  a  nuisance.     We 
have  no  establishment  in  this  Province,  and  consequendy 
little  distinction  of  sects,  all  men  living  in  good  neighbour- 
hood with  one  another,  however  different  in  religious  senti- 
ments.    The  States-General,  even  in  the  days  of  fiery  per- 
secution, soon  found  die  necessity  of  effi^ctually  excluding 
religion  from  interfering  in  State  affairs  j  and  in  our  days, 
when  that  edge  is  totally  destroyed,  and  mankind  have 
learned  to  think  more  liberally,  none  can  suspect  anydiing 
of  the  kind,  but  those  who  labour  incessantly  to  deserve  it. 
And  yet  they  have  been  hitherto  disapjwinted,  and  I  hope 
ever  shall.     I  know  the  jiresent  Continental  Congress,  or 
any  other  assembly  of  men  of  sentiment  and  education  in 
America,  would  as  soon  agree  to  subject  die  United  Colo- 
nies to  the  King  of  Caffraria,  or  to  the  See  of  Rome,  as  to 
any  one  sect  of  religion  now  existing  in  the  world.     Doubt- 
less, every  sect  will  be  perriiitted  to  enjoy  its  complete  pri- 
vileges widiin  itself.      But  for  any  one  to  be  allied  to  the 
State  is  absurd  to  imagine.     Depend  on  it,  diey  who  hold 
it  up  to  terrify  you,  believe  no  such  thing.      They  cannot, 
unless  they  have  taken  leave  of  their  senses.     In  the  next 
place,  war  is  not,  nor  can  it  ever  be,  our  element.      Trade 
and  agriculture  are  the  true  sources  of  wealth  and  happi- 
ness to  a  society.      The  majority  of  no  nation  fever  gained 
anything  by  war,  except  when  in  defence  of  dieir  privileges. 
And  even  in  that  case,  the  retaining  them  is  the  utmost 
they  can  expect.     An  ambitious  monarch,  who  prefei-s  self- 
exaltation  to  the  blood  of  his  subjects,  may  be  for  war,  be- 
cause, as  the  war  is  carried  on  at  the  expense  of  the  people, 
and  he  alone  reaps  the  rewards  of  victory,  he  has  a  chance 
to  be  a  gainer  thereby.     His  subjects  cannot,  for  they  must 
not  only  fight  his  batdes,  but  pay  all  die  expense  of  the  war. 
I  set  it  down,  therefore,  that  the  representatives  of  a  free 
peojile,  if  free  from  the  influence  of  royalty,  can  never  be 
for  war,  except  when  die  rights  of  the  society  are  invaded. 
Besides,  the  Colonies  are  at  present  nearly  on  an  equality 
with  respect  to  warlike  knowledge,  and  will  be  completely 
so  before  the  present  war  is  at  an  end.     There  will  there- 
fore be  no  temptadon  on  that  score,  and  all  the  regular 
troops,  as  long  as  such  are  needful,  will   be  in   the  pay 
of  die  Condnent,  and   can   never  be  employed  by  one 
Colony  against   another.      Disband   diem   at  the  end  of 
the  war,  and  settle  them  on  plantations,  or  assist  them 
in  setting  up  their  trades,  and  let  your  strength  consist  in 
a  well-regulated  Militia,  and  you  will  have  done  with  war 
forever. 

For  freemen  to  prefer  the  chance  of  war  to  peace,  liberty, 
trade,  and  agriculture,  is  as  unnatui-al  as  to  prefer  wounds, 
bruises,  poverty,  and  death,  to  liealdi,  riches,  and  all  the 
pleasures  and  enjoyments  of  life.  To  see  a  society  of 
fanners,  tradesmen,  and  merchants,  quit  their  peaceful  em- 
ployments, and  make  war  upon  one  another,  would  be  a 
phenomenon  which  die  world  has  not  yet  beheld,  and  I 
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will  venture  to  say  never  will.  God  lias  placed  us  at  the 
greatest  distance  possible  from  external  oppressors,  and  he 
has  placed  our  interest  its  far  from  internal  ones. 

Some  men  have  an  uncommon  talent  at  making  men 
forget  what  is  before  them,  and  calling  off  their  attention 
from  certainty  to  speculation  ;  from  truths  supported  by  facts, 
to  chimerical  suppositions  ;  and  from  what  really  exists,  to 
what  never  can  exist ;  and  they  can  make  many  believe 
the  one  so  fimily,  that  it  is  scarcely  in  the  power  of  self- 
evidence  to  overcome  their  credulity.  Hence  it  is  that  so 
many  shudder  at  the  thoughts  of  what  shall  happen  to  us 
after  we  are  fairly  let  loose  from  Great  Sritain,  and  are 
frightened  almost  out  of  their  senses  on  account  of  the  divi- 
sions which  will  then  disturb  our  internal  repose. 

I  have  heard  it  alleged  by  able  politicians,  that  the  rea- 
son which  induced  the  Crown  to  give  so  many  different  Con- 
stitutions to  the  several  Colonies  was,  that  it  might  make 
a  union  of  them  impracticable.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  a  union  of  our  Legislatures  in  any  opposition  to  the 
Crown,  was  impracticable.  It  was  not,  nor  is  it  now,  in 
our  }K)wer  to  get  any  Govemour  on  the  Continent,  except 
two,  to  give  liis  assent  to  any  bill  for  the  purpose ;  and  ac- 
cording to  the  Constitution  of  the  Colonies,  no  act  of  our 
Assemblies  can  be  deemed  law  without  such  assent.  This 
shows  the  evil  of  a  negative  on  the  voice  of  the  people. 
Now,  though  a  constitutional  union  of  the  Colonies  by  their 
Legislatures  was  impracticable,  and  though  the  Ministry 
and  their  Tory  friends  exerted  their  utmost  influence  to  pre- 
vent any  kind  of  union,  and  to  break  it  afterwards ;  yet  it 
took  place,  and  still  continues,  contrary  to  every  expecta- 
tion and  endeavour  of  internal  and  external  enemies.  All 
Colony  distinctions  are  now  at  an  end  ;  and  cursed  will  he 
be  who  endeavours  to  revive  them.  Can  any  be  so  stupid 
as  to  believe  that  they  who  remain  united  without  law, 
without  authority,  and  without  restraint,  merely  because 
they  know  it  to  be  their  interest,  will  break  that  union  when 
it  shall  jpe  established  under  a  Continental  Legislature,  and 
supported  by  publick  authority  ?  The  same  interest  and 
wisdom  which  joined  us  against  such  odds,  will  certainly 
keep  us  together  when  aided  by  constitution  and  law.  The 
arts  of  peace  ever  form  the  true  basis  of  human  felicity ;  and 
while  we  remain  free,  that  mutual  intercourse  which  adds 
wealth  to  every  social  enjoyment,  will  be  constantly  pre- 
ferred to  the  wUd  schemes  of  mad  ambition,  which  purchase 
a  few  days'  gratification  to  one,  at  the  price  of  the  lasting 
misery  of  thousands. 

To  imagine,  therefore,  that  our  remaining  united  until 
we  had  obliged  Great  Britain  to  acknowledge  us  an  inde- 
pendent people,  would  be  the  cause  of  future  wars  among 
the  Colonies,  is  as  absurd  and  irrational  as  to  imagine  that  har- 
mony could  produce  discord.  On  tiie  contrary,  every  cause 
of  quarrel  would  forever  subside.  All  the  unlocated  lands 
in  America  would  be  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Continen- 
tal Legislature,  and  settled  upon  one  general  plan;  which 
would  prevent  a  thousand  contentions,  which  must  remain 
while  they  are  in  the  gift  of  the  Crown.  Lands  will  then 
be  equally  open  to  all.  America  will  be  the  country,  and 
all  of  us  as  much  one  people  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  one 
Colony  are  at  present.  Let  proper  care  be  taken  by  the 
people  at  large,  at  the  time  of  fonning  the  Continental  Con- 
stitution, to  fix  such  an  equal  plan  of  representation  on  prin- 
ciples which  will  continue  it  so,  as  will  make  the  general 
good  the  general  interest,  and  to  secure  tliat  motion  to  power 
and  authority  which  is  necessary  to  preserve  it  from  cor- 
ruption by  a  constant  rotation,  and  war  will  be  unknown  in 
America. 

I  have  shown  in  a  fonner  number,  directed  to  the  people 
of  North  America,  the  impossibility  of  a  reunion  with 
Great  Britain,  on  the  principles  of  the  year  1763,  if  we 
mean  to  preserve  our  liberties.  To  be  effectually  secured 
from  future  mischiefs  and  machinations  in  case  of  a  reunion, 
there  must  not  be  one  Crown-Officer,  either  civil  or  mili- 
tary, left  on  the  Continent,  nor  a  British  ship-of-war  per- 
mitted to  enter  our  harbours.  From  them  our  present  dis- 
tresses sprang,  and  by  them  they  will  be  continued.  And 
while  any  such  is  permitted  to  remain  among  us,  we  keep 
our  enemy  in  our  bosom,  and  the  robber  in  our  house.  Be 
our  doors  ever  so  strongly  bolted,  it  will  add  nothing  to  our 
security.  Nothing  but  a  division  among  the  Colonies,  when 
it  shall  be  finally  debated  in  Congress,  whether  we  shall  be 
independent  or  not,  can  be  the  cause  of  future  wars  to 
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America.  This  is  the  single  point  on  which  our  future  hap- 
piness or  misery  will  finally  turn. 

It  is  easy  talking  of  a  reunion,  and  permanent  security  to 
our  liberties  ;  ^nd  publick  orators  may  say  it  is  very  plain. 
I  am  no  Member  of  Congress,  no  Committee-man,  nor  in 
the  secrets  of  either ;  but  I  will  throw  out  some  hints  to 
both,  which  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  consider.  Our  wel- 
fare will  greatly  depend  on  the  weight  they  have  in  the 
minds  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  our  publick  affairs. 

He  betrays  an  uncommon  degree  of  ignorance  of  human 
nature  who  thinks  that  a  cordial  reunion  can  take  place  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  any  one  of  the  United  Colonies. 
Slaves  have  been  known  to  prefer  servitude  to  freedom,  but 
this  has  always  happened  where  their  masters  used  tliem 
exceedingly  well.  The  moment  ill  usage  and  a  disregard 
of  their  interest  take  place,  the  happiness  of  such  a  depend- 
ance  and  connection  is  gone  forever.  Our  connection  can 
no  longer  exist  on  former  principles.  .These  principles  did 
not,  nor  could  not  protect  us.  They  once  existed,  and 
what  good  did  they  do  us?  Did  they  save  us  from  our  pre- 
sent troubles  ?  I  say,  therefore,  if  a  reunion  takes  place,  it 
must  be  on  the  principles  of  unlimited  dominion  on  the  one 
hand,  and  absolute  submission  on  the  other.  They  will 
sooner  treat  with  you  as  independent  States,  than  grant  you 
all  that  is  necessary  to  secure  your  privileges  while  you 
acknowledge  subjection.  But  granting  they  should  be 
willing  to  grant  absolute  security,  (which  they  never  will,) 
the  Colonies  which  have  suffered  least  may  reunite  on  these 
terms;  others,  I  am  confident,  neither  can  nor  will,  until 
they  are  deprived  of  that  foresight  which  distinguishes  them 
from  the  lamb  which  licks  the  hand  of  the  butcher.  To 
imagine  what  three  of  the  Southern,  and  four  of  the  North- 
ern Colonies  can  ever  reunite  on  any  other  principle  than 
that  of  absolute  conquest,  is  folly  in  the  extreme. 

Blood  once  shed  puts  a  final  period  to  all  other  accom- 
modations ;  and  the  exciting  a  slave  to  cut  the  throat  of  his 
master  produces  a  similar  effect.  A  spirit  once  kindled  by 
blood,  can  never  be  cooled  but  by  the  same,  or  a  total  ex- 
tinction of  its  fire.  And  God  is  so  far  from  desiring  or 
expecting  a  friendly  reunion  and  connection  in  such  cases, 
tliat  he  has  continually  declared  the  contrary  in  every  dis- 
pensation since  the  murder  of  Ahel,  by  constantly  repeat- 
ing, "  that  he  who  sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his 
blood  be  shed."  I  therefore  repeat  it,  that  a  reunion  of 
most  of  the  Colonies  is  now  become  impossible.  Can  any 
of  the  New-England  Colonies  ever  be  cordially  united  to 
Great  Britain!  Can  they  ever  approach  tiieir  sea-coasts 
without  viewing  with  horrour  and  indignation  the  ravages  of 
her  fleets  and  armies?  Can  Virginia,  the  Carolinas,  or 
even  New-York,  ever  be  content  with  Govemours  appoint- 
ed by  the  Crown?  The  day  they  can  contentedly  submit 
to  such  appointments,  or  such  reunion,  the  spirit  of  freedom 
will  forsake  these  Colonies.  Freemen  will  never  grow  on 
such  a  soil.  When  this  takes  place.  Great  Britain  may 
convert  her  African  into  an  American  Company  of  Slave- 
traders,  and  send  her  ships  to  carry  her  white  negroes  to  the 
West-Indies  to  work  her  sugar  plantations.  I  have  a  better 
opinion  of  them  than  to  think  them  ripe  for  such  a  meta- 
morphosis. I  therefore  conclude  they  will  fight  for  inde- 
pendency, and  they  will  obtain  it.  On  this  account,  an 
attempt  of  any  of  the  Colonies  to  be  reunited  to  Great 
Britain,  would  be  a  very  unwise  and  unhappy  measure. 
A  war  twice  fought  always  costs  less  blood  and  treasure 
than  once  effectually  gone  through.  There  are  some  who, 
knowing  that  a  Republick  well  regulated  is  ever  unfavour- 
able to  that  ambition  which  aims  to  be  aggrandized  at  the 
publick  expense,  will  make  strenuous  opposition  to  indepen- 
dency ;  and  they  would  willingly  disunite  the  Colonies 
ratlier  than  join  in  asserting  it.  To  such  I  would  tlirow 
out  some  cautionary  observations. 

1st.  A  division  of  the  Colonies  will  not  prevent  the  in- 
dependence of  those  which  stand  out. 

2dly.  The  Provinces  which  submit  will  return  to  trade 
and  agriculture,  and  consequently  lose  the  use  of  arms, 
while  they  that  stand  out  will  be  expert  warriors. 

3dly.  The  Continent  will  be  divided  into  two  distinct 
Empires  or  Republicks — a  Northern  and  a  Southern.  For, 
assure  yourselves,  Virginia  will  never  submit,  and  the  Ca- 
rolinas (if  not  Maryland)  will  join  her. 

4thly.  While  there  is  land  to  settle,  and  two  Empires  on 
the  Continent,  war 'will  be  the  consequence. 
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5thly.  When  Great  Britain  is  so  far  reduced  as  to  de- 
clare diein  independent,  who  will  protiKJt  the  submitting 
Colonies  from  the  resentment  of  incensed  waniors,  whom 
they  deserted?  Such  Colonies  will  (inally  be  divided  be- 
tween the  two  powers. 

The  man  who  traces  these  hints  fairly,  be  he  who  he 
may,  if  he  means  not  to  sell  his  right  to  America,  will  be  a 
strenuous  advocate  for  independency,  and  a  united  Conti- 
nental Legislature.  g^^^  Populi. 


PRESIDENT  or  CONGRESS  TO  LIEtJTENANT-COLONEL    OGDEN. 

PhUadelphia,  March  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress,  in  consideration  of  your  merit,  and 
the  services  you  have  done  your  coimtry,  have  tliouglit 
proper  to  appoint  you  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  first  bat- 
talion of  Jersey  Troops.  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose 
your  commission ;  and  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To*  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ogden,  New-Jersey. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  COLONEL  WINDS. 

Pliila<!«lphia,  March.7,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  promotion  of  my  Lord  Stirling  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier-General  in  the  Continental  Aniiy  having  occa- 
sioned a  vacancy,  tlie  Congress,  in  consideration  of  your 
merit  and  attachment  to  tlie  American  cause,  have  ap- 
pointed you  to  succeed  him. 

I  do  myself  tlie  honour  to  enclose  your  commission ;  and 
am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Colonel  William  Winds,  New-York. 


PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS   TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia,  March  7,  1776. 
■    Sir:  Since  my  last  I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  several  letters  of  the  10th,  1.3th,   15th,  20th,  21st, 
23d,  26th,  and  27th  February,  which  were  immediately 
communicated  to  Congress. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress 
highly  approve  the  orders  you  have  given  to  Colonel  War- 
ner. They  have  directed  a  quantity  of  steel  to  be  pur- 
chased and  forwarded  to  you  by  the  Delegates  of  New- 
Jersey,  and  have  ordered  an  account  to  be  made  out  and 
sent  to  you  of  the  money  paid  to.  tlie  Pennsylvania  Troops 
who  have  marched  to  Canada.  Your  other  letters  are 
under  consideration ;  as  soon  as  die  Congress  come  to  a 
determination  thereon,  I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  to 
transmit  to  you. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  you  recover  health  so 
slowly.  I  hope  that  your  attention  to  publick  affairs  will 
not  make  you  neglect  the  care  necessary  for  jperfecting 
your  recovery.'  The  Congi-ess  have  the  most  anxious  con- 
cern for  you,  knowing  the  important  services  you  can  ren- 
der to  your  country  at  this  critical  conjuncture. 

As  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  our  enemies  intend 
to  direct  their  operations  in  the  ensuing  campaign  against 
the  Middle  and  Southern  Colonies,  the  Congress  have 
diought  proper,  in  order  to  prepare  for  their  defence,  to 
divide  those  Colonies  into  two  departments :  one  to  com- 
prehend New-York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware 
Governments,  and  Maryland,  under  die  command  of  a 
Major-General  and  two  Brigadier-Generals ;  and  the  other, 
the  Colonies  to  the  Southward,  under  the  command  of  a 
Major-General  and  four  Brigadier-Generals.  The  Briga- 
dier-Generals are  John  Armstrong,  fi^lliam  Thompson, 
Andrew  Lewis,  James  Moore,  Esqs.,  the  Honourable 
William  Earl  of  Stirling,  and  Robert  Howe,  Esq.  Gene- 
ral Armstrong  they  have  directed  to  repaii-  to  South- 
Carolina  ;  General  Lems  and  General  Hoive  to  Virginia ; 
General  Moore  to  North- Carolina,  and  General  Thompson 
and  Lord  Stirling  to  New-York.  Widi  regard  to  Canada, 
the  Congress  have  superseded  the  orders  fonnerly  given  to 
General  Lee,  and  directed  him  to  take  the  command  in  the 
Soudiern  Department,  and  have  promoted  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Thomas  to  the  rank  of  a  Major-General,  and  ordered 
him  to  repair  to  the  Province  of  Canada,  and  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  Condnental  Forces  there.     But  still  they  rely 


greadyon  your  efforts  for  perfecting  die  work  so  conspicu- 
ously begun,  and  so  well  conducted  under  your  ordere  last 
campaign. 

The  siqiplies  of  provisions,  military  stores,  &c.,  for  the 
Army  in  Canada,  must  be  procured  in  these  Colonies,  and 
sent  across  the  Lakes.  On  these  supplies  being  regiilarly 
sent  will  depend,  not  only  the  success,  but  the  existence  of 
the  Amiy  in  Canada.  For  this  reason  I  am  directed  to  in- 
fonn  you  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  you  should,  for  the 
present,  or  until  you  receive  further  ordei-s,  fix  your  Head- 
Quarters  at  Albany ;  there,  without  being  exposed  to  the 
fatigues  of  the  camp,  until  your  health  is  perfecdy  restored, 
you  will  be  in  a  situation  to  direct  the  proper  arrangements 
for  supplying  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  to  superintend  die 
operations  necessary  for  the  defence  of  New-York  and 
Hudson's  River  (the  security  of  which  is  a  matter  of  the 
last  importance,)  and  also  the  affairs  of  the  whole  Middle 
Department.  The  Generals  under  you  will  receive  and 
execute  your  orders,  and  in  case  of  necessity  you  will  be 
ready  to  bring  down  to  their  aid  the  whole  force  of  the 
Colony.  I  would  just  observe  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
Congress  that  the  soldiers  be  employed  in  erecting  and 
throwing  up  the  necessary  works  for  defence,  both  in  New- 
York  and  on  Hudson's  River. 

The  Commissioners  will  set  out  this  week ;  they  will  call 
on  you  on  their  way  to  Canada ;  and  I  expect  they  will  be 
invested  with  flill  powers,  not  only  to  settle  the  affairs  of 
that  Province,  but  to  adjust  those  matters  that  have  given 
you  uneasiness. 

With  sincere  and  hearty  wishes  for  your  health  and  pros- 
perity, I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Hon.  Major-General  Schuyler,  at  Albany. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    COLONEL    HAND. 

Philadelphia,  March  7,  1776. 
Sir  :  The  promotion  of  Colonel  Thompson  to  the  rank 
of  Brigadier-General  in  the  Continental  Anny  having  occa- 
sioned a  vacancy  in  the  battalion  of  riflemen,  in  considera- 
tion of  your  merit  and  attachment  to  the  American  cause, 
the  Congress  have  appointed  you  to  succeed  him. 

I  do  myself  the  honour. to  enclose  your  commission  ;  and 
am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

Colonel  Edivard  Hand,  Cambridge. 


JOSEPH    REED   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  7,  1776. 

My  Dear  General  :  I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  in- 
fomiing  you  that  a  vessel,  long  expected  from  France  and 
Holland,  arrived  a  few  days  ago  with  twenty-five  tons  of 
powder,  three  hundred  stand  of  excellent  anns,  and  fifteen 
hundred  weight  of  saltpetre.  We  are  hourly  in  expecta- 
tion of  further  arrivals,  but  we  must  now  soon  expect  some 
ships-of-war  in  our  river,  which,  I  fear,  will  cut  off  all 
further  enterprises  of  die  like  nature. 

I  lia\'e  been  in  doubt  some  rime  whether  I  ought  to  men- 
tion to  you  a  continuance  of  one  of  your  principal  officers 
in  a  private  trade,  with  wliicli  I  remember  you  were  much 
dissatisfied  last  fall ;  you  can  be  at  no  loss  to  know  who  1 
mean.  But  the  concern  and  uneasiness  you  then  expressed 
induce  me  to  diink  it  iriy  duty  to  mention  it,  that  if  it  is 
carried  on  without  your  privity  you  may  take  such  mea- 
sures to  check  it  as  may  best  answer  the  purpose,  and  least 
affect  the  gendeman  concerned  in  his  interest  and  reputa- 
tion. It  is  no  secret  in  this  town  that  persons  are  con- 
stantly employed  in  purchasing  up  goods  here  which  do 
not  all  go  to  the  publick  store,  as  the  parties  concerned 
have  boasted  of  their  great  profits,  amoundng,  ui  some 
cases,  to  two  hundred  per  cent.  Persons  who  come  from 
the  camp  seem  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  mode  in 
which  it  is  carried  on,  and  are  not  sparing  of  their  remarks. 
I  dare  say,  on  a  little  inquiry,  you  will  know  whether  some 
stores  in  Cambridge  are  not  carried  on  under  ostensible 
names,  and  from  thence  you  will  judge  whether  die  reports 
we  have  here  are  well  founded.  This  inquiry  may  be  made 
without  its  appearing  to  be  suggested  by  any  one,  as  it  is 
intended  only  for  .private  use.     And   I  should  be  very 
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happy  if  it  should  turn  out  to  be  a  mistake  or  misrepresent- 
ation. 

I  was  mistaken  in  my  last  with  respect  to  Woosters 
coming  home.  I  underetand  he  is  to  remain  at  Montreal, 
and  Arnold  to  have  command  before  Quebeck. 

We  have  accounts  from  Virginia  tliat  Clinton  was 
arrived  at  Hampton,  but  seemed  to  be  waiting  for  his  re- 
inforcements. Nothing  further  new,  therefore,  from  that 
quarter.  We  have  not  heard  a  syllable  from  our  fleet  for 
a  considerable  time,  but  expect  intelligence  every  hour. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  authorizino- 
the  ships-of-war  to  seize  all  American  vessels,  and  condemn 
them  as  lawfol  prize,  application  was  made  to  Congress  by 
several  persons  for  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal ;  but  they 
could  not  feel  bold  enough ;  though  many  of  the  most 
timid,  and  those  who  have  hankered  so  much  after  recon- 
ciliation, seeing  so  little  of  a  spirit  of  that  kind  in  Great 
Britain,  have  come  off  very  much  imm  these  sentiments, 
tlie  result  of  old  prejudices  and  new  fears. 

I  have  taken  a  house  in  the  country,  to  which  I  propose 
soon  to  send  my  family,  and  am  preparing  what  is  neces- 
sary for  the  summer ;  but  an  affair  of  great  importance  in 
the  Assembly  will  detain  me  some  time,  though  I  hope  not 
long.  We  wait  impatiently  to  hear  from  you,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  last  accounts,  as  if  there  was  a  probability  of 
a  movement  from  Boston.  I  expect  your  tents  to  be 
finished  this  week.  The  other  matters  will  also  be  got 
ready  with  all  possible  expedition. 

Adieu,  my  dear  General.  Should  there  be  any  action  or 
enterprise,  God  grant  it  may  be  a  glorious  one  to  you,  and 
a  happy  one  for  our  country. 

Youre,  most  obediently  and  affectionately, 

Joseph  Reed. 


ESSEX    COUNTY    (nEW-JERSEy)     COMMITTEE    TO    PEESIDENT 
OP  CONGRESS. 
,  [Read  March  13,  1776.] 

Newark,  March  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  desired  by  the  Committee  of  the  County  of 
Essex,  to  inform  you  that  we  are  in  great  want  of  powder, 
and  to  beg  that  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress 
would  direct  that  we  may  be  supplied.  We  look  upon  this 
County  now  to  be  the  frontier  of  this  Province  ;  and  in  case 
of  an  invasion  at  New-York,  we  would  gladly  hold  our- 
selves in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning  to  their 
relief;  but  at  present  it  is  impossible,  some  companies  of  our 
Militia  not  having  any  powder  at  all,  and  none  anything 
like  a  sufficiency.  There  is  a  great  and  general  uneasiness 
among  the  people  on  this  account.  They  have  cheerfully 
given  their  money  agreeable  to  the  ten  thousand  pound  ordi- 
nance of  our  Provincial  Congress,  in  hopes  of  getting  pow- 
der for  their  defence,  and  now  are  much  chagrined  at  the 
disappointment.  We  pray,  therefore,  the  Congress  would 
immediately  take  this  matter  into  serious  consideration,  and 
grant  such  relief  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  think  best. 

I  am,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  most  obedient  and  hum- 

'  William  Burnet,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


PROVINCIAL    CONGRESS    TO    NEW-YORK    DELEGATES    IN   CON- 
TINENTAL CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  11,  1776.] 

In  Provincial  Congress,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  late  Provincial  Congress  having  re- 
ceived information,  on  the  3d  oi  August  last,  that  Captain 
Patrick  Sinclair  was  ajjpointed  Lieutenant-Governour  and 
Superintendent  at  Michilimackinack,  bping  a  person  of  great 
influence  with  the  Indians,. and  that  he  was  then  in  this  city 
on  his  way  to  that  post,  and  thinking  that  it  was  imprudent 
to  permit  any  gentleman  under  the  influence  of  the  British 
Ministry  to  go  into  the  interior  part  of  the  country  to  ex- 
ercise those  offices,  who  might  prejudice  the  Indians  against 
the  United  Colonies,  ordered  him  to  be  taken  into  custody, 
and  sent  him  on  his  parole  to  Suffolk  County,  on  Nassau 
Island,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  demean  himself 
unexcoptionably.  He  has  lately  applied  by  letter  (a  copy  of 
which  you  have  enclosed)  to  this  Congress  for  leave  to  re- 
turn to  Europe.  As  we  do  not  choose  to  take  a  step  of  this 
kind  without  the  advice  of  your  honourable  body,  we  beg 


you  will  lay  the  state  of  this  gentleman  before  Congress, 
and  let  us  have  their  directions  thereon.  We  beg  leave  to 
suggest  that  Mr.  Sinclair  was  not  laid  under  restraint  as  an 
enemy  to  the  country — no  information  was  received  of  his 
entertaining  sentiments  unfriendly  to  the  United  Colonies, 
but  to  the  contrary;  and  that  he  had  invariably  treated  our 
Indian  traders  with  the  greatest  humanity  and  politeness. 
For  these  reasons,  and  from  the  consideration  that  he  was 
not  looked  ujwn  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  we  wish  the  favour 
he  asks  may  be  granted. 

We  are,  with  esteem,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  ser- 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 
To  the  New-York  Delegates  m  Continental  Congress. 

Huntington,  February  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  being_  the  practice  of  all  nations  to  allow  the  sub- 
jects of  the  respective  States  at  variance  to  retire,  I  trouble 
the  Congress  with  this  application,  for  being  permitted  to  go 
to  Europe,  in  the  first  vessel  from  New-  York. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Patrick  Sinclair. 
To  the  President  of  the  Congress,  New-  York. 

The  aforegoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  examined 
and  compared  by  me,  Robert  Benson, 

Secretary  to  New-York  Provincial  Congress. 


RICHMOND   COUNTY    COMMITTEE    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Richmond  County,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeably  to  your  request  o( February  21st, 
we  here  send  you  the  proceedings  of  the  trials  of  Richard 
Conner,  Esq.,  Isaac  Decker,  Minah  Burger,  and  Abraham 
Harris,  being  returned  fixim  their  confinement  at  Elizabeth- 
town.  The  Committee  being  thb  day  assembled,  proceed- 
ed to  the  trial  of  Isaac  Decker,  relative  to  a  complaint  against 
him  for  havmg  carried  provision  on  board  the  transport,  and 
opposing  choosing  of  Delegates  ;  speaking  against  the  Con- 
tinental and  Provincial  Congresses,  and  their  proceedings  ; 
and  for  having  carried  Cortlandt  Skinner  on  board  the  man- 
of-war. 

Samuel  Dehart,  one  of  the  evidence  mentioned  in  the 
accusation  against  said  Isaac  Decker,  being  examined  on 
oath  to  each  particular  complaint,  declared  that  the  said 
Isaac  Decker  was  not  guilty  of  either  of  die  above  com- 
plaints, to  his  knowledge. 

Joshua  Mercereau,  being  the  other  evidence  mentioned  in 
the  charge  against  Isaac  Decker,  did  appear,  but  would  not 
give  his  evidence  when  called  for. 

The  Committee  has,  tlierefore,  referred  the  matter  till 
Friday  the  15th  March,  for  further  examination. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Isaac  Decker  owns  that  he  sent  Mr.  Cortlandt 
Skinner  on  board  the  ship  Duchess  of  Gordon  with  his  barge. 
And  at  the  last  election  for  Delegates,  it  appears,  by  the  list 
of  votes,  that  he  voted  for  Deputies  to  be  sent  to  represent 
this  County  in  Provincial  Congress,  and  has  signed  the  Ge- 
neral Association. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Mi7iah 
Burger;  and  after  having  exammed  the  evidence  against 
said  Minah  Burger,  the  Committee  took  into  consideration 
the  charge  and  complaint  alleged  against  him.  On  exami- 
nation, it  appeared  to  the  Committee  to  be  groundless  and 
without  foundation  ;  and,  therefore,  discharged  said  Minah 
Burger  from  said  complaint. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  trial  oi  Abraham 
Harris,  relative  to  a  complaint  against  him  for  drinking 
damnation  to  Independency,  and  for  having  said  he  inlisted 
thirty  men  in  Egg-Harbour  for  King  and  country. 

Seth  Johnson,  one  of  the  evidence  to  the  above  charge, 
being  examined  on  oath,  declared,  that  he  was  at  die  house 
of  Laac  Decker,  when  Abraham  Harris  told  him  that  he 
had  inlisted  thirty  men  at  the  forks  of  Egg-Harbour  for 
King  and  country,  by  order  of  a  gentleman  in  New-  York  ; 
fiirther  the  deponent  says,  the  next  day  said  Harris  told 
him  he  was  not  in  earnest ;  and  further  says  not. 

David  Crane,  the  otiier  evidence  to  the  above  charge, 
being  examined  on  oath,  declared,  that  he  was  at  the  house 
of  Isaac  Decker,  and  the  deponent  saw  said  Abraham  Har- 
ris with  a  bowl  in  his-  hand,  and  drink  damnation  to  all  Inde- 
pendency; and  heard  said  Harris  say  tliat  he  had  inlisted 
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men  at  E^g-Harhour  for  King  and  country,  and  that  they 
•were  not  far  off;  and  further  says  not. 

N.  B.  Said  Harris  is  tak^en  by  the  Sheriff,  and  now  con- 
fined in  Richmond  Jail,  on  account  of  a  debt.  Tiie  Com- 
mittee knows  not  by  what  means  to  bring  him  to  trial ;  would 
be  jjlad  of  advice. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  the  trial  of  Richard 
Conner,  Esq.;  but  no  evidence  appearing  against  him,  it  was 
referred  till  Friday,  the  15tli  instant. 

For  more  particulars  ix'lative  to  the  foregoing  trials,  and 
others,  reference  to  the  Journal  of  the  Committee  may  be 
had. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants, 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Christian  Jacobson,  Chairman. 

To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Cohny 

of  New-York,  in  Congress  convened. 

The  Memorial  of  Abraham  Lott,  Treasurer  of  the  said 

Colony,  humbly  showeth : 

Tliat  by  a  law  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony,  passed 
the  16th  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1771,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  Pounds,  in  bills  of  credit,  were  ordered 
to  be,  and  were  accordingly  emitted,  and  put  out  on  loan ; 
tliat  the  interest  money  arising  therefrom  should  yearly  be 
paid  to  the  respective  Loan-Officers,  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
April;  and  that  one-tenth  part  of  tlie  principal  sum  should 
be  paid  in  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  April,  in  this  present 
year  1776,  and  so  on,  one-tenth  part  annually,  until  the 
whole  principal  is  paid  off;  which  respective  tenths  are,  by 
the  said  law,  ordered  to  be  annually  sunk. 

That  the  Memorialist  has  been  infonned  by  some  of  the 
Loan-Officers,  they  apprehend  it  will  be  impracticable,  at 
this  time,  for  the  borrowers  of  the  money  to  procure  Netv- 
York  currency  to  pay  off  the  interest,  and  one-tenth  of  the 
principal  sum  borrowed,  as  none  of  that  money  now  passes ; 
and  are  totally  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  whether  to  receive  any 
money  now  current,  or  whether  to- insist  on  payment  in  tlie 
currency  the  law  directs. 

The  Memorialist,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  Loan-Offi- 
cers, as  well  as  of  himself,  humbly  requests  the  honourable 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  give  it  as  their  opinion,  whether 
the  Loan-Officers,  and  consequently  himself,  shall  receive 
any  money  that  now  passes  current  in  this  Colony,  or 
whether  payment  must  be  insisted  on  In  the  money  required 
by  the  said  law. 

And  the  Memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray, 
&c. 

Treasury  Office,  New-York,  March  7,  1776. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  March  21, 1776.— Referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr. 
b.  Adams.] 

Albany,  March  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  of  yesterday,  I  have  received  a  re- 
turn of  our  force  at  ^uebeck,  from  which  I  have  extracted 
the  enclosed.  I  am,  also,  honoured  with  two  letters  from 
General  Washington,  of  the  25th  and  27th  ultimo.  He  en- 
treats me  to  purchase  arms  in  this  quarter  for  his  Army.  It 
would  give  me  great  happiness  if  we  could  comply  with  his 
request ;  but  with  all  the  pains  taken,  we  have  not  hitherto 
been  able  to  procure  a  sufficiency  for  the  troops  that  will 
pa-ss  through,  and  go  from  hence  to  Canada.  Govemour 
Trttmbull,  by  whom  I  am  also  honoured  with  a  letter  of  the 
1st  instant,  says :  "  I  expect  they  (Colonel  BurreWs  Regi- 
ment) will  need  the  arms  and  accoutrements  you  gave  en- 
couragement to  supply  them  with."  I  will  continue  to  pur- 
chase whatever  can  be  procured,  even  at  the  high  price  we 
are  obliged  to  give  ;  but  begin  to  be  very  apprehensive  that 
a  sufficient  number  cannot  be  procured,  nor  can  we  get  any 
from  Neie-York. 

The  heavy  cannon  from  New-York  are  at  Poughkeepsie, 
and  preparations  were  making  for  transporting  them  by  land, 
which  would  occasion  a  vast  and  needless  expense,  as  they 
could  not  be  sent  from  this  place,  if  they  were  now  here, 
nor  from  Fort  George,  until  the  lakes  open.  One  of  tlie 
Committee  who  had  them  in  charge  called  upon  me  this 
day  for  my  advice ;  which  was,  to  leave  them  on  board  of 
the  vessels,  and  to  come  up  tlie  river  as  the  ice  should  give 


way.     There  is  a  prospect  tliat  the  river  will  be  navigable 
in  a  very  few  days. 

Govemour  Trumbull  has  desired  me  to  mention  to  Con- 
gress the  necessity  of  appointing  persons  to  liquidate  the 
accounts  of  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga,  k.c.  It  is  really 
very  necessary  that  it  should  he  done.  Perhaps  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  city  might  be  thought  competent  to  it. 

I  should  be  happy  if  I  could,  with  any  propriety,  render 
myself  at  New-York  immediately;  but  until  all  is  in  a  pro- 
per train  for  the  Northern  service,  which  cannot  be  until  the 
lakes  are  open,  I  judge  it  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  service 
for  me  to  leave  thts,  although  I  stand  in  great  need  of  relaxa- 
tion, as  the  frequent  letting  of  blood,  which  is  thought  ne- 
cessary for  my  disorder,  weakens  me  much  ;  but  I  am  never- 
theless much  better  than  I  have  latterly  been,  and  hope  a 
change  of  air  will  perfectly  restore  me. 

I  have  just  received  accounts  from  tlie  posts  above  that 
the  sleigh-men  refused  to  carry  the  heaviest  cannon  I  order- 
ed from  Fort  George,  he. 

The  expense  of  ferriage,  and  the  transportation  by  land 
from  hence  to  Fort  George,  runs  so  amazingly  high,  that  I 
propose  to  have  the  provisions  carried  partly  by  water; 
which  will  not  only  make  some  abatement  in  the  expense 
of  transportation,  but  lessen  the  charge  we  are  at  in  main- 
taining the  roads. 

The  bearer  is  Colonel  Dongan ;  to  his  services,  I  have 
been  informed,  we  are  much  indebted.  His  influence  with 
the  Canadians,  and  tlie  assistance  given  by  him  during  tlie 
seige  of  St.  John's,  have  been  frequently  mentioned  to  me. 

I  am,  sir,  most  sincerely,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  Sic,  &c. 

A  Return  of  the  Forces  of  the  United  Colonies  in  Camp 
before  Quebeck,  ft  for  duty,  February  18,  1776. 
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ISAAC    SEARS    TO    GENERAL    LEE. 

Jamaica,  March  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  is  a  duty  that  I  owe  to  my  commander  to  ac- 
quaint him  of  my  proceedings  m  executing  the  order  he 
gave  me.  Yesterday  afternoon  I  arrived  at  Newtown,  and 
tendered  the  oath  to  four  of  the  greater  Tories,  wliich  they 
swallowed  as  hard  as  if  it  was  a  four-pound  shot  that  they 
were  trying  to  get  down.  On  this  day,  at  eleven  o'clock,  I 
came  here,  when  I  sent  out  scouting  parties,  and  have  been 
able  to  catch  but  five  Tories,  and  they  of  the  first  rank, 
who  swallowed  the  oath.  The  houses  are  so  scattered, 
it  is  impossible  to  catch  many  without  horses  to  ride  after 
them ;  but  I  shall  exert  myself  to  catch  the  greatest  part  of 
the  ringleaders,  and  believe  I  shall  effect  it,  but  not  in  less 
than  five  days  from  this  time.  I  can  assure  your  Honour 
that  there  are  a  set  of  villains  in  this  County,  and  believe 
the  better  half  of  them  are  waiting  for  support,  and  intend 
to  take  up  arms  against  us ;  and  it  is  my  opinion  that  noth- 
ing else  will  do  but  removing  the  ringleaders  to  a  place  of 
security. 

From  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser\'ant, 

Isaac  Sears. 
To  General  Lee. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    JOSEPH    REED. 

Cambridge,  March  7,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  18th  ultimo  came  to  my 
hands  by  post  last  night,  and  gives  me  much  pleasure,  as  I 
am  led  te  hope  I  shall  see  you  in  my  family  again.  The 
terms  upon  which  you  come  will  be  perfectly  agreeable  to 
me ;  and  I  should  think  you  neither  candid  nor  fi-iendly  if 
your  communications  on  this  subject  had  not  been  free, 
unreserved,  and  divested  of  that  false  modesty  which  too 
often  prevents  the  elucidation  of  points  important  to  be 
known.  Mr.  Baylor  seeming  to  have  an  inclination  to  go 
into  the  Artillery,  and  Colonel  Knox  being  desirous  of  it,  I 
have  ap}X)inted  Mr.  Moylan  and  Mr.  Palfrey  my  Aids-de- 
camp ;  so  that  I  shall,  if  you  come,  have  a  good  many  wri- 
ters about  me. 

I  think  my  countrymen  made  a  capital  mistake  when 
they  took  Henry  out  of  the  Senate  to  place  him  in  the 
field ;  and  pity  it  is  that  he  does  not  see  this,  and  remove 
every  difficulty  by  a  voluntary  resignation.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  Colonel  Armstrong,  if  he  retains  his  health,  spirits,  and 
vigour,  would  be  as  fit  a  person  as  any  they  could  send  to 
Virginia,  as  he  is  senior  officer  to  any  now  there,  and  I 
should  think  could  give  no  offence ;  but  to  place  Colonel 
Thompson  there,  in  the  first  command,  would  throw  every- 
thing into  the  utmost  confusion  ;  for  it  was  by  mere  chance 
that  he  became  a  Colonel  upon  this  expedition,  and  by 
greater  chance  that  he  became  first  Colonel  in  this  Army. 
To  take  him,  then,  from  another  Colony,  place  him  over 
the  heads  of  several  gentlemen  under  or  with  whom  he  has 
served  in  a  subordinate  character,  would  never  answer  any 
other  purposes  than  that  of  introducing  endless  confiision. 
Such  a  thing  surely  cannot  be  in  contemplation ;  and, 
knowing  the  mischiefs  it  would  produce,  surely  Colonel 
Thompson  would  have  more  sense,  and  a  greater  regard  for 
the  cause  he  is  engaged  in,  than  to  accept  of  it,  unless  some 
uncommon  abilities  or  exertions  had  given  him  a  superior 
claim.  He  must  know  that  nothing  more  than  being  a 
Captain  of  Horse  in  the  year  1759  (I  think  it  was)  did 
very  extraordinarily  give  him  the  start  he  now  has,  when 
the  rank  was  settled  here.  At  the  same  time,  he  must 
know  another  fact,  that  several  officers  now  in  the  Virginia 
service  are  much  his  superiors  in  point  of  rank,  and  will 
not,  I  am  sure,  serve  under  him.  He  stands  first  Colonel 
here,  and  may,  I  presume,  put  in  a  very  good  and  proper 
claim  to  the  first  brigade  that  falls  vacant ;  but  I  hope  more 
regard  will  be  paid  to  the  service  than  to  send  him  to  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  bringing  of  Colonel  Armstrong  into  this  Army  as 
Major-General,  however  great  his  merit,  would  introduce 
much  confusion.  Thomas,  if  no  more,  would  surely  quit, 
and  I  believe  him  to  be  a  good  man.  If  Thomas  supplies 
the  place  of  Lee,  there  will  be  a  vacancy  for  either  Arm- 
strong or  Thompson ;  for  I  have  heard  of  no  other  valiant 
son  of  New-England  waiting  promotion  since  the  advance- 
ment of  Frye,  who  has  not  done,  and  I  doubt  will  not  do, 
much  service  to  the  cause. 


I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  your  ill-fated  fleet.  We  had  it,  I 
suppose  because  we  wished  it,  that  Hopkins  had  taken 
Clinton  and  liis  transports.  How  glorious  would  this  have 
been  1  We  have  the  proverb  on  our  side,  however,  that  "  a 
bad  beginning  will  end  well."  This  applies  to  land  and 
sea  service.  The  account  given  of  the  business  of  the 
Commissioners  from  England  seems  to  be  of  apiece  with 
Lord  North's  conciliatory  motion  last  year,  built  upon  the 
same  foundation ;  and,  if  tme  that  they  are  to  be  divided 
among  the  Colonies  to  offer  terms  of  pardon,  it  is  as  insult- 
ing as  that  motion,  and  only  designed,  after  stopping  all 
intercourse  with  us,  to  set  us  up  to  view  in  Great  Britain 
as  a  people  that  will  not  hearken  to  any  propositions  of 
peace.  Was  there  ever  anything  more  absurd  than  to  re- 
peal the  very  acts  which  have  introduced  all  this  confusion 
And  bloodshed,  and  at  the  same  time  enact  a  law  to  restrain 
all  intercourse  with  the  Colonies  for  opposing  them  ?  The 
drift  and  design  are  obvious  :  but  is  it  possible  that  any  sen- 
sible nation  upon  earth  can  be  imposed  upon  by  such  a 
cobweb  scheme,  or  gauze  covering  ?     But  enough. 

March  9th. — Colonel  BulPs  still  waiting  to  see  a  little 
ftirther  into  the  event  of  things  gives  me  an  opportunity  of 
adding,  that,  from  a  gentleman  out  of  Boston,  confirmed  by 
a  paper  from  the  Selectmen  there,  we  have  undoubted  in- 
formation of  General  Howe's  preparing  with  great  precijH- 
tancy  to  embark  his  troops  ;  for  what  place,  we  know  not — 
Halifax,  it  is  said.  The  Selectmen,  being  under  dreadflil 
apprehensions  for  the  town,  applied  to  General  Robertson  to 
apply  to  General  Howe,  who,  through  General  Robertson, 
has  informed  them,  that  it  is  not  his  intention  to  destroy  the 
town,  unless  his  Majesty's  Troops  should  be  molested  during 
their  embarkation,  or  at  their  departure.  This  paper  seems 
so  much  under  covert,  unauthenticated,  and  addressed  to 
nobody,  that  I  sent  word  to  the  Selectmen  that  I  could 
take  no  notice  of  it ;  but  I  shall  go  on  with  my  prepara- 
tions as  intended.  The  gentlemen  above-mentioned,  out  of 
Boston,  say,  that  they  seem  to  be  in  great  consternation 
there ;  that  one  of  our  shot  from  Lamb's  Dam  disabled  six 
men  in  their  beds ;  and  that  the  Admiral,  upon  discovering 
our  works  next  morning,  informed  the  General  that,  unless 
we  were  dispossessed  of  them,  he  could  not  keep  the  King's 
ships  in  the  harbour,  and  that  three  thousand  men,  com- 
manded by  Lord  Percy,  were  actually  embarked  for  that 
purpose.  Of  the  issue  of  it  you  have  been  informed  be 
fore.         I  am,  &ic.  George  Washington. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OE    CONGBfSS 

[Read  March  15,  1776.] 

Cambridge,  March  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  the  26th  ultimo  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing 
you,  and  then  mentioned  that  we  were  making  preparations 
for  taking  possession  of  Dorchester-Heights.  I  now  beg 
leave  to  inform  you,  that  a  Council  of  General  Officers 
having  determined  a  previous  bombardment  and  cannonade 
expedient  and  proper,  in  order  to  harass  the  enemy,  and  di- 
vert their  attention  from  that  quarter,  on  Saturday,  Sunday, 
and  Monday  nights  last,  we  carriedHhem  on  from  our  posts  at 
Cobble-Hill,  Lechmere's  Point,  and  Lamb's  Dam.  Whetiier 
they  did  the  enemy  any  considerable,  and  what  injury,  I 
have  not  yet  heard,  but  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you 
that  they  greatiy  facilitated  our  schemes,  and  would  have 
been  attended  with  success  equal  to  our  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations, had  it  not  been  for  the  unlucky  bursting  of  two 
thirteen  and  three  ten-inch  mortars,  among  which  was  the 
brass  one  taken  in  the  ordnance  brig.  To  what  cause  to 
attribute  this  misfortune,  I  know  not ;  whether  to  any  defect 
in  them,  or  to  the  inexperience  of  the  bombardiers. 

But  to  return.  On  Monday  evening,  as  soon  as  our  firing 
commenced,  a  considerable  detachmenfof  our  men,  under  die 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Thomas,  crossed  the  neck, 
and  took  possession  of  the  two  hills,  without  the  least  inter- 
ruption or  annoyance  from  the  enemy;  and,  by  their  great 
activity  and  industry,  before  the  morning  advanced  the 
works  so  far  as  to  be  secure  against  their  shot.  They  are 
now  going  on  with  such  expedition  that,  in  a  little  time,  I 
hope  they  will  be  complete,  and  enable  our  troops  sta- 
tioned there  to  make  a  vigorous  and  obstinate  stand. 

During  the  whole  cannonade,  which  was  incessant  the 
last  two  nights,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  lose  but  two 
men :  one  a  Lieutenant,  by  a  cannon  ball's  taking  off  his 
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thigh ;  the  other  a  private,  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell, 
which  also  sliglitly  wounded  four  or  five  more. 

Our  taking  iXKscssion  of  Dorchester-Hcis^hts  is  only  pre- 
paratory to  taking  post  on  Nuke-Hill,  and  the  point  oppo- 
site the  soutli  end  of  Boston.  It  was  absolutely  necessary 
tliat  tlu>v  should  be  previously  fortified,  in  order  to  cover  and 
coniniarid  them.  As  soon  as  the  works  on  the  fonnor  are 
finished  and  romplcte.  measures  will  be  immediately  adopted 
for  securing  the  latter,  and  making  them  as  strong  and  de- 
fensible as  we  can.  Their  contiguity  to  the  enemy  will 
make  them  of  much  imjwrtance  and  of  great  service  to  us. 

As  mortars  are  essential  and  indispensably  necessary  for 
carrying  on  our  operations,  and  for  the  prosecution  of  our 
plans,  I  have  applied  to  two  furnaces,  to  have  some  thirteen- 
inch  ones  cast  with  all  expedition  imaginable  ;  and  am  en- 
couraged to  hope,  from  the  accounts  I  have  had,  that  they 
will  be  able  to  do  it.  When  they  are  done,  and  a  proper 
supply  of  powder  obtained,  I  flatter  myself,  from  the  posts 
we  have  just  taken  and  are  about  to  take,  that  it  will  be  in 
our  power  to  force  the  Ministerial  Troops  to  an  attack,  or  to 
dispose  of  them  in  some  way  that  will  be  of  advantage  to 
us.  I  think  from  these  posts  they  will  be  so  galled  and 
annoyed,  that  they  must  either  give  us  battle  or  quit  their 
present  possessions.  I  am  resolved  that  nothing  on  my  part 
shall  be  wanting  to  effect  the  one  or  the  other. 

It  having  been  the  general  opinion  that  the  enemy  would 
attempt  to  dislodge  our  people  from  the  hills,  and  force  their 
works  as  soon  as  they  were  discovered,  which  probably  might 
have  brought  on  a  general  engagement,  it  was  thought  ad- 
visable tliat  the  honourable  Council  should  be  applied  to, 
to  order  in  the  Militia  Irom  the  neighbouring  and  adjacent 
towns.  I  wrote  them  on  the  subject,  which  they  most 
readily  complied  with  ;  and,  in  justice  to  the  Militia,  I  can- 
not but  infonn  you  that  they  came  in  at  the  appointed  time, 
and  manifested  the  greatest  alertness  and  determined  reso- 
lution to  have  acted  like  men  engaged  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom. • 

When  the  enemy  first  discovered  our  works  in  the  morn- 
ing, they  seemed  to  be  in  great  confusion,  and,  from  their 
movements,  to  have  intended  an  .ittack.  It  is  much  to  be 
wished  that  it  had  been  made.  The  event,  I  think,  must 
have  been  fortunate,  and  nothing  less  than  success  and  vic- 
tory on  our  side,  as  our  officers  and  men  appeared  impatient 
for  tlie  appeal,  and  to  have  possessed  the  most  animated 
sentiments  and  detennined  resolution. 

On  Tuesday  evening,  a  considerable  number  of  their 
troops  embarked  on  board  of  their  transports,  and  fell  down 
to  the  Castle,  where  part  of  them  landed  before  dark.  One 
or  two  of  the  vessels  got  aground,  and  were  fired  at  by  our 
people  with  a  field-piece,  but  without  any  damage.  What 
was  the  design  of  this  embarkation  and  landing,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  learn.  It  would  seem  as  if  they  meant  an  at- 
tack ;  for  it  is  most  probable  that,  if  they  make  one  on 
our  works  at  Dorchester,  at  this  time,  they  will  first  go  to 
the  Castle,  and  come  from  thence.  If  such  was  their  de- 
sign, a  violent  storm  that  night,  and  which  lasted  till  eight 
o'clock  the  next  day,  rendered  the  execution  of  it  impracti- 
cable. It  carried  one  or  two  of  their  vessels  ashore,  which 
have  since  got  off. 

In  case  the  Ministerial  Troops  had  made  an  attempt  to  dis- 
lodge our  men  from  Dorchester-UUh,  and  the  number  de- 
tached upon  the  occasion  had  been  so  great  as  to  have 
afforded  a  probability  of  a  successful  attack  being  made 
ujX)n  Boston,  on  a  signal  given  from  Roxbury  for  that  pur- 
pose, agreeable  to  a  settled  and  concerted  plan,  four  thou- 
sand chosen  men,  who  were  held  in  readiness,  were  to  have 
embarked  at  the  mouth  of  Cambridge  River,  in  two  divisions : 
the  first  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Sullivan ; 
the  second  under  Brigadier-General  Greene — the  whole  to 
have  been  commanded  by  Major-General  Putnam.  The 
first  division  was  to  land  at  tiie  Powder-House,  and  gain 
possession  of  Beacon- Hill  and  Mount  Whoredom;  the  se- 
cond at  Barton's  Point,  or  a  little  south  of  it,  and,  after 
securing  that  post,  to  join  the  other  division,  and  force  the 
enemy's  gates  and  works  at  the  Neck,  for  letting  in  the 
Roxbury  Troops.  Three  floating  batteries  were  to  have  pre- 
ceded and  gone  in  front  of  the  other  boats,  and  kept  up  a 
heavy  fire  on  that  part  of  the  town  where  our  men  were  to 
land.  How  far  our  views  would  have  succeeded,  had  an 
opportunity  offered  for  attempting  the  execution,  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  say.  Nothing  less  than  experiment  could  de- 


temiine  with  precision.  The  plan  was  thought  to  be  well 
digested,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  from  the  cheerfulness 
and  alacrity  which  distinguished  the  officers  and  men  who 
were  to  engage  in  the  enterprise,  I  had  reasons  to  hope  for 
a  favourable  and  happy  issue. 

The  Militia,  which  were  ordered  in  from  the  adjacent 
towns,  brought  with  them  three  days'  provision.  They  were 
only  called  upon  to  act  under  the  idea  of  an  attack  being 
immediately  made,  and  were  all  discharged  this  afternoon. 

I  beg  leave  to  remind  Congress,  that  three  Major-Gene- 
rals  are  essential  and  necessary  for  this  Army;  and  that,  by 
General  Lee's  being  called  from  hence  to  the  command  in 
Canada,  the  left  division  is  without  one.  I  hope  they  will 
fill  up  the  vacancy  by  the  apjx)intment  of  another.  Gene- 
ral Thonms  is  the  fii'st  Brigadier,  stands  fair  in  point  of  re- 
putation, and  is  esteemed  a  brave  and  good  officer.  If  he 
IS  promoted,  there  will  be  a  vacancy  in  the  Brigadier-Gene- 
rals, which  it  \\  ill  be  necessaiy  to  supply  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  some  other  gentleman  that  shall  be  agreeable  to 
Congress.  But  justice  requires  me  to  mention  that  William 
Thompson,  Esq.,  of  the  Rifle  Regiment,  is  the  first  Colonel 
in  this  department,  and,  as  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  judging,  is  a  good  officer  and  a  man  of  courage.  What 
I  have  said  of  these  two  gentlemen,  I  conceived  to  be  my 
duty,  at  the  same  time  acknowledging  that  whatever  pro- 
motions are  made  will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 

March  9. — Yesterday  evening  a  Captain  Irvine,  who  es- 
caped from  Boston  the  night  before,  with  six  of  his  crew, 
came  to  Head-Quarters,  and  gave  the  following  intelligence : 
That  our  bombardment  and  cannonade  caused  a  good  deal 
of  surprise  and  alann  in  town,  as  many  of  the  soldiery  said 
they  never  heard  or  tliought  we  had  mortars  or  shells ;  that 
several  of  the  officers  acknowledged  they  were  well  and 
properly  directed  ;  that  they  made  much  distress  and  con- 
fusion. That  the  cannon  shot,  for  the  greatest  part,  went 
through  the  houses ;  and  he  was  told  that  one  took  off  the 
legs  and  arms  of  six  men  lying  in  the  barracks  on  the  Neck. 
That  a  soldier,  who  came  from  the  lines  there  on  Tuesday 
morning,  informed  him  that  twenty  men  had  been  wounded 
the  night  before.  It  was  reported  that  others  were  also 
hurt,  and  one  of  the  light-horse  torn  to  pieces  by  the  ex- 
plosion of  a  shell.  This  was  aftenvards  contradicted.  That 
early  on  Tuesday  morning.  Admiral  Shuldham,  discovering 
the  works  our  people  were  throwing  up  on  Dorchester- 
Heights,  inmiediately  sent  an  express  to  General  Howe,  to 
inform  him,  and  that  it  was  necessary  they  should  be  at- 
tacked and  dislodged  from  thence,  or  he  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  withdrawing  the  ships  from  the  harbour  which 
were  under  his  conmiand.  That  preparations  were  directly 
made  for  that  purpose,  as  it  was  said ;  and  from  twelve  to 
two  o'clock,  about  three  thousand  men  embarked  on  board 
the  transports,  which  fell  down  to  the  Castle,  with  a  design 
of  landing  on  that  part  of  Dorchester  next  to  it,  and  attack- 
ing the  works  on  the  Heights  at  five  o'clock  next  moniing. 
That  Lord  Percy  was  appointed  to  command.  That  it  was 
generally  believed  the  attempt  would  have  been  made,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  violent  storm  which  happened  that  night, 
as  I  have  mentioned  before.  That  he  heard  several  of  the 
privates  and  one  or  two  sergeants  say,  as  they  were  em- 
barking, that  it  would  be  another  Bunker-Hill  affair. 

He  further  informs,  that  the  Army  is  preparing  to  leave 
Boston,  and  that  they  will  do  it  in  a  day  or  two.  That  the 
transports,  necessary  for  their  embarkation,  were  getting 
ready  with  the  utmost  expedition.  That  there  had  been 
great  movements  and  confusion  among  the  troops  the  night 
and  day  preceding  his  coming  out,  in  hunying  down  their 
cannon,  artiller)',  and  other  stores,  to  the  wharves,  with  the 
utmost  precipitation,  and  were  putting  them  on  board  the 
ships  in  such  haste  that  no  account  or  memorandum  was 
taken  of  them.  That  most  of  the  cannon  were  removed 
from  their  works,  and  embarked  and  embarking.  That  he 
heard  a  woman  say,  which  he  took  to  be  an  officer's  wife, 
that  she  had  seen  men  go  under  the  ground,  at  the  lines  on 
die  Neck,  without  returning.  That  the  ship  he  command- 
ed was  taken  up,  places  fitted  and  fitting  for  officers  to  lodge, 
and  several  shot,  shells,  and  cannon,  already  on  board. 
That  the  Tories  were  to  have  the  liberty  of  going  where 
they  please,  if  they  can  get  seamen  to  man  the  vessels,  of 
which  there  was  a  great  scarcity;  that  on  tliat  account 
many  vessels  could  not  be  carried  away,  and  would  be 
burnt.    That  many  of  the  inhabitants  apprehended  the  town 
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would  be  destroyed  ;  and  riiat  it  was  generally  thought  their 
destination  is  Halifax. 

The  account  given  by  Captain  Irvine,  as  to  the  em- 
barkation, and  their  being  aljout  to  leave  the  town,  I  believe 
true.  There  are  other  circumstances  corroborating ;  and  it 
seems  fully  confirmed  by  a  paper  signed  by  four  of  the  Se- 
lectmen of  the  town,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  you,  which  was  brought  out  yesterday  evening  by  a 
flag,  and  delivered  to  Colonel  Learned  by  Major  Basset,  of 
the  Tenth  Regiment,  who  desired  it  might  be  delivered  me 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  advised  with  such  of  the  General 
Officers  upon  the  occasion  as  I  could  immediately  assemble ; 
and  we  determined  it  right  (as  it  was  not  addressed  to  me  or 
any  one  else,  nor  authenticated  by  the  signature  of  General 
Howe,  or  any  other  act  obliging  him  to  a  performance  of 
die  promise  mentioned  on  his  part)  that  I  should  give  it  no 
answer ;  at  the  same  time  that  a  letter  should  be  returned, 
as  going  from  Colonel  Learned,  signifying  his  having  laid  it 
before  me,  with  the  reasons  assigned  for  not  answering  it. 
A  copy  of  this  is  sent. 

To-night  I  shall  have  a  battery  thrown  up  on  Nuke-Hill, 
(^Dorchester-Point,)  with  a  design  of  acting  as  circumstances 
may  require,  it  being  judged  advisable  to  prosecute  our  plans 
of  fortification  as  we  intended  before  this  information  from 
the  Selectmen  came.  It  being  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that 
there  is  no  possibility  of  stopping  them,  in  case'  they  de- 
termine to  go,  I  shall  order  look-outs  to  be  kept  upon  all  the 
headlands,  to  discover  their  movements  and  couree,  and 
moreover  direct  Commodore  iWawZy,  and  his  little  squadron, 
to  dog  them,  as  well  for  the  same  purpose  as  for  picking  up 
any  of  their  vessels  that  may  chance  to  depart  their  convoy. 
From  their  loading  with  such  precipitancy,  it  is  presumable 
they  will  not  be  in  the  best  condition  for  sea. 

If  the  Ministerial  Troops  evacuate  the  town,  and  leave  it 
standing,  I  have  thoughts  of  taking  measures  for  fortifying 
the  entrance  into  the  harbour,  if  it  shall  be  thought  proper, 
and  the  situation  of  affairs  will  admit  of  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  report  from  Boston  that  Halifajc  is 
the  place  of  their  destination,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  they 
are  going  to  the  southward  of  this,  and  I  apprehend«to  JVeio- 
York.  Many  reasons  lead  to  this  opinion.  It  is  in  sorne 
measure  corroborated  by  dieir  sending  an  express-ship  there, 
which,  on  Wednesday  week,  got  on  shore,  and  bilged  at 
Cape  Cod.  The  despatches,  if  written,  were  destroyed 
when  she  was  boarded.  She  had  a  parcel  of  coal,  and 
about  four  thousand  cannon-shot,  six  carriage-guns,  a  swivel 
or  two,  and  three  barrels  of  powder. 

I  shall  hold  the  Riflemen,  and  other  parts  of  our  troops, 

in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  govern 

my  movements  by  tlie  events  that  happen,  or  such  orders 

•  as  I  may  receive  from  Congress,  which  I  beg  may  be  ample, 

and  forwarded  with  all  possible  expedition. 

On  the  6th  instant,  a  ship  bound  from  London,  with  stores 
for  the  Ministerial  Army,  consisting  of  coal,  porter,  and 
krout,  fell  in  with  our  armed  vessels,  (four  of  them  in  com- 
pany,) and  was  carried  bto  Portsmouth.  She  had  had  a 
long  passage,  and  of  course  brought  no  papers  of  a  late 
date.  The  only  letters  of  importance  or  the  least  interest- 
ing that  were  found,  I  have  enclosed. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  Congress  that  money  is  much 
wanted.  The  Militia  from  these  Governments,  engaged  till 
the  first  of  April,  are  then  to  be  paid ;  and"  if  we  march 
from  hence,  die  expense  will  be  very  considerable,  must  be 
defrayed,  and  cannot  be  accomplished  without  it.  The  ne- 
cessity of  making  the  earliest  remittance,  for  these  purposes, 
is  too  obvious  for  me  to  add  more. 

When  I  wrote  that  part  of  this  letter  which  is  antecedent 
to  this  date,  I  fully  expected  it  would  have  gone  before 
now  by  Colonel  Bull,  not  deeming  it  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  send  a  special  messenger  ;  but  he  deferred  his  re- 
turn from  time  to  time,  and  never  set  off  till  to-day.  These 
reasons  I  hope  will  excuse  the  delay,  and  be  received  as  a 
proper  apology  for  not  transmitting  it  sooner. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  humble  servant,  George  Washington. 

To  the  President  of  Congress. 


sidered  the  matters  referred  to  us,  and  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend the  following  Signals  to  be  given  from  Roxhury,  in 
case  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  to  distress  our  people 
at  Dorchester-Hill. 

Signal  in  case  the  enemy  begin  to  embark :  a  flag  on 
Roxhury  Mecting-House.  If  they  actually  land  at  Dor- 
chester, two  flags,  one  over  the  odier.  In  case  die  number 
of  the  enemy  exceed  two  thousand  men,  a  flag  at  the  east, 
and  anodier  at  the  west  end  of  that  Meeting-House.  In 
case  a  reinforcement  in  addition  to  die  two  thousand  are 
seen  embarking,  a  flag  on  the  east,  a  flag  on  the  west,  and 
a  flag  in  die  middle  of  that  Meeting-House.  In  case  the 
enemy  begin  to  retreat,  three  flags,  one  above  the  other. 
In  case  the  enemy  carry  the  works,  the  flags  are  to  be 
struck.  • 

We  further  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency, 
that  should  it  appear  from  the  signals  at  RJoxlmry,  or  in  any 
other  way,  that  an  attack  may  be  made  upon  Boston  with 
good  probability  of  success,  we  recommend  that  four  thou- 
sand men  embark  at  the  mouth  of  Cambridge  River — two 
thousand  of  them  to  be  furnished  from  Cambridge,  and  two 
thousand  from  Prospect  and  Winter  Hills ;  one  thousand 
from  each  of  those  Hills.  The  two  thousand  from  Cam- 
bridge to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Sullivan, 
and  the  other  two  thousand  by  Brigadier-General  Greene. 
The  whole  to  be  commanded  by  Major-General  Putnam. 

Signal  for  the  embarkation :  a  pendant  hoisted  on  Pros- 
pect-Hill. 

The  first  division,  under  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  to 
land  at  the  Powder-House.  The. second  division,  under 
Brigadier-General  Greene,  to  land  at  Barton's  Point,  or 
rather  to  the  south  of  it.  Those  who  land  at  the  Powder- 
House,  to  gain  possession  of  Beacon-Hill  and  Mount- 
Whoredom.  Those  who  land  at  Barton's  Point,  to  gam 
possession  of  Copp's  Hill,  and  after  securing  that  post,  pro- 
ceed to  join  the  other  division,  and  force  the  enemy's  works 
and  gates  at  the  Neck,  by  which  means  the  Troops  from 
Roxhury  may  be  let  in  to  assist  in  the  reduction  of  the  town. 

The  two-divisions  to  consist  of  eight  Regiments  of  five 
hundred  men  each,  the  men  to  be  chosen,  the  arms  to  be 
well  examined,  and  the  officers  to  be  the  best,  most  reso- 
lute, and  experienced. 

The  three  floatuig-batteries  here  to  go  in  front  of  the 
other  boats,  and  keep  up  a  heavy  fire  on  that  part  of  the 
town  where  the  landings  are  to  be  made. 

Israel  Putnam, 
John  Sullivan, 
Nathaniel  Greene, 
Horatio  Gates. 

Boston,  March  8,  1776. 

As  his  Excellency  General  Howe  is  determined  to  leave 
the  town  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  a  number  of 
the  respectable  inhabitants  being  very  anxious  for  its  pre- 
servation and  safety,  have  applied  to  General  Robertson  for 
this  purpose,  who,  at  their  request,  has  communicated  the 
same  to  his  Excellency  General  Howe,  who  has  assured 
him  that  he  has  no  intention  of  destroying  the  town,  unless 
the  troops  under  his  command  are  molested  during  their 
embarkation,  or  at  their  departure,  by  the  armed  force  with- 
out, which  declaration  he  gave  General  Robertson  leave  to 
communicate  to  the  inhabitants.  If  such  an  opposition  , 
should  take  place,  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  expect 
the  town  will  be  exposed  to  entire  destniction.  As  our 
fears  are  quieted  with  regard  to  General  Howe's  intentions, 
we  beg  we  may  have  some  assurances  that  so  dreadful  a 
calamity  may  not  be  brought  on  by  any  measures  without. 
As  a  testimony  of  the  truth  of  the  above,  we  have  signed 
our  names  to  this  paper,  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Thomas  and 
Jonathan  Amory,  and  Peter  Johonnot ;  who  have,  at  the 
earnest  entreaties  of  the  inhabitants,  through  the  Lieutenant- 
Governour,  solicited  a  flag  of  truce  for  this  purpose. 

John  Scollay, 
Timothy  Newell, 
Thomas  Marshall, 
Samuel  Austin. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Commander-in-  Roxbury,  March  9, 1776. 

Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies  :  gj^ ;  Agreeably  to  a  promise  made  to  you  at  the  lines 

In  obediepce  to  your  Excellency's  orders,  we  have  con-    yesterday,  I  waited  upon  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
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ton,  and  presented  to  him  the  paper  (lianded  to  me  by  you) 
from  the  Selectmen  of  Boston.  The  answer  I  received 
from  him  was  to  this  effect:  "That  as  it  was  an  unau- 
tlienticated  paper,  without  an  address,  and  not  obligatory 
upon  General  Howe,  he  would  take  no  notice  of  it." 

I  am,  with  esteem  and  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  Ebenezeh  Learned. 

To  Messrs.  Amorys  and  Johonnot. 


GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Heaii-Quarters,  Cambridge,  February  S7,  1776. 
(Parole,  Baneock.)  (Cmnlersig.i,  Adama.) 

As  the  season  is  now  fast  approaching  when  every  man 
must  expect  to  be  drawn  into  the  field  of  action,  it  is  highly 
necessary  lliat  he  should  prepare  his  mind,  as  well  as  every- 
tliing  necessary,  for  it.  It  is  a  noble  cause  we  are  engaged 
in — it  is  the  cause  of  virtue  and  mankind.  Every  temporal 
advantage  and  comfort  to  us  and  our  posterity  depends 
upon  tlie  vigour  of  our  exertions ;  in  short,  freedom  or 
slavery  must  be  the  result  of  our  conduct ;  there  can,  there- 
fore, be  no  greater  inducement  to  men  to  behave  well.  But 
it  may  not  be  amiss  for  the  troops  to  know,  tiiat  if  any  man 
in  action  shall  presume  to  skulk,  hide  himself,  or  retreat 
fix>m  the  enemy,  without  the  orders  of  his  commanding  offi- 
cer, he  will  be  instantly  shot  down,  as  an  example  of  cow- 
ardice— cowards  having  too  frequently  disconcerted  the  best 
formed  troops  by  their  dastardly  behaviour. 

Next  to  the  favours  of  Divine  Providence,  nothing  is 
more  essentially  necessary  to  give  this  Amiy  the  victory  of 
all  its  enemies,  than  exactness  of  discipline,  alertness  when 
on  duty,  and  cleanliness  in  their  arms  and  persons.  Unless 
the  amis  are  kept  clean,  and  in  good  firing  order,  it  is  im- 
possible to  vanquish  the  enemy  ;  and  cleanliness  of  the  per- 
son gives  health  and  soldierlike  appearance.  That  no  con- 
fusion may  ensue  when  the  ti-oops  are  called  to  action,  the 
General  has  ordered  all  tlie  posts  and  guards  of  the  lines 
and  redoubts  to  be  so  fixed  and  regulated,  as.  every  officer 
and  soldier  may  know  his  place  and  his  duty ;  and  to  con- 
firm the  order  and  discipline,  the  General  orders,  that  the 
officers  and  men  who  are  to  mount  guard  do  parade  every 
morning  at  eight  o'clock,  upon  their  regimental  parades, 
where  they  are  to  be  reviewed  by  tlie  Adjutant  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  Field-Officer,  who  is  to  see  that  their  arms,  am- 
munition, and  accoutrements,  are  complete,  and  the  men 
dressed  in  a  soldierlike  manner.  The  Adjutant  is  then  to 
march  them  to  die  parade  of  the  Brigade,  and  deliver  them 
over  to  the  Major  of  Brigade,  wlio  is  very  minutely  to  in- 
spect the  whole,  and  then  march  them  to  the  grand  parade, 
where  the  Brigadier,  with  the  Field-Officers  of  the  day, 
will  attend,  to  see  all  the  guards  paraded  and  march  to  their 
several  destinations.  With  tlie  Brigadier  will  constantly 
mount  his  Major-of-Brigade,  who  is  always  to  make  up  the 
guai'ds  upon  the  grand  parade,  and  report  all  extraordina- 
ries  to  his  Brigadier-General.  The  Brigadier  of  the  day 
will  give  his  orders  to  the  Field-Officers  of  the  day,  at  what 
time  he  would  have  them  to  go  the  visiting  and  grand 
rounds,  and  half  an  hour  before  day,  order  all  the  guards  to 
be  under  arms,  and  properly  posted,  visit  the  outposts,  see 
that  the  guards. are  properly  placed,  and  that  everything  is 
in  good  order  for  defence,  in  case  of  an  attack.  All  officers 
commanding  guards  are  to  report  to  the  Brigadier  of  the 
day,  who  is  to  report  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The 
guards  to  be  made  up  on  the  grand  parade  are,  Lechmere- 
Point,  Cobbk-Hill,  Ploughed-Hill,  White-House,  main 
guard  on  Prospect-Hill,  tlie  South,  North,  and  Middle  Re- 
doubts, Lechmere's  Point  Bridge,  and  the  main  guard  for 
Cambridge  and  IFtnter-Hill.  All  other  guards  are  to  be 
sent  from  the  Brigade  parades,  (the  quarter-guards  of  the 
Regiments  excepted,)  who  are  paraded  on  their  regimental 
parades. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  February  28,  1776. 
(Parole,  Barrlton  )  (CoiinterBigii,  Lynch.) 

The  commanding  General  at  Roxbury  will,  as  soon  as 
possible,  establish  a  detail  of  duty  at  that  post,  as  similar  to 
that  in  yesterday's  orders  as  the  circumstances  of  his  com- 
mand will  admit ;  which,  when  fixed,  is  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  his  inspection  and  approba- 
tion. 


The  Brigadiers-General  to  take  especial  care  that  all  the 
Regiments  belonging  to  tlieir  respective  Brigades  know  their 
alarm  posts,  that  they  may  instantly  repair  to  tliem  in  case 
of  alarm. 

As  the  guards  are  most  of  them  increased,  the  sentries 
are  to  be  increased  in  proportion. 

A  communication  must  be  made  and  kept  up  between 
post  and  post,  that  the  rounds  and  patrols  may  pass  con- 
veniently in  the  night. 

As  the  roads  are  so  extremely  dirty,  and  the  ground  so 
unsettled,  his  Excellency  orders  the  guards,  until  further 
orders,  to  be  paraded  in  the  same  manner,  and  upon  the 
same  parade,  as  they  were  this  morning. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambiidge,  Fcbrnary  29,  1776. 

(Parole,  Franklin  )  (Couiilersign,  CarToU) 

The  commanding  officei-s  of  Brigades  are  to  order  all  the 
spears  in  the  several  posts  and  redoubts  to  be  examined, 
cleaned,  and  collected  in  the  proper  places,  and  make  a  re- 
turn of  the  number  fit  for  service  in  each  Brigade,  and 
where  deposited. 

Ensign  Andrew  Broiim,  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  of 
Foot,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel 
Phinney  was  President,  for  "insulting  and  challenging  his 
commanding  officer,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moulton."  The 
court  were  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  was  not  guilty  of 
the  whole  of  the  charge,  but  only  of  insulting  Colonel 
Moulton;  therefore,  adjudge  him  publickly  to  ask  pardon 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moulton  for  the  affront. 

The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  the  exe- 
cution of  it  to  be  as  soon  as  possible,  and  tlie  prisoner  then 
to  be  released  from  his  arrest. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  1, 1776. 
(Parole,  Arnold.)  (Countersign,   Chace.) 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  2,  1776. 
(Parole,  yeifeon.)  (C  'untersigit,  Adams.) 

Upon  any  alarm.  Colonel  Patterson's  Regiment  is  im- 
mediately to  repair  to  Lechmere's,  leaving  one  Captain, 
two  Subalterns,  two  Sergeants,  and  fifty  rank  and  file,  in  the 
work  leading  to  the  bridge. 

Colonel  Bond's  Regiment  is  instantly  to  march  to  Cob- 
bh-Hill,  and  Colonel  Sargent's  Regiment  to  the  North, 
Middle,  and  South  Redoubts.  This  is  to  be  considered  as  a 
standing  order,  until  countermanded. 

Generals  Heath's,  Sullivan's,  Greene's,  and  Frye's  Bri- 
gades are,  in  rotation,  to  march  a  Regiment  an  hour  before 
day,  every  morning,  into  the  works  on  Lechmere's  Pointy 
and  Cobble-Hill,  five  Companies  of  which  to  go  to  the 
former,  and  three  to  the  latter ;  they  are  to  remain  in  the 
works  until  sun-rise. 

The  Field-Officers  for  the  guards  at  Lechmere's  Point, 
Cobble-Hill,  and  Ploughed-Hill,  are  to  consist  of  Lieute- 
nant-Colonels and  Majors,  as  those  for  the  day  are  Colonels. 

The  commanding  officers  of  Regiments  who  have  ne- 
glected to  see  their  men  supplied  with  fascines,  are  imme- 
diately to  order  every  non-commissioned  officer  and  soldier 
to  provide  one  good  fascine,  which  is  to  be  put  under  a  sen- 
try of  the  quarter-guard  of  the  Regiment. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  3,  1776. 
(Parole, )  (Countersign, ) 

No  officer  or  soldier,  under  any  pretence,  is  to  be  absent 
from  his  post,  without  leave  in  writing  from  his  Brigadier- 
General,  who  is  not  to  grant  liberty  of  ninning  backwards 
and  forwards  from  hence  to  Roxbury,  but  in  very  especial 
cases. 

As  it  is  not  unlikely  but  a  contest  may  soon  be  brought 
on  between  the  Ministerial  Troops  and  this  Army,  the  Ge- 
neral flatters  himself  that  every  officer  and  soldier  will  en- 
deavour to  give  such  distinguished  proofs  of  his  conduct  and 
good  behaviour  as  becomes  men  fighting  for  everj'thing  that 
is  dear  and  valuable  to  freemen,  remembering  at  the  same 
time  what  disgraceful  punishment  will  attend  a  contrary 
behaviour.  Every  man's  conduct  will  be  marked,  and  re- 
warded or  punished  accordingly,  and  cowardice  in  a  most 
exemplary  manner.  The  Colonels,  or  commanding  officers 
of  Regiments,  are  to  see  that  tlieir  several  Regiments  are 
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properly  told  off,  and  the  supernumerary  officers  so  posted 
as  to  keep  the  men  to  iheu-  duty.  Particular  care  is  to  be 
taken  to  prevent  their  firing  at  too  great  a  distance,  as  one 
fire  well  aimed  does  more  execution  than  a  dozen  at  long- 
shot. 

All  wood-cutting  parties,  fee,  are  to  join  their  respective 
Regiments  until  further  orders.  The  Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral may  draw  the  carbines  out  of  the  Commissary's  stores, 
and  put  them  into  the  hands  of  the  carpenters,  or  such 
others  as  he  shall  think  will  use  them  to  the  best  advantage, 
taking  care  to  return  them  when  called  for.  All  arms  in 
store  fit  for  use,  may  be  delivered  out  to  the  Adjutant-Ge- 
neral's order. 

The  Brigadiers  are  to  see  that  the  arms  in  their  several 
Brigades  are  disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage,  placing  them 
in  the  hands  only  of  such  men  as  are  fittest  for  duty  ;  and 
that  the  spears  are  used  as  occasion  shall  require,  to  supply 
the  defect  of  arras. 

As  it  has  been  suggested  to  the  General  that  many  of 
the  town's  people,  Sic,  influenced  by  a  zeal  for  the  cause  of 
their  country,  are  inclined  to  throw  aid  in  case  the  Army 
should  be  called  to  action,  the  General  desires  that  they 
will  (to  prevent  any  kind  of  confusion  or  disorder)  join  dif- 
ferent Companies  in  the  several  Regiments,  as  they  shall 
choose,  or  form  themselves  into  a  distinct  corps,  under  offi- 
cers of  their  own  choosing,  and  put  themselyes  under  the 
immediate  command  of  some  Brigadier,  that  they  may  not 
be  considered  or  act  as  an  independent  Company. 

Two  Companies  of  Colonel  Thompson's  Rifle  Regiment 
are  to  march  to-morrow  evening  to  Roxbury,  with  their 
blankets,  arms,  and  three  days'  provisions  ready  dressed. 
The  (^cer  commanding  the  party  will  receive  his  orders 
from  the  Adjutant-General. 

Colonel  Hutchinson's  and  Colonel  French's  Regiments 
are  to  march  to  Roxbury  by  sunrise  on  Tuesday  morning, 
with  their  blankets,  arms,  and  three  days'  provisions  ready 
dressed. 


(Parole,  Hooper.') 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  4,  1776. 

(Counlereign,  Allen.') 


(Parole,  Lechmerr.) 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  6,  1776. 
(CoiinterBign,  Putnam.) 


attention  on  that  day  to  the  sacred  duties  due  to  the  Lord 
of  hosts  for  his  mercies  already  received,  and  for  those  bless- 
ings which  our  holiness  and  uprightness  of  life  can  alone 
encourage  us  to  hope  through  his  mercy  to  obtain. 

The  Brigadiers-General  Heath  and  Frye  to  send  for 
their  respective  Colonels  immediately,  and  with  them  ap- 
point the  officers  and  soldiers  from  each  of  their  Brigades, 
to  be  selected  for  the  command  under  th(!  Brigadiers-Gene- 
ral Sullivan  and  Greene ;  to  direct  that  diey  be  the  best 
and  most  approved  soldiers ;  that  their  arms,  ammunition, 
and  accoutrements  are  complete,  and  in  proper  order,  and 
the  whole  to  be  ready  to  turn  out  upon  the  shortest  notice. 
General  Heath  to  report  the  names  of  the  Colonels  and 
Field-Officers  who  are  appointed  for  this  service,  to  his  Ex- 
cellency as  soon  as  possible. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  7,  1776. 
(Parole,   Chedworth.)  (Countersign,  Gerry.) 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March,  8,  1776. 
(Parole,  Henry.)  (Counteraign,  Lloyd.) 

The  General  Court-Martial,  of  which  Colonel  Phinney 
was  President,  to  assemble  to-morrow  morning,  at  eleven 
o'clock,  at  Fomeroy's  Tavern,  in  Cambridge. 

His  Excellency  the  General  returns  his  thanks  to  the 
Militia  of  the  surrounding  districts  for  their  spirited  and  alert 
march  to  Roxbwy  last  Saturday  and  Sunday,  and  for  the 
noble  ardour  they  discovered  in  defence  of  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  their  country.  , 

Return  of  Powder,  Cartridges,  Flints,  and  Ruckshot,  in 
Magazines  at  Winter-Hill  and  Prospect-Hill. 


The  flag  on  Prospect-Hill,  and  that  at  the  Laboratory 
on  Cambridge- Common,  are  ordered  to  be  hoisted  only  upon 
a  general  alarm ;  of  this  the  whole  Army  is  to  take  particu- 
lar notice,  and  immediately  upon  those  colours  being  dis- 
played, every  officer  and  soldier  must  repair  to  his  alarm 
post.  This  is  to  remain  a  standing  order  until  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief shall  please  to  direct  otherwise. 

The  several  Surgeons  of  the  Hospitals  at  Cambridge, 
and  every  Regimental  Surgeon  in  the  left  and  centre  divi- 
sions of  the  Army,  are  directed  to  meet  at  five  o'clock  this 
evening,  at  Rrown's  Tavern,  in  Cambridge,  to  take  direc- 
tions from  the  Director-General  of  the  Hospital  relative  to 
the  immediate  disposition  of  their  sick,  and  in  what  manner 
they  and  their  Mates  are  to  be  posted. 

The  College  to  be  forthwith  appropriated  to  the  reception 
of  the  Regiinental  sick,  and  such  as  may  be  wounded  ;  that 
suitable  ba°rracks  at  Prospect-Hill,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
camp  which  the  Director-General  of  the  Hospital  shall  ad- 
vise, be  got  in  immediate  readiness  for  the  reception  of  at 
least  one  hundred  wounded,  in  case  of  need ;  and  such  a 
number  of  men  as  he  may  think  sufficient  be  ordered  to 
assist  in  carrying  wounded  men  to  the  Hospital.  Hand- 
barrows  and  other  proper  means  to  be  provided  for  their  re- 
moval. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  5,  1776. 

(Parole,  Dorchester.)  (Countersign,   Thomas.) 


Stephen  Moylan  and  William  Palfrey,  Esqs.,  are  ap- 
pointed Aids-de-camp  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander- 
in-Chief.     They  are  to  be  obeyed  as  such. 

Thursday,  the  7th  instant,  being  set  apart  by  the  honour- 
able the  Legislature  of  this  Province,  as  a  day  of  fasting, 
prayer,  and  humiliation,  "  to  implore  the  Lord  and  Giver  of 
all  victory  to  pardon  our  manifold  sins  and  wickednesses, 
and  that  it  would  please  him  to  bless  the  Continental  arms 
with  his  divine  favour  and  protection  ;"  all  officers  and 
soldiers  are  strictly  enjoined  to  pay  all  due  reverance  and 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  r. 
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Winter-Hill 

1751 
6^ 

76,128 
49,836 

1,000 
950 

None. 
2,000 

Prosoect-Hill 

Total 

182 

125,964 

1,950 

2,000 

In  Magazine  at  Prospect-Hill. 
Paper  cannon-cartridges,  24-pounders,  52  )  y'^\^ 
Paper  cannon-cartridges,    3-ponnders,  30  5 
Port-fires,      --------15 

Canister  shot,  9-pounders,       -     -     -     26 
Canister  shot,  24-pounders,    -     -     -     27 
Flannel  cannon-cartridges,  24-pounders,  18 
Errors  excepted. 

EzEKiEL  Cheever,  Commissory  of  Artillery. 

Cambridge,  March  1,  1776. 

Return  of  Powder  at  Winter-Hill,  Prospect-Hill,  and 

in  Ordnance  Store. 

Magazine  on  Winter-Hill,     ------     127|- 

Magazine  on  Prospect-HiU,       -----         6^ 

In  Store, ^0 

Barrels,     -     -     -     174 
Errors  excepted. 

EzEKiEL  Cheever,  Commissary  of  Artillery. 

Cambridge,  March  4,  1776. 

Report  of  the  number  of  Shot  and  Shells  fired  into  Boston, 
on  the  night  of  the  4th  of  March,  1776. 
Lamb's  Dam:  5  13-inch  shells ;  6  10-inch  shells— 11. 
42  24-pound  shot;  38  18-pound  shot — 80. 

Lechmere's  Point:    32  24-pound   shot;    14   18-pound 

sliot 46.     2  10-inch  shells. 

Cobble-Hill:  18  18-pound  shot. 
Total,  144  shot;  13  shells. 

Henry  Knox,  Colonel  Regimnt  Artillery, 
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Report  of  the  several  Returns  made  by  the  different  Regimental  Surgeons,  of  their  Imiruments  and  Bandages,  Lint, 
Rags,  Medicines,  SfC,  agreeable  to  the  General  Orders  of  February  25,  1776,  to  this  day. 


i^. 

a 

Is 

t3 

<A 

i 

Surgeons'  names. 

Regiments. 

c  =  c 

a.  S 
"oS 

0)   S 

■4 

(A 

bca 

o 

S 

.2* 
"c 

c 

Medicines. 

"5 

OS 

f. 

n 

o 
Cu 

o 

O 

John  Homans,  Surgecm 

Col.  Sargent's. .. 

1 

I 

2 

40 

- 

- 

1 

Silas  Holmes,  MaU 

Sixteenth 

- 

- 

- 

48 

1 

24 

James  Freeland,  Surgeon. 

Col.  Learncd's... 

- 

- 

10 

1 

But  few  Medi- 

Asaph  Fleicher,       " 

Col.  Rober.son's. . 

- 

- 

- 

i 

William  Rassater,  Male. . 

Col.  Webb's 

- 

- 

- 

- 

'     cines. 

William  Eiisiis,  Surifeow. 

Col.  Knox's 

1 

- 

W 

- 

Caleb  G.  Adams,      " 

Col.  Poor's 

l.bad 

1 

16 

- 

David  Tcwnshend,  " 

Col.  Whitcomb's. 

• 

- 

30 

i 

Eliphalei  Downer,   " 

Isaac  SpalV.ird,          ".... 
William  Magaw,     " 

Col.  Greatou's... 
Col.  Nixon's 

1 

- 

16 

i 

3  pair  of  Forceps. 

Col.  Hand's. 

1 

■ 

- 

1 

A  good  supply. 

Elisha  Story,             " 

Col.  Little's 

- 

- 

32,  &  29i  sheets 

- 

Elisha  Perkins,         " 

Col.  Douglass's. . 

- 

- 

- 

John  SnaldlD'^            *'.... 

" 

. 

20 
Sy'ds  old  linen 

. 

Samuel  Adams,        ".... 

Col.  Phinney's... 

Lemuel  Gushing,     ".... 

Twenty  third. ... 

- 

- 

80 

i 

John  Han,                " 

Col.  Prescott's  . . . 

- 

- 

30 

- 

But  few  Medi- 

William  Prentice,  Mz<«.. 

Col.  Ward's 

- 

- 

- 

ino 

3 

1      cines. 

Joseph  Adams,         ".... 

Col.  Read'.s 

- 

- 

- 

30 

i 

Thomas  Welch,  Surgeon. 

Col.  Hutchinson's 

• 

2 

- 

48 

I 

Josiah  Lord,              " 

Col.  Smith's 

- 

2 

- 

■24,  &  64  sheets 

- 

Joseph  Joslyn,           ".... 

Col.  Vainum's... 

1 

1 

- 

son 

3 

Col.  Bond's 

: 

1  • 

1 

- 

- 

15 

18 

i 

J 

6  sets. 

21  cases. 

2  cases. 

12  cases. 

859  bandages, 

about  12 

24 

2  cases. 

and  about  100 

lbs.  lict. 

tourni- 

old sheets. 

quets.  ' 

N.  B.  I  have  lost  the  Return  of  Colonel  Hitchcock's  Regiment.    All  the  Instruments  are  private  pi*perty.    Some  have  made  no  return. 
•  John  Morgan. 

On  the  above,  I  would  remark,  that  many  of  the  Surgeons  have  paid  no  attention  to  the  General  Orders,  by  neglecting  to  bring  in  their  Re- 
turns; that,  in  general,  they  are  but  miserably  supplied  with  Instruments,  Bandages,  Lint,  Rags,  &c.,  and  much  worse  with  Medicines;  some 
having  none  at  all,  or  next  to  none.  

One  Mate  declines  examination ;  but  his  name  is  not 
come  to  hand.  John  Morgan. 

I  have  not  yet  had  leisure  to  make  out  a  list  of  Instm- 
ments.  Bandages,  and  Medicines,  necessary  for  each  Regi- 
ment, but  shall  at  first  leisure.  I  have  given  directions  in 
what  manner  the  Hospital  Surgeons  are  to  assist  the  Regi- 
mental Surgeons  at  Roxbury,  and  would  beg  a  few  minutes' 
conference  with  his  Excellency  General  Washington  on  the 
same  subject  in  respect  to  Cambridge. 

March  3,  1776.  John  Morgan. 


A  Return  of  the  Surgeons  and  Mates  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Sullivan's  Brigade,  examined  agreeable  to  Orders, 

IfC. 

Isaac  Spafford,  Surgeon,  of  Colonel  Nixon's,  approved. 

Caleb  G.  Adams,  Surgeon,  of  Colonel  Poor's,  approved, 
but  means  to  quit  his  place. 

Mr.  Green,  of ,  Mr.  Goss,  of  Stark's,  both  sick ; 

therefore,  not  yet  examined. 

Mr.  Parker  and  Nathaniel  Breed,  Mates,  approved. 

Nathaniel  Bumajp,  Mate,  not  qualified. 


General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq., 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief;  Head- (Quarters  at  Cambridge,  March  2,  1776. 


regiments. 


1.  Riflemen 

2.  Colonel  Reed's 

3.  Colonel  Learned's...., 

4.  Colonel  Nixon's 

5.  Colonel  Stark's 

6.  Colonel  Whitcomb's.., 

7.  Colonel  Prescott's. . . . 

8.  Colonel  Poor's 

9.  Colonel  Varnum's... ., 

10.  Colonel  Parsons's 

11.  Colonel  Hitchcock's.. 

12.  Colonel  Little's , 

13.  Colonel  Reed's 

14.  Colonel  Glover's , 

15.  Colonel  Paterson's 

16.  Colonel  Sargent's. . . . 

17.  Colonel  Huntington's. 

18.  Colonel  Phinney's.... 

19.  Colonel  Webb's 

•iO.  Colonel  Arnold's 

21.  Colonel  Ward's. 

22.  Colonel  Wvllys's 

•23.  Colonel  Bailey's 

24.  Colonel  Greaton's. . . . 

25.  Colonel  Bond's , 

26.  Colonel  Baldwin's 

27.  Colonel  Hutchinson's. 


OFFICERS  PRESENT. 


Commis.sioned. 


Total 

Total  of  Militia. 


Total... 


Staff. 


•23523r) 


76 
■254 


22 


CS 


36 


Non-com- 
missioned. 


39 
23 

29 
20 
23 
23 
20 
23 
27 
28 
30 
27 
28 

30 
15 
30 
21 
30 
32 
30 
27 
32 
21 
26 
30 
30 


11 
14 
16 
11 
11 
12 
14 
16 
16 
16 
13 
11 
16 

16 
13 
16 
15 
14 
13 
14 
15 
16 
16 
14 
13 
13 


RANK  AND  FILE. 


Wanting  to 
complete 


a. 


34 


694 
319 


365 
143 


1013  I  508 


591 
3-Jl 
386 
315 
312 
2(i0 
313 
334 
29^: 
426 
29, 
354 
399 

288 
209 
356 

399 

325 

396 

33t; 

42 

269 

393 

417 

452 


m 


9,170 
4,970 


80 
70 
83 
62 
42 
74 
54 
106 
26 
47 
40 
47 
76 

80 
70 
93 
112 
66 
57 
68 
84 
48 
61 
49 
61 
73 


48 
11 
64 
55 
13 
21 
16 
46 
52 
35 
10 
65 
60 
273 
23 
136 
49 

4 
41 
42 
15 
68 
62 

7 
15 

7 
59 


1, 7^23  ;27(;'l,298 
675  91  276 


14,1402,398  1367  1,574 


49 


750 

407 

539 

447 

379 

359 

402 

512 

377 

509 

348 

476 

53 

273 

413 

428 

498 

413 

513 

444 

485 

495 

550 

359 

475 

498 

624 


12,510 
6,018 


18,528 


43 


233 
101 
193 
261 
281 
238 
12c 
263 
131 

29.; 

164 
103 
367 
227 
212 
142 
227 
127 
196 
155 
145 

90 
281 
165 
142 

16 


4,880 
487 


5,36: 


Since  last 
Return. 


120  18 


120125 


16 


14 


Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
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General  Return  of  the  Regiments  of  Militia  of  the  Province  0/ Massachusetts-Bay,  in  the  service  0/ <Ae  United 

Colonies;  Head- (^barters  at  Cambridge,  March  3.  1776. 


REGIMENTS. 


Colonel  Waldron's... 
Colonel  FrBDch's. ... 
Colonel  Wolcoti's... 
Colonel  Wadsworth's, 
Colonel  Whilney's.. ., 
Colonel  L.  Robinson's 

Colonel  Gary's , 

Colonel  Smith's , 

Colonel  J.  Robin?on'.s, 
Colonel  Douglass's... 

Total 


OFFICERa  PRESENT. 


Commissioned. 


O 


10   9I0  83R2  75  76  510  10  10   9319 


Staff. 


^ 


Non-com- 
missionfd. 


h 


13 

16 
15 
14 
16 
13 
20 
9 
II 
16 


RANK  AND  FILE. 


547 
555 
467 
418 
50! 
467 
654 
463 
4-29 
437 


143   4,970   675  91    276     6    6,018 


Wanting  to 
complete. 


655 

695 

57S 

548 

617 

555 

749 

51 

499 

610 


67 
92 
23 
85 

123 

67 
30 


Since  last  re- 
turn. 


14  487     -     7    10 


Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 


Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies,  commanded  by  Henry  Knox,  Esq., 
March  3,  1776. 
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Q. 
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3 
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5 

■■J 

-I 
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o 

U 

Li. 

J} 

o 

< 

a 

'M 

m 

w 

M 

CD 

a 

^ 

H 

Present,  fit  for  dtiiy 

1 

2 

1 

10 

12 

10 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

30 

29 

51 

50 

18 

318 

563 

Sick,  present 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

9 

4 

. 

19 

42 

Sick,  absent 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

. 

- 

- 

. 

. 

1 

- 

2 

_ 

9 

12 

On  command 

- 

. 

. 

1 

. 

. 

. 

. 

- 

- 

. 

1 

1 

2 

. 

- 

13 

18 

On  furlough 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

1 

2 

1 

12 

12 

12 

li 

I 

1 

1 

J_ 

33 

33|62 

62 

18 

359 

635 

One  Cadet,  exclusive  of  the  above. 
One  deserted  since  last  Return. 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 


colonel     MOREY    to     NEW-HAMPSHIRE     COMMITTEE     OF 

safety. 

Orford,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  to  infonn  you  that  many  difficulties 
have  arisen  since  I  left  you,  about  raising  this  regiment  of 
Colonel  RedeTs — ^too  many  to  mention  at  present.  I  shall 
only  say  that  many  independent  companies  have  inlisted, 
which  has  occasioned  the  long  delay  of  the  companies,  both 
here  and  Colonel  Wait's  party.  Some  recruiting  officers 
from  Colonel  Warner's  party  have  inlisted  a  considerable 
number  of  fine  men  ;  they  had  the  money  to  pay  down  forty 
shillings  bounty,  only  for  about  three  months'  service,  which 
was  much  easier  than  to  get  men  for  one  year.  I  am  also 
to  infonn  you  that  Captain  Town,  who  told  you  and  Colo- 
nel Redel  that  he  had  his  men  all  ready,  has  wholly  failed, 
and  taken  sixteen  pounds,  (that  is,  two  months'  advance 
pay  to  himself,)  as  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Rlanchard 
will  inform,  &tc. 

Great  difficulty  on  account  of  the  want  of  guns,  of  which  I 
have  been  obliged  to  buy  many;  and  more  must  be  bought, 
or  they  will  be  obliged  to  go  without,  which  I  should  think 
would  by  no  means  do,  although  there  were  some  few  guns 
there  last  fall.  By  what  I  can  learn,  they  will  be  taken  up 
before  our  men  can  get  to  Canada.  There  is  a  regiment  of 
Canadians  raising  in  Canada.  I  find  with  the  money  I 
can  buy  about  one  hundred  very  good  guns,  which  will  cost 
nigh  a  thousand  dollars.  I  have  likewise  to  inform  you  that 
1  have  purchased,  by  Colonel  BedeVs  order,  about  seventy 
pounds'  wortii  of  medicines  for  the  regiment.  I  have  like- 
wise a  bill  of  Doctor  Crane's  for  medicine,  that  Doctor 
Barker  had  for  Colonel  BedeVs  Regiment  last  year,  about 
twenty  pounds,  to  pay ;  all  which  I  shall  lay  before  you, 


Sic,  as  soon  as  may  be.  I  am  ordered  to  provide  two 
horses  and  a  sleigh  to  carry  the  medicines  to  Canada.  I 
am  further  to  inform  you  that  it  is  impossible  ever  to  march 
the  company  without  some  advance  pay,  clothing,  &,c.  I 
wish,  gentlemen,  I  was  master  of  words  sufficient  to  de- 
scribe the  wants  of  the  men  to  fix  themselves  for  a  long  and 
tedious  march,  and  to  leave  a  small  matter  for  the  support  of 
their  families,  while  absent.  I  fully  expect  I  shall  want 
about  two  thousand  dollars  more  before  the  regiment  can  be 
completed,  for  guns,  &.c.  Lieutenants  Grant  and  Thurbur 
marched  off  last  week  with  a  party  of  forty-four  men,  be- 
longing to  Captains  Grant  and  Everett's  companies.  About 
forty  more  march  to-morrow,  and  about  as  many  now. 
None  yet  fi-om  Captain  Osgood's  company.  All  this  way 
to  march  next  week.  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  down  for 
more  money  before  the  whole  can  complete  their  march, 
unless  you  think  to  send  me  a  sum  of  money  by  some  safe 
hand.  I  can  assure  you  that  no  man  has  yet  waited  one 
hour  for  any  business  on  my  part,  and  I  am  fully  determmed 
they  shall  not.  I  have  been  careful  to  keep  everything  on 
my  part  ready.  Nothing  shall  be  wanting  that  is  in  my 
power  to  provide.  All  the  guns  that  were  brought  I 
have  got  appraised,  and  what  guns  I  have  purchased,  by 
them  that  are  good  judges  of  guns,  he.  Money  answers  all 
things :  if  that  be  wanting,  the  voyage  must  of  consequence 
fail. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Israel  Morey. 

To  the  Hon.  Meshech  Weare,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hampshire. 

P.  S.  Since  I  began  the  letter,  Colonel  Bedel  came  to 
Orford,  and  has  wrote  you  on  the  affair,  &c.  Major  James 
Richardson,  or  Colonel  William  Simpson,  will  wait  upon 
you  with  this  express,  and  wait  your  orders.  You  will 
please  to  take  notice  that  the  footing  of  Doctor  Crane's 
bill  for  medicines  last  year  is,       -     -     -     -  £19     2s.  Id. 

This  year,     -- 63  15    8 

Doctor  Anbury's  bill  for  medicine,    -     -     -        8  10    0 
A  case  of  capital  instruments  will  cost  fifty 

dollars  at  Hanover,  -------      1500 

Doctor  Barker's  account,       -----      14     86 

Sleigh  and  two  horses,       ------      24     00 

Cash  taken  by  Captain  Toum,    ----      1600 

One  hundred  guns  will  cost  about,    -     -     -    300     0    0 
To  be  advanced  to  Colonel  Bedel,  -     -     -    300     0    0 


£760  16    3 


You  will  observe  that  I  have  not  had  any  money  advanced 
on  account  of  the  above.  You  will  likewise  remember  that 
the  Committee  of  Safety  are  empowered  to  do  what  is  need- 
ful on  account  of  forwarding  this  regiment.  And  further,  be 
glad  of  your  opinion  of  Doctor  Crane's  bill,  &c.,  as  I  am 
not  a  judge  of  such  affairs.  I.  M. 
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LACHLAN    MCINTOSH    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 
■■■  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  March  8,  1776. 

Sfa:  I  (lid  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  16th  ult.,  which,  for  want  of  conveyance,  lies  here 
still,  as  our  Continental  ])ost  is  not  well  regulated  this  length 
yet.  It  is  hardly  worth  troubling  you  with  any  report  of 
our  battalion,  as  I  have  heard  frani  very  few  of  our  recruit- 
ing oflicers,  and  we  ha\-c  only  betw  een  twenty  and  thirty 
men  of  them  in  town ;  but  the  transactions  here  since  that 
time  may  deserve  some  notice.  The  men-of-war  at  Tijbec, 
though  still  giving  out  they  had  no  hostile  intentions  against 
this  Colony,  were  encouraging  our  slaves  to  desert  to  them, 
pilfering  our  Sea-Islands  for  provisions,  and  our  Governour 
broke  his  parole  of  honour,  and  went  privately  in  the  night 
with  his  family  aboard  the  Scarborough,  Captain  Barclay, 
which  gave  us  every  reason  to  expect  they  meant  to  land 
at  or  near  the  town,  destroy  it,  and  carry  off  about  twenty 
sail  of  shipping  lying  in  the  river,  having,  among  other  ar- 
ticles, near  three  thousand  tierces  of  rice  on  board. 

Between  three  and  four  hundred  of  our  own  Militia,  and  one 
hundred  from  South- Carolina,  were  all  that  could  be  got  to 
defend  an  open,  straggling,  defenceless,  and  deserted  town, 
with  numberless  avenues  leading  to  it,  and  those  men  under 
no  control  or  command  whatsoever ;  and,  to  add  to  the  an- 
archy and  confusion  we  were  in,  our  Council  of  Safety  had 
not  met  for  some  time,  having  differed  about  the  meaning  of 
a  resolve  of  tlie  Continental  Congress  respecting  the  ships 
sailing  the  1st  of  March.  In  this  desperate  state  of  affairs, 
I  ventured  to  take  the  command  of  the  Militia,  lest  the  Co- 
lony should  be  tamely  given  up,  though,  I  must  acknow- 
ledge, with  some  reluctance  ;  and,  after  examining  very  par- 
ticularly, as  I  was  unacquainted,  around  the  town,  I  placed 
guards  ever)'where  the  enemy  could  land,  and  ambushes  in 
tlie  different  roads  leading  to  it,  which  made  the  duty  very 
severe,  and  reduced  our  number  in  town  greatly.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Cherokee,  the  two  transpoits,  the  armed 
vessels  and  boats,  came  up  the  river  within  two  and  a  half 
miles  of  town,  near  where  we  sunk  a  hulk  in  the  channel  of 
the  river,  and  opposite  to  Brewton's  plantation,  where  I 
placed  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Bullock,  expecting  they  would  attempt 
to  land  there.  The  enemy  were  parading  with  their  boats 
for  several  days  within  gunshot  of  our  sentinels,  who,  though 
they  were  ordered  not  to  fire  unless  they  were  fired  upon 
first,  or  they  attempted  to  land,  gave  them  several  shot, 
but  were  not  returned. 

Our  Council  of  Safety  were  got  together,  and  resolved 
the  shipping  should  not  sail,  and  ordered  they  should  be 
unrigged.  The  evening  of  the  2d  of  March,  one  of  the 
transport  ships,  (the  Schooner  Hinchinbrook,)  and  Sloop  St. 
John,  of  eight  or  ten  guns  each,  with  some  boats,  sailed  in 
our  sight  up  the  JVortA  River,  back  of  Hutchinson's  Island, 
lying  opposite  to  the  Town  of  Savannah,  but  so  far  off  diat 
a  little  battery  we  had  below  the  town,  which  played  upon 
them,  could  do  no  damage  to  them.  Expecting  the  enemy 
intended  coming  round  Hutchinson's  Island,  and  down  the 
south  side  of  it,  to  make  tlieir  landing  good  at  Yamacraw, 
(a  village  three  or  four  hundred  yards  above  the  town,)  I 
had  three  four-pounders  carried  there,  a  little  battery  erected 
in  haste,  and  threw  up  intrenchments,  and  withdrew  part  of 
the  guard  at  Brewton's,  widiout  weakening  too  much,  or 
withdrawing  any  of  our  ambushes  on  that  side,  lest  it  might 
be  a  feint  to  deceive  us.  About  the  middle  of  the  sajne 
night  (as  we  were  afterwards  informed)  the  Commodore, 
Barclay,  and  Majors  Grant  and  Maitland,  with  about  three 
hundred  men,  as  it  was  said,  landed  on  the  back  of  Htit- 
chinson's  Island,  with  some  howitzers  and  field-pieces,  and, 
with  the  assistance  and  contrivance  of  all  our  own  seafaring 
people,  and  many  from  the  town,  crossed  the  Island  and 
hid  themselves  aboard  of  our  merchant  ships,  which  were 
prewously  hauled  close  to  the  Island,  a  little  above  our  bat- 
tery at  Yamacraw,  for  that  purpose.  Eariy  on  Sunday, 
the  .3d,  the  two  anned  vessels,  intending  to  cover  the  ene- 
my's landing,  had  come  round  the  Island,  and,  coming 
down  on  the  south  side,  were  attacked  by  parties  of  riflere 
ordered  for  that  purpose,  and  kept  smartly  engaged  on  both 
sides  most  of  the  day,  until  they  lost  the  tide  and  got 
aground  ;  while  two  sailors,  (Americans,)  at  the  risk  of  tlieir 
lives,  stole  ashore  and  informed  me  the  enemy  w  ere  hid  on 
board  our  merchantmen,  and  had  taken  Josep/t  Rice  prison- 
er, who  was  employed  to  unrig  them  that  morning.     To 


confirm  this  intelligence,  Messrs.  Demure  and  Roberts  were 
ordered  to  go  only  alongside  the  vessels,  and,  without  arms, 
to  demand  our  fellow-citizen,  Mr.  Rice ;  but,  to  our  aston- 
ishment, they  were  also  forced  on  board  and  kept,  which 
convinced  us  our  infonnation  was  true ;  and  immediately 
our  little  battery  of  three  guns  began  to  play  upon  them, 
which  they  returned,  and  was  continued  very  smartly  with 
ball,  langrage,  and  small-arms,  from  both  sides  for  several 
hours.  Our  men  were  inflamed,  particularly  at  our  own 
people  who  had  treacherously  joined  the  enemy  against 
us,  and  were  eager  to  board  them ;  but  we  had  neither 
boats,  sailors,  or  anns,  proper  for  the  attempt,  and  the  oars 
of  the  few  boats  we  had  were  previously  stolen  away. 
The  general  cry  then  was,  to  set  all  the  shipping  on  fire  ;  in 
attempting  of  w  hich,  many  of  our  people  showed  great  reso- 
lution and  bravery  ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  first  ship  set 
fire  to,  (valued  at  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling,)  w  as  so' 
large  that  she  grounded  before  she  got  up  to  the  others. 
Afterwards  a  sloop  was  fired,  which  burned  two  others, 
while  the  rest  were  cutting  away,  amidst  the  shot  of  our 
rifles  and  langrage,  and  slipping  higher  up  the  river,  out  of 
our  reach,  with  the  last  of  the  flood.  In  the  mean  time, 
many  of  the  soldiers  hastily  landed  on  the  Island,  in  great 
confusion,  running  in  the  marsh  in  a  laughable  manner,  for 
fear  of  our  rifles,  though  far  past  their  reach,  until  they  got 
aboard  a  tire  of  shijis  higher  up  the  river,  and  out  of  the 
reach  of  our  guns,  near  the  armed  vessels.  In  this  manner 
ten  sail  of  our  vessels  went  along  with  the  enemy  round  the 
upper  end  of  the  Island  (a  channel  never  known  before) 
with  sixteen  hundred  barrels  of  rice,  with  the  utmost  anxiety 
and  fear. 

After  being  foiled  in  their  scheme  upon  the  town,  the 
Commodore  and  Majors  eagerly  and  repeatedly  solicited  a 
cessation  of  hostilities,  for  which  they  promised  immediately 
to  repair  to  Tybee,  and  not  molest  us  again  ;  which  was  at 
length  granted  them  with  seeming  difficulty,  diough  the 
truth  was,  we  had  no  means  of  annoying  them  by  water. 
The  rest  of  die  shipping  we  hauled  close  to  the  wharves, 
confined  some  of  their  Captains  for  acting  against  us,  with 
our  Chief-Justice  and  some  Counsellors,  until  they  released 
our  fellow-citizens,  Demere,  Roberts,  and  Rice,  and  send 
them  up  from  Tybee,  where  our  enemies  are  all  now  gone. 
Whether  they  intend  to  try  us  again  or  not,  I  am  not  able 
to  inform  your  Excellency.  In  this,  I  think,  they  ratlier 
lost,  than  gained  any  reputation,  and  have  done  us  great 
honour,  by  being  the  second  Province  on  the  Condnent 
which  they  attacked,  and  were  shamefully  foiled.  We  had, 
in  all  our  difierent  engagements,  but  two  white  men  and  one 
Indian  wounded  slighdy.  They  must  have  many  bodi  killed 
and  wounded,  diough  they  acknowledge  but  six.  Several 
were  seen  to  fall. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,     . 

Lachlan  McIntosh. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esquire,  Captain- 
General  and  Commander-m-Chief  of  all  die  Continental 
Forces  in  America. 

P.  S.  The  ships-of-war  have  taken  all  the  rice  (sixteen 
hundred  ban-els)  out  of  the  merchantmen  that  so  treacher- 
ously went  down  with  them,  and  put  it  aboard  their  two 
transport  ships,  without  paying  a  farthing  for  it.  They 
claim  one-eighth  for  "  wresting  diem  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Rebels,"  as  the  Commodore's  certificate  expresses  it ;  but  I 
doubt  they  will  keep  the  odier  seven-eighths  also. 

L.  McI. 


Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  March  8,  1776. 

Yesterday  thirty-two  Members  of  the  Assembly  met  at 
die  Capitol,  pui-suant  to  adjournment ;  which  not  being  a 
sufficient  number  to  proceed  on  business,  and  no  Repre- 
sentative of  the  King  appearing,  they  thought  proper  farther 
to  adjourn  to  the  first  Thursday  in  May  next,  when  that 
honourable  body  will  meet,  as  w  ell  as  the  General  Conven- 
tion, for  the  discussion  of  sundry  important  matters  tending 
to  the  safety  and  well-being  of  the  Colony,  and  of  America 
in  general. 

At  this  time  the  saltpetre  works  at  Warwick,  Peiersburgh, 
and  Blandford,  produce  foil  two  hundred  w  eight  per  day ; 
and  two  other  works  now  erecting  on  James-River  will  in- 
crease the  quantity  to  upwards  of  thi-ee  hundred  and  fifty 
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weight  per  day.  A  powder-mill  is  also  erecting,  which, 
when  completed,  will  amply  supply  this  Colony  with  that 
necessary  article. 


AMELIA    COUNTr    (vIKGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  held  for  Amelia  County,  March  8,  1776 : 
This  Committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  distressed 
situation  of  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  lower  Counties, 
who  have  been  reduced  to  the  real  want  of  every  necessary 
of  life  by  the  cruel  hand  of  oppression,  think  it  their  indis- 
pensable duty  to  repeat  their  oilers  of  friendship  and  assist- 
ance to  as  many  of  the  friends  to  American  liberty  as  may 
think  proper  to  come  and  reside  among  us ;  and  for  our- 
selves, and  for  our  constituents,  we  do  assure  all  such  that 
we  will  contribute  everything  in  our  power  to  make  their 
residence  agreeable. 

Resolved,  That  these  Proceedings  be  published  in  the 


Virginia  Gazette. 


John  Bookeh,  Jun.,  Clerk. 


Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  Marcii  8,  1776. 

In  this  enlightened  age,  whoever  shall  go  about  to  im- 
pose shadows  on  mankind  for  substances,  and  names  for 
things,  must  be  something  else  than  modest,  and  have  other 
views  than  those  of  fairness  and  honesty.  The  present 
Ministry,  notorious  as  they  have  rendered  themselves  for 
their  attachment  to  those  arbitrary  principles  in  Govern- 
ment, in  opposition  to  which  our  glorious  ancestors  fought, 
bled,  and  died,  and  by  whose  spirit  and  wisdom  the  liberty 
we  enjoy  has  been  rescued  from  former  British  tyrants ;  tliese 
Ministers,  after  repeatedly  rejecting,  with  disdain,  the  most 
modest  and  pressing  applications  from  every  Assembly  on 
the  Continent  for  redress  of  intolerable  grievances;  after 
having  vainly  endeavoured,  by  force  of  arms,  to  enslave 
North  America  ;  expect  now  to  effect,  by  fraud  and  division, 
what  their  acts  and  their  arms  have  felled  to  accomplish. 
But  let  us,  my  countrymen,  be  on  our  guard  against  their 
delusive  arts  ;  let  us  continue  to  pursue  that  manly,  sensible, 
and  united  conduct,  which  has  hitherto  baffled  our  insi- 
dious enemies,  and  which,  persevered  in,  must  finally  ac- 
complish the  political  salvation  of  America.  The  Ministry 
say  they  will  not  treat  with  the  General  Congress,  because 
they  are  an  illegal  body.  If  that  great  luminary  of  law, 
Lord  Coke,  be  right  when  he  says,  in  the  first  part  of  his 
Institutes,  "  nothing  that  is  contrary  to  reason  is  lawful,"  the 
converse  of  the  proposition  must  also  be  true,  that  nothing 
can  be  unlawful  that  is  reasonable.  The  appointment  of  a 
General  Congress  being  founded  on  reason,  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  illegal ;  and  this  we  shall  find  established,  as  well 
by  the  principles  of  just  reasoning,  as  by  the  practice  of  our 
ancestors.  It  is  agreed,  by  the  best  writers,  that  the  end 
of  Government  is  the  security  of  property  and  personal  li- 
berty ;  that  Kings  and  Govemours  being  appointed  by  the 
people  for  these  purposes,  if  they  forfeit  their  trust  by  at- 
tempting the  ruin  both  of  property  and  publick  liberty,  the 
Government  is  at  an  end,  and  power  reverts  to  the  people 
who  gave  it.  The  illustrious  Locke,  and  the  glorious  Revo- 
lution, incontestably  established  these  principles  ;  and  the 
Government  of  England  is  now  agreed  to  be  founded  on 
resistance  to  arbitrary  sway.  Let  us  apply  this  doctrine  to 
North  America,  and  we  shall  find  that,  for  a  series  of  twelve 
years,  the  property  and  liberty  of  every  person  here  has 
been  invaded  by  a  variety  of  acts  of  Parliament,  and  pro- 
ceedings of  Government,  for  taxing  us  without  our  consent ; 
for  depriving  us  of  trial  by  jury,  in  cases  of  both  life  and 
property ;  for  transporting  us  to  England  to  be  tried  for 
supposed  offences  committed  here ;  for  greatly  extending 
the  limits  of  one  of  the  Provinces,  and  establishing  an  arbi- 
trary Government  therein ;  and,  finally,  by  attempting  to 
enforce  these  destructive  measures  by  the  sword,  contrary 
to  the  plainest  principles  of  the  Constitution,  of  justice,  of 
compact,  and  the  usage  of  an  hundred  and  sixty  years,  or 
the  first  settlement  of  North  America  by  Englishmen ;  and 
in  utter  neglect  and  contempt  of  repeated  modest  petitions 
from  every  House  of  Assembly  on  this  Continent.  So 
atrocious  an  abuse  of  power,  aiming  at  the  ruin  of  more 
than  three  millions  of  people  now  existing,  and  the  many 
more  millions  that  are  involved  in  future  generations,  justi- 
fied the  people  of  North  America,  upon  the  best  established 


maxims  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  adoption  of  such  mea- 
sures as  were  fitted  to  insure  the  publick  safety,  and  secure 
the  end  of  all  Govemment.  A  Congress  was  therefore  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  Delegates  from  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  in  every  Colony,  that,  by  a  union  of  their  coun- 
cils and  strength,  the  common  safety  might  be  effectually 
obtained.  Those  who  deny  this  proceeding  to  be  legal,  do 
plainly  deny  the  legality  of  the  Revolution,  and  that  title 
by  which  the  King  of  England  now  holds  his  crown ;  for 
when  the  people  of  England  were  abused  by  similar  exer- 
tions of  despotick  power,  they  assembled,  by  their  Repre- 
sentatives, in  1688,  not  in  Parliament,  but  in  Convention, 
(or  Congress,  if  you  will,)  and  determined  to  banish  die 
tyrant  Stuart  from  the  throne,  and  place  thereon  our  glo- 
rious deliverer.  King  ffiUiam,  in  succession  to  whom  the 
present  King  now  sways  the  sceptre  of  that  country. 

Thus  you  see,  my  countrymen,  the  appointment  of  a 
Congress  is  founded  in  reason,  self-preservation,  and  the 
practice  of  England ;  but  the  present  Tory  Ministry,  and 
their  secret  directors,  object  to  this  proceeding,  not  only  be- 
cause it  is  agreeable  to  the  purest  principles  of  liberty  and 
the  Revolution — ^both  which  they  detest — but  because  the 
Congress,  by  their  wise,  spirited  councils  and  conduct,  have 
effectually  baffled  the  Cabinet  scheme  for  enslaving  Ame- 
rica. When  Lord  North  proposed  his  clumsy  plan  of  ac- 
commodation last  winter,  he  declared,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  his  design  to  conquer  by  dividing  us ;  and,  after 
an  open  declaration  of  his  purpose,  the  Govemours  were 
directed  to  propose  it  to  the  different  Assemblies.  But 
America  disdained  the  vulgar  artifice,  and  referred  him  to 
that  body  (the  General  Congress)  in  which  the  Councils 
of  America  were  centred,  and  which  had  already  conducted 
the  general  business  to  general  satisfaction.  It  must  be  evi- 
dent to  every  thinking  man,  that  if  thirteen  different  treaties 
are  set  up,  hopes,  rewards,  terrors,  and  all  the  infinite  ma- 
chinery of  undue  influence,  may,  and  will  be  practised  in 
negotiation,  to  set  the  different  Colonies  at  variance,  and 
thus,  by  division,  to  conquer  and  ruin  America.  It  is  very 
remarkable,  that  the  only  two  Colonies  (New-York  and 
New-Jersey)  that  caught  at  the  Ministerial  bait  of  separate 
Assembly  application,  after  the  rising  of  Congress  in  1774, 
had  their  petitions  most  contemptuously  rejected ;  thus  de- 
servedly meeting  that  fate  which  will  constantly  attend 
departure  from  a  wise,  firm,  and  united  conduct.  These 
instances,  together  with  the  present  proceeding  of  Adminis- 
tration, prove  incontestably  that  they  mean  to  disunite  us, 
and  nothing  else.  The  General  Congress,  in  tlieir  declara- 
tion of  last  summer,  most  solemnly  declare :  "  For  the  pro- 
tecti(Jn  of  our  property,  acquired  solely  by  the  honest  in- 
dustry of  our  forefathers  and  ourselves,  against  violence 
actually  offered,  we  have  taken  up  arms.  We  shall  lay 
them  down  when  hostilities  shall  cease  on  the  part  of  the 
aggressors,  and  all  danger  of  their  beuig  renewed  shall  be 
removed,  and  not  before."  If  the  Ministry  mean  peace,  why 
do  they  not  accept  this  offer,  and  recall  their  fleets  and 
annies?  Yet  you  find  they  are  increasing  both  in  every 
part  of  North  America.  More  ships-of-war  and  soldiers 
come,  and  are  coming !  We  must,  therefore,  give  up  every 
claim  to  policy  or  prudence,  if  we  doubt  a  moment  of  their 
design  to  push  the  war  against  us,  under  the  fallacious  guise 
of  a  treaty.  If  they  had  the  smallest  pretensions  to  sin- 
cerity or  decency,  would  they  offer  a  brave  and  free  peo- 
ple terms  of  accommodation  at  the  points  of  bayonets  ? 
Would  they,  after  cmelly  injuring  and  abusing  us  beyond 
the  example  of  former  times,  insultingly  commission  per- 
sons to  receive  our  submissions  and  repentance  for  defend- 
ing rights  which  God,  reason,  and  compact  had  given  us  ? 
Would  they  content  themselves  with  repealing  two  or  tliree 
acts  only  of  those  numerdUs  statutes  with  which  thw  have 
afflicted  us,  still  retaining  die  principle  with  die  acts  for  tax- 
ing us  without  our  consent  ?  No,  my  countrymen,  believe 
me ;  and  observe  what  the  great  patriot.  Lord  Chatham, 
thought,  when  he  proposed  to  mark  sincerity  by  a  removal 
of  fleets  and  armies  from  North  America,  and  by  the  repeal 
of  all  the  obnoxious  acts.  Until  you  see  this  done,  there 
will  be  no  sincerity  in  the  proffered  treaty.  The  design  is 
evidendy  to  divide,  in  the  firet  place ;  and,  in  the  second,  to 
gain  time  for  levying  and  transporting  armies  for  our  subju- 
gation ;  whilst,  under  the  delusive  prospect  of  accommoda- 
tion, their  forces  now  here  are  suffered  to  remain  unmolested, 
to  be  inured  to  the  cUmate,  and  tlie  timely,  vigorous  efforts 
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of  America  delayed  and  frustrated.  Wlien,  therefore,  they 
offer  to  treat  with  Assemblies  separately,  refer  them  to  tlie 
General  Congress ;  and,  in  tlie  mean  time,  press  the  war 
with  manly  vigour  and  perseverance  so  long  as  hostile  armies 
remain  in  your  countiy  ;  and  hostile  they  must  be  if  they 
remain  at  all.  Common  sense,  common  safety,  honour,  and 
the  interest  of  the  present  and  future  generations,  all  loudly 
call  on  you  thus  to  act ;  for  if  the  Ministry  are  in  earnest 
for  restoring  peace  and  doing  justice,  the  united  voice  of 
America,  in  Congress,  will  most  certainly  and  cordially 
embrace  the  offer.  g^^^^^^^ 


ASjEXXSDER  WICKHAM  to   MARYLAND  COUNCIL   OF   SAFETY. 
Annapolis  Guard-House,  March  8,  1776. 

Centlemen:  I  am  confined  (as  I  undei-stand)  by  your 
order.  Should  be  glad  to  know  wliat  charge  against  me,  as 
I  am  ready  to  answer.  I  have  business  of  some  conse- 
quence to  do  at  Marlborough ;  therefore,  if  convenient  to 
you,  would  take  my  trial  this  afternoon.  I  apprehend  that 
in  all  criminal  cases  the  culprit  is  so  far  indulged  as  to  have 
a  copy  of  the  charge  against  him,  and  his  accusers  face  to 
face. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble 

^'^"^'  Alexander  Wickham. 

To  the  Honourable  Members  of  tlie  Council  of  Safety  of 
Maryland. 

JOHN    A.   THOMAS    TO   MABYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Leonardtown,  Marcli  8,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  On  Tuesday  last,  in  the  afternoon,  I  re- 
ceived advice  that  three  armed  vessels  were  in,  and  near, 
the  Paiuxent;  that  one  of  them  had  taken  a  vessel  laden 
with  flour,  bound  to  Casco-Bay.  On  the  above  notice  (as 
soon  as  it  was  possible)  we  marched  down  to  the  mouth  of 
tlie  Patwcent ;  but  before  we  could  do  anything  we  were 
obliged  to  boiTOw  all  the  arms  from  one  company  of  the 
Militia,  and  those  but  very  indifferent — indeed,  so  bad  that  it 
would  be  cruel  to  set  men  to  work  with  them.  The  com- 
pany from  whom  I  borrowed  the  arms  are  at  this  moment 
in  the  greatest  want  of  them,  as  we  have  certain  intelli- 
gence of  a  man-of-war  (a  large  armed  sloop)  being  at  this 
time  riding  in  Potomack.  The  Militia  are,  through  this 
County,  in  a  most  defenceless  state ;  and  my  company,  if 
possible,  in  a  much  worse  one.  I  have  therefore  sent  Mr. 
Steward  up  to  you  requesting  to  have  the  arms  allotted  for 
us.  If  you  have  them  not,  Mr.  Steward  says  he  can  pur- 
chase them.  Besides  the  anus,  we  want  more  ammunition ; 
and  it  is  impossible  to  do  anything  without  them.  This 
County  being  so  particularly  circumstanced,  I  entreat  you 
to  allow  Mr.  Steward  to  look  out  for  arms  for  us.  Under 
the  exigency  of  affairs  I  submit  it,  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  form  my  company  into  two,  and  make  them  sixty- 
eight  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  with  the  pro- 
per commissioned  officers.  If  you  should  approve  of  this 
arrangement,  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to 
your  notice  two  young  gendemen  who  have  entered  cadets 
into  my  company,  and  who  will  fill  (in  my  opinion)  very 
well  the  stations  of  Third  Lieutenants.  I  have  stationed 
half  my  company  at  the  mouth  of  Patuxent,  and  half  (as 
soon  as  quarters  can  be  got)  will  be  stationed  at  the  mouth 
of  Potomack ;  this  will  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Mr.  Ford 
to  provide  for  them.  I  have  therefore  contracted  for  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  pork  and  bread,  which  ^\^ll  serve  the 
men  on  Patuxent  a  month  or  more  ;  and  Mr.  Neal  goes  off 
directly  to  the  mouth  of  Potomack  to  get  provisions  and  quar- 
ters for  the  troops  there.  As  the  exigency  of  affairs  would  not 
permit  me  to  consult  you,  I  have,  in  every  step  that  I  have 
yet  taken,  consulted  the  principal  gendemen  of  the  place, 
who  have  unanimously  agreed  to  the  steps  that  I  have 
taken;  but  if  tliey  are  judged  by  you  to  be  improper,  I  beg 
to  be  immediately  advised,  and  you  may  rely  that  every 
order  from  you  shall  be  strictly  complied  with.  I  mentioned 
in  my  last  the  necessity  of  having  a  horse  for  expresses 
and  any  other  uses ;  I  now  see  the  necessity  more  than 
ever.  Tbe  hiring  of  horses  is  attended  w  ith  great  delay,  and 
frequently  not  to  be  got :  I  therefore  request  that  you  will 
let  me  purchase  one.  I  know  the  publick  will  be  advan- 
taged by  it.  I  also  mentioned  to  you  the  necessity  of 
having  two  drummers  and  fifeis.    Indeed,  little  can  be  done 


without  them.  I  beg  you  will  allow  Mr.  Steward  to  get 
them  at  any  rate.  If  purchased,  they  are  the  servants  of  the 
publick,  and  their  wages  (if  they  live)  will  soon  pay  for 
them,  though  times  are  such  that  I  hope  you  will  not  stand 
for  trifles.  Cartridge  paper  is  indispensably  necessary :  I 
beg  we  may  have  some.  Permit  nie  to  press  you  to  con- 
sider the  naked  situation  of  the  County,  and  to  request  that 
Mr.  Steward  may  be  allowed  to  look  out  for  anns,  &.c. 
The  money  you  ordered  me  is  all  expended,  and  the  peo- 
ple not  yet  supplied,  or  near  it,  with  clotlies  and  blankets. 
1  beg  you  will  send  me  a  sum  of  money  immediately : 
the  purchase  of  provisions,  clothes,  Stc,  exclusive  of  the 
money  already  received,  will  take  at  least  between  two  and 
three  hundred  pounds.  1  hope  I  may  not  be  stinted,  for  I 
have  but  little  cash  of  my  own ;  indeed,  what  I  had  has 
been  expended  in  the  service,  and  the  publick  is  now  con- 
siderably in  my  debt.  The  men  are  allowed  rum  and  mo- 
lasses, neither  of  which  articles  can  be  got  here.  I  wish 
some  method  could  be  Allien  upon  to  get  us  some.  If  you 
think  proper  to  form  two  companies,  I  hope  the  gentlemen 
now  in  my  company  will  not  be  overlooked ;  they  well 
deserve  your  notice,  and  the  two  young  gentlemen  cadets ; 
their  names  are  Robert  Chesley  and  Henry  Carbery.  For 
any  particulars,  Mr.  Steward  will  wait  on  you,  to  give  you 
any  necessary  information. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  A.  Thomas. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


CHARLES    CARROLL    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore  Town,  March  8,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  On  talking  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  Com 
mittee  of  Observation  for  this  town,  I  find  they  will  be 
much  in  want  of  provisions  for  the  men  now  here,  as  the 
Commissary  is  not  to  be  found.  They  have,  I  think,  made 
a  reasonable  agreement  to  have  tlie  men  supplied  with  vic- 
tuals, ready  dressed,  at  one  shilling  per  head.  At  their 
desire  I  sent  the  enclosed  letter  to  Colonel  Thomas  Dorsey. 
My  reason  for  sending  it  to  him  was  his  having  had  orders 
to  hold  his  men  in  readiness  from  the  Council ;  I  supposed, 
therefore,  they  would  be  prepared  to  march.  They  have 
here  about  three  thousand  pounds  of  powder ;  if  more  should 
be  wanting  I  shall  give^  them  an  order  for  some  on  Captain 
Gaither,  as  I  recollect  he  has  the  keeping  of  some  belong- 
ing to  the  Province.  There  was  an  immediate  want  of  a 
Surgeon  for  the  ship  Defence ;  neither  the  Surgeon  we  had 
thought  of  or  his  mate  being  here,  I  therefore  directed  Dr. 
Wiesenthall  to  appoint  Mr.  Coulter,  or  some  other,  and  to 
get  all  the  lint,  bandage,  &,c.,  he  could,  for  the  payment  of 
which  he  should  have  an  order. 

Brigadier  Buchanan  finds  himself  much  distressed  for 
want  of  Field-Officers.  As  there  is  an  immediate  necessity 
for  them,  he  would  be  glad  if  blank  commissions,  ready 
signed,  could  be  sent  up  for  one  battalion.  Think  of  it, 
and  if  it  can  be  done,  we  w  ill  pitch  on  proper  pereons  here. 
They  are  in  want  of  lead — about  fifteen  hundred  poimds  will 
do.  They  will  be  glad  if  you  will  despatch  a  cart  with  it 
to  Hammond's  Ferry.  They  would  be  glad  you  could 
spare  the  large  rifles. 

I  am,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, ,-1  ri 

'  Charles  Carroll. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

CHARLES  CARROLL  TO  COLONF.L  THOMAS  DORSEY. 

Ballimore  Town,  March  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  left  the  Council  of  Safety  yesterday  in  the  after- 
noon, after  the  man-of-war  and  her  tenders  had  passed  the 
mouth  of  our  river.  If  any  place  is  in  danger  of  an  imme- 
diate attack,  I  think  it  will  be  the  town  of  Baltimore ;  and, 
on  talking  with  their  Committee  of  Observation,  I  find  they 
have  men  enough,  but  they  are  very  badly  armed ;  I  think, 
therefore,  it  will  be  projier  that  you  march  your  battalion, 
or  all  the  companies  of  men  in  it  that  have  serviceable 
arms,  with  all  expedition  to  this  town,  unless  you  have 
express  directions  from  the  Council  of  Safety  to  go  with 
your  battalion  to  some  other  place.    They  will  confinn  this 


order  of  mine.     I  am,  &,c. 
To  Colonel  Thomas  Dorsey. 


Charles  Carroll. 
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MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CALVERT    COUNTY 
COMMITTEE. 
[No.  37.]  Annapolis,  March  8,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  approve  very  highly  your  conduct, 
and  the  spirited  behaviour  of  the  Mihtia.  The  man-of- 
war  and  tenders  are  past  this  harbour,  and,  we  appreliend, 
are  bound  to  Baltimore ;  but  as  there  is  no  determining 
precisely  their  destination,  and  as  possibly  they  may  return 
more  speedily  than  we  imagine,  and  attempt  a  landing  in 
your  County,  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  keep  up  a  con- 
stant guard  to  watch  your  coast.  We  thank  you  for  your 
information  relative  to  a  place  for  the  station  of  the  troops 
for  your  County,  and  request  you  will  immediately  provide 
the  houses  at  Drum-Point,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be 
necessary,  for  the  said  troops,  as  we  have  ordered  their 
station  there. 

We  are,  k,c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Calvert  County. 


TO    THE    people    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. LETTER    I. 

My  DEAR  Countrymen  :  The  wisdom  of  some  nations 
has  been  greatly  commended,  because  they  never  enacted 
any  new  law,  nor  suffered  any  innovation  in  their  ancient 
Constitutions,  without  first  proposing  the  matter  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  giving  them  a  full  opportunity  to  express  their  ap- 
probation or  dislike.  It  is  true,  we  have  never  come  up  to 
the  perfection  of  this  rule ;  yet  in  the  former  happy  days  of 
the  Province,  it  was  a  good  and  salutary  custom  among  us, 
freely  to  discuss  and  examine  all  publick  affairs,  in  conver- 
sation as  well  as  writing,  when  occasion  required.  And 
.  although  since  the  commencement  of  our  present  troubles, 
this  rule  could  not  always  be  observed,  yet  every  unneces- 
sary deviation  irom  it  has  but  added  to  the  affliction  of  many 
real  friends  o{  America. 

Grievous  as  the  least  restraint  upon  the  press  must  always 
be  to  a  people  entitled  to  freedom,  it  must  be  the  more  so, 
when  it  is  not  only  unwarranted  by  those  to  whom  they  have 
committed  the  care  of  their  liberties,  but  cannot  be  warrant- 
ed by  them,  consistent  witli  liberty  itself.  Nevertheless  we 
readily  submitted  to  it,  while  any  colourable  pretext  could 
be  offered  for  requiring  such  a  submission.  Nay,  we  have 
done  more — we  have  too  quietly  yielded  to  a  few  who  have 
been  claiming  one  power  after  another,  till  at  length,  en- 
couraged by  their  success,  and  prostituting  the  cry  of  pub- 
lick  necessity  to  cloak  an  ambition  which  needs  as  much  to 
be  checked  in  the  lowest  as  the  highest,  they  have  now  the 
astonishing  boldness  to  aim  at  a  total  destruction  of  our 
charter  Constitution,  and  seizing  into  their  own  hands  our 
whole  domestick  police,  with  Legislative  as  well  as  Execu- 
tive authority. 

To  prepare  the  way  for  effecting  this  most  ruinous  de- 
sign, the  majesty  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  has  been 
grievously  wounded  in  the  persons  of  their  legal  Repre- 
sentatives, by  repeated  attempts  to  intimidate  them  in  the 
discharge  of  the  great  trust  committed  to  them  by  the  voice 
of  their  country,  and  the  most  scurrilous  misrepresentation 
of  patriotick  exertions,  which  have  not  been  exceeded  by 
any  other  body  upon  the  Continent. 

Since  the  press  is  at  length  become  so  free  that  such 
publications  are  thought  tolerable  on  one  side,  it  cannot  but 
be  judged  reasonable  that  it  should  be  equally  free  on  the 
other  side  also,  especially  where  charges  are  to  be  answer- 
ed and  innocence  defended.  At  all  risks  I  am  determined 
to  make  the  experiment,  and  to  offer  one  appeal  to  the  re- 
mainder of  our  ancient  virtue.  Nor  need  any  persons  be 
alarmed ;  for  an  indecent  or  angry  expression  shall  not  dis- 
honour my  pen,  nor  yet  a  single  sentiment,  which  is  not 
calculated  to  cement  all  parties  in  the  Province,  upon  safe 
and  popular  grounds,  more  firmly  than  ever,  in  executing 
the  resolves  of  Congress,  and  maintaining  American  liberty. 
So  far  as  our  Committees  confine  themselves  to  the  pur- 
poses of  their  appointment,  which  are  merely  executive  ;  so 
far  as  they  are  exerting  themselves  to  effect  what  is  well 
expressed  in  the  Evening  Post  of  last  Thursday,  to  have 
been  their  original  design,  viz:  "a  faithful  execution  of  the 
Association  entered  into  by  the  Continental  Congress,  re- 
lieving and  assisting  those  who  may  suffer  by  the  suspen- 
sion of  trade ;  promoting  reconciliation  upon  constitutional 
principles  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies ;  the 
encouraging  the  manufactory  of  such  articles  as  are  neces- 


sary for  our  existence,  clothing,  defence;  the  preventing 
manufacturers  or  venders  of  goods  and  merchandise  from 
selling  the  same  at  unusual  or  extravagant  profit ;"  and 
holding  up  transgressors  of  every  rank  to  publick  censure, 
without  fear  or  affection — so  far,  I  say,  they  ought  to  have 
the  thanks  of  their  country,  for  generously  bestowing  their 
time  and  attention  to  its  service,  and  ought  to  be  supported 
by  all  good  men.  In  this  view  they  deserve  the  greatest 
commendation  for  their  late  vigorous  endeavours  to  rescue 
their  injured  fellow-citizens  bom  the  avaricious  gripe  of  en- 
grossers and  forestallers. 

But  if,  instead  of  being  confined  to  such  purposes  as 
these,  any  individuals  of  our  Committees,  who,  I  trust,  will 
never  amount  to  a  majority,  should,  by  the  bait  of  power 
thrown  out  to  them  by  designing  men  of  this  or  any  other 
Province,  be  led  our  of  their  line,  to  interfere  in  matters 
foreign  to  their  appointment,  I  am  persuaded,  that  when 
they  seriously  consider  what  may  be  offered  on  this  head, 
they  will  perceive  that  such  a  conduct  (as  it  never  can  be 
submitted  to  by  the  people  of  this  Province)  would  give  a 
more  effectual  stab  to  our  domestick  harmony,  and  to  tlie 
publick  cause,  than  all  the  efforts  of  all  the  disaffected  per- 
sons in  America  can  give. 

T  * 

In  carrymg  on  our  great  controversy  with  England,  Penn- 
sylvania has  no  need  either  to  make  the  least  sacrifice  of  its 
Constitution,  nor  yet  to  yield  in  zeal  to  the  foremost  of  the 
Colonies.  It  has  been  our  singular  happiness  from  the  be- 
ginning, that  we  have  been  able  to  grant,  and  have  actually 
granted,  as  large  sums  for  the  common  service  as  any  of 
our  neighbours,  in  proportion  to  our  numbers ;  and  that 
these  grants  have  been  made  in  a  way  to  which  the  people 
were  accustomed,  and  to  which  they  have  given  their  sanc- 
tion, by  re-electing  the  same  men,  since  the  contest  with 
England  had  advanced  into  open  war ;  thereby  pledging 
themselves  to  submit  to  whatever  mode  may  be  adopted  by 
fiiture  Assemblies  for  sinking  the  immense  sums  with  which 
the  Province  is  charged,  as  well  as  signifying  the  fullest  ap- 
probation of  the  measures  which  have  been  concerted  for 
our  defence. 

This  great  privilege  which  we  enjoy,  of  giving  our  free 
unbiased  voice  annually  in  the  choice  of  an  Assembly, 
who,  from  that  moment,  by  charter,  become  a  constitutional 
body,  vested  with  the  authority  of  the  people,  and  can  meet 
when  they  please,  and  sit  as  long  as  they  judge  necessary — 
this  privilege,  I  say,  and  the  ease  and  quiet  with  which 
our  publick  business  has  been  transacted  during  the  present 
contest,  have  been  the  envy  and  admiration  of  our  neigh- 
bours, who,  enjoying  no  such  perfection  in  their  civil  Con- 
stitutions, have  been  driven  into  the  measure  of  Conven- 
tions, and  forced  to  hazard  the  emission  of  money,  and 
other  acts  of  state,  under  disadvantages  which  need  not  be 
mentioned  here,  as  we  are  yet  happily  free  fixim  them. 
Would  any  wise  people,  enjoying  such  a  Constitution,  ever 
think  of  destroying  it  with  their  own  hands  ?  Or  does  any 
other  Colony,  whose  Assemblies  can  exercise  their  autho- 
rity, ever  think  of  committing  the  conduct  of  affairs  to  Con- 
ventions ? 

But  suppose  our  Assembly  really  chargeable  with  any 
other  culpable  neglect  of  duty,  with  what  face  could  those 
of  our  present  Committee,  who  are  so  loud  in  their  clamours 
against  them,  pretend  to  step  into  their  seats  ?  Were  they 
chosen  for  that  purpose  ?  No  !  They  were  considered  as 
chosen  for  the  purposes  already  mentioned ;  and  although 
they  consist  of  a  hundred  members,  they  had  not  two  hun- 
dred votes.  Few  people  gave  themselves  any  concern  about 
the  election,  being  well  satisfied  that  any  number  of  respect- 
able citizens  who  would  take  the  tix)uble  of  a  Committee  of 
Inspection,  should  be  thankfully  indulged  with  the  office. 
But  would  this  have  been  the  case,  had  it  been  imagined 
that  any  among  them  would  ever  aspire  at  the  powers 
vested  in  an  Assembly,  fairly  and  constitutionally  elected, 
to  represent  two  or  three  hundred  thousand  people  ?  For, 
whatever  may  be  pretended  about  the  necessity  of  a  Con- 
vention, it  is  certain,  that  if  such  a  body  were  to  meet,  and 
could  succeed  in  assuming  the  powers  of  Government,  they 
must  all  at  length  be  vested,  for  the  sake  of  execution,  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  men,  who  consider  themselves  as  leaders 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  and  the  Province  in  general 
have  but  little  to  say  in  the  matter. 

These  are  very  serious  and  alarming  considerations  to 
many;  and,  therefore,  after  discussing  a  certain  point  of 
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equal  importance  in  my  second  letter,  I  will  proceed  in  the 
succeeding  ont>s  to  inquire  into  the  justice  of  such  com- 
plaints as  have  heen  made  against  the  Assemhly.  In  some 
instances,  pmbahly,  these  complaints  may  appear  to  be  well 
founded.  Where  they  are  so,  I  shall  be  rt-ady  to  confess 
it ;  and  as  perfection  is  not  to  be  expected  in  the  first  hasty 
essays  of  any  publick  bodies,  providinj;  for  new  and  unpre- 
cedented cases,  I  doubt  not  they  will  readily  make  such 
amendments  as  may  appear  necessary  to  themselves,  or  be 
suggested  by  reasonable  men.  In  some  instances,  1  shall 
show  that  they  deserve  |)ublick  thanks,  for  refusing  to  com- 
ply with  some  requisitions  fonnerly  made ;  and  that  others 
are  now  made,  which  they  cannot  assent  to,  without  a  mani- 
fest violation  of  our  Constitution ;  such  as  blending  the 
militar)'  and  civil  power,  and  giving  Field-Officers,  who  may 
hold  their  places  for  life,  the  power  of  determining  appeals, 
and  discharging  assessments,  w  hich  is  now  safely  lodged  in 
the  constitutional  way,  with  Commissioners  chosen  by  the 

P^P'^-  Cato. 

INHABITANTS  OF  WESTMORELAND  (PENNSYLVANIA)    TO   PRE- 
SIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  March  IS,  1776.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.] 

Westmoreland,  March  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  inhabitants  of  this  town  being  sensible  of  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  and  desirous  of  taking  a  share  in  de- 
fence thereof,  by  risking  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the 
service  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress ;  it  seems 
they  could  think  of  no  better  way  of  testifying  their  at- 
tachment to  the  common  cause  than  by  meeting  together 
this  day,  and  making  choice  of  us  as  their  officers ;  desuing, 
at  the  same  time,  we  should  apply  immediately  to  the  ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress  for  commissions,  that  we  may 
be  in  readiness  to  march  if  your  Honours  call  for  us,  at  the 
shortest  notice.  If  your  Honours  please  to  honour  us  with 
commissions,  as  the  people  were  pleased  to  choose  us  their 
officers,  we  will  use  our  utmost  skill  and  ability,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  other  troops  in  the  Continental  service,  to  sub- 
due the  enemies  of  American  liberty.  We  have,  therefore, 
despatched  Mr.  William  Stewart,  with  copies  of  the  instru- 
ment to  which  we  have  subscribed  and  bound  ourselves  by, 
with  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  who  made  choice  of  us, 
and  by  whom  the  honourable  Congress  will  please  to  send 
such  commissions,  and  instructions  how  to  draw  sustenance, 
money,  clothes,  and  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  men. 

We  are,  sir,  with  due  regard  to  truth,  your  Honours' 
obliged  humble  servants, 

Lazarus  Stewart, 
Timothy  Smith,. 
Dethick  Hewit, 
Phineas  Peirce. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

We  certify  that  a  company  of  men  met  together  in  King- 
ston District,  in  the  Town  of  Westmoreland,  on  Susquehan- 
nah  River,  and  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  there 
chose  Lieutenant  Lazarus  Stetoart  their  Captain,  Messrs. 
Timothy  Smith,  First  Lieutenant,  Dethick  Hewit,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Phineas  Peirce,  Ensign ;  and  they  have 
obliged  themselves  by  an  instrument  in  writing,  to  which 
they  have  signed  their  names,  with  the  men  who  chose 
them  officers,  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice,  to  any  part 
that  your  Honours  or  honourable  Assembly  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  to  which  they  belong,  may  direct,  to  defend 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  America ;  and  do  think  them 
suitable  persons  to  officiate  iii  that  station  in  which  they 
have  been  chosen,  and  do  accordingly  recommend  them  to 
your  Honours. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  8th  day  o[  March,  1776. 

Nathan  Denison, 
John  Jameson, 
William  Stewart. 
To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress,  at  Philadelphia. 

Westmoreland,  March  6,  1776. 

Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  have  of  late  been 
invaded  by  a  large  number  of  Tories,  which,  by  the  bless- 
ing of  God,  we  have  repulsed,  but,  notwithstanding,  are 


threatened  with  another  invasion  ;  and  as  we  are  also  a 
frontier  town,  and  liable  to  be  attacked  by  the  Indians, 
if  a  war  should  commence  between  them  and  us,  we  do 
tliink  that  it  is  our  duty  to  be  in  readiness  at  an  hour's 
warning,  if  an  invasion  should  happen,  to  engage  our  enemies, 
invaders,  or  intruders ;  and  we,  the  undersigners,  do  freely 
and  with  clieerfidness  engage  in  the  common  cause  as  sol- 
diei-s  in  the  defence  of  liberty,  under  the  direction  of  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress,  or  Colony  to  which  we 
belong ;  and  do  freely  and  of  ourselves  inlist  to  go  with  7Y- 
mothy  Smith  and  Lieutenant  Ijazarus  Stewart,  as  officers 
over  us  ;  and  we  will  submit  ourselves  to  be  ruled,  governed, 
and  ordered  by  them  as  officers,  when  they  shall  receive 
commissions  for  that  purpose,  either  from  our  Governour,  or 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress  ;  and  we  receive  such 
bounties  and  moneys,  clothes,  &,c.,  as  shall  be  allowed  to 
us  as  soldiers. 

Lazarus  Stewart,  James  York,  Elisha  Saterly, 

Timothy  Smith,  Obediah  Gore,  Jr.,  William  Kellogg,  Jr., 

Dethick  Hewit,  Oliver  Hammon,  Isaiah  Walker, 

Phineas  Peirce,  Josiah  Kellogg,  Lebeus  Hammon, 

John  Tubbs,  Caleb  Atherton,  Benjamin  Cole, 

James  Smith,  Isaiah  Pasec,  Elijah  Brown, 

Constant  Mattcrson,  Nathan  Cary,  Azer  Curtis, 

Elijah  Matterson,  Pcleg  Cook,  Francis  Hopkins,  Jr., 

Hemar  Swift,  Israel  Inman,  Nathan  Bradley, 

Elijah  Walker,  James  Hopkins,  Daniel  Lawreiacc, 

Robert  Dorrance,  Stephen  Burrell,  Daniel  Franklin, 

Ezrkicl  Hambleton,  Richard  Inman,  Thomas  Haatb, 

Jed.  Stephens,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Hcbberd,  John  Murphy, 

Nathaniel  Church,  Samuel  Ensign,  Stephen  Whiten, 

Gideon  Church,  Mason  Fitchalden,  Thomas  Park, 

Constant  Scarls,  Jr.,  Oliver  Bennet,  Elisha  Fish, 

Samuel  Tubbs,  William  Welch,  Abraham  Humerston, 

Benjamin  Jenkins,  Silas  Gore,  William  Davison, 

Thomas  Baldwin,  Asaph  Whittlesey,  Esbon  Hatch, 

Rufus  Baldwin,  David  Durell,  Edward  Lester, 

William  Jackways,  Ascl  Mash,  John  Cary, 

Thomas  Hill,  Justice  Gaylard,  Jr.,  Tole  Kelly. 


A  DIALOGUE  BETWEEN  THE  GHOST  OF  GENERAL  MONT- 
GOMF.RY  AND  A  DELEGATE,  IN  A  WOOD  NEAR  PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

Delegate.  Welcome  to  this  retreat,  my  good  friend.  If 
I  mistake  not,  I  see  the  ghost  of  the  brave  General  Mont- 
gomery. 

Genera?  Montgomery.  I  am  glad  to  see  you.  I  still 
love  liberty  and  America ;  and  the  contemplation  of  the  fu- 
ture greatness  of  this  Continent  now  forms  a  large  share  of 
my  present  happiness.  I  am  sent  here  upon  an  important 
errand,  to  warn  you  against  listening  to  tei-ms  of  accommo- 
dation from  the  Court  of  Britain. 

Delegate.  I  shall  be  happy  in  receiving  instruction 
from  you  in  the  present  trying  exigency  of  our  publick  af- 
fairs ;  but  suppose  the  terms  you  speak  of  should  be  just  and 
honourable. 

Gen.  MoNTGOjrERT.  How  can  you  expect  these,  after 
the  King  has  proclaimed  you  Rebels  from  the  Throne,  and 
after  both  Houses  of  Parliament  have  resolved  to  support 
him  in  carrj'ing  on  a  war  against  you  ?  No ;  I  see  no  ofTers 
from  Great  Britain,  but  of  pardon.  The  veiy  word  is  an 
insult  upon  our  cause.  To  whom  is  pardon  offered  ?  To 
virtuous  freemen.  For  what  ?  For  flying  to  arms  in  de- 
fence of  the  rights  of  humanity.  And  from  whom  do  these 
ofTere  come  ?  From  a  Royal  criminal.  You  have  furnished 
me  with  a  new  reason  for  triumphing  in  my  death ;  for  I 
had  rather  have  it  said  tliat  I  died  by  his  vengeance,  than 
that  I  lived  by  his  mercy. 

Delegate.  But  you  think  nothing  of  tlie  destructive- 
ness  of  war ;  how  many  cities  must  be  reduced  to  ashes, 
and  how  many  families  must  be  ruined,  and  how  many 
widows  and  orphans  must  be  made,  should  the  present  war 
be  continued  any  longer  with  Great  Britain. 

Gen.  Montgomery.  I  think  of  nothing  but  the  destruc- 
tive consequences  of  slavery.  The  calamities  of  war  are 
transitory,  and  confined  in  tiieir  effects  ;  but  the  calamities 
of  slavery  are  extensive,  and  lasting  in  their  operations.  I 
love  mankind  as  well  as  you,  and  I  would  never  restrain  a 
tear  when  my  love  of  justice  has  obliged  me  to  shed  the 
blood  of  a  fellow  creature.  It  is  my  humanity  that  makes 
me  urge  you  against  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain ; 
for  if  this  takes  place,  nothing  can  prevent  the  American 
Colonies  from  being  the  seat  of  war,  as  often  as  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  renews  his  quarrels  with  any  of  his  Colo- 
nies, or  with  any  of  tlie  belligerent  powers  of  Europe. 
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Delegate.  I  tremble  at  the  doctrine  you  have  advanced. 
I  see  you  are  for  the  independence  of  the  Colonies  on  Great 
Britain. 

Gen.  Montgomery.  I  am  for  permanent  liberty,  peace, 
and  security  to  the  American  Colonies. 

Delegate.  These  can  only  be  maintained  by  placing  the 
Colonies  in  the  situation  they  were  in  in  the  year  1763. 

Gen.  MoNTGOMEKY.  And  is  no  satisfaction  to  be  made 
to  the  Colonies  for  the  blood  and  treasure  they  have  ex- 
pended in  resisting  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  1  Who  can 
soften  the  prejudices  of  the  King,  the  Parliament,  and  the 
nation,  each  of  whom  will  be  averse  to  maintain  a  peace 
with  you  in  proportion  to  the  advantage  you  have  gained 
over  them  ?  Who  shall  make  restitution  to  tiie  widows,  the 
mothers,  and  the  children  of  the  men  who  were  slain  by 
their  arms  ?  Can  no  hand  wield  the  sceptre  of  Govern- 
ment in  America,  except  that  which  has  been  stained  with 
the  blood  of  your  countrymen  ?  For  my  part,  if  I  thought 
this  Continent  would  ever  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of 
the  Crown  of  Britain  again,  I  should  forever  lament  the 
day  in  which  I  offered  up  my  life  for  its  salvation. 

Delegate.  You  should  distinguish  between  the  King 
and  his  Ministers. 

Gen.  Montgomery.  I  live  in  a  world  where  all  political 
superstition  is  done  away.  The  King  is  the  author  of  all  the 
measures  carried  on  against  the  Americaiu.  The  influence 
of  bad  Ministei-s  is  no  better  apology  for  these  measures, 
than  the  influence  of  bad  company  is  for  a  murderer,  who 
expiates  his  crimes  under  a  gallows.  You  all  complain  of 
the  corruption  of  the  Parliament,  and  of  the  venality  of  the 
nation  ;  and  yet  you  forget  that  the  Crown  is  the  source  of 
them  both.  You  shun  the  streams,  and  yet  you  are  willing 
to  sit  down  at  the  very  fountain  of  corruption  and  venality. 

Delegate.  Our  distance  and  charters  will  protect  us 
from  the  influence  of  the  Crown. 

Gen.  Montgomery.  Your  distance  will  only  render  your 
danger  more  imminent,  and  your  ruin  more  irretrievable. 
Charters  are  no  restraints  against  the  lusts  of  power.  The 
only  reason  why  you  have  escaped  so  long,  is,  because  the 
treasure  of  the  nation  has  been  employed  for  these  fifty  years 
in  buying  up  the  virtue  of  Britain  and  Ireland.  Hereafter, 
the  seduction  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  ^me- 
rica  will  be  the  only  aim  of  the  Administration,  should  you 
continue  to  be  connected  with  thenu 

Delegate.  But  I  foresee  many  evils  from  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Colonies.  Our  trade  will  be  mined,  from  the 
want  of  a  Navy  to  protect  it.  Each  Colony  will  put  in 
its  claim  for  superiority,  and  we  shall  have  domestick  wars 
without  end. 

Gen.  Montgomery.  As  I  know  that  Divine  Providence 
intends  this  country  to  be  the  asylum  of  persecuted  virtue 
from  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  so  I  tliink  your  trade  will 
be  the  vehicle  that  will  convey  it  to  you.  Heaven  has 
furnished  you  with  greater  resources  for  a  Navy  than  any 
nation  in  the  world.  Nothing  but  an  ignorance  of  your 
strength  could  have  led  you  to  sacrifice  your  trade  for  the 
protection  of  a  foreign  navy.  A  freedom  from  the  restraints 
of  the  acts  of  navigation,  I  foresee,  will  produce  such  im- 
mense additions  to  the  wealth  of  this  country,  that  posterity 
will  wonder  that  ever  you  thought  your  present  trade  worth 
its  protection.  As  to  the  supposed  contentions  between  sis- 
ter Colonies,  they  have  no  foundation  in  truth ;  but,  sup- 
posing they  have,  will  delaying  the  independence  of  the 
Colonies  fifty  years  prevent  them  ?  No ;  the  weakness  of 
the  Colonies,  which  at  first  produced  their  union,  will  always 
preserve  it,  till  it  shall  be  their  interest  to  be  separated. 
Had  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay  been  possessed  of 
the  military  resources  which  it  will  probably  have  fifty 
years  hence,  would  she  have  held  out  the  signal  of  dis- 
tress to  her  sister  Colonies,  upon  the  news  of  the  Boston 
Port  Bill  ?  No  ;  she  would  have  withstood  all  the  power  of 
Britain,  and  afterwards  the  neutral  Colonies  might  have 
shared  the  fate  of  the  Colony  of  Canada.  Moreover,  had 
the  connection  with  Great  Britain  been  continued  fifty 
years  longer,  the  progress  of  British  laws,  customs,  and 
manners,  (now  totally  corrupted,)  would  have  been  such, 
that  the  Colonies  would  have  been  prepared  to  welcome 
slavery  ;  but  had  it  been  otherwise,  they  must  have  asserted 
their  independence  with  amis.  This  is  nearly  done  already. 
It  will  be  cruel  to  bequeath  another  contest  to  your  posterity. 
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Delegate.  But  I  dread  all  innovations  m  Governments. 

They  are  very  dangerous  things. 

Gen.  Montgomery.  The  Revolution  which  gave  tem- 
porary stability  to  the  liberties  of  Britain,  was  an  inno- 
vation in  Government,  and  yet  no  ill  consequences  have 
arisen  from  it.  Iimovations  are  dangerous  only  as  they 
shake  the  prejudices  of  a  people ;  but  there  are  now,  I  be- 
lieve, but  few  prejudices  to  be  found  in  this  country  in  fa- 
vour of  the  old  connection  with  Great  Britain.  I  except 
those  men  only,  who  are  under  the  influence  of  their  pas- 
sions and  offices. 

Delegate.  But  is  it  not  most  natural  for  us  to  wish  for 
a  connection  with  a  people  who  speak  the  same  language 
with  us,  and  possess  the  same  laws,  religion,  and  fonns  of 
Government,  with  ourselves  ? 

Gen.  Montgomery.  The  immortal  Montesquieu  says, 
that  nations  should  form  alliances  with  those  nations  only 
which  are  as  unlike  to  themselves  as  jx)ssible  in  religion, 
laws,  and  manners,  if  they  mean  to  preserve  their  own  con- 
stitution. Your  dependance  upon  the  Crown  is  no  advan- 
tage, but  rather  an  injury  to  the  people  of  Britain,  as  it 
increases  die  power  and  influence  of  the  King.  The  peo- 
ple are  benefited  only  by  your  trade,  and  this  they  may 
have  after  you  are  independent  of  the  Crown.  Should 
you  be  disposed  to  forgive  the  King  and  the  nation  for  at- 
tempting to  enslave  you,  they  will  never  forgive  you  for 
having  baffled  them  in  the  attempt. 

Delegate.  But  we  have  many  friends  in  both  Houses 
of  Parliament. 

Gen.  Montgomery.  You  mean  the  Ministry  have  many 
enemies  in  Parliament  which  connect  the  cause  of  America 
with  their  clamours  at  the  door  of  Administration.  Lord 
Chatham's  Conciliatory  Bill  would  have  mined  you  more 
effectually  than  Lord  North's  motion.  The  Marquis  of 
Rockingham  was  the  author  of  the  Declaratory  Bill ;  Mr. 
Wilkes  has  added  infamy  to  the  weakness  of  your  cause ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  Lord  Littleton  have  rendered 
the  minority  junto,  if  possible,  more  contemptible  than 
ever. 

Delegate.  But  if  we  become  independent,  we  shall  be- 
come a  Commonwealth. 

Gen.  Montgomery.  I  maintain  that  it  is  your  interest  to 
be  independent  of  Great  Britain ;  but  I  do  not  recommend 
any  new  form  of  Government  to  you.  I  should  think  it 
strange  that  a  people  who  have  virtue  enough  to  defend 
themselves  against  the  most  powerful  nation  in  the  world, 
should  want  wisdom  to  contrive  a  perfect  and  free  form  of 
Government.  You  have  been  kept  in  subjection  to  the 
Crown  of  Britain  by  a  miracle.  Your  liberties  have  hitherto 
been  suspended  by  a  thread.  Your  connection  with  Great 
Britain  is  unnatural  and  unnecessary.  All  tiie  wheels  of 
Government  should  move  within  itself.  I  would  only  beg 
leave  to  observe  to  you,  that  monarchy  and  aristocracy  have 
in  all  ages  been  the  vehicles  of  slavery. 

Delegate.  Our  Governments  will  want  force  and  au- 
tliority,  if  we  become  independent  of  Great  Britain. 

Gen.  Montgomery.  I  beg  leave  to  contradict  that  asser- 
tion. No  Royal  edicts,  or  acts  of  Assembly,  have  ever  been 
more  faithfully  obeyed  than  the  resolves  of  the  Congress.  I 
admire  the  virtue  of  the  Colonies ;  and  did  not  some  of 
them  still  hang  upon  the  haggard  breasts  of  Great  Britain, 
I  should  think  the  time  now  come  in  which  they  had  virtue 
enough  to  be  happy  under  any  form  of  Government.  Re- 
member, that  it  is  in  a  Commonwealth  only  that  you  can 
expect  to  find  every  man  a  patriot  or  a  hero.  Aristides, 
Epaminondas,  Pericles,  Scipio,  CamipuSf  and  a  thousand 
illustrious  Grecian  and  Roman  heroes,  would  never  have 
astonished  the  world  with  their  names,  had  they  lived  under 
royal  Governments. 

Delegate.  Will  not  a  declaration  of  independence  less- 
en the  number  of  our  fiiends,  and  increase  the  rage  of  our 
enemies,  in  Britain  ? 

Gen.  Montgomery.  Your  friends  (as  you  call  them)  are 
too  few  to  divide,  and  too  interested  to  help  you  ;  and  as 
for  your  enemies,  they  have  done  their  worst.  They  have 
called  upon  Russians,  Hanoverians,  Hessians,  Canadians, 
Savages,  and  Negroes,  to  assist  them  in  burning  your  towns, 
desolating  your  countiy,  and  in  butchering  your  wives  and 
children.  You  have  nothing  further  to  fear  from  them. 
Go,  then,  and  awaken  the  Congress  to  a  sense  of  dieir  mi- 
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portance;  you  have  no  time  to  lose.  France  waits  for 
nothinu;  but  a  (ieclaration  of  your  indepenficnce,  to  revenge 
the  Injuries  they  sustained  from  Britain  in  the  last  war; 
But  I  forbear  to  reason  any  further  \\  ith  you.  The  decree 
has  finally  gone  forth :  Britain  and  America  are  distinct 
empires.  Your  country  teems  with  patriots,  heroes,  ami  legis- 
lators, who  are  impatient  to  bui-st  forth  into  light  and  impor- 
tance. Hereafter,  your  achievements  shall  no  more  swell 
the  pages  of  British  history.  God  did  not  excite  the  at- 
tention of  all  Europe — of  the  whole  world — nay,  of  angels 
themselves,  to  the  present  controversy,  for  nothing.  The 
inhabitants  of  Heaven  long  to  see  the  ark  finished,  in  which 
all  the  liberty  and  true  religion  of  the  world  are  to  be  de- 
posited. Tile  day  in  which  the  Colonies  declare  their  inde- 
pendence, will  be  a  jubilee  to  Hampden,  Sidney,  Rmsell, 
I'Varrcn,  Gardiner,  Macpherson,  and  the  other  heroes  who 
have  offered  themselves  as  sacrifices  ujx)n  the  altar  of  liberty. 
It  was  no  small  mortification  to  me,  when  1  fell  upon  the 
Plains  of  Abraham,  to  reflect  that  I  did  not  expire,  like  the 
brave  General  Wolfe,  in  the  amis  of  victory.  But  I  now 
no  longer  envy  him  his  glory.  I  would  rather  die  in  at- 
tempting to  obtain  permanent  freedom  for  a  handful  of 
people,  than  survive  a  conquest  which  would  serve  only  to 
extend  the  empire  of  despotism.  A  band  of  heroes  now 
beckon  to  me :  I  can  only  add,  that  America  is  the  theatre 
where  human  nature  will  soon  receive  its  greatest  military, 
civil,  and  literary  honours. 
Friday,  March  8,  1776. 


in  my  last ;  also,  copies  of  three  letters  I  wrote  to  the  Con- 
vention of  New-Jersey,  at  the  request  of  General  hee  ;  but 
as  that  Convention  broke  up  last  Saturday,  before  they 
could  possibly  have  received  either  of  tlie  letters,  and  as 
they  have  now  no  Committee  of  Safety  sitting,  I  have  little 
hopes  of  any  attention  being  jiaid  to  those  lettere,  unless 
Congress  woidd  request  Mr.  Tucker,  the  President,  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  to  keep  sitting 
while  tile  publick  safety  so  necessarily  requires  it. 

General  Lee  left  this  place  yesterday  evening,  and  I  sup- 
pose will  be  at  Philadelphia  before  this  reaches  you.  The 
arduous  task  which  has  devolved  on  me,  is  almost  too  much 
for  me,  with  tiie  little  assistance  I  have ;  yet  the  Congress 
may  be  assured  I  shall  do  everytliing  in  my  power  to  carry 
on  the  service. 

The  two  regiments  here  from  Connecticut  will  not  be 
prevailed  ujxin  to  stay  longer  than  tlie  25tli  instant.  When 
they  are  gone,  there  will  not  be  above  five  hundred  men  fit 
for  service.  Five  thousand  will  be  too  few,  I  am  afraid, 
properly  to  defend  this  place.  The  Third  Battalion  of 
New-Jersey  Troops,  I  am  told,  is  near  complete.  I  shall 
direct  Colonel  Dayton  to  hold  them  in  readiness  to  march 
to  this  place  as  soon  as  I  know  this  is  their  destination. 

March  9. — It  was  yesterday  confidently  reported  that 
a  large  fleet  was  seen  on  the  coast,  coming  into  S(tndy- 
Hook ;  but  I  have  now  reason  to  believe  there  is  no  truth 
in  it. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant. 


Stirling. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    COLONEL    WARD. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  March  8,  1776. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  write  this  letter  to  you  in  the  utmost  con- 
fidence of  secrecy,  and  therefore  no  man  but  yourself  is  to 
see  it.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  the  present 
communication  between  the  Ship  Phenix,  which  lays  off 
the  west  end  of  Lojig-Island,  below  tlie  Narrows,  and  the 
people  of  that  part  of  Jjong-Island ;  but  more  especially  to 
take  or  destroy  a  certain  Frank  James,  a  pilot,  who  now 
assists  Captain  Parker,  commander  of  the  Phenix,  in  de- 
coying and  taking  vessels  of  great  importance  to  the  cause 
we  are  engaged  in.  There  are  some  other  pilots  serving 
him  in  the  same  way,  whose  names  I  am  not  informed  of, 
but  are  well  known  to  the  bearer,  Mr.  Christopher  Duyc- 
kinck,  who,  with  three  or  four  other  guides,  will  attend  you 
for  the  purpose  hereinaft:er  mentioned. 

I  must  desire  you  will  pick  out  of  your  regiment  two  of  the 
most  alert  officers,  and  two  parties  of  about  twenty  men  each, 
to  be  supplied  with  twenty  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  three 
days'  provision,  and  order  them  to  proceed  with  the  guides, 
to  the  place  they  will  show  them,  to  conceal  themselves 
as  much  as  possible  fitim  the  people  of  the  country,  and  to 
take  such  stations  as  are  most  proper  for  effecting  the  pur- 
poses above-mentioned ;  and  to  take  and  secure  or  destroy 
those  pilots,  or  any  persons  belonging  to  the  man-of-war. 
It  will  be  best  that  the  two  parties  march  from  your  quar- 
ters to-morrow  evening,  a  little  before  moon-rising,  so  that 
they  may  arrive  at  their  station  before  daylight ;  and  it  will 
be  absolutely  necessary  that  the  officers  of  each  party  con- 
sult widi,  and  put  tlie  utmost  confidence  in,  the   guides 
assigned  them.    When  the  parties  have  taken  their  stations, 
they,  if  possible,  should  prevent  any  boats  from  leaving  the 
shore,  without  firing,  or  by  any  means  alarming  the  men-of- 
war  or  the  country  ;  and  the  shortest  way  of  effecting  this 
will  be,  for  single  men  about  daylight  to  examine  the  shore, 
and  with  their  hatchets  to  cut  a  hole  or  two  in  the  bottom 
of  all  the  small  boats  they  find  there,  and  to  remove  to 
some  secret  place  their  oars,  paddles,  or  sails.     You  will 
see  the  necessity  of  this  matter  being  conducted  with  con- 
duct, secrecy,  and  alertness,  and  I  doubt   not   you  will 
choose  your  men  accordingly. 
I  am  your  most  humble  servant. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Sir: 


New- York,  March  2,  1776. 
Dear  Sir:  Every  hour  furnishes  new  reasons  to  con- 
vince us  that  all  intercourse  between  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Continent  and  the  men-of-war  of  Great  Britain  should 
immediately  cease.  This  has  induced  General  Lee  to  di- 
rect me  to  inform  you  that  he  thinks  it  will  be  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  publick  cause  that  all  communication  should 
be  cut  off  between  any  part  of  the  Province  of  New- Jersey 
and  Staten-Island,  on  tlie  one  part,  and  the  men-of-war 
which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  within  Samly-Hook, 
or  any  ship  or  vessel  that  has  any  connection  with  them,  on 
the  otiier  part ;  and,  in  order  the  better  to  effect  this  lor  the 
present,  he  thinks  it  will  be  highly  necessary  that  about 
four  hundred  Minute-men  from  New-Jersey  be  stationed  on 
Staten-Island,  near  the  watering  place ;  who,  besides  the 
above  purposes,  should  keep  a  constant  vigilant  lookout 
towards  the  sea,  and  inform  the  General  of  every  arrival  of 
ships,  or  motion  of  the  men-of-war  that  may  happen.  This 
part  of  the  service  would  be  much  facilitated  if  a  few  light- 
horse  were  employed  to  bring  the  intelligence  by  the  way 
of  Bergen  Point  and  Paulus  Hook.  This  party  on  Staten- 
Island  would  also  effectually  guard  the  Kills,  and  also  the 
interior  country,  which  is  now  open  to  the  insult  of  a 
single  barge.  One  company  would  be  useful  at  and  near 
Paulus  Hook ;  one  or  two  at  Amboy;  and  two  or  three,  or 
four,  in  Monmouth  County,  to  guard  the  coast  fix)m  Shrews- 
bury Inlet  to  the  mouth  of  Raritan,  in  which  should  be 
included  a  party  of  light-horse  on  the  Highlands  of  Never- 
sink. 

The  objects  all  these  parties  should  most  particularly  have 
in  view,  are,  to  prevent  any  intercoui-se  of  the  kind  between 
the  ships-of-war  and  the  shore  ;  to  prevent  tiie  former  from 
receiving  wood,  water,  provision,  or  any  refreshment  what- 
ever ;  and  to  give  the  Genei-al  intelligence  of  every  motion 
of  the  enemy,  or  appearance  of  ships  at  sea.  If  vessels 
laden  with  provisions  are  indiscriminately  permitted  to  leave 
New-Jersey,  they  will,  by  the  extraordinaiy  price  given  by 
the  commandei-s  of  the  men-of-war  and  Govemour  Tryon, 
be  allured  to  give  them  every  refreshment  they  can  want ; 
yet  it  may  be  necessary  that  this  place  be  supplied  with 
provision  from  New-Jersey.  It  will,  therefore,  be  requisite 
that  the  Congress  of  New-Jersey  do  commit  the  manage- 
ment of  this  matter  to  vigilant  men  whom  diey  can  depend 
upon. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant,  e 

•'  '  STIRLING. 

New-York,  March  8,1776.       To  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Congress  of 
1  now  send  you  the  two  returns  I  mentioned  to  you        Netv-Jersey,  at  New-Brunswick. 


To  Colonel  Ward,  Long-Island. 


Stirling. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  11,  1776.] 
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New-York,  March  3,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  From  intelligence  which  General  Lee  has 
received  this  evening  from  the  eastward,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  the  whole  or  a  very  great  part  of  the  Ministerial 
Army  at  Boston  are  already  embarked,  and  on  their  way  to 
this  place.  I  am,  therefore,  commanded  by  General  Lee 
to  inform  you  it  is  his  opinion  that  the  whole  (or  such  part 
as  is  ready)  of  the  Third  Battalion  raised  in  New-Jersey  for 
the  Continental  service  do,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  compa- 
nies, as  soon  as  they  can  be  completed,  armed  and  accou- 
tred, march  to  this  place  on  the  first  intimation.  Care  u  ill 
be  taken  to  have  boats  ready  to  bring  them  over  from 
Paulus  Hook  to  the  Hobolcen  ferries. 

The  General  also  desires  me  to  repeat  to  you,  that  it 
may  be  of  the  highest  importance  that  the  arrangement  of 
guards  on  Staten-Island,  and  the  several  places  mentioned 
in  my  letter  to  you  of  yesterday,  should  immediately  take 
place. 

I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  you  that  the 
first  Battalion  of  New-Jersey  Troops  is  now  deficient  of  at 
least  two  hundred  stand  of  arms,  which  I  should  before  have 
urged  stronger  for  had  it  not  been  that  I  knew  the  difficul- 
ties your  Congress  were  under  in  equipping  and  despatching 
Colonel  Maxwell's  Regiment  to  the  northward.  If  we  had 
been  supplied  with  money  for  this  purpose,  we  might,  by 
purchase,  have  picked  up  in  New-Jersey  and  in  this  place 
a  sufficiency  to  complete  them  ;  but  I  never  yet  have  had 
the  command  of  a  single  dollar  which  has  been  allotted  for 
that  service.  With  money,  we  might  still  supply  the  regi- 
ment with  many;  and  if  Colonel  Lowrey,  who,  I  hope,  is  on 
his  way  to  this  place,  does  not  supply  money  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  for  blankets,  I  hope  the  Congress  of  New-Jersey 
will  pay  attention  to  it.  If  Colonel  Lowrey  should  fall  m 
your  way,  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  let  him  know 
there  is  the  highest  necessity  of  his  being  here  immediately. 

Give  me  leave  to  add,  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  will,. 
at  this  time,  be  highly  necessary  for  the  Congress  of  Neio- 
Jersey  to  continue  sitting,  or  that  they  have  a  Committee 
of  Safety  to  sit  daily,  until  publick  affairs  are  more  certainly 
arranged,  and  that  their  deliberations  and  determinations 
never  were  more  necessary  than  at  this  juncture. 

I  am  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 

To  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Congress  of 
New-Jersey. 

New- York,  March  5,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  The  critical  situation  that  this  part  of  the 
Continent  is  in  obliges  us  to  think  of  every  circumstance 
that  can  tend  to  secure  us  against  the  machinations  of  our 
enemies.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Congress  o{  New- Jersey 
will  see  the  necessity  of  sending  four  or  five  hundred  men 
to  Staten-Island  immediately,  and  of  stationing  some  men 
at  Amboy  and  the  other  places  mentioned  in  my  letter  to 
you  of  the  2d  instant.  Another  step  seems  absolutely 
necessary,  which  is,  to  prevent  the  disaffected,  or  what  we 
very  properly  distinguish  by  the  name  of  Tories,  fiom 
assisting  our  enemies  in  doing  us  mischief,  either  in  joining 
with  them  or  giving  them  intelligence.  General  Lee  has 
thought  it  expedient  that  the  enclosed  test  be  offered  to  all 
suspected  persons  in  this  Province,  and  to  remove  all  such 
as  will  not  subscribe  to  it ;  and  intends  to  have  it  immedi- 
ately carried  into  execution.  The  Congress  of  this  Province 
cannot  carry  this  measure  into  execution  on  Staten-Island 
without  marching  a  body  of  men  through  New-Jersey,  and 
many  other  inconveniences.  The  commanding  officer  of 
the  troops  I  have  proposed  should  be  sent  to  Staten-Island 
should,  therefore,  be  instructed  to  carry  this  measure  into 
execution,  and  to  secure  all  the  live  stock  of  suspected  per- 
sons in  such  manner  as  will  secure  it  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  like  should  be  proposed  in  every 
part  of  New-Jersey  exposed  to  an  intercourse  with  the  ship- 
ping ;  and  General  Lee  orders  me  to  inform  you  that  it  is 
his  strenuous  desire  that  the  Congress  of  New-Jersey  will 
carry  the  measure  unmediately  into  execution. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 

To  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.>  President  of  the  Congress  of 
New-Jersey. 


General  Morning  Report  of  the  First  Hegirmnt  of  New 
Jersey  Troops,  commanded  by  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 
New-York,  March  3,   1776. 
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Return  of  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Camp  and  Barrack  Fur- 
niture', Sf'c,  now  in  possession  of,  and  wanting  to  complete 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  o/ Stirling's  Regiment. 
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Names  of  tlie  Cap- 
tains   command- 
ing the  different 
Companies. 

Captain  Morris.... 
Captain  Howell  ... 
Captain  Conway... 
Captain  Polhemns.. 
Captain  Meeker . . . 
Captain  McMyer.. 

Captain  Piat 

Captain  Longstreet. 

Barrack  Furniture  wanting  for  Officers, 
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Captain  Conway 

Caninin   McMver  ....•■ 

Cantain  Piat     

11  19 
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Wanting  to  complete  the  Regiment,  according  to  the  above 
Return. 
269  Firelocks  (70  received  since,)  .334  Bayonets  (100 
received  since,)  351  Cross  Belts,  345  Cartouch  Boxes, 
685  Tomahawks,  72  Axes,  578  Knapsacks,  683  Can- 
teens, 67  Camp  Kettles,  218  Hats,  183  Frocks,  222 
pairs  of  Stockinirs  (148  received  since,)  25  paii-s  of  Shoes, 
139.  Beds,  228^  Bolsters,  266  Blankets. 

To  complete  Barracks  for  688  Men. 
13  Tables,  18  Benches,  151  Bedsteads,  68  Dishes,  589 
Trenchers,  395  S]X)ons,  5  Pots,  19  Candlesticks,  8  Pails, 
31  pairs  of  Shovels  and  Tongs,  22  pairs  of  Andirons. 

Stirling,  Colonel. 
New-York,  February  22,  1776. 


MALCOLM   MORRISON  TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New-York,  March  8,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Whereas  the  gentlemen  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  have  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  first  Major  in 
Colonel  Swarticout's  Regiment,  and  as  my  situation  and 
business  is  such  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  serve  without 
doing  injustice  to  myself  and  creditors,  having  a  considera- 
ble interest  in  my  hands  to  settle,  and  having  a  large  family 
to  take  care  of,  without  any  person  to  assist  me  in  settling 
my  affairs ;  and  whereas  Major  Henry  Ludinton,  appointed 
in  the  militia,  is  prevailed  upon  to  accept  of  tlie  commis 
sion  sent  to  me ;  if  agreeable  to  you,  I  do  resign  tlie  same 
in  his  favour.  He  can  be  recommended  by  Colonel  Swart- 
wout,  or  the  Committee  of  Dutchess  County ;  and  I  hope 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  him  in  my  stead,  he 
being  a  person  that  has  served  in  the  last  war,  and  well  ac- 
quainted in  the  military  service;  and,  gentlemen,  your  com- 
pliance will  greatly  oblige  your  very  humble  servant, 

Malcolm  Morrison. 

To  the  Delegates  of  Dutchess  County  in  Provincial  Con- 
gress. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Ludinton  waits  for  an  answer.     Gentiemen, 
enclosed  you  have  the  commission. 


HENDRICK   GABRISON   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Richmond  County,  March  8,  1776. 

Sir:  The  insufferable  abuse  received  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  in  the  County  of  Richmond,  when  called 
on  to  evidence  against  the  inimical  conduct  of  some  indi- 
viduals in  that  County  against  our  just  struggles,  causes  me 
to  lay  before  your  honourable  House  a  true  state  of  my 
grievances,  begging  their  advice  and  assistance  for  redress, 
as  I  think  myself  in  the  present  situation  unsafe  in  my  per- 
son and  property. 

On  Thursday,  the  7th  of  March,  1776,  being  suinmoned 
before  the  Committee,  present  at  that  time  Christian  Jacob- 
son.,  Chainnan,  John  Polyon,  John  Keteltas,  Henry  Ferine, 
David  Latoumette,  Cornelius  Disasway,  Peter  Merscreau, 
Moses  Dupuy,  Lambert  Merrcll,  John  Tysen,  Joseph 
Christopher,  and  George  Barnes.  While  under  examina- 
tion, Cornelius  Martino,  Richard  Connor,  and  John  Bur- 
bank,  were  suffered  by  the  Committee  to  abuse  your  com- 
plainant, viz:  By  calling  him  an  informer,  cut-throat,  dirty 
rascal,  dirty  dog,  liar,  fcc;  threatening  what  they  would  do 
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if  they  had  him  out  of  doors,  which  your  complainant  can 
prove  by  creditaljle  evidence.  Your  complainant,  tliere- 
fore,  begs  your  honourable  House  to  take  the  above  under 
consideration. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Hendrick  Garrison. 
To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  oi  New- York. 


THOMAS  BELKNAP,  JUN.,  TO  GENERAL  LEE. 

New-Win Jsor,  March  8,  1776. 

Please  your  Excellency:  The  Convention  of  the 
County  of  Vhter  was  pleased  to  recommend  me,  tlie  sub- 
scriber, to  the  Provincial  Congress  in  New-  York,  to  raise  a 
company  of  Riflemen  at  Wyoma  and  the  back  Mountains, 
referring  the  matter  to  their  better  judgment,  and  if  your 
Excellency  wants  such  a  company  of  men  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  it  is  the  petition  of  your  humble  servant,  that 
his  Excellency  would  please  to  make  it  known  to  the  said 
Congress  as  soon  as  his  Excellency  shall  think  proper, 
there  being  now  a  considerable  number  of  bright  Riflemen 
waiting  to  know  whether  the  honourable  Congress  will 
send  a  warrant  to  inlist  them  or  not. 

His  Excellency's  taking  the  aforesaid  matter  into  his 

consideration  will  oblige  his  most  obedient  humble  servant 

at  command,  rr>  t.  t 

Ihomas  Uelknap,  Jun. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Lee,  Chief  Commander  of  the 
Army  at  New-  York,  or  the  next  commanding  Officer. 

This  is  referred  to  the  Congress  as  worthy  their  conside- 
ration, whether  Mr.  Belknap  may  not  be  employed  in  one 
of  the  New-York  Reaments.  o 

°  STIRLING. 

March  13,  1776. 


LORD    STIRLING   TO   ABRAHAM   YATES. 

New- York,  March  8,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  now  send  you  copy  of  part  of  the  orders  which  I 
propose  delivering  out  this  evening,  in  consequence  of  what 
passed  between  the  Committee  and  myself  this  morning. 
I  am  your  most  humble  servant,  c. 

^  '  STIRLING. 

To  Abraham  Yates,  Esq. 


COLONEL    HASBROUCK    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Kingston,  March  8,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  commissions  for  the  Field- 
Officers  of  the  Northern  Regiment  in  Ukter  County,  which 
we  hereby  return  again  to  the  honourable  Congress.     The 
reasons  we  all  give,  you  will  find  by  another  letter  of  the 
same  date  signed  by  us.     The  reasons  are,  first :  We  know 
of  no  Northern  Regiment  in  Ulster  County,  by  that  name. 
Second,  by  the  subaltern  officers  their  commissions  are  of 
a  prior  date  than  ours,  and  say  they  are  officers  of  a  com- 
pany of  foot  in  the  First  Regiment ;  and  some,  of  the  first, 
second,  &;c.,  company  of  militia  of  foot  in  Ulster  County, 
and  under  no  command  of  any  Colonel.     If  we  should  ac- 
cept of  tlie  commissions  sent  us,  we  should  be  officers,  and 
have  no  men  to  command.     And  even  if  the  commissions 
which  were  sent  us  did  say  that  we  should  command  the 
First  Regiment  in   Ulster  County,  we  should  still  be  the 
youngest  regiment  in  Ulster  County,  by  the  date  of  our 
coiiuTiissions ;  for  the  others  are  dated  in  October  last,  and 
ours   the   20th  of  February  last.     If  we   are   to   be  ar- 
aanged  according  to  the  dates  of  the  commissions,  then, 
consequently,  we  are  the  youngest  regiment.     There  can 
be  no  propriety,  in  that  case,  in  any  degree ;  because  all  the 
other  regiments  are  descended  from  the  first.     The  whole 
County  was  under  the  command  of  one  set  of  Field-Offi- 
cers  until  the  year  1756,  and  it  was  then  divided  into  two 
regiments.     Our  regiment  was  called  the  First  Regiment, 
and  die  other  the  Second ;  and  both  regiments  are  now 
again  divided  into  two  regiments,  and  this  regiment  to  be 
the  last  regiment  in  said  County.     I  cannot  see  for  what 
reason  it  is  done :  it  must  be  best  known  to  you,  gentlemen. 
If  we  should  accept  of  the  commissions  sent  by  you  to  us, 
if  the  commissions  even  mentioned  the  First  Regiment  in 
Ulster  County,  and  having  a  junior  date,  as  it  has,  every 


subaltern  officer  and  soldier  we  have  under  our  command 
would  he  dissatisfied  ;  because  they  will  judge  they  are 
wronged  in  their  ranks;  for  the  Firet  Regiment  in  Ulster 
County  is  of  as  old  a  standing  as  any  in  the  Province,  or 
near  it.  I  am  sorry  that  the  regiment  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  command  diese  twenty  years,  as  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel, is  now  so  unsetded,  and  has  not  proper  persons 
commissioned  to  command  them,  if  their  service  should  be 
required.  But  where  the  fault  lies,  let  them  answer  for  it. 
I  know  that  Messre.  Dumond  and  Tappan,  two  of  our  late 
Delegates  from  Ulster  County,  have  been  very  officious  to 
procure  or  obtain  commissions  for  several  persons;  and 
Messrs.  Wynkoop,  Cantine,  and  Palmer,  for  others,  to 
serve  their  purposes.  But  this  is  not  the  time  to  be  the 
occasion  to  breed  discord  amongst  us — so  brave  a  people  as 
this  part  of  the  County  of  Ulster  is  esteemed,  for  to  main- 
tain, defend,  and  support  American  liberty.     It  is  now  the 

time  to  cultivate  union  and  harmony  among  ourselves to 

oppose  and  withstand  the  measures  of  a  despotick  tyrannical 
Ministry.     I  understand  that  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  is  com- 
missionated  for  Brigadier-General  of  the  two  brigades  of 
Ulster  and  Orange  Counties.     How  he  comes  to  "be  pro- 
moted to  so  high  a  rank  I  must  leave  that  with  you,  (I 
know  he  never  was  a  corporal  or  sergeant  in  the  Militia^ 
and  how  it  was  brought  about  to  supersede  so  many  brave 
officers  in  their  ranks  in  the  regiments.     I  very  well  know 
that  he  never  was  returned  by  a  County  Committee  for  a 
Brigadier.    If  our  Delegates  have  done  it,  diey  must  answer 
for  it.     I  doubt  very  much  if  it  had  been  left  to  a  County 
Committee  if  he  would  have  been  returned  for  a  Brigadier- 
General.    And  why  is  not  the  choice  of  a  Brigadier-General 
to  be  made  by  the  County  Committee  as  well  as  the  Field- 
Officers  of  the  First  Regiment  m  Ulster  County  ?     Doth  it 
not  appear  strange  that  the  neighbouring  County  of  Dutchess 
hath  appointed  (as  I  am  informed  by  one  of  the  Delegates) 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tew  jBroccfc  for  Brigadier-General  for  the 
brigade  of  said  County,  he  being  the  oldest  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel of  that  County,  and  was  promoted  in  his  rank ;  and 
in  Ulster  County  to  pass  by  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Major,  and  Captains,  and  put  in  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  who 
was,  or  hath  never  been,  in  the  Militia,  as  is  observed  above  ? 
I  wrote  to  the  honourable  Congress  the  6th  of  October 
last  past,  that  I  would  accept  of  a  commission  if  it  was  of- 
fered to  me  from  the  Congress  at  this  critical  juncture ;  that 
I  was  ready  for  defending  American  liberty;  but  that  I 
would  not  be  superseded  in  my  rank.     I  wrote  die  same 
again  the  15th  December  last  past  to  the  same  purport  by 
Mr.  Cantine.     Since  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  hath  the  su- 
preme command  over  the  two  brigades,  and  is  to  command 
me,  if  I  accept  of  the  commission,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
Colonels  of  the  several  regiments ;  so,  consequently,  I  am 
superseded,  and,  therefore,  I  will  accept  of  no  commission 
to  be  commanded  by  any  person  who  was  heretofore  of  an 
inferior  rank  with  me.     And  what  gentleman  of  honour 
will  accept  of  a  commission  fixjm  Congress  if  he  is  or  may 
be  superseded  in  his  rank  ?     He  cannot  expect  promotion. 
If  it  enters  but  into  the  caprice  of  any  of  the  Delegates  of 
the  County  to  promote  a  friend  of  his,  of  an  inferior  rank, 
above  a  Colonel,  Major,  or  Captain,  it  may  be  done.     If 
the  honourable  Congress  judges  it  reasonable,  for  the  rea- 
sons by  me  above  given,  will  alter  the  date  of  die  commis- 
sions you  sent  up  to  us,  and,  instead  of  Northern  Regiment, 
call  it  the  First  Regiment.     If  you  think  proper  send  up 
commissions   for   those   gendemen   recommended   by   the 
County  Committee,  and  leave  out  my  name  if  I  must  be 
commanded  by  Mr.  Clinton,  or  any  other  superior  of  an 
inferior  rank  with  me. 

The  gentlemen  named  by  the  County  Committee,  Jo- 
hannes Snyder,  Colonel,  instead  of  my  name,  and  Jonathan 
Elmendorf,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Adriance  Wynkoop,  First 

Major ; ,  Second  Major ;  Abraham  A.  Hasbrouck, 

Adjutant ;  John  Van  Dusen,  Quartermaster.  Send  up  the 
commissions  as  speedily  as  possible,  that  the  regiment  may 
be  under  a  proper  command. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  humble 
servant  to  command, 


To  Colonel   WoodhuH, 
gress,  held    and 
Members  thereof. 


J.  Hasbrocck. 

President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
convened  at  New-York,  and   all  the 
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To  the  President  of  the  Honourable  Congress  of  the  Colony 
o/ New-York,  in  Congress  note  convened  at  New-York  : 

A  Memorial  of  the  present  disorderly  situation  of  the  First 
Regiment  o/ Ulster  County. 

Gentlemen  :  Tlie  First  Regiment  in  Ulster  County,  as 
it  has  always  been  esteemed,  has  been  for  a  long  time  kept 
in  suspense  by  some  misconduct  or  otlier,  by  wiiom,  unknown 
to  us,  in  apjxjinting  Ficld-Officerj.  We  have  seen  some  time 
last  fall  the  commissions  for  the  subaltern  officers  in  the 
First  Regiment  in  said  County,  bearing  date  in  October 
last,  and  in  some  of  the  Captains'  commissions,  a  blank  left 
for  a  Colonel's  name,  others  no  blank  left  for  a  Colonel ;  one 
in  particular,  neither  belongs  to  a  regiment  nor  Colonel. 
These  commissions  were  brought  up  by  Mr.  Egbert  Dumond 
and  Tappan,  our  late  Delegates,  and  no  commissions  for 
Field-Officers  of  the  Militia.  Some  time  in  January  last, 
Mx.Dirck  Wynkoop,  inn.,  and  Cantine,  two  of  our  present 
Delegates,  came  home  and  brought  commissions  for  Field- 
Officers  of  a  Minute  Regiment ;  but  as  yet  no  commissions 
for  Fieki-Officers  of  the  Militia.  Here  the  cart  was  before 
the  horse ;  for  the  Minute  are  to  be  raised  out  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Militia,  and  no  Militia  formed  for  want  of  Field- 
Officers.  Now  lately  commissions  were  sent  up  to  the  Chair- 
man of  die  County  Committee,  for  Field-Officers  of  a  regi- 
ment called  the  Northern  Regiment,  in  Ulster  County.  The 
said  commissions  directed  to  A.  Hasbrouck,  Fii-st  Colonel ; 
Johannes  Snyder,  Second  Colonel ;  Jonathan  Elmendorf 
First  Major ;  Adrian  Wynkoop,  Second  Major,  &.C.;  bear- 
ing dates  die  20th  day  of  February,  1776.  How  inconsis- 
tent !  Tlie  subaltern  commissions  are  of  a  prior  date  than 
the  Field-Officers',  even  if  they  did  belong  to  one  and  the 
same  regiment.  But  another  inconsisteilcy :  the  subalterns, 
some  belong  to  the  First  Regiment,  others  to  nobody,  and 
the  Field-Officers  are  appointed  for  the  Northern  Regiment. 
Gentlemen,  we  are  satisfied  the  anangement  for  Field-Offi- 
cers was  returned  in  Congress  some  time  last  summer  for  the 
Fii-st  Regiment  in  said  County,  and  tlie  very  persons,  (except 
Mr.  Adrian  Wynkoop,  who  tJie  County  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  fill  tlie  vacancy  of  Colonel  Hardenburgh  declined,) 
were  returned  in  Congress,  who  are  now  commissioned  for 
the  Northern  Regiment.  Gentlemen,  for  die  truth  hereof, 
we  refer  to  the  journals  of  your  honourable  House.  Gen- 
tlemen, we  appeal  to  your  honourable  Board  ;  we  presume 
there  is  a  great  error  in  the  proceedings  relative  to  the  form- 
ing and  completing  the  First  Regiment  in  Ulster  County. 
Whether  it  is  owing  to  the  Congress  or  our  Delegates,  we 
cannot  determine.  But  we  will  affirm,  that  neither  we  nor 
the  greater  part  of  the  subalterns,  are  the  cause  of  it.  We  are 
ashamed  that  matters  are  carried  on  so  irregularly,  especially 
in  these  critical  times,  when  necessity  requires  to  have  the 
Militia  in  readiness,  and  well  disciplined. 

Gendemen,  this  is  the  state  of  the  present  situation  of  the 
First  Regiment  in  said  County.  Now,  if  we  should  accept 
of  these  commissions,  we  have  no  regiment  at  all ;  for  the 
Militia  that  was  intended  we  should  command,  the  Captams' 
commissions,  as  is  said  before,  belong  to  the  First  Regiment 
in  said  County;  and  certainly  there  must  be  such,  as  the 
first  in  the  County,  and,  in  consequence,  it  would  be  a 
piece  of  ignorance  in  us  to  accept  of  a  commission,  and 
nobody  to  command.  We  presume  the  honourable  Con- 
gress are  advised  by  such  as  have  not  the  present  cause  at 
heart,  who  would  rather  see  disorder  than  good  order  and 
general  union. 

We  are  informed  it  is  resolved  by  the  Congress  that  offi- 
cers should  go  in  rank  by  succession.  If  that  be  the  case, 
how  is  it  possible  that  Colonel  Hasbrouck  should  not  be 
the  First  Colonel,  in  said  County,  and  in  the  First  Regi- 
ment, instead  of  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  never  heard  of, 
nor  ever  was  ?  And  if  we  should  be  dealt  with  agreeable 
to  the  resolve,  and  equal  with  our  neighbouring  County, 
without  doubt  Colonel  Hasbrouck  should  be  raised  to  a 
higher  station  ;  for  he  is  die  oldest  Colonel,  next  to  Colonel 
Hardenburgh,  in  the  County  of  Ulster,  and  older  than  any 
in  the  adjacent  County. 

Gentlemen,  we  conceive  if  the  commissions  now  sent  up 
for  Field-Officers  for  a  Northern  Regiment  cannot  be  alter- 
ed, and  a  prior  or  an  even  date  given  with  commissions  of 
the  Field-Officers  of  the  other  regiments  in  our  County,  and 
the  rank  of  the  First  Regiment  in  Ulster  County;  wiUiout 
.that,  what  we  in  general  claim  our  right,  for  all  the  otlier 


regiments  in  the  County  are  descended  fixjm  us,  we  see  no 
prospect  of  getting  the  Militia  in  our  part  of  the  County 
under  order.  So,  gentlemen,  we  shall  rest  the  matter  with 
your  superior  wisdom.  Do  as  you  think  proper,  gentlemen. 
We  enclose  herewith  the  commissions  to  you,  and  expect 
you  will  rectify  the  erroi-s.  And  remain  your  humble  ser- 
vants, Jonathan  Hasbrouck, 

Johannes  Snyder, 
Jonathan  Elmendokf, 
Adrian  Wynkoop. 
Kingston,  March  8,  1776. 


colonel  bedel  to  new-hampshike  committee  of 


safety. 


Orford,  March  8,  1776. 


Gentlemen:  I  have  mustered  my  men,  but  do  not  hear 
of  Captain  Osgood's.  Part  of  three  companies  are  marched, 
and  the  recruiting  officers,  with  what  money  was  advanced 
them,  cannot  well  make  out  unless  they  can  be  provided 
with  some  on  account.  I  have  also  been  at  a  great  ex- 
pense on  account  of  the  Indians,  who  have  been  very  sick  ; 
two  of  them  are  dead,  and  sent  to  Dartmouth  College  to  be 
buried,  and  the  rest  marched  off  yesterday  in  good  spirits. 
If  you  could  advance  me  three  hundred  pounds,  I  believe 
it  might  be  sufficient  to  help  the  officers,  and  the  expense 
of  the  Indians,  which  i-uns  high,  and  not  yet  paid  ;  also,  am 
obliged  to  purchase  medicines,  which  are  very  dear ;  also, 
horses  to  carry  the  same,  and  baggage,  which  takes  off 
money  very  fast.  I  shall  proceed  to  Quebeck  as  fast  as  pos- 
sibly I  can  send  off  my  men.  The  proposal  made  by  you 
to  the  Indians,  in  regard  to  making  them  a  present,  was  for- 
got ;  if  it  could  be  sent  should  be  glad.  I  shall  be  waiting 
the  return  of  the  express  at  Orford,  where  I  shall  march 
from ;  should  be  glad  it  might  be  directed  for  me  there. 
You  will  also  receive  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Morey  at 
this  time,  in  regard  to  the  advancement  desired.  Gentle- 
men, I  am  gratefully  obliged  to  you  for  all  former  favours, 
and  shall  study  to  merit  the  contmuance  of  them,  all  m  my 
power. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  utmost  regard  and  esteem, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Timothy  Bedel. 
To  tlie  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 

P.  S.  There  must  also  be  purchased  one  hundred  fire- 
locks at  the  least,  otherwise  the  men  cannot  go. 


deposition  of  peter  simon. 

Wilmington  District,  North-Carolina  : 

Peter  Simon,  of  Rhode-Island,  maketh  oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  that  he  was  on  board  of  a  ves- 
sel bound  from  Dominica  to  Ocracock,  and  taken  oS  Hat- 
teras  by  the  Sloop  General  Gage,  George  Stibbles  master, 
and  brought  into  Cape-Fear,  about  the  SSth  of  February. 
That  Captain  Collet  was  on  board  the  said  sloop  when  this 
deponent  was  taken,  and  was  very  communicative  with  him, 
showing  his  papers  and  mstructions,  and  infonning  what 
route  he  was  to  take,  &c.  That  the  said  Collet  said  he 
expected  to  find  General  Clinton  here  with  fifteen  or  sixteen 
hundred  men,  and  that  die  General  was  to  be  reinforced  in 
April  with  nine  thousand.  After  this  junction  they  were 
to  march  to  Cross-  Creek,  by  way  of  Waggamaw,  and  there 
join  General  McDonald.  That  there  was  only  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  for  a  garrison  to  be  left  at  Boston,  and  that 
twenty-five  thousand  men  were  to  be  landed  in  the  Jerseys, 
between  Philadelphia  and  New-York,  in  flat-bottomed 
boats,  and  that  if  they  could  not  possess  New-York,  they 
were  to  destroy  it.  That  the  said  Collet  declared,  that  he 
would  kill  man,  woman,  and  child,  reserving  all  the  young 
ladies  for  his  private  pleasures.  That  the  night  before  lasl 
this  deponent,  with  several  other  pereons,  made  their  escape, 
and  came  up  to  Wilmington ;  and  further  saith  not. 

Peter  Simon. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  9th  of  March,  1776. 

William  Purviance, 
John  Cooke,  Secretary. 

deposition   of    WILLIAM   RADDON. 

New-Hanover  County  : 

William  Raddon,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  mariner, 
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maketh  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
that  he  sailed  from  Philadelphia,  the  11th  of  Fc6r«an/ last, 
as  master  of  the  Sloop  Joseph,  bound  for  South- Carolina  or 
Georgia.  That  on  the  1 3th  following,  he  was  taken  by  the 
Sloop  General  Gage,  on  board  of  which  was  Captain  Col- 
let, and  brought  into  Cape-Fear.  That  Lieutenant  Pii- 
caim  informed  this  deponent,  that  every  transport  vessel 
that  was  to  come  from  England  was  to  bring  one  or  more 
flat-bottomed  boats.  That  this  deponent  has  seen  the  de- 
position of  Peter  Simon,  made  this  day,  and  was  informed 
by  Captain  Collet  of  the  several  circumstances  therein  men- 
tioned. That  Lieutenant  Osborne,  of  the  Raven  sloop-of- 
war,  informed  this  deponent,  that  diere  were  to  be  sixty  sail 
of  armed  vessels,  of  different  sizes,  stationed  on  the  coast, 
and  twenty  sail  of  twenty-gim  ships  and  sloops-of-war  were 
to  be  on  the  coast  from  England  in  April ;  and  that  bomb- 
ketches  were  to  be  brought  out,  to  throw  bombs  into  those 
places  where  ships-of-war  could  not  go  up,  and  were  particu- 
larly intended  against  Philadelphia,  because  the  Congress 
sits  there ;  and  that  he  made  his  escape  with  Mr.  Simon  and 

°^^'^'^-  William  R.ujdon. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  5th  o(  March,  1776. 

William  Purviance. 
John  Cooke,  Secretary. 

William  Raddon,  within  named,  further  deposeth  and 
saith,  that  on  or  about  the  27th  of  February,  this  deponent 
being  then  on  board  the  Falcon  sloop-of-war.  Captain  Lind- 
sey,  and  Lieutenant  Wright,  who  commands  an  armed  sloop, 
declared  that  they  had  intended  that  night  to  go  up  to  the 
town  of  Brunsvnck,  with  about  an  hundred  sailors,  to  set  the 
town  on  fire  in  front,  station  their  men  on  the  back  of  the 
town,  and  destroy  man,  woman,  and  child,  that  escaped 
from  the  flames  ;  but  the  reason  they  did  not  put  their  design 
in  execution  was,  that  the  sloop  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Wright  got  aground  when  she  went  out  to  examine  what 
vessel  the  sloop  General  Gage  was,  and  that  afterwards 
Idndsey  told  Wright  that  the  inhabitants  had  left  the  town, 
and  therefore  it  was  of  no  use  to  bum  it. 

WiLLiAJi  Raddon. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  the  5th  of  March,  1776. 

John  Cooke,  Secretary. 
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VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL 
OF    SAFETY. 

Williamsburgh,  March  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  great  length  of  the  Potomack  River, 
from  its  mouth  to  Alexandria,  where  men-of-war  can  go, 
and  the  probabiUty  of  some  attempts  being  made  by  the 
enemy  in  that  quarter,  make  it  prudent,  in  our  opinion,  to 
erect  beacons  or  signals  for  communicating  intelligence  of 
their  approach  up  ttie  river,  in  a  more  speedy  manner  than 
can  be  done  by  land.  We  have,  therefore,  appointed  Colo- 
nel Mercer,  of  the  Third,  and  Colonel  Peachey,  of  the  Fifth 
Regiment,  to  examine  the  river,  and  to  fix  the  different  posts 
and  mode  of  continuing  these  signals  ;  but  as  we  are  aware 
that  the  course  of  the  river  will  make  it  necessary  that  many 
of  them  should  be  set  in  your  Province,  we  hope  you  will 
approve  the  measure,  and  name  Commissioners  on  your  part 
to  co-operate  with  the  above-named  gentlemen  in  effecting 
it. 

We  hear  of  no  more  naval  arrivals,  and  the  former  are  quiet 
as  to  depredations  on  shore  and  up  the  river,  confining  them- 
selves to  seizures  in  the  bay,  when  they  have  an  opportu- 
nity. We  have  had  no  intelligence  of  General  Clinton 
since  he  went  out. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants. 
For  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia : 

Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


SAFETY. 

1776. 


J.    A.    THOMAS   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF 

St  Mary's  County,  March  9, 
Gentlemen  :  Since  my  last,  I  have  contracted  for  a  num- 
ber of  gun-locks,  which  will  be  sent  up  by  the  post.    In  my 
last  I  mentioned  my  having  stationed  a  part  of  my  company 


at  the  mouth  of  Patuxent  River,  and  the  rest  will  go  to  the 
lower  part  of  the  County,  on  Potomack,  as  soon  as  provi- 
sion can  be  made  for  them,  which  is  here  extremely  difficult 
to  be  done.  If  I  may  be  allowed,  I  will  immediately  go  to 
the  Eastern  Shore,  and  get  a  quantity  of  pork  and  hogs- 
lard.  I  suppose  fifty  barrels  of  pork  would  be  sufficient  for 
my  company  until  the' fall,  provided  I  could  get  a  seine 
for  each  division  of  the  company,  and  every  mess  furnished 
with  a  frying-pan.  My  company  being  stationed  in  a  fish 
country,  a  great  saving  to  the  publick  might  be  made  by 
furnishing  the  men  with  materials  for  catching  and  dressing 
them. 

If  you  think  proper  that  I  should  look  out  for  provision, 
be  pleased  to  inform  me  by  return  of  Mr.  Steward,  and 
give  me  leave  to  draw  on  the  Treasury  for  the  purchase 
money. 

I  hope  it  is  now  in  your  power  to  furnish  us  with  more 
ammunition,  and  the  arms  allotted  for  my  company.  When 
we  get  the  arms,  be  pleased  also  to  supply  me  witli  a  quan- 
tity of  cartridge-paper.  The  men  are  in  great  want  of  hats 
and  breeches.  Be  pleased  to  forward  them  to  me  as  soon 
as  possible.  This  County  being  in  so  very  defenceless  a  si- 
tuation obliges  me  to  press  you  for  the  supply  of  arms,  and 
I  hope  will  sufficientiy  plead  my  excuse  for  so  repeatedly 
pressing  you  for  them.  If  you  should  employ  Mr.  Steward 
in  any  way,  so  that  his  return  here  will  be  impeded,  be 
pleased  to  fall  upon  some  method  of  advising  me  as  soon  as 
possible ;  a  letter  sent  by  Colonel  Fitzhugh  will  quickly 
come  to  hand. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  A.  Thomas. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

P.  S.  I  am  in  great  want  of  rum  for  the  men  ;  if  it  be 
possible,  send  me  some. 

CAPTAIN    HASLETT    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Caroline  County,  Choptank  Bridge,  March  9,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Honours,  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  of  Safety:  You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  that 
a  vacancy  has  happened  in  my  company,  and  for  what 
reason.  I  would  beg  leave  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to 
remove  Mr.  Christopher  Driver  from  being  Ensign  to  be 
First  Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Robert  Postlewait  to  be  Ensign, 
for  said  company;  all  which  I  hope  wDl  turn  out  for  good 
to  the  common  cause. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

William  Haslett. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  Maryland. 

CHARIJ:S    CARROLL    TO    DANIEL    OF    ST.    THOMAS    JENIFER. 

Mount  Clare,  March  9,  1776, 

My  dear  Major:  I  wrote  to  the  Council  yesterday 
morning,  which  I  hope  they  have  received.  Since  that, 
yours  of  yesterday  evening  came  to  hand,  at  three  o'clock 
this  morning ;  I  immediately  despatched  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Baltimore  Town.  Mr.  Purviance  tells  me  he  wrote  you 
an  answer. 

We  got  the  Ship  Defence  into  the  river  this  morning ;  and 
she  has  retaken  Mr.  Hudson's  ship,  which  now  lies  in  the 
river  a  litde  below  her,  under  no  great  apprehension  I  fancy, 
of  the  Otter. 

We  had  intelligence  this  afternoon  that  Squire  had  run 
on  ground  on  the  Bodkin-Point ;  I  hope  it  may  be  true.  If 
it  should  prove  so,  we  may  perhaps  add  one  more  ship  to 
our  stock.  We  are  getting  a  tender  ready,  that  will  mount 
eight  or  ten  carriage-guns,  three-pounders.  She,  with  the 
Defence,  will,  I  think,  be  a  match  for  the  Otter  and  her 
companions.  I  am  positive  Nicholson  and  his  ship's  com- 
pany thuik  so — a  set  of  finer  or  more  spirited  fellows  I  really 
never  saw.  And  if  we  can,  as  I  hope  we  shall,  get  the 
tender  ready  by  to-morrow  morning,  they  will  push  for  an 
engagement,  and  I  really  am  not  in  much  doubt  of  suc- 
cess. 

I  cannot  conceive  that  the  Council  of  Safety  can  be 
prejudiced  in  the  opinions  of  the  gendemen  of  Baltimore, 
by  any  insinuations  against  their  conduct  by  Mr.  Ruben, 
or  any  other  person.  I  have  not  heard  them  say  a  single 
word  against  the  Government  sending  Mr.  Eddis  on  board 
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cash,  have  sent  you,  by  Captain  Hyde,  one  thousand  pounds, 
currency. 

Our  information,  before  your  letter  came  to  hand,  was, 

that  the  sliip  anchored  short  of  the  mouth  of  Patapsco,  but 

if  cxtTemelvfiui^nied  with  this  constant  hurry  of  business  ;    that  the  tendei-s  went  forNvard.     We  have  some  companies 

ideed   I  am  ahuo'st  ready  to  sink  under  it ;  liowever,  I  will    out  to  -uard  the  shore  on  this  side  oi  Patapsco,  and  along 

the  moutii  of  Magotij  River.  As  yet  we  have  received  no 
intelligence  this  morning  we  can  depend  upon  from  that 
quarter.  We  doubt  not  your  exerting  yourselves,  on  this 
occasion,  for  tliepublick  service  and  your  own  preservation. 
Mr.  Carroll  is  on  the  spot,  and  will  order  powder  and  lead 
from  Major  Gaither's,  should  any  be  wanted.  We  yesterday 
ordered  Colonel  Tliomas  Dorset/  to  march  with  the  Elk- 
Ridge  Battalion,  and  are  making  all  necessary  dispositions 
to  prevent  their  landing,  in  case  they  should  return  to  Aiv- 
napolis. 

We  are,  &;c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  {ov  Baltimore  County. 


the  OUcr.  though  I  confess  I  wish  some  other  person  had 
been  pitched  upon ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  they  think 
the  delay  occasioned  by  that  step  was  advantageous  to  them  ; 
I  am  sure  1  think  it  was  very  much  so.     I  irally  find  my- 

se 

indeed,  I  am  almost  ready 

push  for  Annapolis,  if  possible.     The  honest  thmgs  are 

settled  here. 

I  am,  sincerely,  dear  Major,  your  affectionate,  humble 

servant,  Charles  Carroll. 

To  the  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 


JOHN   CHEW   TO    CAPTAIN    RICHARD    CHEW. 

March  9,  1776. 

Dear  Brother  :  I  am  at  my  mother's  now,  moving  her 
furniture.  There  is  a  man-of-war  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  two  tenders.  I  hope  you  will  let  me  know  by  a  line 
how  the  case  is  with  you.  My  mother  has  sent  a  boy  with 
six  blankets. 

From  your  affectionate  brother,  John  Chew. 

To  Captain  Richard  Chew. 


SAMUEL   BIRKHEAD   TO    CAPTAIN    RICHARD    CHEW. 

March  9,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  As  we  are  informed  by  a  man  from  Mr. 
Stewart,  this  morning,  that  the  man-of-war  is  gone  to  Bal- 
timore, your  friends  here  desire  that  you  will  return  as  soon 
as  possible,  if  you  can  get  off.  We  never  have  stood  in 
so  much  danger  as  at  this  time,  for  we  expect  the  man-of- 
war  and  her  tenders  that  are  below,  to  be  on  us  every  mi- 
nute, and  nobody  to  stand  by  us.  Mr.  Stewart  has  got  all 
his  company  along  the  swamp  ;  so  we  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  ours  too ;  and  we  pray  and  beg  that  you 
will  return  with  all  speed. 

By  the  request  of  all  your  neighbours,  from  your  ready 

^®"'''  Samuel  Birkhead. 

To  Captain  Richard  Chew. 

P.  S.  All  the  families  on  the  bay  are  movmg  away. 
We  expect  to  be  cut  off  every  hour.  S.  B. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   BRIGADIER-GENERAL 

CHAMBERLAINE. 
[No.  39.]  Annapolis,  March  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  A  ship-of-war  and  two  tenders  went  past  this  har- 
bour yesterday  afternoon,  on  their  way,  we  imagine,  to  Bal- 
timore Town.  We  apprize  you  of  this,  that  you  may  im- 
mediately order  your  battalion  to  hold  themselves  in  readi- 
ness to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  You  will  make  the 
best  preparation  in  your  power ;  and  as  the  communication 
may  be  cut  off  between  the  two  shores,  which  may  prevent 
our  giving  particular  instmctions,  and  as  some  efforts  may 
be  made  to  land  among  you,  with  a  view  of  getting  provi- 
sions, we  desire  you  will  order  and  direct  them,  as  exigencies 
may  require,  and  endeavour  to  repel  any  hostile  attempts 
which  may  be  made  within  your  district.     Mr.   Thomas 

Smythe  is  now  at  Chestcrtomi,  and  we  request  you  will  ad- 
vise with  him  occasionally. 

We  are,  &c. 
To  Brigadier-General  Chamherlaine. 


Return  of  the  Thirty-First  Battalion,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  John  Weems,  now  at  London  Town,  viz: 

Captain  Thomas  Watkins's  Company,  as  per  muster-roll,  77 

Now  present,  12  officers,  70  privates,  guns  60. 
Captain  William  Brogden's  Company,  per  muster-roll,  80 

Now  present,  12  officers,  49  privates,  guns  41. 
Captain  Edward  Tillard's  Company,  per  muster-roll,     7.3 

Now  present,  12  officers,  38  privates,  guns  36.     . 
Captain  Abraham  Simmans's  Company,  per  muster-roll,  65 

Now  present,  9  officers,  39  privates,  guns  30. 
Captain  John  Dealers  Company,  per  muster-roll,     -     -  65 

Now  present,  1 1  officers,  34  privates,  guns  28. 
Captain  Richard  Chew's  Company,  per  muster-roll,    -  54 

Now  present,  12  officers,  26  privates,  guns  30. 
Captain  Richard  Weems's  Company,  per  muster-roll,     45 
Now  present,  8  officers,  28  privates,  guns  21, 

Field  Officers, 4 

Commissioned  and  non-commissioned  Officere,     76 
Privates  present,    ---------  284 

Muskets, 246 

Signed  per  order: 

Samuel  Harrison^  Clerk. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
March  9, 1776. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  BALTIMORE   COMMITTEE. 
[No.  38.]  Annapolis,  March  9,  1776—10  o'clock. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  your  letter  just  now,  and  are 
glad  to  hear  the  Ship  Defence  has  got  her  guns,  and  that 
some  of  the  powder  and  amis  we  expected  had  arrived  at 
the  head  of  Efk.  We  doubt  not  your  doing  everything  for 
the  best,  in  ordering  them  down.  Our  Commissary  is  not 
in  town.  We  request  you  will  appoint  one  pro  tempore, 
and  take  care  that  nothing  may  be  wanted  in  the  provision 
way  that  may  be  thought  necessary ;  and  to  put  you  in 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  ALEXANDRIA  COMMITTEE. 
[No.  42.]  Annapolis,  March  9,  1776; 

Gentlemen  :  A  ship-of-war  (which  we  take  to  be  the 
Liverpool)  and  two  tenders  passed  by  the  city  up  the  bay 
yesterday  afternoon,  and  came  to  anchor  off  the  mouth  of 
Patapsco,  whence,  we  conclude,  they  are  destined  to  Bal- 
timore Town.  They  took  a  New-England  schooner  out  of 
Patvxent  on  Tuesday,  as  they  came  up,  and  two  or  three 
other  small  vessels  yesterday.  We  expect  every  moment 
to  be  informed  from  Baltimore,  by  express,  of  their  move- 
ments, which  we  will  communicate  to  you ;  but  as,  pro- 
bably, they  are  gone  diere  with  a  view  to  take  what  vessels 
they  can  meet  with^  and  particularly  our  Ship  Defence,  and 
on  their  return  may  pay  you  a  visit,  we  think  proper  to 
apprize  you  of  their  proceedings  by  this  opportunity,  that 
you  may  make  the  best  preparation  in  your  power  for  their 
reception,  if  they  should  venture  up  Potomack. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Alexandria. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE 

OF    SAFETY. 
[No.  43.]  Annapolis,  March  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  At  eight  o'clock  on  Tuesday  night  our  two 
Pilot-boats  returned  to  this  place  with  intelligence  that  a 
man-of-war  and  two  tenders  were  pushing  up  the  bay  ;  tiiat, 
in  the  mouth  o(Patuxent  River,  they  made  prize  of  a  Neiv- 
England  vessel,  and  that  we  might  hourly  expect  them  off 
our  harbour.  We  immediately  despatched  expresses  to  Bal- 
timore Town,  and  other  parts  of  the  Province,  with  orders 
for  the  militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march. 
The  high  wind  all  day  on  Wednesday  prevented  these  aim- 
ed vessels  proceeding  up  the  bay.  Yesterday,  half-past 
three,  P.  M.,  they  hove  in  sight,  and  pushed  fast  up  the  bay, 
having  taken  several  small  vessels  on  their  way.  The  ship, 
which  we  imagine  to  be  the  Liverpool,  came  to  an  anchor 
last  night  off  the  mouth  of  Patapsco  River ;  the  tenders 
kept  under  sail.     Early  this  morning  the  ship  weighed,  and, 
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we  presume,  proceeded  up  Paiapsco  to  take  or  destroy  our 
Ship  Defence,  and  a  large  ship  loaded  with  wheat  and  flour, 
by  pennission  of  the  Congress.  Whether  the  Ship  Defence, 
with  a  battery  hastily  thrown  up,  will  be  sufficient  to  defeat 
this  hostile  attempt,  we  cannot  say ;  but  we  are  confident 
if  a  landing  is  attempted,  either  at  Baltimore  Town,  or  this 
place,  that  the  enemy  will  be  defeated. 
We  are,  he. 

To  tlie  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia. 

P.  S.  Nine  o'clock,  P.  M.  We  have  this  moment  re- 
ceived certain  intelligence  that  the  man-of-war  is  the  Otter 
Sloop,  with  two  tenders,  one  of  six  carriage-guns,  and  the 
other  with  swivels  only ;  that  they  have  taken  the  ship 
loaded  with  wheat  and  flour,  which  unluckily  happened  to 
be  aground  at  the  mouth  of  Patapsco ;  and  that  they  are 
proceeding  up  the  river  to  take  or  destroy  the  Ship  Defence. 
Fresh  provisions  also,  we  believe,  is  their  object. 
.  We  are,  &tc. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CHARLES    CARROLL, 
ESQUIRE. 
[No.  45.]  Annapolis,  March  9,  1776. 

Sir:  We  enclose  you  an  order  for  Captain  Strieker's 
Company  to  marcb  down  to  Baltimore  Town,  instead  of 
coming  to  Annapolis,  if  you  think  it  necessary.  When  the 
man-of-war  leaves  Baltimore  Town,  and  comes  down  this 
way,  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  them  to  Annapolis. 
Nothing  new  has  happened  since  writing  you  last  night. 
Strieker  has  already  been  ordered  here ;  your  express  may 
be  directed  to  meet  him. 
We  are,  Stc. 

To  Charles  Carroll,  Esquire. 


<ler  for  our  Province.  We  have  despatched  the  powder  to 
Christiana-Bridge,  as  wagons  are  not  to  be  had  here,  and 
have  wrote  to  difi'erent  gentlemen  at  the  bridge  and  head  of 
Elk,  to  assist  in  forwarding  the  powder  to  BaltimoreTov^n. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  affectionate  friends  and 
servants,.  • 

Ihomas  Johnson, 

R.  Alexander. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland, 

Philadelphia,  March  9,  1776. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  people  among  us,  that  the  Con- 
gress should  not  declare  the  Colonies  independent  of  Great 
Bntain, 'without  a  previous  recess  to  consult  their  constitu- 
ents about  that  important  question.  But  the  complicated 
and  increasing  business  of  the  Congress  will  not  admit  of 
such  a  recess.  Would  it  not  be  proper,  therefore,  for  their 
constituents  to  declare  their  sentiments  upon  ihat  head  as 
soon  as  possible  ?  This  may  be  done  by  the  various  Com- 
mittees and  Conventions  on  the  Continent.  Thpir  votes  or 
resolves  should  determine  the  question  in  the  Congress.  It 
was  in  this  manner  the  Continent  first  declared  their  deter- 
mination to  resist  by  force  the  power  of  the  British  Par- 
liament. The  first  Congresg  was  nothing  but  the  echo  of 
Committees  and  Conventions.  In  the  present  important 
question  concerning  independence,  the  Congress  should,  as 
in  the  fonner  case,  only  echo  back  the  sentiments  of  the 
people.  This  can  only  be  done  tlirough  the  medium  of 
Committees  and  Conventions.  The  sooner,  therefore,  they 
are  convened  for  that  purpose,  the  better. 

A  Lover  of  Order. 


MARYLAND     COUNCIL     OF     SAFETY     TO     CAPTAIN    GEORGE 
STRICKER. 

[No.  46.]  Annapolis,  March  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  If  you  should  receive  instructions,  either  from 
Charles  Carroll,  Esq.,  or  the  Committee  of  Observation  of 
Baltimore  County,  to  march  to  Baltimore  Town,  you  are, 
with  the  utmost  expedition,  to  proceed  to  that  place,  we 
having  empowered  them  to  order  you  there,  if  they  should 
think  it  necessary.  As  soon  as  the  ship-of-war  sails  from 
thence,  you  are  to  proceed  immediately  to  Annapolis. 
Such  baggage  as  may  be  necessary  for  you  at  Baltimore 
Town,  you  will  carry  with  you  ;  but  the  residue,  with  the 
spare  arms,  you  will  order  to  proceed  directly  here,  under 
a  guard. 

We  are,  &,c. 
To  Captam  George  Strieker. 


THOMAS  JOHNSON,  JUN.,  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Captain  Tibbett  has  this  moment  arrived. 
The  vessel  he  went  out  in  is  sold,  and  he  is  in  an  armed 
vessel.  He  has  only  about  two  thousand  pounds  of  powder, 
about  six  tons  of  lead,  duck,  osnaburghs,  &.c.  Tiie  vessel 
is  on  her  way  to  the  city.  We  shall  seijd  forward  the  ef- 
fects, as  well  as  the  powder  borrowed  from  our  Province 
by  Virginia,  which  is  ordered,  out  of  a  very  scanty  stock, 
to  be  returned. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 

^    "  '  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  Saturday  Evening,  March  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Immediately  on  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Purviance,  by  express,  advising  us  of  a  man-of-war 
being  in  your  bay,  we  applied  to  Congress  for  One  ton  of 
powder,  which  was  readily  granted.  The  Delegates  of 
Virginia  had  sent  off  one  ton  in  a  wagon.  This  without 
solicitatio;r  they  ofiered  us,  and  we  accepted,  and  have  sent 
their  order  to  the  wagoner  to  proceed  to  Baltimore.  We 
had  an  order  for  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  jjounds,  due  Maryland  from  Congress,  and  this  day  Cap- 
tain Tibbett  arrived  from  Statia  with  about  one  ton  of  pow- 
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SAMUEL    tucker    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Trenton,  March  9,1776. 

My  Lord  :  Since  writing  the  enclosed,  I  received  your 
favour  of  the  5th  current.  I  have  also  received  a  letter 
from  our  Delegates,  returning  your  letters. of  the  1st  and  3d 
current,  requesting  me  to  lay  them  before  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  notwithstanding  they  must  know  that  our  Provincial 
Congress  sent  a  letter  by  one  of  their  Members  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  offering  to  raise  two  battalions  more,  or 
one,  if  they  thought  it  most  proper.  Their  answer  was  the 
following  resolve,  which  I  copied  in  my  memorandums : 

"  March  1. — Application  being  made  by  the  Convention 
of  New-Jersey  for  two  more  battalions  and  two  companies 
of  Artillery,  to  be  raised  in  that  Colony,  and  the  same 
being  referred  to  a  Committee,  on  the  reports  of  the  said 
Committee,  the  Congress  did  not  agree  to  tlie  raising  any 
more  battalions  in  that  Colony. 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

The  above  resolve  was  received  and  read  in  our  Con- 
vention the  2d  instant,  and  two  companies  of  Artillerymen 
only  ordered  to  be  raised  at  the  expense  of  this  Colony. 
What  Mr.  Livingston  and  our  other  Delegates  can  expect 
by  referring  your  requisition  back,  I  cannot  say.  Neither 
can  I  with  any  propriety  convene  the  Committee,  (who  have 
already  advised  the  sending  your  letters  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  of  which  I  advised  them,)  as  the  members  live 
seventy  miles  apart.  I  should  be  happy  to  be  serviceable 
to  the  publick  in  general,  or  your  Lordship  in  particular. 

The  Congress  passed  a  law  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  all 
persons  that  may  be  suspected ;  to  be  carried  into  effect  by 
the  several  Committees. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  due  respect,  your  assured 
fiiend  and  humble  servant,  c  t> 

OAMUEL     1 UCKER. 

P.  S.  If  any  employment  should  offer  for  Major  Phil- 
lips, he  will  be  useful  to  you.     The  enclosed  is  his  writing. 

S.  T. 


JOHN    HATHORN   TO    NEW-YORK   CONGRESS. 

Goshen  Precinct,  Orange  County,  March  9,  1776. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Honour  :  Whereas,  some  vacan- 
cies subsist  in  several  companies  of  the  Militia  in  the  regi- 
ments of  Goshen,  Florida,  and  Warwick,  whereof  returns 
have  been  made  to  me  by  the  members  of  the  Committee 
who  were  appointed  to  preside  at  the  election  of  persons  to 
supply  those  vacancies  in  the  respective  companies;  of 
which  are  the  following : 
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In  Captain  Thompson's  Company,  in  Goshen  Regiment, 
returned  to  fill  liie  place  of  Che  Gale  and  Daniel  Everett, 
who  are  remo\ed  into  the  Minute  Comiiany,  viz :  William 
Thompson.  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Phincas  Case,  Ensign. 

John  Hopper,  who  was  ap|X)inted  Second  Lieutenant  in 
Captain  Dolsons  Com])any  in  Florida  and  Wanvick  Re- 
giment, refuses  to  accept  his  commission.  Returned  in  his 
\t\ACii,  Matthew  Dolson,  Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  John 
Tebons,  Ensign,  in  the  room  of  Matthew  Dolson,  being  ad- 
vanced. 

I  also  inform  your  Honour,  that  a  mistake  appears  in  the 
commission  for  the  First  Lieutenant  of  Ca]itain  Dolsons 
Company.  The  commission  is  come  for  Henry  Bartolf, 
which  should  have  been  for  Peter  Bartolf,  he  being  the 
person  elected  in  the  Company. 

I  pray  that  your  Honour  may  issue  the  commissions 
agreeable  to  the  above  return. 

I  am  your  most  obedient  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hathorn, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Goshen  Precinct. 
To  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Honoura- 
ble Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  iVcuj-lorfc. 

N.  B.  Have  added  another  return  that  has  this  moment 
come  to  hand,  of  the  appointing  Martinus  Decker  Second 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  Cartwright's  Company  in  Goshen 
Regiment,  in  the  place  of  Johannes  Decker,  he  being  ap- 
pointed Major.  J  jj 


GENERAL  SCHUyLER  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Albany,  March  9,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  1st  instant. 
I  wish  the  Paymaster-General  had  it  in  his  power  to  com- 
ply with  my  intentions  of  sending  money  to  your  Colony ; 
but  he  has  very  little  left  in  chest.  An  equal  scarcity  pre- 
vails in  Canada ;  but  there  its  consequences  are  more  to 
be  dreaded.  The  Canadians  will  not  by  any  means  take 
our  paper  money,  and  General  Wooster  is  greatly  distressed 
for  specie.  I  have,  with  much  difficulty,  and  by  giving  my 
own  security,  procured  and  sent  to  him  about  five  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars  ;  but  vastly  more  was  already  due  for 
the  necessary  contingencies  of  the  Army.  Cannot  your 
Colony,  my  good  sir,  assist  us  with  some  gold  or  silver  ?  If 
but  a  little,  it  will  still  be  of  great  service.  I  have  begged 
Congress  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  liquidate  the  accounts 
occasioned  by  the  taking  of  Ticonderoga.  The  people  un- 
justly blame  me  that  they  have  not  got  their  money.  On 
the  6th  of  August,  when  I  had  been  but  nineteen  days  at 
Ticonderoga,  I  pointed  out  to  Congress  the  .necessity  of 
paying  the  people,  and  observed  that  "  many  were  most 
truly  necessitous."  The  river  and  roads  above  are  almost 
impassable,  which  I  fear  will  cause  a  considerable  detention 
of  the  troops  here.  General  Washington,  I  find,  is  in 
great  distress  for  arms.  I  fear  I  shall  not  have  half  enough, 
after  Colonel  BurreWs  Corps  is  supplied,  to  ann  Colonel 
Van  Schaick's  Regiment.  We  have  a  variety  of  difficul- 
ties to  surmount ;  but  perseverance,  I  hope,  will  bear  us 
through.  And  may  Heaven  grant,  that  wiien  our  posterity 
may  relate  to  each  other  the  pain  of  the  struggle,  they  may 
feel  and  reflect  on  the  blessings  of  the  event. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  your  most  obe- 


dient humble  servant, 


Philip  Schuyler. 


To  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  March  9,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General:  I  am  honoured  with  your  letters 
of  the  23th  and  27th  ultimo,  which  were  delivered  me  on 
the  7th  by  Mr.  Bennett.  I  feel  in  the  most  sensible  manner 
the  disagreeable  situation  you  are  in  for  want  of  arms.  It 
adds  to  the  pain  this  information  gives  me,  that  we  are 
here  in  a  similar  situation,  and  unable  to  assist  you.  The 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts 
Troops,  arrive  here  more  or  less  without  arms,  or  what  may 
be  deemed  next  to  none.  I  have  people  in  every  quarter 
picking  up  the  few  that  are  to  be  had,  at  a  most  immoderate 
price,  and  after  all  I  shall  not  be  able  to  procure  above  half 
a  sufficiency  for  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment,  which 


is  raising  to  go  into  Canada.  None  are  to  be  had  at  Netn- 
York ;  and  how  to  ann  the  four  regiments  raising  in  this 
Colony,  no  mortal  knows.  Of  a  thousand  stand  the  New- 
York  Convention  contracted  lor,  six  only  have  been  de- 
livered, and  they  do  not  expect  more  than  thirty  of  the 
whole.  I  have  sent  to  Schenectady,  to  Mr.  Duncan ;  but 
I  much  doubt  if  he  has  any. 

Twelve  heavy  cannon  are  on  their  way  from  Netv-  York, 
and  have  got  as  far  as  Poughkcepsie,  where  they  wait  the 
opening  of  the  ri\'er.  But  what  will  General  Lee  do  with 
them  in  Canada,  w  ithout  either  powder  or  ball  for  tliem. 
And  I  shall  be  in  a  similar  situation  at  Neiv-York,  to  which 
I  am  ordered  by  Congress,  with  the  additional  mortification 
of  Jiaving  men  \\  ithout  amis. 

I  wish  to  be  at  New-York  as  soon  as  possible,  if  it 
was  only  on  account  of  receiving  better  medicid  cassistance. 
But  what  is  to  become  of  the  Army  in  Canada,  if  I  leave 
tliis  before  everything  is  put  into  such  a  train  as  that  it  may 
be  properly  supplied  ?  They  are  now  so  short  of  provi- 
sions (although,  if  common  care  had  been  taken,  there 
would  have  been  a  sufficiency  to  June)  that  I  have  been 
obliged  to  send  between  three  hundred  and  four  hundred 
barrels  of  pork  in  sleds,  at  the  vast  expense  of  seven  and  a 
half  dollars  per  ban-el. 

Two  Companies  of  Colonel  BurreWs  Regiment  only 
have  arrived  here  ;  one  of  them  has  gone  on,  and  about  half 
the  Pennsylvania  and  Jersey  Troops,  all  greatly  deficient  of 
their  full  complements.  The  tixwps  that  served  last  cam- 
paign in  Canada  are  chiefly  coming  away,  so  that  we  shall 
not  by  any  means  have  that  respectable  army  which  was 
intended  by  Congress. 

I  enclose  your  Excellency  a  return  of  the  troops  which 
were  with  General  Arnold  on  the  22d  ultimo.  This  is  the 
first  return  I  have  ever  received  from  that  quarter. 

March  10. — My  messenger  is  returned  from  Schenecta- 
dy ;  but  no  arms  are  to  be  had  there. 

The  ice  still  continues  in  Hudson's  River,  but  is  not 
passable  with  horses  and  carriages.  By  the  time  it  will  be 
navigable,  and  the  waters  which  are  out  subsided,  the  ice 
in  the  lakes  will  be  too  weak  to  venture  troops  on  ;  hence 
I  fear  that  no  more  men  can  get  into  Canada  until  tlie  be- 
ginning of  April. 

I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  General  Woos- 
ter, of  the  1st  instant.  He  says  not  a  word  relative  to 
Qucbeck ;  complains  of  want  of  specie,  and,  indeed,  not 
without  reason,  as  he  is  greatly  distressed,  the  Canadians 
absolutely  refusing  to  take  our  paper  money.  And!  have, 
with  much  difficulty,  been  able  to  procure  only  about  two 
thousand  one  hundred  pounds  here,  on  my  own  security, 
which  I  sent  him  on  the  28th  ultimo.  But  five  times  that 
sum,  and  more,  was  already  due  for  the  necessary  contin- 
gencies of  the  Army. 

I  enclose  you  copies  of  some  papers,  which  will  show 
how  Colonel  Allen  was  used. 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  specie  is  such,  that  I  fear  the 
most  fatal  consequences  from  die  want  of  it  in  Canada. 
This  induces  me  to  venture  a  question :  Would  it  be  im- 
proper to  ask  General  Hoive  for  the  subsistence  of  the  pri- 
soners in  our  possession  ?  If  he  should  consent  that  they 
might  draw  on  his  military  chest  for  it,  the  bills  might  all 
go  in  favour  of  an  agent  of  Congress,  and  hence,  we  should 
have  a  very  considerable  supply. 

We  have  many  difficulties,  my  dear  General,  to  encoun- 
ter ;  but  I  have  the  strongest  presentiment  that  we  shall 
struggle  through,  and  rise  superior  to  our  enemies.  May 
God  bless  and  protect  you. 

I  am,  most  sincerely  and  respectfully,  your  Excellency's 
most  humble  servant, 

PrtlLIP    ScHtTYLEB. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  honoured  with  yours 
of  the  1st  ultimo,  by  Lewis,  the  Caughnawaga  Indian,  to- 
gether with  a  letter  from  Colonel  Wxide,  advising  me  that 
some  part  of  his  regiment  had  marched  on  the  24th  Febru- 
ary, and  desiring  that  provisions  might  be  sent  to  Onion- 
River.  I  am  extremely  apprehensive  that  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  procure  sleds  to  go  there.  I  shall,  however,  imme- 
diately send  an  express  to"  Ticonderoga,  and  if  horses  can- 
not be  procured,  I  will  order  the  soldiers  that  are  there  to 
draw  it  by  hand.  "  p  c 
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Affidavits  of  William  Bradley,  Levi  Solomons,  and 
Ja»ies  Morrison,  concerning  Colonel  Allen's  treat- 
ment. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say, 
that  a  gentleman  known  by  the  name  of  Colonel  Allen 
was  brought  on  board  the  Gaspee  man-of-war,  then  lying 
before  the  Town  of  Montreal,  some  time  in  the  month  of 
September,  1775,  and,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  Captain 
Ryall,  who  then  commanded  said  ship,  I  put  a  pair  of  irons 
on  said  Allen's  legs,  which  he  wore  for  seven  or  eight  days, 
during  which  he  was  kejit  by  the  Boatswain's  cabin.  Af- 
terwards, the  irons  were  taken  off  his  legs  in  the  morning, 
and  handcuffi  were  put  on  his  hands,  which  was  the  prac- 
tice for  some  considerable  time.  Then  only  one  leg  was 
ironed  in  the  night,  and  handcufis  in  the  day.     Further 

saith  not.  -..r  -r. 

William  hJRADLEr, 

Midshipman  on  board  the  Gaspee, 

Sworn  before  me,  at  Head-Quarters  in  Montreal,  this 
14th  day  of  February,  1776. 

David  Wooster,  Brigadier-General. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Deposition. 

Richard  Varick, 
Secretary  to  Major-General  Schuyler. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say, 
that  on  or  about  the  24th  of  September,  177.5,  being  on 
board  the  Gaspee  man-of-war,  I  saw  Colonel  Allen  with  a 
pair  of  irons  on  his  legs,  and  a  sentry  standing  before  him 
with  a  pistol  in  his  hand. 

Dated  at  Montreal,  February  14,  1776. 

Levi  Solomons. 

Sworn  before  me,  Montreal,  February  14,  1776. 
,  David  Wooster,  Brigadier-General. 

I,  the  subscriber,  being  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say, 
that  some  time  in  the  month  of  October,  1775,  being  on 
board  the  Gaspee  man-of-war,  I  saw  Colonel  Allen  (as  he 
was  called)  with  a  pair  of  handcufis  on  his  hands ;  and  fur- 
ther saith  not. 

Dated  at  Montreal,  this  14th  of  February,  1776. 

James  Morrison. 

Sworn  before  me,  Montreal,  February  14,  1776. 

David  Wooster,  Brigadier-General. 

The  above  are  true  copies  of  the  original  Depositions. 

Richard  Vakick, 
Secretary  to  Major-General  Schuyler. 


GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL  TO  JOHN    ADAMS    AND    GEORGE 
WYTHE. 

Lebanon,  March  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  Oc- 
tober last,  asking  for  an  account  of  hostilities  committed  by 
the  Ministerial  Troops  and  Navy  in  this  Colony,  since  the 
first  of  last  March.  I  embrace  the  earliest  time,  after  re- 
ceiving the  accounts,  papers,  and  documents,  officially  au- 
thenticated, to  enclose  and  furnish  you  with  the  materials 
requested. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  gentlemen,  yoiir  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 
To  the  Hon-  John  Adams  and  George  Wythe,  Esquires. 


oppression  have  a  natural  tendency  to  move  the  Colonists  to 
a  separation  from  Gi-eat  Britain.  Nothing  else  could  in- 
duce them  to  an  event  so  distant  from  their  thoughts  or  de- 
signs. Burning  and  destroying  our  towns,  robbing  our 
property,  trampling  on  and  profaning  places  dedicated  to 
divine  worship  and  service,  and  cruel  treatment  of  the 
persons  so  unhappy  as  to  fall  into  their  hands,  are  injuries 
of  the  first  magnitude.  The  j)risoners  in  our  custody  meet 
generous  entertainment.  Is  it  not  time  the  law  of  retalia- 
tion should  take  place  ?  Every  subtile  art,  as  well  as  arms, 
are  used  against  us.  May  God  prevent  their  operations, 
and  turn  their  counsels  to  foolishness  ;  preserve  and  increase 
the  union  of  his  American  people  ;  grant  them  wisdom,  and 
guide  their  publick  councils. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Adams  and  George  Wythe,  Inquires. 

Invoice  of  Sundries  shipped  per  Captain  Howland,  an  ac- 
count and  -risk  of  Jeremiah  Clement. 

Six  barrels  coffee,  viz : 
No.  1.     205      tr.  21 
No.  2.     198  25 

No.  3.     193  21 

No.  4.     171  19 

No.  5.    J96  25 

963  111 

111 

852nett— at  11<7.    -     -     -     -  £39  01  0 

^°-  ^-     ^25  \  146  nett— at  8d.  -    -    -      4  17  4 

Six  barrefs,  at  Is.  9d.       -.---..  0106 

Cartage  on  board,  at  Is.  ------    -  0  01  0 

One  ton  pig  iron,  ---------12  00  0 

Cartage, 0  02  0 

Paid  Robert  Montgomery,  for  one  piece  linen, 

(twenty-five  yards,)  at  6s.  Id.     -     -     -     -  8  04  7 

Two  and  a  half  per  cent,  commissions  on  twen- 
ty pounds  five  shillings  and  seven  pence,     -  0  10  1^ 

£65  06  6^ 
Dated  New-York,  1st  Month,  19th,  1776. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy:  Jacob  Watson. 

The  above  is  a  true  invoice  of  goods  shipped  by  Jacob 
Watson,  on  board  the  Schooner  called  the  James,  John 
Howland  master,  which  goods  were  seized  by  Captains 
Parker  and  Vandeput,  of  his  Majesty's  Ships  Phenix  and 
Asia,  and  are  entirely  lost  by  me,  the  subscriber,  as  appears 
by  the  invoice  and  letter  received  from  said  Watson. 

Jeremiah  Clement. 

New-London  County,      ) 
Norwich,  March  9,    1776.  5 

Personally  appeared  Mr.  Jeremiah  Clement,  and  gave 
solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  above  certificate. 

Coram  Henry  Huntington,  Justice  of  Peace. 

This  may  certify,  that  I,  the  subscriber,  was  present  in 
New-  York  when  the  within-mentioned  Schooner  James, 
commanded  by  Captain  John  Howland,  was  taken  by  the 
barges  from  the  men-of-war  Phenix  and  Asia,  and  am  know- 
mg  to  the  truth  that  the  same  was  taken,  and  have  already 
given  oath  to  said  capture.  ^evi  Huntington. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  JOHN  ADAMS  AND  GEORGE 
WYTHE. 

Lebanon,  March  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Two  accounts  of  loss  by  hostilities  com- 
mitted by  the  Ministerial  Navy,  which  came  to  hand  since 
my  last,  are  enclosed.  I  do  most  sincerely  congratulate  you 
on  General  Washington's  success,  and  on  the  shameful  re- 
treat of  our  enemies  from  Boston,  which  demand  our  humble 
admiration  and  praise  of  the  Supreme  Director  of  all  events, 
for  his  marvellous  interposition  for  our  help.     Tyranny  and 


Invoice  of  Iron  purchased  of  Mr.  Daniel  Phcenix,  in 
New-York,  by  William  Hubbard,  viz  : 

January,  1776. — Ninety-four  bars  oi  Bloom- 

cry  iron,  is  3  Icwt.  2qr.  91b. — at  25«.     -     -   £39  9  5J 

Sixty-five  bars  of  refined  iron,  is  19cwt.  2qr. 

131b.— at  21s. 26  9  7^ 

Carting  the  same  on  board  Captain  Howland,        00  5  0 

New-York  currency    -    .    -     £66  4  1 
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I,  the  subscriber,  certify  and  say,  the  above  is  a  true  ac- 
count of  the  cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  bars  of  iron, 
shipped  by  me  on  board  the  Schooner  JoTnes,  John  How- 
land  master,  whicii  iron  was  seized  by  the  barges  belonging 
to  his  Majesty's  Ships  Asia  and  Fhenix,  commanded  by 
Captains  rarker  and  Fande^ut,  and  the  amount  of  said  iron 
is  a  total  loss  to  me.  William  Hubbard. 

Norwich,  March  9,  1776. 

New-London  County,    ) 
Norwich,  March  9,  1776.  5  *  ' 

Personally  appeared  Captain  William  Hubbard,  and 
made  solemn  oath  to  tlie  trutli  of  the  above  certificate. 

Coram  Christ.  Leffingwell,  Justice  of  Peace. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Govemour  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  : 

"Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  was,  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly, holden  at  New-Haven  in  December  last,  appointed  and 
directed  to  procure  a  just  and  well  authenticated  account  of 
the  hostilities  committed  by  the  Ministerial  Troops  or  Navy, 
whereby  any  damage  has  been  done  to  the  property  of  any 
person  or  persons  in  the  County  of  Hartford,  in  said  Colo- 
ny, since  March  last,  together  with  the  proper  evidence  of 
the  facts  related,  the  number  of  the  vessels,  either  inward 
or  outward  bound,  which  have  been  seized  by  them  since 
that  period,  and,  as  near  as  may  be,  their  value,  with  their 
cargoes  on  board  when  taken,  and  to  make  return  thereof  to 
your  Honour  :  I  now  beg  leave  to  report  that,  in  obedience 
to  said  appointment  and  direction,  I  have  made  diligent  in- 
quiry after  the  damages  done  by  the  hostilities  of  said  Troops 
and  Navy,  to  the  property  of  any  person  or  persons  in  said 
County;  and,  upon  such  inquiry,  do  find  that  a  large  brigan- 
tine,  called  the  Polly,  the  property  of  Messieurs  Matthew 
Talcott,  Esq.,  of  Middktown,  and  Captain  Jeremiah  Wads- 
worth,  of  Hartford,  both  in  said  County,  with  a  very  valu- 
able cargo,  the  property  of  said  owners  and  sundry  other 
persons  in  said  County,  was,  on  the  20th  day  of  September 
last,  taken  in  a  hostile  manner  by  his  Majesty's  ship  the 
Nautilus,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Collins,  and  earned 
into  Boston,  and  there  sold  and  disposed  of  to  the  use  of  the 
captors.  That  the  mariners  that  were  ftiken  in  said  brigan- 
tine  (except  the  master,  Giles  Sage,  of  said  Middletoivn, 
and  one  of  the  seamen,  Eleazer  Treadwell,  of  Haddam,  in 
said  County,  who  found  means  to  effect  their  escape)  are 
yet  detained  in  captivity,  and  have  suffered  very  severe 
treatment,  and  that  some  of  them  have  been  compelled  to 
fight  against  their  country. 

The  value  of  said  brigantine,  with  her  furniture  and  ap- 
purtenances, as  near  as  can  be  found,  will  appear  from  the 
smnexed  affidavit  of  Captain  George  Starr,  of  said  Middle- 
tovm,  and  said  Giles  Sage,  the  master,  (who  was  taken  pri- 
soner in  her,)  and  the  particulars  of  her  cargo.  The  persons 
to  whom  it  belonged,  and  the  value  of  each  particular,  will 
likewise  appear  from  the  annexed  account,  supported  by  the 
affidavit  of  said  Giles  Sage  and  Eleazer  Treadwell ;  and  the 
capture,  with  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  captors,  are 
stated  and  proved  by  the  following  depositions  of  Giles  Sage 
and  Eleazer  Treadwell  aforesaid. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I  do  not  find  that  any  other 
damage  hath  been  done  by  any  acts  of  hostility  to  the  pro- 
perty of  any  person  or  persons  in  said  County,  except  in 
the  capture  and  confiscation  of  said  brigantine  as  aforesaid. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  by  your  Honour's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Titus  Hosmer. 

An  Account  of  the  Brigantine  Polly,  Vessel  and  Cargo, 
Giles  Sage  Master,  taken  by  his  Majesty's  Ship  the 
Nautilus,  commandedby  Captain  John  Collins,  on  the 
20<A  of  September  last,  and  carried  into  Boston,  and 
converted  to  the  use  of  the  Ministerial  Army  and  Navy 
there  ;  in  which  is  contained  the  value  of  said  Brigantine, 
the  particular  articles  of  which  her  Cargo  consisted,  with 
the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  each  article  in  par- 
ticular did  belong ;  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  property  of  Matthew  Talcott,  Esq.,  and  Captain 

Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Merchants : 
The  Brigantine  PoUy,  one  hundied  and  ten 


tons  burden,  with  appurtenances,  valued 

at £500     0     0 

One  bolt  of  osnaburghs,  109  yards,  at  Is. 

per  yard,      ---------  .5     90 

Two  ban-els  of  pork,  at  60s.  per  barrel,    -  6     0     0 

Two  barrels  of  mess  beef,  at  60s.  per  bar- 
rel,       600 

One  bolt  of  canvass,  No.  1.  -     -  4     0     0 

One  hogshead  of  suga^  B  P.    No.  1 . 

containing     ..----     1565 

One  hogshead  of  sugar,  B  P.    No.  2. 

containing     ------     1400 

2965 
is  26cwt.  Iqr.  251b.,  at  55s.    -     -     -  72  16     5 

One  ream  post  paper,  at  22s.  per  ream,     -  5  10     0 

Twenty-nine  puncheons  Jamaica  rum,  No. 

1  to  29 — ^B  P,  containing  3129  gallons, 

at  4s. 625  16     0 

Twelve  bags  of  ginger,  containing  820lbs. 

at  50s.  per  cwt. 20     00 

One  pocket  of  cotton-wool,  containing  58 

lbs.,  at  2s.  6rf.  per  lb. 7     5     0 


The  Property  of  Richard  Alsop,  Esq. 

Nine  bolts  of  duck,  No.  1.  at  80s.  per  bolt. 
Seven  do.  do.  No.  3.  at  75s.  per  bolt. 
Twenty   bags  of  cotton-wool,  containing 

2,2141bs.  at  2s.  6rf.  per  lb.    -     -     -     - 
Eight    hogsheads   best  Muscovado    sugar, 

containing  9,8821bs.  weight,  is  88cwt. 

261bs.  at  60s. 

Two  puncheons  Jamaica  rum — B  P.    No. 

38,  39,  containmg  227  gallons,  at  4s.     - 


The  Property  of  Titus  Hosmer. 

Two  hogsheads  of  best  Muscovado  sugar, 
containing  2Icwt.  141b.,  at  60s.  per  cwt. 

One  cv&V.o(  Jamaica  rum,  containing  forty- 
four  gallons,  at  4s.        ------ 

Three  dozen  plates,  French  ware,  at  12s. 
per  dozen,   ------... 


The  Property  of  Elisha  Brewster. 

Fifty  pounds  of  indigo,  at  12s.  per  lb.       -       £30     0     0 
One  piece  of  checked  linen,  twenty-seven 

yards,  at  3s.  per  yard,       -----  4     10 


£1252  16 

05 

p,  Esq. 

£36  0 
26  5 

0 
0 

276  15 

0 

264  13 

10 

45'  8 

0 

£649  1 

.10 

ER. 

£63  15 

0 

8  16 

0 

1  16 

0 

£74  7 

0 

£34     1     0 


The  Property  of  Samuel  Russell. 
Two  puncheons  Jamaica  rum — B  P.  No. 


30,  31,  containing  225  gallons,  at  4s. 


£45     0     0 


The  Property  of  Messrs.  Wadsworth  and  Barnard. 
Two  puncheons  Jamaica  rum,  No.  36,  37, 

containing  226  gallons,  at  4s.  per  gal.,  -       £45     4     0 


The  Property  of  Return  Meigs. 

One  puncheon  Jamaica  rum — B  P.  No.40, 
containing  106  gallons,  at  4s.      .     -     - 


£21     4     0 


The  Property  of  Stephen  Ranny, 

Two  puncheons  Jamaica  rum — B  P.    No. 

32,  33,  containing  226  gallons,  at  4s.    - 

Two  tierces  best  Muscovado  sugar — 3  R. 

No.  1,  2,  containing  21cwt.  2qr.  151bs., 

at  60s.  per  cwt.,     ------- 


£45     4     0 


65     6     3 


£110  10     3 


The  Property  of  Jeremiah  Wetmore. 
One  puncheon  Jamaica  rum — ^B  P.    No. 

41,  containing  109  gallons,  at  4s.     -    -       £21   16     0 
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Three  barrels  of  mess  beef,  at  60*.  per  bar- 
rel,    --------_.. 


£9     0     0 
£30  16     0 


The  Property  of  Messrs.  Allen  and  Sage. 
One  hundred  and  ninety-six  pounds  of  in- 
digo, at  1'2«.  per  pound,    £117   12     0 

TTie  Property  of  Roger  Bulkly. 
Thirty-nine  pounds  of  indigo,  at  I2s.  per 

pound, £-23     8     0 

The  Property  of  Nathan  Sage. 
Three  tierces  best  Muscovado  sugar — N  S. 

No.  1,2,3,  containing  33cwt.  271bs.,  at 

60s.  -     -     - £100     9     1 

One  Negro  man  slave,     ------  50     00 

Ninety-one  pounds  indigo,  at  12s.  per  lb.,  54     0     0 


£204     9     1 


The  Property  of  Nathaniel  Ells. 

Two  tierces  best  Muscovado  sugar — N  E. 
No.  1,  2,  containing  22cwt.  3qr.  151b., 
at  60s., £68  13     9 


The  Property  of  Benjamin  Henshaw. 
Two  tierces  best  Muscovado  sugar — B  H. 
No.  1,  2,  containing  22cwt.  3qr.  41b., 
at  60s., £68     7 


2 


The  Property  of  Ozias  Willcox. 
Two  tierces  best  Muscovado  sugar — O  W. 
No.  1,  2,  containing  21cwt.  3qr.  101b., 
at  60s., £65  15     9 


The  Property  of  Josiah  Lee. 

Two  barrels  of  limes,  at  30s.  per  barrel,  -         £3     0     0 
Two  puncheons  Jamaica  rum — I  L.    No. 

1,  2,  containing  240  gallons,  at  4s.  per 

gallon, 48     00 


£51     0    0 


The  Property  of  Giles  Sage. 
Three  hundred  and  twenty-six  pounds  of 

indigo,  at  12s.  per  pound,      -     -     -     -     £195  12     0 
One  hogshead  best  Muscovado  sugar,  con- 
taining 1.3cwt.  Iqr.  161b.,  at  60s.,    -     -  40     4     0 
,  Three  puncheons  Jamaica  rum — B  P.  No. 
,34,  35 — G  S.     No.  1  containing   395 
gallons,  at  4s.  per  gallon,  -----  79     00 
Sixteeen  gallons  Jamaica  rum,  in  a  cask 

with  T.  Hosmer's  rum,  at  8s.  per  gal.,  -  3     4     0 

Eighty  pounds  of  ginger,  at  50s.  per  cwt.,  2     0     0 

Two  barrels  of  limes,  at  30s.  per  barrel,  -  3     0     0 

One  piece  of  fine  Irish  linen,     -     -     -     -  6     0     0 

One  gun,  at  51s.,  one  spy-glass,  at  30s.,  -  4     10 

One  pound  of  nutmegs,  _--.--  110     0 

£334  11     0 


The  Property  of  Samuel  Denny. 
One  puncheon  Jamaica  rum — S  D.    No. 
1,  containing  115  gallons,  at  4s.  per  gal- 
lon,    £23 


0     0 


The  Property  of  John  Hall  and  Jabez  Perkins. 
Four  barrels  of  limes,  at  30s.  per  barrel,  -         £6     0     0 
One  case  of  razors,  (John  HalTs,)      -     -  15     0 

£7     5     0 

Wages  from  June  20th  to  September  20^A,  1775,  due  to 
the  Master  and  Seamen,  lost  by  said  capture,  to  wit  : 

To  Giks  Sage,  three  months'  wages,  at 

50s.  per  month,      ---.---         £7  10     0 


To  Josiah  Lee,  three  months'  wages,  at  • 

50s.  per  mondi, 7   10     0 

To  Ekazer  TreadwcU,  three  months'  wages, 

at  50s.  per  month,  -------  7   10     0 

To  Jabez  Perkins,  three  months'  wages,  at 

50s.  per  month, 7   10     0 

To  John  Pike,  two  months'  wages,  at  50s. 

perzuonth, 500 

To  John  Hall,  three  months'  wages,  at  35s. 

per  month, 550 

To  Noadiah  Bailey,  three  months'  wages, 

at  35s.  per  month,       ......  550 

To  Jeremiah  Fulkrton,  three  months'  wa- 
ges, at  45s.  per  month, 6150 

£52    5    0 

Total  loss  on  vessel  and  cargo,      -    -     £37)34  19    ^ 

Colony  or  Connecticut,  Hartford  County,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  4th  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Titus  Hos- 
mer,  Esq.,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  tlie  Peace  for 
said  County,  Captains  George  Starr  and  Giles  Sage,  both 
oi  Middletotim,  in  said  County,  and  being  duly  sworn  to  de- 
clare the  truth,  upon  their  oaths  depose  and  say :  and  first, 
the  said  George  Starr  saith.  That  in  May  last,  at  said  Mid- 
dhtown,  he  carefully  examined  the  Brigantine  Polly,  bur- 
den about  one  hundred  and  ten  tons,  then  owned  by 
Messrs.  Matthew  Takott,  Esq.  and  Jeremiah  Wadswqrth, 
with  her  appurtenances,  being  upon  a  treaty  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  same ;  and  that  he  then  judged  her  to  be  worth 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  lawful  money  ;  and  that  he 
verily  believes  that,  at  the  time  she  is  said  to  have  been 
taken  (on  the  20th  oi  September  last)  by  the  Nautilus  man- 
of-war,  making  proper  allowance  for  her  wear  and  tear  on 
her  voyage  between  said  months  .of  May  and  September,  she 
was  well  worth  five  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money ;  and 
further  he  saith  not. 

And  the  said  Giles  Sage,  upon  his  oath,  deposeth  and 
saith:  That,  some  time  in  the  month  of  May  last,  he  was 
appointed,  by  said  Takott  and  Wadsworth,  master  of  their 
said  Brigantine,  the  Polly ;  and  on  the  12th  day  oi  June 
last  saUed  in  her  from  the  port  oi  New-London,  with  a  cargo 
of  horses,  provisions,  and  lumber,  shipped  partly  by  said 
owners,  and  partly  by  sundry  other  persons,  for  Kingston, 
in  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  in  the  West-Indies,  where  he  ar- 
rived on-  the  6th  day  of  July  last ;  that  he  continued  at 
Kingston  irom  tliat  time  till  the  20th  day  of  August  follow- 
ing, and  in  that  time  sold  the  cargo  of  said  brigantine,  and 
laid  out  the  nett  proceeds  in  the  purchase  of  the  produce  of 
said  Island,  and  other  merchandise,  and  laded  the  same  on 
board  said  brigantine,  cleared  her  out  at  the  Custom-house 
for  New-York,  and  on  said  20th  day  of  August  sailed  from 
Kingston  for  New-York.  The  deponent  further  saith,  that, 
on  his  passage  from  Kingston  to  New-  York,  on  the  20th 
day  of  September  last,  being  in  soundings,  and  not  far  from 
land,  about  southwest  from  Long-Island,  standing  in  for 
New-York,  we  fell  in' with  his  Majesty's  Ship  Nautilus, 
commanded  by  Captain  John  Collins,  who  immediately 
fired  tliree  guns  at  us  to  bring  us  to,  and  hoisted  out  her 
pinnace,  and  sent  her  with  a  number  of  armed  men  on 
board  the  brigantine,  took  said  brigantine  into  his  posses- 
sion, and  took  this  deponent  and  all  his  mariners,  the  mate 
excepted,  out  of  said  brigantine,  and  put  a  prize-msister  and 
seamen  on  board  in  their  stead,  and  then  stood  away  for 
Newport,  Bhode-Island,  with  said  brigantine  in  company. 

This  deponent  also  saith,  that  he  judged  said  brigantine 
and  her  appurtenances,  at  the  time  she  was  taken  as  afore- 
said, to  be  well  wortli  five  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money  ; 
and  that  her  cargo  consisted  of  the  several  articles  particu- 
larly enumerated  and  set  down  in  the  foregoing  account  on 
this  sheet  of  paper ;  that  the  same  were  the  property  of  the 
several  persons  therein  mentioned,  and  that,  to  tlie  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  same  would  have  been  worth 
the  prices  thereto  set  and  afSxed,  amounting,  in  the  whole, 
to  twenty-five  hundred  and  thirty-four  pounds  nineteen 
shillings  and  two  pence,  lawful  money,  had  he  been  per- 
mitted" to  carry  them  into  the  port  for  which  said  brigantine 
was  destined. 
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Tlifs  deponent  further  says,  that  at  JSexiyort  the  mate, 
Josiah  Lee,  w  as,  by  order  of  Captain  Collins,  taken  out  of 
said  brigantine,  and  confined  in  irons  on  board  the  Nautilus, 
and  continued  loaded  with  irons  eleven  weeks  afterwards, 
and  then  ^\  as  put  on  board  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Boyne, 
and  sent  to  England.  The  pretence  for  this  severe  usage 
was  an  infomriation  from  a  mariner  put  on  board  the  bri- 
pantine,  that  two  other  of  said  mariners  had  solicited  him  to 
join  \\  ith  them  to  rescue  said  brigantine  ;  and  likewise  told 
im  that  said  Lee  would  join  w  ith  them  ;  which  charge  the 
accused  seamen  denied,  and  declared  said  Lee  never  did 
say  anything  to  them  upon  the  subject ;  and  said  Lee  like- 
wise denied  that  he  had  any  knowledge  of  a  design  to  rescue 
said  brigantine,  or  that  he  had  ever  said  anything  upon  the 
subject  to  any  person  whatsoever. 

The  deponent  further  says,  that,  after  the  anival  of  said 
brigantine  in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  she  was  libelled  before 
Nathaniel  Hatch,  Esquire,  Deputy  Judge  of  the  Admiralty, 
and,  after  a  long  time,  condemned  ;  but  for  what  cause  this 
deponent  Is  ignorant :  it  was,  indeed,  given  out  that  some 
cotton-wool  he  had  on  board  was  not  shipped  agreeably  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  navigation  ;  but  of  this  the  de- 
ponent was  ignorant,  he  having  cleared  out  said  brigantine 
in  Jamaica  as  he  had  usually  done  on  former  voyages,  when 
no  exception  had  been  taken  either  in  the  West-Indies,  or 
here  in  the  Custom-houses  on  the  Continent. 

The  deponent  further  says,  that  he  continued  and  was 
detained  in  Boston  till  about  the  10th  day  of  December  last, 
when,  upon  being  informed  by  Captain  Collins  that  he  had 
orders  from  the  Admiral  to  put  him  on  board  the  Preston, 
then  bound  for  England,  as  soon  as  the  sales  of  the  brigan- 
tine and  her  cargo  were  closed,  he  found  means  to  make  his 
escape  to  Dorchester-Point,  and  from  thence  returned 
home. 

Finally,  this  deponent  says,  that  the  crew  of  said  brigan- 
tine, when  taken,  consisted  of  Josiah  Lee,  mate ;  Eleazer 
Treadwell,  Jabez  Perkins,  John  Pike,  John  Hall,  Noa- 
diah  Bailey,  Jeremiah  Fullerion,  and  this  deponent;  of 
which,  said  Eleazer  Treadwell  and  this  deponent  have  made 
their  escape,  and  the  rest  are  yet  detained  in  captivity ;  and 
further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

George  Stark, 
Giles  Sage. 

Sworn  the  day  and  year  above  written,  before  me, 

Titus  Hosm'eb.,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  Hartford  County,  ss. 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  upon  this  2d  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  personally  came  and  appeared  before  me,  Titus  Hos- 
mer.  Esquire,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for 
said  County,  Eleazer  Treadwell,  of  Haddam,  in  said  Coun- 
ty, mariner,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  upon  his  oath  deposeth 
and  saith :  That,  on  the  28th  day  of  May  last,  he  shipped 
himself  as  a  mariner  on  board  the  Brig  PoUy,  Giles  Sage 
master,  owfied  by  Colonel  Matthew  Talcott  and  Captain 
Jeremiah  Wadsivorth,  upon  a  voyage  from  Middletown,  in 
said  County,  to  the  Island  of  Jamaica,  in  the  West-Indies, 
and  from  thence  back  again  to  New-York  and  Middletown, 
and  soon  after  sailed  in  said  brigantine  from  the  port  of 
New-London,  and  arrived  at  Kingston,  in  Jamaica ;  and, 
having  lain  there  some  time,  he  sailed  again  in  said  brigan- 
tine from  Kingston  for  New-York ;  and  that,  in  his  pas- 
sage to  New-York,  on  or  about  the  20th  day  of  September 
last,  they  fell  in  with  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Nautilm,  being 
near  the  land,  which  immediately  fired  three  guns  at  us,  and 
then  sent  her  pinnace,  with  armed  men,  and  took  possession 
of  said  brigantine,  and  took  the  master  and  all  the  people 
that  belonged  to  the  brigantine,  except  the  mate,  and  carried 
them  on  board  the  Nautilus,  and  put  a  prize-master  and 
mariners  on  board  said  brigantine,  and  then  stood  away  for 
Newport,  in  Rhode-Island,  with  said  brigantine  in  com- 
pany. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  that  the  crew  of  said  bri- 
gantine, at  the  time  she  was  taken,  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing persons,  to  wit :  Giles  Sage,  master ;  Josiah  Lee,  mate  ; 
and  Jabez  Perkins,  John  Pike,  John  Hall,  Noadiah  Bailey, 
Jeremiah  Fulkrton,  and  this  deponent,  mariners. 

This  deponent  also  saith,  that  the  cargo  of  said  brigan- 
tine, at  the  time  she  was  taken  as  aforesaid,  as  far  as  he 


knows  and  can  remember,  consisted  of  the  following  articles, 
viz  :  a  large  quantity  of  Jamaica  mm  and  sugar,  beef,  pork, 
osnaburghs,  duck,  writing-paper,  ginger,  cotton-wool,  check- 
ed linen,  a  large  quantity  of  indigo,  a  negro,  a  gun,  a  spy- 
glass, which  this  deponent  knows  to  have  be(>n  on  board, 
but  has  not  any  means  in  his  power  to  ascertain  the  quan- 
tity or  quality  of  the  same. 

This  deponent  further  says,  that  the  mate,'  Josiah  Lee, 
at  Neuport,  in  Rhode-Island,  was  brought  on  board  the 
Nautilus,  and  confined  there,  and  laid  in  irons,  upon  pre- 
tence that  he  had  conspired  with  two  of  the  seamen  of  the 
Nautilus,  on  board  the  brigantine,  to  rise  and  rescue  the 
brigantine,  and  run  away  with  her,  although  he  steadily  de- 
nied the  charge,  and  the  infonner  was  not  reputed  a  pei-son 
of  good  character  by  the  crew  of  the  Nautilus,  and  it  was 
not  pretended  that  he  made  any  attempt  to  rescue  the  bri- 
gantine. or  had  done  any  one  thing  tending  that  way  ;  the 
loading  him  with  irons,  this  deponent  thought  to  be  very 
severe  treatment,  as  there  was  no  danger  from  him  on  board 
the  Nautilus ;  notwithstanding,  his  irons  were  kept  ujx)n  him 
till  this  deponent  made  his  escape  in  October  last. 

The  deponent  further  says,  that  soon  afterwards  the 
Nautilus  sailed  with  said  brigantine  from  Newport  for  Bos- 
ton ;  and  on  her  passage,  near  Beverly,  ran  aground,  and 
was  there  attacked  by  people  from  the  shore,  when  the  de- 
ponent, and  the  other  seamen  taken  out  of  the  said  brigan- 
tine, were  ordered  to  the  guns  on  board  the  Nautilus,  and 
compelled  to  fire  them  upon  the  town,  and  the  people  on 
shore. 

This  deponent  further  says,  that  he  was  detained  on 
board  the  Nautilus  till  towards  the  end  of  October,  when 
he  had  liberty  to  go  on  shore  in  Boston,  when  he  took  an 
opportunity  in  the  evening  to  make  his  escape  in  a  boat  to 
Dorchester-Point,  and  from  thence  returned  home,  leaving 
the  rest  of  the  crew  of  said  brigantine  on  board  the  Nauti- 
lus, and  said  brigantine  in  the  harbour  of  Boston;  and  liir- 
ther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

Eleazer  Treadwell. 

Sworn  by  said  Eleazer  Treadwell  the  day  and  year 
libove  written,  before  me, 

Titus  Hosmer,  Justice  of  Peace. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  loss  sustained  by  two 
Ministerial  Cruisers  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1775; 
(the  one  belonging  to  the  Rose,  James  Wallace,  command- 
er, the  other  to  the  Glasgow,  Howe  commander ;)  by 
Lemuel  Brooks's  Sloop  JSeptune,  laden  with  Sugar  and 
Salt,  bound  to  New-  York,  belonging  to  John  Brooks,  of 
Stamford,  in  Connecticut,  one-eighth  part ;  Josiah  Hub- 
ble, one-eighth  part ;  Jonathan  Boothe,  one-eighth  part ; 
Benjamin  Brooks,  one-fourth  part ;  Lemuel  Brooks, 
three-eighths.  As  the  honourable  Continental  Congress 
have  advertised  for  said  losses  to  be  brought  in  to  the 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  the  following  is  a 
true  account,  attested  by  the  master,  mate,  and  one  of 
the  mariners : 

Sloop  Neptune,  burden  ninety-Jive  tons,  forty-four  feet. 

Two  years  and  six  months  old,  full  rigged,     £600  0  0 
One    thousand   six   hundred   and    forty-one 

bushels  salt,  at  2s.  6a'.,         -     -     -     -     -  •  205  2  6 
Forty -three  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  pounds  sugar,  as  per  invoice,  at  45s.       97 1  11   9 
Fourteen  barrels  limes,  at  20«.      -     -     -     -       14  0  0 
Three  chests  of  clothes,  bedding,  quadrants, 

books,  and  cabin  furniture,  estimated         -       60  0  0 


£1,850  14  3 


Lemuel  Brooks, 
Eleazer  Scott, 
George  Raymond. 


•  ss. 


Fairfield  County, 
NoRWALK,  December  13,  A.  D.  1775.  _, 

Then    personally   appeared   Lemuel   Brooks,    master; 
Eleazer  Scott,  mate  ;  and  George  Raymond,  mariner ;  they 
and  each  of  them  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the 
foregoing  account. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Joseph  Platt,  Justice  of  Peace. 
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Invoice  of  Sugars  shipped  at  St.  Martins,  on  board  Slooj? 
Neptune,-  Lemuel  Brooks  Master,  on  proper  risk  of 
John  Brooks,  Esq.  Sf  Co.,  August,  1775. 
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Fairfield  County,  ss. 

Then  personally  appeared  Lemuel  Brooks,  master  of  the 
Sloop  Neptune ;  Kleazer  Scott,  mate ;  and  George  Raymond, 
mariner ;  and  made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing 
account,  or  invoice. 

Sworn  before  me : 

J.oseph  Platt,  Justice  of  Peace. 
Norwalk,  December  13,  A.  D.  1775. 

Province  of  Nova-Scotia,  Halifax,  ss: 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern,  by  this  publick  instrument 
of  protest  be  it  known  and  made  manifest,  That  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-five,  before  me,  James  Brenton,  Notary  and  Tabel- 
lion  Publick,  by  Royal  authority,  admitted  and  sworn,  and 
now  dwelling  at  Halifax  aforesaid,  personally  came  Le- 
muel Brooks,  late  master  of  the  Sloop  Neptune,  of,  and  be- 
longing to,  Connecticut,  and  made  this  his  protest,  in  manner 
and  form  following,  viz: 

That,  some  time  in  the  month  of  May  last,  he  sailed  in 
said  sloop  from  New-Haven,  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
bound  to  St.  Martins,  where  he  arrived  and  took  on  board 
a  lading  of  sugars  and  of  salt,  from  Salteriudas ;  that  on 
the  sixth  of  August  last  he  sailed  m  said  sloop  from  St. 
Martins  with  said  cargo,  bound  to  New-  York ;  that  on  the 
sixth  of  September,  being  off  Montauk-Point,  on  Long- 
Island,  which  bore  from  north  about  four  leagues  distance, 
he  was  boarded  by  two  sloops,  or  tenders,  belonging  to  his 
Majesty's  Ships  Rose,  James  Wallis,  Esq.,  commander,  and 
Glasgow,  Captain  Howe,  commander,  who  took  out  his  mate, 
and  all  his  hands,  which  they  removed  on  board  the  ten- 
ders ;  and  the  next  day  carried  the  said  sloop  into  Netvport, 
Rhode-Mand,  where  this  protestor  was  ordered  on  board 
the  Rose,  and  examined  in  regard  to  his  cargo,  of  which  he 
gave  a  full  account.  That  this  protestor  requested  leave  of 
Captain  Wallis  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  go  on  shore, 
which  was  absolutely  refused  him,  and  he  was,  thereupon, 
ordered  on  board  his  own  sloop,  where  he  was  detained  a 
prisoner  until  the  eleventh,  following,  when  he  was  forcibly 
taken  out  and  put  on  board  a  schooner  which  had  been 


seized,  and  was  ordered  to  Boston;  that,  on  the  12th  of 
September,  being  in  Boston  Bay,  in  said  schooner,  the  pro- 
testor was  ordered  and  taken  on  board  his  Majesty's  Sloop 
Hunter,  Captain  McKenzie,  then  bound  to  Halifax,  where 
this  protestor  anived  on  the  twentieth  instant,  and  was  soon 
after  his  arrival  allowed  his  liberty  by  said  Captain  Mc- 
Kenzie, and  came  on  shore  at  Halifax,  where  the  protestor 
now  is ;  of  all  which  the  said  Lemuel  Brooks,  the  said  pro- 
testor, hath  desired  me  to  make  a  publick  act. 

Wherefore,  I,  the  said  Notary,  at  the  request  aforesaid, 
have,  and  do  hereby,  solemnly  protest  against  the  said 
James  Wallis  and  Howe,  Captains  of  said  Sliips  Rose  and 
Glasgow,  and  all  concerned  in  the  seizing,  taking,  and  de- 
taining the  said  Sloop  Neptune  and  her  cargo,  and  for  all 
unlawful  restraint  of  the  liberty  of  said  protestor,  and  for 
all  costs,  damages,  and  expenses,  that  have  or  may  accrue 
for  and  by  reason  thereof. 

Thus  done  and  protested  at  Halifax  aforesaid,  the  day 
and  year  first  above-mentioned,  the  said  protestor  making 
solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  premises. 

J.  Brenton,  Notary  Publick. 
Lemuel  Brooks,  [l.  s.] 


•  ss: 


Fairfield  County,  Norwalk,      > 
December  13,  A.  D.  1775.  $  ' 
The  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  orimnal 
Protest  made  by  Lemuel  Brooks,  master  of  the  Sloop  Nep- 
tune, before  James  Brenton,  Notary  Publick. 
Compared  by  me. 

Test:  Joseph  Platt,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Stonington,  March,  1776. 
Sir:  Being  appointed  by  the  honourable  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  New-Ha- 
ven, (by  special  order  of  your  Honour,)  on  the  14th  of  De- 
cember, 1775,  to  procure  a  just  and  well  authenticated  ac- 
count of  the  hostilities  committed  by  the  Ministerial  Troops 
or  Navy,  whereby  any  damage  has  been  done  to  the  pro- 
perty of  any  person  or  persons  in  this  Colony  since  March 
last,  together  with  the  proper  evidence  of  the  facts  related, 
the  number  and  value  of  the  vessels,  whether  inward  or 
outward  bound,  which  have  been  seized  by  them  since  that 
period,  and,  as  near  as  may  be,  their  value,  with  their  car- 
goes on  board  when  taken,  and  make  return  thereof  to  your 
Honour;  beg  leave  to  report,  that  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw, 
of  New-London,  merchant,  has  lost  a  vessel  and  cargo, 
outward  bound,  estimated  at  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  five  pence ;  and  that 
Messrs.  William  Coit,  Jabez  Perkins,  Joseph  Williams, 
and  Levi  Huntington,  of  Norwich,  in  a  vessel  bound  from 
New-York  to  New-London,  have  lost  goods  to  the  value  of 
three  hundred  and  seventy-six  pounds  four  shillings  and  six 
and  three-fourths  pence;  and  that  tlie  damage  done  the 
buildings  and  goods  by  tlie  attack  from  Captain  James 
Wallace,  at  Stonington,  Long-Point,  amounts  to  thirty- 
three  pounds  lawfiil  money ;  to  which,  if  I  may  add  the 
expense  of  one  thousand  of  the  Minute  and  Militiamen 
which  attended  the  alarm,  two  days  each,  at  one  shilling 
and  four  pence  per  day,  and  travel,  one  with  another,  at 
one  shilling  and  four  pence,  and  one  shilling  and  six  pence 
per  day  for  board  of  each  man,  we  shall  find  it  to  be  three 
hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds  two  shillings  and  six  pence ; 
which  believe  to  be  less  than  the  real  expense  amounted  to ; 
exclusive  of  twelve  pounds  four  shillings  and  six  pence, 
allowed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  Jonathan  Weaver, 
Jun.,  for  his  support  and  expenses  for  doctors  while  con- 
fined with  the  wounds  he  received  from  the  enemy  at  said 
attack ;  together  with  account  of  damage  sustained  by  Mr. 
Brown,  ot  Fisher's  Island,  in  the  Province  of  New- York, 
which  then  amounted  to  seven  hundred  and  five  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  one  pence,  lawful  money;  accounts  of 
all  which,  with  affidavits  thereto,  I  enclose ;  and  am,  with 
great  respect,  youR  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Nathaniel  Minor. 
To  Govemour  Trumbull. 

Account  of  Stock  taken  from  Mr.  Benjamin  Brown,  oJ 
Fisher's  Island,  in  the  Province  of  New-York,  by 
Captain  James  Wallace,  of  the  Ship  Rose,  and  other 
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ships-of-ivar  and  transports  under  Am  command,  on  the 
1th  and  8th  of  August,  A.  D.  1775,  vis : 
1,100  sheep,  at  6s.  sterling  per  head,     -     -    £330     0     0 
30  head  of  cattle  at  scale  prices,       -     -       102  15     0 


Reduced  to  lawful  money  is. 


£432  15     0 
-    £587  13     4 


August  19,  1775. — Expense  of  removing  said  Brown's 
stock  from  Fisher's  Island,  hy  advice  o/New-Lonhon 
County  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Safety,  viz : 

Boatins;  of  28  cows,  at  3s.  per  head,      -     -  £4     4  0 

Do.       8  two  year-old  cattle,  at  2«.  M.  10  0 

Do.       30  yearling  cattle,  at  2s.  r     -     -  3     0  0 

Do.       562  sheep,  at  2flf. 4  13  8 


£12  17     8 


Account  of  expense  and  damage  said  Brown  sustained  by 
keeping  his  stock  on  the  main,  and  in  not  improving  the 
Island,  viz : 

Keeping  28  cows  from  the  1st  o{  November, 
1775,  (when  they  ceased  to  pay  their 
keeping,)  to  the  31st  of  January,  1776,  at 
Is.  6d.  per  week,  being  13  weeks  each,  is,    £27     6     0 

To  keeping  62  sheep  from  19th  o[  August, 
1775,  to  January  31,  1776,  being  23i 
weeks  each,  at  Id.  per  week,  the  rest  be- 
ing sold  at  fetching  off,  ------         605 

To  keeping  28  yearling  cattle  23  i  weeks 

each,  at  Id.  per  week,    ------       18  15     8 

To  damage  sustained  by  not  improving  the  28 
cows  on  the  Island,  loss  of  feed,  and  what 
they  suffered  by  being  carried  off,  at  20s.,        28     0     0 

To  damage  by  loss  of  feed,  and  in  not  being 
permitted  to  keep  500  sheep  on  the  Island, 
being  the  usual  quantity  for  increase,  &,c.. 
Is.  per  head,  ---------       25     00 


£105  13     1 


New-London  County,         ) 
Stonington,  January  31,  1776.  5     ' 

Personally  appeared  Mr.  John  Brown,  of  Fisher's  Island, 
of  lawful  age,  and  (being  duly  sworn,)  testifieth  and  saith : 
That  he  lived  with  his  father,  Mr.  Benjamin  Brown,  the 
year  past ;  and  that,  in  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  August 
last.  Captain  Wallace,  of  the  Ship  Rose,  and  some  other 
ships-of-war  and  transports  under  his  command,  came  to 
anchor  at  the  west  end  of  said  Island ;  soon  after  which. 
Captain  Wallace,  with  a  number  of  armed  men,  came  on 
shore,  and  applied  to  his  father  for  a  number  of  fat  cattle 
and  sheep  ;  that  Captain  Wallace  said,  if  he  would  let  them 
have  them  at  such  price  as  this  deponent  and  one  Colonel 
WiUard  should  agree  for,  all  was  well ;  but  if  that  did  not 
suit  the  deponent  and  his  father,  he,  Wallace,  said  he  would 
have  them  notwithstanding ;  and  commanded  them  unme- 
diately  to  have  said  stock  brought  up  and  yarded ;  upon 
which  this  deponent,  with  others,  (knowing  themselves  and 
the  stock  of  said  Island  to  be  in  the  power  of  said  Wallace,) 
went  after  the  cattle  and  sheep,  and  brought  them  up  and 
yarded  them;  that  this  deponent  and  Colonel  Willard 
valued  the  eleven  hundred  sheep  and  thirty  cattle  at  four 
hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds  fifteen  shillings  steHing ; 
that  the  sheep  were  put  on  board  the  transports  the  Ith'of 
August,  and  the  cattle  the  day  following ;  and  that  he  ex- 
pected Captain  Wallace  would  pay  his  father  for  said  stock, 
and  that  this  deponent  went  on  board  the  Spy  transport 
with  the  account,  to  receive  the  money  thereon  ;  that  when 
on  board,  the  Captain  of  the  Spy  (H.  Evans)  gave  him  an 
order  on  his  Excellency  General  Gage  for  the  amount  of 
said  cattle  and  sheep ;  and  that  he  received  no  other  consi- 
deration whatever,  and  that  no  part  of  said  order  hath  ever 
been  paid.  And  this  deponent  further  testifieth,  that  the 
within  account  of  expense  for  removing  the  sheep,  cows, 
ho..,  to  the  main,  and  the  keeping  them,  is  a  true  and  just 
account,  and  that  he  thinks  the  damage  his  father  sustained 
b^  the  removing  the  stock  from  said  Island  (not  being  per- 
mitted to  return  Uiem  again)  is  as  great  as  it  is  here  estima- 


ted at,  and  that  his  father's  damage  is  daily  increasing,  both 
by  the  expense  of  keeping  the  stock  and  in  his  not  being 
pennitted  to  feed  and  improve  the  Island  as  usual. 

John  Brown. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Nathaniel  Minor,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Appraisal  of  damage  done  at  Stonington,  Long-Point, 
in  Connecticut,  hy  Captain  Wallace,  of  the  Ship 
Rose,  and  Tenders  under  his  command,  on  the  30th  of 
August,  A.  D.  1775,  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

Mr.  Joseph   Denison,  2d,    house,   shop,  and 

goods,      -----------  £3    4  0 

Mr.  James  Rhodtn  house,     ------  3170 

Mr.  John  Denison,  4th,  house  and  goods,       -  6   10  0 

Mr.  Isaac  Sheffield,  house  and  goods,   -     -     -  2  14  0 

Mr.  John  Rathbun,  house,  shop,  and  goods,    -  1   10  0 

Mr.  JoA?i2?rozwi,Jun. ,  house,  store,  and  goods,  3   12  0 

Mr.  Oliver  Hillard,  house  and  bam,     -     -     -  0  10  0 

Mr.  Gilbert  Fanning,  house,       -----  140 

Mr.  John  Denison,  5th,  house  and  goods,  -     -  0  10  0 

Mr.  John  Minor,  house  and  goods,        -     -     -  0  12  0 

The  School-house,      --------  060 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Crandal,  house  and  store,    -     -  14  0 

Mr.  Samuel  Bebe,  house,       ------  030 

Mr.  Thomas  Hiccox,  house,  ------  0120 

Major  Oliver  Smith,  house,  ware-house,  shop, 

and  goods,    ----------  3  14  0 

Captain  Thomas  Robinson,  house  and  store,    -  0  10  0 

Mr.  James  Trip,  goods,    -------  280 

£33     0  0 


New-London  County, 
Stonington,  February  5,  1776.  J 

Personally  appeared  Mr.  Samuel  Satterlee,  house-car- 
penter and  joiner,  and  made  solemn  oath,  That,  having  caire- 
fully  inspected  the  damage  done  the  buildings  and  goods,  at 
Long-Point,  by  Captain  James  Wallace,  of  the  Ship  Rose, 
and  tenders  under  his  command,  on  the  30th  of  August  last, 
and  having  considered  the  same,  find  it  agreeable  to  the 
above  account.  ^ 

Sworn  before  me, 

Nathaniel  Minor,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Invoice  of  Cargo  and  Expenses  shipped  on  board  the  Sloop 
Black  Joke,  John  Mackibbin  Master,  for  Jamaica,  on 
account  and  risk  of  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun.,  owner  of 
said  Vessel  and  Cargo,  and  consigned  to  said  master. 

Seven  thousand  two  hundred  pipe-staves,  at 

80s. £28  16     0 

Three  thousand  hoops,  at  60s.      -     -     -     -  9     0     0 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  packs  shaken  cask, 

at4s.   -     -     -    - 22  12     0 

Four    thousand    five    hundred    and    twenty 

bunches  onions,  at  2^d.  .--.'.  47  1  8 
Three  barrels  pork,  at  60s.;  seven  barrels  beef, 

at  45s. -        24   15     0 

Four  tierces  bread,  at  40s.;  fifty-five  water 

casks,  at  9s. 32  15     0 

Fourteen  shoats,  weight  757  lbs.,  at  2d.  -     -  6     6     2 

Five  hundred  bushels  oats  and  rye,    -     -     -        45     0     0 
Eight  tons  hay,  at  60s.       ------        24     00 

Thirty-six  horses,  amounting  to    -     -     -     -      432     0     0 

Expense  of  loading,    erecting  awning,  one 

month's  pay  in  advance,  he,  amounting 

to 97     0     4 

769  6  2 
Commission  on  ditto,  at  5  per  cent.  -  -  38  9  3 
The  value  of  the  Sloop,    ------      450     0     0 

Lawful  money,    -    -    -    -     £1,257  15     5 

Errors  excepted :  -^  '7.       ~~^       ~ 

Nathaniel  ohaw,  Jun. 

New-London  County,       ) 
New-London,  January  1776.  5  **' 

Personally  appeared  Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw,  of  Neiv-Lon- 
don,  merchant,  and  made  solemn  oath  that  the  above  sloop, 
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called  the  Black  Jolce,  John  Mackibbm  master,  with  cargo 
as  above,  sailed  from  New-London  on  the  '29th  of  August 
last,  bound  for  Jamaica,  on  the  deponent's  own  account  and 
risk ;  and  that  said  sloop  was  aftei-wards  taken  in  his  sight, 
near  Fisher's  Island,  by  Captain  Wallace,  of  the  Ship  Rose ; 
and  that  this  deponent  hath  since  received  a  letter  from  his 
said  master  at  Boston,  advising  him  of  said  sloop  and  cargo's 
being  carried  in  there,  and  sold  at  publick  sale ;  and  that 
said  master  was  not  pcmiitted  to  have  any  part  thereof. 
Sworn  before  me, 

Nathaniel  Minor,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Invoice  of  sundry  articles  of  Merchandise,  the  property  of 
William  Coit,  Jabez  Perkins,  Joseph  Williams, 
and  Levi  Huntington,  shipped  by  said  Levi  Hunting- 
ton, on  board  the  Schooner  James,  John  Howland 
Master,  in  New-York,  the  llth  o/ January,  1776,  to 
be  transported  to  New-London  ;  which  goods  were  seized 
by  Captains  Parker  and  Vandeput,  of  his  Majesty's 
Ships  Phenix  and  Asia,  then  stationed  at  New- York  ; 
viz  : 

Two  pieces  green  plush,  34  yards,  at  5s.     - 

One  piece  black  do.,  16.^  yards,  at  4s.  6d.    - 

One  piece  marble  do.,  14  yards,  at  5s.  4d.   - 

One  piece  blue  shalloon,    ------ 

Two  dozen  snuff-boxes,  at  3s.     -     .     -     - 

One  double  groce  of  double-gilt  buttons,     - 

One    do.     do.     hard  metal  buttons,  at  16s. 

Three  bags  basket  buttons,  at  5s.      -     -     - 

Quarter  of  a  pound  Scotch  thread,  at  24s.    - 

Two  dozen  plated  knee  buckles,  at  18s. 

One  groce  coat  bindings,  ------ 

One  piece  ratteenet,     ------- 

One  piece  serge  denim,  15  yards,  at  7s. 

One  piece  blue  durant,      ------ 

Three  pieces  worsted  stuff,  at  72».    -     -     - 

One  piece  lawn,      -------- 

One  piece  broadcloth,  18  yards,  at  15». 

One  dozen  women's  blue  worsted  hose, 

Six  dozen  pewter  tablespoons,  at  3s.  6d. 

A  cask  to  pack  in,  -------- 

Part  of  a  cask  of  pewter,  amounting  to 

Seven  and  a  half  yards  kersey,  at  8s.    -     - 

Thirteen  and  a  half  yards  i?aiA  coating,  16s. 

Thirteen  and  a  half  yards  brown  shalloon,  at 
2s.  6d. 

Nineteen  and  a  half  yards  broadcloth,  at  14s. 

One  hundred  and  four  yards  osnaburghs,  at 
Is.Gd 

Twenty-five  yards  white  flannel,  at  3s.  lOd. 

A  cask  to  pack  in,  -------- 

Thirty-five  and  three-quarters  yards  broad- 
cloth, at  8s.  6d.  -------- 

Seven  and  three-quarters  yards  snufF-colored 
broadcloth,  at  7s.  8d.     ------ 

Twenty-nine  and  a  half  yards  yellow  flan- 
nel, at  3s.  3d.     -------- 

Thirty-one  yards  blue  flannel,  at  3s'.  6d. 

Three  pieces  cambrick,      ------ 

One  piece  Irish  camlet,     ------ 

One  piece  silk      do.,    36  yards,  at  4s.  -     - 

A  cask  to  pack  in,  -------- 

Two  pieces  durant,       ------- 

Three  pieces  shalloon,  at  65s.      -     -     -     . 

Twenty-five  pieces  Irish  camlet,  at  52s. 

One  bag  of  buttons,     ------- 

Twenty-nine  and  one-quarter  yards  of  rat- 
teenet, at  4s.  --------     - 

One  piece  of  black  everlasting,  16  yards,  at 
3s.  9rf. 

One  piece  of  spotted  bandanas,    -     -     -     - 

Five  bags  of  buttons,    ------- 

Three  groce  quality,  at  16s.   -     -     -     -     - 

One  quarter  groce  narrow  ditto,  -     -     -     - 

Two  ounces  Scotch  thread,     -     -     -     -     - 

One  piece  ribbon,  -------- 

One  piece  blue  broadcloth,  15  yards,  at  9s. 

Two  pieces  brown  broadcloth,  33|  yards,  at 
lis. 

A  cask  to  pack  in,  -------- 

One  piece  brown  ratteenet,     -     -     -     -     - 
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Half  pound  scarf  twist,     ------ 

One  ])ound  silk  and  hair,  ------ 

Two  dozen  tobacco  boxes,  at  15s.    -     -     - 
Three  pieces  black  ribbon,  at  25s.     -     -     - 
One  double  groce  white  metal  buttons,  -     - 
Eight  yards  black  catgut,  at  3s.  -     -     -     - 

One  dozen  black  ribbed  hose,       .     .     -     . 
Twenty  pounds  pepper,  at  5s.      -     .     -     - 
A  bag  for  pepper,   -------- 

Two  bladders  (15  pounds)  2  ounce  Scotch 

snuff,  at  2s.  6(/. 

Four  dozen  brass  handles,  at  15s.      -    -    . 
Two  dozen  escutcheons,  at  7s.  6d.   -     -     - 
A  tierce  of  earthemware,        -     -     -     -     - 

Eight  blue  and  white  mugs,    -     -     -     -     - 

Two  dozen  brown  mugs,  at  10s.  -     -     -     - 

One  dozen  pint  mugs,        ------ 

One  dozen  blue  and  white  mugs,      -     -     . 
Two  dozen  wine-glasses,  at  6s.    -     -     -     - 

Two  dozen  tumblers,  at  7s.    -     -     -     -     - 

Six  pounds  red  sanders,  at  Is.  6d.    -     -     . 
One  dozen  court-plaster,   ------ 

Two  pounds  gunpowder,  at  7s.   -     -     -     - 

Half  pound  cloves,  at  28s.     -     -     -     -     - 

Twenty-eight  pounds  copperas,  at  4d.   -     - 
Eleven  yards  broadcloth,  at  14s.       -     -     - 
Four  pounds  colored  thread,  at  7s.   -     -     - 
One  pair  flatirons,  -------- 

Two  blue  and  white  handkerchiefs,  at  5s.  - 
Eight  dozen  ivory  combs,  ------ 

Two  and  a  half  bags  of  buttons,  -     -     -     - 

One  pound  and  two  ounces  scarf  twist. 
Four  dozen  brass  handles,  and  two  dozen  es- 
cutcheons,     --------- 

One  dozen  chest  locks,      ------ 

Two  dozen  till  locks,    ------- 

One  dozen  marking  irons,  ------ 

Five  chopping  knives,  at  2s.  -     -     -     -     - 

Two  candlesticks,  at  Is.  6d.  -     -     -     -     - 

One  dozen  ink  pots,     ------- 

One  dozen  penknives,  ------- 

One  pound  brass  tacks,      ------ 

Half  dozen  inkpowder,      ------ 

Fifty  pounds  pewter,  at  I9d.  -     -     -     -     - 

Seven  pieces  Dutch  lace,  ------ 

One  dozen  chest  hinges,    ------ 

Half  dozen  currycombs,    ------ 

One  dozen  cutto-knives,    ------ 

Two  horse-whips,  at  7s.  Id.  -     -     -     -     - 

One  muff  and  tippet,   ------- 

One  dozen  Kilmarnock  caps,  -     -     -     -    - 

Two  barrels  Geneva,  two  ditto  brandy,  and 

one  barrel  anise-seed,  as  per  bill,  -     -     - 

One  barrel  butter  biscuits,  and  cask  for  ditto, 


£1  8 

0 

2  0 

0 

1  10 

0 

3  15 

0 

0  12 

0 

1  4 

0 

5  0 

0 

5  0 

0 

0  2 

2 

1  17 

10 

3  0 

0 

0  15 

0 

0  1 

8 

0  8 

0 

1  0 

0 

0  5 

0 

0  6 

0 

0  12 

0 

0  14 

0 

0  9 

0 

0  10 

0 

0  14 

0 

0  14 

0 

0  9 

4 

7  14 

0 

1  8 

0 

0  4 

0 

0  10 

0 

6  4 

0 

1  19 

6 

3  3 

0 

3  0 

0 

1  8 

0 

0  14 

0 

0  10 

6 

0  10 

0 

0  3 

0 

0  3 

0 

0  12 

0 

0  7 

6 

0  4 

6 

3  19 

2 

2  6 

9 

0  13 

0 

0  7 

6 

0  10 

0 

0  14 

2 

2  0 

0 

0  12 

0 

36  11 

3 

1  11 

2 

■  ss. 


£.376    4    6| 

New-London  County, 
Norwich,  March  7,   1776. 

Personally  appeared  Mr.  Levi  Huntington,  of  Norwich, 
one  of  the  owners  of  the  goods  in  the  foregoing  Invoice, 
and  gave  solemn  oath  that  the  said  Invoice  is  a  just  and  true 
account  of  the  goods  taken  from  them,  on  board  the  Schooner 
James,  in  January  last ;  and  that  they  have  lost  the  same. 

Before, 

Benjamin  Huntington,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Account  of  sundry  losses  sustained  by  Samuel  Miller, 
Thomas  Morris,  and  Francis  Coddington,  viz  : 

Sloop  St.  John,  Gilbert  Harrison,  taken  by 
the  Scarborough,  valued  by  Captain  Berk- 
ley's account ;  sterling,    ------  £3,000  0  0 

Sloop  Betsey,  William  Vaughan,  master,  threw 
overboard,  when  chased  by  the  Raven,  five 
liundred  pounds  powder,  and  sundry  other 
goods,  amounting  to-------         200  0  0 

Sloop taken  in  St.  Mary's,  having  one 

hundred  banels  of  rice  on  board,  and  carried 

to  St.  Augustine,  by  Capt,  Grant,  worth  -         550  0  0' 

Sloop  Neptune,  Captain  Morris,  taken  by  ditto, 
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on  tliis  coast,  wortli,  as  per  bill  enclosed, 

£947  4s. ;  slo<jp  valued  at  £356,       -     -  £1,303  4  0 

Brisantine  Nancy,  Job  Pray,  burnt  by  order 
ol"  Captain  EI'Hji,  of  the  Sclux)ner  Hinchin- 
brook,  having  five  tliousand  staves  on 
board,  tot;J  wortli,     -     - 425  0  0 

Brigantiiie  Saimicy,  Capt.  Woodhousc,  taken 

outward  bound  oft'  St.  Croi-x,     -     -     -     -         875  0  0 

Brigantine  Tartar,  Captain  Dean,  chartered, 
taking  off  St.  Croix,  having  a  cargo  from 
Georgia,  prime  cost,       ------         274  0  0 

£6.627  4  0 


and  carried  to  Boston  by  the  Kingfisher  Sloop-of- 
War,  James  Montagu  Commander,  owned  by  Michael 
Tonn  and  John  McCleave,  of  New-Haven. 

Sloop  valued  at, £400  0  0 

Twenty-one  oxen, 129  18  0 

Three  horses, 43  10  0 

Twenty-six    thousand  three  hundred  and 

two  quartere  hoops  and  staves,  at  45«. 

per  thousand,    --------  59  59 

Two  thousand  bunches  onions,       .     -     -  29  3  4 

Witli  hay,  com,  oats,  provisions,  &.C.,       -  145  2  2 

£806  19     3 


Captain  Thomas   Morkis,    Sloop  Neptune,  bought  of 
William  Kelly  &,  Co. 

Fifteen  kegs  gunpowder,  containing   1,500 

pounds, -     -  £1,500  0  0 

Two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 

lead,  at  15  p.  p.  lb. 256  2  0 

Seventy-five  stands  small-arms,  at  66,  -  -  825  0  0 
Seven  hogsheads   molasses,  containing  810 

gallons,  at  15, 101  2  0 

Eight  empty  hogsheads,  for  do.,  at  20,     -     -  26  5  2 

Ten  barrels  sugar,  containing  2,575  pounds, 

at  37  10,  -    -    -    -     - 162  4  0 

Five  barrels  coffee,  containing  1,028  poimds, 

at  10, 85  5  2 

£3,157  2  4 

Cape  Nicola  Mole,  April  2,  1776. 

I,  Samuel  Perkins,  of  New-Haven,  in  the  County  of 
New-Haven,  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-Eng- 
land, depose  and  say :  That  on  the  second  day  of  August 
last  I  sailed  irom  said  New-Haven  on  board  the  Sloop  Polly, 
(of  which  I  was  then  master,)  owned  by  Michael  Todd 
and  John  McCleave,  of  said  New-Haven,  bound  on  a  voy- 
age to  Martinico,  in  the  West-Indies.  The  cargo  on  board 
of  said  sloop  consisted  of  twenty-one  oxen,  three  horses, 
•twenty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and  a  half  hoops  and 
staves,  two  thousand  bunches  of  onions,  with  a  quantity  of 
hay,  com,  oats,  poultry,  provisions,  and  a  number  of  small 
articles  which  I  cannot  now  recollect ;  that  on  the  third  day 
of  said  August,  being  off  southwest  from  Block-Island,  I 
was  fired  upon  by  the  Kingfisher  sloop-of-war,  command- 
ed by  Captain  Montagu,  and  in  a  few  minutes  boarded  by 
the  Kingfisher's  boat,  loaded  with  armed  men,  who  in  a  few 
minutes  forced  me  and  my  crew  into  the  boat,  and  carried 
us  on  board  the  Kingfisher.  After  they  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  my  sloop,  they  towed  her  into  Boston,  where  we 
arrived  the  seventh  of  said  August.  The  cattle  and  other 
articles  on  board  were  taken  possession  of,  and  sold  by 
order  of  Admiral  Graves.  After  they  had  stripped  the 
sloop  of  her  sails,  anchor,  and  other  rigging,  they  set  her 
up  at  vendue,  and  I  suppose  sold  her,  as  they  absolutely 
refused  delivering  her  up  to  me,  alleging  that  I  was  on  a 
voyage  to  get  powder ;  which  was,  in  fact,  the  case ;  my 
getting  powder  being  made  by  the  Govemour  of  Connecti- 
cut the  condition  of  his  dispensing  with  the  embargo  on  the 
exportation  of  cattle. 

I,  Samuel  Perkins,  further  depose  and  say,  that  the  ac- 
count made  out,  and  attested  to  under  oath,  by  Messrs. 
Todd  and  John  McCleave,  on  the  15th  instant,  before 
Samuel  Bishop,  Jun.,  Esq.,  is  an  account  of  the  cargo 
which  was  taken  as  aforesaid  by  said  Kingfisher  sloop-of- 
war.     And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

Samuel  Perkins. 

New-Haven,  December  27,  1776. 

New-Haven,  December  27,  1775: 

Personally  appeared  Samuel  Perkins,  the  above  depo- 
nent, and  made  solemn  oath  to  the  tmth  of  the  foregoing 
Deposition. 

Before      Samuel  Bishop,  Jun.,  Jmtice  of  Peace. 

An  Account  of  Sloop  Polly's  Cargo,  Samuel  Perkins 
Master,  and  value  of  said  Vessel,  taken  the  3d  o/ Au- 
gust, 1775,  on  her  passage  io  the  West-Indies  for 
Powder,  by  permission  of  his  Honour  the  Govemour, 


■  ss. 


New-Haven  County,  ) 

New-Haven,  December  27,  A.  D.  1775,  $' 

Personally  appeared  Messi-s.  Michael  Todd  and  John  Mc- 
Cleave, and  made  solemn  oath  that  they  were  owners  of  the 
aforesaid  sloop,  and  that  the  same  was  taken  in  manner 
above-mentioned,  and  having  the  above  cargo  on  board, 
being  estimated  by  their  best  judgment  in  manner  above 
said. 

Before     Samuel  Bishop,  Jun.,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Wellfleeti  January  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  Being  informed  that  you  are  one  of  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  to 
receive  an  estimate  of  all  losses,  seizures,  &,c.,  by  the  King's 
Troops  or  Navy,  &.c.,  we  take  this  opportunity  of  infonning 
you  of  our  misfortune,  and  have  enclosed  you  a  well  authen- 
ticated account  thereof;  and  are,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
sir,  your  humble  servants, 

Hezekiah  Doane  &.  Co, 
To  the  Honourable  John  Adams,  Esq. 

I,  Elisha  Doane,  Jun.,  Master  of  the  Schooner  Hannah, 
burden  about  ninety -five  tons,  belonging  to  Hezekiah  Doane, 
Esq.,  ^  Co.,  do  testify  and  say,  that,  returning  from  a 
whaling  voyage  in  said  schooner  off  the  back  of  Cape- 
Cod,  on  the  seventh  day  of  September  last,  was  boarded 
and  taken  by  the  man-of-war  the  Savage,  commanded  by 
Captain  Bromage,  and  carried  into  Boston,  contrary  to  my 
inclination,  and  there  detained  until  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  making  my  escape,  and  left  my  vessel  there  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  and  have  not  seen  or  heard  from  her  since  ; 
which  schooner,  with  her  appurtenances,  (exclusive  of  wha- 
ling craft,)  was  worth  at  that  time,  according  to  the  best  of 
my  judgment,  four  hundred  pounds,  lawful  money. 

Elisha  Doane,  Jun. 

Eastham,  January  26,  1776  : 

The  above-named  Elisha  Doane,  Jim,  personally  ap- 
peared before  me,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  Peace 
in  the  County  of  Barnstable,  and  made  oath  to  the  above- 
written  Deposition. 

John  Atwood,  Justice  of  Peace. 

1,  Elisha  Mays,  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say,  that,  on 
the  seventh  day  of  September  last,  returning  from  a  whaling 
voyage  in  Schooner  Hannah,  owned  by  Hezekiah  Doane, 
Esq.,  and  commanded  by  Elisha  Doane,  Jun.,  off  Cape- 
Cod,  discovering  a  man-of-war,  myself,  with  several  others, 
took  the  boat,  and  went  on  shore.  After  that,  I  saw  the 
man-of-war's  boat  board  said  schooner,  and  saw  said  schoo- 
ner stand  away  for  Boston.     And  further  saith  not. 

Elisha  Mays. 

Eastham,  Jamwry  26,  1776:  ' 

The  above-named  Elisha  Mays  personally  appeared  be- 
fore me,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  Peace  for  the 
County  of  Barnstable,  and,  after  being  duly  cautioned, 
made  oath  to  the  above-written  Deposition. 

John  Atwood,  Justice  of  Peace, 

I,  Simon  Newcomb,  of  lawfid  age,  do  testify  and  say, 
that,  as  I  was  going  from  Wellfi^et  to  Salem  in  a  small 
schooner,  burden  about  twenty-five  tons,  loaded  with 
oystej-s,  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  J%dy  last,  off  Race-Point, 
we  were  boarded  and  taken  by  a  boat  from  a  man-of-war, 
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(the  Falkland,  commanded  by  Captain  Lindscy,)  and  was 
carried  into  Hoston,  and  there  sold ;  and  I  myself  detained 
on  board  a  man-of-war  for  some  time,  and  finally  dismissed. 
And  do  further  testify  and  say,  that,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  judgment,  said  schooner,  with  her  appurtenances,  was 
worth  at  that  time,  (including  her  cargo,)  fifty  six  pounds 
thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence,  lawful  money,  and  be- 
longed to  Mr.  Zoheth  Smith  and  others ;  and  since  I  was 
taken,  the  man  that  was  my  partner  is  deceased.  And  fur- 
ther saith  not. 


Simon  Newcomb. 


Eastham,  January  26,  1776. 


Barnstable,  ss. 

The  above-named  Simon  Newcomb  personally  appeared 
before  me,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  Peace,  and,  after 
being  duly  cautioned,  made  oath  to  the  above-written  De- 

^         ■  John  Atwood,  Justice  of  Peace. 

New-Haven,  8,  1775. 

Gentlemen  :  The  22d  December  last  I  wrote  you,  in- 
forming you  of  the  loss  we  sustained  on  Noddle''s  Island ; 
since  which,  I  have  been  down  to  Boston,  and  find  the 
Island  much  more  damaged  than  I  could  have  conceived 
of.  Besides  the  buildings,  &.C.,  I  mentioned,  (the  amount 
was  £l,.520,)  they  destroyed,  cut,  and  burnt,  &.C.,  under- 
written, viz : 

25  large  locust  trees. 

220  feet  planed  and  painted  fence,  and  with  large  gates 

before  the  mansion-house,  red  cedar  posts. 
500  feet  board  fence  round  the  cow-yard. 
170  feet  board  fence  round  the  garden,  red  cedar  posts, 

almost  new. 
13  fruit  trees  in  the  garden. 
100  or  more  spruce  spars,  poles  for  fences. 
45  lengths  post  and  rails  fence,  5  rails  each. 
78  lengths  3-rails  fence,  underpinned  with  stone ;  wall 

good. 
2  pumps  entirely  destroyed. 
1  pump  much  damaged. 

234  feet  open  board  fence  round  the  sheep-yard. 
A  bridge  burnt,  and  a  wharf,  where  the  store  was  burnt, 

much  burnt. 
1  horse-stable,  omitted  in  my  last,  worth  about  twenty 
pounds   sterling ;  (Mr.   Williams   says  thirty  pounds 
sterling ;  but  I  believe  twenty  is  enough.) 

Gentlemen  :  You  may,  if  you  please,  make  an  addition 
to  the  sum  of  £1,520  of  £100  sterling,  for  above  loss  and 
damages.  And  whereas  we  expect  to  be  paid  for  those 
damages  done  by  the  Provincial  Troops  on  the  Island,  we 
should  be  glad  that,  if  it  is  in  your  power  at  present,  you 
would  please  to  give  us  part  to  begin  to  rebuild  with  now. 
The  troops  have  left  Boston.  The  longer  delayed,  the 
greater  the  damage ;  and  conclude  with  wishing  you  grace 
and  wisdom,  health  and  happiness,  here  and  hereafter. 

From  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thos.  Greenough. 
To  Messrs.  Deane,  Adams,  and  Wythe,  Esquires. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  9,  1776. 

Sib  :  The  important  post  of  Dorchester-Hill,  which  has 
long  been  the  object  of  our  particular  attention,  and  which, 
for  various  weighty  reasons,  I  had  hitherto  delayed  taking 
possession  of,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  infomi  you  is  now  so 
well  secured,  tliat  I  flatter  myself  it  will  not  be  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy  to  dispossess  us.  A  detachment  of 
twenty-five  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Thomas,  on  Monday  evening  last  began  the  works 
there,  which  they  have  carried  on  ever  since,  without  the 
least  molestation  from  the  enemy.  For  two  or  three  nights 
previous  to  this,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  draw  o(F  their 
attention  from  the  grand  object,  and  accordingly  ordered  a 
brisk  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the  town,  which,  as 
I  have  been  since  informed,  had  the  desired  effect ;  for  they 
had  no  suspicion  of  our  real  design  till  Tuesday  morning, 
when  they  discovered  our  troops  in  possession  of  the  hill. 

A  Captain  of  a  transport,  who  made  his  escape  from  Bos- 
ton the  night  before  last,  informs  me  that  three  thousand 
men,  under  the  command  of  Lord  Percy,  were  ordered  to 


dispossess  us ;  but  the  weather  being  very  tempestuous,  or 
perhaps  for  some  better  reason,  the  expedition  was  laid 
aside.  He  also  informs  me  that  they  were  making  every 
necessary  preparation  to  evacuate  the  town.  They  have, 
indeed,  been  observed,  for  several  days  past,  to  be  very 
busily  employed  in  removing  their  cannon  and  ammunition  ; 
and  yesterday,  in  the  afternoon,  the  Captaui's  intelligence 
was  confirmed  by  a  flag  of  truce,  sent  out  with  a  message 
from  the  Selectmen  of  the  town,  a  copy  of  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  you.  It  seems  very  evident  that  they 
can  no  longer  keep  possession  of  the  town,  and  are  deter- 
mined to  take  post  or  attack  in  some  other  quarter.  Where 
that  may  he  is  at  present  altogether  uncertain  ;  but  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  give  you  the  eariiest  information  of  this  im- 
portant movement,  that  you  might  take  proper  measures  for 
the  security  of  your  Colony.  I  have  ordered  their  motions 
to  be  v^y  narrowly  watched ;  and  if  anything  material 
should  occur,  you  may  rely  on  my  giving  you  speedy 
notice. 

I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that  Captain 
Manly  and  others  have  taken  another  transport-ship,  laden 
with  coals,  porter,  Stc,  for  tlie  use  of  the  Ministerial  Troops 
at  Boston.  She  brings  papers  to  the  2d  of  December,  but 
they  afford  no  material  news.  An  anned  transport  is  also 
stranded  on  the  beach  of  Cape- Cod.  The  most  of  her 
cargo  (consisting  principally  of  a  few  military  stores)  has 
been  secured  by  the  inhabitants ;  the  master,  two  midship- 
men, and  a  number  of  seamen,  made  prisoners.  She  was 
bound  from  Boston  to  New-  York. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  His  Honour  Govemour  Trumbull. 

[Letters  of  the  same  import  with  the  above  were  sent  to 
his  Honour  Govemour  Cooke,  and  to  the  President  of  thfe 
Assembly  of  JSew-Hampshire.] 


COLONEL    MOYLAN    TO    THE    COMMANDING    OFFICER    OF    THE 
AMERICAN    FORCES    STATIONED    AT    NEW-YORK. 

Cambridge,  March  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  to  inform  you  that,  in  consequence  of  his  de- 
termination to  possess  himself  of  the  Heights  at  Dorchester, 
a  cannonade  and  bombardment  was  begun  on  Saturday 
night  last,  on  the  town  of  Boston,  continued  on  Sunday 
night,  and  on  Monday  night  A  vast  number  of  shot  and 
shells  were  thrown  into  that  town,  under  the  cover  of  which 
the  intended  purpose  was  effected.  On  the  enemy's  per- 
ceiving, next  morning,  that  we  had  taken  post,  they  were 
all  hurry  and  bustle,  embarking  their  troops,  as  was  expect- 
ed, and  wished  to  attack  us ;  but  the  violent  storm  which 
came  on  that  day  prevented  them,  and  disappointed  us,  who 
were  prepared  to  give  them  a  warm  reception. 

The  possession  of  these  Heights  are  preparatory  to  our 
forming  a  fort  upon  Nuke-Hill,  which  commands  the  south 
of  Boston,  and  to  which  their  shipping  will  be  much  ex- 
posed. This  they  seem  to  be  well  aware  of,  and  are  now 
making  every  preparation  for  moving  off.  Captain  Irwin 
escaped  from  them  the  night  before  last,  and  assures  us  that 
this  is  their  intention.  It  is  corroborated  by  a  message  from 
the  Selectmen  m  that  town  to  his  Excellency,  a  copy  of 
which  you  have  enclosed. 

These  informations  will  not  prevent  the  General  from 
proceeding  in  his  advances  to  the  town ;  so  that,  if  they  do 
not  move  off,  he  is  determined  to  force  them  to  a  battle,  by 
making  tliat  town  so  hot  that  they  will  have  but  little  rest 
therein. 

His  Excellency  has  good  reasons  to  imagine  that  Neic- 
York  will  be  the  place  of  their  destination.  He  therefore 
desires  that  you  will  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  in  pre- 
paring for  their  reception.  He  has  ordered  the  armed  ves- 
sels to  be  in  readiness  to  attend  their  motions,  and  give  him 
the  eariiest  intelligence  of  the  course  they  steer ;  by  which 
intelligence  his  motions  will  be  governed.  If  they  steer 
west,  you  may  expect  a  large  reinforcement  from  this  camp, 
and  in  all  probability  the  main  body  will  soon  follow. 

You  will  please  to  communicate  this  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  in  Convention,  who,  the  Govemour  doubts  not, 
will  co-operate  with  you  in  using  every  endeavour  to  pre- 
vent their  forming  a  lodgment  before  his  Excellency  can 
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come  or  send  to  your  assistance.  Tlie  fate  o{  America  de- 
pends upon  this  campaiuTi,  and  the  success  of  this  campaign 
will  a  j^ood  deal  depend  upon  your  exerting  yourselves  with 
vigour  upon  this  occasion.     1  am,  &ic. 

Stephen  Moylan,  Aid-de-Camp. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  American  Forces  at 
New-  York.  

STEPHEN   MOYLAN   TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Cambridge,  March  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  1  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  to  inform  you  that,  in  consequence  of  his  deter- 
mination to  possess  himself  of  the  Heights  at  Dorchester,  a 
cannonade  and  bombardment  was  begun  on  Saturday  night 
last  on  the  town  of  Boston,  continued  on  Sunday  night 
and  on  Monday  night.  A  vast  number  of  shot  and  shells 
were  thrown  into  that  town,  under  the  cover  of  which  the 
intended  purpose  was  effected.  On  the  enemy's  perceiving, 
next  morning,  that  we  had  taken  post,  they  were  all  hurry 
and  bustle,  embarking  their  troops,  as  was  expected,  and 
wished  to  attack  us ;  but  the  violent  stonn  which  came  on 
that  day  prevented  them,  and  disappointed  us,  who  were 
prepared  to  give  them  a  wanii  reception. 

The  possession  of  these  Heights  are  preparatory  to  our 
forming  a  fort  upon  Nuke-Hill,  which  commands  the  south 
of  Boston,  and  to  which  their  shipping  will  be  much  ex- 
posed. This  they  seem  to  be  well  aware  of,  and  are  now 
making  every  preparation  for  moving  off.  Captain  Irwin, 
of  Salem,  who  escaped  from  town  the  night  before  last, 
assures  us  that  this  is  their  intention.  It  is  corroborated  by 
a  message  from  the  Selectmen  in  that  town  to  his  Excel- 
lency, a  copy  of  which  you  have  enclosed. 

These  infoimations  will  not  prevent  the  General  from 
proceeding  in  his  advances  to  the  town  ;  so  that,  if  they  do 
not  move  off,  he  is  determined  to  force  them  to  a  battle,  by 
making  that  town  so  hot  that  they  will  have  but  little  rest 
therein. 

His  Excellency  has  good  reason  to  imagine  that  Neio- 
York  will  be  the  place  of  their  destination  ;  but  lest  that 
should  not  be  the  case,  it  behooves  every  place  where  a 
fleet  can  lie,  to  be  upon  their  guard.  The  General  there- 
fore recommends  the  utmost  vigilance  may  be  observed  by 
the  good  people  of  your  Province  ;  and  if  they  should  make 
an  attempt  to  land  therein,  he  doubts  not  that  every  opposi- 
tion will  be  given  thereto,  and  an  express  sent  off  imme- 
diately, that  he  may  come  or  send  to  your  assistance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 

Vftnt 

'  Stephen  Moylan,  Aid-de-Camp. 

To  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety. 


STATEMENT    OF  JOHN    RODGERS,    OF    BOSTON. 

After  several  fruidess  attempts  to  leave  the  town,  I  be- 
came bound  to  General  Gage  (by  liberating  certain  prison- 
ers *)  not  to  leave  it ;  in  consequence  of  which  I  entered 
into  trade.  About  the  1st  of  January,  1776,  came  a  per- 
mit, at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  ordering  me  to  leave  the  town 
by  ten  o'clock  the  next  day.  The  connections  I  was  then 
in  rendered  it  almost  impossible  to  obey  the  summons. 

I  then  petitioned  General  Howe  to  postpone  the  permit  a 
few  days,  but  met  with  nothing  but  insults  from  Major  Ur- 
quhart  and  others,  Aid-de-Camps  to  the  General.  I  then 
concealed  myself  for  two  days,  until  the  vessel  sailed  on 
which  I  was  ordered  on  board.  In  which  time  the  Provost 
broke  open  my  liouse,  and  plundered  it  in  part,  leaving  it 
open  for  the  soldiers  to  complete  what  he  began  ;  telling  the 
neighbours  he  had  orders  from  Head-Quarters  so  to  do. 

On  which  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  follow  ing  purport : 

"Gentlemen:  I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  you 
will  permit  me  to  have  ten  minutes'  convei-sation  with  you. 
I  flatter  myself  I  shall  set  my  conduct  in  a  more  favourable 
light  than  1  think  it  appears  in  at  present  to  you,  if  I  may 
form  a  judgment  from  the  treatment  I  received  from  the 
Provost. 

"  1  a™>  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"John  Rodgers. 

"  To  Major  James  Vrquhart  and  Captain  Balfour:' 

•  Mr.  John  Gill,  Printer ;  Mr.  miliam  Slan- ;  and  I^eter  Edee,  son 
of  Mr.  Edes,  Printer. 


The  answer  was : 

"  We  are  surprised  you  keep  yourself  concealed.  You 
may  immediately  go  about  and  settle  your  accounts.  No 
man  shall  hurt  the  hair  of  your  head ;  nor  has  the  Provost 
any  order  to  trouble  you." 

On  which  I  went  out,  but  in  less  than  four  hours  was 
insulted  and  committed  to  jail  by  order  of  Major  Urquhart,  ■ 
as  the  Provost  infonned  me ;  and  in  less  than  one  hour 
after  my  confinement,  my  house  w  as  again  broken  open  and 
plundered.  After  being  confined  seven  days,  was  taken 
out  by  a  file  of  soldiers,  and  put  on  board  a  vessel,  not  being 
allowed  to  go  to  my  house  for  a  second  coat,  waistcoat,  or 
shirt. 

Thus,  my  countrymen,  every  sub-villain  acts  his  part, 

and  pi-ocures  his   plunder  on  a  smaller  scale,  as  General 

Gage  did  on  a  larger :  one  violating  his  honour  to  a  whole 

town,  tlie  other  to  an  individual.  ■,         „ 

'  John  Kodgers. 

Middlesex,  Watertown,  March  9,  1776,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  John  Rogers,  and  made 
oath  to  the  tnith  of  tiie  above  Nan-ative  by  him  subscribed. 
Henry  Gardner,  Justice  of  Peace. 


STATEMENT  OF  PETER  EDES,  OF  BOSTON. 

Watertown,  March  13,  1776. 

Mr.  Rogers  having  published  a  narrative  of  the  treat- 
ment he  met  with  in  Boston  from  General  Howe  and  his 
banditti,  be  pleased  also  to  insert  an  account  of  the  humane 
procedure  towards  me  by  General  Gage  and  his  creatures, 
which  will  discover  the  principles  those  abandoned  wretches 
who  have  commissions  under  the  present  Ministry,  act  upon. 

On  Monday,  the  19th  of  June  last,  about  nine  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  being  in  Edes  Sf  GilTs  office,  in  Boston,  three  men 
belonging  to  the  ships-of-war  appeared  round  it ;  and  having 
been  previously  informed  of  their  pressing  every  person  into 
the  service  who  happened  to  fall  in  their  way,  I  ran  out  of 
the  shop  by  means  of  a  back  door,  which  conducted  into 
the  lane  that  led  to  my  father's  house.  Thither  I  repaired  ; 
but  the  bloodhounds  were  immediately  informed  of  my 
retreat,  and  speedily  followed  me,  and  the  dwelling  was 
almost  instantaneously  sunounded  by  sailore,  and  three  offi- 
cers. I  soon  was  made  a  prisoner,  and  had  the  misfortune 
to  find  myself  in  the  hands  of  the  most  unfeeling  and  worth- 
less set  of  men ;  one  of  whom,  upon  first  discovering  me, 
cried  out,  "  I  have  found  the  damned  rebel."  I  supposed 
from  this,  that  they  thought  they  had  found  my  father ;  at 
least,  that  they  meant  to  scourge  me  for  his  political  trans- 
gressions against  them.  The  fellow  had  a  cutlass  drawn  in 
his  hand,  and  pulled  me  to  the  officers,  one  of  whom  was 
Captain  Lindsey,  of  the  Liverpool  sloop-of-war,  and  who 
is  son-in-law  to  Mr.  Ralph  Inman,  late  of  Cambridge,  now 
refugee  in  Boston.  He  asked  me  where  Mr.  Ijles  was.  I 
answered,  he  was  out  of  town.  He  replied  (God  bless  his 
Christian  soul)  that  I  was  a  damned  liar,  and  that  I  had 
better  tell  him.  He  repeated  the  question.  I  answered  as 
before.  He  asked  my  name.  I  told  him  JUdes.  He  asked 
if  I  was  Mr.  Edes,  the  Printer's  son.  I  told  him  I  was. 
Upon  which,  he  ordered  me  with  him,  observing  that  he 
was  commanded  so  to  do.  I  said  it  was  very  well,  and  fol- 
lowed him,  guarded  by  other  villains  ;  and  determined,  since 
I  had  got  into  the  lion's  paws,  to  humour  every  motion, 
lest  I  should  be  crushed  in  the  contest.  After  we  had  got 
to  Nevj-Boston,  he  asked  what  my  father  had  been  writing 
to  me.  I  replied  nothing.  He  then  asked  what  1  had 
been  writing  to  him.  I  answered  nothing.  He  said  I 
was  right  in  saying  so  ;  but  that  he  would  be  damned  if  he 
would  believe  me.  We  afterwards  proceeded  towards  the 
Admiral's  ;  and  passing  by  my  father's  house,  Lindsey  dis- 
covered Mr,  Starr  with  a  firelock,  upon  which  he  ordered 
us  to  stop,  for  there  was  a  trooper  with  a  firelock.  He  was 
soon  brought  where  I  was,  and  both  placed  in  the  centre  of 
a  circle  fonned  of  six  Jack-tars,  whose  long  residence  on 
board  the  ships-of-war  had  made  them  as  hardened  and  in- 
human as  the  Algerine  galley-slaves,  who  were  commanded 
like  so  many  draught  horses,  to  go  on.  Being  a  little  ani- 
mated, I  said.  Captain  Lindsey,  I  should  be  much  obliged 
to  you,  if  you  would  carry  me  to  the  General's,  and  see 
whether  he  will  release  me,  or  to  know  what  he  will  do 
with  me.     He  retorted,  with  all  the  sea-bred  supercilious- 
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ness  of  a  little  Neptune,  "  I  was  not  to  go  where  I  pleased, 
but  that  I  should  go  where  he  pleased  to  carry  me  ;  and,  (for 
he  thinks  no  more  of  sending  a  man  pell-mell  to  hell  with 
curses  and  damnings,  almost  every  word  he  speaks,  than  I 
did  of  praying  to  God  to  be  relieved  from  such  wretches' 
hands,)  damn  me,  if  I  asked  him  another  question,  he  would 
knock  me  down,  by  God."  He  then  sent  us  to  the  Admi- 
ral's, with  an  officer  and  a  few  sailors. 

When  we  were  before  his  bruteship,  he  asked  me  my 
name.  I  replied  Edes.  He  said  I  looked  like  a  dirty  vil- 
lain, and  ordered  his  officer  to  carry  us  to  the  Provost,  with 
orders  for  him  to  hang  us  immediately.  But  looking  round, 
he  saw  a  sailor  with  a  firelock ;  upon  which  he  asked  the 
officer  if  it  was  found  with  us.  Being  informed  that  it  was, 
he  ordered  the  officer  to  carry  us  to  General  Gage,  and  he 
would  know  what  to  do  with  us.  I  then  thought  we  were 
left  to  a  fine  judge,  indeed.  When  we  came  before  his 
Excellency,  iiarry  if oo/v-c  (oneofhis  Aids-de-Camp)  asked 
me  how  many  more  firelocks  I  had  in  the  house.  I  replied, 
five  or  six  more,  for  aught  I  knew ;  for  I  was  ignorant  of 
that  one  being  there.  He  told  me,  by  way  of  cordial,  that 
I  would  wish  I  had  given  it  up.  Another  officer  called  a 
Sergeant  of  the  Horse,  and  ordered  him  to  draw  his  cudass, 
and  carry  us  back  to  the  Admiral's,  but  observed  to  him, 
if  we  offered  to  run,  (and  made  a  sign,  though  not  a  won- 
der, by  drawing  his  hand  across  his  throat.)  We  set  off, 
but  soon  an  officer  overtook  us,  and  gave  orders  to  stop.  A 
Sergeant  commanded  us  to  lay  on  the  ground  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  when  another  officer  came,  and  acquainted 
us  that  we  must  go  to  the  General's,  which  we  did,  and  tar- 
ried about  half  an  hour ;  after  which,  they  called  a  Corpo- 
ral, gave  him  a  billet,  and  ordered  a  file  of  men  to  take  us 
to  the  Provost,  where  we  remained  till  the  3d  of  October ; 
and  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  more  worthless,  infamous 
fellow,  do  not  wish  my  enemies. 

The  17th,  18th,  and  19th  days  of  June,  we  were  car- 
ried before  a  Court  of  Inquiry.  The  two  first  days,  no 
questions  were  proposed  to  either  of  us.  The  third.  Major 
Urquhart,  (son-in-law  to  the  late  Secretary  Flucker,)  asked 
me  when  I  was  taken  up,  my  crime,  and  by  whose  orders. 
After  answering  him,  he  ordered  us  back  to  jail ;  and  du- 
ring the  time  of  our  confinement  there,  three-quarters  of  it 
was  in  a  close  prison.  The  treatment  to  us,  as  well  as 
those  taken  at  Bunker's  Hill,  was  of  the  most  extreme 
kind.  Cruelty  and  inhumanity  is  exercised  to  no  prisoners- 
of-war  in  any  European  country,  or  by  any  people,  but 
that  of  Englishmen  to  their  brethren.  The  allowance  of 
provisions  from  the  execrable  Gage,  was  bread  and  water 
for  sixty  days,  and  that  dealt  to  us  with  die  hand  next  to 
want ;  and  we  were  deprived  of  candlelight  seventeen 
nights.  I  have  heard  those  prisoners  mentioned  ask  for 
bread,  and  tlie  Provost  replied,  (Heaven  bless  him,  if  it  be 
agreeable  to  eternal  purpose,)  "  damn  them,  let  them  eat 
the  heads  of  the  nails  ;"  a  speech  which  scarce  ever  escaped 
the  lips  of  an  unfeeling  barbarian  against  the  Christians. 
And  at  another  time,  a  prisoner,  who,  from  his  wounds,  and 
the  mangled  operations  of  the  Surgeon  who  attended  him, 
(but  whether  from  ignorance  or  party  rage,  I  cannot  say,) 
just  approaching  the  ascent  to  eternity,  had  a  religious  book 
lent  him  to  peiuse  in  that  serious  hour,  at  which  time  Har- 
ry Rooke,  one  of  the  Aids-de-diable,  observed  it,  wrested  it 
from  him,  and  said  "  it  was  damned  religion  had  ruined  the 
country."  Thus  they  expect  no  peace  themselves  in  death, 
and  they  even  prevent  such  of  us  as  happen  to  fall  into 
their  hands,  of  it  likewise.  ■"  But  for  all  these  things,  wilt 
thou  not  judge  them,  O  Lord !"  p^^^^^  ^^^^ 

N.  B.  One  excessive  hot  day,  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard 
(having  more  humanity  dian  the  Provost)  gave  us  die  liber- 
ty of  the  yard.  The  Provost  came  home,  and  seemg  us 
there,  asked  the  Sergeant  the  reason  of  it.  He  told  him 
we  were  suffering  for  want  of  air,  and  he  had  let  us  out. 
Upon  which  he  replied,  "  Damn  them,  let  them  die  and  rot ; 
you  have  no  authority  to  let  them  out ;"  and  he  immediately 
confined  him  with  a  Corporal.  Several  officers  came  one 
day,  and  asked  how  many  tliere  were  in  the  room.  We 
told  them.  Upon  which,  one  of  them  said,  "  I  wish,  in- 
stead of  four,  there  were  four  hundred,  and  I  had  the  hang- 
ing of  them  all."  A  proper  officer  for  such  bloodthirsty 
villains.  At  another  time,  Ben  Hallowell  (one  of  the  in- 
famous Commissioners)  came  into  the  room  where  I  was, 


and  said  (what  the  world  is  ready  to  say  of  him)  I  was  a 
damned  rascal,  and  ought  to  have  been  hanged  long  ago. 

P.  E. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  NORTH- 
CAROLINA  TO  HIS  FRIEND  IN  PHIL.UJELPHIA,  DATED 
MARCH     10,     1776. 

I  have  it  in  my  power  to  give  you  a  few  lines  by  the  ex- 
press. Yesterday  afternoon  we  received  a  letter  from  Colo- 
nel Caswell,  giving  an  account,  in  a  full  manner,  of  a  battle 
between  his  troops.  Colonel  Lillington's,  (of  Cape-Fear,) 
and  die  Higlilandei-s  and  Regulators,  about  twenty  miles 
above  Wilmington,  at  Moore's  Creek  Bridge,  which  is  be- 
tween the  JSorthwest  and  Northeast  Rivers.  The  Insur- 
gents had  made  many  attempts  to  escape  the  vigilance  of 
our  troops,  and  get  down  to  Govemour  Martin.  Colonel 
Caswell  was  after  them  many  days  ;  at  length  they  made  an 
attempt  to  cross  at  this  pass,  about  the  break  of  day,  on 
Tuesday,  the  27th  of  last  month. 

Colonel  Caswell  had  very  wisely  ordered  the  planks  to 
be  taken  off  the  bridge,  so  that  in  passing  it  they  met  witli 
many  difficulties,  and  a  very  heavy  firing  came  on.     Our 
troops  reserved  their  fire  till  widiin  a  small  distance,  which 
did  great  execution.     Many  passed  the  bridge.     General 
McLeod  and  Captain  Campbell  were  instandy  shot  dead. 
McLeod  had  nine  bullets  and  twenty-four  swan-shot  through 
him  and  into  his  body.     Twenty-eight  more  are  killed  and 
mortally  wounded,  and  between  twenty  and  thirty  prisoners, 
amongst  them  his  Excellency  General  Donald  McDonald, 
who  is  on  his  way  to  us,  and  is  expected  here  to-morrow. 
We  had  only  two  men  wounded — one  of  them  mortally. 
The  Insurgents  retreated  with  the  greatest  precipitation, 
leaving  behind  them  some  wagons,  &.c.     They  cut  the 
horses  out  of  the  wagons,  and  mounted  three  upon  a  horse. 
Many  of  them  fell  into   the  creek,  and  were  diowned. 
Tom  Rutherford  ran  like  a  lusty  fellow.    He  and  Felix  Ke- 
nan, of  Duplin  County,  were  in  arms  against  us.     They 
by  this  time  are  our  prisoners,  as  is  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cot- 
ton, who  ran  the  first  fire.     The  batde  lasted  only  three 
minutes.     The  Colonels  Caswell  and  Lillington  had  under 
their  command  one  thousand  men.     The  Highlanders  and 
Regulators  sixteen  hundred.     The  account  is  certain  as  to 
the  number  of  the  Insurgents ;  for  Colonel  Casivell  had  it 
from  General  McDonald  himself.     Colonel  Moore  sent  off 
expresses  to  the  main  Army,  consisting  of  between  five  and 
six  hundred  men,  under  the  Colonels  Martin,  Polk,  Thack- 
ston,  and  Long,  in  and  about  Cross- Creek,  to  secure  the 
whole  of  the  Highlanders  and  Regulators.     Not  a  man  of 
them  has  a  probability  of  making  his  escape. 

Govemour  Martin  has  threatened  the  destruction  of  Wil- 
mington, if  they  do  not  supply  him  with  provisions.  The 
town  has  spiritedly  refused  to  supply  hiin  with  a  single 
mouthful,  notwithstanding  the  Cruiser  and  three  armed  ves- 
sels lay  opposite  it ;  and  they  have  told  the  Govemour  he 
may  do  as  he  pleases,  as  they  are  determined  to  resist  to  the 
last. 

They  have  a  good  battery  there,  and  four  hundred  chosen 
men,  under  the  command  of  a  brave  Irishman,  (Colonel 
William  Purviance,)  Vho  is  determined  to  see  it  out  with 
them.  The  women  and  children  are  sent  out  of  town.  The 
Tories  are  all  secured  in  IVilmington  Jail,  to  the  number  of 
twenty-five.  Captain  Parry,  of  the  Cruiser,  has  meanly 
begged  a  few  quarters  of  beef,  which  the  town  has  refused 
him.  And  the  vessels  dare  not  begin  the  attack,  though 
we  daily  expect  to  hear  of  an  engagement,  as  they  are 
starving.  . 

It  was  humorous  enough  in  the  inhabitants  of  Wilming- 
ton, when  the  Govemour  haughtily  demanded  one  thousand 
barrels  of  flour,  after  answering  him  fully  on  that  head,  that 
they  went  immediately  into  the  insurrection.  And  what  a 
hopeful  situation  he  had  reduced  his  friends  to,  that  were 
surrounded  by  large,  spirited,  and  jiowerful  aimies,  who 
were  determined  to  make  short  work  with  them. 

The  Negroes  at  Cape-Fear  were  never  known  to  behave 
so  well  as  they  have  lately. 

Yesterday,  two  prisoners  (a  Midshipman  and  a  common 
seaman)  were  sent  out  of  diis  town  to  Halifax. 

We  have  now  in  aims,  to  the  southward  of  this  town, 
nine  thousand  four  hundred  men.     General  Clinton,  we  ex- 
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pect  to  hear  every  moment  is  landed  at  Cape-Fear,  witli 
tlie  troops  under  his  cominarid.  As  soon  as  we  learned  he 
had  sailed  from  Virginia,  sent  off"  an  express  instantly  to 
our  commanding  officer  there,  to  be  ready  for  him.  The 
Govemour  of  iSouth- Carolina  is  at  Cape-Fear.  Clinton, 
Martin,  and  Ijord  William  Campbell,  are  to  settle  the  plan 
of  operations  as  to  the  subjuiiating  this  Province,  South- 
Carolina,  and  Georgia.  To-mon-o\v,  we  send  off  two 
gentlemen  to  South- Carolina.  I  do  expect,  the  moment 
Clinton  lands,  this  Province,  Virginia,  and  South-  Carolina, 
will  march  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men  against  him. 
You  never  knew  the  like  in  your  life  as  to  tine  patriotism. 
Not  a  man  of  any  influence  is  left  in  the  back  country,  nor 
on  Cape-Fear.  All,  to  a  man,  turned  out  upon  the  fii'st 
alann,  in  defence  of  their  country. 


JOHN   HARRISON,  JUN.,   TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Fredericktown,  March  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  your  order,  we  have  sent  by 
the  bearer,  Lawrence  Brengle,  all  the  muskets  we  have 
that  is  in  order,  being  eighty-four ;  and  also  fifteen  hundi-ed 
gun-flints.  Mr.  Brengle  will  lay  before  you  an  account  for 
wagoDage  ;  what  we  hare  will  be  paid. 

I  am,  gendemen,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  your  most 
humble  servant, 

John  Harrison,  Jun.,  Chairman. 
To  tlie  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


CHAJILES    CARROLL   TO   MARYLAND   COUNCIL    OP    SAFETY. 

Baltimore  Town,  March  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Yours  of  last  night  gave  me  no  small  satis- 
faction ;  but  we  have,  since  receiving  it,  heard  that  a  large 
ship  and  some  small  vessels  are  discovered  from  North- 
Point working  up  the  bay.  Whatever  they  may  turn  out 
to  be,  we  shall  here  propose  to  receive  them,  as  there  are 
a  great  number  of  men  in  town.  Colonel  Dorset/  has  been 
directed  to  march  back  his  battalion  to  Elk-River,  but  will 
keep  them  together  at  Elk-Ridge  Landing  till  he  hears  from 
you  by  express  whether  they  are  wanted  at  Annapolis. 
Pray  despatch  your  orders  to  him  directly.  I  understand 
from  you  that  you  are  at  Annapolis  sufliciently  prepared  to 
oppose  the  landing  of  any  men  from  the  Otter,  or  her  ten- 
ders. 

The  Committee  of  Baltimore  County  had  likewise,  be- 
fore receiving  your  letter,  directed  their  Light-Infantry  Com- 
pany to  march  to  your  assistance.  It  is  now  countermand- 
ed ;  but  they  will  most  readily  send  you,  on  notice,  any 
assistance  in  their  power.  As  no  orders  have  been  sent  to 
Captain  Strieker  to  come  to  this  town,  I  suppose  he  will 
continue  his  march  to  Annapolis.  I  am  sony  to  acquaint 
you  that  there  is  some  probability  that  the  powder  and  arms 
we  expected  from  Philadelphia  are  seized  by  one  of  the 
tenders.  In  the  great  hurry  and  confusion,  in  order  to  fur- 
nish some  of  the  Militia,  many  of  the  cartridge-boxes  were 
delivered  out  to  them,  which  perhaps  may  not  be  got  again. 
We  must  not  mind  these  small  losses.  It  is  the  generarsen- 
timent  of  the  people  here  that  Captain  Squire  should  not 
be  supplied  with  provisions  ;  and  I  hope  he  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  seize  the  New-England  sloop. 

I  am,  respectfully,  gendemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

Charles  Carroll. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


JOSEPH  BEALL  to  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  S.AFETY. 

Bladcnsburgh,  March  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tiie  8th 
instant,  I  had  ordered  my  battalion  to  rendezvous  about 
half-way  between  this  and  Queen-Anne.  But  as  we  yes- 
terday evening  and  this  morning  received  at  this  place  fiftyr 
one  whole  and  one  broken  barrel  and  twenty  kegs  of  gun- 
powder, and  twelve  muskets,  I  have  altered  tlfe  place  of 
rendezvous  to  this  town.  As,  by  your  orders,  I  am  to  hold 
myself  m  readin&ss  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  I  shall 
keep  them,  or  such  parts  of  them  as  can  be  tolerably  arm- 
ed, on  duty  till  I  jecei ve  your  further  orders  thereon,    I  hope, 


by  the  return  of  this  messenger,  I  shall  receive  your  orders, 
as  well  with  respect  to  my  conduct  in  keeping  the  whole  or 
a  part  of  the  battalion  on  duty,  as  likewise  with  respect  to 
the  disjiosition  of  the  powder,  as  it  may  not  be  altogether 
safe  to  keep  the  powder  near  the  navigable  waters.  If 
there  should  not  be  an  unmcdiate  call  for  it,  I  think  Snow- 
dcn's  Iron-Works  would  be  a  proper  place  to  lodge  it,  as  it 
will  be  nearly  convenient  to  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  and  thb 
place. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Beall. 
To  the  Council  of  Safety. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL     OF     SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN   JAMES 
HINDMAN. 
[No.  40.]  Annapolis,  March  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  request,  with  regard  to  Mr,  Frazer,  hath  been 
complied  with  ;  he  has  got  his  commission  made  out.  We 
have  some  linen  and  cloth,  but,  we  doubt,  not  enough  for 
the  battalion  and  Independent  companies  ;  therefore  get  for 
yourself,  if  you  can  ;  if  not,  we  will  endeavour  to  supply 
you.  Hats  we  will  procure  at  Baltimore  Town  ;  blankets 
and  gims  you  may  get  for  yourself  at  reasonable  prices. 
Our  arms  are  very  slow  in  coming  from  the  northward,  and 
few  have  been  made.  The  man-of-war  and  her  tenders 
are  gone  past  this  town  towards  Baltimore.  You  must  be 
on  your  guard,  and  spirit  up  your  company  to  attend  their 
motions,  in  case  they  should  attempt  landing.  We  think 
you  ought  not  to  go  to  Philadelphia  until  this  alarm  is 
over.  , 

We  are,  &tc. 
To  Captain  James  Hindman. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO  COLONEL   JOSHUA 
BEALL. 
[No,  41,]  Annapolis,  March  10,  1776, 

Sir  :  A  man-of-war  and  two  tenders  passed  this  harbour 
yesterday  afternoon,  and  we  imagine  are  destined  to  Balti- 
more. But  as  it  is  altogether  uncertain  what  their  designs 
are,  and  as  we  wish  to  put  the  Province  in  the  best  state  of 
defence  our  circumstances  will  admit  of,  we  request  you  will 
immediately  meet  your  battalion,  and  hold  them  in  readiness 
to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  upon  the  further  orders  of 
the  Council. 

We  are,  &;c. 

To  Colonel  Joshua  Beall. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  DORCHESTER  COUNTY 
COMMITTEE. 

[No.  48.]  Annapolis,  March  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  your  letter,  recommend- 
ing the  Town  of  Cambridge  as  the  most  convenient  and 
proper  place  for  the  Independent  Company  of  your  County 
to  be  stationed  at ;  and,  as  we  approve  of  that  place,  we 
have  ordered  Captain  Woolford  to  station  his  company 
there. 

We  are,  &;c. 

To  tlie  Committee  of  Observation  for  Dorchester  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN    JOHN   GUNBY. 
[No,  49.]  Annapolis,  March  10,  1776, 

Sir  :  We  approve  of  your  conduct  in  providing  houses, 
bedding,  fuel,  and  utensils  for  your  company,  and  enclose 
an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore,  in  your  fa- 
vour, for  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  disbui-se  die  ex- 
penses you  have  incurred  in  these  matters,  and  subsisting 
your  recruits.  If  that  is  not  sufficient,  you  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  a  further  sum. 

We  are  not  yet  supplied  with  anus,  and  therefore  can- 
not now  furnish  you  ;  but  will  as  soon  as  we  are  able.  By 
the  enclosed  you  will  observe  your  company  is  to  be  sta- 
tioned at  Princess  Anne,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  your  County,  for  which 
we  thank  them. 

We  are,  &ic. 
To  Captain  John  Gunby. 
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MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    CHARLES    CARROLL. 
[No.  50.]  Annapolis,  March  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Half-past  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  the 
Otter,  with  her  tendei-s,  hove  in  sight.  Half-past  five  a 
flag  was  sent  with  a  letter  to  the  Governour,  a  copy  of 
which,  with  his  answer,  you  have  enclosed.  We  informed 
you  last  night  that  very  little  provision  would  fall  to  their 
share.  This  we  confirm.  We  are  well  prepared  to  repel 
any  attempt  they  may  make  to  land.  You  will  now  have 
no  occasion  for  Strieker's  Company ;  therefore,  if  you  have 
ordered  him  to  Baltimore  Town,  countermand  it.  The 
President  and  Mr.  Tilghman  conferred  with  two  officers 
that  came  on  shore  to  attend  the  flag.  They  confessed  one 
of  their  tenders  was  in  great  danger  of  being  taken  ;  but 
that  Captain  Squire  bore  away  to  prevent  great  effusion  of 
blood :  but  we  conceive  that  he  will  loiter  about  till  he  is 
reinforced.  We  perceive  a  small  vessel  making  down  the 
bay,  and  not  unlikely  with  intelligence  to  the  Kingfisher, 
who,  the  flag  said,  might  be  expected  to  relieve  the  Otter. 
Therefore  you  will  be  pleased  to  provide  against  the  worst. 
We  cannot  sufficiently  commend  those  brave  sons  of  liberty 
who  this  day  stood  forth  so  gallantly  in  defence  of  their 
country.  Be  assured  we  shall  afford  them  every  assistance 
in  our  power ;  and  are,  yours,  &,c. 

To  Charles  Carroll,  Esq.  and  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  Baltimore  County. 


to  put  the  Tliird  Regiment  of  New-Jersey  Troops  in  the 
Continental  service  into  the  best  condition  for  marching 
you  possibly  can,  and  as  well  armed  and  accoutred  as  the 
time  will  admit  of.  There  will  be  a  necessity  of  their 
moving  out  of  the  Province  of  New- Jersey  on  Tuesday  at 
farthest. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant. 

To  Colonel  Dayton,  Elizahethtown. 


Stirling. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  GOVERNOUR  EDEN. 

[No.  51.]  Annapolis,  March  10, 1776. 

Sir  :  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  inform  Captain 
Squire,  that  the  time  has  been  when  we  should  have 
thought  it  an  honour,  and  would  with  pleasure  have  sup- 
plied any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  with  provision  ;  and  are  still 
not  destitute  of  a  hope  that  a  time  may  yet  come  when  we 
may  enjoy  that  satisfaction. 

We  have  always  considered  Captain  Squire  as  a  man  of 
humanity  and  a  gentleman  ;  and  as  such,  cannot  account  for 
the  burning  of  a  vessel  in  fall  view  of  the  people  of  this  city, 
as  if  meant  to  add  insult  to  misfortune  already  too  severely 
felt  by  the  people  of  this  Province,  who  were  always  attach- 
ed to  his  Majesty  and  his  family,  and  who  cannot  be  repro- 
bated for  defending  themselves  against  any  invasion  of  their 
native  and  chartered  rights.  We  are  willing  to  believe,  and 
shall  be  glad  of  being  confirmed  therein,  that  this  step  was 
not  in  consequence  of  any  order  from  him. 

We  are  much  obhged  to  your  Excellency  for  the  pains 
you  have  taken  to  preserve  the  peace  of  this  Province,  and 
that  you  will  still  exert  your  endeavours  for  the  restoration 
of  those  happy  days  that  we  enjoyed  under  a  constitutional 
dependance  on  the  mother  country. 

We  are,  &tc. 
To  His  Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Esquire. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CHARLES    CARROLL. 
[No.  52.]  Annapolis,  March  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  much  hurried.  The  hostile  fleet 
have  sailed  down  the  bay,  and  we  are  confident  they  will 
return  in  two  or  three  days  ;  therefore  prepare  for  your  de- 
fence. We  ordered  part  of  Colonel  Weems's  Battalion  at 
twelve  o'clock  last  night  to  guard  West-River ;  and  at  twelve 
o'clock  to-day,  which  was  the  time  the  Otter  was  weighing 
anchor,  ordered  the  remainder  of  that  battalion  to  hasten 
down  along  the  bay  side,  towards  the  mouth  of  Patuxent, 
and  to  show  themselves  ready  to  oppose  any  attempt  at 
landing ;  and  if  they  should  land  without  a  flag,  to  fight  it 
out  to  the  last  with  them. 

The  one  thousand  pounds  you  mention  shall  be  sent  by 
the  first  opportunity.  We  have  a  great  deal  to  say  to  you, 
and  shall  be  glad  to  see  you  to-morrow,  or  next  day.  We 
are  all  worn  to  the  stumps. 

Yours,  &ic. 
To  Charles  Carroll,  Esq.  and  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  Baltimore  County. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    COLONEL    DAYTON. 

New-York,  March  10,  1776. 
Sir  :  You  are  mstantly  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours 


LORD    STIRLING    TO   GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New-York,  March  10,  1776. 

My  dear  General  :  General  Lee  communicated  to  me 
your  letter  of  the  29th  February.  Since  the  date  of  which, 
Congress  have  made  a  new  arrangement  of  the  commands 
in  America,  of  which  you  will  doubtless  be  infomied  before 
this  reaches  you.  However,  lest  by  any  accident  that 
should  not  be  the  case,  I  shall  just  recapitulate  what  our 
friend  Duane  writes  me  on  the  subject.  General  Lee  is  to 
command  in  the  Southern  Department,  comprehending  Vir- 
ginia, the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia.  The  Middle  Depart- 
ment, (comprehending  New-  York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  Lower  Counties,  and  Maryland,)  is  under  the  com- 
mand of  yourself,  with  TJiompson  and  myself,  Brigadier-Ge- 
nerals. The  JSew-England  Colonies  compose  the  Eastern 
Department ;  and  Canada  the  Northern.  Who  is  to  com- 
mand in  the  latter  was  not  yet  determined.  In  ^conse- 
quence of  this  arrangement,  General  Lee  set  out  from  this 
place  on  Thursday  evening  for  Philadelphia,  and  has  left 
me  in  a  situation  not  a  little  perplexing,  especially  to  a 
young  beginner,  as  I  now  may  call  myself,  after  twenty 
years  retirement  from  the  busy  scenes  of  life.  It  will  re- 
quire at  least  eight  thousand  men  to  put  this  place  and 
Long-Island  in  any  posture  of  defence  by  the  month  of 
May.  We  have  not  above  eighteen  hundred ;  of  these, 
about  one  riiousand  Connecticut  Troops  will  leave  us  on 
the  25th  of  this  month ;  of  die  remainder,  three  hundred 
are  Minute-men,  from  Dutchess  County,  without  arms ;  so 
that  we  shall  then  be  reduced  to  about  five  hundred.  I  have 
indeed  ordered  Colonel  Dayton  to  get  the  Third  Battalion 
of  New-Jersey  Troops  in  readiness  to  march  as  soon  as 
possible.  But  before  I  order  him  to  march  to  this  place,  I 
must  wait  to  know  his  destination  from  yourself  or  Con- 
gress. The  battalions  raising  in  this  Province  I  know  not 
the  state  of,  but  I  believe  they  are  backward  in  their  re- 
cruiting, especially  those  in  this  quarter.  Their  Field-Of- 
ficers  are  not  yet  appointed. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  you  were  here,  for  when  Briga- 
dier-General Thompson  arrives,  he  will  be  equally  at  a  loss 
what  to  do  until  we  have  your  particular  orders.  How- 
ever, as  I  have  General  Lee's  ideas  about  the  fortifying  this 
place,  I  shall  pursue  the  plan  as  far  as  possible  until  I  re- 
ceive farther  orders. 

A  copy  of  your  letter  to  General  Lee  is  sent  to  the  Con- 
vention of  this  Province,  in  order  that  they  may  co-operate 
with  you  in  the  preparations  for  the  campaign  in  Canada. 
It  is  high  time  the  General  who  is  to  command  in  that  de^ 
partment  was  on  his  way  to  it. 

By  General  Lee's  directions  I  have  engaged  in  New- 
Jersey  two  companies  of  carpenters,  each  consisting  of  one 
Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  and  twenty-five  men,  designed  for 
Canada  ;*  but  as  I  observe  you  have  fifty  ready  to  go  at  a 

•You  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  raise  and  inlist  a  Com- 
pany of  Artificers  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  which  company 
is  to  consist  of  twenty-five  men,  all  of  whom  are  to  be  good  able  house- 
carpenters,  ship-carpenters,  boat-liuilders,  or  wheel-wrights,  whom  you 
are  to  command  as  their  Captain  and  foreman.  They  are  to  have  the 
pay  and  allowance  and  are  to  be  equipped  as  specified  in  the  subjoined 
articles.  They  are  to  ent«r  into  pay  from  the  day  they  arrive  at  A'eity 
York,  and  are  marched  and  reviewed  by  order  of  the  General,  with  an 
allowance  of  three  days  for  arriving  at  that  place. 

You  and  they  are  to  follow  such  orders  or  instructions  as  you  shall 
receive  from  myself  or  the  commanding  General  in  the  Province  of 
JS/'evz-York  or  in  Canada. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  this  fourth  day  of  March,  1776. 

Stibuss. 

To  Caleb  Bruen,  Esquire. 

Articles  and  conditions  on  which  a  Company  of  .trtijicers  is  to  be 
raised  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies  by  Caleb  Broes,  as 
Captain  thereof.  _ 

The  company  is  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  who  is  to  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  one  dollar  per  day ;  one  Lieutenant,  at  three-quarters  of  a  dollar 
per  day;  and  twenty-five  good  able  house-carpenters,  ship-carjienters, 
boat-builders,  or  wheel-wrights,  at  half  a  dollar  per  day.    They  are  to 
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moment's  warning  I  shall  detain  them  at  tliis  place  till  fur- 
ther orders.  Tliey  can,  in  the  mean  time,  be  very  \\  ell  em- 
ployed at  tliis  place  in  building  plalfomis  and  barriers. 

March  11. — Last  night  three  gentlemen  landed  here 
fi-om  on  board  a  packet  from  England.  The  advice  they 
bring  over  is,  that  seven  regiments  of  Foot,  amounting  to 
alx)ut  four  thousand  men,  were  ready  to  sail  from  Cork  about 
the  6th  of  January,  bound  to  the  Southern  Colonies ;  that 
Great  Jiritain  hud  engaged  four  thousand  Hanoverians 
and  six  tliousand  Hcssiam  for  the  American  w  ar,  and  were 
in  treaty  for  ten  thousand  Russians ;  that  the  French  Am- 
bassador had  declared  to  the  Knglish  Slinistry  that  while 
die  quarrel  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  was 
carried  on  with  their  own  forces,  the  King,  his  master, 
would  not  meddle  with  it ;  but  that  if  any  foreign  aid  was 
introduced,  he  would  no  longer  be  an  idle  spectator.  They 
then  had  not  heard  in  England  that  the  French  had  any 
troops  in  their  West-India  Islands.  I  think  this  looks  well 
for  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  General  Schuyler. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Kcad  March  15,  1776.] 
New- York,  Sunday  Evening,  10  o'clock,  March  10,  1776. 

De^r  Sir  :  I  have  just  had  with  me  three  gentlemen 
who  have  landed  here  this  evening  from  on  board  a  packet 
boat,  arrived  at  Sandy-Hook  from  England  in  nine  weeks. 
Two  of  them  you  are  doubtless  acquainted  with,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Temple  and  Mr.  Dennie,  of  Cambridge ;  the  other  is 
a  Mr.  Rickson,  who  has  letters  to  several  Members  of  Con- 
gress, and  other  gentlemen  at  Philadelphia.  They  are  to 
set  out  for  Philadelphia  to-morrow  morning,  and  will  give 
vou  the  particulars  of  the  news  they  are  possessed  of. 
What  1  can  gather  from  them  is,  that  seven  regiments,  con- 
sisting of  about  four  thousand  men,  commanded  by  Lord 
Comwallis,  were  to  sail  from  Cork  about  the  10th  oi  Ja- 
nuary for  the  Southern  Provinces,  to  be  joined  and  com- 
manded by  General  Clinton ;  and  that  no  other  British 
Tixwps  were  destined  to  this  Continent ;  that  four  thousand 
Hanoverians  and  six  thousand  Hessians  were  engaged  to 
come  out,  and  in  treaty  for  ten  thousand  Russians;  that  the 
French  Ambassador  on  this  had  declared  that  his  Court  did 
not  want  to  interfere  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colo- 
nies while  she  made  use  of  her  own  force,  but  that  if  foreign 
troops  were  employed  they  could  not  be  idle  spectators. 
Tlie  gentlemen  also  say,  that  when  they  left  London  it 
was  not  known  that  any  French  Troops  were  embarked  for, 
or  arrived  at,  the  West-Lidia  Islands.  They  say  that  the 
mail  is  an  immensely  large  one,  and,  I  suspect,  well  stored 
with  materials  preparatory  to  the  arrival  of  the  Commission- 
ers, who  are  reduced  in  number  to  twenty,  and  were  to  em- 
bark about  the  middle  of  January.  Their  commissions  and 
instructions  were  not  to  be  completed  till  after  the  second 
meeting  of  Parliament  This  mail  I  shall  have  my  eye  on, 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  any  of  its  contents  being  dis- 
pei-sed  without  passing  through  my  hands. 

Tlie  Eastern  post  is  arrived  this  evening,  but  has  not 
brought  a  letter  from  any  place  farther  eastwai-d  than  New- 
London.     Mysterious.     But  I  dare  say  all  right. 

General  Lee  has  doubtless  informed  the  Congress  of  our 
situation  here.  Our  whole  number  is  about  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  effectives ;  of  these,  about  one  diousand  (the 
Connecticut  Troops)  will  leave  us  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 

find  themselves  in  a  sufficiency  of  carpenters,  ship-wrights,  and  wheel- 
wrights' tools.  They  arc  also  to  provide  themselves  with  a  good  firelock, 
bayonet,  cartouch-box,  and  proper  belts  and  blankets,  and  sufficient 
clothing,  all  at  their  own  expense;  and,  when  occasion  requires  it,  are  to 
act  the  pan  of  soldiers  in  either  attack  or  defence,  as  well  as  artificers. 
They  are,  while  in  the  service,  to  receive  the  full  allowance  of  provision 
and  rum  allowed  to  the  other  artificers  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  to 
be  allowed  necessary  transportation  for  their  baggage.  They  are  to  be 
at  .Ve-w-York  as  soon  as  possible,  and  to  enter  into  pay  from  the  time  of 
being  mustered  and  received  there,  with  an  allowance  of  three  days  for 
their  arrival  at  that  place.  They  are  then  to  obey  the  general  orders, 
either  in  the  Provinces  oi  JSTew-Vork,  JVe-w-Jersei/,  or  Canada.  When 
discharged  they  are  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  reach  their  homes, 
which  is  to  be  fixed  as  at  jVeTvark  in  J\'e-ai-Jerse!/. 

In  witness  whereof  each  man  is  to  sign  these  articles,  dated  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  1776. 

Caleb  Brueit. 

I  do  agree  to  raise  another  Company  of  Artificers  of  the  same  num- 
ber, and  on  the  like  terms  with  the  above,  , 

JOSEPO    LiNSLET. 


this  month  ;  of  the  remainder,  about  three  hundred  are 
New-York  Minute-men,  without  arms.  It  will,  therefore, 
be  highly  necessary  to  order  several  regiments  to  this  jilace 
as  soon  as  possible.  It  will  employ  six  thousand  men  for 
at  least  two  months  to  complete  the  works  necessary  at  this 
place,  its  environs,  and  Long-Island.  The  four  regiments 
raising  in  diis  Province,  I  believe,  are  very  backward  in 
their  recruiting.  We  scarce  hear  of  them.  No  Ficld-Of- 
ficers  yet  fixed.  Nor  have  I  heard  of  a  single  company 
mustered ;  and,  consequently,  none  of  them  have  joined  the 
Army. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  highest  regard  and  esteem,  you  most 
humble  servant, 


Stirling. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


benjamin    smith    to    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Edgartown,  March  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  only  time  to  infonii  your  Honours 
that,  on  the  seventh  instant,  I,  with  a  detachment  of  my 
company,  with  some  gentlemen  of  this  town,  in  number  all 
about  forty,  with  a  small  vessel,  employed  for  the  purpose, 
engaged  and  took  the  Ship  Harriet,  Weymse  Orrok,  mas- 
ter, storeship,  from  London,  bound  for  Boston,  laden  with 
coal,  porter,  and  potatoes ;  and  have  sent  the  mate,  (the 
Captain  being  wounded  in  the  engagement,)  with  fourteen 
mariners,  by  Lieutenant  Shaw,  and  have  directed  him  to 
deliver  them  to  the  honourable  Council.  I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  secure  the  property,  by  getting  the  ship  to  the  main ; 
which,  having  perfected,  shall  give  immediate  attendance 
for  further  direction  in  the  matter;  and,  in  the  interim,  re- 
main your  Honours'  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Benjamin  Smith. 

To  the  Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  for  the  Colo- 
ny of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  Watertown. 


BERIAH  NORTON  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL. 

Edgartown,  March  9,  1776. 
Gentlemhn  :  These  are  to  inform  your  Honours  that, 
about  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  tith  of  March  in- 
stant, the  Sloop  Francis,  William  Furniwill,  Prizemaster, 
was  shipwrecked  on  the  south  side  of  the  Island  of  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard.  Said  sloop  was  taken  by  the  Ship  Phenix, 
of  the  British  Navy,  about  the  15th  of  December  last,  as 
said  prizemaster  says,  and  was  the  property  of  William 
Lowther,  Esq.,  merchant  in  New-York,  and  bound  for 
Boston,  by  the  way  of  Newport.  The  sailors  being  taken 
into  custody,  and  also  the  vessel  and  cargo,  the  Captain 
forthwith  made  infonnation  to  me.  I  went  to  the  wreck, 
and  appointed  Major  Dagget  to  take  an  inventory  of  her 
cargo ;  which  is  as  foUoweth :  about  fifty  hogsheads  of  to- 
bacco, one  himdred  and  ninety  barrels  of  turpentine,  three 
and  a  half  thousands  of  staves,  twenty-four  half  hides,  &c., 
and  the  men  ordered  under  guard  of  the  sea-coast  men. 
The  next  morning  there  was  information  in  town  that  there 
was  a  transport  ship  at  anchor  near  Nantucket-Shoals.  I 
was  not  in  town  myself  till  the  afternoon,  when  I  found 
there  was  about  thirty-seven  men  gone  off  to  engage  the 
ship,  with  a  small  sloop.  About  twenty-three  of  our  men 
were  those  of  the  sea-coast,  under  Captain  Benjamin  Smith, 
the  rest  were  of  the  Militia.  They  engaged  her,  and,  af- 
ter a  smart  skirmish,  die  Captain  of  the  ship  being  shot 
through  the  thigh,  struck  to  our  Yankee  Sloop,  and  are 
brought  into  Old-Town  harbour.  The  Captain  is  in  a  fair 
way  of  recovery.  Her  cargo  is  about  one  hundred  chal- 
drons of  coal,  one  hundred  butts  of  porter,  thirty  hogsheads 
sourkrout,  potatoes,  and  sundry  other  articles.  The  officers 
and  seamen  are  ordered  to  Head-Quarters  by  the  sea- 
coast  Captain,  under  the  care  of  Second  Lieutenant  James 
Shaw. 

I  shall  not  enlarge  any  further  on  this  subject,  as  I  ex- 
pect to  be  at  Court  within  fifteen  days.  I  would  just 
remind  your  Honours  that  the  resolve  for  removing  the  re- 
straint to  our  trade  hath  not  been  published,  to  my  know- 
ledge ;  and,  as  we  have  suffered  by  it  already,  I  must  hum- 
bly beg  your  Honours  to  have  it  published  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, several  persons  having  been  obliged  to  unload  their 
vessels  that  were  bound  here,  on  that  account.  I  have  only 
to  say  that  the  two  gentlemen,  (the  prizemaster  abovesaid. 
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and  Mr.  James  Christie,  passenger  on  board  the  ship,)  have 

behaved  themselves  witli  honour  while  in  this  town. 

From  your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  sei^ 

vant,  „  -T 

Ueriah  Norton. 

To  the  Honourable  James  Otis,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
honourable  Council  at  Watertovm. 

N.  B.  These  certify  your  Honours  that  Captain  Rich- 
ard M'Tietten,  a  worthy  gentleman,  lately  appointed  Captain 
of  the  Fii-st  Company  of  Militia  in  this  regiment,  had  the 
command,  in  taking  the  ship,  as  master.  Benjamin  Smith, 
within  named,  as  Captain.    But  I  expect  to  be  down  soon. 


Your  humble  servant. 


Beriah  Norton. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CAMBRIDGE  TO  A  GENTLE- 
MAN IN  PHILADELPHIA,  DATED  MARCH  10,  1776. 

We  were  last  night  disappointed  in  an  attempt  made  to 
possess  ourselves  of  Nuke  Hill.  We  were  too  much 
elated  with  the  advantages  lately  gained,  and,  I  must  think, 
imprudently  laid  out  the  ground  in  the  open  day,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  enemy.  They  took  the  alarm,  and,  as  soon 
as  it  was  dark,  began  a  very  heavy  cannonade,  which  was 
kept  up  on  both  sides,  without  intermission,  until  sunrise. 
As  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  principally  directed  to  the 
spot  we  intended  to  intrench  upon,  our  people  were  obliged 
to  be  drawn  off  after  losing  three  or  four  men. 

As  we  are  so  near  the  town,  every  shot  from  our  batteries 
must  take  effect.  The  tumbling  I  could  distinctly  hear 
amongst  the  houses ;  some  of  which  this  morning  exhibit 
the  dreadful  havock  made  by  our  last  night's  work.  If  the 
enemy  remain  much  longer,  I  am  of  opinion  we  shall  leave 
very  little  for  Mr.  Howe  to  reek  his  vengeance  on  in  that 
devoted  city. 

There  is  less  appearance  this  day  of  their  embarkation 
than  has  been  for  some  days  past.  Their  sick  and  wounded, 
their  heavy  baggage,  and  chief  part  of  their  heavy  artillery, 
are,  by  every  account  we  get,  already  on  board  ;  so  that  I 
believe  we  shall  soon  draw  near  to  you,  as  New-  York  will 
probably  be  their  destination.  If  that  should  be  the  case, 
your  gallant  associates  will  have  an  opportunity  of  showing 
their  spirit.  We  are  likely  to  have  a  warm  night  of  it.  If 
anything  material  happens,  and  I  am  left  in  the  land  of  the 
living,  you  shall  soon  hear  it. 


certificate  of  the  delivery,  and  will  oblige  himself  to  return 
them  to  the  owners,  all  unavoidable  accidents  excepted. 

If,  after  this  notice,  any  person  secretes  or  keeps  in  his 
possession  such  articles,  he  will  be  treated  as  a  favourer  of 
Rebels. 

Boston,  March  10,  1776. 

EXTRACT    or  A  LETTER  FROM  CHARLESTOWN,    SOUTH-CARO- 
LINA,   DATED    MARCH    11,    1776. 

The  Good  Intent,  Captain  William  Baker,  of  twenty- 
three  guns,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  men,  fitted  out  at 
this  place,  fell  in,  on  the  18th  instant,  about  twenty  leagues 
from  hence,  with  six  transports,  and  one  of  the  King's 
sloops-of-war  of  fourteen  guns  ;  when,  after  a  stout  resist- 
ance, the  sloop  was  obliged  to  sheer  off.  Four  of  the  latter 
were  taken  by  Captain  Baker,  and  were  brought  in  here 
this  morning;  they  have  on  board  provisions,  clothing, 
ammunition,  k.c.  The  two  other  vessels,  with  the  sloop, 
are  supposed  to  be  gone  to  Boston. 

THOMAS    DORSEY  TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Elk-Ridge  Landing,  March  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  yours  of  yesterday  by  express, 
and,  agreeable  to  order,  shall  dismiss  my  battalion  of  Militia, 
who  were  in  readiness  at  this  place  to  march  to  any  part  of 
the  Province  that  your  Honours  or  the  General  should  re- 
quest. 

It  gives  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  my  conduct,  as 
well  as  the  other  gentlemen,  officers,  and  Militia,  under  my 
command,  meets  with  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

'  Thomas  Dorsey. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


By  His  Excellency  William  Howe,  Major-General,  Sfc, 
fyc,  8fc. 

As  linen  and  woollen  goods  are  articles  much  wanted  by 
the  Rebels,  and  would  aid  and  assist  them  in  their  rebellion, 
the  Commander-in-Chief  expects  that  all  good  subjects  will 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  have  all  such  articles  con- 
veyed from  this  place.  Any  who  have  not  opportunity  to 
convey  their  goods  under  their  own  care,  may  deliver  them 
on  board  the  Minerva,  at  Hubbard's  Wliarf,  to  Crean 
Brush,  Esq.,*  marked  with  their  names ;  who  will  give  a 

*  The  folio-wing  draft  of  a  Letter  -mat  found  among  the  Papers  of 
CuEAX  Brush,  ivho  ivaa  taken  in  his  flight  from  Bostox  to  Hali- 
fax, and  is  published,  that  the  good  people  of  these  Colonies  may 
see  the  unraearied  attempts  of  our  implacable  enemies  to  enslave 
them. 

SiH  :  The  movement  of  the  troops  from  Boston  to  Canada  is  the  only 
measure  wliich  assures  success  in  the  reduction  of  Jlmerica  to  due  obe- 
dience, which,  I  trust,  sir,  you  will  remember  to  have  been  an  observa- 
tion of  mine  to  you  in  February,  1765.  From  the  frontiers  of  that 
Province,  the  troops  can,  with  great  facility,  possess  the  interior  fertile 
country,  which  forms  the  great  object  of  Rebel  resources,  and,  by  throw- 
ing the  disaffected  inhabitants  in  crowds  upon  an  already  exhausted  and 
almost  barren  sea-coast,  and  keeping  them  confined  there,  they  must  be 
reduced  by  famine  without  a  blow,  provided  a  proper  fleet  is  stationed  on 
the  coast  of  the  Mlantick,  to  harass  them  on  that  quarter,  and  prevent 
foreign  succours.  The  rivers,  lakes,  and  streams  connected  with,  and 
contiguous  to,  the  liiver  St,  Lawrence,  must  be  the  channels  through 
which  this  desirable  object  is  to  be  accomplished — the  Ri-ver  Kenne- 
beck,  whose  source  is  near  that  of  the  River  Chaudiere,  emptying  into 
the  St.  Laivrence  River  a  few  miles  above  Quebeck ;  the  Sago  River, 
which  separates  the  Province  of  JVewRampshire  from  the  Province  of 
Maine;  the  River  Merrimack,  rising  about  latitude  43°;  the  River 
Connecticut,  whose  source  is  in  about  latitude  46°,  near  the  Lake  lie 
St.  Frangois,  in  the  River  St.  La-arence ;  Jlndsoji'a,  Snsquehamiah, 
Delatoare,  and  Ohio  Rivers,  with  the  lakes  forming  those  rivers  and 
streams  issuing  into  them.  Far  on  the  banks  of  these  lakes,  rivers,  and 
streams,  are  the  fertile  lands ;  and  the  whole  settlements  in  the  interior 
parts  are  chiefly  farmed  on  them.  You  will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  excuse 
the  liberty  I  have  already  taken,  and  indulge  me  until  I  have  before  you 
the  method  I  would  pursue  in  taking  possession  of  any  capital  river ; 
which,  if  it  furnishes  a  hint  which  may  facilitate  the  operations  on  any 
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elk-ridge  committee  to  MARYLAND   COUNCIL   OF  SAFETY. 

In  Committee,  March  11,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Observation  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Elk-Ridge,  reflecting  on  the  necessity  of  having  the  sum 
of  about  two  hundred  pounds  lodged  in  their  hands  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  Elk-Ridge  Battalion,  in  case  the 
exigencies  of  the  Province  shall,  at  any  time,  require  their 
marching  to  a  distance  to  repel  a  hostile  mvasion  by  tlie 
British  forces,  beg  that  you  will  send  them  the  said  sum 
of  two  hundred  pounds  by  Mr.  Samuel  Godman,  and  tlie 
Committee  of  Elk-Ridge  will  be  responsible  for  the  same. 
The  Committee  have  already  advanced  about  fifty  pounds 
for  the  support  of  the  Elk-Ridge  Battalion,  after  being  called 
on  to  go  to  Baltimore  Town. 

Signed  by  order:  Thomas  Dorsey,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


JOSEPH    galloway  TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
March  11,  1776,  Seven  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Gentlemen  :  By  the  order  of  Colonel  Weems,  I  am  to 
inform  you  that  the  alarm  given  by  Captain  Chew  is  without 
the  least  foundation.  The  sloop-of-war  and  her  tenders  are  at 
least  fifteen  miles  below  Fishing-  Creek.  Captain  Chew  dis- 
charged his  company  at  twelve  o'clock  last  night,  after  being 

other,  I  should  esteem  myself  very  happy.  The  plan  I  would  lay  down 
relates  only  to  the  River  Connecticut — an  object  of  the  greatest  conse- 
quence, as  it  forms  the  granary  oi  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Connecti- 
cut. And  I  request  you  may  believe,  that  what  I  advance  is  not  founded 
on  mere  speculative  knowledge,  founded  on  maps,  but  from  the  actual 
experience  of  many  years  traversing  that  river,  from  its  mouth  to  latitude 
45°,  where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  thoroughly  inspecting  ite  falls.  On 
supposition,  therefore,  that  the  body  of  Regulars  on  this  expedition  con- 
sists of  one  thousand  five  hundred  men,  the  like  number  of  Canadians, 
and  one  hundred  Iridians,  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  six  small 
field-pieces,  the  whole  to  proceed  together  from  Quebeck  to  Lake  De  St. 
Frati^ois,  witli  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses,  or  more,  if  possible, 
and  birch  canoes  sufficient  to  carry  such  provisions  and  light  baggage  as 
may  bo  necessary,  the  distance  from  the  Lake  Be  Si.  Francois  to  the 
source  of  Connecticut  River  may  be  about  six  days'  march ;  and  in  this 
the  whole  difficulty  consists.  However,  the  Canadians,  who  are  good 
axe-men,  covered  by  an  advanced  party,  and  Indian  guides,  might  cut 
out  such  fallen  timber  as  may  lay  across  the  path,  and  fill  up  such  gulleys 
with  logs  and  earth  as  would  otherwise  obstruct  the  march  of  the  artil- 
lery. Immediately  on  entering  the  settled  townships  on  Connecticut 
River,  a  printed  paper,  to  the  purport  or  effect  following,  might  be  dis- 
tributed.   [Here  the  letter  ends.] 
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very  much  tired  with  their  march  from  South-River,  and  down 
again.  They  are  now  under  anus  a  little  below  Fishing- 
Creek,  and  will  continue  so  till  they  are  gone  below  Pa- 
tuxent. 

Captain  MakalFs  Company  are  ten  miles  below,  and 
the  alarm  is  all  through  Calvert  that  they  are  on  their  way 
down.  They  weighed  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  came  to 
again  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  as  the  wind  was  directly 
ahead. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Galloway. 

To  the  Honourable  tile  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MAKTLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   DELEGATES    IN    CON- 
GRESS. 

[No.  53.]  Annapolis,  March  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  intelligence  by  our  pilot-boats 
on  Tuesday  evening,  that  a  ship-of-war  and  two  tenders 
were  under  sail,  on  their  way  up  the  bay;  and  immediately 
issued  our  orders  for  their  reception,  which  were  observed 
with  amazing  expedition  and  punctuality.  We  are  much 
indebted  to  the  spirited,  active,  and  good  conduct  of  the  re- 
gular officers  and  troops.  The  Militia  moved  with  astonisii- 
ing  despatch  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  vessels  hove  in  sight,  our 
coast  was  lined  with  men.  At  Baltimore,  the  celerity  of  their 
movements  exceeded  description,  and  had  very  nearly  proved 
more  advantageous  than  they  really  have,  for  it  was  expect- 
ed by  the  vessels,  (the  Otter  of  sixteen  guns,  a  tender  of  six 
guns,  and  the  other  with  swivels  only,)  that  the  ship  Defence 
was  altogether  unprepared ;  which  led  them  to  conceive  them- 
selves in  a  state  of  security,  which  had  like  to  have  been 
attended  with  consequences  very  disagreeable  to  them. 

The  residue  of  our  guns  for  the  ship  arrived  only  on  Wed^ 
nesday  nigiit,  and  on  Thursday  morning  were  mounted.  On 
Friday  night  she  was  towed  a  little  way  down  the  river,  and 
manned  with  a  parcel  of  buckskin  heroes,  and  other  brave 
fellows.  Several  small  vessels  were  crowded  with  men  to 
assist  in  case  of  an  engagement ;  which  would  have  been 
dreadful,  as  we  understand  Captain  Nicholson  intended  to 
grapple  at  once.  She  got  under  way  very  early  in  the 
morning,  resolved  to  retake  Hudson's  ship,  and  engage  the 
Otter,  (which  was  four  or  five  miles  below,)  if  she  moved  to 
her  relief.  Hudson's  vessel  was  guarded  by  the  tenders. 
The  morning  was  thick  and  hazy,  and  the  Defence  got  nearer 
to  them  before  she  was  discovered  tlian  was  agreeable  to 
them.  They  were  much  alarmed,  (not  having  any  idea  our 
ship  was  in  readiness  to  venture  out,)  and  pushed  off  with 
the  utmost  expedition,  leaving  the  ship  and  four  or  five  small 
vessels,  which  had  fallen  into  their  hands.  The  tenders 
would  probably  have  been  taken,  if  the  Otter,  receiving  a 
single  gun,  had  not  sent  off  men  to  double  man  their  oars. 
The  Defence  stretched  backward  and  forward  below  her 
prizes,  and  at  length,  seeing  the  Otter  get  under  way,  came  to 
close  by  Hudson's  vessel,  and  prepared  for  battle,  expecting 
she  was  coming  up  to  her ;  but,  to  the  amazement  of  our 
brave  countrymen,  she  bore  away  and  anchored  in  tlie  after- 
noon off  Annapolis.  Nicholson  continued  his  station,  think- 
ing it  imprudent  to  risk  an  action,  as  he  had  such  a  valuable 
prize  under  his  care. 

In  the  evening  a  flag  was  sent  in.  The  gendemen  behaved 
very  politely,  and  on  some  subjects  were  free  and  commu- 
nicative. They  know  everything  which  is  transacted  here 
and  to  the  northward.  The  flag  brought  a  letter  to  the  Go- 
vemour,  from  Captain  Squire,  commander  of  the  Otter, 
desiring  provision  for  the  sloop,  and  that  a  tender  might  be 
permitted,  unmolested,  to  take  a  Neiv-England  sloop,  loaded 
with  bread  and  flour,  which  we  had  sent  up  the  Severn.  The 
Govemour  laid  that  letter  before  us.  We  refused  a  supply  of 
provisions,  and  took  no  notice  of  that  part  of  the  letter 
which  related  to  the  Neto-England  vessel,  thinking  it  rather 
an  insult ;  but  ordered  a  guard  of  about  fifty  men  to  be  im- 
mediately put  over  her. 

We  received  two  other  flags  in  the  morning — one  of  them 
for  our  answer,  and  the  other  with  prisoners  ;  who  say  they 
were  treated  with  the  greatest  humanity  and  tenderness. 
The  Otter  and  her  tenders,  with  some  prize  vessels,  sailed 
down  the  bay  yesterday.  But  we  expect  they  will  return 
again  soon,  reinforced;  as,  from  what  we  can  collect,  they 
are  bent  upon  taking  or  destroying  the  Defence.  Five  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds  of  powder  is 


arrived  in  the  Potomxtclc,  and  safely  landed  at  Bladenshurgh. 
You  shall  have  a  full  state  of  facts  relative  to  our  late  in- 
teresting situation,  by  the  next  post.  This  we  give  you  in  a 
hurry. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland  in  Congress. 


TO   THE    PEOPLE    OF    NORTH-AMERICA   ON   THE   DIFFERENT 
KINDS    OF    GOVERNMENT. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you  such  objects  as,  if  properly 
attended  to,  will  enable  you  to  secure  that  to  your  offsprins, 
for  which  you  at  present  contend,  and  put  it  out  of  tne 
power  of  any  set  of  men,  however  cunning  and  ambitious, 
to  rise  into  power  and  importance  at  your  expense.  The 
subject  which  I  propose  to  discuss,  however  ill  qualified,  is 
of  very  great  consequence  to  America ;  it  being  impossible 
to  make  tlie  best  of  our  present  advantages,  unless  old  pre- 
judices are  effectually  removed. 

I  wish  it  to  be  examined  with  care,  and  received  with 
impartiality;  as  truth  is  my  object,  and  the  happ'mess  of 
mankind,  without  regard  to  sect,  party,  province,  or  dis- 
trict, the  end  of  my  labour. 

Pure  Monarchy  is  that  form  of  Government  which  is 
framed  for  the  exaltation  of  the  Prince  alone,  and  his  inte- 
rest and  grandeur  are  of  primary  consideration ;  the  people 
are  only  of  consequence  so  far  as  their  welfare  is  involved 
in  his.  The  grand  monarch  is  the  only  being  known  to  the 
Constitution  ;  who,  like  the  Divinity,  (pardon  the  compari- 
son,) derives  every  power  from  himself;  fi-om  whom  the 
other  members  of  the  community  derive  every  privilege 
they  possess,  and  on  whose  will  they  depend  for  their  con- 
tinuance. Aristocracy  divides  all  the  privileges  of  the  State 
among  the  grandees  of  the  nation  ;  and  constituting  them  the 
sole  legislators  and  executors,  lodges  all  power  in  their 
hands.  Oligarchy  distributes  the  powers  of  Government 
into  a  few  hands,  who  are  generally  the  leaders  of  so  many 
factions,  which  exist  in  the  State.  In  all  these  forms  the 
people  are  but  of  small,  if  of  any  consideration,  and  the 
farther  they  diverge  from  pure  Monarchy,  the  more  intolera- 
ble they  become.  Popular  Government — sometimes  temied 
Democracy,  Republick,  or  Commonwealth — is  the  plan  of 
civil  society  wherein  the  community  at  large  talves  the  care 
of  its  own  welfare,  and  manages  its  concerns  by  representa- 
tives elected  by  the  people  out  of  their  own  body. 

Seeing  the  happiness  of  the  people  is  the  tme  end  of 
Government ;  and  it  appearing  by  the  definition,  that  the 
popular  foiTn  is  the  only  one  which  has  this  for  its  object ;  it 
may  be  worth  inquiring  into  the  causes  which  have  prevent- 
ed its  success  in  the  world.  In  this  inquiry  it  would  ill  be- 
come us  to  sit  down  contested  with  the  accounts  given  by 
Royal  ambassadors,  or  men  of  ambition,  who  can  never 
arrive  to  the  height  they  aspire  to  in  a  Republick.  With 
such  men,  it  is  impossible  for  a  Commonwealth  to  confer 
happiness  on  its  membei-s.  Were  they  honestly  to  investi- 
gate the  subject,  perhaps  they  would  alter  their  opinions. 
The  necessity  of  mutual  defence  first  gave  rise  to  social 
connections,  which  were,  consequently,  of  the  military  kind. 
Thus  very  great  distinctions  between  the  members  of  the 
same  community  were  incorporated  into  the  very  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State,  and  formed  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  a 
perfect  Republick.  Every  nation  which  has  hitherto  at- 
tempted to  set  up  a  Republick,  entered  on  the  measure  too 
late.  They  were  the  convulsed  remains  of  some  Govern- 
ment erected  upon  military  principles  ;  and  finding  it  hard  to 
content  those  with  the  simple  rights  of  freemen  who  were 
once  possessed  of  all  power,  they  too  easily  gave  way  to 
claims  of  a  superior  nature,  whereby  they  admitted  an  in- 
terest separate  and  distinct  from,  and  inconsistent  with,  the 
general  welfare  of  the  people.  This  interest  forever  clashing 
with  that  of  the  community,  produced  continual  confusions, 
until  the  people,  wearied  out  with  the  struggle,  gave  up  to 
the  aristocratical  party,  or  blindly  following  some  popular 
leader,  in  confidence  of  his  attachment  to  their  interest, 
gave  all  power  into  his  hands,  which  generally  ended  in 
tyranny. 

The  inexperience  of  mankind  was  another  cause  of  the 
decay  of  popular  Governments.  Being  unacquainted  with 
legislative  representation,  established  on  the  principles  of  a 
free,  uninfluenced,  and  general  election,  they  met  in  large, 
and,' consequently,  tumultuous  assembUes.   This  gave  ambi- 
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tious  and  designing  men,  to  whom  such  a  form  of  Govern- 
ment is  always  unfavourable,  great  opportunities  of  breeding 
disturbance,  and  creating  factions,  which  generally  terminate 
in  its  dissolution.  Besides  this  manner  of  conducting  pub- 
lick'  affiiirs,  not  suiting  extensive  dominion,  the  privileges  of 
the  society  were  continually  confined  to  the  precincts  of  the 
capital ;  and  as  soon  as  their  territories  extended  beyond 
these  bounds,  slavery  took  place  ;  which,  inducing  the  ne- 
cessity of  standing  armies,  laid  a  foundation  for  overturning 
itself.  The  feuds  and  animosities  attendant  on  this  mode  of 
managing  publick  affairs,  gave  great  opportunities  to  those 
whose  ambitious  designs  were  incotnpatible  with  the  good 
of  the  society,  to  bring  it  into  dislike  and  contempt.  Far 
from  trying  to  remedy  any  defects  in  the  system,  or  to  put 
an  end  to  factions  and  disturbances,  they  used  their  utmost 
abilities  and  cunning  to  heighten  the  old,  or  excite  new ; 
until  the  minds  of  the  people  were  so  torn  to  pieces  and 
worn  out  by  feuds  and  confusions,  that  they  were  ready  to 
submit  to  anything  which  could  relieve  them  from  their  un- 
happy situation.  Then  artfully  charging  the  troubles  them- 
selves had  occasioned  to  the  fault  of  the  Constitution,  they 
easily  obtained  such  a  change  in  its  form  as  was  more  favour- 
able to  their  designs. 

Political  writers,  either  mistaking  the  true  causes  of  the  un- 
easinesses which  are  found  in  ancient  popular  Governments, 
or  willing  to  make  court  to  Princes,  have  greatly  contributed 
to  bring  the  Republican  forms  of  Government  into  discre- 
dit. This  has  been  carried  to  such  a  length  with  many, 
that  the  mentioning  a  Democracy  constandy  excites  in  them 
the  idea  of  anarchy;  and  few,  except  such  as  have  emanci- 
pated themselves  from  the  shackles  of  political  bigotry  and 
prejudice,  can  talk  of  it  with  patience,  and  hearken  to  any- 
tliing  offered  in  its  defence. 

One  or  all  of  the  foregoing  causes  have,  to  one  time  or 
other,  contributed  to  the  destruction  of  Republicks  ;  but  of  all 
others,  the  first  has  done  most.  Where  two  or  more  separate 
interests  exist  in  a  Government,  there  contention  will  remain 
until  one  becomes  master.  A  nation  must  consist  of  all 
Kings,  all  nobles,  or  all  simple  freemen,  to  prevent  such  con- 
flisions,  and  preserve  its  privileges.  Every  attentive  reader 
of  history  must  perceive  this.  The  history  of  the  Roman 
Commonwealth,  abating  for  its  foreign  wars,  is  little  else  but 
a  relation  of  feuds,  factions,  and  animosities,  occasioned  by 
the  existence  of  a  rank  of  nobles,  whose  interest  was  un- 
connected with  the  plebeians.  They  formed  schemes,  and 
adopted  plans,  to  balance  the  powers,  and  reconcile  the  in- 
terests of  these  two  ranks.  But  all  to  no  purpose  ;  tyranny 
at  last  destroyed  them  both.  The  irreconcilableness  of 
these  two  interests  did  more  to  prevent  the  formation  of  a 
Republick  in  Great  Britain,  than  all  the  ambition  of  a 
Cromwell;  and,  if  I  mistake  not;  iMdloiv,  in  his  Memoirs, 
charges  its  failure  to  this  cause  alone.  Where  no  King  is, 
that  body  must  enjoy  his  power,  or  be  annihilated :  they 
must  and  will  hang  together.  To  a  man  of  reflection,  this 
will  readily  appear,  and  fully  explain  the  reasons  why  a 
Parliament  that  dethroned  a  King,  voted  a  House  of  Lords 
useless.  They  will  be  an  everlasting  plague  to  the  society 
which  has  not  a  King ;  for  they  will  always  be  amiing  at 
kingly  authority.  And  where  there  is  a  King,  their  dignity 
and  consequence  will  flow  from  him,  and  they  will  be  his 
tools,  if  he  makes  no  attack  on  their  peculiar  privileges. 

Two  or  more  distinct  interests  can  never  exist  in  society, 
without  finally  destroying  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The 
best  plans  will  fail  in  accomplishing  this,  until  mankind  shall 
have  learned  to  do  to  others  as  they  would  be  done  unto. 
The  whole  wisdom  of  the  British  nation,  at  a  time  when 
its  virtue  and  wisdom  was  at  the  highest,  exerted  its  utmost 
efforts  to  form  a  perfect  plan  of  political  freedom,  and  to 
preserve  and  secure  the  rights  of  the  three  distinct  classes, 
of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons ;  and  it  was  diought  they 
had  effected  it ;  but  later  experience  has  proved  the  con- 
trary. The  Crown  of  Great  Britain  is  now  as  absolute  in 
the  legislature  as  the  Crown  of  France,  and  were  it  not  for 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  and  Trial  by  Jury,  the  consequences 
of  offending  it  would  be  full  as  fatal. 

Kin^s  and  nobles  are  artificial  beings,  for  whose  emolu- 
ment civil  society  was  never  intended  ;  and  notwithstanding 
they  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  general  censure 
from  the  worid,  yet  I  will  boldly  affirm  that  nine-tenths  of 
all  the  publick  calamities  which  ever  befell  mankind,  were 
brought  on  by  their  means.   The  protest  which  the  Almighty 


entered  against  Kings,  when  the  Jews  demanded  one,  shows 
in  what  estimation  they  are  held  by  the  Divinity.  Point  me 
out  the  King  that  does  not  verify  the  description,  and  I  will 
begin  to  suspect  the  divinity  of  the  Bible.  Wicked  Kings 
and  Govemours  make  up  the  history  of  the  Old  Testament, 
and  the  chief  part  of  the  labour  of  the  Prophets  was  to 
keep  them  within  bounds.  It  is  thought  to  be  vastly  in 
favour  of  Kings,  that  we  are  commanded  to  pray  for  them  ; 
but  if  die  nature  or  design  of  prayer  were  attended  to,  it 
would  certainly  make  against  them.  If  the  wickedest  of 
men  stand  most  in  need  of  prayers,  it  is  no  wonder  that  so 
many  clergymen  are  continually  sending  up  petitions  for 
Kings  ;  but  it  is  certainly  much  against  them  that  all  diese 
prayers  do  them  so  little  good. 

Mankind  never  suffered  so  much  during  the  existence  of 
a  Republick  as  they  have  suffered  in  the  short  reigns  of 
many  Kings.  A  Harry  VIII.  did  more  mischief  to  his 
subjects  than  any  Republick  ever  did  to  its  members,  not- 
withstanding they  were  so  illy  constituted.  But  the  true 
principles  of  republicanism  are  at  present  so  well  under- 
stood, and  the  mode  of  Qonducting  such  a  Government  so 
simple  and  easy,  and  America  so  fit  for  its  reception,  that  a 
dozen  of  wise  heads  and  honest  hearts  might,  in  one  day, 
form  a  plan  for  the  United  Colonies  which  would  as  much 
excel  any  one  now  existing,  as  the  British  Constitution 
does  that  of  Caffraria. 

When  I  seriously  consider  this,  and  take  a  survey  of  the 
state  of  civil  Government  throughout  the  world,  the  modes 
whereby  they  acquired  their  present  forms,  and  the  causes 
which  gave  rise  to  them,  I  cannot  help  cherishing  a  secret 
hope  that  God  has  destined  America  to  forni  the  last  and 
best  plan  that  can  possibly  exist ;  and  that  he  will  gradually 
carry  those  who  have  long  been  under  the  galling  yoke  of 
tyranny  in  every  other  quarter  of  the  globe,  into  the  bosom 
of  perfect  liberty  and  freedom  in  America.  Were  the  great 
men  of  the  present  day,  and  all  those  who  choose  to  inter- 
fere in  publick  affiiirs,  only  to  set  before  them  the  Godlike 
pleasure  of  conferring  the  most  lasting  and  complete  state 
of  happiness  human  nature  is  capable  of,  in  a  state  of  civil 
society,  on  millions  yet  unborn,  and  the  eternal  reward 
which  must  attend  the  doing  so  much  good ;  I  cannot  help 
thinking  but  contracted  views,  partial  interest,  and  party 
factions,  would  sink  under,  and  yield  to  considerations  of  so 
greatly  superior  a  nature. 

Few  opportunities  have  ever  been  offered  to  mankind  of 
framing  an  entire  Constitution  of  Government,  upon  equi- 
table principles.  All  modern  authors  on  this  subject  agree, 
that  mankind  are  entitled  to  freedom  by  birdi,  and  that  they 
are  independent  of,  and  on  a  level  with,  each  other  when 
they  enter  into  society.  This  being  the  case,  it  is  evident 
that  where  great  distinctions  exist  in  a  community  before  its 
Constitution  is  foniied,  its  members  do  not  enter  on  equally 
advantageous  ternis ;  and  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble to  frame  an  equitable  plan.  Rome  had  her  Patres,  and 
Patres  Conscripti,  before  she  attempted  it ;  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  an  eternal  clashing  of  interest,  which  kept  their 
Constitution  so  fluctuating,  that  they  never  could  be  said  to 
have  anything  permanent,  but  their  hatred  to  Kings ;  and 
this  was  the  only  stable  principle  which  preserved  the  Com- 
monwealth as  long  as  it  lasted. 

Whenever  any  rank  in  society  is  invested  with  more  than 
an  equal  share  of  the  privileges  and  powers  of  that  society, 
it  must  be  at  the  expense  of  the  other  ranks.  Men,  na- 
turally on  a  level,  ought  to  remain  so  by  the  constitution 
of  the  society,  if  they  will  secure  the  liberty  and  welfare  of 
the  community,  and  every  civil  and  necessary  distinction, 
as  that  of  legislator  and  magistrate;  and  the  other  civil 
officers  should  be  so  settled  as  never  to  remain  long  in  one 
family,  otherwise  it  will  end  in  the  enslaving  of  that  people. 
All  natural  distinctions — such  as  weak  and  strong,  wise  and 
foolish  ;  and  every  accidental  or  adventitious  one — such  as 
learned  or  unlearned,  rich  and  poor ;  may  safely  exist  in  the 
community,  without  interrupting  its  peace  and  felicity;  but 
every  family  disdnction  which  a  society  creates,  will  finally 
prove  destructive  to  that  society.  Princes  of  the  blood. 
Princes  of  the  empire,  and  Peers  of  the  realm,  ever  have 
been,  are  now,  and  ever  will  be,  the  convenient  and  neces- 
sary tools  of  Royal  tyrants,  scattered  up  and  down  the  com- 
munity, for  the  more  ready  accomplishing  his  will  who  created 
them.  All  political  distinctions  ought  to  be  the  gift  of  the 
free  people  at  large,  and  continually  to  revert  to  them  at  the 
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end  of  die  political  jcar,  to  be  renewed  or  otherwise,  as 
they  shall  think  proper. 

Almost  evciy  civil  Constitution  now  existing  in  die  world 
k  partly  the  spurious  offspring  of  some  former  very  defective 
one.  Perhaps  America  is  the  only  country  in  the  world 
wiioUy  free  from  all  jwlitical  impediments,  at  the  verj-  time 
thev  are  under  the  necessity  of  framing  a  civil  Constitution. 
Ha'vinc  no  rank  above  that  of  freemen,  she  has  but  one  in- 
terest to  consult,  and  that  interest,  (blessed  be  God  for  it,)  is 
the  true  and  only  interest  of  men  as  members  of  society. 

Salus  Popuu. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last,  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
your  letter  of  die  9th  of  February.  The  Congress  have 
not  yet  come  to  any  resolutions  on  your  former  letters. 

The  design  of  this  is  only  to  desire  you  to  send  Captain 
Morgan  Connor,  of  die  Rifle  Battalion,  to  Philadelphia, 
the  Congress  having  occasion  to  employ  him  in  the  Soudiem 
Department. 

The  Congress  having  promoted  Edward  Hand,  Esq.,  to 
be  Colonel  of  die  Rifle  Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Colonel 
Thompson,  whom  they  advanced  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  ;  and  James  Chambers,  Esquire,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  die  same ;  I  have  foi-warded  their  commissions 
accordingly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem,  sir,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  t         tj  d      •  i    ^ 

'  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


and  will  only  inform  you  that,  last  night,  diree  gendemen 
landed  here  from  on  board  a  packet,  nine  weeks  out  from  Fal- 
mouth. They  say  that  seven  regiments  of  Foot,  amount- 
ing to  about  four  thousand  men,  were  embarked  and  ready 
to  sail  from  Cork  about  the  6di  of  January,  bound  to  die 
Southern  Colonies.  That  Great  Britain  had  engaged  four 
diousand  Hanoverians  aiul  six  thousand  Hessians,  for  die 
American  service,  and  \\  ere  in  treaty  for  ten  thousand  jRus- 
sians.  That  the  French  Ambassador  at  London  had  de- 
clared to  the  English  Ministry,  that  his  master  did  not  mean 
to  meddle  widi  the  quarrel  between  Great  Britain  and  her 
Colonies,  while  it  was  carried  on  with  its  own  force ;  but 
that  he  could  not  be  an  idle  spectator  if  any  foreign  aid  was 
made  use  of.  (It  was  not  then  known  in  London,  diat  the 
French  had  any  troops  in  the  West-India  Islands.)  That  it 
was  not  hkely  any  more  British  Tixwps  w  ould  be  sent  out, 
for  they  had  them  not  to  spare. 

If  these  things  should  be  true,  I  am  in  hopes  we  shall 
have  an  easy  summer's  work  to  secure  die  whole  Contuient. 
The  Commissioners,  whose  number  is  reduced  to  twenty, 
were  to  embark  about  die  middle  of  January.  It  was  said 
that  they  were  to  endeavour  to  treat  with  die  Assemblies  of 
Colonies  separately,  if  possible ;  and  even  to  retail  out  cor- 
ruption to  single  towns  or  families ;  but  if  this  could  not 
succeed,  they  were  to  swallow  the  bitter  pill,  and  treat  with 
Congress. 

Adieu,  my  dear  General ;  the  post  waits.  But  yet,  pre- 
sent my  best  regards  to  Mrs.  Washington,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ciistis,  Palfrey,  &ic.;  and  am,  widi  the  highest  esteem  and 
regard,  your  most  humble  servant. 

To  General  Washington. 


Stirling. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  March  11,  1776. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Congress  of  my  arrival, 

in  consequence  of  their  orders ;  and  shall  be  happy  if  you 

will  instruct  me  when,  and  in  what  manner  I  am  to  pay  my 

respects  to  them,  in  order  to  receive  their  further  com- 

martds. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  ^  t 

Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 


BENJAMIN   FRANKLIN   TO   GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia,  March  II,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  have  appointed  three  Commissioners 
to  go  to  Canada,  of  which  number  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
one.  We  purpose  setdng  out  one  day  this  week.  I  take 
the  liberty  of  mentioning  this,  as  possibly  a  litde  previous 
notice  may  enable  you  more  easily  to  make  any  preparation 
you  shall  judge  necessary  to  facilitate  and  expedite  our 
journey,  wliich  I  am  sure  you  will  be  kindly  disposed  to  do 
for  us. 

A  friend  with  us  will  make  our  company  four,  besides 
our  servants.  We  shall  either  go  in  carriages  direcdy  to 
Albany,  or  by  water,  if  die  river  is  open,  from  New-York. 

Hoping  soon  for  die  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  now  only 
add  diat  I  am,  widi  the  sincerest  respect  and  esteem,  sir, 
o^c. 

B.  Franklin. 
To  General  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  The  bearer,  M.  La  Jennesse,  has  been  considered 
by  the  Congress  as  a  friend  to  the  American  cause,  and  he 
is  recommended  to  your  protection  on  his  return  to  Ca- 
nada. B.  F. 


LORD    STIRLING   TO    GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

New- York,  March  11,1776. 
My  DEAR  General  :    General  Lee  left  this   place  on 
Thursday  evening  last  for  Philadelphia,  in  his  way  for  Vir- 

S'nia,  where  he  is  to  command.  This  has  dirown  a  heavy 
id  on  my  shoulders,  and  very  unexpectedly;  but  I  am 
like  soon  to  be  relieved  from  it,  as  I  hear  Brigadier-General 
Thompson  is  to  be  here  in  a  day  or  two. 

The  sudden  departure  of  the  post  prevents  my  saying 
.anyth'ing  at  present  relative  to  the  situation  of  diis  place ; 


ABRAHAM   LIVINGSTON   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  March  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  been  informed  that  Mr.  Curtenim 
has  applied  to  Congress  for  further  proposals  being  made 
by  both  him  and  me,  on  a  supposition  that  I  had  not  attend- 
ed to  die  tenor  of  the  advertisement,  I  diink  it  necessary 
to  acquaint  you  what  motives  induced  me  to  form  that  part 
of  my  offer  which  proposes  that  all  expense  of  transporta- 
tion be  paid  by  the  publick.  I  requested  the  favour  of  Mr. 
Lott  to  ask  die  Congress  some  questions  that  I  diought  ab- 
solutely necessary,  which  I  delivered  to  him  in  wriung.  One 
of  the  questions  was,  "Where  are  the  troops  to  be  stationed  ?" 
The  answer  delivered  to  me,  also  in  writing,  was,  "Wherever 
the  General  pleases."  I  could  not,  therefore,  as  a  pereon 
possessed  of  the  least  degree  of  pmdence,  attempt  to  make 
any  other  proposals  on  that  head  than  I  did,  at  least  w  ithin 
the  bounds  of  moderation. 

I  am  pretty  well  assured  that  Mr.  Curtenius  knew  from 
Congress  that  die  troops  were  to  be  stationed  in  New-  York, 
King's  County,  and  the  Highlands.  I  therefore  cannot  but 
diink  that  the  Congress  will  readily  consider  my  proposals 
the  most  reasonable,  as  the  expense  of  transportadon  to 
those  places  cannot  possibly  exceed  one  half-penny  per 
ration.  I  have  the  answers  to  the  questions  to  Mr.  Lott 
ready  to  produce  to  the  Congress  should  they  dimk  proper 
to  see  them. 

I  thank  the  Congress  for  their  kindness  in  appointing  me 
Commissary  of  Provisions.  When  I  engaged  in  that  busi- 
ness, I  understood  that,  while  I  remained  in  office,  I  was  to 
transact  all  affairs  in  that  department ;  and  as  I  have  lately 
understood  that  some  other  person  has  been  employed  to 
furnish  what  properly  came  widiin  the  line  of  my  duty,  and 
nothing  left  for  me  to  transact  but  such  business  as,  in  all 
probability,  many  would  refuse,  I  find  it  will  answer  no  pur- 
pose to  continue  in  that  office.  I  therefore  apprize  the  Con- 
gress diat  I  do  decline  serving  as  Commissary.  And  lest 
the  publick  service  should  be  impeded  by  my  resignation,  I 
will  serve  provision  as  usual,  to  supply  die  troops,  this  week, 
and  shall  be  ready  to  deliver  the  provision,  &c.,  to  whoever 
die  Congress  shall  please  to  appoint. 

I  have  ordered  my  accounts  to  be  made  out,  and  am 
ready  for  an  immediate  settlement.  I  cannot  conclude  with- 
out declaring  to  Congress  that  die  post  I  now  resign  was 
not  at  all  solicited  by  me,  and  sincerely  wish  the  appomt- 
nient  of  a  person  who  will  give  more  satisfaction. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Abraham  Livingston. 
To  the  New-  York  Congress. 
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GENERAL  GREENE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Prospect-Hill,  March  U,  1776. 

Sir:  Major  Cudworth,  lately  discharged  from  Colonel 
Whetcomb's  Regiment,  has  arrived,  to  join  Colonel  Bond's. 
He  is  agreeable  to  the  Field-Officers,  and  satisfactory  to  the 
Captains  and  subalterns.  The  Major  is  a  good,  prudent 
officer,  and  left  the  fonner  regiment  only  because  there  was 
not  proper  order  and  discipline  maintained  in  it.  I  esteem 
him  worthy  the  appointment ;  and  if  your  Excellency's  sen- 
timents correspond  with  mine,  should  be  glad  he  miirht  re- 
ceive an  appointment  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  Colonel  Bond's 
Regiment. 

I  am,  with  profound  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  1.^  ^ 

i\ATHANIEL   (jREENE. 

To  General  Washington. 


TALBOT  COUNTV  COMMITTEE  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF 

SAFETY. 
In  Committee,  Talbot  County,  March  12,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  It  appearing  to  this  Committee  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  last  Convention  that  non-enrollers 
should,  previous  to  the  1st  of  this  month,  be  informed  of 
the  alternative  given  them ;  and  the  proceedings  of  that 
Convention  not  being  come  to  their  hands  until  the  3d  in- 
stant, (on  which  day  they,  by  advertisement,  gave  publick 
notice  of  the  rule,)  they  conceive  it  would  be  extremely 
rigorous,  and  contrary  to  the  sense,  though  agreeable  to  the 
letter  of  the  resolve  of  Convention,  to  proceed  immediately 
to  levy  fines  on  and  compel  the  delivery  of  tlie  arms  of 
such  non-enrollers.  They  therefore  pray  your  advice  in  the 
premises  with  all  convenient  speed. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants. 
By  order : 

James  Lloyd  Chamberlaine,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


JOHN  McLURE    and  JOHN   E.  HOWARD   TO   MARYLAND    COUN- 
CIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  March  12,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  Being  appointed  by  the  Committee  o{ Bal- 
timore County  to  procure  wagons  to  bring  the  arms  Horn 
Philadelphia  to  your  city,  we  now  send  you  eight  boxes  of 
arms,  and  ten  reams  of  cartridge-paper.  We  have  an  order 
for  a  ton  of  lead,  which  please  to  return  by  them. 

We  are,  most  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obliged  and 

obedient  servants,  ■,         -.^  t 

'  John  McLure, 

John  E.  Howard. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   TALBOT    COUNTY   COM- 
MITTEE. 

[No.  47.]  Annapolis,  March  12,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Alexander  Wickham  was  apprehended  and 
brought  before  us  yesterday,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Samuel  Sharpe  to  Messrs.  Wallace  and  Davidson,  set- 
ting forth  that  the  said  Wickham  was  a  person  inimical  to 
the  liberties  of  this  country,  and  was  suspected  of  being  on 
his  way  to  Lord  Dunmore.  As  the  trial  of  Wickham  before 
our  Board  would,  at  this  time,  interfere  with  business  of 
great  importance  to  the  Province,  and  as  the  witnesses  on 
both  sides  reside  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  we  have  thought 
proper  to  send  him,  under  the  custody  of  Lieutenant  Fra- 
zer,  to  your  Committee,  in  order  that  you  may  try  and  de- 
termine the  truth  of  the  offence  laid  to  his  charge.  You 
will  therefore  proceed  to  make  the  proper  inquiry  into  this 
matter,  and  conduct  yourselves  therein  as  you  shall  judge 
most  conducive  to  the  publick  good. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Talbot  County. 

MARYLAND    COUNCIL  OF    SAFETY  TO  BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE. 
[No.  54.]  Annapolis,  March  12, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  impatiently  expected  information 
from  your  town  of  the  an-ival  of  the  gunpowder  and  arms 
from  Philadelphia ;  and  having  no  regular  intelligence  from 
you,  do  not  know  they  are  safe,  although  we  hear  they  are 


arrived.     We  request,  if  they  are,  you  will  secure  the  pow- 
der in  the  best  manner,  and  immediately  send  down  the 
arms  in  wagons,  with  what  cartouch-boxes,  belts,  and  gun- 
slings  can  bo  spared,  under  a  guard  to  this  city. 
We  are,  &,c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 

MARYLAND    COUNCIL  OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAINS    HENRY    AND 

KENT. 
[No.  55.]  Annapolis,  March  12,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  your  favour  of  the  28th 
February,  communicating  the  agreeable  information  that  our 
letter  of  the  I4th  had  given  much  satisfaction  to  you  and 
your  respective  companies,  and  also  that  you  had  arrived  at 
your  station,  after  a  long  and  fatiguing  march,  in  good  health 
and  spirits ;  and  are  sorry  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  make  pro- 
vision for  those  gentlemen  who,  at  your  request,  attended 
you  in  the  character  of  physicians  ;  however,  we  assure  you 
we  will  represent  the  matter  to  the  next  Convention,  and 
do  not  doubt  they  will  take  it  into  consideration,  and  com- 
pensate them  for  their  trouble,  and  the  services  they  may 
render.  We  will  supply  you,  by  the  first  safe  opportunity, 
with  what  money  we  apprehend  may  be  sufficient  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  your  march  up,  and  furnish  you  with  the 
Continental  Regulations  relative  to  wages  and  rations,  as 
soon  as  we  can  procure  them. 

The  assurances  you  give  us,  that  you  will  endeavour  to 
render  all  the  satisfaction  you  can  to  the  mhabitants  of 
Northampton  County,  are  very  agreeable,  as  we  are  fully 
confident  you  will  act  correspondently  to  your  profession, 
which  will  redound  much  to  the  honour  of  your  Province, 
and  reflect  deserved  encomiums  on  yourselves. 
We  are,  &c. 

To  Captams  Henry  and  Kent. 


Baltimore,  March  12,  1776. 
To  the  Publick  in  general,  and  the  Ladies  in  particular. 

Our  repose,  which  we  have  hitherto  enjoyed  in  a  pre- 
ference to  our  neighbouring  Colonies,  is  at  last  disturbed ; 
and  we  are  now  called  forth  to  our  defence.  The  alacrity 
with  which  our  brave  countrymen  assemble,  and  the  deter- 
mination to  fight  visible  in  every  countenance,  demonstrate 
that,  if  the  enemy  should  be  hardy  enough  to  encounter 
them,  we  have  reason  to  expect  some  wounds.  The  neces- 
sity of  taking  all  imaginable  care  of  tliose  w  ho  may  happen 
to  be  wounded  in  the  country's  cause,  urges  us  to  address 
our  humane  Ladies,  to  lend  us  their  kind  assistance  in  fur- 
nishing us  with  linen  rags  and  old  sheeting,  for  bandages, 
&.C.,  &.C.,  to  be  delivered  to  either  Dr.  Weisenthall,  Dr. 
Boyd,  Dr.  Craddock,  or  any  member  of  the  Committee. 

It  is  recommended  to  all  the  Printers  in  tliis  Province  to 
publish  the  above. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  PHILADELPHIA  TO  A  GEN- 
TLEMAN IN  ENGLAND,  DATED  MARCH  12,  1776. 

No  doubt  you  feel  anxious  for  your  country,  and  will  be 
pleased  to  hear  how  matters  stand  on  this  side  of  the  water. 
I  shall,  therefore,  begin  to  the  northward,  with  Quebeck. 
The  whole  Province,  except  the  city,  submitted  to  the 
Continental  Anns,  under  the  brave  General  Montgomery, 
before  the  1st  of  December ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  severe 
climate,  he  marched  with  his  men  to  join  Colonel  Arnold 
at  Quebeck,  before  which  he  lay  till  near  the  last ;  when 
the  time  of  many  of  his  soldiers  being  expired,  he  resolved 
on  an  attack,  in  which  he  fell,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
papers.  Since  which,  our  people  have  kept  up  the  blockade 
of  the  town  with  about  five  hundred  men.  The  hardship 
those  men  have  gone  through  is  hardly  credible,  and  too 
long  for  this  letter.  When  the  news  of  Montgomery's  fall 
and  defeat  reached  the  other  Colonies,  it  did  not  damp  their 
spirits,  but  raised  them.  The  Congress  voted  more  regi- 
ments, which  were  immediately  raised  ;  and  in  two  months 
from  this  defeat,  two  thousand  new-raised  troops  joined  Ge- 
neral Arnold  before  Quebeck ;  and  by  the  middle  or  latter 
end  of  March,  that  army  will  amount  to  five  or  six  thousand 
men,  when  Quebeck  will  be  again  attempted.  Boston  is  still 
in  the  hands  of  Howe ;  but  we  are  in  hourly  expectation  of 
hearing  of  their  flight,  as  General  Washington  was  to  begin 


187 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MARCH,  1776. 


188 


to  cannonade  it  last  week.  We  have  two  thousand  men 
before  it,  and  plenty  of  stores,  which  have  arrived  liere  this 
winter,  Uie  want  of  which  has  hitherto  prevented  our  doing 
anything.  The  frequent  threats  of  Ministerialists,  and  the 
late  arrival  of  Clinton  at  Neiv-  York,  have  put  that  Province 
in  a  warlike  jxwture.  The  women,  children,  and  most  of 
their  valuable  effects,  are  removed  into  the  country;  the  town 
possessed  and  fortified  by  batteries  and  breastworks,  and  five 
thousand  men  who  are  constantly  at  work ;  so  that  in  a 
short  time  it  will  be  very  strong.  There  are  also  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  men  ready  to  go  to  their  assistance  on  a 
very  short  notice ;  so  that  every  hour  after  the  first  twenty- 
four  of  any  alann  ■will  produce  liundreds  of  well-anned  men. 

Bhoih-Island  is  pestered  by  Wallace  and  his  ships,  who 
hardly  ever  lands  but  he  loses  more  or  less  of  bis  men.  He 
carries  on  the  war  in  a  very  piratical  manner.  Every  now 
and  then  he  lands  to  steal  sheep,  &c.,  at  which  time,  if  he 
can,  he  burns  houses,  and  murders  tlie  helpless,  not  daring 
to  wait ;  and  as  soon  as  he  sees  any  of  our  armed  men 
coming,  he  flies. 

Pennsylvania  is  still  unattacked,  but  preparing  for  the 
worst.  Our  river  is  defended  by  chevaux-de-frise  sunk  in 
tlie  channel,  (on  which  no  less  than  three  vessels  have  been 
sunk  by  carelessness  of  pilots ;)  a  very  large  and  strong 
chain;  a  battery;  a  twenty -gun  ship;  a  large  floating-bat- 
tery, to  carry  twenty  eighteen-pounders  ;  and  thirteen  row- 
galleys,  with  an  eighteen-pounder  in  their  bows,  and  fifty 
men  properly  provided  for  in  each ;  three  battaliorts  of 
Regulars  ;  and  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  Militia. 

Nothing  has  happened  in  Virginia  since  the  entire  de- 
struction of  Norfolk ;  but  they  are  there,  as  well  as  in 
North  and  South- Carolina,  preparing  for  the  most  vigorous 
defence,  and,  by  the  month  of  April,  will  have  thirty  or 
forty  thousand  men  ready  to  take  the  field,  all  which  will 
act  jointly  or  separately,  as  exigencies  may  require. 
Amongst  these  are  a  great  number  of  riflemen.  But  where 
are  your  resources  ?  say  you.  Money  we  have  sufficient. 
By  our  industry  abroad,  we  have  got  safely  landed  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  Continent  (notwithstanding  the  low  arts 
of  the  Ministry,  and  all  their  men-of-war)  upwards  of  one 
hundred  tons  of  powder,  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  salt- 
petre, and  a  large  quantity  of  small-arms,  which  will  supply 
us  for  the  first  part  of  the  campaign.  For  the  other,  we 
expect  to  be  under  no  obligations  to  any  State  on  earth  for 
the  stores,  &c. 

At  New-  York  we  have  a  founder,  who  has  already  cast 
fourteen  or  fifteen  excellent  brass  field-pieces.  We  have  a 
foundry  for  iron  ordnance,  from  twenty-four-pounders  to 
swivels.  As  to  iron  shot,  we  have  plenty,  and,  on  a  pinch, 
could  supply  the  whole  world  ;  and  as  for  small-arms,  we  are 
not  at  the  least  loss,  except  for  the  locks,  in  which  branch 
there  will  soon  be  a  great  number  of  hands  employed.  The 
means  made  use  of  to  introduce  the  manufacture  of  salt- 
petre have  met  with  the  desired  success ;  so  that  the  women 
make  it  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  From  the  various 
accounts,  we  shall,  by  midsummer,  have  thirty  or  forty 
tons,  or  more,  of  our  own  manufacture.  In  one  manufac- 
tory, they  make  fifty  hundred  weight  per  week.  At  New- 
bury, in  New-England,  they  make  at  least  one  hundred 
pounds  per  day ;  in  short,  it  is  now  as  easy  to  make  salt- 
petre as  it  is  to  make  soft-soap.*  As  to  brimstone  and 
lead,  the  bowels  of  our  country  produce  more  than  sufficient 
for  a  war  of  one  thousand  years. 

In  a  short  time  we  shall  have  at  least  thirty  ships-of-war, 
from  thirty-eight  gims  downwards,  besides  (if  the  Ministry 
carry  on  their  piratical  war)  a  great  number  of  privateers. 
When  you  return,  you  will  be  surprised  to  see  what  the 
Mother  of  Invention  has  done  for  us.  I  really  believe,  if 
■  we  are  harassed  for  one  year  more,  we  shall  not  want  any- 
thing fix)m  Europe. 

The  Ministry  have  often  unjustly  accused  us  of  looking 
after  independency ;  but  what  they  pretend  to  "  dread,  their 
measures  will,  in  a  short  time,  bring  forth."  "Common 
Seme,"  which  I  herewith  send  you,  is  read  by  all  ranks ; 
and,  as  many  as  read,  so  many  become  converted ;  tliough, 
periiaps,  the  "  hour  before  were  most  violent  against  the  least 
idea  of  independence."     This  summer's  campaign  will,  I 

•  For  every  old  woman  in  .America  could  make  soft-soap  formerly 
and  as  easily  now  aa  Ihe  .Americans  can  at  prespnt  make  saltpetre,  find 
brimstone,  or,  in  fact,  stand  up  for  the  essential  liberties  of  England  and 
its  once  hallotved  dominions. 


make  no  doubt,  set  "us  free  from  the  shackles  of  education  ;" 
and  the  King  of  Jiritain,  instead  of  being  the  idol  of  Ame- 
ricans, w  ill  be  of  little  more  importance  here  than  to  frighten 
httle  children. 

You  will  see  by  the  papers  that  our  people  have  opened 
their  batteries  on  Boston, "  which  is  destined  to  the  flames." 
I  wish  I  could  convey  to  you  a  small  idea  of  the  ardour 
which  inflames  our  young  men,  who  turn  out  with  more 
alacrity,  on  the  least  alarm,  than  they  would  to  a  ball. 
I  am  yours,  &ic. 


■  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. LETTER  II. 

As  I  propose  to  take  my  subjects  as  they  rise  out  of  the 
times,  I  shall  leave  to  my  next  letter  the  further  defence  of 
our  Assembly,  to  give  room  for  a  matter  of  very  great  im- 
jwrtance,  agreeable  to  what  was  hinted  in  tlie  conclusion  of 
my  first  letter. 

The  account  which  we  have  already  received  of  Com- 
missioners being  appointed  in  England,  and  ready  to  em- 
bark for  America,  in  order  to  negotiate  a  settlement  of  tlie 
present  unhappy  differences,  has  engaged  the  attention,  and 
exercised  the  speculations  of  many  among  us.  The  jwwers 
with  which  they  are  to  be  invested,  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  to  be  received,  how  they  are  to  be  treated  with,  or 
whether  they  are  to  be  treated  with  at  all,  have  been  can- 
vassed agreeably  to  the  different  views  or  judgments  of 
individuals. 

Among  others,  a  writer  under  the  name  of  Cassandra, 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Evening  Post  of  last  Saturday  week, 
has  held  forth  sentiments  which  I  conceive  highly  disgrace- 
ful to  America,  and  pernicious  to  society  in  general.  He 
pretends  to  have  satisfied  himself  (but  upon  what  grounds 
I  know  not)  that  the  sole  view  of  the  Administration  in  this 
commission  is,  to  amuse  and  deceive — to  bribe  and  corrupt 
us.  And  because  he  supposes  all  of  us  so  very  corruptible, 
he  proposes,  by  way  of  prevention,  to  seize  the  Commission- 
ers upon  their  first  setting  foot  on  shore,  and  bring  them 
immediately,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  the  Congress.  I 
have  too  good  an  opinion  of  the  virtue  and  good  sense  of 
my  countrymen,  to  think  they  will  pay  any  other  regard  to 
this  advice  than  to  consider  the  author  as  an  enthusiast  or 
madman. 

The  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  founded  on  tlie 
most  noble  and  virtuous  principles  which  can  animate  the 
mind  of  man.  We  are  contending,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives 
and  fortunes,  against  an  arbitrary  Ministry  for  the  rights  of 
Englishmen.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  ujK)n  us,  and 
every  generous  bosom  in  which  the  pulse  of  liberty  yet  beats, 
sympathises  with  us,  and  is  interested  in  our  success.  Our 
cause,  therefore,  being  the  cause  of  virtue,  it  will  be  expect- 
ed that  all  our  steps  should  be  guided  by  it,  and  that,  where 
the  stock  is  so  fair,  the  fruit  will  be  proportionably  perfect. 
Let  us  not  disappoint  these  sanguine  expectations  by  the 
smallest  deviation  from  those  liberal  and  enlarged  sentiments 
which  should  mark  the  conduct  of  freemen ;  and,  when  the 
faithful  liistorick  page  shall  record  the  events  of  this  glorious 
struggle,  may  not  a  single  line  in  tlie  bright  annals  be 
stained  by  the  recital  of  a  disgraceful  fiction,  nor  future 
Americans  have  cause  to  blush  for  the  failings  of  their 
ancestors. 

I  trust  that  there  is  not  such  another  barbarian  among 
us  as  Cassandra,  I  am  sure  there  are  none  such  among 
our  savage  neighbours.  To  what  is  it  that  he  would  per- 
suade us  ?  To  receive  with  contempt,  and  treat  with  in- 
sult, men  commissioned  to  negotiate  with  us  about  matters 
of  the  highest  concern  to  America,  and  at  least  professing 
peace — persons  clothed  with  the  character  of  Ambassadors, 
which  has  been  uniformly  esteemed  sacred  by  every  nation 
and  in  every  age  ! 

Can  a  precedent  be  produced  in  any  country,  or  at  any 
period,  which  could  be  proposed  for  our  imitation,  or  give 
countenance  to  such  a  proceeding  ?  Let  this  writer  turn 
over  the  volumes  which  establish  the  principles  of  the  Law 
of  Nations.  Let  him  search  tlie  history  of  every  State, 
both  ancient  and  modem,  civilized  and  uncivilized.  He 
will  find  none  so  fierce  and  rude  as  not  to  reverence  the 
rights  of  Ambassadors,  and  consider  any  insult  of  their  per- 
sons as  the  grossest  outrage  that  could  be  committed.  Nay, 
let  him  inquire  among  the  numerous  tribes  of  Indians  that 
surround  our  frontiers  for  some  example   to  countenance 
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him  in  his  proposal.  These  untutored  savages  would  startle 
at  the  question,  and  wonder  that  there  could  be  a  person  so 
ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  publick  messengers,  with  the 
calumet  in  their  hands,  are  entitled  to  audience,  respect,  and 
hosj)itality.  And  shall  Americans,  glorying  in  their  attach- 
ment to  the  rights  of  humanity,  be  the  first  to  violate  obli- 
gations which  have  been  thus  universally  helc}  sacred  ?  No ! 
Let  us  never  give  that  advantage  to  those  who  have  been 
striving  to  excite  the  indignation  of  mankind  against  us  as 
faithless  people,  ferocious,  barbarous,  and  uninfluenced  by 
those  humane  sentiments  and  finer  feelings  which,  in  modem 
times,  have,  in  some  measure,  softened  the  hoiTors  of  war. 
We  know  that  such  a  charge  is  as  malicious  as  it  is  ground- 
less. Instances  enough  might  be  produced  to  refute  it, 
since  this  contest  was  carried  on  by  arms ;  and  I  trust  no 
future  ones  will  be  found  which  might  have  a  tendency  to 
support  it. 

As  we  have  long  professed  an  ardent  desire  for  peace, 
let  us  meet  those  who  bring  the  terms,  with  that  virtuous 
confidence  which  is  inseparable  from  an  upright  conduct. 
Let  us  hear  their  proposals  with  patience,  and  consider  them 
with  candour ;  remembering  how  deeply  the  happiness  of 
millions  may  be  concerned  in  the  issue.  If  what  they  offer 
be  such  as  freemen  ought  to  accept,  my  voice  shall  be  for 
an  immediate  reconciliation,  as  I  know  of  no  object  so 
worthy  of  a  patriot  as  the  healing  our  wounds,  and  the 
restoring  of  peace,  if  it  has  for  its  basis  an  effectual  security 
for  the  liberties  of  America.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  terms 
which  may  be  offered  should  be  such  as  we  cannot  accept, 
we  have  only  to  say  so,  and  the  negotiation  will  be  at 
an  end. 

But  this  writer  is  greatly  concerned  for  our  virtue,  lest 
we  should  be  cajoled,  deceived,  and  corrupted.  I  confess 
these  fears  appear  to  me  so  groundless,  that  I  suspect  their 
reality.  Is  it  possible,  in  good  earnest,  to  entertain  so  ill 
an  opinion  of  those  who  have  staked  their  lives  and  fortunes 
on  this  contest,  as  to  believe  that  they  will  suffer  themselves 
to  be  flattered  out  of  their  liberties,  or  induced  to  sell  their 
birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage  ? 

When  I  consider  that  this  treaty  is  to  be  managed,  on 
the  part  of  America,  by  men  delegated  for  their  integrity 
and  abilities  by  the  voice  of  their  country,  I  feel  myself 
quite  easy  on  that  score.  If  the  scheme  of  the  Ministry  be 
to  try  the  arts  of  corruption  where  their  arms  cannot  prevail, 
there  are  other  and  less  suspicious  ways  of  carrying  it  into 
execution  than  by  Commissioners  in  the  face  of  America, 
where  they  will  have  the  eyes  of  all  fixed  upon  them,  and 
their  conduct  diligently  watched  and  severely  scrutinized. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  that  this  writer  is  more  an 
enemy  to  the  business  on  which  the  Commissioners  are  to 
be  sent,  than  really  apprehensive  for  our  virtue.  He  seems 
to  have  drank  deep  of  the  cup  of  Independence ;  to  be  inimi- 
cal to  whatever  carries  the  appearance  of  peace ;  and  too 
ready  to  sacrifice  the  happiness  of  a  great  Continent  to  his 
favourite  plan.  Among  such  writers,  I  pretend  not  to  class 
myself;  for  I  am  bold  to  declare,  and  hope  yet  to  make  it 
evident  to  every  honest  man,  that  the  true  interest  of  Ams- 
rica  lies  in  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  upon  consti- 
tutional principles ;  and  I  can  truly  say,  I  wish  it  upon  no 
other  terms. 

Why  the  many  publications  in  favour  of  Independency 
(with  which  our  presses  have  lately  groaned)  have  passed 
hitherto  unnoticed,  I  am  not  able  to  determine.  But  there 
are  certainly  times  when  publick  aflairs  become  so  interest- 
ing, that  every  man  becomes  a  debtor  to  the  community  for 
his  opinions,  either  in  speaking  or  writing.  Perhaps  it  was 
thought  best,  where  an  appeal  was  pretended  to  be  made 
to  the  common  sense  of  this  country,  to  leave  the  people  for 
a  while  to  the  free  exercise  of  that  good  understanding  which 
they  are  known  to  possess.  Those  who  made  the  appeal 
have  little  cause  to  triumph  in  its  success.  Of  this  they 
seem  sensible ;  and,  like  true  quacks,  are  constantly  pester- 
ing us  with  their  additional  doses,  till  the  stomachs  of  their 
patients  begin  wholly  to  revolt.  If  little  notice  has  yet  been 
taken  of  the  publications  concerning  Independence,  it  is 
neither  owing  to  the  popularity  of  the  doctrine,  the  unan- 
swerable nature  of  the  arguments,  nor  the  fear  of  opposing 
them,  as  the  vanity  of  the  authors  would  suggest.  I  am 
confident  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania 
yet  abhor  the  doctrine. 


If  we  look  back  to  the  origin  of  the  present  controversy, 
it  will  appear  that  some  among  us  at  least  have  been  con- 
stantly enlarging  their  views,  and  stretching  them  beyond 
their  first  bounds,  till  at  length  they  have  wholly  changed 
their  ground.  From  the  claim  of  Parliament  to  tax  us, 
sprung  the  fii-st  resistance  on  our  part.  Before  that  unjust 
claim  was  set  on  foot,  not  an  individual,  not  one  of  all  the 
profound  legislators  with  which  this  country  abounds,  ever 
held  out  the  idea  of  Independence.  We  considered  our 
connection  with  Great  Britain  as  our  chief  happiness — we 
flourished,  and  grew  rich  and  populous,  to  a  degree  not  to 
be  parallelled  in  histoiy.  Let  us  then  act  the  part  of  skill- 
ful physicians,  and  wisely  adapt  the  remedy  to  the  evil. 

Possibly  some  men  may  have  harboured  the  idea  of  Inde- 
pendence from  the  beginning  of  this  controversy.  Indeed, 
it  was  strongly  suspected  there  were  individuals  whose  views 
tended  that  way;  but  as  the  scheme  was  not  sufficiently 
ripened,  it  was  reckoned  slanderous,  inimical  to  America, 
and  what  not,  to  intimate  the  least  suspicion  of  this  kind. 

Nor  have  many  weeks  yet  elapsed  since  the  first  open 
proposition  for  Independence  was  published  to  the  world. 
By  what  men  of  consequence  this  scheme  is  supported,  or 
whether  by  any,  may  possibly  be  the  subject  of  future  in- 
quiry'. Certainly  it  has  no  countenance  from  the  Congress, 
to  whose  sentiments  we  look  up  with  reverence.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  directly  repugnant  to  every  declaration  of  that 
respectable  body.  It  would  be  needless  to  quote  particular 
passages  in  proof  of  this,  as  they  are  to  be"  met  with  in 
almost  every  page  of  their  proceedings.  I  will  refer  to  a 
few  only,  viz :  their  Resolves,  March  5, 1775  ;  their  Declara- 
tion, July  6  ;  their  Address  to  the  King,  July  8  ;  their  Letter 
to  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London ;  and  more  especially  their 
Declaration  for  a  Fast,  June  12,  in  which,  with  the  deepest 
marks  of  sincerity,  they  call  upon  all  America  to  join  with  them 
m  addressing  the  great  Govemour  of  the  world,  "  humbly 
beseeching  him  to  avert  the  desolating  judgments  with  which 
we  are  threatened ;  to  bless  our  rightful  Sovereign,"  &ic.; 
"  that  America  may  soon  behold  a  gracious  interposition  of 
Heaven  for  the  redress  of  her  many  grievances,  the  restora- 
tion of  her  invaded  rights,  and  reconciliation  whh  the  parent 
State,  on  terms  constitutional  and  honourable  to  both."  Will 
any  one  be  so  hardy  as  to  say,  that  either  the  appointment 
or  observation  of  this  solemn  day  was  a  mere  mockery  of 
Heaven  and  earth,  or  even  that  any  American  joined  in  it, 
who  was  not  sincere  ?  I  trust  not.  But  if  multiplying 
authorities  were  of  any  use,  I  might  add  the  sentiments  of 
our  own  Representatives  in  Assembly,  expressed  in  the  In- 
structions to  their  Delegates ;  the  sentiments  oi Maryland  in 
similar  Instructions  ;  the  Resolves  of  New- Jersey  and  New- 
Hampshire  ;  nor  shall  the  much  injured  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay be  left  out  of  the  catalogue,  whose  Provincial 
Congress,  while  yet  bleeding  with  tlie  wounds  received  at 
Lexington,  thus  addressed  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  : 
"  These  are  marks  of  Ministerial  vengeance  against  this 
Colony,  but  they  have  not  yet  detached  us  from  our  Royal 
Sovereign,"  &tc., "  trusting  that,  in  a  constitutional  connection 
with  the  mother  country,  we  shall  soon  be  a  free  and  happy 
people."  These  were  the  sentiments  of  the  Colony  of  the 
Massachusetts,  signed  by  that  great  martyr  to  liberty,  Doc- 
tor Warren,  and  soon  after  sealed  with  his  blood. 

The  sentiments  of  sundry  other  Colonies  might  be  shown 
to  have  corresponded  widi  these ;  but  this  letter  has  already 
reached  its  full  length.  I  shall  take  some  future  opportu- 
nity to  examine  the  arguments  which  have  been  oflijred  to 
induce  a  change  of  these  sentiments  ;  and,  upon  the  whole, 
I  doubt  not  to  make  it  appear  that  Independence  is  not  the 
cause  in  which  America  is  now  engaged,  and  is  only  tlie 
idol  of  those  who  wish  to  subvert  all  order  among  us,  and 
rise  on  the  ruins  of  their  country.  Cato. 

ALEXANDER    McDONALD,    AND    OTHERS,    TO    JONATHAN    SER- 
GEANT. 
Princeton,  New-Jersey,  March  13, 1776.. 

Sir:  We  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  ourselves  to  you» 
as  a  gentleman  to  whom  we  are  all,,  in  some  measure, 
known.  We  labour  under  some  embaiTassments,  which  we 
wish,  through  you,  to  have  laid  before  the  Congress ;  not 
doubting  but  they  will  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
grant  such  relief  as  may  remove  our  apprehensions ;  which 
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have  been  such  of  late  as  to  make  it  absolutely  necessary, 
b  our  opinion,  to  know  what  we  have  to  depend  upon. 

We  are  all  of  us  from  the  West-India  Islands,  where,  and 
in  Great  Britain,  the  chief  part  of  our  properties  are  vested. 
We  came  here  for  varioqp  reasons ;  but  without  the  least 
idea  of  takin;;,  or  being  forced  to  take,  any  part  in  the  pre- 
sent unhappy  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  these 
Colonies. 

It  has  been  our  constant  wish  and  endeavours  to  avoid 
giving  offence  to  any  persons  whatever ;  nevertheless,  we 
liave  lately  been  summoned  before  the  Township  Commit- 
tee, to  siu;n  the  Association,  or  give  our  reasons  for  decli- 
ning it.  The  latter  we  readily  complied  with,  alleging 
that  we  conceived  the  Congress  could  not  mean  the  Asso- 
ciation to  extend  to  persons  in  our  circumstances ;  the 
greatest  part  of  whose  properties,  lying  in  other  countries, 
could  receive  no  manner  of  protection  from  the  Association  ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  might  be  exjjosed  to  forfeiture,  if  we 
did  sign  it,  or  take  any  part  in  the  matter.  The  Commit- 
tee seemed  satisfied,  but  said  they  had  no  power  to  excuse 
us ;  and  therefore  bound  us  over  to  appear  before  the  Coun- 
ty Committee,  by  whom  we  might,  perhaps,  be  referred 
over  to  the  Provincial  Convention.  We  have  no  doubt  but 
that  either  of  those  bodies  would  admit  the  reasonableness 
of  our  excuse ;  yet  such  attendance  is  not  only  troublesome 
and  vexatious  in  itself,  but  it  impresses  the  minds  of  the 
people  with  unfriendly  ideas  of  our  principles ;  insomuch, 
that  a  servant  of  one  of  us,  being  sent  to  buy  some  necessa- 
ries for  the  family,  was  refused  what  he  wanted,  because, 
said  the  person,  "  your  master  is  a  Tory."  Now,  as  the 
minds  of  the  people  are  getting  daily  more  and  more  infla- 
med, it  is  not  improbable  that  they  may,  in  time,  refuse  to 
supply  us  with  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  or  even  deprive  us 
of  what  we  have,  under  the  notion  of  our  being  enemies  to 
the  liberties  o{  America. 

We  therefore  pray  the  Congress  would  take  our  case  into 
consideration,  and  publish  such  resolves  as  may  express  the 
line  of  conduct  expected  to  be  observed  to,  and  from  us,  and 
all  peaceable  West-Indians  now  residing  on  the  Continent  of 
America.  We  should  have  saved  the  Congress  and  our- 
selves the  trouble  of  this  application,  by  following  the  ex- 
ample of  many  others,  (our  friends  lately  from  the  West- 
Indies^  by  withdrawing  ourselves  from  the  Continent ;  but 
the  connexions  we  have  fornied  in  this  countiy  has  endear- 
ed it  to  us,  and'  made  us  very  unwilling  to  tear  the  tender 
partners  of  our  hearts  from  their  families  and  frieruls,  unless 
forced  to  it  by  dire  necessity — the  denial  of  safety  and  pro- 
tection. 

Should  the  Congress  deem  it  improper  to  comply  with 
our  wishes  in  this  matter,  we  then  request  they  will  allow 
us  a  reasonable  time  to  settle  our  affairs,  hire  a  vessel  to 
carry  us  off,  and  grant  us  a  safe  pass  from  their  ships-of- 
war  and  privateers. 

We  are,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

Alexander  McDonald, 
George  Gillespie, 
J.  W.  Sanders. 
To  Jonathan  Sergeant,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Delegates  in 

Continental  Congress. 


CAPTAIN   MACPHEHSON   TO    CONTINENTAI,    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  13,  1776.] 

Philadelphia,  March  12,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlejien:  The  regard  I  bear  to  the 
liberty  of  my  country  prompts  me  to  wish  for  an  employ- 
ment, under  your  direction,  in  a  department  in  which  I  have 
acquired  some  knowledge  by  experience — I  mean  the  naval 
service. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  command  of  a  fleet  has 
always  been  promised  me  by  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Randolph, 
and  J.  Rutlcage.  Indeed,  without  such  a  conniiand,  I-could 
not  ix)ssibly  act  in  the  way  I  proposed  to  those  gentlemen ; 
which  way  was  approved  of  by  them.  Nor  was  it  disap- 
proved of,  after  the  alteration  I  made,  by  any  but  Colonel 
Gridley,  whom  I  do  not  think  infallible. 

I  think  my  inventions  may  be  of  serxice  to  this  countrj'. 
The  fewer  that  know  them,  the  less  proljability  of  our  ene- 
mies' knowing  them.  But  if  the  honourable  Congress  choose 
tliat  a  greater  number  of  gentlemen  of  their  body  should 


have  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  them,  I  will  discover  the 
whole  to  as  many  as  the  honourable  Congress  is  pleased  to 
appoint ;  provided  the  gentlemen  appointed  come  under  the 
same  obligation  of  secrecy  that  those  gentleman  already  in 
the  secret  have  done. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  gentlemen,  that  a  desire  of  re- 
venging the  death  of  my  dear  boy,  who  fell  by  the  side  of 
the  gallant  General  Montgomery,  has  a  less  share  in  prompt- 
ing me  to  this  application  to  you,  than  a  desire  of  defend- 
ing and  transmitting  the  liberties  of  this  country  unimpaired 
to  posterity. 

If  your  honourable  body  shall  think  fit  to  appoint  me  to 
the  connnand  of  any  part  of  the  American  Navy,  when 
such  an  officer  is  thought  necessary,  my  every  nerve  shall 
be  exerted  to  an  honourable  and  successful  discharge  of  my 
office. 

With  real  esteem,  I  am,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  most 
devoted,  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Macpherson. 

To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress. 


NEW-YORK    CONGRESS    TO    JOHN    HANCOCK. 
[Read  March  15,  1776.] 
In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  we  are  infomied,  from  undoubted  authority,  that 
Captain  Parker,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Phenix,  is  now  fit- 
ting out  a  Bermuda  Brig,  of  eight  or  ten  carriage-guns,  and 
small  schooner  to  carry  four  carriage-guns  and  forty  men,  and 
a  brigantine  of  eight  or  ten  camage-gims,  for  the  purpose  of 
intercepting  vessels  between  the  Capes  of  Delaware  and 
Sandy-Hook  ;  and  as  we  have  already  given  orders  for  the 
immediate  fitting  out  of  an  armed  vessel  for  the  protec- 
tion of  our  trade,  we  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you 
that  such  a  one  from  Philadelphia  will  also  be  necessary, 
to  be  immediately  ready  to  meet  ours  for  this  purpose  ;  and 
that  she  be  of  such  a  draft  of  water  as  that  she  may  run 
into  Bamegat  and  Egg-Harhour.  It  is  also  necessary  to 
be  immediately  informed  by  you  what  your  Marine  Com- 
mittee regulations  are  respecting  the  wages,  &.C.,  of  officers 
and  men,  that  we  may  regulate  ourselves  accordingly. 

We  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant. 

By  order :         Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Continental  Congress. 

SAMUEL  gale  (oF  CUJIBERLAND  COUNTY,  NEW-YORk)  TO 
JOHN  M-KESSON. 

Fairfield,  March  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  Tlie  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  by 
Mr.  Sturgcs,  gave  me  a  good  deal  of  pleasure.  I  imagined 
that  the  paragraph  in  which  you  expressed  your  cheerful 
willingness  to  be  bound  to  Mr.  Burr  for  my  faithfulness  as 
a  prisoner,  would  have  led  him  to  have  given  me  a  condi- 
tional enlargement.  Mr.  Bmr  took  advice  on  it,  but  it  did 
not  produce  the  effect  which  I  expected ;  so  I  still  remain  in 
the  disagreeable  apartment. 

It  gives  me  some  satisfaction  to  find  that  your  Congress 
had  no  hand  in  my  being  taken  or  brought  off;  and  I  cannot 
but  thank  them  for  their  proceedings  on  my  last  letter.  I 
conceive  them  still  more  entitled  to  my  hearty  thanks,  when 
I  reflect  that  they  pix)ceeded  in  my  behalf,  kno\\'ing,  at  the 
same  time,  that  I  was  one  of  those  who  did  not  hold  Con- 
gresses in  very  high  esteem — a  reflection,  I  niust  own,  that 
makes  me  view  them  through  a  more  favourable  medium 
than  heretofore. 

But  while  I  thus  freely  confess  that  I  have  not  held  any 
assemblies  in  high  veneration,  except  such  as  were  called 
by  regular  writ,  I  can,  with  equal  truth,  say,  that  whoever 
construes  the  disliked  expressions  in  my  letter  to  Colonel 
Belloios,  to  relate  to  others  than  those  of  the  County  of 
Cumberland,  gives  it  a  construction  which  was  not  thought 
of  by  me  when  I  wrote  it.  I  am  not  of  opinion  that  you, 
or  many  of  your  body,  hold  their  proceedings  in  a  much 
better  light  than  myself;  nor  can  I  suppose  that  any  one 
can  think  me  blameable  in  forbidding  a  delivery  of  the  re- 
cords to  any  but  myself,  or  deputy. 

The  duty  (mentioned  in  my  letter)  under  which  I  should 
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be  laid  by  such  a  delivery,  was,  as  I  took  it,  or  else,  as  I  mis- 
took it,  enjoiiiL'tl  on  me,  in  the  most  solemn  inanner,  by 
oaths  which  the  law  required  to  be  repeated,  sworn  to,  and 
subscribed.  However,  I  could  not  have  exercised  such 
duty  without,  at  the  same  time,  using  all  the  means  for 
averting  every  calamity  that  could  thereby  he  produced ; 
and  even  then,  the  exercise  of  it  would  (as  1  hinted  in  the 
letter)  give  me  much  pain — far  more,  I  find,  than  my  per- 
secutors labour  under,  though  they  were  not  compelled  there- 
to by  any  duty 


compliments  to  all  my  acquaintance,  and  to  those  of  your 
membere  (whether  known  or  unknown)  who  voted  for  an 
inquiry  into  my  affair. 

And  give  me  leaVe  to  subscribe  myself,  with  the  best 
wishes  of  happiness  40  yourself,  and  all  mankind,  (my  per- 
secutors not  excepted,)  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
^  S.  Gale. 

To  Mr.  McKesson. 


as  I 


detained  here. 


S.  G. 


COLONEL    LENT    TO    NEW-YORK 


CONGRESS. 
Orangetown,  March  12,  1776. 

Sirs  :  Agreeable  to  your  order,  I  have  desired  the  offi- 
cers under  my  command  to  hold  their  respective  companies 
in  readiness,  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  now  enclose  to 
you  a  return  of  the  regiment  under  my  command.  The 
fourth  man  are  in  readiness,  and  are  returned  to  the  Major 
of  Minute-men  out  of  my  regiment. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sirs,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Abraham  Lent. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of 

JSew-  York,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  New-  York. 

'  N.  B.  The  reason  of  your  finding  only  two  companies  of 
Militia  in  the  return,  is  owing  to  one  company  turned  out 
for  Minute-men.  A.  L. 


..J  -..J  „.„_,.  P-  S-  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  fiom  you  shortly, 

For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  recollect  any  order  of  Congress  ^^'^  othcwise  sue  out  a  habeas  corpus  ii-oin  the  Supreme 
forbidding  people's  speaking  or  writing  on  any  side  or  sub-  ^""f  of  this  Colony,  to  know  by  what  legal  audiority  I  am 
ject,  nor  any  penalties  being  ordered  to  be  inflicted  therefor.  *  "    " 

It  is  true  such  may  have  been  made  without  my  knowing  it, 
or  they  may  have  slipped  my  memory.  Should  that  be  the 
case,  I  would  trouble  you  to  inform  me  of  the  particulars  of 
them. 

Had  I  ever  undertaken  on  the  side  of  the  Congress,  and 
had  betrayed  my  ti-ust,  I  should  have  considered  my  present 
fate  as  merited.  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  I  had  been  em- 
ployed in  what  is  by  some  called  "  Tory  Plots,"  my  present 
fate  might  have  been  considered  as  a  means  of  preventing 
their  being  effected.  But  neither  of  these  is  even  pretend- 
ed to  be  the  case.  Thp  letter  for  which  I  am  persecuted, 
was  written  to  a  gendemen  whom  I  knew  to  be  of  oppo- 
site sentiments  to  myself.  Yet  the  openness  and  integrity 
of  my  own  heart  forbade  me  to  suspect  evil  irom  the  hands 
of  one  who  had,  only  a  few  months  before,  expressed  a  re- 
gard for  rty  person. 

Had  there  been  an  order  of  the  Congress  for  my  being  ta- 
ken and  brought  off  by  the  military,  or  had  there  been  a  pre- 
vious declaration  for  a  general  use  of  the  law  martial,  I  should 
then  have  been  somewhat,  though  far  less,  surprised  at  my 
present  situation  than  I  now  am ;  but,  as  neither  of  these 
was  the  case,  I  must  frankly  acknowledge  my  entire  inabi- 
lity to  reconcile  it  with  the  principles  of  liberty,  however 
easy  the  solution  of  such  a  problem  may  be  to  those  who 
have  acquired  a  profundity  in  politicks. 

I  am  pretty  much  of  opinion  tliat  my  imprisonment  must 
be  owing  to  some  whose  zeal  carries  them  beyond  the  line, 
and  prompts  them  to  an  enmity  with  the  persons  of  men. 
Soft  and  generous  treatment  has  often  converted  the  erro- 
neous ;  but  the  history  of  mankind  will  furnish  few,  if  any, 
instances  of  good  effects  being  wrought  by  pereecution  ;  and 
if  I  may  judge  of  myself  by  the  general  nature  of  mankind 
in  all  ages,  a  continued  persecution  may  be  but  too  likely  to 
excite  a  spirit  of  revenge  in  that  breast  in  which  it  hath  not 
hitherto  found  any  harbour. 

It  is  quite  probable,  as  you  observe  in  your  letter,  "  that 
ill-treatment  and  abuse,  unmerited  in  my  office,  might  have 
tended  to  confirm  me  in  my  mode  »f  thinking."  1  look  on 
my  present  fate  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  same  "  ill-treat- 
ment," and  instigated  by  some  of  the  same  persons ;  and  J 
am  far  from  being  the  only  one  who  suspects  that  some  of 
them  have  yet  more  hidden  designs  in  view.  Should  you 
discover  anything  of  that  kind,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you, 
and  every  other  good  man,  would  endeavour  effectually  to 
baffle  it.  But  how  it  could  be  effected  at  this  distance  is 
not  easy  to  see ;  and  before  it  could  be  known  at  Neiv- 
York,  it  might  be  past  remedy  ;  which  is  one  reason  for  my 
wanting  to  be  at  iVcM)-ForA:.  with  as  much  expedition  as 
may  be. 

You  may,  perhaps,  imagine  these  apprehensions  to  be 
entirely  groundless ;  but  give  me  leave  to  assure  you  that 
I  can  fully  convince  you,  (and  will  do  it  on  oath,  if  you  still 
doubt  it,)  from  circumstances  which  are  known  by  few,  if 
any,  in  iVerv-YbrA:,  even  of  those  who  think  with  me  on  the 
matter,  that  there  is  sufficient  reason  for  such  apprehensions. 
However,  whether  I  return  to  New-York  or  not,  may 
the  Almighty's  will  be  done !  I  flatter  myself  that  that 
nobleness  of  heart  which  characterizes  the  freebom  Bri- 
ton, that  spirit  in  which  malice  or  revenge  hath  never  reign- 
ed, added  to  a  conscience  serene  and  clear,  will  enable  me 
to  pass  through  the  various  mazes  and  labyrinths  of  perse- 
cution, torture,  or  death,  with  all  the  patience  and  resigna- 
tion of  a  martyr.  And  should  the  apprehensions  which  I 
have  mentioned  grow  into  realities,  I  shall  say,  with  Ba- 
laam, "  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my 
last  end  be  like  his." 

Permit  me  to  request  that  you  would  remember  my  best 
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GENERAL.  SCHUYLER    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  25,  1776.] 

Albany,  March  12,  1776. 

Sir:  Yesterday,  the  Sub-Committee  of  this  City  and 
County  delivered  me  two  papers,  of  which  the  enclosed 
(Nos.  1  and  2)  are  copiefe.  No.  3  is  a  copy  of  my  letter  to 
Sir  John  Johnson  on  the  occasion.  Should  I  find,  on  fur- 
ther inquiry,  that  the  charges  against  him  are  supported,  I 
propose  despatching  a  messenger  to  the  Six  Natiom,  to 
advise  them  of  his  conduct,  and  of  my  intentions  not  to  suf- 
fer him  to  remain  in  Tryon  County.  I  could  wish  to  have 
the  opinion  of  Congress  before  I  take  this  step  with  Sir 
John,  and  will  defer  it  until  then,  if  it  can  be  done  with 
safety  to  our  cause. 

We  shall  be  able  to  procure  a  sufficiency  of  Indian  goods 
in  Canada,  if  the  traders  are  not  permitted  to  go  from 
thence.  The  more  I  reflect  on  the  consequences  o£  per- 
mitting them  to  go,  the  more  I  am  convinced  they  ought 
not.  The  Indians  that  will  suffer  most  by  flie  restraint, 
w  ill  be  the  more  remote  ones ;  and  we  may  inform  them 
that  they  owe  their  misfortune  (as  they  really  do)  to  Our 
enemies  ;  and  they  may  probably  second  our  operations,  by 
attacking  Detroit,  or  at  least  by  coming  down  to  that  place 
in  such  numbers  as  to  destroy  great  part  of  the  provisions 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  garrison,  and  that  o[ Niagara. 

By  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wade,  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  which  I  received  on  the  11th  instant,  I  find  that  part 
of  the  New-Hampshire  Regiment  was  marched  on  the  24th 
ultimo.  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  Colonel  Wade's 
letter,  I  despatched  an  express  to  Twonderoga,  with  direc- 
tions for  forwarding  provisions  to  Onion-River,  where  I  am 
apprehensive  the  men  will  arrive,  and  suffer,  before  the  pro- 
visions. I  am  sorry  that  I  had  not  more  early  intelligence 
of  their  marching.  ■ 

The  fat  cattle  in  the  western  parts  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  are  all  engaged  for  the  Anny  at  Cambridge ;  so 
that  my  intentions  to  supply  the  Army  in  Canada  by  the 
way  of  Onion-River,  cannot  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  ice  has  not  yet  left  Hudson-River  at  this  place,  but 
is  now  only  passable  with  great  danger.  Carriages  are  so 
very  difficult  to  be  got  (on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  forage 
and  extreme  deepness  of  the  roads)  to  forward  on  the 
troops,  that  I  fear  the  whole  will  not  be  able  to  cross  the 
lakes  on  the  ice. 

I  dare  not  yet  purchase  any  working  cattle  to  send  to 
Ticonderoga,  as  the  little  hay  I  have  been  able  to  procure 
will  not  suffice  to  feed  them  until  they  can  get  grass.     I 
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shall,  therefore,  as  soon  as  the  heaiy  cannon  come  up,  and 
Lake  George  opens,  send  the  working-oxen  from  my  form 
at  Saratoga,  with  forage  to  convey  the  cannon  and  stores 
across  the  Carrjing-place,  and  replace  Uiem  out  of  those 
that  must  be  bought  for  tlie  spring  ^d  summer's  work  at 
Ticonderoga. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  allowance  Congress  has 
made  to  the  officers  who  are  prisoners.  1  have  advanced 
money  to  many  of  llieni,  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  their 
quarters,  as  1  did  not  choose  any  longer  to  discharge  the 
bills  that  were  brought  in,  they  being  so  enormously  high. 
When  I  get  the  directions  of  Congress,  I  shall  ascertain 
what  may  be  due  from  them  to  the  publick,  or  from  the  pub- 
lick  to  them. 

I  find  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  Pay-Table  of  the  Colo- 
ny of  Connecticut,  and  I,  have  differently  construed  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of  January  last.  They 
pay  four  dollare  as  a  bounty  to  a  soldier,  although  he  does 
not  furnish  himself  witli  any  kind  of  anns.  I  have  allowed 
no  bounty  at  all  to  such  of  Colonel  Van  SchaiclxS  Regi- 
ment as  came  without  arms,  and  have  only  advanced  a 
month's  pay  to  enable  them  to  purchase  clothing.  Be  so 
good  as  to  transmit  me  the  opinion  of  Congress  on  this 
matter  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  sincerest  esteem  and  respect,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  tlie  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  &ic.,  &.c. 


DEPOSITION    OF    ASA    CHADWICK. 
[No.  1.]  Congress  Town,  March  6,  1776. 

Tryon  County,  ss  : 

Personally  apjpearfed  before  me,  John  Collins,  Esq.,  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  County,  Asa 
ChaRioick,  of  lawful  age,  sound  in  mind  and  memory,  and, 
bemg  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangels  of  Almighty  God, 
deposeth  and  saith :  That  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  instant, 
he,  the  deponent,  was  at  Johnson-Hall,  at  Johnstotm,  in  com- 
pany with  Sir  John  Johnson,  Baronet,  who  said  he  was  sorry 
that  he,  the  deponent,  had  such  a  bad  neighbour.  The  de- 
ponent asked  who.  The  said  Sir  John  replied.  Esquire 
Collins,  who,  I  am  informed,  is  raising  a  company  in  that 
settlement,  which  will  be  the  worse  for  you  all ;  for  I  have 
sent  to  the  Indians,  and  have  received  for  answer,  that  they, 
the  said  Indians,  will  be  down  within  six  weeks,  and  that 
they  will  fall  on  the  back  settlements,  and  will  scalp  a  great 
many  people,  and  you  will  see  the  blood  running  on  the 
ground.  And  he,  the  said  Sir  John,  said  this  would  come 
to  paSs  within  sbc  weeks,  otheiTvise  he,  the  deponent,  might 
call  him  a  liar.  And  the  said  Sir  John  further  informed 
me  that  he  had  lately  received  lettere  from  a  gentleman  in 
Canada,  who  informed  him  that  the  Indians  are  coming 
down  in  the  spring  from  that  country,  to  cut  us  off.  Fur- 
ther saith  not  the  deponent. 

John  Collins,  Justice. 


EXTRACT    FROM  THE  MINUTES  OF  THE  ALBANY  COMMITTEE. 

[No.  2.]  Albany  Committee-Chamber,  March  11,  1776. 

An  Affidavit  was   laid  before  this  Board,  of  one  Asa 

Chadviick,  taken  before  John  CoUins,  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  of  the  County  of  Tryon,  setting  fortli,  among 
other  things,  the  discourse  Sir  John  Johnson  had  with  the 
deponent,  discovering  thereby  that  he  had  invited  the  In- 
dians to  act  hostilely  against  the  friends  of  this  country  : 
Thereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  as  Sir  John  lives  out  of  this  County, 
and  is  at  prcsent  under  parole  to  General  Schuyler,  the 
said  Affidavit  be  laid  before  the  General,  for  him  to  act  there- 
upon as  he  shall  see  convenient. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Matthew  Vischer,  Secretary. 


against  you  are  not  only  of  an  extremely  criminal  nature, 
but,  if  true,  such  a  conduct  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  your 
written  and  verbal  declarations,  and  a  breach  of  the  honorary 
engagements  you  lay  under,  than  which  nothing  ought  to 
be  more  sacred. 

Unwilling,  however,  to  be  charged  with  an  unbecoming 
precipitation  in  the  measures  that  may  be  necessary  for  me 
to  adopt  on  the  occasion,  I  shall  defer  taking  any  until  I 
can  have  an  opportunity  of  a  more  minute  inquiry  ;  and 
that  it  may  not  labour  under  the  odious  epithet  of  an  ex 
parte  one,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  be  present  \\hen  it  is  made, 
which  will  be  on  Monday,  the  18th  instant,  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  at  the  house  of  the  widow  Vernon,  in  this 
city.  In  an  affair  in  which  your  character  as  a  gentleman 
and  a  man  of  honour  is  so  nearly  concerned,  I  cannot  make 
the  least  doubt  of  your  compliance  with  this  request. 
Should  "you  decline  coming  down,  you  may  easily  judge  of 
the  inference  that  will  be  drawn. 

I  am,  &£c.. 


To  Sir  John  Johnson,  Baronet. 


Philip  Schuyler. 


WINTHROP    SARGENT   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON* 

Gloucester,  March  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  This  is  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that,  last  Sun- 
day, Commodore  Manly,  with  Waters,  Tucker,  and  Ayres, 
took  a  ship  from  London,  James  Watts  commander.  The 
contents  of  her  cargo  you  have  enclosed,  with  two  letters 
for  General  Howe.  They  had  the  misfortune,  it  being  a 
very  dark,  thick  night,  to  run  ashore  upon  the  rocks,  about 
three  miles  from  tlie  harbour  of  Gloucester.  She  is  bilged, 
and  most  of  the  cargo  will  be  lost.  Commodore  Manly 
damaged  his  vessel  very  much ;  lost  his  bowsprit,  but  is  re- 
fitted. I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  save  what  I  can  of  the 
cargo.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  I  shall  do  with  the 
Captain  and  sailors,  as  they  have  no  siiip  to  keep  on  board. 

I  remain  your  Excellency's  very  humble  servant, 

WiNTHROP  Sargent. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


MESHECH   WEARE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

■      Exeter,  March  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  are  favoured  with  your  Excellency's  advices 
by  Mr.  Moylan's  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  and  acknow- 
ledge ourselves  extremely  obliged  by  this  early  intelligence 
of  your  spirited  and  interesting  operations  against  the  Town 
of  Boston,  to  which  we  heartily  wish  the  utmost  success 
you  can  possibly  expect.  We  do  also  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge the  goodness  of  ^our  intentions,  that,  upon  the  firjt 
discovery  and  notice  given,  if  any  of  the  troops  from 
Boston,  on  leaving  the  place,  might  appear  on  the  coast  to 
attempt  a  landing,  you  would  come  or  send  immediately  to 
our  assistance. 

Our  Assembly  have  very  readily  determined  ujwn  the 
most  effectual  measures  in  our  power  for  tlie  defence  of  the 
sea-coast,  and,  in  particular,  Piscataqua  Harbour.  But 
we  must  beg  leave  to  remind  your  Excellency  of  a  mat- 
ter of  the  utmost  consequence  to  us  :  our  magazine  of  pow- 
der being  very  low,  (not  exceeding  twelve  barrels,)  we 
are  under  the  necessity  of  asking  the  return  of  the  supply 
of  powder  made  by  this  Colony  last  summer  for  the  Con- 
tinental service ;  and  that  you  would  please  to  order  us  the 
like  quantity,  or  what  can  possibly  be  spared  for  our  use. 
The  supplies  we  have  sent  for  to  the  West-Indies,  &c., 
and  been  some  time  expecting,  are  not  yet  arrived. 

In  behalf  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  I  am,  very  re- 
spectfully, your  Excellency's  most  humble  servant, 

Meshech  Weare, 

President  of  the  Council,  Colony  of  New-Hampshire. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


[No.  3.]  Albany,  March  12, 1776. 

Sir  :  The  Sub-Committee  of  this  City  and  County  have 
put  into  my  hands  two  papers,  of  which  the  enclosed  are 
copies. 

The  charges  contained  m  the  deposition  of  Chadwick 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    MAYOR,    ETC.,    OF    THE    CITY    OF    CORK, 
IN    IRELAND. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty : 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Mayor, 
Sherifis,  Common  Council,  Merchants,  Traders,  and  princi- 
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pal  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  CorJc,  humbly  approach  your 
Royal  presence,  to  declare  our  abhorrence  of  the  unnatural 
rebellion  now  carrying  on  in  North  America  by  many  of 
your  Majesty's  deluded  subjects. 

We  were  in  hopes  your  Majesty's  paternal  admonitions, 
and  the  restrainini;  laws  made  by  your  Majesty  and  your 
Parliament,  would  have  brought  these  infotuated  people 
to  a  sense  of  their  duty  without  shedding  of  blood ;  but  we 
are  sorry  to  find  that  your  Majesty's  clemency  hath  made 
them  more  daring  in  their  lawless  attempts  ;  and  that,  under 
the  cloak  of  liberty,  they  have  exercised  every  species  of  "^^  ^^^-  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
licentiousness  ;  not  only  making  offensive  war  against  your  — 

Majesty,  but  plundering  the  property  of  your  Majesty's 
■peaceable  subjects,  who  are  resident  amongst  them,  and 
driving  them  from  their  habitations. 

As  your  Majesty,  thus  circumstanced,  is  obliged  to  make 
use  of  the  power  of  your  Empire  to  reduce,  by  force  of 
arms,  this  dangerous  rebellion,  we,  on  our  part,  do  most     '^°  '^^  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland, 

cheerfully  engage,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  stand  by  

and  support  your  Majesty's  person  and  Government,  as  well 
against  these  insurgents,  as  against  all  other  enemies  what- 
soever. 

Given  under  the  common  seal  of  the  said  City  of  Cork, 
the  thirteenth  day  of  March,  1776. 


CAPTAIN   FAUNTLEROY   TO   MABYLAND   COUNCIL  OF   SAFETY. 

March  13,  1776. 

Enclosed  is  a  commission  of  Mr.  John  Hynson.  He 
has  resigned,  as  his  removal  out  of  the  neighbourhood  has 
made  it  inconvenient  to  attend  as  Ensign,  and  the  company 
have  elected  James  Black,  Sen.,  in  his  room,  as  Ensign  of 
the  said  company  of  Militia. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Fauntleroy. 


If  you  do  not  choose  to  gratify  the  company  in  their 
choice,  Richard  Koone,  son  of  WiUiam,  Ensign,  is,  in  the 
Captain's  judgment  and  mine,  a  more  suitable  man  for  the 
place. 

Richard  Mason. 


committee  of  chestertown  (Maryland)  to  council 
of  safety. 

Chestertown,  March  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  appears,  from  the  best  information  that  can  be 
obtained,  that  a  return  of  the  ship-of-war,  with  reinforce- 
ments, may  soon  be  expected,  and  their  business  being 
avowedly  to  get  fresh  provisions,  they  will  probably  make 
the  attempt  on  the  most  defenceless  Shore.  On  the  last 
alarm,  a  very  considerable  spirit  was  manifested  by  every 
company  in  the  County ;  but  spirited  as  they  are,  their 
resistance  must  be  very  ineffectual  without  the  proper 
means. 

Most  of  the  small  number  of  good  arms  in  the  County 
are  supplied  to  the  Minute  Company  now  under  duty  in  Vir- 
ginia ;  and,  on  an  examination  into  the  arms  at  present  in 
the  County,  scarcely  any  company  of  Militia  have  above 
thirty  guns  of  any  kind,  and  most  of  these  ai-e  unfit  for  any 
service.  The  two  companies  of  this  town  cannot  produce 
above  twenty  good  arms.  In  this  truly  defenceless  state  of 
this  County,  and  we  believe  of  this  Shore  in  general,  the 
Committee  for  Kent  County  humbly  submit  it  to  the  con- 
sideration of  your  Board,  whether  it  will  not  be  advisable 
for  you  to  order  the  arms  imported  by  Captain  Tippett  to 
this  place,  for  the  use  of  Captain  Veazey^s  and  the  other 
Independent  Companies  on  this  Shore,  and  to  order  back  our 
Minute  Companies  from  Virginia.  The  Committee  having 
delivered  out,  to  the  orders  of  the  Convention  and  of  your 
Board,  most  of  the  publick  powder  under  their  care,  and  the 
whole  being  but  a  very  small  quantity  for  the  use  of  this 
Shore,  think  a  supply  of  that  article  necessary.  The  Com- 
mittee presume  you  will  hardly  think  it  advisable  to  trust 
the  arms  and  ammunition  on  the  water  after  the  late  alann, 
and  as  they  can  conveniently  have  such  part  as  you  may 


March  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  must  give  up  my  commission,  as  I  have  moved 
out  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  hope  you  will  excuse  me,  as 
nothing  but  the  inconvenience  of  attending  obliges  me  to 
give  up  the  commission.  I  send  up  the  commission  by 
your  boy,  and  hope  this  will  excuse  me  from  attending,  by 
you  and  the  company ;  and  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  them 
all  for  their  good  will,  and  acknowledge  myself  indebted  a 
handsome  treat  to  the  company,  which  shall  be  performed 
the  first  opportunity.  So  conclude  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 


To  Captain  John  Fauntleroy. 


John  Hynson. 


BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE  TO   MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 
In  Committee,  Baltimore,  March  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  Messrs. 
John  Smith,  Benjamin  Nicholson,  Captains  Nicholson, 
Boucher,  and  myself,  have  this  day  examined  the  state' of 
the  batteries  already  made  and  making  at  Whetstone  and 
FeWs  Point,  and  have  reported  the  same  to  the  Committee. 
They  are  induced  to  believe  and  hope  that  there  is  every 
rational  prospect  of  securing  the  town  of  Baltimore,  in  case 
the  Otter  refcinp  with  any  other  frigate  that  can  come  up 
this  river.  And  as  the  Ship  Defence  may  be  so  stationed 
■as  to  support  the  batteries  and  boom  at  Whetstone,  it  will  be 
of  the  greatest  importance,  for  the  preservation  of  both  the 
town  and  ship,  that  she  should  not  be  ordered  out  of  this 
harbour.  The  attention  of  our  workmen  being  entirely  en- 
gaged since  last  week  on  the  batteries  at  FeWs  Point,  the 
boom  is,  of  consequence,  less  forward  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been.  But  to  avoid  every  possible  hazard  of  its  being 
too  late,  it  is  agreed  (with  the  advice  of  Captain  Nichol- 
son) to  sink  all  the  vessels  now  collected  at  Whetstone- 
Point  ;  which  will  serve  the  purpose,  until  the  boom,  now 
executing,  is  completed.  We  have  got  the  vessels  all  valued 
and  ballasted,  and  persons  are  appointed  to  begin  sinking 
them  to-morrow. 

The  battery  at  Whetstone  will  be  ready  to  mount  several 


hink  proper  to  order  here  brought  by  land  without  any    guns  in  a  few  days  ;  even  now  it  can  be  used  on  emergency- 


trouble  to  your  Board,  they  would  only  wish  to  have  an 
order  for  the  delivery  in  Philadelphia.  The  Committee 
beg  leave  further  to  represent  to  you  as  their  opinion  that, 
as  the  Brigadier-General  for  this  district  is  very  distant,  and 
as  no  Field-Officers  are  yet  appointed  for  the  two  battalions 
of  this  County,  in  case  of  an  attack  some  temporary  power 
ought  to  be  vested  to  direct  the  operation  of  the  several 
companies.  They  submit  it  to  your  wisdom  to  -determine 
whether  this  temporary  power  might  not  be  lodged  by  you 
in  their  body,  who,  you  may  depend,  will  exercise  it  for  the 
good  of  the  country  in  general  to  the  utmost  of  their  power 
and  abilities.  Captain  Veazey  has  now  got  all  his  compa- 
ny collected  here,  and  no  provision  has  been  made  for 
them  by  the  Commissary.  The  Committee  think  it  their 
duty  to  mention  this  circumstance,  that  you  may  give  the 
necessary  orders  therein.  In  the  mean  time  the  Committee 
will  co-operate  with  Captain  Veazey,  and  do  everything 
in  their  power  to  supply  the  men  with  provisions. 
Signed  per  order. 

W.  Hall,  Clerk  of  Committee. 


At  FelFs  Point,  the  breastworks,  fit  for  nineteen  or  twenty 
cannon,  will  be  nearly  completed  to-morrow.  General  Bur 
chanan  has  ordered  away  the  Militia  of  Harford  this  day. 
Our  worthy  friends  of  York  County  have  raised  a  select 
company  of  riflemen,  commanded  by  Mr.  Joseph  Donald- 
son, to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  to  our  assistance  on 
any  emergency.  The  Committee  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
your  consideration,  whether,  as  you  have  no  artillery  at  An- 
napolis, it  would  not  be  advisable  to  station  Captain  -FW- 
ford's  company  of  Matrosses  in  this  place ;  that  gentleman's 
knowledge  as  a  gunner  may  be  of  much  service  to  us. 
Either  one  or  two  wagon  loads  of  powder,  sent  us  by  our 
Delegates  on  the  first  alarm,  are  arrived  in  town  this  even- 
ing. We  shall  calculate  on  another  visit  from  the  vessels 
of  war,  and  use  every  means  in  our  power  to  be  prepared 
for  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 

servant,  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland^ 
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MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    HARFORD    COUNTY 
COMMITTEE. 

[No.  56.]  Annapolis,  March  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  received  your  favour  of  the  10th 
instant,  and  send  you  the  four  hundred  pounds.  We  think 
it  proper  that  an  account  of  the  disbursements  should  be 
rendered  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  not  to  the  next  Con- 
vention, as  you  apprehend  ;  and,  therefore,  request  you  will 
furnish  us  with  it  as  soon  as  you  can  make  it  convenient. 

We  are,  &c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Harford  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE 

OF    SAFETY. 
[No.  67.]  Annapolis,  March  1.3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  narrative,  which  will 
fully  infonii  you  of  the  transactions  of  the  Otter  sloop-of- 
war,  and  her  tenders,  which  have  lately  paid  us  a  short  visit.* 
They  are  much  chagrined,  we  believe,  at  their  losing  a  large 
vessel  belonging  to  Mr.  Hudson,  that  was  loaded  with  pro- 
vision, by  order  of  the  Congress,  and  had  been  made  a  prize 
of  but  a  day  or  two  before,  and  at  their  disappointment  in 
accomplishing  their  design  of  taking  the  Ship  Defence,  which, 
by  all  accounts,  they  made  sure  of  effecting,  and  was  their 
grand  object.  Just  before  they  weighed  anchor,  a  flag  came 
on  shore  with  some  prisoners,  who  said  they  had  been  treat- 
ed»with  great  humanity;  and,  in  return,  it  was  thought  pro- 
per to  compliment  the  officer  with  two  quarters  of  beef.  As 
soon  as  they  can  get  a  reinforcement,  which  we  imagine 
they  are  gone  after,  we  expect  to  have  another  and  more 
important  visit,  and  are  making  the  best  preparations  in  our 
power.     We  are,  &tc. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia. 


RICHARD    HENRY   LEE    TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

.  Philadelphia,  March  13,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  in  Virginia!  (from  whence  I  am  but 
just  returned)  when  your  favour  of  the  26th  December  came 
here ;  and  now  I  have  but  a  moment,  before  this  gentleman 
goes  off,  to  thank  you  "for  it,  and  to  cover  a  letter  from  your 

•  AxKAPOLis,  March  14. — The  puhlick  will  cxpecjf  s9me  account  of 
the  alarm  occasioned  by  the  man-of-war  and  her  tenders.  The  following 
is  the  most  perfect  we  can  give  at  present.  On  Tuesday,  the  5th  of 
March,  about  seven  in  the  evening,  we  received  information  that  a 
man-of-war  and  two  tenders  were  coming  up  the  bay,  and  had  taken  a 
JVewEngloHtl  schooner  lying  at  the  mouth  of  Patuarent.  The  wind 
blew  hard  at  S.  W.,  and  the  general  expectation  was  that  they  would 
be  at  this  place  in  a  few  hours.  The  necessary  dispositions  were  made  to 
receive  them  in  case  they  thought  proper  to  land;  and  expresses  were 
despatched  to  Baltimore  Town,  and  other  parts  of  the  Province,  to  com- 
municate the  intelligence.  Between  twelve  and  one  on  Tuesday  night 
the  wind  shifted,  and  came  on  a  violent  gale  at  N.  W.,  and  so  continued 
all  day  on  JVednesday;  during  which  time  we  had  not  any  certain  infor- 
mation where  the  vessels  were.  On  Thursday,  there  was  a  light  breeze 
up  the  bay.  About  two  o'clock  the  vessels  hove  in  sight,  and  at  half  past 
three  came  opposite  this  c-ily,  with  some  prizes,  and  stood  up  the  bay. 
Off  the  mouth  of  this  harbour  they  burnt  a  shallop  loaded  with  oats,  and 
in  the  evening  anchored  near  the  mouth  of  Patapsco.  On  Friday  night 
we  received  intelligence  that  (he  vessels  were  ihe  Otter  sloop-of-war  and 
two  tenders;  and  the  general  opinion  was  confirmed,  that  they  were  going 
to  Baltimore,  to  take  or  destroy  the  Ship  Defence.  On  Saturday  we 
expected  to  hear  of  an  engagement,  and  the  rather,  as  at  Baltimoie  the 
celerity  of  their  movements  exceeded  expectation.  The  Defence  being 
got  ready  on  Friday  night,  was  towed  down  the  river,  manned  with  a 
number  of  brave  fellows,  all  of  whom  were  Jimericans  in  their  hearts,  and 
most  of  them  by  birth :  several  small  vessels  attended,  crowded  wiih  men 
to  assist  in  case  of  an  engagement,  which,  in  all  probability,  would  have 
been  a  bloody  one.  Captain  JVicholson  got  under  way  early  on  Satur- 
day morning,  resolved  to  teUikeHudsoji's  ship,  (a  large  vessel  the  Otter 
had  made  prize  of,  loaded  with  wheat  and  flour,)  and  to  engage  the  Otter, 
if  she  moved  to  assist  the  tenders  which  guarded  the  prize.  The  morning 
was  thick  and  hazy,  and  the  Defence  got  nearer  to  them  than  was  ex- 
pected before  they  discovered  her,  bearing  down  upon  them.  Those  on 
board  the  tenders  appeared  much  alarmed,  and  pushed  off  with  precipi- 
tation ;  and,  on  a  signal  given,  more  hands  were  sent  by  ihcOtler  to  assist 
in  rowing  them  off;  which  was  effected  with  difficulty.  Three  or  four 
small  prize  vessels  were  abandoned,  besides  Hudson's  ship.  The  Defence 
having  manned  the  prize,  and  seeing  the  Otter  get  under  way,  clued  up 
her  courses  and  prepared  for  battle,  expecting  her  to  come  up  ;  but  the 
Otter  having  lain  about  two  hours,  as  if  wanting  Captain  JVicholsori  to 
comedown,  at  length  bore  away,  and,  in  the  afternoon,  came  to  anchor 
off  this  port.  Captain  JVicholson  continued  his  station  some  time;  and, 
having  performed  this  gallant  action,  returned  with  the  prizes  to  Balti- 
more. On  .Sumiay  morning  the  Otter  sloop  and  her  lenders  made  sail, 
and  went  down  the  liay,  having  restored  several  prisoners  taken  in  a  vessel 
in  the  mouth  of  PrKa/jsco.  The  Regulars,  Militia,  and  the  people  in 
general,  behaved  with  the  greatest  spirit  and  alacrity. 


brother,  wjth  the  proceedings  and  ordinances  of  our  last 
Convention. 

General  Clinton  had  left  Virginia  before  I  did,  and  was 
gone  to  one  (but  which  we  do  not  know)  of  the  Carolinas. 
General  Lee  is  now  here,  on  his  way  to  the  southward, 
where  he  is  to  take  the  direction  of  our  and  the  Carolina 
Troops.  I  shall  write  you  fully  in  a  post  or  two.  In  the 
mean  tiine,  beg  my  compliments  to  your  lady,  and  3Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Custis. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  affectionate  friend, 

Richard  Henry  Lee.* 
To  General  Washington. 


WILLIAM    HOOPER   TO    SAMUEL    JOHNSTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  13,  1776. 

My  dear  Friend  :  I  had  a  sight  of  your  last  to  Mr. 
Hewes.     I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  are  in  the  land  of  the . 
living.     Life  was  never  more  called  transitory  than  in  the 
present  uncertain  state  of  things.     He  makes  a  very  wild 
wager  who  bets  upon  existence  for  six  months  to  come. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  my  family  are  well ;  w  ould  to 
God  I  was  with  them.  The  commotions  in  Canada  are 
alarming.  I  wish  the  accounts  we  have  of  the  success  of 
the  friends  of  Government  against  them,  may  be  true.  I 
hope  you  will  not  be  lulled  by  their  proinises  into  a  delusive 
security.  The  little  regard  they  have  had  to  their  past 
promises,  is  a  bad  earnest  for  their  future  punctuality. 

We  are  kept  in  most  surprising  ignorance  of  the  present 
state  of  North- Carolina.  When  ^ve  leave  the  Province, 
our  friends  seem  to  consign  us  to  oblivion  ;  and  give  us  the 
important  trust  of  defending  their  liberties,  without  affording 
us  such  intelligence  of  their  situation  as  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  put  it  in  our  power  to  do  it  effectually.  We  anxious- 
ly wait  the  return  of  Cheer,  the  express. 

Twenty  Commissioners  have  sailed  from  England,  to  treat 
with  Assemblies,  Counties,  Townships,  in  America — in  the 
last  instance,  with  the  Continental  Congress,  when  they  have 
tried  every  other  expedient  unsuccessfully.  Amherst  and 
Lord  Hoive  are  of  the  number.  The  King  would  not,  for 
a  long  time,  consent  to  treat  with  the  Congress,  but  was  at 
last  prevailed  upon.  They  are  to  contend  for  niucii,  and  be 
content  with  little.  Theacreedh  Divide  etimpera.  Heaven 
grant  that  America  may  have  virtue  to  resist  their  lures.  -I 
most  earnestly  wish  peace  and  reconciliation  upon  terms 
honourable  to  America.  Heaven  forbid  that  I  should  sub- 
mit to  any  other. 

The  enclosed  will  give  you  the  state  of  the  Army  in  and 
out  of  Boston.  Howe  is  leaving  it  with  his  troops,  and  we 
suppose  is  bound  to  New-Yorlc.  Pray  make  my  best  re- 
spects to  your  lady  and  family,  and  all  my  good  friends  near 

you.     I  am  yours  affectionately,         xtt  tt 

■'  •'  •"         W  iLLiAM  Hooper. 

To  Samuel  Johnston,  Esq.,  Edenton,  North- Carolina. 

N.  B.  What  I  say  of  the  Commissioners,  I  have  only  on 
report ;  take  it  for  so  much. 

JOSEPH    TRUMBULL    TO    WILLIAM    HOOPER. 

Cambridge,  March  6,  1776.   , 

Dear  Sir:  I  mentioned  to  General  Washington  the  let- 
ter mentioned  in  the  memorandum  you  left  widi  me.  He  bids' 
me  say,  he  sent  it  into  Boston  the  next  day  after  it  came  to 
his  hand,  and  has  never  heard  anything  from  it  since. 

You  know  an  attack  was  intended  by  us  on  Boston,  when 
you  were  here.  Last  Saturday  night  our  people  began  a 
cannonade  and  bombardment  on  the  town,  from  Cobble- Hill, 
Leekmcre's  Point,  and  Lamb's  Dam.  Sunday  niglit  it  was 
continued  by  us,  and  wannly  resented  by  the  enemy.  They 
sent  us  shot  and  shells,  five  to  one.  The  first  niglit  we  burst 
one  thirteen-inch  and  two  ten-inch  iron  mortars ;  and  on 
Sunday  night,  with  the  third  charge,  the  brass  diirteen-inch 
likewise  burst. 

We  have  been  extremely  unlucky  in  this  way.  On  Mon- 
day night  our  people  went  upon  Dorchester  N^eclc,  on  the 
second  large  height  back  of  I\oo¥s  Point.  They  had  a 
strong  party,  more  than  three  hundred  teams,  to  carry  on 
all  necessaries  for  their  works.  They  marched  on  by  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening ;  and  when  the  inarch  began,  a  sig- 
nal was  made,  and  the  cannonade  and  bombardment  were 
renewed  with  redoubled  vigor.     This  proved  a  diversion  to 
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the  enemy  from  Dorchester  Hills ;  and  we  imagine  they 
never  discovered  our  party  there  till  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  by  which  time  they  were  well  covered.  We  ex- 
pected an  attack  yesterday,  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  were  pre- 
pared for  it — our  floating-batteries,  boats,  k-c,  all  ready 
to  carry  four  thousand  men  into  the  town,  if  they  had  made 
a  vigorous  sally  against  our  Dorchester  party;  but  we  were 
disappointed. 

Last  night  we  had  a  most  violent  gale  of  wind  at  south, 
by  which  the  enemy's  ships  have  suffered  much,  (the  par- 
ticulars not  known,)  and  this  day  the  weather  is  fresh.  It 
has  not  been  in  their  power  to  attack  us.  By  to-morrow, 
we  shall  be  so  well  prepared  for  them  at  Dorchester,  that 
they  may  come  if  they  please.  If  they  do  not,  we  shall 
soon  move  forward  upon  Nook's  Point ;  and  then,  if  we  can 
get  powder,  we  shall  endeavour  to  warm  their  den. 

We  have  not  had  a  deserter  or  prisoner,  nor  an  inhabi- 
tant escaped  from  town,  to  give  us  any  information  from 
thence.  I  dare  say  we  have  done  great  mischief  among 
them.  I  was  on  Lechmere's  Point  on  Saturday  night.  The 
thirteen-inch  mortar  was  directed  at  the  Province-House, 
and  the  shells  went  very  near  it,  I  believe. . 

We  have  had  two  men  killed :  one  on  Lechmere's  Point, 
by  the  bursting  of  a  shell ;  the  other  at  Roxhury,  by  a  can- 
non-ball. No  more  killed.  Colonel  Mason,  of  the  Train, 
slightly  wounded  by  the  bursting  of  a  mortar  ;  and  a  few 
others ;  none  badly. 

The  Militia,  and  ownere  of  teams  in  this  neighbourhood, 
have  behaved  admirably  on  this  occasion.  A  fine  spirit 
prevails  in  general.  I  wish  I  could  say  the  like  spirit,  and 
activity,  and  ability,  were  universal. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  hear  of  the  danger  of  Mr.  Lynch. 
I  revere  his  character,  and  most  sincerely  wish  his  recovery. 

Colonel  Dyer  writes  me  that  he  saw  you,  and  that  you 
were  go«e  on  rejoicing.  I  hope  ere  this  you  are  safe  in 
Philadelphia,  which  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  ascertained  of 
from  yourself. 

I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  hum- 

^^^  ^*^''^^"^'  Joseph  Trumbull. 

To  the  Hon.  WiUiam  Hooper,  Esq.,  in  Continental  Con- 
gress, Philadelphia. 

P.  S.  Colonel  Mijjlin  is  pretty  well  recovered,  and  sends 
his  compliments,  in  which  Mrs.  Mijflin  likewise  joins  him. 


•  Philadelphia,  March  13,  1776. 

Americans !  Remember  the  Stamp  Act,  by  which  im- 
mense sums  were  to  be  yearly  extorted  from  you. 

Remember  the  Declaratory  Act,  by  which  a  power  was 
assume^  of  binding  you,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  without 
your  consent. 

Remember  the  broken  promise  of  the  Ministry,*  never 
again  to  attempt  a  tax  on  America. 

Remember  the  Duty  Act. 

Remember  the  massacre  of  Boston,  by  British  soldiers. 

Remember  the  ruin  of  that  Aice  flourishing  city,  by  their 
means. 

Remember  the  massacre  at  Lexington. 

Remember  the  burning  of  Charhstown. 

Remember  General  Gage's  infemous  breach  of  faith  with 
the  people  of  Boston. 

Remember  the  cannonading,  bombarding,  and  burning  of 
Falmouth: 

Remember  the  shrieks  and  cries  of  the  women  and  chil- 
dren. 

Remember  the  cannonading  of  Stonington  and  Bristol. 

Remember  the  burning  of  Jamestown,  Rhode-Island. 

Remember  the  frequent  insults  of  Newport, 

Remember  the  broken  Charters. 

Remember  the  cannonade  of  Hampton. 

Remember  the  Act  for  screening  and  encouraging  your 
murderers. 

Remember  the  cannonade  of  New-  York. 

Remember  the  altering  your  established  Jury  Laws. 

Remember  the  hiring  foreign  Troops  against  you. 

Remember  the  rejecting  of  Lord  Chatham's,  Mr,  Hart- 
ley's, and  Mr.  Burke's  plans  of  conciliation. 

Remember  the  rejecting  all  your  numerous  humble  Pe- 
titions. 

•  In  Lord  IKlUboraugh't  Circular  Letter. 


Remember  the  contempt  with  which  they  spoke  of  you 
in  both  Houses. 

Remember  the  cowardly  endeavour  to  prevent  foreign 
nations  supplying  you  with  arms  and  ammunition,  when  they 
themselves  knew  they  intended  coming  to  cut  your  throats. 

Remember  their  hiring  Savages  to  murder  your  farmers, 
with  their  families. 

Remember  the  bribbg  Negro  slaves  to  assassinate  their 
masters. 

Remember  the  burning  of  Norfolk.  * 

Remember  their  obliging  you  to  pay  treble  duties,  when 
you  came  to  trade  with  the  countries  you  had  helped  them 
to  conquer,  f 

Remember  their  depriving  you  of  all  trade  in  the  fisheries 
you  had,  equally  witli  them,  spent  your  blood  and  treasure 
to  acquire. 

Remember  their  old  restrictions  on  your  woollen  manu- 
factures ;  your  hat-making ;  your  iron  and  steel  forges  and 
furnaces. 

Remember  their  arbitrary  Admiralty  Courts. 

Remember  the  inhuman  treatment  of  the  brave  Colonel 
AUen,  and  the  irons  he  was  sent  in  to  England. 

Remember  the  long,  habitual,  base  venality  of  British 
Parliaments. 

Remember  the  corrupt,  putrefied  state  of  that  nation,  and 
the  virtuous,  sound,  healthy  state  of  your  own  young  con- 
stitution. 

Remember  the  tyranny  of  Mezentius,  who  bound  living 
men  face  to  face  with  dead  ones,  and  the  effect  of  it.f 

Remember  the  obduracy  and  unforgiving  spirit  of  the 
tyrant,  evident  in  the  treatment  of  his  own  brothers. 

Remember  that  an  honourable  death  is  preferable  to  an 
ignominious  life ;  and  never  forget  what  you  owe  to  your- 
selves, your  famiUes,  and  your  posterity. 


LORD    STERLING    TO    THE    COMMITTEES    OF    ESSEX,    ETC., 
NEW-JERSEY. 

New-York,  March  13,  1776. 

By  intelligence  received  firom  General  Washington,  the 
King's  Army  at  Boston  is  actually  embarked,  and  there  is 
the  highest  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  destined  for  this 
place.  I  must,  therefore,  request  that  the  County  oi  Essex 
will  immediately  assemble  their  Militia,  and  pick  out  three 
or  four  hundred  of  their  best  men,  and  send  them  here  to 
assist  in  fortifying  and  defending  this  place. 

Be  pleased  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  the  Committee  of 
Morris  County. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant,  Stirling. 

(To  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  of  the  Counties  of  Essex, 

Middlesex,  Morris,  Somerset,  Sussex,  and  Hunterdon.) 


LORD    STIRLING    TO   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  March  15,  1776.] 
New-York,  March  13,  1776.— Two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  express,  which  will  deliver  this  to  you, 
a  few  minutes  ago  brought  me  despatches  from  General 
Washington,  containing  the  very  important  intelligence 
which  will  be  communicated  to  you.  I  have  laid  these  let- 
ters before  the  Congress  of  this  Province,  and  have  request- 
ed them  to  appoint  a  Committee  instantly  to  confer  with  me 
on  the  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  defence  of  this 
city  and  Long-Island.  I  propose  to  employ  all  the  inha- 
bitants, and  every  person  in  town,  immediately,  in  assisting 
at  the  works ;  to  call  in  three  or  four  hundred  men  from 
each  of  the  Counties  of  this  Province  and  New-Jersey ;  to 
order  the  Third  Battalion  of  Neiv- Jersey  Troops,  and  six 
companies  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania,  to  stop 
here  till  further  orders,  which  will  not  much  retard  their 
march  to  Canada,  as  they  can  go  from  hence  to  Albany 
by  water.  I  shall  do  everything  else  that  I  can  think  of 
for  the  safety  of  this  place. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant,  Stirling. 

To  the  President  of  Congress. 

•  This,  and  all  the  before-ftientioned,  were  open,  defenceless  t9wn^ 
which,  by  the  laws  of  war,  should  always  be  spared. 

f  An  Act  of  Parliament,  14  George  3d,  laying  a  duty  of  three  pence 
per  gallon  on  all  spirits  imported  into  Canada  from  Britain;  and  nine 
pence  it  from  any  of  the  J\rorth  American  Colonies. 

4  The  corruption  of  the  one  poisoned  the  other. 
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Return  of  all  the  Troops  at  New-York,  under  the  com- 
inaml  of  Brigadier-Generalthe  Earl  of  Stiklihg,  March 
13,  1776. 
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LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  ALLEN  TO   PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  15,  1776.] 

New- York,  March  13,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that,  on  my  arrival 
here,  I  waited  on  Ijord  Stirling,  to  request  his  assistance  in 
procuring  sloops  to  convey  the  troops  from  Dobbs's  Ferry  to 
Albany.  This  business  being  effected,  I  was  this  day  pre- 
paring to  set  off  for  Albany,  when  I  received  the  following 

orders  from  Lord  Stirling: 

"  New-York,  March  13,  1776. 

"Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  direct  all  the  compa- 
nies of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Pemuyhania  Troops, 
of  which  you  are  Lieutenant-Colonel,  which  are  not  yet 
embarked  for  Albany,  to  proceed  immediately  to  thb  city, 
where  quarters  shall  be  provided  for  them.  You  are  to  re- 
main at  this  place  till  further  orders. 

"  Stirling,  Brigadier-General. 

"  To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Allen,  of  the  Second  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania." 

Agreeably  to  the  above,  I  have  despatched  a  messenger, 
with  orders  to  the  different  companies,  as  they  arrive  at 
Hackensaclc,  immediately  to  march  to  this  place,  where  I 
shall  anxiously  expect  to  be  honoured  with  your  orders. 

This  unexpected  delay,  at  so  critical  a  season  of  the  year, 
has  given  me  much  uneasiness ;  but  my  business  is  to  obey 
orders,  and  not  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant,  -ty      a 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

N.  B.  Your  despatches  for  General  Schuyler  are  to  be 
forwarded  to-morrow  morning  by  Lord  Stirling. 

peter   T.    CURTENIUS    to    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  March  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  we  have  made 
a  second  calculation,  and  will  engage  to  funiMi  all  the  troops 
that  shall  be  quartered  in  this  city,  King's  County,  and  Fort 
Constitution,  for  one  year,  from  the  1st  day  of  April  next, 
at  eleven  pence  per  ration  per  day,  provided  the  Congress  will 
fiimish  us,  at  their  expense,  with  sufficient  stores  at  each 
place,  and  advance  us  a  sufficient  sum  to  lay  m  a  stock  of 
provisions.  The  ration  to  consist  of  the  following  kinds  and 
quantities  of  provisions,  viz :  One  pound  of  beef,  or  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  pork,  or  one  pound  of  salt  fish,  per  day 
per  man  ;  one  pound  of  flour  or  bread,  per  day;  three  pints 
of  pease  or  beans  per  week,  or  vegetables  equivalent ;  one 
pint  of  milk  per  day,  or  at  the  rate  of  one-seventy-second 
part  of  a  dollar,  or  an  equivalent  in  beef,  pork,  or  butter ; 
one  quart  of  spruce  beer  or  cider,  per  man  per  day,  'or  nine 
gallons  of  molasses  per  one  hundred  men  per  week ;  half  a 
pint  of  rice,  or  one  pint  of  Indian  meal,  per  man  per  week ; 
three  pounds  of  candles,  to  one  hundred  men  per  week ; 
twenty-four  pounds  of  soft,  or  eight  pounds  of  hard  soap, 
for  one  hundred  men  per  we»k. 

As  to  wood  and  straw,  it  is  impossible  to  reduce  them  into 
rations  ;  therefore,  will  engage  to  furnish  them  the  year  round, 
at  twenty  shillings  per  cord,  and  straw  at  three  pence  per 
bunch,  exclusive  of  the  carting,  provided  it  is  at  your  risk, 
after  we  have  delivered  it  to  the  Barrackmaster,  whose  re- 
ceipt shall  be  our  voucher.  This  will  be  a  proper  check  on 
us,  that  we  do  not  charge  too  much  ;  and,  also,  a  check  on 
him,  that  he  does  not  give  credit  for  too  little.  If  all  the 
wood  was  to  be  delivered  at  the  barracks,  and  there  issued 
out,  we  could  make  a  calculation  ;  but,  after  it  is  there,  it 
must  be  carted  to  the  different  houses  in  the  town,  where 
the  soldiers  are  quartered,  in  loads,  three-quarters,  and  half 
loads ;  therefore,  it  would  be  best  that  the  Barrackmaster 
pay  the  cartage,  and  render  you  an  account  of  it. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

CURTENIUS  &t  EtTING. 

GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  22,  1776.] 

Cambridge,  March  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  my  letter  of  the  7th  and  9th  instant,  which  I 
had  the  honour  of  addressing  you,  I  mentioned  the  intelli- 
gence I  had  received  respecting  the  embarkation  of  the 
troops  fiom  Boston,  and  fully  expected  before  this  that  the 
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town  would  have  been  entirely  evacuated.  Although  I  have 
been  deceived,  and  was  rather  premature  in  the  opinion  I 
had  then  formed,  I  have  little  reason  to  doubt  but  the  event 
will  take  place  in  a  very  short  time,  as  other  accounts  which 
have  come  to  hand  since,  the  sailing  of  a  great  number  of 
transports  from  the  harbour  to  Nantasket-Road,  and  many 
circumstances  corresponding  therewith,  seem  to  confirm  and 
render  it  unquestionable.  Whether  the  town  will  be  de- 
stroyed, is  a  matter  of  much  uncertainty;  but  it  would  seem, 
from  the  destruction  they  are  making  of  sundry  pieces  of 
furniture,  of  many  of  their  wagons,  carts,  &.C.,  which  they 
cannot  take  with  them,  as  it  is  said,  that  it  will  not ;  for  if 
they  intended  it,  the  whole  might  be  involved  in  one  general 
ruin.  Holding  it  of  the  last  importance  in  the  present  con- 
test that  we  should  secure  New-York,  and  prevent  the 
enemy  from  possessing  it,  and  conjecturing  they  have  views 
of  that  sort,  and  their  embarkation  to  be  for  that  purpose,  I 
judged  it  necessary,  under  the  situation  of  things  here,  to 
call  a  Council  of  General  Officers,  to  consult  of  such  mea- 
sures as  might  be  expedient  to  be  taken  at  this  interesting 
conjuncture  of  affairs :  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  you. 

Agreeable  to  the  opinion  of  the  council,  I  shall  detach 
the  Rifle  Regiment  to-morrow,  under  the  command  of  Bri- 
gadier-General Sullivan,  with  orders  to  repair  to  New-York 
with  all  possibleexpedition,and  which  will  be  succeeded  the 
day  after  by  the  other  five  in  one  Brigade ;  they  being  all  that 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  send  from  hence  till  the  enemy 
shall  have  quitted  the  town.  Immediately  upon  their  de- 
parture, I  shall  send  forward  Major-General  Putnam,  and 
follow  myself  with  the  remainder  of  the  Army,  as  soon  as  I 
have  it  in  my  power,  leaving  here  such  a  number  of  men 
as  circumstances  may  seem  to  require.  As  the  badness  of 
the  foads  at  this  season  will  greatly  retard  the  march  of  our 
men,  I  have,  by  advice  of  the  General  Officers,  written  to  Go- 
vemour  TrumluU  by  this  express  to  use  his  utmost  exertions 
for  throwing  a  reinforcement  of  two  thousand  men  into  New- 
York,  from  the  western  parts  of  Connecticut ;  and  to  the 
commanding  officer  there,  to  apply  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
vention or  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- Jersey,  for  a  thou- 
sand more,  for  the  same  purpose,  to  oppose  the  enemy,  and 
prevent  their  getting  possession,  in  case  they  arrive  before 
the  troops  from  hence  can  get  there,  of  which  there  is  a 
probability,  unless  they  are  impeded  by  contrary  winds. 
This  measure,  though  it  may  be  attended  with  considerable 
expense,  I  flatter  myself  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
Congress. 

Past  experience,  and  the  lines  in  Boston  and  on  Boston 
Neck,  point  out  the  propriety,  and  suggest  the  necessity,  of 
keeping  our  enemies  from  gaining  possession,  and  making  a 
lodgment.  Should  their  destination  be  liirther  southward, 
or  for  Halifax,  (as  reported  in  Boston,)  for  the  purpose  of 
going  into  Canada,  the  march  of  our  troops  to  New-  York 
will  place  them  nearer  the  scene  of  action,  and  more  con- 
venient for  affording  succors. 

We  have  not  taken  post  on  Nuke-HiU  and  fortified  it,  as 
mentioned  that  we  should  in  my  last.  On  hearing  that  the 
enemy  were  about  to  retreat  and  leave  the  town,  it  was 
thought  imprudent  and  unadvisable  to  force  them  with  too 
much  precipitation,  that  we  might  gain  a  little  time,  and  pre- 
pare for  a  march.  To-morrow  evening  we  shall  take  posses- 
sion, unless  they  are  gone. 

As  New-  York  is  of  such  importance,  prudence  and  policy 
require  that  every  precaution  that  can  be  devised  should 
be  adopted  to  frustrate  the  designs  which  the  enemy  have 
of  possessing  it.  To  this  end,  I  have  ordered  vessels  to  be 
provided,  and  held  ready  at  Norwich,  for  the  embarkation 
and  transportation  of  our  troops  thither.  This  I  have 
done  with  a  view  not  only  of  greatly  expediting  their  arri- 
val, (as  it  will  save  several  days  marching,)  but,  also,  that 
they  may  be  fresh,  and  fit  for  intrenching  and  throwing  up 
works  of  defence,  as  soon  as  they  get  there,  if  they  do 
not  meet  the  enemy  to  contend  with  ;  for  neither  of  which 
would  they  be  in  a  proper  condition,  after  a  long  and  fatigu- 
mc  march  in  bad  roads.  If  Wallace,  with  his  ships,  should 
be  apprized  of  the  measure,  and  attempt  to  prevent  it  by 
stopping  up  the  harbour  of  New-London,  they  can  but  pur- 
sue their  march  by  land. 

You  will  please  to  observe  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
General  Officers,  if  the  enemy  abandon  the  town,  that  it 
will  be  unnecessary  to  employ  or  keep  any  part  of  this  Army 


for  its  defence,  and  that  I  have  mentioned,  on  that  event's 
happening,  I  shall  immediately  repair  to  New-  York,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  Army  not  now  detached,  leaving  only 
such  a  number  of  men  here  as  circumstances  may  seem  to 
require.  What  1  partly  allude  to  is,  that  (as  it  will  take  a 
considerable  time  for  the  removal  of  such  a  body  of  men, 
and  the  divisions  must  precede  each  other  in  sucli  order  as 
to  allow  intermediate  time  sufficient  for  them  to  be  covered 
and  provided  for,  and  many  things  done  j)revious  to  the 
march  of  the  whole,  for  securing  and  forwarding  sucli  neces- 
saries as  cannot  be  immediately  carried,  and  others  which 
it  may  be  proper  to  keep  here,)  directions  might  be  re- 
ceived from  Congress  respecting  the  same,  and  as  many 
men  ordered  to  remain  for  that  and  other  purposes  as  they 
may  judge  proper.  I  could  wish  to  have  tlieir  commands 
upon  the  subject,  and  in  time,  as  I  may  be  under  some  de- 
gree of  embarrassment  as  to  their  views. 

Congress  having  been  pleased  to  appoint  Colonel  Thomp* 
son  a  Brigadier-General,  there  is  a  vacancy  for  a  Colonel 
in  the  regiment  he  commanded,  to  which  I  would  beg  leave 
to  recommend  the  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Hand.  I  shall  also 
take  the  liberty  of  recommending  Captain  Hugh  Stevenson, 
of  the  Virginia  Riflemen,  to  succeed  Colonel  Hand,  to  be 
appointed  in  his  place  as  Lieutenant-Colonel,  (there  being 
no  Major  to  the  regiment  since  the  promotion  of  Major  Ma- 
gaw  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  one  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Battalions,  and  who  is  gone  from  bene.)  He  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  fittest  person  in  this  Army  for  it,  as  well  as  the 
oldest  Captain  in  the  service,  having  distinguished  himself 
at  the  head  of  a  Rifle  Company  all  die  laSt  war,  and  highly 
merited  the  approbation  of  his  superior  officers. 

Colonel  Mifflin  informed  me  to  day  sf  his  having  received 
tent  clothes  from  Mr.  Barrell,  oi Philadelphia,  to  the  amount 
of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  pounds,  Pennsylvania  cur- 
rency, and  applied  for  a  warrant  for  payment  of  it ;  but  as 
our  fund  is  low,  and  many  necessary  demands  against  it, 
which  must  be  satisfied,  and  our  calls  for  money  are,  and 
will  be  exceedingly  great,  I  could  not  grant  it,  thinking  it 
might  be  convenient  for  payment  to  be  made  in  Philadel- 
phia, by  your  order,  on  the  Treasury  there. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect,  sir,  your 
most  humble  servant. 

To  the  President  of  Congress. 


George  Washington. 


At  a  Council  of  General  Officers,  held  at  General  Ward's 
Quarters,  Roxbury,  March  13,  1776,  Present: 

His  Excellency  General  Washington;  Major-Generals 
Ward  and  Putnam ;  Brigadier-Generals  Thomas,  Sullivan, 
Heath,  Greene,  Spencer,  and  Gates. 

His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  informed  the 
Council  that,  from  the  appearance  of  "the  Ministerial  Fleet 
and  Army,  the  intelligence  he  had  received  from  sundry 
persons  who  had  escaped  from  Boston,  and  from  frequent 
observations,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  troops  were 
about  to  evacuate  the  town ;  and  that,  in  all  probability,  tliey 
were  destined  for  New-  York,  and  would  attempt  to  possess 
themselves  of  that  city;  by  which  means  they  would  com- 
mand the  navigation  of  Hudson's  River,  open  a  communi- 
cation with  Canada,  and  cut  off  all  intercourse  between  the 
Southern  and  Northern  Colonies. 

His  Excellency  then  demanded  the  opinion  of  Council, 
whether,  under  the  present  circumstances,  (i.  e.  before  the 
town  was  wholly  evacuated,)  it  would  be  advisable  to 
march  any  part  of  the  Continental  Army  now  before  Bos- 
ton, to  New-York. 

The  Council  were  of  opinion  tliat  it  will  be  proper  tliat 
five  Regiments,  with  tlie  Rifle  Battalion,  should  be  detached 
immediately  to  New-York.  The  Rifle  Battalion  to  march 
to-morrow,  and  the  others  to  follow  as  speedily  as  possible. 
That  his  Excellency  be  advised  to  write  to  the  Govemour 
of  Connecticut,  to  desire  he  would  immediately  -send  two 
thousand  of  the  Mihtia  of  his  Government  to  New-York ; 
and  that  one  thousand  be  requested  from  the  Convention  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Netc- Jersey,  in  order  to  reinforce 
the  troops  already  stationed  there,  until  the  detachment  from 
this  Army  shall  arrive. 

His  Excellency  likewise  demanded  the  opinion  of  Coun- 
cil whether,  if  the  Ministerial  Troops  should  totally  aban- 
don the  town  of  Boston,  it  would  be  necessary  to  continue 
any  part  of  the  Continental  Army  for  its  defence. 
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Resolved,  That  if  the  Ministerial  Troops  should  totally 
abandon  tiie  town  of  Boston,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  em- 
ploy any  part  of  this  Anny  for  the  defence  and  security  of 
tlie  same,  as  the  Militia  of  the  Province  will  be  adequate 
tliereto. 

The  opinion  of  Council  was  also  demanded  by  his  Ex- 
cellency, whether,  if  the  Ministerial  Troops  should  continue 
in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  it  would  be  advisable  to  fortify 
Nuke-Hill,  in  Dorchester. 

Resolved.  That  if  the  Ministerial  Troops  should  continue 
in  this  harbour  to-morrow,  it  would  be  advisable  to  fortify 
Nuke-Hill  the  next  night,  at  all  events. 


GENERAL   ORDERS. 

HeaJ-Quartere,  Cambridge,  March  9, 1776. 
(Parole,  Morrtt.)  (Counieraign,  AUfn.) 

The  General  earnestly  expects  every  officer  and  soldier 
of  this  Army  will  show  the  utmost  alertness,  as  well  upon 
duty,  as  off  duty ;  as,  by  that  means,  not  only  the  utmost 
power,  but  the  utmost  artifice  of  the  enemy  will  be  defeated. 
The  Regiments  which  have  not  drawn  their  clothing  from 
the  Quartennaster-General,  are  commanded  to  do  it  imme- 
diately. 

The  Regiment  and  Companies  of  Riflemen  are  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  an  hour's  warning.  The 
whole  Anny  to  prepare  to  be  ready  to  marcli  when  com- 
manded. 

•      'Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  Marcli  10,  1776. 
(Parole,  Tilgkman.y  (Coun  erfigil,  Mercer) 

There  was  a  mistake  in  the  Orders  of  the  6tli  instant  : 
General  Heath  being  ordered  for  the  command  therein  men- 
tioned, instead  of  General  Greene,  who  is  appointed  for  that 
command. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  11,  1776. 
(Paro?e,  Niagara  )  (Counterfign,  Thompson.} 

That  there  may  not  be  the  least  pretext  for  delay,  (as  the 
General  is  determined  to  march  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
this  Army,  the  instant  occasion  shall  require,)  his  Excel- 
lency desires  tliat  not  a  moment's  time  may  be  lost  in  prepa- 
ring for  the  march.  The  Colonels  will  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  clothing  of  their  men.  To  prevent  any  unne- 
cessary preparations,  the  General  informs  the  officers  and 
soldier,  that  it  is  his  desire  and  expectation  that  they  en- 
cnimber  themselves  with  as  little  baggage  as  possible,  as, 
apart  from  the  enormous  expense  to  the  Continent,  teams 
cannot  be  procured  for  superfluous  articles ;  it  will  be  well 
if  sufficient  can  be  found  to  answer  all  requisite  services. 
The  nature  of  the  service  we  are  engaged  in  is  such  as  re- 
quires Light  Troops,  ready  at  all  times,  and  upon  all  occa- 
sions, for  forced  marches ;  the  less  baggage,  therefore, 
officers  and  men  are  encumbered  with,  the  better. 

The  recruiting  service  is  to  be  continued  ;  but  the  recruits, 
and  all  the  men  upon  furlough,  are  to  job  their  respective 
Regiments  immediately. 

The  General  being  desirous  of  selecting  a  particular 
number  of  men  as  a  Guard  for  himself  and  baggage,  the 
Colonel,  or  commanding  officer,  of  each  of  the  established 
Regiments,  (the  Artillery  and  Riflemen  excepted,)  will  fur- 
nish him  with  four,  that  the  number  wanted  may  be  chosen 
out  of  them.  His  Excellency  depends  upon  the  ColcJnels 
for  good  men — such  as  they  can  recommend  for  their  so- 
briety, honesty,  and  good  behaviour.  He  wishes  them  to 
be  fiiom  five  feet  eight  inches  high  to  five  feet  ten  inches, 
handsomely  and  well  made ;  and  as  there  is  nothing  in  his 
eyes  more  desirable  than  cleanliness  in  a  soldier,  he  desires 
that  particular  attention  may  be  made  in  the  choice  of  such 
men  as  are  neat  and  spruce.  They  are  all  to  be  at  Head- 
Quarters  to-morrow,  precisely  at  twelve,  at  noon,  when  the 
number  wanted  will  be  fixed  upon.  The  General  neither 
wants  men  with  uniforms  or  arms  ;  nor  does  he  desire  any 
man  to  be  sent  to  him  that  is  not  perfectly  williijg  and  de- 
sirous of  being  of  this  Guard.   They  should  be  drilled  men. 

The  General  desires  that  those  Colonels  who  have  not 
furnished  the  arrangement  of  their  officers,  will  do  it  forth- 
with, under  the  inspection  of  the  Brigadiers,  who  are  to  cer- 
tify the  same.  He  also  requires  the  Brigadiers  to  see  that  the 
returns  are  made,  that  tlie  commissions  may  issue. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  12,  1776. 
(P.trote,  Niagara.)  (Counteraign,  Thompson.) 

An  abstract  of  the  pay  of  the  commissioned. officers  of 
each  of  the  established  Regiments,  for  January,  to  be  de- 
livered, as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  Adjutant-General,  signed 
by  the  Colonel,  or  officer  commanding  each  Regiment. 

The  Director-General  and  Surgeons  of  the  Hospital  to 
proceed  in  the  examination  of  the  Rcigimental  Surgeons  and 
Mates  ;  who  are  reijuu-ed  to  attend  for  that  purpose  at  such 
time  and  place  as  may  be  appointed,  of  which  they  will  re- 
ceive timely  notice.  When  the  examuiation  is  finished, 
report  is  to  be  made  of  the  same,  that  commissions  may  be 
made  out  for  those  who  are  approved  of  as  duly  qualified. 

The  Colonels,  in  making  out  the  pay  abstracts  for  their 
officers  for  January,  are  to  be  careful  to  see  that  each  officer 
is  charged  only  from  the  day  of  his  being  appointed. 

The  General  Court-Martial,  of  which  Colonel  Phinney 
was  President,  is  dissolved. 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  13, 1776. 
(Parole,  Fairftix.)  (CoLi[itcrRign,.irenf.) 

A  General  Court-Martial  to  sit  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten 
o'clock.  All  evidences  and  persons  concerned,  to  attend* 
the  Court. 

The  Rifle  Regiment,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hand,  and  the  three  Rifle  Companies  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Stephenson,  are  to  be  ready  to  march 
to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock.  A  copy  of  their  route, 
with  their  orders,  will  be  delivered  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hand  and  Captain  Stephenson  this  afternoon. 

As  the  Ministerial  Troops  in  Boston,  both  from  informa- 
tion and  appearance,  are  prepiu-ing  to  evacuate  that  town, 
the  General  expressly  orders  that  neither  officer  or  soldier 
presume  to  go  into  jBos^om,  without  leave  from  the  General- 
in-Chief  at  Cambridge,  or  the  Commanding-General  at  Rooc- 
bury.  As  the  enemy,  with  a  malicious  assiduity,  have 
spread  the  infection  of  the  small-pox  through  all  parts  of  the 
town,  nothing  but  the  utmost  caution  on  our  part  can  pre- 
vent that  fatal  disease  from  spreading  through  the  Anny  and 
country,  to  the  infinite  detriment  of  both.  His  Excellency 
expressly  commands  every  officer  to  pay  the  exactest  obe- 
dience to  this  order. 

If,  upon  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  any  person  whatsoever 
is  detected  in  pillaging,  he  may  be  assured  the  severest  pu- 
nishment will  be  his  lot.  The  unhappy  inhabitants  of  that 
distressed  town  have  already  suffered  too  heavily  from  the 
iron  hand  of  oppression  !  Their  countrymen,  surely,  will 
not  be  base  enough  to  add  to  their  misfortunes. 

After  Orders.  His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
ordere  that  the  Rifle  Battalion,  with  Stark's,  Webb's,  Patter- 
son's, Greatqn's,  and  Bond's  Regiments,  be  immediately 
relieved  fix)m  duty,  and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  on  Friday  morning  next,  except  the  Rifle  Battalion, 
which  marches  to-morrow. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY    TO    COLONEL 
BEDEL. 

March  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  received  your  letter,  dated  at  Orford,  die  8th 
instant ;  and,  as  the  Court  was  sitting,  took  the  contents 
under  consideration ;  and  are  very  sorry  the  inlisting  and 
marching  of  the  men  are  so  much  slower  than  we  were 
made  to  expect.  As  to  the  expenses  of  the  Indians,  we 
are  told  General  Washington  undertook,  and  settled  with 
you,  about  that  matter.  Any  particular  Colonies  making  any 
considerable  present  to  them,  we  think  needless,  as  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  have  appointed  Commissioners  to  transact 
those  aftaire ;  and  what  is  given  by  them,  we  must  pay  our 
proportion  of.  As  your  Regiment  this  year  is  raised  for  the 
Continentid  service,  and  immediately  under  their  direction, 
we  cannot  think  it  necessary  to  carry  anything  with  you  for 
stores  more  than  will  last  you  to  Canada,  as  we  are  well 
assured  by  the  Continental  Congress  every  requisite  will 
be  sent  there  to  supply  the  Army ;  and  are  infonned  they 
are  all  gone  forward  some  time.  The  wages  are  to  be  paid 
off  there  monthly,  which  we  trust  will  supply  the  officers 
and  soldiers'  necessities.  We  expect  you  will  march  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  take  care  of  the  men  gone  forward ;  and 
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we  wish  you    all    the    prosperity   and  success   the  noble 
cause  you  are  engaged  in  can  merit. 
We  are,  &c. 

To  Colonel  Bedel. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COPPER  COIN. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  New-Hampshire,  5 

March  13,  1776.      3 

Voted,  That  a  Committee  be  chosen,  to  join  a  Committee 
from  the  honourable  Board,  to  confer  upon  the  expediency 
of  making  Copper  Coin,  and  make  a  report  to  this  House. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Pierce  Long,  Jonathan  Lovell, 
Esquire,  and  Deacon  Nathan  BaMen,  be  the  Committee 
for  the  above-mentioned  purpose. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

P.  White,  Speaker. 

In  Council,  eodem  die. — Read,  and  Mr.  Clagctt  and  Mr- 
Giles  added  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

E.  TnosrpsoN,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  humbly  report  that  they  find  it  expedient 
to  make  Copper  Coin  for  the  benefit  of  small  change.  And 
as  the  Continental  and  other  bills  are  so  large,  that  Wil- 
liam Moulton  be  empowered  to  make  so  many  as  may 
amount  to  one  hundred  pounds  weight,  subject,  when 
made,  to  the  inspection  and  direction  of  the  General  As- 
sembly before  circulation ;  also,  we  recommend  that  one 
hundred  and  eight  of  said  Coppers  be  equal  to  one  Spanish 
milled  Dollar ;  that  the  said  Copper  Coin  be  of  pure  cop- 
per, and  equal  in  weight  to  English  half-pence,  and  bear 
such  device  thereon  as  the  General  Assembly  may  ap- 

"       '  Wyseman  Clagett,  Chairman. 


BOrAI.    HIGHLAND    EMIGRANTS. 

Edinburgh,  March  14,  1776. 

An  ofFicej  of  the  regiment  of  Royal  Highland  Emigrants, 
who  is  just  come  from  Boston,  to  cairy  over  arms  and 
clothing  for  that  regiment,  informs  us  that,  before  he  left 
Boston,  in  the  beginning  of  February,  the  number  of  men 
raised  for  that  regiment  exceeded  eight  hundred ;  besides 
which,  there  were  recruiting  officers  in  certain  parts  o{  Ame- 
rica, inlisting  men ;  so  that  there  is  little  doubt  of  the  regi- 
ment being  now  complete.  Thus  has  this  regiment  been 
raised  under  every  disadvantage,  in  an  enemy's  country, 
the  seat  of  war,  and  attended  with  great  trouble,  risk,  and 
expense  to  Colonel  Maclean  and  the  other  officers. 

The  following,  we  hear,  are  the  gentlemen  (mostly  from 
half-pay)  who  are  to  conimand  the  twenty  companies  of 
which  the  regiment  consists:  Lieutenant-Colonel,  ^Z/a« 
Maclean ;  Majors,  John  Smith,  Donald  Macdonald ;  Cap- 
tains, Williavi  Dunbar,  Alexander  Macdonald,  John  Nairn, 
Norman  Macleod,  Colin  Campbell,  Allan  Macdonald,  Alex- 
ander Campbell,  Duncan  Campbell,  Murdoch  Maclean, 
Alexander  Fraser,  Malcolm  Fraser, Maclean,  Ro- 
nald Maclcinnon,  Donald  Macleod, Grant,  Allan 

Macdonald,  Donald  Macdonald. 


JOSEPH    SIM    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Prince  George's  County,  Alarch  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  find  I  was  mistaken  in  my  information  to 
you  respecting  the  Nottingham  Company;  indeed,  the  cir- 
cumstances had  escaped  my  memory.  The  choice  of  offi- 
cers that  had  been  made  was  well  known  to  be  disagree- 
able to  the  company  in  general,  and  many  had  declared  if 
those  gentlemen  were  promoted  they  would  not  continue 
in  the  company.  It  was  therefore  thought  best  to  give  the 
people  a  new  election ;  which  was  the  sole  reason  why  there 
was  no  appointment  in  Convention.  On  the  second  meet- 
ing of  the  company  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  their  offi- 
cers, the  gentlemen  I  mentioned  to  you,  and  which  I  was 
desired  to  do  by  them,  were  named ;  however,  since  receiv- 
ing your  letter  enclosing  Captain  Bowie's  commission, 
they  have  had,  and  lately,  a  full  meeting  of  the  company; 
and,  in  order  to  reconcile  and  satisfy  all  parties,  they  have 
agreed,  and  that  with  the  consent  of  Messrs.  Dorsett  and 
Hoye,  (and  of  which  I  am  particularly  requested  to  infoi-m 
yoti,)  tliat  Mr.  Robert  Bowie  be  appointed  First  Lieutenant, 
Mr.  William  N.  Dorsett  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Tho- 


mas Hoye  Ensign.  This,  I  am  well  assured,  will  give  ge- 
neral content.  But  if  Mr.  Bowie  should  not  be  appointed 
First  Lieutenant  to  this  company,  I  am  satisfied  they  will 
be  in  the  utmost  confusion  ;  and  as  it  is  entirely  agreeable  to 
Messrs.  Dorsett  and  Hoye,  who  desire  notiiing  more  than 
their  first  appointments,  I  shall  hope  to  receive  their  re- 
spective commissions  by  the  return  of  this  post. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  regard,  your  most  obedient 


servant. 


Joseph  Sim. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  o{  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   DANIEL  BOWLEY. 

[No.  58.]  Annapolis,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir:  We  have  given  the  bearer  hereof  (Mr.  William 
Houston)  an  order  on  Captain  Tibbett  for  two  thousarid 
pounds  powder  and  all  the  small-arms,  with  the  accoutre- 
ments thereto  belonging,  that  have  been  imported  for  this 
Province,  in  the  Brig  Wild  Duck,  which  we  desire  you  will 
have  complied  with  ;  and  any  assistance  Mr.  Houston  may 
want  you  will  please  to  give  him.  In  a  few  days  you  will 
have  our  full  directions  respecting  the  other  goods  imported 
for  the  Province  in  the  said  brig.  In  the  mean  time  we 
would  have  you  purchase,  for  account  of  the  Province,  all 
the  private  adventures  of  powder  imported  in  the  said  ves- 
sel, at  such  price  as  our  Delegates  in  Congress  may  advise, 
whom  we  desire  you  will  consult  thereon;  and  send  the 
same  to  Baltimore  Town,  in  the  safest  and  most  expedi- 
tious manner  you  can. 
We  are,  Stc. 

To  Mr-  Daniel  Bowley,  Philadelphia. 


TIBEBJUS    TO    CATO. 

Philadelphia,  March  14,  1776. 

Cato,  if  the  designs  which  you,  in  your  first  letter,  have 
laid  to  the  charge  of  Committees  are  conceived  or  adopted 
by  them,  they  are  indeed  very  dangerous  bodies  of  men, 
and  you  have  done  nobly  in  exposing  them.  But,  sir,  you 
ought  to  go  farther,  and  support  the  charge  by  facts,  other- 
wise the  accusation  will  not  gain  much  credit  upon  the 
word  of  an  anonymous  author.  What  are  tlie  facts  upon 
which  the  following  charges  stand  ?  viz : 

That  a  few  have  been  aiming  to  destroy  our  Charter 
Constitution,  and  seize  the  Executive,  as  well  as  Legislative 
authority  of  the  Province.  In  what  instance,  and  by  whom, 
has  an  attempt  been  made  to  intimidate  our  legal  Repre- 
sentatives, or  their  patriotick  exertions  been  misrepresented, 
and  treated  scurrilously  ?  Upon  what  ground  do  you  rest 
your  charge  against  Committees  of  design  to  step  into  the 
seats  of  the  Assembly?  And  wherefore  have  you  inti- 
mated that  baits  of  power  have  been  thrown  out  by  the 
people  of  this  or  some  other  Province,  to  lead  individuals 
out  of  the  line  of  their  duty? 

For  these  things  you  are  answerable  to  the  publick ;  and 
if  you  have  ground  for  the  charge,  speak  out,  and  speak 
boldly — do  not  be  affi-ighted ;  the  danger  of  speaking  truth 
is  not  so  great  as  you  seem  to  fear.  Use  yourself  to  it,  and 
you  will  soon  be  convinced,  by  experience,  that  there  is 
little  risk  in  it — the  danger  lies  wholly  in  the  uttering  of 
falsehoods. 

As  to  the  account  you  give  of  the  election  of  tlie  Com- 
mittee, it  is  evident  you  are  mistaken ;  for  wickedness 
itself,  with  a  single  grain  of  common  sense  mixed  with  it, 
would  not  have  misstated  the  fact  where  it  is  well  known, 
as  you  have  done.  It  could  have  answered  no  purpose. 
And,  as  you  may  have  occasion  to  mention  these  things 
again,  give  me  leave,  sir,  to  remind  you  that,  on  the  18th 
of  June,  1774,  a  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  publick 
voice  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  gene- 
ral state  of  publick  affairs,  and  sat,  with  the  Committees  of 
the  Counties,  in  General  Convention  ;  where  the  whole  state 
of  our  publick  aifaire,  (so  far  as  related  to  the  present  contro- 
versy,) was  considered  and  detennined  upon.  The  Conven- 
tion recommended  the  continuation  of  Committees  through- 
out the  Province  ;  and  authorized  the  Committee  of  Phila- 
delphia to  call  another  Convention  when  they  should  judge- 
it  necessary.  In  consequence  of  this  recommendation,  an 
election  was  advertised  by  the  Committee  first  chosen,  to. 
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be  held  on  the  12th  of  November.  Hereuixin,  a  question 
arose  on  the  mode  of  election — whether  it  should  be  by 
publick  voice,  poll,  or  ballot.  And  it  was  determined  at  a 
publick  meeting,  called  for  that  purpose,  that  it  should  be 
by  ballot.  Two  tickets  were,  by  the  tlien  two  parties, 
made  out,  printed,  and  handed  to  the  publick  for  their  ex- 
amination and  amendment.  At  the  day  of  election  five 
hundred  and  seventeen  voters,  besides  the  voters  from  the 
District  of  Soutfncark,  gave  in  tlieir  votes ;  and,  upon  count- 
ing them  off,  there  appeared  to  be  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine  for  one  ticket,  with  very  few  exce])tions  to  any  one 
name ;  and  eighteen  only  for  the  other  ticket — a  majority 
so  clear  and  so  evident,  that  there  could  not  be  a  doubt  how 
the  election  would  go ;  which  rendered  it  unnecessary  for 
the  voters  to  turn  out  so  generally  as  they  otherwise  would 
have  done.  As  the  conduct  of  the  Committee  then  chosen 
htd  the  approbation  of  all  tiie  friends  to  the  present  opposi- 
tion to  die  wicked  measures  of  Great  Britain,  at  the  two 
following  elections  few  alterations  were  made,  and  the  per- 
sons proposed  were  so  generally  approved,  it  would  have 
been  unnet:essary  to  have  voted  at  ail,  but  for  the  formality 
aiid  name  of  the  thing.  You  are  also  greatly  mistaken  in 
the  number  of  voters  for  the  present  Committee,  and  I 
would  set  you  right  herein,  if  it  were  at  all  material  in  the 
case.  But  if  you  know  anything  of  our  elections,  you 
must  know  tliat  the  circumstance  of  having  but  a  few  voters 
is  common  in  our  elections,  even  for  Assemblymen  and 
Burgesses,  where  there  is  little  or  no  change  proposed,  or 
where  the  new  candidate  has  the  voice  of  the  people  gene- 
rally in  his  favour.  You  are  undoubtedly  right  in  your  ob- 
servation, that  attempts  of  unjustly  acquiring  po\ver  should 
be  equally  restrained  in  die  lowest  as  in  the  highest ;  and  the 
observation  points  out  the  necessity  there  is  for  the  ihiddle 
class  of  men  constantly  to  watch  both  these  orders,  and 
rigorously  to  exert  themselves  in  the  defence  of  liberty;  for 
upon  their  conduct  will  for  ever  depend  the  liberty  of  man- 
kind. 

But  if  your  other  charges  and  insinuations  are  as  unjust 
and  groundless  as  the  insinuations  respecting  the  Commit- 
tee, whatever  declarations  of  regard  to  order,  Government, 
Charter  rights,  and  liberty,  which  you  may  make ;  and 
whether  your  complexion  be  black,  brown,  or  fair,  your 
conduct  and  sentiments  will  resemble  a  modem  (more  than 
an  ancient)  Cato,  who  will  consent  to  live  a  slave  rather 
than  to  die  free.  rr> 

1 IBERIUS. 


PLAIN    HINTS. 

New- York,  March  14,  1776. 

Nothing  can  be  more  surprising  than  the  great  chain  of 
events  which  have  taken  place  in  the  American  Colonies 
within  the  small  compass  of  a  few  years.  Possibly  no 
instances  occur  in  the  history  of  mankind  in  which  the  uni- 
versal opinion  has  been  more  frequently  opposed.  It  is  no 
wonder,  then,  that  we  now  find  ourselves  at  a  loss  where 
to  fix.  That  the  King  can  do  no  wrong  ;  that  the  interests 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  were  the  same — ^recipro- 
cal and  inseparable ;  that  she  could  not  injure  us  w  ithout 
injuring  herself,  and  therefore  we  were  safe ;  that  she  was 
a  tender  parent,  in  whom  we  might  confide  implicitly;  that 
she  was  the  grand  support  of  freedom  and  the  Protestant 
religion  ;  that  the  King  was  imposed  upon  by  his  Ministers  ; 
tliat  a  change  in  Administration  would  rectify  evils  com- 
plained of;  that  the  abilities  and  weight  of  our  friends  in 
Parliament  would  prevent  extremities ;  that  our  friends 
throughout  the  nation  would  return  a  better  Parliament 
than  the  last ;  that  the  act  declaring  tlieir  right  to  tax  us  in 
all  cases  whatever  would  not  be  carried  into  execution,  but 
remain  a  harmless  letter ;  that  the  several  repeals  and  seem- 
ing alterations  in  their  plan  of  conduct  proved  a  relinquish- 
ment of  any  evil  intentions  ;  that  the  pow  er  of  Britain  was 
such  as  we  could  not  oppose  tlirough  one  single  campaign  ; 
that  our  Provincial  Troops  could  not  face  the  regularity 
and  discipline  of  British  forces  ;  riiat  we  have  no  resources 
to  carry  on  a  war ;  that  jealousies  and  opposition  of  interests 
would  ever  prevent  a  junction  of  the  Colonies  ; — these,  and 
a  thousand  other  opinions  in  succession,  have  taken  full 
possession  of  us ;  and,  after  a  little  while,  we  have  found 
oureelves  obliged  to  relinquish  them.  They  were  the  grafts 
which  might  be  expected  to  grow  from  tliat  attachment  to, 


and  veneration  for,  the  idea  we  had  been  taught  to  form  of 
the  wisdom,  justice,  and  tenderness  o{ Britain.  It  has  also 
been  supposed  that  we  are  so  connected  w ith,  and  depend- 
ant on,  Great  Britain,  that  repeated  injuries,  committed 
with  an  avowed  intent  to  do  them,  and  more ;  and  that 
plundering,  murder,  executions,  and  conflagrations — in  short, 
that  all  the  havock  of  halters,  fire,  sword,  and  famine — can- 
not destroy  the  debt  of  gratitude  and  justice  we  owe  to  that 
State,  or  make  it  our  interest  to  dissolve  the  connection. 

Let  us  examine  this  matter.  Possibly  the  facts  on  w  liich 
this  opinion  is  founded  may  bear  tiie  inquiry  not  much  bet- 
ter tlian  the  facts  referred  to  above. 

It  is  said  we  are  indebted  to  Great  Britain  for  the  settle- 
ments of  the  Colonies.  The  truth  is,  when  they  were  dis- 
covered, it  was  the  effect  of  accident,  concurring  with  the 
dis|)osition  of  the  hardy  adventurer.  The  settlement  was 
made  by  persons  who  had  no  great  reason  to  be  obliged  to 
King  or  Parliament — they  were  persecuted  at  home,  and 
retired  from  mankind  to  a  wilderness.  There  they  suffered 
much,  and  risked  all.  If  they  obtained  grants  from  the 
King,  it  could  be  only  of  security  from  further  oppressions 
of  his  hand.  More  he  could  not  grant.  Even  this  was,  for 
a  while,  refused.  The  land  was  inhabited  by  natives  to 
whom  God  had  given  the  property  and  dominion.  Of 
these  natives  the  property  was  bought  by  the  setders,  who 
cleai'ed  the  country,  cultivated  the  soil,  and  grew  and  pros- 
pered in  the  arts  and  in  Government,  without  any  expense 
to  the  King  or  Parliament  of  Britain.  It  is  said  we  are 
indebted  to  Great  Britain  for  protection  from  our  foes.  It 
should  be  said,  we  have  to  charge  Britain  with  all  the  foes 
and  wars  we  ever  had.  In  the  infancy  of  the  Colonies, 
they  were  thought  of  little  value,  not  wordi  contending  for. 
The  very  settling  of  them  has  been  treated  with  neglect  and 
contempt.  Then  they  were  in  no  danger.  When  their 
consequence  afterwards  became  more  apparent,  (and,  in- 
deed, from  their  first  origin  to  the  present  time,  they  have 
been  so  much  advanced  in  population,  wealth,  and  every 
advantage,  as  to  be  under  no  apprehensions  from  any  of 
their  neighbours  ;  and  had  they,  at  any  intennediate  period, 
extended  their  trade  generally  to  all  parts  of  Europe,  it  is 
possible  that  the  interest  of  every  part  in  our  commerce 
might  have  prevented  any  one  power  from  oppressing  or 
injuring  us  ;)  even  Britain  herself  would  have  found  it  her 
interest  to  protect  our  peace  and  trade.  But  our  forefathers 
were  fond  of  the  pageantry  of  a  King,  and  attached  to  die 
country  that  gave  them  birth.  They  chose  the  King  of 
England  to  be  their  supreme  head,  and  flattered  themselves 
that,  though  they  were  persecuted  at  home,  yet,  that  he 
would  leave  to  them  peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  in  the  wil- 
derness. Thus  we  have  been  involved  in  every  British 
war.  Even  a  dispute  in  Hanover  was  sufficient  to  deluge 
America  in  blood;  and,  till  the  year  1756,  no  war  had  any 
particular  reference,  in  its  principles,  to  American  interests. 
Nor  ought  we  to  be  charged  with  even  tliat.  However, 
the  Parliament  of  Britain  has  done  us  the  justice  to  ac- 
knowledge we  then  overdid  our  proportion,  and  they  have 
refunded  accordingly.  In  all  instances,  our  coasts  have,  by 
them,  been  left  unguarded,  and  our  frontier  defenceless. 
When  France  and  Spain  scoured  our  shores  because  we 
were  connected  with  Britain,  we  have  been  left  without  a 
single  ship-of-war.  When  we  ti-aificked  with  the  Indians 
back  for  their  land,  or  for  peace,  or  repelled  their  incur- 
sions, it  was  at  our  own  expense,  though,  in  many  cases, 
they  were  set  on  us  by  the  foes  of  Britain.  Shall  any 
commercial  advantages  which  we  have  enjoyed  be  urged  as 
a  ground  of  gratitude  or  retribution  ?  Let  the  most  zealous 
advocate  for  continual  dependance  on  Britain  point  out  a 
single  instance  of  preference  given  by  that  Court  to  the 
American  trade  if  he  can ;  and  while  he  hunts  the  rusty 
records  in  vain  for  any  such,  let  him  not  turn  over,  unno- 
ticed, the  numberless  acts  passed  to  restrict  our  free  com- 
merce, to  clog  with  impositions  and  duties,  to  discourage 
manufactures  and  employments  for  our  poor,  and  to  give 
advantages,  at  our  cost,  to  the  lordly  West-Indians.  In  a 
few  words,  tlie  Colonies  have  paid  more  to  Britain,  in  a 
course  of  trade,  (by  giving  a  greater  price  for  goods  of  infe- 
rior value,  &,c.,  than  if  they  had  gone  to  odier  European 
markets,)  than  any  claims  the  British  partisan  can  feign. 

It  is  said  that,  under  this  connection  and  dependance, 
we  have  grown  and  thriven.     That  we  have  tliriven  ama- 
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zingly,  is  true.  The  present  state  of  these  Colonies  is  the 
admiration  of  all  who  have  given  attention  to  the  progress 
of  mankind,  of  arts  and  sciences.  But  was  it  because  our 
trade  was  restricted  ?  Was  it  because  we  have  never,  as 
men,  had  the  fliU  improvement  of  our  lands  and  property 
in  our  power  ?  Was  it  because,  as  societies  or  Governments, 
we  had  not  the  full  and  complete  powers  of  legislation 
among  ourselves  ?  Let  this  account  be  fiiirly  stated.  Let 
us  only  make  an  experiment  of  an  open  trade  for  half  the 
time  we  have  shackled  ourselves  with  confinement  to,  as  it 
were,  one  port.  Let  us  try  what  improvements  we  may 
be  drawn  into  by  a  general  correspondence  with  the  whole 
world — with  people  who  will  require  from  us  every  different 
article  our  lands,  our  different  climates,  can  produce  ;  and 
from  whom  may  be  had  directly,  at  first  hand,  every  requi- 
site for  us.  Let  us  have  access  to  the  lowest  and  best  mar- 
ket for  every  commodity.  Let  this  be  the  case  but  for  half 
the  time  the  Colonies  have  already  existed,  and  the  doubts, 
and  struggles  too,  concerning  independence,  will  be  at  an 
end.  Let  all  those  people  who  are  now  groaning  under 
oppression  and  poverty  in  Europe  know  that  America  has 
become  an  asylum  for  the  injured,  and  is  capable  of  giving 
encouragement  to  the  industrious  and  skilful  in  every  art 
and  business  of  life ;  and  perhaps  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations would  fall  vastly  short  of  the  multitude  of  honest, 
active,  and  ingenious  citizens  who  would,  in  a  few  years, 
flock  into  this  country.  America  has  been  hitherto  little 
known  abroad.  Even  our  brethren  in  Britain  (whom  we 
left  but  a  few  years  ago,  and  with  whom  we  have  a  constant 
Intercourse)  know  but  little  of  us  and  our  situation.  The 
other  parts  of  Europe  must  have  been  inconceivably  less 
acquainted  with  it.  The  case  is  now  greatly  altered.  Our 
late  transactions  have  attracted  the  attention  even  of  the 
common  people  of  most  of  the  European  States.  The 
lovers  of  liberty  abroad  have  their  eyes  turned  towards  us. 
Even  to  the  head  of  the  Rhine,  it  is  said,  they  applaud  our 
virtuous  efforts,  and  wish  us  success.  The  fruits  of  our 
success  they  will  wish,  with  us,  to  enjoy.  A  free  and  ge- 
neral intercourse  will  throw  the  doors  of  information  and 
opportunity  open.  Possibly  it  might  not  totally  depopulate 
the  Old  World,  but,  without  doubt,  it  would  multiply  the 
millions  now  in  this  new  one.  Let  it  be  granted  we-  have 
grown  under  the  connection  and  dependance  contended  for : 
are  we,  therefore,  involved  in  a  debt  even  of  gratitude  ?  Be 
it  so.  What  obligations,  then,  is  JBnte'n  under  to  us?  Our 
connection  with  them  has  been  acknowledged  to  be  of  the 
utmost  consequence  to  their  trade — ^to  their  well-being. 
This  is  the  language  of  their  best  writers  on  commerce,  and 
of  almost  every  act  of  Parliament  in  which  America  is  men- 
tioned. Before  they  had  Colonies,  what  was  their  fleet  ? 
How  great  was  their  dependance  on  other  nations  for  the 
most  necessary  articles  to  carry  on  a  war,  even  for  their 
own  defence,  and  for  their  mariufactories  ?  It  has  been  said 
by  themselves  that  one  person  in  America  supported  four 
in  Britain.  Allow  one  in  Britain  to  be  supported  by  every 
person  in  America,  and  so  striking  an  instance  cannot  be 
named  in  which  we  have  received  benefits  from  her.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  depreciate  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
connection ;  let  it  be  only  understood  that  they  have  been 
reciprocal,  and,  at  least,  equal  on  the  part  of  Britain.  This 
destroys  the  idea  of  any  debt  or  any  duty.  As  of  inferiors, 
if  a  religious  submission  to  this  connection  has  rendered  our 
growth  and  prosperity  less  flourishing  than  they  would  have 
been  in  a  general  connection,  it  can  only  be  compared  to 
the  situation  of  a  tree  in  a  little  earth  between  two  rocks, 
which,  though  it  looks  fair,  and  grows  to  a  certain  size,  yet, 
had  it  been  able  to  spread  its  roots,  and  imbibe  the  nourish- 
ment of  an  extended  soil,  might  soon  become  the  largest 
tree  in  the  forest. 


REPORT  OF   THE    COMMITTEE    APPOINTED  TO  CONFER   WITH 

GENERAL    LEE. 

[Brought  in  March  14,   1776.] 

The  command  of  the  passage  of  the  Sound  must  be  ours. 
This,  I  imagine,  is  already  effected  by  the  works  thrown  up 
at  Horn's  Hook ;  but  as  a  further  security,  batteries  and  a 
redoubt  must  be  erected  on  the  other  side,  either  on  Mon- 
tresor's  Island,  or  on  the  continent  of  Long-Island,  as  the 
Engineer  and  succeeding  General  shall  determine.  These 
additional  works  are  not  solely  meant  to  shut  up  to  the  enemy 


the  passage  through  the  Sound,  but  to  secure  a  free,  open, 
and  easy  communication  to  our  own  troops,  between  the 
continent  of  New-  York  and  Long-Island.  As  the  city  of 
New-York  is  almost  environed  by  navigable  waters,  it  is 
undoubtedly  very  difficult  to  fortify  it  against  a  powerful  sea 
armament ;  but  still  I  am  of  opinion  that,  although  troops 
cannot  easily  be  prevtnited  landing  under  the  guns  of  their 
shipping,  they  may  be  prevented  lodging  themselves  in  it, 
or  converting  it  into  a  great  place  of  anns,  as  they  have 
done  Boston. 

The  East-River,  I  am  almost  persuaded,  may  be  secured 
in  such  a  manner  that  their  ships  will  scarcely  venture  into 
it,  or  at  least  they  cannot  keep  their  stations  when  in.  A 
battery  for  this  purpose  is  planned,  and  in  some  forward- 
ness, at  the  foot  of  the  Jews'  Bur)-ing-Ground.  To  protect 
this  battery  from  thd  near  approach  of  ships,  (which,  when 
close,  are  always  supposed  to  be  an  overmatch  for  batteries 
level  with  the  water,  and  in  a  low  situation,)  guns  in  barbet, 
placed  on  the  heights  of  the  Jews'  Burying-Ground,  when 
in  correspondence  with  a  battery  I  have  ordered  on  an  op- 
posite commanding  knoll  in  Long-Island,  will  certainly  be 
sufficient.  These  two  fires  will  likewise  be  crossed  by  a 
third,  of  a  very  considerable  range,  from  a  work  in  the 
front  of  our  intrenched  camp  on  Long-Island ;  which  work 
is  likewise  answered  by  a  battery  sunk  in  a  cellar  on  the 
opposite  wharf.  Such  is  our  plan  with  respect  to  the  East- 
River. 

Having  attentively  examined  the  fort  and  great  batteries 
under  it,  and  considered  whether  they  could  be  of  any  pos- 
sible use  to  us,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  as  ships  of  great  bur- 
den can  approach  so  near  the  latter,  it  will  be  dangerous,  ifi 
not  impracticable,  to  support  them.  The  fort  cannot,  for 
the  same  reason,  be  defended.  But  although  it  is  not  pos- 
sible, in  our  hands,  to  render  it  a  fortification  of  offence . 
against  the  enemy,  it  might,  in  their  possession,  be  convert- 
ed into  a  citadel,  to  keep  the  town  in  subjection.  These 
considerations  have  induced  me  to  throw  down  the  North- 
east and  Noith-west  Bastions,  with  the  communicating  cur- 
tain ;  so  that,  being  entirely  open  behind,  and  a  connnand- 
ing  traverse  thrown  across  the  Broadway,  with  three  guns 
mounted,  it  is  impossible  for  the  enemy  to  lodge  themselves 
in  and  repair  the  fort. 

The  North-River  is  so  extremely  wi^e  and  deep  that  it 
is  in  vain  to  think  of  any  means  to  prevent  the  men-of-war 
commanding  the  navigation  of  it ;  but  it  does  not  appear 
to  me  that  they  have  it  in  their  power  to  annoy  dangerously 
the  town,  much  less  to  destroy  it.  It  is  true  an  accidental 
shell  may  do  great  mischief;  but  the  effects  of  their  cannon 
are  not,  I  think,  much  to  be  apprehended,  for  there  is  a  most 
fortunate  ridge  or  eminence,  which  not  only  sen'es_  as  a 
•screen  of  protection  for  the  town,  but  on  which  any  number 
of  batteries  may  be  erected,  to  keep  the  ships  at  a  dis- 
tance. 

I  must  observe,  once  for  all,  that  New-York,  ik)m  its  cir- 
cumstances, can  with  difficulty  be  made  a  regular  tenable 
fortification ;  but  it  may  be  made  a  most  advantageous  field 
of  battle — so  advantageous,  indeed,  that  if  our  people  be- 
have with  common  spirit,  and  the  commanders  are  men  of 
discretion,  it  must  cost  the  enemy  many  thousands  of  men 
to  get  possession  of  it.  The  streets  must  be  traversed  and 
barricaded,  so  as  to  prevent  their  coming  on  our  flanks  ;  and 
three  redoubts  thrown  up  on  the  three  eminences :  Judge 
Jones's,  Bayard's  Hill,  and  either  Lispenard's  or  Haider- 
man's  house,  on  Hudson's  River.  But  these  measures  are 
not  to  be  confined  to  the  town.  The  whole  Island  is  to  be 
redoubted  in  certain  regular  steps,  if  I  may  so  express  it, 
quite  to  King's  Bridge.  These  redoubts,  redans,  or  fliches, 
are  easily  thrown  up,  and  are  no  expense. 

The  leading  roads  from  Hudson's  River,  whence  the  ene- 
my can  alone  approach,  must  be  obstructed  to  artillery. 
King's  Bridge  must  be  strongly  fortified,  to  preserve  the 
communication  free  and  open  with  Connecticut,  on  which 
Province  you  can  alone  depend  for  succors  of  men ;  for 
the  breadth  and  depth  of  the  North-River  renders  the  com- 
munication with  Jersey  too  precarious. 

The  possession  and  security  of  Long-Island  is  certainly 
of  still  greater  importance  than  Netv-  York.  I  have  accord- 
ingly marked  out  a  camp,  fortified  by  a  chain  of  redoubts, 
muUially  supporting  each  odier,  and  which,  also  correspond- 
ing \\ith  the  batteries  on  the  New-York  side,  will  prevent 
the  enemy's  entering  or  remaining  in  the  East-River.    This 
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camp  is  intended  to  contain  four  or  five  thousand  men. 
Upon  tile  whole,  for  the  defence  of  Long-Island  and  Netv- 
York,  eight  thousand,  at  least,  regular  troops,  will  be  neces- 
sary. 

With  respect  to  tlie  fort  on  Hudson's  River,  in  the  High- 
lands, I  must  refer  the  Congress  to  the  report  of  Captain 
Smith,  who  was  sent  up  to  examine,  and  who  is  extremely 
capable  to  judge  and  advise. 

1  have  now,  in  a  military  capacity,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  mentioned  every  circumstance  relative  to  the 
defence  and  security  of  Netv-  York  and  Long- Island.  But 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  observe  that  all  these  measures  will  be 
totally  fruitless  unless  some  precautions  are  taken  witli  re- 
spect to  the  professed  enemies  of  American  liberty,  nested 
in  the  very  spots  where  they  can  do  the  greatest  mischief — 
Queen's  County  and  Staten-Island.  The  bonds  they  have 
given  are  too  ridiculous  to  be  mentioned.  The  Association 
they  have  signed  they  consider  as  forced  upon  them ;  and, 
consequently,  null.  When  our  troops  are  obliged  to  remain 
inactive  from  want  of  arms ;  when,  from  this  deficiency,  the 
Canada  expedition  is  at  a  stand,  and  New-York  and  Long- 
Island  left  open  to  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  is  it  not  a 
most  dangerous  neglect  and  omission,  or  rather  unaccount- 
able infatuation,  to  suffer  considerable  bodies  of  avowed  foes 
to  be  possessed  of  arms  for  your  destruction  ?  What  possi- 
ble advantage  can  result  from  such  a  false  delicacy  ?  I  would 
therefore  humbly  propose  that  the  inhabitants  of  Staten-Island 
should,  without  loss  of  time,  be  disarmed,  and  their  arms  de- 
livered to  some  regiment  already  raised,  but  unfurnished  with 
muskets. 

I  do  not  imagine  that  the  disarming  the  Tories  will  inca- 
pacitate them  from  acting  against  us,  as  they  can  easily  be 
supplied  by  the  ships.  1  should,  therefore,  think  it  prudent 
to  secure  their  children  as  hostages.  If  a  measure  of  this 
kind  (hard  as  it  may  appear)  is  not  adopted,  the  children's 
children  of  Anverica  may  see  the  fatal  omission. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  COLONELS  SHEA,  MAGAW, 
IRVINE,  AND  DAYTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir:  The  state  of  iVew-YorA: requiring  an  immediate  re- 
inforcement, I  have  it  in  command  from  Congress  to  direct 
you  immediately  to  march  your  battalion  to  ISeiv-York, 
and  put  yourself  under  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Con- 
tinental Troops  there.  For  expediting  your  march,  you  are 
to  send  forward  one  or  two  companies  at  a  time,  and  let 
the  rest  follow  at  the  distance  of  one  day's  march. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

(To  Colonel  John  Shea,  of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Penn 
sylvania  Troops,  Philadelphia ;  Colonel  Robert  Magaw^ 
of  the  Fifth  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Philadel- 
phia ;  Colonel  William  Irvine,  of  the  Sixth  Battalion  of 
Pennsylvania  Troops,  Carlisle  ;  Colonel  Elias  Dayton,  of 
the  Third  Battalion  of  New-Jersey  Troops,  Elizabeth- 
toum.) 


LEWIS    OGDEN   to    lord    STIRLING. 

Newark,  JVIarch  14,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  On  receipt  of  your  letter  last  evening,  the 
Committee  of  this  town  immediately  gave  orders  for  making 
a  detachment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  the  Se- 
cond Regiment  of  Militia,  of  this  County,  to  be  marched 
to  New-  York,  for  the  service  requested  by  you.  We  also 
sent  a  deputation  from  our  Board  to  the  Committee  at  Eli- 
zabethtown,  to  inform  them  what  we  had  done,  and  request 
that  tliey  would  furnish  one  hundred  and  fifty  men ;  they 
have  agreed  to  do  it.  Our  men  will  be  ready  to  march  to- 
morrow, or  next  morning  at  the  farthest.  We  have  written 
by  this  conveyance,  to  the  New-York  Provincial  Congress 
for  information  whether  quarters,  provisions,  and  pay,  are 
provided  ;  and  as  soon  as  we  get  their  answer  that  such  pro- 
vision is  ready,  our  men  will  march. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Lewis  Ogden,  Chairman. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  William  Earl  of  Stirling,  Briga- 
dier-General of  the  Continental  Troops  at  New-  York, 


STEPHEN   CRANE   TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Elizabethtown,  March  14,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  Your  Lordship's  letter  of  yesterday  is  be 
fore  us  ;  in  answer  to  which,  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
this  Committee  have  no  right  to  send  a  detachment  of  our 
Militia  out  of  the  Province.  Besides,  had  we  this  right, 
your  Lordship  laiows  the  defenceless  state  of  this  Colony. 
The  arming  the  two  battalions  in  the  Continental  service 
hath  drained  us  of  our  best  arms ;  and  in  case  a  descent 
should  be  made  on  Neio-  York,  we  should  be  liable  to  con- 
tinual incursions  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  j 

Stephen  Cr,\ne,  Chairman. 
To  Lord  Stirling. 


COLONEL    DAYTON    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Elizabethtown,  March  14, 1776. 

My  Lord  :  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant  I  received 
yesterday,  and  shall  continue  to  use  my  utmost  endeavours 
to  put  my  regiment  into  the  best  condition  for  marching  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  companies  of  Captains  Bloomfield, 
Dickison,  and  Potter,  have  passed  muster ;  the  other  com- 
panies (at  least  some  of  them)  I  have,  are  nearly  full.  The 
scarcity  of  arms  in  this  Province  (a  difficulty  of  which 
your  Lordshij)  is  well  aware)  will  much  retard  the  equip- 
ping of  this  regiment.  The  Militia  are  now  more  than 
ever  unwilling  to  part  with  tlieir  arms,  and  few  of  the  sol- 
diers, I  fear,  are  supplied.  Major  Barber  and  myself,  when 
at  Philadelphia,  informed  the  Congress,  by  a  memorial,  of 
this  difficulty,  and  prayed  for  a  small  supply  of  anns,  which 
at  that  time  had  arrived  there  ;  but  did  not  succeed.  I  in- 
tend to  make  a  second  application,  in  which  I  hope  to  be 
successful. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Lordship  of  every  exertion  in 
my  power  to  equip  the  regiment  in  the  most  speedy  man- 
ner, as  also  to  congratulate  your  Lordship  on  your  late  pro- 
motion— a  promotion  which,  I  doubt  not,  gives  universal 
satisfaction,  but  especially,  my  Lord,  to  your  Lordship's 

most  obedient  humble  servant,  -r,  t\ 

'  Llias  Dayton, 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  Neio-  York. 


DAVID    MATTHEWS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  ytiu  a  letter  from  Mr.  Francis  Dashwood, 
Secretary  to  the  Post-Oflice,  directed  to  me,  requesting  that 
I  would  procure  a  permit  for  him,  John  Antill,  and  Henry 
Bull,  to  go  on  board  the  Swallow  packet.  If  the  Con- 
gress think  proper  to  grant  such  a  permit,  and  will  be  pleased 
to  send  it  to  me,  I  will  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Dashwood. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

David  Matthews. 
To  Colonel  WoodhuU. 


General  Post-Office,  New- York,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  the  enclosed  from  Mr.  Foxcroft  yester- 
day evening,  and  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  procure  us 
some  means  of  getting  on  board,  that  the  inhabitants  may 
have  their  letters,  which  they  otherwise  cannot. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Francis  Dashwood,  Secretary. 

To  David  Matthews,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Nstv-York. 

N.  B.  Clerks  belonging  to  the  office:  John  Antill,  Esq., 
and  Mr.  Henry  BiUL  F.  D. 

On  board  the  Swallow  Packct-Boat,  March  13,  1776. 

Sir:  On  receipt  of  this,  I  desire  you  will  immediately 
come  on  board,  with  the  Clerks  of  the  Office,  to  assist  m 
sorting  and  taking  an  account  of  the  letters,  in  order  for 
their  immediate  delivery. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Foxcroft. 
To  Francis  Dashwood,  Esq. 
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LORD    STIRLING    TO    PRESIDENT    OF'  CONGRESS. 

New- York,  March  H,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  message  I  sent  yester- 
day afternoon  to  tlie  Convention  of  this  Province,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  confer  with  me  on  the  necessary 
measures  for  die  defence  of  this  city,  the  result  of  whicli  is 
contained  in  the  enclosed  papers.  From  every  circum- 
stance, it  appears  probable  that  General  Washington  will 
not  have  occasion  for  more  powder  than  what  he  was  pos- 
sessed of  when  the  express  left  him,  and  the  six  tons  which 
passed  through  this  place  last  week,  and  some  small  parcels 
arrived  at  Eastern  ports.  The  quantity  of  powder  at  this 
place  does  not  exceed  three  tons. 

These  considerations,  and  the  probability  of  a  visit  from 
the  enemy,  have  induced  me  to  stop  seven  tons  of  powder 
which  arrived  here  yesterday  evening,  under  the  care  of 
George  Tudor,  on  its  way  to  Cambridge.  This  measure 
is  the  occasion  of  my  sending  this  express,  in  order  that,  if 
I  have  done  wrong,  it  may  be  rectified  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  another  provision  of  powder  be  made  for  this  place. 
However,  not  much  time  will  be  lost  by  this  measure ;  for 
the  powder  is  in  a  most  shameful  condition — the  casks, 
many  of  them,  have  their  heads  stove  in,  and  the  staves  all 
racked  asunder.  One  half  of  it  would  be  lost  before  it 
could  proceed  fifty  miles  in  its  present  state.  I  have  order- 
ed the  whole  of  it  to  be  put  in  good,  dry,  tight  casks.  I 
now  also  send  a  copy  of  the  orders  I  have  issued  since  I 
received  General  Washington's  letter,  which  will  best  show 
the  steps  taken  for  the  defence  of  this  place.  I  intended 
this  morning  to  have  begun  the  fortifications  on  Bayard's 
HiU  and .  at  the  Hospital ;  but  the  storm  at  present  pre- 
vents our  proceeding.  As  soon  as  the  weather  permits, 
those  works,  and  barricading  the  streets,  will  employ  us. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 

Stirling. 

Regulations  agreed  to  for  the  defence  of  (he  City  0/ New- 
York,  between  Lord  Stirling,  General  of  the  Conti- 
nental Troops,  and  a  Committee  of  the  Provincial  Corv- 
gress  of  the  Colony  of  New-York. 

Lord  Stirling  has  already  ordered  Colonel  Dayton,  with 
the  Third  Regiment  of  New-Jersey  Troops,  and  also  six 
companies  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Troops, 
immediately  to  proceed  to  this  city.  He  has  also  written  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committees  of  six  Counties  in  New- 
Jersey,  to  send  at  least  three  hundred  picked  men,  well  ac- 
coutred, from  each  ;  and  has  informed  the  President  of  the 
New-Jersey  Congress  of  the  inteUigence  received  from  Ge- 
neral Washington,  concerning  the  embarkation  of  the  Minis- 
terial Troops  at  Boston,  and  requested  him  to  give  us  all 
possible  assistance,  on  the  supposition  that  those  troops  are 
destined  hither.  He  has  also  ordered  all  the  artillery  to  be 
put  in  the  best  order  possible. 

Things  to  be  done. — 1st.  That  all  the  inhabitants 
capable  of  fatigue  be  immediately  employed  on  the  fortifica- 
tions of  this  city,  as  well  as  all  the  Negro  men  m  the  City 
and  County  of  New-YorJc. 

2dly.  To  this  end,  that  the  commanding  officer  of  each 
corps  draw  out  his  respective  corps,  and  parade  on  the  com- 
mon at  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  witliout  arms,  but 
provided  with  as  many  intrenching  tools  as  they  are  possess- 
ed of,  and  that  they  take  care  to  have  all  the  Negro  men 
in  their  respective  districts  turned  out,  provided  in  the  same 
manner. 

3dly.  Lord  Stirling  informs  the  Committee  of  the  arri- 
val of  a  quantity  of  powder  in  this  city,  and  that  another 
quantity  of  powder  is  soon  expected,  both  directed  by  the 
Continental  Congress  for  the  service  of  the  Army  at  Cam- 
bridge. It  is  agreed  that  the  foi-warding  the  said  powder 
be  deferred  till  further  orders  of  the  Continental  Congress ; 
and  that  an  express  be  immediately  despatched  to  them  by 
Lord  Stirling  on  the  subject. 

4thly.  It  is  agreed  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  to  issue  an  order  to  the  General  Commit- 
tee of  New-  York,  to  make  immediate  report  of  all  the  pro- 
visions and  iron  in  town,  and  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
either  of  those  articles  from  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York,  till  further  orders. 

5thly.  The  Provincial  Congress  immediately  authorize 
Dr.  John  Jones  and  Dr.  Treat  to  purchase  all  the  neces- 


sary Hospital  medicines,  and  medicinal  stores,  and  appara- 
tus, in  this  city,  which  they  shall  think  necessary,  and  make 
report  of  their  doings  without  delay,  and  possess  themselves 
of  all  the  Hospital  stores  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Commis- 
sary Curtenius. 

Gthly.  The  Provincial  Congress  to  issue  immediate  orders 
to  the  Committee  of  King's  County,  to  order  the  inhabi- 
tants of  tiiat  County  to  give  assistance  in  fatigue  to  Colonel 
Ward,  by  turning  out  for  the  service  at  least  one  half  of 
their  male  inhabitants,  Negroes  included,  every  day,  to  work 
at  the  fortifications  in  diat  County,  and  to  take  with  them 
their  spades,  pick-axes,  and  hoes,  and  to  begin  work  on  Fri- 
day next. 

7thly.  That  a  guard  of  six  of  the  Troop  of  Horse  of 
the  said  County,  under  such  persons  as  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  shall  be  con- 
stantly posted  at  some  convenient  height,  near  the  west 
end  of  Nassau-Island,  to  reconnoitre  the  entrance  of  any 
enemy  into  Sandy-Hook,  or  appearing  on  the*  coast,  and 
give  immediate  intelligence  to  the  Congress,  or  commandmg 
officer  of  the  Continental  Troops  at  this  place,  as  occasion 
may  require. 

8thly.  That  the  Provincial  Congress  issue  an  order  to  the 
Committee  for  Cow-Neck  and  Great-Neck,  for  a  like  num- 
ber of  horsemen  from  Queen's  County,  to  keep  a  look-out 
at  Thomas  ComwaWs,  at  Rockaway,  for  the  same  purposes. 

9thly.  That  orders  issue  to  the  Colonels  of  the  regiments 
in  Orange,  on  the  South  side  of  the  mountains,  to  draft 
out  of  their  regiments  one  hundred  men,  to  be  immediately 
sent  to  this  city,  armed  and  accoutred  in  the  best  manner 
possible. 

lOthly.  That  the  like  orders  issue  to  the  Colonels  of  West- 
chester, for  two  hundred  men,  for  the  like  purposes. 

llthly.  That  the  like  orders  issue  to  the  Colonels  of 
Dutchess,  for  two  hundred  men,  for  the  like  purposes. 

Head-Quarters,  March  15,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Artillerj'  Stores  do 
direct  cartridges  to  be  filled,  to  complete  ten  rounds  for  all 
heavy  cannon  fit  for  service,  and  twenty  rounds  for  the  field 
artillery.  That  all  the  case-shot  that  can  be  got  for  the 
several  sizes  be  collected,  and  a  return  thereof  be  made. 

That  Captain  Badlem  do.  direct  as  many  of  the  cannon 
as  possibly  can  be  completed,  to  be  furnished  with  every 
necessary  service. 

Mr.  Anthony  Griffiths  is  appointed  to  direct  the  Labora- 
tory, and  he  is  to  employ  as  many  of  the  most  expert  per- 
sons he  can  procure,  as  he  thinks  necessary  to  cany  on 
that  department. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  boats  be  suffered  to  pass  and  re- 
pass as  usual. 

The  Town-Major,  to-morrow  morning,  is  to  remove  the 
prisoners,  Vernon  O.  Craig,  at  the  lower  BaiTacks,  and 
Gidney,  Purley,  Van  Hazen,  and  White,  from  the  upper 
Barracks,  to  close  confinement  in  the  city  Jail,  and  to  place 
four  sentries  around  the  prison  from  the  upper  Barracks  for 
their  security. 

The  Brigade  Major  of  the  New-England  Troops  is  to 
increase  the  guards  at  the  upper  Barracks  in  proportion,  to 
answer  the  above  purpose. 

All  orders  from  the  Head-Quarters  are,  by  the  Town- 
Major,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Chief  Engineer  and  com- 
manding officer  of  Artillery.  An  orderly  man  from  the 
Artillery  is  to  attend  each  of  them. 

All  Field-Officers  are  to  attend  the  parade  ;  and  whatever 
party  consists  of  two  hundred  men,  are  to  be  inspected  and 
attended  to  by  a  Field-Officer ;  who  is  requested  to  see  the 
men  of  his  party  are  kept  alert  at  their  duty,  and  to  exe- 
cute the  work  designed,  which  will  be  communicated 
through  die  Chief  Engineer. 

New-York,  March  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  direct  all  the  companies 
of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troops,  of 
which  you  are  Lieutenant-Colonel,  which  are  not  yet  em- 
barked for  Albany,  to  proceed  immediately  to  this  city, 
where  quartere  shall  be  provided  for  them.  You  are  to  re- 
main at  this  place  till  further  orders. 

Stirling,  Brigadier-General. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  AUen,  of  the  Second  Regiment  of 
Pennsylvania  Troops. 
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ORDERS. 


'i  he  commanding  officer  of  ever)'  corfK  of  tlie  troops  in 
dm  city,  by  whatever  denomination  they  are  distinguished, 
are  to  parade  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  in  tlie 
common,  w  ithout  fire-arms,  but  wit{i  all  the  shovels,  spades, 
pick-axes,  and  hoes,  they  can  provide  themselves  with. 
All  the  male  Negroes  in  town  are  to  parade  at  the  same 
time  and  place. 

It  is  intended  to  employ  one-half  of  the  inhabitants  every 
other  day,  changing,  at  the  works  for  the  defence  of  this 
(^ty  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  slaves  every  day,  until  this  place 
is  put  in  a  proper  posture  of  defence.  The  Town  Major  is 
immediately  to  disperse  these  orders. 

Four  cannon,  of  thirty-two-pounders,  two  of  eighteen- 
pounders,  and  two  of  twelve-pounders,  are,  to-morrow 
morning  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  sent  over  to  Long-Island 
for  tlie  defence  of  the  works  there,  to  be  placed  as  the 
Chief  Engipeer  (Colonel  Smith)  will  direct. 

Four  cannon,  of  thirty-two-pounders,  to  be  placed  at  the 
battery  at  Ck>entie's  Wharf. 

Four  cannon,  of  twelve-pounders,  to  the  battery  near 
Trinity-  Church. 

Four  cannon,  of  thirty-two  pounders,  at  the  battery  at 
the  ship-yards. 

The  two  brass  field-pieces  at  Horn's  HooJc  are  to  be 
sent  to  this  town. 

The  streets  are  to  be  barricaded. 

Bayard's  Hill  is  to  be  fortified. 

The  Hospital  is  also  to  be  fortified.  Both  these  in  the 
manner  concerted  by  the  General  with  the  Chief  Engi- 


neer. 


The  Chief  Engineer  is  to  attend  the  parade  to-morrow 
morning,  and  distribute  the  men  for  fatigue  as  he  judges 
most  proper  for  these  purposes,  without  further  order. 
They  are  to  be  distributed  in  the  same  manner  every  day. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Winds  is  appointed  Colonel  of  the 
First  Regiment  of  the  New-Jersey  Troops  in  the  Conti- 
nental service,  and  is  to  be  obeyed  accordingly. 

It  is  highly  necessary  for  the  preservation  and  safety  of 
tliis  city  that  the  utmost  good  order  be  observed.  The 
trbops  are  positively  to  be  in  their  quarters  according  to  the 
former  order  at  tattoo-beating.  The  inhabitants  of  this  city 
are  desired  at  night  to  preser\'e  the  utmost  quietness  and 
good  order  in  their  walks  through  the  city,  lest  the  guards 
should  mistake  any  other  behaviour  for  an  alarm.  The 
alarm-posts  in  this  city  are  to  be  as  follows  :  The  four  com- 
panies of  the  First  Regiment  of  New-Jersey,  in  the  lower 
Barracks,  are  to  assemble  under  cover  of  the  parapet  in 
their  front ;  the  four  companies  of  the  same  regiment,  in 
quarters,  are  to  assemble  in  Dock-Street,  between  the  white 
Guard-house,  near  the  Exchange,  and  the  lower  Barracks ; 
Colonel  Waterbury's  are  to  parade  in  the  common,  in  the 
fiwnt  of  the  Artillery.  All  the  other  troops  in  town  are  to 
assemble  in  the  front  of  Trinity- Church,  and  there  to  wait 
for  further  order.  The  Artillery  are  to  parade  within  the 
works  in  the  front  of  Bridewell.  As  it  is  found  that  a 
number  of  people  who,  out  of  curiosity,  come  to  look  at 
the  works  carrying  on,  it  is  very  inconvenient,  and  impedes 
tlie  service.  It  is  hoped  they  will  suspend  their  curiosity; 
and  the  sentries  are  to  be  ordered  that  none  but  commis- 
sbned  officers,  and  others  who  have  real  business,  be  suf- 
fered to  go  within  the  Imes  of  the  works. 

[Morning  Orders.] 
Head-Quarters,  New- York,  March,  14,  1776. 

The  badness  of  the  weather  induces  the  General  to  sus- 
pend all  labour  abroad  for  this  day.  If  the  weather  is  fa- 
vourable, they  are  to  turn  out  to-morrow  morning.  In  the 
mean  time  the  Militia  officers  are  to  give  tlieur  different 
corps  full  notice  thereof. 

Half-after  ten  o'clock. — As  there  is  an  appearance  of 
clear  weather,  the  whole  are  to  parade  at  one  o'clock,  and 
proceed  to  the  works  designed  them. 

As  the  Provincial  Congress  have  directed  the  Commit- 
tex3  of  King's  County  to  order  the  inhabitants  of  diat  County 
to  give  assistance  in  fatigue  to  Colonel  Ward,  by  turning 
out  for  the  service  at  least  one-half  of  their  white  male  in- 
habitants, and  the  whole  of  their  male  Negroes  every  day, 
towork  at  the  fortifications  on  Long-Island,  and  to  bring 
witli  them  their  spades,  pick-axes,  and  hoes,  and  to  begin 


to  work  on  Friday  morning  next ;  Colonel  Ward  is  desired 
to  take  charge  and  direction  of  said  inhabitants,  and  to  em- 
ploy them  in  the  best  manner  he  can  in  executing  the  works 
laid  out  and  to  be  laid  out  by  the  Chief  Engineer. 

Ordered  that  t\\  o  of  the  upper  middle  rooms  of  the  New 
Bridewell  be  allotted  for  the  Laboratory,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Anthony  Griffiths;  and  that  he  receive  the 
powder,  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall  want  it,  for  filling  all 
the  cartridges  ordered  from  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Provincial 
Commissary  of  the  stores.  Colonel  Smith's  ordere  for  any- 
thing in  his  department  as  Chief  Engineer,  and  Captain  Bad- 
lem's  orders  in  his  department,  as  commanding  officer  of  the 
Artillery,  for  necessaries  in  each,  are  to  be  complied  with 
by  the  Storekeepers  and  Commissaries  in  the  Provincial  as 
well  as  Continental  service. 

The  carpenters  in  the  Militia,  not  yet  employed  in  the 
publick  works,  are  directed  to  parade  by  themselves  on  the 
right  of  their  respective  regiments,  that  they  may  be  distri- 
buted at  the  several  barricades. 

All  the  commissioned  officers  willing  to  take  the  direction 
of  building  a  barricade,  are  desired  to  meet  Colonel  Smith, 
the  Chief  Engineer,  at  the  City-Hall  to-mon-ow  morning, 
at  seven  o'clock,  and  he  will  mark  out  their  work  for  them. 

Mr.  Curtenius  is  to  furnish  spikes,  and  to  deliver  them, 
and  tools  accordingly,  to  the  direction  of  the  Chief  En- 
gineer. 

As  James  Gilliland  is,  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  pro- 
moted to  a  commission  in  the  Artillery,  Hugh  Walsh  is  ap- 
pointed to  take  care  of  the  working  tools  in  his  room. 

Mr.  Griffiths,  Director  of  the  Laboratory,  is,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  get  one  hundred  thousand  cartridges  made  up, 
and  put  in  boxes  of  one  thousand  each,  to  be  ready  to  de- 
liver to  the  regiments  as  occasion  may  requii'e. 

Head-Quarters,  March  15,  1776. 

Tlie  guards  and  parties  of  fatigue  are  to-morrow  the 
same  as  ordered  for  this  day. 

The  Barrackmaster  is  to  provide  quarters  for  four  compa- 
nies, consisting  of  three  hundred  men,  from  Essex  County, 
in  New-Jersey,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward, 
which  are  expected  in  this  city  to-morrow.  The  Quarter- 
master (Mr.  Samuel  Hays)  is  to  apply  to  Mr.  Abraham 
Livingston,  the  Continental  Commissary  of  Provisions,  for 
provisions  for  them. 

Head-Quarters,  March  16,  1776. 

As  Colonel  Drake's  Regiment  of  Minute-men  consists  of 
one  hundred  and  eleven  private  men  present,  and  yet  have 
no  less  than  four  Field-Officers,  two  Captains,  and  thirteen 
other  commissioned  officers,  and  twenty-non  commissioned 
officers,  it  is  unreasonable  to  put  tlie  Continent  to  the 
enonnous  expense  of  maintaining  so  many  officers  for  the 
use  of  so  few  men ;  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  one  Field- 
Officer,  two  Captains,  four  Lieutenants,  two  Ensigns,  the 
Adjutant,  and  Quartermaster,  eight  Sergeants,  eight  Corpo- 
rals, or  two  Drums  or  Fifes,  and  no  other  officer,  do  remain 
widi  that  small  part  of  the  regiment ;  the  other  officers  are 
to  return  to  their  County,  in  order  to  complete  their  corps. 
Colonel  Swartwout  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Humphreys 
are  to  observe  the  same  mle  in  proportion  to  their  nuinbere, 
and  they  are  all  of  tliem  to  send  into  Head-Quarters  returns 
of  their  respective  corps  present. 

For  assembling  the  parties  of  fatigue  the  drums  and  fifes 
are  to  beat  the  Pioneer's  March,  and  no  other  march  what- 
ever. 

All  the  troops,  as  they  arrive  in  town  from  the  different 
parts  of  the  Province,  or  from  Neiv-Jcrsey  or  Pennsylvania, 
are  to  be  reviewed  by  Colonel  Sears,  and  a  return  to  be 
made  of  them  agreeable  to  one  delivered  for  that  purpose ; 
and,  according  to  which,  they  are  to  receive  provision  from 
the  Deputy  Commissary-General  of  Provisions.  The  Town 
Major  and  Barrackmaster  are  to  attend  and  see  them  fur- 
nished with  necessaries. 

The  commanding  officer  of  every  corps  is  requested  to 
pay  high  attention  to  the  cleanliness  of  their  men,  particu- 
larly in  their  quarters,  which  should  be  cleansed  out  at  least 
twice  a  week ;  and  are  by  no  means  to  suffer  heaps  of  filth 
to  accumulate,  especially  in  cellars,  which,  as  the  warm 
weather  comes  on,  may  be  the  cause  of  the  most  di'cadful 
diseases. 
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Head-Quarters,  March  16,  177C. 

Tlie  guards  and  fatigue  to-morrow  the  same  as  yesterday. 

Captain  Pearsons  Company,  from  Newark,  is  to  take 
their  part  of  service,  both  in  guards  and  fatigue. 

There  is  to  be  no  convereation  or  communication  suffered 
between  the  prisoners  under  guard  in  the  city  Jail,  or  in  any 
otlier  close  confinement,  and  any  person  whatever,  without 
leave  from  the  commandinK  officers. 


Head-Quarters,  March  17,  1776. 

Ordered,  that  a  Captain,  two  subalterns,  and  fifty  men  be 
picked  out  of  Colonel  JVinds^s  Regiment,  who  are  daily  to 
attend  at  the  Laboratory  and  on  the  Commissary  of  Stores 
at  the  Bridewell. 

Colonel  Watcrhurys  Regiment  to  supply  a  sergeant  and 
ten  men  to  attend  Mr.  Conmiissary  Hughes  to  Turtle-Bay. 
Colonel  Smith's  servant  is  to  attend. 

Such  corps  in  town  as  have  good  Armourers  or  Cutlers, 
are  desired  to  let  them  work  with  such  Master-Cutlers  in 
town  as  will  be  recommended  by  the  Provincial  Committee 
of  Safety.  The  regulation  of  this  matter  is  particularly 
referred  to  Colonel  McDougaU. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Allen  is  desired  to  direct  the  com- 
panies of  the  Second  Battalion  of  Pennsyhanians  to  pro- 
ceed to  Albany,  according  to  the  orders  they  formerly  re- 
ceived ik)ra  Congress.     The  guards  and  fatigue  as  usual. 

New- York,  March  17,  1776. 

Sir:  You  have  doubtless  received  all  the  intelligence 
which  I  have  from  General  Washington,  relative  to  the 
motions  of  the  Ministerial  Troops  at  Boston,  and  the  situa- 
tion of  our  troops  which  surround  it.  That  General  Howe 
intends  to  move  this  way  with  his  Army,  I  think  is  highly 
probable.  Many  little  manoeuvres  of  Governour  Tryon 
and  the  men-of-war  near  this  place  lately,  seem  to  confirm 
it.  I  am  taking  every  step  in  my  power  to  be  prepared  for 
their  reception,  by  fortifying  every  advantageous  ground 
near  this  city  and  on  Long-Island.  But  whatever  may  be 
the  designs  of  General  Howe,  it  appears  from  all  inteUi- 
gence  received,  that  the  Ministry  are  determined  to  make 
an  effort  to  gain  possession  of  this  city;  and  I  have  there- 
fore the  orders  of  Congress,  by  all  possible  means  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safety  of  it.  I  have  also  their  direction  to 
apply  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies  for  such  part  of  their 
Militia  or  Provincial  Troops  as  may  be  necessary,  until  the 
Continental  Troops,  destined  for  this  service,  do  arrive 
here.  The  two  regiments  from  Connecticut  now  here  and 
at  Long-Island,  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  publick  for  their 
good  order,  industry,  and  alertness ;  and  I  sincerely  wish 
they  could  be  prevailed  on  to  stay  while  their  services  are 
necessary,  as  it  would  save  time  and  pay  to  a  prodigious 
amount,  in  the  Continental  service.  But  I  understand 
many  of  them  are  farmers  of  property,  who  have  families  at 
home,  and  want  to  be  there  to  mark  out  the  work  of  their 
farms  for  the  ensuing  season.  However,  I  will,  with  the 
Colonels  Waterbury  and  Ward,  endeavour  to  prevail  with 
as  many  of  them  as  possible  to  stay  until  they  are  relieved 
by  others  from  your  Colony,  of  which  returns  shall  be  sent  to 
you  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time  I  think  it  is  highly 
necessary  (and,  I  doubt  not  the  least,  your  Excellency  will 
carry  it  into  execution)  that  recruits  be  raised  to  complete 
those  two  regiments  to  at  least  six  hundred  privates  each ; 
and  that  another  regiment  of  the  like  strength  be  raised  in 
your  Colony  if  possible,  on  condition  of  serving  the  cam- 
paign, or  as  long  as  the  service  requires,  and  to  be  armed, 
accoutred,  and  clothed,  as  well  as  time  will  pemiit,  and 
to  march  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  shall  only  add,  that  with  the  highest  esteem  and  regard, 
I  am  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,  ^ 

To  the  Honourable  Joseph  Trumbull,  Esquire,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Province  of  Connecticut. 


have  placed  in  me,  and  assure  them,  as  far  as  my  abilities 
will  admit  my  services  shall  never  be  wanting. 

I  tliink  it  my  duty  to  ac(|uaint  you,  that  although  neither 
I  nor  the  regiment  have  the  least  personal  objection  to  Mr. 
Ogden,  who,  I  am  informed,  is  appointed  my  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  :  yet  a  universal  uneasiness  has  taken  place  with 
every  officer  in  the  regiment  at  his  appointment,  as  they 
look  upon  themselves  as  slighted  and  injured  by  it. 

If  I  might  make  use  of  the  freedom,  I  would  ask  it  as  a 
particular  favour  to  myself  and  the  regiment,  that  this  young 
gentleman's  merit  might  be  rewarded  in  some  other  way  ; 
as  I  am  fearful  myself  and  my  regiment  will  otherwise  be 
less  serviceable  to  the  general  cause  than  I  could  wish. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  humble  servant, 

William  Winds. 
To  the   Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of 

the  Continental  Congress,  at  Philadelphia. 


ALBANY   COMMITTEE    TO   NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Albany,  March  14,  1776. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Albany  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  resolves. 
I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Matthew  Vischer. 

"Albany  Committee-Chamber,  March  1,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  Jun.,  be  recom- 
mended to  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  Quarter- 
master to  the  regiment  to  be  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Al- 
bany, Tryon,  and  Charlotte. 

"  Also,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Peter  A.  Fonda  be  recom- 
mended for  Adjutant  to  said  regiment. 
"  Extracts  from  the  Minutes  : 

"  Matthew  Vischer,  Secretary." 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    CAPTAIN    WARNER. 

New-York,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  take  the 

person  of  James  Boyd  into  your  custody  and  bring  him  to 

this  place,  and  have  him  before  the  Provincial  Congress,  or 

Committee  of  Safety,  with  the  evidence  you  have  against 

Stirling,  Brigadier-General. 
To  Captain  John  Warner. 


ABRAHAM    LIVINGSTON    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New-York,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  Having  received  a  deputation  from  Walter  Living- 
ston, Esquire,  to  act  as  Assistant  Deputy  Commissary  of 
Stores  and  Provisions  within  certain  limits,  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  acquaint  the  Congress  thereof,  and  that  I  mean 
to  act  in  that  station  until  an  order  is  produced  from  the 
Continental  Congress  to  the  contrary.  All  the  troops  in 
the  Continental  pay,  be  they  from  what  place  they  may,  fall 
within  the  limits  of  my  appointment. 

I  remain,  with  much  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

Abraham  Livingston. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 
oi  New- York. 


COLONEL    WINDS    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS 

New-York,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  received  yours  of  the  7th,  enclosing  a 
commission  to  me  as  Colonel  of  the  First  Battalion  o(  Neiv- 
Jersey  Continental  Forces.  I  beg  you  will  return  my 
thanks  to  your  honourable  House  for  the  confidence  they 


ABRAHAM     LIVINGSTOn's     PROPOSALS     FOR    SUPPLYING    THE 
ARMY    IN    THE    COLONY    OF    NEW-YORK. 

New-York,  March  14,  1776. 

The  subscriber  is  willing  to  contract  for  the  furnishing 
good  and  wholesome  provisions,  soap,  and  candles,  agree- 
able to  the  rates  allowed  by  the  Continental  Congress,  at 
ten  and  a  half  pence  per  ration,  and  to  give  security  for  the 
performance  of  the  contract ;  to  furnish  fire-wood  at  twenty 
shillings  per  cord,  and  straw  at  thirty  shillings  per  hundred 
sheafs. 

The  provisions  to  be  delivered  in  New-York.  The  ex- 
pense of  transportation,  if  it  should  so  happen  that  the  com- 
munication by  water  be  cut  off",  to  be  borne  by  the  publick. 
The  Congress  to  advance  the  sum  of  £  ...  . 

Abraham  Livingston. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New-  York. 
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JACOB    BAMPER   TO   JOHN    McKESSON. 

New- York,  March  14,  1776. 

HoNOTiREU  Sin :  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  am  so  trouble- 
some to  you  ;  but  my  inrlination  is  so  bent  on  going  into  the 
Army,  that  if  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  recommend  me  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Congress  for  a  Captain's  or  Lieute- 
nant's commission,  I  will  take  it  as  a  particular  favour,  and 
will  do  my  best  endeavours  to  serve  in  defence  of  my  coun- 
try. The  reason  of  my  troubling  you  is,  because  I  know 
that  a  gentleman  like  you  can  do  a  great  deal  towards  get- 
ting a  commission  for  me.  I  dare  to  say  that  I  can  get  a 
company  in  a  little  while ;  and  remain  your  humble  servant, 

Jacob  Bampek. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  held  for  the 

Province  o/New-York  : 

The  Petition  o/William  Gandell,  of  the  City  o/New- 

YoRK,  Mariner,  humbly  showeth : 

That  your  Petitioner  was  bom  in,  and  still  is  an  inhabi- 
tant of  the  City  of  Ncio-York,  and  has  followed  the  sea,  both 
as  master  and  mate,  out  of  this  port  for  some  time  last  past. 

That  your  Petitioner  is  well  afi'ected  to  the  cause  of  his 
coimtry,  and  is  out  of  employ  on  account  of  the  distressed 
times ';  and  seeing  no  probable  way  of  getting  into  business 
again  to  maintain  his  wife  and  children  until  matters  are 
accommodated  ;  and  your  Petitioner  understanding  that 
there  is  a  vacancy  for  a  Lieutenant  in  one  or  more  of  the 
Artillery  Companies  raised  in  this  City,  as  also  Masters  and 
Lieutenants  in  the  vessels  on  the  Lakes,  and  likewise  in 
those  that  are  building  up  the  North-River,  he  offers  him- 
self as  a  proper  person  to  fill  up  either  of  the  said  vacancies. 

Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  prays  that  this  ho- 
nourable House  will  take  his  case  into  their  most  serious  con- 
sideration, and  grant  him  a  commission  in  either  of  the 
above-mentioned  vacancies,  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall 
tliink  most  proper.  And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound, 
shall  ever  pray,  &,c. 

New-York,  March  U,  1776. 

GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  THE  OFFICER  COMMANDING  AT 
NEW-YORK. 
Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  Marck  14,  1776. 
Sir:  I  have  stronger  reasons,  since  I  last  wrote  you,  to 
confirm  me  in  my  opinion  that  the  Army  under  General 
Hoice  is  on  its  departure.  All  their  movements  pronounce 
it ;  but,  lest  it  should  be  a  feint,  I  must  continue  on  my 
guard,  and  not  weaken  my  lines  too  much,  until  I  have  a 
certainty  of  their  departure.  It  is  given  out  that  they  are 
bound  to  Halifax ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  iVewj-  York  is 
the  place  of  their  destination.  It  is  the  object  worthy 
their  attention ;  and  it  is  the  place  that  we  must  use  every 
endeavour  to  keep  from  them ;  for.  should  they  get  that 
town  and  the  command  of  the  North  River,  they  can  stop 
the  intercourse  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  Colo- 
nies, upon  which  depends  the  safety  of  America.  My  feel- 
ings upon  this  subject'  are  so  strong,  that  I  would  not  wish 
to  give  the  enemy  a  chance  of  succeeding  at  your  place. 
I  shall,  therefore,  despatch  a  regiment  and  some  independent 
companies  of  liflemen  this  day  ;  and  to-morrow,  or  as  soon 
as  it  conveniently  can  be  done,  five  more  regiments  will  set 
out  fh)m  this  camp.  I  cannot  part  with  more  while  the 
enemy  remains  in  sight ;  but  I  have  written  to  Govemour 
Trimbidl  to  send  you  two  thousand  men  as  soon  as  he  pos- 
sibly can.  If  you  can  get  one  thousand  from  New-Jersey, 
with  the  Militia  of  the  country  called  in,  (if  not  repugnant  to 
the  Congress,)  I  think  you  can  make  a  sufficient  stand  until 
I  can,  with  the  main  body  of  this  Army,  join  you,  which 
you  may  depend  upon  will  be  as  soon  as  possible  after  I 
can,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  tell  their  route.  The 
plan  of  defence  fornied  by  General  Let  is,  from  what  little 
i  know  of  the  place,  a  very  judicious  one.  I  hope,  nay,  I 
dare  say,  it  is  cairying  into  execution  with  spirit  and  in- 
dustry. You  may  judge  from  the  enemy  keeping  so  long 
possession  of  the  town  of  Boston,  against  an  Anny  supe- 
rior in  numbers,  and  animated  with  the  noble  spirit  of  li- 
berty— I  say  you  may  judge  by  that  how  much  easier  it  is 
to  keep  an  enemy  from  forming  a  lodgment  in  a  place,  than 
it  will  be  to  dispossess  them  wlien  they  get  themselves  for- 
^tificd.     As  I  have  in  my  last  told  you  that  the  fate  of  this 


campaign   (of  course  the  fate  of  America)  depends  upon 

you  and  the  Anny  under  your  command,  should  the  enemy 

attempt  your  quarter,  I  will  dwell  no  more  thereon ;  though 

the  vast  importance  of  the  subject  would  make  an  apology 

for  repetitions  needless. 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 

servant,  ^  ,.. 

Ueoroe  Washington. 

To  the  Officer  commanding  the  American  Forces  at  New 
York. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  LEE. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  14,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  indebted  to  you  for  your  three  several 
favours,  which  I  should  have  acknowledged  sooner,  had  not 
the  great  hurry  and  bustle  we  have  been  in  for  several  days 
past  prevented.  You  have  doubtless  heard,  before  this 
time,  of  our  being  in  possession  of  Dorchester  Hill,  which 
important  business  was  executed  in  one  night,  without  any 
loss.  The  enemy  were  thrown  into  the  utmost  consterna- 
tion when  they  perceived,  the  next  morning,  what  had  been 
efl^ected  the  preceding  night,  and  made  preparations  to  dis- 
lodge us.  Three  thousand  men,  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Percy,  were  drafted  for  this  service ;  but  a  very  heavy 
stonn  of  wind  and  rain  fmstrated  their  design — in  ^my  opi- 
nion the  most  fortunate  circumstance  for  them,  and  unfortu- 
nate for  us,  that  could  have  happened,  as  we  had  every- 
thing so  well  prepared  for  their  reception,  that  I  am  confi- 
dent we  should  have  given  a  very  good  account  of  them. 

I  was  just  about  to  congratulate  you  on  your  appointment 
to  the  command  ui  Canada,  when  I  received  the  account  that 
your  destination  was  altered.  As  a  Virginian,  I  must  rejoice 
at  the  change  ;  but  as  an  American,  I  think  you  would  have 
done  more  essential  service  to  the  common  cause  in  Canada. 
For,  besides  the  advantage  of  speaking  and  thinking  in 
French,  an  officer  who  is  acquainted  with  their  manners  and 
customs,  and  has  travelled  in  their  country,  must  certainly 
take  the  strongest  hold  of  their  affection  and  confidence. 

You  mention  nothing  of  the  guard  that  went  with  you 
fi-om  hence.  Mr.  Palfrey  tells  me  you  intend  to  take  them 
witli  you.  As  it  will  create  great  confusion  in  the  regimen- 
tal accounts,  and  they  can  be  of  no  great  service  to  you,  I 
must  beg  you  will  let  them  remain  at  New-  York,  where 
they  will  be  soon  joined  by  their  respective  regiments,  t 
am  much  pleased  with  your  plans  for  the  defence  and  se- 
curity of  iSW'-YorA:.  What  you  may  leave  unfinished,  I 
shall  order  the  commanding  officer  to  complete  as  soon  as 
possible.  Lest  the  enemy  should  meet  with  favourable 
winds  on  their  passage,  and  get  there  before  our  Army,  I 
have  written  to  Govemour  Trumbull,  desiring  him  imme- 
diately to  forward  two  thousand  men,  and  have  also  request- 
ed one  thousand  from  the  Jerseys.  This,  with  the  force 
already  there,  I  hope  will  be  able  to  keep  the  Ministerial 
Army  at  bay  until  I  can  arrive  with  the  main  body.  I  most 
sincerely  wish  for  your  increase  of  health,  and  every  bless- 
ing,  and  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  affectionate  friend  and 

humble  servant,  r-  ^xr 

Oeorge  Washington. 

To  Mfijor-General  Lee. 


general    WASHINGTON   TO    MESHECH    WEARE. 

Cambridge,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  12th  instant  I  just  now  received, 
and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  the  approbation  which 
your  honourable  Council  are  pleased  to  express  of  my  con- 
duct respecting  the  operations  against  the  town  of  Boston, 
afford  me  the  highest  satisfaction. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  it  is  not  in  my  power,  at 
this  time,  to  comply  with  your  requisition  for  powder,  and 
to  make  a  return  of  what  was  generously  lent  for  the  Conti- 
nental use.  The  low  state  of  stock  of  that  article  will  not 
allow  me  to  spare  the  smallest  quantity  ;  but,  hoping  that  I 
may  get  a  further  supply  before  long  to  enable  me  to  do  it, 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  favour  me  with  an  ac- 
count of  what  you  have  furnished,  that  it  may  be  replaced 
as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit  of  it. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  Meshech  JVeare,  President  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  New- Hampshire, 
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GENERAL    SULLIVAN    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Winter-Hill,  March  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  regiment  under 
Colonel  Waldron,  with  the  arrangement  of  the  officers,  and 
desire  you  to  forward  the  commissions  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  Colonel  Waldron's 
was  the  first  complete  regiment  on  the  spot ;  and  is  by  far  the 
largest  and  best  that  came  from  cither  Colony.  His  Excel- 
lency consented  to  keep  the  nine  companies,  radier  than 
break  them.  They  are  allowed,  by  all  who  do  duty  with 
them,  to  be  excellent  officers  and  soldiers — always  willing  to 
do  their  duty  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness.  They  are  quiet, 
peaceable,  and  obedient ;  and  though  much  fault  was  found 
with  my  proceedings  in  selecting  the  officers,  I  must  now 
lake  the  liberty  of  boasting  of  my  judgment  in  the  choice, 
and  can  call  the  whole  brigade  to  witness  in  my  favour. 

I  hope,  gentlemen,  the  cruel  and  ungenerous  reflections 
upon  my  conduct,  thrown  out  by  some  persons  among  you, 
did  not  proceed  from  that  envious  disposition,  which  too 
often  proves  the  destruction  of  an  infant  State  struggling  for 
freedom.  I  sincerely  wish  that  those  zealots,  who  thought 
I  had  taken  too  much  upon  myself,  had  exerted  themselves 
to  fill  up  the  Canada  Regiment  with  as  many  good  men  as 
T  have  got  in  this,  and  not  have  left  us  to  lament  the  want 
of  assistance  to  our  distressed  friends  in  Canada,  and  to 
view  with  concern  a  regiment  not  half  completed,  which 
ought  to  have  marched  three  weeks  ago.  I  am  now  ordered 
to  march  for  New-  York  in  a  few  days :  those  persons  will 
then  have  no  more  fear  of  the  destruction  of  their  liberties 
from  a  person  who  has  spent  more  money,  undergone  more 
fatigue,  and  oftener  risked  his  life,  than  any  other  person  in 
your  Province ;  and  all  this  to  secure  that  freedom  which 
those  gentlemen  would  persuade  the  world  I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  destroy.  Gentlemen,  I  wish  your  Colony  all  possi- 
ble happiness,  and  would  do  everything  in  the  power  of 
man  to  secure  its  freedom,  and  even  feel  a  disposition  to  serve 
those  few  inveterate  foes  of  mine  that  yet  remain  among 
you,  and  convince  them  that  no  person  would  do  more  in 
the  cause  of  freedom  than  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Sullivan. 
To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety. 


CAPTAIN    SALTER    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    ASSEMBLY. 

Fort  Washington,  March  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  have 
posted  a  guard  on  Fort-Point,  at  New-Castle,  with  orders 
frequently  to  go  up  to  the  top  of  the  Light-house,  and  dili- 
gently to  observe  if  any  ships  appear  sailing  towards  this 
port ;  and,  on  discovery  of  the  same,  to  make  me  acquaint- 
ed, that  I  may  transmit  the  information,  without  loss  of 
time,  to  your  Honours  or  the  General. 

I  "had,  previous  to  your  instructions,  consulted  with  Cap- 
tain Eliphalet  Daniels,  and  agreed  with  each  other  the  pro- 
per signals  in  case  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy ;  and  on 
the  same  account  each  fort  has  erected  a  flag-staff,  and 
proper  signals  to  be  given,  which  will  alarm  both  town  and 
country  in  case  of  any  surprise ;  but  shall,  gentlemen,  send 
you  up  the  speediest  despatch,  should  any  enemy  appear. 
Our  signals  for  an  alarm  will  first  be  by  firing  a  four-poun- 
der from  Captain  Daniels's  fort  towards  the  town,  and  then 
to  be  answered  by  me. 

I  am,  with  every  degree  of  respect,  gendemen,  your  most 
humble  servant,  rr         o 

'  llTUS    SALTER. 


TO    the    people    of    VIRGINIA. 

Much  has  been  said  concerning  the  independence  of  the 
Colonies ;  .and  some  people  have  been  made  to  believe  that 
such  a  state  is  not  desirable,  and  that  we  should  wish  for 
no  more  liberty  than  we  enjoyed  in  1763.  But  let  any 
man  consider  that,  at  that  time,  we  were  restrained  from 
making  nails  and  hats,  and  might,  with  equal  justice,  have 
been  hindered  from  building  houses,  or  making  stockings  ; 
that  we  were  cruelly  and  wantonly  restricted  in  our  trade — 
in  some  instances,  as  it  were,  merely  to  show  that  we  were 
the  slaves  of  Britain.  Akhough  the  English  cannot  make 
wine,  raise  silk,  grow  olives,  citrons,  oranges,  or  lemons,  yet 
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we  were  forced  to  buy  these  articles  of  them  only,  and  were 
not  suffered  to  purchase  them  of  the  French,  the  Spaniards, 
•  or  Italians ;  and  although  all  Europe,  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  Finislerre,  had  been  starving  for  want  of  grain,  and 
we  had  it  in  our  power  to  supply  their  wants,  yet  we 
were  not  permitted  to  do  it.    Our  tobacco  trade  was  wholly 
engrossed  by  English  merchants ;  they  alone  had  the  privi- 
lege of  selling  this  invaluable  article  of  our  commerce  to  the 
Dutch,  FrcTich,  Spaniards,  Portuguese,  and  to  the  difll-rent 
States  up  the  Mediterranean.     The  King  nominated  all 
officers,  civil  and  military;  had  the  power  of  repealing  all 
our  laws,  however  necessary  to  our  security  and  happiness ; 
and  the  present  King  has  wantonly  and  cruelly  exerted  that 
power  in  repealing  an  act  of  our  Assembly,  for  obliging 
ships  to  perform  quarantine ;  and  another  for  preventing  the 
further  importation  of  slaves,  by  laying  heavy  duties  on  such 
as  should  be  imported.     The  King,  by  his  instructions  to 
his  Govemours,  could  dissolve  our  assemblies  at  pleasure, 
without  assigning  any  reason  for  so  doing,  as  he  has  fre- 
quently done.     He  had  a  right  to  keep  any  number  of 
troops  or  ships  in  our  Colonies  ;  which  right  he  will  never 
give  up.     He  could  build  forts  on  our  frontiers,  and  gar- 
rison them  as  he  pleased.    This  was  our  situation  in  1763  ; 
and   yet   some   people   are  weak  enough  to  wish  to  -be 
left  as  we  were  then,  as  they  express  it.     But,  good  God! 
were  we  not  abject  slaves?     We  wanted  but  the  name. 
Indeed,  we  were  treated  with  some  small  respect ;  and  it 
was  not  till  1763  that  we  were  openly  insulted  and  treated 
as  slaves.     The  English  have  certainly  looked  upon  us  as 
slaves,  or  they  would  have  carried  on  the  war  in  a  manner 
more  becoming  the  character  of  their  nation.     They  seem 
to  think — as  the  masters  of  slaves  in  the  West-Indies  do — 
(hat  no  method  is  imjustifiable  by  which  they  can  suppress 
an  insurrection  ;  nor  any  punishment  too  severe  to  be  inflict- 
ed on  revolted  slaves.   Our  masters  in  Britain,  though  they 
made  us  labour  and  toil  for  their  emolument,  yet  did  not 
attempt  to  take  from  us  the  little  we  had  been  permitted  to 
earn  for  ourselves.     In  this  respect,  they  were  as  indulgent 
to  us  as  we  are  to  our  poor  slaves ;  but  this  they  evidently 
looked  upon  as  an  instance  of  their  indulgence,  moderation, 
and  forbearance  ;  for  they  have  declared  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  (and  the  Royal  sanction  has  been  given  to  the 
declaration)  that  they  had,  have,  and  of  right  ought  to  have, 
a  power  to  make  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever ; 
that  is,  that  they  are  our  Kings,  Lords,  and  Masters.    Well, 
then,  may  Lord  North  and  General  Burgoyne  say,  that 
they  ask  no  more  than  that  America  should  be  in  the  situa- 
tion she  was  in  1763.     The  truth  is,  the  Ministry  do  not 
wish  that  we  were  more  enslaved  now  than  we  were  then ; 
but  tjiey  eamesdy  wish  we  would  be  as  passive.     Since  this 
is  the  case,  and  we  have  not  only  been  long  oppressed,  and, 
of  late,  grievously  so,  but  have  also  been  attacked  by  sea 
and  land ;  our  towns  and  private  houses  plundered  and 
burnt ;  our  property  snatched   from   us ;  our  countrymen 
dragged  from  their  very  beds  to  piratical  boats,  and  hurried 
on  board  men-of-war ;  our  negroes  taken  from  our  plantations, 
and  many  encouraged  to  leave  their  masters,  and  take  up 
arms  against  them — several  hundreds  of  whom  are  now  in 
arms  against  us — and  when  we  know  that  all  of  these  have 
been  invited  to  do  so ;  when  we  know  that  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment was  passed  to  encourage  the  Canadians  to  attack  us, 
and  that  a  skilfid  and  artful  General  was  sent  amongst  them 
to  lead  them  on  upon  us ;  and  when  we  know  what  pains 
have  been  taken  to  prevail  on  the  Indians  to  ravage  our 
frontiers,  (for  no  one  is  a  stranger  to  General  Carkton's, 
Dunmore's,  and  Connolly's  plots,) — I  say,  since  we  know 
these  things,  who  that  is  not  a  slave  indeed — who  that  has 
any  feelings,  or  the  least  spirit,  is  there  amongst  us  that 
would  hesitate  a  moment  to  declare  he  will  no  longer  sub- 
mit to  such  hard  restrictions  on  his  trade ;  that  he  will  not 
suffer  himself  and  his  posterity  to  be  so  cruelly  insulted  and 
oppressed ;  and  that  he  will  be  revenged  of  his  inhumaa 
plunderers  and  butchers  ?    Who,  when  he  finds  it  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  war  we  have  entered  into — a  most  just  and 
holy  war,  and  in  which  Heaven  has  peculiariy  favoured  us — 
who,  I  say,  can  hesitate  a  moment  to  make  use  of  all  the 
assistance  he  can  procure  to  prosecute  it  with  vigour?    And 
can  the  war  be  carried  on  with  any  prospect  of  success 
without  a  trade,  by  which  not  only  specie  may  be  procured 
for  the  payment  of  the  troops,  and  defraying  all  other  ex- 
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penses,  but  for  the  sinking  of  a  load  of  paper  money,  which, 
in  time,  without  an  exchange  for  specie,  must  become  of  no 
value  ?  ^A  trade  is  absolutely  necessary  to  procure  clothes, 
blankets,  nails,  and  even  arms  and  ammunition,  and  as 
necessary  to  enable  the  planter  and  farmer  to  pay  off  their 

{)roportion  of  the  taxes  which  must,  m  a  few  years,  be  col- 
ected  ;  as  well  as  to  enable  them  to  pay  dieir  mutual  debts, 
and  maintain  their  flimilies.  Foreigners  ought,  therefore,  to 
be  immediately  invited  to  trade  w  hh  us ;  but  this  they  can- 
not openly  do  witiiout  engaging  in  the  war  against  Britain ; 
and  it  is  not  worth  their  while  to  incur  the  expense  which 
must  attend  a  \\  ar,  unless  they  can  be  certain  that  they  shall 
always  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  trade  for  which  they  enter 
into  the  war.  If  they  were  once  assured  of  this,  there  is  no 
doubt  vve  should  enjoy,  not  only  the  benefit  of  a  free  and 
full  trade,  but  should  engage  in  our  quarrel  powerful  allies — 
allies  who  are  not  only  able  to  revenge  us  of  our  enemies, 
but  who  would  do  it  with  pleasure,  to  gratify  their  own  re- 
venge. England  deserves  this  at  our  hands :  she  who,  by 
our  assbtance,  was  raised  to  the  highest  pitch  of  glory  to 
which  any  nation  ever  arose,  has  spurned  at  us ;  has  levied 
a  cruel  war  against  us,  calling  in  to  her  assistance  Russians, 
Hanoverians,  Canadians,  Indians,  and  Negro  slaves.  I  say, 
she  deserves  that  we  should  declare  ourselves  independent 
of  her,  and  call  in  to  our  assistance  die  French  and  Span- 
iards ;  and  if  we  do  this,  we  shall  soon  be  amply  revenged 
on  her  for  her  ingratitude  and  cruelty,  and  shall  completely 
humble  her  pride,  and  exalt  oureelves  to  a  state  of  emi- 
nence and  glory,  and  become  tlie  envy  and  admiration  of 
mankind. 

If  our  trade  should  be  opened  to  Frame,  Spain,  and  the 
Mediterranean,  we  should  not  only  find  a  better  market  for 
our  tobacco  and  grain  of  all  sorts  than  we  have  ever  yet  met 
with,  but  we  should  readily  procure  all  the  necessaries  we 
may  want ;  and  the  trade  would  introduce  numbers  of  useful 
manufacturere  and  various  artists.  But,  as  it  has  been  ob- 
served above,  this  trade  cannot  be  procured  without  decla- 
ring ourselves  independent  States ;  nor  the  war  prosecuted 
effectually  without  a  trade,  or,  indeed,  without  a  maritime 
ally.  What  friend  to  his  country,  or  even  to  his  family, 
would  scruple  a  moment  to  declare  for  independence  ?  If 
a  powerful  fleet  and  army  should  suddenly  invade  our  coun- 
try, and  get  possession  of  the  lower  parts  of  it,  wasting  it 
with  fire  and  sword,  and  should  totally  put  a  stop  to  our 
trade,  and,  at  the  same  time,  should  supply  their  armies  from 
hence  with  provisions  of  every  sort,  and  enable  them  to  make 
a  complete  conquest  of  some  other  Colony,  we  should  then 
wish  we  had  called  in  the  assistance  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  fleets ;  or  if,  whilst  we  are  most  dutifully  whining 
after  our  mother  countiy,  France  should  choose  not  to  wait 
any  longer  for  offers  from  the  Congress,  but  should  agree 
with  England  to  share  the  plunder  of  ^w^rjca,  what  should 
we  say  for  ourselves?  But,  God  be  praised,  France  has 
waited  with  patience  ;  and  it  is  not  yet  too  late  to  ask  assist- 
ance of  her ;  and  she  seems  prepared  to  give  it ;  and,  if  she 
does,  England  must  desist  from  her  cruel  plan  of  enslaving 
the  Colonies,  and  will  think  herself  happy  to  come  in  for  a 
share  of  their  extensive  trade.  So  shall  peace  and  harmony 
be  restored  to  these  distracted  countries,  which  will  become 
great  and  flourishing  in  commerce,  arts,  and  sciences,  and 
will  flourish  as  long  as  they  enjoy  freedom,  and  practise 

virtue.  ,       , 

An  American. 
March  15,  1776. 


phia,  twenty  barrels  of  powder,  and  forward  it  to  us  by 
land,  to  serve  until  we  could  get  a  larger  supply ;  which 
they  promised  to  do,  so  soon  as  it  could  he  procured  there ; 
but  none  has  yet  come  to  hand,  and  we  are  very  uneasy 
lest  some  of  the  enemy's  cutters  should  come  up  this  river, 
to  desU'oy  our  vessels  before  they  are  in  a  posture  of  de- 
fence. As  this  equipment  will  be  as  beneficial  to  the  in- 
habitants on  the  nortli  side  of  the  Poiomack  as  to  those  on 
this  side,  we  doubt  not  the  disposition  of  your  Board  to  pro- 
mote it ;  and, under  these  circumstances,  we  take  the  liberty 
to  apply  to  you  for  the  loan  of  ten  barrels  of  the  powder 
lately  imported  for  your  Province  in  Captain  Conway^s  ves- 
sel, now  in  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Fotomack,  which 
shall  be  replaced  out  of  the  first  powder  we  receive  from 
the  northward,  or  elsewhere.  If  ten  barrels  cannot  be 
spared,  even  five  or  six  barrels  would  be  very  serviceable, 
and  might  answer  our  purpose  until  the  supply  we  expect 
from  Philadelphia  arrives. 

We  beg  the  favour  of  an  immediate  answer,  and  hope 
that  the  urgency  and  importance  of  the  business  will  excuse 
the  trouble  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give  you. 

We  are,  with  much  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient servants,  r<    ht 

'  G.  Mason, 

John  Dalton. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


G.    MASON  AND  JOHN  DALTON  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF 
SAFETY. 

Fairfax  County,  Virginia,  March  15,  1770. 

Gentlemen:  Being  employed,  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  this  Colony,  to  fit  out  three  armed  cruisere  and 
two  row-galleys,  for  the  protection  of  Potomack  River,  we 
have,  in  consequence  thereof,  bought  three  sloops,  the  largest 
of  which  (called  the  American  Congress)  will  mount  four- 
teen carriage-guns,  six  and  four-pounders,  and  be  manned 
with  about  ninety  men.  We  are  now  raising  the  company 
of  Marines,  which  will  be  completed  in  a  few  days.  She 
has  most  of  her  guns  mounted.  The  shot  are  now  castimr 
at  a  furnace  in  tlie  neighbourhood ;  and  if  we  had  powder, 
she  would  be  very  soon  fit  for  action.  We  wrote  to  our 
Delegates  at  the  Congress,  to  purchase  for  us,  in  Philadel- 


BENJAMIN    MACKALL    to    MARYLAND    COCNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Calvert  County,  March  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  left  the  mouth  oiPatuxent  on  Wednesday, 
where  I  saw  Captain  Thomas,  who  requested  me  (as  he  had 
no  materials  then  to  write  with)  to  inform  the  Council  of 
Safety  that  he  thought  a  Virginia  Pilot-Boat,  which  was 
stopped  by  our  guard  some  days  ago,  would  be  very  useful 
either  for  conveying  the  troops  from  Calvert  to  St.  Mary's, 
or  taking  any  small  tenders  which  might  come  in  our  river ; 
that  the  owner  was  very  desirous  of  selling  her ;  and  that 
he  would  take  a  reasonable  price,  sooner  than  return  to  Vir- 
ginia, as  he  was  apprehensive  of  being  taken.  If  you  should 
be  of  opinion  that  such  a  vessel  will  be  of  any  advantage  to 
the  Province,  hope  you  will  inform  me  or  Captain  Thomas 
by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  Committee  of  Observation  of  this  County  met  on 
Monday  last,  in  consequence  of  your  last  letter,  and  em- 
powered me  to  appoint  a  number,  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred men,  to  watch  our  coast ;  and  as  tlie  man-of-war  and 
tenders  then  lay  at  anchor  off  the  cliffs,  I  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  station  a  guard  of  seventy-eight  men,  exclusive  of 
officers,  to  prevent  their  landing.  Those  men  continued 
under  arms  till  Wednesday,  when  I  discharged  all  but  two 
Lieutenants  and  twenty-five  privates,  who  are  now  stationed 
at  Drum  Point,  there  to  remain  until  Captain  BeulVs  Com- 
pany of  Regulars  comes  down.  The  man-of-war  and  ten- 
ders passed  the  mouth  of  Patuxent  on  Tuesday  evening. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

^^'■^''"^'  Benjamin  Mackall,  4th. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


JAMES    MURRAY   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Cambridge,  March  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  From  the  sudden  alarm  which  the  sloop- 
of-war  and  her  tenders  have  this  week  occasioned,  it  was 
thought  necessary  to  order  the  Militia  of  this  County  on 
duty,  to  guard  the  frontier  on  the  bay  shore.  Sic,  which 
they  cheerfully  complied  with ;  but  previous  thereto,  were 
under  the  necessity  of  making  application  for  arms  and  am- 
munition. We  were  in  hopes  that,  when  it  came  to  the  test, 
we  should  find  many  of  them  prepared  with  private  pro- 
perty in  ammunition ;  but  in  this  we  find  we  were  deceived. 
There  remained  with  us  a  barrel  of  powder  and  some  ball, 
sent  (mm  JSewtown  last  fall  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  which 
we  have  distributed,  though  it  appears  to  be  very  indiffe- 
rent, and  not  such  as  we  think  men  ought  to  hazard  their 
lives  witli.  This  has  gone  but  a  small  way  in  supplying 
the  companies. 

The  people  grow  exceedingly  clamorous.  W^e  have  been 
under  a  necessity  of  distributing  what  little  we  have  of  pri- 
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vate  property;  but  the  whole  ])iit  tosjether  would  scarce 
make  three  rounds  apiece  for  the  companies.  To  what 
lengtlis  they  may  <ro,  if  not  supplied,  we  cannot  say  ;  but 
fear  when  they  find  that,  upon  repeated  api)lications,  tiiey 
are  not  supplied  with  the  means  of  defence,  they  may  de- 
spond, and  tamely  submit  to  such  ravages  as  these  barba- 
rians may  think  proper  to  commit.  From  the  late  conduct 
of  the  men  of  our  County,  we  liave  not  the  least  doubt  of 
their  spirit  and  firmness,  and  are  fully  satisfied  they  will 
make  a  bold  and  resolute  stand  in  defence  of  the  liberties 
of  their  country,  if  properly  furnished  with  arms  and  am- 
munition. 

We  ,are  daily  in  expectation  of  another  visit  from  the 
enemy,  and  have  therefore  thought  it  our  indispensable  duty 
to  lay  the  weik  and  defenceless  state  of  our  County  be- 
fore you ;  not  doubting  but  that,  on  your  being  thus  truly 
informed  of  our  situation,  you  will  immediately  order  us 
such  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  as  may  be  neces- 
sary for  the  defence  of  the  County  ;  as  without  it,  we  shall 
be  under  the  dreadful  necessity  of  submitting  to  such  depre- 
dations as  our  enemies  may  think  proper  to  commit. 

It  is  currently  reported  and  believed  here,  that  the  arms 
and  ammunition  for  this  Province  are  arrived  at  Philadel- 
phia ;■  and  if  this  report  is  true,  and  we  cannot,  in  our  dis- 
tressed situation,  be  more  expeditiously  supplied,  we  would 
undertake,  by  your  directions,  to  send  a  wagon  or  two  to 
Philadelphia  for  arms  and  ammunition,  if  you  think  proper 
to  give  an  order  for  the  delivery  of  them  to  us. 

Captain  Woolford  has  now  upwards  of  eighty  men  of 
his  company  inlisted.  They  are  a  daily  expense  to  the 
Province,  and,  in  their  present  situation,  of  no  real  service, 
there  being  but  one  man  of  the  whole  that  has  a  gun. 

We  beg  leave  to  report  to  you,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Ennalk, 
nominated  as  the  Supervisor  of  our  Saltpetre  Works,  has  re- 
fused to  act.  We  have  advertised  for  anotlier,  and  as  soon 
as  the  vacancy  is  filled,  shall  inform  you. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  regard  and  esteem,  your  obedi- 
ent humble  servants. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Observation : 

James  Murray. 

To  tlie  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  oi  Maryland. 

P.  S.  We  have  given  Captain  Woolford  an  order  on 
Captain  Robinson  for  the  Province  anns,  which  he  received 
from  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Kent  County ;  and 
we  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  completely  arm  his  and  the 
other  Independent  Companies  stationed  on  your  Shore. 

Upon  the  late  alarm,  some  powder  was  given  into  the 
hands  of  the  Militia  on  this  side  the  bay ;  and  we  fear  it 
will  be  difficult  to  collect  the  greatest  part  of  it  again,  and 
that  too  much  of  what  remains  with  the  people  will  be  lost 
to  the  publick.  We  recommend  it  to  you,  therefore,  to  de- 
liver to  the  Captains  on  the  water  side  as  much  as  you 
may  conceive  will  he  sufficient,  (taking  their  receipts,)  with 
orders  not  to  distribute  it  among  their  respective  companies 
until  there  is  a  real  necessity ;  and  to  keep  the  residue 
in  some  convenient  part  of  your  County,  where,  upon 
any  emergency,  the  other  companies  may  be  readily  sup- 
plied. 

JONATHAN   BEALL   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Prince  George's  County,  March  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Permit  me  to  trouble  you  with  these  lines,  on 
the  arrival  of  gunpowder  in  Potomack,  for  the  publick  use, 
and  to  inform  you  of  the  great  desire  and  expectation  of  the 
people  that  a  part  of  it  will  be  allotted  to  the  use  of  this 
County,  (particulariy  the  Potomack  part  of  it,)  where  the 
people  much  wish  to  be  provided,  as  well  as  may  be,  from 
the  apprehension  of  an  anned  force  soon  proceeding  up  the 
river  to  Alexandria,  which,  you  know,  lies  about  opposite 
to  the  centre  of  this  County,  on  the  Potomack  side.  We 
have  five  companies  on  this  river  in  the  Piscataivay  Dis- 
trict, and  four  or  five  in  that  of  Bladensburgh. 

The  wisdom  of  the  Council  of  Safety  will  direct  the 
quantity,  and  how  to  be  ordered  in  the  disposition  ;  but  I 
will  take  leave  to  submit,  whether  it  may  not  be  thought 
best  to  have  it  lodged  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
of  Observation  at  Bladensburgh  and  Piscataway,  presuming 
it  will  not  be  thought  proper  to  deliver  it  into  the  hands  of 
the  people,  for  obvious  reasons.     I  think  there  are  some  of 


the  Captains  on  whose  undoubted  care  dependance.  might 
be  had  ;  but  I  fear  there  are  some  others  whose  prudence  on 
such  occasions  may  be  doubtful.  This  causes  me  to  think 
of  its  being  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation in  each  neighbourhood  where  it  is  lodged,  as  the 
most  proper  method. 

The  people  had  begun  to  be  somewhat  dispirited,  on 
account  of  want  of  arms  and  ammunition,  especially  the 
latter.  There  is  an  obvious  change  since  the  arrival  of  this 
powder,  (the  article  most  wanted,)  from  the  expectation  of 
their  being  furnished  therewith.  This  being  done,  I  make 
no  doubt  the  inhabitants  in  these  parts  will  prove  as  spirited 
as  in  any  part  of  the  Province. 

They  are  on  a  sudden  more  active  in  getting  their  fii-e- 
anns  in  order,  on  this  prospect  of  getting  powder.  We  are 
busy  casting  bullets  and  buckshot,  of  which  I  believe  we 
can  make  out  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred  pounds.  We  are 
also  tolerably  well  off  for  gun-flints,  the  Committee  having, 
last  summer,  purchased  all  the  lead  and  flints  they  could 
lay  tlieir  hands  on.  I  am  in  hopes  we  can  manage  to  have 
better  than  half  of  our  people  provided  with  fire-locks ;  but 
several  of  them  can  only  be  used  for  want  of  better.  I 
wish  we  could  be  happy  enough  to  be  better  furnished  ;  but 
we  must  do  the  best  we  can.  I  know  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  of  Safety,  and  with  a  real  pleasure  can  say  I  have 
a  confidence  in  them,  and  that  they  will  do  the  best  in  this, 
as  well  as  every  other  part  of  their  duty.  I  freely  express 
these  sentiments  to  the  people.  Your  candour  will  not  think 
there  is  any  flattery  in  this  declaration — there  is  really  none. 
But  I  think  it  not  at  all  improper  to  express  myself  freely, 
and  shall  do  so  more  Irom  your  last  letter.  The  infonnation 
you  there  mention  to  hav^eceived  from  this  County,  I  think 
must  have  a  very  slight  Toundation.  Should  the  Council 
think  it  convenient  to  allot  a  pound  of  powder  per  man  for 
the  numbers  in  the  several  Potomack  Companies,  I  believe 
it  would  have  a  great  and  good  effect  on  the  spirits  of  the 
people.  As  the  companies  on  the  Patuxent  lie  less  exposed, 
there  may  not  be  thought  so  great  an  allowance  necessary 
as  on  Potomack,  where  we  must  expect  any  attack  on  these 
parts  most  likely  to  be. 

I  would  wish  to  be  understood  as  to  my  sentiments  of  the 
powder  being  lodged  under  the  direction  of  the  Committees 
of  Piscataway  and  Bladensburgh,  not  to  mean  jointly;  but 
that  a  part  be  lodged  with  each  place,  under  the  direction 
of  those  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  in  each  neigh- 
bourhood, that  no  obstruction  to  the  use,  when  required, 
may  take  place.  But  after  taking  the  freedom  to  trouble 
you  with  so  much,  I  submit  the  whole  to  the  determination 
of  the  Council. 

Please  offer  my  best  compliments  to  the  worthy  members 
of  your  able  Council,  and  be  assured  (to  you  and  them)  I 
am,  with  real  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  humble  ser- 

^^"  '  Jonathan  Beall. 

To  the  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 

I  hope  to  hear  of  your  recovery  from  your  late  lameness. 
Several  gentlemen,  deserving  attention  in  this  County,  have 
asked  my  mentioning  them  to  the  Council,  as  desirous  of 
acting  as  officers  in  any  other  regular  force  that  may  be 
raised  in  this  Province,  either  Continental  or  Provincial. 
The  names  follow,  viz : 

Luke  Marbury,  John  Addison,  Hezekiah  Wheeler,  Tho- 
mas Dent,  John  Beams,  William  Duvall,  Walter  Cox, 
John  Burgess.  The  three  first  are  Captains  in  the  Militia, 
and  hope  to  have  not  a  town  commission.    As  above,  &;c. 

M.    GIST    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  March  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  sundry  accounts  open  against  me 
for  iron  pots,  ammunition-chests,  making  hunting-shirts,  re- 
pairing houses  for  barracks,  guard-house,  &c.,  &;c.,  the 
amount  of  which  I  cannot  as  yet  ascertain,  I  have  to  re- 
quest your  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  to  discharge  the  above  bills,  which  shall  be  ac- 
counted for  by,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, M.  Gist. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

N.  B.  The  bearer,  Lieutenant  Winder,  waits  upon  you 
for  tlie  order  M.  G. 
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AVILLIAM    LUX    TO    DANIEL    OF    ST.    THOMAS    JENIFER. 

Baltimore,  March  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Captain  Nicholson  is  very  desirous  of  having 
twenty  Riflemen  among  liis  Marines,  and  has  sent  to  Fre- 
derick, where  he  is  Ukely  to  succeed.  Of  course  he  will 
want  the  rifles.  They  will  cost  six  pounds  apiece.  Please 
to  consult  your  Council,  and  let  ine  know  immediately,  as 
Captain  Brown  has  an  offer  of  ten  very  fine  ones,  and  the 
otliers  can  be  got  at  Frederick. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  arrival  of  the  brig  Wild  Duck. 
I  supjx)se  you  will  want  our  part  of  the  cargo.  Mr.  Bowley 
is  gone  to  Philadelphia.  As  soon  as  I  hear  from  him,  I 
will  wait  on  you,  unless  you  come  to  Baltimore,  which  I 
believe  is  safest. 

I  ajn,  honourable  sir,  your  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

William  Lux. 

To  the  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 


MARYLAND     COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN     NICHOLSON. 

[No.  59.]  Annapolis,  March  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  spirited  and  prudent  conduct  which  you  mani- 
fested in  repelling  the  late  hostile  attack  on  the  persons  and 
properties  of  your  fellow-citizens,  and  defeating  the  designs 
and  attempts  of  our  invaders,  give  us  real  satisfaction,  and 
entitle  you  to  our  thanks.  We,  therefore,  with  pleasure  re- 
turn them  to  you,  and  desire  you  will  also  communicate 
tliem  to  the  volunteers  that  accompanied  you,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  under  your  command,  as  our  acknowledg- 
ments are  likewise  due  to  their  gallantry. 
We  are,  &.c. 

To  Captain  James  Nicholson,  Commander  of  the  Ship  De- 
fence. 


MABTLAND  COUNCIL  OF    SAFETY  TO    DELEGATES    IN    CON- 
GRESS. 
[No.  60.]  Annapolis,  March  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  requested  Mr.  Bowley  to  pur- 
chase, on  account  of  this  Province,  the  private  adventures 
of  powder  imported  in  the  Wild  Duck,  Captain  Tibbett, 
lately  arrived  in  Delaware,  at  such  price  as  you  may  advise. 
We  therefore  desire  your  assistance  in  that  matter ;  and  are, 
gentlemen. 

Yours,  Stc. 

To  the  Deputies  of  Maryland  in  Congress. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    NEW-JERSEY    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  From  the  intelligence  lately  received  both 
from  Boston  and  England,  there  is  but  too  much  reason  to 
believe  our  implacable  enemies  are  determined  to  bend 
their  force  against  New-York,  and  endeavour  to  possess 
themselves  of  that  important  post. 

The  Congress  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  order 
Colonel  Dayton's  Battalion  thither,  and  rely  that  you  will 
exert  your  most  strenuous  endeavours  in  amiing  and  for- 
warding them.  But  lest  the  enemy  should  come  before 
our  troops  are  prepared  to  receive  them,  or  in  case  they 
should  come  with  a  superior  force,  the  Congress  have  em- 

Kowered  the  Continental  commander  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
lilitia  of  that  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  agreeable  to 
the  enclosed  resolve  ;  and  I  am  directed  to  request  you  to 
hold  your  Militia  in  readiness  to  march  in  such  numbers, 
and  at  such  times,  as  he  may  desire. 

The  alertness  and  zeal  you  have  hitherto  shown,  render 
it  unnecessary  to  use  any  arguments  to  enforce  this  request. 
I  trust,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  our  united  and  spirited  ex- 
ertions will  baffle  the  designs  of  our  enemies,  and,  notwith- 
standing all  their  attempts,  secure  and  preserve  the  liberties 
of  our  country. 

I  am,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  ,         ,»  t.     • , 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Nete- Jersey. 


PRESIDENT    or    CONGRESS    TO    NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  it  is  now  apparent  that  onr  enemies 
mean  to  prosecute  this  cruel  and  unjust  war  with  unrelent- 
ing fury,  and  as  every  intelligence  assures  us  that  they  mean 
to  bend  th(>ir  force  against  your  Colony,  I  would  not  do  you 
the  injustice  to  suppose  there  will  be  any  occasion  to  use 
arguments  to  stimulate  you  to  exert  your  most  strenuous 
endeavours  to  expedite  the  raising  and  arming  the  battalions 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  your  Colony  for  its  defence. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  commissions  for  the  Field-Officers. 
If  any  of  tliem  are  provided  for  in  Canada,  they  are  to  con- 
tinue there,  and  others  will  be  elected  in  their  room.  Such  of 
them  as  are  in  Canada,  and  unprovided  for,  have  orders  imme- 
diately to  repair  to  their  respective  regiments.  Lest  our  ene- 
mies should  come  upon  you  before  the  Continental  Troops 
can  be  in  readiness  to  receive  them,  or  in  case  they  should 
come  with  superior  force,  the  Congress  have  thought  proper 
to  empower  the  Continental  commander  at  New-York  to 
call  to  his  assistance  the  Militia  of  your  Colony,  and  that  of 
Connecticut  and  New-Jersey,  agreeable  to  the  enclosed  re- 
solve. And  I  have  it  in  command  to  request  you  to  hold 
your  Militia  in  readiness  to  march  in  such  numbers,  and  at 
such  time,  as  he  may  desire. 

The  Congress  have  ordered  five  tons  of  powder  for  the 
use  of  the  troops  employed  in  your  defence,  which  will  bo 
forwarded  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

The  Colonel  of  the  Thiid  Battalion  is  not  appointed,  for 
reasons  that  will  be  mentioned  by  your  Delegates,  to  whose 
letter  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble 


servant. 


John  Hancock,  President. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  oi New-York. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Philadelphia,  March  15,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letters  of 
the  12th  and  13th,  which  were  immediately  laid  before 
Congress. 

Whatever  may  be  the  designs  of  General  Howe,  it  ap- 
pears, from  all  the  intelligence  received,  more  than  probable 
that  the  Ministry  will  make  an  effort  to  gain  possession  of 
New- York.  It  is  therefore  the  desire  of  Congress  by  all 
possible  means  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  that  place. 
They  have  the  satisfaction  to  find,  by  the  report  of  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  confer  with  General  Lee  on  that  sub- 
ject, that  though  the  City  of  New-  York  cannot  easily  be 
made  defensible  against  an  attack  by  sea,  yet  it  may  be 
made  an  advantageous  field  of  battle,  and  that,  by  works 
thrown  up  in  proper  places,  the  enemy  may  be  prevented 
from  gaining  possession  of  it,  and  making  it  a  place  of  arms. 
It  is  therefore  the  desire  of  Congress  that  you  would  exert 
the  utmost  diligence  in  erecting  the  worlds  and  perfecting  the 
defences  agreeable  to  the  plan  he  left  you. 

By  the  enclosed  resolves,  you  will  perceive  the  Congress 
have  voted  eight  tliousand  men  for  the  defence  of  the  Colo- 
ny of  New-  York.  Three  battalions  and  a  company  of  Rifle- 
men fiom  Pennsylvania,  and  one  battalion  from  New-Jer- 
sey, are  ordered  to  join  you  with  all  expedition.  Colonel 
Irvine's  Battalion  and  the  Rifle  Company  are  said  to  be 
completely  armed.  The  rest  are  not  so  well  provided  as 
could  be  wished ;  but  by  the  resolve  for  taking  the  arms 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  disaffected  and  non-Associators,  it 
is  hoped  they  may  be  soon  supplied.  As  the  tempest  ap- 
proaches, and  threatens  to  burst  upon  them,  I  flatter  myself 
the  Convention  of  New-York  will  strain  every  nerve  in 
speedily  raising  and  arming  the  four  battalions  ordered  to 
be  raised  there  for  the  defence  of  their  Colony. 

Until  these  battalions  can  be  got  ready,  the  Congress 
approve  your  calling  some  Militia  to  your  aid  ;  and  I  am  di- 
rected to  request  the  Governour  of  Connecticut,  and  tlu;  Con- 
ventions of  Netv-  York  and  Netv- Jersey,  to  hold  their  Mili- 
tia in  readiness  to  march  in  such  numbers,  and  at  such  times, 
as  may  be  desired  by  the  commander  of  the  forces  at  New- 
York.  This  large  power,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  be  exer- 
cised with  the  greatest  discretion  as  the  exigence  of  affairs 
may  require.     The  Congress  have  a  just  sense  of  tlie  im- 
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portance  of  defending  New-  York ;  but  as  they  conceive  this 
may  be  done  by  the  means  pointed  out,  they  would  not  have 
the  measures  interrupted  which  are  taken  for  accomphshing 
their  views  in  Canada.  I  liave  it,  therefore,  in  command, 
to  direct  you  to  order  tlie  troops  destined  for  Canada  to  pro- 
ceed on  their  marcii  agreeably  to  their  former  orders. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Stirling,  at  New-  York. 

The  enclosed  letter  for  Govemour  Trumbull,  I  beg  the 
favour  you  will  immediately  forward  to  him  by  a  fresh  ex- 
press, and  return  to  me  the  man  I  send  to  you  as  soon  as 
your  despatches  are  ready. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GOVERNODR    TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia,  March  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  Tiie  intelligence  received  from  sundry-  quarters  puts 
it  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  Ministry  have  tlieir  eyes  upon 
New-  York,  and  mean  by  their  troops  to  make  a  diversion 
there.  Whether  this  will  be  done  by  General  Howe,  or  by 
forces  coming  from  Britain,  is  uncertain.  But  as  that  is  a 
place  of  great  importance,  the  Congress  are  anxious  to  de- 
vise means  for  its  defence.  For  this  purpose,  they  have 
ordered  a  number  of  battalions  to  be  raised ;  but  for  want 
of  the  supplies  expected  from  abroad,  those  that  are  raised 
are  very  deficient  in  arms.  Measures,  however,  are  taking 
to  procure  arms  for  them  in  another  way.  In  the  mean 
time,  (lest  an  attack  should  be  made  before  our  forces  are 
prepared  to  receive  them,  or  in  case  the  enemy  should  come 
with  a  superior  force,)  the  Congress  have  thought  it  pmdent 
to  empower  the  Continental  commander  at  Nexv-  York  to 
call  in  the  aid  of  the  Militia  from  that  and  the  neighbouring 
Colonies.  And  I  have  it  in  command,  to  request  you, 
agreeably  to  the  enclosed  resolve,  to  hold  your  Militia  in 
readiness  to  march  in  such  numbers,  and  at  such  times,  as 
he  may  desire. 

The  importance  of  the  service,  and  the  distinguished  zeal 
you,  sir,  and  the  good  people  of  your  Colony,  have  dis- 
covered in  this  glorious  struggle,  give  the  strongest  assu- 
rance that  you  will  comply  with  this  request,  and  exert  your 
utmost  efforts  to  repel  our  hostile  invaders,  and  prevent  them 
from  gaining  possession  of  a  post  from  which  tliey  may  so 
much  annoy  these  Colonies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 
honourable  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Govemour  Trumbull,  at  Lebanon,  Con- 
necticut. 


PRESIDENT    or    CONGRESS    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Philadelphia,  March  15,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  this 
morning.  Since  the  express  set  off,  I  have  received  your 
letter  of  the  14th,  which  was  immediately  communicated  to 
Congress.  In  consequence  of  which,  I  have  it  in  com- 
mand to  direct  you  to  send  forward  the  powder  destined 
for  Cambridge,  unless  you  have  received  express  advice 
from  General  Washington  that  the  enemy's  fleet  and  army 
have  quitted  Boston,  and  sailed  out  of  that  harbour. 

The  five  tons  of  powder  which  I  mentioned  in  my  letter 
of  this  morning,  to  be  intended  for  the  troops  under  your 
command,  will  be  sent  forward  with  all  possible  despatch. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  obe- 
dient humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Lord  Stirling,  at  New-York. 


JOSEPH    reed    to    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  15,  1776. 

My  dear  General  :  This  morning  your  express  arrived, 
with  an  account  of  the  interesting  events  which  have  taken 
place  since  this  month  began.  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate 
you  on  appearances  so  favourable  to  the  interests  of  our 
country,  and  your  own  character ;  not  that,  in  my  opinion, 
it  was  the  least  clouded  by  your  inactivity,  as  the  causes 


were  well  known  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  enterprise  and  suc- 
cess give  a  brilliance  and  lustre,  which  cannot  be  unaccept- 
able to  a  good  mind.  We  shall  be  very  anxious  for  further 
accounts,  as  these  have  left  you  at  a  critical  period  of  sus- 
pense, when  we  are  led  to  expect  some  very  important 
change  may  soon  happen. 

I  shall  be  careful  of  your  confidential  account  of  your 
Council  of  War.  I  wish  the  event  may  prove  me  mistaken, 
but  I  am  strongly  possessed  with  an  idea  that  some  members 
of  your  Council  never  will  concur  in  any  measure  which 
leads  to  danger ;  and  I  think  you  will  make  less  and  less  use 
of  them  in  that  way  every  day  you  are  with  them. 

Thomas,  I  presume  you  know,  is  made  a  Major-General, 
and  ordered  to  Canada,  where  old  Wooster  was  throwing 
everything  into  confusion,  and  a  superior  officer  was  nece^ 
sary  to  keep  the  peace.  I  do  not  much  like  their  thus 
taking  away  the  men  on  whom  you  may  most  trust ;  but 
your  camp  is  considered  as  a  school,  and  I  fear  the  service 
will  require  all  their  separated  attention  and  ability.  I  wrote 
you  before,  that  General  Lee  was  ordered  to  Virginia,  Arm- 
strong to  South- Carolina,  and  Thompson  to  New-York. 

We  have  everything  to  fear  from  the  southward :  a  cursed 
spirit  of  disaffection  has  appeared  in  the  back  parts  of  North 
and  South-Carolina,v^\nch,  if  not  subdued  before  the  forces 
arrive  from  England,  will  prove  a  most  formidable  piece  of 
business,  especially  when  connected  with  the  hosts  of  Ne- 
groes in  the  lower  part  of  the  country.  Instead  of  painting 
their  strength  and  power  of  resistance  in  ostentatious  ternis, 
as  is  the  fashion  of  some  folks,  the  gentlemen  of  that  coun- 
try acknowledge  their  weakness,  and  dread  the  consequences. 
I  am  really  concerned  for  old  Armstrong ;  I  think  the  cli- 
mate will  destroy  him. 

You  have  had  much  reason  to  think  the  Congress  neglect 
your  camp  in  the  article  of  ammunition ;  but  I  hope  by  the 
time  this  reaches  you,  ten  tons  of  our  last  importation  will 
be  in  your  camp.  The  vessel  brought  but  tliree  hundred 
stand  of  arms,  but  they  are  the  best  yet  imported. 

\i  Howe  should  leave  Boston,  we  expect  he  will  make 
for  New-York;  and,  at  all  events,  we  look  upon  that  as  one 
of  the  scenes  of  the  summer  business :  in  the  former  case,  I 
find  it  supposed  you  will  move  southward.  By  General  Lee's 
account,  no  dependance  is  to  be  put  on  their  professions,  and 
the  late  delegation  from  Congress  came  back  with  a  very 
slender  opinion  of  their,  conduct,  which  is  timid  and  trim- 
ming to  the  greatest  degree.  I  am  glad  you  have  informed 
me  how  the  matter  stood  with  the  Connecticut  men.  I  had 
no  doubt  but  the  step  you  took  was  founded  ujx)n  necessity, 
which  would  justify  the  directing  troops  to  be  raised  ;  but  I 
found  it  gave  an  alarm  to  some  folks,  and  I  believe  I  hinted 
it  in  a  former  letter ;  but  your  state  must,  and,  I  doubt  not,  has 
given  perfect  satisfaction.  I  hav^  thought  it  a  duty  I  owe 
you  to  mention  anything  of  this  kind  occurring,  as  your  dis- 
tance might  otherwise  prevent  a  suitable  explanation. 

Most  of  your  camp  equipage  will  be  completed  this  week, 
or  the  beginning  of  next.  I  shall  obey  your  commands  with 
respect  to  the  wagon  and  hoi-ses.  There  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty about  the  money,  should  the  Treasurer  here  have  any 
scruples,  as  I  shall  advance  it,  and  we  can  settle  that  when 
we  meet.  I  had  ordered  the  tables,  and  several  other 
things  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  necessary,  though  not  in 
your  order.  I  hope,  when  you  see  them,  they  will  prove 
agreeable.  I  have  consulted  economy  as  much  as  I  thought 
consistent  with  your  rank  and  station.  Most  of  our  workmen 
are  such  strangers  to  these  things  that  they  are  very  slow 
and  tedious.  Two  of  the  tents  are  finished,  and  the  other  just 
completed.  I  am  never  happier  than  when  I  am  on  your 
business,  so  that  you  may  depend  upon  it  that  I  shall  spare 
no  pains  to  have  them  done  in  the  best  manner,  and  for- 
warded with  the  greatest  expedition. 

The  destruction  of  the  mortars  is  very  extraordinary;  there 
certainly  must  be  some  want  of  skill  in  the  management  of 
them. 

I  suppose  old  Putt  was  to  command  the  detachment  in- 
tended for  Boston,  on  the  5th  instant,  as  I  do  not  know  any 
officer  but  himself  who  could  have  been  depended  on  for 
so  hazardous  a  service.  Should  Howe  decamp,  I  cannot 
say  I  should  much  regret  that  day's  passing  over  so  quietly, 
as,  if  the  troops  had  behaved  well,  there  would  have  been  a 
great  loss ;  and,  if  ill,  would  have  ruined  your  whole  plan. 

We  have  some  accounts  from  Virginia,  that  Colonel 
Henry  has  resigned  in  disgust  at  not  being  made  a  General 
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Officer ;  but  it  ratlier  gives  satisfiiction  than  otherwise,  as  his 
abilities  seem  better  calculated  for  the  Senate  than  the  field. 
We  have  no  very  late  accounts  from  thence.  A  man-of-war 
and  some  tenders  lately  went  up  to  Baltimore,  and  gave  them 
an  alarm,  which  drove  all  their  women,  children,  and  valu- 
able effects,  out  of  town  ;  but  we  have  heard  nothing  since. 
Poor  Frye !    Heaven  and  earth  was  moved  to  get  him 

in he  was  everything  that  was  great  and  wonderful ;  now, 

I  suppose  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  him. 

Not  a  syllable  yet  from  our  fleet — it  is  four  weeks  to-mor- 
row since  tliey  left  our  Capes.  Should  they  fall  in  with  the 
twelve  men-of-war  conveying  the  transiKDrts  to  Virginia,  it 
'is  all  over  with  them ;  and  we  think  there  is  very  great  dan- 
ger of  it.     My  next  must  certainly  give  some  intelligence. 

Now  for  our  own  news.     The  packet  arrived  last  week 
at  Neiv-York,  and  in  her  came  passenger  Mr.  Robert  Tem- 
ple, (ow  ner  of  the  late  beautiful  fami  below  our  lines.)   He 
came  to  town  last  night.   The  report  is,  that,  in  papers  under 
his  buttons,  he  has  brought  a  letter  from  Arthur  Lee,  ad- 
vising that  the  Commissioners  were  coming  out  instructed  to 
settle  the  dispute:  to  get  from  us  as  much,  as  they  can  ;  but, 
if  peace  cannot  be  had  on  their  terms,  to  make  it  oii  ours. 
I  mention  it  to  you  as  a  report ;  for  to  me  it  seems  so  incon- 
sistent with  all  that  we  have  seen  and  heard,  that  I  do  not 
believe  a  word  of  it.     I  shall  get  more  certain  intelligence 
soon  of  his  business ;  and  it  shall  make  a  part  of  my  next  letter. 
We  every  moment  expect  to  hear  of  these  gentry's  arrival; 
they  are,  if  possible,  to  treat  with  tiie  Assemblies,  but  if 
that  cannot  be  obtained,  then  widi  Congress.    A  litde  time 
will  show  what  we  are  to  expect  from  diis  new  project. 
For  my  part,  I  can  see  noUiing  to  be  hoped  from  it,  but  it 
has  laid  fast  hold  of  some  here,  and  made  its  impression  on 
the  Congress.    It  is  said  the  Virginians  are  so  alarmed  with 
llie  idea  of  independence,  that  they  have  sent  Mr.  Braxton 
on  purpose  to  turn  the  vote  of  that  Colony,  if  any  question 
on  that  subject  should  come  before  Congress.     To  tell  you 
the  truth,  my  dear  sir,  I  am  infinitely  more  afraid  of  these 
Commissioners  than  their  Generals  and  Annies.  If  dieir  pro- 
positions are  plausible,  and  behaviour  artful,  I  am  appre- 
hensive they  will  divide  us :  there  is  so  much  suspicion  in 
Congress,  and  so  much  party  on  this  subject,  that  very  little 
more  fuel  is  required' to  kindle  die  flame.     It  is  high  time 
for  the  Colonies  to  begin  a  gradual  change  of  Delegates ; 
private  pique,  prejudice,  and  suspicion,  will  make  its  way  into 
tlie  breasts  of  even  good  men,  sitting  long  in  such  a  coun- 
cil as  ours  ;  and  whenever  that  is  the  case,  their  deliberations 
will  be  disturbed,  and  die  publick  interest  of  course  suffer. 

We  have  made  a  very  great  change  in  the  councils  of 
this  Province,  and  I  hope  a  favourable  one  for  the  common 
cause,  having  introduced  seventeen  new  menibere  at  once 
into  the  House  of  Assembly.  The  increase  of  representation 
is  in  those  parts  of  the  Province  where  the  spirit  of  liberty 
most  prevails,  and,  of  consequence,  our  measures  will  partake 
of  it. 

We  have  had  a  vessel  load  of  linens,  on  account  of  Con- 
gress, arrived  within  these  few  days  past ;  but  I  do  not  hear  a 
word  of  tents.  What  our  Army  is  expected  to  do  without 
them,  I  cannot  conceive. 

Lord  Stirling  has  stopped  some  of  our  troops  bound  to 
Canada,  as  it  is  not  possible  to  keep  the  Connecticut  people 
beyond  their  own  time.  General  Lee,  with  great  difficulty, 
induced  some  of  them  to  prolong  their  stay  two  weeks, 
which  1  believe  was  more  than  could  be  done  with  you. 
Mr.  Deane,  of  Connecticut,  is  gone  to  Europe ;  his  errand 
•  may  be  guessed,  though  little  is  said  about  it.  The  French 
vessels  begin  to  find  their  way  to  our  ports,  two  or  three 
having  come  in  this  spring  ;  but  their  cargoes  are  chiefly  West- 
India  goods  ;  a  litde,  very  little  powder,  merely  as  a  cover. 
Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  conversed  w  ith  some  gen- 
tlemen who  have  seen  Mr.  Temple.  I  find  he  only  brings 
two  letters,  written  by  Doctor  Lee  to  himself,  and  that  his  in- 
formation of  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  is  not  built  on 
any  certain  authority,  but  rather  his  own  conjectures.  He 
says  the  Ministry  are  resolved  on  peace  if  to  be  had :  they 
are  willing  to  treat  with  Congress,  but  the  King  would  not  hear 
of  it.  The  difficulty  of  recruiting  is  veiy  great  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland — scarce  a  man  more  to  be  had  on  any 
terms.  I  send  you  a  morning  paper,  containing  the  current 
news.  My  respectful  compliments,  w  ith  Mrs.  Reed's,  to  Mrs. 
Washington ;  and  am,  dear  sir,  most  sincerely  and  affec- 
tionately, yours.  Joseph  Reed. 


JOHN    SMITH*   TO   THE    CONGRESS. 

March  15,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  I  am  once  more  obliged  to  ajiply  for  an 
enlargement,  on  some  terms,  or  an  alleviation  of  this  rigid 
confinement.     An  ajiplication  before  this  from  me,  I  am 
told,  has  not  been  laid  before  you.     Mr.  Dewees  gave  it  to 
John  Hancock,  Esq.,  last  month.    I  was  hopeful  that  gen- 
deman  would  have  laid  it  before  the  Congress,  and  flatter 
myself  he  w  ill  still  do  me  that  fiivour.     Painful  as  my  pre- 
sent situation  is,  complaining  is  equally  so  ;  and  as  you  must 
now  be  sufficiently  acquainted  widi  every  circumstance  of 
it,  I  would  choose  to  avoid  repetitions.     An  imprisonment 
like  diis  cannot  be  intended  merely  as  a  confinement ;  it  is 
much  more — it  is  a  punishment,  by  its  long  continuance,  of 
the  severest  kind,  and  greatly  aggravated  by  want  of  health, 
air,  and  exercise.    If  meant  as  sucli,  I  would  be  exceedingly 
glad  to  know  the  crime  alleged  for  die  cause  of  it,  as  punish- 
ing a  person  without  informing  him  for  what,  is  very  inade- 
quate to  its  intention.     In  this  light  I  cannot  but  view  it, 
being  deprived  of  die  small  liberties  allowed  to  all  prisoners 
whatever,  even  common  soldiers.    Mr.  Cameron  and  I  are 
now  die  only  persons  suffering  in  this  cruel  manner.    What 
should  render  us  so  particulariy  and  personally  obnoxious,  I 
for  my  own  part,  am  greatly  at  a  loss  to  guess ;  but  I  am 
now  hopeful  diat  the  gentlemen  of  die  Congress  will  consider 
this  distressing  situation,  and,  for  the  present,  grant  me  the 
same  indulgence  as  the  other  prisoners  have.     On  these 
terms  I  will  engage  in  the  mean  time  not  to  correspond, 
unless  with  the  approbation  of  some  of  the  Committee,  or 
in  such  manner  as  may  be  prescribed  to,  gendemen,  your 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant,  j  g„.„„ 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Congress. 


NEWARK    (new-jersey)    COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Chamber,  Newark,  March  15,  1776. 

The  Committee,  taking  into  consideration  a  Petition  from 
a  respectable  number  of  inhabitants  of  this  Township,  and 
persuaded  of  die  expediency  of  preventing  undue  advan- 
tages being  taken  by  reason  of  the  scarcity  of  sundry  articles, 
in  consequence  of  the  present  contest  with  Great  Britain, 
have  resolved  to  regulate  the  prices  of  West-India  product, 
to  be  sold  in  this  Township,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

West-India  Rum,  6s.  3d.,  New-  York  currency,  per  gallon, 
or  smaller  quantity. 

Jamaica  Spirits,  Is.  9d.  per  ditto. 

Molasses,    -     -  3s.  2d.  per  ditto. 

Country  Rum,  -  4s.  Od.  per  ditto. 

Coffee,  -     -     -Is.  3d.  per  lb.  or  smaller  quantity. 

Chocolate,  -     -  2s.  Od.  per  ditto. 

Loaf-sugar,       -  Is.  6d.  per  ditto,  by  the  loaf. 

Lump-sugar,    -  Is.  4d.  per  ditto,  by    ditto. 

Muscovado  do.  4s.  9d.  per  ditto. 

Salt,      -     -     -  5s.  Od.  per  bushel. 

Pepper,       -     -  6s.  Od.  per  pound. 

In  adjusting  which,  the  Committee,  being  of  opinion  Uiat 
the  prices  here  must,  of  necessity,  be  governed  by  those 
fixed  at  New-  York,  have  considered  die  late  restrictions  by 
the  Committee  there,  as  a  proper  basis ;  and  have  allowed 
such  additions  thereto,  for  the  retailers  here,  as  are  reason- 
able for  their  loss  in  gauging,  waste,  small  drafts,  &.C., 
freight,  cartage,  and  a  compensation  for  buying  and  selling. 
And  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all  venders  and  retailers 
of  the  above  articles,  that  they  neidier  demand  nor  receive 
therefor  any  greater  prices  than  are  ascertained  by  the  above 
regulations,  during  tiie  continuance  of  the  above-mentioned 
restrictions  in  New-  York. 

And  it  is  Resolved,  and  hereby  Declared,  That,  on  proof 
being  made  to  this  Committee  of  any  pei-son  having,  after 
the  publication  hereof,  contravened,  or  in  anywise  acted  in 
defiance  of  the  said  recommendation,  the  delinquent  shall 
be  exposed  by  name  to  publick  view,  and  as  an  enemy  to 

•  "  Determined  never  to  acknowledge  or  submit  to  the  authority  of  the 
Congress,  unless  by  compulsion,  I  was  much  at  a  loss  in  what  manner, 
or  for  what  purpose  to  address  them ;  and  I  concluded  only  to  request, 
that  they  would  either  render  my  confinement  supportable,  or  order  me 
to  immediate  execution,  which  I  infinitely  preferred  to  my  present  situa- 
tion of  being  destroyed  by  inches.  This  I  transmitted  to  them  by  the 
jailer,  written  with  a  pencil  upon  the  back  of  a  common  playing  card." 
—J.  F.  D.  Smtth. 
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bis  country.    Not  only  all  pei-sons  will  be  prohibited  baving 
any  dealing  or  intercourse  with  bim,  but  neither  bis  person 
nor  estate  will  receive  protection  from  this  Committee. 
Published  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

Lewis  Ogden,  Chairman. 

Isaac  Hedden,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

ESSEX  COUNTY  (nEW-JERSEy)  GOMMITTEE  TO  LORD  STIRLING. 

Newark  Committee-Chamber,  March  15,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  With  Captain  Josiah  Pierson,  the  bearer, 
comes  the  first  company  of  the  Militia  of  this  County  that 
is  ready  to  march.  We  have  divided  the  three  hundred 
men  agreed  to  be  sent  to  your  assistance  into  four  com- 
panies. The  other  three  companies,  we  expect,  will  march 
to-morrow,  so  as  to  be  in  New-York  to-morrow  evening. 
We  have  agreed  to  send  only  one  Field-Officer  with  this 
detachment,  who  is  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward.  We  hope 
you  will  not  only  be  pleased  with  the  appearance,  but  also 
with  the  conduct  of  this  detachment. 

Agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  New-Yorlc  Provincial 

Congress,  to  send  a  Quartermaster,  we  have  appointed  Mr. 

Samuel  Hayes  to  that  post.     He  has  been  an  Adjutant  for 

some  time  past  of  the  battalion  in  this  town. 

By  order :  t,t  „ 

•'  William  JJurnet, 

Chairman  of  the  County  Committee. 

To  Lord  Stirling. 

My  Lord  :  Since  writing  the  above  letter,  and  just  as 
we  were  despatching  it,  we  received  a  copy  of  a  letter 
sent  to  your  Lordship  by  the  Chaimian  of  the  Elizabeth- 
town  Committee,  and  also  a  letter  from  their  Clerk,  from 
which  we  are  afraid  no  men  will  come  from  Elizabethtown, 
which  was  to  send  one  hundred  and  fifty — the  half  of  the 
number  proposed.  However,  we  shall  endeavour  to  prevail 
with  them  to  furnish  their  quota,  and  hope  we  shall  suc- 
ceed. 

LOUD    STIRLING   TO    COLONEL  DAYTON. 

New-York,  March  15,  1776. 
Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  some  days  since  to  get  your  regi- 
ment in  order  for  marching  as  soon  as  possible.  You  are 
now  hereby  required  to  march  the  regiment  to  this  place 
by  companies,  as  soon  as  you  can  arm  and  accoutre  them, 
making  the  companies  complete  widi  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, one  out  of  the  other,  and  then  immediately  to  de- 
spatch them.  c 
'  Stirling. 

To  Colonel  Dayton,  commanding  the  Third  Regiment  of 
New-Jersey  Troops  in  the  Continental  service  at  Eliza- 
bethtown. 

LORD    STIRLING    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New- York,  March  15,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General  :  On  Wednesday  last  I  received  Mr. 
Moylan's  letter  of  the  9th,  and  immediately  sent  forward  to 
Philadelphia  the  express  who  brought  it.  I  communicated 
the  intelligence  to  the  Provincial  Convention  then  sitting.  We 
have  ever  since  been  taking  every  measure  in  our  power  to 
secure  this  place  and  Long-Island,  in  such  a  manner  as  will 
prevent  the  enemy  from  making  any  lodgment  in  either  of 
them.  The  Convention  has  very  cheerfully  and  spiritedly 
come  into  every  measure  I  proposed  to  them,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  enclosed  paper,  which  will  best  inform  you  of  the 
steps  we  have  taken.  Three  hundred  and  seventy  half- 
barrels  of  powder  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Philadelphia 
for  your  camp ;  but  the  casks  are  in  such  a  shattered  con- 
dition, that  one  half  of  it  would  be  lost  before  it  could  pro- 
ceed one  hundred  miles  farther.  I  have  therefore  ordered 
the  whole  of  it  to  be  started  into  good  strong  tight  casks, 
which  will  be  done  by  Monday  next,  by  which  time  1  hope 
to  have  directions  from  Congress  either  to  send  it  fonvard, 
or  detain  it  in  this  place.  You  will,  by  the  same  enclosed 
paper,  see  the  state  of  that  article  in  this  place. 

March  17. — 1  have  this  evening  received  despatches  from 
the  Congress,  by  which  I  find  they  have  resolved  that  eight 
thousand  men  be  ordered  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 
But  as  I  know  the  incomplete  state  most  of  the  regiments 
ordered  for  this  service  are  now  in,  I  am  sure  that  not  one 
half  of  them  will  be  here  and  fit  for  service  these  four  or 


five  weeks.  I  have,  therefore,  been  obliged  to  call  in  some 
Militia  (perhaps  two  thousand  may  come)  to  act  in  the 
mean  time  as  fatigue  in  carrying  on  the  works.  I  mention 
this  circumstance,  that,  in  case  the  Ministerial  Troops  do  ac- 
tually leave  Boston,  it  may  not  be  supposed  that  the  troops 
voted  are  or  can  be  here  in  any  probable  time  to  oppose 
them.  We  have  in  the  whole,  here  at  present,  but  about 
two  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  die  Militia  of  the  city,  which 
may  amount  to  about  as  many  more.  The  latter  have  very 
cheerfully  turned  out  on  fatigue  for  the  last  three  days,  and 
we  are  all  hands  employed  in  fortifying  such  posts  as  were 
thought  most  proper  by  General  Lee  and  myself,  after  seve- 
ral times  viewing  the  whole  ground  on  Long-Island,  as  well 
as  on  this. 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


FREDERICKSBURGH     (WESTCHESTER    COUNTY,    NEW-YORK,) 
COMMITTEE. 
Fredcricksburgh  Committee,  March  15,  1776. 

Whereas  Isaac  Bates  hath  been  represented  to  this  Com- 
mittee as  being  unfriendly  to  our  country ;  we  have  had  him 
under  examination,  and  find  him  guilty  of  said  charge.  We 
therefore  refer  him  to  the  honourable  County  Committee 
for  further  examination. 

Fredcricksburgh,  March  15, 1776. 

Isaac  Bates,  upon  being  taken  up  as  a  deserter,  by  an  ad- 
vertisement from  Elijah  Oakley,  Lieutenant  under  Captain 
Comfort  Ludinton,  of  Colonel  Jacobus  Swartwoufs  Regi- 
ment of  Minute-men,  pleads  and  says,  that  said  Lieute- 
nant Oakley  did  release  him. 

In  support  of  which  plea  he  produced  the  evidences, 
whose  depositions  are  as  follows : 

I,  Abraham  Birdsal,  of  lawful  age,  being  sworn  before 
the  ChainDan  of  the  Committee,  do  testify  and  say :  that 
on  the  5th  of  this  instant,  March,  being  at  the  house  of 
Cornelius  Fuller,  I  heard  Elijah  Oakley  say  he  would  give 
any  man  two  shillings  who  would  set  his  name  to  such  a 
paper.  Whereupon  Isaac  Bates  said  he  would  set  his  name 
to  it ;  and  die  said  Oakley  said  he  would  give  him  four  shil- 
lings if  he  would ;  and  finally  said,  as  he  could  not  make 
change,  he  would  give  him  a  six-shilling  bill,  lawful  money ; 
and,  as  Bates  took  the  pen,  Oakley  says.  If  you  do  write 
your  name  there,  you  shall  go ;  and  Bates  says,  I  mean  to 
go  ;  and  wrote  on  the  bottom  of  the  paper,  as  I  supposed, 
his  name ;  but  I  understood  by  others  (for  I  cannot  read 

writing)  that  he  wrote,  "Elijah  Oakley  may  kiss  my 

,  Isaac  Bates ;"  at  which  Oakley  was  mad,  and  swore 

he  should  go.  Whereupon  Bates  says,  "  Why,  you  are  not 
mad,  are  you  ?  I  was  only  in  a  joke."  "  Joke,  or  no  joke," 
said  Oakley,  "  you  shall  go."  But  afterwards  I  saw  Bates 
give  Oakley  the  bill  again,  and  saw  Oakley  tear  off  a  piece, 
which  I  suppose  was  what  Bates  had  written  ;  and  I  under- 
stood by  Oakley  that  he  had  discharged  him.  Whereupon 
I  said  to  Bates,  "  Since  Oakley  is  so  fair  wiUi  you,  you  ought 
to  treat  him ;"  and  he  immediately  called  for  a  grog,  and 
did  treat  him. 

I,  John  Chase,  of  lawful  age,  being  sworn  before  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  do  testify  to  the  whole  of  the 
foregoing  deposition ;  and  further,  diat  when  Oakley  took 
the  bill,  he  said  he  would  see  if  it  was  the  same  bill  \yhicli 
he  gave  Bates,  and  went  to  the  light  and  said,  "  Yes,  it  is  the 
same  bill  which  I  gave  you."  "  Now,"  said  I  to  Mr.  0«A:- 
ley,  "  you  and  Isaac  are  clear,  are  you  not?"  "  Yes,"  said 
Mr.  Oakley,  "  we  are  clear ;  it  was  only  a  joke." 

We  do  suspect  the  above-mentioned  Elijah  Oakley  of 
being  unfriendly  to  the  country,  from  his  conduct  in  inlisting 
Isaac  Bates,  who  was  known  to  be  a  professed  Tory,  and 
taking  bim  out  of  our  hands  when  we  were  about  to  deal 
with  him,  and  then  discharged  him ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
positively  affinned  to  us  that  he  would  make  him  go ;  and 
finally  did  advertise  him,  when  he  never  kept  out  of  his 

way. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Fredcricksburgh. 

David  Smith,  Chairman. 

March  16,  1776. 
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ISAAC    NICOLL   TO    NEW-YORK    CONORESS. 

Fort  Constitution,  March  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Tliis  garrison  is  greatly  in  want  of  many 
articles  at  present,  especially  sauce,  beef,  soap,  candles, 
drink,  and  fuel ;  neither  have  we  liad  any  fresh  provision  for 
two  months  past ;  the  want  of  whicli  necessaries  discourage 
the  men  very  much,  as  they  work  daily.  We  are  also  in 
want  of  pots,  trammels,  bowls,  and  dishes,  for  the  Barracks, 
as  there  are  none  here  but  what  the  Commissioners  claim, 
and  say  they  must  have  to  carry  to  Pooploop's  Kill.  There 
must  be  a  sufficient  quantity  of  those  necessaries  provided 
and  sent  here  shortly,  or  the  garrison  will  be  in  a  bad  situa- 
tion when  the  Commissioners  call  for  theirs.  I  should  not 
have  troubled  you  with  these  matters,  but  have  wrote  to 
Mr.  Livingston,  according  to  your  former  directions,  on  this 
head,  and  received  for  answer  that  Mr.  PAc^«  (appointed  to 
provide  for  the  fortress)  would  be  here  in  a  short  time,  and 
make  the  necessary  provision  ;  but  he  has  not  attended  yet, 
neither  do  1  know  when  he  will. 

Enclosed  you  have  an  account  delivered  to  me  by  the 
Commissionei-s  for  powder,  ball,  and  cartridge  paper,  by  them 
delivered  to  Captain  Raymond  previous  to  my  taking  the 
command  here  ;  none  of  which  he  returned.  You  can  deal 
with  him  for  them  as  you  think  proper.  Several  of  the 
Minute-men  now  in  garrison  are  destitute  of  guns ;  neither 
are  they  able  to  procure  them  by  reason  of  their  scarcity. 
There  are  a  number  of  good  arms  in  the  store,  but  the 
Commissioners  are  not  willing  to  let  them  go  without  orders, 
as  they  were  directed  to  keep  them  safe  in  their  custody.  I 
think  it  would  be  proper  to  let  the  men  have  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements, in  order  that  they  may  be  disciplined  to  the 
use  of  them,  provided  the  commanding  officer  of  any  such 
deficient  company  will  give  his  receipt  for  them,  and  en- 
gage to  return  them,  when  he  is  discharged  fk)m  this  gar- 
rison, as  good  as  he  received  them. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  baker  be  fixed  here  upon 
some  certain  principle,  made  by  the  Commissary.  While 
Captain  Raymond  commanded,  he  gave  the  flour  to  a  ba- 
ker, who  returned  an  equal  weight  of  bread ;  and  allowed 
him  soldier's  pay,  with  all  attendance  that  he  required ; 
which  I  think  is  too  much,  amounting,  I  suppose,  to  ten 
or  twelve  pounds  per  month.  I  have  partly  agreed  with  the 
same  man  (who  is  a  good  baker,  and  now  out  of  town)  for 
four  pounds  per  month  ;  but  he  requires  to  have  his  wood 
and  people  to  attend  upon  him,  and  I  do  not  know  what  to 
do  about  closing  the  bargain.  I  would  be  glad  of  some  in- 
structions in  the  premises,  or  that  a  baker  may  be  otherwise 
appointed. 

As  there  is  no  Commissary  attending  here,  and  as  I  think 
it  absolutely  necessary  that  one  should  attend,  if  none  of 
those  already  appointed  can  be  ordered  here,  I  would  re- 
commend Captain  Thomas  Moffit  to  that  office  as  a  proper 
person.  I  expect  to  be  able  to  make  a  return  of  the  state 
of  my  regiment,  having  issued  the  necessary  orders  for  that 
purpose. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble 

servant,  -  „ 

Isaac  ISicoll. 

To  Colonel  Nathaniel  Moodhull,  President  of  the  Provm- 
cial  Congress. 


on  the  6th  instant,  and  in  a  friendly  manner  advised  them 
to  promote  thi;  subalterns  who  had  served  under  their  late 
Captain.  The  company  proceeded,  and  Mr.  John  Has- 
brouck  was  chosen  by  a  majority  of  votes.  The  subalterns 
tliereupon  withdrew,  and  deferred  declaring  their  intention 
till  the  9th  instant,  when  diey  delivered  at  our  table  the 
enclosed  address  and  declaration,  containing  a  formal  resig- 
nation, with  the  reason  thereof;  which,  in  compliance  with 
their  request,  we  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  your 
honourable  Board.  Upon  which  we  called  the  company 
together  again  on  the  12th  instant,  and  acquainted  them  of 
the  vacancies ;  when  they  proceeded  and  chose  Jacobus 
Roosa  First  Liutenant,  Jacobus  Brown  Hasbrouck  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Joseph  Hasbrouck,  Jun.,  Ensign ;  which 
we  expect,  together  with  the  above  elected  Captain,  your 
Honours  with  commission. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  the  Southwest  District 
is  in  a  most  unhappy  condition,  and  the  only  means  we  can 
think  of  at  present  to  assuage  the  spirit  of  discord  in  said 
District  is,  to  grant  the  prayers  of  those  who  have  signed 
the  enclosed  petition. 

In  the  mean  time  we  remain,  with  due  respect,  your  Ho- 
nours' obedient  humble  servant. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Levi  Pawling,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Province  of 

New- York. 


LEVI    PAWLING    TO    NEW-rORK    CONGRESS. 

Marbletown,  March  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Yours  of  the  16th  ultimo  came  safe  to  hand, 
and,  with  astonishment,  we  perused  the  contents  ;  the  more 
SO,  as  we  have  been  informed  that,  in  cases  similar  to  that 
of  ours,  you  have  been  very  careful  that  officers  should  not 
be  superseded.  Permit  us,  gentlemen,  to  ask  whether  the 
resolve,  respecting  the  filling  up  of  vacancies,  cannot  bear 
these  three  different  constructions,  viz:  virtual,  natural, 
and  literal.  If  either  of  the  two  fonner,  then  we  think  we 
liave  committed  no  error  in  what  we  have  done.  If  we  have, 
we  have  done  it  with  no  ill  design ;  for  we  assure  you  that 
we  have  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  maintaining  of 
peace  an9  good  order  among  us,  and  that  the  worthy  and 
deserving  should  be  promoted,  and  not  superseded;  the 
consequence  of  which  is  resentment,  division,  and  discord, 
which  we  think  ought  to  be  prevented,  if  possible. 

We,  in  obedience  to  the  directions  from  your  honourable 
body,  called  the  company  of  the  Southwest  District  together 


COLONEL    PORTER   TO    JAMES   WARREN. 

Hadley,  March  15,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir:  When  I  last  left  you,  I  was  in  hopes 
that  by  this  time  I  should  have  been  able  to  write  to  you 
fix)m  (^uebeck ;  but  the  backwardness  of  some  towns  to  en- 
courage theii'  men  to  engage,  and  the  zeal  of  individuals  to 
hinder  any  Irom  inlistlng  in  the  service,  has  hitherto  pre- 
vented my  march.  I  should  do  injustice  to  my  country 
and  to  Colonel  Howe,  of  Bclchertown,  if  I  did  not  give  him 
the  credit  of  being  foremost  in  the  latter  class,  and  of  being 
the  instrument  (with  his  son,  whom  he  has  constantly  em- 
ployed in  the  service)  of  hindering  at  least  four  towns  from 
turning  out  a  single  man.  One  full  company  marched  from 
Northampton  on  the  3d  instant ;  another  company  (though 
not  full)  marched  the  day  before  yesterday;  a  third  is  to 
march  on  Monday  next.  The  others,  I  expect,  will  follow 
within  a  week  from  that  time,  though  I  doubt  whether  they 
will  be  any  of  them  quite  full.  One  great  difficulty  in 
completbg  the  regiment  has  been  the  want  of  fire-arms. 
Most  of  those  who  are  now  willing  to  engage  have  been 
in  the  service  the  summer  past,  and  were  obliged  to  leave 
their  guns  in  the  Army,  and  have  not  yet  received  their 
pay  for  them,  and  have  not  been  able  to  purchase  others 
for  want  of  it. 

The  Committee  that  have  been  sent  by  the  Court  have 
purchased  all  the  guns  amongst  us  that  are  worth  taking ; 
so  that  those  who  have  not  yet  inlisted  must  be  obliged  to 
go  with  guns  which  a  man  would  not  be  willing  to  venture 
his  life  with,  unless  the  General  will  consent  to  have  the 
guns  which  have  been  purchased  here  sold  to  the  soldiere. 
The  expense  of  purchasing  a  gun,  &c.,  (which  almost 
every  one  has  to  do  who  inlists,)  has  made  the  soldiers  insist 
upon  some  encouragement  being  given  them  by  the  towns ; 
alleging  that  the  four  pounds  they  were  to  receive  would 
hardly  purchase  the  arms  that  they  were  obliged  by  the 
inlistment  to  furnish  themselves  with.  Most  of  the  towns 
where  they  have  raised  the  men  have  given  ten  dollars  per 
man  for  their  quota  ;  others  have  declined  giving  anything, 
and  of  consequence  no  men  can  be  obtained. 

To  remedy  these  inconveniences,  I  have  sent  into  other 
Counties.  The  same  difficulties  are  there,  and  they  do  not 
view  themselves  under  any  obligations  to  exert  themselves 
to  remove  them,  because  they  are  not  particularly  called 
upon  by  the  Court.  I  have  been  unwilling  to  apply  for 
leave  to  recruit  from  those  now  in  the  Army  at  Cambridge 
and  Roxbury,  because  of  the  important  movements  that 
were  daily  expected,  and  have  now  been  made,  and  to 
which  I  wish  all  possible  success.  I  have  sent  over  the 
line,  bto  New-York  Government,  (where  a  number  of  New- 
England  people  have  settled,  who  refuse  going  with  the 
York  officers,  and  have  applied  to  me  to  join  my  regiment,) 
for  a  number  to  fill  up  the  companies.     What  success  I 
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shall  have  I  know  not.     I  intend  to  call  upon  them  in  a 
few  days  myself,  to  know  what  has  been,  or  can  bo  done. 

In  the  recess  of  the  Court  I  wrote  to  Colonel  Mifflin  for 
some  more  money  to  defray  the  expense  of  marching  the 
regiment  to  Canada,  supposing  that  I  should  march  myself 
before  I  could  have  opportunity  to  apply  to  the  General 
Court.  The  person  I  sent  the  letter  by  was  not  careful  to 
deliver  it  in  season,  so  as  to  have  a  return  by  the  way  that 
I  expected,  and  I  have  not  yet  received  my  answer.  I  am 
obliged,  therefore,  to  send  the  bearer  of  diis  with  an  appli- 
cation to  the  honourable  Assembly  for  a  further  sum  of  mo- 
ney. I  received,  by  order  of  Court,  of  the  Treasurer  one 
hundred  pounds,  to  purchase  axes,  kettles,  &.C.,  and  to  de- 
fray the  travelling  expenses ;  which  sum  is  far  short  of  what 
will  be  necessary.  I  am  also  to  pay  the  officers  one 
month's  advance  wages,  for  which  no  provision  has  been' 
made.  As  there  is  a  sum  of  money  now  in  the  Treasury, 
(sent  by  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  to  defray  the 
expense  of  raising  this  regiment,)  more  than  what  has  been 
paid  out  to  me,  I  would  request  that  the  whole,  or  such 
part  as  the  Court  pleases,  of  the  remainder  might  be  sent 
to  me  for  the  above  purpose ;  for  which  sum  I  will  be  ac- 
countable. The  sum  sent  by  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  (if  I  remember  right)  was  £3,750. 
I  received,  by  order  of  January  21st,  -  -  -  £1,398  8 
By  order  of  January  22,  for  which  I  left  an 

order  on  Colonel  Mifflin,  ------         100     0 

Received  of  Major  Hawley  on  your  behalf,     -      1 ,398     8 
Received  of  Major  Hawley  to  pay  for  blankets,         312  16 


Received  of  Mr.  Milh  194  blankets,  the 
amount  of  which,  according  to  the  price  on 
each,  reckoning  one  which  had  no  mark  on 
it  at  \2s. 


£3,209  12 


111     9 


So  that  there  now  remains  in  the  Treasury,  af- 
ter the  blankets  are  paid  for,  and  that  order 
of  the  £  100  was  taken  back,  and  what  re- 


£3,321     1 


ceived  from  you  repaid. 


£428  19 
£3,750     0 


I  would  also  just  mention,  that  no  provision  has  been 
made  for  the  payment  of  the  travelling  expenses  before 
they  arrive  to  the  Continental  stores,  which  the  soldiers 
will  expect  to  receive,  either  before  they  march  or  immedi- 
ately upon  their  arrival  at  Canada.  Whatever  sum  the 
Court  shall  order  to  be  sent,  the  bearer,  (Elisha  Dickin- 
son^ who  is  an  honest,  careful  man,  will  bring  to  me,  for 
whose  receipt  I  will  be  accountable.  I  purjx)se  to  set  out 
on  Friday  next  myself,  and  go  forward  with  all  expedition. 
I  shall  take  it  as  a  favour  of  you,  sir,  that  you  will  despatch 
the  bearer  as  quick  as  possible,  as  he  will  have  little  time 
enough  to  return  in  before  I  set  out.  I  should  have  wrote 
to  some  others  of  the  Court,  also,  if  I  could  get  time.  All 
I  can  get  is  whilst  others  are  asleep.  It  is  now  past  two  in 
the  morning,  and  I  have  to  write  to  the  General  and  to 
Colonel  Mijfflin  before  the  bearer  calls  upon  me,  which  he 
is  to  do  by  daybreak.  Major  Hawley  is  to  set  out  on 
Monday  next  to  attend  Court.  He  will  be  able  to  inform 
you  of  some  extraordinary  proceedings  at  Berkshire,  Stc, 
which  I  have  not  leisure  to  inform  you  of  by  this  convey- 
ance. 

You  will  please,  sir,  to  present  my  sincere  respects  to 

such  of  my  worthy  friends  at  Watertoivn  as  may  inquire 

after  me. 

Your  Honours,  Sic,  Sic,  y--  -n 

'        '  Elisha  Porter. 

To  the  Honourable  Jaines  Warren,  Esq.,  at  Watertown. 


which  we  have  made  applications  to  all  the  principal  men 
of  the  County  of  whom  we  apprehended  there  was  any 
chance  of  getung  gold  or  silver ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  inform 
you  the  scarcity  of  specie  is  such  that  we  are  only  able  to 
procure  (including  our  own  small  stock)  about  five  hundred 
and  twenty  pounds ;  which  sum  we  can  immediately  get,  if 
your  Honours  are  pleased  to  send  us  an  order  on  the  Trea- 
surer of  the  Eastern  Shore  for  so  much  paper  money  to 
pay  in  exchange  for  it ;  and  will  be  pleased  also  to  direct 
the  same  Treasurer  to  receive  the  gold  and  silver  of  us,  as 
we  apprehend  there  may  be  a  considerable  risk  in  sending 
it  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore  at  this  time. 
This  account  would  have  been  sooner  transmitted  to  you 
had  not  the  late  alarm  of  the  sloop-of-war  and  tendei-s  in  a 
manner  stopped  the  communication  between  this  and  An- 
napolis. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  •,,,  ^ 

'  William  Ennalls. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


TO    THE    honourable    THE    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   OF    THE 
PROVINCE    OF    MARYLAND. 

We  hereby  certify,  that  an  enrolment  of  a  company  of 
Militia,  bearing  date  the  30th  of  November,  1775,  to  which 
is  annexed  a  certificate  of  the  officers  chosen  for  the  same, 
bearing  date  the  16th  of  December,  1775,  was  lately  re- 
turned to  us.  We  further  certify,  that  the  said  enrolment 
was  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  Convention  held  at 
Annapolis  the  26th  of  July  last ;  and  that  it  appears  the 
following  gentlemen  are  elected  commissioned  officers,  to 
wit :  Benjamin  Keene,  Captain ;  John  Keene,  First  Lieute- 
nant ;  Richard  Tubman,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Griffith, 
Ensign.  That  the  said  company  are  called  the  Jiuck  Com- 
pany;  and  that  there  are  to  the  same  four  Sergeants,  four 
Corporals,  and  one  Drummer,  and  fifty-seven  Privates. 
We  therefore  pray,  with  the  approbation  of  your  Board, 
that  commissions  may  issue  therex)n. 

Signed  per  order  of  Committee  of  Observatidh  : 

James  Murray,  §hairman. 

Cambridge,  Dorchester  County,  March  16,  1770. 


TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  OF  THE 
PROVINCE  OF  MARYLAND. 

We  hereby  certify,  that  an  enrolment  of  a  company  of 
Militia,  bearing  date  the  11th  day  oi  February,  1776,  with 
a  certificate  of  officers  for  the  same,  was  lately  returned  to  us. 
We  further  certify,  that  the  first  enrolment  was  agreeable 
to  the  resolves  of  the  Convention,  held  at  Annapolis  the 
26th  of  July  last ;  and  that  it  appears  the  following  gentle- 
men are  elected  officers,  viz :  Timothy  McNenmra,  Cap- 
tain ;  John  Steward  McNemara,  First  Lieutenant ;  Charles 
Johnson,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Carwan,  Ensign.  That 
the  said  company  are  called  Friends  to  America ;  and  that 
there  are  to  the  same  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one 
Drummer,  and  sixty-eight  Privates.  We  dierefore  pray,  with 
the  approbation  of  your  Board,  that  commissions  may  issue 
thereon. 

Signed  per  order  of  the  Committee  of  Observation : 

James  Murray,  Chairman. 
Cambridge,  Dorchester  County,  March  16,  1776. 


WILLIAM    ENNALLS    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Dorchester  County,  March  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Yours  of  the  2d  of  February,  enclosing  a 
resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress  for  collecting  gold 
and  silver  in  this  Province,  together  with  your  appointment 
of  Mr.  James  Murray,  Mr.  Henry  Steel,  and  myself,  to 
collect  the  same  in  this  County,  came  to  my  hands,  wliich 
I  immediately  communicated  to  those  gentlemen.     Since 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  v.  16 


BALTIMORE   COMMITTEE    TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  March  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  This  Committee,  on  the  first  alarm  of  Cap- 
tain Squire's  being  coming  up  to  this  town,  met,  and  took 
into  their  serious  consideration  the  unprepared  state  thereof 
to  repel  an  attack ;  and,  therefore,  thought  it  necessary  to 
throw  up  two  breastworks  at  FelFs  Point,  as  well  to  pre- 
serve die  town  as  to  cover  the  Ship  Defence,  which  was  then 
without  the  chief  part  of  her  guns.  The  accouiit  of  the 
expense,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  liquidated,  will  be  laid  before 
you ;  and,  as  the  necessity  was  urgent,  we  hope  you  will 
readily  support  us.  We  also  undertook  to  fit  out  a  schoo- 
ner, as  a  tender,  and  to  support  the  operations  of  Captain 
Nicholson,  and  have  proceeded  some  lengths  in  equipping 
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her ;  and  we  beg  to  know  from  you  whctlier  it  is  your  in- 
tention that  we  shall  proceed  to  finish  and  complete  her  for 
tlie  ser\ice  of  the  Province,  or  wiiether  you  would  desist 
from  prosecuting  the  matter  any  further.  We  judge  tlie 
purchase  of  the  vessel  and  her  outfit  may  amount  to  two 
thousand  jwunds ;  and  we  are  of  opinion  she  will  be  very 
useful  in  scouring  the  coast  from  the  incursions  of  the  ten- 
ders, as  she  wiirmount  ten  guns,  and  carry  seventy  to  one 
hundred  men.  She  is  in  such  forwardness  as  to  sail  imme- 
diately on  getting  her  men.  One  of  the  breastworks  (which 
was  mostly  calculated  to  cover  the  shi]))  mounts  six  guns, 
and  the  other  ten,  and  they  were  particularly  requested  to 
be  done  by  Captain  A'tcAo&on.  Our  fort  at  Whetstone  is 
ready  to  mount  eight  guns,  and  we  shall  use  every  exertion 
to  expedite  it. 

We  are,  with  due  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

servants,  William  Lux, 

Deputy  Chairman. 
Thomas  Harkison, 
John  Smith, 
William  Buchanan, 
John  Boyd, 
John  Merryman,  Jun., 
John  Sterett. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


By  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  County  : 

Mr.  Hercules  Courtney,  as  agent  for  Captain  William 
Stone,  has  in  his  possession  eleven  cannon  of  the  following 
sizes,  according  to  the  best  information  we  can  obtain,  viz : 
Two  of  twelve  pounds,  sis  of  nine  pounds,  and  three  of 
four  pounds ;  all  of  which  will  be  wanted  for  the  defence  of 
Baltimore  Town,  if  they  are  found  good.  This  Commit- 
tee directed  carriages  to  be  made  to  suit  these  guns,  and  on 
die  late  alarm  removed  and  mounted  them  at  FelVs  Point, 
where  they  now  remain,  ready  to  be  proved  by  such  person 
as  the  honourable  Council  of  Safety  may  appoint. 
,  William  Lux, 

^  Deputy  Chairman. 

John  Smith, 
John  Boyd, 
John  Merryman,  Jun., 
John  Moale, 
William  Buchanan, 
Thomas  Harrison, 
James  Calhoun. 

To  tlie  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
March  16,  1776. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   THE    BRIGADIERS- 
GENERAL,    SEVERALLY. 
[No.  61.]  Annapolis,  March  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  our  thanks  are  due  to  yourself  and  those  gene- 
rous men  who,  with  alacrity  and  ardour,  stepped  forth  on 
the  late  alanii,  to  the  assistance  and  protection  of  their 
neighbours  and  fellow-citizens,  we  request  you  will  accept 
of  them,  and  present  them  likewise  to  those  Battalions  and 
Companies,  of  your  District,  that  appeared  on  that  occasion. 
We  are,  he. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    CAPTAIN    CAMPBELL. 

Philadelphia,  March  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  having  been  represented  to  Congress  that  Mrs. 
Campbell  has  arrived  in  this  city,  and  so  much  indisposed  as 
not  to  be  able  to  pursue  her  design  of  visiting  you  at  Reading, 
and  being  desirous  of  seeing  you,  I  am  directed  by  the 
Congress  to  inform  you  that  you  have  their  permission  to 
repair  to  this  city,  and  remain  with  Mre.  Campbell  during 
the  continuance  of  her  illness,  and  until  she  is  able  to  at- 
tend you  on  a  journey  to  Reading. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Captain  Campbell. 


BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  March  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  the  powder  and  the  lead  belonging  to 
the  publick  was  placed  in  different  stores,  and  on  the  late 
alann  the  mode  of  delivering  it  out  was  very  troublesome 
and  uncertain,  besides  being  liable  to  much  waste,  this  Com- 
mittee thought  it  necessary  to  direct  the  whole  to  be  re- 
moved into  one  house,  for  the  greater  ease  of  having  a 
guard  placed  on  it ;  and  that  it  might  be  delivered  properly, 
and  an  account  kept  regularly,  they  appointed  Mr.  Gerard 
Hoplcins  as  a  Conmiissary  of  Military  Stores ;  and  as  such 
an  officer  must  be  appointed,  we  beg  leave  to  solicit  your 
confirmation  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  as  he  is  capable  and  desirous 
to  officiate.  It  became  more  necessary  to  make  this  ap- 
jwintment  at  the  time,  as  the  powder  from  Philadelphia 
was  coming  in,  and  several  other  matters  for  the  service  of 
Militia  wanting,  the  whole  of  whicli  can  be  executed  by 
him. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 

William  Lux, 

Deputy  Chairman. 
William  Buchanan, 
John  Boyd, 
John  Smith, 
Thomas  Harrison, 
John  Merryman,  Jun., 
John  Sterett. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


president  of  congress  to  reading  (Pennsylvania) 
committee. 

Philadelphia,  March  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  take  the  freedom  to  enclose  a  letter  for 
Captain  John  Nelson,  of  the  company  of  Riflemen,  who 
was  to  call  on  you  for  seven  hundred  dollars,  transmitted 
you  some  time  ago.  If  he  has  not  yet  reached  you,  I  beg 
you  to  keep  the  enclosed,  and  deliver  it  to  him  on  his  anival 
with  you.  But  if  he  has  passed  you,  I  am  earnesdy  to  desire 
you  to  take  a  fresh  express,  and  send  the  letter  with  all  ex- 
pedition, that  it  may  reach  him  as  early  as  possible,  it  being 
of  consequence. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Inspection  of  Reading, 
Pennsylvania. 

P.  S.  The  express  I  send  to  you  is  bound  to  Carlisle. 
president  of  congress  to  captain  nelson. 

Philadelphia,  March  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  LTpon  receipt  of  this,  you  are  immediately  to  repair, 
with  the  company  of  Riflemen  under  your  command,  with 
all  possible  expedition  to  New-  York,  and  put  yourself  under 
the  orders  of  the  officer  commanding  the  Continental  forces 
in  that  department. 

By  order  of  Congress :      j^^^  Hancock,  President. 

To  Captain  John  Nelson,  of  a  Rifle  Comjiany,  at  Reading, 
or  on  his  march. 


MATTHEW    TILGHMAN    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March   16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  enclose  you  a  resolution  of  Congress,* 
which  I  am  directed  to  forward  to  )'ou,  and,  as  I  recollect, 
was  ordered  not  to  be  made  publick. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Matthew  Tilghman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

*Ix  CoNORESs,  .IfarcA  14,  1776  :  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  several  ApsembUes,  Conventions,  and  Committees  or  Councils  of 
Safety,  of  the  United  Colonics,  immediately  to  cause  all  persons  to  be 
disarmed,  within  their  respective  Colonies,  who  are  notoriously  disaffect- 
ed to  the  cause  of  Jlmerica,  or  who  have  not  associated,  and  shall  refuse 
to  associate,  to  defend  by  arms  these  United  Colonies  against  the  hostile 
attempts  of  the  Jirilish  Fleets  and  Armies  ;  and  to  apply  the  Arms  taken 
from  such  persons,  in  each  respective  Colony,  in  the  first  place  to  the 
arming  the  Conlinontal  Troops  raised  in  said  Colony  ;  in  the  next,  to 
the  arming  such  'I'roops  as  are  raised  by  the  Colony  for  ils  own  defence; 
and  the  residue  to  be  applied  to  the  arming  the  Associators.  That  the 
Arms,  when  taken,  be  appraised  by  indifferent  persons;  and  such  as  ate 
applied  to  the  arming  the  Continental  Troops  be  p;iid  for  by  the  Con- 
gress, and  the  residue  by  the  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions,  or 
Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety. 
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ROBERT    TREAT    PAINE    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    ASSEMBLY. 

Philadelphia,  March  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the 
urgent  importance  to  the  safety,  freedom,  and  wealth  of  the 
United  Colonies,  that  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre  and  gun- 
powder should  be  established  in  all  of  them,  in  addition  to 
their  former  resolves  on  that  subject  have  passed  those 
herewith  enclosed,  and  appointed  the  Committee  therein 
mentioned. 

In  pursuance  of  this  trust,  the  Committee  transmit  you 
the  resolves ;  and  being  deeply  impressed  with  their  im- 
portance to  our  common  cause,  think  themselves  in  duty 
bound  to  urge  upon  you  the  immediate  and  vigorous  execu- 
tion of  them. 

The  erecting  publick  works,  as  mentioned  in  the  re- 
solves, will  be  the  first  step  to  promote  that  useful  business. 
If  prosecuted  with  skill  and  diligence,  it  will  answer  the 
making  saltpetre  in  large  quantities,  and  will  also  afford  the 
best  method  for  suitable  persons  to  learn  the  process,  and 
from  thence  be  sent  abroad,  to  teach  those  who  have  not 
opportunity  of  learning  from  those  publick  works ;  for  it  is 
thought  an  object  of  the  greatest  concern  that  private  fami- 
lies should  be  induced  to  make  it.  The  inconsiderable  ex- 
pense attending  the  making  it  in  families,  where  the  method 
is  once  understood,  and  the  quantity  that  each  family  may 
make,  should  remove  all  objections  to  their  putting  it  in  im- 
mediate practice. 

When  we  consider  the  great  consumption  of  saltpetre — 
used  as  medicine,  in  preserving  meat,  and  in  gunpowder, 
even  in  times  of  peace — it  should  seem  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment to  private  families  to  learn  and  practise  this  art ;  but 
most  of  all  when  so  large  quantities  are  wanted  for  our 
necessary  defence,  and  when  it  will  in  a  great  measure  sup- 
ply the  want  of  salt,  which  the  rage  of  our  enemies  may 
render  scarce,  it  should  not  be  reasonably  supposed  that  any 
true  American  will  neglect  it. 

As  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  every  Colony  may 
produce  saltpetre  enough,  at  least,  for  their  own  consump- 
tion, it  is  necessary  that  powder-mills  be  erected,  and  skil- 
ful persons  provided  to  manufacture  gunpow'der,  and  proper 
regulations  established  for  preventing  their  explosion. 

It  is  supposed  that  sulphur  may  be  found  in  many  Colo- 
nies ;  and  as  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  collected, 
trials  may  be  madej  at  places  supposed  to  contain  it,  at  no 
great  expense. 

It  must  afford  great  pleasure  to  find  that  some  Colonies 
have  already,  in  a  measure,  anticipated  the  design  of  these 
resolves  ;  from  the  good  effects  of  which  it  is  clearly  evinced 
that  we  can  never  want  the  most  abundant  supply  of  am- 
munition, from  our  own  manufacture,  but  through  inatten- 
tion and  neglect. 

We  doubt  not  you  will  consider  these  proceedings  as  de- 
signed to  promote  the  best  welfare  of  the  Colonies,  and 
that  you  will,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  from  time  to  time,  in- 
form the  Congress  of  the  state  of  these  manufactures  in 
your  Colony ;  of  the  quantity  of  saltpetre  already  made ;  the 
preparation  for  and  prospects  of  encouraging  it ;  what  quan- 
tity of  gunpowder  is  already  made,  and  the  state  of  your 
powder-mills  ;  and,  also,  what  discoveries  are  made  of  sul- 
phur mines,  and  the  progress  in  working  them. 

We  suppose  you  already  have  the  most  approved  methods 
of  making  saltpetre  among  you  ;  but  the  laying  together  suit- 
able composts,  either  in  fences  or  beds,  in  order  to  collect 
nitrous  matter,  seems  necessary  to  be  immediately  attended 
to,  as  the  earth  from  under  old  buildings  may  soon  be  ex- 
hausted. 

We  hope  this  effort  of  the  Congress  will  have  the  desired 
effect ;  without  which  we  have  reason  to  fear  it  will,  ere 
long,  be  said  of  us,  that  we  are  become  slaves  because  we 
are  not  industrious  enough  to  be  free. 

By  order  of  said  Committee,  I  subscribe  myself,  with 
great  respect,  your  Honours'  most  humble  servant, 

Robert  Treat  Paine. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire. 


Musket  Battalion  :  John  CadwaJlader,  Esq.,  Colonel ; 
Cakb  Perry,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  James  Potts,  Esq., 
Major. 

Samjiel  Miles,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  the  two"  Rifle  Battalions ; 
John  Piper,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  First,  and 
Ennion  Williams,  Esq.,  Major ;  Daniel  Broadhead,  Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Second,  and  John  Paton,  Esq., 
Major. 

KECANTATION    of    JOHN    WEBB. 

Philadelphia,  March  16,  1776. 

Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  have  unadvisedly  been  guilty 
of  tearing  out  and  trampling  upon  the  names  of  the  Field- 
Officers  of  the  Fourth  Battalion  of  this  County,  signed  to 
the  Association,  in  contempt  of  the  resolves  of  the  Assem- 
bly and  of  this  Committee  ;  and  as  such  conduct  may  set 
a  bad  example  to  others,  unless  speedily  retracted,  I  do 
therefore,  in  this  publick  manner,  acknowledge  my  fault, 
beg  pardon  of  the  Officers  of  the  said  Battalion  for  tlie  in- 
sult shewn  them,  and  promise,  for  the  future,  to  support 
the  Association  as  far  as  is  in  my  power. 

Witness  my  hand :  John  Webb. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

CoLLiNSON  Read,  Secretary. 


Philadelphia,  March  16,  1776. 

The  following  gentlemen  are  appointed  Field-Officers  in 
the  three  Battalions  which  are  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of 
this  Province,  viz : 


MORRIS   COUNTY  (nEW-JERSEy)  COMMITTEE  TO  LORD   STIR- 
LING. 

Morristown,  March  16,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  When  I  left  your  Excellency  last  Friday, 
I  did  expect  that  the  men  you  requested  from  the  County 
of  Morris  would  immediately  be  sent ;  but  when  I  returned 
to  Morris  the  men  were  ready,  but  the  Colonels  of  the 
Regiments  thought  they  had  not  authority  to  march  the 
men  out  of  the  Province  without  orders  from  the  General  of 
the  Militia.  They  had  three  hundred  men  ready  to  march, 
and  do  hold  them  in  readiness  to  march,  at  an  hour's  warn- 
ing, for  two  weeks,  if  necessity  requires  it,  and  they  have 
authority  so  to  do ;  and  when  I  found  the  men  were  not 
likely  to  go  to  assist  New-York,  I  immediately  called  the 
Committee  to  consult  them,  and  they  do  not  approve  of 
sending  men,  for  several  reasons,  which  are — first,  if  men 
are  wanted  so  much  at  Nevy  York,  why  are  so  many  of  the 
soldiers  strolling  about  the  country  (as  they  say)  on  furlough  ? 
and,  secondly,  why  is  not  the  Third  Battalion  of  Provin- 
cial soldiers  of  this  Province  called,  or  as  many  Companies 
as  are  full  ?  as  all  those  are  under  pay,  and  ought  to  be  in 
service,  and  the  Militia  left  at  home  on  their  farms,  where 
they  are  wanted ;  and,  likewise,  that,  if  the  troops  do  come 
from  Boston,  they  are  more  likely  to  come  to  Amhoy  than 
New-  York.  Be  pleased  to  remember  Courtlandt  Skinner^s 
letter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  humble  servant. 
By  order :  Alexander  Carmichael, 

Chairman  of  the  County  Committee. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  William  Earl  of  Stirling. 


WILLIAM   BURNET    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Newark,  March  16,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  I  am  not  a  little  disappointed  at  the  conduct 
of  the  Elizabeth  Township  Committee,  as  I  understand  they 
wrote  you  word  they  should  not  send  any  men  to  your 
assistance,  when  we  had  given  you  hopes  we  should  send 
three  hundred.  The  confosion  is  owing  to  your  writing  to 
the  Township,  and  not  the  County  Committee.  The 
Township  Committee  of  Newark  received  your  letter,  but 
were  polite  enough  to  ask  my  advice  and  assistance,  as 
Chairman  of  the  County  Committee ;  and  we  unanimously 
af^reed  to  send  you  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  from  this 
town,  expecting  the  Elizabeth  Township  Committee  would 
send  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  We  sent  two  of  our 
members  to  Elizabethtonm  with  this  intelligence,  and  to 
atrree  upon  the  Field-Officers  that  should  take  the  command. 
They  agreed  to  raise  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  send 
them  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward,  of 
this  town,  and  sent  us  word  accordingly.  In  consequence 
of  this,  we  proceeded  to  raise  our  portion  of  men,  and  gave 
orders  that  they  should  be  ready  to  march  yesterday,  or  to- 
day at  farthest ;  but  somehow,  unaccountably,  our  Colonel 
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lias  deferred  it  until  Monday,  when  there  is  no  doubt  lie 
will  come  in.  If  this  had  been  under  the  management  of 
the  County  Committee,  there  would  not  have  been  a  disap- 
pointment, as  they  preside  over  the  whole.  I  hope  you  will 
find  the  men  able  and  willinir,  and  the  officers  capable  of 
fillini;  their  several  places.  Colonel  Ward  I  think  a  modest 
man,  at  least,  and  willing  to  do  iiis  duty  as  far  as  he  knows, 
and  to  be  taught  what  he  is  ignorant  of. 

I  am,  my  Ixird,  in  great  haste,  but  with  much  esteem, 
your  Ijordship's  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

W.  Burnet. 

To  the  Rigiit  Honourable  William  Earl  of  Stirling. 


LORD    STIRLINO    TO   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  March  16,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  writing  to  you  by  express  on  Thursday 
last,  I  have  not  received  any  further  intelligence  from  the 
eastward.  The  inhabitants  of  this  city  and  King's  County 
(on  Long-Jsland)  have  very  cheerfully  turned  out  to  work 
on  the  fortifications.  Eveiything  is  going  on  as  well  as  the 
badness  of  the  weather  will  permit.  Two  conipanies  of  the 
Militia  o(  Newark,  in  New- Jersey,  are  coming  in  this  morn- 
ing, and  I  hope  they  will  soon  be  followed  by  others.  I 
have  not  yet  heard  from  Colonel  Dayton,  although  I  have 
written  twice  to  him.  Tlie  five  companies  of  Colonel  Sin- 
clair's Regiment  will  be  very  little  detained  by  coming  to 
this  place,  as  they  will  now  be  able  to  go  by  water  all  the 
way  to  Albany,  and  they  must,  at  any  rate,  be  too  late  to 
pass  the  lakes  on  the  ice,  and  too  early  in  the  year  to  cross 
by  water. 

March  17,  ten  o'clock,  P.  M. — ^I  have  this  evening  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  the  15tli  by  express.  One  company 
of  Colonel  Sinclair's  arrived  this  day  at  Hoioken,  opposite 
to  this  city.  They  will  embark  to-morrow  for  Albany.  The 
others  will,  as  they  arrive,  embark  at  Dobbs's  ferry  for  the 
same  place.  I  have  forwarded  the  packet  for  Govemour 
Trumbull,  with  a  letter  to  him,  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a 
copy. 

The  four  regiments  raising  in  this  Colony  are  still  very 
incomplete.  It  will,  I  fear,  be  some  time  before  the  batta- 
lions in  the  Continental  service  from  Pennsylvania  and 
Neta-Jersey  do  arrive,  and  have  therefore  called  in  some 
Militia  from  New-Jersey  and  this  Province,  to  serve  in  the 
mean  time.  They  will  be  dismissed  as  soon  as  the  others 
arrive. 

The  Convention  of  this  Province  adjourned  yesterday 
evening  sine  die.  They  have  left  a  Committee  of  Safety  to 
sit  every  day,  with  whom  I  have  no  doubt  I  shall  go  on 
with  in  the  utmost  confidence  and  hamiony.  I  am  to  meet 
them  to-morrow  morning,  in  order  to  concert  many  mea- 
sures left  unfinished  by  the  Convention.  The  inhabitants  of 
this  city  have  these  two  days  turned  out  with  great  cheer- 
fulness, and  go  on  with  the  works  very  well  at  Bayard's  Hill, 
the  Hospital,  and  two  new  batteries  fronting  Hudson's  River. 
All  the  other  works  on  this  Island  go  on  briskly.  The 
work  first  begun  on  Long-Island,  opposite  to  this  city,  is 
almost  completed,  and  the  cannon  carried  over.  The  grand 
citadel  there  will  be  marked  out  to-morrow,  and  will  be 
begun  by  the  inhabitants  of  King's  County  and  Colonel 
Ward's  Regiment.  It  will  be  impossible  to  give  you  a  de- 
tol  of  every  particular,  while  I  have  so  many  things  on  hand. 
I  shall,  tlierefore,  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  you  copies  of 
any  consequential  papers  that  may  occur,  and  of  the  daily 
orders  as  they  are  issued ;  and  shall,  in  my  letter,  remark 
such  things  of  consequence  only  as  are  not  contained  in 
them. 

I  have  received  no  further  intelligence  from  General 
Washington ;  but,  by  accounts  from  that  quarter  on  Monday 
last,  it  appears  that  the  Ministerial  Troops  were  proceed- 
ing in  their  embarkation.  One  letter  says  that  five  thousand 
of  them  were  actually  embarked  ;  another  account  says  that 
twenty-odd  ships  were  sailed  out  of  the  harbour,  periiaps 
with  stores ;  for  I  cannot  believe  they  will  divide  their  real 
force  in  the  presence  of  our  AriDy.  However,  if  they  do 
not  inK-rnipt  us  in  ten  or  twelve  days  more,  I  hope  we  shall 
be  in  a  situation  to  prevent  their  making  a  lodgment,  unless 
it  be  at  the  west  end  of  Long-Island,  near  the  Narrows, 
about  which  I  am  very  anxious,  but  defer  doing  anything 
there  until  the  other  works  are  complete,  and  more  troops 


arrive.  Bergen  Neck  may  be  so  improved  as  to  preserve 
the  communication  with  Jersey,  and  all  the  country  west  of 
this  place,  in  spite  of  them.  The  people  o( New-Jersey  are 
very  uneasy  about  the  defenceless  situation  of  Elizabethtotmi 
and  Amboy.  A  descent  may  easily  be  made  at  the  latter, 
and  is  worthy  of  attention.  The  former  might  be  secured 
by  a  small  work  on  Bergen  Neck,  near  tlie  Kills,  and  a 
small  fort  and  proper  battery  at  or  near  Elizabcthtovm 
Point.  The  powder  designed  for  Cambridge  will  all  be 
shifted  by  to-morrow  evening,  and  ready  to  proceed  by 
Tuesday,  if  that  be  the  determination  of  the  Congress. 

By  some  prisoner  taken  into  custody,  there  is  great  rea- 
son to  believe  that  Govemour  Tryon  has  his  emissaries  in 
several  parts  of  the  Province,  engaging  men  to  serve  both 
by  land  and  water.  One  tells  that  he  is  engaged,  with 
fifty  others,  under  a  certain  Vernon,  who  was  to  fit  out  an 
armed  sloop  to  cruise  in  the  rivei-s.  A  sloop  was  actually 
purchased  lately  by  Vernon,  and  we  have  her  along  die 
wharf.  I  have  referred  some  others  to  tlie  Committee  of 
Safety  to  be  examined  ;  and,  I  doubt  not,  we  shall  find  out 
and  defeat  their  machinations. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

^e-^^^^f'  Stirling. 

To  tlie  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


COLONEL    McDOUGALL    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

New- York,  March  16,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  Captain  Warner,  of  the  Militia,  informs  me 
that  he  knows  where  there  are  a  number  of  muskets  and 
pistols  belonging  to  the  Crown,  secreted  in  the  hands  of 
some  creatures  of  Government  in  the  city,  which  he  can 
secure  if  he  had  orders.  I  therefore  judge  it  necessary  to 
give  you  this  intelligence,  that  you  may  take  such  measures 
for  securing  those  amis  as  you  shall  judge  proper.  Warner 
says  it  must  be  done  to-night,  as  there  is  danger  of  their 
being  removed.  You  may  trust  him  with  the  execution. 
My  orderly  will  wait  your  directions. 

I  am,  my  I/)rd,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Alexander  McDougall. 
To  Lord  Stirling.  , 


mayor   of    NEW-YORK   TO    HUGH    GAINE. 

New- York,  March  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received 
from  Govemour  Tryon,  enclosing  an  Address  to  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony,  which  address  he  has  desired  me  to 
get  published.  I  have,  theroforc,  sent  you  a  copy  of  the 
letter  and  address,  in  order  for  your  inserting  them  in  your 
Gazette,  if  you  think  proper. 

I  am.  sir,  your  humble  servant,      t\       '  -Mt 

'  •'  '      David  Matthews. 

Ship  Dutchess-of-Gordon,  North-River,  March  16,  1776. 
Sir:  I  desire  you  will  lay  before  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Corporation  the  enclosed  exhortation  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Colony,  and  that  you  will  communicate  the  same  to 
the  publick,  and  also  have  it  inserted  in  the  several  Ga- 
zettes published  in  the  city  of  New-  York. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Tryon. 

To  David  Matthews,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New- 
York. 

Ship  Dutchcss-of-Gordon,  North-River,  March  16, 1776. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  New-York  : 

Notwithstanding  prejudice,  delusion,  and  faction,  have 
hitherto  among  too  many  usurped  the  seat  of  reason  and 
reflection,  and  every  exhortation  I  have  offered  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  Province  (in  whose  affection  I  have  been 
taught  to  be  happy)  has  been  reviled  and  treated  with 
neglect ;  yet,  as  my  wishes  for  tiieir  prosperity,  and  feelings 
for  their  calamities,  cannot  easily  be  suppressed,  even  towards 
the  disobedient,  1  cannot  but  repeat  my  endeavours  to  recall 
those  who  have  revolted  from  their  allegiance  to  a  sense  of 
tlieir  duty,  and  to  comfort  those  who  have  been  the  objects 
of  oppression  for  their  zealous  attachment  to  our  happy  Con- 
stitution, and  their  steady  obedience  to  the  sovereignty  of 
the  British  Empire. 
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It  is  in  the  clemency  and  authority  of  Great  Britain  only, 
under  God,  tiiat  we  can  look  for  happiness,  peace,  and  pro- 
tection ;  and  I  have  it  in  command  from  the  King  to  en- 
courage, by  every  means  in  my  power,  the  expectations  in 
his  Majesty's  well-dis[)03ed  subjects  in  this  Government,  of 
every  assistance  and  protection  that  the  state  of  Great  Britain 
will  enable  his  Majesty  to  afford  them,  and  to  cherish  every 
appearance  of  a  disposition  on  their  part  to  withstand  the 
tyranny  and  misrule  which  accompany  the  acts  of  those 
who  have  but  too  well  hitherto  succeeded  in  the  total  sub- 
version of  legal  Government.  Under  such  assurances, 
therefore,  I  exhort  all  the  friends  to  good  order  and  our 
justly  admired  Constitution,  still  to  preserve  that  constancy 
of  mind,  which  is  inherent  in  breasts  of  virtuous  and  loyal 
citizens ;  and  I  trust  a  very  few  months  will  relieve  them 
from  their  present  oppressed,  injured,  and  insulted  condi- 
tion. 

England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  Wales,  have  united  to 
place  their  whole  strength,  power,  and  confidence  in  his 
Majesty's  hands.  The  numerous  addresses  from  all  parts 
of  the  King's  dominions  in  Europe  speak  the  loyalty  and 
zeal  with  which  his  subjects  there  engage  to  support  his 
Majesty  in  asserting  and  maintaining  the  just  sovereignty  of 
the  British  Empire  over  all  its  members. 

The  British  State  moves  not  by  sudden  and  violent 
sallies,  nor  wantonly  oppresses — she  has  lenity  for  her  basis, 
and  is  distinguished  for  moderation  and  forbearance ;  but 
when  her  just  indignation  is  roused,  the  experience  of  other 
nations  can  testify  her  weight  and  force.  It  cannot  be  suffi- 
ciendy  lamented,  that  the  conduct  of  this  country  has  called 
for  so  severe  a  rod :  may  a  timely  and  dutiful  submission 
avert  its  stroke. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  a  door  is  still 
open  to  such  honest  but  deluded  people  as  will  avail  them- 
selves of  the  justice  and  benevolence  which  the  supreme 
legislature  has  held  out  to  them  of  being  restored  to  the 
King's  grace  and  peace ;  and  that  proper  steps  have  been 
taken  for  passing  a  commission  for  that  purpose,  under  the 
great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  in  conformity  to  a  provision  in 
a  late  act  of  Parliament ;  the  Commissioners  thereby  to  be 
appointed,  having  also  power  to  inquire  into  the  state  and 
condition  of  the  Colonies,  for  effecting  a  restoration  of  the 
publick  tranquillity.  William  Tkyon. 


assist  in  the  fires,  which  are  generally  composed  of  two  or 
three  cords  of  wood,  in  which  the  guns  are  to  bo  raised,  and 
tended  both  night  and  day,  in  order  to  soften  the  spikes. 

My  brother,  who  left  the  cannon  last  Thursday,  informed 
me  the  assistance  of  guards  was  asked,  in  moving  the  guns, 
from  Mr.  Williams ;  and  also  denied,  and  countenanced  by 
Mr.  Bartley. 

Therefore,  gentlemen,  beg  leave  to  offer  my  service  once 
more  to  guard  the  guns,  (which  I  am  willing  to  do  at  one 
half  of  what  Mr.  Bartley  gets,)  while  I  am  unspiking  the 
cannon,  and  as  much  longer  as  you  shall  tl)ink  fit.  As  there 
is  a  number  of  cannon  not  spiked,  but  loaded  and  slopped 
with  stones  and  other  rubbish,  at  the  same  time  mean  to 
employ  such  men  for  guards  as  will  clear  the  guns,  and  fit 
them  for  service ;  conscious,  under  such  circumstance,  the 
business  will  not  want  assistance,  nor  unworthy  men  receive 
your  favour. 

From  your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Jecamiah  Allen. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  the  City  and 

County  oi New-York. 


CHKISTIAN    JACOBSON    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Richmond  County,  March  15,  1776.     • 

Mr.  President.  Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  late  resolve  ■ 
of  the  Provincial  Congress,  we  have  this  day  met,  in  order 
to  nominate  persons  qualified  to  act  as  Field-Officers  in  our 
Militia  Companies,  viz :  Captain  Abraham  Jones,  First  Co- 
lonel ;  Captain  Cornelius  Van  Wagener,  Second  Colonel ; 
Cornelius  Curson,  First  Major ;  Jacob  Mercereau,  Second 
Major ;  Harmanm  Garrison,  Quartermaster  ;  Nicholas  Stil- 
weU,  Adjutant. 

The  above  persons  we  return  to  you  for  approbation  and 
commissiotis.  We  have  divided  our  County  into  four  dis- 
tricts, and  hope  to  return  to  you  in  a  short  time  the  names 
of  the  Captains  and  Subalterns,  &ic. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  respectfully,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Christian  Jacobson,  Chairman. 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
in  New-York. 


general    SCHUYLER    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Albany,  March  16,  1776. 

My  dear  Lord  :  Hudson's  River  is  now  clear  of  ice, 
and  the  lakes  are  become  impassable  for  the  passage  of 
troops ;  I  am,  therefore,  under  the  necessity  of  detaining 
them  here  until  the  lakes  can  be  passed  by  water.  Batteaus 
and  everything  are  prepared  to  convey  the  ti-oops  and  stores. 

Be  so  good  as  to  let  me  have  a  return  of  tlie  troops  under 
your  command,  that  I  may  be  enabled  properly  to  dispose 
of  the  regiment  raising  in  this  quarter. 

Eight  tons  of  powder  arrived  yesterday  from  Philadel- 
phia. The  cannon  and  shot  from  New-York  are  not  yet 
come  up.  The  moment  the  troops,  cannon,  and  powder, 
are  embarked  at  Lake  George,  I  propose  joining  you.  My 
health  is  much  re-established,  and  I  have  great  hopes  that  1 
shall  not  soon  experience  a  relapse.  Mr.  Hamer  has  my  leave 
to  call  on  you  at  New-York,  in  his  way  with  his  wife  to 
New-Jersey. 

My  dear  Lord,  your  Ijordship's  most  obedient,  humble 

««''^^"^'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  Brigadier- 
General,  &,c. 


JECAMIAH    ALLEN    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

March  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  At  the  request  of  Colonel  Drake,  I  beg 
leave  to  acquaint  you  I  have  now  eighty-two  guns  unspiked, 
and  within  three  weeks  from  this  date  doubt  not  but  I  shall 
be  able  to  complete  die  whole.  Though,  gendemen,  I  beg 
to  observe,  the  assistance  I  expected  to  have  from  the 
Bartley  guards  I  could  not  obtain,  they  declaring  their  agree- 
ment with  Mr.  Bartley  was,  to  guard  the  guns  from  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening  to  six  in  the  morning,  for  which  they 
received  ten  shillings  per  week  per  man,  and  to  find  them- 
selves. The  guards  consist  of  six  men.  Being  thus  disap- 
pointed, I  was  obliged  to  give  one  of  his  guards  thirty-six 
shilUngs  per  week,  and  others  at  that  rate,  occasionally  to 


ALBANY    (nEW-YORk)    COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Chamber,  March  16,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  or  persons  be  permitted  to 
move  into,  or  settle  within  this  City  and  County,  unless  he 
or  they  bring  a  certificate  from  the  Committee  of  the  County, 
Town,  Manor,  City,  or  District,  where  such  pei-son  or  per- 
sons respectively  resided,  that  he  or  they  had,  prior  to  the 
date  of  this  resolve,  signed  the  Association  recommended 
by  Congress,  or  a  similar  one  adopted  by  the  Committee 
where  he  or  they  resided,  and  had,  in  all  things,  behaved  in 
a  manner  becoming  friends  to  American  freedom. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

Matthew  Visscher,  Secretary. 

COLONEL  J.  VARNUM  TO  MAJOR  HARRISON. 

Prospect-Hill,  March  16,  1776. 

Sir:  I  send  you,  by  my  clerk,  the  Continental  Articles, 
signed  by  a  number  of  my  officers.  Captain  Lane  has  not 
signed.  The  reason,  he  received  encouragement  from  his 
Excellency  but  a  very  few  days  before  he  went  recruiting. 
He  is  gone  a  very  considerable  distance  eastward,  and  is 
not  returned.  Reed  was  sent  recruiting  some  time  since, 
and  is  sick  in  the  country.  Atkinson  is  the  person  whom 
Captain  Lane  recommended  to  his  Excellency  for  an  En- 
si.Tn.  Atkinson  says  Lane  told  him  he  was  to  be  a  Second 
lieutenant.  How  that  is  I  know  not ;  but  Captam  Lane 
had  no  authority  for  such  assurance ;  neither  was  there  at 
that  tune  a  vacancy  among  the  Second  Lieutenants.  So 
Atkinson  refuses  to  sign  the  articles. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant,  j_  Varnum. 

To  Major  Harrison. 
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NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

Die  Lun»,  A.  M.,  February  18,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
22d  of  December  last. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  VvasxAorA. 
For  New-Yokk. — Mr.  Van  ZaiiJt,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Helme, 

Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Brasher,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Mc- 

Dougall,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Cortlandt. 
For  Albany. — Mr.   Gaiisevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr. 

Oothoudt. 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,Mv.Hobart, Mr.  Wick- 
ham,  Mr.  Treadwell. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel   Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Livingston, 

Colonel  Graham. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Dewiti. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wills. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Colonel  G.  Drake, 

Mr.  Ward,  Dr.  Graham. 

Mr.  William  Wills,  from  Tryon  County,  produced  a  Cer- 
tificate from  the  Committee  of  said  County,  dated  the  2.5th 
of  November  last,  whereby  it  appears  that  Mr.  Isaac  Paris, 
having,  for  sufficient  reasons,  resigned  his  seat  as  Deputy  for 
said  County,  Mr.  William  Wills,  of  Harpersjield,  was  duly 
elected  to  represent  said  County  in  the  room  of  said  Isaac 
Paris. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wills  take  his  seat. 

Messrs.  Matthew  Rhea,  Andries  Lefever,  and  Andries 
Dewitt,  Deputies  for  Ulster  County  ;  William  Allison,  for 
Orange  County  ;  Henry  Oothoudt,  for  Albany  County  ; 
Colonel  Petrus  Ten  Broeck  and  Morris  Graham,  for 
Dutchess  County,  not  having  appeared  in  Congress  before, 
the  Credentials  of  those  Counties  were  respectively  read. 

Ordered,  That  those  gentlemen  take  their  seats. 

P.  M.,  February  12,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Brasher, 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Ray, 

Captain  Rutgers. 
For  Albany. — ^Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr. 

Oothoudt. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Wick- 
ham,  Mr.  L' Homirwdieu. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
ston, Major  R.  G.  Livingston,  Colonel  Graham. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Dewitt. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Colonel  G.  Drake, 

Mr.  Ward,  Dr.  Graham,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Allison. 
For  King's. — Mr.  VanderUlt. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wills. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  dated  the  12th  January,  re- 
ceived by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  before  entered  on 
their  Minutes,  24th  day  of  January  last,  was  read. 

Resolves  of  Continental  Congress  of  the  8th  January 
last,  as  formerly  received  and  entered  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  were  read. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President, 
of  the  20th  of  January  last,  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  on  the  24th  day  of  January  last  past, 
was  read. 

The  sundry  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  of 
the  8th,  9th,  and  10th  of  January  last,  relating  to  the 
raising  of  Troops  for  Continental  service,  were  also  read. 

The  Letters  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  11th  and 
17th  of  January  last,  to  General  Schuyler,  were  read. 

The  Letter  of  General  Schuyler  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  the  25th  January,  was  read. 

A  Letter  from  Gen.  Schuyler,  dated  the  6th  February,  in- 
stant, was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit . 

"Albany,  February  6,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  The  Continental  Congress  having  ordered  one  re- 
giment to  be  raised  in  this  Province  to  go  into  Canada,  I  re- 
quested of  that  respectable  body  to  know  if  the  companies 


tliat  I  ordered  to  be  raised  for  garrisoning  Crown-Point,  Ti- 
conderoga.  Fort  George,  &,c.,  were  to  be  considered  as  part 
of  them.  You  will  probably  receive  directions  on  this  head  ; 
and  that  no  delay  may  be  made  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
officers  to  the  regiment,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  enclose 
you  the  names  of  such  as  1  gave  recruiting  ordei-s  to.  If 
Major  Gansevoort  should  be  provided  for,  or  Colonel  Yates 
promoted,  and  if  Captain  Curtis  had  the  majority  given 
hini,  I  believe  it  would  tend  to  fill  up  the  regiment  with 
much  expedition,  as  he  has  great  influence  in  the  part  of  the 
country  where  he  resides,  which  is  about  Canaan. 
"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Philip  Schuyler. 
"To  the  President  of  the  New-York  Congress." 

A  Return,  or  List  of  persons  who  have  had  Warrants 
from  General  Schuyler,  and  therein  enclosed,  was  also  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
"  A  Return  of  the  Names  of  persons  to  whom  Inlisting 
Orders  have  been  delivered  by  Major-General  Philip 
Schuyler. 
1775.  Nov.  16,  To  Captain  Eleazer  Curtis,  an  old  Cap- 
tain in  Colonel  Hinman's  Regiment,  now 
with  his  Company  at  Fort  George. 
"         16,  To  Captain  Daniel  Mills. 
"         27,  To  Captain  Joseph  McCracken. 
"         30,  To  Captain  Elias  Hasbrouck. 
"         30,  To  Captain  Andrew  Billings. 
First  Lieutenants. 

1775.  Nov.  27,  To  Lieutenant  Martin. 
"         27,  To  Lieutenant  Barnes. 

"         28,  To  Lieutenant  Anthony  Welph. 

1776.  Jan'y  8,  To  Mr.  Ebenezer  Hill. 

"         27,  To  Lieutenant  Charles  Graham. 
Second  Lieutenants. 

1775.  Nov.  24,  To  Sergeant  Cook. 
Dec.    2,  To  Mr.  Van  Veghten. 

1776.  Jan^y  8,  To  Mr.  James  Clark. 

•'  8,  To.  Mr.  William  Moulton. 

Ensigns. 
1776.  Jan'y  3,  To  Mr.  Luther  Bissell." 

A  Letter  from  Elihu  Marvin,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Orange  County,  dated  Oxford,  February  9, 
1776,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Oxford,  February  9,  1776., 

"Gentlemen:  In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  I  convened  our  County  Committee  on  Tuesday,  the 
6th  instant,  and  laid  the  matter  before  them  relative  to  the 
raising  of  men  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony.  The  same 
being  taken  into  consideration,  the  Committee  are  unani- 
mously of  opinion  that  there  can  be  three  companies  raised 
in  this  County,  viz.  two  on  the  north,  and  one  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Mountains ;  and  have  nominated  the  following 
persons  for  ^officers  to  raise  the  two  companies  on  the  north 
side,  to  wit :  In  Goshen  Regiment,  Daniel  Denton,  Cap- 
tain ;  Balthazer  Dehart,  First  Lieutenant ;  George  H. 
Jackson,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Samuel  Carpenter,  En- 
sign. In  Cornwall  Regiment,  Seth  Marvin,  Captain ; 
James  Little,  First  Lieutenant ;  Nathan  Strong,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Stephen  Hahey,  Ensign.  But,  at  the  same 
time,  the  Committee  think  it  will  be  out  of  their  power  to 
arm  any  considerable  part  of  the  men  they  raise,  on  account 
of  the  quantity  they  furnished  last  year,  none  of  which  have 
been  returned,  and  must  therefore  leave  that  matter  with  the 
Congress.  They  are  also  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of 
bad  consequence  to  nominate  more  than  one  set  of  officers 
to  each  company,  and  have  therefore  declined  it. 

The  Ensign  of  Captain  Raymond's  Company  having 
moved  out  of  this  County,  the  company  have  regularly  elected 
J^incent  Helme  to  that  office,  for  whom  a  commission  is  re- 
quested to  be  made  out,  and  sent  up  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  the  Congress  could  furnish  each  recruiting  Captain 
with  the  terms  upon  which  men  are  to  inlist,  with  regard  to 
time,  pay,  and  clothing,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
it  would  tend  to  facilitate  the  raising  the  companies  now  to 
be  filled.  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 
"  Elihu  Marvin,   Chairman. 

"  To  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  now  sitting  in  New-  York,  or,  in  his  absence, 
to  the  Chairman  pro  tempore." 
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and  was  seconded,  in  the  words 


Mr.  Scott  then  moved 
following,  to  wit  : 

Mu.  President  :  I  move  that  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed immediately,  to  take  into  consideration  those  matters 
which  the  Continental  Congress  have  recommended  for  exe- 
cution to  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  ensuing  campaign  ;  and  that,  to  this  end,  they 
have  power  to  send  for  all  the  papers  wliich  have  reference 
to  that  subject,  whether  in  the  hands  of  this  Congress  or 
the  Committee  of  Safety  ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  to 
be  appointed  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  do  make  report  upon 


for  their  appearance  whenever  required.  The  Petitioners, 
therefore,  humbly  pray  that  this  honourable  body  will  give 
them  such  relief  in  the  premises  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet. 
And  the  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  &.c. 

"  John  Willett,  Daniel  Kissam, 

"  5f "J-  Whitehead,         John  Shoals, 

Samuel  Hallett, 
Gilbert  Van  Wyck, 
John  Townscnd, 
"Nsw-YoRK,  February  12,  1776." 

After  reading  the  said  Petition  and  prayer  thereof,  Mr. 


"  Thomas  Smith, 
"  William  Weynman, 
"  Nathaniel  Moore, 


John  Polhcmus, 
Charles  Hicks, 
Samuel  Martin, 
David  Brooks, 
Joseph  French. 


each  respective  branch  of  the  subject  to  be  committed  to  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  the  prayer  thereof  be 

their  consideration,  with  all  possible  speed.  grajited 


The  same  being  unanimously  agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston, 
and  Mr.  Gansevoort,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  they  make  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Member  suggested  that  the  time  in  which  Robert 
Boyd  was  to  have  completed  his  contract  for  Arms  is  nearly 
expired,  that  he  has  as  yet  delivered  a  very  few  Musket- 
barrels,  &,c.,  agreeable  to  his  contract. 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  said  Robert 
Boyd,  directing  him  to  send  down  all  the  Gun-barrels  he 
has  made,  and  desiring  him  to  inform  the  Congress  when 
he  can  complete  his  contract. 

JVatkeys,  the  Gunsmith,  was  sent  for,  and  charged  to  finish 
the  Gun-barrels  now  m  his  custody.  He  says  he  can  finish 
them  in  seven  days.  He  is  charged  to  finish  them  in  ten 
days,  at  all  events. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Robert  Boyd,  on  the  subject  of 
Arms,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  is  now  a  considerable  time  since  we  have  had 
any  intelligence  from  you  respecting  the  completing  the 
contract  made  with  you  by  the  last  Congress.  The  season 
is  near  when  we  shall  want  all  the  arms  that  can  be  pro- 
cured. We  therefore  desire  that  you  advise  us,  without  de- 
lay, how  many  barrels,  and  bayonets,  and  steel  ramrods, 
you  have  made,  and  to  send  down  steel  ramrods  for  the  bar- 
rels sent  down  last  autumn.  And  as  the  time  in  which  the 
arms  were  to  be  made  is  now  expired,  we  wish  to  be  ad- 
vised whether  you  mean  to  go  on  in  making  arms  upon  the 
strength  of  that  contract ;  and  if  you  do,  to  inform  us  what 
number  you  can  complete  before  the  1st  day  oi  April. 

We  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  Mr.  Robert  Boyd,  New-Windsor. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDoiigall,  Colonel  Brasher, 
and  John  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on 
Major-General  Lee,  and  inform  him  that  the  Provincial 
Congress  is  now  formed  ;  that  if  he  has  anything  relative 
to  the  publick  service  or  safety  to  propose,  they  are  ready 
to  take  the  same  into  consideration  ;  and  that  they  are  ready 
to  give  him  any  necessary  aid  in  the  publick  service. 

A  Petition  of  John  Willett,  and  fourteen  other  persons, 
inhabitants  of  Qiieen's  County,  now  prisoners  under  a  guard 
in  the  City  of  New-York,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  followinK,  to  wit : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colo- 
ny of  New-York,  convened  in  the  City  of  New-York, 
the  Petition  of  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  Queen's 
County,  on  Nassau-Island,  humbly  showeth : 
"  That  your  Petitioners  have  been  obliged  to  attend  the 
honourable  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  in 
obedience  to  an  order  from  that  body,  as  verbally  delivered 
by  Colonel  Heard.    That  they  have  been  at  great  expense 
in  their  journey  to  and  from  Philadelphia,  and  are  now  con- 
fined in  this  city  at  their  own  expense,  and  denied  the  plea- 
sure of  visiting  their  families.     That  when  they  left  their 
several  homes  to  attend  tlie   honourable  the  Continental 
Congress,  they  were  admitted  to  go  and  return  to  diis  Con- 
gress on  parole  of  honour.     That  they  are  ready  and  wil- 
ling to  pledge  their  honours  to  observe  such  orders  as  this 
honourable  body  shall  direct,  respecting  their  appearance, 
provided  they  are  admitted  to  go  at  large;  or,  if  bail  should 
be  required,  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  give  such  reason- 
able security  as  to  this  honourable  body  shall  seem  meet, 


Debates  arose  upon  the  said  motion,  and  the  question 
being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  by  a  great 
majority. 

Mr.  Vanderbilt  requested  a  permit  to  complete  the  lading 
of  the  Brig  Defiance,  John  Waldron,  master.  Thereupon 
an  order  was  made  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Mr.  John  Vanderbilt  is  hereby  permitted  to  complete  the 
lading  of  the  Brigantine  Defiance,  whereof  John  Waldron 
is  master. 

Die  Martis,  A.  M.,  February  13,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New- York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr. 

Ray,  Colonel  Brasher,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Roosevelt, 

Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  Rensselaer,   Mr.    Oothoudt,  Mr. 

Gansevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — General   Woodhull,   Mr.   L'Hommedieu, 

Mr.  Hofiart,  Mr.  JVickham. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Major  Living- 
ston, Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Dewiit,  Mr.  Rhea. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Allison. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  Colonel  G. 

Drake,  Dr.  Graham,  Mr.  Ward. 
Fob  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wills. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 

A  certified  extract  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 
of  Ulster  County,  dated  New-Paltz,  January  19,  1776, 
and  signed  by  J.  Bruyn,  Chairman,  whereby  the  said  Com- 
mittee do  recommend  for  Field-Officers  in  the  Northern 
Regiment  of  said  County,  Mr.  Abraham  Hasbrouck,  for 
Colonel ;  Johannes  Snyder,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Jonathan 
Elmendorf  and  Adrian  Wynkoop,  Majors ;  Abraham  A. 
Hasbrouck,  Adjutant,  and  John  Van  Duesen,  Jun.,  for 
Quartermaster,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  issued  for  the  above 
Officers  immediately. 

A  Letter  from  Severyn  T.  Bruyn,  dated  Ulster  County, 
Bruynswick,  February  15,  1776,  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Ulster  County,  Bruynswiclt,  February  5, 1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  herewith  return  to  your  Honours  a 
commission  which  was  handed  to  me,  to  be  Adjutant  of  the 
Regiment  of  Minute-men  of  the  southern  part  of  the  County 
of  Ulster,  of  which  Thomas  Palmer,  Esq.,  is  the  Colonel, 
whereof  I  must  acquaint  your  Honours  I  cannot,  in  justice 
to  myself,  accept,  as  I  was  informed  some  time  last  fall  I 
was  recommended  to  your  House  (by  two  of  the  Deputies 
of  this  County  then  in  Congress)  to  be  First  Major  of  a 
Regiment  of  Minute-men,  of  which  George  Clinton,  Esq. 
was  to  be  Colonel ;  which  was  resolved  on,  and  entered  in 
your  Minutes ;  which  pixxieedings  were  communicated  to  me, 
and  I  accepted,  to  serve  my  country  in  that  capacity ; 
which  was  made  publick  at  sundry  meetings  of  officers,  and 
particularly  at  a  meeting  of  the  Field-Officers  of  this  County 
for  the  choosing  or  nominating  a  Brigadier-General,  where 
I  was  desired  to  meet,  and  accordingly  did,  and  gave  my 
vote  as  a  Major.  And  now,  to  be  tossed  out,  and  put  into 
a  lower  commission,  I  cannot  accept  thereof,  without  de- 
grading myself  to  the  lowest  degree.  However,  I  still  can 
serve  the  country  as  a  private,  and  not  be  dependant  for  my 
living  on  a  commission. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Severyn  T.  Bruyn. 
"  To  the  Honourable  tlie  Provincial  Congress  of  Neto-  York." 
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Ordered,  Tliat  die  Letter  from  S.  T.  Bruyn  be  referred 
10  the  Members  of  Ulster  County,  and  that  they  make  re- 
port with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Lt>tt(>r  from  tlie  Commitloc  of  Marhletown,  dated 
Jamtari/  29,.  signed  by  Levi  Pawling,  Chairman,  was  read 
ajid  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  follow  ing,  to  wit : 

"  Marbletown,  January  29,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  We,  the  Committee  of  the  township  of 
Marhktoim,  are  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  trou- 
Wing  your  honourable  body  ;  though,  as  it  b  the  first  of  the 
kind,  we  expect  to  be  excused. 

"  The  matter  we  have  to  lay  before  your  honourable 
Board  is,  that,  in  compliance  to  a  resolve  passed  by  the 
honourable  Provincial  Congress  the  2-2d  of  August  last, 
there  was  an  election  for  choosing  of  oflicers  in  the  com- 
pany of  the  southwest  district  of  said  town,  and  the  follow- 
ing persons  were  chosen  by  a  very  great  majority,  viz: 
Cornelius  E.  Wynkoop,  Captain ;  Charles  W.  Brodhead, 
Fii-st  Lieutenant ;  Moses  M.  Cantine,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
and  Jacob  Chambers  Ensign  ;  which  your  honourable  Board 
has  been  pleased  to  commission.  These  gentlemen  offi- 
ciated each  in  their  respective  ranks  with  great  satisfaction, 
as  far  as  we  know,  until  it  pleased  your  honourable  body  to 
promote  Captain  Wynkoop  to  be  a  Major  in  Colonel  De- 
wilCs  Regiment  of  Minute-men ;  after  whi»h,  there  was 
a  day  appointed,  agreeably  to  said  resolve,  for  filling  up 
the  vacancy  by  the  company's  choice,  when  John  Has- 
brouck,  a  person  not  belonging  to  the  company,  nor  even 
to  the  regiment,  set  up,  or  intended  to  set  up,  fbr  Cap- 
tain of  said  company  ;  which  caused  a  great  deal  of  con- 
fusion. 

"  We  therefore  pray  that  we  may  be  informed,  as  soon  as 
possible,  whether  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  honourable  body 
that  a  Captain  should  be  chosen,  or  that  the  First  Lieutenant 
should  be  promoted,  and  the  other  subalterns  rise  in  rank, 
and  then  an  Ensign  to  be  chosen ;  which  we  think  is  the 
most  natural  constniction  to  be  laid  on  the  resisted  resolve. 
And  if  a  procedure  of  that  kind  cannot  take  place,  your 
Honours  may  be  assured  that  Mr.  Brodhead  will  resign, 
and  then  a  new  election  must  ensue,  and  in  course  more 
troubles  of  that  kind  ensue.  But,  at  the  same  time,  we 
;ire  willing  to  comply  with  such  directions  as  we  may  re- 
ceive from  your  honourable  body. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen,  your  Honours'  very  humble  ser- 
vants. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  Levi  Pawling,   Chairman. 

"To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  in  New-York." 

The  Petition  of  John  Hashrmick  and  others,  dated  at 
Marbletown,  January  30,  1776,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Mar- 
bletown, as  also  the  Petition  of  John  Hasbrouck  and  others, 
be  referred  to  the  Members  of  Orange  and  Dutchess,  and 
tliat  they  make  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Colonel  McDougall,  fitim  the  Committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  General  Lee,  reported,  that  they  had  waited  on 
General  Lee,  and  delivered  him  the  Congress's  message  of 
yesterday,  and  that  the  General  was  pleased  to  answer,  that 
he  thanked  the  Congress  for  their  politeness,  and  would 
avail  himself  of  the  tender  of  their  services  as  circumstances 
shall  make  it  necessary. 

As  the  following  gentlemen  (being  among  the  number  of 
Deputies  chosen  to  represent  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York,  in  this  Congress)  have  not  taken  their  seats,  to  wit : 
Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Benjamin  Kissam,  John 
Morton,  Gabriel  W.  Ludlow,  Isaac  Sears,  Cornelius  Clop- 
pcr,  and  Theodoras  Van  Wyck. 

And  as  it  is  necessary  for  the  publick  service  that  the 
representation  of  the  City  and  County  of  New-York  be 
complete,  it  is  tlierefore 

Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New-York  be  directed  to  cause,  by  election  of 
the  inhabitants  entitled  to  vote,  a  Return  to  be  made  of 
seven  Deputies,  to  serve  in  this  Congress  with  the  other 
Deputies  of  the  said  City  and  County,  in  the  room  of  the 
above-mentioned  persons,  who  have  not  taken  their  seats, 
and  that  the  said  Return  be  made  on  or  before  the  20th 
instant. 

Ordered,  further,  That  such  Members  who  have  taken 


their  seats  in  Congress  be  requested  to  give  their  attend- 
ance. 

Mr.  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New-York  attending,  was  re- 
quested to  come  into  Congress.  He  informed  the  Congress 
that  the  passage  to  his  Excellency  Govemour  Tryon's  Ship 
is  hnpeded  by  sentinels ;  that  his  Majesty's  Council,  and 
some  of  the  Magistrates  of  this  City,  may  have  occasion  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency.     Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  the  Won.Cadwallader  Colden,  Esq.,  Lieu- 
tenant-Govemour,  and  the  Hon.  Daniel  Horsmanden,  Oli- 
ver De  Lancey,  Charles  Ward  Apthorpe,  William  Smith, 
Hugh  Wallace,  William  Axtell,  and  John  Harris  Cruger, 
Esquires,  of  his  Majesty's  Council  for  this  Colony ;  the 
Woi-shipful  mntchead  Hicks,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  tlie  City  of 
New-York,  and  Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Deputy  Sec- 
retary and  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Council,  or  any  of  his  stated 
Clerks,  who  may  by  his  order  attend  the  Council  of  this 
Colony,  and  each  and  every  of  them,  be  pennitted  to  go 
on  board  of  his  Excellency's  Ship,  until  the  further  order 
or  direction  of  this  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  , 
and  that  a  copy  hereof,  delivered  to  the  officer  of  the  Port- 
Guard,  be  a  sufficient  pass  for  each  and  every  of  the  afore- 
said publick  officers,  without  any  other  pass  or  copy  hereof 
in  the  custody  of  either  of  those  gentlemen  ;  and 

Ordered,  That  tlie  copy  hereof  delivered  to  the  officer 
of  the  Port-Guard,  be  delivered  over  to  each  successive  offi- 
cer of  the  Port-Guard. 

A  Letter  from  'Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Deputy  Sec- 
retary of  this  Colony,  was  again  read.  He  therein  men- 
tions his  inclination  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  use  any  re- 
creation, on  his  engagement  not  to  quit  the  Records.  And 
Mr.  John  McKesson  infonned  Congress  that  his  Majesty's 
Council  is  to  sit  to-mon-ow,  and  that  the  attendance  of 
Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Esq.,  as  Clerk  of  the  Council,  may 
be  necessary :  Therefore, 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Esq.,  the  Deputy 
Secretary  of  this  Colony,  be  permitted  to  come  to  the  City 
of  New-  York,  or  to  depart  from  the  house  of  Nicholas  Bay- 
ard, Esq.,  at  any  time  he  shall  think  proper,  on  his  leaving 
one  of  his  stated  Clerks  there,  during  his  absence,  on  every 
such  occasion. 

On  request  of  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer  and 
Major  R.  G.  Livingston  are  added  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed yesterday,  to  take  into  consideration  the  matters 
which  the  Continental  Congress  have  recommended  for 
execution  to  this  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Colonel  Joseph  Drake  applied  for  some  blank  Commis- 
sions for  Officers  of  Militia  in  B'^estchester  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  send  to  the  Committee  of 
Westchester  County,  by  Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  such  blank 
Commissions,  signed  by  the  President  of  this  Congress,  as 
they  have  here  in  the  Congress  Chamber. 

Thereupon,  three  blank  Commissions  (which  are  all  the 
Secretaries  had  here)  were  delivered  to  Colonel  Joseph 
Drake,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Westchester  County,  to  be  filled  up. 

A  Letter  from  Isaac  Thompson,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Islip,  in  Suffolk  County,  bearing  date  the  9th  in- 
stant, was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"Islip,  in  Suffolk  County,  February  9,  A.  D.  1776. 

"  Sir  :  There  never  has  been  a  Militia  Company  formed 
in  this  Precinct ;  but  they  that  bore  arms  in  the  east  part  of 
this  Precinct  have  been  in  the  Smithtoum  Company,  and 
those  of  the  west  part  of  this  Precinct  have  been  under  a 
Huntington  Captain  ;  whicli  has  been  disagreeable  to  the 
greatest  part  of  the  people  of  this  Precinct,  and  it  has  been 
the  cause  of  uneasiness  amongst  us.  We  informed  Colonel 
Potter  of  what  we  were  going  to  do,  before  we  proceeded 
to  form  a  company.  The  Colonel  said  the  company  would 
not  be  so  large  as  he  should  choose ;  but  if  it  would  unite 
the  people,  and  if  they  did  proceed  to  choose  their  officers, 
&1C.,  that  he  would  order  the  names  of  those  of  the  east  part 
of  this  Precinct  to  be  taken  out  of  the  list  at  Smithtoum. 

"The  way  thus  being  laid  open,  the  people  of  this  Pre- 
cinct assembled  together,  and  in  our  presence  proceeded  to 
the  choice  of  their  officers.  They  unanimously  chose  Be- 
najah  Strong  for  their  Captain,  Jeremiah  Terry  for  their 
First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Oakley  for  their  Second  Lieuten- 
ant, and  Annen  Mobrey  for  their  Ensign. 
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"The  above-named  persons  have  signed  the  Association. 
We  desire  tiiat  commissions  may  be  granted  to  the  aljove- 
named  persons,  as  we  believe  it  will  tend  very  much  to 
unite  the  people  in  this  Precinct. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Mip  : 

"  Isaac  Thompson,  Chairman. 
"  To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at  New-  York. 

"  P.  S.  There  are  about  thirty-six  or  thii-ty-seven  that 
would  belong  to  this  company.  I.  T." 

The  Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration  ;  and 
thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  Islip  be  fomied  into  a 
Militia  Company,  agreeable  to  their  request,  and  that  Com- 
missions issue  to  the  following  gentlemen,  to  wit :  Benajah 
Strong,  Captain  ;  Jeremiah  Terry,  Firet  Lieutenant ;  Samuel 
Oakley,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  Annen  Mobrey,  Ensign, 
agreeably  to  the  election  of  the  Company,  and  the  Return 
of  the  Committee. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County,  bearing 
date  the  11th  of  January  last,  and  requesting  the  loan  of 
five  hundred  Pounds  for  their  County,  payable  to  Mr.  John 
Moore,  one  of  their  Deputies,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Tryon  County  Co^imittee-Chambcr,  January  11,  1776.- 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen  :  We  took  into  mature  con- 
sideration the  defraying  of  our  Committee  expenses  for  seve- 
ral services  of  scouting  parties,  guards,  and  other  necessary 
duties,  performed  upon  orders  of  our  Board  since  the  27th 
August,  1774,  to  this  day ;  and  as  it  is  to  be  feared  that  if 
m  case  we  should  levy  such  wanting  money  in  a  tax  from 
our  constituents,  our  Association  would  be  hurt  or  entirely 
broken  ;  therefore  it  is  resolved  by  our  Board,  that  such  sum 
of  money  as  is  wanted  for  that  purpose  might  be  drawn 
out  of  the  Provincial  Treasury  in  New- York,  and  the  same 
charged  to  this  Board  until  a  future  time.  In  order  of 
which  we  apply  to  you,  with  the  humble  request  for  your 
kind  assistance  in  granting  such  reasonable  desire ;  and  rely- 
ing thereon,  we  do  hereby  appoint  and  authorize  our  Dele- 
gate, Mr.  John  Moore,  to  receive  out  of  the  fund  above- 
mentioned  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  the  use  of 
defraying  such  necessary  payments  already  due  on  account 
and  charge  of  our  Board,  as  aforesaid. 

"  Your  favourable  compliance  will  in  particular  oblige, 
who  are  esteemfully,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  obedient 
humble  servants. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

"  Isaac  Paris,  Chairman. 

"  Attest :  "  John  Eisenlord,  Ckrk. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Congress  of  New-  York." 

The  Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  deferred  for  further  considera- 
tion on  the  arrival  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Tryon  County 
Committee,  which  are  speedily  expected. 

A  Letter  from  David  Pye,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  the  south  side  of  the  Mountains,  in  Orange  County, 
recommending  sundry  gentlemen  for  officers  in  the  Troops 
to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  County  Committee,  south  side  of  the  Mountains,  7 
in  the  County  of  Orange,  February  10,  1776.      5 

"  In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, and  a  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  New-  York,  now  before  us,  we  do  recommend  the  under- 
named persons  for  officers  for  two  companies,  to  be  raised 
in  this  part  of  the  said  County,  upon  probability  that  they 
will  be  completed,  viz : 

"Amos  Hatchings,  Captain  ;  Pattan  Jackson,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Robert  Wood,  Second  Lieutenant ;  George  John- 
son, Ensign ;  nominated  for  officers  for  one  company,  for 
the  Continental  service. 

''Arie  King,  Captain  ;  William  Sicher,  First  Lieutenant ; 
John  D.  Coe,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Peter  Ohknus,  Ensign  ; 
nominated  for  officers  for  one  company,  for  the  Continental 
service. 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  above  nominations,  if  accepted  by 
the  Congress,  the  persons  concerned  request  to  know  when 
they  must  commence,  and  what  clothing  is  to  be  allowed. 
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and  what  will   be  allowed  for  sufijcient  arms  wliich  may 
amount  to  one-third  tlie  number  of  men. 
"  We  are,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 

"  Per  order :  David  Pye,  Deputy  Chairman. 

"  To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New-York. 

"  P.  S.  The  bearer  hereof,  Amos  Ilutchings,  will  wait 
your  answer  hereunto.     Pray  use  the  utmost  despatch." 

A  Letter  from  John  W.  Watkins,  offering  his  services  to 
his  country,  and  requesting  a  Commission,  was  read  and 
filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  two  last  mentioned  Letters  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
matters  recommended  from  Continental  Congress  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution. 

Mr.  Isaac  Marschalk,  from  the  gentlemen  requested  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  delivered  in  a  List  of  empty  or 
uninhabited  Houses  in  this  City. 

Die  Martis,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  February  13,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Biigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Ray,  Mr.  Sands,  Captain  Rutgers, 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Van  Corilandt,  Mr.  Beek- 

man. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt,   Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel 

Rensselaer. 
For   Suffolk'. — General   Woodhull,   Mr.  L'Hommedieu, 

Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Dcwitt. 
For  King's. — ^Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Westchester. — Dr.Graham,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake, 

Mr.  Ward,  Colonel  Leuns  Graham. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Morris  Graham,  Colonel  Ten 

Broeck,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Allison,  Mr.  Herring. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wills. 

Mr.  Scott  informed  the  Congress  that  Dr.  Middleton  in- 
formed him  that  Govemour  Tryon  is  indisposed,  and  that  it 
is  necessary  that  Dr.  Middleton,  as  his  physician,  should  go 
on  board. 

Thereupon,  a  Permit  was  given  to  Dr.  Middleton,  in  tlie 
words  following,  to  wit : 

To  the  Officer  of  the  Port-Guard  : 

Dr.  Middleton  is  hereby  permitted  to  go  on  board  of  his 
Excellency's  Ship  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon. 
By  order; 

Dr.  John  Williams,  of  Charlotte  County,  appeared  in 
Congress,  and  produced  his  Credentials ;  which  were  read 
and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

"  At  a  general  meeting,  held  in  White  Creek,  January 
25,  1776,  it  was  unanimously  agreed,  that  Dr.  John  Wil- 
liams and  Mr.  Alexander  Campbell  should  represent  the 
County  of  Charlotte  in  Provincial  Congress  till  the  second 
Tuesday  in  May  next. 

"  By  order  of  this  meeting : 

"  Alexander  Webster,  Clerk." 

A  Letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  bearing  date  the  8th  in- 
stant, was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  tlie  words  following,  to 

wit: 

"  Dutchess  County  Committee,  February  8,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  In  compliance  with  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  this  Committee  proceed- 
ed to  deliberate  on  every  part  of  your  directions  respecting 
the  four  regiinents  to  be  raised,  and  in  Continental  pay,  for 
the  defence  of  this  Colony,  and  are  of  opinion  tliat,  not- 
withstanding liere  are  now  in  this  County  six  recniiting  offi- 
cers in  the  service  of  the  Continent,  viz :  Captains  Billings, 
Rosekrans,  and  Graham,  and  Lieutenant*  ZJurten  and  Doty, 
and  Ensign  Johnson,  we  shall  be  able  to  complete  three 
companies.  Accordingly  we  have,  with  the  utmost  caution 
and  circumspection,  recommended  the  following  gentlemen 
in  the  different  Precincts  as  proper  officers  for  this  most 
essential  service,  viz : 

"  William  Barker,  Captain ;  John  Lloyd,  First  Lieute- 
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nant ;  Nathaniel  Meade,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Punder- 
son.  Ensi<;n. 

''Abraham  Smtrtuvut,  Captain:  John  Durling,  Fii'st  Lieu- 
tenant ;  EH  Pearson,  Second  Lieutenant ;  George  Brooks, 
Ensign. 

"3iathan  Pearce,  Jun.,  Ca])tain  ;  Joshua  Bamvm,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Josiah  Crosby,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Thomas 
Osirander,  Ensign. 

"  At  the  same  time  we  could  wish  to  have  complied  more 
paiticularly  with  the  tcnour  of  your  directions  respecting  the 
advice  of  our  Deputies,  w  hich  we  would  most  readily  have 
done  had  we  had  the  opportunity  of  procuring  their  attend- 
ance. 

"  The  latter  part  of  your  respectable  favour  directs  us  to 
nominate  two  gentlemen  for  each  office,  that  you  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  choosing  the  one  you  shall  think  best  qua- 
lified. In  this  particular  instance,  we  beg  leave  to  observe 
that  the  inconveniences  to  us  appear  insurmountable,  and 
therefore  have  thought  proper  to  desist  from  the  mode. 

"  We  remain  your  very  humble  servants. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  Egbert  Benson,  Chairman. 

"  To  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  oi New-York." 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to  die  Com- 
mittee to  whom  the  other  Letters  recommending  Officers 
are  referred. 

Colonel  McDougall  and  Colonel  Brasher,  who,  by  order 
of  the  Congress,  had  gone  to  wait  on  General  Lee,  to  re- 
quest a  change  in  the  mode  of  his  order  to  the  Officer  of 
die  Port-Guard,  returned,  and  reported  that  General  Lee 
had  given  a  new  order  to  the  Officer  of  the  Port-Guard 
with  respect  to  persons  pennitted  to  go  on  board  his  Excel- 
lency's Ship  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon. 

The  said  Order  being  read,  was  in  the  words  following, 

to  wit: 

"New-York,  February  13,  1776. 

"  Sib  :  You  will  give  orders  to  the  Sentinels  posted  on 
the  wharves  to  permit  all  persons  who  have  leave  or  liberty 
from  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
to  pass  on  board  the  ship  where  Mr.  Trtjon  resides. 

"  Charles  Lee,  Major-General. 
"To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Port-Guard." 

Ordered,  That  Major-General  Lee's  said  Order,  and  a 
certified  copy  of  the  Permit  or  Order  of  this  Congress  of  this 
morning,  that  his  Majesty's  Council  of  this  Colony,  the 
Mayor  of  this  City,  and  the  Deputy  Secretaries  of  the  Co- 
lony, be  permitted  to  go  on  board  his  Excellency's  Ship,  be 
delivered  to  the  Officer  of  the  Port-Guard  by  one  of  the 
Secretaries. 

Some  Accounts  for  billeting  a  part  of  Major-General  Lee's 
Guards  were  produced  and  read.    Thereupon, 

Ordered,  That  all  Accounts  contracted  by  Major-Gene- 
ral Lee  for  the  Continental  service,  be  audited  for  payment 
by  Colonel  McDougall;  and,  being  so  audited,  that  diey 
be  paid  by  Colonel  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  until  a  proper  person 
is  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Continental  Congress. 

Die  Mcrcurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  February  14,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Sands,  Captain  Riit- 
gers,  Mr.  Helme,  Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Roosevelt, 
Colonel  Brasher. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Colonel  NicoU,  Mr. 
Oothoudt,  Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr. 
L'Hommedieu,  Mr.  Hobart. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Rhea. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhovcn,  Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Allison. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham,  Major  R.  G.  Li- 
vingston, Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Livingston. 

For  WESTCHEsrER. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Ward,  Co- 
lonel G.  Drake,  Dr.  Graham. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wills. 

For  Charlotte. — Dr.  Williams. 

The  Congress,  considering  that  the  Writs  for  electing 

Representatives  in  this  Colony  are  returnable  this  day,  and 


that  the  General  Assembly  may  have  occasion  to  meet  in 
the  Chamber, 

Ordered,  That  Messi-s.  Roosevelt  and  Abraham  Yates 
request  of  the  Mayor  of  diis  City  die  use  of  the  Common- 
Council  Room  for  the  Congress. 

Messi-s.  Murray,  Sansom  fy  Co.,  sent  in  a  request  by  Mr. 
Robert  Muiray,  for  leave  to  send  Provisions,  and  certain 
other  articles  in  tlieir  request  mentioned,  on  board  of  the 
Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon. 

The  Congress  consented  that  part  of  the  said  Provisions 
be  sent  on  board,  together  with  the  other  articles.  There- 
upon, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Murray,  Sansom  &f  Co.,  be  per- 
mitted to  put  on  board  of  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  five 
barrels  Pork,  five  barrels  Bei.'f,  one  box  Candles,  one  coil  of 
three-inch  Rope,  some  Blocks,  one  bolt  of  Canvass  No.  1, 
and  two  cords  of  Firewood,  for  the  use  of  said  Ship  and  her 
crew. 

A  Letter  from  Abraham  Godwin,  dated  yesterday,  offer- 
ing his  service  to  his  country  as  a  Captain,  and  alleging  that 
he  had  inlisted  the  best  part  of  his  Company,  was  read  and 
filed. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  widi  the  other  Letters  on 
that  subject. 

The  Petition  of  John  Dc  JVint,  of  Orange  Town,  in  the 
County  of  Orange,*  praying  leave  to  export  Provisions  to 
the  Island  of  >S'^.  Thomas,  in  the  Danish  West-Indies,  was 
read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  rejected. 

A  Petition  of  Guert  Spt.  De  Wint,  Esquire,  was  read. 
He  thereby  requests  leave  to  export  a  large  quantity  of  Pro- 
visions and  Lumber  for  the  use  of  his  Estate  in  the  Island  of 
St.  Thovws,  in  the  Danish  West-Indies ;  likewise  leave  to 
export  his  Household  Furniture,  Horses  and  Carriages,  and 
his  family,  and  a  generous  supply  of  all  the  good  things  of 
this  country,  for  the  use  of  himself  and  family  at  sea. 

Ordered,  That  that  part  of  the  Petition  of  Guert  Spt.  De 
Wint,  Esq.,  which  relates  to  removal  of  his  Family,  Horses, 
Carriages,  and  Household  Furniture,  and  a  necessary  sup- 
ply of  Provisions  only  for  their  use  at  sea,  be  referred  to  the 
General  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  iVew-Yorfc; 
and  that  all  the  other  parts  of  the  said  Petidon  bo  rejected. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  submitting  to  the 
Congress  the  case  oi  Jean  Baptiste  De  Gas,  and  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Company  of  Artificers,  Stc,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"New-York,  February  14,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Enclosed  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  the  case  of 
Jean  Baptiste  Pe  Gas,  a  Canadian,  submitdng  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Provincial  Congress  whether  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  furnish  him  with  a  necessary  sum  of  money  to 
enable  him  to  proceed  to  Mr.  Hancock,  to  whom  he  has 
been  recommended. 

"  Sir,  as,  in  all  probability,  a  considerable  body  of  troops 
will  be  stationed  in  this  city  and  its  environs  during  the 
present  contest,  I  would  take  die  liberty  to  propose  to  the 
Congress  the  establishment  of  a  Corps  of  Artificers.  Such 
an  establishment  is  not  only  necessary  for  the  different  mi- 
litary works,  but  I  apprehend  it  will  answer  very  materially 
in  point  of  economy. 

"There  is  another  circumstance  I  must  beg  leave  to 

*  To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Province  of  New- 
York,  noil)  assembled  at  New-York: 
The  humble  Petition  o/John  De  Wixt,  o/OniNOE  Totvn,  and  Coun- 
ty o/Orais'ge,  showeth: 

That  ^our  Petitioner  has  long  resided  in  this  Province,  and  has  now 
a  large  and  numerous  family  about  him.  That  your  Petitioner  has  a 
Plantation  in  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  Danish  West-Indies, 
which  has  been  the  entire  support  of  himself  and  numerous  family,  who 
cannot  subsist  without  the  income  of  said  estate.  And  whereas,  through 
the  prohibition  of  exporting  lumber,  his  said  estate  must  sink  this  year  s 
crop,  now  standing  on  the  fields;  your  Petitioner  therefore  prays  your  in- 
dulgence or  permission  to  ship,  for  the  sole  use  of  said  estate,  ten  thou- 
sand staves  and  five  thousand  hoops. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  on  said  Plantation  one  hundred  and  sixty 
Negroes,  whose  support  eutirely  depends  on  provisions  from  America, 
and,  by  that  means,  the  support  of  himself  and  numerous  family  depend 
on  the  same.  Your  Petitioner  therefore  prays  your  indulgence  to  ship, 
for  the  use  of  said  Negroes,  fifty  casks  of  white  flour,  fifty  casks  of  rye 
flour,  twenty-five  lierci's  of  bread,  and  ten  barrels  of  pork.  And  your 
Petitioner  shall  forever  pray.  Jobs  Db  Wist. 

February  14,  1776. 
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mention  :  it  is,  sir,  to  appoint  some  person  as  Commissary, 
to  receive,  take  care  of,  and  be  responsible  for  the  various 
sorts  of  military  stores  now  in  our  hands. 
"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Charles  Lee. 

"  To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Contrress  of  the  Colony 
of  New-York." 

"New- York,  Fcbrnary  13,  1776. 

"  General  Wooster  employed  Jean  Baptiste  De  Gas  the 
4th  of  January,  as  conductor  and  interpreter  of  the  prison- 
ei-s  who  were  sent  from  Montreal  to  Albany.  In  conse- 
quence, he  conducted  them  to  Albany.  General  Wooster 
advanced  him  no  money ;  but  he  received  from  Lieutenant 
Cook,  at  Ticonderoga,  twenty-two  shillings,  New-York 
money ;  that  this  is  the  only  money  he  has  received ;  that 
as  General  Montgomery  had- promised  to  recommend  him  to 
the  Congress  for  a  commission  in  a  regiment  of  Canadians 
to  be  raised  for  the  Continental  service,  and  as  General 
Wooster  assured  him  he  had  written  in  his  favour  to  Mr. 
Hancock,  he  thought  both  his  interest  and  his  duty  obliged 
him  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  make  applica- 
tion, in  person,  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Congress  for  their 
favour  and  protection  ;  but  at  Poughkeepsie  he  fell  sick, 
where,  having  no  money,  he  was  obliged  to  sell  part  of  his 
clothes  to  pay  his  Doctor,  and  the  expenses  of  his  living." 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Bnigh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay  to 
Jean  Baptiste  De  Gas,  (recommended  by  General  Lee,)  who 
appears  to  have  been  employed  by  General  Wooster  as 
Conductor  and  Interpreter  to  the  Prisoners  from  Montreal 
to  Albany,  and  for  which  he  has  not  been  fully  satisfied,  the 
sum  of  twenty  Dollars,  to  assist  him  on  his  journey  from 
this  City  to  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McBongall  and  Mr.  Sands  be  a 
Committee  to  take  into  consideration  that  part  of  Major- 
General  Lee's  Letter  to  this  Congress  relative  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  Corps  of  Artificers,  and  the  appointment  of  a 
Commissary  to  receive,  take  care  of,  and  be  responsible  for 
the  various  sorts  of  Military  Stores  now  in  the  General's 
hands  ;  and  that  they  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Letter  from  Messrs.  Ifilliam  Bedlow  and  Jonathan 
Lawrence,  Commissioners  in  the  Highlands,  bearing  date 
the  12th  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit  : 

"  Fort  Constitution,  February  12,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  As  we  have  now  weather  to  finish  the  Battery 
recommended  in  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
23d  January  last,  we  were  desirous  of  setting  about  it,  by 
employing  the  Minute-men  in  garrison  here.  Colonel  Nicoll 
informs  us  the  men  seem  unwilling,  unless  allowed  some 
small  compensation.  We  have  agreed  to  allow  them  one 
shilling  per  day  when  at  work.  If  it  is  not  with  your  ap- 
probation, shall  desist  from  giving  them  anything. 

"  We  beg  leave  to  remark,  on  the  order  of  the  Commit-  . 
tee  in  the  above-mentioned  letter,  that,  to  make  the  breast- 
work of  said  Battery  twenty  feet  thick,  we  must  make  the 
stone-work  of  the  wall  equal  to  support  such  a  breastwork ; 
which  will  be  as  expensive,  and  take  as  much  time  as  has 
already  accrued  on  it.  If  it  be  agreeable,  we  can  make  the 
breastwork  with  three  pieces  of  timber  thick,  twelve  by 
twelve  on  the  outer  face,  and  two  the  inside,  taking  in  the 
whole  width  of  the  crown  of  the  wall,  except  six  inches  for 
the  sleepers  of  the  platform  to  rest  on,  and  to  fill  the  space 
between  the  timber  with  earth,  well  rammed  down.  Your 
answer  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  will  oblige,  sir,  your 

humble  servants,  „  •,,,  t^ 

"  William  Bedlow. 

"Jonathan  Lawrence. 
"  To  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  New-York." 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Isaac  Nicoll,  Commanding  Officer 
at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Fort  Constitution,  February  12, 1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  Commissioners  for  carrying  on  the 
works  at  this  garrison  have  applied  to  me  to  order  out 
workmen — parties  out  of  the  men  under  my  command  here — 
for  that  purpose.  I  am  heartily  disposed  to  comply  with 
their  request,  being  assured  it  will  promote  the  publick  ser- 


vice, and  be  a  great  saving.  Yet  I  fear,  unless  the  men 
have  some  little  extra  allowance,  they  will  rather  enter  upon 
their  duty  with  reluctance ;  and  am  the  more  induced  to 
think  so,  as  the  soldiers  who  have  been  employed  by  the 
Commissioners  have  had  an  allowance  of  one  shillimr  per 
day  each.  I  shall  be  glad,  therefore,  to  be  informed  wirelher 
the  men  are  to  expect  such,  or  any  allowance,  being,  at 
any  rate,  determined  to  exert  myself  in  forwardin<T  thcrbu- 
siness  by  every  means  in  my  power.  Enclosed  yo"u  have  a 
return  of  the  Minute-men  now  stationed  here.* 

"  And  am,  gentlemen,  with  profound  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

"Isaac  Nicoll. 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 

of  ]Siew-York." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  L'Hommedieu  be  a 
Committee  to  take  the  said  Letters,  and  the  subject-matter 
thereof,  mto  consideration,  and  to  prepare  answers  riiereto, 
and  to  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Joseph  Ooten  Bogert  informed  the  Congress  that  the 
Sentinels  of  the  Port-Guard  have  prevented  him  from  sup- 
plying to  His  Excellency  the  Governour,  and  the  people 
on  board  of  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  the  ordinary  sup- 
plies of  fresh  Provisions. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Joseph  O.  Bogert,  butcher, 
be  permitted  to  supply  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon  with 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  fresh  Provisions ;  and  that  the  said 
Joseph  O.  Bogert  do  furnish  Captain  William  Mercier  v/'ith 
an  account,  from  day  to  day,  of  the  quantity  "of  Provisions 
so  siipplied  by  him  ;  and  that  a  certified  copy  of  this  Order 
be  given  to  the  said  Joseph  O.  Bogert. 

The  Congress  was  informed  that  the  Barrackmaster  is 
in  want  of  Beds,  or  crocus  or  canvass  to  make  Beds,  for  the 
Troops  hourly  expected  ;  and  that  materials  fit  for  that  pur- 
pose are  not  to  be  purchased. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to  the 
Barrackmaster  as  many  of  the  coarsest  Sheets  as  he  shall 
apply  for,  to  cover  straw  Beds  for  the  Troops  expected ; 
and  that  Mr.  Curtenius  take  the  Barrackmaster's  receipt 
for  the  same. 

John  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  and  Captain 
Rutgers,  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Lists  of 
empty  Houses  in  this  city,  made  by  sundry  citizens  at  the 
request  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  returned  to  this 
Congress,  and  to  ascertain  such  as  they  may  think  most 
proper  for  the  use  of  the  Troops. 

Die  Mercurii,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  February  14,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Beekman,  Colonel  Bra- 
sher, Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Captain  Rut- 
gers, Mr.  Cortlandt. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Colonel  Nicoll, 
Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Oothoudt. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  Mr. 
Wickham,  Mr.  Hobart. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham,  Colonel  P.  Ten 
Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Major  R.  G.  Livingston. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Allison. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Rhea. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Colonel  L.  Graham, 
Dr.  Graham,  Colonel  G.  Drake. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  MUs. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 

For  Charlotte. — Dr.  Williams. 

*  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  .Ww- 
York. — A  Return  of  tlio  Troops  now  on  present  duly  at  Fort  Con- 
stitution. 

Captain  Samuel  Raymond,  Lieutenant  David  liey7U)ld»,JAe\it£na.nt 
Jtichard  I.angdon,  Deputy  Quartermaster  John  Hifferman,  Ensign 
Vincent  Helms,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Drummer,  one  Fifer, 
fifty-eight  Privates. 

Captain  I'eter  Hill,  Lieutenant  James  I.atta,  Lieutenant  J\'athaniel 
JUilligan,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  fifty- 
five  Privates. 

Captain Lieutenant  James  Butler,  Lieutenant   William 

Jlnrher,  Ensign  Ifilliam  Carpenter,  two  Sergeants,  three  Corporals, 
one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  thirly-two  Privates. 

I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  Return  of  the  Troops  now  on 
present  duty.  Given  under  my  hand,  at  Fort  Constitution,  Februarif 
13,  1776.  Isaac  JN'icoli,. 
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The  Congress  were  informed  by  a  Member  that,  amongst 
other  Stores  lately  removed  and  ])ut  into  the  care  of  Colo- 
nel Peter  Curtcnius,  there  is  a  chest  of  excellent  I>int  for 
wounds,  V  hich  ought  to  be  carefully  preserved,  on  account 
of  die  difficulty  of  obtaining  that  article ;  and  tliat  some 
Linen  for  bandages  is  also  necessary. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Dr.  John  Jones  and  Dr.  Treat 
be  requested  to  take  the  charge  and  care  of  all  the  said  Lint, 
and  so  much  of  the  Medicines  and  Sheets  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Colonel  Curtcnius  as  they  may  think  necessaiy 
for  dressing  of  wounds,  to  be  preserved  for  the  use  of  such 
Hospital  and  Tix)ops  as  shall  hereafter  be  directed  by  the 
Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

And  Ordered,  That  Colonel  P.  T.  Curtenius  deliver  the 
said  Lint,  Medicines,  and  Sheets,  to  diose  gentlemen  when 
it  may  be  convenient  for  them  to  receive  the  same. 

A  Letter  from  the  Congress  of  New-Jersey,  dated  at 
New-Brunswick,  on  the  l'2th  instant,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  Provincial  Congress,  Brunswick,  February  12,  1 776. 

"  Sir  :  This  Congress,  sincerely  desirous  of  rendering 
every  jx)ssible  assistance  to  promote  the  common  cause  of 
America,  have  most  cheerfully  complied  with  the  request  of 
your  Committee  of  Safety,  as  signified  to  us  by  your  letter 
of  the  10th  instant ;  and  Colonel  Heard,  with  a  detachment 
of  seven  hundred  men  under  his  command,  is  now  under 
orders  to  inarch  immediately  to  Staten-Island,  to  secure  it 
from  depredators. 

"  It  will  always  be  a  pleasure  to  this  Congress  to  co-ope- 
rate with  your  Colony  in  any  measures  which  concern  the 
common  interest ;  and  we  hope,  as  soon  as  this  particular 
service  is  completed,  that  Colonel  Heard  will  have  permis- 
sion to  return  with  the  troops  under  his  command. 

"  I  am,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"By  order:  Samuel  Tucker,  President. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. " 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  Conti- 
nental Congress,  dated  l\th  February,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Philadelphia,  February  11,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Agreeably  to  your  instractions,  we  have 
represented  to  Congress  the  case  of  the  inhabitants  o{ Rich- 
mond County.  As  our  Convention  might  be  embarrassed, 
while  it  seemed  doubtful  to  you  whether  they  ought,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  Congress,  to  decide  on  ihe  propriety 
of  admitting  the  Deputies  elected  for  that  County,  it  became 
our  duty  to  press  for  a  speedy  decision  on  this  subject.  It 
was  readily  agreed  that  the  Convention  ought  to  be  the  sole 
judges  of  dieir  own  Members ;  and  on  this  principle  the 
resolution,  which  we  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  was 
grounded.  We  haye  obtained  a  warrant  on  the  Continental 
Treasury  for  twelve  thousand  dollars,  to  strengthen  your 
hands  in  raising,  within  our  Colony,  the  four  battalions  in- 
tended for  its  immediate  protection  and  defence.  The  first 
opportunity  which  presents  itself  to  you,  or  us,  shall  be  em- 
braced to  forward  the  money. 

"  The  great  difficulties  .with  which  our  Convention  was, 
on  a  similar  occasion,  pressed  the  last  year,  will,  we  hope, 
be  avoided  by  this  expedient,  and  for  which  we  were  the 
more  solicitous,  from  our  ignorance  whether  the  state  of  our 
Provincial  finances  would  admit  of  your  performinT  this 
essential  service  to  advantage  widiout  such  aid. 

"Some  time  since  we  were  favoured  with  an  order  of 
our  Convention  authorizing  us  to  draw  on  the  Provincial 
Treasurer  for  the  allowance  they  were  pleased  to  provide 
for  their  Delegates.  To  such  of  us  as  have  continued  here 
since  the  last  recess  of  Congress,  it  would  be  convenient, 
and  prevent  the  risk  and  difficulty  of  double-carriage,  should 
we  be  directed  to  deduct  out  of  the  money  which  w  ill  pass 
through  our  hands,  agreeably  to  the  above-mentioned  war- 
rant, our  respective  balances.  In  that  case,  the  residue  shall 
be  accompanied  by  our  receipt  to  the  Provincial  Treasurer 
as  his  voucher. 

"  We  expect  soon  to  have  the  honour  of  writing  to  you 
again  on  other  subjects  of  your  despatches,"  on  .some  of 
which  we  think  it  probable  you  may  have  consulted  the 
Deputies  of  Congress,  who  arrived  Uiis  day  from  your 
city. 


"We  are,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servants,  "  James  Duane, 

"John  Alsop, 
"  William  Floyd, 
"  Francis  Lewis. 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-  YorJc." 
The  case  o(  Richmond  County,  and  Resolve  of  Conti- 
nental Congress  thereon,  were  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"In  Congress,  February  8,  1770. 

"  The  Inhabitants  of  Richmond  County,  in  the  Colony 
of  Neiv-  York,  having  refused  to  send  Deputies  to  represent 
them  in  Provincial  Convention,  and  otherwise  manifested 
their  enmity  and  opposition  to  the  system  and  measures 
adopted  for  preserving  the  liberties  o^  America ;  and,  as  a 
just  punishment  for  their  inimical  conduct,  the  Inhabitants 
of  that  Colony,  having  been  prohibited  by  the  Convention 
from  all  intercourse  and  d(ialings  with  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  said  County;  and  this  Congress  being  informed  by  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  that  Colony  that  the  Freeholders 
of  the  said  County  did  afterwards,  without  any  opposition, 
elect  Deputies  to  represent  them  in  Provincial  Convention, 
but,  as  the  proceedings  against  them  had  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress,  it  was  apprehended  Deputies 
could  not  be  received  until  the  sense  of  Congress  thereupon 
should  be  communicated : 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  said  Provincial 
Convention,  to  take  such  measures  respecting  the  admission 
of  the  Deputies  and  revoking  the  interdict  on  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  County,  as  they  shall  judge  most  expedient : 
provided,  that  the  said  Deputies,  and  major  part  of  the  In- 
habitants of  said  County,  shall  subscribe  die  Association 
entered  into  by  that  Colony. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Ordered,  That  die  Secretaries  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
Resolve  of  Continental  Congress  on  the  case  oi  Richmond 
County  to  the  Deputies  lately  elected  by  the  people  of  that 
County. 

Resolves  of  Continental  Congress  of  the  5di  instant,  re- 
lating to  Batteaumen  and  the  Regiment  for  the  service  of 
Canada,  enclosed  in  a  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colo- 
ny, were  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  Congress,  February  5,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  die  Resolution  of  Congress  of  die  8th 
of  last  month,  for  sending  sundry  Shipwrights  from  the 
cities  o(  New- York  and  Philadelphia  to  build  Batteaus  at 
Ticonderoga,  be  superseded  ;  and  that  General  Schuyler  be 
desired  to  employ  any  such  Artificers  as  he  shall  think  pro- 
per in  that  business. 

"  That  General  Schuyler  be  desired  to  issue  warrants  for 
completing  the  Regiment  directed  to  be  raised  in  New- 
York  for  the  service  of  Canada ;  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Convention  of  that  Colony  to  appoint  such 
officers  thereof  as  General  Schuyler  hath  nominated. 

"  That  General  Schuyler  be  desired  to  employ  such  Bat- 
teaumen as  are  in  or  near  Albany,  instead  of  those  it  was 
recommended  to  the  Convention  oi New-York  to  procure. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  transmit  a  copy  thereof 
to  Major-General  Schuyler  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lispenard  be  permitted  to  supply, 
and  put  on  board  of  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  Beer  for 
the  use  of  said  Ship. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  respecting  a  report  of 
a  Fleet  at  the  Hook,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"February  14,  two  o'clock  P.  M.,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  would  humbly  propose  to  the  Congress  not  to 
lose  a  single  instant  in  despatching  a  whale-boat  to  the  Hook, 
to  reconnoitre  the  fleet,  whether  they  are  friends  or  enemies  ; 
for  should  they  be  die  latter,  and  intend  a  visit  to  diis  place, 
we  should  make  an  awkward  figure,  unless  we  are  prepared 
for  their  reception. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Charles  Lee. 

"  To  the  President  of  die  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colo- 
ny of  iVc  it-- Fo?*." 
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A  copy  of  an  Answer,  wliicli  had  been  immediately  re- 
turned to  the  Genera]  by  the  President  and  Colonel  Mc- 
Dougall,  informing  that  proper  care  has  already  been  taken 
on  that  subject,  was  read  and  approved  of  by  the  Con- 
gress. 

Die  Jovis,  A.  M.,  February  15,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pureuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  JVoodhulI,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Beekmmi,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Captain 

Rutgers,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  McDougall,  Col.  Brasher, 

Mr.  T.  Smith,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt,  Mr.  Yates,  Colonel  NicoU, 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer. 
For  Suffolk. — General    WoodhuU,  Mr.    Wickham,  Mr. 

Ilobart,  Mr.  L' Hommedieu. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham,  Mr.  G.  Livingston, 

Major  R.  G.  Livingston,  Colonel  Ten  Broeck. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr. 

Wisner. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  G.  Brake,  Colonel  L.  Gra- 
ham, Doctor  Graham,  Stephen  Ward. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Wills. 
For  Charlotte. — Doctor  Williams. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  several  persons  in  Queen's  County, 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following : 

"  Sir  :  By  an  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  Colonel 
Heard  has  apprehended  the  following  pei-sons,  to  wit :  Jo- 
seph French,  Esq.,  William  Weyman,  Daniel  Kissam,  Esq., 
Samuel  Chives,  Esq.,  John  Townsend,  John  Polhemus, 
John  Shoals,  Charles  Hicks,  Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  Captain 
B.  Whitehead,  Nathaniel  Moore,  John  Willet,  Gabriel  G. 
Ludlow,  George  Weeks,  Samuel  Hallei,  Gilbert  Van  Wyck, 
Samuel  Martin,  and  David  Brooks,  inhabitants  of  your  Coun- 
ty, who  are  now  in  our  custody.  They  were  considered  by 
the  Congress  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  oi  America,  and  were 
ordered  to  be  continued  in  our  custody  until  an  inquiry 
should  be  made  by  this  Convention  into  their  conduct,  and 
a  report  thereof  made  to  the  Congress.  Wherefore,  we  de- 
sire you  would  immediately  collect  what  evidence  you  can 
against  those  persons,  respecting  their  denying  or  refusing  to 
obey  the  directions  of  the  Continental  or  this  Congress : 
what  part  they  have  taken  in  procuring  powder  from  the 
Asia  man-of-war,  and  distributing  the  same ;  their  taking 
up  arms  against  the  country;  or  any  other  act  they  may 
have  done  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies  ; 
and  transmit  the  same  to  us  in  writing,  togetlier  with  the 
names  of  the  principal  witnesses  to  prove  the  same,  with 
all  possible  speed.". 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  Letter  be  en- 
grossed, and  transmitted  to  such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  (Queen's 
County  as  are  most  likely  to  execute  the  service  required 
therein. 

Mr.  Moore  moved  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

Mr.  President  :  I  move  for  the  loan  of  four  hundred 
Pounds,  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Congress,  to  defray 
accounts  .charged  against  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County 
for  expresses,  services  of  Minute-men  on  alanns,  and  other 
necessary  expenses ;  the  sum  so  lent  to  be  secured  by  the 
bond  of  Isaac  Paris,  Esq.,  William  Wills,  and  myself,  to  Pe- 
ter V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress, 
and  charged  to  the  account  of  Tryon  County. 

Whereupon,  it  was  Resolved  and  Ordered,  First :  That 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress  pay  to  Messrs.  Isaac  Paris, 
William  Wills,  and  John  Moore,  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
Pounds,  ^ew-York  money,  and  that  he  take  their  joint  and 
several  obligations  for  the  same,  in  his  own  name,  payable 
on  demand. 

Second.  Resolved,  That  the  Obligors  do,  with  all  con- 
venient speed,  produce  to  this  Congress  an  account  of  the 
Moneys  expended  by  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County,  with 
the  proper  vouchers  ;  and  that  they  shall  have  credit  on  the 
said  obligation  for  such  expenditures  as  shall  hereafter  be 
adjudged  by  this  Congress  to  be  a  proper  charge  against 
this  Colony. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Obligors  apply 
to  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  for  the  payment  of 


such  expenditures  as  have  been  made  by  the  Committee  in 
their  department,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Congress,  in  discharge  of  the  said  obligation,  with  all  con- 
venient speed. 

Colonel  Brasher  brought  into  Congress  a  request  from 
Hugh  and  Alexander  Wallace,  Esqs.,  requesting  a  ])ermit  to 
put  on  board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon  one  iuid  a  hall 
pipe  of  Wine,  for  the  use  of  his  Excellency  Governour7Vyo7!. 

Tiiereupon,  Ordered,  That  a  permission  be  made  out  for 
those  gentlemen,  or  their  agent,  to  put  the  said  Wine  on 
board  for  his  Excellency's  use ;  and  that  one  of  the  Secre- 
taries do  attest  the  same. 

A  Letter  from  Thomas  Palmer,  Esq.,  enclosing  an  Agree- 
ment, and  the  names  of  a  number  of  men  who  have  agreed 
to  inlist  under  Mr.  William  Martin,  as  their  Captain,  in  the 
Troops  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony;  as,  also, 
an  extract  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  New- 
Marlborough,  approving  of,  and  recommending  the  said 
William  Martin,  as  a  Captain  in  the  said  Troops  to  be  '. 
raised ;  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letteu,  with  the  Papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  relative 
to  the  raising  the  Troops  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

A  Letter,  signed  by  Captain  Samuel  Jones  and  several 
others,  dated  at  Goshen,  February  9,  1776,  was  read  ;  and 
they  thereby  request  that  this  Congress  will  favour  the 
County  of  Orange  with  pan  of  the  Field-Officers  for  the 
Troops  intended  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony;  and  they  re- 
commend Mr.  Israel  Wells  as  one  of  the  IMajors. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Letter  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  relative  to  the  raising  the  Troops  for 
the  defence  of  this  Colony, 

Whereas  a  large  body  of  Troops  are  daily  expected  from 
the  neighbouring  Counties  and  Colonies,  for  the  defence  of 
this  City  against  the  Ministerial  Army  and  Navy,  in  which 
case  it  will  be  necessary  ^as  the  Barracks  are  already  filled 
with  those  already  arrived)  to  provide  proper  Houses  for 
their  reception : 

It  is,  therefore.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  General 
Committee  for  the  City  and  County  of  iS^ew- YbrA;  be  re- 
quested forthwith  to  cause  a  Return  to  be  made  to  them  of 
all  the  empty  Houses  in  this  city;  and  that  they,  or  a  Sub- 
Committee  of  their  body,  select  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
said  Houses  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Troops  that  shall 
from  time  to  time  arrive ;  that,  in  the  choice  of  the  said 
Houses,  such  be  taken  as  may  be  least  liable  to  be  injured  by 
the  Troops :  that  the  said  Committee,  or  their  Sub-Commit- 
tee, be  careful  to  take  a  survey  of  the  condition  of  the  said 
Houses  at  the  time  they  shall  be  taken  possession  of,  and 
at  the  time  such  Houses  shall  be  left  by  the  said  Troops ; 
to  the  end  that  proper  satisfaction  may  be  made  to  the  pro- 
prietors for  any  injury  the  said  Houses  may  receive  by  rea- 
son of  quartering  Troops  therein. 

And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  the  Barrackmaster  for 
the  time  being  be  subject  to,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
said  Committee,  or  their  Sub-Committee ;  and  that  the  Chair 
man  of  the  said  Committee  be  requested  to  cause  the  said 
General  Committee  to  be  convened  immediately,  that  this 
Order  may  be  executed. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  Order 
be  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Committee  of  the 
City  and  County  of  New-  York. 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  Troops  commanded  to  this 
City  by  Major-General  Lee,  are  arrived  from  Westchester 
County ;  and  there  is  not  any  Barrack  room,  or  proper 
lodgment  for  them,  wherein  to  put  them  under  cover ;  and 
whereas  others  of  the  said  Troops  commanded  to  this  City 
from  Westchester  and  Dutchess  Counties,  are  hourly  expect- 
ed, and  Lodgings  must  also  be  provided  for  the  whole  of 
those  Troops  ;  and  whereas,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
the  Congress  must  direct  those  Troops  already  an-ived,  and 
such  as  shall  arrive,  to  be  put  into  tlie  empty  Houses  in  this 
City : 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  John  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq., 
Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Captain  Rutgers,  and  Colonel  Mc- 
Dougall, be  a  Committee  to  place  all  the  before-mentioned 
Troops  under  cover ;  that  the  said  Committee,  or  any  one  or 
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more  of  them,  be  fully  authorized  to  open  and  enter  into 
any  uninhabited  Houses  in  this  City,  which  iliey  shall  think 
proper  for  that  purpose  ;  that  they,  or  cither  of  them,  be  em- 
powered, where  necessarj',  to  take  any  goods  or  effects  out 
of  any  such  House  or  Houses  as  they  may  think  proper  to 
have  used  for  placing  Soldiers,  and  have  the  same  safely 
stored ;  that  the  said  Committee  be  authorized  to  take  to 
their  assistance  any  Freeholders  or  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
City  they  shall  think  proper ;  and  that  the  Barrackmaster 
of  the  City  of  JScw-  York  for  the  time  being,  subject  to  the 
directions  of  the  Committee  before  named,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  place  Troops  in  all  such  Houses  as  the 
said  Committee,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them  shall  direct. 

Die  Jovis,  P.  M.,  Febraary  15,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  WoodhuJl,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Sands, 

Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  T.  Smith,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 

Colonel  Rensselaer,   Colonel   P.   R.  Livingston,   Mr. 

Oothoudt,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — General    WoodhuJl,   Mr.  IJ Hommedieu, 

Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Hohart. 
For  Ulster. — ^Mr.  Wisner,  Jun.,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Rhea, 

Mr.  Dewitt. 
For  Orange — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  M^ilk. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham,  Colonel  P.  Ten 

Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Mr.  Everson,  Major  R.  G. 

Livingston. 
For  Westchester. — Doctor  Graham,  Colonel  G.  Drake, 

Mr.  Ward,  Colonel  L.  Graham. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Charlotte. — Doctor  Williams. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Curtenius  was  read  and  filed.  He 
therein  mentions,  that  the  Quartermaster  of  Colonel  Drake's 
Regiment,  had  applied  to  him  for  Provisions ;  that  he  had 
none  in  store ;  that  his  other  engagements  in  the  publick 
business  will  not  admit  of  his  attending  to  that  matter ;  and 
requesting  the  Congress  to  appoint  a  person  pro  tern.,  until 
a  Deputy  Commissary  arrives  here. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  of  Colonel  Drake's 
Regiment,  now  in  Congress,  offered  to  procure  Provisions  for 
tlie  said  Regiment,  until  the  Quartermaster  can  provide  for 
them: 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis 
Graham  be  enabled,  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  and  re- 
quested, to  purchase  Provisions  for  Colonel  Drake's  Regi- 
ment for  the  present,  and  to  direct  the  Quartermaster  to  take 
care  of  and  distribute  the  same,  agreeably  to  Continental 
allowance ;  and  that  he  bring  in  an  account  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  Resolves 
of  Congress  relating  to  the  ensuing  Campaign,  delivered  m 
their  Report  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Re- 
solves : 

1st.  That,  for  the  more  expeditiously  completing  the  in- 
listment  of  the  four  Battalions  to  be  raised  for  the  defence 
of  this  Colony,  it  is  necessary  that  a  proportionable  number 
of  men  be  allotted  to  each  County. 

2d.  That  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  be  appointed  in 
each  County  to  command  the  men  to  be  raised  in  the  same. 

3d.  That,  in  the  appointment  of  such  officers,  those  who 
have  served  their  much  injured  countiy  in  the  last  cam- 
paign ought  to  have  the  preference. 

4th.  That,  when  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  old 
officers  who  choose  to  serve  in  any  one  County,  the  defi- 
ciency ought  to  be  made  up  out  of  those  who  are  recom- 
mended by  the  respective  County  Committees. 

5th.  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  several  County  Com- 
mittees, enclosing  the  third  and  fourth  of  these  resolves,  to- 
gether with  blank  warrants  for  the  officers  to  be  appointed 
in  each  respective  County. 

6th.  That  two  gentlemen  be  held  up  by  this  body,  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  to  fill  each  place  as  Field-Offi- 
cers  in  the  four  Battalions  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  and 
tliat  such  Field-Officers  as  have  not  been  in  actual  service, 
be  chosen  from  the  several  Counties  where  the  men  are 
raised,  in  as  equal  proportions  as  may  be. 


7th.  That  the  Colonel  of  each  Regiment  appoint  the 
Adjutant  and  Quartermaster. 

8th.  That  the  Chaplains,  Surgeons,  and  Surgeons'  Mates, 
be  appointed  by  this  Congress. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

The  said  Report  being  read,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  se- 
cond time  ;  and,  being  again  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph, 

The  Congress  agrees  with  their  Committee  in  their  said 
Report. 

Mr.  Covenhoven  dissents. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  follow  ing,  to  wit : 

"Clareraont,  February  3,  1776. 

"  Sir:  .1  had  the  honour  of  your  letter,  with  your  polite 
condolence  on  the  death  of  my  father,  and  am  extremely 
obliged  by  your  favourable  mention  of  him.  As  his  life  was 
a  continued  endeavour  to  deserve  the  good  opinion  of  his. 
country,  so  the  most  grateful  offering  to  his  memory  is  the 
commendation  of  free  and  good  men. 

"  The  sentiments  you  are  pleased  to  express  of  me,  re- 
quire my  most  grateful  acknowledgments,  and  will,  I  hope, 
animate  me  to  merit  your  approbation — a  reward  adequate 
to  the  worthiest  actions. 

"  My  brother  John  has  finished  the  powder-mill,  and  will 
be  obliged  to  you  for  procuring  him  the  necessary  materials, 
to  render  it  as  useful  as  I  wish  it  to  be. 

"  I  am,  sir,  youre  and  the  Committee's  most  obedipnt 

servant,  ,,  „  t>    t 

"  Kobert  K.  Livingston. 

"To  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Chaimian  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  New-York." 

Mr.  L' Hommedieu,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
draw  an  answer  to  the  Letter  of  the  Commissioners  at  the 
Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  accordingly  reported  a  draft, 
which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  Draft  be 
postponed  till  to-moiTOw,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenell  be  requested  to  attend  this  Congress  to- 
morrow, to  give  information  relating  to  the  breadth  of  the 
foundation  of  the  parapet  of  the  Battery  now  erecting,  and 
such  other  information  as  may  be  necessary. 

A  Petition  of  nine  Soldiers  of  Captain  Johnson's  Com- 
pany,* praying  that  their  Under  Clothes  might  not  be  de- 
ducted out  of  their  Pay,  and  they  be  allowed  their  expenses 
returning  from  Albany,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  deferred 
until  Colonel  McDougall  shall  receive  an  answer  to  a 
Letter  he  wrote  to  General  Schuyler  on  that  subject. 

Colonel  McDougall,  from  the  Committee  appointed  yes- 
terday to  report  on  Major-General  Lee's  Letter,  relating  to 
the  appomtment  of  a  Commissary  for  the  Continental  Ar- 
tillery Stores,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Company  of  Arti- 
ficers, delivered  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of,  and  report  on, 
the  subjects  recommended  to  Congress  by  General  Lee's 
Letter  of  the  14th  instant,  do  report : 

Tliat  a  Commissary  is  necessary  to  take  the  charge  of 
the  Continental  Stores  in  this  city  and  the  neighbourhood  ; 
and  that  they  recommend  Mr.  Hugh  Hughes  for  that 
office ;  and  that  a  letter  should  be  written  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  informing  them  of  this  appointment,  and  re- 
questmg  them  to  determine  what  pay  he  shall  have. 

*7^Q  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  o/"  New-Yokk,  T'he 
humble  Petition  of  us,  returned  from  the  .Vorthu'ard,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Johnson,  showeth  : 

That  your  Petitioners  having  been  a  campaign,  in  this  inclement  sea- 
son, as  long  as  tliey  were  required,  to  the  Northward,  and  were  willing 
to  continue  or  re-enter  in  the  service;  but  understand  now,  since  our  re- 
turn to  this  city,  not  only  that  the  said  Captain  Johnson  intends  making 
a  large  deduction  of  our  wages  (which  we  presume  dearly  earned)  for 
our  clothing,  (which  we  conceived  to  be  given  as  a  bounty,)  but  also  of 
stopping  our  pay  from  the  27th  of  Januari/,  then  in . llbanrj;  since  which 
we  have  been  at  great  cost  and  time  to  come  down,  and  are  now  on  ex- 
penses, though  not  properly  discharged.  Wherefore  your  Petitioners 
pray  this  honourable  Board  to  take  their  case  into  consideration,  and 
give  directions  to  said  Captain  Johnson  for  the  payment  of  our  arrears, 
without  deduction,  and  for  our  subsistence  and  pay  till  discharged; 
which  will  give  resolution  and  activity  to  your  Petitioners  to  persevere 
in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  ot  ^Imerica,  until  the  same  be  permanently 
established.     And  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

Theady  Leady,  Thomas  Riely,  James  Ryon, 

John  Wiley,  James  Magaw,  Paul  Swigar, 

Mick  Kelly,  John  Ricks,  Alexander  O'Dcar. 
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That  a  Company  of  Ardficei-s  is  also  necessary  to  be 
immediately  imbodied,  because  the  works  to  be  erected  will 
require  the  assistance  of  Carpenters  and  Blacksmidis  with- 
out delay;  and  unless  this  company  is  imbodied,  the  Gene- 
ral will  be  obliged  to  euiploy  a  number  of  tradesmen,  at 
daily  wages,  which  will  incur  a  greater  expense  to  the  pub- 
lick  than  would  be  created  by  the  company  above-men- 
tioned. That  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  company  should 
consist  of  about  sixty  men,  officers  included;  that  one  Cap- 
tain and  two  assistants  will  be  necessary.  That  the  Cap- 
tain of  this  company  should  be  a  Carpenter,  and  have  the 
pay  of  a  Captain  of  a  marching  Regiment ;  that  one  of  the 
assistants  should  be  a  Blacksmith,  the  other  a  Carpenter ; 
that  the  assistants  should  have  a  Lieutenant's  pay  in  the 
marching  Regiments ;  that  they  are  informed  the  privates 
of  the  Companies  of  Artificers  at  die  camp  near  Cambridge 
have  ten  dollars  per  month,  and  that  the  privates  of  this 
company  should  have  the  same  pay.  That,  from  the  in- 
formation they  have  received  from  the  officers  of  the  train 
with  the  General,  the  Captain  of  Artificers  has  three  rations, 
the  assistants  two,  and  the  privates  one.  That  they  re- 
commend Mr.  Anthony  Post  as  a  fit  person  to  be  the  Cap- 
tain of  the  Company  of  Artificers. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  Congress. 

The  said  Report  being  read,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
second  time ;  and,  being  again  read,  paragraph  by  para- 
graph, and  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Scott  informed  the  Congress  that  David  Matthews, 
Esq.,  is  appointed  Mayor  of  this  City,  and  that  it  is  neces- 
sary that  several  Magistrates  be  present  before  the  Gover- 
nour,  to  see  him  qualified.  Thereupon  a  Pass  was  given  to 
Mr.  Matthews  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  David  Matthews,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Ma- 
gistrates, as  also  all  the  other  Magistrates  of  this  City,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  permitted  to  go  on  board  of  the  Ship 
Dutchess  of  Gordon  bn  publick  business  with  his  Excel- 
lency Govemour  Tryon. 

A  Petition  of  John  WiUett,  and  fourteen  other  persons,* 
praying  to  be  relieved  from  their  present  confinement,  was 
read. 

Debates  arose  thereon.  Thereupon  the  question  was  put, 
whether  the  same  should  be  taken  into  consideration  im- 
mediately, and  carried  by  a  majority;  but,  being  late,  the 
same  is  deferred  till  to-morrow. 


Die  Veneris,  A.  M.  February  16,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
Fob  New-York. — Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Mc- 

Dougall,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Captain  Rutgers. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  A.  Yates,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Mr.  Oothoudt, 

Colonel  Rensselaer,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  P.  R.  Li- 
vingston. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,   Mr.   Wickham,  Mr. 

Hobart,  Mr.  L' Hommedieu. 
For  Dutchess. — Mnpr  LiviTigston,  Colonel  TenBroecJc. 

Mr.  Everson,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Cooper, 

Colonel  Hay. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Ulster. — ^Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Lefever. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Colonel  G.  Drake, 

Dr.  Graham,  Mr.  Ward. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Charlotte. — Dr.  Williams. 

*Yo  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  New- 
York,  convened  in  the  City  of  ISew-Yohk. 
Wliereas  your  Petitioners,  on  the  1 2th  instant,  presented  a  Petition  to 
this  honourable  body,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  return  to  their  respective 
families,  upon  parole  of  honour,  but  have  been  so  unhappy  as  not  to 
have  heard  anything  relative  to  that  matter,  as  yet,  and  are  still  in  close 
confinement,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  themselves  and  families;  they 
therefore  humbly  entreat  this  honourable  body  to  take  their  case  into 
consideration,  and  grant  them  such  relief  as  to  this  honourable  House 
may  seem  meet.     And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

John  WiUett,  Daniel  Kissam,  John  Po'hemus, 

Benjamin  Whitehead,  John  Shoals,  Charles  Hicks, 

Thomas  Smith,  Samuel  Hallett,  Samuel  Martin, 

William  Waynman,    Gilbert  Van  Wyck,      David  Brooks, 
Nathaniel  Moore,         John  Townsend,  Joseph  French. 

CiTT  OF  Ntw-YoHK,  February  15,  1776. 


Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  he  un- 
derstood that  the  floors  were  laid  in  the  Hospital  lately 
erected  in  this  City ;  that  the  Troops  already  arrived,  and 
those  expected  to  arrive,  would  stand  in  need  of  Quarters. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Swartwout  be  au- 
thorized to  demand  die  Keys  of  the  Hospital  lately  erected 
in  the  City,  and  open  the  same ;  that  he  examine  the  rooms 
and  apartments,  and  if  he  thinks  them  proper  for  quartering 
Troops  in,  that  he  be  authorized  to  make  use  of  the  same 
for  his  Regiment  of  Minute-men. 

A  Letter  from  Andrics  Onderdonck,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Haverstraw  Precinct,  dated  January  30, 1776, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  followin"-,  to  wit : 

"In  Committee,  Haverstraw  Precinct,  January  30,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
Field-Officers  nominated  for  the  Battalion  in  this  precinct, 
and  the  return  of  the  Captains  and  officers  chosen  by  the 
respective  companies,  except  one  Lieutenant  and  the  offi- 
cers of  one  company,  which  is  not  yet  setded,  the  late  Cap- 
tain being  advanced.  You  will  be  pleased  to  send  blank 
commissions  for  those  that  may  be  chosen. 

"  It  is  now  a  long  time  since  the  nomination  and  choice, 
and  have  long  expected  the  commissions  by  return  of 
Thomas  Outwater,  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committees  of 
this  precinct  and  Orangetown,  and  have  not  known,  many 
days,  that  no  returns  had  been  made  on  our  account. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants, 

"Andries  Onderdonck,  Deputy  Chairman, 
"  To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  Neu>-  York." 

A  List  of  the  Field  and  other  Officers  of  the  Militia  in 
Haverstraw  Precinct  was  also  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  made  out  for  the  Field 
and  other  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  the  Precinct  of  Haver- 
straw. 

Mr.  Rapalye,  clerk  to  Henry  White,  Esq.,  delivered  in 
an  account  of  fresh  Provisions  supplied  to  his  Majesty's 
Ships  for  some  time  past,  and  requested  permission  to  sup- 
ply his  Majesty's  Ships  as  usual : 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Henry  White,  Esq.,  by  his 
agent,  be  permitted  to  supply  his  Majesty's  Ship  Asia  with 
twelve  hundred  weight,  and  the  Phenix  with  seven  hun- 
dred weight,  of  fresh  Provisions,  and  vegetables  equivalent. 

It  being  represented  to  Congress  that  the  Troops  daily 
arriving  in  this  City  are  widiout  any  person,  appointed  as  a 
Commissary,  to  provide  them  with  Provisions ;  and  Mr.  Cur- 
tenius,  by  a  letter  yesterday,  has  informed  the  Congress  that 
his  other  employments  for  the  publick  will  not  admit  of  his 
undertaking  that  business ;  and  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston ' 
being  recommended  as  a  proper  person  for  that  purpose, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  Commissary,  to  supply  the  Troops  from 
Westchester  and  Dutchess  Counties,  now  arrived^  and  daily 
coming  into  this  City,  untU  further  order,  or  die  arrival  of  a 
Deputy  from  Walter  Livingston,Ikc\., Y)e[mty  Commissary- 
General. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Van  Zandt,  Roosevelt,  and  Her- 
ring, be  a  Committee  to  setde  with  John  Holt  for  his  ser- 
vices in  Printing,  and  to  ascertain  die  sum  due  to  him. 

A  Petition  of  Henry  Remsen,  John  Broome,  and  thirteen 
other  persons,  was  read.  They  thereby  set  forth  the  great 
loss  one  or  more  members  of  a  Committee  sustained  hi  the 
year  177  ,  for  preserving  the  then  Non-Importation  Agree- 
ment, and  pray  relief.  The  accounts  of  the  costs  and 
damages  suffered,  and  the  state  and  pleadings  of  the  court, 
both  in  a  court  of  law  and  before  the  Govemour  and  As- 
sembly oi  Rhode-Island,  were  also  delivered  in. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  and  Mr. 
L'Hommedi«u,  be  a  Committee  to  take  and  examine  the  said 
Petition  and  Papers,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  and  to  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Commissioners  at  the  Fortifi- 
cations in  the  Highlands,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in 
llie  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  16, 1776. 

Gentlemen:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  in- 
stant, we  are  to  inform  you  that  we  cannot  allow  the  Mi- 
nute-men extra  wages  while  on  working  parties,  as  the 
example  would  gready  impede  die  publick  service.    There 
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are  many  Minute  Regiments  now  in  this  city,  wlio  are 
employed  in  working  parties,  without  any  expectation  of 
wages  other  tlian  the  Continental  pay  ;  for  should  we  ad- 
mit extra  wages  in  one  instance,  it  would  be  expected  in 
everv  case.  As  to  the  breastwork  of  the  Battery,  it  is 
agreeable  to  us  you  make  the  same  as  you  propose,  con- 
cluding it  will  answer  the  purpose,  and  be  attended  with 
much  less  expense  than  the  fonner  method  we  recom- 
mended. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 

To  Messrs.  Bedloiv  and  Laivrence,  Commissioners  at  the 

Fortifications  in  tlie  Highlands. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  ti-ansmitted. 

A  Petition  of  Elizabeth  Atherton  was  read.  She  there- 
by prays  for  the  discharge  of  her  husband,  John  Atherton^ 
the  Pilot. 

Ordered,  That  the  facts  on  which  die  said  John,  Ather- 
ton stands  committed,  as  far  forth  as  they  appear  on  the 
Minutes  of  the  Committee'  of  Safety,  be,  with  the  Petition, 
handed  to  the  Committee  of  the  City  oi  Ncw-Yorh,  that 
tlicy  may  try  and  determine  on  the  case  of  said  Atherton. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  New-  York 
be  requested  to  meet  every  other  day  for  the  despatch  of 
business,  and  to  attend  with  vigilance  to  the  publick  busi- 
ness. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Scoti,  Mr.  B^kk- 
ham,  Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Petrus 
Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Rhea,  Colonel  Nkoll,  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. 
Vanderbilt,  and  Dr.  Williams,  be  a  Committee  to  settle  die 
quota  or  number  of  men  and  officers,  under  the  rank  of 
Field-Officers,  to  be  raised  in  the  difi'erent  Counties  in  this 
Colony,  to  constitute  tlie  four  Regiments  ordered  to  be 
raised  therein  for  the  Continental  service  and  defence  of 
this  Colony,  and  that  the  said  Committee  report  with  all 
convenient  speed, 

Mr,  Herring,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideradon  the  Letter  from  the  Committee  oi Marlletoivn, 
and  the  application  of  the  Company  of  Militia  there,  de- 
livered in  their  Report,  and  the  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the 
(Committee  ;  which  were  respectively  read  and  approved  of, 
imd  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  report :  That  it  is  their  opinion  diat  the 
Committee  of  the  Township  o{  Marbletown,  in  Ulster  Coun- 
ty, have  put  a  wrong  construction  upon  the  resoludon  of 
Congress  alluded  to  in  dieir  letter,  and  that,  in  consequence 
thereof,  they  have  erred  in  refusing  the  company  of  the 
Southwest  District  of  said  town  an  opportunity  of  filling 
up,  by  an  election,  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  promo- 
don  of  their  late  Captain.  That  all  the  Committee  of  said 
Township  can  properly  do  towards  the  promotion  of  the 
subaltern  dfficers  of  said  company  is,  to  advise  the  company 
to  do  it  by  an  election  ;  but  in  case  the  company  elect  any 
other  person,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  return  his 
name,  in  order  to  his  being  commissioned  ;  provided  he  shall 
have  signed  the  Association,  and  belong  to  die  Beat  or  Dis- 
trict of  said  company. 

Your  Committee  further  report :  That  diey  conceive  it 
necessary  that  an  answer  be  immediately  given  to  die  Com- 
mitte(i  of  said  township  upon  their  letter ;  and  for  that  pur- 
pose propose  the  following  Letter : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  16,  1776, 

Gentlemen  :  Yours  of  the  29di  uldmo  is  come  to  hand. 
In  answer  to  die  request  therein  made,  we  inform  you  that 
die  words  of  the  resolution  you  allude  tp  will  not  admit  of 
die  constniction  you  are  inclined  to  put  thereon.  You  are, 
with  all  convenient  speed,  to  call  the  company  of  die  South- 
west District  of  your  township  together,  and  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  choose  a  new  Captain.  At  the  same  time 
you  are  not  only  at  liberty,  but  we  think  it  your  duty,  to 
.advise  the  company,  in  a  friendly  manner,  to  promote  the 
subaltern  officers,  or  such  of  them  as  you  shall  diink  to  merit 
it ;  but  if  they  will  not  be  advised,  you  are  to  suffer  them 
to  elect  any  odier ;  but  you  are  not  to  return  the  name  of 
any  one  to  be  commissioned  for  that  company,  unless  he  be- 
longs to  the  Beat  or  District  of  said  company,  and  has  signed 
the  Associadon. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 


Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  die  said  Letter  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  General  Lee,  bearing  date  this  day,  on  the 
subject  of  shutting  up  the  Port,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  New-York,  February  16,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  received  intelligence  that  Mr.  Tryon  has 
been  giiilty  of  most  grossly  abusing  the  indulgence  shown 
to  him ;  that  he  has  inveiided  some  of  the  gunsmidis  on 
board  his  ship ;  and  that  he  is  endeavouring  to  seduce  as 
many  as  he  can,  with  the  view,  undoubtedly,  of  distressing 
us  in  the  article  of  amis,  I  could  wish  (as  it  has  been 
diought  proper  to  funiish  this  gendeman  with  provisions  and 
other  necessaries  of  life)  that  he  should  be  obliged  to  give 
some  security  that  he  will  not  intrigue,  cabal,  or  machinate 
mischief  of  any  kind  to  the  Continent  or  Province,  This 
business  of  the  gunsmiths  is  the  reason  that  I  have,  pro  tem- 
pore, interdicted  all  communication  widi  the  Governour's 
ship — a  measure  which  I  hope  will  be  approved  by  the 
Congress, 

"  I  am,  sij-,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Charles  Lee. 
"To  the  Honourable  the  Congress  o{ Netv-York." 

Colonel  Livingston  informed  the  Congress  that  the  pre- 
sent Militia  Laws  of  this  Congress  are  materially  defective  ; 
particularly  that  die  officere  are  not  enabled  to  fine  their 
men  for  disobedience  or  non-appearance,  if  they  are  sum- 
moned, as  a  regiment,  more  than  twice  a  year. 

Ordered,  That  General  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Livingston, 
and  Colonel  Morris  Graham,  be  a  Committee  to  revise  the 
IMilitia  Laws,  and  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Ordered,  That  Abraham  Lott,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony,  send  to  this  Congress  a  particular  account  of  the 
Provisions  he  has  supplied  to  die  Ship  Asia,  and  other  of 
his  Majesty's  Ships  in  this  Port,  since  the  order  for  that 
purpose  first  made  by  the  late  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony. 

Mr.  Herring  obtained  leave  of  absence,  the  County  of 
Orange  now  having  three  other  Deputies  attending  this 
Congress. 

Dr.  William  Dusenberry  delivered  in  a  Petition,  request- 
ing to  be  appointed  Surgeon  to  a  Regiment. 

Die  Veneris,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  February  16,  1776, 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York, — Mr.  Beekman,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr. 
Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 

For  Albany. — Colonel  Philip  R.  Livingston,  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Rensselaer,  Colo- 
nel ^'icoll.  General  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mv. L' Hommedieu,Mv. 
Hobart,  Mr.  Wickham. 

For  L^lster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Hewitt,  Mr. 
Lefever. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Dutchess. — ^Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Colonel  Morris 
Graham,  Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Everson,  Major  jR. 
G.  Livingston. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Paid- 
ding,  Mr.  Ward,  Dr.  Graham. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Cuy- 
per. 

For  Charlotte. — ^Dr,  Williams. 

For  King's. — Mr,  Vanderbilt. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Rensselaer  and  Colonel  Gilbert 
Drake  be  added  to  the  Committee,  appointed  this  morn- 
ing, to  revise  die  Militia  Laws,  and  report  thereon ;  and 
that  Mr,  Ward  supply  the  place  of  Mr,  Drake,  in  the  Com- 
mittee to  proportion  die  officers  and  men  to  be  raised  in 
each  County, 

A  Letter  ironi  Colonel  Samuel  Drake,  of  the  Westchester 
Regiment  of  Minute-men,  on  service  in  the  City  of  iVeM?- 
York,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit  : 

"New-York,  February  16,  1776, 

"  Sir  :  I  have  been  informed  that  Colonel  Waterbury  has 
in  charge  a  number  of  guns,  taken  from  the  Tories  in  fVest- 
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Chester  County  ;  and  as  many  of  the  men  in  my  regiment, 
from  the  suddenness  of  the  call  and  their  poverty,  are  des- 
titute of  arms,  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  orders  that 
my  men  be  supplied  with  such  of  those  arms  as  are  fit  for 
service. 

"  From,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Samuel  Drake, 
Colonel  of  Minute  Regiment  in  Westchester  County. 

"  To  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress." 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Graham  and  Mr.  Ward  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  how  many  Arms  Colonel  Waterhury  has 
taken  ;  where  and  by  whose  orders  ;  to  whom  each  particu- 
lar Fire-lock  belongs,  and  where  they  now  are ;  and  to  re- 
port tliereon  to  this  Congress. 

A  Letter  from ,  Chairman  of  a  Com- 
mittee in  Westchester  County,  relating  to  Captain  James  Va- 
rian,  of  one  of  the  Companies  of  Minute-men,  in  Colonel 
Drake's  Regiment,  was  read. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Captain  James  Varian,  with 
the  men  under  his  command,  continue  on  duty,  and  receive 
Continental  pay  equal  with  the  other  officers  and  men  in  the 
regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  until  the  dispute  of  his  elec- 
tion be  settled,  or  the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Joseph  French,  Esq.,  was  read.  He  avers 
that  he  can  say,  with  a  clear  conscience,  that  he  has  not 
transgressed  against  the  Association  since  he  signed  it,  and 
prays  to  be  released  from  confinement. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Joseph  French,  Esq.,  be  per- 
mitted to  come  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  now  sitting  in 
the  Assembly-Chamber,  in  the  City-Hall  of  the  City  of 
New-York,  and  without  any  guard. 

To  the  Officer  of  the  Guard,  having  the  care  of  sundry  In- 
habitants of  Queen's  County,  sent  here  prisoners,  under 
the  care  of  Colonel  Heard. 

Joseph  French,  feq.,  came  into  Congress,  and  there  vo- 
luntarily gave  his  promise  to  attend  on  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress or  Committee  of  Safety  when  thereunto  requested  ; 
and  he  signed  an  engagement  to  that  purpose,  which  is  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  February  16,  1776. 

"  I,  Joseph  French,  Esq.,  of  Queen's  County,  in  custody 
of  this  Congress  by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  do 
give  my  word  of  honour  that  I  will  appear  before  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony, 
when  I  shall  be  thereunto  summoned." 

Joseph  French,  Esq.,  having  given  this  Congress  satis- 
factory assurance  that  he  will  appear  before  this  Congress 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  when  thereunto  required. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  permitted  to  go  at  large. 

Thereupon,  a  Passport  was  given  to  Mr.  French,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Joseph  French,  Esq.,  having  given  this  Congress  satis- 
factory assurance  that  he  will  appear  before  this  Congress 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  when  thereunto  required. 

Ordered,  ThsLt  he  be  permitted  to  go  at  large. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Petition  of 
John  Wilktt  and  others.  Inhabitants  of  Queen's  County, 
now  under  guard  in  this  City. 

Thereupon,  on  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  said 
John  Wilktt,  Benjamin  Whitehead,  Thomas  Smith,  IVil- 
liam  Weyman,  Nathaniel  Moore,  Daniel  Kissam,  John 
Shoals,  Samuel  Hallctt,  Gilbert  Van  Wyck,  John  Town- 
send,  John  Polhemus,  Charles  Hicks,  Samuel  Martin,  and 
David  Brooks,  be  released  from  their  confinement,  upon 
their  giving  sufficient  security  for  their  appearance,  when 
required,  before  this  or  any  future  Congress  or  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  Colony ;  and,  also,  that  diey  will  in  the 
mean  time  deport  themselves  peaceably,  and  make  no  op- 
position to  the  measures  of  this  or  the  Continental  Congress, 
nor  instigate  others  thereunto ;  and  on  their  paying  all  ex- 
penses occasioned  by  their  confinement. 

Thereupon,  a  draft  of  an  Obligation,  to  be  given  with  se- 
curity by  the  said  John  Willett,  and  the  other  prisonere  above- 
mentioned,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents :  That  we, , 

of  Queen's  County,  on  Nassau- Island,  m  the  Province  of 

Fourth  Semes. — Vol.  v.  18 


Nev:-York,  are  held  of  and  firmly  bound  unto 

in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  lawful  money  of  New- 
York ;  for  the  payment  whereof  we  bind  ourselves,  our 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  jointly  and  severally, 
firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  seals  ;  dated  this 
.  .  day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Ix)rd  1776. 

The  condition  of  this  Obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  above 

bounden shall  well  and  truly  appear  before 

this  present  or  any  future  Provincial  Congress  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  within  six  days  after  he  shall 
have  been  summoned,  or  within  six  days  after  a  notification 
for  that  purpose  shall  have  been  left  at  his  last  place  of 
abode,  and  dien  and  tliere  abide  by  and  observe  all  such 
orders  and  directions  as  shall  be  then  and  there  enjoined 
him ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  if  he  shall  behave  himself 
peaceably,  and  make  no  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the 
Continental  Congress  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  o( New-York,  nor  insti- 
gate others  so  to  do,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void  ;  but  on 
failure  of  any  or  either  of  the  above  conditions,  to  be  and 
remain  in  full  force. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Draft  be  delivered  to  the  said 
John  Willett  and  others ;  that  they  be  infonned  they  may 
prepare  copies  thereof;  and  that  when  they  have  given 
such  Bonds,  respectively,  with  security,  they  will  be  per- 
mitted to  go  at  large. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  be  authorized  to  go 
down  to  the  said  John  Willett,  and  the  other  persons  under 
guard  with  him,  and  receive  from  them  their  respective 
Bonds,  duly  executed  with  sufficient  securities  ;  and  that,  on 
their  delivering  such  Bonds  with  sufficient  securities,  and 
discharging  the  pay  and  expenses  of  the  guard,  the  said 
Secretary  do  give  them  certificates  of  their  being  pennitted 
to  go  at  large  ;  and  that  they  be  thereupon  permitted  to  go 
at  large. 

Die  Sabbati,  A.  M.,  February  17, 1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Sands,  Ca.\it&mRutgers,MT.Beek- 

man,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  A.  Yates,  General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr. 

Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Colonel  P.  R.  Livingston. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu, 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Colonel  M.  Gra- 
ham, Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Wisner,  Mr. 

Rhea. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Colonel  G.  Drake,  Dr. 

Graham,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Cooper. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Dr.  Williams.  0 

Mr.  Ward,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  of 
Colonel  Waterbury  respecting  the  Arms  he  has  seized,  re- 
ported, that  Colonel  Waterbury  infonned  them  that  he  dis- 
armed several  persons  in  Westchester  County  who  are  inimi- 
cal to  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Colonies ;  that  he 
disarmed  those  persons  by  order  of  Major-General  Lee. 

The  said  Committee  delivered  in  an  account  of  said  Arms 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

An  Inventory  of  Guns  and  other  wariike  implements 
taken  from  the  Tories  in  Westchester :  Thirty  Guns,  two 
pair  Holsters,  nine  Cutlasses,  and  three  Pistols. 

Mr.  Ward  furdier  infonned  that  they  had  not  learned 
from  what  particular  persons,  by  name,  any  of  the  said 
Arms  were  seized  or  taken ;  and  that  Colonel  Waterbury 
is  ready  to  deliver  them  as  he  shall  be  directed,  on  getting  a 
receipt  for  them. 

Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr.  Beekman  reported  that  they,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  waited  upon  Major-General  Lee,  to 
know  tlie  source  of  his  infonnation  that  Govemour  Tryon  was 
procuring  Gunsmiths  from  this  City  on  board  of  his  ship  ; 
that  General  Lee  having  given  them  the  particulars  of  his 
infonnation,  they  had  pursued  the  inquiry  to  every  person 
of  whom  any  information  could  reasonably  be  expected,  and 
found  that  it  arose  from  the  circumstance  of  two  journey- 
men Gunsmiths  having  some  time  ago  left  the  City — the 
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one  in  the  last  Packet  for  England,  tlie  otlier  now  said  to 
be  in  some  part  of  tlie  Jerseys. 

Colonel  Livingston,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
revise  the  Militia  Laws  of  this  Congress,  delivered  in  their 
Report,  which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowmg,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  having  taken  under  tlieir  consideration 
the  Rules  and  Orders  for  Regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Co- 
lony, published  by  this  Congress  the  22d  August,  1775, 
and'  the  Appendix  thereto,  published  the  20th  December, 
1775,  beg  leave  to  rejxjrt : 

That  the  following  clause  be  added  under  the  third  Re- 
solve, viz.,  after  the  word  "Officers," — "But  in  case  any 
Company,  when  met,  should  refuse  to  elect  Officers,  agree- 
able to  the  above  Resolution,  tliat  then,  and  in  that  case, 
the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  or  Regiments  in  that 
District  or  Prex;inct,  together  with  the  Committee  of  said 
District  or  Precinct,  are  hereby  directed  to  reconmend  such 
persons  for  Officers  for  such  Companies  so  refusing  to  elect 
as  they,  or  the  majority  of  them,  shall  think  capable." 

That  the  words,"  "  or  recommended,"  be  added  in  the 
above  Resolve,  after  the  word  "  chosen." 

That  the  second  clause  of  the  Appendix  be  added  to  the 
sixth  Resolve  of  the  Rules  and  Orders. 

That  after  the  sixth  clause  in  the  Rules  and  Orders,  the 
seventh  of  the  Appendix  be  added  at  the  word  "  and." 

That  after  the  seventh  clause  in  the  Rules  and  Orders, 
the  fifth  in  the  Appendix  be  added. 

That  after  the  ninth  clause  in  the  Rules  and  Orders,  the 
eighth  in  the  Appendix  be  added. 

That  the  following  be  added  to  the  tenth  in  the  Rules  and 
Orders,  after  the  words  "  forfeit  the  sum  of  forty  Shillings," 
— "  to  be  levied  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  offender, 
by  warrant  from  the  Captain,  directed  to  a  Sergeant  of  his 
Company  ;  and  for  want  of  the  goods  and  chattels,  to  take 
the  body  of  the  offender,  and  him  keep  in  safe  custody  until 
such  fine,  together  with  the  charges,  be  paid,  or  for  the 
space  of  one  calendar  month." 

That  the  ninth  clause  of  the  Appendix  be  incorporated 
bto  the  twelfth  of  the  Rules  and  Orders. 

That  the  additional  clause,  at  number  eight,  in  the  Rules 
and  Orders,  be  left  out,  and  the  following  substituted  in  the 
room  of  it,  viz  : 

"  The  moneys  arising  by  the  fines  in  any  Company  to  be 
applied  by  the  Captains  (who  are  to  keep  regular  accounts 
of  the  same,  and  annually  to  render  said  accounts,  signed 
by  them,  unto  the  Commanding  Officer,  after  paying  for 
drum,  colours,  and  fife)  towards  purchasing  Arms,  Ammu- 
nition, and  Accoutrements  for  such  persons  in  such  Com- 
pany as  are  unable  to  furnish  themselves ;  and  the  moneys 
arising  by  the  fines  of  the  Field-Officers,  to  be  equally  divi- 
ded between  the  several  Companies  for  the  above-mentioned 
use." 

In  addition  to  the  exceptions  in  the  thirteenth  clause  of 
uie  Rules  and  Orders,  viz : 

"  All  Commissioned  Officers  that  have  served  in  the 
Continental  service.  Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  a 
'  Founder  and  three  hands  to  each  Furnace,  and  two  men  to 
'  each  Forge,  and  the  people  called  Quakers,  upon  their  pro- 
ducing a  certificate  from  the  Meeting." 

That  the  tenth  clause  of  the  Appendix  be  mcorporated 
into  the  fourteenth  of  the  Rules  and  Orders. 

That  the  twenty -first  clause  of  the  Rules  and  Orders,  at 
the  word  "  against,"  the  words  "  disaffected  persons"  be 
put  in. 

That  in  the  eleventh  clause  of  the  Appendix,  after  the 
word  "  Officer,"  the  words,  "  of  Minute-men  or  Militia,"  be 
added. 

That  the  following  new  clauses  be  added,  to  wit : 

"  That  the  Committee  in  every  District,  or  Precinct,  are 
hereby  empowered  to  call  in  to  their  aid,  when  they  shall 
think  it  necessary,  any  Company  or  Companies  of  Minute- 
men  or  Militia,  in  their  respective  Districts,  or  Precincts, 
who  shall  obey  the  order  of  their  Chairman  as  fully  and  as  ef- 
fectually as  if  the  same  came  from  the  Commanding  Officer, 
subject  to  such  penalties  for  neglect,  or  refusal  of  obeying 
their  orders,  as  are  provided  for  refusal  and  neglect  of  obey- 
ing the  orders  of  such  Commanding  Officer." 

"  That  the  Field-Officers  and  Committees  in  each  District 
and  Precinct  have  power,  and  are  hereby  requested  to  call 


out  the  Regiment  or  Regiments  in  such  District  or  Pre- 
cinct, as  often  as  they  shall  see  fit  for  the  good  of  the  ser-  ' 
vice,  and  all  persons  refusing  to  attend,  being  duly  warned, 
or,  attending,  shall  refuse  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
manding Officer  and  Chairman,  shall,  for  each  offence,  for- 
feit the  sum  of  twenty  Shillings,  to  be  levied  and  recovered 
as  is  directed  in  the  tenth  clause  of  the  Rules  and  Orders." 
That  then  the  fourth  clause  of  the  Appendix  be  added.} 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Board  by  your  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  Tuesday  next ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  that  the 
same  lay  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Members. 

Colonel  Lasher  being  sent  for,  attended.  He  was  re- 
quested to  make  out  an  account  of  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  the  several  guards,  who  have  been  on  duty,  guarding  the 
Prisoners  from  Queens  County,  and  was  requested  to  at- 
tend and  receive  the  money  fi-om  the  Prisoners  before  they 
are  discharged. 

The  Congress  finding  their  more  urgent  business  frequent- 
ly interrupted  and  their  time  consumed  in  applications  of  a 
Military  nature,  which  might  more  easily  be  despatched  by 
a  Committee  for  that  purpose,  and,  at  the  same  time,  less 
impede  other  publick  business  :  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Roosevelt, 
Mr.  Yates,  and  Mr.  Hobart,  be  a  Committee  of  War,  to 
whom  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Troops 
in  this  City  may  apply  for  such  advice,  direction,  or  assist- 
ance as  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  have  occasion  for  from 
this  Congress ;  and  that  they,  with  all  convenient  speed, 
take  effectual  measures,  in  concert  with  Major-General  Lee, 
to  prevent  persons  having  the  pennission  of  this  Congress 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  go  on  board  any  ship  in  tlib 
harbour,  from  being  obstructed  by  the  Port-Guard. 

Ordered,  That  General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr. 
Gansevoort,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  be  a  Committee  to 
prepare  a  draft  of  Instructions  for  the  said  Committee  of 
War ;  and  that  they  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Messrs.  William  Wilcox,  Nicholas  Fish,  Captain  John 
Roosevelt,  and  Lieutenant  Dixon,  of  the  First  Battalion, 
waited  on  Congress,  as  by  authority  fi-om  the  said  Battalion, 
to  offer  to  the  Congress  their  service,  to  be  taken  into  pay 
as  Minute-men  in  this  City.  Those  gentlemen  asked  sun- 
dry questions  of  the  Congress;  to  all  which  they  received 
answers,  and  withdrew. 

Congress  was  iriformed,  by  a  Member,  that  Micajah  Ful- 
ler, Fii-st  Lieutenant,  and  Deliverance  Brown,  Third  Lieu- 
tenant, in  Captain  Steenrod's  Company,  in  Colonel  Drake's 
Regiment,  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  their  Commis- 
sions, and  request  the  favour  of  new  Commissions. 

Ordered,  That  new  Commissions  be  made  for  those  gen- 
tlemen. 

A  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  Letter  received  from  Colonel 
Heard  yesterday,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  1 6th  instant ;  and,  in  answer  thereto,  inform 
you  that,  as  the  danger  which  was  suspected  of  depreda- 
tions being  made  on  Staten-Island  is  now  removed,  they 
sincerely  thank  you  for  the  services  you  have,  with  so  much 
alacrity,  devoted  to  your  country,  and  therefore  dismiss  you 
from  that  duty. 

Please  to  send  us,  by  the  first  convenient  opportunity, 
such  information  as  you  have  had  respecting  any  person  or 
persons  who  have  supplied  the  barges  with  live-stock,  and 
of  the  threats  you  intimate  as  thrown  out  by  others. 

We  are,  most  respectfully,  &.c. 
To  Colonel  Heard. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  Captain  Barron,  of 
Colonel  Heard's  Regiment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hobart, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to 
settle  the  quota  of  Men  and  Officers  to  be  raised  in  the  re- 
spective Counties  of  this  Colony,  to  complete  the  fojir  Bat- 
talions to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  be  dissolved,  and  a  new 
Committee  for  that  purpose  be  appointed.    And, 
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Ordered,  That  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Sa-nds,  Mr.  Wick- 
ham,  Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Rhea,  Colonel  Ni- 
coll,  Mr.  Moore,  Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Dr.  Williams,  and 
Mr.  Vanderhih,  be  a  Committee  to  settle  and  report  the 
quota,  or  number  of  Men  and  Officers,  under  the  rank  of 
Field-Officers,  to  be  raised  in  the  different  Counties  in  this 
Colony,  to  constitute  the  four  Regiments  ordered  to  be 
raised  therein  for  the  Continental  service  and  defence  of  this 
Colony  ;  and  that  they  report  with  all  possible  despatch. 

A  Return  from  Elihii  Marvin,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Orange  County,  bearing  date  at  Oxford  on 
the  15th  instant,  returning  the  names  of  proper  persons  for 
Officers  in  that  County,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  In  County  Committee,  Oxford,  February  15,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  AVhen  this  Committee  made  report  to 
your  honourable  Board  of  the  number  of  men  they  con- 
ceived this  County  would  be  able  to  raise  for  the  defence  of 
the  Colony,  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  for  that  purpose  provided,  it  was  a 
received  opinion  amongst  them  that  the  men  were  to  be  in- 
listed  for  not  more  than  one  year  certain ;  and  a  Continental 
Member  then  present  favoured  the  opinion.  But  Mr.  Seth 
Marvin,  whom  they  nominated  and  returned  for  Captain  of 
one  of  the  companies,  informs  that  there  was  no  certain 
period  of  inlistment,  but  that  they  were  to  continue  in  the 
service  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  and,  therefore,  de- 
clined taking  his  permit  until  he  had  taken  the  further 
advice  of  this  Committee.  The  Committee  would,  there- 
fore, beg  leave  to  inform  your  honourable  Board  that  they 
think  it  very  unlikely  that  they  will  be  able  to  raise  the 
number  of  men  they  proposed,  upon  such  principles  ;  and  if 
they  can,  they  are  very  sure  that  none  but  the  lower  class 
of  mankind  will  inlist,  and  these  they  conceive  not  to  be  the 
men  to  be  depended  upon  ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
men  were  to  be  inlisted  for  one  year  only,  they  are  very 
certain  that  there  would  be  many  volunteers  out  of  good 
families — men  that  might  be  depended  on,  and  would  fight 
upon  principle,  if  they  were  brought  to  a  trial. 

"  The  Committee  also  conceive  that  a  certain  period  is 
necessary  to  inlist  men  upon ;  and  if  it  was  two  or  three 
years,  that  it  would  be  better  than  during  the  pleasure  of 
Congress.  They  would  be  glad,  therefore,  some  certain 
time  might  be  fixed  on  ;  but  if  that  cannot  be  done,  the  offi- 
cers are  willing  now  to  take  the  permits  and  make  trial,  but 
fear  the  consequence. 

"  Mr.  Nathan  Strong,  one  of  the  officers  nominated  under 
Mr.  Seth  Marvin,  will  receive  the  permits  for  that  com- 
pany. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"Elihu  Marvin,  Chairman. 

"  To  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  New-  York." 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed to  settle  the  quota  of  Men  and  Officers  to  be  raised  in 
the  different  Counties  in  this  Colony. 

Die  Solis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  February  18,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  Cap- 
tain Rutgers,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  NicoU,  Mr. 
Gansevoort,  Mr.  Yates. 

For  Suffolk. — Gen.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  UHom- 
medieu,  Captain  Wickham. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Lefever. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
ston, Colonel  M.  Graham. 

For  Westchester. — Doctor  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Charlotte. — Doctor  Williams. 

Colonel  Hay,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  appor- 
tion the  different  quotas  of  Men  and  Officers  under  the 
rank  of  Field-Officers,  to  be  raised  in  the  different  Counties 
of  this  Colony,  to  form  the  four  Regiments  ordered  to  be 
raised  in  this  Colony,  delivered  in  their  Report ;  which  was 


read  ;  and  the  same  being  read  a  second  time,  and  filed,  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee,  appointed  to  levy  the  quotas  of  men 
to  be  raised  in  the  different  Counties  of  this  Colony  for  the 
service  of  the  United  Colonies,  report,  that  it  is  their  opi- 
nion that  the  number  of  men  that  can  be  raised  in  each 
County  is  as  follows :  New-York,  eight  companies  ;  Albany, 
five  companies  ;  Tryon,  two  companies  ;  Charlotte,  one  com- 
pany; Dutchess,  four  comjjanies  ;  Westchester,  two  compa- 
nies ;  Suffolk,  three  companies ;  Queen's,  one  company; 
King's  and  Richmond,  one  company;  Orange,  two  compa- 
nies ;  Ulster,  three  companies — thirty -two  companies. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  by  your  Committee. 

A.  Hawkes  Hay,  Chairman, 

The  Congress  agreed  with  their  Committee  in  their  said 
Report. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  General 
Lee  has  infonnation  that  the  Regiment  from  Philadelphia 
was  to  march  on  Friday  last ;  that  they  may  be  expected 
this  evening  or  to-morrow  ;  that  they  will  be  posted  on  Nas- 
sau-Island, from  the  Wallaboght  to  Gewanus  ;  that  quarters 
must  be  immediately  provided  for  them  in  that  part  of  Nas- 
sau-Island, and  a  Commissary  provided  to  furnish  them 
with  Provisions,  if  they  are  not  already  provided  with  a 
Commissary  and  a  military  chest.  The  Congress  are  there- 
fore of  opinion,  that  the  Deputies  of  King^s  County  ought 
immediately  to  attend  the  Congress,  and  fix  on  proper  per- 
sons, well  acquainted  with  the  inhabitants  where  tlie  Troops 
are  to  be  posted. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Deputies  of  King's  County 
was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  A  matter  is  now  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Congress  of  the  utmost  importance  to  your  County 
in  particular,  as  well  as  to  the  Colony  in  general.  You  are 
therefore  earnestly  requested  to  attend  the  Congress  imme- 
diately, as  the  business  will  admit  of  no  delay.  If  any  in- 
convenience should  happen  to  your  constituents  by  yoiu- 
neglect,  they  will  know  to  whose  account  to  charge  it.  We 
expect  your  attendance  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
By  order  of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Joseph  Hallett  to  Colonel  McDoiigaU 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Newark,  February  16,  1776. 

"Dear  Sir:  I  did  not  receive  your  favour  of- the  9th 
instant  until  yesterday.  I  have  applied  to  Mr.  Ogden,  one 
of  the  owners  of  the  furnace  in  this  town.  He  tells  me  if 
he  can  be  supplied  with  coal  from  the  ship  at  Elizabeth- 
town,  he  will  engage  to  deliver  two  tons  a  week,  untU  he 
has  supplied  you  with  any  quantity,  not  less  than  ten 
tons,  at  forty  pounds  per  ton,  if  coal  is  to  be  had  at  four 
pounds  per  chaldron.  If  the  coal  should  cost  five  pounds, 
then  he  must  have  forty-one  pounds  per  ton.  This  is  a  very 
extraordinary  price  for  grape-shot,  but  I  fear  you  will  not  be 
able  to  get  them  for  less  money  before  the  blast  furnaces 
begin  to  work,  which,  I  am  told,  will  not  be  until  May.  I 
think  it  would  serve  the  general  cause,  if  the  coal  in  the 
ship  at  Elizabethtown  should  be  sold  only  to  such  persons 
as  are  employed  in  making  anchors,  cannon,  shot,  or  such 
other  articles  for  the  publick  use,  as  cannot  be  made  with 
charcoal.  The  nail-makers,  I  am  informed,  are  endeavour- 
ing to  purchase  the  coal.  If  they  get  it  the  publick  will 
suffer,  and  will  not  be  able  to  cast  your  cannon  or  shot.  In 
order  to  prevent  this,  I  should  think  the  Congress  of  New- 
York  should  write  to  the  Congress  of  this  ProMnce,  show- 
ing the  necessity  of  putting  the  coal  into  such  hands  as 
would  best  serve  the  general  cause.  You  may  depend  I 
shall  not  be  absent  from  the  city  oi New-York  any  longer 
than  the  situation  of  my  family  makes  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"  Joseph  Hallett. 

"To  Colonel  Alexander  McDougall,  New-York." 

The  Congress,  considering  the  great  necessity  of  having 
Grape-Shot,  and  being  informed  by  a  Member  that  there  is 
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only  a  trifling  parcel  in  the  Colony;  and  that  although  the 
price  mentioned  is  at  least  double  what  the  same  article  is 
offensd  to  be  delivered  for  in  April  next,  yet  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  wait  that  delay  : 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Hallett  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  empowered  to  contract  witli  Mr.  Ogden,  on  behalf 
•of  this  Congress,  for  such  quantity  of  Grape-Shot  as  Major- 
Gencral  Lee,  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continen- 
tal Army  at  New-  York  for  the  time  being,  shall  direct. 

The  Congress  were  informed  by  a  Member,  that  as  the 
Ships-of-VVar  are  removed  out  of  the  East-River,  Major- 
General  Lee  thinks  this  is  a  favourable  time  and  opjiortu- 
nity  to  stop  the  Channel  of  the  East-River,  between  the 
City  and  Nuttm-Island,  so  as  not  to  admit  line-of-battle  Ships, 
if  it  is  practicable  ;  which,  if  it  can  be  done,  may  save  at 
least  the  east  part  of  the  City;  that  General  Lee  desires  the 
advice  of  this  Congress  in  the  premises : 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  War  attend 
on  General  Lee,  and  confer  with  him  on  the  practicability 
of  stopping  the  Channel  in  the  East-River ;  and  that  the 
said  Committee  of  War  report  thereon  to  this  Congrass  at 
four  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  Members  present  were  charged  from  the  Chair  to 
keep  secret  the  subject-matter  of  the  last  order,  and  every 
argument,  matter,  and  thing  mentioned,  relating  to  stopping 
up  the  Channel ;  and  the  several  Members  engaged  on  their 
honours  respectively  to  keep  the  same  secret. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Swartwout  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  tlie  words  following,  to  wit : 

"New-York,  February  18,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Whereas  Captain  Billings,  from  Pough- 
Jceepsie,  has  marched,  with  what  men  he  had  inlisted  for  the 
Continental  service,  without  any  orders,  I  conceive  ;  at  his 
arrival  in  town  made  application  to  me  to  join  my  regi- 
ment, as  he  was  entirely  destitute  where  to  go,  I  admitted 
him,  for  the  present,  to  join  till  I  could  have  your  sentiments 
thereon.  It  is  essential  to  know  immediately,  as  I  must 
make  a  return  to  the  General  of  my  regiment,  and  of  the 
effective  arms,  and  have  them  completed  to  twenty  rounds 
per  man. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

"  Jacobus  SwARTWotrr,  Colonel. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress." 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  an  Answer  to  Colonel  Swartwout  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  February  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  was  read,  and  immediately  taken  into 
consideration.  The  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  Captain 
Billings,  with  his  company,  cannot  be  permitted  to  join 
your  regiment  of  Minute-men ;  but  that  he  ought  imme- 
diately to  return,  and  wait  the  orders  of  General  Schuyler. 

We  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 

To  Colonel  Swartwout. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  a  ton  of 
Gunpowder  is  arrived  from  Philadelphia,  and  stored  in  one 
of  the  Magazines,  in  part  payment  for  the  several  quan- 
tities of  Gunpowder  advanced  and  lent  by  tliis  Colony  at 
sundry  times  to  the  Continental  service. 

Die  Solis,  P.  M.,  February  18,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll, 
General  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Hohart,  Mr.  Wick- 
ham,  Mr.  L^ Hommedieu. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr. 
Wisner,  Jun. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham,  Col.  Ten  Broeck, 
Mr.  G.  Livingston. 

For  Westchester. — Doctor  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Fob  Charlotte. — ^Doctor  WUliams. 


The  Members  from  King's  County  were  informed  of  the 
message  from  General  Lee,  of  this  day,  that  one  Regiment 
is  on  their  march  from  Philadelphia,  and  may  be  expected 
immediately;  and  tliat  the  said  Regiment  is  to  be  posted  on 
Nassau-Island  from  Wallahoght  to  Gcwamis.  Tiie  Members 
of  King's  have  leave  of  absence  to  call  together  the  Com- 
mittee of  Brooklyn,  and  facilitate  the  procuring  Lodgments 
for  those  Troops,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  least  incon- 
venient to  the  inhabitants. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  o(  Brooklyn 
Township  do  immediately  assemble  and  provide  I^odg- 
ments  or  Quarters  for  the  said  Regiment  without  delay, 
which  they  will  do  in  such  manner  as  to  be  least  incon- 
venient to  the  inhabitants  of  Brooklyn  Township. 

And  Ordered,  further,  That  the  said  Committee  inform 
this  Congress  to-morrow  morning  of  the  particular  places  of 
the  Quarters  or  Lodgments  they  shall  have  provided  for  tliose 
Troops. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  requested  a  Permit  to  finish  lading  the 
Ship  Rosamond.  Thereupon  a  Certificate  was  given  to  him 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  was  formerly  ordered  by  this 
Congress  to  lade  a  vessel  with  wheat,  &c.     He  is  hereby 
permitted  to  lade  the  Ship  Rosamond  accordingly,  with 
wheat  and  flour,  &ic. 
To  be  shown  to  Messrs.  Robert  Ray  and  Evert  Bancker, 

and  to  be  deUvered  to  Captain  William  Mercier. 

Mr.  Hohart,  according  to  order,  reported  a  draft  of  a 
Letter  to  the  County  Committee,  in  each  respective  Coun- 
ty in  this  Colony  where  Troops  are  to  be  raised  ;  which  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  having  determined  that  your  County 

shall  have  the  opponunity  of  raising companies  in  the 

four  regiments  to  be  raised  by  order  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  have  resolved  that  blank 
warrants  for  the  officers  of  tlie  same  shall  be  sent  to  your 
Committee.  You  will  observe  by  the  enclosed  resolves,  that 
you  are  restrained  in  the  appointments  to  give  the  preference 
to  such  pei-sons  as  have  served  their  country  in  the  last  cam- 
paign ;  but  it  is  not  by  any  means  the  design  of  Congress, 
that  men  who  have  misbehaved  themselves  should  be  any 
furdier  employed.  It  is  expected  that  the  people  will  rea- 
dily inlist  in  these  regiments,  as  they  are  raised  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  defending  this  Colony;  and  unless  we  raise 
them  from  among  ourselves,  in  all  probability  tliey  will  be 
sent  from  other  Colonies,  which  will  be  to  our  everlasting 
disgrace.  We  have  great  confidence  in  your  zeal  for  the 
common  cause,  and  trust  that  you  will  exert  yourselves  that 
these  levies  be  completed  with  all  possible  despatch. 

We  are,  sir,  your  \evy  humble  servants. 
By  order. 

P.  S.  It  is  expected  that  each  man  furnish  himself  with  a 
good  gun  and  bayonet,  tomahawk,  kna])sack,  or  haversack, 
and  two  bills ;  but  those  who  are  not  able  to  furnish  them- 
selves with  these  arms  and  accoutrements,  will  be  supplied 
at  the  publick  expense ;  for  the  payment  of  which,  small  stop- 
pages will  be  made  out  of  their  monthly  pay,  till  the  whole 
are  paid  for ;  then  they  are  to  remain  the  property  of  tlie 
men. 

Ordered,  That  simdry  copies  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President ;  and  one  of  these  Letters  directed  to  the 
County  Committee,  in  each  County  where  Troops  are  to  be 
raised  ;  and  the  said  Letters  be  transmitted,  together  with 
blank  Warrants  and  Instructions  for  raising  the  men. 

Mr.  Hohart,  from  the  Committee  of  War,  who  were  di- 
rected this  morning  to  confer  with  General  Lee,  verbally 
reported  in  substance :  That,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
Congress,  they  had  conferred  with  the  General,  and  exa- 
mined the  Plans  of  the  City  and  Harbour  with  him  and  his 
Engineer,  and  some  other  officers  ;  that  the  General  infonned 
them  that  he  has  given  ordere  to  take  a  survey  of  the  ves- 
sels now  in  port ;  that  this  evening  the  depth  and  breadth 
of  the  channel  at  the  most  proper  places  are  to  be  sounded 
and  taken ;  that  General  Lee  thinks  it  of  great  importance 
to  obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  East-River  against  line- 
of-battle  Ships,  and  seems  to  have  it  much  at  heart ;  that 
General  I^e,  on  being  asked  how  the  west  side  of  the  town 
could  be  protected,  allowed  that  a  ship  might  come  to  the 
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west  of  the  City,  and  annoy  the  City,  but  seemed  to  thinlc 
Fortifications  might  be  erected  in  the  City  wliich  would 
greatly  protect  that  side  of  it ;  that  General  Let  is  of  opinion 
that,  if  the  Asia  should  depart  the  Harbour  and  Bay,  the 
most  proper  place  to  obstmct  the  navigation  is  farther  down, 
or  between  the  banks  ;  that  Captain  Smith,  the  Engineer, 
said  that  the  Fortifications  to  be  erected  near  Hellgate  will 
command  the  East-River  down  to,  or  below,  BlackweWs 
Island. 

Mr.  Hohart  reported  further,  diat,  on  the  whole,  nothing 
certain  as  to  the  practicability  of  obstnicting  the  navigation 
of  the  East-River  was  yet  determined  on. 

Mr.  Hobart  further  informed  Congress,  that  they  had 
some  conversation  with  General  Lee  on  the  subject  of  pre- 
venting persons  having  permissions  from  this  Congress  or 
the  Committee  of  Safety  to  go  on  board  of  any  Ship  in 
this  Harbour,  from  being  obstructed  by  the  Port-Guard  ;  and 
that  they  had  intimated  to  the  General  that  perhaps  it  might 
be  proper  to  place  a  proper  person  near  the  sentries,  to  give 
information  and  directions  concerning  such  persons  as  may 
have  such  permissions  as  above-mentioned. 

The  Congress  then  went  into  the  consideration  of  that 
matter. 

And  thereupon  Agreed  unanimously,  That  it  is  impracti- 
cable, at  present,  totally  to  cut  off  all  communication  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  with  the  Ships-of-War  now  in 
this  Port,  and  with  the  Ship  on  which  His  Excellency  Go- 
vemour  Tryon  resides. 

And  whereas,  though  it  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress, 
impracticable,  at  present,  totally  to  cut  off  all  communica- 
tion of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony  with  the  Ships-of-War 
now  in  this  Port,  and  the  Ship  on  board  of  which  His  Ex- 
cellency Governour  Tryon  resides,  yet  it  appears  necessary 
to  confine  such  communications  to  certain  particular  objects, 
to  the  end  that  the  publick  service  may  not  be  injured  by  a 
free  and  unlimited  intercourse  between  them  and  this  Colony. 
It  is  therefore  Ordered,  That  all  communication  between 
the  said  Ships-of-War  and  all  the  Inhabitants  be,  and  is 
hereby,  prohibited,  except  upon  special  permits,  to  be  ob- 
tained from  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety;  and, 
also,  except  for  supplying  diem  (the  said  Ships-of-War,  re- 
spectively) with  necessary  Provisions,  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  use  and  consumption  of  their  respective  crews  only, 
under  the  following  restrictions  and  regulations,  to  wit: 
That  no  Provisions  shall  be  supplied  for  their  use  and  con- 
sumption by  any  other  persons  than  their  respective  agent- 
victuallers  in  this  City,  upon  permits  to  be  obtained  by 
them,  respectively,  from  time  to  time,  for  tlie  purpose,  from 
this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety;  which  Provisions 
shall  not,  in  any  case,  be  put  on  board  any  Boat,  for  such 
supply  as  aforesaid,  at  any  other  place  than  the  Ferry 
stairs,  near  the  Exchange  in  this  City,  and  tliat  in  tlie  pre- 
sence of  a  Port-Master,  to  be  appointed  by  this  Congress, 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  shall  carefully  inspect  the 
same,  and  compare  the  Provisions  with  the  permit,  and 
keep  an  exact  and  particular  account  of  the  same,  to  be 
reported  by  him  to  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  from  time  to  time,  when  called  for. 

Ordered  further.  That  Elias  Niten  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
appointed  Port-Master  for  and  during  the  pleasure  of  this 
Congress,  with  an  allowance  at,  and  after  the  rate  of,  eigh- 
teen and  one-third  Dollars  per  month,  for  so  long  a  time  as 
he  shall  continue  in  the  said  service. 

Ordered  further,  That  all  communication  between  the 
said  Inhabitants  and  the  said  Ship  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governour  be,  and  is  hereby,  prohibited,  except  with  respect 
to  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant-Govemour,  the  Members  of 
his  Majesty's  Council,  the  Surveyor-General,  the  Deputy 
Secretary  of  this  Colony  and  his  necessary  Clerks,  and  such 
other  persons  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  have  particular 
Permits  for  the  purpose  from  this  Congress,  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety ;  and  except,  also,  such  intercourse  as  may 
be  necessary  for  supplying  the  Governour  with  the  necessary 
Provisions  for  himself  and  his  family ;  which  supplies  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  sent  from  the  said  Ferry  stairs,  and 
no  other  place,  and  tliat  in  the  presence,  and  under  the  in- 
spection, of  the  said  Port-Master,  who  shall  keep  exact  and 
particular  accounts  of  the  same,  to  be  reported  as  aforesaid ; 
and  except,  also,  that  the  brewers  supply  the  said  three 
Ships  with  Beer  as  usual  till  further  order  of  this  Congress, 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


Colonel  McDougall  infomied  Congress  that  Theophilus 
Hardenhrook  is  possessed  of  Beds  and  Coins  for  the  Can- 
non in  this  City,  which  were  made  and  procured  by  the 
Government  of  this  Colony;  that  the  said  Theophilus  Har- 
denhrook has  refused  to  deliver  the  said  Beds  and  Coins  to 
General  Lee,  or  his  order,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Army  now  here. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Theophilus  Hardenhrook  deliver  to 
General  Lee,  or  his  order,  all  the  Beds  and  Coins  for  Can- 
non, and  all  other  implements  or  necessaries  for  Cannon, 
belonging  to  this  Colony,  and  now  in  his  custody  or  care ; 
and  that  he  give  information  to  General  Lee,  or  such  other 
person  as  he  shall  order  or  appoint,  of  any  Beds,  Coins, 
Implements,  or  other  necessaries  for  Cannon,  belonging  to 
this  Colony,  not  in  his  custody,  as  he  knows  of,  or  can  give 
infomiation. 

And  Ordered  further.  That  Theophilus  Hardenhrook 
deliver  up  the  said-  Beds  and  Coins,  and  other  implements 
or  necessaries,  and  give  such  information  as  above-mention- 
ed, upon  oath  if  required. 

Die  Lunse,  A.  M.,  February  19,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

FoK  New-York. — Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr. 
Beekman,  Colonel  Brasher,  Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Mr. 
A.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  Mr. 
Wickham,  Mr.  Hohart. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
ston, Colonel  Humphreys,  Colonel  M.  Graham. 

For  Ulster. — ^Mr.  Wisner,  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr. 
Dewitt. 

For  King's. — ^Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Vanderhilt. 

For  Westchester. — Dr.  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Charlotte. — Dr.  iViUiams. 

The  Members  for  King's  County  represented  that  the 
Committee  oi  King's  County  have  waited  on  General  Lee ; 
that  he  informed  them  that  four  hundred  Men,  properly- 
placed  in  King's  County,  will  answer  his  puqwses  at  pre- 
sent ;  that  the  said  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  may 
have  great  difficulty  in  finding  empty  Houses,  or  proper 
places,  for  so  many  Troops,  in  any  other  way  than  by  billet- 
ing some  of  them  in  families,  which  they  are  ready  to  do  if 
they  have  the  order  of  this  Congress  for  the  purpose. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Brooklyn  be  authorized,  and  are  hereby  authorized, 
to  provide  proper  Lodgments  or  Quarters  for  such  Conti- 
nental Troops,  or  any  other  Troops  in  Continental  pay,  as 
General  Lee  shall  order  or  think  necessary  to  place  there ; 
and  if  the  said  Committee  cannot  otherwise  conveniently 
provide  proper  Lodgments  or  Quarters  for  such  Troops, 
that  they  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  billet  such 
Troops  in  families,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think 
proper. 

Mr.  Covenhoven  informed  the  Congress  that  a  person  on 
board  of  the  Ship  Asia  is  indebted  to  John  Carpenter ;  that 
the  said  John  Carpenter  requests  a  permission  to  go  on 
board  the  said  Ship  to  obtain  a  Bill  of  Sale  for  a  Slave,  or 
some  odier  security  for  his  said  debt. 

Mr.  Covenhoven  therefore  moved  that  a  Permit  be  given 
to  the  said  John  Carpenter,  or  his  son,  (John  Carpenter, 
Jun.,)  to  go  on  board  of  the  said  Ship  Asia,  to  obtain  secu- 
rity for  his  said  debt. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion;  and  the  question 
being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  man- 
ner following,  to  wit : 

For  the  JJirmative.  For  the  JVeffative. 
2  King's.  2  Dutchess. 

2  Oran?e.  2  Suffolk. 

3  Albany.  2  Tryon. 
2  (Jharlotte.                                        — 

2  Ulster. — Mr.  llhea  dissenting.      6  votes. 

11  votes. 

Neiv-York  and  Westchester,  having  some  Members  out 
on  duty,  had  not  a  quorum  present  in  Congress. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Carpenter,  or  his 
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son,  {John  Carpenter,  Jun.,)  be  permitted  to  go  onboard  of 
His  Majesty's  Ship  Asia,  to  obtain  a  Bill  of  Sale  for  a  Slave, 
or  other  security,  from  a  jierson  on  board  who  is  indebted 
to  him. 

Mr.  McKesson  informed  the  Congress  that  Mr.  Samuel 
Landon  has,  at  sundry  times,  attended  at  the  door,  to  re- 
quest a  pemiission  to  go  on  board  of  the  Ship  Asia,  to 
recover  a  Servant  of  his  who  is  gone  on  board. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Landon  be  permitted  to  go 
on  board  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Asia,  in  order  to  recover  his 
Servant,  who  is  said  to  be  gone  on  board  of  that  Ship. 

A  Ix^tter  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Philadelphia,  dated  tlie  13th  instant,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Philadelphia,  February  13,  1776. 
"  Gentlemen  :  The  bearer,  John  Grace,  has  the  care  of 
a  ton  of  Gunpowder,  sent  by  the  Congress  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  at  New-York.  If  he  should  need  any  advice 
or  assistance  on  the  way,  you  will  be  so  good,  on  his  appli- 
cation, to  afford  it  to  him. 

"  I  am,  gendemen,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  here,  with 
much  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"Benjamin  Franklin. 

"  To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Committees  of  Trenton,  Bruns- 
wick, and  New-York." 
Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  the  said 

ton  of  Gunpowder  is  safely  lodged  in  the  Powder- House  at 

New-York. 

A  Letter  from  Adrian  Bancker  and  Richard  Lawrence, 

Esquires,  the  Deputies  elected  for  Richmond  County,  was 

read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Richmond  County,  February  17,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Yesterday  evening  we  were  favoured  with  yours, 
dated  the  14th  instant,  enclosing  the  resolves  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  relative  to  the  County  of  Richmond, 
whereby  it  is  stipulated  that  tlie  Deputies,  and  major  part 
of  the  inhabitants,  shall  first  subscribe  to  the  Association 
entered  into  by  the  Colony,  before  a  representation  of  this 
County  can  be  accepted  in  the  Provincial  Congress.  Where- 
fore we  take  this  early  opportunity  to  inform  you  that  the 
Association  has  been  subscribed  by  us,  and  about  seven- 
eighths  of  the  inhabitants,  long  since ;  which  we  shall  be 
ready  to  lay  before  the  Congress  when  called  on. 

"  Colonel  Heard's  coming  on  the  Island  with  a  large  body 
of  men,  to  call  the  people  to  account  for  their  inimical  con- 
duct towards  the  resolves  of  Congress,  at  this  time,  when 
many  of  them  are  coming  into  the  measures,  and  the  gene- 
ral cause  gaining  ground  daily,  we  fear  will  be  rather  a  hurt 
than  otherwise. 

"  We  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the 
common  cause  to  stop  the  proceedings  of  the  Jersey  forces, 
in  order  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people.  We  would 
not  be  understood  to  dictate  measures  to  that  respectable 
body,  (the  Congress,)  to  whose  better  judgment  we  willingly 
submit. 

"  We  are,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants, 

"  Signed  per  order. 

"Adrian  Bancker, 
"  Richard  Lawrence. 

"To  Robert  Benson,  Esq.,  Secretaiy,  New-York: 

"  Sir  :  Please  to  lay  the  above  before  the  Congress  the 
first  convenient  opportunity." 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  from  the  Secretaries  (by  order  of 
Congress)  to  Adrian  Bancker  and  Richard  Latvrence, 
Esquires,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  of  the  17th  instant  was  this 
day  received  and  read  in  Congress.  We  are  directed  to 
request  your  immediate  attendance,  and  that  you  bring  with 
you  such  proofs  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  your 
County  having  subscribed  the  General  Association  as  will 
enable  you  to  take  your  seats,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of 
the  Continental  Congress. 

It  was  apprehended  that  General  Clinton,  on  his  depar- 
ture, would  attempt  a  landing  on  Staten-Island,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  depredations,  and  carrying  off  the  stock  for 


the  use  of  the  Ministerial  Army  and  Navy.  To  prevent 
any  attempt  of  this  kind,  our  Congress  requested  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  New-Jersey  to  send  Colonel  Heard, 
with  his  regiment,  on  the  Island  ;  and,  lest  he  might  not  get 
there  in  time,  the  like  request  was  afterwards  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  Elizabethtown.  The  inhabitants  of  Rich- 
mond  County  may  rest  assured  that  those  troops  from  New- 
Jersey  were  intended  for  no  other  purpose  whatever ;  and 
on  Saturday  last  orders  were  sent  for  their  dismission. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  most  respectfully,  your  very  hum- 
ble servants. 

By  order. 
To  Messrs.  Bancker  and  Lawrence,  Deputies  for  Richmond 

County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  subscribe  and  despatch 
the  same. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  General 
Washington  had,  by  Letters,  requested  a  quantity  of  Shells 
and  Shot,  and  desired  they  might  be  forwarded ;  that  he 
had  procured  Captain  Prohy  to  take  those  stores,  at  a  time 
when  the  weather  was  bad,  and  some  risk  in  the  convey- 
ance ;  that  thirty-five  Pounds  is  due  to  Jacob  Proby  for 
that  service. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Jacob  Proby  the  sum  of  thir- 
ty-five Pounds  for  transporting  sundry  Ordnance  Stores  from 
Turtle-Bay  to  New-London,  by  order  of  General  Wash- 
ington, and  that  Mr.  Livingston  take  Captain  Prohy' s  re- 
ceipt for  the  same. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  Major- 
General  Lee  had  ordered  Captain  Silleck,  in  an  armed 
vessel,  of  Connecticut,  down  here  with  Provisions ;  that  the 
said  vessel  is  without  Gunpowder,  and  that  General  Lee 
requests  that  a  hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder  may  be  deli- 
vered to  Captain  Silleck,  for  the  use  of  said  vessel. 

Thereupon  an  order  was  given  for  his  use  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

At  the  request  of  Major-General  Lee,  communicated  by 
Colonel  McDougall, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  Commissary  of  Stores  for 
this  Colony,  deliver  to  Captain  Silleck  one  hundred  weight 
of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  an  anned  Tender  (belonging 
to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut)  under  his  command. 

A  Return  fi-om  the  Committee  of  Haverstraw,  signed  by 
John  Coleman,  their  Clerk,  certifying  that,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Company  of  Militia,  at  Kakadt,  in  the  presence,  and 
under  the  inspection  of,  Jacob  Cole  and  Jonah  Halsted, 
Esqs.,  and  Jacob  Deronde  and  Thomas  Halsted,  of  the 
Committee,  the  following  Officers  were  elected,  to  wit: 
Reynard  Quackenboss,  Captain ;  Garret  Eckerson,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Jacob  Teneyck,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Ro- 
ger Osbom,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen 
accordingly. 

A  Letter  and  Embargo,  from  the  Committees  of  South- 
ampton, Easthampton,  and  Shelter-Island,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  The  Committees  of  Southampton,  Easthampton,  and 
Shelter- Island,  convened  at  Sag-Harbour,  the  8th  instant, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  address  the  honourable  the  Provincial 
Conoress  with  the  following  Memorial : 

"  Gentlemen  :  In  the  strongest  confidence  of  your  be- 
nevolent purpose  of  raising  and  stationing  an  amied  force, 
with  sufficient  ammunition,  which,  with  our  Minute-men  and 
Militia,  may,  at  all  events,  with  Heaven's  blessing,  deliver 
and  defend  us  from  British  attacks  and  Ministerial  ven- 
geance :  we  have,  in  our  low  capacity,  but  in  high  spirits, 
presumed,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  to  embargo  ;  strictly 
prohibiting  the  sale  and  exportation  of  all  provisions,  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  until  the  1st  day  of  March  ensu- 
ing, or  until  we  have  the  sense  of  the  Provincial  Congi-ess 
thereon. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  if  your  honourable  House  can  conde- 
scend to  our  politicks,  and  think  with  us,  that  it  will  best 
promote  our  great,  our  common  cause,  to  retain  the  provi- 
sions which  are  now  amongst  us,  rather  than  to  permit  them 
to  be  sold  and  exported,  and,  consequendy,  our  Army  sup- 
ported with  provisions  purchased,  and,  perhaps,  with  great 
difficulty  imported,  (when,  as  is  menaced,)  our  unnatural 
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enemies  shall  invest  us  by  land  and  sea ; — ^we  say,  if  you 
can  adopt  our  sentiments,  by  all  that  is  dear  to  true,  zealous 
sons  of  liberty,  we  beg  you  will  not  compel  us  to  flee  be- 
fore our  enemy,  but  detach  to  our  defence  such  ample  num- 
ber of  troops,  sufficient,  in  conjunction  widi  our  own,  to 
answer  this  important  purpose,  and  in  your  wisdom  con- 
tinue, and  confirm  the  above-mentioned  embargo. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee: 

"Maltby  Gelston,  Chairman. 

"  P.  S.  The  desire  of  this  part  of  the  County  is,  that 
some  method  be  fallen  upon  to  establish  a  post  irom  Neuj- 
YorJc  to  the  east  end  of  this  Island,  that  we  may  be  fa- 
voured with  the  earliest  intelligence." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  L'Hommedieu  call  on  Mr.  Hazard, 
the  Postmaster,  and  endeavour  to  ascertain  what  Revenue 
will  arise  from  a  Post-rider  on  Nassau-Island,  and  what 
will  be  the  expense  to  the  publick  of  such  Post-rider. 

3d  ho.  P.  M.  Die  Lunte,  February  19,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Beekman,  Colonel  McDougall, 
Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Scott. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Abra- 
ham Yates,  Jun.,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
ston, Major  R.  G.  Livingston. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Dewitt. 

For  Westchester. — Dr.  Graham,  Mr.  Paulding,  Major 
Lockwood. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hohart,  Mr. 
L' Hommedieu,  Mr.  Wickham. 

For  Charlotte. — Dr.  Williams. 

For  Trton. — Mr.  Moore. 

Colonel  Hay  having  received  advice  that  one  of  his  chil- 
dren is  so  indisposed  that  his  life  is  despaired  of,  obtained, 
on  that  account,  leave  of  absence. 

The  Petition  of  William  Cock  and  Thomas  Cock,  of 
Oyster-Bay,  in  Queen's  County,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is 
In  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  New- York. 
The  Petition  of  WiLLi.uvr  and  Thomas  Cock,  of 
Oyster-Bat,  in  Queen's  County,  humbly  showeth: 
"  That  we,  your  Petitioners,  are  inhabitants  of  said 
County,  and  that  at  the  last  election  of  Deputies  for  the 
Provincial  Congress,  we  opposed  the  election  of  Deputies 
for  said  County;  since  which  we  are  convinced  of  our  error, 
and  think  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  there  should  be 
a  representation  of  said  County  in  the  Provincial  Congress ; 
and  that  your  Petitioners  did  not  oppose  the  choice  of  said 
Deputies  from  any  desire  or  inclination  of  injuring  this 
country,  but  was  owing  entirely  to  error  of  judgment;  and 
that  your  Petitioners  are  ready  to  obey  all  orders  and  re- 
commendations of  the  Continental  and  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress. Your  Petitionei-s,  therefore,  desire  that  your  honour- 
able body  will  take  our  case  into  consideration,  and  grant 
us  such  relief  in  the  present  case  as  to  you  shall  seem 

"^'^^^-  "William  Cock. 

"Thomas  Cock. 

"New-York,  February  19,  1776." 

On  hearing  the  said  Petition  read,  and  upon  due  consi- 
deration thereof,  and  considering  that  any  former  Resolves 
of  this  Congress  against  the  Delinquents  of  Qmens  County 
were  only  intended  to  convince  them  of  their  error,  and 
bring  them  to  a  just  sense  of  their  duty  to  the  publick : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petitioners  be  restored  to  the 
state  and  condition  in  which  they  were  before  the  passing 
of  these  Resolves,  during  their  respective  good  behaviours. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petitioners  have  their  Petition  and 
this  Order  published  in  the  Newspapers. 

A  Return  of  Field-Officers  for  the  First  Regiment  in 
Charlotte  County,  signed  by  their  Clerk,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"At  a  general  meeting  of  the  County  Committee  of 
Charlotte,  January  25,  1776:  It  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  Dr.  John  Williams  be  recommended  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  m  New- York  for  Colonel  of  the  First  Batta- 


lion of  Militia  for  this  County;  Mr.  Alexander  Campbell,  61 
Argyle  Township,  for  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Messrs.  Timo- 
thy Bewell,  of  Fort  Miller,  and  Alexander  Webster,  of 
Black-Creek,  for  Majors ;  Mr.  Jonathan  Baker,  of  Black- 
Creek,  for  Adjutant,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Fuller,  of  Skenesbo- 
rough.  Quartermaster. 

"A  true  copy  irom  the  Minutes : 

"Alexander  Webster,  Clerk. 

"  Precinct  of  Granville :  Joseph  Ingles,  Captain  ;  Gideon 
Squire,  First  Lieutenant ; Second  Lieute- 
nant. 

"Black-  Creek  Precinct :  John  Hamilton,  Captain ;  George 
McKnight,  First  Lieutenant ;  Jam^s  Wilson,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. 

"  Blank  Commissions  for  a  Captam  b  Argyle  Towb- 
ship." 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen 
agreeably  to  the  Return. 

Ordered,  That  the  nomination  and  recommendation  to 
the  Continental  Congress  of  gentlemen  proper  to  be  Field- 
Officers  of  the  four  Battalions  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony, 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  Thursday  next. 

A  Certificate  of  John  Child  and  Peter  Tappen,  two  of 
the  Committee  of  Poughkeepsie,  was  read  and  filed. 

They  thereby  certify,  that  John  Tappen  was  duly  elected 
Ensign  in  Captain  John  Schenck's  associated  Company  of 
Militia  of  Foot,  of  Poughkeepsie  Precinct,  in  Dutchess 
County,  in  the  place  of  Matthew  Van  Keuren,  who  has 
resigned. 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  issue  for  John  Tappen 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Sands  informed  Congress  that,  in  their  recess,  four 
other  members  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  himself 
had  advised  and  directed  a  boatman,  from  Qween'*  County, 
to  sell  three-fourth  parts  of  the  wood  in  his  boat ;  that 
quantity  being  the  property  of  Whigs,  and  to  carry  back 
the  other  fourth  part,  as  being  the  property  of  a  Tory. 
That  Christopher  Duyckinck  had  taken  Mr.  Sands's  watch 
and  detained  it,  on  pretence  that  he  had  a  right  to  have 
seized  the  said  one-fourth  part  of  the  said  wood,  which  he 
alleges  was  of  the  value  of  forty  shillings  and  six  pence. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Christopher  Duyckinck 
immediately  attend  the  Provincial  Congress,  now  sitting  in 
the  Assembly  Chamber  in  the  City-Hall  of  the  City  of 
New-York. 

Mr.  Christopher  Duyckinck  attended.  He  agreed  with 
Mr.  Sands  in  all  the  material  facts  stated  to  the  Congress, 
and  endeavoured  to  justify  his  conduct  on  the  fourth  and 
fifth  Resolves  of  this  Congress  against  the  Delinquents  m 
Queen's  County.  After  some  considerable  time  spent  in 
this  business,  Mr.  Duyckinck  alleged  that  he  was  not  fully 
prepared  to  answer  the  subject,  as  the  message  of  the 
House  was  unexpected. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of 
this  matter  be  postponed  till  Friday  next,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
and  that  Mr.  Duyckinck  attend  again  at  that  time. 


Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.  February  20,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pureuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.    Beekman,    Colonel  McDougall, 

Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Colonel 

Brasher,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  (who  immediately 

departed  on  business.) 
For  Albany. — General   Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Mr. 

Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,    Mr.    Hobart,    Mr. 

Wickham,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Major  R.  G.  lA- 

vingston.  Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Schenck. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Thomas,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr. 

Paulding. 
For  Thyon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Dr.  Williams. 
For  Ulster.— Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Lefever. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  only. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  of  this  day,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  tlie  words  following,  to  wit ; 
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«'  New-York,  Febrnary  20,  1776. 

"Sir:  I  am  just  informed  that  the  Asia  and  Phenix 
have  seized  several  provision  vessels  from  the  Jerseys.  I 
must  submit  it  to  the  Congress  whether  the  compact  is  not 
to  be  considered  as  broken,  and  whether  it  is  not  our  duty  to 
withhold  all  further  supplies.  For  my  own  part,  the  mea- 
sure of  suffering  ourselves  to  be  plundered,  and  at  the  same 
time  feeding  our  plunderers,  appeal's  a  degree  of  lowness  of 
spirit  which  reflects  dishonour,  and  must  encourage  the  enemy 
still  to  take  greater  liberties. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Charles  Lee. 

"  To  Colonel  Wbodhull,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress." 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  Major-General  Lee  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  February  20,  1776. 
Sir:  Your  favour  of  this  morning  has  been  considered 
by  Congress,  and  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  totally  im- 
possible to  prevent  the  Asia  and  Phenix  from  supplying 
themselves  with  provisions.  They  have  received  informa- 
tion that  the  seizing  of  the  vessels  from  the  Jerseys  is  occa- 
sioned by  the  supplies  from  the  Agents  in  town  being  stop- 
ped, and  are  apprehensive,  if  it  be  continued,  that  the  town 
will  be  reduced  to  the  utmost  distress. 

While  the  navigation  of  Hudson's  River  is  obstructed  by 
the  ice,  our  principal  dependance  for  com,  provision,  fuel, 
and  hay,  is  from  Connecticut  and  the  Jerseys.  An  embar- 
go prevents  the  supplies  from  the  one,  and  if  we  provoke 
the  Captains  of  the  ships-of-war,  by  way  of  retaliation,  to 
prevent  them  from  the  other,  the  inhabitants  will  not  only 
be  destitute,  but  our  Commissary  will  be  incapacitated  from 
procuring  die  necessary  supplies  for  the  Army  now  in  town. 
You  will  please  to  consider  that  the  ships-of-war  have  it 
in  their  power  to  seize  all  the  provisions  that  they  may  find 
afloat,  by  which  means  they  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
supplying  the  enemy  at  Boston. 

By  order : 
To  Major-General  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Another  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"New- York,  February  19, 1776. 

"  Sir  :  As  it  is  established  in  camp  to  allow  all  fatigue- 
men  a  gill  of  rum  each,  1  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to 
the  Congress  to  make  the  same  allowance. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  "  Charles  Lee. 

"  To  Colonel  WoodhuU,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress." 

The  consideration  thereof  is  postponed  till  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  John  Murray  solicited  a  Permit  to  go  on  board  of  the 
Dutchess  of  Gordon  to  settle  some  accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  JoAn  Murray  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
permitted  to  go  on  board  of  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon, 
on  board  of  which  Governour  Tryon  resides. 

To  Mr.  Elias  Nixon,  Port-Master. 

___  ) 

Die  Martis,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  February  80, 1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Van  Cort- 

landt.  Colonel  Brasher,  Colonel  McDougaU. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Mr. 

Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — General    WoodhuU,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu, 

Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  jRAea,  Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Lefever. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Colonel  Ten  Broeck, 

Mr.  Schenclc. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Major  Lock- 
wood,  Mr.  Thomas. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Allison. 
For  Charlotte. — Dr.  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Major-General  Lee,  by  his  Letter  of  the  19th,  received 
and  read  lliis  mommg,  informed  Congress  that  it  is  esta- 


blished in  Camp  to  allow  all  Fatigue-men  a  gill  of  Rum 
each  ;  and  recommended  to  the  Congi-ess  to  make  the  same 
allowance. 

The  Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  respective  Commissaries 
of  Provisions  appointed  by  this  Congress,  issue  one  gill  of 
Rum  per  day  for  each  man  on  fatigue,  to  the  resjiective 
Quartermasters  of  such  Troops  now  in  this  City  as  are 
not  otherwise  provided  for. 

A  Letter  from  I^ord  Stirling,  bearing  date  this  same  day, 
requesting  the  loan  of  Money,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in 
tlie  words  following,  to  wit : 

«  New-York,  February  20,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  When  I  arrived  in  this  town  with  my  regiment,  I 
expected  to  have  found  a  Continental  Commissary  of  Pro- 
visions here,  who  would  have  furnished  them  provisions  and 
fire-wood,  and  other  necessaries.  But  as  no  such  officer  is 
here,  I  ordered  my  Quartermaster  to  provide  provisions 
agreeably  to  the  rations  allowed  by  Congress.  This  he  has 
hitherto  done  with  his  own  money  ;  but  as  that  is  already 
exhausted,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  asking  the  favour  of 
the  Congress  of  this  Province  to  advance  him,  as  a  loan, 
as  much  money  as  will  be  necessary  for  this  purpose,  till 
another  provision  be  made  by  the  Continental  Congress,  to 
whom  I  have  written  to  regulate  this  matter  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Stirling. 

"  To  the  President  of  the  Congress  of  the  Province  of  Neto- 
York." 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Swartivout,  dated  this  day,  en- 
closing Returns  of  such  Companies  of  his  Regiment  as  are 
present  on  duty,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"New- York, Febrnary  20,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  By  the  within  enclosed  returns,  you  will 
see  that  those  Captains  in  town  of  my  regiment  have  small 
companies,  but  at  the  same  time  nigh  a  full  set  of  officere. 
I  expect  the  following  Captains  in  hourly,  to  wit :  Captain 
Woodford,  from  Pawling' s  Precinct ;  Captain  Ludinton, 

from Precinct ;  Captain    Clearck,  from  Beek- 

man's  Precinct ;  Captain  Durling,  from  Rombout  Precinct. 
Should  it  be  the  same  case  with  the  last-mentioned  compa- 
nies to  have  so  few  men,  and  officers  complete,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  your  honourable  Board  to  fall  on  some  plan, 
either  by  sending  to  the  several  Colonels  of  Militia  of  our 
County  to  draft  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  fill  the  within 
mentioned  companies,  or  by  reducing  the  officers  to  a  pro- 
per number.  If  you  should  judge  the  latter  to  be  best, 
probably  it  would  suit  many  of  the  officers  to  return  to  their 
families,  as  it  answers  no  good  purpose  to  have  so  many 
officers  and  so  few  men,  but,  on  the  contrary,  creates  great 
cost,  as  it  is  natural  to  expect  where  troops  are  kept  there 
will  be  disorders  attending  them.  As  we  have  no  Doctor 
for  said  regiment,  I  should  be  glad  that  Dr.  Tappcn  might 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  as  we  have  an  over  plenty 
of  officers.  I  have  no  other  view  in  writing  the  foregoing, 
than  to  acquaint  you  with  the  state  of  the  regiment. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"  Jacobus  Swartwout,  Colonel. 

"To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  at  New-York." 

The  Returns  of  three  Companies  of  Colonel  Swartivouf  s 
Regiment,  were  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

Jacobus  Swartwout,  Colonel ; Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ; Major. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  Letters  and  Returns  be  referred 
to  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  War.* 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  Lord  Sdrling  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  20, 1776. 

My  Lord  :  It  gives  this  Congress  pain  to  be  obliged  to 
declare  their  inability  to  supply  your  Quartennaster  with 
the  loan  of  money  for  subsisting  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand until  the  Continental  Congress  shall  regulate  that 
matter.  The  Continental  drafts  on  our  Treasury  for  large 
advancements  properly  within  our  department,  exhausts  it 
as  fast  as  its  supplies  come  in,  and  we  find  ourselves  under 
an  absolute  necessity  of  looking  naiTowly  into  the  applica- 
tion of  our  issues,  lest  our  Treasury  should  be  deficient  to 
answer  the  proper  calls  on  it.  We  doubt  not  that  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  will,  at  your  request,  make  speedy  provi- 
sion for  the  subsistence  of  your  battalion. 

Permit  us  to  hint,  that  we  think  a  provision  in  the  in- 
terim will  more  properly  be  made  by  the  Netv- Jersey  Con- 
gress, now  sitting  so  near  this  city  ;  and  to  assure  you 
that  we  are,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servants. 

By  order  of  Congress. 

To  tlie  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington  of  the  10th  in- 
stant, was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  followinuf,  to 
Wit  : 

"Cambridge,  February  10,  1776. 

"Sir:  Being  in  the  greatest  want  of  arms  at  this  alarm- 
ing and  important  crisis,  for  the  Army  under  my  command, 
and  without  the  most  distant  prospect  or  hope  of  getting 
more  from  these  Governments  than  what  I  already  have,  1 
beg  leave  to  solicit  the  favours  of  your  Committee  of  Safety 
in  this  instance,  and  earnesdy  request  that  they  will  use 
their  exertions  to  get  and  send  to  me,  in  the  most  expeditious 
manner,  all  that  they  can  possibly  procure.  I  imagine  that 
there  are  several  belonging  to  the  Colony,  and  have  been 
informed  of  many  Tories  being  disarmed,  and,  therefore, 
expect  that  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  obtain  a  considerable 
supply.  Whatever  quantity  is  sent  me,  I  will  take  on  the 
Continental  account,  and  make  payment  for,  with  the  ex- 
penses incident  to  their  transportation. 

"  This  application  being  founded  in  necessity,  and  arising 
from  the  exigency  of  our  affairs,  I  make  no  doubt  will  meet 
your  most  ready  and  early  attention,  and  that  nothing  will 
be  wanting  on  your  part  to  give  me  the  most  speedy  relief. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"George  Washington. 
"  To  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquu-e. 

■ "  P.  S.  I  wish  to  have  only  such  arms  as  are  good  and 
serviceable,  and  shall  be  glad  to  have  bayonets  with  them. 

"G.  W." 
A  (Juift  of  an  Answer  to  General  Washington  was  read 
and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  February  20, 1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  have  just  now  received  your  letter 
of  the  10th  instant,  directed  to  tiie  Chairman  of  our  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  They  are  extremely  sorry  they  have  it 
not  in  their  power  to  supply  you  with  the  articles  you  men- 
tion, as  the  Army  raised  here  last  summer  has  entirely 
drained  them  of  the  arms  belonging  to  the  Colony,  which 
have  never  been  returned ;  and  the  more,  as  they  are,  by 
order  of  Congress,  now  levying  five  new  regiments — one 
for  the  defence  of  Canada,  and  four  for  defending  this  Co- 
lony, and  preventing  depredations  on  Long-Island,  which 
they  suppose  will  chiefly  be  destitute,  and  obliged  to  be 
supplied  by  them ;  and  with  respect  to  the  arms  taken  from 

».4  List  of  the  Men  in  one  of  the  Companies  of  Colonel  Swart-wout's 
Segiment. — James  Varian,  Samuel  Crawford,  Isaac  Oakly,  Joseph  Tod, 
Oliver  Killick,  James  Sanderson,  William 'J'honison,  John  Drake,  Micah 
Townson,  Daniel  Horton,  Gideon  Arden,  Ezekiel  Dayton,  John  Baker, 
Jedcdiah  Owens,  John  McDonald,  Seth  Winchcll,  Andrew  Fack,  David 
Johnson,  Gilliert  Horton,  James  Urundige,  Matthew  Carryhcart,  Philip 
Hcustis,  James  Farrel,  Robert  Graham,  Stephen  Shelly,  James  Vincct, 
Robert  Hutchings,  Benjamin  Boycr,  Jacob  Morril,  Valentine  Rider,  Sam- 
uel 'I'ownsend,  Jonathan  Allabee,  William  Brown,  Jun.,  James  Hops, 
Charles  Roe,  Abraham  Morris,  John  Moreland,  Uriah  Travis,  John  Roc, 
Jesse  Burrel. 
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tlie  Tories  in  this  Colony,  they  inform  you  are  neither  in 
tiieir  possession  or  at  their  disjwsal.  Hence,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  they  cannot  give  you  any  relief,  which  they  would 
most  cheerfully  do  were  it  in  their  power. 

We  are,  sir,  your  most  humble  servants.    By  order. 
To  General  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Peter  T.  Curtenim  delivered  in  an  Inventory  of  the  Hos- 
pital and  other  Stores  taken  out  of  the  lower  Barracks,  by 
order  of  this  Congress,  which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Inventory  of  sundry  Stores,  taJcen  out  of  the  lower  Bar- 
racks by  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  viz : 

"  Six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  Osnaburgh 
Sheets,  new  ;  300  Osnaburgh  Sheets,  old  ;  140  white  Sheets, 
new;  20  white  Sheets,  old;  92  check  Sheets,  new;  1 
empty  Medicine  Chest ;  1  chest  with  Lint ;  3  boxes  with 
Tow;  370  Pillow-cases,  Osnaburghs,  new;  120  bolster- 
cases,  Osnaburgh,  new  ;  725  wooden  Bowls ;  556  wooden 
Trenchers ;  1,700  wooden  Spoons  ;  1  large  copper  Kettle; 
22  earthen  Chamber-pots  ;  160  old  moth-eaten  Blankets — 
most  of  them  fit  for  nothing  but  making  cartridges  for  the 
field-pieces  ;  4  Camp  Colours  ;  125  boxes  Candles,  deliver- 
ed me  by  Mr.  Norwood — they  weigh,  upon  an  average, 
about  forty-five  pounds  each,  which  is  six  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  pounds. 

"Taken  this  19th  o{ February,  1776. 

"Peter  T.  Curtenius,  Commissary." 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  preserve  those  Stores, 
or  such  of  them  as  are  now  in  his  custody,  with  particular 
care,  for  the  use  of  an  Hospital ;  and  that  he  do  not  part  with, 
or  deliver  out,  any  of  those  Stores,  by  any  order  whatever, 
unless  by  an  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  that  only  for  the  use  of  an  Hospital,  or  by  the 
order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

The  Members  from  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  in- 
formed the  Congress  that  sundry  mistakes  were  made, 
through  haste,  by  the  County  Committee  and  Field-Officers, 
in  arranging  the  Regiments  of  Militia  in  that  County,  where- 
by many  Companies  were  very  inconveniently  placed  under 
Field-Officers  at  a  distance  from  them ;  and,  in  other  in- 
stances. Companies  out  of  one  vicinity  placed  in  different 
Regiments.  That  a  more  convenient  arrangement  of  the 
Militia  of  that  County  is  now  made ;  but,  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  some  of  the  commis- 
sions altered,  and  new  commissions  issued  in  other  instances : 
of  all  which  alterations,  amendments,  and  arrangements  they 
have  now  produced  a  complete  form,  or  list. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  amendments  and  alterations  be 
made,  and  such  new  Commissions  issued  as  will  be  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  arrangement  of  the  MUitia  of  the 
County  of  Albany. 

A  Letter  from  William  Smith,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Suffolk  County,  dated  the  24th  of  January 
last,  and  which  was  received  by  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
was  read.  They  thereby  recommend  as  Field-Officers  for 
their  Regiment  of  Minute-men,  to  wit :  Josiah  Smith,  Co- 
lonel ;  John  Hulbert,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Isaac  Reeve, 
First  Major ;  Jonathan  Baker,  Second  Major ;  Isaac  Over- 
ton, Adjutant ;  and  Ebenezer  Dayton,  Quartermaster. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen 
accordingly. 

A  Return  from  Lewi^  McDonald,  James  Raymond,  Peter 
Flemming,  and  Marcus  Mosenell,  Committee-men  o{  Harri- 
son's Precinct,  in  Westchester  County,  with  a  Certificate  of 
William  Miller,  Deputy  Chairman,  were  read.  They  return 
the  Officers  elected  in  a  Company  of  Minute-men  in  Colonel 
Drake's  Regiment,  to  wit :  Hezekiah  Gray,  Captain  ;  Cor- 
nelius  Clark,  First  Lieutenant ;  James  Miller,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  and  Isaac  Titus,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  be  immediately  issued  for 
those  gentlemen.     And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Graham, 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay  to 
Samuel  Drake,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Minute- 
men  from  Westchester  County,  now  in  Continental  service 
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by  order  of  Major-General  Lee,  die  sum  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  on  account  of  the  pay  of  his  Regiment. 

A  Letter  from  Major  Robert  Rogers  was  read  and  filed. 
He  thereby  prays  that  this  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  give 
him  a  permission  to  go  on  board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gor- 
don, on  private  business  witli  Governour  Tryon. 

A  Letter  of  the  9th  instant,  from  Zephaniah  Piatt, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Poughkeepsie,-was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Poughkeepsie,  February  9,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  letter  to  Congress, 
in  answer  to  one  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  26th 
ultimo,  informing  that  four  regiments  are  to  be  raised  for 
the  defence  of  the  Colony,  and  desiring  to  know  what  num- 
ber of  men  can  be  speedily  raised  and  armed  in  the  County. 
For  the  reasons  mentioned  in  our  letter,  you  will  observe 
that  we  have  resolved  that  only  three  companies  can  be 
completed  ;  however,  we  conceive  that  if  it  w  as  stipulated 
that  these  troops  are  to  remain  within  the  Colony,  we  would 
furnish  a  greater  number  of  men,  as  many  would,  in  such 
case,  enter  into  the  service  who  would  otherwise  be  deterred 
through  fear  of  being  sent  upon  distant  disagreeable  service. 
For  this  reason  we  would  wish  you  would,  if  you  convenient- 
ly can,  acquaint  us  with  the  particular  destination  of  those 
regiments,  and  how  far  we  may  venture  to  engage  with 
officers  and  men  that  they  shall  not  be  obliged  to  march  out 
of  the  Colony. 

"  We  are  directed  to  inform  you  that  the  Committee  re- 
commend Mr.  Robert  Freeman  for  the  commission  of  Second 
Major  in  Colonel  Sutherland's  Regiment,  vacant  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Cantolin.  You  will  please  to  procure 
and  transmit  us  his  commission  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  We  remain  your  very  humble  servants. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence : 

"Zephaniah  Platt,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  be  issued  to  Mr.  Robert 
Freeman,  as  Second  Major,  and  transmitted  with  all  con- 
venient speed. 

Die  Mercurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  February  21,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  Fan  Cort- 

landt,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Captain  Rutgers. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Mr. 

Gansevoort,  Mr.  Yates. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,  Mr.    Wickham,  Mr. 

L'Hommedieu,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Rhea. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Major  R.  G.  Li- 
vingston, Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Westchester. — M^pi  Lockwood,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr. 

Paulding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Dr.  Williams. 

The  Committee  of  the  City  of  New-York,  in  pursuance 
of  the  order  of  this  Congress  of  the  13th  instant,  returned, 
that  they  had  caused  an  election  to  be  held  at  the  City-Hall 
on  the  20th  instant,  for  seven  Deputies  to  serve  in  this  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  with  the  other  Deputies  of  this  City  and 
County  of  New-York.  That  diereupon  Messrs.  Adrian 
Rutgers,  Abraham  P.  Lott,  Isaac  Stoutenburgh,  Evert 
Bancker,  Thomas  Randall,  Samuel  Prince,  and  William 
Denning,  were  duly  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Return  be  filed,  and  that  those 
gendemen  be  requested  to  take  their  seats  immediately. 

Mr.  Hobart,  from  the  Committee  of  War,  to  whom  was 
committed  the  Letter  from  Colonel  Swartwout,  and  the  Re- 
turns of  his  Regiment  made  yesterday,  delivered  in  their 
Report,  which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

The  Committee  of  War  having  taken  into  consideration 
Colonel  Swartwout' s  Letter  of  die  20th  instant,  widi  die 
Returns  of  the  several  Companies  of  his  Regiment  now  on 
duty  in  this  City,  and  finding  that  diere  is  by  much  too 
great  a  proportion  of  officers  for  the  men  already  here,  and 
that  it  will  probably  be  the  same  case  with  the  companies 
now  on  their  march  to  join  the  regiment,  are  of  opinion  that 
Colonel  Swartwout  be  directed  to  appoint  a  proper  number 


of  officers  to  die  several  companies,  according  to  die  Regu- 
ladons  for  the  Militia,  and  that  he  order  the  supernumerary 
officers  to  return,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  the  County, 
in  order  to  complete  their  companies. 

Secondly.  That  where  any  officer  of  a  Minute  Company 
shall  be  unable,  or  refuse,  to  engage  in  diis  service,  he  be 
directed  to  supply  their  place  by  officers  of  the  same  rank 
from  the  Militia. 

Thirdly.  That  tiie  men  be  inlisted  to  conUnue  in  die  ser- 
vice till  the  1st  day  of  Mai/  next,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith  moved,  and  was  seconded,  for  the 
following  amendment,  to  wit : 

That  the  third  Resolve  be  obliterated. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion,  and  the  question  being 
put  diereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  die  manner 
following,  to  wit : 

For  the  .^ijirmative.  For  the  J^'egative, 


2  Westche-ster. 

4  New-York. 

2  Charlotte. 

2  SutVolk. 

3  Albany. 

13  votes. 


2  Dutchess. — Mr.  G  Living- 
2  'I'ryon.        {stoii  dissenting. 
2   Ulster. — Mr.     Dewitt    dis- 
—  [seating. 

6  votes. 


Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  said  third  direction  in  the 
said  Report  be  obliterated. 

The  first  and  second  directions  in  the  said  Report  being 
read  a  second  time,  the  Congress  agrees  with  their  Commit- 
tee thereon. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  suggested  to  the  Congress  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  Andreio  Elliott,  Esq.,  Collector  of 
this  Colony,  have  permission  to  go  on  board  of  his  Excel- 
lency's Ship,  as  occasion  may  require,  in  order  to  let  the 
trading  vessels  of  this  Colony  be  despatched,  the  Governour 
having  refused  to  sign  any  papers  from  the  Custom-house 
unless  the  Collector  is  present. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Andrew  Elliott,  Esq.,  Collec- 
tor of  the  Port  of  New-York,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  permit- 
ted to  go  on  board  of  his  Excellency  Governour  Tryon' s 
Ship  at  any  time  at  his  pleasure,  until  the  further  pleasure 
of  this  Congress,  or  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

Colonel  Peter  T.  Curtenius  requested  to  know  to  whom 
he  shall  deliver  the  last-made  Intrenching  Tools. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  P.  T.  Curtenius  inquire  if  Mr.  Hugh 
Hughes  has  obtained  a  commission  as  a  Continental  Com- 
missary of  Artillery  Stores ;  and  if  he  has  such  Continental 
commission,  that  then  he  deliver  the  said  Intrenching  Tools 
to  Mr.  Hughes;  otherwise,  that  he  deliver  them  to  Mr. 
Richard  Norwood. 

It  being  suggested  to  the  Congress  that  his  Excellency 
Governour  Tryon  is  indisposed,  and  that  Dr.  Middleton  is 
his  physician, 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Middleton  be  permitted  to  go  on 
board  of  the  Ship  in  which  his  Excellency  resides,  at  any 
dme,  undl  the  further  order  of  this  Congress,  or  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  ^ 

Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  who  was  lately  appointed  a 
Commissary  for  a  considerable  number  of  Troops,  coming 
into  this  City,  attended,  and  was  admitted  into  Congress. 
He  informed  the  Congress  that  he  has  purchased  and  con- 
tracted for  Prtivisions  to  the  amount  of  twenty-one  hundred 
Pounds. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  P.  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony, 
advance  to  Abraham  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Commissary  for 
sundry  Continental  Troops  now  in  this  city,  the  sum  of 
twenty-one  hundred  Pounds,  on  account,  and  take  a  receipt 
for  the  same. 

Mr.  L'Hommedieu  reported  that  William  Richie  had 
contracted  with  Beriah  Norton,  a  Colonel  and  Commissary 
of  some  Provincial  Troops  stationed  at  Marlin's  Vineyard, 
to  furnish  forty  barrels  of  Pork  and  forty  bairels  of  Beef, 
widi  some  other  articles.  That  he  has  obtained  a  pennit 
from  die  sub-Committee  of  die  City  of  New-  York,  to  pur- 
chase those  articles  and  charter  a  vessel.  That  he  has 
bought  the  Provisions  in  Westchester  County,  and,  by  reason 
of  a  resolve  and  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  of  the 
lOtli  instant,  prohibiting  exportation  from  thence  out  of  the 
Colony,  he  cannot  get  the  Provisions  from  thence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Richie  be  permitted  by  the 
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Committee  of  Westchester  County  to  transport  the  said 
forty  barrels  of  Pork  and  forty  barrels  of  beef,  and  no  more, 
out  of  Westchester  County,  the  resolution  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  this  Colony  on  the  10th  instant  to  die  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
Adjourned. 

Die  Mercurii,  P.  M.,  February  81,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For   New-York. — Mr.    Beekvian,    Mr.    Rutgers,    Mr. 
.    Prince,  Mr.  Bancker,  Captain  Rutgers,  Colonel   Mc- 

BougaU,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr. 

Smith,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr. 

Gamevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll. 
For   Suffolk. — General    WoodhuU,    Mr.   Hohart,    Mr. 

L' Hommedieu,  Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Deivitt,  Mr.  Lefever,  Mr.  Rhea,  Colo- 
nel Palmer. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Cohnel  Ten  Broeck, 

Colonel  Humphreys,  Mr.  Schenck. 
For  Orange.— -Colonel  Allison. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,   Major  Lockwood, 

Mr.  Thomas. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Williams. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Elizabethtovm, 
reladng  to  persons  taken  from  Staten-Island  and  confined 
there,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Complaint  has  been  made  to  us  that  haac 
Decker,  Abraham  Harris,  and  Minne  Burger,  inhabitants 
of  Richmond  County,  are  confined  in  jail  under  the  du-ec- 
tion  of  your  Committee,  in  the  Borough  of  Elizabeth,  and 
that  Richard  Conner,  Esq.,  is  bound  under  a  penalty  to 
appear  before  your  Committee.  We  know  not  by  whose 
directions  they  were  apprehended.  By  the  regulations  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  all  persons  charged 
with  any  conduct  inimical  to  the  United  Colonies,  or  trans- 
gressing any  resolves,  rules,  or  regulations  of  the  Continen- 
tal or  Provincial  Congress,  are,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be 
tried  by  the  County  Committee  of  the  County  in  which 
such  delinquents  reside.  We,  dierefore,  earnestly  request 
that  the  several  persons  above  named,  with  all  charges  and 
proofs  you  have  or  may  know  of  against  them  respectively, 
may  be  returned  to  the  County  Committee  of  Richmond 
County,  to  be  put  upon  their  trial. 

We  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  veiy  humble  ser- 
vants. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  die  Committee  of  Eli- 
zabethtown. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed,  and  transmitted. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Richmond 
County  on  the  same  subject,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  February  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have,  by  a  letter  of  this  aate,  requested 
the  Committee  of  Elizabethtown  to  return  to  the  County 
Committee  of  your  County,  Richard  Conner,  Esq.,  Laac 
Decker,  Abraham  Harris,  and  Minne  Burger,  inhabitants 
of  your  County,  to  be  respectively  put  upon  their  trials,  and 
return  to  you  any  charges  and  proofs  against  them  that  they 
have  or  may  know  of  against  them,  or  either  of  them,  with 
respect  to  any  conduct  inimical  to  the  United  Colonies, 
or  the  having  transgressed  any  resolves,  rules,  or  regulations, 
of  the  Continental  or  Provincial  Congress,  or  either  of 
them. 

We  request  you  to  put  those  pei-sons  on  their  trials,  and 
if  they,  or  either  of  them,  should  be  found  to  have  trans- 
gressed in  any  manner,  we  doubt  not  you  will  do  strict  and 
impartial  justice,  and  make  report  to  this  Congress  of  your 
proceedings  in  the  premises. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Richmond  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  engrossed,  and  transmitted. 


A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  at  Albany,  dated  Fe- 
bruary 15,  1776,  on  the  subject  of  the  Canada  Regiment 
to  be  raised,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit  : 

"Albany,  February  15,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your 
favour  of  the  31st  ultimo,  which  was  delivered  me  on  the 
12di  by  Messrs.  Jadwin  8f  Giles,  together  with  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  which  I  have  given  them 
a  receipt. 

"  If  I  do  not  misapprehend  the  resoludon  of  Congress 
for  levying  troops  for  the  Canada  service,  the  raising  of 
Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment  is  recommended  to  you, 
as  well  as  the  providing  them  with  the  necessaries  to  enable 
them  to  take  the  field.  I  have  neither  arms,  blankets,  or 
clothing.     These  ought  to  be  immediately  procured. 

"  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  this  County,  which  sits  to-day.  By  that  you 
will  see  what  I  propose  to  do.  The  nomination  of  such 
ofiicers  as  may  be  wanted,  I  must  leave  to  that  body,  which, 
as  it  is  composed  of  gentlemen  fix)m  every  part  of  the  Coun- 
ty, is  more  able  to  judge  of  those  who  are  hkely  to  raise 
the  men  than  I  can  be. 

"  My  nephew,  Peter  Schuyler,  a  young  gendeman  of 
about  thirty  years  of  age,  wishes  to  be  employed  in  some 
of  the  regiments  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  as  a  Field- 
Officer.  I  should  be  happy,  provided  he  can  be  recom- 
mended, without  injuring  others  that  may  have  a  better 
claim,  or  giving  umbrage. 

"  I  am,  gendemen,  with  much  respect  and  esteem,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"Philip  Schuyler. 
"To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York." 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  on  the  same 
subject  to  the  Committee  of  .4Z6any,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"Albany,  February  14,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  On  the  12tli  instant  I  was  honoured  with 
a  letter  fixjm  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  dated 
the  31st  ultimo;  extracts  of  which  I  enclose  you,  together 
with  copies  of  sundry  resolutions  of  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

"  You  will  perceive  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  that 
the  raising  of  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  regiment  was  a  ser- 
vice intended  for  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety.  But  since  they  have  sent  me  the  money,  and  that 
the  delay  which  must  necessarily  be  occasioned  by  refusing 
my  intervention,  may  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  service  at 
this  advanced  season,  I  will  readily,  with  your  assistance, 
undertake  the  business,  provided  you  judge  it  practicable  to 
complete  the  regiment  in  this  quarter.  If  not,  I  would 
only  issue  warrants  to  such  officers  as  served  in  that  corps 
last  campaign,  and  are  willing  to  re-engage,  which,  together 
with  such  other  officers  (of  which  I  enclose  a  list)  to  whom 
warrants  were  issued  for  raising  troops,  without  designing 
them  particularly  for  any  regiment,  (and  three  of  which  have 
already  inlisted  near  three  companies,)  will,  I  apprehend, 
nearly  complete  the  number  of  officers ;  a  list  of  which  I 
would  transmit  to  the  Colony  Congress,  that  they  may  be 
sufficiently  informed  to  appoint  the  remainder. 

"  Colonel  Van  Schaick  has  my  orders  to  inform  himself 
which  of  his  officers  on  this  side  of  Canada  will  re-engage. 
Those  in  Canada  will  be  provided  for  there. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  „  p^^^^^  Schuyler. 

"  To  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany." 

A  Letter  fi-om  Colonel  Curtenius  was  read  and  filed,  and 

is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"February  21,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Halsted,  Quartermaster  of  the  Jer 
sey  Regiment,  has  applied  to  me  for  three  hundred  and  forty- 
four  wooden  bowls,  twelve  pair  of  sheets  for  the  Hospital, 
and  three  hundred  and  forty-four  wooden  spoons ;  also,  a 
few  old  blankets  for  the  sick.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a 
written  order  to  deliver  diem. 

"  I  am,  gendemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"P.  T.  Curtenius. 

"To  the  Provincial  Congress,  New-York." 
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Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curfcnius  deliver  to 
the  Quartermaster  of  the  Jersey  Reghnent  twenty-four 
Bowls,  twenty-four  wooden  Spoons,  twelve  pair  of  Sheets, 
and  a  few  old  Blankets,  for  the  sole  and  only  use  of  the 
sick  in  the  Hospital ;  and  tliat  he  take  a  receipt  for  the 
same  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr. 
Sands,  and  Captain  Denning,  be  a  Committee  to  examine 
and  state  all  the  accounts,  disbursements,  and  payments 
made  by  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress ;  that  they  make 
particular  distinction  between  Continental  and  Pi-ovincial 
charges ;  that  they  be  authorized  to  call  to  their  assist- 
ance Mr.  Gerard  Bancker  and  Colonel  Curtenius  when 
necessary,  and  to  employ  at  the  expense  of  this  Con- 
gress, one  or  more  such  Clerks  as  they  shall  think  neces- 
sary ;  and  tliat  they  report  their  proceedings  with  all  possi- 
ble despatch. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ecert  Bancker  be  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, in  the  stead  of  Mr.  John  Ray. 

Mr.  Zachariah  Sickles  having  a  parcel  of  Bags  at  Nut- 
ten-bland,  it  is  suggested  that  he  cannot  go  there  for  them 
without  a  pass  from  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Zachariah  Sickles  be  pennitted  to 
go  over  to  Nutten-Island  in  any  boat  that  he  may  think 
proper. 

Colonel  Palmer  attending  as  a  Member  from  Ulster, 
whereby  that  County  will  have  a  quoram  without  Mr.  J)e- 
witt, 

Ordered,  That  he  have  leave  of  absence. 

A  Return  signed  by  Thomas  Thomas  and  William  Mil- 
kr,  of  Westchester  County,  was  read  and  filed.  They 
thereby  certify,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Troop  of  West- 
chester County,  held  at  the  house  of  Wilsey  Dusenbury,  in 
Harrison  Precinct,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected 
officers,  to  wit :  Samuel  Tredwell,  Captain  ;  Thaddeus 
Avery,  Lieutenant,  chosen  unanimously ;  and  that  Abra- 
ham Hatfield  was  chosen  Cornet,  and  UytendaU  Allaire 
Quartermaster,  each  chosen  by  a  majority. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen. 

A  Return  signed  by  Abraham  P.  Lott  and  Peter  T. 
Curtenius,  two  of  the  Committee  of  the  City  and  County 
oi  Neiv-York,  dated  the  1st  of  February,  1776,  of  three 
officers  being  duly  elected  for  a  Company  in  Beat  No.  —  , 
in  the  City  of  New-York,  to  wit:  Isaac  Johnson,  First 
Lieutenant ;  John  Liyner,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  George 
Quedon,  Ensign : 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen. 

And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

A  Return  of  Officers  of  a  Company  of  Minute-men  at 
Saratoga,  in  the  County  of  Albany,  signed  by  Ebenczer 
Marvin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  dated  the  12th 
instant,  was  read  and  filed.  They  thereby  return  the  fol- 
lowing persons  for  officers  of  the  said  Company,  viz  :  Alex- 
ander Baldwin,  Captain  ;  Samuel  Bacon,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Walter  Hewitt,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  Ellas  Palmer, 
Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen. 

Colonel  McDovgaWs  motion  of  yesterday,  for  the  emis- 
sion of  the  further  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand  Pounds,  Pro- 
vincial currency,  for  the  exigencies  of  this  Colony,  and  to 
be  sunk  at  different  periods,  and  which,  by  consent,  without 
being  entered,  was  postponed  to  this  day,  was  resumed. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Gilbert 
lAvingston,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  and 
Colonel  Lott,  be  a  Committee  to  report  a  plan  for  the  emis- 
sion of  fifty-five  thousand  Pounds. 

Die  Jovig,  A.  M.,  February  82,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Beek- 
man, Mr.  Smith,  Captain  Rutgers,  Major  Stoutenburgh, 
Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 
Mr.  Sands. 

For  Albany. — Colonel  NicoU,  Mr.  Gansevoort,Mv.  Abra- 
ham Yates,  General  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr. 
Hobart,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu. 


For  Oranof.. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Herring. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Hewitt,  Mr.  RJiea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colo- 
nel Palmer. 

For  Dutchess. — Major  Livingston,  Mr.  Gilbert  Living' 
ston,  Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Schenck. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Thomas,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr. 
Paulding. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Covcnhoven,  Mr.  Van  Brunt. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Williams. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  recommending  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  Field-Officers  for  the  four  Battalions  to  be  raised 

in  this  Colony,  being  read,  the  same  was  postponed  till  the 

afternoon. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  the 

Continental  Congress,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 

the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  32,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yours  of  the  11th  instant,  covering  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress relative  to  the  inhabitants  of  Richmond  County  ;  and 
notifying  us  of  your  having  obtained  a  warrant  in  our  favour, 
on  the  Continental  Treasurer,  for  twelve  thousand  dollars, 
which  will  in  some  measure  enable  us  to  raise  the  four  bat- 
talions intended  for  the  immediate  protection  and  defence 
of  this  Colony. 

It  is  agreeable  to  us  that  you  deduct,  out  of  the  money 
made  payable  by  that  warrant,  what  may  be  due  to  you  as 
Delegates,  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  this  Congress  ;  and 
we  beg  you  to  transmit  the  residue,  with  a  state  of  your  re- 
spective accounts  and  receipts,  to  our  Treasurer,  as  his 
voucher. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  esteem,  your  most  obedient 
servants. 

By  order. 

To  the  New-  York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

John  Hastier,  Mate  of  the  Ship  SaUy,  whereof  Captain 
Bagley  was  late  Master,  has  requested  permission  to  go  on 
board  of  the  said  Ship  Sally,  to  obtain  his  Clothing,  Bed- 
ding, and  other  necessaries  from  on  board,  as  she  is  to  pro- 
ceed to  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Hastier  be  permitted  to  go 
on  board  of  the  Ship  Sally,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

A  Memorial  of  Captain  Daniel  Griffin,  Captain  John 
Johnson,  and  thirteen  other  Officers,  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  To  the  Honotirable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of 

New-York,  now  sitting  in  this  City. 
"  The  Memorial  of  several  of  the  Officers  in  the  service  of 

the  United  Colonies,  by  appointment  of  this  Colony,  for 

the  duty  of  the  year  1775,  in  the  Northern  Army,  show- 

eth: 

"  That  your  Memorialists  having  been  called  upon  early 
in  the  present  contest,  have  willingly  obeyed  the  summons, 
cheerfully  entered  upon  any  command  or  duty  assigned 
them,  in  full  expectation  of  being  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  other  Continental  Troops  raised  for  the  general  defence  ; 
and  whereas,  by  good  authority,  we  are  informed  that  the 
allowance  given  the  Eastern  Army  for  officere'  subsistence, 
is  much  more  than  that  received  by  your  Memorialists  ;  they 
humbly  request  that  the  Commissaries  may  be  ordered  to  pay 
us  the  difference  of  rations,  having  some  of  us  received  but 
one  ration,  and  others  no  provisions  since  we  entered  the 
service ;  whereas  the  Captains  in  the  Eastern  Army  have, 
from  the  1st  of  July  last,  received  three,  and  the  subalterns 
two  ;  whereby  discontents  are  arising,  to  the  prejudice  of  that 
service  where  harmony  is  essential  for  executing  the  purpose 
intended. 

"  That  your  Memorialists  being  infonned  an  additional 
number  of  troops  are  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  for  the 
Continental  service,  beg  leave  to  remind  this  honourable 
House  of  the  services  rendered  the  publick  by  them,  and 
other  officers  in  the  late  year,  hoping  tliat  the  appointments 
may  be  such  as  will  not  supersede  any  officer  who  served 
with  approbation  and  merit  the  late  campaign,  not  doubting 
but  this  House  will  pay  a  proper  attention  in  the  same.    We 
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mean  not  to  dictate ;  but,  from  a  tender  concern  for  the  cha- 
racter and  honour  of  our  absent  brethren,  we  are  constrained 
to  offer  our  sentiments  thereon,  lest,  for  want  of  informa- 
tion, an  unintended  wound  may  be  given  to  tliat  dehcacy 
which  inspires  the  breasts  of  soldiers,  and,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, urges  them  to  noble  deeds,  and  carries  them  through 
tlie  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the  field  ;  and  we  must  add,  that 
a  soldier  without  a  due  sense  of  honour,  will  not  only  be 
very  unhappy  in  the  corps  he  may  serve  in,  but  surely  cannot 
be  entrusted  with  the  defence  of  the  honour  or  interests  of 
the  publick. 

"  Your  Memorialists,  relying  on  the  candour  of  this  House, 
beg  leave  to  sign  in  behalf  of  our  absent  brethren  ;  praying, 
as  our  duty  is,  for  the  preservation  of  our  invaluable  rights 
and  privileges,  and  for  those  who  have  direction  of  publick 
business  for  that  end. 

"  Daniel  Griffin,  Jacobus  Wtn koop, 

"  John  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Woodward, 

"  John  Hulbert,  Benjamin  Ledyard, 

"  John  Grenell,  Elias  Hasbrouck, 

"  Andrew  Billings,        Jacobus  Rosekrans, 

Captains. 
"  Benjamin  Marvin,       James  M.  Hughes. 
"  William  Browne,        Abraham  Riker, 
"Thomas  Lefoy,  Lieutenants. 

"New-York,  February  21,  1776." 

The  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  the  first  part  of  the 
Memorial  would  be  a  proper  subject  of  application  to  Major- 
General  Schuyler  and  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  but  not  to 
this  Congress ;  and  that  the  latter  part  of  the  Memorial  is 
already  answered  by  a  Resolve  of  this  Congress  of  the  15th 
instant. 

Anthony  Post,  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Artificers,  de- 
livered an  estimate  of  the  Tools  necessary  for  each  Car- 
penter in  his  Company;  and  alleges  that  it  will  save  publick 
money  to  direct  the  Carpenters  to  furnish  their  own  Tools, 
and  to  increase  their  Wages  from  ten  to  thirteen  Dollars  per 
month : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Rhea,  and  Mr.  Palmer, 
or  any  two  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of,  and  re- 
port thereon,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Letter  fiom  John  Hancock,  dated  Philadelphia,  20th 
of  February,  1776 ;  also,  Resolutions  of  the  Continental 
Congress  of  February  15th  and  17th,  1776,  were  received 
and  read,  and  are  as  follow : 

"  Philadelphia,  February  20,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  several 
resolutions  of  Congress,  by  which  you  will  perceive  their 
detennination  as  to  the  works  on  Martelaer's  Rock,  that  no 
addition  be  made,  but  that  those  already  effected  there  be 
supported  and  garrisoned.  You  will  please  to  order  the 
execution  of  the  works  recommended  by  Congress  in  the 
enclosed  resolves,  to  which  beg  leave  to  refer  you. 

"  The  Congress  have  directed  General  Lee  to  repair  to 
Canada,  to  conduct  the  military  operations  in  that  quarter; 
and  as  battering-cannon  are  much  wanted  there,  they  have 
ordered  him  to  request  you  to  supply  him  with  some  suit- 
able pieces  and  mortars,  if  possible,  with  shells,  balls,  Sic. 
I  make  no  doubt  but  your  zeal  will  readily  lead  you  to 
afford  the  General  your  aid  in  these  instances,  and  also  in 
assisting  to  forward  every  necessary  with  all  despatch.  I 
must  refer  you  to  the  resolutions,  and  have  only  time  to  re- 
quest your  particular  attention  to  them. 

"  I  am,  with  esteem,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 

^^"''  "John  Hancock,  Prc«flfen<. 

"To  the  Honourable  Convention,  New-York. 

"  P.  S.  General  Schuyler  is  to  repair  to  New-York,  and 
take  the  command ;  I  shall  send  the  commission  by  next 
opportunity." 

The  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  15th 
instant,  were  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"In  Congress,  February  1^,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  no  fiirther  Works  be  erected  on  Marte- 
laer's Rock,  but,  that  those  already  erected  there,  be  sup- 
ported and  garrisoned. 

"  That  a  Fascine  Battery,  to  mount  heavy  Cannon,  not 
exceeding  eighteen  in  number,  to  be  thrown  up  on  the  Gra- 


vel Hill,  eastward  of  Martelaer's  Rock,  marked  in  the  draft 
LL,  so  as  to  command  the  West  Point,  the  reach  down  the 
River  from  the  West  Point,  and  part  of  the  reach  up  the 
River;  and  that  a  convenient  road  be  opened  from  this 
Battery  to  the  Barracks  on  Martelaer's  Rock. 

"  That  a  Redoubt  of  Earth  and  Fascines  be  built  on  the 
eminence  on  the  east  side  of  the  River,  opjxjsite  to  the 
West  Point  marked  in  the  draft  A,  to  mount  thirty  Guns. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  New-  York,  to  forward  the  Battery  at  Poop- 
lopen's  Kill ;  and  that  the  said  Battery  be  made  of  earth 
and  fascines,  and  to  mount  a  number  of  Guns,  not  exceed- 
ing forty. 

"  That  such  of  the  Continental  Troops  as  are  or  may  be 
stationed  at  the  aforesaid  places,  be  employed  in  erecting 
these  Works  and  Batteries,  under  the  direction  of  the  En- 
gineer." 

"February  17,  1776. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  New-York,  to  supply  General  Lee  with 
a  quantity  of  suitable  Cannon,  not  exceeding  twelve,  and 
one  or  more  Mortars,  if  to  be  had,  with  Balls,  Shells,  and 
other  necessaries,  for  the  siege  or  assault  of  Quebeck ;  and 
that  they  assist  him  in  forwarding  the  same  with  all  possi- 
sible  expedition. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  of  Neu)- 
York,  that  such  of  the  Officers  who  served  faithfully  in 
Canada  the  last  campaign,  as  are  willing  to  continue  there, 
be  preferred,  in  the  new  levies  of  the  Colony  o{  New-York, 
to  others. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  Dollars 
be  advanced  to  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Neto-  York,  for  the  support  of  the  Troops  employed  in  the 
defence  of  that  Colony,  the  said  Convention  or  Committee 
of  Safety  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof;  and 
that  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers  for  the  above  sum, 
in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  that  Colony,  who  are  directed 
to  forward  the  same. 

"  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  New-  York,  to  contract  with  proper  persons 
for  supplying  the  said  Troops  with  the  Rations  allowed  by 
Congress,  and  with  Fuel  and  other  necessaries,  on  the  most 
reasonable  terms  in  their  power. 

" Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

Resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of  the  15th  of  Fc- 
bruary,  instant,  was  also  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
or  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- York,  to  prosecute  the  dis- 
covery of  the  Lead-Mines  at  New- Canaan ;  and  that  a  copy 
of  a  Report  of  Joseph  Hopkins  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
Connecticut,  respecting  this  Mine,  be  sent  to  tliem. 

"  Extract  fix)m  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

Ordered  to  be  transmitted : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

The  copy  of  the  Report  of  Joseph  Hopkins,  referred  to 
in  the  above  Resolve,  and  enclosed  by  President  Hancock, 
is  as  follows  : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  General  Assembly  convened  at 
New-Haven,  on  the  I4th  December,  1775  : 

"Whereas  Captain  Samuel  Forbes  and  the  subscriber 
were  appointed  by  your  Honours,  at  your  session  in  Octo- 
ber last,  a  Committee  to  examine  and  explore  a  Lead-Mine 
at  New- Canaan,  in  the  Province  of  New-York,  and  to  re- 
port, &tc. 

"  I,  the  said  subscriber,  ask  leave  to  report :  That  on  the 
7th  o(  November  last,  on  my  journey  to  said  New- Canaan, 
I  expected  said  Captain  Fories  to  join  me  :  but  he  being  ill, 
and  unable  to  assist  in  said  business,  advised  me  to  proceed ; 
with  which  advice  I  complied,  and  repaired  to  New-Canaan, 
where  I  found  the  said  Mine,  the  vein  of  ore  in  which  ap- 
pears to  be  about  fifty  or  sixty  rods  in  length,  lying  north 
and  south,  in  a  ledge  of  rocks  or  lime-stone,  mixed  with 
white  flint ;  at  the  south  end  of  which  the  ground  falls  about 
twenty-six  feet,  below  which  the  water  can  be  drawn  off  by 
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a  level ;  which  vein  I  foimd  had  been  opened  about  one  rod 
in  length  and  three  or  four  feet  deep ;  where  I  employed  a 
skilfulminer  to  blast  the  rock,  but  found  no  continued  ad- 
herent vein,  but  found  tlie  ore  in  bodies  in  different  shapes, 
about  three  or  four  inches  in  diameter,  lying  about  three  or  four 
feet  distant.  The  said  miner  also  opened  the  vein  in  several 
places  where  it  had  not  before  been  tried ;  and  it  appeared 
to  be  in  the  same  manner.  I  also  smelted  eight  ounces  of 
said  ore,  and  found,  when  it  was  well  refined,  it  weighed 
five  ounces,  and  was  very  malleable  and  good.  All  which 
is  submitted  by  your  Honours'  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 

*''«^«"'^''  "Joseph  Hopkins. 

"  N.  B.  The  Mine  aforesaid  lies  in  a  tract  of  land  called 
tlie  King's  District,  where  the  fee  has  never  been  granted  or 
patented  to  any  person,  and  the  inhabitants  claim  to  hold  by 
possession  only;  and  I  employed  the  miner  aforementioned, 
with  others,  to  labour  in  said  Mine  seven  days  ;  about  half  of 
whicii  time  was  spent  in  opening  the  vein,  and  by  the  other 
half  of  the  labour  was  raised  one  hundred  weight  of  the 
ore.     Yours,  as  above, 


"A  true  copy : 


Joseph  Hopkins. 
Charles  Thomson." 


Tlie  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  said  Resolves 
of  Congress  of  the  15th  instant;  and  Colonel  McDougaU 
informed  the  Congress  that  Major-General  Lee,  in  pureuance 
of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  for  supplying  large  Ordnance 
for  the  service  in  Canada,  requests  the  following  Ordnance, 
to  wit :  Two  24-pounders,  six  1 8-poundei-s,  four  32-pounders ; 
and  that  these  Cannon  may  be  forwarded  to  Canada  with  all 
possible  expedition : 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  ^icoll.  Colonel  Palmer,  and  Mr. 
G.  Livingston,  be  a  Committee  to  forward  those  Cannon, 
in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  most  expeditious ;  that 
the  said  Committee,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  proceed  with 
tliose  Cannon,  be  recommended,  and  are  hereby  recom- 
mended to  the  assistance  of  every  Committee  in  this  Colo- 
ny for  any  assistance  they  may  want ;  and  the  several  Com- 
mittees within  this  Colony  are  hereby  requested  and  directed 
to  furnish  to  those  gentlemen,  or  either  of  them,  who  may 
proceed  with  those  Cannon,  Teams  of  Horses  and  Oxen, 
Carts,  Wheels,  and  Carriages,  and  every  other  aid  they 
may  require. 

And  the  better  to  enable  the  gentlemen  named  above  as 
a  Committee  to  carry  the  matters  above-mentioned  into  exe- 
cution : 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  ad- 
vance to  Colonel  Francis  Nicoll  and  Colonel  Thomas  Pal- 
■mer  the  sum  of  six  hundred  Pounds,  on  account,  for  that 
service. 

And  on  reading  that  part  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  of  the  15th  instant,  respecting  the  Forti- 
fications built,  and  to  be  built  in  the  Highlands : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Thomas  Palmer,  Esq.,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  appobted  an  additional  Commissioner  to 
superintend  the  building  of  the  said  Fortifications  ;  that  he 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  said  Resolutions,  and  apply 
to  General  Lee  for  an  Engineer  to  assist  in  that  business ; 
and  that  he  immediately  repair  with  the  said  Engineer  to 
tlie  Highlands.  And  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the 
Coilimittee  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  carry  the  Re- 
solutions of  the  Continental  Congress  into  immediate  exe- 
cution. 

The  President,  from  the  chair,  enjoined  secrecy  on  all  the 
Members  upon  their  honour,  not  to  mention  the  sending  any 
Cannon  or  Stores  to  the  Northward. 

On  reading  the  Resolutions  for  making  Contracts  for  sup- 

f lying  the  Troops  with  the  Rations  allowed  by  Congress,  and 
uel,  and  other  necessaries,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms : 
Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lott  and  Major  Stoutenhirgh 
be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Colonel  McDougaU  informed  the  Congress  that  Major- 
General  Lee  had  found  it  necessary  to  retain  a  number  of 
Cartnien  by  the  day,  to  attend  every  morning,  and  go  to 
work  in  one  or  more  companies,  as  they  should  be  directed  ; 
aiid  that  they  were  retained  at  ten  Shillings  per  day  for 
ea.ch  Cartman,with  his  Horse  and  Cart,  the  Cartmen  main- 
taining themselves  and  their  Horses ;  whereby  a  considerable 
expense  in  cartage  will  be  saved.     That  General  Lee  con- 


ceives it  would  tend  to  forward  business  with  much  more 
despatch,  and  to  have  more  labour  done  in  a  given  time,  if 
an  industrious,  watchful,  and  active  Overseer  or  Wagon- 
master  was  appointed  to  call  the  roll  of  those  Cartmen  at 
proper  hours,  to  see  that  they  attend  in  due  season,  work 
faithfully,  and  cart  proper  loads ;  and  that  General  Lee  re- 
quests that  a  proper  person  may  be  appointed  to  that  office 
by  this  Congress. 

And  Mr.  John  Targer  being  thought  a  proper  person  for 
this  business : 

Agreed  and  Ordered,  That  he  be  appointed,  and  he  is 
liereby  appointed,  Overseer  and  Wagonmaster,  for  the  pur- 
poses above-mentioned,  of  all  such  Cartmen  as  are  or  shall 
be  so  employed  by  Major-General  Lee,  or  the  commanding 
Officer  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  City  for  the  time 
being ;  and  that  such  Cartmen  be  under  his  direction ;  and 
that  Mr.  Targer  return  the  names  and  conduct  of  any  such 
as  do  not  work  faithfully  and  do  their  duty. 

And  Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Targer  shall  have  a  Lieu- 
tenant's pay  while  continued  in  this  service. 

P.  M.  Die  Jovis,  February  22,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Major  Stoutenhurgh,  Mr.   Smith,  Mr. 

Bancker,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr. 

Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeclc,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Co- 
lonel Nicoll,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  WicTc- 

ham,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  Mr.  Hobart. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Rhea,  Colonel  Palmer, 

Mr.  Lefever. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Herring. 
For  Dutchess. — Major  Livingston,  Colonel  Ten  Broeck, 

Mr.  G.  Livingston. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Van  Brunt. 
For  Westchester. — Major   Lockwood,   Mr.   Paulding, 

Mr.  Thomas. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Williams. 

A  Return  made  by  Colonel  Samuel  Drake  and  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Leuds  Graham,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Home's  Hook,  February  22,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Mr.  Storm,  who  was  appointed  First  Major  in  our 
Regiment,  has  resigned,  and  we  beg  leave  to  recommend 
Mr.  Samuel  Lyon,  who  is  now  Second  Major,  to  be  First 
Major ;  and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Slason,  the  Captain  of  the  First 
Company,  to  be  Second  Major. 

"  If  the  Congress  should  think  proper  to  grant  the  commis- 
sions, we  beg  they  may  be  issued  as  speedily  as  is  convenient. 

"  We  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants, 
"  Samuel  Drake,  Colonel. 
"  Lewis  Graham,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 

"  To  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  New-  York." 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  issue  for  Samuel  Lyon,  Esq., 
as  First  Major,  and  Ebenezer  Slason  as  Second  Major,  in 
Colonel  Samuel  Drake's  Regiment. 

Messrs.  Prince  and  Ray,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
this  morning  to  report  on  the  Proposal  of  Anthony  Post, 
Captain  of  a  Company  of  Artificers,  delivered  in  their  Re- 
port ;  which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  the 
Proposal  made  by  the  Captain  of  Artificers,  with  respect  to 
the  furnishing  the  Company  with  Tools,  report,  that  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  list  of  Tools  exhibited  by  Mr.  Post 
is  sufficient  for  two  men  at  least ;  that  it  is  there  opinion 
that  it  will  be  a  saving  to  the  publick  to  allow  the  sum  of 
ten  shillings  per  month  for  the  use  of  their  own  Tools. 

Samuel  Prince, 
Matthew  Rhea. 

The  Congress  agrees  with  their  Committee  in  their  said 
Report. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  stand  confirmed. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  again  read,  the  Congress 
proceeded  thereon.    After  some  time  spent,  and  some  pro- 
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gress  therein,  General  Ten  Broeck  moved,  and  was  se- 
conded, that  as  this  Congress  is  not  properly  informed  what 
promotions  have  taken  place  in  Canada,  without  which  we 
may  greatly  err  and  do  injustice  to,  or  neglect  gentlemen  of 
character  and  merit  who  have  served  during  the  last  cam- 
paign, that  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
for  the  present,  and  that  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  Delegates 
of  this  Colony  at  Continental  Congress,  and  another  Letter 
to  General  Schuyler,  requesting  to  know  what  gentlemen 
are  j)rovided  for. 

Thereupon,  a  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Colony  at  the  Continental  Congress  was  read  and  approved, 
and  is  in  the  words  foUowuig,  to  wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  32,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  This  Congress,  earnestly  solicitous  to  do 
the  strictest  justice  to  those  worthy  gentlemen  who  so  rea- 
dily turned  out  in  the  service  of  their  country  the  last  cam- 
paign, and  being  entirely  uncertain  what  promotions  have 
been  made  by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  any  acting  under 
their  orders,  among  the  officers  who  served  in  the  troops 
raised  by  this  Colony,  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  the 
rank-roll  of  our  four  regiments,  requesting  that  you,  by  the 
first  post,  will  inform  us  what  promotions  have  been  made, 
that  we  may  be  in  a  capacity  to  nominate  to  the  Congress 
two  gentlemen  for  each  Field-Officer  of  the  four  battalions 
ordered  to  be  raised  by  this  Colony.  You  will  easily  per- 
ceive that,  unless  we  are  furnished  with  such  account,  we 
may  neglect  some  gentlemen  whose  services  may  be  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  their  country. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  very 
humble  servants.     By  order. 
To  the  New-  York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler  was  read 
and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congpress,  New-York,  February  22,  1776. 

Sir:  We  are  ordered  by  the  Continental  Congress  to 
provide  for  the  officers  who  served  in  Canada  the  last  cam- 
paign ;  and  understanding  that  some  of  those  officers  have 
been  provided  for  by  that  honourable  body,  we  should  take 
it  as  a  favour  that  you  would  inform  us  who  those  persons 
are,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  make  a  proper  arrangement 
of  the  officei-s  to  command  the  regiments  we  are  to  raise. 

We  are  sorry  to  inform  you,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of 
the  loth  instant,  that  we  are  unable  to  supply  Colonel  Van 
Schaick's  Regiment  with  any  arms,  blankets,  or  clothing, 
having  by  no  means  a  sufficiency  for  the  equipment  of  those 
troops  we  are  to  raise.  We  highly  approve  of  your  appli- 
cation to  the  Committee  of  Albany  for  the  nomination  of 
officers  for  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment ;  at  the  same 
time  shall  give  you  every  assistance  in  our  power.  We  con- 
eluded  that  there  was  a  large  number  of  arms  lodged  at  Al- 
bany, as  but  few  of  our  soldiei-s  have  brought  back  their 
arms,  many  of  which  belonged  to  this  city ;  and  we  expect- 
ed to  have  them  to  put  into  the  hands  of  the  troops  to  be 
raised  in  this  Colony,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  what  is 
become  of  those  arms. 

As  soon  as  we  can  procure  the  necessary  information  of 
the  officers  provided  for  in  Canada,  we  shall  nominate  the 
Field-Officers  for  the  regiments  we  raise,  when  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  young  gentleman  you  mention  will  be  taken 
under  consideration. 

We  are,  sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  very  hum- 
ble servants.     By  order. 
To  Major-General  Schuyler. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  those  Letters,  respectively,  be 
engrossed,  and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  Return  of  the  Officers  of  Captain  Smith's  Company, 
in  Colonel  Van  Ness's  Regiment,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  These  are  to  certify  that  the  following  persons  were 
duly  elected  officers  in  a  Minute  Company  in  Charlotte  Pre- 
cinct, Dutchess  County,  in  Colonel  Van  Ness's  Regiment, 
viz  :  Melancton  Smith,  Captain  ;  Isaac  Bloom,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  William  Mead,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  William 
Tremper,  Ensign. 

«  J^^coBus  SWARTWOUT,  ^  Committee- 
"Peter  Iappen,  >       ^^^ 

"Reuben  Hopkins,       ) 
"Februaiysa,  1776." 


Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  Melancton  Smith, 
as  Cajitain  ;  Isaac  Bloom,  First  Lieutenant ;  William  Mead, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  and  William  Tremper,  Ensign. 

The  Barrackmaster  of  this  City,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  admitted.  He  informed  the  Congress  that  he  has  not 
any  covers  for  Straw  Beds,  having  delivered  out  Straw 
Beds  to  all  Troops  indiscriminately,  as  they  have  arrived. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenim,  as  Commissary  of  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  purchase  inmiediately 
as  much  Crocus,  or  any  other  coarse  Ciotli  fit  for  covering 
Straw  Beds,  as  will  make  five  hundred  Beds ;  and  that  he 
have  the  same  made,  or  deliver  the  Cloth  to  the  Barrack- 
master,  to  have  them  made ;  and  that  the  Barrackmaster 
deliver  out  those  Beds  to  the  Troops  of  this  Colony  only. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Barrackmaster  take  receipts  for 
those  Beds,  and  all  other  Barrack  stores  delivered  out  by 
him ;  and  that  he  bring  in  to  this  Congress  an  account  of 
all  the  Barrack  stores  or  utensils  which  he  has  purchased, 
and  of  all  stores  which  he  has  delivered  out. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  New-York,  February  22,  1 776. 

"  Sir  :  As  the  carpenters  must  be  constantly  employed 
in  various  works  for  the  publick  service,  I  take  the  liberty 
to  desire  the  Congress  will  furnish,  or  order  to  be  furnished, 
about  three  thousand  feet  of  boards,  to  construct  a  shed, 
which  may  enable  them  to  work  in  all  kinds  of  weather. 
A  considerable  quantity  of  oak  timber  is  likewise  requisite 
for  platforms  and  other  works, — five  hundred  loads  will  not 
be  an  over  quantity.  The  regiments  here  from  Connecticut 
can  turn  out  many  carpenters,  who  consent  to  work  upon 
much  more  reasonable  terms  tlian  the  artificers  of  the  city. 
It  would,  I  imagine,  be  worth  while  to  provide,  if  possible, 
a  sufficient  number  of  tools.  When  the  present  work  is 
done,  these  tools  cannot  be  considered  as  an  idle  purchase ; 
they  will  always  be  useful. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"Charles  Lee. 

"  To  Colonel  Woodhull,  President  of  the  Congress." 

Ordered,  That  General  Lee  be  informed  that  he  may  di- 
rect his  Engineer  to  furnish  a  bill  of  Scantling,  of  the  Boards 
and  Timber  mentioned  in  his  said  Letter,  and  that  this  Con- 
gress will  direct  the  same  to  be  procured;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  War  wait  on  General  Lee,  and  confer  with 
him  on  the  other  part  of  his  Letter,  and  report  tliereon  to 
this  Congress  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hobart  informed  the  Congress  that  there  are  several 
Soldiei-s,  of  the  different  corps,  now  here,  who  ought  to  be 
put  into  an  Hospital. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Treat  be  requested  to  take  the  trouble 
to  procure  some  proper  place  in  the  suburbs  for  their  recep- 
tion, and  inform  this  Congress,  or  some  of  the  Members 
thereof. 

Colonel  Humphreys  informed  the  Congress  that  the  Mi- 
nute-men of  his  Regiment  in  particular,  and  the  greater 
part  of  those  of  the  other  Dutchess  and  Westchester  Regi- 
ments, inlisted  in  full  confidence  that  their  pay  would  be 
fifty-three  shillings  and  four  pence  per  month — ^the  Conti- 
nental pay  of  last  year ;  that  though  many  of  them  were 
lately  inlisted,  yet  they  knew  not  of  the  change  of  the  Con- 
tinental pay  at  the  time  of  their  inlistment ;  that  they  have, 
since  the  publication  of  the  present  Continental  establish- 
ment, been  very  uneasy ;  and  that  if  their  pay  is  reduced 
to  forty  shillings  per  month,  many  of  them  will  return  from 
the  service. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Smith  draw  a  Letter  on  that  sub- 
ject, stating  their  case  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Congress, 
and  requesting  them  to  procure  the  pay  of  last  year's  esta- 
blishment for  those  Troops. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Samuel  Drake,  requesting  that  Dr. 
Benjamin  Miller  might  be  examined,  and,  if  found  property 
qualified,  be  appointed  Surgeon  to  his  Regiment,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Home's  Hook,  February  20,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Dr.  Benjamin  Miller,  at  my  request,  has  marched 
and  is  now  with  my  regiment  as  Surgeon.  He  has  already 
taken  care  of  some  that  are  sick.  Would  be  much  obliged 
to  the  honourable  Congress  to  have  him  examined  ;  and,  if 
/bund  properly  qualified,  appointed  Surgeon  of  my  regi- 
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ment.  As  Dr.  Miller  b  acquainted  with  a  considerable  part 
of  the  men  under  my  command,  I  suppose  he  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  the  soldiers  than  most  others. 
"  1  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"Saju'EL  Drake,  Colonel. 

"To  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  New-York." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Miller  be  examined  by 
Dr.  John  Jones  and  Dr.  TVeat,  and  obtain  from  them  such 
certificate  of  liLs  qualifications  as  Surfjeon  to  a  Regiment,  as 
tliose  gentlemen  may  on  such  examination  find  that  he  merits. 
Mr.  Robert  Bemon,  one  of  the  Secretaries,  informed  the 
Congress  tliat,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  he  had 
attended  the  removing  the  Records  from  the  Secretary's 
Office,  and  had  been  obliged  to  employ  ten  Cartmen  for 
that  purpose,  who  charged  him  four  Shillings  each  for  that 
service. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brngh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Mr.  Robert  Benson  forty 
Shillings,  to  pay  the  said  Cartmen, 

Die  Veneris,  A.  M.,  February  23,  1776. 

The  Congi-ess  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Loti,  Mr. 

iSanrfs,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr. 

Smith,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  A.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr. 

Yates,  Colonel  Nicoll. 
For  Suefolk. — General  fVoodhuU,  Mr.  Strong,  Mr.  Ho- 

hart,  Mr.  L'Hommedieu,  Captain  Wickham. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer. 
For  Westchester. — MslJot  Lockwood,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr. 

Paulding. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Livingston, 

Major  R.  G.  Livingston. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Van  Brunt. 
For  Tryon. — ^Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Williams. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Herring. 

William  Lowther,  Esq.,  informed  part  of  this  Congress 
that  he  has  been  informed  that  his  Sloop  and  Cargo,  in  cus- 
tody of  Captain  Parker,  will  probably  be  sent  to  Boston ; 
and  that  if  he  could  be  permitted  to  go  down  to  the  Phe- 
ni-x,  it  might  be  of  use  to  his  interest. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Wlliam  Lowther,  Esq.,  be  permitted  to 
go  on  board  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Phenix,  and  his  own  Ves- 
sel, now  under  the  command  of  Captain  Parker. 

To  Mr.  Elias  Nixen,  Port-Master. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Lispenard's  Servant  be  permitted  to 
go  on  board  of  the  Govemour's  Ship,  with  five  bags  of  Buck- 
wheat. 

To  Mr.  Elias  Nixen,  Port-Master. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Mcintosh,  Master  of  the  Schooner 
i&illy,  be  permitted  to  go  on  board  of  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Asia. 

To  Mr.  Elias  Nixen,  Port-Master. 

Ordered,  That  William  Kempe  have  permission  to  go  on 
board  of  Govemour  Tryon's  Ship,  to  Cortlandt  Skiiiner, 
Esq.,  with  a  Letter,  and  a  draft  of  a  Charter  for  Newark 
Academy. 

To  Mr.  Mias  Nixen,  Port-Master. 

Colonel  McDougall  recommended  Mr.  Alexander  Ha- 
milton for  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Artillery ;  Mr.  James 

Moore  for  Captain-Lieutenant ;  and Johnson  (who 

was  in  service  last  year,  and  who  was  lately  appointed  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety)  for  First  Lieutenant. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  appointment  of  those  Officers  be  taken 
into  consideration  to-morrow  morning. 

A  Certificate  of  the  election  of  the  Officers  of  a  Minute 
Company  in  Easthampton  was  read.  It  thereby  appeal's, 
and  is  certified,  that  Ezekiel  Mulford  was  chosen  Captain, 
John  Miller,  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  and  Nathaniel  Hand,  Second 
Lieutenant,  of  the  Company  of  Minute-men  in  Easthamp- 
ton, in  Suffolk  County,  in  the  Regiment  whereof  Josiah 
&iiith,  Esq.,  is  Colonel. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  tliose  gentlemen. 


And  they  were  immediately  issued  accordingly. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  Commissary 
of  this  Congress,  dated  yesterday,  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  die  words  following,  to  wit : 

"New- York,  February  22,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  an 
estimate  of  what  articles  are  wanting  to  complete  the  four 
battalions  which  are  now  raising  for  the  defence  of  this 
Province.  If  your  Honours  think  proper  to  employ  me  in 
the  purcliase  of  them,  should  esteem  it  a  favour  to  receive 
your  orders  early,  that  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  get 
them  made  in  time. 

"  I  have  let  the  Barrackmaster  have,  since  his  appoint- 
ment, five  hundred  and  seventy-four  pounds,  to  purchase 
wood  and  other  necessai-ies  ;  and  he  tells  me  he  will  want 
two  or  three  hundred  pounds  more  in  a  few  days.  Must  I 
let  him  have  it  before  he  renders  me  an  account?  Your 
ordere  how  I  must  act,  and  how  often  in  the  year  he  must 
render  an  account,  will  be  agreeable  to,  gentlemen,  your 

most  obedient  servant,  ,,  r»  rr   r> 

'  "  Feter  1 .  Curtenius. 

"  To  the  New-York  Provincial  Congress." 

As  short  Accounts  are  most  easily  examined,  and  prevent 
trouble, 

Ordered,  That  the  Barrackmaster  deliver  in  his  Accounts, 
that  they  may  be  settled  and  examined  before  more  money 
is  advanced ;  and  that  for  the  future  the  Barrackmaster  de- 
liver in  his  Accounts  weekly. 

The  Estimate  enclosed  in  the  Letter  of  Colonel  Curte- 
nius, of  sundries  wanted  for  four  Battalions,  to  be  raised  in 
the  Province  of  JVew-  York,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  War. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Military  Provincial 
Commissary,  wait  on  Colonel  Waterhury,  and  receive  from 
him  the  Arms  lately  taken  from  sundry  disaffected  pereons 
in  Westchester  County ;  that  Mr.  Norwood  have  all  those 
Anns  particularly  examined  and  described,  and  have  them 
appraised  by  two  persons  who  are  proper  judges  of  their 
value,  and  a  duplicate  of  such  appraisement  and  descrip- 
tion returned  to  this  Congress  with  all  convenient  speed. 

The  Congress  were  informed  that  Cornelius  Atherton  has 
a  part  of  the  Arms  he  contracted  for  with  Colonel  McDou- 
gall and  Mr.  Curtenius,  on  behalf  of  this  Congress,  ready  to 
be  proved,  and  that  he  cannot  prove  them  for  want  of  Gun- 
powder. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel deliver  or  cause  to 

be  delivered  to  Cornelius  Atherton,  or  for  his  use,  one  quar- 
ter-cask of  Gunpowder,  for  the  proving  of  the  said  Mus- 
kets ;  the  said  Cornelius  Atherton  to  discount  the  price  of 
said  Gunpowder  out  of  the  price  of  the  said  Arras. 

Ezra  L' Hommedieu,  Esq.,  having  occasion  for  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  and  seventy  Pounds,  to  apply  to  publick 
uses,  at  his  risk,  which  have  been  mentioned  to  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Uiis  Colony,  advance 
to  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and 
seventy  Pounds,  and  take  his  note  or  obligation,  payable 
within  six  weeks,  for  the  same. 

Die  Veneris,  6  ho.  P.  M.,  February  23,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Jun., 
Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  busines,)  General  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr. 
L'Hommedieu,  Mr.  Wickham,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Strong. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  business.) 

For  Westchester. — Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr. 
Paulding. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  G.  Livingston,  Major  R.  G.  Li- 
vingston, Colonel  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Kino's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Van  Brunt. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Williams. 

For  Cumberland. — Major  William  WiUiams. 
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A  Letter  from  William  Learij,  Town-Major,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  great  duty  and  sriiaiJ  means,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  tiie  words  following,  to  wit : 

"New-York,  February  23, 1776. 

"  Sir  :  As  I  have  a  long  time  acted  as  Town-Major,  I 
now  must  take  the  liberty,  and  beg  you  will  inform  the 
Congress,  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  support  myself  in 
that  character  without  some  compensation  for  it.  I  have 
quitted  all  business  for  the  office,  and  now  support  myself 
on  my  means,  which,  God  knows,  is  very  little.  I  must  beg 
you  will  excuse  this  freedom  which  I  have  taken  with  you.^ 

"  I  remain  a  well  wisher  to  the  present  cause ;  and  am 
your  very  humble  servant, 

"William  Leahy,  Totvn-Major. 
"To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress." 

As  the  Town-Major  is  an  officer  of  this  City,  and  the 
City  Members  are  absent  in  a  Committee,  fixing  on  proper 
persons  to  recommend  for  Officei-s  in  the  battalion  to  be 
raised  in  this  City, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  deferred  for 
the  present,  and  resumed  when  the  Members  for  JSlew-York 
are  present. 

A  Return  of  the  Officers  of  a  Company  of  Minute-men, 
in  Southampton,  in  Suffolk  County,  and  signed  by  Thomas 
Cooper  and  S.  Halsey,  the  Chairman,  and  another  member 
of  the  Committee,  was  read  and  filed.  They  return  that 
the  following  gentlemen  were  unanimously  chosen  in  their 
presence,  agreeably  to  the  Rules  of  Congress,  to  wit : 
Zephaniah  Rogers,  Captain ;  ]\athaniel  Jlowell,  Jun.,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Matthew  Sayer,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Another  Return  of  Officers  of  another  Company  of  Mi- 
nute-men, in  Southampton,  signed  by  Malthy  Gelston,  Chair- 
man, was  read  and  filed.  The  Officers  thereby  returned, 
are,  David  Pierson,  Captain ;  John  Foster,  Jun.,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Abraham  Rose,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Ed- 
ward Topping,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  the  above-named 
gentlemen. 

And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

— I 

Die  Sabbati  10  ho.  A.  M.,  February  24,  1776. 
Tlie  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodkdl,  President. 
For  New-York.— Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Smith,  Colonel  Mc- 
Dougall,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  E.  Bancker,  Mr.  Roose- 
velt, Captain  Rutgers,  Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Rutgers. 
For  Albajjy. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  AbrahamYates, 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll. 
For    Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,    Mr.    Hobart,    Mr. 

L'Hommedieu,  Mr.  Gelston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Clotves.  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Livingston. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Thomas,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr. 

Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Cumberland. — Major  W.  Williams. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  J.  Williams. 

Samuel  Franklin  informed  Congress  that  the  Ship  Sally 
is  to  be  sent  to  Boston  in  a  few  days,  and  requests  permis- 
sion from  this  Congress  to  send  John  Hastier  in  the  said 
ship  to  Boston,  in  order  to  make  application  to  the  Admiral 
for  her  discharge,  and,  in  the  interim,  to  take  care  of  the 
said  ship.  _  Mr.  Franklin  furdier  requests  that  the  said 
John  Hastier  may  be  pennittcd  to  take  with  him  for  his 
subsistence,  one  barrel  of  salt  provisions,  one  cask  of  bread, 
one  barrel  of  flour,  one  quarter  of  fresh  beef,  a  few  gallons 
of  rum  or  spirits,  and  a  few  pounds  of  chocolate ;  and  that 
he,  Mr.  Franklin,  be  permitted  to  go  on  board  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ship  Phenix  to  speak  with  Captain  Parker  relative 
to  the  said  Ship  Sally. 

Ordered,  That  John  Hastier  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  per- 
mitted to  go  on  board  of  the  Ship  Sally,  belonging  to  Sa- 
muel Franklin,  and  lately  seized  by  Captain  Parker;  and 
further,  that  the  said  John  Hastier  be  permitted  to  go  pas- 
senger in  the  said  Ship  to  Boston,  and  take  with  him,  for 
his  subsistence,  the  following  stores,  to  wit :  One  barrel  of 


salt  Provisions,  one  cask  of  Bread,  one  barrel  of  Flour, 
one  quarter  of  fresh  Beef,  a  few  gallons  of  Rum,  and  a 
few  pounds  of  Chocolate  ;  and, 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Franklin  be  permitted  to  go  on 
board  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Phenix,  to  speak  with  Captain 
1  arker  relative  to  the  said  Ship. 

The  Deputies  for  the  City  and  County  of  New-York 
delivered  in  a  List  or  Arrangement  of  Officers  for  the  Regi- 
ment to  be  raised  in  New-York;  which  was  read  aud  ap- 
proved of 

A  Letter  from  David  Pye,  Esq.,  Deputy  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Orange  County,  to  the  Congress,  and 
two  Letters  from  E.  W.  Kiers— one  to  Jesse  Woodhull, 
Esq.,  and  the  other  to  Thomas  Smith,  Esq. — were  read. 

They  thereby  state  their  difficulties  arising  from  the  fol- 
lowing matter,  to  wit :  That  their  County  Committee  had 
recommended  officers  for  two  companies,  to  be  raised  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Mountains,  in  Orange  County ;  that 
each  of  those  officers  had  been  at  expense  in  preparing  for 
the  service,  and  engaging  men  for  a  company;  that  only  one 
company  being  allotted  by  Congress  to  be  raised  in  that 
part  of  the  County,  each  set  of  officers  claimed  the  prefe- 
rence, and  that,  to  rid  themselves  of  jealousies,  and  creating 
divisions,  they  had  returned  the  warrants,  and  submitted  to 
Congress  to  determine  and  fill  up  the  warrants. 

Congress  determined  that  the  said  warrants  be  filled  up  in 
manner  following,  to  wit :  For  Amos  Hutchins,  Captain. 

An  Account  of  Bernard  Romans,  for  money  claimed  by 
him  as  due  to  him  from  this  Congress,  was  read. 

A  Resolve  of  Continental  Congress  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  followbg,  to  wit : 

"In  Congress,  February  13,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention 
of  New- York  to  pay  Mr.  B.  Romans  up  to  the  9th  day  of 
this  month.  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

The  consideration  thereof  is  deferred  until  B.  Romans  is 
called  in,  and  interrogated  as  to  the  reasons  of  his  so  long 
absence  from  the  Fortifications  at  different  times. 

The  Congress  was  informed  by  a  Member  that  his  Ex- 
cellency the  Governour  has  sent  to  the  Mayor  to  request 
his  attendance. 

Ordered,  That  his  Worship  the  Mayor  be  permitted  to 
go  on  board  Jiis  Excellency  Governour  Tryon's  Ship. 

Mr.  L'Hommedieu  requested  that  this  Congress  would 
come  to  a  determination  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  embargo 
laid  on  Provisions  by  the  Committees  of  some  Towns  in 
Suffolk  County;  and  Mr.  L'Hommedieu  proposed  and 
moved  for  an  order  in  the  words  following,  which  was 
read,  to  wit : 

The  Congress  approving  of  the  Committees  of  South- 
ampton, Easthampton,  and  Shelter-Island,  having  laid  an 
embargo  on  Provisions  in  those  Towns  till  the  1st  o{  March, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  of 
Suffolk  County,  at  their  next  meeting,  to  continue  said  Em- 
bargo in  those  Towns,  and  in  the  several  Towns  in  Suffolk 
County,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  direct,  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  this  Congress ;  and  that  their  proceedings  be 
transmitted  to  this  Congress  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Palmer  be  considered  as  present 
while  he  is  attending  with  the  Cannon,  (to  the  forwarding 
whereof  he  is  appointed  with  Colonel  Nicoll,)  and  no  longer. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Nicoll  be  considered  as  present 
until  he  may  arrive  at  Albany,  and  not  after  that  time, 
until  he  arrives  here  and  takes  his  seat. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Resolves  and 
recommendation  of  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress to  prosecute  the  discovery  of  the  Lead-Mine  at  Netv- 
Canaan,  in  this  Colony.  They  sent  for  John  McDonald, 
the  Miner,  as  a  proper  person  to  pursue  such  discovery;  and 
he  has  undertaken  and  engaged  in  that  service  on  the  fol- 
lowing terms  and  conditions,  to  wit :  To  proceed  to  New- 
Canaan  with  all  possible  despatch,  and  there  examine  into 
and  prosecute  the  discovery  of  the  said  Lead-Mine ;  to  re- 
ceive for  his  pay  and  subsistence  twenty  dollars  per  month 
while  in  that  service,  he  to  bear  his  own  expense,  and  to  be 
furnished  with  necessary  topis,  &;c.,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
have  a  letter  to  the  Committee  of  King's  District,  request- 
ing them  to  furnish  him  with  tools. 
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The  said  John  McDonald  having  occasion  for  a  small 
supply  of  cash  to  defray  hb  expenses  on  his  intended 
journey : 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colo- 
ny, advance  to  John  McDonald,  the  Miner,  (who,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  certified  co\)y  of  a  recommendation  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  to  this  Provincial  Congress,  dated  the 
I5th  instant,  is  sent  to  prosecute  the  discoverj' of  the  Lead- 
Mine  at  Xcw-Canaan,)  the  sum  of  twelve  Dollars,  on  ac- 
count, and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  King's  District, 
in  the  County  of  Albany,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is 
in  die  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  have  appointed  John  Mc- 
Donald to  explore  the  Lead-Mine  at  New- Canaan.  He  is 
to  ajjply  to  you  for  any  assistance  he  may  want  to  procure, 
(tools  and  other  necessaries  for  the  purpose,)  which  they 
desire  you  will  furnish.  He  is  allowed  twenty  dollars  per 
month  for  his  pay  and  subsistence.  You  will  please  to  in- 
form us  what  time  he  is  employed  in  the  service. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  obedient  servants. 
By  order. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  King's 

District,  Albany  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  the  said  John  McDo- 
nald ;  and  that  a  certified  copy  of  the  Report  of  J.  Hop- 
kins to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  their  Resolve 
thereon,  be  delivered  by  the  Secretaries  to  the  said  John 
McDonald.  

Die  LuntE,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  February  26,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  WoodhiiM,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougaU,  Captain  Rutgers, 

Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Roosevelt. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr. 

A.  Yates,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhvM,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
ston, Major  Schenck. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Col.  Hay,  Mr.  Herring. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  Hobart  reported  that  Dr.  Treat  had  informed  him 
that  he  has  taken  every  measure  to  find  some  proper  place 
for  an  Hospital ;  that  he  cannot  discover  any  place  tliat  can 
be  obtained  other  than  the  two  following,  to  wit :  Mr.  De- 
hncey's  House,  in  the  Out  Ward,  and  three  Houses  in  and 
near  Maiden-Lane,  near  Mr.  Walton's  Brewery. 

The  Congress  are  of  opinion,  unanimously,  that  the 
place  mentioned  in  Maiden-Lane  is  very  improper,  and 
will,  by  no  means,  answer  the  purpose ;  and  that,  from 
every  inquiry  they  have  been  able  to  make,  or  information 
received,  Mr.  Delancey's  House,  in  the  Bowery,  is  the  most 
proper.  But  as  the  Congress  would  choose  to  have  the  use 
of  the  said  House  with  the  consent  of,  and  by  agreement 
with,  John  Delajwey,  the  agent  of  the  owner, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Denning  and  Mr.  Abraham  Yates  be 
a  Committee  to  apply  to  John  Delancey  for  the  use  of  the  said 
House,  and  make  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

It  was  suggested  to  Congress  that  there  may  be  great 
danger  in  using  the  present  Hospital  stores  until  they  are 
carefully  washed  and  cleansed ;  and  as  no  Superintendent 
of  an  Hospital  is  yet  appointed. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Treat  be  requested,  for  the  present, 
to  procure  such  proper  persons  as  he  may  think  fit  to  trust, 
and  give  the  necessary  directions  for  washing  such  stores 
as  he  may  think  necessary. 

Colonel   McDovgall  informed  the  Congress  that  some 


works  will  be  necessarj-  to  be  erected  on  some  ground  on 
the  bank  southwest  of  Trinity- Church.  That  three  small 
Houses  there  (one  of  them  tenanted)  will  necessarily  be 
taken  down ;  diat  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  this  matter 
kept  secret,  otherwise  tlie  erection  of  the  work  may  be 
frustrated ;  and  submitted  to  tlie  Congress  whether  three 
Members  of  this  Congress,  who  are  judges  of  buildings, 
should  not  be  directed  to  view  and  estimate  the  value  of 
those  three  Houses. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Captain  Rutgers,  and 
Mr.  Beekman,  be  a  Committee  to  view  and  examine  the 
said  tliree  Houses,  and  ascertain  their  value  respectively, 
and  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

And  the  Members  were  strictly  charged  from  the  Chair 
to  keep  this  matter  with  the  greatest  secrecy. 

A  Return  from  Colonel  Jacobus  Swartwout  for  Officers 
for  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Rambout  Precinct,  was  read 
and  filed.  It  thereby  appears  that  the  following  Officei-s  were 
chosen,  agreeable  to  die  Rules  of  Congress,  to  wit :  Evert 
Wynkoop  Sivart,  Captain ;  Robert  Brett,  First  Lieute- 
nant ;  Isaac  Van  Wyck,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  Abraham 
Shultz,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gendemen. 

Colonel  Swartwout  also  enclosed  a  List  of  Officers  cho- 
sen by  their  several  Companies  in  his  Regiment  of  Minute- 
men,  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  for  whom  he 
requested  Commissions  as  soon  as  possible,  to  wit :  For 
John  Dorlon,  Captain  ;  Henry  Wykoff,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Robert  Hill,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  Thomas  Ostrander, 
Ensign. 

In  another  Company :  James  Weeks,  Captain  ;  Hugh 
Connor,  First  Lieutenant ;  James  Cooper,  Second  Lieute- 
nant ;  and  Theodorus  Brett,  Ensign. 

In  another  Company :  Comfort  Luddington,  Captain  ; 
Elijah  Oakley,  First  Lieutenant ;  John  Bready,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  and  Asa  Berry,  Ensign. 

All  which  Returns  were  dated  this  day. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  all  those  gentlemen, 
agreeably  to  their  respective  Ranks  returned. 

Colonel  Hay  produced  a  Return  of  Officers  for  a  Com- 
pany of  Minute-men  in  die  southern  part  of  Orange  Coun- 
ty, signed  by  Johannes  Is.  Blauvelt,  Cliainnan  ;  whereby  it, 
appears  that,  on  die  IGtii  December,  the  following  named 
gendemen  were  elected  Officers  of  that  Company,  to  wit : 
Benjamin  Coe,  Captain  ;  Abraham  Onderdonck,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Paulus  M.  Vandervoort,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and 
Daniel  Coe,  Jun.,  Ensign  ;  and  that  they  were  chosen  with- 
out opposition,  in  the  presence  of  John  Smith  and  Rynier 
Q^uackenboss,  two  of  the  Committee,  as  Inspectors. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen. 

John  Voorhies,  of  Brunswick,  who  attended  the  Congress 
at  their  request,  to  be  examined,  says :  That,  on  Friday 
morning,  the  2.3d  instant,  he  was  coming  to  Neie-York  with 
his  Sloop  Brunsmck,  loaded  with  Bread  and  Flour,  and 
five  firkins  of  Butter ;  that  he  was  brought  to  by  Captain 
Vandeput,  in  the  Ship  Asia,  who  demanded  of  him  what 
his  cargo  consisted  of;  that  Captain  Vayideput  ordered  the 
hatches  of  the  Sloop  to  be  opened,  and  took  out  forty-two 
tierces  of  Bread,  five  firkins  of  Butter,  and  thirty  barrels  of 
Flour ;  for  the  payment  whereof,  he  gave  this  examinant 
an  order  on  Abraham  Lott,  Esq.,  and  then  put  fourteen 
or  fifteen  men  on  board  the  Sloop,  and  brought  her  along- 
side of  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon ;  that  he  was  there 
ordered  by  Govemour  Tryon  to  get  his  tackles  ready ;  that 
Govemour  Tryon  directed  all  the  Flour  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  Sloop  and  put  on  board  of  the  Dutchess ;  that  one  hun- 
dred and  forty -nine  barrels  were  taken  out  of  the  Sloop  by 
Govemour  Tryon' s  order  and  put  on  board  of  the  Dutchess ; 
that  two  barrels  of  the  finest  Flour  were  set  by  for  the 
Ship's  use,  and  the  rest  stowed  in  die  hold  ;  that  Govemour 
Tryon  asked  for  his  Account;  that  he  (this  examinant) 
asked  nineteen  shillings  per  hundred  for  his  Flour,  as  he 
had  been  informed  that  was  the  market  price ;  that  Govem- 
our Tryon  would  pay  him  only  eighteen  shillings  per  hun- 
dred, and  offered  to  pay  him  that  price,  or  permit  him  to  go 
to  New- York  and  get  a  certificate  that  the  price  was  higher; 
that  Govemour  Tryon  paid  him  for  only  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven  barrels  of  Flour,  though  he  kept  an  account  of 
the  weights  and  numbers,  and  is  very  confident  tliat  one 
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hundred  and  forty-nine  barrels  were  put  on  board.  That 
Captain  Vandcpufs  Barge  stop])ed  the  Vessel  of  Thompson 
from  Brunswick ;  that  they  detained  him  some  time,  and 
then  sent  him  back  again  ;  that  Captain  Vandeput  told  him, 
seemingly  in  a  low  voice,  and  when  he  was  alone,  that  he 
might  inform  his  countrymen  that,  if  they  sent  up  Provisions 
fit  for  shipping,  he  would  stop  it ;  but  that  he  would  not  stop 
loose  or  unpacked  Provisions,  such  as  Butter,  Eggs,  or 
Pork  in  quartei-s,  for  the  use  of  the  City ;  but  that  he  could 
not  let  anything  pass  which  was  in  barrels ;  that  he  (the 
examiiiant)  saw  a  considerable  quantity  of  Beef  and  Mut- 
ton, in  quarters  and  pieces,  hanging  between  decks  in  the 
Ship  Asia. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Swartioout  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  New-York,  February  26,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Be  pleased  to  let  me  have  six  hundred 
and  twenty-four  pounds  for  the  use  of  my  regiment,  in 
order  to  enable  them  to  provide  themselves  with  blankets 
and  other  necessaries. 

"Jacobus  Swartwout,  Colonel. 

"To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  New-York." 

The  Congress  was  informed  by  two  of  the  Dutchess 
County  Members  that  Colonel  Swartwout  had  told  them 
that  four  hundred  Pounds  will  be  sufficient  for  the  present. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  advance  to 
Colonel  Jacobus  Swartwout,  o{  Dutchess  County,  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  founds,  on  account  of  the  pay  of  his  Re- 
giment ;  and  that  the  Treasurer  take  his  receipt  for  the  same, 
on  account. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Ogden,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Elizabethtown,  dated  the  22d  instant,  was  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Elizabethtown,  February  22,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  this  moment  received  yours,  dated  '  In 
Congress,  February  21,  1776,'  and  signed  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Had  there  been  a  necessity,  I  would  immediately 
have  convened  the  Committee,  to  consider  the  request  of 
your  letter.  The  persons  mentioned  now  in  durance  in  this 
town  were  confined  by  Colonel  Heard,  not  at  our  instance, 
and  without  our  knowledge.  It  is  said  Colonel  Heard  re- 
ceived his  authority  for  so  doing  from  yours,  or  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  Our  Committee  are  also  ignorant  of  the 
crimes  of  which  these  persons  are  accused,  and  for  which 
imprisoned.  Being  convinced  of  the  strict  propriety  of  your 
regulations  respecting  delinquents,  this  Committee  have  not 
been,  nor  will  they  be,  guilty  of  the  least  violation  of  them  ; 
and  therefore  conclude  with  assuring  tlie  honourable  Con- 
vention that  we  mean  not  to  concern  ourselves  with  these 
men,  or  their  conduct. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  very 
humble  servant,  ,,  Robert  Ogden,  Chairman. 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Congress  o[ New-York." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  deferred  till 
one  or  more  Members  from  Richmond  County  arrive. 

Mr.  Adrian  Bancker  produced  a  Certificate,  dated  the 
30th  oi  January  last,  and  signed  by  Christian  Jacobson, 
George  Barnes,  John  Poillon,  David  Latourette,  Henry 
Ferine,  Moses  Depuy,  and  Feter  Mersereau,  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Richmond  County,  whereby  it  appears  that,  at  a 
Convention  of  the  Freeholders  of  said  County,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  choosing  Deputies  to  represent  said  County  in  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  Adrian  Bancker  and  Richard  Lawrence 
were,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  duly  elected  to  represent  said 
County,  and  to  serve  to  the  second  Tuesday  in  May  next, 
with  full  powers  to  them,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  represent 
said  County  in  Congress,  or  in  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Committee  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Esti- 
mate of  Feter  T.  Curtenius  of  the  23d  instant,  delivered  in 
their  Report  of  the  Articles  necessary  to  be  provided  by  the 
Commissary  for  the  Troops  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  viz : 
2,432  Frocks  for  Privates ;  128  Frocks  for  Sergeants  ;  128 
Frocks  for  Corporals  ;  32  Frocks  for  Drummers  ;  32  Frocks 
for  Fifers — 2,752  Frocks  to  be  purchased,  if  to  be  had  at 
the  price  limited  by  Congress  ;  2,752  Felt  Hats  ;  2,752  pairs 
of  Yam  Stockings  ;  2,752  pairs  of  Shoes  ;  2,752  Blankets, 
if  to  be  had ;  156  Blankets  for  Officers ;  2,752  Canteens, 


(wooden  ones  preferable  to  tin,  if  the  disproportion  of  prices 
is  not  too  great;)  156  Canteens  for  Officers ;  4.58  Camp 
Kettles,  (two-thirds  of  this  number  ouglit  to  be  Iron  Pots  A 
1 ,566  Cartouch  Boxes,  (1,1 22  being  bought  by  M  r.  Smith ;) 
1,566  Gun  Slings;  2,008  Knapsacks;  2,752  Tomahawks ; 
32  Drums  and  Slings ;  32  Drum  Cases ;  32  Fifes ;  700 
Bill-Hooks,  in  addition  to  the  300  in  store,  will  probably  be 
sufficient;  12  Field-Officers'  Tents,  to  have  walls,  booths, 
and  flies  complete ;  32  Square  or  Horsemen's  Tents,  for 
Captains  ;  32  ditto  for  64  Lieutenants ;  16  ditto  for  32  En- 
signs ;  4  Adjutants'  Tents;  4  Quartennasters'  Tents;  4 
Chaplains'  Tents;  4  Surgeons'  Tents;  108  Tent  Bags; 
103  Valices  ;  458  Soldiers'  Tents,  allowing  6  men  to  each 
Tent ;  2,688  Muskets  complete.  The  Officers'  Tents  ought 
all  to  have  flies. 

The  foregoing  Report,  being  read  and  considered,  was 
unanimously  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  a  copy  of  all  of 
the  articles  in  the  said  Report  mentioned  as  necessary  to  be 
provided,  and  deliver  the  same  to  Colonel  Curtenius,  the 
Commissary,  who  is  directed  to  cause  those  articles  to  be 
provided  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Colonel  William  Williams,  one  of  the  Deputies  from  Cumr- 
berland  County,  delivered  in  a  List,  Certificate,  and  Return 
of  the  Militia  Officers  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Cumberland 
County,  from  the  rank  of  Major  downward.  The  said  Re- 
turn is  dated  the  6th  February,  1776,  and  signed  by  Berv- 
jamin  Carpenter,  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  County  of  Cumberland,  7 
"Guilford,  February  6,  1776.     S 

"  In  compliance  to  your  order  to  us  directed,  dated  Janur 
ary  the  4th,  and  good  instructions  for  order  and  peace,  to- 
gether with  the  regulations  of  the  Militia,  and  by  order  of 
this  Committee,  we  here  send  you  the  list  of  all  the  officers 
that  are  returned  at  this  time ;  and  they  are  as  follows,  to 
wit: 

"At  a  legal  meeting,  the  town  of  Guilford  chose  Mr. 
Stephen  Shepardson  Captain,  David  Stowel  First  Lieute- 
nant, Timothy  Root  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Dillington 
Johnson  Ensign. 

"  At  a  legal  meeting,  the  town  of  Brattleborough  chose 
John  Sergeant  Captain,  Oliver  Cook  First  Lieutenant,  Ti- 
mothy Church  Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Alexander  En- 
sign. 

"  At  a  legal  meeting,  the  town  of  Futney  chose  Abijah 
Moores  Captain,  Daniel  Jewet  First  Lieutenant,  Ephraim 
Clay  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Ephraim  Fierce  Ensign. 

"  At  a  legal  meeting,  the  town  of  Fulham  chose  Jona- 
than  Knight  Captain,  Josiah  Boyden  First  Lieutenant,  Da- 
me/ Kartheen  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Shepherd  Gates,  En- 
sign. 

"  At  a  legal  meeting,  the^town  of  Westminster  chose  John 
Avrell  Captain,  Jabez  Deny  First  Lieutenant,  Azariah 
Wright  Second  Lieutenant,  and  William  Crook,  Ensign. 

"  At  a  legal  meeting,  the  town  of  Halifax  chose  David 
Rich  Captain,  Benjamin  Henry  First  Lieutenant,  Robert 
Patterson  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Edward  Harris  Ensign. 

"  And  is  signed  : 

"Benjamin  Carpenter,  Chairman. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  the  dele- 
gated powers  thereof." 

The  said  Committee  mention  that  the  rest  of  the  Towns 
have  not  made  returns  to  them,  and  request  that  Major  Wil- 
liam Williams  may  be  entrusted  with  blank  Commissions  to 
fill  up  for  officers  in  the  scattered  Towns  in  the  wilderness. 
Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gendemen, 
according  to  said  Return. 

A  Memorial  of  Joseph  Crane,  bearing  date  the  24th  in 
slant,  setting  forth  his  services  in  the  last  campaign,  and 
praying  the  care  of  an  Artillery  Company,  was  read  and 
filed.   ° 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
until  the  appointment  of  Artillery  Officers  is  resumed. 

Die  Luna,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  February  26, 1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 
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Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Denning,  Captain  Bulgers,  Mr.  Beelc- 
;nan,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Smith. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 
Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll  (on  service.) 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 
ston. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
ston, Major  R.  G.  Livingston. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Bhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Her- 
ring, Mr.  Clowes. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  IVarJ,  Dr.  Graham. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel   William  ffiUiams. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Richmond. — ^Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderhilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 

The  Congress  were  informed  that  General  Lee  is  anxious 
to  have  a  Store-house,  or  Magazine,  for  Military  Stores,  and 
that  the  service  must  soon  suffer  if  the  Bridewell,  or  some 
other  proper  Magazine,  is  not  obtained. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDoiigall  employ  proper  work- 
men, procure  necessary  materials,  and  have  proper  floore 
and  shutters  for  the  windows  made,  and  that  building  fitted 
for  a  Magazine,  or  Store-house. 

Mr.  Pettit,  the  Doorkeeper,  informed  the  Congress  that, 
in  obedience  to  their  order,  he  had  summoned  Christopher 
Dmjckinck ;  that  the  said  Christopher  Duyckinck  called 
witnesses,  and  desired  him  to  tell  the  Congress  that  he  de- 
nied the  authority  of  this  Congress ;  that  he  would  not  at- 
tend until  Mr.  Sands  was  expelled  the  House ;  that  Mr. 
Sands  was  an  usurper  and  a  coward,  and  that  he  would  not 
attend  until  he  was  brought  by  a  file  of  musketeers. 

Mr.  Hobart  moved,  and  was  seconded,  that  a  Letter  be 
wrote  to  General  Lee,  requesting  him  to  take  Christopher 
Duyckinck  into  custody. 

By  consent,  the  same  was  postponed  till  to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  pursuance  of  an  Order  of  last  Thursday 
morning,  brought  in  a  draft  of  a  Letter  relating  to  the  Pay 
of  the  Minute-men,  which  was  read  and  approved,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen  :  The  Continental  Congress  formerly  direct- 
ed us  to  raise  Minute  Companies  in  this  Colony,  and  esta- 
blished their  pay,  when  called  into  actual  service,  to  be  the 
same  with  the  pay  of  the  Continental  Troops.  At  the  time 
we  were  ordered  to  form  these  Companies,  the  pay  of  a 
private  was  fifty-three  shillings  and  four  pence  per  month, 
and  the  men  were  raised  on  assurance  that  they  were  to 
receive  this  pay ;  and  although  some  of  the  privates  have 
been  inlisted  since  the  19th  oi  Januanj,  when  the  new  es- 
tablishment was  formed  which  reduced  the  pay  to  forty 
shillings  per  month,  yet  the  officers,  not  knowing  of  this 
reduction,  inlisted  their  privates  on  assurance  that  they  were 
to  receive  the  pay  of  the  old  establishment.  These  Com- 
panies are  now  called  into  actual  service,  and  are  in  this 
city.  They  express  great  uneasiness  at  being  reduced  to 
tlie  pay  of  forty  shillings  per  month,  when  they  were  pro- 
mised fifty-three  shillings  and  four  pence.  We  are  appre- 
hensive that  the  service  will  suffer  by  this  uneasiness  ;  and 
as  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  remove  the  difficulty,  we  should 
be  glad  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and 
beg  you  would  transmit  it  to  us  as  soon  as  possible.  It  may 
be  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  officers  are  content  with  the 
pay  provided  by  the  first  establishment  though  less  than  the 
last  establishment. 

We  are,  sirs,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 

To  the  New-  York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  February  27,  17T6. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Sands, 
Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Cap- 


tain Rutgers.  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Roosevelt.  Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr. 
Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake, 
Dr.  Graham. 

For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhvM,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 
ston. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Major  R.  G.  Li- 
vingston, Mr.  Schenck. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Alli- 
son, Mr.  Clowes. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderhilt,  Mr.  I^cffertse. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  A.  Bancker. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  fi'llliams, 

A  Letter  from  Joseph  Robinson,  of  Jamaica,  in  Qiteen's 
County,  dated  February  21,  1776,  was  read  and  filed.  He 
declines  mentioning  the  names  of  persons  to  be  evidences 
against  the  pei-sons  of  their  County  who  were  apprehended 
by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  have  given  in 
securities.  Informs  that  almost  every  person  in  that  Coun- 
ty can  be  a  witness,  and  that  he  will  attend  on  summons. 

A  Letter  from  James  Duane,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates 
of  this  Colony  at  Congress,  dated  the  25th  instant,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Philadelphia,  February  35,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  have  this  moment  received  your  favour 
of  the  22d  instant.  The  post  did  not  get  in  till  near  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  will  be  despatched  back  so  soon 
that  I  can  have  no  opportunity,  in  the  interim,  of  conferring 
with  my  brethren,  and  one  of  the  subjects  is  too  important 
to  admit  of  delay ;  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  give  you  my 
sentiments  upon  it.  If  anything  further  occurs  on  a  consult- 
ation, it  will  be  transmitted  the  next  conveyance. 

"  General  Schuyler  some  time  since  proposed  to  Con- 
gress that  our  Second,  or  Albany,  Battalion  should  be  re- 
cruited for  the  service  of  Canada,  and  recommended  the 
fomier  Field-Officers.  Of  this,  Congress  approved,  and 
tweh'e  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  w  ere  forwarded  to  you 
for  the  despatch  of  that  business.  The  General,  in  a  sub- 
sequent letter,  informed  Congress  that  the  money  was  sent 
to  him,  and  seems  to  be  uneasy  that  the  care  of  raising  the 
battalion  should  be  superadded  to  the  other  burdens  of  his 
command.  He  mentions  his  intentions  of  ap])lying  to  the 
Committee  of  Albany  for  assistance  on  that  occasion  ;  but 
what  progress  has  since  been  made  we  do  not  learn. 

"  The  Congress  have  also  declared  their  intention  of  pro- 
moting Captain  Henry  Livingston,  (who  came  express  from 
General  Montgomery  with  the  news  of  the  surrender  of 
Montreal,)  when  an  opportunity  should  ofler ;  but  nothing 
has  yet  been  done  in  his  favour. 

"  A  resolution  has  since  passed  for  raising  four  batta- 
lions in  New-York  for  its  immediate  protection  and  defence, 
of  which  you  have  received  a  copy.  It  was  followed  by 
another,  that,  in  the  appointment  of  these  officers,  such  as 
behaved  well  during  the  last  campaign  should  be  provided 
for ;  a  copy  of  which  has  likewise  been  forwarded  for  your 
direction. 

"As  New-York  v/as  thought  to  be  in  a  critical  state,  and  no 
reconmiendation  had  appeared  from  our  Committee  of  Safety 
of  the  officere  for  the  four  battalions,  it  occasioned  much 
surprise  and  uneasiness,  and  the  only  apology  I  was  able 
to  make,  viz.,  the  expectation  of  a  meeting  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  the  utility  of  their  advice,  (which,  indeed,  depend- 
ed on  my  own  conjecture,)  did  not  prove  satisfactory.  It 
was  said  that,  while  everything  was  done  for  Neiv-York 
at  the  publick  expense  that  could  be  wished  or  asked,  they 
neglected  their  own  defence,  &c.  This  produced  a  resolu- 
tion that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  your  progress  with 
respect  to  those  battalions.  These  circumstances,  (if  my 
memory  has  not  failed,)  are  all  that  have  happened  on  this 
subject,  and  which  will  suffice  to  convince  you  that  there 
is  no  obstruction  in  the  way  of  your  nominating  the  Field- 
Officers,  agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress. 
You  will  doubtless  see  the  propriety  of  despatch,  both  on 
account  of  your  security  and  your  reputation — both  of  which 
no  man  can  have  more  sincerely  at  heart  than  myself. 
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"  Apprehensive  tliat  yoii  might  be  distressed  to  maintain  requests  permission  to  go  on  board  of  the  Ship  Dutchess  of 
the  Army  now  in  our  capital,  from  the  lowness  of  your  Gordon  and  tlic  Ship^^-m,  to  endeavour  to  regain  his  pro- 
finances,  we  tiiought  it  advisable  to  obtain  a  warrant  in  your  " 


favour  for  thirty-five  thousand  dollare  ;  which  Mr.  Lcivis  re 
ceived,  and  w  ill  deliver  you. 

"  I  should  do  great  injustice  to  Congress,  if  I  did  not 
assure  you  that  they  are  disposed  to  do  everything  which 
can  be  reasonably  required  for  your  protection. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  regard,  gen- 
tlemen, your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

"James  Duane. 
"To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  of  New-York." 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  dated  this  day,  re- 
questing Money,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 

following,  to  wit : 

"New-York,  February  27,  1776. 

"Sir:  As  we  have  here  no  Continental  Paymaster,  I  am 
under  the  necessity  of  addressing  myself  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  to  assist  me  in  this  article.  1  have  a  considerable 
party  to  be  subsisted,  and  are  now  to  be  furnished  with  ne- 
cessaries ;  two  thousand  dollars  at  least  are  requisite.  You 
will  much  oblige  me,  therefore,  sir,  in  endeavouring  to  pro- 
cure this  sum.  If  you  could  make  it  twenty-five  hundred 
dollare,  it  would  beinore  convenient  to,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, "  Charles  Lee. 

"  To  Colonel  WoodhuU,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, Neio-Yorlc." 

The  Congress  agreed  to  give  Major-General  Lee  an  or- 
der on  the  Treasurer  for  twenty-five  hundred  Dollai-s.  And 
an  order  for  that  purpose  was  drawn  and  approved  of,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Major-General  Lee,  by  his  Letter  of  this  day,  having  re- 
quested of  this  Congress  to  advance  him  the  sum  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  Dollars  for  the  subsistence  of  his  party  : 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  B.  Livingston, 
Esquire,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Major- 
General  Lee  twenty-five  hundred  Dollars,  on  Continental 
account. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Major-General  Lee  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  this  morning  was  received  and  read. 
The  requisition  therein  contained  was  immediately  taken 
into  consideration,  and  the  Congress,  ever  ready  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  promote  the  publick  service,  agreed  to  ad- 
vance you  twenty-five  hundred  dollars.  An  order  on  our 
Treasurer  for  that  sum,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you. 

We  are,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  Major-General  Lee. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ritzema,  by  request,  attended  the 
Congress.  Being  asked  what  has  been  done  by  Congress  re- 
lative to  the  two  Regiments  ordered  to  be  formed  out  of  the 
Troops  in  Canada,  Mr.  Ritzema  says,  that  there  are  about 
nine  hundred  men  in  Canada ;  that  they  are  the  remnants  of 
all  corps  which  have  been  there,  and  cannot  usefully  be 
formed  into  one  or  two  Regiments ;  that  the  Congress 
have  surperseded  their  former  order  to  form  two  battalions 
out  of  those  Troops ;  that  Mr.  Walker  has  informed  him 
that  General  Wooster  had  attempted  to  carry  the  order  into 
execution,  and  has  failed ;  that  he  looks  upon  the  officers 
in  Canada  as  unprovided  for,  and  that  they  look  upon  them- 
selves so  ;  that  a  Committee  of  the  Continental  Congress  told 
him  that  the  officere  were  to  be  provided  for  in  the  new 
levies  in  their  respective  Colonies  from  whence  they  pro- 
ceeded in  the  service;  that  on  the  15th  November,  Gene- 
ral Montgomery  new-arranged  the  Army,  and  Mr.  Ritzema 
read  a  copy  of  the  General's  declaration  to  the  Troops,  and 
the  terms  of  new  inlistments ;  that  the  General  by  parole 
appointed  the  Field-Officers.  That  there  remains  in  the 
whole  about  fifteen  hundred  stand  of  arms — about  five 
hundred  belonged  to  this  Colony ;  that  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  he  left  in  three  boxes  in  his  rooms  in  Montreal; 
that  the  New-England  Troops  carried  off  with  them  about 
fifteen  hundred  muskets,  taken  at  St.  John's ;  and  that  Co- 
lonel Warner's  party  carried  off  all  their  arms.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ritzema  then  gave  a  particular  account  of  all  the 
officei-s  from  this  Colony  now  in  Canada. 

Mr.  Sands  informed  Congress  that  Mr.  John  Murray  had 
a  Sloop,  with  Pig-Mettle,  seized  by  Captain  Vandeput,  and 


perty. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Murray  be  permitted  to  go  on 
board  of  die  Dutchess  of  Gordon  and  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Asia. 

To  Mr.  Elias  Nixen,  Port-Master. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Ijow  requests  a  pennit  to  ship  Flaxseed 
and  Lumber  on  board  of  the  Ship  Polly,  Captain  Thomas 
Kennedy  Master,  to  be  exported  to  Cork,  in  Ireland,  in  re- 
turns for  stores  imported. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Low  be  pemiitted  to  load  Flaxseed 
and  Lumber  on  board  of  the  Ship  Polly,  Captain  Thomas 
Kennedy  Master,  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  Pounds  nine  Pence. 

Die  Lunffi,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  February  27,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General    WoodhuU,    President,  (say 
Ten  Broeck.) 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Beek- 

man.  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Captain  Denning, 

Mr.  Van  Zandt. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Nicoll,  Mr. 

ji.  iates,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhvll,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Alli- 
son, Mr.  Clowes. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Dewitt,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  duty.) 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Schenck. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake, 

Doctor  Graham. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report 
a  plan  for  the  emission  of  fifty-five  thousand  Pounds,  in 
Provincial  Paper  Bills  of  diflferent  denominations,  of  Dollars 
and  Shillings,  delivered  in  the  Report  of  the  said  Commit- 
tee ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  remaui  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

Jabez  Fredericks  and  Jacob  Andrews,  inhabitants  of 
Massachusetts-Bay,  being  at  the  door,  sent  in  Certificates  of 
Colonel  Howe  and  Colonel  P.  Henry,  that  they  have  been 
taken  prisoners  by  Lord  Dunmore  and  escaped,  and  recom- 
mending them  for  assistance  to  return  to  their  places  of 
abode.  They  also  sent  in  a  Pass  from  Major-General  Lee ; 
and  requested  assistance. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  VanB.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Jabez  Fredericks  and  Jacob 
Andreivs,  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts-Buy,  who  have  been 
taken  prisoners  by  Lord  Dunmore,  and  made  their  escape, 
the  sum  of  forty  Shillings,  to  assist  them  on  their  journey  to 
their  respective  places  of  abode. 

Captain  Rutgers  informed  the  Congress  that  Christopher 
Duyckinck  is  at  the  door,  and  desires  admittance. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  admitted. 

Christopher  Duyckinck  admitted,  says,  that  with  reluc- 
tance he  disobeyed  the  summons  of  this  Congress  yesterday 
evening ;  and  repeated  a  long  account  of  the  controversy 
between  Mr.  Sands  and  himself.  Christopher  Duyckinck 
was  desired  to  withdraw. 

The  Congress  took  the  case  of  the  insult  offered  to  this 
Congress  into  consideration,  and  came  to  a  detemiination  ui 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

This  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  Christopher  Duyckinck 
is  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  this  Congress,  in  the  message  he 
sent  by  their  Doorkeeper,  for  which  he  ought  to  ask  the 
pardon  of  this  Congress,  and  receive  a  reprimand  from  the 
Chair.  And  although  this  Congress  would  not  interfere  in 
the  trial  of  private  property,  or  in  demanding  satisfaction  for 
a  private  injury,  yet  diey  are  of  opinion  that  tlie  said  Chris- 
topher Duyckinck  has  acted  very  wrong  in  taking  and  de- 
taining from  Mr.  Sands  his  watch ;  and  do  recommend  it 
to  him  to  return  the  same  to  him  without  delay. 
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Christaphcr  Duyckinck  being  called  in,  the  first  part  of 
the  opinion  of  Congress  was  read  to  him ;  and  he  asked 
pardon  of  the  Congress  for  the  contempt  of  which  he  was 
guilty. 

The  second  part  of  the  opinion  and  recommendation  were 
then  read  to  the  said  Christopher  Duyckinck ;  whereujxjii 
he  requested  a  copy  of  the  entry.  A  copy  whereof  was  cer- 
tified and  delivered  to  him. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  consider  of,  and  deter- 
mine on  proper  persons  to  be  recommended  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  for  Field-Officers  of  the  four  Regiments  now 
raising  in  this  Colony,  agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Continental  Congress  ;  and  after  some  time  spent,  and  pro- 
gress made  therein,  the  further  consideration  thereof  is  iiost- 
poned  till  to-morrow. 

Die  Mercurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  February  28,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr. 
Beekman,  Mr.  Prince,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Roosevelt, 
Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  A.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Van 
Cortlandt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 
For  Albany. — ^Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Ni- 

coll,  (on  service,)  General  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Clowes,  Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Alli- 
son, Colonel  Hay. 
For  Ulster. — ]Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Major  R.  G.  Li- 
vingston, Major  Schenck. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake, 

Doctor  Graham,  Lieutenant-Colonel  L.  Graham. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderhilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Cologel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

A  Letter  from  James  Lent,  Chairman  of  the  Orangetovm 
Committee,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  returns  Alwa- 
ham  David  Blaurelt,  Second  Major  of  the  Orangetovm 
Regiment  of  Militia ;  and  requesting  a  blank  Commission 
for  an  Ensign  to  be  chosen  in  Johannes  Jacobus  BlauveWs 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commission  issue  for  the  said  Abra- 
ham David  Blauvelt  as  Major ;  and  that  the  blank  Commis- 
sion for  an  Ensign  be  sent. 

Colonel  Joseph  Drake  informed  Congress  that  Stephen 
Sneden,  who  was  chosen  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Militia 
in  East-Chester  District,  had  refused  to  accept  the  Com- 
mission, by  which  means  new  Commissions  were  necessaiy 
for  the  whole  Company ;  and  requested  that  blank  Com- 
missions may  be  sent  for  that  purpose.  The  Congress 
agrees  to  his  request. 

And  Ordered,  That  blank  Commissions  be  delivered  to 
Colonel  Drake  for  that  Company. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Hempstead,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee at  Southold,  in  Suffolk  County,  dated  the  23d  in- 
stant, was  read  and  filed.  They  thereby  return  certain 
persons  elected  officers  ;  but  the  Return  being  not  properly 
formal  : 

Ordered,  That  four  blank  Commissions  for  the  purpose 
be  enclosed  to  the  Chainnan. 

A  Reference  from  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  JSew- 
York  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"  Committee-Chamber,  New-York,  February  27,  1776. 
"  The  sub-Committee,  appointed  by  the  General  Commit- 
tee to  make  inquiiy  what  quantity  ofsalt  remained  in  this 
city,  reported  that  there  are  twenty  thousand  seven  hundred 
bushels  for  sale. 

■Ordered,  Tliat  the  propriety  of  retaining  a  sufficient 
quantity  in  this  City  and  Province  for  the  use  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, be  immediately  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Provincial  Congress. 

•'  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  John  Broome,  Deputy  Chairman." 


Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  Reference  be  reserved  for  fur- 
ther consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hliite,  by  his  agent,  be  pennitted  to 
supply  his  Majesty's  Siiip  Phenix  with  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  of  fresh  Beef,  and  some  Turnips  ;  and  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ship  Asia  with  thirteen  hundred  pounds  of  fresh 
Beef,  and  Greens,  and  some  Candles ;  also,  one  barrel  of 
corned  Beef  for  his  Excellency  Govemour  Tryon. 

The  Members  for  King's  County  informed  the  Congress 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  Brooklyn  are  desirous  to  know 
whether  they  shall  have  any  recompense  for  the  trouble  of 
having  Soldiers  placed  in  their  Houses. 

The  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  some  allowance  ought  to 
be  made  to  those  Inhabitants. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Members  from  King's  County 
be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the 
quartering  those  Troops ;  the  trouble  to  the  Inhabitants ; 
and  what  rewards  will  be  adequate  and  sufficient ;  and  re- 
port with  all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Dennins,  the  Conmiittee  appointed 
to  apply  to,  and  treat  with,  John  Delancey  for  the  use  of 
the  House  of  James  Delancey  for  an  Hospital,  informed  the 
Congress  that  Mr.  John  Delancey  is  attending  at  the  door, 
and  requests  to  be  heai-d.  Mr.  John  Delancey  was  admit- 
ted and  heard.  He  was  informed  that  Congress  intended 
to  make  compensation  for  the  House  he  occupies,  if  neces- 
sity cause  it  to  be  taken  for  an  Hospital ;  that  he  shall  have 
the  earliest  information  when  that  necessity  is  known ;  and 
that,  if  another  House  suitable  for  that  purpose  can  be  ob- 
tained, that  House  will  probably  be  spared. 

Mr.  Delancey  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Yates  and  Mr.  Denning  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  for,  and  examine  and  procure,  one  or  more 
proper  House  or  Houses  for  an  Hospital,  and  to  treat  with 
the  Owners  or  Inhabitants  thereof,  and  agree  for  the  same. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  make  further  progress 
in  nominating  proper  pereons  to  be  recommended  to  the 
Continental  Congress  as  Field-Officers  for  the  Regiments 
raising  in  this  Colony;  and  finished  their  arrangement  there- 
of; which  will  be  inserted  in  the  Minutes  of  this  afternoon  ; 
and  General  Ten  Broeck  and  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  are  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  prepare  and  report  a  draft  of  a 
Letter  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  another  to  the  De- 
legates of  this  Colony,  to  accompany  the  same. 

4  ho.  P.  M.,  Die  Mercurii,  February  28,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 
For   New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,   Mr.  Roosevelt, 

Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Beekman, 

Mr.  Smith,  Captain  Rutgers. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  duty.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Gelston. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  Mr.  Ward, 

Colonel  L.  Graham,  Dr.  Graham. 
For  Ulster — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck. 
For  King's. — Mr.  VanderbUt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hay. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — ^Mr.  Moore. 

The  Officers  proposed  for  Artillery  Companies  in  this  Co- 
lony having,  by  direction  from  this  Congress,  been  desired 
to  attend  and  be  examined  by  Captain  Smith,  the  Engineer, 
Colonel  McDougall  delivered  in  a  Certificate,  which  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"February  26,  1776. 

"  Agreeable  to  desire  of  Colonel  McDougall,  we  have 
examined  Mr.  James  Moore,  and  think  him  fit  for  a  Captain- 
Lieutenant  of  Artillery. 

"William  Smith,  Chief  Engineer. 
"  S.  Badlam,  Captain  of  ArtiUery." 
The  said  Certificate  being  satisfactory  to  this  Congress : 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  Moore  be  appointed,  and  he 
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is  hereby  appointed,  Captain-Lieutenant  of  a  Company  of 
Artillery  in  this  Colony. 

Colonel  Samuel  DraJce,  of  the  Minute  Regiment  from 
the  County  of  Westchester,  attending  at  the  door,  was  ad- 
mitted. He  informed  the  Congress  that  four  months,  the 
time  for  which  many  of  his  men  had  inlisted,  was  folly  ex- 
pired, and  that  they  demanded  their  jiay ;  that,  if  he  is  ena- 
bled to  pay  them,  many  of  them  may  probably  inlist  anew. 
As  Colonel  Drake  has  not  a  Muster-RoU  of  his  Regiment 
with  him,  the  Congress  agreed  to  advance  him  three  hun- 
dred Pounds,  on  account. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  ad- 
vance to  Colonel  Samuel  Drake  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
Pounds,  on  account  of  the  pay  of  his  Regiment  of  Minute- 
men,  and  take  Colonel  Drake's  receipt  for  the  same. 

Colonel  Lott  informed  the  Congress  that,  by  order  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  he  had  purchased  a  large  quantity  of 
Bread ;  that  tlie  Bakers  of  whom  he  purchased  desire  that 
it  may  be  removed  ;  and  that  he  is  in  advance  for  the  pur- 
chase of  said  Bread ;  and  requested  some  money  on  account. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lott  procure  a  Store,  and  have 
the  said  Bread  stored  therein  ;  and  the  Congress  approves 
of  the  Stores  of  Mr.  V.  Rami,  on  Cowfoot-Hill,  for  that 
purpose. 

And  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Colonel  A.  Lott 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  on  account,  in  part  of  the 
price  of  the  Bread  purchased  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Smith,  according  to  order,  reported  a  draft  of  a  Let- 
ter to  the  Continental  Congress,  to  cover  the  list  of  gen- 
tlemen recommended  for  Field-Officers  of  the  four  Battalions 
raising  in  this  Colony;  which  was  read  and  approved,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  February  28,  1776. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  Congress,  we  have 
now  the  honour  to  transmit  a  list  of  gentlemen  nominated 
by  us  as  Field-OfRcers  for  the  four  battalions  ordered  to  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

In  this  nomination  we  have  endeavoured  to  pay  due 
attention  to  the  merits  of  those  officers  who  served  in  the 
last  campaign,  and  are  willing  to  continue  in  the  service. 
To  these  we  have  added  a  number  of  gentlemen  who  now 
tender  their  services  to  their  country.  As  soon  as  the  Field- 
Officers  are  fixed  by  Congress,  we  beg  their  commissions 
may  be  forwarded.  The  other  officers  are  appointed,  and 
are  recruiting  in  different  parts  of  this  Colony. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  that  some  of  the  Cap- 
tains and  subalterns  who  served  in  our  regiments  last  year 
are  now  in  Canada.  Those  gentlemen  we  have  not  been 
able  to  provide  for  in  the  four  battalions  now  raising,  as  we 
were  uncertain  when  they  would  return,  or  whether  they 
were  not  pro\ided  for  in  the  Canada  Regiments.  We  were 
apprehensive,  if  we  provided  for  them  in  our  battalions,  it 
might  impede  the  raising  the  troops,  and  thereby  injure  the 
service.  In  justice  to  those  gentlemen,  we  thought  it  our 
duty  to  mention  this,  and  to  enclose  a  list  of  their  names ; 
and  doubt  not  but  that  their  services  will  be  duly  considered 
by  Congress,  and  that  proper  provision  will  be  made  for 
them,  if  they  are  not  already  provided  for. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vants.    By  order. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 

The  gentlemen  nominated  out  of  which  to  elect  Field- 
Officers  for  the  four  Regiments  to  be  raised  for  the  defence 
of  this  Colony,  are  those  that  follow,  viz  : 

For  Colonels. — Alexander  McDougall,  James  Clinton, 
Rudolphus  Ritzema,  Peter  Yates,  Cornelius  D.  Wynkoop, 
Philip  Corthndt,  John  Lasher,  Seth  Warner. 

For  Lieutenant-Colonels. — Herman  Zedtwitz,  Peter 
Gansevoort,  Jun.,  Barnabas  Tuthill,  Henry  G.  Living- 
ston, Peter  P.  Schuyler,  John  Hathom,  Egbert  Dumont, 
Govemcur  Morris.  • 

For  Majors. — Frederick  Van  Weisenfels,  John  Fisher, 
Daniel  Griffin,  Henry  B.  Livingston,  Marinus   Willett, 
Cornelius  Van  Dyck,  John  Nicokon,  Joseph  Benedict. 
A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  tlie  Delegates  of  this  Colony,  on 


the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  Officers,  was  read  and  aji- 
proved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  February  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have,  by  this  conveyance,  transmitted 
to  Congress  a  list  of  the  Field-Officere  nominated  by  us  for 
the  four  battalions  intended  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony;  and 
in  order  to  show  that  we  have  paid  a  proper  attention  to 
those  gentlemen  who  served  in  the  last  campaign,  we  have 
enclosed  a  state  of  the  former  regiments  raised  in  this  Colo- 
ny, that  you  may  produce  it  in  case  it  should  be  called  for 
by  the  Continental  Congress. 

We  are,  with  esteem,  gentlemen,  yours,  he,  &.c. 
By  order. 

To  the  iVbw-YbrA:  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  tlie  said  two  Letters  be  engross- 
ed, and  signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted.* 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  dated  the  21st 
instant,  requesting  Arms,  Clothing,  Blankets,  Pitch,  Tur- 
pentine, and  Oakum,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Albany,  February  21, 1776. 

"  Sir  :  Mr.  McKesson' s  letter,  by  your  order,  enclosing 
the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  the  5th  instant,  I  yesterday 
received. 

•A  Letter  was  also  written  to  Mr.  Duane,  one  of  the  Delegates,  in 
answer  to  the  fifth  paragraph  of  his  Letter  to  the  Provincial  Congrsss, 
dated  February  25 : — 

In  Provincial  Co?iGRBss,AVw- Fort,  T^firwory  28,  1776. 
Sib  :  Should  anything  that  follows  enable  you  to  answer  any  matters 
objected  to  the  care  or  conduct  of  the  present  Representatives  of  this 
Colony,  it  will  apologise  for  my  giving  the  trouble  of  this  narrative. 

On  the  15th  oi  January,  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  that  the  troops 
in  Canada  should  be  formed  into  a  regiment,  and  to  raise  a  regiment  for 
the  service  in  Canada,  with  the  gentlemen  of  Mhany  for  Field-Oflicers, 
"came  to  hand.  On  the  next  day  a  copy  was  forwarded  to  General 
Schuyler.  Some  time  after,  the  Committee  of  Safety  were  informed  that 
General  Schuyler  had  a  prior  copy  of  that  resolve,  and  had  issued  war- 
rants. Sundry  resolutions  of  Congress,  passed  at  different  times,  from  the 
8th  to  the  20th  of  January,  inclusive,  among  which  is  the  direction  for 
raising  four  regiments,  came  to  hand  on  the  23d,  in  the  evening ;  and 
copies  were  that  night  prepared,  and  next  morning  despatched  to  General 
Schuyler.  The  Committee  of  Safety,  few  in  number,  could  not  fix  on 
proper  persons  for  officers  in  each  County,  nor  determine  the  numbers 
the  respective  Counties  would  probably  raise,  and  was  uncertain.  To 
wait  the  meeting  of  the  Convention,  would  cause  great  delay.  Therefore, 
as  fast  as  they  jould  be  prepared,  letters  were  despatched  to  the  County 
Committees,  directing  them,  with  the  advice  of  the  County  Deputies, 
where  it  could  be  obtained,  to  recommend  proper  officers,  and  report  the 
number  of  men  who  could  be  raised  for  the  service  in  their  respective 
Counties ;  and  on  the  27th  the  terms  of  pay,  &c.,  instructions  for  inlist- 
ing,  and  warrants  for  the  officers,  were  printed  and  ready. 

On  the  31st  o{ January  the  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  passed 
into  the  Colony  Treasury.  The  Committee,  having  had  the  information 
above-mentioned  as  to  General  Schuyler's  warrants,  and  for  many  rea- 
sons, (exclusive  of  economy,)  being  of  opinion  that  the  regiment  would 
be  most  easily  raised  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  Colony,  on  the  6th  of 
February  despatched  the  money  for  that  regiment  to  General  Schuytei: 
On  the  12lh  o(  February,  a  letter  was  received  from  the  General,  dated  on 
the  6th,  mentioning  the  companies  he  had  ordered  to  be  raised  for  gar- 
risoning Crotm-Poini,  Tlcanderoga,  Fort  George,  &c.,  and  that  the 
Committee  would  probably  receive  instructions  from  Congress  that  they 
should  form  part  of  that  regiment ;  and  soon  after,  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  5th  February,  directing  the  General  to  complete  the  ap- 
pointments in  that  regiment,  came  to  hand.  From  this  state  of  fiicls,  sir, 
you  will  see  that  only  three  weeks  elapsed  from  the  first  notice  received 
by  the  Committee  about  Colonel  Van  Schaick'a  Regiment  until  it  was 
taken  out  of  their  hands.  They  would  willingly  undertake  any  duty  to 
relieve  General  Schuyler;  but,  few  in  number,  at  a  great  distance,  in  the 
midst  of  winter,  without  any  member  from  .Albany,  or  the  northern  parts 
of  the  Colony,  (in  which  alone  a  regiment  for  those  gentlemen  could  be 
raised,)  they  had  nothing  in  their  power. 

The  season  of  the  year,  the  distance,  and  the  assembling  County 
Committees,  required  time  for  answers.  On  the  15lh  of /"eArHarj,  the 
Convention  being  assemliled,  amongst  other  things,  resolved  that  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  officers  should  be  appointed  in  each  County  to  command 
the  men  to  be  raised  in  the  same ;  and  that,  in  the  appointment  of  such 
officers,  those  who  served  their  much-injured  country  in  the  last  cam- 
paign ought  to  have  the  preference. 

The  Convention  considered  the  returns  of  those  which  had  made  re- 
turns ;  apportioned  the  four  regiments ;  and  issued  warranU  to  the  offi- 
cers, or  despatched  them,  with  the  said  resolves,  to  the  County  Commit- 
tees. On  the  22d  instant  was  received  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
15th,  that  such  of  the  officers  who  scn-ed  faithfully  in  Canada  the  last 
campaign  as  are  willing  to  continue  there,  be  preferred  in  the  new  levies 
of  the  Colony  of  JWiD-roi*- to  others. 

The  resolution  for  forming  two  regiments  of  the  troops  in  Canada 
(however  difficult  to  be  executed)  remained  in  full  force,  and  not  super- 
seded :  and  this  occasioned  the  letter  of  the  22d  from  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, to  know  who  of  them  were  provided  for  before  they  appointed 
Field-Officers.  _  rj  .         jr- 

Colonel  Mc  Dougall  on  the  spot  in  a  consUnt  tour  of  duty,  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cortlandt,  in  Westchester,  ready  when  required,  allowed 
the  more  time  to  determine.  I  expect  the  officers  will,  in  some  places, 
recruit  fast;  and,  should  a  few  of  them  foil,  some  gentlemen  have  offeTed 
full  companies,  for  whom  there  are  at  present  no  vacancy. 
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"  Mexsures  are  taken  to  complete  Colonel  Va^  Schaick's 
Re^'iment,  and  I  hope,  with  the  assistance  which  tlie  Com- 
mittee of  this  City  and  County  affords  me,  that  it  will  be 
speedily  accomplished.  But  1  am  distressed  in  the  highest 
degree  for  arms,  clothing,  blankets,  and  every  other  necessa- 
ry. I  must  therefore  entreat  that  those  things  may  be  sent 
up  the  soonest  possible,  together  with  one  hundred  barrels 
of  pitch,  ten  of  turpentine,  and  tw  o  tons  of  oakum.  I  wish 
these  things  to  !)e  put  on  board  of  a  vessel,  and  sent  up  as 
soon  as  possible.     I  suppose  the  river  will  soon  be  open. 

"  Captain  Horton,  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  is  willing  to 
continue  in  the  service ;  so  is  Captain  Henry  B.  Livitig- 
ston.  1  wish  the  latter  could  be  proinoted,  out  of  respect 
to  his  family  as  well  as  his  own  merit. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"Philip  Schuyler. 

"To  the  President  of  the  New-York  Congress." 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  purchase 
immediately,  viz. :  One  hundred  barrels  of  Pitch,  ten  barrels 
of  Turpentine,  and  two  tons  of  Oakum,  and  have  them  put 
on  board  of  the  first  Sloop  for  Albany,  directed  to  Walter 
Livingston,  Esq.,  or  his  Deputy. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Boyd,  dated  at  JSew-lVindsor,  the 
23d  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  informs  that 
he  has  got  the  best  Gunsmith  Shop  in  the  Colonies ;  that 
he  finds  it  difficult  to  get  workmen ;  that  he  will  deliver 
Arms  for  the  publick  money  he  received  ;  and  that  he  is  in- 
clined to  think  he  shall  not  proceed  further  on  his  old  con- 
tract. 

A  Petition  oi  Azor  Beits  was  read  and  filed.  A  Certi- 
ficate, or  endorsement  thereon,  signed  by  William  Ellsworth, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Kingston,  was  also  read 
and  filed.  The  said  Azor  Betts  begs  leave  to  return  to  * 
sense  of  his  duty  to  his  country,  and  requests  forgiveness 
and  protection.  The  said  certificate  mentions  that  he  had 
offered  to  sign  a  recantation,  and  make  oath  for  his  future 
good  behaviour. 

Die  Jovis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  February  29,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel   Lott,  Mr.  Frince,  Mr.  R%it- 

gers,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Dennhig,  Mr.  J.  Van  Cort- 

landt. 
For  Albany. — General    Ten    Broeck,    Mr.    Yates,   Mr. 

Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefevcr,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Gelston. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Major  R.  G. 

Livingston,  Major  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Dr.  Graham. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderhilt,  Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  W.  Williams. 

A  Return  of  Officers  to  fill  up  several  vacancies  occasion- 
ed by  promotions  in  the  Florida  and  Warwick  Regiments, 
subscribed  by  John  Hathom,  Chairman,  dated  at  Goshen, 
the  28th  instant,  was  read  and  filed. 

They  thereby  return  for  Officers  in  the  late  Captain  Hen- 
ry Wisner's  Company :  Abraham  Dolson  for  Captain ; 
Henry  Bartolf,  First  Lieutenant;  John  Hopper,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  and  Matthias  Dolson,  Ensign. 

In  Captain  Isathaniel  Elmore's  Company  :  John  Sayre, 
First  Lieutenant ;  John  Kennedy,  Second  Lieutenant. 

And  in  the  late  Captain  Qharles  Bcardsley  s  Company : 
John  Minihom,  Captain  ;  Nathaniel  Kctchum,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  George  Vance,  Second  Lieutenant ;  and  John  Be- 
nedict, Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen. 

Colonel  John  Williams  applied  for  blank  Commissions 
for  three  Companies  of  Minute-men  in  Charlotte  County, 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  County  Committee  of  Charlotte 
County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissions  for  three  Companies, 
signed  and  attested,  and  otherwbe  blank,  be  delivered  to 


Colonel  John  Williavts,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  said  County 
Committee. 

Francis  Lewis,  Esq.,  from  the  Continental  Congress, 
came  into  Congress,  and  informed  them  that  a  quantity  of 
Gunpowder  at  Brunswick  is  to  be  forwarded  to  General 
Washington.  That  he  had  given  order  to  have  it  forward- 
ed to  Paulus-Hook. 

Mr.  Ki7ig,  who  came  with  the  Powder,  came  into  Con- 
gress, ftlr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Ki7ig  informed  that  there  was 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  Wagons,  and  that  Mr.  Dennis 
was  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  safely  sent  by  water  to 
Brown's  Ferry. 

This  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  Mr.  King  should  return 
and  get  the  Powder  forwarded,  and  that  this  Congress  should 
not  give  any  order  about  the  Powder  in  Jersey,  until  it  ar- 
rives at  Paulus-Hook. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt  and  Mr.  Prince 
be  a  Committee  to  procure  Wagons  to  carry  the  said  Pow- 
der forward. 

The  Meinbei-s  were  charged  from  the  Chair  to  keep  tliis 
matter  about  the  Gunpowder  secret. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  February  29,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Van 
Cortlandt,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Cap- 
tain Rutgers,  Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 
Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  A.  Bancker. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck:,  Major  SchcTwk. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Dr.  Graham,  Colonel 
Drake. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore.  . 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

Niks  Christian  left  England  the  2d  or  3d  of  November, 
eleven  weeks  ago ;  was  chief  Mate  of  the  Ship  Harriet, 
sailed  this  day  for  Boston ;  that  no  other  vessel  sailed  with 
them  ;  no  Troops  left  England  when  he  sailed.  That  some 
transports  were  gone  to  Ireland,  and  sixty  or  seventy  trans- 
ports were  at  Depiford,  to  go  to  Ireland.  That  they  had 
eighty  hogs  on  board,  (thirty  are  now  alive.)  one  hundred 
and  forty  bushels  of  potatoes,  one  hundred  and  four  chal- 
drons of  coal,  and  a  quantity  of  porter  and  a  parcel  of 
onions.  That  the  Troops  from  Ireland  are  to  go  to  Bos- 
ton. That  General  Gage  was  arrived,  and  was  blamed 
for  leaving  Boston.  That  the  people  of  London  are  in  ge- 
neral in  favour  of  America.  That  in  Ireland  they  have 
pressed  recruits ;  that  he  did  not  hear  of  any  recruiting 
in  England.  Trade  dull ;  the  American  ships  laid  up.  Did 
not  hear  of  any  Commissioners  coming  over.  That  he  was 
bred  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  That  the  Pilots  fre- 
quently came  on  shore  for  fowls.  That  their  ship  has  not 
received  any  supply  of  provisions  or  flour,  except  a  few 
fowls.  That  the  Captain's  order  was  not  to  any  particular 
port,  but  to  any  place  where  the  Army  is. 

The  said  Niles  Christian  requested  a  pass  to  go  to  Cam- 
bridge. 

Thereupon,  a  Passport  was  given  to  him  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

The  bearer  hereof,  Niles  Christian,  late  Mate  of  the 
transj)ort  Ship  Harriet,  who  has  escaped  from  the  said  shi|), 
and  whose  former  stated  place  of  residence  was  at  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts- Bay,  is  hereby  permitted  to  pass  to 
Cambridge,  in  Massachusetts-Bay. 

Joseph  Booth,  attending  at  the  door,  sent  in  a  Certificate, 
dated  26th  instant,  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for 
Newtown,  in  Fairfield  County,  certified  by  Caleb  Baldwin, 
Clerk  of  the  said  Committee,  which  was  read.  It  is  there- 
by certified  that  Joseph  Booth,  the  bearer,  had  lately  served 
his  country  as  a  faithful  friend  and  soldier  in  the  Northern 
Army,  under  the  command  of  General  Schuyler.  That  he 
had  suffered  by  the  stoppage  of  his  cattle  at  Bedford,  on 
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the  way  to  Netv-YorJc  market;  that  he  is  the  owner  of 
the  said  cattle,  and  that  the  said  Committee  take  pleasure 
in  recommending  him  as  a  friend  to  his  country. 

The  Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration,  and  came 
to  the  following  determination,  to  wit: 

Whereas  a  large  supply  of  fresh  Provisions  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  Contbental  Army  in  and  near  the  City  of 
New-  York  : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  no  obstruction  whatsoever 
be  given  to  any  pci-son  or  persons  in  passing  and  repassing 
through  any  of  the  Counties  in  this  Colony  with  fat  Cattle, 
Sheep,  Hogs,  or  any  kind  of  Provisions,  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  City  of  New-  York,  or 
the  Continental  Amiy  in  and  near  the  said  City,  unless  such 
person  or  persons  shall  have  been  adjudged  to  be,  or  held 
up  as  inimical  to  this  country. 

A  Certificate  was  also  given  to  the  said  Joseph  Booth,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  the  bearer  hereof,  Joseph  Booth,  be  per- 
mitted to  pass  with  his  drove  of  Cattle  to  the  City  of  JVetc- 
York. 

George  Cook  sent  into  Congress  a  Certificate,  or  Receipt, 
which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"Received,  New-York,  February  28,  1776,  of  Mr. 
George  Cook,  fifty  Pouches  and  fifty  Bayonet  Belts ;  to 
the  best  of  my  judgment,  in  good  order. 

"  Richard  Norwood, 
"  Commissary  of  Colony  Stores." 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  George  Cook  the  sum  of  thirty- 
five  Pounds,  for  the  said  Pouches  and  Bayonet  Belts. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  subject  of  a  further  emission  of  Paper  Money,  was  post- 
poned until  to-morrow  morning. 

The  case  of  the  Prisoners  confined  in  the  Guard-House 
for  being  concerned  or  instrumental  in  spiking  up  the  Can- 
non near  King's  Bridge,  with  the  evidence  against  them, 
is  appointed  to  be  heard  and  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow afternoon. 

Die  Mercurii,  A.  M.,  March  1,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Roosevelt,  Colonel  Lott,  Major 
Stoutenburgh,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Ual- 
ktt,  Mr.  iPan  Zandt,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Denning. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  General  Ten 
Broeck. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Ho- 
hart. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lcfever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Dutchess. — Col.  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Major  R.  G.  Li- 
vingston, Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Major  Schenck. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake, 
Dr.   Graham. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Co\one\- Allison. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  JVtUiams. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

Captain  Smith,  the  Engineer,  came  to  Congress,  and  was 
admitted.  He  reported  that,  by  order  of  General  Lee,  he 
had  been  up  to  the  Highlands,  and  surveyed  the  ground  at 
Pooplopen's  Kill.  That  the  ground  is  staked  out.  That  he 
will  send  a  draft  of  the  fortification  intended  to  be  erected 
to  the  Commissioners,  as  soon  as  possible.  That  he  thinks 
the  fort  may  be  built  at  an  easy  expense,  as  wood  and  fas- 
cines are  handy  ;  as  to  embrasures,  and  the  number  of  can- 
non requisite,  he  would  send  up  a  draft  for  that  purpose. 
That  a  fort  is  laid  out  about  five  hundred  yards  to  the  east- 
ward of  i^ort  Constitution,  on  a  commanding  situation,  com- 
manding the  passage  up  and  down  the  river,  and  scours  the 
West-Point.  Between  that  and  the  line  which  is  now  laid 
out  at  Constitution  Fort,  is  a  very  commanding  height,  on 
which  ought  to  be  placed  a  Redoubt,  to  prevent  the  works 


being  enfiladed.  To  the  southward,  at  the  distance  of 
about  seventeen  hundred  yards,  is  laid  out  a  fort  on  a  very 
commanding  height,  whicli  will  command  the  northern  and 
western  passage,  of  which  drafts  will  be  sent  up.  These 
forts  are  recommended  to  be  built  of  sods  and  fascines, 
which  nature  has  plentifully  sui)plied  at  Pooplopen's  KiU. 
At  Fort  Constitution  is  a  salt-marsh  meadow,  which  will 
supply  sods  necessary  to  build  forts  at  that  spot.  That 
these  works  may  be  erected  without  Masons  or  Carpenters, 
the  platforms  excepted. 

The  Town-Major  at  the  door,  was  admitted.  He  in- 
formed Congress  that  Rynier  Van  Hoosen  was  taken,  and 
is  in  custody. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  reported  to  General  Lee. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  for  the  emission  of  fifty- 
five  thousand  Pounds,  according  to  the  Order  of  the  Day, 
was  taken  into  consideration,  and  read  and  amended.  And, 
being  again  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  many  amend- 
ments made  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  taken  into  further  consideration  to-morrow. 

The  Congress  are  informed  that  Captain  Smith,  the  En- 
gineer, would  with  pleasure,  if  commanded,  tarry  on  duty 
in  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Hobart  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  wait  on  General  Lee,  and  to  request  that  Captain 
Smith,  the  Engineer,  may  be  ordered  to  remain  on  duty  for 
some  time  in  this  Colony. 

A  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- Jersey, 
made  the  28th  day  of  February,  repealing  their  late  em- 
bargo on  Provisions  from  that  Colony  to  this  City,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"In  Provincial  Congress,  February  28, 1776. 

"  Whereas  the  late  Resolution  of  this  Congress,  prohibit- 
ing the  export  of  Provisions  and  Produce  from  this  Colony 
to  New-  York,  was  founded  on  information  that  the  Ships- 
of-War  in  New-  York  made  captures  of  vessels  so  laden  ; 
and  whereas  the  Congress  are  fully  satisfied  that  the  rea- 
son of  making  said  prohibition  no  longer  subsists  : 

"  It  is  therefore  Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  Resolu- 
tion of  this  Congress,  made  the  21st  day  of  this  instant, 
February,  prohibiting  the  export  of  Provisions  and  Produce 
from  this  Colony  to  the  City  of  New-  York,  be,  and  is  here- 
by repealed. 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes  : 

"  William  Paterson,  Secretary. 

"  Copy  from  the  original :  H.  Remsen." 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Henry  Remsen,  dated  at  Newark, 
29th  February,  informing  of  part  of  the  Continental  Pow- 
der intended  for  Cambridge  being  arrived  at  Newark,  was 
read. 

The  Committee  of  this  Congress  appointed  to  prepare 
Wagons  here  to  carry  it  to  Cambridge,  reported  that  Wa- 
gons stand  ready  to  receive  it  as  fast  as  it  arrives  here. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Remsen' s  Letter  be  committed 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Hallett,  one  of  the  Members  of  this  Con- 
gress. That  he  be  authorized,  and  is  hereby  authorized,  to 
take  such  methods,  and  give  such  directions  for  the  forward- 
ing thereof  to  this  City,  as  he  shall  think  proper  or  most 
safe,  and  without  any  further  information  to  be  given  to 
this  Congress,  until  he  has  the  same  safe  in  this  City. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Curtenius,  on  the  subject  of  a 
demand  of  the  Hospital  stores  in  his  custody,  and  sundry 
other  matters,  were  read  and  filed,  and  is  b  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit: 

"February  24,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  your  orders,  I  desired  Mr. 
Hughes  to  show  me  by  what  authority  he  demanded  the 
stores  taken  out  of  the  lower  Barracks ;  upon  which  he 
showed  me  a  recommendation  hi  his  favour  from  the  Con- 
gress of  this  Province  to  the  Continental  Congress  ;  which 
I  thought  was  not  a  sufficient  authority  for  me  to  deliver  up 
the  stores.  Since  which  he  has  been  at  my  house,  and  told 
me  that,  if  I  would  not  deliver  them  to  him,  the  General 
would  send  a  file  of  soldiers  to  take  them.  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  how  to  act,  the  General  being  impatient  to 
have  an  answer. 

"  Enclosed  are  three  accounts  for  rations  due  to  Captains 
Hulbert,  GriJ/in,  Grenell,  and  their  officers,  amounting  to- 
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one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  pounds  and  seven  shillings ; 
which  sum  they  demand  of  me.  Please  to  let  me  know 
whether  I  must  j)ay  them.  The  rations  are  rather  charged 
under  than  over  the  mark.  Lieutenant  Marvin  also  deli- 
vered me  a  Doctor's  hill,  amounting  to  thirty-two  shillings, 
which  was  for  medicines  administered  to  him  while  he  lay 
at  the  east  end  of  Long-Island,  where  tiiere  was  no  Regi- 
mental Surgeon.  I  have  purchased  three  thousand  bushels 
of  salt,  out  of  the  Ship  Lady  Gage,  to  go  up  to  Albany. 
Should  be  glad  to  have  the  advice  of  Congress  how  to  get 
it  out  of  the  Kills. 

"  Please  return  the  accounts  by  the  Secretary. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"Peter  T.  Curtenius." 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Major-General  Lcc  was 
prepared  by  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  approved  of,  and 
IS  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  February  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  are  informed  by  a  letter  from  Colonel  Curte- 
nius, our  Commissary,  that  Mr.  Hughes  has  demanded  of 
him  (by  your  command,  as  he  says)  certain  Hospital  stores 
in  his  custody  by  our  order,  for  the  use  of  a  General  Hos- 
pital. 

We  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  those  stores  were 
taken  into  the  care  and  direction  of  the  Congress  of  this 
Colony  the  last  summer,  by  order  of  the  honourable  the 
Continental  Congress.  Since  that  time  they  have  been 
under  continual  guard  by  our  directions,  and  that  of  one 
company  at  least  every  night,  and  the  keys  thereof  in  the 
custody  of  our  Commissary. 

Necessity  obliged  us,  though  with  reluctance,  lately  to 
apply  some  part  of  those  stores  to  cover  straw  beds  for  the 
troops.  With  pleasure  we  lately  ordered  out  a  small  part 
of  them  for  the  use  of  a  few  indisposed  troops. 

Should  those  stores  be  applied  to  any  other  use  than 
that  to  which  they  have  been  devoted,  give  us  leave  to  say, 
that  it  is  scarcely  in  the  power  of  the  Continent  to  supply 
an  Hospital. 

To  you,  sir,  we  need  not  mention  the  consequences. 
Add  to  this,  sir,  we  look  upon  ourselves  responsible  for 
them  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  by  their  own 
order  in  the  premises;  and  under  this  apprehension  we  have 
hitherto  acted. 

We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  Major-General  Lee. 

Mr.  William  Williams,  one  of  the  Deputies  from  Cumber- 
land County,  delivered  in  a  Letter  or  Return  of  Field-Offi- 
cers,  recommended  by  the  County  Committee  of  Cumber- 
land County,  dated  the  1st  day  of  February  last,  signed 
Benjamin  Carpenter,  Chairman;  which  was  read  and  filed.* 

Thereupon,   Ordered,    That  Commissions  issue  to  the 

•CuMBERLASD  CouNTT,  WESTMINSTER,  February  1,  1776. 

Mat  it  please  tour  Honour:  We  have,  with  peculiar  pleasure, 
received  the  letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  honourable  Comijiittee  of 
Safety  for  the  Province  oi  JVevi-York,  recommending  peace,  harmony, 
and  unanimity  through  the  County,  in  nominating  the  Field-Officcrs  for 
the  Lower  Kegiment  in  said  County.  At  a  pretty  full  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  for  this  County,  after  mature  consultation  and  de- 
liberation upon  the  matter,  we  have  (with  submission  to  the  honourable 
Congress)  nominated  sundry  gentlemen  to  be  commissioned  as  Field- 
Officcrs  in  the  Lower  Regiment.  And  that  Major  Hunt's  character 
should  not  be  lessened  in  the  view  of  the  honourable  Congress,  we 
must  inform  you  that  the  said  Hunt  entirely  refuses  to  accept  a  commis- 
sion in  the  lower  department. 

We  hope  the  dissensions  and  animosities  which  have  heretofore  been 
80  prevalent  in  the  County  will,  in  a  great  mensure,  for  the  future, 
subside. 

With  grateful  acknowledgments,  we  return  you  our  most  sincere 
thanks  for  the  favourable  notice  you  have  hitherto  expressed  towards  us, 
and  should  be  extremely  glad  for  the  like  future  favours.  Our  nomina- 
tion for  Field-OfBcers  for  the  Lower  Regiment  is  as  follows:  Major 
William  Milliams,  First  Colonel;  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Esq.,  Second 
Colonel;  Oliver  Level,  Esq.,  First  Major;  ^ibijnk  Lovejotj,  Second 
Major ;  Samuel  Minor,  Jun.,  Adjutant ;  Samuel  Fletcher,  Quarter- 
naster. 

Honoured  sir,  by  forwarding  commissions  to  the  above  gentlemen  as 
speedily  as  possible,  we  think  it  will  give  pretty  general  satisfaction  to 
the  County.  And,  wishing  the  Colony  of  J^'ew-Vork  all  imaginable 
peace,  harmony,  and  concord,  we  subscribe  ourselves,  witii  the  greatest 
respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants,  &c. 

By  order  of  the  County  Committee: 

Benjamin  Carpenter,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 
oi  JVeTv-Vork.    To  be  communicated  to  said  Coggress. 


gentlemen  recommended  by  the  County  Committee  for  Of- 
ficers of  the  lower  Regiment  of  Cumberland  County,  as 
follows,  to  wit :  To  William  Williams,  Esq.,  as  Colonel ; 
to  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Esq.,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  to 
Oliver  Lovel,  Esq.,  as  First  Major;  to  Abijah  Lovcjoy, 
Esq.,  as  Second  Major;  to  Samuel  Minor,  Jun.,  Gentle- 
man, as  Adjutant,  and  to  Samuel  Fletcher,  Gentleman,  as 
Quartermaster  of  said  Regiment. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Cumberland  County, 
signed  by  Benjamin  Carpenter,  their  Chairman,  dated  the 
2d  day  of  February  last,  delivered  to  the  President  by  Ma- 
jor MWiam  Williams,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"Cumberland  County,  Westminster,  February  2,  1776. 

"Sir:  As  this  is  an  infant  County,  (though  heartily  dis- 
posed in  the  cause  of  American  liberty,)  we  are  at  present 
unable  to  furnish  our  Delegate  with  the  cash  which,  per- 
haps, may  be  absolutely  necessary  to  supply  his  present 
necessities.  The  County  is  about  raising  a  tax,  which  is 
already  voted  by  the  County  Committee,  and  we  are  deter- 
mined to  raise  said  tax  as  quick  as  we  possibly  can  ;  there- 
fore should  be  exceeding  glad,  under  our  present  necessi- 
ties, that  our  Delegate  (Major  William  Williams')  might 
receive  out  of  the  Provincial  Treasury  the  sum  of  forty 
pounds,  New-York  currency. 

"  We  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  remit  said  sum  of  forty 
pounds  to  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  at  Netv- 
Yorlc.  The  Congress  complying  with  our  request  will 
much  oblige  your  most  obedient  servants,  &ic. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Cumberland 

■' '  "Benjamin  Cakpentek,  Chairman. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress for  the  Colony  of  New-York." 

The  Congress  took  the  said  Letter  into  consideration ; 
and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  on  loan  to  Major  Wil- 
liam Williams,  on  the  credit  of  Cumberland  County  Com- 
mittee in  general,  and  oi  Benjamin  Carpenter  (the  Chair- 
man of  the  said  Committee)  in  particular,  and  Major  Wil- 
liam Williams  therein  named,  the  sum  of  forty  Pounds,  to 
be  repaid  in  such  manner  as  this  or  some  future  Provincial 
Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  shall  direct ;  and  that  in 
the  mean  time,  until  such  payment  be  made  or  discounted 
by  some  order  of  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety,  the 
said  Benjamin  Carpenter  and  William  Williams  jointly,  and 
each  of  them  separately,  be  considered  as  indebted  to  the 
said  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  his  executors  or 
administrators,  in  the  sum  of  forty  Pounds,  ^'ew-York 
money,  for  so  much  money  lent,  to  be  repaid  on  demand ; 
and  in  default  of  such  payment  or  discount  by  order  of 
Congress  or  of  Committee  of  Safety,  to  be  recovered  by 
the  said  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  his  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators, by  suit  at  law  or  otherwise,  with  all  costs  and 
disbursements. 

And  Ordered  further.  That  the  said  original  Letter  be 
made  a  part  of  the  draft  of  the  Minutes  of  this  Congress ; 
and  that  the  Secretaries  deliver  certified  copies  of  the  said 
Letter  and  this  entry,  to  be  filed  with  the  said  Treasurer  as 
liis  voucher  for  the  said  sum  of  forty  Pounds. 

A  Return  of  the  Officers  of  a  Company  of  Minute-men, 
in  Beekman  Precinct,  dated  23d  February  last,  and  signed 
by  James  Vandenburgh  and  Ebenezer  Cary,  two  of  the 
Committee,  was  read  and  filed.  They  thereby  return  the 
following  gentlemen  as  duly  and  unanimously  elected  by 
the  Company,  to  wit :  William  Clark,  Captain  ;  Benjamin 
Noxon,  First  Lieutenant ;  Martin  Cornell,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Nathaniel  Cary,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen 
accordingly. 

4to  ho.  P.  M.,  March  1,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,    Major  Stouten- 
burgh.  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Scott, 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 
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For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham.  Yates, 

Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gehton,  Mr.  Ho- 

bart. 
For  Ddtchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Livingston, 

Major  R.  G.  Livingston,  Major  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  A.  Bancker. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.   Ward,  Dr.  Graham,  Colonel 

Drake. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Lefferise,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

The  Memorial  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Curtis,*  requesting  to  be 
appointed  Surgeon  to  a  Regiment,  was  read  and  filed ;  and 
the  Certificate  of  Dr.  John  Jones  and  Dr.  Bard,  therein  re- 
cited, was  also  read  and  highly  approved  of. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Curtis  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  a  Surgeon  for  one  of  the  Regiments  now 
raising  in  this  Colony  ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  he  take 
the  care  of  such  indisposed  Troops  of  any  of  the  said  four 
Regiments  as  are  or  may  be  in  the  City  of  New-  York,  until 
further  order,  or  until  he  shall  be  appointed  to  attend  or 
take  the  care  of  one  Regiment  in  particular. 

A  Return  of  Officers  of  the  Militia  Company  in  Colonel 
Drake's  Regiment,  whereof  Ebenezer  Slason  (now  pro- 
moted to  be  a  Major)  was  late  Captain,  dated  this  day,  and 
subscribed  by  Samuel  Drake  and  Lewis  Graham,  was  read 
and  filed. 

The  following  Officers  are  thereby  returned :  Henry  Sla- 
son is  thereby  returned  for  Captain,  Ebenezer  Schojield  to 
be  First  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Waterbury  to  be  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  David  Purdy  to  be  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Leffertse  informed  the  Congress  that  the  Militia  of 
King's  County  have  elected  their  officers  ;  that  to-morrow 
will  be  a  time  of  general  meeting  of  the  officers ;  and  that, 
if  Commissions  could  be  delivered  to  him,  the  Committee  of 
King's  County  could,  to-morrow,  fill  up  Commissions  for 
such  officers  as  are  willing  to  accept,  and  brmg  m  the  re- 
turns without  delay. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  twenty-eight  Commissions 
for  seven  Companies  be  given  to  Judge  Leffertse. 

A  Letter  froni  William  Bedloio,  Jonathan  Latvrence,  and 
Thomas  Palmer,  at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Fort  Constitution,  February  29,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  the  order  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  by  Messrs.  Palmer  and  Livingston,  accom- 
panied with  Colonel  Smith  the  Engineer,  who  has  planned 
the  fortifications  agreeable  to  the  said  order,  and  much  to 
our  satisfaction ;  and  you  may  be  assured  that  nothing  shall 
be  wanting  on  our  part  to  prosecute  the  same.  But  in  order 
to  give  the  troops  stationed  here  (and  who  are  expected  to 
perform  the  labourere'  work)  better  spirits,  we  beg  leave  you 
would  enable  us  to  give  them  such  further  allowance  of  pro- 
visions to  each  labourer  as  we  may  see  necessary,  their  pre- 
sent allowance  being  really  too  small  for  labouring  men. 

'To  the  Honourable  the  Itepresentatives  of  the  Colony  o/Nkw-Yobk, 

in  Provincial   Convention  assembled. 

The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  Bbnjamix  Cuiitis,  of  the  City  of 

New-York,  humbly  sho-weth: 

That  your  Memorialist  has  studied  physick  and  surgery  in  a  regular 
way  ;  and  that,  having  an  inclination  to  serve  his  country  in  the  capacity 
of  a  Surgeon  in  the  Army,  he  has  submitted  to  an  examination  by  Doc- 
tors Janes  and  Bard,  from  whom  he  has  received  a  certificate  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

"  This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  subscribers,  have  carefully  and  strictly 
examined  Mr.  Benjamin  Curtis,  respecting  his  knowledge  in  physick 
and  surgery,  and  that  we  find  him  well  acquainted  with  the  principles  of 
his  profession,  and  very  properly  qualified  to  act  as  Surgeon  of  a  Regi- 
ment. 

"  In  testimony  of  which,  we  have  with  pleasure  given  him  this  certifi- 
cate.    Dated  in  A'eio-York,  the  29th  day  of  February,  1776." 

That  having  such  testimonials  of  his  ability  in  his  profession,  he  flat- 
ters himself  he  shall  be  favoured  with  the  attention  of  the  Convention ; 
and  therefore  your  Petitioner  prays  that  he  may  be  appointed  Surgeon 
to  a  Regiment.  And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray, 
^(^  Benjahin  Cubtis. 

Niw-YoEK,  March  1,  1776. 


"  We  would  also  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you,  that,  as 
the  works  now  laid  out  are  extensive  and  at  seven  miles 
distance  from  each  other,  four  Commissioners  (two  at  Poop- 
lopen's  Kill  and  two  at  this  post)  will  bo  necessary,  they 
acting  jointly  at  all  the  works.  And  if  your  honourable 
House  should  be  of  the  same  sentiment,  that  we  may  have 
one  more  added  to  our  present  number,  we  would  pre- 
sume to  recommend  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  as  a  gentleman 
from  whose  abilities  the  publick  service  would  be  benefited 
up  here. 

"We  are,  gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  humble  ser- 
vants, "William  Bedlow, 

"Jonathan  Lawrence, 
"Thomas  Palmer. 
"  To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  New-  York." 

Messrs.  Scott  and  Hobart  returned  from  Major-General 
Lee,  and  reported  that  he  consents  that  Captain  Smith,  the 
Engineer,  shall  remain  in  this  Colony  for  some  time  ;  that 
General  Lee  has  not  an  immediate  occasion  for  the  wagons 
mentioned  this  morning ;  and  that  he  thanks  Congress  for 
the  offer  of  cash  to  furnish  necessaries,  and  will  call  on  tliem 
if  he  shall  have  occasion. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Resolu- 
tions of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  15th  of  February, 
relating  to  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands, 'and  the  Let- 
ter  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  29th  February  last ;  and, 
after  a  considerable  time  spent  therein,  the  Congress  came 
to  the  following  determination,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  for  building  the  Forti- 
fications in  the  Highlands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  autho- 
rized to  employ  Vessels  for  quartering  the  Troops  to  build 
the  Foil  at  Pooplopen's  Kill,  until  Barracks  are  built ;  and, 
also,  that  they  be  authorized  to  call  in  as  many  of  the  Mi- 
nute-men of  Colonel  Palmer's  Regiment  as  can  be  em- 
ployed there  ;  and  in  case  they  cannot  get  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  Minute-men,  to  order  as  many  of  the  Continental 
Troops,  raised  in  the  Counties  of  Orange,  Ulster,  West- 
chester, and  Dutchess,  to  that  post,  as  will  be  necessary  to 
expedite  the  said  works. 

Ordered,  further.  That  such  Continental  Troops  as  may 
be  called  and  employed  at  the  said  works,  be  continued 
there  until  the  further  order  of  the  Continental  or  this  Con- 
gress, the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  commanding  Officer 
of  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  Department. 

And  on  considering  the  Letter  from  the  said  Commis- 
sioners at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Gilbert  Livingston,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  an  additional  Commissioner 
to  superintend  the  building  of  the  said  Fortifiatious  in  the 
Highlands. 

Mr.  Hobart  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Yates,  that 
a  CoiTimittee  be  appointed  to  draw  and  report  a  Plan  of  an 
Election  for  a  new  Provincial  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Hobart,  and  Mr.  Yates, 
be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Elias  Nixen,  the  Port-Master,  at  the  door,  was  admitted. 
He  informed  the  Congress  that  the  Officer  of  the  Port-Guard 
had  seized  and  taken  two  servants  of  Govemour  Tryon,  who 
came  ashore  in  a  boat,  with  a  quantity  of  linen  to  be 
washed.  That  he  had  informed  the  Officer  of  the  Guard 
that  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  directions  of  this  Congress 
for  persons  to  come  on  shore  from  Governour  Tryon' s  Ship  ; 
that  the  Officer  persisting  that  it  was  agreeable  to  his  orders 
from  the  General,  he  prevailed  on  him  to  send  up  to  the 
General.  The  Officer  said  the  General  ordered  that  they 
should  not  be  discharged  ;  and  that  the  said  two  servants 
were  sent  to  the  Guard-House,  and  in  custody. 

The  Port-Master  further  informs  that  his  office  is  become 
useless;  that  the  Guards  have  fired  at  several  boats  this 
day ;  that  the  General  told  him  last  night  that  no  Provi- 
sions should  go  to  the  Govemour  until  the  occasion  of  his 
having  stopped  a  large  quantity  of  Flour  was  cleared  up , 
and  that  he  has  seen  the  Governour's  two  servants  put  into 
the  Guard-House.  

A.  M.  Die  Sabbati,  March  2, 1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-Yobk. — Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Evert 
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BancJcer.  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  IVUliam  Den- 
ning, Mr.  A.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Scott,  ^twelve  o'clock,)  Mr. 
Cortlamlt,  Major  Stoutenbur^h,  Colonel  Lott. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on 
service,)  Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gekton,  Mr.  Ho- 
hart. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lcfevcr,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Dt'TCHEss. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Major  Schcnck, 
Mr.  G.  Livingston. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Doctor  Graham,  Colonel 
Cortlandt. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Banckcr. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

A  Memorial  of  Robert  Robinson  and  Michael  Price,  set- 
ting forth  the  particular  hardships  of  their  case,  was  read 
and  filed.  They  therein  set  forth  that,  having  been  held  up 
to  their  country  for  their  conduct  in  a  breach  of  a  Resolu- 
tion of  the  Continental  Congress,  they  have  been  for  a  long 
time  excluded  from  all  business;  that  they  are  sincerely 
penitent  for  their  offence  ;  that  they  are  willing  in  this  dis- 
tressed season  of  the  year  to  give  fifty  pounds  for  the  use  of 
the  poor,  and  pray  to  be  restored  to  their  former  standing. 

A  Memorial  of  sundry  respectable  Merchants,  and  other 
inhabitants,  on  behalf  of  the  said  Robinson  and  Price,  was 
also  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Memorials  be  referred  to  Colonel 
Lott,  Mr.  Gamevoort,  and  Mr.  Adrian  Rutgers,  as  a  Com- 
mittee to  report  tiiereon,  and  that  they  report  with  all  con- 
venient speed. 

Two  Orders  from  General  Lee  to  the  Barrackmaster,  for 
ten  Beds,  for  the  use  of  some  sick  Soldiei-s  in  Colonel  Ward's 
Regiment,  and  for  twenty  Iron  Kettles,  for  Ward's  Regi- 
ment, were  read  and  filed.  * 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curteniits  deliver  to  Mr.  Garret 
Roorback,  the  Barrackmaster,  ten  Covers  for  Straw  Beds 
for  the  use  of  some  sick  Soldiers  in  Ward's  Regiment,  and 
at  the  special  request  of  Major-General  Lee. 

Ordered,  further,  That  the  Barrackmaster  furnish  to 
Colonel  Ward,  or  the  Quartermaster  of  his  Regiment,  twen- 
ty Iron  Pots  or  Kettles,  and  take  a  receipt  from  Colonel 
Ward,  or  his  Quartermaster,  for  the  same,  as  delivered  by 
order  of  Major-General  Lee,  on  Continental  account. 

The  Members  of  King's  County,  who  were  appointed  a 
Committee  for  that  purpose,  delivered  in  their  Report ;  which 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  to  inspect  with  regard  to  Billeting  of 
Troops  in  King's  County,  do  report :  That  the  inhabitants 
of  King's  County  cannot  keep  officers  at  less  than  seven 
shillings  per  week  for  a  room,  and  the  following  neces- 
saries, allowing  two  officers  to  a  room ;  and  privates  at 
one  shilling  and  four  pence :  The  officere  and  men  to  be 
supplied  with  the  following  articles,  to  wit:  cribs,  bed-cases, 
bolsters,  pots,  trammels,  tongs  and  shovels,  andirons,  axes, 
candlesticks,  benches,  buckets,  firewood,  candles,  straw, 
house-room. 

•Head-Quakters,  Febniary  29, 177G. — Sin :  You  are  to  supply  Co- 
lonel H'ard't  Regiment  with  a  dozen  beds  and  twenty  kettles. 

Charles  Lee,  Major-General. 
To  the  Commissary  of  Stores,  or  the  Barrackmaster. 

HE*D-Qi7AnTKH9,  JMhrcA  1, 1776. — Sin :  You  will  much  oblige  me  in 
furnishing  the  regiment  of  Hani  with  ten  beds,  which  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  sick.  To  say  the  truth,  it  is  scandalous  that  so  many 
applications  should  be  made  in  vain  for  such  a  trifle  as  ten  beds.  I  must, 
therefore,  once  more  desire  that  they  may  be  furnished  without  delay. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  Chaules  Lee,  Major-General. 

To  Mr.  Roorback,  Barrackmaster. 

New-Yobk,  March  1,  1776. — Sin :  As  my  appointment  to  the  office 
of  Barrackmaster  extends  only  to  the  City  and  County  of  J^e^t!-York,  I 
have  it  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  Excellency's  requisition  in 
regard  to  the  supply  of  troops  in  another  County,  unless  a  special  order 
be  obtained  for  that  purpose  from  the  Congress. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  Excellency's  most  humble  servant, 

GAnuET  KooRBACK,  Jiarrackmaster. 
To  His  Excellency  Mejor-Gcneral  Lee. 


The  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  the  allowance  reported 
is  moderate  and  reasonable,  and  agrees  with  their  Commit- 
tee in  their  said  Report. 

An  Order  from  Mr.  Jonathan  Laivrence,  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  was  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

"Fort  Constitution,  February  28,  1770. 

"Gentlemen:  Please  to  pay  unto  Mv.John  Vanderbilt, 
or  order,  fifty  pounds,  it  being  part  of  my  pay  as  Commis- 
sioner of  Fortifications,  and  for  which  his  receipt  will  be 
acknowledged  by,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

"  Jonathan  Lawrence. 
"To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  oi New-York." 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Mr.  John  Vanderbilt,  or  his 
order,  the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  on  account  of  the  ])ay  due 
to  Mr.  Jonathan  Laurence,  as  one  of  the  Commissioners 
employed  in  erecting  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands, 
and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Colonel  McDovgall  informed  the  Congress  that  Captain 
James  Smith  has  the  care  and  charge  of  the  Sloop  or  Ves- 
sel which  Captain  Rutgers  and  himself  were  directed  by 
this  Congress  to  purchase  and  arm  ;  that  Captain  Smith  has 
had  sundry  disbursements  in  that  matter;  and  also  that 
Wages  are  due  to  the  Men  and  Mariners  employed  in  and 
about  the  said  Sloop  ;  that  Captain  Smith  has  occasion  for 
about  fifty  Pounds  on  account. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Trea- 
surer of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  tliis*  Colony,  advance 
to  Captain  James  Smith  the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  on  ac- 
count of  Wages  for  the  Seamen,  Mariners,  and  Marines, 
belonging  to  the  Sloop  Schuyler,  now  under  his  command, 
and  the  expenses  and  disbursements  of  the  said  James  Smith, 
for  and  on  account  of  the  said  armed  Sloop  and  her  arms 
and  appurtenances. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Richmond  County  was 
read  and  filed.  They  inform  that  Isaac  Decker  and  Minne 
Burger  are  returned  to  Richmond  County,  from  the  Jail  of 
the  Borough  of  Elizabeth ;  and  that,  on  the  28th  February, 
the  day  of  the  date  of  the  postscript  of  the  said  Letter,  they 
had  received  from  Colonel  Thomas  the  charges  against  the 
said  Decker,  Burger,  and  Richard  Conner. 

Information  having  been  given  to  this  Congress,  by  seve- 
ral Members,  that  the  Sentries  placed  near  the  wharves  fre- 
quently fired  at  Boats  and  Sloops,  with  the  inhabitants  of  this 
and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  as  they  are  going  out  and 
coming  into  the  docks  and  slips,  whereby  the  persons  on 
board  are  in  danger  of  losing  their  lives.  "That  the  masters 
of  some  of  those  very  Boats  or  Sloops  had  obtained  passes 
before  they  attempted  to  go  out. 

Information  was  also  given  to  this  Congress  yesterday 
evening,  and  by  some  Members  this  day,  that  all  communi- 
cation with,  and  the  supplies  of  necessary  provision  to,  the 
Ships-of-War  and  Governour  Tryon's  Ship  in  the  harbour  or 
in  the  bays  near  this  City,  is  interdicted ;  and  Mr.  Roose- 
velt informed  the  Congress  that  Colonel  Waterbury  has  lately 
declared  that  the  other  United  Colonies  ought  to  cmsh  this 
Colony  of  JSIeiv-  York ;  and  that  Mr.  Isaac  Sears  had  spo- 
ken of  this  Congress  and  the  General  Committee  of  the 
City  of  New-York  in  the  most  harsh,  disrespectful,  and 
abusive  terms,  many  of  which  were  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Roosevelt  : 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gansevoort, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Hobart,  and  Mr.  Ganse- 
voort be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  Major-General  Lee,  with- 
out delay,  and  request  of  him  the  reason  of  his  interdicting 
the  conmiunication  between  this  City  and  the  Ships-of-War 
and  Governour  Tryon's  Ship,  in  or  near  the  harbour  of  this 
City,  contrary  to  the  Resolves  of  this  Congress  ;  and  also, 
to  request  the  occasion  of  the  firing,  by  the  Soldiery  of  this 
City,  on  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  that  are  coming  to, 
and  going  out  of  the  City. 

And  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith,  Colonel  Lott,  and  Mr. 
Roosevelt,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into,  and  take  exami- 
nations, on  oath,  relative  to  the  Soldiers'  filing  on  the  in- 
habitants in  boats  ;  and  also  as  to  the  declarations  of  Colonel 
Waterbury  and  Mr.  Isaac  Sears,  inimical  to  this  Colony  and 
its  inhabitants. 
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Die  Sabbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  2,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  E.  Bancker,  Mr. 

Denning,  Mr.   Scott,  Mr.   Smith,  Mr.   Halktt  (a  verj' 

short  time.) 
For    ALBA>fY. — General   Ten   Broeck,   Mr.    Yates,   Mr. 

Ganscvoort. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Ho- 

hart. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lcfever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel   Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
ston, Major  Schenck,  Colonel  Humphreys. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  A.  Bancker. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Van  Cortlaridt  only. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
**     N.  B.  King's  and  Cumberland  are  entirely  absent. 

Colonel  Humphreys  informed  the  Congress  that  many  of 
the  Minute-men  of  his  Regiment  are  in  want  of  shoes,  and 
other  small  necessaries ;  and  he  requests  a  sum  of  money 
on  account  for  his  Regiment.  Colonel  Humphreys  was  in- 
formed that  many  of  his  men  are  not  properly  accoutred, 
according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  and  that  some  of 
them  are  not  even  armed ;  that  a  sum  of  money  shall  be 
advanced  to  him,  on  condition  that  the  said  money,  or  so 
much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  shall  be 
laid  out  to  equip  his  men  with  arms  and  accoutrements. 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Colonel 
Humphreys  the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  on  account 
of  the  pay  of  his  Regiment  now  employed  at  New-  York  in 
the  Continental  service,  and  take  Colonel  Humphreys's  re- 
ceipt for  the  same  ;  and  this  money  is  advanced  to  Colonel 
Humphreys  expressly  on  the  condition  above-mentioned. 

The  Committee  who  attended  on  Major-General  Lee, 
returned,  and  made  a  Parole  Report ;  and  they  were  re- 
quested to  deliver  their  Report  in  writing  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress. 

Die  Solis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  March  3,  1776. 

Many  Members  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New- York. — M'c.  Smith,  M'c.  Hallett,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 

For  Albany. — ^General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr. 
Gansevoort. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hohart,  Mr.  Gel- 
ston. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck  only. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Westchester. — Colonl  Van  CortlaTidt. 

Fchl  Richmond. — Mr.  A.  Bancker. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

For  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Members  to  form  a 

Congress,  according  to  the  standing  custom,  (which  is  to 

have  a  majority  of  Counties  represented,)  no  business  could 

be  done ;  and  the  Members  agreed  to  meet  again  at  six 

-  o'clock. 

Die  Solis,  6  ho.  P.  M.,  March  3,  1776. 
Many  of  the  Members  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Smith,  Captain  Den- 
ning, Mr.  Prince. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr. 
Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Living- 
ston. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Ulster Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  ser\'ice.) 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  Tryon.— Mr.  Moore. 

For  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Members,  no  business 

can  be  done ;  and,  therefore,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning. 


Die  Lunffi,  A.  M.,  March  4,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-Yohk. — Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Den- 
ning, Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  E.  Bancker,  Major  Stoutenlmrgh, 

Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  RiUgers,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Beek- 

man,  Mr.  Prince. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr. 

Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Ho- 

bart. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Livitig- 

ston. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  A.  Bancker. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  L. 

Graham. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

A  Letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  dated 
yesterday,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs  that  the 
Quartermaster  of  Colonel  Drake's  Regiment  declines  ser- 
ving any  longer,  and  recommending  Mr.  James  Cock  as  a 
proper  person. 

The  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  tlie  Colonels  of  the  dif- 
ferent Regiments  of  Minute-men  should  appoint  their  own 
Quartermasters,  and  give  them  warrants  accordingly ;  and 
that  this  method  should  be  recommended  to  Colonel  Drake, 
as  occasion  may  require  it ;  and  order  that  Mr.  Benson,  by 
letter,  inform  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  Graham  of  the 
opinion  of  this  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  dated  the  21st 
February,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Paine,  informing  that  he  seems 
active  and  lively,  and  had  been  some  time  employed  during 
some  part  of  last  campaign  in  the  Artillery  service ;  and  that, 
if  there  is  a  vacancy,  it  might  do  well  to  employ  him,  was 
read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Sckayler  of  the  27th  Fe- 
bruary was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  says  that  Captain 
Willett,  during  the  last  campaign,  has  acted  with  remarkable 
attention  and  propriety,  and  that  he  is,  therefore,  entitled  to 
the  attention  of  his  country. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  also  bearing  date 
the  27th  February,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

«  Albany,  Febrnaiy  27,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Last  evening  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  22d  instant.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  in- 
form you  what  officers  from  this  Colony  are  provided  for  in 
Canada.  I  have  never  been  able  to  get  a  return  from 
thence  since  the  order  of  Congress  for  raising  two  battalions 
there  ;  but  as  one  of  these  battalions,  I  suppose,  will  be 
officered  by  the  officers  from  this  Colony,  you  may  make 
a  probable  guess  of  who  will  not  be  employed  there  from 
the  enclosed  list,  on  which  they  stand  in  the  order  of  their 
rank  in  the  Army.  I  have  also  enclosed  a  list  of  such  offi- 
cers as  served  last  campaign,  and  are  now  part  of  Colonel 
Van  Schaick's  Regiment.  Captains  Billings  and  Has- 
brouck,  and  Lieutenant  Whelp  had  warrants  for  raising  men  ; 
but  as  I  have  never  heard  from  them  since  they  left  this,  I 
took  no  notice  of  them  in  the  arrangement  of  this  regiment. 
I  am  extremely  sorry  that  you  cannot  supply  it  with  arms ; 
I  shall  not  know  how  to  furnish  them. 

"  The  arms  of  the  New-York  Troops  were  ordered  to  be 
returned  into  the  publick  stores.  Such  as  were  so,  have 
since  been  issued  to  other  troops  ;  but  many  were  lost  and 
carried  off  by  deserters.  I  shall,  at  a  more  leisure  hour, 
send  you  an  account  of  what  were  received  at  Ticonderoga 
and  Fort  George.  I  do  not  suppose  an  account  was  kept 
of  those  that  were  delivered  in  Canada. 

"  You  will  please  to  order  up  six  hundred  fathoms  of  taiv 
red  rope,  for  painters  for  batteaus,  &.C.,  and  two  fishing- 
nets,  and  rope  for  four. 

"  I  shall  probably  send  into  Canada  some  companies  of 
Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment  before  I  can  hear  from 
you.     Those  officers  I  will  give  commissions  to^  as  I  have 
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some  blank  ones  by  me.  I  wbli  you  to  send  up  the  blank 
commissions  for  the  remainder,  as  I  do  not  know  which  of 
the  officers  nominated  will  accept. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  „  p^^^^^  Schuyler. 

"  To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President,  &c. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  added  Lieutenant-Colonel  Yates  and  Ma- 
jor Gansevoort  to  the  enclosed  list,  as  they  are  at  least 
equally  entitled  to  a  chance  of  preferment  with  any  of  the 
otJier  Field-Officers,  although  they  are  reappointed  to  Colonel 
Van  Schaick's  Regiment." 

The  List  of  Officers  therein  enclosed  was  also  read  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  following  figures  and  words,  to  wit : 

"A  List  of  Officers  of  the  four  Regiments  raised  in  New- 
York  in  1775,  (iiow  in  Canada,)  as  they  rank  Febru- 
ary 28, 1776: 

"FielJ-OJlcen. 

"  Colonel  James  Clinton,  Major  Herman  ZeJtwitz, 

"  Lieut.  Col.  P.  Yates,  at  Albany,  Major  Peter  Gansevoort,  Jiui., 

"  Lieut.  Col.  John  Nicholson,  Major  Lewis  Dubois. 

"  Captains. 

"  Caplain  F.  V.  Weisenfels,  Captain  Jacobus  S.  Bruyn, 

"  Captain  John  Visscher,  Captain  Elisha  Benedict, 

"  Captain  Barcnt  J.  Ten  Eyck,  Captain  John  Graham, 


'  Caplain  William  Goforth, 
"  Captain  Gershom  Mott, 


Captain  Robert  Johnson, 
Captain  David  Palmer. 


'  Firtt  Lieutenants, 


"  First 
"  First 
"  First 
"  First 
"  First 
"First 
»  First 
"  First 


Lieut.  Benjamin  Evans,  First  Lieut. 

Lieut.  William  Gilleylen,  First  Lieut. 

Lieut.  Samuel  Sacket,  First  Lieut. 

Lieut.  Derick  Hansen,  First  Lieut. 

Lieut.  E.  Van  Bunschoten,  First  Lieut. 

Lieut.  Aaron  Austin,  First  Lieut. 

Lieut.  Samuel  T.  Pell,  First  Lieut. 

Lieut  John  Copp,  First  Lieut. 

"  Second  Lieutenants. 


Benjamin  Pclton, 
Thomas  Dewitt, 
Jonathan  Pearey, 
William  McCune, 
Digby  Odium, 
C.  J.  Jansen, 
Matthias  Clark, 
Philip  D.  Revier. 


"  Second  Lieut.  Richard  Piatt,  Second  Lieut.  All)ert  Pawling, 

"  Second  Lieut.  Joseph  Fitch,  Second  Lieut.  G.  Van  Waggenen, 

"Second  Lieut.  James  Gregg,  Second  Lieut.  Alexander  Brink, 

"  Second  Lieut.  John  G.  Lansing,  Second  Lieut.  N.  Van  Rensselaer, 

"Second  Lieut.  R.  S.  McDougall,  Second  Lieut.  William  Martin, 

"  Second  Lieut.  John  Houston,  Second  Lieut.  Wm.  Matlhewman, 

"  Second  Lieut.  Isaac  Van  Wert,  Second  Lieut.  Isaac  Hubbell, 

"Second  Lieut.  Daniel  Gano,  Second  Lieut.  James  Dow, 

"  Second  Lieut.  Roswcll  Beebee,  Second  Lieut.  George  Nicholson, 
"  Second  Lieut.  Timothy  Hughes,        nowTown-Major  at  Montreal." 

"  A.  List  of  the  Officers  of  the  four  New-York  Battalions, 
raised  in  1775,  ivho  have  accepted  Commissions  in  Colo- 
nel Van  Schaick's  Regiment,  viz : 


"  Captain  Daniel  Mills, 
"Captain  Joseph  McCracken, 
"  First  Lieut  Andrew  Fink, 
"  First  Lieut.  Charles  Graham, 


First  Lieut.  Moses  Martin, 
Second  Lieut.  Guy  Young, 
Second  Lieut  John  Barnes." 


On  having  read  General  Schuyler's  Letter, 
Ordered,  That  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  as  Commissary,  pur- 
chase, on  Continental  account,  six  hundred  fathoms  of  Tar- 
red Rope,  for  Painters  for  Batteaus,  &c.,  and  two  good 
Fishing-Nets,  and  Ropes  for  four  Fishing-Nets,  pursuant  to 
a  request  of  Major-General  Schuyler,  by  his  Letter  to  this 
Congress  of  the  27th  ultimo,  and  that  he  forward  the  same 
to  Albany  by  the  first  conveyance,  pursuant  to  the  Gene- 
ral's request. 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  General  Schuyler's  several  Let- 
-ters  above-mentioned,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yours  of  the  21st  and  27th  ultimo,  with  a  list  of  such  offi- 
cers as  have  served  in  the  last  campaign.  We  fear,  from 
a  want  of  proper  information,  and  the  necessity  we  are 
under  of  immediately  completing  the  four  regiments  ordered 
to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  some  gentlemen 
now  absent  may  be  neglected,  whose  merits  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered. In  our  confused  state,  we  shall  endeavour  to  do 
justice  to  individuals,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  pul)- 
lick  service.  In  this  arrangement,  Mr.  Paine's  merit  will 
be  considered- 

In  the  apjxjintment  of  the  Captains  to  our  four  battalions, 
we  have,  through  mistake,  omitted  Captain  Wynkoop,  whose 
services,  during  the  last  summer,  justly  merit  the  attention 
of  the  publick.     We  could  wish,  sir,  it  was  b  your  power 


to  provide  for  him  on  the  lake,  as  we  are  informed  he  is 
well  qualified  for  service  in  that  department ;  but  if  it  should 
not  be  in  your  power  to  provide  for  him,  we  beg  to  have 
the  earliest  notice,  that  we  may  appoint  him  to  the  first  va- 
cancy. 

We  have  ordered  six  hundred  fathoms  of  tarred  rope,  two 
fishing  nets,  and  ropes  for  four,  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Commis- 
sary Livingston,  at  Albany,  to  whom  we  have  also  ordered 
the  quantity  of  pitch  and  tar  you  formerly  wrote  for  to  be 
sent.  You  will  receive  by  this  conveyance  blank  commis- 
sions for  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment. 

We  are,  sir,  with  esteem,  your  obedient  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  Congress. 

To  Major  General  Schuyler. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  Monsieur  Dc  Gas,  to- 
gether with  sixty  blank  Continental  Commissions. 

And  the  same  were  all  transmit{ed  accordingly. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  James  Holmes  to  Captain  Jacolnu, 
Wynkoop,  dated  at  Ticonderoga,  on  the  7  th  day  o{  Decemr 
ber  last,  was  read  and  filed. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
the  3d  of  November  last,  he  therein  directs  Captain  Wyn- 
koop to  make  an  immediate  stoppage  in  the  pay  of  Thomas 
Hampton,  James  Davenport,  and  Henry  May,  late  deserters 
from  Captain  Wynkoop's  Company,  in  Colonel  Holmes's 
Regiment,  to  reimburse  the  sum  of  thirteen  Pounds  eight 
Shillings  and  seven  Pence,  expended  and  paid  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  for  apprehending  the  said  deserters. 

Captain  Wynkoop,  at  the  door,  informs  a  Member  that 
he  has  stopped  the  said  sum  out  of  the  pay  of  the  said  de- 
serters, and  has  the  money  ready  to  pay  to  this  Congress, 
or  their  order. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Jacobus  Wynkoop  pay  to  Peter 
Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Congress, 
the  sum  of  thirteen  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  seven  Pence, 
now  in  his  hands,  stopped  out  of  the  pay  of  Thomas  Hamp- 
ton, James  Davenport,  and  Henry  May,  three  deserters 
from  his  Company,  in  the  Regiment  late  Colonel  Holmes's, 
to  replace  the  money  advanced  and  paid  out  of  the  said 
Treasury  for  the  apprehending  and  sending  back  of  the  said 
deserters  to  their  Regiment ;  and  that  Captain  Wynkoop,  on 
behalf  of  Colonel  Holmes,  take  a  receipt  of  the  Deputy 
Treasurer  for  that  sum. 

Francis  Lewis,  Esq.,  having  informed  this  Congress  that 
he  has  brought  from  Philadelphia  the  separate  sums  for 
which  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  had  obtained  warrants 
from  the  Continental  Congress,  and  requested  the  direction 
of  this  Congress  as  to  the  said  money  ; 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Francis  Leiois,  Esq.,  pay  to 
Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  Dol- 
lars, and  the  further  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  Dollars, 
amounting  together  to  the  sum  of  forty-seven  thousand  Dol- 
lars, obtained  on  two  warrants  from  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. That  Mr.  Lewis  deliver  such  receipts,  or  audited  ac- 
counts, as  he  may  have  taken  for  any  part  of  that  money 
to  the  said  Treasurer  as  cash,  and  that  he  take  the  Treasu- 
rer or  Deputy  Treasurer's  receipt  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Hobart,  from  the  Committee  appointed  on  Saturday 
last  to  call  on  General  Lee  to  know  the  reason  of  the  firing 
by  tlie  Troops  on  persons  coming  to  or  going  out  of  this 
City,  and  the  reason  of  the  interruptions  given  to  the  persons 
having  Passports  from  this  Congress,  delivered  in  their  Re- 
port, in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  The  purport  of  the  Conversation  between  General  Lee 
and  the  Committee. 

"  General  Lee  says  that  he  inhibited  the  communication 
with  the  ships-of-war  and  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  because 
he  was  informed  that  Governour  Tryon  had  seized  a  quan- 
tity of  flour  coming  to  this  market,  which  he  considered  as 
a  breach  of  the  compact,  which,  though  not  perhaps  ex- 
pressly made,  yet  was  undoubtedly  implied,  tliat  while  we 
continued  to  sujiply  them  with  provisions,  they  would  not 
obstruct  any  coming  to  this  market.  That  he  wished  the 
Congress  would  write  to  Governour  Tryon,  and  demand  an 
explanation  of  his  conduct.  That  if  they  should  prefer  the 
mode,  he  would  write  himself.  That  if,  upon  settling  the 
matter,  the  Congress  should  incline  to  continue  the  daily 
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supplies  of  provisions,  he  would  give  the  necessary  orders 
to  the  port  guard,  provided  that  no  person  from  the  shore 
should  be  allowed  to  go  on  board  the  said  ships,  nor  any 
person  to  come  on  shore  from  the  same,  as  he  could  not  per- 
mit a  personal  communication  to  be  any  longer  kept  up. 
And  as  to  the  firing  on  the  boats,  he  assured  the  Commit- 
tee that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  a  misconstruction  of  his 
general  orders.  That  if  Congress,  or  any  individual,  would 
draw  up  a  set  of  instructions  for  the  direction  of  the  port 
guard  that  shall  effectually  prevent  such  inconvenience  for 
the  future,  he  would  readily  sign  it." 

A  part  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  U^lliam  Bedlow,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  to 
Mr.  John  Berrien,  was  read. 

Mr.  Bedlow  thereby  informs  that  they  are  in  want  of 
cash  to  pay  wages  and  discharge  some  of  the  debts  of  last 
year,  and  to  purchase  necessaries  ;  and  requesting  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  expended  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Fortifications  on  Continental  account. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston, 
Esq.,  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  deliver  to  Mr.  John 
Berrien,  as  Commissary  to  the  Commissioners,  for  erecting 
Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  and  one  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  on  Continental 
account,  towards  the  expense  of  erecting  the  said  Fortifica- 
tions, and  that  the  Treasurer  take  Mr.  Berrien's  receipt  for 
the  same. 

Nicholas  Bayard,  Esq.,  this  morning  attending,  was  ad- 
mitted. He  informed  the  Congress  that  a  Grenadier  Com- 
pany of  Colonel  Lasher's  Regiment  had  been  the  guard  of 
the  Records  of  this  Colony  since  they  have  been  at  his 
house  ;  that  he  has  been  informed  it  is  to  be  changed,  and 
their  place  supplied  by  another  Company  ;  that  the  said 
Grenadier  Company  have  behaved  so  prudently,  that  it 
would  oblige  him  to  have  them  continued. 

The  Congress  took  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith,  Colonel  Lott, 
and  Mr.  Roosevelt,  be  a  Committee  to  speak  to  Colonel 
Lasher,  and  with  him  determine  on  what  guard  will  be  pro- 
per and  necessary  for  a  guard  to  the  said  Records  at  Mr. 
Bayard's. 

Colonel  McDongall  informed  the  Congress  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  arms  for  the  men  of  the  different  Com- 
panies now  inlisting  in  this  City,  that  they  may  have  arms 
if  called  to  service,  and  that  they  may  become  inured  to 
the  use  of  arms. 

Ordered,  That  Richard  Norwood,  Commissary  of  this 
Colony's  Stores,  deliver  to  Colonel  McDougall,  or  his  order, 
such  Arms  and  Accoutrements  from  time  to  time,  in  store,  as 
he  shall  direct  for  the  Troops,  and  take  the  receipts  of  such 
Captains  to  whom  such  Arms  and  Accoutrements  are  or 
shall  be  delivered., 

Mr.  Prince,  one  of  the  Members  appointed  to  forward 
the  Continental  Powder  to  Cambridge,  informed  this  Con- 
gress that  the  wagoners  here  employed  in  the  Continental 
service,  going  to  Cambridge  with  the  Continental  Powder, 
said  they  could  not  proceed  without  some  money  to  defray 
their  expenses.  That  he  had  advanced  to  the  three  wa- 
goners who  went  off  with  loaded  wagons  this  morning 
twenty  Pounds  on  account,  in  part  of  their  pay ;  that  the 
other  three  wagoners  who  are  to  set  off  this  afternoon,  ex- 
pect to  receive  the  like  sum  in  advance. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Livingston,  Esq. 
advance  to  Mr.  Samuel  Prince  the  sum  of  forty  Pounds  on 
account,  in  part  of  the  hire  of  the  wagonere  carrying  Con- 
tinental Gunpowder  to  Cambridge,  and  that  the  Treasurer 
take  Mr.  Prince's  receipt  for  the  same,  and  charge  it  to 
Continental  account. 

The  Congress  were  informed  by  Colonel  McBougaU  that 
General  Lee  has  received  Letters  from  General  Washington 
and  General  Greene,  in  substance  giving  information  that 
General  Howe  is  removing  their  spare  and  heavy  cannon 
and  howitzers  from  Bunker's  Hill  on  board  of  transports  ; 
that  the  transports  are  drawn  up  to  the  wharves  ;  and  that 
the  officers'  baggage  are  taken  on  board  of  the  trans- 
ports ;  and  that  it  is  probable  that  the  Ministerial  Troops 
will  soon  leave  Boston.  Colonel  McDougall  is  requested 
to  obtain  extracts  in  writing  from  Major-General  Lee,  of 
such  parts  of  the  said  Letters  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  con- 


sidered by  Congress ;  and  that  Mr.  Smith,  Colonel  Loit, 
Mr.  Hobart,  and  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  be  a  Committee 
to  take  such  extracts  into  consideration,  and  report  tliereon 
to  this  Congress  what  they  shall  think  necessary  to  be  done, 
and  that  they  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 


Die  Lunae,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  March  4,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mf.  Banckcr,  Mr.  Van 
Zandt,  Mr.  Hallctt,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr. 
Stoutenburgh,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Prince,  Cap- 
tain Denning,  Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Yates,  Colonel 
NicoU,  (on  service.) 

For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Ho- 
bart. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  A.  Bancker. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  G.  Drake,  Major  Lock- 
wood. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham,  Colonel  P.  Ten 
Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Livingston. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  IVilliams. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  consider  of  and  report 
a  plan  for  a  further  emission  of  Paper  Currency,  was  taken 
into  further  consideration,  and  read ;  and,  being  again  read 
paragraph  by  paragraph,  was  in  many  instances  altered  and 
amended,  and,  those  amendments  agreed  to,  it  was  ordered 
to  remain  for  further  consideration  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Yates  reported  that  Captain  Denning  and  himself, 
with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Treat,  had  viewed  the  house  on 
Freshwater-Hill,  where  John  Foiuler  lately  dwelt,  with 
two  bams  adjoining ;  that  Dr.  Treat  highly  approved  of 
the  said  house  and  bams  for  an  Hospital ;  that  they  had  con- 
tracted for  the  said  house  and  baras.  Sic,  for  the  I'ent  of 
seventy  Pounds  from  the  1st  day  of  May  next;  the  said 
rent  to  be  paid  quarterly  to  the  present  tenants,  or  their 
order. 

This  Congress  hereby  approves  of  and  ratifies  the  said 
contract,  and  assumes  the  same  as  the  contract  of  this  Con- 
gress. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee,  bearing  date  this  day, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"  March  4,  177G. 

"  Sir  :  The  letters  I  received  last  night  from  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief and  General  Greene,  were  unfortunately 
thrown  into  the  fire.  But,  according  to  my  best  recollec- 
tion, the  reasons  given  by  the  Generals  for  surmising,  or 
rather  concluding  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  enemy  to 
evacuate  Boston,  were  these:  That  they  had  withdrawn 
their  mortars  and  heavy  cannon  from  Bunker's  Hill  and 
Charlestown;  that  their  transports  were  hauled  into  the 
wharves ;  that  some  people  who  had  left  the  town  lately, 
declared  that  the  officers'  baggage  was  sent  on  board ;  in 
short,  it  is  from  every  circumstance  concluded,  by  those  who 
are  before  the  place,  and  those  who  have  lately  left  the 
place,  that  they  are  soon  to  abandon  Boston,  and  that,  con- 
sequently, they  will  attempt  to  establish  themselves  here. 

"  May  I,  sir,  take  the  liberty  to  express  my  uneasiness 
on  a  subject  which  is  more  property  a  matter  of  considera- 
tion for  the  Congress — the  liberation  of  the  notorious  ene- 
mies to  liberty  and  their  country,  on  giving  bonds  for  their 
good  behaviour,  appears  to  me,  in  our  present  situation,  ex- 
tremely ill  imagined.  It  is  so  far  from  a  security,  that  it  is 
rather  adding  vims  to  their  malignancy.  The  first  body  of 
troops  that  arrives  will  cancel  those  bonds.  Some  vigorous, 
decisive  mode  must  now  be  adopted,  of  discovering  on  whom 
you  may  depend,  on  whom  not.  The  crisis  will  admit  of 
no  procrastination.  I  cannot,  therefore,  help  wishing,  for 
the  common  safety  and  the  honour  of  this  Province  in  par- 
ticular, that  some  test  may  be  immediately  offered,  that  we 
may  be  enabled  to  distinguish  our  friends  from  our  foes. 
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The  latter  must  not,  and  cannot,  be  suffered  to  remain  within 
your  walls,  to  co-operate  with  those  without,  in  working 
your  destruction. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 

'  "Charles  Lee. 

"  To  Colonel  Woodhull,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress." 

Mr.  ITohart,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  intelligence  received  from  Major-General  Lee  by  his 
Letters  above-mentioned,  delivered  in  their  Report,  which  was 
read  ;  and  the  same  being  read  a  second  time,  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  and  amended,  was  approved  of,  and  unanimous- 
ly agreed  to,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Conunittee  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Re- 
solves: 

1st.  That  a  Magazine  of  Provisions  and  Military  Stores 
be  established  in  the  County  of  Westchester. 

2d.  That  the  Deputies  of  Westchester  County  purchase 
and  deposite  in  different  Stores  in  that  County  twelve  hun- 
dred barrels  of  good  salted  Pork,  wherever  it  is  to  be  bought, 
and  that  the  said  salted  Pork  be  repacked  and  pickled  by  a 
sworn  packer  of  Neiv-York ;  and  that  the  Deputies  of  Al- 
bany County  purchase  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  busiiels 
of  good  Peas,  and  send  them  to  the  Deputies  of  Westches- 
ter County,  to  be  by  them  stored  in  the  same  manner. 

3d.  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Powder-Mills  in  this  Colony,  requesting  them  to  use  all  pos- 
sible diligence  in  manufacturing  that  article,  and  to  inform 
the  Congress  what  quantity  they  have  now  on  hand,  what 
stock  of  materials  they  have  by  them,  and  what  quantity 
they  can  supply  weekly. 

4th.  That  Circular  Letters  be  written  to  the  several 
Colonels  of  the  Minute-men  and  Militia  in  this  Colony, 
from  the  County  of  Albany  to  the  southward,  ordering  them 
to  hold  their  respective  Regiments  in  readiness  to  march 
with  their  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Blankets,  and  five  days' 
Provision,  on  the  first  notice  of  an  invasion. 

5th.  That  Colonel  Lasher  and  Colonel  Heyer,  and  the 
Colonels  of  the  different  Regiments  of  Militia  in  the  City 
and  County  of  New-  York,  be  ordered  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  their  respective  Regiments,  with  respect  to  the 
number  of  Men,  Arms,  Accoutrements,  and  Ammunition, 
and  report  tliereon  forthwith. 

6th.  That  a  Jitter  be  written  to  the  Commitees  of 
Southampton  and  Easthampton,  in  Suffolk  County,  request- 
ing them  to  station  men  at  the  most  convenient  places  in 
that  County,  to  give  the  earliest  notice  of  the  arrival  of  a 
Fleet  upon  the  coast ;  and  that  upon  the  first  appearance 
of  a  Fleet,  they  despatch  an  express  immediately  to  this 
Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  with 
an  account  of  the  number  and  size  of  the  Ships,  and  the 
course  they  steer. 

7th.  That  the  Light-House  at  Sandy-Hook  be  disman- 
tled, the  Lantern  rendered  useless,  and  all  the  Oil  and  Lamps 
taken  and  carried  to  some  place  of  safety  at  a  proper  dis- 
tance. 
.  8th.  That — (postponed.) 

9th.  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  New- Jersey,  transmitting  them  a  copy  of  the  Extracts  of 
Letters  to  General  Lee,  and  requesting  them  to  order  their 
Minute-men  and  Militia  to  hold  themselves  is  readiness  to 
march  on  the  first  notice  of  an  invasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  does  agree  with  their  Com- 
mittee in  the  said  Report. 

But  as  some  of  the  Resolves  therein  reported  are  veiy 
important. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  reassumed  and  read 
to-morrow  morning  when  the  House  is  full ;  and  a  charge  of 
secrecy  as  to  the  Light-House  was  given  from  the  Chair. 

A  draft  of  a  Circular  Letter  to  the  several  Colonels  of 
the  Minute-men  and  Militia  of  this  Colony,  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  4,  1776. 
Sir:  This  accompanies  the  resolve  of  Congress,  re- 
questing you  to  hold  your  regiment  in  readiness  1o  march 
at  a  moment's  warning.  We  are  apprehensive  that  the 
Ministerial  Anny  in  Boston  may  attempt  to  land  in  this 
Colony  in  a  short  time.     Your  zeal  for  the  publick  cause, 


we  trust,  will  stimulate  you  and  the  officers  under  your 
conmiand  to  use  all  possible  diligence  to  comply  with  this 
resolution.  We  have  only  to  add,  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  executing  tliis  order,  and  that  you  forthwith  return 
to  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  the  present 
state  of  your  regiment,  as  to  number  of  men,  arms,  accou- 
trements, and  ammunition ;  and  that,  if  the  Minute  Regi- 
ments do  not  compose  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  of  your 
County,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  cause  the  Minute  Regi- 
ments to  be  completed  agreeable  to  the  rules  and  orders  of 
this  Congress  of  the  20lh  December  last. 

We  are,  sir,  with  esteem,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order : 

Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  get  one  hundred  copies 
of  the  said  Letter  neatly  printed,  with  a  copy  of  the  fourth 
Resolution,  above  rejMrted,  which  was  unanimously  agreed 
to,  printed  at  tlie  foot  of  each  Letter,  and  to  have  them 
ready  by  to-morrow  morning  at  the  meeting  of  this  Con- 
gress. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  owners  of  the  two  Powder- 
Mills  in  this  Colony,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  4,  1776. 
Sir:  The  Provincial  Congress  requests  that  you  will 
immediately  inform  them  what  quantity  of  Gunpowder  you 
have  on  hand,  what  stock  of  materials  you  are  furnished 
with,  and  how  much  powder  you  can  manufacture  per 
week. 

1  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant. 
By  order. 

Ordered,  That  one  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and 
signed  by  the  President,  and  directed  and  sent  to  Henry 
Wisner,  Jun.,  Esq.,  and  another  copy  thereof  directed  to 
John  B.  Livingston,  Esq.,  owners  of  the  Powder-Mills  in 
this  Colony. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Easthampton 
and  to  the  Committee  of  Southampton,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit ; 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  Marcli  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  This  covers  a  resolution  of  Congress  directing  the 
Committees  of  East  and  Southampton  to  station  suitable 
persons  on  the  most  proper  places  for  observing  the  ap- 
proach of  a  fleet. 

From  some  intelligence  we  have  received  there  is  reason 
to  expect  that  the  British  Army  are  about  to  leave  Boston ; 
and  as  it  is  probable  that  they  may  attempt  to  take  posses- 
sion of  this  Colony,  we  dierefore  entreat  you  to  use  all  pos- 
sible despatch  to  carry  this  resolve  into  execution. 

We  are  your  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  Congress. 

To  John  Chatfield,  Esq.,  Easthampton ;  to  Thomas  Cooper, 
Esq.,  Southampton. 

Ordered,  That  two  copies  thereof  be  engrossed  and 
signed  by  the  President,  and  transmitted — one  to  John 
Chatfield,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Commhtee  of  Easthamp- 
ton, and  the  other  to  Thomas  Cooper,  E^q.,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Southampton — and  that  a  certified  copy 
of  the  sixth  Resolve,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
news  received  by  General  Lee,  be  enclosed  in  each  of  said 
Letters. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  the  Co- 
lony Artillery  Company  are  much  in  want  of  clothing; 
that  Peter  T.  Curtenius  has  coarse  blue  cloth  fit  for  the 
purpose  of  making  coats  for  the  company;  that  he  is  willing 
to  spare  the  cloth  for  that  purpose,  if  this  Congress  gives 
an  order  to  him  for  that  purjxjse,  that  he  may  charge  it  in 
his  accounts ;  and  that  the  price  of  the  said  clothing  may 
be  retained  out  of  the  pay  of  the  men,  respectively,  who 
shall  receive  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  T.  Curtenius  deliver  to  Captain- 
Lieutenant  James  Moore  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  said 
Coarse  Blue  Cloth  to  make  a  Coat  for  each  of  his  men ; 

And  Ordered,  That  Captain-Lieutenant  James  Moore, 
or  the  Paymaster  of  the  said  Company  for  the  time  being, 
take  care  to  deduct  the  expense  of  the  said  Coats  furnished 
to  each  of  the  said  men  out  of  his  Pay. 
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Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  5,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Rut- 
gers, Mr.  E.  Bancker,  Mr.  Prince,  Colonel  Lott,  Major 
Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Beelcman,  Captiiin 
Denning,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Gan- 
sevoort.  Colonel  JSicoll,  (on  service.) 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Ho- 
hart. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham,  Colonel  Ten 
Broeck,  Mr.  G.  Livingston. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  G.  Drake,  Major  Lock- 
wood,  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

For  CuiMBERLAND. — Coloncl  William  Williams. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Gilbert  Budd,  directed  to  Mr. 

McKesson,  one  of  the  Secretaries,  was  read.     He  therein 

requests  permission  for  the  bearer  to  go  on  hoard  of  the 

Ship  Asia,  to  obtain  a  boat  which  has  been  privately  taken 

from  him,  and  is  supposed  to  be  at  the  said  ship.     As  Ma- 

jor-Genenil  Lee  has  cut  off  all  communication  with  said 

ship,  and  through  his  conduct  and  orders  the  passports  of 

this  Congress  are  of  no  avail,  the  Congress  refused  to  give 

permission. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  William.  Barker,  of  Amenia  Pre- 
cint,  in  Dutchess  County,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein 
states  his  difficulties  about  raising  a  Company  in  the  Conti- 
nental service,  and  in  understanding  the  Continental  terms 
of  inlistment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  referred  to  the  Mem- 
bers from  Dutchess  County  to  give  an  answer  to  Captain 
Barker. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  application 
made  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  one  of  the  Members, 
yesterday,  on  behalf  of  Lieutenant  Lee,  with  respect  to 
some  Minute-men,  now  in  Colonel  Stvartwout' s  Regiment, 
which  he  claims  to  have  inlisted  for  the  Continental  service 
before  they  inlisted  m  Captain  Clark's  Company  of  Mi- 
nute-men. 

A  Letter  received  from  Colonel  Swartwout  yesterday 
was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  alleges  that  those  Minute- 
men  were  inlisted  in  Captain  Clark's  Company  before  Mr. 
Lee  had  any  warrant,  and  that,  therefore,  his  regiment  has 
the  preference  to  their  service;  but  that  he  is  cheerfully 
willing  that  they  enter  into  the  Continental  service  when 
his  regiment  is  discharged. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  Recruiting  Officers  for 
the  Continental  service,  who  are  employed  in  that  busi- 
ness by  virtue  of  warrants  from  this  Congress,  be  allowed  to 
inlist  men  from  any  of  the  Regiments  of  Minute-men  in 
this  Colony ;  but,  however,  under  the  following  restrictions 
with  respect  to  the  Minute  Regiments  now  in  actual  service 
in  this  City  and  its  environs :  That  no  man  shall  be  allow- 
ed to  leave  the  Minute  service  till  the  time  of  their  inlist- 
ment as  Minute-men  is  expired,  or  they  are  discharged  from 
the  present  service,  or  until  the  commanding  Officer  of  the 
Continental  service  at  this  post  shall  think  it  necessary  for 
the  publick  service  that  they  should  join  their  respective 
Regiments  into  which  they  shall  have  inlisted. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  General  Lee's  Letter, 
relative  to  the  Ministerial  Army  preparing  to  leave  Boston, 
as  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  yesterday  afternoon,  was  again 
read.  The  Congress  approves  thereof,  and  again  agrees 
with  their  Committee  dierein,  and  confirms  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  who  brought  in  the  said 
Re}X)rt  on  General  Lee's  Letter,  and  Mr.  Randall,  be  a 
Committee  to  carry  the  seventh  of  said  Resolutions  of  that 
Committee  into  execution. 

A  charge  was  given  from  the  Chair  to  keep  the  matter 
of  the  seventh  Resolve  secret. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  plan 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  v.  22 


for  a  further  emission  of  Bills  to  the  amount  of  fifty-five 
thousand  Pounds  ;  and  the  same  being  read  by  paragraphs, 
amended  and  agreed  to,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  w  it : 

Whereas  it  is  probable  that  a  further  emission  of  Bills 
of  Credit  of  this  Colony,  not  exceeding  fifty-five  thousand 
Pounds,  will  soon  be  necessary  to  discharge  the  debts  in- 
curred by  this  Colony,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  which 
may  arise  in  making  provision  for  the  further  safety  and  de- 
fence thereof;  it  is  their  opinion  that  an  emission  to  the 
above-mentioned  amount  be  prepared  for  signing,  upon  the 
following  plan,  to  wit :  That  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
thousand  five  hundred  Dollars  be  struck,  amounting  to  the 
said  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand  Pounds,  iVcw- ForAr  currency, 
to  be  sunk  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 
^45,833  i,  being  ^  thereof,  on  or  before  1st  March,  1779, 
45,833^,  being  ^  thereof,  on  or  before  1st  March,  1780, 
45,833i,  being  i  thereof,  on  or  before  1st  March,  1781. 

$'137,500. 

Resolved,  That  Bills  of  Credit,  to  the  said  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  and  five  hundred 
Dollars,  be  immediately  printed,  of  the  following  denomina- 
tions, to  wit : 

2,350  Bills  of  10  Dollars,  is     -     -  $23,500 

2,350  Bills  of    5  Dollars,  is     -     -     11,750 

2,350  Bills  of    3  Dollare,  is     -     -       7,050 

2,3.50  Bills  of    2  Dollars,  is     -     -       4,700 

30,000  Bills  of    1  Dollar,   is     -     -     30,000 

30,000  Bills  of    5-  Dollar,   is     -     -     20,000 

30,000  Bills  of    i  Dollar,   is     -     -     15,000 

30,000  Bills  of    I  Dollar,   is     -     -     10,000 

30,000  Bills  of    i  Dollar,   is     -     -       7,500 

30,000  Bills  of    1  Dollar,   is     -     -       5,000 

24,000  Bills  of    J-  Dollar,   is    -    -      3,000 


$137,500 

On  the  face  of  each  of  said  Bills  shall  be  impressed  the 
Arms  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  together  with  such  other 
device  as  the  Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose  shall 
direct.     And  the  said  Bills  shall  be  in  form  following : 

"This  Bill  shall  pass  cun-ent  in  all  payments  in  this 
Colony  for  Spanish  milled  Dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in 
gold  or  silver,  accordmg  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  New-York,  on  the  5th  day  of  March, 
1778!" 

Excepting  those  of  the  denomination  of  two-tliirds  of  a 
Dollar,  which  shall  be  in  tlie  form  following : 

"This  Bill  shall  pass  current  in  all  payments  in  this 
Colony  for  five  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  being  equal  to 
two-thirds  of  a  Spanish  milled  Dollar,  or  the  value  thereof 
in  gold  or  silver,  according  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  New-York,  on  the  5th  day  of  March, 
1776." 

And  also,  ej^epting  those  of  one-third  of  a  Dollar, 
which  shall  be  m  form  following : 

"This  Bill  shall  pass  current  in  all  payments  in  this 
Colony  for  two  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  being  equal  to 
one-third  of  a  Spanish  milled  Dollar,  or  the  value  thereof 
in  gold  or  silver,  according  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  New-  York,  on  the  5th  day  of  March, 
1776." 

Also,  excepting  those  of  one-fourth  of  a  Dollar,  which 
shall  be  in  form  following : 

"  This  Bill  shall  pass  current  in  all  payments  in  this 
Colony  for  two  Shillings,  being  equal  to  one-fourth  of  a 
Spanish  milled  Dollar,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or 
silver,  according  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  New- York,  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1776." 

Also,  excepting  those  of  the  denomination  of  one-sixth 
of  a  Dollar,  which  shall  be  in  form  following : 

"This  Bill  shall  pass  current  in  all  payments  in  this 
Colony  for  one  Shilling  and  four  Pence,  being  equal  to  one- 
sixth  of  a  Spanish  milled  Dollar,  or  the  value  thereof  in 
gold  or  silver,  according  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  New-York,  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1776." 

Also,  excepting  those  of  one-eighth  of  a  Dollar,  which 
shall  be  in  form  following : 

"  This  bill  shall  pass  current  in  all  payments  in  this 
Colony  for  one  Shilling,  being  equal  to  one-eighth  of  a 
Spanish  milled  Dollar,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  silver^ 
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according  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
Neic-YorTc,  on  tiie  5th  day  of  March,  1776." 

Which  Bills,  under  the  value  of  two  Dollars,  amounting 
to  thirty-six  thousand  two  hundred  Pounds,  shall  be  num- 
bered by and  signed  by  any  two  of  them, 

(the  said  signers,)  respectively ;  to  be  delivered  by  them  to 
Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  as  soon  as 
6nished. 

And  all  the  Bills  of  a  higher  denomination  than  one  Dol- 
lar, being  the  further  sum  of  eighteen  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred Pounds,  be  delivered  unsigned  into  this  Congress,  to 
remain  subject  to  the  future  disposal  of  this  Con'^ress,  or  of 
the  Conniiittee  of  Safety,  if  they  shall  be  authorized  by 
this  Congress  to  dispose  thereof. 

Colonel  McDougall  dissents  to  the  above  clause. 

Resolved,  secondly,  That  the  said  Signers,  or  any  two  of 
thera,  are  hereby  directed  and  requested,  upon  the  delivery 
of  the  said  Bills  to  them  by  the  Printer  of  the  same,  to 
cause  to  be  administered  to  him  by  the  President  of  this 
Congress,  or  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  the 
following  Oath : 

"I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  from  the  time  the 
letter  were  set  and  fit  to  be  put  in  the  press  for  printing  the 
Bills  of  Credit  now  by  me  delivered  to  you,  until  the  Bills 
were  printed,  and  the  lettei-s  afterwards  distributed  into  tlie 
boxes,  I  went  at  no  time  out  of  the  room  in  which  the  said 
letters  were,  without  locking  them  up,  so  that  they  could 
not  be  come  at  without  violence  or  a  false  key,  or  other  art 
unknown  to  me ;  and  therefore,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
no  copies  were  printed  off  but  in  my  presence ;  and  that  all 
the  blotters  and  other  papers  whatsoever,  impressed  by  the 
said  letters  whilst  set  for  printing  the  said  Bills,  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge,  are  here  delivered  to  you,  together  with 
the  stamps ;  and  in  all  things  relating  to  this  affair  I  have 
demeaned  myself  honestly  and  faithfully,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  understanding,  so  help  me  God." 

Resolved,  thirdly,  That  such  person  as  Mr.  Isaac  Roose- 
velt shall  agree  with,  shall  engage  so  many  Stamps  for  the 
said  Bills,  with  such  Devices,  and  so  many  Stamps  for  the 
Arms  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  as  he  shall  direct ;  which 
Engraver  shall  take  the  following  Oath,  to  wit : 

"  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  I  have  not  engraved 
more  plates  than  I  delivered  to  Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt,  as  direct- 
ed by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New-  York,  of  the  like  kind 
or  in  imitation  of  the  same ;  neither  have  I  kept  a  copy  or 
copies,  draft  or  drafts  of  the  said  plates ;  neither  will  I  en- 
grave more  of  the  like  kind  iVithout  the  order  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  or  the  House  of  Assembly  of  the  Colony 
of  New-  York ;  and  shall  deliver  them  to  the  said  Mr.  Isaac 
Roosevelt,  who  shall  deliver  them  unto  Samuel  Lowden, 
Printer,  or  such  other  Printer  as  shall  be  directed  by  this 
Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  take  his  receipt 
for  the  same." 

And  when  the  said  Samuel Lowdon,  oopich  other  Printer 
as  shall  be  employed,  has  completed  and  finished  the  printing 
the  quantity  and  sorts  of  bills  hereby  directed  to  be  struck,  he 
shall  redeliver  the  said  stamps  to  tiie  said  Mr.  Isaac  Roose- 
velt, which  shall  be  sealed  with  the  several  seals  of  the  said 
Isaac  Roosevelt,  and  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, or  the  Chainnan  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this 
Colony,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  this 
Congress,  until  the  further  order  of  this  or  some  future  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony.  The  receipt  of  the  said  Isaac  Roose- 
velt to  the  said  Samuel  Lowdon,  or  such  other  Printer,  shall 
be  a  sufficient  voucher  for  such  delivery. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  unanimously  agrees  with 
their  Committee  in  their  said  Report,  and  confirms  the 
same. 

Die  Martis,  i  ho.  P.  M  ,  March  5,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Hallett, 

Mr.  SmUh,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr. 

Beekman,  Mr.  Fira  Cortlandt,  Colonel  McDovgall. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr. 

Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 


For  Westchester. — Colonel  G.  Drake,  Major  Lock- 
wood,  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefcvcr,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Dutchess. — Col.  Ten  Broeck,  Col.  M.  Graham. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  A.  Bancker. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  IVilliam  Williams. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
Colonel  Lasher  on  the  mode  best  to  be  pursued  for  con- 
tinuing the  Guard  to  the  Publick  Records  of  this  Colony, 
reported,  that  Colonel  Lasher  be  ordered  to  provide  a 
Guard  of  forty-eight  men  out  of  his  Battalion,  to  protect  the 
Records  of  this  Colony  ;  that  that  Guard  be  relieved  from 
time  to  time  by  detachments  from  his  Battalion  or  Regi- 
ment, so  as  to  give  the  different  Companies  in  the  Battalion 
their  proper  proportion  of  duty ;  and  that  twelve  men  of 
such  detachment  be  the  proper  Guard  for  twenty-four  hours. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  does  agree  with  their  said 
Committee  in  the  foregoing  Report. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Militia  in  Queen's  County,  and  determined  that  it  would  be 
requisite  to  have  the  friends  to  the  liberties  of  their  country 
there,  and  particularly  those  Companies  already  formed,  pro- 
perly regimented : 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hobart  draw  and  report 
a  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Colonel  BlackwcU,  and  such  other 
persons  in  that  County  as  may  be  thought  necessary. 

Colonel  David  Mulford,  of  the  Second  Regiment  in 
Suffolk  County,  pursuant  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  this  Colony,  returned  to  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Woodhull  a  statement  of  his  Regiment ;  which  was 
read  and  filed.  He  thereby  returns  his  Regiment  to  consist 
of  nine  Companies,  and  the  following  number  of  Officers 
and  men,  to  wit :  One  Colonel ;  one  Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
two  Majors,  to  wit :  First  and  Second  Majors ;  nine  Cap- 
tains ;  eighteen  Lieutenants  ;  nine  Ensigns ;  one  Adjutant ; 
one  Quartermaster ;  one  Sergeant-Major ;  one  Drum-Major ; 
thirty-six  Sergeants  ;  nine  Drummers  ;  nine  Fifers,  and  six 
hundred  and  seventy  Privates.  And  in  the  said  Return  all 
the  Officers,  down  to  the  Sergeants,  (Lieutenants  and  En- 
signs excepted,)  are  particularly  named. 

An  application  from  the  Committee  of  King's  County, 
signed  by  Englebert  Lott,  pro  tern.  Clerk,  was  read  and 
filed.  They  thereby  set  forth  that  they  had  agreed  to  allow 
their  Deputies  six  Shillings  per  day,  each,  for  every  day  of 
their  attendance :  and  request  that  they  may  be  paid  out  of 
the  Provincial  Treasury,  and  charged  as  money  advanced  to 
the  Committee  of  King's  County,  which  they  will  hereafter 
satisfy. 

Debates  arose  thereon,  and  the  said  application  was  de- 
ferred for  the  present. 

Colonel  Peter  Ten  Broeck,  from  tlie  Committee  of  War, 
according  to  order,  reported  a  draft  of  Instructions  for  the 
Barrackmaster ;  which  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Instructions  for  the  Barrackmaster. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of,  and  draft  a  set 
of  Instructions  for  the  Barrackmaster,  reported  the  follow- 
ing, viz : 

That  the  Field-Officers  of  each  corps  in  this  Colony  be 
supplied  with  one  room.  The  Captains,  with  the  Subalterns 
of  each  Comjiany,  together  with  the  Quartermaster  and 
Adjutant,  to  be  entided  to  a  room  between  each  two. 

The  Officers'  rooms  of  the  said  corps  to  be  furnished  each 
with  one  pair-andirons,  one  pair  tongs,  one  table,  two  chairs, 
and  one  candlestick. 

For  every  room  for  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers of  the  said  corps,  each  room  to  contain  twenty  men, 
ten  cribs,  ten  bed-cases,  and  ten  bolsters,  to  be  filled  with 
straw  every  three  months,  two  iron  pots,  two  trammels,  one 
pair  tongs,  one  wood  axe,  one  iron  candlestick,  one  table, 
two  benches,  and  one  bucket. 

And  with  fire-wood,  as  follows,  viz : 

For  every  room  for  Officers,  Non-Commissioned  Officers 
and  Privates,  from  the  1st  day  of  October  to  the  1st  of 
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April,  three-eighths  of  a  cord  of  wood  per  week  for  each 
room  so  occupied  as  afor(!said ;  and  for  five  weeks  pre- 
ceding the  1st  October,  and  five  weeks  after  the  1st  April, 
three-sixteenths  of  a  cord  of  wood  per  week  ;  and  for  the 
remaining  sixteen  weeks,  one-eighth  of  a  cord  per  week. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Colonel  Curtenius  supply  tlie  BaiTack- 
master  with  cases  for  Straw  Beds  for  the  Companies  of 
Militia  as  they  arrive  in  this  City,  to  be  employed  in  the 
service ;  and  that  the  Barrackmaster  supply  the  said  Militia 
with  Barrack  necessaries. 

This  Report  being  again  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  the 
Congress  agrees  with  their  Committee  in  the  said  Report. 

A  Letter,  with  two  long  postscripts  thereto,  from  Samuel 
Gale,  'Esq.,  Clerk  of  Cumberland  County,  dated  at  Fair- 
field,  29tli  February,  directed  to  Mr.  John  McKesson,  one 
of  the  Secretaries,  and  sent  by  Mr.  Sturges,  the  Deputy 
Sheriff  and  Jailer,  to  be  laid  before  this  Congress,  and  the 
bearer  to  wait  for  an  answer,  was  read.  The  Congress  were 
informed  by  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  by  what  is  therein 
set  forth,  that  the  said  Samuel  Gale  was  lately  seized  in  this 
City  at  his  own  house  in  the  night,  and  conveyed  to  a 
Guard-House  at  the  upper  Barracks,  where  the  Troops  from 
Connecticut  are  quartered ;  that  from  thence  he  was  soon 
after  conveyed  to  Fairfield  Jail,  in  Connecticut,  where  he  is 
now  in  close  confinement  in  a  common  Jail,  and  in  very  un- 
comfortable circumstances.  The  Congress  being  further  in- 
foiTned,  by  different  persons,  that  this  was  without  any  trial^or 
adjudication  of  any  Congress  or  Committee,  or  other  judges 
whatever,  conceive  that  it  is  a  wanton  act  of  military  power, 
inconsistent  with  that  liberty  for  which  the  Colonists  are  con- 
tending, and  highly  culpable  in  those  who  procured  and 
those  who  ordered  said  Samuel  Gale  to  be  seized  and  car- 
ried away. 

Thomas  Smith,  E^q.,  delivered  in  the  Affidavit  of  Joseph 
Cheesman,  as  to  some  inimical  expressions  of  Colonel  Ifa- 
terbury  against  this  City,  which  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"City  of  New-York,  ss. 

"Joseph  Cheesman,  of  the  City  of  New-York,  Shopkeeper, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  this  day  being  on 
board  of  a  boat  in  Peck's  Slip,  he  heard  Colonel  Waterbury 
say,  that  he  had  for  some  time  thought  that  things  would 
not  go  well,  unless  the  City  of  New-York  was  crushed 
down,  and  that  it  must  be  done  by  their  people  before  things 
would  go  well ;  and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

"Joseph  Cheesman. 

"Sworn  this  2d  of  March,  1776,  before  me, 

"Abraham  Brasher,  Justice  of  Peace." 

Mr.  Smith  also  delivered  in  the  Affidavit  of  John  Somer- 
indyck,  stating  the  violent  acts  of  some  of  the  soldiers, 
and  the  impudent  conduct  of  some  officers  therein  men- 
tioned ;  and,  also,  the  Affidavits  of  Isaac  Bell,  Josiah  Le 
Contre,  Elias  Nixen,  and  John  Jones,  setting  forth  different 
instances  of  the  Troops  stationed  in  this  City  firing  at  the 
boats,  and  the  people  on  board,  in  coming  to  and  going 
from  the  wharves  and  markets  in  this  City  ;  which  were  read 
and  filed. 

Mr.  Smith  further  informed  the  Congress,  that  Mr.  John 
Richards  had  told  him  that  a  number  of  shot  were  dis- 
charged, about  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock  this  morning,  at  a 
New-Jersey  sloop  or  boat,  when  departing  homeward  from 
this  City. 

Ordered,  That  Abraham  Yates  and  Thomas  Smith,  Es- 
quires, be  a  Committee  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  reasons  of 
the  treatment  of  Samuel  Gale,  Esq.,  and  to  prepare  a  draft 
of  a  Letter  to  Major-General  Ziee  on  that  subject;  and,  also, 
6n  the  subject  of  the  Troops  firing  on  the  people  in  boats, 
passing  and  repassing  to  and  from  the  wharves  and  markets 
m  this  City. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Foster  to  Mr.  John  McKesson,* 

•Southampton,  February  28,  1776. — Sin:  I  have  engaged  tow- 
cloth  near  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  I  received  for  that  purpose,  but 
have  been  obliged  to  give  him  from  two  shillings  and  two  pence  to  two 
shillings  and  tliree  pence  per  yard,  as  it  could  not  be  bought  under ; 
and  shall  forward  the  same  as  soon  as  I  can  get  it  together,  which  will 
be  by  the  next  boat  I  expect.  I  should  be  obliged  to  you  to  let  me  know 
the  sense  ol  the  Congress,  whether  they  would  have  me  purchase  any 
more  at  that  price  or  not.  If  there  be  any  prospect  of  trade  to  any  part, 
I  must  beg  you  will  give  nie  the  earliest  intelligence  you  can,  which  will 
be  esteemed  a  particular  favour  done. 

Your  humble  servant,  Johx  Fosteb. 

To  John  McKesaon,  Esq. 


one  of  the  Secretaries,  dated  Southampton,  on  the  28tli  day 
of  Febi-uary,  was  read.  He  thereby  informs  that  he  could 
not  purchase  Tow-Cloth  at  less  than  two  shillings  and  two 
pence  and  two  shillings  and  three  pence  per  yard  ;  that  he 
had  purchased  at  that  rate  to  the  amount  of  the  money  ad- 
vanced to  him  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  ;  and  request- 
ing to  know  whether  he  should  go  on  to  purchase  more  at 
the  same  rates. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson  write  to  Mr.  Foster,  and 
inform  him  that  he  will  please  to  continue  to  purchase  for 
this  Congress  Tow-Cloth  at  the  prices  mentioned  in  his 
Letter,  and  to  forward  tlie  same  by  safe  conveyances  to  Mr. 
Curtenius. 


Die  Mercurii,  10  lio.  A.  M.,  March  6,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Bcek- 

man,  Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Randell,  Mr.  Van 

Zandt,  Co\one\'McDougall. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  A.  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel 

Nicoll,  (on  service,)  General  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Ho- 

bart. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel   Ten  Broeck,   Colonel  Morris 

Graham,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Major  Schenck. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  A.  Bancker. 
For  Westchester. — Major  Lockwood,  Colonel  Cortland t, 

Mr.   Thoraas,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Joseph 

Drake. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Thyon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Charlott^. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

A  Member,  in  behalf  of  Abraham  Livingston,  asked  leave 
to  take  up  the  floor  in  the  Powder- House,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  out  the  earth  to  make  Saltpetre. 

Agreed,  That  Mi.  Livingston-have  leave  when  all  the 
Powder  is  out. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Low  attended,  and  informed  the  Commit- 
tee that  a  Vessel  Vas  arrived  with  about  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  of  Gunpowder,  consigned  to  him  for  sale. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hallett  and  Mr.  Randall  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  agree  with  Mr.  Low  about  the  price  of  said  Pow- 
der, and  purchase  the  same  in  behalf  of  this  Congress. 

A  Petition  of  John'  Pell,  praying  leave  to  export  some 
Salt  to  New-Jersey.     Rejected  unanimously. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  furnish  a  suitable  num- 
ber of  wooden  Bowls  and  Spoons  to  the  four  Regiments 
raising  in  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Berrien  call  on 
the  Engineer,  and  get  his  directions  relative  to  the  Cannon 
ordered  to  Canada. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  General  Lee  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  have  now  under  consideration  the  case  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Gale,  who  was  lately  apprehended  in  this  city  by  a 
military  guard,  and  conveyed  io  Fairfield,  in  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  where  he  now  is  in  close  confinement.  We  are 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the  chargff  brought  against 
him,  or  the  cause  of  his  commitment,  and  should  be  glad  to 
be  informed  thereof,  that  proper  steps  may  be  taken  either 
for  his  discharge  or  punishment. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remind  you,  sir,  that  the  right 
of  apprehending,  trying,  and  punishing  citizens  who  violate 
the  resolutions  of  Congress,  or  act  inimical  to  the  liberties 
of  America,  is,  by  the  Continental  Congress,  delegated  to 
the  Provincial  Conventions  in  the  respective  Colonies.  Thi* 
right  we  think  it  our  duty  to  insist  upon  as  essential  to  the 
security  of  our  constituents.  We  hold  ourselves  ready  to 
co-operate  with  you  in  every  measure  that  may  be  thought 
necessary  to  promote  the  common  cause  of  the  Continent, 
and  to  frustrate  the  arbitrary  designs  of  a  wicked  Ministry ; 
at  the  same  time  it  becomes  us,  as  faitliful  guardians  of  the 
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people,  to  protect  the  liberty  and  property  of  our  constitu- 
ents as  mucli  as  possible  in  our  present  unhappy  situation. 
We  are  sensible  of  the  many  difficulties  you  have  to  strug- 
gle with  while  commanding  an  undisciplined  soldiery ;  but 
we  flatter  ourselves  their  irregularities  will  be  checked  upon 
proper  information.  This  consideration,  sir,  induces  us  to 
infonn  you  tiiat  tiie  Port-Guards  continue  to  fire  upon  the 
boats  coming  to  and  going  from  tiiis  city,  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  the  inhabitants  with  provisions  and  other  neces- 
saries. If  this  practice  is  continued,  we  are  apprehensive 
it  will  greatly  distress  the  inhabitants,  render  it  impossible  to 
provide  for  the  troops,  and  prevent  our  Commissary  from 
supplying  the  magazine  we  are  now  establishing  for  the 
Continental  Army.  We  therefon;  entreat  you,  sir,  to  give 
such  orders  to  the  Port-Guards  as  will  prevent  such  incon- 
veniences for  the  future. 

We  are,  with  esteem,  your  obedient  servants. 
By  order. 
To  Major-General  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Haiku  and  Mr.  Randall  reported  that  Mr.  Low  de- 
manded thirty  Pounds  per  hundred  weight  for  his  Powder, 
with  permission  to  export  produce  at  the  rate  of  forty  Pounds 
for  each  hundred  weight. 

The  Congress  directed  Mr.  Hallett  and  Mr.  Randall  to 
purchase  the  Gunpowder  as  cheap  as  they  can  agree  ;  but 
if  Mr.  Low  should  insist  on  thirty  Pounds  for  the  pur- 
chase money,  that  he  be  allowed  to  export  produce  only  to 
the  same  amount. 

A  Tjctter  from  General  Lee  was  received  and  read,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"New- York,  March  5,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  If  is  absolutely  necessary  that  Colonel  Ward 
should  be  supplied  with  the  necessary  bnish  for  fascines, 
wood  for  pickets,  and  other  timber,  to  complete  the  works 
I  have  directed  on  Long-Island.  It  is  my  wish  these  ma- 
terials should  be  supplied  in  the  most  easy  way  to  the  in- 
habitants, and  that  the  utmost  justice  be  done  them.  It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  attend  to  the  regulation  of  this  matter, 
and  therefore  must  desire  .the  Congress  of  New-  YWk  will 
take  proper  measures  to  conduct  this  matter,  whicli  I  doubt 
not  will  forward  the  service. 

"  Chahles  Lee,  Major-General. 
"  To  the  President  of  the  Congress  of  New-York." 

Tliereupon,  a  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  o{ King's 
County  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  General  Lee  having  informed  us  that  Colo- 
nel Ward  will  want  wood  and  timber  to  enable  him  to  carry 
on  the  fortifications  now  erecting  in  your  County,  we  recom- 
mend to  you  to  assist  in  furnishing  him  with  these  articles ; 
for  which  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  from  whence  those 
articles  may  be  taken  may  rest  assured  they  will  receive 
the  like  satisfaction  as  will  be  allowed  to  the  proprietors  of 
lands  in  the  City  and  County  o(  New- York,  who  liave  fur- 
nished those  articles  for  the  fortifications  erecting  in  and 
near  this  City.  The  known  zeal  of  the  inhabitants  of  King's 
County,  to  promote  the  publick  cause,  we  doubt  not  will 
stimulate  them  to  promote  this  necessary  work. 

AVe  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  King's 
County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  immediately. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  examinations 
of  the  persons  concerned  in  spiking  tlie  Cannon  beyond 
King's  Rridge,  and  which  were  taken  in  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  fully  read. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Waterbury  be  re- 
quested to  send  down  H'illiam  Loionsherry  and  the  other 
persons  confined  in  the  upper  Barracks,  for  making  Sj)ikes 
and  spiking  up  tiie  Cannon  beyond  King's  Bridge,  in  West- 
chester County,  to  liiis  Congress,  at  the  City-Hall,  at  five 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  under  a  proper  guard. 

The  Congress  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  P.  M. 


Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  C,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  General  WoodhuU,  President. 
For  Nf-V'-York. — Mr.  Cortland t,  Mr.  Bcekman,  Captain 

Denning,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  CoFonel  Mc- 

Dougall,  Major  Stoidenburgh. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Gansevoort,  Mr.  Yates,  General  Ten 

Brocck,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Gehton,  Mr.  Ho- 

bart. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  Major  Lock- 
wood,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Thomas,  Colonel  Cort- 

landt. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr,  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.*) 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Covenhovcn. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Graham, 

Major  Schenck. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  Wltiam  Williams. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  Benson  (one  of  the  Secretaries)  informed  Congress 
that  he  had  waited  on  General  Lee  with  the  regulations 
for  supplying  the  Ships-of-War  and  the  Governour's  Ship 
with  Provisions ;  that  General  Lee  was  pleased  to  give,  for 
answer :  "That  he  was  to  resign  the  command  here  to  Lord 
Stirling  this  night ;  but  that  if  he  were  to  continue,  he  would 
not  consent  to  supply  them  with  any  Provisions,  as  they 
were  at  open  war  with  us  ;  that  he  hoped  Lord  Stirling 
would  be  of  the  same  opinion ;  that  his  instructions  from 
the  Continental  Congress  were,  to  use  every  means  in  his 
power  for  the  defence  of  the  City." 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Edward  W.  Kiers  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress',  the  glorious  6th  March,  1776. 

We  are  informed  by  Colonel  Hay  that  you  have  in  your 
possession  a  quantity  of  gunpowder,  which  you  refuse  to  sell 
to  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  your  place  that  would  wantonly 
sport  it  away.  We  highly  approve  of  your  conduct ;  but, 
as  we  now  are  in  expectation  that  the  Ministerial  Troops  at 
Boston  will  soon  abandon  that  town,  and  attempt  to  land  in 
this  city,  we  request  tliat  you  will  sell  to  Colonel  Hay's 
Regiment  one-half  pound  of  powder  to  every  man  when  they 
are  ready  to  march,  and  return  to  the  Colonel  the  names  of 
such  persons  as  you  have  supplied. 

We  are,  sir,  yours,  &ic. 
To  Edward  William  Kiers,  Esq.,  Merchant,  Haverstraio, 

Orange  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

William  Lownsberry,  and  the  other  Prisoners,  pursuant  to 
the  order  of  this  morning,  were  respectively  brought  to  the 
bar,  and  examined.  The  examinations  are  as  follows,  to 
wit : 

William  Lownsberry  says :  That  the  first  mover,  or  mo- 
vers, of  spiking  the  Cannon,  were  Joshua  Gidney  and  Bur- 
rell ;  that  they  had  seventy  or  eighty  spikes  made,  and  went 
down,  and  found  so  many  Cannon,  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  ;  that  he  had  no  conversation  with  any  person  on  ship- 
board on  that  subject ;  that  he  does  not  know  w  ho  spiked 
up  the  large  parcel  of  Guns.  Asked  what  business  he  had 
to  the  house  of  a  gentleman  of  fortune  in  his  County  the 
day  before  the  Cannon  was  spiked  ;  answered,  that  he  went 
to  Colonel  Phillips's  the  day  before,  to  know  whether  he 
would  set  up  again  as  a  Representative  ;  that  he  set  oft  from 
home  with  an  intention  to  spike  the  Guns,  or  disarm  them  ; 
that  the  following  persons  were  with  him,  viz :  Joshua  Gid- 
ney, William  Haines,  .Tosiah  Burrell,  Thomas  Haines,  and 
James  Haines,  Jun. ;  that  they  took  sledges  to  knock  the 
arms  off;  that  his  reason  for  disabling  the  Cannon  was,  that, 
as  the  New-England  people  had  done  several  acts  which 
he  thought  harsh,  he  wanted  to  prevent  the  Guns  being  used 
on  any  Fortifications  that  might  be  built  near  King's  Bridge, 
as  they  would  dien  be  between  two  fires  ;  that  he  never  was 
promised  any  reward  for  that  business  ;  diat  he  engaged  only 
with  Joshua  Gidney;  that  Joshua  Gidney  engaged  the  other 
persons ;  that  he  was  in  bed  when  the  other  persons  escaped ; 
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that  Burrell  spoke  to  him  two  days  before  about  spiking  the 
Guns,  and  that  he  told  him  lie  did  not  think  any  person 
would  make  the  spikes  ;  that  one  of  the  company  took  one 
sledge  out  of  Benjamin  F/andercau^s  shop  ;  that  another  was 
got  when  tliey  were  at  John  Gidney's;  that  the  company 
had  greatcoats  and  caps  on,  except  himself,  who  had  not  a 
cap  on. 

Isaac  Gidney  says :  That  hownsherry  came  to  him  and 
asked  hiin  to  make  one  hundred  and  odd  hatchel  teeth,  out 
of  old  files;  that  he  told  him  that  files  were  very  unhandy 
to  work ;  that  Lownsherry  brought  him  small  steel,  and  he 
made  him  one  hundred  and  four  large  hatchel  teeth,  as  Mr. 
Ijownsherry  ordered  him,  and,  by  his  orders,  hardened  them  ; 
that  Joshua  Gidney  took  them  Horn  iiis  shop ;  that  Joshua 
Gidney  lives  within  forty  rods  of  hiin,  and  Lownsherry  one 
half  mile  out  of  the  country  road  ;  that  he  never  made  any 
Other  hatchel  teeth  so  large ;  that  they  were  not  filed ; 
that,  when  asked  why  they  were  made  so  large,  they  told 
him  it  was  no  matter ;  that  he  heard  of  no  agreement  be- 
tween Lownsherry  and  Gidney ;  that  he  made  about  sixty 
hatchel  teeth  for  Burrell,  the  week  before,  of  a  smaller  size 
than  Lownsherry^ s ;  that  Burrell  does  not  raise  any  flax. 

Joseph  Purdy :  That  he  did  not  know,  when  he  made 
the  teeth,  what  use  they  were  for;  that  Gidney  told  him 
they  were  for  hatchel  teeth  ;  that  he  does  not  know  how 
many  he  made  ;  that  he  assisted  one  spell  in  the  evening, 
and  one  spell  in  the  afternoon ;  that  some  time  after  the 
Guns  were  spiked,  he  asked  Gidney  if  those  teeth  were  not 
for  spiking  the  Guns,  and  he  said,  no ;  that  he  thought  them 
short  for  hatchel  teeth  ;  that  he  asked  for  whom  he  was  ma- 
king them,  and  that  Purdy  did  not  inform  him  ;  that  what 
he  assisted  to  make  were  made  out  of  small  bars  of  steel ; 
that  he  does  not  know  who  spiked  any  of  the  Cannon,  except 
what  he  has  heard  since  he  has  been  in  confinement ;  that 
one  Duyckinck  came  into  the  guard-house,  and  told  Haines 
he  had  spiked  up  the  Cannon ;  that  Thomas  Haines,  or 
Joshua  Gidney,  told  him  that  James  Haines,  Jua.,  spiked 
up  all  the  Cannon. 

Cornelius  McCartney  says :  He  lives  in  Phillips's  Manor, 
in  Yonkers  Township  ;  that  he  usually  keeps  school ;  that 
he  does  not  know  who  spiked  up  the  Cannon  at  Valentine's ; 
that  on  Wednesday  night,  the  17th  of  January,  he  was  at 
Joseph  Oakley's,  and  kept  a  night  school  there  ;  that  he 
had  some  difference  at  a  raffle,  and  his  scholars  took  his 
part,  and  some  of  the  company,  out  of  spite,  informed 
against  him,  that  he  had  been  concerned  in  spiking  the  Can- 
non ;  but  that  it  was  not  true ;  that  the  dispute  he  had  with 
those  people  was  about  Whig  and  Tory ;  that  he  was  the 
person  called  a  Tory.  On  naming  the  families  for  whom 
he  taught  school, 

Cornelius  McCartney  was  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  William,  Loivnsherry  and  tlie  other  Pri- 
soners be  remanded  to  their  place  of  confinement,  and  kept, 
respectively,  in  the  same  state  of  confinement  as  they  were 
heretofore  kept,  until  further  order. 

Colonel  McDougall's  motion,  for  authorizing  the  County 
and  District  Committees  to  purchase  Blankets  for  the  Troops 
to  be  raised  in  this  Colony,  was  taken  into  consideration.  It 
being  thought  expedient  that  the  purchasing  Arms  should  be 
added  to  the  Resolution  : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Hohart, 
and  that  he  report  a.draft  of  a  Resolution  (authorizing  the 
Committees  to  purchase  Arms  as  well  as  Blankets)  with  all 
convenient  speed. 

A  Letter  from  Stephen  Ward,  Esq.,  was  read,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"March  6,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  hereby  acquaint  you  that  I  have  taken 
an  account  from  Captain  Varian  what  the  expense  of  guard- 
ing the  guns  at  Valentine's  and  Williams's  will  be  this  week, 
viz :  One  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  two  Sergeants,  one  Cor- 
poral, and  fourteen  Privates:  six  of  the  above  men  board  at 
ten  shillings  per  week  ;  and  the  others  draw  provisions  from 
the  Commissary,  with  a  guard-room  and  fire-wood,  at  three 
pounds  per  week,  besides  items — making,  in  the  whole,  about 
twenty-six  pounds  ;  and  last  week  it  was  considerably  more. 
And  as  Mr.  David  Barclay  (who  waits  on  you  with  this 
letter)  is  willing  to  undertake  to  guard  them  with  six  men 
beside  himself,  for  half  that  expense,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
recommend  him  as  a  faithful  man ;  and  should  you  think 


that  guard  sufficient,  and  he  appointed  to  that  service.  Cap- 
tain Varian  might  be  sent  to  the  Fortification  now  erecting 
at  Hell-gate.  All  which  I  submit  to  your  superior  judg- 
ment ;  and  remain,  gentlemen,  your  assured  friend  and  hun»- 
ble  servant, 

"  STEPHEN  Ward. 

"  P.  S.  If  Mr.  Barclay  should  be  appointed  to  guard  the 
guns,  he  expects  the  fifty  which  are  at  Williams's  to  be 
moved  to  the  others  near  Valentine's.  Mr.  Williams  will 
move  them  at  two  shillings  each." 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Joseph  Drake  and  Mr.  Tlimnas 
be  a  Committee  to  take  the  aforegoing  Letter  of  Mr.  IVard 
into  consideration,  and  report  thereon  with  all  speed. 

Colonel  Drake  and  Mr.  Thomas  delivered  in  their  Re- 
port; which,  being  read,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Letter  from  Stephen  Ward  concerning  the  expenses  of 
guarding  the  cannon  at  Valentine's,  do  report — 

1st.  That  it  is  unnecessary  to  continue  the  expensive 
guard  which  hath  been  stationed  to  guard  those  cannon  for 
the  time  past. 

2d.  That  when  the  said  cannon  are  all  collected  together 
at  Valentine's,  then  seven  men  would  be  sufficient  to  guard 
said  cannon. 

3d.  That  we  think  David  Barclay,  who  was  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Ward,  is  a  suitable  person  to  have  the  care 
of  said  guard,  and  that  thirteen  pounds  per  week  is  not  too 
much  for  the  whole  expense. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  David  Barclay  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  appointed  to  have  the  care  and  charge  of  the  said 
Guard,  and  that  he  be  allowed  thirteen  Pounds  per  week 
for  the  whole  expense  attending  said  Guard. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  Afarch  6, 177R. 

Gentlemen  :  The  bearer.  Major  William  Malcom,  1s 
going  (by  order  of  this  Congress)  to  execute  a  commission 
of  very  great  importance  to  the  publick  service.  The  se- 
crecy with  which  it  is  necessary  this  business  should  be  con- 
ducted renders  it  altogether  improper  for  him  to  carry  the 
requisite  assistance  from  hence.  He  will,  therefore,  call 
upon  you  for  such  assistance  as  he  may  want,  which  we  beg 
you  will  afford  him. 

And  we  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants. 
By  order. 

To  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  in  Nev>- 
Jersey. 

"  New- York,  March  6,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  The  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  having 
appointed  us  a  Committee  to  concert  measures  for  carrying 
into  execution  their  resolves  of  the  5th  instant,  for  the  dis- 
mantling the  Light-House  at  Sandy-Hook ;  we,  reposing 
especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  abilties  and  zeal  in  the 
common  cause,  have  made  choice  of  you  for  the  execution 
of  that  importent  enterprise.  We  enclose  you  a  certified 
copy  of  the  resolve  for  the  purpose,  and  desire  you  will 
conform  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the  strict  letter  thereof. 
You  will  please  to  call  upon  the  Committee  of  Middletoivn, 
or  such  other  place  in  New-Jersey  as  you  shall  judge  most 
proper,  for  the  assistance  you  shall  think  necessary. 

"  Upon  your  arrival  at  Sandy-Hook,  you  will  endeavour 
to  take  the  glass  out  of  the  lantern,  and  save  it  if  possible; 
but  if  you  find  this  impracticable,  you  will  break  all  the 
glass.  You  will  also  endeavour  to  pump  the  oil  out  of  the 
cisterns  into  casks,  and  bring  it  off;  but  if  you  should  be 
obstructed  by  the  enemy,  or  not  be  able  to  procure  casks, 
you  will  pump  it  out  on  the  ground.  In  short,  you  will 
use  your  best  discretion  to  render  the  Light-House  entirely 
useless. 

"  We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

"  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt, 
"  Abraham  P.  Lott, 
"  John  Sloss  Hobart. 
"  To  Major  Malcom." 

Uie  JoTis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  7,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pui-suant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Eheri 
Bancker,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Randall,  Colo- 
nel Lott,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  McDougall. 
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For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mv.Gansevoort ,Co\o- 

nel  Nicoll,  (on  service,)  Mr.  Abraham  Yates. 
Fob  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Gehton,  Mr.  Ho- 

bart. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Morris 

Graham,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Major  Schenck. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Westchestf.r. — Mr.  7%omn«,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake, 

Colonel  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Major  Lockwood,  Colonel 

Joseph  Drake. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  JViUiams. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Thyon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Colonel  John  Williams  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Colo- 
nel William  Williams,  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"  I  move  that  one  hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder  and  three 
hundred  weight  of  Lead  be  sent  to  Charlotte  County,  to  be 
given  in  charge  of  the  County  Committee,  and  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  Minute-men  or  Militia,  when  a  case  of  emer- 
gency shall  require  it." 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  deferred  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sands,  moved  in  the 
words  following,  viz : 

"  I  move  that  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, giving  them  a  true  account  of  the  situation  of  this 
City  and  Colony,  occasioned  by  the  stoppage  of  Provisions 
to  the  Ships-of-War  by  order  of  General  Lee." 

The  same  being  considered  and  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  and  Mr. 
Gansevoort,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  report  a  draft 
of  such  Letter  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  informed  the  Congress  that  the 
money  he  has  already  received  towards  lading  the  Ship  Ro- 
samond on  Provincial  account,  is  insufficient  for  the  purpose  ; 
and  that  he  wants  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
Pounds  nineteen  Shillings  to  complete  the  lading  of  the  said 
Ship. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Mr.  Jacobus  Van 
Tkindt  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  Pounds 
nineteen  Shillings,  to  complete  the  lading  of  the  Ship  Rosa- 
mond, Wright  Southgate  Master ;  and  that  the  said  Trea- 
surer take  Mr.  Van  Zandt's  receipt  for  the  same. 

Samuel  Benson  (a  person  employed  to  bring  Salt  from 
Statcn-Island)  being  at  the  door,  was  admitted.  He  says 
that  Thomas  Vernon,  the  Hatter,  has  threatened  that  he  will 
take  his  ears  off,  and  that  he  will  do  it  for  him  in  four  or 
five  days. 

Ordered,  That  Samuel  Benson  apply  for  redress  to  the 
Committee  of  the  City. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Lee  was  read  and  filed,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  New-York,  March  6,  1 776. 

"Sir:  I  have  just  received  an  uncertified  paper,  the 
purport  of  which  seems  to  imply  that  the  men-of-war  and 
Govemour  Tn/on  are  to  be  supplied  as  formerly  with  pro- 
vbions.  Subsequently  to  this  order  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, the  Continental  Congress  had  instructed  me  to  put 
the  city  in  the  best  state  of  defence  possible.  I  am  so  un- 
fortunate as  not  to  be  able  to  discover  Iiow  furnishing  the 
enemy  with  the  necessaries  of  life  can  contribute  to  this  end. 
It  certainly  must  open  the  means  of  theft-  receiving  every 
sort  of  intelligence  which  ought  to  be  withheld  from  them ; 
for  I  cannot  myself  conceive  that  the  oath  of  the  Port-Mas- 
ter should  bind  his  boat's  crew.  It  is  true  they  are  to  be 
restrained  fi-om  going  on  board  ;  but  I  defy  human  cunning 
to  prevent,  when  they  are  once  alongside,  the  conveyance 
of  a  letter.  I  must  entreat,  sir,  that  the  Congress  will  not 
suppose  that  I  am  aiming  at  an  authority  superior  to  theirs 
in  thus  giving  my  opinion,  and  raising  objections  to  any- 
thing they  have  resolved.  I  respect  them  as  the  true  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  and  proper  legislature  of  the  Pro- 
vince ;  but,  sir,  the  information  I  have  received  from  Cam- 
bridge, and  the  orders  I  have  received  from  the  Continental 


Congress,  will  justify  me  in  most  humbly  entreating  the 
Congress  not  to  enjoin  me  to  assent,  so  much  against  my 
conscience,  to  any  intercourse  of  any  kind  with  Mr.  Tryon, 
who  must  be  considered  as  a  most  dangerous  enemy. 

"  There  is  one  thing  further  I  would  submit  to  the  wis- 
dom of  tlie  Congress :  Whether  it  will  be  prudent  to  sufier 
a  single  man,  in  our  present  circumstances,  to  remain  in  the 
city,  who  will  not  enter  into  an  engagement  to  take  up  anus 
in  defence  of  the  common  rights  ?  I  took  the  liberty  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  you,  hinting  a  measure  somewhat  related  to 
this  scheme,  but  was  not  honoured  with  an  answer. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 


servant, 


"  Charles  Lee. 


"  To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at  New-York. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  this  instant  received  your  favour  relating 
to  Mr.  Gale,  who  was  apprehended  and  conveyed  into  Con- 
necticut. I  agree,  sir,  entirely  with  you,  that  the  apprehen- 
sion, trial,  and  punishment  of  citizens,  is  not  my  province, 
but  of  the  Provincial  Congress.  But,  irregular  as  it  was,  I 
had  the  assurance  of  many  respectable  men  that  he  was  a 
most  dangerous  man,  and  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  remain 
on  Long-Island,  where  an  enemy  is  perhaps  more  dano'er- 
ous  than  in  any  other  spot  o{  America.  However,  their 
assurances  and  my  opinion  form  no  excuse ;  and  I  heartily 
repent  that  I  did  not  refer  him  to  you,  his  proper  judges. 

"I  must  now  inform  you,  sir,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
last  insti-uctions  from  the  Continental  Congress,  to  put  this 
city  and  its  environs  in  a  state  of  defence,  I  have  ordered 
Colonel  Ward,  as  a  previous  measure,  to  secure  the  whole 
body  of  professed  Tories  in  Long-Island.  When  the  ene- 
my is  at  our  door,  forms  must  be  dispensed  with.  My  duty 
to  you,  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to  my  own  con- 
science, have  dictated  the  necessity  of  the  measure.  If  I 
have  done  wrong,  (and  I  confess  the  irregularity,)  I  must 
submit  myself  to  the  shame  of  being  reputed  foolish,  rash, 
and  precipitate.  I  must  undergo  the  censure  of  the  pub- 
lick  ;  but  I  shall  have  the  consciousness  in  my  own  breast, 
that  the  most  pure  motives  of  serving  the  publick  cause,  un- 
contaminated  by  pique  or  resentment  to  individuals,  liave 
urged  me  to  the  step. 

"  There  is  now  a  ruffian  under  guard,  one  John  Gregg, 
who  attempted  to  murder  tlie  sentinels  on  their  posts  Ihe 
other  night.  I  beg  to  know  your  pleasure  on  the  subject. 
As  to  the  affair  of  the  sentries  firing  on  the  boats,  I  never 
heard  till  this  moment  that  they  had  repeated  a  misde- 
meanour so  contrary  to  the  orders  they  had  received.  I  can 
only  say  that  I  am  very  sorry  that  my  orders  have  been  so 
little  respected,  and  that  if  I  can  find  out  the  culprits,  they 
shall  be  severely  punished. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant,  C.  L." 

Colonel  McDougall,  who  brought  in  the  Letter  from  Ma- 
jor-General Lee,  infonned  the  Congress  that  he  had  some 
conversation  with  Lord  Stirling,  on  the  subject  of  keeping 
up  a  unifonnity  and  preventing  any  interfering  in  the  orders 
given  by  this  Congress  and  the  Commander  of  the  Troops 
stationed  here ;  and  that  his  Lordship  w  as  ready  and  de- 
sirous, as  soon  as  Major-General  Lee  was  departed,  to  con- 
fer frequently  with  a  Committee  of  this  Congress  for  that 
purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Yates,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 
Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Hobart,  Colonel  Van  Cortlandt, 
Mr.  Gansevoort,  and  General  Ten  Broeck  be  a  Committee 
to  confer  with  Lord  Stirling  on  the  subject  of  a  communi- 
cation between  the  Ships  and  the  shore,  the  firing  of  the ' 
Sentries  on  the  Boats  passing  and  repassing,  and  the  sub- 
ject of  apprehending  and  sending  into  confinement  in  this 
and  another  Colony,  sundr}^  Inhabitants  of  this  City  and 
Colony,  without  the  knowledge  of,  or  application  to  any 
Committee  or  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  took  into  fiirther  consideration  the  scar- 
city of  Salt  in  this  Colony,  and  the  frequent  exportations 
thereof  into  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  came  to  the  fol- 
lowing determination,  to  wit  : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  7,  1776. 

This  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  inconveni- 
ences that  may  arise  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  from 
the  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  Salt,  and  being  informed 
that  this  necessary  article  is  daily  exported  in  great  quanti- 
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ties  from  this  Colony  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  wliich, 
if  not  prevented,  may  prove  very  prejudicial  to  this  Colony, 
have,  therefore,  thought  it  highly  expedient  for  the  present 
to  prohibit,  and  they  do  hereby  prohibit,  the  exjiortalion  of 
Salt  from  this  Colony  to  any  port  or  place  out  of  the  satne, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Congress  or  the  Committee  of 
Safety.    And  it  is 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Captain  William  Mercier 
be  empowered  'to  take  the  most  effectual  and  necessary 
steps  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  Salt  out  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New-  York,  contrary  to  the  above  prohibition ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  this  prohibition  be  sent  to  the  different 
County  Committees  in  this  Colony,  who  are  hereby  required 
to  carry  the  same  into  execution  wrthln  their  respective 
Counties ;  and  that  if  aijy  pereon  shall  violate  this  prohibi- 
tion, having  been  previously  acquainted  therewith,  the  name 
of  such  offender  shall  be  transmitted  forthwith  to  this  Con- 
gress or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  that  proper  steps  may  be 
taken  with  such  offender. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  a  certified  copy  of 
this  entry,  and  deliver  the  same  to  Captain  William  Mer- 
cier ;  and  the  Members  from  the  different  Counties,  now  at 
Congress,  make  copies  thereof  for  their  respective  County 
Committees. 

A  Return  of  Militia  Officers  from  Cornwall  Precinct,  in 
Orange  County,  bearing  date  the  2d  day  of  March  instant, 
and  signed  by  Thomas  Moffat,  Clerk  of  Cornwall  Precinct 
Committee,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  foilowmg  Officers  are  thereby  returned  duly  elected, 
viz: 

"  John  McManus,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Lamr- 
mereaux,  Ensign,  in  Captain  Frqncis  Smith's  Company  of 
Militia. 

"  Gilbert  Weeks,  Ensign  in  Captain  Christopher  Van 
Duerson's  Company  of  Militia. 

"  William  Bradley,  Ensign  in  Captain  Thomas  Moffat's 
Minute-men." 

The  said  Return  being  agreeable  to  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations of  this  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen 
according  to  the  said  Return. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.,  P.  M.,  March  7,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
Fob  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 

Randall,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.   Evert  Bancker,  Mr.    Van 

Cortlandt,  Captain  Rutgers,  Captain  Denning,  Colonel 

McDougall. 
Fob  Albany. — ^Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Gamevoort,  Co- 
lonel Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
Fob  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Ho- 

bart. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Moses 

Graham,  Major  Schenck. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  CohnelJo- 

seph  Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Colonel  Cortlandt,  Mr. 

Tlwmas. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

The  Congress  was  informed  by  Captain  Rutgers,  one  of 
the  Members,  and  by  Mr.  Benson,  one  of  the  Secretaries, 
that  Captain  John  Johnson,  as  they  are  well  informed,  had 
caned  Alexander  Lesslie,  even  in  the  Assembly  and  Con- 
gress Chamber,  and  had  then  sent  him  a  prisoner  to  the 
Barracks,  where  he  is  now  confined. 

Ordered,  That  the  Dooorkeeper  order  Captain  Johnson 
to  attend  here  immediately. 

Captain  Johnson  says :  That  Colonel  Ritzema  informed 
him  that  three  Counties  in  Virginia  had  joined  Lord  Dun- 
more,  and  said  Alexander  Lesslie  was  his  author.  That  he 
told  Colonel  Ritzema  he  would  cane  the  man  who  said  so, 
ifnless  he  named  the  author.  That  he  saw  Lesslie,  who 
said  Samuel  Burling  was  his  author.     That  Burling  being 


out  of  town,  he  met  Lesslie  again,  and  spoke  to  him  again 
on  the  subject.  That  Lesslie  said  it  was  no  secret ;  that  it 
was  mentioned  several  times  in  his  shop  yesterday  after- 
noon ;  and  that  he  refused  to  name  the  persons  wlio  had 
mentioned  it.  That,  therefore,  he  beat  him  with  a  cane. 
That  Lesslie  then  abused  him,  and  that  he  came  here  to 
complain,  and  met  Lesslie  here,  who  again  had  some  words 
with  him ;  and  that  he  again  caned  him  here  m  this  room, 
and  sent  him  to  the  Guard-House. 

Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt  moved,  and  was  seconded  by 
Colonel  William  Williams,  that  the  warrant  to  raise  a  Com- 
pany of  the  Troops  of  this  Colony  in  Continental  service, 
lately  given  to  John  Johnson,  bo  taken  from  him,  and  that, 
as  far  forth  as  hi  the  power  of  this  Congress,  he  be  dismiss- 
ed the  Continental  service,  and  all  employments  under  this 
Congress. 

The  previous  question  being  about  to  be  moved  on  Mr. 
Van  Cortlandt's  motion,  he  agreed  to  let  it  remain  unde- 
termined for  the  present. 

Mr.  Gansevoort  moved,  and  was  seconded,  in  the  words 
following : 

I  move  that  Mr.  Lesslie  be  immediately  liberated,  and 
ordered  to  appear  before  this  Congress. 

The  same  being  agreed  to  by  a  very  great  majority  of  the 
Members,  without  debate,  the  following  Order  was  agreed 
to  and  issued,  and  sent  by  the  Doorkeeper,  viz : 

Ordered,  That  the  Officer  of  the  Guard  having  Alex- 
ander Lesslie,  the  Peruke-maker,  in  custody,  do  imme- 
diately liberate  the  said  Alexander  Lesslie ;  and  the  said 
Alexander  Lesslie  is  hereby  ordered  immediately  to  appear 
before  the  Provincial  Congress,  now  sitting  in  the  Assembly 
Chamber,  in  the  City-Hall. 

This  Congress  being  informed  that  Thomas  Vernon  is  in- 
imical to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  ought  not  to  be  pei^ 
mitted  to  go  at  large ;  and  being  informed  by  some  of  the 
Members  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  by  one  of  the 
Secretaries,  that  the  said  Thomas  Vernon  was  some  weeks 
ago  committed  to  the  Guard-House,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  and  has  not  since  been  discharged  by  any 
order  of  this  Congress  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  from 
whence  it  is  most  probable  that  he  must  have  escaped  from 
confinement. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  Vernon  be  immediately 
apprehended  and  committed  to  custody  in  the  Guard-House, 
and  there  confined  until  the  further  order  of  this  Congress 
or  the  Committee  g{  Safety  ;  and  that  Colonel  McDougall 
cause  this  order  to  be  duly  executed. 

Garret  Roorbdcjc,  the  Barrackmaster,  attending  at  the 
door,  was  called  in.  He  delivered  in  his  Accounts,  anH 
informed  the  Congress  that  a  considerable  balance  was  due 
to  him,  and  that  he  wanted  money  to  procure  Wood  and 
other  necessaries. 

Ordered,  That  his  Accounts  be  delivered  to  the  Auditors. 

Alexander  Lesslie  being  brought  in,  heard,  and  examined, 
says :  That  this  morning,  opposite  Mrs.  Curtenius's  door. 
Captain  Johnson  came  to  him  and  asked  who  was  his  au- 
thor for  the  report  he  had  spread  ?  That  he  answered,  Sam- 
uel Burling ;  and  Captain  Johnson  left  him.  That  in  the 
afternoon,  in  the  Broadway,  Captain  Johnson  asked  him  if 
he  had  found  out  the  author  of  the  report  concerning  Lord 
Dunmore's  landing,  which  had  been  told  to  him  by  a  person 
in  the  afternoon  preceding.  That  he  answered  no  ;  that  it 
was  a  stranger,  whom  he  did  not  know,  who  was  shaved  in 
his  shop.  Upon  which.  Captain  Johnson  answered,  "  You 
damned  rascal,  you  and  Samuel  Burling  deserve  to  be 
caned  ;  and  had  I  him  here,  I  would  cane  him  immediately ; 
and  if  you,  you  scoundrel,  do  not  get  along  about  your  bu- 
siness, I  will  cane  you ;"  and,  at  that  instant,  drove  a  cane 
in  his  face,  and  then  struck  several  blows  with  the  cane  at 
his  head,  which  he  received  on  his  arms  by  defending  his 
head.  That  he  (the  examinant)  then  went  to  pick  up  a 
paving-stone  to  knock  him  down  with  it,  in  his  own  defence ; 
that,  before  he  could  get  the  stone  up,  Johnson  closed  in 
with  him,  on  which  he  took  Johnson's  stick  fix)m  him ;  that 
immediately  thereon,  Johnson  drew  his  hanger ;  on  which 
he  made  a  blow  at  .Johnson  with  the  stick,  and  missed  him, 
and  lost  the  stick  out  of  his  hand,  and  Johnson  then  pursued 
him  with  his  hanger,  and  he  fled  from  him ;  and  finding  an 
axe  in  the  street,  he  took  it  up  to  defend  himself  with  ;  and 
Colonel  Ritzema  came  up  and  spoke  to  Johnson. 
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That  soon  after,  returning  from  HalTs  Tavern  to  his  own 
house,  he  saw  Johnson,  and  several  officei-s  with  him,  com- 
ing out  of  his  (this  examinant's)  house  ;  upon  v  hich  he  ran 
inmiediately  to  this  Ciianiber,  to  lay  his  case  before  this  Con- 
gress, and  found  the  Congress  was  not  yet  assembled.  That 
Johnson  pursued  him  to  this  Chamber,  and  into  the  Cham- 
ber, and  beat  him  with  his  stick  until  this  examinant  took 
the  stick  from  him.  That  Johnson  then  beat  him  with  his 
fists,  and  struck  him  many  blows  on  his  anus,  attempting  to 
.strike  him  on  the  head,  and  also  struck  him  a  blow  in  the 
eye,  and  bit  his  hand.  Tliat  Johnson  then  ordered  two 
other  officers  to  take  hold  of  him  (this  examinant)  and  carry 
him  to  the  Guard-House ;  that  one  of  them  seized  him  by 
the  collar,  and  forced  him  out  of  the  room,  and  that  they 
forcibly  took  him  to  the  Guard-House.  That  WiUiam  A. 
Forbes  was  one  of  the  officers,  and  went  to  the  Guard- 
House  with  him.  That  thepther  officer  told  this  examinant 
that  CajJtain  Johnson  was  his  superior  officer,  and  that  he 
was  obliged  to  obey  him.  That  they  took  him  to  the  upper 
Barrack  Guard-room. 

The  examinant  iurther  says,  that,  yesterday  morning, 
Samuel  Burling  came  into  his  shop,  and  mentioned,  as  a 
report  or  news,  that  Lord  Dunmore  had  landed  in  Virginia 
with  some  troops,  and  that  a  number  of  Virginians  had 
joined  him.  That  he  (the  examinant)  soon  after  went  to 
dress  Colonel  Ritzema  ;  and,  being  by  him  asked  w  hat  news, 
mentioned  what  Samuel  Burling  related.  That  this  is  the 
matter  for  which  Captain  Johnson  called  on  him  for  his 
author. 

Sampson  Dyckman  says  he  was  talking  to  Captain  John- 
son ;  that  Johnson  called  to  Lesslie,  and  asked  if  he  had 
found  that  man ;  that  Lesslie  said  no,  but  he  could  fuid 
him ;  and  he  gave  substantially  the  same  account  which 
Alexander  Lesslie  has  given.  And  he  further  says,  that 
when  Johnson  was  beating  him  in  the  Assembly  Chamber, 
he  took  Johnson  off,  and  separated  them.  That  Captain 
Johnson  desired  him  to  take  Lesslie  to  the  Guard-House, 
and  that  he  refused. 

Alexander  Lesslie  and  Sampson  Dyckman  ordered  to 
withdraw. 

The  Congress  then  went  into  the  consideration  of  the 
conduct  of  Captain  John  Johnson ;  and  the  whole  examina- 
tions of  the  parties,  and  the  above  memorandum  of  the  evi- 
dence of  Sampson  Dyckman,  were  severally  read. 

Mr.  Van  C'ortlandt  then  moved  his  motion  for  dismissing 
Captain  Johnson  from  service,  as  before  entered  on  the 
Minutes  of  this  afternoon,  be  now  read  and  taken  mto  con- 
sideration. , 

And  the  same  being  again  read,  is  in  the  words  following : 

"  I  move  that  the  warrant  to  raise  a  Company  of  the 
Tit)ops  of  this  Colony  in  Continental  sei-vice,  lately  given 
to  John  Johnson,  be  taken  from  him,  and  that,  as  far  forth 
as  in  the  power  of  this  Congress,  he  be  dismissed  the  Con- 
tinental service,  and  all  employments  under  this  Congress." 

Debates  arose  thereon  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  m  tlie 
negative,  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit : 


For  the  JVegative* 

Westchester. 

Dutchess. 

Suffolk. 

Ulster. 

Orange. 

Charlotte. 

Try  on. 


S  Richmond. 


16  votes. 


For  the  ^tffirmative, 

3  Albany. — Mr.    Ganaevoort  dis- 

senting. 

4  New-York. — Colonel  McDoti- 

gall.  Col.  I.ott,  Mr.  Bancker, 
Mr.  Prince  dissenting. 

3  King's. 

2  Cumberland. 

1 1  votes. 


Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  said  motion  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Gansevoort  then  moved,  and  was  seconded,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  I  move  that  Captain  John  Johnson  be  ordered  to  the  bar 
of  this  Congress ;  and  that  he  make  proper  concessions  for 
tlie  insult  offered  to  this  Congress,  by  usurping  a  power 
which  is  vested  in  this  Congress  ;  that  he  be  charged  to  be- 
have  himself  peaceably  towards  Alexander  Lesslie,  whom 
he  has  grossly  injured  ;  that  he  receive  a  severe  reprimand 
fit)m  the  Chair ;  and  that  he  be  told  if  he  should  be  guilty 
of  the  like  behaviour  in  future,  this  Congress  will  cause  him 
to  be  displaced." 

The  same  being  read  a  second  time  and  agreed  to, 

Resolved,  That  Captain  John  Johnson  be  ordered  to  the 


bar  of  this  Congress  ;  and  that  he  make  proper  concessions 
for  the  insult  offered  to  this  Congress,  by  usurping  a  power 
which  is  vested  in  this  Congress  ;  that  he  be  charged  to  be- 
have himself  peaceably  toward  Alexander  Lesslie,  whom 
he  has  grossly  injured  ;  that  he  receive  a  severe  reprimand 
fixam  the  Chair ;  and  that  he  be  told  if  he  should  be  guilty 
of  the  like  behaviour  in  future,  that  this  Congress  will  cause 
him  to  be  displaced. 

Mr.  Hobart,  according  to  order,  reported  a  draft  of  a 
Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  at  Continental  Con- 
gress, requesting  peniiission  for  Patrick  Sinclair  to  go  to 
Britain ;  which  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit :     , 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  7, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  late  Provincial  Congress  having  re- 
ceived inforniation,  on  the  3d  o{  August  last,  that  Captain 
Patrick  Sinclair  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Governour  and 
Superintendent  at  Missilimacana,  being  a  person  of  great 
influence  with  the  Indians,  and  that  he  was  then  in  this  city 
on  his  way  to  that  post,  and  thinking  it  would  be  imprudent 
to  permit  any  gentleman  under  the  influence  of  the  British 
Ministry  to  go  into  the  interior  of  the  country  to  exercise 
those  offices  who  inight  prejudice  the  Indians  against  the 
United  Colonies,  ordered  him  to  be  taken  into  custody,  and 
sent  iiim,  on  his  parole,  to  Suffollc  County,  on  Nassau- 
Island,  where  he  has  since  continued  to  demean  himself 
very  unexceptionably.  He  has  lately  applied,  by  letter,  (a 
copy  of  which  you  have  enclosed,)  to  this  Congress  for 
leave  to  return  to  Europe.  As  we  do  not  choose  to  take  a 
step  of  this  kind  without  the  advice  of  your  honourable 
body,  we  beg  you  will  lay  the  state  of  this  gentleman's  case 
before  Congress,  and  let'us  have  their  directions  thereon. 
We  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  Mr.  Sinclair  was  not  laid 
under  restraint  as  an  enemy  to  the  country.  No  informa- 
tion was  received  of  his  entertaining  sentiments  unfriendly 
to  the  Lfnited  Colonies,  but  to  the  contrary ;  and  that  he 
had  invariably  treated  our  Indian  traders  with  the  greatest 
humanity  and  politeness.  For  these  reasons,  and  from  the 
consideration  that  he  was  not  looked  upon  as  a  prisoner  of 
war,  we  wish  the  favour  he  asks  may  be  granted. 

And  are,  your  humble  servants.     By  order. 

To  the  New-York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitte'd. 

Mr.  Hobart,  according  to  order,  also  reported  a  draft  of 
a  Letter  to  Colonel  Blackwell,  and  sundry  other  gentlemen, 
of  ^ueen^s  County,  on  the  subject  of  forming  the  friends  to 
liberty  in  their  County  into  a  Militia,  and  of  choosing  and 
apjxjinting  Committees  ;  which  was  read  and  approved,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  being  of  opinion  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  inhabitants  of  your  County, 
who  have  signed  the  Association,  and  are  friendly  to  the 
liberties  of  their  country,  should  be  fonned  into  military 
companies  and  regimented,  and  be  in  a  capacity  of  defend- 
ing themselves  if  attacked ;  and,  being  informed  that  they 
have  appointed  a  County  Committee  and  likewise  that 
Committees  are  chosen  in  several  Districts  in  your  Coun- 
ty, request  that  they  carrj'  the  resolves  of  Congress  for 
regulating  the  Militia  into  execution,  and  recommend  suit- 
able men  for  the  Field-Officers. 

The  very  great  importance  of  the  rights  for  which  we  are 
contending,  added  to  the  consideration  of  the  present  critical 
situation  of  our  publick  affairs,  and  the  great  probability  that 
the  enemy  will  endeavour  to  get  possession  of  this  Colony 
in  the  course  of  the  spring,  renders  it  totally  unnecessary 
for  us  to  urge  any  arguments  with  you  on  the  subject.  We 
doubt  not  you  will  exert  yourselves  to  have  these  matters 
settled  with  all  possible  despatch  in  your  County, 

We  remain  your  humble  servants.     By  order. 
To  Colonel  Blackwell. 

Die  Veneris,  k.  M.  March  8,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhidl,  President. 
Fon  New-York. — Mr.  Van  Zandt,    Mr.   Randall,   Mr. 
Prince,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Captain  Denning, 
Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  McDougall. 
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For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 
Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gehton,  Mr.  Ho- 
bart. 

For  Wf.stchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Ms^pt  Lock- 
wood,  Mr.  Thomas. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  M.  Gra- 
ham, Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  (on  service,)  Major  Schenck. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  ffilliams. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randall  and  Colonel  Ten  Broeck 

be  added  to  the  Committee  to  confer  with  Lord  Stirling 

on  the  subject  of  a  communication  with  the  Ships-of-War, 

&c.;  and  that  Mr.  Hobart  and  Mr.  Gansevoort  be  excused 

from  attending  the  said  Committee. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Joseph  Smith,  setting  forth  his 
distress,  and  offering  his  service  to  his  country,  particularly 
in  any  Marine  Department,  if  there  is  or  should  be  a  va- 
cancy, was  read  and  filed.  * 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  remain  on  file,  to  be  taken 
up  if  an  opportunity  should  offer  in  which  his  service  will 
be  useful. 

Captain  Johnson,  according  to  the  Order  of  yesterday 
evening,  attending  at  the  door,  the  door  was  opened,  and  he 
came  to  the  bar  of  the  House.  The  Resolve  of  yesterday 
evening  was  read  to  him.  He  was  reprimanded  from  the 
Chair  for  his  conduct,  and  informed  of  the  line  of  his  duty; 
charged  to  behave  himself  peaceably  towards  Alexander 
Lesslie,  whom  he  had  grossly  injured ;  and  infonned  that,  if 
he  should  be  guilty  of  the  like  behaviour  in  future,  Con- 
gress will  cause  him  to  be  displaced.  Captain  John  John- 
son engaged  to  demean  himself  prudently,  and  withdrew. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  Minutes  and 
Proceedings  of  the  present  Committee  of  Safety,  from  the 
beginning,  on  the  3d  of  January  last.  On  reading  the  Peti- 
tion oi  George  Co-ffin,  mentioned  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  and  by  the 
Minutes  of  the  said  Committee  recommended  to  this  Con- 
gress— the  said  Petition  was  read  and  heard.  The  Con- 
gress taking  his  case  into  consideration — 

[The  following  memorandum  is  in  pencil  mark :] 

"  The  rough  notes  say  George  Coffin  to  be  pardoned  on 
publishing  his  Petition  and  Pardon." 

On  reading  the  Resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
on  the  6th  day  of  January,  relating  to  the  fortifying  of  some 
Inlets  in  Suffolk  County, 

Ordered,  That  any  further  prosecution  of  that  measure 
be  left  wholly  with  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

On  reading  the  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony 

•  HoNopnABLE  Gestiemei?  :  I  am  out  of  employment,  and  ruin  stares 
me  in  the  face.  If  any  place  in  your  gift  is  vacant,  or  likely  soon  to  be, 
should  be  g!a<l  to  serve  my  country  in  any  capacity  I  am  capable  of.  I 
have  for  many  years  sailed  out  of  this  place,  as  master  and  owner  of  a 
vessel,  in  which  way  I  had  acquired  something  handsome,  of  all  which 
I  was  deprived  in  one  unfortunate  moment  by  having  my  vessel  and 
cargo  seized;  which  circumstance  is  well  known  to  several  of  the  City 
Members.  This  sudden  transition  from  a  state  of  comfortable  subsis- 
tence to  a  state  of  wretchedness,  was  almost  more  than  I  could  bear.  I 
have  ever  since  struggled  hard,  but  cannot  get  ahead. 

I  am  well  acquainted  in  the  IVest-Iiulies — Dutch,  French, a.nA  some  of 
the  Spanish  ports ;  likewise  in  many  ports  in  Europe.  If  this  honourable 
House  should  at  any  time  think  proper  to  send  me  for  powder  or  warlike 
stores,  I  am  willing  to  risk  my  life  in  the  service;  or  if  any  person  is  want- 
ing on  the  lakes,  or  to  superintend  the  building  of  vessels,  should  be 
glad  to  serve  in  that  capacity.  I  would  not  by  this  be  understood,  how- 
ever, to  dictate  to  the  honourable  House  ;  I  only  mention  this  because  I 
am  betler  acquainted  in  the  maritime  way  than  in  any  other.  ?'or  my 
character,  please  to  inquire  of  Captain  ItanthUl,  Captain  liOn^,  Mr.  Van 
Zandt,  or  Mr.  Curtemus ;  who,  I  do  not  doubt,  will  give  you  full  satisfac- 
tion. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Smith. 

P.  S.  My  home  at  present  is  at  Mr.  Benjamin  Hannings,  in  Pisca- 
ta-may,  J\'ev!-Jerset/,  to  which  place  I  have  retired  with  my  family  (coming 
home  very  sick  last  fall  from  Carolina,')  because  it  is  not  so  expensive  as 
in  town,  and  wa<  the  reason  of  not  applying  sooner.  I  shall  return  in  a 
day  or  two.  If  any  occasion  for  me,  please  to  let  Mr.  Curteniua  know 
your  commands. 
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on  the  subject  of  tlie  inroads  from  Connecticut,  ordered  on 
the  11  th  day  of  January,  instant : 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  wrote  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Colony,  informing  them,  the  Govemour  and  Representatives 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  have  not  yet  given  any  answer 
to  the  Letter  from  this  Provincial  Congress  on  that  subject,  ^ 
nor  returned  nor  made  any  restitution  ibr  the  types  or  pro- 
perty taken  away  from  James  Rivington. 

On  reading  the  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
11th  January,  for  the  distribution  of  Gunpowder  gratb  in 
half  pounds  ;  the  Congress,  on  being  informed  that  it  prin- 
cipally remains  to  be  carried  into  execution,  if  proper,  is  ol 
opinion  that  it  is  not  proper,  and  orders  that  it  be  not  car- 
ried into  execution  for  the  present,  unless  in  case  of  inva- 
sion. 

The  Committee  who  went  to  confer  with  Lord  Stirling, 
on  tlic  sundry  matters  given  to  them  in  charge,  as  appears 
by  the  entry  thereof  in  the  Minutes  of  yesterday,  reported : 
That  they  had  conferred  with  Lord  Stirling ;  that  he  had 
given  the  following  information  to  them,  which  he  had  re- 
ceived this  morning,  to  wit :  That  a  Brigantine  came  into 
the  Hook  yesterday  evening,  and  came  to  an  anchor  under 
the  stern  of  the  Phenix,  and  that  the  people  on  board 
gave  three  cheers ;  that  four  sail  of  large  Vessels  are  in  the 
Hook,  and  a  SnoVv  in  the  offing ;  that  by  another  person 
advice  was  received  from  Nassau-Island,  that  six  or  seven 
topsail  Vessels  are  in  the  Hook. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Captain /?M(g'er«  and  Captain 
Randall  be  a  Committee  to  despatch  a  proper  person  to  the 
Narrows  by  land,  and  another  person  in  a  Whale-Boat  to 
the  Hook,  to  make  discoveries,  and  return  and  report  to  this 
Committee  with  all  possible  despatch. 

The  said  Committee  reported  as  to  the  matters  given 
tbem  in  charge,  that  they  had  settled  a  plan  with  Lord 
Stirling  for  supplying  the  Ships-of-War  and  Govemour 
Tryon's  Ship  with  Provisions,  (subject  to  the  approbation 
and  confirmation  of  this  Congress,)  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

In  order  to  prevent  any  obstructions  to  the  supply  of  Pro- 
visions, and  other  necessaries,  being  furnished  to  the  Ships-of- 
War  and  the  Govemour's  Ship,  pursuant  to  a  former  order 
of  this  Congress, 

//  is  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  whenever  Provisions 
or  Supplies  are  to  be  furnished  to  either  of  the  said  Ships, 
the  Port-Master  appointed  by  this  Congress  shall  go  with 
the  said  Pro\isions  or  Supplies,  and  see  the  same  delivered 
on  board  the  said  Ships ;  that  he  take  with  him  only  such 
persons  as  are  necessary  to  navigate  the  Boat  or  Boats  car- 
rying such  Provisions  and  Supplies,  or  such  person  or  persons 
as  shall  liave  the  special  permission  of  the  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  countersigned  by  the  General ;  and  that  the 
said  Port-Master,  and  all  the  navigators  of  the  said  Boat,  or 
Boats,  be  under  oath  that  he,  or  they,  will  not  disclose  any 
matters  whatsoever  on  board  of  the  said  Ships,  relative  to 
the  Fortifications  erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony; 
that  he,  the  said  Port-Master,  will  not  suffer  any  of  the  men 
that  he  carries  with  him  in  the  said  Boat,  or  Boats,  to  go  on 
board  either  of  the  said  Ships,  and  that  he  will  not  carry, 
or  suffer  to  be  carried,  any  Letter  or  Papers  to,  or  from,  the 
said  Ships,  but  such  as  he  shall  be  first  satisfied  contain  no 
intelligence  of  a  publick  nature.  That  this  supply  is  to 
take  place,  and  be  continued,  on  condition  that  there  be  no 
obstruction  given  to  any  Boats  or  Vessels  bringing  Provi- 
sions, Provender,  or  Firewood  to  this  City. 

The  Congress  agreed  with  their  Committee  in  this  part 
of  their  Report,  and  confirms  the  same. 

The  said  Committee  further  reported:  That  as  to  the 
firing  of  the  Sentinels  on  the  Boats  coming  to  and  departing 
front  this  City,  they  had,  in  conjunction  with  Lord  Stirling, 
settled  and  agreed  on  such  orders  with  him,  to  be  issued  to 
the  Troops  by  Lord  Stirling,  as  will  prevent  that  inconve- 
nience for  die  future ;  and  that  Lord  Stirling  will,  towards 
evening,  transmit  to  this  Congress  a  copy  of  such  orders, 
and  requested  a  copy  of  the  Regulations  for  supplying  Pro- 
visions to  the  Ships  by  them  above  reported,  if  the  same 
should  be  agreed  to  and  confirmed  by  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  prepare  and  certify 
a  copy  of  the  said  Plan  or  Regulations  agreed  on  for  supply- 
ing the  Ships-of-War  and  Govemour  Tryon's  Ship  with 
Provisions,  and  transmit  the  same  to  Lord  Stirling. 
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And  Ordered,  That  another  copy  be  prepared  for  the 
Port-Master,  and  tliat  he  attend  here  at  five  o'clock  to  re- 
ceive Instructions. 

The  said  Committee  further  reported :  That  as  to  the 
other  matter  given  to  tiiem  in  charge,  to  wit :  "  the  appre- 
hending and  sending  into  confinement  in  tliis  and  a  neigh- 
bouring Colony,  sundry  inhabitants  of  this  City  and  Colony, 
without  tlie  knowledge  of,  or  application  to,  this  Congress," 
and  the  reasons  thereof,  that  Lord  Stirling  had  assured 
them  that  the  like  should  not  happen  in  time  to  come ;  that 
he  informed  them  that  John  Gregg  was  apprehended,  and 
is  now  confined  in  the  Guard-House  at  the  Barracks,  for 
having,  in  the  night  time,  attacked  the  sentinels  on  duty  at 
their  posts ;  and  that  he  submits  his  trial  and  punishment  to 
the  Congress.  That  Governour  Tryon^s  two  ser\ants  and 
his  linen  will  be  sent  to  his  ship  by  the  firet  provision-boat ; 
that  the  seamen  who  lately  came  from  the  Ship  Dutchess 
of  Gordon,  and  were  apprehended,  desire  diat  they  may  not 
return  on  board ;  and  that  the  sole  occasion  of  the  appre- 
hending Samuel  Gale,  and  sending  him  to  confinement, 
arose  from  copies  of  some  letter,  or  lettei's,  which  were  in 
the  custody  of  a  certain  Colonel  William  Williams,  a  Mem- 
ber of  this  Congress ;  that  he  knows  of  no  other  evidence 
against  him,  and  submits  his  case  entirely  to  this  Congress. 
That  his  Lordship  assured  them  that,  for  the  future,  any 
persons  apprehended  shall  not  be  sent  out  of  the  Colony ; 
but  tlieir  cases  respectively  (if  any  be  apprehended)  shall 
be  referred  to  this  Congress.  That  he  further  declared  that 
it  was  not  his  wish  or  desire  to  interfere  with  tlie  civil 
Government  or  police  of  the  City  or  Colony,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  harmonize  with  and  aid  the  civil  Govern- 
ment. 

The  said  Committee  then  informed  the  Congress  that 
Lord  Stirling  had  requested  them  to  inform  this  Congress 
that  the  present  Prison  or  Jail  of  this  City  will,  in  a  short 
time,  be  within  some  military  lines ;  that  it  will  be  incon- 
venient to  have  the  Jailer  and  Prisoners  within  the  lines ; 
that  he  will  be  imder  a  necessity  of  applying  the  Jail  to 
other  uses ;  and,  therefore,  requests  the  Congress  to  take 
into  their  consideration  what  may  be  necessary  to  be  di- 
rected as  to  the  Jailer  and  the  Prisoners. 

A  Memorial  of  Abraham  Lott,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  sets  forth  that 
one-tentli  part  of  the  emission  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  issued 
by  a  law  of  this  Colony  in  1771,  with  the  interest  thereof, 
will  soon  be  due ;  that  money  of  that  emission  cannot  be 
obtained  to  discharge  those  debts,  agreeable  to  that  law, 
and  praying  advice  in  the  premises  ;  and  whether  the  Loan- 
Officers  may  receive  any  money  now  current  in  the  Co- 
lony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Hobart,  and  General  Ten 
Broeclc,  be  a  Committee  to  take  with  them  and  consider 
the  said  Memorial,  and  report  thereon  to  this  Congress  with 
all  convenient  speed. 

Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  8,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,   Colonel  McDougall,  Mr. 

Van  Zandt,  Mr.  RandaU,  Mr.  Sands,  Captain  Denning, 

Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  Prince. 
For   Albany. — General    Ten  Broeclc,  Mr.    Yates,   Mr. 

Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Jo- 
seph Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Thomas. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palnwr, 

(on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  M. 

Graham,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston,  Major  Schenck. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  WWiams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Captain  Rutgers  and  Mr.  RandaU  informed  the  Congress 
that,  from  various  informations  which  they  have  obtained, 
(the  particulars  whereof  they  mentioned,)  they  have  good 


reason  to  believe  that  the  report  of  a  number  of  topsail 
Vessels  being  at  Sandy-Hook  is  false.  But  they  have,  not- 
withstanding, despatched  Captain  Mcllroy  to  the  Narrows 
to  make  discovery,  and  that  this  Congress  may  expect  his 
information  this  evening. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  Major- 
General  Lee,  before  liis  de|)arture,  received  a  Letter  from 
Major-General  Schuyler,  informing  of  the  state  of  the 
Troops  gone  forward  to  Canada,  and  of  many  other  things 
relative  to  the  present  or  ensuing  campaign  in  that  Depart- 
ment ;  that  General  Lee  had  left  him  a  copy  of  diat  Letter 
to  be  laid  before  this  Congress  for  their  infoimation  ;  which 
he  then  delivered  to  the  Cliair. 

Thereupon  the  same  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Albany,  February  29,  1776. 

"Dear  General:  Congress  having  ordered  that  I  should 
repair  to  New-  York,  to  take  tlie  command  there  as  soon  as 
my  health  would  permit,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  repre- 
sent to  them  that  if  that  obstacle  was  immediately  removed, 
I  should  not  be  able  to  leave  this  until  the  batteaus,  now 
building  at  Fort  George,  were  finished,  and  everytliing 
got  into  such  a  train  as  that  your  Anny  in  Canada  may 
not  suffer  for  want  of  provisions ;  which  it  certainly  will  if  I 
quit  this,  and  you  innnediately  go  into  Canada,  where 
your  presence  is  much,  very  much  indeed,  wanted. 

"At  a  moderate  calculation  the  provisions  which  we 
took,  what  was  carried  in,  and  what  has  since  been  brought, 
there  was  sufficient  to  the  month  of  June;  and  yet  they  are 
now  so  neariy  expended  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  send 
four  hundred  barrels  of  pork,  in  sleds,  at  the  enormous  ex- 
pense of  three  pounds  per  barrel. 

"  I  have  sent  to  Canada  one  eighteen,  and  a  number  of 
twelve-pounders,  with  what  suitable  shot  were  left  at  the 
upper  posts. 

"  I  need  not  observe  to  you,  that  you  will  stand  in  need 
of  a  number  of  carpenters  and  shipwrights.  I  only  men- 
tion it  to  advise  you  that  I  have  fifty  or  more  that  can  go 
off  at  a  moment's  warning.  The  Canadians  are  very  indif- 
ferent workmen,  and,  besides,  will  not  take  our  paper  mo- 
ney; so  that,  everything  considered,  I  conclude  it  will  be 
best  to  take  them  from  hence. 

"  Besides  the  pork  above-mentioned,  I  have  ordered  one 
hundred  and  fifty  head  of  tJie  largest  and  best  stall-fed  cat- 
tle to  be  purchased,  which  I  hope  to  get  into  Canada  whilst 
the  Lakes  are  still  passable  on  the  ice.  I  iiave  so  arrano'ed 
matters  that  tliey  will  carry  their  own  fodder,  and  I  hope 
two  hundred  barrels  of  pork  besides. 

"  I  do  not  know  if  the  cannon  ordered  from  Neio-York 
have  travelling  carriages.  I  have  written  on  the  subject  to 
the  Committee  to  whom  the  conveyance  of  them  is  cnti-ust- 
ed.  If  they  have  not,  I  think  I  could  complete  tliem  here 
in  ten  days,  as  I  have  employed  a  person  to  look  out  for 
the  proper  timber,  and  to  speak  to  all  the  wheelw  rights  in 
this  place  and  its  vicinity  to  be  ready  when  called  upon. 

"  The  Regiments  to  be  raised  for  the  Canada  service,  in 
the  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Connecticut,  are  not  yet  march- 
ed from  thence.  Four  Companies  of  the  Pennsylvanians  are 
gone  on  the  5th.  The  only  one  left  here  will  march  to- 
morrow. Tliree  Jersey  Companies  are  also  marched,  and 
about  one  thousand  from  this  Colony  and  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, which  I  ordered  to  be  raised  immediately  after 
our  repulse  at  (^ueheck.  As  the  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
Companies  are  very  incomplete,  I  have  ordered  all  the 
men  that  were  raised  by  my  immediate  order  to  be  engaged 
for  the  campaign,  and  to  remain  in  Canada.  I  imagined 
that  necessity  would  justify  this  step,  and  I  have  advised 
Congress  diereof,  and  pointed  out  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced me  to  it. 

"  Three  companies  of  Colonel  Van  Schaick's  Regiment 
are  neariy  complete.  One  of  them  is  at  Fort  George,  and 
the  other  at  Ticonderoga,  from  whence  they  will  move  as 
soon  as  I  can  get  a  few  men  out  of  those  others  to  be 
raised  in  this  Colony,  to  take  charge  of  those  posts.  All 
the  troops  that  have  hitherto  come  up  have  been  only  half 
armed,  and  I  am  greatly  distressed  to  furnish  them  ;  none  of 
them  had  moccasins,  and  great  numbers  wanted  shoes,  mit- 
tens, caps,  stockings,  &c. 

"I  hope  the  New-York  Convention  will  forward  the 
naval  stores  I  wrote  for  without  delay,  as  none  are  to  be 
had  in  Canada,  and  you  will  stand  in  great  need  of  tliem. 
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"General  fVooster  has  pressed  me  in  the  most  earnest 
manner  for  a  supply  of  hard  cash.  With  difficulty,  and 
by  giving  my  own  security,  I  have  been  able  to  collect 
about  twenty-one  hundred  pounds,  which  is  gone  on  to 
him.  It  will  be  well  to  bring  up  with  you  whatever  you 
can  procure  at  New- York,  as  you  will  be  greatly  distressed 
in  Canada  without  it. 

"  Eight  tons  of  powder  are  ordered  up,  and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve with  what  is  in  Canada  that  the  whole  will  exceed 
twelve.  I  had  written  to  Congress  for  fifteen.  You  are  a 
much  better  judge  than  I  can  pretend  to  be  whether  you 
will  have  a  sufficiency. 

"Adieu,  my  dear  General,  and  believe  me,  with  the 
most  respectful  sentiments  of  esteem,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant,  »  p^^^^^  Schuyler. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Major-General  Lee." 

General  Ten  Broeck  and  Major  Schenck,  to  whom  were 
refeiTed  the  Letters  of  Attorney  from  the  soldiere  now  in 
Canada,  and  the  applications  of  their  wives  thereon  for 
money  to  be  advanced  to  them,  in  part  of  the  wages  of 
their  respective  husbands,  delivered  in  theu"  Report,  in  the 
words  and  figures  following,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  for  considering  the  application  of  several 
soldiers'  wives,  whose  husbands  are  now  in  the  Continental 
service  in  the  Northern  Department,  do  report :  That  the 
sum  of  forty-one  Pounds  and  one  Shilling  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  to  be  advanced  to  the  several 
persons  hereunder  named,  in  the  manner  following ;  and  that 
Fe%r  Curtenius  be  desired  to  pay  the  several  sums  annex- 
ed to  their  names,  and  take  vouchers,  and  transmit  an  ac- 
count of  the  same  to  General  Schuyler  as  soon  as  possible : 
Unto  Sarah  Halhway,  the  sum  of-     -     -     -£l     4     0 
Elizabeth  Treglith,  the  sum  of   -     -     -      14     0 
Mary  Linck,  the  sum  of-----      2  13     4 
Jane  Quackenbush,  the  sum  of    -     -     -      14     0 

Letty  Allen,  the  sum  of 2  13     4 

Hannah  Grant,  the  sum  of----  140 
Dotia  McMidlen,  the  sum  of----  140 
Elizabeth  Parker,  the  sum  of  -  -  -  14  0 
Sarah  Wright,  the  sum  of----  140 
Elizabeth  Kip,  the  sum  of----  140 
Mary  Neam,  the  sum  of-----  140 
Mary  Bamow,  the  sum  of      .     -     -     -      2  13     4 

Mary  Miller,  the  sum  of 2134 

Elizabeth  Pool,  the  sum  of  -  -  -  -  2  13  0 
John  Kidder,  the  sum  of-----  2134 
Elizabeth  Van  Der  Feeld,  the  sum  of  -  14  0 
Anna  Mary  Worth,  the  sum  of  -  -  -  2  13  4 
Sarah  Hesse,  the  sum  of-----  2  1 34 
Catharine  Ashfield,  the  sum  of  -  -  -  2  13  4 
Henry  Lower,  the  sum  of  ----  21 3  4 
Catharine  Mcintosh,  the  sum  of  -     -     -      14     0 


Catharine  Taylor,  the  sum  of 


£39  17     0 
-      1     4     0 

£41     1     0 


Which  is  humbly  submitted  by 

Abraham  Ten  Broeck, 
Henry  Schenck. 

The  aforegoing  Report  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  into  the  hands 
of  Peter  T.  Curtenius  the  sum  of  forty-one  Pounds  one 
Shilling  and  four  Pence ;  that  Mr.  Curtenius  dispose  of  the 
said  money  in  advancing  to  the  distressed  wives  and  friends 
of  sundry  soldiers  now  in  Canada,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies,  agreeable  to  the  List  delivered  hun ;  and 
that  Mr.  Curtenius  transmit  to  General  Schuyler  an  account 
of  the  same,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  stopped  out 
of  the  pay  of  those  soldiers  to  whose  wives  or  friends  such 
moneys  have  been  advanced. 

The  Contrress  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  residue  of  the 
M'mutes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  be- 
gining  where  they  had  ceased  hearing  them  in  the  former 
part  of  this  day,  to  the  proceedings  of  the  morning  of  the 
12th  day  of  January  last. 

The  Congress  having  proceeded  to  hear  the  Minutes  of 
the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  as 


far  as  those  of  the  morning  of  the  24th  day  of  January 
last,  oti  reading  the  dis|)osition  therein  mentioned  to  have 
been  made  of  tlie  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  left  at  the 
disposition  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  tiie  support  of 
the  poor,  the  Congress  were  informed  that  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  thirty  Pounds  and  three  Pence  of  the  said  one 
thousand  Pounds  which  had  been  put  into  the  hands  of 
John  Ramsay,  had  been  since  drawn  from  him  by  drafts 
or  order  of  the  Committee,  and  expended  in  wood,  cheap 
provisions,  and  other  necessaries  distributed  to  the  poor ; 
that,  with  the  remaining  six  hundred  and  sixty-nine  Pounds 
nineteen  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  the  said  John  Ramsay 
employs  many  poor  in  spinning,  weaving,  and  dressing  flax 
and  manufacturing  linen  cloth,  (a  sample  whereof  was  pro- 
duced,) in  such  manner  as  to  support  several  hundreds  of 
poor;  but  that  he  is  unable  to  render  the  Institution  as 
extensively  useful  as  he  could  wish  for  want  of  a  larger 
capital. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Mr.  John 
Ramsay  the  further  sum  of  one  thousand  three  hundred 
and  thirty  Pounds  and  three  Pence,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  him  to  employ  the  industrious  poor  in  this  City 
in  spinning  and  manufactures ;  and  that  the  said  Treasurer 
take  Mr.  Ramsay's  receipt  for  that  sum;  the  said  John 
Ramsay  to  be  accountable  for  the  same  to  this  Congress  or 
the  Coirunittee  of  Safety  when  thereunto  required,  and  to 
have  the  like  commissions  on  this  as  on  the  former  sum 
which  he  has  employed  in  the  same  way. 

On  reading  the  Memorandum  of  the  sureties  taken  of 
Lawrence  Hartwick  on  the  24th  of  January,  in  the  after- 
noon, for  his  appearance  when  called  for,  and  his  good  be- 
haviour, the  Congress  was  informed  by  a  Member  that  the 
said  Laivrence  Hartwick  is  long  since  gone  on  board  of  one 
of  the  ships-of-war. 

Ordered,  That  his  Sureties  be  called  on  to  produce  him ; 
and  if  they  do  not  produce  him,  that  they  be  brought  before 
this  Congress. 

Christopher  Duyckinck,  who  was  sent  to  apprehend, 
some  Pilots,  late  of  this  City,  and  now  in  the  service  of  the 
Ministerial  Navy,  being  at  the  door,  was  admitted.  He 
says  those  Pilots  came  on  shore,  but  with  a  boat  with  armed 
men  for  their  protection  ;  that  they  came  on  shore  frequently 
in  that  manner ;  that  they  have  been  three  times  on  shore 
since  he  went  to  endeavour  to  apprehend  them ;  that  with- 
out the  assistance  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  with  muskets, 
he  thinks  it  is  not  probable  they  will  be  apprehended ;  that 
he  thinks  that  number,  with  three  or  four  days'  provision, 
and  properly  armed  and  lodged,  may  effect  tlie  taking  of 
them.  That  a  Brigantine,  having  on  board  rum,  sugar,  and 
salt,  was  taken  yesterday  evening ;  that  Francis  James,  the 
Pilot,  went  out  in  the  vessel  that  seized  and  took  her,  and 
was  active  therein ;  that  the  Phenix  has  a  number  of  boats 
about  her. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougaU  give  such  directions 
as  he  may  think  necessary  for  apprehending  the  said  Pilots, 
and  that  that  matter  be  committed  solely  to  him,  and 
Duyckinck  take  his  directions. 

Captain  Mcllroy,  who  was  sent  out  at  noon  by  Captain 
Rutgers  and  Captain  Randall,  returned  ;  he  was  brought 
near  the  Chair.  He  says  there  is  not  any  topsail  vessel 
below  but  a  Brigantine,  which  belonged  to  one  Bams,  of 
Elizabethtown,  and  which  is  seized  by  the  Phenix ;  that 
four  Sloop-rigged  vessels  (one  of  them  very  small)  lie  near 
the  Phenix ;  tiiat  a  person  informed  him  that  he  had  seen 
five  sail  off  the  Hook,  and  that  two  of  them  were  Brigan- 
tines. 

A  Message  was  brought  to  Congress  that  Nicholas  Low 
is  ready  to  deliver  the  Gunpowder  purchased  of  him. 

Ordered,  That  Richard  Norwood,  Commissary  of  Co- 
lony Stores,  be  directed  to  receive  and  take  the  charge  of 
some  Gunpowder,  which  will  be  dehvered  to  him  by  Mr. 
Nicholas  Low;  that  he  take  a  particular  account  of  the 
quantity,  and  that  he  mark  it  in  sucii  manner  as  that  it  may 
be  distinguished  from  the  other  Powder  stored  in  the  Ma- 
gazine. 

Congress  were  informed  that  some  person  in  this  City  has 
now  some  Muskets,  and  other  fire-arms,  preserved  for,  and 
which  did  formeriy  belong  to,  the  Ministerial  Army ;  that 
any  person  directed  by  Congress  to  take  tliem  for  the  use 
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of  the  Iroops  may  be  infonned  where  thoy  are.  It  was  the 
opinion  and  direction  of  Congress  thai  Colonel  McDmgall 
go  immediately  and  take  proper  measures  to  liave  tiieni 
secured. 

The  Cons^ess  then  proceeded  to  hear  the  whole  residue 
of  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  the  12th 
day  of  February  last,  inclusive. 

Die  Sabbati,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  9,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Brigadier-General  fVoodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr. 
Sands,  Mr.  Eieert  Bancker,  Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Roose- 
velt, Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Ge- 
neral Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 

For  Suffolk. — General  IVoodhull,  Mr.  Gelston. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Mor- 
ris Graham,  Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemits. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  ,.4/&ow,  Colonel  Hay. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Jo- 
seph Drake,  Mr.  Thomas,  Major  Lockivood. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

A  Letter  from  Messrs.  Curtenius  and  Elting,  relative  to 
their  contracting  to  supply  the  Continental  Troops  in  this 
Colony  with  Provisions,  was  read.* 

Ordered,  That  it  remain  on  file  until  the  Congress  take 
up  the  consideration  of  that  matter. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Curteniits,  relative  to  a  vast  mass 
of  chain  of  Iron  which  General  Lee  directed  him  to  have 
made  to  be  sent  to  the  Northward,  was  read.  He  thereby 
informs  that  considerable  parts  of  it  are  made,  and  requests 
directions  whether  he  shall  have  the  same  completed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Curtenius  apply  to  Lord  Stirling, 
(General  Lee^s  successor  in  command,)  and  that  he  take 
Lord  Stirling's  directions  as  to  that  matter. 

The  Petition  of  Robert  Robinson  and  Michael  Price,  of 
the  City  o{New-  York,  Merchants,  was  read  and  filed.  They 
thereby  testify  their  contrition  for  their  conduct  of  vending 
goods  at  a  very  advanced  price,  in  violation  of  the  Resolu- 
tion of  Continental  Congress  ;  and  their  detennination  strictly 
to  conform  to  the  regulations  of  Congress,  and  not  offend 
tlieir  countrymen  in  future ;  and  pray  to  be  restored. 

Congress  came  to  a  determination  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  9,  1776. 

Robert  Robinson  and  Michael  Price,  of  this  city.  Mer- 
chants, having  been  duly  convicted  by  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  Association  for  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York, 
of  having  violated  a  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress 
by  vending  goods  at  an  exorbitant  and  extortionate  profit ; 
and  the  said  Robert  Robinson  and  Michael  Price,  by  their 
petition,  having  declared  their  contrition  for  their  offence, 
and  their  intention,  for  the  future,  to  conform  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Continental  and  this  Congress,  and  their  desire 
to  make  their  peace  with  their  countrymen,  and  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  proving  themselves  sincere  friends  to  the 
liberties  of  America  : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Robert  Robinson  and  Michael 
Price  have  fully  satisfied  this  Congress  of  their  contrition  for 

•  Gewtikmks:  We  understand  that  Mr.  Livinffston's  and  our  proposals 
for  furnishinz  the  Iroops  of  this  place  were  this  day  laid  before  you ;  and 
that  the  mode  Mr.  Uvingaton  proposes  differs  widely  from  what  we  ap- 
prehended you  intended  it  should  be  done.  We  suppose,  fiom  this,  that 
Mr.  lj.vingaton  may  offer  another  proposal ;  which,  if  it  should  be  grant- 
ed, we  beg  the  same  indulgence.  Beside,  if  it  can  consistently  be  granted, 
we  beg  to  cancel  our  former  proposal,  and  furnish  you  with  another  by 
«ny  time  to-morrow,  or  Monday  next,  as  you  think  proper. 

As  the  providing  of  wood,  candles,  &c.,  is  the  business  of  the  Barrack- 
master,  we  should  rather  not  engage  in  it. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants, 


March  8,  1776. 


Pktkb    CunTENIUS. 

Petkii  Eltino. 


p.  S.  Please  to  observe,  that  the  Bairackmaster  is  paid  by  the  day  for 
purchasing  wood,  straw,  &c    It  would  give  nothing  to  the  publick. 


their  said  offence,  and  of  their  intention,  for  the  future,  to 
act  agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  and  this 
Congress. 

And  Resolved,  That  they  be  restored  to  the  favourable 
opinion  of  their  countrymen  ;  and  it  is  hereby  recommended 
that  they  be  no  longer  considered  or  treated  as  enemies  to 
the  liberties  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  deliver  a  certified 
copy  thereof  to  the  said  Robert  Robinson  and  Michael 
Price,  at  their  request,  that  tiicy  (according  to  their  desire) 
may  be  enabled  to  publish  the  same  in  the  newspapers. 

Colonel  McDougall  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr, 
Gansevoort,  that  this  Congress  would  resolve  to  lend  Money, 
without  interest,  to  proper  persons  for  a  limited  time,  to  en- 
courage them  to  build  Powder-Mills  in  this  Colony.  After 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  Congress  unanimously  agreed 
to  the  following  Resolution,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  lend  to  any  person  or 
persons  who  shall  be  recommended  to  this  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  by  the  General  Committee  of  the  Counties 
of  Albany,  Westchester,  Suffolk,  Dutchess,  Tryon,  Orange, 
or  Ulster,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  for  two  years, 
without  interest,  upon  giving  security  to  Isaac  Roosevelt, 
Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  John  Thomas, 
Jun.,  Pctrus  Ten  Broeck,  John  Herring,  and  Jacobus 
Bruyn,  and  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  same  to  them,  for  the  use  of  this  or  any  future 
Congress  of  this  Colony :  provided  the  person  or  persons 
who  sjiall  so  apply  do  engage,  by  contract  with  this  Con- 
gress or  the  Cominittee  of  Safety,  to  erect,  within  tfiree 
months  from  the  time  of  the  said  loan,  a  Powder-Mill  of  the 
best  quality,  in  such  place  within  the  Colony  as  the  Gene- 
ral Committee  of  the  County  wherein  the  same  is  to  be 
erected  shall  approve  of:  provided,  always,  that  no  more 
be  erected  in  each  of  the  aforementioned  Counties  than  is 
hereinafter  mentioned,  viz:  the  County  o( Albany  two,  and 
each  of  the  other  Counties  above-named  one :  and  provi- 
ded, also,  that  the  above  application  be  made  by  tlie  first 
day  of  May  next. 

And  Resolved,  That  John  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  be  the 
person  appointed,  and  is  hereby  appointed,  to  erect  the 
Powder-Mills  in  Dutchess  County,  agreeable  to  the  above 
Resolution. 

Ordered,  That  some  of  the  Members  from  the  Counties 
of  Albany,  Suffolk,  Westchester,  Dutchess,  Tryon,  Orange, 
and  Ulster,  prepare  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  Resolution  for 
encouraging  the  erecting  of  Powder-Mills  for  their  respec- 
tive County  Committees ;  and  that  the  Secretaries  examine 
the  said  copies ;  and  that  the  Members  of  those  respective 
Cotmties  forward  a  copy  to  each  of  their  County  Commit- 
tees respectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sands,  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That 
the  Armed  Schooner  Schuyler,  whereof  James  Smith  is 
CoiDmander,  lately  fitted  out  by  order  of  this  Congress,  be 
ordered  to  cruise  on  the  Southern  Shore,  between  Egg- 
Harbour  and  Sandy-Hook,  to  protect  all  Vessels  coming 
into  this  Port ;  and  that  the  Sloop  Bishop,  belonging  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  now  in  Egg-Harbour, 
or  supposed  to  be  there,  be  fitted  out  for  the  like  purpose ; 
and  that  Mr.  Sands  and  Mr.  Randall  be  a  Committee  to 
fit  out,  and  completely  arm,  the  said  Sloop  Bishop,  and  to 
appoint  a  Captain  and  Ofiicers  for  the  said  Sloop. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  informed  the  Congress  that  the  Ship 
Rosamond,  whereof  Wright  Southgatc  is  Master,  is  laded 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  sea  on  Provincial  account ;  and  re- 
quested a  permit  for  the  said  Master  to  apply  to  the  Cap- 
tains of  the  Ships-of-War  for  their  permission  to  pass  them 
and  proceed  to  sea ;  and,  also,  a  permission  from  this  Con- 
gress for  the  said  Ship  to  sail.  Whereupon,  the  two  follow- 
ing Orders  were  separately  made  and  agreed  to,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  Wright  Southgate,  Master  of  the  Ship 
Rosamond,  be  immediately  permitted,  and  he  is  hereby  per- 
mitted, to  go  down  to  his  Majesty's  Ship  Phcnix  and  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Asia,  in  a  boat,  with  such  men  as  may  be 
necessary  to  go  down  with  the  said  boat. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Ship  Rosamond,  Wright  South- 
gate  Master,  with  her  Cargo  and  Lading,  be  permitted  to 
go  to  sea. 

The  Congress  restuned  the  matter  of  fixing  and  establish- 
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ing  a  Magazine  of  Provisions  in  Westchester  County;  and, 
alter  some  time  spent  tlierein,  Congress  were  of  opinion  the 
Resolution  agreed  on  the  ...  .  day  of ....  for  that  purpose, 
is  imperfect,  inadequate  to  the  end,  and  that  the  method 
thereby  proposed  will  create  unnecessary  expense. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  iSands,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  and 
Mr.  Thomas,  be  a  Committee  to  reconsider  the  method  of 
establishing  a  Magazine  of  Provisions,  and  to  report  thereon. 

The  Committee  last  above-mentioned,  who  had  withdrawn 
for  the  purpose,  speedily  returned,  and  reported  the  follow- 
ing Resolution,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  viz : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Deputies  of  Westchester 
County  purdiase,  and  deposite  in  difEirent  Stores  in  that 
County,  twelve  hundred  barrels  of  good  salted  Pork,where- 
ever  it  is  to  be  bought ;  and  that  the  Deputies  of  Albany 
County  purchase  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty  bushels  oY  good 
Peas,  and  send  them  to  the  Deputies  of  Westchester  Coun- 
ty, to  be  by  them  stored  in  the  same  manner. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Richmond 
County,  on  the  subject  of  regulating  and  arranging  their 
Militia,  and  occasioned  by  Mr.  Bancker's  late  motion  for 
a  supply  of  Gunpowder,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  CongroBS,  New-York,  March  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  Deputy  (Mr.  Bancker)  has  applied 
to  this  Congress  to  spare,  out  of  their  present  small  stock, 
a  little  powder,  to  be  sent  to  some  prudent  person  or  per- 
sons in  your  County,  for  the  defence  of  the  friends  to  liberty 
and  their  country  there.  The  objection  to  the  measure  is, 
that  the  Militia  of  your  County  is  not  formed  agreeable  to 
the  regulations  of  the  Continental  and  this  Provincial  Con- 
gress. 

We   therefore   request   you,   gentlemen,  to   have  your 
County  divided  into  beats  or  districts,  and  take  proper  mea- 
sures that  the  Militia  of  your  County  be  formed  as  soon  as 
possible,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  above-mentioned  ;  and 
the  names  of  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  returned  to  this 
Congress  without  delay,  that  their  commissions  may  be 
issued. 
We  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Rich- 
mond County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Die  Sabbati,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  9,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  PriM:c,  Captain  Den- 
ning, Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Sands, 

Mr.  Randall. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  William  JSicoll,  fon  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — ^General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel   Ten  Broeck,  Major  Schenck, 

Colonel  M.  Graham,  Mr.  G.  Livingston,  (on  service.) 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  NicoU, 

(on  service.) 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Major  Locfc- 

wood,  Mr.  Thomas,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  fVilliam  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of,  and  report  on, 
the  Memorial  of  Abraham  Lott,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Co- 
lony, appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  thereof,  delivered 
in  dieir  Report,  which  was  read  ;  and  the  same  being  again 
read  by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  was  resolved  on,  and 
unanimously  agreed  to  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

1st.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Abraham  Lott,  Esq., 
Treasurer,  and  the  I^oan  Officers  of  this  Colony,  shall  re- 
ceive in  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  that  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  become  due  on  the  moneys  put  out  on 
loao  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  the  Govemour,  Council,  and 


General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  o{  New- York,  passed  the 
16th  oi  February,  1771,  entitled  "  An  act  for  emitting  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  Pounds  in  Bills 
of  Credit,"  to  be  put  out  on  loan,  and  to, appropriate  the 
interest  arising  thereon  to  the  payment  of  the  dcibts  of  tills 
Colony,  and  to  such  publick  exigencies  as  the  circumstances 
of  this  Colony  may,  from  time  to  time,  render  necessary,  as 
well  the  Bills  of  Ci'edit  heretofore  issued  by  virtue  of  any 
law  of  this  Colony,  as  those  issued  by  order  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Colonies  and  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
this  Colony. 

2dly.  And  whereas,  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  Act,  the 
one-tenth  part  of  the  said  sum  will  become  due,  and  is  to 
be  paid  unto  the  respective  Loan  Officers  on  the  third  Tues- 
day of  April  next ;  and  whereas,  by  reason  of  tiie  unliappy 
war  brought  on  us  by  the  iniquitous  attempts  by  the  Brt- 
tish  Parliament  to  reduce  these  Colonies  to  a  state  of  sla- 
very, it  may  be  inconvenient  for  the  good  people  of  this 
Colony,  who  have  the  said  moneys  on  loan,  to  pay  the  said 
one-tenth  part  of  the  same,  according  to  the  directions  of  tlie 
said  Act: 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  .the  payment  of  the  said 
one-tenth  part  of  the  principal  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  sus- 
pended, until  the  third  Tuesday  of  April,  which  will  be  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1777 ;  upon  which  day  the  annual 
payments  of  the  one-tenth  part  of  the  said  principal  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  Pounds  shall  commence, 
and  continue  from  year  to  year,  until  the  whole  shall  be 
paid,  anything  in  the  said  Act  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  doubts  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  the  liOan 
Officers  about  the  disposition  of  such  principal  moneys  as 
may  happen  to  be  paid  in : 

It  is  hereby  Ordered,  That  they  put  the  same  out  on 
loan  ;  and  that,  in  doing  thereof,  they  conform,  in  all  re- 
spects, to  the  directions  of  the  said  Act. 

3dly.  And  whereas  the  publick  exigencies  of  the  Colony 
are  so  great  as  to  require  that  all  the  publick  revenues  of 
the  same  should  be  appropriated  to  defray  its  expenses; 
and  whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  have,  by 
a  prorogation  made  on  the  day  appointed  for  their  meeting, 
been  prevented  from  proceeding  to  the  despatch  of  the 
ordinary  business  thereof;  it  therefore  becomes  necessary  for 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  Provincial  Congress  to 
attend  to  the  proper  appltcation  of  the  publick  moneys  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  said  Abraham  Lott,  Esq. : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  therefore.  That  the  said  Abraham 
Lott  be  directed,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  within  thirty 
days  from  this  day,  to  lay  before  this  Congress  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  on  oath,  an  account  of  all  the  moneys  that 
now  are,  and  shall  then  be,  in  his  hands  as  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony ;  particulariy  stating  to  what  funds  they  belong ; 
and  whether  any  and  what  funds  are  appropriated  to  any, 
and  what,  uses ;  and  every  other  matter  which  shall  be 
necessary  to  constitute  a  complete  state  of  the  Treasury  of 
this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Elias  Nixen,  the  Port-Master,  be, 
and  he  is  permitted,  to  convey  on  board  of  the  Ships  Asia 
and  Phenix,  and  Governour's  Ship,  the  following  articles, 


viz: 


[A  Requisition  of  Hugh  Sf  Alexander  Wallace,  to  send 
three  boxes  of  Candles  for  the  Govemour,  is  the  only  one 
found.] 

A  Letter  from  Hendrick  Garrison,  of  Richmond  County, 
dated  the  8th  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  com- 
plains that,  while  attending  before  the  Committee  of  said 
County  as  a  witness,  pursuant  to  summons,  and  while  under 
examination,  the  said  Committee  permitted  the  defend- 
ants, Cornelius  Martino,  Richard  Conner,  and  John  Bur- 
bank  to  insult  and  abuse  said  Garrison,  and  asking  the 
advice  and  protection  of  Congress,  he  considering  his  situa- 
tion unsafe  as  respects  either  his  person  or  property, 

A  Letter  from  John  Hall. 

A  Letter  from  Malcom  Morrison,  First  Major  to  Colonel 
Jacobus  Swartwoufs  Regiment  of  Minute-men,  in  DwMew 
County  resi-rning  said  appointment,  and  recommending 
m^]ov  Henry  Ludenton  to  be  promoted  to  supply  the  va- 
cancy, was  read  and  filed.  .  ,      j  • 

The  Commission  of  said  Malcom  Morrison,  enclosed  in 

said  Letter,  was  filed. 
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A  Letter  from  John  Thomas  Palmer. 

A  L(!tter  from  JVilUam  EUsworth,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  and  Ohservation  of  the  Town  of  Kingston, 
setting  fortli  that  tliey,  on  the  29th  day  of  February  last, 
had  written  to  General  Schuyler,  infonning  him  of  the  in- 
clination of  Captain  Elias  Hashrouck  to  be  continued  in 
service,  and  recommending  said  Hasbrottck  for  Captain, 
AIoscs  Yeomans  for  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Petnts  W. 
Meyer  for  Ensign,  in  one  of  the  four  Regiments  to  be  raised, 
was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  William  Ellsioorth, 
Chainnan  of  tiie  Kingston  Committee,  in  answer  to  theirs 
of  the  29th  ultimo,  respecting  Captain  Elias  Haasbrook, 
and  enclosed  in  before-mentioned  Letter,  was  also  read 
and  filed. 

Die  LuniB,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  U,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Beek- 

man,  Mr.   Smith,  Mr.  'Denning,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr. 

Sands,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Brasher. 
For  Albany. — ^Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  General  Ten  Broeck, 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  NicoU,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Westchester. — Col.  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Thomas, 

Colonel  Lewis  Graham. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Major  Schenck. 
For  King's. — Mr.   Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Lef- 

fertse,  Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  TVilliams. 
For  Tryon. — ^Mr.  Moore. 

General  Ten  Broeck  informed  Congress  that  Elizabeth 
Dougherty  was  neglected  to  be  added  to  the  list  of  soldiers' 
wives  whose  husbands  are  now  in  Canada  in  the  Continen- 
tal service,  and  who  had  money  advanced  them  on  account 
of  their  husbands'  pay. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Cofonel  Curtenim  pay  to  the 
said  Elizabeth  Dougherty  the  sum  of  five  Pounds  three 
Shillings  and  four  Pence,  on  account  of  her  husband's  pay, 
and  transmit  an  account  of  the  same  to  General  Schuyler 
immediately. 

Mr.  John  Vanderbilt,  a  Member  of  this  Congress,  having 
occasion  to  go  into  the  Colonies  of  New- Jersey  and  Penn- 
sylvania, on  publick  business. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  pemiitted  to  go  into  those  Colonies, 
and  that  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended  to  all  persons, 
to  let  him  pass  unmolested. 

A  Member  informed  the  Congress  that  a  very  large 
Mail,  with  Letters  for  many  of  the  inhabitants,  which  came 
by  the  Packets,  is  on  board  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Asia ;  and 
that  his  worship  the  Mayor,  who  attended  for  the  purpose, 
had  informed  him  that  Mr.  Foxcroft  could  not  safely  go  on 
board  of  the  said  Ship  Asia  and  bring  the  said  Mail  on 
shore,  without  the  permission  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  John  Foxcroft,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, permitted  to  go  to  the  Ship  Asia,  in  company  with  the 
Port-Master,  to  receive  the  Mail  lately  arrived  from  England 
in  tlie  Packet,  and  to  bring  the  same  to  his  office  in  this 
City,  in  order  to  deliver  out  the  Letters. 

From  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  Council  at  the  door,  the 
Congress  was  informed  by  one  of  the  Secretaries,  through 
the  President,  that  his  Majesty's  Council  are  summoned  to 
meet  this  day  on  board  of  his  Excellency's  Ship,  and  re- 
quests such  directions  as  will  enable  them  to  go  on  board  of 
tile  Govemour's  Ship  without  molestation. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  request ;  and  the  question  being 
put,  whether  any  such  penult  shall  be  given  ?  It  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 


2  Tryon. 
S  Charlotte. 

15  votes. 


2  Ulster. 
10  votes. 


for  the  Jiffirmative. 
3  Albany. 
2  Orange. 
2  King's. 


For  the  JVegalive. 

2  Suffolk. 

2  Cumberland. 

2  Dutchess. 


4  New-York. — Mr.  Scott  dissenting.      2  Westchester. 


Therefore,  Ordered,  That  the  honourable  Members  of 
his  Majesty's  Council,  and  Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Esq.,  the 
Deputy  Secretary  of  this  Colony,  or  any  one  of  his  stated 
Clerks,  be  pemiitted  to  go  on  board  of  his  Excellency  Go- 
vernour  Tryon's  Ship,  widiout  interruption. 

In  order  to  give  despatch  to  tlie  payment  of  Moneys  that 
are  payable  by  this  Congress,  and  to  prevent  the  time  of  the 
Congress  from  being  so  often  consumed  on  matters  of  ac- 
count, the  following  Resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to : 

A.M.,  March  11. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fan  Zandi,  Captain  Denning,  Mr. 
Beekman,  Colonel  Brasher,  and  Mr.  Sands,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  compose  a  Pay-Table  for  the  purpose  of  auditing  all 
the  accounts  against  the  Treasury  of  this  Congress ;  that 
they,  or  any  three  of  them,  do  endorse  every  account  they 
shall  pass ;  and  that  such  endorsement  be  a  sufficient  voucher 
to  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  such  account.  That 
the  said  Committee  do  enter  in  a  Book  or  Books,  to  be 
by  them  kept  for  the  purjx)se,  a  regular  account  of  all  the 
accounts  by  them  passed.  That  they  be  empowered  to 
hire  and  employ  one  able  and  sufficient  clerk,  and  a  room 
for  the  purpose  ;  and  that  this  Congress  will  make  provision 
for  the  payment  thereof.  That  they  be  directed  to  make  a 
separation  in  the  Treasurer's  Accounts,  between  those  that 
are  of  a  Continental  nature,  and  those  that  are  merely  Pro- 
vincial, and  keep  them  in  a  proper  state  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Continental  Congress  when  thereunto  directed  by  this 
Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety.  That  they  lay  be- 
fore this  Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  a  state  of  the 
accounts  of  this  Colony,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  be 
thereunto  required.  That  the  said  Committee  be  allowed 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Brasher,  General  Ten  Broeck, 
Mr.  Scott,  and  Colonel  John  Williams,  be  a  Committee  to 
consider  of  the  powers  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and 
report  to  tliLs  Congress  what  alterations  therein,  or  addition- 
al powers  thereto,  may  be  necessary ;  and  that  tliey  report 
thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

The  Committee  of  King's  County  having  this  day  metj 
they  recommended  the  following  gentlemen  to  be  appointed 
the  Field  and  Staff-Officers  of  their  Regiment  of  Militia, 
viz :  Rutger  Van  Brunt,  Colonel ;  Nicholas  Covenhoven, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Johannes  Titus,  Firet  Major ;  John 
Vanderbilt,  Second  Major ;  George  Carpenter,  Adjutant ; 
and  Nieholas  Covenhoven,  Quartermaster. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen 
in  the  offices  to  which  they  were  respectively  elected,  and 
tliat  they  be  delivered  to  John  Leffertse,  Esq.,  agreeable  to 
his  request. 

Sundry  matters  were  proposed  to  Congress  as  useful  and 
necessary  to  be  done  at  and  beyond  Sandy-Hook,  for  the 
protection  of  trade.  The  Congress  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  those  matters  will  be  most  properly  and  bene- 
ficially managed  by  a  Marine  Committee  appointed  out  of 
this  Congress. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Rutgers, 
Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  and  Mr.  Hallett,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  a  Marine  Committee,  with 
full  powers  to  take  such  measures,  and  give  such  directions, 
and  employ  such  persons  for  the  protection  or  advantage  of 
trade,  as  they  may  think  proper,  useful,  or  necessary.  That 
they  apply  to  this  Congress  when  they  may  be  in  doubt,  or 
want  advice  or  directions.  That  they  be  empowered  to 
keep  such  matters  secret  as  they  think  necessary,  until  they 
are  executed.  And  that  the  said  Marine  Committee  have 
tlie  charge,  care,  and  direction  of  fitting  out  the  Sloop 
Bishop,  according  to  the  order  made  on  the  .  .  .  instant. 
That  they  be  also  authorized  to  give  directions  as  to  all  im- 
ports already  arrived,  or  that  may  arrive  in  any  of  the  Colo- 
nies on  the  account  of  this  Colony  ;  and  that  any  three  or 
more  of  them  be  a  quorum  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  draft  of 
sundry  Resolves  for  an  election  of  Deputies  for  a  Provincial 
Congress.  The  same  were  read  ;  and  being  read  again  by 
paragraphs,  debates  arose  on  that  part  of  the  draft  which  pro- 
poses that  Associators  only  shall  have  a  vote.     After  some 
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time  spent  therein,  and  debates  thereon,  the  question  was 
put,  whether  non-Associators  shall  be  permitted  to  vote  ? 
And  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

For  the  ^ijprmative.  For  the  JVegative. 

3  Albany.  2  Suffolk. 
2  Dutchess.                                       — 

4  New- York.  2  votes. 
2  King's. 
2  Orange. 
2  Ulster. 
2  Tryon. 
2  Cumberland. 
2  Weitehesler. 
2  Charlotte. 

23  votes. 

That  part  of  the  Resolves  which  proposed  the  election 
by  ballot  being  then  read,  debates  arose  thereon.  After 
some  time  spent  therein,  it  is  agreed,  that,  as  the  non-Asso- 
ciators are  allowed  to  vote,  that  the  election  be  not  made  by 
ballot. 

Those  two  material  points  being  settled. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Gansevoort  take  with 
tliem  the  said  plan  for  an  Election ;  and  that  they  make 
amendments,  or  prepare  a  new  draft  of  a  plan,  and  resolves 
for  that  purpose,  and  report  the  same  this  afternoon. 

Die  Lun;E,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  1 1,  1776. 

Tlie  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougaU,  Mr.  BeeJman,  Mr. 

Evert  Bamker,  Captain   Rutgers,  Mr.   Randall,  Mr. 

Roosevelt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Thomas 

Smith,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Co- 
lonel NicoU,  (on  service^  General  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Suffolk.-— General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Major  Schenck. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Westchester. — Colonel    Gilbert    Drake,    Colonel 

Lewis  Graham,  Mr.  Thomas. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker,  Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hay. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  JVilliams. 

A  Certificate,  signed  by  the  President,  and  attested  by 
both  Secretaries,  was  given  to  Mr.  Van  Zandt  for  the  Ship 
Rosamond,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

It  is  hereby  certified,  that  the  Ship  Rosamond,  whereof 
Captain  Wright  Southgate  is  Master,  has  been  laded  by 
order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  on  their 
account,  and  is  now  proceeding  to  sea  on  her  voyage  on  the 
account  and  at  the  risk  of  this  Colony  of  Neiv-York. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  produced  a  Letter  from  SneU, 

Master  of  the  Sloop  Hampden,  informing  that  he  is  arrived 
at  Philadelphia,  and  specifying  his  cargo  brought  on  account 
of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Marine  Committee  give  directions 
and  take  the  management  of  that  Vessel  and  Cargo. 

A  Letter  from  Malcom  Morrison,  Esq.,  and  a  Petition  of 
Archibald  Campbell,  of  Pauling's  Precinct,  in  Dutchess 
County,  complaining  of  great  irregularities  and  outrages 
against  the  said  Archibald  Campbell,  by  some  persons  from 
Connecticut,  were  severally  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"New- York,  March  11,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  make  free  to  inform  you  that  a  number  of  peo- 
ple from  Connecticut  came  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Archibald 
Campbell,  in  my  neighbourhood,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  to  dis- 
possess him  of  his  farm  by  force.  Upon  hearing  of  which, 
I  went  there,  and  found  about  one  dozen  persons,  some  of 
whom  were  antied,  carrying  his  furniture  into  the  street.  I 
expostulated  with  them  on  their  doings,  and  told  them  if 
they  did  not  desist,  I  must  call  the  posse  to  suppress  them. 
They,  thinking  themselves  not  sufficiently  strong  to  proceed, 
left  off.  I  then  asked  them  what  caused  them  to  act  in  the 
manner  they  had  done.     They  told  me  they  were  deter- 


mined to  repossess  all  the  people  who  had  been  turned  off 
their  ])laces  some  years  j)ast,  as  the  lands  belonged  to  C'on- 
nectiait.  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  call  aid  to  secure 
them,  but  advised  them  to  retimj,  as  the  mode  tliey  took  fo 
settle  any  controversy  that  might  be  pending,  was  unjusti- 
fiable ;  upon  which  they  went  off,  but  said  they  would  return 
with  greater  force.  A  number  of  oihei-s  have  been  warned 
to  remove  from  their  farms. 

"  I  believe  it  would  be  advisable  to  lay  the  affair  before 
our  Provincial  Congress,  and,  if  possible,  have  the  matter 
stopped,  as  I  am  apprehensive,  if  something  Is  not  done  to 
prevent  them,  we  shall  have  a  second  Prendergast  affair  in 
our  County. 

"  I  am,  with  deference,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Malcom  Morrison. 
"  To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  now  sitting  in  the 

City  of  iVew-Forfc." 

"  The  Petition  of  Archibald  Campbell,  of  Pauling's 

Precinct,  in  the  County  of  Dutchess,  and  Province  of 

New- York,  Gentleman,  humbly  shotveth : 

"  That  on  the  28th  day  of  February  now  last  past,  a 
body  of  men,  in  number  about  thirteen,  from  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  in  a  hostile  and  riotous  manner,  with  arms  and 
clubs,  did  proceed  to  the  dwelling-house  and  farm  of  your 
Petitioner,  lying  in  Pauling's  Precinct  aforesaid,  and  did 
then  and  there  unjustly,  and  without  any  colour  of  equity, 
take  away  part  of  his  household  goods  and  furniture,  leaving 
them  in  the  street,  or  road,  by  which  means  they  were  much 
exposed,  with  mtention  to  dispossess  your  Petitioner  of  his 
right  and  property. 

"That  they  proceeded  in  the  same  riotous  and  illegal 
manner  to  dispossess  others  living  in  the  said  Pauling's  Pre- 
cinct of  their  goods  and  lands,  without  having  any  legal  au- 
thority for  that  purpose. 

"That  upon  the  interposition  of  the  Magistrates  they 
dispersed,  and  were  returning  home,  but  threw  out  many 
menaces  and  threatenings  that  they  would  soon  be  back . 
again  with  a  number  sufficient  to  put  their  wicked  designs 
in  execution  ;  by  means  whereof,  as  well  your  Petitioner  as 
many  other  well-disposed  and  peaceable  persons  living  in 
said  Pauling's  Precinct  are  kept  in  continual  fears  arid 
alarms,  and  are  very  uneasy,  lest  they  should  be  deprived  of 
their  possessions  and  goods.  And  that,  unless  the  honoura- 
ble Congress  make  use  of  some  means  to  discourage  and 
prevent  such  mischievous  doings,  that  paA  of  the  Province 
will  be  kept  in  great  confusion. 

"  Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  prays,  as  well  for 
himself  as  in  behalf  of  others,  inhabitants  of  said  Paulinas 
Precinct,  that  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  will  take 
the  matter  under  their  mature  consideration,  and  devise,  or- 
der, and  direct  such  ways  and  means  as  to  them  in  their 
great  wisdom  shall  seem  most  fit  and  convenient,  in  order 
for  the  effectual  suppression  and  discouragement  of  such 
illegal  proceedings. 

"  And  your  Petitioner  shall  ever  pray,  &.c. 

"Archibald  Campbell. 
"  Fredericksburgh,  February  29,  1776." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Petition  be  referred 
to  the  Members  of  this  Congress  from  Dutchess  County,  to 
write  to  the  Committee  of  their  County  or  the  Committee 
of  Pauling's  District,  for  particular  information  on  the  mat- 
ters mentioned  in  the  said  Letter  and  Petition,  and  request- 
ing such  Committee  to  transmit  Affidavits  or  other  proof  of 
such  facts  as  shall  be  proved  to  them,  to  this  Congress,  or 
the  Committee  of  Safety ;  and  that  the  said  Members  from 
Dutchess  County  procure  such  further  information  in  tlie 
premises  as  they  may  conveniently  obtain,  and  make  report 
thereof  to  this  Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  with  all 
convenient  speed. 

The  Congress  were  informed  that  WiUiam  Douglass, 
Andrew  Van  Tuyl,  and  Laac  Simonson,  had  made  Affida- 
vit as  to  the  loss  of  the  Pilot-Boat  Hampden,  in  the  manner 
formeriy  directed  for  the  other  ownei's. 

The.  said  Affidavit  being  read  and  filed,  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  IVilliam  Douglass,  Andrew  Van  Tuyle, 
and  Isaac  Simonson,  be  paid  for  one  quarter  part  of  the 
Pilot-Boat  called  the  Hampden,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  Pounds ;  and  for  one-quarter  part  of  the  wages  or  hire 
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of  the  said  Boat  and  her  Mariners,  the  sum  of  twenty-two 
Pounds  ten  ShiHin<rs,  on  tlieir  executing  a  proper  convey- 
ance for  one  quarter  part  of  the  said  Boat,  and  delivering 
over  the  papers  relating  %  the  said  Boat  to  Mr.  Jacobus 
Van  Zandi ;  and  entering  into  covenants  to  Mr.F«n  Zandt, 
that  if  any  moneys  shall  be  allowed  for  the  said  Boat,  or  for 
the  service  or  detention  of  the  said  Boat  while  employed  in 
his  Majesty's  service,  that  they  will  pay  one  quarter  part 
tliereof  to  Mr.  Van  Zandt ;  and  also  a  covenant,  that  if  it 
shall  hereafter  appear  that  the  said  Boat  was  taken  by  col- 
lusion, or  any  deceit  of  the  master  or  owners,  or  either  of 
tliem,  that  then  they  will  repay  the  said  moneys  to  the  said 
Mr.  Fan  Zandt.  * 

And  Ordered,  That  a  copy  hereof  be  a  suiBcient  war- 
rant to  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of 
tliis  Congress,  to  pay  the  said  moneys. 

Mr.  Smith  informed  the  Congress  that  Barnard, 

of  Elizabethtoim,  is  in  this  city  ;  that  he  came  this  day  from 
on  board  of  the  Ship  Phcnix ;  that  he  says  Captain  Parker 
informed  him  that  he  was  about  fitting  out  his  Schooner  Te7i- 
der  with  carriage-guns  and  other  necessaries,  to  make  her  a 
vessel  of  force,  to  be  stationed  and  cruise  off  Egg-Harbour. 

The  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  Schooner  may 
be  very  detrimental  to  the  trade  of  this  Colony  and  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  and  at  this  critical  juncture  in  par- 
ticular, as  ammunition,  arms,  and  other  necessary  stores, 
may  thereby  be  seized  and  prevented  from  being  landed. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  the  Marine  Committee  of  this 
Congress  take  the  examination  of  Mr.  Barnard  into  con- 
sideration, and  ascertain  what  may  be  necessary  to  be  done 
by  this  Congress,  and  report  thereon  with  all  possible  speed. 

Mr.  Smith  Ramadge,  at  the  door,  at  the  request  of  a 
Member  was  admited. 

He  informed  the  Congress  that  he  has  a  vessel  nearly 

•  This  Indenture,  made  the  ninth  day  oi  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  between  William  Dong- 
lass,  Andrew  Van  Thi^/,  of  the  city  of  JVe-w-York,ani  Isaac  Simonson, 
of  the  said  city,  Pilot,  of  the  one  part,  and  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  of  the 
said  city,  Merchant,  of  the  other  part. 

Whereas  the  Pilot-Boat  named  Xhe  Hampdeji,  whereof  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part  owned  a  quarter  part,  was  lately  employed  by  order  of 
the  said  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  and  others  to  proceed  to  the  eastward  of 
Sandij-Hook,  for  such  legal  purposes  as  the  master  of  the  said  Pilot-Boat 
was  directed  to  perform  or  do;  and  on  the  return  of  the  said  Pilot-Boat 
towards  the  city  oi  J\''ino-York,  she  was  seized  by  the  commander  of  his 
Majesty's  Ship  J\"aw/(7ua,  and  detained  as  a  tender :  and  whereas  they 
(the  said  William  Douglass,  .^ndreio  Van  Tuyl,  and  Isaai;  Simonso7i') 
have  l)een  paid  for  one  quarter  part  of  the  said  Pilot-Boat  named  the 
Hampden,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  iifty  pounds,  lawful  money  of 
J'i'ew- Vorh ;  and  for  one  quarter  part  of  the  hire  and  wages  of  the  said 
Pilot-Boat,  and  the  mariners  employed  on  board  of  her  while  she  was 
employed  in  the  service  aforesaid,  the  further  sum  of  twenty-two  pounds 
ten  shillings,  lawful  money  aforesaid  : 

Now,  therefore,  this  Indenture  witnesseth  :  That  for  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  two  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings, to  them  (the  said  William  Douglass,  Andrew  Van  Tiiyl,  and  Isaac 
Simonson)  in  hand  paid,  they  have  sold,  assigned,  and  delivered  to  the 
said  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  their  quarter  part  of  the  said  Pilot-Boat  named 
tiie Hampden.,  with  all  her  appurtenances;  and  they  do  hereby  sell,  as- 
sign, and  deliver  the  same  to  the  said  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  his  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns.  And  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  said  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  pounds  ten  shillings  above-mentioned, 
they,  the  said  William  Douglass,  Andrew  Van  Tuyl,  and  Isaac  Simon- 
son, for  themselves,  their  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  jointly  and 
severally,  do  covenant,  grant,  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  Jacobus 
Van  Zandt,  his  executors,  administrators,  ami  assigns,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say  :  'i'hat  if  any  sum  of  money,  wages,  hire,  or  other 
reward,  shall  be  paid,  allowed,  received,  or  recovered  for  the  said  Pilot- 
Boat  named  the  Hampden,  or  for  the  use  of  the  said  Pilot-Boat  while 
employed  as  a  tender,  or  while  employed  in  his  Majesty's  service,  or 
while  she  is  detained  from  her  owners,  that  they,  the  said  William  Doug- 
lass, Andrew  Van  Tuyl,  and  Isaac  Simonson,  or  one  of  them,  will  pay 
one  quarter  part  thereof  to  the  said  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  his  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns. 

And,  also,  that  if  it  shall  hereafter  appear  that  the  said  Pilot-Boat, 
named  the  Hampden,  was  token  on  account  of  any  information  given 
with  respect  to  her  by  the  master  or  owners  of  the  said  Boat,  or  either 
of  them,  or  by  collusion,  or  by  any  deceit  of  the  said  master  or  owners, 
or  cither  of  them,  that  then  and  in  such  case  they,  the  said  William 
Douglass,  Andrew  Van  Tuyl,  and  Isaac  Simonson,  or  one  of  them, 
will  well  and  truly  repay  to  the  said  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  his  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  two 
pounds  ten  shillings,  without  any  delay,  deduction,  or  abatement  what- 
soever. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  to  these  presents  have  to  these 
presents  interchangeably  set  their  bands  and  seals  the  day  and  year 
in  this  Indenture  first  written.  William  Douolass, 

AifDiiKW  Van  Tuil, 
Isaac  Simo.vsoic. 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  us : 
John  Lovk, 

ISAitO    BHISCKEnHOFr. 


laded  with  flaxseed,  intended  for  Ireland,  by  permission  of 
the  Continental  Congress ;  that  she  will  soon  be  ready  to 
go  to  sea  ;  that  she  lies  at  a  heavy  expense  ;  that  if  she 
does  not  sail  by  next  Friday,  he  must  pay  eight  pounds  per 
day  demurrage  ;  that,  by  information  received  this  day.  Cap- 
tain Parker  will  not  suffer  any  vessels  to  pass  him  to  sea  ; 
and  that  he  is  of  opinion  that  the  vessel  he  is  lading  is  pro- 
ceeding on  such  a  voyage  as  that  he  can  obtain  permission 
for  her  to  sail,  if  he  can  be  permitted  to  go  down  to  Captain 
Parker. 

Mr.  Ramadge  withdrew. 

The  Congress  unanimously  agree  that  he  have  leave  to 
go  down  to  Captain  Parker  with  the  Port-Master,  if  he  is 
willing  to  be  on  oath  not  to  discover  any  matters  diat  will 
be  prejudicial  to  the  City  and  Colony. 

Mr.  Ramadge  called  in  ;  thinks  it  proper  that  he  should 
be  sworn.  Thereupon,  an  Oath  was  administered  to  him 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

You  swear  that  you  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  give 
any  intelligence  concerning  the  preparations  that  are  making 
for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  Colony,  to  any  person  on 
board  of  the  ships-of-war  in  the  harbour ;  nor  will  you  carry 
on  board  any  letter  or  paper  until  you  have  first  read  the 
contents,  and  find  that  it  does  not  contain  any  intelligence 
concerning  the  same.     So  help  you  God. 

Mr.  Smith  Ramadge  being  sworn  in*  Congress,  a  Certifi- 
cate or  Passport  was  given  to  him  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit  : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Smith  Ramadge  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
permitted  to  go  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Phenix,  and  to 
return,  in  company  with  the  Port-Master,  he  having  been 
sworn  that  he  will  not  communicate  on  board  the  said  ship 
any  intelligence  relative  to  die  preparations  making  for  the 
defence  of  this  Colony,  or  carry  any  Letters  or  Papers  re- 
lative thereto. 

A  Return  of  Captain  Westfall,  and  the  other  Officers  of 
his  Cotnpany,  to  wit :  the  First  Company  of  the  First  Re- 
giment in  Dutchess  County,  was  read  and  filed. 

''Peter  Westfall,  Captain  ;  Wilhelmm  Smith,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Christopher  Snyder,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Abraham 
Welch,  Ensign." 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  the  gentlemen  there- 
by returned  as  elected. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  a  Plan 
for  the  election  <fii  Deputies  to  form  a  Provincial  Congress, 
to  meet  when  the  present  Provincial  Congress  will  expire. 
The  same  was  read ;  and  being  again  read,  paragraph  by 
paragraph,  amended,  corrected,  and  approved. 

Ordered,  That  a  fair  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  by  the 
Secretaries  ;  and  that  the  said  Plan  be  again  read  and  taken 
into  further  consideration  to-morrow  morning. 


Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  12,  17T6. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  JVoodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Bcekman,  Mr.  E.  Banckcr,  Mr. 

Smith,  Colonel  Lett,  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  McDovgall,  Mr. 

Randall,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 
For  Albany. — General  Teii Broeck,M.r. Yates,  Mr.Ganse- 

voort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mv.Ho- 

bart. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  L. 

Graham,  Mr.  Thomas. 
For  Ulster. — ^Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker,  Mr.  Laitrence. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hay. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Major  Schenck. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  Joh7i  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  Gansevoort  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Yates, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  I  move  that  the  money  arising  from  the  duty  of  Excise 
in  the  respective  Counties  oi  Albany  and  Tryon,  within  this 
Colony,  in  virtue  of  an  Act  of  the  Governour,  the  Council, 
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and  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  entitled  'An  Act 
to  lay  a  duty  of  Excise  on  strong  Liquors  in  this  Colony, 
and  to  appropriate  the  money  arising  therefrom' — may  be 
appropriated  by  the  County  Committees  of  tlie  said  several 
Counties,  towards  defraying  the  contingent  ciiarges  of  the 
said  Committees,  if  the  said  Committees  respectively  shall 
think  proper ;  and  that  a  full  power  be  given  to  the  said 
Committees,  respectively,  to  nominate  and  appoint  Commis- 
sioners of  Excise  in  their  respective  City  and  Counties, 
with  full  power  to  such  Commissioners  to  exercise  the  said 
office,  and  receive  the  like  rewards  as  is  allowed  to  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  said  Act;  and  that  the  said 
Commissioners,  before  they  enter  upon  the  execution  of  the 
powers  and  authorities  vested  in  them,  shall  respectively 
enter  into  bonds  to  the  Chairman  of  the  said  Committee,  in 
the  several  sums  affixed  by  the  said  Act  to  the  respective 
Counties,  and  in  the  same  condition." 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  the  manner 
following,  to  wit : 

For  the  Affirmative.  For  the  JS/e^rative, 

3  Albany.— General  Ten  Broeck  2  Suffolk. 

2  Tryon.  didsenting.  4  New-York. 

—  2  Orange. 

5  votes.  2  Ulster. 

2  Cumberland. 

2  Kichmond. 

2  King's. 

2  Charlotte. 

2  Westchester. 

20  votes. 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  the  said  motion  be  rejected. 
Mr.  Hobart  then  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Colonel 
AUison,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  I  move  that  this  Congress  do  resolve  that  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Congress  be  directed  to  advance,  out  of  any  Moneys 
that  shall  be  in  his  hands,  to  the  several  County  Commit- 
tees of  die  Counties  o(  Neiv-York,  Albany,  Ulster,  Orange, 
Dutchess,  Westchester,  Richmond,  King's,  and  Suffolk,  or 
their  order,  any  sum  that  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  in- 
cidental charges  of  their  respective  Counties,  provided  the 
same  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds  ;  and 
that  the  same  shall  be  laid  on  each  respective  County,  with 
the  first  Moneys  that  shall  be  raised  by  a  Colony  Tax,  for 
the  purpose  of  sinking  the  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by  the 
Continental  and  the  Provincial  Congress." 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion,  and,  after  some  time 
spent  therein, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  same  be  committed  to  Mr.  Smith,  to 
frame  such  Resolve  thereon  as  he  may  think  will  be  most 
agreeable  to  a  majority  of  the  Deputies  of  this  Congress. 

A  Member  informed  the  Congress  that  Mr.  Foxcroft  is 
under  apprehensions  that  the  Order  of  this  Congre.ss,  made 
yesterday,  permitting  him  to  go  to  the  Ship  Asia,  for. the 
Mail,  from  England,  and  to  bring  the  same  on  shore,  may 
be  considered  as  obligatory  on  him  to  bring  the  same  on 
shore ;  and  that  he  may,  in  the  said  Mail,  receive  instruc- 
tions from  his  superior  in  office  to  the  contrary. 

Thereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Order  of  this  Congress, 
of  yesterday,  for  pennitung  John  Foxcroft,  Esq.,  to  go  to  his 
Majesty's  Ship  Asia  for  the  Mail  from  England,  was  by  no 
means  intended  to  be  obligatory  on  that  gendemen  to  do 
any  act  contrary  to  his  instructions,  or  to  obhge  him  to 
bring  the  said  Mail  on  shore,  but  only  to  operate  as  a  per- 
mission to  him  to  go  on  board,  and  return  with  the  said  Mail 
if  he  should  think  proper. 

Mr.  Randall  informed  the  Congress  that  a  parcel  of  Sol- 
diers were  some  time  since  quartered  in  the  house  where 
Mr.  Lambertus  Deronde,  one  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Dutch 
Church,  had  for  some  years  resided ;  that  at  the  tiine  the 
said  Soldiers  were  quartered  there,  Mr.  Deronde  had  a 
number  of  long  Holland  pipes,  some  wine,  a  parcel  of 
Dutch  Sermons  of  his  own  composition,  and  sundry  other 
articles  in  die  said  house,  which  were  used  or  destroyed  by 
said  Soldiers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Anthony  Rutgers,  and 
Mr.  Hobart,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  by  whose  defoult 
Mr.  Deronde  has  suffered  such  loss,  and  to  what  sum  his 
said  losses  amount  in  the  whole  ;  and  that  tliey  report  with 
all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  Randall,  from  the  Marine  Committee,  reported  that  the 


said  Committee  are  of  opinion,  on  the  information  received 
fiXHn  Mr.  Bernard,  of  Elizabethtown,  and  from  other  cir- 
cumstances known  to  diem,  that  a  Letter  should  be  imme- 
diately written  to  the  lionourable  Continental  Congress, 
retjuesting  that  they  order  an  Armed  Vessel  fitted  out,  to  join 
one  from  this  [wrt,  for  the  protection  of  trade,  to  cruise  be- 
tween die  Capes  of  Delaware  and  Sandy-Hook ;  and  they 
had  prepared  a  draft  of  a  Letter  for  that  purpose. 

Thereupon,  the  draft  of  a  Letter  reported  by  the  Marine 
Committee  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  we  are  informed,  from  undoubted  authority,  that 
Captain  Parker,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Phenix,  is  now  fitting 
out  a  small  schooner,  (^Bermuda  brigantine,)  of  eight  or  ten 
carriage-guns,  and  forty  men,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting 
vessels  between  the  Capes  of  Delaware  and  Sandy-Hook ; 
and  as  we  have  already  given  orders  for  the  immediate  fitting 
out  an  armed  vessel  for  the  protection  of  our  trade  diat  way ; 
we  think  it  necessary  to  acquaint  you  that  such  an  one  from 
Philadelphia  will  also  be  necessary,  to  be  immediately  ready 
to  meet  ours  for  this  purpose ;  and  that  she  be  of  such  a 
draft  of  water  as  that  she  may  run  into  Bamegat  and  Egg- 
Harbour.  It  is  also  necessary  to  be  immediately  informed 
by  you  what  your  Marine  Committee  regulations  are,  re- 
specting the  wages,  &;c.,  of  officers  and  men,  that  we  may 
regulate  ourselves  accordingly. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  die  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

Mr.  Thomas  Buchannan,  of  the  City  of  New-York,  Mer- 
chant, being  at  the  door,  was  admitted  at  the  request  of  a 
Member,  who  had  previously  mentioned  his  business.  Mr. 
Buchannan  requested  permission  to  go  to  die  Ship  Phenix 
to  apply  to  Captain  Parker  for  permission  for  a  Brigantine 
belonging  entirely  to  Merchants  in  Glasgow,  and  bound  there, 
to  go  to  sea.  Mr.  Thomas  Buchannan  having  first  heard  the 
form  of  an  oath,  as  entered  in  the  Minutes  on  the  1  Idi  instant, 
read,  was  duly  sworn,  in  the  words  therein  contained. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Buchannan  he,  and  he  is 
hereby  permitted,  to  go  on  board  of  his  Majesty's  Ship 
Phenix,  (in  company  with  the  Port-Master,)  he  having 
been  first  duly  sworn  that  he  will  not  communicate  on  board 
any  of  the  Ships-of-War  in  this  Harbour  any  intelligence 
relative  to  die  preparations  making  for  the  defence  of  this 
City  or  Colony,  nor  carry  any  Letters  or  Papers  on  board 
relative  thereto. 

Daniel  Whitehead  Kissam,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Great- 
Neck  and  Cow-Neck,  being  at  the  door,  was  admitted.  He  in 
substance  informed  diat  Mr.  Isaac  Sears,  with  a  number  of 
men  armed,  had  been  in  Queen's  County,  imposing  a  very 
solemn  Test  on  sundry  of  the  inhabitants,  and  amongst  oUiers 
on  Captain  Mott,  who  had  signed  the  Association,  made  a 
publick  submission,  and  had  been  restored ;  that  this  mea- 
sure had  created  great  uneasiness  in  the  County. 

Mr.  Kissam  also  delivered  the  following  Letter  from  the 
said  Committee,  which  was  read,  and  is  in  the  followuig 

words,  to  wit : 

******** 

The  said  Letter  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  bring  to  the  Chamber,  in 
the  afternoon,  a  printed  copy  of  the  late  Resolutions  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  relatmg  to  Tories,  or  persons  dis- 
affected ;  and  Mr.  Kissam  was  requested  to  attend  again  at 
six  o'clock,  in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Hobart,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  a 
Resolution  for  the  procuring  of  Blankets  and  Arms,  deli- 
vered in  their  Report ;  which  was  read,  amended,  resolved 
on,  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  in  die  words  following,  to 

'^''-  •  In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  12, 1776. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  die  Committees  of 
the  several  Counties,  Cities,  Manors,  Towns,  Precincts,  and 
Districts  within  this  Colony,  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  Troops  now  raising  for  die  defence  of  the  Co- 
lony, good  and  sufficient  Blankets,  at  the  most  reasonable 
price's,'' not  exceeding  two  Dollars  for  each,  and  to  deliver 
tlie  same  to  the  commanding  Officer  of  any  Company  of 
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said  Troops  who  shall  apply  for  them,  whose  certificate  of 
such  delivery  shall  be  a  sufficient  voucher.  And  it  is  further 
recommended  to  the  said  Committees,  to  purchase  good 
Musk(;ts  or  Fire-locks,  of  as  large  bores  as  jx)ssible,  for 
the  use  aforesaid,  and  to  deliver  them  as  before  directed. 
And  the  Committee  are  hereby  desired,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  to  send,  with  proper  vouchers,  their  accounts  to  this 
Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  in  order  for  pay- 
ment. 

A  true  copy  bam  the  Minutes : 

Robert  Benson,  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  get  one  hundred  copies 
thereof  printed,  by  ten  of  the  clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Die  Martis,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  March  12,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  jjursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 
For  New- York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.   Scott,  Mr. 

Randall,  Captain  Rutgers,  Colonel  Brasher,  Colonel 

Lott,  Mt.  E.  Bancker,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Smith. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Yates,  General  Ten  Brocck,  Mr.  Ganse- 

voort.  Colonel  i\icoU,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palvier, 

(on  service.) 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adiian  Bancker,  Mr.  Lawrence.' 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  Thomas, 

Colonel  L.  Graham. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Major  Schenck. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemm. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hay. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — ^Mr.  Moore. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  Graham  informed  the  Con- 
gress that  Colonel  Drake's  men,  and  the  other  Troops  sta- 
tioned at  Home's  Hook,  near  Hell-gate,  lodge  in  an  uncom- 
fortable manner  for  want  of  Cribs  for  their  Beds ;  and  that 
it  is  necessary  that  a  Carpenter  be  sent  there  to  make  Cribs 
for  their  Beds. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  L.  Graham  procure  a  Carpenter  to 
go  to  Home's  Hook  to  make  Cribs  for  the  men — one  of  the 
company  of  Artificers,  if  he  can  be  spared  ;  and,  if  not,  any 
other  proper  Carpenter.     • 

Mr.  Hobart  informed  the  Congress,  that  Major  Malcom, 
who  was  sent  to  dismantle  the  Light-House,  was  returned, 
and  had  executed  that  matter  effectually,  with  the  assistance 
of  Colonel  George  Taylor,  and  some  of  his  men ;  that  Major 
Malcom  found  it  impossible  to  take  out  and  save  the  Glass, 
as  well  for  want  of  tools  as  by  reason  of  the  time  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  and  was  therefore  obliged  to  break  it ; 
that  Major  Malcom  had  delivered  the  Lamps  and  Oil,  two 
Tackle-Falls  and  Blocks,  removed  from  the  Light-House,  to 
Colonel  George  Taylor,  and  taken  a  receipt  for  the  same ; 
which  was  read  and  filed. 

"Middletown,  March  8,  1776. 

"  Received  from  William  Malcom,  eight  copper  lamps, 
two  tackle-falls  and  blocks,  and  three  casks  and  a  part  of 
a  cask  of  oil — being  articles  brought  from  the  Light-House 
on  Sandy-Hook — and  which  I  will  deliver  to  him,  or  to  the 
order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
York,  when  called  for.       .,  ^.^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^.^j^^^j,, 

Daniel  Whitehead  Kissam,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Ckiw- 
Neck  and  Great-Neck,  in  (Queen's  County,  being  examined 
in  Congress,  says :  That  on  Saturday  last,  at  the  house  of 
Richard  Smith,  in  Herricks,  he  met  Captain  Jacob  Mott ; 
that  the  said  Mott  informed  him  that  he  had  been  appre- 
hended by  order  of  Colonel  Sears,  and  had  been  sworn  ; 
tliat  this  examinant  there  saw  a  copy  of  the  oath  which  was 
administered  to  the  said  Jacob  Mott,  and  othei-s ;  that  this 
examinant  asked  tlie  said  Jacob  Mott  why  he  did  not  pro- 
duce to  Colonel  Sears  his  restoration  or  clearance  from  the 
Congress ;  that  the  said  Jacob  Mott  said  he  had  offered 
to  sliow  it  to  Mr.  Sears,  but  that  he  would  not  look  at  it. 
That  the  examinant  has  been  infonned  by  James  Cornell, 
Francis  Davenport,  and  Jonas  Valentine,  severally,  that 
they  had  been  sworn  ;  that  Mr.  Sears  had  with  him,  as  he 
■was  informed,  a  number  of  armed  soldiers ;  and  that  the  said 


soldiers  brought  up  the  people  to  be  sworn.  That  the  Com- 
mittee of  Cow-Neck  and  Great-Neck  are  much  dissatisfied 
at  this  proceeding,  and  think  diere  is  no  safety  ;  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Hempstead,  and  at  the  South-side,  whom  he  has  con- 
versed with,  are  distressed  ;  and  that  he  is  of  opinion  tliat 
such  proceedings  tend  to  convert  \Vhigs  to  be  Tories. 
Mr.  Kissam  withdrew. 

Mr.  Randall  thcivupon  moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Mr. 
Yates,  that  Mr.  Sears  be  requested  to  attend  this  Congress, 
and  inform  by  whose  order  he  undertook  and  transacted  the 
said  mattei-s  in  Quecii's  County. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion,  and  a  considerable 
time  was  spent  therein.  The  further  consideration  thereof 
is  postponed  till  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  read  the  Proposals  for 
entering  into  Contracts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Continen- 
tal Troops  in  this  Colony  ;  and  also  a  Letter  on  that  sub- 
ject from  Curtenius  and  Elting,  and  another  Letter  relative 
thereto  from  Abraham  Livingston. 

After  having  heard  the  whole  read,  and  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  further  consideration  thereof  is  postponed  for  the 
present. 

The  Congress  then  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow 
morning. 

Die  Mcrcurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  13,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Beekman,  Colonel 

Lott,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  E.  Bancker, 

Mr.  Rutgers,  Captain  Rutgers,  Colonel  McDougall,  Mr. 

Smith,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

ston. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Schenck,  Mr. 

G.  Livingston,  (on  service.) 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  King's.; — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Colonel  G.  Drake, 

Colonel  L.  Graham,  Mr.  Thomas. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hay. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Colonel  McDougall  delivered  in  an  Account  Current  of 
sundry  sums  of  money  by  him  advanced  to  Messengers,  Ex- 
presses, for  Sloop-hire,  and  to  Printei-s,  for  services  on  the 
publick  account,  and  for  the  use  of  the  Colony ;  which  was 
read  and  filed.  The  Receipts  and  Vouchers  attending  the 
said  Account,  and  dierein  referred  to,  were  read.  By  said 
Account  Current  and  Vouchers,  it  appears  that  a  balance 
of  one  hundred  and  eleven  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  one 
Penny  half-Penny  is  due  thereon  to  Colonel  McDougall. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, Esquire,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Colonel 
McDougall  one  hundred  and  eleven  Pounds  six  Shillings 
and  one  Penny  half-Penny,  in  full,  for  the  balance  of  that 
Account,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

A  draft  of  a  Resolution  for  the  loan  of  Moneys  to  the 
County  Committee  of  each  respective  County,  was  read. 
Being  again  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  Mr.  Smith  moved, 
and  was  seconde'd  by  Captain  Rutgers,  that  the  words 
"  and  making  such  allowances  to  the  Deputies  in  Provincial 
Congress  as  the  respective  County  Committees  shall  judge 
proper,"  be  obliterated. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  motion,  and  the  question  being 
put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative,  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

For  the  JVe^ativc. 


Every  County  present,  except 
New-York. — 23  votes. 


For  the  Jiffirmative. 
New-York,  4  votes,  Colonel  Mo 
Dougall  and  Mr.  A.  Rutgers 
dissenting. 

Therefore,  the  same  being  resolved  on  and  agreed,  was 
ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  Minutes,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 
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March  13,  1776. 

Whereas  the  several  County  Committees  in  this  Colony 
may  have  occasion  to  borrow  Money  to  enable  them  to  de- 
fray the  contingent  charges  they  are,  or  may  be  put  to,  in 
support  of  the  cause  of  the  United  Colonies  against  the  in- 
iquitous attempts  of  the  British  Ministry  and  Parliament  to 
enslave  this  Continent ;  and  whereas  the  imposition  of  Taxes 
on  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  to  enable  the  County 
Committees  to  pay  the  said  contingent  charges,  may  be  very 
inconvenient  at  this  time ;  this  Congress,  from  an  earnest 
desire  to  encourage  the  friends  to  liberty  in  supporting  the 
common  cause,  do  resolve  to  advance,  on  loan,  out  of  the 
Colony  Treasury,  to  each  County  Committee  a  sum  of 
money  not  exceeding  the  sums  following,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  charges  aforesaid,  and  of  making  such  allowances 
to  the  Deputies  in  Provincial  Congress  as  the  respective 
County  Committees  shall  judge  proper ;  that  is  to  say  :  To 
the  City  and  County  of  JSleto-  York,  the  sum  of  twelve  hun- 
dred Pounds  ;  to  the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  Pounds ;  to  the  County  of  Suffolk,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  Pounds ;  to  the  County  of 
Richmond,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  Pounds  ; 
to  King^s  County,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds  ;  to  the 
County  of  Ulster,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixty 
Pounds ;  to  the  County  of  Orange,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
Pounds ;  to  the  County  of  Westchester,  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty  Pounds  ;  to  the  County  of  Tryon,  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  Pounds ;  to  the  County  of  Cumberland,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  ;  to  the  County  of  Charlotte, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  ;  to  the  County  of  Dutchess, 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds.  And  it  is 
understood  that  the  sums  of  money  which  several  of  the 
Counties  have  already  received  out  of  the  Treasury  for  their 
particular  purposes,  shall  be  deducted  by  the  Treasurer  out 
of  the  respective  sums  allowed  to  such  County  in  the  fore- 
going resolutions,  and  that  the  security  given  for  such  sums 
be  delivered  up.     And  it  is 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  shall  and  do  pay  to 
the  Chairman  of  each  respective  County  Committee  in  this 
Colony,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  the  said  Committees 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  apply  for,  to  discharge  the  contin- 
gent charges  aforesaid  of  each  respective  County,  provided 
the  sum  or  sums  of  money,  so  applied  for,  shall  not,  in  the 
whole,  amount  to  more  than  the  sum  hereinbefore  allotted 
to  each  respective  County ;  and  that  an  order  of  each  respec- 
tive County  Committee,  signed  by  the  Chainnan,  and  at- 
tested by  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Committee,  with  a  receipt 
from  the  person  in  whose  favour  such  order  shall  be  drawn, 
shall  be  to  the  said  Treasurer  a  sufficient  voucher  for  the 
amount  of  the  said  order. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  each  respective  Coun- 
ty in  this  Colony  shall  stand  charged,  and  b&  accountable  to 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  for  such  sum  and  sums  of 
money  as  the  said  Treasurer  shall  advance  to  each  respec- 
tive County  Committee,  pureuant  to  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tions ;  and  that  the  same  shall  be  raised  and  repaid  into  the 
Treasury  of  this  Congress  by  Tax  or  Assessment  on  the 
inhabitants  of  each  respective  County,  when  thereunto  re- 
quired by  this  or  any  future  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  consider  of  a  Plan  for 
constituting  a  Committee  of  Safety  during  their  next  intend- 
ed adjournment,  and  to  settle  the  powers  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee. A  part  of  the  draft  of  the  said  Plan  was  read  ;  and 
that  part  of  the  said  Plan  which  forms  the  Constitution  of 
the  said  Committee,  and  the  first  fifteen  powers  given  to  the 
said  Committee,  were  read,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and 
agreed  to,  except  by  Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr. 
Hobart,  and  Mr.  Moore,  who  dissent  to,  and  disapprove  of 
the  Constitution  or  method  of  fomiing  the  said  Committee, 
and  request  that  their  dissent  may  be  entered. 

Messrs.  Scott,  Hobart,  and  McDougall,  informed  the  Pre- 
sident that  they  had  received  a  message  from  a  gentleman, 
requesting  to  see  them  on  some  matters  of  publick  impor- 
tance. They  thereupon,  with  leave,  withdrew,  to  return 
without  dejay. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Yates,  and  Mr. 
Hobart,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  Manufactures  may 
be  necessary  for  the  convenience  and  defence  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  to  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 


Messrs.  Scott,  Hobart,  and  McDougall,  returned  and  re- 
ported that  it  was  Lord  Stirling  who  had  sent  the  message, 
upon  which  they  had  obtained  leave  to  go  out  of  the  Con- 
gress. That  Lord  Stirling,  as  Commander  of  the  forces 
here,  had  received  a  Letter,  by  order  of  General  Washing- 
ton, from  Stephen  Moylan,  his  Aid-de-Camp,  infonning  that 
the  Ministerial  Army  are  embarking  from  Boston,  and  that 
his  Excellency  has  good  reason  to  imagine  that  New-  York 
will  be  the  place  of  their  destination.  That  the  said  I^etter 
was  also  accompanied  with  a  copy  of  an  application  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  town.  Tliat  Lord  Stirling  had,  by  them, 
sent  those  papers  to  this  Congress,  and  requested  that  they 
might  be  returned  to  him.  The  said  Letter  was  read,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Cambridge,  March  9,  1776, 

"  Sir  :  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  Gene- 
ral Washington,  to  inform  you  that,  in  consequence  of  his 
determination  to  possess  himself  of  the  Height  at  Dorches- 
ter, a  cannonade  and  bombardment  was  begun  on  Saturday 
night  last  on  the  town  o{  Boston,  continued  on  Sunday  night, 
and  on  Monday  night.  A  vast  number  of  shot  and  shells 
were  thrown  into  the  town,  under  the  cover  of  which  the 
intended  purpose  was  effected.  On  the  enemy  perceiving 
next  morning  that  we  had  taken  post,  tliey  were  all  hurry 
and  bustle  embarking  their  troops  (as  was  expected  and 
wished  for)  to  attack  us  ;  but  the  violent  storm  which  came 
on  that  day  prevented  them,  and  disappointed  us,  who  were 
prepared  to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  The  possession 
of  these  Heights  are  preparatory  to  our  forming  a  fort  upon 
Nook's  Hill,  which  commands  the  south  o{  Boston,  and 
to  which  their  shipping  will  be  much  exposed.  This  they 
seem  to  be  well  aware  of,  and  are  now  making  every  pre- 
paration for  moving  off.  Captain  Erwin,  escaped  from  town 
the  night  before  last,  assures  us  that  this  is  their  intention.  It 
is  corroborated  by  a  message  from  the  Selectmen  of  that 
town  to  his  Excellency,  a  copy  of  which  you  have  en- 
closed. 

"  These  informations  will  not  prevent  the  General  from 
proceeding  in  his  advances  to  the  town  ;  so  that,  if  they  do 
not  move  off,  he  is  determined  to  force  them  to  a  battle,  or 
make  that  town  so  hot  that  they  will  have  but  little  lest 
therein. 

"  His  Excellency  has  good  reason  to  imagine  that  New- 
York  will  be  the  place  of  their  destination.  He  therefore 
desires  that  you  will  exert  yourself  to  the  utmost  in  prepa- 
ring for  their  reception.  He  has  ordered  the  armed  schooners 
to  be  in  readiness  to  attend  their  motions,  and  give  the  ear- 
liest intelligence  of  the  course  they  steer ;  by  which  intelli- 
gence his  motions  will  be  governed.  If  they  steer  west, 
you  may  expect  a  large  reinforcement  from  his  Army,  and, 
in  all  probability,  the  main  body  will  soon  follow.  You 
will  please  to  communicate  this  to  the  Provincial  Congress 
or  Convention,  who,  the  General  doubts  not,  will  co-operate 
with  you  in  using  every  endeavour  to  prevent  their  forming 
a  lodimient  before  his  Excellency  can  come  or  send  to  your 
assistance.  The  fate  of  America  depends  upon  this  cam- 
paign ;  and  the  success  of  this  campaign  will  a  good  deal 
depend  upon  your  exerting  yourselves  with  vigour  upon  this 
occasion, 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  "Stephen  MoYi-Atf,  Aid-de-Camp. 
"  To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  American  Forces  at 

New-York." 

"  Boston,  March  8,  1776. 

"  As  his  Excellency  General  Howe  is  determined  to  leave 
the  town  with  the  troops  under  his  command,  a  number  of 
the  respectable  inhabitants,  being  anxious  for  its  preserva- 
tion and  safety,  have  applied  to  General  Robertson  for  tliis 
purpose,  who,  at  their  request,  has  communicated  the  same 
to  his  Excellency  General  Howe,  who  has  assured  him  that 
he  has  no  intention  of  destroying  the  town,  unless  the  troops 
under  his  command  are  molested  during  their  embarkation 
or  at  their  departure,  by  the  armed  force  without ;  which 
declaration  he  gave  General  Robertson  leave  to  communi- 
cate to  the  inhabitants.  If  such  an  opposition  should  take 
place,  we  have  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  the  town  will 
be  exposed  to  entire  destmction.  As  our  fears  are  quieted 
with  regard  to  General  Hoive's  intentions,  we  beg  we  may 
have  some  assurances  that  so  dreadful  a  calamity  may  not 
be  brought  on  by  any  measures  without. 
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"  As  a  testimony  of  the  tnith'of  the  above,  we  have  sign- 
ed our  names  to  this  paper,  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Thomas 
and  Jonathan  Amory  and  Peter  Johannot,  wlio  have,  at  the 
earnest  entreaties  of  the  inhabitants,  through  the  Lieutenant- 
Govemour,  solicited  a  flag  of  truce  for  this  purpose. 

"  John  Scollay, 
"Timothy  Newell, 
"Thomas  Marshall, 
"Samuel  Austin." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  keep  copies  of  the  Letter 
of  Stephen  Moylan,  and  of  the  Ajiphcation  of  the  Select- 
men of  J5oston ;  and  that  they  return  tiie  original  Letter, 
and  the  copy  received  from  Lord  Stirling,  with  all  possible 
despatch. 

Mr.  Scott  infonned  the  Congress  that  Lord  Stirling  re- 
quests that  a  Committee  of  this  Congress  may  be  appointed 
to  confer  with  him  on  sundry  matters  relative  to  the  defence 
of  this  City  and  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  McDott- 
gall,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Hobart,  be  a 
Committee  of  this  Congress  to  confer  with  Ijord  Stirling ; 
and  that  they  report  the  result  of  such  ponference  with  all 
convenient  speed. 

The  Congress  conceiving  that  the  intelligence  received 
from  Cambridge  renders  it  necessary  to  have  a  Magazine  of 
Provisions  immediately  laid  in  store, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake  immediately  re- 
pair to  Westchester  County,  and  purchase  twelve  hundred 
barrels  of  the  best  Pork,  and  have  the  same  safely  stored, 
agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  this  Congress  of  the  9th  day  of 
March  instant.  That  he  take  with  him  from  New- York  a 
sworn  Inspector  and  repacker  of  Pork,  to  inspect  and  re- 
pack the  same ;  and  that  lie  purchase  and  store,  at  the 
cheapest  rate  in  his  power.  Flour  sufficient  for  the  use  of 
five  thousand  Men  for  a  month. 

Die  Mercurii,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  13, 1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Capt.  Denning,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Beek- 
man,  Colonel  Lett,  Mr.  E.  Bancker,  Mr.  Halktt,  Mr. 
Rutgers,  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr. 
Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Abraham  Yates,  Mr.  Gansevoort,  Co- 
lonel Nicoll,  (on  service,)  General  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Suffolk.— -General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Ho- 
bart. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  L.  Graham,  Colonel  Gilbert 
Drake,  Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Ulster. — ^Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Major  Scheiwk. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

For  King's. — Mr.Covenhoven,Mr. Polhemus, Colonel  Van 
Brunt. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker,  Mr.  Lavxrerwe. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hay. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  dated  the  6di 
day  of  March  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Albany,  March  6,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  remind  you  of  the  necessity 
of  forwarding,  without  the  least  delay,  the  naval  stores 
which  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  request  of  you  in  my  for- 
mer letters. 

"  A  heavy  rain  has  fallen  within  these  two  days  and  broke 
up  Hudson's  River  as  far  down  as  Half-Moon.  A  few  warm 
days,  1  hope,  will  clear  the  river  of  ice  in  all  its  extent. 

"  Please  to  order  up  ten  sets  of  pump-boxes.  I  fear  it  will 
be  impossible  to  find  clothing  at  this  place  for  Colonel  Van 
Schaick's  Regiment.  I  wish,  therefore,  that  what  can  be 
procured  may  be  sent  up  the  soonest  possible. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  esteem  and  respect,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  „  „  _, 

"  Philip  Schuyler. 

"To  Colonel  Woodhull,  President,  &;c." 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius,  as  Commissary,  pro- 


cure ten  sets  of  Pump-Boxes,  and  forward  the  same  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Francis  Lewis,  Esq.,  a  Delegate  for  this  Colony  in  Con- 
tinental Congress,  infonned  this  Congress  that  the  subject 
of  commissionating  private  Ships-of-War  and  Letters  of 
Marque  was  in  contemplation  in  Congress ;  and  that  the 
Delegates  for  this  Colony  requested  the  sense  of  this  Con- 
gress relative  thereto.  Congress  took  the  same  into  consi- 
deration, and  agreed  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress 
that  such  a  measure  is  very  right  and  proper;  and  Mr. 
Ijciois  was  informed  of  the  same,  and  requested  to  inform 
the  other  Delegates  of  their  opinion  in-  this  particular. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Daniel  Denton,  relative  to  his 
Company  raised  for  the  Continental  service,  and  now  ready 
for  duty,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"New-York,  March  13,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Having  received  a  warrant  from  your 
honourable  House  for  the  purpose  of  inhsting  a  company  of 
men  in  Orange  County,  to  act  in  one  of  the  four  battalions 
raising  within  this  Province,  for  the  service  of  the  United 
Colonies,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  have  my  company 
complete  as  to  number,  and  that  I  have  inlisted  a  number 
of  genteel  young  fellows  out  of  reputable  families,  who  would 
choose  to  clothe  themselves  entirely ;  receive  the  value  of 
some  things  proposed  to  be  given  them — such  as  hats,  shoes, 
stockings,  &c.,  in  cash ;  and  beg  your  indulgence  in  that 
respect. 

"  Some  of  the  men  would  willingly  find  their  own  guns, 
if  they  are  not  already  provided ;  but  the  most  of  them  are 
without  that  article. 

"I  am  .now  in  town,  waiting  the  direction  of  Congress. 

"  I   am,   respectfully,  gentlemen,  your   most   obedient, 

humble  servant,  ,,  t-»  rw 

'  "  Daniel  Denton. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony 
oi  New-York." 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Denton  be  infonned  that  such 
men  in  his  Company  as  will  provide  themselves  with  apy 
articles  promised  to  be  furnished  to  the  Troops  by  Congress 
at  publick  expense,  shall  be  allowed  for  the  same  the  prices 
fixed  by  the  Continental  Congress ;  and  that  Captain  Den- 
ton be  requested  to  infonn  his  men  that,  by  the  temis  of 
inlistment,  they  are  to  provide  tlieir  own  Arms  and  Accou- 
trements. 

A  Letter  from  Robert  Livingston,  Esq.,  offering  to  the 
publick  the  use  of  his  Furnace  and  hands,  to  cast  Cannon 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Manor  Livingston,  March  2,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  answer  your  letter  of  the 
25th  of  January  on  the  5th  of  Februai-y,  and  sent  it  by  my 
cousin,  {Gilbert  Livingston^  who  promised  me  to  deliver 
it ;  advising  that  my  furnace  would  be  ready  to  begin  her 
blast  early  in  April,  and  that  the  Committee  should  be  very 
welcome  to  have  the  use  of  her,  with  all  my  stock  and 
hands,  to  cast  guns,  or  any  other  implements  of  war,  pro- 
vided they  could  procure  proper  and  skilful  men  who  un- 
derstood the  casting  and  moulding  of  them,  for  that  I  had 
none  about  my  works.  Since  which  1  have  received  no 
answer.  I  am  now  to  uifonn  you  that  the  time  draws  near 
tliat  we  must  cut  the  hearth  and  put  it  in  ;  which,  possibly, 
may  not  suit  the  casting  of  great  guns,  as  we  shall  do  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  suit  our  business.  I  wish  to  have  your 
answer  before  the  15th  current,  that  I  may  know  how  to 
conduct  myself. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

''  Robert  Livingston. 
"To  Mr.  Joseph  Hallett." 

The  Congress  took  the  said  Letter  into  consideration ; 
and,  considering  that  Cannon  are  already  making  in  another 
Colony  for  the  Continental  Ships-of-War,  and  that  it  is  not 
probable  any  other  Cannon  will  be  cast  in  this  Colony  than 
the  few  additional  Cannon  that  may  be  wanted  for  its  own 
defence,  and  that  they  have  not  proper  Artificere  now  remain- 
ing in  the  Colony  for  that  business,  are  of  opinion  that  it 
will  not  be  proper  to  accept  of  Mr.  Livingston's  generous 
offer,  as  it  may  do  him  a  very  great  injury. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Brasher  prepare  and  report  a 
draft  of  an  Answer  to  Mr.  Livingston's  said  Letter. 
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A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  Letter  of  Robert  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  This  day  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  came  to  hand. 
After  returning  you  our  thanks  for  the  offer  you  have  made 
us  of  your  furnace,  for  the  purpose  of  casting  artilleiy,  we 
beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  we  conceive  the  season  of  the 
year  is  too  far  advanced  to  admit  of  our  sending  up  a  pro- 
per person  to  determine  whether  your  furnace  is  so  con- 
structed and  situated  as  to  answer  the  end  we  had  in  view. 
The  Committee  of  Safety  have  informed  us  that,  in  your 
fii-st  letter  in  answer  to  ours,  you  had  some  doubts  on  riiat 
bead.  When  the  Committee  of  Safety  wrote  to  you,  it  was 
from  an  apprehension  that  heavy  artillery  might  be  wanted ; 
since  which  you  have  doubtless  been  informed  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  a  supply  has  been  obtained.  To  alter  your 
works  only  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  few  pieces  of  can- 
non, if  it  were  practicable,  would  not  be  wortli  while  to 
desire  it  on  our  part,  would  be  injurious  to  you,  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  your  attachment 
to  the  rights  of  your  country. 

We  are,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vants. 

By  order. 

To  Robert  Livingston,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted. 

A  long  Letter  from  Colonel  Abraham  HasbroucJc,  at 
Kingston,  in  Ulster  County,  alleging  that  he  is  superseded 
in  his  rank  as  an  Officer  in  the  Militia,  was  read  and  filed. 

Another  very  long  Letter  from  said  Colonel  Abraham 
Hasbrouck,  Johannes  Snyder,  and  the  other  gentlemen 
lately  appointed  to  be  Field  and  Staff-Officers  of  the  North- 
em  Regiment  in  Ulster  County,  and  covering  all  the  Field 
and  Staff-Officers  of  that  Regiment,  was  also  read  and  filed. 

The  gentlemen  who  wrote  the  last  above-mentioned  Let- 
ter, amongst  many  other  childish  reasons  therein  contained 
for  returning  their  Commissions,  have  assigned  the  two  fol- 
lowing as  the  principal ;  first,  as  they  are  called  Officers  of 
the  Northern  Regiment  of  Ulster  County ;  and,  secondly, 
that  their  Commissions  bear  test  on  the  date  posterior  to  the 
date  of  many  of  the  inferior  Officers  of  their  Regiment. 

The  said  Letters  and  Commissions  having  been  received 
by  the  post : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson  pay  the  postage,  (fifteen 
Shillings  and  ten  Pence.) 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  further  to  consider  of,  and 
determine,  the  powers  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and,  be- 
ginning with  the  sixteenth  power,  as  hereinafter  contained, 
the  whole  residue  of  the  powers  of  the  said  Committee  were 
read  through,  amended,  and  approved  of. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  same  remain,  and  be 
taken  into  further  consideration  the  first  convenient  oppor- 
tunity. 

The  Committee  appointed  this  morning,  at  the  request  of 
Lord  Stirling,  to  confer  with  him  on  matters  relative  to  the 
protection  and  security  of  this  City  and  Colony,  returned. 

The  said  Committee  delivered  in  a  Report  containing— 
1st,  An  Account  of  several  measures  already  taken  by  his 
Lordship  as  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Continental  Forces 
in  this  City,  for  the  security  and  defence  thereof;  secondly, 
A  di-aft  of  sundry  Resolutions  proposed  by  the  said  Commit- 
tee as  necessary  to  be  entered  into  and  carried  into  execu- 
tion by  this  Congress,  for  the  safety  and  defence  of  this  City 
and  Colony. 

The  second  part  of  the  said  Report  was  read,  and,  being 
again  read  by  paragraphs,  and  sundry  amendments  therein 
made,  the  same  was  ordered  to  remain  for  further  consi- 
deration.   

Die  Jovia,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  14,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
Foe   New-York. — Mr.    Sands,    Colonel    Lott,    Captain 

Rutgers,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Captain  Denning,  Colonel  Mc- 

Dougall. 
For  Albany. — ^Mr.    Yates,   General    Ten  Broeck,   Mr. 

Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 


For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gehton. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Major  Schenck, 
Colonel  Morris  Graham. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hay. 

For  Kino's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Covenr 
hoven.  Colonel  Van  Brunt. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Lewis  Graham,  Mr.  Paul- 
ding. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Ji^lliams. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

The  Bond  of  John  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  and  his  securi- 
ties, was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  John  R. 
Livingston,  o(  Rhinebeck  Precinct,  Dutchess  County,  and 
Patrick  Dennis  and  John  Dawson,  of  the  City  of  JSev>- 
York,  Merchants,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  Isaac 
Roosevelt,  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  John 
Thomas,  Jun.,  Petrus  Ten  Broeck,  John  Herring,  and  Ja- 
cobus Bruyn,  and  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  in  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds,  current  money  of  New-York, 
to  be  paid  to  the  said  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Nathaniel  Woodhull, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  John  Thomas,  Jun.,  Petrus  Ten 
Broeck,  John  Herring,  and  Jacobus  Bruyn,  or  the  survivor 
or  survivoi-s  of  them.  Sealed  with  our  Seals.  Dated  the 
fourteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six. 

"  Whereas  the  Provincial  Congress  of  tlie  Colony  tof 
New-  York,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  said  Congress, 
have  lent  to  the  above  bounden  John  R.  Livingston  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  Pounds,  for  two  years  from  the  date  hereof, 
without  interest,  as  an  encouragement  to  him  to  erect  a 
Powder-Mill  in  such  place  in  Dutchess  County  as  die  Ge- 
neral Committee  of  the  said  County  shall  approve  of :  Now, 
therefore,  the  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that, 
if  the  above  bounden  John  R.  Livingston  does,  within  three 
months  from  the  date  hereof,  erect  a  Powder-Mill  of  the 
best  quality  in  such  place  in  Dutchess  County  as  the  Gene- 
ral Committee  of  the  said  County  shall  approve  of,  and, 
also,  if  the  said  John  R.  Livingston  does  well  and  truly 
repay  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds  so  lent  as  afore- 
said unto  the  above-named  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Nathaniel 
Woodhull,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  John  Thomas,  Jun.-,  Pe- 
trus Ten  Broeck,  John  Herring,  and  Jacobus  Bruyn,  or  the 
survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  within  two  years  from  the 
date  hereof,  then  the  above  obligation  to  be  void ;  but,  on 
failure  or  non-performance  of  any  or  either  of  the  above 
conditions,  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force. 

"  John  R.  Livingston, 
"  Patrick  Dennis, 
"John  Dawson. 

"  Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of — 

"  Abraham,  Lott, 
"  Thomas  Jones." 

John  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  having  given  bond,  with  secu- 
rities, to  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Abraham 
Yates,  Jun.,  Esquires,  and  the  other  gentlemen  named  ui 
the  Order  of  tiiis  Congress  of  the  9th  instant,  and  contracted 
to  build  a  Powder-Mill  within  three  months,  agreeable  to 
the  said  Resolution  : 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  John  R. 
Livingston,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  and 
take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  Congress  agreed  that  Colonel  Drake  permit  four 
Men  in  his  Regiment,  inlisted  with  Captain-Lieutenant 
Jam£s  Moore,  in  his  Artillery  Company,  to  go  into  that 
service. 

A  Certificate  of  Stephen  Badlam,  Captain  of  Artillerjr, 
was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  certifies  that  he  has  exa- 
mined Alexander  Hamilton,  and  judges  him  qualiiied  to 
command  a  Company  of  Artillery. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Alexander  Hamilton  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  appointed  Captain  of  the  Provincial  Company  of 
Artillery  of  this  Colony. 

The  Congress,  considering  that  it  will  be  necessary  to 
have  some  gendeinan  appointed  statedly  to  pay  the  Pto- 


379 


NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  MARCH,  1776. 


380 


vincial  Artillery  Company  of  this  Colony ,  were  of  opinion  that 
Colonel  McDonsraU  w  ould  be  proper  for  that  service.  Colo- 
nel McDougall,  present,  agreed  to  undertake  that  service. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  pay  the 
Artillery  Company  of  this  Colony  as  their  pay  siiall  become 
due,  until  further  order  of  this  Provincial  Congress,  or  their 
Committee  of  Safety. 

The  Petition  of  David  ShaddcH,  setting  forth  his  poverty, 
and  the  injury  he  received  on  the  18th  ultimo,  in  removing 
the  Caimon  from  the  Battery,  and  praying  for  some  relief 
and  assistance,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  John  Charlton,  for  the  present, 
take  charge  of,  and  attend  the  cure  of  David  ShaddelVs 
hand  and  arm  ;  and  that  he  report  to  this  Congress  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  said  David  Shaddell. 

The  Congress  were  informed  by  a  Member  that  the 
workmen  employed  in  unsplking  the  Cannon  on  the  Green, 
in  this  City,  are  so  negligent  in  their  business  that  it  is 
necessary  to  set  a  Guard  over  them  to  keep  them  at  work. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Ix)rd  Stirling  be  authorized, 
and  lie  is  hereby  authorized,  to  command  as  many  Black- 
smiths, or  other  fit  pei-sons  who  are  acquainted  with  drilling 
Cannon,  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  open  the  Cannon  in 
this  City,  and  place  a  Guard  o\er  them,  to  keep  them  at 
work  until  the  said  Cannon  are  unspiked,  except  for  such 
time  as  shall  be  necessary  for  their  proper  refreshment. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  County  Committee  of  Ulster 
County,  to  attend  six  blank  Commissions,  to  be  by  the 
said  Committee  filled  up  for  the  Field  or  Staff-Officers  for 
tlie  First  or  Northern  Regiment  of  the  same  County,  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  now  under  consideration  the  sub- 
ject of  two  letters  received  from  Colonel  Hashrouck,  respect- 
ing the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  your  County,  which  he  was 
conmiissioned  to  command.  There  appeal's  to  be  a  great 
dissatisfaction  among  the  Field-Officers ;  and  the  Colonel 
declines  serving,  by  reason  of  your  altering  the  name  of  his 
Regiment,  and  our  appointing  George  Clinton,  Esq.,  Bri- 
gadier-General of  the  Militia  of  Ulster  and  Orange  Coun- 
ties. You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  multiplicity  of  business 
before  us,  and  the  impropriety  of  an  application  to  us  upon 
that  subject,  as  we  have,  by  a  letter,  dated  the  22d  of  De- 
cember last,  referred  the  settlement  of  that  matter  entirely  to 
you.  The  reason  of  this  step  must  be  obvious  to  you  when 
you  reflect  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  judge  of  the  quali- 
fication of  any  person  in  your  County.  We  beg  you  will 
accommodate  this  difference ;  and,  that  you  may  not  be 
under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  Congress  on  the  subject, 
we  enclose  you  six  blank  commissions,  which  you  will 
please  to  fill  up  for  such  persons  as  you  conceive  best  quali- 
fied ;  being  previously  assured  that  the  person  you  appoint 
will  serve,  and  that  his  political  sentiments  are  fiiendly  to 
American  liberty. 

We  are,  yours,  respectfully. 
By  order. 

To  Jacobus  Bruyn,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ulster  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted,  and  that  six  Commis- 
sions be  signed  by  the  President,  and  countersigned  by  one 
of  the  Secretaries,  and  enclosed  therein. 

A  copy  of  the  examination  of  Craigg   was 

brought  into  the  Congress  by  Mr.  Robert  Benson,  who,  by 
order,  had  called  on  Lord  Stirluig  and  taken  a  copy  fi'om 
the  original,  which  was  taken  by  his  Lordship.  The  said 
copy  of  the  examination  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  die 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"Craig,  lately  a  soldier  in  the  First  Regiment  of  York- 
ers, declares  that  he  was  employed  by  one  Vernon,  a  hatter 
of  this  City,  to  rig  out  a  Sloop  the  said  Verno7i  had  lately 
purchased  by  order  of  Govemour  Tryon,  to  be  employed  by 
the  Governour  as  a  tender  or  cutter,  and  occasionally  to 
cruise  in  the  North  and  East-Rivers ;  that  the  said  Vernon 
was  to  be  supplied  by  the  said  Governour  with  swivels  for 
the  said  Sloop ;  that  the  said  Craig  went  on  board  (with 
the  said  Vernon)  of  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  and  there  con- 
versed with  the  Governour  and  the  Attorneys  General 
Kempe  and  Skinner,  who  urged  him  to  be  active  in  pro- 


curing as  many  men  as  possible,  not  only  for  the  said  Sloop, 
but  for  the  Asia,  and  otlier  men-of-war  soon  expected  here ; 
that  above  fifty  or  sixty  soldiers  now  in  town  in  the  Conti- 
nental service  were  engaged  by  the  said  Vernon  for  the 
service  of  the  Ministry." 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Hay  and  Colonel  Morris  Gra- 
ham be  a  Committee  to  go  to  Thomas  Vernon  and  take  his 
Examination,  and  report  the  same  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Letter  or  Memorial  from  Jacob  Bampor  was  read  and 
filed.  He  thereby  requests  a  Captain  or  Lieutenant's  com- 
mission in  the  Continental  service. 

Ordered,  That  die  Member  of  King's  County,  who 
brought  in  the  said  Letter,  infonn  Mr.  Bampor  that  there  is 
not  any  vacancy. 

Die  Jovis,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  14,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  McDow^o//,  Colonel  i>o^/,  Mr. 
Randall,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  E.  Bancker,  Captain  Rutgers, 
Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Captain  Denning. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Yates,  General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Gan- 
sevoort,  Colonel  Jsicoll,  (on  duty.) 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 
ston. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Ten  Broeck,  Major  Schenck. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Colonel  Lewis  Gra- 
ham. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams. 

The  several  Proposals  for  victualling  the  Continental 
Troops  in  this  Colony  were  read,  and  refeired  to  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, Mr.  Halktt,  Mr.  Paidding,  and  Mr.  Sands,  as  a 
Committee  to  report  thereon  widi  all  possible  speed. 

The  Committee  above-mentioned,  reported  that  the  Pro- 
posal of  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  for  contracting  for  the. 
Continental  Troops  in  this  Colony,  is  the  lowest  and  most 
advantageous :  Therefore,  it  is 

Resolved  and  Agreed,  That  his  Proposals  be  accepted, 
and  that  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
informing  that  honourable  body  of  the  terms  on  which  the 
said  Troops  can  be.  supplied  with  Rations. 

Ordered,  That  Hamilton  Young  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
permitted  to  go  on  board  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Asia,  or 
the  Packet,  in  company  with  the  Port-Master,  to  receive 
his  Letters,  he  having  been  first  duly  sworn  that  he  will 
not  communicate  on  board  of  the  Ships-of-War,  or  any 
of  the  other  Ships  in  the  harbour,  any  intelligence  concern- 
ing the  preparations  making  for  the  defence  of  this  City 
and  Colony,  or  carry  any  Letters  or  Papers  relative  thereto, 
or  giving  any  intelligence  concerning  the  same.  Mr.  Sands 
and  Mr.  Hallett  are  appointed  a  Committee  to  view  such 
Letters  as  Mr.  Young  brings  on  shore  before  they  be  de- 
livered. 

It  was  represented  to  Congress  that  Captain  Daniel  Den- 
ton, of  Orange  County,  has  his  Company  full,  and  ready 
for  service ;  that  Lord  Stirling  has  ordered  him  with  his 
Company  to  New-  York ;  and  that  he  is  in  necessity  for  some 
money  to  pay  the  wages  due  his  men,  that  they  may  fur- 
nish themselves  with  some  necessaries. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Captain  Daniel 
Denton  the  sum  of  sixty  Pounds  on  account,  in  part  of 
the  pay  of  his  Company,  and  take  Captain  Denton's  receipt 
for  the  same ;  Captain  Denton  to  be  accountable  for  that 
sum  paid  him  on  account  for  his  Company. 

A  permit  was  given  to  the  Port-Master  to  cairy  on  board 
of  the  Ships  Phenix,  (packet,)  Asia,  and  Dutchess  of  Gor- 
don, a  great  number  of  articles,  mentioned  in  a  memoran- 
dum delivered  in  by  the  Port-Master  and  filed.  He  was 
also  permitted  to  carry  on  board  for  the  use  of  the  Ship 
Asia,  certain  quantities  of  Provisions  and  other  articles, 
specified  in  a  list  or  memorandum  of  Abraham  Lott,  Con- 
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tractor,  and  endorsed  on  the  back  of  the  Port-Master's 
memorandum,  Rum  excepted. 

A  I>etter  from  Ahraham  Livingston,  Esq.,  was  road  and 
filed.  He  thereby  informs  Uiat  he  has  received  a  deputa- 
tion from  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  in  the  Department  of 
Commissary-General,  to  furnish  all  Continental  Troops  in 
this  part  of  the  Colony  with  Provisions,  and  that  he  will 
continue  to  act  in  that  appointment  until  further  order,  or 
some  contract  made  for  supplying  the  said  Troops. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Essex  County,  in  New- 
Jersey,  on  the  subjects  of  the  Pay  and  Provisions,  &.C.,  of 
their  Militia  ordered  into  this  Colony  by  Lord  Stirling,  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Newark,  March  14,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Tlie  Earl  of  Stirling  last  night  requested  of  the 
County  of  Essex  the  assistance  of  three  or  four  hundred 
men,  to  march  to  New-York  as  soon  as  possible.  We  tiiink 
proper  to  inform  you  of  it,  and,  also,  that  we  have  agreed 
to  comply  with  the  request,  provided  it  be  agreeable  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  New-  York.  You  will  therefore  be 
kind  enough  to  let  us  know  by  the  bearer  the  sense  of  the 
Congress  about  it.  We  have  given  orders  for  the  men  to 
be  raised  immediately,  and  they  will  be  ready  to  march  to- 
morrow, or  next  day  at  farthest.  The  Congress  is  desired, 
also,  to  inform  us  how  the  men  are  to  be  provided  for,  and 
by  whom  to  be  paid,  and  when  quarters  and  provisions  will 
be  ready  for  them.  Three  hundred  men  are  ordered  to  be 
raised  in  this  County. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  William  Burnet,  Chairman. 
"  To  the  President  of  Congress,  New-  York." 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  in  answer  to  the  Committee  of  Essex 
County,  in  New-Jersey,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  communicated  to  Congress  your  favour  of 
this  day,  and  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  they  approve 
of  the  requisition  made  by  the  Earl  of  Stirling.  The 
Congress  have  a  grateful  sense  of  the  readiness  your  people 
manifest  to  comply  with  his  request.  Quarters  will  be  pro- 
vided for  your  Troops,  but  we  wish  them  to  bring  a  Quar- 
termaster with  them.  An  Assistant  to  the  Deputy  Com- 
missary-General will  furnish  them  with  provisions.  Who 
shall  pay  the  troops  is  a  question  to  be  determined  by  the 
Continental  Congress.  When  our  aid  shall  become  neces- 
sary to  our  neighbours,  we  shall  cheerfully  give  it,  and  put 
this  question  on  the  same  issue. 

And  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 

To  William  Burnett,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for 
the  Town  of  Newark. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted  by  the  bearer  from  New- 
ark, in  waiting. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  take  into  flirther  consi- 
deration the  Report  of  the  Committee  who  conferred  with 
Lord  Stirling  on  the  13th  instant,  on  the  measures  necessaiy 
to  be  taken  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  Colony.  The 
said  Report  being  read,  and  again  read  by  paragraphs,  and 
those  parts  of  it  that  remained  to  be  carried  into  execution 
corrected,  amended,  resolved  on,  and  unanimously  agreed 
to,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

Regulations  agreed  to  for  the  Defence  of  the  City  of 
New-York,  between  Lord  Stirling,  General  of  the 
Continental  Army,  and  a  Committee  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-York. 

Lord  Stirling  has  already  ordered  Colonel  Dayton,  with 
the  Third  Regiment  of  the  Neiv-Jersey  Troops,  and  also 
six  Companies  of  the  Second  Battalion  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Troops,  immediately  to  proceed  to  this  City.  He  also 
wrote  to  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  of  six  Counties 
in  New-Jersey,  to  send  at  least  three  hundred  picked  men, 
well  accoutred,  from  each.  And  has  informed  the  President 
of  the  New-Jersey  Congress  of  the  intelligence  received 
from  General  Washington,  concerning  the  embarkation  of 
the  Ministerial  Troops  at  Boston,  and  requested  him  to 
give  us  all  possible  assistance,  on  the  supposition  that  those 
Troops  are  destined  hither.  He  has  also  ordered  all  the 
Artillery  to  be  put  in  the  best  order  possible. 


Lord  Stirling  informs  the  Committee  of  the  arrival  of  a 
quantity  of  Powder  in  d)is  City,  and  that  anodier  quantity 
IS  soon  expected,  both  directed  by  tlie  Continental  Con- 
gress for  the  service  of  tile  Army  at  Cambridge.  It  is 
agreed  that  the  forwarding  of  the  said  Powder  be  deferred 
till  further  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  that  an 
express  be  immediately  despatched  to  them  by  Lord  Stir- 
ling on  the  subject. 

1st.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  all  the  male  inhabi- 
tants, capable  of  fatigue,  be  immediately  empIoy(ul  on  the 
Fortifications  of  this  City,  and  as  well  all  the  Negro  men 
in  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  in  the  "manner 
hereinafter-mentioned,  to  wit :  That  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  each  corps  draw  out  one-third  of  his  respective 
corps,  and  also  one-third  part  of  all  the  male  inhabitants 
capable  of  fatigue  within  the  districts  or  beats  of  the  Mi- 
litia, whereof  he  is  the  commanding  officer,  to  parade  in 
the  Common,  at  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning,  without 
arms,  but  provided  with  as  many  intrenching  tools  as  they 
are  possessed  of;  and  that  they  take  care  to  haVe  one-third 
of  all  the  Negro  men  in  their  respective  districts  turned  out, 
provided  in  the  same  manner ;  that  they  continue  to  have 
the  third  part  of  their  respective  corps,  and  one-third  part 
of  all  the  male  inhabitants  capable  of  fatigue,  and  also  one- 
third  part  of  all  Negro  men  within  their  respective  beats 
turned  out  every  day,  and  so  on  from  day  to  day,  to  work 
on  the  said  Fortifications  until  further  order ;  that  the  com- 
manding officer  of  each  respective  corps  for  the  time  being 
on  any  fatigue  or  day  of  labour  may  receive  an  able-bodied 
hired  man  in  the  place  of  any  other  person,  or  any  servant 
or  slave  in  the  place  of  his  master,  when  it  is  not  the  pro- 
per tour  of  labour  of  duty  of  such  hired  man,  servant,  or 
slave. 

2dly.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Ge- 
neral Committee  of  New-York  to  make  immediate  report 
of  all  the  Provisions  and  Bar-Iron  in  Town ;  to  prevent  the 
exportation  of  either  of  those  articles  from  the  City  and 
County  of  Neiv-York  till  further  order  of  this  Congress,  or 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  except  such  Provisions  as  the 
sub-Committee  of  the  City  of  New-York  have,  or  may 
have,  given  permits  for  before  the  receipt  of  this  Resolve, 
which  the  said  sub-Committee  are  at  liberty  to  permit  to 
be  exported,  but  from  the  City  of  New-York  only,  and 
agreeable  to  the  permits  they  have  already  given,  if  they 
think  proper. 

3dly.  Resolved,  That  Dr.  John  Jones  and  Dr.  Treat 
are  hereby  authorized  to  purchase  all  the  Hospital  Medi- 
cines and  Stores  and  apparatus  in  this  City  which  they 
shall  think  necessary  in  the  premises,  and  that  they  make 
report  of  their  doings  to  this  Congress,  or  Committee  of 
Safety  ;  and  that  they  take  the  direction  and  disposition  of 
the  Hospital  stores  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Commissary 
Curtenius. 

4thly.  Resolved,  That  the  Provincial  Congress  issue  im- 
mediate orders  to  the  Committee  of  King's  County  to  order 
the  inhabitants  of  that  County  to  give  assistance  in  fatigue 
to  Colonel  Ward,  thereby  turning  out  for  the  service  as 
many  of  the  male  inhabitants,  Negroes  included,  every  day, 
to  work  at  the  Fortifications  in  that  County  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  that  County  and  Colonel  Ward  shall  think  neces- 
sary; and  that  they  take  with  them  their  spades,  pick-axes, 
shovels,  and  hoes,  and  to  begin  the  work  on  Friday  next, 
and  they  be  under  the  like  regulations,  as  to  the  number 
of  officers,  pay,  and  provisions,  as  the  Militia  of  the  City  of 
New-York. 

5thly.  Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be,  and  are 
hereby,  empowered  to  take  the  direction  and  management 
of  keeping  proper  Look-outs,  and  by  proper  persons,  to 
discover  any  number  of  Ships  on  the  coast,  or  approaching 
or  entering  Sandy-Hook ;  and  diat  every  Committee,  Offi- 
cer, and  person  in  this  Colony,  give  them  any  necessary  aid 
for  that  purpose  which  the  said  Marine  Committee  may 
require. 

6thly.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Colonels  of  the 
Regiments  in  Orange  County,  on  die  south  side  of  the 
Mountains,  do  draft  out  of  their  Regiments  at  least  one  hun- 
dred men,  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit :  Sixty -five 
privates  out  of  Colonel  Hays's  Regiment,  and  thirty-five 
privates  out  of  Colonel  Lent's  Regiment,  and  as  many 
more  men  out  of  these  two  regiments  as  will  turn  out 
volunteers  for  diat  service,  to  be  immediately  sent  to  this 
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City,  armed  and  accoutred  in  the  best  manner  possible, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  pay  and  provi- 
sions as  the  other  Continental  forces  in  this  Colony. 

7thly.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Joseph 
Drake  and  Colonel  Thomas  Thomas,  of  Westchester  Coun- 
ty, do  di-aft  out  of  their  Regiments  two  hundred  men,  in 
the  following  proportions,  to  wit :  Two  companies  of  sixty- 
five  privates  each,  besides  the  Captains  and  other  inferior 
officers,  out  of  Colonel  Joseph  Drake's  Regiment,  and  one 
company  of  sixty-five  privates,  with  the  Captain  and  other 
inferior  officers,  of  Colonel  Thomas's  Regiment,  and  as 
many  more"  men  out  of  those  two  regiments  as  will  tuni 
out  volunteers  for  that  service,  to  be  immediately  sent  to 
tlie  City  of  New- York,  armed  and  accoutred  in  the  best 
manner  possible,  and  to  be  joined  to  Colonel  Samuel 
Drake's  Regiment,  and  to  receive  the  same  pay  and  pro- 
visions as  tile  otlier  Continental  forces  in  this  Colony. 

8thly.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  respective  com- 
manding Officers  be  directed,  pursuant  to  the  regulations 
made  for  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  to  levy  and  collect  a 
fine  of  ten  Shillings  upon  each  of  those  who  do  not  appear 
according  to  the  above  order,  and  carefully  reserve  the  same 
for  the  disposition  of  this  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety. 
9thly.  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Officers  be  in 
the  proportion  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  one 
Major,  one  Adjutant,  and  one  Quartermaster,  to  each  Regi- 
ment, consisting  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  men ;  and  one 
Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and  one  Ensign,  for  every  sixty- 
five  privates,  and  non-commissioned  officers  in  the  same 
proportion ;  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  so  employed  be 
allowed  the  Continental  pay,  and  ten  Pence  half-Penny 
per  day  instead  of  provisions  for  each  day  they  shall  do 
work. 

lOthly.  Ordered,  That  the  Officers  commanding  the  par- 
ties upon  fatigue  do  make  an  exact  return  of  all  the  men 
so  employed  to  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee  of 
Safety,  every  night. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  deliver  out  Copies  to  the 
Colonels  of  the  respective  Regiments  in  the  before  written 
Resolutions  mentioned,  of  the  said  Resolutions,  as  may  be 
necessary  for  them  respectively. 

Captain  John  Warner,  of  the  Militia  of  iVew- rorfc,  at- 
tending at  the  door,  sent  in  a  Warrant  from  Lord  Stirling, 
as  commander  of  the  Continental  forces  at  present  of  this 
City,  authorizing  the  said  John  Warner  to  proceed  to  Rich- 
mond County,  and  take  the  person  of  James  Boyd,  and 
bring  him  before  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee  of 
Safety,  with  such  evidence  as  he  had  against  him.  The 
said  John  Warner  was  called  in  and  heard. 

Joseph  Welpley,  a  witness  against  John  James  Boyd,  of 
Richmond  Cdunty,  was  called  in  and  examined,  and  his  ex- 
amination taken  down  in  writing,  and  filed. 

The  Congress  considering  the  evidence  offered,  are  of 
opinion  that'the  said  John  James  Boyd  is  so  unimportant  and 
insignificant  a  person  in  the  community,  as  not  to  deserve  the 
expense  or  trouble  of  apprehending  him  without  further  tes- 
timony of  some  overt  acts  inimical  to  the  American  Colo- 
nies, and  therefore  dismissed  Captain  Warner  and  Joseph 
Welpley,  with  commendations  of  their  vigilance  and  readi- 
ness, and  directed  them  to  inform  the  Congress,  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  if  they  should  know  of  any  future  ill  beha- 
viour of  the  said  John  James  Boyd. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  late  Letter  of 
William  Leary,  Town-Major,  setting  forth  his  great  share 
of  hard  duty  and  his  small  means  to  support  himself  and 
his  family  without  pay. 

Thereupon,  a  motion  was  made  and  seconded,  that  Wil- 
liam Leary,  Town-Major,  be  allowed  the  pay  of  a  Captain 
on  the  present  Continental  establishment,  from  the  8th  day 
of  December  last  to  the  8th  day  of  April  next,  one  of  these 
days  included. 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the 
affijrmative  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 

for  Ihe  Jljirmative. 
4  New-York.  3  Westchester. 

3  Albany.  2  King's. 

2  Cumberland.  2  Tryon. 

2  Suffolk.  2  Ulster. 

2  Richmond.  ~ 

2  Charlotte.  25  votes. 
2  Dutcheiis. 
Orange  divided. 


Therefore,  Resolved,  That  M'iUiam  Leary,  Town-Major, 
be  allowed  the  pay  of  a  Captain  on  the  present  Continental 
establishment,  from  the  8th  day  of  December  last,  to  the  8lh 
day  of  April  next,  one  of  those  days  included. 

Oliver  Templeton,  of  the  City  of  New- York,  Merchant, 
at  the  door,  was  admitted.  He  informed  this  Congress  that 
a  Ship,  laded  under  his  direction  by  order  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  bound  for  Ireland,  is  ready  to  put  to  sea. 
That  as  die  said  Ship,  or  the  greater  part  of  her,  is  owned 
in  Britain,  and  the  lading  consigned  for  the  payment  of 
British  debts,  as  appears  by  the  papers  relative  thereto,  he 
is  in  hopes  to  prevail  on  Captain  Barker  to  permit  the  said 
Ship  to  pass  him  and  go  to  sea,  and  therefore  requests  per- 
mission to  go  on  board  of  Captain  Parker's  Ship  for  tliat 

purpose. 

The  said  Oliver  Tempfe<on  having  in  Congress  taken  tlie 
oath  usually  administered  to  pei-sons  going  on  board  of  Ships- 
of-War  in  this  harbour,  a  permit  was  given  to  him  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Oliver  Templeton  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, permitted  to  go  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  PAe;iir,  with 
the  Port-Master,  and  to  return,  he  having  been  swoni  that 
he  will  convey  no  intelligence  relative  to  the  Fortifications 
erecting  in  or  near  tliis  City. 


Die  Veneris,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  March  15, 1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.    Sands,   Mr.  Randall,   Mr.    Van 

Corilandt,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Captain  Rutgers,  Colonel  Mc- 

Dougall,MT.  Evert Bancker,  Colonel  Lett. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  WoodhuU,  Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Gel- 

sion. 
For  Dutchess. — Col.  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  M.  Graham, 

Major  il.  G.  Livingston. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemns. 
For  Ulster. — ^Mr,  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Charlotte. — Colonel  John  Williams.^ 
Tor  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Thyon.— Mr.  Moore. 

The  Congress  were  informed  that  Mr.  Jacob  Le  Roy 
says  Dr.  William  Farquhar  told  him  he  might  depend  on  it 
that  the  Ministry  would  exert  their  utmost  force  against  the 
Colonies,  and  that  sixty  thousand  foreign  Troops  wei:e 
coming  over.  „        r     i 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pettit,  the  Doorkeeper,  call  on  Jacob 
Le  Roy,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  William  Farquhar,  and  request 
them  respectively  to  attend  at  the  Congress  Chamber,  in  the 
City-Hall,  immediately. 

Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  attending,  was  admitted.  He 
produced  a  draft  of  a  Contract  for  victualling  the  Troops  to 
be  employed  in  this  Colony,  which  was  read.  Mr.  Living- 
ston then  requested  to  know  what  sum  of  money  this  Con- 
gress would  advance  him  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  con- 
tract, and  what  sum  per  month  they  w  ill  agree  to  pay  him ; 
and  Mr.  Livingston  withdrew. 

Debates  arose  on  the  said  request.  The  sums  proposed 
were  five  thousand  Pounds,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Livingston  shall 
have  f^iven  security  to  perform  his  contract,  and  five  thou- 
sand Pounds  per  month,  if  the  supplying  of  the  Troops 
shall  require  that  sum.  •      •      .       r 

The  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  m  the  af- 
firmative. Captain  Rutgers  only  dissenting  fix)m  the  vote  of 

his  County. 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  this  Congress  will  advance  to 
Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  five  thousand  Pounds,  as  soon  as 
he  shall  have  given  security  to  perfonn  his  contract,  and  pay 
him  five  thousand  Pounds  per  month,  if  the  supply  of  the 
Army  stationed  in  the  Colony  of  jV'ew'-rarit  shall  amount  to 
that  sum,  or  require  it.  ,,     ^  , 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roosevelt  and  Mr.  Gansevoort  be  a 
Committee  to  examine  the  said  draft  of  the  Contract,  and 
report  thereon  this  afternoon. 


385 


NEW-YORK  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  MARCH,  1776. 


386 


Mr.  Jacob  Le  Roy  attending,  was  admitted.  Jacob  Le 
Roy,  Esq.,  says,  that  Dr.  William  Farquhar  told  him  he 
might  depend  on  it  the  Ministry  would  do  what  they  could 
by  force ;  that  there  were  sixty  thousand  foreign  Ti-oops 
coming  over,  among  which  were  twenty  thousand  Russians ; 
that  on  his  asking  Dr.  Farquhar  how  he  knew  that,  he  an- 
swered Mr.  Temple  had  said  so ;  that  he  (Mr.  Lc  Roy) 
then  offered  that  he  would  lay  a  beaver  hat  with  Mr.  Tem- 
ple that  it  was  not  true ;  that  Dr.  Farquhar  offered  to  lay 
him  a  beaver  hat  of  the  truth  of  it ;  that  he  (this  examinant) 
refused  to  take  the  advantage  of  him,  but  said  he  was  ready 
to  lay  the  wager  with  Mr.  Temple ;  that  he  (this  examinant) 
then  told  Mr.  Farquhar  that  he  should  make  use  of  the  in- 
telligence he  had  given  him,  and  that  he  must  give  him  leave 
to  call  on  him  as  the  author. 

Dr.  William  Farquhar  attending,  was  admitted.  Dr. 
WiUiam  Farquhar  says  that  he  heard  some  countrymen, 
at  the  Ferry,  say  that  Mr.  Temple  had  said  that  thirty  thou- 
sand foreign  Troops  were  coming  over  here.  Having  heard 
Mr.  Le  Roy's  examination  read,  says  that  he  did  not  infonn 
him  of  sixty  thousand,  but  of  thirty  thousand;  that  he  told  Mr. 
Le  Roy  that  he  wondered  at  the  different  reports — that  Mr. 
Temple  should  have  told  some  that  no  Troops  were  coming 
over,  and  has  told  others  that  large  numbers  were  conring 
over  ;  that  he  does  not  know  the  persons  of  whom  he  heard 
the  report  at  the  FeiTy. 

A  Permit  was  given  to  Robert  Murray  and  Ichabod  B. 
Barnet,  after  being  sworn,  in  the  words  following : 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Murray  and  Ichabod  B.  Barnet 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  permitted  to  go  on  board  his  Ma- 
jesty's Ship  Phenix  and  Govemour  Tryon's  Ship,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Port-Master,  and  he  return ;  they  having 
been  sworn  that  they  will  give  no  intelligence  relative  to  the 
Fortifications  erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of 
Neu)-York  assist  Mr.  Garret  Roorback,  the  Barrackmaster, 
to  provide  Quarters,  without  delay,  for  the  following  Troops, 
expected  soon  to  arrive  in  this  City,  to  wit :  For  six  Compa- 
nies of  Pennsylvania  Regulars  ;  for  eight  Companies  of  Jer- 
sey Regulars ;  for  one  thousand  Jersey  Militia ;  and  for  at 
least  three  hundred  Militia  from  different  Counties  in  this 
Colony ;  and  that  the  Troops  of  the  respective  corps  be 
placed  as  near  each  other  as  possible. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Suffolk  County  was 
read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Suffolk  County,  March  i,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  In  pursuance  to  your  recommendation, 
the  Committee  of  this  County  have  ordered  that  no  wheat 
or  flour  that  shall  be  made  after  this  date,  nor  any  barrel 
pork  or  beef,  be  exported  from  this  County  until  the  1st  day 
of  April  next,  unless  the  Provincial  Congress  or  this  Com- 
mittee shall  otherwise  order.  As  this  County  stands  in  need 
of  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  defray  their  past  ex- 
penses and  to  pay  their  Deputies  for  their  attendance  on 
Congress  for  the  present  year,  we  beg  the  favour  of  a  loan 
of  five  hundred  pounds ;  which  this  County  will  repay  as 
soon  as  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  collect  the  same ;  and 
desire  the  Deputies  from  this  County  may  receive  the  mo- 
ney, they  having  our  order  for  that  purpose. 

"  We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  humble  ser- 
vants.    By  order:  "William  Smith,   CAajVman. 
"  To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  in  New-York." 

On  reading  the  said  Letter,  the  Congress  agreed  to  lend 
or  advance  to  the  Deputies  of  Suffolk  County,  on  their 
bond,  or  the  bond  of  those  present,  four  hundred  and  sixty 
Pounds. 

Whereupon,  the  said  entry  of  that  matter,  and  order 
thereon,  was  read,  and  agreed  to,  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  15,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  having,  by 
letter  dated  the  1st  instant,  requested  the  loan  of  a  sum  of 
money,  which  they  therein  say  their  County  will  repay  as 
soon  as  it  is  in  their  power  to  collect  the  same ;  and  whereas 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  by  their  resolution  of 
the  13th  day  of  March,  instant,  resolved  to  advance  on  loan, 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Congress  to  each  County  Commit- 
tee, a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  the  sum  for  that  purpose 


therein  mentioned,  and,  amongst  others,  to  the  Committee  of 
Suffolk  County  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  Pounds, 
payable  to  the  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee,  or  his 
order;  and  whereas  the  Deputies  of  the  said  County  of 
Suffolk,  for  want  of  such  order,  have  requested  that  the 
said  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  Pounds  may  be  advanced 
to  them  on  the  bond  of  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  John  Sloss 
Hobart,  and  David  Gelston,  Esquires,  to  Peter  Van  Brugh 
Livingston,  Esquire,  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  until  such 
certificate  from  the  County  Committee  shall  be  produced  to 
entitle  them  to  have  the  said  bond  returned,  to  which  re- 
quest this  Provincial  Congress  unanimously  agrees,  and  the 
said  bond  is  executed  accordingly : 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  the  said  Na- 
thaniel Woodhull,  John  Sloss  Hobart,  and  David  Gelston, 
or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
sixty  Pounds,  and  take  a  receipt  of  the  pay  for  the  same ; 
and  that  he  receive  the  Bond  before-mentioned  for  that  mo- 
ney, and  retain  the  same  until  such  Certificate  as  aforesaid 
from  the  said  County  Committee  shall  be  delivered  to  him 
in  lieu  thereof,  or  until  the  further  order  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  or  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  15,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-Yokk. — Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr. 

Evert  Bancker,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Hal- 

ktt. 
For  Albany. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  Nicoll,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelston. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Major  R.  G. 

Livingston,  Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  L^ever,  Colonel  Palmer, 

(on  service.) 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Hay,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Colonel  Hay,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
Thomas  Vernon,  delivered  in  their  Report,  and  the  Exami- 
nation of  the  said  Thomas  Vernon,  which  was  read  and 
filed. 

It  thereby  appears  that  the  said  Thomas  Vernon  is  a 
worthless  fellow,  of  no  consequence.  That  no  dependance 
is  to  be  put  on  his  information.  As  to  Craig,  the  said  Com- 
mittee gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be  separa- 
ted from  Vernon,  and  not  confined  in  the  same  place  with 
him. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  and  read  the  Constitution 
and  powers  for  a  Committee  of  Safety  during  their  recess. 
The  whole  were  read,  sundry  amendments  made  thereto, 
and,  the  same  being  finally  determined,  resolved  on,  and 
agreed  to,  are  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony, 
appointed  by  this  Congress  on  the  16th  da.y  o[  December 
last,  be,  and  is  hereby,  entirely  dissolved  ;  and  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  for  this  Colony  shall,  notwithstanding  any 
former  order  or  resolve,  be  fonned,  and  is  hereby  formed,  in 
the  manner  and  with  the  powers  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  and 
that  a  quorum  thereof  shall  consist  of  seven  Counties  re- 
presented in  Committee. 

That  any  three  or  more  of  the  Members  for  the  City 
and  County  of  New-York  be  a  quorum,  to  represent  that 
City  and  County  in  the  said  Committee  of  Safety. 

That  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Robert  Yates,  and  Jacob 
Cuykr,  for  the  City  and  County  of  Albany ;  Dirck  K 
Wynkoop,  Esquire,  Samuel  Brewster,  and  Henry  Wisner, 
Jun.,  for  the  County  of  Ulster;  Morris  Graham,  Jacob 
Everson,  or  any  other  Member  for  the  County  of  Dutchess ; 
Colonel  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake, 
and  Mr.  Paulding,  for  die  County  of  Westchester ;  Jere- 
miah Clarke  and"  Tennis  Cooper,  for  the  County  of  Or- 
an<rc ;  Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Leffertse,  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  and 
Mr.  Covenhoven,  for  King's  County ;  Thomas  TreadweU, 
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or  any  other  Member,  for  the  County  of  Suffolk ;  Colonel 
John  Williams,  or  'S\t.  Alexander  Camphell,  for  the  County 
of  Charlotte  ;  Mr.  Moore,  or  Mr.  Wills,  for  the  County  of 
Tnjon  ;  Mr.  Adrian  Barxkcr,  or  Mr.  Richard  Lawrence,  for 
the  County  of  Richmond ;  and  Colonel  William  Williams  for 
Cumberland  County  ;  with  any  tiirce  or  more  Members  for 
the  City  ant!  County  of  New-  York,  to  be  the  Committee 
of  Safety  lor  this  Colony,  to  have  duration  until  the  second 
Tuesday  in  May  next. 

That  each  of  the  Counties,  except  New-York,  be  effec- 
tually represented  by  one  Member. 

That  every  vote,  order,  or  resolve,  in  the  said  Commit- 
tee be  by  Counties,  and  not  by  Poll ;  and  that  in  estimating 
every  vote,  order,  or  resolve,  the  respecti\e  voices  be  as 
follows,  to  wit :  Tile  City  and  County  of  New-  York,  four ; 
the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  three ;  and  every  other 
County,  two. 

That  every  Member  of  this  Congress  who  attends  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  may  sit  in  said  Committee,  and  join 
in  the  vote  of  the  County  to  which  he  belongs. 

That  in  case  any  of  the  before-named  persons  should, 
through  sickness  or  otherwise,  be  unable  to  attend  the  said 
Committee,  the  Deputies  of  the  County  where  such  person 
or  persons  so  unable  to  attend  resides,  shall  appoint  and  im- 
mediately send  one  other  of  their  Members  to  supply  such 
deficiency. 

That  the  said  Committee  of  Safety  be  fully  vested  with 
the  following  powers  and  authorities,  and  under  the  follow- 
ing Regulations,  to  wit : 

1st.  A  power  to  grant  all  Commissions  in  the  Militia  of  this 
Colony,  subject  to  the  regulations  thereof  as  established  by 
the  Provincial  Congress  ;  and  the  said  Committee  have  the 
same  powers  as  to  the  nomination  and  election  of  officers, 
and  the  granting  and  refusing  of  Commissions  to  officers  of 
every  rank,  as  this  Provincial  Congress  while  sitting. 

2d.  A  power,  during  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  in  case 
of  any  alarm,  insurrection,  or  invasion,  or  for  any  matter  or 
thing,  for  the  executing  whereof  military  force  shall  or  may 
be  necessary,  to  order  and  direct  the  Militia  of  the  Colony, 
or  any  part  thereof;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  control  of 
this  and  the  Continental  Congress. 

3d.  The  like  power,  during  such  recess,  from  time  to  time, 
in  such  cases  as  are  last  mentioned,  to  order  and  direct  any 
of  the  Continental  forces  that  shall  be  within  this  Colony, 
and  be  by  any  order  or  appointment  of  the  Continental 
Concrress,  under  the  direction  of  this  Congress;  subject, 
nevertheless,  to  such  control  as  aforementioned. 

4th.  A  power,  by  drafts  on  the  Treasurer,  to  apply  all 
such  moneys  as  shall  be  appropriated  to  uses,  but  not  ac- 
tually applied  by  this  Congress. 

5th.  A  power,  by  like  drafts,  to  appropriate  and  apply 
any  such  moneys  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  by  them 
judged  necessary  for  contingent  services  ;  provided  the  same 
do  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  five  thousand  Pounds. 

6th.  A  power  to  execute,  or  cause  to  be  executed,  orders, 
resolves,  and  recommendations,  as  well  of  the  Continental 
as  of  this  Congress. 

7th.  A  power  for  the  care,  direction,  and  disposition  of 
the  magazines,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and  other  military 
stores  and  implements  belonging  to  this  Colony,  or  which 
shall  be  committed  by  the  Continental  Congress  to  the  care 
and  direction  of  this  Congress. 

8th.  A  power,  in  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  same,  when  and  where,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Committee,  any  emergency  shall  require  it. 

9th.  A  power  to  enjoin  secrecy  on  their  Members,  and 
others  undpr  their  direction,  as  to  all  matters  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  trust,  wherein  they  shall  judge  it  necessary. 

10th.  A  power,  during  the  recess  of  this  Congress,  to  open 
and  answer  all  letters  directed  to  this  Congress,  or  the  Pre- 
sident thereof. 

lltli.  A  power  to  comply,  as  far  and  as  often  as  they 
shall  think  proper,  with  any  requisition  by  the  Generals  of 
the  Continental  forces,  or  any  or  either  of  them. 

12th.  A  power  to  take  up  and  examine  persons  suspect- 
ed to  have  broken  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  or  this 
Congress,  or  to  have  in  any  otherwise  acted  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  their  country  ;  and,  according  to  the  discretion  of 
the  said  Committee  of  Safety,  to  discharge  such  persons,  or 
to  send  them  to  the  General  Committee  of  the  County  to 
vwhom  it  may  belong  to  determine  the  matter. 


1.3th.  A  power  to  carry  into  execution  a  settlement  of 
accounts  with  the  Continental  Congress ;  which  this  Con- 
gress n.'commends  to  their  Committee  of  Safety  to  be  done 
with  all  possible  despatch. 

14th.  A  power  to  appoint  signers  for  the  emission  of  the 
paper  currency  lately  resolved  to  be  issued,  and  to  insert  their 
names  in  the  plan  agreed  to  and  resolved  on  by  this  Con- 
gress for  that  purpose. 

15th.  A  discretionary  power  to  purchase  arms  and  am- 
munition, and  apply  the  same  to  the  publick  service. 

16th.  A  power,  in  case  of  a  deficiency  of  the  Provincial 
Treasury,  to  answer  the  appropriations  and  applications  by 
this  Congress  entrasted  to  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety ;  to  sup- 
ply such  deficiency  as  often  as  it  may  happen,  by  a  vote  of 
credit,  to  be  made  good  by  pro\Tsion  hereafter  to  be  made  by 
this  Congress. 

17th.  A  power  to  answer  and  determine  all  questions  that 
may  be  inquired  of,  or  put  to  them,  by  the  Committee  for 
Accounts,  and  that  may  arise  in  their  Department. 

18th.  A  power  to  purchase,  secure,  and  lodge  at  the 
publick  expense,  in  such  places  of  safety  as  they  may  think 
proper,  as  much  pitch,  tar,  and  turpentine,  as  the  said  Com- 
mittee may  tiiink  necessary  for  the  publick  use  and  publick 
safety. 

1 9th.  A  power  to  provide  for  the  removal  of,  and  to  remove 
the  poor  that  are  or  may  be  in  the  Aims-House,  at  the  City 
of  New-  York,  and  to  place  them  in  such  place,  or  places  of 
safety,  as  the  said  Committee  of  Safety  may  think  proper. 

20th.  A  power  to  remove  the  Records  of  the  Colony  of 
New- York,  and  the  Records  of  the  City  and  County  of  Aew- 
York,  and  the  Treasury  of  this  Congress,  and  the  Treasury 
of  the  said  Colony  in  the  hands  of  Abraham  Lott,  Esq., 
or  any,  or  either  of  them,  to  such  place  or  places  of  safety, 
and  under  such  guards  and  directions,  as  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  shall  seem  necessary. 

21st.  A  power  to  restore  any  person  or  persons  who  may 
have  been  held  up  as  inimical  to  his  country,  and  who  shall 
have  made  proper  concessions,  and  signed  or  subscribed  the 
General  Association,  and  given  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
such  assurances  of  his,  or  their,  future  good  conduct,  and  wil- 
lingness and  determination  to  confonn,  and  in  all  things  be 
obedient  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  as  shall  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  said  Committee  of  Safety. 

22d.  A  power  to  advance  to  Abraham  Livingston,  con- 
tractor for  the  maintenance  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  this 
Colony,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  Pounds,  as  soon  as  he  shall 
have  given  sufficient  security  for  that  sum,  or  for  fulfilling 
such  contract ;  and  further,  to  advance  to  the  said  contractor 
any  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
Pounds,  at  the  expiration  of  every  month,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  such  contract,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  the  supply  of  the  Army  in  the  Colony 
shall  require  it. 

23d.  A  power  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  from  time  to 
time,  to  make  such  dispositions  and  distributions  of  any  quan- 
tity, or  quantities  of  gunpowder,  or  other  Colony  stores,  of 
arms  or  ammunition,  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  Colony. 

24th.  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  keep  exact  Journals 
of  their  proceedings,  subject  to  the  inspection  of  this,  or  a 
future  Provincial  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  Commissary  of  Co- 
lony Stores,  be  directed,  and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  weigh 
the  Powder  lately  purchased  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Low,  so  as  to 
know  exactly  the  quantity  thereof;  and  to  examine,  or  cause 
to  be  examined,  with  great  care,  the  quality  thereof;  and  to 
report  the  quantity  and  quality  thereof  paiticulariy  to  this 
Congress,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety,  witli  all  possible 
speed. 

Die  Sabbati,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  March  16,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Van  Cortlundt, 

Mr.  Hallett,  Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Smith, 

Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Lott. 
For  Alb  an  v. — General  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Abraham  Yates, 

Mr.  Gansevoort,  Colonel  NicoU,  (on  service.) 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Gelsion,  Mr.  Ho- 
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For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Peter  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Mor- 
ris Graham,  Major  R.  G.  Livingston. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Lefever,  Colonel  Palmer, 
(on  service.) 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Colonel  Hay,  (absent  on 
service.) 

For  RicHxMond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  Thyon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus, 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  John  Berrien,  dated  the  15th  instant, 
was  read.  He  has  therein  stated  an  account  of  Moneys  by 
hira  advanced  to  Bernard  Romans,  while  employed  as  an 
Engineer  in  this  Colony,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  seven- 
teen Pounds  seven  Shillings  and  seven  Pence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  remain  with  the  Secreta- 
ries, and  that  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  Auditors  of 
Accounts,  on  a  settlement  with  Bernard  Romans,  deduct 
those  Moneys,  or  so  much  thereof  as  they  shall  find  him 
chargeable  with,  out  of  his  pay. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  relating  to  Cap- 
tain Wynkoop,  and  the  command  of  the  Vessels  on  the 
Lakes,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

"Albany,  March  8,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  honoured  with  yours  of  the  4th  instant.  The 
Continental  Congress  have  resolved  that  Captain  Wynkoop 
should  be  employed  upon  the  lakes  under  Commodore 
Douglass.  Whether  the  latter  gentleman  means  to  engage 
in  that  service,  I  do  not  know.  Of  this,  Congress  can  very 
speedily  inform  itself,  as  he  resides  near  New- York.  Should 
he  not  engage,  there  is  no  person  I  would  more  willingly  have 
to  command  the  vessels  than  Captain  Wynkoop ;  at  any  rate 
I  wish  you  to  send  him  up  the  soonest  possible,  with  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  sailors  for  the  two  schooners  and  sloop. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  and  very  humble  servant, 

"  Philip  Schuyler. 
"  To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  &;c." 

Thereupon,  a  Message  was  sent  to  Mr.  Wynkoop,  who 
attended. 

A  copy  of  the  said  Letter  was  delivered  to  him.  He 
was  requested  to  go  to  Major  Douglass  with  a  copy  of  the 
said  Letter,  and  show  it  to  him,  and  request  to  know  of  him 
whether  he  will  accept  of  that  command ;  and  that  Cap- 
tain Wynkoop  give  an  answer  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
whether  he  will  proceed  to  the  Lakes,  in  the  station  assigned 
him. 

The  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Suffolk  County,  dated 
the  1st  day  of  March,  instant,  and  inserted  in  the  Minutes 
of  yesterday,  was  again  read.  The  Congress  took  into  con- 
sideration that  part  of  it  relating  to  the  Embargo  laid  by  the 
County  Committee  on  the  Provisions  in  that  County. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  it  be  entirely  submitted  to 
the  care,  wisdom,  and  discretion,  of  the  Committee  of  Suf- 
folk County  to  continue  the  said  Embargo  after  the  1st  day 
of  April  next,  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  think  proper  and 
best  for  the  inhabitants  of  that  County  in  particular,  and  of 
the  Continental  service  in  general,  as  occasion  and  circum- 
stances may  then  point  out  or  require. 

N.  B.  A  list  of  the  names  of  the  men  inlisted  in  Captain 
Horton's  Company,  is  filed  this  day. 

The  Congress  was  informed  by  Mr.  Paulding,  one  of  the 
Members,  that  Captain  Jonathan  Horton  has  recruited  a 
great  part  of  his  Company,  and  is  in  necessity  for  a  sum  of 
Money  to  pay  the  Wages  due  to  his  men. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Captain  Jonathan 
Horton  the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  in  part  of  the  pay  of  his 
Company;  that  Captain  Horton  be  accountable  for  that 
sum  in  part  of  the  pay  of  his  Company,  and  give  a  receipt 
for  the  Money  to  the  said  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Hohart  moved  that  a  Captain-Lieutenant,  and  other 
Lieutenants,  be  appointed  to  serve  in  the  Company  of  Ar- 
tillery whereof  John  GreneU  is  appointed  Captain. 

The  Congress,  thereupon.  Resolved  and  Agreed,  That 
the  undernamed  gentlemen  be  appointed  Officers  in  that 
Company,  viz :  Joseph  Crane,  Captain-Lieutenant,  (on  his 
producing  a  certificate  that  he  has  been  examined  and  is  duly 
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qualified  ;)  George  Fleming,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Gre- 
neU, Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Reed,  Jun.,  Third 
Lieutenant,  or  Lieutenant  Fire-Worker. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  that  part  of 
tlic  Report  of  their  Committee,  on  the  8th  o{ March,  which 
contained  Lord  Stirling's  answer,  as  to  the  case  of  Sainuel 
Gale  And  taking  the  case  of  the  said  Samuel  Gale  into 
consideration. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  he  outdit 
to  be  forthwith  discharged  fi-om  his  confinement,  he  liavmg 
been  taken,  carried  away,  and  imprisoned,  without  any  hear- 
ing, trial,  or  adjudication  whatever. 

And  Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  Chaimian 
of  the  Committee  of  Fairfield  County,  in  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  requesting  the  immediate  discharge  of  the  said 
Samuel  Gale.  ° 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Fairfield  County,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
will  show  you  their  opinion  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Gale.  I 
have  it  in  charge  from  the  Provincial  Congress  to  request 
your  order  that  he  may  be  immediately  discharged  from 
confinement. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Fairfield  County. 

Ordered,  That  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Isaac  Roosevelt, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Morris  Graham,  and  William  Paul- 
ding, Esquires,  Members  of  this  Provincial  Congress,  do 
execute  the  Contract  agreed  to  with  Mr.  Abraham  Living- 
ston, for  supplying  all  the  Continental  Troops,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  this  Colony,  with  the  Rations  allowed  by  Congress 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolutions  and  recommendations  of  the 
Continental  Congress  on  that  subject,  made  and  passed  on 
the  —  day  of  February  last  past ;  a  certified  copy  whereof  is 
filed  amongst  the  Minutes  and  Proceedings  of  this  Congress, 
on  the  22d  day  of  February  aforesaid. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  Manufactures 
ought  to  be  encouraged  in  this  Colony,  delivered  in  their 
Report,  which  was  read ;  and,  being  again  read,  paragraph 
by  paragraph,  and  amended,  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  security  of  this  Colony  to 
establish  manufactures  of  Gunpowder  in  the  same ;  and  this 
Congress  having  resolved  to  lend  money  for  the  encourage- 
ment thereof,  and  it  being  judged  expedient  to  add  some 
further  encouragement  to  those  who  shall  erect  Powder- 
Mills  in  this  Colony : 

Resolved,  That  any  pei-son  who  shall,  on  or  before  the  20di 
day  of  May  next,  erect  a  Powder-Mill  in  this  Colony,  (ex- 
cept in  the  Counties  of  New-  York,  Richmond,  King's,  and 
(Queen's,)  capable  of  manufacturing  one  thousand  pounds  of 
good  merchantable  Gunpowder  per  week,  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  of  the  Treasurer  of  this  Congress  tlie  sum  of  one 
hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  person  who  shall,  on  or  before  tlie 
10th  day  of  June  next,  erect  the  second  Powder-Mill  in 
this  Colony,  (except  as  before  excepted,)  capable  of  manu- 
facturing one  thousand  pounds  of  good  merchantable  Gun- 
powder per  week,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Congress  the  sum  of  seventy-five  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  pereon  who  shall,  on  or  before  the  1st 
day  of  July  next,  erect  the  third  Powder-Mill  in  tliis  Colo- 
ny, (except  as  before  excepted,)  capable  of  manufacturing 
one  thousand  pounds  of  good  and  merchantable  Gunpowder 
per  week,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  of  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Congress  the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds. 

Provided,  That  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
any  of  the  premiums  aforesaid,  unless  he  shall  fii-st  prove  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  in  which 
such  Powder-Mill  shall  be  erected,  by  his  oath,  or  the  oath 
of  die  principal  manufacturer  and  three  of  the  most  reputa- 
ble freeholders  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Powder-Mill, 
that  die  same  was  completed  within  any  of  the  periods 
aforesaid  ;  and  also  have  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
said  Committee,  by  the  oath  of  the  proprietor  and  of  the 
principal  manufacturer,  that  the  quantity  of  one  thousand 
pounds  weight  of  good  and  merchantable  Gunpowder  was 
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manufactured  at  the  same  Mill  in  one  week,  or  seven  days 
successively  ;  and  shall  produce  to  the  Congress  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  for  the  time  being,  certi- 
ficates from  tlie  said  Committee  of  their  having  proved  the 


same. 


Whereas  it  is  also  necessary  to  encourage  the  setting  on 
foot  manufactures  of  Fire-Arms  within  this  Colony : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  lend  for  two  years, 
without  interest,  from  the  date  liercof,  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred Pounds  to  any  inhabitant  of  tliis  Colony  who  shall 
enter  into  good  and  sufficient  security  to  Peter  Van  Brugh 
Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  or  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress  for  the  time  being,  ibr  the  re- 
payment of  the  same  ;  and  that  he  will,  without  delay,  esta- 
blish a  manufactory  of  Gun-locks  in  some  County  within  this 
Colony,  to  the  northw  ard  of  the  City  and  County  of  New- 
York  :  and  in  default  thereof,  to  be  subject  to  re])ay  the 
principal,  with  seven  per  cent,  per  annum  interest  for  the 
sum  boiTowed,  and  the  further  penalty  of  thirty  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  who  shall 
at  one  or  more  periods,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  August 
next,  produce  for  sale  to  the  Congress,  or  tlie  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  good  and  sufficient  double-bridled  Gun-locks,  (not 
less  dian  five  hundred,)  manufactured  in  this  Colony  at  one 
manufactory,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  premium  of  four  Shil- 
lings for  every  good  and  sufficient  Gun-lock  as  aforesaid,  so 
offered  for  sale. 

Resolved,  That  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  who  shall 
manufacture,  within  the  time  before-mentioned,  the  second 
greatest  number  of  Gun-locks  as  aforesaid,  (not  less  than 
three  hundred,)  and  offer  them  for  sale  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  premium  of  three  Shillings  for  each. 

Resolved,  That  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  who  shall 
manufacture,  within  the  time  before-mentioned,  the  third 
greatest  number  of  Gun-locks  as  aforesaid,  (not  less  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty,)  and  offer  them  for  sale  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  premium  of  two  Shillings  for  each. 

Provided,  That  no  ])erson  shall  be  entitied  to  receive 
any  of  the  above  premiums  for  the  manufacturing  of  Gun- 
locks,  unless  he  shall  first  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee  of  the  County  where  the  same  shall  have  been 
manufactured,  by  the  oath  of  the  proprietor  and  the  foreman 
of  the  work,  that  the  same  were  bona  fide  manufactured 
within  this  Colony ;  and  produce  a  certificate  thereof,  to- 
gether with  the  aforesaid  depositions,  to  the  Congress  or  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being. 

Resolved,  That  diis  Congress  will  lend  for  two  years,- 
without  interest,  from  the  date  hereof,  the  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred Pounds,  to  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  who  shall 
enter  into  good  and  sufficient  security  to  Peter  Van  Brugh 
Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  or  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  the  time 
being,  for  the  repayment  of  the  same ;  and  that  he  will, 
without  delay,  erect  works  for  the  making  and  boring  of 
Musket-barrels,  of  three-fourths  of  an  inch  bore,  (capable  of 
boring  by  water  five  Barrels  at  a  time,)  in  some  County 
to  the  northward  of  the  City  and  County  o(  New-York ; 
and  in  default  thereof,  to  be  subject  to  repay  the  principal, 
with  seven  per  cent,  per  annum  interest  for  the  sum  bor- 
rowed, and  the  further  penalty  of  sixty  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  who  shall, 
at  one  or  more  periods,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  August 
next,  produce  for  sale  to  the  Congress,  or  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  good  and  sufficient  Musket-barrels,  each  of  three  feet 
and  a  half  in  length,  and  of  three-fourths  of  an  inch  bore, 
well  fortified  at  the  breech,  (not  less  than  five  hundred,) 
with  an  equal  number  of  good  Bayonets,  each  of  the  length 
of  one  foot  nine  inches  from  the  shoulder,  manufactured  in 
this  Colony  at  one  manufactory,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre- 
mium of  eight  Shillings  for  every  good  and  sufficient  Mus- 
ket-ban'el  and  Bayonet  as  aforesaid,  so  offered  for  sale. 

Resolved,  That  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  who  shall 
manufacture,  as  aforesaid,  the  second  greatest  number  of 
Musket-barrels  and  Bayonets  as  aforesaid,  (not  less  than 
three  hundred,)  and  offer  them  for  sale  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  premium  of  six  Shillings  for  a  Barrel  and 
Bayonet. 

Resolved,  That  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  who  shall 
manufacture,  as  aforesaid,  the  tliird  greatest  number  of  Mus- 


ket-barrels and  Bayonets  as  aforesaid,  (not  less  than  two 
hundred  and  fifty,)  and  offer  them  for  sale  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  premium  of  four  Shillings  for  a  Barrel  and 
Bayonet. 

Provided,  That  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
any  of  the  above  premiums  for  the  manufacturing  of  Mus- 
ket-barrels and  Bayonets,  unless  he  shall  first  prove,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  where  the  same 
shall  have  been  manufactured,  by  the  oath  of  the  proprietor 
and  the  foreman  of  the  work,  that  the  same  were  bona  fide 
manufactured  within  this  Colony ;  and  produce  a  certificate 
thereof,  together  widi  the  aforesaid  depositions,  to  the  Con- 
gress or  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony  for  the  time 
being. 

Resolved,  That  neither  of  the  said  premiums  for  the  erect- 
ing of  Powder-Mills,  making  of  Gun-locks,  or  Musket-bar- 
rels and  Bayonets,  is  intended  to  be  given  to  the  proprietor 
of  any  Powder-Mills  already  erected,  or  to  any  jjerson  with 
whon)  tlie  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony 
have  already  contracted,  or  to  any  person  in  their  behalf, 
for  the  making  of  Gun-locks,  or  Musket-barrels  and  Bayo- 
nets. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  contract  for  any  num- 
ber not  exceeding  five  thousand  stand  of  Arms,  to  be  manu- 
factured in  this  Colony,  on  account  of  and  for  the  defence 
of  the  Colony. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress  have  directed  that  the 
Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  the  Committees  or  Councils  of 
Safety  of  the  respective  United  Colonies,  do  cause  works 
to  be  erected  in  each  of  them,  at  their  respective  expense, 
for  the  manufacturing  of  Saltpetre : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be,  and  are  here- 
by, authorized  to  contract  and  agree  with  proper  persons  to 
erect  works  for  the  manufacturing  of  Saltpetre  in  the  several 
Counties  of  New-  York,  Albany,  Ulster,  Orange,  Dutchess, 
Westchester,  and  Suffolk. 

Whereas  the  Ministry  of  Great  Britain  are  not  only  de- 
priving us  of  the  means  of  defence,  but  have  arbitrarily 
ordered,  in  a  piratical  manner,  their  Ships-of-War  to  ruin  our 
commerce,  and  deprive  us  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  which 
rendei-s  it  the  incumbent  duty  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  of  this  Colony  to  provide  for  the  comfortable  subsist- 
ence of  their  constituents : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  lend  to  any  person,  for 
the  tenn  of  two  years  from  the  date  hereof,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding two  hundred  Pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
works,  without  delay,  for  the  making  of  Salt  out  of  sea- 
water,  in  this  Colony,  upon  his  giving  to  Peter  Van  Brugh 
Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  or  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress  for  the  time  being,  good  and 
sufficient  security  for  the  repayment  of  the  same ;  and  in 
default  of  erecting  such  works,  to  be  subject  to  the  repay- 
ment of  the  principal,  and  of  seven  per  cent,  interest  on 
the  sum  so  borrowed,  and  the  further  penalty  of  thirty 
Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  shall,  on  or  before  the 
1st  day  of  December  next,  make  the  greatest  quantity  of 
good  merchantable  Salt  in  this  Colony,  (not  less  than  twelve 
hundred  bushels,)  shall  be  entitled  to  one  hundred  Pounds 
premium. 

Resolved,  That  any  person  who  shall,  on  or  before  the 
said  1st  day  of  December,  make  the  second  greatest  quan- 
tity of  Salt,  of  the  quality  aforesaid,  in  this  Colony,  (not  less 
than  nine  hundred  bushels,)  shall  be  entitled  to  seventy-five 
Pounds  premium. 

Resolved,  That  any  pereon  who  shall,  on  or  before  the 
said  1st  day  of  December,  make  the  third  greatest  quantity 
of  Salt,  of  the  quality  aforesaid,  in  this  Colony,  (not  less 
than  six  hundred  bushels,)  shall  be  entided  to  fifty  Pounds 
premium. 

Provided,  That  any  person  who  shall  claim  any  of  the 
above  premiums  for  having  manufactured  Salt  as  aforesaid, 
shall  produce  a  certificate  thereof,  signed  by  three  of  the 
principal  freeholders  of  the  neighbourhood  where  the  said 
works  shall  be  erected,  and  an  affidavit  of  the  pei-son  who 
shall  have  made,  and  of  some  other  person  who  shall  have 
measured  the  said  Salt,  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  any  of  the 
premiums  above-mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  directed  to  collect  dissertations  upon  the  making  of 
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Salt  without  delay,  and  that  they  cause  five  hundred  of  the 
said  dissertations  to  be  printed,  in  order  that  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony  be  informed  of  the  process  used  in  the  making 
of  Salt ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  be  also  directed  to 
publish,  with  the  utmost  despatcli,  two  hundred  copies  of 
these  Resolutions,  and  the  other  Resolutions  of  this  Con- 
gress for  the  encouraging  the  erecting  of  Powder-Mills  with-» 
in  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  have  such  part  of  the 
aforegoing  Resolutions  as  relate  to  the  making  of  Salt  in 
this  Colony,  printed  in  the  publick  Newspapers. 

A  copy  of  two  Resolutions  of  the  Committee  of  Albany, 
on  the  1st  oi March,  certified  by  Matthew  Visscher,  their  Sec- 
rotary,  and  covered  in  a  short  Letter  of  the  said  Secretary, 
by  their  order,  were  read  and  filed. 

By  the  first  of  their  said  Resolutions  they  recommend 
Thomas  Williams,  Jun.,  for  Quartermaster  of  the  Regiment 
raising  for  Continental  service  for  the  Counties  of  Albany, 
Tryon,  and  Charlotte ;  and  by  the  second  they  recommend 
Peter  A.  Fonda  for  Adjutant  of  the  said  Regiment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  from  Albany  County  inform 
their  Committee  that  the  appointments  of  Adjutant  and 
Quartermasters  for  the  Regiments  is  given  to  the  respec- 
tive Colonels.  ' 

The  Congress  were  informed  by  Colonel  Jesse  WoodhuU, 
that,  through  the  unhappy  dissatisfaction  in  the  Company  of 
his  Regiment  whereof  Silas  Pierson  has  been  appointed 
Captain,  the  said  Company  will  be  useless  in  their  present 
state ;  and  he  therefore  requested  the  Congress  to  provide 
some  relief  in  the  premises. 

Ordered,  That  a  set  of  blank  Commissions  for  that  Com- 
pany, signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  one  of 
the  Secretaries,  be  sent  up  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Orange  County ;  that  he  be  requested  to  lay  this 
matter  before  the  Committee  of  the  County  ;  and  that  the 
said  Committee,  if  they  should  think  it  advisable,  order  a 
new  election  for  Officers  of  the  said  Company,  and  fill  up 
the  Commissions  for  the  Officers  who  shall  be  so  elected. 

Thereupon,  a  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Orange  County  was  read  and  approved  of, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Provincial  Congress,  New- York,  March  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  This  Congress  being  informed  that  a  Company  of 
Militia,  commanded  by  Captain  Pierson,  in  Colonel  Jesse 
WoodhuU's  Regiment,  in  your  County,  is  at  present  in  an 
unhappy  situation,  occasioned  from  a  party  arisen  in  the 
election  of  a  Captain,  by  which  means  the  said  Company 
would  be  useless  should  any  emergency  happen  ;  we  have 
therefore  enclosed  a  set  of  blank  commissions,  and  recom- 
mend that  you  lay  this  matter  before  the  Committee  of 
the  County  with  all  convenient  speed;  and,  if  they  should 
think  it  advisable,  to  order  a  new  election,  and  fill  up  the 
commissions  for  the  persons  so  elected. 

We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants. 
By  order. 

To  Elihu  Marvin,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Orange  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  President,  and  transmitted,  together  with  four  blank 
Commissions,  signed  and  attested  in  the  manner  above-men- 
tioned. 

A  Contract  with  Abraham  Livingston,  for  victualling  all 
the  Continental  Troops  in  this  Colony,  was  read  and  ap- 
proved, and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit  : 

Articles  of  Agreement  indented  and  made  this  sixteenth  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  between  Abraham  Livingston, 
of  the  City  o(  New- York,  Merchant,  of  the  one  part,  and 
Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Abraham  Yates, 
Jun.,  Morris  Graham,  and  William  Paulding,  and  the 
survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  on  behalf  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-York,  pursuant  to  a  Re- 
solution of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  seventeenth 
day  of  February  last  past,  of  the  other  part,  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

The  said  Abraham  Livingston  doth  hereby  covenant,  pro- 
mise, and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part,  and  the  survivor  and  survivors  of  them,  that  the  said 


Abraham  Livingston  shall  and  will  furnish  and  supply  such 
troops  as  are  or  shall  be  employed  for  the  defence  of  this 
Colony  in  the  City  and  County  of  New-York,  King's 
County,  and  at  the  fortifications  now  erecting  in  the  High- 
lands, for  the  term  of  six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  with 
good  and  wholesome  provisions,  and  with  soap  and  candies, 
agreeable  to  the  rations  or  quantities  allowed  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  at  ten  pence  half-penny,  New-York  cur- 
rency, per  ration  per  man  ;  each  ration  to  consist  of  tiie  fol- 
lowing kinds  and  quantities  of  provisions,  to  wit :  one  {X)und 
of  beef,  or  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork,  or  one  pound 
of  salt-fish,  per  day ;  one  jwund  of  bread  or  flour  per  day; 
three  pints  of  peas  or  beans  per  week,  or  vegetables  equiva- 
lent, at  one  dollar  per  bushel  for  peas  or  beans ;  one  pint  of 
milk  per  man  per  day,  or  at  the  rate  of  one  seventy -second 
of  a  dollar ;  one  quart  of  spruce  beer  or  cider  per  man  per 
day,  or  nine  gallons  of  molasses  for  a  hundred  men  per 
week ;  half  a  pint  of  rice  or  one  pint  of  Indian  meal  per 
man  per  week ;  three  pounds  of  candles  to  one  hundred 
men  per  week  for  guards ;  and  twenty-four  pounds  of  soft 
or  eight  pounds  of  hard  soap  per  hundred  men  per  week. 
Which  several  articles  he,  the  said  Abraham  Livingston,  is 
to  deliver  at  the  City  and  County  of  iVew-Yorfr,  and  ia 
King's  County,  and  at  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands, 
at  proper  storehouses  to  be  provided  by  the  parties  of  the 
second  part  in  the  City  and  County  of  New- York,  and  in 
King's  County,  and  at  each  of  the  said  fortifications  in  the 
Highlands,  so  as  that  the  said  Abraham  Livingston  may 
not  be  put  to  the  expense  of  more  than  one  cartage  to  each 
of  the  said  storehouses ;  which  rations  he,  the  said  Abra- 
ham Livingston,  doth  covenant  to  deliver  to  the  Quarter- 
master of  the  troops  stationed  or  to  be  stationed  at  each 
of  the  said  places ;  and  in  case  it  shall  be  thought  neces- 
sary for  the  publick  service  to  transport  or  carry  any  of  the 
said  rations  from  the  said  storehouses,  so  to  be  provided  as 
aforesaid,  to  any  other  place  or  places,  it  is  understood  that 
the  charge  and  expense  of  such  second  carriage  or  transporta- 
tion shall  be  paid  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  or  die 
survivor  or  survivors  of  them.  And  the  said  Abraham 
Livingston  doth  further  covenant,  promise,  and  agree  to 
and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  furnish  the 
troops  at  each  of  the  aforesaid  places  with  fire-wood,  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  shillings.  New-  York  currency,  per  cord ; 
and  straw,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  shillings  for  every  hun-.- 
dred  sheafs,  including  cartage,  provided  he,  the  said  Abra- 
ham Livingston,  is  put  to  no  more  than  one  cartage  to 
either  of  the  said  places.  And  the  said  parties  of  the  se- 
cond part,  and  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  do  hereby 
promise  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Abraham  Living- 
ston, that,  if  it  should  so  happen  that  any  such  provi- 
sions, wood,  or  straw,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  should  be 
taken  or  destroyed  any  otherwise  than  by  the  carelessness 
or  negligence  of  the  said  Abraham  Livingston,  or  his 
agent  or  agents,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  loss  that 
shall  or  may  thereupon  accrue  shall  be  sustained  by  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  the  survivor  or  survivors 
of  them. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  these  presents  have, 
hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  hands  and  seals  tlie  day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

Abraham  Livingston,  [l.  s.] 
Nathaniel  Woodhull,  [l.  s.] 
Isaac  Roosevelt,  [l.  s.] 

Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  [l.  s.] 
Morris  Graham,  [l.  s.] 

William  Paulding,         [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  (the  word  Li- 
vingston, in  the  fifth  line,  being  first  interlined :) 

Robert  Benson, 
John  McKesson. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Isaac  Roosevelt, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Morris  Graham,  and  Willium  Paid- 
ding,  Esquires,  shall  be,  and  each  and  every  of  them  shall 
be,  fully  indemnified  by  this  Provincial  Congress,  or  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  the  Colony  for  the  time  being,  against 
all  losses,  costs,  charges,  payments,  damages,  or  demands 
that  shall  or  may  happen,  arise,  accrue,  or  be  to  be  borne 
or  suffered  by  reason,  means,  or  on  account  of  their  having 
entered  into  the  said  contract  with  the  said  Abraham  Li- 
vingston for  supplying  the  said  troops  with  rations,  as  there- 
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ui  mentioned,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  reconunending  a  contract  for  that  purpose  to 
be  made. 

And  Resolved,  That  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Co- 
lony for  the  time  being,  or  any  other  such  Representatives 
of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  as  shall  then  represent 
the  same,  shall  and  will  use  their  utmost  endeavours,  with 
the  otiier  Representatives  of  this  Continent,  that  the  said 
contract  shall  be  fully  discharged,  without  any  particular 
loss  or  injury  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part  therein 
named,  or  their  or  either  of  their  legal  representatives  ;  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  said  Nathaniel  Woodhvll,  Isaac 
Roosevelt,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Morris  Graham,  and  Wil- 
lt.am  Paulding,  their  and  each  of  their  lieire,  executors,  and 
administrators,  and  their  and  each  of  their  goods  and  chat- 
tels, lands  and  tenements,  shall  be  saved  harmless,  and  kept 
indemnified  from  all  payments,  costs,  charges,  damages  and 
demands  whatever,  by  reason,  or  means,  or  on  account  of 
their  havbg  entered  into  and  executed  the  said  contract. 


Whereas  it  is  apprehended  by  some  pereons  that  the  Re- 
giments or  Companies  of  Minute-men  in  this  Colony  are  not 
subject  to  the  command  of  the  Brigadier-Generals  within 
whose  Districts  they  generally  reside. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Brigadier-Generals  in 
this  Colony  be  autiiorized,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
to  command  all  Regiments  or  Companies  of  Minute-men 
within  their  respective  Districts,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner 
as  any  other  of  the  Militia  of  their  respective  Brigades. 

A  Message  was  received  from  Lord  Stirling,  by  Captain 
Morris,  requesting  the  Barrack  necessaries  may  be  ordered 
by  this  Congress  to  be  supplied  to  a  Company  of  Militia 
from  New-Jersey,  arrived  at  this  City  to  enter  on  duty. 

Thereupon,  an  Order  was  made,  and  directed  to  Colonel 
Curtenivs  and  die  Barrackmaster,  to  supply  the  said  Com- 
pany of  Militia  with  Barrack  necessaries. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  authorized, 
and  are  hereby  autiiorized,  to  hear  and  determine  the  case 
of  John  Grigg. 


JAMES  WILSON  TO  LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE. 

Gilgorum,  March  17,  1776. 

Mt  Lord  :  It  is  not  without  concern  tiiat  I  find  myself 
obliged  to  address  your  Lordship  on  this  occasion,  as  one  of 
his  Majesty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State.  I  tmst  your 
Lordship  will  not  require  any  apology  for  the  requisition  of 
that  favour,  which,  in  your  official  character,  it  may  be  pro- 
per for  you  to  comply  with.  Presuming,  therefore,  that  you 
are  the  person  by  whose  means  my  sentiments  may  be  most 
regularly  conveyed  to  his  Majesty,  I  beg  leave  to  entreat 
your  Lordship  may  lay  before  his  Majesty  the  enclosed  Me- 
morial. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient 


humble  servant. 


James  Wilson. 


To  Lord  George  Germaine,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  the  humble  Memo- 
rial of  James  Wilson,  *  showeth  : 
That  the  Memorialist  has  served  your  Majesty  for  up- 
wards of  fifteen  years  as  a  Captain  in  your  Majesty's  Ma- 
rine forces  ;  during  which  time  Memorialist  discharged  his 
duty  with  fidelity  to  the  utmost  of  his  power ;  and  that  Me- 
morialist has  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  Ireland  during  the  present  Parliament,  in  which 
capacity,  as  a  servant  of  the  people,  his  conduct  has  been 
uniformly  directed  by  the  best  of  his  understanding  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  this  Kingdom,  humbly  conceiving  die 
well-being  of  this  Island  essentially  conducive  to  the  honour 
and  support  of  your  Majesty's  Government ;  that  your  Me- 
morialist, by  every  binding  influence  of  allegiance,  and  in- 
violable inclination,  is  ready  to  risk  his  life  and  property,  if 
required,  to  maintain  those  inestimable  principles  by  which 
your  Majesty's  illustrious  family  obtained  the  sovereignty  of 
tliese  realms.  But  it  is  with  the  most  poignant  concern  that 
Memorialist  finds  himself  compelled,  by  the  pernicious  mea- 
sures of  your  Majesty's.  Ministers,  and  the  indelible  dictates 
of  nature,  to  implore  your  Majesty  to  withdraw  him  from 
the  rank  and  honour  he  enjoys  under  your  Majesty,  as  Cap- 
tain on  half-pay.  Memorialist  thinks  it  inconsistent  with 
fidelity  to  your  Majesty  as  a  subject,  or  the  people  as  a  re- 
presentative, to  receive  those  wages  which  render  him  liable 
to  tlie  command  of  Ministers,  the  perpetration  of  whose 
designs,  death  would  be  as  much  preferable  to,  as  it  ever 
had  been  in  the  mind  of  Memorialist  to  hesitate  in  tiie  sup- 
port of  your  Majesty's  real  glory  and  happiness.  Memo- 
rialist, therefore,  humbly  entreats  your  Majesty,  in  your 
Royal  clemency,  graciously  to  take  his  dutiilil  Memorial 
into  consideration,  as  the  only  reward  for  his  services,  that 
Memorialist  may  be  emancipated  from  the  distressing  appre- 
hension which  the  present  military  preparations  against  Ame- 
rica suggest,  of  being  obliged  to  disobey  the  commands  of 
his  Sovereign,  or  adopt  the  horrid  alternative  of  stifling  every 

•  The  above  gentleman,  who  is  a  Member  in  the  Irish  Parliament  for 
Taghmon,  in  the  County  of  fVexford,  as  a  Captain,  in  the  year  1750, 
raised  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  (as  the  purchase  of  his  Company)  on 
his  own  estate,  in  Ireland,  and  served  all  the  remainder  of  the  war  in 
actual  service,  with  the  highest  credit  to  himself. 


impulse  of  humanity,  and  rushing  into  the  blood  of  kindred 
fellow-subjects  and  countrymen. 
Gilgorum,  March  17,  1776. 


general    HOWE    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Williamsburgh,  March  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  honoured  with  your  letter  enclosing  a  commis- 
sion appointing  me  a  Brigadier-General  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonies.  Devoted  to  the  cause  of  America,  I  feel 
no  wish  so  ardent,  no  ambition  so  strong,  as  to  be  able  to 
contribute  to  its  service  and  support.  With  pleasure,  there- 
fore, I  accept  the  important  trust,  and,  through  you,  beg 
leave  to  convey  to  your  honourable  body  my  grateful  tiianks 
for  this  distinguishing  mark  of  their  favour ;  which,  by  my 
strenuous  endeavours  and  utmost  efforts,  I  hope  in  some 
measure  to  deserve.  The  battalions  here  being  not  yet 
complete,  nor  all  the  commissions  filled  up,  puts  it  out  of  my 
power  to  make  you  at  present  the  return  you  request,  which 
I  shall  be  happy  to  forward  to  you  the  moment  I  can. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Robert  Howe. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 


mahyland  council  of  safety   to   delegates   in  con 

GRESS. 

[No.  62.]  Annapolis,  March  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  exceedingly  anxious  on  account  of 
our  Treasury,  as  it  grows  very  low,  and  the  demands,  as 
you  must  be  sensible,  continue  still  great.  You  will  there- 
fore excuse  our  mentioning  to  you  so  often  our  apprehen- 
sion that,  unless  the  plates  and  paper  are  fiirnished  in  a  very 
short  time,  the  Treasury  will  be  exhausted,  and  the  credit 
of  the  Province  must  sink. 

Our  Minute  Companies  have  written  to  us  for  copies  of 
the  Continental  regulations  and  pay  to  their  troops ;  and  as 
we  are  not  provided  with  them,  we  request  you  will  send 
tiiem  to  us ;  or  if  a  favourable  opportunity  should  offer, 
transmit  them  to  Accomack  immediately,  as  we  are  some- 
times at  a  loss  for  conveyances  from  hence.  Pray  send  us 
an  account  of  the  Continental  pay  of  the  officers  and  men 
in  the  Navy.  We  are  informed  there  have  been  some  alter- 
ations lately  made  in  them  by  Congress,  and  shall  be  "lad 
to  see  them.  They  will  be  useful  to  us  in  settiing'^ihe 
wages  for  the  Defence. 

The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  we  have  received  fi-om 
Mr.  Harrison,  our  agent  in  the  foreign  West-Indies. 
We  are,  &c. 

To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland  in  Congress. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   TALBOT    COUNTY    COM- 
MITTEE. 
[No.  63.]  Annapolis,  March  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  sorry  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
vention, through  die  negligence  of  our  press,  should  not 
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have  reached  you  before  the  day  you  mention,  and  think 
with  you,  that  the  not  allowing  those  in  your  County  that 
may  hesitate  to  enroll,  some  time  to  consider  the  alternative 
given  them,  would  be  treating  tiiem  with  too  great  rigour, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  indulging  tiiem  till  the  5th  of 
April  will  be  giving  them  time  sufficient,  and  be  an  in- 
stance of  lenity  towards  them  that,  we  are  persuaded,  will 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Convention. 
We  are,  &ic. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Talbot  County. 


ELIAS    BOUDINOT    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Newark,  JVew-Jersey,  March  17,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  I  was  in  great  hopes  that,  in  raising  the  pro- 
portion of  men  that  was  allotted  for  this  town  towards  the 
number  requested  by  your  Lordship,  it  would  fall  to  Cap- 
tain Wheeler,  with  his  Company  of  Minute-men  (formerly 
Captain  Ailing' s)  to  go  ;  but  I  was  disappointed,  as  I  am  now 
informed  that  Elizabethtown  has  failed  in  sending  their  men. 
And  if  you  should  still  think  it  necessary  to  increase  your 
number,  and  would  either  take  the  trouble  to  write  a  line 
to  Captain  Wheeler,  requesting  his  company,  or  to  Colonel 
Ward,  desiring  him  to  send  for  them,  (which  ever  you  might 
think  proper,)  I  dare  promise  by  to-morrow  afternoon,  as 
good  a  company  as  any  in  the  service  would  attend  you.  If 
you  should  think  it  the  most  eligible  way  to  apply  to  Colo- 
nel Ward,  please  to  let  it  be  in  writing,  that  he  may  send 
your  note  to  Captain  Wheeler,  as  that  will  raise  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  men. 

I  must  beg  your  Lordship  will  not  mention  to  Colonel 
Ward,  or  any  one,  that  you  have  this  request,  as  if  you 
should,  it  would  excite  the  jealousies  of  the  other  compa- 
nies. 

There  is  no  necessity  of  having  anytliing  to  do  with 
Committees  in  this  affair,  as  the  men  will  turn  out  at  your 
request  alone. 

I  am,  in  great  haste,  with  respect,  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient  servant,  _  _ 

LlIAS    iSOUDINOT. 

To  the  Honourable  Lord  Stirling. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    THE    COMMITTEES    OF    MORRIS  COUNTY, 
ETC.,    NEW-JERSEY. 

New-York,  March   17,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  As  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Province  of  New- Jersey  are  now  called  upon  to  assist 
in  fortifying  and  defending  this  city,  which  (by  the  accounts 
received  from  General  Washington  by  express,  and  this  day 
confirmed  by  the  post)  is  certamly  the  object  of  the  enemy's 
destination,  and  as  I  am  informed  that  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Province  are  intimidated  fix)m  leaving  the  Pro- 
vince, by  an  apprehension  of  their  own  private  affairs  suffer- 
ing by  the  common  process  of  the  civil  law,  I  must  therefore 
submit  it  to  your  Committee,  whether  it  is  not,  at  this  time 
of  imminent  danger,  absolutely  necessary  to  suspend  the 
operations  of  the  civil  law,  at  least  until  the  destination  of 
the  Army  at  Boston  is  more  certainly  known.  By  the  last 
accounts,  it  appears  that  five  thousand  men  were  actually 
embarked,  and  the  remainder  preparing  to  get  on  board  as 
fast  as  possible,  and  it  is  General  Washington's  opinion  they 
intend  to  make  a  sudden  push  on  this  place. 

Stirling. 
To  the  Committee  of  the  Counties  of  Morris,  Essex,  Mid- 
dlesex, Somerset,  Sussex,  Hunterdon,  Bergen,  and  Mon- 
mouth, and  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- Jersey. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    ALEXANDER    CARMICHAEL. 

New- York,  March  17,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  have  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date.  Give  me 
leave  to  assure  you  that,  by  appointment  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  the  district  of  the  Conmianding  General  here  ex- 
tends to  the  Province  of  New-Jersey,  and  that  I  have  it  in 
command  from  Congress  to  call  in  so  many  of  the  Militia 
of  the  neighbouring  Provinces  as  I  find  necessary  for  forti- 
fying and  defending  this  place  and  its  environs,  and  to  as- 
sure them  they  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  provisions 
with  the  Continental  Troops  employed  in  tlie  Middle  De- 


partment, to  commence  from  the  time  they  actually  begin 
their  march  for  this  place.  As  to  the  feare  of  the  people 
about  Amboy,  the  Congress  will  take  care  of  it ;  and  as  to 
mention  of  furlough,  they  are  all  ordered  to  their  regiments. 
1  hope,  therefore,  there  will  be  no  longer  any  objections  to 
marchmg  of  the  three  hundred  men  required  from  Morris 
County. 

Be  pleased  to  forward  the  enclosed  to  Sussex  County ; 
and  am,  he, 

Stirling. 
To  Mr.  Alexander  Carmichael,  Chainnan  of  the  County 

Committee  of  Morris. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

New- York,  March  17,  1776. 

Sir:  You  have  doubtless  received  all  the  intelligence 
which  I  have  from  General  Washington,  relative  to  the  mo- 
tions of  the  Ministerial  Troops  in  Boston,  and  the  situation 
of  our  troops  which  surround  it.  That  General  Howe  in- 
tends to  move  this  way  with  his  army  I  think  is  highly  pro- 
bable. Many  little  manoeuvres  of  Govemour  Tryon  and 
the  men-of-war  near  this  place  lately,  seem  to  confiim  it. 
I  am  taking  every  step  in  my  power  to  be  prepared  for 
their  reception,  by  fortifying  every  advantageous  ground 
near  the  city  and  on  Long-Island.  But  whatever  may  be 
the  designs  of  General  Howe,  it  appears,  from  all  the  intel- 
ligence received,  that  the  Ministry  are  determined  to  make 
an  effort  to  gain  possession  of  this  city ;  and  I  have,  there- 
fore, the  orders  of  Congress,  by  all  possible  means  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safety  of  it.  I  have  also  their  directions  to 
apply  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies  for  such  part  of  their 
Militia  or  Provincial  Troops  as  may  be  necessary,  until  the 
Continental  Troops,  destined  for  this  service,  do  arrive  here. 
The  two  regiments  from  Connecticut  now  here  and  at  Long- 
Island,  deserve  the  thanks  of  the  publick  for  their  good  or- 
der, industry,  and  alertness  ;  and  I  sincerely  wish  they  could 
be  prevailed  on  to  stay  while  their  services  are  necessary, 
as  it  would  save  time  and  pay  to  a  prodigious  amount  in 
the  Continental  service.  But  I  understand  many  of  them 
are  farmers  of  property,  who  have  families  at  home,  and 
want  to  be  there  to  mark  out  the  work  of  their  fanns  for 
the  ensuing  season.  However,  I  will,  with  the  Colonels 
Waterbury  and  Ward,  endeavour  to  prevail  with  as  many 
of  them  as  possible  to  stay  until  they  are  relieved  by  others 
from  your  Colony,  of  which  returns  shall  be  sent  to  you  as 
soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time  I  think  it  Ls  highly  ne- 
cessary (and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  your  Excellency 
will  carry  it  into  execution)  that  recruits  be  raised  to  com- 
plete those  two  regiments  to  at  least  six  hundred  privates 
each ;  and  that  another  regiment  of  the  like  strength  be 
raised  in  your  Colony  if  possible,  on  condition  of  serving 
the  campaign,  or  as  long  as  the  service  reqiures,  and  to  be- 
armed,  and  accoutred,  and  clothed,  as  well  as  time  will  per- 
mit, and  to  march  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  shall  only  add,  that,  with  the  highest  esteem  and  regard, 

I  am  your  most  obedient  humble  servant,         o 

■'  Stirling. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esquire,  fee. 


COLONEL    LENT    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Orangetown,  March  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  received  the  resolution  and  order  of 
Congress  of  the  13th  instant,  respecting  the  sending  a  num- 
ber of  men  from  the  two  regiments  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Mountains,  in  Orange  County,  to  New-  York ;  and  as  thirty- 
six  men  of  my  regiment  have  turned  out  as  Minute-men, 
and  elected  one  of  my  Militia  Captains  to  command  them, 
I  immediately  ordered  their  Captain  to  march  down  to  New- 
York  with  the  Minute-men  aforesaid,  (th6  reason  for  my 
so  doing  was,  because  I  could  not  think  that  the  Congress 
intended  to  leave  the  Minute-men  here  and  have  the  Militia 
down.)  The  Captain,  it  seems,  does  not  think  that  he  is 
any  longer  under  my  command,  and,  what  is  more,  the 
Captain  and  men  are  all  afraid  that,  as  the  resolution  and 
order  aforesaid  only  mentions  piivates,  it  is  intended  to 
take  our  men  and  put  in  officers  from  other  parts  to  com- 
mand them ;  wherefore  they  decline  marching  without  some 
further  explanation.  I  hope  you  will,  without  loss  of  time, 
give  me  an  answer,  or  rather  an  explanation  of  the  said 
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order.     Should  thirty-five  men  be  drafted   from  my  regi- 
ment, exclusive  of  the  Minute-men,  many  farms  must  go  to 

waste.  -.,  •  • 

1  do  not  think  that  any  of  our  men,  whether  Mihtia  or 
Minute-men,  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  march,  unless  they 
are  allowed  their  own  officers.  I  think  if  a  Captain  and 
ouo  Lieutenant  were  commissioned  for  the  above-said  Mi- 
nute-men, it  would  be  sufficient. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  ser\'ant, 

Abraham  Lent. 

To  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Esq.,  President  of  the  honourable 
Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-Yor]c. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    GOVERNOUK   COOKE. 

Cambridge,  March  17, 1776. 

Sir:  1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this  morning 
the  Ministerial  Troops  evacuated  the  town  of  Boston  w  ith- 
out  destroying  it,  and  that  we  are  now  in  the  full  possession; 
upon  which  event  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you,  and 
sincerely  wish  (if  the  Ministry  persevere  in  the  same  uncon- 
stitutional and  despotick  measures  which  too  long  have 
niaiked  their  conduct)  that  our  o])posiiion  and  resistance  in 
eveiy  quarter  may  be  crowned  with  the  success  they  have 
been  here. 

Where  their  destination  is,  or  what  plans  they  have  in 
view,  is  altogether  unknown ;  most  probably  the  next  at- 
tempt will  be  against  New-York,  or  some  more  southern 
Colony.  However,  I  should  think  (though  I  do  not  believe 
they  have  any  design  against  Rhode-Island)  that  it  will  be 
advisable  to  keep  a  strict  look-out;  and  submit  it  to  you, 
whether  it  may  not  be  proper,  against  the  time  you  appre- 
hend they  might  arrive,  to  call  in  a  number  of  the  Militia, 
and  have  them  posted  in  proper  places.  I  do  not  mean  to 
direct  the  measure,  but  only  mention  it  for  your  considera- 
ion ;  to  me  it  appears  worthy  of  attention. 


two  casks  of  medicine  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive,  and 
send  a  receipt  for  them. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  HooE. 
To  Colonel  Joshua  Bcalh  at  Bladcnsburgh. 

I  have  sent  a  memorandum  of  such  woollens  as  are  to  be 
had.  Be  pleased  to  write  Colonel  Smallwood  that  I  will 
purchase  them  up,  and  pay  the  cash  for  them  if  I  can  have 
orders  directly.  R.  H. 

THOMAS  TILLARD  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Pig-Point,  March  18,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  I  this  day  received  a  line  from  Mr.  Duvall, 
of  the  13th  o( Februari/,  requesting  that  1  would  inform  you 
what  quantity  of  Gunpowder  is  in  my  hands,  and  where 
stored.  Two  hundred  and  one  pounds  is  what  I  was  paid 
for,  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence  per  pound.  Two  hun- 
dred pounds  of  Mr.  Brogdcn  were  also  lodged  with  mine — 
being,  in  the  whole,  four  hundred  and  one  pounds  stored  in 
our  store  at  this  place ;  three  hundred  and  five  pounds  of 
which,  per  your  order,  were  delivered  to  Mr.  haac  Harris ; 
the  remainder,  by  order  of  the  Committee,  into  the  hands  of 
the  Militia. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Tillard. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


I  am,  &,c., 


George  Washfngton. 


To  the  Honourable  Govemour  Cooke. 

N.  B.  March  19. — The  fleet  is  stUl  in  King  and  Nan- 
tasket  Roads. 


JOHN    LAJJGDON    to    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Portemouth,  March  17,  1776. 

Sir:  This  moment  arrived  a  small  vessel  from  the  West- 
Indies  with  about  six  thousand  weight  of  powder,  belonging 
to  the  Continent ;  and  as  I  thought  it  might  be  wanted  at 
Head-Quarters,  have  despatched  Major  Gaines  with  this 
information  to  your  Excellency  ;  and  should  it  be  wanting, 
(in  part  or  all,)  sliall  immediately  forward  it  on  receiving 
your  direction.  The  bearer  will  inform  what  intelligence 
the  Captain  brings,  who  I  should  have  sent  up  had  it  not 
been  necessary  to  keep  him  on  board  his  vessel.  The 
Captain  informs  that,  at  Martinique  and  Guadaloupe,  tliere 
is  at  least  ten  thousand  French  Troops  making  great  pre- 
parations for  war;  this,  he  says,  may  be  depended  on. 
Yesterday  we  had  a  small  parcel  of  powder  (about  five 
tliousand  weight)  arrived,  belonging  to  the  Colony.  We 
have  several  vessels  more  at  St.  Litcia,  who  are  taking  in 
powder. 

Please  to  accept  of  the  best  wbhes  of  your  most  obedient 
servant. 


John  Langdon. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


R.    HOOE   TO   colonel    JOSHUA   BEALL. 

Alexandria,  March  18,  1776, 

Sir  :  I  have  gone  through  every  store  in  this  town,  and 
find  but  few  whole  pieces  of  B.  cloths  of  the  kinds  that 
are  wanted.  However,  if  Colonel  Smallwood  would  send 
over  an  officer,  I  think,  by  taking  different  colours,  and 
parts  of  pieces,  they  may  pick  up  a  good  deal ;  but  as  tliey 
do  not  answer  the  directions  Mr.  Ilarwood  gave  me,  I 
thought  it  best  to  decline  a  purchase  till  I  heard  further 
about  it.  There  are  some  rugs  in  town,  but  they  are 
large,  and  at  twenty  shillings,  Virginia  currency,  apiece ; 
olaiikets  are  not  to  be  had  at  all ;  but  there  are  in  one  store 
several  pieces  of  woollen,  of  a  kind  between  a  flannel  and 
Kendall  cotton,  that  I  think  would  answer  the  end.     The 


CALVERT  COUNTY  (marYLANd)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  of  Observation,  Calvert  County,  \ 
March  18,  1776, 

On  motion.  Resolved,  To  consult  the  honourable  the 
Council  of  Safety  concerning  the  propriety  of  stationing  an 
additional  number  of  thirty  men  in  diflerent  places  in  this 
County,  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  Ships-of-War  and  Ten- 
ders, and  to  prevent  them  from  harassing  the  Militia  by  fi-e- 
quent  and  unnecessaiy  alanns. 

Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  honourable 
the  Council  of  Safety  for  two  barrels  of  Gunpowder  and 
fifty  stand  of  Arms,  complete,  for  the  use  of  this  County,  as 
we  have  not  received  the  Powder  ordered  from  Charles 
County.     Per  order : 

Joseph  Wilkinson,  Clerk  Committee. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    COLONEL    THOMAS 
WRIGHT. 

[No.  64,]  Annapolis,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir:  We  have  received  your  favour  of  the  12th  instant, 
enclosing  commissions  of  officers  in  the  Militia  who  have 
refused  to  accept  them;  and  now  transmit  you  others  to 
supply  their  places.  The  same  motives  which  led  you  to 
withhold  them  so  long,  (which  we  tliink  you  are  highly 
conmiendable  in  doing,)  we  hope  will  induce  you  still  to 
persist  in  your  efforts  to  settle  and  quiet  the  minds  of  the 
people  at  this  alarming  crisis  of  our  affairs,  and  to  reconcile 
them  to  the  appointments  of  Field-Officers  in  your  County, 
which  the  last  Convention  thought  proper  to  make ;  and  we 
cannot  but  flatter  ourselves,  when  they  reflect  seriously  on 
tlie  consequences  which  will  inevitably  result  from  the  mea- 
sures they  have  adopted,  they  will  no  longer  pureue  them. 
If  our  expectations  should  not,  however,  be  answered  in  a 
short  time,  and  they  should  obstinately  persevere,  it  will  then 
become  our  indispensable  duty  to  pursue  different  (though 
disagreeable)  expedients,  and  to  exert  the  powers  which  we 
are  mvested  with  for  the  publick  good,  with  a  view  to  that 
end.  We  have  fixed  the  station  of  the  troops  for  your 
County  at  Blunt's  Ware-House,  on  Kent-Island,  and  shall 
order  them  to  repair  there  as  soon  as  they  can  be  supplied 
with  provisions,  which  we  imagine  will  be  by  the  last  of 
next  week  at  farthest ;  and  are,  &tc. 

To  Colonel  Thomas  Wright. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    WILLIAM    HINDMAN. 
[No.  66,]  Annapolis,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  it  will  be  some  time  before  we  can  have  our 
new  emission  struck  and  ready  for  circulation,  and  drafts 
are  coming  in  pretty  quick  upon  us,  we  find  it  necessary  to 
call  for  some  of  the  unsigned  bills  of  credit  now  in  your 
hands.     We  desire,  therefore,  you  will  send  by  Mr.  Charles 
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Wallace  the  sum  of  six  thousand  pounds  of  them,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  order  to  him  of  this  date. 
We  are,  he. 

To  William  Hindman,  Esq.,  Treasurer  o( Eastern- Shore. 


ALEXANDER  WILCOX  TO  NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  March  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  naval  amiament  that  is  preparing  for 
the  defence  of  this  Province  requiring  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  seamen,  (more  than  can  be  raised  in  this  city,)  this 
Committee  has  thought  it  advisable  to  send  Captain  Charles 
Alexander  and  Lieutenant  John  Humphrey,  (two  of  the 
officers  of  our  anned  boats,)  to  recruit  a  number  of  seamen 
for  the  naval  service  of  this  Province.  The  Committee 
has  been  induced  to  take  this  measure  in  consequence  of 
information  it  has  received,  that  there  are  now  a  great  many 
sailors  in  the  City  of  New-  York  destitute  of  any  employ- 
ment, by  reason  of  the  entire  stop  put  to  trade  by  the  last 
act  of  Parliament ;  and  that  there  is  danger  that  they  may 
enter  on  board  the  men-of-war,  if  means  are  not  taken  to 
engage  them  in  the  service  of  the  Colonies.  This  Commit- 
tee begs  leave  to  recommend  to  your  countenance  the  above- 
mentioned  gentlemen,  and  trust  you  will  give  them  any 
assistance  that  may  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  execute 
the  business  intrusted  to  them. 

Gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Alexander  Wilcox,  Chairman. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  ofNeiv-YorJc. 


ELISHA   BOUDINOT   TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Newark,  New- Jersey,  March  18,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  The  bearer  hereof,  (Captain  Wheeler,)  with 
his  company,  waits  on  your  Lordship,  agreeable  to  your  re- 
quest, and  begs  the  favour  that  you  would  review  them  be- 
fore they  go  to  their  quarters,  if  possible.  If  they  could 
be  put  upon  duty  by  themselves,  that  their  works  might  ap- 
pear, it  would  raise  their  emulation  to  merit  your  Lordship's 
approbation ;  and  you  would  soon  see  the  good  effects  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Elisha  Boudinot. 


To  Lord  Stirling,  New- York. 


WILLIAM    BURNET    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Committee-Chamber,  Newark,  March  18,  1776. 

Mr  Lord  :  Though  the  Committee  are  sensible  that  the 
common  cause  is  deeply  interested  in  putting  the  city  of 
New-York  in  a  state  of  defence,  yet,  in  case  the  King's 
troops  arrive,  if  they  do  not  make  a  general  landing  in  this 
Province,  it  is  more  than  probable  they  will  at  least  make 
incursions  into  it,  especially  if  they  meet  widi  opposition 
at  New-York.  We  need  not  mention  to  you,  my  Lord, 
the  present  very  defenceless  state  of  this  Province,  nor  that 
every  man  sent  to  you  from  our  Militia  will  render  it  more 
so;  and  if  the  harbour  of  New- York  and  the  Sounds  be 
under  command  of  the  ships-of-war  expected  with  the  troops, 
the  return  of  our  Militia  will  be  impracticable,  or  attended 
with  such  delay  that  the  mischief  may  be  done  here  before 
we  can  receive  their  assistance.  These  considerations  have 
prevented  us  the  pleasure  of  sending  you  the  full  comple- 
ment of  men  you  requested  from  this  County.  We  have, 
however,  this  day,  in  addition  to  the  one  hundred  and  fifty 
already  sent,  ordered  Captain  Wheeler,  who  waits  on  your 
Lordship  with  this,  to  march  with  his  company  to  New-York, 
there  to  attend  to  your  commands  for  one  week,  and  no 
longer.  The  above  reasons  have  weighed  with  us  in  giving 
him  these  restrictive  orders. 

As  it  will  not  be  so  injurious  to  the  defence  of  this  Pro- 
vince to  send  men  from  morris,  Sussex,  Somerset,  and  Hun- 
terdon, as  from  the  frontier  Counties  ;  if  your  Lordship 
should  think  a  larger  number  of  men  requisite  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  fortifications,  it  is  submitted  to  your  considera- 
tion, whether  it  would  not  be  most  expedient  warmly  to 
solicit  the  aid  of  the  back  Counties  above-mentioned. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Essex : 
William  Burnet,  Chairman, 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    BERGEN    COUNTY    (nEW-JERSEy)    COM- 
MITTEE. 

New- York,  March  18,  1776. 
Sir:  The  alarming  intelligence  received  from  General 
Washington,  of  the  preparations  of  the  Ministerial  Army  at 
Boston  to  embark  for  this  place,  induced  me  to  call  in  some 
of  the  Militia  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonics  to  our 
assistance.  This  measure  has  since  been  approved  of  by 
the  Continental  Congress,  who  have  agreed  that  all  such 
shall  receive  the  pay  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  the  Mid- 
dle Department.  1  have  not  as  yet  called  on  the  County  of 
Bergen,  to  send  any  of  their  Militia  to  this  place,  because 
I  had  another  employment  in  view  for  them  in  their  own 
County.  The  first  is,  to  make  a  thoroughly  good  and  broad 
road  from  Brown's  Ferry  to  Paulus-Hook  Ferry,  which 
is  become  of  very  great  importance  to  this  place,  as  it  is 
the  only  communication  between  the  western  and  south- 
western parts  of  New-Jersey  and  this  place.  Another  work 
is,  to  make  good  the  road  through  Bergen  Wood,  from  Wee- 
hawk  to  Hackensack  Ferry.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  two 
hundred  men  employed  at  the  first  work,  and  one  hundred 
on  the  latter ;  and  I  hope  you  will  order  the  best  men  to  turn 
out  for  this  purpose.  There  must  not  be  more  commissioned 
officers  than  the  proportion  of  four  to  the  hundred,  and  one 
Field-Officer  to  oversee  the  whole.  They  are  to  take  their 
arms  and  accoutrements,  and  working  tools,  with  them,  and 
are  at  night  to  mount  an  officer's  guard  at  Bergen  town.  The 
road  from  Brown's  Ferry  should  be  laid  out  as  nearly  as 
possible  according  to  the  last  act  of  Assembly.  When  I  am 
informed  of  the  men  being  ready  to  go  to  work,  I  will  order 
a  proper  person  to  attend  at  Bergen  town  to  muster  them, 
and  to  point  out  how  the  work  is  to  be  done. 

Stirling. 

To  the  Committee  for  the  County  of  Bergen.  4k 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    ESSEX    COUNTY    (nEW-JERSEy)    COM- 
MITTEE. 

New-York,  March  18,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date,  by  Captain 
Wheeler,  and  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  making  the  addi- 
tion of  his  company  to  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  before 
ordered  from  your  County  to  the  assistance  of  this  place. 
I  can  now  inform  you  that  I  have  the  authority  of  Congress 
to  allow  them  Continental  pay,  while  in  the  service.  You 
may  be  assured  the  safety  of  New-Jersey  shall  be  the  object 
of  my  attention,  as  much  as  this  place,  and  that  I  conceive 
them  so  closely  connected  that  they  must  be  looked  ujwn 
as  parts  of  one  whole  concern.  I  have  already  determined 
in  my  own  mind  on  some  works  of  fortification,  which  I 
think  will  cover  every  approach  to  that  Province,  by  the 
way  of  the  Kills  or  Staten-Island,  and  on  some  means  of 
securing  the  communication  between  this  city  and  New- 
Jersey,  in  spite  of  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  enemy.  Thb  plan 
will  be  communicated  to  you  in  a  day  or  two,  and  1  should 
be  glad  that  you  will  aj)point  a  sub-Committee  to  be  ready  to 
meet  me,  or  some  officers  I  shall  send,  to  explain  my  de- 
signs to  you,  and  to  engage  the  people  of  Elizabethtotm  to 
carry  them  into  execution,  which,  according  to  my  plan, 
they  will  be  able  to  do  with  two  or  three  hundred  men  in  a 
few  days.  Some  intrenching  tools  will  be  necessary,  and  it 
will  be  proper  to  have  them  collected  as  soon  as  possible  at 
Newark  or  Elizabethtown. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward  came  here  with  the  First  Com- 
pany from  your  County;  since  that,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cad- 
mus and  Major  Ludlow  are  come  with  the  Second  Com- 
pany. There  seems  to  be  a  competition  and  uneasiness, 
which  of  the  Field-Officers  of  Essex  is  to  command  these 
detachments.    I  have  told  them  that  as  Lieutenant-Colonel 

Ward  came  first,  he  was  of  course  in  the  command,  and 
that  I  should  not  alter  it  until  the  Committee  of  the  County 
should  determine  otherwise.  With  this  they  seem  to  be  per- 
fectly satisfied.  I  must,  therefore,  request  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  County  of  Essex  will  detennine  this  very  im- 
portant point. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  tlie  County  of 
Essex. 
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LORD    STIRLING    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

New- York,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir:  It  is  of  the  utmost  iiiiportanco  to  the  safety  of  tliis 
city  tliat  all  the  artillery  we  are  to  rely  on,  be  completed 
in  every  article.  It  was  but  lately  that  I  could  obtain  a 
complete  statement  of  all  the  artillery  on  this  Island.  It 
was  then  so  near  the  adjournment  of  your  Congress,  that  I 
did  not  care  to  introduce  to  it  a  matter  so  long  in  detail.  I 
now  enclose  to  you  a  return  (No.  1)  of  the  whole  artillery, 
and  the  articles  w  anting  to  equip  and  complete  tlieni  to  one 
hundred  rounds ;  by  which  you  will  observe,  that  all  the 
cannon  below  six-poundt^re  are  in  want  of  every  article, 
and  would  take  up  more  time  than  we  can  spare  at  present 
to  complete  them.  I  have,  therefore,  made  out  anotlicr  re- 
turn, (No.  2,)  of  all  the  cannon,  down  to  six-pounders,  inclu- 
sive, and  those,  if  the  work  be  properly  distributed,  may  soon 
be  equipped  with  every  necessary ;  and  I  must  request  that 
the  Committee  of  Safety  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  take  mea- 
sures to  have  all  the  necessaries  provided.  And  you  may  be 
assured  that  I  will  lend  every  assistance  in  my  power  for 
foi-warding  the  work. 

As  I  have  no  copies  of  tliase  returns,  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  them  sent  back  when  you  have  taken  copies  of  them. 

Stirling. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  I^eto-York. 


If  it  has  been  a  nde  in  the  Continental  Army  to  promote 
inferiors  directly  over  the  head  of  superiors  in  rank,  I  shall 
silently  acquiesce  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  the  first  that 
has  fallen  under  the  predicament,  I  shall  consider  it  in  the 
last-mentioned  light.  Believe  me,  sir,  I  assure  you  before 
tills  promotion  no  wish  ever  entered  my  heart  to  advance  to 
that  station,  while  I  could  remain  with  honour  in  my  pre- 
sent ;  more  studious  to  qualify  myself  in  that,  than  to  seek 
further. 

But  when  I  consider  that,  on  those  principles,  I  am  abso- 
lutely forced  out  of  a  service  1  was  fond  of,  1  confess  it  gives 
me  pain,  and  would  more  so  to  deserve  it.  As  I  entered 
into  this  service  with  no  sinister  views,  no  private  feeluigs 
shall  induce  me,  in  the  hour  of  danger,  to  (juit  it.  If  I  stand 
in  the  way  of  the  more  deserving,  or  if  a  satisfactory  answer 
cannot  be  had  to  what  I  have  before  proposed,  I  shall  beg 
leave  of  your  Ix)rdsliip  to  resign  my  commission  to  that  ho- 
nourable body  from  whom  I  received  it ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  give  you  my  reasons  with  it ;  determined,  at  the 
same  time,  in  such  case,  to  retire  to  the  station  of  a  private 
sentinel,  and  diere  remain  till  death  or  the  end  of  this  glo- 
rious contest  shall  release  me  from  the  service. 

I  am,  sii-,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

William  De  Hart. 
To  His  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  23,  1776,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Qualifications.] 

Kew-York,  March  18,  1776. 
Dear  Sir  :  By  the  enclosed  letter  from  Major  De  Hart, 
and  the  memorial  from  the  officers  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
IVew-Jersey  Troops,  you  will  see  how  exceedingly  hurt  diat 
regiment  is  at  the  late  promotion  of  Major  Ogden  to  the 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy  of  it.  They  look  upon  it  as  an  in- 
road on  the  rights  of  the  regiments ;  and  while  officers  be- 
have well,  those  feelings  are  natural,  and  are  of  infinite  use 
in  stimulating  officers  to  do  dieir  duty.  The  corps  is  the 
more  hurt,  as  they  are  confident  that  they  have  officers 
among  them  who  have  seen  as  much  service  as  Colonel 
Ogden,  and  are  conscious  they  have  not  been  wanting  in 
their  duty  since  they  came  into  the  service.  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  that  Congress  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
doing  the  regiment  justice,  by  giving  one  or  other  of  these 
gentlemen  preferment  in  the  first  new  corps. 

The  regiment  has  never  yet  been  allowed  the  privilege  of 
being  clothed  in  uniform  by  the  Commissary ;  and  to  be  put 
under  easy  stoppages  for  it,  as  is  done  with  the  other  regi- 
ments of  New- Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  they  have  presented 
a  memorial  to  me,  requesting  that  this  may  be  done ;  and  I 
should  be  happy  that  Congress  would  order  Commissary 
Loiorey  to  do  it  accordingly. 

The  Army  at  this  place  is  entirely  destitute  of  artillerymen 
or  matrasses.  Captain  Badlam  was  detached  here  from 
the  camp  at  Cambridge  with  General  Lee,  but  brought  no 
men  with  him.  He  has  the  chief  direction  here  of  all  pre- 
parations in  that  department.  He  is  a  very  prudent,  discreet 
man,  extremely  attentive  to  his  duty,  and  seems  perfecdy 
master  of  it.  I  believe  it  would  be  proper  to  give  him  the 
rank  and  pay  of  Major  of  Artillery.  There  is  a  company 
of  about  fifty  men  (artillery)  raising  here  in  the  Provincial 
service.  This  is  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  what  there 
ought  to  be  here.  We  ought  to  have  a  regiment  of  them 
of  at  least  five  hundred ;  but  this  I  submit  to  Congress, 
and  make  no  doubt  they  will  make  provision  for  so  neces- 
sary a  branch  as  that  must  be  at  this  place. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  regard,  sir,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 


Stirling. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


New- York,  March  14,  1776. 
Sir:  Yesterday  I  was  informed  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
fViiids's  promotion  to  the  command  of  our  regiment,  and 
^\t.  Ogden,  oi  EUzabethtown,  preferred  to  be  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel. This  last  appointment,  I  confess,  much  surprises  me  ; 
and  leaves  me  in  doubt  whether  I  may  consider  it  as  a  par- 
ticular honour  meant  to  be  conferred  on  him,  or  a  direct 
affix)nt  to  me. 


New- York,  March  14,  1776. 

We,  die  Captains  and  Subalterns  of  the  First  Neio- Jersey 
Regiment  of  Continental  Troops,  being  heartily  engaged  in 
defending  the  common  cause  oi America,  beg  leave  to  claim 
a  few  moments'  attention  of  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress,  on  a  subject  that  gives  us  infinite  pain. 

As  your  honourable  House  has  been  pleased  to  appoint 
Mr.  Ogden,  of  Elizabethtown,  Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the 
place  of  Colonel  Winds,  promoted  to  the  command  of  the 
regiment:  we  know  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  that  gentle- 
man ;  neither  do  we  question  his  merit ;  but  he  is  put  over 
the  head  of  a  superior  in  rank  (who  is  justly  entitled  to  the 
claim,  and  to  whom  we  conceive  no  reasonable  objection 
can  be  made)  in  such  a  manner  as  must  reflect  upon  our 
feelings  and  characters,  as  gentlemen  and  officers,  if  we  si- 
lently acquiesce  in  a  matter  that  affijcts  him  and  each  one 
of  us.  It  is  not  rank  or  commissions  that  we  are  asking  for ; 
but  that  ourselves  and  superioi-s  may  remain  with  honour  in 
their  stations,  while  they  deserve  it,  and  advance  in  that  line 
in  all  other  cases  of  such  a  nature  followed. 

We  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  remonstrate  against  an 
appointment  of  this  nature,  as  we  conceive  ourselves,  under 
the  ties  of  honour  and  justice,  bound  to  leave  a  service  we  are 
extremely  fond  of,  and  which  we  shall  quit  with  the  greatest 
reluctance.  We  would  further  entreat  diat  diis  remonstrance 
may  not  be  considered  as  the  effect  of  rashness  or  disorder ; 
but  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Honours  that  none  employed 
in  your  service  are  more  faithfully  attached  to  the  grand 
cause,  and  will  ever  remain  so.  This  appointment,  we  are 
of  opinion,  would  not  have  taken  place  were  it  not  for  mis- 
representation. 

Hear,  gentlemen,  we  pray  you,  our  complaints,  and  grant 
us  redress ;  we  will  study  to  deserve  it. 

Joseph  Morris,        Joseph  Meeker, 
Silas  Howell,  Andrew  M/cMyer, 

John  Conway,  Daniel  Piatt, 

Jo.  Polhemus,  Elias  Longstreet. 

Captains. 

Daniel  Baldwin,     Yelles  Mead, 
Isaac  Morrison,       Samuel  Oxford, 
John  Mercer,  Hendrick  Fisher, 

Lewis  J.  Costigin,   Koertines  Schanck. 
John  Van  Angler, 

First  Lieutenants. 

Archibald  Dallas,  John  Delahavan, 
Peter  Voorhees,    John  Holmes. 

Second  Lieutenants. 

Mar.  Halsted,         George  Ross, 
Francis  Costigin,   Robert  Robertson, 
Jacob  Kemper,         Abraham  Lane, 
Thomas  Sickels,      Jacob  Piatt. 

Ensigns, 
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COW-NECK  (queen's  COUNTY,  NEW-yORK)  COMMITTEE. 

Iti  Committee  for  the  District  of  Cow-Neck,  Great-Neck, 
&c.,  held  at  Cow-Neck,  this  18th  day  of  March,  1776: 

Whereas  sundry  disaffected  j)ersons  have  lately  moved 
into  this  neighbourhood,  whereby  this  District,  instead  of 
being  an  asylum  for  the  good  and  virtuous,  is  become  a  nest 
to  these  noxious  vermin  :  it  has  therefore  become  the  part 
of  prudence,  and,  in  its  effects,  of  necessity,  to  put  an  end  to 
such  proceedings  in  future,  by  the  most  speedy  and  effectual 
measures  for  the  publick  good. 

Be  it  therefore  Resolved,  That  no  manner  of  person,  after 
the  first  of  April  next,  presume  to  move  into  this  District, 
without  producing  to  this  Committee  a  certificate,  signed  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  from  whence  they  last  re- 
moved, of  their  being  friendly  to  the  cause  of  their  bleeding 
country. 

Benjamin  Sands,  Chairman. 


Signed  by  order  : 


To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  New- 

YOBK. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Bernard  Romans,  showeth : 

That  your  humble  Petitioner  was  some  time  since  at 
Philadelphia,  with  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress, 
upon  the  business  of  his  then  office,  and  that  he  then  and 
there  had  the  pleasure  to  meet  with  an  entire  approbation 
of  his  conduct. 

Whereupon  said  honourable  Congress  passed  a  vote  that 
it  was  reasonable  your  humble  Petitioner  should  be  paid  up 
to  the  date  of  his  new  commission.  In  consequence  of 
which,  a  resolve  was  made,  which  your  bumble  Petitioner 
has  brought  here,  and  which  has  been  laid  before  your  ho- 
nourable Board.  The  time  is  now  expired  in  which  your 
humble  Petitioner  was  to  have  appeared  at  the  head  of  his 
company,  and  want  of  money  prevents. 

Your  humble  Petitioner  therefore  prays  an  order  may  be 
granted  him,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolves  of  Congress,  that 
he  may  be  enabled  to  proceed,  and  save  his  honour. 

And  your  Petitioner  shall  ever  pray,  he. 

B.  Romans. 
New- York,  March  18,  1776. 


JOHN    HASBHOUCK    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Marblelown,  March  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  understand  that  Mr.  Cantine,  one  of  our 
Delegates,  is  gone  down  to  Neiv-  York,  and  intends  to  ap- 
ply to  Congress  for  commissions  for  a  company  of  Grena- 
diers for  the  township  of  Marbktown.  If  this  is  granted,  it 
will  create  a  great  disturbance  in  the  companies  in  said  town- 
ship, and  will  throw  our  companies  into  great  confusion. 
I  hereby  only  let  you  know  the  state  of  the  case  as  it  stands  ; 
and  you  may  do  in  that  case  as  you,  in  your  great  wisdom, 
judge  will  answer  to,  and  for,  the  American  union  and  inte- 
rest. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  most  humble  ser- 

'  John  Hasbrouck.* 

To  Colonel  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  President  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  at  New-York. 


STRATFORD    (faIRFIELD    COUNTY,    CONNECTICUT)    COM- 
MITTEE. 

Stratford,  Connecticut,  March  18,  1776. 

On  the  10th  instant,  (Sunday,)  Mr.  Jeremiah  Leaming, 
Missionary  at  Norwalk,  baptized  a  child  in  the  Episcopal 
Church  at  Stratford,  and  called  it  by  the  opprobrious  name 
of  Thomas  Gage,  the  parson  of  the  parish  being  present 
at  the  same  time.  This  religious  manoeuvre  gave  great  dis- 
gust. People  in  general  viewed  this  transaction  as  a  de- 
signed insult  and  ridicule  upon  the  cause  of  liberty,  which 
the  Americans  are  now  engaged  to  support  against  the  arbi- 
trary and  oppressive  measures  of  the  British  Parliament. 
Whereupon  Mr.  Leaming,  being  duly  notified,  appeared  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  this  town. 

•  [The  original  is  endorsed — "M*bch  21,  1776. — A  letter  from  John 
Hasbrouck,  of  Marbleto-wn.  This  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  that  no 
notice  be  taken  thereof  on  the  Minutes."] 


He  owned  that  he  had  been  previously  informed  that  a 
child  would  be  prosenti-d  to  him  for  baptism,  and  that  the 
parents  had  proposed  to  give  it  that  natne  ;  but  said  some- 
body informed  him  at  the  same  time  that  the  jjareuts  had 
been  dissuaded  from  it ;  however,  when  it  was  offered  by 
that  name,  he  without  any  hesitation  baptized  it.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  he  thought  the  parents  were  imprudent, 
and  that  he  disliked  it ;  but  pleaded  in  his  own  excuse  the 
obligation  he  was  under  by  the  rules  of  the  Rubrick,  which, 
he  said,  directed  him  to  receive  the  name  from  the  god- 
fathers and  god-mothers,  and  to  pronounce  that  name  in 
baptism ;  and  that  he  did  not  look  upon  himself  at  liberty 
to  dispense  with  the  name  given  by  the  sponsoi-s.  Beino- 
asked  why  he  did  not  object  when  the  name  was  given  him" 
he  said  it  was  unexpected,  and,  being  on  a  sudden,  the  pro- 
priety of  objecting  did  not  come  into  his  mind ;  but  he  de- 
clared he  had  no  unfriendly  intention  in  it,  however  it  might 
appear  in  that  light.  He  professed  to  have  always  a  high 
esteem  of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  this  Colony. 

The  Committee  having  heard  Mr.  Learning's  exculpa- 
tion, and  considered  thereof,  and  made  all  charitable  allow- 
ances they  were  able,  are  of  opinion  that  he  has  not  made 
It  appear  to  their  satisfaction  that  he  is  really  innocent  of 
haying  had  a  design,  by  the  above  transaction,  to  insult  and 
ndicule  the  Continental  struggle  in  the  defence  of  their  just 
rights,  which  are  most  wickedly  and  injuriously  invaded. 
But  yet,  out  of  a  tender  regard  to  Mr.  Learning's  office, 
and  connection  with  the  people  of  his  charge,  (most  of 
whom,  we  understand,  are  true  friends  to  the  liberties  of 
America,)  judge  it  most  ex]jedient  only  to  state  the  facts, 
and  submit  it  to  the  publick,  to  make  what  judgment  they 
please ;  and  to  the  candid  friends  of  their  county,  to  treat 
the  saitl  Mr.  Leaming  with  that  regard  which  they  shall 
judge  his  person  and  character  deserve. 

Signed  by  order  of  Committee. 

Attest:  Joseph  Curtiss,  Clerk. 


GOVERNOUB  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  14th  instant,  in  which 
you  inform  me  the  enemy  have  embarked  their  troops  on 
board  a  number  of  transports,  and  are  now  making  a  shame- 
ful retreat  from  Boston ;  and  that  their  destination  is  con- 
jectured to  be  either  for  Halifax  or  New-  York — the  latter 
place  most  probable.     I  should,  on  my  part,  rather  conjec- 
ture that  their  women  and  children,  with  the  Tory  families, 
(if  any  on  board,)  are  for  Halifax,  and  the  troops  for  New- 
York,  &.C.,  if  they  mean  to  evacuate  that  town.    But  may 
it  not  be  probable,  notwithstanding  all  appearances,  that  the 
enemy,  expecting  an  attack  on  Boston,  are  only  clearing  off 
all  incumbrances,  and  sending  off  their  (at  present)  useless 
baggage,  in  order  to  be  better  able  to  withstand  your  attack, 
and  to  give  you  a  more  warm  reception,  and,  if  possible,  a 
fatal  repulse  ?     A  hint  of  this  I  dare  say  you  will  not  take 
amiss,  though  I  entertain  not  the  least  doubt  of  your  great- 
est attention  and  utmost  precaution  to  guard  yourself  against 
the  subtle  wiles  and  artful  intrigues  of  an  artful  enemy,  as 
well  as  their  open  force  and  violence.     But  appearances,  I 
fully  agree,  most  probably  point  at  New-York ;  and  as  a 
request  from  you,  on  all  these  publick  occasions,  comes  with 
the  greatest  force,  (notwithstanding  we  have  great  drafts  of 
men  from  this  Colony  to  various  quarters,  and  have  now  at 
New-York,  in  consequence  of  your  late  requisition  by  Gene- 
ral Lee,  two  regiments,  amounting  to  fifteen  hundred  men, 
which,  just  as  I  received  yours,  had  despatched  orders  to 
them  to  continue  in  service  till  further  directions ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  your  last  request,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
importance  of  securing  New-  York,  and  the  advantage  of  a 
prior  possession,)  have  given  orders  to  the  Field-Officers  of 
several  regiments  in  this  Colony  nearest  New-York,  and 
where  they  may  arrive  at  that  place  with  the  greatest  ex- 
pedition, immediately,  by  detachments,  to  draft  out  and  for- 
ward, by  land  or  water  to  New-York,  twenty  companies, 
consisting  of  ninety  men  each,  including  officers,  (to  admit 
of  no  delay,)  and  there  to  put  themselves  under  the  com- 
manding officer  at  that  place,  and  remain  till  relieved  by 
such  part  of  your  Army  as  you  think  proper  to  send  there ; 
at  the  same  time,  as  a  very  busy  season   for  farmers  is 
soon  approaching,  am  obliged  to  let  them  know  that  it 
is  most  probable  they  will  soon  be  released  and  discharged, 


407 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MARCH,  1776. 


408 


unless  such  as  may  choose  to  inlist  themselves  for  further 
service. 

On  occasions  like  the  present,  the  Fiekl-Officers  of  the 
Militia  are  sent  to  command  their  regiments,  according  to  a 
former  law  of  this  Colony,  in  case  of  alarm ;  and  I  have 
ordered  their  proper  Field-Ofiicei-s  to  take  conmiand  accord- 
ingly. 

As  we  are  obliged  now  to  drain  off  our  Militia,  so  as  to 
leave  our  sea-co;ists  bare  of  men,  and  as  an  attack  may  very 
suddenly  be  made  upon  some  posts  thereof,  even  in  the  pre- 
sent movements  from  Boston,  1  cannot  but  request  that,  in 
the  march  of  your  troops  to  Sew-  York,  they  may  be  di- 
rected to  take  their  route  on  or  near  the  sea-coast,  which 
will  be  nearer  than  through  Hartford,  and  a  much  drier 
road  at  this  season,  as  thereby  they  will  be  a  guard,  and 
ready  to  oppose  the  enemy,  if  any  such  attempts  should  be 
made  ;  at  the  same  time  making  their  approach  to  Neic- 
York  as  expeditiously  as  any  other  way,  unless  delayed  by 
opposing  the  enemy,  which  I  am  in  hopes  there  may  be  no 
occasion  for. 

I  have  ordered  Captain  Nilcs  to  keep  a  good  look-out  for 
the  enemy,  as  far  as  Block-Island  and  Montauk  Point ;  and 
if  any  intelligence  from  him  of  consequence,  shall  imme- 
diately acquaint  you  therewith. 

And  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  your  most  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  Jonathan  Trumbull. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

ADMIRAL  HOPKINS  TO  LIEUTENANT  HINMAN. 

On  board  the  Alfred,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  being  appointed  Master  of  the  Ship  Endeavour, 
you  are  to  keep  company  with  the  fleet  until  further  orders ; 
but  if  you  should  lose  company,  you  are  to  use  your  best 
endeavours  to  get  into  Providence.  If  you  cannot  get  in 
there,  you  are  to  go  in  on  the  east  side  of  Rhode-Island, 
or  Howland's  Ferry,  under  the  Fort,  or  into  New-London. 
And  whenever  you  get  into  port,  you  are  to  land  your  guns 
and  stores,  and  send  to  Govemour  Nicholas  Cooke,  at  Pro- 
vidence, or  Governour  Trumbull,  for  further  orders,  until  you 
hear  from  me.  E^^^^  Hopkins. 

To  Elisha  Hinman,  Esq. 


ADMIRAL  HOPKINS  TO  DARTMOUTH  COMMITTEE. 

On  board  the  Alfred,  March  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  understand,  by  Captain  Jennings,  that 
you  are  in  want  of  guns ;  and  I  have  sent  by  him  two 
nine-pound  guns  and  some  shot,  which  please  to  accept, 
and  make  such  use  of  tiiem  as  you  think  best ;  and  if  oppor- 
tunity permits,  send  the  shot  he  has  on  board,  that  are  too 
big  for  your  guns,  to  Providence,  or  Howland's  Ferry,  and 
you  will  oblige  your  and  your  country's  friend, 

EsECK  Hopkins. 
To  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Dartmouth. 


JAMES    OTlS    TO    BENJAMIN    GREENLEAF. 

Barnstable,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  think  it  my  duty  to  write  the  honourable  Board 
the  reasons  of  my  non-attendance  on  them ;  which  are,  be- 
cause the  small-pox  has  been  in  my  neighlMurhood  for  a 
month  past,  near  my  house,  and  1  am  afraid  it  will  spread, 
as  one  ])erson  broke  out  on  the  last  fast  day,  and  I  am  afraid 
more  have  taken  the  distemper ;  which  has  confined  me  a 
good  deal  to  my  house,  and  should  be  loth  to  go  abroad  if 
1  thought  I  had  taken  the  infection,  and  am  willing  to  be 
pretty  certain  first,  so  that  I  do  not  think  it  proper  for  me 
to  venture  abroad  on  a  journey  until  next  week ;  and  if  I 
remain  in  health,  1  will  wait  on  the  honourable  Board 
some  time  that  week,  in  case  the  weather  and  other  circum- 
stances pennit.  I  want  much  to  be  at  Court,  to  let  them 
know  what  confusion  some  people  have  thrown  this  town 
and  County  into,  on  many  accounts.  This  town  had  their 
March  meeting  the  week  before  last,  and  would  not  choose 
tithing-men,  wardens,  and  grand  jurors,  for  the  year,  nor 
petit  jurors  for  our  next  court ;  nor  did  they  make  any  pro- 
vision as  to  the  last  Militia  act,  for  procuring  axes,  spades, 
shovels,  &.C.,  agreeable  to  said  act ;  and  1  find  the  disorder 
is  growing.  Yarmouth  copied  after  Barnstable  in  not 
choosing  jurymen.  The  case  is  this :  It  is  given  out  by  our 
Tories  that  there  is  no  law  ;  the  General  Court  is  said  to 
have  no  authority  to  appoint  Courts ;  the  General  Congress 
is  despised  and  contemned,  and  so  is  all  authority  in  this 
Tory  County ;  the  paper  currency  depreciated,  and  some 
folks  won't  take  it  on  any  account.  And  if  I  may  be  allowed, 
I  would  make  a  few  queries,  viz :  Whether  the  General 
Court,  and  more  especially  the  Council,  as  governours,  have 
shown  that  fiminess  and  resolution  tliat  is  necessary  in  tliis 
time  of  difficulty  as  to  our  publick  affairs  in  general.  2dly. 
Whether  too  much  attention  has  not  been  paid  to  that  part 
of  the  populace  that  incline  to  anarchy,  which  have  pre- 
vented the  Court  and  military  establishments  ;  which,  in  my 
opinion,  leads  to  this  confusion  through  ,this  part  of  the  Go- 
vernment. I  have  one  request  more,  which  is,  that  our 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  and  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  to  be  held  in  this  County  (by  law)  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April,  may  be  adjourned  until  the  last  Tuesday 
of  June  next,  the  time  which  our  June  Court  sits.  By  that 
time  some  of  our  difficulties  may  possibly  be  got  over,  and 
others  subside.  I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  freedom ;  and 
such  part  of  my  scribbling  you  will  communicate  as  you 
think  proper. 

1  am  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Otis. 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esquire,  or  to  the 
Honourable  John  Winthrop,  Esq.,  in  Watertovm. 


GOVERNOUR    COOKE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  favoured  with  yours  of  the  8th  and  14th  in- 
stant, to  which  I  have  paid  the  greatest  attention.  The 
several  regiments  of  Militia  are  ordered  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  march  in  case  the  enemy  should  land  in  this 
Colony,  and  the  General  Assembly  is  called  to  meet  this 
day.  As  a  part  of  the  Army  in  Boston,  supposing  them  to 
be  destined  to  the  southward,  might,  with  but  little  loss  of 
time,  land  upon  and  destroy  Rhode-Island,  and  cut  off  the 
troops  there,  without  some  effectual  measures  are  taken  to 
oppose  them,  1  thought  these  steps,  which  were  all  it  was 
in  my  power  to  take,  necessary.  I  also  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest to  your  Excellency  the  propriety  of  ordering  a  part  of 
the  forces  designed  for  Neiv-York  to  march  through  this 
Colony.  The  route  will  not  be  much  farther,  and  they 
will  be  at  hand  to  repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy. 

1  shall  give  your  Excellency  the  earliest  intelligence  of 
every  motion  of  the  enemy  that  shall  come  to  my  know- 
ledge. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  iv  r'       „ 

'  JNicHOLAs  Cooke. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


MARYLAND     COUNCIL     OF    SAFETY    TO    GEORGE     MASON     AND 
JOHN    DALTON. 

[No.  66.]  Annapolis,  March  19, 1776. 

Gentlemen:  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  the  15th,  we 
have  directed  Colonel  Beall  to  deliver  to  your  order  ten  bar- 
rels of  gunpowder.  We  shall  do  everything  in  our  power 
to  promote  the  general  welfare ;  and  for  that  purpose  are 
now  increasing  our  Marine. 
We  are,  Sic. 

To  George  Mason  and  John  Dalton,  Esquires. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF     SAFETY   TO   VIRGINIA     COMMITTEE 

OF    SAFETY. 
[No.  67.]  Annapolis,  March  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  your  favour  of  tlie  9th  of  this 
month  ;  and  as  we  are  convinced  of  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing the  beacons  in  the  manner  you  propose,  on  the 
points  of  the  river  Potomack,  we  shall  readily  join  you  in 
any  expense  that  may  attend  the  erection  of  them,  and  have 
appointed  the  Honourable  George  Plater,  Esq.,  and  Briga- 
dier John  Dent,  to  act  with  the  gentlemen  nominated  by 
you  for  the  carrying  that  measure  into  execution.  We  shall 
acquaint  them  of  their  appointment,  and  we  are  persiraded 
they  will  attend  for  that  purpose,  on  any  notice  your  Com- 
missioners will  be  pleased  to  give  them.  We  have  heard 
little  of  the  Otter  and  her  tenders  since  their  leaving  this 
river,  except  that  they  pillaged  a  small  island  on  our  East- 
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em  Shore.  We  are  not  without  expectation  of  another 
visit  from  them,  and  shall  be  extremely  obliged  for  any  in- 
telligence you  may  be  pleased  to  communicate  to  us  of  their 
movements.     We  are,  &,c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia. 

P.  S.  We  have  just  received  a  letter  from  George  Ma- 
son and  John  Dalton,  Esquires,  requesting  the  loan  of  ten 
barrels  of  powder,  which  we  have  supplied  them  with  for 
the  use  of  your  Colony. 


MARTLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    GEORGE    PLATER    AND 
BRIGADIER-GENERAL    DENT. 

[No.  68.]  Annapolis,  March  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  In  consequence  of  the  enclosed  letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  desiring  us  to  appoint 
Commissioners  to  co-operate  with  the  gentlemen  nominated 
by  them  for  erecting  beacons  on  the  shores  of  the  river  Po- 
tomack,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  appoint  youreelf  and 
Brigadier  John  Dent ;  and  we  hope  it  may  be  agreeable  to 
you  to  attend  at  any  meeting  their  Commissioners  may  de- 
sire, in  carrying  that  necessary  measure  into  execution. 
We  are,  &tc. 

To  George  Plater,  Esq.,  and  Brigadier-General  Dent,  se- 
verally. 


MARTLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  19,  1776. 

Gentle»ien:  Captain  Tibbet,  in  a  brig  from  'Statia, 
purchased  and  loaded  by  Abram  Vanbibber,  for  our  Pro- 
vince, arrived  here  last  week.  The  Captain  applied  to  us 
for  orders,  agreeable  to  directions  he  had  received  for  that 
purpose  from  Vanbibber.  We  ordered  the  cargo  to  be 
landed  and  stored,  and  the  hands  to  be  discharged.  A  few 
days  since  application  was  made  to  us  for  the  sale  of  the 
brig  to  the  Congress,  which  we  agreed  to,  and  have  deli- 
vered her  up  with  the  guns,  stores,  k,c.  The  account  re- 
lative to  her  will  be  settled  in  a  few  days,  and  shall  be 
transmitted.  You  have  enclosed  a  list  of  the  goods  im- 
ported, all  of  which  will  be  forwarded  by  the  stages,  ex- 
cept the  duck ;  we  have  retained  this  till  your  orders.  It  is 
an  article  very  scarce  and  dear  in  this  city.  If  you  do  not 
want  the  whole  quantity,  we  can  sell  it  at  a  price  that  will 
leave  a  considerable  profit. 

Congress  have  advanced  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  exchanged  for  gold  and  silver  in  your  Province.  This 
money  would  have  been  sent  to  you  had  any  convenient 
opportunity  offered.  Robert  Alexander,  who  intended  for 
Maryland,  last  Sunday,  prevented  our  writing  by  the  Satur- 
day's post,  as  he  proposed  going  to  Annapolis,  and  could 
give  you  fuller  information  of  the  state  of  affairs  than  can 
be  contained  within  the  compass  of  a  letter. 

We  make  no  doubt  you  have  heard  various  reports  rela- 
tive to  a  Mr.  Temple,  who  came  passenger  in  the  packet, 
and  is  now  in  this  city.  Before  his  arrival  here  it  was  as- 
serted that  he  was  charged  with  despatches  from  the  Minis- 
try to  Congress ;  that  Courts  were  appointed  with  full  pow- 
ers ;  and  that,  if,  on  their  arrival  in  America,  the  different 
Assemblies  refused  to  treat,  they  were  to  treat  with  Congress. 
Temple,  on  his  arrival,  delivered  his  budget,  which  was 
truly  farsical,  being  only  a  button  of  his  coat,  in  which  was 
contained  a  scrawl  from  Arthur  Lee,  informing  Congress 
that  troops  were  to  sail  from  Ireland,  and,  for  other  particu- 
lars, referring  to  Temple,  who  could  give  information,  as  he 
(Lee)  had  acquainted  him  with  the  state  of  affairs,  and  the 
designs  of  Administration. 

We  have  never  seen  Temple ;  it  is  said  he  is  sick,  some 
say  he  is  mad.  From  his  conduct  in  taking  this  journey  to 
deliver  such  a  trifling  letter,  the  latter  opinion  seems  well 
founded.  The  packet  letters  are  yet  on  board  the  Asia 
man-of-war.  The  Postmaster,  it  is  reported,  has  refused 
to  deliver  any  letters  unless  the  postage  of  the  whole  is 
paid.  We  are  in  expectation  of  an  express  from  Boston. 
General  Washington  took  possession  of  Dorchester  Parish, 

which  commands  South  Boston.    It  is  said  by 's  letter 

to  Congress,  that  Howe  was  embarking  his  artillery,  stores, 
&,c.,  in  the  greatest  confusion. 

We  are,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants. 
The  Delegates  or  Maryland. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland.. 


president  OF  congress  to  baron  de  woedtke. 

Philadelphia,  March  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  wann  recommendations  in 
your  favour,*  and  in  hopes,  by  your  eminent  abilities,  you 
will  be  able  to  render  essential  service  to  the  cause  of  liber- 
ty, the  Congress  have  thought  proper  to  appoint  you  a  Bri- 
gadier-General in  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  I 
have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  their  commission. 

The  desire  of  Congress  is,  that  you  repair  to  New-York 
as  soon  as  you  can,  with  convenience,  and  there  wait  the 
arrival  of  the  Commissioners  going  to  Canada,  and  that 
you  accompany  them  to  that  Province,  where  you  will  jiul 
yourself  under  the  command,  and  receive  the  orders  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  that  Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Frederick   IViRiam  Baron   De   Woedtke,   Knight  of 
Malta,  Lc,  &c.,  &c.,  at  Philadelphia. 

•Pahib,  Augutt  30,  1775. 
Mr  DKiB  Master:  A  General  Officer  in  the  Horse,  who  is  of  th« 
highest  consideration  in  this  country,  interests  himself  much  in  the  cause 
ofJlmerica.  which  he  regards  as  the  cause  of  mankind  in  general,  and 
yours  in  particular.  I  am  not  allowed  to  name  him,  but  I  can  tell  you  he 
is  a  near  relation  of  that  man  in  Fratice  for  whom  you  have  the  greatest 
esteem.  He  has  a  cooler  head  and  a  purer  heart  than  his  relation,  and  ia, 
by  his  talents,  possessed  of  a  most  excellent  judgment  in  miliUry  affair*, 
and  of  military  merit;  he  is  by  his  sentiments  incapable  to  give  counte- 
nance to  any  solicitations  where  there  is  not  real  merit.  You  see,  sir, 
under  whose  guaranty,  and  at  whose  instigation,  I  have  the  honour  to  in- 
troduce to  you  the  Baron  of  tf'oedtke,  whom  he  knows  personally,  and  is 
confirmed  in  his  opinion  of  him  by  the  Baron  of  Gollz,  Plenipotentiary 
Minister  from  the  King  of  Prussia  to  this  Court,  of  whom  he  has  been 
very  particular  in  his  inquiries,  and  who  gives  him  the  highest  character, 
of  as  good  an  officer  of  horse  as  any  in  Europe,  and  as  honest  a  man. 
He  comes  to  offer  himself  to  assist  in  making  the  justest  cause  that  ever 
people  were  engaged  in  triumph— a  cause  that  has  made  a  people  the 
most  pacifick  in  the  world  the  most  warlike ;  their  virtue  animates  their 
courage,  and  their  oppressors  already  think  that,  what  they  vaiidy  flat- 
tered themselves  with,  of  easily  subjugating  them  to  their  views,  will 
not  be  easily  effected.  But  the  most  hcroick  virtue  will  not  immediately 
supply  that  knowledge  in  war  which  practice  only  gives. 

I  never  heard  talk  o{  English  American  Cavalry.  Notwithstanding, 
between  your  great  rivers  you  cannot  fail  of  having  vast  plains,  where 
Cavalry  must  always  decide  the  fate  of  battles.  Mr.  the  Baron  of 
Woedtke,  brought  up  in  the  finest  school  in  the  world  of  this  kind,  and, 
I  may  add,  by  the  hand  of  the  first  master,  employed  in  the  post  of 
Major  of  the  Prussian  Troops,  has  all  the  experience,  all  the  capacity 
which  can  be  wished  for  by  your  Colonies  to  form  a  body  of  Cavalry, 
and  to  conduct  them  when  formed.  They  may  depend  upon  his  zeal. 
He  has  suffered  for  three  or  four  years  in  a  cause  somewhat  parallel  with 
yours.  He  was  persecuted,  robbed  by  the  injustice  and  ingratitude  of  a 
Sovereign,  whom  he  had  so  loyally  and  happily  served,  who  placed  in 
him  the  greatest  confidence,  and  gave  him  to  hope  for  a  lot  the  most  for- 
tunate ;  but,  destitute  of  any  resource  against  his  tyrant,  he  abandoned  a 
country  in  which  he  was  born  and  educated,  to  look  for  one  that,  by  elec- 
tion, he  might  call  his  own  ;  where  he  hopes  to  signalize  himself  in  the 
glorious  defence  of  the  purest  liberty  that  ever  was  known ;  where  an 
asylum  is  to  none  refused,  and,  consequently,  a  generous  defender  has 
not  the  least  doubt  but  he  will  be  adopted  as  a  citizen  by  engaging  in  the 
American  cause.  He  has  already  espoused  the  sentiment,  and  wishea 
to  have  the  honour  of  being  called  the  countryman  of  Franklin,  Olis, 
Hancock,  Adams,  of  Dickinson,  of  Mifflin,  Middteton,  and  Rush,  of 
Generals  Washington,  Gates,  Lee,  Ward,  of  Putnam,  &c.,  the  names 
of  whom  will  be  revered  in  future  ages,  and  blessed  more  and  more, 
while  the  slave  of  Frederick,  to  whom  every  knee  at  present  bows,  but 
whose  name  will  be  handed  to  posterity  from  generation  to  generation 
with  a  growing  horror. 

The  Baron  of  Woedtke  desires  in  an  especial  manner  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance in  your  country  under  your  auspices,  and  will  use  all  his  efforts 
to  deserve  your  good  opinion.  I  beg  that  you  will  immediately  do  all 
that  will  depend  upon  you,  to  render  him  service,  and  that  he  may  get 
into  employ  as  soon  as  possible.  Vou  well  know  that  one  disgraced  by 
a  King  of  Prussia  has  very  little  to  depend  upon  in  that  country;  that 
his  patrimony  is  confiscated ;  all  his  appointments  stopped,  has  reduced 
him  to  very  great  distress;  to  the  point — he  was  obliged  to  the  succours 
of  some  friends  for  as  much  as  will  bear  the  expense  of  his  voyage  to 
you.  He  has  not,  from  his  birth,  imbibed  the  sweet  influence  of  the  laws 
of  Penn.  It  is  true,  from  twelve  years  of  age  he  has  been  employed  in 
a  useful  manner,  as  the  world  goes,  but  they  have  only  taught  him  to 
burn  powder  and  hew  off  lind)s.  If  he  can  assist  in  procuring  for  you  a 
sweet  rest  after  a  glorious  war,  he  will  be  happy,  from  his  education, 
bad  as  it  is,  that  his  work  may  contribute  to  join  the  simplicity  of  the 
Quaker  to  the  firmness  of  a  Brutus, 

Vou  will  have  here  joined  a  Memoir  of  bis  services. 

To  Dr.  FrankUn.  _ 

The  Baron  of  Woedtke,  Knight  of  the  order  of  Jerusalem  of  the  Pro- 
testant Religion,  is  a  subject  of  the  King  o(  Prussia,  and  was  a  general 
officer  to  that  Prince.  He  entered  the  service  in  the  year  1750,  a  volun- 
teer; in  1753  he  obtained  a  Cornetcy  of  Horse;  in  1756  he  was  appoint- 
ed Brigade-Major;  in  1758  the  King  appointed  him  Aid^Ie-Camp  and 
Major  of  Brigade  to  the  King's  own  command; — all  the  duties  of  which 
he  did  with  applause.  He  served  twenty-three  years  until  this  time  of 
his  arrival  in  France.  He  was  in  high  credit  and  esteem  with  the  King — 
more  so  with  the  young  Prince,  nephew  to  bis  Majesty,  about  whose 
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COMMISSION  FROM  THK  UNITED  COLONIES  OF  AMERICA  TO 
BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  SAMUEL  CHASE,  AND  CHARLES  CAR- 
ROLL,  ESqUIRES. 

T%e  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connec- 
ticut, New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the 
three  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  ViRfiiNiA, 
North-Carolina,  South-Carolina,  and  Georgia,  in 
Congress  assembled: 

To  Benjamin  Franklin,  Member  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Paris,  F.  R.  S.,  SfC,  fyc,  Sfc,  one  of  the 
Delegates  of  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania  ;  Samuel 
Chase,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of 
Maryland  ;  and  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton, 
in  the  said  Colony  q/" Maryland,  Esq.,  Greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  we,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence 
in  your  zeal,  fidelity,  abilities,  and  assiduity,  do,  by  these 
presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  or  any  two  of  you. 
Commissioners  for  and  on  behalf  of  us,  and  all  the  People 
of  the  United  Colonies  whom  we  represent,  to  promote  or 
to  form  an  union  between  the  said  Colonies  and  the  People 
of  Canada,  according  to  the  Instructions  herewith  delivered 
you,  and  to  such  as  you  may  hereafter  receive  ;  and  to  exe- 
cute all  such  matters  and  things  as  you  are,  or  shall  be, 
directed  by  your  said  Instructions.  And  we  do  require  all 
officers,  soldiers,  and  others,  who  may  facilitate  your  nego- 
tiations, or  promote  the  success  thereof,  to  aid  and  assist 
you  therein  ;  and  you  are,  from  time  to  time,  to  transmit  and 
report  your  proceedings  to  Congress. 

This  Commissi.  >i  to  continue  in  force  until  revoked  by 
this  or  a  future  Cor  ^ress. 

By  order  of  Congress : 

Dated  at  Philadelphia. 

John  Hancock,  President. 

In  Congress,  March  20,  1776. 

Instructions  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  Samuel  Chase,  and 
Charles  Carroll,  Esquires. 

Gentlemen:  You  are,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  to 
repair  to  Canada,  and  make  known  to  the  people  of  that 

person  he  was  placed;  but  the  unfortunate  death  of  that  young  Prince 
was  the  fall  of  the  Baron  of  Woedtke.  He,  from  his  station,  was  obliged 
to  inform  his  Majesty  of  the  death  of  his  beloved  nephew,  who  therefrom 
took  such  an  aversion  to  the  Baron,  that  he  could  not  bear  him  in  his 
sight.  So  far  did  he  carry  this  ill-placed  aversion,  that  he  obliged  a  man 
devoted  to  his  service  and  to  his  native  country,  to  seek  an  asylum  in  a 
strange  county,  without  friends;  but  he  has  been  happy  enough  to  gain 
the  countenance  of  some  of  the  most  illustrious  in  this  place. 

The  Baron  de  Gotz,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  I'rnssia,  has  certi- 
fied the  above  in  a  much  more  ample  manner  than  it  now  appears  in. 

Fi.nis,  ./luffust  30,  1775. 

8iB :  Before  the  Baron  de  Woedtke's  departure  for  Pennsylvania,  (his 
country  by  adoption,)  we  have  frequently  talked  over  the  men  of  merit 
with  whom  that  country  abounds  more  than  any  other  I  am  acquainted 
with,  and  whom  I  profess  to  honour  more  particularly.  I  have  not 
forgotten  you,  sir,  in  the  number,  though  I  had  not  the  honour  of  seeing 
you  more  than  one  short  day.  Having  told  him  that  you  are  descended 
from  one  of  the  most  ancient  noble  families  of  Picardy,  and  allied  to  the 
house  of  MaiUy,  and  knowing  that  he  is  also  allied  to  that  noble  family, 
it  has  made  him  desirous  of  being  more  particularly  recommended  to  you 
than  to  others  of  his  future  countrymen. 

The  Baron  is  a  man  equally  to  be  recommended  for  his  birth,  his  sen- 
timents, his  talents,  and  his  manners.  Born  a  subject  of  the  King  of 
Prussia,  was  employed  in  his  service  from  his  youth,  and  arrived  to  the 
rank  of  Major  of  Horse,  in  which  he  has  distinguished  himself  in  the 
armies  so  celebrated  in  Europe ;  but,  after  being  honoured  with  the  most 
intimate  confidence  of  this  Monarch,  as  impetuous  in  his  temjjer  as  en- 
lightened in  his  understanding,  he  incurred  his  disgrace  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  Court,  (and  what  Court  is  without  intrigues  ?)  His  revenues  being 
stopped,  he  is  under  the  necessity  of  quitting  his  country.  Preferable 
to  any  other  country,  where  his  reputation  would  not  fail  of  giving  him 
honourable  employ,  the  glory  which  the  Colonies  are  daily  acquiring,  and 
the  conformity  there  is  between  their  lot  and  his,  have  determined  him 
to  go  and  offer  his  services,  dam  defensoribns  istis  tempus  eg-et — whilst 
the  time  requires  such  defenders.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  is  one  of  the 
best  presents  which  Europe  can  make  at  this  critical  time  for  America, 
to  whom  they  have  so  many  crimes  to  expiate. 

With  this  confidence,  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  serve  America  by 
introducing  this  gentleman  to  you;  and  lay  hold  of  the  occasion  of  ho- 
nouring myself  by  recalling  me  to  your  remembrance. 

Europe  now  rings  with  the  report  of  the  exploits  of  the  Bostoniaus, 
the  eloquent  writings  of  the  Philadelphians,  the  courage  of  your  Militia, 
and  the  wisdom  of  your  Congress.  If  you  continue  united,  Athens, 
Sparta,  and  Thebes,  must  yield  to  you.  There  is  one  thing  that  I  am 
in  pain  about:  it  is,  how  you  can  get  places  for  the  numbers  who  must 
flock  to  you  from  all  parts.  If  I  was  not  sixty  years  of  age,  I  would  not 
be  the  last. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  distinguished  and  sincere  senti- 
ments, sir,  your  most  humble  servant,  Dubouuo. 


country  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  Congress  with  respect 
to  them. 

Represent  to  them  that  the  arms  of  the  United  Colonies, 
having  been  carried  into  that  Province  for  the  purpose 
of  frustrating  the  designs  of  tlie  British  Court  against  our 
common  liberties,  we  expect  not  only  to  defeat  the  hostile 
machinations  of  Govemour  Carleton  against  us,  but  that  we 
shall  put  it  in  tlie  power  of  our  Canadian  brethren  to  pur- 
sue such  measures,  for  securing  their  own  freedom  and  hap- 
piness, as  a  generous  love  of  liberty  and  sound  policy  shall 
dictate  to  them. 

Inform  them  that,  in  our  judgment,  their  interest  and  ours 
are  inseparably  united.  Tiiat  it  is  impossible  we  can  be 
reduced  to  a  servile  submission  to  Great  Britain  without 
their  sharing  in  our  fate ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  ob- 
tain, (as  we  doubt  not  we  shall,)  a  full  establishment  of  our 
rights,  it  depends  wholly  on  their  choice  whether  they  will 
participate  with  us  in  those  blessings,  or  still  remain  subject 
to  every  act  of  tyranny  which  British  Ministers  shall  please 
to  exercise  over  them.  Urge  all  such  arguments  as  your 
prudence  shall  suggest,  to  enforce  our  opinion  concerning 
the  mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  convince 
them  of  the  impossibility  of  the  war  being  concluded  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  Colonies,  if  we  wisely  and  vigorously 
co-operate  with  each  other.  To  convince  them  of  the  up- 
rightness of  our  intentions  towards  them,  you  are  to  declare 
that  it  is  our  inclination  that  the  people  of  Canada  may  set 
up  such  a  fonn  of  Government  as  will  be  most  likely  in 
their  judgment  to  promote  this  happiness  ;  and  you  are,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  to  assure  them  that  it  is  our  earnest  desire  to 
adopt  them  into  our  Union  as  a  sister  Colony,  and  to  secure 
the  same  genei-al  system  of  mild  and  equal  laws  for  them 
and  for  ourselves,  with  only  such  local  differences  as  may 
be  agreeable  to  each  Colony  respectively.  Assure  the  peo- 
ple of  Canada  that  we  have  no  apprehension  that  the 
French  will  take  any  part  with  Great  Britain ;  but  that  it 
is  their  interest,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  their  inclina- 
tion, to  cultivate  a  friendly  intercourse  with  these  Colo- 
nies. 

You  are,  from  this  and  such  other  reasons  as  may  appear 
most  proper,  to  urge  the  necessity  the  people  are  under  of 
immediately  taking  some  decisive  step  to  put  themselves 
under  the  protection  of  the  United  Colonies.  For  expe- 
diting such  a  measure,  you  are  to  explain  to  them  our 
method  of  collecting  the  sense  of  the  people,  and  conduct- 
ing our  affairs  regularly,  by  Committees  of  Observation 
and  Inspection  in  the  several  Districts;  and  by  Conven- 
tions and  Committees  of  Safety  in  the  several  Colonies. 
Recommend  these  modes  to  them.  Explain  to  them  the 
nature  and  principles  of  Government  among  freemen  ;  de- 
veloping, in  contrast  to  these,  the  base,  cruel,  and  insidious 
designs  involved  in  the  late  act  of  Parliament  for  making  a 
more  effectual  provision  for  the  government  of  the  Province 
of  Qjiebeclc.  Endeavour  to  stimulate  them,  by  motives  of 
glory,  as  well  as  interest,  to  assume  a  part  in  a  contest  by 
which  they  must  be  deeply  affected  ;  and  to  aspire  to  a  por- 
tion of  that  power  by  wliich  they  are  ruled ;  and  not  to 
remain  the  mere  spoils  and  prey  of  conquerors  and  lords. 

You  are  further  to  declare  that  we  hold  sacred  the  rights 
of  conscience,  and  may  promise  to  the  whole  people  solemnly, 
in  our  name,  the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  religion, 
and  to  the  clergy  the  full,  perfect,  and  peaceable  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  all  their  estates ;  that  the  government  of 
everything  relating  to  their  religion  and  clergy  shall  be  left 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  good  people  of  that  Province, 
and  such  Legislature  as  they  shall  constitute  ;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  all  other  denominations  of  Christians  be  equally 
entitled  to  hold  offices,  and  enjoy  civil  privileges,  and  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  be  totally  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  any  tithes,  or  taxes,  for  the  support  of  any 
religion. 

Inform  them  that  you  are  vested  by  this  Congress  with 
full  powers  to  effect  these  purposes ;  and,  therefore,  press 
them  to  have  a  complete  representation  of  the  people  as- 
sembled in  Convention,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  deli- 
berate concerning  the  establishment  of  a  fbnn  of  Govern- 
ment and  an  union  with  the  United  Colonies.  As  to  the 
terms  of  the  union,  insist  upon  the  propriety  of  their  being 
similar  to  those  upon  which  the  other  Colonies  unite.  Should 
they  object  to  this,  report  to  this  Congress  those  objections, 
and  the  terms  on  which  alone  they  will  come  into  our  Union. 
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Should  tliey  agree  to  our  terms,  you  are  to  promise,  in  the 
names  of  the  United  Colonies,  that  we  will  defend  and 
protect  the  people  of  Canada  against  all  enemies,  in  the 
same  manner  as  we  will  defend  and  protect  any  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  establish  a  free  Press,  and  to  give  directions 
for  the  frequent  publication  of  such  pieces  as  may  be  of 
service  to  the  cause  of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  settle  all  disputes  between  the  Canadians  and 
the  Continental  Troops,  and  to  make  such  regulations  relating 
thereto  as  you  shall  judge  proper. 

You  are  to  make  a  strict  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the 
cause  of  the  imprisonment  of  Colonel  Diifee,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Nefeu,  Major  St.  George  Dupree,  and  Major  Gray, 
officers  of  Militia ;  and  of  John  Fraser,  Esq.,  late  a  Judge 
of  Police  at  Montreal,  and  take  such  order  concerning  them 
as  you  shall  judge  most  proper. 

In  reforming  any  abuses  you  may  observe  in  Canada, 
establishing  and  enforcing  regulations  for  preservation  of 
peace  and  good  order  there,  and  composing  differences 
between  the  troops  of  the  United  Colonies  and  the  Ca- 
nadians, all  officers  and  soldiers  are  required  to  yield  obe- 
dience to  you. 

And  to  enforce  the  decisions  that  you,  or  any  two  of  you 
may  make,  you  are  empowered  to  suspend  any  military 
officer  from  the  exercise  of  his  commission  till  the  pleasure 
of  the  Congress  shall  be  known,  if  you,  or  any  two  of  you, 
shall  think  it  expedient. 

You  are  also  empowered  to  sit  and  vote  as  members  of 
Councils  of  War  in  directing  fortifications  and  defences  to 
be  made  or  to  be  demolished  ;  and  to  draw  orders  upon  the 
President  for  any  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  the  whole,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  works. 

Lasdy,  you  are,  by  all  the  means  you  can  use,  to  promote 
the  execution  of  the  resolutions  now  made,  or  hereafter  to  be 
made  in  Congress. 

Additional  Instructions. 

You  are  empowered  and  directed  to  promote  and  en- 
courage the  trade  of  Canada  with  the  Indian  Nations,  and 
grant  passports  for  carrying  it  on,  as  far  as  it  may  consist 
with  the  safety  of  the  troops  and  the  publick  good. 

You  are  also  directed  and  authorized  to  assure  the  inha- 
bitants of  Canada  their  commerce  with  foreign  nations  shall, 
in  all  respects,  be  put  on  an  equal  footing  with  and  encour- 
aged and  protected  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  trade  of  the 
United  Colonies. 

You  are  also  directed  to  use  every  wise  and  prudent 
measure  to  introduce  and  give  credit  and  circulation  to  the 
Continental  money  in  Canada. 

In  case  the  former  resolution  of  Congress,  respecting  the 
English  American  Ti-oops  in  Canada,  has  not  been  carried 
into  effect,  you  are  directed  to  use  your  best  endeavours  to 
form  a  battalion  of  the  Neio-York  Troops  in  that  country, 
and  to  appoint  the  Field  and  other  officers,  out  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  continued  there  during  the  campaign, 
according  to  their  respective  ranks  and  merit ;  and  if  it 
should  be  found  impracticable,  you  are  to  direct  such  of 
them  as  are  provided  in  the  four  battalions  now  raising  in 
^ew-York,  to  repair  to  dieir  respective  corps.  To  enable 
you  to  carry  this  resolution  into  effect,  you  are  fiimished 
with  blank  commissions  by  the  President. 

By  order  of  Congress :       ■,         u       ,    p«„.,'j„«/ 

^  °  John  Hancock,  r resident. 


months  ago,  deserve  our  grateful  acknowledgments,  and  the 
esteem  of  our  constituents.  We  could  not,  indeed,  avail 
ourselves  of  the  la«t  favour,  because  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress was  necessary,  and  we  had  reason  to  be  ajiprehensive 
that  the  powder  would  have  been  sent  another  way,  where 
it  was  then  thought  more  necessary. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

James  Diiane, 
John  Alsop, 
John  Jay, 
Lewis  Morris, 
To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  New-  York. 


NEW-YORK    delegates    TO    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  par- 
ticular attention  the  enclosed  request  from  the  Delegates  of 
Maryland.  We  are  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  our  artillery  to  judge  whether  it  will  be  in  your 
power  to  oblige  a  sister  Colony  on  this  pressing  occasion. 
We  can  only  say  that  it  will  give  us  great  pleasure  if  you 
can  consistently  contribute  to  the  safety  of  Maryland,  from 
whose  Delegates  our  Colony  has  always  received  a  uniform 
and  zealous  support.  Their  friendship  in  procuring  an  in- 
struction from  their  Convention  expressly  directing  them  to 
move  and  use  their  endeavours  for  procuring  relief  to  our 
Colony  in  the  article  of  tea,  and  their  generous  offer  to 
supply  us  with  a  ton  of  their  scanty  stock  of  powder  some 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

PhilaJcIphia,  March  19, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Convention  of  Maryland  voted  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  to  defend  the  harbour  of  Baltimore 
town,  the  most  considerable  place  of  our  trade.  Fortifica- 
tions and  batteries  are  now  erecting ;  and  every  means  in  our 
power  to  procure  cannon  have  failed.  If  your  Colony  can 
spare  us  four  eighteen-pounders,  or  eight  twelves,  or  eight 
nines,  (which  shall  be  returned  as  soon  as  others  can  be  pro- 
cured,) they  will  be  of  infinite  service  in  defending  a  boom 
now  very  nearly  ready  to  be  laid  across  the  river. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

W.  Johnson,  Jun., 
SamitM,  Chase, 

Wlt«.IAM    PaCA. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Sakty. of  New-York. 


JOHN    WITHERSPOON    TO    LORD    STIRI^ING. 

Princeton,  March  19,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  I  am  this  day  favoured  with  your  Lordship's 
letter  of  the  17th,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  So- 
merset County,  and  shall  not  fail  to  lay  it  before  them  at 
their  first  meeting,  which  is  on  Wednesday  next  week,  the 
27th.  I  would  have  called  them  immediately,  but  the  no- 
tices could  not  be  sent  so  as  to  procure  a  meeting  above  two 
days  sooner,  as  one  of  their  number  is  gone  to  Philadelphia 
to  procure  powder,  and  it  would  have  been  very  disagreeable 
to  them  to  have  been  called  twice  in  so  short  a  time.  I 
shall  not  fail  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  of  the  resolution  of 
the  Committee ;  and  wishing  you  much  lawful  and  signal 
success  in  your  present  important  charge,  , 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  John  Witherspoon. 

To  Ijord  Stirling. 

m6seS   OGDEN  to  JOSEPH   hallett. 

Newark,  New-Jersey,  March  19,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  yesterday  attended  the  vendue  at  Eliza- 
hethtown,  and  purchased  a  quantity  of  coal,  to  fulfil  your 
order  for  shot ;  and  as  it  cannot  be  deUvered  without  the 
cash,  I  am  obliged  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  advance, 
and  send  me  by  the  bearer,  (Mr.  Garret  Jacobus,  one  of  our 
workmen,)  one  hundred  pounds,  who  will  give  you  a  receipt 
for  the  same.  We  have  everything  prepared  for  despatch 
as  soon  as  the  coal  arrives. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

MosEs  Ogden. 
To  Mr.  Joseph  Hallett,  New-York. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  March  19,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  this  evening,  by  express,  received  the 
two  enclosed  letters  from  General  Washington.  I  have 
communicated  the  contents  of  them  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Province,  and  shall  meet  them  to-morrow 
morning,  to  consult  on  such  measures  as  necessarily  arise 
from  this  intelligence.  The  Congress  may  be  assured  every 
step  will  be  taken  to  prepare  this  place  for  the  reception  of 
the  enemy.  The  work  is  great ;  not  a  moment  of  my  time 
is  left  unemployed  in  effecting  it. 

I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  16th  in- 
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slant,  last  night.  In  consequence  of  which,  I  ordered  five 
tons  of  the  powder,  destinecl  for  Cambridge,  to  proceed  im- 
mediately, and  the  rest  to  follow  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
shifted  into  proper  barrels,  which  would  have  been  accom- 
plished to-morrow,  and  sent  forward  ;  but  on  this  intelli- 
gence from  General  Washington,  and  a  message  which  this 
express  brings  from  Colonel  Mifflin,  that  everything  on  the 
road  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge  be  stopped,  and  sent  to  this 
place,  1  have  ordered  the  whole  eleven  tons  of  powder  to 
be  stored  here. 

You  may  depend,  sir,  that  General  Howe  at  first  intend- 
ed a  feint,  with  hopes  of  preventing  General  Washington 
possessing  himself  of  the  Heights  of  DorcAcs^cr ;  and  find- 
ing the  bait  did  not  take,  the  distress  of  his  Army,  and  his 
uneasy  situation  after  that  post  was  secured,  has  obliged 
him,  in  the  utmost  hurry  and  confusion,  to  make  a  real  em- 
barkation of  his  Army.  I  have  written  a  free  letter  to  Gene- 
ral Lee  on  our  situation  here,  which,  with  the  other  from 
General  Washington  to  him,  (after  the  Congress  has  pe- 
rused them,)  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward  to  him,  if  he 
has  left  Philadelphia. 

I  would  now  go  into  a  more  particular  detail  of  mattei's, 
but  the  hurry  of  business  renders  it  impossible.  I  will,  at 
every  moment's  leisure,  communicate  to  you  whatever  may 
be  of  consequence. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER  TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  29,  1776.] 

Albany,  March  19,  1776. 
.  Sir  :  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter,  dated  5th  March,  (rom  General  Wooster,  which  I 
yesterday  received.  It  is  far  from  being  improbable  that 
the  enemy  have  in  contemplation  the  plan  he  mentions. 
His  being  aware  of  it  will,  I  hope,  put  it  in  his  power  to 
render  it  abortive. 

Colonel  Warner's  conduct,  in  making  me  a  return,  on  the 
12th  of  February,  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  men 
being  engaged  by  him,  and  on  which  I  founded  a  warrant  for 
advancing  pay,  (a  copy  whereof  I  enclosed  you  in  mine  of 
the  13th  ultimo,)  is  extremely  outrd,  when  only  four  hundred 
and  seventeen  were  arrived  on  the  5th  instant. 

On  Saturday,  the  16th  instant,  two  sloops  arrived  here; 
but  that  with  the  heavy  cannon  and  shot  is  not  yet  come 
up,  although  I  desired  that  she  might  be  brought  up  as  far  as 
the  ice  would  permit,  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  first  fair 
wind  after  the  river  opened. 

The  whole  of  the  batteaus  I  was  ordered  to  build  will  be 
finished  in  eight  days,  as  far  as  they  can  be  for  want  of 
pitch  and  oakum,  which  is  not  yet  arrived  from  New-  York. 
I  have,  however,  a  sufficiency  to  transport  the  troops  now 
here. 

I  have  been  so  continually  crowded  with  business,  that  I 
have  not  had  time  to  copy  the  proceedings  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  till  lately,  and  now  enclose  them. 
I  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  numerous  meetings  I  have 
had  with  small  parties  of  Indians,  as  they  came  only  on 
begging  errands.  The  Six  Nations  have  sent  us  word  that 
they  will  soon  be  down.  They  always  expect  presents  on 
such  occasions,  but  we  have  nothing  to  give  them. 

The  Indian  Department  engrosses  so  much  of  the  time 
of  the  acting  Commissioners,  that  a  Secretary  is  absolutely 
necessary.  Should  Congress  be  pleased  to  make  the  ap- 
pointment, they  will  permit  me  to  recommend  Mr.  Robert 
Yates,  a  gentleman  in  whom  are  happily  combined  great 
good  sense,  a  facility  in  doing  business,  a  most  consummate 
virtue,  a  steady  friend  to  the  cause  ot  America,  and  to  whose 
exertions  in  tliis  quarter  the  publick  are  much  indebted. 
He  has  the  honour  to  be  known  to  most  of  the  Delegates 
from  this  Colony. 

March  20. — I  have  this  moment  received  another  letter 
from  General  Wooster,  of  the  13th  instant,  a  copy  whereof 
(No.  2)  I  also  enclose.  I  am  well  convinced  that  Gene- 
ral Wooster  has  sufficient  employment  in  the  militar)'  branch. 
The  civil  also  requires  great  attention,  in  the  present  critical 
state  of  Canada ;  and  I  fear  the  most  fatal  consequences, 
if  an  immediate  attention  is  not  paid  to  it.     This  induces 


me  to  repeat  my  former  request,  that  a  Committee  of  Con- 
gress may  he  sent. 

Sir  John  Johnson  was  this  day  in  town,  agreeable  to  my 
request ;  but  his  accusers  did  not  appear.  He  avows  that 
he  has  reported  that  the  Indians  have  thrown  out  threats 
that  they  would  fall  upon  us;  and  says  it  is  notorious  to 
many  of  our  friends  in  the  County  of  Tryon  that  they  have 
repeatedly  done  it. 

I  am  just  now  infomied  that  the  Indians  are  already  on 
their  way  to  this  place  to  hold  a  conference  with  us.  We 
shall  be  greatly  distressed,  as  we  have  nothing  to  give  them. 

The  heavy  cannon  amved  this  morning,  and  they  will  be 
moved  with  all  possible  despatch  to  Fort  George,  and  from 
thence  as  soon  as  the  lakes  are  passable.  Not  a  sailor  for 
vessels,  nor  any  artillerj'  companies,  are  yet  arrived  here. 

I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  repairing  the  old  Hos- 
pital in  this  city  to  lodge  the  troops.  Several  of  the  men 
are  down  with  the  small-j)ox.  I  have  had  them  removed  to 
a  distance  from  town. 

Apprehensive  that  difficulties  would  arise  in  transporting 
the  cannon  and  military  stores  from  hence  by  land,  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  when  the  roads  are  almost  impassable, 
and  frequently  overflowed  between  this  and  Fort  Edward, 
I  caused  ten  batteaus  to  be  built ;  and  happy  it  is,  as  the 
watere  are  now  out,  and  many  parts  of  the  road  rendered 
thereby  impassable.  In  the  transportation  of  these  stores 
only,  considerable  more  than  the  cost  of  the  batteaus  will 
be  saved,  even  if  the  water  had  not  rendered  the  roads  use- 
less ;  they  being  so  very  deep  that  carriages,  at  the  very 
utmost,  can  carry  only  half  loads.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  ven- 
ture a  ride  to  Fort  George  by  the  time  the  cannon  are  moving 
from  here,  that  they  may  not  be  retarded  on  the  way,  or 
on  their  arrival  at  that  place,  should  the  lakes  be  open. 

If  no  sailors  come  up  in  time,  I  will  man  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  vessels  with  men  from  the  troops  for  the  pre- 
sent occasion. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully  and  sincerely,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  ver\'  humble  servant,  r,  ^ 

■'  rHILIP    bCHUYLER. 

Hon.  John  Hancock. 

Montreal,  March  5,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  favours,  with  the  cash  by  Mr.  Benson,  came 
safe  to  hand  this  day  at  a  time  when  greatly  wanted  ;  what 
we  had  being  almost  entirely  expended.  Whether  I  shall 
be  able  to  borrow  money  of  the  merchants  upon  the  plan 
you  propose  or  not,  I  cannot  yet  tell.  I  have  consulted  Mr. 
Henry  upon  the  subject.  I  think  him  as  likely  to  succeed 
in  the  business  as  any  person  I  can  employ  ;  yet  I  imagine 
it  doubtful  whether  he  succeeds  or  not,  as  very  few,  if  any, 
of  the  merchants  have  any  remittance  to  make  in  the  Colo- 
nies, and,  in  general,  they  are  not  disposed  to  assist  us,  when 
it  can  be  avoided. 

I  am  happy  at  the  arrival  of  the  Commissaries,  and  shall, 
with  pleasure,  publish  your  orders  concerning  that  branch 
of  business.  I  have  no  doubt  but  there  have  been  many 
abuses,  and,  I  fear,  not  a  few  embezzlements.  I  have  at- 
tempted several  times  to  make  an  inquiry  thoroughly  into  the 
conduct  of  the  different  Commissaries  ;  but  our  critical  situa- 
tion, and  the  various  different  kinds  of  business  which  were 
absolutely  necessaiy  to  attend  to,  have  prevented  my  taking 
such  measures  as  I  could  have  wished.  There  was  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  provisions  left  at  St.  John's,  and  taken 
in  the  fleet ;  a  })art  of  what  was  taken  in  the  fleet  was  car- 
ried in  the  vessels,  and  has  since  been  sent  to  (^uebeck. 
There  has  been  a  number  of  poor  families  who  suffered 
greatly  about  St.  John's,  and  a  number  of  prisoners  in  the 
town,  who  have  been  supplied  with  provisions  through  the 
winter ;  yet  I  cannot  but  think  the  consumption  has  been 
greater  than  it  ought  to  be.  Your  orders,  I  hope,  will  prevent 
any  further  v^aste  of  provisions.  The  cost  of  transporting 
pork  across  the  lakes  is  greater  than  I  imagined.  I  hope  the 
four  hundred  barrels,  with  what  we  have  -in  hand,  and  what 
can  be  procured  here,  will  be  sufficient  for  us  until  the  lakes 
open.  I  have  sent  Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  the  train,  to  St. 
John's,  to  forward  some  of  the  cannon  and  artillery  stores 
from  that  place  to  Qiiebeck ;  a  part  of  which  have  already 
been  sent.  I  hope  that  whatever  you  send  from  Ticonde- 
rogo  will  arrive  in  a  few  days,  or  I  fear  the  passing  from 
this  to  Quebeck  will  be  difficult.  I  have  been  very  careful 
to  take  returns  of  all  the  troops,  as  they  arrive  from  the 
Colonies.     Of  Colonel  Warner's  Regiment,  which,  he  tells 
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me,  he  supposed  to  consist  of  between  seven  and  eight  hun- 
dred, there  have  four  hundred  and  seventeen  arrived,  and 
there  are  but  a  few  more  expected.  I  could  wish  that  some 
method  might  be  found  out  to  prevent  any  impositions  of 
this  kind.  I  am  of  opinion  that  we  shall  need  a  real  army 
in  this  Province — a  nominal  one  will  not  answer  the  pur- 
pose. I  hope  the  other  regiments  that  are  ordered  for  this 
country  will  not  turn  out  so  lightly.  I  imagine  you  have 
been  deceived  with  regard  to  Warner's  Regiment,  as  he 
tells  me  he  made  you  a  return  of  between  seven  and  eight 
hundred. 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  General  Lee  is  coming  into 
this  Province.  Perhaps  it  might  not  be  amiss  if  the  Con- 
gress should  think  proper  to  send  one  or  two  other  Generals 
with  him.  It  certainly  will  be  of  great  consequence  to  our 
cause  that  we  have  a  respectable  army  here  this  summer. 
We  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  correspond- 
ence kept  up  between  some  of  our  enemies  in  and  about 
this  town  and  the  King's  Troops  at  Swagotcha  and  JSiaga- 
ra;  and,  from  a  number  of  circumstances  collected  from  the 
Caughnawaga  Indians,  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  that 
there  is  a  plan  concerted  for  those  tixxips,  in  conjunction 
with  what  Canadians  can  be  collected  about  those  places,  a 
number  of  Indian  traders  and  their  workmen,  and  a  num- 
ber of  Savages,  to  make  a  descent  upon  this  town  when 
our  troops  are  gone  to  Quebeck.  Should  our  apprehensions 
prove  true,  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep  a  strong  garrison 
here.  I  have  sent  an  Indian,  who  lately  arrived  here  from 
Dr.  Wheehck,  (and  understands  English,  French,  and  In- 
dian,) among  several  of  their  tribes,  to  see  whether  he  can 
find  out  the  truth.  When  he  returns,  I*  shall  likely  be  bet- 
ter informed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

David  Wooster. 
To  General  Schuyler. 

Montreal,  March  13,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  have  sent  down  Mr.  Woohey  and  Monsieur  Beau- 
basin.  Woolsey  was  taken  prisoner  by  Major  Brown,  and 
set  at  liberty  upon  his  parole  of  honour  to  do  nothing  against 
our  Army.  He  afterwards  went  into  Quebeck,  and  headed 
a  party  in  an  attempt  to  take  some  of  General  Arnold! s  men 
prisoners,  but  failed  in  the  attempt,  and  was  afterwards  taken 
himself.  Monsieur  Beaubasin  is  represented  to  be  a  very 
dangerous  man,  and  a  most  inveterate  enemy;  who  is  re- 
ported to  have  intrigues  with  the  Indians,  and  was  over- 
heard to  advise  the  massacre  of  our  troops.  A  few  days 
since,  I  wrote  you  that  we  had  reason  to  apprehend  some 
mischief  contriving  against  us  in  the  upper  countries ;  since 
when,  a  Richard  Walker,  one  Goddard,  and  Lorimier,  (a 
Frenchman  and  Indian  interpreter,)  have,  in  a  secret  man- 
ner, left  this  place,  and  gone  to  the  upper  countries.  We 
have  heard  of  them  upon  their  way ;  and  it  is  said  that  Peter 
Johnson  (a  natural  son  of  Sir  WiUiam's,  who  sailed  from 
Quebeck  for  England,  stopped  at  Halifax,  and  has  come 
across  from  that  place  to  this,  and  was  disguised  here  for 
some  days  in  the  dress  of  a  Squaw)  has  gone  with  them. 
What  designs  may  be  forming,  we  cannot  certainly  tell ; 
but  most  likely  to  make  a  descent  upon  this  place  while  the 
most  of  our  troops  are  gone  to  Quebeck.  And  really  we  have 
very  few  men  to  spare  for  this  garrison  ;  and  there  has  not 
yet  arrived  from  the  Colonies  fifteen  hundred  men.  How 
many  more  we  may  expect  before  the  lakes  are  impassable, 
we  do  not  know  ;  but  I  could  wish  to  see  them  come  in  much 
faster.  Will  it  not  be  well  to  send  a  body  of  troops  to 
Oswego,  by  the  way  of  the  Mohawk  River  ?  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  back  Nations  of  Indians  were  invited  down 
here  this  spring  by  Carleton ;  but  am  unacquainted  whether 
any  belts  have  ever  reached  them  from  the  Congress — ^you, 
doubtless,  know.  If  they  have  received  none,  will  it  not 
be  advisable  to  send  to  them  as  soon  as  possible  ? 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  very  humble  servant, 

David  Wooster. 
To  General  Schuyler. 


GOVERNOUR  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Colony  of  Rhode-Island,  &c.,  East-Greenwich,  7 
March  19,  1776.        5 

Sir  :  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode 
Island,  &.C.,  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  timely  notice    To  Lord  Stirling. 


you  have  been  pleased  to  give  them  of  the  late  movement 
of  the  Ministerial  Troops.  The  necessary  orders  have,  in 
consequence  thereof,  been  given  to  the  Militia  of  this  Colony 
to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  should  any  attack  or  lodg- 
ment be  made  here  by  said  troojjs.  But  we  must  inform 
your  Excellency  that  tha  great  number  of  troojw  sent  out 
of  this  Colony  have  considerably  thinned  our  numbers  ;  that 
the  troops  raised  and  stationed  within  this  Colony  have 
necessitated  the  Colony  to  take  the  amis  out  of  the  hands  of 
a  great  part  of  the  Militia ;  which  hath  made  us  greatly  de- 
ficient in  arms.  The  singular  situation  of  this  Colony  will, 
we  hope,  excite  your  Excellency's  immediate  attention. 
Rhode-Island,  and  the  many  other  islands  in  our  bays  and 
rivers,  with  the  extensive  sea-coast,  render  it  very  difficult 
to  defend  ourselves  against  the  present  Ministerial  Forces. 
What  our  situation  must  be  if  a  large  armed  force  should 
make  a  landing  upon  Rhode-Island,  or  any  other  part  of  the 
Colony,  your  Excellency  may  as  easily  suggest  as  we  can 
describe.  It  will,  we  are  sure,  be  your  Excellency's  great 
concern  to  defend  every  part  of  the  Continent  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. Should  your  Excellency  see  fit  to  order  any  part  of 
the  forces  from  the  vicinity  of  Boston  to  any  of  the  Southern 
Colonies,  we  would  wish  your  Excellency  to  order  their 
march  through  this  Colony,  by  the  sea-shore,  that  we  might 
have  the  chance  of  their  being  present  should  the  Colony  be 
immediately  invaded.  And  whether  it  may  not  be  necessary 
that  a  considerable  force  should  be  immediately  stationed 
here  till  the  intention  of  the  enemy  can  be  known,  we  also 
submit  to  your  Excellency.  We  are  extremely  solicitous  of 
all  the  assistance  your  Excellency  can  afford  us,  consistently 
witli  the  general  good  ;  and  doubt  not  but  the  utmost  atten- 
tion will  be  paid  by  your  Excellency  to  our  peculiarly  dis- 
tressed and  dangerous  situation. 

At  the  request  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Assembly,  I 
subscribe  myself  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant,  ivr  /-. 

'  JNlCHOLAS    CoOKE. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO   LORD    STIRLING. 

Cambridge,  March  19,  1776. 

Mv  Lord  :  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favour  of  the  11th  instant,  and  to  give  you  every  congratu- 
lation upon  your  late  appointment  by  the  honourable  Con- 
gress. If  the  intelligence  is  true,  and  to  be  depended  upon, 
which  was  brought  by  the  gentlemen  to  New- York,  I  think 
with  you,  that  we  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  securing  and 
putting  the  Continent  in  a  tolerable  posture  of  defence,  and 
that  the  operations  of  the  summer's  campaign  will  not  be  so 
terrible  as  we  were  taught  to  expect  from  the  accounts  and 
denunciations  which  the  Ministry  have  held  forth  to  the 
publick.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that,  on  the 
morning  of  the  17th  instant,  General  Howe,  with  his  Army, 
abandoned  the  town  of  Boston  without  destroying  it — an 
event  of  much  importance,  and  which  must  be  heard  with 
great  satisfaction — and  that  we  are  now  in  full  possession. 
Their  embarkation  and  retreat  were  hurried  and  precipitate ; 
and  they  have  left  behind  them  stores  of  one  thing  and  ano- 
ther to  pretty  considerable  account ;  among  which  are  seve- 
ral pieces  of  heavy  cannon  and  one  or  two  mortars,  which 
are  spiked.  The  town  is  in  a  much  better  situation,  and 
less  injured,  than  I  expected  from  the  reports  I  had  received ; 
though,  to  be  sure,  it  is  much  damaged,  and  many  houses 
despoiled  of  their  valuable  furniture.  The  fleet  is  still  in 
King  and  Nantasket  Roads ;  and  where  they  intend  to  make 
a  descent  next,  is  altogether  unknown  ;  but,  supposing  JVew- 
York  to  be  an  object  of  much  importance,  and  to  be  in  their 
view,  I  must  recommend  your  most  strenuous  and  active 
exertions  in  preparing  to  prevent  any  designs  or  attempts 
they  may  have  against  it.  I  have  detached  the  Riflemen 
and  five  battalions  from  hence  to  your  assistance,  which  will 
be  followed  by  others  as  circumstances  will  allow.  Tliese, 
with  what  forces  you  have,  and  can  assemble,  if  there  should 
be  an  occasion,  I  trust  will  be  sufficient  to  hinder  the  enemy 
from  possessing  the  city,  and  making  a  lodgment,  till  the 
main  body  of  this  Army  can  arrive. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 
and  bumble  servant,  q^^^^^  Washington. 
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GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Cambmlgc,  March  19,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  The  17th  instant  Mr.  Bennett  handed  me 
your  favour  of  the  9th.  It  mortifies  me  beyond  expression 
to  find  the  troops  going  to  Canada  so  badly  provided  with 
arms.  I  have  so  often  mentioned  the  situation  we  are  in 
from  the  same  cause,  that  I  shall  not  trouble  you  more 
thereon  ;  indeed,  your  letters  and  mine  seem  echoes  to  each 
other — enumerating  our  mutual  difficulties.  Should  success 
crown  our  labours,  the  reflection  will  not  be  disgraceful. 

A  short  detail  of  what  has  happened  here  since  I  wrote 
you  last  will,  I  dare  say,  afford  you  pleasure.  The  night 
of  the  4th  instant  we  possessed  oureelves  of  Dorchester 
Heights,  which  alarmed  the  enemy  so  much  that  they  made 
their  dispositions  to  engage  us  ;  which  was  what  I  most  ear- 
nestly wished  for.  But  a  violent  storm  coming  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  5th,  gave  us  time  to  strengtlien  our  works,  and 
cooled  the  enemy's  ardour.  From  that  moment  they  made 
all  possible  diligence  in  preparing  to  move  off.  Our  advan- 
cing still  closer  to  them  on  the  16th  (by  taking  post  on  an 
eminence  called  Nook^s  Hill,  which  commands  their  works 
on  the  neck  of  land  which  separates  the  town  from  Roxbury, 
and  also  commands  the  south  part  of  Boston)  has  obliged 
the  enemy  to  take  to  their  ships,  which,  rather  precipitately, 
they  effected  on  the  17th,  in  the  morning,  leaving  behind 
them  about  thirty  pieces  of  excellent  cannon  and  two  mor- 
tars, (spiked,)  a  number  of  ball,  some  shells,  the  chief  part 
of  their  light-horse,  forage,  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  wheat, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  chaldron  of  coal,  salt,  mgs,  and 
blankets,  with  many  other  articles  too  tedious  to  mention. 
The  ships  now  lie  below  the  Castle,  extending  themselves 
to  Nantasket  Road,  about  nine  miles.  I  do  not  expect  that 
they  will  pay  us  another  visit;  though,  as  a  number  of 
transports  have  appeared  this  morning  to  have  joined  them, 
they  may  be  tempted ;  which  will  prevent  my  sending  off 
any  more  troops  until  they  quit  the  hai'bour.  It  is  uncer- 
tain where  they  may  go  from  hence.  Long-Island  or 
New-York  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  place  of  their  destination. 
I  have  sent  off  a  Rifle  Regiment  and  five  battalions  to  New- 
York;  and,  when  I  can  be  certain  of  their  having  fairly  left 
these  parts,  I  shall  remove  the  rest  of  the  Army  there,  where 
I  shall  have  great  pleasure  to  meet  you  in  tolerable  health. 

The  return  of  the  troops  with  General  Arnold  is  re- 
ceived; also,  the  depositions  respecting  Colonel  Allen's 
usage,  which  has  been  very  cruel. 

I  am  in  hopes  we  shall  be  able  to  collect  some  hard 
money  fit)m  the  inhabitants  of  Boston.  If  we  do,  you  shall 
soon  be  infomied  thereof. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Commissary   (Mr. 

Chamier)  relative  to  the  subsistence  of  the  prisoners  in  our 

possession ;  which,  I  believe,  is  settled  with  David  Franks, 

of  Philadelphia. 

I  remain,  &;c.,  ,-.  -.ir 

'        '  George  Washington. 

To  General  Schuyler. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO   JOHN    LANGDON. 

Cambridge,  March  19,  1776. 

Wrote  to  him  to  forward  the  Continental  powder  to  Camp 
immediately,  giving  him  an  account  of  our  possessing  our- 
selves of  Boston,  &;c.  G.  W. 

To  John  Langdon,  Esq. 

DR.  MORGAN  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Dr.  Morgan's  compliments  to  General  Washington:  Ha- 
ving received  a  present  of  an  exceedingly  handsome  and 
good  horse,  he  thinks  it  too  elegant  and  accomplished  an 
animal  not  to  wish  General  Washington  master  of  it.  He 
therefore  begs  the  General's  acceptance  of  it,  in  which  case 
he  shall  think  himself  very  happy  to  have  had  it  in  his 
power  to  furnish  him  so  noble  a  steed  at  a  time  when  he 
may  have  more  particular  occasion  for  a  good  riding  horse, 
either  for  his  own  use  or  that  of  Mrs.  Washington. 

Dr.  Morgan's  servant  now  attends  with  the  horse,  to 
deliver  it  to  whomsoever  the  General  shall  order  to  take 
charge  of  it.  * 

Tuepday,  March  19,  1776. 

•  [The  original  is  endorsed  by  General  Washington : — "  From  Dr. 
John  Morgan,  March  19,  1776.     The  offer  not  accepted."] 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  25,  1776.] 
Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I  inform  you  that, 
on  Sunday  last,  the  17th  instant,  alx)ut  nine  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  the  Ministerial  Aniiy  evacuated  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton, and  that  the  forces  of  the  United  Colonies  are  now  in 
actual  possession  thereof.  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you, 
sir,  and  the  honourable  Congress,  on  this  happy  event,  and 
particulariy  as  it  was  effected  without  endangering  the  lives 
and  property  of  the  remaining  unhappy  inhabitants.  1  have 
great  reason  to  imagine  their  flight  was  precipitated  by  the 
appearance  of  a  work  which  I  had  ordered  to  be  thrown  up 
last  Saturday  night  on  an  eminence  at  Dorchester,  which 
lay  nearest  to  Boston-Neck,  called  Nook's  Hill.  The 
town,  although  it  has  suffered  greatly,  is  not  in  so  bad  a 
state  as  I  expected  to  find  it ;  and  I  have  a  particular  plea- 
sure in  being  able  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  your  house  has 
received  no  damage  worth  mentioning ;  your  furniture  is  in 
tolerable  order,  and  the  family  pictures  are  all  left  entire  and 
untouched.  Captain  Cazneau  takes  charge  of  the  whole 
until  he  shall  receive  further  orders  from  you.  As  soon  as 
the  Ministerial  Troops  had  quitted  the  town,  I  ordered  a 
thousand  men,  (who  had  had  the  small-pox,)  under  com- 
mand of  General  Putnam,  to  take  possession  of  the  Heights, 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  fortify  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  their  return,  should  they  attempt  it ;  but  as  they  are 
still  in  the  harbour,  I  thought  it  not  prudent  to  march  off 
with  the  main  body  of  the  Army  until  I  should  be  fully 
satisfied  they  had  quitted  the  coast.  I  have  therefore  only 
detached  five  regiments,  besides  the  Rifle  Battalion,  to  New- 
York,  and  shall  keep  the  remainder  here  till  all  suspicion  of 
their  return  ceases.  The  situation  in  which  I  found  their 
works  evidently  discovered  that  their  retreat  was  made  with 
the  greatest  precipitation.  They  have  left  their  barracks, 
and  other  works  of  wood  at  Bunker's  Hill,  &.C.,  all  stand- 
bg,  and  have  destroyed  but  a  small  part  of  their  lines. 
They  have  also  left  a  number  of  fine  pieces  of  cannon, 
which  they  first  spiked  up  ;  also,  a  very  large  iron  mortar, 
and  (as  I  am  informed)  they  have  thrown  another  over  the 
end  of  your  wharf.  I  have  employed  proper  persons  to 
drill  the  cannon,  and  doubt  not  shall  save  the  most  of  them. 
I  am  not  yet  able  to  procure  an  exact  list  of  all  the  stores 
they  have  left ;  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  I  shall  take  care 
to  transmit  it  to  you.  From  an  estimate  of  what  the  Quar- 
tennaster-General  has  already  discovered,  the  amount  will 
be  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  pounds. 

Part  of  the  powder  mentioned  in  yours  of  the  6th  instant 
has  already  arrived.  The  remainder  I  have  ordered  to  be 
stopped  on  the  road,  as  we  shall  have  no  occasion  for  it  here. 
The  letter  to  General  Thomas  I  immediately  sent  to  him. 
He  desired  leave  for  three  or  four  days,  to  settle  some  of  his 
private  affairs  ;  after  which  he  will  set  out  for  his  command 
in  Canada.  I  am  happy  that  my  conduct  in  intercepting 
Lord  Drummond's  letter  is  approved  of  by  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sincere  respect,  sir,  your 

most  obedient  servant,  ^  i.r 

'  George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 
general  orders. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  14,  1776. 
(Parole, )  (C.'umtTsign ) 

Stark's,  Patterson's,  Webb's,  Greaton's,  and  Bond's  Re- 
giments, together  with  two  Companies  of  the  Artillery,  are 
to  march  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Heath,  who  will  receive 
his  orders  from  the  Adjutant-General  this  evening  at  Head- 
Quarters.  The  Quartermaster-General  will  furnish  them 
with  wagons,  and  the  route  by  which  they  are  to  march. 
The  men  are  to  be  supplied  with  five  days'  provisions,  good 
part  of  which  they  will  do  well  to  cook  before  they  leave 
Cambridge,  as  there  may  be  difficulty  in  doing  it  upon  the 
road.  The  General  again  reminds  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  other  regiments,  of  the  necessity  of  being  ready  for  a 
march,  as  they  may  not  have  more  than  an  hour's  notice. 

The  General  was  informed  yesterday  morning,  by  a  per- 
son just  out  of  Boston,  that  our  enemies  in  that  place  had 
laid  several  schemes  for  communicating  the  infection  of  the 
small-pox  to  the  Continental  Army,  when  they  get  into  the 
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town.  This  sliows  the  propriety  of  yesterday's  orders,  and 
the  absolute  necessity  of  paying  the  strictest  obedience 
thereto. 

All  officers  and  others  possessed  of  any  of  the  Continen- 
tal horses,  are  to  return  them  immediately  to  the  Quarter- 
master-General in  Cambridge. 

The  General  Court-Martial,  of  which  Colonel  Hutchinson 
was  President,  is  dissolved. 


(Parole,  Augustine.) 


Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  15,  1776. 
(Countersign,  Bristol.) 


The  Regiments  and  Companies  of  Artillery,  mentioned 
in  yesterday's  orders,  are  not  to  march  before  sunrise  to-mor- 
row morning,  when  everything  belonging  to  them  is  to  be 
ready  to  move  off.  The  men  are  not  to  put  their  packs  in 
the  carts  ;  their  provisions  being  carried  for  them,  the  Gene- 
ral expects  the  whole  to  carry  their  own  packs.  Any  offi- 
cer or  soldier  who  is  known  to  commit  any  waste  or  destruc- 
tion to  any  of  the  barracks,  or  barrack  utensils,  upon  their 
removing,  will  be  punished  with  the  utmost  severity.  The 
Quartermaster-General  to  order  his  Assistants  to  see  every 
article  taken  proper  care  of  when  the  troops  march, 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  16,  1776. 
(Parole,  Penaacola.)  (Countersign,  Havana.) 

As  the  weather  is  so  bad  and  the  roads  so  miry,  the  Re- 
giments and  Companies  of  Artillery,  ordered  to  march  this 
morning,  are  to  halt  until  to-morrow  evening. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  17,  1770. 
(Parole,  Boston.)  (Countersign,  St.  Patrick.) 

The  Regiments  under  marching  orders,  to  march  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  sunrise. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  18,  1776. 
(Parole,   The  Congress.)         (Countersign,  Liberty.) 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  19,  1776. 
(Parole,  PhilaUlfhia.)  (Counteisign,  Sidney.) 

Brigade-Major  Henly  being  ordered  to  attend  General 
Heath,  Brigade-Major  Cary  is  to  take  the  duty  of  both 
those  Brigades  until  further  orders,  and  is  therefore  upon 
no  account  to  be  absent  from  Cambridge. 

All  officers,  soldiers,  and  others,  are  positively  forbid  going 
into  the  town  of  Boston  without  a  pass,  or  being  sent  ex- 
pressly upon  duty.  As  soon  as  the  Selectmen  report  the 
town  to  be  cleansed  from  infection,  liberty  will  be  given  to 
those  who  have  business  there  to  go  in.  The  inhabitants 
belonging  to  the  town  may  be  permitted  to  return  to  their 
habitations,  proper  persons  being  appointed  at  the  Neck 
and  at  Charlestovm- Ferry  to  grant  them  passes. 

Cambridge,  March  15,  1776. 

Marching  Orders  -for  Colonel  Charles  Webb,  command- 
ing the  Nineteenth  Regiment  of  Foot. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  proceed  with  the  Regiment  under  your 
command  to  Norwich,  in  Connecticut,  according  to  the  route 
annexed.  In  case  of  extreme  bad  weather,  or  other  un- 
foreseen accidents,  you  are  obliged  to  halt  a  day  or  more 
between  this  place  and  Norwich,  you  will  acquaint  Briga- 
dier-General Heath,  who  is  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  Brigade  now  under  marching  orders,  and  receive  and 
follow  his  directions.  You  will  immediately  apply  to  Com- 
missary-General Trumbull  and  to  Quartermaster-General 
Colonel  Mifflin,  for  an  order  for  carriages  and  provisions 
for  your  march  to  Norwich.  Upon  your  arrival  there,  Bri- 
gadier-General Heath  has  his  Excellency  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief's directions  for  the  further  disposal  of  the  Bri- 
gade. 

His  Excellency  expects  you  will  preserve  good  order, 
and  exact  discipline  upon  your  march,  carefully  preventing 
all  pillaging,  marauding,  and  every  kind  of  ill-usage  or  in- 
sult to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  As  the  motions  of  the 
enemy  and  the  advanced  season  of  the  year  make  it  of  the 
utmost  consequence  that  not  a  moment  should  be  lost  that 
can  possibly  be  made  use  of  upon  your  march,  the  Ge- 
neral, depending   upon  your  zeal,  experience,   and   good 


conduct,  is  satisfied  that  on  your  part  no  vigilance  will  be 
wanting. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  t\m  1 5th  of  MarcA, 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
Route. — From  Rotbury  to  Mann's,  twenty-two  miles ; 
to  Providence,  nineteen  miles ;  to  Green's,  twenty  miles ; 
t()  Barnham's,  twenty  miles  ;  to  Norunch,  twelve  miles — 
ninety -three  miles. 

ORDERS    TO    captain    BALDWIN. 

Head-Qtiarters,  Cambridge,  March  16,  1776. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  to 
the  City  of  New-  York,  where,  being  arrived,  you  are  to  re- 
ceive and  follow  such  orders  and  directions  as  shall  be  given 
you  by  the  officer  commanding  the  Continental  Forces 
there.  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 
To  Jeduthan  Baldwin,  Esq.,  Assistant-Engineer. 

instructions    and    orders    for   BRIGADIER-GENERAL 
HEATH. 

Cambridge,  March  19,  1776. 

As  you  are  forthwith  to  take  upon  you  tlie  commad  of 
the  Brigade  now  upon  their  march  to  Norwich,  in  Connec- 
ticut, consisting  of  the  Fifth,  Sixteenth,  Nineteenth,  Twen- 
ty-fourth, and  Twenty-fifth  Regiments,  you  will,  without 
delay,  proceed  to  Norwich,  where  you  will  confer  with  the 
persons  appointed  to  provide  vessels  for  the  transportation 
of  the  troops  to  New-  York.  Despatch  and  secrecy  are 
necessary  in  embarking  and  sailing  with  thb  Brigade  from 
thence  to  their  place  of  destination ;  in  doing  which,  you 
must  be  entirely  governed  by  the  information  you  will  re- 
ceive at  Norwich,  and  such  intelligence  of  the  motions  of 
the  enemy's  ships-of-war  and  armed  vessels  as  you  will  be 
able  to  procure  at  Norwich  and  from  the  mouth  of  that 
river.  As  you  have  your  own  coast  aboard,  there  wiU  be, 
in  transporting  the  troops  by  water,  no  risk,  unless  the  ene- 
my's ships  are  in  possession  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  pre- 
vious to  your  arrival  there.  In  that  case,  you  will  disembark 
the  troops,  and  march  the  Brigade  by  land  to  New-  York. 

Perceiving  that  several  of  the  carts  carried  from  hence 
some  tables,  and  other  articles  of  household  furniture,  you 
are  strictly  enjoined  to  ease  the  carriages  of  all  such  trum- 
pery, and  positively  not  to  suffer  the  march  of  the  Brigade 
to  be  retarded  by  any  unnecessary  luggage  being  put  in  the 
baggage  carts. 

By  the  order  of  march,  delivered  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  several  divisions  of  the  Brigade  now  upon 
their  march  to  Norunch,  it  is  forcibly  recommended  to  them 
to  exert  their  utmost  diligence  and  authority  to  prevent  all 
pillaging  and  marauding,  and  every  species  of  abuse  or  ill- 
treatment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  This  order 
you  will  continue  to  enforce,  and  command  to  be  strictly 
observed. 

Upon  your  arrival  with  the  Brigade  at  New- York,  you 
will  wait  upon  the  commanding  General  there,  and  receive 
and  obey  such  orders  and  instructions  as  he  shall  think  ne- 
cessary to  give ;  but  you  are  not,  upon  any  account,  to  go 
before  your  Brigade  into  that  city,  nor  be  at  any  time  absent 
from  them  more  than  ten  miles ;  taking  particular  care  to  ac- 
quaint the  Colonels  commanding  the  divisions  where  you  lay 
of  nights,  that  they  may  know  where  to  send,  upon  any  emer- 
gency, for  your  orders  and  directions.  If,  when  you  arrive 
at  New-  York,  there  is  no  General  of  superior  rank,  nor  any 
senior  officers  to  yourself,  you  will  take  the  command  of  the 
Army  there,  and  with  all  possible  diligence  proceed  in  exe- 
cuting Major-General  Lee's  plan  for  fortifying  that  post,  and 
the  intrenched  camp  proposed. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters  in  Cambridge,  this  19th  day  of 
March,  1776. 


GENERAL    HOWe's    RETREAT    TROM   BOSTON. 

Cambridge,  March  21,  1776. 

Last  Sabbath  (the  17th  instant)  the  British  Army  in  Bos- 
ton, under  General  Howe,  consisting  of  upwards  of  seven 
thousand  men,  after  suffering  an  ignominious  blockade  for 
many  months  past,  disgracefully  quitted  all  their  strong  holds 
in  Boston  and  Charlestown,  fled  from  before  the  Anny  of 
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the  United  Colonies,  and  took  refuge  on  board  their  ships. 
The  most  material  particulars  of  this  signal  event  are  as 
follow : 

About  nine  o'clock,  a  body  of  the  enemy  were  seen  to 
march  from  Bunker's  Hill ;  and  at  the  same  time  a  very 
great  number  of  boats,  filled  with  troops,  put  off  from  Bos- 
ton, and  made  for  tl)e  shipping,  which  mostly  lay  before  the 
Castle.  On  the  first  discovery  of  these  movements,  the 
Continental  Army  immediately  paraded,  and  several  regi- 
ments embarked  in  boats  and  proceeded  down  the  river 
from  this  place.  About  the  same  time,  two  men  were  sent 
to  Bunker's  Hill,  in  order  to  make  discoveries.  They  pro- 
ceeded accordingly  ;  and,  when  arrived,  making  a  signal  that 
the  fort  was  evacuated,  a  detachment  was  immediately  sent 
down  from  the  Army  to  take  possession  of  it.  The  troops 
in  tlie  river,  which  were  commanded  by  General  Putnam, 
landed  at  SeivaWs  Point,  where  they  received  intelligence 
that  all  the  British  troops  had  left  Boston ;  on  which  a  de- 
tachment was  sent  to  take  possession  of  the  town,  while  the 
main  body  returned  up  the  river.  About  the  same  time. 
General  Ward,  attended  by  about  five  hundred  troops  from 
Roxhury  (under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ebenezer  Lear- 
ned, who  unbarred  and  opened  the  gates)  entered  the  town 
on  that  quarter.  Ensign  Richards  carrying  the  standard. 
The  command  of  the  whole  being  then  given  to  General 
Putnam,  he  proceeded  to  take  possession  of  all  the  impor- 
tant posts,  and  thereby  became  possessed,  in  the  name  of 
the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  of  North  America,  of  all  the 
fortresses  in  that  large  and  once  populous  and  flourishing 
metropolis,  which  the  flower  of  the  British  Army,  headed 
by  an  experienced  General,  and  supported  by  a  formidable 
fleet  of  men-of-war,  had  but  an  hour  before  evacuated  in 
the  most  precipitate  and  cowardly  manner.  God  grant  that 
the  late  worthy  inhabitants,  now  scattered  abroad,  may 
speedily  reoccupy  their  respective  dwellings,  and  never 
more  be  disturbed  by  the  cruel  hand  of  tyranny ;  and  may 
the  air  of  that  capital  be  never  again  contaminated  by  the 
stinking  breath  of  toryism. 

The  joy  of  our  friends  in  Boston,  on  seeing  the  victorious 
and  gallant  troops  of  their  country  enter  the  town,  almost 
at  the  heels  of  their  barbarous  oppressors,  was  inexpressibly 
great.  The  mutual  congratulations  and  tender  embraces 
which  soon  after  took  place  between  those  of  the  nearest 
connexions  in  life,  for  a  long  time  cruelly  rent  asunder  by 
the  tyranny  of  our  implacable  enemies,  surpass  descrip- 
tion. From  such  a  set  of  beings  the  preservation  of  pro- 
perty was  not  expected  ;  and  it  was  found  that  a  great  part 
of  the  evacuated  houses  had  been  pillaged,  the  furniture 
broken  and  destroyed,  and  many  of  the  buildings  greatly 
damaged.  It  is  worthy  of  notice,  however,  that  the  build- 
ings belonging  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hancock,  particularly  his 
elegant  mansion-house,  were  left  in  good  order.  All  the 
linen  and  woollen  goods,  except  some  that  might  be  se- 
creted, were  carried  off  by  the  enemy.  All  the  salt  and 
molasses  which  they  could  find  were  destroyed. 

The  enemy  also  destroyed  great  quantities  of  effects  be- 
longing to  themselves,  which  they  could  not  carry  away, 
such  as  gun-carriages  and  other  carriages  of  various  kinds, 
house-furniture,  &c.,  together  with  a  quantity  of  flour  and 
hay.  All  their  forts,  batteries,  redoubts,  and  breastworks, 
remain  entire  and  complete.  They  left  many  of  their 
heaviest  cannon  mounted  on  carriages,  and  several  of  them 
charged  ;  all  of  which  were  either  spiked  up  or  had  a  trun- 
nion beat  off.  They  also  left  several  of  their  largest  mortars. 
Quantities  of  cannon-shot  and  shells,  numbers  of  small-arms, 
and  other  instruments  of  war,  have  been  found  in  many  parts 
of  the  town,  thrown  off  the  wharves,  concealed  in  vaults,  or 
broken  in  pieces. 

In  the  fort  on  Bunker's  Hill,  several  hundred  good  blan- 
kets were  found.  It  is  said  about  fifteen  or  twenty  of  the 
King's  horses  have  also  been  taken  up  in  the  town ;  and  it 
is  thought  about  the  same  number  of  Tories  remain  behind, 
all  the  rest  being  gone  with  the  fleet. 

We  are  told  that  the  Tories  were  thunderstruck  when 
orders  were  issued  for  evacuating  the  town,  after  being 
many  hundred  times  assured  that  such  reinforcements  would 
be  sent  as  to  enable  the  King's  Troops  to  ravage  the  coun- 
try at  pleasure.  Thus  are  many  of  those  deluded  creatures, 
those  vile  traitors  to  their  country,  obliged  at  last,  in  their 
turn,  to  abandon  their  once  delightful  habitations,  and  go 


they  know  not  where.  Many  of  them,  it  is  said,  considered 
themselves  as  undone,  and  seemed  at  times  inclined  to  throw 
themselves  upon  the  mercy  of  their  offended  country,  rather 
than  leave  it.  One  or  more  of  them,  it  is  reported,  have 
been  left  to  end  their  lives  by  tiie  unnatural  act  of  suicide. 

The  enemy,  previous  to  their  going  off,  scattered  great 
numbers  of  crow's  feet  on  Boston  Neck  and  in  the  streets, 
in  order  to  retard  our  troops  in  case  of  a  pursuit ;  and  with 
such  silence  and  precaution  did  they  embark,  that  a  great 
part  of  the  inhabitants  did  not  know  it  till  after  they  were 
gone.  The  prisoners  who  were  long  confined  in  jail  were 
cruelly  carried  off  in  irons. 

Our  troops,  the  night  before  the  enemy  embarked,  began 
an  intrenchment  on  Nook's  HiU,  in  Dorchester,  which  com- 
mands Boston  Neck.  This,  it  is  thought,  hastened  their  re- 
treat. They  kept  up  a  fire  upon  our  men  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  night  and  in  the  morning,  until  just  before  they 
went  off,  but  without  doing  any  execution. 

To  the  wisdom,  firmness,  intrepidity,  and  military  abili- 
ties of  our  amiable  and  beloved  General,  his  Excellency 
George  Washington,  Esq. ;  to  the  assiduity,  skill,  and  bra- 
very of  the  other  worthy  Generals  and  officers  of  the  Army; 
and  to  the  hardiness  and  gallantry  of  the  soldiery,  is  to  be 
ascribed,  under  God,  the  glory  and  success  of  our  arms,  in 
driving  from  one  of  the  strongest  holds  in  America  so  con- 
siderable a  part  of  the  British  Army  as  that  which  last 
week  occupied  the  capital  of  this  Province. 

Tuesday  evening  the  enemy  set  fire  to  the  block-house 
and  barracks  at  the  Castle ;  and  yesterday  they  were  em- 
ployed at  the  same  place  in  blowing  up  and  demolishing 
the  fortifications. 

A  part  of  the  Continental  Army  are  now  employed  in 
fortifying  Fort-Hill,  in  Boston,  to  secure  the  town  against 
any  attacks  which  may  be  made  by  the  enemy's  ships-of- 
war. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  PERSON  OF  DISTINCTION 
AT  CAMBRIDGE,  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  NEW-YORK,  DATED 
MARCH  21,  1776. 

I  shall  now,  my  dear  sir,  acquaint  you  with  further  par- 
ticulars than  what  I  have  before  transmitted.  The  storm 
that  was  sent  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  instant,  at  night,  pre- 
vented, in  all  probability,  a  deal  of  bloodshed,  and  the  de- 
struction of  Boston.  General  Howe  had  formed  a  desperate 
plan.  Lord  Percy  was  to  have  attacked  on  the  Wednesday 
morning  our  Fort  on  Dorchester-Hill  with  about  two  thou- 
sand men  ;  a  feint  was  to  have  been  made  towards  Letch- 
mere's  Point,  and  General  Howe  was  to  have  rushed  on  our 
lines  at  Roxhury  with  bayonets  fixed,  without  firing  a  gun. 
Had  he  been  repulsed,  and  our  Provincials  followed  him,  a 
large  number  of  field-pieces  were  to  have  been  fired  upon 
them,  and  then  spiked  up.  The  Ministerialists  were  to  have 
embarked  as  soon  as  possible,  while  a  bomb-ketch  that  was  to 
be  in  readiness  was  to  fire  carcasses  upon  the  town,  with  a 
view  of  setting  it  in  flames,  and  thereby,  I  suppose,  cover- 
ing the  embarkation,  and  diverting  our  people  from  the  pur- 
suit. Many  of  them  acknowledged  after  the  storm  that  the 
Heavens  were  against  them.  After  the  disappointment, 
Howe  was  for  getting  off  as  fast  as  possible ;  he  would  have 
been  on  board  on  Friday,  but  the  wind  chopped  about. 
The  British  Troops  are  completely  disgraced.  They  went 
off  in  an  amazing  hurry,  and  evidently  under  a  panick. 
They  have  left  behind  them  a  large  quantity  of  coal,  near 
two  hundred  cords  of  wood,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
pack-saddles,  which  the  subtle  Gage  got  made  before  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  that  his  troops  might  convey  by  means 
of  them,  upon  a  single  horse,  all  they  might  want  to  carry 
with  them  through  the  woods  where  carriages  could  not  go, 
and  which  may  be  of  great  service  to  the  Provincials  in 
some  of  the  Colonies.  What  with  these  articles,  wheat, 
porter,  oats,  &c.,  they  have  left  to  the  amount  of  some  thou- 
sands steriing,  I  imagine.  All  the  inhabitants  I  have  con- 
versed with  infonn  me  that  tliey  have  been  most  cruelly 
treated ;  but  by  none  more  than  by  the  Refugees  am)  To- 
nes. On  Friday  the  Crier  was  sent  about  to  order  all  the 
inhabitants  not  to  stir  out  of  their  houses  till  evening.  While 
they  were  thus  confined,  the  soldiers,  sailors,  and  refugees, 
took  the  opportunity  of  breaking  into  houses  and  stores  and 
plundering.     As  they  could  not  carry  on  board  for  want  of 
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stowage-room,  chairs,  tables,  and  the  Uke,  they  destroyed 
and  burnt  them.  A  prodigious  quantity  of  mahogany  fur- 
niture has  been  in  this  way  demohshed.  When  they  were 
gone  off,  upon  search  being  made,  fires  were  discovered  in 
several  houses,  so  circumstanced  as  to  evidence  a  design  of 
setting  the  house  on  fire  ;  but  that  was  happily  frustrated. 

General  Robertson,  under  an  official  cover,  seems  to  have 
been  as  great  a  plunderer  as  any,  and  to  have  connived  at 
the  rascally  conduct  of  smaller  villains.  He  might  possi- 
bly answer  to  himself  for  the  part  he  was  acting,  by  view- 
ing what  he  secured  as  an  equivalent  for  the  many  thou- 
sands he  has  out  at  interest  and  in  property  in  your  Colony 
and  elsewhere,  should  the  same  be  seized.  The  press  will 
be  employed  shortly  in  communicating  to  the  publick  the 
sufferings  of  the  Bostonians,  drawn  up  by  one  who  has  been 
there  the  whole  time,  and  well  credited ;  and  if  that  does 
not  determine  the  Colonies  never  more  to  admit  the  King's 
Troops  into  the  Continent,  I  shall  think  it  strange.  Since 
the  Ministerialists  have  left  their  works,  every  one  that  sur- 
veys them  is  convinced  what  a  most  hazardous  attempt  it 
would  have  been  to  have  endeavoured  to  force  them,  and 
are  better  satisfied  with  that  seeming  inactivity,  but  really 
Fabian  delay,  that  was  wisely  adopted  by  our  patriotick, 
sensible  commanders.  Strain  every  nerve,  hazard  life,  rather 
than  admit  of  the  Regulars  possessing  themselves  of  your 
city.  But  it  is  likely  they  are  going  to  Halifax ;  or  if  not, 
that  you  will  be  strongly  reinforced  before  they  can  reach 
you.  Many  of  the  ships  have  sailed.  A  number  of  good 
large  iron  cannon  have  been  left,  which,  when  we  have  un- 
spiked  them,  (several  are  already,)  will  serve  to  fortify  the 
town.  Two  good  mortars  fell  into  the  water  at  the  wharf 
as  they  were  attempting  to  put  them  on  board,  and  another 
was  left  upon  the  common,  spiked  up. 

It  is  reported  that  Manly  has  taken  a  ship  laden  with 
Scotch  Tories,  and  their  property. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  OF  DISTINC- 
TION IN  THE  BRITISH  ARMY,  TO  A  PERSON  IN  LONDON, 
DATED    BOSTON,  MARCH    3-17,   1776. 

For  these  last  six  weeks,  or  near  two  months,  we  have 
been  better  amused  than  could  possibly  be  expected  in  our 
situation.  We  had  a  theatre,  we  had  balls,  and  there  is  ac- 
tually a  subscription  on  foot  for  a  masquerade.  England 
seems  to  have  forgot  us,  and  we  endeavoured  to  forget  our- 
selves. But  we  were  roused  to  a  sense  of  our  situation  last 
night,  in  a  manner  unpleasant  enough.  The  Rebels  have 
been  for  some  time  past  erecting  a  bomb-battery,  and  last 
night  began  to  play  upon  us.  Two  shells  fell  not  far  fix)m 
me.  One  fell  upon  Colonel  Monkton's  house,  and  broke 
all  the  windows,  but  luckily  did  not  burst  until  it  had  crossed 
the  street.  Many  houses  were  damaged,  but  no  lives  lost. 
We  expect  some  carcasses  to-night,  if  the  fear  of  destroy- 
ing their  own  property  does  not  prevent  it.  What  makes 
this  matter  more  provoking  is,  that  their  barracks  are  so  scat- 
tered, and  at  such  a  distance,  that  we  cannot  disturb  them, 
although,  from  a  battery  near  the  water-side,  they  can  reach 
us  easily. 

March  4. — Bad  news  from  New-  York  this  morning.  A 
man  who  calls  himself  Lord  Stirling,  (I  believe  one  of  his 
family  has  a  right  to  the  title,  but  passed  eldest,  and  this 
gentleman  plays  alone,)  put  himself  at  the  head  of  three 
thousand  men,  in  conjunction  with  that  arch  Rebel  Lee, 
and  has  driven  all  the  well-affected  people  from  the  town  of 
New- York.  If  something  is  not  speedily  done,  his  Bri- 
tanntck  Majesty's  American  dominions  will  probably  be  con- 
fined within  a  very  narrow  compass.  The  Rebel  Army  is 
not  brave,  I  believe ;  but  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  their 
Artillery  officers  are  at  least  equal  to  our  own.  In  the 
number  of  shells  that  they  threw  last  night,  not  above  three 
failed.  This  morning  we  threw  four,  and  three  of  them 
burst  in  the  air. 

March  5. — This  is,  I  believe,  likely  to  prove  as  impor- 
tant a  day  to  the  British  Empire  as  any  in  our  annals.  We 
underwent  last  night  a  very  severe  cannonade,  which  da- 
maged a  number  of  houses,  and  killeil  some  men.  This 
momino',  at  daybreak,  we  discovered  two  redoubts  on  the 
hills  on  Dorchester-Point,  and  two  smaller  works  on  their 
flanks.  They  were  all  raised  during  the  night,  with  an  ex- 
pedition equal  to  that  of  the  Genii  belonging  to  Aladin's 
wonderflil  lamp.      From   these  hills  they  command   the 


whole  town,  so  that  we  must  drive  them  from  their  post,  or 
desert  the  place.  The  former  is  determined  ujwn,  and  five 
regiments  are  already  embarked.  A  body  of  Light-Infantry 
under  the  command  of  Major  Mmgrave,  (an  excellent  oS\- 
cer,)  and  a  lx)dy  of  Grenadiers,  are  to  embark  to-night  at 
seven.  I  think  it  is  likely  to  be  so  far  a  general  affair,  that 
we  shall  take  our  share  in  it.  Adieu  balls,  masquerades, 
&.C. ;  for  this  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  opening  of  the 
campaign. 

It  is  worth  while  to  remark  with  what  judgment  the  lead- 
ers of  the  Rebels  take  advantage  of  the  prejudices  and  work 
upon  the  passions  of  the  mob.  The  5th  of  March  is  the 
anniversary  of  what  they  call  the  bloody  massacre,  when 
in  (I  think)  1769  [in  1770]  the  King's  Troops  fired  on  the 
people  in  the  streets  of  Boston.  If  ever  they  dare  stand  us, 
it  will  be  to-day ;  but  I  hope  to-morrow  to  be  able  to  give 
you  an  account  of  their  defeat. 

March  6. — A  wind  more  violent  than  anything  I  ever 
heard,  prevented  our  last  night's  purposed  expedition,  and 
so  saved  the  lives  of  thousands.  To-day  they  have  made 
themselves  too  strong  to  make  a  dislodgment  possible.  We 
are  under  their  fire  whenever  they  choose  to  begin,  so  that 
we  are  now  evacuating  the  town  with  the  utmost  expedi- 
tion, and  leaving  behind  us  half  our  worldly  goods.  Adieu ! 
I  hope  to  embark  in  a  few  hours. 

March  7. — When  the  transports  came  to  be  examined, 
they  were  void  of  both  provisions  and  forage.  If  any  are 
got  on  board  to-day,  it  will  be  as  much  as  can  be  done. 
Never  were  troops  in  so  disgraceful  a  situation ;  and  that 
not  in  the  least  our  own  fault,  or  owing  to  any  want  of  skill 
or  discretion  in  our  commanders,  but  entirely  owing  to  Great 
Britain  being  fast  asleep.  I  pity  General  Howe  from  my 
soul.* 

Transport,  March  9. — I  have  slept  one  night  on  board. 
The  troops  are  embarking  as  fast  as  possible.  I  mistook, 
when  I  imagined  the  works  already  made  could  destroy  the 
town  ;  but  the  Rebels  possess  a  hill  so  situated,  that  if  they 
pleased  to  erect  a  battery,  it  would  entirely  consume  us. 
They  as  yet  have  not  proceeded  to  make  a  work,  nor  do 
they  attempt  to  molest  us  in  our  embarkation.  It  appears 
as  if  there  was  at  least  a  tacit  agreement  between  Washing- 
ton and  General  Howe. 

March  10. — To-day  the  horse  transports  are  ordered  to 
fall  down  to  Castle-  William.,  a  fort  about  three  miles  from 
the  town  in  our  possession  ;  it  commands  the  harbour,  and 
the  troops  now  there  will  embark  the  last.  The  retreat 
from  the  town  of  Boston  is  to  be  covered  by  a  large  body  of 
Grenadiers  and  Light-Infantry,  and  the  Fifth  and  Tenth 
Regiments.  The  Fowey,  a  man-of-war  of  twenty-eight 
guns,  commanded  by  Captain  George  Montagu,  covers  the 
retreat  by  water.  A  packet  is  to  sail,  I  hear,  as  soon  as 
the  Army  is  clear  of  the  town  ;  so  probably  I  shall  have  it 
in  my  power  to  inform  you  whether  we  are  attacked  in  our 
retreat  or  not ;  if  I  have,  I  will. 

Nantasket-Road,  March  17. — According  to  my  promise, 
I  proceed  to  give  a  brief  account  of  our  retreat,  which  was 
made  this  morning  between  the  hours  of  two  and  eight. 
Our  troops  did  not  receive  the  smallest  molestation,  though 
the  Rebels  were  all  night  at  work  on  the  near  hill  which  I 
mentioned  to  you  in  my  last  letter,  and  we  kept  a  constant 
fire  upon  them  from  a  battery  of  four  twenty-four-pounders. 
They  did  not  return  a  single  shot.  It  was  lucky  for  the  in- 
habitants now  left  in  Boston  they  did  not ;  for  I  am  informed 
everything  was  prepared  to  set  the  town  on  a  blaze  had 
they  fired  one  cannon.  The  Dragoons  are  under  orders  to 
sail  to-morrow  for  Halifax — a  cursed  cold,  wintry  place, 
even  yet ;  nothing  to  eat,  less  to  drink.  Bad  times,  my 
dear  friend.  The  displeasure  I  feel  from  the  very  small 
share  I  have  in  our  present  insignificancy  is  so  great,  that  I 
do  not  know  the  thing  so  desperate  I  would  not  undertake, 
in  order  to  change  our  situation. 

•  Whitehall,  May  3,  1776. — General  Hovx;,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  his  Majesty's  Forces  in  JVorth-Jmerica,  having  taken  a  resolution 
on  the  7th  of  March  to  remove  from  Boston  to  Halifax,  with  the  troops 
under  his  command,  and  such  of  the  inhabitants,  with  their  effect*,  as 
were  desirous  to  continue  under  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's  Forcei ; 
the  embarkation  was  effected  on  the  17th  of  that  month  with  the  greatest 
order  and  regularity,  and  without  the  least  interruption  from  the  Rebels. 
When  the  Packet  came  away,  the  first  division  of  the  transports  was  un- 
der sail,  and  the  remainder  were  preparing  to  follow  in  a  few  days  ;  the 
Admiral  leaving  behind  as  many  of  the  ships-of-war  as  could  be  spared 
from  the  convoy,  for  the  security  and  protection  of  such  vessels  aa  might 
be  bound  to  Bosttn. — London  Gazette. 
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OF    SAFETY. 


COLONEL    ISRAEL    MOREY    TO     NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE      CAPTAIN   JAMES    OSGOOD     TO     NEW-HAMPSHIRE     COMMITTEE 

OF    SAFETY. 

Orford,  March  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  been  informed  by  two  gentlemen 
belonging  to  the  Court,  that  a  certain  gentleman  of  the 
House  declared  that  he  was  informed  I  had  only  inlisted 
five  men,  four  of  whom  had  deserted.  The  affair  must  be 
wrongly  construed,  with  an  intent  to  hurt  the  character  of  a 
person  unworthy  of  the  same,  and  who  does  not  deserve 
such  treatment.  I  have  with  me  at  least  sixty  good  men. 
Boys  I  scorn  to  engage,  though  I  might  have  had  a  number 
of  them  ;  and  I  am  pretty  certain  most  Captains  have  had 
very  bad  luck  in  raising  their  men,  by  reason  of  other  offi- 
cers engaging  men  to  inlist  for  Portsmouth,  by  offering  them 
greater  advantages  in  respect  to  furloughs,  which  they  pos- 
sibly could  not  have  by  going  to  Canada;  which,  of  course, 
has  been  a  great  damage  to  our  parties.  I  have  had  a  great 
number  deserted  after  paying  them  the  bounty,  and  part  of 
advance  pay  to  support  their  families,  and  have  sent  to  the 
Committees  to  apprehend  them,  but  have  not  received  any 
answer.  A  Captain  of  a  company  of  the  Militia  in  Henniker, 
(which  can  be  proved  in  Concord,)  told  one  of  my  men  that 
if  he  would  go  to  Head-Quarters  only  for  two  months,  he 
would  clear  him  from  going  to  Canada. 

We  are  all  in  good  spirits,  though  we  meet  with  such  diffi- 
culties, and  shall  march  to-morrow  with  what  I  have  got,  and 
shall  have  the  remainder  very  soon. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

James  Osgood. 


Gentlemen:  By  Colonel  Gcm«A,  I  received  yours  of 
the  13th  instant,  wherein  you  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
mine  of  the  7th,  and  observe  the  surprise  you  mention.  I 
am  as  sorry  to  occasion  a  discomposure  of  mind,  as  I  am  to 
tell  you  that  yours  is  as  alarming  as  the  abruptness  of  your 
determination.  In  the  first  place,  I  am  asked  what  should 
induce  me  to  purchase  medicines.  Certainly  not  for  private 
views,  as  I  am  no  apothecary.  Upon  Colonel  BedeVs  appli- 
cation for  them,  and  having  your  particular  orders  to  assist 
in  pmviding  for  and  forwarding  the  regiment  with  all  speed, 
thought  it  necessary.  And  certainly  tlie  medicines  will  not 
be  lost,  nor  do  I  think,  at  the  particular  charge  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

I  am  told  that  one  hundred  guns  were  supplied  for  the 
regiment.  That  number  cannot  answer  for  seven  hundred 
men,  as  we  must  expect  our  adverearies  will  be  all  equipped 
with  weapons  of  defence  to  a  man.  As  to  the  prices,  they 
were  valued  by  an  indifferent  person,  who  is  esteemed  to  be 
!L5  complete  a  judge  as  any  in  this  Colony.  Many  of  them 
are  King's  arms,  with  bayonets,  of  the  best  kind,  valued  at 
three  pounds  only,  others  in  like  proportion  ;  which  is  twenty 
per  cent.,  at  least,  under  those  purchased  at  Exeter,  and  free 
of  transportation.  Unless  I  had  purchased  guns,  I  never 
could  have  complied  with  my  instructions,  which  are  not  to 
muster  any  until  well  accoutred.  I  am  confident  that  not  a 
single  man  has  been  detained  by  me,  and  every  possible 
means  has  been  used  to  despatch  them.  Had  the  honour- 
able Committee  taken  into  consideration  the  orders  given  to 
Major  Bellows  and  myself,  and  the  many  articles  ordered  to 
be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  for  which  there  was 
no  money  advanced  us,  they  never  could  have  thought  of  an 
overplus  paid  for  the  fixing  the  regiment.  The  money  wrote 
for  was  for  articles  not  in  any  particular  calculation  by  the 
Committee. 

I  shall  (as  I  ever  have)  endeavour  to  follow  my  instruc- 
tions ;  and  as  soon  as  I  have  paid  as  far  as  the  money  already 
received  will  allow  of,  make  a  return  of  my  proceedings,  with 
my  accounts  and  proper  vouchers ;  and  if  the  publick  busi- 
ness shall  be  retarded  for  want  of  sufficient  supplies,  the 
Court  must  abide  by  the  consequences. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Israel  Morey. 
To  the  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Chairman,  &;c. 


To  the  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  Exeter, 


JEREMIAH    FOLSOM    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    ASSEMBLY. 

New-Market,  March  19,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Honours  :  I  ask  leave  to  inform 
you  that  it  was  just  intimated  to  me  by  a  member  of  the 
honourable  Court,  that  it  was  expected  I  should  attend  on  a 
Committee  appointed  to  sit  on  Tuesday,  19th  March,  instant, 
at  Ereter ;  but  for  what  purposes,  I  have  not  been  made 
acquainted.  I  therefore  should  not  have  been  prepared  to 
answer  any  matters,  could  I  have  given  myself  the  plea- 
sure of  attending  on  the  honourable  Committee.  But  I 
have  the  misfortune,  from  receiving  such  violent  colds  in 
attending  in  the  late  storms,  to  be  confined  to  my  house  and 
bed,  which  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  have  obeyed  your 
Honours'  citation,  if  I  had  received  one,  which  I  shall  always 
esteem  it  my  duty  and  pleasure  readily  to  obey,  although 
the  complaints  and  allegations  were  as  false  and  maliciously 
fabricated  against  me,  as  those  that  have  lately  been  by  a 
small  number  of  disappointed,  and,  therefore,  disaffected 
persons  belonging  to  the  Fifth  Company,  in  Colonel  Gill- 
man's  Regiment,  who  have  retarded  and  hindered  the  setde- 
ment  of  the  whole  regiment,  and  who,  without  your  Honoui-s' 
interposition,  will  continue  the  same.  Confiding,  therefore,  in 
the  known  knowledge  and  justice  of  your  Honours,  in  justi- 
fying the  innocent  when  falsely  accused,  think  myself  happy 
that  I  am  at  the  tribunal,  and  in  the  protection  of  this  ho- 
nourable Court ;  to  whose  determination  and  order  I  shall 
render  the  steadiest  and  firmest  obedience,  when  it  is  signi- 
fied to  me,  if  God  in  his  Providence  shall  admit  me  health 
and  opportunity  to  fulfil  it. 

I  am,  may  it  please  your  Honours,  your  Honours'  most 
humble  servant, 

Jeremiah  Folsom. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  Colony  of  Neiv-Hampshire. 


COLONEL    BEDEL    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Orford,  March  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  the  13th  is  just  received  by 
Colonel  Gerrish,  wherein  you  mention  the  marching  and 
inlisting  my  men  goes  on  much  slower  than  you  expected. 
The  reasons  I  can  give.  In  the  first  place,  the  inlisting  par- 
ties about  here,  (some  for  Cambridge,  some  for  Canada,)  were 
inlisting  only  for  three  months,  and  gave  the  same  bounty 
and  advance  as  those  I  inlist  for  a  year.  In  regard  to  the 
expense  for  the  Indians,  I  did  not  ask  any  money  to  b& 
given ;  but  by  their  sickness  the  money  fell  short ;  so  I  only 
wanted  the  money  to  be  lent  till  I  could  settle  the  affair, 
and  remit  it  back.  In  regard  to  the  stores,  I  have  not  asked 
for  anything  but  medicines,  and  something  to  help  them 
along,  as  I  do  not  think  it  prudent  to  send  troops  to  such  a 
distance  without,  and  the  medicines  would  then  be  of  use  to 
the  Continent,  as  I  am  certain  they  were  very  rare  last  year 
in  Canada,  and  suppose  they  are  so  now.  Though  the 
wages  are  to  be  paid  monthly,  the  men  are  under  the  ne- 
cessity to  leave  something  for  the  support  of  their  families,  as 
the  distance  being  so  great,  they  have  not  an  opportunity  of 
sending  anything  home,  only  at  some  particular  time ;  and 
the  Army  being  chiefly  made  up  with  people  who  are  not 
under  circumstances  to  support  their  families  while  gone, 
therefore  should  have  something  to  leave  them. 

You  also  mention  you  expect  I  will  march  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. That  I  should  absolutely  have  done  without  any  such 
directions.  My  orders  from  the  Continental  Congress  and 
General  Washington  were  to  apply  to  you  for  any  necessa- 
ries I  might  want,  where  they  both  mention  you  are  to  furnish 
me  with  the  same,  suitable  ibr  my  march  ;  but  not  one  word 
mentioned  about  my  applying  to  you  for  orders  to  march, 
or  how  I  should  conduct  in  the  affair.  So,  if  I  have  applied 
for  anything  of  that  kind,  (as  the  copy  of  my  letter  which 
I  have  does  not  mention,  though  there  might  be  a  mistake 
in  the  copying,)  I  did  not  mean  any  such  thing.  When  I 
was  at  Ejceter,  there  were  two  gentlemen,  (one  by  the  name 
of  Town,  the  other  by  the  name  of  Peabody,)  whom  the 
Committee  sent  to  me  for  orders  to  raise  a  company,  which 
I  did  by  your  desire,  though  the  gentlemen  I  was  never 
acquainted  with,  but  supposed  they  would  have  raised  their 
men,  but  never  heard  from  them  till  several  companies 
had  marched.  I  have  had  to  send  an  express  to  Amherst 
to  them,  and  found  they  had  not  raised  one  man ;  so  had  a 
company  to  raise  after  all  disappointments.  If  they  had 
raised  their  men,  I  should  have  had  my  regiment  full  by  the 
time.     I  have  six  companies  marched,  and  full,  except  four 
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or  five  men.  The  seventh  company  is  now  on  the  march. 
They  are  here,  and  will  proceed  to  day.  The  eighth  com- 
pany, with  two  officers  and  about  fifty  men,  are  marched, 
and  two  more  officers  are  now  recruiting.  I  have  heard  they 
have  got  their  men,  but  not  yet  mustered.  Captain  Osgood's 
company  is  here,  but  not  full.  There  are  about  sixty  mus- 
tered, whicli  he  will  march  with.  We  are  not  able  to  com- 
plete them  with  arms,  but  could  purchase  them  if  we  had 
money ;  and  this  is  the  only  party  1  ever  had  to  march 
without  arms  and  money ;  and  I  have  never  received  any 
money,  only  a  litde  hard  at  Exeter  for  our  use  at  Canada ; 
but  shall  march  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  and  do  the 
best  in  my  power  for  the  good  of  the  service,  as  I  am  cer- 
tain the  cause  we  are  upon  is  right  and  just,  though  we  may 
suffer  for  want  of  proper  supplies. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Timothy  Bedel. 
To  Meshech  Weare,  Esq. 


Colony  o/"  New-Hampshire. — By  the  Council  and  Assentr 

My. 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  Colony  have,  agreeable  to 
a  recommendation  from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
resolved  on,  and  formed  themselves  upon  a  plan  of  Govern- 
ment by  a  Council  and  House  of  Representatives ;  which 
plan  has  been  published  and  dispersed  through  the  Colony, 
and  is  to  be  in  force  during  the  present  dispute  with  Great 
Britain,  unless  otherwise  advised  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress ;  conformable  to  which  said  plan  of  Government,  the 
Council  and  Assembly  have  chosen  and  appointed  the  pro- 
per officers  for  the  administration  of  justice,  in  the  several 
Counties,  who  are  to  be  sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  several  trusts :  it  is  therefore  expected,  that  no  person, 
or  persons,  claim,  or  exercise  any  civil  authority,  but  such 
as  are,  or  may  be  appointed  as  aforesaid,  on  the  penalty  of 
being  deemed  inimical  to  their  country. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  and  this  Proclamation  is  intended 
not  to  interfere  with  the  power  of  the  necessary  Committees 
of  Inspection,  or  Safety,  chosen  in  the  several  towns  through 
the  Colony,  by  virtue,  and  in  consequence  of  any  recom- 
mendation or  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  ;  whereof 
all  persons  concerned  are  to  take  due  notice,  and  govern 
themselves  accordingly. 

And  at  the  same  time  it  is  earnestly  recommended,  that 
in  this  distressing  day  of  publick  calamity,  when  our  ene- 
mies are  watching  all  opportunities  to  ensnare  and  divide  us, 
every  one  would  strive  to  prevent,  and,  if  possible,  to  quell  all 
appearances  of  party  spirit ;  to  cultivate  and  promote  peace, 
union,  and  good  order ;  and  by  all  means  in  their  power,  to 
discourage  profaneness,  immorality,  and  injustice. 

By  order  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  at  Exeter,  the 
19th  day  oi  March,  Anno  Domini  1776. 

M.  Weare,  President  of  the  Council. 
E,  Thompson,  Secretary. 

God  save  the  People. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    HUGH    YOUNG. 
[No.  70.]  Annapolis,  March  20,  1776. 

Sir:  We  should  have  answered  your  letter  of  the  Utli 
instant,  by  Mr.  Smyth,  before  now,  but  the  variety  of  busi- 
ness before  the  Council  has  prevented  us.  We  would  have 
you  send  out  the  Nancy,  Captain  Wise,  immediately,  under 
the  orders  heretofore  given,  and  finish  loading  the  Schooner 
Ninety-Two,  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  send  the  Captain 
to  us  for  his  sailing  orders. 
We  are,  &:c. 

To  Mr.  Hugh  Young, 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    WILLIAM    ENNALLS. 

[No.  71.]  Annapolis,  March  20,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  the 
payment  of  paper  money  for  the  specie  you  had  collected, 
in  pursuance  of  our  order,  to  Messrs.  Ennalls,  Murray,  and 
Steele,  was  delivered  us  by  Captain  Woolford.  The  Coun- 
cil has  some  time  past  given  general  orders  to  the  Treasurers 
of  the  Western  and  Eastern-Shores  to  pay  out  of  the  Trea- 
suiy  bills  of  credit  for  any  sums  that  should  be  delivered 
them  in  gold  or  silver;  you  will  therefore  apply  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  for  payment  of  paper  mo- 
ney for  what  specie  you  may  deliver  him. 
We  are,  fcc. 

To  Mr.  William  Ennalls,  Dorchester  County. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL   OF   SAFETY  TO  QUEEN  ANNE  S  COUNTY 

COMMITTEE. 
[No.  69.]  Annapolis,  March  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  is  an  order  on  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Eastern-Shore  for  the  sum  of  fifty-two  pounds  two 
pence,  for  expenses  incurred  (as  appears  by  your  account 
transmitted  us)  in  equipping  Captain  James  Kent's  Minute- 
men  for  their  expedition  to  Accomack  and  Northampton 
Counties,  in  Virginia ;  and  as  the  several  articles  furnished 
now  belong  to  the  Province,  we  desire  you  will  receive 
them  into  your  possession  upon  the  return  of  the  company, 
and  take  proper  care  of  them.  We  are  sorry  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  compensate  Mr.  James  Broum,  who,  at  the 
request  of  Captain  Kent,  attended  his  company  in  the  capa- 
cities of  Physician  and  Surgeon.  However,  we  assure  you 
we  will  represent  the  matter  to  the  next  Convention,  and 
do  not  doubt  they  will  take  it  into  consideration,  and  as  the 
measure  was  expedient,  make  an  adequate  satisfaction  for 
his  trouble  and  services. 
We  are,  &c 


ALEXANDER  SOMERVILLE  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF 
SAFETY. 

Calvert  County,  March  20,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  In  obedience  of  the  appointment  from  your 
honourable  Board,  (as  a  collector  of  hard  cash,)  have  col- 
lected about  two  hundred  pounds,  which  is  now  in  my  pos- 
session, and  only  wait  for  a  safe  opportunity  to  convey  it  to 
you.  I  have  given  this  day  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Westem^Shore  to  pay  Colonel  Fitzhugh  twenty-four 
pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  currency,  for  the 
gold  and  silver  I  had  of  him.  If  you  point  out  the  way  of 
conveyance,  it  will  be  strictly  attended  to  by,  gendemen, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Alexander  Somerville. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

P.  S.  If  the  paper  currency  is  not  soon  sent,  I  shall  be 


obliged  to  return  the  hard  money. 


A.  S. 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  On  the  arrival  of  Captain  Tihbet  we  en- 
gaged a  boat,  on  board  of  which  shipped  the  powder  and 
arms,  together  with  one  ton  of  powder  advanced  by  Con- 
gress, and  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  re- 
turned by  Congress  for  the  quantity  borrowed  by  Colonel 
Harrison.  This  boat  went  to  Christiana  Bridge,  from 
whence  the  powder  was  sent  to  Baltimore  in  wagons.  Of 
this  transaction  we  advised  you  by  the  return  of  the  ex- 
press that  brought  the  intelligence  of  the  Otter  and  her  ten- 
der's arrival  in  the  Patapsco.  The  quantity  of  jwwder 
which  was  private  property  in  T^bbet,  was  very  small ;  part 
of  it  was  owned  by  a  gentleman  in  Accomack  County,  in 
Virginia ;  the  residue  (about  six  or  eight  quarter-casks)  Mr. 
Bowhy  informs  us  is  the  property  of  a  gendeman  in  Bal- 
timore, to  whom  it  was  sent.  Powder  is  an  article  that 
cannot  be  purchased  in  this  city.  Mr.  Johnson  had  a  sum 
of  money  lodged  in  his  hands  by  Colonel  Hollingsicorth, 
of  Cecil  County,  to  purchase  a  small  quantity  of  jwwder 
for  that  County,  the  money  being  raised  by  subscription  for 
that  purpose:  this  he  could  not  accomplish,  and,  at  the 
pressing  instance  of  that  County,  we  procured  from  Con- 
gress fi've  barrels,  which  is  sent  down.  The  demand  frran 
the  eastward  being  very  great,  and  our  magazine  almost 
empty,  prevents  our  making  any  further  application. 

We  are,  with  great  respect,  gentiemen,  your  humble 
servants,  j^_  Alexander,  for  self  and  Colleagues. 


To  the  Committee  of  Observation  {orQwen  Anne's  County.    To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
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COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  OF  DELAWARE. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the 
government  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on  Delaware, 
at  Dover,  in  Kent  County,  aforesaid,  on  tlie  8th  of  Janxutry, 
1776,  and  continued  by  adjournment  to  tlie  12th  of  the 
same  month,  inclusively : 

Saturday,  January  13,  1776. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  President  transmit  to 
Congress  a  list  of  such  persons  as  by  tliis  Council  of  Safety 
have  been  appointed  Officers  in  the  Continental  Battalion, 
to  be  raised  in  tliis  Government,  with  their  ranks  and  dates 
of  tlieir  Commissions,  respectively,  certified  by  him  as  Pre- 
sident of  the  Council. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

John  Chew,  Secretary. 

A  List  of  the  Persons  to  be  appointed  Officers  iji  the  Bat- 
talion to  be  raised  in  the  Delaware  Government  by  the 
Council  of  Safety  thereof,  in  pursuance  of  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  together 
with  their  ranks  and  dates  of  their  Commissions,  viz  : 

Ist.  Captain  Joseph  Stidhatn,      commission  dated  13th  January,  1776. 

2d.  Captain  Jonathan  Caldwell,    -     -  ditto,  -  15th  January,  1776. 

3d.  Captain  David  Hall,  JuQ.,  -     -     -  ditto,  -  16th  January,  1776. 

4th.  Captain  Henry  Darby,       -     -     -  ditto,  -  17th  January,  1776. 

6th.  Captain  Charles  Pope,       .     -     -  ditto,  -  18th  January,  1776. 

6th.  Captain  Nathan  Adams,     -     -     -  ditto,  -  19th  January,  1776. 

7th.  Captain  Samuel  Smith,      -     -     -  ditto,  -  20th  January,  1776. 

8th.  Captain  Joseph  Vaughan,  -     -     -  ditto,  -  21st  January,  1776. 

1st.  First  Lieut.  Lewis  Howell,     -     -  ditto,  -  13th  January,  1776. 

2d.  First  Lieut.  John  Patton,  -     -     -  ditto,  -  15th  January,  1776. 

3d.  First  Lieut.  Jonathan  Harney,    -  ditto,  -  16th  January,  1776. 

4th.  First  Lieut  Robert  Kirkwood.Jun.,  ditto,  -  17th  January,  1776. 

5th.  First  Lieut.  James  Wells,        -     -  ditto,  -  18th  January,  1776. 

6th.  First  Lieut.  James  Moore,       -     -  ditto,  -  19th  January,  1776. 

7th.  First  Lieut.  John. Dickson,      -     -  ditto,  -  20th  January,  1 776. 

8th.  First  Lieut.  Joseph  Frint,        -     -  ditto,  -  21st  January,  1776. 

1st.  Second  Lieut.  Enoch  Anderson,  -  ditto,  -  13lh  January,  1776. 

2d.  Second  Lieut.  George  McCall,     -  ditto,  -  15th  January,  1776. 

3d.  Second  Lieut.  John  Learmouth,  ditto,  -  16th  January,  1776. 

4th.  Second  Lieut.  William  Popbam,  ditto,  -  1 7th  January,  1 776. 

5th.  Second  Lieut  Alexander  Stuart,  Jr., ditto,  -  18th  January,  1776. 

6th.  Second  Lieut  James  Gordon,      -  ditto,  -  19th  January,  1776. 

7th.  Second  Lieut.  Jas.  McDonough,  Jr.,  ditto,  •  20th  January,  1776. 

8th.  Second  Lieut  John  Perkins,  -     -  ditto,  -  2l8t  January,  1776. 

1st  Ensign  Thomas  Holland,  -     -     -  ditto,  -  13th  January,  1776. 

2d.  Ensign  James  Stephens,     -     -     -  ditto,  -  15lh  January,  1776. 

3d.  Ensign  Cord  Hazard,    .     .     -     .  ditto,  -  1 6th  January,  1776. 

4th.  Ensign  Peter  Jaquet  Jun.,     -     -  ditto,  -  17th  January,  1776. 

5lh.  Ensign  John  Wilson,    ...     -  ditto,  -  18th  January,  1776. 

6th.  Ensign  Thomas  Nixon,  Jun.,       .  ditto,  -  19th  January,  1776. 

7th.  Ensign  Abraham  Carley,  ...  ditto,  -  20th  January,  1776. 

8th.  Ensign  WiUiam  Vaughan,     -    •  ditto,  .  21st  January,  1776. 

Staf  Officers. 

Chaplain,  Rev,  Joseph  Montgomery.  Quartermaster,  Robert  Bail. 

Surgeon,  Doctor  James  Tilton,  M.  D.  Adjutant,  Thomas  Holland. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  list,  taken  fix)ra 
the  Minutes  of  the  Council. 

John  Kinley,  President. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  Counties  of  New- 
castle, Kent,  and  Sussex,  upon  Delaware,  at  Newcastle : 

Wednesday,  P.  M.,  March  20,  1776. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Thomas  McDo- 
nough,  of  the  County  of  Newcastle,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
recommended  to  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress, 
as  Major  in  the  Delaware  Battalion,  vice  John  Macpherson, 
Jim.,  Esq.,  deceased. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

James  Booth,  Clerk  of  Assembly. 


CASSANDRA   TO    CATO. 


Sir:  I  thought  you  had  forgotten  the  fatal  7th  of  No- 
vember, 1774,  on  which  all  your  ambitious  projects  were 
blasted  by  a  publick  vote  of  your  fellowKjitizens,  to  divide 
from  the  County  in  their  choice  of  Committee-men,  and  to 
hold  all  future  elections  by  ballot ;  but  I  find  I  was  mis- 
taken. While  Committees  were  chosen  by  holding  up  of 
hands,  and  letters  from  millers  and  popular  harangues  could 
be  employed  to  serve  the  purposes  of  your  party,  though 
Cato  could  write,  yet  no  press  teemed  with  his  lucubra- 
tions ;  but  now  that  publick  business  is  carried  on  in  the 
only  way  which  can  secure  the  people  from  undue  influ- 
ence, and  the  party  has  suffered  a  total  defeat  in  their  elec- 
tioneering attempts,  his  masterly  pen  is  called  forth  into  the 
field  of  pohtical  controversy,  and,  with  a  few  dashes  of  it, 


he  has  overset  our  Committee  of  Inspection,  demolished  tlie 
whole  tribe  of  pafriotick  scribblers  in  newspapers,  and  laid 
Common  Sense  in  the  dirt ;  taken  a  catalogue  of  all  tlie 
Whigs  and  Tories  in  the  Province ;  converted  thirty-six 
Commissioners  (about  to  be  sent  over  to  insult  us  with 
terms  no  one  can  accept)  into  ambassadors  of  peace  ;  and 
poor  Cassandra  into  an  enthusiast,  madman,  barbarian,  and 
drunken  Independent.  Wretched  must  the  lot  of  that  Whig 
be  who  falls  into  the  hands  of  this  fiery  defender  of  Minis- 
terial stratagems.  Daniel  may  be  protected  bom  the  jaws  of 
the  lions  ;  but  alas  !  who  can  protect  us  when  Cato  is  roused? 
The  whole  band  of  us  is  crushed  to  atoms  with  one  grasp  of 
his  hand.  Why  did  you  assure  us  that  no  persons  need 
be  alarmed,  for  diat  no  indecent  nor  angry  expression  should 
dishonour  your  pen  ?  Was  it  that  the  suddenness  of  our  de- 
struction might  heighten  its  terrour  ?  Well  has  the  Scriptures 
assured  us  that  tlie  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  are  cruel. 

Your  grievous  paragraph  about  restraining  the  press  is  so 
notorious  a  falsehood,  that  I  boldly  put  you  to  defiance  to 
point  out  the  instance.  And  when  you  give  the  publick  the 
names  of  the  few  who  turned  the  mode  of  electing  Com- 
mittees out  of  the  channel  of  corruption,  and  thereby  ex- 
cluded you  and  your  colleagues,  I  will  undertake  to  mention 
the  other  few  who,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  our  Con- 
stitution, by  a  prostitution  of  tiie  cry  of  publick  necessity, 
are  endeavouring  to  cloak  an  unbounded  hatred  to  our  pre- 
sent cause,  under  an  affected  zeal  for  constitutional  de- 
pendance ;  and  who  have  nearly  effected  their  malicious 
purposes,  of  destroying  their  own  liberties  to  be  avenged  of 
tlieir  enemies.  But  let  not  Cato  too  far  provoke  the  majesty 
of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  by  the  bold  flourishes  of  a 
pen  which  pays  no  respect  to  truth,  lest  he  may  find  it  ex- 
pedient to  end  his  days  on  the  principles  of  dependancy. 

"  Few  persons,"  says  Cato,  "  gave  themselves  any  con- 
cern about  the  election  of  a  Committee  of  Inspection,  being 
well  satisfied  that  any  number  of  respectable  citizens,  who 
would  take  the  trouble  of  such  a  Committee,  should  be 
thankfully  indulged  with  the  office  ;  and  although  it  consists 
of  a  hundred  members,  they  had  not  two  hundred  votes." 

Cassandra  begs  leave  to  inform  Cato,  that  our  Commit- 
tees of  Inspection,  ever  since  chosen  by  ballot,  got  posses- 
sion of  their  office  by  a  more  respectable  number  of  voters 
than  any  Burgess  which  sat  in  the  House  of  Assembly  since 
the  first  day  in  which  a  comparison  could  be  made,  as  he 
can  make  appear  by  the  state  of  the  several  elections. 

"  In  carrying  on  our  great  controversy  with  England, 
Pennsylvania,"  say  you,  "  has  no  need  either  to  make  the 
least  sacrifice  of  its  Constitution,  nor  yet  to  yield  in  zeal  to 
the  foremost  of  the  Colonies."  This  assertion  might  pass 
for  truth  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  or  in  the  deserts  of  Si- 
beria ;  but  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  must  have  drunk 
deep  of  the  waters  of  oblivion,  and  laid  aside  all  preten- 
sions to  recollection,  before  they  can  consider  such  asser- 
tions in  any  other  light  than  insults  on  their  understanding. 
Can  Cato  inform  them  of  the  single  measure  that  can  be 
pui-sued  in  the  line  of  our  Charter  Constitution  ?  I  should 
gladly  view  the  paragraph  which  gives  our  Assembly  the 
power  of  legislating  without  the  Govemour;  and  Cato  is 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  King's  Representative,  to  be- 
lieve he  would  ever  give  his  sanction  to  our  opposition. 
Name  the  act  of  Assembly,  Cato,  which  makes  legal  ten- 
der of  the  money  they  have  so  patriotically  struck,  and  I 
will  believe  you  have  for  once  strayed  into  the  truth.  But 
because  our  Representatives  can  do  nothing  legal  without 
the  Govemour,  therefore  Cato  is  fiery  hot  for  confining  our 
opposition  to  them,  and  not  to  a  Convention,  which  is  under 
no  such  restrictions.  The  interest  of  the  Govemour,  and 
not  of  the  people,  is  plainly  Cato's. 

"The  great  privilege,"  you  add,  "which  we  enjoy  of 
giving  our  free  unbiased  voice,  annually,  in  the  choice  of  an 
Assembly,  who,  from  that  moment,  by  charter,  become  a 
constitutional  body,  vested  with  the  authority  of  the  people, 
and  can  meet  when  they  please,  and  sit  as  long  as  they 
judge  necessary."  Here,  sir,  you  prudently  drop  the  con- 
sideration of  their  being  a  constitutional  body.  Had  you 
pointed  out  the  advantages  of  constitutionally  meeting  and 
sitting,  when  they  can  constitutionally  do  no  more,  you  had 
told  us  something.  But  this,  alas !  was  out  of  your  power. 
So  much  for  your  first  letter. 

In  your  second,  you  begin  by  saying  that  you  know  not 
on  wliat  grounds  I  have  satisfied  myself  that  the  sole  view 
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of  Administration,  in  this  commission,  is  to  amuse  and  de- 
ceive, to  bribe  and  corrupt  us.  It  may  be  so,  sir,  thougli  I 
hope  you  have  not  the  vanity  to  set  up  your  knowledge  as 
the  standard  of  truth.  Did  you  read  the  piece,  and  attempt 
to  picic  to  pieces  tlie  principles  and  arguments  on  which  my 
advice  is  founded  ?  I  begin  to  think  you  did  ;  and  finding 
them  too  hard  to  overturn,  you  vent  your  spleen  in  railing 
at  the  author.  But  do  you  recollect  Lord  North's  concilia- 
tory plan,  and  his  explanation  of  it,  viz :  Substantial  reve- 
nue, divide  et  impera,  he.  ?  Do  you  remember  the  King's 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  present  sessions  of  Parliament, 
and  the  re-echo  of  both  Houses  ?  the  extensive  plan  of  war- 
like operations  which  he  means  to  carry  on  against  us  ?  and 
his  appointing  pei'sons  who  shall,  on  the  spot,  dispense  most 
gracious  pardons  to  all  such  as  shall  acknowledge  their  faults 
and  plead  forgiveness? — (a  new  species  of  Ambassadors, 
not  heretofore  taken  notice  of  by  the  writers  on  the  laws  of 
nature  and  nations.)  Do  you  remember  General  Gage's 
plan  for  disarming  the  people  of  Boston,  and  the  faith  he 
observes  in  treaties  ?  and  that  Howe,  his  successor,  pursues 
the  same  infernal  plan  ?  Or  have  you  totally  forgot  what 
the  Prime  Minister  said,  on  his  declaring  that  he  was  ready 
to  restore  us  to  the  state  we  were  in  before  the  year  1763 ; 
for  that  we  did  not  then  deny  the  right  of  Parliament  to  tax 
America  1  Or  do  you  forget  that  every  proposal  for  recon- 
ciliation, made  by  the  ^enAsoi  America  in  Parliament,  was 
rejected  without  a  division  ?  Had  Cato  remembered  these 
things,  or  if  he  can  be  brought  to  remember  them,  he  will 
have  as  much  reason  to  suspect  the  designs  of  the  Commis- 
sioners as  Cassandra.  Perhaps  it  suits  not  with  Cato's  plan 
to  remember  these  things,  though  he  can  recollect  many 
others  of  a  much  earlier  date.  Cato  may  be  much  better 
acquainted  with  our  savage  neighbours  than  Cassandra,  as 
doubtless  he  has  traversed  the  uncultivated  woods  of  Ame- 
rica more  frequently  than  he ;  yet  it  may  not  be  an  easy 
matter  to  convince  the  people  of  this  Province  that  the 
dread  of  losing  all  hopes  of  preferment,  if  the  counsel  of 
Cassandra  is  taken,  has  not  called  forth  this  champion  for 
an  undefined  dependance  from  that  obscurity  into  which  he 
has  nearly  fallen.  It  remains  a  doubt  with  me  whether  the 
historick  page  will  ever  transmit  your  name  to  posterity  as 
the  first  American  D  . . .  t . .  y,  if  you  are  not  permitted  to 
shake  hands  with  the  Commissioners,  and  allowed  the  op- 
portunity of  explaining  your  mysterious  conduct.  I  shall 
long  turn  over  the  volumes  which  establish  the  principles  of 
the  laws  of  nature  and  nations,  before  I  read  of  ambassa- 
dors of  peace,  attended  with  Acts  of  Parliament  to  confis- 
cate, and  Royal  Proclamations  to  divide,  the  property  of 
those  they  are  to  treat  with  ;  and  backed  by  immense  armies 
of  Ministerial  cut-throats,  to  enforce  their  demands.  Cato's 
great  reading,  no  doubt,  can  supply  the  publick  with  a  few 
instances  of  untutored  savages  receiving  ambassadors,  thus 
attended,  with  respect  and  hospitality,  and  smoking  the  calu- 
met of  peace  with  them.  However,  until  he  docs,  I  trust 
he  will  grant  to  Cassandra  the  liberty  of  thinking  otherwise, 
and  do  him  the  justice  to  believe  that  he  knows  as  much 
about  the  rights  of  ambassadors  as  Cato.  Cassandra  con- 
fesses that  he  is  greatly  concerned  for  our  virtue,  lest  we 
should  be  cajoled,  deceived,  and  corrupted.  Cato  is  not  so. 
Corruption  may  be  more  familiar  to  Cato,  which  will  fully 
account  for  our  difference  in  sentiment.  I  am  so  much  of 
a  Christian  as  to  pray  that  we  may  not  be  led  into  tempta- 
tion. This,  sir,  may  form  no  part  of  your  devotion.  But 
if  Cato  is  so  easy  on  the  score  of  this  treaty,  because  it  is 
to  be  managed  by  men  delegated  for  their  integrity  and 
abilities  by  the  voice  of  their  country,  why  is  he  enraged  at 
my  attempt  to  confine  them  to  these  virtuous  Delegates  ? 
Cassandra  is  not  afraid  of  the  Delegates.  It  is  to  keep  our 
modem  Catos  from  doing  us  mischief  that  he  is  so  anxiously 
concerned  ;  and  if  Cato  has  read  his  proposal,  he  knows  it 
to  be  so.  But,  Cato,  had  you  adopted  a  signature  corres- 
pondent with  your  designs,  my  present  reply  might  be  un- 
necessary ;  and  if  you  yet  change  your  present  one  for  Si/- 
vhat,  Sempronius,  or  lago,  I  may  spare  the  printer  much  of 
my  intended  lucubrations.  I  believe  the  world  will  readily 
agree  with  me,  that  either  of  the  three  would  be  truly  cha- 
racteristick  of  your  present  designs,  if  not  of  your  general 
character  as  a  man  and  a  politician. 

The  cup  out  of  which  Cassandra  has  drank  was  never 
employed  to  offer  libations  at  the  altar  of  Royal  despotism 
or  Proprietary  influence.     He  knows  no  guide  but  reason 


and  love  of  mankind,  as  lie  neither  wishes  nor  expects  to  be 
Prime  Minister  to  any  future  would-be  King  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  is  always  ready  to  defend  his  rights  at  the  nsk 
of  his  life  ;  and  prefers  present  war  to  future  slavery,  being 
conscious  that  a  great  continent  will  be  much  happier  with 
the  one  than  th(!  other.  Britain  has  risen  triumphant,  in  a 
few  years,  out  of  bloodier  wars  than  ever  America  has  been 
or  will  be  called  to ;  but  Egypt  has  not,  for  thousands  of 
years,  recovered  from  the  yoke  of  foreign  oppression. 

Cassandra  longs  to  see  your  bold  declaration  made 
good.  But  why  so  long  about  it?  Come  to  the  point, 
sir.  The  presses  are  very  open  for  the  reception  of  your 
wonderful  productions.  But  I  beseech  you,  dear  sir,  to  lay 
aside  groundless  declamation  for  the  future,  and  speak  a  lan- 
guage which  facts  will  support.  The  people  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  trust,  will  ever  have  the  good  sense  to  prefer  Com- 
mon Sense  to  the  appeals  of  any  Government  tool  which 
may  appear  in  defence  of  a  union  with  those  who  know  no 
law,  human  or  divine,  but  the  law  of  violence  and  murder, 
and  who  have  their  Catos  in  all  quarters  to  delude  and  de- 
ceive ;  men  who  sell  their  consciences  for  the  prospect  of 
future  advantages.  Don't  be  angry,  Cato.  Give  your  name 
to  the  publick,  and  I  will  stand  corrected  if  I  have  missed 
my  object. 

You  make  a  great  clamour  because  we  have  been  con- 
stantly enlarging  our  views,  and  stretching  them  beyond  the 
first  bounds.  But  let  me  tell  you,  Cato,  that  nothing  can 
be  a  greater  proof  of  your  iniquitous  designs  than  your  pre- 
sent attempt  to  confine  them.  Has  not  Administration  first 
passed  a  Declaratory  Act ;  then  an  act  laying  duties  on 
paper,  painters'  colours,  &ic. ;  then  their  acts  to  export 
their  teas  to  America ;  then  a  Boston  Port  Act ;  an  act 
to  destroy  the  Charter  of  Massachusetts ;  a  Restraining  Act, 
&tc.,  &c.  ?  Acts  to  confiscate  our  property,  and  levy  the 
most  cruel  and  unjust  war  against  us  ?  Have  not  they  been 
constantly  enlarging  their  plans,  to  the  last  of  all  acts  of 
tyranny,  murder,  and  robbery  ?  And  are  we  to  remain  in- 
sensible all  this  time,  and  never  enlarge  our  views?  Where 
would  be  the  wisdom  of  all  this,  Cato  7 

You  artfully  introduce  quotations  from  the  proceedings  of 
Congress,  to  lead  the  people  astray,  by  producing  extracts 
which  you  know  neither  can  nor  do  speak  the  sentiments  of 
Congress  on  the  subject.  Congress  early  spoke  their  senti- 
ments on  that  head,  but  Cato  could  not  recollect  the  pas- 
sage. It  did  not  coincide  with  his  plan,  of  imposing  on  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania. 

"  Between  these  Colonies  and  the  People  of  Britain  (says 
the  Congress,  in  their  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Co- 
lonies, published  in  their  Resolves  of  September  5,  1774) 
subsists  the  social  band  which  we  ardently  wish  may  never 
be  dissolved,  and  which  cannot  be  dissolved  until  their 
minds  shall  become  indisputably  hostile,  or  their  inattention 
shall  permit  those  who  are  thus  hostile  to  persist  m  prose- 
cuting, with  the  powers  of  the  realm,  the  destructive  mea- 
sures already  operating  against  these  Colonies ;  and,  in  either 
case,  shall  reduce  the  latter  to  such  a  situation,  that  they 
shall  be  compelled  to  renounce  every  regard  but  that  of  self- 
preservation." 

This  was  the  opinion  of  Congress  at  that  time.  I  will 
leave  it  to  Cato  to  determine  whether  both  or  either  of  the 
cases  there  mentioned  have  not  taken  place.  Cato  does  not 
class  himself  with  Cassandra  and  the  writers  on  that  side 
of  the  question ;  this  does  not  much  trouble  Cassandra,  I 
assure  you ;  inasmuch  as  he  can  class  his  own  with  the 
sentiments  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Smith,  who,  in  his  address 
to  the  graduates,  in  May  last,  says :  "  The  glory  of  every 
country  is  its  liberty,  its  independency,  and  its  improvements 
in  commerce,  arts,  and  religion."  And  I  believe  the  senti- 
ments of  this  gentleman  are  as  much  esteemed  among  those 
of  your  party  as  the  sentiments  of  Cato. 

Cassandra. 


PHILADELPHIA  f'OMMITTEE    TO    PENNSYLVANIA    ASSEMBLY. 

To  the  HonountbCe  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Province  o/Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observa- 
tion for  the  City  and  Liberties  o/Philadelphia,  respect- 
fully showeth : 
That  they  have  the  highest  sense  of  the  necessity  of  the 

Union  of  the  Colonies  at  the  present  juncture,  when  tlie 
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Parliament,  Ministry,  and  King  o[  Great  Britain,  are  united 
in  using  tlieir  utmost  efforts  to  subdue  and  enslave  them. 

That  they  have  likewise  the  highest  sense  of  the  neces- 
sity of  secrecy  in  many  of  the  measures  of  the  Congress,  par- 
ticularly in  those  which  relate  to  military  affairs. 

That  they  apprehend  that  the  Instructions  of  the  honour- 
able Assembly,  o(  November  9th,  1775,  to  their  Delegates, 
have  a  tendency  to  weaken  the  Union  of  the  Colonies,  and 
to  make  publick  many  of  those  measures  of  the  Congress 
which  sounfl  policy  requires  should  be  known  only  to  the 
Members  of  that  body. 

Tlie  Committee  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  request  that  the 
said  Instructions  be  rescinded  ;  and,  further,  to  declare  that 
they  are  of  opinion  that  peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  can  only 
be  obtained  for  this  Province  by  a  strict  adherence  to  tlie 
resolutions  of  a  majority  of  the  Colonies. 

Signed  in  behalf,  and  by  order  of  the  Committee,  by 

John  Bayard,  Chairman, 
March  20,  1776. 


COLONEL    IRVINE    TO    PRESIDENT    OF   CONGRESS. 

Carlisle,  March  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  honoured  with  your  orders  to  march  my  Bat- 
talion to  New-  York,  which  shall  be  complied  with,  with  all 
possible  expedition. 

Many  of  the  arms  are  old,  and  want  bayonets  and  other 
repairs.  However,  I  shall  not  wait  for  bayonets,  as  I  hope 
we  may  be  supplied  at  Philadelphia  or  New-  York.  I  have 
been  obliged  to  purchase  many  riHes ;  but  they,  I  presume, 
may  be  changed  for  muskets,  should  the  service  require  it. 
Knapsacks,  haversacks,  canteens,  and  many  other  necessa- 
ries the  Commissaries  promised  to  forward  lor  my  battalion, 
are  not  yet  come  to  hand.  Though  I  do  not  mean  to  wait 
for  them,  yet  I  think  it  proper  to  acquaint  you,  as,  perhaps, 
your  further  orders  may  be  necessary. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Irvine. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

A  List  of  the  Sixth  5atoKo«  of  Pennsylvania  Troops,  in 

the  Continental  service,  commanded  by  Colonel  William 

Irvine  : 

Captain  David  Grier's  Company :  4  Sergeants,  4  Corpo- 
rals, 1  Drummer,  1  Fifer,  78  Privates — 83  non-commission- 
ed OfBcers  and  Privates. 

Captain  Abraham  Smith's  Company  :  4  Sergeants,  4  Cor- 
porals, 1  Drummer,  1  Fifer,  76  Privates — 86  non-commis- 
sioned Officers  and  Privates. 

Captain  Samuel  Hay's  Company :  4  Sergeants,  4  Cor- 
porals, 1  Drummer,  1  Fifer,  75  Privates  present,  2  not  pre- 
sent— -87  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates. 

Captain  Jeremiah  Talbofs  Company  :  4  Sergeants,  4  Cor- 
porals, 1  Drummer,  1  Fifer,  76  Privates  present,  4  absent — 
90  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates. 

Captain  If^lliam  Rippey's  Company  :  4  Sergeants,  4  Cor- 
porals, 1  Drummer,  1  Filer,  79  Privates — 89  non-commis- 
sioned Officers  and  Privates. 

Captain  Moses  McLain's  Company  :  4  Sergeants,  4  Cor- 
porals, 1  Drummer,  1  Fifer,  74  Privates — 84  non-commis- 
sioned Officers  and  Privates. 

Captain  James  J.  Wilson's  Company :  4  Sergeants,  4 
Corporals,  1  Drummer,  1  Fifer,  89  Privates — 99  non-com- 
missioned Officers  and  Privates. 

Captain  Robert  Adams's  Company :  4  Sergeants,  4  Cor- 
porals, 1  Drummer,  1  Fifer,  70  Privates  present,  7  recruits 
notjoined — 87  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates. 

Total  of  non-commissioned  Officers  and  Privates,  seven 

hundred  and  ten.  ,.,  ^  r>  i      i 

William  Irvine,  LoUmel. 

Carlisle,  March  20,  1776. 

A  List  of  the  Officers  of  the  Sixth  Battalion,  with  their 
rank. 

Field-Officers :  Colonel,  William  Irvine ;  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel, Thomas  Hartley ;  Major,  James  Dunlop. 

Captains  :  David  Gricr,  Abraham  Smith,  Samuel  Hay, 
Jeremiah  Talbot,  William  Rippey,  Moses  McLain,  James 
A.  Wilson,  Robert  Adams. 


First  Lieutenants :  William  Alexander,  John  McDonald, 
William  Bratton,  John  McDowal,  Lewis  Bush,  John  Grier, 
Samuel  Lddy,  John  Alexander. 

Second  Lieutenants  :  Alexander  Parker,  Samuel McFer- 
ran,  Abdiel  McCalistcr,  John  Brooks,  Thoiuas  Brovm, 
John  Hoge,  Andrew  Irvine,  Robert  Wilson. 

Ensigns :  Samuel  Montgomery,  William  Nichols,  fViUiam 
Graham,  William  Miller,  MUliam  Lusk,  Robert  Hoops, 
Joseph  Culbertson,  William  Veiper. 

Slaff-Officere :  Chaplain,  M'illiam  Linn  ;  Adjutant,  John 
Brooks ;  Quartermaster,  James  Calderwood ;  Surgeon,  Ro- 
bert Johnson ;  Mate,  John  McDowal,  if  allowed. 

A  List  of  Officers,  as  posted  to  each  Company. 

First,  Captain  David  Grier,  Lieutenant  John  McDowal, 
Lieutenant  Abdiel  McCalister,  Ensign  William  Nichols. 

Second,  Captain  Abraham  Smith,  Lieutenant  John  Alex- 
ander, Lieutenant  Andrew  Irvine,  Ensign  Samuel  Mont- 
gomery. 

Third,  Captain  Samuel  Hay,  Lieutenant  John  Grier,  Lieu- 
tenant Alexander  Parker,  Ensign  William  Miller. 

Fourth,  Captain  Jeremiah  Talbot,  Lieutenant  John  Mc- 
Donald, Lieutenant  Thomas  Brown,  Ensign  William  Gra- 
ham. 

Fifth,  Captain  William  Rippey ,\Jic\iter\s.vA  William  Alex- 
ander, Lieutenant  John  Brooks,  Ensign  William  Lusk. 

Sixth,  Captain  Moses  McLain,  Lieutenant  Samuel  Ed- 
dey.  Lieutenant  John  Hoge,  Ensign  Robert  Hoops. 

Seventh,  Captain  James  A.  Wilson,  Lieutenant  Lewis 
Bush,  Lieutenant  Robert  Wilson,  Ensign  Joseph  Culbertson. 

Eighth,  Captain  Robert  Adams,  Lieut.  William  Bratton, 
Lieutenant  Samuel  McFerran,  Ensign  William  Veiper. 

The  dates  of  the  commissions  are  the  9th  last  January, 
except  a  few  that  have  been  lately  reconmiended  ;  the  dates 
of  those  I  am  not  yet  infonued  of. 

William  Irvine,  Colonel. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New- York,  March  20,  1776. 

Mr  DEAR  General  :  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  16th  instant,  this  day.  The  important  intelli- 
gence received  within  these  last  three  days  from  General 
Washington,  of  General  Howe's  preparations  for  embarking 
his  Army  from  Boston,  I  have  not  conmiunicated  to  you,  as 
I  concluded  that  the  same  intelligence  would  reach  you  at 
Albany  at  least  as  soon  as  it  came  to  this  place  ;  and,  in- 
deed, it  was  almost  impossible  for  me  to  write  you  sooner 
than  this  moment,  as  my  whole  time  has  been  employed  in 
making  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  defence  of  this 
place.  As  to  the  troops  here,  they  consist  of  the  First  Bat- 
talion from  New- Jersey,  about  five  hundred,  sick  and  well ; 
two  Regiments  from  Connecticut,  about  five  hundred  each, 
whose  time  of  service  expires  on  Monday  next,  and  I  am 
fearful  I  shall  not  be  able  to  persuade  them  to  stay  longer. 
We  have  about  five  hundred  Minute-men  and  Militia  from 
the  Counties  of  Westchester  and  Dutchess,  and  about  two 
hundred  Militia  from  New-Jersey.  This  is  our  whole  army 
at  present.  I  cannot  now  send  you  the  exact  return  of  the 
whole,  as  some  of  the  latter  have  arrived  only  this  day,  and 
I  have  not  yet  received  from  the  reviewing  officers  the  re- 
port of  them.  The  whole  of  these,  excepting  the  necessary 
guards,  are  employed  on  fatigue,  on  this  and  Long-Island, 
in  executing  the  fortifications  agreed  upon  between  General 
Lee  and  myself.  In  these  works  we  are  assisted  every  day 
by  about  one  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  who 
have  turned  out,  on  this  occasion,  with  great  alacrity — the 
inhabitants  and  the  Negroes  taking  their  turn  of  duty  regu- 
larly. I  have  the  satisfaction  to  see  that,  according  to  the 
numbers,  the  work  goes  on  amazingly  well. 

I  yesterday  received  a  letter  from  General  Livingston, 
with  one  thousand  pounds  of  steel,  sent  from  Trenton,  at 
your  request,  for  the  use  of  the  blacksmiths  and  armourers 
who  are  going  into  the  Indian  country,  which  1  have  order- 
ed to  be  forwarded  to  you  by  the  first  sloop  to  Albany. 
The  cannon,  shot,  Stc,  designed  for  Canada,  were  sent  off 
by  General  Lee  before  he  left  this  place,  and  I  hope  are 
safe  arrived  at  Albany. 

I  am  rejoiced  to  find  that  your  health  is  so  much  re-esta- 
blished, that  you  have  reason  to  tlibk  you  will  not  soon  ex- 
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pej-ience  another  relapse.     I  sincerely  wish  that  may  be  the 
case. 

On  considering  the  whole  of  the  intelligence  from  Boston, 
I  am  of  opinion  General  i/ou»e  has  been  playing  off  manoeu- 
vres to  divert  General  Washington  from  taking  full  posses- 
sion of  the  gmvmdsoi  Dorchester;  yet,  by  the  last  accounts. 
General  Howe  has  proceeded  too  far  in  his  embarlcations  to 
leave  us  room  to  think  it  is  all  a  feint.  That  General 
Washington  is  of  tliis  opinion,  I  can  have  no  longer  a  doubt, 
as  he  is  himself  preparing  soon  to  be  at  this  place.  Some 
part  of  his  Army  is  on  the  way  hither ;  the  destination  of 
the  remainder  must  depend  on  circumstances.  Brigadier- 
General  Thompson  is  this  afternoon  arrived  from  Philadel- 
phia, and,  of  course,  has  the  command  here. 

I  am,  my  dear  General,  your  very  affectionate  and  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  Stiri  i\o 

To  Major-General  Schuyler. 

LORD    STIRLING    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New- York,  March  20,  1776. 

My  dear  General  :  I  received  your  letter,  by  express, 
of  the  14th,  and  your  letter  of  the  same  date  to  General 
Lee,  which  I  opened  and  forwarded  agreeable  to  the  direc- 
tions he  left  me.  1  am  happy  to  find  that  the  aid  I  called 
in  from  New-Jersey  and  Connecticut  exactly  concords  with 
your  sentiments.  The  two  Regiments  of  Connecticut  are  now 
here,  consisting  of  about  five  hundred  rank  and  file  each ; 
they  are  impatient  to  go  home,  as  many  of  them  are  farm- 
ers, who  want  to  mark  out  their  summer's  work.  The  time 
of  their  engagement  with  General  Lee  ends  next  Monday. 
I  have  used  my  best  endeavours  to  prevail  on  them  to  stay 
till  their  places  are  supplied  from  that  quarter ;  but  it  is  still 
doubtful  whether  they  will  consent  to  it.  Of  this  I  have 
apprized  Governour  Trumbull,  and  have  requested  him  to 
supply  their  places,  and  to  make  the  whole  two  thousand 
from  that  Colony.  From  New-Jersey  I  have  requested  one 
thousand  men ;  about  two  hundred  of  them  are  come  in. 
About  one  thousand  men  are  ordered  fixim  the  northern 
Counties  of  this  Province ;  none  of  them  have  yet  arrived. 
We  have  now  in  this  place  and  on  Long-Island  about  two 
thousand  five  hundred  men,  including  the  above  two  Cortr 
necticut  Regiments.  The  Militia  in  town  amount  to  about 
as  many  more.  Near  one-half  of  the  whole  are  on  fatigue 
every  day,  carrying  into  execution  the  plan  of  defence  formed 
by  General  Lee.    They  go  on  with  great  spirit  and  industry. 

The  Congress  have  ordered  eight  thousand  men  for  the 
defence  of  this  City  and  Province.  The  corps  to  make 
up  this  number  are,  four  regiments  from  Pennsylvania; 
one  Cx)m  New-Jersey,  and  four  of  this  Province ;  none  of 
which  have  yet  arrived  ;  and  most  of  them  are  incomplete, 
and  unfit  to  march,  especially  the  latter,  of  which  not  above 
two  hundred  are  yet  in  town  ;  and  some  of  them  I  find  are 
to  be  employed  on  Hudson's  River,  and  the  northern  parts 
of  this  Province.  From  this  state  of  the  matter,  you  will 
see  that,  if  the  Ministerial  Troops  leave  Boston  and  move 
this  way,  how  necessary  it  will  be  to  detach  a  large  part  of 
your  Army  to  this  place ;  which,  undoubtedly,  is  the  most 
important  object  in  North  America.  On  receiving  your  last 
letter,  I  had  determined  to  detain  at  this  place  the  eleven 
tons  of  powder  designed  for  your  camp ;  but,  lest  the 
manoeuvres  at  Boston  should  prove  a  feint,  I  have  ordered 
five  tons  of  it  to  proceed  to-morrow  morning.  The  rest 
will  follow  according  to  the  intelligence  we  receive. 

Ten  o'clock,  P.  M. — Brigadier-General  Thompson  has 
arrived  here  this  day,  and,  of  course,  takes  the  command. 
My  utmost  industry  will  be  exerted  to  assist  him  in  it. 

My  most  sincere  and  best  wishes  attend  you  ;  and  have 
the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  General,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  Stirling. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


General  Schuyler,  which  directs  me  to  wait  until  I  receive 
orders  from  the  Congress  or  from  the  General  respecting 
my  destination.  I  told  Caj)tain  Wyiikoop  what  I  now  tell 
you,  that,  whenever  I  should  receive  orders  from  the  Con- 
gress or  the  General,  I  was  willing  to  comply,  if  my  health 
would  permit ;  and  as  Captain  Wynkoop  is  desired  by  the 
General  to  get  his  men  and  go  up,  I  beg  you  would  assist 
and  forward  him,  and,  if  I  am  not  called  ujxjn,  shall  en- 
deavour to  serve  my  country  in  some  station  of  as  much 
importance  as  to  command  the  lakes. 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  my  not  answering  your  letter  before 
now,  as  it  was  not  handed  to  me,  but  to  a  soldier,  who  laid  it 
on  my  table  with  other  papers,  and  did  not  acquaint  me  of 
it ;  and  it  was  by  mere  accident  that  I  found  it  this  evening. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

William  Douglass. 
To  Joseph  Hallett,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Safety,  New-York. 


JAMES    BOYD    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Stateii-Island,  March  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  been  informed  there  is  a  complaint 
lodged  against  me  in  your  House,  the  particulars  of  which  I 
have  not  been  informed ;  but  understand  that  it  is  dropping 
expressions  injurious  to  the  country,  and  in  favour  of  Minis- 
terial tyranny.  You  must  know,  gentlemen,  that  this  is  the 
country  that  gave  me  birth,  and  for  which  I  hope  ever  shall 
have  the  tenderest  and  most  feeling  regard ;  the  country 
for  whose  liberty  I  would  step  forward  with  as  much  cheer- 
fulness as  any  gentleman  that  has  entered  complaint  to  your 
honourable  body ;  the  country  which  I  always  intended  to 
risk  my  life  in  defence  of  her  just  rights,  for  which  reason  I 
last  week  went  to  New-York,  in  order  to  see  Messrs.  Lav3- 
rence  and  Bancker,  and  offer  myself  for  a  commission  in  the 
Continental  service.  At  the  time  when  the  people  belonging 
to  one  of  his  Majesty's  transports,  then  lying  at  the  water- 
ing place,  came  on  shore  to  plunder  the  inhabitants  of  this 
island,  I  shouldered  my  firelock,  and,  with  the  foremost, 
marched  to  oppose  them.  Such,  gentlemen,  has  been  my 
conduct ;  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  nowise  inimical  to  the 
cause  of  America.  For  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions,  and 
the  truth  here  offered  to  you,  gentlemen,  I  appeal  to  Mr. 
Lawrence,  who  has  been  intimately  acquainted  with  my 
conduct,  and  a  great  deal  of  my  conversation,  since  the  pre- 
sent unhappy  contest  began. 

Gentlemen,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  favour  if  you 
would,  by  letter,  acquaint  me  with  the  particulars  of  the  crime 
alleged  against  me,  that  I  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  vin- 
dicate myself  against  the  aspersions  thrown  out  against  me. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  James  Boyd. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  City  of  Neto-York. 

WILLIAM   POWELL  TO   NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

New- York,  March  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  Having  a  permit  from  the  Committee  of  this  city  to 
sail  in  ballast  for  St.  Croix,  and  as  I  am  under  a  St.  Chris- 
topher's register,  and  going  out  with  a  West-India  family, 
my  friends  inform  me  I  may  probably  get  a  permit,  under 
those  circumstances,  to  sail  by  the  men-of-war ;  and  would 
request  of  you  to  obtain  leave  from  your  honourable  House 
for  me  to  go  on  board  of  the  men-of-war  to  solicit  it.  * 

Which  will  much  oblige,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant'  William  Powell. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress 
o{  New-York. 


MAJOR    DOUGLASS    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Brooklyn,  March  20,  1776. 

Sir:  I  this  moment  am  honoured  with  yours  of  the  18th 
instant,  and  at  present  observe  the  contents.  It  appears, 
by  Major-General  Schuyler's  letter,  that  the  honourable 
the  Continental  Congress  have  honoured  me  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  lakes,  and  that  Captain  Wynkoop  should  be 
employed  under  me.     I  am  now  upon  furlough  by  Major- 


To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony 

o/ New-York. 
The  Memorial  of  Samuel  Loudon,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  Printer,  showeth  : 
That  some  weeks  ago  a  manuscript,  composed  by  a  gen- 
tleman at  some  considerable  distance,  and  sent  in  order  to 
be  printed  here,  in  answer  to  the  celebrated  pamphlet  enti- 
tled Common  Sense,  was  put  into  my  hands  by  a  gentle- 
man of  this  city,  who  desired  me  to  print  it.     As  a  publi- 

•  [Endorsed — "  March  20, 1776.    A  Letter  from  fT.  Powell.    He  de- 
sires to  go  to  Captain  Parker  t  ship.     Refused."] 
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cation  of  this  nature  roqiiii(?d  mature  deliberation,  I  did  not 
incline,  nor  did  the  gentleman  require  me,  to  comply  with 
his  proposal  till  I  should  be  convinced  that  the  manuscript 
was  written  with  decency,  or  did  not  express,  or  even  imply, 
any  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  or  the  glorious  cause,  in  defence  of 
which  Americans  arc  spending  their  blood  and  treasure. 
Beino'  satisfied  as  to  these  particulars,  1  agreed  to  print  the 
manuscript  on  my  own  account. 

Having  made  some  progress  in  printing  off  the  sheets,  I 
advertised  the  publication  of  the  |)amphlet  in  Mr.  Gainers 
Gazette,  not  imagining  that  any  offence  could  justly  be 
taken  by  my  fellow-citizens.  liut,  to  my  great  surprise,  I 
soon  found  that  the  advertisement  iiad  gi\cn  disgust  to  some 
of  tile  inhabitants,  who  highly  resented  it. 

On  the  evening  of  the  1 8th  ultimo,  I  received  a  message 
to  attend  on  the  Committee  of  Mechanicks.  I  attended  ac- 
cordingly, and  was  interrogated  by  Mr.  Christopher  Duyc- 
Jcinck,  the  Chairman,  "  Who  was  the  author  of  the  manu- 
script I  was  printing,  and  who  gave  it  me?"  I  told  them  I 
did  not  know  the  author,  and  that  I  got  the  manuscript 
from  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  whose  name,  in  my  opinion, 
they  had  no  right  to  demand.  Displeased  at  this  reply, 
tiiey  threatened  to  bum  the  pamphlets,  blaming  mo,  in 
strong  terms,  for  printing  it.  I  expostulated  with  them  on 
the  impropriety  of  condemning  a  book  before  they  had  read 
it,  proposed  to  send  them  the  sheets  that  were  printed,  for 
their  perusal,  and  to  refer  the  whole  affair  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  abide  by  their  determination.  They  did  not, 
however,  think  it  proper  to  regard  any  of  my  proposals,  but 
sent  six  of  their  number  to  my  house,  who  nailed  and 
sealed  up  the  printed  sheets  in  boxes,  except  a  few  which 
were  drying  in  an  empty  house,  which  they  locked,  and 
took  the  key  with  them.  The  following  evening  they  re- 
turned the  key,  and  informed  me  that  they  had  referred  the 

*To  THE  Publics  :  As  the  liberty  of  the  Press  has  been  boldly  at- 
tacked, my  private  property  wantonly  destroyed,  and  suspicions  aggra- 
vated into  enormous  crimes,  ■(■  and  circulated  both  in  city  and  country, 
greatly  to  my  prejudice ;  those  considerations,  I  hope,  will  apologize  for 
laying  the  lollowing  Narrative  before  the  impartial  publipk. 

Some  weeks  ago,  a  manuscript,  composed  by  a  gentleman  at  some 
considerable  distance,  and  sent  in  order  to  be  published  here,  in  answer 
to  the  celebrated  pamphlet  entitled  Common  Sense,  was  put  into  my 
hands  by  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  who  desired  me  to  print  it.  As  a  publi- 
cation of  this  nature  required  mature  deliberation,  I  did  not  incline,  nor 
did  the  gentleman  require  me,  to  comply  with  the  proposal  till  I  should 
be  convinced  that  the  manuscript  was  written  with  decency,  and  did  not 
express,  nor  even  imply,  any  disapprobation  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress,  or  the  glorious  cause  in  defence  of 
which  .Americana  are  spending  their  blood  and  treasure.  Being  satis- 
fied as  to  these  particulars,  I  agreed  to  print  the  manuscript  on  my  own 
account. 

Having  almost  finished  printing  off  the  sheets,  I  advertised  the  publi- 
cation of  the  pamphlet,  in  Mr.  Gaine\  Gazette ;  not  imagining  that  any 
offence  could  justly  be  taken  by  my  fellow-citizens.  But,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, I  soon  found  that  the  advertisement  had  given  disgust  to  some  of 
the  inhabitants,  who  highly  resented  it  as  a  disapprobation  of  the  lauda- 
ble efforts  of  the  Colonies  to  supjiort  their  just  rights  and  privileges.  On 
the  evening  of  the  18th  ultimo,  1  received  a  message  to  attend  on  the 
Committee  of  Mechanicks.  I  attended  accordingly,  and  was  interrogated 
by  Mr.  Chritlopher  JJut/ckinck,  the  Chairman,  "  Who  was  the  author  of 
the  pamphlet  I  was  printing,  and  who  gave  me  the  manuscript  V  Other 
members  of  the  Committee  questioned  me  to  the  same  purport.  I  told 
them,  "  I  did  not  know  the  author,  and  that  I  got  the  manuscript  from  a 
gentleman  of  this  city,  who-se  name,  in  my  opinion,  they  had  no  right  to 
demand,"  Displeased  at  this  reply,  they  threatened  to  burn  the  pam- 
phlet, blaming  me  in  strong  terms  for  printing  it.  I  expostulated  with 
them  on  the  impropriety  and  unreasonableness  of  condemning  a  book 
before  they  had  read  it ;  therefore,  proposed  to  send  them  the  sheets  that 
were  printed,  for  their  perusal,  and  to  refer  the  whole  affair  to  tha  Com- 
mittee of  Safely,  and  abide  by  their  determination.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever, think  it  proper  to  regard  any  of  my  proposals,  but  sent  six  of  their 
number  to  my  house,  who  put  the  printed  sheets  in  boxes,  and  sealed 
them,  except  a  few  which  were  drying  in  an  empty  house,  the  door  of 
which  they  locked  and  took  the  key  with  them.  The  following  evening 
they  sent  the  key,  and  informed  me,  that  they  had  referred  the  matter  to 
the  General  Committee,  Same  evening  I  received  a  note  to  wait  on 
that  Committee.  I  attended,  and  was  informed  by  Mr.  Jiroome,  the 
Chairman,  that  a  complaint  had  been  preferred  against  me  for  printing 
an  answer  to  the  pamphlet  entitled  Common  Sense ;  and  that  the  (Com- 
mittee advised  me  not  to  proceed  any  further  at  present  lest  my  personal 
safety  might  be  endangered.  %  I  thanked  the  Committee,  and  promised 
to  comply  with  their  advice.  But  all  this  availed  nothing  towarils  my 
security ;  for,  past  ten  o'clock  the  same  night,  Mr.  Duyckinck,  without 
any  commission  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  attended  by  a  large  com- 
pany, and  notwithstanding  all  my  entreaties,  forced  into  my  house,  ran 

t  Five  or  six  wpekg  aao,  I  got  leave  ftnm  tlie  Coneresa  lo  endpavour  to  pet  ba<  k  a  rtiti- 
away  wr^ai't.  I  haJ  neen  iiiformeii  watt  on  hoaiil  ilie  Aani.  On  itiiswas  foitttrfeda  sub- 
picion  that  Goventour  Tryon.  or  Mr.  Kemp,  the  Kine's  A'lorney,  had  given  me  the 
answer  lo  Cvvlmon  Sensf ;  and  it  was  also  repnrte*',  tha'  I  had  received  one  hiinilred 
and  fiOy  or  two  hundred  pounds  for  plinth  e  ii  ;  both  whirh  are  entirely  falpe. 

;  None  of  the  members  ol  the  General  C'lmmitiee  of  lospt-ction  had  eeen  liie  pam- 
phlet, anil  could  nor  justify  or  coodentn  me  for  printing  it;  bur,  apprehendiiie  me  to  be 
in  danger,  from  the  mannsr  of  Itie  complaint,  sent  for  ine  and  gave  me  the  above-men* 
uuned  saluury  advice. 


matter  to  the  General  Committee  of  Inspection.  Same 
evening  I  received  a  note  to  wait  on  that  Committee.  I 
attended ;  and  was  infoniied  by  the  Ciiairman  (Colonel 
Broome)  that  a  complaint  had  been  preferred  against  me 
for  printing  an  answer  to  the  pamphlet  entitled  Common 
iieiisc,  and  the  Coiiunittec  advised  ine  not  to  persist  in  pub- 
lishing it  at  present,  as  my  personal  safety  might  be  endan- 
gered. I  thanked  the  Committee,  and  promised  to  comply 
with  their  advice.  This  availed  nothing  for  my  security, 
for  some  time  after  ten  o'clock,  the  same  nigiit,  the  before- 
mentioned  Mr.  Duyckinck,  witliout  any  connnission  from 
the  Committee,  attended  by  a  considerable  number,  to  ap- 
pearance more  than  foity  persons,  who  rushed  into  my 
house ;  some  of  them  ran  up  stairs  to  the  printing-office 
(while  others  guarded  the  door)  and  took  away  the  whole 
impression  of  said  painphlets,  being  about  fifteen  hundred, 
which,  at  a  very  moderate  calculation,  amounts  to  seventy- 
five  pounds.  They  carried  them  to  the  commons,  and 
there  burned  them,  as  I  have  been  informed. 

Your  Memorialist,  conceiving  the  above-mentioned  trans- 
actions a  violent  infraction  of  the  liberty  of  the  Press,  and 
an  unjustifiable  attack  on  his  private  property,  prays  that 
the  honourable  Coinmittee  will  take  such  measures  and 
give  directions,  in  the  premises,  as  may  secure  the  liberty  of 
the  Press,  protect  private  property,  prevent  such  insults  for 
the  future,  and  enable  your  Memorialist  to  recover  damages 
adequate  to  the  injuries  he  has  sustained.* 

And  your  Memorialist,  he.  c,  » 

•'  '  Samuel  Loudon. 

New-York,  March  20,  1776. 


THOMAS    JOHNSON   TO    NATHANIEL   FOLSOM. 

Newbury,  March  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  the  backwardness  of 
the  New-Hampshire  forces  destined  to  Q^uebeck.    The  regi- 

up  stairs  to  the  printing-office,  and  took  away  the  whole  impression  of 
said  pamphlet,  being  about  fifteen  hundred  copies,  which,  at  a  moderate 
computation,  amounts  to  seventy-five  pounds.  They,  as  I  have  been 
informed,  carried  them  to  the  commons,  and  committed  them  to  the 
flames. 

I  would  not  anticipate  the  reflections  that  will  naturally  arise  in  the 
mind  of  every  candid  and  dispassionate  reader  of  the  above  plain  and 
impartial  narrative  I  have  given  ;  but  justice  to  the  publick  and  myself 
requires  me  to  subjoin  a  few  remarks. 

As  the  question  concerning  ^Imerican  Independence  hath  not,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  been  decided  by  the  Continental  Congress,  nor 
by  any  legal  subordinate  Convention,  there  can  be  no  criminality  in  pub- 
lishing the  arguments  for  and  against  it;  and  as  it  is  a  question  of  the 
greatest  importance,  it  should  not  be  decided  before  these  arguments  are 
fully  discussed. 

Though  a  formal  answer  to  the  pamphlet  entitled  Commoji  Sejise 
hath  been  published  in  Philadelphia,  the  printer  hath  not  fallen  under 
the  resentment  of  the  Continental  Congress;  which  is  a  decisive  evidence 
that  the  Representatives  of  .VorM-./Jmmco,  do  not  judge  him  to  be  a 
transgressor.  My  zealous,  well-meaning,  but  misguided  opponents, 
would  have  acted  a  consistent  part,  had  they  paid  a  due  deference  to  the 
wisdom  and  good  sense  of  that  honourable  body  of  men,  whom  they 
have  solemnly  promised  to  support,  by  suspending  all  proceedings  against 
me  till  the  Philadelphia  printer  hatl  been  called  to  account  and  con- 
demned by  them. 

'l"he  publick  will  determine  whether,  by  not  suffering  any  persons  to 
publish  their  sentiments  but  the  author  of  the  above-mentioned  pam- 
phlet, and  such  as  have  adopted  his  way  of  thinking,  many  thousands  of 
steady  friends  to  the  common  cause  of  .imerica  are  not  depriveil  of  one 
of  their  essential  privileges — the  liberty  of  declaring  their  opinion  ujion  a 
subject  of  the  greatest  moment,  and  in  which  they  are  unspeakably  more 
interested  than  the  supposed  author  of  that  pamphlet  1 

It  is,  at  any  rate,  self-evident,  that  if  any  set  of  unauthorized  men  shall 
be  permitted  to  assume  the  power  of  legislating  for  their  fellow-citizens, 
and  punishing  them  as  they  please,  our  legal  Conventions  and  Comntit- 
tees,  with  all  the  precious  liberties  for  which  we  are  contending,  will  be 
in  effect  annihilated,  and  we  will  be  in  a  more  miserable  slavery  than 
would  arise  from  the  most  successful  execution  of  all  the  tyrannical  acts 
of  the  Bntish  Parliament. 

The  freedom  df  the  Press  is  now  insulted  and  infringed,  by  some  zeal- 
ous advocates  for  lilierty.  A  few  more  nocturnal  assaults  upon  printers 
may  totally  destroy  it,  and  ^imerica,  in  consequence,  may  fall  a  sacrilice 
to  a  more  fatal  despotism  than  that  with  which  we  are  threatened. 

I  have  no  consciousness  of  guilt  in  the  affair  for  which  I  have  been 
persecuted.  It  is  well  known  that  I  have  always  been  a  steady  friend  to 
the  liberties  of^imerica  ;  and  I  am  resolved  to  risk  my  all  in  their  defence, 
and  cheerfully  to  submit  to  every  determination  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  of  the  General 
Committee  of  this  city,  that  is  not  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  religion, 
justice,  and  humanity ;  hoping,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  reputation 
of  Jlmerican  Councils  will  never  be  contaminated  by  any  determina- 
tion of  such  an  iniquitous  kind.  I  only  claim  common  justice ;  and  de- 
sire that  for  the  future,  all  political  publications  issued  from  my  press 
may  be  legally  and  impartially  tried,  by  the  publickly  avowed  prin- 
ciples of  the  Colonies,  met  in  Continental  Congress.  If,  at  any  time,  I 
shall  publish  principles  opposite  to  these,  under  any  other  predicament 
than  that  of  common  news,  let  me  be  treated  with  all  the  severity  which 
an  enemy  to  his  country  deserves.  Samcel  Loudos, 
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ment  is  not  near  full,  nor  gone ;  but  there  are  some  reasons — 
one  is,  that  no  officere  were  allowed  on  York  side,  nor  any- 
body even  to  advise.  Mr.  Morey  left  a  letter  for  Colonel 
Bedel,  at  Exeter,  informing  that  Mr.  Johnson  could  not  be 
an  officer  as  he  said. 

We  had  concluded  no  officer  could  be  allowed  in  another 
Colony  ;  and  he  has  given  out  since  that  he  had  a  right  to  inlist 
all  the  soldiers  in  another  Colony,  but  no  officer  might  be 
allowed.  On  the  whole,  I  am  sorry  that  New-Hampshire 
is  so  backward,  and  am  afraid  the  lake  will  be  broken  before 
they  cross  it.  It  is  really  strange  that  Philaihlphia  Troops 
can  be  raised,  and  in  Canada,  before  your  troops,  when  we 
are  not  more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  Montreal. 

I  have  taken  the  freedom  to  tell  you  the  true  state  of  the 
case,  as  you  are  one  of  the  Committee,  and  a  friend  to  the 
cause. 

From  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Johnson. 
To  Nathaniel  Folsom,  Esq.,  Eteter. 


WILLIAM  LUX  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  March  21,  1776. 

Gentlf.men  :  By  a  letter  I  received  from  Mr.  Bowly,  by 
this  day's  post,  he  tells  me  our  Delegates  had  ordered  all  the 
sailcloth  to  be  left  at  Philadelphia ;  the  other  things  were 
to  come  in  the  packet  on  Tuesday.  I  expect  they  mean  to 
sell  the  sailcloth,  as  the  price  is  very  high  there.  We  sold 
ours  at  nine  pounds  ten  shillings  per  bolt.  If  the  gentlemen 
have  not  written  you  their  reasons  for  doing  it,  I  think  you 
had  better  order  it  down,  as  perhaps  you  may  not  soon  meet 
a  further  supply. 

General  Lee  got  here  last  night,  and  has  been  to  view  our 
battery.  He  thinks  it  very  well  executed,  and  that  it  will 
answer  the  intention.  He  has  taken  Mr.  Masscnhaugh  with 
him  to  Virginia,  and  says  he  understands  his  business,  and 
that  he  cannot  do  without  him.  I  desired  him  to  write  you  a 
line  on  the  occasion,  because,  as  you  had  been  pleased  to  give 
him  the  command  chiefly  through  my  intelligence,  I  desired 
to  stand  acquitted  to  you.  That  he  has  promised  to  do.  Mr. 
Massenbaugh  would  have  waited  on  you  to  have  thanked 
you  for  your  favours,  but  the  General  was  in  so  great  a 
hurry,  and  said  he  must  go  with  him. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most 

obedient  servant,  ^,t  -, 

'  William  l^ux. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  COLONEL  JOHN  VEAZEY. 

[No.  72.]  Annapolis,  March  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  letter  we  received  from  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  the  14th  of  last  month,  advising  us  of  the 
importation  of  eight  tons  of  gunpowder,  in  Delaware,  by 
Captain  Nathaniel  Ramsay,  and  that  he  had  engaged  to 
supply  your  County  with  one  ton  of  it,  we  wrote  to  you 
immediately,  requesting  you  would  secure  the  whole  for  the 
use  of  this  Province,  and  transmitted,  by  Captain  Craigg, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  ton  engaged  ;  but  as 
we  have  since  understood  none  of  the  powder  was  to  be  had, 
we  desire  you  will  return  the  money  by  the  first  safe  con- 
veyance ;  and  hope  you  will  excuse  our  taking  this  liberty 
with  you,  as  we  are  not  yet  furnished  with  the  plates  and 
paper  for  the  new  emission,  and  drafts  come  in  every  day 
upon  our  Treasury,  which  is  reduced  very  low. 

We  are,  &ic. 
To  Colonel  John  Veazey. 


you,  therefore,  to  deliver  to  the  Captains  of  the  companies  on 
the  water  as  much  as  you  may  conceive  will  be  sufficient, 
(taking  their  receipt,)  with  orders  not  to  distribute  it  among 
their  respective  companies  imtil  there  is  a  real  ntscessity, 
and  to  keep  the  residue  in  some  convenient  part  of  your 
County,  where,  upon  an  emergency,  the  other  companies 
may  be  supplied.     We  are,  &c.  ' 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  ^rteen  Anne's  County. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF    SAFETY  TO    QUEEN   ANNE  S   COUNTY 
COMMITTEE. 

[No.  73.]  Annapolis,  March  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  enclosed 
order  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent  County, 
and  expect  they  will  send  the  gunpowder  to  you  early  in 
next  week,  as  it  probably  will  be  with  them  on  Saturday, 
from  Philadelphia.  Upon  the  late  alarm,  some  powder  was 
given  into  the  hands  of  the  Militia  on  this  side  of  the  bay, 
and  we  fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  collect  the  greatest  part  of 
it  acain,  and  that  too  much  of  what  may  remain  with  the 
people  will  be  lost  to  the  publick.     We  recommend  it  to 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    DORCHESTER    COUNTT 


COMMITTEE. 


[No.  74.] 


Annapolis,  March  21,  1776. 


Gentlemen:  Wc  received  yours  of  the  15th  instant,  by 
Captain  Woolford,  and  are  much  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
Militia  of  your  County  behaved  with  so  much  spirit  and 
alacrity  on  the  late  alarm  occasioned  by  the  Otter  sloop* 
of-war  and  her  tender's  appearance  in  the  bay ;  but,  at 
tlie  same  time,  we  are  concerned  to  find  they  have  so  few 
good  arms  among  them.  We  doubt  not  but  that  the  same 
noble  and  generous  spirit,  which  induced  them  to  step  forth 
on  the  late  occasion,  in  defence  of  our  just  rights  and  privi- 
leges, and  those  of  their  fellow-citizens,  will  support  them 
under  every  difficulty  they  may  have  to  encounter.  Yoa 
may  be  assured  that  the  Council  will  give  them,  as  well  as 
every  other  part  of  the  Province,  all  the  assistance  in  their 
power.  We  have  ordered  the  anus  and  powder  imported 
by  Captain  Tibhet,  for  the  use  of  the  Province,  down  to 
Chestertown,  from  whence  the  arms  will  be  distributed 
among  the  regular  troops  stationed  on  the  Eastern-Shore, 
and  a  proportion  of  the  powder  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
each  County.  Enclosed  we  send  you  our  orders  for  the 
distribution  of  the  powder  (which  we  have  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  Cambridge,  to  Mr.  Harrison's  care)  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Kent  County,  and  we  hope  will  reach  you  by  the 
middle  of  next  week,  as  also  an  order  on  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Eastern-Shore  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  oS 
sending  forward  that  for  Worcester  and  Somerset  Counties. 
Upon  the  late  alarm  some  powder  was  given  into  the  hands 
of  the  Militia  on  this  side  of  the  bay,  and  we  fear  it  will 
be  difficult  to  collect  the  greatest  part  of  it  again ;  and  that 
too  much  of  what  may  remain  with  the  people  will  be  lost 
to  the  publick.  We  recommend  it  to  you,  therefore,  to  de- 
liver to  the  Captains  on  the  water  side  as  much  as  you 
may  conceive  will  be  sufficient,  (taking  their  receipts,)  with 
orders  not  to  distribute  it  among  the  respective  companies 
until  there  is  a  real  necessity,  and  to  keep  the  residue  in 
some  convenient  part  of  your  County,  where,  upon  any 
emergency,  the  other  companies  may  be  readily  supplied. 

We  have  given  Captain  Woolford  an  order  on  Captain 
Robson  for  the  Provincial  arms  which  we  received  from  the 
Committee  of  Observation  of  Kent  County,  and  we  hope 
soon  to  be  able  to  completely  arm  his  and  the  other  Inde- 
pendent Companies  stationed  on  your  shore. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Dorchester  County. 


PHILADELPHIA    COUNTY    COMMrTTEE. 

Philadelphia  County,  March  21,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  considerable  majority  of  the  gentlemen 
who  have  been  chosen  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year  as  a 
Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  for  this  County, 
Colonel  JVilliam  Hamilton  was  appointed  Chairman,  and 
Dr.  Enoch  Edtvards,  Secretary. 

This  Committee,  after  having  observed  that  several  Com- 
mittees of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  have  recommended 
the  calling  a  Convention,  and  some  of  them  proceeded  to 
nominate  persons  to  represent  them  in  the  same. 

Resolved,  N.  C.  D.,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee that  the  measure  of  calling  a  Convention  is  by  no 
means  necessary  at  this  time,  as  we  trust  that  the  honoura- 
ble House  of  Assembly,  now  sitting,  are  ready  to  hear  and 
redress  every  grievance  that  is,  or  may  properly  be,  laid 
before  them. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  requested  of  all  those  gentlemen 
who  have  undertaken  to  collect  Donations  for  the  Poor  of 
Boston,  that  they  would  pay  their  several  sums  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Joseph  Mathers,  who  is  appointed  Treasurer 
for  this  year. 

Resolved,  That  John  Bull,  Esquire,  Colonels  William 
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Hamilton,  Robert  Lewis,  Doctors  Charles  Benscl,  Samuel 
Swift,  Messieurs  Joseph  Mathers,  Jonathan  Pascall,  and 
Isaac  Hughes,  be  appointed  to  serve  as  a  Committee  of 
Cones  jxindence. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  those  few  Town- 
ships which  have  yet  neglected  to  clioose  a  person  to  repre- 
sent them  in  this  Committee,  that  tliey  would  proceed  to 
do  it  as  soon  as  possible,  as  their  members  will  be  expected 
to  attend  when  the  Cliainnan  shall  think  proper  to  call 
another  meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Enoch  Edwards,  Secretary. 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. LETTER  III. 

When  I  sat  down  to  address  you,  a  resolve  or  vote  of 
our  Committee  of  Inspection  for  calling  a  Convention  had 
alarmed  many  good  friends  of  the  Province,  on  account  of 
our  Charter  Constitution  ;  and,  therefore,  I  determined  freely 
to  examine  the  right  of  the  Committee  to  convene  such  a 
body,  the  necessity  of  their  being  convened,  the  powers 
which  they  might  assume,  and  the  confusion  such  a  mea- 
sure must  produce.  But,  in  the  evening  of  the  same  day 
on  which  my  first  letter  was  published,  we  were  acquainted, 
"by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  that  they  had 
recalled  their  former  vote ;"  and  therefore,  as  the  resolution 
for  this  recall  was  probably  formed  before  my  publication, 
I  shall  claim  no  merit  in  it.  The  publick  seems  willing  to 
ascribe  it  to  motives  of  prudence,  suggested  by  the  general 
disapprobation  of  the  Convention  scheme,  the  zeal  shown 
among  all  ranks  of  people  for  the  support  of  our  ancient 
Government  by  Assembhes,  and  the  little  prospect  that  any 
regard  would  have  been  paid  to  the  edicts  of  a  body  of 
men  constituted  without  necessity,  even  if  we  could  sup- 
pose any  number  of  our  County  Committees  willing  to 
unite  in  assuming  powers  which  were  never  delegated  to 
them. 

But  those  who  correspond  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
give  us  other  reasons  than  the  above.  They  tell  us  that 
they  have  held  a  "conference  with  several  Members  of 
Assembly,"  and  have,  in  behalf  of  this  Province,  told 
tliem  their  duty ;  that  the  said  members  have  promised  all 
future  attention  to  the  same ;  but  that  the  Committee, 
watchful  for  our  good,  and  not  willing  to  trust  them  too  far, 
Still  hold  the  rod  over  them,  and  therefore  have  not  annul- 
led their  vote,  but  have  only  been  graciously  pleased  to  for- 
bear, "  for  the  present,  the  forwai-ding  the  letters  [or  issuing 
the  writs]  for  calling  a  Convention." 

This  is  rather  spoken  in  a  lordly  style,  if  it  be  anything 
more  than  the  assuming  language  of  the  few  who  corres- 
pond in  the  name  of  the  Committee.  But  if  there  be  those 
who  think  a  back  door  more  honourable  for  a  retreat  than 
the  front,  I  would  not  wound  their  dignity,  nor  throw  a 
straw  in  the  way  to  retard  them.  It  is  probable  that  our 
Assembly  may  now  be  permitted  to  exercise  their  own 
judgment,  without  further  attempts  to  intimidate  them  in 
the  discharge  of  the  important  trust  committed  to  them  by 
the  voice  of  their  country ;  and  therefore,  as  I  would  avoid 
contention  at  all  times,  and  especially  at  this  dangerous 
crisis,  I  shall  likewise,  for  the  present,  forbear  sending  to 
the  Press  everything  which  I  had  prepared  in  vindication 
of  our  injured  Representatives,  except  so  far  as  relates  to 
Independency.  But  that  topic  I  propose,  as  occasion  offers, 
to  handle  at  some  length ;  for  I  find  the  chief  resentment 
levelled  against  them,  appears  to  be  on  account  of  their  in- 
structions to  their  Delegates.  These,  in  the  eyes  of  some 
men,  stand  as  an  insurmountable  barrier  in  the  way  of  their 
destructive  purposes,  and  I  trust  will  continue  so  to  stand 
till  removed  by  the  clear  sense  of  an  uncorrupled  majority 
of  the  good  people  of  this  Province.  Without  full  proofs 
of  this,  the  Assembly  can  neither  consent  to  any  change  of 
our  Constitution,  or  to  make  the  least  transfer  of  our  alle- 
giance ;  and  these  proofs  ought  to  be  more  pure  than  what 
can  flow  through  the  foul  pages  of  interested  writers,  or 
strangers  intenneddling  in  our  affairs,  and  avowedly  press- 
ing their  Republick  schemes  upon  us,  at  the  risk  of  all  we 
hold  valuable.  Nor  would  I  be  willing  to  receive  these 
proofs  from  Committees,  as  proposed  in  the  Evening  Post 
of  the  9th  instant,  by  one  who  signs  himself  "  A  Lover  of 
Order,"  but  should  be  styled  an  Author  of  Confusion. 

"  It  would  be  proper  (says  he)  that  the  constituents  of 


the  Congress  should  declare  their  sentiments  upon  that  head 
[Independence]  as  soon  as  possible.  This  may  be  done  by 
the  various  Committees  and  Conventions  on  the  Continent. 
Their  votes  and  resolves  should  determine  the  question  in 
the  Congress.  The  first  Congress  was  nothing  but  the 
echo  of  Committees  and  Conventions.  In  the  present  im- 
portant question  concerning  Independence,  the  Congress 
should  only  (as  in  the  former  case)  echo  back  the  senti- 
ments of  that  people ;"  that  is,  of  Committees  and  Conven- 
tions. And  thus  we  may  be  echoed  and  re-echoed  out  of 
our  liberties,  our  property,  our  happiness,  and  plunged 
deeper  and  deeper  into  all  the  growing  horrours  of  war  and 
bloodshed,  without  ever  being  consulted.  For  I  insist  upon 
it.  that  no  Committees  were  ever  entnisted  with  any  autho- 
rity to  speak  the  sense  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  on 
this  question.  I  have  already  observed  by  how  few  voices 
our  largest  Committee  of  a  hundred  was  chosen ;  and  I 
know  some  Counties  where  the  whole  Committee  was 
named  by  six  or  seven  voices  only.  At  this  rate,  three  or 
four  hundred  people  would  take  upon  them  to  declare  the 
sense  of  as  many  hundred  thousands,  in  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  ever  came  before  us.  Can  you, 
my  countrymen,  acquiesce  in  such  a  horrible  doctrine  ?  Or 
does  not  the  bare  mention  of  it  still  further  convince  you 
that  your  liberties  can  nowhere  be  so  safe  as  in  the  hands 
of  your  Representatives  in  Assembly?  "  Those  who  are  not 
inebriated  with  Independency  will  certainly  allow,  that  the 
instructions  to  their  Delegates  were  dictated  by  the  true 
spirit  of  peace,  justice,  and  exalted  policy.  Who  so  pro- 
per to  instruct  them  as  those  chosen  by  yourselves,  not  in 
the  hour  of  passion,  riot,  and  confusion,  but  in  the  day  of 
peace  and  tranquil  reflection  ?"  These  words  I  borrow 
from  a  pamphlet  just  published,  under  the  title  of  Plain 
Truth ;  which  I  would  recommend  to  your  perusal,  as  con- 
taining many  judicious  remarks  upon  the  mischievous  tenets 
and  palpable  absurdities  held  forth  in  the  pamphlet  so 
falsely  called  Common  Sense. 

I  have,  in  my  second  letter,  freely  declared  my  political 
creed,  viz :  "  That  the  true  interest  of  America  hes  in  re- 
conciliation with  Great  Britain  upon  constitutional  princi- 
ples, and  that  I  wish  it  upon  none  else."  I  now  proceed 
to  give  my  reasons  for  this  declaration.  It  is  fit,  in  so  great 
a  question,  that  you  should  weigh  both  sides  well,  and 
exercise  that  good  sense  for  which  the  inhabitants  of  these 
Colonies  have  been  hitherto  distinguished ;  and  then  I 
shall  be  under  no  apprehensions  concerning  the  pernicious, 
though  specious  plans,  which  are  every  day  published  in 
our  newspapers  and  pamphlets.  The  people  generally 
judge  right,  when  the  whole  tmth  is  plainly  laid  before 
them ;  but  through  inattention  in  some,  and  fondness  for 
novelty  in  others,  when  but  one  side  of  a  proposition  is  agi- 
tated and  persevered  in,  they  may  gradually  deceive  them- 
selves, and  adopt  what  cooler  reflection  and  future  dear- 
bought  experience  may  prove  to  be  ruinous. 

Agriculture  and  commerce  have  hitherto  been  the  happy 
employments,  by  which  these  Middle  Colonies  have  risen 
into  wealth  and  importance.  By  them  the  face  of  the 
country  has  been  changed  from  a  barren  wilderness  into  the 
hospitable  abodes  of  peace  and  plenty.  Without  them, 
we  had  either  never  existed  as  Americans,  or  existed  only 
as  Savages.  The  oaks  would  still  have  possessed  their  na- 
tive spots  of  earth,  and  never  have  appeared  in  the  form  of 
ships  and  houses.  What  are  now  well  cultivated  fields,  or 
flourishing  cities,  would  have  remained  only  the  solitary 
haunts  of  wild  beasts,  or  of  men  equally  wild. 

That  much  of  our  former  felicity  was  owing  to  the  protec- 
tion of  England  is  not  to  be  denied  ;  and  that  we  might  still 
derive  great  advantages  from  her  protection  and  friendship, 
if  not  valued  at  too  high  a  price,  is  equally  certain  ;  nor  is 
it  worth  inquiring  whether  that  protection  was  afforded  us 
more  for  her  own  sake  than  ours.  That  the  former  was 
the  case,  more  especially  since  the  Colonies  grew  into  con- 
sequence, I  have  not  the  least  doubt ;  but  that  this  is  a 
reason  for  our  rejecting  any  future  connection  with  her  I 
must  utterly  deny.  Although  I  consider  her  as  having,  in 
her  late  conduct  towards  us,  acted  the  part  of  a  cniel  step- 
dame,  and  not  of  a  fostering  parent;  I  would  not  therefore 
quarrel  with  the  benefits  I  may  reap  from  a  connection  with 
her,  and  can  expect  to  reap  nowhere  else.  If,  by  her 
fleets  and  armies,  every  nation  on  the  globe  is  deterred 
from  invading  our  properties,  either  on  the  high-seas,  in 
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foreign  countries,  or  on  our  own  coasts,  ought  we  not,  in 
sound  policy,  to  profit  by  her  strength  ;  and,  witliout  regard- 
ing the  motives  of  her  conduct,  embrace  the  opportunity  of 
becoming  rich  and  powerful  in  her  friendship,  at  an  expense 
far  less  than  it  would  cost  us  merely  to  exist  in  alliance 
with  any  other  power? 

If  our  present  differences  can  be  accommodated,  there  is 
scarce  a  probability  that  she  will  ever  renew  the  late  fatal 
system  of  policy,  or  attempt  to  employ  a  force  against  us. 
But  should  she  be  so  infatuated,  at  any  future  period,  as  to 
think  of  subjugating  us,  either  by  the  arts  of  corruption  or 
oppressive  exertions  of  power,  can  we  entertain  a  doubt 
but  that  we  shall  again,  with  a  virtue  equal  to  the  present, 
and  with  the  weapons  of  defence  in  our  hands  (when  neces- 
sary) convince  her  that  we  are  willing,  by  a  constitutional 
connection  with  her,  to  afford  and  receive  reciprocal  bene- 
fits ;  but,  although  subjects  of  the  same  King,  we  \\  ill  not 
consent  to  be  her  slaves.  It  was  on  this  ground,  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  trying  new  forms  of  Government,  or 
erecting  separate  independent  States,  "  that  America  em- 
barked in  the  present  glorious  contest."  On  this  ground, 
and  upon  none  else,  the  Continental  Union  is  formed.  On 
this  ground  we  have  a  powerful  support  among  the  true 
sons  of  liberty  in  Great  Britain;  and  lastly,  upon  this 
ground,  we  have  the  utmost  assurance  of  obtaining  a  full 
redress  of  our  grievances,  and  an  ample  security  against  any 
future  violation  of  our  just  rights.  And  if  hereafter,  in  the 
fulness  of  time,  it  shall  be  necessary  to  separate  from  the 
land  that  gave  birth  to  our  ancestors,  it  will  be  in  our  state 
of  perfect  manhood,  when  we  can  fully  wield  our  own 
arms,  and  protect  our  commerce  and  coasts  by  our  own 
fleets,  without  looking  to  any  nation  upon  earth  for  assist- 
ance. 

This,  I  say,  was  our  ground,  and  these  our  views,  univer- 
sally declared,  from  the  origin  of  this  contest  till  within  a 
few  weeks  ago,  when  some  gleams  of  reconciliation  began 
first  to  break  in  upon  us.  If  we  now  mean  to  change  this 
ground,  and  reject  all  propositions  of  peace,  from  that  mo- 
ment we  are  deserted  by  every  advocate  of  our  cause  in 
Great  Britain;  we  falsify  every  declaration  which  the 
Congress  hath  heretofore  held  forth  in  our  behalf;  we 
abandon  all  prospect  of  preserving  our  importance  by  trade 
and  agriculture — the  ancient,  sure,  and  experienced  road  to 
wealth  and  happiness. 

In  short,  if  thus  contradicting  all  our  former  publick  pro- 
fessions, we  should  now  affect  Independency  as  our  own 
act,  before  it  appears  clearly  to  the  world  to  have  been 
forced  upon  us  by  the  cruel  hand  of  the  parent  state,  we 
could  neither  hope  for  union  nor  success  in  the  attempt. 
We  must  be  considered  as  a  faithless  people  in  the  sight  of 
all  mankind,  and  could  scarcely  expect  the  confidence  of 
any  nation  upon  earth,  or  look  up  to  Heaven  for  its  appro- 
ving sentence.  On  the  contrary,  every  convulsion  attend- 
ant upon  revolutions  and  innovations  of  Government,  un- 
timely attempted  or  finally  defeated,  might  be  our  portion  ; 
added  to  the  loss  of  trade  for  want  of  protection  ;  the  con- 
sequent decay  of  husbandry ;  bloodshed  and  desolation  ; 
with  an  exchange  of  the  easy  and  flourishing  condition  of 
farmers  and  merchants,  for  a  life,  at  best,  of  hardy  poverty 
as  soldiers  or  hunters. 

To  see  America  reduced  to  such  a  situation  may  be  the 
choice  of  adventurers  who  have  nothing  to  lose,  or  of  men 
exalted  by  the  present  confusions  into  lucrative  offices, 
which  they  can  hold  no  longer  than  the  continuance  of  the 
publick  calamities.  But  can  it  be  the  wish  of  all  that  great 
and  valuable  body  of  people  in  America,  who,  by  honest 
industry,  have  acquired  a  competency,  and  have  experi- 
enced a  happier  life  ?  Can  it  be  their  wish,  I  say,  for  such 
considerations,  to  have  destruction  continually  before  their 
eyes ;  and  to  have  enormous  debts  entailed  upon  them  and 
their  posterity,  till  at  length  they  have  nothing  left  which 
they  can  truly  call  their  own  ? 

I  know  the  answers  which  will  be  given  to  these  ques- 
tions, and  am  prepared  to  reply  to  them,  with  that  temper 
and  gravity  which  so  serious  a  subject  requires.  It  will  be 
asserted — indeed  it  has  already  been  asserted — that  the  ani- 
mosities between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  are  now 
advanced  to  such  a  height  that  reconciliation  is  impossible. 
But  assertions  are  nothing,  when  opposed  to  the  nature  of 
things,  the  tr^th  of  history,  and  all  past  experience.  The 
quan-els  of  nations,  being  neither  personal  or  private,  can- 


not stir  up  mutual  hatred  among  individuals.  There  never 
was  a  war  so  implacable,  even  among  States  naturally 
rivals  and  enemies,  or  among  savages  themselves,  as  not  to 
have  peace  for  its  object  as  well  as  end.  And  among  peo- 
ple naturally  friends,  and  connected  by  every  dearer  tie, 
who  knows  not  that  their  quarrels  (as  those  of  lovers)  are 
often  but  a  stronger  renewal  of  love  ?  In  such  cases,  the 
tide  of  affection,  reverting  to  its  course,  is  like  that  of  water 
long  pent  back,  which,  at  length  bursting  the  op|X)sing 
mounds,  breaks  forward  through  its  native  channel,  and 
flows  with  redoubled  vigour  and  hicreased  velocity,  to  mix 
itself  with  its  parent  main. 

It  has  been  further  asserted,  that  we  are  able,  with 
our  land  forces,  to  defend  ourselves  against  the  whole  world ; 
that  if  commerce  be  an  advantage,  we  may  command  what 
foreign  alliances  we  please ;  that  the  moment  we  declare 
ourselves  an  independent  people,  there  are  nations  ready  to 
face  the  British  thunder,  and  become  die  carriers  of  our 
commodities  for  the  sake  of  enriching  themselves ;  that  if 
this  were  not  the  case,  we  can  soon  build  navies  to  force 
and  protect  a  trade ;  that  a  confederacy  of  the  Colonies  into 
one  great  Republick  is  preferable  to  Kingly  Government, 
which  is  the  appointment  of  the  Devil,  or  at  least  repro- 
bated by  God;  that  those  denominated  wise  men  in  our 
own  and  foreign  countries,  who  have  been  so  lavish  of  their 
encomiums  upon  the  English  Constitution ,  were  but  egregious 
fools  ;  that  it  is  nothing  better  than  a  bungling  piece  of  ma- 
chinery, standing  in  need  of  constant  checks  to  regulate  and 
continue  its  motions  ;  that  the  nation  itself  is  but  one  mass 
of  corruption,  having  at  its  head  a  Royal  biTJte,  a  hardened 
Pharaoh,  delighting  in  blood  ;  that  we  never  can  enjoy 
liberty  in  connection  with  such  a  country ;  and,  therefore, 
all  the  hardships  mentioned  above,  and  a  thousand  times 
n)ore,  if  necessary,  are  to  be  endured  for  the  preservation  of 
our  rights. 

If  these  things  had  been  as  fully  proved  as  they  are  boldly 
asserted  by  the  authors  of  what  is  called  Commrni  Sense,  I 
should  here  drop  my  pen,  and,  through  the  short  remainder 
of  life,  take  my  chance  of  whatever  miseries  Providence 
may  have  in  reserve  for  this  land,  as  I  know  of  none  else  to 
which  I  can  retire.  But  as  these  doctrines  contradict  every- 
thing which  we  have  hitherto  been  taught  to  believe  re- 
specting Government,  I  hope  you,  my  dear  countrymen, 
have  yet  kept  one  ear  open  to  hear  what  answer  may  be 
given  in  my  future  letters.  p 

Postscript. 

Cato  to  Tiberius,  greeting. — Questions  civilly  proposed 
deserve  a  civil  answer,  which  shall  be  speedily  given  to 
those  of  Tiberius.  Urbanity  becomes  us  Romans ;  and 
Cato  is  proud  to  correspond  with  one  assuming  that  charac- 
ter, although  he  is  not  fond  of  the  imperial  name.  He  has 
no  quarrel  with  our  Committee  as  a  publick  body,  and  re- 
gards many  of  the  members  as  fit  to  fill  any  station  to  which 
they  may  be  called  by  their  country.  If  he  cannot  support 
his  charges  against  the  individuals  who  projected  the  Con- 
vention scheme,  he  will  cheerfully  acknowledge  his  mistake. 
He  never  expected  to  finish  these  letters  without  opposition. 
The  question  is,  whether  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  Aine- 
rica  can  be  best  secured  by  a  constitutional  reconciliation 
with  Great  Britain,  or  by  a  total  separation  from  it  ?  Cato 
is  willing  to  be  judged  by  his  countrymen,  when  the  whole 
of  his  arguments  shall  be  submitted  to  them.  Whatever 
may  be  insinuated  before  that  time,  he  will  scarce  think 
worthy  of  regard ;  and  it  was  rather  unbecoming  Tiberius, 
so  eariy  in  the  dispute  to  suggest  that  "  the  sentiments  (in 
the  letters)  may  resemble  a  modem,  more  than  an  ancient, 
Cato,  who  will  consent  to  live  a  slave  rather  than  to  die 
free."  The  inaccuracy  of  expression,  in  making  sentiments 
resemble  men,  may  be  passed  over ;  for  where  a  person's 
meaning  can  be  picked  out,  in  such  a  contest  as  this,  Cato 
despises  a  war  about  words. 

N.  B.  The  twelve  queries  in  the  Evening  Post  are,  in 
substance,  the  same  as  the  questions  of  Tiberius,  and  the 
same  answer  will  serve  for  both. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAI.    WA9HINCT0^f, 
Philadelphia,  Thursday  Evening,  March  21,  1776, 
Sir  :  I  am  this  moment  honoured  with  your  favour  of 
the  13th  by  express,  which  1  shall  lay  before  Congress  in 
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the  morning.  I  expect  immediately  to  be  ordered  to  des- 
patch the  first  by  Ftssemlm  to  you,  when  I  shall  have  the 
honour  to  write  you  very  particularly. 

This  is  only  to  infonn  you  that  I  have  sent  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Army  under 
your  command,  to  the  care  of  Thomas  Hanson,  John  Don- 
aldson, and  Moses  Franks,  Esquires,  gentlemen  of  charac- 
ter, who,  I  am  confident,  will  meet  your  notice. 

I  am,  with  the  fullest  sentiments  of  esteem,  sir,  your  very 
humble  servant,  j^^^  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


PRESIDENT    OP    CONGRESS   TO    COLONEL   WARREN. 

Philadelphia,  March  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  now  only  time  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
sent,  packed  in  three  boxes,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  under  the  care  of  Thomas 
Hanson,  John  Donaldson,  and  Moses  Franks,  Esquires, 
gentlemen  of  character,  and  who  I  beg  may  meet  your  no- 
tice and  civilities. 

I  am  so  engaged,  I  cannot  add  but  that  I  am,  with  re- 
spect, sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Honourable  Colonel  Warren,  Paymaster. 

PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  THOMAS  HANSON  AND  OTHERS, 

Philadelphia,  March  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  You  having  engaged  to  take  charge  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  I  have  delivered 
you  in  three  boxes,  I  am  to  desire  you  will  pix)ceed  with  as 
much  expedition  as  possible,  and  deliver  the  same  money  at 
Cambridge  to  James  Warren,  Esq.,  Paymaster,  or  to  the 
order  of  General  Washington,  and  take  a  receipt  therefor. 

All  Committees,  and  officers  in  the  Continental  Army, 
are  requested  to  afford  you  all  the  aid  you  require  on  your 
journey. 

Should  you  meet  General  Washington  on  the  road,  you 
will  deliver  the  lettei-s  to  him,  and  follow  his  orders ;  but 
you  are  by  no  means  to  be  interrupted  or  counter-ordered 
by  any  other  officer  whatever. 

I  wish  you  a  pleasant  journey,  and  am,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  j^^^  Hancock,  President. 

To  Thomas  Hanson,  John  Donaldson,  and  Moses  Franks, 
Esquires. 

JAMES    DUANE   TO   NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  bearer,  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton,  is 
Commissary  for  the  Pennsylvania  Troops.  He  supplies 
them  by  contract,  at  seven  pence  per  ration.  He  will  pro- 
bably make  the  same  offer  for  the  rest  of  the  Army  in  the 
Middle  Department ;  and  unless  others  will  be  equally  rea- 
sonable, must  be  entitled  to  a  preference,  it  being  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  to  have  their  armies  supplied  on  the  easiest 
terms.  He  supports  a  very  fair  character  in  this  place,  and 
is  well  connected. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  with  the  utmost  re- 
gard, your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Duane. 

To  the  Honourable  Convention  of  New-  York. 


CAPTAINS   FORD    AND    COOKE    TO   LORD    STIRLING. 

Morris  County,  March  21,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  In  consequence  of  a  letter  written  by  your 
Lordship  to  Mr.  Alexander  Carmichael,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  this  County,  dated  at  New-York,  the  17th 
instant,  requesting  three  hundred  of  the  Militia  to  come  over 
to  your  assistance,  we  have  this  day  marched  a  detachment 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  soldiers,  (exclusive  of  officers,)  in 
two  companies,  from  the  First  Regiment  in  this  County, 
(which  we  have  the  honour,  as  Colonels  thereof,  to  com- 
mand,) under  some  of  our  Militia  officers,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  enclosed  muster-roll.  We  beg,  my  Lord,  that  tliey 
may  be  well  used,  and  in  the  like  manner  provided  for,  of 
which  we  cannot  have  any  doubt,  and  which  will  encourage 
our  men  to  turn  out  with  cheerfulness  upon  any  future  oc- 


casion. We  also  beg  they  may  not  be  d(!tained  from  their 
suffering  fanns  any  longer  than  may  be  found  very  neces- 
saiy. 

The  authority  pointed  out  to  us  in  your  Lordship's  letter 
for  calling  out  those  men,  leaves  us  no  kind  of  doubt  but  it 
became  our  duty  to  conq)ly  w  ith  the  requisition  ;  and  believe 
it,  my  Lord,  we  cannot  be  happier  than  in  affording  every 
possible  assistance  in  our  power  at  all  times,  to  the  hitherto 
successful  struggle  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Mr.  John  Doughty,  to  whom  we  have  thought  it  most 
advisable  to  give  the  command  of  our  detachment,  is  Adju- 
tant to  our  regiment ;  but  we  beg  he  may  be  a])pointed  to 
tlie  rank  and  character  of  a  Major,  while  he  is  out  on  the 
present  service  with  the  detachment,  and  so  recommend 
him  as  a  very  worthy  and  fit  person.  If  this  should  not  be 
agreeable,  we  hope  your  Lordship  will  have  no  objections 
to  our  sending  down  a  commissioned  Field-Officer  from  the 
regiment. 

We  would  also  request  of  your  Lordship  that,  as  there  is 
a  probability  (as  wc  conceive)  of  a  further  detachment  from 
this  County,  that  we  may  remain  a  separate  corps,  and  not 
be  joined  to  those  of  another  County.  This,  if  agreeable 
to  your  Lordship,  would  be  very  much  so  to  us. 

Doctor  Jahez  Canfield  comes  out  as  Quartermaster  to 
the  detachment. 

We  have  nothing  to  add  but  our  compliments  to  your 
Lordship,  and  wishes  for  your  good  health  and  prosperity, 
and  hearty  prayers  for  the  success  of  the  American  arms. 

We  are,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  humble  and 

obedient  servants,  t  tt-  t 

'  Jacob  1*  ord,  Jun., 

Ellis  Cooke. 

To  Lord  Stirling. 

Roll  and  Return  of  the  detachment  marched  from  the 
First  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Morris,  under 
the  command  of  John  Dovghty,  appointed  to  the  detach- 
ment, this  21st  of  March,  1776: 

First  Company :  Peter  Layton,  Captain  ;  Henry  Dore- 
mus,  First  Lieutenant ;  Anthony  Joline,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Samuel  Oliver,  Ensign  ;  four  Sergeants ;  four  Corporals ; 
sixty-seven  Privates. 

Second  Company :  Sylvanus  Seely,  Captain  ;  Obadiah 
Kitchell,  First  Lieutenant ;  Israel  Ward,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Benjamin  Southard,  Ensign ;  four  Sergeants ;  four  Corpo- 
rals ;  sixty-seven  Privates. 

Jabez  Canfield,  Quartermaster. 

Jacob  Ford,  Jun., 
Ellis  Cooke. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  25,  1776.] 

New- York,  March  21,  1776. 
Dear  Sir:  On  receiving  intelligence  from  Cambridge 
verbally,  by  Colonel  Bidl,  that  the  troops  ordered  to  this 
place  from  Cambridge  were  all  countermanded  except  one 
regiment.  General  Thompson  has  directed  five  tons  of  the 
powder  to  proceed  for  General  Washington's  camp ;  the 
rest  will  follow  in  a  day  or  two,  when  it  will  be  in  condi- 
tion for  so  long  land  carriage.  The  absolute  necessity  of 
shifting  it  into  other  strong  casks,  would  have  made  this  delay 
necessary,  had  there  been  no  other  reasons. 
I  am  your  most  humble  servant,  5, 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


peter   T.    CUBTKNIUS    to    THE    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OP 
SAFFTY. 

New- York,  March  21,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  Enclosed  is  an  estimate  what  the  articles 
will  amount  to  which  you  have  given  me  orders  to  purchase. 
I  have  no  cash  in  hand.     Should  be  glad  if  you  will  please 
to  give  me  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount, 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Peter  T.  Curtenius. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  New-  York. 

P.  S.  Besides  the  enclosed.  Lord  Stirling  will  ask  of 
the  Congress  to  get  intrenching  tools  made  for  ten  thousand 
men,  which  will  take  more  cash. 
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Amount  of  Sundries  I  am  ordered  to  purchase  by  Congress, 
as  per  their  order  of  the  26th  of  February,  1776,  and 
sundry  other  orders,  viz : 

2,752  Hunting  Frocks,  limited  at  10s.  8d.  £1,467   14     8 

2,752  Felt   Hats,  upon   an  average  will 

cost  about  6s.  per  piece,       ...     -         825  12     0 

2,752  pairs  Yam  Stockings,  from  4s.  6d. 
to  5s.  6d. — say  5s.     ------ 

2,752  pairs  of  Shoes,  at  8s.       -     -     -     - 

2,752  Blankets,  at  16s. 

2,752  Canteens— 156  for  Officers— 2,908, 
at  3s. 

458  Camp  Kettles,  at  8s. 

1 ,566  Cartouch  Boxes,(l  ,122  being  bought 
by  Mrs.  Smith,)  at  14s. 

1,566  Gun  Slings,  at  Is.  6rf.     -     -     -     - 

2,908  Knapsacks,  at  about  2s.  6a!.      -     - 

2,752  Tomahawks,  ground,  and  handles, 
at  2s.  6rf. 

32  Drum  Cases,  at  5s. 

32  Drums,  at  60s. 

32  Fifes,  at  6s. 

700  Bill-Hooks,  at  5s. 

12  Field-Officers'  Tents,  at  about  £25    - 

2,688  Muskets  will  average  at  least  75s.  - 
C The  price  of  tents" 
depends  on   the 
price  of  duck.  If 
I  must  give  £5 
10s.  for  Raven's 
duck,   they  will 
cost  full  what  I 
have    estimated.  >       768     0 
A    square    tent 
takes  a  piece  of 
duck,    and    ma- 
king 52s.  A  sol- 
diers' 21  yds.,  at 
about  3d.  pryd., 
andinaking,  16». 


32  Captains'  Tents, 
32  Lieutenants'  " 
16  Ensigns'  " 

4  Adjutants'         " 
4  Quarterm'sters' "  - 
4  Chaplains'         " 
4  Surgeons'  " 

96,  at  about  £8  per 
piece, 


108  Tent  Bags,  at  5s. 

108  Valises,  at  about  40s.    -     - 

450  Soldiers'  Tents,  at  about  80s. 


£22,340  17     8 


£30     0     0 


Order  of  the  4th  March. 

600  fathom  Tarred  Rope,  at  70s.  per  cwt. 

Can't   say    how    much    the   rope   will 

amount  to  until  I  know  the  weight. 

2  Fishing-Nets,  about  £15 1_    .... 

Ropes  for  Fishing-Nets,      ) 

Order  of  28th  February. 

100  barrels  Pitch,  at  30s. 

10  barrels  Turpentine,  at  30s.  -  -  -  - 
2  tons  of  Oakum,  at  £40  -  -  -  -  - 
A  large  Chain,  by  General  Lee's  order, 
100  fathom  long,  2-inch  link,  about  - 
Order  for  10  sets  Pump  Boxes,  at  4s. 
Order  for  Drag  Ropes.     Cannot  say  how 

much  they  will  weigh. 
122  Gimlets  for  priming,  at  Is.       -     -     - 
Order  for  500  loads  of  Timber  and  Boards 
for  the  Carpenter's  Shop ;  which  is  im- 
possible to  tell  until  the  accounts  come 
in.     If  I  knew  how  many  feet,  I  could 
tell.     Captain  Post  says  about        -     - 
3  Medicine  Chests,  about  £50  each,  -     - 
Order  of  lOth  February. 
600  Pickaxes,  with  helves,  at-8s.  -     -     - 

300  Hatchets,  at  3s.  6d. 

500  Handbarrows,  at  6s. 

300  Wheelbarrows,  at  24s.  -  -  -  - 
200  Crowbars,  about  6,000  wt.,  at  6d.  - 
500  Shovels,  with  handles,  about  5s.  -  - 
Balance  of  Barrackmaster's  account,    -     - 

£25,241 
3,100  bushels  Salt,  and  freight  up,  about         500 
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15  0  0 

80  0  0 

400  0  0 

2  0  0 


WILLIAM    POWELL   TO  NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OE    SAFETY. 

New-York,  March  21,  1776. 
Yesterday  I  made  application  to  your  honourable  House 
for  a  permit  to  go  on  board  the  man-of-war,  and  am  really 
sorry  I  am  thus  under  the  necessity  of  being  troublesome. 
Ruin  may  be  the  consequence  to  me  as  an  bdividual.  My 
property  as  a  merchant  of  St.  Christopher's,  and  in  the 
vessel,  is  all  I  have  to  subsist  on.  My  application  to  Cap- 
tain Parker  is  grounded  on  every  circumstance  that  ought 
to  induce  him  to  let  me  pass :  my  wife  going  with  me ; 
myself  as  an  inhabitant  of  St.  Kilts,  as  appears  by  my  re- 
gister ;  a  West-India  family  with  me ;  the  vessel  in  ballast. 
On  the  other  hand,  my  all  at  stake  if  I  am  taken  going  from 
hence,  or  in  the  Islands,  unless  I  get  the  permit.  All  which 
I  humbly  submit  to  your  consideration ;  and  am,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  William  Powell. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-  York. 


BENJAMIN    BIRDSALL  TO    NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 
At  Oyster-Bay,  Southwest  Neck,  March  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress  in  New- 
York  :  I  think  myself  bound  in  duty  to  inform  you  of  the 
conduct  of  the  people  in  the  southeasternmost  part  of  our 
County  of  Queen's  County,  where  I  am  well  acquainted. 
I  here  enclose  a  song,  that  is  publickly  and  frequently  sung 
with  joy  and  jollity,  and  healths  drank  "  Damnation  to  the 
Congress."    Such  publick  conduct,  I  conceive,  is  detrimental 
to  the  publick  union  of  friendship  in  our  County — to  the 
American  cause  now  in  contest  with  Great  Britain.     I,  for 
my  own  part,  rely  my  tnist  and  confidence  in  the  Conti- 
nental and  Provincial  Congress ;  and  depend  they  will  take 
all  methods  that  to  them  may  seem  advantageous  for  the 
safety  of  our  country,  and  the  more  perfect  union  of  the 
people.     I  can  say  our  Queen's  County  has  been,  and  still 
is,  in  a  surprising  situation,  and  dangerous  to  the  welfare  of 
our  country,  and  in  remarkable  contradiction  with  those  who 
are  actually  friends  to  the  cause  of  America ;  and  unless 
some  particular  resolves  should  be  shortly  passed  for  the 
better  regulating  said  County,  and  by  its  being  in  some  way 
regulated  by  the  Congress  military  law,  I  apprehend  it  will 
grow  worse,  instead  of  better.     I  am  ready  and  free  to  dis- 
charge any  request  in  my  power  for  the  protection  of  my 
country,  at  either  the  call  of  the  Continental  or  Provincial 
Congress ;  and  therefore  I  pray  that,  until  a  perfect  peace 
may  be  finally  settled  with  you,  (the  Congress  and  Great 
Britain,)  you  may  stand  fast  in  the  light,  with  that  true 
guide  in  Congress,  that  will  support  and  protect  advanta- 
geous laws  for  the  protection  of  your  friends,  and  a  perfect 
union  in  and  throughout  all  the  thirteen  United  Colonies — 
and  more,  all  the  friends  to  the  American  cause,  be  tliey 
where  they  may. 

From  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Benjamin  Birdsall. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  in  New-York. 


6     2    0 
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£25,741  9  8 


TO  THE  FREEBORN  SONS  OF  AMERICA  IN  GENERAL,  AND 
OF  CONNECTICUT  IN  PARTICULAR. 

New-York,  March  21,  1776. 

My  dear  Countrymen:  As  the  American  separation 
and  independence  is  now  seriously  thought  of,  and  realized 
by  our  friends  as  an  event  near  at  hand,  and  reconciliation 
despaired  of  as  a  thing  utteriy  impracticable,  if  not  impos- 
sible, it  is  high  time  to  attend  in  good  earnest  to  the  dictates 
of  common  lense,  and  to  be  collecting  the  materials  and 
laying  the  plan  for  a  more  sound  Constitution  and  perfect 
scheme  of  Government  among  ourselves,  that  will  never  wax 
old  or  decay,  nor  prove  rotten  and  defective,  as  all  others 
of  human  invention  have  done  ;  but  be  so  wise,  pemianent, 
and  solid,  as  to  stand  in  full  vigour  and  glory  as  long  as  the 
sun  and  moon  endureth,  and  afford  to  every  individual  in 
the  present  and  in  all  future  generations  ample  secunty  and 
indemnification  of  his  life,  his  liberty,  and  property.  Then 
our  peace  will  be  as  a  river,  and  our  righteousness  as  the 
waves  of  the  sea. 

To  accomplish  this  important  work,  the  present  happy  Con- 
tinental Union  must,  by  a  solemn  stipulation  or  confederation 
of  all  the  Colonies,  be  established  and  ratified,  to  endure  till 
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lime  shall  be  no  more,  to  tlie  mutual  benefit  and  advantage 
of  all  concerned ;  and  some  general  regulations  come  into 
respecting  trade  and  commerce,  and  provision  made  for  the 
military  defence  of  the  Continent  against  an  invading  foe ; 
and  a  standing  Congress  agreed  u]ion,  something  in  the  form 
of  the  present,  to  be  chosen  by  the  freemen  of  the  Colonies, 
to  be  entrusted  with  a  superintending  power  over  them 
for  the  time  being,  to  decide  disputes  and  adjust  ditferences 
that  may  arise  between  one  Colony  and  another ;  to  prepare 
for  war,  or  settle  peace,  as  occasion  shall  require ;  and  to 
direct  all  commercial  and  Continental  affairs,  &.c. 

The  internal  |K)licy  of  each  Province  will  come  next 
under  consideration  ;  as  to  which,  since  their  usage  and  cus- 
toms in  civil  and  judicial  affairs  have  heretofore  been  so  dif- 
ferent, the  one  from  the  other,  it  cannot  be  expected  there 
will  be  an  exact  uniformity  among  them ;  though  it  would 
be  happy  if  they  might  agree  in  all  essential  particulars ;  as 
it  would  tend  to  cement  their  union,  and  make  them  coalesce 
as  one  Continental  body  politick,  and  prevent  all  vain-glory- 
ing and  boasting,  that  lesser  distinctions  might  be  swallowed 
up  in  a  laudable  emulation  to  support  and  vindicate  their 
honour  as  Americans.     This  nice,  delicate  business  of  set- 
tling internal  policy  and  government  will  be  much  more 
difficult  in  some  Colonies  than  others,  as  the  change  and 
alteration  will  be  greater  when  the  projxjsed  revolution  takes 
place.     As  to  Conmcticut,  1  apprehend  it  may  be  effected 
with  the  utmost  ease,  should  they  only  fonn  a  new  instru- 
ment, as  the  charter  of  a  free  corporation,  to  establish  and 
confirm  the  rights  and  properties  of  the  people,  and  substi- 
tute the  respectable,  august  name  of  Congress,  or  whatever 
title  was  assumed  by  the  ruling  States  of  America,  instead 
of  that  of  Majesty.    'They  might,  in  all  other  respects,  go 
on  in  their  old  forms,  as  to  their  General  Assemblies,  Courts 
of  Judicature,  &c.     Connecticut,  from  the  beginning,  has 
been  a  free  State,  and  proved  a  nursery  of  freemen ;  and 
though  but  small  in  compass,  yet  can  afibrd  more  able- 
bodied,  effective  men,  for  publick  service,  and  larger  quan- 
tities of  good  provision  for  an  army,  than  perhaps  any  spot 
of  earth  on  the  globe  of  the  like  bigness  and  extent ;  which 
is  owing,  I  imagine,  to  the  inhabitants  being  educated  in  a 
spirit  of  liberty  and  industry,  frugality,  and  good  economy. 
I  could  wish  that  her  liberal  form  of  Government  might  be 
looked  into  by  our  sister  Colonies,  and  what  they  find  ex- 
cellent in  it  might  be  adopted  for  their  good.     Not  that  I 
would  propose  it  as  a  perfect  model  and  plan  ;  for  I  am  full 
in  the  opinion  that  it  is  capable  of  much  emendation  and 
improvement,  and  that  the  people,  as  they  grow  in  wisdom 
and  knowledge,  will  alter  the  manner  of  their  conduct  in 
sundry  particulars,  and  be  so  careful  of  their  rights  as  not  to 
trust  such  matters  to  the  management  and  disposal  of  others 
which  belong  to  themselves.     All  authority  and  power  in 
this  Colony,  it  is  allowed,  originates  and  derives  from  the 
right  source,  viz.  from  the  People.   From  hence  it  is  inferred, 
and  strongly  asserted  by  many,  that  no  man  can  come  into 
publick  office  only  by  their  free  choice  and  election ;  which 
is  not  true,  unless  the  doings  of  the  Govemour,  Council,  and 
Representatives,  chosen  by  them,  may  be  considered,  in  all 
respects,  as  the  doings  of  the  people.    The  said  people  have 
all  that  liberty  and  freedom  I  could  wish  for  in  annually 
choosing  their  Govemour  and  Council,  and  their  Representa- 
tives, spring  and  fail.    But  it  is  my  humble  opinion  that  they 
are  not  wise  and  prudent  to  entrust  them  wholly  and  abso- 
lutely with  the  disposal  of  all  lucrative  posts,  offices,  and 
commissions :  these  are  tlie  inherent  right  of  the  people,  and 
ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  their  gift  to  the  person  that 
enjoys  them,  and  not  the  gift  of  such  as  they  have  ajjpointed 
to  serve  them  as  rulers.    If  the  people  would  keep  this  right 
and  power  in  their  own  hands  at  large,  as  they  certainly 
might  do  without  much  difficulty,  it  would  effectually  shut 
the  door  against  the  mean,  wicked  arts  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, and  be  the  strongest  guard  and  bulwark  for  liberty, 
against  all  approaches  of  despotism  and  tyranny.     As  the 
freemen  are  annually  assembled  in  a  publick  meeting  to  put 
in  their  votes  and  suffrages  for  a  Govemour,  Counsellors, 
and  Representatives,  why  might  they  not,  at  the  same  meet- 
bg,  nominate  and  appoint  a  number  of  well-qualified  per- 
sons to  be  commissioned  for  the  peace,  and  in  each  County 
a  Sheriff,  Judges  for  the  County  Court,  Field-Officers  for 
the  Regiment,  within  their  bounds,  as  often  as  is  necessary  ? 
And  why  might  not  Judges  for  the  Superior  Court  be  thus 
chosen  by  the  freemen  of  the  Colony  as  well  as  tlieir  Coun- 


sellors, fcc.  ?     But,  however  this  is,  I  insist  u|X)n  it,  that,  as 
to  inferior  Magistrates — such  as  Justices  of  the  Peace,  on 
whose  virtuous  and  exemplary  conduct  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  society  do  so  much  depend — none  ought  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  commission  but  only  by  the  free  choice  and 
election  of  the  people  they  are  to  serve  ;  who,  without  dis- 
pute, are  better  acquainted  with  the  talents,  qualifications, 
and  conduct,  of  pei-sons  in  their  several   districts  than  their 
Representatives,  and  have  a  fuller  knowledge  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  their  neighbours,  and  can  make  a  wiser  judgment 
whether  they  are  friends  or  enemies  to  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  mankind,  and  discover  ^^ho  may  be  safely  trusted 
with  such  an  office,  and  who  is  most  likely  to  be  useful  in 
it,  by  promoting  the  publick  good  of  society,  and  acting  as 
a  Minister  of  God  for  good  ;  besides,  the  people  at  large  are 
not  so  liable  to  be  corrupted  and  bribed  as  are  a  few  indi- 
viduals whom  they  may  choose  to   represent   them.     A 
wicked  Magistrate — that  loves  the  business  of  the  law,  or  at 
least  the  profits  of  it,  the  wages  of  unrighteousness,  and  uses 
his  art  and  influence  to  stir  up  strife  and  contention,  angry 
debates,  and  law-suits,  in  neighbourhoods  and  societies,  and 
has  evil-doers  for  his  chosen  companions — cannot,  with  pro- 
priety, be  called  a  Justice  of  the  Peace — but  a  promoter  of 
discord  and  confusion  ;  and  will  be  a  plague  and  vexation  to 
mankind  in  all  his  connections,  and  be  the  object  of  their 
detestation.     No  business  that  can  be  done  by  the  people 
themselves  should  ever  be  trusted  to  their  Delegates.     The 
observation  of  this  easy  maxim,  which  is  agreeable  to  com- 
mon sense,  would  prevent  a  multitude  of  mischief  and  con- 
fusion in  the  world.     But  not  to  enlarge ;  should  the  other 
Colonies  examine  the  internal  policy  and  Government  of 
Connecticut,  in  order  to  draw  any  plan  from  it,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  will  distinguish  her  excellences  from  her 
defects  and  imperfections,  and  that  the  inhabitants  them- 
selves may,  in  time,  grow  wiser,  and  better  understand 
these  things  that  so  nearly  relate  to  their  well-being  and 
happiness. 


GENERAL,  SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  March  29,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  and 
Mr.  S.  Adams.] 

Alliany,  March  21,  1776. 

Sir:  Yesterday  I  was  honoured  with  your  polite  favour 
of  the  7th  instant.  It  is  in  vain  for  me  to  attempt  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  sentiments  it  has  inspired  me  with.  Let  it  suf- 
fice that  I  will  attempt,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  to  Con- 
gress and  my  dear  country,  to  render  a  series  of  thanks. 

Five  Companies  of  Colonel  BurreWs  are  arrived;  the 
remaining  three  are  daily  expected.  One  of  Colonel  St. 
Clair's  is  also  come  up  ;  and  1  hope  the  wliole  will  soon  be 
here. 

I  am  exceedingly  happy  to  learn  that  the  gentlemen 
Commissioners  will  be  here  so  soon.  They  will  experience 
all  that  attention  which  is  due  to  their  merit  and  the  respect- 
able body  by  whom  they  are  sent. 

Colonel  Allen  is  not  yet  arrived.  He  will  meet  with  a 
reception  consonant  with  that  esteem  and  respect  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  entertain  for  you. 

I  am,  sir,  most  sincerely  and  respectfully,  your  obedient, 
humble  servant, 


Philip  Schuyler. 


To  John  Hancock,  Esquire. 


MAJOR   FRENCH    AND    OTHERS    (pRISONERs)    TO    CONTINEN- 
TAL   CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  7,  1776.] 

Hartford,  Connecticut,  March  21,  1776. 

The  undersigned.  Officers  of  his  Majesty's  Troops,  prison- 
ers at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  beg  leave  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing representation  to  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress : 

Captain  Williams,  Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  Royal  Artil- 
lery, and  Captain  McKay,  made  prisoners  at  St.  John's, 
desire  to  join  Major  Preston,  and  that  garrison,  at  Lancaster, 
or  elsewhere. 

Captain  fVilliams,  late  commanding  officer  of  the  Artil- 
lery at  St.  John's,  represents  that,  in  consequence  of  capitu- 
lation, he  went  to  Montreal,  as  Quartermaster  of  Artillery, 
and  Lieutenant  Smith  marched  with  Major  Preston  and  tiia 
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rest  of  the  garrison  at  Albany,  and  came  into  this  Province, 
where  Captain  fViUiams  joined  them  about  five  weeks  since 
on  his  return  from  Montreal.  That  lie  applied  to  the  Com- 
mittee at  Hartford  to  forward  him  and  the  Artillery  to  Lan- 
caster, and  also  wrote  to  Major  Preston  to  apply  to  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress  for  that  purpose ;  but, 
having  received  no  answer  from  Major  Preston,  he  appre- 
hends his  letter  miscarried. 

He  also  begs  leave  to  represent  that  he  is  informed  it  is  not 
the  desire  of  Congress  to  allow  any  of  the  prisoners  (at  least 
those  under  capitulation)  to  inlist  in  the  Continental  service  ; 
notwithstanding  which,  two  matrosses  of  iSV.  John's  garrison, 
after  taking  an  unfair  advantage  by  receiving  their  clothing, 
subsistence,  &c.,  have  inlisted,  and  several  others  have  sold 
their  clothing.  He  presumes  that  these  abuses  arise  from 
the  Artillery  (though  few  in  number)  being  dispersed  about 
the  country,  so  far  beyond  the  narrow  limits  of  the  six  miles 
assigned  to  him,  that  an  officer  can  take  no  charo;e  of  them. 
By  this  means,  the  spirit  of  the  St.  John's  capitulation  is 
entirely  defeated  in  respect  of  that  article  which  provides 
for  the  garrison  being  together,  and  which  would  have  been 
the  case  had  not  the  above  mistake  happened. 

He  further  represents  (as  well  as  the  undersigned  officers, 
also  prisoners  at  Hartford)  that,  notwithstanding  it  is  their 
earnest  wish  and  design  to  avoid  giving  any  just  and  reason- 
able cause  of  offence  to  the  inhabitants  in  their  neighbour- 
hood, yet  the  most  trivial  incidents  are  industriously  misre- 
presented and  maliciously  propagated  through  the  country, 
insomuch  that  their  personal  safety  is  actually  endangered 
by  mobs,  there  being  none  of  the  Continental  Troops  here 
to  grant  them  a  safeguard.  They  have  only  to  add,  that, 
in  case  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  shall  think  pro- 
per to  comply  with  their  request,  (the  cheapest  way  moving 
them  being  by  water,)  they  would  apply  to  his  Majesty's 
Admiral-in-Chief  to  grant  a  passport  for  that  purpose. 

They  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  paragraph  from  the 
last  Hartford  paper,  by  which  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  will  see  another  method  made  use  of  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  people  against  them. 

Christopher  French,  Major  22d  Regt. 

Edward  Williams,  Capt.  of  Artillery. 

John  Rotton,  Ensign  41th  Regt. 

Benjamin  Hill,  Lieut.  5th  Regt. 

Samuel  McKay. 

Joseph  Moland,  Ensign  26th  Regt. 

Thomas  McDermott,  Volunteer  I6th  Regt. 

Thomas  Sandors,  Surgeon. 

John  Smith,  Lieut,  of  Artillery. 

William  Delaplace,  Capt.  26th  Regt. 

[Extract  from   the  Connecticut  Courant,  enclosed   in   the  preceding 
Letter.] 

"  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  with  thirty  other  prisoners,  by  the 
latest  accounts  are  arrived  in  England,  and  honoured  with 
apartments  in  a  close  prison.  As  the  Colonel  left  America 
in  irons,  it  is  probable  he  will  wear  those  badges  of  Royal 
clemency  during  his  abode  in  those  dreary  mansions.  This 
mode  of  using  prisoners  must  essentially  affect  the  situation 
of  an  equal  number  of  those  whom  the  fortune  of  war 
has  put  into  our  power  ;  the  same  mete  that  they  measure, 
by  the  laws  of  reason  and  retaliation  must  be  measured  to 
them  again.  Severity  with  the  Americans,  whose  hearts  are 
softened  by  the  benevolent  spirit  of  Christianity,  is  a  strange 
work  ;  but  the  safety  of  the  country,  in  the  present  case, 
requires  it. 

"  Those  we  have  taken  prisoners,  have  received  gentle 
usage,  and  had; great  indulgences  hitherto.  This, none  but 
an  ingrate,  and  such  as  have  forfeited  every  blessing  of  life, 
will  deny.  The  Americans,  in  exercising  rigour,  are  out 
of  their  element.  Their  humane  dispositions  recoil  at  the 
thought.  Though  they  are  sensible  of  injuries,  and  of  the 
wrong  use  which  some  worthless  prisoners  make  of  their 
humanity,  yet  they  are  exceeding  loth  to  show  themselves 
severe  toward  those  entirely  at  their  mercy,  and  whose  tem- 
poral existence  must  cease  at  their  pleasure.  But  the  savage 
disposition  of  the  King  and  his  minions  obstructs  the  exer- 
cise of  mercy  in  the  above  instance,  and  forces  the  Ameri- 
cans, from  their  natural  bias,  to  vindictive  measures.  As  we 
have  none  of  equal  rank,  the  shackling  of  two  Majors  will 
scarcely  be  deemed  an  equivalent  for  a  Colonel.  However, 
I  trust  a  line  of  distinction  will  be  drawn  between  the  pre- 


cious and  the  vile,  and  that  those  prisoners  of  a  humane  and 
noble  disposition  will  be  excused  from  suffering  any  disad- 
vantage on  this  score  ;  whilst  the  disorderiy,  the  haughty, 
and  peevish,  and  those  who  delight  in  mischief  and  blood, 
are  singled  out  as  proper  objects  of  the  justice  and  severity 
oi  America.  tt  « 

HUMANUS. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL   TO   LORD    STIRLING. 

Lebanon,  March  21,  1776. 

Mr  Lord:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  17th,  the  last 
evening,  by  Lieutenant  Betts.  I  have  now,  on  the  com- 
mencement of  a  con-espondence,  to  congratulate  you  on 
your  late  appointment ;  and  from  your  known  zeal  in  the 
great  American  cause,  and  your  abilities  to  serve  it,  I  can- 
not but  fomi  pleasing  expectations.  I  have  also  to  congratu- 
late you  on  the  shameful  retreat  of  General  Hoive  and  his 
Army  from  Boston,  which  city  they  have  actually  abandoned, 
and  a  detachment  of  General  Washington's  took  full  posses- 
sion the  last  Sabbath  day.  They  have  left  it  in  a  less  ruin- 
ous situation  than  was  expected — ^their  own  works  entire, 
about  thirty  large  cannon  spiked  up,  and  a  considerable 
quantity  of  wheat ;  and  are  now  lying  in  the  road,  (supposed 
for  a  wind,)  very  probably  designing  a  descent  on  r^ew- 
York,  or  parts  adjacent.  1  am  extremely  pleased  to  hear 
that  you  are  taking  every  step  in  your  power  to  be  prepared 
for  their  reception.  It  is  of  vast  importance  to  prevent 
their  establishing  themselves  there. 

His  Excellency  General  Washington,  well  aware  of  their 
designs,  had,  by  his  letter  of  the  14th,  earnestly  requested 
me  to  throw  in  two  thousand  men  from  this  Colony  for  the 
same  purposes  mentioned  and  requested  by  your  Lordship, 
until  he  could  arrive  there  with  the  Army  under  his  com- 
mand, large  detachments  of  which  are  now  on  the  march. 
In  consequence  of  which,  I  had,  with  the  advice  of  my  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  despatched  orders,  on  the  19th,  for  nearly  that 
number  of  our  Militia  to  march  forthwith  from  the  nearest 
frontiers  of  this  Colony  to  New-York,  under  the  command 
of  Colonels  Silliman  and  Talcott.  It  is  not  time  yet  to 
hear  what  progress  they  have  made ;  but  I  hope  and  be- 
lieve as  good  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit,  and  that 
they  will  very  soon  be  with  you.  Thus  I  have,  and  doubt 
not  but  you  will  have,  much  pleasure  to  find  your  request 
anticipated. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  our  regiments  now  with  you 
have  done  themselves  the  honour  to  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation, and  have  no  doubt  but  they,  and  our  men  in  gene- 
ral, will  continue  to  do  so,  and  to  serve  their  country  well, 
while  they  meet  with  generous  usage  from  their  command- 
ers ;  and  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  ever  experience  it 
from  a  nobleman  of  your  distinguished  generosity  and  po- 
liteness. 

I  expect  and  depend  that  Colonels  Waterbury  and  Ward's 
Regiments  will  remain  in  the  service,  or  the  greater  part  of 
them,  till  they  can  be  properly  relieved  and  spared,  and 
have  written  them  accordingly ;  you  will  please  to  repeat  to 
them  my  request  for  that  purpose,  and  that,  in  the  highest 
probability,  a  great  part  of  the  main  Army  will  soon  be 
there. 

The  troops  now  sending  fix)m  us,  you  will  perceive,  were 
requested  by  the  General  for  such  term  till  they  might  be 
relieved  by  his  Army.  If  it  should  be  necessary  to  have  a 
regiment  raised  and  stationed  there  for  this  season,  you  may 
rely  on  it  that  nothing  in  my  power  shall  be  wanting  to  serve 
this  great  and  just  cause  in  this  or  any  other  way.  Colonel 
Dyer  and  Colonel  Williams,  (two  gentlemen  of  my  Council,) 
will  wait  on  you  next  week,  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia, 
and  will  be  instructed  to  confer  with  your  Lordship  on  this 
or  any  other  subject  you  may  think  proper,  whereby  the 
important  common  interest  of  this  much  injured  country  may 
be  promoted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  great  esteem, 
your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  tlie  Eari  of  Stirling. 

GOVERNOUK  TRUMBULL   TO   GENERAL   SCHUYLER. 

Lebanon,  March  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  esteemed  favour  of  the  9th  instant  was  deliver- 
ed me  the  15th,  per  Bennett.   Our  Treasurer's  chest  remabs. 
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dry,  as  well  as  your  Paymaster's ;  but  hope  they  will  both 
be  soon  replenished. 

My  attention  has  been  taken  up  by  tlie  late  movements 
of  the  enemy  at  Boston,  and  their  appearance  of  evacuating 
the  town,  and  removing  (as  is  supposed)  io New-York,  the 
Jerseys,  or  Long-Island,  to  order  eighteen  hundred  of  our 
Militia  to  maintain  the  important  post  of  A'cm--  York.  (Being 
destitute  of  bills  to  exchange  for  silver  or  gold,  I  have  .made 
no  attempts  for  that  purjiose,  and  fear  but  little  can  be  done 
here.)  Besides  this  number,  Colon(;ls  JVatcrbunj  and  iVard, 
with  two  battalions  from  Connecticut  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  men  each,  have  been  some  time  at  that  place.  I  yester- 
day afternoon  received  letters  from  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress  and  from  Lord  Stirling,  requesting  to  do 
what  was  ordered  the  day  before ;  that  is,  to  send  for- 
ward a  number  of  our  Militia.  The  works  in  that  quarter 
are  now  going  on  briskly,  and  hope  they  will  soon  be  in 
readiness  to  prevent  the  mischievous  operations  of  our  ene- 
mies. 

Forty-one  of  the  old  gun-barrels  you  sent  me  from  Ticon- 
deroga  were  fitted  up  and  sent  forward  to  General  Washing- 
ton. Tliey  make  very  good  arms.  The  great  difficulty  is  to 
get  gun-locks  for  them ;  but  shall,  notwidistanding,  make 
out  of  the  one  hundred  and  eighty  about  one  hundred  and 
seventy  that  prove  good.  If  more  old  barrels  are  to  be  had 
from  Crown- Foint,  as  I  am  told,  and  many  parts  of  gun- 
locks,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  as  many  of  both  as  can  be 
had. 

I  do  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of 
General  Washington.  The  enemy  evacuated  Boston  last 
Sunday.  Boston  is  now  open.  The  poor  inhabitants  are 
greatly  emaciated  from  their  want  of  provisions,  and  rejoiced 
for  their  happy  deliverance.  The  most  of  the  Tories  are 
gone  off  with  the  troops.  The  cattle  remain  in  the  enemy's 
hands,  but  hope  they  will  soon  be  in  ours.  They  have  car- 
ried off  the  unhappy  prisoners,  it  is  said,  in  irons.  Is  it  not 
time  to  retaliate  ?  They  have  done  all  the  mischief  in  their 
power.  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.  May  we  ever 
thankfully  acknowledge  his  mercies.  « 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  obedient, 

humble  servant,  »  rri 

'  Jonathan   Irumbull. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler. 


JOSIAH    q.UINCY    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Braintree,  March  21,  17V6. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency  :  Nothing  less  than 
an  inveterate  nervous  head-ache  has  prevented  my  paying, 
in  person,  those  compliments  of  congratulation  which  are 
due  to  you  from  every  friend  to  liberty  and  the  rights  of 
mankind,  upon  your  triumphant  and  almost  bloodless  vic- 
tory, in  forcing  the  British  Army  and  Navy  to  a  precipitate 
flight  from  the  capital  of  this  Colony.  A  grateful  heart 
now  dictates  them  to  a  trembling  hand,  in  humble  confidence 
of  your  favourable  reception. 

Whilst  the  faithful  page  of  history  records  the  British 
codes  of  blood  against  America,  carried  into  execution  by 
military  murderers,  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  British 
empire,  and  the  eternal  infamy  of  those  who  devised  them  ; 
you,  sir,  must  be  happy,  I  hope,  in  the  unenvied  certain- 
ty, in  the  unrivalled  glory  of  having  your  name  handed 
down  to  posterity  with  the  illustrious  character  of  being 
the  Saviour  of  your  country  !  God  grant  that  the  success 
of  your  future  endeavours  for  its  safety  and  prosperity  may 
be  equal  to  the  past,  and  an  adequate  reward  to  your  merit 
in  both. 

Since  the  ships  and  troops  fell  down  below,  we  have  been 
apprehensive  of  an  attack  from  their  boats,  in  pursuit  of 
live-stock ;  but  yesterday,  in  the  afternoon,  we  were  hap- 
pily relieved  by  the  appearance  of  a  number  of  whale-boats 
stretching  across  our  bay,  under  the  command  (as  I  have  since 
heard)  of  the  brave  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tapper,  who,  in  the 
forenoon  had  been  cannonading  the  ships  with  one  or  more 
field-pieces  from  the  east  head  of  Thompson's  Island,  and 
I  suppose  last  night  cannonaded  them  again  from  the  same 
place,  or  from  Spectacle- Island. 

This  judicious  manoeuvre  had  its  genuine  effect ;  for,  this 
morning,  the  Admiral  and  all  the  rest  of  the  ships,  except 
one  of  the  line,  came  to  sail,  and  fell  down  to  Nantasket- 
Road,  where  a  countless  number  is  now  collected.     In 


revenge  for  their  burning  the  Castle  last  night,  were  we  pro- 
vided with  a  sufficient  number  of  fire-ships  and  fire-rafts, 
covered  by  the  smoke  of  cannon  from  a  few  row-galleys, 
this  night  might  exhibit  the  most  glorious  conflagration  that 
was  ever  seen  upon  the  watery  element ;  and  the  probable 
consequence  of  it,  a  period  to  die  present  war.  Otherwise, 
humanity  revolts  at  die  destruction  of  so  great  a  number,  even 
of  our  enemies. 

If  my  wishes  must  not  be  gratified,  either  in  a  visit  to.  or 
from  your  Excellency,  the  best  I  can  form  will  constantly 
attend  you,  whilst  niemorj'  and  reflection  are  continued  to 
your  Excellency's  faidiful  and  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOSIAH    QuiNCY. 

To  General  Washington. 


By  His  Excellency  Geo-rge  Washington,  Esquire,  General 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  Tliirteen 
United  Colonies. 

Whereas  the  Ministerial  Anny  have  abandoned  die  town 
of  Boston,  and  the  forces  of  the  United  Colonies,  under  my 
command,  are  in  possession  of  the  same : 

I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace,  good  order,  and  discipline,  to  publish  the  fol- 
lowing Orders,  that  no  person  offending  therein  may  plead 
ignorance  as  an  excuse  for  their  misconduct. 

All  Officers  and  Soldiers  are  hereby  ordered  to  live  in 
the  strictest  peace  and  amity  with  the  inhabitants  ;  and  no 
inhabitant,  or  other  person,  employed  in  his  lawful  busi- 
ness in  the  town,  is  to  be  molested  in  his  person  or  property 
on  any  pretence  whatever.  If  any  Officer  or  Soldier  shall 
presume  to  strike,  imprison,  or  otherwise  ill  treat  any  of  the 
inhabitants,  they  may  depend  on  being  punished  with  the 
utmost  severity.  And  if  any  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  receive 
any  insult  from  any  of  the  inhabitants,  he  is  to  seek  redress 
in  a  legal  way,  and  no  other. 

Any  non-commissioned  Officer,  Soldier,  or  others  under 
my  command,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  robbing  or  plundering 
in  the  town,  are  to  be  immediately  confined,  and  will  be 
most  rigidly  punished.  All  Officers  are,  thefefore,  ordered  to 
be  very  vigilant  in  the  discovery  of  such  ofFendei-s,  and  report 
their  names  and  crime  to  the  commanding  Officer  in  Uie 
town  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  inhabitants,  and  others,  are  called  upon  to  make 
known  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  or  any  of  his  Depu- 
ties, all  stores  belonging  to  the  Ministerial  Army  that  may 
be  remaining  or  secreted  in  the  town.  Any  person  or  per- 
sons whatever  that  shall  be  known  to  conceal  any  of  the 
said  stores,  or  appropriate  them  to  his  or  their  own  use,  will 
be  considered  as  an  enemy  of  America,  and  treated  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Selectmen,  and  other  Magistrates  of  the  town,  are 
desired  to  return  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  the  names  of 
all,  or  any  person  or  pei-sons  they  may  suspect  of  being 
employed  as  Spies  upon  the  Continental  Army,  tliat  they 
may  be  dealt  widi  accordingly. 

All  Officers  of  die  Continental  Army  are  enjoined  to  as- 
sist the  civil  Magistrates  in  die  execution  of  their  duty,  and 
to  promote  peace  and  good  order.  They  are  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  possible,  the  Soldiers  from  frequenting  tip|)ling- 
houses,  and  strolling  from  their  posts.  Particular  notice 
will  be  taken  of  such  Officers  as  are  inattentive  and  re- 
miss in  their  duty  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  such  only  who  are 
active  and  vigilant  will  be  entitled  to  future  favour  and 
promotion. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  in  Cambridge, 
this  21st  day  of  iliarcA,  1776. 

George  Washington. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL. 

Cambridge,  March  21,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  18th  instant,  and 
concur  with  you  in  ojiinion,  diat  their  women  and  chil- 
dren, with  the  Tory  families,  will  most  probably  go  to 
Halifax.  This  is  what  I  meant  and  alluded  to,  having 
never  suspected  that  they  (especially  the  latter)  would  go 
to  Neiv-York. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  by  your  friendly  hint,  and  shall 
ever  receive  them  with  pleasure.  But  I  do  not  think  that 
they  were  apprehensive  of  an  attack  from  our  side,  but 
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rather  preparing  to  make  one.  However,  let  their  designs 
have  been  what  they  may,  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform 
you  that,  on  Sunday  morning  last,  they  totally  evacuated 
the  town,  and  we  are  now  in  full  jxissession,  upon  which 
event  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you ;  and  more  so,  as  the 
town  is  in  a  much  better  situation  than  was  expected.  Add- 
ed to  this,  they  have  left,  by  means  of  their  precipitate  re- 
treat, stores  of  one  kind  and  another  to  a  pretty  considera- 
ble amount — a  particular  detail  of  which,  or  estimation  of 
their  value,  I  have  not  yet  got.  Notwithstanding  they  have 
abandoned  the  town,  and  there  have  been  favourable  winds 
for  their  departure,  they  are  still  lying  with  their  fleet  in 
Nantaskei-Road ;  but  for  what  purpose,  is  a  matter  of  much 
conjecture — some  supposing  their  vessels  to  have  been  loaded 
with  such  hurry  and  confusion  as  to  be  unfit  for  sea,  and  to 
require  sundry  things  and  arrangements  to  be  settled  pre- 
vious to  their  going  out ;  but  for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  but 
suspect  they  are  waiting  for  some  opportunity  to  give  us  a 
stroke  at  a  moment  they  conceive  us  to  be  off  our  guard,  in 
order  to  retrieve  the  honour  they  have  lost  by  their  shame- 
ful and  scandalous  retreat,  diminishing  from  that  lustre  and 
renown  which  British  Armies  were  wont  to  boast,  and  justly 
claimed  as  their  right.  Suspecting  them  of  such  motives,  I 
shall  not  detach  any  more  of  the  Army  than  what  is  gone 
already,  until  they  have  taken  their  departure  and  quitted 
the  coast. 

I  heartily  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  my  last 
requisition,  and  am  glad  that  the  companies  you  have  or- 
dered are  of  the  Militia ;  the  trouble  and  inconveniences 
occasioned  by  them  being  far  less  than  what  generally  at- 
tend volunteers.  Nothing  but  necessity  and  the  importance 
of  New-  York  to  us  in  the  present  contest,  could  have  in- 
duced the  application,  and,  therefore,  as  soon  as  they  can  be 
spared  by  the  arrival  of  our  Army,  they  will  be  at  liberty 
to  return  home  to  their  common  and  necessary  employ- 
ments, except  such  as  may  choose  to  inlist  and  continue  in 
service. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  shall  direct  the 
troops,  or  some  of  them  that  go  from  hence  after  the  Mi- 
nisterial Fleet  are  gone,  to  pursue  their  route  on  or  near  the 
sea-coast,  if  they  can  be  accommodated  with  covering  and 
provisions,  that  they  may  be  ready  to  oppose  the  enemy  in 
case  they  make  any  attempt  upon  your  Colony  about  the 
time  of  their  going,  though  that  is  what  I  do  not  apprehend. 
I  rather  suppose,  when  they  once  set  out,  that  they  will 
repair  to  ^ew-  York,  or  wherever  bound,  with  all  possible 
despatch,  to  secure  the  place  diey  are  destined  for  by  sur- 
prise, lest  preparations  should  be  made  to  receive  and  pre- 
vent them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  &c.,  ^^^^^^  Washington. 

To  Govemour  Trumbull. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GOVERNOUR    COOKE. 

Cambridge,  March  21,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favours  of  the  IStli  and  19th  instant  I  re- 
ceived, and  am  extremely  sorry  to  hear  that  your  Militia  are 
so  deficient  in  arms.  I  fear  the  misfortune  is  too  common  ; 
nor  do  I  know  how  it  will  be  remedied.  In  this  Anny, 
although  1  have  pursued  every  mode  I  could  devise  for  pro- 
curing them,  there  is  still  a  great  deficiency,  and  a  considera- 
ble number  of  men  without  any  in  their  hands.  The  pecu- 
liar situation  of  llhode-Ishnd,  and  the  extensive  sea-coast, 
had  not  escaped  my  mind.  I  well  know  the  enemy  have  it 
in  their  power  to  do  it  considerable  damage,  unless  there  is 
a  sufficient  force  to  repel  their  attempts.  But  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  General  Officers  here  that  their  destination  is 
against  New-York;  the  importance  of  which  (as  it  secures 
the  free  and  only  communication  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Colonies,  which  will  be  entirely  cut  off  by  their 
possessing  it,  and  give  them  the  command  of  Hudson's 
River  and  an  easy  pass  into  Canada,)  makes  it  absolutely 
and  indispensably  necessary  for  the  whole  of  this  Army, 
which  is  but  inconsiderable,  except  that  part  of  it  which 
will  be  left  here  to  secure  the  stores,  barracks,  and  other 
publick  property,  to  be  marched  from  hence  for  its  defence, 
with  all  possible  expedition.  It  is  an  object  that  should 
command  our  first  attention,  and  if  lost,  will  be  of  the  most 
fatal  consequence  to  us  in  the  present  unhappy  and  interest- 


ing struggle.  Jjest  any  attempts  should  be  made  against 
you,  I  shall  give  orders  to  the  officers  commanding  brigadf^, 
if  they  have  intelligence  of  an  mvasion  upon  their  march, 
that  they  forthwith  return  to  your  succour.  I  shall  also 
order  the  officer  who  will  be  left  here  to  do  the  same  with 
the  troops  under  his  command,  whenever  occasion  may  re- 
quire it. 

Agreeable  to  the  request  made  by  you  and  your  honoura- 
ble General  Assembly,  I  shall  with  cheerfulness  and  plea- 
sure direct  some  of  the  last  divisions  that  go  from  hence  to 
pursue  the  route  you  wish,  if  they  can  be  accommodated 
with  covering  and  provisions,  and  shall  be  ever  ready  and 
happy  to  render  Rhode-Island,  or  any  other  place,  any  ser- 
vices in  my  power  that  may  be  compatible  with  the  general 
good. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  regard,  your  and 
their  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Govemour  Cooke. 


GENERAL  HOWE  TO  THE  EARL  OF  DARTMOUTH. 


On  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Chatham, 
Nantasket-Road,  March  21,  1776 


} 


My  Lord  :  It  is  with  great  regret  I  am  obliged  to  in- 
form your  Lordship  that,  after  my  struggles  to  supply  the 
Army  with  provisions  from  the  Southern  Provinces  and  the 
West-Indies,  (from  whence  none  of  the  vessels  have  yet  re- 
turned,) and  after  an  anxious  expectation  of  more  transports 
to  convey  the  troops,  stores,  civil  officers,  inhabitants,  and 
effects,  the  enemy,  by  taking  possession  of  and  fortifying 
the  commanding  heights  on  Dorchester-Neck,  in  order  to 
force  the  ships  by  their  cannon  to  quit  the  harbour,  has 
reduced  me  to  the  necessity  either  of  exposing  the  Army  to 
the  greatest  distresses  by  remaining  in  Boston,  or  of  with- 
drawing from  it  under  such  straightened  circumstances. 
The  importance  of  preserving  this  force  when  it  could  no 
longer  act  to  advantage,  did  not  leave  any  room  to  doubt  of 
the  propriety  of  its  removal ;  and  since  my  determination, 
taken  on  the  7th  instant,  I  have  exerted  every  expedient  to 
accomplish  the  arduous  task,  which  was  executed  on  the 
17th  following  in  the  forenoon,  without  the  least  molestation 
from  the  Rebels,  the  transports  having  been  previously 
watered  and  fitted  for  sea  m  every  respect,  excepting  the 
article  of  provisions,  in  the  view  of  complying  with  his  Ma- 
jesty's commands  for  a  movement  from  Boston  as  soon  as 
I  might  be  enabled  to  effect  it. 

In  order  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  more  clearly  the 
state  I  was  reduced  to  in  the  article  of  provisions,  I  have 
enclosed  a  return  extracted  from  the  Commissary-Gene- 
ral's reports  between  the  12th  of  February  and  4th  of 
March ;  also,  the  tonnage  of  transports  at  the  time  of  em- 
barkation. 

The  Rebels,  about  the  latter  end  of  January,  erected  new 
works  and  batteries  on  a  point  of  land  opposite  to  West- 
Boston,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of  Phipps's  Farm, 
which,  lying  under  cover  of  their  strongest  posts,  and  so 
situated  as  to  be  supported  by  their  whole  force  from  Cam- 
bridge, was  not  to  be  prevented.  Soon  afterwards  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  country  was  called  in,  and  having  intelligence 
that  the  enemy  intended  to  possess  themselves  of  Dorches- 
ter-Neck, I  ordered  a  detachment  from  Castk-William  on 
die  13th  of  February,  under  the  command  of  Lieuteiiant- 
Colonel  Leslie,  and  one  composed  of  Grenadiers  and  Light- 
Infantry  from  Boston,  commanded  by  Major  Musgrave,  to 
pass  over  the  ice,  with  directions  to  destroy  the  houses, 
and  every  kind  of  cover  whatever  upon  that  peninsula ; 
which  was  executed,  and  sLx  of  the  enemy's  guard  made 
prisoners. 

On  the  2d  instant,  at  night,  the  Rebels  began  a  can- 
nonade uiwn  the  town,  from  Roxbury  and  Fhipps's  Farm, 
and  threw  some  shells  from  both  places,  without  domg  any 
personal  damage,  and  but  little  to  the  buildings.  The  same 
was  repeated  on  die  evenings  of  the  3d  and  4th,  by  which 
only  six  men  were  wounded  ;  the  fire  being  returned  from 
our  batteries,  but  at  such  a  distance  as  to  be  very  uncertain 
in  the  execution. 

It  was  discovered  on  the  5th,  in  the  rnoming,  that  the 
enemy  had  thrown  up  three  very  extensive  works,  with 
strong  abattes  round  them,  on  the  commanding  hill  on 
Dorchester-Neck,  which  must  have  been  the  employment 
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of  at  least  twelve  thousand  men.  In  a  situation  so  critical, 
I  detennined  upon  an  immediate  attack  with  all  the  force  I 
could  trans|X)rt.  The  ardour  of  the  troops  encoura<];ed  me 
in  this  hazardous  enterprise.  Rejjiments  were  expeditiously 
emharked  on  board  trans])oils  to  fall  down  the  harbour,  and 
flat-boats  were  to  receive  other  transports ;  making  in  the 
whole  twenty-four  hundred  men,  to  rendezvous  at  Castk- 
William,  from  whence  the  descent  was  to  be  made  in  the 
night  of  the  5th ;  but  tlie  wind  unfortunately  coming  con- 
trary, and  blowing  very  hard,  the  ships  were  not  able  to  get 
to  their  destination  ;  and  tliis  circumstance  also  making  it  im- 
possible to  employ  tiie  boats,  the  attempt  became  impracti- 
cable. 

The  weather  continuing  boisterous  the  next  day  and  night, 
gave  the  enemy  time  to  improve  their  works,  to  bring  up 
their  cannon,  and  to  put  themselves  into  such  a  state  of  de- 
fence, that  I  could  promise  myself  little  success  by  attack- 
ing them  under  all  the  disadvantages  I  had  to  encounter ; 
wherefore  I  judged  it  most  advisable  to  prepare  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  town,  upon  the  assurance  of  one  month's 
provision  from  Admiral  Shuldham,  who,  in  this  emergency, 
as  he  has  on  every  other  occasion,  offered  all  the  assistance 
he  could  afford. 

A  thousand  difficulties  arose  on  account  of  the  dispropor- 
tion of  transports  for  the  conveyance  of  the  troops,  the  well- 
afftjcted  inhabitants,  their  most  valuable  property,  and  the 
quantity  of  military  stores  to  be  carried  away.  However,  as 
the  enemy  gave  no  interruption  but  during  the  nights,  and 
that  inconsiderable,  I  found  the  whole  in  readiness  to  depart 
on  the  14th,  if  the  wind  had  favoured ;  and,  assisted  by  the 
abilities  and  assiduity  of  Captains  Reynar  and  Montagu,  of 
his  Majesty's  Ships  Chatham  and  Fowey,  who  superintend- 
ed the  embarkation,  and  by  the  alacrity  of  the  officers  under 
them,  this  operation  was  effected  on  the  17th,  and  the  rear 
guard  embarked  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  without  the 
least  loss,  irregularity,  or  accident.  Such  military  stores  as 
could  not  be  taken  on  board  were  destroyed,  and  the  utmost 
expedition  is  now  using  to  get  ready  for  sea  in  the  best  state 
our  circumstances  will  allow ;  the  Admiral  having  all  the 
ships-of-war  he  can  spare  from  the  convoy  for  the  security 
and  protection  of  such  vessels  as  may  be  bound  for  Boston. 

Every  provision  my  situation  would  afford  has  been  made 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  effects.  All  the  woollen  goods  also  that  I  could 
find  room  for,  belonging  to  those  who  chose  to  stay  behind, 
(the  want  of  which  is  more  distressing  to  the  enemy  than 
any  other  article  whatever,)  has  been  shipped  ;  inventories 
of  them  taken  in  the  best  manner  possible,  and  put  under 
tlie  charge  of  proper  persons,  in  order  to  be  hereafter  stored. 
The  demolition  of  the  Casde  has  been  effectually  executed, 
and  an  armed  ship  is  sent  by  the  Admiral,  express,  to  advise 
the  different  Govemours  on  the  Continent  of  this  removal. 

Halifax,  though  stripped  of  provisions  during  the  winter, 
and  affording  few  conveniences  to  so  numerous  a  body,  is 
tlie  only  place  where  the  Army  can  remain  until  supplies 
arrive  from  Europe.  My  first  attention  will  be  paid  to  the 
defence  of  the  town  and  his  Majesty's  dock-yard,  and  to 
enable  Govemour  Legge  to  overcome  the  spirit  of  disaffec- 
tion which  has  lately  appeared  in  the  northern  parts  of 
Nova-Scotia ;  after  which,  I  conclude  that  three  battalions, 
with  Goreham's  and  Maclean's  corps,  will  be  a  sufficient 
force  for  its  protection. 

I  shall  also  detach  three  regiments  to  QuebecJc  as  soon  as 
the  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  becomes  practica- 
ble, if  I  do  not,  in  the  mean  time,  hear  anything  to  the  con- 
trary from  Europe.  The  remainder  of  the  Army,  which, 
after  these  detachments  are  made,  may  consist  of  about  five 
tliousand  men,  including  sick,  will  be  held  in  readiness  to 
proceed  to  New-  York,  when  enabled  by  a  supply  of  provi- 
sions, and  an  addition  of  transports  sufficient  for  that  under- 
taking ;  and  although  the  force,  according  to  the  present 
estimation,  intended  to  go  on  this  service,  is  too  small  to 
expect  more  from  it  than  the  possession  of  the  town,  which, 
in  itself,  is  a  most  important  post,  I  shall  attempt  it  at  all 
hazard  as  soon  as  possible,  apprehending  it  will  be  more  advi- 
sable to  pursue  this  measure  without  delay,  than,  by  waiting 
for  reinforcements  from  Europe,  whereof  I  have  no  certainty, 
to  give  the  Rebels  time  to  form  an  Army  in  the  Province 
o{ New-YorJc,  and  to  check  the  encouragement  they  will 
receive  from  the  apparent  inactivity  of  the  King's  Army 
retired  to  Halifax,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  contrary  effect 


it  may  have  upon  the  few  friends  to  Government  remaining 
there. 

I  am  justly  sensible  how  much  more  conducive  it  would 
be  to  his  Majesty's  service,  if  the  Army  was  in  a  situation 
to  pixjceed  immediately  to  Aew-  York ;  but  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  troops^-crowded  in  transports,  without  regard 
to  conveniences,  the  inevitable  dissortment  of  stores,  and  all 
the  encumbrances  with  which  I  am  clogged — effectually  dis- 
able me  from  the  exertion  of  this  force  in  any  offensive 
operations,  although  I  should  receive  a  supply  of  provisions 
before  my  departure  from  hence ;  which  considerations,  I 
hope,  will  lead  his  Majesty  to  approve  of  my  determina- 
tion. 

Unless  these  supplies  are  sent  under  convoy,  or  of  force 
to  defend  themselves,  they  will  become  very  precarious,  as 
the  Rebels  have  greatly  increased  their  naval  strength  ;  and 
I  fear  that  many  of  those  now  on  their  voyage  will  fall  into 
the  enemy's  hands,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  which  his 
Majesty's  ships,  (unequal  in  point  of  number  to  the  service 
they  are  upon,)  can  make.  In  this  persuasion,  I  humbly 
submit  to  your  Lordship,  whether  it  would  not  be  an  advi- 
sable measure  to  order  all  convoys  directly  to  Halifax ;  from 
whence  they  may  proceed  with  more  certainty  to  the  future 
destination  of  the  Army. 

I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  last  commands  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  from  your  Lordship  are  dated  the  22d  of 
October,  which  will  serve  to  show  the  difficulties  ships  bound 
to  this  port  have  met  with  on  the  coast ;  many  whereof,  I 
learn  by  the  master  of  a  vessel  just  arrived  here,  have  been 
forced  to  the  West-Indies,  and  no  less  than  thirty-seven  sail 
of  different  kinds  were  at  Antigua  the  last  of  this  month, 
when  he  left  that  Island. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  write  as  fully  as  possible  to  your  Lord- 
ship from  Halifax. 

I  am,  &IC.,  W.  Howe. 

P.  S.  The  transports  which  brought  over  the  Twenty- 
Seventh  Regiment  are  arrived  from  Halifax,  in  consequence 
of  orders  sent  to  Brigadier  Massey  some  time  ago,  and  will 
afford  great  relief  to  the  Army  in  its  present  crowded  state. 

State  of  Provisions  remaining  in  Store  at  Boston,  on  the 
I2th,  I9th,  26th  of  February,  and  4th  March,  1776, 
per  Returns  of  those  dates,  received  from  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Stores,  showing  how  long  the  same  will  victual 
eleven  thousand  Men. 

February  12,  1776. — Beef  and  pork,  thirty-five  days; 
wheat-flour,  seventy-two  days ;  bread,  twelve  days  ;  butter 
and  cheese,  thirteen  days;  oil,  thirty-two  days;  split  peas, 
peas,  and  oatmeal,  two  days  ;  barley,  suet,  rice,  and  raisins, 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the  General  Hospital. 

February  I9th. — Beef  and  pork,  twenty-nine  days ; 
wheat-flour,  sixty-five  days ;  bread,  twelve  days ;  butter  and 
cheese,  twelve  days ;  oil,  thirty-two  days ;  split  peas,  peas, 
and  oatmeal,  nine  days ;  barley,  suet,  rice,  and  raisins,  re- 
served for  the  use  of  tlie  General  Hospital. 

February  26th. — Beef  and  pork,  twenty-two  days ;  wheat- 
flour,  sixty-eight  days ;  bread,  twelve  days ;  butter  and  cheese, 
almost  six  days ;  oil,  thirty-two  days  ;  split  peas,  peas,  and 
oatmeal,  almost  six  days ;  barley,  suet,  rice,  and  raisins, 
reserved  for  the  use  of  the  General  Hospital. 

March  4th. — Beef  and  pork,  almost  seventeen  days ; 
wheat  and  flour,  almost  sixty-three  days ;  bread,  sixteen 
days ;  butter  and  cheese,  almost  twelve  days ;  oil,  thirty- 
two  days ;  split  peas,  peas,  and  oatmeal,  ten  days ;  rice, 
twenty-seven  days ;  suet,  barley,  and  raisins,  reserved  for 
the  use  of  the  General  Hospital.  -^   tt 


By  the  King. — A  Proclamation, 
For  encouraging  Seamen  to  enter  themselves  on  board  His 

Majesty's  Ships-of-War. 
George  R. 

Whereas  it  is  our  Royal  intention  to  give  all  due  encour- 
agement to  all  such  Seamen  who  shall  voluntarily  enter 
themselves  in  our  service :  We  have  thought  fit,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  our  Privy  Council,  to  publish  this  our 
Royal  Proclamation.  And  we  do  hereby  promise  and  de- 
clare, that  all  such  able  Seamen,  not  above  the  age  of  fifty, 
nor  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  fit  for  our  service,  who 
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shall,  on  or  before  the  30th  day  of  April  next,  voluntarily 
enter  tliemselves  to  serve  in  our  Royal  Navy,  either  with 
die  Captains  or  Lieutenants  of  our  ships,  or  the  chief  offi- 
cers on  board  such  tendere  as  shall  be  employed  for  raising 
men  for  the  service  of  our  Navy,  shall  receive,  as  our  Royal 
bounty,  the  sum  of  three  pounds  each  man ;  and  all  such 
ordinary  Seamen  fit  for  our  service,  who  shall  so  enter  them- 
selves as  aforesaid,  shall  receive  the  sum  of  two  pounds 
each  man,  as  our  Royal  bounty,  in  lieu  of  ail  other  boun- 
ties mentioned   in  our  Proclamation  dated  the  3d  oi  Jan- 
uary, and  our  order  in  Council  of  the  28th  day  of  Febru- 
ary last;  such  respective  sums  to  be  paid  them  by  tlie 
respective  clerks  of  the  Cheque,  residing  at  the  ports  or 
places  where  the  ships  into  which  they  shall   be  entered 
shall  be,  immediately  after  the  third  muster  of  such  Sea- 
men.    And  we  do  declare,  that  the  qualifications  of  the 
Seamen  so  entering  themselves  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  cer- 
tified by  the  Captain,  Master,  and  Boatswain  of  the  ship  or 
vessel  where  they  shall  enter.     And  for  prevention  of  any 
abuses  by  any  persons  leaving  the  vessels  to  which  they  shall 
belong,  and  entering  themselves  on  board  any  other  ships  or 
vessels,  in  order  to  obtain  the  said  bounty-money,  we  do 
hereby  declare  and  command,  that  such  Seamen  belonging 
to  any  of  our  ships  or  vessels  as  shall  absent  themselves 
fixjm  any  of  the  said  ships  or  vessels  to  which  they  shall 
belong,  and  shall  enter  themselves  on  board  any  other  of 
our  said  ships  or  vessels,  in  order  to  obtain  the  said  bounty, 
shall  not  only  lose  the  wages  due  to  them  in  tlie  ships  or 
vessels  they  shall  leave,  but  also  be  severely  punbhed  ac- 
cording to  their  demerits. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  22d  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  in  the  sixteenth 
year  of  our  reign. 

God  save  the  King. 

ADDRESS    OF   THE    PKOVOST,  ETC.,  OF   FORRES    (sCOTLANd) 
TO   THE    KING. 

Address  of  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Town  Council 
of  Forres,  presented  to  His  Majesty  by  Henry  Duiidas, 
Esq.,  Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

Deeply  impressed  with  a  just  and  grateful  sense  of  the 
many  invaluable  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your  Majesty's 
mild  and  beneficent  reign,  the  Provost,  Magistrates,  and 
Town  Council  of  Forres,  humbly  beg  leave  to  approach 
the  Throne,  to  declare  their  firm  attachment  to  your  Ma- 
jesty's person  and  administration. 

We  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  we  will,  with 
the  greatest  cheerfulness,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  sup- 
port the  dignity  of  your  Crown,  and  the  honour  of  Great 
Britain,  in" reducing  the  rebellious  Colonies  in  North  Ame- 
rica to  a  sense  of  the  duty  they  owe  to  your  Majesty  and 
the  Parent  State. 

Though  we  abhor  the  turbulent  and  seditious  spirit  that 
actuates  the  refractory  Colonies,  and  applaud  the  spirited 
coercive  measures  that  are  now  adopted  by  Administration 
to  reduce  them  to  a  proper  allegiance  to  their  King,  and 
dependance  on  the  Mother  Country  ;  instigated  by  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  we  commiserate  the  fate  of  our  unhappy 
deluded  fellow-subjects,  who,  excited  by  a  malevolent  do- 
mestick  facrion,  have  heedlessly  plunged  themselves  into  all 
the  horrours  of  a  most  unnatural  civil  war ;  and  rejoice  to 
think  that  when  they  return  to  their  duty,  they  will  be  agab 
received  under  the  protection  of  the  best  Government  that 
ever  human  wisdom  framed,  and  into  the  favour  of  a  Prince 
whose  glory  it  is  to  be  in  every  respect  a  constitutional  and 
patriotick  King. 

We  felicitate  your  Majesty  and  ourselves  on  having  the 
prospect  of  a  national  and  well-regulated  Militia  in  North 
Britain,  which  we  are  convinced  will  answer  every  good 
purpose  Government  can  expect. 

That  your  Majesty  may  be  speedily  enabled  to  restore 
peace  to  your  Colonies,  and  diffuse  happiness  over  all  the 
British  Empire,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of, 

May  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most  loyal, 
and  most  dutiful  subjects. 

Signed   by  appointment,  the  seal  of  the  Burgh  being 


PETITION    OF    THE    CITY    OF    LONDON    TO    THE    KING. 

St.  James's,  March  22,  1776. 

This  day  the  Right  Honourable  the  lyjrd-Mayor,  several 
of  the  Aldemien,  the  Sheriffs,  and  some  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London,  waited  upon  his  Majesty 
(being  introduced  by  the  Eari  of  Hertford,  I^ord  Chamber- 
lain of  His  Majesty's  household)  with  the  following  Address 
and  Petition,  which  was  read  by  the  Recorder: 


affixed, 


James  Grant,  Provost. 


To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 
The  humble  Address  and  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  City  of  London,  in 
Common  Council  assembled. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons,  of  the 
City  of  London,  in  Common  Council  assembled,  beg  leave 
to  approach  your  Throne,  and  to  entreat  your  Majesty's 
royal  attention,  whilst,  with  the  humility  of  dutiful  subjects, 
we  lay  before  your  Majesty  what  at  present  most  imme- 
diately affects  us  in  the  spirit  and  tendency  of  the  publick 
measures  now  depending,  and  the  anxiety  we  feel  at  the 
naked  and  exposed  state  in  which  this  country  will  be  left, 
by  draining  it  of  the  national  troops,  as  well  as  at  the 
danger  and  disgrace  attending  the  late  treaties  for  foreign 
mercenaries,  whose  latitude  is  such  as  to  provide  the  means 
of  introducing  a  foreign  Army  even  into  this  Realm. 

We  cannot,  sir,  without  horrour,  look  forward  to  national 
debt  and  of  burdensome  taxes,  that  loss  of  our  most  valu- 
able resources,  those  distresses  of  our  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers, those  deficiencies  of  the  revenue,  that  effusion  of 
the  blood  of  our  countrymen  and  brethren,  that  failure  of 
publick  credit,  and  those  dreadful  calamities  and  convul- 
sions, which  must  follow  a  civil  war  so  begun  and  pursued, 
whose  extent  no  wisdom  can  foresee. 

We  humbly  conceive  that  no  people  can  be  bound  to 
surrender  their  rights  and  liberties  as  a  return  for  protection. 
The  Colonies  have  fought  our  battles  with  us ;  and  in  the 
last  war  they  sb  far  exceeded  their  abilities,  that  this  nation 
thought  it  just  and  necessary  to  make  them  an  annual  com- 
pensation ;  and  even  now,  driven  to  open  hostilities  in  their 
own  defence,  they  are  willing  (their  Charters  being  invio- 
lably secured)  to  continue  to  us  all  those  advantages  of  a 
regulated  and  exclusive  commerce,  to  which  we  have  long 
owed  our  opulence  and  prosperity.  And  we  have  every 
assurance  which  men  in  their  situation  can  safely  give,  that, 
if  asked  as  freemen,  they  are  willing  to  go  further,  and  to 
afford  to  the  exhausted  state  of  the  revenue  of  this  country 
such  reasonable  voluntary  aid  as  their  abilities  permit ;  pro- 
vided that  their  contributions  are  unalienably  applied  to  re- 
lieve that  distress  which  is  the  only  fair  and  politick  founda- 
tion of  requiring  them  ;  and  that  neither  their  aids  nor  our 
own  sinking  fund  shall  be  any  longer  perverted  from  a  pub- 
lick benefit,  and  misapplied  to  the  purpose  of  corruption, 
instead  of  redeeming  the  debts  of  the  nation  according  to 
its  first  wise  and  just  institution. 

Indulge,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  the  humanity  and  be- 
nignity of  your  own  Royal  disposition,  and  our  prayers  will 
be  granted.  We  implore  the  extension  of  your  Majesty's 
justice  and  mercy  towards  that  Continent  which,  when  ar- 
biter of  the  tenns  of  peace,  it  was  your  Majesty's  own  deter- 
mination to  prefer  to  every  other  compensation  for  all  the 
expenses  of  the  last  war.  We  humbly  and  earnestly  be- 
seech your  Majesty,  that  the  most  solemn,  clear,  distinct, 
and  unambiguous  specification  of  those  just  and  honourable 
terms,  which  your  Majesty,  with  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, means  to  grant  to  the  Colonies,  may  precede  the 
dreadful  operations  of  your  armament.  Everj-  colour  and 
suspicion  of  injustice  and  oppression  will  then  be  removed 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  Mother  Country  ;  and  if  those 
just  and  honourable  terms  are  not  submitted  to,  your  Ma- 
jesty will  undoubtedly  be  enabled  to  meet,  what  will  then 
be  rebellion,  with  the  zealous  hearts  and  hands  of  a  deter- 
mined, loyal,  and  united  people. 

Signed  by  order  of  Court :  William  Rix. 

To  which  Address  and  Petition  His  Majesty  %vas  pleased 
to  return  the  following  Answer. 
I  deplore,  with  the  deepest  concern,  the  miseries  which  a 
great  part  of  my  subjects  in  North  America  have  brought 
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upon  themselves  by  an  unjustifiable  resistance  to  the  consti- 
tutional authority  of  this  Kingdom ;  and  I  shall  be  ready 
and  happy  to  alleviate  those  miseries,  by  acts  of  mercy  and 
clemency,  whenever  that  authority  is  established,  and  the 
now  existing  rebellion  is  at  an  end.  To  obtain  these  salu- 
tary pur|X)ses,  I  will  invariably  pursue  the  most  proper  and 
effectual  means. 


of  bringing  him  down,  guards,  &c. ;  James  Morris  to  pay 
the  other  moiety.     We  are,  &jc. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  th6  Elkridge  Depart- 
ment, in  Anne  Arundel  County. 


WILLIAM  LUX  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  March  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  is  a  letter  (from  Mr.  Masscn- 
baugh)  of  thanks  for  your  favours.  The  bearer,  Mr.  Robert 
Porteus,  comes  to  solicit  an  appointment  in  his  stead.  He 
is  a  young  man  who  has  lived  some  time  in  this  town  with 
Captain  Ewing,  as  a  clerk,  in  which  department  he  has  be- 
haved very  well.  I  believe  he  does  not  possess  any  mili- 
tar}^  knowledge  ;  but  if  you  think  him  worthy  of  the  station, 
I  dare  say  he  will  exert  himself. 

Mr.  Hughes  cast  one  eighteen-pounder  on  Monday,  and 
it  was  bored.  He  expected  to  have  four  ready  by  last  night ; 
and  begs  to  have  some  person  sent  up  to  prove  them,  that  if 
any  fault  be  found,  he  may  remedy  it  before  he  proceeds  too 
far.  He  thinks  these  will  answer  your  expectation,  and  turn 
out  exceeding  fine  ;  and  he  can  have  them  down  by  Tues- 
day or  Wednesday  next.  Pray  order  some  person  up  to 
prove  them  directly. 

Mr.  liowly  is  not  yet  returned.  As  soon  as  he  does,  you 
will  be  waited  on  by,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, I,,--  T 

'  William  Lux. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CALVERT  COUNTY  COM- 
MITTEE. 

[No.  75.]  Annapolis,  March  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  it  was  thought  by  the  last  Convention 
that  fifty  regular  troops  would  be  sufficient  to  watch  the 
movements  of  the  ships-of-war  and  their  tenders,  on  your 
coast,  and  to  repel  any  sudden  attack  or  invasion  which 
might  be  attempted  by  small  parties ;  and  as  we  do  not 
conceive  your  situation  more  dangerous  now  than  it  was 
tlien,  so  we  cannot  think  ourselves  at  liberty  to  station  an 
additional  number  of  men  in  your  County.  We  wish  to 
prevent  the  Militia  being  harassed ;  and  apprehend,  when 
Captain  Beall  arrives  at  his  station,  which  we  imagine  will 
be  by  the  last  of  next  week,  there  will  not  be  any  occasion 
for  them  to  move,  unless  a  more  formidable  force  should 
come  up  the  bay  than  has  yet  appeared,  which  we  have  no 
reason  to  expect  for  some  time  ;  under  which  circumstances, 
the  number  you  speak  of  would  not  avail,  and  the  Militia 
would  be  under  a  necessity  of  taking  the  field. 

We  have  renewed  our  orders  to  the  Committees  of  Ob- 
servation for  Charles  County ;  and  if  they  are  not  shortly 
complied  with,  will  send  you  some  powder  from  hence.  As 
to  furnishing  you  with  arms,  though  it  would  afford  us  the 
highest  satisfaction,  yet  from  our  inability  we  cannot  expe- 
rience the  pleasure  of  gratifying  you,  not  having  a  suffi- 
ciency for  the  regular  forces. 
We  are,  &c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Calvert  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL  Or  SAFETY  TO  ANNE  ARUNDEL   COUNTY 

COMMITTEE. 
[No.  76.]  AnnapoUfl,  March  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  called  James  Morris  before  us  ; 
and  not  finding  his  affair  in  such  a  situation  as  that  we  can 
go  into  a  plenary  hearing,  we  have  thought  proper  to  oblige 
him  to  give  security  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  also  for  his 
appearance  before  the  Committee  of  Observation  on  the 
first  Thursday  in  April  next ;  against  which  time,  if  you 
think  it  necessary,  you  may  order  witnesses  to  attend  to  en- 
force his  charge,  and  send  him  down  to  us  again  or  not,  as 
the  facts  may  appear. 

Stephen  Gartrell  hath  been  heard,  and  is  ordered  to  make 
proper  concessions  at  the  head  of  the  Elkridge  Battalion, 
at  their  next  meeting,  and  to  pay  one  moiety  of  the  expense 


benjamin    franklin    to    C.  W.  F.  DUMAS. 

Philadelphia,  March  22,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  lately  by  Mr.  Story,  and 
since  by  another  conveyance.  This  line  will  be  delivered 
to  you  by  Mr.  Dcane,  who  goes  over  on  business  of  the 
Congress,  and  with  whom  you  may  freely  converse  on  the 
affairs  committed  to  you  in  behalf  of  that  body.  I  recom- 
mend him  warmly  to  your  civilities.  Messrs.  Vaillant  and 
Pochard  continue  close  at  their  new  business,  and  are  al- 
ready able  to  subsist  by  it.  As  they  grow  more  Mcpert,  they 
will  be  able  to  take  more  money. 

Mr.  Dcane  will  inform  you  of  everything  here ;  and  I 
need  not  add  more  tlian  that  I  am,  witli  esteem  and  respect, 
&;c. 


B.  Franklin. 


To  C.  TV.  F.  Dumas,  Utrecht. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  ofOswELL  Eve,  of  Frankford,  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Oxford,  and  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  hum- 
bly showeth : 

That  your  Petitioner  some  time  ago,  at  great  expense, 
erected  a  Powder-Mill  in  this  Province,  with  a  view  of  car- 
rying on  that  useful  manufactory ;  and  spent  much  time  in 
inventing  machines  and  making  experiments  for  bringing 
that  branch  of  business  to  perfection,  which  he  apprehends 
he  had  in  a  great  measure  accomplished,  so  as  to  establish 
the  making  of  powder  in  this  Province,  which  had  not  been 
carried  on  to  any  extent  before. 

That  the  present  situation  of  America  requiring  a  greater 
supply  of  that  article,  he  was  employed  by  the  honourable 
Congress  and  die  Committee  of  Safety,  to  work  up  part  of 
the  saltpetre  imported  by  them  and  made  here,  which  in- 
duced him  to  extend  his  works  at  a  very  great  additional 
expense.  That,  by  employing  his  whole  time  and  study 
therein,  he  has  invented  and  carried  into  execution  works 
for  graining  powder,  and  for  other  parts  of  manufacturing 
the  same,  which  are  put  in  motion  by  water,  (which  is  not 
done  in  any  part  of  Europe,)  and  by  which  not  only  many 
hands  may  be  saved  in  cairying  on  the  same,  but  that  it  can 
be  completed  with  much  more  expedition  and  safety  than  in 
any  other  mill. 

Also,  that  he  has,  by  different  experiments,  improved  the 
refining  of  saltpetre  and  sulphur,  and  has  brought  the  whole 
to  perfection ;  and  is  now  making  upwards  of  twenty -two 
hundred  weight  of  powder  per  week. 

That  he  has  at  all  times  shown  his  works  and  many  of 
his  improvements  to  such  gentiemen  as  came  from  different 
Colonies  to  view  the  same,  which  has  contributed  to  pro- 
mote the  erecting  a  number  of  powder-mills  ;  therefore,  as 
the  expense  which  he  has  been  at  will  not,  for  a  consider- 
able time,  be  compensated  by  tiie  profits  of  his  mill ;  and  as 
other  manufactories,  of  less  publick  utility  than  this  is  at 
present,  have  met  with  publick  encouragement,  he  humbly 
proposes  to  make  known  to  the  honourable  Congress  or 
Committee  of  Safety,  or  such  persons  as  they  shall  appoint, 
his  whole  art  of  making  powder,  and  different  improvements 
in  the  mill,  not  doubting  that  they  will  grant  him  an  ade- 
quate reward  for  having  brought  to  perfection  the  said 
manufactory  in  the  most  safe  and  expeditious  manner. 

All  which  he  submits  to  the  consideration  of  your  honour- 
able Board,  either  to  recommend  his  case  to  Congress,  or  to 
grant  him  such  compensation  as  you  may  thuik  proper. 

OswELL  Eve. 
Frankford,  March  22,  1776. 

JAMES    YOUNG    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  23,  1776.] 

Philadelphia,  March  22,  1776. 
Sir:    Permit  me  to  address  you  in  this  manner,  as  I 
would  not  presume  to  take  up  your  time  with  a  tedious  re- 
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lation  of  disagreeable  circumstances.  I  am  the  unfortunate 
father  of  a  wrong-headed  and  deluded,  though  only  son,  who 
made  an  elopement  from  me  the  latter  end  of  January  last, 
and  got  on  board  the  Phmix  ship-of-war  without  my  know- 
ledge, and  have  not  yet  been  able  to  reclaim  him  to  the  duty 
he  owes  his  country.  I  am  now  infomied  that  he  is  fortunately 
a  prisoner  in  INew-  York,  having  been  on  board  the  ship  that 
was  cast  away  on  Long-Island,  going,  as  I  am  informed,  with 
recomnfendatory  letters  from  Governour  Tryon  to  General 
Howe.  This  is,  therefore,  to  implore  you,  with  the  honour- 
able Congress,  to  permit  him  to  be  a  prisoner  on  the  parole 
of  a  gentleman,  at  the  late  estate  of  his  grandfather.  Dr. 
Greame,  twenty  miles  north  of  this  city,  or  where  else  it 
may  be  thought  proper  near  this  place ;  which  will  lay  me 
under  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  honourable  Congress. 

Being,  with  the  utmost  respect,  honourable  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant,  j  y 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  The  youth  is  but  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  an 
apprentice  to  Messrs.  Chevalier,  of  this  city.  His  name  is 
John  Young. 


JOHN    CHATFIELD    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Easthampton,  March  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  This  day,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, our  guard,  stationed  at  Montauk,  saw  twenty  sail  of 
square-rigged  vessels  (five  of  them  appeared  to  be  large) 
and  two  sloops,  bearing  about  south-southeast  from  the 
point  of  Montauk,  about  nine  or  ten  miles  to  sea,  (the  wind 
south-southeast,  the  weather  something  thick  and  hazy.) 
steering  about  northeast  by  north,  and  sailed  to  the  east- 
ward of  Block-Lland ;  and  suppose,  by  the  course  they 
steered,  that  they  were  going  into  Rhode-Island.  This, 
gentlemen,  is  all  the  information  we  can  give  you  concern- 
ing them,  as  at  about  one  o'clock  they  disappeared  behind 
Block-Island,  and  they  saw  them  no  more. 

As  we  are  a  frontier  at  the  east  end  of  Long-Island,  and 
are  destitute  of  men  to  defend  us,  and  have  but  little  am- 
munition, should  be  very  glad  if  the  honourable  House 
would  use  their  endeavours  that  we  may  have  some  assis- 
tance. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vants. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Easthampton. 

John  Chatfield,  Chairman. 

To  the  New-York  Committee  of  Safety. 


peter    S.    van    ALSTYNE    to    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 
Kinderhook,  Albany  County,  March  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  A  difficulty  has  arisen  in  the  execution  of 
my  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  under  the  Five  Pound 
Act,  which  induces  me  to  apply  to  your  Board.  I  have 
hitherto  issued  precepts  as  usual,  when  applied  to  for  the 
recovery  of  debts  within  my  limited  jurisdiction,  though  I 
have  always,  since  the  commencement  of  our  publick  dis- 
tresses, endeavoured  to  dissuade  parties  from  a  prosecution 
where  the  debtor's  default  arose  from  inability  ;  but  where 
I  have,  been  assured  that  the  demand  of  process  by  the 
plaintiff  has  not  proceeded  from  litigiousness,  but  as  a  means 
of  obtaining  a  just  debt,  which  was  not  detained  from  ina- 
bility, 1  have  readily  exercised  the  powers  of  my  office. 
Notwithstanding  these  my  principles,  I  have  given  offence, 
and  on  Saturday  last,  I  was  visited  by  sundry  persons, 
who  said  they  were  a  Committee  from  a  larger  number  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  this  District,  who  had  come  to  a 
resolution  that  the  law  for  recovery  of  debts  before  Magis- 
trates should  cease  in  this  District ;  and  yesterday,  when  I 
happened  to  be  from  home,  about  thirty  or  forty  men  came 
with  a  design  to  compel  me  to  a  promise  of  desisting  from 
the  further  exercise  of  my  office  in  civil  suits.  The  ot)jec- 
tions  they  make  are  of  a  general  nature,  and  by  no  means 
confined  to  me  ;  for  no  peculiar  hardship  or  any  oppression 
is  complained  of,  nor  has  any  resentment  been  shown  against 
the  plaintiffs ;  but  they  say  that,  in  the  present  situation  of 
the  country,  they  ought  not  to  be  compelled  by  law  to  pay 
debts :  and  that  while  we  are  fighting  against  the  Kmg,  (I 


state  their  objection,)  it  is  absurd  to  use  his  name  or  authori- 
ty to  enforce  the  payment  of  debts.  Your  Board  will  at 
once  perceive  die  dilemma  to  which  myself,  and,  indeed,  all 
who  are  concerned  in  the  administration  of  justice,  are  re- 
duced by  these  principles,  and  the  compulsory  methods 
threatened  of  carrj'ing  them  into  execution.  For  my  part, 
I  have  remonstrated  that  no  order  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, the  Provincial  Congress,  or  the  General  County  Com- 
mittee, has  passed  for  a  cessation  of  law,  and  that  when 
either  interferes,  I  shall  doubtless  be  freed  from  fiirther  ap- 
plication. They,  on  the  other  hand,  argue  that  the  silence 
of  the  Congresses  must  be  taken  to  be  in  their  favour,  from 
the  evident  reasonableness  of  their  objection,  (which  I  have 
already  stated,)  and,  therefore,  that  it  is  incumbent  on  those 
who  are  advocates  for  the  law's  going  on,  to  get  an  express 
declaration  to  destroy  what  they  suppose  to  be  the  implied 
sense  of  the  Congresses.  At  present,  while  the  one  party 
complains  of  the  hardship  of  paying  debts,  the  other  thinks 
it  equally  hard  to  be  restrained  from  the  only  effectual 
means  of  enforcing  their  just  demands. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  would  be  of  publick  benefit  that  your 
Board  (which,  except  the  Grand  Continental  Congress,  is 
the  only  competent  power  to  decide  these  differences)  should 
express  its  sentiments  on  this  important  subject,  for  it  is  that 
by  which  all  sides  profess  themselves  ready  to  govern  them- 
selves. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Peter  S.  Van  Alstyne. 
To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  Neto-  York. 

Although  we  have  not  experienced  the  inconveniences 
above  set  forth,  yet,  being  exposed  thereto  from  the  nature 
of  our  offices  as  Magistrates,  we  beg  leave  to  join  in  the 


above  representation. 


Peter  Vosburgh, 
h.  v.  schaick, 
Andries  Witbeck, 


To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Pro- 
vince of  New-York. 

The  Petition  of  Robert  Robinson  and  Michael  Price, 

humbly  showeth  : 
That  your  Petitioners  have  unhappily  fallen  under  the 
censure  of  the  Committee  of  New-  York,  for  having  been 
concerned  in  selling  goods  at  higher  prices  than  for  twelve 
months  last  past.  That  your  Petitioners  have  suffered,  and 
do  daily  suffer,  many  hardships  and  inconveniences  from 
this  censure.  That  your  Petitioners  are  extremely  sorry 
that  any  part  of  their  conduct  should  have  given  offence  to 
their  fellow-citizens,  as  they  have  always  had  the  sincerest 
regard  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Province  of 
New- York,  and  of  America  in  general.  That  your  Peti- 
tioners did  early  sign  the  General  Association,  and,  in  all 
cases  except  the  above,  have  strictly  observed  all  orders  and 
recommendations  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Con- 
gresses and  General  Committee  of  this  City,  and  that  they 
sincerely  promise  to  abide  by  all  such  orders  and  recom- 
mendations for  the  future,  and  that  it  shall  be  their  earnest 
endeavour  so  to  demean  themselves  as  to  avoid  giving  any 
just  cause  of  offence.  That  your  Petitioners,  therefore, 
humbly  request  this  honourable  Congress  will  be  pleased  to 
take  the  singular  hardship  of  their  case  into  consideration, 
and  grant  them  relief  from  the  present  embarrassments  un- 
der which  they  labour  from  said  censure.  And  your  Peti- 
tioners, as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Robinson  &;  Price. 


GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Lebanon,  March  22,  1776. 

Sir:  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams,  Esquires, 
are  authorized  and  empowered  by  the  Governour  and  Coun- 
cil appointed  to  assist  him  in  the  recess  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, to  move  your  body  to  grant  tiiis  Colony  for  its  use 
the  loan  of  such  a  number  and  sizes  of  cannon  as  you  can 
spare  without  detriment,  which,  if  granted,  the  return  of 
them,  or  their  value,  shall  be  secured.  The  reason  of  this 
application  is,  that  we  have  undertaken  to  set  the  furnace 
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at  SalUbury  in  blast,  to  cast  cannon,  Sic,  for  use  at  tliis 
important  crisis  of  publick  affairs  ;  that  the  hearth  is  laying, 
ore,  coal,  and  every  other  necessary  preparing,  workmen 
provided  for  every  part  of  tlie  business,  and  hope  to  begin 
to  cast  cannon  in  all  next  month,  or  early  in  May.  They 
can  with  greater  ease  be  transported  to  New-  York  (and 
used  where  needed)  than  brought  here.  In  the  mean  time, 
fearing  our  necessity  of  cannon  for  use  before  this  work  can 
be  effected,  and  apprehending  that  a  great  number  of  va- 
rious sizes  may  be  spared  from  your  Colony  without  injury 
to  the  common  service,  we  therefore  hope  for  a  compliance 
with  our  motion. 

This  Colony  have  been  exploring  lead-mines.  One  at 
Middletown  is  opened,  fifty  or  sixty  tons  of  ore  raised,  a 
smelting  furnace  built  there,  and  expect  thirty  or  forty  tons 
of  lead  to  be  run  out  soon.  A  Committee  aj)pointed  by 
our  Assembly  in  October  last  to  explore  and  examine  a 
lead-mine  at  New- Canaan,  in  your  Colony,  made  report  at 
our  session  in  December  last.  A  copy  diereof  is  enclosed. 
If  worthy  of  your  attention,  and  ore  is  raised  there,  the  fur- 
nace at  Middletown  may  serve  for  smelting  what  is  raised 
at  both  places.  Any  service  we  can  render  your  Colony 
in  that  or  any  other  instance,  will  be  done  widi  pleasure. 

I  am,  w  ith  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  t„  ,     ,  rp „.„, 

'  Jonathan   Irltubull. 

To  the  Honourable  Nathaniel  JVoodhull,  Esq. 


GOVERNOUR  COOKE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

East-Greenwich,  March  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly  now  sit- 
ting here,  I  make  application  to  your  Excellency  for  six 
seamen  taken  from  the  enemy,  and  now  your  prisoners,  to 
be  exchanged  for  six  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  who  were 
taken  and  are  detained  by  Captain  Wallace.  Four  of  these 
men  have  families,  who  are  greatly  distressed.  I  send  this 
by  express,  by  reason  of  the  danger  of  Captain  Wallace's 
being  removed  from  this  station,  and  carrying  these  unfor- 
tunate people  with  him  ;  or,  if  that  should  not  be  the  case, 
of  his  sending  them  to  Britain,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  them 
and  their  families.  We  have  but  two  prisoners  in  this  Colo- 
ny, both  officers,  and  active  enterprising  men,  whom  we 
should  be  extremely  unwilling  to  give  up. 

I  he"  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  give  this  matter 
the  quickest  despatch,  and  to  deliver  the  seamen  to  Mr. 
Burr,  the  bearer,  to  be  immediately  brought  into  this  Co- 
lony. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient  humble  servant,  Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL   WARD   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Camp  at  Eoxbury,  March  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  enemy  having  abandoned  the  town  of  Boston, 
and  as  my  health  declines,  I  have  no  prospect  of  being  able 
to  perform  the  duties  of  my  office  in  the  Anny  the  ensuing 
campaign,  therefore,  I  must  beg  leave  to  resign  my  com- 
mand, and  sincerely  pray  that  some  gentleman  better  quali- 
fied may  be  appointed  in  my  place. 

Wishing  you  the  Divine  smiles  and  protection,  I  am, 
dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


major    HILDRETH    to    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Dracut,  March  22,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Honours  :  I  am  sensible  of  the 
honour  done  me  by  your  Honours'  appointing  me  a  Fii-st 
Major  in  the  Seventh  Regiment  in  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex ;  but  the  consciousness  of  my  being  unqualified  and  une- 
qual to  that  important  post,  will,  I  hope,  excuse  my  de- 
clining it.  I  therefore  have  enclosed  the  commission  to  your 
Honours,  and  pray  your  Honours  to  appoint  some  other  per- 
son in  my  place. 

I  remain  your  Honours'  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

William  Hildreth. 
To  the  Honourable  Council  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 


Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 

The  major  part  of  the   Council  of  the  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  in  New-England,  to  William  Hildreth,  -Ejg'., 

greeting  : 

You  being  appointed  First  Major  of  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  w  hereof  Si- 
meon Spaulding,  Esq.,  is  Colonel,  by  virtue  of  the  power 
vested  in  us,  we  do  by  these  presents  (reposing  specyal  tnist 
and  confidence  in  your  loyalty,  courage,  and  good  conduct) 
commission  you  accordingly.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully 
and  diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a  First  Major  in  lead- 
ing, ordering,  and  exercising  said  regiment  in  anns,  both 
inferior  officers  and  soldiei-s,  and  to  keep  diem  in  good  order 
and  discipline ;  and  they  are  hereby  commanded  to  obey 
you  as  their  First  Major,  and  you  are  yourself  to  observe 
and  follow  such  orders  and  instnictions  as  you  shall  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  the  major  part  of  the  Council  or 
your  superior  officers. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  the  seal  of  the  said  Colony, 
at  Watertown,  the  14th  chy  of  Febriuiry,in  the  sixteenth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  King  George  die  Third, 
Anno  Domini  1776. 

By  the  command  of  the  major  part  of  the  Council. 

Perez  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 


W.  Sever, 
W.  Spooner, 
J.  Winthrop, 
Jedediah  Foster, 
John  Whitcomb, 
T.  Cushing, 
James  Prescott, 
Eldad  Taylor, 


Michael  Farley, 
J.  Palmer, 
Moses  Gill, 
Caleb  Cushing, 
Samuel  Holten, 
John  Taylor, 
B.  White. 


ON   the    AMERICAN    AFFAIRS. 

London,  March  23,  1776. 

The  dies  are  thrown,  and  the  game  is  lost.  The  Ad- 
dressers have  won.  Whether  or  not  there  was  foul  play,  I 
will  not  inquire.  But  can  they  be  so  weak  to  imagine  that 
the  calamities  of  this  war  will  only  fall  on  the  Americans  ? — 
that  they  only  shall  feel  the  storm,  and  that  we  shall  remain 
safe  and  unhurt  ?  Is  it  possible  that  a  total  stagnation  of 
trade  to  America  should  bring  no  evil  upon  us  ?  As  well 
might  it  be  asserted,  and  with  as  much  truth,  that  causes 
have  ceased  to  produce  their  effects.  Alas  !  miseries,  accu- 
mulated miseries,  must  come  upon  us !  There  is  that  evil 
in  the  cause  that  must  produce  them.  Thousands  will  be 
seen  wringing  their  hands,  and  crying  for  bread,  whose 
honest  industry  used  plentifully  to  supply  themselves  and 
families.  The  affluent  merchant,  and  all  who  depended 
upon  him  for  support,  must  be  overwhelmed  with  misery 
and  wretchedness  ;  and  the  poor  rates  must  be  swelled  be- 
yond the  ability  of  the  land  to  support.  None  of  these  evils 
may,  indeed,  at  present  be  felt  by  the  Addressers — with 
them  all  may  be  plenty,  calm,  and  sunshine  ;  but  how  long 
will,  or  can  it  remain  so?  Poison  thrown  into  the  natural 
body  does  not  instantly  show  its  effects.  It  is  not, possible 
that  we  should  yet  feel  the  miseries  that  lie  concealed  in  the 
present  measures ;  but  they  will  operate,  and,  too  soon,  like 
poison,  discover  the  fatality  of  their  nature.  Let  every  man, 
therefore,  look  to  himself. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  must  be  allowed  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  finances  and  resources  of  Government. 
His  declaration  in  the  House  was  very  alarming.  As  a 
stockholder,  it  most  sensibly  affected  me.  If  the  resources 
fail,  whence  is  my  interest  to  arise  ?  Ex  nihilo  nihil  ft. 
Many,  doubtless,  see  this  evil ;  nor  is  it  possible  that  so 
weighty  a  matter  should  escape  the  sagacity  of  our  rulers. 
Would  to  God  it  had  acted  on  them  as  a  preventive,  and 
turned  their  hearts  to  peace,  instead  of  war ! 

If  the  Americans  have  drawn  on  them  our  resentment, 
they  have  certainly,  by  this  time,  been  amply  punished  ;  but 
if  delcnda  est  Carthago,  if  nothing  can  apjieasu  the  wrath 
risen  up  against  them  but  their  utter  ruin,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  tares  cannot  be  plucked  up  without  the  wheat 
suffering  with  it.  David  certainly  made  the  wisest  choice 
when  he  chose  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  God,  rather  than 
into  the  hands  of  man.  Man's  mercies  are  cruelties :  intent 
upon  the  object  of  his  resentment,  he  neither  sees  how  he 
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may  be  hurt  himself,  nor  regards  what  mischief  he  brings 
on  others. 

This  war  has  more  evils  in  it  than  can  possibly  be  fore- 
seen. It  admits  of  no  comparison  with  other  wars.  It  is 
rather  like  a  family  quarrel,  where,  every  one  flying  to  law, 
the  whole  estate  becomes  lost  in  the  contest. 

O  Addressers !  what  infatuation  has  seized  you  ?  Is  not 
peace  better  than  war  ?  Would  it  be  any  loss  to  you  to  have 
a  general  amnesty  granted  to  the  Amerkans  1  Would  ye 
be  sufferers  were  you  to  behold  them  again  as  in  the  year 
1763  ?  Ye  may  live  to  curee  the  day  when  you  set  your 
hands  to  the  fatal  paper!  Sooner  should  my  right  hand 
have  perished  than  have  been  instrumental  in  bringing  so 
great  an  evil  on  the  land  as  the  curse  of  war.  The  child 
unborn  will  rue  the  day. 


CAPTAINS    KENT    AND    HENRY    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF 

SAFETY. 

Head-Quarters,  Northampton,  Virginia,  March  23,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen:  We  embrace  this  opportu- 
nity by  Captain  Kell,  who  has  been  some  weeks  blocked  up 
in  this  harbour  by  tenders.  On  Monday  evening  last  a 
tender  came  into  Chariton  Creek,  and  carried  out  a .  sloop 
belonging  to  Isaac  Vaughan,  and  got  Captain  KelVs  schoo- 
ner under  way,  but  luckily  run  aground.  Our  companies 
that  are  stationed  at  the  Court-House  got  down  a  little  after 
dark ;  and  as  there  were  a  ship  and  five  small  craft  in  the 
offing,  that  we  supposed  to  be  the  man-of-war  and  tenders 
that  were  up  the  bay  with  you,  we  planted  sentinels  along 
the  bay  shore,  and  went  to  heaving  up  an  intrenchment  oppo- 
site to  Captain  KelTs  schooner.  We  discovered  nothing  of 
the  tender  till  the  morning,  when  she  weighed  anchor,  and 
came  opposite  to  our  little  breastwork,  and  an  engagement 
ensued,  which  lasted  about  an  hour ;  when  we  obliged  the 
tender  to  retreat,  without  carrying  out  the  schooner. 

We  shall  be  exceedingly  thankful  for  the  Continental 
regulations  relative  to  victualling  and  paying  off  troops. 
We  were  obliged  to  send  Mr.  Bruff  to  the  Treasurer  for 
the  money  to  pay  one  month's  wages  to  our  companies. 
We  hope  your  Honours  will  make  some  provision  for  getting 
the  companies  home,  as  also  for  our  Surgeons. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble 

^'''^''^''  .  James  Kent, 

William  Henry. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

P.  S.  As  Captain  KeU  will  return  here  again,  he  has 
promised  to  wait  on  you  for  any  commands  you  may  have 
to  us. 

In  Committee,  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  "f 
March  20,  1776.  5 

Captam  Thomas  Kell,  commander  of  the  Schooner  Dol- 
phin, having  put  into  Chariton  Harbour,  being  chased  by 
one  of  the  tenders,  who  have  made  several  attempts  to  take 
possession  of  her  since ;  and  the  said  Captain  Kell  having 
appeared  before  the  Committee,  and  desired  their  opinion 
what  part  to  act,  and  there  appearing  no  probability  of  get- 
ting safe  out,  and  thinking  it  would  be  attended  with  fatal 
consequences  to  suffer  such  a  valuable  cargo  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  recommended  to  the  Captain  to  unload 
her  without  loss  of  time,  and  run  her  up  the  creek,  and  wait 
the  further  direction  of  the  owners. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Druby  Stith,  Chairman  of  Committee. 


THOMAS    B.    HANDS    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Chestertown,  March  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Mr.  Houston yxsX.  now  returned  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  delivered  me  the  enclosed  letter,  which  I 
should  have  sent  unopened,  but  he  told  me  he  had  directions 
from  Mr.  Alexander  to  deliver  the  letter  to  either  Mr.  Smyth 
or  myself,  if  in  this  town,  and  to  desire  us  to  open  it  and 
see  the  contents,  and  carefully  to  transmit  it  to  you.  As  it 
miffht  be  imprudent  to  intrust  it  to  a  casual  conveyance,  I 
have  engaged  a  person  to  take  the  care  of  it  to  you,  by  way 
of  Rock-Hall,  with  orders  that,  should  he  be  pursued  in  the 
bay,  and  be  in  danger  of  being  taken,  to  sink  the  letter 


with  weights.     Mr.  Houston  brings  no  intelligence  worth 
communicating. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

Thomas  B.  Hands. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


JOHN    STEWARD   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OP    SAFETY. 

March  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  late  Convention  were  pleased  to  ho- 
nour me  with  an  appointment  in  the  regular  Independent 
service  of  this  Province.  I  am  well  pleased  with  my  pre- 
sent situation  ;  but,  from  the  consideration  that  I  cannot  at- 
tain so  just  a  knowledge  of  military  duty  in  it  as  in  the 
Battalion  or  Artillery,  I  wish  to  exchange  for  the  vacancy 
in  Captain  Fulford's  Company.  If,  gentlemen,  you  think 
I  merit  such  favour,  it  shall  be  my  constant  study  to  qualify 
myself  for  the  post. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obedient 

servant,  .         _, 

John  Steward. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    CAPTAIN    JOHN    ALLEN 

THOMAS. 
[No.  77.]  Annapolis,  March  23,  1776. 

Sir:  We  received  a  letter  of  the  1 5th  instant,  from  Mr. 
MackaU,  advising  us  that  you  thought  a  Virginia  Pilot- 
boat,  which  the  Calvert  County  Guards  had  stopped  some 
days  past,  would  be  very  useful,  as  well  for  conveying  the 
troops  from  one  County  to  the  other,  as  for  taking  any  small 
tenders  which  might  come  into  your  river ;  and  that  the 
owner  would  sell  her  on  reasonable  terms ;  and  requesting 
our  opinion  upon  the  expediency  of  purchasing  and  arming 
her  for  the  use  of  the  Province.  We  cannot  conceive  a 
pilot-boat  properly  calculated  to  transport  troops  across  a 
narrow  river,  in  which,  upon  an  alarm  given,  unless  the  wind 
should  suit,  they  cannot  sail  from  one  place  to  another  with 
that  expedition  the  service  might  require ;  and  as  to  repel- 
ling any  hostile  attacks  which  may  be  made  by  tenders,  we 
do  not  think  that  boat  would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose,  as 
nothing  less  than  an  eight  or  ten-gun  vessel  would  offer  to 
run  up  our  rivers  to  contmit  depredations.  These  and  other 
reasons  will  not  justify  our  purchasing  her  for  the  services 
suggested. 

We  are,  &;c. 

To  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF   SAFETY   TO    DELEGATES    IN   CON- 
GRESS. 
[No.  78.]  Annapolis,  March  23, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Two  tons  of  powder,  or  near  that  quantity, 
we  believe,  have  been  lately  received  at  Baltimore  Town 
from  Philadelphia ;  one  ton  of  which  Mr.  Alexander  wrote 
us  was  intended  for  Virginia,  but  given  up  by  their  Depu- 
ties on  occasion  of  the  late  alarm.  We  wish  to  be  informed 
whether  we  are  indebted  to  Virginia  or  to  Congress  for  the 
last  ton.  If  to  Virginia,  we  can  easily  settle  the  account, 
because  we  have  already  lent  them  twelve  barrels :  two  for 
the  lower  Counties,  and  ten  for  their  sloop-of-war  at  Alex- 
andria. 

Muskets  by  Captain  Tihbet  not  yet  come  to  hand.  They 
are  much  wanted.  Our  Independent  Companies  are  very 
importunate  for  arms,  which  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able 
to  supply  them  with.  Our  gunsmiths  go  on  very  slowly, 
and  we  want  small-arms  very  much.  Permit  us  to  request 
you  would  remind  the  Congress  of  those  lent  for  fitting  out 
the  Hornet  and  Wasp. 

We  are  anxious  to  have  all  the  powder  secured  we  can ; 
and  should  be  glad  to  know  what  quantity  Messrs.  Willing 
8f  Morris  sent,  and  whether  any  more  is  to  be  expected 
from  that  quarter  soon. 

We  are  satisfied,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Province,  with 
the  sale  of  the  vessel  called  the  Wild  Duck.  W.  Lux  seems 
not  altogether  pleased,  and  talks  that  he  had  some  claim  ; 
but  we  think  he  ought  to  be  contented,  all  things  con- 
sidered. 

Some  gold  and  silver  have  already  come  in ;  and  more 
might  be  got  had  we  cash  to  exchange.     We  are  in  daily 
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expectation  of  the  arrival  of  the  Continental  money,  as  also 
of  our  plates  and  paper  for  the  new  emission.  We  admire 
much  at  your  silence  on  that  head,  and  can  account  for  it 
no  otherwise  than  by  takino  it  for  granted  that  your  atten- 
tion is  engaged  on  subjects  of  more  importance. 

We  have  heretofore  requested  you  would  let  us  know  die 
pay  of  officers  and  seamen  engaged  in  the  Continental  Navy, 
and  must  again  remind  you  of  sending  it  to  us,  that  we  may 
settle  the  pay  in  our  Province. 

We  can  spare  fifty  pieces  of  the  heaviest  duck,  and  most 
unfit  for  tents  ;  the  rest  you  will  be  pleased  to  forward  to  us 
by  the  stages.  All  is  quiet  here  at  present.  Nothing  new, 
only  that  the  man-of-war,  in  her  passage  down,  phmdered 
Sharp's  Island,  and  carried  off  some  stock,  and  had  taken 
a  small  vessel  belonging  to  Colonel  Tayloe.  A  flying  re- 
port, by  Charles  Landsdah,  this  day,  that  they  were  lately 
seen  at  the  mouth  of  Potomack. 

Your  information  with  regard  to  Mr.  Temple  falls  much 
short  of  the  great  expectations  raised  by  the  publick  pa- 
pers, and  by  private  letters  heretofore  received.  Be  pleased 
to  send  us  the  earliest  intelligence  which  way  Lord  Howe 
steers  his  course  from  Boston,  that,  if  he  comes  this  way,  we 
may  be  prepared  to  receive  him. 

We  are,  &;c. 
To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland  in  Congress. 

P.  S.  If  the  lead  be  not  already  sent  off,  please  order 
four  tons  to  Chestertown,  for  the  use  of  the  Eastern-Shore. 


JOHN   JAY   TO  COLONEL   McDOUGALL. 

Philadelphia,  March  23,  1776. 

Deab  Colonel  :  When  the  Clerk  of  the  Congress  gave 
me  the  printed  papers  which  I  enclosed  you,  he  told  me 
they  contained  the  Navy  establishment.  Whatever  defi- 
ciencies there  may  be  in  them  as  to  that  matter,  will,  I  hope, 
be  supplied  by  the  extract  now  enclosed. 

As  to  Continental  colours,  the  Congress  have  made  no 
order  as  yet  concerning  them ;  and  I  believe  the  Captains 
of  their  armed  vessels  have,  in  that  particular,  been  di- 
rected by  their  own  fancies  and  inclinations.  I  remember 
to  have  seen  a  flag  designed  for  one  of  them,  on  which  was 
extremely  well  painted  a  large  rattlesnake,  reaiing  his  crest 
and  shaking  his  rattles,  with  this  motto :  "  Don't  tread  on 
me;"  but  whether  this  device  was  generally  adopted  by  the 
fleet,  I  am  not  able  to  say ;  I  rather  think  it  was  not. 

I  am  by  no  means  without  my  apprehensions  of  danger 
from  that  licentiousness  which,  in  your  situation,  is  not  un- 
common. Nothing  will  contribute  more  to  its  suppression 
than  a  vigorous  exertion  of  the  powers  vested  in  your  Con- 
vention and  Committee  of  Safety — at  least  till  more  regular 
fonns  can  be  introduced.  The  tenderness  shown  to  some 
wild  people,  on  account  of  their  supposed  attachment  to 
the  cause,  has  been  of  disservice.  Their  eccentrick  beha- 
viour, by  passing  unreproved,  has  gained  countenance,  and 
has  lessened  your  authority,  and  diminished  that  dignity  so 
essential  and  necessary  to  give  weight  and  respect  to  your 
ordinances.  Some  of  your  own  people  are  daily  instigated, 
if  not  employed,  to  caluinniate  and  abuse  the  whole  Pro- 
vince, and  misrepresent  all  their  actions  and  intentions. 
One,  in  particular,  has  had  the  impudence  to  intimate  to 
certain  persons  that  your  battalions,  last  campaign,  were  not 
half  full,  and  that  Schakk's  Regiment  had  more  officers  than 
privates.  Others  report  that  you  have  all  along  supplied 
the  men-of-war  with  whatever  they  pleased  to  have,  and 
througli  them,  our  enemies  in  Boston.  By  tales  like  these 
they  pay  their  court  to  people  who  have  more  ostensible 
consequence  than  real  honesty,  and  more  cunning  than  wis- 
dom. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  our  intermeddling  in  the  affair  of 
the  Test  is  agreeable  to  you.  For  God's  sake  resist  all  such 
attempts  for  the  future. 

Your  own  discernment  has  pointed  out  to  you  the  prin- 
ciple of  Lord  Stirling's  advancement.  Had  the  age  of  a 
Colonel's  commission  been  a  proper  rule,  it  would  have  de- 
termined in  favour  of  some  Colonel  at  Cambridge,  many  of 
whose  cpmmissions  are  prior  in  date  to  any  in  New-York. 
The  spirit  you  betray  on  this  occasion  becomes  a  soldier. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  will,  I  hope, 
settle  all  doubts  relative  to  rank,  which  may  arise  from  your 
new  commission.    The  consequence  you  drew  from  that  cir- 


cumstance was  more  ingenious  than  solid ;  for  I  can  assure  you 
that  the  Congress  were  not  disposed  to  do  anything  wrong 
or  uncivil ;  and  I  can  also  add,  that  your  not  having  joined 
your  regiment  last  summer  has  been  explained  to  their  satis- 
faction, as  far  a.s  I  am  able  to  judge.  With  respect  to  this, 
however,  as  well  as  some  other  matters,  I  shall  defer  par- 
ticulars till  we  meet.  In  a  word,  with  some  men  in  these 
as  in  otiier  other  times,  a  man  must  either  be  their  tool  and 
be  despised,  or  act  a  finn  disinterested  part  and  be  abused. 
The  latter  has,  in  one  or  two  matters,  been  your  fate,  as  well 
as  that  of  many  other  good  men.     Adieu. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  friend,  John  Jay. 

To  Colonel  McDougall. 

JOHN    ADAiMS    TO    GENERAL    GATES. 

Pliiladelphia,  March  23,  1776. 

Sir:  I  had  tlie  pleasure,  a  few  days  ago,  of  your  favour 
of  the  8th  instant,  for  which  I  esteem  myself  under  great 
obligations  to  you.  We  rejoice  here  at  the  prospect  there 
is  of  your  driving  the  enemy  from  Boston.  If  you  should 
succeed  in  this,  I  hope  effectual  measures  will  be  taken  to 
fortify  the  harbour,  that  the  Navy  may  never  enter  it  again. 
I  think  the  Narrows  may  be  so  obstnicted  that  large  ships 
may  riot  be  able  to  pass  ;  and  the  channel  between  Long- 
Island  and  the  Main  may  be  commanded,  by  batteries  on 
each  of  those  Islands,  in  such  a  manner  that  Boston  may  be 
safe  from  men-of-war.  I  hope  my  countr}'men  w  ill  hesitate 
at  no  expense  to  attain  this  end,  if,  in  order  to  accomplish 
it,  they  should  be  obliged  to  remove  the  rocky  mountains  of 
my  town  of  Braintrce  into  the  harbour. 

But  I  cannot  yet  clearly  satisfy  myself  that  they  will 
leave  Boston.  It  will  be  a  greater  disgrace  to  the  British 
arms  than  to  be  taken  prisoners  in  the  town  in  a  body.  If 
they  should  abandon  the  persons  and  property  of  their  dear 
friends,  the  Tories,  in  Boston,  w  ill  any  other  Tories,  in  any 
other  part  of  the  Continent,  ever  trust  to  their  protection  ? 
It  will  be  considered  as  such  impotence  or  such  infidelity, 
that  I  am  inclined  to  think  few  professors  of  Toryism  would 
ever  afterwards  be  found  anywhere. 

I  agree  with  you  that  in  politicks  the  middle  way  is  none 
at  all.  If  we  finally  fail  in  this  great  and  glorious  contest, 
it  will  be  by  bewildering  ourselves  by  groping  after  Uiis 
middle  way.  We  have  hitherto  conducted  half  a  war ;  acted 
upon  the  line  of  defence,  &,c.,  Stc.  But  you  will  see  by  to- 
morrow's paper  that,  for  the  future,  we  are  likely  to  wage 
three-quarters  of  a  war.  The  Continental  ships-of-war,  and 
Provincial  ships-of-war,  and  letters  of  marque  and  privateei-s, 
are  permitted  to  cruise  on  British  property,  wherever  found 
on  the  ocean.  This  is  not  Independency,  you  know ;  nothing 
like  it. 

If  a  post  or  two  more  should  bring  you  unlimited  lati- 
tude of  trade  to  all  nations,  and  a  polite  invitation  to  all 
nations  to  trade  with  you,  take  care  that  you  do  not  call  it 
or  think  it  Independency.  No  such  matter.  Independency 
is  a  hobgoblin  of  such  fi-ightful  mien  that  it  would  throw  a 
delicate  person  into  fits  to  look  it  in  the  face. 

I  know  not  whether  you  have  seen  the  act  of  Parliament 
called  the  Restraining  Act,  or  Proliibitory  Act,  or  Piratical 
Act,  or  Plundering  Act,  or  Act  of  Independency — for  by  all 
these  titles  is  it  called.  I  think  the  most  apposite  is  the  Act 
of  Independency ;  for  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  have 
united  in  sundering  this  country  from  that,  I  think,  forever. 
It  is  a  complete  dismembennent  of  the  British  Empire.  It 
throws  thirteen  Colonies  out  of  the  Royal  protection,  levels 
all  distinctions,  and  makes  us  independent  in  spite  of  our 
supplications  and  entreaties. 

It  may  be  fortunate  that  the  Act  of  Independency  should 
come  from  the  British  Parliament  rather  than  the  Ameri- 
can Congress ;  but  it  is  very  odd  that  Americans  should 
hesitate  at  accepting  such  a  gift  from  them.  However,  my 
dear  friend  Gates,  all  our  misfortunes  arise  from  a  single 
source — the  reluctance  of  the  Southern  Colonies  to  Repub- 
lican Government.  The  success  of  this  war  de)iends  on  a 
skilful  steerage  of  the  political  vessel.  The  difficulty  lies 
in  forming  particular  Constitutions  for  particular  Colonies, 
and  a  Continental  Constitution  for  the  whole.  Each  Colo- 
ny should  esUdilish  its  own  Government,  and  then  a  league 
should  be  formed  between  them  all.  This  can  be  done 
only  on  popular  principles  and  axioms,  which  are  so  abhor- 
rent to  the  bclinations  of  tlie  Barons  of  the  South,  and  the 
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Proprietary  interests  in  the  Middle  States,  as  well  as  that 
avarice  of  land  which  has  made  upon  this  Continent  so 
many  votaries  to  mammon,  that  I  sometimes  dread  the  con- 
sequences. However,  patience,  fortitude,  and  perseverance, 
with  the  help  of  time,  will  get  us  over  these  obstruc- 
tions. 

Thirteen  Colonies,  under  such  a  form  of  Government  as 
Connecticut,  or  one  not  quite  so  popular,  leagued  together 
in  a  faithful  confederacy,  might  bid  defiance  against  all  the 
Potentates  of  Europe,  if  united  against  them. 

Pray  continue  to  make  happy  with  your  favours.  Accept 

of  my  most  cordial  wiglies  for  your  safety,  happiness,  and 

honour.      Make  my  most  respectful  compliments  to  the 

General  and  the  ladies,  and  the  whole  family ;  and  believe 

me  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  most  affectionate  friend 

and  servant,  t  . 

'  John  Adams. 

To  General  Gates. 


PKESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    NEW-JERSEY    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  several  letters  have  been  duly  re- 
ceived, and  laid  before  Congress.  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint 
you  they  are  at  this  time  under  consideration,  and  that  as 
soon  as  any  determination  is  made  thereon,  you  may  expect 
to  have  it  communicated  to  you. 

The  necessity  of  the  thing  has  induced  the  Congress  to 
come  to  the  enclosed  resolution,  which  I  am  directed  to  re- 
quest you  will  carry  into  immediate  execution. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey. 

In  Congress,  March  20,  1 776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- Jersey 
be  desired  to  remove  the  Prisoners  from  Trenton  to  such 
place,  or  places,  in  that  Colony,  as  may  be  thought  conve- 
nient, at  a  proper  distance  from  the  Sea  and  the  Post-Roads, 
subject  to  the  Regulations  formerly  made  respecting  Pri- 
soners. 

Resolved,  That  all  Officers,  (Prisoners,)  who  shall  refuse 
to  subscribe  the  Parole  ordered  by  Congress,  be  committed 
to  Prison. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    CAPTAIN    WOLVERTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  21, 1776. 

Sir:  I  am  to  inform  you  that  the  Congress  have  agreed 
to  take  your  company  into  the  service  of  the  Continent ; 
and  as  soon  as  they  are  mustered,  and  properly  anned  and 
accoutred,  they  are  to  enter  into  pay  ;  which  being  effected, 
I  am  commanded  by  Congress  to  direct  that  you  proceed 
with  your  company,  with  all  expedition,  to  the  city  of  iVcw- 
York,  and  put  yourself  under  the  orders  of  the  officer  com- 
manding the  Continental  Troops  there. 

I  have  delivered  Colonel  Charles  Steioart  the  commissions 
for  your  officers  ;  and  yours  as  Captain,  I  delivered  to  you.  I 
have  also  paid  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  Stewart  sLx  hundred 
dollars,  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  your  company 
previous  to  their  march  ;  to  whom  you  will  please  to  apply. 

I  wish  you  success ;  and  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  ser- 

^^°  '  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Captain  Thomas  Wolverton,  of  a  Company  of  seventy- 
six  men,  in  Continental  service. 


JOSEPH    REED    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  23,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General  :  The  great  changes  which  have  taken 
place  with  you  will,  I  doubt,  scarcely  leave  you  time  to  read 
a  letter ;  but  as  it  conveys  a  piece  of  good  news,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  interrupt  you  for  a  few  moments.  I  dare  say  you 
have  heard  how  troublesome  and  dangerous  the  back  in- 
habitants of  North- Carolina  were  growing.  General  Gage 
sent  some  Scotch  officei-s  dicre  last  summer,  who,  pretend- 
ing a  disgust  to  the  Ministerial  service,  went  among  their 
countrymen  there,  and  fomented  a  spirit  of  disaffection  ;  and 
when  they  thought  matters  sufficiently  ripened,  they  headed 


a  large  body  of  men,  and  were  marching  down  to  meet  the 
Governour.  However,  they  were  met  by  Colonel  Caswell, 
and  totally  defeated,  about  thirty  being  left  divad  on  the  spot, 
a  great  number  of  prisonei-s  taken,  and  their  commander,  a 
Mr.  McDonald.  The  whole  party  is  said  to  be  so  crushe<l 
and  disapjjointed,  that  nothing  more  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  them. 

We  have  no  news  from  Virginia  since  I  wrote  you  last ; 
no  account  yet  of  our  fleet ;  and  as  no  member  of  Congress 
expresses  any  concern  on  the  subject,  we  begin  to  suspect 
they  are  gone  upon  some  distant  enterprise — some  conjec- 
ture to  lay  in  the  way  of  the  East-India  ships,  a  few  of 
whom  would  soon  reimburse  us  the  expense  of  die  war; 
however,  it  is  all  supposition.  It  has  happened,  as  I  expect- 
ed, that  many  who  were  impatient  to  have  Howe  driven 
from  Boston,  are  now  alarmed  with  the  apprehension  of  the 
seat  of  war  being  moved  to  the  Middle  Colonies. 

General  Lee  is  gone  off  to  Virginia,  and  we  hope  will 
be  there  in  time  to  meet  the  troops  expected  from  England. 
The  Congress  have  at  length  granted  letters  of  marque ;  but 
there  is  such  a  difficulty  in  procuring  ammunition,  that  1 
imagine  little  use  will  be  made  of  them ;  at  least  for  some 
tune.  The  Prussian  General  is  made  a  Brigadier,  and  or- 
dered to  Canada.  By  some  late  accounts  from  England, 
we  are  led  to  expect  that  the  scheme  of  sending  Conmiis- 
sioners  will  be  wholly  laid  aside.  If  it  should,  I  think  we 
shall  have  no  reason  to  regret  it,  as  it  does  not  seem  calcu- 
lateito  produce  any  real  benefit.  \ 

.^Smeu,  my  dear  sir.  That  health  and  honour  may  soon 
attend  you  is  the  sincere  wish  of,  my  dear  General,  your 
most  obedient  and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Reed. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


baron   DE    WOEDTKE    to    general    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  many  marks  of  estebm  and  distinction  with 
which  your  Excellency  honoured  me  when  I  was  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  the  kind  recommendation  you  favoured  me  with, 
requires  the  most  respectful  and  lively  gratitude. 

I  now  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
the  honourable  the  Congress  have  appointed  me  to  the  rank 
of  a  Brigadier-General,  and  that  my  destination  is  for  Car 
nada,  where  I  shall  repair  immediately ;  and  I  pray  your 
Excellency  to  continue  me  the  honour  of  your  protection. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servant,  tj  i«r„ 

'  Baron  de  Woedtke. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


NEW-JERSEY   COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY   TO    PRESIDENT  OF 
CONGRESS. 

[Read  March  25,  1776.] 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-Jersey,  March  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  day's  date,  covering  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
20th  instant.  The  Committee  took  the  resolution  into  con- 
sideration, and  have  resolved  to  remove  the  officers,  now  pri- 
soners in  this  town,  to  Mount-Holly,  eight  miles  from  Bur- 
lington, as  the  most  proper  place  on  all  accounts.  They  will 
there  have  the  opportunity  of  good  accommodation,  and  be 
at  a  distance  from  the  sea,  post,  and  stage-roads. 

I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that,  if  Congress  have  any 
particular  matter  for  this  Committee  to  carry  into  execution, 
they  request  it  may  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  sea- 
son is  fast  approaching  that  requires  the  members'  attention 
on  their  domestick  affairs. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

^^'■^'^"*'  Samuel  Tucker,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown,  March  23,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  enclose  you  copies  of  two  letters  I  received 
this  evening  fixim  General  Washington  and  Brigadier-General 
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Thompson,  and  of  another  I  wrote  in  consequence  thereof  to 
the  Coininitlee  of  Safety  of  tliis  Province,  which  conipre- 
liended  everytliing  1  can  say  on  tiie  suhject  of  them  at  pre- 
sent. Be  pleased  to  excuse  the  want  of  time,  or  better 
paper. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 

^*'  Stirling. 

To  tlie  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    NEW-JERSF.Y    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Elizabethlown,  March  23.  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  enclosed  letters 
from  General  Washington  and  Brigadier-General  Thompson. 
From  them  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  every  Province, 
contiguous  to  ^'ew-York,  exerting  themselves  in  sending 
troops  to  that  place  to  assist  in  fortifying  and  defending  it, 
:ind  also  in  defending  and  fortifying  such  parts  of  this  Pro- 
vince as  are  most  liable  and  likely  to  be  invaded.  With  an 
attention  to  the  latter  I  came  over  from  New- York  yester- 
day, in  order  to  view  the  grounds  on  the  heights  of  Bergen- 
Neck  and  the  Ktlh  Von  Cull,  and  Staten-hhnd .  I  was 
jjrevented  by  the  bad  weather  proceeding  so  far  in  this  as  I 
could  have  wished.  But,  on  the  whole,  I  think  that  the 
Militia  of  the  Counties  of  Bergen,  Essex,  and  Middlesex, 
sliould  be  immediately  employed  in  fortifying  Amboy,  EM- 
zahethtown- Point,  the  Kill,  and  Bergen-Neck,  with  gu- 
ilts-Hook. I  shall  communicate  my  plan  to  BrigMer- 
General  Livingston,  and  shall  return  to  New-York  to-mor- 
row morning,  and  will  be  over  here  again  in  a  day  or  two, 
and  bring  some  Assistant  Engineers  witii  me,  in  order  to  lay 
out  such  works  as  General  Thompson,  on  my  report,  ap- 
proves of.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  your  Committee  of 
Safety  will,  without  delay,  direct  the  Militia  before-men- 
tioned to  be  employed  in  the  way  above  suggested ;  and 
also  to  direct  the  Militia  of  the  interior  Counties  to  march 
either  to  the  succour  oi New-York  or  of  the  most  exposed 
parts  of  tliis  Province,  as  may  be  found  necessary.  There 
is  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  a  few  days  ago,  that 
such  Militia  of  this  Province  as  are  called  upon  for  the 
service  of  fortifying  and  defending  New-  York,  shall  receive 
pay  agreeable  to  the  establishment  of  the  Continental 
Troops  of  the  Middle  Department ;  and  as  these  works 
proposed  in  New-Jersey  are  with  a  view  to  the  same  point, 
I  make  not  the  least  doubt  but  the  troops  employed  in 
them  will  be  put  on  the  same  footing.  For  the  further 
satisfaction  of  your  Committee  of  Safety,  they  can  send  a 
copy  of  this  letter  to  Congress,  and  know  their  determina- 
tion of  this  matter.  But^for  God's  sake,  do  not,  at  this 
critical  moment,  suffer  any  delay  in  your  directions  for  the 
march  of  the  Militia  from  the  interior  Counties,  nor  for  the 
employment  of  the  others  in  the  works  of  defence  which 
may  be  found  necessary. 

I  am,  &c.,  Stirling. 

To  Samuel  Tucker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  the  Province  of  New- Jersey,  Trenton. 

(Copies  to  Mr.  Hancock  and  to  Brigadier-General  Li- 
vingston, with  the  letter  to  him,  to  desire  the  Militia  of  the 
interior  Counties  to  march  immediately.) 


LORD  STIRLING  TO  COLONEL  DAYTON. 

Elizabethlown,  March  23,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  it  in  command  from  Brigadier-General 
Thompson  to  desire  that  you  will  immediately  march  to 
New- York,  with  as  many  of  your  regiment  as  have  arms. 

I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  be  as  alert  in  obeying 
this  order  as  jwssibie.  And  as  you  have  this  evening  in- 
formed me  that  many  of  your  men  who  have  good  fire- 
locks have  yet  no  bayonets,  they  being  in  the  maker's 
hands,  I  think  you  had  best  order  such  to  march,  and  let 
care  be  taken  to  send  the  bayonets  to  them  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

I  am  your  most  luunble  servant,  Stirling, 

To  Colonel  Dayton. 

* 

LORD    STIRLING    TO    GENERAL    WILLIAM   LIVINGSTON. 

Elizabethlown,  March  24,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  now  enclose  you  copies  of  a  letter  from 
General  Washington,  of  the  19th,  one  from  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Thompson,  of  yesterday's  date,  and  another  from  me 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province.  From  these, 
you  will  see  the  necessity  of  putting  the  eastern  part  of  this 
Province,  as  well  as  New-York,  in  an  immediate  state  of 
defence ;  and  from  the  conversation  I  have  had  with  you  on 
the  subject,  you  know  my  sentiments  with  regard  to  fortify- 
ing the  several  places  mentioned  in  the  letter  to  the  Commit- 
tee. I  think  it  highly  necessary,  also,  to  possess  some  com- 
manding height  on  Staten-Island.  The  men  employed  in 
these  works  will  be  in  the  most  proper  places  to  guard  the 
Province,  and  I  should  think  the  Militia  of  the  Counties  of 
Bergen,  Essex,  and  Middlesex,  would  be  sufficient  if  only 
one-third  of  them  were  employed  weekly  on  the  business. 
The  Militia  of  the  interior  Counties  ought  to  be  sent  for- 
ward to  New-  York  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  you  may  be 
assured  that,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  spared  from  thence, 
they  will  be  sent  over  again  into  Neiv-Jersey,  or  to  Staten- 
Island,  for  the  purpose  before-mentioned ;  and  that,  in  case 
the  enemy  should  attempt  to  land  their  Army  in  New-Jer- 
sey, a  very  considerable  part  of  our  Army  at  New-York 
will  be  detached  to  oppose  diem.  I  shall  only  add,  that  as 
soon  as  you  inform  me  or  General  Thompson  when  the 
men  of  these  Counties  will  be  ready  to  go  to  work,  I  will 
attend,  with  the  Chief  Engineer,  to  mark  out  the  most 
necessary  grounds  to  be  fortified. 


GENERAl.    WILLIAM    THOMPSON    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

New-York,  March  23,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  opening  the  en 
closed  letter  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington  to 
your  Ijordship,  (of  the  19th  instant,)  knowing  it  was  of  a 
publick  nature.  You  will  see,  my  Ijord,  the  necessity  of 
sending  a  number  of  troops  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, as  it  is  very  probable  that  General  Howe  will  endea- 
vour to  poss&ss  himself  of  the  city.  I  must  therefore  re- 
quest you  will  write  to  the  sundry  Committees  to  order 
tiie  Militia,  with  all  convenient  speed,  as  well  to  this  place 
as  to  any  part  in  Jersey  you  may  judge  they  will  attempt 
to  land  at.  You  will  also  please  to  write  to  Colonel  Bay- 
ton  to  march  for  this  place  with  as  many  of  his  regiment  as 
have  arms. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

William  Thompson. 
To  Lord  Stirling. 


Stirling. 


To  Brigadier-General  Livingston. 


MESSAGE    FROM   THE  COUNCIL   OF   MASSACHUSETTS  TO   THE 
HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

The  Secretary  will  herewitli  lay  before  you  two  letters 
from  the  Committee  of  Newburyport,  one  dated  24th  Febru- 
ary last,  and  the  other  the  18th  instant,  wherein  yon  will  ob- 
serve that  the  order  of  Court  of  the  8th  of  February  last,  re- 
lative to  fixing  for  the  sea,  and  manning  with  fifty  men  each, 
the  Sloop  Machias  Liberty  and  the  Schooner  Diligent,  hath 
not  been  fully  executed  ;  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  said 
Committee  to  do  it ;  and  that  if  said  vessels  are  manned,  it 
must  be  from  the  eastern  part  of  this  Colony.  Considering 
the  danger  that  would  attend  the  suffering  said  vessels  to 
leave  the  harbour  in  which  they  now  are,  with  so  few  men 
as  are  inlisted  to  serve  on  board,  (which  are  a  number  little 
more  than  sufficient  to  sail  them  ;)  the  great  delay  it  would 
cause  to  attempt  recniiting  and  marching  men  the  distance 
of  two  hundred  miles  at  this  season  of  the  j'ear ;  that  the 
present  appearance  of  our  affairs  are  materially  different 
from  what  they  were  when  said  order  of  Court  was  made ; 
and  tiiat  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  one,  if  not 
both,  said  vessels  are  unfit,  in  their  construction,  for  the  ser- 
vice for  which  they  are  designed ;  the  Council  thought  it 
their  duty  to  lay  this  matter  before  you,  and  recommend  it 
to  your  immediate  consideration. 

Council  Chamber,  March  23,  1776. 

Newburyport,  February  24,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  Correspondence,  and  Inspec- 
tion, of  Newburyport,  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
last  evening  of  a  resolve  of  the  honourable  General  Court, 
passed  the  8th  of  this  present  montli,  appomting  them,  "  with 
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Captain  Jeremiah  Ohricn,  a  Committee  to  prepare,  and,  in 
all  respects,  ecjiiip  and  man,  with  fifty  men  each,  including 
officers,  the  Sloop  Machias  Liberty  and  Schooner  Diligent, 
now  lying  at  Newburyport,"  &ic.  The  Committee,  with 
pleasure,  will  undertake  and  perform  all  in  their  power,  and 
can  engage  to  purchase  the  necessary  articles  wanted,  ex- 
cept gunpowder.  Of  that  essential  article  they,  with  reluc- 
tance, say,  not  a  cask  can  be  procured  here  at  any  rate. 

The  pressing  demands  of  this  town  have  called  for  every 
exertion  in  tiieir  power  to  raise  moneys,  notwithstanding  the 
town  is  greatly  in  debt,  not  being  able  to  furnish  enough  to 
pay  the  necessary  current  services.  Therefore,  to  make  it 
possible  to  comply  with  the  aforesaid  resolve,  the  Cominit- 
tee  humbly  hope  the  honourable  Council  will  furnish  them, 
by  the  bearer,  (Captain  Michael  Hodge,  one  of  their  mem- 
bers,) with  as  much  money  as  the  present  occasion  calls 
for,  which,  by  a  irto<lerate  calculation,  for  two  months' 
cruise  only,  with  the  fixing  the  vessels,  will  amount  to  five 
hundred  pounds,  lawful  money,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of 
gunpowder,  (which  is  not  to  be  had  here,)  and  of  which 
Captain  Obrien  thinks  there  ought  to  be  five  hundred 
pounds  weight,  besides  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds 
now  on  board.  The  Committee  apprehend  that  the  fifty 
men  for  each  vessel,  or  any  considerable  number  of  them, 
cannot  be  found  in  this  town,  owing  to  a  large  number  being 
in  the  Continental  Army,  and  to  several  privateers  out  on 
cruises.  Captain  Obrien  says  he  can  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  eastward  harbour,  if  your  Honours  think  it 
proper  to  let  him  depart  hence  without  his  full  complement. 
As  Captain  Obrien  must  probably  collect  his  men  from 
thence,  and  his  present  officers,  whom  he  approves  of,  may 
be  most  agreeable  to  such  men,  the  Committee  hope  the 
honourable  Council  will  excuse  them  from  recommending 
said  officers,  for  this  reason  only,  that  they  are  entire  stran- 
gers to  them. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee  : 

Tristram  Dalton,  Chairirmn  pro  tempore. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  the  Colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay.   

Newburyport,  March  18,  1776. 

Immediately  after  the  date  of  the  before-mentioned  letter. 
Captain  Hodge,  who  was  the  bearer  of  it,  set  out  to  deliver 
it,  but  met  with  some  of  the  Council,  who  informed  him 
that  the  honourable  Board  were  adjourned ;  upon  which  he 
returned  home.  The  Committee,  after  some  delay,  pro- 
cured an  agent  to  supply  Captain  Obrien,  and  he  is  now 
nearly  fitted  for  sea.  They  would  still  beg  your  Honours' 
direction  whether  Captain  Obrien  should  depart  hence 
without  his  full  complement  of  men,  which  it  does  not  ap- 
pear probable  he  can  procure  in  this  place. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee : 

Jonathan  Jackson. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. 

Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  held  at   Hampton, 
March  24,  1776,  by  order  of  Major  James  Hendricks, 
Commandant,  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant 
Daniel  Trigg,  respecting  his  behaviour  on  the  22d  in- 
stant,when  the  enemy  set  on  fire  Captain  Earl's  Sloop. 
Members   present:    Captain    West,   President;  Captain 
Towles,  Lieutenant  J.  Peyton,  Lieutenant  Tyler,  Lieute- 
nant Arrill,  Lieutenant  V.  Peyton,  Lieutenant  Tntt,  Lieu- 
tenant Gummins,  Lieutenant  Cooper,  Ensign  Tibbs,  Ensign 
Linn,  Ensign  Holliday. 

The  Court  having  examined  a  number  of  creditable  wit- 
nesses, on  oath,  who  were  present  during  the  whole  time 
the  enemy  were  engaged  in  destroying  the  above  sloop, 
and  having  an  opportunity  of  observing  Lieutenant  Trigg^s 
conduct  throughout  the  whole  of  that  affair,  are  of  opinion 
that  Mr.  Trigg  behaved  with  spirit,  coolness,  and  as  a  good 
officer  ought.  Charles  AVest,  President. 

True  copy:  James  Hendricks. 

COLONEL  BEALL  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Bladensburgh,  March  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  received  yours  of  the  19th  instant,  with 
the  commissions  for  the  Majors  and  other  officers  in  the 


Twenty-Fifth  Battalion,  requesting  nie  to  recommend  proper 
persons  as  a  Second  Lieutenant  and  Ensign  in  Captain 
JVarring^s  Company,  and  an  Ensign  in  Captain  Richard- 
son's Company. 

As  to  the  first,  Mr.  Baruch  Duckett  was  commission- 
ed by  the  Convention,  and  has  acted  as  Ensign  in  that 
company.  I  am,  therefore,  at  a  loss  about  recommending  a 
second  jierson,  till  I  know  v\  hether  you  intend  to  remove,  or 
leave  him  out  of  that  company. 

Mr.  Joseph  Carlton,  who  has  acted  as  First  Sergeant  to 
that  company  ever  since  it  was  formed,  and  is  very  capable 
of  acting  in  either  of  those  offices,  would  be  veiy  agreeable 
both  to  the  officers  and  men  of  that  company.  I  am  not  yet 
well  enough  acquainted  with  Captain  Richardson's  Com- 
pany to  fix  on  iiny  particular  person  in  that ;  but  will,  in  a 
few  days,  inform  myself,  and  send  up  his  name. 

Enclosed  you  have  some  accounts  for  wood  and  candles 
furnished  the  guard  at  this  place,  as  also  for  the  hire  of 
an  express  to  Annapolis  to  acquaint  you  with  the  airival 
of  the  powder.  I  have  received  your  order  for  the  de- 
livery of  ten  barrels  to  the  gentlemen  in  Virginia,  which 
will  be  delivered  this  day  ;  and  I  sincerely  wish  there  may 
be  a  speedy  distribution  of  the  remainder. 

The  Militia  in  this  neighbourhood  have  attended  on  guard 
pretty  well,  as  yet ;  but  I  find  they  begin  to  grumble  much 
since  the  delivery  of  twenty-two  barrels  to  the  wagons  for 
Annapolis.  I  have  got  it  all  in  one  house,  and  keep  only 
a  sergeant  and  twelve  men  as  a  guard  over  it,  in  order  to 
make  the  duty  easier  to  the  people  and'cheaper  to  the  Pro- 
vuice. 

At  the  time  of  calling  my  Battalion  together,  by  your 
order,  I  furnished  one  company  with  powder,  lead,  and 
flints,  (in  proportion  to  the  arms  they  had  fit  for  service,)  out 
of  the  ammunition  purchased  at  Bladensburgh  ;  and  have 
given  orders  to  the  Captains  of  the  distant  companies  to 
receive  thirty  pounds  of  powder,  lead  and  flints  in  propor- 
tion, that  they  may  have  it  ready,  on  any  sudden  alarm,  to 
furnish  such  of  tlieir  men  as  may  have  arms  fit  for  use. 
As  no  one,  but  those  who  have  experienced  it,  can  tell  the 
time  it  takes  to  furnish  a  company,  on  any  sudden  emer- 
gency, I  think  (if  we  have  a  sufficient  stock  of  ammu- 
nition) it  would  be  highly  necessary,  in  our  present  situation, 
to  furnish  every  Captain  of  a  Militia  Company  in  the  Pro- 
vince in  the  same  manner.  However,  I  shall  submit  this  to 
your  determination,  and  give  no  further  orders  without  your 
approbation  therein. 

Pray  send  me  the  money  for  the  enclosed  accounts,  and 
likewise  some  money  for  the  further  support  of  the  guard, 
or  let  me  know  in  what  manner  those  expenses  are  to  be 
paid  ;  otherwise,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  keep  up 
a  guard  much  longer. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser\'ant, 

Joshua  Beall. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


mahyland  council  or  safety  to  charles  county 

COMMITTEE. 

rNo.  79.]  Annapolis,  March  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  Mr. 
Mackall,  one  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Cahert 
County,  advising  us  that  they  had  not  been  supplied  with 
powder  and  lead  from  your  County,  agreeable  to  an  order 
of  the  Council,  which  was  made  and  transmitted  to  you  the 
23d  of  January.  Delay,  upon  such  occasions,  may  be 
attended  with  dangerous  consequences ;  and  it  will  be  im- 
possible for  us  to  direct  the  military  operations  with  any 
probability  of  success,  unless  our  requisitions  are  complied 
with.  Calvert  is  greatly  exposed,  and  ought  not  to  be 
without  a  proper  supply  of  ammunition.  You  may  be  as- 
sured it  is  our  wish  to  provide  equally  for  the  defence  of 
every  part  of  the  Province,  and  that  we  will  not  reduce 
your  stock  below  your  proportion.  It  appears,  by  a  report 
of  the  Committees  appointed  by  the  last  Convention  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the  arms  and  ammunition,  that  there 
were  twelve  hundred  and  five  and  a  half  jiounds  of  powder 
in  your  County  ;  and  since  then  there  have  been  but  two 
hundred  and  fifty  sent  to  St.  Mary's;  so  that  you  have  now 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  and  a  half  pounds  remaining. 
We  desire  you  will,  therefore,  immediately  despatch  tlie  bar- 
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rel  of  powder  and  lead  ordered  to  Calvert.  When  a  further 
distribution  is  made,  we  will  supply  you  with  your  full 
share. 

We  are,  &c. 
To  tlie  Committee  of  Observation  for  Charles  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETV     TO    FREDERICK     COUNTY 

COMMITTEE. 
[No.  80.]  Annapolia,  March  24,  1776. 

Sir:  We  received  your  letter  of  tlie  11th  instant,  ad- 
vising us  what  price  sulphur  bears  in  your  County.  We 
do  no  think  ourselves  authorized  to  exceed  the  price  ascer- 
tained by  the  last  Convention,  which  was  six  pence  per 
pound  ;  and,  therefore,  have  to  inform  you  we  cannot  advise 
the  purchase  of  it  at  eight  pence  per  pound. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  John  Hanson,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 

Middle  District  of  Frederick  County. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  DOCTORS  HOWARD  AND 
COALE. 

[No.  81  ]  Annapolis,  March  24,  1776. 

Gentleman:  We  hope  to  have  a  powder-mill  erected 
early  this  spring ;  and  as  we  must  depend  on  our  works  for 
a  supply  of  saltpetre,  are  anxious  to  know  how  much  we 
have  already  in  the  Province,  and  what  it  may  reasonably 
be  presumed  we  may  expect  to  be  provided  with  by  the 
middle  or  last  of  April;  and,  therefore,  request  you  will 
immediately  inform  us  of  the  quantity  of  crude  nitre  you 
have  made,  and  what  you  can  supply  per  week.  We  have 
great  dependance  on  your  works,  from  your  abilities  and 
assiduity,  and  the  sums  of  money  furnished  you  by  the 
former  Council  of  Safety  to  carrj'  it  on  extensively. 
We  are,  he. 

To  Doctors  Ephraim  Howard  and  Samuel  CoaU,  Elkridge, 


Companies  up  from  Virginia,  as  they  will  soon  return  from 
their  station.  We  are  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  assist- 
ance you  have  given  Captain  Veazey,  in  accommodating 
his  company,  and  wish  you  to  continue  your  good  oflices  to 
him.  We  expected  our  Commissary  would  have  furnished 
Captain  Veazey' s  Company  with  their  rations  of  pl•o^^sions 
before  the  date  of  your  letter.  Since  tlien  he  has  assured 
us  he  would  immediately  send  a  sufficient  quantity  of  pro- 
visions to  Chester  for  the  company. 

As  soon  as  the  arms  and  jiowder  which  we  have  ordered 
by  Mr.  Houston  from  Philadelphia,  to  your  care,  anive  at 
Chester,  we  request  you  would  send  immediately  to  us  an 
account  of  the  number  of  arms,  that  we  may  order  a  proper 
distribution  to  be  made  among  the  troops  stationed  on  the 
Eastern-Shore. 

Enclosed  we  transmit  you  our  order,  requesting  you  to 
send  the  powder  therein  mentioned  to  (^ueen  Anne,  Tal- 
bot, and  Dorchester  Counties ;  and  also  an  order  on  tlie 
Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  for  the  payment  of  the  car- 
riage of  the  arms  and  powder  from  Phihdelphia  to  Chester, 
as  well  as  for  the  expense  of  sending  the  powder  ordered  to 
Queen  Anne,  Talbot,  and  Dorchester,  and  what  amis  we 
may  also  order  to  those  Counties ;  though  we  desire  you 
would  not  send  the  powder  until  we  have  given  directions 
how  the  arms  are  to  be  distributed,  tliat  they  may  also  be 
sent  by  the  same  conveyance. 

We  are,  he. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent  County. 


A  Return  of  the  Batteries  in  and  near  the  City  of  Nevvt- 
YoRK,  their  Cannon,  with  their  weight  of  metal,  and 
number  of  Men  requisite  to  man  them,  as  made  to  General 
Thompson,  March  24, 1776. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  COMMITTEES    OF   OBSER- 
VATION. 

[Xo.  82.]  Annapolis,  March  24,  177C. 

Gentlemen  :  The  great  difficulty  we  find  in  providing 
blankets  for  the  regular  forces  raised  for  the  defence  of  this 
Province,  obliges  us  to  apply  to  the  Committees  of  Obser- 
vation for  the  several  Counties,  earnestly  requesting  that 
lliey  would  use  their  endeavours  to  procure  from  the  house- 
keepers in  tlieir  respective  Counties  all  the  blankets  or 
mgs  that  they  can,  with  any  convenience,  spare  ;  for  which 
the  Council  will  pay  such  price  as  the  Committees  shall 
agree,  as  well  as  any  expense  that  may  arise  in  collect- 
ing them  together ;  and  when  you  have  procured  any  quan- 
tity, you  will  send  them  to  Annapolis,  to  Colonel  Small- 
wood,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  the  conmianding  officer  on  the 
station,  who  will  receive  the  same,  and  give  orders  on  the 
Council  for  the  payment  thereof.  We  hope  that  the  friends 
to  our  cause  in  your  County  will  contribute  everything  in 
their  power  to  the  comfortable  subsistence  of  the  soldiery  in 
tliis  respect.  It  will  be  an  act  of  great  humanity,  and  ren- 
der an  essential  service  to  the  publick. 

We  are,  Stc. 
To  the  Committees  of  Observation  of  the  several  Counties, 

respectively. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    KENT    COtmTY   COM- 
MITTEE. 
[No.  83.]  Annapolis,  March  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  13th 
instant,  per  Mr.  Houston,  we  took  the  subject-matter  there- 
of into  our  consideration,  and  resolved  to  send  Houston  to 
Philadelphia,  with  orders  for  all  the  powder  and  arms  im- 
jiorted  in  the  Wild-Duck,  Captain  Tibbet,  to  be  sent  to 
Chester,  to  your  care,  for  the  use  of  the  Eastern-Shore. 

We  are  much  pleased  with  the  commendable  spirit  which 
tlie  Militia  of  your  County  manifested  on  the  late  alarm ; 
but  are  concerned  to  hear  they  are  so  ill  provided  with 
arms. 

The  Council  think  it  unnecessaiy  to  order  tlie  Minute 


Weisrht  of  Metal. 


Nambs  of  the  Batteries. 


Srenadier's  Ballery,  (a)... 

Jersey's  Battery, (A) 

McDougali'*  Batiery,  (c). . 

Broadway  Barrier,  (d) 

Coentie's  Battery, (e) 

Siiiling's  Battery, (^) 

Walerburv's  Battery,  {g). . 

Badlam's  Battery,  (A) 

Thompson's  Battery,  (i)... 
Independent  Battery,  (i). . 
Field-pieces 


30     7   10  26    73 


cu 


Officers  and  Men 
wanting  to  man 
the  pieces. 


20 
20 
20 
10 
20 
30 
20 
30 
30 
20 
120 


34  68  340  442 


26 
26 
26 
13 
26 
3!l 
26 
39 
39 
26 
156 


New-Vork,  March  2-1, 1776. 

References. 
(a)  Near  the  Air-Furnace,  on  the  bank  of  the  North-River. 
(4)  A  little  to  the  northward  of  the  first, 
(c)  To  the  wesiward  of  Trinity-Church,  and  very  near  it. 
\d)  Very  near  ihe  Jinwling-Green,  or  the  King's  Statue. 
(e)  On  Ten  Kyck's  Wharf. 

U)  On  Long- island,  and  nearly  opposite  the  Fly-Market.  * 
Xg)  At  the  Ship-Yards. 

(A)  On  Rutgers's  first  Hill,  just  above  the  last-mentioned. 
(i)  At  Home's  Hook, 
(k)  On  Bayard's  Mount. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  there  is  a  breastwork  or  barrier  at 
Peck's,  Beckman's,  Burling's,  and  Fly  Slips,  as  also  at  the 
Cojfee-Housc,  OldSlip,Coentie' s  Market,  and  the  Exchange, 
and  one  about  midway  oi  Broad  Street,  of  this  construction, 

J ;  and  the  same  are  made  in  several  of  the  streets 

leading  from  the  JSorth-River  to  the  Broadway.  There  is 
also  a  line  of  circumvallation  to  be  drawn  from  river  to 
river,  taking  in  the  Independent  Battery,  on  Bayard's  Hill, 
or  Jones's,  where  there  is  also  a  fortification  to  be  erected, 
called  Washington,  to  which  may  be  added  a  redoubt  round 
the  Hospital ;  as  also  a  work  to  be  erected  on  the  Common, 
near  the  Liberty-Pole. 

*  In  Ihe  rear  or  this  there  ia  to  be  a  clitdel,  nhicli  will  take  np  abonl  fire  acreo,  and 
calleil  Tht  Congrus. 
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EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER   FROM    AN    OFFICER    IN    THE    CON- 
TINENTAL   ARMY,     DATED     TROIS     RIVIERES,    MARCH    24, 

1776. 

My  business  at  this  post  is  to  furnish  horses,  carriages, 
&.C.,  for  the  passing  army,  and  see  them  supplied  with  pro- 
visions ;  which  business  takes  up  ahnost  my  whole  time.  I 
have  it  also  in  my  orders  to  call  in  the  old  commissions  given 
to  the  officers  of  Militia  in  the  seventeen  Parishes  in  the 
District  of  Three  Rivers,  by  the  late  Govemour  Carleton, 
and  to  have  new  officei-s  elected.  Some  of  them  seem  shy 
of  receiving  the  post,  being  afraid  either  that  the  Ministerial 
Troops  will  drive  us  out  of  the  Province,  or  that  we,  after 
carrying  our  point  with  Great  Britain,  will  leave  them  to 
fall  a  sacrifice ;  but,  in  general,  they  seem  to  be  fond  of 
holding  commissions  under  the  Congress.  In  some  Parishes 
there  have  been  three  or  four  candidates  for  the  Captaincy ; 
and  I  receive  information  that  bribery  and  corruption  is 
already  beginning  to  creep  into  their  elections.  At  some, 
the  disputes  run  so  high  that  I  am  obliged  to  interfere.  At 
one,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  going  twenty-seven  miles 
to  superintend  the  poll,  and  was  obliged  to  give  them  a  new 
election  ;  with  which  they  were  satisfied.  I  have  sent  up 
about  thirty  names  to  the  General,  in  order  to  get  commis- 
sions under  the  right  honourable  the  Continental  Congress, 
which  have  been  new  elected,  and  expect  soon  to  send 
more.  I  have  been  extremely  sorry  that  our  forces  do  not 
come  forward  faster.  Of  late,  some  have  come  up ;  but, 
upon  the  whole,  I  must  say  I  think  this  department  has 
been  neglected. 

I  have  troubled  you  with  an  account  of  all  the  fresh  forces 
which  have  passed  this  post,  exclusive  of  those  who  were 
at  Montreal,  who  have  been  nearer  the  scene  of  action. — 
Officers  are  included  in  the  account. 

January  31. — Captain  Seaban,  from  the  Bay  Government, 
(the  first  hero  that  came  to  our  assistance,)  twenty -five  ;  Cap- 
tain Smith,  with  nineteen. 

February  9. — Lieutenants  Mwnson  and  Pettibone,  with 
part  of  two  companies,  twenty-five.  21. — Lieutenant  Walk- 
er, seventeen  ;  Captain  Wetherly,  thirty-three.  22. — Lieu- 
tenant Meacham,  twelve.  24. — Captain  Hinman,  twenty- 
three  ;  Captain  Pierce,  twenty-five ;  Uzziah  Wright,  a  gen- 
tleman volunteer,  eight.  26. — Lieutenant  Sunderland,  thir- 
ty-two ;  Sergeant  Clark,  twenty. 

March  1. — Lieutenant  Loomis,  fifty  eight;  Lieutenant 
Talbot,  with  the  first  Pennsylvania  Company,  sixty  ;  Lieute- 
nant Deane,  from  the  Bay  Government,  forty.  4. — Sergeant 
St.  John,  fifteen ;  Serg'nt  Gideon  Brenson,  seven.  5. — Cap- 
tain Goodridge,  thirty-five  ;  Lieutenant  Frisby,  thirty-one  ; 
Lieut.  Walbridge,  forty-nine.  6. — Captain  Gideon  Doud, 
forty-eight ;  Captain  Wright,  sixty-three.  .  10. — Lieutenant 
Hughes,  from  Philadelphia,  sixty  ;  Lieutenant  Grant,  from 
New-England,  thirty;  Major  Safford,  of  Colonel  Warner's 
Regiment,  sixty ;  Capt.  Grosvenor,  forty-two.  12. — Cap- 
tain Jenkins,  (rom  Philadelphia,  (his  company  chiefly  pass- 
ed by  before,)  eight ;  Captain  Cooley,  from  New-England, 
forty.  16. — Lieutenant  Yard,  (the  first  of  the  Jersey  forces, 
with  an  escort  with  provisions,)  thirty-four.  17. — Major 
/lay,  of  the  Jersey  Battalion,  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 
20. — Captain  Carlisle,  twenty-nine ;  Lieutenant  Grant,  four- 
teen. 22. — Lieutenant  Stone,  thirty-four;  Captain  Wait, 
forty-seven ;  Lieutenant  Stainer,  eighty-one.  Gone  from 
Montreal  garrison,  three  hundred  ;  remained,  after  the  de- 
feat, six  hundred ;  by  recruiting  among  the  Canadians,  five 
hundred.  Total,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty- 
two. 

General  Wooster's  baggage  passed  through  here  yester- 
day, and  I  expect  to  receive  his  Excellency  at  this  garrison 
to-morrow.  Passed  by  this  post,  also.  Colonels  Warner, 
Williains,  Irvine,  Maxwell,  Wait,  and  Major  Morris. 


manner  that,  even  if  General  Howe  should  arrive  before  this 
Aniiy,  you  will  be  able  to  prevent  his  taking  post. 

The  fleet  are  now  lying  in  Nantasket-Road.  The  wind 
has  been  these  two  days  fair  for  them  to  sail,  but  they  seem 
fixed.  I  really  know  not  what  they  aim  at.  I  have  made 
such  preparation  for  them,  that  1  think  it  will  be  very  diffi- 
cult for  them  to  regain  the  post  at  Boston,  if  they  are  so  m- 
clined.  While  they  remain  in  sight,  I  must  stay  here  to 
watch  their  motions  with  the  Army  under  my  command. 
When  they  move  from  hence,  if  nothing  unforeseen  hap- 
pens, I  shall  make  the  best  of  my  way  to  New-  York,  where 
I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in  taking  your  Lordship  by  the 
hand.  You  omitted  sending  the  paper  you  refer  to  in  your 
last :  it  will  be  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  receive  it  m  your 
next. 

If  this  should  reach  you  ere  the  departure  of  the  powder 
from  your  place,  you  will  do  well  to  keep  it  with  you. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &£.c. 


To  Lord  Stirling. 


Geokge  Washington. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO   JOSIAH   QUlNCr. 

Cambridge,  March  24,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant. 
It  came  to  hand  this  afternoon,  and  I  thank  you  for  the 
many  kind  and  flattering  expressions  it  contains.  To  ob- 
tain the  applause  of  deserving  men  is  a  heartfelt  satisfac- 
tion— to  merit  it  is  my  highest  wish.  If  my  conduct,  there- 
fore, as  an  instrument  in  the  late  signal  interposition  of  Pro- 
vidence, hath  merited  the  approbation  of  this  great  country, 
I  shall  esteem  it  one  of  the  most  fortunate  and  happy  events 
of  my  life.  I  acknowledge  myself  your  debtor  for  the  share 
you  have  bestowed  on  me  of  it.  The  continuance  of  the 
fleet  in  Nantasket-Road  affords  matter  for  speculation ;  it 
surpasses  my  comprehension,  and  awakens  all  my  suspicions. 
I  have  taken  every  step  in  my  power  to  guard  against  sur- 
prises ;  but  the  temper  of  your  people  seems  to  me  to  be  ap- 
prehensive of  no  danger  till  it  stares  them  in  the  face.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  cause  to  apprehend  such  marauding  par- 
ties as  you  dread  ;  if  any  stroke  is  aimed,  it  will  be  a  capi- 
tal one ;  for  which  reason  I  wish  to  be  much  upon  my 
guard,  and,  therefore,  have  appointed  guard-boats,  look-outs, 
&c.  There  is  one  evil  I  dread,  and  that  is,  their  spies.  I 
could  wish,  therefore,  that  the  most  attentive  watch  was 
kept  to  prevent  any  intercourse  with  the  ships  and  the  main 
land  for  this  purpose  ;  and  to  prevent  suspected  persons  (for 
I  have  no  doubt  but  that  trusty  soldiers,  sergeants,  and  even 
commissioned  officers  in  disguise,  will  be  sent  out)  from  tra- 
velling about.  I  wish  a  dozen  or  more  of  honest,  sensible, 
and  diligent  men,  were  employed  to  haunt  the  communica- 
tion between  Roxbury  and  the  different  landing-places  near- 
est the  shipping,  in  order  to  question,  cross-question,  &tc.,  all 
such  persons  as  are  unknown,  and  cannot  give  an  account 
of  themselves  in  a  straight  and  satisfactory  line.  If  you 
could  hire  men  for  this  purpose,  whilst  the  shipping  continue 
where  they  now  are,  I  would  pay  the  wages  you  agree 
upon,  and  thank  you  for  the  trouble,  as  I  think  it  a  matter 
of  some  importance  to  prevent  them  from  obtaining  intelli- 
gence of  our  situation.  The  earliest  information  should  also 
be  communicated  of  any  movements  which  may  be  dis- 
covered, and  whether  any  of  the  shipping  are  getting  out 
as  it  were  by  stealth. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  of  your  indisposition,  and 
heartily  wish  you  a  perfect  restoration  to  health.  I  should 
be  very  happy  to  take  you  by  the  hand  before  I  bid  adieu 
to  the  Colony  ;  but  as  my  motions  are  regulated  by  those 
of  the  enemy,  I  cannot  say  when  or  where  it  can  happen. 

In  sincerity  and  truth,  I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient  and  obliged  servant,  ^^^^^^  Washington. 

To  Josiah  Quincy,  Braintree. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Cambridge,  March  24,  1776. 

My  Lord:  Since  my  last  to  you  of  the  19th  instant,  I 
had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  favour  of  the  15th.  It 
gives  me  vast  satisfaction  to  find  you  are  making  such  prepa- 
rations as  will  prevent  the  enemy  from  making  any  lodgment 
there.  The  reinforcement  gone  to  you  from  this  camj)  will 
put  you  on  so  respectable  a  footing,  that  I  have  no  doubt 
but  you  will  be  able  to  strengthen  your  works  in  such  a 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  v.  31 


GENERAL    SULLIVAN   TO    THE     NEW-HAMPSHIRE    ASSEMBLY. 

Winter-Hill,  March  24,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  I  have  an  account  presented 
me  by  Captain  Tilton,  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  Gene- 
ral Folsom,  for  payment  of  seventeen  pounds  twelve  shil- 
lings and  six  pence.  It  consists  of  six  articles  :  One  bill  is 
nine  pounds  ten  shillings,  for  boarding  Artilleryiijen  sent 
from  the  Anny  to  your  assistance,  and  remained  there  three 
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weeks  without  wages,  and  were  carried  there  and  brought 
back  at  my  expense.  The  next  is  two  pounds  ten  sliillings 
and  eleven  pence,  for  Major  Cilky's  expenses  ;  lie  was  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety  appointed  and  detained  as  Muster- 
master  for  your  troops,  and  I  supposed  you  would  make  no 
difficulty  ill  paying  his  expense.  The  next  is  one  pound 
eleven  shillings  and  one  penny,  for  expense  of  Mr.  Nathaniel 
McClintock,  appointed  my  Aid-de-Camp  while  present,  and 
remained  as  a  volunteer  with  your  forces,  at  the  request  of 
your  commanding  officer,  when  I  was  absent,  and  was  very 
useful  to  him  ;  and  his  bill,  if  paid,  would  not  amount  to  the 
wages  of  a  private  soldier  for  the  time  he  tarried.  The 
next  bill  is  for  seventeen  shillings  and  nine  pence,  expense 
of  the  Captain  of  the  Riflemen  sent  there  without  my  know- 
ledge or  consent,  with  a  company  to  assist  you  if  necessa- 
ry. To  crown  the  whole,  is  a  bill  of  lour  shillings  and  six 
pence,  expended  in  securing  the  Tories  in  your  capital  when 
the  enemy  appeared  off  your  harbour,  when  I  was  at  Head- 
Quarters,  and  knew  nothing  of  the  matter.  This,  gentle- 
men, is  a  state  of  the  account  handed  me  for  payment,  and 
which  I  am  ready  to  pay,  in  case  you  think  a  single  article 
ought  to  be  paid  by  me. 

Gendemen,  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find  a  person  pre- 
tending so  much  patriotism  as  Mr.  Fohom  does,  ever  stri- 
ving to  give  me  pain  and  uneasiness,  and  this  without  the 
least  provocation  on  my  part.  Every  day  do  I  hear  of  his  in- 
sulting and  abusive  language,  such  as  he  well  knows  he  dare 
not  use  if  I  were  present.  Every  step  he  takes  is  pregnant 
with  malice  against  me  ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  his  malicious 
endeavours  have  but  too  great  weight  on  some  other  minds ; 
and  by  means  of  that  I  am  daily  censured  in  your  cabinet ; 
and  for  what,  I  know  not.  I  now  appeal  to  you  all,  and 
call  upon  you  to  give  one  instance  where  I  have  made  mo- 
ney at  the  expense  of  my  country,  or  where  I  have  usurped 
a  greater  power  than  was  at  first  delegated  to  me.  What 
relations  have  I  promoted,  or  what  part  of  my  family  have 
I  enriched  ?  Which  of  my  former  friends  have  I  promoted, 
or  which  of  my  former  enemies  have  I  persecuted  with  un- 
relenting fury  ?  No,  gentlemen,  my  motives  are  of  a  differ- 
ent kind ;  no  private  friendship  or  private  quarrels  shall  take 
hold  of  my  publick  conduct.  I  call  Heaven  and  earth  to 
witness,  that  thus  far,  the  good  of  my  country  has  been  my 
only  aim.  This  I  have  endeavoured  to  evince  by  my  con- 
duct. 

Consider,  gendemen,  what  sums  of  money  I  have  alrea- 
dy expended,  and  how  many  days  1  have  hailed  clad  with 
new  and  threatening  dangers  to  my  life ;  how  I  have  refrain- 
ed from  the  seat  of  domestick  happiness,  and,  confined  by 
my  country's  cause  at  a  distance,  heard  the  fatal  tidings  of 
sickness  and  death  in  ray  own  family,  while  I  was  contem- 
plating my  own  dangers  here.  Can  all  this  be,  gentle- 
men, and  yet  I  not  be  in  earnest  ?  And  shall  he  who  basks 
in  the  sunshine  of  malice,  and  sleeps  securely  in  the  bed  of 
revenge,  set  my  own  friends,  my  fathers  in  political  life, 
against  me  ?  Let  gratitude,  let  pity,  forbid  it ;  and  let  the 
heavenly  justice  take  hold  on  the  wretch  whose  sordid  soul 
could  never  harbour  a  thought  but  that  of  gratifying  his  own 
malicious  dispositions,  or  bringing  about  his  own  promotion. 
I  most  earnestly  pray  that  Heaven  may  judge  between  us, 
and  reward  him  that  is  insincere  with  infamy  and  disgrace. 
I  know,  gentlemen,  that  some  of  you  thought  it  a  great 
stretch  of  power  in  me  to  select  officers  for  a  new  regiment 
out  of  those  you  sent  before.  Let  the  enclosed  paper  wit- 
ness the  justice  of  the  choice,  and  the  confidence  General 
Washington  has  placed  in  the  Field-Officers  of  that  regi- 
ment, by  trusting  them  with  the  most  important  posts,  (never 
before  entrusted  to  MiliUa  Regiments,)  witness  in  favour  of 
my  judgment.  Sure  I  am  that  those  persons  have  not  in 
private  life  been  my  intimate  friends — ^nay,  some  of  them 
my  most  inveterate  foes  ;  but  I  wish  we  could  leave  our 
private  resentments  in  our  closets  when  we  are  acting  in 
publick  capacities,  and  consider  only  the  means  of  promo- 
ting our  country's  good. 

Surely,  by  my  having  the  choice  of  thirty-one  sets  of  offi- 
cers, who  had  been  under  my  immediate  inspection,  I  could 
have  a  much  better  opportunity  of  selecting  eight  good  ones, 
than  you  who  were  not  here,  and  could  not  know  how  they 
behaved.  I  made  the  choice,  and  the  officers  have  done 
honour  to  themselves  and  the  Province,  and  differ  exceed- 
ingly (jrom  some  of  the  Captains  sent  here  before,  who  could 
jodther  sign  a  return  nor  give  a  receipt  for  the  money  they 


received  at  Head-Quarters,  but  by  making  their  marks. 
Now,  let  me  ask  what  power  1  have  gained  to  myself  by 
this  procedure,  or  what  could  I  have  in  view  but  the  credit 
of  the  Province  and  die  good  of  the  service.  Have  I  add- 
ed to  my  own  interest,  or  gratified  myself  by  assuming  a 
power  and  laying  a  foundation  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  my 
countrymen  ?  1  well  know  that  Mr.  Folsom,  and  some 
others,  have  censured  my  conduct  at  Fortsmouth,  for  no 
other  reason  but  because  they  were  not  at  the  head  of  affairs 
themselves.  1  well  know  that  the  fatigues  I  went  through, 
and  the  large  sum  1  expended,  were  notmatters  of  sufficient 
inducements  in  themselves  to  draw  me  into  the  measures  of 
which  these  malicious  persons  complain.  I  must  observe 
that,  when  they  feel  motives  similar  to  those  which  actuated 
me  at  the  time,  malice  will  cease  to  reign  in  their  bosoms, 
and  envy  learn  to  be  silent. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear,  gentlemen,  that  some  gentlemen  have 
moved  in  your  House  for  my  being  reimbursed  the  expense 
I  was  at  in  coming  to  assist  your  capital.  I  find  myself 
obliged  thus  publickly  to  assure  you  that  this  was  done  with- 
out my  knowledge  and  consent,  and  to  assert  that  I  never 
hinted  to  any  person  that  I  expected  a  thing  of  the  sort.  I 
sensibly  feel  my  obligation  to  those  gentlemen  who,  actua- 
ted by  motives  of  justice  and  humanity,  made  the  motion 
widiout  my  knowledge  or  consent ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
must  beg  leave  to  assure  them  that  the  loss  of  interest  and 
the  fatigues  of  war  are  what  I  expect  nothing  in  return  for, 
except  seeing  my  country  freed  from  slavery,  and  those 
worthy  gentlemen  and  their  posterity  enjoying  the  sweets  of 
peace  and  freedom. 

Gentlemen,  I  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  this  letter,  and 
that  you  will  excuse  any  expression  that  may  proceed  from 
a  mind  conscious  of  having  been  basely  injured  ;  and  believe 
me  to  be,  gendemen,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient 


servant, 


John  Sullivan. 


JOH 

To  the  Honourable  the  General  Assembly. 

P.  S.  I  must  again  entreat  you  to  forward  the  commis- 
sions for  this  regiment.  J.  S. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  LONDON, 
DATED  ON  BOARD  HIS  MAJESTY's  SHIP  CHATHAM,  MARCH 

24,  1776. 

The  retreat  of  the  Troops  from  this  garrison  [Boston]  can- 
not fail  to  be  differently  represented  in  England ;  for  which 
reason  I  have  found  time  from  our  great  hurry  to  give  you 
some  account  of  it.  In  the  first  place,  the  General's  not  re- 
ceiving any  letters  or  despatches  from  Government  since 
the  middle  of  October,  could  not  fail  of  making  everybody 
very  uneasy  ;  it  looked  as  if  we  were  left  destitute  to  get 
out  of  a  bad  scrape  as  we  liked  best.  Our  provisions  fall- 
ing short,  added  to  our  discontent.  The  fleet  afforded  us 
no  relief;  little  indeed  was  in  their  power — their  own  ill 
equipment  was  enough  to  make  them  as  dissatisfied  as  our- 
selves. The  Provincials,  who  knew  exactly  the  state  of 
our  garrison,  harassed  us  fiom  their  batteries,  with  an  inten- 
tion of  making  our  people  more  dissatisfied,  in  hopes  of  de- 
sertions. Finding  no  probability  of  supply,  and  dreading 
the  consequence  of  further  delay,  it  was  thought  prudent  to 
retire  to  the  ships,  and  to  save  what  we  could.  Our  not 
being  burdened  with  provisions,  permitted  us  to  save  some 
stores  and  ammunition,  the  light  field-pieces,  and  such  things 
as  are  most  convenient  of  carriage.  Tiie  rest,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  we  were  obliged  to  leave  behind ;  such  of  the  guns 
as,  by  dismounting,  we  could  throw  into  the  sea,  were  done 
so ;  the  carriages  were  disabled,  and  every  precaution  taken 
that  our  circumstances  would  permit,  for  our  retreat  was  by 
agreement.  The  people  of  the  town  who  were  friends  to 
Government,  took  care  of  noUiing  but  their  merchandise, 
and  found  means  to  employ  the  men  belonging  to  the 
transports  in  embarking  their  goods  ;  by  which  means  seve- 
ral of  the  vessels  were  entirely  filled  with  private  property 
instead  of  die  King's  stores.  By  some  unavoidable  accir 
dent,  the  medicines,  surgeons'  chests,  instruments,  and  ne- 
cessaries, were  left  in  the  Hospital.  The  confusion  una- 
voidable on  such  a  disaster,  will  make  you  conceive  how 
much  must  be  forgot  where  every  man  had  a  private  con- 
cern. The  necessary  care  and  distress  of  the  women,  chil- 
dren, sick,  and  wounded,  required  every  assistance  that 
could  be  given.     It  was  not  like  breaking  up  a  camp,  where 
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every  man  knows  his  duty  ;  it  was  like  departing  yourcoim- 
try,  with  your  wives,  your  servants,  your  household  furni- 
ture, and  all  your  encumbrances.  The  officers,  who  felt  the 
disgrace  of  their  retreat,  did  their  utmost  to  keep  up  appear- 
ances. The  men,  who  thought  they  were  changing  for  the 
better,  strove  to  take  the  advantage  of  the  present  times, 
and  were  kept  from  plunder  and  drink  with  difficulty.  In 
bad  plight  we  go  to  Halifax.  What  supply  we  are  to  ex- 
pect there  1  do  not  know ;  our  expectations  are  not  very 
sanguine.  The  neglect  shown  us  bears  hai-d  on  us  all ;  the 
soldiers  think  themselves  betrayed,  the  officers  all  blame 
the  Admiralty,  and  your  friend,  Lord  S- ,  is  univer- 
sally execrated.  The  sea  officers  complained  they  were 
hurried  out  of  England  in  a  most  shameful  condition,  not 
half  manned,  and  ill  provided.  Fleet  and  Army  complain 
of  each  other,  and  both  of  the  people  at  home.  If  we  fare 
as  ill  at  Halifax  as  we  have  done  here  lately,  I  fear  we 
shall  have,  great  desertion,  as  the  opportunity  will  be  more 
convenient. 


f 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  2,  1776.— Referred  to  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wilson.] 

Cambridge,  March  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  When  I  had  the  honour  to  address  you  the  ]  9th 
instant,  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  town  of  Boston  by  the 
Ministerial  Army,  I  fully  expected,  as  their  retreat  and  em- 
barkation were  hurried  and  precipitate,  that  before  now  they 
would  have  departed  the  harbour,  and  been  far  on  their  pas- 
sage to  the  place  of  destination ;  but,  to  my  surprise  and 
disappointment,  the  fleet  is  still  in  Nantaslcct-Road.  The 
purpose  inducing  their  stay  is  altogether  unknown  ;  nor  can 
1  suggest  any  satisfactory  reason  for  it.  On  Wednesday  night 
last,  before  the  whole  of  the  fleet  fell  down  to  Nantasket, 
they  demolished  the  Castle,  and  houses  belonging  to  it,  by 
burning  them  down,  and  the  several  fortifications.  They 
left  a  great  number  of  the  cannon,  but  have  rendered  all  of 
them,  except  a  very  few,  entirely  useless,  by  breaking  off 
the  trunnions,  and  those  they  spiked  up,  but  may  be  made 
serviceable  again.    Some  are  already  done. 

There  are  several  vessels  in  the  docks,  which  were  taken 
by  the  enemy,  some  with,  and  others  without,  cargoes,  which 
different  persons  claim  as  their  property  and  right.  Are  they 
to  be  restored  to  the  former  owners,  on  making  proof  of  their 
title,  or  to  belong  to  the  Continent,  as  captures  made  from 
the  enemy  ?  I  wish  Congress  would  direct  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding against  them,  and  establish  a  rule  for  decision.  They 
appear  to  me  to  be  highly  necessary.  In  like  manner,  some 
of  the  cannon  which  are  in  Boston  are  said  to  have  come 
from  the  Castle.  Supposing  them,  with  those  remaining  at 
the  Castle,  to  have  been  purchased  by,  and  provided  origi- 
nally at  the  expense  of  this  Province,  are  j^ey  now  to  be 
considered  as  belonging  to  it,  or  to  the  publick  ?  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  opinion  of  Congress,  and  pray 
their  direction  how  I  am  to  conduct  respecting  them. 

It  having  been  suggested  to  me  that  there  was  consider- 
able property,  he,  belonging  to  persons  who  had,  from  the 
first  of  the  present  unhappy  contest,  manifested  an  unfriendly 
and  inveterate  disposition,  in  the  town  of  Boston,  1  thought 
it  prudent  to  write  to  the  honourable  General  Court  upon 
the  subject,  that  it  might  be  inquired  after  and  secured  ;  a 
copy  of  the  letter  I  herewith  send  you,  and  submit  it  to 
Congress,  through  you,  whether  they  will  not  determine  how 
it  is  to  be  disposed  of,  and  as  to  the  appropriation  of  the 
money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  same. 

As  soon  as  the  town  was  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  1 
judged  it  advisable  to  secure  the  several  Heights,  lest  the 
enemy  should  attempt  to  return ;  and  for  this  purpose  have 
caused  a  largo  and  strong  work  to  be  thrown  up  on  Fort- 
Hill,  a  post  of  great  importance,  as  it  commands  the  whole 
harbour,  and,  when  fortified,  if  properly  supported,  will 
greatly  annoy  any  fleet  the  enemy  may  send  against  the 
town,  and  render  the  landing  of  their  troops  exceedingly 
difficult,  if  not  impracticable.  This  work  is  almost  done, 
and  in  a  little  time  will  be  complete.  And  that  the  commu- 
nication between  the  town  and  country  may  be  free  and 
open,  I  have  ordered  all  the  lines  upon  the  Neck  to  be  im- 
mediately destroyed,  and  the  other  worlcs  on  the  sides  of  the 
town  facing  the  country,  that  the  inhabitants  from  the  latter 
may  not  be  impeded,  and  afforded  an  easy  entrance  in  case 
the  enemy  should  gain  possession  at  any  future  time.    These 


matters  I  conceived  to  be  within  the  line  of  my  duty ;  of 
which  I  advised  the  General  Court,  and  recommended  to 
their  attention  such  other  measures  as  they  might  think  ne- 
cessary for  securing  the  town  against  the  hostile  designs  of 
the  enemy. 

I  have  just  got  an  inventory  of  stores  and  property  be- 
longing to  the  Crown,  which  the  enemy  left  in  Boston,  at 
the  Castle,  and  at  Bunker  Hill,  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  you  ;  and  shall  give  strict  orders  that  a  carellil  atten- 
tion be  had  to  any  more  that  may  be  found.  I  sliall  take 
such  precautions  respecting  them  that  they  may  be  secure, 
and  turn  to  the  publick  advantage  as  much  as  possible,  or 
as  circumstances  will  admit  of. 

A  Mr.  Bulfinch,  from  Boston,  who  acted  as  clerk  to  Mr. 

,  having  put  into  my  hands  a  list  of  rations  drawn  the 

Saturday  before  the  troops  evacuated  the  town,  I  have  en- 
closed it  for  your  inspection.  He  says  neither  the  Staff  Offi- 
cers or  women  are  included  in  the  list ;  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  their  number  was  greater  than  we  had  an  idea  of. 

Major-General  Ward  and  Brigadier-General  Frye  are  de- 
sirous of  leaving  the  service,  and  for  that  purpose  have  re- 
quested me  to  lay  the  matter  before  Congress,  that  they  may 
be  allowed  to  resign  their  commissions.  The  papers  con- 
taining their  applications  you  will  herewith  receive ;  they 
will  give  you  full  and  a  more  particular  information  upon 
the  subject,  and  tlierefore  shall  take  the  liberty  of  referring 
you  to  them. 

I  would  mention  to  Congress  that  the  Commissary  of 
Artillery  Stores  has  informed  me,  that  whatever  powder  has 
been  sent  to  this  camp  has  always  come  without  any  bill 
ascertaining  the  number  of  casks  or  quantity.  This,  it  is 
probable,  has  proceeded  from  forgetfulness  or  inattention  in 
the  persons  appointed  to  send  it,  or  to  the  negligence  of  those 
who  brought  it,  though  they  have  declared  otherwise,  and 
that  they  never  had  any.  As  it  may  prevent  in  some  mea- 
sure embezzlements,  (though  I  do  not  suspect  any  to  have 
been  made,)  and  the  Commissary  will  know  what  and  how 
much  to  receive,  and  be  enabled  to  discover  mistakes,  if  any 
should  happen,  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  direct  a  bill  of 
parcels  to  be  always  sent  in  future. 

There  have  been  so  many  accounts  from  England,  all 
agreeing  that  Commissioners  are  coming  to  America,  to  pro- 
pose terms  for  an  accommodation,  (as  they  say,)  that  I  am 
inclined  to  think  the  time  of  their  arrival  not  very  far  off. 
If  they  come  to  Boston,  which  probably  will  be  the  case, 
(if  they  come  to  America  at  all,)  I  shall  be  under  such  em- 
barrassment respecting  the  manner  of  receiving  them,  and 
the  mode  of  treatment  that  ought  to  be  used,  I  therefore 
pray  that  Congress  will  give  me  directions,  and  point  out 
the  line  of  conduct  to  be  pursued.  Whether  they  are  to  be 
considered  as  Ambassadors,  and  to  have  a  pass,  or  permit, 
for  repairing  through  the  country  to  Philadelphia,  or  to  any 
other  place,  or  whether  they  are  to  be  restrained  in  any,  and 
what  manner,  I  shall  anxiously  wait  their  orders ;  and  what- 
ever they  are,  comply  with  them  literally. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  most 
humble  servant,  ^^^^^^  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  Congress. 

Cambridge,  March  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Ere  now  I  was  in  hopes  of  congratula- 
ting you  on  the  departure  of  the  Ministerial  Troops,  not 
only  from  your  capital,  but  country.  That  they  still  remain 
in  the  harbour,  after  having  been  five  days  embarked,  affords 
matter  for  speculation,  and,  collected  as  their  force  is  now, 
of  apprehension.  This  circumstance,  the  security  of  Bos- 
ton by  a  work  on  Fort-Hill,  and  demolition  of  the  lines  on 
the  Neck,  and  preservation  of  the  stores  for  Continental  use 
belonging  to  the  King,  by  a  proper  search  after  them,  ren- 
dered it  indispensably  necessary  for  me  to  throw  more  troops 
into  the  town  immediately,  (it  coming  within  the  line  of  my 
duty ;)  but  notwithstanding  all  the  precaution  which  I  have 
endeavoured  to  use,  to  restrain  and  limit  the' intercourse  be- 
tween the  town  and  country  and  Army  for  a  few  days,  I 
greatly  fear  that  the  small-pox  will  be  communicated  to 
both. 

So  soon  as  the  fleets  sail,  my  attention  must  be  turned  to 
another  quarter,  and  most  of  the  Continental  Regiments,  now 
here,  marched  off.  It  may  be  necessary,  therefore,  for  you, 
gentlemen,  to  consider  the  state  of  your  harbour,  and  tliink 
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of  such  works  as  sliall  be  found  necessarj'  for  the  defence  of 
it,  and  tlie  town,  in  case  anotlier  amicd  force,  (wliicli  I  by 
no  means  expect.)  sliould  be  sent  hither.  1  shall  leave  three 
or  four  regiments,  as  circumstances  may  require,  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  stores,  and  tin-owing  up  sucli  w  orks  as  shall  be 
deemed  necessary  for  the  pur|wses  above-mentioned,  and 
shall  direct  the  officer  commanding  them  to  receive  such  in- 
structions, in  respect  to  the  latter,  as  you  may  diink  proper 
to  give. 

It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
8ic.,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  property  belonging  to  Refugees, 
and  such  other  inimical  persons,  as,  from  the  first  of  the  pre- 
sent dispute,  have  manii'ested  the  most  unfriendly  disposition 
to  tlie  American  cause,  and  that  part  of  this  property  is  in 
such  kind  of  effects  as  can  be  easily  transported,  concealed, 
or  changed;  I  submit  to  you,  tiierefore,  gentlemen,  the  ex- 
pediency of  having  an  inquiry  made  into  this  matter  before 
It  is  too  late  for  redress,  lea\ing  the  decision  thereupon 
(after  the  quantum  or  value  is  ascertained,  and  held  in  a 
state  of  durance)  to  the  consideration  of  a  future  day.  I 
have  ordered  diat  no  violence  be  offered  by  the  soldiery, 
either  to  the  property  or  persons  of  those  people  ;  wishing 
that  the  matter  may  be  taken  into  consideration  by  your  ho- 
nourable body,  and  in  such  a  way  as  you  shall  judge  most 
advisable. 

The  enclosed  came  to  me  a  few  days  ago,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  the  purjwrt  of  it  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Court.  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  add,  as  my  opinion, 
that  the  Congress  expect  nothing  else  than  that  the  Field- 
Officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Regiments  should  receive  the 
same  pay  as  those  of  the  other  Colonies  have  done,  and 
that  tliey  expected,  at  the  time  tlie  pay  was  fixed,  that  fifteen 
pounds  to  a  Colonel,  twelve  pounds  to  a  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and  ten  pounds  to  a  Major,  was  the  actual  establishment  of 
this  Government.  I  could  wish,  therefore,  they  were  allow- 
ed it,  to  remove  the  jealousies  and  uneasinesses  which  have 
arisen. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  gentlemen,  Sic, 

George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  General  Court.  * 

*  The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
a  Lettrr  from  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  dated  the  21st  of 
March  instant,  as  also  the  Report  of  a  Committee  who,  by  order  of 
Court,  had  waited  on  his  Excellency,  to  confer  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  removal  of  the  Continental  Troops  now  in  this  Colony,  having 
attended  to  the  business  assigned  them,  report  as  followeth : 

As  our  enemies  are  now  withdrawn  from  the  Town  of  Boston,  and  it 
appearing  to  your  Committee  that  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  secure  said  Town  against  the  approaches  of  large  ships-of-war  in  fu- 
ture, that  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  be  appointed  as  soon  as  possible 
to  lay  before  this  Court  a  sketch  of  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  and  examine 
and  report  particularly  the  number  of  passages  there  are  for  ships  into 
the  same,  and  what  distance  they  are  from  the  capital ;  what  is  the  depth 
of  water  in,  and  the  width  of  the  channel  at  each  passage ;  what  is  the 
height  of  the  land  adjoining,  and  the  distance  therefrom  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  channel ;  whether  it  is  necessary  to  the  best  good  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  its  capital,  that  all  the  passages  to  the  Town  of  Boston  should 
be  continued  open ;  what  are  the  advantages,  and  what  the  disadvan- 
tages, that  will  result  from  stopping  either  of  the  passages  thereto ;  which 
passage,  if  any,  ought  to  be  stopped  ;  where  can  fortifications  be  erected 
most  easily  to  resist  the  enemy  in  their  attempt  to  enter  the  harbour 
aforesaid  ;  whether  such  posts  are  on  the  main,  or  on  an  island  or 
islands ;  and  if  on  an  island,  whether  a  communication  can  be  kept  up 
between  it  and  the  main  in  case  of  a  siege ;  whether  those  posts  are  com- 
manded by  any  neighbouring  hills;  and  if  by  any,  by  what  hills;  and 
whether,  at  all  times,  a  garrison  at  such  posts  can  be  supplied  with 
■water. 

And  whereas  this  Colony  is  greatly  weakened  by  the  destruction  of 
our  fortifications  and  warlike  stores  by  our  enemies,  and  will  be  more  so 
on  the  removal  of  the  Continental  Army,  as  a  large  proportion  of  the 
men  and  arms  therein  are  from  this  Government : 

Your  Committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  an  application  be  im- 
mediately made  to  his  Excellency  General  JVashinirton,  and  request  that 
he  would  further  consider  the  exposed,  and,  at  present,  the  defenceless 
state  of  this  Colony,  and,  if  consistent  with  the  general  interest,  he 
would  continue  here  six  Regiments  of  the  Continental  Troops  for  the 
defence  of  this  Government,  instead  of  the  three  or  four  Regiments  his 
Excellency  hath  informed  this  Court  he  intends  to  leave. 

W.  Sevkh,  per  order, 

7n  Council,  March  25,  1776 :  Read  and  accepted  ;  and  Ordered,  That 
3.  lAncoln  and  J»se/)h  Palmer,  Esquires,  with  such  as  the  honourable 
House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  fore- 
going Report. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Perkz  Morton,  Deputy  Secretary. 

In  House  of  Representatives,  Maikh  25, 1776  :  Read  and  concurred; 
and  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Brown  o<  Boston,  anii  Deacon  JVicollg,  are  joined. 

£ent  up. 

WiiLiAX  CoopiK,  Speaker  pro  tern. 


Inventory  of  Stores  belonging  to  the  King,  and  left  in  Bos- 
ton ;  taken  the  \8th  and  I9th  q/"  March,  1776,  by 
order  of  Thomas  Mifflin,  Esq  ,  (Quartermaster-Gene- 
ral of  the  Continental  Army. 

A  Brigantine,  about  120  tons  burden,  loaded  with  Oil  and 

Pearl. 
A  Schooner,  about  80  tons,  scuttled,  with  200  hogsheads  of 

Salt  on  board. 
150  hogsheads  of  Salt  in  a  store. 
100  bundles  of  Iron  Hoops. 
Long  Wharf— 1.57  Pack  Saddles. 
12.3  Water  Casks. 

A  Brigantine,  scuttled,  about  140  tons. 
A  Sloop,  do.  70  tons. 

A  Schooner,  do.  40  tons. 

1,000  chaldron  of  Sea  CoqJ. 
52  Iron  Grates. 

General  Gage's  Chariot,  taken  out  of  the  dock,  broken. 
A  quantity  of  Cordage  and  old  Cable,  broken. 
Five  Anchors. 
Green's  Wharf — about  200  Blankets;  four  and  two-thirds 

jars  (large)  of  Sweet  Oil. 
Hatch's  Wiiarf' — three  Cannon,  double-charged  and  spiked. 
Hancock's  Wharf — a  new  Ship,  about  300  tons,  scuttled  ; 
a  Schooner,  about  70  tons,  scuttled. 
About  1,000  bushels  of  Salt. 
3,000  Blankets. 
30  Water  Casks. 
Tiidor's  Wharf — a  Ship,  about  350  tons,  scuttled. 
Dummet's  Wharf — 5,000  bushels  Wheat  in  store ;  a  Sloop, 

about  60  tons,  scuttled  ;  a  Fishing  Boat. 
Webb's  ^Vharf — a  Sloop,  about  60  tons,  scuttled. 
Fuller's  Wharf— about  500  bushels  of  Salt. 
Fitch's  Wharf — a  Schooner,  70  tons,  scuttled. 
B.  M.  General's  Office — about  1,000  bushels  Sea  Coal, 
and  one  Clock;  also.  Lumber;  about  150  hogsheads  of 
Lime;    four  barrels  of  Flour;    100  empty  iron-bound 
Casks,  carried  to  Fort-Hill  by  General  Futnam's  order ; 
10  24-pound  Cannon  Cartridges. 
Weston's  Wharf— 300  hogsheads  of  Salt. 

Three  Brigan tines — one,  150  tons;  one,  120  tons;  and 

one,  130  tons. 
The  Brig  Washington.,  commanded  by  Captain  Martin- 
dale,  with  all  her  Guns,  in  the  dock. 
One  and  a  half  hogshead  of  Sugar. 
A  quantity  of  Pickets,  Fascines,  and  Gabions,  in  store. 
About  5,000  feet  of  Boards. 
Griffin's  Wharf — a  number  of  Iron  Grates. 
Hmbard's  Wharf — about  1 ,500  Rugs  and  Blankets. 
50  Water  Casks,  iron-bound,  carried  to  Fort-Hill  by  Ge- 
neral Putnam's  order. 
One  cask  oJ*Deck  Nails. 
About  200  cords  of  Wood. 
About  200  chaldron  of  Sea  Coal. 
Soudi-Battery,  or  Laboratorj' — 52  pieces  of  Cannon,  trun- 
nions broken  off,  and   spiked  ;  600  feet  of  Boards ; 
about  30  iron-bound  Casks,  carried  to  Fort-Hill  by 
order  of  General  Putnam. 
A  number  of  Ball  and  empty  Shells. 
A  Brigantine,  120  tons  ;  a  Schooner,  60  tons. 
Wheelwright's  Wharf — 14  Anchors;  three  and  a  half  hogs- 
heads of  Brimstone. 
300  hogsheads  of  Salt. 
A  quantity  of  Ijogwood. 
Three  hogsheads  of  Sea  Coal. 

One  13-inch  Mortar,  with  an  iron   bed;  a  number  of 
Shells,  Carcasses,  and  Cannon  Shot,  in  the  dock. 
HalFs  Wliarf,  and  in  his  possession — 600  bushels  of  Com 
and  Oats  ;   1 00  sacks  Bran  ;  eight  hogsheads  of  Molas- 
ses ;  100  empty  iron-bound  Casks ;  two  Schooners,  about 
60  tons  each;  one  Sloop,  about  40  tons;   10  Horses, 
Teams,  and  Harness. 
Hutchinson's  Wharf — a  new  Ship,  about  350  tons,  scuttled ; 
two  Brigs,  about  120  tons  each,  scuttled;  two  Sloops, 
about  60  tons  each,  scuttled. 
Winnisimit — a  new  Ship,  building,  thrown  off  tlie  stocks, 
200  tons;  about  100  bushels  of  Salt ;  store  pulled  down. 
Peck's  Wharf — about  100  hogsheads  essence  of  Spruce. 
10  hogsheads  of  Beef. 
Six  hogsheads  of  Molasses,  not  quite  full. 
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Five  barrels  of  Molasses. 

A  Sloop,  about  50  tons,  two-thirds  full  of  Molasses. 
At  Mr.  LoveU's — Genci-al  Gage's  Coach,  a  Phaeton,  and 
Harness,  coinj)lete. 

20  Iron  Pots  and  Kettles. 
Joy's  Yard — a  parcel  of  Lumber,  Tools,  and  Joists. 
HiWs  Bakehouse — 20  barrels  of  Flour. 
North  and  South  Mills — 10,000  busiiels  of  Wheat  and 

Flour,  not  bolted  ;   1,500  bushels  of  Bran. 
King's  Brewery — 13  empty  iron-bound  Butts ;   14  hogs- 
heads of  Spruce  Beer  ;  two  iron-tierced  Trucks. 
Town  Granary — 1,000  bushels  of  Beans ;  100  bushels  of 

Horse  Beans. 
Vincent's  Stable — 10  tons  of  Hay. 
Love's  Lumber  Yard— 50,000  Shingles ;  35,000  feet  of 

Boards;   1,000  Clapboards  ;  20  Handbarrows. 
Henderson  Inche's  Store,  near  'Beacon-Hill — about  six  tons 

of  Hay. 
Stable  at  the  Rope  Walks — about  10  tons  of  Hay ;  110 

Horses. 

By  return  this  day: 

John  G.  Frazer,  D.  Q.  M.  General. 
Boston,  March  20,  1776. 

Provision  Return. 

Light  Dragoons,  -  -  258  38th  Regiment,  -  -  270 

Royal  Artillery,   -  -  434  40th  Regiment,  -  -  289 

First  Battalion  Marines,  315  44th  Regiment,  -  -  284 

Second          ditto,  -  304  45th  Regiment,  -  -  301 

Grenadiers,      .     .  _  698  47th  Regiment,  -  -  332 

Light  Infantry,     -  -  650  49th  Regiment,  -  -  308 

4th  Regiment,    -  -  295  52d  Regiment,  -  -  291 

5th  Regiment,    -  -  284  55th  Regiment,  -  -  204 

10th  Regiment,    -  -  279  63d  Regiment,  -  -  287 

17th  Regiment,    -  -  313  64th  Regiment,  -•-  396 

22d  Regiment,    -  -  297  65th  Regiment,  -  -  140 

23d  Regiment,    -  -  283  

35th  Regiment,    -  -  297  7,579 

The  General  and  Regimental  Hospitals  not  included  in 
the  above  Return,  amounting  to  between  five  and  six  hun- 
dred men. 

Camp  at  Roxbury,  March  82,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  now  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  am  in 
such  an  ill  state  of  health,  that  I  do  not  think  myself  capa- 
ble of  doing  the  duty  which  ought  to  be  done  by  me  through 
the  ensuing  campaign,  in  the  station  I  am  now  in.  And  to 
eat  the  Continental  bread,  and  not  do  the  duty,  is  what  I 
am  much  averse  to.  Therefore,  I  must  beg  leave  to  resign 
my  command,  and  to  withdraw  from  the  Army  after  the 
expiration  of  this  month. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Camp  in  Cambridge,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Ministerial  Troops  having  (yesterday)  taken 
their  departure  from  Boston,  will,  I  presume,  occasion  the 
removal  of  the  Continental  Army  to  some  distant  part  of 
the  Continent.  And  as  I  find  myself  in  such  an  infirm  state 
of  health  as  renders  me  unable  to  bear  the  fatigue  of  such 
march  as  that  manceuvre  will  require,  I  cannot  think  it  lau- 
dable to  continue  in  the  Army  and  pay  of  the  Continent, 
without  being  able  to  merit  the  pay  by  my  service ;  there- 
fore take  leave  to  desire  I  may  resign  the  command  in  the 
Army  I  have  been  honoured  with.  And  as  I  am  at  pre- 
sent unable  to  travel,  and  being  one  hundred  and  forty 
miles  from  my  family,  I  take  leave,  also,  to  request  that  my 
resignation  may  take  place  the  1 1  th  day  of  April  next. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Frye. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  20,  1776. 
(Parok,  Borchr.ater.)  (Countersign,  Salem.} 

Whiicomb's,  Fhinney's,  and  Huchimon's  Regiments,  are 
to  march  into  Boston  this  day,  and  remain  there  until  fur- 


ther orders.  They  are  to  guard  the  town  and  publick  stores 
there,  and  do  all  sucii  fatigue,  and  other  duties,  its  the  G«- 
neral  commanding  there  thinks  j)roper  to  order.  Every 
possible  precaution  will  be  taken  to  destroy  the  infection  of 
the  small-pox. 

The  troops  now  in  Boston  are  to  march  out,  and  join 
their  respective  regiments,  upon  being  relieved  by  the  re^ 
ments  that  are  to  inarch  in. 

The  posts  on  Bunker's  Hill,  Breed's  Hill,  and  Charles- 
town-Ferry,  are  to  be  garrisoned  by  Colonel  WaMroits 
Regiment,  who  is  to  take  especial  care  that  the  abattis, 
picketing,  &,c.,  are  preserved  entire. 

The  Quartennaster-General  is  to  see  that  fire-wood  or 
coal  is  immediately  laid  in  for  the  supply  of  those  posts. 

The  Commissary-General  has  orders  immediately  to  lay 
in  a  proi)er  supply  of  provisions  for  the  ganisons  oi  Boston, 
Bunker's  Hill,  and  Dorchester  Heights. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  21,  1776. 
(Parole,  ATeicYoT*.)  (Countereign,  Halifax.'} 

Learned' s  and  Gary's  Regiments  are  to  march  this  af- 
ternoon, and  relieve  the  troops  upon  Dorchester-Heights, 
and  those  regiments  are  to  remain  in  garrison  until  further 
orders.  The  Deputy  Quartermaster-General  will  provide 
carriages  from  Roxbury,  and  provisions  are  ordered  by  the 
Commissary-General  to  be  stored  upon  the  Heights. 

The  details  for  the  Roxbury  and  Cambridge  Depart- 
ments, will  be  delivered  to  the  Majors  of  Brigade  with  this 
day's  orders. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  22,  1776. 
(Paro'e,  Grafton.  (C.  unlersign ) 

The  Colonel  of  Artillery,  Quartermaster-General,  Com- 
missary-General, and  Commissary  of  Ordnance  Stores,  to 
make  out  exact  Returns  of  all  Military'  Stores,  Provisions, 
Sec,  &,c.,  now  in  Boston,  Cambridge,  Roxbury,  Dorchester- 
Heights,  and  Forts,  Sic,  adjacent.  This  must  be  done  in 
the  correctest  manner,  and  when  finished  and  signed,  deli- 
vered by  the  proper  officer  of  each  Department  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief. 

The  Provost-Marshal  is  forthwith  to  remove  with  his 
prisoners  to  Boston.  The  prisoners  of  wai'  and  John  Ste- 
vens, are,  by  his  Excellency's  order,  to  be  put  into  Boston 
Jail. 

The  Majors  of  Brigade  to  order  the  Adjutants  to  be 
punctual  in  delivering  their  Weekly  Returns  at  orderiy  time 
to-morrow. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  23,  1776. 
(Parole,  Cape-Fear  )  (Countersign,  Mi/ore.) 

Colonel  James  Read's,  Nixon's,  Poor's,  Prescott's,  Ar- 
nold's, and  Baldxoin's  Regiments,  are  the  first  to  march 
under  Brigadier-General  Sullivan.  They  are  to  be  ready 
at  a  moment's  warning.  The  General  flatters  himself  that 
the  commanding  officer  of  each  of  these  and  the  other  corps 
will  exert  themselves  (as  they  are  going  to  join  the  troops 
of  other  Colonies)  in  sprucing  up  their  men,  that  they  may 
look  as  soldier-like  and  reputable  as  possible.  This,  and  a 
proper  attention  to  the  good  and  orderiy  behaviour  of  the 
men,  and  the  proper  care  of  their  arms,  ammunition,  and 
accoutrements,  are  qualifications  essentially  necessary  to 
every  commanding  officer ;  therefore,  for  their  own  honour 
and  the  honour  of  the  New-England  Colonies,  it  is  hoped 
they  will  diligently  exert  themselves  at  this  time. 

Two  Companies  of  Artillery,  with  such  light  brass  ord- 
nance and  stores  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Artillery 
shall  direct,  are  to  march  with  General  Sullivan. 

Colonel  Gridley  is  to  apply  to  General  Ward  for  such 
men  as  are  necessary  for  the  demolition  of  the  lines  on  Bos- 
ton Neck,  who  is  to  see  the  work  executed  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible; the  pickets  and  other  useful  materials  to  be  pre- 
served and  placed,  so  as  to  be  ready  when  called  for,  under 
the  care  of  sentries.  Such  parts  of  these  works  as  may  be 
of  service  for  our  defence  are  to  be  preserved. 

Colonel  Knox  will  immediately  lay  out  a  battery  upon 
Charkstown  Point,  to  be  executed  under  the  direction  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Mason,  of  the  Artillery.  A  Field-Offi- 
cer,  with  all  the  men  off  duty  of  Colonel  Robinson's  Regi- 
ment, to  march  at  simrise,  to-morrow  morning,  to  Charles- 
tovm  Point,  as  a  working  party. 
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Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  24,  1776. 
fParole,  PhUadtlphia.)  (Cuuniersisn,  Li/nck.) 

The  enemy  still  continuing  in  the  harbour  witliout  any 
apparent  cause  for  it,  after  winds  and  weather  have  favoured 
their  sailing,  leaves  abundant  reason  to  suspect  that  they 
may  have  some  design  of  aiming  a  blow  at  us  before  they 
depart.  The  General,  therefore,  in  the  strongest  terms 
imaginable,  recommends  to  the  commanding  officer  of  every 
corps  to  prevent  his  men  tiiat  are  off  duty  from  straggling, 
but  to  have  them  ready  to  turn  out  at  a  moment's  warning, 
with  their  arms  and  ammunition  in  good  order.  For  tliis 
purpose,  a  strict  attention  is  to  be  paid  to  roll-calling,  and 
all  delinquents  severely  punished. 

The  General  Officers,  in  their  several  departments,  are  to 
take  care  that  prcptr  alami-posts  are  assigned  everj'  corps, 
that  no  confusion  or  disorder  may  ensue  in  case  we  should 
be  called  out.  In  a  particular  manner.  Generals  Putnam 
and  Sullivan  are  to  attend  to  those  of  the  centre  and  left 
division.  As  tlie  enemy's  evacuation  ofBosian  will  render 
a  new  disposition  proper,  they  are  to  meet  and  consult  on 
this  point  without  delay.  General  Greene  will  dispose  of  the 
Regiments  in  Boston  to  the  best  advantage. 

The  floating  batteries  to  be  manned  (if  they  have  guns 
on  board)  and  sent  down  to  Charlestown  Point,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defence,  in  case  of  need. 

The  guard-boats  are  to  patrol  constantly,  and  be  very 
attentive  to  every  movement  of  the  enemy ;  and  good  look- 
outs kept  at  and  from  the  posts  from  Chelsea,  round  Squan- 
tum,  and  the  earliest  information  given  of  a  hostile  appear- 
ance. 

All  the  flat-bottom  and  whale-boats,  not  in  immediate 
and  necessary  use,  are  to  be  brought  from  Boston  and 
Charlestoum,  where  they  are  beating  against  the  wharves, 
and  secured  in  Cambridge  River.  Mr.  Sylvanus  Drew  is 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  boats,  and  to  make  a  return 
tliereof  to  the  Commander-in-Chief.  Such  hands  as  he  shall 
find  necessary  to  get  these  boats  together.  General  Putnam 
vfiW  order  him. 

The  publick  horses  and  some  other  articles  will  be  sold  on 
the  Common  in  Cambridge  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o'clock. 


ORDERS  AND  INSTRUCTIONS  FOB  COLONEL  MIFFLIN,  QUAR- 
TEKMASTER-GENERAL  OF  THE  ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  CO- 
LONIES. 

As  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  the  operations  of  the 
ensuing  campaign,  render  it  indispensably  necessary  that  a 
very  large  body  of  troops  should  be  immediately  assembled 
at  or  near  New-York,  you  will  immediately  proceed  to  Nor- 
wich, in  Connecticut,  where  you  will,  in  concert  with  the 
Brigadiers-General  Heath  and  Sullivan,  regulate  the  em- 
barkation of  the  Brigades  under  their  command,  and  settle 
all  such  matters  with  the  Commissary-General  of  Provisions, 
and  Contractors  for  the  Transports,  as  may  be  further  neces- 
sary for  expediting  the  march  of  the  rest  of  the  Army,  with 
the  stores,  artillery,  camp  equipage,  &c. 

This  being  done,  you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  New- 
York,  where  your  first  care  will  be  to  provide  barracks  for 
the  troops  ;  firing,  forage,  and  quarters,  for  the  General  Offi- 
cers ;  fix  upon  a  proper  house  or  houses  for  a  General  Hos- 
pital ;  stabling  for  the  Continental  draught-horses,  &ic.,  &c. 
Intrenching  tools  must  also  be  immediately  provided,  with 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  joist  and  plank  for  platforms,  and 
timber  for  gun-carriages ;  in  short,  every  necessary  article 
for  the  publick  service,  and  which  your  experience  the  last 
campaign  convinces  you  will  be  wanted  for  that  now  ap- 
proaching. 

The  variety  of  the  business  of  your  department  renders 
it  next  to  impossible  to  point  out  particularly  every  duty  of 
your  office  ;  therefore  a  latitude  is  given  you  in  these  orders 
and  instructions,  which,  together  with  the  directions  and  ad- 
vice of  the  commanding  General  at  Neiv- York,  must  be  the 
rule  for  the  future  regulation  of  your  conduct ;  and  I  shall 
at  present  only  recommend  that  the  same  integrity,  zeal, 
diligence,  and  activity,  which  has  hitherto  animated  your 
past  services,  may  govern  that  which  is  to  come. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters  in  Cambridge,  this  24th  day  of 

March,  1776.  ^  w 

'  George  Washington. 

To  Colonel  Thomas  Mifflin,  Quartennaster-General. 


to   the    inhabitants    of    VIRGINIA. 

My  Countrymen  :  The  state  of  our  publick  affairs  ap- 
pears to  be  at  present  in  a  more  critical  situation  than  it  has 
been  at  any  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  quarrel, 
which  has  so  much  agitated  the  minds  of  the  people,  botli 
in  Great  Britain  and  America.     The  principles  of  a  dis- 
pute, so  long  contested  before  the  whole  world,  I  need  not 
recite  to  you.     You  have  seen  it  in  its  birth,  and  your  own 
deliberations  and  exertions  have  conducted  it  to  its  present 
point.     The  single  question   that  has  for  many  years  dis- 
tinbed  the  publick  tranquillity  is  well  known  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantick  to  be,  whether  the  Pariiament  oi England  has  a 
right  to  bind  us  by  their  laws  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  or  in  no 
case  at  all,  without  our  own  consent — for  reason  and  good 
policy  can  discern  no  medium.  And,  indeed,  no  medium  has 
been  sought  on  either  side  ;  for  the  former  is  maintained  in 
its  utmost  extent  in  Britain ;  the  latter  with  no  less  firmness 
in  America.     And  after  many  resolves  and  petitions,  and 
after  a  long  suspension  of  trade,  and  the  milder  methods  of 
obtaining  redress,  you  have  at  last  been  constrained  to  take 
up  arms  in  your  own  defence.     And  I  pray  God  that  the 
contest  may  be  decided  by  arms  alone ;  for  I  fear  lest  we 
should  be  led  into  a  snare,  where  the  bait  may  be  disposed 
with  so  much  craft  tliat  many,  misled  by  generosity  of  dis- 
position, and  others  wearied  with  uncertainty  and  delay,  or 
seduced  by  motives  of  interest,  may  unwarily  be  decoyed 
by  it,  without  observing  their  danger.     The  snare  to  which 
I  refer  is  the  negotiation  which  the  British  Ministry  propose 
to  enter  into  with  the  States  of  America,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  next  campaign.     Although  we  have  been  declared  Re- 
bels by  both  Houses  of  Parliament  as  well  as  by  the  King, 
to  preserve  a  consistency  with  their  former  measures  ;  and 
although  they  have  menaced  us  with  all  the  power  they  are 
able  to  command,  to  suppress  this  pretended  rebellion  ;  yet 
we  receive  the  most  authentick  intelligence  that  they  design 
to  accompany  their  armaments  with  Commissioners  to  seve- 
ral of  the  Colonies,  to  negotiate  terms  of  submission  to  Great 
Britain ;  a  measure,  it  is  evident,  they  would  never  have 
adopted,  if  they  had  not  entertained  some  doubts  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  sanguinary  projects  in  which  they  had  before 
embarked  ;  and  if  their  long  acquaintance  with  the  policy  of 
courts,  and  finesse  of  negotiations,  had  not  taught  them  that 
success,  if  success  be  attainable,  is  most  likely  to  be  accom- 
plished by  this  means.     And  if  our  attachment  to  Britain ; 
if  the  prospect  of  peace  (which  seems  to  be  doubly  flatter- 
ing, after  distractions  so  great  and  of  so  long  duration)  do 
not  blind  us,  and  hurry  us  into  the  measure  before  we  have 
anticipated  maturely  all  its  consequences,  we  may  easily 
foresee  that  we  shall  be  exposed  to  greater  danger  by  nego- 
tiation than  by  arms.     It  is  well  known  to  what  an  exces- 
sive height  bribery  and  corruption  have  been  carried  in  Eng- 
land :  as  much  of  the  publick  treasure  is  prostituted  to  this 
iniquitous    purpose  as  might  redeem  the  nation  in  a  few 
years  fix)m  that  enormous  debt,  under  the  load  of  which 
every  nerve  of  the  body  politick  begins  to  crack.    And  can 
we  suppose  that  the  treasure  of  England  will  be  less  pro- 
fusely applied  to  buy  their  favourite  measure  into  effect, 
from  the  men  who  lead  the  Councils  of  the  Colonies,  than 
it  has  been  to  purchase  a  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment? 

They  to  whom  we  have  hitherto  delegated  the  task  of 
steering  the  State  dirough  the  present  troubles,  merit  every 
acknowledgment  we  are  capable  of  making  to  them,  for  tlie 
wisdom  and  integrity  of  their  conduct ;  but  they  must  have 
successors.  Good  policy,  in  a  free  State,  requires  that  great 
power  should  not  be  successively  intrusted  in  the  same  hands 
too  often.  The  innocence  of  the  cottage  is  frequently  cor- 
rupted when  it  is  produced  into  the  publick  scenes  of  honour 
and  ambition.  There  is  a  situation  in  life  in  which  a  man 
may  act  with  great  and  deserved  applause ;  but  we  reason 
wrong  if  we  therefore  conclude  that  there  are  no  tempta- 
tions capable  of  cornipting  his  virtue.  We  may  repent  our 
credulity  if  we  unsuspiciously  resign  too  far  to  his  honesty, 
without  using  any  precautions  against  the  frailty  of  human 
nature.  I  believe  modem  virtue  is  in  no  country  carried  to 
so  great  a  height  as  it  is  in  America.  I  have  as  high  a  vene- 
ration as  a  wise  man  ought  to  have  for  the  Conventions  of 
the  different  Colonies,  and  for  the  Continental  Congress. 
But  shall  we  be  in  no  danger  by  acting  with  an  incautious 
resignation,  as  if  every  man  in  these  numerous  assemblies, 
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like  Curim,  could  reject  the  costly  and  royal  bribes  of  the 
Samniles  with  a  virtuous  disdain  ?  U  they  are  to  be  bought ; 
if  they  have  not  attained  a  perfection  almost  beyond  the  con- 
dition of  human  nature,  they  may  make  their  own  terms.  No 
price  will  be  denied  that  can  be  raised  out  of  the  future  reve- 
nues of  America. 

Our  danger  is  the  greater,  because  all  the  parts  of  their 
demands  are  so  inseparably  linked  together,  that  the  minu- 
test concession  involves  in  it  and  draws  after  it  all  the  train 
of  evils,  and  innumerable  others,  against  which  we  have 
complained  and  fought  so  long.  Or  if  the  voice  of  one 
or  two  Colonies  should  be  bought  from  among  the  rest,  it 
may  throw  us  into  endless  distractions,  and  prolong  and 
increase  the  horrors  of  the  war,  by  nursing  enemies  in  our 
own  bosom,  more  formidable  than  those  we  encounter  from 
abroad. 

Besides,  what  are  we  to  expect  from  a  negotiation  ?  The 
single  question  in  dispute  is,  whether  we  are  subject  to  the 
British  legislation,  consisting  of  King  and  Parliament,  or  to 
the  Legislatures  of  America,  consisting  of  the  King's  Rep- 
resentative, and  the  Parliaments  or  Assemblies  of  the  diffe- 
rent Colonies.  If  the  English  House  of  Representatives 
mean  to  relinquish  their  pretended  rights,  what  is  easier  than 
to  open  the  way  to  peace  and  harmony,  in  which  we  can 
meet  them  with  confidence,  by  passing  a  single  bill  decla- 
ratory of  our  privileges  ?  Such  a  bill  they  will  make  no  dif- 
ficulty to  pass,  if  they  mean  to  meet  us  upon  sincere  and 
equitable  principles.  If  they  make  their  approaches  under 
any  other  pretext,  they  must  be  totally  futile,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  common  policy  of  European  Courts,  only  meant 
to  deceive. 

Are  we  likely  to  be  any  nearer  an  accommodation  after 
they  have  repealed  three  of  their  obnoxious  acts  ?  The  rest 
remain  in  force ;  and  the  principle,  the  iniquitous  principle 
on  which  they  are  all  founded,  is  still  supposed  to  be  true, 
and  is  kept  up  like  a  sluice,  ready  to  pour  in  an  inundation 
of  oppressions  whenever  it  shall  be  admitted  on  our  side  the 
water.  Doe^  it  not  kindle  every  honest  man's  indignation  to 
see  the  whole  Continent  insulted  in  the  refusal  of  these  acts, 
as  much  as  or  more  than  in  their  creation  ?  I  can  scarcely 
suppress  the  expressions  of  the  warmest  resentment  when 
I  conceive  them  approaching  my  country  with  the  falsest 
proposals  of  treaty,  and  at  the  same  time  insulting,  with  the 
utmost  indignity,  our  supposed  credulity  or  ignorance. 

They  have  repealed  the  Bostan  Port  Bill,  it  is  said,  and 
no  doubt  they  will  make  a  mighty  merit  of  conceding  so  far 
for  the  sake  of  peace.     A  meritorious  concession,  indeed  1 
to  open  the  ports  of  a  town  to  their  half-starved  soldiers, 
after  they  have  expelled  its  native  inhabitants,  burnt  its 
houses  and  stores,  pillaged  its  wealth,  blocked  up  the  only 
passage  by  which  it  can  manage  its  trade  with  the  country, 
and  rendered  it  totally  impossible  to  reap  any  benefit  from 
the  repeal.     In  whose  emolument  does  all  this  parade  of 
condescension  issue  ?     Not  in  that  of  the  Colony ;  still  less 
in  that  of  the  just  proprietors  of  the  town.     It  is,  then,  I 
presume,  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  their  ofRcei-s  and  sol- 
diers— a  company  of  miserable  wretches,  in  the  constant 
terrour  of  their  lives,  who  neither  know  how  nor  have  time 
nor  money  to  make  use  of  the  privilege,  unless  it  be  to  im- 
port some  potatoes  and  porter,  to  keep  in  their  souls  and 
drown  the  sense  of  their  misery.     That,  I  suppose,  the  hu- 
manity of  their  masters  would  not  have  denied  them,  if  the 
act  had  stood  in  the  same  predicament  that  it  was.     About 
half  as  much,  upon  a  just  computation,  may  be  placed  to 
the  account  of  their  merit,  for  the  repeal  of  the  Fishery 
Bill.     I  will  venture  to  assert,  and  I  dare  almost  engage  to 
prove  it,  that  they  have  had  no  design,  for  nine  months 
past,  to  prevent  the  present  inhabitants  of  Boston  from  de- 
vouring all  the  fish  which  they  had  time  and  courage  to 
take.     It  would  have  been  very  cruel,  because  they  were 
in  a  pet  with  ISew-England,  to  have  made  no  distinction  in 
their  wrath,  but  have  scourged  their  own  children  along  with 
their  servants,  and  set  them  down  to  a  dry  morsel  of  potato 
without  any  sauce.     So  that  the  sum  total  of  Parliament 
merit  may  be  pretty  fairly  expressed  in  the  style  of  the  al- 
gebraist thus :  The  repeal  of  1   Bill  for  tiie  administration 
of  Justice  -f-  I  Port  Bill  -f-  1  Fishery  Bill  =  0  —  3  :  that  is, 
three  full  Bills  less  than  nothing ;  a  worthy  bottom  on  which 
to  open  a  negotiation.     And  yet,  wliat  concessions  do  they 
expect  on  this  account  from  us  ?     They  have  the  insolence 
to  demand  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  to  alter,  cut  up, 


new-model,  and  annul  our  charters,  whenever  a  whimsical 
_  Minister  takes  it  in  head  that  he  is  not  complaisantly  treated, 
because  we  refuse  to  choke  ourselves  with  tea,  or  to  glut 
the  avarice  of  half  a  million  of  swag-bellied  pensioners  out 
of  our  private  purse,  and  to  be  bound  by  their  laws  in  all 
cases  whatsoever.  Since  they  ofier  terms  of  accommoda- 
tion on  one  side,  I  think  we  have  a  right  to  state  our  de- 
mands on  the  opjiosite  column.  But  tliis  I  shall  reserve  for 
another  paper. 
„    ,  A  Planter. 

March  25,  1776. 

CHAKLES    CARROLL    TO    DANIEL    OF    ST.  THOMAS  JENIFER. 

Mount  Clare,  March  25,  1776. 

My  DEAR  Major  :  I  was  so  much  out  of  order  that  I 
was  obliged  to  leave  Annapolis  eariier  in  the  morning  than 
I  intended,  that  I  might  not  hurry  myself  too  much  in  my 
ride  home.  Unfortunately  I  got  wet  before  I  reached  the 
Mount,  and  fear,  from  the  pains  I  have  in  my  hands  and 
knees,  and  other  appearances,  that  I  shall  have  a  smart  fit 
of  the  gout  before  I  again  get  to  rights ;  however,  siiall  be 
able  to  judge  in  two  or  three  days.  If  I  should  escape,  I 
am  so  entirely  unhinged  that  I  do  not  think  I  can  venture 
to  Annapolis  before  Monday  next.  I  hope  Mr.  Rumsey 
will  be  down,  that  Mr.  Smyth  may  not  be  detained  longer 
than  is  convenient  to  him.  I  desired  J.  T.  to  request  the 
Council  to  let  me  have  their  opinion  about  the  tender  now 
fitting  out,  and  I  would  manage  that  business  while  up  here. 
I  find,  by  what  I  yesterday  heard,  that  many  in  town  think 
she  is  so  dull  a  sailer  that  she  will  be  of  no  use.  Let  me 
also  know  of  any  directions  to  be  given  about  sending  down 
hats,  cartridge-boxes,  Stc. 

I  find  we  must  look  for  another  Second  Lieutenant  for 
OUT  Annapolis  Artillery  Company,  as  General  Lee  has  taken 
Mr.  Massenbaugh  with  him.  Let  me  know  whether  the 
Council  think  of  coming  up  to  Baltimore.  If  anything  new 
occurs,  let  us  have  it. 

I  am,  dear  Major,  your  afTectionate  firiend  and  servant, 

Charles  Carroll. 
To  the  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 

AMOS    GARRETT   TO   BENJAMIN   RUMSET. 

March  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  had  a  line  fi-om  you  about  bayonets.  I  forged 
out  by  a  servant  I  had  (since  runaway)  about  sixty,  for  one 
of  the  Militia  Companies,  and  offered  them  at  six  shillings 
per  piece.  I  delivered  one  as  a  sample.  They  are  mostly- 
unfinished  ;  but  I  could  get  them  done  by  another  smith  I 
have,  if  I  could  have  a  gauge  given  me  as  to  the  size  of  the 
barrel.  They  were  originally  intended  to  fit  on  guns  of  dif- 
ferent bores ;  but  if  I  had  the  size  of  the  musket-barrels, 
they  could  be  finished  all  but  fitting  them  to  the  right  bar- 
rels, which  must  be  done  by  an  artificer  with  the  piece  by 
him.  If  the  Council  of  Safety  should  incline  to  take  them, 
I  will  set  about  them,  and  it  is  likely  I  may  make  up  one 
hundred  or  more,  if  I  can,  and  deliver  them  to  your  order. 
If  I  had  the  guns  I  would  gladly  fit  them ;  but  it  cannot  be 
well  done  without. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  ser\'ant,  »  „ 

Amos  Garrett. 

To  Benjamin  Rumsey,  Esq. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    STEPHEN    WEST. 

[No.  84.]  Annapolis,  March  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  have  been  informed  that  you  have  a  quantity 
of  coarse  blankets  that  are  very  suitable  for  the  soldiery, 
who  are  in  great  want  of  that  necessary  article,  and  are 
afraid  it  will  be  some  time  before  we  shall  be  able  to  pro- 
vide them,  and  that  the  soldiers  in  the  mean  time  may  suf- 
fer very  much  for  want  of  them.  Under  these  circumstan-* 
ces,  and  from  the  zeal  you  have  manifested  in  the  cause, 
we  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  readily  spare  all  you 
possibly  can,  notwithstanding  you  may  have  laid  them  aside 
for  the  use  of  your  own  family. 

You  will  please  to  write  us  on  this  subject  by  the  first 
opportunity,  and  acquaint  us  what  blankets  you  may  think 
proper  to  supply  the  publick,  and  the  price  ;  for  which  we 
will  send  you  an  order  on  the  Treasurer,  and  order  them 
directly  here.     We  are,  &c. 

To  Mr.  Stephen  West. 
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MARYLAND    COCNCIL    OF   SAFETY   TO   GEORGE    PLATER    AND 

GENERAL    DENT. 
[No.  85.]  Annapolis,  March  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Colonel  Mercer  has  hen\  witli  us  this  day, 
and  is  very  desirous  a  time  and  place  should  be  appointed 
tor  meeting  to  consult  about  setting  up  beacons  on  the  river 
Potomnck.  We  have  agreed  with  him  that  Port-Tobacco 
should  be  tlie  place,  and  Tuesday,  the  2d  of  April,  the 
time.  You  will  be  pleased  to  attend  accordingly,  agree- 
able to  your  former  appointment. 
We  are,  he. 

To  George  Plater,  Esq.,  and  Brigadier-General  Dent. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  JOHN  HANSON. 

[No.  86.]  Annapolis,  March  25,  1776. 

Sir:  The  bearer  will  deliver  you  the  Association  papers 
subscribed  in  your  County,  which  we  request  you  will  re- 
turn to  us  by  some  safe  conveyance  as  soon  as  you  can 
conveniently,  as  the  Convention  may  possibly  want  to  see 
them. 

We  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  particular  accounts  of  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  Minute  Companies  in  your  Coun- 
ty, as  well  as  their  wages,  that  we  may  transmit  the  money 
to  you  to  discharge  them.  If  an  opportunity  should  offer, 
we  request  you  will  send  us  all  the  bayonets  belonging  to 
<he  Provincial  muskets. 
We  are,  Stc. 

To  John  Hanson,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Middle  District  of  Frederick  County. 

N.  B.  The  times  of  the  attendance  of  the  men  must  be 
proved  by  the  oath  of  some  one  at  least  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers,  agreeable  to  the  resolves  of  the  last  Conven- 
tion, and  we  return  the  enclosed  for  that  purpose. 


COLONEL    ST.    CLAIR  TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

March  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  observe  that,  in  the  vote  of  Congress  for  raising  five 
Battalions  in  Pennsylvania,  there  is  no  provision  made  for 
Surgeons'  Mates,  Sergeant-Majors,  or  Quartermaster  Ser- 
geants. I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  that  each  of  these 
(rfficers  is  very  necessary  to  a  battalion.  Part  of  a  batta- 
lion may  frequently  be  detached  to  a  distance,  where  it  may 
be  impossible  for  the  Surgeon  to  attend  them,  without  ne- 
glecting tlie  rest  of  the  regiment.  And  as  to  Mates  being 
readily  found  in  Canada,  I  do  assure  you  it  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  find  a  person  that  has  any  knowledge,  either  as  Phy- 
sician or  Surgeon,  in  that  country,  some  few  excepted,  who 
have  left  the  Army,  and  settled  there.  The  duty  of  the 
Adjutant  would  be  insupportable  without  the  assistance  of 
a  Sergeant-Major,  and  the  Quartermaster-Sergeant  is  also 
very  necessary,  as  not  only  the  quarters  or  encampment  of 
the  corps  falls  under  the  Quartermasters'  direction,  but  the 
receiving  and  issuing  the  provisions,  and  the  care  of  all  the 
regimental  stores,  which  it  is  impossible  one  man  can  at  all 
tines  execute;  and  these  men  ought  to  be  acquainted  with 
accounts. 

I  also  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  the  necessity  of 
providing  tents  for  the  troops  in  Canada.  The  season  of 
the  year  is  at  hand  when  they  must  occupy  other  grounds 
than  they  have  been  confined  to  in  the  winter,  or  be  expo- 
sed to  have  their  posts  insulted,  and,  perhaps,  carried  by  a 
force  much  inferior  to  theirs,  were  they  encamped  in  one 
body,  or  in  such  manner  as  to  be  capable  of  supporting  each 
other.  And  tents  will  become  still  more  necessary,  ii'  there 
should  be  a  necessity  to  attack  Quebeck  in  form,  which 
may  probably  be  the  case. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 


by  General  Schuyler  to  deliver  up  their  arms ;  and  that  each 
and  all  of  them  should  parade  in  the  above  place,  that  he 
might  take  from  this  small  body  six  prisoners  of  his  own 
nomination.  The  request  was  accordingly  complied  with, 
and  five  other  gentlemen  with  myself  made  prisoners  of. 
As  we  are  not  conscious  of  having  acted  upon  any  princi- 
j)le  that  merits  such  severe  proceedings  from  Congress,  we 
cannot  help  being  a  good  deal  surprised  at  such  treatment; 
but  are  willing  to  attribute  this  rather  to  malicious',  ill-de- 
signing people,  than  to  gentlemen  of  so  much  humanity  and 
known  character  as  the  Congress  consists  of.  The  many 
difficulties  we  met  with  since  our  landing  on  this  Continent, 
(which  is  but  very  lately,)  burdened  with  women  and  chil- 
dren, we  hope  merit  a  share  in  their  feeling ;  and  that  they 
would  obtain  the  surest  conviction,  before  we  were  remo- 
ved from  our  families  ;  as,  by  a  separation  of  the  kind,  tliey 
are  rendered  destitute,  and  without  access  to  either  mo- 
ney or  credit.  This  is  the  reason  why  you  will  observe, 
in  the  article  of  capitulation  respecting  the  Scotch,  that  they 
made  such  a  struggle  for  having  their  respective  families 
provided  for  in  their  absence.  The  General  declared  he 
had  no  discretionary  power  to  grant  such,  but  that  he  would 
represent  it,  as  he  hoped  with  success,  to  Congress ;  and  in 
this  opinon  two  other  gentlemen  present  supported  him. 
The  request  is  so  just  in  itself  tliat  it  is  but  what  you  daily 
grant  to  tlie  meanest  of  your  prisoners.  As  we  cannot,  we 
do  not  claim  it  by  any  agreement.  Though,  by  a  little  at- 
tention to  that  part  of  the  capitulation,  you  will  observe 
that  we  were  put  in  the  hope  and  expectation  of  having 
them  supported  in  their  different  situations. 

As  to  ourselves,  we  are  put  into  a  tavern,  with  the  proper 
allowance  of  bed  and  board.  This  is  all  that  is  necessary 
so  far.  But  what  becomes  of  the  external  part  of  the  body? 
This  requires  its  necessaries,  and  without  the  decent  part  of 
such,  a  gentleman  must  be  very  intolerable  to  himself  and 
others.  I  know  I  need  not  enter  so  minutely  in  represent- 
ing those  difficulties  to  Congress  or  you,  as  your  established 
character  and  feelings  will  induce  you  to  treat  us  as  gentle- 
men and  prisoners,  removed  from  all  means  of  relief  for 
ourselves  or  families,  but  that  of  application  to  Congress. 
1  arrived  here  last  night  in  order  to  have  the  honour  of  lay- 
ing those  matters  personally,  or  in  writing,  before  you  and 
them.  Shall  accordmgly  expect  to  be  honoured  with  an 
answer. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 

'  Allan  McDonald. 


servant, 


Arthur  St.  Clair. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 


ALLAN  Mcdonald  to  prf.sident  of  congress. 

[Read  March  29,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners.] 

Philadelphia,  March  25,  1 776. 

Sir  :  It  is  now  several  weeks  since  the  Scotch  inhabitants 
in  and  about  Johnstotvn,  Tryon  County,  have  been  required 


president  of  congress  to  officer  commanding  at 

NEW-YORK. 

Philadelphia,  March  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  Captain  James  Young,  of  this  city,  having,  by  let- 
ter, represented  to  Congress,  that  his  son  Johji  Young,  in 
January  last,  eloped  from  him  and  got  on  board  the  Phenix 
man-of-war,  at  New-York,  from  whence  he  was  proceed- 
ing to  Boston,  and  on  his  passage  was  cast  away  on  Long- 
Island,  and  that  he  is  now  fortunately  a  prisoner  at  New- 
York,  and  desiring  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  be  a  pri- 
soner on  his  parole  at  the  estate  of  his  late  grandfather, 
(Doctor  Greame ;)  in  consequence  of  which,  I  have  it  in 
charge  to  direct  that  the  said  John  Young  be  allowed  to 
reside  at  the  house  of  the  late  Doctor  Greame.  You  will 
therefore  please  to  order  him  to  be  delivered  to  his  father, 
first  taking  his  parole,  which  he  must  subscribe ;  and  you 
will  forward  it  to  me. 

Captain  James  Young  is  a  gentleman  exceedingly  friend- 
ly to  our  cause ;  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to 
your  notice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Continental  Troops  at 
New- York. 


president  of  congress  to  general  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  yesterday  yours  of 
the  19th,  containing  the  agreeable  information  of  the  Minis- 
terial Troops  having  abandoned  Boston.  The  partial  vic- 
tory we  have  obtained  over  them  in  that  quarter,  I  hope 
will  turn  out  a  happy  presage  of  a  more  general  one. 
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Whatever  place  may  be  the  object  of  their  destination,  it 
must  certainly  give  a  sincere  pleasure  to  every  friend  of  this 
country  to  see  the  most  diligent  preparations  everywhere 
making  to  receive  them.  What  may  be  their  views  it  is 
indeed  impossible  to  tell  with  any  degree  of  exactness. 
We  have  all  the  reason,  however,  from  the  rage  of  disap- 
pointment and  revenge,  to  expect  the  worst.  Nor  have  I 
any  doubt  that,  as  far  as  their  power  extends,  they  will  in- 
flict every  species  of  calamity  upon  us.  The  same  Provi- 
dence that  has  baffled  their  attempt  against  the  Province  of 
Massachusetts-Bay  will,  1  tmst,  defeat  the  deep-laid  scheme 
they  are  now  meditating  against  some  other  part  of  our 
country. 

The  intelligence  that  our  Army  had  got  possession  of 
Boston,  you  will  readily  suppose  gave  me  heartfelt  pleasure. 
I  beg,  sir,  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  warmest  thanks 
for  the  attention  you  have  shown  to  my  property  in  that 
town.  I  have  only  to  request  that  Captain  Cazeneau  wUl 
continue  to  look  after  and  take  care  that  it  be  no  ways  de- 
stroyed or  damaged. 

This  success  of  our  arms  naturally  calls  upon  me  to  con- 
gratulate you,  sir,  to  whose  wisdom  and  conduct  it  has  been 
owing.  Permit  me  to  add,  that  if  a  constant  discharge  of 
the  most  important  duties,  and  the  fame  attending  thereon, 
can  afford  genuine  satisfaction,  the  pleasure  you  feel  must 
be  the  most  rational  and  exalted. 

I  have  it  in  charge  from  Congress,  to  direct  that  you 
send  an  account  of  the  troops  in  your  camp  who  are  defi- 
cient in  arms,  to  the  several  Assemblies  or  Conventions 
of  the  Colonies  to  which  those  men  belong,  and  request 
them  to  send  a  sufficient  number  of  arms  for  the  men 
coining  from  the  respective  Colonies ;  and  that  if  arms  can- 
not be  procured,  that  such  £is  have  not  arms  be  dismissed 
the  service. 

The  Congress  being  of  opinion  that  the  reduction  of 
Quebeck  and  the  general  security  of  the  Province  of  Ca- 
nada, are  objects  of  great  concern,  I  am  commanded  to 
direct  that  you  detach  four  battalions  into  Canada  from  the 
Army  under  your  command,  as  soon  as  you  shall  be  of 
opinion  that  the  safety  of  New-York  and  the  eastern  ser- 
vice will  permit. 

Your  several  letters  are  at  this  time  under  the  considera- 
tion of  a  Committee.  As  soon  as  any  determination  is 
made  thereon,  I  will  immediately  forward  it  to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


to  the  discoveries  made,  which  will  clear  away  the  water. 
The  timber  which  supjwrted  the  pits  from  the  beginning  of 
sinking,  broke  by  the  age  and  want  of  repairing,  thereby  is 
filled  to  the  top  witii  rubbish,  &,c.  Mr.  Harris  undertook 
cheerfully  to  make  discovery  of  lead ;  therefore  the  said 
Jonathan  Landon,  Esq.,  applied  to  one  Mr.  Fish  (on  whose 
property  Mr.  Harris  has  made  a  prosperous  discovery  of 
lead)  for  leave  to  open  and  search  the  ground;  but  he 
refused  the  freedom  of  breaking  the  ground,  so  thai  Mr. 
Harris's  best  discovery  was  not  explored.  I  maje  trials  in 
several  places,  and  discovered  a  small  quantity  of  lead  ore 
in  each  vein.  The  bounds  wherein  the  mines  lie  are  extra- 
ordinarily well  situated  for  pursuing  the  necessaiy  trials  ac- 
cording to  minery.  The  above-mentioned  length,  breadth, 
and  height,  will  be  a  sufficient  declaration  to  any  person 
that  professes  to  have  a  particular  skill  and  knowledge  in 
conducting  lead-mines  regularly  in  all  its  branches.  My 
sincere  advice  to  your  Honours  is,  to  employ  some  hands, 
and  provide  them  with  tools,  in  order  to  clear  and  draw 
the  rubbish,  fee,  out  from  the  said  two  pits,  and  support 
them  well  with  timber ;  and  by  accomplishing  the  clearings 
of  rubbish  from  these  shafts,  will  make  your  Honours  to 
have  the  satisfaction  to  know  the  truth  of  Mr.  Harris's  de- 
scription. If  it  appears  to  be  depended  on,  the  workmen 
must  prepare  to  prosecute  the  discovery  of  the  said  lead- 
mines  according  to  the  directions  of  the  inspector  appointed ; 
and  if  it  be  carried  on  properly,  they  will  follow  my  afore- 
said directions.  I  surveyed  some  mines  near  Martovm, 
which  is  not  worthy  to  report.  I  am  fully  informed  by 
several,  that  there  is  a  good  mine  explored  in  Rochester 
Patent,  in  Ulster  County,  which  a  company  of  adventurers 
wrought  at  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  that  they  raised  some 
hundred  tons  of  lead  ore.  The  full  truth  of  which  mine, 
Colonel  Fawling,  Chairman  to  the  Committee  Board  of 
Marbletoivn,  was  to  acquaint  your  Honours.  The  common 
report  of  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  was  declaring  their 
seeing  two  feet  diameter  of  solid  ore,  and  great  many  trials 
made.  Your  Honours  may  or  may  not  carry  on  these 
trials  to  execution.  All  that  can  be  said  is,  that  such  promi- 
sing discoveries  for  the  publick  good  ought  not  to  remain 
dead  and  useless  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  without  trials  to 
be  properly  executed. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted,  by  your  Honours'  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  McDonald,  Miner. 


To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  for  the  Province  of  New-York. 

I,  John  McDonald,  Miner,  who  was  appointed  by  your 
Honours,  with  the  most  punctual  instructions  relative  to 
lead-mines,  accordingly  have  proceeded,  in  compliance  with 
the  request  contained  in  said  .instructions,  with  all  conve- 
nient despatch,  to  the  Little  Nine  Partners ;  and  repaired 
myself,  with  all  sincerity,  in  working  and  examiniiig  for 
lead  and  copper,  in  order  to  bring  the  true  information  of 
the  state  and  quality  of  the  same,  which  is  at  large  reported 
as  specified,  in  the  following  manner:  Jonathan  Landon, 
Esq.,  to  whom  I  was  recommended  for  directions,  conduct- 
ed me  to  a  limestone  hill,  where,  at  random,  took  the  di- 
mensions from  the  northeast  to  the  southwest,  being  one 
mile  in  length,  included  from  both  fallings,  in  the  ground  in 
each  end  of  said  hill.  The  breadth  is  half  a  mile,  and 
about  forty  rods  height.  There  I  found  said  mines,  the 
veins  of  ore  in  which  appear  inclining  or  lying  west  and 
east,  in  ledges  of  limestone,  mixed  with  white  flint.  Some 
years  ago  a  company  of  adventurers  had  sunk  several  pits, 
or  shafts,  in  pursuit  of  lead  and  copper ;  and  that  amongst 
the  trials  arc  two  pits,  one  of  which  is  fifteen  feet  deep,  the 
other  is  fifty  feet  deep ;  and  in  the  bottom  of  said  pits  left  a 
promising  discovery  of  about  seven  inches  diameter  solid 
ore  and  that  of  a  continued  vein.  Unfortunately  the  com- 
pany were  under  the  necessity  of  giving  up  their  proceed- 
mgs  on  account  of  the  under-water  rising,  anent  which  we 
are  fully  informed  of  all  the  particulars  by  Mr.  Harris. 
The  principal  method  of  preventing  the  damage  done  by 
the  water  is,  to  drive  a  level  from  its  advantageous  situation 
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JOSIAH    q,UINCY  TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Braintree,  March  25,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  Your  obliging  let- 
ter of  yesterday  was  handed  to  me  this  morning  by  Ge- 
neral Ward^s  son.  The  fleet  still  continues  in  Nantasket- 
Road ;  and  I  cannot  discern  any  diminution  of  their  num- 
bers. Five  or  six  transports,  and  a  man-of-war,  arrived  last 
Friday  afternoon.  As  the  man-of-war  saluted  the  Admiral, 
I  suppose  they  came  from  Fngland. 

The  signal  at  the  Light-House  was  thrown  out  again  on 
Saturday ;  but  tlie  wind  has  hitherto  prevented  the  arrival 
of  any  more  vessels.  The  Admiral  has  a  signal  now  flying 
at  his  maintop-mast  head.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to 
construe  it. 

Agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  desire,  as  fast  as  I  can 
find  trustworthy  persons,  I  shall  give  them  directions  to 
make  diligent  search  after  such  characters  as  you  have  de- 
scribed, and,  upon  good  ground  of  suspicion,  to  apprehend 
and  cany  them  to  Head-Quarters,  or  bring  them  to  me  for 
fiirther  examination,  as  may  be  most  convenient. 

Eleven  o'clock. — This  moment  an  explanation  of  the 
above  signal  occurs.  Part  of  the  fleet  are  come  to  sail.  I 
shall  proceed  joumalwise  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  their 
movements,  till  tlie  bearer,  who  is  gone  to  see  Colonel  Ti^ 
per,  returns. 

One  o'clock. — They  are  still  coming  to  sail ;  near,  or 
quite  fifty  sail,  are  got  out  to  sea— about  half  of  diem  brigs, 
schooners,  and  sloops,  one  or  two  frigates,  and  the  re- 
mainder transport-ships.  Their  course  shaped  for  Cape- Cod. 
May  not  this  division  be  bound  for  Martha's  Vineyard,  and 
the  Islands  in  that  Sound,  to  procure  fresh  provision  for  the 
fleet,  which  is  to  rendezvous  at  Halifax,  and  from  thence  to 
proceed  to  Quebeck  ? 

Three  o'clock. — My  servant,  who  was  directed  to  take  an 
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account  of  the  number  that  have  sailed,  informs  me  there 
are  in  all  fifty-two.  One  transiwrt-brif^  is  just  arrived.  1 
expected  Mr.  Ward  would  return  with  Colonel  Ihpper,  and 
have  dined  with  me.  From  them  I  hoped  to  have  gained 
farther  intelligence,  but  am  disappointed.  I  hear  the  Colo- 
nel is  prej)aring  a  fonnidable  fire-raft,  which  I  wish  may 
•effectually  operate,  but  fear  a  single  one  will  avail  little. 

Your  Excellency's  tender  concern  for  tlie  restoration  of 
TOy  health  (which,  thanlcs  to  the  Father  of  Mercies,  is  much 
mended)  lays  me  under  a  fresh  obligation  to  subscribe  my- 
■self,  with  cordial  gratitude  and  esteem,  your  Excellency's 
■obliged  and  faithful  humble  servant, 

JoSIAH    QuiNCY. 

To  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Five  o'clock. — ^The  Admiral  has  just  now  hoisted 
another  signal — a  pendant  under  his  flag.  Two  more  ships 
are  under  sail,  going  out  of  the  harbour. 

Seven  o'clock. — Mr.  Ward  and  Colonel  Tapper  are  just 
arrived.  They  are  of  opinion  that  .the  ships  which  sailed 
to-day  have  carried  off  the  Tories,  and  are  bound  with  them 
to  Lewislntrgh. 

Tuesday  morning. — ^Mr.  Ward's  tarrying  in  town  gives 
me  a  further  opportunity  to  infonn  your  Excellency  that 
the  fleet,  consisting  of  about  one  hundred  sail,  (chiefly  large 
ships,)  remain  as  they  were  last  night. 

Ten  o'clock. — ^The  same  signal  is  now  flying  at  the  Ad- 
miral's maintop-mast  head  as  was  hoisted  yesterday  morn- 
ing. Scarce  hoisted,  before  it  was  lowered  again  ;  and  in 
about  half  an  hour,  a  blue  flag  is  flying,  at  mizentop-mast 
bead,  and  a  pendant  at  his  mizen  peak. 

I2even  o'clock. — ^The  above  signals  are  changed  for  a 
red  ensign  hoisted  just  under  his  mizen-yard.  A  signal  is 
just  now  hoisted  upon  the  top  of  the  Light-House,  for  ves- 
sels in  the  ofling  ;  and  immediately  followed  by  a  blue  broad 
pendant  from  the  middle  of  the  Tower.  In  less  than  ten 
minutes,  the  signal  first  mentioned,  viz :  a  pendant,  is  flying 
from  his  maintop-mast  head. 

Twelve  o'clock. — A  red  ensign  is  now  flying  at  his  mizen- 
top-mast head,  a  blue  ensign  at  his  starboard  mizen  shrouds, 
and  a  pendant  thrown  out  between,  by  hand)  and  imme- 
diately taken  in  again. 

Two  o'clock. — The  sixty  gun-ship,  in  King  Road,  is 
come  to  sail,  and  going  down  to  Nantasket.  The  Admiral's 
red  ensign  is  struck.  The  blue  one  remains.  A  large  trans- 
port-ship and  a  brig  are  just  arrived  within  the  light. 

If  the  foregoing  intelligence,  and  the  mode  of  it,  should 
prove  so  agreeable  to  your  Excellency  as  to  desire  the  con- 
tinuance of  it  while  the  fleet  remains,  please  to  let  me 
know  your  pleasure  any  time  before  to-morrow  night,  until 
which  time  I  shall  continue  to  note  down  every  remark- 
able occurrence.     Ut  sujprd,  J.  Q. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  LANDON  CARTER. 

Cambridge,  March  25,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  honoured  with  your  favour  of 
the  20th  ultimo ;  and  although  1  might  intrench  myself  be- 
hind the  parade  of  great  business,  with  as  much  propriety 
as  most  men,  yet  I  shall  neither  avail  myself  of  it,  nor  be 
debarred  the  pleasure  of  making  this  address  in  testimony  of 
your  kind  remembrance,  and  die  favourable  sentiments  you 
are  pleased  to  express  of  me. 

To  give  you  a  detail  of  my  distresses,  on  account  of  pow- 
der, anns,  and  other  articles  of  almost  equal  importance  in 
the  military  arrangement,  would  afford  little  amusement  to 
you,  and  no  profit  to  me.  I  shall  therefore  pass  them  over,  and 
mfonn  you  that,  having  received  a  small  supply  of  powder, 
(very  inadequate  to  our  wants,)  I  resolved  to  take  possession 
of  Dorchester-Point,  lying  east  of  Boston,  looking  directly 
into  it,  and  commanding  absolutely  the  enemy's  lines  on 
the  Neck.  To  effect  this,  (which  I  knew  would  force  the 
enemy  to  an  engagement,  or  make  the  town  too  hot  for 
them,)  it  was  necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  to  possess 
two  heights,  (those  mentioned  in  General  Burgoyne's  letter 
to  Lord  Stanley  in  his  account  of  the  battle  on  Bunker's 
Hill,)  which  had  the  entire  command  of  this  point.  The 
ground  being  frozen  upwards  of  two  f(;et  deep,  and  as  im- 
penetrable as  a  rock,  nothing  could  be  attempted  with 
earth ;  we  were  obliged,  therefore,  to  provide  an  amazing 
quantity  of  chandeliers,  fascines,  &.C.,  for  the  work ;  and 


on  the  night  of  the  4th,  after  a  severe  and  heavy  can- 
nonade and  bombardment  of  the  town  the  three  preceding 
nights,  to  divert  the  enemy's  attention  from  our  real  ob- 
ject, we  carried  them  on  under  cover  of  darkness,  and  took 
full  possession  of  those  heights  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
man. 

Upon  their  discovering  it  next  morning,  great  preparations 
were  made  for  attacking  us  ;  but  not  being  ready  before  the 
afternoon,  and  the  weather  getting  very  tempestuous,  much 
blood  was  saved,  and  a  very  important  blow  (to  one  side  or 
the  other)  prevented.  That  this  remarkable  interposition  of 
Providence  is  for  some  wise  pur|X)se,  I  have  no  doubt ;  but 
as  the  principal  design  of  the  manoeuvre  was  to  draw  the 
enemy  to  an  engagement  under  disadvantages ;  as  a  pre- 
meditated plan  was  laid  for  tliis  purpose,  and  seemed  to  be 
succeeding  to  my  utmost  wish  ;  and  as  no  men  seemed  bet- 
ter disjx)sed  to  make  the  appeal  than  ours  did  upon  that 
occasion,  I  can  scarce  forbear  lamenting  the  disappointment. 
However,  the  enemy,  thinking  (as  we  have  since  learned) 
that  we  had  got  too  formidably  posted  before  the  second 
morning  to  be  much  hurt  by  them,  and  apprehending  great 
annoyance  from  our  works,  resolved  u[X)n  a  precipitate  re- 
treat ;  and  accordingly  embarked  in  as  much  hurry,  and  as 
much  confusion  as  ever  troops  did,  the  17th  instant,  not 
having  got  their  transports  half  fitted,  and  leaving  King's 
property  in  Boston  to  the  amount,  as  is  supposed,  of  thirty 
or  forty  thousand  pounds,  in  provisions,  stores,  &;c.,  Sic. 
Many  pieces  of  cannon,  some  mortars,  and  a  number  of  shot, 
shells,  &c.,  he,  are  also  left ;  their  baggage-wagons,  artil- 
lery-carts, &c.,  which  they  have  been  eighteen  months  and 
more  preparing,  were  destroyed,  thrown  into  the  docks,  and 
found  drifted  on  every  shore.  In  short,  Dunbar's  destruc- 
tion of  stores,  after  General  Braddock's  defeat,  was  but  a 
faint  resemblance  of  what  we  found  here. 

The  enemy  now  lie  in  Nantasket-Road,  (about  nine  miles 
below  Boston,)  where,  and  in  King's  Road,  they  have  been 
evpr  since  their  embarkation.  How  to  account  for  their  stay 
there,  I  know  not.  The  inhabitants' of  i?osto?j  think  it  is  to 
arrange  the  lading  of  the  transports,  which  were  thrown  in  in 
such  disorder  as  to  render  it  unsafe  to  put  to  sea  until  a  new 
regulation  should  take  place.  Others  think  they  mean  to 
pass  over  the  equinoctial  gales  before  they  put  tosea.  But 
It  is  a  doubt  with  me  whether  they  may  not  be  waiting  an 
opening  (now  they  have  got  their  whole  force  collected,  no 
posts  to  guard,  and,  as  I  understand,  a  reinforcement  from  the 
West-Indies)  to  retrieve  the  honour  of  their  arms,  which 
seems,  in  the  general  opinion  of  people  here,  to  iiave  under- 
gone some  disgrace  in  this  precipitate  retreat. 

They  have  left  all  their  works  standing  on  Bunker's  Hill, 
Sic. ;  and  very  fonnidable  they  are.  Boston  has  shared  a 
much  better  fate  than  could  possibly  be  expected ;  the 
damage  done  to  the  houses  being  nothing  equal  to  report. 
We  are  now  in  full  possession  of  the  town,  and  are  fortify- 
ing the  harbour  to  prevent  a  return,  if  they  should  incline 
to  it. 

As  New-  York  is  the  most  important  object  they  can  have 
in  view,  on  account  of  its  command  of  Hudson's  River,  lead- 
ing into  Canada,  and  separating  the  Northern  and  Southern 
Colonies,  it  appeared  necessary  for  me  to  take  measures  to 
secure  h,  and,  therefore,  I  detached  six  regiments  instantly 
to  that  place ;  and,  as  soon  as  I  see  the  coast  clear,  shall 
follow  immediately  with  the  rest  of  the  Army,  leaving  a 
few  regiments  for  the  security  of  this  Government,  and  for 
executing  such  works  as  are  laid  out  for  the  defence  of  Bos- 
ton and  the  harbour. 

I  am.  Sic,  George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  Landon  Carter,  Esq.,  Virginia. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO   JOSEPH    REED. 

Cambridge,  March  25,  1776. 

Mv  DEAR  Sir  :  Since  my  last,  things  remain  nearly  in 
statu  quo.  The  enemy  have  the  best  knack  at  puzzling 
people  I  ever  met  with  in  my  life.  They  have  blown  up, 
burnt,  and  demolished  the  Castle  totally,  and  are  now  all  in 
Nantasket-Road.  They  have  been  there  ever  since  Wed- 
nesday. What  they  are  doing,  the  Lord  knows.  Various 
are  the  conjectures.  The  Bostonians  think  their  stay  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  fit  them  for  sea,  as  the  vessels,  neither 
in  themselves  nor  their  lading,  were  in  any  degree  fit  for  a 
voyage,  having  been  loaded  in  great  haste  and  much  disor- 
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der.  This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  a  deserter  from  one 
of  the  transports,  who  says  they  have  yards,  booms,  and 
bowsprits  yet  to  fix.  Othei-s  again  think  that  tliey  have  a 
mind  to  pass  over  the  e(|uinoctiiil  gale  before  they  put  out,  not 
being  in  tiie  best  condition  to  stand  one ;  others,  that  they 
are  waiting  a  reinforcement,  wliich  I  believe  has  arrived,  as 
I  have  had  an  account  of  the  sailing  of  fifteen  vessels  from 
the  West-Indies.  But  my  opinion  of  the  matter  is,  that  they 
want  to  retrieve  their  disgrace  before  they  go  off,  and  I  think 
a  favourable  opportunity  presents  itself  to  them.  They  have 
now  got  their  whole  force  into  one  collected  body,  and  no 
posts  to  guard.  We  have  detached  six  regiments  to  JVew- 
York,  and  have  many  points  to  look  to,  and,  on  Monday 
next,  ten  regiments  of  Militia,  which  were  brought  in  to 
serve  till  the  first  of  April,  will  be  disengaged.  From  former 
experience,  we  have  found  it  as  practicable  to  stop  a  torrent 
as  these  people  when  their  time  is  up.  If  this  should  be 
the  case  now,  what  more  favourable  opening  can  the  enemy 
wish  for  to  make  a  push  upon  our  lines,  nay,  upon  the  back 
of  our  lines  at  Roxbury,  as  they  can  land  two  miles  from 
them  and  pass  behind  ?  I  am  under  more  apprehension 
from  them  now  than  ever,  and  am  taking  every  precaution 
I  can  to  guard  against  the  evil ;  but  we  have  a  kind  of  peo- 
ple to  deal  with  who  will  not  fear  danger  till  the  bayonet  is 
at  their  breast ;  and  then  they  are  susceptible  enough  of  it. 
I  am  fortifying  Fort-Hill,  in  Boston,  and  demolishing  the 
lines  on  the  Neck  there,  as  they  are  a  defence  against  the 
country  only,  and  making  such  oriier  dispositions  as  appear 
necessary  for  a  general  defence.  I  can  spare  no  more  men 
till  I  see  the  enemy's  back  fairly  turned,  and  then  I  shall 
hasten  towards  New- York. 

You  mention  Mr.  fVebb,  in  one  of  your  letters,  for  an  as- 
sistant. He  will  be  agreeable  enough  to  me,  if  you  think 
him  qualified  for  the  business.  What  kind  of  a  hand  he 
writes,  I  know  not — I  believe  but  a  cramped  one  ;  latterly 
none  at  all,  as  he  has  either  the  gout  or  rheumatism,  or  both. 
He  is  a  man  fond  of  company  and  gayety,  and  is  of  a  ten- 
der constitution.  Whether,  therefore,  such  a  person  would 
answer  your  purpose  so  well  as  a  plodding,  methodical  per- 
son, whose  sole  business  should  be  to  arrange  his  papers  in 
such  order  as  to  produce  any  one  at  any  instant  it  is  called 
for,  and  capable  at  the  same  time  of  composing  a  letter,  is 
what  you  have  to  consider.  I  can  only  add,  that  I  have  no 
one  in  view  myself,  and  wish  you  success  in  your  choice ; 
being,  with  great  truth  and  sincerity,  dear  sir,  your  affec- 
tionate servant,  George  Washington. 
To  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  have  taken  occasion  to  hint  to  a  certain  gentle- 
man in  this  camp,  without  introducing  names,  my  appre- 
hensions of  his  being  concerned  in  trade.  He  protests  most 
solemnly  that  he  is  not,  directly  nor  indirectly. 


EOBERT    H.    HARBISON   TO    COLONEL    WENTWORTH. 

Cambridge,  March  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  Captain  Frazier  delivered  me  your  favour  of  the 
21st  instant.  I  have  laid  it  and  the  Captain's  petition  be- 
fore his  Excellency,  who  has  no  objection  to  the  gentlemen 
belonging  to  the  Susanna  seeking  an  opportunity  to  return 
home,  which  he  will  give  them  liberty  to  do,  upon  their 
giving  their  parole  not  to  act  inimical  to  America  during  the 
present  contest. 

The  Captain  sets  forth,  that  he  has  been  plundered  of  his 
private  property  to  die  amount  of  sixty-three  pounds  thirteen 
shillings  and  three  pence  sterling. 

This  is  a  circumstance  which  gives  great  dissatisfacUon  to 
the  General.  It  has  been  his  positive  orders  to  the  com- 
manders of  those  armed  vessels  to  guard  against  this  so 
i<mominious  behaviour  of  the  people  on  board  their  vessels. 
The  only  remedy  at  present  that  I  can  think  of  is,  to  get 
the  sufferers'  attestation  of  their  loss.  Let  them  be  paid. 
The  Captains  must  find  out  who  the  plunderers  were ;  and, 
besides  such  punishment  as  is  due  for  their  crimes,  tlie  sum 
paid  must  be  deducted  from  their  share  of  the  prize.  If 
they  cannot  fix  upon  the  defaulters,  it  must  become  a  charge 
a<'ainst  the  one-third  given  to  the  captors  by  the  Continent. 
°I  am,  sir,  yours,  &tc.,  Robert  H.  Harbison. 

To  Colonel  Joshua  Wentworth,  Portsmouth. 


DAVID    WOODWARD    TO    NEW-HAMPSHIBE    COMMITTEE    OF 

SAFETY. 

Hanover,  March  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  our  proceedings, 
which,  we  hope,  will  be  approved.  We  have  seen  a  resolve 
of  the  Congress  relative  to  such  casts,  but  imagined  the 
necessity  that  immediate  measures  should  be  taken  to  sup- 
press such  a  disorder  justified  our  proceeding  as  we  have 
done.  We  could  wish  to  have  our  duty  in  that  and  other 
cases  more  particularly  stated,  that  we  may  not  b«'  exposed 
to  exceed  our  bounds.  As  there  is  a  prosj)ect  of  further 
discoveries  of  the  like  kind  in  these  pails,  and  as  persons  not 
disposed  to  good  order,  taking  advantage  of  our  broken  state, 
have  already  begun  to  commit  outrages  on  the  property  of 
others,  which,  if  passed  unnoticed,  and  no  measures  are 
directed  for  redress,  will  be  made  use  of  as  precedents  for 
other  high-handed  iniquity,  and  the  person  and  property  of 
no  one  be  secure. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

David  Woodwabd,  Chairman. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hampshire. 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  Grafton  County,  ss. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Town  of 
Hanover,  in  said  County,  at  the  house  of  John  Paine,  Inn- 
holder  in  said  Hanover,  March  23,  1776 — 

Present :  Lieutenant  David  Woodward,  Chairman ;  Cap- 
tain Aaron  Storrs,  Bezaleel  Woodward,  I^q.,  Clerk. 

Bezaleel  Phelps,  of  Norwich,  in  the  Colony  of  New- 
York,  Yeoman,  was  brought  before  this  Committee  by  virtue 
of  a  warrant  issued  by  Bezaleel  Woodward  and  Aaron 
Storrs,  (two  of  the  Committee,)  predicated  on  his  having 
in  his  custody,  and  detaining,  a  certain  Note  of  this  Colony, 
bearing  the  face  of  a  six-shilling  Bill,  which  is  supposed  to 
have  been  fraudulendy  altered  and  increased  as  to  the  value 
or  sum  therein  expressed  by  said  Phelps,  as  by  said  warrant 
more  fully  may  appear. 

Respondent  pleads  Not  guilty. 

After  a  full  hearing  of  evidences  in  said  case,  said  Phelps 
confessed  that  he  had  burnt  said  bill,  being  conscious  that 
it  was  altered  ;  and  that,  in  case  he  may  be  excused  from 
penalty  for  detaining  said  bill  when  he  knew  it  was  counter- 
feit, he  will  disclose  to  this  Committee  the  author  of  that  and 
sundry  other  bills,  and  discover  where  some  of  said  bills  are. 
Whereupon,  said  proposal  is  agreed  to,  only  that  he  pay 
costs  hitherto  made  in  the  affair  till  they  can  be  regularly 
recovered  of  some  other  person.  Costs  taxed  at  forty 
shillings. 

Said  Phelps  then  desired  Lemuel  Paine,  of  said  Hanover, 
to  produce  a  certain  forty-shilling  Bill  which  he  received  on 
the  evening  of  the  15th  instant  of  Andrew  Wheatly,  of 
Lebanon ;  which  said  Paine,  on  request,  accordingly  did ; 
which  Bill  is  adjudged  by  this  Committee  to  have  been  al- 
tered from  a  three-shilling  Bill,  and  which  said  Lemuel,  on 
his  oath,  declares  he  received  of  said  Wheatly,  as  aforesaid. 
Committee  adjourned  to  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine 
o'clock. 

March  24. — Met  according  to  adjournment. 
Present  :*Lieutenant  David  Woodward,  Chairman ;  Cap- 
tain Aaron  Storrs,  Bezaleel  Woodward,  Esq.,  Clerk,  Com- 
mittee of  Hanover.  John  Wheatley,  Esq.,  Major  John 
Slapp,  Major  John  Griswold,  Mr.  Azariah  Bliss,  Com- 
mittee of  Lebanon. 

First.  Charles  HiU,  of  Lebanon,  Innholder,  is  brought 
before  these  Committees,  for  putting  off  and  passing  coun- 
terfeit money;  at  which  time,  Solonum  Cushman,  of  Nor- 
wich, produced  a  forty-shilling  Bill  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
Hampshire,  No.  3260,  emitted  July  25,  1775,  and  payable 
December  20,  1779;  which  is  adjudged  by  diese  Commit- 
tees to  have  been  altered  ;  which  Bill  said  Cufhinan,  on 
his  oath,  declared  he  received  of  said  CharUs  Hill,  m  pay- 
ment for  a  silk  handkerchief;  and  said  HUl  is  not  able  to 
inform  us  of  whom  he  received  it. 
Whereupon,  it  is  considered, 

And  Ordered,  That  said  Hill  pay  to  said  Cushman  the 
value  of  said  Bill,  viz :  forty  shillings,  and  costs.  Judgment. 
satisfied. 
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Second.  John  Siockbridge,  of  Hanover,  produced  to  this 
Committee  a  ten-shilling  and  six-pence  J3ill  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  dated  Janxuiry  '2,  1775;  payable  January  2, 
1777 ;  which  is  adjudged  by  this  Committee  to  have  been 
altered  from  a  two-shilling  and  six-pence  Bill  by  some  evil- 
minded  person  ;  and  the  said  John,  on  his  oath,  declares  he 
received  said  Bill  of  Ebcnezcr  Mattoon,  of  Captain  Green's 
Company,  in  Colonel  BedcVs  Regiment,  in  payment  of  a 
debt,  some  time  in  the  beginning  of  last  week. 
It  IS,  therefore,  considered, 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Mattoon  onglit,  and  is  here- 
by ordered,  to  pay  the  said  John  Stockhridge  the  apparent 
value  of  said  Bill,  viz :  ten  shillings  and  six  pence,  and  costs. 
N.  B.  March  29.  It  appears  that  said  Bill  passed  through 
sundry  hands,  from  one  Joseph  Skinner  to  said  Mattoon. 

The  Committee  tlien  resumed  die  examination  relative 
to  the  Bill  laid  before  this  Committee  yesterday  by  Lemuel 
Paine,  relative  to  which  Charles  Hill,  being  sworn,  testi- 
fies :  That,  being  at  riiis  house  on  the  evening  of  the  15rii  in- 
stant, he  saw  Joseph  Skinner,  of  Captain  Green's  Company, 
in  Colonel  BedeVs  Regiment,  put  a  bill  into  the  hand  of 
Andrew  Wheatley,  oi  Lebanon,  that  he  might  get  it  changed. 
Bezaleel  Phelps,  before-named,  being  sworn,  testifies: 
That  he  saw  Andrew  Wheatley  give  a  forty-shilling  Bill  to 
Lemuel  Paine  to  be  clianged ;  and  afterwards,  as  the  said 
Phelps  was  going  to  Dr.  Eager's  with  said  Skinner,  said 
Skinner  told  this  deponent  tliat  it  was  his  Bill  with  which 
Wheatley  paid  the  reckoning  at  said  Paine' s;  and  added, 
"  and  I  made  it  myself,  and  I  have  altered  a  good  many  Bills 
from  three  shillings  to  forty  shillings,  and  I  have  known  many 
more  altered,  both  here  and  at  Cambridge ;  and  a  person 
may  make  his  fortune  by  it  in  a  little  time."  He  also  said 
that  all  die  money  he  spent  at  Cambridge  he  altered ;  and 
further  said  to  said  Phelps,  that,  if  he  told  any  body  of  it, 
he  would  kill  him.  Said  Phelps  further  testifies :  That  he 
saw  said  Skinner  cut  certain  pieces  from  a  certain  book  or 
pamphlet,  to  use  in  altering  Bills ;  and  said  Skinner  told 
him  he  had  cut  pieces  from  it  before  to  use  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  he  would  not  take  a  thousand  pounds  for  the  book. 
Phelps  described  the  book,  and  informed  particularly  where 
he  had  left  it,  (which,  being  produced,  exhibit  strong  grounds 
to  apprehend,  from  its  appearance,  that  it  has  been  abun- 
dandy  used  for  that  purpose.)  Said  Phelps  further  testifies  : 
When  sdd  Skinner  had  some  paste  to  use  in  altering  money, 
Mrs.  Winton,  coming  into  the  room,  asked  what  it  was  for. 
Dr.  Ikger  replied,  to  paste  books ;  when  he  was  sundry  times 
in  the  room  whilst  Skinner  was  altering  Bills  with  the  paste, 
both  before  and  after  Mrs.  Winton  asked  the  question.  Said 
Phelps  further  tesufies  :  That  he  saw  said  Skinner  alter  a 
Bill  to  a  forty-shilling,  last  Sunday ;  and  this  deponent  ob- 
served Dr.  Eager  to  be  present  part  of  the  time.  Asked 
Skinner  whether  the  Doctor  knew  of  his  altering  Bills  ?  To 
which  Skinner  replied,  "  Damn  him,  yes."  Said  Phelps 
further  testifies:  That  Dr.  Eager,  at  another  time,  exa- 
mined him  whether  his  father  could  make  plates  to  stamp 
money ;  "  for,  (said  he,)  if  we  had  plates,  we  could  make 
money  very  conveniently  at  my  house,  and  nobody  would 
mistrust  us."  Said  Eager,  at  the  same  time,  added,  that 
the  reason  of  his  going  to  Canada  last  fall  was,  because  he 
was  informed  he  could  diere  get  large  quantiUes  of  counter- 
feit paper  money;  but  they  lied  to  him,  and  He  would  not 
be  caught  again  in  going  to  Canada  for  nothing. 

Whereupon,  it  is  considered  and  adjudged  by  these 
Committees  that  said  Joseph  Skinner  ought  to  pay  to  said 
Lemuel  Paine  the  apparent  value  of  said  Bill  uttered  and 
put  off  to  said  Paine,  viz :  forty  shillings,  as  appears  by  the 
foregoing  evidences,  and  die  cost  of  this  examination,  taxed 
as  follows,  viz : 
Time  and  expenses  of  three  Committee-men 

from  Hanover  two  days,  (and  one  all  night 

on  the  service,)  at  20*.  each,    -     -     -     -      £3     0     0 
Four  Committee-men  from  Lebanon  one  and 

a  half  day,  at  10s.     ------    -         200 

Three  copies  of  die  case  at  large,  with  the 

evidences,        ---------         0  10     0 

Entry  of  the  case  on  record  at  large,       -     -         0  10     0 
Attendance  of  two  evidences  one  day  each, 

at  I2s. ;  one  evidence  two  days,  at  8s.     -         10     0 
.Costs  brought  on  said  Phelps  in  die  affair,    -         2     0     0 

£9    0     0 


And  whereas  the  said  Joseph  Skinner  is  supposed  to  be 
guilty  of  altering  said  Bill  and  sundry  others ;  and  as  he 
now  belongs  to  Colonel  Timothy  BedcFs  Regiment,  in  the 
Nordiem  Department  of  the  Continental  Amiy: 

It  is  Ordered  by  this  Committee,  That  cojiies  of  this  ex- 
amination, signed  by  the  Chairman  and  Clerk,  be  delivered 
to  the  said  Colonel  Bedel,  (who  is  now  present,)  for  the  pur- 
pose, that  he  may  cause  the  said  Joseph  Skinner  to  be 
apprehended,  and  that  he  may  be  made  to  pay  the  above- 
mentioned  damage  and  costs ;  and  that  he  may  be  further 
examined  touching  his  altering  said  Bills,  and  dealt  relative 
thereto,  as  to  law  and  justice  ajipertains. 

And  it  is  further  Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing 
procedure,  signed  by  the  Chainiian  and  Clerk,  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Province,  and 
also  to  General  Washington ;  and  that  they  write  a  respect- 
ful letter  to  his  Excellency,  setting  forth  the  grounds  this 
Committee  have  to  suspect  alterations  of  money  in  like 
manner  in  the  Army  at  Cambridge. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee : 

David  Woodward,  Chairman. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes.     Attest : 

Bezaleel  Woodward,  Clerk. 

N.  B.  March  29, 1776. — Notwithstanding  die  foregoing 
respecting  Dr.  Eager,  this  Committee  are  fully  convinced 
of  his  innocence  in  the  matter. 

Per  order :  Bezaleel  Woodward,  Clerk. 


WESTMORELAND    COUNTy    (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  March  26,  1776. 

A  certain  Henry  Glass  being  summoned  before  the  Com- 
mittee, to  answer  a  complaint  preferred  against  him  by 
Martin  Fisher,  and  appearing  to  the  same ;  and  it  having 
been  proved  that  he  declared  "  the  Slaves  in  the  part  of  the 
country  he  lived  in,  being  ill-used,  he  thought  they  would 
be  justifiable  in  burning  their  Masters'  houses  over  their 
heads,  which  would  be  the  least  revenge  they  could  take ;" 
and  upon  being  charged  by  the  same  Martin  Fisher  with 
having  broken  through  the  Association,  in  demanding  a 
higher  price  for  his  goods — particularly  Coffee  and  Sugar — 
than  he  was  allowed  to  take,  and  being  threatened  with  a 
complaint  against  him  for  such  breach,  "  he  damned  the 
Committee,  and  declared  he  did  not  regard  diem,  and 
would  sell  his  goods  as  he  pleased,  and  in  their  teeth :"  As 
this  conduct  of  said  Gfass  happened  before  die  institution  of 
the  Court  appointed  to  take  cognizance  of  such  matters,  the 
Committee  have  thought  the  most  proper  mode  of  dealing 
with  him  is,  to  hold  him  out  to  the  censure  of  the  publick ; 
which  they  now  do. 

And  Ordered,  accordingly.  That  these  proceedings  be 
transmitted  to  the  Printer  to  be  published. 

Copy  from  the  Minutes : 

James  Davenport,  Clerk. 


GEORGE  PLATER  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  Or  SAFETY. 

Sotterly-Hall,  March  26,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honour  of  yours  of  die  19th  in- 
stant, communicating  your  appointment  of  me,  with  Briga- 
dier John  Dent,  to  co-operate  with  the  Commissioners  of 
Virginia  in  erecting  beacons  on  the  shores  of  Potomack 
River.  It  will  give  me  the  highest  pleasure  to  be  in  any 
manner  serviceable  to  my  country  ;  and  I  only  lament  that 
my  abilities  are  not  equal  to  my  inclination ;  but  upon  this, 
and,  I  hope,  on  every  occasion,  be  assured  they  shall  be 
exerted ;  and  that  I  am,  gendemen,  your  most  obedient, 


humble  servant. 


George  Plater. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  DANIEL  AND  SAMUEL 
HUGHES. 

[No.  87.]  Annapolis,  March  26,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  Mr. 
Lux,  advising  us  of  your  having  cast  and  bored  one  eigh- 
teen-pounder,  and  that  you  expected  to  have  four  others 
finished  by  diis  time.  Our  Board  have  appointed  Captain 
Burgess  to  prove  them,  and  desire  you  will  forward  them 
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to  Baltimore  as  fast  as  you  can  get  them  ready  to  send  oft, 
as  they  are  greatly  wanting  there. 
We  are,  &;c. 

To  Messrs.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes, 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO  COLONEL   JOSHUA 
BEALL. 
[No.  88.]  Annapolis,  March  26,  1776. 

Sir:  We  send  you,  enclosed,  commissions  to  fill  up 
Captain  Warring's  Company,  and  shall  do  the  same  by 
Captain  Richardson's,  when  you  transmit  us  the  name  of  a 
proper  person  for  Ensign.  We  send  you  also  an  order  on 
the  Treasury  for  fifty  jwunds,  for  wliicli  you  will  hereafter 
render  us  accounts.  It  will  serve  to  pay  for  wood,  candles, 
expenses,  guards,  &ic. 

We  apprehend  you  have  not  much  more  than  one  ton  of 
powder  remaining  at  Bladenshurgh,  part  of  which  will  be 
ordered  soon  to  Fiscataway,  some  part  left  where  it  is,  and 
the  remainder  will  be  ordered  up  to  our  magazine  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Annapolis,  now  getting  ready.  In  the 
mean  time,  we  desire  you  would  keep  a  guard  of  six  men, 
to  relieve  each  other,  (two  only  we  think  sufficient  to  be  on 
duty,)  their  pay  and  rations  the  same  as  when  in  actual  ser- 
vice ;  upon  which  plan  you  are  to  make  out  the  accounts 
for  tlie  attendance  of  the  guard  heretofore. 

We  are,  &tc. 
To  Colonel  Joshua  BeaU. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  BURGESS. 

[No.  89.]  Annapolis,  March  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Council  of  Safety  have  appointed  you  to  prove 
the  cannon  to  be  supplied  this  Province  by  Messrs.  Daniel 
and  Samuel  Hughes,  and  request  you  will  immediately  re- 
pair, for  that  purpose,  to  their  works  at  Antietem.  We  en- 
close you  an  order  on  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the 
Middle  District  of  Frederick  County  for  what  powder  will 
be  wanting,  and  will  defray  any  expenses  you  may  neces- 
sarily incur  on  that  service,  as  well  as  satisfy  you  for  your 
trouble.     We  are,  &.c. 

To  Captain  Burgess. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY    TO   BALTIMORE  COMJIITTEE. 
[No.  92.]  Annapolis,  March  26,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  not  as  yet  fully  determined  as  to 
the  schooner  of  Mr.  Lux,  fitted  out  for  a  tender.  We 
would  wish  her  to  be  in  such  a  situation  as  to  act,  in  case 
of  danger,  upon  short  notice ;  but  we  would  not  have  men 
inlisted,  or  provisions  purchased  for  her,  till  further  orders 
from  this  Board,  or  the  Convention.  We  are  infonned,  from 
divers  persons  of  credit,  and,  amongst  others,  from  Captain 
Nicholson  himself,  that  she  is  a  dull  sailer.  If  so,  and  we 
can  get  a  better,  we  must  remove  the  guns,  Stc,  on  board 
the  tender  hereafter  to  be  purchased,  and  make  the  best  of 
the  schooner.  We  would  not  have  her  go  any  distance,  if 
she  is  likely  to  be  instrumental  in  losing  us  a  number  of 
brave  men  and  all  her  stores.  We  have  sent  an  express 
with  order  to  Captain  Burgess  to  try  Hughes's  eighteen- 
pounders,  and  request  you  will  order  bullets  to  be  cast,  as 
soon  as  you  know  the  proper  size. 
We  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  (or  Baltimore  County. 


R.  ALEXANDER  AND  T.  JOHNSON  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL 
OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  26,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  enclosed  contains  a  state  of  the  pow- 
der and  anDs  we  have  sent  from  hence.  Willing  &/■  Morris 
still  assure  us  they  daily  expect  an  arrival  of  powder  to  en- 
able them  to  furnish  us  with  the  quantity  they  contracted 
for.  They  were  but  partly  interested  in  the  saltpetre  which 
arrived,  and  had  not  the  management  of  it ;  nor  was  it  in 
their  power  to  procure  any  of  it  to  be  manufactured  for  us, 
the  Congress  having,  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  salt- 
petre, taken  up  all  for  the  use  of  the 'powder-mills.  If  you 
think  it  necessary,  we  have  no  doubt  but  that  we  can  bor- 


row a  ton  of  powder  more,  as  it  begins  now  to  come  in 
from  the  mills.  We  should  be  inclined  to  borrow  and  for- 
ward it,  but  that  we  think  the  additional  expense  and  risk 
cannot  be  justified  but  by  necessity.  We  should  have  a 
return  of  the  muskets  furnished  the  'Hornet  and  Wasp,  with 
the  powder ;  but  the  Congress  have  it  not  in  their  power. 
Mr.  Rittenhonse  has  been  pressed  to  get  the  plates  done. 
He  has  been  lately  chosen  into  the  Assembly,  which  ha.s 
been  sitting  a  good  while  past.  He  promises  to  let  us  have 
plates  to  begin  (enough  for  one  sheet)  next  we«k  ;  the  paper 
was  to  be  finished  about  this  time.  Enclosed  you  have  the 
pay  in  the  marine  service,  and  for  three  Independent  com- 
panies. You  will  be  pleased  to  attend  to  the  memorandum 
at  bottom. 

There  is  no  getting  camp-kettles  or  canteens  on  any 
terms,  or,  at  least,  on  such  tenns  as  you  could  submit  to. 
Instead  of  canteens,  the  Congress  has  been  obliged  to  sub- 
stitute little  kegs.  There  is  no  arrival  here  of  any  tin.  The 
price  of  duck,  and,  indeed,  of  every  kind  of  linen,  exceeds 
here  what  it  does  with  you.  Anything  of  the  kind  cannot 
be  got  at  scarce  any  price ;  nor  could  it  when  T.  J.  got  to 
Philadelphia ;  wherefore  no  attempt  was  made  to  get  knap- 
sacks and  haversacks.  Proper  materials  may  arrive  in  Po- 
tomack,  or  from  Vanhibber,  time  enough,  we  hope.  What 
was  sent  down  of  Vanhibber' s  cargo  will  answer  for  these 
purposes,  and  for  tents.  The  duck  is  too  heavy  for  any 
use  about  our  troops.  We  have  sold  the  Holland  duck  at 
eight  pounds  ten  shillings,  and  the  Russia  duck  at  seven 
pounds  ten  shillings  a  piece.  The  sale  was  to  the  Con- 
gress for  the  use  of  the  frigates,  and  to  the  Virginians  for 
their  armed  vessels. 

Immediately  on  T.  J.'s  coming  to  Philadelphia,  he  and 
JR.  A.  mentioned  the  Defence  to  the  Marine  Committee, 
either  to  sell  or  have  insured.  They  seemed  not  very  fond 
of  taking  her  off  our  hands.  Before  the  matter  was  totally 
given  up  Captain  Squire's  expedition  was  defeated.  T.  J. 
confirms  our  opinion,  that  if  any  depredations  should  take 
place  after  we  had  parted  from  the  vessel,  it  would  be  imputed 
to  the  sale  of  her ;  and  there  is  no  idea  of  Congress  taking 
her  off  our  hands,  but  on  subjecting  her  to  the  uncontrolled 
orders  of  die  Congress.  We  have,  dierefore,  thought  it  best 
to  let  diis  matter  rest  till  the  Convention.  Mr.  R.  A.  has 
received  of  the  Congress  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  to  exchange  for  gold  and  silver ;  of  which,  on 
C.  S.'s  order,  he  let  him  have  one  hundred  and  five.  The 
rest  Mr.  Buchanan  comes  down  with.  The  change  for  the 
money  T.  /.  brought  up,  and  for  Major  Jenifer's  half-Joes 
is  put  up  separately.  Would  it  not  be  well  that  some  per- 
son in  Baltimore  Town  should  be  specially  appointed  to 
take  charge  and  keep  accounts  of  all  things  sent  there  for 
the  publick  use. 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  evacuation  of  Boston.  We 
have  not  yet  received  any  account  of  the  course  the  fairies 
went.  Some  think  they  are  destined  for  New-  York ;  others 
for  the  southward  ;  but  most  for  Halifax. 

We  are,  gendemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 

obedient  servants,  r,     . 

'  K.  Alexander, 

Thomas  Johnson. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


ELBRIDGE    GERRY    TO    JAMES    WARREN. 

Philadelphia,  March  26,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir:  Two  days  ago  the  agreeable  news  of  the 
evacuation  of  Boston  reached  this  place,  on  which  give  me 
leave  to  congratulate  you.  What  an  occurrence  is  this  to 
be  known  in  Europe !  How  are  Pariiamentary  pretensions 
to  be  reconciled  ?  Eight  or  ten  thousand  British  Ti-oops, 
it  has  been  said,  are  sufficient  to  overrun  America ;  and  yet 
that  number  cf  their  veterans,  posted  in  Boston,  (a  peninsula 
fortified  by  nature,  defended  by  works  the  product  of  two 
years'  industry,  surrounded  by  na^'igable  waters,  supported 
by  ships-of-war,  and  commanded  by  their  best  Generals,)  are 
driven  off  by  about  one-thirtieth  of  the  power  of  America. 

Surely  the  invincible  veterans  laboured  under  some  great 
disadvantage  from  want  of  provisions  or  military  stores, 
which  the  Americans  were  amply  provided  with  !  Directly 
the  reverse.  They  had  provisions  enough,  ammunition, 
muskets,  and  accoutrements  for  every  man,  and  a  piece  of 
ordnance  for  every  fifteen  ;  while  the  Americans  were  almost 
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destitute  of  all  these,  and  after  twelve  months'  collection, 
had  only  a  sufficiency  of  powder  to  tune  their  cannon  for 
six  or  eigiit  days.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  how  Great  Britain 
will  reconcile  all  this  to  her  military  glory.  Her  conquests 
in  America,  I  am  certain,  will  never  do  it.  Congress  have 
voted  thanks  to  the  General,  and  all  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Army,  and  ordered  a  medal  of  gold,  with  a  suitable 
device,  to  be  presented  to  the  former.  I  hope,  however, 
that  this  success  will  not  abate  your  exertions  to  obtain,  by 
your  own  manufactures,  sufficient  supplies  of  military  articles  ; 
jbr  on  diese,  and  die  discipline  of  your  Militia,  depend  your 
liberty. 

You  are  desirous  of  knowing  what  capital  measures  are  pro- 
posed in  Congress.  1  refer  you  to  Colonel  Orne  for  what 
is  done  concerning  privateering,  and  I  hope  soon  that  all 
your  ports  will  be  open,  and  a  free  trade  be  allowed  with 
;dl  nations.  This  will  not,  in  itself,  satisfy  you  ;  and  1  hope 
nothing  will,  short  of  a  detennination  o{  America  to  hold 
her  rank  in  the  creation,  and  give  law  to  herself.  1  doubt 
not  this  will  soon  take  place ;  and  am  sure  ^ew-England 
will  not  be  satisfied  widi  less,  since  not  only  the  Govern- 
ment, but  the  people  oi Great  Britain,  are  corrupt,  and  des- 
titute of  publick  virtue. 

I  sincerely  wish  you  would  originate  instructions,  express- 
ed with  decency  and  firmness — ^your  own  style — and  give 
your  sentiments  as  a  Court  in  favour  of  independency.  I  am 
certain  it  would  tuni  many  doubtful  minds,  and  produce  a 
reversal  of  the  contrary  instructions  adopted  by  some  Assem- 
blies. Some  timid  minds  are  terrified  at  the  word  Indepen- 
dence. If  you  think  caution  in  this  respect  good  policy, 
change  the  name. 

America  has  gone  such  lengths  she  cannot  recede  ;  and 
I  and  convinced  that  a  few  weeks,  or  months  at  farthest, 
will  convince  her  of  the  fact ;  but  the  fruit  must  have  time 
to  rijien  in  some  of  the  other  Colonies.  In  New-England, 
the  hot-bed  of  sedition,  (as  North  has  impudently  called 
Boston,)  it  has  already  come  to  maturity.  Would  it  not 
be  good  policy  for  the  New-England  Governments  to  think 
of  die  matter,  and  adopt  similar  measures  ?  Perhaps  a  cir- 
cular letter,  and  the  publication  of  your  instructions,  would 
accomplish  much.  Is  it  not  curious  that  the  British  Minis- 
try should  know  so  little  of  our  feelings  or  character,  that, 
after  seizing  our  property,  burning  our  towns,  and  destroying 
their  inhabitants,  they  should  make  an  act  to  interdict  our 
trade,  and  suppose  that  Towns,  Counties,  and  Colonies  will 
bury  in  oblivion  all  former  abuses,  and  subscribe  themselves 
slaves,  in  order  to  be  rescued  from  the  severities  of  this  com- 
mercial tyranny?  This  is  an  instance  of  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  the  British  Ministry  !  Have  they  not  yet  ascer- 
tained that  we  know  our  rights,  or,  at  least,  that  we  think 
we  know  them  ?  Have  they  not  learned  that  we  can  defend 
them,  too  ? 

I  remain  your  friend,  E.  Gerry. 

To  James  Warren,  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  at 
Watertoum. 


FHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  7 
March  26,  1776.      j 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress  did  lately  Resolve, 
"  that  if  any  person  shall  be  so  lost  to  all  virtue  and  regard 
for  this  country  as  to  reftise  to  receive  the  Bills  of  Credit 
emitted  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  or  should  obstruct  or 
discourage  the  currency  thereof,  and  be  convicted  by  the 
Committee  of  the  City,  County,  or  District,  where  he  should 
reside,  such  person  should  be  deemed,  published,  and  treated 
as  an  enemy  of  this  country,  and  be  precluded  from  all  trade 
or  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies ;"  and 
whereas  Benjamin  Sharpkss,  of  this  city,  being  charged 
with  a  breach  of  diis  Resolve,  in  refusing  to  receive  the 
above  Bills  of  Credit  in  payment,  appeared  before  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  City  and  Liberties,  acknowledged  die  truth 
of  the  charge,  and  alleged  in  his  defence  scruples  of  con- 
science thereupon,  as  being  money  emitted  for  die  purpose 
of  war: 

The  Committee,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  charge  and  defence ;  and  were  of 
opinion  that,  if  such  allegation  was  true,  yet,  as  the  Con- 
gress have  made  no  exception,  and  as  such  conduct  tends 
to  subvert  die  most  essential  rijjhts  and  liberties  of  their  fel- 


low-citizens, and,  by  destroying  the  means  of  defence,  to 
expose  their  lives  and  properties  to  unavoidable  ruin,  it  ought 
not  to  be  admitted.  But  it  appearing,  by  his  own  acknow- 
ledgment, diat  helms  heretofore  received,  and  does  condnue 
to  receive.  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  in  this  and  the  neighbour- 
ing Provinces,  though  frequently  issued  for  the  purjxjses  of 
war ;  therefore,  such  objecdon  is  not  well  founded,  nor  die 
present  pretence  consistent  with  his  former  conduct.  The 
Committee,  therefore,  (the  party  having  declared  he  did  not 
mean  to  appeal  to  any  other  Board,)  do  unanimously  hold 
up  to  die  worid  die  said  Benjamin  Sharpkss  as  an  enemy 
to  his  country,  and  precluded  from  all  trade  or  intercourse 
with  die  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

R.  Strettell  Jones,  Secretary. 

Committee-Chamber,  March  26,  1776. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Committee  that  some 
avaricious  and  designing  persons  are  endeavouring,  by  va- 
rious designs,  to  elude  the  late  Resolutions  of  this  Commit- 
tee touching  the  prices  of  Sugar,  Coffee,  Rum,  Molasses, 
Pepper,  &ic. :  in  order,  therefore,  that  suitable  measures 
may  be  immediately  taken  with  such  persons,  the  Commit- 
tee will  sit  on  the  i29th  instant,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
at  the  Philosophical-Hall,  in  Second-street,  in  order  to 
receive  any  complaints  that  may  be  made  on  that  head. 
And  they  do  request  all  persons  who  have  any  knowledge 
of  such  practices  either  to  attend  the  Committee  personal- 
ly, or  acquaint  them  by  letter  who  the  offenders  are,  and 
the  circumstances  of  such  offence,  so  far  as  they  have  come 
to  their  knowledge. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observa- 
tion of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia : 

R.  S.  Jones,  Secretary. 


nkw-jehsey  committee  of  safety. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  26,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  considering  the  critical  situa- 
tion of  the  City  and  Province  of  New- York,  represented 
in  the  Letters  from  Brigadier-Generals  Thompson  and  Lord 
Stirling,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress to  this  Committee  on  that  subject, 

Do  Order  and  Resolve,  That  three  Battalions  of  Militia 
be  drafted  out  of  die  Militia  of  this  Province,  in  the  man- 
ner follow  ing,  viz : 

From  Hunterdon  County,  four  hundred  and  forty  men  ; 
and  fix)m  Burlington  County,  two  hundred  and  twenty  men  ; 
who  are  to  join  and  form  one  Battalion. 

From  Somerset,  two  hundred  and  twenty  men  ;  fiiom  iSt«- 
sex,  two  hundred  and  twenty  men ;  and  from  Morris,  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men ;  who  are  to  form  anodier  Battalion. 

From  Middlesex,  one  hundred  men ;  from  Monmouth, 
one  hundred  and  forty  men  ;  from  Essex,  two  hundred  and 
twenty  men  ;  and  from  Bergen,  tw  o  hundred  men ;  which 
are  likewise  to  join  and  fonn  another  Battalion. 

The  whole  to  march  to  die  City  of  New-York  with 
the  greatest  expedition,  under  the  command  of  the  Briga- 
dier-Generals Dickerson  and  Livingston,  and  such  Field- 
Officers,  Captains,  and  Subalterns,  as  are  necessary  to  com- 
mand the  said  Battalions. 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  service,  twelve 
Wagons  be  furnished  to  the  Generals  to  carry  the  baggage 
of  die  several  Battalions. 

Whereas,  from  tlie  scarcity  of  Arms,  the  drafts  may  not 
all  be  properly  provided  with  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Com- 
panies of  Militia  to  lend  their  Arms  to  such  as  may  want 
them ;  and  if  a  sufficient  number  cannot  be  obtained  in  a 
voluntary  manner,  the  several  Captains  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  impress  them,  so  as  to  completely  equip  such  as 
are  going  upon  the  present  important  service ;  the  Arms  so 
lent  or  impressed,  to  be  apprabed  by  indifferent  persons; 
if  lost  or  damaged  in  action  or  real  service,  the  value  to  be 
paid  to  the  owner  by  the  Province ;  if  lost  or  injured  by 
negligence,  the  occupier  to  make  good  the  damages. 

Resolved,  That  the  Generals  may  draw  on  the  Treasury 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  oi  New-Jersey  for  the  sum  of 
one  diousand  Pounds,  if  so  much  be  necessary  for  die  sub- 


509 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MARCH,  1776. 


510 


sistence  of  the  Troops  on  their  march  to  the  City  of  Neiv- 
York. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 


i 


NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY  TO    PRESIDENT  OF  CON- 
GRESS. 

[Read  March  29,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  J. 
Adams.] 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  March  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  the  month  of  February  last,  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress received,  amongst  other  things,  resolutions  of  the  ho- 
nourable Continental  Congress,  dated  the  17th,  under  the 
hands  of  the  President  and  Secretary,  "  that  the  sum  of 
thirty-five  thousand  Dollars  be  advanced  to  the  Convention 
or  Committee  o{  Sa.kty  of  New-York,  for  the  support  of 
the  Troops  employed  for  the  defence  of  that  Colony ;"  "  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  New-York  to  contract  with  proper  persons  for 
supplying  the  said  Troops  with  the  Rations  allowed  by 
Congress,  and  Fuel  and  other  necessaries,  on  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms  in  their  power." 

To  prevent  trouble,  we  enclose  an  exact  copy  of  the 
said  two  resolutions,  marked  No.  1. 

The  Provincial  Congress  appointed  a  Committee  to  re- 
ceive proposals  of  contracts  for  supplying  the  said  troops, 
which  Committee  caused  the  rations  and  other  necessaries 
to  be  supplied,  to  be  published  in  the  New-York  newspa- 
pers ;  and,  agreeable  to  their  advertisement,  received  all  pro- 
posals offered  for  that  purpose,  sealed  up  to  prevent  collu- 
sions as  far  as  possible. 

After  every  care  and  precaution  taken,  the  Provincial 
Congress,  on  the  15th  o(  March,  accepted  of  the  proposals 
of  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  for  supplying  the  said  troops — 
his  being  the  most  reasonable  that  were  offered  ;  and  on  the 
16th  the  contract  was  perfected  and  executed  by  five  gen- 
tlemen, from  different  Counties,  on  behalf  of  the  Provincial 
Congi-ess,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  above-mentioned,  and 
by  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston. 

We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  Contract,  (No.  2,)  and  there- 
fore need  not  repeat  its  contents. 

Mr.  Livingston  has  by  bond  given  sufficient  sureties,  in 
the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  to  perform  his  contract ; 
and  the  Provincial  Congress  have  agreed  to  advance  him 
five  thousand  pounds,  and  to  pay  him  five  thousand  pounds 
at  the  expiration  of  every  month,  if  the  support  of  the  troops 
by  him  supplied  shall  amount  to  that  sum. 

In  pursuance  of  those  agreements,  Mr.  Livingston  has 
purchased  provisions  to  a  very  large  amount.  The  Provin- 
cial Congress  were  induced  to  make  the  said  contract,  not 
only  because  it  was  the  most  reasonable  terms  then  in  their 
power,  but,  considering  the  risk  and  expense  of  transporta- 
tion, should  any  force  obstruct  the  navigation  between  this 
city  and  King's  County,  or  between  the  city  and  the  High- 
lands, because  the  contract  would  be  highly  advantageous 
to  the  Continent. 

Yesterday  we  saw  a  resolution  of  Congress,  "  That  Car- 
penter Wharton,  Commissary,  be  continued,  agreeable  to  his 
contract,  to  supply  with  rations  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions 
serving  in  New-York,"  and  were  favoured  with  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Diiane,  recommending  him  as  contractor  for  the 
regiments  raised  in  the  Colony,  on  the  same  terms  he  is 
allowed  for  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions.  We  are  sorry 
that  it  is  now  out  of  our  power  to  contract  with  that  gen- 
tleman, even  should  he  be  willing  to  supply  the  troops 
here  on  the  same  terms  he  does  the  others. 

The  Provincial  Congress  of  New-York  were  not  only 
directed  "  to  contract  for  the  troops  employed  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  Colony,"  but  the  method  directed  appeared 
the  most  eligible,  as  the  larger  the  contract  offered,  the 
more  reasonable  terms  were  to  be  expected,  and  could  be 
afforded. 

Should  Congress  determine  to  supersede  what  has  been 
done  in  this  Colony,  as  far  forth  as  it  relates  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania Battalions,  we  will  endeavour  to  make  the  best 
terms  we  can  with  Mr.  Livingston  as  to  that  part  of  his 
contract,  and  are  inclined  to  believe  he  will  not  take  any 
unreasonable  advantages  of  the  gentlemen  bound  to  him  in 
the  contract,  or  of  the  publick. 

Whatever  further  directions  Congress  may  think  proper 


in  their  wisdom  to  give  in  the  premises,  we  would  wish  t» 
receive  wit!)  all  convenient  speed. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servants. 

William  Paulding,   Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President,  &,c. 

U^o-  !■]  In  Congress,  February  17,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  Dollare 
be  advanced  to  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of 
New-York,  for  the  supjwrt  of  the  Troops  employed  in  the 
defence  of  that  Colony,  the  said  Convention  or  Committee 
of  Safety  to  be  accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof;  and 
that  an  order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  above  sum, 
in  favour  of  the  Delegates  of  that  Colony,  who  are  directed 
to  forward  the  same  with  all  convenient  speed. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Convention  or  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  New-  York  to  contract  with  proper  persons 
for  supplying  the  said  Troops  with  the  Rations  allowed  by 
Congress,  and  Fuel  and  other  necessaries,  on  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms  in  their  power. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

By  order  of  Congress : 

John  Hancock,  President. 

A  true  copy,  filed  with  the  Minutes  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, New- York.  -,         ^ ,  ^  ci      . 

John  McKesson,  Secretary. 

[No.  2.] 
Articles  of  Agreement  indented  and  made  this  sixteenth  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  between  Abraham  Livingston, 
of  the  City  of  New-York,  Merchant,  of  the  one  part ;  and 
Nathaniel  Woodhvll,  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Abraham  Yates, 
Jun.,  Morris  Graham,  and  William  Paulding,  and  the 
survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  on  behalf  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New- York,  pursuant  to  a.  Re- 
solution of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the  seventeenth 
day  of  February  last  past,  of  the  other  part,  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

The  said  Abraham  Livingston  doth  hereby  covenant,  pre- 
mise, and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  parties  of  the  second 
part,  and  the  survivor  and  survivors  of  them,  that  he,  the  said 
Abraham  Livingston,  shall  and  will  furnish  and  supply  such 
troops  as  are  or  shall  be  employed  for  the  defence  of  this 
Colony  in  the  City  and  County  of  New- York,  King'i 
County,  and  at  the  fortifications  now  erecting  in  the  High- 
lands, for  the  tenn  of  six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  with 
good  and  wholesome  provisions,  and  with  soap  and  candles, 
agreeable  to  the  rations  or  quantities  allowed  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  at  ten  pence  half-penny.  New-  York  cur- 
rency, per  ration  per  man  ;  each  ration  to  consist  of  the  fol- 
lowing kinds  and  quantities  of  provisions,  to  wit :  one  pound 
of  beef,  or  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  pork,  or  one  pound 
of  salt-fish,  per  day ;  one  pound  of  bread  or  flour  per  day ; 
three  pints  of  peas  or  beans  per  week,  or  vegetables  equiva- 
lent, at  one  dollar  per  bushel  for  peas  or  beans ;  one  pint  of 
milk  per  man  per  day,  or  at  the  rate  of  one  seventy-second 
of  a  dollar ;  one  quart  of  spruce  beer  or  cider  per  man  per 
day,  or  nine  gallons  of  molasses  for  a  hundred  men  per 
week ;  half  a  pint  of  rice  or  one  pint  of  Indian  meal  per 
man  per  week ;  three  pounds  of  candles  to  one  hundred 
men  per  week  for  guards ;  and  t\\  enty-four  pounds  of  soft 
or  eight  jjounds  of  hard  soap  per  hundred  men  per  week. 
Which  several  articles  he,  the  said  Abraham  Livingston,  is 
to  deliver  at  the  City  and  County  of  Ne%v-  York,  and  in 
King's  County,  and  at  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands, 
at  proper  storehouses  to  be  provided  by  the  parties  of  the 
second  part  in  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York,  and  In 
King's  County,  and  at  each  of  the  said  fortifications  in  the 
Highlands,  so  as  that  tlie  said  Abraham  Livingston  may 
not  be  put  to  the  expense  of  more  dian  one  cartage  to  each 
of  the  said  storehouses ;  which  rations  he,  the  said  Abra- 
ham Livingston,  doth  covenant  to  deliver  to  the  Quarter- 
master of  the  troops  stationed  or  to  be  stationed  at  each 
of  the  said  places ;  and  in  case  it  shall  be  thought  neces- 
sary for  the  publick  service  to  transport  or  carry  any  of  the 
said  rations  from  the  said  storehouses,  so  to  be  provided  as 
aforesaid,  to  any  other  place  or  places,  it  is  understood  that 
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tJie  charge  and  expense  of  such  second  carriage  or  transporta- 
tion siiall  be  paid  by  tlie  parties  of  the  second  part,  or  the 
survivor  or  survivors  of  them.  And  the  said  Abraham 
Livingston  dodi  further  covenant,  .promise,  and  agree,  to 
and  with  tiie  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  to  furnish  the 
troops  at  each  of  the  aforesaid  places  widi  fire-wood,  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  shilhngs.  New- York  currency,  per  cord  ; 
and  straw,  at  the  rate  of  diirty  shillings  for  everj'  hun- 
dred sheafs,  including  cartage,  provided  he,  the  said  Abra- 
ham Livingston,  is  put  to  no  more  than  one  cartage  to 
either  of  the  said  places.  And  the  said  parties  of  the  se- 
cond part,  and  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  do  hereby 
promise  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  Abraham  Living- 
ston, that,  if  it  should  so  hai)pen  that  any  such  provisions, 
wood,  or  straw,  for  die  purposes  aforesaid,  should  be  taken 
or  destroyed  any  otherwise  than  by  the  carelessness  or  ne- 
gligence of  the  said  Abraham  Livingston,  or  his  agent  or 
agents,  that  then,  and  in  diat  case,  die  loss  that  shall  or  may 
tliereupon  accrue  shall  be  sustained  by  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part,  and  the  survivor  or  survivoi-s  of  them. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  to  diese  presents  have 
hereunto  interchangeably  set  dieir  hands  and  seals  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written. 

Abraham  Livingston,  [l.  s.] 
Nathaniel  Woodhull,  [l.  s.] 
Isaac  Roosevelt,  [l.  s.] 

Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  [l.  s.] 
Morris  Graham,  [l.  s.] 

William  Paulding,  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  (the  word  Li- 
vingston, in  the  fifth  line,  being  fiirst  interiined :) 

Robert  Benson, 
John  McKesson. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York. 

This  is  a  true  copy.     Examined  by 

John  McKesson,  Secretary. 


ISAAC    SEARS   TO   NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

New- York,  March  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  order  of  Major-General  Lee,  I  was  sent  to 
Long-Island  on  an  expedition  widi  a  Captain's  company. 
Enclosed  is  the  General's  instructions  for  that  purpose, 
whereby  an  expense  has  accrued ;  and  I  am  informed  that 
the  Committee  of  Safety  has  refused  paying  that  expense  ; 
and  if  they  will  not  pay  die  billeting,  it  must  be  laid  before 
the  Continental  Congress.  But  I  cannot  suppose,  when 
your  honourable  Board  reconsiders  the  matter,  they  will 
hesitate  paying  the  expense,  as  it  must  at  last  be  a  Conti- 
nental charge. 

1  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Isaac  Sears. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  9,  1776.] 

Albany,  March  26,  1776. 

Sir:  General  Wooster  has  recommended  the  bearer 
(Major  Zedturitz)  to  me  in  such  terms,  that  I  should  not  do 
him  justice  were  I  not  to  introduce  him  to  you.  He  carries 
down  a  number  of  prisoners  to  New-Brunswick,  with  a 
recommendation  to  the  Committee  of  that  place  to  disjTOse 
of  them  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully  and  most  truly,  your  very 
obedient  and  humble  servant,  ^^^^^  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


GENERAL    WOOSTER  TO   THE    CONGRESS. 

Montreal,  March  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  bearer.  Major  Zedtwitz,  in  the  unfor- 
tunate attempt  upon  Quebeck,  fell  down  a  rock,  which  has 
brought  on  a  disorder  I  fear  he  will  never  recover  from.  He 
h  a  brave  deserving  officer,  and  as  such  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
commend him  to  your  notice. 

I  am,  genUemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

David  Wooster. 

To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  brigadier-general  ARNOLD, 
DATED  HOLLAND-HOUSE,  MARCH  26  AND  28,   1776. 

You  doubtless  expect  news  from  me,  but  1  can  write  you 
very  litde.  I  expected  before  this  to  have  had  a  reinforce- 
ment of  three  or  four  thousand  men,  but  have  not  received 
one  thousand.  We  have  been  some  time  busy  in  collecting 
materials  for  batteries — one,  of  four  guns,  on  Point-Levi,  I 
expect  will  be  opened  in  two  or  diree  days,  which  will  com- 
mand the  shipping  and  great  part  of  the  town  ;  and  one  on 
die  Heights  of  Abraham  of  eight  guns,  one  howitzer  and  two 
mortars ;  which  I  hope  will  have  the  desired  effect ;  in  case 
they  fail,  we  have  ladders,  &tc.,  for  a  storm.  The  frigate  in 
die  harbour  is  bending  her  sails,  I  am  apprehensive  with  in- 
tention to  give  us  the  slip  as  soon  as  the  ice  will  permit ;  to 
prevent  which,  we  have  one  gondola,  w  itli  a  twelve-pounder 
mounted,  and  are  preparing  another  of  the  same  strength, 
which  I  am  in  hopes  will  command  the  river.  We  labour 
under  almost  as  many  difficulties  as  the  Israelites  did  of  old, 
obliged  to  make  brick  widiout  straw.  However,  we  hope 
mattere  wUl  take  a  more  favourable  turn.  The  season  re- 
mains very  severe  here.  We  have  near  five  feet  snow  on 
the  ground,  and  in  most  places  sufficiently  hard  to  bear  a 
man  and  horse,  though  under  the  snow  the  frost  is  entirely 
out  of  the  ground.  We  have  four  hundred  sick  and  wound- 
ed in  the  hospitals.  Captain  Schillenger,  of  Long-Island, 
and  Mr.  Seaban,  of  Massachusetts,  died  here  a  few  days 
since ;  the  latter  was  the  first  volunteer  who  arrived  here 
after  our  rejiulse,  with  a  company.  I  am  so  far  recovered 
of  my  wound,  that  two  days  since  I  rode  fourteen  miles  on 
horseback,  and  walked  five  more,  reconnoitring,  which  fa- 
tigued me  so  much  I  have  hardly  been  able  to  walk  since. 

March  28,  1776. — ^Three  days  since  I  had  advice  that 
a  party  of  sixty  men  fixim  Quebeck  were  landed  at  St. 
Pierre's,  ten  leagues  down  the  river,  and  that  they  had  seized 
a  convoy  of  provisions  coming  to  the  camp,  with  two  Com- 
missaries. I  immediately  sent  Major  Dubois,  with  eighty 
men,  in  pursuit  of  them,  who  came  up  with  a  party  of  fifty- 
odd,  attacked  and  killed  two,  wounded  two  others,  and  took 
thirty-eight  prisoners,  (most  of  them  French,)  who  are  just 
arrived  here.  Major  Dubois  wrote  that  he  had  intelligence 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  being  in  anns  below.  Colonel 
Nicholson  has  joined  him  with  seventy  men,  and  are  gone 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  and  will,  I  make  no  doubt,  give  a 
good  account  of  them.  The  inhabitants  are  generally  in  our 
favour,  and  many  of  them  have  taken  up  arms  for  us,  or 
rather,  for  themselves. 


WINTHROP    SARGENT    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Gloucester,  March  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  When  I  wrote  you  last,  I  was  in  hopes  of  saving 
the  largest  part  of  Captain  Watt's  cargo;  but  the  stonn 
coming  on  directly  after  the  ship  was  on  fire,  the  casks  w  ere 
stove  against  the  rocks  as  soon  as  they  struck  die  shore. 
There  was  not  one  cask  saved  after  I  wrote  to  your  Excel- 
lency. Below,  you  have  an  account  of  what  is  saved.  Some 
of  the  casks,  which  I  thought  was  porter,  is  vinegar  and 
crout.  Should  be  glad  to  know  whether  I  must  libel  what 
is  saved. 

Last  night  at  sundown,  die  fleet,  (about  seventy  sail,) 
passed  our  Cape,  steering  about  east  by  south,  distant  about 
six  leagues. 

I  remain,  your  Excellency's  very  humble  servant, 

WiNTHROP  Sargent,  Agent. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Nineteen  barrels  of  porter;  6  hogsheads  of  porter;  17 
quarter  casks  of  porter — total  42.  9  hogsheads  of  vinegar ; 
2  barrels  of  crout ;  2  cables  ;  3  anchors  ;  1  hawser ;  2  iron 
hulks  ;  3  copper  hulks ;  sails  and  running  rigging  ;  2  boats ; 
sundry  blocks  ;  3  hogsheads. 


JOHN  THOMAS  BOUCHER  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  March  27,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Since  receiving  the  enclased, 
have  been  in  company  with  Colonel  George  Mason,  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  Mr.  Dalton.  At  dieir  request,  do  now  solicit  your 
permission  to  quit  the  service  of  this  Province,  and  enter 
into  that  of  Virginia,  which  will  be  much  more  beneficial 
to  me. 
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Your  compliance  will  much  oblige,  honourable  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient,  liunible  servant, 

John  Thomas  Boucher. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  COLONEL  MAGRUDER. 

[No.  90.]  Annapolis,  March  27,  1776. 

Sir:  The  privates  of  the  company  of  MUitia  lately  com- 
manded by  Captain  Richard  Brooke,  have  petitioned  our 
Board  to  commission  Nathaniel  Pigman  as  their  Captain  ; 
Benjamin  Gaither,  First  Lieutenant ;  and  Samuel  Riggs, 
Second  Lieutenant.  But  as  we  have  invariably  promoted 
those  who  were  fii'st  elected  by  the  people,  in  the  order  they 
stood  under  that  choice,  we  cannot  prefer  either  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Gaither  or  Mr.  Riggs  to  William,  Gaither,  who  was 
Ensign  to  the  company,  unless  there  should  appear  substan- 
tial objections  against  his  being  advanced  to  the  First  Lieu- 
tenancy. We  desire,  therefore,  you  will  infonn  us  whether 
you  apprehend  William  Gaither  would  be  an  improper  per- 
son to  fill  that  station,  and  whether  tlie  others  would  answer 
for  Second  Lieutenant  and  Ensign.  Or  if  you  think  there 
are  gentlemen  in  that  company  more  deserving  preferment, 
we  should  be  glad  you  would  mention  them  to  us. 

We  are,  &ic. 
To  Colonel  Zadock  Magruder. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   JOHN   YOAST. 

[No.  91.]  Annapolis,  March  27,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Council  of  Safety  desire  you  will  be  as  expe- 
ditious as  you  possibly  can  in  supplying  the  muskets,  &.C., 
you  engaged  to  make  for  the  Province ;  and  inform  us 
whether  you  have  any  now  completed,  as  we  are  in  very 
great  want  of  them,  and  will  send  for  them  as  soon  as  you 
have  a  number  ready.  We  are,  &tc. 
To  Mr.  John  Yoast. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY   TO  LIEUTENANT  BOUCHER. 
[No.  93.]  Annapolis,  March  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  cannot  opjpose  the  preferment  of  a  gentleman 
who  has  manifested  a  laudable  zeal  for  his  country ;  and, 
therefore,  accept  of  your  resignation.  This  we  do  with  the 
less  reluctance,  as  your  station  may  still  afford  you  an  op- 
portunity of  giving  assistance  to  our  Province. 

We  thank  you  for  the  services  you  have  rendered  us,  and 
wish  you  success  in  the  command  of  the  Potomack  Fleet. 

We  are,  &c. 
To  Lieutenant  John  Thomas  Boucher. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    CHARLES    CARROLL. 

[No.  94.]  Annapolis,  March  27,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  We  send  you,  enclosed,  a  letter  to- the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County.  If  you  ap- 
prove, seal  it  and  send  it  to  them.  Since  writing,  we  have 
seen  Mr.  Lmv,  and  have  had  some  conversation  with  him 
about  the  Committee's  detaining  the  two  vessels  belonging 
to  Hugh  Young — one  intended  to  bring  us  arms  and  ammu- 
nition, the  other  salt.  Young  tells  us  that  the  first  has  been' 
unloaded,  and  is  kept  with  intention  to  sink  as  a  hulk ;  and 
that  the  other  is  employed  in  bringing  in  ship-timber  for  the 
frigate  now  building — no  consent  of  his,  and  contrary  to 
express  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  20th  instant. 
We  wish  to  have  this  affair  cleared  up  to  our  satisfaction. 
Mr.  Lmx  knows  nothing  of  the  matter.  We  request  that 
you  would  converse  with  some  of  the  Committee,  and  let 
us  know  how  everything  has  been  conducted. 

T.  Smyth  is  going  to  the  Eastern-Shore  on  Friday  or 
Saturday.  The  meeting  of  the  adjourned  Provincial  Court 
next  week,  and  a  day  appointed  for  hearing  the  Elkridge 
Petition,  prevents  our  coming  to  Baltimore.  We  wish  to 
have  both  yourself  and  Colonel  Rumsey.  Without  you, 
there  will  be  no  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Safety  on  Mon- 
dati.  Pray  send  an  express  to  Rumsey,  to  let  him  know 
our  situation.  J.  Tilghman  goes  off  to  the  Eastern-Shore 
on  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

We  are,  &tc. 
To  Charles  Carroll,  Esq.,  Barrister. 


TO   THE    PEOPLE    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. ^LETTER   IV. 

The  authors — or  (if  I  must  say)  author  of  what  is  called 
Common  Sense,  has  ceitainly  had  fair  play.  Full  time  has 
been  allovsed  him  by  die  sale  of  his  pam})h!et  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  his  labours,  and  gratify  tliat  avidity  with  which 
many  are  apt  to  devour  doctrines  that  are  out  of  the  com- 
mon way — ^bold,  marvellous,  and  flattering.  What  was 
intended  as  a' compliment  to  the  publick — to  give  them  time 
to  gaze  with  dieir  own  eyes,  and  reason  with  their  own 
faculties,  upon  this  extraordinary  appearance — the  author's 
vanity  has  construed  wholly  m  his  own  favour.  He  has 
called  repeatedly  for  answers,  and  announced  his  second 
edition  to  tlie  worid  in  the  following  strain  of  self-adulation : 
"  That,  as  no  answer  hath  yet  appeared,  it  is  now  presumed 
that  none  will ;"  and,  therefore,  as  may  be  fairly  implied, 
that  he  is  unanswerable.  Why,  then,  when  his  challenge 
is  accepted,  will  not  he  and  his  seconds  fight  upon  fair  tenns  ? 
Why  will  they  seek  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  publick 
from  things  to  men,  refusing  that  quarter  to  others  wliich  the 
author  of  Common  Sense  craves  for  himself?  "  Who  the 
author  of  this  publication  is,  (says  he,)  is  wholly  unnecessary 
to  the  publick,  as  the  object  of  attention  is  the  doctrine  it- 
self, and  not  the  man  !"  Can  this  sentence  be  reconciled 
to  all  the  pother  made  about  Cato — who  and  what  he  is  ?  or 
does  it  not  rather  betray  some  symptoms  of  fear  and  cow- 
ardice, to  beset  him  at  the  threshold,  and  seek  to  stop  him 
in  his  march  to  the  field  ?  What,  although  he  attempts  to 
walk  forth  humbly  with  his  staff  in  his  hand,  and  has  been 
somewhat  late  in  filling  his  scrip  with  stones  to  meet  this 
Goliah,  should  he  therefore  be  tauntingly  defied  ?  If  what 
is  called  Common  Sense  be  really  common  seme,  it  is  in- 
vulnerable, and  every  attack  upon  it  will  but  add  to  the  au- 
thor's triumph.  If  it  should  be  proved,  in  any  instances,  to 
be  nonsense,  millions  will  be  interested  in  the  discovery; 
and  to  them  I  appeal. 

Once  more  I  repeat  the  design  of  these  letters,  in  which 
I  conceive  a  question  to  be  involved  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance that  ever  came  before  us — a  question  not  yet  decided, 
and  which  ought,  therefore,  to  be  fully  discussed.  Oppro- 
brious names  can  prove  nothing  here,  except  that  they  who 
use  them  have  nothing  better  to  say,  and  are  afraid  of  their 
cause.  It  is  probable  that  some  may  see  their  interest  upon 
one  side  of  the  question,  and  some  upon  the  other ;  but  that 
the  great  body  of  the  people  can  have  any  interest  separate 
from  their  country,  or  (when  faii-ly  understood)  pursue  any 
other,  is  not  to  be  imagined.  If  Cato  may  be  believed,  he  can 
conscientiously  class  himself  with  this  great  body,  and  can 
assure  his  readers  that  tlie  guesses  hitherto  made  concerning 
him  are  rather  unlucky.  ' 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  engage  him  in  a  contest 
with  our  Committee ;  but,  as  nothing  has  been  quoted  fix)m 
him  which  concerns  that  body  in  general,  he  leaves  his  let- 
ters to  answer  for  themselves ;  and  if  his  comments  on  the 
circular  letter  to  the  County  Committees  should  appear  to 
the  publick  not  to  be  well  waiTanted,  he  will  submit  to  their 
judgment.  But  he  finds  it  would  be  endless  to  answer  all 
the  silly  queries  and  daily  scribble  of  his  opponents ;  and 
has  learned  better  than  to  be  drawn  from  his  main  object  by 
indulging  them  in  this  way.  It  would  be  too  great  a  tres- 
pass upon  the  reader's  patience.  He  has  viewed  the  ground 
on  which  he  stands,  and  is  not  afraid  to  tread  it  in  the  sight 
of  the  most  vigilant  son  of  liberty ;  making  that  free  use  of 
the  press  which  is  promised  to  him,  without  the  least  viola- 
tion of  any  resolve  of  this  Continent  hidierto  made. 

One  side  of  a  great  question  has  been  held  up  to  us.  We 
are  told  that  it  can  never  be  our  interest  to  have  any  future 
connection  with  Great  Britain,  and  are  pressed  immedi- 
ately to  declare  our  total  separation  ;  for  now  is  the  time, 
and  the  time  has  found  us.  Could  it  be  expected  that  all 
America  would  instantly  take  a  leap  in  the  dark  ?  or  that 
any  who  had  not  a  predilection  for  the  doctrine,  or  were 
capable  of  reasoning  upon  it,  v\  ould  swallow  it  in  the  gross, 
without  wishing  to  hear  the  arguments  on  die  other  side  ?  I 
am  sure  this  is  the  wish  of  multitudes  of  good  men — particu- 
larly of  those  who  may  be  principally  concerned  in  deciding 
the  question,  and  whose  earnest  desire  it  is  not  only  to  know 
the  sense  of  individuals,  but  the  clear  sense  of  their  country 
upon  it ;  without  which,  they  could  not  think  themselves  at 
liberty  to  give  their  decision. 

Upon  this  ground,  then,  I  proceed,  and  shall  rest  the 
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cause  with  my  adversaries  on  the  present  general  defence, 
which  (altliougli  I  am  sorry  it  was  necessary)  I  have  rea- 
son to  think  will  be  more  acceptable  to  the  publick  than 
the  misspending  time  in  private  altercation.  Those  who 
oppose  me  may  enjoy,  for  a  while,  (perhaps  unnoticed,)  all 
the  triumph  of  the  answers  they  may  give  ;  and  if  it  is  found 
at  last,  as  has  been  already  hinted,  that  1  have  said  nothing 
to  the  purpose,  their  side  of  the  question  will  only  be 
strengthened.  ' 

In  my  remarks  upon  the  pamphlet  before  me,  I  shall  first 
consider  those  arguments  on  which  the  author  appears  to 
lay  his  chief  stress ;  and  these  are  collected  under  four 
heads,  in  his  conclusion  : 

"  It  is  the  custom  of  nations,  when  any  two  are  at  war, 
for  some  other  Powers,  not  engaged  hi  the  quarrel,  to  step 
in  as  mediators,  and  bring  about  the  preliminaries  of  peace. 
But  while  America  calls  herself  a  subject  of  Great  Britain, 
no  Power,  however  well  disposed  she  may  be,  can  offer  her 
mediation." 

Is  this  common  sense  or  common  nonsense?  Surely 
peace  with  Great  Britain  cannot  be  the  object  of  this  writer, 
after  the  horrible  character  he  has  given  us  of  the  people  of 
that  country,  and  telling  us  that  reconciliation  with  them 
would  be  min.  The  latter  part  of  the  paragraph  seems  to 
cast  some  light  upon  the  fonner,  although  it  contradicts  it ; 
for  these  mediators  are  not  to  interfere  for  making  up  the 
quarrel,  but  to  widen  it,  by  supporting  us  in  a  declaration 
that  we  are  not  subjects  of  Great  Britain.  A  new  sort  of 
business,  truly,  for  mediators  ! 

But  this  leads  us  directly  to  the  main  inquiry,  What  for- 
eign Powei-s  are  able  to  give  us  this  support  ?  Whether  they 
can  be  persuaded  to  engage  with  us  ?  What  will  be  their 
terms  ?  Is  an  alliance  with  them  safe ;  or  is  it  to  be  prefer- 
red to  an  honourable  and  firm  renewal  of  that  ancient  con- 
nection under  which  we  have  so  long  flourished  ? 

These  questions  cannot  but  employ  the  most  serious 
thoughts  of  men  whose  all  is  at  stake  in  the  resolution  of 
them ;  and  they  ought  to  be  answered  to  the  general  satis- 
faction, before  we  are  launched  out  into  a  tempestuous  ocean, 
of  which  we  know  not  the  other  shore.  That  a  continu- 
ance of  mutual  violence  and  hate  may  at  last  force  us  upon 
such  an  ocean  is  not  altogether  improbable  ;  and  it  is  pos- 
sible we  may  gain  some  port  of  safety,  although  in  a  shat- 
tered condition.  Not  a  word  shall  be  drawn  from  me  to 
discredit  our  own  strength  or  resources :  although  the  ac- 
counts given  of  them  by  the  author  of  Common  Sense  appear 
incredible  to  some,  I  will  even  go  beyond  him  in  express- 
ing my  good  opinion  of  cur  situation.  He  thinks  foreign 
assistance  necessary  to  us.  I  think  we  should  but  be  injured 
by  it.  We  are  able  to  defend  our  own  rights,  and  to  frus- 
trate the  attempt  of  any  nation  upon  earth  to  govern  us  by 
force.  For  my  part,  I  would  risk  my  all  in  resisting  every 
attempt  of  this  kind  at  every  hazard. 

But  let  us  see  what  assistance  he  offers  us  :  and  we  find 
France  and  Spain  held  out  for  that  purpose,  although  not 
as  mediators  to  "  strengthen  the  connection  between  Great 
Britain  and  America,"  but  wholly  to  dissolve  it. 

As  to  Spain,  it  is  well  known  that  the  Government  of 
her  own  unwieldy  Colonies  is  already  a  weight  which  she 
can  hardly  bear ;  and  some  profound  politicians  have  thought 
that,  from  the  first,  she  has  rather  been  weakened  than 
strengthened  by  them  ;  and  that  all  her  returns  of  gold  and 
silver  from  America  are  but  a  poor  compensation  for  the 
lives  and  cost  with  which  they  are  purchased.  It  may  well 
be  questioned,  then,  (supposing  Spain  were  able  to  assist  us 
in  erecting  an  independent  empire  in  America,)  whether  her 
jealousy  would  permit  her  to  risk  the  possibility  of  our  sedu- 
cing her  own  American  subjects  into  an  alliance  with  us,  for 
tlie  purpose  of  a  future  revolt  from  herself.  But  our  author 
mentions  France,  as  well  as  Spain,  and  thus  proposes  that 
both  branches  of  the  Bourbon  family,  so  long  the  terrour  of 
Protestants  and  freemen,  should  now  join  as  their  protectors. 
By  what  means,  or  at  what  price,  is  this  marvellous  revolu- 
tion in  the  system  of  politicks,  religion,  and  liberty,  to  be 
accomplished  ?  How  are  these  two  Powers  to  divide  these 
Colonies  between  them  ?  Is  their  guardianship  to  be  joint 
or  separate  ?  Under  whose  wing  is  Pennsylvania  to  fall — 
that  of  the  most  Catholick,  or  most  Christian  King  ? 

1  confess  that  those  questions  stagger  me ;  and,  till  an- 
swered to  satisfaction,  cannot  but  give  every  good  man  the 
most  painful  apprehensions  concerning  the  future  fate  of  his 


country.  To  be  told  by  the  author  of  Common  Sense  that 
all  this  is  mere  prejudice ;  that  we  must  divtst  ourselves  of 
every  opinion  in  which  we  have  been  educated,  in  order  to 
digest  his  pure  doctrine,  and  throw  down  what  our  fatliers 
and  we  have  been  building  up  for  ages,  to  make  room  for 
his  visionary  fabrick  ;  I  say,  to  be  told  this,  is  only  insult  in- 
stead of  argument,  and  can  be  tolerated  by  none  hut  those 
who  are  so  far  inflamed  or  interested,  that  separation  from 
Great  Britain,  at  any  risk,  is  their  choice,  rather  dian  recon- 
ciliation, ujxjn  whatever  terms. 

This,  I  much  fear,  is  the  temper  of  those  who  are  con- 
stantly dimiing  in  our  ears  the  necessity  of  an  immediate 
Declaration  of  Independence,  for  the  sake  of  pixicuring  for- 
eign assistance,  especially  that  of  France.  Their  real  desire 
is,  to  sliut  the  door  against  all  furtiier  reconciliation,  by  this 
precipitate  step.  The  matter  of  foreign  assistance  is  a  mere 
decoy.  Can  we  imagine  that,  if  France  thought  it  her  inte- 
rest to  quarrel  with  Great  Britain  for  any  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  us,  her  delicacy  would  stand  in  her  way  ?  Was 
she  ever  restricted  by  such  delicacy  in  any  of  the  former 
ci^U  wars  of  her  neighbours,  especially  those  of  Great  Bri- 
tain? But  the  truth  is,  that,  in  the  present  ruinous  state 
of  her  finances,  and  feeble  condition  of  her  fleets,  she  will 
scarce  think  it  prudent  (for  any  prospects  we  can  yield  her) 
to  rush  into  a  new  and  expensive  w  ar,  when  so  ill  reeriiited, 
after  the  blood  and  treasure  which  she  lavished  so  ineffect- 
ually in  the  last. 

Would  it  be  wise,  then,  to  risk  a  refiisal  from  her,  or  to 
mix  our  affairs  with  those  of  any  foreign  Power  whatever  in 
this  contest  with  Great  Britain  ?  No ;  I  conceive  this 
would  only  protract  our  wai-s,  increase  our  dangers,  weaken 
our  force,  and  probably  end  in  our  min.  And  of  all  nations 
in  the  world,  France  is  the  last  from  which  we  should  seek 
assistance,  even  if  it  were  necessary.  What  kind  of  assist- 
ance do  we  expect  from  her  ?  Gold  and  silver  she  can 
but  ill  afford  to  give  us  ;  her  men  we  have  no  occasion  for ; 
and,  in  a  word,  until  she  has  a  fleet  able  to  contend  with  that 
o{  England,  she  can  do  us  no  essential  service.  The  want 
of  such  a  fleet  has  been  the  great  bar  to  her  numerous  pro- 
jects for  universal  empire.  Can  any  Protestant — can  you, 
my  countiymen,  ever  wish  to  see  her  possessed  of  such  a 
fleet,  assist  her  in  attaining  it,  or  willingly  give  her  footing 
in  America  1  Would  she  then  be  contented  to  be  the  hum- 
ble ally  of  tliese  Colonies  ;  or  would  she  not,  in  her  own 
right,  resume  Canada,  which,  according  to  die  limits  she 
foniierly  claimed,  is  larger  than  all  our  Provinces  together  ? 
Could  we  hinder  her  from  introducing  what  multitudes  of 
her  people  she  might  think  proper  into  that  country,  where 
they  have  already  a  great  body  of  their  friends  to  receive 
them  ?  In  that  case,  we  should  soon  be  left  without  room 
for  the  increasing  number  of  our  posterity ;  hemmed  in 
upon  the  sea-shore ;  and,  with  armies  behind  us,  and  fleets 
before  us,  be  either  crushed  to  pieces,  obliged  to  submit  to 
the  absolute  dominion  of  France,  or  to  throw  oureelves  back 
upon  the  protection  of  Great  Britain. 

This  consideration  is  truly  alanning ;  and  France  has 
never  shown  herself  so  worthy  of  confidence  among  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  as  to  induce  us  to  run  such  risks,  by  throw- 
ing oui-selves  precipitately  into  her  arms.  She  is  so  noto- 
rious to  the  whole  world  for  her  disregard  of  the  most  sacred 
treaties,  that  Gallica  fides,  or  French  faith,  is  become  as  pro- 
verbial now  as  Punica  fides,  or  Carthagenian  faith,  of  old.  It 
could  scarce  have  been  imagined  that  the  author  of  Com,- 
mon  Sense,  after  telling  us  that  "  die  blood  of  the  slain,  the 
weeping  voice  of  nature,  cries,  'tis  time  to  part" — eternally  to 
part — from  the  limited  monarchy  of  Great  Britain,  (what- 
ever future  terms  might  be  offered  us,)  would  so  soon  have 
recommended  to  us  a  new  alliance  with  the  arbitrary  mo- 
narchs  of  France  and  Spain.  Bloody  massacres,  the  revo- 
cation of  sacred  edicts,  and  the  most  unrelenting  persecutions, 
have  certainly  taught  American  Protestants  (and  especially 
our  German  brethren)  what  sort  of  faith  we  are  to  expect 
from  Popish  Princes,  and  from  nations  who  are  strangers 
to  liberty  themselves,  and  envy  the  enjoyment  of  it  to  others. 

In  short,  I  am  not  able,  with  all  the  pains  I  have  taken, 
to  understand  what  is  meant  by  a  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence ;  unless  it  is  to  be  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  solemn 
abjuration  oi  Great  Britain,  as  a  nation  with  which  we  can 
never  more  be  connected.  And  this  seems  die  doctrine  of 
the  author  of  Common  Sense.  But  I  believe  he  has  made 
but  a  few  converts  to  this  part  of  liis  scheme ;  for  who 


617 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MARCH,  1776. 


518 


jcnows  to  what  vicissitudes  of  fortune  we  may  yet  be  sub- 
jected ?. 

We  have  already  declared  ourselves  independent,  as  to 
all  useful  purposes,  by  resisting  our  oppressors  upon  our  own 
foundation.  And  while  we  keep  upon  diis  ground,  without 
connecting  oui-selves  with  any  foreign  nations,  to  involve  us 
in  fresh  difficulties,  and  endanger  our  liberties  still  further, 
we  are  able,  in  our  own  element,  (upon  the  shore,)  to  con- 
tinue this  resistance  ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  continue  it,  till 
Great  Britain  is  convinced  (as  she  must  soon  be)  of  her 
fatal  policy,  and  open  her  arms  to  reconciliation,  upon  the 
permanent  and  sure  footing  of  mutual  interest  and  safety. 

Upon  such  a  footing,  we  may  again  be  happy.  Our 
trade  will  be  revived.  Our  husbandmen,  our  mechanicks, 
our  artificers,  will  flourish.  Our  language,  our  laws,  and 
manners,  being  the  same  with  those  of  the  nation  with 
which  we  are  again  to  be  connected,  that  connection  will  be 
natural ;  and  we  shall  the  more  easily  guard  against  future 
innovations.  Pennsylvania  has  much  to  lose  in  this  con- 
test, and  much  to  hope  from  a  proper  settlement  of  it.  We 
have  long  flourished  under  our  Charter  Government.  What 
may  be  the  consequences  of  another  form  we  cannot  pro- 
nounce with  certainty ;  but  this  we  know,  that  it  is  a  road 
we  have  not  travelled,  and  may  be  worse  than  it  is  de- 
scribed. Cato. 


NEW-JERSEY    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY   TO    PRESIDENT    OF 

CONGRESS. 

[Read  March  28,  1776.] 

Trenton,  March  27,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
15th  instant,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  requisitions  of  Gene- 
rals Thompson  and  Lord  Stirling,  of  the  23d,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  have  ordered  three  Battalions  of  the  Militia 
of  this  Province  to  march  to  New-  York,  for  the  defence  of 
that  city  and  parts  adjacent,  as  you  will  see  by  their  letter 
sent  herewith ;  which  troops,  it  is  expected,  are  to  be  paid 
by  the  Continent.  I  have  prevailed  with  the  Committee  to 
send  by  express,  and  must  beg  that  your  answer  may  be 
sent  immediately,  that  we  may  have  it  in  our  power  either 
to  stop  the  march  of  the  Militia  or  expedite  it,  as  may  be 
most  agreeable  to  Congress.  It  is  certainly  best  to  save  all 
the  expense  in  our  power,  but  not  to  retard  a  necessary 
service. 

We  have  ordered  the  removal  of  the  prisoners  to  Mount 
Holly ;  and  this  day  received  an  answer  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  that  place,  advising  they  are  preparing  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  officers,  but  cannot  prepare  places  for  the  sol- 
diers in  less  than  a  fortnight. 

I  cannot  help  mentioning  some  expressions  in  Lord  Stir- 
ling's letter  of  the  23d :  "  But,  for  God's  sake,  don't  suffer 
any  delay  in  your  directions  for  the  march  of  the  Militia 
from  the  interior  Counties."  Pray  despatch  your  answer, 
as  our  Committee  proposes  to  adjourn  for  a  week. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 


vant, 


Samuel  Tucker. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  Trenton,  New-Jersey, '} 
March  27,  1776.      5 

Sir  :  The  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  being 
sincerely  desirous  to  give  every  aid  in  their  power  for  the 
protection  and  defence  of  the  United  Colonies,  have,  in  pur- 
suance of  your  recommendation  of  the  15th  instant,  and  the 
application  of  Brigadier-Generals  Thompson  and  Lord  Stir- 
litig,  resolved  and  ordered  that  three  Battalions  of  Militia, 
to  consist  of  six  hundred  and  sixty  men  each,  to  be  draft- 
ed out  of  the  Counties  oi  Essex,  Morris,  Sussex,  Monmouth, 
Somerset,  Bergen,  Middlesex,  Hunterdon,  and  Burlington, 
and  immediately  marched  to  New-York,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Brigadier-Generals  Dickerson  and  Livingston, 
there  to  continue  for  one  month,  unless  sooner  discharged  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Continental  Ti-oops  at  that 
station.  General  Dickerson  has  issued  his  orders  to  the 
respective  officers,  and  the  Militia  are  on  their  march  for 
New-York.  To  facilitat,e  this  service,  the  Committee  have 
appointed  a  Commissary  and  Quartermaster,  and  directed 
the  Treasurers  of  the  Provincial  Congress  to  pay  the  sum 
of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  on  the  orders  of  the  Generals  and 


Commissary,  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops  on  their  march  ; 
in  confidence  that  whatever  sum  is  advanced  on  this  occa- 
sion, will  be  reimbursed  from  the  Continental  Treasury. 

As  we  have  reason  to  believe  tlie  enemy  will  Uike  every 
opportunity  of  distressing  the  inhabitants,  by  parties  from 
their  cutters  and  armed  vessels,  the  Committee  have  ordered 
four  companies,  to  consist  of  seventy-five  men  each,  to  be 
raised  at  the  expense  of  the  Province,  and  stationed  ui  Mid- 
dlesex and  Monmouth  Counties? 

The  Cornmittee  hope  their  proceedings,  on  this  occasion, 
will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  honourable  Continen- 
tal Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


DOCTOR   FRANKLIN   TO   LORD    STIRLING. 

Brunswick,  March  27,  1776.- 

My  dear  Lord  :  I  received  your  obliging  letter  some 
days  since  at  Philadelphia ;  but  our  departure  from  thence 
being  uncertain,  I  could  not  till  now  acquaint  your  Lordship 
when  we  expected  to  be  at  New-York.  We  move  but 
slowly,  and  think  we  shall  scarce  reach  farther  than  Newark 
to-morrow,  so  that  we  cannot  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  before  Friday.  Being  myself,  from  long  absence,  as 
much  a  stranger  in  New- York  as  the  other  gendemen,  we 
join  in  requesting  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  cause  lodgings 
to  be  provided  for  us,  and  a  sloop  engaged  to  carry  us  to 
Albany.  There  are  five  of  us,  and  we  purpose  staying  at 
Neu>-  York  two  nights  at  least. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  my  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and 
most  humble  servant,  „    „ 

rJ.    FRANKLIN. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 


LORD    STIRLING   TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

New- York,  March  27,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General:  When  your  letter  of  the  19th  ar- 
rived at  this  place,  I  was  viewing  some  grounds  on  Staten- 
Island,  and  the  most  exposed  parts  in  New-Jersey.  It  of 
course  went  into  the  hands  of  Brigadier-General  Thompson, 
who  writes  to  your  Excellency  by  this  conveyance.  I  sin- 
cerely congratulate  you  on  the  sudden  change  of  the  scene 
at  your  late  station.  The  evacuation  of  Boston  is  an  event 
that  must  surprise  all  the  world  ;  and  yet  I  believe  your  late 
manoeuvres  had  put  General  Howe  under  a  necessity  of 
taking  this  very  extraordinary  step.  The  hurry  and  preci- 
pitation in  which  they  have  embarked,  will  prevent  their 
making  any  immediate  attempt  to  land  where  they  can  meet 
with  opposition.  However,  every  measure  has  been  taken 
here,  as  if  we  had  been  sure  of  their  immediate  approach ; 
and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  think  that,  for  die  dme  and 
numbers,  a  very  great  deal  has  been  done  ;  and  as  the  troops 
are  now  coming  in  from  the  east  and  west,  I  hope  we  shall 
soon  be  able  to  put  things  in  such  a  state  as  will  prevent 
the  enemy  from  getting  any  foothold  in  this  part  of  the 
world. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Washing- 
ton, and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Custis ;  and  am,  with  the  highest 
regard  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Stirling. 
To  General  Washington. 

COW-NECK    (queen's    COUNTY,    NEW-YORk)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  for  the  District  of  Cow-Neck  and  Great- 
Neck,  in  (Queen's  County,  held  at  Cow-Neck,  the  27th  of 
March,  1776: 

Whereas  Israel  Rogers,  one  of  the  disarmed  hi  this  Dis- 
trict, being  since  charged  with  counteracting  the  measures 
carrying  on  for  the  preservation  of  American  liberty :  On 
examination,  the  complaint  appeared  well  founded ;  it  was, 
therefore,  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  diat  the  said  Israel 
Rogers  bo  held  in  bond  for  his  good  behaviour.  But  on 
resistance  of  this  order,  it  became  die  part  of  expediency  to 
reprobate  this  vile  man  as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and  un- 
worthy of  the  least  protection  ;  and  do  hereby  strictly  enjoin 
all  manner  of  persons  in  this  District,  immediately  to  break 
off  every  kind  of  civil,  mechanical,  and  commercial  inter^ 
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course  with  this  deluded  and  obstinate  person,  as  they  will 
answer  the  contrary  at  tlieir  peril. 

By  order :  Benjamin  Sands,  Chairman. 


GILBERT   LIVINGSTON   TO   THE  NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 
Fort  Montgomety,  March  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  I  send  muster-rolls  of  part  of 
Captain  Billings's  and  Sumrtwout's  Companies,  taken  at 
their  particular  request,  on  being  ordered  to  this  ]X)st.  The 
Captains  not  choosing  to  march  their  men  till  they  were 
mustered,  a  difficulty  arose,  as  the  Mustermaster  (Colonel 
Swartwout)  was  at  l^ew-York.  To  give  the  gentlemen 
satisfaction,  as  far  as  I  was  able,  I  took  the  enclosed  mus- 
ter-rolls from  necessity,  as  the  only  expedient  that  then  pre- 
sented. Only  parts  of  companies  were  ordered  down — 
thinking  it  better  to  have  them  down  in  detached  parties,  as 
fast  as  they  could  be  inlisted,  than  to  have  many  idle  till 
the  companies  were  completed.  Captain  Billings,  who  car- 
ries this,  will  infonn  you  of  the  state  of  things  at  this  post, 
the  soldiery  having  scarcely  one  camp  necessary  but  what 
we  have  lent  them. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  much  respect,  your  very  humble 
servant,  Gilbert  Livingston. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


resent  the  injuries  which  such  wretches  would  do  to  man- 
kind in  general. 

That  Heaven  may  continue  to  smile  propitiously  on  our 
honest  endeavours  ;  tliat  it  may  be  pleased  to  inspire  us  with 
a  grateful  sense  of  its  mercies  ;  that  it  may  give  us  so  to  use 
its  blessings  as  that  we  may  look  up  witli  a  confident  liope 
for  tlie  contuiuance  of  tlie  Divine  favour  on  us  and  our  pos- 
terity, is  my  sincere  prayer. 

I  am,  most  truly  and  sincerely,  with  great  regard,  your 
Honour's  most  obedient  servant,         Philip  Schlttler. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq. 


general    SCHUYLER   TO   LORD    STIRLING. 

Albany,  Monday,  March  27,  1776. 

My  dear  Lord  :  The  expense  of  transporting  the  pri- 
soners and  their  baggage  is  so  exceedingly  high,  that  I  have 
ventured  to  send  such  as  have  families  down  Hudson's 
River,  on  their  way  to  New-Brunsvnck.  Lieutenant  Bleeck- 
er  will  show  youi-  Lordship  his  orders,  and  receive  yours  for 
his  conduct  on  his  arrival  at  Neiv-  York. 

A  Captain  Dundee  has  behaved  in  a  very  cavalier  man- 
ner, and  refused  giving  his  parole.  I  shall  lodge  him  in 
Kingston  Jail.  Some  others  also  hesitated  to  do  it,  but 
afterwards  applied  for  leave  ;  but  as  I  had  understood  that 
they  conceived  they  might,  without  censure,  break  parole 
given  to  people  whom  they  consider  as  Rebels,  I  told  them, 
in  plain  terms,  that  if  any  one  attempted  to  escape  who  was 
under  that  honorary  engagement,  and  I  could  retake  him, 
I  would  punish  the  injury  done  to  society  by  immediately 
hanging  the  faithless  wretch. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  humble  ser- 
vant, Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 


general  SCHUYLER  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Albany,  March  27,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  21st  I  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive yesterday  by  Mr.  Bennett.  General  Washington's  suc- 
cess, which  I  learned  with  the  most  feeling  satisfaction, 
whilst  it  reflects  so  much  honour  on  him  and  the  troops 
under  his  command,  I  think  cannot  fail  of  the  most  salutary 
consequences.  It  will  give  Europe  a  just  idea  of  our  mar- 
tial abilities,  and  they  will  respect  a  people  who  are  deter- 
mined to  enjoy  their  liberties,  and  so  capable  of  defending 
them.  Our  Indian  allies,  too,  will  be  confirmed  in  their 
peaceable  disposition  towards  us ;  and  such  of  them  as  are 
wavering  will  become  steady.  But  yet  I  have  no  hopes 
the  Ministry  will  recede  from  their  diabolical  plan.  They 
seem  to  be  seized  with  an  infatuation,  that  leads  them  on 
to  the  ruin  of  Old  England,  which,  I  think,  must  inevitably 
happen  whenever  we  are  driven  to  the  necessity  of  decla- 
ring ourselves  an  Independent  State. 

I  shall  order  old  gun-barrels  and  locks,  at  any  of  the  posts 
above,  to  be  sent  down  here  and  forwarded  to  Connecticut. 
We  shall  certainly  not  do  justice  to  those  unhappy  men  who 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  our  brutal  enemy,  and  are 
treated  without  any  respect  to  the  laws  of  humanity  and  de- 
corum, if  we  do  not  retaliate.  A  Captain  Dundee,  who  is 
lately  arrived  prisoner  from  Canada,  behaved  in  a  very 
outre  manner,  and  refused  giving  his  parole.  I  have  ordered 
him  into  close  confinement,  and  shall  send  him  to  Uhter 
County  Jail ;  and  have  declared  to  the  others,  that  if  any 
attempted  to  escape  who  had  given  their  parole,  I  would 
Jiang  them ;  which  I  am  fully  resolved  to  do,  and  thereby 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  March  27,  1776. 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  General,  for  your  favour  of  the 
19th  instant,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  yester- 
day. I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of 
your  operations.  Forcing  a  formidable  and  well  appointed 
Army,  commanded  by  Generals  of  reputation,  and  secured 
with  the  best  of  works  to  seek  elbow-room,  malgre-eux,  by 
a  precipitate  retreat,  whilst  it  reflects  the  highest  honour  on 
you,  cannot  fail  of  the  most  salutary  effects  with  the  Powers 
of  Europe,  out  of  which  I  except  devoted  England,  whose 
Prince  and  Ministry  seem  unalterably  bent  on  the  destruc- 
tion of  their  country  and  themselves. 

Enclose  you  a  letter  from  General  Arnold,  which  I  open- 
ed by  mistake,  and  read  to  within  a  few  lines  of  its  conclu- 
sion, before  I  discovered  my  error.  I  hope  you  will  pardon 
my  carelessness,  for  I  assure  you  it  was  owing  to  nothing 
else. 

The  north  end  of  Lake  Champlain  is  open,  and  I  hope 
a  few  wann  days  will  open  the  remainder  of  that,  and  also 
Lake  George.  We  have  here  now  about  six  hundred  men, 
who  will  move  as  soon  as  there  is  a  prospect  of  conveying 
them  across  the  lakes. 

The  cannon  from  New-York  are  arrived,  and  are  on  their 
way  to  Fort  George.  I  fear  they  will  not  reach  it  in  less  than 
ten  days  from  this,  if  so  soon,  as  I  cannot  procure  cattle 
sufficient  to  move  them  at  once  from  Half-Moon,  (to  which 
place  they  are  gone  by  water,)  owing  to  the  incredible  scar- 
city of  forage. 

On  the  22d  instant,  one  hundred  new  batteaus  were  finish- 
ed at  Fort  George,  as  far  as  they  can  be  without  pitch  and 
oakum,  which  is  not  yet  arrived  from  New-York.  Thirty- 
five,  however,  are  completely  finished.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  a  much  greater  number  are  necessary  to  pour  troops 
into  Canada,  in  case  it  should  be  found  necessary  ;  but  Con- 
gress have  stinted  me  to  the  number  I  have  built. 

The  jx)wder  (only  eight  tons)  arrived  here  last  week,  and 
will  be  sent  on  with  the  first  troops. 

Congress  have  ordered  me  to  remain  here  until  further 
orders  ;  so  that  I  shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  saluting  you 
on  your  arrival  at  New-  York,  although  I  may  soon  after,  if 
it  be  agreeable  to  your  Excellency. 

The  officers,  (prisoners,)  that  came  a  few  days  ago  from 
Canada,  refused  to  give  their  paiole ;  and  one  of  them,  a 
Captain  Dundee,  was  very  cavalier  with  me.  I  have  order- 
ed him  into  close  custody.  The  others  have  since  given 
their  parole  ;  but  as  some  of  them  had  dropped  expressions, 
as  if  they  should  not  consider  a  breach  of  it  criminal,  I  con- 
vened them  all,  and  informed  them  that  if  any  of  them  at- 
tempted an  escape  after  having  given  their  parole,  and  I 
could  lay  hands  on  them,  I  should  resent  the  injury  done  to 
mankind  in  general  by  hanging  such  faithless  wretches. 

The  Cayugas,  (one  of  the  "iVkc  Natiotis,)  have  expressed 
much  resentment  that  Colonel  Johnson's  war  belt  was  de- 
livered up  to  us.  Altercation  ran  very  high  between  them 
and  the  Oneida  Nation.  Your  success  will,  I  hope,  quiet 
the  minds  of  all,  and  restore  tranquillity  amongst  them.  I 
shall  immediately  transmit  an  account  of  it  to  the  whole  of 
the  Six  Nations. 

General  Wooster  is  distressed  beyond  conception  for  hard 
money ;  and  whatever  your  Excellency  can  send  will  be 
most  heartily  welcome. 

May  Heaven  guard  and  guide  your  steps,  and  may  your 
every  fiiture  movement  be  fraught  ^ith  happiness  and  honour, 
is  the  sincere  wish  of,  dear  General,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant,     ^^^^^  Schuyler. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 
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To  the  Committee  of  Safety  and  Protection  for  the  County 
of  Albany. 

The  Petition  of  the  Committee  and  Militia  Officers  of 
King's  District,  in  conjunction  with  some  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  east  part  of  Claverack  District,  as  also  of 
the  east  part  of  Manor  Rensselaer,  humbly  showeth  : 

That  your  Petitioners  live  in  that  part  of  the  County  of 
Albany  that  borders  on  the  Massachusetts  line,  and  that  the 
good  people  inhabiting  said  part  of  the  County  have  vigour- 
ously  exerted  themselves,  since  hostilities  have  been  com- 
mitted in  our  land,  in  defending  their  country  against  the 
British  Troops  ;  and  that  there  did  go  into  actual  service, 
the  last  year,  many  companies  of  men  from  said  part  of  the 
County,  and  some  of  them  yet  remain  in  service. 

That  this  part  of  said  County  yet  manifests  a  freedom  to 
adventure  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  general  cause  of  our 
distressed  land  ;  and  have  made  application  to  us,  (the  Com- 
mittee and  Militia  Officers  before-said,)  that  we  would  use 
our  influence  that  they  might  be  imbodied  and  officered  as 
a  Battalion  in  the  Continental  Army,  to  go  to  the  defence 
of  the  country  wherever  wanted,  &;c. ;  on  which  your  Peti- 
tioners did  meet  on  the  25th  day  of  March  instant,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  aforesaid  application  ;  and,  on  inquiry, 
it  did  appear  to  your  Petitioners  that  there  might  be  raised 
a  Battalion  for  the  Continental  service,  of  friendly  and  well- 
disposed  men  in  the  parts  before-mentioned,  if  officered  from 
those  parts ;  and  as  your  Pethioners  understand  that  the 
Battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  Province  are  officered, 
and,  consequently,  that  your  Petitioners,  as  a  matter  of  right, 
want  to  be  heard  in  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
therefore,  your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  that  your  Board 
would  please  to  give  them  your  assistance  in  recommending 
your  Petitioners'  aforesaid  matter  to  the  said  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  or  any  other  body  that  has  a  right  to 
answer  the  prayer  of  your  Petitioners,  if  the  same  shall  seem 
just  and  meet  for  the  good  of  the  Continent,  and  the  same 
appear  just  to  your  Board ;  and  as  your  Petitioners  are 
bound  in  duty,  to  pray. 

Signed  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  aforesaid  Com- 
mittees of  Militia  Officers. 

Matt.  Adgate,  Chairman. 

Dated  King's  District,  March  27,  1776. 

Your  Petitioners  further  pray,  that,  if  you  see  fit,  in  your 
wisdom,  to  answer  said  prayer,  the  following  men  might 
be  appointed  to  fill  the  places  of  the  Field-Officers,  namely : 
Asa  Waterman,  Colonel ;  George  White,  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel ;  Joel  Pratt,  Major ;  and  that  this  Committee,  with 
the  said  Field-Officers,  under  your  inspection,  might  be  al- 
lowed to  nominate  the  other  officers  for  said  Battalion. 

h,  Committee,  March  29,  1776:   Resolved,  That  the 
prayer  thereof  cannot  be  granted. 
A  true  copy  fix)m  the  Minutes : 

Mat.  Visscheh,  Secretary. 


MAJOR  BARBER  TO    MOSES    GILL. 

Watertown,  March  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  the  state  of  the  North  Battery,  accord- 
ing to  the  promise  I  made  you.  You  will  please  present 
the  same,  with  my  most  respectful  compliments,  to  the  ho- 
nourable Council  for  this  Colony ;  and  be  assured  that  T  am, 
with  grateful  acknowledgments,  honourable  sir,  your  most, 
obedient  and  obliged  servant,  Nat.  Barber. 

To  the  Hon.  Moses  Gill,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Please  make  my  compliments  to  John  Pitts,  Esq. 
I  hope  I  shall  be  remembered.  If  any  imperfection  is  in 
the  letter  and  statement  enclosed,  I  hope  you  will  be  so 
kind  as  to  make  my  excuse,  as  I  assure  you  it  was  not  for 
want  of  respect. 

State  of  North-Battery,  March  20,  1776. 
Breastwork  and  Platform  destroyed  and  stolen. 
Flag-Staff  cut  in  three  pieces. 
Part  of  Chimney  knocked  down  ;  Iron  Bar  stolen. 
Small  Stores  and  Shot  stolen. 

Eight  Cannon,  trunnions  broken  ;  two  Cannon  spiked — 10. 
Eight  carriages  destroyed,  some  old ;  two  Carriages,  good, 

stolen — 10. 
Two  Flags  and  the  Halyards  stolen. 


Watertown,  March  27,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen:  Above  Is  a  tnie  state  of  the 
North-Battery  in  Boston,  which  I  had  the  lionour  to  com- 
mand until  I  was  obliged  to  escape  from  saiil  town.  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Honours  of  its  situation. 
There  remain  a  fine  stone  foundation  in  front  and  on  two 
sides,  a  large  house  and  a  good  magazine.  I  have  at  all  times 
exerted  myself  for  the  good  of  the  cause,  and  stand  ready, 
on  every  occasion,  to  do  all  in  my  power  for  the  service  of 
the  Continent  in  general,  and  this  Colony  in  particular. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  res])ect,  ho- 
nourable gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nat.  Barber. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  the  Colony  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay. 

general    WASHINGTON    TO    COVERNOUR    COOKE. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  87,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  men-of-war  and  transports  with  the  Ministerial  Troops, 
sailed  this  afternoon  from  Nantasket  Harbour. 

In  consequence  of  this  movement,  I  have  ordered  a  bri- 
gade to  march  to-morrow  morning  for  New-  York,  and  shall 
follow  with  the  remainder  of  the  Army  as  soon  as  I  can 
receive  certain  information  of  the  fleet  being  clear  off  the 
coast,  and  that  we  are  in  no  further  danger  of  their  return- 
ing to  attack  us  at  a  disadvantage.  I  shall  leave  a  few  regi- 
ments- at  Boston,  to  protect  the  Continental  stores,  and  to 
assist  in  fortifying  the  town  and  harbour  agreeable  to  the 
directions  that  may  be  given  by  tlie  General  Assembly  of 
this  Colony. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient humble  servant,  George  Washington. 

To  His  Honour  Governour  Cooke,  of  Rhode-Island. 

[Same  to  Governour  TrumhuU,  of  Connecticut;  to  Lord 
Stirling,  and  to  Brigadier-General  William  Thompson,  New- 
York.] 

general    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Received  April  6.     Referred  to  Committee  of  the  Whole  House.] 

Cambridge,  March  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  of  the  1 1th  instant  by  Satur- 
day night's  post,  and  must  beg  pardon  for  not  acknowledg- 
ing it  in  my  last  of  the  24th.  The  hurry  I  was  then  in 
occasioned  the  neglect,  and  I  hope  will  apologize  for  it. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  just  received  intel- 
ligence that  the  whole  of  the  Ministerial  Fleet,  besides  three 
or  four  ships,  got  under  way  this  evening  at  Nantasket- Road, 
and  were  standing  out  for  sea ;  in  consequence  of  which,  1 
shall  detach  a  brigade  of  six  regiments  immediately  from 
hence  for  New-York,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Sullivan,  (Brigadier-General  Heath  having  gone 
widi  the  first,)  which  will  be  succeeded  by  another  in  a  day 
or  two,  and  directly  after  I  shall  forward  the  remainder  of 
the  Army,  except  four  or  five  regiments,  which  will  be  left 
for  taking  care  of  the  barracks  and  publick  stores,  and  forti- 
fying the  town,  and  erecting  such  works  for  its  defence  as 
the  honourable  General  Court  may  think  necessary,  and  fol- 
low myself. 

Apprehending  that  General  Thomas  will  stand  in  need  of 
some  Artillerists  in  Canada,  1  have  ordered  two  companies 
of  the  train  to  march  immediately,  and  two  mortars,  witli  a 
quantity  of  shells  and  shot  to  be  sent  him.  He  set  out  on 
the  2 1  St  instant. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  return  of  ordnance 
stores  left  in  Boston  by  the  enemy.  In  it  are  not  included 
die  cannon  left  at  the  Castle,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  pieces,  as  reported,  all  of  which,  except  a 
very  few,  they  have  destroyed  and  rendered  useless  by  break- 
ing off  the  tninnions  and  spiking  up. 

I  beg  leave  to  transmit  you  the  copy  of  a  pedtion  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Nova-Scotia,  brought  me  by  Jonathan 
Eddy,  Esq.,  mentioned  therein,  who  is  now  here  with  an 
Acadian.  From  this  it  appears  they  are  in  a  distressed  situ- 
ation ;  and  from  Mr.  Eddy's  account,  are  exceedingly  ap- 
prehensive that  they  will  be  reduced  to  the  disagreable  alter- 
native of  taking  up  arms  and  joining  our  enemies,  or  to  flee 
their  country,  unless  they  can  be  protected  against  their  in- 
sults and  oppressions.     He  says  that  their  Committees  think 
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many  salutary  and  valuable  consequences  would  be  derived 
from  five  or  sbc  hundred  men  being  sent  there,  as  it  would 
not  only  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people  from  the  anxiety  and 
uneasiness  they  are  now  filled  with,  and  enable  th(>m  to 
take  a  part  in  behalf  of  the  Colonies,  but  be  the  means  of 
preventing  the  Indians  (of  which  there  are  a  good  many) 
from  taking  the  side  of  Government,  and  the  Ministerial 
Troops  from  getting  such  supplies  of  provisions  from  thence 
as  they  have  done.  How  far  these  good  purposes  would 
be  answered  if  such  a  force  was  sent  as  they  ask  for,  is  im- 
possible to  determine  in  the  present  uncertain  state  of  things. 
For  if  the  Anny  from  Boston  is  going  to  Halifax,  as  report- 
ed by  them  before  their  departure,  that,  or  a  much  more 
considerable  force,  would  be  of  no  avail.  If  not,  and  they 
possess  the  friendly  disposition  to  our  cause  suggested  in  the 
petition  and  declared  by  Mr.  Eddy,  it  might  be  of  great 
service,  unless  another  body  of  troops  should  be  sent  thither 
by  the  Administration,  too  powerful  for  them  to  oppose.  It 
being  a  matter  of  some  importance,  I  judged  it  prudent  to 
lay  it  before  Congress  for  their  consideration  ;  and  requesting 
tlieir  direction  upon  the  subject,  shall  only  add,  if  they  de- 
termine to  adopt  it,  that  they  will  prescribe  the  number  to 
be  sent,  and  whether  it  is  to  be  from  the  regiments  which 
will  be  left  here.  I  shall  wait  their  decision,  and  whatever 
it  is,  will  endeavour  to  have  it  carried  into  execution. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  greatest 
regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


Return  of  Ordnance  Stores  hft  by  the  Enemy  in  Boston, 
March  17,  1776. 
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North  Battery,  all  useless. 


>0n  Copp's  Hill. 


■  At  West-Boston. 


>On  the  Neck. 


twelve-pounders, ' 
nine-pounders, 
six-pounders, 
twenty-eight-pounders, 
177  twenty-eight-pound  shot, 

1  eight-inch  shell, 
273  wads, 

2  handbarrow  levers, 

2  drag-ropes. 
Half  a  side  of  leather, 

3  thirty-two-pounders, 
39  shot, 

154  wads, 

1  thirteen-inch  iron  mortar  and  bed, 

1  large  chain, 

2  twelve-pounders,! 
23  shot,  >0n  Beacon-Hill. 
23  wads,                   3 

cohom  in  the  dock  at  HutchinsorCs  Wharf, 
twenty-four-pounders  at  the  Haymarket  Battery, 
twenty-eight-pounder, 
twenty-four  pounder, 
8  twelve-pounders, 

3  five  and  a  quarter-pounders, 
three-pounder,  useless, 
twenty-four-pounders,  1 

thirty -two-pounders,     >In  the  Block-House  Battery, 
cohom,  3 

twelve-pounders  at  Hatch's  Wharf. 

A  number  of  shot  and  shells  in  the  dock  at  Hatch's  Wharf. 
10 
2  twenty-four-pounders. 
'     1  tbirty-two-pounder. 

7  iron  wheels  for  carriage-guns. 
31  cannon,  useless,  in  South  Battery. 

1   four-pounder. 
19  four-pounders,  useless,  at  Row's  Wharf. 
Errors  excepted.       i^  ,-, 

•^  bZEKIEL    ChEEVER, 

Commissary  of  Artillery. 

Cambridge,  March  32,  1776. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esquire,  Gene- 
ralissimo of  the  Army  of  the  twelve  United  Colonies  of 
America. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

The  liberty  we  take  in  addressing  a  person  of  so  exalted 
a  rank  will,  we  presume,  be  fully  pardoned,  when  you  per- 
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swivels  in  the  Washington  armed  vessel. 


ceive  the  occasion  of  it.  Tlie  inhabitants  of  Nova-Scotia, 
and,  in  particular,  those  of  the  County  of  Cumhcrland,  have 
been  under  the  greatest  anxiety  and  apprehensions,  ever 
since  the  great  contest  subsisting  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  American  Colonies.  Our  situation  has  been  such, 
that  we  have  not  had  it  in  our  power  to  do  anything  in  con- 
junction with  the  oth(!r  Colonics.  The  fonn  of  Government 
we  are  under,  and  the  manner  of  executing  its  authority, 
has  -been  such,  that  we  are  rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  slaves 
tlian  freemen. 

With  anxious  desires  have  we  been  waiting  for  the  suc- 
cess of  your  rigiiteous  cause,  and  that  you  would  cast  an 
eye  of  pity  towards  this  forlorn  part.  We  have,  indeed, 
nothing  to  recommend  us  but  misery  and  impending  de- 
sti-uction  and  devastation.  We  trust  our  manner  of  proj 
ceedings  will  have  the  desired  effect  on  you,  as  well  as  the 
others  who  are  the  instruments  of  supjKjrting  the  liberty  of 
mankind. 

We  have  been  harassed  much,  occasioned  by  different 
proceedings  of  Government ;  threatened  are  we,  because  we 
have  such  sentiments  concerning  the  cause  contended  for  by 
our  brethren  on  the  Continent.  News  have  been  received 
that  Troops  will  soon  be  sent  among  us.  This,  in  a  man- 
ner, has  roused  many  who  were  invisioned  in  lethargy ;  and 
Committees  have  been  appointed  from  the  different  towns 
(including  the  Acadians)  to  fall  upon  some  method  for 
safety. 

There  are  a  number  among  us  (vainly  called  Govern- 
ment men)  who  are  continually  prying  into  our  proceed- 
ings, and,  with  accumulated  tales,  give  information  to  the 
Government  at  Halifax.  Liable,  therefore,  are  we  to  be  cut 
in  pieces,  having  no  expectation  of  succour  but  what  comes 
through  your  Excellency. 

We  agreed  in  our  Committees  that  nothing  should  be 
done  publickly,  as  it  might  aggravate  the  others  to  fall  upon 
us  sooner  than  they  intended  ;  further,  as  we  could  not  tell 
the  intention  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  con- 
cerning us. 

Therefore,  as  individuals  who  belong  to  the  aforesaid 
Committee,  we  recommend  Jonathan  Eddy,  Esq.,  to  your 
Excellency,  who  will  acquaint  you  with  our  situation  ;  and 
we  pray  with  ardency  that  your  Excellency  will  please  to 
relieve  us,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  give  our  sentiments 
publickly,  and  join  with  our  little  strength,  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  Colonies,  in  preventing  the  ensigns  of  slavery 
from  being  set  up  in  any  part  of  this  great  empire.  We 
further  pray  your  Excellency  will  keep  this  our  request  as 
a  secret  at  present. 

We  do  separately  and  jointly  pray  for  the  success  of  your 
arms,  and  that  you  may  be  victorious,  and  vanquish  all  your 
enemies. 

We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Ekcellency's  most 
devoted  and  very  humble  servants, 

Elijah  Ayer,  Jesse  Bent, 

Nathaniel  Reynolds,      William  Maxwall, 
Mark  Patton, 
John  Allan, 
William  Lawrence, 
Ahasa  Killan, 


George  Forster, 
Simon  Newcomb, 
Robert  Foster, 
Simeon  Chester. 


Detail  of  the   Guards   in  the  Cambridge   Department, 
March  21,  1776. 


ProBpect-Hill 

Cobble-Hill 

Leclimere's  Point 

Main  Guard  in  Cambridge. 
Magazine,  Winler-Hill. . . . 
Main  Guard,  Winler-Hill.. . 

Barrack  Guards 

Provost's  Guards 

General  Officers'  Guards. . . 
Hospilal  Guards 
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Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
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Detail  oj  the  Guards  in  the  Roxbury  Department,  March 
21,  1776. 
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Total 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  25,  1776. 
(Parole,  Charleetoum.y  (Coumersign,  Ruiledge.) 

The  Wagonmastei-s  and  Company  of  Carpenters  in  Bos- 
ton, to  receive  and  obey  all  such  orders  and  directions  as 
Brigadier-General  Greene  shall  think  proper  to  give.  The 
Hospital  and  Regimental  Surgeons  to  examine  carefully  the 
state  of  their  sick,  and  whenever  they  discover  the  smallest 
symptom  of  the  small-pox,  they  are  without  delay  to  send 
the  patient  to  the  Small-Pox  Hospital  in  Cambridge. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  26,  1776. 

(Parole,  Martinico.)  (Countersign,  Barbadoes.) 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  27,  1776. 
(Parole,  Sitpaniola  )  (Couiilerfign,  Yi/r*  ) 

The  Colonels,  or  commanding  officers  of  the  Regiments 
of  Militia,  are  desired  to  make  up  their  pay  abstracts  to  the 
1st  of  April.  They  will  be  allowed  pay  until  they  get  home, 
estimating  every  twenty  miles  they  have  to  travel  as  one 
day's  pay.  They  will  be  allowed  also  one  penny  a  mile  in 
lieu  of  rations  for  their  expenses  in  return.  The  pay  of  the 
Militia  is  to  commence  from  the  day  the  men  marched  from 
their  respective  towns,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  last  were 
paid.  If  more  than  this  is  expected,  a  separate  account 
must  be  exhibited  by  each  Regiment ;  as  the  General  does 
not  think  himself  audiorized  to  pay  them  otherwise  in  behalf 
of  the  Continent  than  as  above,  and  agreeable  to  former 
practice ;  nor  did  he  conceive  that  pay  could  possibly  be 
demanded  by  Militia  whilst  they  remained  at  home,  about 
their  private  concerns,  until  a  Company  could  be  completed. 
The  penny  per  mile  is  to  be  allowed  for  their  coming  to  camp, 
if  it  has  not  been  already  paid.  As  there  can  be  no  cor- 
recting of  Militia  accounts  without  great  difficulty,  after  they 
are  once  passed  and  paid,  the  General  desires  that  the  Colo- 
nels, or  commanding  officers  of  those  Regiments,  will  be  par- 
ticularly careful  in  seeing  they  are  exactly  stated.  To  this 
end,  the  Captain,  or  commanding  officer,  of  each  Company, 
is  to  exhibit  to  the  Colonel,  or  officer  commanding  the  Regi- 
ment he  belongs  to,  his  pay-roll,  agreeable  to  the  foregoing 
directions,  upon  oath,  which  rolls  are  to  accompany  the  pay 
abstracts  as  vouchers  to  it. 

Upon  an  alarm,  Reed's,  Nixon's,  and  Poor's  Regiments, 
are  to  repair  to  Bunker's  Hill;  Varnum's  and  Hitchcock's, 
to  man  the  Fort  upon  Prospect-Hill ;  Little's  to  repair  to 
Cobbk-Hill ;  Arnold's  and  Robinson's  Regiments  to  Lech- 
mere's  Point ;  and  Smith's  Regiment  is  to  parade  at  the 
White-House  Guard,  and  there  wait  for  orders.  Phinny's 
and  Arnold's  are  positively  ordered  to  send  immediately  to 
the  Continental  store  for  new  clothing. 


LORD    GEORGE    GERMAINE    TO    GENERAL    HOWE. 

Whitehall,  March  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  There  being  no  ship-of-war  in  immediate  readiness 
to  sail  for  North- America,  I  have  thought  fit  to  despatch  one 
of  his  Majesty's  armed  packets  with  this  letter,  that  you 
may  be  informed  as  early  as  possible  of  the  additional  force 
you  are  to  expect  fix)m  hence,  and  of  the  present  state  of  our 
preparations. 


The  enclosed  treaties  will  inforin  you  of  the  number  of 
foreign  auxiliary  troops  engaged  to  serve  in  North-America ; 
of  which  number  twelve  thousand  two  hundred  men,  being  the 
whole  body  of  Hessians,  are  intended  to  serve  in  the  Army 
under  your  command,  and  the  Brunswickers,  Waldeckera, 
and  the  Regiment  of  the  hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse,  to- 
gether with  the  nine  British  Battalions  and  the  whole  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Maclean's  corps,  are  to  serve  in  Canada 
under  General  Carleton. 

The  transjwrts  for  the  First  Division  of  Hessians,  amount- 
ing to  eight  thousand  two  lumdred  men,  are  already  com- 
pleted for  embarkation.  A  detachment  of  guardsi,  consisting 
of  one  thousand  and  ninety-eight  men,  formed  into  a  distinct 
corps,  is  on  its  march  to  Portsmouth  ;  and  I  am  not  without 
hope  that  the  First  Division  of  Hessians  may  arrive  at  Spil- 
head  in  time,  so  that  the  whole  may  proceed  to  North- Ame- 
rica together. 

It  appears  to  me,  as  far  as  I  stand  informed  at  present, 
that  this  body  of  troops  should  proceed  to  Rhode-Lland ; 
and  I  shall  take  the  King's  pleasure  for  the  necessary 
instructions  accordingly,  in  confidence  that,  if  you  approve 
of  that  destination,  they  will  find  upon  their  arrival  there 
such  orders  from  you  as  will  determine  their  future  proceed- 
ings ;  or,  otherwise,  that  a  proper  number  of  cruisers  will 
be  stationed  upon  the  coast  to  watch  the  arrival  of  the  fleet, 
and  to  proceed  with  it  to  such  other  place  as  you  shall 
appoint. 

The  difficulties  in  procuring  transports  have  been  very 
great,  and  it  is  impossible  as  yet  to  form  a  guess  when  a 
sufficient  number  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  Second  Divi- 
sion of  the  Hessians ;  but  I  trust  it  will  not  be  long  first, 
and  that  the  corps  of  Highlanders,  consisting  of  the  Forty- 
Second  and  Seventy-First  Regiments,  making  together  three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  men,  which  are  nearly, 
if  not  entirely,  completed,  will  embark  by  the  Clyde,  the 
20th  of  next  month  at  farthest. 

The  delays  and  disappointments  which  have  attended  the 
armament  sent  out  to  the  Southern  Colonies,  have  been 
greater  than  could  have  been  expected ;  and  as  the  fleet 
(lid  not  leave  Cork  before  the  12di  of  last  month,  and  after- 
wards met  with  very  tempestuous  weather,  in  which  many 
ships  were  separated,  and  put  back  b  distress,  there  is  but 
little  hope  that  any  of  the  objects  of  that  expedition  can  be 
obtained  ;  and,  therefore,  I  received  the  King's  command  to 
despatch  a  vessel  after  the  fleet,  with  a  letter  to  Major-Gene- 
ral  Clinton,  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  copy,  and  also  of  the 
instructions  sent,  at  die  same  time,  by  the  Admiralty  to  Sir 
Peter  Parker. 

The  effect  of  these  orders  will  probably  be,  that  the  whole, 
or  at  least  the  greatest  part  of  that  armament,  will  join  you 
as  early  as  the  troops  can  arrive  from  hence ;  so  that  you 
may  be  able  to  open  the  campaign  in  the  month  of  May  or 
beginning  of  June. 

Our  recruiting  for  some  time  went  on  very  slowly,  and 
the  men  raised  in  Ireland  will  be  of  little  use  to  you.  Since 
the  parties  have  been  removed  to  England,  we  have  had 
better  success,  and  the  recruits  raised  may  make  soldiers. 
They  will  be  sent  over  to  you  by  different  ships  as  opportu- 
nities offer,  or  whenever  a  number  is  collected  sufficient  to 
be  the  object  of  a  separate  embarkation ;  but  there  is  no 
prospect  that  we  shall  be  able  to  procure  in  time  for  this 
campaign  all  that  are  necessary  to  complete  the  augmenta- 
tion. 

I  observe  that,  in  your  disposition  of  the  battalions  under 
your  command,  you  include  the  Sixth  Regiment,  at  St.  Vin- 
cent's, and  therefore  it  was  the  King's  intention  to  give  you 
that  regiment  complete,  by  turning  over  to  it  the  efiective 
men  of  the  Forty-Eighth ;  but  the  slow  progress  made  in 
forming  the  additional  Battalions  and  Companies  of  the 
Royal  Americans,  has  made  it  impossible  to  take  both  tlie 
Sixth  and  Forty-Eighth  from  the  ceded  Islands  for  the  pre- 
sent ;  and,  therefore,  all  that  we  can  do  is,  to  give  you  the 
Sixth  Regiment  in  its  present  state ;  and  you  will  therefore 
send  for  it  when  you  can  spare  transports  for  that  purpose ; 
and  as  Uiere  are  many  recruits  already  raised  for  that  corps, 
they  will  be  sent  immediately  to  you,  by  wliich  means  that 
battalion  will  be  tolerably  complete. 

With  regard  to  the  service  on  the  side  of  Canada,  and 
the  operations  of  the  force  to  be  employed  there,  (of  the  ex- 
tent of  wiiich  you  are  already  informed,)  it  will  depend  upon 
the  situation  of  affairs  in  tliat  Province.     But  if  the  Rebels 


527 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MARCH,  1776. 


528 


shall,  in  consequence  of  their  repulse  and  defeat  on  the  31st 
of  December,  have  given  up  all  thoughts  of  conquest  on  that 
side,  which  is  most  probahly  the  case,  there  is  good  ground 
to  hope  that  the  Amiy  will  be  able  to  advance  into  the  other 
Colonies  by  the  passage  of  the  lakes,  and  accordingly,  every 
proper  preparation  has  been  made  here  that  can  give  facility 
to  such  a  plan. 

As  far  as  I  can  judge  of  what  is  likely  to  be  the  general 
plan  of  operations  in  North- America,  and,  indeed,  in  all 
events,  the  securing  the  affection  and  assistance  of  our  old 
friends  and  allies,  the  Indians  of  the  »S'i.r  Nations,  is  a  con- 
sideration ol"no  small  importance  ;  and  I  hope  Colonel  Guy 
Johnson,  who  is  now  here,  and  is  preparing  to  return  by  the 
first  ship,  will  be  found  useful.  The  King  has  been  pleased 
to  give  him  the  same  commission  and  appointments  as  were 
given  to  Sir  William  Johnson  in  1756;  and  he  is  in  all 
respects  made  subject  to  your  direction  and  control.  You 
will  therefore  employ  him  in  such  manner,  and  give  him  such 
instmctions,  as  you  shall  think  necessarj'  and  proper. 

I  have  already  acquainted  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  of 
February,  of  his  Majesty's  intention  to  give  higher  rank  to 
his  General  Officers  serving  in  North-America,  and  enclosed 
1  send  you  a  list  of  the  commissions  which  have  been  signed 
by  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose,  with  the  date  of  each  com- 
mission respectively. 

You  will  observe  that  the  rank  given  by  these  commis- 
sions is  confined  to  America  only ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  this 
arrangement  will  have  the  effect  to  prevent  any  embarrass- 
ment or  inconvenience  which  might  otherwise  arise  from  the 
General  Officers  of  the  foreign  troops  claiming  the  command 
in  consequence  of  their  superior  rank. 

In  your  letters  of  the  16th  and  22d  of  January,  (Nos.  7 
and  8,)  you  express  a  wish  to  receive  instmctions  concerning 
the  corps  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mac- 
lean and  Gorham.  I  have,  therefore,  made  inquiry  into  that 
matter,  and  find  that  his  Majesty's  pleasure  was  signified  by 
my  predecessor  in  office  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  autho- 
rizing him  to  raise  such  Corps,  and  to  grant  commissions  for 
that  purpose  ;  but  the  officers  were  not  to  be  entitled  to 
half-pay,  or  to  have  any  other  rank  than  what  was  allotted 
to  the  like  corps  in  the  last  war. 

With  regard  to  the  bounty-money  and  pay  of  these  Pro- 
vincial levies,  I  apprehend  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
must  supply  the  sums  necessary  for  that  purpose ;  but  the 
proper  steps  have  been  taken  for  supplying  them  here  with 
clothing,  arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  also  with  tents  and 
other  camp  necessaries.  These  are  the  regulations  which 
were  thought  fit  with  respect  to  those  corps,  and  they  will 
equally  apply  to  the  Nova-Scotia  Regiment,  or  any  other 
Provincial  corps  which  may  be  raised  in  America  for  his 
Majesty's  service  in  the  present  rebellion. 

I  must  not  conclude  this  letter  without  congratulating  you 
upon  the  appointment  of  Lord  Howe  to  be  the  Naval  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  North-America.  The  choice  his  Ma- 
jesty has  been  pleased  to  make  of  so  able  and  experienced 
an  officer,  has  given  universal  satisfaction,  and  will,  I  am 
persuaded,  have  the  most  happy  consequences. 

I  am,  &ic.  George  Germaine. 

To  General  Howe. 

P.  S.  You  will  observe  that,  in  speaking  of  the  force  to 
be  employed  in  Canada,  I  have  mentioned  only  nine  British 
Battalions,  in  which  I  have  not  included  Lord  Cornwallis's 
Regiment,  which  I  acquainted  you  in  my  letter  of  the  1st  of 
February  was  to  be  sent  to  ^uebeck  as  soon  as  it  returned 
from  the  expedition  to  the  Southward. 


TO   THE    PEOPLE    OP    ENGLAND. 

London,  March  28,  1776. 
The  doctrine  of  recumng  to  the  first  principles  on  cala- 
mitous occasions  not  possible  to  be  provided  against  by  the 
positive  laws  of  the  State,  was,  till  the  Revolution,  the 
theme  of  logical  disputes,  and  the  portion  of  abstract  opi- 
nion. But  at  that  glorious  era  in  the  history  of  tlie  world, 
as  well  as  of  this  country,  it  remained  no  longer  a  problem 
of  the  schools;  it  became  law;  and  when  the  Crown  press- 
ed King  fVilliam's  brows,  Monarchy  and  the  rights  of  man- 
kind were,  for  the  first  time  in  human  annals,  made  conso- 
nant and  compatible — prerogative  and  private  rights,  obe- 
dience and  resistance,  so  wisely  blended  together,  tliat  no 


man  who  has  ever  since  that  day  dared  to  violate  its  purify, 
but  must  answer  lor  a  crime  against  nature  at  the  bar  of 
God. 

This  palladium,  purified  fi'om  the  rubbish,  washed  from 
the  blood  of  five  hundred  years,  placed  by  a  kind  of  mira- 
cle in  your  hands,  and  your  right  to  preserve  it  made  the 
tenure  of  the  Royal  authority  itself,  you  suffered,  in  thirty 
years  afterwards,  without  munnuring,  to  be  removed  from 
amongst  you,  though  the  pretext  for  doing  it  only  added 
insult  to  injury  ;  and,  couched  as  it  was  under  Parliamen- 
tary language,  was  a  gross  and  impudent  affiwnt  to  the 
nation. 

As  I  address  myself  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people, 
rich  and  poor,  many  of  whose  situations  set  them  aloof  from 
a  knowledge  of  our  history  and  Constitution,  I  assert,  that 
that  Pariiament,  which  continued  itself  from  three  years  to 
seven,  was  guilty  of  a  notorious  breach  of  publick  trust; 
and  that  the  King,  when  he  confirmed  the  act,  broke  his 
coronation  oath  of  Government  according  to  law.  From 
that  period  we  are  to  date  that  omnij)otence  of  Parliament, 
which  is  now  shaking  the  empire  to  the  centre,  in  less  than 
ninety  years  from  the  birth  of  the  Constitution.  By  suffer- 
ing that  stroke  of  Parliamentary  magick  to  pass  unpunished, 
the  allegiance  of  the  Commons  was  annihilated  and  dis 
solved ;  since  at  any  time,  by  submission  to  the  two  other 
estates,  they  might,  from  peaceable  and  undisputed  prece- 
dent, renew  their  lease,  and  usurp  your  elective  rights. 

This  opus  magnum,  this  grand  elixir  of  life,  being  thus 
discovered,  the  terrours  of  retribution  are  taken  away.  As 
long,  indeed,  eis  your  corruption  makes  a  vacancy,  like  the 
surrender  of  a  copyhold  estate,  to  be  granted  back  on  a 
fine,  or,  rather,  as  a  reserved  rent  on  a  freehold,  they  will 
submit  to  betray  you  under  the  humble  title  of  servants ;  but 
should  you  ever  recover  your  senses,  they  would  immedi- 
ately have  recourse  to  the  old  experiment  to  evade  your  re- 
sentment. Even  now  were  you  to  call  aloud  to  Parliament 
to  restore  the  honour,  the  peace,  and  commerce  of  the  na- 
tion, and  declare  you  would  no  longer  support  the  expenses 
of  a  ruinous  and  iniquitous  war,  you  would  soon  be  told 
that  the  Constitution  knows  no  other  power  than  the  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons ;  that  the  power  of  the  last,  when 
delegated,  cannot  be  dictated  to,  or  recalled ;  a  proclama- 
tion of  rebellion  would  be  issued ;  the  Militia  would  be  em- 
bodied into  a  standing  Anny ;  and  you  would  be  taxed  to 
the  teeth  to  defray  the  charges  of  your  own  subjection. 

Make  the  case  of  America  your  own,  then,  before  it  is 
too  late.  The  same  scenes  are  preparing  for  Ireland,  and 
you  must  drink  the  dregs  of  both  the  cups.  If  you  suffer 
an  infringement  of  the  rights  of  the  remotest  verge  of  the 
empire,  it  will  soon  run,  like  electricity,  to  the  centre. 
Strip  off  the  bark  from  the  hardy  oak,  and  the  heart  will 
soon  follow  in  decay.  Rouse  yourselves  from  the  sleep  in 
which  the  opiate  of  influence  has  hushed  the  British  dra- 
gon till  his  head  be  cut  off.  Try  the  experiment  of  send- 
ing your  instructions  to  tlje  Commons,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war;  and  if  my  prophecy  be  fulfilled  in  their  reception,  you 
already  know  the  legal  powers  of  redress  with  which  you 
are  invested  by  the  Constitution.  Americus 


ROBERT     TREAT     PAINE     TO     NEW-YORK     COMMITTEE     OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  88,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the 
urgent  innrortance  to  the  safety,  freedom,  and  wealth  of  the 
United  Colonies,  that  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre  and  gun- 
powder should  be  established  in  all  of  them,  in  addition  to 
their  former  resolves  on  that  subject,  have  passed  those 
herewith  enclosed,  and  appointed  the  Committee  therein 
mentioned.  In  pursuance  of  this  trust,  the  Committee  trans- 
mit you  the  resolves ;  and,  being  deeply  impressed  with 
their  imjMrtance  to  our  common  cause,  think  themselves  in 
duty  bound  to  urge  upon  you  the  inunediate  and  vigorous 
execution  of  them. 

The  erection  of  publick  works  (as  mentioned  in  the  re- 
solves) will  be  the  first  step  to  promote  this  useful  business. 
If  prosecuted  with  skill  and  diligence,  it  will  ensure  the 
making  saltpetre  in  large  quantities,  and  will  also  afford  the 
best  method  for  suitable  persons  to  learn  the  process ;  and 
fjxjm  thence  be  sent  abroad  to  teach  those  who  have  not  an 
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opportunity  of  learning  from  these  publick  worics  ;  for  it  is 
tliought  an  object  of  the  greatest  concern  that  private  fami- 
lies should  be  induced  to  make  it.  The  inconsiderable  ex- 
pense attending  the  making  it  in  families,  when  the  method 
is  once  understood,  and  the  quantities  that  each  family  may 
make,  should  remove  all  objections  to  their  putting  it  into 
immediate  practice. 

When  we  consider  the  great  consumption  of  saltpetre, 
used  as  medicine,  in  preserving  meat,  and  in  gunpowder, 
even  in  times  of  peace,  it  should  seem  a  suflicient  induce- 
ment to  private  families  to  learn  and  practise  this  art ;  but 
most  of  all,  when  so  large  quantities  are  wanted  for  our  ne- 
cessary defence,  and  when  it  will,  in  a  great  measure,  sup- 
ply the  want  of  salt,  which  the  rage  of  our  enemies  may 
render  scarce,  it  should  not  reasonably  be  supposed  that  any 
true  American  will  neglect  it. 

As  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  every  Colony  may 
produce  saltpetre  enough,  at  least,  for  their  own  consump- 
tion, it  is  necessary  that  powder-mills  be  erected,  and  skilful 
persons  provided  to  manufacture  gunpowder,  and  proper 
regulations  established  for  preventing  their  explosion. 

It  is  supposed  that  sulphur  may  be  found  in  many  Colo- 
nies, and  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  collected.  Trials 
may  be  made  at  places  supposed  to  contain  it,  at  no  great 
expense. 

It  must  afford  great  pleasure  to  find  that  some  Colonies 
have  already,  in  a  measure,  anticipated  the  design  of  these 
resolves ;  from  the  good  effects  of  which,  it  is  clearly  evinced 
that  we  can  never  want  the  most  abundant  supply  of  ammu- 
nition from  our  own  manufactures,  but  through  inattention 
and  neglect. 

We  doubt  not  you  will  consider  these  proceedings  as  de- 
signed to  promote  the  best  welfare  of  the  Colonies,  and  that 
you  will,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  from  time  to  time,  inform 
the  Congress  of  the  state  of  these  manufactures  in  your  Co- 
lony ;  of  the  quantity  of  saltpetre  already  made ;  the  prepa- 
ration for,  and  prospects  of,  increasing  it ;  what  quantities  of 
gunpowder  are  already  made ;  and  the  state  of  your  powder- 
mills  ;  and  also,  what  discovery  is  made  of  sulphur  mines, 
and  the  progress  in  working  them. 

Supposing  the  most  approved  method  of  making  saltpetre 
may  not  have  reached  you,  we  have  enclosed  such  as  expe- 
rience in  some  Colonies  has  recommended. 

The  laying  together  suitable  composts,  either  in  fences  or 
beds,  in  order  to  collect  nitrous  matter,  seems  necessary  to 
be  immediately  attended  to,  as  the  earth  from  under  old 
buildings  mjiy  soon  be  exhausted. 

It  is  hoped  this  effort  of  the  Congress  will  have  the  desired 
effect ;  without  which,  we  have  reason  to  fear  it  will,  ere 
long,  be  said  of  us,  that  we  are  become  slaves  because  we 
were  not  industrious  enough  to  be  free. 

By  order  of  the  Committee,  I  subscribe  myself  your  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  Robert  Treat  Paine. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  of 

the  Colony  of  New-York. 

P.  S.  I  take  the  liberty  herewith  to  send  an  extract  from 
Dr.  Brownrigg's  Treatise  of  making  Salt.  The  climate  is 
so  suitable,  and  there  are  so  many  places  on  our  sea-coasts 
where  neither  men-of-war  nor  cutters  can  come,  where  salt 
may  be  made  in  plenty,  that  it  is  hoped  some  persons  of 
judgment  and  application  will  immediately  undertake  it. 

The  extract  was  made  for  the  sake  of  those  who  are  un- 
acquainted with  the  original,  to  which  recourse  may  easily 
be  had  by  those  who  are  disposed  to  manufacture  white 
salt. 

Any  account  of  your  success  in  these  undertakings  must 
give  great  pleasure  to  all  loyei-s  of  America.      R.  T.  P. 


TO    CATO. 


Philadelphia,  March  28,  1776. 

To  be  nobly  wrong  is  more  manly  than  to  be  meanly 
rlidit.  Only  let  the  error  be  disinterested — let  it  wear  not 
th^e  mask,  but  the  mark  of  principle,  and  it  is  pardonable. 
It  is  on  this  large  and  liberal  ground  that  we  distinguish  be- 
tween men  and  their  tenets,  and  generously  preserve  our 
friendshij)  for  the  one,  while  we  combat  witli  every  preju- 
dice of  the  other.  But  let  not  Cato  take  this  compliment 
to  himself.  He  stands  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  dis- 
tinction—he deserves  it  not ;  and  if  the  sincerity  of  disdain 
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can  add  a  cubit  to  the  stature  of  my  sentiments,  it  shall  not 
be  wanting. 

It  is  indifferent  to  me  who  the  writer  of  Cato^s  letters  are, 
and  sufficient  for  me  to  know  that  they  are  gorged  with  ab- 
surdity, confusion,  contradiction,  and  tlie  most  notorious  and 
wilful  falsehoods.  Let  Cato  and  his  faction  be  against  Inde- 
pendence, and  welcome ;  their  consequence  will  not  now 
turn  the  scale  ;  but  let  them  have  regard  to  justice,  and  pay 
some  attention  to  the  plain  doctrine  of  reason.  Where  these 
are  wanting,  the  sacred  cause  of  truth  applauds  our  anger, 
and  dignifies  it  widi  the  name  of  virtue. 

Four  lettei-s  have  already  appeared  under  the  specious 
name  of  Cato.  What  pretensions  the  writer  of  them  can 
have  to  the  signature,  the  publick  will  best  determine ; 
while,  on  my  own  part,  I  prophetically  content  myself  with 
contemplating  the  similarity  of  their  exits.  The  first  of 
those  letters  promised  a  second,  the  second  a  third,  the  third 
a  fourth ;  the  fourth  has  since  made  its  appearance,  and 
still  the  writer  keeps  wide  of  the  question.  Why  doth  he 
rims  loiter  in  the  suburbs  of  the  dispute  ?  Why  hath  he  not 
shown  us  what  the  numerous  blessings  of  reconciliation  are, 
and  proved  them  practicable?  But  he  cunningly  avoids 
the  point.  He  cannot  but  discover  the  rock  he  is  drivin"f 
on.  The  fate  of  the  Roman  Cato  is  before  his  eyes  ;  and 
that  the  publick  may  be  prepared  for  his  funeral,  and  for 
his  funeral  oration,  I  will  venture  to  predict  the  time  and 
the  manner  of  his  exit.  The  moment  he  explains  liis  terms 
of  reconciliation,  the  typographical  Cato  dies.  If  they  be 
calculated  to  please  die  Cabinet,  they  will  not  go  down 
with  the  Colonies ;  and  if  they  be  suited  to  the  Colonies, 
they  will  be  rejected  by  the  Cabinet.  The  line  of  no-va- 
riation is  yet  unfound;  and,  like  the  Philosopher's  stone, 
doth  not  exist.  "  I  am  bold,"  says  Cato,  "to  declare,  and 
yet  hope  to  make  it  evident  to  every  honest  man,  that  the 
true  interest  o{  America  lies  in  reconciliation  with  Great 
Britain  on  constitutional  principles." 

This  is  a  curious  way  of  lumping  the  business,  indeed ! 
And  Cato  may  as  well  attempt  to  catch  lions  in  a  mouse- 
trap, as  to  hope  to  allure  the  publick  with  such  general  and 
unexplained  expressions.  It  is  now  a  mere  bugbear  to 
talk  of  reconciliation  on  constitutional  principles,  unless  the 
terms  of  the  first  be  produced,  and  the  sense  of  the  other  be 
defined ;  and  unless  he  does  this,  he  does  nothing. 

To  follow  Cato  through  every  absurdity  and  falsehood  in 
the  compass  of  a  letter*  is  impossible;  neither  is  it  now 
necessary.  Cassandra  (and  I  thank  him)  hath  saved  me 
much  trouble  ;  there  is  a  spirit  in  his  remarks  which  honesty 
only  can  inspire,  and  a  uniformity  in  the  conduct  of  his 
letter  which  the  want  of  principle  never  can  arrive  at. 
Mark  that,  Cato. 

One  observation,  which  I  cannot  help  making  on  Cato's 
letters,  is,  that  they  are  addressed  "  To  the  People  of  Penn- 
sylvania" only.  In  almost  any  other  writer  this  might  have 
passed  unnoticed  ;  but  we  know  it  hath  mischief  in  its  mean- 
ing. The  particular  circumstance  of  a  Convention  is  un- 
doubtedly Provincial,  but  the  great  business  of  the  day  is 
Continental ;  and  he  who  dares  to  endeavour  to  withdraw 
this  Province  from  the  glorious  Union,  by  which  all  are  sup- 
ported, deserves  the  reprobation  of  all  men.  It  is  the  true 
interest  of  the  whole  to  go  hand  in  hand ;  and  dismal,  in 
every  instance,  would  be  the  fate  of  that  Colony  which 
should  rptreat  from  the  protection  of  the  rest. 

The  first  of  Cato's  letters  is  insipid  in  its  style,  language, 
and  substance ;  crowded  with  personal  and  private  inuen- 
does,  and  directly  levelled  against  "  the  majesty  of  the  peo- 
ple o{  Pennsylvania."  The  Committee  could  only  call, 
propose,  or  recommend  a  Convention ;  but,  like  all  other 
publick  measures,  it  still  rested  widi  the  people  at  large 
whether  they  would  approve  it  or  not ;  and  Cato's  reasoning 
on  the  right  or  wrong  of  that  choice  is  contemptible  ;  be- 
cause, if  die  body  of  the  people  had  thought,  or  should  still 
think,  that  the  Assembly,  or  any  of  their  Delegates  in  Con- 
gress, by  sitting  under  the  embarrassment  of  oaths,  and  en- 
tangled with  Government  and  Governours,  are  not  so  per- 
fecriy  free  as  they  ought  to  be,  they  undoubtedly  had,  and 
still  have,  both  the  right  and  the  power  to  place  even  the 
whole  audiority  of  die  Assembly  in  any  body  of  men  they 
please  ;  and  whoever  is  hardy  enough  to  say  to  the-  contrary 
is  an  enemy  to  mankind.     The  Constitution  of  Pennsylva- 


•  The  writer  intended,  at  first,  to  have  contained  his  remarks  in  one 
letter. 
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nia  halh  been  twice  changed  throu!:h  the  cunning  of  fonncr 
Proprii'tors ;  surely  the  people,  ^vhos(^  right,  power,  and 
property  is  greater  than  that  of  any  single  man,  may  make 
such  alterations  in  their  mode  of  Government  as  the  change 
•of  times  and  things  require.  Cato  is  exceedingly  fond  of 
impressing  us  with  the  importance  of  our  "  chartered  Con- 
stitution." Alas !  we  are  not  now,  sir,  to  be  led  away  by 
the  jingle  of  a  phrase.  Had  we  framed  our  conduct  by  the 
contents  of  the  present  Chartei-s,  we  had,  ere  now,  been  in  a 
state  of  helpless  misery.  That  very  Assembly  you  men- 
tion hath  broken  it,  and  been  obliged  to  break  it,  in  almost 
every  instance  of  their  proceedings.  Hold  it  up  to  the 
publick,  and  it  is  transparent  with  holes — pierced  with  as 
many  deadly  wounds  as  the  body  of  Mackod.  Disturb  not 
its  remains,  Cato,  nor  dishonour  it  with  another  funeral  ora- 
tion. 

There  is  nothing  in  Cato's  first  letter  worthy  of  notice 
but  the  following  insinuating  falsehood :  "  Grievous  as  the 
least  restraint  of  the  Press  must  always  be,  to  a  people  en- 
titled to  freedom,,  it  must  be  the  more  so,  when  it  is  not  only 
unwarranted  by  those  to  whom  they  have  committed  the 
care  of  their  liberties,  but  cannot  be  warranted  by  them, 
consistent  with  liberty  itself." 

The  rude  and  unscliolastical  confusion  of  persons  in  the 
above  |)aragraph,  though  it  throws  an  obscurity  on  the  mean- 
ing, still  leaves  it  discoverable.  Who,  sir,  hath  laid  any  re- 
straint on  the  liberty  of  the.  Press  ?  I  know  of  no  instance  in 
which  the  Press  hath  been  even  the  object  of  notice,  in  this 
Province,  except  on  account  of  the  Tory  letter  from  Kent 
County,  which  was  published  last  spring  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Ledger,  and  which  it  was  the  duty  of  every  good  man  to  de- 
tect, because  the  honesty  of  the  Press  is  as  great  an  object  to 
society  as  the  freedom  of  it.  If  this  is  the  restraint  you  com- 
plain of,  we  know  your  true  character  at  once  ;  and  that  it  is 
so,  appears  evident  from  the  expression  which  immediately 
follows  the  above  quotation :  Your  words  are,  "  Nevertheless, 
we  readily  submitted  to  it,  while  the  least  colourable  pre- 
tence could  be  offered  for  requiring  such  a  submission." 
Who  submitted,  Catof — we  Whigs,  or  we  Tories?  Until 
you  clear  up  this,  sir,  you  must  content  yourself  with  being 
ranked  among  the  rankest  of  the  writing  Tories ;  because 
no  other  body  of  men  can  have  any  pretence  to  complain 
of  want  of  freedom  of  the  Press.  It  is  not  your  throwing 
out,  now  and  then,  a  little  popular  phrase,  which  can  pro- 
tect you  from  suspicion ;  they  are  only  the  gildings  under 
which  the  poison  is  conveyed,  and  without  which  you  dared 
not  to  renew  your  attempts  on  the  virtue  of  the  people. 

Cato^s  second  letter,  or  the  greatest  part  thereof,  is  taken 
up  with  the  reverence  due  from  us  to  the  persons  and  au- 
thority of  the  Commissioners ;  whom  Cato  vainly  and  ridicu- 
lously styles  "  Ambassadors  coming  to  negotiate  a  peace." 
How  came  Cato  not  to  be  let  a  little  better  into  the  secret  ? 
The  act  of  Parliament  which  describes  the  powers  of  these 
men,  hath  been  in  this  city  upwards  of  a  month,  and  in  the 
hands,  too,  of  Cato's  friends.  No,  sir,  they  are  not  the  am- 
bassadors of  peace,  but  the  distributors  of  pardons,  mischief, 
and  insult.  Cato  discovers  a  gross  ignorance  of  the  British 
Constitution,  in  supposing  that  these  men  can  be  empower- 
ed to  act  as  Ambassadors.  To  prevent  his  future  errors,  I 
will  set  him  right.  The  present  war  differs  from  every  other 
in  this  instance,  viz :  that  it  is  not  carried  on  under  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown,  as  other  wars  have  always  been,  but 
under  the  authority  of  the  whole  Legislative  power  united  ; 
and  as  the  barriers  which  stand  in  the  way  of  a  negotiation 
are  not  Proclamations,  but  Acts  of  Parliament ;  it  evidently 
follows,  that  were  even  the  King  of  England  here  in  per- 
son, he  could  not  ratify  the  terms  or  conditions  of  a  recon- 
ciliation ;  because,  in  the  single  character  of  King,  he  could 
not  stipulate  for  the  repeal  of  any  acts  of  Pariiament ; 
neither  can  the  Pariiament  stipulate  for  him.  There  is  no 
body  of  men  more  jealous  of  their  privileges  than  the  Com- 
mons ;  because  they  sell  them.     Mark  that,  Cato. 

I  have  not  the  least  doubt  upon  me  but  that  their  business 

(exclusive  of  granting  us  pardons)  is  downright  bribery  and 

corruption.     It  is  the  machine  by  which  they  effect  all  their 

;^Ians.     We  ought  to  view  them  as  enemies  of  a  most  dan- 

Igerous  species  ;  and  he  who  means  not  to  be  corrupted  by 

■<tht.m,  will  enter  his  protest  in  time.    Are  they  not  the  very 

me«  who  are  paid  for  voting  in  every  measure  against  us  ? 

.ian^-ought  we  not  to  suspect  their  designs  ?     Can  we  view 

J  lixe^^rbarians  as  friends  ?    Would  it  be  prudent  to  trust  the 


viper  in  our  very  bosoms  ?  Or  to  suffer  them  to  ramble  at 
large  among  us,  while  such  doubtful  characters  as  Cato  have 
a  being  upon  the  Continent  ?  Yet  let  their  persons  be  safe 
from  injury  and  outrage — but  trust  them  not.  Our  business 
with  tliem  is  short  and  explicit,  viz:  we  are  desirous  of 
peace,  gentlemen  ;  we  are  ready  to  ratify  the  terms,  and 
will  virtuously  fulfil  the  conditions  thereof;  but  we  should 
deserve  all  and  every  misery  which  tyranny  can  inflict,  were 
we,  after  suffering  such  a  repetition  of  savage  barbarities,  to 
come  under  your  Government  again. 

Cato,  by  way  of  stealing  into  credit,  says,  that  "  the  con- 
test we  are  engaged  in  is  founded  on  the  most  noble  and 
virtuous  principles  which  can  animate  the  mind  of  man. 
We  are  contending  (says  he)  against  an  arbitrary  Ministry, 
for  the  rights  of  Englishmen."  No,  Cato,  we  are  now  con- 
tending against  an  arbitrarj-  King,  to  get  clear  of  his  tyranny. 
While  the  dispute  rested  in  words  only,  it  might  be  called 
"  contending  with  the  Ministry  ;"  but  since  it  is  broken  out 
into  open  war,  it  is  high  time  to  have  done  with  such  silly 
and  water-gruel  definitions.  But  it  suits  not  Cato  to  speak 
the  truth.  It  is  his  interest  to  dress  up  the  sceptered  savage 
in  the  mildest  colours.  Cato's  patent  for  a  large  tract  of  land 
is  yet  unsigned.     Alas,  poor  Cato ! 

Cato  proceeds  very  importantly  to  tell  us,  "  that  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe  are  upon  us."  This  stale  and  hackneyed 
phrase  hath  had  a  regular  descent  from  many  of  the  King's 
speeches  down  to  several  of  the  speeches  in  Parliament ; 
from  thence  it  took  a  turn  among  the  little  wits  and  bucks 
of  St.  James's  ;  till,  after  suffering  all  the  torture  of  senseless 
repetition,  and  being  reduced  to  a  state  of  vagrancy,  it  was 
charitably  picked  up  to  embellish  the  second  letter  of  Cato. 
It  is  truly,  of  the  bugbear  kind  ;  contains  no  meaning,  and 
the  very  using  it  discovers  a  ban-enness  of  invention.  It 
signifies  nothing  to  tell  us  "  that  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  are 
upon  us,"  unless  he  had  likewise  told  us  what  they  are  look- 
ing at  us  for ;  which,  as  he  hath  not  done,  I  will :  They  are 
looking  at  us,  Cato,  in  hopes  of  seeing  a  final  separation 
between  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  that  they  (the  lookers  on) 
may  partake  of  a  free  and  uninterrupted  trade  with  the  whole 
Continent  of  America.    Cato !  thou  reasonest  wrong. 

For  the  present,  sir,  farewell.  I  have  seen  thy  soliloquy, 
and  despise  it.  Remember,  thou  hast  thrown  me  the  glove, 
Cato,  and  either  thee  or  I  must  tire.  I  fear  not  the  field  of 
fair  debate ;  but  thou  hast  stepped  aside,  and  made  it  per- 
sonal. Thou  hast  tauntingly  called  on  me  by  name.  And 
if  I  cease  to  hunt  thee  from  every  lane  and  lurking  hole  of 
mischief,  and  bring  thee  not  a  trembling  culprit  before  the 
publick  bar,  then  brand  me  with  reproach,  by  naming  me  in 
the  list  of  your  confederates.  m      t:> 

•'  1  HE  r  OHESTER. 


GERMANTOWN    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Germantown,  March  28,  1776. 

Whereas  complaints  have  been  made  to  this  Committee, 
that  divers  persons  of  this  Township,  retailers  of  Salt,  and 
other  articles,  are  inclined  to  take  advantage  of  our  dis- 
tressed situation,  by  holding  some  articles  at  an  exorbitant 
price,  especially  that  most  necessary  article  of  Salt,  notwith- 
standing the  reasonable  regulations  so  lately  made  by  the 
Committee  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  w  ho  have  found 
the  scarcity  of  many  articles  to  be  artificial,  and  therefore 
have  rated  them  accordingly,  viz :  Lisbon  Salt,  at  four  shil- 
lings per  single  bushel,  or  greater  quantity,  and  Liverpool 
blond  Salt  at  five  shillings  per  bushel : 

Besolved,  therefore.  That  the  venders  of  Salt  wltiiin  this 
Township  ought  to  advance  only  three  pence  per  bushel  on 
the  above  prices,  to  defray  the  carriage  thereof.  And  as  many 
poor  people  are  under  a  necessity  of  buying  their  Salt  by  ■ 
small  quantities,  in  such  cases,  we  recommend  it  to  be  sold 
at  the  rate  of  nine  pence  per  half-peck. 

Should  this  Committee  receive  any  more  such  disagree- 
able complaints  for  the  future,  the  persons  occasioning  the 
same  need  not  be  surprised  to  see  theii-  names  published  to 
their  distressed  country. 

Joseph  Ferree, 
James  Heaslet, 
Jacob  Hall, 
Samuel  Mechlin, 
Martin  Showecker, 
John  Rex. 
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PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    MR.    DEWEES. 

Philadelphia,  March.28,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  command  from  the  Congress  to  desire 
you  immediately  to  confine,  in  separate  apartments,  Mr. 
Connolly,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Kirkland,  who  were  some 
time  past  committed  to  your  custody  by  order  of  Congress  ; 
and  1  am  further  to  direct  that  you  suffer  no  person  what- 
ever to  visit  or  converse  with  either  of  tiie  above-named 
persons,  without  an  order  from  me  in  writing. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President, 

To  Mr.  Dewees,  Keeper  of  tlie  Philadelphia  Prison. 

PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    NEW-JERSEY    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  March  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  two  letters  of  the  27th  being  received  by  ex- 
press, were  communicated  to  Congress ;  and  I  have  their 
orders  to  inform  you,  that  the  Congress  see  no  reason  to 
change  their  requisition  of  the  15th. 

1  have  it,  therefore,  in  command,  to  request  you  to  exert 
your  utmost  endeavours  in  expediting  the  march  of  the  troops 
to  New-  York,  agreeable  to  the  requisition  of  the  command- 
ing officer.     1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  and  Gentlemen 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey,  at  Trenton. 


NEW-JERSEY  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  PRESIDENT  OF 
CONGRESS. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  NewJersey,  March  28,  1776. 
Sir  :  Major  Dunn,  the  bearer  hereof,  has  represented  to 
this  Committee  that  on  the  return  of  Colonel  Heard  from 
Philadelphia,  where  he  had  been  in  order  to  lay  the  ac- 
counts of  his  expenditures  to  Long-Island  before  the  honour- 
able Congress,  and  reporting  that  the  detachment  of  Militia 
under  his  command  in  that  service  were  only  allowed  for 
their  subsistence  while  on  that  expedition,  it  caused  a  gene- 
ral dissatisfaction  among  them,  alleging  they  thought  it  but 
reasonable  they  should  receive  the  same  pay  while  on  the 
service  of  the  Continental  Congress,  as  other  troops  em- 
ployed by  them.  This  Committee  taking  the  said  repre- 
sentation into  consideration,  and  finding  that  Colonel  Heard 
received  express  order  from  Congress  immediately  to  march 
the  Minute-men  under  his  command,  and  transmit  an  ac- 
count of  his  expenditures,  while  on  that  service,  to  Congress ; 
also  a  letter  from  your  honourable  body,  of  the  25th  of  Oc- 
tober last,  directed  to  our  Provincial  Congress,  wherein  you 
say  that  "  where  they  (Minute-men)  are  taken  into  Conti- 
nental service,  they  will  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  as  the 
other  Continental  troops ;"  and  as  these  men,  on  account  of 
the  inclemency  of  the  season,  were  obliged  to  pass  through 
much  fatigue  and  hardship,  and  many  of  them  chiefly  de- 
pendant on  their  daily  labour  for  support,  we  cannot  forbear 
humbly  hoping  that  the  honourable  Congress  will  reconsider 
their  case,  and  grant  them  redress. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- Jersey  : 
Hendrick  Fisher,  Vice-President. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


WILLIAM    BURNET    TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Newarft,  March  28,  1776. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you,  my  Lord,  that  John 
Youni^,  the  Professor,  who  made  his  escape  from  the  guard 
here,  was  taken  up  at  Elizabethtown  this  morning,  and  is 
now  in  jail  there.  I  am  going  down  there  to  examine  him 
immediately,  in  hopes  to  find  who  has  harboured  him  here, 
and  by  what  means  he  made  his  escape.  Perhaps  it  will 
be  best  to  keep  him  here  a  few  days :  something  important 
may  be  discovered.  However,  we  want  your  orders.  The 
Committee  is  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next,  when  the  guard 
are  to  be  tried  for  their  negligence.  If  you  think  proper 
for  him  to  be  detained  until  that  time,  we  will  have  diem 
face  to  face. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 


William  Burnet. 


To  Lord  Stirling. 


JOHN    HARING    to    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Orangetown,  March  28,  1776. 

Sir:  Colonel  Lent  was  with  me  the  evening  before  last, 
and  appeared  to  be  much  out  of  humor  on  account  of  the 
late  behaviour  of  part  of  his  regiment.  He  says  that  his 
ordei-s  have  been  treated  with  contempt,  and  himself  slan- 
dered, by  those  from  whom  he  expected  assistance. 

The  Colonel  has,  for  a  number  of  years  last  past,  been  a 
Militia  officer,  and  I  believe  we  never  had  one  who  was 
more  punctual  in  obeying  and  perfonning  the  orders  of  his 
superiors ;  and  he  consequently  expected  that  those  under 
his  command  should  also  obey  him ;  but  by  experience  he 
finds  that  he  cannot  get  the  orders  of  Congress,  which  from 
time  to  time  I  send,  properly  expedited,  and  he  is  appre- 
hensive that,  if  he  continues  in  office  any  longer,  he  will  be 
censured  by  his  superioi-s  as  well  as  blamed  by  liis  in- 
feriors. 

The  Orangetown  Regiment  is  chiefly  composed  of  such 
as  know  but  little  of  the  English  language,  and  nothing  of 
military  affairs ;  wherefore  I  must  impute  their  backward- 
ness and  delays  to  ignorance,  and  ill-founded  jealousies  of 
being  imposed  upon  by  their  commanders,  and  not  to  dis- 
affection. 

The  commission  of  the  Colonel,  together  with  his  resig- 
nation, you  have  enclosed.  He  brought  the  commission  to 
me,  and  would  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  it  home  again  ; 
so  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  send  it  to  you  by  the  first 
opportunity. 

The  command  of  the  above-said  Regiment  now  devolves 
upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Blauvelt.  I  am  fearful  that  Lent's 
resignation  will  be  followed  by  others ;  but  I  shall  do  all 
that  is  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Haring. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-  York. 

RESIGNATION    OF    COLONEL  ABRAHAM    LENT. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shaU  come  or  may  concern  : 

Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  have  some  time  since  been 
commissioned  by  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the 
Colony  of  iVew-ForA;  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of 
Militia-foot  in  Orangetown ;  and  whereas  I  have  been  much 
blamed  and  slandered  by  some  officers  and  others  in  said 
Regiment,  for  giving  orders  in  pursuance  of  a  late  resolve 
and  order  of  said  Congress ;  I  have  thought  proper  to  resign 
my  said  commission,  and  accordingly  do  resign  tlie  same, 
choosing  rather  to  serve  as  a  private  than  command  people 
who  are  prejudiced  against  me. 

Given  under  my  hand,  the  26th  day  o( March,  Anno 
Domini  1 776.  Abraham  Lent. 


In  Provincial  Congress  for  the  Colony  of  New-York,  7 
*  the  22d  day  of  December,  1775.      5 

To  Abraham  Lent,  o/ Orangetown,  in  Orange  County, 
Esq.,  greeting: 
By  virtue  of  the  authority  reposed  in  us,  we  do  hereby 
nominate,  authorize,  constitute,  and  appoint  die  said  Abra- 
ham Lent,  Esq.,  to  be  Colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of 
the  Militia  of  Foot  of  Orangetown  and  Precinct  of  Orange, 
in  Orange  County,  in  the  Colony  of  New- York ;  hereby 
requiring  you,  before  you  enter  into  the  exercise  of  your 
said  office,  to  make  in  writing,  and  subscTibe  in  presence  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  City,  Town,  Dis- 
trict, or  Precinct  wherein  you  reside,  the  Declaration  ap- 
pointed and  directed  by  die  eleventh  section  of  the  seventh 
Resolve,  contained  in  the  Rules  and  Orders  for  regulating 
the  Militia  of  the  Colony  o(  Neiv-York,  recommended  by 
this  Congress  on  the  22d  day  of  August,  1775,  and  autho- 
rizing you  fiiUy  to  execute  all  die  powers  belonging  to  your 
said  office  by  virtue  of  tlie  said  Rules  and  Orders,  and  the 
said  Declaration.  And  we  do  hereby  require  all  persons 
under  your  command  to  pay  due  obedience  to  you,  accord- 
ing to  the  said  Rules  and  Orders,  and  such  further  rules  and 
orders  as  shall  be  made  and  recommended  for  the  Militia  of 
this  Colony,  by  the  present,  or  any  future  Continental  Con- 
gress or  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

By  order.       Jqhn  HAmtiG,  President  pro  tern. . 

A"^^'-  John  McKesson,  Secretary^ 
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COLONEL    SMITH    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Suffolk  County,  March  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Committee  of  Safety  have  apj>ointed 
an  Adjutant  in  the  Minute  service  in  tiiis  County ;  and  he 
being  unwilling  to  act  in  that  department,  and  as  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  such  an  officer  should  be  immediately 
appointed,  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  Mr.  Ephraim 
Marvin  as  an  Adjutant,  and  should  be  exceeding  glad  to 
have  his  commission  forwarded  to  me  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

JosiAH  Smith, 
Cohnel  of  Minute  Battalion,  Suffolk  County. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  now  sitting  at  JSew-  Yorlc. 


ficalions  are  advancing  with  so  much  rapidity  ;  and  I  trust, 
should  Mr,  Howe  make  an  attempt  to  possess  himself  of 
the  city,  that  he  will  meet  with  a  repulse. 

The  cannon  and  shot  arrived  here  last  Friday,  and  left 
this  on  Monday  morning.  I  am  this  moment  going  to  mount 
my  horse  to  forward  them  from  Half-Moon,  where  they  are 
detained  for  want  of  cattle  to  transport  them  to  Fort  George. 
The  incredible  scai-city  of  forage  creates  great  distress  in 
moving  any  military  stores. 

I  am,  my  dear  Lord,  your  Lordship's  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  '  r»  o 

'  Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Stirling. 


HENRY    WISNER  TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Goshen,  March  28,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Some  days  ago  my  son  received  a  letter  from 
you,  desiring  him  to  inforni  you  of  what  quantity  of  powder 
we  liad  then  made,  what  quantity  we  could  make  per  week, 
and  what  quantity  of  materials  we  had  by  us ;  but  as  we 
had  at  that  time  but  just  begun,  we  could  only  have  given 
a  partial  answer,  and  therefore  omitted  giving  an  answer 
until  we  had  made  further  trial.  And  to  w  hich  I  now  have 
to  inform  you  that  we  had  made,  before  the  12th  of  this  in- 
stant, only  two  hundred  weight.  The  first  week  after  that 
time  we  made  eight  hundred  weight ;  the  second  week  we 
made  eleven  hundred  weight ;  and  I  believe  this  week  we 
shall  make  twelve  hundred  weight ;  so  that,  I  believe,  by  Sa- 
turday night  we  shall  have  some  better  than  three  thousand 
weight.  We  have  tried  the  quality  of  it  by  shooting  with 
a  gun.  Several  of  our  gunners  have  tried  it,  and  all  say  it 
is  of  the  best  quality. 

As  to  materials,  we  have  saltpetre  enough  to  work  about 
two  weeks  only.  We  have  had  a  promise  of  ten  tons  to  be 
sent  from  Philadelphia,  which  was  sent  as  far  as  Borden- 
town  several  months  ago,  and  was  to  have  been  sent  for- 
ward to  our  works.  1  wrote  twice  to  the  Congress  about 
it,  though  the  last  letter  they  cannot  have  received.  I  hope 
they  will  soon  send  it. 

As  to  sulphur,  I  cannot  say  what  quantity  we  have.  It 
is  part  of  it  at  iVeto-  Ji^ndsor.  I  wish  more  might  be  had. 
I  believe  we  have  not  got  much. 

I  have  made  application  to  the  Committee  of  our  County 
for  liberty  to  build  a  mill  in  our  County,  on  the  encourage- 
ment given  by  your  honourable  Board.  I  believe  I  shall 
succeed.  If  so,  I  make  no  doubt  but  will  build  one  to 
make  a  ton  a  week,  and  more  if  necessary.  Shall  be  glad 
of  your  assistance  in  procuring  materials. 

I  wish  you  would  direct  what  we  shall  do  with  the  pow- 
der, as  fast  as  it  is  fit  for  being  sent  off.  As  powder  is  an 
article  that  will  take  a  considerable  time  to  dry,  especially 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  so  that  we  shall  have  in  the  drying 
house  at  least  two  thousand  weight  all  the  time — in  that 
case,  query :  Whether  there  will  not  be  danger  of  some 
Tory  setting  fire  to  it  in  the  night,  by  firing  the  house  ?  If 
so,  query :  Whether  it  would  not  be  right  to  keep  a  guard  ? 
And  if  so,  as  the  powder  all  belongs  to  the  publick,  query : 
Whether  the  expense  ought  not  to  be  borne  by  the  publick  ? 
I  should  be  glad  of  an  answer  by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  regard  and  esteem,  your  assured 


friend  and  humble  servant. 


Henry  Wisner. 


To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Chauman 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  at  New-  York. 
P.  S.  If  you  should  think  proper  to  order  a  guard,  I  be- 
lieve four  men  would  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  I  hope 
you  will  excuse  this  scrawl.  I  should  have  copied  it,  but 
have  only  three  half  sheets  more  of  paper,  and  do  not  know 
where  to  get  the  next. 

general    SCHUYLER   TO    LORD    STIRLING. 

Albany,  March  28,  1776. 

My  dear  Lord  :  General  Washington  has  favoured  me 
with  an  account  of  General  Howe's  precipitate  retreat  from 
Boston ;  but  as  he  had  not  left  Nantasket-Road  on  the 
19th,  1  hope  the  troops  at  New- York  will  be  considerably 
reinforced  before  he  can  get  there,  should  that  be  the  place 
of  his  destination.     I  am  exceedingly  happy  that  the  forti- 


MARCHING     ORDERS    TO    CAPTAIN     EBENEZER    STEVENS,    OF 
THE   ARTILLERY. 

Camp  at  Cambridge,  March  28,  1776. 

Instructions  for  Captain  Ebenezer  Stevens,  commanding 
two  Companies  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  on  a  march 
to  Quebeck. 

You  (with  the  Companies  under  your  command)  are  to 
make  the  most  expeditious  marches  into  Canada  ;  there  to 
join  the  Army  under  Major-General  Thomas,  in  order  to 
conquer,  and  entirely  subdue,  the  enemies  of  liberty  and 
America  in  that  Province. 

Your  route  will  be  through  Number  Four,  in  the  Province 
of  New- Hampshire,  to  Crown-Point,  where  you  will  draw 
what  provisions  you  will  think  necessary  for  your  further 
progress. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  the  mortars,  shells, 
&c.,  which  you  have  in  charge,  should  reach  the  Camp 
before  Qiiebeck.  If,  therefore,  any  of  the  teams  should  fail, 
you  must  procure  fresh  ones  from  the  country  people,  and 
give  an  order  for  the  pay  on  the  Quartermaster-General,  or 
his  assistant  up  that  way,  or  to  this  Camp,  w  hichever  shall 
be  most  agreeable. 

You  are  to  take  particular  care  that  your  men  are  well 
covered  in  the  night,  and  likewise  that  they  observe  the 
strictest  discipline. 

Henry  Knox,  Col.  Regiment  of  Artillery. 


ABRAHAM    LIVINGSTON    TO    JOHN    McKESSON. 

Thursday,  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  March  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  Will  you  do  me  the  favour  to  ask  the  Committee 
of  Safety  for  a  certificate  for  my  drovers  to  go  into  Connec- 
ticut for  fresh  beef?  If  a  number  of  troops  come  here,  I 
readily  foresee  a  scarcity  of  that  article,  which  is  a  very 
essential  one  indeed,  and  cannot  be  had  without  a  certifi- 
cate. If  a  permit  were  given  me  to  procure  provisions 
where  they  could  be  purchased,  it  would  save  a  vast  deal 
of  trouble ;  and  in  that  case  I  would  get  a  number  copied, 
and  you  and  Mr.  Benson  can  sign  them  at  leisure.  But  as 
I  have  three  drovers  on  the  bordei-s  of  Connecticut,  and  are 
returned  this  day  for  want  of  credentials,  I  must  request  it 
as  a  particular  favour  that  you  would  facilitate  my  getting  a 
certificate.  I  would  apply  in  person,  but  am  really  asliamed, 
I  have  teased  them  so  much  lately. 

Your  humble  servant,  Abraham  Livingston. 

To  Mr.  John  McKesson. 

P.  S.  You  will  oblige  me  by  sending  my  contract  with 
the  bearer. 


EDWARD   GAITHER,    JUN.,    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF 

SAFETY. 

Elkridge,  March  29,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Whereas  Mr.  John  Marriott,  who  was  First 
Lieutenant  to  Captain  Elisha  Riggs,  is  deceased ;  I  am  there- 
fore desired  by  Captain  Riggs  and  his  Company  to  recom- 
mend to  you  Mr.  Joseph  PValker,  Jun.,  their  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Mr.  Aquila  Randall,  Jun.,  their  Second  ;  and  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Owings,  their  Ensign.  I  also  beg  leave,  gentle- 
men, to  inform  you  that  I  look  on  tlie  above  gentlemen  to  be 
very  proper  persons. 

I  am,  gendemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Edward  Gaither,  Jun. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

Captain  Riggs  wishes  that  the  vacancy  might  be  filled 
up  witli  all  convenient  speed. 
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CAPTAIN    WILLIAM    HENRY    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF 
SAFETY. 

Head  Quarters,  Northampton  County,  i'^irginia,? 
March  29,  1776.      5 

Gentlf.men  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  Monthly  Return  of 

the  Minute-Company  under  my  command. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  ^,t  tr 

'  William  Henky. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

A  Monthly  Return  of  Captain  William  Henry's  Minute- 
Company,  from  Kent  County. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  COLONEL  JOSHUA  MEALL. 

[No.  96.]  AnnapoIiB,  March  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Council  of  Safety  desire  you  will  immediately 
examine  into  the  quality  of  the  jrowder  now  under  your 
charge,  and  give  them  a  particular  account  of  the  quantities 
of  cannon  and  fine.      We  are,  &,c. 
To  Colonel  Joshua  Beall. 
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Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  Northampton 
County,  Virginia.  ■  William  Henry. 

February  29,  1776. 

A  List  of  the  Minute- Company  from  Kent  County,  under 
the  command  of  William  Henry,  who  marched  from 
said  County  on  the  29th  of  January,  1.776,  and  now 
stationed  in  Northampton  County,  Virginia. 

George  Vansant,?^^^^^^^,_ 
l/harles  Irons,      >        '^ 
John  Day,  ~\ 

Robert  Jay,  Icorborah. 

James  Henry,       '        '^ 
Garret  Vansant,J 
Joseph  Purden,  Drjimmer. 

William ,  Fifer. 

Joseph  Ncwson, 
John  Nowland, 
Richard  Nab, 
William  Petegrew, 
Charles  Phillipshill, 
Andrew  Park, 
Benedict  Richardson, 
James  Wilson,  Sen. 
John  Wilson, 
James  Wilson,  Jun. 
William  Wilson, 
John  Wilmer, 
James  Woodland, 
Robert  Young, 


William  Henry,  Captain. 
JohnHyland       ?  i,-,„(,„^„,,. 
G.  W.  Forester,  3 
William  Clark,  Ensign. 
William  Tillotson,  Surgeon. 
Robert  Campbell,  Adjutant, 


Enos  Revcs, 
William  Sprot, 

John  Bond, 
Stephen  Boddy, 
Benjamin  Brokson, 
Henry  Bostick, 
Lambert  Boyer, 
John  Burnsides, 
Henry  Clarke, 
Edward  Clayton, 
.  James  ('ampher, 
John  Cole, 
John  Covy, 
Isaac  Cornelius, 
William  Davis, 
Samuel  Davis, 
Samuel  Eades, 
Isaac  Freeman, 
Daniel  Ferguson, 
Abraham  Freeman, 
Salathiel  Freeland, 
Lambert  Flowers, 
Benjamin  Garland, 
James  Greedy, 
Oliver  Gallop, 
William  Gray, 


f  Sergeants. 

William  Haley, 
John  Hurt, 
James  Hurt, 
Peter  Justice, 
William  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Knock, 
David  Keain, 
Francis  Lemon, 
George  Littles,  Sen. 
George  Littles,  Jun. 
John  Miller, 
John  M.  Gowan, 
William  Mirers, 
Enoch  Massy, 


Nathaniel  McClelland,  John  Stevenson, 


John  Massey, 
Samuel  Money, 
Sampson  Redgrave, 
Thomas  Read, 
John  Richardson, 
Jacob  Richardson, 
Thomas  Sewell, 
Thomas  Sappington, 


Benjamin  Stoops, 
John  Stoops, 
Ma  flow  Taylor, 
Win.  Peregrine  Thrift, 
Matthew  Richardson, 
Christopher  Vansant, 
Benjamin  Vansant, 
John  Vansant — 70. 


Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  February  29, 
1^^"*  William  Henry. 


maryland  council  of  safety  to  john  hanson  and 
others. 

[No.  95.1  Annapolis,  March  29,  1 776. 

Gentlemen  :  Our  regular  troops  are  not  yet  provided 
with  anns,  but  might  be  in  a  very  short  time,  if  we  could 
have  a  supply  of  gun-locks  from  you.  We  desire,  therefore, 
to  be  informed  in  what  forwardness  you  have  got  your  manu- 
factory, and  when  you  expect  to  furnish  us  with  some. 
We  are,  &;c. 

To  John  Hanson,  Charles  Beatty,  and  Jams  Johnson. 


CAPTAIN    MACPHERSON   TO    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 
[Read  March  29,  1776.] 

Philadelphia,  March  29,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen:  I  have  already  taken  ,the 
liberty  of  pointing  out  my  opinion  of  the  many  advantages 
which  would  arise  to  North-America  by  employing  row- 
galleys,  viz :  The  many  superior  advantages  they  have  ia 
calms  and  little  winds,  the  great  advantage  they  have  in 
being  able  to  take  shelter  from  a  superior  force  (in  case  of 
necessity)  at  all  times  upon  the  coast  of  North-America,  as 
they  draw  less  water  than  vessels  of  the  usual  construc- 
tion, and  as  I  am  persuaded  I  can  construct  them  to  sail 
much  faster  than  any  vessels  in  Great  Britain,  at  least  be- 
fore the  wind.  These,  with  other  considerations,  led  me  to 
undertake  to  capture  or  destroy  every  British  ship-of-war  on 
the  coast  of  North-Ainerica,  with  twelve  row-galleys  only ; 
which  command  was  promised  to  me  by  the  Honourable 
Messrs.  Hopkins,  Randolph,  and  John  Rutledge.  I  sin- 
cerely believe,  had  I  been  expeditiously  furnished  with  those 
vessels,  there  would  have  been  few  British  ships-of-war  now 
on  the  coast  of  America  to  molest  our  trade.  I  am  still 
ready  to  undertake  the  same  charge,  and  will  risk  my  life 
and  every  farthing  I  possess  on  earth  on  my  success. 

Or,  if  more  agreeable  to  the  honourable  Congress,  I  will 
fit  out  two  galleys  at  my  own  expense,  tlie  honourable  Con- 
gress furnishing  me  with  timber,  guns,  powder,  &ic.,  for 
which  I  will  pay  before  my  departure,  and  will  risk  my 
reputation  that  I  will  take  or  destroy  an  English  man-of- 
war  in  a  very  little  time.  If  I  do  not  succeed,  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  reimbursed  one  penny.  If  I  do,  I  should  be 
glad  the  honourable  Congress  would  grant  me  a  commis- 
sion for  such  a  command,  bearing  date  from  the  time  that 
command  was  promised  me,  and  that  they  would  pay  to 
my  officers  and  men  the  full  value  of  the  first  man-of-war  I 
should  take,  or  the  estimated  value  of  the  first  man-of-war 
I  should  destroy.  I  am  little  concerned  about  any  merce- 
nary reward  to  myself.  I  should  ill  merit  the  confidence  of 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress  did  I  doubt  their 
honour.  Twelve  row-galleys  will  not  cost  near  as  much 
money  as  the  four  frigates  now  building  here. 

I  hope  the  honourable  Congress  will  not  be  offended  by 
my  begging  they  will  be  expeditious  in  fixing  die  matter 
with  me. 

I  am,  honourable  gentlemen,  with  sincere  esteem  for 
your  august  body,  your  most  obedient,  most  devoted,  very 
humble  servant,  j^^,,  Macpherson. 

To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress. 


PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE. 

*  In  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  ? 

Philadelphia,  March  29,  1776.      5 

Resolved,  That  William  Sitgreaves  and  Peter  Ozeas 
have,  knowingly,  counteracted  the  Resolution  of  this  Com- 
mittee, of  the  6th  instant,  regulating  the  prices  of  several 
articles  of  Merchandise ;  and  that  they  be  published  in  the 
papers,  agreeable  to  said  Resolve,  and  that  they  be  made  ac- 
quainted witli  the  detennination  of  d'.Ls  Committee  herein. 

April  2,  1 776. 

William  Sitgreaves  aftd  Peter  Ozeas,  having  presented 
to  this  Committee  the  following  papers,  as  acknowledgments 
of  their  having  infringed  the  rules  laid  down  by  this  body 
for  regulating  the  prices  of  several  articles  of  goods,  and 
desired  them,  if  they  thought  it  necessary  to  lay  their 
cases  before  the  publick,  to  suffer  their  declarations  to  ac- 
company them ;  the  Committee,  therefore,  in  discharge  of 
die  duty  they  owe  to  the  publick,  and  in  order  to  show  to 
die  world  their  resolutions  to  support  their  limitations,  which 
they  are  of  opinion  are  founded  on  just,  generous  principles, 
do  think  it  highly  proper  to  publish    the  several  papers 
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voluntarilv  sisrned  and  handed  to  them  by  the  said  Ullliam 
Sitereavcs  and  Peter  Ozeas,  and  at  the  same  time  resolve 
that  they  esteem  those  papers  as  acknowledgments  satisfac- 
tory to  this  Committee. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

Samuel  C.  Morkis,  Secretary. 

To  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  the 
City  and  Liberties  oy  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  April  3,  1 776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  have  exceeded  the 
limits  prescribed  by  you  for  the  price  of  coffee.  Had  I  ap- 
prehended that  advancing  one  penny  per  pound  more  than 
you  had  fixed  would  have  been  considered  as  injurious  to 
die  publick  welfare,  I  should  not  have  demanded  it.  As  I 
have  thereby  given  offence,  I  take  this  method  of  acknow- 
ledging my  error,  and  to  declare  that,  for  the  future,  1  will 
avoid  every  occasion  of  uneasinijss  to  my  fellow-citizens. 
Should  you  think  it  necessary  to  publish  what  has  past  on 
this  subject,  I  request  you  will,  at  the  same  time,  let  this  ac- 
knowledgment accompany  it,  and  you  will  thereby  oblige, 
gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

William  Sitgreaves. 

To  the   Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  the 
City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  April  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  mistake  which  I  have  committed,  in 
having  bought  and  sold  two  barrels  of  coffee  at  a  price 
higher  than  that  limited  by  you,  has  given  me  extreme 
pjiin.  Had  I  adverted  to  the  fatal  consequences  of  such 
conduct,  the  regard  I  have  for  the  publick  welfare,  and  the 
interest  I  have  taken  in  the  present  struggle  for  liberty, 
would  have  wholly  prevented  my  having  any  share  in  so 
destructive  a  measure.  I  now,  voluntarily,  offer  to  the  pub- 
lick, through  this  Committee,  my  sincere  acknowledgment 
for  this  error,  and  declare  the  utmost  readiness  to  acquiesce 
in  any  measure  which  may  assure  the  publick  of  my  exact 
conformity,  in  future,  to  such  regulations  as  this  Committee 
may  judge  to  be  for  the  publick  benefit ;  being  fully  satisfied 
of  their  unbiased  attention  to  the  publick  good.  If  this 
Committee  should  judge  it  necessary  to  publish  my  case  to 
the  world,  I  shall  hold  myself  extremely  obliged  if  they 
shall  judge  it  proper  to  suffer  this  declaration  and  acknow- 
ledgment to  appear  at  the  same  time,  and   order  it  ac- 

'^"'•'^•"g'y-  Peter  Ozeas. 


WILLIAM   ELDER   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 

Upper  Barracks,  March  29,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  sorry  to  give  you  this  trouble,  but 
being  in  some  measure  led  to  imagine  you  have  forgotten  us, 
by  our  long  confinement  without  having  any  hearing,  and 
being  fully  conscious  of  not  having  acted  in  any  shape  ini- 
mical to  the  interests  of  the  country,  therefore  should  esteem 
it  as  a  particular  favour  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to 
order  us  before  you,  as  we  make  no  doubt  we  shall  give 
every  satisfaction  that  you  will  desire  with  respect  to  our 
conduct. 

We  remain,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vants, William  Elder, 

Joseph  Woolcombe, 
William  McDermott. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Neiv-  York. 


MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY   TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

To  His  ErcelkTWy  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  United 
American  Colonies. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

When  the  liberties  o(  America  were  attacked  by  the  vio- 
lent hand  of  oppression  ;  when  Troops,  hostile  to  the  rights 
of  humanity,  invaded  this  Colony,  seized  our  capital,  and 
spread  havock  and  destruction  around  it ;  when  our  virtuous 
sons  were  murdered,  and  our  houses  destroyed  by  the  Troops 
of  Britain ;  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  other  American 
Colonies,  impelled  by  self-preservation  and  the  love  of  free- 


dom, forgetting  their  domestick  concerns,  determined  reso- 
lutely and  unitedly  to  0])jK)se  the  sons  of  tyranny. 

ConviiK'ed  of  the  vast  itnjiortance  of  having  a  gentleman 
of  great  military  accomplishments,  to  discipline,  lead,  and 
conduct  the  forces  of  the  Colonies,  it  gave  us  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  hear  that  the  honourable  Congress  of  the 
United  Colonies  had  made  choice  of  a  gentleman  thus 
qualified,  who,  leaving  the  pleasures  of  domestick  and  rural 
life,  was  ready  to  undertak(!  the  arduous  task.  And  your 
nobly  declining  to  accept  the  pecuniary  emoluments  annex- 
ed to  this  high  office,  fully  evinced  to  us  that  a  wann  regard 
to  the  sacred  rights  of  humanity,  and  sincere  love  to  your 
countrj',  solely  influenced  you  in  the  acceptance  of  this  im- 
portant trust. 

From  your  acknowledged  abilities  as  a  soldier,  and  your 
virtues  in  publick  and  private  life,  we  iiad  the  most  pleasing 
hopes ;  but  the  fortitude  and  equanimity  so  conspicuous  in 
your  conduct ;  the  wisdom  of  yoiir  councils  ;  the  mild,  yet 
strict  government  of  the  Anny  ;  your  attention  to  the  civil 
Constitution  of  this  Colony ;  the  regard  you  have  at  all 
times  shown  for  the  lives  and  health  of  those  under  your 
command  ;  the  fatigues  you  have  with  cheerfulness  endur- 
ed ;  the  regard  you  have  shown  for  the  preservation  of  our 
Metropolis ;  and  the  great  address  with  which  our  military 
operations  have  been  conducted,  have  exceeded  our  most 
sanguine  expectations,  and  demand  the  warmest  returns  of 
gratitude. 

The  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  having  smiled  on 
our  arms,  and  crowned  your  labours  with  remarkable  suc- 
cess, we  are  now,  without  that  efRision  of  blood  we  so  much 
wished  to  avoid,  again  in  the  quiet  possession  of  our  capital. 
The  wisdom  and  prudence  of  those  movements  which  have 
obliged  the  enemy  to  abandon  our  Metropolis  will  ever  be 
remembered  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony. 

May  you  still  go  on,  approved  by  Heaven,  revered  by  all 
good  men,  and  dreaded  by  those  tyrants  who  claim  their 
fellow-men  a.s  tiieir  property.  May  the  United  Colonies  be 
defended  from  slavery  by  your  victorious  arms.  May  they 
still  see  their  enemies  flying  before  you.  And  (the  deliver- 
ance of  your  country  being  effected)  may  you,  in  retire- 
ment, enjoy  that  peace  and  satisfaction  of  mind,  which 
always  attends  the  good  and  great.  And  may  future  ge- 
nerations, in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  that  freedom,  the 
exercise  of  which  your  sword  shall  have  established,  raise 
the  richest  and  most  lasting  monuments  to  the  name  of 
Washington.  

His  Excellency's  Answer. 
To  the  Honourable  Council  and  Representatives  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts-Bay. 

Gentlemen  :  I  return  you  my  most  sincere  and  hearty 
thanks  for  your  jwlite  Address  ;  and  feel  myself  called  upon, 
by  every  principle  of  gratitude,  to  acknowledge  the  honour 
you  have  done  me  in  this  testimonial  of  your  approbation  of 
my  appointment  to  the  exalted  station  I  now  fill ;  and,  what 
is  more  pleasing,  of  my  conduct  in  discharging  its  important 
duties. 

When  the  Councils  of  the  British  nation  had  formed  a 
plan  for  enslaving  America,  and  depriving  her  sons  of  their 
most  sacred  and  invaluable  privileges,  against  the  clearest 
remonstrances  of  the  Constitution,  of  justice,  and  of  truth  ; 
and  to  execute  their  schemes,  had  appealed  to  the  sword ; 
I  esteemed  it  my  duty  to  take  a  part  in  the  contest,  and 
more  especially,  when  called  thereto  by  the  unsolicited  suf- 
frages of  the  Representatives  of  a  free  People  ;  wishing  for 
no  other  reward  than  that  arising  from  a  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  the  important  trust,  and  that  my  services  might 
contribute  to  the  establishment  of  freedom  and  peace,  upon 
a  permanent  foundation,  and  merit  the  applause  of  my  coun- 
trymen, and  every  virtuous  citizen. 

Your  professions  of  my  attention  to  the  civil  Constitution 
of  this  Colony,  whilst  acting  in  the  line  of  my  department, 
also  demand  my  grateful  thanks.  A  regard  to  every  Pro- 
vincial institution,  where  not  incompatible  with  the  common 
interest,  I  hold  a  principle  of  duty  and  of  policy,  and  shall 
ever  fomi  a  part  of  my  conduct.  Had  I  not  learned  this 
before,  the  happy  experience  of  the  advantages  resulting 
from  a  friendly  intercourse  with  your  honourable  body,  their 
ready  and  willing  concun-ence  to  aid  and  to  counsel  when- 
ever called  upon  in  cases  of  difficulty  and  emergency,  would 
have  taught  me  the  useful  lesson. 
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That  the  Metropolis  of  your  Colony  is  now  relieved  from 
the  cruel  and  oppressive  invasion  of  those  wlio  were  sent  to 
erect  the  standard  of  lawless  domination,  and  to  trample  on 
the  rights  of  humanity,  and  is  again  open  and  free  for  its 
rightful  [assessors,  must  give  pleasure  to  every  virtuous  and 
sympatlietick  heart ;  and  being  effected  without  the  blood 
of  our  soldiers  and  fellow-citizens,  must  be  ascribed  to  the 
interposition  of  that  Providence  which  has  manifestly  ap- 
peared in  our  behalf,  through  tlie  whole  of  this  important 
■Struggle,  as  well  as  to  the  measures  pursued  for  bringing 
about  the  happy  event. 

May  that  Being,  who  is  powerful  to  save,  and  in  whose 
hands  is  the  fate  of  nations,  look  down  with  an  eye  of  ten- 
der pity  and  compassion  upon  the  whole  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies ;  may  He  continue  to  smile  upon  their  councils  and 
arms,  and  crown  them  with  success  whilst  employed  in  the 
cause  of  virtue  and  of  mankind  ;  may  this  distressed  Colo- 
ny and  its  capital,  and  every  part  of  this  widely  extended 
Continent,  through  His  divine  favour,  be  restored  to  more 
than  their  former  lustre  and  once  happy  state ;  and  have 
peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  secured  upon  a  solid,  permanent, 

and  lasting  foundation.  ^  -.it 

"  UEORGE  Washington. 


INSTKUCTIONS    AND    ORDERS    TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

As  there  are  the  best  reasons  to  believe  that  the  enemy's 
Fleet  and  Army,  which  left  Nantasket-Road  lastJVednesday 
evening,  are  bound  to  New- York,  to  endeavour  to  possess 
that  important  post,  and,  if  possible,  secure  the  communica- 
tion by  Hudson! s  River  to  Canada ;  it  must  be  our  care  to 
prevent  them  from  accomplishing  their  designs.  To  that 
end  I  have  detached  Brigadier-General  Heath,  with  the 
whole  body  of  Riflemen,  and  five  battalions  of  the  Conti- 
nental Army,  by  the  way  of  Norwich,  in  Connecticut,  to 
NeiD-  York.  These,  by  an  express  arrived  yesterday  from 
General  Heath,  I  have  reason  to  believe  are  in  New-York. 
Six  more  battalions,  under  General  Sullivan,  march  this 
morning,  by  the  same  route ;  and  will,  I  hope,  arrive  there 
in  eight  or  ten  days  at  farthest.  The  rest  of  the  Army  will 
immediately  follow  in  divisions,  leaving  only  a  convenient 
space  between  each  division,  to  prevent  confusion  and  want 
of  accommodation  upon  their  march. 

You  will,  no  doubt,  make  the  best  despatch  in  getting  to 
New-York.  Upon  your  arrival  there,  you  will  assume  the 
command,  and  immediately  proceed  in  continuing  to  exe- 
cute the  plan  proposed  by  Major-General  Lee  for  fortifying 
that  city,  and  securing  the  passes  of  the  East  and  North 
Rivers.  If,  upon  consultation  with  the  Brigadier-Generals 
and  Engineers,  any  alteration  in  that  plan  is  thought  neces- 
sary, you  are  at  liberty  to  make  it ;  cautiously  avoiding  to 
break  in  too  much  upon  his  main  design,  unless  where  it 
may  be  apparently  necessary  so  to  do,  and  that  by  the  gene- 
ral voice  and  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  above-mentioned. 

You  will  meet  the  Quartermaster-General,  Colonel  Mif- 
flin, and  the  Commissary-General,  at  New- York.  As  they 
are  both  men  of  excellent  talents  in  their  different  depart- 
ments, you  will  do  well  to  give  them  all  the  authority  and 
assistance  they  require ;  and  should  a  council  of  war  be 
necessary,  it  is  my  direction  they  assist  at  it. 

Your  long  service  and  experience  will,  better  than  any 
particular  directions  at  this  distance,  point  out  to  you  the 
works  most  proper  to  be  first  raised  ;  and  your  perseverance, 
activity,  and  zeal,  will  lead  you,  without  my  recommending 
it,  to  exert  every  nerve  to  disappoint  the  enemy's  designs. 

Devoutly  praying  that  the  Power  which  has  hitherto  sus- 
tained the  American  arms  may  continue  to  bless  them  with 
His  divine  protection,  I  bid  you  farewell. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  in  Cambridge,  this  29th  day  of 
March,  1776.  ^^^^^^  Washington. 


NATHANIEL    SMITH    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF     SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  March  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  When  I  had  the  honour  of  seeing  you  last 
in  Annapolis,  you  desireti  I  would  conmiit  to  writing  wliat 
would  be  necessary  to  have  done  about  the  Fort  (that  the 
Committee  refused  to  do) — a  Magazine,  Hospital,  and  La- 
boratory; which,  in  my  opinion,  no  Fort  or  Garrison  ought 
to  be  without.  Those  would  not  cost  more  than  three  hun- 
dred pounds.     The  Hospital  sufficient  to  hold  fifty  sick  or 


wounded  men ;  tiie  Magazine  to  hold  ammunition  for  a 
month's  siege ;  tiie  Laboratory  sufficient  for  ten  or  twelve 
men  to  work  in — making  cartridges,  &lc. 

I  was  mentioning  a  seine  for  catching  fish  ;  but,  if  it  can- 
not be  allowed  without  deducting  any  part  of  the  soldiei-s" 
rations,  would  not  desire  it,  as  their  allowance  is  full  small 
for  a  hearty  man  to  subsist  on. 

I  understand  there  has  been  application  to  you  for  Captain 
of  the  Fort,  or  Fort-Majors.  I  do  not  know  that  there  would 
be  any  necessity  for  such  an  officer  at  this  time,  but  hope, 
gentlemen,  you  will  not  put  another  over  me,  unless  you 
think  him  more  fit  to  fill  the  station  ;  and,  in  tliat  case,  shall 
submit  with  pleasure. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obliged,  humble  servant, 

Nathaniel  Smith. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAINS  KENT  AND 
HENRY. 

[No.  97.]  Annapolis,  March  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  send  this  by  express,  with  three  hundred 
pounds  to  defray  the  expenses  of  your  march  to  your  respec- 
tive Counties,  as  well  as  others  you  may  necessarily  have 
incurred  in  the  service ;  and  hope  it  will  be  found  adequate 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  designed.  If,  however,  it 
should  not,  you  shall  be  immediately  reimbursed  any  money 
you  may  be  obliged  to  expend.  We  sent  to  Philadelphia, 
upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  February,  for 
the  Continental  regulations  relative  to  wages  and  victual- 
ling, and  desired  our  Deputies,  if  an  opportunity  should 
offer,  to  convey  them  directly  to  you ;  which,  we  appreiicnd, 
has  been  done,  as  they  have  not  been  transmitted  to  us; 
but,  lest  they  should  not  have  sent  them,  we  will  endeavour 
to  infonn  ourselves  of  the  pay,  and  lodge  an  account  of  it 
for  you  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern- Shore. 

We  are  much  obliged  to  the  people  oi  Accomack  and 
Northampton  Counties  for  the  civilities  you  have  expe- 
rienced from  them,  and  the  pains  taken  by  their  Committees 
to  render  your  time  as  easy  and  agreeable  as  circumstances 
would  admit  of;  and  we  request  you  will  make  our  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  them  for  their  favours. 

We  wish  you  a  happy  return ;  and  are  your  most,  &c. 
To  Captains  Kent  and  Henry. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CHARLES    COUNTY 
COMMITTEE. 

[No.  98.]  Annapolis,  March  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  When  we  requested  your  Committee  to 
furnish  Calvert  County  with  one  barrel  of  powder,  we  had 
not  any  fund  so  convenient,  or  yet  so  well  supplied,  as  that 
in  Charles.  Your  intention  of  complying  widi  the  order, 
at  a  time  when  you  apprehended  it  could  not  be  well  spared, 
is  in  confirmation  of  all  your  other  actions  hitherto  manifested 
in  promoting  the  general  welfare. 

We  have  wrote  to  Colonel  Joshua  Beall  to  inform  us 
how  much  musket  powder  is  at  Bladensburgh.  As  soon 
as  we  are  informed  thereof,  a  due  proportion  shall  be  sent 
to  Charles  County.  One  ton  of  bullets  from  Frederick  we 
expect  is,  by  this  time,  with  you ;  part  of  which  you  will 
spare  to  St.  Mary's  and  Calvert,  should  those  Counties  be 
in  want.  Port-Tobacco  is  the  place  appointed  for  part  of 
Captain  BeaWs  Company  to  be  stationed  at ;  and  we  re- 
quest that  you  will  assist  him  in  providing  proper  houses  and 
firewood  for  his  men,  as  well  as  supplying  them  with  provi- 
sions and  other  necessaries  till  they  are  famished  by  the 
contractor,  which,  we  imagine,  will  be  in  a  few  days. 

We  are,  &;c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Charlet  County. 


TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. LETTER  V. 

In  my  fourth  letter,  some  notice  was  taken  of  tlie  dan- 
irerous  proposition  held  up  to  us  by  the  author  of  Common 
Sense,  for  having  recourse  to  foreign  assistance,  and  mixing 
the  virtuous  cause  of  these  Colonies  with  the  ambitious  views 
of  France  and  Spain,  even  allowing  that  they  are  either 
able,  or  that  we  could  make  it  their  interest,  to  enter  into  a 
war  with  Great  Britain  and  her  allies  on  our  account.    His- 
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tory  will  scarce  give  us  an  example  of  any  people  that  ever 
recurred  to  an  expedient  of  this  kind  without  having  their 
allies,  at  last,  for  their  masters.  The  fatal  consequences  of 
hasty  resolutions,  in  great  questions,  might  be  well  illustrated 
by  the  conduct  of  the  foolish  Danes,  v\  ho,  to  avenge  them- 
selves of  their  nobility,  in  one  dreadful  moment  made  an 
irretrievable  surrender  of  their  own  liberty,  and  that  of  their 
posterity,  into  the  hands  of  a  tyrant.  And  had  I  been  dis- 
posed to  work  upon  the  passions,  rather  than  address  the 
reason  of  my  readers,  the  mention  which  was  made  in  my 
last  of  the  arbitrary  Governments  of  France  and  Spain, 
their  bloody  massacres  and  unrelenting  persecutions,  gave 
me  an  opportunity  of  entering  into  descriptions  whicii  would 
have  "  harrowed  up  the  very  souls "  of  Protestants  and 
Freemen. 

The  Administration  of  Great  Britain  itself,  daring  as  they 
seem  to  be,  have  not  yet  dared  to  recur  to  the  desperate 
measure  of  calling  in  foreign  aid.     But  some  of  our  best 

•  •  •  •   1 

friends  intimate  that  an  example  of  this  kind,  on  either  side, 
would  justify  the  like  conduct  on  the  other.  A  great  ma- 
jority of  the  patriotick  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Berks, 
in  England,  nobly  supporting  our  cause  before  the  Throne, 
compliment  us  upon  this — that  we  have  not  thrown  our- 
selves into  the  arms  of  other  Powers,  and  that  "our  Peti- 
tions have  yet  appeared  before  no  Throne  but  that  of  Bri- 
tain." "  Let  not  England  (say  they)  set  an  example,  which 
is  but  too  easily  copied,  by  drawing  into  a  free  country  the 
insidious  and  mercenary  aid  of  foreign  forces,  trained  to  the 
support  of  barbarous  despotism.  The  moment  that  a  great 
army  of  such,  or  of  any  foreigners,  shall  enter  your  territo- 
ries, die  liberties  of  your  people  are  at  an  end.  Strenuous 
as  we  are  for  the  honour  of  our  country,  we  cannot  be  for- 
getful of  its  peace  and  concord.  It  is  therefore  we  abhor 
the  idea  of  encouraging  foreigners  to  make  a  prey  of  this 
nation  and  its  dependencies,  under  the  miserable  and  unco- 
vered pretext  of  discountenancing  faction  and^«edition  among 
ourselves." 

It  is  but  too  reasonable,  then,  to  conclude,  that  which- 
soever side — Great  Britain  or  America — shall  first  call  in 
foreign  assistance,  will  but  force  the  other  into  the  same 
desperate  measure.  In  either  case,  this  devoted  land  would 
become  one  field  of  blood  and  carnage  for  a  length  of  years  ; 
which,  at  last,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  would  only  be  dread- 
fully closed  in  our  perpetual  subjection  and  slavery  to  the 
victorious  side,  whether  allies  or  foes !  It  is,  indeed,  impos- 
sible to  describe  the  miseries  of  that  country  which  is  once 
made  the  seat  of  foreign  wars.  Tom  in  pieces  by  contend- 
ing armies,  subjected  to  the  alternate  ravages  and  oppres- 
sions of  rival  powers,  the  merchant,  the  fanner,  the  peasant, 
has  notliing  to  call -Jiis  own.  Even  the  wife  of  his  bosom, 
and  the  daughter  of  his  affection,  are  not  safe  from  the  un- 
holy violence  of  mercenary  soldiers,  rioting  through  every 
comer  of  a  land  not  their  own,  insolent  in  victory,  and  bar- 
barous in  defeat.  • 

Although  we  now  sadly  bleed  under  the  cmel  hand  of  an 
unjust  Administration,  who  have  kindled  up  a  most  unna- 
tural war  among  brethren  in  their  own  land,  yet  (God  be 
thanked)  that  war  hath  not  reached,  and,  I  trust,  will  never 
be  able  to  reach,  much  farther  than  our  sea-shores.  A  na- 
tion cannot  long  continue  totally  blind  to  all  its  most  essen- 
tial interests.  Our  own  vigour  and  virtue  have  already  gone 
a  great  way  to  convince  our  oppressors  of  the  inanity,  as 
well  as  the  impracticability,  of  their  schemes  to  govern  a 
great  and  distant  country  by  force.  Perseverance,  on  our 
side,  will  speedily  accomplish  the  rest.  Our  friends  in  Bri- 
tain, unbought  by  us,  and  uncorrupted  by  our  foes,  are  yet 
of  more  worth  to  us  thah  whole  nations  of  foreigners  drawn 
in  to  our  assistance  by  mercenary  or  interested  views.  If, 
by  no  precipitate  or  unnecessary  measures,  we  forfeit  the 
esteem  of  the  former,  and  make  them  also  enemies,  we  shall 
prevail  by  our  united  strength.  The  devices  of  those  who, 
ibr  ambitious  purposes,  strive  to  divide  a  house  against  itself, 
will  be  finally  confounded,  and  the  whole  family  of  Britons, 
on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantick,  may  yet  be  bound  together 
by  fresh  ties  of  mutual  love  and  interest  for  many  gene- 
rations. 

But,  (I  repeat  it  once  more.)  by  the  fonner  measure  of 
calling  in  foreigners  to  decide  our  quarrels,  we  shall  bleed, 
not  in  a  few  parts  only,  but  at  every  pore ;  and  the  present 
generation  will  not,  probably,  see  the  end  of  the  contest. 
Would  to  Heaven  that  they  who  press  such  a  measure,  as 


preferable  to  reconciliation  with  our  ancient  friends,  upon 
whatever  terms,  could  but  behold  the  face  of  Poland,  and 
visit  the  scenes  of  havock  and  desolation  which  mark  the 
late  footsteps  of  contending  foreign  powers  in  that  country, 
or  read  the  accounts  of  the  like  scenes  in  many  parts  of 
Germany.  They  would  not  then  continue  to  urge  such  a 
measure  till  they  could  clearly  prove  that  the  last  necessity 
was  come. 

Let  it  not  be  said  that  I  am  here  drawing  a  horrible  pic- 
ture to  strengthen  this  country  into  an  absolute  submission 
to  Great  Britain.  No.  I  persevere  in  my  belief,  that,  on 
our  present  plan  of  resistance,  Britain  can  never  force  us, 
either  into  submission  or  reconciliation,  but  ujx)n  such  terms 
as  the  united  wisdom  of  tiie  Colonies  shall  deem  safe  and 
honourable.  But,  upon  the  other  plan,  it  is  much  to  be 
feared  that  submission,  as  well  as  ruin,  might  be  our  lot. 
And  were  I  disposed  to  give  bad  names  to  any  persons  who 
may,  perhaps,  be  honestly  inquiring  after  our  true  interest 
in  this  contest,  they  who  advise  such  a  plan,  and  not  Cato, 
might  be  called  inimical  to  these  Colonies.  Nor  let  it  be 
said  that  the  wished-for  assistance  is  not  that  of  armies,  but 
of  fleets  for  trade,  and  commercial  protection.  Even  sup- 
posing that  to  be  the  case,  will  the  fleets  of  any  power,  who 
can  look  those  of  Britain  in  the  face,  be  content  just  to  take 
a  peep  at  our  fmitful  shores,  give  us  their  protection  when 
called  upon,  and  then  return  quietly  home?  But  the  au- 
thor of  Common  Sense  (and  it  is  him  I  am  now  answering) 
makes  no  such  distinctioa;  and  speaks  of  the  "assistance  of 
France  and  Spain"  generally — and  that  for  the  purposes  of 
a  total  separation  from  Great  Britain.    His  words  are  these : 

"It  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  Frame  or  Spain  will 
give  us  any  kind  of  assistance,  if  we  mean  only  to  make  use 
of  that  assistance  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  breach, 
and  strengthening  the  connectioq  between  Britain  and 
America." 

That  the  assistance  here  meant,  is  not  confined  to  mere 
naval  assistance,  in  the  idea  of  some  who  are  great  advocates 
for  this  author's  pamphlet,  might  have  been  easily  gathered 
from  their  expressions,  when  we  received  the  late  accounts 
of  the  arrival  of  unusual  numbers  of  troops  in  the  neighbour- 
ing French  Wesl-iidies. 

But  this  only  alarmed  others  the  more ;  and  I  am  well 
pereuaded  that  this  writer's  idea  is  not  yet  adopted  by  many 
persons  of  much  consideration  in  this  country,  much  less  by 
any  publick  bodies.  I  consider  it  only  as  thrown  out  to 
collect  the  sentiments  of  America  upon  it,  although  I  can- 
not but  think  it  a  dangerous,  as  well  as  unseasonable  ques- 
tion at  tills  time,  and  could  have  been  content  that  it  had 
not  been  brought  before  the  publick.  But,  since  it  hath 
been  made  a  question,  it  ought  now  to  be  fairly  discussed ; 
for  whatever  we  have  left  worthy  of  our  attention  as  free- 
men, is  all  involved  in  this  stake  ;  and  when  important  ques- 
tions are  put  upon  the  footing  that,  if  they  are  not  answered, 
they  are  to  be  taken  for  granted,  it  becomes  absolutely 
necessary  to  examine  them. 

For  my  part,  the  more  I  consider  the  matter,  (and  I  have 
long  considered  it  impartially,)  the  more  I  am  persuaded  that 
our  political  salvation  can  only  be  worked  out  by  our  own 
united  virtue,  and  upon  our  own  foundation.  When  it  shall 
clearly  appear  that  we  can  no  longer  stand  upon  this  ground  ; 
when  we  shall  be  generally  convinced,  by  better  arguments 
than  declamation,  and  the  abuse  of  things  venerable  and 
ancient,  that  future  connection  with  Great  Britain  is  neither 
possible  nor  safe ;  then  we  shall  be  fully  united  and  pre- 
pared, at  every  risk,  to  pursue  whatever  measures  the  sense 
of  the  community,  fairly  collected,  shall  think  necessary  to 
adopt.  But  even  then,  before  we  launch  forth,  many  do- 
mestick  concerns  are  to  be  adjusted. 

Under  wliat  form  of  Government  are  we  to  confederate  ? 
How  much  of  our  ancient  Constitutions  is  to  be  preserved  ? 
Who  is  to  settle  our  clashing  Territorial  claims  ?  In  what 
cases  are  the  jurisdiction  and  expenses  of  these  Colonies  to 
be  joint  or  separate?  On  what  terms  are  we  to  engage 
foreign  alliances,  and  yet  to  secure  our  liberties  in  connec- 
tion with  them  ?  Are  the  Colonies  to  vote  equally  in  de- 
termining these  grand  concerns  ?  or  is  a  new  representation 
to  be  formed  in  proportion  to  numbers  and  consequence  ? 

I  might  propose  more  questions  of  this  kind ;  and  when 
the  necessity  comes,  they  will  rise  thick  enough  upon  us,  and 
we  must  then  encounter  them  all,  for  the  sake  ol' American 
liberty,  which  I  would  never  desert  but  with  rny  life.     But 
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I  am  sure  that  the  author  of  Common  Sense,  who  labours  to 
prove  that  the  necessity  is  ah-eady  come,  offers  nothing  on 
this  head  that  can  give  much  satisfaction  to  the  publicii  in 
general.  Trusting,  however,  that,  in  the  preceding  part  of 
his  work,  he  has  levelled  the  English  Constitution  to  the 
dust,  together  with  all  our  American  Constitutions,  which 
are  formed  on  similar  models,  and  that  he  has  thereby  led 
us  past  the  Rubicon,  he  may  flatter  himself  that  we  will  the 
more  readily  follow  his  future  direction,  and  adopt  what 
plans  he  may  offer.  But  I  choose  to  examine  for  myself; 
and  having  despatched  his  main  argument  for  Independence, 
which  he  founds  on  the  necessity  of  foreign  assistance,  I  pro- 
ceed to  consider  some  other  parts  of  his  work. 

His  first  sections,  on  the  origin  of  Government  and  Mo- 
narchy, appear  to  be  the  strangest  medley  of  inconsistencies 
and  contradictions  which  were,  perhaps,  ever  offered  to  the 
common  sense  of  any  people,  and  calculated  only  to  mislead 
those  superficial  readers,  who  are  content  to  believe  as  they 
go,  without  comparing  one  part  of  a  writer's  doctrine  with 
another. 

"  Society,"  says  he,  "  b  produced  by  our  wants,  and  Go- 
vernment by  our  wickedness :  the  former  promotes  our  hap- 
piness positively,  by  uniting  our  affections  ;  the  latter  nega- 
tively, by  restraining  our  vices.  Government,  like  dress, 
is  the  badge  of  lost  innocence ;  the  palaces  of  Kings  are 
built  on  the  ruins  of  the  bovvers  of  Paradise." 

If  the  author  meant  only  by  this  to  tell  us  that  if  all  men 
were  perfectly  virtuous,  and  ibllowed  the  pure  dictates  of 
right  reason,  human  Governments  would  have  been  unne- 
cessary, then  I  could  subscribe  to  his  doctrine,  and  might 
have  paid  him  a  compliment  for  clothing  an  old  truth  in  a 
spruce  metaphor.  But  if  he  meant  to  prove  that  Monar- 
chies were  any  more  founded  on  the  ruins  of  Paradise  than 
Republicks,  he  ought,  in  consistency  with  himself,  to  have 
shown  us  that,  after  Adam  was  expelled  from  Paradise,  he 
and  his  descendants,  as  soon  as  they  were  "  four  or  five" 
strong,  and  "  able  to  raise  a  tolerable  dwelling  in  the  wilder- 
ness," were  found  erecting  some  sort  of  palace  for  him  as 
their  King ;  and  that,  after  this  example,  all  future  Govern- 
ments were  kingly  in  the  first  ages.  But  our  author  shows 
us  no  such  thing.  On  the  contrary,  when  he  speaks  of  the 
manner  of  "  peopling  the  world,"  and  frames  a  Government 
out  of  the  state  of  nature,  the  first  idea  he  presents  us  with 
is,  that  of  a  pure  Republick. 

"  Some  convenient  tree,"  says  he,  "  affords  a  State-House, 
under  the  branches  of  which  the  whole  Colony  may  assem- 
ble to  deliberate  on  publick  matters."  They  proceed,  as 
their  numbers  increase,  to  improve  this  Constitution,  and 
devise  checks  that  "  the  elected  may  not  form  to  themselves 
an  interest  separate  from  the  electors."  On  these  checks 
("  not  on  the  unmeaning  name  of  King)  depend  the  strength 
of  Government  and  happiness  of  the  governed." 

.How  can  this  be  reconciled  to  what  follows  ?  The  author 
has  told  us  that  all  Government  "  being  at  best  but  a  neces- 
sary evil,  promotes  happiness  only  negatively,  by  restraining 
(viz :  checking)  our  vices ;"  and,  in  erecting  his  early  Repub 
lick,  he  contrives  his  checks  accordingly;  but  (risum  tenea- 
tis !)  diiectly  forgets  himself,  and  says  that  no  "  power  which 
needs  checking  can  be  from  God."  Thus,  by  his  own  argu- 
ment, God  has  as  little  to  do  with  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment in  the  Republican,  as  mixed  forms.  But  further,  lest 
his  readers  should  also  forget  themselves,  and  be  carried 
away  by  his  first  assertion,  that  "  the  palaces  of  Kings  were 
built  on  the  ruins  of  Paradise,"  he  takes  care  to  tell  us, 
and  backs  it  with  the  authority  of  "  Scripture  chronology, 
tliat,  in  the  early  ages  of  the  world,  there  were  no  Kings ;" 
that  the  Devil  himself,  in  those  ancient  times,  was  but  a  dull 
fellow  ;  and  that,  although  "  Government  by  Kings  was  his 
most  prosperous  invention  for  the  promotion  of  idolatry,"  he 
was  a  long  while  in  hammering  it  out ;  which  is  but  a  poor 
compliment  to  Satan's  cunning.  For  being  a  King  himself 
from  the  beginning,  he  might  have  hit  upon  it  sooner.  But 
I  leave  our  author  to  make  his  own  apology  to  his  infernal 
majesty,  if  he  be  of  his  councils,  for  1  have  no  business  to 
interfere  between  them. 

It  is  sufficient  to  show  what  use  he  makes  of  his  common 
sense,  at  the  very  outset,  in  refuting  his  own  first  doctrine,  and 
proving  to  demonstration  that,  instead  of  palaces  for  Kings, 
State-Houses  for  whole  Colonies  were  built  on  the  ruins  of 
Paradise ;  nay  more,  that  these  ruins,  in  the  case  of  the 
Jews,  were  near  three  thousand  years  tossed  up  and  down 


into  various  forms,  before  they  were  converted  into  Royal 
edifices !  That  I  have  not  misrepresented  our  author  in  this 
argument,  his  own  words  will  show :  "  Near  three  thousand 
years  passed  away,  from  the  Mosaick  account  of  the  crea- 
tion, till  the  Jews,  under  a  national  delusion,  requested  a 
King.  Till  dien,  their  form  of  Government  (except  in  ex- 
traordinary cases,  where  the  Almighty  interposed)  was  a 
kind  of  Republick,"  &,c. 

He  pi-oceeds,  in  the  next  place,  to  persuade  us  that  he 
is  as  well  acquainted  with  the  secrets  of  Heaven  as  the  de- 
vices of  Hell,  concerning  the  origin  of  kingly  Government ; 
and  that  the  Almighty  consented  at  last  to  this  "  most  pros- 
perous invention  of  Satan,"  in  mere  wrath  and  vengeance 
against  the  Jews,  as  a  greater  punishmeiit  for  their  ingrati- 
tude than  could  have  been  inflicted  upon  them  by  any  other 
human  form  of  Government.  There  never  was  a  greater 
perversion  of  Scrijiture  than  our  author  has  been  guilty  of 
in  his  endeavours  to  establish  this  part  of  his  argument,  as 
every  man  of  common  understanding,  who  has  his  Bible  in 
his  hand,  may  easily  perceive. 

The  bounds  prescribed  for  this  letter  will  not  suffer  me, 
at  present,  to  point  out  his  misrepresentations,  and  to  show 
how  he  sets  himself  up,  not  only  against  the  plain  letter  of 
Scripture,  but  the  universal  sense  of  wise  and  holy  men  of 
every  age.  It  is  not  consistent  with  my  principles  to  say 
one  word  in  favour  of  the  divine  right  of  Kings,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve a  word  of  what  others  have  said  in  its  favour.  As 
little  do  I  believe  what  has  been  said  concerning  the  divine 
right  of  Republicks,  or  any  other  human  forms  of  Government. 
But  the  question  is,  whether  God  hath  particularly  repro- 
bated any  of  them.  For  my  part,  as  the  author  has  set 
me  tlie  example  of  examining  Scripture  on  this  head,  I  can- 
not find  any  modem  Kings  particularly  rejected  by  Heaven 
but  Mounsier,  the  Kmg  of  France.  It  is  in  the  thirty -fifth 
chapter  of  Ezekiel ;  and  I  am  sure  our  author,  who  is  so 
deeply  versed  in  Scripture,  could  not  have  overlooked  it,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  treaty  which  he  proposes  with  this 
King.  The  reader  will  readily  allow  that  the  application 
is  much  more  natural  than  that  which  the  author  has  made 
of  the  8th  chapter  of  the  First  Book  of  Samuel. 

"  Son  of  man,  set  thy  face  against  Mountseir,  {Heb.  Moun- 
seir,  or  Monseur,)  and  prophesy  against  it,  (Heb.  him,)  and 
say  unto  him,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God:  Behold,  O  Mount- 
seir (or  Mounsier')  I  am  against  thee,  because  thou  hast  had 
a  perpetual  hatred,  and  hast  shed  the  blood  of  the  children 
of  Israel  [that  is,  ^he  French  Protestants]  by  the  force  of 
the  sword :  therefore,  as  I  live,  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  will 
prepare  thee  unto  blood,  and  blood  shall  pursue  thee :  silh 
thou  hast  not  hated  blood,  even  blood  shall  pursue  thee. 
Thus  will  I  make  Mountseir  (or  Monsieur)  most  desolate, 
because  thou  hast  said  these  two  nations,  and  these  two 
countries  [here  Britain  and  America  are  cleariy  pointed  out] 
shall  be  mine,  and  we  will  possess  it ;  whereas  tlie  Lord  was 
there:" — as  much  as  to  say.  You  shall  not  have  these  two 
countries.  Monsieur ;  the  Ix)rd  intends  them  for  his  own 
use  ;  they  shall  be  free,  Protestant  countries. 

The  reader  may  peruse  and  apply  the  remainder  of  the 
chapter,  which  he  may  do  as  well  as  the  author  of  Common 
Sense ;  and  some  may  say,  perhaps,  as  well  as 

Cato. 


YORK    COUNTY    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

Hanover  Town,  Hcidlcbergh  Township,  ? 
March  30,  1776.       5 

Whereas  information  has  been  given  unto  us,  the  subscri- 
bers. Members  of  the  General  Committee  for  York  County, 
that  a  certain  Robert  Omngs,  of  Heidlebergh  Township 
aforesaid,  had,  on  the  15lh  day  of  this  instant,  in  an  open 
and  publick  manner,  taken  the  liberty  to  speak  in  an  unbe- 
coming manner  against  the  measures  now  pursuing  for  the 
maintaining  our  invaluable  rights  and  privileges;  and,  being 
called  before  us,  was  duly  convicted  thereof  by  sufficient 
testimony.  Whereupon  he,  the  said  Robert  Divings,  ex- 
pressing his  hearty  and  unfeigned  sorrow  for  his  said  con- 
duct, agreed  further  to  signify  his  entire  disapprobation 
thereof,  by  signing  the  underwritten  declaration,  which  was 
voted  satisfactory.  Richakd  McAllister, 

Henry  Slagle, 
Charles  Galwick, 
Joseph  Jefferis. 
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Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  ha\ing,  in  an  unguarded  hour, 
teen  induced  to  degrade  and  speak  disrespectfully  of  the 
■persons  and  proceedings  of  the  Committees  and  other  bodies 
of  men  unto  whom  the  management  of  our  publick  affairs 
are  committed,  for  the  endeavouring  to  support  and  main- 
tain our  invaluable  rights  and  privileges  as  freemen,  espe- 
cially by  disrespectfully  degrading  by  words,  in  a  most  atro- 
cious and  insolent  manner,  the  proceedings  of  the  Commit- 
tees in  general,  as  well  as  of  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress  ;  for  all  which  1  am  most  heartily  and  unfeignedly 
sorry  ;  and,  craving  forgiveness  of  my  country,  am  in  hopes, 
by  my  future  good  conduct,  to  be  again  received  into  the 
friendship  of  my  neighbours  and  fellow-citizens.  And  to 
manifest  that  I  am  a  friend  to  the  liberties  of  my  country,  I 
do  hereby  consent  and  agree  voluntarily  to  sign  the  articles 
of  Association  recommended  by  the  honourable  the  As- 
sembly of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  for  our  mutual 
defence.  And,  further,  I  desire  that  this,  my  declaration,  be 
made  publick.  Robert  Owings. 


RECANTATION    OF    PETER   LOtTDERBACK. 

In  Committee,  Piles-Grove,  Salem  County,  ? 
March  30,  1776.      S 

I,  Peter  Louderhack,  having,  by  divers  expressions,  shown 
myself  to  my  countrymen  inimical  to  the  present  cause  of 
America,  by  abusing  the  magistrates  in  civil  power,  and 
calling  the  persons  fighting  in  the  present  glorious  struggle  a 
set  of  rascally  Rebels,  and  that  the  Congress  would  be  all 
hung ;  all  which  unguarded  expressions  I  am  heartily  sorry 
for,  and  do  beg  pardon  of  my  injured  countrymen  ;  promi- 
sing, for  the  future,  to  conduct  myself  in  a  more  respectable 
manner,  and  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  forward  the 
cause  of  liberty  against  the  present  vile  Administration. 

Peter  Louderback. 


GENERAL   THOMPSON   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  March  30,  1776. 
Gentlemen:  As  a  number  of  troops  are  arrived,  and 
more  are  hourly  expected,  who  must  be  quartered  in  the 
city ;  and  as  I  understand  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  who 
have  quitted  the  town  have  left  part  of  their  furniture  in 
their  houses,  I  must  request  that  you  will  give  such  direc- 
tions as  you  may  judge  best  for  securing  the  property  of 
those  people  whose  houses  are,  or  shall  be,  occupied  as  bar- 
racks for  the  troops.  And  you  will  much  oblige,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Thompson. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York. 


CAPTAIN   GRENELL   TO   THOMAS    TREDWELL. 

Sir:  Was  this  day  informed  by  Mr.  Hobart  that  Mr. 
Crane  is  appointed  Captain-Lieutenant  of  the  company 
designed  for  me.  It  becomes  incumbent  on  me  to  inform 
the  Committee  of  Safety  with  my  determination  respecting 
the  appointment,  which  I  thought  I  had  done  already  by 
my  letter  to  General  Woodhull;  but  as  that  was  not  read  in 
Congress,  must  again  say,  that  I  am  so  bound  in  the  nomi- 
nation I  gave  the  Congress,  (and  that  more  especially  to 
Mr.  Stoddard,  wherein  he  was  named  for  Captain-Lieute- 
nant,) that  I  cannot  in  honour  be  released ;  therefore  must 
repeat,  tliat  I  cannot  serve,  and  resign  a  commission  that  I 
confess  gave  me  pleasure,  in  the  hopes  of  being  serviceable 
to  my  country  in  a  way  that  best  suited  my  genius.  But, 
however,  doubt  not  some  better  man  will  easily  be  found  to 
supply  my  place. 

It  may  be  asked  why  I  refused  serving.  The  case 
was  this :  I  was  desired  to  look  out  and  nominate  proper 
men  for  officers,  which  I  understood  was  a  privilege  given 
Captain  Lamb  also;  and  concluded  from  thence  that  the 
Congress  meant  to  confinn  die  nomination,  otherwise  I 
should  not  have  put  any  gentlemen  to  the  pain  or  suspense 
or  of  being  so  publickly  rejected,  and  thereby  have  avoided 
the  situation  I  am  now  in  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  I  gave 
Mr.  Stoddard  the  fullest  assurances  that  he  would  be  con- 
firmed, and  pledged  my  commission  to  him  for  the  cer- 
tainty, otherwise  he  would  not  have  left  Captain  Billings, 
witli  whom  he  was  engaged  as  a  First  Lieutenant,  and  at 
ihe  time  about  marching  from  New-  York  to  the  northward, 


and  was  to  commission  his  officers  at  General  Schuyler's; 
which  opjX)rtunity  Stoddard  has  now  lost. 

The  chance  of  raising  a  company  here  for  that  service  be- 
ing now  over,  I  have  turned  my  attention  another  way,  and 
perhaps  may  be  as  serviceable  to  my  country  as  a  private  as 
I  would  have  been  in  commission.  Please  to  acquaint  the 
respectable  the  Committee  of  Safety  with  my  determina- 
tion ;  and  though  am  not  in  office,  my  sentiments  of  the 
cause  are  not  changed,  in  which  I  hope  to  live  and  die; 
being,  with  regard,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

John  Ghenell. 
To  Mr.  Thomas  Tredwcll,  New-York. 


TO   THE    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY,    NEW-YORK. 

New-York,  March  30,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  It  astonishes  every  lover  of  his  country 
your  allowing  at  this  time  so  many  gentlemen  to  leave  this 
Continent  and  go  to  Britain.  You  cannot  have  too  many 
pledges  in  your  hands,  and  there  are  none  at  this  period  of 
danger  tliat  should  be  allowed  to  leave  the  Continent  who 
are  able  to  bear  arms ;  far  less  should  they  be  allowed  to  be 
conveying  quantities  of  specie  out  of  this  Province.  The 
passengers  now  going  from  this  place  must  pay  their  freight 
in  gold  and  silver,  which  will  at  least  take  away  one  thou- 
sand pounds  in  cash.  This  hurts  the  cause  much  more 
than  importing  necessary  articles.  Do  not  stumble  at  mole- 
hills and  jump  over  mountains. 

Youi-s,  as  you  conduct  yourselves,  , 

•'  •'  '  Americanus. 


ELIHU    MARVIN   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 
Cornwall  Precint,  March  30,   1776. 

Sir  :  The  subscriber  of  the  enclosed,  Jonathan  Brooks 
and  Reuben  Clark,  being  proper  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Cornwall  Precinct,  and  die  bearer,  {Nathan  June,) 
informs  the  need  of  having  the  commissions  sent  speedily. 
If  you  can  send  them  by  the  bearer,  you  will  oblige  your 

humble  servant,  -n,  -.^  /-,!    • 

Llihu  Marvin,  Lhairman. 

To  Joseph  Hallett,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
New-  York. 


JOHN   BLACKLER   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Esopus  Jail,  March  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Conscious  of  my  own  innocence  as  to  act- 
ing any  ways  derogatory  from  the  rules  established  by  the 
Congress,  I  am  emboldened  to  flatter  myself  my  crime 
cannot  be  of  so  heinous  a  nature  but  that  my  present  pu- 
nishment is  sufficient.  I  have  now  been  confined  upwards 
of  one  hundred  days,  without  the  least  prospect  of  enlarge- 
ment on  the  one  hand,  and  my  inevitable  ruin  on  the  dther. 
Had  I  ever,  directly  or  indirectly,  been  employed  in  the 
present  unhappy  contest,  I  should  not  have  murmured ;  but 
on  bare  suspicion  to  be  sent  away  from  my  friends  and  the 
means  of  support,  surely  is  cruel.  The  tenn  limited  by  the 
honourable  the  Continental  Congress  for  a  capital  offender 
is  but  three  months  imprisonment.  That  time  (if  I  am 
made  to  appear  in  that  light)  is  expired.  All  that  I  crave  is 
liberty  to  return  to  my  native  country,  in  order  to  live 
peaceably,  if  possible ;  or,  should  not  that  be  agreeable,  per- 
mission to  seek  a  living  within  any  bounicjs  you  may  think 
proper  to  allow ;  and  on  the  breach  of  such  rastriction,  my 
life  shall  pay  the  forfeit.  Should  I  be  so  liappy  as  to  merit 
your  attention,  it  shall  ever,  with  a  most  grateful  heart,  be 
acknowleged  by,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble 


servant. 


John  Blackler. 


To  New-  York  Committee  of  Safety. 


Albany  Committee-Chamber,  March  30,  1776. 
A  Petition  of  Henry  Van  Remselaer  and  Sons  was  laid 
before  this  Board ;  which  said  Petition  is  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit : 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Sfc,  of  the  County  q/"  Albany. 

The  Petitio7i  of  Henry  Van  Rensselaer  and  Sons,  of 
Claverack,  hwnbly  showeth  : 

That  whereas  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony 
has  recommended  the  erection  of  two  Powder-Mills  in  this 
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County,  under  certain  encouragements  and  regulations,  as 
more  particularly  by  said  resolves  will  appear: 

Your  Petitioners  have  taken  the  said  resolves  into  con- 
sideration, and  are  of  opinion  that  their  situation  at  the  place 
aforesaid  is  conveniently  formed  for  erecting  a  manufactory 
of  the  kind,  a  sufficient  stream  running  at  the  distance  of 
more  than  two  miles  east  from  Hudson's  River,  which  they 
conceive  to  be  proper  for  the  said  purpose.  They  therefore 
humbly  request  the  Committee  will  take  the  same  into  con- 
sideration ;  and  if,  upon  inquiry,  the  said  place  will  answer 
the  intention  of  said  resolves,  they  pray  that  they  may  be 
entitled  to  the  recommendation  of  this  Committee  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid ;  and  your  Petitioners  shall  ever  pray,  &.c. 
Henry  Van  Rensselaer  &  Sons. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  Petition  be  grant- 
ed, and  they  are  hereby  recommended  to  the  Provincial 
Congress  accordingly. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman. 


GENERAL    ARNOLD    TO    SILAS    DEANE. 

Camp  before  Quebeck,  March  30,  1776. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  often  sat  down  to  write  you,  and  as 
often  been  prevented  by  matters  of  consequence  crowding 
upon  nie,  which  I  could  not  postpone.  I  am  now  so  much 
perplexed  with  a  multiplicity  of  affairs  that  I  can  hardly 
form  an  assemblage  of  three  ideas,  and  those,  I  am  afraid, 
will  not  be  very  pleasing  to  you,  as  they  convey  no  very 
agreeable  intelligence,  but  rather  matters  of  complaint, 
(which,  I  make  no  doubt,  you  are  daily  troubled  with.) 
Without  further  preamble,  I  shall  give  you  a  short  sketch 
of  our  strength,  situation,  prospects,  &ic. :  From  the  1st 
of  January  to  the  1st  of  march,  we  have  never  had  more 
than  seven  hundred  effective  men  on  the  ground,  and 
frequently  not  more  than  five  hundred ;  since  which  we 
have  been  increasing  in  our  numbers,  as  you  will  observe 
by  the  enclosed  morning  reports.  Our  numbers  are  far 
short  of  what  I  expected  before  this  time,  and  the  New- 
England  Troops  wUl  be  of  very  little  service  to  us  for  some 
time,  as  the  greatest  part  of  them  have  the  small-pox.  That 
fatal  disorder  has  got  into  our  camp,  though  every  method 
that  prudence  could  suggest  has  been  attempted  to  prevent 
it ;  a  variety  of  orders  have  been  repeatedly  given,  (some 
of  which  I  enclose,)  and  as  repeatedly  disobeyed  or  ne- 
glected. The  reinforcements,  (as  fast  as  they  came  in,) 
privately  prepared  and  inoculated,  (Colonel  Warner's  Regi- 
ment and  Major  Cady's  detachment  in  particular ;)  not  one- 
quarter  of  the  former,  and  very  few  of  the  latter,  are  fit  for 
duty ;  so  that  the  pubtick  will  incur  an  expense  of  at  least 
twenty  pounds  for  each  of  those  people,  who  will  not,  on 
an  average,  have  done  ten  days'  service  to  the  15th  April, 
to  wTiich  time  they  are  engaged.  Our  Surgeons  are  with- 
out medicine;  our  Hospitals  crowded,  and  in  want  of  almost 
every  necessary. 

Enclosed  is  a  small  sketch  of  the  City  of  Qmbeclc  and 
vicinity,  by  which  you  will  see  the  great  extent  of  ground 
we  are  obliged  to  occupy.  No  less  than  twenty-six  miles 
makes  a  tour  of  the  rounds,  including  three  ferries.  A  few 
small  cannon — sixes,  twelves,  and  one  twenty-four-pounder, 
little  ball,  and  less  powder,  cannot  be  expected  to  effect  the 
reduction  of  a  place  so  strongly  fortified  as  Quebeck.  Three 
seven-inch  mortars,  a  few  shells,  (and  those  too  small,)  will 
cut  a  despicable  figure  at  a  bomb-battery,  and  serve  but  to 
expose  our  weakness  ;  only  one  Artillery  officer,  and  twenty 
matrosses,  very  few  of  whom  know  their  duty ;  not  one  artifi- 
cer for  making  carcasses,  or  any  kind  of  fire-works.  An  able 
Engineer  (a  most  necessary  man  in  an  army)  wanting,  and 
no  prospect  of  being  supplied  with  one ;  a  well  furnished  mili- 
tary chest  (which  gives  life  and  spirits  to  an  army)  entirely 
wanting,  without  which  we  cannot  make  one  movement  in 
this  country.  For,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  our  credit  extends 
no  farther  than  our  arms.  Add  to  this  catalogue,  want  of 
provisions,  (not  more  than  one  month's  on  hand,)  and  our 
resources  uncertain,  and  most  of  the  New-England,  and  all 
the  JN'ew- YorA:  Troops,  engaged  no  longer  than  the  15th 
_/ipril — these  are  some  few  of  the  difficulties  we  have  to 
encounter. 

The  want  of  money  and  provisions  laid  ine  under  the 
necessity,  the  4th  of  this  month,  to  issue  a  Proclamation, 
giving  our  paper  money  a  currency ;  promising  to  exchange 


it  in  four  months  for  hard  cash,  at  the  same  time  declaring 
those  enemies  who  should  refuse  it.  About  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  have  been  paid  away.  Many  received  it  willingly, 
but  the  greater  part  of  the  people  were  averse  to  taking  it. 
This  step  could  not  possibly  be  avoided,  and  will  have  this 
good  effect :  those  who  have  received  it  will  be  interested  in 
keeping  the  credit  of  it  good.  Notwithstanding  this  long 
catalogue  of  wants,  &c.,  we  are  detennined  to  exert  our- 
selves. The  officers  and  men  are  in  general  in  good  spi- 
rits, but  too  few  in  numbers  to  attempt  an  escalade.  We 
are,  therefore,  raising  batteries ;  one  on  Point  Levi,  of  three 
twelve-pounders  and  one  eight-inch  howitz,  will  be  ready 
to  open  to-morrow ;  another  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham, 
within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  wall,  of  one  twenty-four- 
pounder,  four  twelves,  two  sixes,  and  two  howitz,  we  ex- 
pect to  open  in  four  or  five  days.  I  have  one  gondola, 
mounting  one  twelve-pounder,  at  SeUery,  with  several 
armed  boats.  I  am  preparing  a  fire-ship  to  send  into  the 
Cul-du-Sac,  where  the  two  frigates  and  merchant  ships  are 
lying,  which  I  make  no  doubt  will  have  a  proper  effect  if  ^ 
we  are  not  prevented  by  ice,  or  contrary  winds,  until  the 
ships  can  lay  m  the  stream.  If  we  should  be  happy  enough 
to  succeed  in  destroying  the  ships,  I  think  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  the  town  to  hold  out  until  they  can  be  relieved. 

A  few  days  since  I  received  intelligence  from  Point  La 
Caile  (twelve  leagues  from  the  south  shore)  that  a  party  of 
sixty  men  had  landed  there  from  Quebecjc,  and  that  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Canadians  had  joined  them,  and  seized  a 
convoy  of  our  provisions.  I  immediately  despatched  Major 
Dubourgs,  Captain  Bruyn,  and  eighty  men,  in  pursuit  of 
them,  who  surprised  their  advanced  guard,  killed  seven, 
wounded  two,  and  took  thirty-eight  prisoners,  with  the 
King's  standard,  without  any  loss  on  our  side ;  the  rest  dis- 
persed immediately,  and  everything  now  remains  quiet. 

It  is  now  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  and  I  dare  say  you 
will  be  glad  when  I  end  my  dull  epistle. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  sincerity,  dear  sir,  your  friend 


and  humble  servant. 


Benedict  Arnold. 


To  the  Honourable  Sihs  Deane,  Ksq. 

A  Return  of  the  Troops  before  Quebeck,  m  the  service  of 
the  United  Colonies,  March  30,  1776. 


Regiments. 

1 

■3 

Disorders. 

102 

8-2 
2-25 
38 
42 
7ti 

81 
207 

91 
2(JC 
117 

31 
123 
216 

82 

1719 

271 

50 

132 
48 
115 

77 
20 
23 

50 
786 

373 

132 

225 
170 
90 
191 

158 
227 
114 
20(i 
167 

31 
123 
216 

82 

2505 

Small-Pox  by  inocula- 
tion. 
Do.           do. 

Do.           do. 

Do.           do. 
Small  Pox,  great  and 

various. 
Various. 
Various. 
Various. 

Various  and  wounded 

•    — 

Maior  Cadv's    

Major  Brown's  Deiachment... 
(rPiipral  Woosier's   

Colonel  Van  Schaick*s 

Holonpl  Livinff.ston's 

Captain  Wool's  Anillery 

rioinnel  Du^'c^an's.  ...•••••■• . 

Colonel  Maxarell's ,... 

Total 

Since  which  have  joined  of  different  Regiments,  350. 

N.  B.  Fifteen  hundred  of  the  above  men  are  at  liberty 
the  15th  of  April;  probably  one-half  of  them  will  be  re- 
tained in  the  service. 

B.  Arnold. 


General  Orders  before  Quebeck,  February  11,  1776. 
Whereas  the  repeated  orders  given  to  prevent  the  spread- 
ing of  that  fatal  disorder  the  Small-Pox,  have  been  in  a  great 
measure  disregarded  ;  it  is  ordered  that  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  every  coinpany  immediately  send  such  of  his  compa- 
ny as  are  seized  with  it  to  the  Hospital ;  and  all  soldiers 
who  shall  know  of  any  persons  with  that  disorder  in  their 
private  quarters,  and  do  not  make  immediate  complaint 
thereof  to  the  Barrackmaster,  shall  be  treated  as  neglecting 
their  duty,  and  guilty  of  a  breach  of  orders. 
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General  Orders  before  Quebeck,  March  15,  1776. 

As  tlie  spreading  tlie  Small-Pox  at  this  juncture  will  pro- 
bably pmve  the  entire  iiiin  of  the  Amiy,  the  officers  are 
desired  to  take  all  possible  care  to  prevent  it,  by  keeping 
the  men  from  strolling  from  their  quarters. 

The  Surgeons  of  the  Army  are  forbid,  under  the  severest 
penalty,  to  inoculate  any  person.  And  as  many  officers 
and  men  are  preparing  for  the  small-pox,  it  is  said  with  an 
intention  of  taking  it  by  inoculation  ;  to  prevent  the  fatal  con- 
sequences attending  such  conduct,  those  who  are  found 
guilty,  if  officers,  will  be  immmediately  cashiered ;  if  pri- 
vate soldiers,  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  Court-Martial. 


PAYMASTER-GENERAL,    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  18.     Referred  to  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  Mr.  Braxton.] 

Watcrtown,  March  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  make  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments to  the  Congress  for  the  honour  they  did  me 
in  appointing  me  Paymaster-General  of  the  Army.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  answer  their  expectation,  by  executing  that 
office  with  assiduity  and  fidelity,  and  should  think  it  an  ho- 
nour still  to  continue  in  that  station.  But,  sir,  as  the  ope- 
rations of  war  may,  and  probably  will,  change  their  seat, 
and  some  other  of  the  Colonies  be  the  principal  scene  of 
action,  and  it  may  be  expected  that  I  should  attend  the 
Army  with  the  General  and  Commander-in-Chief,  you  will 
oblige  me  by  desiring  the  Congress,  under  these  circum- 
stances, to  accept  my  resignation  of  that  office.  The  in- 
conveniency  to  my  private  affairs  is  the  smallest  inducement 
to  this  step.  The  provision  made  for  the  support  of  the 
Paymaster's  office  is  ample.  But,  as  I  have  ever  made  the 
publick  good  my  ruling  principle,  I  flatter  myself,  from  the 
connection  and  interest  I  have  here,  it  may  be  more  in  my 
power  to  render  some  small  services  to  the  publick  here  than 
m  another  part  of  the  Continent.  I  hope,  therefore,  this 
resignation  will  not  be  considered  as  proceeding  from  any 
discontent,  or  want  of  respect  for  the  General  or  for  the 
Congress,  whose  dignity  and  influence  1  make  it  my  busi- 
ness on  all  occasions  to  support. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  render  my  accounts  of  the  disposition 
of  the  money  I  have  received,  in  such  manner  as  the  Con- 
gress shall  direct,  and  to  serve  them  in  any  station  they  may 
think  proper  to  appoint  me  to. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 


humble  servant. 


J.  Warren. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Congress. 


mark    HOPKINS    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Great-Barrington,  March  30,  1776. 
Sir  :  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  Militia  Bill,  and  the  order 
of  the  honourable  Council  confonnable  thereto,  the  Field- 
Officers  of  the  Regiment  which  I  have  the  honour  to  com- 
mand, met,  and  divided  the  same  into  companies ;  and, 
amongst  the  rest,  divided  this  town  of  Barrington  into  two 
companies,  by  a  line  running  east  and  west  through  the 
middle  of  the  same,  having  fii-st  taken  off  some  of  the  out 
comers  of  the  town,  and  placed  them  to  other  companies 
for  theJI  convenience.  After  which  division,  the  companies 
were  brought  to  a  choice  of  their  officers,  and  chose  those 
named  m  the  list  now  sent  to  the  Secretary.  The  Captains 
of  each  company  were  chosen  by  a  bare  majority  of  votes, 
and  the  Lieutenants  but  by  a  few  more.  Since  the  choice, 
a  large  number  of  the  soldiers  appear  to  be  very  uneasy 
with  the  officers  elected.  Those  of  the  South  Company 
say  that  Captain  Peter  Ingersoll  was  broke  last  fall  by  the 
sentence  of  a  Court-Martial  in  the  Continental  Army,  and 
was  then  declared  incapable  of  sustaining  any  office  in  the 
Continental  service.  The  First  Lieutenant,  Timothy  Young- 
love,  they  say  is  a  Tory,  and  during  the  whole  of  our  trou- 
bles has  manifested  himself  unfriendly  to  the  common  cause, 
and  openly  opposed  all  the  measures  that  have  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Congress ;  therefore  that  he  ought  not  to 
have  any  command  in  the  Militia.  Those  in  the  North 
Company  say  that  the  Captain,  Ilewit  Root,  is  advanced 
in  years,  and  by  frequent  fits  of  the  gout,  or  rheumatism,  is 
rendered  incapable  of  doing  the  duties  of  his  office.  They 
also  object  against  the  moral  character  and  general  conduct 


of  the  First  Lieutenant ;  and  the  uneasiness  in  both  com- 
panies has  risen  to  that  height,  that  they  say  they  never  will 
bear  arms  under  these  officers,  so  long  as  they  are  able  to 
earn  enough  to  pay  their  fines. 

It  must  be  observed  that  the  town  consists  of  members 
of  the  Church  of  England  and  Dissenters ;  the  fonnor  of 
which  (a  few  excepted)  have  been  very  backward  in  all  our 
late  publick  matters,  and  amongst  us  are  denominated  To- 
ries. It  is  said  that  by  their  interest  principally,  the  afore- 
mentioned officers  were  elected.  They  have  never  turned 
any  men  out  for  the  publick  service,  which  the  other  party 
have ;  and  thus,  being  all  present,  are  able  to  outvote  the 
Whigs. 

A  petition  has  been  presented  to  me,  signed  by  fifty-four 
persons,  requesting  an  alteration  in  the  division  of  said  com- 
panies into  East  and  West  Companies.  By  the  proposed 
new  division,  the  main  of  those  called  Tories  will  be  in  the 
West  Company.  The  petitioners  imagine  that,  upon  a 
choice  according  to  this  division,  such  officers  would  be 
chosen  as  would  give  general  satisfaction.  The  other  party 
say  that  this  proposed  division  will  give  as  great  uneasiness 
as  the  present,  and  they,  to  the  number  of  eighty-seven, 
have  petitioned  against  the  pro]X)sed  new  division.  The 
Field-Officers,  upon  the  present  appearance,  are  of  opinion 
that,  if  the  now  proposed  division  had  been  made  at  first, 
it  might  have  been  for  the  best ;  but  after  we  had  proceeded 
to  make  a  division,  and  a  choice  of  officers  has  been  made 
accordingly,  thought  ourselves  hardly  warranted  to  make  a 
new  division  without  the  direction  of  the  honourable  Coun- 
cil ;  and  the  rest  of  the  Field-Officers  directed  me  to  write 
to  your  Honours  upon  the  matter.  William  Whiting,  Esq., 
the  Representative  from  the  town,  can  fully  infonn  your 
Honours  of  the  difficulties  and  circumstances  attending  the 
whole  matter,  to  whom  we  refer  for  that  purpose. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  mention,  that  a  part  of  this  town, 
called  the  Hoplands,  containing  about  thii-ty-eight  men,  is 
separated  from  the  rest  of  this  town  by  mountains,  in  such 
a  manner  that  the  people  there  cannot  get  to  the  place  of 
parade  here  without  travelling  eight  or  ten  miles.  They  lie 
contiguous  to  a  part  of  Tyringham;  we  therefore  deter- 
mined that  they  should  join  that  part  of  Tyringham,  and  so 
make  a  company ;  but  upon  notice,  the  said  Hoj)landcrs 
refused  to  join  with  Tyringham.  They  are  so  few  that,  by 
the  act,  they  cannot  be  formed  into  a  company  by  them- 
selves ;  so  that,  as  matters  now  stand,  they  must  be  obliged 
to  join  the  North  Company  in  this  town;  and  yet  they  have 
had  no  voice  in  the  choice  of  the  officers,  it  not  being  known 
but  that  they  would  be  willing  to  join  with  Tyringham  till 
after  the  choice  here. 

We  look  to  your  Honours  for  direction  in  these  matters, 
not  doubting  but  the  people  will  acquiesce  in  what  your 
Honours  shall  direct  in  the  premises. 

I  am  your  Honours'  most  humble  servant, 

Mark  Hopkins. 

To  the  President  of  the  Honourable  Council  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE. 

[No.  99.]  *  Annapolis,  March  31,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  we  have 
just  received  from  Mr.  Hughes.  And  as  mounting  the 
eighteen- pounders  immediately  will  be  a  capital  thing  for 
your  town,  and,  eventually,  the  Province  in  general,  we 
request  you  will  exert  your  utmost  diligence  in  getting  the 
carriages  ready  for  them. 
We  are,  Sic. 

To  tlie  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 


TO    CATO,    CASSANDRA,    AND    ALL    THE    WRITERS    ON    THE 
INDEPENDENT    CONTROVERSY. 

Philadelphia,  March  31,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  *  Though  it  might  be  deemed  absolutely 
necessary  to  suppress  all  publications  which  tend  to  disunite 
the  Colonies  in  their  present  spirited  opposition  to  a  cruel 

•  Caitandra  will  please  to  excuse  the  appellation  of  "Gentlemen," 
for  as  Phcebus  decreed  that  the  Prophetess  should  never  be  credited,  I 
am  under  the  necessity  of  disbelieving  that  the  modern  Cassundru  is  a 
lady. 
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and  unnatural  attack  from  the  people  of  England  ;  yet,  as 
the  question  of  Independency  has  been  lately  started,  in  a 
pamphlet  entitled  Common  Sense,  and  supported  by  a  variety 
of  subsequent  authors,  I  confess  I  was  much  pleased  on  the 
appearance  of  a  writer  on  the  other  side  of  the  question ; 
for,  as  I  have  no  other  view  than  peace  and  happiness  for 
myself  and  posterity,  I  was  determined  to  give  an  earnest 
attention  to  the  arguments  on  both  sides.  It  is  no  matter 
with  me  whether  I  live  under  an  Emperor,  a  Pope,  a  lia- 
shaw,  a  King  of  England,  or  a  Republick,  provided  I  can 
be  convinced,  by  irrefutable  arguments,  that  such  or  sucli  a 
state  contained  the  greatest  quantity  of  happiness  for  the 
people  at  large,  and  for  individuals  in  particular ;  for,  as  I 
am  in  the  situation  of  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  in 
the  world,  who  have  no  expectations  of  ever  ascending  into 
office,  and  riding  upon  the  top  of  the  machine,  and  have 
only  to  expect  to  contribute  my  proportion  of  labour  to 
wheel  it  along,  I  therefore  think  it  my  business,  as  well  as 
my  fellow-labourers',  to  see  that  it  is  so  constructed  as  to 
move  with  as  little  labour  as  possible,  and  the  machinery  so 
contrived  as  to  be  the  least  liable  to  get  out  of  order  in  the 
variety  of  rough  and  smooth  roads  through  which  we  must 
inevitably  pass.  Now,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  ma- 
chine must  necessarily  be  kept  in  proper  motion,  I  conclude, 
we  are  not  to  consult  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  riders, 
but  that  of  the  draughtsmen,  who,  being  the  majority,  and 
giving  motion  to  the  machine  for  their  own  emolument — (I 
know,  criticks,  the  simile  won't  run  upon  all  fours,  but  I  shall 
nevertheless  stick  to  it  till  you  offer  me  a  better) — I  say,  we 
move  it  along  for  our  own  emolument ;  and  if  the  riders 
should  insist  on  having  it  built  to  contain  only  a  single  chair 
for  a  crowned  head,  or  to  spread  a  larger  floor  over  our 
heads  to  support  a  Commonwealth,  we  who  pull,  and  not 
they  who  ride,  ought  to  be  the  judges  of  the  matter ;  for 
that  some  must  pull,  and  that  some  will  ride,  in  every  com- 
munity on  the  face  of  the  earth,  must  be  granted  me ; 
therefore,  all  I  have  to  consider,  with  the  rest  of  my  bre- 
thren on  the  ground,  is  to  attach  myself  to  that  machine,  or 
(if  you  won't  let  me  pursue  the  simile)  to  that  form  of  Go- 
vernment, which  will  afford  me  the  most  ease,  and  give  me 
the  least  pain. 

People  in  general  know  so  little  of  the  different  move- 
ments of  a  State,  and  the  complicated  connections  and  de- 
pendencies on  the  other  powers  of  the  world,  that  they  are 
almost  unequal  to  the  task  of  fomiing  a  proper  judgment  of 
the  fitness  or  unfitness  of  this  or  that  mode  ;  for  this  reason 
it  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  think  I  was  now  about  to  have  the 
matter  laid  before  me  in  an  open  and  candid  manner,  that  I 
and  the  rest  of  my  unlettered  brethren  might  judge  for  our- 
selves. The  writer  signed  Cato,  I  should  have  liked  much 
better  had  his  actions  corresponded  with  his  declarations. 
Says  he,  "  Nor  need  any  person  be  alarmed  ;  for  an  indecent 
nor  angry  expression  shall  not  dishonour  my  pen,  nor  yet  a 
single  sentiment  which  is  not  calculated  to  cement  all  par- 
ties in  the  Province,  upon  safe  and  popular  grounds,  more 
firmly  than  ever,  in  executing  the  resolves  of  the  Congress, 
and  maintaining  American  liberty."  Had  this  decency  really 
prevailed  in  Colo's  breast,  why  did  he,  a  few  lines  before, 
charge  the  commentators  on  the  conduct  of  the  Assembly 
with  "  scurrilous  misrepresentations  ?"  Decency  and  scur- 
rility can  certainly  have  no  possible  connection ;  and,  un- 
happily for  him,  in  his  second  letter,  he  proceeds  to  term  a 
writer,  who  styles  himself  Cassandra,  "an  enthusiast,  a 
madman,  and  a  barbarian."  Language  of  this  kind  can  be 
of  no  real  use  to  men  who  are  searching  for  tnith ;  and  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  request  Cato,  in  his  future  essays,  to 
keep  up  to  the  decency  he  professed  to  set  out  with.  I 
could  have  wished  to  have  passed  Cassandra  unnoticed  on 
this  head ;  but  as  he  also  has  given  too  much  reason  for 
censure,  I  will  just  make  free  to  say,  that  his  arguments 
have  acquired  no  force  with  me  by  directing  ])ersonal  at- 
tacks on  Cato,  and  endeavouring  to  jroint  out  the  real  man 
to  the  publick ;  nay,  by  introducing  the  very  name  of  a 
private  gentleman  into  his  essays,  and  obliquely  glancing  at 
him  as  the  writer  of  Cato's  letters.  I  am  sensible  it  is  so 
'niarded  that  Cassandra  may  plead  off,  and  declare,  if  he 
pleases,  that  he  had  no  such  person  in  view ;  and  Cato 
might  find  it  difficult  to  disprove  his  sincerity.  Cassandra 
may  also  assert,  where  he  hints  at  the  danger  which  Cato 
runs  of  "  too  far  provoking  the  majesty  of  the  people  by  die 


bold  flourishes  of  a  pen  which  pays  no  respect  to  tnith, 
lest  he  may  find  it  expedient  to  end  his  days  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  dependency,"  that  he  meant  no  sucli  thing  as  the 
threatening  Cato  with  the  chance  of  being  hanged   by  a 
mob ;  tliough  his  marking  the  \^  ord  "  dependency"  in  italicks, 
will  certainly  convey  that  idea  to  many  minds.    Now,  gen- 
tlemen, with  all  duo  respect  to  you  botli,  I  would  wisli  you 
to  avoid  indecency  and  personality.     However  sharp  your 
minds  may  b^et  against  each  other,  upon  a  supposition 
that  you  have  got  at  the  secret  of  names  on  botli  sides,  I 
would  request  "you  to  consider,  diat  though  you  are  both 
volunteers,  yet  you  are  in  some  measure  accountable  to  the 
publick.     If  two  advocates,  pleading  a  cause  of  great  im- 
portance before  a  learned  Court  and  an  intelligent  Jury, 
were  to  make  use  of  illiberal  reflections  upon  each  other's 
characters,  and  rip  up  a  long  list  of  charges  of  fraudulent 
designs  and  wicked  practices,  would  not  both  Court  and 
Jury  think  themselves  grossly  insulted,  and  would  not  such 
advocates  deserve  the  severest  censure  from  the  bench  ?    Be 
pleased  to  remember,  gendemen,  you  are  pleading  at  the 
bar  of  the  publick,  upon  a  cause  of  greater  importance 
than  ever  came  before  any  tribunal  on  earth — no  less  than 
whether  it  is  expedient  or  inexpedient  to  make  a  total  se- 
paration in  Government  between  the  new  and  the  old  world. 
Do  you  think,  gentlemen,  that  a  thousandth  part  of  your 
readers  either  know,  care  for,  or  desire  to  know,  who  are  the 
writers  on  diis  popular  subject  ?    If  John  a  INokes  and  Tom 
a  Stiles  should  be  fixed  on  as  the  authors  in  this  city,  and 
should  hand  forth  to  the  publick  every  foible  and  unfavour- 
able incident  of  each  other's  life,  of  what  importance,  think 
you,  would  this  be  to  those  who  are  strangers  to  them  both? 
l{  Kouli  Khan's  gardener's  daughter  had  a  child   by  the 
Grand  Vizier's  brother,  what  has  that  to  do  with  tlie  Revo- 
lution in  Persia  1    It  is  the  matter,  and  not  the  man,  that  the 
publick  are  concerned  with.     If  Lord  North  himself  was  a 
prisoner  amongst  us,  and  should  issue  forth  from  his  confine- 
ment daily  lucubrations  on  the  subject  now  before  us,  I 
would  give  them  as  earnest  a  reading  as  if  they  flowed  from 
the  pen  of  a  Camden  or  a  Burke ;  and  yet  I  am  a  zealous 
advocate  against  Great  Britain  in  the  present  controver-* 
sy.     It  is  truth  alone  I  am  hunting  for,  and  this  I  belie\'e 
to  be  the  case  with  nine-tenths  of  the  people ;  therefore  I 
beg  you  will  behave  like  gentlemen  to  yourselves  and  to 
the  publick ;  canvass  the  matter  fairly,  fully,  and  fi-eely  ;  and 
do  not  suppose  yourselves  of  so  much  importance  as  to  think 
we  shall  be  pleased  with  your  calling  oft"  our  attention  from 
the  grand  question,  to  the  unimportant  discussions  of  the 
characters  or  schemes  of  either  party.     I,  with  a  great 
number  of  others,  should  be  glad  to  see  you  enter  deeply 
into  the  question  on  both  sides.    State  the  advantages  of  an 
Independence — the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  new  mode 
of  Government ;  how  it  will  affect  ir\dividuals ;  the  addi- 
tional happiness  and  freedom  it  will  produce — particularized 
in  a  number  of  plain,  clear  instances ;  for  though  I,  and 
some  others,  might  be  satisfied  with  the  general  assertion, 
"  that  the  State  will  be  much  benefited  by  the  change," 
yet  there  is  no  gaining  admission  into  some  bosoms  but  by 
full  and  positive  demonstation  ;  and  the  number  of  such  is 
very  great.   To  make  myself  better  understood,  I  mean  thus : 
If  ^,  being  a  shopkeeper  in  this  city,  having  a  tolerable  stand 
for  business,  though  at  a  distance  from  die  market,  was  to 
be  advised  by  B  to  remove  his  shop  to  the  outskirts  of  the 
town,  where  he  should  be  sure  to  make  his  fortune,  A  would 
naturally  require  of  B  some  proof  of  its  probability,  as  the 
proposal  might  seem  a  strange  one  ;  but  if  B,  being  in  the 
secret,  should  inform  him  that  the  Corporation  had  deter- 
mined to  remove  the  market  to  that  very  spot,  A  would  not 
hesitate  a  moment  about  the  matter.    So  with  respect  to  In- 
dependence :  some  people  will  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short 
of  such  clear  and  demonstrative  evidence.     You  must  tell 
them,  also,  of  the   particular  new  trades  which  will   be 
opened  to  us  ;  the  prices  our  goods  will  bear  at  home  to  the 
farmer,  and  what  they  will  bring  at  such  and  such  ports, 
and  how  much  diose  prices  exceed  what  we  have  been  used 
to  get  for  them  at  the  markets  we  were  allowed  to  trade  to. 
In  tills  you  must  name  the  articles,  the  prices,  and  the  places. 
You  must  then  tell  us  the  advantages  of  buying  linens, 
woollens,  cottons,  silks,  and  hardware  in  France,  Spain,  and  ' 
Portugal,  and  other  counties  in  Europe,  and  how  much 
cheaper  they  are  than  in  England  and  Ireland.    In  this,  too, 
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you  must  name  the  goods,  the  places,  and  prices;  and 
whether  these  places  will  take  in  exchange  our  luniher,  our 
naval  stores,  our  tobacco,  flaxseed,  kc,  &.C.,  and  what  prices 
tliey  will  give  ;  what  credit  it  is  customary  for  those  several 
places  to  allow  to  foreigners  on  what  we  commonly  call  dry 
gootls — for  our  country  people  generally  requiring  credit, 
the  merchant-importer  must  have  credit  too,  otherwise  trade 
will  be  confined  to  a  few  rich  houses,  who  will  exact 
what  prices  they  please  upon  the  farmer  jind  consumer. 
Next,  you  must  show  that  the  charge  of  supporting  Govern- 
ment will  be  less,  in  a  state  of  independence,  than  it  hath 
been  heretofore,  during  a  connection ;  you  must  name  the 
expenses  we  now  pay,  and  the  expenses  we  shall  then  pay  ; 
you  must  give  an  estimate  of  the  charge  of  supporting  such 
an  Army  and  Navy  in  time  of  peace,  as  may  always  preser\e 
the  peace.  There  are  many  who  will  not  be  satisfied  with 
your  telling  them  that  "  a  well-regulated  Militia  will  save 
all  the  expense  arising  on  the  score  of  an  Army  ;"  say  they, 
a  man's  time  and  labour,  when  he  musters,  will  always  be 
the  same  to  him  as  money  paid,  and  that,  therefore,  you 
must  fix  the  number  of  men  that  are  to  be  enrolled  every 
year,  and  tlie  number  of  limes  they  shall  appear ;  for  in- 
stance, if  in  Pennsylvania  twenty-five  thousand  should  mus- 
ter eight  times  in  the  year,  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence 
per  day,  it  would  amount  to  twenty-five  thousand  pounds, 
which  would  be  just  equal  to  the  present  one  shilling  and 
six  pence  tax  on  all  the  estates  in  the  Province  ;  if  they  are 
to  receive  no  pay,  it  will  nevertheless  be  a  loss  to  them 
equal  to  that  sum ;  if  they  are  to  be  paid,  the  amount  of 
this  tax  should  certainly  be  estimated,  because  it  must  be 
paid  by  the  community  at  large  in  every  Province,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  numbers  so  enrolled  as  a  Militia.  The  ex- 
pense of  building  a  sufficient  fleet  should  also  be  ascertain- 
ed, and  also  the  number  of  ships  and  men  necessary  to  be 
kept  in  constant  pay,  as  guarda  castas,  occasional  convoys 
or  despatch  vessels,  conveying  Ambassadors  to  the  different 
ports  in  Europe ;  and  you  must  also  estimate  the  annual 
expense  of  watching  and  keeping  those  vessels  in  repair 
which  are  laid  up.  Also,  the  expenses  of  maintaining  in 
,  every  Court  of  Europe  Ambassadors,  Consuls,  Messengers, 
Spies,  and  even  bribe-money,  for  intelligence  of  the  designs 
of  their  respective  Cabinets.  Also,  the  expenses  of  the  Fleet 
and  Army  in  time  of  war ;  for  we  may  reasonably  expect 
to  share  the  fate  of  other  nations,  and  of  being  sometimes 
unfortunately  engaged  in  war  with  some  troublesome  ambi- 
tious Prince  or  other.  Perhaps  they  may  undertake  to  stop 
our  trade  up  the  Straits,  in  the  Mediterranean,  or  up  the 
I^orth  Seas,  to  Holland,  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  and 
Russia :  we  must  then  either  give  it  up,  or  fight  for  it,  or  pay 
some  subsidy  to  a  foreign  power  for  protection  in  those  seas — 
the  expenses  in  any,  or  all  of  these  cases,  you  should  give 
to  us.  Also,  in  what  proportion  the  value  of  our  estates  in 
America  will  increase,  so  as  to  defray  the  necessary  charges 
of  Government,  taking  for  granted  that  a  one  shilling  and  six 
pence  tax  in  the  jxjund  on  all  taxable  estates  in  America 
does  now  yield  five  hundred  and  thirty-three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  thirty-tliree  dollars — being  rather  more  than 
half  a  million ;  which  is  calculated  thus :  Pennsylvania  is 
rated  by  the  Congress  to  pay  about  one-eighth  of  all  the 
expenses  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and  as  a  tax  of  one  shil- 
ling and  six  pence  in  the  pound  in  the  said  Province,  netts 
about  twenty-five  thousand  pounds,  we  may  suppose  a  one 
shilling  and  six  pence  tax  ujwn  the  United  Colonies  will 
yield  just  eight  times  as  much ;  which  is  two  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  our  currency,  or  five  hundred  and  thirty-three 
thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  per  annum. 
Lastly,  you  are  to  consider,  after  all  things  are  candidly  sta- 
ted, whether  the  sums  annually  raised  on  the  one  hand  to 
protect  ourselves,  and  the  absolute  gain  in  trade  (over  and 
above  what  we  used  to  make)  on  the  other  hand,  do  or  do 
not  render  it  most  for  our  interest  to  separate  from  Bri- 
tain. 

On  the  part  of  those  who  contend  for  a  reunion,  they 
must  show  what  are  the  advantages  that  result  from  such  a 
connection  ;  what  were  the  customary  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment in  America  before  the  present  rupture  ;  what  are  the 
exclusive  ])rivileges  we  derive  from  exporting  goods  to  Great 
Britain;  whether  there  are  acts  of  Parliament  in  favour  of 
the  Colonies,  to  the  prejudice  of  other  nations,  and  which 
we  reap  the  sole  advantage  of,  and  whether  tliese  are  equi- 


valent to  any  loss  we  may  sustain  by  having  our  trade  con- 
fined to  them ;  whether  our  trade  is  not  limited  to  our  great 
disadvantage.  You  are  to  particularize  the  ports  we  may 
trade  to  under  the  old  regulations,  and  the  different  articles 
of  America  w  hich  we  may  carry  directly  to  foreign  ports. 
You  must  also  show  that  the  principle  part  of  the  goods  we 
import  from  England  and  Ireland  could  not  be  supplied  us 
upon  as  good  terms  from  any  other  country ;  and  that  those 
nations  with  whom  we  might  incline  to  trade,  would  not 
grant  us  bounties  upon  naval  stores  and  sundry  other  arti- 
cles, in  the  same  manner  as  England  does  ;  the  amount  of 
which,  annually  paid  to  the  Colonies,  you  should  sum  up. 
You  must  also  show  cause,  if  you  can,  why  America  ought 
not  to  take  credit  to  herself  for  all  the  taxes  paid  by  the 
English  manufacturers  before  they  send  their  goods  to  the 
Colonies,  it  being  generally  granted  that  the  consumer  ulti- 
mately pays  all  charges.  You  must  also  show  whether 
taxes  on  goods  imported  into  America  from  Holland,  France, 
or  Spain,  where  imposts  are  very  heavy,  are  or  are  not 
added  to  the  cost  of  the  said  goods,  in  the  same  manner  as 
we  reckon  them  on  English  goods.  Also,  whether  the  long 
established  credit  our  American  merchants  have  obtained  in 
England,  in  the  interior  part  of  tlie  kingdom,  with  the  ori- 
ginal manufacturers,  cannot  be  as  well  accomplished  in  the 
new  countries  we  may  go  to ;  or  whether  we  must  take 
their  goods  from  merchants  at  the  several  out-ports,  with  all 
the  middle  men's  or  intervening  dealers'  profit  added  to  tliem. 
And  if  we  should  obtain  credit  at  such  places  for  twelve 
months,  as  in  England,  what  will  be  the  advance  which  a 
Frenchman,  a  Dutchman,  or  a  Spaniard,  will  choose  to  put 
on  his  goods,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  risk  which  he  will  sup- 
pose himself  to  run  by  trusting  strangers.  Whether  it  is 
not  a  generally  established  custom  with  all  trading  nations  to 
trust  foreigners,  with  whom  they  have  no  legal  or  political 
constitutional  connection,  as  freely  as  their  own  subjects  in 
distant  parts  of  the  world.  If  diis  is  not  generally  the  case, 
you  should  show  why  America  cannot  make  treaties  with 
such  powers  in  order  to  obtain  credit,  either  by  pledging  to 
them  the  estates  of  the  community  at  large,  to  make  good 
deficiencies  that  might  happen  by  individuals  failing  or  ne- 
glecting to  pay  such  foreign  debts,  or  by  such  other  means 
as  the  American  States  might  think  fit  to  offer.  You  should 
also  show  whether  the  low  price  of  goods  for  many  years 
past,  was  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  demand,  or  to  the 
great  quantity  brought  to  market,  or  to  the  reasonableness 
and  moderation  of  the  importing  merchants ;  and  whether 
if  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  should  refuse  to  give  credit 
to  every  young  merchant  going  out  for  a  cargo,  with  a  tole- 
rable recommendation,  as  the  traders  in  England  have  been 
accustomed  to  do — I  say,  if  this  should  be  the  case,  and  the 
importations  should  fall  wholly  into  the  hands  of  a  few  rich 
merchants,  why  might  not  some  mode  of  restriction  be 
entered  into  for  preventing  the  exorbitant  exactions  they 
might  be  guilty  of,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  consumers. 
You  must  also  convince  the  farmer,  if  he  bought  his  goods 
as  low  as  formerly,  occasioned  by  a  reunion  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, that  he  would  also  have  the  same  advantages  of  ship- 
ping off  his  produce,  whidi  he  has  been  used  to,  without 
any  restriction  being  laid  on  our  trade  that  might  lower  tlie 
price  when  he  brought  his  crops  to  market.  You  must  also 
point  out  what  advantage  it  would  be  to  England  to  have 
tobacco  once  more  exported  to  them ;  and  whether  this, 
among  other  considerations,  would  be  any  inducement  for 
them  to  offer  us  better  terms.  Some  might  possibly  think 
that,  nationally  speaking,  the  being  deprived  of  an  expen- 
sive luxury  would  be  rather  a  gain-  than  a  loss  ;  for  though 
the  tax  on  this  article  may  be  rated  at  four  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  per  annum,  yet  it  is  wholly  paid  by  themselves, 
as  well  as  the  nett  cost  of  the  tobacco.  The  publick  funds 
would,  indeed,  be  losers,  but  the  people  would  be  gainers  in 
a  sum  just  equal  to  the  nett  amount  paid  to  the  American 
planter ;  therefore  you  must  show  other  reasons  why  Eng- 
land would  give  up  any  points  for  the  sake  of  reconciliation. 
And  before  this  jroint  is  setded,  you  must  convince  us  that 
the  people  of  England  are  not  gainers  by  our  withholding 
trade  to  the  West-Indies  ;  for  as  the  large  quantities  of  rum 
and  sugar,  which  we  formerly  imported  from  the  Islands,  will 
now  be  sent  to  England,  the  price  to  the  consumer  there 
will  be  considerably  abated  ;  of  course  the  quanUty  used  by 
the  lower  class  of  people  will  be  increased ;  and  as  those 
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articles  pay  very  high  duties,  the  revenue  will  be  capitally 
enlarged.  And  it  may  be  supposed  to  have  this  further  effect : 
the  great  tracts  of  ground  hitherto  occupied  in  England 
for  raising  grain,  purely  to  distil  spirits,  will,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, be  deprived  of  their  object,  by  the  plenty  of  rum  car- 
ried in  from  the  West-Indies ;  and  as  a  total  stop  is  put  to 
the  exportation  of  tea,  it  may  probably  fall  so  low  in  Eng- 
land as  (together  with  the  low  price  of  sugar)  to  make  it  a 
very  general  diet,  morning  and  night,  for  the  lower  class  of 
people ;  thus  drinking  foreign  spirit,  and  making  part  of 
their  meal  of  foreign  produce,  the  land  which  was  before 
employed  in  those  services  may  be  spared  for  raising  provi- 
sions to  ship  to  the  West-Indies,  where  they  will  be  sure  to 
come  to  a  good  market  as  long  as  we  withhold  our  trade 
thither.  Therefore  you  must  show  some  substantial  reason 
for  your  opinion,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  England  to  wish 
our  trade  with  the  West-Indies  restored  to  its  old  state  ;  for 
if  England  can  now  buy  her  sugar  and  rum  cheaper,  and 
sell  her  grain  higher  than  formerly,  why  should  she  wish  to 
reunite  with  us  on  this  score  ?  A  full  reply  to  this  sugges- 
tion is  expected. 

You  must  also  prove  that  England,  on  a  reunion,  would 
grant  us  such  a  protection  as  would  secure  our  property  in 
any  part  of  the  world  ;  and  that,  on  our  complaining  to  their 
Court  of  seizures  or  detainer  of  our  vessels  by  the  Ruisiam, 
Normans,  Swedes,  Danes,  Hamburghers,  Dutch,  French, 
Portuguese,  Spaniards,  the  States  of  Medina,  Tuscany, 
Venice,  Rome,  Geneva,  Courland,  Grecian,  Turkish,  or 
Piratical  States,  Stc,  &tc.,  that  they  would  demand  instant 
satisfaction  and  restitution  for  us,  as  is  usual  with  their  own 
ships,  and  all  this  without  bringing  us  in  for  any  share  of 
the  expenses.  Business  of  this  kind  took  up  a  great  deal 
of  the  attention  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  their 
vessels  being  frequently  detained  and  insulted  ;  but,  hj  the 
spirited  conduct  of  the  Protector,  justice  was  always  ob- 
tained. It  is  therefore  your  part  to  show  that,  on  a  reunion, 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  would  take  as  ample  care  of  the 
Americans,  in  such  cases,  as  Cromwell  did  of  British  pro- 
perty. Or  if  a  reunion  should  not  take  place,  you  are  to 
point  out  sufficient  reasons  to  justify  you  in  the  supposition 
that  America  has  not  or  may  not  have  a  naval  power  com- 
petent to  the  task  of  doing  herself  justice.  You  must  also 
show,  in  case  of  a  reunion,  that  England  would  not  call  on 
us  for  a  share  of  the  expenses  attending  a  compact  with 
Russia  or  other  European  Princes,  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
balance  of  the  Protestant  power  against  the  Roman  Catho- 
lick  States,  thereby  preventing  Popery  from  overrunning  the 
world.  And  you  must,  lastly,  show  that,  by  a  reconciliation 
on  constitutional  principles,  we  shall  return  to  the  free, 
money-getting  trade  we  formerly  enjoyed  ;  and  that  we  shall 
have  it  enlarged  to  us  upon  a  grand  national  scale,  without 
any  regard  to  the  private  emolument  of  this  or  that  party, 
but  upon  principles  of  the  general  interest  of  the  whole 
Empire,  without  our  paying  any  taxes  for  the  support  of 
Government,  more  than  what  we  have  been  used  to — the 
debt  arising  from  the  present  dispute  only  excepted.  That 
the  administration  of  justice,  and  security  of  property,  will 
be  as  upright  and  safe  as  heretofore  ;  and  that  the  present 
happiness  and  future  liberty  of  ^mertca  would  be  as  well 
maintained  in  a  reunion  as  by  a  separation. 

These  are  heads  which  1  would  wish  to  see  separately 
and  largely  discussed.  And  I  entreat  you,  gentlemen,  to 
pursue  the  subject  with  calmness  and  temper.  Stick  to  the 
matter  and  neglect  the  man.  It  imports  not  who  is  the 
writer,  but  all  are  eventually  concerned  in  the  cause.  I  shall 
read  your  controversy  with  great  attention,  and  so  will  thou- 
sands beside  me  ;  and  if,  upon  an  impartial  hearing,  it  shall 
appear  to  be  for  the  real  interest  o{  America  to  cut  the  Gor- 
dian-knot,  and  establish  Independence,  I  declare,  with  the 
utmost  sincerity  and  solemnity,  that  I  will  give  it  my  hearty 
concurrence. 

Should  curiosity,  agreeable  to  the  fashion  of  the  times, 
tempt  some  readers  to  desire  a  knowledge  of  the  writer  of 
this  essay,  they  may  be  informed  that  his  fortune,  his  con- 
nexions, and  everything  he  holds  dear,  give  liinT  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  happiness  o{ America;  that  hLs  abilities  to  serve 
his  country  rise  no  higher  than  to  occupy  the  station  of  an 
honest  man  and  quiet  citizen ;  and,  most  happily  for  him, 
he  has  n<;ver  been  prompted  by  ambition  to  (|uit  his  post, 
being  simply  and  truly  A  Common  Man. 


AZOR   BETTS    TO    NEW-TORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY, 

Esopud  Jail,  March  21,  I77R. 

Gentlemen:  I  flatter  myself  my  present  melancholy 
situation  will  be  a  sufficient  pardon  for  this  intrusion ;  but 
where  can  the  wretched  flee  for  shelter,  but  to  those  where 
the  power  of  extricating  them  is  lodged  ?  By  the  last  post, 
gentlemen,  I  troubled  you  with  a  petition,  the  purport  of 
whicli  I  am  willing  most  solemnly  to  swear  to ;  and  as  the 
inevitable  ruin  of  myself  and  family  must  be  the  certain 
issue  of  my  confinement,  therefore  trust  to  your  clemency 
for  my  enlargement,  which,  if  I  am  so  happy  as  to  obtain, 
shall  ever,  with  gratitude,  be  remembered  by,  gentlemen, 
your  very  obedient,  humble  servant,  .  „ 

AzoR  Betts. 


COLONEL  NICOLL   TO   JOHN   McKESSON. 

Fort  Constitution,  March  31,  177G. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  to  Con- 
gress by  Captain  Raymond,  but  am  doubtful  it  never  was 
delivered,  as  I  have  not  had  any  account  of  the  receipt  of 
it.  The  Garrison  is  still  destitute  of  the  greatest  part  of  the 
articles  therein  mentioned.  I  desire  you  would  let  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  see  the  enclosed  copy,  if  the  original  was 
not  delivered,  and  let  me  know,  as  soon  as  possible,  how  I 
am  to  be  provided  with  necessaries,  both  for  this  and  the 
Garrison  at  Pooplopen's  Kill. 

I  sent  an  account  by  Captain  Moffat,  a  few  days  ago,  of 
sundries  the  Island  is  charged  with  for  the  use  of  the  Garri- 
son ;  and  as  the  money  is  wanting,  should  be  glad  to  know 
how  I  am  to  come  at  it.  Be  good  enough  to  introduce  the 
matter  in  Committee  of  Safety,  and  let  me  know  their  con- 
clusion.    Your  compliance  will  oblige,  sir,  your  humble 

servant,  .  -,. 

Isaac  JAicoll. 
To  John  McKesson,  Esquire. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Phelps  has  been  here  since  the  enclosed  let- 
ter was  written,  but  has  made  no  provision  at  all  only  some 
fresh  meat  and  potatoes. 


GOVERNOUR    COOKE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  March  31,  1776—5  o'clock,  P.  M.     . 

Sir  :  I  am  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  this 
moment  an  express  from  Newport,  informing  me  that  a 
ship-of-war  hath  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Newport,  and 
that  twenty-seven  ships,  undoubtedly  having  the  Ministerial 
Troops  on  board,  are  within  Second-Point.  Upon  this  most 
alarming  occasion,  when  we  have  not  more  than  four  hun- 
dred soldiers  upon  Rhode-Island,  and  not  above  seven  or 
eight  hundred  more  in  the  whole  Colony,  besides  the  Militia, 
not  more  than  half  armed,  I  must  use  the  most  pressing  in- 
stances with  your  Excellency  to  forward  sufficient  succors 
to  the  Colony  with  all  possible  despatch.  I  am  about  issu- 
ing the  necessary  orders  for  calling  the  whole  Militia  to- 
gether, and  taking  other  proper  measures. 
*  I  am,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
To  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    JOHN    A.    WASHINGTON. 

Cambridge,  March  31,  1776. 

Dear  Brother:  Your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo  was 
duly  forwarded  to  this  camp  by  Colonel  Lee,  and  gave  me 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  that  you,  my  sister,  and  family,  were 
well.  After  your  post  is  established  to  Fredericksl/urgh,  the 
intercourse,  by  letter,  may  become  regular  and  certain  ;  and 
whenever  time  (little  of  which,  God  knows,  I  have  for 
friendly  correspondences)  will  permit,  I  shall  be  happy  in 
writing  to  you.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  the  date  of  my  last 
to  you,  but  this  I  recollect,  that  I  have  written  more  letters 
to,  than  I  have  received  from  you. 

The  want  of  arms,  powder,  &;c.,  is  not  peculiar  to  Vir- 
ginia. This  country  (of  which,  doubtless,  you  have  heard 
such  large  and  flattering  accounts)  is  more  deficient  of  each 
than  you  can  conceive.  I  have  been  here  months  together 
with  (what  will  scarce  be  believed)  not  thirty  rounds  of 
musket  cartridges  a  man — have  been  obliged  to  submit  to 
all  tlie  insults  of  the  enemy's  cannon  for  want  of  [lowder, 
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keeping  what  little  we  had  for  pistol  distance.  Another 
thins:;  has  been  done,  which,  added  to  tiie  above,  will  put  it 
in  the  power  of  this  Army  to  say  what,  perhaps,  noneother, 
with  justice,  ever  could  :  We  have  maintained  our  ground 
against  the  enemy  under  the  above  want  of  powder,  and  we 
have  disbanded  one  Army  and  reciuited  another  witliin  mus- 
ket-shot of  tw  o-and-twent}'  regiments,  the  flower  of  the  Bri- 
tish Army,  when  our  strength  had  been  little,  if  any,  supe- 
rior to  theirs ;  and  at  last  have  beat  them,  in  a  shameful  and 
precipitate  manner,  out  of  a  place  the  strongest  by  nature 
on  this  Continent — strengthened  and  fortified  in  the  best 
manner,  and  at  an  enormous  expense. 

As  some  account  of  the  late  manoeuvre  of  botli  aniiies 
may  not  be  unacceptable,  I  shall,  hurried  as  I  always  am, 
devote  a  litde  time  to  it. 

Having  received  a  small  supply  of  powder,  then,  very  in- 
adequate to  our  wants,  I  resolved  to  take  possession  o{ Dor- 
chester-Point, lying  east  of  Boston,  looking  directly  into  it, 
and  commanding,  absolutely,  the  enemy's  lines  on  the  Neck 
(Boston.)  To  effect  this,  which  1  knew  would  force  the 
enemy  to  an  engagement,  or  subject  them  to  be  enfiladed 
by  our  cannon,  it  was  necessary,  in  the  first  instance,  to  pos- 
sess two  Heights,  (those  mentioned  in  Generaf  Burgoyne's 
letter  to  Lord  Statuey,  in  his  account  of  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker's Hill,)  which  had  tiie  entire  command  of  it.  The 
ground  at  this  time  being  frozen  upwards  of  two  feet  deep, 
and  as  impenetrable  as  a  rock,  nothing  could  be  attempted 
with  earth.  We  were  obliged,  therefore,  to  provide  an  ama- 
zing quantity  of  chandeliers  and  fascines  for  the  work  ;  and 
on  the  night  of  the  4th,  after  a  previous  severe  cannonade 
and  bombardment  for  three  nights  together,  to  divert  the  ene- 
my's attention  from  our  real  design,  removed  every  material 
to  the  spot,  under  cover  of  darkness,  and  took  full  posses- 
sion of  those  Heights,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

Upon  their  discovering  of  the  works  next  morning,  great 
preparations  were  made  for  attacking  them  ;  but,  not  being 
ready  before  the  afternoon,  and  the  weather  getting  very 
tempestuous,  much  blood  was  saved,  and  a  very  important 
blow  (to  one  side  or  the  other)  prevented.  That  this 
remarkable  interposition  of  Providence  is  for  some  wise  pur- 
pose, 1  have  no  doubt ;  but  as  the  principal  design  of  the 
manoeuvre  was  to  draw  the  enemy  to  an  engagement  under 
disadvantages — as  a  premeditated  plan  was  laid  for  this 
purpose,  and  seemed  to  be  proceeding  to  my  utmost  wish  ; 
and  as  no  men  seemed  better  disposed  to  make  tlie  appeal 
than  ours  did  upon  that  occasion,  I  can  scarce  forbear  lament- 
ing the  disappointment,  unless  the  dispute  is  drawing  to  an 
accommodation,  and  the  sword  going  to  be  sheathed. 

But  to  return ;  the  enemy,  thinking  (as  we  have  since 
learned)  that  we  had  got  too  securely  posted  before  the 
second  morning  to  be  much  hurt  by  them,  and  apprehend- 
ing great  annoyance  from  our  new  works,  resolved  upon  a 
retreat,  and  accordingly  embarked  in  as  much  hurry,  precipi- 
tation, and  confusion,  as  ever  troops  did,  the  17th,  not  taking 
time  to  fit  their  transports,  but  leaving  King's  property  in 
Boston  to  the  amount  (as  is  supposed)  of  thirty  or  forty 
thousand  pounds,  in  provisions,  stores,  &tc.  Many  pieces  f  f 
cannon,  some  mortars,  and  a  number  of  shot,  shells,  &.C., 
are  also  left ;  and  baggage-wagons,  artillery-carts,  &,c.,  which 
they  have  been  eighteen  months  preparing  to  take  the  field 
with,  were  found  destroyed,  thrown  into  the  docks,  and 
drifted  upon  every  shore.  In  short,  Dunbar's  destruction 
of  stores  after  General  Braddock's  defeat,  which  made  so 
much  noise,  affords  but  a  faint  idea  of  what  was  to  be  met 
with  here. 

The  enemy  lay  from  the  17th  to  the  27th  in  Nantasket 
:md  King's  Roads,  about  nine  miles  from  Boston,  to  take  in 
water  from  the  Islands  thereabout,  surrounded  by  their  ship- 
ping, and  to  fit  themselves  for  sea.  Whither  they  are  now 
bound,  and  where  their  tents  will  be  next  pitched,  I  know 
not ;  but  as  JVew-  York  and  the  Hudson  River  are  the  most 
important  objects  they  can  have  in  view,  as  the  latter  secures 
the  communication  with  Canada,  at  the  same  time  it  sepa- 
rates the  Northern  and  Southern  Colonies,  and  the  former 
is  thought  to  abound  in  disaffected  persons,  who  only  wait 
a  favourable  opportunity  and  supjiort,  to  declare  themselves 
openly,  it  became  equally  important  for  us  to  prevent  their 
gaining  possession  of  these  advantages ;  and,  therefore,  so 
soon  as  they  embarked,  I  detached  a  brigade  of  six  regi- 
ments to  that  Government ;  so  soon  as  they  sailed,  another 


brigade  composed  of  the  same  number ;  and  to-morrow  an- 
other of  five  w  ill  march.  In  a  day  or  two  more  I  shall  fol- 
low myself,  and  be  in  New-York  ready  to  receive  all  but 
the  first. 

The  enemy  left  all  their  works  standing  in  Boston  and 
on  Bunkers  Hill — and  fonnidable  they  are.  Tlie  town  has 
shared  a  much  better  fate  than  was  expected,  the  damage 
done  to  the  houses  b(;ing  nothing  equal  to  report ;  but  the 
inhabitants  have  suffered  a  good  deal  by  being  plundered 
by  the  soldiery  at  their  departure.  All  those  who  took  upon 
themselves  the  style  and  title  of  Government-men  in  Boston, 
in  short,  all  those  who  have  acted  an  unfriendly  part  in  this 
great  contest,  have  shipped  themselves  off  in  the  same  hurry ; 
but  under  still  greater  disadvantages  than  the  King's  Troops 
have  done,  being  obliged  to  man  their  own  vessels,  (for 
seamen  could  not  be  had  for  the  transports  for  the  King's 
use,)  and  submit  to  every  hardship  that  can  be  conceived. 
One  or  two  have  done  w  hat  a  great  many  ought  to  have 
done  long  ago — committed  suicide. 

By  all  accounts,  there  never  existed  a  more  miserable  set 
of  beings  than  these  wretched  creatures  now  are.  Taught 
to  believe  that  the  power  of  Great  Britain  was  superior  to 
all  opposition,  and  that  foreign  aid,  if  not,  was  at  hand, 
they  were  even  higher,  and  more  insulting  in  their  opposi- 
tion, than  the  Regulars.  When  the  order  issued,  there- 
fore, for  embarking  the  troops  in  Boston,  no  electrick 
shock — no  sudden  clap  of  thunder — in  a  word,  the  last  trum- 
pet, could  not  have  struck  them  with  greater  consternation. 
They  were  at  their  wits'  end  ;  and,  conscious  of  their  black 
ingratitude,  chose  to  commit  themselves,  in  the  manner  I 
have  above  described,  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves  at  a  tem- 
pestuous season,  rather  than  meet  their  offended  countrymen. 
But  with  this  declaration  the  choice  was  made,  that  if  they 
thought  the  most  abject  submission  would  procure  them 
peace,  they  never  would  have  stirred. 

I  believe  I  may,  with  great  truth,  affirm,  that  no  man, 
perhaps,  since  the  first  institution  of  armies,  ever  command- 
ed one  under  more  difficult  circumstances  than  I  have  done ; 
to  enumerate  the  particulars  would  fill  a  volume.  Many  of 
my  difficulties  and  distresses  were  of  so  peculiar  a  cast,  that, 
in  order  to  conceal  them  from  the  enemy,  I  was  obliged  to 
conceal  them  fix)m  my  friends — indeed,  from  my  own  Army ; 
thereby  subjecting  my  conduct  to  interpretations  unfavour- 
able to  my  character,  especially  by  those  at  a  distance,  who 
could  not,  in  the  smallest  degree,  be  acquainted  with  the 
springs  that  governed  it.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  find,  and 
to  hear  from  different  quarters,  that  my  reputation  stands 
fair ;  that  my  conduct  hitherto  has  given  universal  satisfac- 
tion. The  addresses  which  I  have  received,  and  which,  I 
suppose,  will  he  published,  from  the  General  Court  of  this 
Colony,  (the  same  as  our  General  Assembly,)  and  from  the 
Selectmen  of  Boston,  upon  the  evacuation  of  the  tow  n,  and 
my  approaching  departure  from  the  Colony,  exhibit  a  pleas- 
ing testimony  of  their  approbation  of  my  conduct,  and  of 
their  personal  regard,  which  I  have  found  in  various  other 
instances,  and  which,  in  retirement,  will  afford  me  many 
comfortable  reflections. 

The  share  you  have  taken  in  the  publick  disputes  is  com- 
mendable and  praiseworthy ;  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  our  coun- 
try'— a  claim  posterity  has  upon  us.  It  is  not  sufficient  for 
a  man  to  be  a  passive  friend  and  well-wisher  to  the  cause. 
This,  and  every  other  cause  of  such  a  nature,  must  inevi- 
tably perish  under  such  an  opposition.  Every  person  should 
be  active  in  some  department  or  other,  without  paying  too 
much  attention  to  private  interest.  It  is  a  great  stake  we 
are  playing  for,  and  sure  we  are  of  winning,  if  the  cards  are 
well  managed.  Inactivity  in  some,  disaffection  in  others, 
and  timidity  in  many,  may  hurt  the  cause — nothing  else 
can ;  for  unanimity  will  carry  us  through  triumphandy,  in 
spite  of  every  exertion  of  Great  Britain,  if  linked  together 
in  one  indissoluble  band.  This  they  now  know,  and  are 
practising  every  stratagem  w  hich  human  invention  can  de- 
vise to  divide  us,  and  unite  their  own  people.  Upon  tliis 
principle  it  is,  the  Restraining  Bill  is  passed,  and  Commis- 
sioners are  coming  over.  The  device,  to  be  sure,  is  shal- 
low— the  covering  thih.  But  they  will  hold  out  to  their 
own  people  that  the  acts  complained  of  are  repealed  ;  and 
Commissioners  sent  to  each  Colony  to  treat  with  us,  neither 
of  which  will  be  attended  to,  he.  This,  upon  weak  minds 
among  us,  will  have  its  effect ;  they  wish  for  reconciliation. 
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or,  in  other  words,  they  wish  for  peace,  without  attending  to 
the  conditions. 

General  Lee,  I  expect,  is  with  you  before  this.  He  is 
the  first  officer  in  military  knowledge  and  experience  we 
have  in  the  whole  Amiy.  He  is  zealously  attached  to  the 
cause,  honest  and  well  meaning,  but  rather  fickle  and  vio- 
lent, I  fear,  in  his  temper.  However,  as  he  possesses  an 
untommon  share  of  good  sense  and  spirit,  I  congratulate  my 
countrymen  upon  his  appointment  to  that  department.  The 
appointment  oi  Lewis,  I  think,  was  also  judicious  ;  for,  not- 
withstanding the  odium  thrown  upon  his  conduct  at  Kan- 
hawa,  I  always  looked  upon  him  as  a  man  of  spirit,  and  a 
good  officer ;  his  experience  is  equal  to  any  one  we  have. 
Colonel  Mercer  would  have  supplied  the  place  well ;  but  1 


question  (as  a  Scotchman)  whether  it  would  have  gone 
glibly  down.  Bullitt  is  no  favourite  of  mine ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  shall  say  nothing  more  of  him,  than  that  his  own 
opinion  of  himself  always  kept  ])ace  with  what  others  pleased 
to  think  of  him — if  anything,  rather  ran  ahead  of  it. 

As  I  am  now  nearly  at  the  end  of  my  eighth  page,  I  think 
it  time  to  conclude ;  especially  as  I  set  out  with  prefa- 
cing the  little  time  I  had  for  friendly  correspondences.  I 
shall  only  add,  therefore,  my  affectionate  regards  to  my 
sister  and  the  children,  and  compliments  to  any  inquiring 
friends  ;  and  that  I  am,  with  every  sentiment  of  true  affec- 
tion, your  loving  brother  and  faithful  friend, 

George  Washington. 
To  John  A.  Washington. 


SOUTH-CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 

At  the  Second  Session  of  the  Second  Provincial  Congress 
of  South- Carolina,  begun  and  holden  at  Charlestoum,  on 
Thursday,  the  1st  of  February ^  1776: 

The  Honourable  Captain  fPllliam  Henry  Drayton,  as 
President,  having  taken  the  Chair,  and  the  bad  weather 
having  prevented  the  attendance  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
Membei-s  to  proceed  upon  business : 

Mr.  President  adjourned  the  Congress  to  ten  o'clock,  to- 
morrow morning. 

In  Congress,  Friday,  February  2,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Resolution  of  a  Committee  for  a  District  between 
Broad  and  Enoree  Rivers,  appointing  John  Thomas,  Jun., 
Esq.,  to  be  an  additional  Representative  for  that  District, 
being  presented,  as  a  Return,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That,  upon  examining  the  said  Resolution,  it 
appears  that  the  said  John  Thomas,  Jun.,  has  not  been  so 
elected  as  to  entitle  him  to  a  seat  in  the  present  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  the  lower  District  in 
the  fork  between  Broad  and  Saludy  Rivers,  not  having  yet 
returned  any  Members  to  represent  the  same  in  the  present 
Congress,  do  cause  three  Members  to  be  elected,  in  the 
usual  form  and  manner,  and  after  due  notice  given,  as  en- 
joined by  a  Resolution  of  this  Congress  of  the  '29th  of  No- 
vember last. 

The  Honourable  Henry  Middleton  and  John  Rutledge, 
Esquires,  two  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  being  lately  returned  from  Philadelphia, 
and  being  in  their  places  as  Members  of  this  Congress,  pre- 
sented a  manuscript  copy  of  the  Journals  of  the  present 
Session  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Journals  of  the  present  Session  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  presented  by  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Middleton  and  Mr.  Rutledge,  be  read  in  this  Congress. 

And  the  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress  were  read 
accordingly,  from  the  10th  day  of  May,  1775,  to  the  29th 
day  of  June  following,  inclusive. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  sit,  to  do  business,  from 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  three  in  the  afternoon,  every 
day. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  February  3,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Mr.  Harrington  having  delivered  in  a  special  Return,  of 
this  date,  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  which 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  Charlestown,  February  2,  1776. 

"Sir:  CUiudiw  Pegues,  Esq.,  one  of  the  six  Deputies 
duly  elected  to  represent  the  Parish  of  St.  David  in  Con- 
gress, signified  by  letter,  addressed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
said  parish,  that  he  declined  serving  the  said  parish  in  Con- 
gress. He  delivered  the  letter  to  me,  to  lay  before  the 
Committee,  who  were  not  to  meet  till  the  19th  of  last 
month  ;  and  as  the  Congress  were  to  sit  on  the  1st  instant, 
I,  as  Churchwarden,  and  not  recollecting  the  resolve  of  the 
last  Congress  relative  to  elections,  advertised  the  23d  of 
January  as  a  day  of  election  for  a  Deputy  to  Congress,  in- 


stead of  Mr.  Pegues,  when  it  appeared  that  William  Htnry 
Mills  had  a  majority  of  votes,  of  which  I  acquainted  him 
by  letter. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  Henry  William   Harrington." 

Resolved,  That  a  Member  of  Congress  cannot  resign  his 
seat  during  the  continuance  of  the  Congress  in  which  he 
took  his  seat  as  a  Member ;  and,  therefore,  as  Claudius 
Pegues,  Esq.,  could  not  decline  his  seat  in  the  present  Con- 
gress, the  election  of  William  ■  Henry  Mills,  Esq.,  as  a 
Member  of  Congress,  in  the  room  of  Claudius  Pegues,  Esq., 
was  null  and  void. 

Ordered,  That,  for  the  more  expeditious  publication  of 
the  proceedings  of  Congress,  Colonel  Laurens,  Mr.  Bee, 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Heyward,  Jun.,  be  a  Committee  to  ex- 
tract from  the  Journals,  and  send  to  the  press  from  day  to 
day,  such  parts  thereof  as  are  proper  to  be  made  publick, 
and  to  cause  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Members. 

Colonel  Laurens,  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  re- 
ported that  a  packet  of  very  interesting  intelligence  had  this 
morning  been  received  by  that  Board,  by  express  from  Phi- 
ladelphia, which  they  were  ready  to  lay  before  the  Con- 
gress, if  it  should  be  their  pleasure. 

Ordered,  That  the  contents  of  the  said  packet  be  imme- 
diately laid  before  the  Congress,  and  read. 

The  following  were  accordingly  read,  viz : 

Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  dated  Philadelphia,  January  2,  1776, 
enclosing  the  following  copies  of  intercepted  Letters,  certi- 
fied by  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary  to  the  said  Congress : 

From  Lord  William  Campbell,  Govemour  of  this  Colony, 
to  General  Gage,  in  Boston,  dated  Rebellion-Road,  Sep- 
tember 20,  1775 : 

From  John  Moultrie,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Govemour  of 
East-Florida,  to  Colonel  James  Grant,  in  Boston,  dated 
St.  Augustine,  October  4,  1775 : 

From  Frederick  George  Mulcaster,  Esq.,  Engineer  at 
St.  Augiistine,  to  Colonel  Grant,  containing  a  draft  of  this 
Harbour,  and  plan  of  this  Town,  with  references  and  re- 
marks, dated  St.  Augustine,  October  3,  1775 : 

Two  from  John  Stuart,  Esq.,  the  King's  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Southern  District  of  North- America, 
both  addressed  to  General  Gage,  and  dated  St.  Augustine^ 
October  3,  1775 — one  of  them  enclosing  copy  of  a  talk  from 
the  Cherokee  Indians  to  Alexander  Cameron,  Esq.,  one  of 
Mr.  Stuart's  Deputies,  delivered  at  Chote,  August  8, 1775: 

From  Major  Jonathan  Furlong  to  General  Gage,  dated 
St.  Augustine,  October  5,  1775: 

Extract  from  Patrick  Tonyn,  Esq.,  Govemour  of  East- 
Florida,  to  General  Gage,  dated  St.  Augustine,  September 
14,1775: 

Extract  from  Frederick  George  Mulcaster,  Esq.,  to  Co- 
lonel Grant,  dated  St.  Augustine,  September  29,  1775. 

The  originals  having  been  taken  by  Captain  Manly,  of 
the  Continental  Armed  Schooner  Lee,  within  a  few  hours' 
sail  of  Boston,  in  a  sloop  that  was,  at  the  same  time,  con- 
veying Moses  Kirkland  to  General  Gage,  efter  having  first 
carried  him  to  Lord  Dunmore,  in  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  that  the 
Lady  and  Daughter  of  John  Stuart,  Esq.,  be  restrained  from 
absenting  themselves  from  his  house  in  Charlestoim. 
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Ordered,  That  proper  Guards  be  immediately  placed, 
and  continued,  about  the  house  of  the  said  John  Sttiari,  to 
prevent  such  absenting ;  and  that  Colonel  MotUtrie  do  place 
Cruartls  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  M^lUam  Cattell  and  Captain 
benjamin  Hiiger,  two  Members  of  this  Congress,  do  wait 
on  Mrs.  Stuart  previous  to  the  placing  Guards  as  aforesaid, 
and  acquaint  her  of  the  Order. 

Resolved,  That  no  property  whatever  of  the  Honourable 
John  Stuart,  the  King's  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs 
for  the  Southern  District  of  North-America,  or  of  his  bix)- 
ther,  Henry  Stuart,  lying  or  being  in  any  Parish  or  District 
within  this  Colony,  be  removed  from  thence  upon  any 
pretence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committees  in  such  Parishes  or  Dis- 
tricts, res{)ectively,  where  such  property  may  be,  do  take  the 
most  eftectual  measures  to  prevent  any  removal  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Powell  and  Colonel  Richardson 
be  desired  to  make  inquiry  what  men  from  their  respective 
Regiments  of  Militia,  and  from  such  other  country  Militia 
as  are  now  in  town,  are  willing  to  engage  to  remain  here  on 
pay  for  a  given  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  now  proceed  in  reading 
the  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

And  the  said  Journals  were  read  accordingly  to  the  19th 
of  July,  1775,  inclusive. 

Adjourned  to  Monday,  nine  o'clock. 

In  Congress,  Monday,  February  5, 1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read. 

Captain  Benjamin  Huger  reported  that  he,  with  Captain 
Cattell,  had,  on  Saturday,  agreeable  to  order,  waited  on 
Mi's.  Stuart  and  her  daughter,  (Mrs.  Fenivicke,)  and  ac- 
quainted them  widi  the  order  of  Congress  respecting  their 
persons ;  that  Mr.  Fenwiclce  requested  it  might  be  repre- 
sented to  the  Congress  that,  as  his  wife  was  in  an  ill  state 
of  health,  and  required  air  and  exercise,  he  might  have  per- 
mission to  remove  her  into  the  country ;  and  that  he  would 
be  answerable  for  her  appearance  at  any  time,  agreeable  to 
the  order  of  Congress  or  Council  of  Safety ;  and  that  Mrs. 
Stuart  also  requested  of  the  Congress  permission  to  accom- 
pany her  daughter  to  John\  Island. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Fenwiclce  have  leave  to  take  his  wife 
into  the  country ;  he  being  answerable  that  she  shall  not  de- 
part the  Colony,  and  for  her  appearance  at  any  time,  agree- 
able to  the  order  of  Congress  or  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  no  person  whatever  be  suffered  to  visit 
Mrs.  Stuart  without  leave  from  Colonel  Moultrie,  or  the 
commanding  officer  for  the  time  being,  signified  by  an  intro- 
duction by  an  officer  appointed  by  him  for  that  purpose ; 
and  that,  if  Mrs.  Stuart  shall,  at  any  time,  have  occasion 
to  go  abroad,  with  the  permission  of  Colonel  Moultrie,  or 
the  commanding  officer  for  the  time  being,  she  shall  do  so, 
attended  by  an  officer  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  proceed  in  reading  the 
Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

And  the  said  Journals  were  read  accordingly,  to  the  18th 
day  of  October  last,  inclusive. 

Colonel  Powell  and  Colonel  Richardson  reported  that, 
having  made  some  inquiry,  they  were  of  opinion  that  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  from  each  of  their  Regiments  may 
be  induced  to  remain  in  Charlestown  for  the  term  of  one 
month  ensuing,  provided  proper  care  be  taken  of  their 
horses. 

Ordered,  That  a  Return  be  made,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
of  all  the  country  Militia  now  in  Charlestown. 

The  following  Letter  was  written  to  the  Committees  of 
the  Parishes  of  »S'^  Bartholomew  and  St.  Helena,  and  of 
Charlestown,  respectively : 

Charlestown,  February  5,  1770. 

[By  authority  of  Congress.] 

To  the  Committee  for  the  Parish  of : 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a 
resolution  of  Congress,  respecting  the  estates  and  property 
df  John  Stuart  and  Henry  Stuart;  which,  without  doubt, 
you  will  cause  to  be  duly  observed.  And  that  you  may  be 
,at  no  loss  in  what  manner  to  proceed,  I  do  also  signify  to 


you  that  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Congress  that,  if  you  shall  be 
of  opinion  you  cannot  prevent  the  removal  of  any  part  of 
the  property  to  be  restrained  but  by  taking  such  jiart  into 
your  custody,  you  ought,  on  the  part  of  the  publick,  to  take 
such  part  into  your  custody,  and  to  acquaint  the  Congress  or 
Council  of  Safety  thereof. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 

'  William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday,  February  6,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  do  forthwith  cause 
the  Marsh  and  Hog-Island  Creek  Channels,  in  Charlestown 
Harbour,  to  be  so  effectually  stopped  as  to  prevent  the  pas- 
sage of  Ships-of-War  through  either ;  and  that  they  do  also 
cause  such  land-marks  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  be  so 
removed  or  disguised  as  to  render  the  passage  over  the  bar 
as  difficult  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  three  thousand  Bills,  each  of  the  deno- 
mination of  fifty  Pounds,  be  stamped  and  signed,  in  lieu  of 
thirty  thousand  Bills,  each  of  the  denomination  of  five 
Pounds,  heretofore  resolved  to  have  been  stamped  and 
signed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  formerly  appointed  do 
cause  the  said  three  thousand  Bills,  each  of  the  denomina- 
tion of  fifty  Pounds,  to  be  stamped,  signed,  and  lodged  in 
the  Colony  Treasury,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

The  Letter  from  Major  IVilliamson,  of  the  29th  past,  read 
in  Congress  on  the  3d  instant,  the  consideration  whereof 
had  been  postponed,  was  now  again  read. 

And  the  following  Resolution  and  Orders  were  passed  in 
consequence  thereof: 

Resolved,  That  Patrick  Cunningham,  Hugh  Broicn,  and 
Thomas  Edghill,  now  in  custody  of  Major  Williamson,  be 
forthwith  sent  to  Charlestown,  to  be  committed  to  the  com- 
mon jail ;  that  John  York,  Major  Joseph  Robinson,  Captain 
Hendricks,  Henry  O'Neal,  and  Euan  MLaurin,  be  also 
sent  to  Charlestown  as  soon  as  they  can  be  taken  and  se- 
cured ;  and  that  Andrew  Cunningham,  John  Evans,  and 
William  Evans,  also  in  the  custody  of  Major  Williamson, 
may  be  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Thomas  do  take  proper  mea- 
sures for  apprehending  and  securing  John  York  above-men- 
tioned. 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  Major  Willianison, 
transmitting  to  him  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  respecting 
the  Prisoners  at  Fort- Charlotte;  and  ordering  that  he  do 
suspend  the  disarming  the  Insurgents  until  the  Congress  shall 
make  further  order  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Arthur  Middleton,  Major  Pinckney, 
Colonel  Richardson,  Major  Mayson,  Mr.  Salvador,  Mr. 
Rapky,  Colonel  Gervais,  Colonel  Thomas,  and  Mr.  Woods, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  a  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony  lately  in 
commotion  ;  to  consider  what  measures  are  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued to  preserve  the  peace,  and  secure  the  safety,  and  to 
prevent  future  commotions  therein  ;  and  also  to  consider  of 
the  cases  of  the  State  Prisoners,  and  to  report  what  measures 
might  be  pursued  with  respect  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Powell  and  Colonel  Richardson 
do  retain  such  of  the  men  of  their  respective  Regiments  now 
in  town,  and  who  may  hereafter  arrive,  as  are  or  shall  be 
willing  to  remain  on  duty  here  for  one  month,  respectively ; 
that  they  do  discharge  the  remainder  of  their  Detachments  ; 
and  that  the  horees  of  such  as  shall  so  stay  be  sent  home, 
and  brought  back,  at  the  charge  of  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand 
Pounds,  currency,  be  forthwith  placed  in  the  hands  of  Colo- 
nel Richard  Richardson,  to  be  by  him  applied  to  discharge 
the  pay  due  to  such  of  the  men  under  his  command  who 
were  with  him  on  the  late  expedition,  as  stand  most  imme- 
diately in  need  thereof. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  absent  Members  be  summoned  to 
attend  their  duty  in  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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In  Congress,  Wednesday,  February  7,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Captain  Hubert  Patton,  who  had  in  August  last  been 
elected  a  M(;niber  of  Congress  for  the  District  eastward  of 
Wateree  River,  and  in  whose  absence  Mr.  George  Douglas 
was  chosen  to  serve  during  the  last  Session  as  a  provisional 
Representative,  as  stated  in  the  proceedings  of  the  3d  of 
November  last,  now  attending,  to  take  his  seat. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Robert  Patton  do  take  his  seat, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Douglas. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  Horses  belonging  to 
the  Foot  Militia,  now  in  Charlcstown,  since  their  arrival,  be 
defrayed  by  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That,  in  lieu  of  making  provision,  in  future,  for 
the  Horses  of  Detachments  ordered  to  march  on  the  publick 
service,  provision  shall  be  made  for  Wagons  and  Carts  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  necessary  Baggage  of  such  Detach- 
ments while  in  actual  service. 

A  motion  was  made  that  no  Member  of  this  Congress 
shall,  in  future,  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than  twice  upon 
one  question. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  being  put,  the  Congress 
divided. 

The  yeas  went  forth.     Yeas,  53 ;  Nays,  49. 
rp  11        (  For  the  yeas.  Colonel  Pinckney. 

'  I  For  the  nays,  Captain  William  Cattell. 

So  that  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  every  Member  of  Congress  who  shall 
hereafter  fail  to  give  his  attendance  at  the  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment, shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  twenty  Shillings  currency. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Peter  Bounetheau  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  Cashier  to  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  proceed  in  reading  the 
Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

And  the  same  were  read  accordingly,  to  the  end  of  the 
manuscript. 

Resolved,  That  the  absence  of  the  Members  of  Congress 
who  are  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  Granville  County,  and 
actually  upon  duty,  be  excused. 

Mr.  President  reported  the  following  Letter,  which  he 
had  written  by  order: 

Charlestown,  February  6,  1776. 

[By  authority  of  Congress.] 
To  Major  Andrew  Williamson: 

Sir  :  I  transmit  to  you  the  determinations  of  Congress 
this  day  relative  to  the  Prisoners  at  Fort- Charlotte,  which 
I  make  no  doubt  you  will,  without  delay,  endeavour  to  ex- 
ecute. 

The  Congress  mean  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures 
to  setde  the  state  of  the  interior  country,  and  to  prevent,  if 
it  be  possible,  any  future  commotions  there.  For  this  pur- 
pose, a  Committee  is  appointed  to  form  a  plan  of  proper 
measures  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  you  are  ordered  to  sus- 
pend the  disarming  the  Insurgents  until  further  order  shall 
be  made  therein. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 
William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

Resolved,  That  the  Members  of  the  present  Council  of 
Safety  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  num- 
ber of  Forces  necessary  to  be  raised,  and  kept  in  pay,  for  the 
service  of  this  Colony;  and  the  Resolution  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  of  the  4th  day  of  November  last  relative  thereto. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Thursday,  February  8,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  do  signify  the  approbation 
of  this  Congress,  and  present  dieir  thanks  to  the  Honour- 
able Henry  Middleton  and  John  Rutledge,  Esquires,  now 
present  in  Congress,  and  to  the  other  Delegates  of  this  Co- 
lony at  Philadelphia,  for  their  important  services  in  the 
American  Congress. 

Mr.  President  accordingly  addressed  himself  to  the  Hon- 
ourable Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Rutledge,  in  nearly  the 
words  following : 


"  Gentlemen  :  When  the  hand  of  tyranny,  armed  in 
hostile  manner,  was  extended  from  Great  Britain  to  spo'if 
America  of  whatever  she  held  most  valuable,  it  was,  for 
the  most  important  purposes,  that  the  good  people  of  this 
Colony  delegated  you  to  represent  them  in  the  Continental 
Congress  at  Philadelphia.  It  became  your  business  to  as- 
certain the  rights  of  America — to  point  out  her  violated 
franchises,  to  make  humble  representation  to  the  King  for 
redress ;  and,  he  being  deaf  (p  the  cries  of  his  American 
subjects — to  appeal  to  the  King  of  Kings,  for  the  recovery 
of  the  rights  of  an  infant  people,  by  the  majesty  of  Heaven 
formed  for  future  empire. 

"  In  this  most  important  business,  you  engaged,  as  became 
good  citizens  ;  and,  step  by  step,  you  deliberately  advanced 
through  it,  with  a  regret  and  sorrow,  and  widi  a  resolution 
and  conduct,  that  bear  all  the  characters  of  ancient  magna- 
nimity. Your  constituents,  with  a  steady  eye,  beheld  your 
progress.  They  saw  the  American  claim  of  rights,  the 
Association  for  the  recovery  of  American  franchises,  and  the 
humble  Petition  to  the  King  for  redress  of  grievances. 
They  saw  the  American  appeal  to  the  King  of  Kings,  and 
a  second  humble  Petition  to  the  British  Monarch — alas !  as 
unavailing  as  the  first.  They  have  also  seen  the  establish- 
ment of  an  American  naval  force — a  Treasury — a  General 
Post-Office — and  the  laying  on  a  Continental  embargo.  In 
short,  they  have  seen  permission  granted  to  Colonies  to 
erect  forms  of  Government,  independent  of,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to,  the  regal  authority. 

"  Your  country  saw  all  these  proceedings,  the  work  of  a 
body  of  which  you  were,  and  are  members ;  proceedings 
arising  from  dire  necessity,  and  not  from  choice ;  proceed- 
ings that  are  the  natural  consequences  of  the  present  inaus- 
picious reign  ;  proceedings  just  in  themselves ;  and  which, 
notwithstanding  the  late  declarations  of  the  coiTupt  Houses 
of  Pariiament,  the  Proclamation  at  the  Court  of  St.  James's, 
on  the  23d  of  August,  and  the  subsequent  Royal  Speech 
in  Parliament,  are  exactly  as  far  distant  from  treason  and 
rebellion  as  stands  the  glorious  Revolution  which  deprived  a 
tyrant  of  his  Kingdoms,  and  elevated  the  House  of  Bruns- 
wick to  royalty. 

"  Worthy  Delegates  !  It  is  the  judgment  of  your  country 
that  your  conduct,  of  which  I  have  just  marked  the  grand 
lines,  in  the  American  Congress,  is  justifiable  before  God 
and  man  ;  and  that,  whatever  may  be  the  issue  of  this  un- 
looked-for defensive  civil  war,  in  which,  unfortunately,  though 
gloriously,  we  are  engaged — whether  independence  or  sla- 
very— all  the  blood,  and  all  the  guilt,  must  be  imputed  to 
British,  not  to  American  counsels.  Hence  your  constituents, 
sensible  of  the  propriety  of  your  conduct,  and  of  the  benefits 
which,  with  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty,  it  is  calculated  to 
shed  upon  America,  have  constituted  me  their  instrument, 
as  well  to  signify  to  you  their  approbation,  as  to  present  to 
you  their  thanks ;  and  it  is  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties 
that  I  now  have  the  honour  to  address  you. 

"In  an  important  crisis  like  the  present,  to  receive  the 
publick  thanks  of  a  free  People,  is  to  receive  the  most  ho- 
nourable recompense  for  past  services ;  and  to  deserve  such 
thanks,  is  to  be  truly  great.  I  know  that  it  is  with  pain 
such  men  hear  their  commendations.  Gentlemen,  with 
the  publick  recompense,  I  mean  to  pay  in  to  you  my  mite 
also ;  and  lest  I  wound  your  delicacy,  when  I  mean  only 
to  do  justice  to  your  merit,  I  forbear  to  particularize  what 
is  already  well  known.  I  therefore  confine  myself;  and 
I  do  most  respectfully,  in  the  name  of  the  Congress,  pre- 
sent to  you,  and  to  eacii  of  you,  the  thanks  of  your  coun- 
try, for  your  important  services  in  the  American  Congress, 
at  Philadelphia." 

Colonel  John  Lisle,  elected  one  of  the  Representatives 
for  the  District  between  Broad  and  Saludy  Rivers,  not 
having  taken  his  seat  during  the  late  Session,  now  attended, 
and  declined  serving. 

A  return  was  made  of  the  following  gentlemen,  as  duly 
elected  Members  of  the  present  Congress,  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  District  between  Broad  and  Saludy  Rivers,  viz: 
Captain  John  Caldwell,  James  Williams,  John  Williams, 
Jonathan  Downs,  John  Rogers,  John  Lindsey,  and  John 
Caldwell,  of  Enoree,  Esqrs.  And  Messre.  John  Williams 
and  James  Williams  attending  to  take  their  seats. 

Ordered,  That  they  do  take  their  seats  in  Congress  ac-  ■ 
cordingly. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Tcnncni,  Mr.  Prince, 
Colonel  Tliomas,  Colonel  Wofford,  Mr.  John  Williams,  Mr. 
James  IVilliams,  and  Mr.  Jonas  Beard,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee,  to  consider  and  report  a 
proper  division  of  the  extensive  District  between  Broad 
and  Salitdy  Rivers,  into  three,  and  the  number  of  Members 
each  division  ought  to  have  in  Congress,  to  consitute  a  full 
representation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comgiittee  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  be  authorized 
and  empowered  to  send  for  Pei-sons,  Papers,  and  Records  ; 
and  that  such  Members  ol"  Congress  who  choose  so  to  do, 
may  attend  and  give  their  opinions. 

Mr.  Edtcards,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition 
of  the  Congregation  of  Particular  Baptists,  in  Charkstown, 
had  been  referred,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  immediate  consi- 
deration, 

Ordered,  That  James  Brisbane  be  sent  for  to  Charles- 
town,  to  do  justice  to  die  Petitioners. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  Members  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  together  with  Mr.  President  of  the  Congress,  Colo- 
nel Powell,  and  Major  Pinckney,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
appointed  a  Committee,  to  take  into  consideration  die  fol- 
lowing Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of  the  4th 
of  November  last,  viz : 

"Resolved,  That  if  the  Convention  of  South- Carolina 
shall  find  it  necessary  to  establish  a  form  of  Government  in 
that  Colony,  it  be  recommended  to  said  Convention  to  call 
a  full  and  free  representation  of  the  People ;  and  that  the 
said  Representatives,  if  they  think  it  necessary,  establish 
such  form  of  Government  as,  in  their  judgment,  will  best 
produce  the  happiness  of  the  People,  and  most  effectually 
secure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  Colony,  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and 
tlie  Colonies." 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  make  provision  for  de- 
fraying the  necessary  expenses  of  Wagon-hire,  incurred  on 
the  late  expedition  under  Colonel  Richardson. 

Adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Friday,  February  9,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Colonel  Christopher  Gadsden,  one  of  the  Delegates  from 
this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress,  having  arrived 
last  night,  and  being  present  in  his  place,  as  a  Member  of 
this  Congress,  for  Charlestoton, 

Resolved,  That  the  approbation  of  this  Congress  be  sig- 
nified to  Colonel  Gadsden,  for  his  conduct,  and  their  thanks 
returned  to  him,  for  the  important  services  he  has  rendered 
to  his  country  in  the  American  Congress. 

Mr.  President  signified  the  approbation,  and  returned  the 
thanks  of  this  Congress,  to  Colonel  Gadsden,  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Gadsden  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  7th  instant,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  number  of  Forces  necessary  to  be  raised  and  kept 
in  pay  for  the  service  of  this  Colony ;  and  the  Resolution  of 
the  Continental  Congress  relative  thereto,  of  the  4th  of  No- 
vember last ;  and,  also,  to  the  Committee  appointed  yester- 
day, to  consider  the  Resolve  and  Recommendation  of  the 
said  Congress,  respecting  a  form  of  Government. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tenmint,  from  the  Committee  to  consider 
of  a  proper  Division  of  the  District  between  Broad  and 
Saltidy  Rivers,  &ic.,  delivered  in  their  Report. 

And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  immediate  consi- 
deration, the  Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolution 
thereupon : 

Resolved,  That  the  District  heretofore  described  between 
Broad  and  Saludy  Rivei-s,  be  now  divided  into  three,  as 
well  for  the  convenience  of  electors  of  Members  of  Con- 
gress, as  on  account  of  the  happy  influence  which  it  may 
have  upon  the  peace  and  union  of  the  inhabitants.  That 
the  Lower  District,  commonly  called  the  Dtitch  Fork,  shall 
have  the  following  boundaries,  viz :  from  the  Fork  where 
Broad  and  Saludy  Rivers  meet,  up  Broad  River  to  where 
'T^ger  River  falls  into  Broad  River ;  dience  up  said  Tiger 
River  to  the  Ford  crossed  by  the  old  Saludy  Road ;  thence 
.along  the  said  road  to  where  it  crosses  Saludy,  at  the  place 


usually  called  Saludy  Old  Totm  ;  thence  down  to  the  con- 
fluence of  Saintly  and  Broad  Rivers.  And  that  the  elec- 
tion of  Mcmbere  of  Congress  for  the  said  District  be  held 
at  the  Meeting-House  nearest  to  the  house  of  Adam  So- 
mers. 

That  the  lAttle  River  District  be  bounded  as  follows: 
by  Saludy  River,  from  Saludy  Old  Town,  to  w  here  the 
said  river  crosses  the  Indian  Line ;  by  the  said  Indian  Line, 
to  where  it  is  crossed  by  Enoree  River ;  thence  down  jEno- 
ree  to  the  road  above  described,  which  bounds  the  Lower 
District.    The  election  to  be  held  at  Hammond's  Old  Store. 

That  the  Upper,  or  Spartan  District,  be  bounded  by 
Tiger  River,  from  its  confluence  with  Broad  River,  up  to 
where  the  said  Tiger  River  is  crossed  by  the  old  Saludy 
Road  ;  thence  by  the  said  road  to  where  it  crosses  Enoree ; 
thence  by  the  said  Enoree  River,  to  the  Indian  Line  ;  thence 
by  the  Indian  Line  to  the  Colony  Line ;  thence  by  the  Co- 
lony Line  to  where  it  intersects  Broad  River ;  thence  by 
Broad  River  to  its  confluence  with  Tiger.  The  place  of 
election  to  be  at  the  Meeting-House,  near  the  house  of  Jo- 
seph Kelsey. 

And  that  the  said  Districts,  as  now  divided,  be  allowed 
and  do  respectively  elect,  four  Members  of  Congress,  as 
their  Representatives. 

■  Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolution  be  forthwith  printed 
in  Handbills,  and  made  publick. 

Colonel  Gadsden  presented  to  the  Congress  an  elegant 
Standard,  such  as  is  to  be  used  by  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  American  Navy ;  being  a  yellow  field,  with  a  lively 
representation  of  a  Ratdesnake  in  the  middle,  in  the  attitude 
of  going  to  strike,  and  these  words  underneath,  "  Don't 
tread  on  me!" 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Standard  be  carefully  preserved, 
and  suspended  in  the  Congress  room. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  February  10,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Colonel  Laurens,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  re-  . 
ferred  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of  tlie 
4th  of  November  last,  respecting  a  form  of  Government, 
reported. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Report  be  now  taken  under  con- 
sideration, by  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Congress  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  Chair, 

And  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  reported.  That  they  had  gone  through  the  Report 
refeiTcd  to  them,  and  agreed  to  the  same,  without  any  alter- 
ation, to  wit : 

That,  in  their  opinion,  the  present  mode  of  conducting 
publick  affairs  is  inadequate  to  the  well-governing  the  good 
people  of  this  Colony  ;  that  many  regulations  are  wanting 
for  securing  peace  and  good  order,  during  the  unhappy  dis- 
putes between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies ;  and  that 
the  Congress  should  immediately  take  under  consideration 
what  regulations  are  necessary  for  these  good  purposes. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  authorized  to 
order  payment  of  Constables'  Fees  employed  in  the  publick 
service. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Sundxy,  February  11,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent,  having  performed  Divine  ser- 
vice, received  the  thanks  of  the  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  upon  the  Order  of  the 
Day. 

And  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  being 
gone  through,  the  same  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  eleven  Members  be 
chosen,  by  ballot,  to  pre|)are  and  report  to  this  Congress 
such  a  plan  or  form  of  Government  as  will  best  produce 
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the  happiness  of  the  People,  and  most  effectually  secure 
peace  and  good  order  in  the  Colony,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  present  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  ballots  of  the  Members,  for  the  said 
Committee,  be  received  at  five  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

In  Congress,  Sunday,  February  11,  1776,  P.  M. 

The  Congress  met. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  Members 
of  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  plan  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment. 

And  the  following  gentlemen  were,  by  Mr.  President, 
declared  duly  elected  by  a  majority  of  votes,  viz : 

Major  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinckney,  John  Rutledge, 
Esq.,  Colonel  Charles  Pinckney,  Colonel  Henry  Laurens, 
Colonel  Christopher  Gadsden,  Hon.  Rawlins  Lowndes, 
Arthur  Middleton,  Esq.,  Hon.  Henry  Middkton,  Thomas 
Bee,  Esq.,  Thomas  Lynch,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Thomas  Heyward, 
Jan.,  Esq. 

Adjourned  to  nme  o'clock  to-morrow. 


In  Congress,  Monday,  February  12,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  no  Guns  be  fired  in  or  about  Charles- 
town  without  permission  from  the  proper  officere ;  and  that 
publick  notice  hereof  be  immediately  given. 

Resolved,  That  whosoever  shall  presume  to  violate  the 
above  Resolution,  shall  be  subject  and  liable  to  a  Fine  of 
five  Pounds,  current  money,  for  every  Gun  so  fired  ;  to  be 
recovered  before  any  three  Members  of  the  Charkstown 
Committee,  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  cause  the  above  Reso- 
lutions to  be  forthwith  printed,  and  made  publick,  in  Hand- 
bills, and  by  beat  of  drum. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent,  Colonel  Fuller, 
Captain  Shubrick,  Captain  Lym:h,  and  Captain  Harring- 
ton, be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  the  best  me- 
thod for  promoting  the  manufactory  of  Saltpetre  in  this 
Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Richard  Rapley,  Esq.,  be  a  Commis- 
sioner for  stamping  and  signing  the  Money  issued  by  Reso- 
lution of  Congress,  of  the  14th  oi  June  last,  in  the  room  of 
Theodore  Gaillard,  Jun.,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Roger  Smith,  Mr.  Edwards, 
Captain  Gillon,  Mr.  Kershaw,  Mr.  Hall,  Captain  Harring- 
ton, Mr.  Corbett,  Colonel  Gervais,  and  Mr.  Dupont,  be  a 
Committee  to  inquire  and  report  the  quantity  of  Flour  now 
in  the  Colony,  how  much  will  be  requisite  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  Inhabitants  and  Troops ;  and  to  consider  and 
report  proper  ways  and  means  for  supplying  the  Colony 
with  Salt,  Sugar,  Rum,  and  other  necessaries  of  life,  at  rea- 
sonable rates  ;  and  also,  the  causes  of,  and  remedies  for,  the 
present  impositions  upon  the  publick,  in  the  high  advance 
in  price  upon  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  all  kinds  of  com- 
modities and  labour. 

Read  a  continuation  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  presented  by  Colonel  Gadsden,  to  the  time  of 
his  leaving  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gadsden,  Captain  Shubrick, 
and  Captain  Gillon,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  a  Ship 
now  on  the  stocks  at  Captain  Cochran's;  and  to  report 
whether  it  is  a  proper  Vessel  to  be  purchased  and  armed  in 
the  Colony  service. 

Resolved,  That  every  Member  of  Congress  be  entitled, 
during  the  present  Session,  for  his  actual  attendance  there- 
in on  the  service  of  the  Colony,  to  the  allowance  of  forty 
Shillings,  currency,  per  diem,  upon  application  to  the  Trea- 
surers, during  the  sitting  thereof,  or  within  three  days  after. 
Resolved,  That  every  Member  of  Congress  who  shall, 
duriniT  the  present  Session,  absent  himself  li^om  the  service 
thereof,  without  leave  first  had  and  obtained,  shall  be  sent 
for  at  his  own  expense. 

Adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 


In  Congress,  Tuesday,  February  13,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

A  Petition  of  Henry  Aitkin,  Master  of  the  Ship  Port- 
Henderson,  and  Nathaniel  Russell,  of  Charkstown,  Mer- 
chant, was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  taken  into  conside- 
ration to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
immediately  committing  to  Charkstown  Jail  the  body  of 
William  Guest,  charged  with  practices  inimical  to,  and  de- 
structive of,  the  peace  of  this  Colony. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  De  Satissure,  Colonel  Gervais,  and 
Mr.  Salvador,  be  a  Committee  to  extract  such  parts  as 
they  shall  judge  proper  to  be  made  generally  known,  from 
the  intercepted  Letters  lately  taken  from  Moses  Kirkland, 
and  laid  before  this  Congress  on  the  3d  instant,  and  also 
from  a  Letter  formerly  written  by  John  Stuart,  Esq.,  to  the 

Committee  of  Intelligence,  dated 1775; 

and  that  the  Secretary  do  cause  copies  of  such  Extracts, 
certified  by  him,  to  be  forthwith  printed  and  published. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  authorized  to 
pay  to  Captain  Thomas  Brandon  all  reasonable  charges, 
for  having  apprehended  and  brought  to  Charkstown  per- 
sons taken  in  criminal  practices ;  and  also,  to  order  payment 
of  reasonable  charges  for  other  similar  services. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Wednesday,  February  14,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Congress  being  infonned  that  Joseph  Woods,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Members  for  the  New-Acquisition,  had  this  morn- 
ing departed  this  life. 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  of  Congress  do  attend  the 
Funeral  of  the  said  Mr.  Woods,  in  form,  at  five  o'clock  this 
afternoon ;  and  that  Colonel  Neel,  Colonel  Gervais,  Mr. 
Brown,  and  Mr.  Weyman,  be  a  Committee  to  conduct  the 
same. 

Colonel  Tacitus  Gaillard,  elected  one  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  Parish  of  St.  Matthew,  not  having  taken  his 
seat  the  last  Session,  now  attended,  and  declined  serving. 

Ordered,  That  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weigfit'bf 
Gunpowder,  borrowed  from  Augusta,  by  Captain  Le  Roy 
Hammond,  for  the  publick  service,  be  repaid. 

A  motion  was  made,  That  this  Congress  do  order  pay- 
ment of  certain  expenses,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  Pounds,  incurred  by  a  detachment  of  Militia, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Hkks,  lately  marched  to  this 
Town,  for  Camp-utensils  and  other  articles. 

A  debate  ensued ;  and  tlie  question  being  put,  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative. 

Read  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  at  Beaufort,  dated 
February  11,  1776,  relative  to  the  Shippers  of  the  Cargo 
on  board  the  Brigantine  William,  Captain  Mercier,  detained 
there. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter,  with  the  Papers  that 
were  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  and 
that  they  do  report  thereon. 

Mr.  De  Saussure,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  Petition  of  John  Ellis,  reported. 

And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  Money  lodged  in  the  Colony  Trea- 
sury, for  the  purchase  of  a  cargo  of  Rice,  sold  by  Philip 
Tidyman  to  John  Ellis  and  Thomas  Todd,  the  30th  of 
November  last,  and  by  them  since  sold  to  Captain  Alexan- 
der Gillon,  be  retained  in  the  said  Treasury  until  the  fur- 
ther determination  of  this  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  detemiination  on  the  prayer  of  the 
Petitioner,  to  be  permitted  to  depart  the  Colony,  be  jwst- 
poned. 

On  motion,  the  following  Resolution  was  unanimously 
agreed  to : 

Whereas,  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  1st  daf^of 
November  last,  prohibited  exportation  from  the  the  United 
Colonies  until  the  1st  day  of  March  next :  And  whereas, 
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bv  reason  of  the  distance  of  several  of  those  Colonies  from 
fhihdeJphia,  the  Resolution  of  said  Congress  relative  to 
exportation  after  that  day  may  not  be  known  for  some 
time ;  and  it  may  be  injurious  to  the  common  cause  of 
America  if  exportation  should  be  permitted  in  any  Colony, 
before  such  Resolution  shall  be  known  there: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  prohibition  shall  continue,  and 
be  of  force  in  this  Colony,  until  the  1st  day  oi  May  next, 
unless  an  authentick  account  of  the  determination  of  the 
Continental  Congress  relative  to  exportation  after  the  said 
1st  day  of  March,  shall  be  sooner  received  and  published 
by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  forthwith 
printed  in  Handbills,  and  made  publick. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  Resolution  to  the  Conventions  of  Georgia  and 
North-  Carolina,  recommending  that  those  Colonies  do  pass 
one  similar  thereto  ;  and  to  our  Delegates  at  Philadelphia, 
desiring  diem  to  give  the  Council  of  Safety  the  earliest  in- 
telligence of  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress 
on  this  subject. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President's  Letter  to  Georgia  be 
forwarded  by  a  Committee  of  two  gentlemen,  to  be  dele- 
gated to  make  all  possible  representation  to  induce  diat 
Colony  to  come  into  a  similar  Resolution. 

Resolved,  That  orders  be  forthwith  issued  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  Parishes  and  Districts  where  vacancies  have  hap- 
pened by  the  death  of  Members,  or  persons  elected  refusing 
to  serve,  to  order  Elections  for  filling  up  such  vacancies. 

Orders  accordingly  were  issued  in  the  fomi  following,  to 
the  Committees  of  the  Parishes  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  Mi- 
chael, Charhstown ;  St.  George,  Dorchester ;  and  St.  Mat- 
thew, for  the  District  of  Ninety-Six ;  for  the  District  in  the 
fork  between  Broad  and  Saludy  Rivers,  and  for  the  District 
called  the  New- Acquisition,  respectively,  for  filling  up  a  va- 
cancy in  each,  in  the  room  of  Miles  Brewton  and  William 
Sanders,  Esqs.,  deceased  ;  Tacitus  Gaillard,  John  Lisle, 
and  Champness  Terry,  Esqs.,  who  had  declined  serving ; 
and  Joseph  Woods,  Esq.,  deceased. 

In  Congress,  February  14,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  the  Parish  of 

do  forthwith  give  due  and  sufficient  publick  notice  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Parish,  who  have  a  right  to  vote,  to 
assemble  at  the  Parish  Church,  on  a  day  to  be  by  them  ap- 
pointed, then  and  there  to  proceed,  by  ballot,  to  die  choice 
of  a  Member  to  represent  them  in  the  present  Congress,  in 

the  room  of ,  and  that  the  said  Committee  do 

make  a  due  return  of  the  said  election  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  the  Parish  of  St. 
John,  in  BerJcley  County,  do  forthwith  make  a  return  of  the 
Member  of  Congress  said  to  have  been  elected  for  that  Pa- 
rish, in  the  room  oi  James  RaveneU,  Esq.,  who  had  declined 
serving,  and  that  they  do  notify  to  said  Member  to  give  his 
attendance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Thursday,  February  15, 1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  BuJJington  was  presented,  and 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  fol- 
lowing Committee,  viz  :  Colonel  Powell,  Colonel  Thomas, 
Colonel  Richardson,  Major  Henderson,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ten- 
nent,  Mr.  Kershaw,  Dr.  Farrar,  and  Mr.  Prince. 

Captain  Shubrick,  from  the  Committee  to  examine  a  Ship 
now  on  the  stocks  at  Captain  Cochran's,  reported,  that, 
having  examined  the  said  Ship  according  to  order,  they 
found  her  every  way  unfit  to  be  equipped  as  a  Ship-of-War 
in  the  Colony  service. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  the  best  means,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  building,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  two  Frigates,  for  the 
service  of  this  Colony,  each  to  mount  thirty-two  guns  on 
one  deck ;  and  also  to  consider  and  report  the  expediency 
of  stationing  Armed  Vessels  to  protect  the  navigation  of 
Beaufort  and  Georgetown  Harbours. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Shubrick,  Captain  Gillon,  Colo- 


nel Powell,  Mr.  Edwards,  Doctor  Farrar,  Major  Mo.yson, 
and  Captam  Joiner,  be  a  Committee  for  the  above  pur- 
poses. 

Read  a  Petition  of  John  Sigell,  Steward  to  Lord  H^l- 
liam  Campbell,  of  this  date. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  fol- 
lowing Committee,  viz :  Mr.  Jacob  Motte,  Captain  Benja- 
min Huger,  Captain  Hammond,  Mr.  Elias  Horry,  and  Mr. 
Johji  Parker.  And  that  the  said  Committee  do  also  con- 
sider and  report  what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  with  the 
Effects  of  Lord  IVilliam  Campbell,  and  a  trunk  of  Books 
belonging  to  James  Trail ;  both  having  withdrawn  them- 
selves from  this  Colony  on  board  the  Cherokee  Ship-of- 
War — die  latter,  after  having  been  enjoined  by  the  Gene- 
ral Committee  not  to  go  out  of  the  iunits  of  Charlestoum. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Rawlins  Lowndes,  Esq., 
Colonel  James  Parsons,  and  Captain  Thomas  Savage,  be 
delegated  to  proceed  forthwith  to  Sava7mah,  to  make  proper 
representations  to  induce  that  Colony  to  co-operate  with 
this,  in  paying  the  strictest  obedience  to  all  the  Resolves  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  particularly  that  relative  to  Non- 
Exportation,  and  to  urge  the  necessity  of  extending  the  Non- 
Exportation  to  the  1st  day  o[  May  next. 

Mr.  John  Rutledge  acquainted  die  Congress  that  it  was 
with  the  utmost  concern  he  found  himself  obliged  to  request 
that  they  would  dispense  with  his  attendance  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  in  future  ;  that  he  had  many  weighty  rea- 
sons which  rendered  his  request  proper ;  but  above  all,  diat, 
as  the  American  dispute  was  now  agitated  by  arms,  he  was 
certain  he  could  be  of  more  service  to  his  country  and  the 
common  cause  at  home  than  abroad ;  and  that,  therefore, 
he  earnestly  desired  they  w  ould  grant  his  request.  He  also 
acquainted  the  Congress  that  his  brother,  (Edward  Rut- 
ledge,  Esquire,)  from  very  urgent  motives,  requested  to  be 
recalled. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  to-morrow  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  Delegates  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  by  ballot. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


In  Congress,  Friday,  February  16,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Honourable  Henry  Middleton  arose,  declared  his 
sensibility  of,  and  thankfulness  for,  the  honour  that  had  been 
conferred  upon  him,  in  his  appointment  as  a  Delegate  from 
this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress ;  and  that  no  man 
had  better  wishes,  or  would  go  gi-eater  lengths  to  serve  his 
country,  than  himself;  but  that,  as  the  infirmities  of  aoe 
which  were  creeping  on,  deprived  him  of  the  ability  of  ren- 
dering so  much  service  to  the  publick  as  in  his  eariier  days 
he  might  have  done ;  so  he  requested  that  the  Congress 
would  not  again  appoint  him  as  a  Delegate  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  in  the  choice  now  to  be  made. 

Mr.  John  Rutledge,  from  the  Committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  number  of  Forces  necessary  to  be  raised 
and  kept  in  pay  for  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and  the  Re- 
solution of  the  Continental  Congress  on  the  1st  day  o(  No- 
vember last,  relative  thereto,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

On  motion,  that  the  number  of  Delegates  from  this  Co- 
lony to  the  Continental  Congress,  be  now  ascertained. 

Resolved,  That  five  Delegates  be  chosen  to  represent 
this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  five  Delegates  be  chosen  to  serve 
for  one  year. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  majority  of  tlie  Delegates 
present  in  Philadelphia  shall  be  a  Quorum  ;  and  that  when, 
by  sickness  or  accident,  only  one  Delegate  shall  be  present 
in  Congress,  in  such  case  such  Delegate  shall  give  his  voice 
on  the  part  of  the  Colony. 

A  (leiiate  ensued ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  ballots  for  Delegates  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  be  received  at  five  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
Resolved,  That  Sergeants  of  Militia  in  future,  while  in 
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actual  service,  be  allowed  a  pay  of  twelve  Shillings  and  six 
Pence  currency  per  day,  and  Corporals,  in  the  like  case, 
eleven  Shillings  and  three  Pence. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 


In  Congress,  Friday  Evening,  February  16,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  the  following  copy 
of  the  Letter  which  he  had  written,  and  sent  express,  by 
their  order,  to  the  Coleny  of  Georgio  : 

South-Carolina,  Charleston-n,  February  15,  1776. 

[By  authority  of  Congress.] 
To  the  Honourable  the  Congress  q/" Georgia: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  you  the 
copy  of  a  Resolution  of  Congress,  extending  the  Resolution 
of  the  Continental  Congress  on  the  1st  of  November  last, 
prohibiting  exportation  from  the  United  Colonies  ;  and  I 
have  it  in  charge  to  recommend  to  you,  in  the  strongest 
terms,  that  your  Colony  should  form  a  similar  resolution. 

It  is  thought  so  absolutely  necessary  for  the  welfare  of 
America  that  Georgia  fonn  a  similar  resolution,  and  we 
have  this  point  so  much  at  heart,  that  the  Congress  have 
delegated  the  Honourable  Raivlins  Lowndes,  Colonel  Par- 
sons, and  Thomas  Savage,  Esq.,  to  repair  forthwith  to  Sa- 
vannah, to  make  all  possible  representation  to  induce  your 
co-operating  with  us  in  so  salutary  a  step. 

These  gentlemen  mean  to  set  out  to-morrow  or  next  day, 
and  their  speedy  departure  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to 
add  anything  more  to  give  weight  to  the  recommendation  in 
question. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 

'  William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  Delegates 
to  the  Continental  Congress. 

And  the  ballots  being  reckoned,  it  appeared,  and  Mr. 
President  declared,  that  Thomas  Lynch,  John  Rutlcdge, 
Edward  Rutlcdge,  Arthur  Middleton,  and  Thomas  Hey- 
ward,  Jun.,  Esquires,  were,  by  majority  of  votes,  duly 
elected. 

Whereupon,  the  Congress 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  John  Rutlcdge,  Edward 
Rutledge,  Arthur  J\Eddleton,  and  Thomas  Heyward,  Jun., 
Esqs.,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  and  fully  autho- 
rized, to  represent  this  Colony  in  tlie  Continental  Congress 
for  one  year  next  ensuing. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  February  17,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Mr.  Corbett,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Petition  of  Captain  Aitken  and  Mr.  Russell,  delivered 
in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Benjamin  B.  Boote,  Esquire, 
being  a  person  whose  going  at  large  may  endanger  the  pub- 
lick  safety,  be  committed  to  close  confinement. 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  B.  Boote,  Esquire,  be  forth- 
with committed  to  close  confinement  in  the  common  Jail  of 
Charlestotim. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  forthwith,  by  Letter,  ac- 
quaint the  Council  of  Safety  at  Salisbury  with  the  present 
situation  of  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Boote,  and  desire  their  fur- 
ther directions. 

Mr.  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  laid  before  the 
Congress  Letters  received  by  that  Board : 

From  the  Provincial  Congress  of  Georgia,  dated  Savan- 
nah, 12th  instant,  relative  to  the  hostile  armament  assembled 
there : 

From  Captain  John  Allston,  of  the  Volunteer  Company 
of  Foot  Rangers,  dated  15th  instant,  relative  to  the  original 
establishment  of  the  said  Company,  and  referred  to  Con- 
gress :  and 

From  Dr.  Chalmers,  relative  to  the  ill  state  of  health  of 


Mrs.  Stuart,  and  the  necessity  of  her  taking  air  and  exer- 
cise, also  referred  to  Congress. 

Which  were  severally  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  Captain  Allston's 
Letter  be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  Mrs.  Stuart  be  allowed  to  take  neces- 
sary air  and  exercise,  upon  the  terms  proposed  in  Doctor 
Chalmers's  Letter ;  that  is,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Fenwicke 
or  the  Doctor,  and  they  being  responsible  for  her  appear- 
ance whenever  called  for. 

Notice  was  given  to  the  Congress,  that  the  Contract  for 
supplying  die  Colony  Forces  with  Provisions  would  expire 
on  the  29th  instant. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  upon  the  Order  of  the  Day. 
After  some  time  spent  in  debate, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
Report,  on  the  number  of  Forces  necessary  to  be  raised 
and  kept  in  pay  for  the  service  of  this  Colony,  be  post- 
poned. 

A  debate  ensued ;  and  the  question  bemg  put,  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  this  Congress  do  now  re- 
solve that  three  Battalions  of  Infantry  be  forthwith  raised 
upon  the  Continental  establishment,  agreeable  to  the  powers 
vested  by  the  Continental  Congress  in  this  Colony. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  in 
the  negative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Sunday,  February  18,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turquand,  by  desire,  performed  Divine 
service. 

And  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  were  returned  to  that 
gentleman. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Booth  Boote,  Esq.,  be  sup- 
plied with  all  proper  necessaries  and  accommodation  in  his 
present  confinement,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  liberty  of 
the  garden  belonging  to  the  Jail,  in  the  day  time  only. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Kalteisen,  Esq.,  be  appointed 
to  the  office  of  Commissary  of  Military  Stores  for  the  Re- 
gular Forces. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Powell,  Colonel  Pinckney,  Colo- 
nel Richardson,  Colonel  Bull,  Colonel  Thomas,  Colonel 
Wofford,  Colonel  Neel,  Colonel  Horry,  Major  Mayson, 
Major  Kershaw,  Captain  Hammond,  Captain  Harrington, 
Captain  Maham,  Captain  Vanderhorst,  and  Captain  fJ^l- 
liam  Skirving,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  the 
number  of  country  Militia  that  ought  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  detachments  to  be  discharged  on  the  first  day  of 
March  next,  and,  in  rotation,  to  do  constant  duty  in  and 
near  Charlestown ;  also,  the  most  effectual  means  to  oblige 
such  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Charlestown  as  are  liable  to  bear 
arms,  and  are  absent,  to  return  to  town  ;  also,  the  best  divi- 
sion of  the  country  Militia  into  Battalions,  where  such  divi- 
sion is  necessary  ;  and  also,  such  measures  as  may,  in  their 
opinion,  be  necessary  to  render  the  Militia  most  serviceable 
to  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edwards,  Captain  Roger  Smith,  Mr. 
Corbett,  Mr.  Dupont,  Mr.  Robert  William  Powell,  Mr.  Hall, 
Captain  Leger,  Mr.  Theodore  Gaillard,  Jun.,  and  Mr.  Elias 
Horry,  be  a  Committee  to  receive  and  examine  such  pub- 
lick  Accounts  as  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  Congress 
or  Council  of  Safety,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon  to 
the  Congress,  or  Council  of  Safety,  as  soon  as  possible. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  Council  of  Safety,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  enabled  to  devote  the  more  of  their  time 
to  the  immediate  objects  of  their  appointment,  do  set  apart 
a  particular  day  in  each  week  for  the  particular  purjwse  of 
determining  on  publick  Accounts. 

After  some  debate,  the  previous  question  was  moved  for ; 
and,  being  put,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

But  the  main  question  being  then  waived. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  shall  only  twice 
in  the  week  be  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  publick  Ac 
counts. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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In  Congress,  Monday,  February  19,  1776. 

Tlio  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  the  copy  of  a 
Letter  wiiich  he  had  yesterday  written  by  their  order,  rela- 
tive to  the  present  situation  of  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Bootc, 

viz: 

South-Carolina,  Charlestown,  February  18,  1776. 

[By  autliority  of  Congress.] 
To  the   Committee  of  Safety  for  Salisbukv,  North-Ca- 

ROL.INA  : 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Dunn  and  Mr.  Boote,  who  were  sent 
prisoners  from  your  Colony  to  tiiis,  have  repeatedly  made 
applications  to  our  publick  Asseniblies  for  their  discharge. 
In  our  last  session  of  Congress,  they  presented  a  petition 
and  remonstrance  to  tlie  same  effect,  which  the  Congress 
referred  to  your  judgment,  and  T  enclosed  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  in  the  following  letter  addressed  to  you.  The 
letter  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Boote,  who  undertook  to  for- 
ward it : 

"January  10,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  you  an 
estract  of  the  prayer  of  a  remonstrance  and  jjetition  which 
has  been,  by  Mr.  Dunn  and  Mr.  Boote,  presented  to  the 
Congress  of  tliis  Colony  in  their  last  session.  These  gen- 
tlemen, in  tlieir  remonstrance  and  petition,  declared  they  did 
not  mean  and  never  would  relinquish  any  right  of  action  at 
law  which  they  may  have  against  those  gentlemen  who 
were  the  immediate  cause  of  their  being  sent  prisoners  into 
this  Colony.  The  Congress  would  not  make  any  other 
order  upon  the  remonstrance  and  petition  than  that  it  should 
be  referred  entirely  to  your  judgment." 

Mr.  Dunn  is  now  a  prisoner  upon  his  parole ;  and  Mr. 
Boote  is  a  prisoner  in  the  common  jail  in  this  town,  he 
being,  of  the  two,  thought  to  be  by  much  the  most  danger- 
ous person. 

The  Congress  have  directed  me  to  acquaint  ypu  with  the 
situation  of  these  gentlemen,  requesting  that  you  will  sig- 
nify your  sentiments  to  me  thereupon. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 

servant,  William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

Mr.  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  laid  before  the 
Congress  an  Account  of  Mr.  John  Champneys,  one  of  the 
Commissioners  for  receiving  and  selling  Rice  on  the  publick 
account. 

And  the  said  Account  being  immediately  taken  under 
consideration,  the  Congress  disallowed  the  following  charges 
therein : 

For  his  commission  on  the  purchase  of  Rice,     £183  2     6 
Commission  on  selling,       ------       399  111 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Publick  Accounts  do 
ascertain  the  quantity  of  Rice  sold  out  by  retail  by  said  Mr. 
Champneys,  and  report  the  commission  proper  to  be  allowed 
thereon  ;  and  that  the  charge  of  five  hundred  Pounds  in  said 
Account,  for  damages  sustained,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Mr.  Thomas  Singkton's  Petition. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  in  the  several  Parishes 
and  Districts  throughout  the  Colony  ought,  and  they  are 
hereby  required,  strictly  to  execute  the  Resolution  of  the 
Congress  in  January,  1775,  to  prevent  the  removal  of  the 
effects  of  any  Debtors  out  of  the  Colony,  without  the  know- 
ledge or  consent  of  their  Creditors. 

Resolved,  That  at  least  one  thousand  men  from  the 
country  Militia  are  necessary  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
Charlestown. 

Captain  John  AUston's  Letter,  of  the  15th  instant,  being 
taken  into  consideratbn, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  of  the  27th 
of  November  last,  relative  to  Cajitain  Albton's  Indian  Com- 
pany of  Foot  Rangers  or  Rovers,  be  made  void,  and  that 
the  said  Company  be  restored  to  their  original  establish- 
ment. 

Whereas  one  thousand  and  fifty  men  of  the  country  Mi- 
litia, ■exclusive  of  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  Offi- 
cers, are  necessary  to  do  duty  in  and  near  Charlestoxm,  in 
addition  to  the  Regulars  and  town  Militia,  from  the  first 
day  of  March  to  the  first  day  of  April  next : 


Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  following  drafts  be  forthwith 
made  and  marched  to  Charlestown,  to  relieve  the  Militia  to 
be  discharged  on  the  fii-st  day  of  March,  viz : 


From  the  RegimenU  of 

Capt'.. 

Sub's. 

Rank  &  File. 

Colonel  Powell,       -     -     • 

-     -      -2 

4 

125 

Colonel  Richardson,     -     ■ 

•     -      3 

6 

180 

Colonel  Bull,     -     -     -    • 

•     -       1 

3 

75 

Late  Colonel  Fktchall,      ■ 

■     -       1 

3 

100 

Colonel  Starke,       -     -     ■ 

•    -       1 

2 

65 

Colonel  Thomas,     -     -     • 

•    -       1 

2 

50 

Colonel  Savage,      -     -     • 

.    -       I 

3 

100 

Colonel  Neel,     -     -     -     ■ 

■     -       1 

2 

55 

Colonel  Thomson,  -     -     ■ 

-     -      2 

4 

100 

Colonel  Rothmahler,    -     ■ 

•     -      2 

4 

100 

Colonel  Singelhon,       -     ■ 

.    -       1 

2 

50 

Colonel  Glover,       -     -     ■ 

-    -       1 

2 

50 

17 


37 


1050 


And  further  Resolved,  Tliat  the  said  drafts  shall  remain 
in  and  near  Charlestown  one  month ;  at  the  expiration  of 
which  time  they  shall  be  relieved  monthly  by  the  same 
numbers,  to  do  the  same  duty,  from  the  same  Regiments ; 
that  the  first  drafts  shall  be  made  of  such  men  (if  there  are 
any  such  in  their  respective  Regiments)  as  have  not  been 
on  duty  by  oi'der  of  Congress  or  Council  of  Safety — except 
in  such  Regiments,  respectively,  volunteers  shall  offer  to  do 
the  duty  for  which  the  drafts  are  intended ;  and  that  the 
Colonels  of  the  said  Regiments  respectively  shall  appoint 
the  Captains  and  Subalterns,  to  command  the  said  detach- 
ments, according  to  the  dates  of  their  commissions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Militia  on  the  Sea-Islands,  and  in 
Christ-Church  Parish,  be  not  included  in  the  said  drafts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  transmit  copies  of  the 
foregoing  Resolves  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the 
several  Regiments  from  which  drafts  are  to  be  made,  by 
express,  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

Ordered,  That  Letters  be  forthwith  written,  by  different 
conveyances,  to  the  Continental  Congress,  at  Philadelphia, 
acquainting  them  with  the  present  situation  of  affairs  in  this 
Colony,  and  the  recent  alarming  intelligence  we  have  re- 
ceived from  Georgia,  of  the  hostile  armament  collecting  at 
Coclcspur. 

Adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday,  February  20,  1776, 
The  Congress  met. 
And  tlie  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Congress  proceeded  on  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee,  upon  the  number  of  Forces  neces- 
sary to  be  raised  and  kept  in  pay  for  the  service  of  the 
Colony;  and  made  some  progress  therein. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Regiment  of  Rangers  be 
reduced  from  horse  to  foot. 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  put,  the  Con- 
gress divided. 

The  yeas  went  forth.     Yeas,  46  ;  Nays,  54, 
rr,  ,,        S  for  the  yeas.  Captain  Benjamin  Huger. 
iellers,-^  p^^  the  nays,  Dr.  Farrar. 

So  that  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  name  of  the  Regiment  of 
Rangers  be  changed  to  that  of  Light-Dragoons. 

A  debate  arose ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  Colonel  be  appointed  to 
command  the  Regiment  of  Rangers. 

A  debate  ensued ;  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  in 
the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  Rule  of  Congress,  of  the 
7th  instant,  restricting  the  Membere  fi-om  speaking  more 
than  twice  upon  one  question,  be  amended,  by  adding  the 
words  "  without  leave  from  the  Chair." 

After  some  debate,  the  previous  question  was  moved  for, 
and  put,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  Rations  be  allowed  to  the  Re- 
giment of  Rangers,  in  like  manner  as  to  the  Regiments  of 
infantry. 
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After  some  time  spent  in  debate,  the  question  was  put. 
The  Congress  divided. 

The  yeas  went  forth.     Yeas,  49 ;  Nays,  49. 
rp  11        C  For  the  yeas,  Colonel  Moultrie. 
'  \  For  the  nays,  Colonel  Finckney. 

So  that  Mr.  President  was  obliged  to  decide,  which  he 
did  by  voting  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

And  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report  be 
adjourned. 

Adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Wednesday,  February  21,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  Salvador,  from  the  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  lately  in  commo- 
tion ;  to  consider  what  measures  are  proper  to  be  pursued, 
to  prevent  future  commotions  therein ;  and  also  to  consider 
of  the  cases  of  the  State  Prisoners,  and  to  report  what 
measures  ought  to  be  pursued  with  respect  to  them  ;  deli- 
vered in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  Report  be 
postponed. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  number  of  Forces  neces- 
sary to  be  raised  and  kept  in  pay,  for  the  service  of  this 
Colony,  and  made  a  further  progress  therein. 

Resolved,  That  an  Adjutant  and  a  Quartermaster  be 
allowed  and  appointed  to  the  Regiment  of  Rangers. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  daily  Pay  of  the  Privates 
in  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  be  augmented  to  ten  Shillings 
currency. 

A  debate  arose ;  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  in  the 
negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  daily  Pay  of  ten  Shillings 
be  allowed  to  expert  Riflemen  who  shall  enter  into  a  Regi- 
ment of  Riflemen,  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

A  debate  ensued ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  Bounty  of  ten  Pounds  cur- 
rency be  allowed,  on  in  listing,  to  expert  Riflemen  entering 
in  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  in 
the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  sum  of  five  Pounds,  cur- 
rency, be  allowed  to  every  Private  who  shall,  at  the  time  of 
his  entering  into  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  be  provided 
with  a  good  and  sufficient  Rifle-gun,  as  hire  for  the  same, 
during  the  time  for  which  he  is  engaged  to  serve. 

A  debate  ensued ;  and  the  question  being  put,  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  to  allow  to  such  Riflemen  a 
Bounty  of  seven  Pounds  and  ten  Shillings  at  the  time  of 
inlisting. 

After  some  time  spent  in  debate, 

The  Congress  was  adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to-mor- 
row. 

In  Congress,  Thursday,  February  22,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  on  the  number  of  Forces 
necessary  to  be  raised,  and  kept  in  pay,  for  the  service  of 
this  Colony,  was  resumed. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  Bounty  of  nine  Pounds 
ten  Shillings,  currency,  be  allowed  and  paid  to  every  expert 
Rifleman  who  shall  inlist  in  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen  to 
be  raised  for  the  service  of  this  Colony. 

A  debate  ensued ;  and  tlie  question  being  put,  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  whole  of  the  said  Report  being  gone  tlirough,  the 
Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon : 

Whereas,  it  Is  absolutely  necessary  that  a  considerable 
body  of  Regular  Forces  be  kept  up  for  the  service  and  de- 
fence of  the  Colony  in  this  time  of  imminent  danger  ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  First  and  Second  Regi- 
ments be  immediately  augmented  to  their  original  establish- 


ment ;  and  that  their  Bounty  Money  be  increased  to  twen- 
ty-five Pounds  per  man.     Also, 

Tliat  the  Regiment  of  Rangers  be  continued  upon  their 
present  establishment  of  nine  Companies,  each  to  be  aug- 
mented to  fifty  Privates ;  the  Companies  to  be  immediately 
completed,  and  the  men  inlisted  according  to  the  Rules  and  • 
Articles  for  the  government  of  the  Troojjs :  and  it  is  here- 
by declared,  that  the  said  Regiment  of  Rangers  shall  be 
composed  of  expert  Riflemen,  who  shall  act  on  horseback 
or  on  foot,  as  the  service  may  require ;  each  man,  at  his 
own  expense,  to  be  constantly  provided  with  a  good  Horse, 
Rifle,  Shotpouch,  and  Powderhom,  together  with  a  To- 
mahawk or  Hatchet.     Also,  ' 

That  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  be  continued  ujwn  their 
present  establishment.     Also, 

That  a  Regiment  of  expert  Riflemen,  to  take  rank  as  the 
Fifth  Regiment,  under  proper  Field  and  other  Officers,  be 
immediately  raised,  to  consist  of  seven  Companies ;  each 
Company  to  consist  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  one 
Ensign,  and  one  hundred  Men,  including  four  Sergeants 
and  four  Corporals :  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  the  said 
Regiment  shall  be  inlisted  to  the  1st  of  June,  1777,  subject 
to  the  Rules  and  Articles  for  the  government  of  the  Troops, 
and  liable  to  be  sooner  discharged  by  publick  authority, 
having  one  month's  pay  advanced ;  each  man  in  the  said 
Regiment,  at  his  own  expense,  during  the  service,  finding 
his  own  clothes,  except  a  uniform  Hunting-shirt,  and  Hat 
or  Cap,  and  Blanket,  to  be  provided  by  the  pubUck  ;  and 
also,  at  his  own  expense,  to  be  constantly  provided  with  a 
good  Rifle,  Shotpouch,  and  Powderhom,  together  with  a 
Tomahawk  or  Hatchet ;  the  Privates  shall  be  allowed  five 
Pounds,  as  the  hire  of  their  arms,  during  their  service ; 
nine  Pounds  and  ten  Shillings  as  Bounty,  and  ten  Shillings 
daily  Pay;  the  Sergeants,  twelve  Shillings  and  six  Pence; 
the  Corporals,  eleven  Shillings  and  three  Pence ;  and  the 
Commissioned  Officers  the  same  daily  Pay  as  those  of  the 
First  and  Second  Regiments.     Also, 

That  a  Company  of  Artillery,  of  one  hundred  Men,  with 
proper  Officers,  be  immediately  raised  for  the  defence  of 
Fort  LyttUton,  on  Port-Royal  Island ;  and  one  other  Com- 
pany of  Artillery,  consisting  of  sixty  Men,  with  proper  Offi- 
cers, be,  in  like  manner,  raised  for  the  defence  of  George- 
town. These  Companies  to  be  officered  and  paid  in  like 
manner,  and  in  proportion  to  the  Artillery  establishment ; 
and  the  men  to  be  inlisted  for  the  same  term,  and  in  like 
manner  with  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen.     Also, 

That,  of  the  Matrosses  on  the  present  establishment,  the 
Seamen  in  the  Colony  Navy,  and  the  Matrosses  and  Sea- 
men expected  to  arrive  here  irom  the  New-England  Colo- 
nies, and  other  parts,  in  the  whole  upwards  of  nine  hun- 
dred men,  two  hundred  may,  if  found  necessary,  be  esta- 
blished as  Marines  on  board  the  Navy.     Also, 

That  the  Radons  of  the  Regular  Forces  be  mcreased  to 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  fresh  Beef,  or  to  eighteen  ounces 
of  salt  Pork  ;  and  that  the  Regiment  of  Rangers,  the  Regi- 
ment of  Riflemen,  the  two  Independent  Companies  of  Ar- 
tillery, and  the  Militia,  upon  actual  service,  be  allowed  Ra- 
tions in  like  manner  with  the  First  and  Second  Regiments 
of  Foot,  and  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  and  as  increased 
by  this  establishment.     Also, 

That  an  Adjutant  be  appointed  to  the  Regiments  of 
Rangers  and  Riflemen,  respectively;  a  Paymaster  and  a 
Surgeon  to  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  and  a  Sergeant-Ma- 
jor,  a  Quartermaster,  and  a  Quartermaster-Sergeant,  to  each 
Regiment  of  the  Regular  Forces.     Also, 

That  the  men  to  be  inlisted  in  the  Regiment  of  Rangers 
and  Riflemen,  be  approved  of  by  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  each  Regiment,  respectively,  as  expert  Riflemen.  And, 

That  the  Captains  in  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  who 
shall  first  send,  bring,  or  cause  to  be  brought,  to  the  Regi- 
mental Head-Quarters,  sixty  Men,  approved  as  aforesaid, 
such  Captains  shall  take  priority  of  rank,  respectively,  in 
the  said  Regiment;  and  the  said  Captains,  respectively, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment,  shall, 
appoint  their  Lieutenants,  Ensign,  and  Non-Commissioned 
Officers.     And  also. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Regular  Forces  of  this  Colony, 
both  Naval  and  Military,  shall,  upon  any  emergency,  and 
when  the  Congress  or  Council  of  Safety  shall  think  proper, 
be  liable,  under  either  of  their  order  and  direction,  to  serve 
and  act  in  any  part  of  tliis  or  of  a  neighbouring  Colony. 
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And  whereas  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  put  any  of  the 
Forces  of  this  Colony  upon  the  Continental  establishment, 
so  as  to  be  subject  to  Continental  Articles,  and  entitled  only 
to  Continental  Pay,  and  to  their  discharge  in  December 
next ;  it  being  more  proper  to  keep  all  the  Colony  Troops 
•  upon  the  present  footing,  as  to  their  quantum  of  pay,  their 
articles,  and  the  time  of  inlistment : 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  do  return 
^he  thanks  of  this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress  for 
their  attention  to  its  security ;  that  they  state  the  peculiar 
circumstances  and  the  heavy  expenses  which  have  been, 
and  will  be  incurred,  by  this  Colony,  in  the  measures  neces- 
sary for  her  defence ;  and  that  they  do  request  die  Conti- 
nental Congress  to  allow  this  Colony  so  much  Money  as 
the  expenses  of  three  Battalions,  upon  the  Continental  es- 
tablishment, would  amount  to  for  one  year ;  and  to  give 
Continental  Rank  to  the  Officers  of  the  three  Regiinents 
raised  in  June,  and  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  raised  in 
November,  (rom  the  dates  of  their  respective  Commissions, 
or,  at  least,  from  the  1st  day  of  November,  when  they  re- 
solved to  allow  this  Colony  three  Battalions. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Officers  and  Men  in  the  Naval 
and  Military  Forces  of  this  Colony  shall  take  the  same  oath 
of  fidelity  as  is  prescribed  in  the  Rules  and  Articles  for  the 
government  of  the  Troops. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  \\ill,  by  ballot,  elect  the 
Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen  to  be  raised, 
separately. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  Captains  for  the  said  Re- 
giment be  also  elected,  by  ballot,  by  the  Members  of  Con- 
gress. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  being  put,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  of  the  two  Companies  of 
Artillery,  to  be  raised  for  the   defence  of  Beaufort  and 
'  Georgetown,  be  also  balloted  for,  to-morrow,  by  the  Mem- 
bers of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  proceed  to  ballot  for 
the  said  Officers  to-morrow  afternoon. 

Captain  Leger,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of 
Charles  King  Chitty,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

Colonel  Powell,  from  the  Committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port the  number  of  country  IMilitia  necessary  to  replace  the 
detachments  to  be  discharged  the  1st  day  of  March  next, 
and  in  rotation  to  do  constant  duty  in  and  near  Charles- 
town — the  means  of  obliging  absentees  liable  to  bear  arms, 
to  return — the  best  division  of  the  country  Militia — and 
such  measures  as  will  tend  to  render  the  Militia  most  ser- 
viceable, delivered  in  a  further  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Motte,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  John 
Sigell,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  likewise  post- 
poned. 

Colonel  Powell,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of 
Joseph  Buffington,  delivered  in  their  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  that  Report  be  also 
postponed. 

Captain  Roger  Smith,  from  the  Committee  to  inquire 
and  report  the  quantity  of  Flour  now  in  Charlcstoimi ;  the 
quantity  that  will  be  wanted ;  the  best  means  of  obtaining 
Salt,  Sugar,  Rum,  and  other  necessaries,  on  reasonable 
terms;  with  the  causes  of,  and  remedies  for,  the  present 
impositions  in  the  advanced  prices  on  the  necessaries  of 
life,  other  conrmodities  and  labour ;  delivered  in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  said  Report  also 
be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


In  Congress,  Friday,  February  23,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  Mustermaster-General  be  appointed 
for  the  Naval  and  Land  Forces  of  this  Colony,  with  power 
fto  appoint  one  Deputy. 

Ordered,    That  Colonel  Gadsden,   Colonel   Moultrie, 


Colonel  Motte,  Colonel  Gervais,  and  Dr.  Oliphant,  be  a 
Committee  to  ascertain  and  rcjiort  the  special  duties  of  the 
said  Mustermaster-General. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  Report  on  the  state  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  Co- 
lony, and  made  some  progress  therein. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Friday  Evening,  February  23,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  election  of  Field-Offi- 
cers  for  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen  to  be  raised,  be  deter- 
mined by  a  majority  of  ballots  of  the  whole  number  of 
Members  present  in  Congress,  and  not  otherwise. 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  put,  the  Con- 
gress divided.     The  yeas  went  forth. 
rn,  ,,       5  ^"''  ^^^  yeas.  Captain  Sumpter. 
^  ^'^>  "^  for  the  nays.  Captain  Benjamin  Huger. 

So  that  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Colonel  of 
the  said  Regiment. 

And  Isaac  Huger,  Esq.,  was  declared,  by  majority  of 
votes,  duly  elected. 

The  Lieutenant-Colonel  was  then  balloted  for, 

And  Alexander  Mcintosh,  Esq.,  declared  duly  elected, 
by  a  majority  of  votes. 

The  Major  was  next  balloted  for, 

And  Benjamin  Huger,  Esq.,  declared,  in  like  manner, 
duly  elected. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  Captains  for  the  Regi- 
ment of  Riflemen  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

A  debate  arose ;  and  the  question  being  put.  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  tlie  Captain 
to  command  the  Company  of  Artillery,  to  be  raised  for  the 
defence  of  Georgetovtm ;  and  also  for  the  Captain  of  a  like 
Company,  for  the  defence  of  Fort  Lytlleton,  Port-Royal. 

And  the  majority  of  votes,  for  the  former,  were  declared 
to  be  in  favour  of  Paul  Trapier,  Jun.,  Esq.;  and  for  the  - 
latter,  in  favour  of  William  Harden,  Esq. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  February  24,  1776. 
The  Congi'ess  met. 
And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Privates  in  the  Regiment  of  Rifle- 
men to  be  raised,  shall  remain,  and  be  continued,  in  the 
same  Companies  wherein  they  were  respectively  first  in- 
listed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Publick  Account^' 
do,  and  they  are  hereby  required,  to  give  all  possible  ai" 
and  assistance  to  Colonel  Gadsden,  or  the  CommandinS 
Officer  of  the  Colony  Forces  for  the  time  being,  and  also  t° 
Captain  John  Copithom,  in  procuring  and  supplying  al' 
such  articles  for  the  jiublick  service,  as  the  said  Command- 
ing Officer  shall,  from  time  to  time,  apply  for. 

Read  a  Petition  of  Thomas  Farr,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Clerk  of 
the  late  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  with  his  Account 
against  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  such  Members  of  the  present  Congress  as  were 
members  of  the  said  Commons  House  on  Publick  Accounts. 

Whereas  a  Constitutional  Post  is  now  established,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Continental  Congress:  And  whereas  it 
is  of  the  utmost  consequence,  in  the  present  time  of  immi- 
nent danger,  that  the  Post-riders  do  not  meet  with  the  least 
delay  in  their  progress : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended,  and  it  is 
hereby  recommended,  to  the  Keepers  of  all  the  Publick 
Ferries  in  tins  Colony,  to  give  all  possible  despatch  to  the 
passage  of  the  Constitutional  Post-riders  over  their  respec- 
tive Ferries. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Bee,  Captain  John  Huger,  Colonel 
Richardson,  Colonel  Thomas,  Captain  Hammond,  Major 
Henderson,  Mr.  John  Owen,  Colonel  Thomson,  Captain 
Harrington,  Mr.  De  Saussure,  Captain  Si7nons,  and  Dr. 
Farrar,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  Commbsioners 
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to  contract  for  the  making,  or  purchasing  already  made, 
any  number,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  stand,  of  good 
Rifles,  with  good  bridle-lociis,  and  ])roper  furniture,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  price  of  thirty  Pounds  each ;  the  barrels  of  the 
Rifles  to  be  made  not  to  weigh  less  than  seven  pounds  and 
a  half,  or  be  less  tiian  three  feet  eight  inches  long,  and 
carrying  balls  of  about  half  an  ounce  weight;  and  those 
new  ones  already  made,  not  to  be  less  than  three  feet  four 
inches  long  in  the  barrel.  Also  for  the  making,  or  purcha- 
sing already  made,  one  thousand  stand  of  good  smooth- 
bored  Muskets,  carrying  an  ounce  ball,  with  good  bridle- 
locks  and  furniture,  iron  ramrods  and  bayonets,  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  twenty  Pounds  each ;  the  Muskets  to  be  made 
to  be  three  feet  six  inches  long  in  the  barrel,  and  the  bayo- 
nets seventeen  inches  long.  The  power  of  the  Commission- 
ers to  continue  during  six  months.  And  they  are  required, 
from  time  to  time,  to  cause  the  Rifles  and  Muskets  by  them 
purchased,  to  be  dehvered  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  who 
are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  their  drafts  for  such  Anns. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Captain 
Aitkin  and  Mr.  Russell,  was  taken  under  consideration ; 
and  the  same  being  gone  through, 

Ordered,  That  the  Ship  Fort-Henderson  be  forthwith 
discharged,  agreeable  to  the  prayer  of  the  Petitioners. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized,  to  contract  with  Mr.  Kershaw  for  all  the 
Flour  and  Ship-bread  he  can  supply,  on  the  publick  ac- 
count ;  the  delivery  thereof  to  be  at  the  risk  of  the  publick 
from  capture  by  the  enemy. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Saturday  Afternoon,  February  24,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

A  Memorial,  signed  by  twenty-one  Officers  of  the  coun- 
try Militia,  now  doing  duty  in  Charlestovm,  was  presented 
and  read. 

Mr.  President,  by  desire  of  the  Congress,  requested  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Turquand  that  he  would  perform  Divine  ser- 
vice in  Congress  to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  half  past  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Sunday,  February  25,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turqand  performed  Divine  service,  and 
received  the  thanks  of  the  Congress. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  Rifles, 
or  either  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  to  agree  with  any  pereon  to  make  a  Rifle  of  a 
new  and  different  construction  from  the  kind  they  have 
power  to  purchase  by  the  Resolution  of  yesterday ;  and 
that,  if  the  Council  of  Safety  shall  approve  of  the  con- 
struction, they  may  contract  for  the  purchasing  and  making 
such  kind  of  Rifles. 

Ordered,  That  the  Memorial  delivered  in  yesterday,  do 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  Captains 
of  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen. 

And  the  ballots  being  counted,  it  appeared  that  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were,  by  majority  of  votes,  duly  elected  : 
TIezekiah  Maham,  Benjamin  Tutt,  George  Cogdell,  Wil- 
liam Richardson,  Richard  Richardson,  Jun.,  William  Hen- 
derson, and  John  Bowie,  Esquires. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Monday,  February  26,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  President  declared  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  that 
had  been  yesterday,  by  majority  of  votes,  elected  Captains 
for  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen. 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
with  Colonel  Gadsden,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  ne- 
cessity and  expediency  of  immediately  raising  afiother  Re- 
giment of  Riflemen,  for  the  service  of  this  Colony ;  and 
that  they  do  report  thereon  to-morrow. 


A  Petition  of  Robert  Cunningham,  proposing  to  observe 
a  neutrality,  was  presented  and  read. 

Captain  Maham,  Captain  Richard  Richardson,  and  Ma- 
jor Henderson,  yesterday  elected  Captains  for  the  Regiment 
of  Riflemen,  respectively  declined  accepting  Commissions 
in  that  Regiment ;  the  two  former  alleging,  among  other 
reasons,  that  they  already  commanded  Volunteer  Compa- 
nies, to  which  their  particular  attention  was  due,  and  with 
which  they  should  always  be  ready  to  go  forth  and  render 
their  best  services  to  the  Colony  ;  and  the  latter,  that  being 
a  Field-Officer  of  a  new  Regiment,  composed  entirely  of 
Volunteers,  the  publick  service  required  his  continuance  in 
that  station. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  forthwith  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  three  other  Captains,  for  the  Regiment  of  Ri- 
flemen, in  the  room  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  declined 
to  serve. 

The  said  Captains  were  accordingly  immediately  balloted 
for;  and  the  following  gentlemen,  declared  duly  elected,  by 
a  majority  of  votes,  viz :  Francis  Prince,  Thomas  Potts,  Da- 
vid Anderson,  Esquires.  ' 

Adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday,  February  27,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Church-wardens  of  the  Parishes  of  St.  Philip  and 
St.  Michael,  Charlestown,  returned  Alexander  Moultrie, 
Esquire,  as  duly  elected,  yesterday,  to  be  a  Member  of  the 
present  Congress,  for  Charlestovm,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Miles  Bretcton,  Esquire. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moultrie,  (who  attended,)  do  take  his 
seat  accordingly. 

Read  a  Letter  from  Jonathan  Doivns,  Esq.,  dated  the  25th 
instant,  acquainting  the  Congress  that  he  was  on  his  way  to 
Charlestovm,  with  Patrick  Cunningham,  Hugh  Brovm,  and 
William  Duggins,  three  of  the  late  Insurgents,  as  Prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  issue  his  Warrant  for 
the  immediate  commitment  of  the  said  Patrick  Cunning- 
ham,, Hugh  Broitm,  and  William  Duggins,  to  the  common 
Jail  in  Charlestoivn. 

And  a  Warrant  was  issued  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  of  the  Companies  of  Artil- 
lery, to  be  raised  and  posted  at  Fort  Lyttleton  and  George- 
toum,  shall  have  rank  in  the  Army  as  they  shall  respectively 
have  made  Returns  to  the  Parochial  Committees,  of  their 
having  raised  sixty  men  ;  the  said  Returns  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ensigns  in  the  Regiment  of  Rifle- 
men be  allowed  a  daily  pay  of  thirty-two  Shillings  and  six 
Pence.  ■* 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gervais,  Colonel  C.  C.  Pinck- 
ney,  Major  CatteU,  Captain  Lynch,  and  Doctor  Oliphant, 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  the  best  ways  and 
means  of  supplying  the  Colony  Troops  and  Militia  with  Ra- 
tions. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Publick  Accounts  do 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  and  report 
thereon  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  Edtvard  Rutledge,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
have  leave  to  return. 

Mr.  Rutledge,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  necessity  and  expediency  of  raising  another  Regiment 
of  Riflemen,  for  the  service  of  this  Colony,  delivered  in  a 
Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  eleven  o'clock  to  morrow. 

In  Congress,  Wednesday,  February  28,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Congress  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  neces- 
sity and  expediency  of  raising  another  Regiment  of  Rifle- 
men. 


583 


SOUTH-CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  FEBRUARY,  1776. 


584 


A  motion  was  made,  that  a  question  be  put,  whether  a 
Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen  shall  be  raised  ? 

A  debate  ensued,  and  the  question  being  put,  tlie  Con- 
gress divided. 

The  yeas  went  forth  :   Yeas,  51  ;  nays,  37. 
■rp  u        \  For  the  yeas,  Mr.  Salvador. 

'  5  For  the  nays,  Colonel  Pinckney. 

So  that  it  was  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 

A  motion  was.  made,  that  the  said  Regiment  sliall  con- 
sist of  seven  hundred  Men. 

A  debate  arose,  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  in  the 
negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  tlie  said  Regiment  shall 
consist  of  six  hundred  Men. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  in 
the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  Colonel  be  appointed  to 
command  the  said  Regiment. 

A  debate  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  expediency  of  rais- 
ing another  Regiment  of  Riflemen  being  gone  through. 

Resolved,  That  a  Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  to  rank 
as  the  Sixth  Regiment,  in  the  Colony  service,  be  raised  as 
soon  as  possible,  to  consist  of  five  Companies,  of  one  hun- 
dred men  each,  under  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant, 
and  a  Major,  upon  the  same  terms  and  establishment  as  the 
First  Regiment  of  Riflemen. 

Major  Cattell,  from  the  Committee  to  consider  and  report 
the  bast  ways  and  means  to  supply  the  Troops  and  Militia 
with  Rations,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow  morning. 

Upon  an  application  by  Mr.  George  Ancrum,  Jun., 
Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  write  to  Georgia,  to 
request  the  good  offices  of  the  Congress  or  Council  of 
Safely  there,  to  enable  Mr.  Ancrum  to  export  from  thence 
to  this  Colony  certain  Goods,  the  property  of  the  said  An- 
crum,  which  had  been  detained  for  the  Indian  trade. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Thursday,  February  29,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  yesterday,  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  on  the  best  ways  and  means  of  supplying  the 
Troops  and  Militia  with  Rations,  was  taken  mto  considera- 
tion. 

On  motion,  to  disagree  with  a  part  of  the  said  Report, 
recommending  an  allowance  of  (not  exceeding)  forty  Shil- 
lings per  day  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Commissary-General,  a 
debate  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

The  said  Report  having  been  fully  debated  and  amend- 
ed, the  Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  there- 
upon, viz : 

Resolved,  That  a  Commissary-General  be  appointed  to 
supply  the  Colony  Troops  and  Militia  with  Rations ;  and 
also  to  supply  the  Hospital  with  such  Provisions  as  the 
Director  shall  require. 

That  the  said  Commissary-General  be  allowed  as  many 
Deputy-Commissaries  and  Clerks  as,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Council  of  Safety,  he  may  judge  necessary ;  the 
said  Deputy-Commissaries  and  Clerks  to  be  approved  by 
the  Council  of  Safety,  who  shall  be  informed  by  the  Com- 
missary-General what  branch  of  service  they  are  to  be  em- 
ployed in.  And  the  Council  of  Safety  are  empowered  to 
allow  such  salaries  to  the  Clerks  so  a])jX3inted  as  they  siiall 
deem  sufficient,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  Pounds  per 
annum,  and  one  Ration  each  per  day. 

That  the  Commissary-General  shall  be  allowed  a  salary 
of  two  thousand  Pounds,  currency,  per  annum ;  and  each 
Deputy  a  pay  not  exceeding  three  Pounds  per  day,  and 
two  Rations  ;  and,  also,  such  boat-hire,  and  other  charges, 
as  the  Council  of  Safety  may  think  reasonable.  And  that 
orders  to  the  Commissary-General  shall  be  issued  in  writing, 
from  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  the  Commander  of  the 
Troops  for  the  time  being. 

That  tlie  Commissary  shall  give  bond,  with  surety,  for 


ten  thousand  Pounds,  duly  to  account  for  the  Moneys  that 
may  be  advanced  to  him.  And  that  he  shall,  once  in  every 
month,  make  a  return  to  the  Commander-in-Chief;  and  once 
in  every  three  months  render  an  account,  on  oath,  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  of  what  Provisions  he  hath  purchased, 
what  has  been  delivered  to  each  corps  respectively,  what 
remains  on  hand,  and  at  what  places  ;  and  that  the  accounts 
rendered  by  the  Deputies  to  the  Commissary-General  shall 
also  be  on  oath. 

That  the  Commissary-General  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
acquaint  the  Council  of  Safety  with  his  proceedings ;  point 
out  abuses,  and  the  proper  remedies  for  them  ;  represent  the 
best  mode  to  be  pursued  for  supplying  the  Army  plentifully, 
regularly,  and  at  the  same  time  with  economy ;  and  he 
shall  have  timely  notice  at  what  places  magazines  are  to  be 
formed,  of  what  quantity  and  quality. 

That  no  money  be  paid  for  Rations  that  have  not  been 
drawn  ;  and  whatsoever  Officer,  whether  Commissary-Ge- 
neral, Deputy -Commissary,  or  Clerk,  shall  pay  for  such 
Rations,  he  shall  be  dismissed  from  his  office.  And  that, 
if  the  Commissary-General  shall  apprehend  more  Rations 
have  been  drawn  by  any  corps  than  they  have  a  right  to, 
he  shall  immediately  acquaint  the  Council  of  Safety  there- 
of. 

That  the  price  of  Rations  shall  not  be  fixed  ;  but  that 
the  Commissary-General  shall  be  empowered  to  purchase 
Provisions  on  the  best  terms,  or  to  contract  for  them,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  whose  drafts 
or  certificates,  if  approved  by  the  said  Council,  shall  be  an- 
swered. 

That,  besides  the  Rations  of  Beef  and  Pork  already 
allowed  by  the  present  Congress,  there  shall  also  be  allow- 
ed one  pound  of  Bread,  Flour  or  Ship-bread,  or  one  pint 
and  a  half  of  Rice,  each  man,  per  day  ;  also.  Salt  and  Vine- 
gar, not  exceeding  one  pint  per  month  of  each  ;  and  two 
pounds  of  Pepper  (if  to  be  had)  per  day,  for  each  Regi- 
ment of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  in  that  propor- 
tion to  other  Regiments  ;  and. 

That  the  Council  of  Safety  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  to  remove  or  suspend  the  Commissary-General, 
or  any  Deputy-Commissary,  for  malpractices  or  incapacity, 
on  a  hearing ;  and  to  appoint  others  in  their  room,  during 
tlie  recess  of  Congress. 

Colonel  C.  C.  Pinckney,  from  the  Committee  appointed 
to  confer  with  Mr.  De  Brahm,  reported,  and  recommended 
it  as  an  expedient  measure  to  retain  him  in  the  Colony  ser- 
vice. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  Mr.  De  Brahm  be  re- 
tained in  the  Colony  service,  as  an  Engineer,  upon  the  terms 
proposed  yesterday. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  being  put,  it  was  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  every  Member  of  Congress  who  has  left 
it,  or  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  thereof,  without 
leave,  and  does  not  reside  more  than  sixty  miles  from 
Charlestoum,  shall  be  sent  for  at  his  own  expense. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Kershaw,  Captain  Alexander  Moul- 
trie, and  Captain  Roger  Smith,  be  a  Committee  to  draw  a 
)iroper  form  of  Accounts  to  be  delivered  in  against  the  pub- 
lick,  for  the  service  of  drafts  of  Militia,  and  lay  the  same 
before  this  Congress. 

Two  Accounts  of  Richard  Savage,  for  attendance  and 
Medicines  to  some  of  the  drafted  Militia,  who  had  fallen 
sick,  were  delivered  in,  amounting  together  to  eighty-nine 
Pounds  ten  Shillings. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Publick  Accounts. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

In  Congress,  Thursday  Evening,  February  29,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  Field-Officers 
for  the  Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  separately. 

And  Thomas  Sumpter,  Esq.,  was  declared,  by  majority 
of  votes,  to  be  duly  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel  Com- 
nifindant, 

•'  And  William  Henderson,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the  said  Regi- 
mefit. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  balloting  for  the  Captains 
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in  the  said  Regiment  be  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock,  to-mor- 
row morning. 

A  debate  ensued,  and  the  question  being  put,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Friday,  March  1,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  Captains  in  the 
Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen. 

And  the  ballots  being  reckoned,  the  following  gentlemen 
were  declared  duly  elected,  by  majority  of  votes,  viz  :  Sam- 
uel Taylor,  James  Duff,  George  fVade,  Richard  Richard- 
son, Jun.,  and  William,  Brown,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  no  Vessels  whatsoever  shall  pass  any 
armed  posts  in  the  Rivers  and  Inlets,  or  on  the  Coast  of  this 
Colony,  until  a  satisfactory  account  shall  have  been  given 
of  them  at  such  posts ;  and  that  publick  notice  be  given 
of  this  Resolution. 

Resolved,  That  publick  notice  be  given  that  a  Commis- 
sary-General is  wanted ;  and  that  the  nombation  of  that 
officer  be  by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Loivndes,  with  Colonel  Parsons, 
being  returned  from  Georgia,  Mr.  Lovxtides  reported,  that 
he,  with  Colonel  Parsons  and  Captain  Savage,  having 
found  the  Congress  of  that  Colony  dissolved,  they  made 
every  representation  to  the  Council  of  Safety  to  induce 
them  to  co-operate  with  this  Colony  in  continuing  the  Non- 
Exportation  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress ;  that 
the  Council  represented  to  them  the  great  opposition,  in 
Savannah,  to  the  measures  of  Congress,  which  had  not  en- 
tered into  any  decisive  resolve  on  that  head  ;  but  that  they 
would  do  eveiything  in  their  power  to  co-operate  with  us ; 
and,  in  short,  that  it  was  their  opinion,  unless  this  Colony 
interfered  in  a  forcible  manner,  exportation  would  speedily 
take  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  returned 
to  the  Honourable  Mr.  Lowndes,  Colonel  Parsons,  and 
Captain  Savage,  for  the  zeal  and  diligence  they  have  ex- 
erted in  the  discharge  of  the  business  for  which  they  were 
delegated  by  this  Congress  to  go  to  Georgia. 

And  thanks  were  accordingly  returned  to  those  gentle- 
men. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  BuU,  in  addition  to  the  detach- 
ments in  Savannah,  from  the  Regiment  under  his  com- 
mand, do  forthwith,  from  the  most  convenient  parts  of 
Greenville  County,  march  as  many  men,  including  the  draft 
already  ordered  for  Charlestown,  to  reinforce  those  detach- 
ments, as  he  shall  think  proper.  And  that  Colonel  Pinck- 
ney  do  immediately  detach,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  men, 
such  as  shall  offer  themselves  volunteers,  from  the  Militia 
now  in  Charlestoion,  and  cause  them  to  be  conveyed  or 
marched  to  Savannah,  to  join  the  forces  under  the  orders  of 
the  Commanding  Officer  from  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Lowndes, 
and  Mr.  John  Rutledge,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  form 
of  Orders  proper  to  be  given  to  Colonel  Bull. 

Resolved,  That  one  Paymaster  be  appointed  for  the  two 
Regiments  of  Riflemen  resolved  to  be  raised. 

Rssolved,  Tiiat  this  Congress  will  immediately  proceed 
to  ballot  for  a  Paymaster  for  the  two  Regiments  of  Rifle- 
men. 

And  that  officer  being  balloted  for  accordingly,  Richard 
Mercer,  Esq.,  was  declared,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  duly 
elected. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  March  2,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Mr.  Rutledge,  from  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  form  of 
Orders  proper  to  be  delivered  to  Colonel  Bull,  made  a  Re- 
port, which,  being  amended,  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

South-  Carolina  : 

[By  authority  of  Congress.] 

To  Stephen  Bull,  Esq.,  Colonel,  or  to  the  Commanding 


Officer  for  the  time  being,  of  the   Soitth-Carolina 
Forces  ordered  to  act  in  aid  of  Georgia. 

Whereas  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  attempts  will 
be  made  to  cause  the  merchant  vessels  in  Savannah  River 
to  sail  with  their  cargoes  ;  and  as  such  a  proceeding  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  America,  it  becomes  this 
Colony  to  aid  the  friends  of  America  in  Georgia,  by  endea- 
vouring, with  them,  efiectually  to  prevent  the  said  vessels 
sailing  with  their  cargoes  ;  therefore  you  are  hereby  orders 
ed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Colonel  of  the  Continental 
forces  in  Georgia,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  friends 
of  America  in  that  Colony,  to  take  post  on  either  side  of 
Savannah  River,  with  the  troops  under  your  command,  and 
use  every  effort  in  your  power  to  incapacitate  those  vessels 
from  proceeding  with  their  cargoes  on  their  several  voyages ; 
and  to  that  end,  cause  them  to  be  forthwith  unrigged,  their 
ruddei-s  taken  off",  and  their  sails  and  ruddere  deposited  in 
some  secure  place,  or  kept  under  a  proper  guard. 

You  are  also  ordered,  under  the  direction  and  with  the 
concurrence  aforesaid,  to  give  every  aid  in  your  power  fo^ 
repelling  insurrections  and  invasions  there,  and  securing  and 
imprisoning  every  person  in  Georgia  whose  going  at  large 
may  be  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America,  or  the  security 
of  that  Colony. 

Having  executed  these  orders,  you  are,  either  with  all  or 
a  part  of  the  forces  under  your  command,  to  return  to  this 
Colony,  or  remain  in  Georgia,  at  your  discretion,  and  so  act, 
under  the  direction,  and  with  the  concurrence  aforesaid,  as 
you  shall  think  most  advantageous  to  the  American  cause, 
until  you  shall  receive  further  instructions  from  the  Congress 
or  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Colony  ;  to  whom  you  are, 
from  time  to  time,  to  transmit  full  information  of  your  pro- 
ceedings. 

Ordered,  That  an  engrossed  copy  of  the  above  Orders 
be  forthwith  made  out,  signed  by  Mr.  President,  and  deli- 
vered to  Colonel  BvM. 

All  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds  be  ad- 
vanced to  Colonel  BuU,  for  the  above  service ;  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  him. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Hammond,  Mr.  Richard  Waring, 
and  Mr.  Douxsaint,  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  Publick 
Accounts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Jacob  Motte  and  Captain  Alexan- 
der Moultrie,  be  added  to  the  Commissioners  for  signing  the 
first  emission  of  Money,  by  authority  of  Congress ;  and  that 
Mr.  John  Izard,  Captain  William  Skirving,  Mr.  Richard 
Waring,  Captain  Robert  Ladson,  Mr.  Elias  Horry,  Jun., 
and  Captain  Benjamin  Smith,  be  added  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  signing  the  second  emission,  under  the  same  au- 
thority. 

Mr.  Salvadoi;  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Report 
on  the  state  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  lately  in 
commotion,  was  recommitted,  reported  on  the  part  which 
had  been  recommitted. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  form  a  plan 
of  Government,  do  forthwith  sit,  and  that  they  do  report 
to-morrow. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Sunday,  March  3,  1778. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Powell,  Mr.  Edwards,  Mr.  Neuf- 
ville.  Captain  Roger  Smith,  Captain  Trapier,  Mr.  Salva- 
dor, and  Mr.  Matthews,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of 
ways  and  means  for  payment  of  the  services  already  voted ; 
and  that  they  do  report  to-morrow. 

Read  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  o{  St.  Bartholomew's 
Parish,  dated  the  29th  past,  inclosing  an  Inventory  of  the 
Estate  and  Effects  of  John  Stuart,  Esq.,  in  that  Parish,  taken 
in  consequence  of  the  Order  of  Congress  of  the  3d. 

The  Congress  proceeded,  on  the  Order  of  the  Day,  to 
consider  the  recommitted  part  of  the  Report  on  the  state  of 
the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  lately  in  commotion. 

After  some  time  spent  in  debate  thereon. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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In  Congre»«,  Monday,  March  4,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  laid  before  the 
Congress  a  Letter  which  he  had  last  night  received  from 
Mr.  Habersham,  in  Georgia,  dated  Savannah,  February  28, 
1776,  representuig  the  present  state  of  publick  affairs  in 
that  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Simon  Berwick  be  added  to  the  Coni- 
missionere  for  signing  the  first  emission  of  Money  ordered  by 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  forthwith  written  to  Colonel 
Bull,  enclosing  to  him  a  copy  of  the  Letter  received  from 
Savannah. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Kershaw  be  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Publick  Accounts. 

Colonel  Charles  Cotesworih  Pinckney,  from  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  prepare  such  a  plan  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment as  will  best  produce  the  happiness  of  the  People,  and 
most  effectually  secure  peace  and  goed  order  in  the  Colony, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  present  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Colonies,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  detennination  wiien  the  said  Report 
sliall  be  taken  into  consideration,  be  postponed  till  to-mor- 
row morning,  eleven  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Members  of  Congress  within  sixty 
miles  of  Charlestown,  who  are  still  absent,  be  forthwith  sent 
lor,  by  special  messengers,  at  their  own  expense. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tenncnt,  from  the  Committee  to  whom 
the  Petition  of  William  Hill,  relative  to  a  Bloomery,  was 
referred,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday,  March  5,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  apjx)inted  to  superintend 
and  promote  the  making  of  Gunpowder  in  this  Colony,  do 
forthwith  make  a  Report  of  their  proceedings  to  this  Con- 
gress. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Powell,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent, 
Mr.  Corbett,  Colonel  Gervais,  Mr.  Felder,  and  Mr.  Ker- 
shaw, be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  the  best  means 
of  erecting  a  Powder-Mill,  and  of  promoting  the  making  of 
Gunpowder  in  this  Colony. 

Mr.  President  of  the  Council  of  Safety  laid  before  the 
Congress  the  following  Papers,  received  this  moming,  by 
cjcpress,  from  Georgia,  and  addressed  to  their  Board,  viz : 

A  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Georgia,  dated 
Savannah,  the  1st  instant. 

Another  from  the  same,  dated  the  2d  instant. 

Copy  of  certain  Resolutions  entered  into  by  said  Council, 
same  date. 

Copy  of  a  Proclamation  issued  by  said  Council,  same 
date. 

Resolved,  That  the  unanimous  thanks  of  this  Congress  be 
returned,  by  Mr.  President,  to  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
Georgia,  in  terms  of  the  highest  approbation  of  their  noble 
and  spirited  conduct. 

A  Return  was  made  of  the  election  of  T%o»i««  Tudor 
Tucker,  Esquire,  on  the  26th  past,  to  be  a  Member  of  the 
present  Congress,  to  represent  the  Parish  of  St.  George, 
Dorchester. 

Notice  being  at  the  same  time  given  that  Mr.  Tucker  de- 
clined to  serve, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  the  said  Parish  of  St. 
George,  Dorchester,  do  forthwith  take  the  proper  measures 
for  filling  up  the  vacancy. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent,  from  the  Committee  to  consider 
and  report  the  best  means  of  promoting  the  making  of  Nitre 
in  this  Colony,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Peronneau  and  Benjamin  Dart, 
Esquires,  joint  Publick  Treasurers,  be  ordered  forthwith  to 
lay  before  this  Congress  an  exact  state  of  the  Treasury 
under  their  care. 


Ordered,  That  they  be  immediately  served  with  a  copy 
of  the  above  Resolve. 

Captain  Roger  Smith,  from  the  Committee  to  consider  of 
ways  and  means  for  payment  of  the  services  already  voted, 
delivered  in  a  Report. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President,  Mr.  John  Rutledge,  Co- 
lonel Powell,  Colonel  C.  C.  Pinckney,  and  Captain  >SAw- 
brick,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  proper  Rules  and  Articles 
for  the  better  regulation  and  government  of  the  Navy  of  tliis 
Colony. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  in  the  Order  of  the  Day. 

After  a  considerable  time  spent  in  debate, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  this  Congress  do  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  Report  on  the  plan  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment until  May  next. 

A  debate  arose,  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  in  the 
negative. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  TTiursday  morn'mg 
next,  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  take  into  consideration 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  who  were  appointed,  by  bal- 
lot, to  prepare  such  a  plan  or  form  of  Government  as  will 
best  produce  the  happiness  of  the  People,  and  effectually 
secure  peace  and  good  order  in  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Wednesday,  March  6,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  the  following  copy 
of  the  Letter,  written  by  their  order,  to  Georgia  : 

Charlestown,  South-Carolina,  March  5,  1776. 

[By  authority  of  Congress.] 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  Georgia  : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letters  of  the  1st  and  2d  instant,  and 
your  resolutions,  order,  and  proclamation  of  those  dates,  were 
laid  before  the  Congress,  transfusing  a  general  and  perfect 
joy.  And  the  Congress,  sensible  of  the  vast  importance 
which  your  exemplary  conduct  must  be  of  to  the  American 
cause,  unanimously  voted  their  thanks ;  and  I  have  the  ho- 
nour thus  to  transmit  them  to  you,  for  your  having  decisively 
taken  the  noble,  politick,  and  vigorous  resolution,  that  the 
vessels  in  the  ports  of  Savannah,  ready  to  sail  contrary  to 
the  interest  of  America,  shall  be  forthwith  unrigged  and  un- 
ruddered ;  and  that,  rather  than  the  enemy  shall  possess 
those  vessels  and  your  Capital,  all  shall  perish  in  a  noble 
conflagration,  lighted  by  yourselves — an  instance  of  heroick 
principle  not  exceeded  by  any,  and  equalled  but  by  few,  in 
history. 

Your  conduct,  in  citing  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  Savan- 
nah as  had  abandoned  their  possessions  in  that  town  to 
return  to  its  defence,  under  penalty  of  being  deemed  to 
have  deserted  such  property,  and  of  being  excluded  from 
any  support  towards  obtaining  an  indemnification  for  any 
loss  they  may  sustain  by  a  general  conflagration,  received 
the  highest  applause,  as  being  worthy  of  imitation  ;  the  poli- 
cy and  justice  of  the  measure  are  equally  conspicuous. 

In  short,  the  Congress  feel  the  greatest  satisfaction  from 
their  having  anticipated  your  call  for  assistance ;  it  is  suffi- 
cient that  we  know  our  friends  stand  in  need  of  our  aid.  We 
hope  that  our  forces  under  Colonel  Bull  will  fully  accommo- 
date your  necessities ;  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  •  we 
shall  continue  to  afford  to  the  friends  of  America  in  Geor- 
gia, every  support  in  our  power. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 

'  William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 

Mr.  Peronneau  and  Mr.  Dart,  in  conformity  to  the  Order 
of  yesterday,  attended,  and  delivered  in  the  following  : 
"  State  of  the  Paper  Currency  in  the  Publick  Treasury  of 

South-Carolina. 
Of  lawful  Bills  of  Credit,  so  torn  and 
obliterated  as  not  to  be  current,  of  va- 
rious denominations,  about,       ...  £50,000     0     0 
Of  Tax  Certificates  and  Publick  Orders, 

out  of  date,  and  kept  to  be  destroyed,  20,620  0  0 
Of  Certificates  issued  by  the  House  of 

Assembly, 17,900     0     0 

Of  Certificates  issued  by  the  Congress,    -  23   15     0 
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There  is  owing,  on  Bonds  to  the  King, 

for  Negro  Duties, "l      11,693  12  10 

And  on  Notes  to  the  Joint  Treasurers  for 

other  duties, 18,693  18     4 


March  6,  1776. 
Signed : 


£118,931     6     2 


Henry  Pehonneau, 
Benjamin  Dart, 

Joint  Puhlick  Treasurers." 


Tiie  Report  from  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means, 
for  payment  of  the  services  already  voted,  was  taken  into 
consideration. 

And  the  said  Report  having  been  debated  and  amended, 
the  Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon, 
viz: 

Whereas  it  appears  that,  on  the  28th  day  of  Febntary, 
after  discharging  the  services  now  due,  there  remains  in  the 
Colony  Treasury  no  more  of  the  one  million  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  Pounds,  issued  by  authority  of  Con- 
gress, than  three  hundred  thousand  Pounds :  And  whereas 
the  charge  of  the  Naval  and  Military  establishments,  calcu- 
lated from  the  1st  instant  to  the  1st  of  January  next,  will 
amount  to  one  million  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seventy-six  Pounds  ;  so  that,  should  this 
Colony  obtain  the  allowance  for  three  Continental  Batta- 
lions, with  rations  at  three  Shillings  per  man,  per  day, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  thousand  three 
hundred  Pounds,  with  the  sum  remaining  in  the  Treasur)', 
there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-six  Pounds ;  and  there 
may  be  wanted,  for  contingencies,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  thousand  and  twenty -four  Pounds  more  : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Pounds,  currency,  in  Bills  or 
Certificates,  in  the  quantities,  and  of  the  denominations  fol- 
lowing, be  stamped  or  printed,  signed,  and  lodged  in  the 
Treasury,  viz : 

2,000  bills  of  one  hundred  Pounds  each ; 
3,700  bills  of  fifty  Pounds  each  ; 
5,200  bills  of  twenty -five  Pounds  each ; 
9,000  bills  of  fifteen  Pounds  each ; 
5,000  bills  of  three  Pounds  each ; 
10,000  bills  of  two  Pounds  five  Shillings  each; 
5,500  bills  of  two  Pounds  each ; 
10,000  bills  of  one  Pound  fifteen  Shillings  each; 
6,000  bills  of  one  Pound  ten  Shillings  each ; 
10,000  bills  of  seventeen  Shillings  and  six  Pence  each; 
10,000  bills  of  twelve  Shillings  and  six  Pence  each; 
12,000  bills  of  six  Shillings  and  three  Pence  each; 
10,000  bills  of  five  Shillings  each; 
10,000  bills  of  three  Shillings  and  nine  Pence  each; 
10,000  bills  of  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  each; 
10,000  bills  of  one  Shilling  and  three  Pence  each. 
Resolved,  That  the  publick  faith  of  this  Colony  be,  and 
it  is  hereby,  solemnly  pledged  to  provide  funds  for  calling 
in  and  sinking  the  Bills  to  be  issued  under  the  foregoing 
Resolutions. 

And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  great  issue  of  Paper 
Currency,  it  appears  that  cash  is  scarce  in  circulation  :  but 
to  avoid  a  redundancy  of  such  currency. 

Resolved,  That  a  power  be,  and  is  hereby,  vested  in  the 
Council  of  Safety  to  borrow,  on  interest,  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  said  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
Pounds,  now  resolved  to  be  issued,  if  they  shall  find  it  expe- 
dient and  practicable. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
William  Hill  was  referred,  being  taken  into  consideration, 
debated  on,  and  amended. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  cur- 
rency, be  paid  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  to 
William  Hill,  upon  his  producing  and  depositing  with  them 
proper  conveyances  and  titles  of  his  land,  and  the  improve- 
ments thereon,  situated  on  Allison's  Creek,  a  branch  of 
Catawba  River,  in  St.  Mark's  Parish,  to  be  made  to  Colo- 
nel Thomas  Neel,  Captain  Samuel  Watson,  and  Mr.  John 
Howe,  in  trust  for  the  publick,  for  repayment  of  the  said 
sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  within  the  term  of  two  years. 

Resolved,  That  no  Moneys  be  issued  by  Henry  Peron- 


ncau  or  Benjamin  Dart,  Esquires,  Joint  Publick  Treasurer, 
out  of  the  Publick  Treasury,  until  the  further  order  of  this 
Congress,  or  authority  derived  from  them. 

The  following  Prohibition  was  accordingly  issued  by  Mr. 
President,  and  served  upon  the  said  Treasurers : 

Charleatown,  South-Carolina,  March  6,  1778. 
[By  authority  of  Congress.] 
To  Henry  Peronneau  and  Benjamin  Dart,  Esquires, 
Joint  Publick  Treasurers  : 
Gentlemen  :  You  are  hereby  prohibited  from  issuing,  or 
causing  to  be  issued,  any  publick  money  in  your  charge, 
without  order  first  had  and  obtained  from  the  Congress,°or 
proper  authority  derived  from  them. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

William  Henry  Drayton,  President. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congiesg,  Thursday,  March  7,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

On  motion,  the  Congress  entered  into  the  following  Reso- 
lution : 

Whereas  some  doubts  have  arisen  whether  the  Bounty- 
money,  and  the  sum  allowed  for  clothing,  to  the  men  inlist- 
ed  into  the  Colony  Regiment  of  Artillery,  was  intended  by 
the  Resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  22d  of  February  last,  to 
extend  to  the  two  Companies  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of 
Fort-Lyttleton  and  Georgetown ;  it  is  hereby  declared  and 
resolved,  that  the  same  bounty  and  allowance  for  clothing 
shall  be  paid  to  and  for  the  men  inlisted  in  the  said  Com- 
panies, as  to  those  who  are  raised  for  the  Regiment  of  Artil- 
lery. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  men  to  be  raised  for  the 
Regiment  of  Rangers,  be  inlisted  to  serve  until  the  1st  day 
of  June,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  proper  authority,  upon 
one  month's  pay  being  advanced. 

A  debate  arose,  and  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Hammond,  Col.  Thomas,  Major 
Williamson,  Mr.  Kershaw,  Mr.  Beard,  and  Mr.  Felder,  be 
a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  the  most  proper  places  for 
erecting  of  Iron  Works  in  this  Colony,  and  what  encourage- 
ment from  the  publick,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  most  effect- 
ual to  promote  the  establishment  of  such  worlcs,  and  the 
manufacturing  of  Iron. 

Resolved,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  be  postponed ;  and 
that  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  the 
same  into  consideration. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 


In  Congress,  Friday,  March  8,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  yesterday's  Journal  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  now  resolve  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Report  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Government. 

After  some  time  spent  therein. 

Colonel  Powell,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  re- 
ported, that,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  Report  on 
a  plan  or  form  of  Government,  they  had  made  some  pro- 
gress therein,  and  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resume  the  con- 
sideration of  the  said  Report. 

Mr.  President  informed  the  Congress  that  he  had  just  re- 
ceived a  Letter,  by  express,  from  Georgia,  containing  very 
important  intelligence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  read. 

Read  accordingly,  a  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety  in 
Georgia,  signed  William  Ewen,  President,  and  dated  Savan- 
nah, March  4,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary'  to  this  Congress  do  forth- 
with cause  the  said  Letter  to  be  published  in  a  Gazette  Ex- 
traordinary. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 
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In  Congress,  Saturday,  March  9,  1776, 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  Report  on  a  plan 
or  form  of  Government. 

And  some  time  being  spent  in  the  said  Committee, 

Major  Cattell  reported  that  they  had  made  some  progress 
in  tlie  Report  on  the  plan  or  fonn  of  Government,  and  de- 
sired leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  said  Report. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Sunday,  March  10, 1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Turquand  performed  Divine  service. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  of  Congress  in  January, 
1775,  prohibiting  the  killing  of  Sheep  in  this  Colony,  be  re- 
pealed. And,  in  lieu  thereof,  it  is  now  resolved  that  no 
Lambs,  or  Sheep  under  two  years  old,  shall  be  killed  for 
sale. 

Agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  yesterday,  the  Congress  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

After  some  time  spent  therein. 

Major  Cattell  reported  that  they  had  made  a  further  pro- 
gress in  tlie  Report  before  them ;  and  desired  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  Report  on  the  plan  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Monday,  March  11, 1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  every  Soldier  or  Militia-man  who  shall 
engage  to  labour  on  the  publick  works,  shall,  in  addition  to 
his  Regimental  or  Militia  pay,  receive  such  pay  as,  with 
each  of  them,  shall  be  agreed  by  Mr.  Daniel  Cannon,  who 
shall  weekly  render  in  and  receive  payment  on  his  account 
for  such  services. 

The  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  yesterday,  again 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  Report  on  the  plan  or  form  pf  Go- 
vernment. 

And  having  spent  some  time  therein, 

Major  Cattell,  from  die  said  Committee,  reported  that 
they  had  made  a  further  progress  ;  and  desired  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  said  Report. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday,  March  13,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  yesterday,  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  Report  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Go- 
vernment. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

Major  Cattell,  from  the  said  Committee,  reported  that 
tliey  had  made  a  further  progress ;  and  desired  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  proceed  on 
the  said  Report. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Wednesday,  March  13,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Loocock,  Mr.  Theodore  GaiHard, 
Jun.,  Mr.  Kershaw,  Mr.  Toomer,  and  Mr.  Verree,  be  a 
Committee  to  inquire  and  report  the  quantity  of  Salt  now  in 
tlie  Colony,  and  the  prices  at  which  the  respective  holders 
purchased  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  no  person  shall  have  permission  to  re- 
move out  of  this  Colony,  until  such  person,  so  intending  to 
remove  with  permission,  shall  have  first  given  ten  days' 
publick  notice,  by  advertisements  affixed  at  the  doors  of 
the  State-House,  of  his  or  her  intention  to  apply  for  such 
leave. 

The  Congress  having  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  interior  parts  of  the 
Colony,  lately  in  commotion,  and  the  most  likely  measures 
to  preserve  jieace,  and  to  prevent  future  commotions  there- 
in ;  and  having  gone  through  die  said  Report, 

Resolved,  That  a  declaration  of  pardon  and  amnesty  be 
published  to  the  late  Insurgents,  with  certain  exceptions. 

That  all  persons  who  shall  hereafter  bear  anns  against,  or 
shall  be  active  in  opposing,  the  measures  of  the  Continental 
or  Colony  Congress,  and  upon  due  conviction  thereof,  before 
a  majority  of  the  Committee  of  the  District  or  Parish  where 
such  persons  reside,  shall  be  disarmed,  and,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  said  Committee,  taken  into  custody ;  and,  if  neces- 
sary thereto,  the  said  Committee  shall  call  in  the  aid  of  the 
military  as  soon  as  possible,  transmitting  to  the  Congress  or 
Council  of  Safety  an  account  of  such  proceedings. 

That  all  reasonable  indulgence  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
aforesaid  late  Insurgents,  and,  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the 
publick  safety,  they  be  allowed  to  trade  as  usual,  except  for 
Arms  and  Ammunition. 

That  if  any  pei-son  who  has  been  disarmed,  shall  con- 
vince the  Committee  aforesaid  that  he  sincerely  desires  to 
join  in  support  of  the  American  cause,  his  amis  shall  be 
restored  to  him,  and,  in  every  respect,  he  shall  be  put  on 
the  footing  of  an  Associator,  upon  his  taking  the  following 
oath: 

"  I,  A  B,  do,  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists,  (or,  according 
to  the  form  of  my  profession,)  freely,  voluntarily,  and  with- 
out the  least  compulsion,  evasion,  or  mental  reservation,  so- 
lemnly swear  and  declare,  tliat  I  will,  at  all  times,  to  the 
best  of  my  power,  aid  and  support  tlie  authority  of  Con- 
gress, and  every  authority  derived  from  them.  And  also, 
that  I  will  pay  obedience  to  the  Continental  and  Provincial 
Councils,  according  to  the  true  meaning  and  spirit  of  the 
Association  entered  into  by  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  on 
the  4th  of  June  last.     So  help  me  God." 

That  if  any  person,  having  been  disarmed,  shall,  without 
leave  of  the  Committee  aforesaid,  be  found  in  possession  of 
Arms  or  Ammunition,  or  be  convicted  of  having  purchased 
either  of  those  articles,  he  shall  again  be  disarmed,  and  com- 
mitted to  close  confinement  by  the  said  Committee ;  they 
transmitting,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  Congress  or  Council 
of  Safety,  an  account  of  such  proceeding. 

That  all  Commissions  of  officers  who  have  been  in  arms 
against  the  authority  of  Congress,  or  who  have  been,  or 
shall  be,  convicted  of  having  been  active  in  opposing  the 
authority  of  Congress,  or  having  refused  to  act  in  support  of 
that  authority,  be,  and  shall  be  null  and  void. 

That  the  respective  Committees,  and  the  supporters  of 
the  American  cause,  ought  to  discourage  the  use  of  any  op- 
probrious language  reflecting  upon  tiie  late  misbehaviour  of 
the  aforesaid  Insurgents,  who,  behaving  in  a  peaceable  man- 
ner, ought  to  be  treated  with  friendship  and  humanity,  ten- 
derness and  moderation,  as  the  Congress  wishes  to  reclaim 
rather  than  to  punish. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Order  of  the 
Day  be  postjxined. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-nionxiw,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  resume  the 
consideration  of  tlie  Report  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Thursday,  March  U,  177S. 
The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 
The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole,  according  to  the  Resolve  of  yesterday,  and  resumed 
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the  consideration  of  the  Report  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

Major  CatttJl,  from  the  said  Committee,  delivered  in  a 
partial  Report,  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Government  in  this  Co- 
lony, until  an  accommodation  shall  take  place  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  British  American  Colonies. 

And  the  said  Report  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  do  prepare  a  draft  of  a 
declaration  of  pardon  and  amnesty  to  the  late  Insurgents, 
agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  this  Congress  of  yesterday. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  for  Georgetown  and 
Beaufort,  respectively,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  purchase,  and  fit  out,  a  proper  Armed 
Vessel  at  each  of  those  ports,  for  the  protection  of  the  trade 
and  navigation  thereof. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  point  out  the  best  mode 
of  encouraging  the  making  of  Saltpetre  in  this  Colony, 
being  taken  into  consideration, 

After  some  debate  thereon,  the  Congress 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  David  Ramsay  be  requested  to  su- 
perintend the  Publick  Nitre  Works  in  Charlestovm,  and  to 
direct  the  manufacturing  of  Nitre  at  the  said  Works.  And 
that  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds  be  lodged  in  Dr.  Ram- 
say's hands,  for  the  repairing  of  the  said  Works,  and  for  the 
carrying  on  the  manufacture  of  Nitre  thereat  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, to  be  by  him  accounted  for. 

That  the  said  Works  be  open  to  all  persons,  who,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  instruction,  shall  choose  to  visit  them. 
And  that  Dr.  Ramsay  be  requested  to  publish,  as  soon  as  he 
can,  the  most  easy  and  simple  method  of  manufacturing 
Nitre ;  and  that,  from  time  to  time,  he  also  publish  such  fur- 
ther improvements  therein  as  he  may  experience. 

That  a  person  be  appointed  by  every  Parochial  or  Dis- 
trict Committee,  to  receive  all  such  good  Nitre  made  in  the 
Colony  as  shall  be  offered  to  such  person ;  and  the  said 
Committees  shall  transmit  the  quantities  so  received  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  who,  after  the  Nitre  now  belonging  to 
the  publick  shall  be  made  into  Gunpowder,  shall  then  be 
authorized  to  exchange  Gunpowder  for  Saltpetre,  at  the  rate 
of  one  pound  of  Gunpowder,  manufactured  at  the  Publick 
Works,  for  one  pound  and  a  half  of  Nitre  transmitted  as 
aforesaid.  And  where  the  owner  of  the  Nitre  shall  not 
choose  such  Powder  in  exchange,  he  may  receive,  in  lieu 
thereof,  twenty  Shillings,  currency,  the  pound. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  forthwith  cause  a  num- 
ber of  copies  of  directions  for  an  easy  process  in  the  making 
of  Saltpetre,  sent  by  Mr.  Lynch,  from  Philadelphia,  to  be 
printed,  and  distributed  amongst  the  Members,  that  they 
may  be  properly  dispersed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 


The  yeas  went  forth.     Yeas,  30  ;  Nays,  40. 

Tellers   ^  ^'^^  *^^  yn^s,  Colonel  Gadsden. 
'  \  For  the  nays.  Colonel  Pinckney. 

So  that  it  was  detennined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  that  the  said  Legislative  Coun- 
cil shall  consist  of  twenty-one  Members,  eleven  whereof  to 
be  a  quoioim. 

After  some  time  spent  in  debate,  the  question  was  put, 
and  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  motion.  That  the  said  Council  shall  consist  of  seven- 
teen Members,  nine  of  them  to  be  a  quorum  ; 

The  question  was  put,  and  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made.  That  the  said  Council  shall  consist 
of  fifteen  Members,  whereof  nine  to  be  a  quorum. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made.  That  the  Members  of  the  said  Le- 
gislative Council  be  chosen  by  ballot  "from  among  the 
Members  of  the  General  Assembly." 

After  some  time  spent  in  debate,  the  question  bemg  put, 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Saturday,  March  16,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment. 

And  the  third  section  of  the  said  Report  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made,  to  strike  out  the  word  "  President," 
and  to  insert  instead  thereof,  the  word  "  Govemour." 

After  some  debate,  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  ia 
the  negative. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  said  Report  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  for  an  amendment,  by  inserting,  after 
the  words  "  by  ballot,"  the  words  "  from  among  themselves, 
or  the  people  at  large." 

The  question  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  said  Report  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  for  an  amendment,  by  inserting,  after 
the  words  "Legislative  Council,"  '^Provided  always.  That 
no  Officer  in  the  Anny  or  Navy,  in  the  service  of  the  Con- 
tinent, or  of  this  Colony,  shall  be  eligible." 

After  some  time  spent  in  debate,  the  question  being  put, 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  in  the  seventli  section  of 
the  Report,  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Government. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  same,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  bills  of  supply,"  and  inserting  instead  thereof, 
the  words  "  money  bills." 

After  some  debate,  the  question  ^eing  put,  resolved  in  the 
affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 


In  Congress,  Friday,  March  15,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  take  under  consideration  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  plan  or  form 
of  Government  in  this  Colony. 

And  proceeding  in  that  clause  of  the  first  section  of  the 
said  Report,  "  That  this  Congress,  being  a  full  and  free  re- 
presentation of  the  people,  shall  henceforth  be  called  the 
General  Assembly  of  South-  Carolina  ;" 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  said  clause  be  struck  out. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  in 
the  negative. 

On  reading  the  clause,  "  That  this  Congress,  as  a  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  shall  continue  as  such,  until  the  20th  day  of 
July  next," 

A  motion  was  made  for  an  amendment,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  20th  of  July,"  and  inserting  in  their  stead,  the 
words  "  21st  of  October." 

And  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  second  section  of  the  said  Report  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  words  "  Legislative  Coun- 
cil," be  struck  out. 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  put,  the  Con- 
gress divided. 


In  Congress,  Sunday,  March  17,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  plan  or  fonii  of  Go- 
vernment. 

The  eleventh  section  of  the  said  Report  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  words  "  every 
year,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  the  same 
days  in  every  second  year." 

After  some  debate,  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  to  agree  with  that  part  of  the  said  eleventh 
section  which  directs  "  that  each  Parish  and  District  have 
the  same  representation  as  at  present ;" 

A  debate  ensued ;  and  the  question  being  put,  resolved 
in  the  affirmative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Monday,  March  18,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  empowered  and  directed  to  appoint  a  proper  person 
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as  Ban'ackmaster,  w  hose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  care  of  the 
Ban-acks,  iuid  to  pi-ocure  proper  quarters  and  Barrack 
necessaries  for  the  Colony  Troops  and  Militia. 

Tlie  Compress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Go- 
vernment. 

Upon  reading  the  last  clause  of  the  eleventh  section,  a 
motion  was  made  to  amend  the  same,  by  inserting  at  the 
end  thereof  tlie  words  "  and  construed  to  mean  clear  of 
debt." 

A  debate  arose ;  and  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  thirteenth  section  being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  for  an  amendment,  by  inserting  the 
words  "  shall  not  be  elected  oftener  than  twice  succes- 
sively." 

A  debate  ensued ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congrcfs,  Tuesday,  March  19, 1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  die 
Whole,  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Government,  was  resumed. 

After  some  progress  made  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  inquire  what  quantity  of 
Salt  is  in  the  Colony. 

And  the  said  Report  being  debated  on,  and  gone  dirough, 
the  following  Resolutions  were  thereupon  entered  into : 

Whereas  information  hath  been  laid  before  the  Congress, 
that  certain  persons  do  monopolize  the  necessary  article  of 
Salt,  and  demand  an  extravagant  price  for  the  same ;  and 
also  require  specie  in  payment,  to  the  detriment  of  the  Con- 
tinental and  Colonial  currency : 

The  Congress  do  therefore  Resolve,  That  no  person  do 
hereafter  presume  to  sell  Salt  for  more  than  twenty-five  Shil- 
lings per  bushel,  exclusive  of  the  expense  of  reasonable 
freight  or  carriage  to  the  distant  parts  of  the  Colony ;  and 
that  Mr.  Joseph  Kershaw,  Mr.  Loocock,  Mr.  Samuel  Prio- 
Icau,  Jun.,  Captain  Maurice  Simons,  and  Captain  Samuel 
Legare,  for  Charlestown;  Mr.  Daniel  De  Saussure  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Hughes,  for  Beaufort ;  and  Mr.  George  Croft  and 
Mr.  Anthony  Bonneau,  for  Georgetown,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  appointed  Commissioners,  and  empowered  to  inquire 
after  and  buy  up,  out  of  the  hands  of  individuals,  all  quan- 
tities of  Salt  which  suclj  individuals  may  have  more  than 
necessary  for  their  respective  families,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
same  in  small  quantities,  at  the  same  rate ;  and  that  the 
said  Commissioners  do  also  purchase  all  the  Salt  which  may 
be  imported  within  six  months. 

That  Colonel  Laurens,  Mr.  Ferguson,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ten- 
nent,  Mr.  Edwards,  and  Mr.  Gibbes,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, appointed  Commissioners  to  erect  and  superintend  a 
publick  Salt  Work,  at  or  near  Charlestown  ;  that  Mr.  Josejjh 
Allston,  Captain  William  Allston,  Mr.  Benjamin  Young, 
Mr.  Peter  Simons,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Butler,  be,  and  they 
are  in  like  manner,  appointed  Commissioners  for  a  publick 
Salt  Work  on  the  Northern  Coast ;  and  that  Captain  Tho- 
mas Tucker,  Mr.  Daniel  Jenkins,  Mr.  Joseph  Fickling,  Mr. 
James  Clark,  and  Mr.  James  Fickling,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  appointed  Commissioners,  in  like  manner,  for  a  pub- 
lick Salt  Work  on  the  Southern  Coast  of  this  Colony ;  that 
each  Board  of  the  said  Commissioners,  respectively,  shall 
have  power  to  draw  upon  the  Colony  Treasury  for  any  sum 
not  exceeding  seven  thousand  Pounds,  currency,  for  defray- 
ing the  necessary  expenses  incurred  by  this  service ;  and 
that  they  shall  sell  die  Salt,  to  be  made  at  the  said  publick 
Works,  at  the  most  reasonable  rate. 

Resolved,  That  all  Continental  Currency,  all  currency 
issued  by  authority  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  all 
Tax  Certificates,  and  other  certificates  and  orders  issued  by 
authority  of  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  declared  legal  tenders  in  all  payments 
whatsoever  within  this  Colony. 


The  Congress  then  again  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  lieport  on  a  plan  or  Ibmn  of  (Jovernmeiit. 

Upon  leading  the  sixteenth  section,  a  debate  arose ; 

And  a  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
out  the  words  "  there  shall  be  a  Chancellor,  who,"  and  in- 
serting instead  thereof  the  words  "  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Colony  and  the  Privy  Council,  or  the  Vice-President 
and  a  majority  of  the  Privy  Council  for  the  time  being." 

Tile  question  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  that  clause  of  the  said 
section  respecting  an  Ordinaiy  ; 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Wednesday,  March  20,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  one  half  of  the  established  rates  of  Fer- 
riage, for  single  persons  and  horses,  is  a  sufficient  allowance 
for  the  transporting  any  number,  more  than  three  at  a  time, 
of  the  Colony  Forces  or  Militia,  in  times  of  alarm,  over  any 
of  the  established  Ferries  in  this  Colony. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  tiie  Whole,  on  a  plan  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment. 

Upon  reading  the  section  relative  to  a  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, 

A  motion  was  made  to  disagree  to  the  said  section. 

A  debate  arose ;  and  tlie  question  being  put,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  nineteenth  section  of  the  said  Report  being  re^d,  . 

On  motion  for  an  amendment,  by  inserting  the  words 
"  that  no  persons  selling  liquors  shall  be  put  into  the  com- 
mission of  the  Peace," 

A  debate  arose ;  and  the  previous  question  being  put,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  of  the  same  section  the 
words  "  that  ihey  [the  Magistrates]  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
fees  except  on  prosecutions  for  felony." 

After  some  debate,  the  question  was  put,  and  passed  in 
the  negative. 

Upon  reading  the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  said  Re 
port, 

A  motion  was  made  to  insert  after  the  words  "  during 
pleasure  "  the  words  "  until  otherwise  directed  by  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council." 

After  some  debate,  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in 
the  affinnative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President,  Major  Cattell,  Captain 
Moultrie,  Captain  Lyiich,  and  Mr.  Salvador,  be  a  Com 
niittee  to  consider,  and  report  to-morrow  morning,  what 
salaries  are  proper  to  be  allowed  to  the  several  publick  Offi- 
cers. 

The  Congress  being  informed  of  the  arrival  of  a  Com- 
mittee from  North-Carolina  to  concert,  with  a  Committee 
of  this  Congress,  a  plan  of  measures  for  mutual  defence 
and  assistance, 

Ordered,  That  tlie  present  Members  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  together  with  Colonel  Gadsden,  and  all  the  other 
Field-Officers  of  the  several  corps  of  regular  Forces  of  this 
Colony,  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  the  Committee  from 
North-Carolina,  and  with  them  to  concert  a  proper  plan. 

Colonel  Charles  Coicsworth  Pinckncy,  from  the  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  proper  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  Navy  of  this  Colony,  delivered  in  a  Re- 
port. 

And  the  said  Report  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Thursday,  March  21,  1776. 
The  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

An  Act  of  the  British  Parliament,  just  received  from 
Georgia,  declaring  all  seizures  of  the  persons  and  property 
of,  and  damages  done  to  the  American  Colonists,  before  the 
passing  of  the  said  Act,  from  Massachusetts-Bay  to  Geor- 
gia inclusive,  to  be  legal — and  also  declaring  all  the  said 
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Colonies  in  actual  rebellion,  entitled  '•  An  Act  to  prohibit 
all  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Colonies  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, Massachmetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Connecticut,  New- 
York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsykania,  the  three  lower  Counties 
on  Delaumre,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North- Carolina,  South- 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pre- 
sent rebellion  within  the  said  Colonies  respectively  ;  for  re- 
pealing an  Act,  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  present  Majesty,  to  discontinue  the  landing  and  dis- 
charging, lading  or  shipping,  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, at  the  Town  and  within  the  Harbour  o(  Boston,  in  the 
Province  of  \he  Massachusetts-Bay ;  and  also  two  other 
Acts,  made  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  for  restrainintr 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Colonies  in  the  said  Acts 
respectively  mentioned,  and  to  enable  any  person  or  per- 
sons appointed  and  authorized  by  his  Majesty  to  grant  par- 
dons, to  issue  Proclamations,  in  the  cases  and  for  the  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned," — was  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Act  be  immediately 
despatched,  and  conveyed  with  all  possible  haste,  to  the 
Continental  Congress  at  Philadelphia ;  and  that  proper  ex- 
tracts from  the  said  Act  be  forthwith  made,  printed,  and  pub- 
lished here. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ship  Port-Henderson,  Henry  AitJcen 
Master,  now  lying  under  the  cannon  of  Fort-Johnston,  and 
bound  for  London,  be  forthwith  seized,  and  brought  up  to 
Charkstoum  under  the  care  of  the  Prosper  ship-of  war ;  that, 
upon  the  said  Ship  being  brought  up,  the  Cargo  on  board 
be  forthwith  landed,  and  sold  ;  and  that,  the  said  Cargo  being 
sold,  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale  be  lodged  in  the  Co- 
lony Treasury. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Loococlc  be  added  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  appointed  to  erect  and  superintend  the  in- 
tended publick  Salt  Work  at  or  near  Charlestovm. 

Major  Cattell,  from  the  Committee  to  consider  and  report 
what  Salaries  are  proper  to  be  allowed  to  the  several  publick 
Officers,  dehvered  in  a  Report. 

And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  immediate  consi- 
deration, 

A  motion  was  made,  to  agree  with  that  part  thereof  which 
recommends  a  Secretary  to  be  allowed  the  President  and 
Commander-in-Chief,  with  a  salary  of  two  thousand  Pounds 
a  year. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  was  put ;  and  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  to  agree  with  the  Report  in  fixing 
the  salary  of  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  at  ten 
thousand  Pounds  a  year. 

After  some  time  spent  in  debate,  the  question  was  put ; 
the  Congress  divided. 

The  yeas  went  forth  :  Yeas,  25  ;  Nays,  27. 

Tellers  ^  ^°^  ''^^  ^^^'  ^^P'^'"  Vanderhorst. 
'  I  For  the  nays,  Mr.  Salvador. 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  yearly  salary  of  nine  thou- 
sand Pounds  be  allowed  the  said  President  and  Command- 
er-in-Chief. 

The  question  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion,  to  agree  with  the  Report  that  the  Assistant 
Judges  be  allowed  a  yearly  salary  of  twenty-eight  hundred 
Pounds  each, 

A  debate  ensued ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  a  salary  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  Pounds  per  annum  be  allowed  to  each  of  die 
said  Judges. 

After  some  debate,  the  question  was  put ;  and  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

On  motion,  to  agree  with  the  Report  that  a  salary  of  one 
thousand  Pounds  a  year  be  allowed  to  the  Ordinary, 

A  debate  arose ;  and  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  a  Judge  of  Admiralty  be  al- 
lowed a  salary  of  five  hundred  Pounds  a  year. 

After  some  time  spent  in  debate,  the  question  was  put ; 
and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  said  Report  being  amended  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  added  to,  and  made  the  34th 
section  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  a 
plan  or  form  of  Government. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benjamin  Eddings  be  added  to  the 
Commissioners  for  erecting  a  publick  Salt  Work  on  the 
southern  coast  of  this  Colony. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Friday,  March  22,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

A  Proposal  of  Mr.  William  Bellamy,  that  he,  with  some 
assistance  from  the  publick,  would  undertake  to  erect  and 
complete  a  proper  Mill,  for  making  Paper,  and  cutting  Files 
at  the  same  time,  was  presented,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Proposal  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  following  gentlemen,  viz:  Mr.  Kershaw,  Mr. 
Edwards,  Mr.  Loocock,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Tennent,  and 
Mr.  William  Bull;  and  that  they  do  report  thereon  as  soon 
as  ])ossible. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Powell,  Colonel  Fuller,  Mr. 
Loocock,  Captain  Shuhrick,  Dr.  Oliphant,  Mr.  Cannon, 
and  Mr.  Brown,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Com- 
missioners for  laying  forthwith  such  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  channels  over  Charlestovm  Bar,  and  in  the 
Harbour,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  prevent  the  pas- 
sage of  Ships-of-War ;  and  that  the  Council  of  Safety  do 
give  every  assistance  to  the  said  Commissioners,  and  cause 
the  necessary  sums  of  money  to  be  advanced  for  the  carry- 
ing on  this  service. 

Colonel  Powell,  from  the  Committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port the  best  means  of  erecting  a  Powder-Mill,  and  promo- 
ting the  making  of  Gunpowder  in  this  Colony,  delivered  in 
a  Report. 

And  the  said  Report  being  considered,  the  Congress  came 
to  the  following  Resolution : 

Whereas  Henry  Felder,  Esq.,  having  proposed  to  manu- 
facture Sulphur  and  Nitre  into  Gunpowder :  according  to  his 
offer,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  a  proper  quantity  of  Nitre  and  Sulphur, 
belonging  to  the  publick,  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  said 
Henry  Felder,  Esq.,  to  be  by  him  made  up  into  Gunjx)w- 
der,  and  delivered  into  the  publick  Magazine;  that  Mr. 
Felder  be  allowed  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence  currency 
for  each  pound  of  Gunpowder  by  him  so  made  up  from  such 
materials,  exclusive  of  the  charge  of  carriage ;  and  that,  upon 
his  delivering  a  quantity  of  Gunpowder  into  the  hands  of 
the  publick  .Receiver,  he  be,  from  time  to  time,  supplied  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  materials,  to  be  in  like  manner  made 
up  into  Gunpowder. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Members  of  Congress  be 
immediately,  at  their  own  expense,  summoned  to  attend  the 
publick  service  in  Congress  on  or  before  the  26th  instant, 
viz :  Peter  Leger,  Gabriel  Capers,  Elias  Ball,  Jun.,  Rich- 
ard Walter,  Benjamin  Smith,  John  Izard,  James  Akin, 
Charles  Elliott,  Robert  Ladson,  George  Haig,  William 
Skirving,  Thomas  Horry,  Capers  Boone,  Elias  Horry, 
Jun.,  Theodore  Gaillard,  Jun.,  Thomas  Tucker,  Benjamin 
Garden,  Isaac  Macpherson,  John  Gaillard,  Philip  Porcher, 
Peter  Sinckler,  and  Hezekiah  Maham,  Esquires. 

And  further  Resolved,  That,  if  any  of  the  said  Members 
shall  fail,  without  good  and  sufficient  reason,  of  being  present 
in  Congress  as  aforesaid,  such  absent  Members  shall  be,  at 
their  own  expense,  taken  into  custody. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  do 
pay  the  forty  Shillings  per  day  allowed  by  Congress  to  Mem- 
bers attending  the  publick  service  in  Congress  only  by  War- 
rant from  the  President,  specifying  the  sum  due  to  the 
Member  requiring  payment,  and  that  he  hadi  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 

Colonel  Laurens,  from  the  Committee  to  confer  with  the 
Committee  from  North- Carolina,  and  to  concert  a  plan  of 
measures  for  mutual  defence  and  assistance,  delivered  in  a 
Report. 

And  the  said  Rejrort  being  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  three  hundred  Men  from  Colonel  Pow- 
ell's Regiment,  and  two  hundred  from  Colonel  Horry's, 
(exclusive  of  the  Militia  on  Waccamaw  Neck,)  nearest  to 
the  North- Carolina  boundary  line,  be  drafted,  and  held  in 
readiness  to  march,  on  the  shortest  notice,  when  required, 
to  the  assistance  of  that  Colony. 

That  one  thousand  Men  from  the  District  of  Salisbury 
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should  be  drafted,  and  held  in  readiness  to  march,  on  tlie 
sliortest  notice,  wiien  required,  to  tiie  assistance  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

And  that  all  expenses  attending  Troops  sent  from  one  to 
the  relief  of  the  otiier  Colony,  should  be  paid  by  the  Colony 
from  which  they  are  sent ;  and  that,  on  stating  a  pmper  ac- 
count between  the  two  Colonies,  the  balance,  in  which  one 
shall  be  indebted  to  the  other,  shall  be  forthwith  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  18th  of 
last  month,  to  consider,  among  other  things,  of  a  proper  divi- 
sion of  the  Militia,  and  how  the  same  may  be  rendered  most 
serviceable  to  the  publick,  do  forthwitli  sit,  and  give  in  a 
Report  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Minor  Willinmson,  Colonel  Gervais,  Cap- 
tain Williams,  and  Captain  IVinn,  be  added  to  the  said 
Committee. 

Read  a  Letter  received  last  night  from  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  Georgia,  dated  16th  instant,*  with  the  sundry  Pa- 
pers therein  referred  to,  viz : 

•  Sataxwah.  .MarcA  16,  1776. 

Gehtlembii  :  Since  ours  of  the  4th  instant  to  you,  we  have  neither 
heard  trom  you,  nor  have  we  wrote  to  you,  except  by  Lieutenant-tJolonel 
IVetls,  upon  a  particular  business,  which,  by  your  assistance,  we  hope  he 
will  soon  have  effected. 

Colonel  JinU,  with  the  detachment  from  your  Province,  arrived  here 
Tery  seasonably  on  Sunday  last,  our  own  Militia  having  been  so  greatly 
fatigued  with  marching,  keeping  out-guards,  ambuscades,  and  watching, 
that  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  suffering  a  great  part  of  them  to  go 
home. 

On  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant,  the  chief  of  the  vessels  which  es- 
caped the  fire,  got  up  some  small  distance  from  the  town,  and  lay  under 
cover  of  the  armed  schooner  and  sloop ;  and,  towards  the  morning,  they 
sent  express  to  Colonel  Mcintosh,  with  the  original  of  the  enclosed  copy 
marked  No.  1,  by  which  we  were  entrapped  into  a  cessation,  at  the  time 
when  we  should  have  done  ourselves  justice  by  destroying  or  taking  all 
the  vessels,  both  warlike  and  mercantile,  which  it  was  in  our  power  easily 
to  do  with  fire-ships,  as  they  lay  in  the  South  Uiver  for  near  two  days, 
and  most  of  them  often  aground.  This  mistake  was  occasioned  by  our 
anxiety  for  the  safety  and  recovery  of  our  captive  friends,  though,  per- 
haps, a  very  mistaken  policy,  for  coercive  measures  might  have  been  more 
successful. 

We  enclose  to  you  copies  of  all  the  letters  which  passed  upon  that 
occasion,  which  will  convey  to  you  a  full  idea  of  the  subject.  By  them 
you  will  find  (hat  they  sued  for  peace.  During  this  truce,  when  any  of 
our  officers  or  men  went  near  the  shore  where  any  of  the  vessels  lay,  (in 
all  which  the  soldiery  were  distributed,)  they  were  meanly  obsequious. 

On  the  7th  instant,  while  they  were  yet  within  our  power  in  the  Back 
Kiver,  we  found  that  they  had  affected  to  construe  one  of  Colonel  Mc- 
IntosK'a  proposals  into  a  consent  that  the  merchant  shipping  should  be 
carried  to  Cockspur ;  and,  therefore,  by  way  of  explanation,  and  to  make 
a  further  demand  of  our  prisoners,  we  sent  the  despatch  marked  No.  2, 
which  was  delivered  as  directed,  about  six  o'clock  at  night.  Immediately 
after  which,  the  whole  of  the  marines,  soldiers,  and  mariners,  were  set 
to  work,  and,  after  labouring  very  hard,  staving  and  throwing  overboard 
most  of  the  rice,  got  out  of  the  Hack  River,  safe  into  Five-Fathom  Hole, 
about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days 
down  to  Cockspur. 

A  few  days  ago,  we  sent  down  a  boat,  with  some  necessaries  to  our 
confined  friends;  and  by  the  return,  among  a  number  of  others,  came 
the  originals  of  the  copies  we  now  enclose  to  you.  We  are  informed 
that  there  are  many  other  letters  in  the  packet,  both  for  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  which  may  be  had  by  sending  tlie  hard  money ;  and  as  we  in- 
tend sending  down  further  supplies  to-day>we  shall  send  hard  money 
for  all  the  letters.  Those  which  shall  appear  to  belong  or  appertain  to 
your  Province,  we  will  despatch  to  you. 

By  the  letters  from  the  contracting  victuallers,  we  learn  that  our  ene- 
mies have  essayed  to  make  this  river  a  victualling  and  watering  place  for 
the  whole  forces  employed  against  America ;  but,  with  respect  to  the 
former,  we  are  determined  at  all  hazards  to  disappoint  them.  All  we  have 
to  guard  against  is,  the  being  surprised.  A  number  of  vessels  and  troops 
may  arrive  below,  and  be  tempted  to  attack  the  town  at  a  time  when  it 
may  be  most  defenceless.  To  prevent  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  keep 
a  standing  force ;  in  doing  which,  we  are  in  need  of  your  assistance.  If 
you  could  spare  us  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  men, 
until  our  officers  shall  get  the  battalion  recruited,  it  would  enable  us, 
with  drafts  from  our  own  people,  to  keep  a  force  sullicient,  with  our  natu- 
ral advantages,  to  repel  a  formidable  enemy. 

We  are  much  afraid  that  the  enemy  will  use  their  exertions  to  ravage 
your  plantations  bordering  on  our  river.  They  have  done  it  already,  as 
they  were  making  their  escape  through  the  J}ack  River,  by  taking  a 
number  of  negroes  belonging  to  Mr.  Miililleton,  Mrs.  Cuthbert,  and 
others,  and  by  taking  the  live  stock,  &c.,  from  the  plantations  appertain- 
ing to  the  friends  of  America. 

We  have  ordered  a  large  boat  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  purpose  of  guard- 
ing the  river.  We  have  some  reasons  to  believe  that  the  transports,  with 
some  of  the  vessels-of-war,  arc  about  sailing  for  Hostoii ;  and  we  are  al- 
most certain  that  the  force  now  upon  our  coast  will  not  attempt  aught 
against  Charleatown  ;  however,  the  officers  below  say  that  Sir  Peter 
J'arker  sailed  on  the  5th  of  December,  (or. America  with  four  forty -four- 
gun  ships,  and  five  thousand  soldiers,  and  that  their  destination,  in  par- 
ticular, was  against  your  Province. 

Several  of  the  King's  officers  and  non-associates  have  taken  sanctuary 
onboard  the  King's  ships;  and  we  have  six  others,  besides  the  two  Cap- 
,tains,  confined  as  hostages  for  the  good  treatment  and  enlargement  of 
Messrs.  Demere,  Roberta,  and  Rice.  If  necessary,  we  shall  trouble  some 
.of  our  sister  Colonies  with  them. 


No.  1.  Two  Letters  from  Messrs.  Demere  and  Roberts 
to  Colonel  Mcintosh,  dated  on  board  the  Charming  Nancy, 
3d  and  4th  March ;  Colonel  Mcintosh's  Answer.  Letter 
from  M(!ssrs.  Demere  and  Roberts,  4th  March  ; 

No.  2.  Letter  from  Colonel  Mcintosh  to  Messrs.  Demere 
and  Roberts.  Letter  from  Captain  Barclay  and  Major 
Grant,  dated  on  board  the  Ilinchinbrook,  6th  March.  Co- 
lonel Mcintosh's  Letter  to  them,  5th  March.  Letter  from 
Mr.  Demere  to  Colonel  Mcintosh,  dated  Ilinchinbrook,  6th 
March  : 

No.  3.  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety  in  Georgia  to 
Captain  Barclay  and  Major  Grant,  dated  Savannah,  7th 
March.  Letter  from  Captain  Barclay  and  Major  Grant  to 
Anthony  Stokes,  Esq.,  dated  on  board  the  Scarborough, 
14th  March: 

No.  4.  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety  for  Georgia 
to  Captain  Barclay  and  Major  Grayit,  dated  Savannah,  16th 
March.  Copy  of  an  intercepted  Letter  fmm  James  Taylor, 
dated  on  board  the  Christie,  at  Cockspur,  14th  March,  to 
Mr.  George  Houstoun.    Copies  of  other  intercepted  Letters, 

Captain  Grant,  of  the  armed  schooner  Si.  John,  has,  within  a  few 
days  past,  arrived  at  Cockspur,  and  gives  an  account  that  the  American 
fleet  was  seen  off  near  J'roviilcnce,  and  that  thereupon  he  took  the  pow- 
der (amounting  to  two  hundred  and  seventy  barrels)  on  board,  and  went 
out  from  the  Island  one  way  as  the  fleet  came  in  on  the  other. 

Six  or  seven  large  ships  have  been  seen  off  St.  Catherine's,  from 
whence  thoy  got  a  pilot ;  but  whether  it  is  >'ir  Reter  Parker  or  our 
friends,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  conjecture.  The  King's  ships  below  have 
taken  the  Geort^ia  Packet,  Captain  George  Runner,  with  four  hundred 
barrels  of  flour,  and  other  articles  of  provisions. 

By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety  ; 

William  Ewes,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Congress  or  Council  of  Safety  for  South- Ca^ 

rolina. 

Os  BOAitD  THK  Charmino  Nasct,  March  3,  1776. 
Gewtlemks  :  In  obedience  to  your  command,  we  both  came  on  this 
vessel  to  demand  Mr.  Rice.  We  were  ordered  on  board,  and  examined 
by  Captain  Berkley  and  Major  Grant,  who  have  both  declared  it  was 
never  their  intention  to  commit  any  act  of  hostility  against  this  Province, 
nor  do  they  even  now  mean  any,  unless  drawn  on  by  you.  The  above 
gentlemen  have  desired  mc  to  declare  to  you,  that  if  any  two  of  you  will 
come  on  board,  you  will  have  their  faith  and  honour  to  return  unmo- 
lested ;  and  you  may  be  satisfied  with  what  is  above  set  forth. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

RAiMown  Demkbk', 
Dahiel  Robeiits, 

[No.  1.]  Os    BOARD   THE  Chahmiwo   Nanct,  ..VrtrfA  4,  1776.  ~ 

Gentlemen  :  Immediately  on  our  coming  on  board  here,  we  wrote 
you  a  letter  by  return  of  the  boat;  but  as  we  did  not  hear  from  you,  and 
the  unfortunate  scene  that  afterwards  ensued,  we  apprehend  the  letter 
has  not  reached  you.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  mention  the  purport 
of  it. 

On  our  coming  alongside,  we  were  ordered  on  board,  and  examined  by 
Captain  Jiarkley  and  Major  Grant,  with  regard  to  our  errand.  After  in- 
forming them  of  this  particular,  we  were  confined  to  the  cabin.  The 
above  gentlemen  have  both  declared,  on  their  mutual  faith  and  honour, 
it  was  never  their  order  or  intention  to  commit  any  act  of  hostility 
against  this  Province,  nor  do  they  even  now  mean  any,  unless  drawn 
on  by  any  fresh  provocation  from  you.  They  have  both  desired  us  to 
assure  you,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  if  any  two  gentlemen,  such 
as  the  inhabitants  most  confide  in,  will  come  on  board,  they  may  in- 
form themselves  of  the  truth  of  what  has  been  mentioned  ;  and  they 
pledge  themselves,  as  above,  to  grant  them  permission  to  return  when 
and  where  they  please,  unmolested.  This,  gentlemen,  is  the  conver- 
sation that  has  passed,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  your  consider- 
ation. 

We  further  assure  you,  that  we  write  without  any  constraint,  or 
being  any  way  dictated  to ;  and  the  genteel  treatment  we  have  both 
received,  encourage  us  to  place  the  greatest  conlidence  in  their  asser- 
tions. We  shall  just  add,  that  your  deliberations  on  this  matter  may 
be  productive  of  the  most  important  consequences.  Mr.  Rice  is  with 
us,  and  treated  very  well. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  respect  and  esteem,  yours,  &c. 

Ratmonii  Demere', 
Daniel  Rorerts. 
To  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Savannah. 

Colonel  McIntosh's  .Answer, 
Dear  Gentlemen  :  I  received  your  letters  of  yesterday  and  to-day, 
and  am  authorized  to  tell  you  that,  as  you  have  been  so  shamefully 
treated,  contrary  to  the  uniform  practice  of  all  civilized  people,  we  will 
not  risk  the  liberty  of  any  more  of  our  fellow-citizens,  which  they  are 
unanimously  determined,  at  all  events,  to  sell  with  their  lives.  The  ma- 
noeuvres of  these  gentlemen,  their  hostile  appearance,  with  so  many 
armed  vessels  and  troops,  stealing  in  the  night  on  board  the  ships  of 
those  who  have  scandalously  deserted  a  people  by  whom  they  got  their 
bread,  in  order  to  attack  us,  and  their  conduct  with  respect  to  you,  evi- 
dently  show  their  design  against  an  innocent,  peaceable  people.  We 
all  earnestly  wish  you  among  us  again ;  but  are  sure  you  would  not 
desire  your  freedom  on  any  conditions  dishonourable  to  your  country.  If 
they  will  withdraw  their  vessels  and  troops  from  annoying  us,  to  Cock- 
spur again,  we  authorize  you  to  receive  any  proposition  they  may  make. 

I  am,  &c. 
To  Messrs.  Raymond,  Demere,  and  Robert: 
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viz :  From  John  Simpson,  in  London,  dated  23d  December, 
1775,  to  Mr.  George  llomtoun ;  from  Robert  Grant  fy  Co., 
in  London,  to  the  same,  of  same  date,  with  an  extract  of  a 
Contract  with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Victualhng-Office  ; 

In  Savannah  Riveii,  March  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen  ;  We  just  this  moment  received  yours,  and  arc  autho- 
rized  to  inform  you  that,  from  the  circumstance  of  our  letter  of  yesterday 
not  being  answered,  and  your  firing  to-day,  it  was  believed  your  inten- 
tion was  to  treat  his  Majesty's  sea  and  land  forces  in  a  hostile  manner, 
notwithstanding  the  declaration  made  in  our  letter ;  but  as  the  proposal 
made  in  your  letter  of  this  day  intimates  your  disposition  to  act  inof- 
fenceably  towards  his  Majesty's  sea  and  land  forces,  if  the  vessels  and 
troops  are  carried  to  Cockspur  without  annoying  you,  we  are  authorized 
to  assure  you  that,  consistently  with  the  declarations  made,  the  troops 
and  vessels  will  be  conducted  to  Cock-spur  immediately,  without  any  act 
of  hostility  on  their  part,  if  not  attacked  ;  and  an  express-boat  is  to  \>e 
sent  to  stop  the  firing  below,  not  doubting  but  similar  steps  will  be  taken 
by  you.  We  therefore  flatter  ourselves  that  you  will  pay  due  attention 
to  the  above,  as  we  have  pledged  our  words,  in  consequence  of  the  above 
declaration,  that  every  act  of  hostility  will  be  refrained  from  by  you. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  regard  and  esteem,  your  most  humble  ser- 
vants, Ty  T\  f 

'  Katmosd  Uemere, 

Daniel  Roberts. 
To  Colonel  JUcIntoth. 

N.  B.  Captain  Barkley  has  this  moment  despatched  an  express  to  the 
Cherokee,  to  stop  firing.  We  beg  the  bearer  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
turn.   

[No.  2.]  Colonel  McIntosh's  .insvier. 

Dkar  Gentlemen:  In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  this  evening,  I 
have  given  orders  that  not  a  single  shot  shall  be  fired  at  the  ships  and 
troops,  unless  they  show  evident  signs  of  hostility  against  the  Province, 
as  we  act  altogether  upon  the  defensive.  But  we  shall  not  relax  in  our 
vigilance  while  they  are  hovering  around  us. 

I  am,  &c.,  Laculan  McIntosh. 

To  Messrs.  Demere  and  Robert). 

Ojr  BOARD  the  Hinchikbrook,  March  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  5th  March  came  to  hand  this  morning,  about 
half  an  hour  ago ;  and  we  must  observe,  that  the  gentlemen  whose  re- 
lease you  desire  were  aboard  ship  at  the  time  that  you  signified  to  Mr. 
Demere  that,  if  the  vessels  and  troops  were  withdrawn  to  Cockspur, 
without  annoying  the  people  of  the  Province,  these  gentlemen  were  au- 
thorized to  receive  any  propositions  that  might  be  made.  And,  in  a  sub- 
sequent letter,  you  intimated  that  there  should  be  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties, and  not  a  single  shot  fired  unless  wc  annoyed  you.  On  this  ground 
we  set  out,  and  are  resolved  religiously  to  observe  the  conditions  men- 
tioned. We  will  proceed  to  Cockspur  without  offence  to  the  Province, 
if  we  are  not  fired  on,  and  are  to  expect  the  same  punctual  performance 
of  your  engagements.  But  after  our  arrival  at  Cockspur,  (as  we  are  de- 
termined to  act  up  to  our  declarations  on  coming  here,)  if  you,  any  gen- 
tleman, or  gentlemen,  properly  authorized,  will  come  down  and  suggest  a 
plan  that  can  accommodate  all  parties,  by  a  release  of  the  ships  now  at 
Savannah,  and  their  masters,  we  give  you  our  word  of  honour  that  you, 
or  them,  shall  be  perfectly  safe,  and  return  when  they  please,  as  this  me- 
thod seems  most  likely  to  bring  matters  to  the  issue  that  you  wish  for. 
In  the  mean  time,  if  hostilities  commence,  they  must  be  imputed  to  the 
people  of  Georgia,  not  to  us,  as  we  are  determined  to  act  up  to  the  pro- 
posal made  to  us. 

As  Mr.  Demere  is  in  a  ship  that  has  fallen  down  the  Back-River,  his 
letter  shall  be  conveyed  to  him,  and  his  answer  sent  on  shore.  We  are, 
sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

Andrew  Barklet, 

To  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  Esq.  ames 

Savannah,  JWorcA  5,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  When  I  authorized  Messrs.  Demere  and  Roberts,  by 
my  letter  of  yesterday,  to  inform  you  that  orders  were  given  for  a  cessa- 
tion of  arms  on  our  side,  we  certainly  expected  you  would  consider  it  as 
implied  that  those  gentlemen,  together  with  Mr.  Rice,  should  be  immedi- 
ately released ;  for  surely  it  must  appear  to  every  man  that  the  detention 
of  our  fellow-citizens  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  continuation  of 
hostilities  on  your  side.  I  am  now  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  the 
people  have  waited  with  the  utmost  anxiety  for  the  arrival  of  those  gen- 
tlemen all  this  day  ;  and  I  am  induced  to  think,  from  your  professions  of 
a  friendly  disposition,  that  you  will  sec  how  absolutely  necessary  it  is  to 
make  this  step  the  groundwork  of  a  further  negotiation.  I  shall  wait  with 
impatience  for  your  answer,  and  hope  our  friends  will  be  the  messengers 
themselves,  by  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am,  &c.,  Lachlak  McIstobh, 

To  Captain  Barkley  and  Major  Grant. 

Ok  board  the  Hinchinbbook,  .^frtrcA  6,  1776. 
DzAB  Sir:  I  was  this  morning  sent  for  by  Captain  Jiarkley  and 
Major  Grant,  who  presented  me  with  your  letter  of  yesterday  to  them  : 
in  answer  to  which,  I  must  observe,  that,  when  you  authorized  Mr.  Ro- 
berts and  myself  to  declare  to  those  gentlemen  that  a  cessation  of  hostili- 
ties should  cease  until  the  vessels  got  down  to  Cockspur,  I  did  not 
imagine  it  implied  that  we  should  have  liberty  to  return.  I  therefore 
particularly  request  you  will  do  nothing  till  we  reach  Cockspur.  By 
that  time  you  can  consider  what  is  best  to  be  done;  and  everything  in 
our  power  will  be  exerted  to  bring  matters  to  some  favourable  issue. 
With  regard  to  Captains  Inglis  and  Wardell  being  detained,  I  most 
earnestly  wish  they  may  be  included  with  the  other  masters  of  vessels, 
to  have  the  liberty  of  sailing  with  their  ships.  I  imagine  Captain  Jiark- 
ley and  Major  Grunt  will  expect  those  gentlemen  are  entitled  to  the  same 
indulgence  as  the  others ;  and  as  I  am  now  very  confident  no  hostilities 


from  Roger  Kelsnll,  in  Lonilon,  dated  5lh  Decemher,  1 77-3 ; 
and  from  tiie  same,  dated  2i2d  December,  to  Kehall  and 
Spalding,  at  Sunbunj. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'cloclt  to-morrow. 

are  meant  against  the  Province,  the  detention  of  those  vessels  may  only 
aggravate  matters,  and  their  enlargement  may  be  productive  of  something 
very  agreeable  in  the  event.  I  have  just  to  conclude,  with  my  usual  es- 
teem and  regard,  dear  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Ratmond  Demere'. 
To  Colonel  Mcintosh. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  had  intimation  of  some  intrenchment  being  thrown 
up  at  or  near  Mr.  Bryan's  Plantation.  If  so,  I  sincerely  wish  it  may  be 
stopped,  as  it  can  answer  no  good  purpose.  I  would  rather  suffer  every 
inconvenience  from  my  confinement  than  any  further  hostilities  should 
be  commenced ;  for  I  would,  in  that  case,  think  myself  partly  the  cause. 

[No.  3.]       Savannah,  in  the  Council  or  Safety,  March  7, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  been  privy  to  several  letters  which  have  passed 
to  and  from  Colonel  Mcintosh,  Messrs.  Demere  and  Roberts,  and  your- 
selves ;  and  wc  find  by  yours  that  you  consider  that  we  consented  the 
merchant  shipping  should  go  down  to  Cockspur,  with  the  troops;  where- 
as the  most  cursory  review  of  the  letter  which  appertains  to  that  matter, 
will  at  once  evidently  show  you,  that  the  troops  and  armed  vessels  only 
were  meant;  and  we  now  declare  to  you,  that  none  others  were  intended. 
Indeed,  a  moment's  reflection  will  further  demonstrate  this;  for  you  and 
all  Great  Britain  know,  that  wc  have  made,  and  are  yet  pursuing,  a 
commercial  opposition  to  the  acts  so  much  complained  of,  and  which 
have  roused  this  large  Continent  into  arms. 

We  abhor  the  idea  of  infidelity,  and  have,  therefore,  forborne  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  advantages  which  your  situation,  for  several  days  past, 
put  in  our  power,  until  we  should  have  an  opportunity  of  having  the 
misapprehension  explained.  We  will  now  forbear  any  virulent  expres- 
sions, but  we  deem  the  detention  of  Messrs.  Demere  and  Roberts  a 
breach  of  that  good  faith  which  the  parent  country  has  been  so  much 
famed  for  keeping  inviolate. 

We  knew  the  troops  were  on  board  the  merchant  shipping  some  hours 
before  they  went,  and,  relying  on  the  common  faith  of  the  civilized  part 
of  the  world,  expected  that  you  would  have  permitted  them  to  return, 
and  have  made  what  might  pass  between  you  and  them  the  ground- 
work of  an  explanation;  and  by  that  means  have  prevented  any  hostili- 
ties. 

In  one  of  Colonel  Mcintosh's  letters  to  Messrs.  Demere  and  Roberts, 
he  authorized  them,  in  case  you  should  withdraw  to  Cockspur,  as  before 
we  have  explained,  then  to  receive  any  propositions  you  might  make; 
but  this  never  can  be  construed  into  an  assent  on  our  part  to  your  detain- 
ing them. 

The  merchant  shipping,  also,  we  consider  as  appertaining  to  this  Pro- 
vince, and,  of  course,  under  our  cognizance ;  and  the  attempt  to  take  them 
away  by  force  justified  the  opposition.  The  capture,  also,  of  the  vessel 
with  goods,  wc  conceive,  cannot  be  justified  upon  any  principle  what- 
ever. 

From  these  premises,  gentlemen,  you  will  readily  conclude  that  we 
expect  two  things :  the  one  is,  the  return  of  our  citizens,  and  the  other  the 
withdrawing  your  troops  from  on  board  the  merchant  shipping,  and  car- 
rying them  and  the  armed  vessels  down  only  to  Cockspur. 

That  you  may  not  be  deceived,  we  now  make  this  declaration :  We  ex- 
pect a  return  of  our  citizens  to  the  place  from  whence  they  were  taken, 
by  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow,  with  your  assurance,  upon  your  honour,  to 
withdraw  without  any  attempt  to  land  in  either  Province,  as  soon  as 
wind  and  tide  shall  permit ;  and  in  case  you  shall  refuse  or  neglect  com- 
pliance, we  shall  consider  either  as  a  breach  of  the  cessation  you  desired. 
And  we  declare  further,  that  your  treatment  of  our  three  citizens,  now  in 
your  power,  will  be  our  criterion  of  conduct  towards  all  those  men  who 
now  are,  or  may  he  in  our  power. 

The  laws  of  retaliation  have  suggested  to  us  the  propriety  and  expe- 
diency of  arresting  and  confining  the  King's  officers ;  several  of  whom 
wc  have  accordingly  taken  and  confined ;  but  these  men,  upon  the  return 
of  our  friends,  and  not  before,  shall  be  enlarged. 

By  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety: 

William  Ewen,  President, 
To  Captain  Barkley  and  Major  Grant, 

Scarborough,  CocKsrvn,  March  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  are  surprised  and  concerned  that  you  and  the  other  gentle- 
men with  you,  should  be  confined  by  the  rulers  of  the  people,  now  at 
Savannah,  as  you  had  a  right  to  protection  from  the  parole  that  had 
been  given.  It  is  equally  unaccountable  that  the  Captains  Inglis  and 
H'ardell  should  be  carried  into  confinement,  and  prevented  from  sailing 
with  their  ships  and  cargoes,  contrary  to  the  faith  that  had  been  plighted 
to  them  by  the  very  powers  which  the  people  at  present  acknowledge. 
But  as  proposals  have  been  made  to  us  for  the  release  of  Messrs.  Demere, 
Roberts,  and  Rice,  and  that  we  wish  to  remove  your  distresses  and  those 
of  your  fellow-sufferers,  we  authorize  you  to  signify  to  such  of  the  peo- 
ple as  take  direction  in  these  matters,  that  if  you.  Captain  Po-well,  Colo- 
nel Tattnall,  Co\one\.Wullryne,  the  two  McGillivrays,  Captain  Inglis, 
Captain  Wardell,  and  all  others  that  may  be  in  confinement  on  this  oc- 
casion, are  set  at  liberty,  and  that  Lachlan  Mcintosh,  Samuel  Elbert, 
and  Joseph  Habersham,  Esquires,  or  any  others  that  you  may  conjoin 
with  them,  engage  themselves  upon  honour,  by  a  writing  under  their 
hands,  for  the  future  security  of  your  persons,  families,  and  properties, 
while  you  act  a  neutral  part,  and  likewise  the  security  of  the  persons, 
family,  and  property  of  the  Governour,  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and 
other  servants  of  the  Crown,  who  may  not  be  in  confinement,  and  that 
you,  any,  or  all  of  you,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  quit  the  Province  when  you 
or  they  think  proper,  and  also  that  the  Captains  Inglis  and  H'ardell, 
with  other  masters  of  vessels,  who  may  incline  to  go  to  sea,  shall  imme- 
diately be  permitted  so  to  do  with  their  ships  and  cargoes;  then,  and 
in  that  case,  you  are  authorized  to  assure  the  people  or  their  leaders,  that 
we  will  release  the  Messrs.  Demere,  Roberts,  and  Rice. 

The  conditions  that  only  require  men  to  be  just  to  their  own  engage- 
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In  Congress,  Saturday,  March  23,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Thomas  Waring,  duly  elected  and  returned  a  Member  of 
Congress  for  the  Parish  of  St.  George,  Dorchester,  in  the 
room  of  William  Sanders,  Esq.,  deceased,  attending,  and 
declaring  that  he  was  willing  to  serve, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Waring  do  take  his  seat  accord- 
ingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  yesterday 

ments  may  easily  be  complied  with.     An  immediate  answer  is  required ; 
and  we  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Amirkw  Barklki. 

Jan£S  Guast. 
To  Anthony  Stokes,  Esq.  

[No.  4.]     Savaksaii,  i!»  THE  CouNciL  OF  Safett,  .Worc/i  16, 1776. 

Gentlfmks  :  As  we  have  already  jiledgcd  our  faith  to  release  all  the 
King's  officers,  and  others  now  in  our  custody,  upon  the  enlargement  of 
our  captive  friends,  and  we,  holding  it  inviolate,  are  yet  willing  to  per- 
form our  engagement.  Should  this  exchange  take  place,  such  of  them 
as  choose  to  leave  the  Province  may;  and  such  as  do  not,  may  remain 
upon  their  parole  of  honour  to  refrain  from  all  connection  with  the 
King's  vessels  and  soldiery.  And  we  do  now  declare  that  we  will  nei- 
ther make,  or  receive,  any  other  terms. 

By  order  of  tho  Council  of  Safety  : 

William  "Ewsth,  President. 
To  Captain  Barkley  and  Major  Grant. 

The  folloiving  are  Copies  of  Intercepted  Letters. 
CocKsruB,  OK  BOARD  THK  Chbistie,  Jtfflrc/i  14,  1776. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  opportunity  of  acquainting  you  of  my  misfortune  of 
being  here  ;  which  is  adding  loss  to  loss.  I  also  have  to  acquaint  you 
of  the  disagreeable  circumstance  of  Captain  Jlndreio  Lee  having,  by  the 
Commodore's  orders,  hove  overboard  some  of  your  rice,  and  also  have 
some  of  it  on  board  now,  which  he  intends  to  take  away,  and  put  on 
board  some  of  the  transports  for  Boston.  But  if  in  my  power,  I  shall 
stop  it  for  two  days,  till  I  hear  from  you,  which  I  beg  may  be  as  socn  as 
possible.  I  never  intended  being  here,  if  it  had  been  in  my  power  to 
have  done  otherwise ;  which  would  have  been  more  pleasure  to  your 
most  humble  servant,  James  Tailob. 

To  George  Houstoun,  Merchant  in  Savannah. 

LoHDOir,  December  23,  1775. 

Deab  Sib  :  I  have  been  applied  to  by  Messrs.  llobert  Grant  &  Co., 
Contractors  to  the  Navy,  for  a  proper  person  in  your  Province  to  supply 
the  King'sships  with  what  provisions  they  may  want  when  any  of  them 
<;ome  your  way.  I  therefore  mentioned  you,  hoping  it  may  be  of  some 
advantage  to  you.  But  should  the  executing  of  it  be  disagreeable,  or 
attended  with  any  risk,  you  are  at  liberty  to  decline  it;  only,  I  should, 
in  that  case,  wish  you  to  recommend  some  person  who  would  undertake 
it.  Messrs.  Robert  Grant  &  Co.  will  write  you  themselves  upon  the 
subject. 

I  am,  with  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JuaK  SiMFSOir. 
To  George  Houstoun.  — 

LoHDOs,  December  23,  1775. 

Sir  :  By  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Johti  Simpson,  (from  whom  we 
enclose  you  a  letter,)  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a 
contract  with  the  Victualling-Board  for  supplying  his  Majesty's  ships  on 
your  station  with  provisions,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Jiobert  Grant,  though 
on  our  joint  account.  We  beg  you  will  make  the  necessary  supplies 
when  demanded,  and  draw  on  us  for  your  reimbursement;  at  the  same 
time  transmit  us  the  vouchers. 

The  usual  commission  we  give  on  such  transactions  is  five  per  cent., 
which  we  hope  will  be  agreeable  to  you.  We  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
you  if  you  will,  from  time  to  time,  advise  us  of  the  prices  current  with 
you,  as  we  have  several  contracts  to  the  northward,  which,  probably, 
might  be  supplied  with  some  articles  from  your  place;  and  if  any  oppor- 
tunity for  Boston,  advise  Charles  Lyell,  Esq.,  or  .Alexander  Brymer,  to 
llic  same  purpose.  You  will  please  observe,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Pursers'  necessary  bills,  only  to  give  them  money  for  them  at 
the  current  exchange,  if  they  apply  for  it,  without  putting  us  to  any  loss 
or  expense  whatever.     You  have  form  of  a  voucher  enclosed. 

We  are,  sir,  yours,  &c,  Robebt  Gbant  &  Co. 

To  George  Houstoun. 

Victuallisb-Office,  September  ho,  1775. 
Gestiemew  :  Having  contracted  with  Mr.  Jiobert  Grant,  of  London, 
merchant,  for  furnishing  sea  provisions  to  such  of  his  Majesty's  ships 
and  vessels  as  shall  touch  at  Georgia,  and  be  in  want  thereof,  we  de- 
sire you  will  please  to  receive  of  him,  or  his  agent,  all  such  quantities  of 
sea  provisions  as  you  may  be  in  want  of  at  the  said  place;  and  under- 
neath is  a  copy  of  the  contract  made  with  the  said  gentlemen,  for  your 
information. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 

James  Wallack, 
Kobert  Pett, 
Thomas  Colbt, 
Jonas  Haswat. 

To  the  Commanders  of  bis  Majesty's  Ships  and  Vessels  at  Georgia. 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Robebt  Grakt's  Contract, 

And  it  is  further  agreed,  that  I  am  to  furnish  rice  in  lieu  of  half  the 
quantity  of  oatmeal  that  shall  be  demanded,  after  the  rate  of  half  a 


for  laying  such  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  chan- 
nels over  Charlestovm  Bar,  and  in  the  harbour,  as  they  shall 
judge  necessary,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and 
required,  to  prepare  proper  Fire- Vessels,  for  the  most  effec- 
tual annoyance  of  any  enemy  that  shall  atteinpt  to  enter  the 
said  harbour. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Lenvpriere  be  added  to  the  said 
Commissioners. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Letters  which  have  been  put  on 
board  the  Ship  Port-Henderson,  be  forthwith  brought  from 

pound  of  rice  in  lieu  of  a  pint  of  oatmeal ;  and  the  quantity  of  rice  that 
shall  appear  by  the  vouchers  to  be  supplied  to  his  Majesty's  ships  shall 
be  paid  for  in  the  following  manner,  viz :  Thirty-two  pounds  of  rice  shall 
be  allowed  to  be  equal,  and  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  same  price  as  one 
bushel  of  oatmeal. 

And  I  dn  also  oblige  myself  to  deliver  weekly  to  the  Admiral,  or  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  his  Majesty's  ships  at  Georgia,  or  when  the  com- 
manding oHiccr  for  the  time  being  shall  require  it,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  contract,  an  abstract  of  all  the  provisions  remaining  in  my 
stores,  and  likewise  an  abstract  of  the  several  species  and  quantity  of 
provisions  issued  to  each  of  his  Majesty's  ships  every  week  at  Georgia. 

LosDOK,  December  5,  1775. 

Deab  Sir  :  The  act  now  before  the  House  for  prohibiting  all  trade 
and  intercouse  with  the  associated  Provinces,  will  efl'ectually  prevent  our 
getting  home  any  remittances  from  Georgia.  All  .American  vessels  are 
to  be  seized  after  January.  All  vessels  found  going  to,  or  in,  any  of  the 
ports,  are  to  be  seized  after  the  1st  of  March;  and  all  property  whatever 
going  to,  returning  from,  or  remaining  in  any  of  those  ports  after  the  1st 
June.  This  being  the  case,  you  will  readily  see  that  it  will  be  impracti- 
cable to  charter  vessels  from  hence  to  proceed  to  Georgia,  load,  and  get 
away  before  March.  The  only  chance  left  of  our  shipping  anything 
will  be  from  East-Florida ;  if,  therefore,  (and  for  this  purpose  nothing 
must  be  left  unessayed,)  you  can,  by  any  means,  collect  and  lodge  five 
hundred  barrels  of  rice  on  the  Florida  side  of  St.  Mary's,  we  shall  not 
only  be  able  to  throw  a  handsome  sum  into  the  hands  of  our  correspon- 
dents, to  whom  e  owe  it,  and  much  more,  but  shall  make  a  handsome 
profit,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  something  extraordinary.  As  Tonyn 
is  no  friend  of  ours,  it  is  not  prudent  that  you  be  seen  in  the  conduct  of 
this  matter.  Make  Mr.  F.gan  acquainted  with  the  plan,  and  let  the  whole 
be  conducted  in  his  name  in  that  country;  and  as,  from  your  resolutions, 
you  are  to  have  no  intercourse  with  that  Province,  Egan's  name,  and 
none  other  there,  must  appear  with  you. 

You  can  easily  collect  the  rice,  I  am  sure ;  and  if  yon  conduct  the  busi- 
ness properly,  it  may  be  accomplished  without  the  knowledge  of  an  indi- 
vidual in  your  Province  to  whom  you  do  not  communicate  it.  In  fact, 
as  the  scheme  is  feasible,  practicable,  and  may  be  very  profitable,  I  am 
come  to  the  determination  of  chartering  a  small  vessel,  not  to  exceed 
four  hundred  and  fifty  or  five  hundred  barrels  of  rice,  and  go  out  in  her 
to  St.  Mary's,  East-Florida,  to  sail  from  hence  in  thirty  days  from  the 
date  hereof,  and  to  load  rice.  But,  for  fear  of  the  worst,  it  shall  be  in  op- 
tion to  send  her  (in  case  only  you  find  the  former  plan  impracticable)  to 
the  n'esl-Indies  with  lumber,  so  that,  from  this  sketch  of  the  matter,  regu- 
late and  govern  yourselves  accordingly.  A  load  of  lumber  you  may 
surely  get.  To  prevent  suspicion,  I  shall  charter  the  vessel  in  Egan's 
name,  and  only  appear  in  the  business  as  his  agent 

I  am  extremely  anxious  to  get  out;  and  as  this  is  the  only  chance  I 
shall  have,  nothing  will  prevent  my  putting  it  in  execution ;  and  as  the 
risk  we  run  of  a  failure  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  advantages  we  may 
reap  in  case  we  succeed,  you  may  depend  upon  what  I  now  write. 

i'be  act  recites,  that  so  soon  as  any  of  the  Provinces,  or  any  part  of 
a  Province,  returns  to  its  allegiance,  its  trade  shall  be  restored.  You 
will  therefore  be  best  able  to  judge  of  the  temper  and  disposition  of  our 
Province,  and  by  which  you  will  take  care  to  regulate  your  conduct.  As 
to  purchasing  of  rice,  (for,  as  you  know,  it  is  a  perishable  article,)  we 
ought  not  to  meddle  with  more  than  we  have  a  prospect  of  getting  off  our 
hands.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  find  an  opening  for  anything,  buy 
largely — we  owe  money,  and  we  must,  we  ought  to  pay  it.  I  shall  at 
this  time  say  no  more,  than  that  you  may  once  again,  before  you  see  me, 
hear  from  me  by  the  Packet  to  sail  the  10th  for  Virginia,  A'orth  and 
South-  Carolina, 

I  am,  &c.,  Roger  Kelsali. 

Lounon,  December  22,  1775. 

Dear  Sib:  Above  is  a  copy  of  what  I  wrote  you  via  .Augustine, 
since  which  I  can  only  inform  you  that  the  before-mentioned  law  re- 
ceived the  Royal  assent  yesterday,  and  I  have  very  good  reason  to  sup- 
pose will  be  transmitted  to  every  Governour  and  Commander  on  the  Con- 
tinent. I  would,  notwithstanding,  send  you  the  act,  but  cannot  procure 
it.  I  refer  you  to  Captain  McKay,  who  will  see  it  as  soon  as  any  per- 
son in  your  Province,  and,  I  dare  say,  will  communicate  its  contents 
most  willingly.  I  confirm  what  I  before  wrote  to  you,  and  you  may  ex- 
pect to  see  me  in  the  vessel,  which  I  have  already  wrote  you  I  would 
charter.  I  shall  put  off  her  sailing  as  long  as  possible,  yet  think  and 
believe  it  will  be  in  all  the  month  of  January ;  therefore  you  will  pur- 
chase accordingly.  I  hope  you  will  exert  yourself  in  this  business,  in 
which  case  I  have  no  doubt  of  success,  and  you  may  have  and  entertain 
the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  greatest  advantages  from  the  result. 
Rice  will  command,  in  all  probability,  twenty  shillings  per  hundred, 
staves  twenty  pounds  per  thousand,  and  other  things  in  proportion. 
Upon  the  whole,  exert  yourselves,  risk  something,  and  leave  the  rest  to 
fortune.  But  remember  rice.  This  is  the  article  we  ought  to  ship,  and 
it  is  expected  we  shall  do  it.  I  say  no  more.  As  to  my  own  affairs,  I 
refer  you,  &c. 

I  am,  dear  James,  yours,  R.  Keisall. 

To  Messrs.  Keisall  and  Spalding,  Sunbury. 


True  copies: 


Edward  LASOWOBTax,  Secretary. 
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thence,  and  lodged  in  the  Constitutional  Post-Office,  and 
there  delivered  to  the  sevei-dl  persons  claiming  ;  the  claim- 
ants opening  the  same  in  the  office,  to  prevent  misde- 
livery. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Edwards,  Captain  Roger  Smith, 
Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Loocock,  Mr  Corbeti,  and  Mr.  Dupont,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Commissioners  for  unlading 
and  valuing  the  Cargo  of  the  Ship  Port-Henderson,  and  for 
fixing  a  reasonable  rate  at  which  the  said  Cargo  shall  be 
sold,  for  consumption  or  for  sale,  at  a  price  not  exceeding 
the  purchase  and  carriage,  in  small  quantities,  by  retail ;  and 
for  employing  proper  persons  to  execute  this  service,  allow- 
ing such  proper  persons  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their 
trouble. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  purchase 
Salt,  do  take,  for  the  publick  benefit,  all  such  Salt  as  they 
can  find  in  the  hands  of  private  persons,  as  expressed  in  the 
Resolve  of  the  19th  instant,  for  the  uses  therein  mentioned  ; 
paying  for  the  said  Salt  twenty-five  Shillings  per  bushel, 
and  allowing  for  each  family  from  whom  such  Salt  shall  be 
taken,  sufficient  for  such  family's  use  during  six  months. 

Read  a  Letter  from  Edward  Rutledge,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Delegates  from  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress, 
.dated  at  Philadelphia,  1st  March,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  or  a  majority  of  such  of  them  as  shall  at 
any  time  be  present  in  the  said  Congress,  or  any  one  of  the 
said  Delegates,  if  no  more  than  one  shall  be  present,  be,  and 
they  and  he  are  and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered, 
for  and  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  concert,  agree  to,  and 
execute,  every  measure  which  they  or  he,  together  with  a 
majority  of  the  Continental  Congress,  shall  judge  necessary, 
for  the  defence,  security,  interest,  or  welfare  of  this  Colony 
in  particular,  and  of  America  in  general. 

Resolved,  That  Roger  Smith,  Thomas  Savage,  John 
Matthews,  John  Huger,  John  Parker,  Jacob  Motte,  Elias 
Horry,  Jun.,  Peter  Leger,  and  Alexander  Moultrie,  Esqs., 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Commissioners  to  stamp, 
and  any  three  of  them  to  sign,  the  Bills  or  Certificates  of  the 
larger  denominations,  from  one  hundred  Pounds  down  to  fif- 
teen Pounds  ;  which  Bills  shall  also  be  countersigned  by  any 
one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  And  that  John 
Deas,  John  Scott,  Sen.,  John  MCall,  Sen.,  Joshua  Ward, 
Samuel  Prioleau,  Jun.,  James  Fisher,  John  Webb,  William 
Doughty,  Alexander  Inglis,  William  Greemvood,  Samuel 
Legare,  Nathaniel  Russell,  Thomas  Jones,  Peter  Fayssoux, 
and  Thomas  Waring,  Esqs.,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ap- 
pointed Commissioners,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  have 
printed,  and  any  two  of  them  to  sign,  the  Bills  of  smaller 
denominations,  from  three  Pounds  down  to  one  Shilling  and 
three  Pence,  voted  on  the  6th  instant  to  be  issued.  And 
when  stamped,  printed,  signed,  and  numbered  as  aforesaid, 
that  they,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  all  the  said  Bills  into 
the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Colony  Treasury. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Petitions  of  Joseph  Buffington  and  William  Wofford,  Esqs., 
being  taken  into  consideration,  and  amended,  the  Congress 
came  to  the  following  Resolutions  thereupon : 

Whereas  it  appears,  that  the  fifty  acres  of  Land  upon 
which  Iron  Works  are  to  be  erected  by  Joseph  Buffington, 
are  not  his,  but  the  property  of  William  Wofford,  Esq.,  or 
others ;  and  that  there  is  an  encumbrance  upon  the  said 
AVorks  already  begun  ;  and  that  the  carrying  on  the  said 
Works  will  be  a  publick  benefit : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  encumbrance,  being 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  Pounds  eight 
Shillings  and  ten  Pence  half-Penny,  due  to  the  Honourable 
William  Henry  Drayton,  be  paid  ;  and  that  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  Pounds  be  lent,  for  the  carrying  on  and  comple- 
ting the  said  Works,  upon  the  following  terms,  viz :  That 
when  the  said  William  Wofford,  or  others  having  legal  right 
so  to  do,  shall  have  made,  to  the  said  Joseph  Bujingion, 
good  and  sufficient  title,  in  fee  simple,  to  the  said  fifty  acres 
of  Land  ;  saving  to  the  said  William  Wofford,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  that  on  no  part  of  the  said  fifty  acres  of  Land  shall 
any  Grist  or  Flour  Mill,  to  work  by  water,  be  erected,  and 
that  the  water  shall  not  be  stopped  to  the  detriment  of  the 
said  William  Wofford,  his  heirs  and  assigns  ;  and  the  said 
Joseph  BuJJington  shall  then  have  made  to  John  Neufoille, 


William  Gibbcs,  and  Peter  Bacot,  Esqs.,  in  trust  for  the 
publick,  good  and  sufficient  titles  in  fee  simple,  and  also 
titles  in  like  manner  to  one  thousand  acres  of  Land,  with 
timber  for  fuel  contiguous  thereto ;  and  Mr.  Drayton  shall 
have  transferred  to  the  said  John  Neufville,  William  Gibbcs, 
and  Peter  Bacot,  Esqs.,  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  all  such 
sex^urities  as  he  may  have  for  the  payment  to  him  of  the 
said  encumbrance  ;  then  the  said  sum  of  two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighty-one  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  ten 
Pence  half- Penny,  shall,  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Trea- 
sury, be  paid  to  Mr.  Drayton :  and  the  said  Commission- 
ers shall  also  then  pay  into  the  liands  of  Colonel  John  Tho- 
mas, Captain  James  Williams,  and  Mr.  John  Prince,  the 
said  sum  of  four  thousand  Pounds,  to  be  by  them  expended 
and  laid  out,  as  Commissioners  for  erecting  and  completing 
the  said  Works.  And  that,  if  the  said  sum  of  six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-one  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and 
ten  Pence  half-Penny,  shall  not,  by  the  said  Joseph  Buf- 
fington,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  be  repaid  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  time  being,  within  four  years  next 
ensuing,  then  the  said  Lands,  with  all  the  improvements  there- 
on, shall  be  sold,  and  the  publick  reimbursed  the  said  six 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  Pounds  eight  Shil- 
lings and  ten  Pence  half-Penny,  of  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  ;  and  the  overplus,  if  any,  be  paid  to  the  said  Jo- 
seph Buffington,  his  heirs  or  assigns. 

And  whereas  the  establishment  of  another  Iron  Work 
will  also  be  of  publick  utility : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
Pounds  for  that  purj)ose,  be  granted  to  William  Wofford, 
upon  his  giving  full  and  sufficient  security  for  the  repayment 
of  the  same,  within  four  years,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  time  being.  Provided,  nevertheless,  That 
the  said  sum  of  three  thousand  Pounds  shall  not  be  lent  to 
the  said  William  Wofford  until  he  shall  have  made,  or 
caused  to  be  made,  good  titles  as  aforesaid  to  the  said  Joseph 
BuMngton,  to  the  said  fifty  acres  of  Land.     And  also. 

It  is  hereby  declared,  that  the  two  Iron  Works  above 
specified,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  the  Premiums  al- 
ready declared  for  the  encouragement  of  Iron  Works. 

Mr.  Edivards,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Propo- 
sal of  Mr.  William  Bellamy  was  referred,  delivered  in  a 
Report. 

And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  immediate  conside- 
ratipn. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand  Pounds,  cur- 
rency, be  advanced  to  the  said  William  Bellamy,  out  of  the 
Colony  Treasury,  on  loan,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  free  of 
interest,  in  consideration,  and  for  the  express  purpose,  of  his 
forthwith  erecting  a  proper  Mill  for  making  Paper  and  cut- 
ting Files,  in  as  great  perfection  as  in  any  part  of  Europe : 
he,  the  said  Bellamy,  giving  undeniable  security  to  John 
Neufville,  William,  Gibbes,  and  Peter  Bacot,  Esqs.,  Com- 
missioners of  the  Colony  Treasury,  for  the  performance 
thereof,  and  for  repayment  of  the  said  sum  into  the  said 
Treasury,  by  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  five  years. 

On  motion,  that  this  Congress  do  now  proceed  to  choose 
another  Captain  for  the  Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  in 
the  room  of  Captain  Richardson,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  appointment  be  referred  and 
left  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  Tliat  Thomas  Lynch,  Jun.,  Esq.,  on  account 
of  the  alarming  ill  state  of  health  of  his  father,  one  of  the 
Delegates  from  this  Colony,  at  Philadelphia,  have  leave 
of  absence. 

Resolved,  That  another  Delegate  to  represent  this  Colo- 
ny in  the  Continental  Congress,  be  forthwith  chosen  by  this 
Congress,  by  ballot,  in  addition  to,  and  with  as  full  powers, 
in  all  respects,  as  the  Delegates  already  chosen  have,  and 
are  invested  with. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  said  Dele- 
gate, 

And  Thomas  Lynch,  Jun.,  Esq.,  appeared  to  be,  and  was 
declared,  duly  elected. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  Jun.,  Esq.,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  appointed  a  sixth  Delegate  from  this  Colony,  to 
represent  the  same  in  the  Continental  Congress. 

Colonel  Powell,  from  the  Connnittee  to  consider  of  a  pro- 
per division  of  the  country  Militia,  delivered  in  a  Report. 


607 


SOUTH-CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  MARCH,  1776. 


608 


And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  consideration  imme- 
diately, amended,  and  agreed  to, 

It  was  Resolved,  That  the  Regiment  of  Militia,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Richard  Richardson,  be,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner,  divided  into  four  Battalions ;  each  under  a 
Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Major,  resident  in  the  District,  and 
the  wliole  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Richardson,  viz : 
That  part  of  the  said  Regiment  lying  eastward  of  Santee 
and  JVateree  Rivers,  into  two  Battalions,  to  be  divided  by 
Rafting- Creek,  from  the  mouth  and  north  branch  thereof 
up  to  its  source,  and  thence,  by  a  line  due  east,  to  Lynch's 
Creek ;  and  the  other  part  of  the  said  Regiment,  lying  west- 
ward of  IVateree-River,  into  two  other  Battalions,  to  be 
divided  by  Wateree- Creek,  and  the  south  branch  thereof  up 
to  its  source,  then  down  Jackson  s  Creek  to  the  mouth,  and 
to  Shyra's  Ferry,  on  Broad-River.  And  tliat  the  Fork 
between  Saludy  and  Broad  Rivers  be  divided  into  three 
Regiments,  according  to  the  division  of  Districts  by  the  Re- 
solve of  Congress  of  the  9th  of  February  last,  one  Regi- 
ment in  each  of  the  said  Districts. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  Sen.,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
Delegates  of  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress,  on 
account  of  his  ill  state  of  healtli,  have  leave  to  return  to 
tliis  Colony,  if  he  shall  think  it  necessary. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Sunday,  March  24,  1776. 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  John  Rutledge,  from  the  Committee  to  prepare  a 
plan  or  form  of  Government,  in  addition  to  their  former  par- 
tial Report,  made  a  further  Report. 

And  the  said  further  Report  being  taken  into  immediate 
consideration,  and  amended,  and  the  whole  Report  being 
gone  through, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  forthwith  fairly  engrossed 
upon  royal  paper,  and  laid  before  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Gabriel  Manigault,  Thomas  SmilJi,  John 
Scott,  Senior,  Samuel  Prioleau,  Senior,  Lionel  Chalmers, 
Esqs.,  and  Messrs.  Benjamin  Baker,  Richard  Moncrieff, 
Tfiomas  Young,  and  Jrilliam  Banbury,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  appointed  Commissioners,  they,  or  any  five  of  them, 
to  appraise  and  value  the  Houses  in  Charlestown,  in  order 
that  if,  during  the  present  unnatural  civil  war,  any  of  those 
Houses  should  be  damaged  or  destroyed,  and  any  recom- 
pense should  hereafter  be  thought  proper  to  be  made,  sucli 
owners  of  them  as  shall  be  in  readiness,  by  arms,  to  defend 
Charlestown,  and  Widows  and  Orphans,  may  be  recom- 
pensed accordingly.  And  that  the  said  Commissioners,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  oath,  and,  as 
soon  as  possible,  make  return  of  the  said  appraisement,  to- 
gether with  the  names  of  the  proprietors,  or  inhabitants,  of 
tlie  Houses  respectively  that  are  abandoned. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  allowance  as  has  been  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony,  be  givsen  to 
the  Delegates  now  representing,  and  to  represent,  this  Co- 
lony in  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  forthwith, 
by  Mr.  President,  presented,  by  letter,  to  Colonel  Richard 
Richardson,  for  the  very  important  and  signal  services  he 
has  rendered  to  his  country,  and  to  the  common  cause,  by 
putting  a  stop  to  the  late  dangerous  and  alarming  insurrec- 
tion, which  the  enemies  o{  America  had  excited  in  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  Colony  ;  desiring  the  Colonel  to  signify  the 
thanks  of  tliis  Congress  also  to  the  officers  and  men  who 
were  under  his  comtnand  uj)on  that  expedition. 

Resolved,  also,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  re- 
turned to  Major  Andrew  M^lliamson,  for  his  important  ser- 
vices on  the  same  occasion. 

And  Major  IVilliamson  being  present  in  Congress,  re- 
ceived thanks  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  be  desired  to  transmit  the 
thanks  of  this  Congress  to  Major  James  Mayson,  for  his 
services  upon  the  late  expedition  under  Colonel  Richard- 
son. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  returned 
to  Stephen  Bull,  Esq.,  of  Sheldon,  Colonel  of  the  Granville 
County  Regiment  of  Militia,  for  his  important  services  in  the 
command  of  the  Colony  Forces  in  Savannah  ;  and  that  he 


be  desired  to  signify  their  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men 
then  under  his  command. 

And  thanks  were  accordingly  returned  to  Colonel  BuB. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Monday,  March  25,  1776, 

The  Congress  met. 

And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  proper  Rules 
and  Articles  for  tlie  government  of  the  Navy  of  this  Colony, 
being  taken  into  consideration, 

The  said  Rules  were  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  forthwith  cause  a  proper 
number  of  copies  of  the  said  Rules  and  Articles  to  be  printed, 
for  the  use  of  the  Navy  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  every  Officer  who  actually  keeps  a  Ser- 
vant, and  does  not  take  a  Soldier  from  the  Regiment  to  wait 
on  him,  shall  be  allowed  a  ration  of  Provision  for  such  Ser- 
vant per  day. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Williams,  Captain  Witm,  Mr. 
Loocock.  Mr.  Prince,  Colonel  Wofford,  and  Mr.  Beard, 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  and  report  proper  places  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  at  which  the  election  of  Mem- 
bers of  Congress,  or  of  the  General  Assembly,  should  be 
held,  where  such  places  are  not  already  appointed,  or  where 
those  already  appointed  may  be  improper  or  inconvenient ; 
and  also,  of  proper  persons  to  attend  and  receive  the  votes 
of  the  electors. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

In  Congress,  Tuesday,  March  26,  1 776. 
Tlie  Congress  met. 
And  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  David  Duncan 
was  referred,  reported,  that  they  had,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
both  parties,  settled  the  dispute  between  him  and  Mrs.  Lin- 
gard. 

The  engrossed  copy  of  "  A  Constitution,  or  form  of  Go-  ' 
vemment,"  being  laid  before  the  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  C.  C.  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Salva- 
dor be  a  Committee  to  examine  and  compare  the  same  with 
the  rough  draft  thereof. 

George  King,  Esq.,  was  returned  duly  elected  on  the  6th 
instant,  as  a  Representative  for  the  Parish  of  St.  Matthew, 
in  the  room  of  Tacitus  Gaillard,  Esquire,  who  had  declined 
serving. 

On  motion,  to  establish  a  proper  rank  between  the  Officers 
of  the  Land  and  Sea  Forces  of  this  Colony : 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  for  the  publick  service,  that  a 
proper  rank  should  be  established  between  the  Officers  in 
the  Navy  and  the  Officers  in  the  Land  Forces  of  this  Co- 
lony: 

Therefore,  it  is  Resolved,  That  rank  be  established  in  the 
following  manner : 

The  Captain  of  a  Ship,  or  Frigate,  of  not  less  than  twenty 
guns,  all  not  less  than  nine-pounders,  of  three  years'  stand- 
ing, to  rank  with  a  Colonel. 

The  Captain  of  a  Ship,  or  Frigate,  as  aforesaid,  of  less 
than  three  years'  standing,  to  rank  with  a  Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel. 

The  Captain  of  a  Ship  that  does  not  carry  twenty  guns, 
all  not  less  than  nine-pounders,  to  rank  with  a  Major. 

The  Master  or  Commander  of  a  Snow  or  Brigantine, 
Schooner  or  Sloop,  each  carrying  not  less  than  fifty  men,  to 
rank  with  a  Captain  of  Foot.     And 

Lieutenants  in  the  Navy,  to  rank  with  Lieutenants  of 
Foot. 

Colonel  C.  C.  Pinckney  reported,  that  he,  with  Mr.  Sal- 
vador, had  carefully  examined  the  engrossed  copy  of  the 
Constitution  or  form  of  Government,  and  that  they  found  it 
correct. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  Title  be  prefixed  to  the  Said 
engrossed  copy : 

"  South- Carolina. 
"  In  a  Congress,  begun  and  holden  at  CharUtoum,  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  continued,  by  divers  ad- 


609 


SOUTH-CAROLINA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS,  MARCH,  1776. 


610 


joumments,  to  Tuesday,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six." 
"  A  Constitution,  or  form  of  Government,  agreed  to  and 
resolved  upon  by  the  Representatives  of  South-Caro- 
lina." 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Kalteisen,  Esq.,  while  he  con- 
tinues to  discharge  the  duties  of  Commissary  of  Military 
Stores  for  the  Regular  Forces,  be  allowed  a  pay  of  forty  Siiil- 
lings  per  day  for  that  service. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Memorial  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants on  Savannah-River,  Great  Rocky-Creek,  and  places 
adjacent,  was  referred,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  immediate  con- 
sideration, was  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  Fort  Royal,  about  eighteen  miles  above 
Fort  Charlotte,  on  Savannah  River,  on  the  frontiers  of  this 
Colony,  is  advantageously  situated  for  the  security  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  case  of  an  Indian  war,  either  with  the  Creeks 
or  Cherokees.  That  Ma.jor  Williamson,  Captain  Rowie, 
Captain  Andrew  Pickens,  Adam  Crain  Jones,  Esquire,  and 
Mr.  Rapley,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Com- 
missioners, they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  view  the  said 
Fort,  and  to  report,  upon  oath,  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Congress  or  General  Assembly,  the  state  thereof,  the  ex- 
pense of  building  it,  and  the  damage  done  to  the  owner  of 
the  land. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  to  the  two  Regiments  of 
Riflemen,  be  allowed  a  daily  pay  of  three  Pounds  ten 
Shillings. 

Ordered,  That  the  engrossed  copy  of  the  Constitution  or 
form  of  Government,  with  the  Title  prefixed,  be  now  read. 
And  the  same  being  read,  is  as  follows : 

South-  Carolina. 
In  a  Congress,  begun  and  holden  at  Charlestoum,  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  continued,  by  divers  ad- 
journments, to  Tuesday,  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. 

A  Constitution,  or  form  of  Government,  agreed  to,  and 
resolved  upon,  by  the  Representatives  of  South-Caro- 
lina. 

Whereas  the  Rritish  Parliament,  claiming  of  late  years  a 
right  to  bind  the  North- American  Colonies  by  law,  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,  have  enacted  statutes  for  raising  a  revenue 
in  those  Colonies,  and  disposing  of  such  revenue  as  they 
thought  proper,  without  the  consent,  and  against  the  will  of 
the  Colonists.  And  whereas,  it  appearing  to  them,  that 
(they  not  being  represented  in  Parliament)  such  claim  was 
altogether  unconstitutional ;  and,  if  admitted,  would  at  once 
reduce  them  from  the  rank  of  freemen  to  a  state  of  the  most 
abject  slavery ;  the  said  Colonies,  therefore,  severally  re- 
monstrated against  the  passing,  and  petitioned  for  the  repeal 
of  those  acts — ^but  in  vain.  And  whereas  the  said  claim 
being  persisted  in,  other  unconstitutional  and  oppressive  sta- 
tutes have  been  since  enacted,  by  which  the  powers  of  the 
Admiralty  Courts  in  the  Colonies  are  extended  beyond  their 
ancient  limits,  and  jurisdiction  is  given  to  such  Courts  in 
cases  similar  to  those  which  in  Great  Rritain  are  triable  by 
jury — persons  are  liable  to  be  sent  to,  and  tried  in.  Great  Rri- 
tain, for  an  offence  created  and  made  capital  by  one  of  those 
statutes,  though  committed  in  the  Colonies  ;  the  Harbour  of 
Roston  was  blocked  up ;  people  indicted  for  murder  in  the 
Massachusetts-Bay,  may,  at  the  will  of  the  Govemour,  be  sent 
for  trial  to  any  other  Colony,  or  even  to  Great  Britain ;  the 
chartered  Constitution  of  Government  in  that  Colony  is  ma- 
terially altered  ;  the  English  Laws,  and  a  free  Government, 
to  which  the  inhabitants  of  (^uebeck  were  entitled  by  the 
King's  Royal  Proclamation,  are  abolished,  and  French  Laws 
are  restored  ;  the  Roman  Catholick  Religion  (although  before 
tolerated  and  freely  exercised  there)  and  an  absolute  Go- 
vernment are  established  in  that  Province,  and  its  limits 
extended  through  a  vast  tract  of  country,  so  as  to  border  on 
the  free  Protestant  English  settlements,  with  design  of  using 
a  whole  people,  differing  in  religious  principles  from  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  and  subject  to  arbitrary  power,  as  fit 
instruments  to  overawe  and  subdue  the  Colonies.  And  where- 
as the  Delegates  of  all  the  Colonies  on  this  Continent,  from 
Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia,  assembled  in  a  General  Congress 
at  Philadelphia,  in  the  most  dutiful  manner,  laid  their  com- 

FouRTH  Series. — Vol.  v.  3 


plaints  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  humbly  implored  their 
Sovereign,  that  his  royal  authority  and  interposition  might 
be  used  for  their  relief  from  the  grievances  occasioned  by 
those  statutes,  and  assured  his  Majesty,  that  harmony  be- 
tween Great  Rritain  and  America,  ardently  desired  by  the 
latter,  would  be  thereby  immediately  restored,  and  that  the 
Colonists  confided  in  the  magnanimity  and  justice  of  the 
King  and  Parliament  for  redress  of  the  many  other  grie- 
vances under  which  they  laboured.  And  whereas,  these 
complaints  being  wholly  disregarded,  statutes  still  more  cruel 
than  those  above-mentioned  have  been  enacted,  prohibiting 
the  intercourse  of  the  Colonies  with  each  other,  restrictinof 
their  trade,  and  depriving  many  thousands  of  people  of  the 
means  of  subsistence,  by  restraining  them  from  fishinof  on 
the  American  coast.  And  whereas,  large  Fleets  and  Amiies 
having  been  sent  to  America,  in  order  to  enforce  the  execu- 
tion of  those  laws,  and  to  compel  an  absolute  and  implicit 
submission  to  the  will  of  a  corrupt  and  despotick  Adminis- 
tration, and  in  consequence  thereof,  hostilities  having  been 
commenced  in  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  by  the  Troops  under 
command  of  General  Gage,  whereby  a  number  of  peace- 
able, helpless,  and  unarmed  people,  were  wantonly  robbed 
and  murdered ;  and  there  being  just  reason  to  apprehend 
that  like  hostilities  would  be  committed  in  all  the  other  Co- 
lonies, the  Colonists  were  therefore  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
taking  up  arms  to  repel  force  by  force,  and  to  defend  them- 
selves and  their  properties  against  lawless  invasions  and 
depredations.  Nevertheless,  the  Delegates  of  the  said  Co- 
lonies, assembled  in  another  Congress  at  Philadelphia, 
anxious  to  procure  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Rritain  upon 
just  and  constitutional  principles,  supplicated  his  Majesty  to 
direct  some  mode  by  which  the  united  applications  of  his 
faithful  Colonists  might  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  per- 
manent reconciliation ;  that,  in  the  mean  time,  measures 
might  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further  destruction  of  their 
lives ;  and  that  such  statutes  as  immediately  distressed  any 
of  the  Colonists  might  be  repealed.  And  whereas,  instead 
of  obtaining  that  justice  to  which  the  Colonists  were,  and 
are,  of  right  entitled,  the  unnatural  civil  war  into  which  they 
were  thus  precipitated,  and  are  involved,  hath  been  prose- 
cuted with  unremitted  violence ;  and  the  Govemours,  and 
others  bearing  the  Royal  commission  in  the  Colonies,  having 
broken  the  most  solemn  promises  and  engagements,  and 
violated  every  obligation  of  honour,  justice,  and  humanity, 
have  caused  the  persons  of  divers  good  people  to  be  seized 
and  imprisoned,  and  their  properties  to  be  forcibly  taken  and 
detained,  or  destroyed,  without  any  crime  or  forfeiture ;  ex- 
cited domestick  insurrections ;  proclaimed  freedom  to  servants 
and  slaves ;  enticed  or  stolen  them  from,  and  armed  them 
against  their  masters  ;  instigated  and  encouraged  the  Indian 
nations  to  war  against  the  Colonies ;  dispensed  with  the  law 
of  the  land,  and  substituted  the  law-martial  in  its  stead ; 
killed  many  of  the  Colonists ;  burned  several  towns,  and 
threatened  to  bum  the  rest ;  and  daily  endeavour,  by  a  con- 
duct which  has  sullied  the  Rritish  arms,  and  would  disgrace 
even  savage  nations,  to  effect  the  ruin  and  destruction  of  the 
Colonies.  And  whereas  a  statute  hath  been  lately  passed, 
whereby,  under  pretence  that  the  said  Colonies  are  in  open 
rebellion,  all  trade  and  commerce  whatsoever  with  them  is 
prohibited  ;  vessels  belonging  to  their  inhabitants  trading  in, 
to,  or  from,  the  said  Colonies,  with  the  cargoes  and  effects 
on  board  such  vessels,  are  made  lawful  prize,  and  the  mas- 
ters and  crews  of  such  vessels  are  subjected,  by  force,  to 
act  on  board  the  King's  ships,  against  their  country  and 
dearest  friends ;  and  all  seizures  and  detention,  or  destruc- 
tion of  the  persons  and  properties  of  the  Colonists,  which 
have  at  any  time  been  made,  or  committed,  for  withstanding 
or  suppressing  the  said  pretended  rebellion,  and  which  shall 
be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  or  for  the  service  of 
the  publick,  are  justified  ;  and  persons  suing  for  damages  in 
such  cases,  are,  on  failing  in  their  suits,  subjected  to  pay- 
ment of  very  heavy  expenses.  And  whereas,  large  rein- 
forcements of  troops  and  ships  have  been  ordered,  and  are 
daily  expected  in  America,  for  carrying  on  war  against  each 
of  the  United  Colonies,  by  the  most  vigorous  exertions. 
And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  a  plan  recommended  by 
the  Govemours,  and  which  seems  to  have  been  concerted; 
between  them  and  their  Ministerial  masters,  to  withdraw  the- 
usual  officers,  and  thereby  loosen  the  bands  of  Government, 
and  create  anarchy  and  confusion  in  the  Colonies,  Lord 
William  Campbell,  late  Govemour,  on  the  15th  day  of  S^p- 
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temhcr  last,  dissolved  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony, 
and  no  other  hath  since  been  called,  although,  by  law,  the 
sitting!;  and  holding  of  General  Assemblies,  cannot  be  inter- 
mitted above  six  months  ;  and  having  used  his  utmost  efforts 
to  destroy  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  good 
people  here,  whom,  by  the  duty  of  his  station,  he  was  bound 
to  protect,  withdrew  himself  from  the  Colony,  and  carried 
off  the  Great  Seal  and  the  Royal  Instructions  to  Govemours. 
And  whereas  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Law  here  have 
refused  to  exercise  their  respective  functions,  so  that  it  is  be- 
come indispensably  necessary  that,  during  the  present  situa- 
tion of  American  affaire,  and  until  an  accommodation  of  the 
unhappy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  America 
can  be  obtained,  (an  event  which,  though  traduced  and 
treated  as  Rebels,  we  still  earnestly  dc^sire,)  some  mode 
should  be  established  by  conmion  consent,  and  for  the  good 
of  the  people — the  origin  and  end  of  all  Government — for 
regulating  the  internal  polity  of  this  Colony,  the  Congress 
being  vested  with  powere  competent  for  the  purpose,  and, 
having  fully  deliberated  touching  the  premises,  do  therefore 
Resolve, 

I.  That  this  Congress,  being  a  full  and  free  representa- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  Colony,  shall  henceforth  be  deem- 
ed and  called  the  General  Assembly  of  South- Carolina, 
and  as  such  shall  continue  until  the  21st  day  of  October 
next,  and  no  longer. 

II.  That  the  General  Assembly  shall,  out  of  their  own 
body,  elect  by  ballot  a  Legislative  Council,  to  consist  of 
thirteen  Membere,  seven  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  to 
continue  for  the  same  time  as  the  General  Assembly. 

III.  That  the  General  Assembly  and  the  said  Legislative 
Council  shall  jointly  choose  by  ballot,  from  among  tliem- 
selves  or  from  the  people  at  large,  a  President  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  a  Vice-President  of  the  Colony. 

IV.  That  a  Member  of  the  General  Assembly,  being 
chosen  and  acting  as  President  and  Commander-in-Chief,  or 
Vice-President,  or  one  of  the  Legislative  Council,  shall  va- 
cate his  seat  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  another  person 
shall  be  elected  in  his  room  ;  and  if  one  of  the  Legislative 
Council  is  chosen  President  and  Commander-in-Chief,  or 
Vice-President,  he  shall  lose  his  seat,  and  another  person 
shall  be  elected  in  his  stead. 

V.  That  there  be  a  Privy  Council,  whereof  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  Colony  shall  of  course  be  a  Member,  and 
President  of  the  Privy  Council ;  and  that  six  other  mem- 
bers be  chosen  by  ballot — three  by  the  General  Assembly, 
and  three  by  the  Legislative  Council :  Provided  always, 
That  no  Officer  of  the  Army  or  Navy,  in  the  service  of  the 
Continent  or  of  this  Colony,  shall  be  eligible  ;  and  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  General  Assembly  or  of  the  I^egislative  Council, 
being  chosen  of  the  Privy  Council,  shall  not  thereby  lose 
his  seat  in  the  General  Assembly  or  Legislative  Council, 
unless  he  be  elected  Vice-President  of  the  Colony  ;  in  which 
case  he  shall ;  and  another  person  shall  be  chosen  in  his  stead. 
The  Privy  Council,  of  which  four  to  be  a  quorum,  to  ad- 
vise the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  when  required ; 
but  he  shall  not  be  bound  to  consult  them,  unless  in  cases 
after-mentioned. 

VI.  That  the  qualifications  of  the  President  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  Vice-President  of  the  Colony,  and 
Members  of  the  Legislative  and  Privy  Council,  shall  be  the 
same  as  of  Members  of  General  Assembly  ;  and,  on  being 
elected,  they  shall  take  an  oath  of  qualification  in  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly. 

VII.  That  the  Legislative  authority  be  vested  in  the  Pre- 
sident and  Commander-in-Chief,  the  General  Assembl} .  and 
Legislative  Council.  All  money  Bills,  for  the  support  of 
Government,  shall  originate  in  the  General  Assembly,  and 
shall  not  be  altered  or  amended  by  the  Legislative  Council, 
but  may  be  rejected  by  them ;  all  other  Bills  and  Ordi- 
nances may  take  rise  in  the  General  Assembly  or  Legisla- 
tive Council,  and  be  altered,  amended,  or  rejected  by  either. 
Bills  having  passed  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative 
Council  may  be  assented  to  or  rejected  by  the  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief;  having  received  his  assent,  tliey 
shall  have  all  the  force  and  validity  of  an  Act  of  General 
Assembly  of  this  Colony  ;  and  the  General  Assembly  and 
Legislative  Council,  respectively,  shall  enjoy  all  other  pri- 
vileges which  have  at  any  time  been  claimed  or  exercised  by 
til©  Commons  House  of  Assembly ;  but  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil shall  have  no  power  of  expelling  their  own  Members. 


VIII.  That  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative  Coun- 
cil may  adjourn  themselves  respectively;  and  the  Presi- 
dent and  Commander-in-Chief  shall  have  no  power  to  ad- 
journ, prorogue,  or  dissolve  them ;  but  may,  if  necessary, 
call  them  before  the  time  to  which  they  shall  stand  ad- 
journed ;  and  where  a  Bill  has  been  rejected,  it  may,  on  a 
meeting  after  an  adjournment  (for  not  less  than  three  days) 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council,  be  brought 
in  again. 

IX.  Tliat  the  General  Assembly  and  the  Legislative 
Council  shall  each  choose  their  respective  Speakers  and 
their  own  Officere  without  control. 

X.  That  if  any  Member  of  the  General  Assembly,  or 
of  the  legislative  Council,  shall  accept  any  place  of  emolu- 
ment, or  any  commission,  except  in  the  Militia,  he  shall 
vacate  his  seat,  and  there  shall  thereupon  be  a  new  elec- 
tion ;  but  he  shall  not  be  disqualified  from  serving  upon 
being  re-elected. 

XI.  That  on  the  last  Monday  in  October  next,  and  the 
day  following,  and  on  the  same  days  of  every  second  year 
tliereafter,  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be 
chosen  to  meet  on  the  firet  Monday  in  December  then  next, 
and  continue  for  two  yeare  from  the  said  last  Monday  in 
October ;  the  General  Assembly  to  consist  of  the  same 
number  of  Members  as  this  Congress  does,  each  Parish 
and  District  having  the  same  representation  as  at  present, 
viz: 

The  Parishes  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  Michael,  Cliarks- 
town,  thirty  Members. 

The  Parish  of  Christ- Church,  six  Members. 

The  Parish  of  St.  John,  in  Berkley  County,  six  Mem- 
bere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Andrew,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  George,  Dorchester,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  James,  Goose-  Creek,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Dennis,  six  Mem- 
bere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Paul,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Bartholomew,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Helena,  six  Members. 

The  Parish  of  St.  James,  Santee,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  Prince  George,  Winyah,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  Prince  Frederick,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  John,  in  Colleton  County,  six  Mem- 
bere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Peter,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  Prince  William,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Stephen,  six  Membere. 

The  District  to  the  eastward  of  Wateree  River,  ten 
Membere. 

The  District  of  Ninety-Six,  ten  Membere. 

The  District  of  Saxe-Gotha,  six  Membere. 

The  District  between  Broad  and  Saludy  Rivere,  in  tliree 
divisions,  viz : 

The  Lower  District,  four  Membere  ;  the  Little  River 
District,  four  Membere;  the  Upper  or  Spartan  District, 
four  Membere. 

The  District  between  Broad  and  Catawba  Rivere,  ten 
Membere. 

The  District  called  the  New-Acquisition,  ten  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  Matthew,  six  Membere. 

The  Parish  of  St.  David,  six  Membere. 

The  District  between  Savannah  River  and  the  North 
Fork  of  Edisto,  six  Members. 

And  the  election  of  the  said  Members  shall  be  conducted, 
as  near  as  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Elec- 
tion Act;  and  where  there  are  no  Churches  or  Church- 
wardens in  a  District  or  Parish,  the  General  Assembly,  at 
some  convenient  time  before  their  expiration,  shall  appoint 
places  of  election,  and  pereons  to  receive  votes  and  make 
returns.  The  qualification  of  Electore  shall  be  the  same  as 
required  by  law ;  but  pereons  having  property  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  the  last  preceding  tax,  is  taxable  at 
the  sums  mentioned  in  the  Election  Act,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote,  though  it  was  not  actually  taxed,  having  the  other 
qualifications  mentioned  in  that  Act.  Electors  shall  take 
an  oath  of  qualification,  if  required  by  the  returning  officer ; 
the  qualification  of  the  elected  to  be  the  same  as  men- 
tioned in  the  Election  Act,  and  construed  to  mean  clear  of 
debt. 

XII.  That  if  any  Parish  or  District  neglects  or  refuses  to 
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elect  Members,  or  if  the  Members  chosen  do  not  meet  in 
General  Assembly,  those  who  do  meet  shall  have  the  pow- 
ers of  the  General  Assembly ;  not  less  than  forty-nine  Mem- 
bers shall  make  a  House  to  do  business ;  but  the  Speaker 
or  any  seven  Members  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 

XIII.  That  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  firet  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly,  the  President  and  Commander-in- 
Chief,  a  Vice-President  of  the  Colony,  and  Privy  Council, 
shall  be  chosen  in  manner  and  for  the  time  above-men- 
tioned ;  and  till  such  choice  shall  be  made,  the  former  Pre- 
sident and  Commander-in-Chief,  and  Vice-President  of  the 
Colony,  and  Privy  Council,  shall  continue  to  act  as  such. 

XIV.  That  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  President  and 
Commander-in-Chief,  or  his  absence  from  the  Colony,  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Colony  shall  succeed  to  his  office, 
and  the  Privy  Council  shall  choose  out  of  their  own  body 
a  Vice-President  of  the  Colony ;  and  in  case  of  the  death 
of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Colony,  or  his  absence  from 
the  Colony,  one  of  the  Privy  Council  (to  be  chosen  by 
themselves)  shall  succeed  to  his  office,  until  a  nomination  to 
those  offices  respectively  by  the  General  Assembly  and 
Legislative  Council  for  the  remainder  of  the  time  for  which 
the  officer  so  dying,  or  being  absent,  was  appointed. 

XV.  That  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony,  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  be  chosen  by  the  General  Assembly  and 
Legislative  Council  jointly,  by  ballot,  in  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

XVI.  That  the  Vice-President  of  the  Colony  and  the 
Privy  Council,  or  the  Vice-President  and  a  majority  of  the 
Privy  Council  for  the  time  being,  shall  exercise  the  powers 
of  a  Court  of  Chancery ;  and  there  shall  be  an  Ordinary, 
who  shall  exercise  the  powers  heretofore  exercised  by  that 
officer  in  this  Colony. 

XVII.  That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
be  confined  to  maritime  causes. 

XVIII.  That  all  suits  and  process  depending  in  any 
Courts  of  Law  or  Equity  may,  if  either  party  shall  be  so 
Inclined,  be  proceeded  in  and  continued  to  a  final  ending, 
without  being  obliged  to  commence  de  novo ;  and  the  Judges 
of  the  Courts  of  Law  shall  cause  Jury  Lists  to  be  made,  and 
Juries  to  be  summoned,  as  near  as  may  be  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  in  such 
cases  provided. 

XIX.  That  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  be  nominated  by 
the  General  Assembly,  and  commissioned  by  the  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief  during  pleasure ;  they  shall  not 
be  entitled  to  fees  except  on  prosecutions  for  felony ;  and, 
not  acting  in  the  Magistracy,  they  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
the  privileges  allowed  to  them  by  law. 

XX.  That  all  other  Judicial  Officers  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  jointly,  by  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative 
Council,  and  (except  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Chancery) 
commissioned  by  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
during  good  behaviour ;  but  shall  be  removed  on  address  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council. 

XXI.  That  the  Sheriffs,  qualified  as  by  law  directed, 
shall  be  chosen  in  like  manner  by  the  General  Assembly 
and  Legislative  Council,  and  commissioned  by  the  Presi- 
dent and  Commander-in-Chief  for  two  years  only. 

XXII.  That  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Colony,  the  Register  of  Mesne  Conveyances, 
Attorney-General,  and  Powder  Receiver,  be  chosen  by  the 
General  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council  jointly,  by  bal- 
lot, and  commissioned  by  the  President  and  Conmiander-in- 
Chief  during  good  behaviour ;  but  shall  be  removed  on  ad- 
dress of  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council. 

XXIII.  That  all  Field-Officers  in  the  Army,  and  all 
Captains  in  the  Navy,  shall  be  by  the  General  Assembly 
and  Legislative  Council  chosen  jointly,  by  ballot,  and  com- 
missioned by  tlie  President  and  Commander-in-Chief;  and 
that  all  other  Officers  in  the  Army  and  Navy  shall  be  com- 
missioned by  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

XXIV.  That  in  case  of  vacancy  in  any  of  the  offices 
above  directed  to  be  filled  by  the  General  Assembly  and 
Legislative  Council,  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Privy  Council,  may  ap- 
point others  in  their  stead,  until  there  shall  be  an  election  by 
the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council  to  fill  those 
vacancies  respectively. 

XXV.  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Privy  Council,  may  ap- 


point during  pleasure,  until  otherwise  directed  by  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council,  all  other 
necessary  officers,  except  such  as  are  by  law  directed  to  be 
otherwise  chosen. 

XXVI.  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
shall  have  no  power  to  make  war  or  peace,  or  enter  into  any 
final  treaty,  without  the  consent  of  the  General  Assembly 
and  I^egislative  Council. 

XXVII.  That  if  any  Parish  or  District  shall  neglect  to 
elect  a  Member  or  Members  on  the  day  of  election,  or 
in  case  any  person  chosen  a  Member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  refuse  to  qualify  and  take  his  seat  as  such,  or 
die,  or  depart  the  Colony,  the  said  General  Assembly  shall 
appoint  proper  days  for  electing  a  Member  or  Members  of 
the  said  General  Assembly  in  such  cases  respectively.  And 
on  the  death  of  a  Member  of  the  Legislative,  or  Privy 
Council,  another  Member  shall  be  chosen  in  his  room,  in 
manner  above-mentioned  for  the  election  of  Members  of  the 
Legislative  and  Privy  Council,  respectively. 

XXVIII.  That  the  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress now  of  force  in  this  Colony,  shall  so  continue  until 
altered  or  revoked  by  them. 

XXIX.  That  the  Resolutions  of  this,  or  any  former  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony,  and  all  Laws  now  of  force  here,  and 
not  hereby  altered,  shall  so  continue,  until  altered  or  re- 
pealed by  the  Legislature  of  this  Colony,  unless  where  they 
are  temporary,  in  which  case  they  shall  expire  at  the  times 
respectively  limited  for  their  duration. 

XXX.  That  the  Executive  authority  be  vested  in  the  Pre- 
sident and  Commander-in-Chief,  limited  and  restrained  as 
aforesaid. 

XXXI.  That  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief, 
Vice-President  of  the  Colony,  and  Privy  Council,  respec- 
tively, shall  have  the  same  personal  privileges  as  are  allowed 
by  act  of  Assembly  to  the  Govemour,  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nour,  and  Privy  Council. 

XXXII.  That  all  persons  now  in  office  shall  hold  their 
commissions  until  there  shall  be  a  new  appointment,  in  man- 
ner above  directed  ;  at  which  time  all  commissions,  not  de- 
rived from  authority  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  shall 
cease  and  be  void. 

XXXIII.  That  all  persons,  who  shall  be  chosen  and 
appointed  to  any  office,  or  to  any  place  of  trust,  before  en- 
tenng  upon  the  execution  of  office,  shall  take  the  following 
Oath: 

"  I,  A  B,  do  swear,  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
support,  mamtain,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  South- 
Carolina,  as  established  by  Congress,  on  the  26th  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  until 
an  accommodation  of  the  differences  between  Great  Britain 
and  America  shall  take  place,  or  I  shall  be  released  from 
this  oath  by  the  Legislative  authority  of  tlie  said  Colony. 
So  help  me  God." 

And  all  such  persons  shall  also  take  an  oath  of  office. 

XXXIV.  That  the  following  yearly  Salaries  be  allowed 
to  the  publick  officers  undermentioned : 

The  President  and  Commander-in-Chief,  nine  thousand 
Pounds. 

The  Chief  Justice  and  the  Assistant  Judges,  the  salaries, 
respectively,  as  by  act  of  Assembly  established. 

The  Attorney-General,  two  thousand  one  hundred  Pounds, 
in  lieu  of  all  charges  against  tlie  pubhck  for  fees  upon 
criminal  prosecutions. 

The  Ordinary,  one  thousand  Pounds. 

The  three  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  two  thousand 
Pounds  each. 

And  all  other  publick  Officers  shall  have  the  same  salai-Ies 
as  are  allowed  such  Officers  respectively  by  act  of  Assem- 
bly. 

By  order  of  the  Congress. 

March  26,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  President  of  the  Congress  do  sign 
the  same,  and  also  the  Secretary. 

Which  being  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  do  cause  the  same  to  he 
forthwith  printed  and  published,  and  three  copies  deliverect 
for  every  Member. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Parsons  and  Mr.  Bee,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  prepare  and  report  the  fomi  of  an  Oath  j)roper  to 
be  administered  to  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Com— 


€15 


SOUTH-CAROLINA  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  MARCH,  1776. 


616 


mander-in-Chief,  previous  to  his  entering  upon  the  execution 
of  the  duties  of  tiiat  high  station. 

The  Constitution,  or  form  of  Government,  agreed  to,  and 
resolved  ujwn,  by  the  Representatives  of  South- Carolina, 
being  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Congress,  and  attest- 
ed by  tlie  Secretary; 

The  Members  made  choice  of  the  Honourable  William 
Henry  Drayton  to  be  their  Chairman. 

And  were  then  adjourned  as  a  General  Assembly,  to 
meet  at  five  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 


SOUTH-C.A^ROLINA  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

Tuesday,  March  26,  1776. 

The  Constitution,  or  form  of  Government,  agreed  to  and 
resolved  upon  by  the  Representatives  of  South- Carolina, 
having  been  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Congress,  and 
attested  by  the  Secretary, 

The  Menibere  of  the  General  Assembly  made  choice  of 
the  Hon.  William  Henry  Drayton,  to  be  their  Chairman. 

The  General  Assembly  were  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at 
five  o'clock,  m  die  afternoon. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  General  Assembly  met,  according  to  adjournment ; 
and  Mr.  Chairman  being  seated, 

The  Members  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. And  the  ballots  being  cast  up,  Mr.  Chairman  reported, 
that  Charles  PincJcney,  Henry  Middleton,  Richard  Rich- 
ardson, Rawlins  Lowndes,  Le  Roy  Hammond,  Henry  Lau- 
rens, David  Oliphant,  Thomas  Ferguson,  Stephen  Dull, 
George  Gabriel  Powell,  Thomas  Bee,  Joseph  Kershaw,  and 
Thomas  Shuhrick,  Esquires,  were  duly  chosen  Members  of 
the  Legislative  Council. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, and  all  other  Officers  to  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  be  declared  duly  elected  only  by  the  votes  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Members  present. 

The  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief;  and  as  it  appeared,  upon  casting 
up  the  ballots,  that  no  person  who  had  been  balloted  for  had 
the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Members  present. 

The  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  again  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  South- Carolina ;  and,  upon 
casting  up  the  ballots,  Mr.  Chairman  reported  that  the 
Honourable  John  Rutledge,  Esq.,  was  duly  chosen  Presi- 
dent and  Commander-in-Chief  of  South-  Carolina. 

The  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Colony ;  and,  upon  casting  up  the  ballots,  Mr. 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Honourable  Henry  Laurens, 
Esq.,  was  duly  chosen  Vice-President  of  the  Colony. 

The  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  were  then  ad- 
journed to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  27,  1776. 
The  General  Assembly  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  being  read,  his  Excellency  the 
President  elect,  being  present,  addressed  the  General  As- 
sembly, in  nearly  the  words  following  : 

"Gentlemen:  The  very  great,  unsolicited,  and  unex- 
pected honour  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  on 
me,  has  overwhelmed  me  with  gratitude  and  concern.  Per- 
mit me  to  return  you  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  so  distin- 
guishing and  unmerited  a  mark  of  your  confidence  and 
esteem.  I  have  the  deepest  sense  of  this  honour.  The 
being  called  by  the  free  suffrages  of  a  brave  and  generous 
People  to  preside  over  their  welfare,  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
highest  any  man  can  receive.  But  dreading  the  weighty 
and  arduous  duties  of  this  station,  I  really  wish  that  your 
choice  had  fallen  upon  one  better  qualified  to  discharge 
them ;  for,  though  in  zeal  and  integrity  I  will  yield  to  no 
man,  in  abilities  to  serve  you  I  know  my  inferiority  to 
many.  Since,  however,  tliis,  gentlemen,  is  your  pleasure, 
although  I  foresee  that,  by  submitting  to  it  I  shall  be 
ranked  by  your  enemies  amongst  ambitious  and  designing 
jnen,  (by  whom  they  say  the  people  have  been  deceived  and 


misled,)  yet,  as  I  have  always  thought  every  man's  best  ser- 
vices due  to  his  country,  no  fear  of  slander,  or  of  difficulty 
or  danger,  shall  deter  me  from  yielding  mine.  In  so  peri- 
lous a  season  as  the  present  I  will  not  withhold  them ;  but 
in  her  cause  every  moment  of  my  time  shall  be  devoted. 
Happy  indeed  shall  I  be,  if  those  services  answer  your  ex- 
pectations, or  my  own  wishes.  On  the  candour  of  my  wor- 
thy countrymen  I  rely,  to  put  the  most  favourable  construc- 
tion, as  they  hitherto  have  done,  upon  my  actions.  I  assure 
myself  of  receiving,  in  the  faithful  disciiarge  of  my  duty,  the 
support  and  assistance  of  every  good  man  in  the  Colony ; 
and  my  most  fervent  prayer  to  the  omnipotent  Ruler  of  the 
univei-se  is,  that,  under  his  gracious  Providence,  the  liberties 
of  America  may  be  for  ever  preserved." 
And  then  the  President  elect  withdrew. 

His  Honour  the  Vice-President  elect,  in  a  speech,  stating 
his  reasons  for  so  doing,  desired  leave  to  decline  the  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  of  Vice-President,  and  requested  that  the 
Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative  Council 
would  proceed  to  a  new  choice  of  a  Vice-President  of  the 
Colony. 

His  Honour  then  withdrew. 

And  the  Members  having  taken  the  subject  under  their 
consideration,  directed  Mr.  Chairman  to  point  out  to  his 
Honour  the  Vice-President  the  mistake  he  was  under, 
touching  his  not  being  equal  to  act  in  the  Chancer)-,  and 
upon  which  he  had  founded  his  desire  to  decline  the  Vice- 
Presidentship  ;  to  acquaint  him  that  his  services  in  that  sta- 
tion were  desired  ;  and  to  report  his  determination  thereupon. 
And  the  Vice-President  being  sent  to,  to  desire  his  presence 
in  the  General  Assembly,  and  his  Honour  signifying  that  he 
was  much  indisposed,  and  begged  to  be  excused  attending 
for  the  present. 

The  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council,  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Chief  Justice ; 
and,  upon  casting  up  the  ballots,  Mr.  Chairman  reported 
that  the  Honourable  William  Henry  Drayton,  Esq.,  was 
duly  elected  Chief  Justice. 

The  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative 
Council  then  proceeded,  in  like  manner,  to  the  choice  of 
four  Assistant  Judges ;  and  the  ballots  being  cast  up,  Mr. 
Chairman  reported  that  the  Honourable  Thomas  Bee,  John 
Matthews,  Esq.,  and  the  Honourable  George  Gabriel  Powell, 
were  duly  elected  Assistant  Judges,  by  the  votes  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Members  present ;  but  that  Mr.  Henry  Pendle- 
ton, who  had  the  next  number  of  votes,  had  not  such  a 
majority. 

A  motion  was  thereupon  made,  to  determine,  by  a  ques- 
tion, whether  Mr.  Pendleton  was  duly  elected  an  Assistant 
Judge  ;  and  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Colonel  Powell  then  requested  leave  to  decline  accepting 
the  appointment  to  the  office  of  an  Assistant  Judge  of  this 
Colony  ;  and  giving  such  reasons  as  were  satisfactoiy  to  the 
House,  his  request  was  granted. 

The  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative 
(youncil  thereupon  proceeded  to  ballot  for  two  Assistant 
Judges ;  and  the  ballots  being  cast  up,  Mr.  Chairman  re- 
ported that  Joshua  Ward  and  Henry  Pendleton,  Esquires, 
were  duly  elected  Assistant  Judges. 

The  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  Legislative 
Council  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  an  Attorney-General ; 
and  the  ballots  being  cast  up,  Mr.  Chairman  reported  that 
Alexander  Moultrie,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  Attorney-Ge- 
neral. 

Colonel  Parsons  reported,  from  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose,  the  draft  of  an  Oath  proper  to  be  taken 
by  His  Excellency  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

And  the  said  Report  being  agreed  to. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Oath  be  administered,  in 
the  General  Assembly,  to  his  Excellency  the  President  and 
Commander-in-Chief,  to  qualify  him  for  entering  upon  the 
execution  of  his  office : 

"  I  solenmly  promise  and  swear  to  preside  over  the  people 
of  this  Colony  according  to  the  Constitution,  or  form  of  Go- 
vernment, agreed  to  and  resolved  upon  by  the  Representa- 
tives of  South- Carolina,  on  the  26th  day  of  March,  1776  ; 
that  I  will  cause  law  and  justice  in  mercy  to  be  executed ; 
and,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  maintain  and  defend  the 
laws  of  God.  the  Protestant  Religion,  and  the  Uberties  of 
America.     So  help  me  God." 
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The  Members  of  the  General  Assembly  were  then  ad- 
journed, to  meet  at  five  o'clock,  in  the  evening. 

Wednesday,  March  27,  1776,  five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  General  Assembly  met,  according  to  adjournment, 
and  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  following  Officers,  separately, 
viz: 

The  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  the  'Ordinary,  the  Judge 
of  the  Admiralty,  the  Register  of  Mesne  Conveyances,  and 
the  Sheriff  of  Charkstown  District.  And  upon  casting 
up  the  ballots,  Mr.  Chairman  rejwrted  that  John  Huger, 
Esq.,  was  duly  chosen  Secretary  of  the  Colony  ;  that  Wil- 
liam Burrows,  Esq.,  was  duly  chosen  Ordinary  ;  that  Hugh 
Rutledge,  Esq.,  was  duly  chosen  Judge  of  the  Admiralty ; 
that  Georg-e  Sheed,  Esq.,  was  duly  chosen  Register  of  Mesne 
Conveyances  ;  and  that  Thomas  Grimball,  Esq.,  was  duly 
chosen  Sheriff  for  Charlestoum  District. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  Pre- 
sident and  Commander-in-Chief  be  sworn  into  office  to-mor- 
row ;  and  that  Colonel  Gadsden  be  desired  to  issue  Ge- 
neral Orders,  that  the  Regulars  and  Militia  in  Charlestoum 
do  parade  to-morrow ;  and  that  the  artillery  be  fired  when 
his  Excellency  shall  have  taken  the  State  oath ;  also,  that 
the  salute  be  returned  by  the  Navy ;  and  that  Proclamation, 
with  all  due  solemnity,  be  made  of  his  Excellency's  being 
sworn  to  the  administration  of  Government. 

Resolved,  That  a  similar  Proclamation  be  made  by  the 
several  Sheriffs  of  the  country  Districts. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Chairman  be  desired  to  wait  on  the 
President,  and  acquaint  his  Excellency  with  the  above  Re- 
solutions. 

And  then  the  General  Assembly  was  adjourned  till  to- 
morrow morning,  nine  of  the  clock. 

Thursday,  March  28,  1 776. 

The  General  Assembly  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  names  of  the  Members  were  called  over,  and  the 
Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

The  gentlemen  who  had,  on  Tuesday  last,  by  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  been  elected  Members  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  withdrew  to  make  choice  of  their  own  officers. 

On  motion,  that  a  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly  be 
now  chosen, 

Mr.  Chauman  quitted  the  Chair. 

And  the  Honourable  James  Parsons,  Esq.,  was  unani- 
mously chosen  Speaker. 

Mr.  Speaker  having  taken  the  Chair, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  their  Clerk,  and 
unanimously  made  choice  of  Peter  Timothy  to  that  office. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  the  rest  of  the  Members  having,  re- 
spectively, taken  the  oath  of  fidelity  required  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  oath  of  office  being  also  administered  to 
the  Clerk, 

A  Message  was  sent  to  the  Members  of  the  honourable 
the  Legislative  Council,  to  acquaint  them  that  the  Members 
of  this  House  having  been  duly  sworn,  they  were  ready  to 
receive  the  Legislative  Council,  that  the  oath  of  fidelity 
might  likewise  be  administered  to  them,  respectively,  in  the 
General  Assembly,  as  required  by  the  Constitution. 

The  Honourable  George  Gabriel  Poivell,  Henry  Mid- 
dleton,  TTiomas  Ferguson,  Charles  Pinckney,  Le  Roy  Hamr- 
mond,  Stephen  Bull,  Thomas  Shubriclc,  and  David  Oli- 
phani,  Esquires,  accordingly  attended,  and  took  the  oath 
of  fidelity  in  the  General  Assembly ;  and  then  they  with- 
drew. 

Thomas  Grimball,  Esq.,  who  had  been  duly  elected  She- 
riff of  Charlestoum  District,  attending  at  the  door,  he  was 
called  in,  and  likewise  took  tlie  oath  of  fidelity  required  by 
the  Constitution. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  Colonel 
Gadsden,  Colonel  C  C.  Pinckney,  Colonel  Daniel  Horry, 
Major  Cattell,  and  Captain  Roger  Smith,  be  a  Committee 
to  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Commander- 
in-Chief,  to  acquaint  him  that  the  Members  of  this  House 
having  been  sworn  in,  and  having  made  choice  of  their 
Speaker,  they  were  now  ready  to  receive  his  Excellency,  to 
administer  to  him  the  Oaths  necessary  to  qualify  him  to 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  that  important  station  to  which,  by 
the  suffi-ages  of  a  free  People,  he  had  been  elected. 


And  the  Committee  being  returned,  and  having  intro- 
duced his  Excellency,  he  took  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and  also 
the  oath  of  office,  in  the  General  Assembly.  And  his  Ho- 
nour the  Vice-President  also  took  the  oath  of  fidelity. 

His  Excellency  then,  preceded  by  the  Sheiiff  bearing  the 
sword  of  State,  and  the  Officers  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, and  accompanied  by  his  Honour  the  Vice-President, 
the  Honourable  the  Speaker,  and  the  Members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council,  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  and  Mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly,  in  solemn  procession,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Exchange ;  where  the  preamble  and  the  three 
subsequent  clauses  of  the  Constitution,  or  form  of  Govern- 
ment, being  read,  and  the  proceedings  in  the  General  As- 
sembly on  the  26th  instant,  whereby  it  appeared  that  his 
Excellency  John  Rutledge,  Esquire,  was  duly  chosen  Pre- 
sident and  Commander-in-Chief,  and  that  his  Honour  Hen- 
ry Laurens,  Esq.,  was  duly  chosen  Vice-President  of  this 
Colony,  being  also  read  and  proclaimed  by  the  Sheriff;  his 
Excellency,  with  the  same  procession,  returned  into  the 
General  Assembly,  Mr.  Speaker  and  the  Members  of  the 
General  Assembly  first  coming  in ;  and,  being  seated,  his 
Excellency  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief,  his 
Honour  the  Vice-President,  and  the  Legislative  Council, 
then  entered,  and 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  to  the  House  the  proceedings  since 
he  had  quitted  the  Chair.  His  Excellency  the  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief,  his  Honour  the  Vice-President, 
and  the  Legislative  Council,  then  withdrew. 

The  General  Assembly  then  proceeded  to  choose,  by  bal- 
lot, a  Member  of  the  Legislative  Council  in  the  room  of  the 
Honourable  Henry  Laurens,  Esq.,  who,  by  accepting  the 
office  of  Vice-President  of  the  Colony,  had  vacated  his  seat 
therein  ;  and  it  appearing,  upon  casting  up  the  ballots,  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  the  greatest  number  of  votes  had 
not  those  of  a  majority  of  the  Members  present,  the  House 
again  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Member  of  the  Legislative 
Council ;  and  having  balloted  accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker  re- 
ported that  the  Honourable  William  Moultrie,  Esq.,  was 
duly  elected. 

The  House  was  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon. 


Thursday,  March  28,  1776,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

And  the  names  of  the  Members  being  called  over. 

The  House  proceeded  to  ballot  for  three  Members  of  the 
Privy  Council ;  and,  upon  the  ballots  being  cast  up,  the  Ho- 
nourable James  Parsons  was  declared  duly  elected  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  Privy  Council  by  a  majority  of  votes  of  the  Mem- 
bers present. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  two  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  Privy  Council;  and,  upon  casting  up  the  ballots, 
it  appeared,  and  Mr.  Speaker  reported,  that  the  Honourable 
William  Henry  Drayton  was,  in  like  manner,  duly  elected 
a  Member  of  the  Privy  Council. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  third  Member 
of  the  Privy  Council ;  and,  upon  casting  up  the  ballots,  it 
appeared  that  none  of  the  gentlemen  balloted  for  had  the 
votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Members  present.  The  House 
thereupon  again  pixx;eeded  to  ballot  for  a  third  Member  of 
the  Privy  Council ;  and,  the  ballots  being  cast  up,  Mr. 
Speaker  reported  that  John  Edwards,  Esquire,  was  duly 
elected  a  Member  of  the  Privy  Council. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  President, 
acquainting  his  Excellency  that  this  House  have  chosen 
the  Honourable  James  Parsons,  William  Henry  Drayton, 
and  John  Edwards,  Esquires,  to  be  Members  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

The  following  Message  was  accordingly  drawn  and 
agreed  to  by  the  House : 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

This  House  having  chosen  James  Parsons,  Willian  Hen- 
ry Drayton,  and  John  Edwards,  Esquires,  Membei-s  of  the 
Privy  Council,  acquaint  your  Excellency  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that 
Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Roger  Smith  and  Captain  Moul- 
trie do  wait  on  his  Excellency  with  the  said  Message. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
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cil  to  acquaint  their  Honours  that  this  House  have  chosen 
Colonel  TVilliam  Moultrie  to  be  a  Member  of  their  House. 

The    following    Message   was   accordingly    drawn    and 
agreed  to  by  the  House: 
May  it  please  your  Honours : 

Tliis  House  think  proper  to  acquaint  your  Honours  that 
they  have  chosen  William  Moultrie,  Esq.,  a  Member  of  the 
Ivegislative  Council  in  the  room  of  his  Honour  Henry  Lau- 
rens, Esq.,  Vice-President  of  the  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  C.  C.  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Gibhes 
do  wait  on  their  Honours  with  the  said  Message. 

Captain  Moultrie  reported,  that  he,  with  Captain  Roger 
Smith,  had  waited  upon  his  Excellency  the  President,  and 
delivered  to  hiin  the  Message  they  had  in  charge. 

It  being  represented  to  the  House  that  there  was  an  urgent 
necessity  for  unmediately  opening  the  Ordinary's  Office, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Moultrie  do  wait  upon  William 
Burrows,  Esq.,  to  acquaint  him  of  his  being  chosen  Ordi- 
nary of  this  Colony,  and  that  it  is  necessary  he  should  pro- 
perly qualify  himself  to  enter  upon  the  execution  of  the 
duties  of  that  office  as  soon  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Loocock,  Captain  TVapier,  Colo- 
nel Thomas,  Major  Williamson,  Captain  Winn,  Mr.  Beard, 
Colonel  Gcrvais,  and  Mr.  Bull,  be  a  Committee  to  receive 
and  report  the  names  of  Candidates,  or  other  fit  persons,  to 
be  chosen  Sherifis  for  the  several  Districts  out  of  the  limits 
of  Charlestoum,  and  that  they  do  report  the  same  as  soon 
as  may  be  to-morrow. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  of  the  clock. 

Friday,  March  29,  1776. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Captain  Moultrie  reported  that  he  had,  agreeable  to  the 
order  of  the  House,  waited  upon  Mr.  Burrows  with  the 
message  he  had  in  charge ;  that  Mr.  Burrows  expressed 
great  sensibility  of  the  honour  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
House  in  electing  him  to  the  office  of  Ordinary,  which  he 
was  willing  to  accept,  but  that  his  present  indisposition  ren- 
dered it  imix)ssible  for  him  to  attend  the  General  Assembly 
to  take  the  necessary  oaths. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Horry  do,  on  account  of  Mr. 
Burrows's  presi^nt  indisposition,  wait  upon  him  at  his  own 
house,  and  administer  the  oaths  to  him  there. 

Colonel  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Militia  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  delivered  in  a 
Report. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  Colonel 
Charles  Cotesworth  Pinclcney,  Captain  Moidtrie,  Colonel 
Gervais,  and  Captain  Trapier,  be  a  Committee  on  the  state 
of  the  Colony,  and  to  report  to  the  House  such  Bills  and 
Ordinances  as  may  be  necessary  to  pass  during  the  present 
session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Messengers  be  sent  to  de- 
sire the  immediate  attendance,  in  this  House,  of  Captain 
Francis  Ross,  one  of  the  Members  for  the  New-Acquisi- 
tion. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the 
honourable  the  Legislative  Council,  to  desire  a  conference 
between  a  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  subject  of  a 
joint  Congratulatory  Address  to  his  Excellency  the  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief. 

The  following  draft  was  accordingly  prepared : 

May  it  please  your  Honours  : 

The  General  Assembly  think  it  expedient  that  a  joint 
Address  from  the  Legislative  Council  and  General  Assem- 
bly should  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  the  President, 
congratulating  him  upon  his  being  in  possession  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  and  assuring  him  that  both 
tlie  Houses  will  support  him  in  the  same  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes.  If  the  Legislative  Council  are  of  the  same 
opinion,  the  General  Assembly  will  appoint  six  Members  to 
manage  the  free  conference  on  their  part. 

And  the  same  being  agreed  to  by  the  House, 


Ordered,  That  the  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr, 
Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Cap- 
tain Roger  Smith  do  wait  upon  the  Legislative  Council 
with  the  said  Message, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  C.  C.  Pinckney,  Colonel  Daniel 
Horry,  and  Mr.  Salvador,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  and 
report  the  names  of  proper  persons  to  be  appointed  Magis- 
trates in  the  different  Districts  of  this  Colony. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  reported,  that  he,  with 
Captain  Smith,  had  waited  upon  the  Legislative  Council 
and  delivered  the  Message  they  had  in  charge. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  make  provi- 
sion for  the  payment  of  such  reasonable  Salaries  as  the  Le- 
gislative Council  niay,  during  tlieir  session,  assign  to  their 
respective  Officers. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Matthews  and  Captain  Skirving  do 
wait  upon  the  Legislative  Council  with  a  copy  of  tlie  above 
Resolution. 

Peter  Bacot,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury,  requested  leave  to  resign  that  office,  for  reasons 
which  he  stated,  and  which  were  approved  by  the  House. 

His  resignation  was  therefore  accepted. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Sheriffs  for  the  several 
Districts  out  of  Charlestown  be  now  balloted  for. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Colo- 
nel C.  C.  Pinclcney  do  wait  on  the  honourable  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  to  request  their  attendance  in  the  General  As- 
sembly to  join  this  House  in  balloting  for  the  SherifTs. 

Mr.  Matthews  reported,  that  he,  with  Captain  Skirving, 
had  delivered  the  Message  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  reported,  that  he,  with 
Colonel  Pinckney,  had  waited  on  the  Legislative  Council, 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  this  House,  to  request  their  at- 
tendance, in  order  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Sheriff ; 
and  their  Honours  were  pleased  to  answer  they  would  at- 
tend presently. 

Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  by  their  Clerk. 
"In  the  Legislative  Council,  March  29,  1776. 
"Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  : 

"  In  answer  to  your  Message  proposing  a  free  conference 
on  the  subject-matter  of  a  joint  Address  to  be  presented  to 
his  Excellency  the  President  by  both  Houses,  we  acquaint 
you  that  we  have  appointed  Colonel  Charles  Pinckney, 
Thomas  Ferguson,  and  David  Oliphant,  Esqs.,  a  Commit- 
tee to  confer  with  your  Committee  in  the  Conference-Room 
immediately,  or  at  such  other  time  as  may  be  convenient, 
"George  Gab.  Powell,  Speaker." 

The  Members  of  the  Legislative  Council  being  intro- 
duced, they,  with  the  Members  of  the  General  Assembly, 
immediately  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  Sheriffs ;  and,  the 
ballots  being  cast  up,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  duly  elected  by  the  votes  of  a  majority 
of  the  Members  of  both  Houses  present,  viz : 

Edward  Martin,  Esq.,  for  Georgetown  District ; 

Tunis  Tebout,  Esq.,  for  Beaufort  District ; 

Lewis  Golson,  Esq.,  for  Orangeburgh  District; 

Robert  Stark,  Esq.,  for  Ninety-Sir  District ; 

John  Wylly,  Esq.,  for  Camden  District ; 

Henry  William  Harrington,  Esq.,  for  Cheraws  District. 
The  Members  of  the  Legislative  Council  then  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  Colonel 
C.  C.  Pinckney,  Mr.  Motte,  Captain  Benjamin  Elliott, 
Mr.  Rapley,  and  Captain  Roger  Smith,  be  a  Committee  to 
confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  CouHcil  on  the 
subject  of  an  Address  to  his  Excellency  the  President. 

Ordered,  That  William  Williamson  &nd  BenjaminYoung, 
Esqs.,  have  leave  of  absence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  of  the  clock. 

Saturday,  March  30,  1776. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Major  CatteU,  Captain  Maham,  and  Mr. 
Toomer,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  report  proper  Rules 
and  Orders  to  be  observed  by  the  Members  of  this  House. 
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The  House  proceeded  on  tlie  Order  of  the  Day. 

And  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
MUitia  hi  the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony  being  debated  on, 
tlie  said  Report  was  disagreed  to. 

Thomas  Bee,  Esq.,  elected  a  Member  of  the  honourable 
the  Legislative  Council,  attended,  to  take  the  oath  of  (Ide- 
lity  in  this  House. 

And  being  introduced,  the  said  oath  was  administered  to 
him  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Catlell  and  Mr.  Cannon  do  attend 
Mr.  Bee  to  the  Legislative  Council,  and  acquaint  their  Ho- 
nours that  the  oath  of  fidelity  has  been  administered  to  him. 

Major  Cattell  reported,  that  he,  with  Mr.  Cannon,  had 
delivered  the  Message  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  by  their  Clerk. 

"  In  the  Legislative  _  Council,  March  30,  1776. 

"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen : 

"  This  House  hath  taken  into  consideration  the  Address 
which  was  prepared  jointly  by  a  Committee  of  both  Houses, 
to  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  the  President,  and  have 
agreed  to  the  same  without  any  amendment. 

"  By  order  of  the  House : 

"  George  Gab.  Powell,  Speaker." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  proper  Rules  to  be 
observed  by  the  Members  of  this  House,  delivered  in  a  Re- 
port. 

And  the  said  Report,  being .  taken  into  immediate  consi- 
deration, was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Rules  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  Mr.  Speaker. 

Ordered,  That  Gideon  Dupont,  Esq.,  be  Cashier  to  this 
House. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Andrew  TVilliamson  have  leave  of 
absence. 

Colonel  Charles  C.  Pinckney,  from  the  Committee  to  in- 
quire and  report  the  names  of  proper  persons  to  be  appoint- 
ed Magistrates  in  the  different  Districts  of  this  Colony, 
reported  a  list  of  the  names. 

And  the  said  List  being  immediately  taken  into  conside- 
ration, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  are  proper  to  be 
put  into  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  in  the  different  Dis- 
tricts of  the  Colony,  viz : 

Justices  Quorum  Unus. — The  Members  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  the  Members  of  the  Privy  Council,  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  the  Judge  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly,  all 
for  the  lime  being,  respectively:  John  Drayton,  Christo- 
pher Gadsden,  Paul  Trapier,  Claudius  Pegues,  John  Ches- 
nut,  John  Jam£s  Haig,  Richard  Rapley,  and  Benjamin 
Garden,  Esquires. 

Justices  for  Chaklestown  District. 


James  Akin, 
Nathaniel  Broughton, 
Edmund  Bellinger, 
Kichard  Bohun  Baker, 
Joseph  Bee, 
Elias  Ball,  Jun., 
John  Boone, 
John  Brailsford, 
William  Boone, 
Capers  Boone, 
Peter  Bonnethcau, 
Andrew  Cunningham, 
"William  Cattell, 
Lionel  Chalmers, 
James  Carsan, 
Isham  Clayton, 
James  Clark, 
John  Coram, 
Charles  Cantey, 
Gabriel  Capers, 
James  Donnom, 
Paul  Douxsaint, 
Levi  Durand, 
John  Sandford  Dart, 
William  Dewit, 
John  Drake, 
John  Dcas, 
Samuel  Elliott, 
Thomas  Evance, 
Thomas  Fuller, 
Alexander  Fraser, 
John  Frierson, 


Benjamin  Fuller, 
John  Fullerton, 
Frederick  Grimke, 
Culcheth  Gibbes, 
Joseph  Glover, 
William  Gibbes, 
Robert  Gibbes, 
Gabriel  Gignilliat, 
Melchior  Garner, 
John  Gaillard, 
Thomas  HeywarJ, 
Thomas  Hutchinson, 
Daniel  Horry, 
John  Huger, 
William  Hopton, 
George  Haig, 
Richard  Hutson, 
James  Hamilton, 
William  Hurt, 
Edward  Jerman, 
Ralph  Izard, 
John  Izard, 
Benjamin  Jenkins, 
Joseph  Jenkins,  Jun., 
William  Jenkins, 
Thomas  Lynch, 
Thomas  Lynch,  Jun., 
Andrew  Leitch, 
William  Logan, 
James  Lynah, 
John  Livingston, 
James  Laroach, 


Isaac  Legare, 
Thomas  Ladson,  John's 

Island, 
Gabriel  Manigault, 
Arthur  Middleton, 
Gabriel  Marion, 
Jacob  Mollc, 
John  Moore, 
Isaac  Mazyck, 
Hezekiah  Maham, 
Job  Marion, 
Joseph  Maybank, 
Peter  Mouzon, 
William  Mason, 
William  Massey, 
Benjamin  Marion,  Jun., 
Ephraim  Mitchell, 
William  Morgan, 
Robert  Murrill, 
James  Murray, 
Sampson  Neyle, 
Hopkin  Price, 
John  Pamor, 
John  Parker, 
Philip  Porcher, 
Isaac  Porcher, 
William  Parker, 
John  Poaug, 
Hopson  Pinckney, 
James  Reid, 
James  I/ytton  Richards, 
James  Ravcnell, 


Isaac  Rivers, 
David  Reynolds, 
George  Sheed, 
Thomas  Smith, 
James  Stobo, 
James  Skirving, 
Jonathan  Scott, 
William  Scott, 
Henry  Smith, 
Philip  Smith, 
Jeremiah  Savage, 
Joseph  Seabrook, 
Benjamin  Simons, 
Benjamin  Smith, 
John  Syme, 


Peter  Sinckler, 
James  Skirving,  Jun., 
William  Swinton, 
Maurice  Simons, 
James  Smith, 
John  Scott,  son  of  Jona- 
than. 
Richard  Park  Stobo, 
Joseph  Slann, 
Charles  Shepheard, 
William  Stanyarne, 
James  Sinckler, 
Thomas  Turner, 
John  Troup, 
Joshua  Toomer, 


Edward  Thoma.s,  Jun., 
Arnoldus  Vanderhorst, 
Robert  Williams, 
Robert  Williams,  Jun., 
Sims  Whit«, 
John  Wright, 
Richard  Withers, 
Abraham  Waight, 
Benjamin  Waring, 
John  Wigfall, 
Joseph  Wigfall, 
Peter  Witten, 
Richard  Walter, 
Jno.  Wilson  Wadmelab, 
Francis  Young. 


Justices  for  Beaufort  District. 

Andrew  Aggnew,  William  Elliott, 

John  Lewis  Bourquin,  John  Fripp,  Sen., 


John  Bull, 
WiUiam  Brisbane, 
Pierce  Butler, 
Joseph  Brailsford, 
John  Barnwell,  Jun., 
Nathaniel  Barnwell, 
John  Chisholme, 
Belamy  Crawford, 
Cornelius  Dupont, 
Edward  Davies, 


David  Girond, 
Benjamin  Guerard, 
Richard  Guerard, 
Godin  Guerard, 
James  Gignilliat, 
William  Harden, 
William  Hazard, 
Thomas  Hughes, 
John  Joiner, 
Adrian  Mayer, 


John  Mitchell, 
Samuel  Porcher, 
Richard  Proctor, 
Hugh  Rose, 
Thomas  Rivera, 
William  Ross, 
William  Reynolds, 
Thomas  Rutledge, 
Daniel  De  Saussure, 
WiUiam  Stoutenburg 
James  Thomson, 
William  Waight. 


Justices  for  Georgetown  District. 


Joseph  Allston, 
Josias  Allston, 
William  Allston,  Jun., 
Anthony  Bonneau, 
Abr.  Buckholts, 
John  Brockinglon, 
Capers  Boone, 
Francis  Britton, 
John    Baxter,    Jun., 

Kiti^aton. 
James  Carey, 
Alexander  Chovin, 
Samuel  Dwight, 
Thomas  Emes, 
Charles  Fyffe, 


Thomas  Grcigher, 
Benjamin  Gause, 
Hugh  Giles, 
Daniel  Horry, 
Robert  Herriot, 
Elias  Horry,  Jun,, 
Daniel  Huger, 
Benjamin  Huger, 
Thomas  Henning, 
John  James, 
Thomas  Lynch, 
Isaac  Marion, 
William  Mason, 
Archibald  McDonald, 
Adam  McDonald, 


James  McDonald, 
William  Michau, 
Samuel  Nesmttk, 
John  Plowden, 
Thomas  Port, 
Job  Rothmahier, 
William  Snow, 
Benjamin  Screven, 
Peter  Simons, 
Paul  Trapier,  Jul)., 
Samuel  Wragg, 
Anthony  White, 
John  Witherspoon, 
William  Wilaon, 
Gavin  Witherspoon. 


Justices  for  Orangeburgh  District. 


George  Ancrum, 
William  Arthur, 
Jonas  Beard, 
Samuel  Boykin, 
Richard  Brown, 
Donald  Bruce, 
Peter  Corbin, 
James  Cornelley, 
Malcolm  Clark, 
Isham  Clayton, 
John  Chesnut, 
Michael  Dickert, 


Benjamin  Farrar, 
John  Fairchild, 
Lewis  Golsan, 
Tacitus  Gaillard, 
Ralph  Humphries, 

Househill, 

David  Holmes, 
William  Houscll, 
John  Kcnsalow, 
Michael  Leitner, 
Ephraim  Mikell, 
David  Pow, 


Henry  Patrick, 
James  Pritchard, 
Samuel  Rowe, 
Michael  Christ.  Rowe, 
Jacob  Richman, 
George  Robinson, 
John  Savage, 
Arthur  Simkina, 
George  Strawther, 
William  Thompson, 
Wilham  Tucker, 
Thomas  Young. 


Justices  for  Nineti-Six  District. 

William  Anderson,         James  Hamilton,  George  Rom, 


David  Anderson, 
Robert  Anderson, 
John  Bowie, 
Patrick  Calhoun, 
William  Calhoun, 
John  Caldwell, 


John  Johnston.  Jun., 
Adam  Crain  Jones, 
William  Jones, 
William  Kennedy, 
Charles  King, 
James  Linley, 


John  Caldwell,  of  £/io-  James  Mayson, 


ree, 
Jonathan  Downs, 
John  Delattow, 
John  Fairchild, 
John  Ford, 
John  Lewis  Gervais, 
James  Griffin,  Sen., 
Thomas  Gordon, 
William  Henderson, 
Elias  Hollirgsworlh, 
David  Holmes, 


Robert  McCreary, 


John  Savage, 
Arthur  Simkina, 
Ralph  Smith, 
John  Sutterwaite, 
John  Thomas, 
John  Thomas,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Tutt, 
John  Tyger, 


John  Lewis  Mesnil,  Ve  Edward  Wilkinson, 


St.  Pierre. 
John  Purves, 
James  Price, 
Thomas  Polk, 
James  Pollard, 
Andrew  Pickens, 
James  Pritchard, 
John  Rogers, 
Andrew  Rogers, 


Thomas  Waddleton, 
William  Wofford, 
George  Whitefield, 
James  Williams, 
John  Williams, 
James  Wood, 
William  Wood, 
David  Zublj. 


Justices  for  Camden  District. 


Andrew  Allison, 
Robert  AlUson, 
Francis  Adams, 
Richard  Brown, 
William  Braiton, 
William  Byers, 
Joseph  Brown, 
Samuel  Baykin, 
William  Brown, 
John  Canty, 
James  Carey, 
'J'homas  Charlton, 
Henry  Cassels, 
Michael  Dickson, 
Wood  Furman, 
Lewis  Golson, 
David  Gordon, 
■William  Gaston, 
John  Gaston, 


Robert  Hancock, 
William  Howell, 
George  Hancock, 
Henry  Hunter, 
David  Hopkins, 
Andrew  Hemphill, 
James  Mortimer  Harris, 
Simon  Irons, 
John  Palmer, 
James  Pattern, 
Philip  Pearson, 
Thomas  Polk, 
Ezekirl  Polk. 
Robert  Patton, 
John  Robinson,  Crow 

(ler'g  Creek. 
Richard  Jenkins, 
William  Lang, 
William  Myers, 


Nathaniel  Moore, 

John  Nixon, 

Thomas  Neel, 

John  Newman,  Ogle- 
thorpe. 

John  Robinson,  MiU- 
Creeh. 

Richard  Richardson, 

William  Richardson, 

James  Simpson, 

Rich'd  Richardson,  Jr., 

Matthew  Singleton, 

William  Surother, 

John  Smith, 

Alexander  Turner, 

Thomas  Taylor, 

John  Winn, 

Richard  Winn, 

Thomas  Woodward. 
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Justices  for  the  Cheraws  District. 

John  Alran,  Henry   William  Har-  William  Henry  Mills, 

William  Dewitt,  rington.  Gforge  Pawlev, 

Elias  Dubose,  Arthur  Hart,  Claudius  Pcgues, 

Charles  Evans,  John  Kimbrough,  William  Pegues, 

Robert  Gray,  Thomas  Lidc.  Philip  Pledger, 
(Jeorge  Hicks, 

The  Committee  of  this  House  who  were  appointed  yes- 
terday to  confer  witli  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, on  the  subject  of  an  Address  to  his  Excellency  the 
President,  reported  a  draft  thereof;  and  the  said  Address 
being  read  and  amended,  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Colonel 
C.  C.  Pinclaiey  do  wait  on  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
acquaint  their  Honours  with  the  amendment  made  to  the 
said  Address,  and  desire  their  Honours'  concurrence  therein. 

The  Committee  appointed  yesterday  to  report  such  Bills 
and  Ordinances  as  may  be  necessary  to  pass  during  tlie  pre- 
sent session  of  the  General  Assembly,  delivered  in  a  Re- 
port. 

And  the  said  Report  being  taken  into  consideration  and 
agreed  to, 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  Colonel 
(Sharks  C.  Pinclcney,  Captain  Moultrie,  Colonel  Gervais, 
and  Captain  TVapier,  do  forthwith  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
following  Bills : 

A  Bill  to  punish  those  who  shall  counterfeit,  or  utter 
knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued  by 
the  late  Houses  of  Assembly,  or  the  Continental  or  Colo- 
nial Currency,  which  hath  been,  or  shall  be  hereafter  is- 
sued. 

An  Ordinance  for  altering  the  times  of  holding  the  next 
Circuit  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  Charlestoivn. 

An  Ordinance  to  vest  the  several  powers  therein  men- 
tioned, formerly  granted  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  in  the 
President  and  Privy  Council ;  to  suspend  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus Act,  as  to  commitments  by  them,  until  the  5th  day  of 
December  next ;  and  to  enable  them  to  take  measures  for 
assisting  a  neighbouring  Colony. 

A  Bill  to  empower  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  have  juris- 
diction in  cases  of  Captures ;  and  to  establish  the  trial  by 
Jury  in  such  cases. 

An  Ordinance  to  increase  the  number  of  Firemasters  in 
Charlestoum,  and  to  empower  any  two  of  them  to  pull 
down  a  House,  in  order  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  Fire, 
without  the  consent  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  so  much  of  a  former  Act  of  As- 
sembly as  relates  to  the  appointment  of  Henry  Peronncau 
and  Benjamin  Dart,  Esquires,  joint  Publick  Treasurere  of 
this  Colony. 

A  Bill  to  punish  those  who  shall  harbour  Deserters. 

A  Bill  to  revive  and  continue  such  necessary  Acts  as  are 
expired,  or  near  expiring. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  an  Ordinance  be  brought  in, 
appointing  a  proper  Oath  to  be  taken  by  every  person  pre- 
vious to  his  entering  upon  office  under  the  present  Constitu- 
tion. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  do  bring  in 
the  same. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  late  Con- 
gress do  give  Certificates  to  the  Members  applying  for  the 
same,  for  their  daily  attendance  therein,  till  a  Speaker  was 
appointed  ;  and  that  Mr.  Speaker  do  give  such  Certificates 
from  the  time  of  his  being  placed  in  the  Chair. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gervais,  Major  Williamson,  Ca]> 
tain  Benjamin  Elliott,  Mr.  Rapley,  and  Mr.  Sinckler,  be  a 
Committee  to  consider  and  report  what  recompense  and 
provision  should  be  made  for  several  persons  wounded  and 
disabled  in  the  publick  service,  and  also  for  the  families  of 
such  as  may  be  killed  in  the  said  service. 

A  Petition,  signed  by  Wilson  Cook,  in  behalf  of  himself 
ajid  other  complamants,  was  presented  and  read. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

And  then  tlie  House  adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  nine 
of  the  clock. 

Monday,  April  1,  1776. 
On  motion,  (inasmuch  as  tliere  is  no  Paymaster  for  pay- 
ment of  the  Militia  in  the  service  of  the  Colony  doing  duty 


in  and  near  Charlestoivn,  and  there  is  immediate  occasion 
for  their  payment,)  Resolved,  That  the  demands  now  due 
to  such  Militia  be  settled  and  adjusted  by  a  Committee  of 
this  House  ;  and,  on  being  adjusted  by  such  Committee,  be 
discharged  by  a  draft  on  the  Treasury  by  his  Excellency 
the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  Le- 
gislative Council  for  their  concurrence,  and  *to  his  Elxcel- 
lency  for  his  assent. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolution  be  engrossed,  and  that 
Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Mr. 
Chiffelle  do  wait  on  the  Legislative  Council  with  the  said 
Resolution, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edwards,  Captain  Roger  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Hall,  be  a  Committee  to  adjust  and  settle  the  Accounts 
due  from  die  publick  to  the  Militia. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  reported  that  he,  with  Mr. 
Chiffelle,  had  delivered  the  Resolution  they  had  in  charge 
to  the  Legislative  Council. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Acts  of  the  General  As- 
sembly and  the  Journals  of  the  Commons  House  of  Assem- 
bly, for  two  or  three  years  last  past,  lately  removed  to  Dor- 
chester, be  forthwith  brought  down  from  thence. 

The  Rules  and  Orders  to  be  observed  by  the  Members 
of  this  House,  agreed  to  yesterday,  being  engrossed,  were 
signed  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  affixed  to  the  wainscot  for  the 
perusal  of  the  Members. 

Message  from  the  honourable  the  Legislative  Council,  by 
their  Clerk,  acquainting  the  House  that  they  had  read  the 
Resolution  sent  to  them  from  thb  House,  and  concurred 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Waring  and  Mr.  William 
Parker  do  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  President  with  the 
said  Resolution. 

Mr.  Waring  being  returned,  reported  that  he,  with  Mr. 
Parker,  had  delivered  the  Resolution  they  had  in  charge  to 
the  President,  and  that  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  say 
he  would  give  orders  accordingly. 

Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  by  their  Clerk^ 
acquainting  the  House  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  amend- 
ment made  in  the  Address  to  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Address  be  engrossed. 
And  the  same  being  engrossed  accordingly,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  his  Excellency  John  Rutledge,  Esq.,  President  and 
Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Colony  q/" South- 
Carolina. 

The  Address  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  General  As- 
sembly : 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  We,  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  and  General  Assembly  of  South- Carolina,  con- 
vened under  the  authority  of  the  equitable  constitution  of 
Government  established  by  a  free  People  in  Congress,  on 
the  26th  instant,  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  address 
your  Excellency. 

Nothing  is  better  known  to  your  Excellency  than  the 
unavoidable  necessity  which  induced  us  as  members  of  Con- 
gress, on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  resume  the  powers  of 
Government,  and  to  establish  some  mode  for  regulating  the 
internal  polity  of  this  Colony ;  and,  as  members  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council  and  General  Assembly,  to  vest  you  for  a 
time  limited  with  the  Executive  authority.  Such  constitu- 
tional proceedings,  on  our  part,  we  make  no  doubt  will  be 
constnied  into  acts  of  the  greatest  criminality  by  that  des- 
potism which,  lost  to  all  sense  of  justice  and  humanity,  has 
already  pretended  that  we  are  in  actual  rebellion.  But,  sir, 
when  we  reflect  upon  the  unprovoked,  cruel,  and  accu- 
mulated oppressions  under  which  America  in  general,  and 
this  country  in  particular,  has  long  continued, — oppressions, 
which  gradually  increasing  in  injustice  and  violence  are 
now,  by  inexorable  tyranny,  perpetrated  against  the  United 
Colonies  under  the  various  forms  of  robbery,  conflagrations, 
massacre,  breach  of  publick  faith,  and  open  war;  con- 
scious of  our  natural  and  unalienable  rights,  and  determined 
to  make  every  effort  in  our  power  to  retain  them,  we  see 
your  Excellency's  elevation  from  the  midst  of  us,  to  govern 
this  country,  as  the  natural  consequence  of  such  outrages. 
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By  the  suffrages  of  a  free  People  you,  sir,  have  been 
chosen  to  hold  the  reins  of  Government ;  an  event  as  ho- 
nourable to  yourself  as  beneficial  to  the  publick.  We  fininly 
trust  you  will  make  the  Constitution  the  great  rule  of  your 
conduct  ;  and,  in  the  most  solemn  manner  we  do  assure 
your  Excellency  that,  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  under 
that  Constitution  which  looks  forward  to  an  accommodation 
with  Great  Britain,  (an  event  which,  though  traduced  and 
treated  as  Rebels,  we  still  earnestly  desire,)  we  will  support 
you  with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  bring  in  certain  Bills  and  Ordinances,  presented 
the  following : 

A  Bill  to  punish  those  who  shall  counterfeit,  or  utter 
knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued  by 
the  late  Houses  of  Assembly,  or  the  Continental  or  Co- 
lonial Currency  which  hath  been  already,  or  shall  be  here- 
after issued. 

An  Ordinance  for  establishing  an  Oath  of  Office  to  be 
taken  in  manner  therein  mentioned. 

A  Bill  to  prevent  Sedition,  and  punish  Insurgents  and 
disturbers  of  the  Peace. 

A  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  the  Desertion 
of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and 
for  the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  harbour  or  conceal 
them. 

A  Bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Firemasters  in  Charles- 
toion,  and  to  empower  any  two  of  them  to  pull  down  such 
Houses,  or  other  Buildings,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for 
the  stopping  and  preventing  the  spreading  of  Fire. 

An  Ordinance  to  suspend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  in  man- 
ner therein  mentioned. 

An  Ordinance  for  making  a  disposition  of  Moneys  for  the 
support  of  Government,  and  to  enable  his  Excellency  the 
President  and  Commander-in-Chief  oi  South- Carolina  for 
the  time  being,  to  exercise  certain  powers,  in  manner  therein 
mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  for  establishing  an  Oath  of 
Office,  to  be  taken  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  be  now 
read. 

The  same  was  accordingly  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

Being  read  a  second  time, 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Haig  and  Mr.  Motte  do  carry  the 
said  Ordinance  to  the  honourable  the  Legislative  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  for  making  a  disposition 
of  Moneys  for  the  support  of  Government,  and  to  enable  his 
Excellency  the  President  and  Commander  in-Chief  of  Soutfi- 
Carolina  for  the  time  being,  to  exercise  certain  powers,  in 
manner  therein  mentioned,  be  read  a  first  time. 

The  same  was  read  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance  be  read  a  second 
time. 

On  motion,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  Militia"  in  the 
latter  clause  of  the  second  section, 

After  some  debate,  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  for  an  amendment  to  the  said  clause, 
by  inserting  the  words,  "  and  Militia  to  act  in  an  adjoining 
Colony." 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  to  this 
House  the  Ordinance  for  establishing  an  Oath  of  Office,  to 
be  taken  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  read  a  first  and  se- 
cond time  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

Read  a  second  time  the  Ordinance  for  making  a  disposi- 
tion of  Moneys  for  the  support  of  Government,  and  to  enable 
his  Excellency  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
South- Carolina  for  the  time  being,  to  exercise  certain  pow- 
ers, in  manner  therein  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Roger  Smith  and  Captain  Tra- 
pier  do  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  President,  to  know  when 
he  will  be  pleased  to  receive  this  House  with  the  joint  Ad- 
dress of  both  Houses. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  mommg, 
nine  of  the  clock. 


Tuesday,  April  2, 1776. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Middkton,  Jun.,  and  Mr. 
Salvador  do  carry  to  the  Legislative  Council  the  Ordinance 
making  disposition  of  Moneys  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment, and  to  enable  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief for  the  time  being,  to  exercise  certain  pow- 
ers, in  manner  therein  mentioned. 

The  House  having  received  information  that  a  person, 
who  is  suspected  to  have  counterfeited  some  of  the  Certifi- 
cates issued  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  resides  somewhere 
near  Colonel  Thomas's,  and  also  that  Philip  Hart  had  a 
considerable  sum  paid  him  in  such  counterfeit  Certificates, 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Thomas  be  desired  to  use  his  ut- 
most endeavoui-s  to  apprehend,  or  cause  to  be  apprehended 
and  secured,  all  and  every  person  or  persons  in  his  neighbour- 
hood who  shall  be  suspected  of  being  concerned  in  counter- 
feiting or  uttering  any  of  the  Bills,  Certificates,  or  Orders 
issued  by  authority  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  Commons 
Houses  of  Assembly,  or  Congresses  of  this  Colony,  or  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  so  that  such  persons  may  be  brought 
to  justice. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Order  be  delivered  to 
Colonel  Thomas. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Verree,  Mr.  Weyman,  and  Mr.  Ashe, 
be  a  Committee  to  inquire  of  Mr.  Hart  touching  the  sum  he 
has  received  in  counterfeit  Certificates. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  presented  to  the  House, 
according  to  order,  an  Ordinance  for  altering  the  time  of 
holding  certain  Circuit  Courts,  and  of  holding  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  and  the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  usually 
held  in  Charlestown  in  May ;  and  the  same  was  received 
and  read  the  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ordinance  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  Bill  to  punish  such  as  shall  counterfeit,  or  utter  know- 
ing them  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued  by  the  late 
Houses  of  Assembly,  or  the  Continental  or  Colonial  Cur- 
rency, which  shall  have  been  already,  or  shall  be  hereafter 
issued,  was  read  a  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  the  Desertion 
of  the  Soldiers  or  Sailors  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and 
for  the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  harbour  or  conceal 
them,  was  read  a  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Berwick  have  leave  of  absence. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Thomas,  Captain  Winn,  Captain 
Williams,  and  Mr.  Beard,  have  leave  of  absence. 

An  Ordinance  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  certain  Cir- 
cuit Courts,  and  of  holding  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  usually  held  in  Charlestoum 
in  May,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Salvador  and  Mr.  Thomas  Middle- 
ton,  Jun.,  do  carry  the  Ordinance  to  the  honourable  the 
Legislative  Council. 

A  Bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Firemasters  in  Charles- 
town,  and  to  empower  any  two  of  them  to  pull  down  any 
such  Houses,  or  other  Buildings,  as  they  shall  adjudge  neces- 
sary for  the  stopping  and  preventing  the  spreadbg  of  Fire, 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Salvador  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  Middkton,  had 
delivered  the  Ordinance  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Council. 

An  Ordinance  to  suspend  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  in 
manner  therein  mentioned,  was  read  a  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ordinance  be  read  a  second  time. 

And  the  same  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McQueen  and  Mr.  Macpherson  do 
carry  the  said  Ordinance  to  the  honourable  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Daniel  Horry,  Mr.  Benjamin 
Elliott,  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  Colonel  Charles  C. 
Pinckney,  and  Captain  Moultrie,  be  a  Committee,  to  confer 
with  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council,  on  the  proper 
medium,  and  of  the  proper  persons  for  carrying  on  the  inter- 
course, and  conveying  messages  to  and  from  the  Legislative 
Council  and  this  House,  respectively,  and  to  report  fliereon.. 
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Captain  Roger  Smith  reported  that  he,  with  Captain 
Trapicr,  together  with  tlie  Honourable  Mr.  Bee,  of  the 
Legislative  Council,  liad,  according  to  order,  waited  on  his 
Excellency  the  President,  to  know  when  he  would  be  pleased 
to  receive  the  joint  Address  of  the  General  Assembly  and  Le- 
gislative Council,  and  that  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  say 
he  would  receive  tlie  same  to-morrow,  twelve  o'clock,  in  the 
Council  Chamber. 

Ordered,  That  an  Account  of  Mr.  John  Champneys, 
which,  by  the  late  Congress,  had  been  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee, be  referred  to  the  following  Committee  of  this  House, 
viz :  Mr.  William  Parker,  Mr.  Camion,  Mr.  Chiffelle,  Cap- 
tain Savage,  and  Mr.  Bacot. 

Information  being  given  to  the  House  of  the  discovery  of 
a  counterfeit  Bill,  of  the  denomination  of  three  Pounds,  is- 
sued by  authority  of  the  late  Congress, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Maurice  Simons,  Captain  Roger 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Powell,  be  a  Committee  to  make  inquiry 
after,  and  to  have  secured,  the  counterfeiters  and  utterers  of 
such  Bills  or  Certificates,  in  imitation  of  those  issued  by 
order  of  Congress,  with  power  to  search  persons  and  houses, 
and  seize  upon  such  counterfeit  Bills. 

Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  by  their  Clerk. 
"  In  the  Legiglative  Council,  April  2,  1776. 
"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  : 

"  Upon  the  third  reading  of  the  Ordinance  establishing 
an  Oath  of  Office,  to  be  taken  in  manner  therein  mentioned, 
this  House  is  of  opinion  that  some  amendments  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  thereto.  We,  therefore,  desire  your  House 
will  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  confer  with  a 
Committee  of  this  House,  in  the  Conference-Room  imme- 
diately, on  such  amendments.  Our  Committee  are  the 
Honourable  Colonel  Pinckney  and  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Bee. 

"  By  order  of  the  House : 

"  George  Gab.  Powell,  Speaker." 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  Captain 
Moultrie,  and  Mr.  Matthews,  be  a  Committee,  to  confer 
with  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, upon  the  amendments  proposed  in  the  Ordinance  refer- 
red to  in  the  foregoing  Message. 

Message  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  : 

This  House  have  appointed  a  Committee,  to  confer  with 
a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council,  on  the  proper  me- 
dium, and  of  the  proper  persons,  for  carrying  on  the  inter- 
course and  conveying  messages  to  and  from  the  Legislative 
Council  and  this  House,  respectively.  We,  therefore,  de- 
sire that  your  Honours  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee, to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  this  House  in  the 
Conference-Room,  as  soon  as  convenient,  upon  tlie  above 
business.  Our  Committee  are  Captain  Daniel  Horry,  Mr. 
Benjamin  Elliott,  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  Colonel 
Pinckney,  and  Captain  Alexander  Moultrie. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Message  be  signed  by  Mr.  Speak- 
er, and  carried  to  the  honourable  the  Legislative  Council  by 
Mr.  John  Parker  and  Mr.  John  Izard. 

Mr.  Parker  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  Izard,  had  deliver- 
ed the  Message  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  from  the  Committee  upon 
a  free  conference  with  a  Committee  from  the  Legislative 
Council,  touching  certain  amendments  to  an  Ordinance,  en- 
titled "  An  Ordinance  establishing  an  Oath  of  Office,  to  be 
taken  in  manner  therein  mentioned,"  reported  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  by  the  said  Committee. 

And  the  said  amendments  being  debated,  read,  and  pass- 
ed three  times. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  made  parts  of  the  said  Ordinance, 
and  sent  to  the  Legblative  Council. 

Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  by  their  Clerk. 
"  In  the  Legislative  Council,  April  2, 1776. 
"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  : 

"  Tliis  House  received  a  Message  just  now  from  your 
House,  by  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Izard,  the  address  of  which 
being  '  To  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen,'  we  suppose  must 
be  done  through  mistake,  as  the  mode  hitherto  used  by  your 


House  hath  been  otherwise.     We,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
return  you  the  Message  for  amendment. 
"  By  order  of  the  House : 

"  Geokge  Gab.  Powell,  Speaker." 
Ordered,  That  the  words  "  Mr.  Speaker  and"  be  taken 
out  of  the  Message  referred  to,  and  the  word  "  Honourable" 
inserted  in  their  stead. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Izard  do  carry  the 
said  Message,  as  amended,  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  the  Ordinance  establishing  Oaths  of  Office,  to  be 
taken  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  having  been  read  a 
third  time  in  Legislative  Council,  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  be  engrossed. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Privy  Council,  may,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rized to  design,  and  cause  to  be  made,  a  Great  Seal  of  South- 
Carolina  ;  and,  until  such  a  one  can  be  made,  to  fix  upon 
a  temporary  Publick  Seal. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council  for  their  concurrence,  and  to  his  Excellency 
the  President  for  his  assent. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolution  be  engrossed,  and 
signed  by  Mr.  Speaker ;  and  that  Mr.  Weyman  and  Mr. 
Rapley  do  carry  the  same  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  Weyman  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  Rapley,  had  de- 
livered the  Resolution  they  had  m  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  to  this 
House  the  Ordinance  making  disposition  of  Moneys  for  the 
support  of  Government,  and  to  enable  the  President  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  South- Carolina  hr  the  time  being, 
to  execute  certain  powers,  in  manner  therein  mentioned ; 
read  twice  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Ordinance  be  now  read  a  third 
time. 

In  proceeding  on  the  third  reading  thereof,  it  appearing 
that  the  Legislative  Council  had  introduced  some  amend- 
ments. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gadsden  and  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Drayton  do  return  the  said  Ordinance  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  point  out  to  their  Honours  the  mistake. 

Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  by  their  Clerk. 

"  In  the  Legislative  Council,  April  2,  1776. 

"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen : 

"  In  answer  to  your  Message  of  this  day,  we  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  you  that  this  House  hath  appointed  the  Honour- 
able Colonel  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Bee  a  Committee,  to  meet 
in  free  conference  with  your  Committee,  on  a  proper  me- 
dium, and  of  the  proper  persons,  for  can-ying  on  the  inter- 
course and  conveying  messages  to  and  from  the  two  Houses, 
respectively. 

"  By  order  of  the  House : 

"George  Gab.  Powei-i.,  Speaker." 

Captain  Maurice  Simons,  from  the  Committee  to  inquire 
after  the  counterfeiters  or  utterers  of  money,  reported  that 
they  had  made  some  progress ;  and  that  Mr.  Smithson  and 
Mr.  Askew  were  at  the  door,  ready  for  examination. 

Mr.  Smithson  and  Mr.  Askew  being  separately  called  in, 
and  examined, 

Ordered,  That  they  be  put  under  care  of  the  Militia  Guard, 
until  the  Committee  shall  have  made  a  further  inquiry. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  do  immediately  pro- 
ceed in  the  said  further  inquiry. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Weyman  be  added  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Committee  to  consider  what  recompense  and  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  several  persons  pounded  and  dis- 
abled in  the  publick  service,  and  also  for  the  families  of  such 
as  may  be  killed  in  the  said  service,  delivered  in  a  Report. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  choose  their 
Messengers  by  ballot. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  the  House  to  six  o'clock, 
in  the  evening ;  and  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in  tlie 
affirmative. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  to  six  of  the  clock,  in  the 
evening. 
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Tuesday,  April  2,  1776,  Six  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Captain  Simons  reported,  that  the  Committee  to  inquire 
after  the  counterfeiters  of  money  had  prosecuted  their  in- 
quiry, but  made  no  further  discovery. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Mr.  Smithson  and  Mr.  Askew  be  carried 
before  some  Magistrate  for  examination,  according  to  law, 
so  that  such  Magistrate  may  proceed  therein  as  the  case 
may  require. 

The  House  proceeded  to  baiiot'for  their  Messengers  ;  and 
the  ballots  being  cast  up,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  Mr. 
John  Vinyard  was,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  duly  elected 
First  Messenger,  and  Captain  John  Stephenson,  Second 
Messenger. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  of  the  clock. 

Wednesday,  April  3,  1776. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
t»e  to  consider  what  recompense  and  provision  should  be 
made  for  several  persons  wounded  and  disabled  in  the  pub- 
lick  service  ;  and,  also,  for  the  families  of  such  as  may  be 
killed  in  the  said  service,  be  taken  into  consideration  to-mor- 
row. 

A  Bill  to  prevent  Sedition,  and  punish  Insurgents  and  dis- 
turbers of  the  peace,  was  read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  the  following  clause  was  added  to,  read  twice, 
and  made  a  part  of  the  Bill : 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
all  fines  and  penalties  to  be  incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
shall,  upon  recovery  thereof,  be  paid  into  the  Colony  Trea- 
suary,  to  be  applied  to,  and  for  such  uses  and  purposes  as 
are  hereinbefore  mentioned. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Lempriere  and  Mr.  Verree  do 
carry  the  same  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Doc- 
tor Haig  be  a  Committee  for  a  free  conference  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Legislative  Council,  touching  the  manner  of 
signing,  and  mode  of  delivery  of  their  joint  Address  to  his 
Excellency  the  President. 

Captain  Lempriere  reported,  that  he,  with  Mr.  Verree, 
had  delivered  the  Bill  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Captain  Moultrie  presented,  according  to  order,  an  Ordi- 
nance to  repeal  an  Ordinance  of  the  General  Assembly, 
passed  2.3d  February,  1771,  appointing  Henry  Peronneau 
and  Benjamin  Dart,  Esquires,  joint  Publick  Treasurers,  and 
to  appoint  Commissioners  to  take  a  state  of  the  Treasury ; 
and  the  same  was  received,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ordinance  be  read  a  second  time. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  reported,  that,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  Message  from  this  House  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  touching  the  signing  and  delivery  of  the  joint  Ad- 
dress to  his  Excellency  the  President,  they  appointed  the 
Honourable  Colonel  Pinckney  and  Doctor  Oliphant  as  a 
Committee,  to  confer  with  the  Committee  of  this  House ; 
and  it  was  agreed,  as  the  engrossed  Address  was  in  the  Ge- 
neral Assembly,  the  Speaker  of  this  House  should  sign  it 
first,  leaving  room  for  the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil to  sign  above ;  that  then  the  Address  should  be  sent  to 
the  Legislative  Council,  to  be  signed  by  their  Speaker,  in 
presence  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  House  do,  in  the  present 
instance,  agree  to  the  mode  proposed  in  the  above  Report, 
but  that  the  same  shall  not  be  drawn  into  precedent. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  joint  Address  of 
this  House  and  the  Legislative  Council. 

Message  from  the  President,  that  his  Excellency  is  now 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  ready  to  receive  this  House  with 
their  Address. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  the  Council  Chamber ; 
and,  being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker  rejxirted,  that  the  honour- 
able the  Legislative  Council  having,  with  this  House,  wait- 
ed on  his  Excellency  the  President,  with  their  joint  Address, 
his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  return  them  the  following 
answer : 


"Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 
"  My  most  cordial  thanks  are  due,  and  I  request  that  you 
will  accept  them,  for  this  solemn  engagement  of  supjwrt  in 
discharging  the  duty  of  the  honourable  station  to  which,  by 
your  favour,  I  have  been  elected.  Be  persuaded  that  no  man 
would  embrace  a  just  and  equitable  accommodation  with 
Great  Britain  more  gladly  than  myself;  but  until  so  desir- 
able an  object  can  be  obtained,  the  defence  of  my  country, 
and  preservation  of  that  Constitution  which,  from  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  rights  and  a  laudable  regard  to  the  happi- 
ness of  the  people,  you  have  so  wisely  framed,  shall  engross 
my  whole  attention. 

"  To  this  country  I  owe  all  that  I  hold  dear  and  valuable, 
and  would  with  the  greatest  pleasure  sacrifice  every  temporal 
felicity  to  establish  and  perpetuate  her  freedom. 

"  John  Rutledge. 
"April  3,  1776." 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  Address  of  this  House  and  the 
honourable  the  Legislative  Council,  this  day  presented  to 
his  Excellency  the  President,  together  with  his  Excellency's 
Answer,  be  forthwith  printed  and  made  publick. 

Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  by  their  Clerk. 
"  In  the  Legislative  Council,  April  3,  1776. 
"Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen : 

"  In  answer  to  the  verbal  message,  just  now  received  by 
Colonel  Gadsden  and  Mr.  Chief  Justice,  relative  to  the 
amendments  made  by  this  House  to  the  Ordinance  making 
disposition  of  Moneys  for  the  support  of  Government,  and 
to  enable  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  South-  Carolina  for  the  time  being,  to  execute  cer- 
tain powers  in  manner  therein  mentioned ;  we  beg  leave  to 
acquaint  you,  that,  agreeable  to  your  request,  we  have  ex- 
amined the  Ordinance,  and  cannot  find  any  mistake  therein. 
We,  therefore,  return  the  same,  and  shall  be  glad  you  will 
point  out  to  us,  either  by  message  or  at  a  free  conference  of 
both  Houses,  those  mistakes  you  refer  to. 
"  By  order  of  the  House : 

"  George  Gab.  Powell,  Speaker." 

Colonel  Pinckney,  according  to  order,  presented  a  Bill  to 
empower  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  have  jurisdiction  in  all 
cases  of  capture  of  Ships  or  Vessels  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  West-Indies,  and  to 
establish  the  trial  by  Jury  in  such  cases. 

And  the  same  was  received  and  read  a  first  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  an  Ordinance  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  the  23d  February,  1771,  appointing  Henry 
Peronneau  and  Benjamin  Dart,  Esqs.,  joint  Publick  Trea- 
surers, and  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  take  a  state  of  the 
Treasury,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Townsend  and  Mr.  John  Boone, 
do  carry  the  said  Ordinance  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Message  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

In  the  General  Assembly,  April  3,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  your  message, 
desiring  that  a  Committee  should  be  appointed  by  this  House 
to  have  a  free  conference  with  a  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  on  certain  amendments  to  an  Ordinance  making 
disposition  of  Moneys  for  the  support  of  Government,  and 
to  enable  his  Excellency  the  President  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  South- Carolina  for  the  time  being,  to  execute  cer- 
tain powers  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  we  have  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  to  have  a  free  conference  with  a  Commit- 
tee of  your  House,  in  the  Conference-Room,  as  soon  as  may 
be.  Our  Committee  are  Colonel  Gadsden,  die  Honourable 
Mr.  Drayton,  and  Colonel  Pinckney. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Message  be  engrossed,  and  tliat 
Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Colonel  Pinckney  and  the  Honourable 
Mr.  Draytcm  do  carry  the  said  Message  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

A  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  Desertion  of 
the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and 
for  the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  harlx)ur  or  conceal 
them,  was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  sent  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 
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Captain  Simons,  from  the  Committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  re]ioitetl,  tliat  they  had  continued  a  dihgent  inquiry 
after  three  I'ound  Counterfeit  Bills,  hut  could  discover  none 
besides  what  had  been  produced  to  the  House,  which  proba- 
bly liad  been  stolen  ;  and  that  Mr.  Smithson  and  Mr.  As- 
kew had  been  held  to  bail. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  of  the  clock. 

Thursday,  April  i,  1776. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Captain  Simons,  from  the  Committee  to  make  inquiry 
after  the  Counterfeiters  of  the  three  Pound  Bills,  issued  by 
authority  of  Congress  re[X)rted,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
Report  made  by  him  yesterday  evening,  more  Counterfeit 
Bills,  of  that  denomination,  had  been  discovered. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  do  continue  their 
inquiry ;  and  that  they  do  also  consider  and  report  the  best 
ways  and  means  of  suppressing  so  dangerous  an  evil. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  do 
give  a  publick  caution  against  receiving  such  Bills,  of  the 
denominations  of  two  Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  three  Pounds, 
as  are  signed  by  Edward  Weyman,  J.  Berwick,  and  M,  Si- 
mons. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  do 
forbear  to  issue  any  more  Bills  of  the  above  denomination, 
and  signatures,  until  the  further  order  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Philip  Porcher,  on  account  of  the 
illness  of  his  family,  have  leave  of  absence. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Roger  Smith  do  wait  on  Hugh 
Jtutledge  and  Joshua  Ward,  Esqs.,  to  acquaint  the  fonner 
of  his  having  been  elected  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the 
latter  of  his  being  chosen  an  Assistant  Judge,  and  to  inquire 
of  them,  respectively,  if  they  are  willing  to  qualify  for  those 
offices. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  what  recompense  and  provision 
should  be  made  for  several  persons  wounded  and  disabled 
in  the  publick  service,  and  also  for  the  families  of  such  as 
may  be  killed  in  the  said  service,  was  proceeded  in.  And 
the  said  Report  having  been  debated  and  amended,  was 
agreed  to,  and  is  as  followeth  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  recompense  and  provision 
be  made,  to  wit : 

To  the  family  of  James  Birmingham,  who,  on  the  19th 
of  November  last,  was  wounded  through  the  body,  and  died 
the  22d  of  the  same  month,  leaving  a  widow  and  a  large 
family  very  poor,  one  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  paid  immedi- 
ately to  relieve  their  present  distresses ;  and,  from  the  1st 
day  of  April,  1776,  to  the  widow  an  annuity  of  one  hun- 
dred Pounds  during  her  widowhood,  and  afterwards  to  the 
children,  or  child,  under  twelve  years  of  age. 

To  William  Dunlap,  who  lost  a  leg  the  1 9th  of  Novem- 
ber last,  and  has  a  wife  and  two  children,  pay  to  the  1st  of 
March,  one  hundred  and  two  days,  fifty-one  Pounds,  and 
from  the  1st  March,  1776,  an  annuity  during  his  life  of 
ninety  Pounds. 

To  John  Talbot,  who  lost  his  right  arm  and  one  eye  the 
25th  of  December  last  by  firing  a  swivel,  and  has  a  wife 
and  children,  to  be  paid  immediately,  in  lieu  of  pay  to  1st 
April,  1776,  an  annuity  during  his  life  of  one  hundred 
Pounds. 

To  Robert  Cosby,  who  was  wounded  through  the  knee 
20th  of  November  last,  and  who,  the  Doctor  believes,  will 
be  impeded  in  walking,  to  be  paid  immediately,  in  lieu  of 
pay  to  the  1st  o(  April,  seventy  Pounds. 

To  John  Wilson,  who  was  wounded  in  the  wrist  20th  of 
November  last,  not  yet  cured,  and  who,  it  is  believed,  will 
be  disabled,  to  have  the  same  provision  as  Robert  Cosby. 

To Patterson,  a  Ranger,  who  had  his  skull  frac- 
tured 21st  November,  not  yet  cured,  doubted  whether  he 
ever  will  recover  and  be  in  his  senses,  to  have  the  same 
provision  as  Robert  Cosby. 

To  Michael  Cane,  who  was  wounded  through  the  hand, 
and  cured,  pay  from  the  28lh  of  November  last  to  the  29th 
February,  1776,  included,  is  ninety-three  days,  at  ten  Shil- 
lings— forty-six  Poimds  ten  Shillings. 

To  John  Calhoun,  who  was  wounded  in  the  head  21st 
November  last,  and  is  cured,  a  gratuity  of  thirty  Pounds. 


To 


—  Johnston,  a  Ranger,  wounded  through  the 
thigli,  and  cured,  a  gratuity  of  fifteen  Pounds. 

To Boles,  who  was  wounded  in  the  head  the 

21st  of  November,  and  cured,  in  lieu  of  pay  twenty-five 
Pounds. 

To Trentham,  wounded  in  the  neck  the  21st  of 

November,  and  cured,  in  lieu  of  pay  twenty-five  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  annuities  be  paid  every  six  months, 
u|X)n  producing  a  certificate  signed  by  one  of  the  Field-Of- 
ficers  of  the  Regiment,  and  one  Magistrate  of  the  District, 
where  such  persons  reside. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Report,  as  agreed 
to  by  diis  House,  be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Council  for 
their  concurrence. 

Colonel  Pinckney  reported  that  he,  with  the  Honourable 
Mr.  Drayton,  had  delivered  the  Message  they  had  in  charge 
yesterday  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Captain  Townscnd  reported,  that  he,  widi  the  Honour- 
able Mr.  Boone,  had  delivered  the  Ordinance  they  had  in 
charge  yesterday  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Message  to  his  Excellency  the  President. 
May  it  please  your  E!xcellency : 

To  the  intent  that  your  Excellency  may  commissionate 
the  several  Civil  Officers,  chosen  agreeable  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  Government,  we  herewith  send  you  a  list  of  their 
names. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Message  be  engrossed. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  broucht  to  this 
House  an  Ordinance  to  repeal  an  Ordinance  passed  23d 
February,  1771,  appointing  Henry  Peronneau  and  Benja- 
min Dart,  Esqs.,  joint  Pulilick  Treasurei-s,  and  to  appoint 
Commissioners  to  take  a  state  of  the  Treasury;  read  twice 
in  the  said  Council. 

Captain  Roger  Smith  reported  that  he  had,  according  to 
order,  waited  on  Mr.  Hugh  Rutledge  and  Mr.  Joshua  Ward 
with  the  Message  he  had  in  charge,  and  that  Mr.  Rutledge 
declared  his  willingness  to  qualify  for  the  office  to  which 
he  had  been  chosen ;  but  Mr.  Ward  said  it  would  be  in- 
convenient for  him  to  accept  the  place  for  an  Assistant 
Judge,  and  therefore  he  declined  that  honour. 

A  Bill  to  punish  such  as  shall  counterfeit,  or  utter  know- 
ing them  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued  by  the  late 
Houses  of  Assembly,  or  the  Colonial  or  Continental  Curren- 
cy, which  hath  been,  or  shall  be  hereafter  issued,  was  read 
a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Parker  and  Mr.  Theodore 
Gaillard  do  carry  the  said  Bill  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  Parker  reported,  that  he,  with  Mr.  Gaillard,  had 
delivered  the  Bill  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevention 
of  the  Desertion  of  the  Soldiers  or  Sailors  in  the  service  of 
this  Colony,  and  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  har- 
bour or  conceal  them,  be  carried  to  the  Legislative  Council 
by  Mr.  William  Skirving  and  Mr.  Macpherson. 

Mr.  Skirving  reported  that  he,  and  Mr.  Macpherson,  had 
according  to  order,  delivered  the  Bill  they  had  in  charge  to 
the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  Sjjeaker  reported,  diat  Captain  Stephenson,  who,  on 
the  2d  instant,  was  chosen  one  of  the  Messengers  to  this 
House,  having  been  sent  for  to  take  upon  him  that  office, 
had  begged  leave  to  decline  accepting  it  on  account  of  his 
being  severely  afflicted  widi  the  rheumatism. 

A  Bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Firemasters  in  Charles- 
town,  and  to  empower  any  two  of  them  to  pull  down  any 
such  Houses,  or  other  Buildings,  as  they  shall  adjudge  neces- 
sary for  the  stopping  and  preventing  the  spreading  of  Fire, 
was  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  sent  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Mr.  Parker  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  Gaillard,  had 
delivered  the  Bill  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

On  motion,  that  leave  be  given,  and  a  Committee  ap- 
pointed, to  bring  in  several  clauses  to  be  added  to  the  Bill 
for  increasing  the  number  of  Firemasters ;  at  the  third  read- 
ing thereof, 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  accordingly,  and  that 
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Colonel  Pivckney,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent,  Captain  Roger 
Smith,  Mr.  William  Parker,  and  Mr.  loomer,  be  a  Coni- 
niittee  for  that  purpose. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  from  the  Committee  of 
conference  with  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
on  a  proper  medium  and  proper  persons  for  carrying  on  the 
intercourse  between  the  two  Houses,  reported,  that  the  Le- 
gislative Council  would  send  their  Message  by  the  Master 
in  Chancery,  and,  in  his  absence,  by  their  Clerk. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  this  House  do  resolve  not  to 
receive  the  Message  from  the  Legislative  Council  by  their 
Clerk. 

A  debate  ensued  ;  and  the  question  being  moved  for  the 
previous  question,  whether  that  question  should  be  now  put? 
It  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  House  being  informed  that  the  Master  in  Chancery 
attended  at  the  door,  with  a  Message  from  the  Legislative 
Council, 

A  motion  was  made,  that  this  House  do  resolve  not  to 
receive  Messages  by  the  Master  in  Chancery. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  Master  in  Chancery  brought  to  this  House  a  Bill  to 
prevent  Sedition,  and  punish  Insurgents  and  disturbers  of 
the  publick  peace ;  read  a  second  time  in  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Messenger  do  summon  Dr.  Farrar 
to  attend  his  duty  in  this  House  at  the  meeting  thereof  to- 
morrow morning. 

A  Bill  to  prevent  Sedition,  and  punish  Insurgents  and 
disturbers  of  the  publick  peace,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be, 
An  Act  to  prevent  Sedition,  and  punish  Insurgents  and  Dis- 
turbers of  the  Publick  Peace. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  sent  to  the  Legislative 
Council,  and  that  Captain  McQueen  and  Mr.  Thomas  Mid- 
dleton  do  carry  the  same. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  are,  by  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  24th  of 
last  month,  authorized  to  pay  the  allowances  to  the  Dele- 
gates from  this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

Colonel  Pinckney  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-morrow, 
move  the  House  to  resolve  to  make  provision  for  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  the  said  Delegates. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Singleton  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  fol- 
lowing Committee :  Mr.  JVilliam  Parker,  Mr.  Cannon,  Cap- 
tain Savage,  Dr.  Haig,  and  Mr.  Kalteisen. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  of  the  clock. 

Friday,  April  5,  1776. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  three  Letters  from  the 
Honourable  Edward  Rutlcdge,  one  of  the  Delegates  re- 
presenting this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress,  dated 
Philadelphia,  Uth,  I4th,  and  15th  of  March,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letters  be  read. 

And  they  were  read  accordingly. 

A  motion  was  thereupon  made,  that  this  House  do  resolve 
that  this  Colony  will  not  enter  into  any  treaty  or  correspon- 
dence with  Great  Britain,  or  any  Commissioners  authorized 
by  that  Court,  but  through  the  medium  of  the  Continental 
Congress. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from  Alex- 
ander Cameron,  Esq.,  one  of  Mr.  Stuart's  Deputies,  dated 
Toquoh,  in  the  Cherokee  Country,  5th  March,  1776,  to 
Preston  Hampton,  a  trader  in  the  Valley. 

An  Ordinance  making  disposition  of  Moneys  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  and  to  enable  his  Excellency  the  Pre- 
sident and  Commander-in-Chief  of  South-  Carolina  for  the 
time  being,  to  exercise  certain  powers  therein  mentioned, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

The  House  was  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  clause,  by 
way  of  amendment,  to  the  said  Ordinance. 

Leave  being  given,  the  following  was  accordingly  brought 


in: 


VII.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  by  the  authority  afore- 


said, That  in  case  of  the  sickness  of  the  President  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief for  the  time  being,  or  of  his  absence  from 
Charlestown  in  other  parts  of  the  Colony,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent, being  duly  authorized  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and 
seal  for  the  President,  shall  and  may  have  and  exercise  the 
same  powei-s  touching  the  premises  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
as  are  hereby  given  to  or  vested  in  the  President. 

And  the  said  clause  being  read  three  times  and  passed, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  made  a  part  of  thb  Ordi- 
nance. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ordinance  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charks  Elliott  and  Captain  Ma- 
ham  do  carry  the  said  Ordinance  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Cuming  have  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  McQueen  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  Middkton,  had 
delivered  the  Bill  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Mr.  Elliott  reported  that  he,  with  Captain  Maham,  had 
delivered  the  Ordinance  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Gaillard  and  Mr.  Simon  Ber- 
wick do  carry  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  consider  what 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  persons  therein  mentioned, 
disabled  in  the  publick  service,  as  agreed  to  by  this  House, 
to  the  honourable  the  Legislative  Council  for  their  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Gaillard  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  Berwick,  had 
delivered  the  said  Report  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  Message  to  his  Excellency  the  President,  to  accom- 
pany a  List  of  the  Civil  Officers  chosen  agreeable  to  the 
Constitution,  being  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  same ;  and  that 
Mr.  Matthews  and  Captain  Roger  Smith  do  deliver  the  said 
Message  to  his  Excellency. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  an  Act  to  prevent  Sedition,  and  punish  Insurgents  and 
disturbers  of  the  publick  peace,  which  had  been  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Act  be  engrossed. 

Captain  Roger  Smith  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  Mat- 
thews, had  delivered  the  Message  and  List  they  had  in 
charge  to  his  Excellency  the  President. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  an  Ordinance  for  making  disposition  of  Moneys  for 
the  support  of  Government,  and  to  enable  his  Excellency 
the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  iSbu^A-CaroKna, 
for  the  time  being,  to  exercise  certain  powers  in  man- 
ner therein  mentioned,  which  had  been  read  tliere  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  be  engrossed] 

On  motion,  that  this  House  do  make  provision  for  paying 
the  expenses  of  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  at  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  several  sums  were  proposed. 

And  the  question  being  put,  on  a  motion  to  allow  at  the 
rate  of  six  hundred  Pounds  sterling  a  year  for  that  purpose 
to  each  Delegate,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  an  Ordinance  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  the  23d  of  February,  1771,  appointing 
Henry  Peronneau  and  Benjamin  Dart,  Esqrs.,  joint  Publick 
Treasurers  ;  and  to  appoint  Commissionei-s  to  take  a  state  of 
the  Treasury ;  and  also  to  empower  the  said  Commissioners 
to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  lute  Powder  Receiver ;  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance  be  sent  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council  for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Simons  and  Mr.  McDonald  do 
carry  the  same  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  a  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  the  Deser- 
tion of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
and  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  harbour  or  con- 
ceal them,  or  wiio  shall  purchase,  receive,  or  conceal  the 
Arms,  Clothes,  or  Accoutrements  of  Desertere. 

And,  also,  a  Bill  to  punish  such  as  shall  counterfeit,  or 
utter  knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued 
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by  the  late  House  of  Assembly,  or  the  Colonial  or  Conti- 
nental Currency,  which  hath  been  or  shall  be  hereafter  is- 
sued. 

Both  read  twice  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

Captain  Simom  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  McDonald, 
bad  delivered  the  Ordinance  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Le- 
gislative Council. 

A  Bill  to  punish  such  as  shall  counterfeit,  or  utter  know- 
ing them  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued  by  the  late 
Houses  of  Assembly,  or  the  Colonial  or  Continental  Cur- 
rency, which  hath  been  or  shall  be  hereafter  issued,  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be. 
An  Act  to  punish  such  as  shall  counterfeit,  or  utter  knowing 
tliem  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued  by  the  late 
Houses  of  Assembly,  or  the  Colonial  or  Continental  Cur- 
rency, which  hath  been  or  shall  be  hereafter  issued. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Trapier  and  Captain  Leger  do 
carry  the  said  Act  to  the  Legislative  Council  for  their  con- 
currence. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  an  Ordinance  to  repeal  an  Ordinance  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  the  23d  day  o(  February,  1771,  appoint- 
ing Henry  Peronneau  and  Benjamin  Dart,  Esquires,  joint 
Publick  Treasurers ;  and  to  appoint  Commissionei-s  to  take 
a  state  of  the  Treasury ;  and,  also,  to  empower  the  said 
Commissioners  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  late  Powder 
Receiver ;  read  a  third  time  and  passed  in  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Ordinance  be  engrossed. 

Captain  Trapier  reported  that  he,  with  Captain  Leger, 
had  delivered  the  Bill  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

A  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  the  Desertion 
of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and 
for  the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  harbour  or  conceal 
tliem,  or  who  shall  purchase,  receive,  or  conceal  the  Arms, 
Clothes,  or  Accoutrements  of  Deserters,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be. 
An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  the  Desertion 
of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
and  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  harbour  or  con- 
ceal them,  or  who  shall  purchase,  receive,  or  conceal  the 
Anus,  Clothes,  or  Accoutrements  of  Deserters. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil for  their  concurrence ;  and  that  Captam  Harlston  and 
Mr.  Loocock  do  carry  the  same. 

A  Bill  to  empower  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  have  ju- 
risdiction in  all  cases  of  capture  of  Ships  or  Vessels  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  West- 
Indies,  and  to  establish  the  trial  by  Jury  in  such  cases,  was 
read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  sent  to  tlie  Legislative  Coun- 
cil. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  Members  of  this  House 
do  punctually  attend  the  service  thereof  at  the  hour  of  ad- 
journment, to-morrow,  under  a  fine  of  five  Pounds. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  of  the  clock. 

Saturday,  April  6,  1776. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  House  will  make  suitable 
provision  for  a  Secretary,  and  other  necessary  officers,  to  the 
honourable  die  Privy  Council. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  make  pro- 
vision for  the  pay  of  a  Clerk  to  the  Commissary  of  Stores 
for  Regular  Forces,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  Pounds  cur- 
rency. 

Captain  Harlston  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  Loocock, 
had  delivered  the  Bills  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Council. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  to  Mrs. 
Sarah  Stuart,  during  the  time  that  she  may  be  restrained 
ol"  her  liberty,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  currency, 
per  month,  for  her  maintenance ;  and  that  the  same  shall 


be  reimbursed  out  of  the  profits  of  Mr.  John  Stuarfs  es- 
tate, by  the  Committees  in  whose  custody  and  possession,  or 
charge,  the  same  now  is. 

On  motion,  Whereas  the  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress hath  resolved  that,  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs,  it 
will  be  very  dangerous  to  the  liberties  and  welfare  of  Ame- 
rica if  any  Colony  should  separately  petition  the  King  or 
either  House  of  Parliament :  and  whereas  no  step  should 
be  left  unessayed  to  promote  the  general  welfare :  and 
whereas  the  sending  Commissioner  from  Great  Britain  to 
treat  with  the  different  Colonies,  is  dangerous  to  the  sta- 
bility of  the  liberties  of  America  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
that  no  measures  should  be  left  unessayed  to  establish  the 
liberties  of  America,  and  to  place  them,  as  far  as  may  be, 
out  of  the  reach  of  fraudulent  schemers,  to  subvert  them  by 
negotiation  ;  and  that  this  Colony  should  not  enter  into  any 
treaty  or  correspondence  with  the  Court  of  Great  Britain, 
or  with  any  pereon  or  persons  under  that  authority,  but 
throujrh  the  medium  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  also,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that 
if  any  person  or  persons,  sent  from  Great  Britain  to  treat 
with  the  several  Colonies,  shall  arrive  in  this  Colony  by 
water,  such  person  or  persons,  and  their  retinue  or  company, 
should  not,  upon  any  pretence,  be  allowed  to  land,  or  to  re- 
main in  the  Colony  longer  than  forty-eight  hours,  wind  and 
weather  permitting  ;  or  while  so  remaining,  to  hold  any  com- 
munication with  any  person  in  this  Colony,  but  through  his 
Excellency  the  President ;  and  if  any  such  persons  shall 
arrive  by  land,  they  should  be  forthwith  carefully  escorted 
out  of  the  Colony,  and  not  be  permitted  to  hold  any  inter- 
course with  persons  not  for  that  purpose  authorized  by  the 
President,  and  that  merely  for  the  purpose  of  accommo- 
dation. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolutions  be  forthwith 
printed  and  made  publick. 

Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the  President,  with 
a  copy  of  the  said  Resolutions,  requesting  that  copies  thereof 
may  be  forwarded  to  Georgia,  North- Carolina,  Virginia, 
and  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  following  Message  was  accordingly  drawn  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House : 
May  it  please  your  Excellency : 

In  the  present  conjunction  of  affairs,  this  House  has 
thought  it  expedient  to  come  to  the  resolutions,  a  copy 
whereof  is  herewith  sent  to  your  Excellency ;  and  we  re- 
quest that  you  w'dl  be  pleased  to  forward  copies  of  them  to 
Georgia,  North- Carolina,  Virginia,  and  the  Continental 
Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Trapier  and  Captain  Roger 
Smith  do  wait  on  his  Excellency  therewith. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  a  Bill  to  punish  those  who  shall  counterfeit,  or  utter 
knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued  by 
the  late  Houses  of  Assembly,  or  the  Continental  or  Colonial 
Currency  which  hath  been  or  shall  be  hereafter  issued,  read 
the  third  time  and  passed  in  tlie  said  Council. 

Also,  a  Bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  the  de- 
sertion of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  the  service  of  this  Co- 
lony, and  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  purchase, 
receive,  or  conceal  the  Arms,  Clothes,  or  Accoutrements  of 
Deserters  ;  also  read  a  third  time  and  passed  in  the  Legisla- 
tive Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bills  be  engrossed. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  likewbe  brought 
from  that  House  a  Bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Firemas- 
ters,  and  to  empower  any  three  of  them  to  pull  down  any 
such  Houses,  or  other  Buildings,  as  they  shall  adjudge  neces- 
sary for  the  stopping  and  preventing  the  spreading  of  Fire ; 
read  a  second  time  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

Captain  Monltrie,  according  to  order,  presented  a  Bill  to 
revive  and  continue,  for  the  time  therein  mentioned,  the  seve- 
ral Acts  and  clauses  of  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  there- 
in particularly  mentioned. 

And  the  same  was  received  and  read  a  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

A  Bill  to  increase  die  number  of  Firemasters  in  Charles- 
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town,  and  to  empower  any  three  of  them  to  pull  down  any 
such  Houses,  or  other  Buildings,  as  they  shall  adjudge  neces- 
sary for  the  stopping  and  preventing  the  spreading  of  Fire ; 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Colonel  Pinckney,  according  to  order,  presented  several 
clauses,  which  leave  had  been  moved  for  to  be  brought  in 
and  added  to  the  said  Bill. 

And  the  same  were  received,  read  three  several  times, 
ainended,  and  passed,  and  are  as  followeth  : 

IV.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That,  in  case  any  fire  shall  break  out  in  the  night  time 
in  Charlestown,  every  owner,  or  tenant,  of  every  inhabited 
house  in  the  said  town,  shall  put  up  a  light  in  such  house, 
in  one  of  the  windows  fronting  the  street,  or  a  lantern  light- 
ed at  the  street  door,  and  shall  suffer  the  light  to  remain 
there  during  the  whole  time  of  the  fire,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
the  sum  of  five  Pounds,  current  money ;  to  be  recovered  by 
warrant  of  distress,  and  sale  of  the  offender's  goods,  by  any 
one  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  District  of  Charlestown. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  said  Firemasters  shall  purchase  and  provide 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  ladders  and  buckets,  to  be  kept  with 
the  fire-engines,  or  in  such  other  convenient  place  and 
places  in  Charlestoum  as  the  said  Firemasters  shall  think 
proper,  and  the  expense  of  providing  such  ladders  and 
buckets  shall  be  borne  and  paid  by  the  landlords  and 
owners  of  houses  in  Charlestown. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  each  Firemaster, 
and  he  is  hereby  empowered,  to  choose  two  Assistants, 
whose  business  it  shall  be,  under  the  direction  of  the  Fire- 
masters, to  form  lanes,  procure  water,  and  take  care  that  the 
inhabitants  do  properly,  and  to  the  utmost  of  their  strength, 
power,  and  abilities,  aid  and  assist  at  the  fire ;  and  to  the 
intent  that  the  said  Firemasters  and  Assistants  may  be 
known  and  distinguished,  the  said  Firemasters  shall  attend 
such  fires  with  the  usual  fire-staves  carried  by  them,  and 
the  said  Assistants,  respectively,  shall  carry  in  their  hands  a 
white  staff;  and  in  case  any  person  or  persons  shall  wilfully 
and  obstinately  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  reasonable  aid  and 
assistance  when  commanded  by  the  said  Firemasters  or  their 
Assistants,  or  any  of  them,  he  and  they  shall  forfeit  twenty 
Pounds,  lawful  current  money,  each — one  moiety  to  the  said 
Assistants,  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  said  Firemasters,  to 
be  given  by  them  as  a  gratuity  to  such  person  or  persons  as 
shall  exert  or  distinguish  themselves  in  doing  any  conside- 
rable service  at  the  fire,  to  be  recovered  in  manner  above- 
mentioned  ;  and  all  ]jersons  whatsoever,  who  shall  do  or 
execute  a  matter  or  thing  whatsoever,  for  the  preventing  or 
extinguishing  fire,  in  obedience  or  in  pui-suance  to  the  com- 
mand or  directions  of  the  said  Firemasters  or  their  Assis- 
tants, are  hereby  indemnified  and  saved  harmless  against 
all  and  every  person  and  persons  whatsoever. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  clauses  be  made  parts  of  the 
Bill. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be, 
An  Act,  &;c. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Verree  and  Captain  Stone  do  carry 
the  said  Bill  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  an  Ordinance  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  certain 
Circuit  Courts,  and  of  holding  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  usually  held  in  Charles- 
town in  May ;  read  a  second  time  in  that  House. 

Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  by  their  Clerk. 
"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  : 

"  This  House  hath  read  a  second  time  an  Ordinance  for 
alterino'  the  time  of  holding  certain  Circuit  Couits,  and  of 
holding  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Court  of  Ge- 
neral Sessions,  usually  held  in  Charlestoim  in  May;  and 
now  return  the  same  to  your  House.  But,  inasmuch  as  this 
House  is  of  opinion  that  the  said  Ordinance,  being  a  matter 
of  importance,  requires  several  great  alterations  to  be  made 
thereto,  do,  therefore,  propose  a  conference  should  be  held 
on  the  same,  to  sit  without  delay ;  and  request  you  will  be 
pleased  to  apjTOint  a  Committee  to  meet  a  Committee  of 
this  House,  on  this  business.  Our  Committee  are  the  Ho- 
nourable Colonel  Pinckney  and  the  Honourable  Mr.  Bee. 

"  By  order  of  the  House : 

"Geokge  Gab.  Powell,  Speaker." 


Ordered,  That  Colonel  Pinckney,  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Drayton,  Mr.  Salvador,  and  Mr.  Matthews,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Council 
upon  the  subject  mentioned  in  their  Message. 

Message  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  : 

Agreeable  to  the  Message  just  now  received  from  your 
House,  we  acquaint  you  that  we  have  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee, to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  your  House,  on  the 
alterations  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  ordinance  for  alter- 
ing the  time  of  holding  certain  Circuit  Courts,  and  of  hold- 
ing the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions,  usually  held  in  Charlestown  in  May.  Our  Com- 
mittee are  Colonel  Pinckney,  tlie  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton, 
and  Mr.  Matthews. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McQueen  and  Mr.  Cordes  do  carry 
the  said  Message  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Parker  have  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  McQueen  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  Cordes,  had 
delivered  the  Message  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  do,  with 
one  of  the  Members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  compare  the 
engrossed  Ordinance,  establishing  an  Oath  of  Office  to  be 
taken  in  manner  therein  mentioned,  with  the  original  draft. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Pinckney  do,  with  one  of  the 
Members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  compare  the  engrossed 
Ordinance  for  making  disposition  of  Moneys  for  the  support 
of  Government,  and  to  enable  his  Excellency  the  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  South- Carolina  for  the  time 
being,  to  execute  certain  powers  therein  mentioned,  with  the 
original  draft. 

Colonel  Pinckney  reported,  that  the  Ordinance  commit- 
ted to  his  charge  had  been  compared  according  to  order,  and 
was  found  right. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  reported,  that  the  Ordi- 
nance committed  to  his  charge  had,  according  to  order,  been 
compared,  and  was  found  right. 

Message  to  His  Excellency  the  President. 

May  it  please  your  Etcellency  : 

This  House,  having  two  Ordinances  of  great  importance 
and  exigency  to  present  to  your  Excellency  for  your  assent, 
and  the  Legislative  Council  being  adjourned  till  to-morrow, 
twelve  o'clock,  we  beg  leave  to  request  your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  call  them  to  meet  at  five  o'clock  this  after- 
noon, to  the  intent  the  said  Ordinances  may  be  then  pre- 
sented for  your  Excellency's  assent. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  be  engrossed,  and  tliat  Mr. 
Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr.  McQueen  do  wait  on 
his  Excellency  with  the  said  Message. 

Captain  Roger  Smith  reported  tliat  he,  with  Captain 
Trapier,  had  waited  on  the  President,  and  delivered  to  his 
Excellency  the  Message  and  Resolutions  they  had  in  charge. 

Mr.  Hall  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  McQueen,  had  de- 
livered to  the  President  the  Message  they  had  in  charge, 
and  that  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  say  he  would  give 
orders  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Savage  and  Mr.  Rapley  do  wait 
on  the  President  with  the  engrossed  Ordinances,  which  are 
to  be  presented  for  his  assent,  and  request  that  his  Excellen- 
cy will  be  pleased  to  cause  die  seals  to  be  affixed  thereto. 

Mr.  Rapley  reported  that  he,  with  Captain  Savage,  had 
delivered  the  engrossed  Ordinances  they  had  in  charge  to 
the  President,  and  that  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  say 
he  would  cause  the  seals  to  be  affixed  accordingly. 

The  House  was  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
for  appointing  and  ascertaining  the  duties  of  a  Mustermaster- 
General  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  such  an  Ordi- 
nance, and  that  Colonel  Pinckney  and  Colonel  Gervais  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  six  of  the  clock,  in  the 
evening. 
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Saturday,  April  6,  1776,  P.  M. 
Tlie  House  met  according  to  atljouminent. 
Message  from  the  President,  by  the  Cleric  of  the  Council. 

"  Mr.  Speaker  :  His  Excellency  the  President  is  now 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  ready  to  receive  tliis  House  with 
any  Bills  they  may  have  ready  to  present  for  his  assent." 

And  then  the  Messenger  witlidrew. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  House,  went  into  the 
Council  Ct)an)ber. 

And  being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  this  House 
and  the  Legislative  Council  had  attended  his  Excellency  the 
President  in  the  Council  Cliamber,  and  presented  to  him — 

An  Ordinance  establishing  an  Oath  of  Office,  to  be  taken 
in  manner  therein  mentioned : 

And  an  Ordinance  for  making  disposition  of  Moneys  for 
the  support  of  Government,  and  to  enable  his  Excellency 
the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  iSbu^A-Caro/wo 
for  the  time  being,  to  execute  certain  powers  in  manner 
therein  mentioned. 

To  both  of  which  his  Excellency  had  been  pleased  to 
give  his  assent. 

Mr.  Verree  reported  that  he,  with  Captain  Stone,  had  de- 
livered the  Ordinance  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  a  Message  be  sent  to  the 
President,  requesting  that  his  Excellency  will  give  orders 
that  proper  measures  may  be  taken,  by  sinking  Chevaux-de- 
Frise,  and  other  ways,  to  obstruct  the  Bar  of  the  Inlet  to 
Stono. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  make  provision  for  the 
expense  attending  the  sinking  such  Chevaux-de-Frise,  and 
making  such  other  obstructions  on  the  Bar  of  the  Inlet  to 
Stono  as  his  Excellency  the  President  shall  order  to  be 
made. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolution  be  sent  to  the 
honourable  the  Legislative  Council  for  their  concurrence, 
and  to  his  Excellency  for  his  assent. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Salvador  and  Mr.  De  Saussure  do 
carry  the  said  Resolution  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  William  Parker,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  Mr. 
John  Champneys's  Account  was  referred,  delivered  in  a  Re- 
port. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  Monday. 

Mr.  Salvador  reported  that  he,  with  Mr.  De  Saussure, 
had  delivered  the  Resolution  they  had  in  charge  to  the 
Legislative  Council. 

On  motion,  That  this  House  do  adjourn  to  to-morrow, 
twelve  o'clock, 

The  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  nine 
of  the  clock. 

Monday,  April  8,  1776. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 
The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read, 
Ordered,  That  the  consideration  of  the  Report  on  Mr. 
Champneys's  Account  be  postponed. 

Message  to  His  EtceUency  the  President. 
May  it  please  your  ExcelleTicy  : 

This  House,  thinking  it  necessary  that  obstructions  should 
be  laid  on  the  Bar  of  the  Inlet  to  Stono,  have  come  to  a 
Resolution  to  make  provision  for  the  expense  of  that  ser- 
vice, which  they  request  you  will  give  orders  to  have  exe- 
cuted. 

A  Bill  to  revive  and  continue,  for  the  time  therein  men- 
tioned, the  several  Acts,  and  clauses  of  Acts,  of  the  General 
Assembly  therein  particularly  mentioned,  and  to  appropriate 
certain  Penalties,  and  confirm  the  powers  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Roads,  Paths,  Bridges,  Creeks,  Causeys,  and 
Water  Passages,  was  read  a  second  time. 

The  House  was  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  several  ad- 
ditional clauses  to  the  said  Bill. 

And  leave  being  given  accordingly,  the  following  were 
presented,  received,  severally  read  twice,  and  passed,  and 
are  as  followeth : 

Also,  such  parts  and  clauses  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act 


for  appointing  Commissioners  to  lay  out  a  Road  or  Causey- 
over  Lynch's  Island,  situate  in  Santee  River,  and  for  esta- 
blishing Femes  therein,  passed  the  11th  day  o(  March, 
1737,  as  respects  the  establishment  of  the  Ferries  therein 
mentioned.  Also,  an  additional  Act  to  an  Act  entitled  An 
Act  for  the  better  regulation  of  Taverns  and  Punch-Houses, 
passed  the  8tli  day  of  March,  1741.  Also,  an  Act  for  the 
better  establishing  and  regulating  of  Patrols  in  diis  Colony, 
passed  the  17tli  day  of  June,  1746.  Also,  an  Act  for  re- 
gulating the  assize  of  Bread,  passed  the  16tli  day  of  March, 
1749.  Also,  such  parts  and  clauses  of  an  Act  entitled  An 
Act  for  reviving  and  continuing  several  Acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Province  therein  mentioned,  and  for  amend- 
ing one  of  the  said  Acts,  entitled  An  Act  for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  Militia  of  this  Province,  and  for  repealing  the 
former  Acts  for  regulating  the  Militia,  and  for  repealing  An 
Act  for  the  further  security  and  better  defence  of  this  Pro- 
vince, passed  the  14th  day  of  May,  1755,  as  respects  the 
amending  the  Militia  Law  of  this  Colony.  Also,  such 
clauses  and  parts  of  an  Act  entitled  An  Act  to  revive  and 
continue  such  Acts  and  clauses  of  Acts  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Province,  and  for  amending  some  of  the  said 
Acts  in  manner  herein  mentioned,  passed  the  7th  day  of 
April,  1759,  as  respects  Boats  passing  of  Fort-Lyttleton, 
and  the  empowering  of  the  Governour  and  Council  to  limit 
the  number  of  Tavern  licenses. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  where,  in  any  of  the  said  Acts,  any  power  or  autho- 
rity is  given,  or  duly  enjoined  to  the  Governour,  or  any  of 
his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Constables,  or  to  any 
other  officers,  that  in  all  such  cases,  his  Excellency  the  Pre- 
sident for  the  time  being,  and  the  Justices,  Constables,  and 
other  officers,  respectively,  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed, 
under  the  present  Constitution  of  the  Colony,  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  exercise  all  and  every  such  pow- 
ers and  authorities,  and  to  do  and  perform  the  several  mat- 
ters and  things  in  the  said  Acts  respectively  required  or 
enjoined. 

And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  all  Commissioners  of  High-Roads  and  Private  Roads, 
Paths,  Bridges,  Creeks,  Causeys,  or  for  cleansing  of  Water- 
Passages  in  this  Colony,  or  for  altering,  laying  out,  cleansing, 
or  amending  the  same,  who  have  hitherto  been  appointed 
by  virtue  of  any  Act,  or  clause,  or  clauses  of  any  Act  or  Acts 
of  the  General  Assembly  now  in  force,  or  any  such  as  are 
revived  by  this  Act,  or  by  appointment  of  any  Gover- 
nour of  this  Colony  hitherto,  or  by  election  in  any  Parish  or 
District  in  this  Colony,  or  by  any  resolution  of  Congress, 
shall  have  and  exercise  as  full  and  ample  powers  and  au- 
thorities, to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  any  Com- 
missioners of  High-Roads,  or  Private  Roads,  Paths,  Bridges, 
Creeks,  Causeys,  or  Water-Passages  whatever,  have  hither- 
to had,  enjoyed,  or  received,  by  virtue  of  any  law  or  laws, 
resolution  or  resolutions,  of  Congress  heretofore  made  for 
that  purpose. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  in  case  any  of  the  Commissioners  nominated  or  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  act,  all  and 
every  such  Commissioner  who  shall  so  refuse  to  act,  or  ne- 
glect his  duty,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
Pounds,  current  money,  one-half  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of 
this  Government,  and  the  other  half  to  him  or  them  who 
shall  sue  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Clauses  be  added  to  and  made 
parts  of  the  Bill. 

And  the  question  being  put,  that  the  Bill  do  pass  a  second 
time,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bull  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent  do 
carry  the  said  Bill  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Moultrie  do,  together  with  one 
of  the  Members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  examine  and 
compare  with  the  original  draft,  the  engrossed  copies  of  a 
Bill  to  punish  those  who  shall  counterfeit,  or  utter  know- 
ing them  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued  by  the  late 
Houses  of  Assembly,  or  the  Continental  or  Colonial  Cur- 
rency, which  hath  been,  or  shall  be  hereafter  issue ;  and 
an  Ordinance  to  repeal  jjart  of  an  Ordinance  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  the  23d  day  of  February,  1771,  appoint- 
ing Henry  Peronneau  and  Benjamin  Dart,  Esquires,  joint 
Publick  Treasurers,  and  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  take  a 
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state  of  the  Treasury,  and  also  to  empower  the  said  Com- 
missioners to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  late  Powder  Re- 


ceiver. 


Ordered,  That  Captain  Roger  Smith  do,  with  one  of 
the  Members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  examine  and  com- 
pare with  the  original  draft  the  engrossed  copies  of  a  Bill  for 
tlie  more  effectual  prevention  of  the  desertion  of  the  Soldiers 
and  Sailors  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and  for  the  pu- 
nishment of  those  who  shall  harbour  or  conceal  them,  or  who 
shall  purchase,  receive,  or  conceal  the  Anns,  Clothes,  or 
Accoutrements  of  Deserters ;  and  a  Bill  to  prevent  Sedi- 
tion, and  punish  Insurgents  and  disturbers  of  the  publick 
peace. 

Captain  Moultrie  reported,  that  he,  with  one  of  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Legislative  Council,  had  examined  and  com- 
pared the  Bill  and  the  Ordinance  he  had  in  charge,  and 
they  were  found  correct. 

Captain  Roger  Smith  reported,  that  he,  with  a  Member 
of  the  Legislative  Council,  had  examined  the  engrossed  Bills 
he  had  in  charge,  and  found  them  right. 

Colonel  Pinckney,  according  to  order,  presented  an  Or- 
dinance to  ascertain  the  duties  of  a  Mustermaster-General 
of  the  Land  and  Sea  Forces  in  the  service  of  this  Colony. 

And  the  same  was  received,  and  read  a  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  be  read  a  second  time. 

An  Ordinance  to- ascertain  the  duties  of  a  Mustermaster- 
General  of  the  Land  and  Naval  Forces  of  this  Colony,  was 
read  a  second  time. 

On  motion,  to  fill  up  a  blank  for  the  daily  pay  of  the 
Mustermaster-General  with  five  Pounds, 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  fill  up  the  said  blank  with 
four  Pounds  ten  Shillings. 

And  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  being  made  to  fill  up  the  blank  for  the  daily 
pay  of  a  Deputy  to  the  Mustermaster-General  with  three 
Pounds, 

The  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  fill  up  the  said  blank  with 
fifty-five  Shillings. 

And  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ordinance  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Trapier  and  Mr.  Bervnck  do 
carry  the  said  Ordinance  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Colo- 
nel PiTtckrcey  do  wait  on  his  Excellency  the  President  with 
the  Message  of  this  date,  and  also  the  Ordinance  and  three 
Bills  that  have  been  engrossed  and  examined,  and  to  request 
that  he  will  be  pleased  to  cause  the  seals  to  be  affixed  thereto, 
and  also  to  signify  his  pleasure  when  he  will  receive  this 
House  to  present  the  same  for  his  assent. 

An  Ordinance  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts,  and  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  and  General 
Sessions  in  Charlestovm,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  a  third  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  be  sent  to  the  Legislative 
Council  for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Elias  Horry  and  Mr.  Salvador  do 
carry  the  same  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  make  provi- 
sion for  supplying  all  the  Forces  in  the  service  of  the  Colony 
with  necessary  Salt,  not  exceeding  one  quart  per  month  each 
man,  instead  of  one  pint,  hitherto  allowed. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  every  Member  of  this  House 
now  in  Charlestown  do  punctually  attend  the  meeting  there- 
of, to-morrow  morning,  under  a  fine  of  five  Pounds,  to  be 
paid  immediately. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  to-morrow 
afternoon,  at  five  o'clock,  proceed  to  choose  by  ballot  such 
Officers  as  remain  to  be  chosen. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  of  the  clock. 

Tuesday,  April  9,  1776. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Upon  representation  made  to  this  House,  that  Gabriel 
Manigault  and  Lionel  Chalmers,  Esquires,  requested  to  be 
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excused  from  being  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by 
Congress  on  the  '24th  of  March  last,  to  appraise  and  value 
the  Houses  in  Charlestown,  being  too  far  advanced  in  years 
and  infirm  to  perform  that  service ;  and  that  the  number  of 
Commissioners  then  appointed  were  insufficient  for  the  pur- 
jx)se. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Manigault  and  Dr.  Chalmers  be  ex- 
cused, agreeable  to  their  request,  and  that  Messre.  Saviuel 
Prioleau,  Joshua  Ward,  John  McCall,  John  Hopton,  Jo- 
seph Dill,  IVilliam  Miller,  Hopkin  Price,  Jonathan  Sar- 
razin,  Daniel  Legare,  William  Doughty,  and  Thomas 
Doughty,  be  added  to  the  said  Commissioners. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
Pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Peter  Timothy,  Secretary 
to  the  late  Congress,  in  full  for  his  services  in  that  station  to 
the  26th  of  MircA  last. 

Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  President  be  autho- 
rized to  issue  his  orders  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Colony 
Treasury,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand 
Pounds  to  the  said  Peter  Timothy,  and  also  of  his  salary  as 
Secretary  to  the  late  Council  of  Safety ;  and  also,  for  pay- 
ment of  such  Accounts  as  shall  appear  to  be  due  to  him  for 
printing  for  the  publick  of  this  Colony. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  the  President 
be  empowered  to  order  payment  of  whatever  shall  appear  to 
be  due  to  Peter  Bonnetheau,  Esquire,  as  Assistant  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  late  Congress,  during  their  last  session,  and 
for  such  other  services  as  he  has  performed,  which  have  not 
yet  been  provided  for. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of 
Thomas  Singleton  was  referred,  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  six  hundred  Pounds,  curren- 
cy, be  paid  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury  to  Thomas  Single- 
ton, in  full  of  all  his  demands  against  the  publick  for  dama- 
ges he  sustained  by  the  intrenchment  being  laid  through  his 
Land  in  Charlestoum-Neck,  and  for  the  purchase  of  his  Boat, 
which  was  taken  into  the  publick  service  in  November  last. 

Captain  Trapier  reported,  that  he,  with  Mr.  Berwick, 
had  delivered  the  Ordinance  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Le- 
gislative Council. 

Mr.  Bull  reported,  that  he,  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tennent, 
had  delivered  the  Bill  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Mr.  Elias  Horry  reported,  that  he,  with  Mr.  Salvador, 
had  delivered  the  Ordinance  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Le- 
gislative Council. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  this  House  do  resolve  to  choose 
another  Delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

After  some  debate,  the  previous  question  was  moved  for, 
and  put,  whether  that  question  should  be  now  put  ?  And  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  a  Bill  to  increase  the  number  of  Firemasters  in 
Charlestown,  and  to  empower  any  three  of  them  to  pull 
down  any  such  Houses,  or  other  Buildings,  as  they  shall  ad- 
judge necessary  for  the  stopping  and  preventing  the  spread- 
ing of  Fire ;  read  a  third  time  in  that  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  engrossed. 

And  the  same  being  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Pinckney,  together  with  one 
Member  of  the  Legislative  Council,  do  examine  and  com- 
pare the  same  with  the  original  draft. 

Colonel  Pinckney  reported  that,  having  examined  and 
compared  the  Bill  according  to  order,  the  same  was  found 
right. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Bill  be  carried  to  his  Excellency 
the  President,  in  order  to  have  the  seal  affixed  thereto. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  make  like 
provision  the  present  year  for  the  Clothing  of  the  First  and 
Second  Regiments  of  Infantry,  and  the  Regiment  of  Ran- 
gers in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  as  was  made  for  them 
by  resolution  of  Congress  for  the  year  past. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  a  Committee 
to  purchase  and  ship  such  commodities  as  may  be  necessary 
to  be  shipped  and  sold  for  payment  and  procuring  of  Clothing 
for  the  First  and  Second  Regiments  of  Infantry,  and  the 
Regiment  of  Rangers,  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and  for 
the  hiring  or  purchasing  and  fitting  out  proper  vessels  for  that . 
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purpose,  viz :  George  Abbott  Hall.  Roger  Smith,  Thomas 
Corbctt,  Robert  WilUam  Powell,  and  Aaron  Loocock,  Es- 
quires. 

Colonel  Pinckncy  reported,  that  he  had  delivered  the  seve- 
ral engrossed  Bills  and  Ordinances  he  had  in  charge  to  his 
Excellency  the  President,  to  have  the  seals  affixed  to  them ; 
and  that  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  say  he  would  have 
the  seals  affixed  accordingly  ;  and  that  he  would  receive  this 
House  in  the  Council  Chamber  at  six  o'clock,  with  such 
Bills  as  they  may  then  have  ready  to  present  for  his  assent. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  do 
advance  and  pay  to  George  Abbott  Hall,  Roger  Smith, 
Robert  William  Powell,  Thomas  Corbett,  and  Aaron  Loo- 
cock, Esqs.,  such  sums  of  Money  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  purchase  of  Rice,  or  other  produce  of  this  Colony,  to 
be  shipped  by  them  to  a  foreign  market,  in  order  to  be  sold, 
and  the  produce  thereof  applied  in  the  purchase  of  Clothing 
for  the  Fii-st  and  Second  Regiments  of  Infantry,  and  the 
Regiment  of  Rangers,  in  the  service  of  this  Colony ;  and 
also,  for  the  hire  or  purchase,  and  fitting  out  of  proper  ves- 
sels for  that  service. 

Ordered,  That  tliis  Resolution  be  sent  to  the  Legislative 
Council  for  their  concurrence,  and  to  his  Excellency  the 
President  for  his  assent. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that 
Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Pinckney  and  Mr.  Chiffelle  do 
carry  the  said  Message  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  Mr.  Champner/s's 
Account  was  referred,  being  taken  into  consideration,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  viz :  That  Mr.  Champneys,  for  the 
sundry  articles  enumerated  in  his  account,  for  which  he 
charges  the  publick  five  hundred  Pounds,  is  entitled  to  no 
more  than  fifty  Pounds  for  damages  at  his  Plantation.  That 
seventy-five  Pounds  be  allowed  him  for  the  hire  of  Stores  at 
his  Plantation.  That  a  commission  of  five  per  centum  be 
allowed  liim  on  sixteen  hundred  and  fourteen  Pounds  eleven 
Shillings  and  eleven  Pence,  the  amount  of  Rice  retailed  for 
the  publick  benefit,  which  is  eighty  Pounds  fourteen  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence ;  and  that  one  hundred  and  seven 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  be  allowed  him  for  Boards  delivered 
to  Mr.  Cannon  for  the  publick  use ;  and  that  those  allow- 
ances made,  (the  Congress  having  before  disallowed  the 
charge  he  made  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-one  Pounds  four 
Shillings  and  five  Pence,  for  buying  and  selling  Rice,)  leave 
a  balance  due  from  Mr.  Champneys  to  the  publick,  on  sale 
of  Rice,  thirteen  hundred  and  one  Pounds  seven  Shillings 
and  three  Pence,  subject,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee, 
to  the  direction  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  balance  of  thirteen  hundred  and 
one  Pounds  seven  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  John  Champneys,  due  to  the  publick,  be  by  him  paid 
into  the  Colony  Treasury  within  one  month. 

The  House  being  informed  that  several  sums  of  Money 
remain  due  to  the  publick  for  Rice  sold, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gibbes,  Mr.  William  Parker,  Mr. 
Corbett,  Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  Chiffelle,  Mr.  Roger  Smith,  Mr. 
Simons,  Mr.  Dupont,  and  Mr.  Hall,  be  a  Committee  to 
inquire  and  report  what  quantities  of  Rice,  and  other  com- 
modities, have  been  received  and  purchased  on  the  publick 
account  by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that  purjwse 
under  the  authority  of  Congress,  and  also  to  inquire  and 
report  what  other  Rice  and  commodities  have  been  pur- 
chased or  shipped  by  order  of  the  Secret  Committee  and 
Council  of  Safety,  how  the  same  has  been  dis[K)sed  of,  and 
what  sums  or  balances  are  now  due  to  the  publick  on  the 
score  of  such  Rice  and  commodities. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Commissioners  have  power  to 
send  for  Persons  and  Papers,  and  to  demand  and  receive 
from  all  persons  who  shall  appear  to  be  indebted  to  the  pub- 
lick on  the  foregoing  accounts,  the  several  sums  from  them 
respectively  due,  and  to  pay  over  the  same  into  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury. 

John  Neufville,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  tlie 
Treasury,  requested  leave  to  resign  that  office ;  and  persist- 
ing in  his  request,  it  was  granted. 

A  Petition  of  Henry  Aitkin,  late  Master  of  the  Ship 
Port-Henderson,  was  presented  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  be  referred  to  the  fol- 


lowing Committee,  viz :    Mr.  Dupont,  Mr.  Roger  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Chiffelle. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  a  Bill  to  empower  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  have 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  of  capture  of  the  Ships  and  other 
Vessels  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  the 
British  West-Indies,  Nova-Scotia,  and  East  and  West-Flo- 
rida ;  to  establish  the  trial  by  Jury  in  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty in  cases  of  capture,  and  for  the  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned ;  read  a  second  time  in  that  House.  Also,  an 
Ordinance  to  ascertain  the  duties  of  a  Mustermaster-Gene- 
ral  of  the  Land  and  Sea  Forces  in  the  ser\ice  cf  this  Colo- 
ny ;  read  twice  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  Ordinance  being  then  read  a  third  time  in  this  House, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Middleton  and  Mr.  Bull  do  carry 
the  said  Ordinance  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  an  Ordinance  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  en- 
suing Circuit  Courts,  and  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  and 
the  General  Sessions,  in  Charlestown,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned  ;  read  a  third  time  in  that  House. 

Resolved,  That  the  Ordinance  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  be  engrossed. 

A  Bill  to  empower  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  have  juris- 
diction in  all  cases  of  capture  of  the  Ships  and  other  Ves- 
sels of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  the  British 
West-Indies,  Nova-Scotia,  and  East  and  West-Florida,  to 
establish  the  trial  by  Jury  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  in 
cases  of  capture,  and  for  the  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned ;  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be,  An 
Act,  fee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  BuU  and  Mr.  Salvador  do  carry  the 
Bill  to  the  Legislative  Council  for  their  concurrence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  half-past  five  of  the 
clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 
The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Message  from  the  President,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

"  Mr.  Speaker:  His  Excellency  the  President  is  now  in 
the  Council  Chamber,  ready  to  receive  this  House  with  any 
Bills  they  may  have  to  present  for  his  assent." 

And  then  the  Messenger  withdrew. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  House,  attended  his 
Excellency  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

And  being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  this 
House,  with  the  Legislative  Council,  having  attended  his 
Excellency  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  presented  to  him 
the  following  Ordinance  and  Bills,  he  had  been  pleased  to 
give  his  assent  to  them,  viz : 

An  Ordinance  to  repeal  part  of  an  Ordinance  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly,  passed  the  2.3d  day  oi  February,  1771,  ap- 
pointing Henry  Peronneau  and  Benjamin  Dart,  Esquires, 
joint  Publick  Treasurers,  and  to  appoint  Commissioners  to 
take  a  state  of  the  Treasury ;  and,  also,  to  empower  the  said 
Commissioners  to  settle  tlie  Accounts  of  the  late  Powder 
Receiver. 

An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Firemasters  in  Charles- 
town,  and  to  empower  any  three  of  them  to  pull  down  any 
such  Houses,  or  other  Buildings,  as  they  shall  adjudge  ne- 
cessary for  tlie  stopping  and  preventing  die  spreading  of 
Fire,  and  for  altering  and  repealing  such  parts  of  an  Act  as 
is  therein  mentioned. 

An  Act  to  punish  those  who  shall  counterfeit,  or  utter 
knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit,  the  Certificates  issued  by  the 
late  Houses  of  Assembly,  or  the  Continental  or  Colonial 
Currency,  which  hath  been  already,  or  shall  be  hereafter  is- 
sued. 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  the  Desertion 
of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailors  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
and  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  shall  harbour  and  con- 
ceal them,  or  who  shall  purchase,  receive,  or  conceal  the 
Arms,  Clothes,  or  Accoutrements  of  Deserters. 

Ordered,  That  the  latter  Act  be  forthwith  printed,  and 
made  publick. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  with  the  Membei-s  of  the 
honourable  the  Legislative  Council,  who  attended  in  the 


645 


SOUTH-CAROLINA  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY,  APRIL,  1776. 


646 


General  Assembly  for  that  purpose,  to  ballot  for  two  Com- 
missioners of  the  Colony  Treasury. 

And  the  ballots  being  cast  up,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that 
William  Parker,  Esq.,  one  of  the  gentlemen  balloted  for, 
appeared  to  have  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the  Members 
present. 

And  he  was  accordingly  declared  duly  elected. 

Both  Houses  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  another  Com- 
missioner of  the  Treasury. 

And  the  ballots  being  cast  up,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that 
Edtvard  Blake,  Esq.,  was  duly  elected  a  Commissioner  of 
the  Treasury. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  of  the  clock. 

Wednesday,  April  10,  1776. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 
A  Petition  oi  David  Baty  was  presented  and  read. 
After  which,  the  Member  who  presented  it  requested 
leave  to  withdraw  the  same. 

And  it  was  withdrawn  accordingly. 

On  motion,  that  this  House  do  resolve  that  it  is  neces- 
sary a  Commander  of  the  Navy  of  this  Colony,  subordinate 
to  the  President,  should  be  appointed,  a  debate  arose,  and 
the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  a  Bill  to  revive  and  continue,  for  the  time  therein 
mentioned,  the  several  Acts  and  clauses  of  Acts  therein  par- 
ticularly mentioned,  and  to  appropriate  certain  Penalties,  and 
confirm  the  powers  of  Commissioners  of  Roads  ;  read  a  se- 
cond time  in  the  Legislative  Council. 

The  House  was  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  an  Ordinance 
for  vesting  certain  powere  and  authorities,  in  subordination 
to  the  President,  in  the  Commander-in-Chief,  for  the  time 
being,  of  the  first-rate  Vessel  in  the  Colony  service. 

And  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered,  That  such  an  Ordinance  be  brought  in ;  and 
that  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  Captain  Lempriere,  Cap- 
tain John  Huger,  Colonel  Pinckney,  and  Captain  Moultne, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Duponl  reported  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
Petition  of  Henry  Aitkin  was  referred.  And  he  read  the 
Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  read,  and  is  as  foUoweth : 

That,  having  examined  the  accounts  of  the  Petitioner, 
they  found  a  balance  of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  due  from  the  Ship  Port- 
Henderson,  of  which,  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Pounds 
twelve  Shillings  were  for  wages.  That  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  one  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and  nine  Pence 
appears  to  be  a  Bill  of  Exchange  paid  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Rus- 
sell, which  bill  being  drawn  upon  himself,  is  now  of  no  value. 
They,  therefore,  recommend  that  these  two  sums,  making 
together  eight  hundred  and  sixty  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and 
nine  Pence,  currency,  be  paid  to  Captain  Aitkin  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  cargo  of  the  Ship  Port-Henderson ;  also, 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  Pounds  eight  Shil- 
lings and  nine  Pence,  which  Captain  Aitkin  has  received 
from  sundry  passengers,  and  expended  on  the  said  Ship,  and 
which  is  now  demanded  of  him  by  the  said  passengers. 

Message  from  the  Legislative  Council,  by  their  Clerk. 
"  In  the  Legislative  Council,  April  10, 1776. 
"  Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen : 

"  Upon  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  to  empower  the  Court 
of  Admiralty  to  have  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  of  capture  of 
Ships  or  Vessels  of  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, and  the  British  West-Indies,  and  to  establish  the  trial  by 
Jury  in  such  cases,  this  House  is  of  opinion  that  some  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  be  made  thereto.  We,  therefore, 
desire  your  House  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  a  Committee, 
to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  this  House  in  the  Conference- 
Room  immediately,  on  such  amendments.  Our  Commit- 
tee are  the  Honourable  Mr.  Bee  and  the  Honourable  Dr. 
Olifhant. 

"  By  order  of  the  House : 

"George  Gab.  Powell,  Speaker." 

Message  to  the  Legislative  Council. 
HoNOUKABLE  Gentlemen  I  Agreeable  to  a  Message  just 


now  received  from  your  House,  this  House  have  appointed 
a  Committee,  to  confer  with  a  Committee  of  your  House,  on 
such  amendments  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  made  to  the 
Bill  to  empower  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  have  jurisdiction 
in  all  cases  of  capture  of  Ships  or  Vessels  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  West-Indies,  and 
to  establish  the  trial  by  Jury  in  such  cases.  Our  Commit- 
tee are  Colonel  Pinckney  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Drayton. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Pinckney  and  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Drayton  do  carry  the  said  Message  to  the  Legblative  Coun- 
cil. 

Colonel  Pinckney,  from  the  Committee  of  Conference,  re- 
ported several  amendments  proposed  in  the  Conference  ; 
which  being  read,  were  severally  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
be  made  parts  of  the  Bill. 

A  Bill  to  revive  and  continue,  for  the  time  therein  men- 
tioned, the  several  Acts  and  clauses  of  Acts  of  the  General 
Assembly,  therein  particularly  mentioned,  was  read  the  third 
time. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass ;  and  that  the  title  be.  An 
Act,  &.C. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  sent  to  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil for  their  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Moultrie  and  Mr.  Bacot  do  carry 
the  same  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Captain  Moultrie  reported,  that  he,  with  Mr.  Bacot,  had 
delivered  the  Bill  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

A  Petition  of  Thomas  Fletchall,  Robert  Cunningham, 
Patrick  Cunningham,  Robert  Pearis,  Elisha  Robinson, 
Pinkethman  Hawkins,  James  Alexander,  Thomas  Wisdom, 
William  Dodgen,  Henry  Green,  and  Robert  Proctor,  Pri- 
soners in  Charlestown  Jail,  principal  actors  in  the  late  com- 
motions in  the  interior  parts  of  the  Colony,  was  presented 
and  read. 

After  some  debate  thereon,  a  motion  was  made,  and  se- 
conded, for  leave  to  withdraw  the  Petition. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  a  Bill  to  empower  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  have 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  of  capture  of  Ships  or  Vessels  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  the  British  West- 
Indies,  Nova-Scotia,  and  East  and  West-Florida,  and  to 
establish  the  trial  by  Jury  in  such  cases ;  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed  in  that  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bill  be  engrossed. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council  brought  from  that 
House  an  Ordinance  to  ascertain  the  duties  of  a  Muster- 
master-General  of  the  Land  and  Naval  Forces  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  Colony ;  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  in  the 
Legislative  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  be  engrossed. 

The  House  was  moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  an  Address  to  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  the 
President  and  Commander-in-Chief,  requesting  that  he  will 
be  pleased  to  order  a  day  of  solemn  Fasting,  Prayer,  and 
Humiliation,  to  be  observed  throughout  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Pinckney  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ten- 
nent  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  McQueen,  Mr.  Verree,  and  Mr. 
Chiffelle,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  and  report  the  names 
of  such  persons  amongst  the  late  Insurgents,  as  are  proper 
to  be  excepted  in  a  declaration  of  pardon  or  amnesty. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  Writs  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Members  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  fill  up  such 
vacancies  as  have  already  happened,  or  may,  from  time  to 
time,  happen  in  any  of  the  Parishes  and  Districts  tlirough- 
out  the  Colony. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  now  proceed 
to  ballot,  jointly  with  the  Honourable  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, for  a  Captain  of  the  Ship  Prosper. 

The  Membei-s  of  the  Legislative  Council  being  introduced' 
into  the  General  Assembly  for  that  purpose,  the  balloting 
was  proceeded  in  accordingly. 

And  the  ballots  being  reckoned,  Mr.  Speaker  reported 
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4hat  Clement  Lempriere,  Esquire,  was  duly  elected  Captain 
«nd  Commander  of  the  Colony  Ship-of-VVar  Prosper. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Certificates  issued,  and  to 
be  issued,  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolutions  of  Congress  of  the 
14th  of  June,  1775,  which  have  not  been  signed  by  Mr. 
Neufvilk  and  Mr.  Bacot,  two  of  the  late  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury,  shall  be  numbered  and  signed  by  Mr.  Gibbes, 
and  the  other  Commissioner  nominated  yesterday. 

On  motion,  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Henry 
Aitkin's  Petition  be  now  taken  under  consideration,  the 
question  was  put,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
nine  of  the  clock. 

Thursday,  April  11,  1776. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Colonel  Pinckney,  from  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  Mes- 
sage to  the  President,  to  request  that  his  Excellency  will 
issue  his  Proclamation  apiwinting  a  General  Fast,  reported 
the  following  Message  to  the  President : 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

The  House,  sensible  of  their  dependance  ujMn  the  Su- 
preme Ruler  of  all  events,  and  impressed  with  sentiments  of 
gratitude  for  the  many  signal  interpositions  of  Heaven  in 
favour  of  ^mcncan  liberty  in^  general,  and  of  this  Colony  in 
particular ;  more  especially  in  the  late  happy  establishment 
of  a  Constitution  of  Government,  framed  by  the  Representa- 
tives of  this  Colony  for  their  security  and  good  order,  until 
an  accommodation  shall  take  place  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Colonies,  do  request  that  your  Excellency  will 
please  to  issue  your  Proclamation,  appointing  a  day  of  Fast- 
ing, Humiliation  and  Prayer,  to  be  observed  throughout  this 
Colony,  exhorting  and  commanding  the  people,  of  every  de- 
nomination, to  confess  and  deplore  their  sins  against  Almighty 
God ;  thankfully  to  acknowledge  his  unmerited  goodness ; 
earnestly  to  implore  his  blessing  upon  all  endeavours  for  the 
security  of  American  rights ;  that  he  would  be  pleased  to 
direct  the  united  Councils  of  these  Colonies,  and  prosper 
their  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  proper- 
ties, against  the  cruelty  of  their  invaders  ;  and  that  he  would 
aid  and  bless  the  present  constitutional  authority  of  this  Co- 
lony. And  this  House  do  likewise  request  that  your  Excel- 
lency would  be  pleased  strictly  to  enjoin  all  Clergymen  to 
make  proper  prayers,  and  deliver  proper  discourses  upon 
the  occasion. 

And  the  same  being  agreed  to  by  the  House, 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Daniel  Horry  and  Colonel  Pinck- 
ney do  carry  the  said  Message  to  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Message  to  the  President. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency : 

This  House  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that 
Clement  Lempriere,  Esq.,  was  yesterday  duly  chosen  by  the 
Members  of  the  honourable  the  Legislative  Council  and  of 
this  House,  to  be  Captain  and  Commander  of  the  Colony 
Ship-of-War  Prosper. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Colo- 
nel PinckTKy  do  carry  the  Message  to  the  President ;  and 
that  tliey  do,  at  the  same  time,  acquaint  his  Excellency  that 
this  House  have  several  Acts  and  Ordinances  ready  to  be 
presented  for  his  assent,  as  soon  as  it  may  be  his  pleasure  to 
receive  them. 

Colonel  Pinckney  reported,  that  he,  with  Colonel  Horry, 
had  delivered  the  Message  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Presi- 
dent ;  and  that  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  say  he  would 
issue  a  Proclamation,  as  requested  in  the  Message. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drfly^on  reported,  that  he,  with  Co- 
lonel Pinckney,  had  delivered  the  Message  they  had  in 
charge  to  the  President ;  and  that  his  Excellency  was 
pleased  to  say  he  would  acquaint  the  House  when  he  should 
be  ready  to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Simom  and  Mr.  Elias  Horry  do 
wait  on  the  President  with  such  Bills  and  Ordinances  as  are 
engrossed,  and  desire  his  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause 
Xhe  seals  to  be  affixed  thereto. 


Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Captain 
Savage  do  make  immediate  inquirj'  of  Elu-ard  Blake,  Esq., 
Commissary  for  the  Naval  Department,  and  yesterday  cho- 
sen one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  which 
of  the  two  Departments  he  chooses  to  act  in. 

Mr.  Elias  Horry  reported,  that  he,  with  Captain  Simons, 
had  waited  on  the  President  with  the  engrossed  Bills  and 
Ordinances  they  had  in  charge,  and  that  his  Excellency 
was  pleased  to  say  he  would  cause  the  seals  to  be  affixed 
thereto. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Loocock,  Mr.  Rapley,  and  Mr.  Sal- 
vador, be  a  Committee  to  inquire  and  report  proper  places 
of  election  for  such  Districts  as  are  not  yet  fixed  or  divided 
into  Parishes,  and,  also,  proper  persons  to  attend  and  receive 
the  Votes  of  the  Electors. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  reported,  that  he,  with 
Captain  Savage,  had  made  the  inquiry  they  were  ordered, 
of  Captain  Blake,  and  that  Captain  Blake  said  he  chose  to 
act  as  a  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  decline  the 
Office  of  Commissary  for  the  Naval  Department. 

Colonel  Pinckney  presented,  according  to  order,  an  Ordi- 
nance to  appoint  a  Commander  of  the  Navy  of  this  Colony, 
subject  to  the  immediate  command  of  the  President  and 
Commander-in-Chief;  and  the  same  was  received  and  read 
a  first  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  be  read  a  second  time. 

Ordered,  That  IMr.  Corbett,  Mr.  Bacot,  Mr.  Poicell,  and 
Mr.  Chiffelle,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  the  Receipts  of 
the  Paymasters  of  the  several  Regiments  in  the  service  of 
this  Colony,  and  to  compare  them  with  the  Pay-Bills  which 
are,  or  oiight  to  be,  lodged  in  the  Treasury,  and  to  order  the 
balance,  if  any  in  such  Paymasters'  hands,  to  be  paid  into 
the  Colony  Treasury. 

An  Ordinance  to  appoint  a  Commander  of  the  Navy  of 
this  Colony,  subject  to  the  immediate  command  of  the  Pre- 
sident and  Commander-in-Chief,  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Ordinance  be  sent  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dupont  and  Mr.  Berwick  do  carry 
the  same  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  this  House  do  resolve  to  make 
provision  for  a  Chaplain  to  each  of  the  Regiments  as  soon 
as  such  Regiments,  respectively,  have  two  hundred  Men. 

And  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  such  Chaplains  be  allowed  a 
Salary  of  one  thousand  Pounds  a  year,  each,  and  two  Rations 
per  day. 

And  the  question  being  put,  it  passed  ii;  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that  the  Salary  be  seven  hun- 
dred Pounds  a  year,  each,  and  two  Rations  per  day. 

And  the  question  being  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Captain  Aitkin's  Pe- 
tition being  taken  into  consideration,  the  same  was  debated 
on,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  and  agreed  to,  after  a  question 
being  put  upon  each. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissionei-s  appointed  by  the  late 
Congress  for  the  sale  of  the  Cargo  of  the  Ship  Port-Hen- 
derson, Henry  Aitkin  late  Master,  be  auiiiorized  to  pay  to 
the  said  Henry  Aitkin,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sales, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Pounds  twelve  Shil- 
lings, currency,  due  to  him  for  Wages ;  also,  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  and  one  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and  nine  Pence, 
for  a  Bill  of  Exchange  paid  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Russell,  which, 
being  drawn  upon  himself,  is  now  of  no  value;  and,  also, 
the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  Pounds  eight  Shil- 
lings and  nine  Pence,  currency,  which  Captain  Aitkin  has 
received  from  several  passengers,  and  expended  on  the  said 
Ship,  and  is  now  demaniled  of  him  by  the  said  passengers. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolution  be  sent  to 
the  Legislative  Council  for  their  concuirence,  and  to  his 
Excellency  the  President  for  his  assent. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Resolution  be  engrossed,  and 
that  Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dupont  and  Mr.  Corbett  do  carry  the 
said  Message  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  this  House  will  make  provi- 
sion for  llie  payment  of  all  reasonable  charges  attending  the 
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cure  of  any  Militia-men  wlio  shall  ftill  sick  while  drafted,  and 
doing  duty  in  the  service  of  the  Colony,  until  a  General  Hos- 
pital shall  be  established :  provided  that  the  said  Militia-men 
shall  not  be,  m  the  judgment  of  this  House,  in  circumstances 
to  defray  that  expense. 

Message  to  the  President. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency: 

The  Congress,  on  the  28th  oi  November  last,  resolved  that 
a  General  Hospital  for  the  sick  and  wounded  men  of  the 
Provincial  Land  Forces,  for  Seamen,  and  the  Militia,  should 
be  established,  and  that  a  Director-General  thereof  should 
be  appointed ;  and  ordered  that  the  then  Council  of  Safety 
sliould  carry  the  said  resolution  into  execution  ;  which  ser- 
vice has  not  yet  been  done.  Wherefore,  and  as  this  House 
are  of  opinion  that  such  an  establishment  and  appointment 
ought  to  take  place,  they  request  your  Excellency  will  give 
proper  orders  for  the  purpose,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  direct 
that  proper  care  be  taken  of  the  country  Militia  doing  duty 
in  Charlestown  as  have  or  shall  fall  sick,  or  get  hurt  in  the 
service. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that 
Mr.  Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  PincJcney  and  Colonel  Horry  do 
carry  the  Message  to  his  Excellency. 

Mr.  Dupont  reported,  that  he,  with  Mr.  Bervnck,  had  de- 
livered the  Ordinance  they  had  in  charge  to  the  Legislative 
Council. 

Mr.  Loocock  reported  from  the  Committee  to  inquire  and 
report  proper  places  of  election  for  such  Districts  as  are  not 
yet  fixed  or  divided  into  Parishes ;  and,  also,  proper  persons 
to  attend  and  receive  the  Votes  of  the  Electors.  And  he 
read  the  Report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  at 
the  Clerk's  table,  where  the  same  was  read  and  agreed  to, 
as  foUoweth: 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  Members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  in  the  District  eastward  of  the  Wateree  River, 
should  be  held  at  the  Court- House  in  Camden ;  and  that  the 
Commissioners  to  attend  and  receive  the  Votes  of  the  Elec- 
tors be  John  Wylly,  Richard  Richardson,  Jun.,  Matthew 
Singleton,  George  Douglas,  and  James  Bradley,  Esquires. 
That  the  election  for  the  District  of  Ninety-Six  should  be 
held  at  the  Indian  Camp,  near  Major  Andrew  Williamson's; 
and  that  the  Commissioners  be  Major  Williamson,  Captain 
Andrews,  Captain  Hammond,  Patrick  Calhoun,  and  Wil- 
liam Moore,  Esquires.  That  the  election  for  the  District  of 
Saxe-Gotha  should  be  held  at  Granby,  on  the  Congaree 
River;  and  that  the  Commissioners  be  William  Arthur ,  Ben- 
jamin Farrar,  Ralph  Humphries,  Jacob  Rickman,  Esqs., 
and  Mr.  Jacob  Friday.  That  the  election  for  the  District 
between  Broad  and  Saluda  Rivers  being  subdivided,  should 
be  as  follows  :  1,  For  the  Lower  District,  four  JMembers  to 
be  elected,  at  or  near  the  Meeting- House  near^rfam  Sumr- 
mers's;  and  that  the  Commissioners  he  Adam  Summers,  Jun., 
Michael  Litener,  George  Stroiher,  Jonas  Beard,  and  Mr. 
George  Stoighead ;  2,  For  the  Middle  or  Little  River  Dis- 
trict, four  Members  to  be  elected,  at  Captain  Hammond's 
Old  Store ;  and  that  the  Commissioners  be  John  Williams, 
James  Williams,  James  Linley,  Robert  McCreary,  and  Jona- 
than Downes,  Esquires  ;  3,  For  the  Upper  or  Spartan  Dis- 
trict, four  Members  to  be  elected,  at  or  near  the  Meeting- 
House,  Fair-Forest ;  and  that  the  Commissioners  be  Colonel 
Thomas,  Captain  Andreiv  Berry,  Captain  Thomas  Bran- 
don, Captain  Ralph  Smith,  and  John  Thomas,  Jun.,  Esqs. 
That  the  election  for  the  District  between  Broad  and  Ca- 
tawba Rivers  should  be  at  Captain  Winn's  Old  Place  ;  and 
that  the  Commissioners  be  Captain  Robert  Patton,  Captain 
William  Lang,  and  Messrs.  William  Strother,  Joseph  Kirk- 
land,  and  Charles  Daniel  Bradford.  And  that  the  election 
for  the  Netv-Acquisition  be  at  or  near  Colonel  Thomas 
NeeFs ;  and  that  the  Commissioners  be  Colonel  Neel,  Wil- 
liam Byers,  John  Howe,  Francis  Adams,  and  Samuel  Wat- 
son, Esquires. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  cause  the  foregoing  Reso- 
lutions to  be  forthwith  made  publick  by  Handbills,  and  also 
in  the  Newspapers. 

And  then  tlie  House  adjourned  till  five  of  the  clock  this 
afternoon.  

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  House  met  according  to  adjournment. 


Captain  McQiteen  reported  from  the  Committee  to  in- 
quire and  report  the  names  of  such  persons  among  the  late 
Insurgents  as  are  proper  to  be  excepted  in  a  declaration  of 
pardon  or  amnesty ;  and  he  read  the  Report  in  his  place, 
and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
the  same  was  read  ;  and  it  is  as  followeth  : 

That  the  persons  whose  names  are  hereinafter  mentioned 
should  be  excluded,  to  wit :  Henry  O'Neal,  Jacob  Bock- 
man,  alias  Jacob  Bowman,  Thomas  Fletchall,  Robert  Cun- 
ningham, Patrick  Cunningham,  Richard  Pearis,  Elisha 
Robinson,  Pinkethman  Hawkins,  James  Alexander,  Tho- 
mas Wisdom,  Henry  Green,  Robert  Proctor,  William  Dod- 
gen,  Stephen  Prosser,  and  John  Morgridge. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  with  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  and  that  it  be  made  a  Resolution. 

Colonel  Pinckney  reported,  that  he,  with  Colonel  Horry, 
had  delivered  the  Message  they  had  in  charge  relative  to  a 
General  Hospital,  and  that  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to 
say  the  request  of  the  House  should  be  complied  with. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Colo- 
nel Pinckney  be  a  Committee  to  confer  with  a  Committee 
of  the  Legislative  Council  on  a  proper  time  for  both  Houses 
to  adjourn  to. 

The  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton,  from  the  Committee  of 
Conference,  reported,  that  Tuesday,  the  1st  day  of  October 
next,  was  agreed  on  as  a  proper  time  to  adjourn  to. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  adjourn  to  Tuesday,  the 
1st  day  of  October  next. 

Message  from  the  President,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Council. 

"Mr.  Speaker:  His  Excellency  the  President  is  now 
in  the  Council  Chamber,  ready  to  receive  this  House  with 
such  Bills  as  they  have  to  present  for  his  assent." 

And  then  the  Messenger  withdrew. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  House,  attended  his 
Excellency  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

And  being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  this  House 
and  the  Legislative  Council  had  attended  his  Excellency 
the  President,  in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  presented  to 
him  the  following  five  Ordinances  and  Acts,  to  wit : 

An  Ordinance  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  ensuing 
Circuit  Courts,  and  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Ge- 
neral Sessions,  in  Charlestown,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned. 

An  Ordinance  to  ascertain  the  duties  of  a  Mustermaster- 
General  of  the  Land  and  Naval  Forces  in  die  service  of  this 
Colony. 

An  Act  to  prevent  Sedition,  and  to  punish  Insurgents  and 
Disturbers  of  the  Publick  Peace. 

An  Act  to  empower  the  Court  of  Admiralty  to  have  juris- 
diction in  all  cases  of  capture  of  Ships  or  Vessels  of  the  In- 
habitants o{  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  the  British  West-Indies, 
Nova-Scotia,  and  East  and  West-Florida,  and  to  establish 
the  Trial  by  Jury  in  such  cases. 

An  Act  to  revive  and  continue,  for  the  time  therein  men- 
tioned, the  several  Acts  and  clauses  of  Acts  of  the  General 
Assembly  therein  particularly  mentioned  ;  and  to  appropri- 
ate certain  penalties,  and  to  confirm  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Roads,  Paths,  Bridges,  Creeks,  Causeys,  and 
Water  Passages. 

To  all  which  the  President  had  been  pleased  to  give  his 
assent. 

After  which  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  deliver  the 
following  Speech  to  both  Houses  : 

"Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council, 
Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  General  Assembly  : 
"  It  has  afforded  me  much  satisfaction  to  observe  that, 
though  the  season  of  the  year  rendered  your  sitting  very 
inconvenient,  your  private  concerns  (which  must  have  suf- 
fered greatly  by  your  long  and  close  application  in  the  late 
Congress  to  the  affairs  of  this  Colony)  requiring  your  pre- 
sence in  the  country  ;  yet,  continuing  to  prefer  the  publick 
weal  to  ease  and  retirement,  you  have  been  busily  engaged 
in  framing  such  laws  as  our  peculiar  circumstances  rendered 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  passed  before  your  adjournment. 
Having  given  my  assent  to  them,  I  presume  you  are  now 
desirous  of  a  recess.  On  my  part,  a  most  solemn  oath  has 
been  taken  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty ;  on  yours, 
a  solemn  assurance  has  been  given  to  support  me  therein. 
Thus,  a  publick  compact  between  us  stands  recorded.    You 
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may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  keep  this  oath  ever  in  mind. 
The  Constitution  shall  be  the  invariable  mle  of  my  con- 
duct. My  ears  shall  always  be  open  to  the  complaints  of 
tlie  injured.  Justice  in  mercy  shall  neither  be  denied  or  de- 
layed. Our  laws  and  religion,  and  the  liberties  of  ^/»en'ca, 
shall  be  maintained  and  defended  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 
I  repose  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  your  engagement. 
And  now,  gentlemen,  let  me  intreat  that  you  will,  in  your  se- 
veral Parishes  and  Districts,  use  your  influence  and  authority 
to  keep  peace  and  good  order,  and  procure  strict  observance 
of  and  ready  obedience  to  the  law.  If  any  persons  therein 
are  still  strangers  to  tlie  nature  and  merits  of  the  dispute 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies,  you  will  explain 
it  to  them  fully,  and  teach  them,  if  they  are  so  unfortunate 
as  not  to  know  their  inherent  rights.  Prove  to  them  that 
the  privileges  of  being  tried  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  ac- 
quainted with  the  parties  and  witnesses ;  of  being  taxed 
only  with  their  own  consent,  given  by  their  representatives, 
freely  chosen  by  and  sharing  the  burden  equally  with  them- 
selves— ^not  for  aggrandizing  a  rapacious  Minister  and  his 
dependant  favourites,  and  for  corrupting  the  people  and  sub- 
verting their  liberties,  but  for  such  wise  and  salutary  pur- 
poses as  they  themselves  approve ;  and  of  having  their  in- 
ternal polity  regulated  only  by  laws  consented  to  by  com- 
petent judges  of  what  is  best  adapted  to  their  situation  and 
circumstances — equally  bound,  too,  by  those  laws,  which  are 
inestimable,  and  derived  from  that  Constitution,  which  is  the 
birdiright  of  the  poorest  man,  and  the  best  inheritance  of 
tlie  most  wealthy.  Relate  to  them  the  various  unjust  and 
cruel  statutes  which  the  British  Parliament,  claiming  a  right 
to  make  laws  binding  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
have  enacted,  and  the  many  sanguinary  measures  which 
have  been  and  are  daily  pursued  and  threatened,  to  wrest 
bom  them  those  invaluable  benefits,  and  to  enforce  such  an 
unlimited  and  destructive  claim.  To  the  most  illiterate  it 
must  appear  that  no  power  on  earth  can  of  right  deprive 
them  of  the  hard-earned  fruits  of  their  honest  industry, 
toil,  and  labour ;  even  to  them  the  impious  attempt  to  pre- 
vent many  thousands  from  using  the  means  of  subsistence 
provided  for  man  by  the  bounty  of  his  Creator,  and  to  com- 
pel them,  by  famine,  to  surrender  their  rights,  will  seem  to 
call  for  Divine  vengeance.  The  endeavours,  by  deceit  and 
bribery,  to  engage  barbarous  nations  to  imbrue  their  hands 
in  the  innocent  blood  of  helpless  women  and  children  ;  and 
the  attempt  by  fair,  but  false  promises,  to  make  the  ignorant 
domesticks  subservient  to  the  most  wicked  purposes,  are 
acts  at  which  humanity  must  revolt.  Show  your  constitu- 
ents, then,  the  indispensable  necessity  which  there  was  for 
establishing  some  mode  of  Government  in  this  Colony ;  the 
benefits  of  that  which  a  full  and  free  representation  has  es- 
tablished ;  and  that  the  consent  of  the  people  is  the  origin, 
and  their  happiness  the  end,  of  Government.  Remove  the 
apprehensions  with  which  honest  and  well-meaning,  but 
weak  and  credulous  minds  may  be  alarmed,  and  prevent  ill 
impressions  by  artful  and  designing  enemies.  Let  it  be 
known  that  this  Constitution  is  but  temporary,  till  an  accom- 
modation of  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America  can  be  obtained ;  and  that  such  an  event 
is  still  desired  by  men  who  yet  remember  former  friendships 
and  intimate  connections,  though,  for  defending  their  persons 
and  properties,  they  are  stigmatized  atid  treated  as  Rebels. 

Truth  being  known,  will  prevail  over  artifice  and  misrep- 
resentation. Conviction  must  follow  its  discovery.  In  such 
cases,  no  man,  who  is  worthy  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  w  ill 
or  can  refuse  to  join  with  you  in  defending  them  to  the  last 
extremity  ;  disdaining  every  sordid  view,  and  the  mean,  pal- 
try considerations  of  private  interest  and  present  emolument, 
when  placed  in  competition  willi  the  liberties  of  millions ; 
and  seeing  that  there  is  no  alternative  but  absolute,  uncon- 
ditional submission  and  the  most  abject  slavery,  or  a  defence 
becoming  men  bom  to  freedom,  he  will  not  hesitate  about 
,  the  choice.  Althougli  superior  force  may,  by  the  permission 
of  Heaven,  lay  waste  our  towns  and  ravage  our  country,  it 
can  never  eradicate  from  the  breasts  of  freemen  those  prin- 
ciples which  are  ingrafted  in  their  very  nature.  Such  men 
will  do  their  duty,  neither  knowing  or  regarding  conse- 
quences, but  submitting  them,  with  humble  confidence,  to 
tile  omniscient  and  omnipotent  Arbiter  and  Director  of  the 
fate  of  Empires,  and  trusting  that  His  almighty  ami,  which 
has  been  so  signally  stretched  out  for  our  defence,  will  de- 
liver them  in  a  righteous  cause. 


Tlie  eyes  of  Europe,  nay,  of  the  whole  world,  are  on 
America.  The  eyes  of  eveiy  other  Colony  are  on  this — a 
Colony  whose  reputation,  generosity,  and  magnanimity,  is 
universally  acknowledged.  I  trust,  therefore,  it  will  not  be 
diminished  by  our  future  conduct ;  that  there  will  be  no  civil 
discord  here  ;  and  diat  die  only  strife  amongst  brethren  will 
be,  who  shall  do  most  to  serve  and  to  save  an  oppressed  and 
injured  country.  j^^^  Rutledge. 

April   11,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  the  Speech  this  day  delivered  by  his  Ex- 
cellency the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  Co- 
lony to  both  Houses,  be  forthwith  printed,  as  well  in  the 
Newspapers  as  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  all  the 
Acts  and  Ordinances  passed  in  die  present  Session  (for  each 
Member  of  bodi  Houses,  and  every  Magistrate  to  have  one) 
be  printed  with  all  possible  expedition. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House 
that  such  Crown  Officere  as  were  confined  by  the  late  Con- 
gress to  Charlestoion  should  have  liberty,  if  they  choose  it, 
to  depart  this  Colony  ;  and  that  this  House  will  make  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  their  passages  and  necessary  sea- 
stores  to  Europe  or  the  West-Indies. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  be  desired  to 
issue  a  Declaration  of  Pardon  with  certain  exceptions. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  his  Excellency  be  desired  to 
cause  all  publick  Papers  and  Effects,  in  the  possession  of  all 
or  any  of  the  Crown  Officers,  to  be  immediately  secured 
and  properly  taken  care  of. 

Whereupon  the  following  Message  was  drawn  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House : 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

We  request  that  your  Excellency  will,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  cause  the  Resolution  of  the  13th  of  last  month,  respect- 
ing the  sending  certain  persons  therein  named  to  Connecti- 
cut, to  be  carried  into  execution  ;  and,  when  the  persons 
therein  named  shall  be  without  the  limits  of  this  Colony, 
that  your  Excellency  will  then  publish  a  declaration  of  par- 
don and  amnesty  to  the  late  Insurgents  then  in  the  Colony, 
with  such  exceptions  as  your  Excellency  shall  think  proper, 
with  the  advice  of  the  Privy  Council. 

We  do  also  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  diis  House 
have  resolved  that  such  Crown  Officers  as  were  confined  by 
the  late  Congress  to  Charlestotim,  shall  have  liberty,  if  they 
choose  it,  to  depart  this  Colony ;  and  that  this  House  will 
make  reasonable  provision  for  the  payment  of  their  passages, 
and  necessary  sea-stores,  to  Europe  or  the  West-Indies  ;  and 
upon  this  resolution  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  cause 
such  measures  to  be  taken  as  that  the  resolution  may  have 
its  proper  effect. 

And  to  the  intent  that  the  publick  papers  and  effects,  in 
the  possession  of  all  or  any  of  those  officers,  may  be  pro- 
perly secured  and  taken  care  of,  we  request  your  Excel- 
lency will  order  proper  persons  immediately  to  take  posses- 
sion of  such  publick  papers  and  effects. 

Ordered,  That  the  Message  be  engrossed,  and  that  Mr. 
Speaker  do  sign  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Mr.  Drayton  and  Captain 
McQjieen  do  carry  the  said  Message  to  his  Excellency  the 
President. 

Mr.  Speaker  then  adjourned  the  House  to  Tuesday,  the 
1st  day  of  October  next,  after  the  Members  thereof  had  sat 
in  Congress  and  in  General  Assembly  seventy-one  days. 


An  Act  to  prevent  Sedition,  and  punish  Insurgents  and 
disturbers  of  the  publick  peace. 

Whereas  a  horrid  and  unnatural  war  is  now  carried  on  by 
the  Ministrj'  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  against  the 
United  Colonies  of  North-America  in  general,  and  this  Co- 
lony in  particular,  with  a  cruel  and  oppressive  design  of  rob- 
bing the  Colonies  and  good  people  of  this  Colony  of  their 
dearest  and  most  valuable  rights  as  freemen,  and  reducing 
them  to  a  state  of  the  most  abject  slavery  and  oppression  ; 
and  whereas,  also,  in  order  further  to  accomplish  the  said 
iniquitous  and  unwarrantable  designs,  every  means  has  been 
adopted  by  a  wicked  Administration  to  sow  civil  dissensions 
and  animosities,  and  to  create  disorder,  confusion,  and  blood- 
shed amongst  the  good  people  of  this  Colony,  by  employing 
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secret  emissaries  to  stir  up  in  the  minds  of  wicked  and  evil- 
disfwsed  persons,  persuasions  and  principles  inimical  to  the 
ties  of  humanity,  and  the  common  rights  of  mankind,  and 
tiiereby  inducing  them  not  only  to  disturb  the  common  peace, 
safety,  and  good  order  of  this  Colony,  but  to  take  up  arms, 
and  spill  the  blood  of  their  fellow-citizens,  who  are  only  act- 
ing in  the  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties, 
against  the  hands  of  a  lawless  and  despotick  power ;  to  the 
intent,  therefore,  and  in  order  the  more  eifectually  to  pre- 
serve and  secure  the  peace,  order,  and  good  government  of 
this  Colony,  and  to  deter  and  ])revent  such  evil-minded  per- 
sons from  committing  such  offences,  and  all  such  other  of- 
fences declared  in  this  act,  to  the  great  danger  of  the  lives, 
liberties,  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  his  Excellency  John  Rutledge,  Esquire, 
President  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Colony 
of  South-Carolina,  and  by  the  honourable  the  Legislative 
Council  and  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  if  any  pereon  or  persons  within 
this  Colony  do,  or  shall,  from  and  immediately  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  take  up  arms  with  a  hostile  intent,  and 
by  force  and  violence,  or  by  words,  deeds,  or  writing,  or  any 
other  means  whatsoever,  cause,  induce,  or  persuade,  or  at- 
tempt to  cause,  induce,  or  persuade  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, with  such  hostile  intent,  to  take  up  arms,  and  by  force 
and  violence  to  oppose  and  subvert  the  authority  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  Colony,  established  by  the  Constitution, 
agreed  on  and  confirmed  in  Congress  at  Charhstown,  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  or  to  wound,  maim,  or  kill  any  pei-son  or 
persons,  or  destroy  any  of  the  houses,  goods,  or  chattels, 
of  any  such  persons,  who  shall,  under,  and  by  virtue  of  any 
authority  of  the  said  Government,  be  acting  in  support  and 
defence  of  the  same,  or  the  execution  of  any  power,  au- 
thority, or  office  derived  therefrom, — all  and  every  of  such 
person  or  persons,  and  the  aider  and  abetter,  or  aiders  and 
abetters,  of  such  person  or  persons  so  offending,  in  either  of 
the  offences  aforesaid,  shall,  on  being  indicted  and  convicted 
of  the  same,  by  due  course  of  law,  be  deemed  and  adjudged 
guilty  of  felony,  and  suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  persons  within  this  Colony  shall,  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  at  any  time  thereafter,  by 
letter,  writing,  message,  or  other  means  of  intelligence,  hold 
any  correspondence  or  intercourse,  or  conspire  or  concert  in 
any  manner  whatever  with,  or  aid  or  abet  any  Land  or  Naval 
Force,  raised  or  to  be  raised,  or  which  shall  be  sent  by  Great 
Britain,  in  a  hostile  manner,  against  this  Colony,  or  any 
force  or  body  of  men  within  this  Colony,  who  sliall,  in  a 
hostile  intent  or  manner,  oppose  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  present  Government  of  this  Colony,  established  as  afore- 
said, with  an  intent  to  promote  the  accomplishments  of  any 
hostile  plan  of  operation,  designed  by  such  force  or  forces 
against  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  of  all  or  any  of  the 
inhabitants  and  friends  to  the  Constitution  of  this  Colony, 
established  as  aforesaid, — every  such  person  or  persons,  so 
offending  in  any  of  the  said  offences,  shall,  on  being  indicted 
and  convicted  thereof,  by  due  course  of  law,  be  deemed  and 
adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  suffer  death  without  benefit 
of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  within  this  Colony  shall,  im- 
mediately after  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  at  any  time  there- 
after, furnish  or  supply,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  furnished 
or  supplied,  with  any  bills  of  exchange,  moneys,  goods,  pro- 
visions, liquors,  or  other  necessary  articles  of  subsistence,  or 
any  military  or  naval  stores  whatever,  any  of  the  Land  or 
Naval  Forces,  raised  or  to  be  raised,  or  sent  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  any  authority  derived  from  that  Government,  against 
this  Colony,  or  shall,  in  like  manner,  furnish  or  supply,  or 
cause  to  be  furnished  or  supplied,  any  force  or  body  of  men 
who  shall,  in  a  hostile  manner,  oppose  the  Government  of 
this  Colony,  established  as  aforesaid, — every  such  person  or 
persons,  so  offending  in  either  of  the  offences  aforesaid,  and 
the  aider  or  abetter,  or  aiders  and  abetters  of  any  of  the  said 
offences,  shall,  on  being  indicted  or  convicted  thereof,  by 
due  course  of  law,  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony, 
and  suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  person  or  persons  within  this  Colony  shall,  at 
any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  compel,  induce,  per- 


suade, or  attempt  to  compel,  induce,  or  persuade,  any  white 
person  or  persons,  or  any  free  negro  or  negroes,  mulatto 
or  mulattoes,  Indian  or  Indians,  to  desert  from  their  habita- 
tion or  habitations,  or  any  negro,  or  other  slave  or  slaves,  to 
desert  from  his  or  their  master,  mistress,  or  owner,  and  to 
join  any  land  or  naval  force,  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  or  sent 
by  Great  Britain,  or  any  authority  derived  from  that  Go- 
vernment, against  the  United  Colonies  of  America,  or  this 
Colony,  or  to  join  any  ])erson  or  pereons  armed  in  a  hostile 
manner,  with  uitent  to  oppose  or  subvert  the  Government 
of  this  Colony,  established  as  aforesaid,  or  with  intent  of 
killing  any  person  or  persons,  or  destroying  his,  her,  or 
their  goods  or  property,  who  shall  be  acting,  or  ready  and 
willing  to  act,  in  support  and  defence  of  such  Government, 
or  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and  friends  to  the 
same, — every  such  person  or  persons,  so  offending  in  any  of 
the  above  offences,  and  all  such  as  shall  aid  and  abet  the 
said  offender  or  offenders,  in  the  perpetration  and  execution 
of  any  of  the  said  offences,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  by 
due  course  of  law,  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony, 
and  shall  suffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy :  Provided 
always,  nevertheless,  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
shall  be  construed,  or  taken,  to  prevent  the  good  people  of 
this  Colony  from  arming  of  slaves,  or  negroes,  for  the  better 
defence  of  this  Colony  against  all  enemies  whatsoever  who 
shall  invade  or  attack  the  same,  or  endanger  the  safety 
thereof. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  if  any  person,  or  persons,  within  this  Colony,  shall, 
immediately  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  or  at  any  time 
thereafter,  collect,  or  assemble,  with  any  body  or  assembly 
of  persons,  or  cause,  or  procure  them  to  be  so  collected  and 
assembled,  with  intent,  in  a  riotous  and  seditious  manner,  to 
disturb  the  publick  peace  and  tranquillity,  and  the  good 
order  of  the  Government,  and  by  words,  or  otherwise,  to 
create  and  raise  traitorous  seditions  or  discontents  in  the 
minds  of  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  against  the  autho- 
rity of  the  present  Government,  established  as  aforesaid, — 
every  such  person  or  persons,  so  offending  in  any  of  the 
said  offences,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  by  due  course  of 
law,  be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and  chattels,  and  other 
real  and  personal  estate  of  all  such  person  or  persons,  who 
shall  be  duly  convicted,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  of  any  of  the 
crimes  and  offences  thereby  made  felony,  shall,  within  one 
month  after  such  conviction,  by  the  Sheriff  of  each  District, 
respectively,  in  which  such  real  and  personal  estate  of  the 
person,  or  persons,  so  convicted,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall 
be  found,  with  three  fi-eeholdere  of  the  said  District,  be  ap- 
praised upon  oath,  and  the  said  appraisement  duly  returned, 
by  the  said  Sheriff  of  such  District,  to  the  Secretary's  office 
in  Charhstown  witliin  one  month  after  such  appraisement  is 
made ;  and  the  said  Sheriff  of  such  District  in  which  the 
appraisement  is  made,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  within  one  month 
thereafter,  expose  such  estate  so  appraised  to  publick  sale, 
first  giving  twenty-one  days'  publick  notice  of  the  sale  ;  and 
shall,  within  three  months  after  such  sale,  deposite  the 
amount  of  the  same,  deducting  legal  poundage  and  charges, 
in  the  office  of  the  Colony  Treasury  in  Charlestovm ;  and  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  or  any  one  of  them, 
on  receipt  of  such  moneys  from  the  Sheriff,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  give  a  receipt  or  voucher  for  the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  if  any  Sheriff  or  Sheriffs,  for  any  of  the  Districts  in 
this  Colony,  shall,  in  anywise,  transgress,  or  disobey,  or  ne- 
glect, the  putting  in  execution  any  of  tlie  provisions  or 
clauses  in  this  act  respecting  their  duty  and  office, — every 
Sheriff  so  offending,  disobeying,  or  neglecting  the  same, 
shall  forfeit  his  office,  and  incur  the  penalty  of  one  thousand 
pounds,  current  money,  to  be  sued  for,  and  recovered,  by 
bill  or  plaint  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  Colony,  wherein 
no  essoign,  privilege,  protection,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more 
than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  all  such  estates  as 
shall  become  forfeited,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  apjiro- 
priated  for  a  fund,  and  shall  become  a  reprisal  fund,  for 
reimbursing  all  such  losses  and  damages  which  have  been, 
or  shall  be,  sustained  by  any  person  or  persons,  who  have 
been,  are,  or  shall  be,  engaged  in  opposition  to  the  oppres- 
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sive  measures  of  the  British  Ministry,  or  the  defence  of  the 
present  established  Constitution  and  the  liberties  of  this 
Colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  pei'son  or  persons  shall  be  reimbursed,  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  for  any  losses  or  damages  sustained  from  persons 
acting  in  open  hostility  against  the  present  Constitution  of 
Government,  and  the  liberties  of  this  Colony,  unless  the  said 
reimbursement  be,  on  application,  and  oath  made  of  the 
damages  actually  sustained,  deemed  just  and  reasonable  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  or  such  other  body, 
or  persons,  as  the  Legislative  body  of  this  Colony  shall  ap- 
point :  Provided  always,  nevertheless,  That  such  person  or 
persons,  to  whom  such  reimbursement  shall  be  thought  rea- 
sonable, do  first,  before  the  receipt  tliereof,  take  and  sub- 


scribe the  oath  of  fidelity  ordained  in  the  present  Constitution, 
if  such  person  or  persons  had  not  before  taken  and  sub- 
scribed the  same. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  fines  and  penalties  to  be  incurred,  by  virtue  of  this 
act,  shall,  upon  recovery  thereof,  be  paid  into  the  Colony 
Treasury,  to  be  applied  to,  and  for  such  uses  and  purposes 
as  are  herein  mentioned. 

G.  G.  Powell, 
Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
James  Parsons, 
Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly. 
In  the  Council- Chamber,  the  llth  day  o/April,  1776: 
Assented  to:  t    tj 

J.    KUTLEDGE. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY. 

Monday,  February  12,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  nineteen  Members,  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, [November  12,  1775,]  and  a  quorum  not  appear- 
ing, they  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  to-morrow  afternoon. 

Tuesday,  February  13,  1776. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-four  Members,  met  pursuant 
to  the  adjournment  of  last  night,  and  a  quorum  not  attend- 
ing, tliey  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  February  14,  1776. 
Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Members  present  last  night,  met 
this  morning,  and  a  number  sufficient  to  proceed  on  business 
not  yet  appearing,  they  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

A  quorum  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rodman  and  Mr.  Pennock  wait  on 
the  Governour,  and  acquaint  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  Re- 
presentatives is  met  in  pursuance  of  their  adjournment,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  business  his  Honour  may  be  pleased  to 
lay  before  them. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  February  15,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governour  with 
the  message  of  last  night,  reported  they  had  delivered  the 
same  according  to  order,  and  that  his  Honour  was  pleased 
to  say  he  had  no  business  at  present  to  lay  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Hunter  and  Mr.  Thompson,  Members  for  Northum- 
berland and  Westmoreland,  this  day  appearing  in  the  House 
for  the  fii-st  time  since  their  election,  were  qualified  as  usual, 
and  took  their  seats  acccrdingly. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainting  the  House  that  Joseph  Fox,  Esq., 
liad  requested  leave  to  resign  his  office  of  Barrackmaster, 
and  his  resignation  being  admitted,  a  Petition  from  Captain 
William  Masters,  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  for  the  said 
office  was  presented  to  the  Chair,  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hillegas  produced  at  the  table  an  Account  from  Mr. 
Fox,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  eleven  Pounds  seven- 
teen Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  repairs  lately  made  at  the 
Barracks ;  which  was  read  by  order,  and  referred  to  further 
consideration. 

A  Petition  from  Henry  Hale  Graham,  Esq.,  Prothono- 
tary.  Recorder  of  Deeds,  and  Deputy  Register  for  the  Pro- 
bate of  Wills,  &,c.,  in  the  County  of  Chester,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth  that  the  Publick  Re- 
cords of  the  said  County  are,  by  legal  authority,  ordered  to 
be  kept  within  the  Borough  of  Chester,  in  the  said  County ; 
tliat,  soon  after  the  Petitioner's  appointment  to  the  said  of- 
fices, he  did  (at  his  own  private  expense^  erect  a  building, 
(detached  from  all  others,)  constructed  m  such  manner  as 
to  preserve  these  Records  from  any  common  accident  of 
fire,  and  from  being  destroyed  by  vermin,  in  which  tlie  said 
Records  have  ever  since  been  lodged  and  kept;  that  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  County  have  "re- 
quested the  Petitioner  to  remove  those  Records  to  some 
place  of  greater  security,  (out  of  the  said  Borough,)  being 


fully  sensible  of  the  importance  of  their  preservation,  and 
being  apprehensive  from  their  situation  that  they  may  be 
easily  destroyed  by  an  aimed  force  from  the  river ;"  that 
although  the  Petitioner  might  look  upon  himself  highly  jus- 
tifiable, in  case  of  an  actual  invasion,  to  remove  those  Re- 
cords out  of  the  said  Borough,  yet  he  cannot  think  himself 
warranted  in  doing  it  until  such  a  case  did  actually  happen, 
(which  might  then  be  too  late  for  their  preservation,)  unless 
directed  so  to  do  by  legal  authority;  that  the  Petitioner, 
tlierefore,  apprehends  it  to  be  his  duty  to  apply  to  the  honour- 
able House,  and  humbly  to  request,  that  they  would  be 
pleased  to  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  do  there- 
in what  shall  appear  to  them  expedient  and  necessary. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Montgomery  informing  the  House  that  Thomas 
Beard,  appointed  Collector  of  Excise,  in  October  last,  for 
the  County  of  Cumberland,  had  declined  to  serve  in  that 
office,  and  that  John  Bowman,  of  the  said  County,  is  a 
proper  person  to  execute  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Bowman  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed,  Collector  of  Excise  in  the  said  County 
of  Cumberland,  for  the  remainder  of  the  present  year. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 
Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-six  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  and  a  quorum  not  attending,  they  adjourned 
to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  February  16,  1776. 
A  quorum  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

By  the  Return  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Philadel- 
phia, it  appearing  that  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  was,  on  the  26th 
ultimo,  duly  elected  a  Representative  in  Assembly  for  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  said  gentleman  this  day  at- 
tending the  House,  he  was  qualified  as  a  Member,  and  took 
his  seat  accordingly. 

Mr.  Hillegas  produced  at  the  table  a  Receipt  from  Rich- 
ard Butler,  Agent  at  Pittsburgh,  for  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred Pounds,  voted  by  the  House  at  their  last  sitting,  as  a 
present  to  Petapanihila,  (alias  George  Alleri,)  an  Indian, 
for  his  services  to  thLs  Province ;  which  sum  was  ordered  to 
be  carried  to  the  account  of  the  eighty  thousand  Pounds 
lately  emitted. 

Two  Petitions  from  John  Britton  and  John  Ladd  How- 
ell, of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  office  of  Barrack- 
master,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  for  Battalion  Expenses  produced  at  the 
table  an  Account  for  raising  and  training  a  Ti^oop  of  Light- 
Horse,  and  requested  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  some 
charges  therein ;  which  being  examined,  the  said  Account 
was  referred  back  to  the  Committee  for  settlement,  after 
making  such  deductions  as  they  may  judge  reasonable. 

The  House  taking  into  consideration  the  Account  from 
Joseph  Fox,  Esq.,  for  repairs  made  at  the  Barracks,  refer- 
red the  same  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts  for  settlement. 

The  Petition  from  Henry  Hale  Graham,  Esquire,  being 
again  read  and  considered. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Gibbons, 
and  Mr.  Pearson,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in 
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a  Bill  to  enable  the  Keepers  of  Records  in  the  Counties  of 
Philadelphia  and  Chester  to  remove  them  to  more  safe  and 
convenient  places,  if  the  state  of  publick  affairs  shall  re- 
quire it. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  met,  and  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow 
momins. 

Saturday,  February  17,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  enable  the  Keepers  of  the  Records  in  the  Counties  of 
Philadelphia  and  Chester  to  remove  them  to  more  safe  and 
convenient  places,  reported  they  had  essayed  a  draft  for 
that  purpose,  which  they  presented  to  the  Chair ;  and  the 
same  being  read  the  first  time,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  for  a  second  reading. 

A  Petition  from  Major  Lewis  Nicola,  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  office  of  Barrackmaster,  was  present- 
ed to  the  House  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  by  a  Member,  representing  the  utility  and 
expediency  of  immediately  erecting  a  Powder-Mill  for  the 
use,  and  on  account  of,  this  Province,  and  requesting  the 
sentiments  of  the  House  thereon,  the  same  was  taken  into 
consideration ;  and,  after  some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  the 
erecting  such  Powder-Mill  is  a  proper  and  necessary  mea- 
sure in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Province,  and  that 
the  same  ought  to  be  immediately  carried  into  execution, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  upon  the 
best  terms  that  can  be  had,  as  to  the  place,  materials,  and 
persons  to  be  employed  in  such  undertaking. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.M. 

Monday,  February  19,  1776,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-five  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  February  20,  1776. 

A  quorum  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  Major  William  Coats,  of  the  Northern- 
Liberties,  for  the  office  of  Barrackmaster,  was  presented  to 
the  House  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Managers  of  the  United  Company 
of  Philadelphia,  for  promoting  American  Manufactures,  was 

Presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth,  That  the 
lemorialists,  having  been  appointed  by  a  large  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  City,  and  the  County  adjacent, 
as  Managers  of  a  Manufactory  of  Linen,  Woollen,  and  Cot- 
ton, they  have  made  very  considerable  progress  in  the  insti- 
tution, and  at  present  employ  above  seven  hundred  persons 
as  spinners,  weavers,  bleachers,  inc. ;  but  the  present  high 
price  of  flax  operates  as  a  great  discouragement  to  this  un- 
dertaking, which  is  wholly  owing  to  the  real  scarcity  of  that 
article.  And  as  an  increase  equal  to  the  demand,  in  the 
ensuing  year,  may  prove  very  uncertain,  if  left  to  the  pri- 
vate opinion  of  individuals  with  respect  to  the  quantity 
wanted,  the  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the 
honourable  House  the  offering  bounties  on  that  article,  upon 
the  plan  of  the  Dublin  Society;  the  happy  effects  of  which 
have  been  evidenced  in  the  extensive  establishment  of  a 
very  beneficial  manufacture  through  the  Kingdom  of  Ire- 
land;  or  to  give  such  other  encouragement  as  the  House 
may  judge  proper. 

That  the  Memorialists,  calling  to  mind  the  publick  spirit 
of  former  Assemblies  of  this  Province,  in  the  article  of 
hemp,  are  emboldened  in  this  application,  tnisting  that  the 
present  House  will  not  yield  to  any  set  of  men  in  zeal  for 
the  publick  good. 

That  the  Memorialists  further  beg  leave  to  represent,  that 
there  is  now  introduced  into  the  Manufactory  a  machine  for 
spinning  cotton  and  wool,  by  which  one  person  can  per- 
form the  work  of  three ;  but  as  the  expense  of  such  ma- 


chines (being  about  seven  Pounds)  renders  it  impracticable 
for  the  poorer  sort  of  people  to  procure  them,  they  are  as 
yet  but  little  used  among  us ;  but  the  Memorialists  are  of 
opinion  if  the  honourable  House  would  appropriate  a  sum 
ol  money  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  number  of  the  said 
machines,  and  fixing  them  in  different  parts  of  the  country, 
It  might  be  the  means  of  introducing  them  into  general  use, 
in  every  family  that  could  accomplish  the  purchase,  wiiich 
would  be  a  considerable  saving  of  labour,  and  contribute 
greatly  to  the  establishment  of  American  Manufactures. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
several  Petitions  from  M'illiam  Masters,  John  Britton,  John 
Ladd  Howell,  Lewis  Nicola,  and  William  Coats,  for  the 
office  of  Barrackmaster,  in  the  room  of  Joseph  Fox,  Esq., 
who  has  resigned  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Lewis  Nicola  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, appointed  Barrackmaster  of  the  Barracks  in  the  North- 
ern-Liberties of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  remainder 
of  the  present  year. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Bill  enti- 
tled "  An  Act  to  enable  the  Keepers  of  Records  in  the 
Counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Chester  to  remove  them  to 
more  safe  and  convenient  places ;"  which  being  read  the 
second  time,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  ordered  to  be 
transcribed  for  a  third  reading. 

Thursday,  February  22,  1776. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sundry  Resolutions 
and  Orders  from  the  honourable.  Continental  Congress, 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  further  consideration. 

The  Govemour,  by  Mr.  Secretary,  sent  down  a  written 
Message  to  the  House,  with  a  Letter  from  Northumberland 
County,  therein  referred  to  ;  which  were  read  by  order,  and 
are  as  they  respectively  follow,  viz : 

A  Message  from  the  Govemour  to  the  Assembly. 

"Gentlemkn:  In  consequence  of  your  message  of  the 
25th  of  iVbuemier  last,  founded  on  a  letter  addressed  to  you 
from  the  County  of  Northumberland,  respecting  the  Con- 
necticut settlers  at  Wyoming,  I  took  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity of  giving  orders  to  the  Magistrates  of  that  County  to 
put  the  laws  of  this  Province  in  execution  in  their  County. 
The  letter  I  have  since  received  from  the  Magistrates  and 
Sheriff"  (which  I  have  ordered  the  Secretary  to  lay  before  you) 
will  inform  you  of  the  steps  they  took,  in  pursuance  of  my 
order,  and  of  the  unfortunate  event  of  their  proceedings. 

"  As  a  considerable  expense  must  have  arisen  on  this  at- 
tempt to  execute  the  laws  of  Government,  I  doubt  not  you 
will  readily  make  provision  for  defraying  it. 

" John  Penn. 

"February  22,  1776." 

Letter  to  the  Govemour  from  Northumberland. 

"Sunbury,  December  30,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  In  pursuance  of  your  Honour's  letter  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  the  Magistrates  of  this  County  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  our  Sheriff"  warrants,  and  other  legal  processes, 
against  a  number  of  persons  residing  at  Wyoming,  in  this 
County,  who  have  been  charged,  on  oath,  with  the  most 
illegal  practices,  and  some  of  them  with  the  greatest  crimes. 
The  Sheriff",  apprehensive  of  resistance,  judged  it  prudent 
to  raise  the  posse  of  the  County.  A  body  of  near  five  hun- 
dred men  accompanied  him  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Wyo- 
ming, where  they  were  met  by  some  people  from  Wyoming, 
one  of  whom  was  said  to  be  an  officer.  To  these  men  the 
intention  of  the  Sheriff"  and  his  posse  was  sufficiently  ex- 
plained, and  the  strongest  assurances  given  that  no  violence 
or  molestation  should  be  off"ered  to  any  person  submitting  to 
the  laws.  The  Sheriff"  proceeded,  however,  but  a  litde  fur- 
ther, when  he  was  most  unexpectedly  fired  upon — one  man 
{Hugh  Mc  Williams)  killed,  and  three  others  dangerously 
wounded.  It  was  soon  found  impossible  to  force  a  passage 
on  that  side  of  the  river,  as  the  Narrows,  naturally  strong, 
liad  been  fortified  with  the  greatest  care,  and  were  lined 
with  numbers  of  men,  to  which  ours  bore  no  reasonable  pix)- 
portion.  An  attempt  was  made  to  cross  the  river,  with  de- 
sign, if  possible,  to  arrive  at  the  settlement  of  the  persons 
against  whom  process  had  issued,  without  further  molesta- 
tion.    This  attempt  was,  for  greater  secrecy,  made  in  the 
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Tiight.  When  the  boats  had  nearly  reached  the  opposite 
shore,  and  were  entangled  in  a  margin  of  ice,  too  tliin  to 
bear  the  weiglit  of  a  man,  they  were,  without  any  previous 
challenge,  fired  ujwn  repeatedly  by  a  party  from  the  top  of 
the  bank.  Jesse  Lukcns  received  a  mortal  wound,  of  which 
he  is  since  dead  ;  sundry  others  narrowly  escaped.  As  a 
landing  could  not  be  effected,  the  boats  returned. 

"  Baffled  in  this  second  attempt,  the  weather  being  intole- 
rably severe,  and  receiving  information  that  the  persons  we 
wished  to  arrest  were  the  chief  in  command  in  their  breast- 
works, it  was  thought  advisable  to  desist  from  any  further 
attempt.  The  boat,  with  the  wounded  men,  was  fired  on 
while  within  gun-shot.  A  constant  fire  was  kept  up  on  our 
men  from  the  opposite  side,  while  they  retreated  through  a 
long  Narrows ;  one  man  only,  however,  was  wounded,  in 
the  arm. 

"We  are  sorry  to  inform  your  Honour,  that  a  very  consider- 
able expense  is  incurred  in  this  unfortunate  affair.  We, 
however,  hope  that  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  will 
show  the  same  readiness  in  properly  resenting  this  daring 
insult  on  the  Government  of  the  Province,  which  we  have 
ever  experienced  in  your  Honour. 

"We  are,  with  great  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obedient, 
and  most  humble  servants, 

"  William  Scull,  Sheriff. 
"  Samuel  Harris,  Coroner. 
"  William  Plunket, 
"  Samuel  Hunter, 
"  Michael  Troy, 
"John  Weitzel." 

•  Friday,  February  23, 1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  the  Field-Officers  of  the  Association  in 
the  County  of  Berks,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  fol- 
lows in  these  words,  viz : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met : 

"  The  Petition  of  Mark  Bird,  Daniel  Broadhead,  B al- 
tar Geehr,  and  Jonathan  Potts,  Esquires,  Field-Offi- 
cers in  the  several  Battalions  in  Berks  County,  in  behalf 
of  said  Battalions,  humbly  showeth: 

"  That  the  establishment  of  a  Militia  by  this  honourable 
House  for  the  defence  of  the  Province,  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  this  County,  in  general.  But  as 
we  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  Militia  law,  in  its  present 
fonn,  will  not  answer  the  good  ends  intended  by  it,  and, 
therefore,  gives  great  concern  to  many  well-wishers  to  their 
country,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  to  point  out  to  the  ho- 
nourable House  such  parts  of  the  said  law  as  are  generally 
objectionable,  and  to  propose  such  alterations  as,  in  our  judg- 
ment, would  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  people,  and  better 
fulfil  the  design  of  the  Association  ;  trusting  that  the  honour- 
able House  will  patiently  hear  and  consider  the  petitions  and 
representations  of  their  constituents  at  all  times,  and  give  such 
redress  as,  in  their  wisdom,  shall  appear  right  and  reason- 
able ;  and  hoping  that,  as  this  application  proceeds  from  the 
most  earnest  wishes  to  serve  our  country,  whatever  may 
be  the  opinion  of  the  House  with  respect  to  the  propriety 
of  the  amendments  proposed,  it  will  not  (as  it  is  not  intend- 
ed) prove  offensive  to  the  House. 

"  To  the  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  Military  Association  in  Pennsylvania,  we  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  objections,  and  propose  the  fol- 
lowing alterations,  &.c. 

"First :  26<A  Article.  The  Provincial  Arms  and  Accoutre- 
ments will  be  delivered  to  the  poorest  Associators,  by  whom 
there  is  the  greatest  danger  of  loss.  Is  it  not  severe  upon 
the  commanding,  or  other  officer,  who  is  obliged  to  deliver 
arms,  &tc.,  to  a  large  number  of  this  class  of  people,  to  be 
accountable  for  their  delivery  to  the  Assembly,  &c.,  at  every 
other  event  than  loss  in  actual  service?  If  an  Associator 
should  run  off,  or  be  not  able  to  purchase  other  arms,  Stc; 
in  case  an  accident  should  happen  to  those  belonging  to  the 
Province,  the  officer  cannot  be  justly  censured  ;  and  if  he 
does  not  fail  in  his  duty,  he  ought  not  to  be  punished. 

"Secondly:  21th  Article.  The  Militia,  in  general,  are 
yet  very  ignorant  of  Military  discipline ;  and  as  actual  ser- 
vice is  expected  from  tliem  early  next  summer,  we  tliink  no 


time  should  be  neglected  in  training  them.  We,  therefore, 
humbly  propose  that  the  ("ompanies  should  be  exercised 
twice  a  week,  except  when  they  meet  in  Battalion,  and  then 
once  a  week,  and  the  Battalions  once  a  fortnight,  till  the  1st 
day  of  June  next.  After  which  time,  it  might,  perhaps,  be 
sufficient  to  exercise  the  men  once  every  week,  in  Compa- 
nies, and  once  in  every  month  in  Battalion. 

"  32a!  Article.  Drum-Majors  and  Fife-Majors  will  be  ex- 
tremely useful  in  the  Militia,  and  have  a  great  deal  of 
trouble.  We  wish  the  House  would  consider  whether  there 
is  sufficient  encouragement  given  to  them. 

"  'S4th  Article.  A  family  may  labour  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  make  it  nearly  impossible  for  the  head  of  it  to 
march  with  the  Company.  We  submit  it  to  the  House, 
whether  it  would  not  be  too  heavy  a  punishment  for  a  man 
in  that  situation  to  be  held  up  to  the  publick  as  a  coward 
and  betrayer  of  his  country.  We  think  it  would  not  injure 
the  service  to  intrust  the  Captain  with  the  power  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  personal  attendance  of  any  of  his  men, 
upon  their  finding  another  whom  he  approves  of,  well  ac- 
coutred, and  ready  to  march  with  the  Company.  But, 
unless  an  Associator  should  be  situated  in  the  manner  before 
mentioned,  we  think  the  punishment  rather  too  light  for  his 
basely  withdrawing  himself  from  the  defence  of  his  countrj', 
at  the  time  of  an  invasion. 

"  35th  Article  :  We  think  the  expense  of  maintaining  the 
families  of  poor  Associators,  entering  into  actual  service,  will 
fall  too  heavy  on  particular  townships,  many  of  which  are 
very  poor.  The  benefit  derived  from  the  service  of  such 
Associators  will  extend  to  the  whole  Province,  and,  there- 
fore, the  expense  of  providing  for  their  families,  in  their  ab- 
sence, should  be  refunded  by  it.  We  would  pray  the  House,  . 
also,  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  have  a  good  efl'ect  in 
encouraging  the  poorer  sorts  of  people  to  act  with  spirit,  by 
engaging  to  maintain  them  in  case  of  their  being  disabled 
from  labour  in  the  service. 

"  31th  Article.  It  would  desolate  whole  townships  to 
draft  off  whole  Companies  at  a  time.  We  would  propose, 
when  the  ranks  of  the  Captains  are  fixed,  that  the  privates  in 
each  Company  ballot  which  shall  march  first  on  any  emer- 
gency ;  and  if  a  full  Company  is  necessary,  let  the  eldest  Cap- 
tain take  one-third  of  the  men  from  each  of  the  thre(;  eldest 
Companies,  and  take  their  tour  of  duty  in  that  manner. 

"  3dth  Article.  And  in  the  mode  for  levying  taxes.  Res. 
12th.  For  what  purpose  should  any  distinction  be  made 
between  the  application  of  the  fines  of  Associators  and 
Non-Associators  ?  Associators'  fines  are  to  be  immediately 
applied  towards  payment  of  the  publick  taxes,  and  burnt. 
The  fines  paid  by  the  Non-Associatore  are  to  be  safely  pre- 
served in  the  hands  of  Michael  Hilkgas,  Esquire,  for  some 
unknown  occasion. 

"  Resolutions  directing  the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  Non- 
Associators. 

"  1st  Article.  Many  healthy,  rich  people,  who  are  above 
fifty  years  of  age,  having  no  children  under  their  care,  and 
their  servants  being  excused,  they  bear  no  part  of  the  bur- 
den of  associating.  If  they  are  able  to  pay  a  tax  of  .  .  . 
we  think  they  should  be  put  on  a  footing  with  other  Non- 
Associators. 

"  2d  Article.  We  think  Assessors  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
cused on  any  pretence,  from  performing  the  duties  enjoined 
them,  without  at  least  paying  the  expense  of  another  per- 
son's performing  tliat  duty. 

"  8th  Article.  Resistance  against  a  common  enemy  is 
equally  advantageous  to  the  whole  community,  and  all  the 
members  of  it  should  contribute  their  proportion  towards  it. 
But,  as  some  persons  declare  themselves  conscientiously 
scrupulous  of  joining  in  thismost  essential  purpose  of  society, 
it  ought  not  to  be  made  their  interest  to  act  so  destructive  a 
part  to  the  very  existence  of  the  community.  The  Asso- 
ciators, by  these  resolves,  are  obliged  to  furnish  themselves 
with  a  good  firelock,  bayonet,  steel-ramrod,  woiTn,  priming- 
wire  and  brush,  cartridge-box,  twelve  flints,  a  knapsack, 
powder-hom  and  pouch ;  he  must  attend  twenty  days  in  the 
year  at  the  place  of  exercise,  at  his  own  expense,  and,  in 
case  of  an  invasion,  must  risk  his  life  not  only  in  his  own 
defence,  but  in  that  of  the  Non-Associator's  person,  family, 
and  property.  The  penalty  on  the  Non-Associators  for 
refusing  to  do  a  duty  which  he  owes  to  his  country,  and  to 
be  at  all  this  trouble,  expense,  and  risk,  is  only  fifty  Shillings 
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per  annum.  The  great  advantage  given  to  the  Non-Assp- 
ciator  in  point  of  interest,  would  entirely  defeat  the  Associa- 
tion, if  the  people  in  general  were  not  actuated  by  a  pa- 
triotick  spirit.  We  pray  the  honourable  House  particularly 
to  attend  to  this  objection. 

"  If  the  number  of  times  of  exercise  was  increased  in  the 
manner  before-mentioned,  and  the  Non-Associators  to  pay 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  such  times  of  exercise,  and 
the  Associatoi-s  allowed  one  Shilling  for  every  day  that  they 
exercise,  to  find  them  in  provisions,  the  inequality  between 
Associators  and  Non-Associatoi-s  would  be  greatly  reduced. 

"  1 1  th  Article.  We  think  the  Field-Officcrs  of  the  seve- 
ral Battalions  more  proper  and  impartial  judges  to  determine 
appeals,  or  discharge  or  lower  assessments  of  Non-Associa- 
tors, than  the  Commissionere,  many  of  whom  are  them- 
selves Non-Associators,  particularly  in  this  County. 

"  We  diink,  as  the  fines  for  not  associating  are  fixed  at  a 
certain  sum  by  the  Assembly,  they  should  not  be  lowered 
or  discharged  by  the  Commissioner,  or  any  other  person, 
except  for  such  reasons  as  are  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
article,  viz :  Death  of  the  Non-Associator,  or  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Association ;  as  no  fines  can  accrue  after  either  of 
those  times  ;  but  we  are  of  opinion,  that  to  lodge  so  large  a 
power  in  the  Commissioners  as  to  discharge  or  lower  assess- 
ments as  they  shall  think  proper,  will  tend  to  defeat  the  As- 
sociation entirely. 

"  We  beg  leave  further  to  represent  to  this  honourable 
House,  that  there  are  a  great  many  pereons  able  and  willing 
to  assist  in  the  defence  of  the  Province,  but  cannot  afford 
to  buy  arms  and  accoutrements ;  or  if  they  could  afford  it, 
the  publick  demand  for  them  is  so  great,  that  they  cannot 
be  procured  by  a  Militia ;  others  there  are  who  have  arms, 
but  are  unwilling  to  associate.  The  time  is  now  fast  ap- 
proaching, when  a  large  Army  is  expected  to  invade  the 
Province,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  strain  every^  nerve  in 
our  defence.  To  have  at  such  a  time  a  large  number  of 
able-bodied  men  useless  for  want  of  arms,  which  may  easily 
be  procured,  would,  in  our  humble  opinions,  be  extreme  bad 
policy.  We,  therefore,  pray  the  House  to  direct,  that  all 
Non-Associatoi-s  shall,  within  a  small  space  of  time,  deliver 
up  their  arms  to  the  nearest  Captains  of  the  townships  or 
places  in  which  they  reside,  who  should  appoint  proper  per- 
sons to  value  them,  and  give  the  respective  owners  certifi- 
cates of  such  receipt  and  valuation  ;  and,  in  case  of  a  loss, 
the  Province  refund  their  value ;  these  arms  to  be  distri- 
buted by  the  commanding  officers  of  the  several  Battalions 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  Provincial  arms  are  distributed. 

"  That  the  several  matters  and  things  before-mentioned 
may  be  fully  considered,  and  redress  granted  in  the  premises 
by  the  honourable  House,  is  the  humble  prayer  of  your  Pe- 
titioners. i<  Ti/r         Tj 

"Mark  Bird, 

"  Daniel,  Broadhead, 
"  Balsab  Geehr, 
"Jonathan  Potts." 

"In  Committee,  February  17,  1776. 

"  The  foregoing  Petition  being  deliberately  read  and  con- 
sidered, 

"  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  signed  by  the  Chairman 
in  behalf  of  this  Committee. 

"Mark  Bird,   Chairman." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  the  Magistrates,  Sheriff",  and  Coroner  of 
the  County  of  Northumberland,  was  presented  to  the  House 
and  read,  setting  forth,  That  the  Petitioners,  in  pursuance  of 
the  express  ordere  of  liis  Honour  the  Governour,  (founded 
on  a  Message  from  this  honourable  House,  requesting 
orders  to  be  given  for  a  due  execution  of  the  laws  of  this 
Province,  in  the  County  o{  JSorthumberland,  &.c.,)  assembled 
the  posse  of  this  County,  in  order  to  serve  processes  upon, 
apprehend,  and  bring  to  justice,  a  number  of  notorious 
offenders,  who,  for  some  years  past,  have,  with  open  force, 
bid  defiance  to  the  laws  of  this  Province ;  that  the  posse 
aforesaid  proceeded  into  the  neighbourhood  of  Wyoming, 
were  unexpectedly  fired  upon,  and  had  one  man  killed  and  se- 
veral wounded  ;  that  the  Petitioners  soon  discovering  that  the 
obnoxious  persons  were  intrenched,  and  that  they  could  not 
force  a  passage  along  the  accustomed  road  without  great 
loss,  attempted  to  cross  the  river,  were  again  fired  upon,  and 
had  one  man  mortally  wounded  ;  that  the  great  severity  of 
the  weather,  and  other  concurrent  circumstances,  determined 


the  Petitioners  to  return  home  ;  that  the  Petitioners  arc  sorry 
to  inform  the  House  that,  notwithstanding  their  utmost  care 
and  frugality,  a  very  considerable  expense  is  incurred  by 
this  unfortunate  attempt ;  that  they  hope,  however,  their 
endeavours  to  support  the  laws  of  the  Province  will  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  House,  whose  protection  they 
implore,  and  humbly  jnay  that  some  j)roper  and  efl^ectual 
means  may  be  used  to  secure  them  in  the  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  their  property,  and  a  due  execution  of  the  laws ; 
or,  if  force  only  must  decide  the  controversy,  (which  seems 
to  be  the  wish  of  their  adversaries,)  the  Petitioners  beseech 
the  House  that  they  may  not  be  left  single  and  unsupported, 
to  contend  with  a  whole  Colony. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act  to  enable  the  Keepers  of 
Records  in  the  Counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Chester  to 
remove  them  to  more  safe  and  convenient  places,"  being 
transcribed  according  to  order,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
compared  at  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bill  do  pass. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Humphreys  wait 
on  the  Governour  therewith,  for  his  assent  to  the  same. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Mili- 
tary Association  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia, 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  follows  in  these  words, 
viz: 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 

the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 

met. 
"  The  Petition  of  the  Pnvates  of  the  Military  Association 

of  the   City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  humbly 

showeth  : 

"  That  your  Petitioners,  having  the  greatest  confidence  in 
the  equity  and  justice  of  this  honourable  House,  have  signed 
the  Articles  of  Association  framed  the  last  session,  notwith- 
standing the  many  difficulties  to  which  they  are  thereby 
subjected,  and  the  strong  inducements  to  them  to  become 
Non-Associators,  by  the  easy  terms  of  exemption,  being 
firmly  persuaded  that,  on  a  reconsideration,  this  honourable 
House  will  remove  every  reasonable  cause  of  complaint, 
and  hear  with  favourable  attention  what  your  Petitioners, 
with  the  greatest  deference  and  respect,  beg  leave  to  point 
out  as  necessary  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  Associators,  and 
excite  them  to  act  with  cheerfulness  and  vigour  in  the  ser- 
vice to  which  they  may  be  called.  When  the  importance 
and  necessity  of  defending  our  country  against  the  ravages 
of  a  cruel  and  desolating  enemy  are  so  obvious,  no  argu- 
ments can  be  necessary  to  show  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
good  citizen  to  bear  an  equitable  and  proportional  part  of 
die  publick  burden ;  and  surely  no  terms  of  exemption, 
affecting  property  merely,  can  be  deemed  equal  to  the  risks 
and  dangers  to  which  they  expose  themselves,  who  are  under 
the  most  solemn  engagements  of  honour  and  duty,  to  lay 
down  their  lives,  if  necessary,  in  defence  of  their  country. 
But  your  Petitioners  would  more  especially  solicit  the  atten- 
tion of  this  honourable  House  to  the  following  particulars, 
in  which  they  humbly  apprehend  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  to  be  defective  : 

"  First.  That  no  regard  has  been  shown  to  tlie  great  and 
otherwise  useless  expense  Associators  have  been  at,  to  equip 
themselves  with  ai-ms  and  other  accoutrements,  and  the  long 
and  earnest  assiduity  with  which  they  have  endeavoured  to 
qualify  themselves  for  the  duties  of  the  field.  They  beg 
leave  to  observe,  that,  in  levying  penalties  upon  Non-Asso- 
ciators, this  honourable  House  have  confined  their  views  to 
the  future  only,  imposing  no  more  on  such  persons  than  what 
might  be  esteemed  an  equivalent  to  the  twenty  days  which 
are  expected  to  be  employed  in  the  field ;  though  this  ho- 
nourable House,  upon  the  slightest  attention  to  the  subject, 
must,  and  indeed  seem  to  be  sensible,  that  the  time  pre- 
scribed is  not  sufficient  to  acquire  a  competent  knowledge 
of  die  art  military,  as  they  recommend  it  to  die  Associators, 
not  already  sufliciendy  expert,  to  meet  as  frequently  as  they 
can,  at  odier  times,  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  military 
exercise.  Here,  then,  your  Petitioners  conceive  themselves 
aggrieved ;  that,  while  animated  widi  a  fervent  regard  to 
liberty  and  their  country,  Uiey  have  acquired  a  share  of 
military  knowledge  sufficient,  they  iiope,  to  encourage  diem 
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to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field,  and  being  thereby  exposed 
to  the  greatest  danger,  as  most  capable  of  repelling  it,  no 
regard  has  been  shown  either  to  the  expense  of  equipment, 
or  loss  of  time  in  acquiring  this  useful  and  necessary  know- 
ledge. The  hardships  and  partiality  of  the  regulation  will 
further  appear  more  strongly,  when  it  is  considered  that 
your  Petitioners  w  ill  probably  be  called  out  to  do  duty  be- 
fore many  of  the  field-days  arrive;  so  that  the  strongest 
temptations  are  held  out,  from  the  sniallness  of  the  penalty, 
to  the  lazy,  the  timid,  and  disaffected,  to  avoid  the  danger 
and  flitigue,  by  neglecting  to  qualify  themselves,  or  at  a 
critical  moment  evading  their  duty.  So  apparent  already 
are  the  effects  of  this  regulation,  that  persons  of  the  above 
character  affect  to  ridicule  those  whose  patriotism  would 
Jead  them  to  activity  and  action  when  necessary,  by  repre- 
senting this  honourable  House  as  rating  tlieir  lives  at  fifty 
■shillings  apiece.  Such  easy  terms  of  exemption,  in  times 
of  such  imminent  danger,  your  Petitioners  humbly  conceive, 
seem  rather  an  invitation  to  prefer  ease,  security,  and  con- 
venience, to  the  publick  interests  and  safety,  and,  if  unal- 
tered, will  leave  your  Petitioners  little  to  hope  or  expect, 
but  the  exertions  and  efforts  of  a  generous  few,  whose  zeal 
■will  probably  prove  their  destruction.  Your  Petitioners 
humbly  presume  that,  when  so  much  is  at  stake,  and  there 
is  so  little  prospect  of  securing  it  but  by  the  sword,  the 
terms  imiMsed  upon  Non-Associators  should  be  such  as  to 
induce  every  man  of  suitable  age  and  strength  (not  truly 
conscientiously  scrupulous)  to  join  in  the  Association,  and 
not  such  as  would  lead  every  one,  whose  attachment  to  the 
cause  of  his  country  did  not  supersede  every  other  considera- 
tion, to  pay  his  fine,  and  decline  serving ;  they,  therefore, 
cannot  but  lament,  that  while  they,  who  are  enemies  to  the 
liberties  and  cause  of  America,  may,  under  the  authority  of 
the  Province,  appear  in  the  garb  of  its  best  friends,  by  pay- 
ing less  than  five  shillings  per  month  ;  they  who  are  really 
its  best  friends,  are  liable,  by  an  accidental  deficiency,  to  be 
reproached  with  cowardice,  and  exposed  to  infamy. 

"  Your  Petitionei-s,  sensible  that  a  compensation  for  arms, 
and  past  time  employed  in  the  publick  service,  involves 
several  important  considerations,  do  not  presume  to  point 
out  any  sum,  but  beg  leave  to  state  their  complaint,  and 
leave  it  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  House  to  give  tbem 
suitable  redress. 

"  Secondly.  Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent,  that, 
under  the  present  regulations,  the  estates  of  Non-Associa- 
tors pay  nothing  but  in  common  with  Associators ;  and  by 
this  means  such  persons  who,  by  age  or  other  incapacity, 
are  not  included  in  the  above  articles,  have  the  protection 
and  security  arising  from  the  Association,  upon  easier  terms 
than  others— an  indulgence  for  which  your  Petitioners  can 
see  no  good  reason,  and  which  involves  some  of  the  most 
considerable  estates  in  the  Province ;  besides,  personal  ser- 
vice being  principally  required  for  the  protection  of  property, 
your  Petitioners  would,  with  all  humility,  submit  lo  the  ho- 
nourable House  whether  an  annual  sum  of  so  much  in  the 
Pound,  over  and  above  the  taxes  paid  equally  by  Associators 
and  Non-Associators,  ought  not  to  be  levied  on  the  taxable 
estates  of  all  Non-Associators,  and  others  who  do  not  come 
■within  the  limits  of  the  recommendation  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  respecting  a  General  Association. 

"  Thirdly.  Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  point  out  a 
defect  in  the  above  regulation  respecting  apprentices :  in 
some  cases  the  apprentice  is  willing  to  associate,  and  the 
master  withholds  his  consent ;  in  others,  the  master  consents 
and  the  apprentice  refuses.  Your  Petitioners  would  humbly 
propose  that,  in  the  former  case,  the  master  should  pay  the 
fine  ;  and  in  the  other,  that  the  apprentice,  if  of  estate,  shall 
pay  the  fine  by  his  guardian  or  next  friend  ;  and  if  non-estated, 
suffer  such  punishment  as  the  House  shall  deem  proper  and 
suitable  to  the  offence. 

"Fourthly.  Your  Petitioners  do  most  earnestly  remon- 
strate against  the  application  of  the  fines  and  penalties  levied 
in  consequence  of  the  Association.  As  the  money  to  arise 
is  not  by  the  way  of  tax  to  defray  the  charge  which  the 
Associators  may  occasion,  they  humbly  conceive  that  rea- 
son, custom,  and  precedent,  all  concur  in  showing  that  such 
appropriation  ought  to  be  for  the  immediate  support  and 
encouragement  of  the  Association  ;  and  this,  they  humbly 
submit,  might  very  properly  be  done  in  the  following  man- 
ner: That  all  such  fines  and  penalties,  whether  levied  from 
Associators  or  Non-Associatoi-s,  be  carried  unto  a  fund  by 


themselves,  to  be  appropriated.  First,  To  the  relief  of  such 
Associators  as  may  be  wounded,  or  otherwise  disabled  in 
actual  service.  Sex'.ondly,  To  the  relief  and  support  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  those  who  may  be  killed  in  actual 
service,  by  way  of  annuity.  Thirdly,  To  the  providing  of 
arms  and  accoutrements  for  such  Associators  as  are  unable 
to  furnish  themselves.  Fourthly,  To  pay  such  Associators 
as,  through  jroverty,  are  not  in  the  publick  tax-books,  for  the 
time  they  may  spend  in  the  field.  The  residue,  if  any,  to 
be  applied  as  before  proposed.  Such  an  appropriation,  your 
Petitioners  conceive,  would  give  life  and  spirit  to  the  Asso- 
ciation ;  and,  upon  a  call  of  actual  service  and  danger,  the 
mind  of  the  brave  Associator  would  be  relieved  from  those 
anxieties  for  his  family  ■fthich  would  otherwise  damp  his 
ardour,  and  induce  him  to  avoid  danger  rather  than  meet  it. 

"Fifthly.  In  order  to  prevent  any  evasion  of  the  regu- 
lations now  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  your  Petitioners  pray, 
that  all  persons  alleging  scruples  of  conscience,  or  claiming 
exemption  by  virtue  of  age  or  otherwise,  be,  if  required, 
under  a  test  by  oath  or  affirmation,  before  they  be  admitted 
to  the  indulgence  claimed.  As  the  above  exceptions  are  not 
made  in  favour  of  pretenders,  but  of  those  who  are  truly 
and  really  entitled  thereto,  your  Petitioners  humbly  conceive 
no  good  reason  can  be  offered  against  such  claimants'  giving 
full  satisfaction  on  this  head  to  those  of  their  fellow-citizens 
who  arc  risking  all  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  them  in  life, 
in  defence  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Province,  in 
which  those  of  all  its  inhabitants  are  included. 

"Sixthly.  Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent,  that 
it  has  been  the  practice  of  all  countries,  and  is  highly  rea- 
sonable that  all  persons,  (not  being  mercenaries,)  wlio  ex- 
pose their  lives  in  defence  of  a  country,  should  be  admitted 
to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  citizen 
of  that  country  which  they  have  defended  and  protected. 
Under  this  consideration  your  Petitioners  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House  the  case  of  a  number  of  brave  and  spirited 
Germans,  and  others,  who  have  cheerfully  joined  in  the  As- 
sociation, but  are  not  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  freemen 
electors.  Good  policy,  as  well  as  gratitude,  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  granting  every  indulgence  which  can  attach  them 
to  this  country,  and  animate  them  in  its  defence.  Your  Pe- 
titioners therefore  pray  that  some  mode  may  be  adopted  for 
the  purpose. 

"Seventhly.  Your  Petitioners  pray  this  honourable  House 
to  revise  the  thirty-fourth  article  of  the  Rules  framed  the 
last  session  for  the  government  of  the  Associators,  by  sub- 
stituting in  the  place  of  the  penalty  therein  mentioned,  "  that 
such  offender  shall  be  forever  hereafter  incapable  of  holding 
any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  authority  of  this  Pro- 
vince." They  moreover  pray  this  honourable  House  to 
give  directions  to  two  or  more  Associators,  to  join  the  Com- 
missioners of  this  City  and  the  several  Counties,  in  hearing 
the  appeals  of  such  persons  as  ai"e  mentioned  in  the  eleventh 
resolution  framed  in  the  last  session  of  this  honourable 
House. 

"Eighthly.  It  is  with  great  concern  your  Petitioners  in- 
form this  honourable  House,  that,  notwitlistanding  the  direc- 
tions given  and  pointed  out  the  last  session,  there  is  great 
reason  to  fear  the  Assessore  in  many  places,  from  different 
motives,  have  omitted  to  execute  the  branch  of  their  office 
which  respects  the  Association.  Your  Petiiioneis  therefore 
pray  this  honourable  House  to  make  some  further  provision 
against  such  neglect,  so  that  the  salutary  and  beneficial  effects 
arising  from  the  Association  may  not  fail  through  the  neglect, 
or  other  misconduct,  of  those  entrusted  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  intentions  of  this  honourable  House. 

"  Your  Petitioners,  with  the  utmost  humility,  request  this 
honourable  House  to  take  these  matters  into  their  serious 
consideration,  and  grant  diem  such  relief  as,  in  their  wisdom 
and  equity,  shall  seem  best  calculated  to  remove  that  ine- 
quality which  appears  in  the  foregoing  terms  of  exemj)tion, 
and  such  other  redress  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  merit 
and  require.  And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
ever  pray,  &c, 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Privates : 

"  Samuel  Simpson,  Chairman." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Officers  of  the  Military  Association 
of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia  was  presented  to 
the  House,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 
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"To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 

the  Provirwe  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 

met. 
"The  Memorial  of  the  Oncers  of  the  Military  Association 

of  the  City  and  Liberties  o/ Philadelphia,  showeth : 

"  That  your  Memorialists  liave  perused,  at  the  request  of 
the  Private  Associators  of  this  City  and  Liberties,  their  Peti- 
tion to  your  honourable  House,  and  concur  with  them  in  the 
sentiments  therein  contained,  earnestly  desiring  the  attention 
of  the  honourable  House  to  the  weighty  matters  therein  set 
forth.  In  addition  to  the  several  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Privates  to  the  Rules  and  Regulations  relative  to  the 
Association,  your  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  subjoin  the  fol- 
lowing, which  they  think  of  great  importance : 

"That  numbers  of  the  present  Associators  are  people 
who  have  not  heretofore  associated,  and  therefore  are,  for  the 
most  part,  undisciplined.  Among  these  are  a  great  many 
apprentices,  and  others,  who,  however  desirous  they  may  be 
of  gaining  military  instruction,  will  not  be  permitted  to  turn 
out  oftener  than  the  Regulations  require.  And  it  is  well 
known  to  persons  of  experience  in  this  way,  that  it  is  im- 
possible to  train  men  so  as  to  render  them  expert  soldiers, 
without  great  assiduity  and  frequent  exercise,  and  that  the 
times  mentioned  in  the  Regulations  are  scarce  sufficient  to 
perfect  a  man  even  in  his  manual.  Your  Memorialists  there- 
fore request  the  honourable  House  would  increase  the  num- 
ber of  days  appointed  for  the  general  meetings  of  Associa- 
tors, which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Memorialists,  should  be 
at  least  once  in  every  week. 

"  That  the  wages  appointed  for  drummers  and  fifers  are 
so  extremely  trifling,  that  no  persons  can  be  procured  to  do 
the  duty,  and  our  I3attalions  are  almost  totally  deprived  of 
their  musick,  as  the  drummers  and  fifers  have  left  the  Asso- 
ciation, to  get  employ  where  they  receive  pay  on  which  they 
can  subsist.  That  the  drummers  and  fifers  are,  in  general, 
persons  who  have  no  other  way  of  gaining  a  livelihood ;  and 
as  much  time  is  taken  up  in  perfecting  themselves,  they 
ought,  as  we  conceive,  instead  of  casual  and  uncertain  pay, 
to  have  a  permanent  and  settled  support. 

"  Your  Memorialists  therefore  pray  the  honourable  House 
to  raise  the  wages  of  the  Drum  and  Fife-Majors,  and  allow 
the  drummers  and  fifers  reasonable  and  constant  pay,  that 
persons  already  taught  may  be  induced  to  join  the  Associa- 
tion, and  that  others  may  be  incited  to  qualify  themselves 
for  this  part  of  military  duty,  which  is  not  merely  parade, 
but  absolutely  essential  to  the  service. 

"  That  the  officers  of  the  several  Battalions  experience 
many  inconveniences  from  the  want  of  a  Sergeant-Major ; 
and  as  there  are  now  in  all  the  Battalions  officers  tolerably 
qualified,  it  is  submitted  to  the  honourable  House,  whether, 
instead  of  an  Adjutant,  it  would  not  be  better  to  appoint 
a  Sergeant-Major  on  constant  pay,  and  let  a  subaltern  offi- 
cer, in  every  Battalion,  do  the  duty  of  an  Adjutant. 

"  Your  Memorialists  beg  leave  to  give  it  as  their  opinion 
to  the  honourable  House,  that  the  several  alterations  and 
amendments  pointed  out  in  the  petition  from  the  Privates, 
together  with  those  before-mentioned,  being  made,  the  minds 
of  the  people  will  be  entirely  satisfied,  and  strength  and 
vigour  will  be  given  to  the  Association,  which,  though  now 
very  extensively  adopted,  will  then  be  more  generally  agreed 
to,  and  which  persons  in  general  signed,  not  because  they 
esteemed  the  Regulations  perfect,  or  in  all  cases  proper,  but 
from  their  zeal  for  the  cause,  and  the  confidence  they  had 
in  the  honourable  House  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  re- 
medy all  defects  when  applied  to  for  that  purpose. 

"  By  order  of  a  Board  of  Officers : 

"  Daniel  Roberdeau,  President. 

"Philadelphia,  February  21,  1776." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Remonstrance  and  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection and  Observation  of  the  County  of  Chester,  was 
presented  to  the  House,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 
"To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met. 
"The  Remonstrance  and  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  In- 
spection and  Observation  of  Chester  County,  humbly 
showeth  : 

"  That  your  Remonstrants,  in  obedience  to  the  resolves  of 
this  honourable  House,  and  firom  zeal  to  the  cause  of  their 


country,  have,  since  your  last  session,  used  their  best  en- 
deavours to  prevail  on  the  people  of  this  County  to  adopt 
and  sign  the  articles  for  the  better  government  of  the  Mili- 
tary Association ;  but  we  find  them  not  so  well  received  as 
the  exigency  of  the  times  requires ;  and  are  apprehensive, 
unless  your  Honours  will,  at  this  session,  amend  such  parts 
thereof  as  are  the  most  exceptionable  they  will  not  be 
generally  signed  but  by  those  who  think  it  better  to  adopt 
any  government  rather  than  none. 

"  Your  Remonstrants  beg  leave  briefly  to  mention  some 
of  the  articles  which  the  people  most  generally  object  to, 
viz :  They  say,  '  that  the  burden  of  the  Association  falls 
chiefly  on  the  poor  and  middling  sort  of  the  inhabitants, 
whilst  the  more  opulent  are,  for  the  most  part,  exempt,  they 
carrying  on  their  business  by  bought  servants  and  Negroes. 
On  the  contrary,  those  in  low  and  middling  circumstances 
are  obliged  to  take  in  apprentices ;  the  arming  of  which, 
together  with  their  loss  of  time,  will  be  extremely  burden- 
some ;  so  much  so,  that  they  cannot  comply  with  the  re- 
solves of  the  House,  without  distressing  themselves  and 
families.  But,  were  arms  and  accoutrements  to  be  provided 
at  the  publick  charge,  they  are  ready  to  conform  to  the  other 
parts  as  far  as  in  their  power.' 

"  Your  Remonstrants  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the 
above  objections  are  founded  in  justice ;  and  firmly  believe 
that,  was  some  measure  taken  to  provide  arms  for  the  whole, 
at  the  publick  charge,  and  all  able-bodied  men,  from  sixteen 
to  sixty,  obliged  to  associate  or  pay  the  fine,  that  then  it 
would  be  generally  adopted. 

"  Your  Remonstrants  therefore  humbly  request  your  Ho- 
nours to  take  the  premises  under  your  serious  consideration, 
and  make  such  alterations  in  the  present  Association  as  to 
you  may  seem  just  and  reasonable. 

"Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Committee: 

"Anthony  Wayne,  Chairman. 

"Chester,  February  12,  1776." 

Oi-dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  Februaiy  24,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Govemour  with 
the  Bill  passed  last  night,  reported,  that  they  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order,  and  that  his  Honour  was  pleased 
to  say  that  he  would  take  the  said  Bill  into  immediate  con- , 
sideration. 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Thompson  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.M.  _ 

Monday,  February  26,  1776,  P.  M. 
Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty-five  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment ;  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  February  27,  1776. 
A  quorum  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from  Benja- 
min Franklin,  Esq.,  which  was  read  by  order,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

«  February  26,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  extremely  sensible  of  the  honour  done  me 
by  my  fellow-citizens  in  choosing  me  their  Representative 
in  Assembly,  and  of  that  lately  conferred  on  me  by  the 
House  in  appointing  me  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
this  Province,  and  a  Delegate  to  the  Congress.  It  would 
be  a  happiness  to  me  if  I  could  serve  the  publick  duly  in  all 
those  stations ;  but,  aged  as  I  now  am,  I  feel  myself  unequal 
to  so  much  business,  and,  on  that  account,  think  it  my  duty 
to  decline  a  part  of  it.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  House 
will  be  so  good  as  to  accept  my  excuse  for  not  attending  as 
a  member  of  the  present  Assembly,  and,  if  tliey  think  fit, 
give  orders  for  the  election  of  another  in  my  place,  that  the 
city  may  be  more  completely  represented. 

"  I  request,  also,  that  the  House  would  be  pleased  to  dis- 
pense with  my  further  attendance  as  one  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety. 

"  With  the  greatest  and  most  sincere  respect  to  yourself 
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and  tlie  House,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

"  Benjamin  Franklin. 

"To  the  Honourable  John  Morton,  Esq." 

LTpon  considoration  of  the  foregoing  Letter, 
Resolved,  That  the  seat  of  the  said  Member  in  this  House 
be  vacated  accordingly,  and  that  the  Speaker  do  issue  his 
order  to  the  Provincial  Secretary  for  the  election  of  another 
fit  person  in  the  room  of  the  Member  who  has  resigned. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Governour's 
Message,  the  Letter  sent  down  with  it,  and  the  Petition 
from  the  Magistrates  and  Sherifl'of  tiie  County  of  A^ortAuw- 
bcrland ;  and,  after  a  debate  of  some  length,  adjourned  to 
three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  copy  of  his  Order 
to  the  Secretary,  requiring  him  to  issue  a  Writ  for  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Member  of  Assembly  in  the  place  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  Esq.,  who  has  resigned ;  which  was  read  by  order, 
and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

Pennsylvania,  ss. 

By  a  Resolve  of  Assembly  of  this  day,  I  am  empowered 
and  directed  to  order  the  Provincial  Secretary  that  he  do 
issue  a  Writ  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia 
for  the  election  of  a  Member  to  serve  as  a  Representative 
in  this  Assembly  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  room 
of  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  who  has  requested  leave  to 
reagn  liis  seat  in  the  said  Assembly. 

Therefore,  by  virtue  of  the  said  Resolve,  and  in  pursuance 
of  a  law  of  this  Province  in  that  case  made  and  provided,  I 
do  require  that  a  Writ  be  issued  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  said 
County  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  said  law. 

Dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  27th  day  o[  February,  Anno 

John  Morton,  Speaker. 
To  Joseph  Shippen,  Esq.,  Provincial  Secretary. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  February  38,  1776. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition,  signed  by  a  considerable  number  of  the  Free- 
holders and  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  York,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read,  praying  an  allowance  of  more 
Members  to  represent  the  said  County  in  Assembly. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HiUegas  presented  at  the  table  an  Account  from 
Messieurs  William  and  Thomas  Bradford,  Printers,  amount- 
ing to  fifteen  Pounds,  for  forty  copies  of  the  Journal  of  Con- 
gress ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Accounts. 

A  Petition,  signed  by  a  considerable  number  of  the  Free- 
holders and  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Berks,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read,  praying  an  allowance  of  more 
Members  to  represent  the  said  County  in  Assembly. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition,  signed  by  a  number  of  the  Freeholders  and 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  oi  Bedford,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read,  praying  an  allowance  of  more  Members  to 
represent  the  said  County  in  Assembly. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  the  House  took  into  consideration  the  seve- 
ral Memorials  and  Petitions  from  the  Officers  and  Privates 
of  the  Military  Association,  pointing  out  defects,  and  pray- 
ing alterations  in  the  Rules  and  Regulations  formed  by  the 
House  for  the  better  government  of  the  said  Association  ; 
and,  after  a  debate  of  considerable  length,  adjourned  to  three 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

Petitions  from  the  Counties  of  Cumberland  and  Northum- 
nerland,  signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  Inliabitants,  were 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read,  praying  an  allowance  of 
more  Members  to  represent  the  said  Counties  in  Assembly. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  Memo- 
rials and  Petitions  from  the  Officers  and  Privates  of  the 
Military  Association ;  and,  after  further  debate, 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Reed, 
3Ir.  Rodman,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Pearson,  Mr.  Humphreys, 
Mr.  Slough,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Montgmncry,  Mr. 
Chreist,  Mr.  Kachlein,  Mr.  Dougherty,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  be 
a  Committee  to  revise  the  Rules  and  Regulations  formed 
by  ti)is  House  for  the  better  govemment  of  tlie  Military  As- 
sociation, together  with  the  Resolutions  directing  the  mode 
of  levying  taxes  on  Non-Associators  ;  to  report  such  altera- 
tions and  additions  thereto  as  shall  appear  necessary ;  also, 
to  select  from  the  Petitions  of  the  Associators,  lately  pre- 
sented, such  parts  as  point  out  defects,  and  projwse  amend- 
ments to  the  said  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  lay  them 
before  the  House  in  one  view,  for  the  more  easy  considera- 
tion thereof. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Governour's 
Message  of  the  22d  instant ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Rodman,  and  Mr.  Ross, 
be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  Answer  to  the 
said  Message. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  February  29,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.- 

The  Resolutions  of  Congress,  laid  before  the  House  the 

22d  instant,  were  again  read  by  order,  and  are  as  follows, 

viz: 

"In  Congress,  October  26,  1775. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Pro- 
vincial Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils  or  Committees 
of  Safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  export  to  the  foreign 
West-Indies,  on  account  and  risk  of  their  respective  Colo- 
nies, as  much  Provbion  or  other  Produce  (except  homed 
Catde,  Sheep,  Hogs,  and  Poultry)  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  importation  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  Sulphur,  and 
Saltpetre. 

"November  4,  1775. — Resolved,  That  it  be  recommend- 
ed to  the  several  Assemblies  or  Conventions  of  the  Colo- 
nies, respectively,  to  set  and  keep  their  Gunsmiths  at  work, 
to  manufacture  good  Fke-locks  with  Bayonets ;  each  Fire- 
lock to  be  made  with  a  good  Bridle-lock,  three-quarters 
of  an  inch  bore,  and  of  good  substance  at  the  breech  ;  the 
Barrel  to  be  three  feet  eight  inches  in  length ;  the  Bayonet 
to  be  eighteen  inches  in  the  blade ;  with  a  steel  Ramrod, 
the  upper  end  thereof  to  be  trumpet-mouthed.  That  the 
price  to  be  given  be  fixed  by  the  Assembly  or  Convention, 
or  Committee  of  Safety,  of  each  Colony ;  and  that,  until  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  good  Arms  can  be  manufactured,  they 
import  as  many  as  are  wanted,  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Le- 
gislatures, Assemblies,  or  Conventions  of  the  Colonies,  to 
enact  a  law  or  pass  an  ordinance  inflicting  the  following 
punishments  upon  such  as  harbour  Deserters,  knowing  them 
to  be  such,  viz :  A  fine  upon  all  such  offenders,  not  less 
than  thirty  nor  more  than  fifty  Dollars ;  and  in  case  of  in- 
ability to  pay  the  fine,  to  be  punished  with  whipping,  not  less . 
than  thirty-nine  lashes  for  each  offence.  Also,  that  they 
emiwwer  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  the  officer  command- 
ing a  detachment  or  any  out-post,  to  administer  an  oath,  and 
swear  any  person  or  persons  to  the  truth  of  any  information 
or  intelligence,  or  any  other  matter  relative  to  the  publick 
service. 

"November  25, 1775. — Resolved,  That  all  such  Ships-of- 
War,  Frigates,  Sloops,  Cutters,  and  Armed  Vessels,  as  are 
or  sliall  be  employed  in  the  present  cruel  and  unjust  war 
against  the  United  Colonies,  and  shall  fall  into  the  hands  of, 
or  be  taken  by,  the  inhabitants  thereof,  be  seized  and  for- 
feited to  and  for  the  purposes  hereinafter  mentioned. 

"  That  all  Transport  Vessels  in  the  same  service,  having 
on  board  any  Troops,  Arms,  Ammunition,  Clothing,  Pro- 
visions, or  Military  or  Naval  Stores,  of  what  kind  soever ; 
and  all  Vessels,  to  whomsoever  belonging,  that  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  carrying  Provisions  or  other  necessaries  to  the  Bri- 
tish Anny  or  Armies,  or  Navy,  that  now  are  or  shall  here- 
after be  within  any  of  the  United  Colonies ;  or  any  Goods, 
Wares,  or  Merchandise,  for  the  use  of  such  Fleet  or  Anny, 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  and,  with  their  cargoes,  shall  be 
confiscated. 

"  That  no  Master  or  Commander  of  any  Vessel  shall  be 
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entitled  to  cniise  for  or  make  prize  of  any  Vessel  or  Cargo 
before  he  shall  have  obtained  a  commission  from  the  Con- 
gress, or  from  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be  for  that 
purpose  appointed  in  some  one  of  the  United  Colonies. 

"  That  it  be,  and  is  hereby,  recommended  to  the  several 
Legislatures  in  the  United  Colonies,  whether  Assemblies  or 
Conventions,  as  soon  as  possible  to  erect  Courts  of  Justice, 
or  give  jurisdiction  to  the  Courts  now  in  being,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  concerning  the  captures  to  be  made  as 
aforesaid ;  and  to  provide  that  all  trials  in  such  cases  be 
had  by  a  Jury,  under  such  qualifications  as  to  the  respec- 
tive Legislatures  shall  seem  expedient. 

"  That  all  prosecutions  shall  be  commenced  in  the  Court 
of  that  Colony  in  which  the  captures  shall  be  made ;  but  if 
no  such  Court  be  at  that  time  erected  in  the  said  Colony, 
or  if  the  capture  be  made  on  open  sea,  then  the  prosecu- 
tion shall  be  in  the  Court  of  such  Colony  as  the  captor  may 
find  most  convenient.  Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in 
this  Resolution  shall  be  construed  so  as  to  enable  the  captor 
to  remove  his  prize  from  any  Colony  competent  to  deter- 
mine concerning  the  seizure,  after  he  shall  have  carried  the 
Vessel  so  seized  within  any  harbour  of  the  same. 

"  That  in  all  cases  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Con- 
gress, or  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  for  the 
trials  of  appeals,  provided  the  appeal  be  demanded  within 
five  days  after  definitive  sentence,  and  such  appeal  be  lodged 
with  the  Secretary  of  Congress  within  forty  days  afterwards  ; 
and  provided  the  party  appealing  shall  give  security  to  pro- 
secute the  said  appeal  to  effect.  And  in  case  of  the  death 
of  the  Secretary  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  then  the  said 
appeal  to  be  lodged  in  Congress  within  twenty  days  after 
the  meeting  thereof. 

"  That  when  any  Vessel  or  Vessels  shall  be  fitted  out  at 
the  expense  of  any  private  person  or  persons,  then  the  cap- 
tures made  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  owner  or  owners  of 
the  said  Vessel  or  Vessels ;  that  where  the  Vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  capture  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  expense  of 
any  of  the  United  Colonies,  then  one-third  of  the  prize 
taken  shall  be  to  the  use  of  the  captors,  and  the  remaining 
two-thirds  to  the  use  of  the  said  Colony ;  and  where  the 
Vessel  so  employed  shall  be  fitted  out  at  the  Continental 
charge,  then  one-third  shall  go  to  the  captors,  and  the  re- 
maining two-thirds  to  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies.  Pro- 
vided, nevertheless.  That  if  the  capture  be  a  Vessel-of-War, 
then  the  captors  shall  be  entitled  to  one-half  of  the  value, 
and  the  remainder  shall  go  to  the  Colony  or  Continent,  as 
the  case  may  be,  the  necessary  charges  of  condemnation  of 
all  prizes  being  deducted  before  distribution  made. 

"  That  in  cases  of  recaptures,  the  recaptors  have  and  re- 
tain, in  lieu  of  salvage,  one-eighth  part  of  the  tme  value  of 
the  Vessel  and  Cargo,  or  either  of  them,  if  the  same  hath, 
or  have  been,  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  twenty-four 
hours,  and  less  than  forty-eight  hours  ;  one-third  part  if  more 
than  forty-eight  and  less  than  ninety-six  hours ;  and  one- 
half  if  more  than  ninety-six  hours;  unless  the  Vessel  shall, 
after  the  capture,  have  been  legally  condemned  as  prize  by 
some  Court  of  Admiralty ;  in  which  case  the  recaptors  to 
have  the  whole.  In  all  which  cases,  the  share  detained,  or 
prize,  to  be  divided  between  the  owners  of  the  Ship  making 
the  recapture,  the  Colony,  or  the  Continent,  as  the  case  may 
be,  and  the  captors,  agreeable  to  the  former  Resolution. 

"December  '26,  1775. — Whereas  the  Congress,  on  the 
29th  day  of  November,  resolved  that  a  further  sum  of  three 
millions  of  Dollars  be  emitted  in  Bills  of  Credit: 

"Resolved,  That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged 
for  the  redemption  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  so  directed  to  be 
emitted. 

"  That  each  Colony  provide  ways  and  means  to  sink  its 
proportion  of  the  said  Bills,  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most 
effectual,  and  best  adapted  to  the  condition,  circumstances, 
and  equal  mode  of  levying  taxes  in  each  Colony. 

"  That  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  respective  Colony 
be  determined  according  to  the  number  of  Inhabitants,  of  all 
ages,  including  Negroes  and  Mulattocs  in  each  Colony. 

"That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Assemblies, Con- 
ventions, or  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety,  of  the  re- 
spective Colonies,  to  ascertain,  by  the  most  impartial  and 
efrectual  means  in  their  power,  the  number  of  Inhabitants 
in  each  respective  Colony  ;  taking  care  that  the  list  be  au- 
thenticated by  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  the  several  per- 
sons who  shall  be  intrusted  with  tliis  service ;  and  that  the 


said  Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils  or  Committees  of 
Safety,  do,  respectively,  lay  before  Congress  a  R(;turn  of  the 
number  of  Inhabitants  of  their  respective  Colonies,  as  soon 
as  the  same  shall  be  procured. 

"  That  each  Colony  pay  its  respective  quota  in  four  equal 
payments ;  the  first  to  be  made  on  or  before  the  last  day  of 
November,  1783;  the  second  on  or  before  the  last  day  of 
November,  1784  ;  the  third  on  or  before  the  last  day  of  No- 
vember, 178.5;  and  the  fourth  or  last  on  or  before  the  last 
day  of  November,  1786. 

"  And  that  for  this  end  the  several  Assemblies  or  Con- 
ventions provide  for  laying  and  levying  Taxes  in  their 
respective  Colonies  towards  sinking  the  Continental  Bills. 
That  the  said  Bills  be  received  by  the  Collectors  in  pay- 
ment of  such  Taxes,  and  be  by  the  Collectors  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  Provincial  Treasurers,  with  all  such  other 
moneys  as  they  may  receive  in  lieu  of  the  Continental  Bills ; 
which  other  moneys  the  Provincial  Treasurers  shall  en- 
deavour to  get  exchanged  for  Continental  Bills ;  and  where 
that  cannot  be  done,  shall  send  to  the  Continental  Treasu- 
rers the  deficiency  in  silver  and  gold,  with  the  Bills,  making 
up  the  quota  to  be  sunk  in  that  year ;  taking  care  to  cut,  by 
a  circular  punch  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  a  hole  in  such  Bills, 
and  to  cross  the  same,  thereby  to  render  them  unpassable, 
though  the  sum  or  value  is  to  remain  fairly  legible.  And 
the  Continental  Treasurers,  as  fast  as  they  receive  the  said 
quotas,  shall,  with  the  assistance  of  a  Committee  of  five 
pei-sons,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Congress  then  sitting,  or  by 
the  Assembly  or  Convention  of  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, examine  and  count  the  Continental  Bills,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  said  Committee,  bum  and  destroy  them. 

"  And  the  silver  and  gold  sent  them  to  make  up  the  de- 
ficiencies of  quotas,  they  shall  retain  in  their  hands  until 
demanded  in  redemption  of  Continental  Bills  that  may  be 
brought  to  them  for  that  purpose ;  which  Bills,  so  redeemed, 
they  shall  also  bum  and  destroy  in  the  presence  of  the  said 
Committee.  And  the  Treasurers,  whenever  they  have  sil- 
ver or  gold  in  their  hands  for  the  redemption  of  Contuiental 
Bills,  shall  advertise  the  same,  signifying  that  they  are  ready 
to  give  gold  or  silver  for  such  Bills,  to  all  persons  requiring 
it  in  exchange. 

"Resolved,  That  die  Inspectors  of  the  Press  deliver  the 
proof-sheets  and  checks  of  the  Continental  Bills  to  the  Con- 
tinental Treasurers,  and  that  they  deliver  one  of  each  to  the 
Delegates  of  every  Colony,  to  remain  with  the  Provincial 
Treasurer  to  be  appointed  in  such  Colony,  and  to  retain  the 
rest  in  their  hands. 

"  Whereas  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  divers  persons, 
either  from  inattention  to  the  publick  good,  or  with  design 
to  retard  the  recruiting  service,  have  arrested  and  imprisoned, 
for  very  trifling  debts,  many  Soldiers  who  had  engaged  to 
risk  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Ame- 
rica ;  and  as  it  has  always  been  found  necessary,  in  time  of 
war,  to  regulate  and  restrain  a  practice  of  such  pernicious 
tendency,  and  in  such  cases  to  abate  the  rigours  of  law : 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Legis- 
latures in  these  Colonies,  whether  Assemblies  or  Conven- 
tions, to  pass  Acts  or  Ordinances  prohibiting  the  arrests  of 
Continental  Soldiers  for  small  debts.  And  in  order  that  tiie 
same  rule  may  pervade  all  the  Colonies,  that  no  such  Sol- 
dier be  arrested  at  the  suit  of  any  of  his  creditors,  unless 
the  said  creditor  make  oath  that  the  said  Soldier  is  justly 
indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  twenty-five  Dollars  over  and 
above  all  discounts  ;  and  that  the  estate  of  no  such  Soldier 
be  liable  to  attachment  at  the  suit  or  for  the  benefit  of  all 
his  creditors,  unless  their  debts  in  the  whole,  on  being  as- 
certained by  their  oaths,  shall  amount  to  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Dollars. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

" Charles  Thomson,  Secretary" 

The  Committee  of  Accounts,  to  whom  the  Barrackmas- 
ter's  Account  was  referred  for  consideration,  reported  they 
had  examined  the  same,  and  are  of  opinion  it  ought  to  be 
immediately  paid. 

And  an  Order  being  drawn  at  the  table  on  Michael  Htl- 
leo-as,  Esq.,  for  two  hundred  and  eleven  Pounds  seventeen 
Shillings  and  six  Pence,  in  discharge  of  the  said  Account, 
the  same  was  signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  delivered  to  Mr. 
Hilkgas. 

A  Petition  bom  John  Marshall,  Threadmaker,  &om  Ihg- 
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laitd,  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth.  That 
the  Petitioner,  emboldened  by  the  laudable  attention  of  the 
honourable  House  to  the  promotion  and  encouragement  of 
useful  manufactures  in  this  Province,  begs  leave  to  repre- 
sent that,  at  a  considerable  expense,  and  after  several  years' 
close  application,  he  hath  made  himself  perfect  master  of 
the  aforesaid  business  in  all  its  branches,  according  to  the 
best  established  and  approved  methods  practised  in  the  most 
noted  manufacturing  towns  in  England.  That  about  sixteen 
months  ago,  the  Petitioner  arrived  in  this  city,  and  engaged 
with  the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Employment,  at  a  small 
annual  salary,  where  (by  their  pennission,  at  his  own  risk, 
and  at  a  very  considerable  cost)  he  erected  several  useful 
implements  and  machines,  the  whole  of  which  are  now  in 
use  there.  That  the  most  material  macliine  is  a  twisting  and 
throwing-mill,  entirely  of  the  Petitioner's  own  invention, 
which  is  a  most  excellent  improvement  upon  any  heretofore 
known,  and  answering  every  purpose  that  was  expected ; 
greatly  forwarding  the  business,  by  lessening  the  labour  that 
was  otherwise  necessary  for  carrying  it  on,  and  such  an  one 
as  he  apprehends  was  never  known  before  in  any  part  of  the 
world.  That  the  Petitioner  hath,  in  the  said  House  of  Em- 
ployment, brought  the  thread  manufactory  to  a  perfection 
before  unknown  in  this  Province,  or,  as  he  is  informed,  in 
America,  it  being  generally  allowed  by  the  consumers  (the 
only  true  judges)  that  the  threads  he  manufactures  there  are 
vastly  preferable  to  any  imported  or  elsewhere  had.  That 
the  Petitioner,  far  from  wanting  to  make  any  secret  of  his 
business  or  machine,  is  willing  to  instruct  any  proper  or  ca- 
pable persons  in  the  whole  business,  and  to  do  everything 
in  his  power  to  establish  the  manufacture  in  this  Province, 
the  great  utility  of  which,  on  many  accounts,  is  universally 
acknowledged,  and  more  particularly  at  this  time  necessary. 

That  the  Petitioner  therefore  prays  the  honourable  House 
to  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  hopes  they  will 
'  consider  him  as  an  useful  manufacturer,  as  also  the  first  in- 
ventor and  introducer  of  a  most  excellent  machine  into  this 
Province,  not  applied  to  his  own  benefit  by  the  partial  or 
exclusive  use  of  it,  but  that  it  is  of  a  pubhck  benefit  and 
utility,  being,  as  aforesaid,  now  in  use  at  the  House  of  Em- 
ployment ;  and  that  the  honourable  House  will  grant  him 
such  bounty  or  encouragement  as  he  may  be  judged  to 
merit. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  the  Memorial  from  the  Managers  of  the 
United  Company  of  Philadelphia,  for  promoting  American 
Manufactures,  was  again  read;  and,  after  some  debate 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr. 
Brown,  Mr.  Pennock,  Mr.  Grubb,  Mr.  Swoope,  Mr.  Mont- 

f  ornery,  Mr.  Chreist,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Dougherty,  and  Mr. 
lunter,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of,  and  report  to  the 
House,  the  best  mode  of  encouraging  the  culture  of  Flax 
in  this  Province. 

The  Govemour,  by  Mr.  Secretary,  returned  the  Bill  in- 
tituled "  An  Act  to  enable  the  Keepers  of  Records,  in  the 
Counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Chester,  to  remove  them  to 
more  safe  and  convenient  places,"  and  acquainted  the 
House  he  should  be  ready  to  pass  the  said  Bill  into  a  law 
whenever  presented  to  him  for  that  purpose. 
The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  laid  before  them  on  Thursday, 
the  22d  instant ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Rodman,  Mr. 
Gibbons,  Mr.  Slough,  Mr.  Swoope,  Mr.  Chreist,  Mr. Taylor, 
Mr.  Dougherty,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  make  inquiry  what  part  of  the  Anns  and  Accou- 
trements, directed  by  the  late  Assembly  to  be  provided  for 
publick  use,  are  now  completed,  and  when  the  whole  will 
probably  be  procured ;  and  that  tiie  said  Members  use  their 
utmost  endeavoure  to  forwai'd  this  necessary  business  in 
their  respective  Counties. 

The  House  being  informed  by  a  Member,  who  is  also  a 
Member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  that  the  Committee 
have  diligently  applied  themselves  to  the  promoting  the 
manufacture  of  good  Arms  in  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  4th  of 


November  last  be  transmitted  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
and  that  they  be  directed  to  prosecute  their  measures  for  the 
pi-ocuring  good  Arms  with  the  utmost  industry. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Morris,  Mr. 
Reed,  Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Pyk,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Taylor,  and 
Mr.  Thompson,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Resolve  in- 
flicting the  following  punishments  upon  such  persons  as 
harbour  Deserters  from  the  Continental  and  Provincial 
Forces,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  viz:  A  fine  upon  all 
such  offenders,  not  less  than  thirty  nor  more  than  fifty  Dol- 
lars; and  in  case  of  refusal  or  inability  to  pay  the  fine,  to  be 
punished  with  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  ....  months 
for  each  offence ;  and  that  such  Resolve  do  also  extend  to 
institute  some  proper  Court  or  authority  for  tlie  trial  of  such 
offenders,  with  suitable  powers,  and  under  proper  limitations. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  respecting 
the  delegation  of  power  to  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  of- 
ficer commanding  a  detachment  or  out-post,  to  administer 
an  Oath,  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee,  and  provision 
made  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  recommending  to  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  several  Colonies  to  erect  Courts  of  Justice, 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  concerning  Captures,  be 
adopted,  and  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  for  ascertaining  the  num- 
ber of  Inhabitants  in  each  Colony,  be  recommended  to  the 
attention  of  the  said  Committee ;  and  that  this  service  be 
performed  by  the  Township  and  Ward-Assessors  within 
their  respective  Districts. 

Ordered,  That  the  Resolution  recommending  to  the  se- 
veral Assemblies  to  pass  Acts  or  Ordinances  for  prohibiting 
arrests  of  Continental  and  Provincial  Soldiers,  be  complied 
with,  and  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

A  Petition  from  William  Scout,  of  Moorland,  in  the 
County  of  Philadelphia,  Fugleman,  complaining  that  he 
had  not  received  the  wages  due  to  him  for  his  services,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  1,  1776. 
A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the 
County  of  Bucks,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz: 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  oj 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met. 

"  The  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the  Coun- 
ty of  Bucks,  humbly  showeth : 

"  That  as  a  general  uneasiness  prevails  among  the  As- 
sociators  in  this  County,  on  account  of  the  late  Military 
Resolutions  of  this  honourable  House,  and  many  persons 
have  signed  them  under  a  full  persuasion  that  amendments 
would  be  made  therein ;  and  as  there  are  many  able-bodied 
men,  between  the  age  of  fifty  and  sixty  yeai-s,  possessed  of 
large  estates,  who  are  entirely  exempt  from  military  duty 
and  expense,  your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  jjray  that 
the  Association  may  be  extended  to  the  age  of  sixty. 

"And  as  the  tax  upon  Non-Associators  is  confined  merely 
as  an  equivalent  for  personal  services,  and  the  Associators 
have  no  compensation  for  their  arms  and  accoutrements, 
not  to  mention  the  dangers  they  will  be  exposed  to  when 
called  into  actual  service,  your  Petitioners  pray,  that  an  ad- 
ditional tax  be  laid  upon  the  estates  of  Non-Associators 
pro]iortionate  to  the  expenses  of  the  Associatoi's  necessa- 
rily incurred  for  the  general  defence  of  property. 

"And  as,  by  marching  whole  Battalions  or  Companies  of 
Militia,  large  tracts  of  country  will  be  left  destitute  of  men, 
except  those  who  either  hold  all  resistance  unlawful,  or 
such  as  are  disaffected  to  the  present  measures ;  your  Peti- 
tioners therefore  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  wh(!ther  it  would  not  be  better  to  direct  the 
Colonels  to  draft  from  their  Battalions  such  number  as  shall, 
from  time  to  time,  be  requisite ;  thereby  affording  an  oppor- 
tunity for  those  whose  circumstances  will  not  always  admit 
their  going  to  get  volunteers  in  their  stead,  and,  at  tlie  same 
time,  leaving  sufBcient  force  in  every  part  of  the  country  to 
quell  any  local  insurrections. 

"  All  which  your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  may  be  taken 
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into  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  such  ameqdments 
made  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  see  meet. 
"  Per  order  of  the  Con^iiittee : 

"Joseph  Hart,  Chairman. 

"Bucks  County,  in  Committee,  February  27, 1776." 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  divers  Inhabitants  of  the  Township  of 
New-Britain,  concerning  the  settlement  of  the  account  of 
expenses  exhibited  to  the  Committee  for  Captain  William 
Roberts's  Company,  in  the  said  Township,  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  read,  praying  the  said  Account  may  be 
re-examined. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  a  number  of  Freeholders  and  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  Northampton ;  a  copy  of  a  Memo- 
rial from  the  said  Freeholders  and  Inhabitants,  delivered  to 
Congress  in  December  last,  and  several  Affidavits  taken  in 
the  said  County,  were  presented  to  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an 
Answer  to  the  Governour's  Message,  reported  an  essay  for 
that  purpose;  which,  being  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House,  was  ordered  to  be  transcribed. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  was  presented 
to  the  House,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  nwt : 
The  Memorial  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
"  The  Committee  have,  ever  since  their  appointment, 
applied  themselves  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  fidelity  to  the 
important  trust  confided  to  them,  in  providing  means  for  the 
defence  of  this  Province ;  they  were,  however,  such  means 
only  as  were  thought  more  immediately  requisite  for  our  se- 
curity against  the  attempts  made  by  a  Naval  Armament, 
and  were,  besides,  necessarily  confined  within  the  limits  of 
the  funds  allotted  to  them  by  your  honourable  House ;  but 
they  beg  leave  to  represent  that,  as  every  day  brings  with 
it  fresh  proofs  of  the  violence  of  the  British  Ministry,  and 
of  their  fixed  purpose  to  subdue  the  free  spu-it  of  America, 
that  has  yet  given  such  obstructions  to  all  their  schemes  of 
tyranny  and  despotism — a  purpose  assisted,  too,  by  an  ob- 
sequious Parliament  which  may  not  speak  the  genuine 
sense  of  the  nation,  though  it  has  unhappily  the  direction  of 
its  force,  it  truly  becomes  us  to  prepare  seriously  for  the 
storm  gathering  over  the  Colonies,  and  which,  in  the  un- 
certainty of  its  course,  may,  in  a  few  weeks,  fall  upon  this 
Province.  This  being  the  idea  of  the  Committee,  they 
have  come  to  the  following  Resolution,  claiming  the  most 
earnest  attention  of  your  honourable  House  thereto : 

"Resolved,  That  application  be  made  to  the  honourable 
the  House  of  Representatives,  praying  that  they  will  take 
order  for  the  raising  of  two  thousand  Men,  to  act  in  the  de- 
fence of  this  Province ;  and  this  Board  will  represent  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  it  will  be  most  for  the  publick  service, 
that  one  Battalion  of  Regular  Troops  be  formed  out  of  that 
number,  and  the  remainder  be  a  body  of  Riflemen. 

"  The  Committee  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  attention  to 
another  object,  also  of  extensive  importance — the  Military 
Association ;  the  general  sentiments  concerning  which,  they 
have,  in  the  recess  of  Assembly,  had  an  opportunity  of  col- 
lecting. And  though  such  numbers  already  have,  and,  we 
hope,  will  still  engage  in  it,  under  its  present  fonn,  as  may 
prove  a  considerable  addition  to  our  strength ;  yet,  as  there 
are  material  objections  made  to  it,  and,  as  they  understand, 
are  to  bo  laid  before  your  honourable  House  by  divers  re- 
spectable bodies  of  men,  they  submit  to  you  whether  it  will 
not  be  highly  expedient  and  consistent  with  good  policy, 
immediately  to  remove  every  cause  of  discontent  on  this 
head  from  the  minds  of  the  Associators,  who,  under  an  ap- 
prehension of  partial  and  unequal  burdens  imposed  on 
them,  have,  nevertheless,  had  the  virtue  not  to  refuse  their 
services  to  their  country,  in  confidence  that  your  honour- 
able House  will  reconsider  the  several  provisions  and  regu- 
lations complained  of,  and  give  them  satisfaction  therein. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  Alexander  Wilcox,  Chairman. 
"In  Commillce  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  February  22,  1776." 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  v. 


Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  being  informed  by  the  Speaker  that  the  In- 
dians  now  in  town  request  to  be  supplied  with  a  Horse,  a 
Beaver-Trap,  and  some  other  necessaries. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ililkgas  and  Mr.  Parker  provide 
the  said  Indians  with  the  articles  they  mention,  and  such 
other  little  matters  as  the  Members  think  expedient. 

The  Answer  of  the  House  to  the  Governour's  Message 
being  transcribed,  according  to  order,  was  signed  by  tlie 
Speaker,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 
May  it  please  your  Honour : 

We  have  taken  into  our  consideration  your  Message  of 
the  22d  instant,  respecting  the  expenses  incurred,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  order  for  carrying  into  execution  the  laws  of 
this  Province,  in  the  County  o{  Northumberland,  and  request 
your  Honour  would  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  House  with  a 
copy  of  the  orders  given  on  that  occasion  ;  and,  also,  that 
you  will  direct  a  particular  account  to  be  laid  before  us  of 
the  expense  which  has  accrued,  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  tlie 
propriety  and  amount  of  the  provision  expected  from  us. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  House : 

John  Morton,  Speaker. 

March  1,  1776. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rodman  and  Mr.  Hunter  wait  on 
the  Governour  with  the  foregoing  Answer  to  his  Message, 
and  deliver  the  same. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Monday,  March  4,  1776,  P.  M. 

Upon  motion,  the  House  took  into  consideration  the  Peti- 
tion of  JoAn  Marshall,  Threadmaker ;  and  after  some  debate, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Pearson, 
Mr.  Swoope,  and  Mr.  Dougherty,  be  a  Committee  to  view 
the  Machines  contrived  by  the  Petitioner  for  throwing  and 
twisting  of  Thread,  and  report  their  opinion  thereof. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  March  5,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

By  the  Return  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Philadel- 
phia, produced  at  the  table,  it  appearing  that  David  Ritten- 
house,  Esq.,  was,  on  the  2d  instant,  elected  a  Representa- 
tive in  Assembly  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia ;  and  the  said 
gentleman  this  day  attending  the  House,  he  was  qualified  as 
a  Member,  and  took  his  seat  accordingly. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  this  House  will,  on  Friday 
next,  take  into  consideration  the  great  number  of  Petitions 
lately  presented  from  the  several  back  Counties,  for  an  in- 
crease of  Members  to  represent  the  said  Counties,  respec- 
tively, in  Assembly. 

The  Governour,  by  Mr.  Secretary,  sent  down  to  the 
House  a  copy  of  his  Letter  to  the  Magistrates  of  Northumber- 
land County,  on  the  25th  of  iVojjcmJcr  last,  which  was  read 
by  order,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 

"  Philadelphia,  November  25,  1775. 

"  G  entlemen  :  I  have  just  now  received  a  Message  from 
the  Assembly,  founded  on  a  letter  addressed  to  them  from 
the  County  of  Northumberland,  respecting  the  Connecticut 
settlers  at  Wyoming,  requesting  me  to  give  orders  for  a  due 
execution  of  the  laws  of  this  Province  in  the  Counties  of 
Northumberland  and  Northampton.  In  consequence  there- 
of, I  do  most  cheerfiilly  order  you  to  use  your  utmost  dili- 
gence and  activity  in  putting  the  laws  of  this  Province  in 
execution  throughout  the  County  of  Northumberland ;  and 
you  may  depend  on  the  faith  of  the  House,  and  my  concur- 
rence with  them,  that  every  proper  and  necessary  expense 
that  may  be  incurred  on  the  occasion  shall  be  defrayed. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  John  Penn. 

"  To  William  Plunket,  Esq.,  and  his  Associates,  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Northumberland." 
On  delivery  of  the  above,  Mr.  Secretary  informed  the 
House  his  Honour  had  not  yet  received  a  proper  account  of 
the  expenses  attending  the  late  expedition  to  Wyoming;. 
but  would  give  immediate  orders  to  have  such  account  laid 
before  him,  and  communicate  the  same  to  the  House. 
Upon  motion,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
43 
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Memorial  from  the  Coinmittee  of  Safety,  respecting  the  rais- 
ing of  Troops  for  tiie  defence  of  this  Province ;  and  after 
some  debate, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  HiUegas,  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Humphreys, 
and  Air.  Thompson,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  an  estimate  of  the  ex])ense  of  levying  a  Ixidy  of  fifteen 
hundred  Men,  and  victualling  and  paying  them  for  one  year. 

A  number  of  Petitions  from  the  Counties  of  Yorlc,  Cum- 
berland, Berks,  and  Bedford,  for  more  Menibei-s  to  repre- 
sent the  said  Counties,  respectively,  in  Assembly,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Officers  and  Privates 
belonging  to  Colonel  Richard  Thomases  Battalion  of  Chester 
County,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth, 
That  the  Petitioners,  apprehending  themselves  aggrieved  by 
several  of  the  Regulations  of  the  honourable  House  for  the 
better  government  of  the  Associators  of  this  Province,  beg 
leave  to  represent  that  it  is  tiieir  opinion  there  is  a  neces- 
sity of  an  amendment  to  the  said  Regulations  in  the  follow- 
ing particulars,  viz : 

First.  They  imagine  it  would  be  more  equitable,  in  itself, 
and  advantageous  to  the  publick,  if  the  Arms  and  Accoutre- 
ments were  provided  at  the  expense  of  the  Province,  and 
made  Provincial  property. 

Secondly.  They  apprehend  the  present  Fines  and  Taxes 
upon  both  Associators  and  Non-Associators  to  be  consider- 
ably too  low. 

Tliirdly.  They  are  of  opinion  that  the  limitations,  with 
regard  to  the  age  of  those  who  come  under  the  notice  of  the 
Regulations,  whether  as  Associators  or  Non-Associators, 
ought  to  be  extended  ;  that  the  Petitioners,  confiding  in  the 
regard  of  the  honourable  House  to  the  welfare  and  safety  of 
the  Province,  humbly  refer  these  matters  to  their  serious  con- 
sideration, and  hope  for  redress  in  the  above  particulars,  or 
such  other  relief  as  may  be  thought  proper. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Reading, 
in  the  County  of  Berks,  was  presented,  to  the  House,  and 
read ;  setting  forth,  That  a  number  of  the  Regulars,  who 
were  taken  Prisoners  at  Fort  St.  John^s,  are  confined  in  the 
said  town ;  that,  having  no  Barracks,  such  of  the  Peti- 
tioners, to  whom  it  was  the  least  inconvenient,  were  obliged 
to  lodge  the  said  Prisoners  in  tiieir  Houses  ;  that,  in  all  pro- 
bability, fixjm  the  situation  of  the  said  town,  the  Petitioners 
will  have  more  inconveniences  of  the  same  kind  to  labour 
under  from  the  billeting  of  Continental  Troops,  as  well  as 
Prisoners  ;  that,  from  the  idleness  of  the  said  Prisoners'  man- 
ner of  living,  they  will  probably  become  disorderly,  and  they 
may  be  more  easily  restrained  from  mischief  by  being  all 
confined  to  one  place  in  the  night  time ;  tliat  the  Petition- 
ers, therefore,  pray  the  honourable  House  will  take  the 
premises  into  consideration,  and  erect  Barracks  in  the  said 
town,  capable  of  containing  four  or  five  hundred  men. 

Ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 
The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  an  es- 
timate of  the  expense  of  levying  a  body  of  fifteen  hundred 
Men,  and  victualling  and  paying  them  for  one  year,  report- 
ed a  draft  for  that  purpose ;  which  was  read  by  order,  and 
is  as  follows,  viz : 

Estimate  of  the  Pay  and  Subsistence  of  fifteen  hundred 
Men  for  one  month. 


Two  Battalions  of  Rifleman  : 

Per  Month. 

1  Colonel,  at  50  dollars, $50 

2  Lieutenant-Colonels,  at  40  dollars,  each,  80 
2  Majors,  at  33^  dollars, 66§ 

12  Captains,  at  26§  dollars, 320 

24  First  and  Second  Lieutenants,  at  18  dol- 
lars,    -     -     -    -     432 

12  Third  Lieutenants,  at  13^  dollars,     -     -  160 

48  Sergeants,  at  8  dollars,       -     -     -     .     .  384 

12  Fifers,  at  7  J  dollars, 88 

12  Drummers,  at  7J  dollars,    -----  88 

1  Quartermaster,  at  18J  dollars,      -     -     .  18J 

2  Adjutants,  at  18J  dollars,        ...    -  36§ 


2  Syrgeons,  at  25  dollars,      -     -    -    .     .  50 

2  Surgeons'  Mates,  at  13J  dollars,  -     -     -  26"J 

1   Chaplain,  at  20  dollars,      <    -     .     -     -  20 

867  Privates,  at  5  dollars, 4,335 

1000  f6,155J 
1087  Rations,  (firing  included,)  at  nine  Pence 
per  day,  is  £1,222  17*.  6d.  per  month, 

which  is  etjual  to--------  ^3,261 

$9,4 16  J 
One  Battalion  of  Musket-men  : 

1  Colonel,  at  50  dollars, $50 

1  Lieutenant-Colonel,  at  40  dollars,      -     -  40 

1  Major,  at  33J  dollars, 33J 

8  Captains,  at  26§  dollars,  each,     -     -    -  213 J 

8  Lieutenants,  at  18  dollars,       -     -     -     -  144 

8  Ensigns,  at  13J  dollars, 106§ 

16  Sergeants,  at  8  dollars,       .     -     -     .     -  128 

16  Corporals,  at  7^  dollars,     -----  117J 

8  Fifes,  at  7J  dollars, 581 

8  Di-ums,  at  7J  dollars, 58§ 

1  Quartermaster,  at  18 J  dollars,      -     -     -  18J 

1  Adjutant,  at  18J  doUai-s, 18J^ 

1  Surgeon,  at  25  dollars,        -----  25 

1  Surgeon's  Mate,  at  13J  dollars,    -     -     -  13J 

1  Chaplain,  at  20  dollars, 20 

420  Privates,  at  5  dollars, 2,100 

500  $3,145 
549  Rations,  (firing  included,)  at  nine  Pence 
per  day,  is  £636  per  month,  which  is  equal 

to $1,680 


The  two  Battalions  of  Riflemen, 
Total  per  month,    -    -    -    -     - 


$4,825 
9,4164 

$14,24U 


Twelve  months'    Pay  and  Subsistence  for 

1500  Men,  at  $14,241^  per  month,       -     $170,896 
Raising  1407  Men,  at  $14  each,    -     -     -  1,876 


$172,772 
Equal  to  £64,789  10s.  of  Pennsylvania  Currency. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  foregoing  estimate,  the  following 
questions  were  called  for,  and  put  by  the  Speaker,  viz : 

First.  Whether  the  House  will  levy  and  take  into  pay, 
fifteen  hundred  men,  (officers  included,)  for  the  immediate 
defence  of  this  Province  ? 

Carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Secondly.  Whether  the  said  men  shall  be  entided  to 
serve  till  the  1st  day  of  January,  1778,  subject  to  be  dis- 
charged at  any  time  upon  the  advance  of  a  montli's  pay  to 
each  man  ? 

The  Members  dividing  equally  on  this  question,  the  cast- 
ing vote  was  given  by  the  Speaker  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  March  6,  1776, 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  divers  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
JSorthumherland  was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting 
forth,  That  many  of  the  Petitioners  have  taken  money  from 
the  Province  ujwn  loan  ;  and,  as  a  security  that  such  money 
should  be  refunded  at  different  times,  agreeable  to  an  act 
of  Assembly  of  the  said  Province,  have  mortgaged  their 
landed  estates ;  that,  at  the  time  the  Petitioners  gave  such 
security,  they  were  by  no  means  apprehensive  of  the  trou- 
bles which  have  since  arisen  on  the  Continent,  but  hoped 
they  would  have  been  able  to  make  their  payments  accord- 
ing to  their  contracts ;  that  the  total  stagnation  of  trade,  and, 
of  consequence,  no  moneys  circulating,  especially  in  such  an 
infant  County,  at  present  prevents  their  being  able  to  com- 
ply with  the  terms  ujxju  which  they  have  received  money 
out  of  the  Loan-Office ;  that  the  time  at  which  the  first 
payment  ought  to  have  been  made,  as  well  as  the  time  of 
indulgence  allowed  by  the  Trustees  since  tlie  day  of  pay- 
ment, are  expired ;  that,  if  sale  should  be  made  of  the  es- 
tates of  such  of  the  Petitioners  as  have  received  money  in 
the  present  situation  of  afTaii-s,  they  would  not  bring  one- 
sixth  part  of  their  real  value ;  that,  in  case  a  sale  should  be 


677 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY,  MARCH,  1776. 


678 


ordered  of  such  estates  as  are  so  mortgaged,  a  taxation  of 
the  County  will  ensue,  which  must  unavoidahly,  amidst  the 
variety  of  other  taxes,  involve  the  whole  country  in  ruin ; 
that  the  Petitioners  arc  willing  to  do  every  act  in  their  power, 
by  their  industry,  to  pay  off  and  discharge  on  their  parts 
what  is  required  of  them ;  and  pray  the  honourable  House 
will  grant  them  such  indulgence  and  relief,  as  the  particu- 
larity of  their  case  may  appear  to  deserve. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Representation  from  John  Secord,  in  behalf  of  him- 
self and  other  Inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  at  or  near  Wyo- 
ming; a  Memorial  from  a  number  of  Inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Northumberland,  respecting  the  Wyoming  dis- 
putes, and  sundry  other  papers  relative  to  that  subject ;  were 
presented  to  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  their  vote  of 
yesterday,  for  levying  and  taking  into  pay  fifteen  hundred 
rnen  for  the  defence  of  tliis  Province ;  and  having  spent  some 
time  therein. 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  of  the  said  Levies  be  Rifle- 
men, and  divided  into  two  Battalions,  of  five  hundred  men 
each. 

Resolved,  That  the  remaining  five  hundred  of  the  said 
Levies  be  a  Battalion  of  Musket-men. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Officers 
requisite  for  the  three  Battalions  to  be  raised  in  this  Pro- 
vince, and 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Rifle  Battalions  have  one  Colo- 
nel, and  that  each  Battalion  consist  of  six  Companies,  to  be 
officered  with  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  one  Major,  six  Cap- 
tains, eighteen  Lieutenants,  twenty-four  Sergeants,  six  Fifes, 
six  Drums,  one  Adjutant,  two  Surgeons,  and  one  Quarter- 
master ;  seventy  two  Rank  and  File. 

Resolved,  That  the  Battalion  of  Musket-men  consist  of 
eight  Companies,  to  be  officered  with  one  Colonel,  one 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  one  Major,  eight  Captains,  eight  Lieu- 
tenants, eight  Ensigns,  sixteen  Sergeants,  sixteen  Corporals, 
eight  Fifes,  eight  Drums,  one  Adjutant,  two  Surgeons,  and 
one  Quartermaster ;  fifty-two  Privates. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  March  7,  1776, 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the 
County  of  Bedford,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Feeemen  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met. 

"  We  think  it  our  duty,  as  Members  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  of  the  County  of  Bedford,  humbly  to  repre- 
sent to  the  honourable  House  the  peculiar  situation  of  that 
County ;  by  reason  of  which,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  the 
unusual  request  which  we,  in  behalf  of  the  Associators  within 
the  same,  are  now  going  to  make,  will  not  appear  altogether 
unreasonable. 

"  Our  County  is  new,  and  on  the  frontiers ;  its  inhabitants 
few,  and  scattered  amongst  the  mountains ;  by  reason  of 
which,  they  are  under  much  greater  inconveniences  and  dif- 
ficulties in  associating  and  mustering  than  those  of  the  more 
interior  parts  of  the  country,  having  frequently  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  to  ride  for  that  purpose.  This  must  necessarily 
take  up  much  of  their  time,  which,  on  account  of  their 
being  mostly  new  settlers,  is  a  peculiar  loss  and  hardship  on 
them,  as  it  is  almost  their  only  treasure.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing these  circumstances,  we  can,  with  great  tnith  and 
pleasure,  assure  the  honourable  House  that  they  are  not  only 
as  unanimous  in  their  patriotick  principles,  but  as  constant  at 
their  exercise  as  any  in  the  Province,  who  have  none  of  their 
disadvantages  to  encounter ;  besides,  several  of  the  officers 
and  Companies  have  been  at  a  pecuniary  expense  in  paying 
fuglemen,  drummers,  fifers,  and  for  drams,  &.C.,  whicli  they 
could  ill  afford ;  and  others  of  them,  for  this  reason,  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  procure  these  articles,  nor  to  be  taught 
the  exercise  so  completely  as  they  could  wish.     By  reason 


of  our  remote  and  scattered  situation,  it  is  often  imixwsible 
for  us  to  receive  the  necessary  information  in  time  to  enable 
us  to  regulate  ourselves  according  to  the  modes  recommended 
to  the  Counties  to  transact  their  business  in;  to  this  cause 
it  IS  owing,  that  we  could  not  comply  with  the  advertisement 
published  some  time  ago  respecting  these  articles.  It  will, 
perhaps,  be  said,  Let  them  (such  as  have  not  already  done 
it)  buy  and  supply  themselves  with  such  articles  in  the  same 
rnanner  the  other  Coimties  have  done,  and  then  let  them  de- 
liver in  their  accounts  of  the  expenses  incurred,  and  they 
will  be  paid  in  the  same  regular  manner.  However  trifling 
such  expense  may  appear,  yet  we  are  well  convinced  that 
it  is  out  of  the  power  of  many  of  them  to  advance  money 
sufficient  for  such  purpose.  By  this  confession,  our  County 
will  perhaps  appear  too  insignificant  to  merit  any  attention 
or  encouragement.  To  those  altogether  unacquainted  with 
the  situation  of  a  frontier  and  new  settlement,  this  would 
appear  to  be  the  case ;  but  when  it  is  remembered  that,  upon 
a  late  demand,  we,  in  a  few  days,  raised  and  sent  off"a  Com- 
pany of  Riflemen  ;  that  the  greatest  number  of  our  inhabi- 
tants are  inured  to  hardship,  and  that  many  of  them  were 
in  the  service  in  the  late  war,  particularly  against  the  In- 
dians ;  these  circumstances  will,  we  believe  entitle  us  to 
some  regard.  We,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the 
honourable  House,  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
empower  the  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  Associators  within  the  Province,  to  draw  on  their  Trea- 
surer in  favour  of  your  Petitioners,  or  of  such  other  persons 
in  the  County  as  may  be  thought  most  proper,  for  such  a  sum 
of  money  as  will  answer  in  some  measure  these  necessary 
purposes  ;  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  delivered  to  be  answer- 
able for  it ;  the  accounts  sent  down  properly  authenticated, 
in  a  limited  time,  and  subject  to  the  same  control  as  the  other 
Associators'  accounts  have  been  ;  and  if  it  appear  that  the 
persons  who  shall  receive  the  money  have  paid  it  where 
they  ought  not,  they  to  be  answerable  in  the  first  instance. 
We  should  not  think  it  necessary  that  much  more  than  half 
the  sum  paid  to  an  equal  number  of  Companies  in  any  other 
part  of  the  Province  should  be  advanced,  as  we  think  that 
will  answer  every  valuable  purpose.  We  hope  our  request 
will  appear  the  more  equitable,  when  (added  to  the  reasons 
arising  fi-om  our  situation)  it  is  considered  that,  at  a  future 
day,  we  will  have  to  pay  our  proportional  part  of  the  very 
large  sums  paid  to  most  of  the  other  Associators  in  the  Pro- 
vince ;  and,  indeed,  our  people  will  urge  this  point  sp  strongly 
to  us,  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  up  that  spirit  of 
unanimity,  and  that  readiness  to  lend  their  little  aid  in  time 
of  need,  in  conjunction  with  their  more  powerful  compa- 
triots ;  but  they  will  become  languid  and  indifferent,  if  they 
see  that  no  regard  is  paid  to  their  situation,  when  they  feel 
that  those  advantages  are  denied  to  them,  which  it  is  out  of 
their  power  to  obtain  by  the  same  method  which  those  did 
who  were  not  under  their  local  and  other  disadvantages. 
We  had  twenty  Companies  returned  to  us,  which  are  to  be 
formed  into  two  Battalions  ;  the  reason  this  was  not  sooner 
done,  was,  that  we  delayed  it  till  we  should  receive  the 
Articles  of  Association  for  them  to  sign,  which  they  are  now 
doing. 

"  As  we  have  no  other  view  in  this  representation  than  a 
faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  we  pray  the 
honourable  House  will  not  construe  the  only  means  we  could 
think  of  to  answer  the  end,  into  an  offence.  We  shall  be 
ready,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  to  do  our  parts  in  carry- 
ing into  execution  any  other  method  that  may  be  proposed, 
if  the  prayer  of  our  Petition  shall  be  thought  improper ; 
which  the  honourable  House  will  be  pleased  to  take  into 
their  consideration.    And  their  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound, 

"    ^'       '  "  George  Woods,  Chairman. 

"  Thomas  Smith." 

Sundiy  Petitions  and  Recommendations  from  the  Coun- 
ties of  Lancaster  and  Northumberland,  having  been  pre- 
sented at  the  table  in  behalf  of  John  Morrow,  fVilliam  Hay, 
James  Crouch,  Wlliam  MacJcey,  Hawkins  Boon,  William 
Caldwell,  and  Robert  King,  as  persons  suitable  for  Officers 
in  the  Rifle  Battalions  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  this 
Province ;  the  House  took  the  same  into  consideration ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein, 

Resolved,  That  John  Morrow,  of  Lancaster  County,  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  a  Captain  in  one  of  tlie  Rifle 
Battalions  to  be  formed  for  the  above  service. 
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Resolved,  That  the  settlement  of  rank  in  the  Battalions 
to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  this  Colony,  be  referred  to 
future  consideratiOh. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  consideration  and  appoint- 
ment of  OfTicers  for  the  new  Levies. 

Resolved,  That  James  Marshall,  of  the  County  of  Lan- 
caster, be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  a  Captain  in  one  of 
the  said  Rifle  Battalions. 

The  House  adjourned  to  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  March  8,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Petition,  signed  by  a  great  number  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read,  praying  a  more  adequate  representation  in  Assembly. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  last  Tuesday  being  read. 

Tile  House  took  into  consideration  the  Petitions  before 
them  from  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  several  of  the  back 
Counties,  for  an  increase  of  Members  to  represent  them  in 
the  Assembly  of  this  Province  ;  and,  after  a  debate  of  con- 
siderable length,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
before  them-in  the  morning ;  and,  after  further  debate  thereon, 

Resolved,  (upon  the  question,)  That  four  additional 
Representatives  in  Assembly  be  allowed  to  the  City  of 
Philadelphia ;  two  additional  Representatives  to  each  of 
the  Counties  of  Lancaster,  York,  Cumberland,  Berks,  and 
Northampton;  and  one  additional  Representative  to  each 
of  the  Counties  of  Bedford,  Northumberland,  and  West- 
moreland. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Rodman, 
Mr.  Jacobs,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr. 
Chreist,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Dougherty,  Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr. 
Thompson,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  allowing  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  certain  Coun- 
ties of  this  Province,  such  additional  Members  in  Assembly 
as  are  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Resolve. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  March  9,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  and  resuming 
the  consideration  of  Officers  for  the  new  Levies, 

Resolved,  That  William  Rankin,  of  York  County  ;  Wil- 
liam Peoples,  of  Cumberland  County ;  Henry  Chreist,  Jun., 
of  Berks  County ;  Henry  Shade,  of  Northampton  County ; 
Richard  Brown,  of  Bedford  County  ;  Caspar  Weitzell,  of 
Northumberland  County ;  and  Joseph  Irwin,  of  Westmore- 
land County,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Captains 
in  the  Rifle  Battalions  to  be  formed  for  the  service  of  this 
Province. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Grubb, 
and  Mr.  Montgomery,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring 
in  a  draft  of  Instructions  for  Recruiting  Officers. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.M.  _ 

Monday,  March  U,  1776,  P.  M. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  increase  the  number  of  Representatives  in  Assembly  for 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Counties  of  Lancaster, 
York,  Cumberland,  Berks,  Northampton,  Bedford,  North- 
umberland, and  Westmoreland,  reported  they  had  essayed 
a  draft  for  that  purpose,  which  they  presented  to  the  Chair ; 
and  the  same  being  read  the  first  time,  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  for  a  second  reading. 

Upon  motion,  the  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence for  the  County  of  Bedford  was  again  read  ;  and, 
after  some  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  settling  the  Battalion 
Accounts  draw  an  order  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  for  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  payable  to  Barnard  Dough- 
erty, Esq.,  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  Drums  and  Co- 
lours for  the  use  of  the  Association  in  the  said  County  of 


Bedford,  and  to  be  accounted  for  with  said  Committee  by 
tile  Field-Officers  of  the  said  Association. 

It  being  represented  to  the  House  by  the  Speaker  that 
some  doubts  have  been  entertained  by  the  Commissioners 
and  Township  and  Ward  Assessors  of  the  several  Counties, 
whether  they  arc  to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  the  duties 
enjoined  by  the  Resolves  of  Assembly  of  the  25th  of  No- 
vember  last,  respecting  their  making  out  lists,  and  levying 
Taxes  on  Non-Associators  in  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  the  Comiiiissionei-s  and  Assessors  within 
this  Province  proceed  with  all  diligence  and  fidelity  in  the 
execution  of  the  respective  duties  required  of  them  by  the 
above-mentioned  Resolves,  without  waiting  for  any  further 
notice. 

A  Petition  from  the  Privates  of  the  First  Battalion  of 
Militia  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  follows  in  these  words,  viz : 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 

the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 

met. 
"  The  Petition  of  the  Privates  of  the  First  Battalion  of 

Militia  in  Cumberland  County,  most  humbly  showeth  : 

"  That  your  Petitioners,  desirous  of  exerting  themselves 
in  defence  of  American  liberty  against  the  tyranny  of  a  cruel 
and  desolating  enemy,  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  honour- 
able House  some  amendments,  which  they  wish  to  have  made 
in  the  Articles  of  Association  framed  at  your  last  sitting,  in 
order  that  they  may  sign  them  with  that  freedom  which 
every  true  patriot  and  friend  to  American  liberty  ought  to 
feel  himself  possessed  of:  without  which  amendments,  the 
liberties  of  the  Privates  of  the  Association  appear  to  be,  in 
a  great  measure,  taken  away. 

"  First.  The  time  of  keeping  the  Associators  out  on  ac- 
tual service  is  nowhere  limited,  either  in  the  Rules  or  Arti- 
cles of  Association  ;  which,  your  Petitioners  apprehend,  puts 
them  in  a  worse  situation  than  the  inlisted  Troops.  We 
submit  it  to  the  wisdom  of  the  honourable  House  whether 
two  or  three  months  are  not  sufficient  to  keep  out  any  party 
of  Associators  at  one  time,  until  relieved  by  others  at  the 
call  of  the  Assembly,  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

"  Secondly.  The  Articles,  as  they  now  stand,  establish 
all  the  officers  of  the  Association  during  life,  or  until  other- 
wise removed  by  resignation,  promotion,  or  broken  by  the 
sentence  of  a  General  Court  of  Associators.  We  ■\*ould 
pray  the  honourable  House  to  reconsider  this  matter,  and 
see  if  it  is  not  more  agreeable  to  the  rights  of  freemen  and 
the  Constitution  of  this  Province,  that  all  Military  Officers, 
not  exceeding  the  rank  of  a  Colonel  of  a  Battalion,  should 
be  voted  in  by  ballot  annually,  in  the  same  manner  as  Mem- 
bers of  Assembly,  Sheriffs,  and  other  civil  Officers ;  the 
Field-Officers,  Standard-bearer,  and  Adjutant,  by  the  Bat- 
talion at  large  ;  and  the  Officers  of  a  Troop  or  Company  by 
the  Troop  or  Company.  Your  Petitioners  are  of  opinion 
that  officers  voted  in  in  this  manner  would  by  no  means 
be  liable  to  disgrace  upon  the  promotion  of  otliei-s  in  their 
room,  as  their  going  out  of  office  might  not  be  for  any  bad 
conduct  alleged  against  them,  but  in  order  to  serve  others 
equally  worthy  of  notice  ;  for  annual  election  is  so  essentially 
necessary  to  the  liberty  of  freemen,  that  your  Petitioners 
hope  the  honourable  House  will  be  careful  not  to  deprive 
their  constituents  of  it. 

"  Thirdly.  Your  Petitioners  humbly  conceive  that  the 
Regimental  and  General  Courts  of  Associators  should  con- 
sist of  an  equal  number  of  Officers  and  Court-Associators, 
(one  of  the  said  officei'S  to  be  President,)  as  we  can  see  no 
reason  why  there  should  be  a  superior  number  of  officers 
in  the  said  Courts ;  because  officers  and  jirivates  of  the 
Association,  being  engaged  in  the  same  cause,  ought  to  have 
the  same  mode  of  trial,  be  the  offence  what  it  will. 

"  Fourthly.  The  thirty-first  article  of  Association  enjoins 
the  Associators  to  be  subject  to  all  the  Rules  and  Articles 
already  made  by  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  for 
the  government  of  the  Continental  Troops  when  called  by 
the  Assembly,  or  the  Committee  of  Safety  in  recess  of  As- 
sembly, into  actual  service.  Your  Petitioners  pray  that  the 
honourable  House  would  please  to  amend  said  article  by 
allowing  the  Associators  to  be  tried  for  all  offences  and 
crimes,  of  which  they  may  be  guilty,  as  mentioned  in  the 
said  Rules  and  Articles  when  on  actual  service,  in  the  same 
way  as  is  proposed  above,  viz :  by  an  equal  number  of  their 
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own  officers  and  court-associators ;  and,  where  the  punish- 
ment directed  by  said  rules  and  artichjs  is  to  be  whip])ing, 
and  the  crime  not  made  felony  by  the  civil  law,  that  the 
delinquent  shall  have  it  in  his  power  to  evade  such  whip- 
ping by  paying  a  certain  fine — such  as  the  wisdom  of  the 
honourable  House  shall  point  out,  and  in  such  time  as  shall 
be  thought  proper  after  conviction.  This  indulgence,  your 
Petitioners  apprehend,  will  not  be  attended  with  any  bad 
consequences  to  the  Army,  as  the  Associators  are  on  a  dif- 
ferent footing  from  the  Continental  Troops,  and  may,  through 
inadvertency  or  ignorance,  bo  guilty  of  an  offence  that  would 
subject  them  to  a  punishment  which  would  be  a  lasting  stain 
to  them  and  their  family,  more  especially  if  they  have  been 
of  any  repute  at  home. 

"  Lastly.  Your  Petitioners  pray  the  honourable  House  to 
consider  the  inequality  of  fines  respecting  Non-Associators  ; 
the  grievances  whereof  are  so  great  and  many,  that  it  would 
be  giving  you  too  much  trouble  to  enumerate  them,  as  we 
are  well  assured  they  are  fully  laid  before  the  honourable 
House  in  a  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the 
City  and  Suburbs  of  Philadelphia,  and,  perhaps,  by  other 
Committees. 

"  Your  Petitioners  most  humbly  pray  the  honourable 
House  to  take  these  matters  into  their  most  serious  conside- 
ration, and  grant  the  amendments  herein  proposed,  or  such 
redress  of  the  grievances  we  complain  of  as  to  their  wisdom 
shall  appear  right.  And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound, 
will  pray. 

"  Signed  in  behalf  of  the  twelve  Companies  of  the  First 
Battalion  of  Militia  in  Cumberland  County ,  by  order  of  De- 
legates from  each  of  the  said  Companies. 

"Jonathan  Hoge, 
"  William  Lyon, 
"  Henry  Makinly, 
"John  Creigh, 
"  William  Brown, 
"  Hugh  McCormick, 
"  Robert  Whitehill, 
"  Committee  of  Correspondence." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  draft 
of  Instructions  for  Recruiting  Officers,  reported  an  essay  for 
that  purpose ;  which  was  read  by  order,  and  referifd  to  fur- 
ther consideration. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  March  12,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  (dated  the 
6th  instant)  from  the  Committee  of  Berks  County,  respect- 
ing the  Arms  directed  to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  said 
County,  and  some  other  publick  mattei-s ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  the  Petition  from  the  Privates  of  the  First 
Battalion  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Cumberland  was  again 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  formed  by  the  House  for  the  better 
government  of  the  Military  Association. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  draft  of  In- 
structions for  Recruiting  Officers ;  which,  being  read  by  para- 
graphs, and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  was  transcribed,  and 
follows  in  these  words,  viz: 

Instructions  for  recruiting  Riflemen  in  the  service  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

1st.  You  are  to  inlist  no  man  who  is  not  able-bodied, 
healthy,  and  active  ;  nor  any  whose  attachment  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  this  Province,  and  o(  America  in  general, 
you  have  any  cause  to  suspect. 

2dly.  You  are  to  have  great  regard  to  sobriety  and  moral 
character  in  general. 

3dly.  You  are  to  take  the  utmost  care,  as  you  value  your 
office  and  the  esteem  of  your  country,  that  you  inlist  no  man 
who  is  not  provided  with  a  good  rifle-gun,  perfectly  fit  for 
service,  and  very  expert  in  the  use  of  it. 

4thly.  You  are  not  to  inlist  any  indented  servant,  nor, 
without  the  leave  of  his  master  or  mistress,  any  apprentice. 

.5thly.  You  will  take  notice  that  the  Colonel  of  the  Bat- 
talion, or  some  person  to  be  appointed  by  him,  is  to  inspect 
your  men,  and  to  reject  such  as  do  not  answer  to  your  in- 
structions. 


Stilly.  Every  man  is  to  be  inlistcd  by  his  taking  and  sub- 
scribing, before  some  Justice  of  the  Peace,  an  oath  or  affir- 
mation in  the  following  words,  to  wit:  "  I,  A  B,  voluntarily 
inlisted  a  soldier  until  the  1st  day  o(  January,  1778,  unless 
sooner  discharged,  in  the  Troops  ordered  to  be  raised  by 
the  Assembly  o( Pennsylvania,  and  subjecting  myself  to  such 
rules  and  articles  as  are,  or  shall  be,  made  or  directed  by  tlic 
said  Assembly  for  regulating  and  governing  the  said  Troops, 
do  solemnly that,  in  diis  service,  I  will  truly  and  faith- 
fully obey  the  present  and  any  Assen\bly  of  this  Colony, 
and,  in  their  recess,  any  Committee  of  Safety  by  them  ap- 
pointed, for  the  time  behig,  and,  in  pursuance  of  their  direc- 
tion and  command,  such  officers  as  shall  be  placed  in 
authority  over  diem ;  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  Province,  and  of  Ame- 
rica in  general ;  and  will  oppose  and  resist  any  force  or  ene- 
mies that  shall  act  or  be  employed  against  them."  So  help 
me .       . 

7thly.  You  are  to  use  all  diligence  in  completing  your 
company,  and  report  to  your  Colonel. 

8thly.  You  shall  be  allowed  ten  shillings  per  week  for 
the  subsistence  of  every  recruit  till  they  arrive  at  their  sta- 
tions, and  ten  shillings  for  every  man  you  inlist  who  shall 
be  approved  on  inspection,  besides  such  subsistence  money 
and  your  pay. 

9thly.  You  are  to  furnish  eaclj  of  the  subalterns  of  your 
company  with  a  copy  of  these  Instructions,  who  are  to  ex- 
ert themselves  in  recruiting. 

lOthly.  That  each  soldier,  when  inlisted,  and  having 
taken  the  foregoing  qualification,  shall  receive  a  month's 
pay  advance. 

llthly.  That  the  men  be  inlisted  to  serve  till  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1778;  to  find  themselves  arms  and  clothing; 
and  to  be  subject  to  be  discharged  at  any  time,  upon  the 
advance  of  a  month's  pay  to  each  man,  over  and  above  the 
sum  that  may  be  due  to  him. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House : 

John  Morton,  Speaker. 
To ,  Esq.,  Captain  of  the Company  of 

Riflemen,  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  Petition  from  divers  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Cum- 
berland, was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth 
that  the  Petitioners,  last  year,  mortgaged  their  lands  in  the 
General  Land  Office  of  this  Province,  with  a  prospect  of 
repaying  the  money  tliey  borrowed,  agreeable  to  the  terms 
stipulated ;  but  that  the  distressing  situation  of  publick  af- 
fairs (which  prevents  selling  the  produce  of  their  plantations, 
their  stock,  or  other  property,  whereby  they  expected  to 
raise  money)  has  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  comply  with 
their  contracts  within  the  times  limited  by  law ;  that  the  Pe- 
titioners, therefore,  pray  the  House  will  suspend  the  execu- 
tion of  the  law  till  a  revival  of  trade  shall  enable  them  to 
dispose  of  their  effects,  when  they  will  most  cheerfully,  with- 
out any  compulsion,  perform  their  respective  agreements. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  divers  Inhabitants  in  and  near  the  Town- 
ships of  Whitehall  and  Salisbury,  in  the  County  of  North- 
ampton, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  fordi 
that  the  Petitioners  conceive  tlie  articles  for  regulating  the 
Associators  in  this  Province  are  very  unequal,  as  those  who 
do  not  join  with  them  are  put  to  no  expense  in  providing 
themselves  with  anns  and  accoutrements,  and  have  only  the 
trifling  sum  of  fifty  shillings  to  pay  yearly  ;  that,  for  this  rea- 
son, many  of  the  inhabitants  still  neglect  to  sign  the  Articles 
of  Association,  by  which  means  the  publick  cause  suffers. 
That  the  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  the  honourable 
House  to  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  make 
such  further  Rules  and  Regulations  as  shall  render  the  pub- 
lick defence  less  burdensome  to  individuals. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  appointment 
of  Officers  for  the  new  Levies  in  the  Rifle  service. 

And  Resolved,  That  Andrew  Long,  of  Bucks  County, 
Peter  Grubb,  Jun.,  of  Lancaster  County,  and  Lewis  Farmer, 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Captains  m  the  said  service. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 
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Wednesday,  March  13,  1776. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  and,  taking 
into  consideration  the  Bill  intituled  "  An  Act  to  increase 
the  number  of  Representatives  in  Assembly  for  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  and  in  the  several  Counties  therein  named," 
the  question  was  called  for,  and  put  by  the  Speaker,  whether 
the  blank  in  the  first  clause  of  the  said  Bill  shall  be  filled  with 
the  words  "  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April  next  ?"  Carried  in 
tlie  affinnative. 


Yea: 
Mr.  Hillegas, 
Mr.  Polta, 
Mr.  Miles, 
Mr.  Parker, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Rittenliouse, 
Mr.  Rodman, 

JVay. 
Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Roberts, 
Mr.  Fouike, 
Mr.  Chapman, 


Yeas. 


Yea), 


Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Bartholomew,  Mr.  Chrcist, 

Mr.  Grubb,  Mr.  Kachlein, 

Mr.  Slough,  Mr.  Taylor, 

Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Dougherty, 

Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Swoope,  Mr.  Thompson. 

Mr.  Twining,  Mr.  Jacobs, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Humphreys, 

Mr.  Jenks,  Mr.  Webb. 
Mr.  Pearson, 


The  said  Bill  having  been  read  the  second  time,  and  de- 
bated by  paragraphs,  the  question  was  called  for,  and  put 
by  the  Speaker,  whether  it  shall  be  transcribed  for  a  third 
reading  ?     Carried  in  the  affirmative. 


Yeae. 
Mr.  Hillegas, 
Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Potts, 
Mr.  Miles, 
Mr.  Parker, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Rittenhouse, 
Mr.  Rodman, 

JVat/s. 

Mr.  Roberts, 
Mr.  Brown, 
Mr.  Fouike, 


Yeat. 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 
Mr.  Bartholomew, 
Mr.  Jacobs, 
Mr.  Grubb, 
Mr.  Slough, 
Mr.  Ross, 
Mr.  Ewing, 
Mr.  Swoope, 

JVayt, 

Mr.  Chapman, 
Mr.  Twining, 
Mr.  Jenks, 


Yeas. 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Mr.  Chreist, 
Mr.  Kachlein, 
Mr.  Taylor, 
Mr.  Dougherty, 
Mr.  Hunter, 
Mr.  Thompson. 

JVays, 

Mr.  Pearson, 
Mr.  Webb. 


and  in  the  several  Counties  therein  named,"  being  tran- 
scribed according  to  order,  and  read  the  third  time,  the 
question  was  called  for,  and  ])ut  by  the  Speaker,  whether 
the  said  Bill  shall  pass  the  House,  and  be  sent  to  the  Go- 
vemour?     Carried  in  the  affirmative. 


The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  fi-om  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  which  was  read  by  order,  and  follows 
in  these  words,  viz : 

"In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  March  13,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  A  company  of  soldiers  being  on  their  march  to 
the  southward,  General  Lee,  under  whose  orders  they  are, 
has  applied  to  this  Board  to  settle  the  rates  they  are  to  pay 
for  their  accommodation  on  the  road.  The  Board  dismissed 
the  application,  as  not  being  competent  to  the  business  ;  but 
as  such  cases  will  frequently  happen  in  the  course  of  the 
war,  and  the  unsettled  prices  be  a  fruitful  source  of  conten- 
tion between  landlords  and  soldiers,  they  submit  to  your 
honourable  House  whether  it  is  not  an  object  worthy  of 
their  attention  to  determine  what  rates  are  reasonable  to  be 
paid  by  all  the  American  Troops  on  their  march  through  this 
Province.  I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"John  Nixon,  Chairman. 
"To  John  Morton,  Esq." 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  Field-Officers 
for  the  three  Battalions  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  this 
Province. 

And  Resolved,  That  Samuel  ]\Itles,  Esq.,  of  the  County 
of  Philadelphia,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  Colonel  of 
the  two  Rifle  Battalions ;  and  John  Cadwallader,  Esq.,  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Colonel  of  the  Battalion  of  Mus- 
ket-men, to  be  raised  for  the  service  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Daniel  Broadhead,  Esquire,  of  Berks 
County,  James  Piper,  Esq.,  o{  Bedford  County,  and  Caleb 
Parrey,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia  County,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonels  of  the  said  three 
Battalions. 

Resolved,  That  Enion  Williams,  John  Patton,  and  James 
Potts,  Esquires,  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  apjwinted  Majors  of  the  said  three  Battalions. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  March  14,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Tlie  Bill,  intituled  "An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of 
Representatives  in  Assembly  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia, 


Yeat. 

Mr.  Gray, 
Mr.  Potts, 
Mr.  Miles, 
Mr.  Parker, 
Mr.  Rittenhouse, 
Mr.  Rodman, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

JVayt. 
Mr.  Roberts, 
Mr.  Fouike, 
Mr.  Chapman, 


Yeas. 


Yeas. 


Mr.  Bartholomew,       Mr.  Montgomery, 

Mr.  Jacobs,  Mr.  Chreist, 

Mr.  Grubb,  Mr.  Kachlein, 

Mr.  Slough,  Mr.  Taylor, 

Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Dougherty, 

Mr.  Ewing,  Mr.  Hunter, 

Mr.  Swoope,  Mr.  Thompson. 
JVays,  JVays. 

Mr.  Twining,  Mr.  Pearson, 

Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Humphreys, 

Mr.  Jenks,  Mr.  Webb. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rittenhouse  and  Mr.  Montgomery 
wait  on  the  Governour  with  the  said  Bill  for  his  assent  to 
the  same. 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  their  Resolution  of 
the  7th  instant  respecting  the  settlement  of  rank  in  the  Bat- 
talions raising  for  the  service  of  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Miles,  Esq.,  take  rank  as  First 
Colonel  of  the  Pennsylvania  Forces ;  and  that  the  two  Bat- 
talions of  Riflemen  be  formed  into  one  Regiment,  to  be 
commanded  by  the  said  Colonel. 

Resolved,  That  John  Cadvmllader,  Esq.,  take  rank  as 
Second  Colonel  of  the  said  Forces,  and  that  the  Battalion 
of  Musket-raen  be  commanded  by  the  said  Colonel. 

Resolved,  That  James  Piper,  Esq.,  take  rank  as  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel of  the  First  Battalion ;  and  Daniel  Broad- 
head,  Esq.,  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Second  Battalion 
in  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen. 

Resolved,  That  Caleb  Parrey,  Esq.,  take  rank  as  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel of  the  Battalion  of  Musket-men. 

Resolved,  That  Enion  Williams,  Esq.,  take  rank  as  Major 
of  the  First  Battalion,  and  John  Patton,  Esquire,  as  Major 
of  the  Second  Battalion  in  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen. 

Resolved,  That  James  Potts,  Esq.,  take  rank  as  Major  of 
the  Battalion  of  Musket-men. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

•  """■ 

Post  Meridian. 

The  Members  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governour  with 
the  Bill  passed  in  the  forenoon,  reported  they  had  delivered 
the  same  according  to  order,  and  that  his  Honour  was  pleased 
to  say  he  would  take  the  said  Bill  into  immediate  considera- 
tion. 

A  nuinber  of  printed  copies  of  the  Instructions  to  the 
Recruiting  Officers  being  produced  at  the  table,  the  same 
were  signed  by  the  Speaker,  by  order  of  the  House,  and 
delivered  to  Colonel  Miles. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  an  order  for  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  Pounds  be  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas, 
Esq.,  payable  to  Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  to  be  immediately 
applied  to  the  Recruiting  Service. 

And  an  order  being  drawn  at  the  table  accordingly,  was 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  delivered  to  Colonel  Miles. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  March  15,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Resolution  of  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress,  which  was  read  by  order, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  In  Congress,  March  14,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of 
Safety  of  the  United  Colonies,  immediately  to  cause  all  per- 
sons to  be  disamied  within  their  respective  Colonies,  who 
are  notoriously  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America,  or  who 
have  not  associated,  and  refuse  to  associate,  to  defend  by 
arms  these  United  Colonies  against  the  hostile  attempts  of 
the  British  Fleets  and  Armies ;  and  to  apply  the  Arms  taken 
froin  such  persons  in  each  respective  Colony,  in  the  first 
place,  to  the  arming  the  Continental  Troops  raised  in  said 
Colony ;  in  the  next,  to  the  arming  such  Troops  as  are 
raised  by  the  Colony  for  its  own  defence ;  and  the  residue  to 
be  applied  to  the  arming  the  Associators.  That  the  Anns 
when  taken  be  appraised  by  indifferent  persons,  and  such 
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as  are  applied  to  the  anning  Continental  Troops  be  paid  for 
by  Congress,  and  the  residue  by  the  respective  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  or  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety. 
"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  Officers  for 
the  Battalion  of  Musket-men  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of 
this  Province. 

And  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Herbert,  Joseph  Howell, 
Jun.,  Abraham  Dehuff,  Francis  Murray,  Abraham  Mar- 
shall, John  Nice,  Patrick  Andersmi,  and  Feter  Zachary 
Lloyd,  Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Cap- 
tains of  the  said  Battalion. 

It  being  represented  to  the  House,  that  the  Continental 
Troops  at  the  Barracks  of  this  City  are  in  want  of  some 
necessaries  usual  in  Quarters, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  make  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  said  Troops,  and  give  ordei-s 
to  the  Barrackmaster  to  allow  them  the  use  of  such  Bed- 
ding and  other  conveniences  at  the  Barracks  as  have  been 
provided  for  the  Troops  of  this  Province. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 
A  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Mili- 
tary Association  for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Fhiladelphia 
was  presented  to  the  House,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly 
met. 
"  The  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Milita- 
ry Association  for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadel- 
phia, humbly  showeth  : 

"  That  your  Petitioners,  observing  that  this  honourable 
House  had,  in  the  introduction  to  the  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion, expressed  an  intention  of  altering  such  articles,  rules, 
and  resolutions,  respecting  the  Military  Association,  as 
should  be  found  inconvenient ;  and  being  desirous  of  ob- 
taining such  alterations  as  would  give  general  satisfaction 
throughout  the  Province,  and  to  save  this  honourable  House 
the  trouble  of  repeated  applications  for  amendments,  opened 
a  correspondence  with  the  country  Battalions,  to  know 
what  objections  they  had  to  the  Resolutions  of  this  honour- 
able House ;  designing,  if  possible,  to  express  the  sense  of 
the  whole  Province  in  their  Petition.  But  as  these  objec- 
tions did  not  come  to  hand  in  time,  your  Petitioners  request 
this  honourable  House  to  take  the  amendments  proposed  in 
the  enclosed  papers  into  their  serious  consideration,  and 
grant  redress  in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  most  conso- 
naj>t  to  their  wisdom  and  justice.  They  particularly  re- 
commend the  article  to  your  Honours  respecting  the  provi- 
sion which  ought  to  be  made  for  the  support  of  the  families 
of  such  Associators  during  their  absence  on  actual  service, 
whose  maintenance  depends  on  their  labour ;  as  no  man  who 
is  able,  by  his  industry,  to  support  his  wife  and  children, 
could  ever  consent  to  have  them  treated  by  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  as  die  law  directs ;  we  therefore  pray,  that  such  a 
fund  be  fixed  for  their  supply  as  may  be  more  worthy  of 
men  who  are  risking  their  all  in  defence  of  their  country. 
"And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  pray,  &;c. 
"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Privates : 

"William  Adcock,  Chairman." 
The  papers  referred  to  in  the  above  Petition,  containing 
divers  amendments  proposed  by  the  Committees  of  Privates 
of  the  Elk,  or  Fourth  Battalion,  in  Chester  County,  and 
Colonel  Galbreath's  Battalion,  in  Lancaster  County,  to  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  drawn  up  by  the  House  at  their  last 
sitting,  were  read  by  order,  and  referred  to  the  Conmiittee 
of  the  House  appointed  to  consider  and  report  on  sundry 
other  papers  of  the  same  kind. 

An  Account  from  Major  Lewis  Nicola,  Barrackmaster, 
was  produced  at  the  table,  amounting  to  ten  Pounds  twelve 
Shillings  and  two  Pence,  for  disbursements  at  the  Barracks, 
and  the  same  being  allowed  by  the  House,  an  order  was 
drawn  on  Michael  Hillcgas,  Esq.,  for  the  said  sum  in  pay- 
ment thereof. 

The  Govemour,  by  Mr.  Secretary,  returned  the  Bill  in- 
tituled "  An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  Representatives 
in  Assembly  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  seve- 


ral Counties  therein  named,"  and  acquainted  the  House  lie 
should  be  ready  to  pass  the  same  whenever  presented  to 
him  for  that  purpose. 

Two  Accounts  from  Jeremiah  Trexler  and  Adam  Yohe, 
were  laid  before  the  House,  amounting  to  twenty-eight 
Pounds  five  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  for  expenses  in  en- 
tertaining and  conducting  a  number  of  Indians  from  Easton 
to  Philadelphia ;  which,  being  examined,  were  allowed,  and 
an  order  drawn  on  Michael  Hilkgas,  i^q.,  for  payment. 

The  House  then  taking  into  consideration  the  appoint- 
ment of  Subalterns  for  the  Rifle  Regiment, 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Paxton,  Thomas  Bartholomew 
Bowen,  John  Stoner,  John  Clerk,  Jacob  Levan,  John  Da- 
vis, John  Thompson,  JViUiam  Gray,  John  Young,  John 
Spear,  Matthew  Scott,  and  Edward  Thompson,  Esquires, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  First  Lieutenants  m  the 
said  Regiment  of  Riflemen. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  from  Colonel 
John  CadwaUader,  which  was  read,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  viz : 

"Philadelphia,  March  15,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  the  honourable  House  of  As- 
sembly have  thought  proper  to  appoint  me  a  Colonel  (se- 
cond in  command)  in  the  Provincial  service.  I  am  very 
sensible  of  the  honour  conferred  on  me ;  but  as  the  House 
have  not  granted  my  request,  (which  was  the  command  of 
the  First  Battalion,)  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the 
House  that  I  decline  accepting  the  appointment. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient,  very 
humble  servant,  &c.,  John  Cadwallader. 

"  To  the  Hon.  John  Morton,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  honour- 
able House  of  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania." 
The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  March  16,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  and  proceed- 
ing in  the  appointment  of  Subalterns  for  the  Regiment  of 
Riflemen, 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Maise,  Thomas  Gourley,  Jost 
Treisbach,  Robert  McPherson,  John  Perrin,  John  Carpen- 
ter, John  Robb,  James  Hamilton,  John  Shannon,  Joseph 
Finley,  John  Bums,  and  Jam£s  Camagan,  Esquires,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Second  Lieutenants  in  the 
said  Regiment. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  an  extract  of  a  Let- 
ter from  Zebulon  Butler,  Esq.,  of  Westmoreland,  dated  the 
2Sth  of  February  last,  with  the  Depositions  of  Jeremiah 
Bickford  and  John  Shewfert,  relative  to  the  late  distur- 
bances at  Wyoming;  which  were  read,  and 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Applications  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Broadhead  and 
Major  Coats,  for  the  command  of  the  Battalion  of  Musket- 
men,  now  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Cadwalla- 
der, were  presented  to  the  House  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.M.  _ 

Monday,  March  18,  1776,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  twenty -five  Members,  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  and  a  quorum  not  appearing,  they  adjourned 
to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1776. 

A  quorum  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration 
certain  Resolutions  of  Congress,  sent  down  to  the  House, 
reported  a  draft  of  sundry  Resolves  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  several  interesting  matters  recommended  by  Con- 
gress ;  which  draft  was  read  by  order,  and  referred  to  fur- 
ther consideration. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  nomination  of  Subalterns 
for  the  Rifle  Regiment,  and 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Stake,  Stephen  Hanna,  William 
Barnit,  John  Dungan,  Abraham  Smith,  Thomas  Boyd, 
Joseph  Jacquet,  Charles  Taylor,  Daniel  Topham,  Robert 
Campbell,  David  Sloan,  and  George  Grant,  Gentlemen,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Third  Lieutenants  in  tlie 
said  Regiment. 
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It  beint;  represented  to  the  House  tliat  Thomas  Paxton, 
of  Bedford  County,  is  an  improper  person  for  a  Lieutenan- 
cy in  tiie  Rifle  service,  to  which  he  was  appointed  on  the 
15th  instant, 

Resolved,  That  James  Francis  Moore,  of  the  said  County, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  said 
Regiment,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Paxton  aforesaid. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  Pounds  be  drawn  on  Michael  Ilillcgas,  Esq., 
payable  to  Lieutenant-Colon(!l  Parrey,  to  be  applied  to  the 
service  of  recruiting  Men  for  the  Musket  Battalion. 

And  an  order  being  drawn  accordingly  at  the  table, 
the  same  was  signed  by  the  Speaker,  and  delivered  to 
Colonel  Parrey. 

The  House  being  informed  that  William  Rankin,  Esq., 
of  York  County,  appointed  a  Captain  in  the  Rifle  service, 
has  resigned  his  Commission, 

Resolved,  That  Philip  Albright,  Esq.,  of  the  said  Coun- 
ty, be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  a  Captain  in  tlie  said 
service,  in  place  of  fVilliam  Rankin  aforesaid. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  March  20,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  and  receiving 
information  that  John  Shannon,  oi  Bucks  County ,  appointed 
a  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Rifle  service,  is  an  improper 
person  to  be  continued  therein, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commission  of  the  said  Shannon  be 
vacated,  and  some  other  person  appointed  in  his  room. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  Subalterns  for 
the  Battalion  of  Musket-men ;  and,  having  made  some  pro- 
gress therein,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Post  Meridian. 

A  Petition  from  divers  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, was  presented  to  the  House  and  read,  setting  forth 
that  the  high  security  required  by  our  laws  has  been  found 
a  great  discouragement  to  the  setting  Negroes  at  liberty  in 
this  Province,  and  praying  such  alteration  of  the  laws  as 
shall  render  a  practice  so  humane  and  commendable  less 
difficult  in  future. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House,  proceeding  in  the  nomination  of  Subalterns 
for  the  Battalion  of  Musket-men, 

Resolved,  That  Morton  Garrett,  John  Davis,  Joseph 
McCkllan,  Barnard  Ward,  Walter  Finney,  Peter  Sheffner, 
Matthias  Weidman,  and  Robert  Caldwell,  Gentlemen,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  Lieutenants  in  the  said  Bat- 
talion. 

Resolved,  That  James  Lang,  Hezekiah  Davis,  Michael 
App,  Henry  Valentine,  Alexander  Huston,  Jun.,  John 
Hough,  William  Henderson,  and  John  Kirk,  Gentlemen, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Ensigns  in  the  said  Bat- 
talion of  Musket-men. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  March  21 ,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Memorial  and  Petition  from  John  Secord,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  a  number  of  other  Settlers  on  the  east  branch  of 
Susquehannah,  above  Wyoming,  v/\ih  the  Aflidavit  o(  John 
Salmon,  were  presented  to  the  House  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  settling 
the  Battalion  Accounts  do,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
and  empowered  to  call  before  them  all  such  pei-sons  as 
have  been  complained  against  by  Petitioners  to  this  House, 
for  having  exhibited  to,  and  settled  with  the  said  Commit- 
tee, unjust  and  exorbitant  accounts  of  military  expenses ; 
and  that  the  said  Committee  do  examine  strictly,  upon  oath 
or  affirmation,  where  they  judge  it  necessary,  in  order  to 
discover  and  correct  such  errors  as  may  have  been  com- 
mitted. 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  refusal  of  John 
Cadwallader,  Esq.,  to  serve  as  Colonel  of  the  Battalion  of 
Musket-men, 


Resolved,  That  Samuel  Atlee,  Esq.,  of  the;  County  of 
Jjancaster,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed,  Colonel  of  the 
said  Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  George  Wert,  of  Philadelphia,  Gentle- 
man, be,  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  Second  Lieutenant 
in  the  Rifle  service,  in  the  place  of  John  Shannon,  of  the 
County  of  Bucks. 

Resolved,  That  John  Maxwell  Neshit,  Esq.,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  appointed  Paymaster  of  the  Pennsylvania  Forces, 
Naval  and  Military. 

Resolved,  That  a  Dollar  per  diem  bo  allowed  to  the 
said  Paymaster  for  his  services  in  both  departments,  and 
that  he  give  security  to  the  Speaker  of  this  House  for  the 
time  being,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  trust. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  pay 
such  orders  as  shall  be  drawn  by  the  Committee  of  Safety 
in  favour  of  the  said  Paymaster,  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  said  Forces. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  Mr.  Gray, 
and  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  be  a  Committee  to  contract  with  per- 
sons willing  to  undertake  supplying  the  Troops  to  be  raised 
•for  the  service  of  this  Province  with  Provisions. 

Resolved,  That  Ludowick  Sprogle,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed  Mustermaster  of  the  Forces  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  that  he  be  allowed  for  his  services  eighteen  Dol- 
lars per  month. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  Mustermaster  be  enjoined  to 
muster  the  said  Forces  at  least  once  a  month,  and  make  a 
just  return  thereof  to  the  Paymaster  three  days  before  they 
are  to  be  paid ;  and,  also,  return  a  copy  of  his  Muster-Roll 
monthly  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  to  the  Assembly  of 
this  Province  when  sitting. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  March  22,  1776.    , 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  their  adjournment;  and, 
taking  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  appointing  Sur- 
geons and  a  Chaplain  for  the  three  Pennsylvania  Battalions, 

Resolved,  That  John  Dams  and  liilliam  Curry,  of  Ches- 
ter County,  and  Jacob  Reiger;  of  Lancester  County,  Gen- 
tlemen, be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  Surgeons  of  the 
said  Battalions. 

Resolved,  That  the  Reverend  William  Rogers  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  appointed  Chaplain  of  the  said  Forces. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  Francis  Mentgcs  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  appointed  an  Adjutant  in  the  said  Forces. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  to  the 
House  the  best  mode  of  encouraging  the  raising  of  Flax  in 
this  Province,  presented  a  written  Report  thereon  at  the 
table  ;  which  was  read  by  order,  and  referred  to  further  con- 
sideration. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  March  23,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Ob- 
servation for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was 
presented  to  the  House  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Ritten- 
house,  Mr.  Rodman,  Mr.  Humphreys,  Mr.  Ross,  ISlr.  Mont- 
gomery, Mr.  Swoope,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Dougherty,  and  Mr. 
Hunter,  be  a  Committee  to  settle  the  rank  of  the  Captains 
and  Subalterns  in  the  several  Battalions  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Forces. 

The  House  being  certified  that  Hezekiah  Davis,  lately 
apjwinted  an  Ensign  in  the  Musket-Battalion  of  the  said 
Forces,  was  previously  engaged  in  the  Continental  service, 
and  has  not  been  discharged, 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  the  said  Dam  in  the 
corps  aforesaid,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  void. 

The  House  adjourned  to  next  Monday,  at  four  o'clock, 
P.  M. 
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Tuesday,  March  26,  !77fi. 

Upon  motion,  the  Representation  from  John  Secord,  in 
behalf  of  himself  and  other  inhabitants  of  Pennsyhania,  at 
or  near  Wyoming,  with  the  several  Papei-s  and  Affidavits  at- 
tending the  same,  were  again  read  ;  and,  after  some  debate, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Grievances,  who  are  to  hear 
the  complainants,  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  Resolves  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  Resolutions  of  Congress ;  which 
having  been  read  a  second  time,  and  separately  agreed  to 
on  the  question,  were  transcribed,  and  follow  in  these  words, 
viz: 

Resolved  1.  That  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  with- 
in this  Colony,  who  shall  harbour  and  conceal  any  Deserter 
(knowing  him  to  be  such)  from  the  Continental  Forces,  or 
any  other  Forces  raised  within  this  or  any  other  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  for  the  defence  of  America,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty,  nor  less  than  thirty  Dollars, 
or  suffer  three  months'  imprisonment,  for  each  offence,  being 
convicted  thereof  by  the  testimony  of  one  or  more  witnesses, 
before  any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  City,  Borough, 
or  County,  respectively,  where  such  offence  shall  be  com- 
mitted, who  are  hereby  authorized  to  hear  and  detennine  all 
offences  contrary  to  the  above  Resolve ;  which  Fine  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the 
City,  Borough,  or  Township,  where  the  offence  is  commit- 
ted, for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  such  place. 

Resolved  2.  That  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  the  offi- 
cer commanding  a  detachment,  or  any  post  in  this  Colony, 
have  power,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  administer  an 
oath  or  affinnation  to  any  person  or  persons,  to  the  truth  of 
any  information  or  intelligence  such  person  or  persons  may 
give  relative  to  the  Publick,  Military,  or  Naval  service. 

Resolved  3.  That  there  shall  be  erected,  and  constantly 
held,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  a  Court  of  Justice,  by 
such  able  and  discreet  person  as  shall  be  appointed,  from 
time  to  time,  by  the  Assembly,  and  commissioned  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  their  Speaker  for  that  purpose,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  to  take  cognisance  of,  and  try  the  justice 
of,  any  capture  or  captures  of  any  Vessel  or  Vessels  that 


Vessel,  Cargo,  and  appurtenances,  and  order  them  to  be 
sold  at  publick  vendue,  and  shall  order  the  charges  of  said 
trial  and  condemnation  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money  such 
Vessel  and  Cargo  shall  sell  for,  into  the  hands  of  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  or  such  other 
Treasurer  as  the  Assembly  shall  apjwint,  and  shall  order 
the  residue  thereof  to  be  delivered  to  the  captors,  tlieir 
agents  or  attorneys,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  captors 
and  others  concerned  therein.  And  if  two  or  more  Vessels, 
the  commanders  whereof  shall  be  properly  commissioned, 
shall  jointly  take  such  Vessel,  the  money  arising  from  the 
sale  thereof,  her  Cargo  and  appurtenances,  after  payment  of 
all  charges  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  divided  between  the  cap- 
tors, in  proportion  to  their  men.  And  the  said  Judge,  be- 
fore whom  any  such  trial  and  condemnation  as  is  aforesaid 
mentioned  shall  be  had,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rized to  make  out  his  precept,  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
directed  to  the  said  Marshal,  requiring  him  to  sell  such  Ves- 
sel, Cargo,  and  appurtenances,  and  to  pay  thereout  the 
charges  of  trial,  condemnation,  and  sale,  to  the  Treasurer 
aforesaid,  and  to  deliver  the  residue  to  the  captors  and  per- 
sons concerned  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  5.  That  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  Judge,  Ju- 
rors, Marshal,  and  Clerk,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  such 
Fees  as  have  been  heretofore  paid  in  the  Port  of  Philadel- 
phia, in  like  cases,  or  shall  hereafter  be  established. 

Resolved  6.  That  when  any  such  bill  shall  be  delivered 
to  such  Judge,  he  shall  cause  notification  thereof,  and  the 
name  (if  known)  and  description  of  the  Vessel  so  brought 
in,  with  the  day  set  for  the  trial  thereon,  in  at  least  two  of 
the  publick  newspapers  printed  at  Philadelphia,  fifteen  days 
before  the  time  set  for  the  trial,  that  the  owner  of  such  Ves- 
sel, or  any  person  concerned,  may  appear  and  show  cause, 
if  any  they  have,  why  such  Vessel,  with  her  Cargo  and  ap- 
purtenances, should  not  be  condemned  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  7.  That  the  process  and  proceeding  upon  any 
Vessel  that  shall  be  retaken  from  the  enemy  by  any  person 
or  persons,  shall  be  in  the  same  manner  as  is  herein  provided 
for  other  Vessels  ;  and  to  be  sold  and  disposed  of  in  manner 
aforesaid,  for  the  benefit,  and  to  the  uses  directed  by  the 
Congress  aforesaid,  in  cases  of  recaptures. 

Resolved  8.  That  in  all  cases  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  Congress,  or  such  person  as  they  shall  appoint  for 
the  hearing  and  trying  appeals,  provided  the  appeals  be  de- 
shall  be  made  by  any  person  or  persons,  in  pureuance  of    manded  within  five  days  after  definitive  sentence,  and  such 


the  Resolves  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  and 
brought  into  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  aforesaid ;  and  the 
Judsre,  so  commissioned  to  hold  said  Court  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have  power,  at  all  times,  to  issue  his  wan-ant  or  war- 
rants to  the  Marshal  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadel- 
phia, hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
which  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  do,  commanding  him 
to  summon  twelve  honest  and  lawful  men  of  the  County  of 
Philadelphia  aforesaid,  to  appear  before  the  said  Judge  at 
such  place  and  time  as  he  shall  appoint ;  and  the  said  Mar- 
shal is  required  to  execute  said  warrant,  and  make  return 
thereof,  as  in  and  by  the  same  he  shall  be  authorized  and 
directed. 

Resolved  4.  That  when  any  person  or  persons  shall  take 
and  bring  into  any  port  in  this  Colony  any  Vessel  or  Ves- 
sels that  have  been  offending  or  employed  by  the  enemy, 
contrary  to  the  resolves  of  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 


appeal  be  lodged  with  the  Secretary  of  Congress  within 
forty  days  afterwards ;  and  provided  the  party  appealing 
shall  give  security  to  prosecute  the  said  appeal  to  effect. 
And  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  Secretary  during  the  recess 
of  Congress,  then  the  said  appeal  tq  be  lodged  in  Congress 
within  twenty  day^  after  the  meeting  thereof. 

Resolved  9.  "I  hat  the  Judge  of  such  Court  shall  appoint 
an  able  Clerk,  who  shall  keep  a  true  and  fair  record  of  all 
the  proceedings  of  said  Court,  and  shall  be  duly  sworn  or 
affirmed  to  act  in  the  said  office  with  truth  and  fidelity ;  and 
his  attestations  shall  be  received  as  evidence. 

Resolved  10.  That  the  depositions  of  the  witnesses  in  any 
of  the  cases  aforesaid,  shall  be  taken  before  the  Judge  afore- 
said, and  filed  in  the  Clerk's  Office ;  and  that  the  same  shall 
be,  at  all  times,  admitted  in  evidence,  in  case  of  the  death 
or  absence  of  the  witness ;  and  that  the  same  depositions 
shall  and  may  be  taken  ex  parte,  on  such  notice  being 


gress,  such  person  or  persons  so  taking  or  bringing  in  such     given  to  the  adverse  party  as  the  said  Judge  shall  direct  and 
Vessel,  shall  immediately  make  out  a  bill  in  writing,  therein     appint 


giving  a  full  and  ample  account  of  the  time  and  manner  of 
the  caption  of  said  Vessel,  and  the  employment  she  was  in 
when  so  taken,  and  of  the  persons  who  were  aiding  and  as- 
sisting in  taking  her,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  at  the 
time  of  her  caption,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  Judge 
who  shall  have  jurisdiction  of  the  port  aforesaid,  with  all  the 
papers  that  may  be  found  on  board  such  Vessel,  to  the  in- 
tent that  the  Jury  may  have  the  benefit  of  evidence  there- 
from arisin" ;  and.  the  Judge,  to  whom  said  bill  shall  be 
delivered,  shall  immediately  Issue  his  warrant  or  warrants,  as 


And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain,  impartially,  the 
number  of  Inhabitants  of  this,  as  well  as  the  other  United 
Colonies,  in  order  to  fix  the  quota  of  Taxes  to  be  by  them 
respectively  raised  and  paid,  towards  sinking  the  moneys 
issued  by  the  Continental  Congress  for  the  support  and  de- 
fence of  the  said  Colonies : 

Resolved,  therefore,  1 1 .  That  the  Assessors  of  the  seve- 
ral Wards  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  the  Boroughs, 
Districts,  and  Townships  in  the  Counties  of  this  Province, 
respectively,  having  first  taken  an  oath  or  affirmation  for  that 


aforesaid,  to  the  said  Marshal,  commanding  him,  in  manner     purpose,  shall  make  diligent  search  and  inquiry,  and  there 


aforesaid,  to  return  twelve  good  and  lawful  men  to  try  the 
truth  of  any  facts  alleged  in  such  bill ;  wiiich  Jury  shall  be 
sworn  or  affirmed  to  return  and  give  a  tme  verdict  upon 
the  said  bill,  according  to  evidence ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
to  said  Judge,  by  said  verdict,  that  such  Vessel  had  been 
employed  or  offending  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  condemn  said 
Fourth  Sekies. — Vol.  v.  44 


upon  make  a  fair  and  just  return  of  the  number  of  Inhabit- 
ants of  all  ages  and  sexes  (including  Negroes  and  Mulattoes) 
in  their  respective  Boroughs,  Districts,  Wards,  and  Town^ 
ships,  distinguishing  their  several  ages  and  sexes,  according; 
to  a  printed  list  to  be  furnished  them  by  the  Commissioners 
for  that  purpose,  and  shall  deliver  the  same  completed  oa  Ot 
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■before,  the  Ist  day  o(  December  next,  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  respective  Counties,  who  shall  forthvs  itli  transmit  the 
same  to  the  Assemhly.  And  if  any  Assessor  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  perfonn  tiie  duty  aforesaid,  the  Commissioners 
of  the  respective  Counties,  or  any  two  of  ihem,  are  hereby 
required  and  enjoined  to  fine  him  in  any  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  Pounds,  which  shall  be  levied  and  recovered  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  by  the  laws  of  this  Province  for  levy- 
ing and  recoverins;  Fines  imposed  on  Assessors  refusing  or 
neglecting  to  perform  tile  duties  therein  required  of  them,  to 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  tlie  respective  County  Treasurers, 
to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  same  person,  and  applied  to 
the  same  use,  as  the  other  moneys  directed  to  be  levied  by 
the  Resolves  of  this  House  ;  and  in  case  of  neglect  or  refu- 
sal as  aforesaid,  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
are  hereby  autiiorized  and  required  to  appoint  another  fit  and 
cajiable  person  in  the  place  of  him  so  neglecting  or  refusing, 
who  is  hereby  empowered  to  perfonn  the  duties  enjoined  by 
the  foregoing  Resolve. 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  arresting  of 
Continental  or  Colonial  Soldiers  for  small  debts  : 

Resolved  12.  That  no  such  Soldier  shall  be  arrested  or 
imprisoned  at  the  suit  of  any  creditor,  unless  the  said  credi- 
tor make  oath  or  affirmation,  that  the  said  Soldier  is  justly 
indebted  to  him  in  the  sum  of  thirty-five  Dollars  over  and 
above  all  discounts  ;  and  that  the  estate  of  such  Soldier  shall 
not  be  liable  to  attachment  at  the  suit,  or  for  the  benefit  of 
all  or  any  of  his  creditors,  unless  their  debts,  in  the  whole, 
on  being  ascertained  by  their  oaths  or  affirmations,  shall 
amount  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  Dollars. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  mombg. 

Wednesday,  March  27,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brown  be  added  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  the  several 
Battalions  of  Associators  in  this  Province. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Petition 
from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Beading,  for  building 
3arracks  in  the  said  Town  ;  and,  after  some  debate. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Petition  lie  on  the  table. 

Upon  motion,  Besolved,  That  Colonel  Miles  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  empowered  to  procure,  on  rent,  such  empty  Houses 
in  the  Borough  of  Chester  and  Marcus-Hook  as  he  shall  judge 
necessary  to  accommodate  the  Troops,  in  the  service  of  this 
Province,  that  may  be  stationed  in  those  parts  ;  and  that  he 
be  allowed  to  make  such  alterations  and  repairs  to  the  said 
Houses  as  shall  appear  absolutely  necessary. 

The  Petition  ofJanies  Patton  and. John  AUen,  of  Cum- 
berland County,  was,  on  motion,  again  read  ;  and,  after  some 
debate,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  Resolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  of  the  best  mode  of  encou- 
raging the  culture  of  Flax  in  this  Province ;  and  having 
spent  some  time  therein,  referred  the  same  to  further  consi- 
deration. 

Thursday,  March  28,   1776. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  Letter  of  the  26th 
instant,  from  Mark  Bird,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Berks 
County  Committee,  enclosing  a  Letter  to  the  said  Commit- 
tee from  Richard  Tea,  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
County  aforesaid,  representing  that  his  colleagues,  Samuel 
High  and  Michael  Bright,  have  absolutely  refused  to  act 
as  Commissioners  in  carrying  into  execution  the  Resolves  of 
Assembly  respecting  the  Military  Association. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Mili- 
tary Rules  and  Regulations. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  of  the  13th  instant ;  and,  after 
some  debate  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Brovm,  Mr. 
Jacobs,  and  Mr.  Ross,  be  a  Committee  to  settle  the  rates  to 
be  allowed  for  the  entertainment  of  Troops  marching  through 
this  Province,  and  the  hire  of  Carriages  employed  in  trans- 
porting Provisions,  Baggage,  and  Military  Stores,  for  the  use 
rfjf  such  Troops, 


LTpon  motion,  Resolved,  That  James  Sutor  be,  and  he  is 
bereby,  appointed  an  Ensign  in  the  Battalion  of  Musket- 
men,  in  place  oi  Hezekiah  Davis,  in  the  Continental  ser- 
vice. 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  resignation  of 
Jacob  Levari,  Daniel  Topham,  and  John  Hough,  appointed 
a  First  Lieutenant,  Third  Lieutenant,  and  Ensign,  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Forces, 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Daniel  Topham  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
appointed  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  said  Forces,  in  place  of 
Jacob  Levan  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Abner  Davis  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  ap- 
pointed a  Third  Lieutenant  in  the  said  Forces,  in  place  of 
Daniel  Topham  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Davis  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  ap- 
pointed an  Ensign  in  the  said  Forces,  in  place  of  John 
Hough  aforesaid. 

The  Connnittee  appointed  to  view  the  Machines  con- 
structed by  John  Marshall,  reported,  "  That,  in  obedience 
to  the  order  of  the  House,  they  had  examined  the  several 
machines  and  implements  in  the  House  of  Employment, 
made  by  the  said  Marshall,  for  carrying  on  the  manufacture 
of  Thread,  particularly  his  curious  machine  for  twisting, 
which  appeared  to  them  so  well  contrived  for  expediting  the 
said  business,  that  they  are  of  opinion  he  well  deserves  a 
reward  from  the  publlck." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  setde  the  rank  of  the  Cap- 
tains and  Subalterns  in  the  several  Battalions  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Forces,  presented  a  written  Report  tliereon,  which 
was  read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Officers  of  thf.  Rifle  Regiment. 


Captains  of  the  Fii-st  Battalion. 
hewis  Farmer,  4  Philip  Albright, 

Richard  Brown,  5  Henry  Shade, 

Andrew  Long,  6   Caspar  WeitzeU. 

Captains  of  the  Second  Battalion. 
John  Murrow,  4  Joseph  Irwine, 

William  Peoples,  5  Peter  Grubb,  Jun., 

James  Marshall,  6  Henry  Chreist,  Jun. 

First  Lieutenants. 


1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6  John  Stoner, 


Thomas  B.  Bowen, 
Matthew  Scott, 
William  Gray, 
James  F.  Moore, 
John  Spear, 


7  John  Thompson, 

8  John  Clark, 

9  John  Davis, 

10  John  Young, 

11  Edward  Thompson, 

12  Daniel  Topham. 


Second  Lieutenants. 


1 


George  Wert, 

2  John  Perrin, 

3  John  Robb, 

4  John  Carpenter, 

5  John  Carnagan, 

6  John  Burns, 


7  Josi  Treisbach, 

8  James  Hamilton, 

9  Joseph  Finley, 

10  William  McPherson, 

1 1  Jacob  Maise, 

12  Thomas  Gourley. 


Third  Lieutenants. 


1 


Joseph  Jacquet,  7 

William  Bamit,  8 

Thomas  Boyd,  9 

John  Dungan,  10 

David  Sloan,  1 1 

Stephen  Hanna,  12 

Officers  of  the  Musket  Battalion. 

Captains. 
Patrick  Anderson, 


Abraham  Smith, 
Jacob  Stake, 
Charles  Taylor, 
Robert  Campbell, 
George  Grant, 
Abner  Davis. 


2  Peter  Z.  Lloyd, 

3  Francis  Murray, 

4  Abraham  Marshall, 


5  Thomas  Herbert, 

6  Abraham  Dehuff, 

7  John  Nice, 

8  Joseph  Howell,  Jun. 


1 


Lieutenants. 
Walter  Finney,  5  Joseph  McClellan, 


6  Robert  CaMwell, 

7  Barnard  Ward, 

8  Peter  Shaffner. 
Ensigns. 

James  Lang,  5  James  Sutor, 

William  Henderson,       6  Henry  Valentine, 
Alex.  Huston,  Jun.,       7  Michael  App, 
John  Kirk,  8  Joseph  Davis. 


2  Matthias  Weidman, 

3  Morton  Garret, 

4  John  Davis, 
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Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  set- 
tled the  rank  of  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  consisting  of 
two  Battalions,  and  the  Battalion  of  Musketry,  as  follows, 
viz: 

First.  The  Officers  to  rank  according  to  the  number  en- 
dorsed on  their  respective  commissions. 

Secondly.  The  Officers  of  the  First  Battalion  of  Rifle- 
men to  take  rank  of  the  Officers  of  the  Second  Battalion, 
where  their  commissions  have  the  same  number  endorsed. 

Thmlly.  The  Officers  of  the  Regiment  of  Riflemen  to 
take  rank  where  the  Officers  of  the  Musketry  are  of  the 
same  number. 

Fourthly.  All  promotions  to  go  and  be  made  by  senio- 
rity in  the  particular  Battalion  where  a  vacancy  happens. 
All  which  is  submitted  to  the  House  by 

Michael  Swoope,        Samuel  Miles, 
John  Montgomery,       David  Rittenhouse, 
George  Taylor,  William  Rodman, 

Barnard  Dougherty,  Charles  Humphreys, 
Samuel  Hunter,  George  Ross. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  Captain  Joseph  Shaw,  Jo- 
siah  Hart,  and  William  Roberts,  who  have  been  brought 
before  a  Committee  of  this  House  to  rectify  errore  commit- 
ted in  the  settlement  of  their  respective  accounts  of  military 
expenses,  do  forthwith  pay  the  fees  arising  to  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arras,  and  the  allowance  to  the  several  Witnesses  who 
have  attended  on  the  occasion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  do  tax  the  Bills 
to  be  respectively  paid  by  the  said  Joseph  Shaw,  Josiah 
Hart,  and  William  Roberts,  and  that  they  be  served  with 
copies  of  the  same  by  the  said  Witnesses,  who  are  hereby 
authorized  to  demand  payment. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  March  29,  1776. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Miles,  Mr.  Reed,  and 
Mr.  Ross,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  draft 
of  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Forces. 

Mr.  Parker,  in  behalf  of  the  Committees  appointed  to 
strike  the  several  sums  of  thirty-five  and  eighty  thousand 
Pounds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  pursuant  to  Resolutions  of  the 
late  and  present  House  of  Assembly,  produced  at  the  table 
the  receipts  o(  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  for  tlie 
said  several  sums,  in  Bills  of  Credit  aforesaid,  to  him  paid 
as  directed  by  the  said  Resolutions. 

The  same  Member  also  produced  six  unsigned  extra 
sheets  of  the  said  thirty-five,  and  three  of  the  eighty  thou- 
sand Pounds,  printed  to  supply  any  accidental  loss  during 
the  signing  and  numbering  of  the  said  Bills ;  which  extra 
sheets  being  examined,  were  burned  by  order  of  the  House, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Members. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  tlie  several  Memorials  from  the 
County  Committees,  and  Petitions  from  the  Officers  and  Pri- 
vates of  the  Military  Association,  together  with  the  Rules 
and  Articles  for  the  better  government  thereof,  were  referred 
for  consideration  and  amendment,  presented  a  Report  there- 
on in  writing,  which  was  read  by  order,  and  referred  to  fur- 
ther consideration. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  took  into  consideration  the  Resolution  laid 
before  them  from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  of  the 
14th  instant,  together  with  a  later  Resolve  of  the  same  body, 
in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"  Whereas  in  the  execution  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress 
of  the  14th  of  March,  respecting  the  disamiing  disalTected 
persons,  many  Fire-Arms  may  be  taken  which  may  not  be 
fit  for  use  to  arm  any  of  the  Troops  mentioned  therein : 

"  Therefore  Resolved,  That  all  the  Fire-Arms  so  taken, 
being  appraised  according  to  said  Resolve,  none  of  them 
shall  be  paid  for  but  those  that  are  fit  for  the  use  of  such 
Troops,  or  diat  may  conveniently  be  so  made;  and  the 
remainder  shall  be  safely  kept  by  the  Assemblies,  Conven- 
tions, Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety,  for  the  owners,  to 
be  delivered  to  them  when  the  Congress  shall  direct." 

And,  after  a  debate  of  considerable  length,  adjourned  to 
ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  March  30,  177G. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

And  resuming  the  consideration  of  the  Resolutions  of  Con- 
gress before  them  last  night,  after  further  debate  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Broimi^Mr. 
Bartholomew,  Mr.  Gruhb,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr. 
Dougherty,  and  Mr.  Hunter,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  draft  of  Resolves  directing  the  mode  of  disarming 
disaffected  persons,  and  procuring  Arms  from  other  inhabit- 
ants of  this  Province,  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  Resolu- 
tions of  Congress. 

Tuesday,  April  2,  1776. 

An  Account  of  expenses  incurred  by  raising  a  Troop  of 

Horse  in  Westmoreland  County,  amounting  to  £ , 

was  laid  before  the  House ;  and,  after  some  debate,  referred 
to  the  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  Bat- 
talion expenses. 

A  Member  produced  at  the  table  an  Account  of  sundry 
goods,  amounting  to  ninety-three  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  fur- 
nished by  Joseph  Spear  to  George  Croghan,  Esq.,  to  be 
given  to  the  hostages  left  by  the  Delawares  and  Six  Nation 
Indians,  to  evince  their  sincere  desire  of  preserving  peace 
with  this  Province,  when  war  was  commenced  between 
the  Shawanese  and  Virginians ;  and,  also,  to  the  Deputies 
sent  with  speeches. 

Which  Account  being  read,  and  appearing  irregular,  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations for  the  better  government  of  the  Military  Association 
in  this  Province,  togetherwith  the  objections  made  to  the 
same  by  the  Officers  anAPrivates  of  the  said  Association  ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  adjourned  to  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Post  Meridian. 

The  House  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  upon  the  Rules  and  Regulations, 
&ic. ;  and  having  made  some  progress  therein,  adjourned  to 
ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  April  3,  1776. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  rates  to  be  al- 
lowed for  the  entertainment  of  Troops  marching  in  and 
through  this  Province,  and  the  hire  of  Carriages  employed 
in  transporting  Provisions,  Baggage,  and  Military  Stores  for 
the  use  of  such  Troops,  reported  an  essay  for  that  purpose, 
which  was  read  by  order,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  every  Inn- 
holder,  or  other  person,  who  shall  furnish  Provision  to  Troops 
marching  in  and  through  this  Province,  the  sum  of  six  Pence 
for  each  Meal,  with  one  pint  of  Cider  or  Small-Beer,  that 
shall  be  by  them  so  furnished  to  any  soldier  of  the  United 
Colonies,  or  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  or  to  any  Associa- 
tor,  when  called  into  actual  service,  and  no  more. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  paid  fifteen  Shillings  per 
diem,  and  no  more,  for  every  Wagon  or  Cart,  with  a  Driver, 
(the  said  Driver  maintaining  himself  and  horses,  and  the 
load  of  each  Wagon  or  Cart  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
weight,)  that  shall  be  employed  in  transporting  Provisions, 
Baggage,  and  Military  Stores,  for  the  use  of  Troops  in  the 
pay  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  of  this  Province,  or  of  As- 
sociators,  when  called  into  actual  service. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
draft  of  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Forces,  reported,  "  That  they  had  examined 
the  Rules  and  Regulations  made  by  the  honourable  Con- 
gress for  the  government  of  the  Continental  Forces,  and$ 
recommend  that  the  same  be  adopted  for  the  government  ©f." 
the  Forces  of  this  Province." 

The  House  again  took  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
upon  Rules  and  Regulations,  and  having  made  furtliec- pro-- 
gress  therein,  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Poet  Itfeodian. . 
Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  all  Commissions  to  Officers - 
of  the  several  Battalions  of  Associators  in  this  Province,  be 
issued  and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  for  .die 
time  being. 
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Resolved,  Tljat  all  Battalions  now  formed,  as  well  as 
those  hereafter  to  be  formed,  in  the  City  of  Fhiladelphia, 
are  desired  to  make  returns  of  their  Officers,  with  their  re- 
spective ranks,  to  the  Committee  for  the  said  City ;  and  the 
Battalions  in  the  several  Counties  are  desired  to  make  re- 
turns in  like  manner  to  their  respective  Committees,  which 
Committees  are  desired  to  certify  such  returns  with  the 
respective  rank  of  each  Battalion  in  their  Counties,  to  the 
Assembly  of  this  Province,  or,  in  the  recess  of  the  House, 
to  the  Si)eaker  thereof,  that  Commissions  may  be  issued  for 
every  Officer,  agrei^ably  to  the  above  Resolve. 

Resolved,  That  the  twenty-fourth  Article  of  the  Rules 
and  Regulations,  published  at  the  last  sitting  of  Assembly, 
directing  Military  Commissions  to  be  issued  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  void. 

A  Petition  from  William  Scout,  of  the  Manor  of  More- 
land,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read,  setting  forth, 
That  the  Petitioner,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  House, 
had  waited  on  Captain  Josiah  Hart,  and  recjuestcd  him  to 
pay  the  account  allowed  by  the  Committee  to  the  Petitioner, 
for  his  services  as  Fugleman  to  the  Company  of  the  said 
Hart,  and  that  the  Captain  had  absolutely  refused  payment 
of  the  same. 

Tile  House  taking  the  foregoing  Petition  immediately  into 
consideration. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  said  Josiah  Hart  be  forthwith  brought 
to  the  Bar  of  the  House  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  to  answer 
for  his  contempt  of  the  order  of  the  House. 

And  a  Warrant  for  that  purpose  being  made  out  at  the 
table,  and  signed  by  the  Speaker,  was  delivered  to  the  ^r- 
geant-at-Arms. 

A  Petition  from  Messrs.  Oxvm  Riddle  and  Benjamin 
Rush,  of  the  City  of  Fhiladeljma,  was  presented  to  the 
House  and  read,  setting  forth.  That  the  Petitioners,  having 
the  Publick  Works  erected  for  the  making  Saltpetre  in  the 
said  City,  under  their  care  and  direction,  before  the  25th 
day  of  November  last,  when,  by  a  resolve  of  the  honourable 
House,  they  took  the  said  works  under  their  management, 
and  appointed  a  Committee  to  superintend  the  same,  had, 
over  and  above  the  publick  money  put  into  their  hands, 
expended  divers  sums  of  their  own  money,  and  contracted 
sundry  debts  for  that  service,  as  will  appear  by  an  account 
exhibited  with  their  Petition ;  and  there  being  no  provision 
made  for  payment  thereof,  the  Petitioners  pray  the  honour- 
able House  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  premises  into  con- 
sideration, and  direct  the  disbursements  and  contracts  afore- 
said, to  be  paid  in  such  manner  as  they,  iij  their  wisdom, 
shall  judge  proper. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  a  considerable  number  of  Inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  respecting  the  setting  Negro 
Slaves  at  liberty,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  April  4,  1776. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

LT}X)n  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Reed,  Mr. 
Rittenhouse,  Mr.  Pearson,  and  Mr.  Ross,  be  a  Committee 
to  collect  and  consider  the  several  Resolutions  of  Congress 
relative  to  the  Wyoming  dispute,  together  with  tlu;  Peti- 
tions, Complaints,  and  Affidavits  that  have  been  laid  before 
this  House  by  the  parties,  and  report  a  state  of  the  said  dis- 
pute to  the  House  at  their  next  sitting. 

The  House  resumed  the  considerdtion  of  the  Repoit  of 
the  Committee  ajipointed  to  bring  in  a  draft  of  Rules  and 
Articles  for  the  government  of  the  Pennsylvania  Forces; 
and  finding  that  those  formed  for  the  Continental  Troops, 
and  recommended  by  the  Committee,  will  require  material 
alterations. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  Committee  do  prepare  and  re- 
port a  draft  of  such  alterations  of  the  Continental  Articles, 
as  may  be  proper  for  the  Troops  in  pay  of  this  Province. 

The  House  again  took  up  the  Rejiort  of  the  Committee 
upon  the  Petitions  of  the  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  Mili- 
tary Association  in  this  Province,  together  with  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  of  the  House  for  the  better  govemment  of 
the  said  Association ;  and  having  neariy  gone  through  the 
same,  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Friday,  April  5,  1776. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  proceeded 
in  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  better  govemment  of  the 
Military  Association  in  this  Province ;  and  having  adopted 
sundry  alterations  proposed  by  the  Committee,  the  said 
Rules  and  Regulations  were  transcribed  accordingly,  and  are 
as  follows,  viz ; 

Rides  and  Regulations  for  the  better  govemment  of  the 
Military  Association  in  Pennsylvania. 

First.  All  officers  chosen  or  apiwinted  in  the  Battalions 
that  were  formed  before  the  1st  day  of  October  last,  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  the  District  of  Southivarlc,  and  the 
Townships  of  the  Northern- Liberties,  Moyamensing,  and 
Passytink,  to  take  rank  or  precedence  of  all  other  officers 
of  equal  dignity,  chosen  or  appointed  in  any  other  part  of 
the  Province. 

Second.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Philadelphia  County, 
to  take  rank  of  all  officers  of  equal  dignity  chosen  or  ap- 
pointed in  any  other  County. 

Third.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Bucks  County,  to  take 
rank  of  all  officei-s  of  equal  dignity,  chosen  or  appointed  in 
any  other  than  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  the 
District  of  Southumrk,  and  the  Townships  of  the  Northern- 
Liberties,  Moyamensing,  and  Fassyunk. 

Fourth.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  Ootober,  as  aforesaid,  in  CAes^ec  County,  to  take 
rank  of  all  officers  of  equal  dignity,  chosen  or  appointed  in 
any  other  than  Bucks  and  Fhiladelphia  Counties,  and 
Fhiladelphia  City,  the  District  of  Southumrk,  and  Town- 
ships of  the  Northern-Liberties,  Moyamensing,  and  Fas- 
syunk. 

Fifth.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Lancaster  County,  to 
rank  before  officers  of  equal  dignity,  chosen  or  appointed  in 
any  other  than  Chester,  Bucks,  and  Fhiladelphia  Counties, 
and  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  the  District  of  Southwark, 
and  Tow  nships  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  Moyamensing, . 
and  Fassyunk. 

Sixth.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  York  County,  to  rank 
before  officers  of  equal  dignity,  in  any  other  than  Lancas- 
ter, Chester,  Bucks,  and  Fhiladelphia  Counties,  Philadel- 
phia City,  the  District  of  Southwark,  and  Townships  of  the 
Northern-Liberties,  Moyamensing,  and  Fassyunk. 

Seventh.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Cumberland  County,  to 
rank  before  officei-s  of  equal  dignity  in  the  junior  Counties 
of  Berks,  Northampton,  Bedford,  Northumberland,  and 
Westmoreland. 

Eighth.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Berks  County,  to  rank 
before  officers  of  equal  dignity  in  the  Counties  of  North- 
ampton, Bedford,  Northumberland,  and  Westmoreland. 

Ninth.  AH  officers  chosen  or  apfiointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Northampton  County, 
to  rank  before  officers  of  equal  dignity  in  Bedford,  JSorth- 
umberland,  and  Westmoreland  Counties. 

Tenth.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid,  in  Bedford  County,  to 
rank  before  officers  of  equal  dignity  in  Northumberland  and 
Westmoreland  Counties. 

Eleventh.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  before  the  said 
1st  day  o(  October, -ds  aforesaid,  in  ]\ or thumbcrland  County , 
to  rank  before  officers  of  equal  dignity  in  Westmoreland 
County. 

Twelfth.  All  officers  chosen  or  ap]X)inted  before  the  said 
1st  day  of  Oc/o^cr,  as  aforesaid,  in  Westmoreland,  the  young- 
est, or  last  made  County  in  this  Province,  to  yield  up  rank 
or  precedence  to  all  officers  of  equal  dignity  chosen  or  ap- 
pointed in  ev(^ry  other  County  in  this  Province  before  the 
said  1st  day  of  October,  as  aforesaid. 

Thirteenth.  Where  commissions  of  equal  dignity,  in  dif- 
ferent Counties,  bear  the  same  date,  precedency  to  be  deter- 
mined by  seniority  of  Counties ;  but  w  here  they  are  in  the 
same  County,  by  the  rank  of  the  Battalion. 

Fourteenth.  The  Colonels  chosen  or  appointed  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  the  District  of  Southwark,  and  the 


697 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY,  APRIL,  1776, 


698 


Townships  of  the  Northern-Liberties,  Moyameming,  and 
Passi/uiik,  having  ah-eady  deteriiiinod  their  ranks  with  re- 
spect to  each  other  by  lot,  their  and  tlie  other  Field-Officers' 
commissions  will  be  dated  according  to  the  lot  so  drawn. 

Fifteenth.  The  Colonels  chosen  or  apjwinted  in  every 
County  before  the  said  1st  day  of  October  are  to  determine 
their  rank  with  respect  to  each  other  (where  not  already 
done)  by  lot,  and  commissions  for  them  and  their  respective 
Field-Officers  will  be  dated  accordingly. 

Sixteenth.  The  Captains  in  every  Battalion  to  determine 
their  rank  in  Battalion  (where  not  already  settled)  by  lot, 
and  their  commissions,  with  those  of  their  Lieutenants  and 
Ensigns,  will  be  dated  accordingly. 

Seventeenth.  All  officers  chosen  or  appointed  after  the 
said  1st  day  of  October,  to  have  their  commissions  dated  at 
the  time  of  such  choice  or  appointment,  and  to  take  rank 
according  to  said  dates. 

Eighteenth.  All  Battalions  to  be  completed  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  (except  Battalions  of  Riflemen)  to  consist  of 
at  least  six  Companies  of  not  less  than  forty,  and  not  more 
than  seventy-six  Privates  each,  and  to  have  for  officers  a 
Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  two  Majors,  a Standard-Bearer, 
Adjutant,  Sergeant-Major,  a  Drum  and  Fife-Major ;  and  the 
officers  of  each  Company  to  consist  of  a  Captain,  two  Lieu- 
tenants, one  or  two  Ensigns,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals, 
a  Drummer  and  Fifer ;  except  the  Light-Infantry  Compa- 
nies, which,  instead  of  two  Lieutenants  and  two  Ensigns, 
are  to  have  four  Lieutenants,  the  two  youngest  of  which  are 
to  rank  as  Ensigns. 

Nineteenth.  All  Battalions  of  Riflemen  shall  consist  of 
at  least  six  Companies,  of  not  less  than  forty,  nor  more  than 
fifty-six  Privates  each,  and  have  for  officers  a  Colonel,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, and  two  Majors ;  and  the  officers  of  each 
Company  shall  be  a  Captain,  two  First  Lieutenants,  and 
two  Second  Lieutenants,  (who shall  rank  as  Ensigns,)  a  Fifer, 
or  Hornblower,  and  as  many  Sergeants  and  Corporals  as 
may  be  found  necessary  ;  the  Sergeants,  Corporals,  and 
Fifers,  or  Hornblowers,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Field-0/fi- 
cers. 

Every  officer  and  private  of  a  Rifle  Company  shall  fur- 
nish himself  with  a  good  rifle-gun,  a  powder-horn,  a  charger, 
a  bullet-screw,  twelve  flints,  a  strong  pouch  or  bag  that  will 
hold  four  pounds  of  ball,  and  such  other  accoutrements  as 
may  be  proper  for  a  Rifleman. 

Twentieth.  The  Standard-Bearer  of  each  Battalion  to 
rank  as  eldest  Lieutenant  of  the  Battalion. 

Twenty-first.  All  national  distinctions  in  dress  or  name  to 
be  avoided,  it  being  proper  that  we  should  now  be  united  in 
this  General  Association  for  defending  our  liberties  and  pro- 
perties under  the  sole  denomination  of  Americans. 

Twenty-second.  No  Field-Officers  to  have  Companies. 

Twenty-third.  For  the  better  order  and  government  of 
Companies  which  may  be  raised  after  the  completion  of  the 
several  Battalions  already  formed  in  the  City  and  Counties, 
such  Companies  are  not  to  be  admitted  as  independent,  but 
are  to  be  annexed  to  the  most  convenient  Battalion,  until  a 
sufficient  number  of  Companies  are  raised  to  form  a  new 
Battalion  ;  and  no  number  of  Associators  are  to  be  consider- 
ed as  a  Company,  unless  they  consist  of  at  least  forty  pri- 
vates ;  but  it  is  recommended  that,  till  that  number  be  com- 
pleted, the  Associators  join  the  most  convenient  Company, 
and  exercise  and  do  duty  with  such  Company. 

Tiventy-fourth.  That  all  commissions  to  officers  of  the 
several  Battalions  of  Associators  in  this  Province,  be  issued 
and  signed  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  for  the  time 
being.  That  all  Battalions  now  formed,  as  well  as  those  here- 
after to  be  formed  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  be  desired  to 
make  returns  of  their  officers,  with  their  res))ective  ranks,  to 
the  Committee  for  the  said  City ;  and  the  Battalions  in  the 
several  Counties  are  desired  to  make  returns,  in  like  manner, 
to  their  respective  Committees  ;  which  Committees  are  de- 
sired to  certify  such  returns,  with  the  respective  rank  of  each 
Battalion  in  their  Counties,  to  the  Assembly  of  this  Pro- 
vince, or,  in  the  recess  of  the  House,  to  the  Speaker  thereof, 
that  commissions  may  be  issued  for  every  oflicer,  as  above 
directed. 

Twenty-fifth.  Every  Associator  (except  Riflemen)  is  re- 
quired to  furnish  himself  with  a  good  and  sufficient  firelock 
fit  for  actual  service,  a  bayonet  fitted  thereto,  steel-ramrod, 
worm,  priming-wire  and  brush,  a  cartridge-box  that  will  con- 
tain twenty-three  rounds  of  cartridges,  twelve  flints,  a  knap- 


sack, a  sufficient  powder-horn,  and  a  pouch  at  the  bottom 
of  his  cartridge-box,  or  a  strong  bag  that  will  hold  four 
pounds  of  ball. 

Twenty-sixth.  The  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  the 
several  Counties  within  this  Province  shall  deliver  the  fire- 
locks, bayonets,  cartridge-boxes,  and  knapsacks  directed  to 
be  provided  by  the  Resolutions  of  the  late  House  of  Assem- 
bly, to  die  Commanding  Oflicers  of  the  several  Battalions  in 
their  respective  Counties,  in  due  proportions,  according  to 
the  number  of  men  in  each  Battalion,  for  the  use  of  such 
Assof;iators  in  their  Battalions  as  are  unable  to  supply  them- 
selves, taking  receipts  for  the  same,  which  they  shall  imme- 
diately transmit  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  having  first 
entered  the  accounts  of  the  same  in  their  respective  Minute 
B<x)ks ;  and  the  said  commanding  officers  shall  be  account- 
able for  the  delivery  of  such  arms  and  accoutrements,  unless 
lost  in  actual  service,  whenever  they  shall  be  called  upon 
by  the  Assembly  or  Committee  of  Safety. 

Twenty-seventh.  That  the  publick  arms  delivered  to 
Assoc  iatore  be  not  subject  to  any  distress  for  rent  or  execu- 
tion for  debt ;  that  any  Associator  who  shall  sell  such  arms, 
or  by  any  means  defraud  the  publick  thereof,  or  endeavour 
so  to  do,  shall  forfeit  six  pounds,  and  be  held  up  to  publick 
infamy  and  disgrace  ;  and  any  person  who  shall  detain,  buy, 
or  exchange  such  arms,  knowing  them  to  be  publick  pro- 
perty, shall  forfeit  ten  pounds,  and  be  held  up  in  like  man- 
ner. 

Twenty-eighth.  Every  Associator  is  required  to  attend 
constantly,  with  his  arms  and  accoutrements  in  good  order, 
on  the  last  Monday  in  the  month  of  February ;  the  last  two 
Mondays  in  the  month  of  March ;  the  last  three  Motidays 
in  the  month  of  April ;  the  four  Mondays  in  the  month  of 
May ;  the  first  two  Mondays  in  the  month  of  June ;  the 
last  Monday  in  the  month  of  July ;  the  first  three  Mondays 
in  the  month  of  August ;  the  last  three  Mondays  in  the 
month  of  September ;  and  die  second  Monday  in  the  month 
of  October,  at  the  places  appointed  by  their  commanding 
officers,  to  be  trained  and  exercised  in  Companies  or  Batta- 
lions, as  the  officers  shall  direct. 

And  it  is  also  recommended  to  such  Associators  as  are 
not  sufficiently  expert  in  the  exercise,  to  meet  as  frequently 
as  they  conveniently  can,  at  other  times,  to  perfect  them- 
selves in  the  same.  It  is  also  directed,  that  the  connnand- 
ing  officers  respectively  shall  give  due  notice  to  the  Asso- 
ciators of  the  places  and  hours  of  meeting,  either  in  Com- 
panies or  Battalion  ;  and  if  the  Associatoi-s  are  prevented 
from  meeting  on  any  of  the  days  herein  appointed,  by  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  they  are  to  meet  on  the  next 
fair  day. 

Twenty-ninth.  No  Company  or  Battalion  shall  meet  at 
a  Tavern  on  any  of  the  days  of  exercise  ;  nor  shall  march  to 
any  Tavern  before  they  are  discharged. 

Thirtieth.  The  Associatoi-s,  on  days  of  exercise,  may  be 
detained  under  arms,  on  duty  in  the  field,  any  time  not  ex- 
ceeding six  hours,  provided  they  are  not  kept  above  three 
hours  under  arms  at  any  one  time,  without  allowing  them  a 
proper  time  to  refresh  themselves. 

Thirty-first.  The  Sergeant  or  Clerk  of  any  Company,  to 
be  for  this  purpose  appointed  by  the  Captain,  Lieutenants, 
and  Ensigns  of  the  Company,  is  required,  at  the  end  of  one 
hour  after  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
pany or  Battalion,  to  call  over  the  Muster-RoU  of  the  Com- 
pany, noting  those  who  are  absent,  and  that  day  to  make 
return,  in  writing,  to  the  Captain  of  such  absentees ;  and  all 
persons  so  absent  at  the  time  of  calling  over  the  roll,  are 
to  be  liable  to  the  fuies  hereafter  mentioned  in  the  articles 
for  non-attendance. 

Thirty-second.  The  Captain  of  eveiy  Company,  as  soon 
as  he  is  supplied  by  the  publick  w  ith  powder  and  lead  for 
the  purpose,  is  to  take  especial  care  that  twenty-three  rounds 
of  cartridges  are  properly  made  up,  and  suited  to  the  bore 
of  each  firelock  respectively  belonging  to  his  Company,  and 
shall  keep  all  the  cartridges  tliat  are  so  made  up  in  some 
dry  and  convenient  place,  with  the  name  of  the  private 
affixed  for  whose  fu'elock  they  are  fitted,  ready  to  be  dcU- 
vered  out  wlum  occasion  recjuires. 

Thirty-third.  Adjutants,  Drunnners,  and  Fifers,  shall 
receive  the  following  pay  for  every  day  of  service  they  at- 
tend their  res|)ective  Battalions  or  Companies  by  order  of 
the  commanding  officer :  An  Adjutant,  seven  shillings  and 
six  pence ;  a  Di-ummer,  three  shillings ;  a  Fifer,  three  shil- 
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lings ;  the  Dmm-Major  and  Fife-M,ijor  of  every  Battalion 
shall  receive  each  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  shillings  per 
week,  and  be  continued  in  pay  as  long  as  the  Colonels  of 
the  several  Battalions  shall  think  necessary  ;  and  it  is  re- 
quired, that  such  Drum-Majors  and  Fife-Majors  when  not 
in  service  on  days  of  exercise,  shall  be  diligently  employed 
in  instructing  a  proper  number  of  persons  for  Drummers  and 
Fifers  of  the  several  Battalions.  That,  instead  of  an  Adju- 
tant on  pay,  there  be  a  Sergeant-Major  to  each  Battalion 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  who  shall  receive  a  sum  not 
exceeding  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  be  continued  in  pay 
as  long  as  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Battalions  shall  think 
necessary,  provided  the  same  be  not  extended  beyond  the 
second  Monday  in  October  next. 

Thirty-fourth.  All  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Associa- 
tion, when  employed  on  military  watch  and  ward,  or  when 
called  into  actual  service,  in  case  of  an  invasion  or  insurrec- 
tion, or  imminent  danger  of  either,  by  this  House  of  Assem- 
bly, or,  in  their  recess,  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  shall, 
while  on  such  watch,  or  in  such  service,  be  entitled  to  and 
receive  the  same  pay  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Continental  Ti-oops  receive. 

Thirty-fifth.  If  any  officer  or  soldier,  not  labouring  under 
any  infirmity  incapacitating  him  to  serve,  shall,  when  so 
called  into  actual  service,  refuse  to  appear  and  march  with 
his  arms,  ammunition,  and  accoutrements,  or  (if  a  soldier^ 
shall  refuse  to  provide  a  suitable  person  well  clothed,  annea, 
and  accoutred,  to  march  in  his  stead,  such  person  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Battalion  ;  or  if 
any  officer  or  soldier,  having  entered  on  such  service,  shall 
depart  without  leave  of  such  commanding  officer,  he  shall 
be  held  up  to  the  publick  as  a  coward  and  betrayer  of  his 
country  ;  provided  always,  that  no  Associator  be  detained 
in  actual  service  longer  than  two  months  at  one  time,  with- 
out his  free  consent. 

Thirty-sixth.  If  any  Associator,  so  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice, shall  leave  a  family  not  of  ability  to  maintain  themselves 
in  his  absence,  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  one  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  City  or  County 
where  such  Associator  did  reside,  shall  immediately  make 
provision  by  way  of  out-pension  for  the  maintenance  of  such 
family ;  and  a  true  and  proper  account  being  kept  thereof 
shall  be  returned  to  the  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  made  a  Provincial  expense,  and  paid  accordingly. 

Thirty-seventh.  When  any  of  the  Associators  shall  be  so 
called  into  actual  service,  the  Commissioners  of  the  respec- 
tive Counties,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  immediately  provide 
such  carriages  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  accommodation, 
at  the  expense  of  the  publick. 

Thirty-eighth.  As  there  may  happen  occasions  wherein  it 
may  be  necessary  to  call  out  a  part  of  the  Associators  to 
actual,  though  temporary,  service,  and  not  the  whole  body, 
and  it  would  be  inconvenient  and  burdensome,  if,  upon  every 
alarm,  where  the  assistance  of  part  only  may  be  wanted, 
the  whole  should  come  together,  or  a  much  greater  number 
than  the  occasion  required, — it  is  recommended,  that  orders 
may  issue  from  the  Assembly,  or,  in  their  recess,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  to  the  Colonels,  either  to  march  their 
whole  Battalion,  or  to  send  to  an  appointed  rendezvous  one 
or  more  Companies,  as  they  may  be  wanted ;  and,  in  the 
latter  case,  such  Company  to  be  formed  by  drafts  out  of  the 
Companies,  and  to  be  commanded  by  an  officer  out  of  each 
Company,  on  the  tour  of  duty,  each  Company  serving  on 
such  calls,  in  its  turn,  and  for  such  proportion  of  time  as 
shall  make  the  burden  nearly  equal ;  and  if  the  Associatoi's 
who  are  called  forth,  are  not  all  provided  with  good  arms, 
it  is  recommended  to  all  those  who  have  such,  and  are  not 
called  out,  to  lend  the  same  for  that  occasion,  at  the  risk  of 
the  publick. 

Thirty-ninth.  The  Field-Officers  of  every  Battalion  shall 
appoint  some  person  in  each  Company  of  their  respective 
Battalions,  in  whom  they  can  confide,  and  the  officere  in 
every  Troop  of  Horse  and  Company  of  Artillery,  shall,  in 
like  manner,  choose  some  person  in  their  Troop  or  Com- 
pany respectively,  whose  names  shall  be  returned  by  the 
said  officers  respectively  to  the  County  Treasurers  for  the 
Provincial  taxes  in  their  several  Counties  ;  which  persons  so 
appointed  shall,  from  time  to  time,  collect  all  fines  incurred 
by  the  Associators  for  non-attendance,  and  shall  severally 
pay  the  same  to  the  said  County  Treasurers  respectively, 
first  deducting  a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  for  their  trou- 


ble, which  said  County  Treasurers,  respectively,  shall  pay 
the  same  to  Michael  Hillegas,  Esquire,  Treasurer,  after  de- 
ducting a  commission  of  one  per  cent,  for  their  trouble  ;  and 
then  the  said  moneys  shall  be  appropriated  in  the  following 
manner:  1st.  To  the  support  and  relief  of  such  poor  Asso- 
ciators as,  being  called  out  to  actual  service,  shall  be  maimed 
and  wounded  therein,  so  as  to  be  in  any  respect  unable  to 
supjiort  themselves  or  families.  2d.  For  the  support  and 
relief  of  tiie  widows  and  children  of  such  poor  Associatoi-s 
as,  being  called  into  actual  service,  shall  be  killed  therein. 
The  surplus  of  said  moneys  to  be  applied  as  this  or  any 
future  Assembly  shall  direct.  And  the  said  Michael  Hille- 
gas shall  be  allowed  for  his  trouble  herein,  five  shillings  for 
every  one  hundred  pounds  so  received  and  paid  by  him.  It 
is  directed,  that  the  said  Collectors  shall  account  with  the 
officers  who  severally  appointed  them,  as  often  as  such  offi- 
cers shall  require  them  so  to  do ;  and  the  said  officers  shall, 
in  due  time,  transmit  the  accounts  of  the  said  Collectors 
to  the  respective  County  Treasurers  for  the  Provincial 
taxes. 

Lastly.  This  House  having  drawn  up  the  following  Arti- 
cles of  Agreement  for  all  the  Associators  in  the  Province, 
they  do  earnestly  recommend  the  same  to  be  adopted, 
signed,  and  agreed  to,  by  all  die  said  Associators,  in  order 
that  one  general  system  may  prevail  in  Pennsylvania. 

Articles  of  Association  in  Pennsylvania. 

We,  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  engaged  in  the  present 
Association  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty,  being 
fully  sensible  that  the  strength  and  security  of  any  body  of 
men  acting  together,  consists  in  just  regularity,  due  subor- 
dination, and  exact  obedience  to  command,  without  which 
no  individual  can  have  that  confidence  in  the  support  of 
those  about  him  that  is  so  necessary  to  give  firmness  and 
resolution  to  the  whole,  do  voluntarily  and  freely,  after  con- 
sideration of  the  following  Articles,  adopt  the  same  as  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  by  which  we  agree  and  resolve  to  be 
governed  in  all  our  Military  concerns  and  operations,  until 
the  same,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  changed  or  dissolved  by 
the  Assembly  of  this  Province,  or  a  happy  reconciliation 
shall  take  place  beAveen  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  :  - 

1.  If  any  officer  make  use  of  any  profane  oath  or  exe- 
cration when  on  duty,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and 
every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  five  shillings ;  and  if  a  non- 
commissioned officer,  or  soldier,  be  thus  guilty  of  cui-sing  or 
swearing,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  and  every  such 
offence,  the  sum  of  one  shilling. 

2.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  refuse  to  obey  the 
lawful  orders  of  his  superior  officer,  may  be  suspended  from 
doing  duty  on  that  day,  and  shall,  upon  being  convicted  there- 
of before  a  Regimental  Court  of  Associators,  make  such  con- 
cessions as  said  Court  shall  direct. 

3.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  begin,  excite,  cause, 
join  in,  or  promote,  any  disturbance  in  the  Battalion,  Troop, 
or  Company,  to  which  he  belongs,  or  in  any  other  Battalion, 
Troop,  or  Company,  shall  be  fined  or  censured,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  by  the  judgment  of  a  General 
or  Regimental  Court  of  Associators. 

4.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  strike  his  superior  offi- 
cer, or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  shall  lift  up  any  weapon, 
or  offer  any  violence  against  him,  being  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  shall,  upon  a  conviction  before  a  General  or  Re- 
gimental Court  of  Associators,  be  dismissed,  and  shall  be 
deemed  thereby  disgraced  as  unworthy  the  company  of 
freemen. 

5.  Any  commanding  or  other  officer  who  shall  strike  any 
Associator  when  on  duty,  shall,  upon  conviction  before  a 
General  Court  of  Associators,  suffer  such  punishment  as 
the  said  Court  shall  inflict. 

6.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  make  use  of  insolent, 
provoking,  or  indecent  language,  while  on  duty,  shall  suffer 
such  censure  or  fine  as  shall  be  inflicted  by  a  General  or 
Regimental  Court  of  Associators,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  offence. 

7.  If  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  think  himself  injured  by 
his  Colonel,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Battalion,  and 
shall,  upon  due  application  made  to  him,  be  refused  redress, 
he  may  complain  to  the  General  or  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Associators,  or  to  the  Colonel  of  any  other 
Battalion,  wlio  shall  summon  a  General  Court  of  Associa- 
tors, that  justice  may  be  done. 


701 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY,  APRIL,  1776. 


70a 


8.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier  shall  think  himself  in- 
jured by  his  Captain,  or  other  superior  officer,  in  the  Bat- 
talion, Troop,  or  Company  to  which  he  belongs,  he  may 
complain  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Battalion,  who 
shall  summon  a  Regimental  Court  of  Associators  for  the 
doing  justice  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

9.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  shall 
fail  of  repairing  with  his  arms  and  accoutrements,  on  any  of 
the  days  appointed  by  the  Assemljly  for  exercising,  to  the 
place  of  parade,  or  other  rendezvous  appointed  by  the  com- 
manding officer,  if  not  prevented  by  sickness,  or  some  other 
evident  necessity,  of  which  the  commanding  officer  of  said 
Battalion  shall  judge ;  or  shall  go  from  the  place  of  parade 
or  rendezvous  without  leave  from  the  said  commanding  offi- 
cer, before  he  shall  be  regularly  dismissed,  on  penalty  of 
three  shillings  and  six  pence. 

10.  Any  officer  or  soldier  found  drunk  when  under  arms, 
shall  be  suspended  from  doing  duty  in  the  Battalion,  Com- 
pany, or  Troop,  on  that  day,  and  be  fined,  or  censured,  at 
the  discretion  of  a  General  or  Regimental  Court  of  Associa- 
tors. 

11.  Whatever  sentinel  shall  be  found  sleeping  or  drunk 
on  his  post,  or  shall  leave  it  before  he  is  regularly  relieved, 
shall  suffer  such  penalty  or  disgrace  as  shall  be  ordered  by 
a  Regimental  Court  of  Associators. 

12.  Whatever  commissioned  officer  shall  be  convicted 
before  a  General  Court  of  Associators,  of  behaving  in  a 
scandalous  or  infamous  manner,  unbecoming  the  character 
of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  shall  be  dismissed  from  the 
Association  with  disgrace. 

13.  Every  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  who  shall 
be  convicted  at  a  RegimentalCourtof  Associators  of  having 
carelessly  lost,  wilfully  spoiled  or  wasted,  any  ammunition, 
amis,  or  accoutrements,  belonging  to  this  Province,  shall  be 
dismissed  his  Battalion,  Troop,  or  Company,  as  an  unworthy 
member,  and  be  prosecuted  as  the  law  directs. 

14.  All  disorders  and  neglects  which  officers  or  soldiers 
may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  good  order  and 
military  discipline  of  the  Association  of  this  Colony,  are  to 
be  taken  cognizance  of  by  a  General  or  Regimental  Court 
of  Associators,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the 
offence ;  and  such  officere  or  soldiers  shall  be  fined  or  cen- 
sured, at  the  discretion  of  the  Court. 

15.  That,  on  the  first  meeting  of  every  Company  after 
subscribing  these  Articles  of  Association,  and  from  thence 
forward,  on  the  first  meeting  of  every  Company,  after  the 
last  Monday  in  February,  annually,  there  shall  be  chosen 
by  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  out  of  each 
Company  in  the  respective  Battalions,  two  persons  who 
are  entitled  to  vote  for  Members  of  Assembly,  whose  duty 
and  office  shall  be,  for  the  year  following,  to  sit  and  join 
with  the  officers  in  Courts  of  Association,  which  persons  so 
chosen  shall  be  styled  Court-Associators. 

16.  Every  General  Court  of  Associators  shall  consist  of 
thirteen  members,  six  of  whom  shall  be  commissioned  offi- 
cers under  the  rank  of  Field-Officers,  and  six  Court-Asso- 
ciators, who  shall  be  drawn  by  lot  out  of  tlie  whole  number 
for  the  Battalion  ;  and  these  twelve  are  to  choose  a  Presi- 
dent, who  shall  be  a  Field-Officer,  and  have  a  casting  voice. 

17.  Every  Regimental  Court  of  Associators  shall  be  com- 
posed of  seven  members — three  officers,  three  Court-Asso- 
ciators, and  a  President,  who  is  to  be  a  Captain,  and  to  be 
chosen  by  the  six,  and  also  to  have  a  casting  voice. 

18.  In  all  Courts  of  Associators,  not  less  than  two-thirds 
of  the  members  must  agree  in  every  sentence  for  inflicting 
penalties,  or  for  disgracing  any  Associator ;  otiierwise  he 
shall  be  acquitted. 

19.  The  President  of  each  and  every  Court  of  Associa- 
tors, whether  General  or  Regimental,  shall  require  all  wit- 
nesses, in  order  to  the  trial  of  offenders,  to  declare  on  oath 
or  affirmation,  that  the  evidence  they  shall  give  is  the  truth, 
the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth  ;  and  the  mem- 
bers of  all  Courts  of  Associators  shall  take  an  oath,  or  affirm- 
ation, which  the  President  is  required  to  administer  to  the 
other  members,  and  the  next  in  rank  is  required  to  adminis- 
ter to  him,  that  they  will  give  judgment  with  impartiality. 

20.  All  non-commissioned  officers,  drummers,  fifers,  or 
others,  that  shall  be  employed  and  receive  pay  in  any  of  the 
Battalions,  Companies,  or  Troops,  shall  subscribe  these  Rules 
and  Regulations,  and  be  subject  to  such  fines,  to  be  deducted 
from  their  pay,  and  to  such  penalties  as  a  Regimental  Court 


of  Associators  shall  think  proper,  upon  being  convicted  of 
having  transgressed  any  of  these  regulations. 

21.  All  Associators  called  as  witnesses  in  any  case  before 
a  Court  of  Associatoi-s,  who  shall  refuse  to  attend  and  give 
evidence,  shall  be  censured  or  fined,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Court. 

22.  No  officer  or  soldier  being  charged  with  transgressing 
these  rules,  shall  be  suffered  to  do  duty  in  the  Battalion, 
Company,  or  Troop  to  which  he  belongs,  until  he  has  had 
his  trial  by  a  Court  of  Associators,  and  every  person  so 
charged  shall  be  tried  as  soon  as  a  Court  of  Associatore  caa 
be  conveniently  assembled. 

23.  The  officers  and  soldiers  of  every  Company  of  Ar- 
tillery, or  other  Company,  Troop,  or  party,  that  is  or  shall 
be  annexed  to  any  Battalion,  shall  be  subject  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Colonel,  or  commanding  officer  of  said  Bat- 
talion, and  the  officers  shall  sit  as  members  of  Courts  of  As- 
sociators in  the  same  manner  as  the  officers  of  any  other 
Company. 

24.  No  penalty  shall  be  inflicted  at  the  discretion  of  a 
Court  of  Associators,  other  than  degrading,  cashiering,  or 
fining ;  the  fines  for  the  officers  not  to  exceed  three  pounds, 
and  the  fine  for  a  non-commissioned  officer,  or  soldier,  not 
to  exceed  twelve  shillings  for  one  fault. 

25.  The  Field-Officers  of  each  and  every  Battalion  shall 
appoint  a  person  in  every  Company,  to  receive  such  fines  as 
may  arise  within  the  same,  for  breach  of  any  of  these  arti- 
cles, (except  for  non-attendance ;)  and  the  commissioned 
officers  of  the  Company  shall,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Field-Officers,  direct  those  fines  to  be  applied  to  the  relief  of 
the  necessitous  soldiers  belonging  to  that  Company,  and  the 
overplus,  if  any,  to  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  Com- 
pany ;  and  such  pereon  shall  account  with  the  Field-Officers, 
as  often  as  required  for  all  such  fines  received,  and  the  ap- 
plication tliereof. 

26.  The  General,  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  this  Asso- 
ciation for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full  power  of  pardon- 
ing or  mitigating  any  censures  or  penalties  ordered  to  be 
inflicted  for  the  breach  of  any  of  these  articles,  by  any  Ge- 
neral Court  of  Associators  ;  and  every  offender,  convicted  as 
aforesaid  by  any  Regimental  Court  of  Associators,  may  be 
pardoned,  or  have  his  penalties  mitigated  by  the  Colonel 
or  commanding  officer  of  the  Battalion,  excepting  only 
where  such  censures  or  penalties  are  directed  as  satisfaction 
for  injuries  received  by  one  officer  or  soldier  froir^  another. 

27.  Any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  other  per- 
son, who,  having  subscribed  these  articles,  shall  refuse  to 
make  such  concessions,  pay  such  fines,  or,  in  any  other  mat- 
ter, refuse  to  comply  with  the  judgment  of  any  Court  of 
Associators,  shall  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  returned  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  County,  who  shall  charge  and 
proceed  against  him  as  a  Non-Associator,  and  he  shall  fur- 
ther be  deemed  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  o(  America. 

28.  Upon  the  determination  of  any  point  by  a  Regimen- 
tal Court  of  Associators,  if  the  officer  or  soldier  concerned 
on  either  side  thinks  himself  still  aggrieved,  he  may  appeal 
to  a  General  Court  of  Associators ;  but  if,  upon  a  second 
hearing,  the  appeal  appears  groundless  and  vexatious,  the 
person  so  appealing  shall  be  censured,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  said  General  Court. 

29.  Upon  the  death,  resignation,  promotion,  or  other 
removal  of  a  Field-Officer,  Standard-Bearer,  or  Adjutant, 
the  officers  of  the  Battalion  shall  choose  a  person  in  his 
place  ;  and  upon  the  death,  resignation,  promotion,  or  other 
removal  of  an  officer  or  Court- Associator  from  a  Troop  or 
Company,  such  vacancy  is  to  be  filled  by  the  person  such 
Troop  or  Company  shall  elect. 

30.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  be  tried  a  second  time  for 
the  same  offence,  except  in  case  of  appeal. 

31.  That  when  any  officers  or  soldiers  of  the  Associa- 
tion in  this  Province,  shall  be  called  into  actual  service  by 
the  Assembly,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  in  recess  of  Assem- 
bly, they  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  rules  and  articles  made 
by  the  Assembly  at  this  sitting,  for  regulating  and  govem- 
ino-  the  Troops  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  until  they  are 
joined  to  and  in  service  with  Continental  Troops ;  and  then 
they  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  rules  and  articles  already 
made  by  the  honourable  Congress  for  the  government  of 
the  Continental  Troops.  Provided  always,  That  no  offi- 
cer or  soldier  of  the  said  Association  shall,  after  such  junc- 
tion, be  tried  by  any  Court-Martial,  unless  such  Court  be 
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wholly  composed  of  officers  of  the  said  Association,  if  a 
sufficient  number  can  be  had. 

32.  No  commissioned,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  pri- 
vate, shall  withdraw  iiimself  from  the  Company  to  which 
he  belongs,  without  a  discharge  from  the  conmianding  offi- 
cer of  the  Battalion,  nor  shall  such  person  be  received  into 
any  other  Company  without  such  discharge. 

In  testimony  of  our  approbation  and  consent  to  be  go- 
verned by  these  Regulations,  wliich  have  been  deliberately 
read  to,  or  carefully  perused  by  uS;  we  have  hereunto  set 
our  hands. 

Resolutions  directing  the  mode  of  levying  Taxes  on  Non- 
Associators. 

1.  The  Assessors  of  the  several  Townships,  Boroughs, 
Wards,  and  Districts,  within  this  Province,  who  have  not 
performed  the  said  service,  are  required,  on  or  before  the  25th 
day  of  May  next  ensuing,  to  make,  in  writing,  and  deliver 
an  exact  list  of  the  names  and  surnames  of  every  mule  white 
person  capable  of  bearing  arms,  between  the  ages  of  sixteen 
and  fifty  years,  (Ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  all  denomina- 
tions, Schoolmasters  in  actual  employ,  and  Servants  pur- 
chased bona  fide  and  for  a  valuable  consideration,  only 
excepted,)  residing  in  such  Township,  Borough,  Ward,  or 
District,  to  the  Commissionere  of  the  County,  chosen  by 
virtue  of  the  act  for  raising  of  County  Rates  and  Levies. 

2.  If  any  Assessor  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the 
duty  aforesaid,  the  Commissioners  of  the  respective  Coun- 
ties, or  any  two  of  them,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined 
to  fine  him  in  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  Pounds,  unless 
such  Assessor's  refusal  proceeds  from  conscientious  motives  ; 
and  such  fine  shall  be  levied  and  recovered  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  by  the  laws  of  this  Province  for  levy- 
ing and  recovering  fines  imposed  on  Assessors  refusing  or 
neglecting  to  perform  the  duties  therein  required  of  them,  to 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  respective  County  Treasurers, 
to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  same  person,  and  applied  to 
the  same  use,  as  the  other  moneys  directed  to  be  levied  by 
the  Resolves  of  this  House  in  their  present  sitting. 

3.  The  Commissioners  of  the  respective  Counties,  or  any 
two  of  them,  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  appoint 
some  proper  person  to  make  out  the  list  aforesaid,  in  the 
place  of  the  Assessor  so  refusing  or  neglecting  ;  which  per- 
son, so  appointed,  shall  make  out  and  return  such  list  to  the 
Commissiopers  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next  en- 
suing. 

4.  Every  Assessor,  or  person  appointed  in  his  place  as 
aforesaid,  shall,  before  he  begins  to  niake  out  the  lists  afore- 
said, take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  which  any  Magistrate  of 
the  County  is  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  administer, 
without  fee  or  reward,  "That  he  will  go  to  the  place  or 
places  of  abode  of  all  and  every  person  and  persons  residing 
within  his  Township,  Borough,  Ward,  or  District,  and  make 
a  faithful  and  diligent  inquiry  of,  and  endeavour,  by  all  other 
lawful  ways  and  means  in  his  power,  to  procure  a  true  and 
exact  account  and  list  of  the  names  and  surnames  of  all  male 
white  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms,  who  are  between 
the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty  years,  residing  within  his  Town- 
ship, Borough,  Ward,  or  District,  and  will  make  a  return  of 
such  account  or  list  (if  an  Assessor)  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  County,  respectively,  in  which  he  resides,  on  or  be- 
fore the  twenty -fifth  day  of  May  next  ensuing,  or  (if  a  per- 
son appointed  in  the  place  of  an  Assessor)  on  or  before  the 
1st  day  of  June  next  ensuing." 

5.  Every  Assessor,  or  other  person  appointed  and  acting 
in  the  place  of  an  Assessor,  as  aforesaid,  shall  receive  for  his 
trouble  in  making  out  and  returning  such  lists,  the  sum  of 
four  Shillings  for  every  day  he  shall  be  employed  in  that 
service. 

6.  If  any  dispute  shall  arise  concerning  the  age  of  any 
Non-Associator,  the  same  shall  be  determined  before  the 
Commissionei-s  of  the  County,  or  any  two  of  them,  by  oath 
or  affirmation  of  the  person  whose  ago  is  in  question  :  which 
oath  or  affinnation  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  of  them, 
is  hereby  required  to  administer,  or  by  any  other  proj)er  evi- 
dence. 

7.  The  Captains  of  every  Company  are  required  and  en- 
joined, on  or  before  the  1  .jth  day  of  June  next  ensuing,  to 
deliver,  under  his  hand,  to  the  Colonel  of  the  Battalion  to 
which  he  belongs,  a  copy  of  the  Articles  of  Association, 
signed  by  the  Associators  of  his  Company,  therein  mention- 


ing the  County  and  the  Township,  Borough,  Ward,  or  Dis- 
trict in  which  each  of  the  said  Associatore  resides,  which  the 
Colonel  shall  carefully  keep,  and  therefrom  shall  imme- 
diately make  out  and  return,  on  or  before  the  25th  day  of 
the  same  month,  a  fair  duj)licate  to  the  Commissioners  afore- 
said of  the  respective  Counties  in  which  the  said  Associators, 
respectively,  reside. 

8.  The  said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  are  re- 
quired, on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  Jw/y  next  ensuing,  to 
meet  together,  and  cause  their  Clerks  to  make  out  fair  lists 
of  the  names  and  surnames  of  all  persons  mentioned  in  the 
duplicates  returned  to  them  as  aforesaid,  with  their  places 
of  abode,  who  appear  by  the  duplicates  returned  by  the  Co- 
lonels not  to  have  signed  the  Articles  of  Association  ;  and 
thereu]3on  the  said  Commissioners  are  required  to  charge 
every  such  person  not  associating,  over  and  above  the  rates 
and  assessments  set  upon  him  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this 
Province,  the  sum  of  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  on  the  lists 
made  out  by  their  orders  as  aforesaid. 

9.  If  any  Apprentice  is  willing  to  associate,  and  his  Master 
or  Mistress  will  not  pennit  him  so  to  do,  or  detains  him  from 
the  parade  on  any  of  the  days  of  exercise  herein  appointed, 
such  Master  or  Mistress  shall  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  three 
Shillings  and  six  Pence  for  each  time  he  or  she  shall  detain 
his  or  her  said  Apprentice;  and  if  any  Apprentice  of  suit- 
able age  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  apj)ear  on  any  of  the  said 
days  of  exercise,  not  being  detained  by  his  said  Master  or 
Mistress,  such  Apprentice,  if  of  estate,  shall,  by  his  Guardian, 
pay  such  penalty. 

10.  If  any  Commissioner  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  per- 
form any  of  the  duties  required  of  him  by  these  resolutions, 
such  Commissioner  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten 
Pounds  for  every  such  offence,  imless  such  refusal  proceeds 
from  conscientious  motives  ;  such  fine  to  be  recovered,  levied, 
and  applied  in  the  same  manner,  by  the  same  persons,  and 
for  the  same  uses,  as  the  fines  arising  from  the  delinquency 
of  the  Assessors ;  and  in  such  case,  the  Prothonotaries  of  the 
several  Counties  of  this  Province,  respectively,  or  their  im- 
mediate Deputies,  are  hereby  enjoined,  by  and  with  the  con- 
currence of  any  two  Magistrates  of  said  County,  to  appoint 
some  suitable  and  proper  person  in  the  place  and  stead  of 
such  Commissioner  so  refusing  or  neglecting  as  aforesaid ; 
which  person,  so  appointed,  shall  have  the  same  power  and 
authority,  and  perform  the  several  duties  hereby  required  of 
the  said  Commissioner ;  or,  on  failure  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  ten  Pounds,  to  be  applied  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
the  said  Prothonolary  and  Justices  shall  proceed  to  appoint 
another,  and  so  as  often  as  it  shall  become  necessary. 

11.  If  any  person  charged  by  the  Commissioners  as  a 
Non-Associator,  shall,  at  the  day  of  appeal,  produce  to  the 
Commissioners  a  certificate  from  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
any  Battalion,  Troop  of  Horse,  or  Company  of  Artillery, 
that  he  has  become  an  Associator  in  such  Battalion,  Ti-oop, 
or  Company,  the  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall 
make  an  allowance  in  favour  of  such  person  of  three  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence  for  each  of  the  days  of  exercise  appoint- 
ed by  this  House,  after  such  person  became  an  Associator, 
on  which  he  attended  his  Battalion,  Troop,  or  Company,  or 
has  been  fined  for  non-attendance. 

12.  If  any  person  charged  by  the  Commissioners  as  a 
Non-Associator,  shall  die  before  the  day  of  appeal,  or  if, 
before  that  day,  an  accommodation  shall  be  made  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  of  this  Continent,  and,  in 
consequence  thereof,  the  Military  Association  in  this  Pro- 
vince shall  be  dissolved  ;  in  either  of  those  cases,  the  Com- 
missioners, or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make  an  abatement 
in  the  assessment  charged  as  aforesaid,  of  three  Shillings  and 
six  Pence  for  each  of  the  days  of  exercise  aforesaid,  after 
the  death  of  such  Non-Associator,  or  the  dissolution  of  the 
Association. 

1.3.  If  any  Non-Associator,  or  the  Parent,  Guardian, 
Master,  or  Mistress  of  any  Non-Associator,  between  the 
ages  of  sixteen  and  twenty-one  years,  or  any  other  Non- 
Associator,  shall  tiiink  him  or  herself  aggrieved  by  the  assess- 
ment aforesaid,  he  or  she  may  appeal  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  County  wherein  he  or  she  resides,  who,  or  any  two 
of  them,  shall  meet  together  on  the  10th  day  of  October 
next  ensuing,  and  so,  from  day  to  day,  as  long  as  may  be 
necessary,  and  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  Commissioners, 
or  any  two  of  them,  shall  appoint ;  of  which  days  and 
places  of  meeting  they  shall  cause  the  Collectors  to  give 
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due  notice  to  tlie  inhabitants,  and  then  and  there  the  said 
Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  tiieni,  shall  hear  such  appeals 
as  may  he  made  to  them,  and  may  discharge  such  assessment, 
or  lower  the  same,  as  to  them,  on  consideration  of  inability 
of  person  or  estate  only,  shall  appear  just  and  equitable. 

14.  Tlie  said  Commissioners  of  the  respective  Counties, 
or  any  two  of  them,  within  ten  days  after  hearing  and  de- 
termining the  appeals  made  to  them,  shall  rectify  and  adjust 
the  lists  returned  to  them  as  aforesaid,  and  the  assessments 
thereon,  and  deliver  to  the  Treasurers  of  the  respective 
Counties  a  titie  account  of  the  sums  total  wliich  every  Col- 
lector shall  be  charged  with,  in  pursuance  of  these  Resolves  ; 
and  shall  cause  their  Clerks  to  make  out  and  deliver  fair 
duplicates  thereof  to  the  respective  Collectors  of  the  Town- 
ships, Boroughs,  Wards,  and  Districts  within  their  respec- 
tive Counties,  who  shall  collect  the  said  sums,  keeping  exact 
and  separate  accounts  of  the  sums  so  charged  on  Non-Asso- 
ciators.  and  shall  pay  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  respec- 
tive County  Treasurers,  who  shall  pay  the  same  into  the 
hands  of  Michael  Hilkgas,  Esquire,  to  be  applied  to  the 
same  purposes  as  the  fines  and  penalties  collected  from  the 
Association  are  limited  and  directed.  And  all  persons  shall 
be  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  said  sums,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  the  Collectors  shall  have  the  same  powers,  and  shall 
proceed  in  collecting  and  levying  the  said  sums,  and  shall 
be  accountable  in  the  same  manner,  as  is  directed  by  the  Act 
intituled  "  An  Act  for  raising  County  Rates  and  Levies." 

15.  The  allowances  to  the  Collectors  of  such  assess- 
ments, and  to  the  Treasurers,  respectively,  shall  be  the 
same  with  those  appointed  and  directed  in  the  collection  of 
fines  from  Associators  for  non-attendance. 

16.  The  Treasurers  of  the  respective  Counties,  before 
they  enter  on  the  duties  hereby  required  of  them,  shall  give 
the  like  security,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  ofiice,  to 
the  Commissioners  of  their  several  Counties,  that  tliey  are 
now  obliged  by  the  laws  of  this  Province  to  give  for  the  due 
payment  of  Provincial  Taxes. 

17.  All  and  every  person  and  persons  who  are  required 
or  enjoined  by  these  Resolutions,  or  any  of  them,  to  discharge 
or  perform  any  of  the  offices  or  duties  herein  before-men- 
tioned, are  hereby  further  earnestly  and  solemnly  required 
and  enjoined,  with  all  diligence  and  fidelity,  strenuously  to 
exert  themselves  in  discharging  and  performing  such  offices 
and  duties,  and  every  part  thereof,  as  they  regard  the  free- 
dom, security,  and  happiness  of  their  countiy. 

Whereas  a  number  of  spirited  Germans,  and  other  foreign- 
ers, not  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  freemen  of  this  Province, 
have  cheerfully  associated  in  its  defence,  and  shown  a  readi- 
ness to  expose  their  lives  therefor,  if  necessary: 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  every  such  person  producing 
a  certificate,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  any  Battalion  in  the  Military  Association  of  this 
Province,  signifying  that  such  person  has  signed  the  Articles 
of  the  Association,  and  served  pursuant  thereto,  and,  in  case 
of  an  invasion  or  alarm,  has,  upon  his  own  account,  gone 
forth  into  actual  service,  such  person  shall  be,  and  is  hereby, 
recommended  to  the  special  notice  and  encouragement  of 
this  and  any  future  Assembly,  in  order  to  his  being  put  in  the 
same  condition,  and  entitled  to  the  same  rights  and  privileges, 
as  natural-born  subjects  within  this  Province  now  are. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety 
procure  a  sufficient  number  of  complete  copies  of  the  "  Rules 
and  Regulations  for  the  better  government  of  the  Military  As- 
sociation in  Pennsylvania,"  "  The  Articles  of  the  said  Asso- 
ciation," and  the  "  Resolutions  directing  the  mode  of  levying 
Taxes  on  Non-Associators  in  Pennsylvania,"  as  amended 
at  this  sitting,  to  be  immediately  printed  in  the  English  and 
German  languages,  and  transmitted  to  the  Commanding 
Officers  of  the  several  Battalions,  and  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  several  Counties  in  this  Province. 


The  Committee  apixiintcd  last  night  to  bring  in  a  draft  of 
Rules  and  Articles  for  the  Troops  in  the  pay  of  this  Province, 
agreeable  to  the  alterations  directed  by  the  House,  reported 
an  essay  for  that  purpose ;  which  being  read  and  agreed  to, 
the  same  was  transcribed  by  order,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  viz : 

Rules  and  Articles  for  the  government  of  Pennsvlvania 
Forces. 

Whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province  are  under  an 
bdispensable  necessity  of  raising  an  Armed  Force  for  their 
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immediate  security  and  protection,  and  to  repel  any  hostile 
attacks  which  may  be  made  upon  tliem :  for  the  due  regu- 
lating and  governing  whereof, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Rules  and  Articles  be 
attended  to,  obeyed,  and  observed,  by  such  Troops  as  are 
or  may  be  raised,  and  in  the  pay  of  this  Province : 

Article  1.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  officers  and 
soldiers  diligently  to  attend  divine  service ;  and  all  oHieers 
and  soldiers  who  shall  behave  indecently  or  irreverently  at  any 
place  of  divine  worship,  shall,  if  commissioned  officii-s,  be 
brought  before  a  Court-Martial,  there  to  be  publiekly  and 
severely  reprimanded  by  the  President ;  if  non-commissioned 
officers  or  soldiei-s,  every  person  so  offending  shall,  for  bis 
first  ofience,  forfeit  one-sixth  of  a  dollar,  lo  be  deducted  out 
of  his  next  pay  :  for  the  second  offence,  he  shall  not  only 
forfeit  a  like  sum,  but  be  confined  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  for 
every  like  oftence,  shall  suffer  and  pay,  in  like  manner  ;  which 
money,  so  forfeited,  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  sick 
soldiers  of  the  troop  or  company  to  which  the  oflender  belongs. 
Article  2.  Whatsoever  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier shall  use  any  profane  oath  or  execration,  shall  incur  the 
penalties  expressed  in  the  foregoing  article ;  and  if  a  com- 
missioned officer  be  thus  guilty  of  profane  cursing  or  swear- 
ing, he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  and  every  offence,  the 
sum  of  four  shillings,  lawful  money. 

Article  3.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  behave  himself 
with  contempt  or  disrespect  towards  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  said  forces,  or  shall  speak  false  words  tending  to  his 
or  their  hurt  or  dishonour,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  ofience,  by  the  judgment  of  a  General  Court- 
Martial. 

Article  4.  Any  officer  or  soldier  w  ho  shall  begin,  excite, 
cause,  or  join,  in  any  mutiny  or  sedition  in  the  regiment, 
troop,  or  company  to  which  he  bcilongs,  or  in  any  other  re- 
giment, troop,  or  company  of  the  said  forces,  either  by  land 
or  sea,  or  in  any  party,  post,  detachment,  or  guard,  on  anj^ 
pretence  whatsoever,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punish- 
ment as  a  General  Court-Martial  shall  direct. 

Article  5.  Any  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  sol- 
dier, who,  being  present  at  any  mutiny  or  sedition,  docs  not 
use  his  utmost  endeavoure  to  suppress  the  same,  or,  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  any  mutiny,  or  intended  mutiny,  does 
not,  without  delay,  give  information  thereof  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  shall  be  punished  by  order  of  a  General 
Court-Martial  according  to  the  nature  of  his  offence. 

Article  6.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  strike  his 
superior  officer,  or  draw,  or  offer  to  draw,  or  shall  lift  up 
any  weapon,  or  offer  any  violence  against  him,  being  in  the 
execution  of  his  office,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  or  shall 
disobey  any  law  ful  commancls  of  his  superior  officer,  shall 
suffer  such  punishment  as  shall,  accoiding  to  the  nature  of 
his  offence,  be  ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court- 
Martial. 

Article  7.  Any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  w  ho 
shall  desert,  or,  without  leave  of  his  commanding  officer, 
absent  himself  fix)m  the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  be- 
longs, or  from  any  detachment  of  the  same,  shall,  upon  being 
convicted  thereof,  be  punished  according  to  the  nature  of 
his  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Article  8.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  he  convict- 
ed of  having  advised  or  persuaded  any  other  officer  or  sol- 
dier to  desert,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be  order- 
ed by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Article  9.  Any  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  desert  to  the 
enemy,  and  afterwards  be  taken,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such 
other  punishment  as  a  General  Court-Martial  shall  direct. 

Article  10.  All  officers,  of  what  condition  soever,  shall 
have  power  to  part  and  quell  all  quarrels,  frays,  and  disor- 
ders, though  the  persons  concerned  should  belong  to  another 
regiment,  trcop,  or  company,  and  either  order  officers  to  be 
arrested,  or  non-commissioned  officers  or  soldiers  to  be  con- 
fiiK^d  and  imprisoned,  till  their  proper  superior  officers  shall 
be  acquainted  therewith  ;  and  whoever  shall  refuse  to  obey 
such  officer,  (though  of  an  inferior  rank,)  or  shall  draw  his 
sword  upon  him,  shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a 
General  Court-IMartial. 

Article  11.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  use  any  reproachful 
or  provoking  speeches  or  gestures  to  another,  nor  shall  pre- 
sume to  send  a  cliallenge  to  any  person  to  fight  a  duel ;  and 
whoever  shall  knowingly  or  willingly  sufler  any  person  to 
go  ibrUi  to  fight  a  tluci,  or  shall  second,  promote,  or  carry 
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■any  challenge,  shall  be  deemed  as  a  principal ;  and  whatso- 
ever officer  or  soldier  shall  upbraid  another  for  refusing  a 
cballen<;c,  shall  also  be  considered  as  a  challenger;  and  all 
such  offenders,  in  any  of  these,  or  such  like  cases,  shall  be 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court-Martlal. 

Arlick  1  y.  Every  oflicer  commanding  in  quarters,  or  on 
a  niarcTli,  shall  keep  good  order,  and,  to  the  utmost  of  hia 
power,  reilress  all  such  abuses  or  disorders  as  may  be  com- 
mitted hy  any  oflicer  or  soldier  under  his  command.  If, 
upon  any  complaint  being  made  to  him  of  officere  or  soldiers 
beating,  or  otlierw  ise  ill-treating  any  pei-son,  or  of  committing 
any  kind  of  riot,  to  the  disquieting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Continent,  he,  the  said  commander,  who  shall  refuse  or  omit 
to  see  justice  done  on  the  ofiender  or  offenders,  and  repara- 
tion made  to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  as  far  as  the 
oflbnder's  wages  shall  enable  him  or  them,  shall,  upon  due 
proof  tliercof,  be  ))unished  as  ordered  by  a  General  Court- 
Murtial,  in  such  manner  as  if  he  himself  had  committed  the 
crimes  or  disorders  complained  of. 

Arlick  13.  If  any  officer  shall  think  himself  wronged  by 
his  Colonel,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment,  and 
shall,  upon  due  application  made  to  him,  be  refused  to  be 
redressed,  he  may  complain  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  said  forces,  in  order  to  obtain  justice,  who  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  examine  into  said  complaint  and  see  that  justice 
be  done. 

Article  14.  If  any  inferior  officer  or  soldier  shall  think 
himself  wronged  by  his  Captain  or  other  officer  command- 
ing the  troop  or  company  to  which  he  belongs,  he  is  to  com- 
])lain  thereof  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment, 
who  is  hereby  required  to  summon  a  Regimental  Court-Mar- 
tial  for  the  doing  justice  to  the  complainant ;  from  which 
Regimental  Court-Martial,  either  party  may,  if  he  thinks 
himself  still  aggrieved,  appeal  to  a  General  Court-Martial ; 
but  if,  upon  a  second  hearing,  the  appeal  shall  appear  to  be 
vexatious  and  groundless,  the  person  so  appealing  shall  be 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  the  General  Court-Martial. 

Article  15.  All  publick  stores  taken  in  the  enemy's  camp 
or  magazines,  whether  of  artillery,  ammunition,  clothing,  or 
provisions,  shall  be  secured  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 
And  all  commissioned  officers  found  guilty,  by  a  General 
Court-Martial,  of  embezzling  the  same,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
forfeit  all  his  pay,  be  ipso  facto  cashiered,  and  deemed  unfit 
for  further  service  as  an  officer.  And  all  non-conmiissioned 
officers  and  soldiers  convicted  before  a  Regimental  Court- 
Martial  of  stealing  or  embezzling  the  same,  if  a  non-com- 
missioned officer,  shall  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  punish- 
ed with  whipping,  not  less  than  fifteen  nor  more  than  thirty- 
nine  lashes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court-Martial ;  if  a  pri- 
vate soldier,  with  the  same  punishment. 

Article  16.  Whatsoever  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier shall  be  convicted,  at  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  of 
having  sold,  or  designedly,  or  through  neglect,  wasted  the 
ammunition,  arms,  or  provisions,  or  other  military  stores, 
delivered  out  to  him  to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  this 
Province,  shall,  if  an  officer,  be  reduced  to  a  private  senti- 
nel ;  and  if  a  private  soldier,  shall  suffer  such  punishment 
as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  Regimental  Court-Martial. 

Article  17.  All  commissioned  officers  found  guilty  by  a 
General  Court-Martial  of  any  fraud  or  embezzlement,  shall 
forfeit  all  his  pay,  be  ipso  facto  cashiered,  and  deemed  unfit 
for  further  service  as  an  officer. 

Article  18.  All  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
convicted  before  a  Regimental  Court-Martial  of  stealing, 
embezzling,  or  destroying  ammunition,  provisions,  tools,  or 
anything  belonging  to  the  publick  stores, — if  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  to  be  reduced  to  the  ranks,  and  punished  with 
whipping,  not  less  than  fifteen  nor  more  than  thirty-nine 
lashes,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court-Martial ;  if  a  private 
soldier,  with  the  same  corporal  punishment. 

Article  19.  All  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 
who  shall  be  found  one  mile  from  the  camp,  without  leave 
in  writing  from  their  commanding  officer,  shall  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  inflicted  on  him,  or  them,  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  Regimental  Court-Martial. 

Article  20.  Every  non-cominissioned  officer  and  soldier 
shall  retire  to  his  quarters  or  tent  at  the  beating  of  the  re- 
treat ;  in  default  of  which,  he  shall  be  punished,  according 
to  the  nature  of  his  offence,  by  order  of  the  commanding 
officer. 

Article  21.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  lie  out  of  his  quar- 


ters, or  camp,  without  leave  from  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  regiment,  upon  penalty,  if  an  officer,  of  being  mulcted 
one  month's  pay  for  the  first  oflence,  and  cashiered  for  the 
second  ;  if  a  non-commissioned  officer,  or  solidier,  of  being 
confined  seven  days  on  bread  and  water  for  the  first  offence, 
and  the  same  punishment,  and  a  forfeiture  of  a  week's  pay 
for  the  second. 

Article  22.  No  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  or  sol- 
dier, shall  fail  of  repairing  at  the  time  fixed  to  the  place  of 
parade  or  exercise,  or  other  rendezvous  appointed  by  the 
commanding  officer,  if  not  prevented  by  sickness,  or  some 
other  evident  necessity,  or  shall  go  from  the  said  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, or  from  his  guard,  without  leave  from  his  command- 
ing officer,  before  he  shall  be  regularly  dismissed  or  rcli(;ved, 
on  penalty  of  being  punished  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
offijnce,  by  the  sentence  of  a  Regimental  Court-Martial. 

Article  23.  Whatsoever  commissioned  oflicer  shall  be 
found  drunk  on  his  guard,  party,  or  odier  duty  under  arms, 
shall  be  cashiered  w  ilh  infamy  ;  any  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer or  soldier  so  offending,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  whipped 
not  less  than  twenty  nor  more  than  thirty-nine  lashes,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

Article  24.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier,  placed  as  a 
sentinel,  shall  be  found  sleeping  upon  his  post,  or  shall  leave 
it  before  he  shall  be  regularly  relieved, — if  a  commissioned 
oflicer,  shall  be  cashiered  with  infamy  ;  if  a  non-commission- 
ed officer  or  soldier,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  whipped,  not 
less  than  twenty,  nor  more  tlian  thirty-nine  lashes,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  offence. 

Article  25.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  said  troops, 
who,  by  discharging  of  firc-anns,  beating  of  tlrums,  or  hy 
any  other  means  whatsoever,  shall  occasion  false  alarms  in 
camp  or  quarters,  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Article  26.  Any  officer  or  soldier,  who,  without  urgent 
necessity,  or  without  leave  of  his  superior  officer,  shall  quit 
his  platoon  or  division,  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
nature  of  his  offence,  by  the  sentence  of  a  Regimental 
Court-Martial. 

Article  27.  If  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  leave  his  post  or 
colours  in  time  of  an  engagement,  to  go  in  search  of  plunder, 
he  shall,  if  a  commissioned  officer,  be  cashiered  with  infamy, 
and  forfeit  all  share  of  plunder;  if  a  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer or  soldier,  bo  whipped,  not  less  than  twenty,  nor  more 
than  thirty-nine  lashes,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  oflence, 
and  forfeit  all  share  of  plunder  taken  from  the  enemy. 

Article  28.  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  violence,  or  offer 
any  insult,  or  abuse,  to  any  person  w  ho  shall  bring  provisions 
or  other  necessaries  to  the  camp  or  quarters  of  llie  forces  of 
this  Province  ;  any  officer  or  soldier  so  offending  shall,  upon 
complaint  being  made  to  the  commanding  officer,  suffer  such 
punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  a  Regimental  Court-Mar- 
tial. 

Article  29.  Whatsoever  officer  or  soldier  shall  misbehave 
himself  before  the  enemy,  or  shamefully  abandon  any  post 
committed  to  his  charge,  or  shall  speak  words  inducing 
others  to  do  the  like,  shall  suffer  death  immediately. 

Article  30.  In  all  cases  where  a  commissioned  oflicer  is 
cashiered  for  cowardice  or  fraud,  it  be  added  in  the  punish- 
ment, that  the  crime,  name,  and  place  of  abode,  and  pu- 
nishment of  the  delinquent  be  published  in  the  ncwspaj)ers 
of  this  Province ;  after  which  it  shall  be  deemed  scanda- 
lous in  any  officer  to  associate  with  him. 

Article 'S\.  Any  person  belonging  to  the  said  troops, 
who  shall  make  known  the  watchword  to  any  pereon  who 
is  not  entitled  to  receive  it,  according  to  the  rules  and  dis- 
cipline of  war,  or  shall  presume  to  give  a  parole  or  watch- 
word difltTent  from  what  he  received,  shall  sufTer  death,  or 
such  other  punishment  as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  sentence 
of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Article  32.  All  persons  convicted  of  holding  a  treache- 
rous correspondence  with,  or  giving  intellig(>nce  to  the  enemy, 
shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as  a  General 
Court-Martial  shall  think  proper. 

Article  33.  Whosoever,  belonging  to  the  tixwps  of  this 
Province,  sliall  relieve  the  enemy  with  money,  victuals,  or 
ammunition,  or  shall  knowingly  harbour  or  protect  an  enemy, 
shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  by  a  General  Court-Martial 
shall  be  ordered. 

Article  34.  If  any  commander  of  any  post,  intrench- 
ment,  or  fortress,  shall  be  compelled  by  the  officers  or  sol- 
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diers  under  his  command  to  give  it  up  to  the  enemy,  or 
to  abandon  it.  thu  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned 
officers,  or  soldiers,  who  shall  be  convicted  of  having  so 
offended,  shall  suffer  death,  or  such  other  punishment  as 
may  be  inflicted  upon  them  by  tlie  sentence  of  a  General 
Court-jVfartial. 

Article  35.  All  officers  and  soldiers  who  shall  wilfully, 
or  through  negligence,  disobey  any  general  or  special  orders, 
shall  be  punished  at  the  discretion  of  a  Regimental  Court- 
Martial,  where  the  offence  is  against  a  Regimental  order; 
and  at  the  discretion  of  a  General  Court-Martial,  where  the 
ofience  is  against  an  order  given  from  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  or  the  commander  of  any  detachment  or  ])ost,  and 
such  General  Court-Martial  can  be  had. 

Article  36.  All  sutlers,  and  retailers  to  a  camp,  and  all 
persons  whatsoever,  serving  with  the  said  troops  in  the  field, 
though  not  Inlisted  soldiers,  are  to  be  subject  to  these  arti- 
cles, rules  and  regulations. 

Article  37.  No  General  Court-Martial  shall  consist  of  a 
less  number  than  thirteen,  none  of  whom  shall  be  under  the 
degree  of  a  commissioned  officer,  and  the  President  shall  be 
a  Field-Officer ;  and  the  President  of  each  and  every  Court- 
Martial,  whether  General  or  Regimental,  shall  have  power 
to  administer  an  oath  to  every  witness,  in  order  to  the  trial 
of  offenders.  And  the  members  of  all  Courts-MartiaV  shall 
be  duly  sworn  by  the  President ;  and  the  next  in  rank  on  the 
Court-Martial  shall  administer  the  oath  to  the  President. 

Article  38.  The  members,  both  of  General  and  Regi- 
mental Courts-Martial,  shall,  when  belonging  to  different 
corps,  take  the  same  rank  which  they  hold  in  the  Army ; 
but  when  Courts-Martial  shall  be  composed  of  officers  of 
one  corps,  they  shall  take  their  ranks  according  to  their  com- 
missbns  by  which  they  are  mustered  in  the  said  corps. 

Article  39.  All  the  members  of  a  Court-Martial  are  to  be- 
have with  calmness,  decency,  and  impartiality  ;  and  in  giving 
of  their  votes,  are  to  begin  witli  the  youngest  or  lowest  in 
commission. 

Article  40.  No  Fleld-Officcr  shall  be  tried  by  any  per- 
son under  the  degree  of  a  Captain  ;  nor  shall  any  proceed- 
ings or  trials  be  earned  on,  excepting  between  the  hours  of 
eight  in  the  morning  and  three  in  the  afternoon ;  except  in 
-  cases  which  require  an  immediate  example. 

Article  41.  The  commissioned  officers  of  every  regiment 
may,  by  the  appointment  of  their  Colonel,  or  commanding 
*  officer,  hold  Regimental  Courts-Martial  for  the  inquiring 
into  such  disputes  or  criminal  matters  as  may  come  before 
them,  and  for  the  inflicting  corporal  punishments  for  small 
ofTencos,  and  shall  give  judgment  by  the  majoiity  of  voices ; 
but  no  sentence  shall  be  executed  till  the  commandmg  ofii- 
cer  (not  being  a  member  of  the  Court-Martial)  shall  have 
confirmed  the  same. 

Article  42.  No  Regimental  Court-Martial  shall  consist 
of  less  than  five  officers,  excepting  in  cases  where  that  num- 
ber cannot  be  conveniently  assembled,  when  three  may  be 
sufficient,  who  are  likewise  to  determine  upon  the  sentence 
by  the  majority  of  voices  ;  which  sentence  is  to  be  confirmed 
by  the  commanding  officer,  not  being  a  member  of  the 
Court-Martial. 

Article  43.  Every  officer  commanding  in  any  fort,  castle, 
barrack,  or  elsewhere,  where  the  corps  under  his  command 
consists  of  detachments  from  different  regiments,  or  of  inde- 
pendent companies,  may  assemble  Courts-Martial  for  the 
trial  of  offenders,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  Regi- 
mental ;  whose  sentence  is  not  to  be  executed  till  it  shall  be 
confirmed  by  the  commanding  officer. 

Article  44.  No  person  whatsoever  shall  use  menacing 
words,  signs,  or  gestures,  in  the  presence  of  a  Court-Martial 
then  sitting,  or  shall  cause  any  disorder  or  riot,  so  as  to  dis- 
turb their  proceedings,  on  the  ponalty  of  being  punished  at 
the  discretion  of  the  said  Court-Martial. 

Article  45.  To  the  end  that  oftendere  may  be  brought  to 
iustice,  whenever  any  officer  or  soldier  shall  commit  a  ciime 
deserving  punishment,  he  shall,  by  his  commanding  officer, 
if  an  oflicer,  be  put  in  arrest ;  if  a  non-commissioned  officer 
or  soldier,  be  imprisoned  till  he  shall  be  eidier  tried  by  a 
Court-Martial,  or  shall  be  lawfully  discharged  by  proper 
authority. 

Article  46.  No  officer  or  soldier  who  shall  be  put  in 
arrest  or  imiirisonincnt,  shall  continue  in  his  confinement 
more  than  eight  days,  or  till  such  time  as  a  Court-Martial 
can  be  conveniently  assembled. 


Article  47.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost- 
marshal,  shall  refuse  to  receive,  or  keep,  any  prisoner  com- 
mitted to  his  charge  by  an  officer  belonging  to  the  said' 
forces ;  which  officer  shall,  at  the  same  time,  deliver  arc 
account,  in  writing,  signed  by  himself,  of  the  crime  with 
which  the  said  prisoner  is  charged. 

Article  48.  No  officer  commanding  a  guard,  or  provost- 
marshal,  shall  presume  to  release  any  prisoner  committed  to 
his  charge  without  proper  authority  for  so  doing ;  nor  shall 
he  suffer  any  prisoner  to  escape,  on  the  penalty  of  being 
punished  for  it  by  the  sentence  of  a  General  Court-Marlial. 

Article  49.  Every  officer,  or  provost-marshal,  to  whose 
charge  prisoners  shall  be  committed,  is  hereby  re(juire<!, 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  such  commitment,  or  as  soon 
as  he  shall  be  relieved  from  his  guard,  to  give,  in  writing,  to 
the  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  to  whom  the  prisoner  belongs, 
(where  the  prisoner  is  confined  upon  the  guard  belonging  to 
the  said  Regiment,  and  that  his  offence  only  relates  to  the 
neglect  of  duty  in  his  own  corps,)  or  to  the  Commandei-in- 
Chlef,  their  names,  crimes,  and  the  names  of  the  officei-s 
who  committed  tliein,  on  the  penalty  of  being  punished  for 
his  disobedience  or  neglect,  at  the  discretion  of  a  Genei-al 
Court-Martial. 

Article  50.  And  if  any  officer  under  an  arrest  shall  leave 
his  confinement  before  he  is  set  at  liberty  by  the  officer  who 
confined  him,  or  by  a  superior  power,  he  shall  be  cashiered 
for  it. 

Article  51.  Whatsoever  commissioned  officer  shall  be 
convicted  before  a  General  Court-Martial  of  behaving  in  a 
scandalous,  infamous  manner — such  as  is  unbecoming  the 
character  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman — shall  be  discharged 
from  the  service. 

Article  52.  All  officers,  conductors,  gunners,  matrosses, 
drivers,  or  any  other  persons  whatsoever,  receiving  pay  or 
hire  in  the  service  of  the  Artillery  of  this  Province,  shall  be 
governed  by  the  aforesaid  rules  and  articles ;  and  shall  be 
subject  to  be  tried  by  Courts-Martial  in  like  manner  with 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Provincial  Troops. 

Article  53.  For  differences  arising  amongst  themselves, 
or  in  mattei-s  relating  solely  to  their  own  corjis,  the  Courts- 
Martial  may  be  composed  of  their  own  officers  ;  but  where 
a  sufficient  number  of  such  officers  cannot  be  assembled,  or 
in  matters  wherein  other  corps  are  Interested,  the  officers  of 
Artillery  shall  sit  in  Courts-Martial  with  the  officers  of  tlu! 
other  corps. 

Article  54.  All  crimes  not  capital,  and  all  disorders  and 
neglects  which  oflicei-s  and  soldiers  may  be  guilty  of,  to  the 
prejudice  of  good  order  and  military  discipline,  though  not 
mentioned  in  die  articles  of  war,  are  to  be  taken  cognizance 
of  by  a  General  or  Regimental  Court-Martial,  according  to 
the  nature  and  degree  of  the  offence,  and  to  be  punished  at 
their  discretion. 

Article  55.  That  no  persons  shall  be  sentenced  by  a 
Court-Martial  to  suffer  death,  except  in  the  cases  expressly 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles ;  nor  shall  any  punish- 
ment be  inflicted  at  the  discretion  of  a  Court-Martial  other 
than  degrading,  cashiering,  drumming  out  of  the  Anny, 
whipping  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes  ;  fine  not  exceed- 
ing two  months'  pay  of  the  offender;  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding one  month. 

Article  56.  The  Field-Officers  of  each  and  every  Regi- 
ment are  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  belonging  to  such 
Regiment  to  receive  all  such  fines  as  may  arise  widiin  the 
same  for  any  breach  of  any  of  the  foregoing  articles ;  and 
sliall  direct  the  same  to  be  carefully  and  properiy  applied 
to  the  relief  of  such  sick,  wounded,  or  necessitous  soldiers  as 
belon<r  to  such  Regiment;  and  such  person  shall  account 
with  such  officer  for  all  fines  received,  and  the  application 
thereof. 

Article  57.  All  membei-s  sitting  in  Courts-Martial  shall 
be  sworn,  or  affirmed,  by  the  President  of  said  courts  ;  which 
President  shall  himsiilf  be  sworn,  or  affimied,  by  the  officer 
in  said  court  next  in  rank.  The  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  be 
administered  previous  to  their  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  any 
offender,  in  form  following,  viz :  "  You,  A  B,  do  swear,  (or 
affirm,)  that  you  will  well  and  tnily  try,  and  Impartially  de- 
termine, the  cause  of  the  prisoner  now  to  be  tried,  according 
to  the  niles  for  regulating  the  troops  of  this  Province."  : 

Article  58.  All  persons  called  to  give  evidence  in  any 
case  before  a  Court-Martial,  who  shall  refuse  to  give  evi- 
dence, shall  be  punished  for  such  refusal  at  the  discretion  of 
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such  Court-Martial.  The  oath,  or  affirmation,  to  l)c  admi- 
nistered in  the  follow  ing  fonn,  viz :  "  You  swear,  or  affirin, 
the  evidence  you  shall  give  in  the  case  now  in  hearing  shall 
be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  hut  the  truth." 

Article  59.  Eveiy  officer  commanding  a  regiment,  troop, 
or  company,  shall,  upon  notice  given  to  him  by  the  Com- 
missary of  the  Musters,  or  from  one  of  his  deputies,  assem- 
ble the  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  under  his  command, 
in  the  next  convenient  place  for  their  being  mustered,  on 
penalty  of  his  being  cashiered  and  mulcted  of  his  pay. 

Article.  60.  Every  Colonel,  or  other  Field-Officer,  or  offi- 
rer  commanding  any  corps  to  which  there  is  no  Field-Offi- 
cer, and  actually  residing  with  it,  may  give  furloughs  to 
non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  in  such  numbers,  and 
for  so  long  a  time,  as  he  shall  judge  to  be  most  consistent 
with  the  good  of  the  service  ;  hut  no  non-commissioned  offi- 
cer or  soldier  shall,  by  leave  of  his  Captain,  or  inferior  offi- 
cer commanding  the  troop,  or  company,  (his  Field-Officer 
not  being  present,)  be  absent  above  twenty  days  in  six 
months ;  nor  shall  more  than  two  private-men  be  absent 
at  the  same  time  from  their  troop,  or  company,  except- 
ing some  extraonlinar)'  occasion  shall  require  it ;  of  which 
occasion  the  Field-Officer  present  with,  and  commanding 
the  regiment,  or  indcpend(^nt  corps,  is  to  be  judge. 

Article  61.  At  every  muster,  the  commanding  officer  of 
each  regiment,  troop,  or  company,  there  j)resent,  shall  give 
to  the  Mustermaster  certificates,  signed  by  himself,  signifying 
how  long  such  officei-s,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  sol- 
diers, wlio  shall  not  appear  at  the  said  muster,  have  been 
absent,  and  the  reason  of  their  absence  ;  which  reasons,  and 
the  time  of  absence,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  muster-rolls  op- 
posite to  the  names  of  such  absentees  ;  and  the  Surgeons,  or 
their  Mates,  shall,  at  the  same  time,  give  to  the  Mustermas- 
ter a  certificate,  signed  by  them,  signifying  the  state  of 
health,  or  sickness,  of  those  under  their  care ;  and  the  said 
certificates  shall,  together  with  the  muster-rolls,  be,  by  the 
said  Mustennaster,  transmitted  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  said  troops,  and  to  this  or  any  future  Assembly,  or,  in 
their  recess,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  at  least  once  a 
month  ;  on  failure  whereof,  the  Mustermaster  so  offending 
shall  be  discharged  from  the  service. 

Article  62.  Every  officer  who  shall  be  convicted  before 
a  General  Court-Martial  of  having  signed  a  false  certificate 
relating  to  the  absence  of  either  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer,  or  private  soldier ;  and  every  Surgeon,  or  Mate,  con- 
victed of  signing  a  false  certificate  relating  to  the  health,  or 
sickness  of  those  under  his  care,  shall  be  cashiered. 

Article  63.  Every  officer  who  shall,  knowingly,  make  a 
false'  muster  of  man  or  horse,  and  every  officer  or  Commis- 
sary who  shall  willingly  sign,  direct,  or  allow,  the  signing  of 
the  muster-roils  wherein  such  false  muster  is  contained, 
shall,  upon  proof  made  thereof,  by  two  witnesses,  before  a 
General  Court-Martial,  be  cashiered,  and,  moreover,  forfeit 
all  such  pay  as  may  be  due  to  him  at  the  time  of  conviction 
of  such  offence. 

Article  64.  Any  Commissary  who  shall  be  convicted  of 
having  taken  any  gift,  or  gi-atuity,  on  the  mustering  any  re- 
giment, troop,  or  company,  or  on  the  signing  the  muster- 
rolls,  shall  he  displaced  from  his  office,  and  forfeit  his  pay, 
as  in  the  jireceding  article. 

Article  65.  Any  officer  who  shall  presume  to  muster  any 
person  as  a  soldier  who  is,  at  other  times,  accustomed  to 
wear  a  livery,  or  who  does  not  actually  do  his  duty  as  a 
soldier,  shall  bo  deemed  guilty  of  having  made  a  false  mus- 
ter, and  shall  suffer  accordingly. 

Article  66.  Every  officer  who  shall,  knowingly,  make  a 
false  return  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  said  forces, 
or  to  any  superior  officer  authorized  to  call  for  such  returns, 
of  the  state  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent  company, 
or  garrison,  under  his  command,  or  of  arms,  ammunition, 
clothing,  or  other  stores  thereunto  belonging,  shall,  by  a 
Court-Martial,  be  cashiered. 

Article  67.  The  commanding  officer  of  every  regiment, 
troop,  independent  company,  or  garrison,  in  the  service 
aforesaid,  shall,  in  the  beginning  of  every  month,  remit  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  said  forces  an  exact  return  of 
the  state  of  the  regiment,  troop,  independent  company,  or 
garrison,  under  his  command,  specifying  the  names  of  the 
officers  not  then  residing  at  their  posts,  and  the  reason  for, 
and  time  of,  their  absence.  Whoever  shall  bo  convicted  of 
-having,  through  neglect  or  design,  omitted  sending  such  re- 


tunis,  shall  be  punished,  according  to  the  nature  of  his 
crime,  by  the  judgment  of  a  General  Court-Martial. 

Article  68.  No  Sutler  shall  be  permitted  to  sell  any  kind 
of  liquors  or  victuals,  or  to  keep  their  houses  or  shops  open 
for  the  entertainment  of  soldiers,  after  nine  at  night,  or  Ixiforc 
the  beating  of  the  reveille,  or  upon  Sundays  during  divine 
service  or  sermon,  on  the  penalty  of  being  dismissed  fioin 
all  future  suttling. 

Article  69.  All  officers  commanding  in  the  camp,  or  in 
any  forts,  barracks,  or  gairisons,  are  hereby  required  to  see 
that  the  persons  permitted  to  suttle  shall  supply  the  soldiers 
with  good  and  wholesome  provisions  at  a  reasonable  price, 
as  they  shall  be  answerable  for  their  neglect. 

Article  70.  No  officers  commanding  in  any  camp,  garri- 
sons, forts,  or  barracks,  shall  either  themselves  exact  exor- 
bitant prices  for  houses  or  stalls  let  out  to  Sutlers,  or  shall 
connive  at  the  like  exactions  in  others ;  nor  lay  any  duty  or 
impositions  upon,  or  be  interested  in,  the  sale  of  such  vic- 
tuals, liquors,  or  other  necessaries  of  life,  which  are  brought 
into  the  camp,  gairison,  fort,  or  barracks,  for  the  use  of  the 
soldiers,  on  the  penalty  of  being  discharged  from  the  service. 

Article  7L  That  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  said  troops, 
for  the  time  being,  shall  have  full  power  of  pardoning,  or 
mitigating,  any  of  the  punishments  ordered  to  be  inflicted 
for  i'liy  of  the  offences  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  articles  ; 
and  every  offender,  convicted  as  aforesaid  by  any  Regimen- 
tal Court-Martial,  may  be  pardoned,  or  have  his  punishment 
mitigated  by  the  officer  commanding  the  regiment. 

Article  72.  When  any  commissioned  officer  shall  hap- 
pen to  die,  or  be  killed  in  the  service  of  this  Province,  the 
Major  of  the  regiment,  or  the  officer  doing  the  Major's  duty 
in  his  absence,  shall  immediately  secure  all  his  effects  or 
equipage  then  in  camp  or  quarters;  and  shall,  before  the  next 
Regimental  Court-Martial,  make  an  inventory  thereof,  and 
forthwith  transmit  the  same  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Assembly  of 
this  Province,  to  the  end  that  his  executors  or  administrators 
may,  after  payment  of  his  debts  in  quarters,  and  interment, 
receive  the  ovei-plus,  if  any  be,  to  his  or  their  use. 

Article  73.  When  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  pri- 
vate soldier  shall  happen  to  die,  or  be  killed  in  the  service 
of  this  Province,  the  then  commanding  officer  of  the  troop 
or  company  shall,  in  the  presence  of  two  other  commissioned 
officers,  take  an  account  of  whatever  effects  he  dies  pos- 
sessed of,  and  transmit  the  same,  as  in  the  case  above  pro- 
vided for,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  secured  for  and  * 
paid  to  their  respective  representatives. 

Article  74.  All  officers  and  soldici-s,  of  every  battalion, 
troop,  or  company,  in  the  forces  raised  in  this  Province, 
when  joined  to  and  in  service  with  the  Continental  Troops, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  Rules  and  Articles  made  by  the  ho- 
nourable Congress  for  the  government  of  said  troops. 

Upon  motion,  Rcsohed,T\\aX  every  Officer  in  the  Troops 
now  raising  for  the  service  of  this  Province,  shall,  at  the 
time  he  shall  receive  his  Commission,  before  some  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  take  an  oath,  or  affirmation,  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit : 

"  I,  A  B,  hereby  subjecting  myself  to  such  rules  and 
articles  as  are  or  shall  be  made  or  directed  by  the  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania,  for  regulating  and  governing  the  tixwjps 

ordered  to  be  raised  by  them,  do  solemnly that  I 

will  well  and  truly  execute  the  office  mentioned  in  my  com- 
mission, according  to  the  best  of  my  ability  ;  that  I  will 
faithfully  obey  the  present  and  any  Assembly  of  this  Colo- 
ny, and,  in  their  recess,  any  Committee  of  Safety  by  them 
appointed  for  the  time  being,  and,  in  pursuance  of  their  di- 
rection and  command,  such  officers  as  are  or  shall  be  placed 
in  authority  over  me  ;  that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power,  defend  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  Province,  and 
oi America  in  general,  and  will  oppose  and  resist  any  force  or 
enemies  that  shall  act  or  be  employed  against  them  ;  and  that 
I  will  disband  and  lay  down  my  arms  whenever  I  shall  be 
ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  or,  in  their 
recess,  by  such  Committee  of  Safety.  So  help  me  God." 

A  Certificate  whereof  shall  be  endorsed  on  the  Commis- 
sions of  the  said  Officers,  by  the  Magistrates  administering 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  every  Officer  already  appointed,  commis- 
sioned, and  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  shall,  on  or  before 
the  fii-st  day  of  May  next,  take  the  Oath  or  Affirmation  afore- 
said, a  Certificate  of  which  shall  be  endoi-sed  and  certified 
on  the  back  of  the  Commission  of  such  Officer. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  any  Officer  neglecting  or  refusing  to  take 
the  said  Oath  or  Affiniiatioii,  shall  be  ipso  facto  cashiered. 

Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  whom  appli- 
cation shall  be  made  to  administer  the  Oaths  or  Affirmations 
to  Officei-s  and  Soldiei-s  in  the  service  of  tliis  Province,  shall 
administer  and  certify  the  same  without  fee  or  reward. 

Upon  motion,  the  Petition  of  Messrs.  Owen  Biddk  and 
Benjamin  Rush  was  again  read  ;  and,  after  some  debate,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  ration  for  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Forces  shall  consist  of  one  pound  of  Beef,  or  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  of  Pork,  or  one  pound  of  Mutton,  per 
.  man  per  day ;  one  pound  of  Flour  or  Bread  per  man  per 
day ;  three  pints  of  Peas  or  Beans,  at  six  Shillings  per 
bushel,  per  man  per  week,  or  vegetables  equivalent  thereto  ; 
half  a  pint  of  Rice,  or  one  pound  o{  Indian  Meal,  per  man 
per  week  ;  one  pint  of  Milk  per  man  per  day ;  one  quart 
of  small  Beer  per  man  per  day,  or  nine  gallons  of  Molas- 
ses for  one  hundred  men  per  week  ;  one  gill  of  Vinegar  per 
man  per  week ;  three  pounds  of  Candles  for  one  hundred 
men  per  week,  for  Guards ;  twenty-four  pounds  of  soft  or 
eight  pounds  of  hard  Soap,  for  one  hundred  men  per  week. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  George  Ross,  Esq.,  of  the 
County  o^ Lancaster,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  lately  instituted  in  this  Province, 
pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marshal  of  the  said  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty, directed  to  be  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, shall  receive  his  commission  from  the  Speaker  of  this 
House. 

The  Committee  apirointed  to  inquire  who  first  introduced 
in  this  Province  the  Spinning  Machine  claimed  by  Christo- 
pher Tally  and  Joseph  Hague,  reported,  "  That,  upon  ex- 
amination, they  find  the  said  machine  was  made  and  used 
in  this  Province  by  both  the  persons  above  named  nearly  at 
the  same  time,  but  unknown  to  each  other ;  and  that  the 
Committee  think  they  are  therefore  alike  deserving  of  re- 
ward from  the  publick,  the  machine  being  really  useful,  as 
it  despatches  business  much  faster  than  the  common  spin- 
ning-wheel." 

The  House  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  April  6,  1776. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  to  essay  a  draft  of  Resolutions  di- 
recting the  mode  of  disarming  disaffected  persons,  and  pro- 
curing the  Arms  of  Non-Associators  in  tliis  Province  ;  which 
being  gone  through,  and  after  some  alterations  agreed  to,  was 
transcribed  by  order,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Whereas  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  did 
lately  recommend  to  the  several  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
Councils,  and  Connnittees  of  Safety  of  the  several  United 
Colonies,  to  cause  all  persons  to  be  disarmed  within  their 
respective  Colonies  who  are  notoriously  disaffected  to  the 
cause  oi  America,  or  who  have  not  associated,  and  refuse  to 
associate,  for  the  defence  of  these  Colonies,  by  Arms,  against 
the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  Fleets  and  Armies  ;  and 
such  Arms,  having  been  duly  appraised,  to  be  applied  to  the 
arming  the  Continental  Troops  raised  in  this  Colony,  the 
Troops  raised  in  its  own  special  defence,  and  the  residue  for 
the  use  of  the  Associatoi-s  ;  the  said  ajipraisement  to  be  paid 
by  the  Congress,  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Committees 
of  Safety,  respectively,  as  the  said  Arms  should  be  appro- 
priated : 

And  by  a  further  Resolve  it  was  declared,  that  the  ap- 
praisement of  the  Arms  of  disaffected  persons,  so  taken  as 
above,  should  not  be  paid  unless  for  such  Arms  as  were  fit 
for  the  use  of  the  Troops,  or  could  be  conveniently  made 
so ;  but  that  all  defective  Arms  should  be  safely  kept  by 
the  Assemblies,  Conventions,  Councils,  and  Committees  of 
Safety,  to  be  delivered  to  the  ownei-s  when  the  Congress 
should  direct : 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  said  recommen- 
dations, and  the  very  great  difficulty  of  procuring  Arms  to 
put  into  the  hands  of  Continental  and  Provincial  Troops, 
and  the  Associators  within  this  Province,  for  the  defence  of 
the  liberties  of  America, 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended 
by  this  House  to  all  well-affected  Non-Associatore  who  arc 


possessed  of  good  Arms,  to  deliver  them  to  the  Collectors 
hereafter  diref^ted  to  be  chosen,  as  they  regard  the  freedom, 
safety,  and  prosperity  of  their  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  Freeholders  and  Freemen  of  every 
Township,  Borough,  Ward,  and  District,  within  this  Pro- 
vince, qualified  to  vote  for  Members  of  Assembly,  shall  re- 
spectively meet  together  at  some  convenient  place  within 
their  several  Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards,  and  Districts, 
on  the  25th  day  of  this  month,  and  then  and  there  choose, 
by  ballot,  three  pereons  for  Collectoi-s  of  Arms ;  which  per- 
sons, so  chosen,  shall  meet  the  persons  chosen  by  the  next 
two  adjoining  Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards,  or  Districts ; 
and  the  said  persons,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  collect 
and  receive  all  such  Anns  of  Non-Associators  as  are  fit  for 
use,  or  can  be  conveniently  made  so,  within  their  respec- 
tive Townships,  Boroughs,  Wards,  and  Districts,  and  shall 
appraise,  or  cause  the  said  Arms  to  be  appraised,  according 
to  the  true  and  real  value,  which  they  shall  pay  to  the 
owners,  and  then  shall  deposite  the  said  Arms  in  some  dry, 
safe,  and  convenient  place,  in  the  several  Townships,  Bo- 
roughs, Wards,  and  Districts,  subject  to  die  orders  of  As- 
sembly, or,  in  their  recess,  of  the  "Committee  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  persons  so  chosen,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  shall  disarm  all  disaffected  persons  before  described, 
and  shall  appraise,  or  cause  the  Arms  taken  from  them  to 
be  appraised  as  aforesaid ;  and  shall  pay  to  the  ownei-s  the 
value  of  such  Arms  as  are  fit  for  use,  or  that  can  be  conve- 
niently made  so,  depositing  all  the  Arras  in  the  manner 
before-mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  Townsliips,  Boroughs,  Wards,  or 
Districts,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  choose  such  persons  as 
aforesaid  ;  or  if  tiie  persons  so  ciiosen  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
perform  the  duties  hereby  required  of  them— in  such  case,  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  in  each  County 
respectively,  shall  immediately  proceed  to  carry  die  foregoing 
recommendation  of  Congress  effectually  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  persons  so  chosen  shall  immediately 
make  returns  of  all  Arms  fit  for  use,  or  diat  can  conveni- 
ently be  made  so,  which  diey  shall  take,  collect,  or  receive, 
with  the  value  thereof,  to  the  Assembly,  or  in  their  recess 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  who  may  draw  ordei-s  for  the 
amount  thereof,  in  favour  of  such  persons,  on  Michael  Uil- 
Icgas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  who  is  hereby  required  to  pay  the 
same  out  of  the  moneys  directed  to  be  emitted  by  this 
House. 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Post  Meridian. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  an  Agent  be  apjxiinted  to 
provide  necessary  Clothing  and  Accoutrements  for  the  Troops 
ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  this  Province,  the  ex- 
pense to  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay  of  such  Troops ;  that  such 
Agent  be  allowed  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  his  trouble, 
and  that  he  make  no  other  profit  or  emolument  whatever, 
by  contracts  with  the  tradesmen  he  may  employ,  or  in  any 
other  manner  whatsoever. 

Resolved,  That  Matthias  Slough,  of  Lancaster,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Agent  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Agent  supply  every  Private,  in 
pay  of  this  Province,  with  a  good  Blanket,  at  the  expense 
of  the  Province. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  may  draw  orders 
on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Ti-easurer,  in  favour  of  the  said 
Matthias  Slough,  for  such  sums  of  money  as  they,  from 
time  to  time,  shall  judge  necessary. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hillegas,  Mr.  Par- 
ker, and  Mr.  Rittcnhouse,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety. 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Reed  be  added  to  the 
Committee  appointed  to  revise  and  correct  the  Minutes  of 
this  House,  previous  to  the  publication  thereof. 

The  House,  taking  into  consideration  that  the  publick 
service  will  require  the  issuing  a  further  sum  of  Money  in 
Bills  of  Credit,  before  the  time  of  their  next  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  eighty-five  diousand  Pounds 
be  forthwith  struck  in  Bills  of  Credit,  for  answering  the  pre- 
sent exigencies  of  this  Province. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Hillegas,  Mr.  Reed, 
and  Mr.  Rittenhouse,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  and  bring 


¥l5 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSEMBLY,  APRIL,  1776. 


716 


in  a  flraft  of  Resolvos  for  striking  the  said  eighty-five  tliou- 
sanci  Founds  in  Bills  of  Credit. 

The  Committee  for  Bnltaiion  expenses  reporting  to  the 
House  that  Captain  Josiah  Hart,  in  pursuance  of  the  order 
to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  had  attended  the  Committee,  and 
paid  all  the  expenses  incurred  by  iiis  late  misconduct, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Hart  be  dismissed,  without  ap- 
pearing at  the  bar  of  the  House. 

Upon  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  several  Petitions  from 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  o{ Philadelphia,  re- 
lative to  the  setting  Negro  Slaves  at  liberty,  be  referred  to 
further  consideration  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  House. 

The  Committee  a])pointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  Re- 
solves for  striking  the  sum  of  eighty-five  thousand  Pounds 
in  Bills  of  Credit,  reported  a  draft  for  that  purpose ;  which 
being  considered  and  agreed  to,  was  transcribed,  and  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  Bills  of  Credit,  to  the  value  of  eighty- 
five  thousand  Pounds,  shall,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of 
May  next,  be  prepared  and  printed  on  good  Strang  paper, 
under  the  care  and  direction  of  George  Gray,  Joseph  Par- 
ker, William  Rodman,  and  Isaac  Pearson,  Esquires,  or  any 
three  of  them,  the  charge  of  which  shall  be  defrayed  out  of 
the  Bills  hereby  to  be  emitted  ;  which  Bills  shall  be  made 
and  prepared  in  the  manner  and  form  following,  viz : 

according  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Assembly  of 

Pemisyhania  of  the  6th  day  of  April,  in  the  sixteenth  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  Majesty  George  the  Third :  Dated  at 
Philadelphia,  the  25tli  day  oi  April,  Anno  Domini  1776. 

And  the  said  Bills  shall  have  such  like  escutcheons  and  de- 
vices as  the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  William  Rod- 
man, and  Isaac  Pearson,  or  any  three  of  them  shall  think 
proper ;  each  of  which  Bills  shall  be  of  the  several  and 
respective  denominations  following,  and  no  other,  viz : 

54.545  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  three  Pence. 

54.546  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  four  Pence. 
54,546  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  six  Pence. 
54,545  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  nine  Pence. 
28,572  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  one  Shilling. 

28.571  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  one  Shilling  and 
six  Pence. 

28.572  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  two  Shillings. 
28,57 1  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  two  Shillings  and 

six  Pence. 

14,000  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  often  Shillings. 

14,000  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  twenty  Shillings. 

14,000  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  thirty  Shillings. 

14,000  of  the  same  bills  of  the  sum  of  forty  Shillings. 

And  the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  li^lliam  Rod- 
man, and  Isaac  Pearson,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  use 
their  best  care,  attention,  and  diligence  during  the  printing 
of  the  said  Bills,  that  the  number  and  amount  thereof  ac- 
cording to  the  respective  denominations  aforesaid,  be  not  ex- 
ceeded, nor  any  clandestine  or  fraudulent  practice  be  used 
by  the  Printer,  his  Servants,  or  others  concerned  therein. 

Resolved,  That,  for  perfecting  the  said  Bills,  all  and  every 
of  them  under  the  denomination  of  one  Shilling,  shall  be 
signed  by  one  of  the  persons  hereafter  named :  all  and 
every  of  them  of  the  denomination  of  one  Shilling  to  half  a 
Crown,  inclusive,  shall  be  signed  by  two  of  the  persons 
hereafter  named ;  and  all  the  rest  of  the  said  Bills  shall  be 
signed  by  three  of  the  persons  hereafter  named  ;  tliat  is  to 
say,  Benjamin  Beiterion,  JVilliam  Smith,  Broker,  Joseph 
Redman,  MWiam  Crispin,  WUiam  Kenly,  William  Clijflon, 
Josiah  Ilcives,  Aiidrcxv  Tybout,  George  Douglass,  Charles 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Abel  Evans,  Peter  Thompson, 
Samuel  Cadwallader  Morris,  Cornelius  liarnes,  Sketchly 
Morton,  Elisha  Price,  and  Hugh  Lloyd,  Gentlemen,  who 
are  hereby  nominated  and  appointed  to  be  signers  of  the  said 
Bills,  and  shall,  before  they  receive  or  sign  any  of  the  said 
Bills,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  following  eflect,  viz: 

"That  they  shall  well  and  truly  sign  and  number  all  the 
Bills  of  Credit  that  shall  come  to  their  hands  for  that 
purpose ;  and  the  same,  when  so  signed  and  numbered, 
will  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  said  George 
Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  JVilliam  Rodman,  and  Isaac  Pear- 
son, or  any  three  of  them." 

Resolved,  That,  for  avoiding  the  danger  of  emhezzlo- 
Dient  or  misapplication  of  any  of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit, 


the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  William  Rodman, 
and  Isaac  Pearson,  or  any  three  of  them,  after  tfie  said  Bills 
are  printed,  shall  deliver  them  to  the  said  signers,  to  be 
signed  and  numbered  by  parcels,  for  which  the  said  signers, 
or  some  of  them,  shall  give  their  receipt:  that  is  to  say,  two 
thousand  Pounds  value  in  the  said  Bills,  at  one  time,  and 
so,  from  time  to  time,  until  all  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  shall 
be  signed  and  numbered  in  such  manner,  that  not  more  than 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds  shall  remain  in  such  sign- 
ers' hands  at  any  one  time;  of  all  which  said  Bills  of 
Credit,  so  delivered  to  be  signed,  a  true  account  shall  be 
kept  by  the  signers,  who,  upon  their  redelivery  of  each  or 
any  parcel  of  the  said  Bills  by  them  signed  and  numbered 
shall  take  the  receipt  of  the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Par- 
ker, William  Rodman,  and  Isaac  Pearson,  or  any  three  of 
them,  to  charge  them  before  any  Committee  of  Assembly  to 
be  ajjpointcd  for  that  purpose.  And  each  of  the  said  sign- 
ers shall  have  and  receive  ten  Shillings  for  every  thousand  of 
the  said  Bills  by  them  signed  and  numbered,  and  each  of 
the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Parker,  li'ilUam  Rodman, 
and  Isaac  Pearson,  shall  have  and  receive  for  their  trouble 
the  sum  of  ten  Shillings  per  diem ;  and  the  Treasurer  here- 
after appointed  for  receiving  and  paying  the  said  Bills  of 
Credit,  shall  have  and  receive  five  Shillings  for  every  hun- 
dred Pounds,  and  no  more,  to  be  paid  out  of  tlie  Bills  of 
Credit  hereby  ordered  to  be  emitted. 

Resolved,  That,  after  the  said  Bills  shall  be  signed,  num- 
bered, and  perfected,  the  said  George  Gray,  Joseph  Par- 
ker, William  Rodman,  and  Isaac  Pearson,  or  any  three  of 
them,  shall  deliver  them  to  Michael  Hillcgas,  Esq.,  who  is 
hereby  appointed  Treasurer  for  that  purpose,  and  take  his 
receipt  or  receipts  for  the  same,  who  shall  pay  off  and  dis- 
charge, out  of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit,  all  such  Drafts  and 
Certificates  as  shall  be  made  by  order  of  the  Assembly  or 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Province. 

Resohed,  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  shall  give  bond, 
with  two  sufficient  sureties,  to  John  Morton,  Esq.,  in  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  Pounds,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

And  for  the  more  certain  paying,  redeeming,  discharging, 
and  sinking  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  hereby  emitted. 

Resolved,  That  a  Tax  shall  be  raised  and  levied,  by  the  re- 
spective Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  the  several  Counties 
within  this  Province,  on  the  same  persons  and  property,  in  the 
same  proportion,  and  in  the  same  manner  and  mode  as  the 
Provincial  Tax,  by  the  laws  now  in  force,  is  raised,  levied, 
and  recovered,  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  respective  County 
Treasurers  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  time  appointed,  or  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purjxjse  ;  which  said  Tax  shall  commence 
immediately  sinking  the  thirty-five  thousand  Pounds  issued 
by  the  Resolutions  of  the  late  Assembly,  on  the  30th  day 
of  June  last,  and  of  the  eighty  thousand  Pounds  heretofore 
issued  by  this  House  ;  which  Tax,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
the  several  Commissioners  and  Assessors  are  enjoined  and 
required  to  raise,  levy,  and  recover,  and  cause  to  be  paid  to 
the  Treasurer  aforesaid,  as  tliey  regard  the  freedom,  welfare, 
and  safety  of  their  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  appointed  as  aforesaid,  or 
his  successor,  shall  yearly,  and  every  year,  pay  into  the 
hands  of  the  Committees  of  Assembly  appointed  to  settle 
the  Publick  Accounts,  all  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  in 
the  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  thirty-five  thousand  Pounds  emit- 
ted as  afoi-esaid,  and  of  the  eighty  thousand  Pounds  hereto- 
fore emitted  by  this  House,  and  of  the  eighty-five  thousand 
Pounds  hereby  to  be  emitted  ;  which  sums  so  paid,  the  said 
Committees  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  burn,  sink, 
and  destroy.  And  the  said  Treasurer,  when  required,  shall 
also  lay  his  Accounts  before  the  Assembly,  or  tlie  said  Com- 
mittees, for  their  inspection  and  settlement. 

\J\Mn  motion,  the  House  resumed  the  consid(;ration  of  the 
Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation 
for  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  after  a  de- 
bate of  considerable  length,  the  question  being  called  for, 
and  put  by  the  S])eaker,  whether  the  House  will  alter  the 
instructions  given  at  their  last  sitting  to  the  Delegates  for 
this  Province  in  Congress  ? 

Canned  in  the  negative  by  a  great  majority. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  20th  of  May  next, 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  .SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  March  1,  1776. 

Present:  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Robert  White,  Henry 
Wyrilcoop,  Owen  Bid  flic,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Samuel  Howell,  James  Biddle. 

Upon  application  o(  John  Nixon,  for  a  sum  of  Money  for 
the  Committee  of  Accounts  : 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hiilegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Johii  Nixon  and  others,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts,  for  ten  tliousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Govctt  purchase  for  tlie  use  of  this 
Committee  the  following  Military  Books,  viz :  Sim's  Mili- 
tary Guide,  Robinson's  Treatise  of  Gunnery,  La  Petite 
Guerre. 

The  time  of  the  present  Contractor  for  supplying  the  men 
on  board  the  Armed  Boats  with  Provisions  being  nearly 
expired, 

Ordered,  That  the  following  Advertisement  be  published 
in  the  papere  of  this  City : 

"  In  Committee  of  Safety. 

'•'All  persons  who  are  willing  to  supply  the  officers  and 
men  employed  in  the  Naval  Armament  and  Artillery  of  this 
Province,  with  the  following  Rations,  viz :  for  each  man  per 
week,  seven  pounds  of  bread,  or  six  pounds  of  flour,  one- 
fourth  at  least  to  be  in  flour,  if  required ;  ten  poimds  of  beef, 
mutton,  or  pork ;  the  value  of  sis  pence  in  roots  and  vege- 
tables ;  a  sufficient  proportion  of  salt  and  vinegar ;  three  pints 
and  a  half  of  rum,  or  beer  in  proportion ;  are  desired  to 
send  in  tiieir  proposals  to  this  Committee,  on  or  before  the 
8th  day  of  March,  instant.  The  contract  to  commence  on 
the  1 1th  instant,  and  continue  in  force  for  three  months,  if 
the  men  are  not  sooner  discharged." 

Mr.  Nixon  reports  that  the  Bill  sent  Colonel  Mijlin,  the 
30th  November  last,  is  returned,  the  Colonel  having  had  an 
interview  with  Major  Small,  who  informed  the  Bill  could  not 
be  paid,  as  Mr.  Franks,  of  this  City,  had  directions  to  fur- 
nish the  Officers  taken  prisoners  with  money  ;  therefore  Mr. 
Nixon  is  desired  to  return  the  Bill  to  Mr.  Symes. 

Morgan  Bustcad,  not  having  performed  any  part  of  liis 
Contract,  with  respect  to  his  engagements  witli  this  Board, 
for  the  casting  of  Cannon, 

Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  his  written  Agreement  be 
jiut  into  the  hands  of  a  Lawyer,  in  order  to  his  being  pro- 
secuted for  damages. 

In  Committee  of  Safely,  March  2,  1776. 

Present:  Barnard  Dougherty,  Chairman,  Daniel  Ro- 
berdeau, James  Biddle,  George  Clymer,  Thomas  Ifharton, 
Jun.,  Samuel  Hoivell,  Samuel  Miles,  Owen  Biddle. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds 
be  lent  to  Jacob  Lorch,  to  enable  him  to  erect  a  Powder- 
Mill,  he  having  given  bond,  with  security,  for  the  same,  to 
the  Coramitte*!  of  Accounts. 

Resolved,  That  John  Brice  be  appointed  First  Lieute- 
nant to  the  Armed  Boat  Warren. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  Bedford  County, 
having  drawn  an  Order  on  this  Board  for  the  payment  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty-one  pounds  of  Powder,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eighteen  jwunds  of  Lead,  purchased  by  them. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  John  Nixon  and 
others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of  Miles  and 
Wister,  for  forty  Pounds  three  Shillings  and  tliree  Pence, 
the  amount  of  said  Powder  and  Lead ;  and  that  the  same 
be  taken  proper  care  of  by  the  Committee  of  Corres|)on- 
dence  of  said  County,  till  the  further  ordere  of  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  this  B<oard  lend  one  hundred  Fire-locks 
to  Colonel  Shea,  to  exercise  his  men.  In  case  any  of  them 
should  be  damaged,  the  Colonel  is  to  have  them  repaired  at 
his  own  cost,  and  to  deliver  them  to  the  order  of  this  Board, 
on  demand. 

Agreeable  to  which  R(!solve,  an  Order  was  sent  to  Mr. 
Towers  to  deliver  the  said  Fire-locks. 

Abel  Morris,  having  resigned  his  Commission  as  Ensign 
in  the  Second  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Troops,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Colonies, 

Resolved,  That  George  Ross  be  appointed  Ensign  in  said 
Battalion,  in  the  place  of  said  Abel  Morris. 


Resolved,  That  Mr.  David  Rittenhouse,  the  Engineer  to 
this  Board,  be  desired  to  make  experiments  in  rifling  Can- 
non and  Musket  Balls  at  the  expense  of  this  Board  ;  and  to 
this  end,  that  he  be  allowed  to  employ  any  person  or  persons 
under  him  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  Robert  Towers,  Com- 
missary, shall  deliver  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse  suffi- 
cient Ammunition  for  that  purpose. 

Matthias  Kedy,  having  engaged  with  Colonel  Miles  to 
make  one  hundred  Fire-locks  for  the  use  of  this  Province, 
and  having  deliv(!rcd  thirty-one  Fire-locks  to  Mr.  Towers, 
by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs. 
John  Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  his 
ft  your,  for  seventy-five  Pounds,  towards  the  payment  of  said 
Fire-locks. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Hockley  be  desired  to  see  all  the 
Muskets  made  by  Matthias  Keely  Sf  Co.,  by  order  of  this 
Board,  proven  with  the  weight  of  Powder  equal  to  the 
weight  of  the  Ball,  and  cause  the  Muskets  so  proven  to  be 
stamped  with  the  letters  PP. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Matthias  Keely  as  much  Powder  as  will 
prove  one  hundred  Fire-locks,  making  by  him  for  the  use  of 
this  Province. 

This  day  the  Congress  sent  the  following  Resolve  to  tliis 
Committee : 

"In  Congress,  February  20,  177C. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  Pennsyl- 
vania, agreeable  to  the  ofler  made  by  them  of  their  service, 
of  which  tlie  Congress  have  a  proper  sense,  be  authorized 
to  distribute  the  Officers  (prisoners  in  Lancaster)  in  such 
j)laces  within  the  Province  o( Pennsylvania,  as  to  that  Com- 
mittee sliall  seem  most  proper,  taking  their  parole ;  which  if 
they  refuse  to  give,  the  said  Committee  are  empowered  and 
directed  to  confine  them  ;  and  that  in  executing  this  resolve, 
the  said  Committee  have  a  regard  to  the  resolution  hereto- 
fore made  by  the  Congress  witli  respect  to  Prisoners  and 
their  residence. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  4,  1776. 

Present :  George  Ross,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  James 
Biddle,  Owen  Biddle,  Samuel  Hoivell,  John  Nixon,  George 
Gray,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Barnard 
Dougherty,  Michael  Swoope,  Robert  White. 

Upon  application  of  the  Commissioners  of  Northampton 
County,  for  a  sum  of  money  for  the  payment  of  Fire-locks, 
Stc,  making  in  that  County  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  by 
order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  AEchael  Hiile- 
gas, Esq.,  in  favour  of  Peter  Katheline,  for  three  hundred 
Pounds,  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

Upon  application  of  Osxoell  Eve,  for  the  payment  of  his 
Account  for  Powder  delivered  to  Mr.  Towers,  Commissary, 
by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Mr.  John 
Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  seventy- 
nine  Pounds  twelve  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  being  the 
amount  of  the  same. 

Upon  application  o^  Jacob  Baldwin  and  Thomas  Palmer, 
for  the  jjaymcnt  of  their  Accounts  for  repairing  Fire-locks 
belonging  to  Captain  Lc  Marrs  and  Captain  Jenkins's 
Companies,  in  the  Firet  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Troops, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  order  of  the  Board 
two  Orders  wore  drawn  on  Messrs  Mease  and  Caldwell — 
one  in  favour  of  Jacob  Baldwin,  for  four  Pounds  twelve 
Shillings  ;  the  other  in  favour  of  Thomas  Palmer,  for  twen- 
ty-five Pounds  nineteen  Shillings  and  three  Pence. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Slough  for  the  payment  of 
George  Eberly's  Account  for  subsisting  John  Brooks  in  the 
Jail  of  Lancaster  Coimty,  confined  there  by  order  of  this 
Board,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Mr.  John  Nivon  and  others, 
the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  eight  Pounds,  being  the 
amount  of  said  Account,  and  in  favour  of  said  Slough ; 
which  sum  is  directed  to  be  charged  to  the  Continental 
Congress. 

Lieutenants  Thompson  and  Webb  appeared  before  the 
Committee,  and  gave  information  that  a  Captain  Henry 
Yelverton  Price  had  frequented  the  places  of  rendezvous  of 
the  crews  belonging  to  the  Armed  Boats  ;  that  by  words  he 
endeavoured  to  discourage  tlie  service ;  that  he  had  declared 
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himself  a  Tory  and  inimical  to  the  American  cause ;  that 
he  damned  the  Congress,  and  wished  that  the  wagons  car- 
rying the  Powder  for  the  Continental  service  were  hlown  up. 

And  the  said  Henry  Yekcrton  Price  appearing  before  die 
Committee,  and  having  the  said  charge  made  known  to  him, 
did  not  deny  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  unsafe  to  permit  the  said 
Henry  Yekerton  Price  to  go  at  large  ; 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  he  be  committed  to  the  Jail  of 
the  City  and  County  o(  Philadelphia. 

Agreeable  thereto,  Thomas  Dcwees,  Jailor  of  this  Coun- 
ty, was  commanded  to  receive  into  his  custody,  and  to  keep 
him  safely  confined  until  he  is  discharged  by  this  Board. 

Upon  motion,  the  following  Order  was  drawn  and  signed 
by  the  Chauman : 

In  Committee  of  Safely,  March  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Please  to  deliver  to  Peter  Dc  Haven  any 
number  of  gun-locks  he  may  find  necessarj'  for  the  use  of 
Lewis  Prahl,  Gunsmith,  (Mr.  De  Haven  to  be  answerable 
for  the  same.)  and  to  deduct  the  price  of  the  locks  out  of 
the  moneys  that  may  become  due  to  the  said  Leu-is  for  his 
work. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

George  Ross,  Chairman. 
To  Major  Meredith,  Captain  IVilcocks,  and  Captain  Pe- 
ters. 

Upon  application  of  Robert  Toicers,  for  the  payment  of 
eight  Fire-locks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of  this  Pro- 
vince, and  for  the  payment  of  his  bill  for  sundry  expendi- 
tures on  account  of  this  Board,  by  order  of  the  Board  two 
Orders  were  drawn  in  his  favour  on  Messre.  Nixon  and 
others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts — one  for  twenty-four 
Pounds  one  Shilling,  the  other  for  thirteen  Pounds  nine  Shil- 
lings and  eight  Pence,  being  the  amount  of  said  two  Ac- 
counts. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  makes  the  following  re- 
port : 

That  he  delivered  to  Samuel  Park,  per  order  of  this 
Board,  100  pounds  of  Brass. 

That  he  delivered  to  Captain  Proctor  169  Cannon  Car- 
tridges, 73  Fire- locks,  1  four-pound  Cannon,  1  Carriage 
and  Limber,  1  pair  of  Trail  Ropes,  1  Rammer  and  Sponge, 
1  Wad-hook  and  Ladle. 

That  lie  delivered  in  exchange  of  one  and  a  half  pounds 
of  Saltpetre,  six  ounces  of  Gunpowder  and  five  Shillings 
seven  and  a  half  Pence  in  cash. 

That  he  delivered  to  ITiomas  Afflick  100  pounds  of 
Brass,  per  order  of  the  Board  ;  to  Matthias  Keely  6  pounds 
of  Gunpowder. 

Tiiat  he  received  from  Jamb  Scoggin  one  and  a  half 
pounds  of  Saltpetre. 

That  he  received  from  Oswell  Eve  eight  casks  of  battle 
Powder,  weight  187^  pounds;  nine  casks  of  common  Pow- 
der, weight  225  pounds. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  "March  5,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  James  Riddle,  James 
Mease,  George  Clymer,  Daniel  Robcrdcau,  Owen  Riddle, 
Samuel  Howell,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Mitchell  be  appointed  Muster- 
master  to  the  Naval  Armaments,  and  the  Artillery  of  this 
Province,  he  having  offered  to  do  the  business  gratis. 

Thomas  Aply  produced  his  Account  for  subsisting  Sol- 
diers in  Jail  confined  by  order  of  Congress,  which  was  cer- 
tified to  be  just  by  the  Chairman. 

William  Rrown,  Captain  of  Marines,  received  his  Com- 
mission this  day,  and  dated  the  IGth  of  February  last. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  C,  1776. 

Present:  John  Cadwallader,  Chairman,  Robert  Hliite, 
George  Clymer,  James  Riddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  Juii.j 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel  Houell,  Owen  Riddle. 

By  order  of  the  Board,  Robert  Towers,  Commissary, 
was  directed  to  dehver  Captain  White  twelve  pieces  of 
Sail-Cloth.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Rroivn  be  ordertjd  to  raise  fifty 
able-bodied  men,  for  the  Marine  service  of  this  Province. 


That  he  be  careful  to  inlist  none  but  healthy  men,  not 
under  sixteen  years  of  age. 

That  he  be  allowed  ten  Shillings  per  man,  in  lieu  of  his 
recmiting  exjienses,  and  ten  Shillings  per  week  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  each  recruit,  until  they  are  provided  for  by  the 
Commissary. 

That  he  pay  the  greatast  attention  to  the  behaviour  of 
the  men  while  in  quarters,  and  see  their  quarters  discharged 
at  least  once  cveiy  week. 

That  no  bought  Indented  Servants,  or  Apprentices,  be 
inlisted  without  the  consent  of  their  Masters  in  writing. 

That  the  Company  consist  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieute- 
nants, two  Sergeants,  two  Corporals,  one  Fife,  one  Drum, 
and  fifty  Privates. 

That  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  Shillings  be  advanced 
to  each  recmit. 

That  two  hundred  Pounds  be  advanced  him  for  the  re- 
cmiting service. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  M. 
Nesbiit,  in  favour  of  Captain  William  Rrown,  for  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  Pounds,  which  is  directed  to  be  charged  to  his 
Company  of  Marines,  for  the  recruiting  service. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Roberdeau  be  desired  to  apply 
to  Congress  for  the  Powder  supplied  them  by  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Wilson  be  appointed  First  Lieu- 
tenant to  the  Armed  Boat  Congress,  in  the  room  of 

Mitchell,  appointed  the  16th  of  February  last,  he  never 
liaving  appeared  to  receive  his  Commission. 

That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenants to  the  different  Armed  Boats  opposite  their  names, 
viz :  James  Fletcher,  to  the  Armed  Boat  Washington ; 
Henry  Martin,  to  the  Armed  Boat  Dickinson ;  James  Car- 
son, to  the  Armed  Boat  Chatham;  PhiUp  Ruck,  to  the 
Armed  Boat  Congress ;  John  Wilson,  to  the  Armed  Boat 
Ranger ;  Adam  Royd,  to  the  Aimed  Boat  Rurke ;  James 
Rrown,  to  the  Armed  Boat  Camden ;  William  Lysle,  to  the 
Anned  Boat  Rull-Dog ;  Nicholas  Fitzsimmons,  to  the  Armed 
Boat  Warren;  Robert  Pomeroy,  to  the  Armed  Boat  Han- 
cock;  Samuel  Snowden,  to  the  Armed  Boat  Franklin; 
James  Johnson,  to  the  Armed  Boat  Experiment ;  Laughlin 
McNeill,  to  the  Anned  Boat  EJfmgham. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock. 

Agreeable  to  adjournment  the  following  Members  met  : 
James  Mease,  Chainnan,  John  Cadicallader,  James  Riddle, 
Owen  Riddle,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Alex- 
ander Wilcocks,  George  Clymer. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Thomas  Reed  be  appointed  se- 
cond in  command  in  the  Naval  Armaments  of  this  Province, 
and  Captain  of  the  Armed  Ship  now  building  by  direction 
of  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Toxixrs,  Commissary,  purchase 
or  make  two  ton  of  Buck-Shot. 

Resolved,  That  a  survey  be  made  of  the  Channel  be- 
tween Reedy-Point  and  the  Pea-Patch. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Meredith,  Captain  Wilcocks,  Cap- 
tain Peters,  and  Mr.  Peter  De  Haven,  be  appointed  to 
superintend  and  conduct  the  Provincial  Manufactory  of 
Gun-locks  in  this  City,  and  they  are  empowered  to  contract 
for  a  convenient  situation,  and  to  erect  all  works  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  said  Manufacloiy  in  the  most  beneficitJ 
manner  to  tiie  publick  ;  and  further,  to  contract  for  the  making 
Fire-Arms,  and  see  that  the  Artificers  who  have  already 
contracted  in  this  City  for  that  purpose,  perform  their  ea- 
gagcments  faithfully ;  and  the  Board  will  supply  them  with 
such  sums  of  money  as  the  business  shall  require. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Commodore  be  desired  to  employ 
an  experienced  Pilot,  and  send  him  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch, with  two  discreet  and  capable  OfFicere,  in  two  of  the 
Armed  Boats,  dov^n  the  river  to  Reedy-Point,  to  sound  the 
narrowest  part  of  the  Channel  there,  and  take  an  accurate 
survey  of  the  depth  and  breadth  of  the  said  Channel,  with 
the  various  soundings  across  tlic  same,  for  tlie  information  of 
this  Board. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  7,  1776. 

Present :  John  Cadwallader,  James  Mease,  Robert  Wiite, 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  George  Clymer. 
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At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee, 

Present:  Akxander  Wikocks,  Chairman,  OwenBiddk, 
(reorge  Clymer,  James  Biddle,  John  Cadwallader,  Daniel 
lUiberdeau,  Jaines  Mease,  Thomas  Mliarton,  Jun. 

Upon  apphcation  of  James  Christie,  for  the  payment  of 
two  Fire-locks  detained  by  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  as 
Provincial  arms, 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  John  Niron  and 
others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  five  Pounds,  the 
value  of  the  said  arms.     Which  was  accordingly  done. 

A  Letter  was  this  day  written  to  the  Committee  of  Ches- 
ter County,  recommending  the  Associators  to  be  properly 
armed  and  furnished  with  Ammunition  out  of  the  publick 
stock. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commodore  order  down  to-morrow 
to  Fort-Island,  three  of  the  Armed  Boats  that  are  in  most 
readiness,  where  they  are  to  remain  till  they  are  relieved  by 
others.  While  they  are  down  the  river,  the  men  are  to  be 
quartered  at  the  Pest-Home,  in  the  rooms  not  occupied  by 
Captain  Proctor's  Company,  until  sufficient  Ban-acks  on 
Fort-Island  are  built. 


in  favour  of  Robert  Morris,  Esq. 
invoice  of  said  goods. 
Adjourned  to  six  o'clock. 


being  the  amount  of  the 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  8, 1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chaiiman,  George  Clymer,  John 
Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Biddle,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jan.,  Owen  Biddle. 

It  being  represented  by  the  Commodore  that  Pilot-Boats 
can  be  employed  to  more  advantage  in  sounding  the  chan- 
nel at  Reedy-Point  than  the  Armed  Boats,  and  that  he  can 
employ  skilful  persons  to  effect  that  service,  without  send- 
ing any  of  the  Officers  of  the  Boats, 

It  is  Resolved,  That  the  Commodore  hire  Pilot-Boats, 
and  employ  such  skilful  and  trusty  persons  to  do  the  busi- 
ness as  he  shall  judge  proper,  and  send  them  down  imme- 
diately. 

The  Congress  sent  the  following  Resolves  to  this  Com- 
mittee, viz : 

"  In  Congress,  February  23,  1776. 
"  Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to 
return  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  the  Arms 
borrowed  of  them  for  the  use  of  the  Continent. 

"  In  Congress,  March  6,  1 776. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to 
return  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  the 
Powder  borrowed  of  them. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  ChabXiES  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  apply  to 
the  Secret  Committee  of  Congress  for  the  Powder  and  Arms 
mentioned  in  the  above  Resolves 


^g'"^eable  to  adjournment,  the  following  Membere  met : 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Biddle, 
Owen  Biddle,  John  Cadwallader,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun., 
^^cholas  Fairlamb,  Samuel  Howell,  James  Mease,  Alex- 
ander Wilcocks,  George  Clymer. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  give  each  of  the  inen  of  the 
Artillery  a  Hat  of  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence  value, 
mcludmg  binding. 

The  Secret  Committee  of  Congress  having  applied  to 
this  Board  to  lend  the  Arms  intended  by  Congress  to  re- 
place those  lent  some  time  past,  did,  after  deliberation, 
resolve,  that  the  Secret  Committee  be  informed  that  the 
season  of  the  year  is  now  arrived  when  all  our  vessels  for 
the  defence  of  the  River  should  take  their  stations,  and  they 
are  greatly  unprovided  with  Arms ;  that  the  Association  is 
m  a  deplorable  situation  from  the  like  cause,  and  the  Pro- 
vince in  general  extremely  stripped  of  Arms  to  supply  the 
neighbouring  Colonies  ;  and  that  these  are  the  principal  rea- 
sons which  influence  the  determination  of  this  Board,  and 
such  as  they  hope  will  be  allowed  to  have  weight  with  the 
Secret  Committee.  ,,,  _ 

William  Govett,  Secretary. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  9,  1776. 
Present :  John  Niron,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  James 
Mease,  Alexander  IVilcocks,   Owen  Biddle,  Samuel  Mor- 
ris, Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  John   Cadwallader,  James 
Biddle,  Samuel  Howell. 

Upon  application  of  John  Shea,  for  a  sum  of  Money  for 
the  use  of  his  Battalion  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  in  his  favour 
on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell  for  five  hundred  Pounds,  for 
the  use  aforesaid. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  John  Wilcocks,  for  a  sum  of 
Money  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  direct  the 
Manufactory  of  Gun-Locks,  &tc.,  by  order  of  the  Board  an 
Order  was  drawn  on  Mr.  John  Nixon  and  others,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  for  three  hundred  Pounds,  in  their 
favour. 

Robert  To«>er«,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  Cap- 
tain Robert  White,  or  his  order,  sixteen  pieces  of  li^ht  Sail- 
Cloth.  ^ 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Samuel  Davidson  be  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Floating  Battery. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Towers  cause  to  be  made  forty  thou- 
sand Musket-Cartridges,  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 


The  present  scarcity  of  Blankets  lays  the  Committee  of    r  ^^"  «PP''cation  oi  Mordecai  Davis,  appomted  by  the 
fety  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  patriotick  in-     ^"f"'"'"^®  ^^  CAes^er  County  to  receive  and  pay  for  the 


Safety  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  patriotick  in- 
habitants for  the  supply  of  the  Artillery  Company  raised  for 
the  defence  of  this  Province. 

Therefore,  it  is  Resolved,  That  Captain  Thomas  Proc- 
tor shall  apply  to  such  House-keepers  as  will  be  likely  to 
spare  any  supernumerary  Blankets  which  they  may  have,  for 
the  use  of  the  said  Company,  and  this  Board  will  allrnv 
them  a  reasonable  price  for  the  same. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  Captain  Proctor  do 
return  to  this  Board  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom 
he  collects  any  Blankets,  with  tlie  number  which  he  shall 
collect,  and  their  value,  which  in  the  whole  is  not  to  exceed 
one  hundred. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  stop  out  of  the  pay  of  the 
Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Privates  in  Captain  Proc- 
tor's Company,  three  Dollai-s  per  month  for  their  Clothing, 
and  pay  the  same  to  the  tradesman  who  has  furnished  the 
said  Clothing,  he  producing  his  account  settled  and  ap- 
proved by  Captain  Proctor. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  for  the  payment 
of  sundry  Merchandise  shipped  by  the  Committee  for  im- 
porting Powder,  Arms,  he,  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  on         ^  •        /->  ,      ,    mi        .      m      •       r» 
board  the  Brig  Dolphin,  John  Poole,  Master,  by  order  of    ^  '^"  "'''/'°"'   ^^'"f '■«'^>  That  the  following  R. 
the  Board,  an  order  was  drawn  on  Mr.  James  Nixon  and     Congress  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  this  Board 
others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  two  thousand  and  "In  Congress, February  23, 1776. 
thirty-eight  Pounds  three  Shillings  seven  and  a  half  Pence,         "  Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to 
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Saltpetre  manufactured  in  that  County,  Mr.  Towers,  Com- 
missary, was  directed  to  deliver  him  one  quarter-cask  of 
Gunpowder  towards  the  payment  of  what  Saltpetre  he  may 
receive. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Mitchell  be  appointed  Com- 
missary of  Provisions  to  the  Artillery  and  the  Naval  Arma- 
ments of  this  Province,  and  that  he  be  allowed  six  Shil- 
lings per  week  per  man,  he  supplying  them  with  such  Pro- 
visions as  is  set  forth  in  an  advertisement  from  this  Board  of 
the  1st  instant,  to  commence  the  11th  instant,  and  continue 
to  the  11th  June. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  William  Richards,  Captain  Na- 
thaniel Falconer,  and  Captain  Thomas  Reed,  be  fully  em- 
powered to  fix  Signals  for  giving  alanns,  at  Cape-Henlopen, 
and  at  such  other  places  on  either  side  of  tiie  Bay  and 
River  Delaware  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  and  also  to 
engage  for  Men  and  Horses  to  be  in  readiness  to  convey 
intelligence  by  land,  and  to  do  everytliing  necessary  to  effect 
the  said  service,  and  draw  orders  on  this  Board  for  such 
sums  as  shall  be  requisite  to  carry  the  same  into  execu- 
tion. 

On  motion.   Ordered,  That  the  following  Resolves  of 
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return  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Penmyhania  the 
Anns  borrowed  of  them  for  the  use  of  the  Continent. 

"March  6,  1776. — Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secret  Commit- 
tee be  directed  to  return  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Pennsykania  tiie  Powder  borrowed  of  them. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  11,1 776. 

Pi-esent :  John  Ni-xon,  Chairman,  Robert  White,  George 
Clymcr,  John  Cadwallader,  Samuel  Howell,  James  Biddle, 
Daniel  Robcrdcau,  Michael  Sicoope,  Barnard  Dougherty, 
Owen  Biddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  makes  the  following  report : 
Tliat  he  delivered  Captain  Eyres  four  ounces  Saltpetre, 
one  pound  Sulphur;  to  Captain  Henderson  one  pair  Pis- 
tols ;  to Parker  one  roll  Sheet-Lead ;  to  Benjamin 

Totmi  two  hundred  pounds  Brass ;  to  James  Wallace  two 
hundred  and  fifty-four  pounds  Powder. 

That  he  received  from  Elias  Botner  six  Budge-Barrels  ; 
from  William.  Paul  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds 
Brass ;  from  Robert  Mane  thirty-six  Ramrods ;  from  Rur 
dolph  Neuff  thirty-one  Wheel  and  fifteen  Handbai-rows ; 
from  George  James  twenty  pounds  Buck-Shot,  cost  ten  Shil- 
lings ;  from  Alexander  Todd  fifty-six  pounds  Buck-Shot, 
cost  twenty-seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence ;  from  Saltpetre 
Works  thirty-eight  and  three-fourths  pounds  Saltpetre  ;  from 
John  Wikocks,  on  account  of  this  Board,  fifty  half-barrels, 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  quarter-barrels  (weight  five  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  pounds)  Gunpowder ; 
from  Messrs.  Bayard  ^  Co.  one  hundred  and  one  pounds 
Lead-Ball.  _ 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  12,  1776. 
Present :  James  Biddle,  Chairman,  Robert  White,  James 
Mease,  Owen  Biddle,  George  Ross,  Barnard  Dougherty, 
George  Clymcr. 

Whereas,  the  Keeper  of  the  common  Jail  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  hath  made  complaint  to  this  Board  that  cer- 
tain prisoners  in  the  said  Jail,  committed  as  enemies  to  this 
country,  have  raised  a  dangerous  riot,  assaulted  the  Jailer 
and  Turnkey,  and  now  stand  on  their  defence,  and  threaten 
to  break  the  Jail  and  release  all  the  prisoners :  These  are  to 
require  you  forthwith  to  repair  to. the  said  Jail,  with  a  suffi- 
cient party  of  your  men,  and  assist  the  Sheriff  and  Jailer  to 
secure  the  said  rioters,  for  which  this  shall  be  your  war- 

James  Biddle,  Chairman. 
Directed  to  Captain  Thomas  Procter. 

By  order  of  the  Board  the  following  Letter  was  this  day 
written,  signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  delivered  to  Colonel 
John  Shea : 

The  Committee  request  you  would  order  a  guard  of  a 
Non-Commissioned  Officer  and  six  Privates,  at  the  Jail  of 
this  city,  for  the  protection  thereof,  as  there  are  many  pri- 
soners confined  there  by  order  of  Congress,  who  have  as- 
saulted the  Jailer,  and  threaten  to  break  the  Jail ;  they  also 
request  you  would  order  a  guard  on  the  powder  at  the 
Powder-House,  and  cannon  at  the  State-House,  and  another 
on  the  Fire-Rafts  and  Magazine  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
town. 

Doctor  Bond  having  informed  this  Board  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  Powder  being  burned  in  the  Work-House  of  this 
City  for  purifying  the  air,  Robert  Towers,  Commissary, 
was  directed  to  deliver  to  Thomas  Apty,  two  pounds  of 
Powder. 

Upon  application  of  the  Assembly  by  Joseph  Parker, 
Esq.,  for  ten  pounds  of  Powder  and  forty  pounds  of  Lead, 
as  a  gift  to  some  friendly  Indians  now  in  this  City,  by  order 
of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Comtnissary,  was  directed  to 
deliver  said  Powder  and  Lead  to  Mr.  Parker,  or  his  order. 

Edward  Chamberlain  this  day  resigned  his  appointment 
of  Master-at-Amis  and  Armourer  of  the  Armed  Boats. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  13,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  James  Biddle,  Owen 
Biddle,  Robert  White,  George  Clymer,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdeau. 

Andrew  Stohl,  a  person  who  has  purchased  a  number  of 


Arms  in  the  Townships  of  Coshioppen  and  Limerick,  in- 
forms this  Board  that  they  are  detained  by  the  Committees 
of  Inspection  in  said  Townships  ;  said  Stohl  having  offered 
to  sell  the  said  Anus  to  this  Committee,  it  was  recommend- 
ed to  said  Committees  of  Inspection  to  send  the  said  Anns 
to  Robert  Towers,  Commissary. 

Upon  application  of  John  M.  ISesbitt,  Esq.,  for  a  sum  of 
Money  for  paying  the  men  employed  on  board  the  Armed 
Boats,  &tc.,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on 
Michael  Hillcgas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Nesbitt,  for  fifteen 
hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  in  this  City,  who  are  pri- 
soners of  war,  are  desired  forthwith  to  repair  to  the  several 
places  allotted  for  their  residence  by  Congress ;  and  tliat 
such  Officers  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  Resolve. 

Resolved,  That  Arthur  Donaldson  be  employed  to  launch 
the  Chevaux-de-Frise  built  at  Gloucester,  and  that  he  be 
fully  authorized  to  procure  anything  for  the  purpose,  hire  per- 
sons under  him  on  the  best  and  cheapest  terms,  and  that  he 
draw  on  this  Board  for  the  expense. 

Resolved,  That  John  Coboum  be  employed  to  take  the 
Chevaux-de-Frise,  when  launched  at  Gloucester,  and  sink 
them  in  their  proper  places  near  Fort-Island ;  and  that  he 
be  authorized  to  procure  anything  for  the  purpose,  hire  per- 
sons under  him  on  the  best  and  cheapest  terms,  and  that  he 
draw  on  this  Board  for  the  expense. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock. 

Agreeable  to  adjournment,  the  following  Members  met : 
John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Owen  Biddle,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
George  Clymer,  Robert  White,  Samuel  Howell,  TTiomas 
Wharton,  Jun. 

Resolved,  That  all  good  and  able  Seamen  who  shall 
inlist  in  the  service  of  this  Province,  to  be  employed  in  the 
Naval  Armaments  thereof,  shall  receive  seven  Dollars  per 
month  and  two  Dolkrs  bounty,  which  bounty  is  to  be  paid 
one  month  after  their  inlistment ;  and  the  said  Seamen  to 
be  continued  in  the  said  service  until  discharged  by  this 
Board. 

That  those  able-bodied  Seamen  that  are  at  present  in  die 
service,  shall  receive  seven  Dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
the  loth  instant. 

Mr.  Nixon  having  occasion  to  leave  the  Board,  Mr. 

Samuel  Howell  was  unanimously  chosen  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Forrest  be  appointed  Cap- 
tain of  a  Company  of  Marines  to  be  raised  for  the  service 
of  this  Province  to  be  employed  on  board  the  Floating  Bat- 
tery. 

Resolved,  That  all  able  Landsmen  who  shall  enter  into 
the  service  of  this  Province  on  board  the  Naval  Annaments 
thereof,  be  paid  two  Dollars  as  a  bounty. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Rice  be  applied  to,  to  assist  in 
taking  down  and  sinking  the  Chevaux-de-Frise ;  and  that 
he  attend  this  Board  to-morrow  morning. 

Resolved,  That  five  small  Guard  Boats  be  built  on  the 
same  construction  with  the  one  already  built. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  14,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  Owen 
Biddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  James  Biddle,  Samuel 
Howell,  James  Mease,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 

In  consequence  of  an  Order  drawn  by  Francis  Wade  on 
this  Board,  for  the  payment  of  the  Rations  of  Captains 
Montgomery,  Davidson,  Alexander  Eyres,  Henderson,  and 
Boyer,  amounting  to  sixty-six  Pounds  nine  Shillings  and 
four  Pence,  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts for  said  sum,  and  directed  to  be  charged  to  said 
Wade's  account. 

Upon  application  of  John  Fox,  for  the  payment  of  his 
Bill  for  repairing  Fire-locks  belonging  to  Captains  Allen, 
Willis,  Williams,  and  Jones's  Companies,  belonging  to  Colo- 
nel De  Haas's  Battalion,  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs. 
Mease  and  Caldwell,  lor  ninety-four  Pounds  eleven  Shillings 
and  eleven  Pence,  being  the  amount  of  said  Accounts. 

U}K)n  motion,  the  following  Advertisement  was  directed 
to  be  published  in  the  different  Newspapers  of  this  City : 
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"All  persons  that  can  give  information  to  this  Committee 
of  Sulphur  Ore,  in  this  or  any  neighbouring  Colony,  are 
desired  to  give  speedy  intelligence ;  and  this  Board  will  re- 
ceive proposals  from  any  person  or  persons  that  are  willing 
to  engage  in  procuring  Sulphur  for  the  publick  use." 

Resolved,  That  the  Commodore  shall  send  such  Officers 
as  he  shall  think  proper  to  recruit  Seamen  and  able-bodied 
Landsmen,  for  the  Naval  service  of  this  Province,  to  such 
places  as  he  shall  judge  most  likely  to  get  Recruits. 

That  the  Recruiting  Officers  be  allowed  twenty  Shillings 
per  week,  each,  for  their  expenses,  and  ten  Shillings  per  man 
for  every  Recruit,  in  lieu  of  all  recruiting  charges,  and  ten 
Shilhngs  per  week  for  each  man's  subsistence,  until  they  are 
brought  to  this  City,  and  supplied  by  the  Commissary  ;  and 
that  each  Officer  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  these  Resolves 
of  this  Committee  relative  to  the  Pay  and  Bounty  of  the 
men. 

Resolved,  That,  agreeable  to  authority  delegated  to  this 
Board  by  Congress,  one  half  of  the  Officers,  prisoners  of 
war,  who  are,  or  have  been  by  any  former  order,  stationed 
in  the  Borough  oi  Lancaster,  be  removed  to  the  Town  of 
Carlisle,  and  the  other  half  removed  to  the  Town  of  York ; 
and  that  the  Committee  of  Lancaster  take  order  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  have  full  authority  to  make  the  arrangement  accord- 
ing to  their  best  judgment. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Rolerdeau  draw  up  a  Letter  to 
the  Committee  of  Lancaster,  Cumberland,  and  York  Coun- 
ties, on  this  subject,  and  furnish  them  with  the  Resolution 
of  Congress  and  this  Board,  respecting  the  disposition  of  the 
Officers  ordered  to  be  removed  agreeable  to  the  Resolution 
of  this  day ;  also,  with  a  fonn  of  the  Parole  said  Officers 
are  to  take. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  15,  1776. 
Present:  James  Riddle,  Chairman,  John  Cadwallader, 
George  Clymer,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Robert  White,  John 
Isixon,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samr 
uel  Howell,  James  Mease,  Alexander  Wilcocks. 

Mr.  Thomas  Holland  having  resigned  his  appointment  in 
the  Fourth  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Troops,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Colonies, 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Ryan  be  appointed  Adjutant  to 
the  Fourth  Battalion,  in  the  place  of  the  said  Holland. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  be  directed  to  deliver  to 
Captains  Richards,  Falconer,  and  Reed,  the  Committee 
appointed  by  this  Board  for  fixing  Signals,  such  Guns,  Am- 
munition, and  Implements,  as  they  shall  require  for  that 
service. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
John  Coboum,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  he  being 
employed  in  sinking  the  Chevaux-de-Frise. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon,  Esq.,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  fa- 
vour of  Captain  John  Rice,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
he  being  employed  in  sinking  the  Chevaux-de-Frise. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Reed  be  employed  to  take  the 
Chevaux-de-Frise,  when  launched,  at  Gloucester,  and  sink 
them  in  their  proper  places,  near  Fort-Island ;  and  that  he 
be  authorized  to  procure  anything  for  the  purpose,  hire  per- 
sons under  him  on  the  best  and  cheapest  terms,  and  that 
he  draw  on  this  Board  for  the  expense. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Thomas  Proctor,  of  the  Artil- 
leiy,  be  allowed  twenty-three  and  two-thirds  Dollars  per 
month. 

By  order  of  the  Board  John  M.  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  was  di- 
rected to  settle  with  Captain  Proctor,  and  pay  him  twenty- 
six  and  two-thirds  Dollars  per  month,  for  his  own  pay,  from 
the  date  of  his  commission  to  the  1st  instant ;  and,  also,  two 
months'  pay  of  two  Sergeants  at  ten  Dollars,  two  Corporals 
at  nine  Dollars,  and  twenty-three  Privates  at  six  Dollars, 
per  month,  from  the  1st  oi'  January  to  the  29th  of  Febrw- 
ary,  inclusive. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Shea,  for  some  Fire-locks  for 
the  use  of  the  Troops  under  his  command,  for  mounting  the 
necessary  Guard  of  this  City,  by  order  of  the  Board  Ro- 
bert Towers  was  directed  to  deliver  Colonel  Shea  twenty- 
four  Fire-locks  for  the  said  purpose,  taking  his  receipt  for  the 
same,  to  be  returned  in  good  order  on  demand. 


Upon  application  of  James  Chapman  and  John  Vande- 
grift,  of  Bucks  County,  for  the  payment  of  Arms,  he,  to 
be  furnished  that  County  for  the  use  of  the  Province,  by 
order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  Hil- 
legas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  said  Vandegrift,  one  of 
the  Assessors,  for  five  hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commodore  require  every  Captain  of 
the  Armed  Boats  immediately  to  furnish  this  Board  w  ilh  the 
Indents  which  they  lately  produced  to  Mr.  Nixon  and  Cap- 
tain White,  and  for  that  purpose  send  down  to  the  Captains 
at  Liberty-Island. 

Colonel  Shea  this  day  reported  to  the  Board  that  Captain 
Melchior  declined  accepting  of  the  commission  of  Captain, 
lately  granted  to  him,  in  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Batta- 
lion. 

Adjourned  to  six  o'clock. 

Agreeable  to  adjournment  the  following  Members  met : 
James  Riddle,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Alexander  Wil- 
cocks, Owen  Riddle,  John  Cadwallader,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

Upon  application  made  to  this  Board,  by  the  Colonels  of 
the  several  Battalions  of  this  City,  for  the  use  of  the  Anns 
and  Accoutrements  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Commis- 
sary, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  distribute  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  Provincial  Arms,  now  under  his  care,  and  a  like 
number  of  Cartridge-boxes  and  Bayonet-belts,  equally  be- 
tween the  four  Battalions  in  this  City,  taking  receipts  of 
their  several  Colonels  for  the  same ;  and  the  Colonels  are 
requested  to  deliver  them  to  their  several  Captains,  for  the 
use  of  their  several  Companies ;  which  Arms  and  Accou- 
trements are  to  be  returned  to  the  Captains,  and  kept  in  a 
proper  place,  immediately  after  they  are  discharged  from 
duty,  that  they  may  be  always  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the 
order  of  this  Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  16,  1776. 

Present:  James  Mease,  Chairman,  John  Cadwallader, 
George  Clymer,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Riddle,  Owen 
Riddle,  Samuel  Howell,  Sa7nu€l  Morris,  Jun.,  Robert  White, 
John  Nixon. 

Lewis  Nicola,  Barrackmaster,  was  this  day  directed  to 
deliver  Colonel  St.  Clair,  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  Bat- 
talions, what  necessaries  they  may  want,  belonging  to  this 
Province,  that  are  under  his  care  at  the  Barracks,  taking  re- 
ceipts for  the  saiTie. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Thomas  Forrest  be  ordered  to 
raise  thirty  able-bodied  men  for  the  Marine  service  of  this 
Province. 

That  he  be  allowed  ten  Shillings  per  man,  in  lieu  of  his 
recruiting  expenses,  and  ten  Shillings  per  week  for  the  sub- 
sistence for  each  Recruit,  until  they  are  provided  for  by  the 
Commissary. 

That  he  pay  the  greatest  attention  to  the  behaviour  of  the 
men  while  in  quarters,  and  see  their  quarters  discharged  at 
least  once  in  every  week. 

That  no  bought  indented  Servants  or  Apprentices  be  in- 
listed  without  the  consent  of  their  Masters,  in  writing. 

That  the  Company  consist  of  one  Captain,  two  Non- 
commissioned Officers,  and  thirty  Privates. 

That  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  Shillings  be  advanced 
to  each  Recruit. 

That  fifty  Pounds  be  advanced  Captain  Forrest  for  the 
recruiting  service. 

That  the  pay  of  the  Privates  be  six  Dollars  per  month, 
and  to  continue  in  the  service  of  riiis  Province  until  dis- 
charged by  the  Assembly  or  this  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  M. 
Nesbitt,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Captain  Thomas  Forrest,  for  fifty 
Pounds,  which  is  directed  to  be  charged  him  for  recruiting 
a  Company  of  Marines. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Anthony  Wayne,  for  a  sum 
of  Money  for  the  use  of  his  Battalion,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell  for  two  thousand  Pounds, 
for  the  use  aforesaid,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Wayne. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Robert  Magau,  for  a  sum 
of  Money  for  the  use  of  his  Battalion,  in  the  service  of  the 
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United  Colonies,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  Messrs.  Mease  and  CaldwcU  for  two  thousand  Pounds, 
for  the  use  aforesaid,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Maguu. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commodore  or  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Naval  Armaments  of  this  Province  be  allowed  sixty 
Dollars  per  month,  and  six  rations  of  Provisions  per  day. 

That  the  second  in  command  of  the  Naval  Armaments  of 
this  Province  be  allowed  ten  Pounds  per  month,  and  three 
rations  of  Provisions  per  day. 

That  the  First  Lieutenants  on  board  the  Provincial  Ship 
be  allowed  seventeen  Dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of 
Provisions  per  day. 

That  tiie  Second  Lieutenants  on  board  said  Ship  be  al- 
lowed sixteen  Dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  Pro- 
visions. 

That  the  Third  Lieutenants  on  board  said  Ship  be  al- 
lowed fourteen  Dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  Pro- 
visions, and  to  rank  with  the  Second  Lieutenants  of  tlie 
Armed  Boats. 

That  the  Master  of  the  Provincial  Ship  be  allowed  six- 
teen Dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  Provisions  per 
day. 

That  the  Mates  and  Carpenters  of  the  said  Ship  be  al- 
lowed fourteen  Dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  Pro- 
visions per  day. 

That  the  Gunners  and  Boatswains  of  said  Ship  be  al- 
lowed twelve  Dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  Pro- 
visions per  day. 

That  the  Midshipmen  on  board  said  Ship  be  allowed  ten 
Dollars  per  month. 

That  the  Surgeons  to  the  said  Ship  be  allowed  twenty- 
five  Dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  Provisions  per 
day. 

That  the  Surgeon's  Mate  to  the  said  Ship  be  allowed 
eighteen  Dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  Provisions 
per  day. 

Mr.  Johnston  Smith  having  acquainted  this  Board  that  he 
has  purchased,  agreeable  to  permission  of  this  Board,  of  Mr. 
Lines,  some  time  past,  a  number  of  Fire-Arms,  for  the  use 
of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  and  that  he  is  apprehensive  tlie 
Committees  of  the  different  Counties  will  not  suffer  him  to 
take  the  said  Arms  to  this  City  without  pemiission  from  this 
Board, 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  Inspection 
and  Observation  of  the  different  Counties  be  requested  to 
suffer  Mr.  Smith  to  send  the  Arms  to  Virginia  that  he  has 
purchased  previous  to  the  date  hereof. 

Resolved,  That  Commodore  Caldwell  give  directions  to 
the  Officers  of  the  Boats,  for  the  Chevaux-de-Frise,  now 
sunk  at  Fort-Island,  to  be  examined,  and  make  report  of 
their  situation  to  this  Board  by  Sunday  next. 

Mr.  Thomas  BidweU  proposes  to  refine  Crude  Sulphur 
upon  the  following  terms,  viz:  To  erect  Furnaces  proper 
for  that  purpose  at  his  own  expense ;  to  be  allowed  twenty 
Shillings  per  hundred  weight  for  good  Sulphur ;  this  Board 
to  advance  him  twenty-five  Pounds  for  that  purpose,  which 
he  is  to  repay  at  the  expiration  of  one  year,  provided  he 
be  fully  employed  during  that  time,  otherwise  this  Board  to 
pay  so  much  of  the  expense  of  said  works  as  will  amount  to 
the  said  twenty-five  Pounds  ;  and,  in  the  latter  case,  the  said 
works  to  be  the  property  of  the  said  Board  ;  that  this  Board 
be  at  the  charge  of  sending  the  Crude  Sulphur  to  the  works, 
and  taking  it  away  when  refined. 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  agree  to  the  above  proposals 
of  Mr.  BidweU  for  refining  Crude  Sulpliur,  and  that  he  im- 
mediately erect  the  proposed  works. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 

I^ixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 

Thomas  BidweU,  for  twenty-five  Pounds,  being  so  much 

advanced  him  to  erect  works  for  the  refining  of  Crude  Sul- 

hur.  

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  18,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Robert  White,  James 

Riddle,  John  CadwaUader,  George  Clymer,  James  Mease, 

Thomas    Wharton,   Junior,    Daniel  Roberdeau,  Barnard 

Dougherty,  Owen  Riddle,  Samuel  Howell,  Alexander  Wil- 

ocks,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Enion  M^Uiams,  for  the  pay- 


ment of  fifteen  Fire-locks,  purchased  by  him  for  the  use  of 
his  Company  of  Associators  of  this  City,  by  order  of  the 
Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  John  JSuon  and 
others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  forty-seven  Pounds 
seventeen  Shillings,  being  the  cost  of  said  Arms. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Thomas  Forrest  be  allowed  a 
DruniTner  and  Fifer  to  his  Company  of  Marines,  to  be  em- 
ployed on  board  the  Floating  Battery. 

Mr.  Nixon  having  occasion  to  leave  this  Board,  Mr.  Alex- 
ander Wikocks  was  appointed  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  tiie  Committees  of  the  different  Counties 
of  this  Province  be  requested  to  furnish  tiie  persons  who 
may  be  appointed  to  review  and  pass  the  Recruits  raising 
for  the  service  of  this  Province,  witii  so  much  Powder  and 
Lead  as  may  be  necessary  to  prove  them  to  be  marksmen, 
not  exceeding  two  rounds  each  man. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Jacob  Meyers,  employed  as  Armourer  in 
the  service  of  this  Province  at  Fort-Island,  be  allowed  six 
Pounds  per  month,  and  two  rations  of  Provisions  per  day. 

Resolved,  That  Commodore  Caldwell  order  Capt.  Alex- 
ander and  Lieutenant  Hennessey  on  the  Recruiting  service 
to  New-  York,  agreeable  to  the  insti-uctions  of  this  Board. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  19,  1776. 
Present:    John  Nixon,   Chairman,  John   CadwaUader, 
George  Clymer,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel  Howell,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  Owen  Biddle. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  M. 
Nesbitt,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Charles  Alexander,  for  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Pounds,  being  so  much  advanced  him  for 
recroiting  Seamen  to  be  employed  in  the  Naval  Armaments 
of  this  Province. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs. 
John  Nixon  and  others,  the  Coinmittee  of  Accounts,  in 
favour  of  Captain  Francis  Wade,  for  three  hundred  and 
fifty  Pounds. 

Upon  application  of  the  Commissioners  of  Lancaster 
County,  for  a  suin  of  Money  towards  the  payment  of  Anns 
and  Accoutrements  making  in  that  County,  for  the  use  of 
this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on 
Michael  Hillegas,  Esquire,  Treasurer,  for  three  hundred 
Pounds,  in  favour  of  William  Bowman,  one  of  the  said 
Commissioners,  for  tlie  purposes  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  deliver  to 
Captain  Loxley,  for  the  use  of  his  Artillery  Company,  what 
necessaries  he  may  want  to  complete  his  Company  for  actual 
service. 

Resolved,  That  the  wages  of  the  Pilots  employed  in  die 
service  of  this  Province  be  ten  Pounds  per  month,  to  com- 
mence the  21st,  and  continue  for  one  month. 

Resolved,  That  John  Hennessey,  Lieutenant  of  one  of  the 
Armed  Boats,  be  appointed  First  Lieutenant  to  tlie  Float- 
ing Battery. 

Resolved,  That  William  Bradford  be  desired  to  print  one 
thousand  of  the  Rules,  Regulations,  and  Articles  of  Associa- 
tion, agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  Assembly. 

The  Committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  situa- 
tion of  the  several  Battalions  in  this  City,  witii  respect  to 
dieir  Ammunition  and  Arms : 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Battalions  be 
requested  to  call  in  all  the  Ammunition  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  Associators,  and  deliver  it  to  the  Conmiissary ;  and  the 
Commissary  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  twenty -three  rounds 
of  new  Cartridges  to  every  Associator  in  the  several  Batta- 
lions who  have  Fire-locks  fit  for  service ;  which  Cartridges 
the  Associators  are  to  deliver  to  their  respective  Captains,  to 
be  put  up  in  bundles,  and  marked  with  the  names  of  the 
several  Associators.  The  Commissary  is  to  examine  the 
Arms  of  every  Associator  before  he  delivers  out  the  Ammu- 
nition, and  take  lists  of  such  Arms  as  he  thinks  ought  to  be 
proved,  and  return  said  lists  to  the  Colonels  of  the  several 
Battalions,  who  are  to  acquaint  the  owners  of  said  Arms  that 
they  cannot  be  supplied  with  Ammunition  until  their  Fire- 
locks are  proved  by  the  Commissary,  who  is  directed  to 
stamp  every  Fire-lock  with  the  number  of  balls  each  will 
take  to  the  Pound. 
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In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  20,  1776. 

Present :  John  Ninon,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  Alex- 
ander Wilcocks,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel  Howell,  Owen 
Biddk,  John  Cadimllader. 

Upon  application' of  Captain  Falconer  for  a  sum  of  Money 
for  the  use  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  fix  Signals,  &tc.,  in 
the  Bay  and  River  Delaivare,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order 
was  drawn  on  John  Nicon  and  others,  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  in  favour  of  Captain  Nathaniel  Falconer,  for 
three  hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Leeson  Simmons  be  joined  to  the 
Committee  for  fixing  Signals  in  the  Bay  and  River  Dela- 
ware. 

Resolved,  That  Francis  Feauss  be  appointed  First  Lieu- 
tenant to  the  Provincial  Ship-of-War. 

That  Edward  Yorke  be  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  to 
tlie  said  Provincial  Ship. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  21,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chainnan,  Alexander  Wilcocks, 
George  Clymer,  Owen  Riddle,  Samuel  Howell,  James 
Mease,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  mentioned  Officers  on  board 
the  Provincial  Ship  be  allowed  the  pay  as  affixed  to  their 
respective  stations : 

Per  Month.  Per  Month. 

First  Clerk,  -  -  10  Dollars.  Steward,  -  -  -  10  Dollars. 
Second  Clerk,  -  8  Dollars.  Steward's  Mate,  -  8  Dollars. 
Quartermasters,  8  Dollars.  Cook,  -  -  -  -  8  Dollars. 
Quarter-Gunners,  8  Dollars.  Carpenter's  Mate,  12  Dollars. 
Gunner's  Mate,    8  Dollars.  Boatswain's  Mate,  8  Dollars. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Mitchell  be  appointed  Master 
to  the  Provincial  Armed  Ship. 

That  Joseph  Greenway  be  appointed  Third  Lieutenant 
to  the  Provincial  Armed  Ship. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  22,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun., 
Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Riddle. 

Agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress,  of  the  13th  o{  Febru- 
ary last,  this  Board  granted  the  following  Certificate  : 

In  Committee  of  Safely,  March  22,  1776. 

Messrs.  Knight  &/■  Green  having  engaged  with,  and  being 
empowered  by  this  Committee,  to  import  from  North-Caro- 
lina six  hundred  barrels  of  Naval  Stores  for  the  use  of  this 
Province,  this  certifies  that  they  have  given  the  proper  secu- 
rity required  in  this  case  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  13th  February  last. 

Resolved,  That  Hercules  Courtney  be  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  to  the  Artillery. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  23,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Owen  Riddle,  Alex- 
ander Wilcox,  George  Clymer,  James  Riddle,  Samuel  How- 
ell, Daniel  Roberdeau. 

Resolved,  That  James  Maul  leave  his  station  at  the  mouth 

of  the  River  to  attend  this  Board  as  speedily  as  possible, 

and  that  Captains  Richards,  Falconer,  and  Simmxms,  be  de- 

■  sired  to  have  his  place  supplied  immediately  by  another 

Pilot  of  sufficient  ability  and  industry. 

Resolved,  That  James  Morrisonhe  appointed  Lieutenant 
of  Marines  in  the  service  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Riddle  and  Mr.  Alexander 
Wilcocks  be  a  Committee  to  agree  with  William  Henry  for 
making  two  hundred  Rifles. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nixon  be  requested  to  order  Timber 
suitable  for  the  Carriages  of  thirty  24-pounders  and  ten  32- 
pounders.  

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  25,  1776. 

Present:  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Robert 
White,  Samuel  Miles,  James  Riddle,  Owen  Riddle,  Michael 
Swoope,  George  Clymer,  George  Taylor,  Rarnard  Dough- 
erty, Samuel  Morris,  Junior,  Samuel  Hunter,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Jamas  Mease,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Jun. 


Upon  requisition  of  the  Marine  Committee  of  Congress 
for  thirty  stand  of  Arms,  or  two  Wall-Pieces  and  twenty -six 
Muskets,  for  the  fitting  out  the  Brigantine  Lexington  for  the 
protection  of  the  trade  of  this  coast,  by  order  of  the  Board 
Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  said 
number  of  Arms  to  Captain  Rarry,  or  his  order. 

Upon  application  of  Dr.  Harris  for  a  quantity  of  Saltpetre 
to  manufacture  into  Gunpowder,  agreeable  to  an  engage- 
ment with  him  and  this  Board,  by  order  of  the  Committee 
an  Order  was  delivered  him  on  Robert  Towers  for  twenty 
hundred  pounds  of  Saltj)etre. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Mease  be  empowered  to  take 
out  of  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith,  a  Custom-House  Officer,  all 
the  Fire-arms  that  may  be  found  in  his  possession,  and  re- 
port his  proceedings  to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nathaniel  Donnell  be  appointed  Se- 
cond Lieutenant  to  the  Company  of  Matrosses  raised  in  this 
Province,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Remard  Romans,  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Thomas  Dewees,  Jailer,  was  di- 
rected to  discharge  Henry  Yelverton  Price  from  confinement, 
he  paying  his  own  expenses ;  and  Mr.  Dewees  to  inform 
him  that  he  is  to  leave  this  city  within  three  days,  and  to 
acquaint  him  that  he  will  be  recommitted  if  found  here  after 
that  time. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rittenhovse,  Mr.  McNeal,  Captain 
Miles,  Mr.  O.  Riddle,  and  Mr.  Clymer,  be  a  Committee  to 
fix  on  proper  places  upon  the  River  Delaware  for  erecting 
Fortifications. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  26,  1776. 

Present:  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Owen  Riddle,  John 
Cadwalladcr,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Sam- 
uel Howell,  James  Riddle. 

Upon  application  of  John  Pollard  and  Jacob  Arjield  for 
the  payment  of  their  Accounts  for  Bayonets,  and  repairing 
Fire-Arms,  for  Captains  Harmer's,  Jones's,  and  Le  Marr's 
Companies,  in  Colonel  De  Haas's  Battalion,  by  order  of  the 
Board  two  Orders  were  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Cald- 
well for  the  amount  of  the  said  Accounts,  one  in  favour  of 
John  Pollard  for  two  Pounds  eleven  Shillings  and  one 
Penny,  and  the  other  in  favour  of  Jacob  Arjield,  for  nine- 
teen Pounds  nine  Shillings  and  six  Pence. 

Resolved,  That  William  Gamble  be  appointed  Captain  to 
the  Etna  Fire-Ship. 

That  William  Greenway  be  appointed  Captain  to  one  of 
the  tier  of  Fire-Rafts. 

Resolved,  That  the  Provincial  Ship-of-War  be  called  the 
Montgomery. 

That  the  floating  Battery  be  called  the  Arnold. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  received  from  the  Committee 
of  Westmoreland  County,  offering  their  services  in  an  expe- 
dition to  Detroit,  be  handed  by  Mr.  Wilcocks  to  Mr.  Wil- 
son, in  order  to  its  being  laid  before  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Peter  De  Haven,  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  being  for  the  use  of  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Assessors  of  this  County,  for  the  payment  of  Fire- 
Arms  making  for  the  use  of  this  County. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  O.  Riddle  and  Mr.  Clymer  employ 
Arthur  Donaldson  to  build  two  Piers,  to  sink  for  fixing  the 
Boom  for  obstructing  the  navigation  of  the  passage  at  Fort- 
Island. 

The  Committee  of  Westmoreland  County  having  made  a 
requisition  to  this  Board,  for  the  defence  of  the  same,  this 
Board  wrote  Letters  to  the  Committees  oi  Red  ford  and  Cum- 
berland Counties,  requesting  them,  in  case  the  inhabitants 
of  Westmoreland  were  attacked  by  an  enemy,  to  spare  them 
the  necessary  Powder  belonging  to  the  publick  for  their  de- 
fence, and  immediately  to  inform  this  Board  of  the  quantity 
spared.  

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  at  the 
CofFee-Housc,  the  following  Members  present :  John  Nixon, 
Chdirman, Daniel Roberdeau,Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  James 
Riddle,  George  Clymer,  James  Mease,  John  Cadwallader, 
Rarnard  Dougherty,  Owen  Riddle,  Robert  fVhite,  Samuel 
Howell,  Samu£l  Morris,  Jun. 
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Mr.  N{xo7i  laid  before  the  Board  a  Letter  sent,  by  express, 
from  Henry  Fisher,  dated  Lcwcsioion,  Monday  evening, 
seven  o'clocl<,  acquainting  this  Committee  that  a  Sloop-of- 
War  was  then  coming  in  to  Lewes  Road  witii  a  small  Ten- 
der, and  that  there  was  reason  to  believe  they  would  proceed 
up  the  Bay. 

The  Committee  sent  for  the  Commodore,  and  ordered 
him  to  send  four  of  the  Armed  Boats,  well  fitted  and  man- 
nod,  immediately  down  the  river,  as  far,  if  necessary,  as 
Reedy- Island,  and  to  direct  the  Commanding  Officer,  and 
other  Officers  of  the  said  Boats,  to  act  in  concert  with,  and 
by  the  advice  of.  Captain  Barry,  of  the  Brigantine  Lex- 
ington, (in  the  Continental  service,)  and  exert  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  take,  or  destroy,  all  such  Vessels  of  the  ene- 
my as  they  shall  find  in  the  River  Delaware. 

The  Committee  also  sent  an  express  to  Captain  Proctor, 
or  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Artillery  Company  at 
Liberty-Island,  with  the  above  intelligence,  and  ordered  him 
to  keep  a  good  look-out,  to  prevent  surpise,  and  be  fully 
prepared  to  opjxjse  the  enemy  if  they  should  attempt  to 
come  up  the  river. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  27,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  present :  John 
Nixon,  Chairman,  James  Biddle,  Alexander  JVilcocks,  Jaims 
Mease,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Andrew  Allen,  Samuel  Howell, 
Thomas  JVharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers  was  directed  to 
furnish  Captain  Dougherty's  Boat  with  thirteen  32-pound 
Cannon  Cartridges,  with  Ball. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Fisher  be  allowed,  for  his  services 
from  the  16th  of  September  last,  and  as  long  as  this  Board 
may  have  occasion  to  employ  him,  the  sum  of  ten  Pounds 
per  month. 

Upon  application  of  William  Montgomery,  (who  acquaints 
this  Board  that  he  is  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Chester 
County  to  receive  and  pay  for  the  Saltpetre  made  in  that 
County,)  by  order  of  the  Board  Mordecai  Davis  was  di- 
rected to  deliver  Mr.  Montgomery  twelve  pounds  of  Pow- 
der, out  of  a  quarter-cask  delivered  him  some  time  past  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid.  

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  28,  1776. 
Present :    John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
George  Clymer,  John  Cadwallader,  Samuel  Miles,  James 
Biddle,  Owen  Biddle,  James  Mease,  Nicholas  Fairlamb. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Peter  De  Haven  (one  of  the 
Assessors  of  this  County)  for  a  sum  of  Money  for  the  pay- 
ment of  Fire-locks  making  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  by 
order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  Hil- 
hgas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  said  De  Haven,  for  three  hundred 
and  fifty  Pounds  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Thomas  Proctor  for  a  sum 
of  Money  for  the  payment  of  the  subsistence  of  the  Artillery, 
by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  in  his  favour,  on 
John  M.  Nesbitt,  Paymaster,  for  four  hundred  Pounds  for 
said  purposes. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Captain  Robert  White  nine  pieces  of 
Sail-Cloth  for  the  use  of  the  Provincial  Ship. 

Mr.  Nixon  having  occasion  to  leave  tlie  Board,  Mr.  James 
Biddle  was  chosen  President. 

Mr.  Mease  reports  that  he  could  not  find  any  Arms  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  Custom-House  Oflicer. 

Robert  Towers  reports  his  having  received  and  delivered 
the  following  articles : 

Delivered,  by  order  of  this  Board,  to  Joseph  ParJcer  10 
lbs.  of  Powder,  42  lbs.  of  Lead  ;  to  Thomas  Apty  2  lbs.  of 
Powder ;  to  Mordecai  Davis,  of  Chester  County,  .37  stand 
of  Arms,  1  quarter-ban-el  of  Powder ;  to  Captain  Barry,  of 
Brig  Lexington,  (on  account  of  Congress,)  5  lbs.  of  Salt- 
petre, 1.3  Dutch  Fire-locks,  2  Wall-Pieces,  5  Bayonets,  8 
Scabbards,  48  Musket-Cartridges,  2  Budge-Ban-els. 

Received  from  Mr.  Poidtney  192  Shovels,  14  Spades ; 
Samuel  Mease  .33  lbs.  of  Saltpetre;  Mr.  Ross  10.1.11  roll 
Brimstone ;  Mr.  Craig,  (purchased  by  Committee  of  In- 
spection,) 41.2.21  of  ditto  ;  Samuel  Garrigues,  Sen.,  8.3.19 
of  ditto;  Mr.  Stenwitz  15.1.15  of  ditto;  Charles  Ludwick 
2.3.17  of  ditto;  Biddle  ^'  De  Haven  31 J  lbs.  of  Saltpetre ; 


Samuel  Corry  5.11  J  oz.  of  ditto;  George  Warner  10  lbs. 
of  ditto ;  Titm  Matlack  29  lbs.  of  ditto ;  William  A.  Ryerson 
2^  lbs.  of  ditto;  Enion  Williams  96  lbs.  of  Lead,  19^  lbs. 
of  Powder  ;  Mr.  Homer  1  Pistol ;  Thomas  Palmer  2  Pis- 
tols;  Colonel  St.  Clair  18  Muskets; '13  ditto,  lock-part 
gone  ;  13  ditto,  no  locks ;  72  Gun-Barrels,  102  Bayonets. 

Delivered  to  Nicholas  Hicks  12  Wheelbarrows,  8  Hand- 
barrows,  24  Shovels,  18  Spades.  Delivered  towards  pay- 
ment of  Saltpetre,  to  Samuel  Corry,  1^  lbs.  of  Gunpowder; 
to  George  Warner  2J  lbs.  of  ditto  ;  to  Matlack  7  lbs.  of 
ditto ;  to  W.  A.  Ryerson  10  oz.  of  ditto.  Dehvered,  to  make 
Cartridges  for  Signal  Guns,  112  lbs.  of  ditto. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  29, 1776. 
Present :  John  Nixon,  Chainnan,  Alexander  Wikocks, 
Thomas  B^arton,  Jun.,  James  Mease,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
Owen  Biddle,  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Barr  be  appointed  Lieutenant 
Fire-Worker  to  Captain  Romans's  Company  of  Artillery,  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon  and  otliers,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Robert  Towers,  for  fifty  Pounds ;  which  was  directed 
to  be  charged  to  his  account. 

The  Order  (agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the 
21st  instant)  was  handed  this  Board,  this  day,  for  twelve 
thousand  Dollars,  in  favour  of  this  Committee,  and  drawn 
on  Messrs.  George  Clymer  and  Michael  Hillegas,  Esquires, 
Paymasters ;  which  was,  by  order  of  the  Board,  endorsed 
to,  and  delivered  to  Messrs.  John  Nixon  and  others,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts,  being  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
for  Arms  to  be  purchased  by  the  different  Committees  of 
this  Province  for  the  use  of  Congress. 

LTpon  application  of  Colonel  Wayne  for  a  sum  of  Money 
for  tlie  use  of  the  Committee  of  Chester  County,  for  purcha- 
sing Anns  on  account  of  Congress,  by  order  of  the  Board 
an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nixon  and  others,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  for  five  hundred  Dollars,  in  favour  of 
said  Committee. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Thomas  Houston  for  a  sum 
of  Money  for  the  Recruiting  service,  by  order  of  the  Board 
an  Order  was  drawn  on  Mr.  J.  M.  Nesbitt  for  fifteen  Pounds, 
in  his  favour,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs. 
Mease  and  Caldwell,  in  favour  of  Walter  Ming,  for  seven 
Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  three  Scabbards  for  Captain 
Davis's  Company,  of  Colonel  De  Haas's  Battalion. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  30,  1776. 

Present:  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Alexander  Wilcocks, 

Samuel  Miles,   George   Ross,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James 

Mease,  James  Biddle,    Owen  Biddle,   Thomas  Wharton, 

Jun.,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Robert  White,  George  Clymer. 

Upon  application  of  John  Wilcocks  for  a  sum  of  Money 
for  the  use  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  direct  the  manu- 
facturing of  Gun-locks,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was 
drawn  in  favour  of  Captain  Wilcocks,  on  Michael  Hillegas, 
Esq.,  Treasurer,  for  five  hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Samuel  Miles  be  empowered  to 
purchase  Rifles  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

Messrs.  Samuel  Potts  and  Thomas  Ruttcr  having  engaged 
with  tliis  Board  to  cast  a  number  of  Cannon  for  the  use  of 
this  Province,  and  requiring  a  sum  of  Money,  as  an  advance, 
for  putting  their  works  in  proper  order,  by  order  of  the 
Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  in 
their  favour,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds. 

The  following  Advertisement  was  ordered  to  be  published 
in  the  different  Papers  of  this  City,  viz : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Committee  will  give  forty-five  Shil- 
lings for  every  hundred  gross  weight  of  good  merchantable 
Brimstone,  of  the  produce  and  manufacture  of  this  Common- 
wealth, that  shall  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Robert  Towers,  Com- 
missary, in  this  City,  within  six  months  from  this  time." 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Nixon,  and  Captain 
fVhite,  be  a  Committee  to  looic  out  for  two  Vessels  most 
proper  for  sinking  in  the  passage  between  the  Chevaux-de- 
Fiise,  and  make  report  of  their  proceedings  to  this  Board. 
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A  Letter  was  this  day  written  to  the  Committee  of  Lan- 
caster County,  infonning  them  that  this  Board  have  occasion 
for  three  hundred  Rifles,  and  request  they  would  apply  to 
the  Gunsmiths  that  have  made  the  Muskets  for  the  use 
of  that  County  on  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Morris  be  requested  to  purchase  a 
sufficient  number  of  logs  for  building  two  Piers  for  fixing  the 
Boom  to,  for  obstructing  the  navigation. 

That  Captain  JVJiite  and  Mr.  Morris  contract  with  some 
persons  to  build  the  said  two  Piers. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samtiel  McKinzic  be  appointed  Sur- 
geon to  the  Second  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Troops  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  M. 
^esbitt,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Lieutenant  Hennessey,  for  four 
Pounds  ten  Shillings,  for  Wagon-hire,  in  bringing  Seamen 
from  Brunswick  to  this  City. 

LTpon  application  of  the  Committee  of  Newcastle  County 
for  some  nine-pound  Cannon  Shot,  by  order  of  the  Board 
Robert  Towers  was  directed  to  deliver  four  hundred,  provi- 
ded there  is  so  many  in  his  hands.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  directed  to  deliver  to  Captain  Pryor  two  pounds  of  Gun- 
powder. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  March  31,  1776. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  at  the  Coffee- 
House, 

Present :  James  Biddk,  John  JSixon,  Owen  Biddle, 
Alexander  Wilcocks,  George  Clymer,  Robert  White,  Joseph 
Reed,  Thomas  Wharton,  Samuel  Morris,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau. 

Whereas  Captain  William  Bradford  and  Captain  Tho- 
mas Pryor  report  to  this  Board  that  Angus  McBean  made 
application  yesterday  to  Nehemiah  Maul  for  his  Pilot-boat 
to  go  on  board  the  Man-of-War,  now  in  our  bay,  with  as- 
surance that  he  had  the  consent  of  this  Committee,  and 
that  he  (^McBean)  did  guaranty  said  boat  in  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  Pounds  in  case  he  should  be  de- 
tained by  the  Man-of-War: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Captain  Thomas  Houston 
immediately  proceed  down  the  River  and  remand  the  said 
Boat,  McBean  and  Davidson,  who  are  passengers  on  board, 
that  they  may  answer  to  this  Board  for  their  conduct. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  1, 1776. 

Present:  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  Alexander  Wil- 
cocks, Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Barnard 
Dougherty,  James  Mease,  James  Biddle,  Thomas  Wharton, 
Junior. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Fitzsimmons  be  appointed  Third 
Lieutenant  to  the  Floating  Battery. 

Mr.  Barnard  Dougherty  having  represented  it  as  im- 
practicable for  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors  of  Bed- 
ford County,  from  their  great  distance,  to  contract  with 
Workmen  for  making  the  number  of  Muskets  as  ordered  by 
Assembly, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  authorized  to  contract  with  Work- 
men in  any  of  the  back  Counties  for  completing  the  number 
of  Arms  as  ordered  aforesaid,  and  that  he  draw  on  this 
Board  for  the  payment  of  the  same. 

Mr.  McBean  being  brought  before  this  Board,  and 
charged  with  endeavouring  to  go  on  board  one  of  the 
King's  Ships,  in  Delaware-Bay,  contrary  to  the  direction 
of  this  Committee,  upon  application  to  them  for  that  pur- 
pose,— upon  hearing  his  defence,  and  fully  examining  and 
considering  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  McBean's  proceeding  drown  the 
River  on  his  said  design  might  have  happened  through  a 
misapprehension  of  the  verbal  answer  given  by  this  Board 
upon  his  said  application,  as  only  implying  a  refusal  to 
grant  him  their  authority  for  that  purpose,  from  which  he 
inferred  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  attempt  it  without  such 
authority  if  he  could  effect  it ;  and  although  this  Committee 
are  of  opinion  that  his  said  design  was  ill-judged,  and  might 
have  been  attended  with  dangerous  consequences,  yet  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  is  any  ground  to  charge  Mr. 
McBean  with  any  evil  intention  to  the  prejudice  of  this 
country. 


By  order  of  the  Board  an  order  was  drawn  on  Messrs. 
Mease  and  CaMwell,  in  favour  oi  John  Handlyn,  for  eighteen 
Pounds  five  Shillings  and  ten  Pence,  being  the  amount  of 
his  Account  for  repairing  Fire-locks  belonging  to  Captain 
Jones's  Company,  and  for  repairing  Fire-locks  left  by  Colo- 
nel De  Haas's  Battalion,  and  since  delivered  to  Colonel 
Wayne  and  others. 

Adjourned  to  five  o'clock. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  agreeable  to 
adjournment. 

Present:  John  Niton,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
Owen  Biddle,  James  Mease,  James  Biddle,  Thomas  M'Tiar- 
ton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  George  Clymer. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  2,  1 776. 
Present :  James  Mease,  Chairman,  Robert  TVhite,  James 
Biddle,  Owen  Biddle,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Daniel  Ro- 
berdeau, Samuel  Howell,  George  Clymer. 

Upon  application  of  John  M.  Nesbitt,  Esq.,  for  a  sum  of 
Money  for  the  payment  of  the  wages  of  the  Officers  and 
Men  employed  in  the  Naval  Armaments  of  this  Province, 
by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  said  Nesbitt,  for  two  thousand 
Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Meredith,  Captain  Peters,  Mr. 
John  Wilcocks,  and  Mr.  De  Haven,  be  empowered  to  con- 
tract with  Tomlinson  for  making  publick  the  art 

of  boring  and  grinding  Gun-barrels,  and  instructing  such 
persons  as  they  shall  retjuire  to  be  taught  that  art,  and  to 
give  him  a  premium  of  fifty  Pounds  for  communicating  the 
same. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers  was  directed  to 
deliver  Captain  Proctor  one  barrel  of  Gunpowder  for  the 
use  of  the  Artillery. 

The  Congress  having  sent  to  this  Board,  by  Mr.  Wilson, 
an  information,  in  writing,  against  Samuel  Sample,  an  in- 
habitant of  Pittsburgh,  supposing  him  to  have  some  con- 
nections with  Dr.  Connolly,  a  prisoner  in  the  Jail  of  this 
County,  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  America,  and  requesting 
this  Board  to  take  such  steps  as  they  think  best  for  the 
publick  service, — this  Board  did,  in  consequence  of  said 
request,  send  a  letter  this  day  by  express  to  the  Committee 
of  Cumberland  County,  (enclosing  a  copy  of  the  said  intel- 
ligence and  Resolve  of  Congress  relative  thereto,)  desiring 
they  would  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  stop  the  said 
Sample,  with  his  servant  and  a  boy  he  took  with  him,  and 
examine  their  clothes,  saddles,  Stc,  for  any  letter  they  ma^ 
have;  and  if  he,  tlie  said  Sample,  his  servant,  or  boy,  is 
found  to  have  in  their  possession  any  letters  or  papers  in- 
imical to  the  liberties  of  America,  that  the  letters  or  papers 
be  sent  immediately  to  this  Committee,  and  their  persons 
be  detained  in  safe  custody  until  the  further  orders  of  this 
Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  2,  1776. 

At  a  special  rheeting  this  evening, 

Present :  John  Niron,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  Da- 
niel Roberdeau,  George  Clymer,  James  Mease,  Alexander 
fVilcocks,  Owen  Biddle,  Andreio  Allen,  Samuel  Miles. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nixon,  Mr.  Mease,  and  Mr.  Rober- 
deau, be  desired  to  look  out  for  a  small  Vessel,  proper  to  fit 
out  as  a  cruiser  in  the  Bay  of  Delaware  against  the  Minis- 
terial Armed  Tenders,  now  obstructing  the  commerce  of 
this  Province,  and  that  they  make  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings as  soon  as  possible  to  this  Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  3,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  James  Biddle,  James 
Mease,  Thomas  Jfharton,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  George 
Clymer,  Samuel  Howell. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  received  of  Henry  Fisher,  of 
Leioes,  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Pro- 
vince, to  be  laid  before  the  Congress ;  and  the  said  Dele- 
gates be  requested  to  represent  it  as  the  sense  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  if  two  or  more  fast-sailing  Vessels,  of  small  draft 
of  water,  were  properly  equipped,  they  might  protect  the 
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trade  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies  in  the  Bay  of 
Delaware,  now  infested  witli  Tenders  and  small  Anned  Ves- 
sels of  the  enemy,  and  secure  the  supplies  of  military  stores 
expected  from  abroad ;  to  apply  to  the  Congress  to  take 
speedy  measures  for  that  purpose ;  and  also  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  ordering  back  to  this  port  the  several  outward- 
bound  Vessels  now  lying  in  the  river,  and  employing  the 
Seamen  in  this  service  until  the  trade  of  the  bay  is  more 
secure. 

Resolved,  That  six  rooms  in  the  new  Jail  be  supplied 
with  strong  Doors  on  the  outside  of  the  iron  doors  to  said 
rooms,  more  effectually  to  prevent  communications  with 
prisoners  ordered  to  be  kept  in  close  custody,  separate  from 
the  other  prisoners  in  said  Jail ;  and  that  Colonel  Rohcr- 
deau  be  requested  to  see  this  Resolve  carried  into  execu- 
tion. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  4,  1776. 

Present :  Samuel  Howell,  Chaimian,  James  Biddle,  Da- 
niel Roberdeau,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  George  Clymer, 
Owen  Biddle,  Alexander  Wilcocks. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Falconer  for  some  Arms 
and  Ammunition  for  the  use  of  the  Pilot-boat  stationed  at 
Bombay-Hook,  by  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Com- 
missary, was  directed  to  deliver  five  Muskets,  ten  rounds 
of  Powder  and  Ball,  and  eight  swivel  Shot. 

Upon  application  of  Matthias  Keeler  for  some  Money 
towards  the  payment  of  Fire-locks  making  by  him  for  the 
use  of  this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was 
drawn  in  his  favour  for  fifty  Pounds. 

Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver 
Matthias  Keeler  fifty-six  Musket-balls  for  proving  Fire- 
locks making  by  him  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  of  the  Armed  Boats  be  in- 
structed not  to  suffer  any  Pilot-boat  or  Pilot  (except  those 
employed  by  this  Committee  to  navigate  from  Chester  to 
this  City)  to  pass  down  the  River  below  the  Chevaux-de- 
Frise,  without  producing  a  permit,  in  writing,  from  this 
Board  or  the  Committee. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  6,  1776. 
Present:  George  Clymer,  Chairman,  James  Mea^e,  Owen 
Biddle,  Samuel  Howell,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  James  Bid- 
dle, Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau. 

The  Cannon  Committee  drew  an  Order  on  John  Nixon 
and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Old,  for  one  hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Rice  and  Mr.  A.  Donaldson 
be  desired  immediately  to  construct  two  Chevaux-de-Frise, 
for  the  purpose  of  stopping  the  passage  between  the  Che- 
vaux-de-Frise now  sunk,  and  that  they  be  made  in  such 
form  that  they  may  float  when  properly  loaded  for  sinking. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  John  Hazlewood  be  empowered 
to  nominate  some  discreet  and  judicious  persons  to  assist 
some  other  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  Captain  of  Mr. 
Vernon's  Brigantine,  to  appraise  and  value  the  said  Brigan- 
tine ;  and  the  Committee  of  Fire-Rafts  are  hereby  autho- 
rized to  take  the  said  Vessel  at  the  valuation  of  the  said 
appraisers,  and  to  fit  her  for  a  Fire- Vessel  for  the  defence 
of  our  River. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Roberdeau,  for  a  quantity  of 
Shot  for  tlie  use  of  two  Privateers  fitting  out  at  this  port,  by 
order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  di- 
rected to  diiWveT  Philip  Moore  three  hundred  pounds  of  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  Shot,  taking  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Lawrence  be  appointed  Captain 
of  one  tier  of  Fire-Rafts. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  8,  1776. 

Present:  Joseph  Reed,  Chairman,  James  Mease,  John 
Nixon,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Owen 
Biddle,  George  Clymer,  Samuel  Howell,  James  Biddle. 

Resolved,  That  John  M.  Fatridge  be  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  to  the  Floating  Battery. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  and  Non-Commissioned  Of- 
ficers on  board  the  Floating  Battery  have  the  same  wages 
with  those  of  the  same  rank  on  board  the  Provincial  Ship- 
of-VVar. 


Resolved,  That  Mr.  Howell  and  Mr.  Wharton  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  settle  all  Accounts  of  Arms  purchased  by  the 
Captains  of  the  Companies  of  Associators  of  the  different 
Battalions  of  this  Province,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  this 
Board  of  the  2.3d  of  January  last. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  9,  1776. 
Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  James  Biddle,  George 
Clymer,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Robert 
Ifliite,  Joseph  Parker,    Samiicl  Hoivell,    Owen  Biddle, 
James  Mease. 

Upon  application  of  George  Taylor,  Esq.,  for  a  quarter- 
cask  of  Powder  for  the  use  of  the  Conmiissioners  and  As- 
sessors of  Northampton  County,  to  prove  the  Fire-locks 
making  for  the  use  of  this  Pro^nce,  by  order  of  the  Board 
Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  a  quar- 
ter-cask for  that  purpose. 

In  consequence  of  an  Order  drawn  by  Isaac  Levan,  Jun., 
(one  of  the  persons  appointed  by  the  Committee  of  Berks 
to  purchase  Arms  for  the  use  of  the  Province,)  for  nineteen 
Pounds  twelve  Shillings,  in  favour  of  Dr.  Potts,  for  nine 
Muskets,  it  appearing  that  they  are  Provincial  Arms,  and 
that  the  above  is  the  price  of  repairing,  by  order  of  the 
Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nixon  and  others,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts,  for  said  sum  of  nineteen  Pounds 
twelve  Shillings,  and  the  Arms  are  ordered  to  be  delivered 
to  Captain  Herbert,  of  Berks  County,  who  is  in  the  service 
of  this  Province. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
William  Forbes,  for  the  use  of  Henry  Fisher,  of  Lewestoum, 
for  sixty  Pounds. 

The  following  Order  of  Assembly  was  this  day  delivered 
at  the  Board  by  Mr.  Parker  : 

"In  Assembly,  April  6,  1776. 

"Upon  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  HiUegas,  Mr.  Par- 
ker, and  Mr.  Rittenhmise,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of 

Safety." 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  10,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  James  Mease,  Samuel 
Howell,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Owen  Biddle,  George  Gray, 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Samuel  Miles,  Joseph  Parker,  James 
Biddle,  Thmnas  Wharton,  Junior,  Joseph  Reed,  Michael 
Hillegas. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  James  Wallace,  for  a  sum  of 
Money  for  the  payment  of  Fire-locks  purchased  in  Bucks 
County,  by  order  of  this  Board,  for  account  of  Congress, 
and  for  some  Powder  and  Ball  for  proving  the  same,  by 
order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Mr.  John  Nixon, 
Jam£s  Mease,  and  Thomas  IMiarton,  for  one  hundred 
Pounds ;  and  an  Order  to  Robert  Towers  for  fifty  Balls, 
with  directions  to  Mr.  Wallace  to  use  the  Powder  in  his  pos- 
session which  he  received  for  the  payment  of  Saltpetre, 
keeping  an  account  of  the  quantity  he  may  use  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  following  Resolves  of  Assembly  were  tliis  day  deli- 
vered to  the  Board  by  Colonel  Miles  : 

"In  Assembly,  April  6,  1776. 

"  L^pon  motion.  Resolved,  That  an  Agent  be  appointed 
to  provide  necessary  Clothing  and  Accoutrements,  at  prime 
cost,  for  the  Troops  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of 
this  Province,  the  expense  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  pay 
of  such  Troops ;  that  such  Agent  be  allowed  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  for  his  trouble,  and  that  he  make  no  other 
profit  or  emolument  whatever  by  contracts  with  the  trades- 
men he  mav  employ,  or  in  any  other  manner. 

"  Resolved,  That  Matthias  Slough,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Agent  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said. 

"  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  may  draw  Orders  on  Mi- 
chael Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  the  said  Mat- 
thias Slough,  for  such  sums  of  Money  as  they  from  time  to 
time  shall  judge  necessary. 

"  Extract  from  the  Journals : 

"Charles  Moore,  Clerk  of  Assembly." 

Upon  application  of  Matthias  Slough,  Esq.,  for  a  sum  of 
Money  for  the  payment  of  Clothing  and  Accoutrements  for 
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tlie  Troops  to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  tiiis  Province,  by 
order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  Ilille- 
gas,  in  fa\our  of  said  Slough,  for  three  thousand  Pounds, 
lor  tlie  purposes  aforesaid. 

LTpon  application  of  Colonel  Miles,  for  a  sum  of  Money 
for  tlie  use  of  Colonel  Samuel  Atlec,  for  the  Recixiiting  ser- 
vice of  this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Ifeard  an  Order  was 
drawn  on  Michael  Ilillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  said  Atlee, 
for  five  hundred  Pounds. 

The  Assembly  having  recommended  to  this  Board  to  ap- 
point a  proper  person  Marshal  to  the  Court  of  Admiralty  for 
this  Province,  the  Board,  having  considered  the  applications 
of  the  different  candidates,  do  resolve,  that  Mr.  Matthew 
Clarksoji  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Marshal  to  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  for  this  Province. 

Mr.  Peter  De  Haven  was  this  day  desired  by  letter  to  ap- 
ply to  Mr.  Fraily,  of  Germantown,  to  purchase  the  Arms 
in  his  possession  that  are  or  can  be  made  fit  for  the  service 
of  this  Province, 

Mr.  Toivers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Adam  Foulke,  to  view  and  purchase  the  Arms  he  bought  of 
Andreas  Stall,  provided  they  are  fit  for  the  service  of  this 
Province ;  and,  also,  to  inspect  and  take  an  account  of  all 
other  Fire-Arms  in  possession  of  said  Foulke,  and  make 
report  of  the  number  and  quantity  to  this  Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  11,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chaimian.  George  Clymcr,  Owen 
Biddle,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Joseph  Par- 
ker, Samuel  Morris,  Esq. 

Upon  application  of  Joseph  Fox,  Esq.,  one  of  th^  Com- 
missioners of  this  County,  ibr  a  sum  of  Money  for  the  use 
of  the  Commissioners  and  Assessors,  for  the  payment  of 
Knapsacks,  Fire-locks,  &tc.,  made  for  the  use  of  this  Pro- 
vince, by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  in  favour 
of  said  Fox,  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  for  one  thousand 
Pounds,  for  the  use  aforesaid. 


the  Continental  service,  to  be  employed  in  the  protection  of 
our  trade, 

Resolved,  (for  the  above  reasons,)  That  his  request  be 
granted. 

Cajjtain  Hazchvood  having  applied  for  a  sum  of  Money 
for  the  service  of  the  Fire-Rafts,  by  order  of  the  Board  an 
Order  was  drawn  on  John  Nixon  and  others,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Accounts,  in  his  favour,  for  one  hundred  Pounds. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  .\pril  13,  177G. 

Present :  Owen  Biddle,  Chairman,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
Robert  fVhite,  Joseph  Parker,  Thomas  IVharton,  Junior, 
Samuel  Howell,  Samuel  Miles,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

The  Commodore,  or  commanding  Officer  at  Fort-Island, 
was, this  day  directed  to  suffer  all  river  Vessels,  not  having 
Pilots  on  board,  to  pass  the  Chevaux-de-Frise,  and  was  a 
few  days  since  directed  not  to  suffer  any  sea  Vessel  to  pass 
without  a  permit  from  this  Board. 

Upon  representation  of  Colonel  Miles,  that  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  Houses,  or  other  Buildings,  in  or  about 
the  Towns  of  Chester  and  Marcus-Hook  to  quarter  the 
Troops  now  raising  for  the  defence  of  this  Province, 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Miles  do  procure,  for  the  use  of 
the  said  Troops,  one  hundred  good  Tents,  on  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms  in  his  power. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Slough,  for  the  payment  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty-one  pounds  of  Saltpetre,  manufac- 
tured by  him  in  this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Board  Ro- 
bert Towers,  Commissary,  was  directed  to  deliver  him  fifty 
pounds  of  Powder,  and  an  Order  on  the  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts for  fifty-two  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  in  favour  of 
said  Slough,  which  Powder  and  Cash  is  the  amount  of  said 
Saltpetre. 

Upon  application  of  Mr.  Britton,  for  the  payment  of  fifteen 
Fire-locks,  purchased  by  him  and  Captain  Williams,  whicii 
were  delivered  Mr.  Towers  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  by 
order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drav^n  on  John  Nixon 


-,.  ,  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of  Cap- 
By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  j^jj,  Williams,  for  fiity-one  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  six 
Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  m  favour  o{  John  Mxon,  James  p^nce,  being  the  amount  of  the  same. 
Mease,  and  'Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  the  Committee  of  Ac- 


counts, for  ten  thousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  David  Rittenhovse  be  added  to  the 
Cannon  Committee  of  this  Board,  in  order  to  assist  and  car- 
ry into  execution  the  different  resolves  of  this  Committee 
respecting  the  procuring  and  casting  Cannon  for  the  use  of 
this  Province. 

Mr.  Nixon  having  occasion  to  leave  the  Board,  Mr.  James 
Mease  was  chosen  Chairman. 


Resolved,  That  Doctor  Matthew  McHenrij  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  Surgeon  to  the  Provincial  Ship  Mont- 
gomery. 

As  it  is  found  necessary  that  a  Powder  Magazine  be  built 
for  the  use  of  this  Province,  capable  of  holding  one  thou- 
sand barrels  of  Gunpowder, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Isaac  Coates  and  Mr.  William  Moul- 
der be  empowered  to  contract  with  persons  for  materials  for 
building  said  Magazine,  and  to  employ  suitable  Workmen ; 


Letters  were  written  this  day,  and  signed  by  Mr.  Mease,  to  and  that  they  draw  Orders  on  the  Committee  of  Accounts 

the  Committees  of  Lancaster  and  Berks  Counties,  request-  for  the  expenses  of  the  same. 

m"  they  would  furnish  Captain  A.  Dahauff  and  Captain        That  they  be  requested  to  prepare  a  Plan  of  the  same, 

l%omas  Herbert,  with  Fire-locks,  Bayonets,  and  Accoutre-  and  lay  it  before  this  Board  for  their  consideration, 
ments,  out  of  those  made  by  virtue  of  a  resolve  of  Assem-        rpj^^j  foUo^ying  Resolves  of  Congress,  received  this  day, 

bly  in  June  last,  being  for  the  use  of  their  Companies  m  ^^^g  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  this  Board : 


the  service  of  this  Province. 

In  Committt^e  of  Safety,  April  12,  177R. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Oiven  Biddle,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  Joseph  Parker,  Daniel 
Roberdeau,  Michael  Hillegas,  George  Clymcr,  James  Mease. 

Upon  application  of  John  Coboum,  for  a  sum  of  Money 
towards  the  payment  of  men  employed  in  sinking  the  Che- 
vaux-de-Frise,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn 
on  John  Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in 
his  favour,  for  two  hundred  Pounds. 


"In  Congress,  April  11,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  Committees,  or  Councils  of  Safety 
of  the  United  Colonies,  to  use  their  best  endeavours  in  com- 
municating to  foreign  nations  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
relative  to  Trade." 

"  In  Congresg,  April  12,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Assemblies,  Conventions,  Commit- 
tees, or  Councils  of  Safety,  of  the  Colonies,  respectively,  in 
which  Prisoners  are,  or  shall  choose,  or  be  appointed  to 
reside,  be  empowered  to  remove  such  Prisoners  from  place 
The  Congress  sent  the  following  Resolve  to  this  Board,    to  place,  within  the  same  Colonies,  as  often  as  to  such  As- 


which  is  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  this  Com 
jnittee : 

"  In  Congress,  April  11,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safely  of  Pennsyl- 
vania be  requested  to  provide  proper  Barracks,  or  Quarters, 
for  such  of  the  Continental  Troops  as  may  lixjm  time  to  time 
be  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Captain  Alexander  requesting  to  be  dismissed  from  his 
present  service,  being  offered  the  command  of  the 
Fourth  Sehies. — Vol,  v. 


semblies,  Conventions,  Committees,  or  Councils  of  Safety, 
respectively,  it  shall  seem  proper,  having  regard  to  the  former 
Resolutions  of  Congress  concerning  Prisoners. 
"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

'•  CuAKLEs  Thomson,  Secretary." 

"In  Congress,  April  9,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  a  list  of  the  Prisonere  of  War  in  each 
Colony  be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  tlie  House  of  As- 
sembly, Convention,  Council,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  of 
such  Colonies,  respectively ;  and  that  they  be  authorized 
Vessel  in   and  requested  to  cause  a  strict  observance  of  the  terms  on 
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■which  such  Pris^oners  have  been  enlarged ;  and,  also,  to 
take  especial  care  that  none  of  those  confined  by  order  of 
Congress  be  suffered  to  escape ;  and,  also,  that  the  allow- 
ance to  each  Prisoner  be  punctually  paid  by  the  President 
of  the  Convention,  or  of  the  Council,  or  Committee  of 
Safety,  of  the  Colony  in  which  he  resides  ;  and  where  there 
are  no  Conventions,  by  the  Speakers  of  Assembly  ;  which  said 
Presidents,  or  Speakers,  are  hereby  authorized,  from  time  to 
time,  to  diaw  for  tl)e  sums  advanced  in  pui'suance  of  this 
Resolution.  u|x)n  tlie  President  of  the  Congress. 
"Extract  from  the  Minutes: 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  15,  1776. 

Present :  John  iSwon,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  Samuel 
Howell,  Daniel Robenkau,  James  Mease,  Michael Hilkgas, 
Owen  Biddle,  George  Gray,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  James 
Biddlc. 

Captain  Pitt  has  permission  from  this  Board  to  hire  any 
Seamen  confined  in  Jail  by  order  of  this  Committee. 

Upon  application  of  Joseph  Collier,  for  the  payment  of 
fifty  Cartridge  Boxes,  ]?ayonet  B(4ts,  and  Scabbards,  made 
for  the  use,  and  certified  by  the  Connnissioncrs  of  Berks 
County,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on 
Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  said  Collier,  for  thirty- 
six  Pounds  five  Shillings. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Roberdeau,  for  Pilots  to 
carry  down  the  Privateer  Sloops  Congress  and  Chance, 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  Pilot  be  allowed  the  Sloop  Congress, 
provided  the  Captain  of  her  will  promise  and  engage  to  go 
down  the  Cape-May  channel,  and  land  his  Pilot  there. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Young  and  Mr.  Adam  Foulke 
be  empowered  to  purchase  all  such  good  Fire-amis  as  shall 
be  offered  to  them  for  the  use  of  this  Committee,  on  the  best 
terms  they  can,  not  exceeding  the  value  that  shall  be  put  on 
them  by  the  Commissary ;  and  that  this  Board  will  allow 
them  five  per  cent,  for  their  trouble. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  apply  to 
Mr.  John  Young  and  Mr.  Adam  Foulke,  for  one  hundred 
and  thirty  Muskets,  now  in  their  possession,  for  the  use  of 
this  Committee. 

That  this  Board  allow  the  said  Young  and  Foulke  five 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  first  cost  of  the  said  Mus- 
kets. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Captain  Daniel  Joy  five  hundred  pounds 
of  Gunpowder,  for  proving  Cannon  made  by  Mr.  Old,  at 
the  Reading  Furnace ;  and  to  deliver  Mr.  L/usk  two  pounds 
of  Gunpowder. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  16,  1776. 

Present:  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Geor§-e  Clymer,  Owen 
Biddle,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  Joseph  Par- 
ker, Thomas  IVharton,  Jun.,  James  Biddle,  Daniel  Rober- 
dsau. 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Hans  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  ap- 
pointed Captain  to  one  tier  of  Fire-Rafts. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Owen  Biddle  and  Mr.  Parker  be  a 
Coinmittee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  a  Powder  Magazine,  and 
to  lay  out  the  ground  upon  which  it  is  to  be  built. 

L^^pon  application  of  Mr.  Otven  Biddle,  for  the  payment 
of  three  hundred  and  one  poimds  eight  oinices  of  Saltpetre, 
manufactured  at  the  Pix)vincial  Works  in  this  City,  by  order 
of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Biddle,  for  seventy-five  Pounds 
seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  being  the  amount  of  said 
Saltpetre. 

Committees. 
Committee  for  importing  Powder,  Arms,  etc.  :  Robert 

Morris,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Robert  While. 
Committee  of  Accounts:  John  Nixon,  Thomas  WTiarton, 

James  Mease,  Samuel  Howell. 
Committee  for  providing  Pikes  and  IntrenchingTools  : 

Daniel  Roberdeau,  Owen  Biddle. 
Cannon  Committee  :  George  Clymer,  Oicen  Biddle,  Sam- 
uel Howell,  David  Rittenhouse,  John  Cadwallader. 
Fire-Raft  Committee:   Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Biddle, 

James  Biddle. 


Floating  Battery  Committee  :  Samuel  Howell,  Robert 
It  hit e,  George  Clymer. 

Ship  Committee  :  Robert  White,  John  Nixon,  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jun.,  Mr.  Howell,  Mr.  Clymer. 

Chevaux-de-Frise  Committee  :  Robert  IVhite,  Owen 
Biddle,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun. 

Fort-Island  Committee:  George  Clymer,  Owen  Biddlc, 
David  Rittenhouse,  Samuel  Miles. 

Powder-House  Committee  :  Owen  Biddle,  George  Cly- 
mer, Samuel  Miles,  James  Mease. 

Powder  Committee  out  of  Doors  :  Isaac  Coats,  Wil- 
liam Moidder. 

Committee  for  Building  two  Galleys  for  the  Bay 
Service  :  Samuel  Howell,  Owen  Biddlc,  Thomas  Whar- 
ton, Jun. 

Committee  out  of  Doors  for  providing  Fire-Locks 
TO  Superintendent  of  Workmen  in  Gunlock  Manu- 
factory :  Samuel  Meredith,  Richard  Peters,  John  Wil- 
cocks,  Peter  De  Haven. 

Barrack  Committee,  Fort-Island  :  Owen  Biddle,  Dan- 
iel Roberdeau.  \ 

Armed  Boat  Committee  :  Robert  White,  John  Nixon. 

Committee  for  further  Defences  :  George  Clymer, 
David  Rittenhouse,  Oiuen  Biddlc,  Samuel  Miles,  Mr. 
McNeall. 

Committee  for  fitting  out  two  of  the  Armed  Boats  : 
James  Mease,  Samuel  Howell. 

Committee  for  fitting  out  four  Guard  Boats  to 
cruise  at  Cape-May:  Mr.  Nixon,  Mr.  White. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  in  favour  of  fVilliam  Rush,  for  twelve 
Pounds  five  Shillings,  being  the  amount  of  lour  Fire-iocks, 
purchiised  by  him,  and  delivered  the  Commissajy,  for  the 
use  of  this  Pix)vince. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  17,  1770. 

Present :  Robert  Morris,  Vice-President,  Saimtcl  Hoicell, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  James  Biddle,  Daniel  Roberdeau, 
Joseph  Parker,  George  Clymer,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  David 
Rittenhouse,  George  Gray,  John  Nixon. 

Richard  Bogar,  Commander  of  an  Anned  Vessel  taken 
by  Captain  Barry,  and  John  Draper,  another  officer  of 
the  said  Vessel,  being  brought  to  this  City,  as  Prisoners, 
were  agreed  to  be  enlarged  on  their  separately  signing  the 
following  Parole,  which  they  agreed  to,  and  signed  accord- 
ingly : 

"\,  Richard  Bogar,  the  second,  and  John  Draper,  being 
prisoners  in  the  United  American  Colonies,  and  enlar<red 
upon  our  parole,  do,  upon  the  honour  of  gentlemen  and 
officers,  promise  that  we  will  not  go  farther  than  two  miles 
from  Germantown,  where  we  are  ordered  to  reside,  without 
leave  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, or  of  the  Continental  Congress ;  and  that  we  will 
not  bear  arms  against  the  said  Colonies,  nor  carry  on  any 
political  correspondence  whatever  on  the  subject  of  the  dis- 
pute between  Great  Britain  and  these  Colonies,  nor  give 
any  intelligence  to  any  person  whatever  relative  to  Ameri- 
can affairs,  so  long  as  we  remain  prisoners. 

"  Signed  (separately)  by  ,,  „  -n 

"        ^    *  •''    -^  "  Richard  Bogak, 

"John  Draper." 
The  Vice-President  having  occasion  to  leave  the  Board, 
Mr.  Alexander  Wilcocks  was  appointed  Chairman. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Rush  and  Dr.  Dujield  be  appointed 
to  receive  all  Medicines  belonging  to  this  Province,  for 
which  they  are  to  give  receipts,  to  be  accountable  for  the 
same. 

Edward  Malay,  a  prisoner  of  war  in  the  Jail  of  this  City, 
having  made  oath  that  he  will  not  bear  Anns  against  the 
United  American  Colonies,  is  ordered  to  be  set  at  liberty. 

Upon  apjilication  of  Caleb  Davis,  for  a  sum  of  Money  for 
the  payment  of  Fire-locks,  &c.,  made  in  Chester  County  for 
the  use  of  this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order 
was  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  for  one 
thousand  five  hundred  Pounds,  in  favour  of  tiie  Commis- 
sioners and  Assessors  of  said  County. 

Upon  application  of  Caleb  Davis,  for  a  sum  of  Money  for 
the  payment  of  Saltpetre  purchased  by  directions  of  this 
Board  in  Chester  County,  and  for  some  Powder  for  the 
same  purpose,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn 
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on  John  Mxon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
in  favour  of  said  Davis,  for  one  liundred  Pounds;  and  an 
Order  on  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  for  two  quarter- 
casks  of  Gunpowder  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Officers,  prisoners  of  war  at  Read- 
ing, he  removed  from  tliat  Town  to  tlie  Town  of  Lebanon, 
in  Lancaster  County  ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  the  Town 
of  Readi7)g  he  desired  to  cause  the  said  removal  to  be  ef- 
fected, and  to  draw  on  this  Board  for  tlie  charges  that  shall 
be  incurred  in  executini^  the  same  ;  and  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Town  of  Lebanon  be  desired  to  provide  quarters  for 
the  said  Prisonere,  and  to  take  their  parole,  and  see  that  the 
same  be  faithfully  observed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Mariners  taken  prisoners  by  Captain 
Barry,  and  brought  to  this  City,  be  suffered  to  go  at  large 
upon  their  promising  not  to  bear  Arms  against  the  American 
Colonies,  and  not  to  leave  this  City  without  the  consent  of 
this  Committee,  or  of  Mr.  Allen  Moore,  (who  is  appointed  to 
take  care  of  them,)  and  that  they  will  appear  before  the  said 
Allen  Moore  once  every  day. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Thomas  Forrest,  for  a  sum 
of  Money  to  purchase  clothing  for  his  Marine  Company,  by 
order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  M.  Nes- 
bitt,  Esq.,  for  thirty  Pounds,  in  favour  of  said  Forrest,  for 
which  he  is  to  be  accountable  to  said  Nesbitt. 


In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  18,  1776. 

Present:  Thomas  IVharton,  Chairman,  Robert  White, 
Daniel  Roberdeau,  Joseph  Parker,  David  Rittenhouse, 
Samuel  Howell,  Samuel  Miles,  James  Mease,  George 
Clymer. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  one 
hundred  and  seventy  Pounds  eighteen  Shillings  and  one 
Penny,  being  the  amount  of  his  Account  for  Medicines  or- 
dered by  this  Committee  some  time  past,  which  were  re- 
ceived by  Dr.  Rush. 

The  following  Resolve  of  Congress  was  this  day  delivered 
to  this  Committee,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Mi- 
nutes : 

"  In  Congress,  April  17,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania  he  requested  to  permit  John  Young, 
Jun.,  and  Johnston  Smith  to  carry  to  Virginia  all  such 
Arms  as  they  have  purchased,  or  shall  purchase,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army  in  the  said 
Colony  of  Virginia,  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  at  such 
price  as  the  said  Committee  shall  regulate,  not  to  exceed 
one  thousand  stand  in  the  whole. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

In  consequence  of  the  above  Resolve  of  Congress,  John 
Young  has  liberty  to  purchase  as  many  Fire-locks  as  will 
complete  the  said  one  thousand  stand,  provided  he  complete 
the  number  before  the  1st  day  of  May. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  David  Rittenhouse  be  added  to  the 
Fort-Island  Committee. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  19,  1776. 

Present :  James  Riddle,  Chuirman,  George  Clymer,  Owen 
Riddle,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Thomas  JVharton,  Jan.,  Joseph 
Parker,  Samuel  Hoivell,  John  Nixon. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  Captain  Thomas  Forster,  for  the  use  of 
his  Marine  Company  on  board  the  Floating  Battery,  thirty 
Fire-locks,  with  twenty-three  rounds  of  Cartridges. 

The  Sub-Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  further 
defences  are  necessary  for  the  River,  agree  in  opinion  that 
a  Floating  Battery,  of  a  similar,  or  nearly  similar  construc- 
tion with  the  one  now  in  service,  be  immediately  built,  not 
doubting  but  the  Committee,  from  their  different  contracts, 
will  be  speedily  supplied  with  a  sufficient  number  of  suitable 
Cannon  to  mount  thereon. 

The  Board,  taking  the  above  Report  of  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee into  consideration,  do  resolve  that  a  Floating  Batte- 
ry be  immediately  built,  under  the  direction  of  Samuel 
Howell,  Robert  White,  and  George  Clymer,  a  Committee 
hereby  appointed  for  the  purjxiie. 


A  Letter  was  diis  day  written,  by  order  of  the  Board,  to 
Dr.  Charles  liurrell,  of  Germantown,  acquainting  iiim  that 
Lieutenant  Bogar  and  Mr.  John  Draper,  two  prisoners  on 
their  parole,  were  going  to  reside  at  Germantown,  and  that 
their  allowance  was  fifteen  Shillings  each,  per  week,  which 
would  be  paid  by  tliis  Board. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  20,  1776. 
Present:   John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Alexander  Wilcocks, 
George   Clymer,   George  Gray,    Samiiel    Howell.  Joseyh 
Parker,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James  Riddle,  John  Cadwal- 
lader. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  22,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  George  Clymer,  Robert 
JVhite,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  John  Cadwallader,  David 
Rittenhouse,  Joseph  Parker,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  James 
Mease. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Totvers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Captain  Nathaniel  Falconer  half  a  bar- 
rel of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  the  signal  guns  at  Lewes- 
town. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Captain  Brown  twenty-six  Fire-locks, 
Cartridge-boxes,  and  Bayonet-belts,  for  the  use  of  his  Com- 
pany of  Marines. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  for  forty-five  Shillings,  payable  to  Adener 
Baldwin  and  Benjamin  Low,  two  men  who  deserted  from 
Lord  Dunmore,  being  so  much  given  them  to  assist  them  to 
go  to  New-Brunswick,  to  their  families. 

Resolved,  That  JKlliam  and  Thomas  Rradford  print  two 
thousand  English,  and  that  Henry  Miller  print  three  hun- 
dred German,  Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  Military  Association  in  Pennsylvania,  the  Arti- 
cles of  Association,  and  the  Resolutions  directing  the  mode 
of  levying  Taxes  on  Non-Associators  in  Pennsylmnia,  agree- 
ably to  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly  at  their  last  session. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Toivers,  Commissary,  reserve 
twenty-one  Fire-locks  for  Captain  Brown,  exclusive  of  the 
order  for  twenty-six  delivered  this  day;  and  that  he  deliver, 
in  equal  proportions,  to  Colonel  Dickinson,  Colonel  Rober- 
deau, Colonel  Cadwallader,  and  Colonel  McKean,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Fire-locks  which  he  has  in  his  possession 
belonging  to  this  Province,  taking  receipts  for  tlie  same. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  23, 1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  John  Cadwallader, 
Owen  Riddle,  George  Clymer,  Joseph  Parker,  Daniel  Ro- 
berdeau, Samuel  Howell. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Totvers  was  directed  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Bidwell  one  ton  of  Crude  Sulphur  for  re- 
fining. 

By  order  of  the  Boaitl  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts  for  three  hundred  Pounds,  in  favour  of 
Captain  Richards  or  Captain  Falconer,  for  the  use  of  the 
Alarm  Committee,  the  expenditure  of  which  they  are  to  be 
accountable  for. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Owen  Riddle,  (for  ac- 
count of  the  Powder-Mill  building  by  order  of  Congress,) 
for  five  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  the  expenditure  of  which 
Captain  Cowperthwaite  and  Mr.  Clement  Biddle  is  to  be 
accountable  for. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Miles,  for  a  sum  of  Money 
for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions  under  his  com- 
mand, by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Mi- 
chael Hillegas,  Es(].,  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Samuel 
Miles,  for  one  thousand  Pounds. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  A[>ril  24,   1776. 

Present:  JoAn  A7xon,  Chairman,  Samuel  Howell,  George 
Clymer,  James  Biddle,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Sa?nucl  Mites, 
David  Rittenhouse. 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Dujjield  and  Dr.  Rush  iiave  the  su- 
perintendence and  direction  of  the  Hospital  and  Pest-House, 
and  have  full  power  to  fit  the  same  for  the  reception  of  the 
Sick,  to  provide  Nurses  and  all  necessaries  and  utensils  that 
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shall  be  wantins;,  and  contract  with  Mr.  McChish  for  fur- 
nishinjr  the  Sick  with  Firo-wood  and  Provisions,  and  attend- 
ing them  upon  the  tenns  he  formerly  undertook  the  same. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  for  some  light 
•Sail-Cloth  for  making  Tents,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  in  the 
service  of  this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Board  liobcrt  low- 
ers was  directed  to  deliver  what  Sail-Cloth  he  has,  bclon'iino; 
to  the  Province,  (of  No.  8,)  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  25,  1 776. 
Present :  James  liiddlc,  Owen  BidcUe,  Daniel  Rober- 
dcGU,  Samuel  Howell,  Joseph  Parker. 

In  Committee  of  Safely,  April  26,  1776. 
Pres(>nt :  Geors^e  Chjmer,  Owen  Biddlc,  James  Biddle, 
Satmul  Jlowclt,  George  Ross,  John  Cadwallader,  Samuel 
Morris,  Jun. 

By  order  of  the  Boaril  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Robert 
Towers,  to  deliver  Captain  Ilazkwood  six  hundred  weight 
of  Brimstone,  and  one  other  Order  to  deliver  Peter  De 
Haven,  for  the  use  of  Lewis  Prahl,  one  hundred  pounds  of 
Brass,  for  mourning  the  Fire-locks  making  by  him  for  the 
use  of  this  Province. 

Upon  application  of  Robert  Towers,  for  the  payment  of 
two  Accounts  for  Fire-locks,  Saltpetre,  &,c.,  purchased  and 
paid  for  by  him,  by  order  of  the  Board  two  Orders  were 
drawn  on  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  his  favour,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  and  sixty  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  four 
and  a  half  Pence. 

A  Memorial  was  this  day  signed  and  sent  to  Congress, 
soliciting  that  honourable  body  for  a  few  pieces  of  the 
heaviest  Cannon  taken  by  Commodore  Hopkins  at  Provi- 
dence. 

Letters  were  this  day  wiitten  to  the  Committees  of  Cum- 
berland, York,  and  Northampton  Counties,  requesting  they 
would  each  send  to  the  Commissary  in  this  City  fifty-six 
Fire-locks,  Bayonets,  and  Accoutrements,  out  of  the  num- 
ber made  in  said  Counties,  for  the  use  of  this  Province ;  the 
said  Arms  are  requested  for  the  arming  the  Battalion  of  Mus- 
ketry raising  for  the  immediate  defence  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  a  Powder  Magazine  be  built  on  the 
ground  belonging  to  the  Powder-Mill  of  Congress  at  French- 
Creek,  and  that  Clement  Biddle  and  Joseph  Cowperthwait 
procure  materials,  and  employ  proper  persons  to  carry  this 
resolve  into  execution. 

Upon  application  of  Ludivig  Fohur,  for  tlie  payment  of 
his  Account  for  Fire-locks  purchased  of  him  by  Captain 
Jones,  and  for  the  repairs  of  sundry  others  for  his  and  Cap- 
tain Dorsey's  Companies,  in  Colonel  De  Haas's  Battalion, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  by  order  of  the  Board 
an  Order  was  drawn  on  Messrs.  Mease  and  Caldwell,  in 
favour  of  said  Fohur,  for  ninety-three  Pounds  eleven  Shil- 
lings and  one  Penny,  being  the  amount  of  said  Accounts. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  favour  of 
Colonel  Hart,  for  twenty-five  Pounds  two  Shillings  and  six 
Pence,  being  the  amount  of  ten  Fire-locks  purchased  by 
Henry  Wynkoop,  in  Bucks  County,  which  sum  is  to  be 
charged  to  the  amount  of  Arms  purchased  for  account  of 
Congress. 

Upon  application  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Caleb  Parry, 
for  a  sum  of  Money  for  the  use  of  the  Musket  Battalion  in 
the  service  of  this  Province,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order 
was  dniwn  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  said 
Parry,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  37,  1776. 

Present :  Samuel  Howell,  George  Gray,  John  Cadwal- 
lader, Daniel  Robcrdeau,  Joseph  Parker,  James  Biddle, 
James  Mease,  Samuel  Miles. 

Resolved,  That  it  "is  necessaiy  Lieutenant  Rosier  and  Mr. 
John  Draper  attend  in  this  City  on  Monday  next,  in  order 
to  be  examined  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  that  they 
return  to  their  station  at  Gerrnantown  as  soon  as  they  are 
dismissed  by  the  said  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  David  Jones  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  Chaplain  to  Colonel  Shea  and  Colonel 


Wayne's  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Troops,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John 
Nivon,  Esq.  and  others,  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  in  fa- 
vour of  Colonel  Hart,  for  the  use  of  Henry  Wynkoop,  for 
seven  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings*  being  the  amount  of  three 
Fire-locks  purchased  by  him,  which  is  to  be  charged  to  the 
Arms  bought  on  account  of  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  or  his  order, 
what  Intrenching  Tools  he  may  have  occasion  for,  taking 
receij)ts  for  the  same ;  and  to  Captain  Samuel  Morris  one 
quarter-cask  of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  the  Light-Horse. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  29,  1776. 

Present:  Alexander  Wikocks,  Chairman,  George  Cly- 
mer,  Samuel  Hoivell,  Owen  Biddlc,  John  Cadwallader,  Jo- 
seph Parker,  Thomas  Wharton,  John  Nixon. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  N.  Falconer,  for  two  Swivels 
on  board  one  of  the  Guard-Boats,  by  order  of  the  Board 
Captain  Ilazkwood  was  directed  to  deliver  them  for  the  use 
of  the  Congress.  , 

In  consequence  of  the  intelligence  received  tliat  the  Roe- 
buck Man-of-War  is  aground  upon  Brandyvnnc,  Captain 
Reed  was  ordered  with  the  Provincial  Ship  Montgomery  to 
proceed  down  the  river  and  bay,  and  join  the  Commodore, 
who  is  already  on  his  way  with  the  Armed  Boats,  in  order 
to  take  or  destroy  her.  Captain  Reed  was  also  ordered  to 
make  up  his  complement  of  Seamen  out  of  the  Floating 
Battery,  and  to  take  a  detachment  of  Captain  Proctor's 
Artillery. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  April  30,  1776. 
Present:  John  Nixon,   Chairman,    John   Cadwallader, 
Daniel  Roberdeuu,   Owen  Biddlc,  George  Gray,  James 
Mease,  George  Chjmer,  Samuel  Howell,  Joseph  Parker, 
Tliomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Morris,  Jim. 

A  Letter  was  this  day  written  to  the  Commodore,  ac- 
quainting him  that  this  Board  had  directed  Mr.  James  Mease 
and  Mr.  Samuel  Morris  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the 
Armed  Boats  returning;  and  if  those  gentlemen  should 
think  proper  to  order  them  down  again,  the  Commodore  is 
to  proceed  back  until  he  is  fully  satisfied  that  the  Roebuck 
has  got  off. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  1,  1776. 

Present:  Johi  Cadwallader,  Chairman,  James  Mease, 
Samuel  Miles,  Owen  Biddle,  George  Clymer,  Joseph  Par- 
ker, Samuel  Howell,  Alexander  Wikocks,  Samuel  Morris, 
Junior. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Reed  be  appointed  Clerk  to 
the  Commissary  of  Stores  and  Barrackmaster  at  Fort- 
Island,  and  that  he  be  allowed  five  Pounds  per  month  for 
his  services,  to  commence  at  the  time  of  his  being  first  cm- 
ployed  at  the  Fort. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  for  Medicines 
for  the  use  of  three  IJattalions  of  Pennsylvania  Land 
Forces,  by  order  of  the  Board  Dr.  Rush  and  Dr.  Dufjicld 
were  required  to  furnish  the  Surgeons  of  the  said  Battalions 
with  the  necessary  Drugs  and  Medicines. 

The  Sisterhood  of  Bethlehem  having  presented  this  Board 
with  a  quantity  of  Linen  rags  for  the  benefit  of  such  .as  may 
be  wounded  in  the  service  of  their  country, 

Resolved,  Tiiat  this  instance  of  their  humanity  be  thank- 
fully acknowledged. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  IIoivcU  and  Mr.  Mease  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  if  two  of  the  Anned  Boats  can  be  fitted 
out  in  order  to  go  down  to  the  Bay  of  Delaware,  to  be 
there  stationed  for  the  protection  of  the  Commerce  of  this 
Pixjvince  ;  and  if  they  find  that  it  is  practicable  to  fit  or  alter 
two  for  that  purpose,  that  they  employ  proper  persons  to 
carry  the  same  into  execution. 

By  Order  of  the  Board  the  following  Notice  was  ordered 
to  be  published  in  the  Papers: 

"All  persons  who  are  now  Prisoners  On  parole  in  the  dif- 
ferent paits  of  this  Province  are  strictly  enjoined  not  to 
leave  the  District  that  has  been  appointed  for  tlieir  resi- 
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donee  without  the  written  permission  of  this  Board  ;  and  all 
Prisonei-s  who  come  into  this  City  by  tiie  license  of  the 
Congress  arc  directed,  upon  their  arrival,  immediately  to 


communicate  such  license  to  this  Committee ;  and  if  any 
Prisoners  shall  be  found  trespassing  against  this  order,  their 
persons  will  be  immediately  seized  and  imprisoned." 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  MESSKS.  CHARLES 
BEATTY  AND  BAKER  JOHNSON. 

[No.  100.]  Annapolis,  April  1,  177G. 

Gentlejien  :  Sixty  pounds  currency  were  sent  by  Mr. 
Ford,  the  2.3d  January,  by  order  of  our  Board,  to  Mr.  TTio- 
mas  Johnson,  at  Frcdericktoimi,  and,  in  his  absence,  to  you, 
to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  gvin-locks  for  the  use  of 
the  Province ;  but  as  we  have  not  heard  anything  from  him 
or  you  upon  the  subject,  and  are  in  very  great  want  of  that 
article,  we  desire  you  will  inform  us  how  many  were 
bought,  and  where  they  are ;  or  if  there  have  not  been  any 
purchased,  whether  there  is  a  probability  of  applying  the 
money  to  that  use  in  your  County. 
We  are,  &c. 

To  Messrs.  Charles  Beatty  and  Baker  Johnson. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    TALBOT    COUNTY    COM- 
MITTEE. 
[No.  101.]  .\nnapoIis,  April  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  In  consequence  of  an  infoniiation  we  re- 
ceived that  there  were  one  or  two  ban-els  of  bullets,  and  a 
quantity  of  gun-flints  belonging  to  this  Province,  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Leeds,  we  wrote  to  you  the  14th  February, 
requesting  that  you  would  make  inquiry  into  that  matter, 
and  if  you  found  it  true,  that  you  would  take  them  under 
your  care,  and  send  them  to  the  Council  of  Safety  by  the 
first  safe  conveyance  ;  but  as  we  have  not  received  any  an- 
swer to  our  letter,  we  presume  it  must  have  miscarried,  and 
therefore  we  send  you  this,  and  beg  that  you  will  immedi- 
ately examine  into  the  truth  of  the  above  infonnation. 

We  are,  &;c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Talbot  County. 


HENRY    FISHER    TO    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY    OF    PENN- 
SYLVANIA. 

Lewes,  April  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  On  Monday  evening  last  a  man-of-war 
and  her  tender  came  within  the  pitch  of  our  cape,  and  an- 
chored, as  you  have  been  informed  by  last  express.  The 
pilot-boat  stationed  near  Lewes-Creek's  mouth,  did  not  dis- 
cover the  signal  at  the  Light-House,  nor  see  the  ship  that 
evening,  as  it  was  near  dark  before  she  came  to  the  pitch  of 
the  cape ;  and  when  the  alarm-guns  were  fired  the  people 
on  board  the  boats,  although  they  heard  them  very  plainly, 
imagined,  as  they  said,  that  we  were  cleaning  the  guns  with 
a  proof  charge. 

Tuesday  morning  the  man-of-war's  boat  took  my  pilot- 
boat,  the  wind  being  light  and  northerly,  and  ebb  tide. 
But  before  they  boarded  her  the  hands  in  the  pilot-boat  left 
her,  and  rowed  on  shore  at  the  Broad-Kill  in  their  skift'. 
The  same  day  die  man-of-war,  with  her  tenders  and  boats, 
took  a  small  sloop,  then  lying  in  the  road,  belonging  to 
Fgg-Harbour,  in  ballast,  the  people  of  whom  left  her  first 
in  their  boat.  They  also  took  two  other  small  sloops  from 
Philadelphia — one  to  Sinepmcnt,  the  other  to  North-Ca- 
rolina ;  and  on  Wednesday  sent  them  on  shore  in  their  awn 
small  boats.  Stripped  and  scuttled  the  aforesaid  three 
sloops,  and  set  them  adrift.  By  these  people  we  learned 
that  it  was  Cajitain  Hammond,  of  the  King's  ship  the  Roe- 
luck,  of  forty-five  guns. 

They  made  another  tender  of  the  pilot-boat ;  sent  her  out, 
took  a  New- England  sloop  bound  to  Philadelphia  for  com; 
and  that  night,  lying  too  near  the  cape,  the  hand  at  the 
helm  falling  asleep  let  the  pilot-boat  run  on  the  beach, 
when  the  Third  Lieutenant,  their  pilot,  and  two  sailors,  left 
her,  went  on  the  cape,  and  were  taken  on  Thursday  by  our 
men.  We  stripped  the  pilot-boat  of  everything  of  value, 
and  found  ten  muskets  and  five  pistols,  which  had  been 
thrown  over  the  side  where  the  boat  lies.  On  Friday  and 
Saturday  they  took  nothing.  On  Friday  the  sloop  Hor- 
net appeared  near  Indian-River,  and  sent  on  shore  and  got 
a  pilot,  but  we  have  not  seen  her  since;  and  die  same 
evening  the  brig  Captain  Barry  came  down  under  Cape- 


May,  and  on  Sunday  morning  went  out.  The  ship  and 
tender  put  out  to  sea  also  after  the  brig,  but  returned  on 
Sunday  evening  into  the  roud.  Wa  have  been  day  and 
night  on  guard,  bodi  on  the  cape  and  at  Lewes  and  Filot- 
town. 

The  several  companies  of  Militia  from  all  parts  of  the 
countrj'  who  live  within  twenty,  or  five-and-twenty  miles  of 
Lewes,  came  in  as  soon  as  they  could  be  expected,  seemed 
all  unanimous  and  hearty  in  the  cause,  determined  to  de- 
fend their  country.  There  have  been  near  one  thousand 
men  in  at  times  the  last  week,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to 
discharge  many  of  them,  not  having  occasion  for  half  the 
number.  We  prevailed  on  those  who  lived  at  a  distance  to 
leave  some  of  the  best  of  their  arms,  (for  numbers  of  them 
want  fire-locks,)  which  are  not  to  be  jiurchased. 

On  Saturday  last  Captain  Pope's  Company,  of  the  De- 
laware Battalion  of  regular  soldiers,  came  down  from  Kent, 
all  well  equipped.  How  long  the  ship  intends  to  stay  we 
cannot  learn.  If  anything  material  should  happen  I  shall 
endeavour  to  let  you  know  it. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Henry  Fisheh. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Philadelphia, 

P.  S.  From  what  I  can  learn  from  the  prisoners  that  we 
have  got,  you  may  daily  expect  several  large  ships  ;  there- 
fore, t  hope  that  you  may  be  ujwn  your  guard,  as,  from 
what  I  can  learn,  they  are  to  come  up  your  river.  The 
Ijieutenant  and  other  prisoners  will  be  sent  up  to  you  to- 
morrow by  land,  or  else  it  shall  cost  me  a  fall. 

Henry  Fisher. 

Lewestown,  April  2,  1776 — four  o'clock. 

To  the  Gentlemen  that  keep  the  Stage-horses  : 

You  are  required  to  let  the  bearer  (Mr.  Samuel  Ed- 
wards) have  them ;  as  he  is  one  of  the  stationed  pilots, 
therefore  can  relate  matters  more  particular  than  I  can 
write.  Henry  Fisher. 

Cedar-Creek,  ^pril  2,  1776 — ^six  o'clock. 

Thomas  Evans. 

Dover,  Tuesday,  ten  minutes  after  nine  o'clock,  arrived  ; 
despatched  at  ten  o'clock,  April  2.  Battill. 

Cantville  Bridge,  Tuesday,  fifty-two  minutes  after  one ; 
despatched  ten  minutes  after  two. 

Matthew  Delany. 

Wilmington,  Tuesday,  thirty-eight  minutes  after  seven 
o'clock,  arrived  express,  and  despatched  fifty-five  minutes 
after  seven  o'clock,  April  2,  1776.         Thomas  Kean. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philailelphia,  April  3,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  letter  received  from  Henry  Fisher, 
o[  Lewes,  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Pro- 
vince, to  be  laid  before  the  Congress  ;  and  the  said  Delegates 
be  requested  to  represent  it  as  the  sense  of  the  Committee, 
that  if  two  or  more  fast-sailing  Vessels,  of  small  draft  of 
water,  were  properiy  equipped,  they  might  protect  the 
trade  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonie^i  in  the  Bay  of 
Delaware,  now  infested  with  Tenders  and  small  Armed 
Vessels  of  the  enemy,  and  secure  die  supplies  of  Military 
Stores  expected  from  abroad,  and  to  apply  to  the  Congress 
to  take  speedy  measures  for  that  purpose  ;  and  also  to  sug- 
gest the  propriety  of  ordering  back  to  this  port  the  several 
outward-bound  Vessels  now  lying  on  the  Rivers,  and  cm- 
ploying  the  Seamen  in  this  service  until  the  trade  of  the 
Bay  is  more  secure. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

William  Govett,  Secretary. 


valentine    STANDLEY    to    continental    CONGRESS. 

April  1,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen:    Extremely  sorry  am  I  to 
think,  that  so  near  a  relation  as  Mr.  Richard  Standky  is  to 
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me,  should  have  so  far  sunk  himself  beneath  the  disinity  of 
a  man,  its  to  chose  rather  to  throw  up  his  commission  than 
fiirht  in  this  so  gloiious  a  cause.  1  now  humbly  beg  leave 
(for  the  honour  of  the  family,  as  well  as  lliat  of  myself)  to 
retrieve  his  s})ottP(l  and  blemished  character,  by  offering 
myself  as  a  candidate  for  that  or  any  oilier  office  you  may 
think  me  capable  of  Should  1  meet  with  your  approba- 
tion, my  highest  ambition  will  be  to  honour  my  station. 

Valentine  Standley. 
To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress. 


JOHN    ADAMS   TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  April  1,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  The  bearer  of  this  letter  {Francis  Dana, 
Esq.,  of  Cambridge)  is  a  gentleman  of  family,  fortune,  and 
education,  returned  in  the  last  packet  from  London,  where 
he  has  been  about  a  year.  He  has  ever  maintained  an  ex- 
cellent character  in  his  country,  and  a  warm  friendshij)  for 
the  American  cause.  He  returns  to  share  with  his  friends 
in  their  dangers  and  their  triumphs.  I  have  done  myself 
the  honour  to  give  him  this  letter  for  the  sake  of  introducing 
him  to  your  acquaintance,  as  he  has  frequently  expressed  to 
me  a  desire  to  enibrace  tlie  first  opportunity  of  paying  bis 
respects  to  a  character  so  highly  esteemed,  and  so  justly 
admired  throughout  all  Europe  as  well  as  America.  Mr. 
Dana  will  satisfy  you  that  we  have  no  reason  to  expect 
peace  from  Britain. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  as  well  as  all  the  friends  of  man- 
kind, on  the  reduction  of  Boston — an  event  which  appeared 
to  me  of  so  great  and  decisive  importance,  that  the  next 
morning  after  the  airival  of  the  news,  I  did  myself  the 
honour  to  move  for  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  your  Excel- 
lency, and  that  a  medal  of  gold  should  be  stnick  in  com- 
memoration of  it.  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  appoint 
me,  with  two  other  gentlemen,  to  prepare  a  device.  I 
should  be  very  happy  to  have  your  Excellency's  sentiments 
concerning  a  proper  one. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  servant, 

John  Adams. 
To  General  Washington. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  CHARLES  LEE. 

Philadelphia,  April  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  having  appointed  Mr.  Dohiclcy  Arun- 
del Captain  of  an  Artillery  Company  in  the  Continental 
service,  and  directed  him  to  repair  to  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment, and  there  to  put  himself  under  your  command,  1 
have  it  in  charge  from  that  body  to  inform  you  that  you 
are  directed  to  set  on  foot  the  raising  a  Company  of  Artil- 
lery. This  you  will  endeavour  to  accomplish  as  early  as 
possible,  being  sensible  the  service  calls  for  such  a  compa- 
ny, that  we  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  defend  oureelves 
and  annoy  our  enemies. 

The  Convention,  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia, 
to  whom  I  write  by  this  conveyance,  are  requested  to  ap- 
point the  other  officers  of  the  said  company. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  be,  sir,  you  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  j^^^^  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Major-General  Lee. 

I  have  paid  Captain  Arundel  sixty  dollars,  which  you 
will  please  to  have  stopped  out  of  his  pay. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    VIRGINIA    CONVENTION. 

Philadelphia,  April  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Mr.  Dohicky  Arundel,  being  appointed  a 
Captain  of  an  Artillery  Company  in  the  Continental  service, 
and  directed  to  repair  to  the  Southern  Department,  to  put 
himself  under  the  command  of  General  Lee,  who  is  directed 
to  set  on  f(X)t  the  raising  such  a  company,  1  have  it  in 
charge  from  Congress  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  recommended 
to  you  to  appoint  the  other  officers  in  the  said  Artillery 
Company. 

I  liave  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Virginia. 


SAMUEL  TUCKER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Trenton,  April  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  Since  writing  last,  I  find  we  shall  have  considerable 
difficulty  in  gelling  entertainment  at  Mount-Holly  for  the 
officers  and  soldioi-s  now  prisonei-s  in  this  town.  Two  of 
the  officers,  viz :  Mr.  Clcaveland  and  Mr.  Shuttlesworth, 
have  been  tliere,  and  complain  of  the  quartere,  and  are  very 
desirous  that  they  may  be  renioved  to  Burlington,  where. 
all  may  be  well  provided  for ;  which,  as  our  Committee  of 
Safety  meets  on  Monday  next  at  Ncw-Brunsivick,  1  shall 
lay  before  them,  and  hope  Congress  will  have  no  objection 
to  their  bt/ing  quartered  in  Burlington,  as  I  find  tlie  JS'etv- 
Yorl-crs  have  taken  every  place  in  Boundbrook,  which  I 
passed  through  last  Saturday,  and  many  have  moved  from 
Philadelphia  to  Mount-Holly,  as  1  am  informed. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  nturn  of  the  Fii-st  and  Second  Bat- 
talions, which  Mr.  Loivrcy  informed  me  you  wanted.  As 
the  several  officei-s  received  their  commissions,  the  date  of 
passing  muster,  Stc..  in  the  First  Battalion  was  transacted,  in 
part,  by  Mr.  Fisher,  the  Vice-President  of  our  Convention, 
who  has  not  yet  informed  me  so  minutely  as  I  could  have 
wished. 

Our  Committee  of  Safety  have  directed  me  to  send  you 
the  enclosed  list  of  wearing  apparel,  said  to  be  lost  or  stolen 
on  the  road  from  Chambly,  laid  before  the  Committee  by 
order  of  Major  Stopford,  as  improper  for  them  to  determine 
upon. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  infonn  you  that  I  saw  part  of  our 
Militia  pass  Brunswick  Ferry  on  Saturday  morning  last,  on 
their  way  to  New-  Yoi-k. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  Samuel  Tucker. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


The  First  Battalion  New-Jersey  Troops,  Lord  Stirling 
Colonel;  now  William  Winds,  Esq. 

First  Captain,  Joseph  Morris,  Esquire  ;  First  Lieutenant, 
Daniel  Baldwin ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Brovm ;  En- 
sign, Matthias  Halsted.  Received  8th  November,  177.5,  per 
Elias  Dayton,  Esquire.  Commissions  dated  4th  December, 
1775,  per  5".  T. 

Second  Captain,  Silas  Howell,  Esquire ;  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Mercer ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Richard  Johnson ;  En- 
sign, Cyrtis  Dehard.  Received  14tli  November,  1775,  per 
Elias  Dayton,  Esquire.  Commissions  dated  4th  December, 
1775,  per  S.  T. 

Third  Captain,  JoArt  Co/iicoy,  Esquire;  Fii-st  Lieutenant, 
Lewis  Johnson  Costigin;  Second  Lieutenant,  Peter  Voor- 
hies ;  F.nsign,  Francis  Costigin.  Received  2 1st  Aoncmicr, 
1775.  Commissions  filled  up  the  4th  December,  per  5.  T. 

Fourth  Captain,  John  Polhcmus,  Esq. ;  First  Lieutenant, 
JohnVananglin  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Axford ;  En- 
sign, William  Sickels.  Received  2'-id  November,  1775. 
Commissions  filled  up  25th  November,  1775,  per  S.  T. 

FifthCaptain,JosepA3iccA;cr, Esquire;  First  Lieutenant, 
Yellas  Mead ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Archibald  Dallas ;  En- 
sign, George  Ross,  the  third.  Received  9th  December,  1775, 
per  Elias  Dayton,  Esquire.  Commissioned  10th  December, 
1775,  per  ST. 

Sixth  Captain,  Andrew  McMyer,  Esquire  ;  First  Lieute- 
nant, Isaac  Morrison ;  Second  Lieut.  Alexander  Clough ; 
Ensign,  Jacob  Piatt.  Received  15tii  December,  1775,  per 
Elias  Dayton,  Esq.  CommissioiK'd  16th  December,  1775, 
per  »S^.  T. 

Seventh  Captain,  Daniel  Piatt,  Esquire  ;  First  Lieutenant, 
Hendrick  Fisher,  Jiin. ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Flaha- 
vin;  Ensign,  John  Robertson.  Commissioned  by /iewf/ncfc 
Fisher,  Vice-President  of  the  Provincial  Convention. 

Eigiith  Captain,  Elias  Longstrcet,  Esquire ;  Fii-st  Lieute- 
nant, Hortenes  Schanck ;  Second  L^iculenant,  John  Holmes ; 
Ensign,  Abraham  Jjone.  Gave  (-ominissions  by  order  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Winds,  9th  February,  1776. 


Second  Battalion  of  New-Jersey  Troops,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Maxwell  ;  Lieut.  Colonel,  Israel  Shreve  ; 
Major,  David  Ray. 

First  Captain,  William  Faukncr,  Esq. ;  First  Lieutenant, 


Ja/nes  Dillon ;    Second  Lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Bowman ; 


t,sq. ; 

,  Nat 
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Ensign,  John  Sparlcs.  Received  Ilth  November,  1775, 
■per  Joseph  Ellis,  Esq.  Commissions  filled  up  liJUi  Novem- 
ber, 1775,  per  S.  T. 

Second  Captain,  Joseph  Bracrly,  Esq. ;  First  Lieutenant, 
Thomas  Yard ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jonathan  Phillips ; 
Ensign,  Thomas  Rycrson.  Received  20th  November,  1775, 
per  John  Mehelm,  Esq.  Commissions  filled  up  21st  No- 
vember, 1775,  per  S.  T. 

Third  Captain,  James  Lawrey,  Esq. ;  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Hollingshead  ;  Second  Lieutenant,  James  Ashmore  ; 
Ensign,  Samuel  Hendry.  Received  •27th  November,  1775, 
per  John  Mehelm,  Esq.  Commissions  filled  up  28th  No- 
vember,  1775,  per  S.  T. 

Foui-th  Captain,  William  Shuie,  Esq. ;  First  Lieutenant, 
Henry  Freese ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jeremiah  Smith;  Ensign; 
ifilliam  Panet.  Received  29th  November,  1775,  per  Joseph 
Ellis,  Esq.  Commissions  filled  up  29th  November,  1775, 
per.S'.  T. 

Fifth  Captain,  Richard  Howell,  Esq. ;  First  Lieutenant, 
John  Noble  Cumming ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Seth  Bowinan ; 
Ensign,  Samuel  Naglee.  Received  29th  November,  1775, 
per  Joseph  Ellis,  Esq.  Commissions  dated  30th  Novem- 
ber, 1775,  per  iS.  T. 

Sixth  Captain,  JohnBudd  Scott,  Esq. ;  First  Lieutenant, 
James  Maxivell ;  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Higgins ;  Y,n- 
s\gn,  Francis  Dulloss.  Received  9th  December,  1775,  per 
John  Mehelm,  Esq.  Commissions  dated  11th  December, 
1775,  per  S.  T. 

Seventh  Captain,  Joseph  Stout,  Esq, ;  Firet  Lieutenant, 
Samuel  Reading ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Ephraim  Anderson ; 
Ensign,  Aaron  Lane,  Jun.  Received  the  18th  December, 
1775,  per  John  Mehelm,  Esq.  Commissions  dated  18th 
December,  1775,  per  S.  T. 

Eighth  Captain,  Archibald  Shaw,  Esq. ;  First  Lieute- 
nant, Henry  Luce ;  Second  Ijieutenant,  f'Villium  Helm ; 
Ensign,  George  Reynolds.  Received  25di  December,  1775, 
per  John  Mehelm,  Esq.  Commissions  dated  25lh  Decem- 
ber, 1775,  per  5.  T. 
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NEW-BRUNSWICK    (nEW-JERSEy)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  South  Ward  of  New- 
Brunswick,  County  of  Middlesex,  New-Jersey,  the  1st 
dny  oi  April,  1776: 

Whereas  William  Steele,  an  inhabitant  of  this  Ward, 
having  heretofore  been  cited  to  appear  before  this  Com- 
mittee in  consequence  of  a  charge  exhibited  against  him, 
that  he  had  not  subscribed  the  Provincial  Association, 
and  had,  in  the  most  publick  manner,  set  himself  against 
the  measures  taken  for  the  defence  and  security  of  the  just 
rights  and  privileges  of  America,  did  refuse  to  appear,  and 
did,  moreover,  by  letter,  insult  this  Committee  in  the  most 
haughty  and  insolent  terms,  for  which  they  were  under  the 
necessity  of  ordering  him  arrested  and  confined  ;  and  whereas 
the  said  William  Steele,  having,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
by  word  and  writing,  engaged  and  obligated  himself  to  use 
all  means,  by  a  quiet,  peaceable,  and  orderiy  behaviour,  to 
convince  his  country  and  this  Committee  of  his  better  inten- 
tions towards  the  cause  of  publick  freedom,  hath,  notwith- 
standing, disregarded  his  engagements,  violated  his  obliga- 
tions, and  persisted,  by  misrepresentations,  artifice,  and 
treachery,  to  discourage  and  dispirit  his  neighbours  from 
taking  an  active  and  cordial  part  in  behalf  of  their  suf- 
fering, oppressed,  and  bleeding  country,  and  to  speak  in  op- 
probrious ternis  of  this  Committee,  and  to  show  himself,  in  his 
general  conduct,  dlsafFi'cted  and  opposed  to  the  liberties 
of  his  country; — this  Connnittee,  therefore,  in  conscientious 
discharge  of  their  duty,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by 
their  constituents,  do  publish  and  hold  up  to  the  world  as 
an  unworthy  member  of  the  community,  and  an  inveterate, 
obstinate,  incorrigible  enemy  to  his  country,  the  said  Wil- 
liam Steele  ;  and  do  hereby  express  their  belief  and  expec- 
tation, that  all  pei-sons  in  whose  hearts  the  sentiments  of 
justice,  honour,  virtue,  and  patriotism,  have  any  place  and 
influence,  will  discountenance,  avoid,  contemn,  and  have 
no  connection  or  intercouree  whatever  with  the  said  Wil- 
liam Steele ;  to  the  end  that  he  may  feel  the  sad  effects 
of  rising  up  against  the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  that 
others  who  may,  perhaps,  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  more 
prejudice  to  their  country,  may  see  and  fear,  and  avoid  the 


rock  on  which  he  has  split ;  for,  weak  and  unimportant  as 
he  is,  this  Committ<!e  are  not  at  all  apprehensive  he  will 
ever  be  able  to  effect  the  mischief  to  which  his  heart  would 
prompt  him.  And  this  Committee  do  resolve  and  declare, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  their  countrymen,  that  if  w  hat  they 
have  done  is  found  insufficient  to  reclaim  the  said  William 
Steele,  they  will  then  proceed  to  take  such  lurther  steps  in 
discharge  of  dieir  duty  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  may 
require. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

Abraham  Terhune,  Clerk. 
J.  Wetherill,  Chairman. 


LORD    STIRLING    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New- York,  April  1,  1776. 

My  DEAR  General  :  I  am  honoured  with  your  letter  of 
the  24th.  Brigadier-General  Heath  arrived  here  on  Satur- 
day last  with  the  five  regiments  that  marched  from  camp 
with  him.  The  Riflemen  came  in  a  day  or  two  before. 
The  Connecticut  Militia,  detached  by  Govomour  Trumbull, 
are  also  chiefly  arrived.  These,  with  what  are  constantly 
coming  in  from  the  westward,  will  put  us  on  such  a  footing 
as  to  numbei-s,  that  I  think  we  have  little  to  fear  from  Gene- 
ral Howe,  should  he  attempt  anything  in  this  quarter. 
Statcn-Island  is  still  open  to  dieir  invasion,  and  I  should  be 
glad  we  were  so  possessed  of  it  that  we  could  prevent  tlieii' 
making  any  lodgment  in  it.  For  this  purpose  I  will  endea- 
vour to  get  General  HeatKs  leave  to  go  over  there  on  Wednes- 
day next,  to  set  the  Militia  of  New-Jersey  at  work  on  it.  I 
shall  only  add,  that  I  could  wish  General  Howe  would 
come  here  in  preference  to  any  other  spot  in  America,  as  I 
believe  it  would  now  be  of  least  detriment  to  the  American 
cause ;  besides,  then  I  should  have  the  honour  of  serving 
under  your  immediate  command. 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  your  devoted,  humble  servant, 

Stirling.. 
To  General  Washington. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  City  of 
New-York. 
The  humble  Petition  o/"Abner  Briggs  showeth: 
Whereas  your  Petitioner,  some  time  past,  did  apply  to 
this  Congress  for  leave  to  export  a  cargo  of  provisions  to  the 
Island  of  Nantucket,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
which  was  accordingly  granted  him  on  conditions  that  he 
bring  a  certificate  of  the  performance  of  the  said  conditions : 
your  Petitioner,  therefore,  agreeable  thereto,  now  waits 
upon  this  honourable  body  with  the  said  certificate  ;  and 
humbly  prays  for  leave  to  purchase  another  cargo  of  pro- 
visions, as  the  inhabitants  of  A'an^uc/fci  are  greatly  distressed. 
From  the  Selectmen  of  which  said  place,  he  hath  a  permit, 
specifying  the  quantity  and  articles  that  are  most  necessary, 
and  certifying  tliat  the  same  are  wanted  absolutely  for  the  use 
and  consumption  of  the  said  inhabitants  of  Nantucket..  Your 
Petitioner,  since  his  arrival,  understands  that  pork  and  beef 
are  prohibited  for  exportation,  and  prays  he  may  have  liberty 
to  purchase  an  equivalent  in  any  otlier  sort  of  provisions  or 
produce. 

April,  1776. 


To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  New- York  : 

Gentlemen  :  Whereas  your  Petitioner,  being  very  de- 
sirous of  serving  his  country  against  the  arbitrary  and  law- 
less attempts  of  a  designing  Ministry  to  banish  freedom 
from  this  once  happy  and  free  land,  and  erect  the  standard 
of  despotism  in  its  stead, — and  as  your  Petitioner  has  ever 
been  distinguished  as  a  hearty  friend  and  well-wisher  to  tho 
American  cause,  and  is  now  actually  in  the  service  as  a 
Sergeant,  in  Captain  Johnson's  Company,  of  Colonel  Mc- 
DougalVs  Regiment,  and  a  nati\e  of  this  city,  of  parents 
ever  distinguished  as  friends  to  the  privileges  of  this  city, 
and  to  the  American  cause  in  general — (when  your  Peti- 
tioner entered  the  service,  it  was  in  expectation  of  being 
promoted  ;  but  finding  that  impracticable  without  the  assist- 
ance of  this  honourable  Congress) — he  has  thought  proper, 
widi  the  advice  of  his  friends,  to  make  this  humble  ap- 
plication ;  praying  that  your  Honours  may  be  pleased  to 
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appoint  l)iiTi  to  such  vacant  commission  that  may  happen, 
as  your  Honours,  in  wisdom,  may  ihinlv  fit. 

And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  every  pray, 

^'^'  Isaac  Ryckman,  Jun. 

To  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Esq.,  President  of  tlie  Provincial 
Congress,  New-York. 


COLONEL    HASBROUCK    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Honourable  Gentlemen:  I  herewilliin  enclose  you  a 
return  made  to  me  respecting  the  choice  of  an  Ensign 
to  Captain  Jacob  Concklin's  Company,  where  they  liave,  by 
a  pluralitv  of  voices,  elected  John  Croud  Ensign  to  the 
aforesaid  company,  in  lieu  and  stead  of  one  Roger  Barton, 
who  was  fii-st  elected  and  commissioned,  but  since  has 
acted  inimical  to  the  good  cause  we  are  contending  for  with 
our  mother  country,  by  inlisting  in  the  Ministerial  service, 
and  is  now  confined  in  jail.  I  therefore  pray  that  you  will 
favour  the  aforesaid  Croivel  with  a  commission  as  Ensign, 
as  soon  as  possible ;  and  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble 
servant,  John  Hasbrodck. 


CHARLES    SMITH   TO    CAPTAIN    VANDEPUT. 

Bridewell,  Monday,  April  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  take  tliis  opportunity  of  doing  myself  the  honour 
of  acquainting  you  with  my  disagreeable  situation,  having 
been  a  close  prisoner  ever  since  I  have  been  in  JS'ew-York. 
I  must  do  the  Netv-England  people  justice,  under  whose 
care  I  have  been,  that  they  behaved  extremely  well.  Since 
their  departure,  the  Yorkers  took  possession  of  the  barracks, 
kept  me  much  closer  confined,  and  on  Saturday  afternoon 
gave  me  three  days'  allowance  that  was  due,  of  pork  and 
bread  only,  and  conducted  me  safe  to  Bridewell.  Since,  I 
understand,  my  allowance  is  to  be  five  pence  sterling  per 
day — Bridewell  allowance.  1  am  beholden  to  the  goodness 
of  the  jailer  for  my  bed  and  blanket,  or  else  I  believe  I 
might  perish. 

I  shall  not,  sir,  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  all  my  misfor- 
tunes, as  they  are  in  no  wise  pleasant,  but  talie  the  liberty 
to  subscribe  myself,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Smith. 

To  Captain  Vandepit,  of  his  Majesty's  Ship  Asia. 

P.  S.  King  Sears,  on  my  first  arrival,  called  me  rascal,  and 
pushed  me  on  to  jail  with  his  sword.  As  to  the  sailors,  1  am 
sorry  to  inform  you  they  are  gone  to  Philadelphia  to  go  on 
board  the  privateer. 

GENERAL    HEATH    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

New-York,  April  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  A  sloop  is  arrived  here  from  Albany,  with  a  num- 
ber of  w  omen  and  children  and  baggage,  taken  at  St.  John's, 
and  sent  here  by  General  Schuyler,  in  their  way  to  Neiv- 
Brunswick,  The  Captain  of  the  sloop  is  fearful  of  going 
to  New-Brunswick,  as,  in  his  way  back,  he  may  be  stopped 
and  detained  by  the  men-of-war.  It  will  be  proper,  there- 
fore, to  obtain  from  Captain  Vandeput  a  free  pass  for  the 
sloop  to  and  from  Brunswick,  which,  no  doubt,  he  will  rea- 
dily grant,  as  it  obtains  every  convenience  for  tliose  prisoners, 
who  must  otherwise  undergo  a  fatiguing  march  by  land  ;  and 
I  must  beg  the  favour  of  your  Connnittee  of  Safety  to  take 
the  management  of  this  matter. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  most  humble  servant, 

W.  Heath,  Brigadier-General. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York^ 


COLONEL    HAZEN   TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Head-Quarters,  Montreal,  April  1,  177C. 

Sir:  General  JVooster  left  this  place  for  Queheck,  the 
27th  last  month.  He  has  honoured  me,  though  unequal  to 
the  task,  with  the  command  of  this  District.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities,  do  for  the  best ;  and  I  con- 
ceive it  my  duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  to  inform  you  of 
every  material  circumstance  as  they  occur  to  me,  as  well  as 
to  give  you  a  particular  account,  from  time  to  time,  of  this 
important  District ;  and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  thouglit  amiss 


if  I  add  my  own  ideas  of  the  whole  country,  and  affairs  in 
general.  You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  friendly  dis- 
position of  the  Canadians  when  General  Montgomery  first 
penetrated  into  the  country.  The  ready  assistance  which 
they  gave  on  all  occasions,  by  men,  carriages,  or  provisions, 
was  most  remarkable,  even  when  he  was  before  Qucbeck ; 
many  Parishes  offered  their  service  in  the  reduction  of  that 
fortress,  which  was  at  that  time  thought  unnecessary.  But 
his  most  unfortunate  fate,  added  to  other  incidents,  has  caused 
such  a  change  in  their  disposition,  that  we  no  longer  look 
upon  them  as  friends,  but,  on  the  contrary,  waiting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  join  our  enemies.  That  no  observations  of  my  own 
may  remain  obscure,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  think  the 
clergy  (or  guardians  of  the  souls,  and  conductors  of  the 
bodies)  of  these  enthusiasts  have  been  neglected,  perhaps  in 
some  instances  ill  used.  Be  that  as  it  will,  they  are  unanimous, 
though  privately,  against  our  cause;  and  I  have  too  much 
reason  to  fear  many  of  them,  with  other  people  of  some 
consequence,  have  carried  on  a  correspondence  the  whole 
winter  with  General  Carleton  in  (^ucbcck,  and  are  now  plot- 
ting our  destruction.  The  peasantry  in  general  have  been  ill 
used ;  they  have  in  some  instances  been  dragooned,  with 
the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  fimiish  wood  for  the  garrison,  at  a 
lower  rate  than  the  current  jMice  ;  carriages,  and  many  other 
articles  furnished,  for  which  certificates  were  given,  not  legi- 
ble and  without  signaturi? — the  one  half  of  consequence  re- 
jected by  the  Quartermaster-General.  It  is  true,  they  have 
been  promised  payment,  from  time  to  time ;  yet  they  look 
upon  such  promises  as  vague,  their  labour  and  property  lost, 
and  the  Congress  and  the  United  Colonies  as  bankrupt ;  and 
(what  is  a  more  material  point)  they  have  not  seen  sufficient 
force  in  the  country  to  protect  them.  These  matters  furnish 
very  strong  arguments  to  be  made  use  of  by  our  enemies. 

To  take  a  view  of  our  little  Army  here,  1  have  pretty 
good  information  that  our  strength  in  camp  before  (^uebeck 
did  not,  on  the  18th  of  March,  much  exceed  that  of  the  day 
after  General  Montgomery's  fall.  General  Arnold  had  at 
that  time  about  four  hundred  men  in  a  small-pox  Hospital. 
Neither  order  nor  subordination  prevails,  and  of  coui-se  shortly 
no  soldiere.  On  the  15th  of  this  month,  those  who  wintered 
in  the  country  are  free,  and,  in  my  opinion,  neither  art,  craft, 
nor  money,  will  prevail  on  any  of  them  to  reinlist  to  serve 
in  Canada.  Colonel  Livingston's  Regiment,  consisting  of 
about  two  hundred,  will  be  free  on  the  same  day;  very  few, 
if  any  of  them,  will  re-engage.  Of  my  intended  regiment  I 
have  about  two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  want  of  money 
obliges  me  to  stop ;  where  I  shall  remain  until  matters  take 
a  change,  if  ever,  in  our  favour,  as  not  a  man  more  will  now 
engage,  and  those  which  I  have  inlisted  will  go  to  the  right 
about  in  case  the  Canadians  in  general  join  against  us ;  at 
least  such  is  my  opinion.  With  respect  to  the  better  sort  of 
people,  both  French  and  English,  seven-eighths  are  Tories, 
who  would  wish  to  see  our  throats  cut,  and  perhaps  would 
readily  assist  in  doing  it. 

The  taking  of  (^uebeck  is  altogether  casual.  The  keep- 
ing of  the  country,  according  to  the  present  appearance  of 
affairs,  is  totally  against  us.  No  preparation  has,  is,  or  can 
be  made  to  guard  the  river,  for  a  very  good  reason — no 
money  or  men  of  skill  to  do  it ;  the  whole  country  left 
without  any  other  kind  of  law  than  that  of  the  arbitrary 
and  despotick  power  of  the  sword  in  the  hands  of  the 
several  commanding  officers — too  frequently  abused  in  all 
cases  of  this  nature. 

You  may  remember,  sir,  in  a  conversation  with  you,  at 
Albany,  I  urged  the  necessity  of  sending  immediately  to 
Canada,  able  Generals,  a  respectable  Army,  a  Committee 
of  Congress,  a  suitable  supply  of  hard  cash,  a  printer,  &ic. 
Indeed,  I  had  before  represented  those  measures  in  j)erson  to 
Congress — at  least  to  the  Committee  of  Congress — and  we 
have  since  been  flattered,  from  time  to  time,  with  one  or  all 
those  essentials. 

The  Savages  hereabouts  are  cool ;  they  keep  aloof  from 
us  ;  we  are  to  expect  little  or  no  friendship  from  them,  and, 
indeed,  little  or  no  precaution  has  been  taken  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is  expected  by  some  that  numbers  will  come  from 
the  interior  countr)',  and  fall  on  our  frontiers,  early  in  the 
spring. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  you  extracts  from  some  private  let- 
ters, which  accidently  came  to  hand  from  the  camp  before 
Quebeck.     I  believe  the  contents,  as  the  news  has  come  to 
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town  several  ways.  The  Canadians  taking  up  arms  so 
early  against  us  is  of  the  most  important  consequence.  We 
have  brought  about  oureeives,  by  mismanagement,  what 
Governour  Carlcion  himself  could  never  effect. 

Having  endeavoured  to  lay  before  you  a  tmc  state  of  facts 
as  they  occur  to  me,  if  I  have  done  my  duty  thereby,  I  shall 
be  happy ;  if  I  have  exceeded,  I  beg  you  will  impute  it  to 
pure  zeal  in  my  country's  cause,  and  the  ardent  desire  I 
have,  on  all  occasions,  to  contribute  all  in  my  power  for  tiie 
interests  of  the  United  Colonies.  And  should  you  be  of  opi- 
nion that  any  of  my  remarks  are  worthy  the  attention  of 
Congress,  you  will  please  to  communicate  them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  true  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

MosEs  Hazen. 
To  Major-General  Philip  Schuyler. 

Head-Quarters,  before  Quebeck,  March  86,  1776. 

The  contents  of  your  last  favour  I  have  not  time  to  an- 
swer by  this  conveyance.  This  is  only  to  give  you  some 
idea  of  some  late  interesting  transactions. 

The  Priests  in  two  or  three  Parishes  below  Point-Levi 
having  been  brought  to  Head-Quarters  some  weeks  since, 
on  account  of  their  diabolical  conduct,  and  were  released  on 
solemn  promises  of  amendment,  have,  in  conjunction  with 
a  party  sent  from  town,  imbodied  several  hundred  Cana- 
dians, and,  it  is  said,  have  two  twelve-pounders.  Against 
this  body,  our  men  from  the  Point  (two  hundred  in  all) 
marched  yesterday  moniing,  engaged  the  enemy,  took  thirty 
prisoners  ;  how  many  killed  cannot  learn.  We  had  one  man 
wounded.  This  was  not  the  enemy's  main  body.  This 
account  is,  as  I  am  informed,  from  Major  Dubois,  who 
commanded  on  the  occasion.  Aaron  Piatt  and  Philadel- 
phia Hughes  were  in  the  party.  We  impatiently  wait  the 
issue  of  this  affair,  as  much  depends  on  it.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  Jerseymen  and  Pennsylvanians  are  to  march  for 
Point-Levi  this  day.     I  have  only  time  to  add  that  I  am, 

■'  Gershom  Mott. 

To  Captain  Goforih,  commanding  at  Three-Rivers. 

Camp  before  Quebeck,  March  26,  1776. 

I  have  just  time  to  let  you  know  that  I  and  my  family 
arrived  at  Head-Quarters  on  Saturday,  23d  instant,  in  good 
health.  I  am  informed  that  five  hundred  Canadians,  and 
a  few  Regulars  from  the  garrison,  have  assembled  together, 
twelve  leagues  below  (Quebeck,  with  two  twelve-pounders, 
and  are  getting  more  formidable  every  day ;  and  have  inter- 
cepted some  provisions  of  ours.  We  have  sent  a  party  of 
men  after  them,  to  take  their  standard  and  bring  it  to  Head- 
Quarters.  For  my  part  I  dread  the  consequence,  as  our 
own  party  does  not  amount  to  one  hundred  men.  God 
(and  he  only)  can  determine  our  fate.  I  think  we  have 
sent  one  gondola  and  some  armed  batteaus  in  order  to  inter- 
cept an  armed  schooner  from  Quebeck;  and  they  are  cutting 
more  out  of  the  ice — I  mean  the  Regulars. 

Excuse  haste.     I  know  your  prudence  will  know  how  to 

handle  this  dangerous  news.  r         „ 

°  John  Ukogden. 

To  Captain  Goforth,  commanding  at  Three-Rivers. 

P.  S.  Nothing  shall  escape  my  notice  to  you  of  all  that 
passes  ;  and  if  you  think  me  worth  your  notice,  let  me  have 
your  opinion.  Thanks  be  to  God,  this  moment,  as  1  was 
concluding  this  letter,  news  came  in  that  Major  Dubois 
had  sent  a  letter  to  General  Arnold  that  our  men  met  with 
the  advanced  party  of  the  enemy,  killed  and  wounded  a 
good  many,  and  took  thirty  prisoners,  and  routed  the  rest, 
and  are  advancing  to  the  main  body.  A  party  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  is  gone  to  reinforce  our  party.  We  ex- 
pect further  news  very  soon.  If  we  carry  our  point,  I  think 
Quebeck  will  soon  be  our  own.  J.  B. 


now  about  some  flagrant  abuses  that  have  been  committed 
by  tile  private  soldiers  on  their  march  to  Qmbeck,  had  I 
not  expected  to  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  him  at 
this  place  before  now.  A  Priest's  house  has  been  entered 
witli  great  violence,  and  his  watch  plundered  from  him.  At 
another  house  they  run  in  debt  about  twenty  shillings,  {En- 
glish,) and,  because  the  man  wanted  to  be  paid,  nin  him 
through  the  neck  with  a  bayonet.  Women  and  children 
have  been  terrified,  and  forced,  with  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet, to  furnish  horees  for  private  soldiers  without  any  pros- 
pect of  pay.  I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  discover  the 
offendei-s,  but  have  issued  a  proclamation.  Captain  Stout, 
of  the  Jersey  Forces,  left  with  me  a  silver  tablespoon, 
which  he  thinks  was  taken  by  one  of  his  men  from  some 
inhabitants  of  Montreal.  Please  to  advertise,  that  the  owri- 
ers,  sending  the  marks,  may  have  it  again. 


EXTRACTS    FROM    A    LETTER    OF     CAPTAIN    GOFORTH. 

Reports  are  various  with  respect  to  Indians.  Some  say 
five  thousand  are  coming  down  to  cut  off  Montreal ;  others 
say  they  are  to  pass  Montreal,  come  to  Three-Bivers,  and 
hasten  to  Quebeck  to  the  relief  of  their  father,  (  Carleton,)  who 
is  now  confined  within  the  walls,  and  must  be  relieved,  or  they 
will  lose  all  their  >rade.  ^Vhether  reality  or  fiction,  time  will 
soon  discover.  /Should  have  written  to  the  General  before 
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CONNECTICUT    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Monday,  April  1,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety: 
Present:  His   Honour  the  Governour,  his  Honour  the 
Deputy-Govemour,  Jabez  Huntington,  Jcdediah  Elderkin, 
Joshua  West,  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Voted,  That  fifteen  Men,  heretofore  allowed  to  guard 
the  coast  of  the  Town  oi Lyme,  in  this  Colony,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Lee  Lay,,  be  augmented  to  thirty,  (Officers  included,) 
with  three  Sergeants,  and  to  be  posted  at  different  places 
on  said  coast,  by  the  advice  and  direction  of  his  Honour  the 
Deputy-Govemour. 

Voted,  That  the  number  of  Men  in  Colonel  Gurdon 
SaltonstaWs  Company,  in  the  Colony  service,  at  iVcMv 
London,  be  augmented  to  ninety,  by  inlistment. 

Voted,  That  two  Companies,  of  ninety  Men  each,  (Offi- 
cers included,)  be  raised  or  drafted  out  of  the  Militia,  to 
go  to  New-London,  for  the  Colony  service  at  Neiv-London 
Harbour ;  and  that  one  of  these  Companies  shall  be  raised 
out  of  the  Third  Regiment,  and  the  other  out  of  the  Eighth 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  and  be  officered  out  of 
the  Officers  of  their  respective  Regiments,  with  a  Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  and  one  Ensign  to  each  Company,  ob- 
serving the  same  rank  they  sustain  in  the  INlilitia. 

Voted,  That  the  Colonels,  or  Commanding  Officers  of 
the  First,  Fifth,  Eleventh,  Twelfth,  Nineteenth,  Twenty- 
First,  and  Twenty-Second  Regiments,  in  this  Colony,  be 
directed,  forthwith,  to  draft  out  one-quarter  of  their  Men 
in  their  respective  Regiments,  (exclusive  of  those  who  are 
inlisted  into  the  Continental  service  for  the  current  year,) 
and  see  that  they  are  completely  equipped  with  Arms  and 
Accoutrements,  and  two  pounds  of  Ball  to  each  man,  fit  for 
his  Gun,  and  six  Flints,  and  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  march,  on  the  shortest  notice,  for  defence  of  any  invaded 
place  or  places  in  this  or  the  neighbouring  Colonies ;  and 
that  the  Colonels,  or  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Third, 
Eighth,  and  Twentieth  Regiments,  draft  out,  or  detach, 
one-third  part  of  their  Men,  (exclusive  of  those  inlisted  in 
the  Continental  service  for  the  current  year,)  and  see  that 
they  are  equipped  and  held  in  readiness  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  for  the  same  purpose,  aforementioned ;  and  that 
one  Company  to  be  raised  in  the  Third  Regiment,  and  one 
Company  to  be  raised  in  the  Eighth  Regiment,  in  manner 
aforesaid,  be  immediately  employed  at  the  Colony  Works 
at  New-London ;  and  their  pay,  wages,  and  allowance,  when 
in  actual  service,  is  to  be  the  same  as  the  Troops  in  the 
Continental  Army. 

Tuesday,  April  2,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Counc'd  of  Safety : 
Present :   His   Honour  the  Governour,  his   Honour  the 
Deputy-Govemour,  Jabez  Huntington,  Jedediah  Elderkin, 
Joshua  West,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jun.,  Benjamin  Hunting- 
ton, Esquires. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table  for 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Captain  Uriah 
Haydon,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  building  of  the  Co- 
lony Ship  at  Saybrook,  and  render  his  Account  when  re- 
quired. [An  Order  was  drawn  Ajiril  2,  1776,  and  delivered 
to  Captain  Ephraim  Bill,  for  three  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds.] 
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Foled,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table  for 
two  hundred  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Captain  Ephrmm  Bill, 
to  enable  him  to  proniote  the  building  and  rigging  of  the 
Colony  Ship  at  Saybrook,  and  render  his  Account  when 
required.  [An  Oixler  was  drawn  accordingly ,  April  2, 1 776, 
and  delivered  to  Captain  Ephraim  Bill,  for  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  Pounds.] 

Voted,  That  Captain  Richard  Dickinson,  of  Sayhrook, 
he  ordered  to  deliver  u)i  the  several  articles  in  his  hands 
and  custody  that  did  belong  to  the  Brig  Minerva,  lately 
commanded  by  Captain  Giles  Hall,  to  Captain  Ephraim 
Bill,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  same  when  delivered.  [An 
Order  was  given,  accordingly  April  2,  1776,  and  delivered 
to  Captain  Bill.] 

Captain  Seth  Harding,  of  the  Colony  Brig  Defence,  was 
complained  of  to  this  Board  for  being  guilty  of  intemperance. 
Upon  which  he  appeared ;  and  the  evidence  on  both  sides 
was  fully  heard  and  considered  by  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour  and  this  Council,  but  they  cannot  find  cause  to  remove 
him. 

Voted,  That  IMr.  James  Tilley  be  desired  to  purchase 
two  tons  of  Flax  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  Ship,  for  cordage. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table  for 
five  hundred  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Joshua  Porter, 
of  Salisbury,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  the  Colony  Works 
at  the  Furnace  at  Salisbury,  and  render  his  Account  when 
required. 

Voted,  That  the  Selectmen  in  the  Towns  in  the  County 
of  New-ijondon,  on  the  east  of  Connecticut  River,  and  the 
Selectmen  of  the  Towns  in  the  County  of  Windham,  and 
the  Selectmen  of  the  Towns  of  East-Haddavi  and  Cokhes- 
'tcr,  be  directed  to  collect  the  Saltpetre  (that  has  been,  or 
may  be  manufactured  in  their  several  Towns)  from  the 
manufacturers,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  late  Act  of 
this  Colony  in  that  behalf,  and  deliver  the  same  to  Colonel 
Elderkin  and  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jun.,  Esquires,  taking  their 
receipts  for  the  same. 

Voted,  That  Captain  John  Mc  Cleave  is  appointed  Cap- 
tain of  the  Row-Galley  Whiting,  building  in  New-Haven, 
and  that  he  take  the  charge  and  command  of  her  accord- 
ingly. 

Voted,  That  Israel  Bishop  is  appointed  Lieutenant  of 
tlie  Row-Galley  Whiting,  now  building  in  Neiv-Haven. 

Voted,  To  draw  on  die  Pay-Table  in  favour  of  Mr.  Job 
Winslow,  for  three  hundred  Pounds,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  the  Row-Galley  at  East-Haddam.  [An  Order 
was  drawn  April  2,  1 776,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Job  JVins- 
low,  for  three  hundred  Pounds.] 

Voted,  To  draw  on  the  Pay-Table,  in  favour  of  Captain 
Jonathan  Lester,  for  two  hundred  Pounds,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  the  Row-Galley  at  Norwich.  [An  Order  was 
drawn  April  2,  1776,  and  delivered  to  Captain  Lester,  for 
two  hundred  Pounds.] 

Voted,  That  Captain  Josiah  Bumham,  of  Lyme,  is  ap- 
pointed Master  of  the  Brig  Defence,  under  command  of 
Captain  Harding. 

GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  10,  1776,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.] 
Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  April  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  This  letter  will  be  delivered  you  by  Jonathan  Ed- 
dy, E^q.,  the  gentleman  from  Nova-Scotia,  who  I  mentioned 
to  you  in  mine  of  the  27th  ultimo.  He  seemed  desirous  of 
waiting  on  the  honourable  Congress,  in  order  to  lay  before 
them  the  state  of  publick  affairs  and  situation  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  Province ;  and  as  it  might  be  in  his  power  to 
communicate  many  things  personally,  which  could  not  be 
so  well  done  by  letter,  I  encouraged  him  in  his  design,  and 
have  advanced  him  fifty  dollars  to  defray  his  expenses.  The 
Acadiati  accompanies  him ;  and  as  they  seem  to  be  solid, 
judicious  men,  1  beg  leave  to  recommend  them  both  to  the 
notice  of  Congress. 

And  am,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  r<  \Ar 

^  George  Washington. 

To  tlie  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 


general    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS.' 
Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  April  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  An  express  arrived  here  this  morning  with  a  letter 
from  Govemour  Cooke,  of  Rhode-Island,  of  which  the  en- 
closed is  a  copy.  In  consequence  of  this  imixjrtant  intelli- 
gence, I  immediately  despatched  an  express  after  General 
Sullivan,  who  is  on  his  march  to  Norwich  with  six  regi- 
ments, and  ordered  him  to  file  off  to  Providence,  if  he  should 
be  so  desired  by  Govemour  Cooke,  to  whom  I  have  written 
on  the  subject. 

General"  Greene  was  to  have  marched  this  morning  with 
five  more  regiments,  by  way  oi Providence.  I  have  ordered 
him  to  haste!n  his  march  for  that  place,  and  hope  to  collect 
a  force  there  sufficient  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  effecting 
their  purpose. 

Whether  this  movement  be  only  a  feint,  to  draw  our  at- 
tention ii-om  their  principal  object,  or  not,  is  at  present  im- 
possible to  determine.  I  momendy  expect  furUier  intelli- 
gence from  Govemour  Cooke.  If  the  alarm  should  be 
well-grounded,  I  shall  hasten  to  Providence,  and  make  the 
necessary  dispositions  for  their  reception.  1  beg  you  to 
assure  tiie  honourable  Congress  I  shall  exert  myself  to  the 
utmost  to  frustrate  the  designs  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

Providence,  March  31,  1776.— Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sir:  I  am  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  this 
moment  an  express  from  Newport,  informing  mc  that  a  ship- 
of-war  hath  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Newport,  and  that 
twenty-seven  ships,  undoubtedly  having  the  Ministerial 
Troops  on  board,  are  within  Seconet  Point.  Upon  this 
most  alarming  occasion,  when  we  have  not  more  than  four 
hundred  soldiers  upon  Rhode-Island,  and  not  above  seven 
or  eight  hundred  more  in  the  whole  Colony,  (besides  the  Mi- 
litia, not  more  than  half  amied.)  I  must  use  the  most  pressing 
instances  with  your  Excellency,  to  forward  sufficient  succors 
to  the  Colony  with  all  possible  despatch.  I  am  about  issuing 
the  necessary  orders  for  calling  the  whole  Militia  together, 
and  taking  other  proper  measures. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Head-Quarters, 
Cambridge. 

Providence,  March  31,  1776.— Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  an  express  from  Colonel  Belcher , 
of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  on  Rhode-Island,  that  one  ship- 
of-war  hath  got  into  the  harbour  o( Newport,  and  that  twenty- 
seven  more,  undoubtedly  having  the  Ministerial  Troops  on 
board,  are  within  Seconet  Point,  within  a  few  hours  sail  of 
Newport.  As  they  are  undoubtedly  destined  for  this  Colo- 
ny, 1  must  urge  the  necessity  of  your  altering  your  route, 
and  marching  into  this  Colony  to  oppose  the  enemy.  The 
absolute  necessity  of  this  step  will  justify  you. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  four  Regiments  of  the 
Continental  Troops,  on  their  march  to  New-York. 


general  orders. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  28,  1776. 
(Parole,  Cumberland.)  (Cunniersign,  G/owces/er.) 

General  Sullivan,  with  the  six  Regiments  mentioned  in 
the  General  Orders  of  the  2;3d  instant,  are  to  march  to- 
moiTOW  morning,  at  sunrise.  The  Quartermaster-General, 
or  his  Assistant,  will  provide  nine  teams  for  each  Regiment, 
and  the  Adjutant-General  will  deliver  tlie  route  and  orders 
to  General  Sullivan. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  29,  1776. 
(Parole,  Carnlina  )  (Countersign,  Lee.) 

Varnum's,  Hitchcock's,  Little's,  Read's,  and  Bailey's 
Regiments,  to  march  on  Monday  morning,  at  sunrise.  Bri- 
gadier-General Greene  will  take  the  command  of  this  Bri- 
gade. Deputy  Quartermaster-General  Parke  will  provide 
the  necessary  teams,  and  the  Commissary-General  will  de- 
liver the  provisians  for  the  march.     The  Adjutant-General 
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will  give  the  marching  orders  to  the  Colonels  commanding 
the  divisions. 

The  Field-Officers  of  Regiments  and  Captains  of  Com- 
panies will  be  answerable  for  any  damage  done  to  the  Bar- 
racks, upon  their  men's  removing  out ;  therefore  it  behooves 
them  to  see  no  wanton  destruction  is  committed,. as  they  will 
be  charged  with  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  for  repairing  the 
mischief  done. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  30,  1776. 
(Pjrole.  De'lhilm.)  (Counlersign,  Putnam) 

A  detachment  from  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  to  be  ready 
to  march  on  Monday  morning,  with  the  Brigade  under  Bri- 
gadier-General Greene. 

The  Colonels  commanding  the  Regiments  of  this  Brigade 
may  each  of  them  receive  a  warrant  for  five  hundred  Pounds, 
lawful  money,  upon  application  at  Head-Quarters. 

A  General  Court-Martial  to  sit  Monday  morning,  in  Bos- 
ton, in  the  Court-House,  to  try  such  prisoners  as  shall  be 
brought  before  them.  All  evidences  and  persons  concerned 
to  attend  tiie  Court. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  March  31,  1776. 

(Parole,  Moore.)  (diuntersign,  Netrberv.) 

Lamed' s,  Parsoiu's,  Huntington's,  Ward's,  and  Wyllys's 
Regiments,  are  to  march  at  sunrise  next  Thursday  morn- 
ing ;  the  whole  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
Spencer.  The  remainder  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  (ex- 
cept the  Company  that  is  to  remain  in  Boston,)  with  such 
pieces  of  artillery  and  stores  as  Colonel  Knox  shall  think 
necessary,  are  to  march  with  the  above  Brigade.  The 
Quartermaster-General's  Assistant  to  pay  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  providing  the  teams  for  the  Regiments,  and  the 
Artiller}'  above-mentioned.  The  commanding  Officers  of 
these  five  Regiments  may  each  of  them  have  a  warrant  for 
five  hundred  Pounds,  upon  application  at  Head-Quarters, 
and  they  are  to  credit  the  Pay  Abstract,  for  tlie  month  of 
February,  for  that  sum. 

All  the  Ammunition,  and  other  articles  which  have  been 
delivered  to  the  Regiments  of  Militia,  out  of  the  Continen- 
tal Stores,  are  to  be  carefully  returned,  or  the  value  will  be 
deducted  out  of  the  Pay  Abstract.  The  Assistant  Quarter- 
master-General and  Commissary  of  Stores  are  to  take  care 
tliat  this  order  be  fulfilled. 


(Parole,  Chester.) 


Head- Quarters,  Cambridge,  April  1,  1776. 
(Countersign,  Ohio.) 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    JOSEPH    REED. 

Cambridge,  April  1,  177S. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  15th  uUimo  contained  a 
very  unfavourable  account  of  the  Carolines ;  but  I  am  glad 
to  find,  by  the  subsequent  one,  that  the  prt)spect  brightens, 
and  that  Mr.  Martin's  first  attempt  has  met  with  its  deserved 
success.  The  old  proverb,  of  "  the  first  blow  being  half  the 
battle,"  cannot  better  apply  than  in  these  instances;  the 
spirits  of  the  vanquished  being  depressed  in  proportion  as 
the  victors  get  elated.  I  am  glad  to  find  my  camp  equipage 
in  such  forwardness.  I  shall  expect  to  meet  it,  and  I  hope 
you,  at  New-York,  for  which  place  I  am  preparing  to  set 
out  on  Thursday  or  Friday  next. 

The- accounts  brought  by  Mr.  Temple,  of  the  favourable 
disposition  in  the  Ministry  to  accommodate  matters,  does 
not  corresjK)nd  with  their  speeches  in  Parliament.  How, 
then,  does  he  account  for  their  inconsistency  ?  If  the  Com- 
missioners do  not  come  over  with  full  and  ample  powers  to 
treat  with  Congress,  I  sincerely  wish  they  may  never  put 
their  feet  on  American  ground,  as  it  must  be  self-evident,  in 
the  other  case,  that  they  will  come  over  with  insidious  in- 
tentions to  distract,  divide,  and  create  as  much  confusion  as 
possible.  How,  then,  can  any  man  (let  his  passion  for  re- 
conciliation be  ever  so  strong)  be  so  blinded  and  misled 
as  to  embrace  a  measure  evidently  designed  for  his  destruc- 
tion ?  No  man  does,  no  man  can  wish  the  restoration  of 
peace  more  fervently  than  I  do;  but  I  hope,  whenever 
made,  it  will  bo  upon  such  terms  as  will  reflect  honour  upon 
the  councils  and  wisdom  of  America.  With  you,  I  think  a 
change  in  the  American  representation  necessary.  Frequent 
appeals  to  the  people  can  be  attended  with  no  bad,  but  may 
have  very  salutary  effects.     My  countrymen,  1  know,  from 


their  form  of  Government  and  steady  attachment  heretofore 
to  royalty,  will  come  reluctantly  into  the  idea  of  indepen- 
dence ;  but  time  and  persecution  bring  many  wonderful 
things  to  pass ;  and,  by  private  letters  which  I  have  lately 
received  from  Virginia,  I  find  "  Common  Sense  "  is  work- 
ing a  powerful  change  there  in  the  minds  of  many  men. 

The  four  thousand  men  destined  for  Boston  on  the  5th,. 
(if  the  Ministerialists  had  attempted  our  works  on  Dorches- 
ter-Heights, or  the  lines  at  Roxbury,)  were  to  have  been 
headed  by  General  Putnam.  But  he  would  have  had  pretty 
easy  work  of  it,  as  his  motions  were  to  have  been  regulated 
by  signals,  and  those  signals  by  appearances.  He  was  not 
to  liave  made  the  attempt  unless  the  town  had  been  drained, 
or  very  considerably  weakened  in  its  force. 

I  am,  &,c.  George  Washington. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO   GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

Cambridge,  April  1,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived from  Govemour  Cooke,  to  the  contents  of  which  I 
refer  you. 

General  Greene  will  march  with  his  Brigade,  this  day,  for 
Providence ;  and  if  I  find  that  the  enemy  are  at  Rhode- 
Island,  I  will  soon  join  him.  Govemour  Cooke  will  forward 
this  to  you,  and  will  inform  you  whether  this  alarm  is  well- 
founded  or  not.  If  it  is,  you  must  repair  to  Providence 
with  the  troops  under  your  command.  If  it  is  not,  you  will 
proceed  on  your  march  to  New-  York. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &tc.  ^  iir 

'      '  •'        '  George  Washington. 

To  Brigadier-General  SuUivan. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    SELECTMEN     OF    THE    TOWN    OF    BOSTON 
TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

May  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  Excellency  :  The  Selectmen  of 
Boston,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  fellow-citizens,  with  all 
grateful  respect,  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  suc- 
cess of  your  military  operations  in  the  recovery  of  this  town 
from  an  enemy,  collected  from  the  once  respected  Britons, 
who,  in  this  instance,  are  characterized  by  malice  and  fraud, 
rapine  and  plunder,  in  every  trace  left  behind  them. 

Happy  are  we,  that  this  acquisition  has  been  made  with 
so  little  effusion  of  human  blood,  which,  next  to  the  Divine 
favour,  permit  us  to  ascribe  to  your  Excellency's  wisdom, 
evidenced  in  every  part  of  the  long  besiegement. 

If  it  be  possible  to  enhance  the  noble  feelings  of  that  per- 
son who,  from  the  most  affluent  enjoyments,  could  throw 
himself  into  the  hardships  of  a  camp  to  save  his  country, 
uncertain  of  success,  it  is  then  possible  this  victory  will 
heighten  your  Excellency's  happiness,  when  you  consider 
you  have  not  only  saved  a  large,  elegant,  and  once  populous 
city,  from  total  destruction,  but  relieved  the  few  wretched 
inhabitants  from  all  the  horrors  of  a  besieged  town,  from  the 
insults  and  abuses  of  a  disgraced  and  chagrined  army,  and 
restored  many  inhabitants  to  their  quiet  habitations,  who  had 
fled  for  safety  to  the  bosom  of  their  country. 

May  your  Excellency  live  to  see  the  just  rights  of  Ameri- 
ca settled  on  a  firm  basis,  which  felicity  we  sincerely  wish 
you  ;  and,  at  a  later  period,  may  tliat  felicity  be  changed  into 
happiness  eternal.  j^^^^  Scollay, 

Timothy  Newell, 
Thomas  Marshall, 
Samuel  Austin, 
Oliver  Wendell, 
John  Pitts, 

Selectmen  of  Boston. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General  of 
the  United  Forces  in  America. 

his  excellency's  answer. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  congratulations  on  the  success  of  the 
American  arms,  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure. 

I  most  sincei-eiy  rejoice  with  you  on  your  being  once  more 
in  the  quiet  possession  of  your  former  habitations  ;  and  (what 
greatly  adds  to  my  happiness)  that  this  desirable  event  has 
been  effected  with  so  little  effusion  of  human  blood. 

I  am  exceedingly  obliged  by  the  good  opinion  you  are 
pleased  to  entertain  of  my  conduct.     Your  virtuous  efforts 
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in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  the  unparalleled  fortitude  with 
which  you  have  sustained  the  greatest  of  all  human  calami- 
ties, justly  entitle  you  to  the  j^rateful  remembrance  of  your 
American  brethren  ;  and  I  heartily  pray  that  the  hand  of 
tyranny  may  never  more  disturb  your  repose ;  and  that 
ever}-  blessing  of  a  kind  Providence  may  give  happiness  and 
prosperity  to  the  Town  of  Boston. 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Selectmen  and  Citizens  of  Boston. 


NARRATIVE    OF    CAPTAIN    DANIEL    L0NT. 

On  the  25th  of  February  last,  on  my  homeward  bound 
passage  from  Point-a-Pctre,  on  Grand  Terrc,  about  two 
leagues  distant  from  Cape-Ann,  I  fell  in  with  and  was  taken 
by  the  Lively  sioop-of-war,  and  was  carried  into  Boston ; 

the  next  day  I  was  put  on  board  the  Rcnoum,  Banks, 

commander.  As  we  came  on  board,  Captain  Banks  order- 
ed us,  with  what  bundles  of  clothes,  bedding,  &ic.,  we  had 
with  us,  on  the  quarter-deck  ;  ttien  called  for  and  ordered  the 
Second  Lieutenant  and  Master-at-Arms  to  search  our  beds, 
overhaul  all  our  bundles  of  clothes,  to  see  if  there  was  any 
money  amongst  them  ;  then  turning  to  us,  said,  I  will  search 
you  myself,  and  that  well,  too,  you  scotmdrels.  Whilst 
they  were  opening  and  searching  our  bundles,  agreeable  to 
Captain  Banks's  directions  they  began  their  searches  upon 
us,  under  his  immediate  inspection,  by  stripping  off  our 
clothes,  and  critically  searching  every  place  in  the  linings, 
and  left  no  place  unsearched  where  a  farthing  might  be  con- 
cealed, and  continued  the  whole  time  breathing  out  slaughter 
and  death  upon  us,  for  no  crime,  or  supposed  crime,  unless 
our  being  bom  in  America  can  be  esteemed  such.  After 
getting  through  with  this  branch  of  his  inhuman  and  unna- 
tural procedure,  and  robbing  me  of  fourteen  Johannes,  and 
Captain  Ephraim  Little  of  about  one  hundred  more,  he 
called  for  and  delivered  us  up  to  the  Boatswain,  with  an  ex- 
press injunction  to  take  us  to  the  main  deck,  and  see  to  it 
that  we  were  kept  constantly  at  hard  labour ;  adding,  if  wo 
made  the  least  difficulty  about  complying  with  this  his  com- 
mand, the  Boatswain  must  inform  him,  and  he  would  order 
us  immediately  to  be  flogged.  His  commands  in  this  mat- 
ter were  strictly  complied  with.  We  (I  mean  all  the  Mas- 
ters o{  American  vessels  who  have  of  late  unfortunately  fallen 
into  their  hands)  were  constantly  kept  at  the  hardest  and 
most  ignominious  services  on  board,  and  were  from  day  to 
day  loaded  with  curses  and  reproaches  from  the  principal 
officers ;  and  that  whilst  there  was  constantly  a  ready  com- 
pliance with  his  unrighteous  and  inhuman  commands,  and 
as  though  it  were  not  a  sufficient  punishment  for  having 
been  born  in  America,  and  not  found  in  arms  against  our 
country,  to  be  reduced  from  comfortable  circumstances,  our 
families  robbed  of  all  means  of  subsistence,  and  we  pillaged 
of  the  last  farthing  which  might  serve  to  supply  our  present 
necessary  expenses,  or  replace  our  clothing,  of  which  we 
were  in  a  great  measure  robbed.  We  are  commanded  and 
constantly  insulted,  without  reply,  by  men  far  inferior  to  those 
formerly  under  our  command,  having  the  breath  of  hell  con- 
tinually flaming  about  our  eai-s,  and  this  unequal  to  vent  the 
malignityof  their  souls,  informing  us  our  torments  were  to  be 
perpetual,  by  assuring  us  we  should  never  again  set  our  feet 
on  American  ground.  Thus  they  continued  tormenting  us, 
till  by  these  devices,  and  being  constantly  kept  on  short  al- 
lowance, several  of  our  people  judged  themselves  excusable 
in  yielding  to  their  solicitations,  by  entering  on  board  their 
ships.  We  who  refused  were  sent  on  board  an  East-India- 
man,  with  an  assurance  of  being  sent  to  that  country,  and 
there  kept  at  hard  service  during  the  remainder  of  our  lives. 
Being  worn  out  by  continued  fatigue  and  constant  reproaches, 
1  grew  sick  of  a  life  not  worth  enjoying.  I  resolved  to  at- 
tempt an  escape  at  all  hazards,  and  in  the  night,  between 
the  '20th  and  21st  oi  March  last,  finding  the  watch  on  deck 
asleep,  I  cut  away  a  boat  from  alongside,  and  got  ashore  on 
Point-Shirley ;  and  am  influenced  to  publish  this  narrative, 
not  only  that  the  truth  might  appear,  but  at  the  earnest  de- 
sire, and  in  consequence  of  an  agreement  of  a  number  of 
American  ship-masters,  who  still  labour  under  these  dis- 
tressing circumstances.  ^^  ^ 

Daniel  Lunt. 

Newbury  port,  April  1,  1776. 

N.  B.  In  consequence  of  an  agreement  with  my  brethren 
■whilst  under  this  more  than  Egyptian  bondage,  whoever  of 


us  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  make  his  escape,  was  to 
proceed  immediately  to  Head-Quarters,  and  give  Gene- 
ral Washington  an  account  of  the  matter ;  but  by  the 
many  hardships  I  endured  whilst  under  the  control  of  these 
deserters  from  the  infemal  pit,  I  was  so  far  reduced  as  to  be 
by  no  meaus  able  to  comply  with  this  part  of  our  agree- 
ment ;  and  since  I  have  got  home,  I  have  been  for  the  most 
part  confined  to  my  house,  and  not  able  to  write,  which  may 
apologize  for  my  neglecting  this  publication  so  long.  Let 
not  the  friends  of  those  now  in  their  hands  fear  more  severi- 
ty from  this  publication  falling  into  the  hands  of  our  ene- 
mies ;  greater  severity  is  impossible.  Our  friends  in  their 
hands  will  find  a  sure  asylum  in  death,  which  they  will  at 
any  one  day  meet  with  pleasure.  Will  not  God  avenge 
our  righteous  cause? 

P.  S.  In  justice  to  Captain  Bishop,  commander  of  the 
Lively,  I  woidd  infonn  the  publick  that  I  was  treated  with 
kindness  and  humanity  all  the  time  1  was  with  him. 

In  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and  Safety,  7 
Newburyport,  April  19,  1776.      j" 

Voted,  That  the  several  Printers  on  the  Continent  be, 
and  hereby  are,  desired  to  publish  the  foregoing  Nairative  of 
Captain  Daniel  Lunt.  And  we  do  hereby  certify,  that  the 
said  Captain  Lunt  was  born  and  brought  up  among  us,  and 
is  esteemed  a  man  of  truth,  and  we  think  full  credit  may  be 
paid  to  the  said  Narrative. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Jonathan  Titcomb,  Chairman. 


GEORGE  MASON  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Virginia,  Gunston  Hall,  April  2,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  We  have  just  received  the  welcome  news  of 
your  having,  with  so  much  address  and  success,  dislodged 
the  Ministerial  Troops,  and  taken  possession  of  the  town  of 
Boston.  I  congratulate  you  most  heartily  upon  this  glorious 
and  important  event — an  event  which  will  render  General 
Washington's  name  immortal  in  the  annals  of  America,  en- 
dear his  memory  to  the  latest  jx)sterity,  and  entitle  him  to 
those  thanks  which  Heaven  appointed  as  the  reward  of  pub- 
lick  virtue. 

It  is  the  common  opinion  here  that  we  shall  have  a  visit 
from  General  Howe  in  some  of  the  Middle  or  Southern  Co- 
lonies ;  but  it  does  not  seem  well-founded.  I  am  very  unable 
to  judge  of  military  affairs ;  hut  it  appears  to  me  that  if 
General  Howe  acts  the  part  of  a  wise  man  and  an  expe- 
rienced officer,  he  will  not  venture  a  sickly,  worn-out,  dis- 
gusted, and  disgraced  Army,  in  a  country  where  he  must 
meet  immediate  opposition,  and  where  any  misfoitune  might 
produce  a  mutiny  or  general  desertion.  I  think  it  much 
more  probable  that  he  will  retire  to  Halifax,  give  his  troops 
a  little  time,  by  ease  and  refreshment,  to  recover  their  spirits, 
and  be  in  readiness,  as  soon  as  the  season  permits,  to  relieve 
^nebcck ;  keeping  some  ships-of-war  cruising  off  Boston 
harbour,  to  protect  and  direct  the  transports  which  may 
arrive.  New-York,  or  any  of  the  Northern  United  Pro- 
vinces are  too  near  Cambridge ;  for,  if  he  could  not  main- 
tain the  advantageous  and  strongly  fortified  post  of  Boston, 
what  reasonable  hope  has  he  of  gaining  and  maintaining  a 
new  one,  in  the  face  of  a  superior  Army  ? 

You  will  perhaps  smile  at  these  speculative  and  idle  sug- 
gestions ppon  a  subject  which  will  probably  be  reduced  to  a 
certainty,  one  way  or  other,  long  before  this  reaches  your 
hands ;  but  when  I  am  conversing  with  you,  the  many 
agreeable  hours  we  have  spent  together  recur  upon  my 
mind,  I  fancy  myself  under  your  hospitable  roof  at  Mount 
Vernon,  and  lay  aside  reserve.  May  God  grant  us  a  return 
of  those  halcyon  days,  when  every  man  may  sit  down  at  his 
ease  under  the  shade  of  his  own  vine  and  his  own  fig-tree, 
and  enjoy  the  sweets  of  domestick  life  !  Or,  if  this  is  too 
much,  may  he  be  pleased  to  inspire  us  with  spirit  and  reso- 
lution to  bear  our  present  and  future  sufferings  becoming 
men  determined  to  transmit  to  our  posterity,  unimpaired,  the 
blessings  we  have  received  from  our  ancestors. 

Colonel  CasweWs  victory  in  North-Carolina,  and  the 
military  spirit  which  it  has  raised,  will  be  an  obstacle  to  any 
attempts  in  that  quarter.  Maryland  and  Virginia  are  at 
present  rather  unprepared,  but  their  strength  is  daily  in- 
creasing.    The  late  levies  here  have  been  made  with  sur- 
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prising  rapidity,  and  the  seven  new  regiments  are  already 
in  a  manner  complete,  except  as  to  arms,  in  wiiich  they  are 
very  deficient ;  but  arms  are  coming  in,  in  small  quantities, 
from  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  a  very  considerable 
manufactory  is  established  at  Fredcrickshurgh.  Large  ven- 
tures have  been  lately  made  for  military  stores ;  for  which 
purpose  we  are  now  loading  a  ship  for  Europe,  with  tobacco, 
at  Akxandrin.  Her  cargo  is  all  on  float,  and  I  hope  to 
have  her  under  sailing  in  a  few  days.  Notwithstanding  the 
natural  plenty  of  ])rovisions  in  this  Colony,  I  am  very  appre- 
hensive of  a  great  scarcity  of  beef  and  pork  amcing  our 
troops  this  summer,  occasioned  by  the  people's  not  expect- 
ing a  market,  until  the  slaughter  season  was  past.  I  find  it 
extremely  difficult  to  lay  in  a  stock  for  about  three  hundred 
men,  in  the  Marine  department  of  this  river. 

Ill  health,  and  a  certain  listlessness  inseparable  from  it,  have 
prevented  my  writing  to  you  so  often  as  I  would  otherwise 
have  done  ;  but  I  trust  to  your  friendship  to  excuse  it.  The 
same  cause  disabled  me  from  attending  the  Committee  of 
Safety  this  winter,  and  induced  me  to  entreat  the  Conven- 
tion to  leave  me  out  of  it.  I  continue  to  correspond  con- 
stantly with  that  Board,  and  I  hope  am  no  less  usefully 
employed — thinking  it,  in  such  times  as  these  are,  every 
man's  duty  to  contribute  his  mite  to  the  publick  service.  I 
have,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Dalton,  the  charge  of  provi- 
ding and  equipping  armed  vessels  for  the  protection  of  this 
river.  The  thing  is  new  to  me,  but  I  must  endeavour  to 
improve  by  experience.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Board 
for  joining  Mr.  Dalton  with  me.  He  is  a  steady  diligent 
man,  and  without  such  assistance  I  could  not  have  under- 
taken it.  We  are  building  two  row-galleys,  which  are  in 
considerable  forwardness;  and  have  purchased  three  sloops 
for  cruisers,  two  of  them  being  only  from  forty  to  fifty  tons 
burden,  are  to  mount  eight  carriage-guns  each,  three  and 
four-pounders ;  they  are  not  yet  fitted  up,  and  we  are  ex- 
ceedingly puzzled  to  get  cannon  for  them.  The  other,  the 
American  Congress,  is  a  fine  stout  vessel,  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  tons  burden,  and  has  such  an  easy  draft  of 
water  as  will  enable  her  to  run  into  most  of  the  creeks,  or 
small  harbours,  if  she  meets  with  a  vessel  of  superior  force. 
She  mounts  fourteen  carriage-guns,  six  and  four-pounders, 
though  we  have  thoughts  of  mounting  two  nine-pounders 
upon  her  main  beam,  if  we  find  her  able,  as  we  think  she 
is,  to  bear  them ;  her  guns  are  mounted,  and  to  be  tried  to- 
morrow. We  have  twenty  barrels  of  powder,  and  about  a 
ton  of  shot  ready — more  is  making ;  swivels  we  have  not 
yet  been  able  to  procure,  but  she  may  make  a  tolerable  shift 
without,  until  they  can  be  furnished.  We  have  got  some 
small-arms,  and  are  taking  every  method  to  increase  them, 
and  hope  to  be  fully  supplied  in  about  a  week  more.  Her 
company  of  marines  is  raised,  and  have  been  for  some  time 
exercised  to  the  use  of  the  great  guns.  Her  complement  of 
marines  and  seamen  is  to  be  ninety-six  men.  We  are  exert- 
ing ourselves  to  tlie  utmost,  and  hope  to  have  her  on  her 
station  in- less  than  a  fortnight,  and  that  the  other  vessels 
will  quickly  follow  her,  and  be  able  to  protect  the  inhabitants 
of  this  river  from  the  piratical  attempts  of  all  the  enemy's 
cutters,  tenders,  and  small  craft. 

Immediately  upon  receipt  of  your  fonner  letters,  I  applied 
to  some  of  the  Maryland  Committees,  as  well  as  those  on 
this  side ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  several  most  con- 
venient places  on  this  river  were  sounded,  and  thoroughly 
examined  ;  but  effectual  batteries  were  found,  in  our  pi'esent 
circumstances,  impracticable.  Mr.  iMud  Washington  tells 
me  he  sent  you  the  drafts  and  soundings  taken  mwn  this 
occasion.  A  regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Mercer,  of 
Fredericksburgh,  is  stationed  on  this  part  of  the  river,  and 
I  hope  we  shall  be  tolerably  safe,  unless  a  push  is  made 
here  with  a  large  body  of  men.  I  think  we  have  some 
reason  to  hope  the  Ministry  will  bungle  away  another  sum- 
mer, relying  partly  upon  force,  and  partly  upon  fraud  and 
negotiation. 

The  family  here  join  with  me  in  presenting  their  best 
compliments  to  yourself  and  lady,  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Custis 
and  his.  If  in  any  of  your  affairs  here  I  can  render  you 
any  acceptable  service,  I  beg  you  will  use  that  freedom  with 
which  1  wish  you  to  command,  dear,  sir,  your  affectionate 

and  obedient  servant,  <-<  tit 

'  Ueorge  Mason. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Waslmigton,  Head-Quarters,  at 
Boston. 


JOHN   DALTON   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OP    SAFETY. 

Alexandria,  April  2,  1776. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  a  letter  for  a  gentleman  over  the  Bay. 
As  I  have  often  experienced  letters  wet,  and  letters  which  I 
have  sent  by  post  to  that  part  of  the  country  have  miscar- 
ried, I  am  induced  to  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  this  to  you, 
requesting  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  it,  by  some  safe 
conveyance,  the  freedom  of  which  I  hope  you  will  excuse. 

We  find  it  difficult  the  fittinrr  out  the  cruisin"  vessels 
here;  the  scarcity  of  sail  duck  and  proper  sized  cannon 
plague  us  much  in  getting ;  indeed,  am  apprehensive  we 
shall  not  be  able  to  procure  light  duck  for  the  small  sails, 
and  must  endeavour  to  make  up  the  deficiency  from  old  sails, 
rather  than  none.  The  two  row-galleys  go  on  very  well, 
and  will  soon  be  built,  though  I  am  apprehensive  of  being 
at  a  loss  for  heavy  cannon  :  our  choice  would  be  one  eighteen- 
pounder,  the  other  twenty-four.  Colonel  Mason  and  myself 
in  particular,  and  the  community  at  large,  thought  ourselves 
highly  obliged  by  the  kind  indulgence  of  your  Committee 
of  Safety,  in  lending  us  ten  barrels  of  powder ;  it  happened 
just  as  we  had  got  it  down.  One  ton  came  from  Philadel- 
phia for  us ;  that  we  immediately  returned  in  the  same 
order. 

I  am,  with  regard,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Dalton. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


WILLIAM  LUX  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL'  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  April  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  bearer,  John  Henderson,  came  from 
Point-  Comfort,  in  an  oyster  boat,  and  another  vessel  with 
corn  ;  and  having  no  permit  from  any  Committee  in  Virginia, 
we  have  detained  his  boat  agreeable  to  your  order,  until  he 
produce  one.  He  thinks  it  necessary  to  make  application 
to  your  honourable  Board  for  a  release,  and  has  desired  a 
line  from  our  Committee  to  inform  you  of  his  situation. 

Per  order  of  the  Committee : 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Lux,  Deputy- Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYI>AND  council  of  safety  to  ST.  MARY  S  COUNTY  COM- 
MITTEE. 

[No.  102.]  Annapolis,  April  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  heretofore  written  you  with  regard 
to  the  station  of  Captain  John  AllenThomas's  Company.  Not 
receiving  any  answer,  we  expected  the  station  allotted  him 
at  Leonardtown  would  have  been  agreeable  to  you  and 
him,  and,  indeed,  to  everybody  else,  as  being  the  most  cen- 
tral place,  and  from  whence  the  company  might  march  on 
short  notice  to  any  part  of  the  County.  He  informed  us  by 
his  letter  of  the  18tli  o(  March,  "  that  he  is  positive  that  it 
is  the  opinion  of  every  gentleman  in  the  County  that  the 
troops  should  be  stationed  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Patuxent 
and  Potomack ;"  which  we  are  surprised  at.  This  would 
not  only  divide  the  company,  but  leave  a  very  great  extent 
of  country  along  the  water  in  a  manner  defenceless.  What 
is  to  become  of  Wicomico,  Clement's  and  Briton's  Bay,  and 
all  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Mary's  River,  in  case  the 
men-of-war  should  pass  unnoticed  in  the  night,  or  in  foggy 
hazy  weather?  When  the  company  gets  well  disciplined, 
perhaps  some  of  them  may  be  stationed  to  advantage  at  or 
near  the  mouth  of  Patuxent.  We  think  best  to  keep  them 
together  at  present,  till  further  advanced  in  military  know- 
ledge, and  that  Leonardtoum  is  the  proper  station.  Should 
you  think  otherwise,  we  should  be  glad  to  know  your  rea- 
sons, that  we  may  concur  with  you.  We  wish  to  harmonize 
in  everything  that  is  for  the  good  of  the  country. 

We  are,  &tc. 
To  tlie  Committee  of  Observation  for  St.  Mary's  County. 

MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO  CAPTAIN    THOMAS. 
[No.  103.]  Annapolis,  April  2,  1776. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  18th  ultimo  we  only  received  the 
30th.  We  cannot  conceive  that  any  letter  that  we  wrote 
to  you  can  justify  the  inference  you  have  drawn,  that, 
if  your  station  is  to  be  at  Leonardtown,  your  Company 
is  to  defend  that  place  only.     It  was  preferred,  because  it 
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was  more  cpntral  than  any  other  in  the  County,  that  yon 
might  be  within  a.  day's  march  of  any  |iart  of  it.  But  if 
tlie  Committee  of  Observation  should  be  of  opinion  that 
any  other  station  is  more  convenient,  we  simll  readily  con- 
firm and  order  you  to  it ;  or  if  tiiey  siiould  be  of  opinion 
that  your  Company  should  be  divided,  and  stationed  at  the 
mouth  of  tlie  Patuxent  and  Point  Look-Out,  we  shall  con- 
cur with  them,  when  we  know  their  reasons  for  it,  if  we  ap- 
prove of  them.  But  we  presume  that,  let  your  station  be 
where  it  may,  you  will  nevertheless  march  to  any  other 
part  of  the  County,  whenever  its  defence  requires  it.  And 
why  you  should  want  positive  ordei-s  to  do  your  duty,  we 
cannot  conceive  ;  if  you  take  care  to  walk  within  the  line 
of  it,  you  need  not  be  under  any  great  difficulty  to  excuse 
yourself  to  the  people  of  .SV.  Mary's,  or  the  publick  in  gene- 
ral, or  to  justify  yourself  to  the  whole  world.  Our  care  has 
and  shall  be  as  diffusive  and  extensive  all  over  the  Province 
as  its  funds  and  our  abilities  will  allow,  and,  therefore,  we 
are  not  under  the  least  apprehension  but  that  our  endeavoui-s 
will  meet  with  the  approbation  of  our  constituents. 

We  sent  you  by  Lieutenant  Stewart  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds.  If  that  sum  is  short  of  what  ought  to  have 
been  sent,  you  have  only  to  make  up  your  accounts  to  the 
3d  of  this  month,  and  every  shilling  that  will  be  due  to  that 
day  shall  be  paid.  We  are  detennined  to  have  vouchers 
for  whatever  sums  of  money  we  may  pay  of  the  publick 
stock,  and,  therefore,  you  will  excuse  us  in  not  advancing 
large  sums  in  gross. 

We  are  surprised  that  the  contractor  has  not  employed 
some  persons  before  this  to  furnish  your  Company  with  its 
rations.  Surely  he  will  soon  do  it ;  in  the  mean  time,  you 
must  do  as  well  as  you  can  towards  supplying  them. 

We  expect  to  receive  hats  and  breeches  every  day.  We 
ordered  two  and  a  half  barrels  of  powder  to  you  from  Charles 
County,  which  we  suppose  you  have  received.  Lieutenant 
Stewart  had  fifty  muskets  and  bayonets  delivered  to  him, 
with  one  hundred  cartouch-boxes,  &tc.,  and  as  soon  as  we 
get  more  arms,  you  shall  have  your  proportion. 
We  are,  &ic. 

To  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas. 


people  will  ever  consent  to  pay — the  tribute  of  thanks  and 
gratitude  to  their  friends  and  benefactoi-s. 

The  disinterested  and  patriotick  principles  which  led  you 
to  the  field,  have  also  led  you  to  glory  ;  and  it  affords  no  lit- 
tle consolation  to  your  countrymen  to  reflect,  that,  as  a  pe- 
culiar greatness  of  mind  induced  you  to  decline  any  com- 
pensation for  serving  them,  except  the  pleasure  of  promoting 
their  hajjpiness,  they  may,  without  your  permission,  bestow 
upon  you  the  largest  share  of  their  affections  and  esteem. 

Those  pages  in  the  annals  of  America,  will  record  your 
title  to  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  temple  of  fame,  which 
shall  inform  posterity  that,  under  your  directions,  an  undis- 
ciplined band  of  husbandmen,  in  the  coui-se  of  a  few  months, 
became  soldiers ;  and  that  the  desolation  meditated  against 
the  country  by  a  brave  army  of  veterans,  commanded  by 
the  most  experienced  Generals,  but  employed  by  bad  men, 
in  the  worst  of  causes,  w  as,  by  the  fortitude  of  your  troops, 
and  the  address  of  their  officers,  next  to  the  kind  interposi- 
tion of  Providence,  confined  for  near  a  year  within  such 
narrow  limits  as  scarcely  to  admit  more  room  than  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  encampments  and  fortifications  tliey  lately 
abandoned. 

Accept,  therefore,  sir,  the  thanks  of  the  United  Colonies, 
unanimously  declared  by  their  Delegates  to  be  due  to  you, 
and  the  brave  officers  and  troops  under  your  command  ;  and 
be  pleased  to  communicate  to  them  this  distinguished  mark 
of  tlie  approbation  of  their  country. 

The  Congress  have  ordered  a  golden  medal,  adapted  to 
the  occasion,  to  be  struck,  and,  when  finbhed,  to  be  present- 
ed to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  Fresident. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Archibald  Buchanan  could  not  take 
the  money  as  he  expected,  and  promised.  Mr.  Ringgold 
collected  and  brought  up  here  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds 
seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence.  It  has  been  delivered 
into  the' Treasury.  Besides  the  change  for  that  sum,  we 
have  delivered  four  thousand  dollare  to  Mr.  Ringgold,  who 
sets  out  in  a  few  days.  He  will  take  with  him  the  rest  of 
the  money,  and  we  hope  the  plates  and  the  paper  may  be 
sent  off  about  the  same  time. 

We  have  nothing  that  can  be  depended  on  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  powers  the  Conventions  are  to  be  invested  with. 
Whilst  we  are  in  suspense  on  this  head,  we  think  no  step  of 
consequence  could  be  prudently  taken ;  and,  therefore,  do 
not  expect  our  Convention  will  continue  long,  or  go  fully 
into  business.  We  could  wish,  if  agreeable  to  them,  that 
there  might  be  an  adjournment  till  about  the  20th  oi  May, 
with  a  continuance  of  the  present  existing  powers,  if  they 
think  proper. 

We  shall  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  cause  affidavits  to 
be  made,  and  transmitted  to  us,  of  the  time  of  the  capture 
and  recapture  of  Hudson's  ship,  that  we  may  get  the  sal- 
vage (the  quantum  of  which  depends  on  the  time  she  was  in 
possession  of  the  tender)  ascertained  and  paid.  AVe  were 
desired  to  let  the  claim  which  we  made  of  salvage,  rest  till 
the  event  of  another  effort  was  known.  We  hope  the  ship 
is  now  out  of  the  bay. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Thomas  Johnson,  Jon.  R.  Alexander, 
William  Paca,  T.  Stone. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland, 


PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  April  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  gives  me  the  most  sensible  pleasure  to  convey 
to  you,  by  order  of  Congress,  tlie  only  tribute  wliich  a  free 


COMMITTEE  OF    PRIVATES    OF    THE    ASSOCIATOKS  TO    PHILA- 
DELPHIA   COMMITTEE. 

In  CommiUee,  April  2,  1776, 

Gentlemen:  Your  constant  and  unwearied  application 
to  the  duties  of  your  very  important  station,  and  your  earnest 
endeavoure  to  serve  your  country,  and  prevent  the  cruel  at- 
tempts of  interested  persons  to  distress  us,  while  they  call 
for  our  gratitude  and  approbation,  and  strongly  solicit  us  to 
lay  no  unnecessary  burden  upon  you,  yet  give  us  the  plea- 
sing assurance  that  you  will  omit  no  means  in  your  power 
effectually  to  remove  our  present  distresses. 

The  scarcity  of  materials,  the  difficulty  of  procuring  ma- 
nufacturers, and  the  prospect  we  have  before  us  of  being 
obliged  to  neglect  matters  of  great  importance,  and  princi- 
pally to  attend  to  warlike  defence,  all  point  out  the  necessity 
of  maldng  timely  provision  against  our  future  demands.  For 
what  by  monopolizing  in  some  instances,  and  a  real  scarcity 
in  othere,  the  country  begins  already  to  puffer,  and  the  poor 
are  exceedingly  distressed.  And  if  the  case  is  so  now,  in 
the  very  opening  of  the  spring,  what  will  it  be  a  few  months 
hence,  when  the  season  for  importation  is  wholly  over.  It 
becomes  us,  while  we  are  wielding  the  sword  of  self-defence 
against  an  inhuman  invader,  to  take  effectual  care  that  we 
distress  not  ourselves  by  unnecessary  difficulties.  It  is  not 
in  our  power  to  provide  effectually  against  the  necessities  of 
the  people,  without  some  foreign  trade.  The  scarcity  of 
almost  every  species  of  goods  which  we  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  look  upon  as  necessary  to  clothing  and  support, 
the  consequent  high  price  of  them,  and,  above  all,  the  small 
remaining  demand  for  the  produce  of  this  country,  which  is 
now  entirely  cut  off  by  the  Prohibitory  bill,  all  conspire  to 
distress  and  discourage  the  people  ;  and  while  it  is  of  advan- 
tage to  none  but  a  few  adventurous  merchants,  who  run 
great  hazards  to  serve  us,  and  certain  monopolizers,  (whose 
prosperity  arises  from  tlie  miseries  of  mankind.)  it  can  only 
be  effectually  removed  by  opening  a  free  trade. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  any  particular  instances  to 
this  Committee.  The  universal  complaints  of  both  town 
and  country  are  well  known  to  every  one  whose  ears  are  not 
stopped  by  the  prospect  of  private  emolument  arising  from 
our  necessities.  Foreseeing  the  many  calamities  which  must 
follow  a  neglect  of  the  measure,  we  earnestly  request  you, 
gentlemen,  either  directly  to  apply  to  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  Philadel^Ma,  whom  you  represent,  praying 
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them  to  take  every  measure  necessary  to  open  and  secure  an 
immediate  trade  with  such  countries  as  can  supply  us  with 
what  we  most  stand  in  need  of,  and  to  exjjort  tiie  produce 
of  this  country  ;  or  by  some  means  or  other,  to  procure  an 
application  from  the  city  at  large  on  tiiis  head,  as  to  you 
may  seem  best  calculated  to  answer  the  purpose.  We  view 
it  as  a  matter  of  very  great  consequence,  seeing  were  there 
ever  so  mucli  money  struck  for  the  pubiick  exigencies,  while 
the  country  is  debarred  of  the  means  of  liandling  it  through 
the  want  of  a  market  for  their  produce,  it  can  be  of  very 
little  advantage  to  them,  and  will  in  the  end  aftect  its  value. 
And  while  every  mode  of  introducing  gold  and  silver  is 
totally  cut  off,  and  we  stand  in  need  of  so  many  articles 
which  must  be  procured  by  paying  in  specie,  we  are  not 
only  in  danger  of  a  scarcity  of  such  articles,  but  also  of 
having  our  currency  depreciated  ;  as  it  will  be  very  difticult, 
if  not  imjxjssible,  to  support  its  credit  without  introducing 
real  cash  into  the  country  nearly  in  the  same  proportion  to 
the  sums  we  are  obliged  to  strike.  It  is  now  in  our  power 
to  provide  against  these  evils  ;  we  therefore  entreat  you  to 
fall  on  some  effectual  means  for  the  purpose,  and  to  take 
sucli  measures  as  will  for  the  future  prevent  forestalling,  and 
oblige  the  present  monopolizers  to  sell  their  stock  on  hand 
at  the  generous  prices  you  have  allowed  them ;  and  in  doing 
of  this,  you  may  rest  assured  of  our  strenuous  support.  We 
are  happy  in  assuring  you  that,  as  far  as  we  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  conversing  with  our  fellow-citizens,  it  is  what  they 
greatly  desire,  and  that  it  can  meet  with  no  opposition  ex- 
cept from  disaffected  persons.  We  beg  leave  to  conclude 
with  tlianking  you  in  the  warmest  manner  for  the  memorial 
you  have  sent  into  the  House  of  Assembly  to  induce  them 
to  rescind  their  instructions  to  our  Delegates  in  Congress,  as 
we  are  persuaded  that,  from  the  delicate  situation  of  our  af- 
faii's,  any  instructions  whicl)  may  prevent  them  from  uniting 
with  a  majority  of  the  Colonies,  must  be  of  very  dangerous 
consequence. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Privates. 

William  Adcock,  President. 

To  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  City  and  Liberties 
of  Philadelphia. 

Moved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  given  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Inspection  for  the  steps  they  have  taken  to  prevent 
the  monopolizing  and  too  high  price  of  Goods,  and  to  assure 
them  that  this  Committee  will  support  them  as  far  as  in  their 
power  in  every  measure  for  the  pubiick  safety  and  welfare. 

Moved,  That  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Shubart  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  deliver  this  vote  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
William  Adcock,  President. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes : 

James  Cannon,  Clerk. 

CHESTER   COUNTY    (PENNSYLVANIA)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Chester,  April  2,  1776. 

Information  being  lodged  with  this  Committee  that  a  cer- 
tain Abel  Green,  of  this  County,  had  expressed  himself  in 
terms  inimical  to  America,  and  against  the  measures  adopted 
for  the  protection  of  the  liberties  of  these  Colonies, 

Resolved,^  That  Mr.  Green  be  immediately  sent  for  to 
appear  before  this  Committee. 

Mr.  Green  attended  accordingly,  and  made  the  following 
concessions,  viz : 

"  Whereas,  I,  the  subscriber,  have  expressed  myself  in 
terms  inimical  to  American  liberty,  derogatory  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  injurious  to  the  character  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Chester  County  ;  but  being  now  conscious  of  my 
error,  do  thus  publickly  acknowledge  my  fault,  and  do  so- 
lenmly  promise  to  avoid  in  future  all  ungenerous  reflections 
upon,  or  opposition  to,  such  measures  as  are  or  may  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  protection  of  the  liberties  of  these  Colonies. 

"Witness  my  hand,  this  3d  day  oi April,  1776. 

"  Abel  Green." 

Extract  fixjm  the  Minutes : 

Caleb  Davis,  Secretary. 


often  promised,  and  as  often  disappointed  them  of,  owing  to 
the  failure  of  payment  agreeable  to  the  encouragement  in 
General  Orders  issued  from  Head-Quarters  last  fall.  We 
have,  however,  so  flattered  the  men  with  a  prospect  of  im- 
mediately receiving  their  wages,  or  at  least  a  part  thereof, 
that  we  have  got  them  (though  not  without  difficulty)  to  this 
place,  where  both  they  and  we  are  in  want  of  the  necessa- 
ries of  lilt',  for  want  of  that  money  which  is  justly  due  to 
us,  and  which,  in  our  present  situation,  we  cannot  comfort- 
ably subsist  without.  We  therefore  pray  you  would  repre- 
sent to  his  Honour  the  General  our  pitiable  case,  and  en- 
deavour that  some  money  may  be  procured,  or  that  we  may 
be  disbanded  from  that  service,  which  we  should  leave  with 
the  greatest  reluctance,  and,  from  Revolution  principles, 
would  willingly  risk  our  lives  in. 

We  are,  with  great  respect  to  you,  sir,  and  our  other 
Field-Officers,  your  obedient  humble  servants, 

George  Reid,  Michael  McCleary, 

Sylvanus  Walker,  Robert  Barnett, 
Joshua  Abbott,  Jesse  Kan, 

Elisha  Woodbury,  Henry  Jenkinson, 
Samuel  Richards,  Abiel  Chandler, 
Amos  Morrill,  John  Pattin, 

Thomas  Hardy,  Timothy  Blake, 

Joseph  Soper,  Ephraim  Colby, 

Daniel  Livermore,       Thomas  Richard. 
To  Colonel  John  StarJc, 


general  heath  to  new-york  committee  of  safety. 

New-York,  April  2,  1776. 

Sib:  It  appears  necessary  that  some  persons  who,  it 
is  said,  are  aiding  and  assisting  our  unnatural  enemies  with 
provisions,  and  even  recruits,  should  be  detected  and 
secured.  I  therefore  request  that,  with  the  greatest  secrecy, 
you  would  furnish  me  by  eleven  o'clock  this  day  with  three 
or  four  guides,  well  knowing  the  houses  and  persons  of  one 
Justice  Hulet  and  Thomas  Cornel,  of  Rockaway,  (Long- 
Island  ;)  Isaac  Denton,  of  Hog-Island  Inlet,  and  one  Lieu- 
tenant Thomas  Hulet,  whose  place  of  abode  I  do  not  know. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  most  humble  servant, 

W.  Heath. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-York. 


ALBANY   committee   TO   NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Albany  Committee-Chamber,  April  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Of  the  four  battalions  intended  to  be  raised 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  five  companies  are  now  re- 
cruiting in  this  City  and  County.  But  the  officers  of  those 
companies  meet  with  great  difficulties  in  completing  their 
respective  complements  of  men,  through  want  of  cash.  As 
we  have  understood  that  certain  sums  have  been  allotted 
for  this  necessary  service,  we  therefore  apply  to  you  to  take 
this  matter  into  consideration,  and  transmit  to  the  Colonel  of 
the  battalion  (if  known)  or  to  the  General,  or  this  Commit- 
tee, the  money  you  deem  necessary  for  this  service. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 
o(  New-York. 


representation  to  colonel  JOHN  stark,  from  the 

OFFICERS    of    his    REGIMENT. 

New- York,  April  2,  1776. 

Sir:  We,  the  officers  of  your  regiment,  are  continually 
importuned  by  the  rank  and  file  for  cash,  which  we  have 


COLONEL    NICOLL    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Fort  Constitution,  April  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  This  day  Captain  Harmanus  Cuylcr  stop- 
ped here,  laden  with  peas;  and,  by  my  order,  had  one 
hundred  bushels  taken  out  for  the  use  of  this  and  the  other 
fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  and  have  given  him  my  re- 
ceipt for  them.  Gentlemen,  as  necessity  has  no  law,  I  hope 
you  will  not  blame  me.  And  as  you  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  this  garrison,  where  we  have  a  number  of 
people  sick,  and  no  vegetables,  to  prevent  mutinies,  deser- 
tions, and  for  the  good  of  the  cause,  by  the  advice  of  the  Com- 
missioners and  ofiicers,  I  have  done  it,  and  hope  you  will  be 
pleased  to  order  them  paid  for,  and  my  receipt  taken  up. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  esteem,  your  humble  ser- 

^^"*'  Isaac  Nicoll. 

To  the  iVeuvForZc  Congress. 
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GENERAIi    SCHITYLEH    TO    PRESIDENT    OV    CONGRESS. 

[Read  15th  April,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr. 
8.  Adams.] 

Albany,  April  2,  1776. 

Sib  :  After  an  absence  of  five  days,  I  yesterday  returned 
from  the  northward.  Nine  of  the  cannon  are  arrived  at 
Fort  George,  the  remaining  five  will  reach  it  on  this  day  or 
to-morrow. 

Tiie  weather  is  now  become  mucii  more  moderate,  so 
that  I  hope  the  troops,  wiio  are  daily  filing  oft"  from  hence, 
will  meet  with  little,  if  any,  detention  at  Lake-George. 

General   Thomas  arrived   here   on   Thursday,  and  will 
move  in  a  very  few  days.    As  the  season  is  so  far  advanced 
that  it  might  be  possible  for  the  enemy  to  reinforce  Que- 
beck  before  he  could  reach  it,  unless  he  goes  by  water, 
we  have  both  concluded  that  it  will  be  most  prudent  to 
take  as  many  batteaus  as  may  be  necessary  to  convey  the 
troops,  baggage,  artillery,  and  stores,  down  the  Sorrel  and 
St.  Laierence :  besides  the  despatch  which  this  will  give,  it 
will  relieve  the  men  from  the  almost  insuperable  fatigue  of 
a  march  of  two  hundred  miles,  in  roads  that  will  be  ex- 
tremely deep,  and  also  save  the  heavy  expense  of  the  land 
transportation  ;  nor  can  he  do  without  a  number  of  batteaus 
in  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  bring  provisions  from  Chambly. 
For  all  this  service,  about  seventy  batteaus  may  suffice,  and 
we  shall    then  have   about  an  equal  number  left  in  the 
lakes — a  number  much  too  small,  under  the  situation  that 
our  affairs  will,  in  all  probability,  soon  be  in  in  Canada;  for 
I  can  hardly  doubt  but  that  the  enemy  will  send  a  very 
formidable  body  of  troops  into  Canada,  and  the  greater  in 
pro])oition  as  they  can  have  little  or  no  hopes  of  aid  from 
tlie  Canadians ;  nor,  indeed,  do  I  expect  that  we  shall  have 
much  from  them.     At  all  events,  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
depend  upon  it ;  and,  therefore,  I  most  heartily  wish  to  see 
a  respectable  body  of  troops  immediately  sent  into  Canada, 
in  addition  to  those  which  Congress  have  destined  to  that 
service,  which  are  so  ver}'  incomplete  that  General  Thomas 
will  not  have  above  five  thousand  men,  exclusive  of  Cana- 
dians ;  and  one  thousand  at  least  of  these  will  be  occupied 
in  garrisoning  Montreal,  St.  John's,  Stc,  and  in  bringing  on 
the  provisions  to  the  Army  from  Chambly.     Five  regiments 
would  not  be  too  many  ;  for  in  that  country  our  entire  de- 
pendance  must  be  on  the  soldiery ;  whereas,  in  these  Colo- 
nies our  armies  can  be  almost  instantaneously  augmented 
out  of  the  Militia,  who  will  readily  run  to  arms  here ;  but  I 
am  confident  that,  should  General  Thomas  call  on  me  in  an 
hour  of  distress  for  assistance,  I  should  not  be  able  to  pro- 
cure three  hundred  Militia  to  go  into  Canada.     Permit  me 
to  suggest  that,  should  Congress  be  convinced  of  the  neces- 
sity of  complying  with  my  wish,  some  of  the  troops  lately 
arrived  at  ISew-  York  from  Boston  might  be  sent  by  water. 
The  four  regiments  raising  in  this  Colony,  if  the  terms  of 
tlieir  inlistment  were  out  of  the  question,  would  neverthe- 
less be  improper,  as  I  do  not  suppose  they  will  be  com- 
pleted in  less  than  three  weeks,  if  so  soon,  and  after  all  will 
be  most  miserably  armed.     In  this  view  of  things,  I  have 
ordered  thirty  more  batteaus  to  be  constructed. 

Enclose  you,  sir,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Deane.  I 
agree  that  a  meeting  with  the  Caughnaivagas  may  be  at- 
tended with  happy  effects ;  but  as  we  shall  in  all  proba- 
bility have  a  conference  with  the  Six  Nations  as  soon  as 
they  have  concluded  their  meeting  at  Onondaga,  I  shall,  for 
the  present,  defer  saying  anything  on  the  subject  to  him. 

I  also  enclose  copies  of  sundry  affidavits  that  have  been 
sent  me  from  Tryon  County.  Though  I  am  well  aware 
that  the  Mohawks  are,  in  general,  unfriendly  to  us,  yet  I 
cannot  imagine  that  there  is  any  just  cause  of  fear  from  the 
Indians  in  general.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  this  conclu- 
sion from  the  silence  of  Mr.  Deane  and  Mr.  Kirkland.  I 
shall,  however,  keep  a  watchful  eye,  that  we  may  not  ex- 
perience the  disgrace  and  calamity  of  a  surprise.  As  soon 
as  I  received  General  Washington's  letters,  advising  me  of 
the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  Ministerial  Army  from  Boston, 
I  sent  a  message  to  the  Six  Nations,  of  which  you  have  a 
copy  enclosed.  The  indefatigable  industry  of  the  Tories, 
who  pervert  every  account,  made  it  necessary  that  I  should 
invite  a  few  of  them,  that  they  might  have  ocular  demon- 
stration of  what  I  asserted  respecting  our  armies.  I  have 
great  hopes  that  this  account,  which  they  will  receive  whilst 
in  conference  at  Onondaga,  will  have  a  good  effect  on  their 
deliberations. 


As  I  have  heard  nothing  more  of  the  pork  General  Lee 
ordered  to  be  sent  here,  I  have  requested  General  lliomp- 
son  to  send  me  five  hundred  barrels,  as  what  will  suffice 
until  I  can  have  the  detemiination  of  Congress  respecting 
the  pork  I  wrote  for  some  tin)e  since. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  most  unfeigned  esteem  and  respect, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

Oneida,  March  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  Since  I  had  the  honour  to  address  my  last  to  you, 
which  informed  that  Mr.  Butler,  in  his  late  interview  with 
the  Six  Nations,  had  spoken  to  them  of  nothing  but  peace, 
I  have  been  fully  persuaded  that  the  information  which  the 
people  of  this  place  received  respecting  that  interview,  was 
not  to  be  d(>pended  on  ;  and  that  the  Oneidas,  on  account 
of  their  well-known  attachment  to  the  Colonists,  are  not  at 
present  very  likely  to  be  rightly  informed.     There  is  now  a 
large  party  of  Onondagas  and  (^uigogas  in  this  town,  who 
came  down  on  pretence  of  condoling  the  death  of  the  Cagg. 
After  the  ceremonies  of  condolence  were  finished,  the  Qui- 
goga  Sachem,  in  a  long  and  very  spirited  speech,  reproved 
the  Oneidas  for  their  late  conduct  in  several  instances ;  par- 
ticularly their  paying  less  attention  to  the  ancient  Coimcil- 
fire  at  Onondaga  than  that  lately  rekindled  at  Albany; 
adding,  that  the  people  who  conversed  with  them  at  the 
latter  Council-fire,  were  very  deceitful,  and  if  ever  they 
should  overcome  the  King's  Troops,  would  directly  turn 
their  force  against   the  Indians.     He   observed    that   the 
white  people  were  not  to  be  depended  on,  but  that  their 
Indian  allies  to  the  westward,  with  whose  disposition  he 
was  well  acquainted,  were  ready  for  their  assistance.     His 
manner  of  expression  seemed  to  raise  a  jealousy  in   the 
minds  of  our  friends  here,  that  some  plan  w&s  formed  to  the 
westward,  into  the  secret  of  which  they  had  not  been  ad- 
mitted.    He  likewise  reproved  them    for  their   design  of 
sending  for  Mr.  Butler,  in  which  he  accused  them  of  an  in- 
clination to  intermeddle  in  the  present  quarrel ;  to  which 
the  Oneidas  replied,  that  they  had  suspended  that  matter 
till  they  should  see  whether  it  met  with  the  approbation  of 
the  whole  confederacy,  which  would  determine  their  con- 
duct in  the  affair.     They  thanked  their  brethren  for  their 
care  not  to  let  them  violate  the  firm  agreement  lately  made 
with  their  brethern  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies,  to  main- 
tain the  strictest  neutrality  in  the  present  dispute ;  and  as- 
sured them  that,  though  they  had  interested  themselves  in 
behalf  of  some  of  their  old  friends  and  neighbours  who  had 
involved  themselves  in  trouble  on  account  of  the  part  they 
had  acted  against  the  liberties  of  the  country,  yet  for  the 
future  that  they  would  not  do  it  again,  in  any,  even  the 
least  instance,  but  would  maintain  the  most  punctilious  neu- 
trality.    Observing  further,  that  they  thought  it  very  likely 
that  Sir  John,  on  account  of  the  deceitful  part  he  had  acted 
since  his  late  engagements  at  Johnstown,  would  soon  be 
removed ;  and  should  such  a  thing  happen  they  hoped  that 
none  of  the  Six  Nations  would  take  the  least  notice  of  it, 
but  let  the  white  people  conduct  their  own  affairs  as  they 
pleased.     But  what  offended  the  Quigogas  most  was,  the 
conduct  of  the  Oneidas  in  delivering  up  the.  hatchet,  in 
which  affair  they  accused  them  of  acting  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  rest  of  the  confederacy,  and  contrary  to  a 
firm  agreement,  which  they  said  had  been  made,  to  deliver 
it  up  to  the  party  who  gave  it.     They  at  the  same  time 
informed  the  Oneidas  that  they  were  then  on  their  way  to 
Albany,  to  recover  the  hatchet,  with  a  view  to  deliver  it  up 
to  Mr.  Butler,  and  desired  them  to  depute  a  number  of 
their  warriors  to  accompany   them  on   the  same    errand. 
The  Oneidas,  in  reply,  not  only  explained,  and  justified 
their  conduct  in  that  affair,  refused  to  send  a  deputation  of 
their  people  with  them,  but  also  requested  them  to  prevent 
those  suspicions  and  jealousies  which  such  a  step  would 
unavoidably  create  in  the  minds  of  their  brethren,  the  Colo- 
nists, by  immediately  returning  home.     The  disputes  be- 
tween the  parties  ran  very  high  ;  at  length,  however,  after 
much  altercation  and  debate,  the  (^uigogas  agreed  to  re- 
turn back,  which  they  did  with  evident  symptoms  of  disaf- 
fection and  disgust. 

The   Oneidas  look  upon  Niagara  as  the  place  from  ' 
whence  proceeds  the  cause  of  this  sudden  and  unexpected 
change  in  the  minds  of  their  brethren ;  and  some,  in  private 
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conversation,  declare  it  as  their  opinion  tliat  the  capture  of 
that  fort  is  the  only  thing  that  will  unite  the  minds  of  the 
Indians  in  their  friendship  to  the  Colonies.  Several  ex- 
presses have  passed  this  place  from  Sir  John  Johnson  to 
Niagara  since  the  capitulation  at  Johnstown; — the  firet 
very  soon  after  the  above-mentioned  transaction,  who,  when 
they  passed  this  place,  pretended  they  were  only  going  to 
the  Seneca  country  after  horees ;  but,  on  their  arrival  at 
Onondaga,  declared  they  were  sent  express  by  Sir  John 
with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Butler.  The  others  passed  this  place 
within  a  few  days  after  the  return  of  the  Oneidas,  who  were 
down  at  Albany  on  the  affaii-  respecting  Colonel  Butler, 
and,  as  I  have  since  heard,  conveyed  letters  to  Mr.  Butler 
from  Sir  John  and  some  othei-s.  In  short,  the  Mohawks  are 
frequently  passing  and  repassing,  without  any  other  apparent 
business  than  that  of  carriers  to  and  from  Niagara.  A  large 
party  of  the  Senecas  are  already  arrived  at  the  central  Coun- 
cil-House, and  deputations  from  the  several  tribes  in  Canada 
are  daily  expected  at  the  same  place.  One  of  the  (^uigoga 
Chiefs,  who  appeal's  friendly  to  the  country,  and  is  a  par- 
ticular friend  of  Mr.  Kirkland,  has  just  now  been  here,  and 
informs  that  about  "one  hundred  Senecas  have  lately  met 
Mr.  Butler,  at  Niagara ;  that  Mr.  Butler  told  them  that  the 
Colonists  had  shut  up  the  passes  into  the  country,  and  as- 
sured them  that  the  Indians  would  be  undone,  unless  some 
way  could  be  opened  to  admit  Mv.  Johnson  into  the  coun- 
try upon  his  return  in  the  spring ;  and  that  he  requested 
their  assistance  to  do  it,  which  they  had  promised  to  give 
him."  He  further  informs,  "  that,  upon  the  return  of  the 
party,  three  of  their  principal  men,  who  had  not  been  down, 
and  were  displeased  at  what  then-  people  had  done,  were 
set  out  for  Niagara  to  see  Mr.  Butler."  The  principal 
Sachem  of  the  Tuscaroras  is  lately  dead.  The  Oneidas 
and  Tuscaroras,  therefore,  cannot  attend  the  grand  meeting 
till  his  funeral  obsequies  are  performed. 

I  would  beg  the  favour  of  a  line.  The  Indians  are  very 
hungry  for  news.  I  hardly  need  suggest,  sir,  that  a  word 
of  encouragement  to  our  friends  in  this  place  would,  at  this 
time,  strengthen  their  friendship,  and  induce  them  to  perse- 
vere in  that  line  of  friendly  conduct  which  they  have  hitherto 
invariably  pursued  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
disputes. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant,  j^^^  ^^^^ 

To  General  Schuyler. 

Oneida,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  Some  of  the  Sachems  of  this  place  were  with  me 
last  evening,  and  desired  me  to  write  your  Honour  as  follow- 
eth: 

"  Brother  :  It  is  with  great  pleasure  we  now  inform 
you  of  the  success  of  the  message  sent  last  summer  from 
Albany  to  our  brethren  of  Caughnawaga,  and  the  seven 
tribes  in  Canada.  They  have  at  length  arose  from  their 
seats,  and  directed  their  faces  towards  our  central  Council- 
House,  and  several  days  since  entered  our  doors.  Some  of 
the  Senecas  now  in  Canada  insisted  ujMn  their  going  di- 
rectly to  Onondaga ;  but  they  refused,  alleging  as  a  reason, 
upon  their  arrival,  that  they  chose  to  come  first  to  us,  be- 
cause we  were  of  one  heart  and  one  mind  with  themselves, 
and  as  our  people  were  sent  to  call  them,  they  thought 
proper  to  follow  the  steps  of  our  messengers,  and  to  be  led 
by  us  to  the  Council-House  of  the  Six  Nations.  We  are 
extremely  glad  to  find  such  a  disposition  in  our  brethren, 
and  are  in  constant  expectation  of  a  message  from  Onon- 
daga to  call  us  to  the  meeting ;  and  we  heartily  wish  for  the 
Divine  assistance  to  enable  us  to  maintain  peace  and  har- 
mony in  this  quarter. 

"  Our  brethren  from  Canada  determine,  after  the  meet- 
ing, to  take  the  most  direct  course  home,  unless  you  should 
send  and  desire  an  interview  with  them  at  Albany.  The 
Sachems  and  warriors  at  this  place  are  all  in  health  and 
peace,  and  take  this  opportunity  to  present  our  respects  to 
you  and  Ojageghti,  alias  Mr.  Douvi." 

Thus  far  the  Sachems. 

The  Canadian  Indians,  I  believe,  sir,  have  a  desire  to 
visit  your  Honour  in  their  way  home,  had  they  but  an  invi- 
tation ;  and  perhaps  an  interview  with  them  might  be  im- 
proved to  very  good   purpose,  especially  as  the  hatchets 


(which  the  humane  Mr.  Johnson  dispersed  among  them)  are 
still  in  their  hands,  and  some  of  their  people  are  consider- 
ably influenced  by  the  Senecas,  who  have  ever  been  un- 
friendly to  the  Colonies. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

James  Deane. 
To  General  Schuyler. 

The  Testimony  q/"  Godfrey  Shew. 
Tryon  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Jellis  Fonda,  Esq.,  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Quorum  for  said  County, 
Godfrey  Sheic,  and  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith : 

That,  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  March  instant,  he,  the 
deponent,  was  at  his  dwelling-house  at  Sacondaga,  in  com- 
pany with  three  of  the  Mohawk  Indians,  when  he,  the  de- 
ponent, heard  them  say  that  in  about  six  weeks'  time  he, 
the  deponent,  would  see  a  fine  dance  among  the  Yankees. 
Then  the  deponent  replied,  What  will  you  do  with  them  ? 
The  said  Indians  gave  for  answer,  that  they  would  kill, 
scalp,  and  burn  them,  the  said  Yankees.  The  deponent 
said.  You  will  not  hurt  me  and  my  family,  will  you  ?  The 
Indians  replied.  No ;  we  will  give  you  notice  time  enough 
to  go  away.  At  the  same  time.  Squire  Collins  was  passing 
by  with  some  of  the  New-England  people  in  a  sled,  about 
a  hundred  yards  distant,  when  the  deponent  saw  one  of  the 
Indians  cock  his  rifle  and  bring  it  up  to  his  face,  at  the 
same  time  swearing  he  would  shoot  the  said  Collins  through 
the  left  eye.  Then  the  deponent  took  hold  of  the  rifle  and 
held  it  from  his  face ;  and  when  they  went  away,  they  shook 
hands  with  the  deponent,  and  declared  they  would  give  him 
timely  notice. 

The  deponent  further  saith,  That  he  asked  the  Indium 
how  strong  they  were.  The  said  Indians  informed  the  de- 
ponent that  Colonel  Croghan  was  coming  with  the  Chero- 
kees  by  the  way  of  Niagara  and  Fort  Stanioii:,  and  would 
kill  and  burn  the  people  from  that  place  to  Schenectady. 
Further  saith  not  the  deponent. 

Godfrey  Shew. 

Caughnawaga,  March  25th,  1776 :  Sworn  before 

Jellis  Fonda,  Justice. 
He  said  the  Lidian's  name  was  David,  a  Mohawk. 

The  Testimony  o/*  Fanny  Kelly  and  Polly  Conner. 

Tryon  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Jellis  Fonda,  Esq.,  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Quorum  for  said  County, 
Fanny  Kelly  and  Folly  Conner,  and  being  duly  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith : 

That,  on  or  about  the  17th  day  of  March  instant,  were  at 
the  house  of  Thomas  Harris,  at  Sacondaga,  and  one  of  the 
Mohawk  Indians  being  present,  viz :  Joseph  McElesson, 
when  the  said  Joseph  advised  the  said  Fanny  Kelly  not  to 
go  to  Stone-Arabia ;  and  that  Stone-Arabia  and  Canajo- 
harie  would  be  cut  off  and  burned  as  soon  as  the  snow  was 
gone.  And  the  said  Joseph  further  informed  the  deponent 
that  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Onondagas  was  killed  at  Cana- 
da, otherwise  all  would  have  been  well ;  but  now  it  was  all 
over.  And  the  said  Joseph  further  said  that  he  had  killed 
two  Yankees,  and  that  he  had  told  General  Schuyler  of  it, 
and  was  not  afraid  to  tell  anybody  of  it.     Further  saith  not. 

Fanny  ^  Kelly. 

mark. 

Polly  x  Conner. 

mark. 

Caughnawaga,  March  25th,  1776:  Sworn  before  me, 

Jellis  Fonda,  Justice. 

The  Testimony  of  Captain  Henry  Hanson. 

Tryon  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Jellis  Fonda,  Esq.,  one 
of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Quonim  for  said  County, 
Captain  Henry  Hanson,  of  the  MohawVs  country,  and 
being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
deposeth  and  saith : 

That  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  March  instant,  one  of 
the  Mohmok  Indians  (Hoonce  Dowick  by  name)  asked 
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the  deponent  if  he  was  not  afraid.  The  deponent  said,  For 
what?  The  said  David  said,  as  soon  as  the  leaves  come 
out,  the  foreign  Indians  would  come  down  and  cut  off  the 
Mohawk  River.  And  the  deponent  further  saith  :  That  he 
heard  a  Mohawk  squaw  say,  she  wished  all  the  Indians 
were  as  tnie  to  the  country  as  slie  and  her  son,  and  then 
tliere  would  be  no  disturbance.     Further  saith  not. 

Hendrick  Hansen. 

Caughnawaga,  March  25th,  1776 :  Sworn  before  me, 

Jellis  Fonda,  Justice. 


Hie  Testimony  o/ Abraham  David  Quackenboss. 

Tryon  CorNxy: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Jellis  Fonda,  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  County,  Abraham 
D.  (^iwckenboss,  and  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists of  Almighty  God,  dcposcth  and  saith  : 

That  on  the  24th  day  of  March  instant,  he,  the  depo- 
nent, being  at  his  dwelling-house  at  Caughnawaga,  in  com- 
pany with  David,  a  Mohawk  Indian,  he,  said  David,  asked 
the  deponent  whether  Adojiijah  Stansbury  was  a  Whig  or  a 
Tory.  The  deponent  said,  He  is  a  Whig.  "  Aye,"  says 
David,  "  you  are  all  glad  now,  but  in  less  than  two  months' 
time  you  will  be  sorry."  The  said  David  further  infonned 
the  deponent,  that  Abraham,  one  of  the  Mohawk  chiefs, 
was  gone  to  a  treaty  at  Onondaga ;  and  that  he,  the  said 
Abraham,  gave  orders  to  them,  the  said  Mohawks,  to  stay 
at  home,  and  not  to  go  a  hunting  until  he  returned ;  and  the 
said  David  said  they  should  know  what  to  do  when  he  re- 

™®  *  Abraham  Quackenboss. 

Caughnawaga,  25th  March,  1776 :  Sworn  before  me, 

Jellis  Fonda,  Justice. 

General  Schuyler's  Message  to  the  Six  Nations,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  Enemy  being  driven  out  q/"  Boston. 

Brothers,  Sachems,  and  Warriors  of  the  Six  Nations  : 

I  have  heretofore  promised  that  when  I  received  any 
news  of  consequence,  I  should  let  you  know  it.  I  rejoice, 
therefore,  that  an  opportunity  offere  to  acquaint  you  that 
the  Army  of  our  enemies,  which  has  so  long  kept  posses- 
sion of  our  town  of  Boston,  has  lately  been  driven  out  of  it. 
Our  enemy,  knowing  that  we  were  loth  to  knock  down  so 
fine  and  large  a  town  as  Boston,  especially  as  the  houses  in 
it  belonged  to  our  friends,  thought  themselves  very  secure 
until  towards  the  latter  part  of  winter,  w  hen  they  were  in- 
formed that  we  intended  to  attack  them ;  at  which  they 
were  so  much  frightened  that,  in  order  to  prevent  it,  they 
spread  the  small-pox  through  every  part  of  the  town,  well 
knowing  that  the  greatest  part  of  our  Army  had  never  had 
it.  This  barbarous  act  so  exasperated  our  Army,  that  they 
were  resolved  to  drive  such  a  wicked  set  away,  although 
they  should  be  obliged  to  burn  the  town ;  and  therefore  our 
chief  warrior,  Washington,  on  the  4th  of  this  month,  ordered 
his  warriors  to  begin  a  cannonade,  and  to  take  possession  of 
a  place  from  whence  he  could  more  easily  annoy  the  ene- 
my ;  %\  hich  he  did,  without  opposition,  as  they  were  afraid 
to  come  out  and  fight  him.  No  sooner  had  he  erected  bat- 
teries on  this  place,  and  brought  our  cannon  there,  which 
was  on  the  16th  day  of  the  month,  but  the  enemy  imme- 
diately went  on  board  their  ships,  and  ran  away  to  sea  on 
the  17th.  But  they  went  off  in  such  a  hurry  that  they  left 
thirty  large  pieces  of  cannon,  two  mortars,  a  great  many 
shot  and  shells,  all  the  fine  horses  which  they  brought  from 
England  to  mount  their  soldiers  on  to  ride  through  our 
country,  twenty  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  salt,  and  a  great  many  other  things.  Thus,  brothers, 
has  the  great  God  blessed  our  arms,  and  relieved  tiie  town 
of  Boston  from  its  oppressors. 

Brothers,  it  is  probable  that  these  runaways  will  attempt 
to  land  on  some  other  part  of  this  great  Island.  We  wish 
they  may  ;  for,  wherever  they  go,  they  will  meet  a  sufficient 
number  of  our  warriors  to  withstand  them.  We  have  ten 
thousand  men  now  at  New-  York. 

Brothers,  the  King's  evil  counsellors,  finding  that  they 
could  not  get  warriors  enough  of  their  own  in  all  England 
to  fight  us,  applied  to  the  Bussia7is  for  twenty  thousand  men, 
to  join  them.  When  the  French  King  heard  this,  he  sent 
Lis  Ambassador  to  England,  to  tell  the  King's  evil  counsel- 


lors, that  if  they  carried  any  Bussians  to  the  great  Island  of 
America,  he  would  send  his  warriors  to  oppose  them  and 
assist  us ;  for  that  we  were  a  good  and  a  brave  people, 
who  only  fought  for  our  liberties,  and  he  would  not  see  us 
oppressed. 

Thus,  brothers,  all  goes  well  with  us.  The  French  King, 
who  was  formeriy  our  enemy,  is  now  our  friend.  He  has 
already  seven  thousand  warriors  at  Martinico.  These  may 
be  easily  brought  here.  But  we  believe  we  shall  not  w  ant 
them,  as  we  have  men  enough,  great  guns  in  plenty,  and  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  powder  and  ball. 

Brothers,  I  have  formeriy  told  you  that  you  will  never 
find  us  false  or  liars.  I  know  that  some  of  our  enemies  will 
send  to  you  to  contradict  what  I  have  said ;  but  you  can 
tell  such  people  that  I  have  invited  you,  as  1  now  most  sin- 
cerely do,  to  send  two  or  tliree  Sachems,  or  warriors,  that 
have  had  the  small-pox,  to  Boston  and  to  ]\'etv-York,  to  see 
with  their  own  eyes,  and  be  convinced  of  the  truth. 

Brothers,  if  you  send  any,  I  will  take  care  that  they 
shall  be  accommodated  in  the  best  manner,  both  going  and 
coming,  and  whilst  they  stay  there ;  and  I  doubt  not  but 
when  tliese  return,  you  will  treat  all  liars  as  they  deserve, 
and  will  have  greater  reasons  than  ever  to  rejoice  that  you 
have  such  good  and  such  powerful  brethren  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Colonies. 

Brothere,  accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  your 
prosperity ;  and  be  assured  you  will  be  a  happy  people 
whilst  you  remain  in  love  and  friendship  with  us,  and  that 
I  will  do  my  utmost  to  make  you  love  me  as  much  as  I 
do  you. 

Brothers  of  the  Oneida  Nation :  I  desire  that  you  will 
send  this  speech  forward  to  the  other  brothers  of  llie  Six 
Nations. 

From  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland  to  General  Schuyler. 

Oneida,  March  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  the  face  of  things  among  the 
Wesfem  Tribes  of  the  Confederacy  begins  to  change,  and 
appears  different  from  what  our  expectations  promised  at  the 
last  treaty,  held  in  Albany.  It  is  very  evident  their  minds 
are  poisoned  by  some  enemy  to  the  lilierties  of  the  Colonies. . 
Such  vile  and  iniquitous  sentiments  as  these  are  still  propo- 
gated  and  prevail  among  the  Western  Tribes,  viz :  "  That 
the  white  people,  particularly  the  Americans,  are  in  nature 
treacherous  and  deceitful ;  have  no  true  friendship  for  the 
Indians ;  and  are  not  to  be  depended  on  for  aid  and  pro- 
tection. Should  they  conquer  in  the  present  contest,  no 
sooner  have  they  obtained  victory  but  they  will  turn  about 
and  fall  upon  the  Indians." 

This,  indeed,  is  no  new,  but  the  very  same  old  tune 
which  Colonel  Johnson  played  so  long  upon,  altiiough  he 
confined  it  chiefly  to  New-England  and  Virginia.  One 
might  think  it  would  have  become  threadbare  before  this 
time.  1  am  certain  I  have  heard  the  governing  notes,  upon 
the  same  key,  for  several  years  past ;  but  some  one,  it 
seems,  has  lately  trumped  it  up  so  high,  that  it  sounds 
very  briskly  in  a  savage  ear. 

Mr.  Deane  has  given  your  Honour,  in  his  letter  of  yester- 
day, a  general  account  of  what  has  lately  taken  place  here 
in  a  meeting  with  the  Onondagas  and  Cayugas.  The  Onei- 
das,  in  this  affair,  manifested  an  unshaken  friendshi|)  for 
the  Colonies,  and  a  firm  attachment  to  the  Council-fire  at 
Albany.  Many  of  the  Indians  have  observed  to  me,  that 
they  never  knew  debates  so  warm,  and  contention  so  fierce, 
to  have  hajipened  between  these  two  brothers  (the  Oneidas 
and  Cayugas)  since  the  commencement  of  their  union.  The 
disputes  continued  with  great  spirit  for  three  days,  succes- 
sively, before  the  Oneidas  prevailed. 

By  Mr.  Deane's  letter,  your  Honour  will  find  that  a  cor- 
respondence has  been  carried  on  for  some  time  past,  and  is 
still  continued,  between  Johnstown  and  Niagara ;  and  some 
of  the  Mohawks  become  news-carriers  and  propagators  of 
injurious  false  reports  among  the  upper  nations.  The  pre- 
tended friendship  and  boasted  fidelity  of  those  Mohawks 
seem  to  turn  out  mere  delusion  and  peifidy,  at  least  in  the 
most  of  them ;  and  no  marvel,  they  have  so  long  been  made 
use  of  as  mere  tools  of  State,  and  accustomed  to  such 
hackneyed  service.  We  cannot  expect  to  find  in  them  even 
the  remains  of  a  principle  of  honour  and  virtue. 

The  Onondaga  cliiefs  informed  Mr.  Deane  that  one  Wil- 
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Ham,  a  natural  son  of  the  late  Sir  JfWiam,  is  now  at  Onon- 
daga, the  central  Council-House,  waiting  for  tlie  result  of 
the  approaching  meeting  to  be  held  there ;  that  he  was  sent 
to  said  place  by  Colonel  Butler,  with  orders  to  return  im- 
mediately to  Niagara,  upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  Council. 

Some  of  our  most  judicious  and  warm  friends  of  the  tribe 
have,  in  private  convei-sation,  expressed  their  fears  of  what 
might  take  place  among  the  Western  Tribes  the  ensuing 
spring,  by  means  of  Colonel  Butler ;  and  give  it  as  their 
opinion,  that  your  Honour  will  not  be  able  to  preserve,  any 
long  time,  the  union  and  friendship  of  the  Six  Nations,  with- 
out the  reduction  of  a  certain  post  at  the  westward.  How- 
ever, they  seem  to  think  the  result  of  the  Grand  Council  at 
Onondaga  w  ill  dctennine  the  expediency  of  such  a  mea- 
sure. 

Upon  a  third  request  of  the  Oneidas,  in  publick  council, 
the  Cayugas  promised  them  that  they  would  return,  or  at 
least  proceed  no  farther  than  the  German  Flats,  for  some 
articles  of  trade ;  but  some  of  their  chiefs,  at  their  depar- 
ture, said  they  should  go  as  far  as  the  Mohaivks,  if  not  to 
Albany.  Could  the  Oneidas  believe  they  still  persisted  in 
their  design  of  recalling  Johnson's  axe,  Mr.  Deane  says  they 
would  send  an  express  to  General  Schuyler,  earnestly  re- 
questing the  axe  might  not  be  delivered  to  them  on  any 
terms  whatever. 

There  are  various  conjectures,  if  Mr.  Butler  can  prevail 
with  the  Senecas,  and  some  other  remote  tribes,  to  take  up 
the  hatchet,  where  it  will  be  sent.  Some  say,  upon  the 
back  parts  of  Virginia ;  others  say  at  Canada,  to  open  a 
passage  for  Mr.  Johnson's  return.  Some  of  the  Mohawks 
nave  affirmed  ihat  Mr.  Johnson  will  return  by  way  of  New- 
York  ;  and  if  there  should  be  a  passage,  only  two  feet,  he 
will  beat  his  way  through. 

The  Oneidas  put  great  confidence  in  Mr.  Deane,  as  your 
Honour's  Deputy,  and  admit  him  into  their  cabinet  coun- 
cils. Had  he  not  been  on  the  spot  at  this  juncture,  to 
strengthen  and  encourage  the  Oneidas,  and  remove  objec- 
tions, the  Cayugas  would  probably  have  carried  the  day ; 
and  had  they  brought  back  the  axe,  it  is  thought  our' fron- 
tiers would  have  felt  it  before  many  months. 

The  deputation  from  Caughnawaga  and  adjacent  villages 
have  just  now  arrived.  Mr.  Deane  would  have  mentioned 
it,  but  his  letter  is  sealed.  They  say  they  met  with  some 
Senecas  at  the  village  called  Onoskwikisne,  about  thirty 
miles  south  of  Caughnawaga,  who  told  them  they  must  pro- 
ceed directly  for  the  Central  Council-fire,  and  not  enter  the 
territories  of  the  Oneidas,  for  they  were  Bostonians.  The 
delegation  said  they  would  first  go  to  those  by  whom  they 
were  immediately  invited,  viz:  llie  Oneidas — giving  this 
further  reason,  that  they  were  of  one  heart. 

A  certain  paper  your  Honour  committed  to  my  care,  when 
at  Albany,  cannot  be  forwarded  at  present. 

Your  Honour  will  be  pleased  not  to  disclose  Mr.  Deane' s 
name  or  mine  to  the  Indians,  as  having  communicated  such 
intelligence,  at  this  juncture  ;  for  it  would  very  much  preju- 
dice the  Senecas  and  Cayugas  against  the  Oneidas,  as  well 
as  weaken  our  interest  among  them.  A  word  to  the  wise 
b  sufficient. 

That  your  Honour  may  enjoy  health,  be  long  preserved, 
and,  under  God,  be  made  an  extensive  blessing  to  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  is  the  prayer  of,  sir,  your  Honour's  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Kirkland. 
To  the  Honourable  Philip  Schuyler,  Esq. 

P.  S.  The  Caughnawagas  bring  very  favourable  accounts 
of  the  situation  of  affairs  at  Qiwbeck.  Mr.  Deane  has  been 
several  hours  in  council  with  them,  but  cannot  write  any- 
tiiing  further  by  this  conveyance. 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Lebanon,  April  2,  1776. 

Sir:  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Captain  Noah 
Phelps.  He  is  a  gentleman  who,  as  a  principal,  was  con- 
cerned in  the  important  seizure  of  the  Northern  Fortresses 
the  last  spring.  After  the  reduction  of  those  posts,  he  was 
employed  as  a  volunteer  in  other  important  services  before 
St.  Johns,  and  in  Canada,  where,  for  some  time,  by  direc- 
tion of  General  Montgomery,  he  acted  as  contractor  for  the 
Army,  until  he  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  grievously  sick, 


whereby  he  suffered  the  loss  of  his  business,  and  incurred 
heavy  expenses.  His  absence  at  the  time  of  our  appoint- 
ments has  occasioned  his  being  hitherto  unemployed  in  such 
manner  as  I  could  wish.  His  own  abilities,  joined  to  his 
services  already  done,  I  think  render  him  worthy  of  publick 
notice.     The  Military  Department  is  his  choice. 

I  am,  with  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  ,  m 

Jonathan  Irumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN    BEALL. 
[No.  104.]  Annapolis,  April  3,  1776. 

Sir:    You  have  our  consent  to  discharge  Mr.  James 
Warren.     We  think  he  is  entitled  to  pay.     We  are,  &.c. 
To  Captain  Rezin  Beall. 


MARYLAND   COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE. 
[No.  105.]  Annapolis,  April  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  You  have  done  perfectly  right  in  detain- 
ing Mr.  Henderson.  If  he  is  friendly  to  America,  he  could 
have  easily  got  a  permit  from  the  Committee  of  the  County 
wherein  he  resides.  As  he  has  not  done  it,  we  think  he 
ought  to  be  at  the  expense  of  obtaining  a  certificate  of  his 
character  before  his  boats  are  released. 
We  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 


maryland  council  of  safety  to  frederick  county 

committee. 
[No.  106.]  Annapolis,  April  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  enclose  you  the  judgment  of  our  Board 
against  Bobert  Gassaway,  whom  we  were  induced  to  treat 
with  moderation,  as  he  discovered  a  good  deal  of  sorrow  and 
contrition  for  his  offences,  which  appeared  to  us  to  be,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  effect  of  passion. 
We  are,  &;c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District 
oi  Frederick  County. 


letter  from  president  of  congress. 

Philadelphia,  April  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  command  from  Congress  to  direct  that, 
upon  the  application  of  Silas  Deane,  Esq.,  you  furnish  him 
with  a  guard  of  twenty  men,  under  a  proper  officer,  to  pro- 
ceed with  him  to  the  Capes,  from  thenpe  to  be  returned. 
You  will  therefore  comply  with  this  requisition  immediately 
on  his  application. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Officer  commanding  the  Continental  Troops,  or  the 

Officer  commanding  where  this  letter  shall  be  produced. 


president  of  congress  to  commanding  officer  in 
delaware. 

Philadelphia,  April  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  charge  from  Congress  to  direct  that, 
immediately  upon  receipt  hereof,  you  order  two  companies 
of  the  Continental  Troops  under  your  command  to  march 
to  Lewestovm,  there  to  do  duty,  and  promote  the  service  of 
the  Continent,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Officer  commanding  the  Battalion  of  Continental 
Troops  in  Delaware  Government. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


DELEGATES    TO    THE 
COUNCIL. 


PRESIDENT    OF   THE 


Philadelphia,  April  3,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Congress  being  informed,  by  a  letter  from  Ge- 
neral Washington,  that  two  thousand  of  the  Continental 
Troops  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury  are  deficient  in  fire-arms, 
and  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  purchase  the  same  from 
the  inhabitants,  or  obtain  them  from  the  Assemblies  of  the 
New-England  Colonies,  have  directed  tlie  General  to  maka 
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returns  to  the  Assemblies  of  the  number  of  men  inlisted  in 
their  respective  Colonies  that  are  destitute  of  arms,  and  to 
dismiss  from  the  service  such  of  them  as  cannot  be  tlius  sup- 
plied. In  conse(|uence  of  this,  the  Delegates  from  Massa- 
chusetts-Baij  think  it  their  duty  to  write  to  your  Honour  on 
tlie  suiiject,  and,  through  you,  to  inform  the  honourable 
Assembly,  tliat,  for  tbe  better  regulating  the  Army,  and 
promoting  the  means  of  defence,  the  United  Colonies  are 
divided  into  districts,  or  departments,  and  are  to  supply  with 
fire-anns  the  Continental  Troops  that  shall  be  raised  by 
them,  respectively,  and  be  in  want  thereof  The  Eastern 
District  consists  of  the  Northeastern  Colonies,  who,  during 
the  whole  of  this  conflict,  have  discovered  the  firmest  attach- 
ment to  American  liberty,  and  the  warmest  zeal  and  ardour 
in  its  defence.  Should  they,  at  any  time,  fail  in  this,  or 
neglect  to  supply  their  quotas  of  men  and  anus,  they  must, 
in  consequence  thereof,  be  the  greatest  sufferers,  and  may 
confer  on  themselves  the  censure  of  the  rest  of  the  Conti- 
nent. We  are  fully  persuaded  that  the  late  difficulties  in 
raising  men  and  piiocuring  arms  in  the  Eastern  District  are 
jusdy  chargeable  on  the  mode  adopted  for  establishing  the 
Army  at  Cambridge ;  but  we  hope  for  a  different  regulation 
in  future,  and  shall  use  our  utmost  endeavoure  that,  in  any 
new  levies  of  men,  the  General  Assemblies  may  have  the 
direction  of  the  same,  subject  to  the  control  of  Congress. 

We  think  it  necessary  to  inform  the  lionourable  Assem- 
bly that,  in  some  of  the  Colonies,  all  persons  whatever  are 
prohibited  from  purchasing  or  selling  fire-arms  to  be  carried 
from  the  same.  The  safety  of  the  Eastern  District  may 
possibly  require  the  like  protection.  We  rejoice  at  the  suc- 
cess attending  the  measures  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  for 
promoting  the  manufacturing  of  military  stores,  and  think 
that  a  steady  perseverance  in  the  same  plan  is  the  wisest 
mode  that  the  Colonies  can  adopt  for  a  permanent  establish- 
ment of  their  rights  and  liberties.  We  therefore  hope  that 
diligent  inquiry  will  be  made  for  all  the  manufacturers  of 
fire-arms  in  the  Colony  who,  from  want  of  means,  or  other 
circumstances,  are  unemployed  in  this  business,  and  that 
publick  works  will  be  erected  for  them,  with  suitable  en- 
couragement to  engage  them  in  the  service.  We  sincerely 
congratulate  your  honourable  Assembly  on  the  happy  re- 
covery of  Boston  from  our  enemies,  and  are  fully  assured 
that  this  opportunity  of  fortifying  the  harbour  will  be  suc- 
cessfully improved,  and  thereby  an  asylum  secured  for  the 
ships-ot-war  and  other  navigation  of  the  Continent.  We 
presume  that  General  Washington  will  see  the  necessity  of 
such  a  measure,  and  order  some  of  the  cannon  brought  from 
Ticonderoga  to  be  appropriated  to  this  purpose.  But  should 
it  otherwise  happen,  we  think  there  can  be  no  objection  to 
tlie  Assembly's  taking  such  of  the  cannon  and  carriages  at 
Cambridge  as  they  have  supplied,  and  deducting  from  their 
accounts  against  the  Continent  the  charge  of  any  part  thereof 
which  they  may  have  made  in  said  accounts,  more  espe- 
cially as  New-York  is  better  supplied  with  cannon  than 
New-England;  and  the  reason  there  is  to  expect  another 
visit  from  the  enemy  in  that  quarter,  renders  every  precau- 
tion necessary  to  receive  them. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

John  Hancock, 
Samuel  Adams, 
John  Adams, 
Robert  T.  Paine, 
Elbridge  Gerry. 

To  the  Honourable  President  of  the  Council  of  tlie  Massa- 
chxisetts-Bay. 


general,  heath  to  president  of  congress. 

City  of  New- York.  April  3,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  Having  at  present  the  honour  to  command 
the  Army  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies  in  North- 
America  now  quartered  in  this  city,  five  regiments  of  which 
are  lately  arrived  from  the  camp  near  Boston,  whose  neces- 
sities and  complaints  are  so  great  as  to  make  it  my  duty  to 
crave  relief  from  the  honourable  Continental  Congress. 
These  regiments  were  reluctant  to  leave  the  camp  before 
they  had  received  their  pay ;  but  the  Treasury  being  bare, 
they  could  not  have  it.  They  suffered  much  on  the  road  for 
want  of  money,  and  would  have  suffered  more  had  they  not 
been  relieved  by  their  officei-s,  who  spent  all  their  money  to 


relieve  their  men.  Since  their  arrival  in  this  city,  their  wants 
increase.  Enclosed  I  send  you  the  complaints  of  one  regi- 
ment. Other  Colonels  acquaint  me  that  they  are  discouraged. 
Three  months'  pay  is  due.  I  have  been  obliged  to  borrow  a 
month's  pay  for  three  of  the  rifle  companies.  1  have  written 
to  his  Excellency  Genend  Washington  on  the  subject,  and 
am  advised  by  Doctor  Franklin  to  write  immediately  to  the 
honourable  Congress.  I  do,  therefore,  most  earnestly  re- 
quest that  you  would  please  to  lay  the  matter  before  Con- 
gress, and  that  the  most  speedy  relief  may  be  granted. 

Colonel  Mijjlin  arrived  in  this  city  on  yesterday,  with  his 
lady.  The  Delegates  from  Congress,  going  for  Canada,  sailed 
in  the  afternoon  with  a  fair  wind.  I  have  in  this  city,  by  the 
return  of  yesterday,  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  ten  men, 
exclusive  of  the  city  Militia.  We  are  fortifying  the  city  as 
fast  as  possible.  Govemour  Tryon  having  begun  to  throw 
up  a  work  on  a  small  Island  in  the  harbour,  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  Asia  man-of-war,  I  determined  to  drive  him 
from  every  part  of  terra  firma.  Major  De  Hart,  of  the  New- 
Jersey  Battalion,  offered,  with  two  hundred  men  of  that  regi- 
ment, to  dislodge  them ;  accordingly,  about  twelve  o'clock 
last  night,  they  embarked  on  board  several  boats,  and  a  little 
after  one  landed  on  the  Island.  The  men  were  all  on  board 
the  ships ;  but  near  forty  women  and  children  were  in  a 
house  on  the  Island.  They  fired  all  the  buildings,  saving 
a  cottage,  in  which  they  left  die  distressed  women  and  chil- 
dren. They  defaced  the  work,  and  brought  off  the  intrench- 
ing tools.  It  is  said  near  one  hundred  recruits,  from  Long- 
Island,  have  joined  Tryon  ;  but  whether  this  be  certain  or 
not,  I  cannot  tell. 

My  best  respects  to  my  worthy  friends,  Messrs.  Adams, 
Paine,  and  Gerry ;  and  believe  me,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, to  be  your  most  humble  servant,  yr   u 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


captain    DAVIS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Easthampton,  April  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  warrant  was  handed  me.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  inlist  the  men  agreeable  to  the  instructions 
contained  therein.  But  as  no  time  is  limited  for  the  men's 
inlistment,  it  much  retards  the  business ;  and  a  very  great 
uneasiness  arises  in  the  minds  of  some  very  good  men,  who 
would  gladly  enter  the  service,  on  account  of  the  w  ages 
being  reduced ;  and  it  is  reported  among  them,  that  the 
wages  given  at  Connecticut  is  the  same  this  year  as  it  was 
the  last.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  objections  above,  I  should 
by  this  time  have  filled  my  company.  The  number  I  have 
inlisted  is  about  seventy,  and  hope  soon  to  complete  the 
whole.     I  am  your  humble  servant  to  command, 

John  Davis. 
To  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  of 

New-  York. 


NATHANIEL    FORDHAM    TO    NEW-YORK     CONGRESS. 

Sag-Harbour,  East  end  of  Long-Island,  April  3,  1776. 

Pursuant  to  a  vote  of  the  County  Committee,  held  at  our 
County-Hall,  in  Suffolk  County,  on  the  27th  of  March, 
we,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  appoint- 
ed a  sub-Committee  to  examine  the  contents  of  all  the  can- 
non within  our  respective  Districts,  and  make  return  of  said 
contents  to  the  Provincial  Congressor  Committee  of  Safety, 
with  a  petition  for  a  supply  of  ammunition  and  other  war- 
like stores,  suitable  for  the  enclosed  list  of  cannon,  which  we 
have  examined  agreeable  to  orders. 

This  petition  humbly  showeth,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
Committee,  that  we  are  much  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the 
Ministerial  Army,  and  look  upon  it  highly  necessary  that 
we  have  a  publick  stock  or  quantity  of  ammunition,  and 
other  warlike  stores,  together  with  orders  for  mounting  the 
enclosed  number  of  cannon  on  proper  carriages  ;  and  as  the 
Ministerial  Troops  seem  at  this  present  juncture  to  be  on 
the  move,  cannot  tell  how  soon  we  may  be  invaded  ;  there- 
fore beg  your  speedy  answer ;  which  shall  be  gratefully  ac- 
knowledged by  your  humble  servants, 

Nathan  Fordham,  'J 
Burnet  Miller,     ^ Sub- Committee. 
Thomas  Youngs,    3 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee 

of  Safety,  New-York. 
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WALTER    LIVINGSTON    TO     PRESIDENT    OF    NEW-YORK    CON- 
GRESS. 

Albany,  April  3,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  Mr.  John  Williams  has 
reported  to  Congress  that  Colonel  Warner's  Regiment  left 
Canada  because  I  neglected  to  forward  the  clothing  sent  to 
me  by  order  of  Congress  for  that  battalion.  I  wish  the  gen- 
tleman had  spared  his  censure  till  he  was  convinced  his  tale 
was  founded  in  truth.  If  he  is  a  member  of  your  House, 
be  pleased  to  desire  the  Secretary  to  deliver  him  the  enclos- 
ed ;  if  not,  commit  it  to  the  flames,  for  I  know  not  where 
to  direct  to  him. 

The  clothing,  tents,  &.C.,  which  came  consigned  to  my 
care,  were  either  delivered  out  here,  or  immediately  sent  for- 
ward to  Fort  George.  My  orders  from  Genera!  Schutjler 
were,  to  deliver  such  articles  as  I  had  in  store  to  the  troops 
who  were  on  their  march,  paying  no  regard  to  what  corps 
they  were  directed,  unless  tliey  were  in  Albany,  and  stood 
in  need  of  them.  This  order,  I  suppose,  (for  it  was  none  of 
my  business  to  inquire,)  was  given  because  the  troops  were 
exceedingly  wanted  at  that  time  at  St.  John's.  If  I  had 
not  complied,  I  should  not  only  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  orders,  but,  perhaps,  the  cause  of  that  fortress  not  being 
reduced.  This  would  have  been  a  sufficient  justification  for 
ray  delivering  the  clothing  sent  for  the  Green  Mountain  Boys, 
to  another  regiment,  who  stood  in  need  of  them  ;  though  I 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  doing  this,  for  Mr.  Curtenius  did 
not  ship  them  till  the  1 6th  of  October.  They  were  not  de- 
tained, as  alleged,  but  sent  forward  to  Fort  George,  the  31st 
of  the  same  month,  unopened. 

Captain  Heman  Allen's  Company  was  the  only  one,  be- 
longing to  that  battalion,  which  went  through  this  city,  and 
they  marched  from  this  the  10th  of  September — six  weeks 
before  I  received  the  clothing.  If  Mr.  Williams  had  applied 
to  me,  and  been  made  acquainted  with  these  circumstances,  I 
believe  he  would  have  spared  his  reflection.  As  the  accu- 
sation was  made  to  your  House,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  deemed 
troublesome  in  stating  the  fact,  to  obliterate  any  prejudice 
which  misrepresentation  may  have  caused  in  the  minds  of 
the  members. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  very  humble  servant, 
Walter  Livingston,  Deputy  Com'y  General. 

To  Colonel  Woodhull. 


LOSSES    OF    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    RHODE-ISLAND. 

Account  of  the  Losses  sustained  by  Inhabitants  of  Rhode- 
Island,  by  the  destruction  of  their  Property,  by  the 
British,  in  1775  and  1776. 

Abstract  of  the  several  persons'  Accounts,  duly  attested,  that 
have  had  their  property  taken,  burnt,  or  otherwise  de- 
stroyed, by  the  Ministerial  Ships-of-War ;  collected  by  the 
subscribers,  by  order  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  and 
transmitted  to  the  most  honourable  the  Continental  Con- 
gress at  Philadelphia. 

1 77.5 — June.  Samuel  and  William  Vernon's 
Brigantine  Royal  Charlotte,  from  Jamai- 
ca, loaded  with  rum  and  sugar,  taken  by 
James  Wallace,  of  the  Rose,  and  sent  to 
Boston,  valued  at  £2,350  sterling,  is, 
lawful  money,  --------  £3,133     6     8 

October  ^d.  Champlin  Sf  Ross,  their  Sloop 
Nova-Scotia,  robbed  of  stores,  by  James 
Wallace, 170     8     0 

November  loth.  Moses  Seixas,  robbed  of  a 

Negro,  by  ditto, 75     00 

£3,378  14     S 


Jamestown  burnt  by  Wallace,  and  the  Fleet  tinder  his 

command,  December  10,  1775.     Sufferers  as  follow  : 
John  Howland,  house,  barn,  8ic.,  burnt,  -    £604   15     3 
Benjamin  Barker,  furniture,  fee,  he,      -         90     2     5 
itic/wrrf  BttsA,  furniture,  provisions,  &;c.,  -       125  13   lOJ 
Stephen  Bennington,  furniture  and  stock,  -         46  13     8 
John  Gardner,   house,  barn,  stock,  &c., 

&c., 450  10     0 

John  Martin,  (shot  by  Wallace  himself,) 

furniture,  stock,  Stc,  &.C.,     -     -     -     -       355   11     2 


92  14 

0 

590  0 

0 

399  7 

4 

150  0 

0 

412  7 

9 

13  17 

6 

75  12 

4 

501  3 

4 

320  4 

0 

34  15 

6 

248  19 

2i 

13  12 

6 

47  6 

8 

50  1 

0 

195  17 

0 

34  5 

9 

45  19 

1 

28  3 

5 

400  0 

0 

61  9 

6 

289  7 

6 

8 

5 

£5,636  14 

9 

James  Carr,  house,  &c.,  &.C.,    -     -     -     - 

Joseph  Clark,  two  dwelling-houses,  bam, 
crib,  he,  &tc.,       ------- 

Mary  Franklin,  house,  furniture,  &c., 
Gershom  Franklin,  house,  -     -     -     -     - 

Thomas  Fowler,  furniture,  stock,  Sic,  &.C., 
Benjamin  Nichol,  sundries,  -     -     -     -     - 

Niks  Helm,  furniture,  &c.,       -     -     _     - 

Benjamin  Ekry,  two  dwelling-houses,  bam 

and  stores,  --------- 

Samuel  Slocum,,  house,  furniture,  fee, 
William  Greenman,  furniture,  &,c.,      -     - 
Samuel  Tenel,  house,  furniture,  he,    -     - 
Abel  Franklin,  furniture,  Sic,  -     -     -     - 

Samuel  Archer,  furniture,  &;c.,       -     .     - 
John  Bennington,  furniture,  &c.,   -     -     - 
Daniel  Undertvood,  dwelling-house,  work- 
house, furniture,  Sic,  &;c.,     -     -     -     - 

Damaries  Fowler,  furniture,      .     .     -     - 
Benjamin  Terrel,  furniture,  -     -     -     -     - 

Sylvester  Fowler,  furniture,       -     .     .     - 
Wager  Hull,  dwelling-house,    -     -     -     - 

Christopher  Fowler,  furniture,  &c.,  -  - 
Mary  Hull,  dwelling-house  and  furniture, 
Hazard  Knowles,  sundries,  -     -     - 


Loss  sustained  on  the  Island  of  Prudence,  by  James  Wal- 
lace and  his  Fleet,  at  several  times,  viz  : 

1775 — June  8.  Ebenezer  Materson,  sun- 
dries, by  a  tender,       ------        £6  10  10 

A'oueOT6erl7.  John  Shelden,  furniture,  &;c., 

by  a  tender, 61   13  lOj 

1776 — January  12.  William,,  John,  and 
Nathaniel  Fairbanks,  furniture,  burnt  by 
James  Wallace  and  his  fleet,       -     -     -         86  16     4 

Williams  Allen,  house,  Sic,      .     -     -     -         74     3     8 

Joshua  Allen,  furniture,  Stc,     -     -     -     -  8  14     0 

E6e?iezcrv4/Zen,  house,  crib,  provisions,  &tc.,       170  14     9 

Estate  of  John  Tillinghast,  deceased,  three 

dwelling-houses,  crib,  bam,  &.c.,      -     -       624     0     0 

JoAnu4//en,  house  damaged,  and  provisions,         21   12     0 

Samuel  Littlefield,  sundries,      -     .     -     -  6     0     0 

Job  Durfey,  robbed  of  stock  on  Hog-Is- 
land,     -    -    - 92    8    4i 

Christopher  Durfey,  robbed  of  stock  on 
Hog-Island, 82  15    6|- 

Silas  Niles,  robbed  of  stock  on  Point  Ju- 
dith,              30  12    0 

lllb— October  2.  John  Oldf  eld  and  Ro- 
bert Binney,  Schooner  Bedford,  robbed 
by  Captain  Ayscough,  of  the  Swan,     -         53     6     0 

1776 — January.  Mary  Easton,  widow, 
robbed  of  clothing  and  furniture  out  of 
the  Sloop,  John  Warren  master,  in  the 
river,  by  Captain  Ayscough,       -     -     -         70     4     9 

Abigail  and  Sarah  Sweet,  of  clothing,  fur- 
niture, &,c.,  out  of  said  Sloop,  by  Ays- 
cough,             40     70 

March  23.  Thomas  Earl  and  John  Stad- 
ner,  of  Newport,  owners  of  the  Sloop 
Betsey,  burnt  at  Virginia,  by  the  Otter 
sloop-of-war  and  tender,  -----       300     0     0 

February,  Sa7nu£l and  WilliamVemon,  and 
James  Tanner,  owners  of  the  Brigantine 
Venus,  one  hundred  and  seventy  tons 
burden,  burnt  in  the  harbour  of  Netcport, 
by  the  Bomb  Brigantine  and  tender  sent 
by  Wallace,  valued,    ------    1,333     6     8 

Samuel  and  William  Vernon,  sundry  goods 

on  board  her,    --------         44     36 

Lucy  Lawton,  furnhure,  clothing,  &.C.,  de- 
stroyed by  Wallace,  at  Prudence,  Jan- 
uary 12,      21   11     0 

£12,194     9     8i 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  General  Assembly,  we 
have  collected  the  foregoing  accounts  of  losses  sustained  by 
inhabitants  of  this  State.    Many  others  have  been  sufferers, 
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and  notified  by  several  advertisements,  but  have  neglected 

William  Vernon, 
John  G.  Wanton. 


bringing  tliem  in 


STAMFORn    (cONNECTICLT)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the 
Town  o(  SlamfonJ,  on  the  3d  day  of  April,  1776: 

Muiison  Jarvis  and  David  Picket  being  cited  before  tlie 
Committee  for  signing  a  seditious  paper,  the  import  of  which 
was  that  they  would  assist  the  King  and  his  vile  minions  in 
their  wicked,  oppressive  sclicmes  to  enslave  the  American 
Colonies ;  and  tending  to  discourage  any  military  prepara- 
tions to  repel  the  hostile  measures  of  a  comi])t  Administra- 
tion ;  and  likewise  tending  to  dissuade  persons  from  observing 
or  regarding  the  resolves  of  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress,— they  appeared,  and  acknowledged  they  had  signed 
tlie  paper  above  referred  to,  and  were  voted  guilty  of  the 
crime  alleged  against  them  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Jarvis  exhibited  a  confession,  declaring  himself  sorry 
for  what  he  had  done,  and  promised  "  to  adhere  and  abide 
by  all  the  recommendations  and  resolves  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  so  far  as  he  was  not  hindered  by  a 
religious  tie  of  conscience." 

Mr.  Picket  likewise  offered  a  confession,  professing  him- 
self sorry  for  his  mistake,  desu'ing  it  might  be  overlooked, 
and  promised  "  to  conduct  himself  agreeable  to  the  good 
and  wholesome  laws  and  rules  that  are  in  being  now  in  the 
Colonies,  which  are  or  may  be  for  the  good  of  his  coun- 
try." 

Upon  being  asked  what  they  meant  by  the  reserve  of  "  a 
religious  tie  of  conscience,"  and  the  "laws  and  rules  that 
are  in  being  now  in  the  Colonies,  which  are  or  may  be  for 
the  good  of  the  country,"  they  declared  that  they  could  not 
join  with  the  country  in  pursuing  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  Congress  in  defence  of  the  just  rights  and  privileges  of 
the  United  Colonies  ;  which,  taken  in  conjunction  with  then- 
written  confession,  and  what  they  further  offered  upon  the 
occasion,  was  deemed  an  insufficient  satisfaction  for  their 
offence. 

It  was  therefore  voted  by  the  Committee,  that  they  should 
be  advertised  as  enemies  to  their  country ;  and  we  hereby 
recommend  it  to  all  persons  to  break  off  all  commerce  and 
dealing  with  them,  and  to  treat  them  agreeable  to  the  re- 
solve of  the  Congress  for  those  who  are  declared  enemies 
to  their  country. 

A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes.     Attest : 

John  Haight,  Jun.,  Committee  Clerk. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Cambridge,  April  3,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  this  day  received  your  favour  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  with  a  letter  from  General  Arnold. 

The  enemy  have  quitted  this  harbour  last  week.  We 
have  no  certain  account  of  their  destination.  It  is  generally 
thought  they  have  gone  to  Halifax.  If  tliis  should  prove 
true,  it  is  probable  they  will  attempt  to  penetrate  into  Cana- 
da when  the  communication  by  the  river  St.  Lawrence  is 
open. 

By  a  late  letter  I  received  from  Congress,  I  have  it  in 
command  from  them  to  detach  four  Battalions  into  Canada, 
as  soon  as  I  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  safety  ol'  Neuy  York 
and  the  eastern  service  will  permit ;  of  which  I  cannot  be  a 
proper  judge  until  I  have  a  certain  account  of  the  place 
where  the  enemy  are  retreated  to. 

I  have  despatched  two  Companies  of  Artillery,  two  thir- 
teen-inch  mortars,  and  military  stores,  (a  list  of  which  you 
have  enclosed,)  to  the  Amiy  before  Quebeck,  in  the  last 
week ;  and  if  I  can  spare  the  four  Battalions,  or  more,  they 
will  go  from  New-York,  to  which  place  the  greater  part  of 
the  troops  are  gone  from  hence.  I  shall  set  out  to-morrow, 
and  will  be  very  happy  to  see  you  there  after  my  arrival,  if 
you  can  be  spared  from  your  present  station,  which  I  am 
sensible  is  a  very  important  one. 

I  have  no  hopes  of  procuring  the  hard  money  I  gave  you 
expectation  of.  The  possessoi-s  of  it  are  not  of  late  accus- 
tomed to  a  paper  currency,  and  keep  their  gold  and  silver 
close. 

Captain  Lamb  is  appointed  Second  Major  in  the  Regi- 


ment of  Artillery  commanded  by  Colonel  Henry  Knox. 
This  promotion  I  thought  due  to  his  merit  and  bravery. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem,  dear  sir,  youi-s,  &ic. 

George  Washington. 
To  Major-General  Schui/lcr. 

GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    GENERAL    ARNOLD. 

Head-Quarters,  Camhridge,  .April  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  27th  February  is  come  to  hand. 
I  much  fear  you  will  be  much  disappointed  in  the  number 
of  troops  you  expected  in  that  month,  as  the  lakes  were 
impassable. 

Major-General  Thomas  will,  long  before  you  receive  this, 
have  informed  you  of  the  success  of  our  operations  here. 
The  enemy  quitted  this  harbour  last  week.  We  have  no 
certain  accounts  of  their  destination.  It  is  generally  be- 
lieved they  are  gone  to  Halifax.  If  true,  it  is  probable 
they  will  attempt  to  penetrate  Canada  on  the  opening  of  the 
St.  Laurence.  I  hope,  before  that  happens,  you  will  be  in 
full  possession  of  Q^tiebcck,  and  have  its  avenues  well  se- 
cured, upon  which  depends  the  fate  of  this  campaign  in 
those  pai-ts. 

I  have  despatched  two  companies  of  Colonel  Knox's  Re- 
giment of  Artillery  to  you,  from  hence,  and  two  mortars, 
&.C.,  as  you  will  see  at  foot  hereof.  If  anything  else  is 
wanting  that  cannot  be  had  in  Canada,  and  in  my  power 
to  send,  they  shall  be  forwarded  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion, upon  my  being  informed  thereof. 

The  chief  part  of  the  troops  are  marched  from  hence  to- 
wards New-  York.  I  will  set  off  to-morrow.  If  the  enemy 
will  not  find  us  full  employment,  and  it  is  necessary,  you 
may  expect  a  detachment  from  dience  to  your  assistance. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  the  gendemen  oi  New- York,  and 
other  officers,  should  think  diemselves  neglected  in  the  new 
arrangement.  It  is  true  that  I  reserved  places  in  this  Army 
for  those  officers  who  went  from  hence  under  your  com- 
mand. The  Congress  have  since  informed  me  that  they 
would  be  provided  for  in  the  Army  raised  for  Canada.  I 
was  not  acquainted  with  the  gendemen  who  complain,  nor 
with  their  circumstances.  There  is  litde  doubt  but  their 
merits  will  be  rewarded  in  due  time. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  many  difficulties  you  have  had 
to  encounter.  Your  conduct  under  them  does  you  great 
honour.  As  General  Thomas  will  take  the  burden  off  your 
shouldere,  I  hope  you  will  soon  gather  strength  sufficient  to 
assist  in  finishing  die  important  work  you  have,  with  so 
much  glory  to  yourself  and  service  to  your  country,  hitherto 
conducted. 

As  I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  furnace  somewhere  near 
you,  where  shells  and  shot  of  any  size  can  be  cast,  I  would 
recommend  to  General  Thomas  to  have  what  quantity  of 
each  that  may  be  wanting,  immediately  prepared.  The 
roads  are  so  very  bad  that  it  is  impossible  to  send  you  any 
great  number  of  diese  necessary  articles  fi-om  hence. 

I  have  appointed  Captain  Lamb,  who  is  a  prisoner  in  Qi/e- 
bcck,  to  be  Second  Major  in  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  com 
manded  by  Colonel  Henry  Knox. 

The  gentlemen  of  this  family  return  you  their  compli- 
ments ;  and  I  remain  yours,        ^  ,,t 

•'  liEORGE  Washington. 

To  General  Arnold. 

P.  S.  My  best  wishes  and  compliments  attend  General 
Thomas. 


ORDERS    and    instructions    TO    MAJOR-GENERAL    WARD. 

General  Ward  will  comply  widi  any  requisitions  of  the 
General  Court  or  Council,  respecting  the  troops,  if  not  in- 
compatible with  any  order  received  from  me,  or  which  may 
be  sent  him  from  Congress. 

The  stores  of  every  kind,  provisions  and  military,  are  to 
be  drawn  together  and  sufficiently  guarded.     Those  at  Be 
verley,  with  the  vessels,  are  also  to  be  protected. 

If  it  should  be  found  more  convenient  to  have  the  Regi- 
ments quartered  in  the  barracks  at  Roxbury,  and  it  should 
be  agreeable  to  the  General  Court  or  Council,  I  shall  have 
no  objection  to  it.  Some  men  should  be  kept  upon  Bnn- 
kerh  Hill,  and  should  be  employed  m  levelling  the  lower 
lines  of  that  work  next  to  Prospect  or  fVinter  Hill. 

All  the  troops  are  to  be  employed  in  completing  such 
works  as  are  already  begun,  and  such  as  may  be  resolved 
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on  by  the  General  Court  or  Council,  for  defence  of  the 
harbour,  &c. 

Colonel  Gridley  will  be  left  to  construct  and  see  to  the 
execution  of  these  works.  An  exact  account  to  be  taken, 
and  valuation  made,  of  all  the  materials  which  are  used  in 
these  works,  and  to  be  ready  if  and  when  it  shall  be  called 
for. 

The  work  upon  Beacon  HiU  should  be  repaired,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  be  made  strong,  as  it  counnands  Fort  Hill  and 
all  lower  works,  and  would  endanger  the  loss  of  tliem  if  it 
should  be  possessed  by  the  enemy. 

All  the  lines  upon  Boston  Neck  ought,  in  my  judgment, 
to  be  demolished,  as  it  is  a  defence  against  the  country,  and 
no  security  to  the  town.  So  ought  those  flushes  on  the  west 
of  Boston. 

No  time  should  be  lost  in  fixing  with  the  General  Court 
or  Council  upon  proper  signals  for  alarming  the  country 
upon  the  appearance  of  a  fleet.  For  the  purpose  of  gain- 
ing as  much  time  as  possible,  I  think  the  alarm  ought  to  be 
given  from  Cape-Anne  or  Marhlehead,  and  forwarded  by 
agreed  signals  to  Boston,  and  thence  into  the  country. 
This  matter  should  not  be  delayed. 

A  guard  should  be  kept  over  the  Powder  Magazine, 
which  I  think  will  be  safer  in  Boston.  The  powder  should 
be  often  shifted.  A  Commissary  or  Conductor  of  Artillery 
Stores  will  be  left,  who  is  to  deliver  nothing  without  your 
or  the  commanding  officer's  order. 

Mr.  Parke  will  continue  here  till  the  affairs  of  that  de- 
partment are  arranged,  and  some  person  fixed  upon  to  do 
the  duties  of  that  office ;  and  the  Commissary  of  Provisions 
will  do  the  like  in  his. 

Mr.  Warren  will  probably  continue  here  till  some  regula- 
tion is  adopted.  In  his  hands  money  will  be  left  to  answer 
the  pay  of  the  troops  and  contingent  expenses  of  this  de- 
partment, which  may  be  drawn  for  by  your  warrant.  But 
with  respect  to  accounts  and  transactions  of  which  you 
have  had  no  knowledge,  let  them  be  specially  reported,  and 
paid  by  particular  order. 

All  captures  made  by  the  Continental  Armed  Vessels  are 
to  be  immediately  libelled  in  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  the 
District  where  carried  to. 

All  officers,  soldiers,  and  men-of-war's  men,  are  con- 
sidered as  prisoners ;  the  former  to  be  sent  and  confined  to 
some  town,  upon  their  paroles  ;  the  others  sent  to  such  jails 
as  the  General  Court  shall  direct. 

No  condemned  property  to  be  sold  till  the  day  of  sale  is 
three  times  advertised  in  the  papers  (with  an  enumeration  of 
the  cargo)  of  Boston,  Cambridge,  Watcrtown,  and  Worces- 
ter, and  a  special  report  thereof  made  to  you,  that  if  any- 
thing is  wanted  in  the  Commissary's  or  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment, they  may  be  notified  thereof 

Every  possible  method  is  to  be  used  for  the  preservation 
of  the  Barracks.  If  any  of  them  are  wanted  for  any  of 
the  new  works,  they  may  be  taken  after  valuation  thereof 

The  vessels  which  were  left  in  Boston  by  the  enemy, 
some  with  and  some  without  cargoes,  (and  which,  I  am 
told,  various  claims  are  laid  to,)  must  not  bo  delivered  up, 
unless  the  person  claiming  will  give  some  surety  to  abide 
the  determination  of  Congress  respecting  them.  In  that 
case,  an  exact  inventory  to  be  taken,  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  value. 

The  wheat  left  by  the  King's  Troops  is  to  be  attended 
to,  that  no  hurt  comes  to  it.  It  ought  either  to  be  sold  or 
converted  into  flour,  for  the  use  of  the  Army.  The  Quar- 
tennaster  and  Commissary  may  be  consulted  on  this  head. 

The  Regiments  should  be  kept  as  much  together  as  pos- 
sible, for  the  purpose  of  disci[)lining  the  men  when  they  are 
not  upon  fatigue  duty.  Discourage  the  granting  of  furloughs 
but  in  cases  of  necessity.  Keep  the  officers  and  men  *  trictly 
to  their  duty,  and  in  all  things  consult  fnigality  as  much  as 
possible. 

In  all  matters  not  particularly  specified  in  the  foregoing 
instructions,  your  own  judgment,  prudence,  and  discretion, 
must  be  your  guide.  You  will  take  care  to  advise  me,  by 
every  opportunity,  of  your  proceedings,  and  of  every  trans- 
action, of  a  publick  nature,  that  you  may  think  worth  com- 
municating. 

The  flat-bottomed  boats,  whale  boats,  and  floating  batte- 
ries, are  to  be  continued  in  the  care  of  Captain  Sylvanus 
Drew.     They  must  be  hauled  into  a  convenient  place  of 
•  safety,  and  proper  care  taken  to  prevent  their  being  de- 


stroyed, or  suflx^ring  damage  from  the  heat  of  the  weather. 
Their  oars,  paddles,  &tc.,  are  to  be  put  into  some  safe 
store. 

All  officers  and  seamen,  taken  in  transport  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  enemy's  service,  are  to  be  released,  on  condi- 
tion that  they  give  a  very  strict  parole  not  to  act  against  the 
American  Colonies  during  the  present  contest. 
Yours,  &c. 


To  Major-General  Ward. 


George  Washington. 


ORDERS    AND    INSTRUCTIONS    FOR    COLONEL    HENRY    KNOX, 
COMMANDING  THE  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 

It  being  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  publick  service 
that  the  main  body  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  together 
with  the  field-cannon,  ammunition,  stores,  &:c.,  should,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  be  assembled  at  Neic-York,  I  have 
thought  proper  to  give  you  the  following  orders  and  instruc- 
tions : 

The  Legislature  of  this  Colony  having  determined  to  as- 
semble three  hundred  teams  upon  the  Common  in  Cam- 
bridge, between  this  day  and  Saturday  next,  you  will  order 
the  Commissary  of  Ordnance  Stores,  with  the  Conductors 
of  Artillery,  to  be  properly  assisted  in  loading  all  the  ammu- 
nition and  ordnance  stores  into  the  teams  allotted  for  the 
service  of  the  Artillery. 

You  will  send  a  Conductor,  with  every  Biigade  of  thirty 
teams,  to  JSorwich,  in  Connecticut,  whom  you  will  order  to 
receive  and  obey  such  directions  as  the  commanding  officer 
at  Norwich  shall  think  proper  to  give. 

In  loading  the  teams  at  Cambridge,  you  will  take  par- 
ticular care  to  direct  the  stores  and  ammunition,  that  will  be 
first  in  demand  at  the  general  rendezvous,  to  be  first  sent 
forward ;  such  as  the  fixed  ammunition,  the  powder,  musket- 
balls,  buck-shot,  laboratory  stores,  empty  paper  cannon-car- 
tridges, flints,  fuses,  &c.,  &.c.  The  heavy  stores,  (shot  and 
shells,)  not  so  immediately  in  request,  may  be  sent  the 
last,  according  as,  upon  the  best  information,  you  shall  see 
proper  to  give  directions. 

The  covered  wagons,  taken  from  the  enemy,  should  car- 
ry all  the  powder  that  is  to  go  fiom  hence,  and  the  tum- 
brils the  fixed  ammunition.  With  these  it  is  my  orders 
you  send  Mr.  Commissary  Checvcr,  in  whose  care  and  gui- 
dance it  is  proper  to  place  your  confidence  for  their  security 
and  preservation. 

All  the  remaining  field-artillery  and  brass  mortars  should 
march  with  the  two  remaining  companies  to  Norwich,  w  here 
they  will  find  my  orders  for  their  further  proceedings. 

As  soon  as  the  whole  of  the  artillery,  ammunition,  stores, 
&,c.,  directed  by  the  instructions  to  be  sent  forward,  are 
upon  the  march,  you  will  yourself  proceed  to  Norivich,  la 
Connecticut ;  and  having  seen  everything  before  you  from 
thence,  you  are  then,  with  all  despatch,  to  proceed  to  New- 
York. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Burbeck  should,  without  any  delay, 
go  the  most  direct  road  diither,  and,  as  soon  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Mason  is  able  to  travel,  he  must  follow. 

Your  Quartennaster  should  march  with  the  two  compa- 
nies to-morrow ;  and  your  Adjutant  you  will  do  well  to  keep 
with  yourself,  to  carry  such  orders  as  you  shall  at  any  time 
think  necessary  to  give. 

From  the  great  variety  of  the  stores  and  duties  in  your 
department,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  giving  all  and  every 
minute  direction,  necessar}'  to  be  given  upon  this  occasion. 
Trusting  in  your  zeal,  diligence,  and  ability,  I  remain  con- 
fident of  every  exertion  in  your  power  for  the  publick  ser- 
vice. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  in  Cambridge,  this  .3d  day  of 
April,  1776.  George  Washington. 

To  Colonel  Henry  Knox. 


ORDERS     AND    INSTUCTIONS    FOR  JOHN  PARKE,   ESQ.,  ASSIS- 
TANT quarterjiaster-general. 

It  being  found  necessary  for  the  publick  service  that  the 
Quartermaster-General,  Colonel  Thomas  Mijiin,  ahoiM  be 
despatched  to  New-York,  and  die  command  in  his  depart- 
ment devolving  on  you,  be  it  your  care  to  see  that  the  Clerks, 
Commissaries,  Wagonmasters,  Armourere,  Artificers,  and 
the  servants  of  the  publick  of  every  denomination  within 
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your  inspection,  are  diligent  in  executing  your  commands 
and  forwarding  the  publiciv  service. 

As  a  number  of  wagons  will  this  day  be  sent  by  the 
Jjegislature  of  this  Province,  for  the  j)urpose  of  transporting 
stores,  iic,  to  Norwich,  those  intended  for  the  Quarter- 
master-General vou  will  direct  to  be  loaded  with  the  articles 
first  in  request  upon  the  Anny's  assembling  at  their  general 
rendezvous :  such  as  camp  equipage,  intrenching  tools,  cook- 
ing utensils,  8ic.,  with  all  the  articles  now  in  store  belonging  to 
the  various  branches  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  Dejiart- 
ment.  A  Wagonmastcr  and  some  of  the  clerks  must  ac- 
company those  teams  to  Norwich,  and  see  that  everything 
sent  from  hence  is  faithfully  delivered  there. 

As  some  teamsters  have  lately  dropped  their  lading  upon 
the  road  at  Waltham,  you  will  order  Wagonmaster  Goddard 
to  see  it  sent  forward  immediately,  and  be  very  strict,  for  the 
future,  diat  every  teamster  is  made  answerable  for  the  load 
he  receives,  by  your  ordering  a  clerk  to  enter  in  a  book  the 
teamster's  name,  place  of  abode,  and  bill  of  lading.  A  copy 
of  the  bill  of  lading  must  also  be  given  to  the  teamster,  upon 
the  back  of  which  the  receiver  of  his  load  at  Norwich  should 
be  directed  to  write  the  certificate  for  the  payment ;  and 
unless  a  teamster  can  produce  such  certificate  of  delivery,  he 
is  not  to  receive  any  money  for  his  services. 

When  all  the  stores  in  your  department,  directed  to  be 
carried  from  hence  to  New-  York,  are  sent  forward,  and  the 
necessary  directions  given  to  the  person  who  remains  as  Assis- 
tant Quartermaster-General  to  the  Troops  in  this  District,  you 
will  then,  without  delay,  proceed  to  Neiv-York,  by  the  way 
of  Norwich,  in  Connecticut.  Upon  your  arrival  at  Norivich, 
you  will  see  that  all  the  stores  are  sent  before  you  from 
thence ;  and,  upon  your  being  certain  that  it  is  effected, 
you  cannot  get  too  soon  to  New-York,  where  you  will  report 
your  whole  proceedings  to  Colonel  MiJJlin,  and  produce  and 
settle  your  accounts  with  him. 

Depending  much  upon  your  diligence,  activity,  and  fide- 
lity, I  rest  satisfied  that  no  part  of  the  publick  service,  com- 
mitted to  your  care  and  guidance,  will  be,  in  the  least, 
neglected. 

Given  at  Head-Quarters,  in  Cambridge,  this  3d  day  of 
April,  1776. 

To  John  Parke,  Fsq.,  fee. 


George  Washington. 


to  each  of  die  Surgeons  of  the  four  Regiments  left  in  garri- 
son there  under  the  immediate  command  of  Major-General 
Ward;  also,  a  chest  for  Colonel  Glover's  Regiment,  on 
command  at  Beverley. 

Reposing  entire  confidence  in  your  care,  diligence,  and 
zeal  for  the  service,  I  remain  satbfied  of  your  best  exertions 
for  the  publick  benefit. 

Given  at  Cambridge,  Head-Quarters,  3d  day  of  April, 

1  TT^ 

George  Washington. 
To  Doctor  John  Morgan. 


COUNCIL    OF    MASSACHUSETTS    TO    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

The  Council  are  informed  that  there  are  a  number  of 
cannon  on  Castle-Island,  which  have  been  no  further  injured 
by  our  enemies  tiian  having  been  spiked  up ;  and  as  they 
may  be  immediately  wanted  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony, 
the  Council  recommend  to  the  honourable  House  that  they 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  employ  some  suitable  per- 
sons to  unspike  the  touch-holes  ;  and  that  garrison-carriages 
and  other  necessary  implements  be  provided  for  them,  that 
they  may  be  fit  for  use. 

In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Council : 

James  Otis,  President. 


ORDERS     AND    INSTRUCTIONS    FOR    DOCTOR    JOHN   MORGAN, 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL    OF    THE    HOSPITAL. 

As  the  grand  Continental  Army  immediately  under  the 
command  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington  will,  as 
soon  as  it  is  practicable,  be  assembled  at  Neiv-York,  you 
are,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  remove  the  General  Hos- 
pital to  that  city. 

As  the  sick  m  the  different  houses  cannot  be  removed, 
but  must  be  attended  until  they  are  able  to  march,  you  will 
leave  such  Surgeons,  Surgeons'  Mates,  Apothecary,  and  at- 
tendants, under  the  direction  of as  are  neces- 

sarv  for  the  care  of  the  sick  now  in  the  General  Hospital. 

The  medicines,  stores,  bedding,  &.C.,  not  immediately 
wanted  in  the  General  Hospital,  should  be  loaded  in  carts, 
that  will  be  provided  next  Saturday,  by  the  Assistant 
Quartermaster-General,  and  sent,  under  the  care  of  a  proper 
officer,  or  officers,  of  the  Hospital,  to  Norwich,  in  Connecti- 
cut. Upon  their  arrival  there,  they  will  find  his  Excellency's 
orders  how,  and  in  what  manner,  to  proceed  from  thence, 
whether  by  land  or  by  water. 

The  medicines  ordered,  upon  his  Excellency's  application, 
by  the  honourable  the  General  Court  of  this  Province,  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  town  of  Boston,  should  be  sent  with  the 
first  of  the  Hospital  stores  that  go  to  Norwich,  a  careful  per- 
son having  orders  to  take  charge  of  the  same. 

The  fixing  and  completing  the  Regimental  medicine-chests, 
according  to  your  plan  lately  proposed,  had  better  be  defer- 
red until  your  arrival  at  New-York,  when  that  may  be  set 
about  under  your  inspection. 

As  the  removing  the  General  Hospital  must  be  attended 
with  such  a  variety  of  duty  and  attention,  1  must  refrain 
from  giving  more  particular  directions,  leaving  a  latitude  to 
your  experience  and  know  ledge  in  your  profession  to  govern 
and  direct  all  your  motions. 

Before  you  leave  Cambridge,  it  will  be  necessary  to  see 
a  proper  Regimental  medicine-chest  provided  and  delivered 


To  the  Honourable  Coujicil  and  the  Honourable  House  of 
Representatives,  now  sitting  at  Watertown. 

The  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  o/Provincetown,  in  behalf 
of  said  Town,  humbly  showeth: 

That  on  the  28th  day  of  March  last  a  sloop  appearing 
near  the  shore  on  the  back  of  said  town,  and  to  be  in  dis- 
tress ;  on  going  on  board,  found  her  to  be  from  Boston, 
with  five  men  on  board,  and  twenty-five  women  and  chil- 
dren, in  the  most  miserable  condition.  It  seems  they  were 
bound  for  Halifax ;  but,  having  neither  seamen  nor  water 
on  board,  they  were  unable  to  proceed  on  their  intended 
voyage.  And  as  we  have  reason  to  believe  them  to  be  some 
of  those  vermin  which  have  been  so  destructive  to  the  peace 
and  good  order  of  the  Colony,  we  communicate  their  names 
to  your  Honours,  viz:  Robert  Campbell,*  Peter  Harris, 
Patrick  Trutt,  Daniel  Wissel,  and  the  famous  Jolly  Allen, 
late  of  Boston.  Said  sloop's  cargo  consists  of  household 
goods,  wearing  apparel,  and  casks  of  delph  and  glassware. 

And  we  humbly  pray  your  Honours  to  give  such  direc- 
tions as  you  shall  think  proper  with  the  present  vessel  and 
goods  now  in  our  hands ;  and,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 

P^Y'  Nehemiah  Nickerson, 

Stephen  Atwood, 
Solomon  Cook. 
Provincetown,  April  3,  1776. 


colonel    ANDREW    REED    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Boolhbay,  AprU  3,  1776. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Honours,  diat  James  Cargil, 
whom  the  honourable  Court  last  year  appointed  a  Colonel 
in  the  County  of  Lincoln,  on  the  23d  day  of  March  last 

•Tnuno,  .^pril  5,  1776. 

Mat  it  pleask  the  Hokoubable  Coubt  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform 
your  Honours  I  have  a  sloop  on  shore  at  Cape-Cod,  put  in  there  in  dis- 
tress, having  thirty  souls  on  board,  and  not  one  drop  of  water. 

It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  I  got  clear  of  the  fleet,  without  the 
loss  of  the  sloop,  as  my  intention  was  to  part  them,  to  put  into  some  port 
to  repair,  and  to  proceed  to  the  Province  of  J\l'ewYork.  Ibeg  such  direc- 
tions as  may  enable  me  to  dispose  of  the  passengers  and  secure  my  pro- 
perty. Should  it  be  suggested  that  I  may  be  an  enemy  to  my  country, 
I  can  produce  proper  testimony,  if  required,  T  have  not  acted  any  part 
in  favour  of  the  Ministerial  Troops ;  but  my  intention  is,  by  means  of  the 
sloop,  to  be  useful  to  my  country,  and  provide  for  my  family. 

I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  had  it  in  my  power  to  make  myself 
better  known,  but  cannot  at  present,  as  I  am  illy  able  to  hold  a  pen,  having 
frozen  my  fingers  for  want  of  help  on  board. 

I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  a  friend,  Robert  Campbeli. 

Th  enames  of  the  persons  that  arrived  at  this  place  on  board  the  Sloop 
Sally,  2Sth  March,  1776:  Robert  Campbell,  Master  ;  Peter  Harrit, 
Patrick  I'roiit,  Daniel  IViscl,  wife  and  child ;  Jolly  Mien,  wife  and  his 
seven  children ;  SnWi/ jSrnrf/brrf,  servant  maid;  Ulla  Co/i/nn^-er,  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Allen's  family  ;  Mrs.  Eleanor  Sarry,  and  her  five  children  ; 
Mrs.  J^ancy  Cro-wfoot  and  child  ;  Mrs.  Joanna  James  and  her  son;  .Mrs. 
Dolly  Stone,  Mary  Barrett,  and  Elizabeth  U'inslo-a — thirty  persons  iu 
number. 
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came  to  this  town  of  Hoothhay,  and,  in  my  presence  and 
hearing,  began  to  rail  at  the  Reverend  John  Murray,  calling 
said  Mr.  Murray  a  liar  and  mischief-maker ;  then  found 
fault  with  the  Regulating  bill,  calling  it  a  Tory  bill ;  then 
proceeded  to  damn  the  General  Court.  In  the  next  place, 
said  Cargil  (as  far  as  his  words  could)  damned  all  officers 
who  had  taken  commissions  under  said  honourable  Court, 
in  particular  Colonel  fVilliam  Jones  and  myself,  for  reasons 
to  me  unknown  ;  nor  were  his  speeches  in  private,  but  in 
publick  company.  Therefore,  pray  your  Honours  to  give 
some  directions  concerning  said  Cargil,  as  his  language  may 
lead  many  weak  minds  out  of  the  path  of  duty. 

These  are,  gentlemen,  from  your  most  obedient,  humble 

^®"^"''  Andrew  Reed,  Colonel 


Halifax,  Nova-Scotia,  April  3,  1776. 

The  first  division  of  the  Fleet  and  Transports  from  Bos- 
ton (containing  chiefly  the  inhabitants,  Stc.)  arrived  here 
yesterday,  after  a  passage  of  only  six  days  ;  and  the  second 
division  (containing  the  Troops)  arrived  this  day,  after  a 
passage  of  only  four  days.  They  have  little  or  no  provi- 
sions, nor  can  this  place  supply  them  with  any ;  neither  are 
there  conveniences  on  shore  for  this  unexpected  body  of 
people. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  King's  Troops  that  the  Provincials 
did  not  attack  this  place  last  summer,  which  they  certainly 
intended  ;  but  General  Preble,  who  was  to  have  commanded 
the  expedition,  and  had  actually  embarked  one  thousand 
five  hundred  New-England  Troops  in  a  large  number  of 
Marblehead  Schooners  for  that  purpose,  hearing  that  the 
small-pox  was  very  prevalent  here  at  that  time,  the  scheme 
was  laid  aside.  The  New-England  people  are  incredibly 
afraid  of  the  small-pox. 


JOHN    PAGE  TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETV. 

Williamsburgh,  Virginia,  April  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  this  moment  received  the  en- 
closed packet,  and  forward  it  to  you  with  all  possible  de- 
spatch. Its  importance  will  be  known  by  the  following 
extract  of  the  letter  whicli  enclosed  it  to  us,  dated  Newbem, 
March  30,  1776: 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  your  care 
a  packet  from  South-  Carolina,  containing  despatches  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  Colonies,  which  I  am  directed  by 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  that  Province  to  send  on  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  the  District  of  Newbem,  requesting 
that  you,  gentlemen,  will  immediately  forward  it,  by  express, 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  and  desire  them  to 
forward  it,  by  express,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Mary- 
land, and  to  request  that  Committee  to  forward  it,  with  the 
utmost  expedition,  to  Philadelphia.  I  have  given  you  their 
request  in  their  own  words,  which  will,  no  doubt,  induce 
you  to  comply  with  their  request."  Signed  "Cornelius 
Harnett,"  and  addressed  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Newbem  District. 

For  and  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia, 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Page,  V.  P. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


PLAN    OF    THE    AMERICAN   COMPACT. 

New- York,  April  4,  177<i. 
The  capital  subject  of  conversation  throughout  America, 
for  these  few  weeks  past,  hath  been  excited  by  a  pamphlet 
entitled  Common  Sense,  the  author  of  which  endeavours  to 
show  the  necessity  of  our  final  separation  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  our  rights  and  privileges  cannot  be  properly  secured 
by  any  mode  of  reconciliation  whatever.  None  of  the 
answers  given  to  this  ingenious  pamphlet  have  sketched  out 
any  plan  of  settlement  by  which  it  might  appear  that  our 
rights  and  freedom  would  be  fully  secured,  thouirh  au-ain 
united  and  harmonized  with  Britain.  That  such  a  com- 
pact or  settlement  is  practicable,  I  think,  ought  to  be  made 
apparent  to  the  people  of  America  before  they  can  be  con- 
vinced of  the  propriety  of  reconciliation ;  and  unless  this 
can  be  effected,  I  never  wish  to  see  the  union ;  preferring, 
beyond  all  comparison,  the  toils  and  dangers  of  erecting  a 
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free  and  independent  fabrick,  to  the  delusive  promises  of 
freedom,  pregnant  with  the  principles  of  servitude  and  op- 
pression. But  I  think  such  a  compact  or  act  of  Parliament 
may  be  framed  as  will  secure  to  Americans  the  right  of  free- 
men, at  the  same  time  that  it  removes  from  them  the  horrors 
of  war  and  the  desolations  with  which  even  victory  must  be 
attended.  I  think  no  considerate  person  will  deny  that  our 
truly  honourable  Congress  were  of  opinion  such  a  compact 
could  be  formed  when  they  petitioned  the  King,  addressed 
the  i)eople  of  Britain,  and  prayed  to  the  Father  of  Peace 
for  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  as  the  greatest  bless- 
ing these  Colonies  could  enjoy.  If  such  a  settlement,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Congress,  could  so  lately  have  been 
framed,  I  think  no  good  reason  can  be  given  why  it  cannot 
now  be  effected,  since  the  same  wise  and  salutary  regula- 
tions which,  six  months  ago,  would  have  secured  us  against 
the  inroads  of  tyranny,  and  the  designs  of  a  wicked  Ministry, 
must,  at  this  day,  answer  the  same  important  purposes. 
What  were  the  articles  of  this  compact,  which  our  Congress 
must  have  thought  would  be  sufficient  to  secure  our  liber- 
ties, I  do  not  know.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  for  me  to 
relate  them  ;  but  sufficient  it  is,  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing the  foundation  of  independency,  to  delineate  the  outlines 
of  a  compact  which  would  reconcile  us  to  Great  Britain, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  secure  and  preserve  our  rights  and 
privileges.  Such  a  general  plan,  or  groundwork,  is  here 
offered  to  the  publick  for  their  consideration. 

1.  The  British  Parliament  shall  have  no  power  to  tax 
the  Colonies. 

2.  The  Parliament  shall  not  intermeddle  with  the  inter- 
nal police  of  the  Colonies.  Let  Britain  provide  for  her  own 
internal  government,  and  the  Colonies  for  theirs.  By  this 
clause,  all  disputes  about  invasion  of  charters,  rights  of  trial 
by  jury,  manufactures  of  the  Colonies,  &lc.,  will  be  rooted 
up  at  one  stroke. 

3.  The  Crown  shall  appoint  the  officers  of  Government 
in  the  Colonies  during  good  behaviour,  and  the  people  of  the 
Colonies  pay  them.  By  this  means  the  officers  become 
equally  dependant  upon  Crown  and  people,  as  they  always 
ought  to  be. 

4.  The  Parliament  shall  have  the  regulation  of  our  trade; 
but,  lest  they  may  lay  heavy  duties  upon  articles  of  our  trade, 
under  pretence  of  regulating  it,  and  so  raise  a  revenue  out 
of  the  Colonies,  they  should  have  no  right  to  the  duties,  but 
they  should  go  to,  and  be  for  the  benefit  of,  that  Colony 
from  which  they  were  raised,  to  contribute  in  paying  that 
Colony's  taxes,  Stc. 

5.  As  it  is  necessary  there  should  be  some  general  power 
to  superintend  and  regulate  the  interest  of  the  Colonies  as 
connected  with,  and  interfering  with  each  other,  which  no 
Provincial  Legislature  is  competent  to ;  and  as  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  give  the  British  Parliament  that  power,  lest 
tyranny  might  enter  in  at  so  indefinite  a  passage,  there  should 
be  a  General  Convention,  consisting  of  Deputies  from  the 
several  Colony  Assemblies,  or  from  the  people,  whose  busi- 
ness should  be  to  regulate  the  posts,  the  general  currency, 
and  the  proportion  of  the  forces  of  the  Colonies,  and  all 
other  matters  in  which  the  separate  Colony  Legislatures 
have  not  sufficient  authority,  and  which  are  not  contrary  to 
the  right  herein  allowed  to  the  British  Pariiament.  One 
special  business  of  this  Convention  should  be,  to  keep  a 
vigilant  and  careful  watch  over  the  designs  and  transactions 
of  the  British  Ministry  and  Pariiament,  that  so,  by  an  eariy 
watchword,  it  may  prevent  tyranny  in  its  embryo.  But,  as 
absolute  power  might,  in  time,  be  assumed  by  tliis  Congress 
were  it  without  any  check,  its  acts,  therefore,  should  go 
home  for  the  Royal  assent ;  the  Crown  to  have  no  power  to 
reject  them,  or  the  Provincial  acts,  unless  done  within  three 
years  after  passing  here. 

6.  For  our  security  against  the  introduction  of  British 
Troops  to  enslave  us  in  times  of  tranquillity,  when  we  had 
forgot  the  use  of  arms,  a  perpetual  standing  Militia  bill 
should  form  part  of  the  compact,  by  which  means  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Colonies  would  keep  up  their  martial  spirit,  and 
always  be  ])repared  against  the  attack  of  arbitrary  power. 
But  as  it  would  be  useful,  in  case  of  sudden  invasion,  to 
have  a  small  number  of  troops  at  all  times  ready  to  repel 
such  invasion,  the  King  should  have  a  right  to  send  a  cerr 
tain  limited  number — for  instance,  ten  or  twelve  thousand — 
upon  the  Continent,  whose  immediate  exertions  might  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  an  enemy  until  the  Militia  could  be 
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assembled  and  brought  up.  Whoever  asserts  that  ten  or 
twelve  thousand  soldiers  would  be  suffirient  to  control  the 
Militia  of  this  Continent,  consisting  of  five  liundrcd  thousand 
brave  men,  pays  but  a  des|)icable  compliment  to  the  spirit 
and  ability  o(  Amtricans.  More  than  this  stipulated  num- 
ber the  Crown  should  not  send,  without  the  consent  of  the 
General  Convention,  or  Congress. 

7.  In  order  to  prevent  bribery  and  corruption  from  sap- 
ping the  foundation  of  the  goodly  fabrick,  the  compact 
should  contain  those  three  clausl^s,  viz :  That  the  Colonies 
should  choose  thciir  Representatives  and  Convention  every 
two  years ;  that  they  should  choose  them  by  ballot ;  and 
that  no  officer  or  pensionary  of  the  Crown  should  be 
elected. 

8.  As  these  Colonies  would  be  protected  by  the  power 
o( Britain,  and  would  receive  all  the  duties  arising  from  the 
regulation  of  trade,  the  Colonics  should  stipulate  to  allow 
them  eight  per  cent,  upon  all  merchandises  imported  from 
foreign  countries.  This  would  be  the  easiest  of  all  methods 
for  raising  this  sura.  It  would  be  paid  invisibly,  and  we 
should  even  then  be  gainers,  since  we  should  receive  a  profit 
of  twelve  per  cent,  upon  such  foreign  commodities.  If  the 
exigencies  of  the  Slate  should,  at  any  time,  require  a  further 
grant,  the  same  should  he  obtained  freely,  by  way  of  requi- 
sition. 

These  are  the  outlines  of  the  compact  of  reconciliation, 
by  which,  it  Ls  apparent,  our  freedom  may  be  amply  secured. 
No  doubt  many  additions  may  be  made  to  it  by  the  wisdom 
of  our  venerable  Congress,  and  the  observations  of  my  coun- 
trymen. And  since  an  honourable  and  secure  hamiony  may 
a^ain  be  established  between  Great  Britain  and  these  Co- 
lonies, who  would  prefer  the  horrors  of  war,  the  ruin  of  com- 
merce, the  destruction  of  private  peace  and  happiness,  and 
the  loss  of  thousands  of  our  coimtrymen  in  battle,  to  the 
blessings  of  peace  and  tranquillity,  the  enjoyment  of  plenty 
and  abundance,  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  our  fellow- 
creatures — and  all  these  in  the  full  possession  of  liberty  ? 
And  for  what  are  we  to  encounter  all  these  evils  and  untried 
ways,  which,  like  all  novel  experiments,  must  be  attended 
with  innumerable  difficulties  if  they  should  happen  to  prove 
successful,  and  with  dismal  consequences  should  they  mis- 
carry ?  It  is  a  form  of  Government  which  Baron  Montes- 
quieu, and  the  best  writers  on  the  subject,  have  shown  to  be 
attended  with  many  mischiefs  and  imperfections,  while  they 
pass  high  encomiums  on  the  excellency  of  the  British  Con- 
stitution. But  why  should  I  dwell  upon  the  dangers  of  this 
scheme?  The  Continental  Congress  have  never  lisped  the 
least  desire  for  independency  or  republicanism.  All  their 
publications  breathe  another  spirit ;  and  in  their  justice,  wis- 
dom, and  virtue,  I  can  freely  confide  for  a  restoration  of  peace 
and  tranquillity  upon  just  and  honourable  conditions. 

An  English  American. 


the  convenience  of  a  good  stream,  fee.)  to  erect  one  of  said 
mills,  and  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturing  Gunpow- 
der, according  to  the  direction  of  the  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Committee,  this  4th  day  of  April,  1776. 
Johannes  Hardenbergh,  Chairman. 


GENERAL    SCHinrLER   TO    GENERAL   THOMPSON. 

AUi»ny,  April  i,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  Since  I  wrote  you  this  morning,  I  have 
received  advice  from  Tryon  County  that  some  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  have  unfriendly  intentions  towards  us.  This  will 
oblige  me  to  call  out  a  body  of  Minute-men ;  and  as  I  am 
altogether  destitute  of  powder  and  hall,  you  will  pleiise  to 
forward  a  ton  of  the  former  with  all  possible  despatch,  and 
as  much  of  the  latter  as  can  be  spared. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  roquest  the  Nev>-York  Con- 
gress that  the  sailoi-s  may  be  sent  up  without  delay. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  General  Thomjpson. 


GENERAL  PUTNAM  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

New- York,  April  4,  1776. 

Sir:  Since  my  arrival  at  this  place  I  have  had  abundant 
reason  to  be  convinced  that  the  Army  here  is  in  the  highest 
need  of  an  immediate  supply  of  cash.  I  therefore  now  send 
Major  Sherburne  to  Philadelphia,  and  I  hope  the  Congress 
will  despatch  him  as  soon  as  possible,  with  at  least  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  tliat  purpose. 

I  am,  with  great  regard  and  esteem,  your  most  humble 

^"^"''  Israel  Pittnam. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

ULSTER   county    (nEW-YORk)    COIUMITTEE. 

Whereas  the  Provincial  Congress  have  recommended  that 
a  number  of  Powder-Mills  be  immediately  built  within  this 
Colony,  with  certain  encoui-agements  to  such  persons  as  will 
undertake  to  erect  the  same,  pi'ovided  such  persons  be  re- 
commended by  the  Committee  of  the  County  where  such 
mills  are  to  be  erected  ;  and  application  having  been  made 
to  us,  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of 
Ulster,  by  Henry  Wisner,  Junior,  Esq.,  and  Major  Moses 
Phillips,  both  of  the  said  County,  for  our  recommendation 
of  them  as  proper  persons  to  build  and  carry  on  one  of  the 
Powder-Mills  ordered  by  said  resolutions,  we,  therefore,  do 
humbly  recommend  the  said  Henry  WVsner,  Jun.,  Esq.,  and 
Major  Phillips,  in  copartnership,  as  proper  persons  (having 


WILLIAM    McDERMOTT  TO  NEW-YORK  COMJIITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

April  4,  1776. 

G  ENTLEMEN :  Not  having  had  the  honour  of  an  answer 
from  you  to  a  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  which  I  took  the 
liberty  of  subscribing  my  name  to,  induces  me  to  a  second 
application,  which  I  Batter  myself  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  admit  before  your  respectable  House. 

I  have  been  a  prisoner  under  close  confinement  near  five 
weeks — for  what,  I  am  an  utter  stranger ;  therefore,  shall 
esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  order  me 
before  you,  as  I  am  fully  conscious  of  my  innocence  of  any 
charge  against  me,  if  any  is  laid  before  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  ^r  »»  ^v 

'  William  McDermott. 

To  the  New-YorTc  Committee  of  Safety. 


J.    waters,    junior,    to    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

New-London,  April  1,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Honour  :  We  have  just  received 
intelligence  that  twenty-one  vessels  were  yesterday  seen  off 
Newport,  Rhode-Island ;  that  several  had  come  up.  The 
particulars  your  Honour  will  receive  from  Colonel  Salton- 
stall.  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  you  with  the 
state  of  the  fortresses :  that  upon  Groton  is  carried  up  in 
part,  and  shall  be  completed  with  all  possible  despatch  ; 
that  upon  Shaw's  Neck  is  not  so  far  forward  as  I  could 
wish.  I  have  improved  every  moment  since  your  Honour's 
departure  to  get  it  forward,  and  shall,  if  possible,  complete 
a  battery,  which  may  contain  a  few  cannon,  (if  we  have 
them,)  this  week. 

I  could  most  ardently  wish,  upon  this  pressing  necessity, 
to  have  more  hands  employed,  which  would  much  expedite 
the  work ;  but  in  this  case  your  Honour  will  be  pleased  to 
be  mindful  of  working  materials ;  and  as  they  cannot  be 
immediately  ready,  will  be  pleased  to  direct  how  I  shall  ob- 
tain them.  You  will  be  pleased  to  be  explicit  in  any  orders 
you  may  send  me.  I  shall  endeavour  punctually  to  obey 
them. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Josi.  Waters,  Jun. 
To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  in  Lebanon. 


colonel  SALTONSTALL  to  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 
New-London,  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  April  1,  1776. 
Honoured  Sir  :  This  moment  Mr.  Adam  Babcock  came 
in,  (from  Westerly  this  morning,)  and  advises  that  he  there 
saw  an  order  issued  by  Colonel  Noyes  to  the  several  Militia 
Captains  under  his  command,  (dated  twelve  o'clock  last 
night.)  to  march  immediately  to  Neuport,  having  received 
an  express  from  Colonel  Henry  Babcock,  at  Neivport,  da- 
ted yesterday  noon,  advising  that  twenty-one  ships  had  just 
arrived  there,  but  did  not  say  from  whence  they  came.  The 
Colonel  at  Neivport  says  the  ships  are  in  tiie  offing,  and  the 
express  adtis  that  four  of  the  ships  were  got  abreast  Neio- 
port — some  of  the  fleet  standing  in  on  the  east  side  the 
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Island,  the  others  directly  for  the  harbour.     This  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  advise  your  Honour  of  by  express.       \ 

Tile  two  plans  of  fortifications  that  1  siiowed  your  Ho- 
nour, I  loft  undesigned  upon  your  desk  ;  not  supposing  they 
would  be  of  any  advantage  to  you,  and  as  they  perhaps  may 
be  of  some  advantage  here,  I  should  be  pleased  to  have 
them  again,  when  you  please. 

I  intended  to  have  made  a  few  observations  on  the  plan 
for  the  Neck,  viz  :  That  to  finish  the  work  as  it  now  stands, 
and  described  by  the  picket  line,  as  it  is  much  more  exten- 
sive than  the  other,  and  the  proposed  one  for  ten  heavy 
cannon,  (in  each  case,)  will  be  much  more  expensive  than 
tliat  proposed  by  the  other  plan — indeed,  to  remove  the  ma- 
terials already  used,  to  the  other  proposed  work,  will  be  fifty 
per  cent,  less  than  to  proceed  as  the  works  are  now  begun. 
If  the  fort  is  to  be  enclosed,  the  first  works  will  be  vastly  more 
expensive  than  necessary.  It  was  ever  my  opinion  to  have 
the  turret  line  east  and  west.  Should,  in  future  days,  it  be 
thought  necessary  to  make  a  regular  fort,  with  bastions,  I 
conceive  the  corners  of  the  plan  are  well  calculated  to  be 
made  into  bastions ;  and  if  the  fort  should  be  thought  best 
to  be  a  square,  it  is  only  to  extend  the  diameter  north  and 
south,  so  as  to  be  equal  to  the  east  and  west  diameter ;  and 
if  the  barracks  were  sunk  six  feet  under  the  surface,  (as  in 
the  grand  barracks,)  the  parapet  would  cover  them  from  a 
cannon-shot ;  and  if  the  fort  should  be  made  square,  it 
would  admit  of  a  handsome  parade  between  the  barracks 
and  platform. 

I  am,  your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

G.  Saltonstall. 
To  Govemour  TrumbuU. 


colonel    saltonstall   to    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 
New-London,  April  4,  1776,  eight  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Honourable  Sir:  Yesterday  at  six  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Cap- 
tain Henry  Billings  delivered  me  your  Honour's  orders  of 
the  2d  instant,  to  detach  one-third  of  the  Third  Regiment 
in  this  Colony,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  service  at 
a  minute's  warning,  &z;c. ;  and  the  vote  of  the  Govemour 
and  Council  of  Safety,  dated  1st  instant,  directing  me  to 
augment  the  company  under  my  command  to  ninety  men, 
to  defend  this  and  the  neighbouring  places  from  any  inva- 
sion by  the  fleet  your  Honour  supposed,  by  the  intelligence 
received,  were  at  Newport.  The  various  accounts  from 
Newport,  since  Tuesday  noon,  made  it  probable  the  ac- 
count of  a  fleet  being  arrived  there  was  premature,  and  last 
evening  the  post  came  in  from  thence  and  confirmed  the 
matter  that  no  fleet  had  been  there,  as  your  Honour  was 
informed  by  express  from  Govemour  Cooke.  The  post 
tells  me  two  men  made  oath,  before  Colonel  Babcock,  they 
saw  a  fleet,  which  I  conclude  was  the  foundation  of  Gover- 
nour  Cooke's  intelligence.  Enclosed  you  have  the  New- 
port paper,  by  which  you  will  see  that  no  ship  but  the 
Nautilus  (of  sixteen  guns)  had  arrived  there,  and  the  ac- 
counts of  the  fleet  were  only  report. 

Matters  relative  to  said  fleet  being  thus  situated,  thought 
it  my  duty  to  send  this  express  to  your  Honour  for  further 
orders.  As  to  detaching  one-third  the  regiment,  and  aug- 
menting the  company  to  ninety,  and  as  it  would  be  attended 
with  no  small  expense  to  the  Colony,  and  the  occasion  for 
so  doing  arose  from  an  eiToneous  information  your  Honour 
and  Council  of  Safety  had  received,  shall  therefore  omit 
issuing  any  orders  in  the  premisas,  until  the  express  returns ; 
and  if,  in  so  doing,  omit  immediately  executing  your  Ho- 
nour's orders,  hope  for  forgiveness,  and  that  you  will  attri- 
bute my  conduct  to  a  zeal  for  the  Colony's  interest,  by 
avoiding  a  considerable  expense  that  would  unavoidably 
accrue  if  the  orders  received  from  your  Honour  were  in- 
stantly executed. 

The  Honourable  Samuel  Ward  died  at  Philadelphia  the 
31st  ultimo.  My  friend  at  Philadelphia,  the  28th  ultimo, 
writes,  "our  fleet  is  at  South-Carolina."  I  heartily  con- 
gratulate your  Honour  on  the  success  of  the  American 
Troops  to  the  southward  against  Regulators  and  Tories. 
General  Heath,  with  the  troops,  arrived  at  New-York  Sa- 
turday afternoon. 

I  am,  witii  the  greatest  esteem,  your  Honour's  most  obe- 
dient  and  humble  servant,  ^   Saltonstall. 

To  Govemour  TrumbuU. 


GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL    TO    COLONEL    SALTONSTALL. 
Lebanon,  April  4,  1776,  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sir:  I  have  your  favour  of  this  morning  before  me. 
Your  company  to  bo  augmented  to  ninety  men  was  in- 
tended had  no  misinformation  been  received.  The  addition 
of  one  company  from  your  regiment,  and  another  from  Co- 
lonel Coit,  for  the  service  at  Mamacock  and  JFmthrop's 
Point,  will  not  forward  those  works  with  more  expedition 
than  is  desirable.  The  failure  of  the  plan  for  Minute-men 
renders  the  detachment  now  ordered  necessary  for  the  secu- 
rity of  the  harbour  and  defence  of  the  town  of  New-Lon- 
don. 1  have  not  authority  to  counteract  the  order  of  the 
Govemour  and  Council,  and  think  it  best  not  to  call  them 
together  on  the  occasion  ;  although  I  approve  of  your  zeal 
for  the  Colony's  interest,  and  of  your  useful  hints  for  avoid- 
ing expenses.  You  will  please  to  go  on  to  execute  the 
orders  you  have  received.  How  soon  the  enemy  may 
enter  the  harbour,  make  the  attack,  and  attempt  to  land,  or 
burn  the  town,  is  uncertain.  Readiness  to  receive  them  is 
the  best  preventive  remedy.  I  hope  the  works  will  be  for- 
warded with  prudence,  diligence,  and  attention,  and  that 
we  shall  obtain  a  loan  of  cannon  from  New-York  to  be 
planted  in  them.  I  have  desired  Govemour  Griswold  to 
come  through  New-London  on  Monday  next,  that  he  may 
be  able  to  inform  of  every  circumstance  needful  to  be  at- 
tended to.  The  Council  meet  next  Tuesday.  I  received 
from  Govemour  Cooke  a  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  at  evening, 
informing  of  the  mistake  concerning  the  fleet.  I  have 
nothing  material  that  is  new.  I  have  enclosed  the  two 
maps  you  left  on  my  table. 

I  am,  with  great  tmth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  ^  r^i 

Jonathan  Irumbull. 
To  Colonel  Saltonstall. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON  TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  15.    Referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  S.  Adams.] 

Cambridge,  April  4,  1776. 

Sir:  I  was  honoured  with  your  favours  of  the  21st  and 
25th  ultimo,  on  the  2d  instant,  the  former  by  Mr.  Hanson, 
and  the  latter  by  Fessenden. 

I  heartily  wish  the  money  had  anived  sooner,  that'  the 
Militia  might  have  been  paid  as  soon  as  their  time  of  ser- 
vice expired.  The  disappointment  has  given  them  great 
uneasiness,  and  they  are  gone  home  much  dissatisfied.  Nor 
have  I  been  without  severe  complaints  from  the  other  troops 
on  the  same  account.  When  I  get  to  New-York,  I  hope 
a  sufficient  sum  will  be  there  ready  to  pay  every  claim. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  a  report  of  the  deficiency 
of  arms  in  compliance  with  the  direction  of  Congress  at  this 
time,  as  some  of  the  regiments  are  at,  and  most  of  the  others 
on  their  march  to.  New-  York ;  nor  do  I  know  that  it  would 
answer  any  good  purpose  if  it  were,  having  made  repeated 
applications  to  the  several  Assemblies  and  Conventions  upon 
the  subject,  and  constanUy  received  for  answer  that  they 
would  afford  us  relief. 

When  I  arrive  at  New-York,  I  shall,  in  pursuance  of  the 
order  of  Congress,  detach  four  battalions  to  Canada,  if  the 
situation  of  affaii-s  will  admit  of  it,  and  shall  be  extremely 
happy  if  they  and  the  troops  already  there  can  effect  the 
important  end  of  their  going. 

In  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  per  post,  I  enclosed  you 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Govemour  Cooke,  advising  me  of 
the  arrival  of  a  ship-of-war,  &ic.,  at  and  near  the  harbour  of 
Newport.  I  have  now  die  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the 
report  was  entirely  premature,  and  without  any  foundation. 
You  have  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  the  1st  instant  to  this  effect. 
I  wish  the  alarm  had  never  been  given.  It  occasioned  Ge- 
neral Sullivan  and  his  brigade  to  make  an  unnecessary  and 
uiconvenient  diversion  from  their  route. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  account  presented  by  the  ho- 
nourable General  Court,  of  powder  furnished  the  Continental 
Army  by  this  Colony.  From  the  account,  it  appears  that 
part  of  it  was  supplied  before  the  Army  was  under  my  com- 
mand, and  therefore  I  know  nothing  of  it,  but  have  not 
the  smallest  doubt  of  the  justice  of  the  charge.  I  shall  leave 
about  two  hundred  barrels  of  this  article  with  Major-General 
Ward,  out  of  which  Congress  will  direct  him  to  make  a  re- 
tum,  if  they  think  proper,  and  also  repayment  of  what  may 
have  been  furnished  by  tlie  other  Governments. 
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A  proclamalion  of  General  Hotee,  issued  a  few  days  be- 
fore his  departure  from  town,  Iiaving  fallen  into  my  hands, 
I  have  enclosed  you  a  copy,  which  probably  lias  been  the 
occasion  of  large  quantities  of  goods  being  carried  away,  and 
the  removal  of  many  persons,  which  otherwise  would  not 
have  happened. 

Colonel  Warren,  Paymaster-General,  finding  the  Army 
likely  to  be  removed  from  hence,  informed  me  the  other 
day,  that  the  situation  of  iiis  affairs  and  engagements  in  the 
business  of  the  Colony  are  such  as  to  prevent  him  from  per- 
sonally attending  the  Army,  and  offered,  in  case  it  should  be 
required,  to  resign.  This  was  rather  embarrassing.  To  me 
it  appears  indispensably  necessary  tha.t  the  Paymaster-Ge- 
neral, with  his  books,  should  be  at  or  near  Head-Quarters. 
Indeed,  it  is  usual  for  the  head  of  every  department  in  the 
Army,  however  dispersed  that  Anny  may  be,  to  be  with 
the  Commanding-General,  keeping  deputies  in  the  smaller 
departments.  On  the  other  hand.  Colonel  Warren's  merit 
and  attaoliment  to  the  cause  are  such,  that  I  could  do  nothing 
less  than  desire  (as  some  money  must  be  left  for  the  pay 
and  contingent  charges  of  the  Anny  which  will  remain  here) 
he  would  wait  here  till  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  give 
their  sentiments  upon  the  matter,  sending,  in  the  mean  time, 
some  person  in  whom  he  could  confide  with  die  money,  (but 
little  of  which  there  will  be  to  carry,  though  great  the  de- 
mands, as  nine  of  the  regiments  which  have  marched  to 
Neu)-York  have  only  received  five  hundred  pounds  each, 
towards  their  pay  for  the  months  of  February  and  March, 
and  six  others  not  one  farthing.)  I  hope,  therefore,  this 
matter  will  be  considered  by  Congress,  and  the  result  trans- 
mitted me  as  soon  as  done. 

I  would  also  mention  to  Congress  that  the  Militia  Regi- 
ments, which  were  last  called  upon,  in  making  up  their  ab- 
stracts, charged  pay — ^the  officers  from  the  time  they  received 
orders  to  raise  companies,  and  the  privates  from  the  time  they 
respectively  engaged  to  come,  or  were  called  upon  ;  though 
they  did  not  march  for  a  considerable  time  after,  some  not 
within  three,  four,  to  twenty  days,  and  during  all  which  they 
remained  at  home  about  their  own  private  affairs,  without 
doing  anything  else  than  preparing  for  the  march,  as  they 
say  by  way  of  plea.  This  appeared  to  me  so  exceedingly 
unreasonable,  and  so  contrary  to  justice,  that  the  publick 
should  pay  for  a  longer  time  than  from  the  day  of  their 
march  to  that  of  their  return,  that  I  ordered  the  abstracts  to 
be  made  out  accordingly,  and  refused  to  give  warrants  on 
any  other  terms.  They  say  that  the  inlisting  orders  which 
went  out  from  their  Governments,  give  them  the  pay  they 
claim.  The  fact  may  be  that  something  in  these  may  seem 
to  authorize  it.  But  I  must  submit  it  to  Congress,  and  wish 
for  their  decision  whether  the  Continent  must  pay  it. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

P.  S.  I  shall  set  oflf  to-day.  G.  W. 

Providence,  April  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  yesterday  wrote  your  Excellency  that  I  had  in- 
formation, by  express,  from  Newport,  that  a  large  part  of  the 
Ministerial  Fleet  and  Army  were  near  that  harbour.  Since 
wliich,  by  the  intelligence  I  have  further  received,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  the  Fleet  was  not  seen  as  was  report- 
ed. The  alarm  was  given  upon  the  following  occasion : 
Three  of  the  soldiers  being  upon  a  rising  ground,  near  the 
town,  were  positive  they  saw  a  fleet  within  Seconet  Point, 
and  counted  distincdy  twenty-one  sail.  Immediately  upon 
this,  die  Sheriff"  of  the  County  of  Newport  despatched  an 
express  with  the  information.  One  of  the  Ensigns  also  says 
that  three  large  ships  were  seen  off"  the  Light-House  from 
Conanicut  yesterday,  at  eleven  o'clock,  A.  M.  After  hav- 
ing taken  all  the  measures  that  appeared  necessary  to  col- 
lect a  sufficient  force  to  oppose  the  enemy,  I  sent  a  person 
in  whom  I  could  confide  to  Neivport,  who  has  just  returned, 
and  informs  me  that  it  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that 
no  fleet  was  descried,  but  that  the  persons  were  deceived  by 
the  weather,  which  was  very  thick  and  foggy,  and  has  so 
continued  ever  since.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency  of  this  by  my  son,  who  goes  express  ;  and  am, 
with  great  esteem  and  respect,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 

"To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  Cambridge,  April  2,  1776. 
(Pnml*,  BarlfoTd.)  (rniiun-reigii,  Kiiigibridec) 

General  Ward  to  send  a  Regiment  to-morrow  morning, 
at  ten  o'clock,  out  of  Boston,  to  relieve  Colonel  Jjamed's 
Regiment  upon  Dorchester-Heights.  Colonel  Larned's 
Regiment  to  prepare  to  march  on  Thursday  morning. 

Hcad-QuarterB,  Cambridge,  April  3,  1776. 
(Pan'Ie,  LircrpooL)  (Cim.iteisign.  Exettt  ) 

The  Brigade  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Spencer  to  march  to-monow  morning  at  sunrise.  Car- 
riages will  be  provided  this  afternoon  by  the  Assistant  Quar- 
termaster-General ;  and  the  Adjutant-General  will  send  the 
marching  orders  to  the  Colonels  commanding  Divisions. 

General  Spencer  will  receive  his  orders  this  afternoon  at 
five  o'clock,  at  Head-Quarters. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    RICHARD    HENRY   LEE. 

Cambridge,  April  4,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  26tli  ultimo  came  to  my 
hands  last  night,  by  the  (lOst ;  but  as  I  am  ujion  the  point 
of  setting  out  for  Neiv-Yorlc,  (by  the  way  of  Providence 
and  Norwich.)  I  can  do  little  more  than  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  it,  and  thank  you  for  the  proceedings  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Virginia  Convention,  wliich  came  safely  to 
hand. 

At  present  the  lakes  are  in  an  impassable  state,  neither 
being  clear  of  ice,  nor  covered  with  such  as  will  admit  of 
transportation ;  at  present,  also,  our  troops  are  at  diflierent 
stages,  on  their  march  from  hence  to  New-  York ;  nor  is  it 
possible  for  me,  till  I  get  there,  (as  the  Congress  have  an- 
nexed conditions  to  my  sending  the  four  battalions  to  Cana- 
da,) to  tell  whether  they  can  be  spared  or  not,  as  I  am 
unacquainted  with  the  number  of  men  or  strength  of  the 
works  at  that  place.  No  time  shall  be  lost  in  forwarding 
three  battalions,  if  diere  is  a  possibility  of  doing  it  with 
safety,  as  no  person  can  be  more  sensible  of  the  importance 
of  securing  Canada  than  I  am.  A  letter  of  the  2Ttli  ultimo, 
from  General  Schuyler,  informs  me  that  there  are  many  . 
men  now  stopped  at  Albany  on  account  of  the  state  the  ice 
is  in  on  the  lakes. 

I  thank  you  for  your  friendly  congi-atulations  on  the 
retreat  of  the  King's  Troops  from  Boston.  It  was  really 
a  flight.  Their  embarcation  was  so  precipitate,  their  load- 
ing so  confused,  (after  making  greater  liavock  of  the  King's 
stores  than  Duiwar  did  upon  Braddock's  defeat,  which 
made  so  much  noise,)  that  it  took  them  eleven  days  to 
fit  their  transports,  adjust  the  loads  of  them,  and  take  in 
water  from  the  Islands  in  Nantaskct  Rocul,  after  they  had 
fallen  down  there.  The  coast  is  now  clear  of  them,  except 
the  Renown,  (a  fifty-gun  ship,)  and  one  or  two  frigates, 
which  remain  here  for  the  protection  of  such  transports  as 
shall  be  bound  to  this  port. 

I  pray  you  to  make  my  best  wishes  acceptable  to  the 
good  Doctor,  his  lady,  and  family,  &lc.;  and  believe  me  to 
be,  as  I  really  am,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate  and  obedient 
humble  servant,  ^^^^^^  Washington. 

To  Richard  Henry  Lee. 


general    CHARLES    LEE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Williamsburgh,  April  5,  1776. 

My  dear  General  :  I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you, 
I  congratulate  die  publick,  on  the  great  and  glorious  event 
of  your  possession  oi  Boston.  It  will  be  a  most  bright  page 
in  the  annals  of  America,  and  a  most  abominable  black  one 
in  those  of  the  Beldam  Britain.  Go  on,  my  dear  General, 
crown  yourself  with  glory,  and  establish  the  liberties  and 
lustre  of  your  country  on  a  foundation  more  permanent  than 
the  Capitol  Rock.  My  situation  is  just  as  I  expected.  I 
am  afraid  that  I  shall  make  a  shabby  figure,  without  any 
real  demerits  of  my  own.  I  am  like  a  dog  in  a  dancing- 
school — I  know  not  where  to  turn  myself,  where  to  fix  my- 
self. The  circumstances  of  the  country,  intersected  by  navi- 
gable rivers ;  the  uncertainty  of  the  enemy's  designs  and 
motions,  who  can  fly  in  an  instant  to  any  spot  they  chose 
with  their  canvass  wings,  throw  me,  or  would  have  thrown 
Julius  C<Esar,  into  this  inevitable  dilemma.    I  may  possibly 


793 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  fee,  APRIL,  1776. 


794 


be  in  the  North,  when  (as  Richard  says)  I  should  serve  my 
Sovereign  in  tlie  West.  I  can  only  act  from  surmise,  and 
have  a  very  good  chance  of  surmising  wrong.  I  am  sorry 
to  grate  your  ears  with  a  tnith,  but  must  at  all  events  assure 
you,  that  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New- York  are  angels 
of  decision  when  compared  with  your  countrymen — the 
Committee  of  Safety  assembled  at  Williamshurgh.  Page, 
Lee,  Mercer,  and  Payne,  are,  indeed,  exceptions ;  but  from 
Pendleton,  Bland,  the  Treasurer,  h  Co.,  Kl/cra  nos  Domine. 
I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  a  detail  of  the  Army,  ord- 
nance, and  stores,  but  compendiously  say,  that  the  regiments 
in  general  are  very  complete  in  numbers,  the  men  (those 
that  I  have  seen)  fine;  but  a  most  horrid  deficiency  of 
arms — no  intrenching  tools,  no  guns  (although  the  Province 
is  pretty  well  stocked)  meet  for  service.  Had  I  only  eight 
eighteen-pounders  I  would  immediately,  at  all  events,  take 
post  on  Craney-Island,  by  which  measure  I  should  drive 
out  the  enemy,  and  exclude  them  from  the  finest  and  most 
advantageous  port  in  America.  I  have  ordered,  with  this 
view,  the  artificers  to  work  night  and  day.  If  I  succeed,  I 
shall  come  in  for  a  sprig  of  laurel.  This  essential  measure 
might  have  been  effected  long  ago,  but  for  the  same  apathy 
and  oblique  squinting  towards  what  the  milk-and-water 
people  call  Reconciliation. 

The  prodigiously  flattering  prospect  opened  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioners  were  strong  arguments  against  the 
expense  of  gun-carriages  and  intrenching  tools.  But  this  is 
not  all ;  they  have  distributed  their  troops  in  so  ingenious 
a  manner  as  to  render  every  active  offensive  operation  im- 
possible ;  an  equal  number  of  their  battalions  are  stationed 
on  the  different  necks.  They  say,  very  acutely,  that  as  the 
expense  is  equal,  the  security  ought  to  be  equal.  1  cannot 
help  persuading  myself  that  their  object  will  be  to  take  pos- 
session of  Williamsburgh ;  not  only  from  its  temptingly  ad- 
vantageous situation — commanding,  in  a  great  measure,  two 
fine  rivers,  and  a  country  abundant  in  all  the  necessaries  for 
an  army— but  the  possession  of  the  Capital  would  give  an 
air  of  dignity  and  decided  superiority  to  their  arms,  which, 
in  this  slave  country,  where  dominion  is  founded  on  opinion, 
is  a  circumstance  of  the  utmost  importance.  Perhaps  I 
may  be  mistaken  ;  but  the  surmise  is  not  irrational.  I  have 
called  three  regiments  down  the  country. 

You  will  excuse,  my  dear  General,  the  blots  and  scratches 
of  this  letter,  for  the  post  is  just  going  out ;  by  the  next  I 
will  inform  you  of  the  steps  we  have  taken  for  the  security 
of  this  place.  I  have  been  desired  to  recommend  Colonel 
Grayson,  as  a  man  of  extraordinary  merit.  He  sets  out  soon 
to  make  application  to  the  Congress  for  an  establishment. 
If  we  have,  as  we  must,  a  Continental  Hospital  in  the  South- 
ern Department,  Dr.  McClurg,  I  suppose,  will  be  the  man  to 
direct  it,  I  need  not  mention  his  qualifications,  they  are  so 
well  known.  1  beg  you  will  make  somebody  write  to  me 
from  time  to  time  ;  indeed,  I  think  I  may  modestly  insist  on 
Mr.  Palfrey's  pen  being  employed  often  in  this  service. 
Adieu,  dear  General.  Yours  most  respectfully  and  sin- 
cerely, Charles  Lee. 

To  General  Washington. 

GENEKAL    CHARLES    LEE   TO    RICHARD    HENRY   LEE. 

Williamsburgh,  April  5,  1776. 

My  DEAR  Friend  :  I  congratulate  the  publick  and  you, 
one  of  her  best  members,  on  the  late  glorious  event — the 
flight  of  the  tyrant  cut-throats  from  Boston;  although  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  is  a  matter  of  congratulation,  for  it 
appears  to  me  that,  as  our  affairs  grow  more  prosperous,  the 
naniby-pambys  of  the  Senatorial  part  of  the  Continent 
(great  and  small)  grow  more  timid  and  hysterical.  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it,  but  your  Committee  of  Safety  seem  to  be 
as  desperately  and  incurably  infected  with  this  epidemical 
malady  as  the  Provincial  Congress  oi  Maryland,  or  the  quon- 
dam Assembly  of  Pen/wyfoa/ita.  Your  brother,  Mr.  Page, 
Payne,  and,  I  believe,  Mercer,  are  indeed  exceptions.  If 
you  could  be  spared  from  the  Congress,  your  presence 
might  inspire  vigour  and  wisdom.  Their  economy  is  of  a 
piece  with  their  wisdom  and  valour;  to  save  money,  we 
have  no  carriages  to  our  guns ;  to  save  money,  we  have  no 
blankets  for  our  men,  who  are,  from  want  of  this  essential, 
dying  by  dozens  at  Suffolk.  Had  I  gun-carriages,  I  could 
flatter  myself  with  almost  a  certainty  of  driving  the  pirates, 
and  shutting  them  out  forever  from  the  harbour  of  Norfolk. 


I  have,  however,  ordered  them  to  be  made  with  all  possible 
expedition,  and  then  shall  attempt  this  capital  stroke.  My 
command  (from  the  circumstances  of  the  country  being  in- 
tersected by  navigable  waters,  and  the  enemy  being  sup- 
plied with  canvass  to  fly  to  any  spot  they  choose)  is  dis- 
agreeable. I  may  make  a  very  shabby  figure,  without  any 
real  demerits  of  my  own.  1  know  not  where  to  turn,  or 
where  to  fix  myself.  I  may,  as  Richard  the  Third  says, 
be  in  the  West,  when  I  should  serve  my  Sovereign  in  the 
North.  I  can  only  act  from  surmises,  and  I  may  surmise 
wrong ;  but  I  must  venture,  and  take  my  measures  accord- 
ingly. I  am  apt  to  think  that  Williamsburgh  and  York 
will  be  their  object ;  the  possession  of  the  first  is  not  only 
most  temptingly  advantageous  from  its  command  of  the  two 
rivers  and  a  most  abundant  country,  but  its  being  a  Capital, 
the  possession  would  give  an  air  of  dignity  and  decided  su- 
periority to  their  arms,  which,  in  a  slave  country,  is  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Your,  dominion  over  the  blacks  is 
founded  on  opinion ;  if  this  opinion  falls,  your  authority  is 
lost.  On  this  principle  I  am  drawing  down  some  batta- 
lions, and  shall,  when  I  can  provide  intrenching  tools,  work 
for  the  security  of  these  places. 

For  God's  sake,  why  do  you  dandle  in  the  Congress  so 
strangely  ?  Why  do  you  not  at  once  declare  yourselves  a 
separate  independent  State?  I  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  keeping  my  letter  in  your  hands,  and  am  happy  that 
the  stigma  was  not  levelled  at  me.  Appropos,  will  you 
move,  as  my  command  is  separate,  and  scarcely  any  let- 
ters are  addressed  to  me  (even  those  not  written  by  the 
members  of  the  Congress)  which  do  not  relate  to  publick 
business,  that,  whilst  I  continue  in  this  separate  command, 
they  shall  be  frank,  for  the  expense  is  very  considerable. 
I  wish  you  would  cuff  Dr.  Rush  for  not  writing.  I  expect 
and  insist  upon  it. 

A  Colonel  Grayson  (with  whom,  I  suppose,  you  are  ac- 
quainted) will  be  soon  with  the  Congress,  to  make  appli- 
cation for  some  military  establishment.  I  am  desired  to 
recommend  him  as  a  man  of  extraordinary  merit.  We 
must  have  a  Continental  Hospital  in  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment; Dr.  McClurg  is,  I  am  told,  very  well  qualified  to  be 
at  the  head  of  it.  My  little  German  Engineer  is  (as  the 
New-Englanders  say)  a  nice  man  ;  but  I  wish  I  knew  what 
pay  and  rank  you  intend  him ;  I  have  hitherto  supported 
him  myself,  but  shall  send  in  a  bill  for  his  nourishment. 
Adieu,  my  dear  Senator. 

Yours,  and  your  brother's,  most  affectinately, 

Charles  Lee. 
To  the  Honourable  Richard  Henry  Lee. 


TO    THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

St.  Eustatia,  .April  5,  1776. 

Mr.  President  :  I  ought  to  make  an  apology  for  the 
liberty  I  take  in  addressing  you ;  but  I  have  no  occasion  for 
any  other  than  the  sincerity  of  my  intention.  By  you,  sir,  I 
mean  to  address  the  Congress,  in  order  to  inform  them  that, 
about  two  months  ago,  I  was  at  Paris,  and  that  the  com- 
mon conversation  there  was  on  the  subject  of  American 
aflairs. 

It  is  believed  that  you  will  apply  to  the  Court  oC  France 
for  their  assistance,  by  which  applications  the  English  Mi- 
nister would  learn  your  designs.  For  this  purpose  he  has 
attached  to  his  interests  a  good  many  French  at  Paris,  who 
are  pretended  friends  of  America,  and  who  speak  loudly  of 
the  justice  of  your  cause,  and  wish  it  well.  The  English 
Minister  hopes  that  you  will  apply  to  these  men  to  transact 
your  affairs,  and,  of  consequence,  that  they  will  fall  into  bad 
hands. 

Perhaps  you  will  ask  how  I  came  by  this  knowledge.  I 
cannot  well  inform  you  of  this  to  the  bottom ;  all  that  I 
would  say  to  you  is,  that,  as  I  have  had  conversation  with 
them,  I  have  sounded  them  on  the  subject,  and  am  sure 
that  what  I  have  said  is  true.  But,  sir,  I  know  what  will 
accomplish  your  ends — that  Americans  only  be  employed 
with  the  management  of  your  affairs;  men  faithful,  honest, 
and  intelligent,  and  who  can  speak  French ;  for  Gallick  faith 
is  at  present,  almost  as  proverbial  as  Punick  faith  used  to  be. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  say  at  present.  I  am  a  friend 
to  the  cause  of  America ;  and  am,  with  great  sincerity,  Mr. 
President,  your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Le  F. 
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SAMUEL    PCRVIANCE   TO    CAPTAIN    PHILLIPS. 

Baltimore,  April  5,  1776. 

Sir:  You  will  please  to  purchase  whatever  turpentine 
may  be  nwessary  for  the  use  of  the  gun-carriages  now  pre- 
paring ;  and  in  case  any  person  who  has  it  refuses  to  sell  it 
to  you,  you  must  take  it,  and  the  price  thereof  shall  be 
allowed  by  the  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  publick. 

Sami'el  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  Captain  James  Phillies. 

MARTLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    CAPTAINS    KENT    AND 
HENKY. 

[No.  107.]  Annapolis,  April  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Your  Minute  Companies  are  to  be  paid  off 
agreeable  to  the  enclosed  list.     We  are,  &c. 
To  Captains  Kent  and  Henry. 


alarm  your  vessels  standing  in,  as  we  keep  up  a  guard  there 
night  and  day,  of  twenty -four  men,  some  of  whom  are  pilots. 
1  am,  with  due  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

Henry  Fisher. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  at  Philadelphia. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO   WILLIAM    HINDMAN. 
[No.  108.]  Annapolis,  April  5,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  request  you  will  keep  the  enclosed  letter  until 
Captains  Kent  and  Henry  apply  or  send  for  it.  We  are,  &.c. 
To  William  Hindman,  Esq. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    DELEGATES    IN    CON- 
GRESS. 
[No.  109.]  Annapolis,  April  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  have  your  favours  of  the  26th  of 
March,  and  the  2d  of  this  month,  and  are  pleased  with 
the  assurances  Messrs.  Willing  8f  Morris  give  us,  that  we 
may  shortly  expect  the  powder  they  agreed  to  supply  us 
with.  Those  gentlemen  should  recollect  that  our  money 
•was  advanced  in  confidence  that  their  contract  would  long 
ago  have  been  fully  complied  with.  We  shall  be  much 
obliged  if  you  will  let  us  know  the  exact  number  of  the 
chests  of  arms  that  were  sent  us  by  them.  As  we  are  not 
in  immediate  want,  we  would  not  have  you  borrow  the  ton 
of  powder  you  mention  of  the  Congress ;  but  as  we  fear 
we  shall  be  in  great  want  of  duck  for  our  tents,  could  the 
Congress  spare  us  any  of  the  light  kind,  and  fit  for  making 
tents,  we  would  willingly  take  it  in  exchange  for  part  of 
that  belonging  to  us,  which  you  disposed  of  to  them.  Mr. 
Duvall  has  appointed  Mr.  Gerrard  Hopkins,  of  Baltimore 
town,  to  act  as  his  deputy,  who  will  take  care  of  whatever 
is  sent  to  that  place  for  the  use  of  the  publick. 

We  shall  communicate  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Conven- 
tion, when  they  meet,  your  sentiments  on  the  expediency  of 
an  adjournment ;  and  shall  have  the  affidavits  made  out  you 
desire  for  ascertaining  the  time  Hudson's  ship  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  tenders.  She  left  Patapsco  River  ten  or  twelve 
days  ago,  and,  as  we  have  heard  nothing  of  her  since,  hope 
she  is  out  of  the  bay  by  this  time.     We  are,  &tc. 

To  the  Deputies  of  Maryland,  in  Congress. 

P.  S.  Saturday  morning,  April  6. — ^We  are  sorry  to  in- 
form you  that  we  have  this  instant  received  intelligence 
that  Hudson's  ship  was  taken  last  Wednesday  morning,  by 
two  tenders  belonging  to  the  Otter.  We  are  apprehensive 
tliat  we  have  likewise  lost  one  of  our  Provincial  vessels. 


HENRY  fisher  TO  PENNSYLVANIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Lewcstown,  April  5,  1776, 

Gentlemen  :  Last  night,  at  ten  o'clock,  I  received  your 
letter,  dated  April  3,  per  express,  with  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Faulkner,  with  a  signal  for  Captain  Barry,  which  I 
shall  take  great  care  shall  be  answered.  We  have  had  a 
guard  of  thirty  men  at  the  Light-House,  to  protect  the  sig- 
nal. Captain  Watkins  has  been  sent  on  shore  this  morning 
in  a  small  boat,  with  four  other  men,  by  whom  I  learn  that 
they  have  got  a  pilot  (James  Jones ;)  and,  from  all  that  I  can 
collect,  as  soon  as  their  fleet  arrives,  they  design  up  your 
river.  We  have  this  morning  sent  off  Lieutenant  Ball  to 
Dover ;  and  I  desire  that  you  would  send  down  for  him,  and 
have  him  secured,  as  he  is  very  active  on  board,  and,  being 
here  so  long,  he  has  got  more  intelligence  than  I  could  wish. 
The  ship  is  now  coming  to  sail,  and,  from  all  appearances,  is 
going  out  on  a  cruise,  as  she  has  done  several  times.  Pray 
send  me  some  powder  for  signal  guns,  at  the  false  Cape,  to 


CAPTAIN   BRICE    (a    PRISONER)  TO  THE   CONTINENTAL  CON- 
GRESS. 
New-Brunswick,  New-Jersey,  April  5,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  The  following  is  a  state  of  my  case  and 
situation,  which  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you.   At  the  giving 
up  of  Fort  Chambly,  (and  some  time  before  it,)  I  was  in 
such  bad  health,  which  rendered  me  incapable  of  crossing 
the  lake ;  on  my  disorder  continuing,  I  applied  to  General 
Montgomery  for  leave  to  winter  in  Canada,  which  he  rea- 
dily complied  with.    I  fixed  on  Montreal,  being  a  place  most 
hkely  to  get  advice.     I  remained  the  winter,  until  the  7th 
of  last  month,  when  all  the  prisoners  were  ordered  off.    At 
my  arrival   at  Albany,  I  applied  to  General  Schuyler  for 
leave  to  go  to  Philadelphia ;  he  told  me,  on  my  coming  to 
Brunswick  the  Committee  there  would  let  me  and  every 
officer  go  to  whatever  place  we  chose.    On  my  acquainting 
the  Committee  with  what  the  General  said,  their  answer 
was,  that  they  had  no  such  authority  from  Congress,  under 
whom  they  were  to  act ;  the  consequence  of  which  is,  I  am 
here  stopped  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress  is  known. 
Therefore,  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  it  is  from  no  other  motive 
whatever  my  requesting  your  leave  to  go  to  Philadelphia, 
but  entirely  for  the  advice  of  an  able  physician,  as  my  com- 
plaints still  remain  with  me.    Having  had  so  great  an  account 
from  Colonel   Zedtiviiz,  of  Doctor  Kuhn's  knowledge,  I 
humbly  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  pennission  in  letting  me 
go  to  Philadelphia.     If  I  am  so  happy  as  to  obtain  it,  after 
getting  the  Doctor's  advice  and  instruction,  and  you  think  it 
necessary  to  move  me,  I  shall  cheerfully  submit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

Arthur  Hill  Brice, 
Captain  of  Seventh  Reg't  Foot,  or  Royal  Fusileers. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 


general  orders. 


Head-Quarters,  New- York,  April  5,  1776. 

The  Soldiers  are  strictly  enjoined  to  retire  to  their  Bar- 
racks and  Quarters  at  tattoo  beating,  and  remain  there  until 
the  reveille  is  beat. 

Necessity  obliges  the  General  to  desire  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  to  observe  the  same  rule,  as  no  person  wUl  be  per- 
mitted to  pass  any  sentry  after  this  night,  without  the  coun- 
tersign. The  inhabitants,  where  business  requires  it,  may 
know  the  countersign,  by  applying  to  any  of  the  Brigade 
Majors. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  April  8,  1776. 
The  General  informs  the  inhabitants,  that  it  is  become 
absolutely  necessary  that  all  commimication  between  the 
Ministerial  fleet  and  shore  should  immediately  be  stopped  ; 
for  that  purpose  has  given  positive  orders  the  ships  should 
no  longer  be  furnished  with  provisions.  Any  inhabitant  or 
others,  who  shall  be  taken,  that  have  been  on  board  (after 
the  publishing  of  this  order)  or  near  any  of  the  ships,  or 
going  on  board,  will  be  considered  as  enemies,  and  treated 
accordingly. 

All  boats  are  to  sail  from  Beekman's  Slip.  Captain 
James  Alncr  is  appointed  Inspector,  and  will  give  permits 
for  oystermen.  It  is  expected,  and  ordered  that  none  at- 
tempt going  without  a  pass. 

Israel  Pittnam, 
Major-General  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Forces  in  ^ew-York. 


JEREMIAH    CLARK    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Orange  County,  April  5,  1776. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Sir:  By  certain  gentlemen  that  lately 
]fA  Neiv-York,  I  am  informed  that  the  four  battalions  to  be 
raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  are  not  yet  full ;  and 
although  the  Counties  of  Ulster  andOrange  have  raised  their 
full  allotment  of  men,  yet  there  seem  to  be  numbers  tliat  are 


797 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  APRIL,  1776. 


798 


willing  to  inlist  in  the  service,  if  there  were  proper  officers 
apjxjiiited.  Lieutenant  fViUiam  Roc,  of  this  County,  (a  n)an 
of  a  good  character,)  has  signified  his  willingness  to  serve  as 
Captain,  if  he  could  be  favoured  with  a  warrant  for  inlisting 
men.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  reason  to  doubt  of  his 
military  abilities ;  and  if  there  should  yet  be  a  vacancy,  1 
suppose  he  would  raise  a  company  as  soon  as  any  man 
within  the  compass  of  my  acquaintance.  Your  prudence 
will  direct. 

I  am,  sir,  in  haste,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Jeremiah  Clark. 

To  the  New-  York  Committee  of  Safety. 

P.  S.  The  bearer  hereof,  David  MandeviUe,  Jun.,  he  has 
proposed  for  liis  First  Lieutenant — a  young  man  of  a  good 
character  in  Ulster  County. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Sir:  The  gentlemen  abovementioned 
are  men  of  undoubted  character,  by  information  ;  from,  sir, 
your  hu.nble  servant,  ^^^^^^  j^j^^^^^^ 


RETURN    or    THE    FIRST    REGIMENT     IN    SUFFOLK    COUNTY, 

(new-york,)  APRIL  5,  1776. 

Field  and  Staff  Officers :  William  Floyd,  Colonel ;  Gil- 
bert Potter,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Jeffrey  Smith  and  Jesse 
Brush  Majoi-s  ;  Phillips  Rod,  Adjutant ;  John  Rod,  Quar- 
termaster. 


CiPTAlKS     HAMI 


Samuel  Johnson 

Ebenrzer  Miller , 

Nathan  Rose , 

William  Brewster... 

P.  Giletua  Smith 

Joshua  Rogers 

Epenetus  Conckling., 

Joel  Scudiler 

John  Buffet , 

Plot  Vail 

Gilbert  Carle 

Benajah  Strong.. 


Daniel  Roe's  Minute  Company. 


O 


Total 1326  13,5252  13113  13    834     1024 


102 
56 
98 
67 
67 

101 
85 
51 
38 
44 
41 
23 
61 


117 
71 

113 
82 
82 

114 
99 
65 
52 
59 
56 
38 
76' 


•  Whose  time  is  expired,  and  now  returned  to  the  Militia. 

Total  1030,  including  Field  and  Staff  Officei-s. 

The  Minutemen,  and  those  inlisted,  and  to  be  inlisted  into 
the  Continental  service,  to  be  taken  from  the  above. 

The  Regiment  is  about  two-thirds  furnished  with  bayo- 
nets, and  the  others  are  getting  them  as  fast  as  they  can  have 
them  made.  They  are  furnished  with  half  a  pound  of  pow- 
der, and  two  pounds  of  ball,  per  man  ;  and  a  magazine  in 
the  Regiment  is  to  furnish  them  with  about  as  much  more 
when  it  shall  be  wanted.  They  are  pretty  industrious  in 
fixing  their  accoutrements,  and  I  hope  in  a  short  time  they 
will  be  tolerably  well  prepared.  -^  p. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee  of 
Safety,  of  Netv-York. 


COUNCIL    or    MASSACHUSETTS    TO    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. 

Council-Chamber,  April  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

As  a  considerable  number  of  our  enemy's  ships  continue 
to  parade  in  Boston  Harbour  and  the  Bay,  so  as  to  obstruct 
all  such  assistance  in  wood,  fish,  and  other  provisions,  &.C.,  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  might  otherwise  re- 
ceive by  water;  and  which  also  prevents  such  a  survey 
of  said  harbour  as  the  Court  intended,  previous  to  their 
taking  any  determinate  measures  to  their  erecting  the  most 
effectual  fortifications  for  its  defence ;  it  is  therefore  earnestly 
recommended  to  your  immediate  consideration,  whether  one 
thousand  men  might  not  be  employed  to  the  best  advantage, 
grounded  on  the  partial  survey  already  made,  by  taking  post 
at  the  same  instant  at  Long-Island,  Pettick's  Island,  and 
Nantasket ;  they  being  furnished  with  suitable  cannon,  am- 
munition, tents,  or  barracks,  provisions,  boats,  &c. ;  such 
men  (if  not  to  be  spared  from  the  Continental  Troops  now 


under  the  direction  of  the  Court)  to  be  raised  and  imbodied 
immediately,  upon  the  same  pay  with  those  raised  for  the 
defence  of  the  sea-coasts,  with  such  further  encouragement 
as  may  be  thought  proper  for  every  armed  vessel  of  our 
enemy  taken  or  destroyed  by  them. 

In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Council : 

James  Otis,  President. 


TO    THE    inhabitants    OF    VIRGINIA. 

Williamsburgh,  April  6, 1776. 

My  Countrymen  :  Since  our  enemies  talk  of  offering  to 
us  terms  of  accommodation,  and  propose,  as  a  foundation  for 
treaty,  the  good  favour  shown  to  their  own  officers  and  sol- 
diers in  Boston  and  its  environs,  in  granting  them  liberty  to 
eat  potatoes  and  fish,  I  said  it  would  be  but  fair  to  state  our 
demands  on  the  opposite  column.  Before  our  dissensions 
were  carried  to  such  a  height,  and  our  injuries  multiplied  to 
such  an  enormous  degree,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  to  get 
as  well  rid  as  we  could  of  their  insolence,  we  only  required 
them  to  repeal  all  the  acts  they  had  thought  proper  to  add 
to  the  Constitution  since  the  year  1763.  But  can  any 
American,  with  patience,  think  of  suffering  them  to  commit 
what  ravages  they  please ;  and,  when  they  feel  then-  power 
too  weak  to  accomplish  all  their  iniquitous  projects,  then  to 
make  up  the  difference  upon  their  own  terms  ?  Can  we 
condescend  to  accept  of  a  peace,  that,  however  proper  it 
might  have  been  a  few  years  ago,  in  our  present  circum- 
stances can  have  no  colour  of  equity  ?  Reflect  what  an 
enormous  expense  the  Colonies  have  incurred,  how  many 
losses  they  have  sustained  by  this  dispute,  that,  in  all  reason, 
ought  to  be  defrayed  by  the  aggressors  against  the  publick 
peace,  who  have  committed  the  depredations,  and  occa- 
sioned the  expense.  I  am  too  remote  from  the  centre  of 
intelligence  to  be  able  to  make  an  exact  estimate  of  the  in- 
juries we  have  suffered  during  this  war.  1  shall  enumerate 
some  of  the  capital  articles,  such  as  have  come  under  every 
man's  observation ;  and  that,  when  collected  and  arranged 
together,  will  amount  to  a  sum  which  will,  perhaps,  surprise 
common  newspaper  readers,  who  have  never  taken  the 
trouble  of  computing  it.  To  begin  with  the  largest  sum : 
I  think  they  are  very  justly  chargeable  with  the  loss  of  our 
trade,  and  of  all  the  profits  that  annually  accrued  from  it. 
These,  if  I  mistake  not,  have  been  generally  estimated  at  a 
round  sum  of  four  millions  per  annum — a  loss  wiiich  we  in 
this  Colony  most  sensibly  feel,  in  the  almost  total  want  of 
cash  ;  our  staple  becomes  a  useless  lumber ;  all  our  other 
merchantable  commodities  reduced  to  half  price  ;  and  three 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  slaves  rendered  incapable  of 
doing  us  any  essential  service. 

Our  next  considerable  loss  is  the  destruction  of  the  towns 
o{ Boston  and  Charlestown,  and  their  neighbourhood,  which, 
with  the  other  losses  of  the  inhabitants,  we  may  fairly  com- 
pute at  one  million  and  fifty  thousand  pounds.  To  reduce 
these  to  particulars,  the  burning  of  about  one  thousand  houses, 
valued  very  moderately,  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  ;  and  for  the  defacing  of  the  rest,  and  destruction 
of  merchandise.  Sic,  we  may  reckon  double  that  sum  ;  and 
the  expense  of  thirtj'  thousand  inhabitants  driven  from  their 
habitations,  to  subsist  as  they  can  in  the  country  ;  because  it 
makes  no  difference  in  the  publick  loss  whether  they  sup- 
port themselves  out  of  their  own  private  fortunes,  or  are 
provided  for  by  common  charity  ;  these,  I  say,  we  cannot 
rate  at  less,  upon  an  average,  than  twenty  pounds  per  man, 
annually,  which  makes  a  charge  of  six  hundred  thousand 
pounds ;  and  the  whole  amount  is  one  million  and  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds,  as  above.  But,  to  put  off  all  objection,  let 
us  rate  it  at  a  million,  which  will  be  due  to  us  at  the  begin- 
ning of  May  instant. 

Next  to  this  we  may  place  the  burning  of  Norfolk  and 
some  small  towns  in  Neio-England.  The  damage  may  be 
estimated  at  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  ;  and  other  inci- 
dental charges  for  piracies,  robberies,  and  sheep-stealing, 
(which,  by-thc-by,  would  have  been  reckoned  felony  in 
England,)  at  fifty  thousand. 

Add  to  these  the  expenses  of  the  war,  which  I  know  no 
better  way  of  estimating  than  from  the  bills  of  credit  that 
have  been  emitted  for  the  supporting  of  it ;  and  which,  in 
our  present  circumstances,  must  unavoidably  be  so  much 
publick  loss,  when  this  money  comes  to  be  redeemed.  This 
sum  is  pretty  easily  come  at.     The  Congress  have  issued 
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three  millions  of  dollars;  the  Convention  of  this  Colony 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  ;  and  all  the  other 
Colonies  toi^ether,  at  least  one  million  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds.  To  bring  these  different  estimates  together  into 
one  sum  : 

For  the  loss  of  trade, £4,000,000 

Destmction  o( Boston,  Charkstown,  &ic.,         1,000,000 

Burning  Norfolk,  &.C., 400,000 

Incidental  charges,  by  theft,  Sic,  -    -     -  50,000 

Continental  bills  of  credit,  nearly   -     -     -       1 ,000,000 
Virginia             do.,            -     -     .     .     .  350,000 

The  other  Colonies  do., 1,050,000 


£7,850,000 
Almost  eight  millions  of  pounds,  or  considerably  above 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Continental  cun-ency.  And  in 
tliis  reckoning  I  have  not  mentioned  the  whole  estates  of  the 
proprietors  of  Boston  and  other  towns,  that  will,  probably, 
be  forever  lost  to  their  right  owners ;  nor  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  and  other 
Colonies  near  the  sea-coasts  and  harbours  into  the  remoter 
parts  of  the  country ;  and  all  the  other  computations  are 
made  with  tiie  greatest  moderation — lower  by  far  dian  our 
real  loss :  so  that  tlie  whole  may  be  reckoned  at  twenty-four 
millions  of  dollars,  the  best  common  standard  of  reckoning 
for  the  whole  Continent.  What  a  prodigious  sum  for  the 
United  States  of  America  to  give  up  for  the  sake  of  a  peace, 
that,  very  probably,  itself  would  be  one  of  tlie  greatest  mis- 
fortunes !  For  the  Government  of  Britain,  ashamed  to  be 
baffled  in  their  favourite  project,  would,  idoubtless,  employ 
all  the  wicked  arts  of  policy,  of  bribery,  corruption,  places, 
and  pensions,  in  which  they  are  well  skilled — unhappy  arts 
that  have  already  brought  that  nation  to  the  brink  oi'  ruin — 
that  they  might  steal  from  us,  too,  what  they  were  unable 
to  wrest  by  open  violence.  Who,  with  the  spirit  of  a  man, 
that  is  able  to  level  a  gun,  will  submit  to  such  a  mortifying 
degradation,  and  to  a  loss  of  a  very  large  proportion  of  all 
the  property  in  the  country  ? 

The  state  of  the  controversy  is  very  different  now  from 
what  it  was  a  few  years  ago,  before  we  had  taken  anns  in 
our  own  defence,  and  before  the  whole  course  of  Government 
was  removed  out  of  its  usual  ciiannel.  And  measures  that 
might  have  been  wise  and  prudent  then,  would  now  carry 
on  their  face  the  most  glaring  impropriety.  I  tnist  in  God, 
tliat  the  guardians  of  the  publick  interests  of  the  Continent 
will  have  wisdom  and  integrity  enough  not  to  betray  us. 
But,  relying  on  their  virtue  as  much  as  it  deserves,  it  will 
be  a  useful  expedient  to  keep  alive  the  flame  of  liberty  and 
publick  spirit  among  the  people  at  large,  never  to  neglect 
the  exercise  of  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  freemen  to  in- 
struct their  Representatives  ;  and  every  wise  and  honest  man 
among  them  will  take  a  pleasure  in  hearing  the  opinion  and 
advice  of  his  countrymen.  It  will  give  them  confidence  and 
alacrity  in  planning  wise  and  decisive  measures,  when  they 
know  they  are  also  the  voice  of  the  publick,  and  when  they 
hear  you  engaging  to  support  them,  in  the  execution  of  them, 
with  your  lives  and  fortunes.  Instinct  your  Representa- 
tives, therefore,  to  agree  to  no  peace,  or  even  truce,  with 
Great  Britain,  without  an  entire  reimbursement  of  all  losses, 
and  the  absolute  and  unconditional  repeal  of  all  the  acts  of 
the  British  Parliament  injurious  to  the  legislation  or  com- 
merce o{  America,  as  well  before  as  since  the  year  1763  ; 
or,  if  their  poverty  or  their  pride  will  not  comply  with  the 
first  of  these  conditions,  till  they  acknowledge  us  to  be  a 
free  and  independent  Republick.  Many  to  whom  this  lan- 
guage is  new,  may,  at  first,  be  startled  at  the  name  of  an 
independent  Republick,  and  be  ready  to  represent  to  them- 
selves that  the  expenses  of  maintaining  a  long  and  impor- 
tant war  will  exceed  the  disadvantages  of  submitting  to  some 
partial  and  mutilated  accommodation.  But  let  these  per- 
sons point  out  to  you  any  other  alternative  than  indepen- 
dence or  submission.  For  it  is  imjwssible  for  us  to  make 
any  other  concessions  without  yielding  to  the  whole  of  their 
demands.  We  have  not  anned  from  one  end  of  the  Conti- 
nent to  the  other,  and  expended  so  many  millions,  merely  to 
drown  a  chest  of  tea,  but  to  oppose  the  dangerous  authority 
the  English  House  of  Representatives  has  usurped,  pretend- 
ing a  right  to  bind  us  in  all  cases  whatever;  which,  if  we 
admit,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  immediately  draws  after  it 
an  endless  train  of  misf-ries.  Shall  we,  then,  after  relucta- 
ting so  effectually  against  this  yoke  of  oppression,  be  con- 


tented now,  almost  in  the  midst  of  our  success,  to  receive  it 
entire  on  our  necks,  rather  than  separate  from  a  country  to 
which  we  have  so  long  been  supposed  to  be  in  a  state  of 
subjection,  when  we  ought  only  to  have  been  considered  in 
a  state  of  alliance  ?  For  this  must  be  the  necessary  effect 
of  an  acconmiodation  on  any  other  principles  than  those  I 
have  laid  down.  Their  proposition  is  so  invidious  that  every 
single  part  involves  in  it  every  other.  And  if  we  think  to 
swallow  any  of  them  with  safety,  we  shall  only  be  unde- 
ceived by  being  fairly  and  effectually  choked  by  the  whole 
group.  Where  is  the  wisdom  of  this  squeamishness  about 
independence  pretended  by  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
or  by  any  other  Assembly  or  Convention  on  the  Continent  ? 
There  appears  to  be  moderation  in  it,  indeed ;  but  it  is  the 
moderation  of  a  Spaniel  dog,  that  grows  more  tame  in  pro- 
portion to  the  ill  usage  he  receives.  And  for  the  expenses 
we  are  likely  to  incur  by  the  war,  what  proportion  will  they 
bear  to  the  enormous  sums  that  will  be  necessary  to  gratify 
half  a  million  of  starving  villains,  who  cannot  be  provided  with 
pensions  enough  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  to  glut 
their  voracity  ?  Wliat  proportion  will  they  bear  to  the  enor- 
mous sums  that  will  be  expended  to  enable  some  of  the 
meanest  wretches  of  the  species  among  ourselves,  to  roll  in 
state  over  all  the  cultivated  lands  in  the  country ;  to  impose 
new  quit-rents ;  to  ransack  land  offices ;  to  annul  patents 
and  grants  of  lands  ;  to  apply  immense  quantities  to  their 
own  use ;  and  to  exact  exorbitant  fees  for  permitting  the 
proper  owners  to  enjoy  the  rest  ?  What  if  we  should  be 
obliged  to  encumber  ourselves  with  double  the  load  of  our 
present  expenses  ?  A  few  years  of  free  and  universal  trade 
would  enable  us  to  redeem  it  all ;  as  well  as  the  losses  we 
have  sustained,  or  are  likely  to  sustain  by  their  piracies,  rob- 
beries, thefts,  plunders,  assassinations,  or  murders. 

The  proof  of  this  shall  be  the  subject  of  another  paper. 

A  Planter. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  April  18,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr. 
Braxton.] 

Williamsburgh,  April  6,  1776. 

Sir:  As  the  curtain  is  now,  in  a  great  measure,  drawn  up, 
by  the  happy  interception  of  the  letters  from  the  Secretary ' 
of  State  to  Govemour  Eden,  which  will  be  transmitted  to 
the  Congress  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  from  this  place, 
you  will  perceive,  sir,  that  we,  of  all  Provinces,  should  not 
be  deficient  in  the  important  article  of  powder.  I  submit  it, 
therefore,  to  your  prudence,  whether  it  will  not  be  necessaiy 
immediately  to  add  a  few  tons  to  our  present  stock.  I  find 
myself  a  good  deal  distressed  for  artillerymen  and  officers. 
I  apprehend  General  Washington  could  now,  without  incon- 
venience, spare  us  a  company  from  the  main  Army.  The 
Regiments  are  here  complete  in  numbers,  the  men  fine,  and 
the  officers,  by  all  I  can  learn,  good,  but  horribly  deficient 
in  anns,  shoes,  and  blankets.  The  deficiency  of  arms,  I 
know,  is  general,  therefore  I  shall  not  venture  to  apply  for 
them  ;  but  if  blankets  could  possibly  be  procured,  a  multi- 
tude of  lives  would  be  saved,  for  the  night  dews  in  this 
country  are  very  destructive.  The  want  of  gun-carriages 
prevents  my  taking  a  certain  post,  the  possession  of  which 
would  be,  in  my  opinion,  worth  a  victory,  in  all  its  forms. 
I  have  ordered  the  artificers  to  work  night  and  day,  and 
hope  it  may  not  be  too  late.  When  I  have  given  the  in- 
structions, and  taken  the  measures  which  I  think  necessary 
for  the  security  of  this  place  and  York,  which,  most  pro- 
bably, will  be  the  enemy's  object,  I  shall  set  out  for  North- 
Carolina,  which,  we  have  reason  to  think,  will  be  the  first 
scene  of  their  diabolical  operations.  You  will  excuse, 
sir,  the  blots  and  shortness  of  this  letter,  as  the  express 
waits. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  „  . 

Uharles  Lee. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Continental  Congress. 


general    lee    to    SAMUEL    PURVIANCE. 

Williamsburgh,  April  6,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  know  not  to  whom  I  can  address  this  most 
important  note  with  so  much  propriety  and  assurance  of 
success,  as  to  yourself.  Tlie  crisis  will  not  admit  of  ceremony 
and  procrastination.     I  shall,  therefore.  Irregularly  address 
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you  in  the  language,  and  with  the  spirit,  of  one  bold,  de- 
termined, free  citizen  to  another,  and  conjure  you,  as  you 
value  tlie  Hberties  and  rights  of  the  coinniunity  of  w  hich  you 
are  a  member,  not  to  lose  a  moment,  and,  in  my  name,  (if  my 
name  is  of  consequence  enough,)  to  direct  the  commanding 
officer  of  your  troops  at  Annapolis  immediately  to  seize  the 
person  of  Govemour  Eden.  The  sin  and  blame  be  on  my 
head.  I  will  answer  for  all  to  the  Congress.  The  justice 
and  necessity  of  the  measure  will  be  best  explained  by  the 
packet  transmitted  to  you  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  from 
this  place. 

God  Almighty  give  us  wisdom  and  vigour  in  this  hour  of 
trial. 

Adieu,  dear  sir.     Yours,  most  sincerely, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Samuel  Purviance,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
Baltimore. 


GENERAL,    LEWIS    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  18, 1776.] 

Williamsburgh,  April  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  with  pleasure  embrace  this  first  opportunity  that 
has  offered,  of  returning  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress my  unfeigned  thanks  for  the  mark  of  distinction  they 
have  conferred  on  me,  in  promoting  me  to  so  honourable  a 
rank  in  their  service.  Gratitude  to  them,  and  the  real  re- 
gard I  have  for  the  interest  of  my  country,  are.  motives  suf- 
ficient to  occasion  the  utmost  exertion  of  my  poor  abilities, 
which  I  promise  most  heartily  and  faithfully,  and  wish  it 
may  be  in  my  power  to  demonstrate,  by  actions  becoming 
my  rank,  the  real  sentiments  of  my  heart. 

Men  sufficient  for  the  completion  of  the  regiments  are 
inlisted ;  but  as  several  companies  have  not  reached  their 
places  of  destination,  all  the  commissions  are  not  given  out ; 
therefore  I  cannot  at  present  give  the  officers'  names,  rank, 
and  dates  of  commissions  ;  but  it  shall  be  done  as  soon  as  in 
my  power. 

I  am,  honourable  sir,  your  most  devoted,  most  obedient, 
and  very  humble  servant,  ^^^^^^^  Lewis. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock, 


E.    JOHNSON   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Cal- 
vert County,  at  the  Court-House,  in  Prince  Fredericktown, 
on  Saturday,  the  6th  oi  April,  1776,  were  present  eight 
Members,  Mr.  Benjamin  Mackall  in  the  chair. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  informed  that 
this  Committee  have  received  a  barrel  of  Gunpowder,  said 
to  contain  ninety-three  and  three-quarter  pounds,  and  a  par- 
cel of  Lead  Shot,  said  to  weigh  four  hundred  ninety-five 
and  a  half  pounds,  from  the  Committee  of  Charles  County  ; 
that  they  have  collected  from  individuals  Powder  and  Lead 
and  Flints,  to  the  amount  of  thirteen  Pounds  currency, 
which  they  distributed  amongst  the  Militia  of  this  County 
at  the  different  alarms. 

Signed  by  order:  E.  Johnson,  CZcrfc. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


ROBERT    MORRIS    TO    GENERAL    GATES. 

Philadelphia,  April  6,  1776. 

Our  friend  Lee  has  taken  possession  of  the  Palace  at  Wil- 
liamsburgh, which  I  fancy  will  not  be  much  approved  by 
the  gentlemen  of  that  country.  However,  he  will  soon  be 
called  to  North- Carolina,  if  it  be  true  that  Clinton  has  ef- 
fected a  landing  with  fifteen  hundred  men  at  Wilmington, 
and  thrown  up  intrenchments  there.  In  short,  the  scene 
thickens,  and  if  our  enemies  can  find  men,  we  may  expect 
to  be  attacked  in  all  quarters  ;  but  to  do  this,  they  must  cer- 
tainly have  recourse  to  foreigners,  as  they  cannot  meet  suc- 
cess in  the  recruiting  service  in  any  of  the  three  King- 
doms. 

Where  the  plague  are  these  Commissioners  ?  If  they  are 
to  come,  what  is  it  that  detains  them  ?  It  is  time  we  should 
be  on  a  certainty,  and  know  positively  whether  the  liberties 
of  America  can  be  established  and  secured  by  reconciliation, 
or  whether  we  must  totally  renounce  connection  with  Great 


Britain,  and  fight  our  way  to  a  total  independence.  Whilst 
we  continue  thus  firmly  united  among  ourselves,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  either  of  tliese  points  may  be  carried  ;  but  it  secnis 
to  me  we  shall  quarrel  about  which  of  these  roads  is  best  to 
pursue,  unless  the  Commissioners  appear  soon,  and  lead  us 
into  the  first  path.  Therefore,  I  wish  them  to  come,  dread- 
ing nothing  so  much  as  even  an  appearance  of  division 
amongst  ourselves. 

I  am,  &c.,  Robert  Morris. 

To  General  Gates. 


ELBRIDGE    GERRY    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Philadelphia,  April  6,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  time  to  send  you  by  the  post  a 
newspaper,  in  which  is  inserted  the  resolves  of  Congress  for 
opening  of  American  Ports  to  all  nations  except  such  as  are 
subject  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  a  matter  of  im- 
portance that  these  resolves  should  be  published  in  all  the 
papers,  and  sent  to  every  part  of  Europe  and  the  West-In- 
dies not  inimical  to  the  Colonies.  I  doubt  not  the  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence,  or  other  suitable  persons,  will  be 
desired  by  the  honourable  Court  to  attend  to  such  a  measure, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  republished  in  the  foreign  papers. 

I  hope  by  the  next  post  to  send  some  blank  commissions 
and  instructions  for  letters  of  marque,  and  the  resolves  of 
Congress  relative  thereto,  they  being  now  in  the  press. 

I  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Elbridge  Gekry. 

To  the  Honourable  James  Warren,  Esq.,  or,  in  his  absence, 
William  Cooper,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  tlie  honourable  House 
of  Representatives,  Massachusetts-Bay. 


TO    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    PHILADELPHIA. 

If  ever  there  was  or  can  be  a  question  that  ought  to  en- 
gage the  serious  attention  of  every  man  whose  lot  is  cast  in 
this  American  land,  it  is  that  now  agitated,  viz :  In  what 
shape  we  shall  hereafter  exist  as  a  people  ?  Whether  we 
shall  preserve  the  ancient  forms  of  Government,  which  have 
led  us  to  our  present  rank  and  importance  in  the  world,  or 
explore  the  dark  and  untrodden  way  of  Independence  and 
Republicanism  ?  I  hope  it  will  not  be  objected  to  me,  that  I 
have  connected  the  idea  of  separation  from  Great  Britain 
wirii  that  of  erecting  a  Republick  in  America.  I  have  in  , 
this  followed  the  author  of  Common  Sense ;  and,  indeed,  it 
can  hardly  be  supposed,  nor  has  it  been  suggested,  that,  when 
we  set  up  for  ourselves,  we  shall  immediately  again  set  up 
for  a  Kingly  Government.  Our  new  legislators  would  per- 
suade us,  that  when  these  Colonies  have  shaken  off  the 
British  yoke,  they  will  calmly  sit  down  with  one  heart  and 
one  voice,  to  form  themselves  into  a  great  Republick.  They 
will  be  governed  by  die  pure  dictates  of  wisdom,  and  influ- 
enced by  a  love  of  liberty  in  framing  their  new  constitution. 
Passion  and  prejudice  will  have  no  hand  in  it.  Ancient 
grudges  and  dislikes,  clashing  interests  and  religious  discords, 
will  be  done  away.  Thus  assembled,  and  thus  disposed, 
who  can  doubt  but  that  they  will  rear  up  a  fabrick  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  English  form  of  Government,  that  shall  be  the 
admiration  of  the  world,  and  endure  forever  ?  That  men  do, 
or  at  least  affect  to  believe,  this  will  be  the  case,  I  have  no 
more  doubt  than  that  it  certainly  would  not  happen  accord- 
ingly. 

However,  as  it  is  but  common  prudence  to  consider  an 
evil  before  we  devise  a  remedy,  let  us  take  a  view  of  the 
state  of  these  Colonies  before  the  existence  of  our  present 
disputes  ;  and  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  political  liberty 
never  existed  in  greater  perfection  than  here.  Some  abuses, 
indeed,  we  had  reason  to  be  uneasy  under ;  but  they  were 
mther  complained  of  as  establishing  precedents  for  future 
violations,  than  as  severely  felt.  The  consequence,  then,  is 
plain,  that  redress  of  these  grievances,  and  security  from  fu- 
ture ones,  should  be  the  objects  of  this  contest.  But  whence 
(it  will  be  asked)  shall  we  procure  this  security  ?  I  answer, 
from  solemn  compact,  mutual  interest,  and  length  of  time. 
Great  Britain,  by  this  dispute,  will  be  taught  that  her  tine 
interest  lies  in  a  friendly  connection  with  us  ;  and  a  few  yeai-s 
hence  a  similar  attempt  will  be  unpracticable,  from  our  in- 
crease of  numbere  and  strength. 

But  the  most  singular  argument  urged  to  reconcile  us  to 
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this  intended  political  change,  is  drawn  from  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  English  Constitution — a  Constitution,  till  this 
Utopian  started  up,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  which, 
at  this  moment,  gives  birth  to  the  only  freemen  in  the  habit- 
able globe !  It  would  be  impro[)er  in  this  place  to  enter 
fully  into  a  vindication  of  the  mixed  form  of  the  English 
Constitution,  and  it  is  extraordinary,  that  one  who  has  lived 
under  it,  should  want  any  other  guide  than  his  own  con- 
sciousn&ss. 

It  is  the  language  of  our  lawyers,  that  a  King  of  England 
is  absolute  in  doing  good,  but  he  has  no  power  to  do  wrong. 
This  we  have  seen  exemplified  in  the  history  of  the  Stxmrts, 
who,  with  as  much  inclination  to  be  despotick  as  any  Princes 
on  earth,  found  the  attempt  fatal  to  their  family.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  un- 
less tliere  is  a  conspiracy  of  the  whole  to  subvert  its  liberty, 
it  must  ever  remain  unshaken.  Why  may  not  such  a  con- 
spiracy take  place  in  a  Republick,  as  well  as  in  a  mixed 
Monarchy  ?  The  temptation  is  equally  great,  and  the  road 
to  it  much  easier,  where  one  body  is  to  be  brought  into  it, 
than  three. 

I  would  refer  the  reader  to  Judge  Blaclcstonc^s  Commen- 
taries, and  shall  only  cite  from  him  the  follow  ing  observa- 
tions :  "  Here,  tlien,  is  lodgc?d  the  sovereignty  of  the  British 
Constitution,  and  lodged  as  beneficially  as  it  is  possible  for 
society.  For,  in  no  other  shape  could  we  be  as  certain  of 
finding  the  three  great  qualities  of  Government  so  happily 
united.  If  the  supreme  power  were  lodged  in  any  one  of 
the  three  branches,  separately,  we  must  be  exposed  to  the 
inconveniences  of  either  absolute  Monarchy,  Aristocracy,  or 
Democracy,  and  so  want  two  of  the  three  principal  ingre- 
dients of  good  policy — either  virtue,  wisdom,  or  power.  But 
the  constitutional  Government  of  this  Island  is  so  admirably 
tempered  and  compounded,  that  nothing  can  endanger  or 
hurt  it,  but  destroying  the  equilibrium  of  power  between  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature  and  the  rest.  Herein  consists  the 
true  excellence  of  the  English  Constitution,  that  all  the 
parts  of  it  form  a  mutual  check  upon  each  other.  In  all 
tyrannical  Governments,  the  supreme  magistracy,  or  the 
right  of  making  and  enforcing  laws,  is  vested  in  one  and  the 
same  person  ;  and  wherever  these  two  powers  are  united, 
there  can  be  no  publick  liberty.  In  England,  this  supreme 
power  is  divided  into  two  branches ;  the  one  legislative,  to 
wit :  the  Parliament ;  the  other  executive,  consisting  of  the 
«  King  alone.  The  total  union  of  them  would  be  productive 
of  tyranny." 

When  the  reader  has  perused  the  book  from  whence  these 
extracts  are  taken,  he  must  decide  for  himself  which  of  the 
two  is  of  most  authority.  Judge  Blackstone  or  the  author 
of  Common  Sense. 

What  is  there,  either  in  theory  or  experience,  that  can 
make  us  in  love  with  a  Commonwealth  ?  It  will  be  said, 
that  the  good  of  the  people  being  the  object  of  Government, 
the  .whole  administration  of  it  should  be  in  their  hands.  But 
this  does  not  follow  :  for  if  the  happiness  of  the  people  is 
better  promoted  by  leaving  but  part  in  their  hands,  that 
mode  is  most  eligible.  For  instance,  if  the  laws  which  the 
people  make  will  be  better  observed  by  entrusting  the  exe- 
cution of  them  to  a  Magistrate,  or  Magistrates,  who  are  not 
immediately  accountable  to,  and  do  not  stand  in  awe  of  the 
populace,  certainly  it  is  the  wisest  method.  That  this  is 
the  case,  both  reason  and  fact  verify.  Where  popular  opi- 
nions and  prejudices  interfere  in  the  execution  of  laws,  what 
Magistrate,  depending  on  the  breath  of  the  people,  would 
dare  to  adhere  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  render  himself 
obnoxious  to  the  prevailing  party,  and  consequently  part 
with  his  office  ?  This  observation  is  equally  true  in  fact. 
The  worst  Judges  I  have  ever  seen,  are  those  who  have 
some  favour  to  ask  of  the  people.  An  elective  Judge  is  a 
monster  in  Government.  Without  some  other  constitutional 
aid,  in  vain  would  the  feeble  hand  of  justice  endeavour  to 
support  the  balance  against  a  powerful  prevailing  faction.  I 
should  much  doubt  if  justice  is  better  administered  in  Rhode- 
Island  than  some  of  the  monarchical  Colonies,  or  even  in 
fVesttniiuter-Hall. 

I  believe  history,  ancient  or  modern,  will  make  few  Re- 
publicans. He  that  reads  the  state  of  the  Grecian  or  Ro- 
man Republicks,  what  doth  he  read,  but  scenes  of  domes- 
tick  violence  and  rapine,  war  and  bloodshed  ?  Even  the 
virtue  of  individuals  could  not  preserve  them  from  crumbling 
to  pieces.     Like  ill-constructed  machines  set  m  motion,  they 


perished  by  'their  own  instability  and  unwieldiness.  Nor 
will  the  Commonwealths  of  our  own  times  excite  our  envy. 
I  know  of  but  two  pure  Democracies  in  the  world,  viz: 
Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island.  Those  o(  Holland,  Switzer- 
land, and  Italy,  are  Aristocracies — of  all  tyrannies  the  least 
supportable.  If  any  one  chooses  to  turn  panygerist,  and 
declaim  in  praise  of  the  two  I  have  mentioned,  1  have  no 
objection. 

But  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  English  Constitu- 
tion, like  all  other  human  systems,  is  in  some  parts  imper- 
fect, and  open  to  corruption.  The  unequal  representation 
by  means  of  Boroughs,  and  the  length  of  Parliaments,  have 
made  them  less  amenable  to  the  people,  and  introduced  a 
system  of  venality.  How  long  this  ])oison  will  operate  be- 
fore the  vitals  are  affected,  or  whether  the  soundness  of  the 
Constitution  will  one  day  throw  it  off,  time  must  discover. 
In  this  happy  land  of  Pennsylvania,  we  have  imitated  its 
excellencies  without  its  defects.  Our  mode  of  representa- 
tion being  uniform  and  equal,  the  election  from  year  to  year, 
and  the  right  of  our  Assemblies  to  sit  on  their  own  adjourn- 
ments, not  subject  to  dissolution  or  prorogation,  have  cor- 
rected the  errors  of  the  British  Government,  and  made  this 
the  most  perfect  and  happiest  in  the  known  world.  But 
should  we,  in  an  evil  hour,  barter  it  for  an  uncertainty,  or  a 
certainty  of  having  a  much  worse,  it  would  be  madness  in 
the  extreme.  I  flatter  myself  the  good  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince will  seriously  take  the  consideration  of  this  great  ques- 
tion to  heart ;  that  they  will  not  shrink  back  from  the  con- 
test, but,  with  their  usual  good  sense,  assert  their  attachment 
to  their  ancient  happy  Constitution. 

When  attempts  are  made  to  plunge  us  into  anarchy,  and 
rob  us  of  that  equal  liberty  under  which  this  Province  has 
so  signally  flourished  ;  when  the  Constitution  itself  is  threat- 
ened with  dissolution,  because  its  guardians  have  instructed 
our  Delegates  to  preserve  it  sacred,  it  is  criminal  to  be  silent. 
But  the  spirit  of  the  friends  to  the  Constitution  was  up,  and, 
by  a  timely  zeal  in  supporting  our  Assembly,  the  attempt 
was  crushed  in  its  shell. 

As  the  complexion  of  this  Province  will  be  known  by 
our  conduct  on  the  1  st  day  of  May,  I  hope  we  shall  exer- 
cise that  great  constitutional  right  as  becomes  freemen  at- 
tached inviolably  to  their  form  of  Government.  The  weight, 
we  have  in  the  American  scale  makes  it  an  object  of  the 
last  importance,  too  great  to  be  sported  away  in  compliance 
with  the  designs  or  dreams  of  modem  lawgivers. 

Civis. 


GENERAL    HEATH    TO    NEW-YOKK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

City  of  New- York,  April  6, 1776, 
Sir  :  Mr.  Murray  applies  to  me  for  an  approbation  of 
your  permit  to  go  on  board  the  ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon.  As 
by  the  permit  it  appears  that  he  is  restricted  only  relative  to 
the  fortifications,  I  cannot,  consistent  with  my  duty,  consent 
to  his  going  on  board,  unless  under  greater  restrictions. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  most  humble  servant, 

W.  Heath. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York. 


JACOB    CONCKLIN    TO    COLONEL    HASBROIICK. 

April  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  send  you  the  proceedings  of  a  choice  in 
my  company,  performed  this  day,  under  the  inspection  of 
Captain  Drake,  of  the  Neiv-Marlborough  Precinct,  and 
myself,  by  which  you  will  see  that  John  Crowell,  by  a 
plurality  of  voices,  is  chosen  Ensign.  And  I  have  good 
reasons  to  believe  him  to  be  a  true  friend  to  the  American 
cause,  and  I  think  will  exert  himself  on  all  occasions  to  de- 
fend his  bleeding  country.  I  should  be  glad  his  commbsion 
could  be  sent  for  him  immediately. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Jacob  Concklin. 
To  Colonel  Jonathan  Hasbrouck. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  AT  MONTREAL, 
DATED  APRIL  6,  1776. 

By  a  gentleman  from  Qiiebeck,  we  have  the  following 
advices,  wliich  may  be  depended  on :     A  number  of  Cana- 
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tlians,  at  the  instigation  of  their  Priests,  arose  with  a  design 
to  cut  off  our  guards  at  Point-Levi.  A  party  under  Major 
Dubois  attaciced  tlieir  advance  guard,  killed  seven,  wounded 
five,  and  took  about  fifty  prisoners,  twenty-five  of  which 
arrived  here  last  evening.  General  Woosier  arrived  before 
Qjticbeck  on  Monday  last.  The  battery  opened  at  Point- 
Levi  on  Tuesday  morning.  One  of  Captain  Lamb's  Com- 
pany made  his  escape  from  ^uebeck,  and  infonns  that  the 
soldiers  and  prisonei-s  are  at  an  allowance  of  three  ounces  of 
pork  per  day.  A  Canadian,  who  brought  letters  from  Carle- 
ton  to  the  inhabitants,  is  made  prisoner,  and  says  (which  he 
offers  to  swear  to)  that  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  soldiers, 
have  risen  in  a  body  and  gone  to  Carleton,  and  that  he  pro- 
mised, if  he  did  not  get  assistance  in  fourteen  days,  to  deli- 
ver up  the  town. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  THE  CON- 
TINENTAL ARMY  BEFORE  QUEBECK,  DATED  APRIL  6, 
1776. 

Our  battery  at  Point-Levi  has  been  firing  some  days. 
The  mortar-battery  on  the  heights  is  not  quite  finished ;  and 
in  two  days  we  will  have  another  battery  at  the  Little- 
River.  We  have  had  a  prodigious  quantity  of  snow  this 
winter ;  the  tops  of  fences  just  begin  to  appear,  and  I  sup- 
pose that  in  a  few  days  the  roads  will  be  impassable.  I 
shall  continue  as  long  as  there  is  a  probability  of  the  town's 
being  taken.  We  are  discouraged  at  General  Lee's  not 
coming ;  however.  General  Wooster  has  arrived.  We  ought 
to  have  at  least  ten  thousand  men  more  here,  in  case  of 
troops  arriving ;  otherwise,  the  Canadians  who  have  assisted 
us  will  be  ruined.     This  Province  is  the  key  of  America. 


INFORMATION   FROM    CANADA. 

Pelton  left  Quebeck  6th  of  April. 

A  Canadian  went  into  Quebeck  about  the  17th  of  March, 
at  night ;  he  came  out  with  packets,  supposed  commissions 
and  despatches,  to  Sinior,  at  Island  Crane,  to  raise  a  party 
out  of  the  guaid  at  Point-Levi. 

That  sixty  or  seventy  people  joined  their  people ;  that 
seven  were  killed  and  four  wounded ;  that  thirty-eight  pri- 
soners were  taken — twenty-five  brought  to  Montreal;  that 
the  river  was  not  frozen  over  at  Quebeck ;  that  the  Cana- 
dians are  very  hearty  in  our  cause  ;  that  he  does  not  know 
that  they  understand  the  controversy. 

That  they  put  their  prisoners  to  a  short  allowance ;  that 
McLean  wrote  to  Campbell  that  they  had  the  same  allow- 
ance as  garrison. 

One  of  Lamb's  men  escaped — went  into  the  bomb-proof 
in  the  yard — jumped  over  the  wall,  and  over  the  city  wall — 
said  he  had  heard  of  Lamb,  that  he  had  lost  left  eye.  Twen- 
ty-five hundred  troops  there — snow  deep  when  he  came 
away. 

Met,  16th  or  17th  April,  fourteen  or  fifteen  boats — got  to 
St.  John's  the  large  cannon '  (four  thirty-twos,  one  twenty- 
four,  and  one  eighteen)  taken  at  Ticonderoga — General 
Thomas  between  Crown-Point  and  Ticonderoga — men 
healthy — one  man  a  little  wounded. 

Fresh  provisions  and  wood  plenty — battery  at  Point-Levi 
began  to  play  3d  April  (four  twelve-pounders — now  three) 
— a  bomb-battery  on  the  Heights  of  Abraham — snow  seven 
feet  deejj — Mott  well — Hughes  with  him — Gano  well — 
Goforth  very  fat  at  Three-Rivers — not  more  than  a  com- 
pany there — Goforth  more  respected  and  feared  than  any 
man  there — heard  at  camp  troops  left  Boston  3d  April. 

Canadians  expect  vessels  from  4th  to  10th  May,  this 
year  20th  May ;  that  General  Schuyler  is  driving  with  great 
spirit — has  seen  nothing  like  him. 

Nicholson  at  Quebeck  when  he  came  away — Arnold  re- 
cruiting— Clinton  well.  Must  storm — three  hundred  and 
fifty  men  all — blockade.  Carleton  twelve  or  fourteen  hun- 
dred. , 

Met  General  Thomas,  21st  April,  between  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown-Point.  General  Wooster  paid  his  men  in  hard 
money  at  Montreal — Yorkers  paid  in  paper,  before  Que- 
beck— that  they  are  very  cautious  how  any  recommenda- 
tions are  given  to  New-  York  officers — Nicholson  appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Canada  Regiment. 

To  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  tlie  Committee 
of  Safety,  New-  York. 


ISRAEL    DICKINSON    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Stockbridgc,  April  6,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir  :  On  the  4th  instant  Timothy  Edwards, 
Esq.,  one  of  this  Committee,  received  a  letter  from  two  re- 
spectable gentlemen  in  Lanesborough,  members  of  their  late 
Committee,  requesting  his  advice  upon  important  political 
matters,  a  copy  of  which  we  have  obtained  of  him,  and 
herewith  send.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Selectmen 
and  Committee  of  this  town,  he  went  there  yesterday  to  give 
his  advice.  On  his  return,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in 
the  road  against  the  house  of  Colonel  Jonathan  Smith,  five 
men  attempted  to  stop  him  by  violence — one  laying  hold  of 
his  coat,  another  his  horse's  bridle.  He  disengaged  him- 
self from  the  latter  by  striking  him  a  heavy  blow  with  a 
loaded  whip ;  from  the  other,  by  the  speed  of  his  horse. 
About  forty  rods  forward,  three  others  appeared  also  in  the 
road,  with  an  apparent  design  to  stop  him.  One  placed 
himself  on  one  side  with  a  club ;  another  of  them  on  the 
other  side,  who  made  a  violent  stroke  at  Mr.  Edwards  with 
a  hoe,  which  fell  upon  his  horse's  withers,  at  the  same  time 
calling  Tory.  Of  enormities  of  this  kind  we  think  it  our 
duty  to  give  you  the  earliest  notice. 

We  are  your  Honour's  most  respectful,  obedient,  humble 

servants,  c  r>  t 

'  Samuel  Urown,  Jun., 

Asa  Bement, 

Erastus  Sargeant, 
Committee  of  the  Town  of  Stockbridgc. 

To  the  Honourable  President  of  the  Council  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 

Tenth  Article  in  the  Warrant  for  the  March  Meeting  in 
Pittsfield  is,  "  To  see  if  the  Town  will  direct  their  Com- 
mittee what  method  to  take  to  recover  pay  for  handling 
persons  that  appeared  to  be  inimical  to  their  country,  for 
time  back  and  future." 

On  which  Article  the  Town  voted  as  follows,  viz : 
Voted,  That  this  Town  detennine  that  said  Committee, 
consisting,  or  having  consisted,  of  who  they  may,  are  one 
and  the  same,  fixjm  their  first  appointment  to  this  day ;  and 
that  all  their  transactions  and  determinations  ought  to  be 
considered  as  the  actions  and  proceedings  of  an  adjourned 
court.  Consequently,  all  matters  and  things  that  have  not 
been  finally  determined,  still  have  a  day  with  them ;  and 
that,  if  there  be  any  matters  or  things  before  them  that  are 
not  yet  determined  upon,  they  (the  Committee  as  it  now 
stands)  have  as  full  power  and  authority  to  act  upon  as  ever 
they  had';  and  if  any  persons  have,  upon  trial,  appeared 
inimical  to  their  country,  or  hereafter,  on  trial,  may  appear 
so,  they  are  hereby  empowered,  so  far  as  our  united  influ- 
ence can  support  them,  to  tax  such  persons  for  their  time 
therein  expended  on  trial,  and  all  other  necessary  charges ; 
and,  on  refusal,  to  be  committed  to  the  common  Jail,  or 
otherwise  confined,  till  paid ;  and  in  all  other  respects  to 
deal  whh  them,  as  to  punishment,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  Provincial  Congress,  or  Gene- 
ral Assembly. 

Voted,  That  if  the  said  Committee  shall  apprehend  any 
person  or  persons,  and  convene  before  them,  whom  they 
suspect  to  be  inimical  to  their  countiy,  or  to  be  guilty  of 
any  other  misdemeanors,  and,  upon  trial,  are  found  inno- 
cent, in  that  case  the  said  Committee  have  no  pay  for  their 
time  lost. 

Voted,  That  if  any  complaint  shall  be  brought  before 
riie  said  Committee  by  any  person  or  persons,  and  if  any 
complaint  so  brought  be  supported,  then  the  offender  be 
ordered  by  said  Committee  to  pay  all  costs ;  and  if  the 
offender  shall  refuse  to  comply  in  paying  the  cost,  then  the 
offender  shall  be  ordered  to  confinement  in  the  common 
Jail,  or  elsewhere,  until  he  comply  and  pay  the  costs,  toge- 
ther with  the  commitment  and  charges  thereof;  and  in  case 
any  complainant  shall  not  support  his  complaint,  said  com- 
plainant shall  be  holden  to  pay  the  costs ;  and,  upon  his  re- 
fusal, shall  be  committed  as  above-mentioned. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  Tenth  Article  in  the 
Warrant  for  the  March  Meeting  in  the  Town  of  Pittsfield, 
for  the  year  1776,  and  of  the  Proceedings  and  Votes  of  the 
Town  upon  said  Article. 

Attest:  Israel  Dickinson,  Town  Clerk, 

March  28,  1776. 
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Wherca,'!  a  majority  of  the  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Comiiiittee  of  Correspondence  of  this  County,  at  their  Con- 
vention, holrien  at  Stockbridgc,  on  the  14tli  and  15th  days 
<ii  December,  current,  did  vote  and  resolve  that  they  would 
come  into  some  method  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  this 
County  siiall  recommend  and  nominate  to  the  Council  suit- 
able pei'sons  to  be  appointed  Judges  of  the  Inferior  Court 
in  this  County : 

2d.  That  they  would  not  recommend  it  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  County  to  support  the  Government  foniied  and 
established  within  this  Colony,  agreeable  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  to  assist  and  support 
the  several  Executive  Officers  in  the  execution  of  their 
offices : 

3d.  That  this  Convention  recommend  it  to  the  Freehold- 
ers, and  other  inhabitants  qualified,  of  the  several  Towns 
within  this  County,  that  they  meet  in  their  resjjective 
Towns,  Districts,  and  Plantations,  some  time  before  the  1st 
day  ofJamutnj  next ;  in  which  meeting  they  bring  in  to  the 
Moderator  thereof  their  votes,  or  ballots,  for  four  persons 
who,  in  their  esteem,  should  be  commissionated  to  sustain 
the  offices  of  Judges  of  the  Pleas  for  the  County ;  which 
ballots,  or  votes,  so  brought  in,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the 
Selectmen  and  Clerk  of  each  respective  Town,  be  enclosed 
and  sealed  and  subscribed  to  a  Committee  appointed  by  the 
several  Towns  and  Districts  and  Plantations  in  the  County, 
to  sort  and  count  the  same ;  which  Committee  shall  meet 
on  the  2d  Tuesdmj  of  January  next,  at  the  house  ofSavmel 
Goodrich,  Innholder,  in  Lenox,  and  then  and  there  shall 
sort,  count,  and  discover  the  persons  thus  nominated  by  the 
people ;  which  persons  thus  chosen  by  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  shall  be,  by  said  Committee,  represented  to  the 
honourable  Council  Board,  praying  that  the  same  may  be 
commissioned  to  exercise  the  office  of  Judges  of  the  County: 
provided  that,  if  it  should  so  happen  that  a  greater  number 
than  four  persons  should  have  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
then,  and  in  that  case,  it  is  submitted  to  the  honourable 
Council,  that  they  exercise  their  pleasure  in  appointing, 
out  of  said  number  nominated,  which  four  shall  officiate : 

4th.  Voted,  That  this  body  do  not  approve  of  any  civil 
officer  not  nominated  by  the  Representatives  of  the  County. 

Which  Votes  and  Resolutions  we,  the  subscribers,  (being 
likewise  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,)  dissented 
from  and  disapproved  of — First,  Because  we  imagine  that 
they  are  directly  opposed  to  the  present  civil  Constitution 
of  this  Colony,  which  has  been  taken  up  by  the  people  in 
consequence  of,  and  agreeable  to,  the  advice  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress ;  Secondly,  They  tend  to  dissolv.e  all  Go- 
vernment, and  introduce  dissension,  anarchy,  and  confusion, 
among  the  people  ;  for  when  we  deviate  from  the  established 
rules,  we  are  lost  in  the  boundless  field  of  uncertainty  and 
disorder.  Therefore,  that  we  may  evidence  to  the  people 
of  the  several  Towns  from  whence  we  carae,  and  to  all  other 
good  people,  our  great  desire  for  6rder  and  good  government, 
our  firm  adherence  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress and  the  present  Constitution  of  this  Colony,  agreeable 
to  said  Resolves,  and  an  abhorrence  of  all  anarchy  and  dis- 
order, we  hereby  manifest  our  disapprobation  of  the  Votes  and 
Resolves  of  said  Committee  of  Correspondence  aforesaid. 

Stockbridge,  December  1.5,  1775. 

John  Ashley, 
Theodore  Sedgwick, 
Mark  Hopkins, 
Benedict  Dearey, 
William  Brown, 
John  Hurleat, 
Eleazer  Barritt, 
Giles  Jackson, 
Benjamin  Warren, 
Jabez  Ward, 
Elijah  Brown, 
Joseph  Raymond, 
Samuel  Brown,  Jun. 
Jah.  Woodbridge, 
Erastus  Sergeant, 
Elisha  Hooper, 


i 


V  Committee  of  Shejfield. 

\  Committee  of  Great 
5      Barrington. 

>  Committee  of  Alford. 

\  Committee  of  Tyring- 
S     ham. 

Committee  of  New- 
Marlhorough. 

Committee  of  Rich- 
mond. 

Committee  of  Stock- 
bridge. 

Comviittee  of  West- 
Stockbridge. 


At  a  legal  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 

Stockbridge,  held  on  the  22d  day  oi  December,  A.  D.  177.5, 

Voted,  That  this  Town  do  hold  the  Votes  and  Resolves 


of  the  Convention  of  the  Committees  of  Correspondence  for 
the  County  of  Berkshire,  held  at  Stockbridge,  on  the  14th 
and  15th  days  of  DecemAer  last,  in  abhorrence  and  detes- 
tation. 

2dly.  Voted,  That  the  Town  do  fully  concur  with  the 
Protest  of  the  several  Committees  of  Correspondence  against 
the  Votes  and  Resolves  of  said  Convention. 

Attest:  Jah.  Woodbridge,  Toun  Clerk. 

Richmond,  December  21,  1775. 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Richmond,  at  a  regular 
meeting,  did  unanimously  concur  with  their  Committee  in 
protesting  against  the  Vote  of  the  Committees  of  Corresi^n- 
dence,  at  their  Convention  in  Stockbridge,  on  the  14tli  and 
15th  days  ol  December,  current. 

Attest:  John  Mason,  Town  Clerk. 

Lanesborough,  April  3,  1776. 
Sir:  Permit  us  to  crave  your  attention,  and,  if  worthy, 
your  advice  and  assistance,  in  our  present  disturbed  circum- 
stances in  this  town,  which,  briefly  as  possible,  we  mean 
herein  to  relate ;  which  if  we  may  not  lay  before  you  in 
your  judicial  capacity,  we  pray  and  hope  you  will  attend 
to  as  a  friend  to  justice,  regularity,  and  our  Continental 
cause.  We  have,  with  the  first  exertions,  manifested  a  dis- 
position and  readiness  to  adopt  all  probable  measures  to 
assist  and  support  the  just  cause  of  America;  which  our 
opponents  cannot  deny,  as  we  were  not  behind  them  in  any 
approved  measure,  as  covenanting  and  adhering  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  the  Congress  and  Council,  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  Colony,  and  did,  and  will  still,  give 
obedience  to  the  same  ;  which  we  hope  will  be  manifested 
on  proper  occasions.  But  as  some  individuals,  (we  suppose 
very  few.)  from  sinister  designs  of  self-interest  and  prefer- 
ment, though  neither  qualified  nor  worthy,  have  opposed 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  and  the  honourable 
Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  this  Province,  and 
obtained  a  considerable  number  of  adherents  to  join  in  ob- 
structing the  Courts  of  Justice,  and  the  officei-s  thereof,  in 
the  execution  of  their  office ;  such  adherents  being,  gene- 
rally, misled  zealots,  or  such  as  were  not  of  an  honest  dis- 
position with  respect  to  paying  their  just  debts;  which 
proceedings,  we  apprehend,  may  be  of  baneful  consequences 
to  our  country's  cause ;  and  as  the  northern  part  of  this 
County,  and  this  town  in  particular,  are  liable  to  be  sus- 
pected of  being  chargeable  with  such  disorderiy,  illegal,  and 
unjustifiable  proceedings,  which,  we  fear,  may  infect  not 
only  this  County,  but  this  Province  and  Continent,  by  open- 
ing a  door  for  anarchy,  and  every  disorder  consequent  there- 
to ;  and  as  we  have,  on  every  opportunity,  as  far  as  we 
perceived  any  expediency,  testified  our  disapprobation  of 
such  gross  irregularities,  we  are  yet  steadily  disposed  to  con- 
tinue so  to  do,  and,  if  possible,  to  exculpate  ourselves,  and, 
we  presume,  the  large  majority  of  this  town  might  also  be 
exculpated,  as  also,  to  the  best  of  our  intelligence,  the  great- 
est part  of  the  northern  part  of  this  County,  especially  all 
persons  of  undci-standing,  interest,  and  honesty,  and  such  as 
have  proved  themselves  steady  friends  to  the  just  cause  of 
America.  And,  presuming  that  our  local  circumstances  have 
afforded  us  opportunity  to  observe  the  general  progress  and 
present  state  of  our  disorders,  and  that  it  might  be  of  pub- 
lick  utility  to  give  proper  information,  and,  if  possible,  to  ex- 
culpate ourselves,  and  others  who  are  innocent,  we  take  this 
opportunity  to  infonn  you  of  such  particulars  as  we  can  suf- 
ficiently prove.  Many  particulars  that  might  be  proper  to 
insert,  we  must  omit  for  brevity,  unless  upon  some  future 
occasion  it  might  be,  by  you  or  others,  advised  or  counted 
necessary.  If  you  think  these  hints  may  be  serviceable,  we 
stand  ready  to  manifest  them  in  a  publick  manner;  and, 
first,  it  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  Ensign  (now  Colonel) 
Jonathan  Smith,  being  delegated  by  us  to  Congress,  and  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  was  pretty  genendly  received 
by  us  as  a  warm  friend  to  liberty ;  but  immediately  upon 
the  nomination  of  Judges,  Justices,  &.C.,  for  this  County,  he 
frequently  and  warmly  declaimed  and  harangued  against 
said  nomination  and  appointment,  declaring  that  the  persons 
so  nominated  were  enemies  to  their  country,  and  had  ob- 
tained their  nominations  clandestinely ;  that  they  were  very 
obnoxious  to  this  County,  as  being  of  arbitrary  principles 
friends  to  the  late  Government,  and  extortive  in  their  prac- 
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tices  and  in  their  offices,  and  that  they  were  not  to  be  tole- 
rated to  officiate ;  which  conduct  of  said  Mr.  Smith  was  not 
only  observed,  but  approved  by  many  who  were  conversant 
with  him.  Mr.  Smith,  findinf^  that  our  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence were  generally,  though  not  entirely,  ap|)rovers 
of  this  conduct,  he  procured  meeting  after  meeting  of  said 
Committee,  called  Conventions  of  the  Committees  of  the 
northern  towns  of  the  County,  at  Lenox,  Pittsfiekl,  and 
elsewhere,  wherein  his  conduct  and  adherents  occasioned 
considerable  disturbance.  But  it  was  generally  supposed  he 
acted  disinterestedly,  only  aiming  at  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try and  County;  till,  upon  trial  of  making  a  nomination  for 
Judges  amongst  ourselves,  we  found  IMr.  Smith  could  find 
weighty  objections  against  any  we  could  nominate.  Then 
we  began  to  perceive  the  cause  of  his  exertions  was  for  his 
own  advancement  to  a  seat  that  very  lately  there  would  not, 
perhaps,  have  been  ten  persons  in  the  County  would  have 
counted  him  either  qualified  for  or  worthy  of.  Notwith- 
standing, there  are  a  few  who  adhere  to  him  ;  amongst  whom 
we  fear  there  are  few  of  ability  or  integrity.  On  the  2.3d 
of  February  last,  in  the  evening,  there  were  assembled,  we 
suppose,  upwards  of  thirty  persons  at  our  Town-House, 
generally  at  his  motion,  when  he,  in  a  harangue  of  a  consi- 
derable length,  declaimed  against  the  appointment  of  the 
Judges,  Sic,  and  insisted  that  they  would  not  be  allowed 
to  officiate ;  though  that  he  (Mr.  Smith)  would  not  be  in- 
strumental in  breaking  up  the  Courts  ;  but  declared  that  he 
had  rather  submit  to  Lord  iS'or/A  than  consent  to  have  them 
officiate.  The  consequence  may  be  observed  on  this  Con- 
vention at  Pittsfield,  and  their  resolves.  Our  town  was  so 
far  alarmed  at  the  irregularity  of  said  Convention,  that  seve- 
ral resolved,  previous  to  our  meeting,  to  make  a  choice  of 
new  officers,  at  least  to  change  Smith  and  his  adherents. 
But  Mr.  Smith  and  others  hearing  thereof,  they  entered  the 
meeting  in  a  passionate  and  tumultuous  manner,  accusing 
all  who  durst  oppose  them  of  being  Tories,  which  alarmed 
a  great  many.  Notwithstanding  his  opposers  had  their 
choice  of  a  Moderator  by  proxy,  yet  he  and  his  friends 
would  allow  of  no  business  being  done  till  they  agreed  to 
nominate  each  party  by  turns.  The  law  was,  by  them,  dis- 
claimed. Orders  from  the  Assembly  for  choosing  a  Com- 
mittee by  proxy  must  not  be  performed,  they  fearing  their 
numbers ;  and  now  those  who  were  known  to  be  opposed  to 
Smith,  he,  are  characterized  by  him,  &tc.,  as  the  worst  of 
Tories. 

Dear  sir,  your  advice  is  humbly  requested  by  us  in  this 
situation;  and  if  the  foregoing  information  may  be  of  ser- 
vice, we  are  able  to  prove  it.  But  if  there  is  anything  fur- 
ther we  can,  in  justice,  do,  we  are  ready  to  do  it ;  but  if  we 
must  be  passive  with  our  superiors,  we  would  be  glad  of  a 
word  of  direction  to,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 


servants, 


Miles  Powell, 
Francis  Gillteau. 


To  Timothy  Edtvards,  Esq.,  Stockhridge. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LONHON,  DATED  APRIL  7, 
1776. 

Lord  Howe  has  at  length  agreed  to  command  the  fleet, 
and  will  sail  in  about  ten  days  in  the  Eagle,  line-of-battle- 
ship,  of  sixty-four  guns.  The  whole  of  the  armament  that 
he  brings,  however  formidable  in  appearance,  will  be  very 
inadequate  to  the  business,  if  the  Provincials  act  with  their 
usual  spirit  and  prudence ;  that  is,  if  they  occupy  good 
posts,  intrench  well,  avoid  a  general  action  but  uj)on  great 
and  sure  advantage,  harass  the  march,  and  intercept  the 
convoys.  All  this  their  superior  knowledge  of  the  country 
will  enable  them  to  do,  so  as  to  distress,  if  not  destroy,  the 
invading  Army. 

The  Regulars  trust  to  their  artillery,  of  which  more  has 
been  shipped  off,  three  times  over,  than  ever  went  out  of 
this  Kingdom  before.  All  this  will  embarrass  their  motions, 
and  may  retard  all  their  movements,  by  proper  precaution 
on  the  part  of  the  Provincials. 

As  the  Landgrave  oi  Hesse  is  a  notoriously  dishonest 
man,  it  is  probable  the  troops  he  furnishes  will  be  the  worst 
he  has.  The  British  troops  are  mostly  new  raised,  and 
therefore,  in  discipline,  will  be  inferior  to  the  Americans.  It 
is  conceived,  too,  that  if  proper  offei-s  are  made  to  the  Ger- 
mans, they  will  desert  in  great  numbers. 


Not  one  of  the  ships-of-war  has  more  than  a  third  sea- 
men— the  rest  are  landsmen  ;  therefore,  if  the  Provincial 
vessels  attack  any  of  them,  it  will  not  be  surprising  if  they 
succeed.  Such  is  the  terrour  entertained  of  the  service  at 
land,  that  the  officers  of  the  Guards,  now  going,  are  clothed 
like  the  common  men,  that  they  may  be  in  less  danger ;  and 
it  is  supposed  the  whole  Army  will  follow  their  example. 
Their  apprehensions  went  so  far  as  to  make  them  talk  of 
wearing  breastplates. 

The  Pronncials,  with  proper  attention,  may  be  greatly 
superior  in  cavalry,  as  there  are  but  three  British  regi- 
ments, (and  those  light,)  and  one  German.  The  Ameri- 
cans, both  men  and  horse,  being  accustomed  to  ride  through 
the  woods,  will  have  an  infinite  advantage  in  forced  marches, 
beating  up  quarters,  and  cutting  off  convoys. 

There  are  a  thousand  wagons  and  three, thousand  draft- 
horses  sent  for  the  artillery  and  baggage,  which  will  cost  . 
them  near  two  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  may  soon  be 
destroyed  by  proper  attention.  The  expense  of  this  armament 
you  may  well  conceive  will  be  enormous.  Six  millions  are 
already  voted,  and  it  is  computed  that  full  six  more  will  be 
required.  The  extraordinaries  only,  of  last  year,  exceeded 
eight  hundred  thousand  pounds.  If  they  do  not  succeed 
this  campaign,  which  they  will  not  be  able  to  commence 
till  July,  all  men  agree  that  this  country  cannot  support  it 
longer,  either  in  men  or  money. 

Every  nerve  is  now  stretched,  and  every  resource  ex- 
hausted. Lord  George  Germaine  therefore  gives  it  out  as 
encouragement,  that  ^^e,  Americans  will  lay  down  their  arms 
without  a  struggle ;  and  that  he  has  received  the  most  hum- 
ble offers  from  the  Congress ;  but  as  he  will  not  treat,  he 
sends  this  armament  to  ensure  an  unconditional  submission, 
of  which  he  is  secure.  You  may  depend  upon  this  lan- 
guage coming  immediately  from  his  lips. 

The  Corporation  of  London  have  voted  the  freedom  of 
the  city,  in  a  gold  box,  to  Dr.  Price,  for  a  pamphlet  in  de- 
fence of  America ;  and  petitioned  the  Throne  for  a  declara- 
tion of  the  definitive  terms  intended  to  be  granted  to  the 
Colonies.  The  King's  answer  was,  that  wlien  they  laid 
down  their  arms  and  submitted,  he  should  think  of  mercy. 
The  Colonies  will  therefore  see  that  their  safety  depends 
solely  on  their  firmness,  unanimity,  and  prudence.  It  is  no 
longer  in  their  option  to  be  independent  or  connected  with 
this  country,  as  before.  Independency  or  slavery  is  die  only 
alternative. 

The  whole  of  this  armament  may  be  expected  by  the 
latter  end  of  July,  as  they  will  sail  in  May.  Such  is  the 
rage  agajnst  America,  that  the  Administration  are  deter- 
mined, at  every  hazard,  to  make  one  desperate  push.  The 
whole  empire  is  put  into  the  hazard,  with  the  sole  hope  of 
enslaving  a  part ;  which  the  fiminess  and  unanimity  of  the 
Colonies  will,  under  God,  infallibly  disappoint. 


VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY    TO    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY 
OF    MARYLAND. 

Williamsburgh,  April  7,   1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  could  not  suffer  a  moment  to  pass  be- 
fore we  transmitted  the  enclosed  copies  of  intercepted  letters 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Govemour  of  your 
Province,  which  open  the  schemes  of  Administration  to  us  in 
a  more  explicit  manner  than  any  intelligence  that  we  have 
heretofore  been  able  to  procure.  We  have  also  enclosed 
copies  of  the  same  letters  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  at  Baltimore,  and  have  desired  him  to  transmit 
copies  of  them  to  the  Congress,  with  all  possible  despatch. 

I  am,  for  and  by  order  of  the  Committee,  gentlemen,  your 
most  humble  servant,         j^^^  p^^^^  Vice-President. 
To  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


CAPTAIN    BARRY   TO    MARINE    COMMITTEE. 

In  sight  of  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  April  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that, 
at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.,  this  day,  I  fell  in  with  the  sloop  Ed- 
ward, belonging  to  the  Liverpool  frigate.  She  engaged  us 
near  two  glasses.  They  killed  two  of  our  men,  and  wound- 
ed two  more.  We  shattered  her  in  a  terrible  manner,  as 
you  will  see.  We  killed  and  wounded  several  of  her  crew. 
I  shall  give  you  a  particular  account  of  the  powder  and 
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arms  taken  out  of  her,  as  well  as  my  proceedings  in  gene- 
ral.* 

I  have  tlie  happiness  to  acquaint  you  that  all  our  people 
behaved  w  ith  much  courage. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  yoiu:  humble  servant, 

John  Barrt. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  or  any  of  the  Ma- 
rine Committee. 

GENERAL    PITTNAM  TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  .4pril  7,  1776. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  having 
his  Excellency  General  Washington's  orders  to  take  the 
command  of  the  forces  in  this  city,  and  to  erect  such  works 
as  I  should  think  necessary  for  its  defence ;  in  which  we  are 
now  busily  employed.  After  getting  the  works  in  such  for- 
wardness as  will  be  prudent  to  leave,  I  propose  immediately 
to  take  possession  of  Governour's  Island,  which  I  tliink  a 
very  important  post.  Should  the  enemy  arrive  here,  and 
get  post  there,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  save  the  city,  nor 
could  we  dislodge  them  without  great  loss. 

The  enclosed  letter  I  received  by  express  from  Fort  Con- 
stitution, last  evening,  which  I  should  have  immediately  for- 
warded on  to  you,  had  tlie  contents  been  such  as  required 
it ;  but  as  the  fleet  have  not  arrived,  (which  was  the  suppo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  who  wrote  it,)  1  thought  it  needless 
to  forward  it  on  by  express. 

Friday :  Arrived  at  the  Narrows  a  small  ship  of  eighteen 
or  twenty  guns.  Sent  her  boat  Immediately  on  board  the 
Dutchess  of  Gordon.  Soon  after  which  the  Governour,  in 
tlie  Dutchess,  sailed ;  where  bound  we  know  not. 

This  morning  she  sent  her  boat  to  the  watering-place  for 
water.  The  day  before,  I  had  detached  three  companies  of 
the  Rifle  Battalion  to  State7i  Island,  with  orders  to  scour  the 
shores.  A  midshipman  and  ten  sailors  were  in  her.  She 
was  fired  upon,  and  lost  two  men.  The  riflemen  took  the 
rest  prisoners,  and  hauled  up  the  boat.  The  ship  imme- 
diately began  a  heavy  fire,  and  slightly  wounded  one  man  ; 
since  which,  the  ship  has  fallen  down  below  the  Narrows. 

As  hostilities  are  now  commenced  in  this  Province,  I 
have  thought  fit  to  order  no  more  provisions  to  be  sent  the 
men-of-war. 

Enclosed  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  received  by  the  post, 
the  contents  of  which  I  thought  necessary  to  acquaint  you 
with. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Israel  Putnam. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Congress. 

On  board  the  Kbode-Island  Packet,  ofT  Constitntion  Fort,  ? 

April  5,  1776.      5 

Sir  :  We  this  evening  arrived  here,  and,  from  curiosity, 
Mr.  Chase  and  Mr.  Carroll  went  ashore,  and  found  the  state 
of  the  fort  as  follows :  Three  Companies  of  Minute-men, 
(Captain  Moffat's,  Captain  Raymond's,  and  Captain  Wo- 
shon's,)  consisting  of  five  Lieutenants,  six  sergeants,  eight 
corporals,  two  drummers,  one  fifer,  and  one  hundred  and 
two  privates.  Mr.  Seth  Marvin,  First  Lieutenant  of  Cap- 
tain Moffat's  Company,  has  now  the  command. 

On  the  south  bastion  are  thirteen  six-pounders  and  one 
nine-pounder,  mounted ;  and  on  the  east  bastion  are  seven 
nine-pounders  and  one  six-pounder,  mounted.  There  are 
eighty-one  quarter-ban'els  and  one  whole  barrel  of  }X)wder. 
About  one  half  of  the  privates  are  armed,  and  about  ten 
bayonets  among  them.  In  the  block-house  are  eight  double- 
fortified  four-pounders,  mounted.  The  fort,  on  the  land  side, 
is  entirely  open.  There  is  not  one  gunner  or  artilleiy-man 
in  the  fort.  Nothing  but  pork,  beef,  and  flour ;  no  vege- 
tables. No  Barrackmaster.  The  Minute-men  work  about 
six  hours  in  the  day,  and  that  with  great  reluctance. 

We  are  informed,  by  Captain  Bedlow,  that  at  Pooplo- 
jpen's  Kill  there  are  one  hundred  and  eighty  troops,  under 

•  PniLADEipniA,  ./?/»n7  11,  1776. — This  morning  arrived  a  sloop, 
(mounting  six  ihree-poundors  and  eight  or  ten  swivels,)  late  a  tender 
belonging  to  the  Liverpool  man-of-war,  and  commanded  by  a  I/ieuten- 
ant  lionvher,  of  said  ship,  having  thirty-five  picked  men  on  board,  who, 
on  Saturday  last,  olTthe  Capes  of  Virginia,  fell  in  with  Captain  liar- 
ri/,  of  the  Continental  brig  called  the  Lexiiiffto/i.  A  battle  ensued, 
which  was  continued  desperately  for  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes, 
when  the  tender  struck. 


the  comntand  of  Lieutenant  Lee  ;  that  six  thirty -two-pound- 
ers, and  all  necessaries  for  cannon,  except  powder,  arrived 
there  on  the  3d  instant. 

The  fortifications  directed  by  Congress  on  the  15th  of 
February,  and  laid  out  by  Mr.  Smith,  remain  wholly  ne- 
glected. 

Hearing  of  the  arrival  of  part  of  the  fleet  at  the  Hook, 
we  thought  it  proper  to  give  you  this  infonnation  l)y  express. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  conmiunicate  the  substance  of  the 
above  to  Congress. 

We  arc,  sir,  your  obedient  servants, 

Benjamin  Franklin, 
Samuel  Chase, 
Charles  Carroll 
of  Carrollton. 


EXTRACT  of  A  LETTER  FROM  EDMUND    QUINCY  TO  COLONEL 
MIFFLIN,  DATED    STOUGHTONHAM,  APRIL    1,    1776. 

A  Captain  and  two  seamen,  that  were  taken  by  the  men- 
of-war,  deserted  on  Friday  from  the  fleet.  They  say  the 
first  division,  consisting  of  the  Fowey  and  Nautilus,  with 
sixty-eight  transports,  sailed  for  Halifax  last  Monday.  The 
second  division.  Admiral  Shuldham,  in  the  Chatham,  the 
Centurion,  and  the  Lively,  with  sixty-two  transports,  sailed 
Thursday.  From  all  they  could  learn,  tliey  were  bound  to 
the  southward,  not  half  manned,  and  had  been  at  short  al- 
lowance fourteen  days. 

The  Renown,  of  fifty  guns,  the  Senegal,  of  twenty -eight 
guns,  and  the  Hope,  of  sixteen  guns,  moved  from  their  sta- 
tion in  King's  Road,  off  the  Light-House,  for  fear  of  our  fire- 
rafts  ;  but  it  is  determined  they  shall  put  to  sea  speedily. 

The  Niger  sailed  Friday,  widi  six  transports,  for  Hali- 
fax. Had  it  not  been  for  six  transports  that  came  from 
Halifax  with  fresh  provisions,  killed  a  month  ago,  they 
could  not  have  gone  to  sea  for  some  time,  unless  forced  by 
our  fire-rafts,  under  the  command  of  Major  Tupper. 

It  is  said,  by  a  vessel  from  London  to  the  fleet,  that  fifty 
sail  of  merchantmen,  loaded,  were  bound  to  Boston.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  Captain  Manly  will  give  some  account  of 
them. 

The  whole  that  sailed,  Mr.  Nutton  says,  had  not  three 
weeks'  provision  left.  I  hope  the  Philadelphia  Fleet  will 
speak  with  those  gone  southward. 

A  large  mortar  (thirteen  and  a  half  inch)  was  fished  up 
near  Mr.  Roiv's  wharf;  where  was  also  discovered,  at  low 
water,  a  great  quantity  of  shot,  shells,  Stc. 


BURNETT    MILLER   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Easthampton,  April  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  An  opportunity  presenting,  we  embrace  it 
to  acquaint  you  that  our  guard  at  Montauk,  about  sunset 
yesterday,  saw  a  number  of  vessels  to  the  southward  of 
Block-Island,  and  this  morning,  being  foggy,  saw  nothing  of 
them  ;  until,  about  nine  o'clock,  the  fog  cleared  off  in  part, 
when  they  saw  thirteen  vessels  between  Fisher's  Island 
and  Gardiner's  Island,  but  could  not  tell  what  sort  of  ves- 
sels they  were,  by  reason  of  tliick  air.  We  saw  this  after- 
noon about  eight  or  nine  vessels,  all  together,  off,  against  this 
town,  standing  to  the  eastward ;  but  the  fog  came  on,  and 
saw  no  more  of  them.  They  have  fired  single  cannon  by 
spells,  all  this  afternoon,  from  both  quarters,  and  supjxjsed 
they  fired  in  order  to  keep  the  vessels  togetlier,  the  fog 
being  very  thick. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Easthampton  : 

Burnet  Miller,  Chainnan. 
To  the  iVeto-  York  Committee  of  Safety. 


GENERAL    SCHUTYLER   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  April  7,  1776. 
My  dear  General  :  The  regiments  destined  for  Canada 
arrived  here  very  incomplete.  Sickness  and  desertion  have 
still  reduced  them  much  more,  so  that  our  Amiy  in  Canada 
will  fall  greatly  siiort  of  what  was  intended.  I  have,  there- 
fore, applied  to  Congress  for  a  reinforcement,  (as  you  will 
perceive  by  the  enclosed,)  not  knowing  that  they  had  re- 
quested your  Excellency  to  detach  four  regiments,  of  which 
I  was  only  informed  this  morning  by  the  gentlemen  Com- 
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missioners,  who  then  arrived.  May  I  take  the  liberty,  my 
dear  General,  to  urge  the  necessity  of  their  being  speedily 
sent.  I  believe  the  route  by  the  way  of  Neiv- York  \\i\l 
be  as  speedy  as  any,  and  give  more  ease  to  the  soldiers,  as 
they  can  be  conveyed  from  thence  to  this  place  in  sloops. 

General  JTiomas  leaves  here  to-morrow,  and  I  shall  accom- 
pany him  to  Ticonderoga. 

I  am,  my  dear  General,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem 
and  affection,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  ser^ 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  General  Washington, 


GENERAL  THOMAS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  April  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  at  Albany  in  five  days  after  I  left  the  camp 
at  Roxbury,  at  which  place  I  have  been  detained  to  this 
time,  by  reason  of  the  lake's  being  impassable.  The  troops 
here  and  at  Lake  George  are  about  eleven  hundred,  and  I 
hear  some  few  are  at  Ticonderoga  and  Croivn-Point — pre- 
vented going  forward,  as  the  lakes  are  partly  blocked  up. 
What  number  are  in  Canada  I  cannot  ascertain,  but  am 
sensible  from  the  best  intelligence,  will  be  much  short  of  an 
equal  number,  as  I  find  the  regiments  are  very  incomplete. 
General  Schuyler  thinks  they  will  be  much  short  of  five 
thousand  ;  and  should  the  Ministerial  Troops  there  be  rein- 
forced, and  Quebeck  remain  in  their  hands,  so  small  a  num- 
ber must  be  thought  to  be  inadequate  for  the  defence  of  that 
quarter.  Your  Excellency  will  judge  whether  a  reinforce- 
ment will  not  be  necessary.  The  last  intelligence  from 
Canada  was  about  the  25th  of  March,  at  which  time  things 
there  remained  in  statu  quo. 

Doctor  Franklin  and  others,  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
gress, arrived  here  this  morning.  As  the  weather  this  day 
or  two  is  moderate,  I  am  in  hopes  the  lake  may  be  passed 
in  a  few  days.  I  determine  to  set  off  for  the  lake  to-mor- 
row. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Thomas. 
To  General  Washington. 


WALTER    LIVINGSTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    NEW-YORK    CON- 
GRESS. 

Albany,  April  7,  1776. 

Sir:  By  intelligence  from  York,  I  am  informed  that 
Major-General  Lee  has  ordered  four  thousand  barrels  of 
pork  from  Connecticut  to  ]\ew-  York,  for  the  Army  in  Ca- 
nada. I  have  long  been  in  expectation  of  that  pork  arriving 
here.  There  is  no  pork  to  be  purchased  in  Canada,  and  a 
large  Army  gone  thither,  which  has  induced  General  Schuy- 
ler (notwithstanding  General  Wooster  has  appointed  con- 
tractors to  furnish  the  Army  under  his  command)  to  order 
me  to  write  to  New-  York,  to  have  the  four  thousand  barrels 
sent  up  immediately ;  and  if  they  are  not  arrived  at  New- 
York,  to  have  other  pork  sent  instead  thereof,  and  to  be 
replaced  out  of  that  which  is  ordered  by  General  Lee.  I 
know  of  nobody  or  person  to  whom  I  can  apply  for  assist- 
ance, hi  tliis  critical  situation,  that  can  give  such  effectual 
relief,  as  your  House.  I  must,  therefore,  entreat  you,  sir,  to 
request  the  House  to  give  such  orders  as  will  be  the  means 
of  forwarding  the  pork  with  the  utmost  despatch.  Could  I 
have  learnt  who  was  ordered  to  ship  the  pork  from  New- 
York,  I  should  not  have  troubled  the  Congress.  As  the 
service  requires  despatch,  I  hope  the  Congress  will  deem  it 
a  reasonable  excuse  for  my  troubling  them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  esteem,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Walter  Livingston,  Deputy  Com'y  General. 
To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq. 


WINTHROP    SARGENT    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Gloucester,  April  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  bearer  of  this  has  under  his  guard  a  number 
of  prisoners  and  Tories,  taken  by  Commodore  Manly  and 
Captain  Waters.  The  prize  is  sent  to  Portsmouth.  I  make 
no  doubt  you  have  had  an  account  of  the  capture  before  this 
reaches  your  Excellency.  Their  names  you  have  below. 
There  are  two  women  and  some  children  left  here,  which 
are  not  able  to  travel.     Should  be  glad  your  Excellency 


would  send  mt;  an  answer  to  what  I  wrote  you  last  about 
Captain  Watts's  goods,  and  what  I  am  to  do  with  the  pri- 
soners, for  I  have  thirty  here  now  upon  expense. 

I  remain  your  humble  servant, 

WiNTHROP  Sargent,  Agent. 

P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  the  above.  Captain  Tucker  has  car- 
ried the  prisoners  to  Marblehead,  whence  they  will  be  sent  to 
Head-Quarters.  Will  not  carry  the  women  and  children, 
for  fear  of  the  small-pox  ;  so  I  am  forced  to  provide  for  them 
here.    Should  be  glad  of  your  order  in  regard  to  the  above. 

Prisoners  names:  Caleb  Whittcn,  bad  man,  John  Hill, 
Arthur  Spencer,  Caleb  Whitten,  Jun.,  Joseph  Ililkn,  John 
Whitten,  William  King,  Duke  Barters,  John  Burrcs,  Wil- 


liam McKenncy,  James  Youling. 
Yours,  &ic. 


W.  S. 


EDMUND    PENDLETON    TO    RICHARD    HENRY    LEE. 

Caroline,  April  8,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  Friday  last  General  Lee  arrived  safe  in 
Williamsburgh,  in  a  very  rainy  day,  and  much  fatigued. 
We  consider  him  as  a  valuable  acquisition,  and  esteem  it  a 
favour  in  Congress  to  spare  him  to  this  department,  where 
most  people  here  think  the  gentry  who  found  Boston  too 
hot  for  them,  will  come,  and  be  joined  by  the  much-talked- 
of  powerful  force  from  Europe.  However,  I  am  not  of 
that  opinion,  and  think  they  either  mean  a  descent  upon 
some  other  part  of  Netv-England  they  like  better,  or,  per- 
haps, by  dividing  our  Army,  may  purpose  to  return  to  Bos- 
ton with  greater  advantage,  or  else  to  go  to  Halifax,  and 
wait  for  the  season  to  go  up  to  Queikck.  General  Lee 
thinks  if  they  come  here,  they  will  certainly  make  Williams- 
burgh their  object ;  and  on  that  supposition  he  is  going  to  in- 
trench it.  I  hear,  since  I  came  away,  he  has  ordered  all  the 
battalions  from  their  stations  to  that  place,  which  has  made 
the  people  in  town  very  happy,  but  I  fear  will  be  very 
alarming  to  other  parts,  particulariy  the  Northern  Neck,  who 
were  before  uneasy  on  the  appearance  of  tenders  in  Poto- 
mack  and  Rappahannock. 

It  was  mentioned  in  Committee  before  I  came  away,  it 
would  be  proper  to  request  our  Delegates  to  transmit  all 
publick  proceedings  of  Congress,  to  be  laid  before  the  Con- 
vention at  their  meeting.  They  will  probably  have  written 
on  the  subject,  but  I  mention  it  lest  they  should  from  hurry 
overlook  it. 

I  have  seen  your  resolves  about  reprisals.  Is  it  consider- 
ed as  a  law  we  are  now  to  execute,  by  granting  commis- 
sions ?  or  must  we  wait  for  a  confirmation  by  our  Conven- 
tion ?  Elections  are  coming  on.  It  seems  Colonel  Francis 
and  Mr.  Carter  are  left  out,  by  the  bulk  of  the  freeholders 
being  absent,  and  not  expecting  a  contest. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Edmund  Pendleton. 
To  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Esq.,  at  Philadelphia. 


JOSEPH  BEALL  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

BlaJensburgh,  April  8,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Yours  of  the  29th  ultimo  I  received  yes- 
terday. I  have  examined  the  powder  according  to  your 
request,  and  find  there  are  twenty-six  barrels  of  coarse 
powder,  including  one  that  was  brought  on  board  the  vessel, 
and  four  barrels  and  twenty  kegs  of  fine  powder,  though 
there  seems  to  be  something  of  a  mixture  throughout  the 
whole. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Beall. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


COLONEL  HASLETT  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  9th  April,  1776.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners.] 

Sir  :  I  am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  April, 
and  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that,  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  defenceless  situation  of  the  County  of  Sussex,  on 
the  firet  infomiation  of  die  RoebucVs  being  in  the  road  of 
Lewes,  two  companies  of  the  battalion  under  my  command 
were  directed  to  do  duty  there,  where  they  still  continue. 

The  Council  of  Safety  for  this  Government  ordered  the 
Militia  arms  of  this  County  into  the  hands  of  the  Continen- 
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tal  Ti'oops  for  tlie  purpose  of  training ;  but  I  forbade  them  to 
be  carried  out  of  it.  I  have  ventured  on  my  own  risk  to 
send  them,  but  iinow  not  how  soon  the  Council  will  order 
them  to  be  returned.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the 
spirit  of  the  troops  is  high,  and  hope  their  ardor  in  the 
generous  struggle  will  produce  its  proper  effects,  provided 
tliey  can  be  supplied  with  arms,  which  there  is  no  probabi- 
lity of  our  being  able  to  procure  in  this  place. 

The  commanding  officer  at  Lewes  has  sent  up  to  Head- 
Quarters  the  Third  Lieutenant  of  the  man-of-war,  and  three 
soldiers,  who  were  put  on  board  the  alarm  pilot  there,  by 
them  taken,  and  fitted  out  for  a  tender.  On  JVednesday, 
die  ^7th  ultimo,  cnaising  to  the  southward  of  the  Cape,  they 
sent  all  their  men  on  boai-d  a  Plymouth  sloop  they  had  made 
prize  of,  except  the  Lieutenant  and  three  others.  About 
four  o'clock,  next  morning,  the  helinsnian  falling  asleep. 
Providence  steered  the  boat  ashore,  and  they  were  soon 
after  taken. 

The  Lieutenant  infomis  us  that  the  Roebuck  left  Eng- 
land last  September,  bound  to  Halifax,  where  she  wintered, 
commanded  by  Captain  Hammond.  She  carries  forty-four 
eighteen  and  nine-pounders,  mounted,  and  can  mount  ten 
more.  I  propose  to  keep  the  officers  and  men  here  under 
guard  till  the  Congress  is  pleased  to  direct  in  what  manner 
they  shall  be  disposed  of. 

I  am,  sir,  with  tlie  greatest  respect,  your  most  humble 

^'^*°''  John  Haslett,  Cohnel. 

To  the  Honourable  Colonel  Hancock. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  PUTNAM. 

Philadelphia,  April  8,  1776. 

Sir:  On  Saturday  I  received  a  letter  from  General 
Heath  requesting  that  some  money  might  be  sent  to  New- 
York  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  which  I  immediately  laid 
before  Congress,  and  was  authorized  to  forward  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollai-s ;  which  I  have  accordingly  sent  by 
Captain  Nathaniel  Faulkner;  and  as  I  am  uninformed 
whether  the  Paymaster  is  arrived  at  New-  York,  I  have  di- 
rected Mr.  Faulkner  to  deliver  the  money  to  you.  If  the 
Paymaster  is  with  you,  please  to  order  it  to  his  care,  for  the 
use  of  the  troops ;  if  not,  you  will  order  the  money  to  be 
improved  for  the  payment  of  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand. 

Please  to  acquaint  General  Heath  that  I  received  his 
letter,  but  have  not  time  to  write  him  now.  You  will 
please  to  forward  me  a  receipt  for  the  money. 

Last  evening  I  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  by  Major 
Sherburne,  desiring  that  three  hundred  thousand  dollars 
may  be  sent  for  the  use  of  the  troops.  As  the  Congress 
does  not  meet  this  day ,  I  have  judged  it  best  to  detain  Major 
Sherburne  here  until  I  know  the  determination  of  Congress, 
which  I  shall  know  to-morrow,  and  whatever  further  sum 
they  order  I  will  despatch  by  Major  Sherburne.  In  the 
mean  time  I  have  thought  it  most  proper  to  send  forward, 
by  Captain  Faulkner,  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as 
that  sum  may  be  improved  until  the  other  amves. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  esteem,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Major-General  Putnam,  Commanding  the  Continental 
Troops  at  New-York. 


RICHARD   BDTLER  TO    COLONEL    JAMES    WILSON. 

Fort  Pitt,  April  8,  1776. 
Sir:  I  send  this  by  express  to  inform  you  that  Kiosola, 
and  two  other  Indians,  messengers  from  Colonel  Butler,  the 
King's  Agent  at  Niagara,  and  the  Commandant  of  the  Six 
Nations,  with  a  letter  to  Captain  McKce,  and  a  message  to 
Kiosola,  arrived  there  the  3d  instant ;  a  copy  of  which  I 
send  enclosed.  Kiosola  delivered  the  wampum  he  received, 
with  a  speech  from  the  Six  Nations,  desiring  his  attendance 
at  a  treaty  to  be  held  at  Niagara,  and  one  from  Colonel 
Butler  and  the  commandant,  to  the  same  purport.  He 
seemed  determined  to  go,  althougii  he  asked  Captain  Ne- 
ville's and  my  advice  ;  and  as  we  saw  it  would  Ge  of  no  use 
to  attempt  to  stop  him,  we  thought  it  best  to  send  him  off 
pleased;  therefore  delivered  him  a  small  speech,  (No.  1,) 


and  one  as  from  youi-self  and  the  other  Commissioners, 
(No.  •2;)  and  as  I  had  an  opportunity  to  the  Dtlawares, 
I  sent  them  the  speech,  No.  3 ;  all  which  1  hope  will  meet 
your  apjirobation.  I  considered  that  it  \\ould  be  best  that 
the  strange  Indians  should  have  a  good  opinion  of  us,  there- 
fore made  them  welcome,  and  sent  them  well  pleased  away, 
at  as  small  an  expense  as  possible.  Kiosola  desires  me  to 
inform  you  that  he  has  but  one  heart,  and  diat  he  will  say 
or  do  nothing  contrary  to  his  engagements  last  fall ;  and  that 
he  does  not  doubt  of  preserving  peace,  as  by  what  he 
hears  from  the  Six  Nations  they  mean  no  other.  The 
Onondaga  man  (one  of  the  messengers)  says,  that  after 
Montreal  was  reduced,  there  came  a  great  quantity  of 
goods  round  by  the  north  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  in  a  great 
many  periaugurs  to  Niagara,  and  that  great  presents  will 
be  made  there  to  the  Indians.  There  are  but  few  Indians 
come  here  from  any  quarter,  and  I  think  they  would  know 
their  own  importance,  and  expect  their  friendship  shall  be 
purchased  as  well  as  courted ;  yet,  with  prudent  manage- 
ment, I  believe  they  may  be  kept  quiet  at  no  very  great 
expense. 

The  Indians  are  not  a  little  alanned,  Kiosola  tells  me,  at 
the  exorbitant  price  of  goods,  that  our  traders  charge  them, 
and  the  great  scarcity  of  ammunition  and  goods.  They 
say,  that  at  the  treaty  last  fall  here,  we  were  to  be  one  peo- 
ple ;  but  that  it  seems  as  if  we  meant  to  take  advantage  of 
them  by  the  times,  and  advising  them  to  have  nottiing  to 
do  in  taking  part  with  those  that  could  and  would  supply 
them  reasonably  if  applied  to ;  that  they  think  it  veiy  odd 
at  this  time,  when  riieir  relationship  is  desired,  that  these 
advantages  should  be  taken  to  extort  on  them,  when  they  . 
could  be  supplied  by  the  northward  people  at  the  usual 
terms ;  and  he  positively  desired  to  know  the  reason,  and 
when  it  might  be  expected  to  be  remedied,  that  he  might 
inform  the  people  that  might  ask  him.  I  gave  him  the  fol- 
lowing answers : 

Friend  Kiosola,  it  is  true,  it  is  hard  just  now;  but  our 
great  men  have  your  welfare  at  heart  as  well  as  ours,  and 
will  remedy  that  inconveniency  as  soon  as  possible — I  hope 
between  this  and  fall.  The  reason  is  this :  we  used  to  buy 
our  goods  from  the  people  in  England ;  but  the  present  dis- 
pute hinders  us  from  that  now ;  but  the  people  of  Canada 
bought  a  great  deal  of  goods  from  them  last  year,  and  have 
not  yet  sold  them  all ;  and  we  bought  none,  therefore  are 
scarce  ;  and  for  the  future  neither  the  Canadians  nor  us  will 
buy  any  more  English  goods  till  these  disputes  are  settled ; 
but  have  sent  to  France  and  other  parts,  and  that  I  am  of 
opinion  against  fall  they  will  be  both  plentifully  and  reason- 
ably supplied,  and  I  hope  they  would  not  be  uneasy. 

1  inquired  his  reasons  for  not  proceeding  with  the  big  belt 
last  fall.  He  says  he  was  disappointed  by  Captain  Pipe, 
who  was  to  have  met  him  at  the  Moravian  Town,  as  Mr. 
Gibson  told  him,  but  did  not ;  then,  he  says,  Mr.  Gibson 
promised  to  send  two  of  the  Delawares  from  Newcomer's 
Town  to  him  at  the  Wyandot  Town,  to  go  w  itli  him ;  but 
after  his  waiting  there  ten  days,  and  seeing  no  likelihood  of 
their  coming,  he  thought  it  too  difficult  to  attempt  alone, 
and  resolved  on  coming  back.  He  says  he  called  some  of 
the  Wyandots  together,  and  charged  them  to  be  careful  of 
their  young  men,  and  see  that  they  did  no  mischief;  and 
that  be  sent  a  message  by  a  Wyandot  man  to  the  western 
tribes  to  inform  them  that  there  had  been  a  Council  here, 
and  that  what  was  said  was  very  good  ;  and  that  the  mes- 
senger was  to  go  by  the  Picts,  and  then  to  the  Northern 
tribes,  and  relate  what  he  was  charged  with.  I  then  told 
him  that  the  accounts  that  went  to  Philadelphia  were,  that 
he  was  stopped,  and  that  the  Northern  tribes  had  threatened 
to  cut  the  big  belt  in  pieces  if  he  offered  to  proceed ;  all 
which,  he  says,  is  false,  and  that  they  said  nothing  of  the 
kind,  but  seemed  quite  well  pleased.  I  then  asked  how 
Mr.  Gibson  came  to  be  threatened  by  Logan.  He  says  it 
was  a  report  that  came  to  the  Wyandot  Town  by  a  Mingo 
man,  and  he  thought  it  might  be  so;  therefore  had  word 
sent  to  Mr.  Gibson  for  fear,  and  that  he  might  take  care. 

I  called  on  Mr.  McKce  the  1st  ultimo,  and  informed  him 
that  I  had  accounts  of  two  messengers  from  Niagara,  and 
that  they  had  letters  which  I  supposed  must  be  for  him ; 
which  I  expected  to  be  informed  of  on  their  arrival,  and 
their  embassy,  and  the  contents  of  the  letters,  so  far  as  they 
respected  the  good  of  the  United  Colonies  ;  which  he  pro- 
mised I  should.    On  their  arrival,  Mr.  McKee  went  to  Colo- 
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nel  Croghan's,  and  there  received  his  letter  and  the  other 
messages  already  mentioned.  Mr.  Croghan,  being  chair- 
man of  the  Committee,  wrote  to  Mr.  Thomas  Smallman 
and  Mr.  John  Campbell,  to  call  on  Mr.  McKee  to  see  his 
letter,  and  take  his  parole  that  he  would  not  leave  the 
neighbourhood  of  Pittsburgh  till  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Committee,  wiiich  is  to  be  on  the  16lh  instant.  It  was  shown 
to  me,  and  my  attendance  desired,  with  Captain  jSleville  to  be 
present.  We  all  attended,  and  Mr.  Smallman  gave  Mr.  Mc- 
Kee the  letter  from  the  Chairman.  And  on  Mr.  Smallman' s 
demanding  Mr.  McKec's  letter,  he  immediately  complied, 
and  gave  it.  It  was  read  by  Mr.  Smallman,  Campbell,  and 
myself.  His  parole  was  then  demanded,  as  above,  which  he 
complied  with,  and  I  forbade  his  sending  any  despatches, 
or  doing  any  business  with  the  Indians,  without  my  know- 
ledge, before  Captain  Neville,  Messrs.  Smallman  and  Gray- 
son ;  which  he  promised  also  not  to  do.  Mr.  McKee  ob- 
served that  the  spring  business  is  now  on,  and  his  presence 
necessary  at  his  farm ;  he  expected  he  would  be  allowed  to 
go  to  and  from  it  till  then,  which  was  allowed  by  both 
Messrs.  Campbell  and  Smallman.  I  cannot  help  reflecting 
a  little  on  the  proceedings  against  that  gentleman,  who 
really  behaved  very  well  on  the  occasion  ;  for  after  they  had 
agreed  that  he  might  go  to  and  from  his  farm,  on  his  parole, 
Mr.  Campbell  made  a  verbal  demand  the  next  morning  of 
his  parole  in  writing,  which  Mr.  McKee  looked  upon  as  an 
unbecoming  demand,  as  they  had  agreed  to  each  other's  de- 
mands and  requests  the  day  before,  and  that  it  had  some 
design  rather  to  offend,  or  put  Mr.  McKee  to  take  measures 
(by  straining  their  authority)  that  are  quite  unnecessary,  if 
they  proceed  in  a  decent  manner;  and  their  taking  those  ill- 
marked  steps  may  not  have  the  effect  that  true  friends  to 
their  country  woidd  wish ;  we  therefore  told  Mr.  Campbell 
that,  when  the  Committee  called  on  him  in  writing,  he  must 
answer  them  in  writing  also.  I  cannot  help  thinking  there 
is  more  ill-nature  than  is  necessary  shown  to  that  gentle- 
man, as  he  is  detained  here  ever  since.  I  look  upon  it  a 
little  impolitick  hindering  him  to  speak  to  these  Indians  at 
this  time,  as  there  might  still  be  some  of  the  Committee  or 
myself  present,  where  anything  might  be  said  with  safety, 
as  a  speech  might  be  preconcerted  that  would  save  all  ap- 
pearances of  our  suspicion  of  their  intending  any  harm,  at 
the  same  time  that  proper  care  would  be  taken  that  they 
should  do  none.  And  I  must  say,  in  justice  to  Mr.  McKee, 
that  I  have  not  seen  one  act  that  discovered  an  inimical  in- 
tention to  this  country,  as  he  might  have  done  mischief, 
had  he  been  so  inclined,  and  gone  where  he  would  be  ca- 
ressed for  it.  Sir,  this  is  not  my  single  opinion,  but  of  seve- 
ral respectable  inhabitants  of  this  country  ;  and  further,  that 
he  has  been  much  more  quiet  than  some  others  that  would 
fain  be  thought  great  friends  now.  I  cannot  but  think,  sir, 
that  Mr.  McKee  should  have  been  prohibited  doing  any  Iiv- 
dian  business  long  ago,  as  it  was  reasonable  to  think  that 
as  long  as  he  was  not,  there  would  be  some  directions  to 
him,  if  but  to  try  his  attachment,  and  it  would  have  kept 
those  northward  messengers  from  amongst  our  Indians,  who 
are  set  a  stir  by  any  speech  from  any  quarter. 

April  9th. — This  day  Mr.  John  Gibson  arrived  with  seve- 
ral Shawnecs,  to  whom  Captain  Neville  spoke,  and  informed 
them  that  to-morrow  he  would  receive  the  white  prisoners 
and  the  slaves.  For  other  accounts  relative  to  them,  I  refer 
you  to  Mr.  Gibson,  who  writes  by  this  express,  which  I 
have  detained  four  days  for  his  coming.  I  intend  to  address 
them  to  the  same  purport  that  I  have  the  Delawares,  as 
soon  as  Mr.  Gibson  has  done  the  business  with  them. 

Sir,  there  has  been  a  survey  made  by  Colonel  William 
Crawford,  of  the  long  island,  about  four  miles  below  this 
place,  in  the  Ohio,  for  John  Marvie  and  Charles  Syms,  Esqrs., 
and  Captain  John  Neville,  which  is  a  direct  breach  of  the 
treaty  of  Fort  Stanwix,  and  the  treaty  here  last  fall ;  and 
the  consequences  are  much  dreaded  by  many  people  of  these 
parts,  as  it  is  a  precedent  that  will  be  apt  to  be  followed 
by  many  ;  and  that  it  will  furnish  the  officers  of  the  Crown, 
now  going  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  with  arguments  that 
may  tend  much  to  the  dishonour  and  disadvantage  of  the 
Colonies,  as  we  should  be  punctual  in  observing  our  treaties 
with  them,  if  we  expect  they  should  with  us.  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  acquaint  you  of  it,  that  such  steps  may  be 
taken  as  you  may  think  proper  to  direct,  to  prevent  any 
further  proceedings  of  the  kind,  or  any  mischief  that  might 


follow  ;  as  I  am  sure  that  John  Montour  will  paint  it  to  our 
disadvantage  on  his  return,  as  he  claims  it  by  virtue  of  his 
father's  claim  as  an  Indian,  and  it  has  been  often  talked  of 
by  Custologa,  Captain  jPipe,  and  other  Indians.  When  an 
attempt  was  made  to  improve  it  by  some  white  man,  and 
John  Montour  proposed  selling  his  right  of  it,  they  said 
it  was  not  to  sell  it,  that  Montour  was  allowed  to  improve 
it,  but,  as  an  Indian,  he  might  settle  it,  or  any  other  part  of 
their  land. 

Dear  sir,  I  am  obliged  to  renew  the  request  of  a  little 
ammunition,  as  I  find  that  all  messengers  expect  a  little,  by 
way  of  provision  for  their  return  home.  Captain  Neville 
has  let  me  have  a  little  for  the  Onondaga  and  Mohawk 
men  ;  and  if  1  should  refuse  them,  it  not  only  implies  a  dis- 
trust, but  exposes  our  poverty.  As  to  other  things,  I  can  still 
get,  though  high.  A  smith  is  very  much  wanted.  I  hope 
you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  give  me  directions,  per  return  of 
this  express,  concerning  these  matters.  I  hope,  sir,  you 
will  not  take  amiss  my  reminding  you  that  a  strict  attention 
to  Indian  affairs  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  peace  of  the 
frontier  country  depends  on  their  being  quiet ;  and  to  the 
contrary,  if  we  should  be  disturbed  or  driven,  we  must  then 
oppress  the  interior  part,  that  is  too  much  distressed  already. 
I  have  sent,  some  time  past,  for  George  Allen,  and  expect 
him  every  day.  As  soon  as  he  receives  his  present,  I  shall 
take  the  first  opportunity  to  inform  you  and  the  Assembly 
of  it. 

I  have  just  called  on  Mr.  Gibson,  and  informed  him  of 
my  having  your  authority  for  superseding  him ;  and  when 
he  had  done  the  business  that  he  had  with  these  Indians, 
(which  I  understood  is  on  account  of  the  Virginia  Commis- 
sioners,) it  was  your  directions  to  me  to  let  him  know  he 
was  to  do  no  more  Indian  business  here.  He  then  told  me 
he  would  set  off  to  Philadelphia,  and  would  take  these  de- 
spatches ;  but  thinking  he  would  probably  be  detained  some 
days  on  the  road,  and  for  other  reasons,  I  thought  it  most  pru- 
dent to  send  the  express,  as  these  matters  ought  to  be  laid 
before  you  as  early  as  possible. 

Dear  sir,  I  hope  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  give  my  most 
respectful  compliments  to  Doctor  Franklin ;  and  be  assured 
that  I  will  use  my  utmost  endeavours  for  the  service  of  the 
Colonies. 

I  am,  sir,  with  all  due  respect,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  „  ■„ 

KiCHAKD    JtJuTLER, 

Agent  and  Interpreter, 
To  Colonel  James  Wilson. 

P.  S.  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  party  spirit  prevails 
here  as  much  as  ever ;  and,  indeed,  through  the  country  in 
general.  I  could  say  much  more  on  this  subject,  but  as  I 
am  convinced  of  your  friendship,  I  am  determined  to  do  my 
duty,  and  say  nothing  about  these  matters,  as  I  know  how 
they  stand  in  your  opinion,  as  well  the  authors  of  the  dis- 
putes as  the  abetters. 

Kiosola  talks  of  visiting  the  honourable  the  Congress,  if 
agreeable,  this  summer.     Shall  be  glad  to  know  if  so. 

R.  B. 


COLONEL  JOHN  BUTLEK  TO  ALEXANDER  McKEE. 

Niagara,  February  29,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  the  20th  ultimo,  acquainting  you 
I  was  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  inform  you  I  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  care  and  charge  of  the  Indian  Department,  in  Co- 
lonel Johnson's  absence.  He  has  desired  me  to  write  you 
to  meet  me  here  at  this  place  ;  and  it  is  Colonel  CaldweWs 
orders,  and  mine,  that  you  attend  a  meeting  we  propose  to 
hold  at  Niagara  the  beginning  of  next  May.  Your  know- 
ledge in  the  Indian  affairs ;  your  hitherto  undoubted  zeal  for 
his  Majesty's  service,  and  the  duty  you  owe  to  Government, 
makes  your  presence  absolutely  necessary  at  this  place  on 
or  before  the  time  above-mentioned  ;  and  as  I  now  under- 
stand the  Indian,  who  was  to  carry  the  same,  has  not  pro- 
ceeded to  you,  have  hired  an  Onondaga  Indian  to  carry  this 
on  purpose  ;  by  whose  return  I  will  expect  your  answer ;  in 
which  I  expect  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  inform  of  any- 
thing worth  notice  that  you  may  know  respecting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Rebels  your  way.  We  have  nothing  worth 
notice  to  mention  to  you,  only  the  reduction  of  Montreal  by 
the  Rebels,  the  particulars  of  which  you  must,  long  ere  now, 
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have  been  informed  of.     Please  make  my  compliments  to 
Colonel  Croghan. 

I  remain,  dear  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Butler. 
To  Mr.  Alexander  McKee,  Deputy  Agent  of  Indian  Af- 
faire, Fort  Pitt. 

P.  S.  I  have  much  more  to  say  to  you  than  the  compass 
of  this  paper  will  admit  of;  but  must  defer  it,  on  account  of 
the  precaiiousness  of  the  times,  until  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  ;  and  will  expect  you  will  give  an  invitation  to  a 
few  of  the  Chiefs  in  your  neighbourhood  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing at  the  time  appointed.  The  bearer  has  orders  to  give 
notice  to  all  the  Indians  he  may  see.  J.  B. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy,  taken  by 

Richard  Butler. 

[No.  I.]  Speech  to  Kiosola. 

Brother:  As  you  are  called  on  by  your  nation,  and  by 
the  head-men  of  S'iagara,  we  think  it  very  right  that  you 
go  to  hear  what  they  have  to  say,  as  it  is  highly  proper  that 
men  of  sense  should  be  at  such  meetings  ;  and,  as  you 
know  die  sense  of  your  brethren  there  last  fall,  and  their 
charge  to  you,  and  all  the  tribes  that  were  present,  to 
hearken  to  no  speeches  that  tend  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
the  country,  we  hope  you  will  not  forget  it ;  and  that  you 
will  stop  your  ears  to  anything  contrary  from  either  one 
party  or  the  other ;  and  as  we  expect  to  hear  from  the 
great  Council-fire  at  Philadelphia,  we  hope  to  see  you  soon 
back  there  again.  We  also  think  it  very  proper  that  you 
take  the  great  belt  and  speech  with  you,  and  show  it  to  the 
Six  Nations,  and  the  Northern  tribes  that  will  be  there,  and 
explain  to  them  fully,  that  they  may  know  the  sentiments  of 
the  United  Colonies ;  and  that,  at  this  return,  we  will  be 
glad  to  know  their  opinion. 

Richard  Butler,  Agent  and  Interpreter. 

[No.  2.]  Speech  to  Kiosola. 

Brother  :  The  Commissioners  for  the  thirteen  United 
Colonies,  being  assured  of  your  sincerity  as  a  friend  to  the 
publick,  in  general,  and  your  just  intention  of  keeping  peace 
amongst  the  different  tribes  of  Indians,  and  with  your 
brethren  of  these  Colonies,  they  express  a  desire  that  you 
will  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  any  part  with  eitlier  one 
party  or  another,  that  might  tend  to  break  the  bonds  of 
friendship  that  now  subsists  between  us  and  the  Six  Nations, 
and  the  tribes  to  the  northward  and  westward ;  and  that 
you  will  use  your  endeavours,  as  a  friend  to  both  us  and 
them,  to  continue  in  that  path  of  peace  and  friendship  that 
has  been  walked  in  so  many  years.  Your  brothers  at  the 
great  Council-fire  at  Philadelphia  have  sent  you,  by  me, 
this  small  token  of  their  regard  for  you,  and  hope  you  will 
wear  it,  and  remember  them ;  and  they  will  expect  to  see 
you  as  soon  as  convenient  again,  and  renew  the  ties  of 
friendship  between  them  and  you,  and  the  whole  of  their 
brethren.  There  will  be  messengers  sent  to  the  different 
tribes,  when  they  want  to  meet  them. 

Richard  Butler,  Agent  and  Interpreter. 

[No!  3.]  Speech  to  the  Delawares. 

Brothers  :  I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  you  that 
your  old  brothers  at  the  great  Council-fire  at  Philadelphia, 
for  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  have  appointed  me  to  re- 
side at  Pittsburgh,  to  take  care  of  the  Council-fire  that  they 
made  for  them  and  you  to  smoke  by,  at  this  place,  last  fall, 
where  you  may  always  come  in  safety  and  peace. 

I  am,  also,  to  receive  your  speeches,  and  deliver  you 
theirs ;  therefore,  anything  you  want  to  relate  to  your  old 
brothers  at  the  great  Council-fir^,  I  will  send  it  to  them 
carefully.  I  am  desired  to  inform  you  that  they  expect  you 
will  hold  fast  the  great  belt  of  peace  and  friendship  that  you 
both  took  hold  of  last  fall,  and  that  you  will  not  let  it  slip 
out  of  your  hands,  but  consider  us  and  you  as  one  people ; 
and  that  you  will  not  hearken  to  any  speech  that  the  Com- 
mandants of  either  Detroit  or  Niagara  may  send  amongst 
you  by  either  Englishman,  Frenchman,  or  Indian,  as  they 
only  mean  to  deceive  you ;  but  that  you  will  sit  still  and 
enjoy  peace. 

You  may  depend  that  your  old  brothers  will  supply  you 
with  goods  and  ammunition  plentifully,  and  on  reasonable 


terms,  very  soon,  as  they  have  your  welfare  at  heart  !is  well 
as  their  own ;  and  when  you  want  to  hear  from  the  great 
Council-fire,  or  to  inform  diem  of  anything,  your  messengers 
shall  always  be  treSted  with  friendship,  when  they  come 
here  on  any  publick  business. 

Your  old  brothers  at  the  great  Council-fire  expect  to 
hear  how  the  people  of  your  nation,  that  were  not  present, 
like  what  was  said  to  the  heads  of  the  tribes  here  last  fall, 
and  hope  their  ojiinion  of  it  is  good,  and  that  their  hearts  are 
as  disjwsed  to  peace  and  friendship  as  ours. 

Richard  Butler. 

committee    of    WEST-AUGUSTA   to    PENNSYLVANIA    DELE- 
GATES. 
[Read  April  22,  1776.] 
Fort  Pitt,  or  West-Augusta,  April  9,  1776. 

Present:  Major  Thomas  Smallinan,  Mr.  John  Campbell, 
Mr.  John  Gibson,  and  Mr.  Joshua  JVright. 

Major  Smallman  communicated  to  the  Committee  a  letter 
he  had  received  from  Colonel  Croghan;  also,  a  letter,  dated 
February  29th,  from  Colonel  Butler,  at  Niagara,  Agent  for 
the  Lidian  Affairs  in  that  department,  to  Alexander  McKee, 
Esq.,  the  Agent  at  this  place ;  by  which  it  appears  that  a 
treaty  was  intended  to  be  held  in  beiialf  of  the  ftlinistry  the 
beginning  of  next  month,  at  Niagara ;  and  that  Colonel 
Butler  and  Colonel  Caldwell  ordered  Captain  McKee's  at- 
tendance and  assistance  in  that  behalf: 

It  is,  therefore.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alexander  McKee  be 
required  to  give  his  parole,  in  writing,  that  he  will  not  trans- 
act any  business  witli  the  Indians  in  behalf  of  the  Crown  or 
Ministry ;  that  he  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  corres- 
pond with  any  of  the  Crown  or  Ministerial  officers,  nor 
leave  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Pitt,  without  the  consent  of 
the  Committee  of  JVest-Augusta ;  and,  on  his  refusal  to  do  so, 
that  he  be  committed  a  close  prisoner  till  the  General  Con- 
gress be  acquainted,  and  direct  what  further  is  to  be  done. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  Resolve,  a  copy  of 
Mr.  McKee's  Parole,  and  a  copy  of  Colonel  John  Butler's 
letter  to  Captain  McKee,  be  sent  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Colony  in  Congress. 

A  true  copy :  Thomas  Smallman,  Chairman. 

Alexander  McKee's  Parole. 
West-Augusta  : 

I,  Alexander  McKee,  Deputy  Agent  for  the  Indian  Affaire 
for  the  District  of  Fort  Pitt,  do  hereby  promise  and  engage 
that  I  will  not  transact  any  business  with  tlie  Indians  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown  or  Ministry ;  that  I  will  not,  directly 
or  indirectly,  correspond  with  any  of  the  Crown  or  Ministe- 
rial officere,  nor  leave  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Pitt,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  Committee  of  West-Augusta. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Pittsburgh,  this  ninth  day  of 
April,  1776.  A.  McKee, 

Deputy  Agent  for  Indian  Affairs. 

rue  copy .  Thomas  Smallman.  Chairman. 


CAPTAIN  STEPHENSON  TO  GENERAL  PUTNAM. 

Staten-IslanJ,  April  8,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Honour:  Yesterday,  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  ship  Savage,  and  the  James,  a 
pilot-boat,  came  up  the  Sound,  under  cover  of  a  thick  fog,  to 
the  watering-place  on  this  Island.  Each  sent  a  boat,  with 
eleven  men,  to  take  in  water;  of  which  I  received  intelli- 
gence, and  prepared  to  attack  them.  They  received  infonn- 
ation  of  our  approach,  and  a  signal  gun  was  fired  for  their 
retreat,  which  they  endeavoured  to  effect  under  cover  of  a 
brisk  and  almost  constant  fire  from  the  Savage ;  but  being 
closely  pureued,  were  obliged  to  leave  behind  them  one 
standard,  one  musket,  one  boat,  twenty-seven  u-on-bound 
barrels,  one  cable,  anchor  and  buoy,  one  speaking  trumpet, 
one  iron  pot,  and  two  watch-coats  ;  ten  men  were  taken 
prisonere  in  the  boat  and  in  the  water,  attempting  to  make 
their  escape,  (one  of  whom  is  wounded ;)  one  man  being 
shot,  fell  into  the  water,  and  two  othere  fell  on  board,  of 
which  we  are  confident ;  many  were  wounded ;  but  as  I 
cannot  inform  you  with  certainty,  you  will  please  refer  to 
four  desertere,  who  came  ashore  last  night  from  the  Phenix, 
for  better  information. 

Two  boys  belonging  to  New-York,  who  went  on  board 
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the  BlacJc-JoJce  on  Saturday,  and  were  towed  in  their  canoe 
by  the  James  to  the  watering-place  yesterday  mormng,  and 
landed,  are  suspected  to  be  the  persons  who  gave  the  ship's 
crew  notice  that  the  riflemen  were  approaching,  and  are, 
therefore,  made  prisoners ;  they  inform  that  Messrs.  Wea- 
therhead  and  Wallace,  of  New-  York,  frequently  go  on  board 
the  Phenix,  from  Long-Island.  I  have  undertaken  to  send 
Darby  Doyle,  as  a  prisoner,  for  selling  provisions  to,  and 
holding  correspondence  with  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  your  Honour,  that  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  under  my  command  behaved  in  the  late  little 
skirmish  with  a  spirit  and  conduct  becoming  advocates  for 
liberty.  I  am  to  acknowledge  myself  obliged  to  Captain 
Rawlings,  his  officers  and  men,  for  the  assistance  they  pre- 
pared to  lend  us,  by  crossing  the  river,  in  the  most  expedi- 
tious manner.  A  list  of  the  prisoners  will  be  dehvered  by 
Lieutenant  Finley,  to  whom  I  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Ho- 
nour for  fijrther  particulars. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  subscribe  myself  your  Honour's 

most  obedient,  humble  servant,         tt        c 

Hugh  Stephenson. 


JOHN    BLACKI.ER    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Esopus,  April  8,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  I  looked  on  the  discharge  which  you  were 
so  kind  as  to  send  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  here,  as  suffi- 
cient to  enable  me  to  seek  for  my  living  on  any  part  of  the 
Continent ;  but  find  to  the  contrary,  as  they  have  insisted 
on  my  proceeding  to  New-  York.  I  willingly  complied  with 
your  orders  ;  as  such,  flatter  myself  I  shall  be  so  happy  as  to 
receive  by  the  bearer  a  discharge,  as  I  am  still  a  prisoner, 
only  with  the  liberty  of  the  town. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Blacklek. 
To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  New-York. 


THOMAS    WICKES   TO    NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Huntington,  April  8,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  We  have  just  received  intelligence  that  a 
fleet  of  thirty  sail  of  square-rigged  vessels  have  been  seen  off 
between  Cray-Neck  and  Eaton's  Neck ;  and  we  thought  it 
best  to  send  you  the  earliest  intelligence.  We  shall  watch 
their  motions,  and  as  soon  as  we  can  discover  their  motions, 
we  shall  send  you  further  intelligence.  We  are  mustering 
our  Militia,  and  shall  do  the  best  in  our  power. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants, 

Thomas  Wickes,  Chairman. 
P.  S.  About  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  received 
the  intelligence. 

JOHN   LLOYD   TO   JOHN    SLOSS    HOB  ART. 

Queen's  Village,  April  8,  1776. 

Sir:  As  the  affairs  of  my  uncle,  Henry  Lloyd,  Esq.,  re- 
specing  his  estate,  have  come  to  my  care,  his  particular  situa- 
tion renders  it  necessary  that  something  should  be  done  that 
his  interest  may  not  go  to  destruction  ;  which  I  should  be 
glad  to  prevent,  by  affording  all  the  assistance  in  my  power, 
provided  I  can  do  it  with  safety  to  myself.  My  uncle,  you 
know,  sir,  is  under  the  censure  of  the  publick,  and  so  far 
considered  an  unfriendly  man  to  his  country,  as,  I  think, 
renders  it  unsafe  for  any  one  to  transact  business  for  him 
without  the  permission  of  the  higher  powers  in  this  matter. 
I  take  the  liberty  of  asking  your  advice  respecting  the  pro- 
priety of  applying  to  the  Provincial  Congress  for  consent  in 
this  affair.  At  the  same  time,  should  be  obliged  for  your 
opinion  how  far  I  may  engage  in  these  matters,  until  I  can 
obtain  full  power  to  act.  Our  situation  is  as  much  exposed 
to  the  enemy  as  any  in  the  Sound,  and  I  think  this  circum- 
stance alone  will  be  an  argument  that  something  should  be 
done  with  his  interest,  especially  stock,  which  1  propose  sel- 
ling if  leave  can  be  obtained.  If  my  ideas  of  this  matter 
should  agree  with  yours,  1  should  be  much  obliged  if  you 
would  write  to  Mr.  Treadwcll,  who,  I  suppose,  is  now  at 
Congress,  and  request  the  favour  of  him  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  House  as  soon  as  he  thinks  proper.  I  should  be 
glad  it  might  be  soon. 

I  am  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Lloyd,  Jun. 
To  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esq. 


general   THOMAS   TO   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  16,  1776.] 

Albany,  April  8,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  6th  o{ March,  with 
the  directions  of  Congress  to  proceed  to  Canada.  In  con- 
sequence of  which  I  left  Roxbury  the  22d,  ior  Albany,  where 
I  arrived  the  28th.  I  have  been  detained  on  account  of  the 
lakes  being  impassable ;  but  am  in  hopes  boats  may  pass  in 
a  few  days.     I  shall  take  the  very  first  opportunity. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  the  troops  so  backward  ;  I  understand 
many  of  the  regiments  are  very  incomplete  as  to  number,  es- 
pecially those  of  New-  York  and  New-England.  I  cannot  find 
the  whole,  which  may  be  expected  to  form  the  Army  in  Ca- 
nada, will  amount  to  five  thousand,  while  I  expect  Montreal, 
and  the  posts  on  our  way,  will  require  near  one  thousand  ;  and 
should  a  reinforcement  of  the  enemy  arrive  before  we  get 
possession  of  (^mbeck,  considering  the  smallness  of  our  num- 
ber, some  disagreeable  consequence  must  ensue.  For  Cana-  / 
da,  we  cannot  expect  to  be  able  to  call  in  any  assistance  fiwm 
the  inhabitants,  as  in  the  other  Colonies,  on  any  emergency. 
I  hope  the  Congress  will  take  this  matter  into  consideration', 
whether  the  number  mentioned  is  sufficient  to  resist  the 
force  that  our  enemy  will  be  likely  to  send  that  way.  I  am 
not  at  present  able  to  make  any  regular  return  of  the  state 
of  the  Army  in  that  quarter,  but  shall,  as  soon  as  it  possibly 
can  be  done.  I  understand  by  General  Schuyler,  that  he 
has  made  some  representation  to  Congress  on  this  matter ; 
therefore  shall,  on  my  part,  pursue  every  measure  that  is  in 
my  power  for  the  good  of  the  common  cause. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant,  ,        _ 

John  Thomas. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


RIDGEFIELD    (cONNECTICtrr)    COMMITTEE. 

RidgeBeld,  April  8,  1776. 

Josiah  Stebbins,  Benjamin  Hoyt,  Thomas  Smith,  John 
Dauchy,  Ebenezer  Smith,  Ezekiel  Wilson,  and  Ehenezer 
Sherwood,  of  the  Township  of  Ridgefield,  in  the  County 
of  Fairfield,  and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  were  brought  be- 
fore the  Committee  of  said  Township,  as  being  suspected  of 
being  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  America ;  and,  upon  exami- 
nation, it  appeared  to  the  Committee  that  they  are  inimical 
to  the  liberties  of  America ;  and  all  persons  are  hereby  de- 
sired to  have  no  more  dealings  or  commerce  with  them ; 
otherwise  they  will  be  held  up  as  inimical,  and  dealt  with 
accordingly. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Samuel  Olmsted,  Chairman. 


J.  WATERS,  JUN.,  to  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

New-London,  April  8,  1776. 
Agreeable  to  your  Honour's  desire,  I  have  hereto  subjoin- 
ed a  sketch  of  the  outline  of  the  first  work  we  propose  com- 
pleting on  Shaw's  Neck.  I  think  it  advisable  to  have  these 
completed  forthwith,  and  shall  accordingly  endeavour  to  ac- 
complish the  same.  Five  hundred  men  might  be  employed 
to  advantage.  It  may  be  well  to  have  a  number  of  single 
platforms  immediately  completed,  as,  should  we  afterwards 
choose  a  full  platform,  these  will  not  come  amiss.  We  em- 
ploy about  fifty  men  per  day  on  the  works. 


The  whole  when  completed  will  be  so  far  towards  com- 
pleting the  general  plan. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Waters,  Jun.. 
To  Governour  TrumbuU. 
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ADWRAL    HOPKINS    TO    PRESlnENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[ReaO  April  16,  1776.] 
Ship  Alfred,  New-London  Harbour,  April  9,  1776. 

Sir:  When  I  put  to  sea,  the  17th  February,  from  Capc- 
llenlopcn,  we  liad  many  sick ;  and  four  of  the  vessels  had 
a  laifif  number  on  board  with  the  sniall-pox.  The  Hornet 
and  JVasp  joined  me  two  days  before.  The  wind  came  at 
northeast,  which  made  it  unsafe  to  lit;  there.  Tiie  wind, 
after  we  {rot  out,  came  on  to  blow  hard.  I  did  not  think 
we  were  in  a  condition  to  keep  on  a  cold  coast,  and  appoint- 
ed our  rendezvous  at  Abaca,  one  of  the  Bahama  Islands. 
The  second  night,  we  lost  the  Hornet  and  Fly.. 

I  arrived  at  the  rendezvous,  in  order  to  w  ait  for  them  fif- 
teen days,  agreeable  to  ordei-s.  1  then  formed  an  expedi- 
tion against  New-Providence,  which  I  put  in  execution  the 
3d  of  March,  by  landing-  two  hundred  marines,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Nicholas,  and  fifty  saiiore,  under  tlie 
command  of  Lieutenant  Weaver,  of  the  Cabot,  who  was 
well  acquainted  there.  The  samt;  day,  tluy  took  posses- 
sion of  a  small  fort  of  seventeen  pieces  of  cannon,  without 
any  opposition,  save  five  guns,  which  were  fired  at  them 
without  doing  any  damage. 

I  received,  that  evening,  an  account  that  they  had  two 
hundred  and  odd  nien  in  the  main  fort,  all  inhabitants.  I 
then  caused  a  manifesto  to  be  publislied,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  that  the  inhabitants  and  their  property  should 
be  safe,  if  they  did  not  opjx)se  me  in  taking  possession  of 
the  fort  and  King's  stores ;  which  had  the  desired  effect, 
for  the  inhabitants  left  the  fort  almost  alone. 

Captain  Nicholas  sent,  by  my  orders,  to  the  Govemour 
for  the  keys  of  the  fort,  which  wen;  delivered,  and  the  troops 
marched  directly  in,  where  we  found  the  several  warlike 
stores,  agreeable  to  the  inventory  enclosed.  But  the  Go- 
vemour sent  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  powder  off, 
in  a  small  sloop,  the  night  before.  I  have  all  the  stores 
on  board  the  fleet,  and  a  large  sloop  that  I  found  diere,  and 
which  I  have  promised  the  owner  to  send  back,  and  pay 
him  hire  for. 

The  Fly  joined  us  at  Providence,  and  gave  an  account 
that  he  got  foul  of  the  Hornet,  and  carried  away  the  boom 
and  head  of  her  mast ;  and  I  hear  since,  she  has  got  into 
some  port  of  South- Carolina. 

I  have  taken  the  Govemour,  Montfort  Browne  ;  the  Lieu- 
tenant-Govemour,  who  is  a  half-pay  ofiicer ;  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Irving,  who  is  a  Counsellor  and  Collector  of  his  Majesty's 
Quit-Rents  in  South- Carolina;  and  it  appears,  by  the  Court 
Calendar,  that  he  is  also  Inspector-General  of  his  Majesty's 
Customs  for  North-America. 

Since  we  came  out,  we  have  lost  company  with  the  Wasp. 
The  4th  instant,  we  fell  in  with,  on  east  end  of  Long- Island, 
and  took  the  schooner  commanded  by  young  Wallace,  of 
six  carriage-guns  and  eight  swivels ;  and  on  the  5th,  took  the 
bomb  brig,  of  eight  guns  and  two  howitzers,  ten  swivels  and 
forty-eight  hands,  well  found  with  all  sorts  of  stores,  arms, 
powder,  &.c.  The  6th,  in  the  morning,  fell  in  with  the 
Glasgow  and  her  tender,  and  engaged  her  near  three  hours. 
We  lost  six  men  killed,  and  many  wounded.  The  Cabot 
had  four  men  killed,  and  seven  wounded ;  the  Captain  is 
among  the  latter.  The  Columbus  had  one  man  who  lost 
his  ami.  We  received  a  considerable  damage  in  our  ship  ; 
but  the  greatest  was  in  having  our  wheel-ropes  and  blocks 
shot  away,  which  gave  the  Glasgow  time  to  make  sail,  which 
1  did  not  think  proper  to  follow,  as  it  would  have  brought 
on  an  action  with  the  whole  of  their  fleet ;  and  as  I  had 
upwai-ds  of  thirty  of  our  best  seamen  on  board  the  prizes, 
and  some  that  were  on  board  had  got  too  much  liquor  out  of 
the  prizes  to  be  fit  for  duty,  thought  it  most  prudent  to  give 
over  the  chase,  and  secure  our  prizes ;  and  got  notiiing  but 
the  Glasgow's  tender,  and  arrived  here  the  7th,  with  all  the 
fleet. 

Amongst  the  dead  are  Mr.  Sinclair  Seymour,  master  of 
die  Cabot,  a  good  officer ;  Lieutenant  Wilson,  of  the  Cabot, 
and  Lieutenant  Fitzpatrick,  of  the  Alfred.  The  oflicers  all 
behaved  well  on  board  \he  Alfred ;  but  too  much  praise  can- 
not be  given  to  the  oflicers  of  the  Cabot,  who  gave  and  sus- 
tained the  whole  fire,  for  some  considerable  time,  within 
pistol-shot. 

I  expect  to  leave  this  place  in  three  or  four  days  ;  and  as 
General  Washington  is  expected  here  eveiy  minute,  if  he 
will  give  me  leave  to  inlist  some  of  his  men,  shall  be  able 
to  get  away  sooner. 


I  hear  that,  since  the  action,  the  fleet  is  gone  from  New- 
port ;  but  whether  they  intend  to  return  again,  I  cannot  tell ; 
but  if  I  can  get  the  fleet  well  manned,  shall  be  able  to  give 
a  more  intelligent  account. 

1  have  now  on  board  eighty  pieces  of  heavy  sail-duck, 
which  Ijiurchased  at  New-Providence,  and  have  drawn  bills 
on  the  Treasurers  for. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

EsECK  Hopkins. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 

Inventory  of  Stores,  ^c,  taken  at  Fort  Montague, 

March  3,  1776. 

17  cannon,  from  9  to  36-pounders ;  1240  round  shot; 

121  shells  ;  81  iron  trucks,  for  carriages ;  22  copper  hoops ; 

2  copper  powder-measures ;    1  worm  ;    1  ladle ;  some  old 

iron,  copper,  and  lead. 

Stores  taken  at  Fort  Nassau,  March  4,  1776. 
71  cannon,  from  9  to  32-poundei-s ;  15  mortars,  from  4 
to  1 1  inches  diameter,  and  beds  for  ditto ;  5337  shells ; 
9831  round,  and  165  chain  and  double-headed  shot ;  140 
hand  grenadoes  ;  816  fuses  or  false  fires  ;  99  sponges,  ram- 
mers, and  worms  ;  46  copper  ladles ;  407  copper  hoops  ;  5 
copper  powder-measures ;  220  iron  trucks,  for  carriages ;  3 
bells ;  24  casks  of  jjowder ;  a  quantity  of  match-rope,  not 
weighed  ;  2  double  blocks,  with  brass  sheafs  ;  1  scale  beam ; 
1  hammer ;  3  tanned  hides ;  2  boxes  of  tallow  candles  ;  4 
barrels  of  bread  ;  4  barrels  of  flour;  4  barrels  of  beef;  part 
of  a  cask  of  spirits ;   1  sun-dial ;  and  1  English  flag. 


admiral    HOPKINS    TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Ship  Alfred,  at  New-London,  April  8,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  an  inventory  of 
stores  taken  out  of  the  two  forts  at  Neiv-Providcnce.  I 
have  also  the  Governour,  a  Counsellor,  (who  is  a  half-pay 
officer,)  and  the  Surveyor-General  of  the  Customs  for  North- 
America,  on  board.  I  shall  be  glad  of  your  directions  how 
to  dispose  of  diem,  as  they  are  gendemen  that  I  think  ought 
to  be  well  treated  as  prisoners. 

I  have  likewise  se^-enty  odd  prisoners,  taken  out  of  the 
bomb  brig,  die  schooner,  and  the  Glasgoiv's  tender,  which 
shall  be  glad  of  your  directions  respecting  them. 

If  you  should  see  General  Washington,  shall  be  glad  to 
get  permission  to  inlist  some  of  his  soldiei-s,  as  I  am  very 
short-handed. 

I  have  a  number  of  heavy  cannon,  taken  out  of  die  forts. 
If  you  should  have  occasion  for  any  of  them,  you  w  ill  please 
give  direcdons  accordingly. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

EsECK  Hopkins. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Govemour  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  at  Lebanon. 


COLONEL    SALTONSTALL   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 
New-London,  April  8,  1776,  two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

May  IT  PLEASE  TOUR  Excellency  :  Commodore  Hoj}- 
kins,  with  the  fleet  and  prizes,  came  this  morning  into  this 
harbour ;  and  waiting  on  him  aboard  the  Alfred,  he  desired 
me  to  write  your  Excellency,  and  ask  the  favour  that  he 
might  inlist,  out  of  your  troops,  one  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  seamen ;  and  if  that  number  of  seamen  is  not 
to  be  had,  complete  the  number  with  landsmen,  to  man  the 
fleet,  as  he  is  badly  manned,  and  has  more  than  fifty  inva- 
lids. 

As  to  the  number  of  ships  in  die  fleet,  and  prizes,  and 
the  late  engagement,  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Excel- 
lency to  the  bearer,  Mr.  James  Price,  who  has  been  on 
board  the  Commodore,  and  can,  viva  voce,  give  you  a  fuller 
account  than  I  can  now  write. 

The  Commodore  has  brought  his  Excellency  Montfort 
Browne,  Esq.,  Governour  of  New-Providcncc,  Gliomas  Ir- 
ving, Esq.,  a  gendeman  of  the  Council  (or  South- Carolina, 
and  Receiver  of  the  King's  Quit-Rents,  and  James  Bab- 
bidge,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  New-Providence,  and  a  half-pay 
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officer,  (who  are  on  their  parole  of  honour  on  shore,)  and 
about  seventy  prisoners. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 


servant. 


G.  Saltonstall. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  you  have  an  inventory  of  stores  taken  at 
New-Providence. 


DANIEL    OF    ST.    THOMAS    JENIFER   TO   THE    PRINTER    OF 
THE    MARYLAND    GAZETTE. 

Mr.  Green:  A  report  having  been  circulated  through 
different  parts  of  this  Province  that  a  letter  of  mine  to 
Hugh  Hamersky,  Esquire,  by  Mr.  Robert  Buchanan,  and 
opened  at  Philadelphia  by  Colonel  McKean,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  that  city,  contained  senti- 
ments different  from  those  I  had  openly  avowed ;  to  re- 
■  move  every  impression  that  such  malicious  reports  may  have 
made,  and  to  prevent  their  further  circulation,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  give  the  enclosed  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to, 
with  the  annexed  certificate,  a  place  in  your  paper,  and 
thereby  oblige  your  humble  servant, 

Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer. 

Annapolis,  April  9,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  my  agency  ac-- 
counts,  from  the  29th  of  September,  1773,  to  the  '29th  of 
September,  1774 ;  also,  second  sets  of  bills  for  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  pounds  fourteen  shillings  and  two 
pence,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  two  shil- 
lings and  nine  pence. 

The  money  that  I  lodged  in  your  hands  must  be  carried 
to  the  Proprietary  accounts.  1  have  charged  him  and  his 
guardians  with  it,  in  consequence  of  my  letter  to  you  on 
that  subject. 

The  official  charge  exhibited  against  me,*  (from  Lord 
Suffolk's  office,  I  presume,)  does  not  deserve  an  answer. 
However,  as  you  seem  to  be  under  an  apprehension  that 
the  Proprietary  interest  may  suffer  from  the  part  I  have  acted, 
you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Govemour  Eden  to  me, 
wherein  you  will  perceivethatsomeofthecharges  are  refuted, 
and  the  others  accounted  for.  You  know  that  I  have  open- 
ly and  avowedly  opposed  the  Pariiamentary  right  of  altering 
charters  and  levying  money  in  America,  without  the  con- 
sent of  its  inhabitants  ;  but  I  have  nevertheless  done  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  prevent  the  dissolution  of  the  old  Go- 
vernment, and  to  keep  things  together  as  much  as  possible, 
hoping  thereby  to  have  been  instrumental  in  bringing  about 
a  reconciliation  ;  but  I  fear  the  Ministry,  by  late  acts  of  Par- 
liament, have  rendered  it  very  difficult  now  to  be  accom- 
plished ;  though  I  confess  that  it  is  so  much  the  interest  of 
both  countries  to  be  united,  that  1  am  not  entirely  destitute 
of  hope  that  it  may  yet  be  brought  about.  If  this  is  not 
effected,  both  countries  will  be  ruined. 

Captain  Squire,  in  the  Otter  sloop,  with  two  tenders, 
lately  invaded  this  Province,  took  several  vessels,  and  burnt 
one  off  this  city.  Our  misfortunes  were  afflicting  enough 
before ;  but  to  add  insult  to  them,  required  great  fortitude  to 
bear. 

I  am,  with  great  truth,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate  friend, 
and  obedient  humble  servant, 

Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer. 

Your  letter  of  the  3d  of  September  was  the  last  that  I 
received  from  you. 

Philadelphia,  May  3,  1776. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Jenifer,  I  went  with  him  to  Mr. 
McKean,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  this 
city,  to  inquire  for  a  packet  directed  to  Hugh  Hamersky, 
Esq.,  Spring-Gardens,  Westminster,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Robert  Buchanan,  which  the  Committee  had  taken  into  their 

•  ABSTHACT    OF    A    LETTER    TROM    H.    nAMERSLET, 

JcLT  30,  1775. — Liltle  would  he  my  pretensions  to  the  friendship  and 
regard  I  profess,  were  I  to  conceal  the  information  given  to  the  guardians, 
not  from  the  Governour  or  his  adherents,  hut  olFicially  here,  "that  you 
are  at  present  one  of  the  warmest  Patriots  in  the  Province ;  that  General 
Lee  (who  is  considered  as  in  actual  rehellion)  was  lodged,  and  lived  with 
you  in  his  late  visit  to  Maryland ;  that  you  voted  for  the  Delegates  to 
the  Congress,  and  went  to  Philadelp/da  to  attend  their  motions."  In 
the  present  critical  situation  o{  Jim  eric  an  charters,  I  wish  you  would 
enable  me  to  refute  the  charge. 


possession  for  inspection.  Mr.  McKean  informed  Mr.  Jenifer 
that  die  packet  was  opened  by  him  in  tiie  presence  of  several 
members  of  the  Committee,  in  which  was  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Hamersley ;  that  he  read  said  letter,  and  then  sealed  it  with 
his  own  seal,  and  that  no  other  person  read  the  said  letter. 
Mr.  Jenifer  then  said  that  he  would  have  written  a  line  on 
the  back  of  the  packet,  directing  it  to  be  sealed  again  and 
forwarded,  if  he  had  expected  that  it  would  have  been  open- 
ed, as  it  contained  nothing  that  could  give  offence.  Upon 
which  Mr.  McKean  assured  Mr.  Jenifer,  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  letter  that  would  not  do  him  honour  any- 
where. 

At  Mr.  Jenifer's  request,  I  opened  the  alwve-raentioned 
packet  and  letter  to  Mr.  Hamersley,  and  certify  diat  the 
above  is  a  true  copy,  taken  by  me. 

John  Cadwallader. 


sajiuel  purviance,  jun.,  to  president  of  congress. 

Baltimore,  April  9,  1776. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  General  Lee,  I  directed  a  friend 
at  Fredericlctoum  to  supply  any  money  which  might  be 
wanted  by  Captain  Grier,  commander  of  a  detachment  be- 
longing to  the  General,  on  their  march  to  Virginia,  which 
money  he  told  me  the  Congress  would  reimburse.  My 
friend  Colonel  Beatty  supplied  Captain  Grier  with  fifty 
pounds,  pursuant  to  my  order,  the  receipt  for  which  I  have 
enclosed  to  my  friend  Mr.  Daniel  Stuart,  who  is  concerned 
with  me  in  the  superintendence  of  the  frigate  building  here, 
and  I  have  directed  him  to  call  on  you  for  ordei-s  where  to 
receive  the  money. 

I  am  informed  that  Captain  Grier's  Company  being 
seized  by  the  small-pox,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  about  fifty 
of  them  at  Yorktoivn  to  be  inoculated.  I  shall  direct  a 
friend  there  to  supply  anything  they  want,  unless  some  other 
provision  is  made  for  the  purpose  ;  and  shall  be  glad  to  know 
where  I  may  apply  for  reimbursement,  without  giving  you 
unnecessary  trouble. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 
Samuel  Purviance,  Jun. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


GERARD    HOPKINS    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  April  9,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  You  desired  I  would  inform  you  how  the 
forty-three  barrels  of  powder  came  to  the  possession  of  Mr. 
McLure,  and  whether  the  powder  which  came  from  Phila- 
delphia was  imported  or  manufactured  in  Pennsylvania.  I 
am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  render  you  a  proper 
account.  The  powder  received  from  Mr.  McLure  is,  from 
the  best  information  I  can  get,  thirty-four  barrels — came 
from  Philadelphia,  which  was  imported.  The  remainder 
of  the  forty-three  was  bought  here  by  the  Committee,  and 
now  for  the  Province.  The  other  seventy  barrels  came 
from  Philadelphia,  widiout  any  account  therewith  ;  and  I 
cannot  get  any  information  from  the  Committee  here.  The 
people  who  brought  it  could  not  give  any  account,  only  that 
it  was  put  in  their  care  from  Bushtown.  Captain  Tibbet ' 
was  here  a  few  days  ago,  and  he  informed  me  eighteen  and 
a  half  barrels  of  the  seventy  were  some  he  brought ;  and 
he  further  said  the  other  was  imported. 

I  have  received  some  osnaburgh  and  hessing  rolls,  from 
Lux  Sf  Bowly,  and  also  twelve  large  rolls  of  lead. 

I  informed  the  Council  of  the  quality  of  the  powder.  I 
also  informed  them  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  pieces 
hessing,  instead  of  one  hundred  and  forty-nine.  I  note  what 
you  say  in  regard  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant. 

Gerard  Hopkins. 
To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


THOMAS    smith    to    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Chestertown,  April  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Captain  Veazey,  as  well  as  some  other  of 
the  independent  Captains  on  this  shore,  are  very  uneasy  that 
they  are  not  yet  furnished  with  any  arms  or  ammunition, 
more  especially  as  they  understand  the  troops  on  the  West- 
ern-Shore are  generally   well   armed,   and  provided  with 
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clothes.  I  am  surprised  that  the  anns,  &tc.,  which  the  Coun- 
cil detennined  before  I  left  tliem  to  order  from  Baltimore  to 
this  place,  for  the  use  of  the  Eastern-Shore,  are  not  yet  ar- 
rived. I  am  fearful  some  accident  has  happened  to  them. 
I  have  been  told  that  the  Militia  on  this  siiore  begin  to  be 
dissatisfied  that  they  have  not  some  projwrtion  of  ammuni- 
tion sent  them.  I  hope  there  is  some  on  its  way  before 
now. 

Since  my  return  home,  I  have  purchased  of  the  gunsmith 
in  this  town  ten  rifles,  at  five  jMunds  each,  which  will  be 
ready  to  be  delivered  in  two  or  three  days,  and  ten  more 
may  be  had  in  about  two  weeks  more.  I  have  also  bought 
eighty  pair  of  shoes  for  the  troops,  at  seven  shillings  and  nine 
pence  per  pair ;  and  if  the  Council  would  have  me  to  con- 
tract for  the  two  hundred  pair  which  was  talked  about,  I  can 
do  it  at  ten  shillings,  and  not  under — of  this  they  will  please 
to  write  me.  Captain  Veazey  has  bought  as  much  cloth  in 
the  County  as  will  make  eighty  suits,  and  hopes  to  get  as 
much  more  as  will  clothe  his  whole  company.  If  the  Coun- 
cil should  not  have  procured  blankets  enough  for  the  troops, 
some  may  be  had  in  this  County.  Mr.  Cummings  has  not 
yet  sent  an  ounce  of  provision  for  the  company  quartered  at 
this  place,  notwithstanding  his  promises. 

I  propose  joining  the  Council  the  last  of  next  week,  and 
hope  my  attendance  will  not  be  wanted  before  ;  if  it  should, 
they  will  please  write  to  me.  My  long  absence  from  home 
makes  my  stay  in  the  County  for  some  time  very  necessary ; 
but  if  the  publick  business  calls,  I  will  obey  ;  and  am,  gen- 
tlemen, with  the  greatest  regard  and  respect,  your  most  hum- 


ble servant, 


Thomas  Smith. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


CAPTAIN    SAMUEL    SMITH    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF 
SAFETY. 
,  Baltimore  Town,  April  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Since  my  return  I  have  made  inquiry,  and 
found  a  person  a  professed  stocker  of  guns,  who  will  imme- 
diately finish  your  number  of  guns  at  fifteen  shillings  each  ; 
it  is  the  customary  price.  The  gunsmiths,  as  yet,  do  very 
little  work,  and  I  see  no  probability  of  my  company  being 
armed  by  them  these  three  months.  I  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  you  will  permit  me  to  fit  the  Province  arms  I  now  have. 
I  shall  not  want  more  than  fifteen  or  sixteen. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

Samuel  Smith. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   WU,LIAM    LUX. 
[No.  1 10.]  Annapolis,  April  9, 1776. 

Sir  :  Be  pleased  to  send  us  immediately,  in  Captain  Ni- 
cholson's small  tender,  all  the  spare  blankets,  and  two-third 
parts  of  the  linens  imported  in  the  Wild-Duck,  Captain 
Tibbet.  Show  this  to  Captain  Nicholson,  and  he  will  in 
consequence  of  it  despatch  his  tender  with  them. 

We  are,  &tc. 
To  Mr.  William  Iaix,  Baltimore. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   THE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY    OF    VIRGINIA. 
[No.  111.]  Annapolis,  seven  o'clock,  April  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  have,  agreeable  to  the  request  in  yours 
of  the  4th  instant,  forwarded  the  jiacket  received  by  Sa- 
muel Solomon,  to  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  by  an  ex- 
press.    We  are,  &.c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    DELEGATES    IN    CON- 
GRESS. 
[No.  1 12.]  Annapolis,  April  9,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  this  moment  received  the  enclosed, 
which  we  have  forwarded  by  express.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  acknowledge  the  time  that  it  is  delivered,  and  oblige,  gen- 
tlemen, your,  &.C. 

To  the  Delegates  of  Maryland,  in  Congress. 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  9,  1776. 
Gentlemen:  The  bearer  (Thomas  Rhoads)  is  hired  on 
purpose  to  carry  our  paper  (fifty-one  reams)  to  Annapolis, 
for  which  we  have  advanced  part  of  the  price,  and  are  to 
pay  the  rest  on  his  return.  We  chose  to  send  the  paper 
by  land  at  once,  to  avoid  all  hazard,  and  prevent  every 
disappointment.  The  plates  are  not  yet  done.  Mr.  Rit- 
tenhouse  now  promises  they  shall  be  done  by  next  Saturday ; 
and  as  the  Assembly  is  adjourned,  we  hope  he  will  fulfil  his 
promise.  They  shall  be  foiwarded  by  the  post,  or  some 
safe  hand,  as  soon  as  done. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Thomas  Johnson,  Jun., 
T.  Stone, 
R.  Alexander. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

PHILADELPHIA    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation,  April  9,  1776. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress  did  lately  resolve, 
"  That  if  any  person  shall  be  so  lost  to  all  virtue  and  re- 
gard for  this  country,  as  to  refuse  the  Bills  of  Credit  emit- 
ted by  the  authority  of  Congress,  or  should  obstruct  or  dis- 
courage the  currency  thereof,  and  be  convicted  by  the 
Conunittee  of  the  City,  County,  or  District,  where  he  should 
reside,  such  person  should  be  deemed,  published,  and  treated 
as  an  enemy  of  this  country',  and  be  precluded  from  all 
trade  or  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies :" 

And  whereas,  Toivnsend  Speakman,  Druggist,  of  this  city, 
being  charged  with  a  breach  of  this  resolve,  in  refusing  to 
receive  the  above  Bills  of  Credit  in  payment,  appeared  be- 
fore the  Committee  for  the  City  and  Liberties,  acknowledged 
the  truth  of  the  charge,  and  alleged,  in  his  defence,  scruples 
of  conscience  thereupon,  as  being  money  emitted  for  the 
purpose  of  war: 

The  Committee,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  them, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  charge  and  defence,  and  were  of 
opinion,  that  if  such  allegation  was  true,  yet,  as  the  Con- 
gress have  made  no  exception,  and  as  such  conduct  tends  to 
subvert  the  most  essential  rights  and  liberties  of  their  fellow- 
citizens,  and,  by  destroying  the  means  of  defence,  to  expose 
their  lives  and  properties  to  unavoidable  ruin,  it  ought  not  to 
be  admitted.  But  it  appears  by  his  own  acknowledgment, 
that  he  has  heretofore  received,  and  does  continue  to  receive, 
Bills  of  Credit  emitted  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Pro- 
vinces, though  frequently  issued  for  the  purpose  of  war ; 
therefore,  such  objection  is  not  well  founded,  nor  the  present 
pretence  consistent  with  his  former  conduct.  This  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  (the  party  having  declared  he  did  not  mean 
to  appeal  to  any  other  Board,)  do  unanimously  hold  up  to 
the  world  the  said  Townsend  Speakman  as  an  enemy  to  his 
countr)',  and  precluded  from  all  trade  or  intercoui-se  with  the 
inhabitants  of  these  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

J.  B.  Smith,  Secretary. 

LETTER    II. ^TO    CATO. 

Philadelphia,  April  9,  1776. 

Before  I  enter  on  the  more  immediate  purpose  of  this 
letter,  I  think  it  necessary,  once  for  all,  to  endeavour  to 
settle,  as  clearly  as  I  can,  the  following  point,  viz:  How 
far  personality  is  concerned  in  any  political  debate.  The 
general  maxim  is,  that  measures,  and  not  men,  is  the  thing 
in  question  ;  and  the  maxim  is  undeniably  just  when  rightly 
understood.  Cato,  as  a  refuge  for  himself,  hath  quoted  the 
author  of  Common  Sense,  who,  in  his  preface,  says :  "  That 
the  object  for  attention  is  the  doctrine  itself,  not  the  man ;" 
that  is,  not  the  rank  or  condition  of  the  man  ;  for  whether 
he  is  with  those  whose  fortune  is  already  made,  or  with 
those  whose  fortune  is  yet  to  make,  or  among  those  who 
seldom  think  or  care  whether  they  make  any,  is  a  matter 
wholly  out  of  the  question,  and  entirely  confined  to  himself. 
But  tlie  political  characters,  political  dependencies,  and  po- 
litical connections  of  men,  being  of  a  publick  nature,  differ 
exceedingly  from  the  circumstances  of  private  life ;  and  they 
are,  in  many  instances,  so  nearly  related  to  the  measures 
they  propose,  that,  to  prevent  our  being  deceived  by  the 
last,  we  must  be  acquamted  with  the  first.     A  total  igno- 
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ranee  of  men  lays  us  under  tlie  danger  of  mistaking  plausi- 
bility for  principle.  Could  the  wolf  bleat  like  the  lamb,  the 
stock  would  soon  be  enticed  into  ruin  ;  wherefore,  to  prevent 
the  mischief,  he  ought  to  be  seen  as  well  as  heard.  There 
never  was,  nor  ever  will  be,  nor  ever  ought  to  be,  any 
important  political  debate  caiTied  on,  in  which  a  total  sepa- 
ration, in  all  cases,  between  men  and  measures,  could  be 
admitted  with  sufficient  safety.  When  hypocrisy  shall  be 
banished  from  the  earth,  the  knowledge  of  men  will  be  un- 
necessary, because  their  measures  cannot  then  be  fraudu- 
lent ;  but  until  that  time  comes,  (which  never  will  come,) 
they  ought,  under  proper  limitations,  to  go  together.  We 
have  already  too  much  secrecy  in  some  things,  and  too  little 
in  others.  Were  men  more  known,  and  measures  more 
concealed,  we  should  have  fewer  hypocrites,  and  more 
security. 

As  the  chief  design  of  these  letters  is  to  detect  and  ex- 
pose the  falsehoods  and  fallacious  reasonings  of  Cato,  he 
must  not  expect,  when  detected,  to  be  treated  like  one  who 
had  debated  fairly ;  for  I  will  be  bold  to  say,  and  to  prove, 
that  a  grosser  violation  of  truth  and  reason  scarcely  ever 
came  from  the  pen  of  a  writer ;  and  the  explanations  which 
he  hath  endeavoured  to  impose  on  the  passages  which  he 
hath  quoted  from  Common  Sense,  are  such  as  never  existed 
in  the  mind  of  the  author  ;  nor  can  they  be  drawn  from  the 
words  themselves.  Neither  must  Cato  expect  to  be  spared 
where  his  carelessness  of  expression,  and  visible  want  of 
compassion  and  sentiment,  shall  give  occasion  to  raise  any 
moral  or  philosophical  reflection  thereon.  These  things 
being  premised,  I  now  proceed  to  review  the  latter  part  of 
Cato's  second  letter. 

In  this  place,  Cato  begins  his  first  attack  on  Common 
Sense ;  but  as  he  only  discovers  his  ill-will,  and  neither 
offers  any  arguments  against  it,  nor  makes  any  quotation 
fixjin  it,  I  should,  in  this  place,  pass  him  by,  were  it  not  for 
the  following  strange  assertion :  "  If  little  notice,"  says  Cato, 
(little  opposition  he  means)  "  has  yet  been  taken  of  the  pub- 
lications concerning  Independence,  it  is  neither  owing  to  the 
popularity  of  the  doctrine,  the  unanswerable  nature  of  the 
arguments,  nor  the  fear  of  opposing  them,  as  the  vanity  of 
the  author  would  suggest."  As  Cato  hath  given  us  the 
negative  reasons,  he  ought  to  have  given  us  the  real  ones ; 
for  as  he  positively  tells  what  it  was  not  owing  to,  he 
undoubtedly  knows  what  it  was  owing  to,  that  he  delayed 
his  answers  so  long  ;  but  instead  of  telling  us  that,  (which, 
perhaps,  is  not  proper  to  be  told,)  he  flies  from  the  argu- 
ment with  the  following  plump  declaration  :  "  Nine-tenths 
of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  (says  he)  yet  abhor  the  doc- 
trine." But  stop,  Cato .'  Not  quite  so  fast,  frisnd.  If  this 
be  true,  how  came  they,  so  late  as  the  2d  oi  March  last,  to 
elect,  for  a  Burgess  of  this  city,  a  gentleman  of  known  inde- 
pendent principles,  and  one  of  the  very  few  to  whom  the 
author  of  Common  Sense  showed  some  part  thereof  while 
in  manuscript  ?  Cato  is  just  as  unfortunate  in  the  following 
paragraph :  "  Those,"  says  he,  "  who  made  the  appeal, 
(that  is,  published  the  pamphlet,)  have  but  little  cause  to 
triumph  in  its  success.  Of  this  they  seem  sensible,  and,  like 
true  quacks,  are  constantly  pestering  us  with  additional  doses, 
till  the  stomachs  of  their  patients  begin  wholly  to  revolt." 
It  is  Caters  hard  fate  to  be  always  detected ;  for  perhaps 
there  never  was  a  pamphlet,  since  the  use  of  letters  was 
known,  about  which  so  little  pains  were  taken,  and  of  which 
so  great  a  number  went  off"  in  so  short  a  time — I  am  certain 
that  I  am  within  compass  when  I  say  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand.  The  book  was  turned  upon  the  world 
like  an  orphan,  to  shift  for  itself.  No  plan  was  formed  to 
support  it ;  neither  hath  the  author  ever  published  a  syllable 
on  the  subject  from  that  time  till  after  the  appearance  of 
Cato's  fourth  letter.  Wherefore,  what  Cato  says  of  addi- 
tional doses  administered  by  the  author,  is  an  absolute  falsity. 
Besides  which,  it  comes  with  an  ill-grace  from  one  who  fre- 
quently publishes  two  lettere  in  a  week,  and  often  puts  them 
both  into  one  paper.  Cato  here,  Cato  there,  look  where 
you  will. 

At  the  distance  of  a  few  lines  from  the  above  quotations, 
Cato  presents  us  with  a  retrospective  view  of  our  former 
state,  in  which,  says  he,  "  we  considered  our  connection 
with  Great  Britain  as  our  chief  happiness.  Wc  flourished, 
grew  rich  and  populous  to  a  degree  not  to  be  paralleled  in 
history."  This  assertion  is  truly  of  the  legerdemain  kind, 
appearmg,  at  once,  both  right  and  wrong.     All  writers  on 


Cato's  side  have  used  the  same  argument,  and  conceived 
themselves  invincible.  Nevertheless,  a  single  expression, 
properiy  placed,  dissolves  the  charm,  for  the  cheat  lies  in 
putting  the  consequence  for  the  cause ;  for  had  we  not  flour- 
ished, the  connection  had  never  existed,  or  never  been  re- 
garded :  and  this  is  fully  proved  by  the  neglect  shown  to 
the  first  settlei-s,  who  had  every  difficulty  to  struggle  with, 
unnoticed  and  unassisted  by  the  Bntish  Court. 

Cato  proceeds  very  industriously  to  suiYi  up  the  former 
declarations  of  Congress  and  other  publick  bodies,  (some  of 
which  were  made  upwards  of  a  year  ago,)  to  prove  that  the 
doctrine  of  Independence  hath  no  sanction  from  them.  To 
this  I  shall  give  Cato  one  general  answer,  which  is,  that, 
had  he  produced  a  thousand  more  such  authorities,  they 
would  now  amount  to  nothing.  They  are  out  of  date. 
Times  and  tilings  are  altered.  The  true'  character  of  the 
King  was  but  little  known  among  the  body  of  the  people  a 
year  ago  ;  willing  to  believe  him  good,  they  fondly  called 
him  so,  but  have  since  found  that  Cato's  Royal  Sovereign 
is  a  Royal  Savage. 

Cato  hath  introduced  the  above-mentioned  long  quotation 
of  authorities  against  Independency  with  the  following  cu- 
rious preface :  "  Nor  have  many  weeks  (says  he)  yet  elapsed 
since  the  first  open  proposition  for  Independence  was  pub- 
lished to  the  world.  By  what  men  of  consequence  this 
scheme  is  supported,  or  whether  by  any,  may  possibly  be 
the  subject  of  future  inquiry.  Certainly  it  hath  no  counte- 
nance from  the  Congress,  to  whose  sentiments  we  look  up 
with  reverence.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  directly  repugnant 
to  every  declaration  of  that  respectable  body."  Now,  Cato, 
thou  hast  nailed  thyself  with  a  witness !  Directly  repug- 
nant to  every  declaration  of  that  respectable  body !  Mind 
that,  Cato,  and  mark  what  follows.  It  appears,  by  an  ex- 
tract from  the  resolves  of  the  Congress,  printed  in  the  front 
of  the  Oration  delivered  by  Dr.  Smith  in  honour  of  that 
brave  man,  General  Montgomery,  that  he  (the  Doctor)  was 
appointed  by  that  honourable  body  to  compose  and  deliver 
the  same,  in  the  execution  of  which,  the  Orator  exclaimed 
loudly  against  the  doctrine  of  Independence ;  but  when  a 
motion  was  afterwards  made  in  Congress  (according  to  for- 
mer usage)  to  return  the  Orator  thanks,  and  request  a  copy 
for  the  press,  the  motion  was  rejected  from  every  part  of  the 
House,  and  thrown  out  without  a  division. 

I  now  proceed  to  Cato's  third  letter,  in  the  opening  of 
which  he  deserts  the  subject  of  Independence,  and  renews 
his  attack  on  the  Committee.  Cato's  manner  of  writing 
has  as  much  order  in  it  as  the  motion  of  a  squirrel.  He 
frequently  writes  as  if  he  knew  not  what  to  write  next,  just 
as  the  other ;  and  jumps  about  only  because  he  cannot 
stand  still.  Though  I  am  sometimes  angry  with  him  for 
his  unprincipled  method  of  writing  and  reasoning,  I  can- 
not help  laughing  at  him,  at  other  times,  for  his  want  of  inge- 
nuity— an  instance  of  which  he  gives  us  in  kindly  warning 
us  against  "  the  foul  pages  of  interested  writers,  and  stran- 
gers intermeddling  in  our  affairs."  Were  I  to  reply  seriously, 
my  answer  would  be  this :  Thou  seemest,  then,  ignorant, 
Cato,  of  that  ancient  and  numerous  order  which  are  related 
to  each  other  in  all  and  every  part  of  the  globe — with  whom 
the  kindred  is  not  formed  by  place  or  accident,  but  in  prin- 
ciple and  sentiment.  A  freeman,  Cato,  is  a  stranger  no- 
where ;  a  slave,  everywhere.  But  were  I  disposed  to  answer 
merrily,  I  should  tell  him  that,  as  his  notions  of  friendship 
were  so  very  narrow  and  local,  he  obliges  me  to  understand 
that,  when  he  addresses  die  people  with  the  tender  title  of 
"My  dear  Countiymen,"  (which  frequently  occui-s  in  his 
lettei-s,)  he  particularly  means  the  long  list  of  Macks  pub- 
lished in  Donald  MacDonald's  commission. 

In  this  letter  Cato  recommends  the  pamphlet  called  Plain 
Truth — a  performance  which  hath  withered  away  like  a 
sickly,  unnoticed  weed,  and  which  even  its  advocates  are 
displeased  at,  and  the  author  ashamed  to  own.  About  the 
middle  of  this  third  letter  Cato  gives  notice  of  his  being 
ready  to  take  the  field  :  "  I  now  proceed  (says  he)  to  give 
my  reasons."  How  Cato  hath  managed  the  attack,  we  are 
now  to  examine ;  and  the  first  remark  I  shall  offer  on  his 
conduct,  is,  that  he  has  most  unluckily  entered  the  list  on 
the  wrong  side,  and  discharged  his  first  fire  among  the  Tories. 
In  order  to  prove  this,  I  shall  give  the  pai-agraph  entire. 
"  Agriculture  and  commerce  (says  Cato)  have  hitherto  been 
the  happy  employments  by  which  these  Middle  Colonies 
have  risen  into  wealth  and  importance.     By  them  the  face 
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of  the  coiintrj'  has  been  changed  from  a  barren  wilderness 
into  the  iiospitable  abodes  of  peace  and  plenty.  Without 
them  we  had  either  never  existed  as  Americans,  or  existed 
only  as  savages ;  the  oaks  would  still  have  possessed  their 
native  spots  of  eartii,  and  never  have  appeared  in  tlie  form 
of  ships  and  houses.  What  are  now  well-cultivated  fields, 
or  flourishing  cities,  would  have  remained  only  the  solitary 
haunts  of  wild  beasts,  or  of  men  equally  wild."  The  rea- 
der cannot  help  perceiving  that,  through  this  whole  para- 
graph, our  connection  with  Britain  is  left  entinily  out  of  the 
question,  and  our  present  greatness  attributed  to  internal 
causes — agriculture  and  commerce.  This  is  a  strange  way, 
Cato,  of  overturning  Common  Sense,  which  says :  "  I  chal- 
lenge the  warmest  advocate  for  reconciliation  to  show  a 
single  advantage  which  this  Continent  can  reap  by  being 
connected  with  Great  Britain.  1  repeat  (says  he)  the 
challenge.  Not  a  single  advantage  is  derived.  Our  corn 
will  fetch  its  price  in  any  market  in  Europe,  and  our  im- 
ported goods  must  be  paid  for,  buy  them  where  we  will." 
Cato  introduces  his  next  paragraph  with  saying,  "  That 
much  of  our  former  felicity  was  owing  to  the  protection  of 
Eni^land,  is  not  to  be  denied."  Yes,  Cato,  I  deny  it  wholly, 
and  for  the  following  clear  and  simple  reasons,  viz :  that  our 
being  connected  with,  and  submitting  to  be  protected  by 
her,  made,  and  will  still  make,  all  her  enemies  our  enemies  ; 
or,  as  Common  Sense  says,  sets  us  at  variance  with  nations 
who  would  otherwise  seek  our  friendship,  and  against  whom 
we  have  neither  anger  nor  complaint. 

The  following  passage  is  so  glaringly  absurd,  that  I  shall 
make  but  a  short  comment  upon  it :  "  And  if,  hereafter, 
(says  Cato,)  in  the  fulness  of  time,  it  shall  be  necessary  to 
separate  from  the  land  tliat  gave  birth  to  (some  of)  our  an- 
cestors, it  will  be  in  a  state  of  perfect  manhood,  when  we 
can  fully  wield  our  own  arms,  and  protect  our  commerce 
and  coasts  by  our  own  fleets."  But  how  are  we  to  come 
by  fleets,  Cato,  while  Britain  hath  the  government  of  the 
Continent  ?  unless  we  are  to  suppose — as  you  have  hinted 
in  the  former  paragraph — ^that  our  oaks  are  to  grow  into 
ships,  and  to  be  launched,  self-built,  from  their  "  native  spots 
of  earth."  It  is  Cato's  misfortune,  as  a  writer,  not  to  dis- 
tinguish justly  between  magick  and  imagination  ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  there  are  many  passages  in  his  lettere  so  se- 
riously and  deliberately  false,  that  nothing  but  the  most  har- 
dened effrontery,  and  a  cast  of  mind  bordering  upon  impiety, 
would  have  uttered.  He  frequently  forces  me  out  of  the 
common  track  of  civil  language,  in  order  to  do  him  justice  ; 
moderation  and  temper  being  really  unequal  to  the  task  of 
exposing  him. 

Cato,  unless  he  meant  to  destroy  the  ground  he  stood 
upon,  ought  not  to  have  let  the  following  paragraph  be 
seen :  "  If  our  present  difference  (says  he)  can  be  accom- 
modated, there  is  scarce  a  probability  that  Britain  will  ever 
renew  her  late  fatal  system  of  policy,  or  attempt  again  to 
employ  force  against  us."  How  came  Cato  to  admit  the 
probability  of  our  being  brought  again  into  the  same  bloody 
and  expensive  situation  ?  But  it  is  worth  remarking,  that 
those  who  write  without  principle,  cannot  help  sometimes 
blundering  upon  truth.  Then  there  is  no  real  security, 
Cato,  m  this  reconciliation  of  yours  on  constitutional  prin- 
ciples ?  It  still  amounts  to  nothing  ;  and,  after  all  this  ex- 
pense of  life  and  wealth,  we  are  to  rest  at  last  upon  hope, 
hazard,  and  uncertainty.  Why,  then,  by  all  that  is  sacred, 
"  it  is  time  to  part." 

But  Cato,  after  admitting  the  probability  of  our  being 
brought  again  into  the  same  situation,  proceeds  to  tell  us 
how  we  are  to  conduct  ourselves  in  the  second  quarrel — and 
that  is,  by  the  very  same  method  we  have  done  the  present 
one,  viz :  to  expend  millions  of  treasure,  and  thousands  of 
lives,  in  order  to  patch  up  a  second  reunion,  that  the  way 
may  be  open  for  a  third  quarrel ;  and  in  this  endless  and 
chequered  roiuid  of  blood  and  treacherous  peace  hath  Cato 
disposed  of  the  Continent  oi  America.  That  I  may  not  be 
thought  to  do  Cato  injustice,  1  have  quoted  the  whole  pas- 
sage :  "  But  should  Britain  be  so  infatuated  (says  he)  at 
any  future  period  as  to  think  of  subjugating  us,  either  by  the 
arts  of  corniption,  or  oppressive  exertions  of  power,  can  we 
entertain  a  doubt  but  we  shall  again,  with  a  virtue  equal  to 
the  present,  and  with  the  weapons  of  defence  in  our  hands, 
when  necessary,  convince  her  that  we  are  willing,  by  a  con- 
stitutional connection  with  her,  to  afford  and  receive  reci- 
procal benefits ;  but  although  subjects  of  the  same  King,  we 


will  not  consent  to  be  her  slaves."  Come  hither,  ye  little 
ones,  whom  the  poisonous  hand  of  Cato  is  rearing  for  de- 
struction, and  remember  the  page  that  warns  ye  of  your 
ruin ! 

Cato,  in  many  of  his  expressions,  discovers  all  that  calm 
command  over  the  passions  and  feelings  which  always  dis- 
tinguishes the  man  who  hath  expelled  them  from  his  heart. 
Of  this  careless  kind  is  the  before-mentioned  phrase.  "  Our 
present  differences,"  and  the  same  unpardonable  negligence 
is  conveyed  in  the  following  one:  "Although  I  consider  her 
(says  he)  as  having,  in  her  late  conduct  towards  us,  acted 
the  part  of  a  ciuel  step-dame."'  Wonderful  sensibility,  in- 
deed !  All  the  havock  and  desolation  of  unnatural  war ;  the 
destruction  of  thousands ;  the  burning  and  depopulating  of 
tow'ns  and  cities;  the  ruin  and  separation  of  friends  and 
families,  are  just  sufficient  to  extort  from  Cato  this  one  cal- 
lous confession.  But  the  cold  and  creeping  soul  of  Cato  is 
a  stranger  to  the  manly  jwwei-s  of  sympathetick  sorrow.  He 
moves  not,  nor  can  he  move,  in  so  pure  an  element.  Ac- 
custon)ed  to  lick  the  hand  that  hath  made  him  \  isible,  and 
to  breatlie  the  gross  atmosphere  of  servile  and  sordid  de- 
pendance,  his  soul  would  now  starve  on  virtue,  and  sufibcate 
in  the  clear  region  of  disinterested  friendship. 

Surely,  when  Cato  sat  down  to  write  he  either  did  not 
.  expect  to  be  called  to  an  account,  or  was  totally  regardless 
of  reputation  ;  othei-wise,  he  would  not  have  endeavoured  to 
pei-suade  the  publick  that  the  doctrine  of  Independence  was 
broached,  in  a  kind  of  seditious  manner,  at  a  time  "  when 
(says  he)  some  gleams  of  reconciliation  began  first  to  break 
in  upon  us."  Come  forth,  Cato,  and  prove  the  assertion. 
Where  do  these  gleams  of  reconciliation  spring  from  ?  Are 
they  to  be  found  in  the  King's  Speech  ? — in  the  Address  of 
either  House  of  Parliament  ? — or  in  the  Act  which  lets  loose 
a  whole  kennel  of  pirates  upon  our  property,  and  commis- 
sions another  set  to  insult,  with  pardons,  the  very  men  whom 
their  own  measures  had  sought  to  ruin  ?  Either  prove  the 
assertion,  Cato,  or  take  the  reward  of  it ;  for  it  is  the  part  of 
an  incendiary  to  endeavour,  with  specious  falsehoods,  to 
mislead  the  credulity  of  unwary  readers.  Cato  likewise 
says :  "  That,  while  we  continue  united,  and  renounce  all 
thoughts  of  Independence,  we  have  the  utmost  assurance  of 
obtaining  a  full  redress  of  our  grievances,  and  an  ample 
security  against  any  future  violation  of  our  just  rights."  If 
Cato  means  to  insinuate  that  we  have  received  such  an 
assurance,  let  him  read  the  conclusion  of  the  preceding 
paragraph  again.     The  same  answer  will  serve  for  both. 

Perhaps,  when  we  recollect  the  long  and  unabated  cruelty 
of  the  British  Court  towards  us,  and  remember  the  many 
prayers  which  we  have  put  up,  both  to  them  and  for  them, 
the  following  piece  of  declamation  of  Cato  can  hardly 
be  equalled,  either  for  absurdity  or  insanity:  "If  we  now 
affect  Independence,  (says  he,)  we  must  be  considered  as  a 
faitldess  people  in  the  sight  of  all  mankind,  and  could 
scarcely  expect  the  confidence  of  any  nation  upon  earth, 
or  look  up  to  Heaven  for  its  approving  sentence."  Art 
tliou  mad,  Cato,  or  art  thou  foolish  ?  or  art  thou  both  ?  or 
art  thou  worse  than  both  ?  In  this  passage,  thou  hast  fairly 
gone  beyond  me.  1  have  not  language  to  bring  thee  back. 
Thou  art  safely  intrenched,  indeed !  Rest,  therefore,  in 
thy  stronghold  till  he  who  fortified  thee  in  it  shall  come 
and  fetch  thee  out. 

Cato  seems  to  be  possessed  of  that  Jesuitical  cunning 
which  always  endea\ours  to  disgrace  what  it  cannot  dis- 
prove ;  and  this  he  sometimes  effects  by  unfairly  introducing 
our  terms  into  his  arguments,  and  thereby  begets  a  mon- 
ster, wiiich  he  sends  round  the  country  lor  a  show,  and  tells 
the  good  people  that  the  name  of  it  is  Independence.  Of  tliis 
character  are  several  passages  in  his  fourth  and  fifth  letters, 
particularly  where  he  quotes  the  term  "  foreign  assistance," 
which  he  ungenerously  explains  into  a  surrender  of  the 
Continent  to  France  and  Spain.  Such  an  unfair  and  so- 
phistical reasoner  doth  not  deserve  the  civility  of  good  man- 
nei-s.  He  creates,  likewise,  the  same  confusion  by  frequently 
using  the  word  peace  for  union,  and  thereby  charges  us 
falsely  by  representing  us  as  being  determined  to  "  reject 
all  propositions  of  peace."  Whereas  our  wish  is  peace,  but 
not  reunion  ;  and  though  we  would  gladly  listen  to  the  for- 
mer, we  are  determined  to  resist  every  proposal  for  the  lat- 
ter, come  from  where  it  will ;  being  fully  pei-suaded  that,  in 
the  present  state  of  affairs,  separation  of  Governments  is  the 
only  and  best  thing  that  can  be  done  for  both  countries. 
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The  following  case  is  unjustly  put :  "  There  never  was 
a  war  (says  Cato)  so  implacable,  even  among  States  natu- 
rally rivals  and  enemies,  or  among  Savages  themselves,  as 
not  to  have  peace  for  its  object  as  well  as  end."  But  was 
there  ever  a  war,  Cato,  which  had  union  for  its  object  ? 
No.  What  Cato  means  by  States  naturally  rivals  and  ene- 
mies, I  shall  not  inquire  into ;  but  this  I  know,  (for  myself 
at  least,)  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  France  or  Spain, 
or  all  the  other  powers  in  Europe,  to  have  given  such  a 
wound,  or  rais(3d  up  such  a  mortal  hatred,  as  Britain  hath 
done.  We  feel  the  same  kind  of  undescribed  anger  at  her 
conduct  as  we  would  at  the  sight  of  an  animal  devouring 
its  young ;  and  this  particular  species  of  anger  is  not  gene- 
rated in  the  transitory  temper  of  the  man,  but  in  the  chaste, 
undefiled  womb  of  nature. 

Cato,  towards  the  conclusion  of  his  third  letter,  (at  which 
place  I  shall  leave  him  for  the  present,)  compares  the  state 
of  Britain  and  America  to  the  quarrels  of  lovers,  and  from 
thence  infers  a  probability  that  our  affections  will  be  re- 
newed thereby.  This  I  cannot  help  looking  on  as  one  of 
the  most  unnatural  and  distorted  similes  that  can  be  drawn. 
Come  hither,  ye  that  are  lovers,  or  ye  that  have  been 
lovers,  and  decide  the  controversy  between  us !  What  com- 
parison is  there  between  the  soft  murmurs  of  a  heart  mourn- 
ing in  secret  and  the  loud  horrors  of  war — between  the 
silent  tears  of  pensive  sorrow  and  rivers  of  wasted  blood — 
between  the  sweet  strife  of  affection  and  the  bitter  strife  of 
death — between  the  curable  calamities  of  pettish  lovers  and 
the  sad  sight  of  a  thousand  slain  ?  "  Get  thee  behind  me," 
Cato,  for  thou  hast  not  the  feelings  of  a  man. 

The  Forester. 


CONNECTICUT  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETr. 

Tuesday,  April  9,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety  : 
Present:    His  Honour  the  Govemour,  his  Honour  the 
Deputy-Governour,  Jabez  Huntington,  Joskua  West,  Na- 
thaniel Wales,  Jun.,  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table,  in 
favour  of  Captain  Jonathan  Lester,  for  one  hundred  Pounds, 
for  the  purpose  of  building  the  Row-Galley  at  Norwich. 
An  Order  was  drawn  April  9,  1776,  and  delivered  to  Cap- 
tain Lester,  for  one  hundred  Pounds. 

Wednesday,  April  10,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety  : 
Present:    His  Honour  the  Govemour,  his  Honour  the 
Deputy-Governour,  Jabez  Huntington,  Joshua  West,  Na- 
thaniel Wales,  Jun.,  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Gave  an  Order  on  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun.,  to  deliver  to 
Captain  Seth  Harding  eight  of  the  several  Guns,  and  fif- 
teen hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  and  four  hundred  Swivel 
Shot,  in  part  of  what  he,  the  said  Shaw,  has  provided  for 
the  Colony,  and  take  receipt  accordingly.  Order  delivered 
to  Captain  Bartram. 

Gave  an  Order  to  Colonel  Jonathan  Fitch,  to  deliver  to 
Captain  Seth  Harding,  of  the  Brig  Defence,  one  hundred 
of  the  six-pound  Shot  in  his  hands,  that  belong  to  this 
Colony,  and  take  receipt.  Order  delivered  to  Captain 
Bartram. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Bartram's  Commission,  as  a  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Brig  Defence,  bears  date  3d  o[  March,  1776. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smedley's  Commission,  as  Second  Lieutenant 
on  board  the  Brig  Defence,  bears  date  the  10th  o(  March, 
1776. 

Mr.  Joseph  Squire's  Commission,  as  Lieutenant  of  Marines 
of  the  Brig  Defence,  bears  date  the  10th  o[  April,  1776. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Smedley  is  promoetd  to  be  Se- 
cond Lieutenant  of  the  Brig  Defence. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Squire  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant  of  Marines  on  board  the  Brig  Defence. 

Voted,  That  Orders  be  given  to  Captain  Harding,  to 
proceed  up  the  Sound  with  the  Brig  Defence,  as  far  as 
Stamford,  if  need  be,  to  inlist  men  on  board  said  Brig,  and 
to  take  in  some  Shot  at  New-Haven,  and  return  with  all 
convenient  speed  to  New-London.  Orders  delivered  to 
Captain  Bartram,  lOlh  of  April,  1776. 

Voted,  To  draw  on  the  Pay-Table  for  two  hundred 
Pounds,  in  favour  of  Captain  Seth  Harding,  for  the  use  of 


the  Brig  Defence,  and  to  render  his  Account.  Order  drawn 
Ajjril  10,  1776,  and  delivered  to  Captain  Bartram. 

Voted,  To  draw  on  the  Pay-Table,  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Captain  Edward  Mott,  for  the 
Pay  and  Wages  of  the  Company  under  his  command,  and 
to  render  his  Account.  Order  drawn  April  10,  1776,  and 
delivered  to  Captain  Bartram. 

Voted,  To  draw  on  the  Pay-Table,  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Captain  John  Ely,  for  Pay  and 
Wages  of  the  Company  under  his  command,  and  to  render 
his  Account.  Order  drawn  April  10, 1776,  and  delivered 
to  Captain  Bartram. 

Voted,  That  the  Men  to  be  inlisted  on  board  the  Row- 
Galley  Whiting,  shall  be  inlistud  to  be  held  in  service  until 
the  1st  day  of  Decendjer,  1776,  unless  discharged  sooner  by 
proper  authority. 

Voted,  To  draw  an  Order  on  the  Pay-Table,  in  favour 
of  William  Grecnough,  and  the  rest  of  the  Committee  for 
fitting  out  the  Brig  Defence,  and  building  the  Row-Galley 
Whiting,  for  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  Pounds,  and  to  ren- 
der his  Account.  Order  drawn  10th  of  April,  1776,  and 
delivered  to  Captain  Rice. 

Voted,  To  draw  on  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table,  for 
four  hundred  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Jonathan  Fitch, 
as  a  Commissary,  to  furnish  the  Brig  Defence  with  Provi- 
sions, Stc;  and  to  render  his  Account.  Order  was  drawn 
April  10,  and  delivered  to  Captain  Rice. 

Passed  an  Account  oi  Daniel  Lyman,  Esq.,  on  which 
this  Board  allows  the  sum  of  nine  Pounds  two  Shillings  and 
two  Pence,  for  supporting.  Order  didLwn  April  10,  1776, 
and  delivered  to  Captain  Rice. 

Voted,  That  Captain  James  Rice,  of  New-Haven,  is 
joined  with  Captain  Isaac  Sears,  William  Greenough,  and 
Michael  Todd,  as  a  Committee  for  fitting  out  the  Brig  De- 
fence, and  building  the  Row-Galley  Whiting. 

Voted,  To  draw  on  the  Pay-Table,  in  favour  oi  Na- 
thaniel Minor,  Esq.,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  as 
he  is  Commissary  to  the  Troops  at  the  Fort  at  Long-Point, 
in  Stonington,  and  for  him  to  render  his  Account.  An 
Order  was  drawn  Apil  10,  1776,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Gallup. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Hezekiah  Bissell  and  Mr.  Jona- 
than Trumlndl,  Jun.,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  repair  to 
New-London,  and  consult  with  Commodore  Hopkins  about 
what  measures  to  be  taken  in  disposing  of  the  Continental 
Prisoners  in  his  custody ;  and,  also,  to  apply  to  the  Com- 
modore for  some  Cannon,  of  diiferent  sizes,  to  mount  the 
Forts  at  New-London  and  Groton,  for  the  present,  consult- 
ing with  the  Commanding-Officers  and  Engineer  in  those 
Forts  about  the  number  and  sizes  of  the  Cannon  wanted ; 
also,  for  Cannon  suitable  and  sufficient  for  three  Row-Gal- 
leys. 

Voted,  That  the  Committee  for  taking  care  of  the  Pri- 
soners at  Salisbury,  may,  at  their  discretion,  remove  the  Pri- 
soners in  Salisbury  to  any  other  place  in  Litchfield  County, 
as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient. 

Voted,  To  allow  a  small  Bill,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Stephen 
Barker,  of  Norwich,  for  some  Iron  Work  done  by  him  for 
the  Colony,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  Shillings ;  and  that  an 
Order  be  drawn  accordingly.  Order  given  out  April  10, 
1776,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Barker. 


JONATHAN    GLOVER    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Marblehead,  April  9,  1776. 

May  it  please  your  Honours  :  The  Committee  of 
Correspondence  have,  this  day,  received  from  Captain  Sa- 
muel Tucker,  commanding  one  of  the  Continental  armed 
vessels,  twenty-two  persons,  who  were  in  the  brigantine 
lately  taken  by  Captain  John  Manly,  from  Boston,  bound 
to  Halifax ;  among  whom  are  four  soldiers,  with  their  wives 
and  children ;  one  Caleb  Wheaton,  (who,  from  his  own  ac- 
count, has  heretofore  been  esteemed  inimical  to  his  country,) 
with  his  three  sons,  and  a  number  of  others ;  who,  in  the 
course  of  their  examination,  have  not  been  able  to  acquit 
themselves  to  their  country,  in  our  esteem  ;  for  the  particu- 
lars of  which,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  wordiy 
bearer,  Azor  Ome,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Committee,  who  at- 
tended the  examination.  The  Committee  have  made  com- 
fortable provision  for  the  entertainment  of  the  above  persons, 
and  desire  your  Honours'  directions  what  further  steps  they 
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shall  take  with  them  ;  and  are,  witli  respect,  your  Honours' 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Glover,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  for  the  Colony  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bat/. 

ROBERT  COOK  TO  COLONEL  KNOX. 

Grafton,  April  9,  1776. 

Worthy  Sir  :  I  am  at  great  difficulty  about  the  teams  and 
their  loading  at  present,  and  last  night  likewise  in  shifting 
them,  the  which  I  did  with  three  of  them,  and  the  three  fresh 
teams  that  I  got  then  are  already  tired,  and  say  that  they 
cannot  go  any  farther  than  Sutton,  which  is  six  miles  from 
lience,  and  there  I  expect  to  find  them  all  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, and  all  of  them  wanting  to  have  their  teams  shifted ; 
and  you  may  depend  that  they  cannot  go  farther,  for  I  have 
had  a  survey  of  all  their  cattle,  by  all  the  Selectmen  of  this 
town,  and  their  Representative ;  and  they  say  they  cannot 
go  on,  their  cattle  are  so  much  galled  and  lame.  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  Selectmen  that  there  are  many  teams  in  this 
town,  but  they  cannot  get  any  of  them  to  go  forward  with 
a  load,  not  even  so  far  as  Sutton ;  and  in  the  whole  town 
can  get  but  one  team,  and  he  is  gone  forward ;  and  there 
are  three  now  remaining ;  and  how  to  get  them  any  farther  I 
know  not,  without  a  special  order  from  you  or  the  General 
Court,  to  impress  any  of  them  that  can  be  found,  and  the 
order  to  continue  in  force  until  they  arrive  at  Norwich.  The 
bearer  hereof  is  one  of  the  teamsters,  who  I  thought  proper 
to  despatch,  and  he  will  inform  you  of  more  particulars. 

Waiting  your  answer,  I  remain,  sir,  with  impatience,  your 

very  humble  servant,  t>  i~. 

•'  '  Robert  Cook. 

To  Henry  Knox,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  Artillery,  or  to  Ezekiel 
Cheever,  Esq.,  Commissary  of  Artillery,  at  Cambridge. 

P.  S.  I  hope  you  will  satisfy  this  man  for  coming  to  you, 
which  he  desires. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    MINISTERS    AND    ELDERS    OP   THE    PRO- 
VINCIAL   SYNOD    OF    GLASGOW    AND    AYR. 

To  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign  : 

We,  your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  the  Ministers  and 
Elders  of  the  Provincial  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  Throne,  professing,  in  the  sincerest 
manner,  our  warm  affection  and  inviolable  loyalty  to  your 
Majesty,  and  our  gratitude  to  Heaven  for  the  liberty,  peace, 
and  happiness  we  and  our  people  enjoy  under  your  Go- 
vernment. 

Blessed,  as  British  subjects,  with  a  Constitution  the 
admiration  of  neighbouring  States,  which  has  been  in  several 
respects  improved  under  your  reign  ;  protected  by  wise  and 
equal  laws  in  the  enjoyment,  not  only  of  our  civil  rights,  but 
our  religious  blessings ;  we  would  be  unworthy  of  these 
high  privileges,  if  we  were  not  thankful  for  them  to  the  God 
of  Heaven,  and  did  not  also  feel  a  constant  gratitude  to 
your  Majesty,  whom  we  consider  as  his  Minister,  raised  up 
for  our  good,  as  the  protector,  guardian,  and  father  of  a 
great  people. 

Penetrated  as  we  are  with  these  sentiments,  it  has  been 
matter  of  much  grief  to  us  that  the  spirit  of  Rebellion  has 
been  prevailing,  and  still  continues  to  prevail  in  your  Ame- 
rican Colonies ;  and  that  the  gentle  measures  pursued  by 
your  Majesty  and  your  Parliament  to  suppress  it,  have 
hitherto  been  attended  with  so  little  success. 

We  are  grieved  that  any  of  your  subjects  should  be  so 
infatuated  as  to  deprive  themselves  of  the  real  liberty,  pro- 
tection, and  happiness  they  have  long  enjoyed  under  consti- 
tutional authority,  and  subject  themselves  to  all  the  miseries 
of  a  democratical  tyranny.  We  regret  that  they  should  re- 
ceive any  encouragement  from  the  spirit  of  faction  at  home, 
and  be  flattered  with  ideas  of  liberty,  which  appear  to  us 
inconsistent  with  subjection  to  law,  and  subversive  of  all 
regular  Government. 

We  have  long  seen  with  pleasure  how  averse  your  Ma- 
jesty has  been  to  draw  the  sword,  and  arm  the  nation  even 
m  support  of  law  and  legal  authority,  which  have  been  in- 
sulted and  trampled  upon  in  your  American  Dominions. 
These  insults  you  have  borne  with  a  patience  and  lenity 
unexampled  in  any  former  reign.     We  can  easily  enter  into 


the  distress  which  your  benevolent  and  compassionate  heart 
must  feel  for  the  miseries  which  these  deluded  men  have 
drawn  upon  themselves,  and  still  more  for  the  lives  of  your 
brave  subjects  which  may  be  sacrificed  before  peace  and 
order  can  be  re-established. 

We  should  judge  ourselves  wanting  in  duty  to  your  Ma- 
jesty, and  in  justice  to  the  people  under  our  care,  did  we 
not  embrace  the  present  opportunity  of  assuring  your  Ma- 
jesty of  their  fidelity  and  afl'ection  to  your  Majesty's  person 
and  Government,  their  zealous  attachment  to  our  happy 
Constitution,  and  abhorrence  of  the  present  Rebellion.  To 
inculcate  on  the  people  of  our  respective  congregations  the 
principles  and  duties  of  Christianity,  a  reverence  for  the 
laws  of  their  country,  and  an  affectionate  attachment  to  the 
best  of  Sovereigns,  ever  has  been,  and  we  trust  ever  shall 
be,  our  sincere  and  active  endeavour. 

We  implore  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events,  that  he 
would,  in  his  great  mercy,  shorten  these  dire  calamities ; 
that  he  would  direct  your  councils,  favour  your  schemes  in 
the  course  of  his  Providence,  and  crown  with  success  your 
generous  designs  for  restoring  and  establishing  liberty,  har- 
mony, and  happiness,  in  every  part  of  your  extensive  Em- 
pire. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty,  your  Majesty's  most  faithful, 
most  obedient,  and  most  loyal  subjects,  the  Ministers  and 
Elders  met  in  this  Provincial  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr. 

Signed  in  our  name,  in  our  presence,  and  at  our  appoint- 
ment, James  Baillie,  Moderator. 
Glasgow,  April  10,  1776. 


JOHN    STEVENSON   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Copper-Mine,  April  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  When  you  met  at  Baltimore  last  March,  I 
presented  you  with  a  memorial,  informing  you  that  eighteen 
hands  at  my  mine  were  idle  for  want  of  gunpowder ;  and 
that  the  Baltimore  Committee  had  taken  two  hundred 
pounds  out  of  the  publick  magazine,  which  I  had  purchased 
last  fall,  and  which  has  greatly  impeded  the  carrying  on  my 
works  at  the  Copper-Mine.  You  were  then  pleased  to 
take  my  case  into  consideration,  and  grant  me  some  relief. 
However,  since  that,  I  had  procured  one  hundred  pounds  of 
powder,  at  a  very  great  expense  and  charge,  in  Philadel- 
phia, which,  coming  down  in  the  packet,  with  sundry  other 
things  for  the  Committee,  they  likewise  seized,  and  will  not 
deliver  up.  What  I  have  to  request  of  the  honourable 
the  Council  of  Safety  is,  either  to  order  my  last  hundred 
pounds  of  powder  to  be  returned  me,  or,  if  the  publick 
safety  requires  it  should  not  be  given  up,  to  order  me  money 
to  replace  the  same  quantity.  I  have  purchased  very  good 
powder,  manufactured  in  the  country,  at  ten  shillings  per 
pound,  and  can  be  supplied  with  a  sufficient  quantity  to 
carry  on  my  works  at  that  price,  and  not  under.  The 
powder  I  have  experienced  to  be  of  as  good  quality  as  any 
imported  from  Europe;  therefore  I  flatter  myself  you  will 
take  it  into  your  consideration  either  to  order  me  the  powder 
or  money. 

Your  compliance  will  very  much  oblige,  gentlemen,  your 

most  humble  servant,  t     v    o 

'  JohK  Stevenson. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


WILLIAM    LUX    TO    DANIEL    OF    ST.    THOMAS    JENIFER. 

Baltimore,  April  10,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  favour  of  the  6th, 
and  am  much  pleased  that  our  Committee  are  able  to  justify 
their  conduct  to  your  satisfaction.  I  believe  they  all  mean 
to  do  right ;  but  it  is  quite  necessary  to  keep  them  within 
bounds,  because  their  zeal  will  sometimes  outstrip  their  pru- 
dence. 1  intend  coming  down  the  last  of  the  week,  or  the 
beginning  of  the  next,  with  the  account  of  the  Defence,  and 
will  then  bring  the  schooner's  accounts,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned. 

Mr.  HoUingsworth  has  not  got  any  clover-seed ;  the 
flaxseed,  oil,  and  lead,  you  shall  have  by  the  veiy  first 
conveyance.  I  am  afraid  hackles  cannot  be  got ;  but  I  will 
try.  I  must  beg  you  to  send  by  Mr.  Chase  eight  hundred 
pounds.  Mr.  Alexander  has  never  come  down,  and  I  must 
pay  off  all  the  ship's  accounts  before  I  come  down. 

I  hear  the  Convention  is  adjourned  ;  if  so,  I  wish  to 
know.    We  have  got  three  of  the  eighteen-pounders  down ; 
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six  more  were  to  set  off  yesterday.  Mr.  Hughes  has  drawn 
on  me  for  the  carriage,  and  hopes  you  will  place  some 
money  in  my  hands  for  that  purpose.  I  have  paid  thirty 
pounds  for  these  three,  a.id  wrote  to  him  to  send  an  order 
on  the  Council,  as  I  imagine  they  would  indulge  him,  when 
they  saw  him  exerting  himself. 

Mr.  TrMOT^M// tells  me  you  have  appointed  Captain  Nich- 
olson Agent  and  Paymaster  of  the  Defence.  Please  let  me 
know ;  and  whether  we  are  to  be  any  further  concerned  in 
fiimishing  anything  on  the  ship's  account,  as  we  may  close 
it  finally. 

I  wish  the  account  in  the  papers  of  the  surrender  of  Que- 
heck  could  be  true ;  but  it  will  come  presently.  I  have 
been  hard  at  it,  disputing  the  point  of  independency,  two  to 
one  against  me. 

I  wish  you  health  and  happiness ;  and  am,  honourable  sir, 
your  obliged  obedient  servant,  t^  t 

To  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 

P.  S.  You  must  excuse  half  a  sheet  of  paper  these  times. 


JAMES    HINDMAN   TO   MARYLAIO)    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Talbot  Court-House,  April  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  When  I  was  in  Annapolis  you  were  kind 
enough  to  promise  me  fifty  stand  of  arms.  If  you  think  it 
safe,  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  send  them  over  by  the 
Miles  River  Packet,  with  the  accoutrements  necessary  for 
them.  I  shall  be  able,  I  am  in  hopes,  to  get  thirty  or  forty 
blankets,  and  hope  you  will  spare  me  as  many  as  you  can. 
I  am  very  anxious  to  get  to  my  station.  Pots  and  camp-ket- 
tles please  to  send  me  at  the  same  time  ;  hats  you  also  pro- 
mised me ;  and  cloth,  if  you  have  any  to  spare,  as  many  of 
my  people  are  very  bare  of  clothes,  and  begin  to  grumble 
about  not  having  them.  In  our  present  situation,  it  is  im- 
possible to  keep  the  company  all  together,  as  many  of  them 
cannot  get  their  board  nearer  than  seven  or  eight  miles, 
which  makes  it  impossible  for  them  to  meet  as  regularly  as 
they  ought ;  for  which  reason  am  very  desirous  of  getting 
arms  and  blankets,  to  remove  to  my  station. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

James  Hindman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


ference  to  any  man  in  the  company,  and  who  is  balloted 
in  by  a  great  majority,  having  thirty  odd  votes  out  of  fifty, 
and  there  were  four  candidates.  And  we  further  entreat 
you  to  give  us  the  liberty  of  choosing  our  other  officers, 
which  will  give  great  satisfaction  to  the  whole  company. 

We  are,  for  ourselv&s,  and  in  behalf  of  the  rest  of  the 
company,  with  much  respect,  gentlemen,  your  veiy  obedient 
servants, 

JosL\s  Ray,  Henry  Scott, 

James  Ray,  George  Peirce, 

Alexander  Crofford,        James  Ferguson,  Jun., 
Thomas  Crofford,  William  Brown,  Jun., 

JosiAH  Gordon,  Thomas  Brown, 

Thomas  Tillly,  Jun.,  Jeremiah  Moore, 

William  Matthews,  Ignatius  Wilson, 

John  Beall,  John  Tilly, 

Thomas  Beall,  John  Willson, 

Samuel  Brashears,  Jun.,     Henry  Purdy. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

The  Petition  0/ William  Hamilton  «Aow«<A  ; 

That  your  Petitioner  has  undoubted  reasons  to  believe 
that  there  are  methods  carrying  on  by  some  to  exclude  him 
from  the  post  as  Captain,  where  he  now  is  First  Lieutenant, 
of  the  company  of  Militia  that  Captain  Beall  has  resigned. 
He  (in  order  to  get  his  son,  Andrew  Beall,  Jun.,  who  was 
Second  Lieutenant,  appointed  in  his  place,  and  from  his 
expectations  of  being  appointed  Major)  resigned,  and  so- 
licited the  company  to  recommend  his  son  (who  is  yet  a 
youth)  as  Captain  over  your  Petitioner. 

And  your  Petitioner  hath  proper  credentials  to  produce 
to  your  honourable  Board,  if  required,  of  his  being  in  the 
Provincial  service  nine  years  the  last  war,  at  the  reduction 
of  Qiiebeck,  &tc.  Your  Petitioner,  therefore,  hopes  your 
Honours  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  him  to  the  post  as  Cap- 
tain, as,  by  rotation,  he  humbly  thinks  he  is  entitled  to.  And, 
in  duty  bound,  will,  &.c. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


henry  SCOTT  and  others  to  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF 
SAFETY. 

Bladensburgh,  April  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  we  would  not  willingly  interfere  with 
any  person's  private  character,  unless  obliged  so  to  do,  on  a 
matter  of  the  utmost  importance,  which,  in  the  present  case, 
we  are  under  the  necessity  of  doing,  so  far  as  it  is  consistent 
with  our  opinions  and  safety ;  yet  far  be  it  from  us,  and 
sorry,  indeed,  should  we  be  to  do  the  smallest  injustice  to 
any  person  whatever,  nor  will  we,  in  any  respect,  conde- 
scend to  it.  We  are  apprehensive  that  Mr.  William  Hamil- 
ton may  be  appointed  Captain,  in  place  of  Captain  Andrew 
Beall,  by  the  recommendation  of  Colonel  Joshua  Beall, 
through  prejudice  to  our  late  Captain,  who  would  not  con- 
descend to  serve  as  Captain  under  him.  There  has  been 
great  confusion  in  our  company  since  our  Captain  resigned, 
and  it  will  be  much  more  so  if  Hamilton  should  be  appoint- 
ed Captain,  as  a  great  majority  of  the  company  are  deter- 
mined not  to  serve  under  him — he  not  being  a  proper  per- 
son, in  any  respect  whatever,  for  that  office  ;  and  sensible 
we  are  that,  in  the  event  of  his  being  appointed,  (should 
it  so  happen,)  a  company  inferior  to  none  in  the  Province, 
in  the  Militia,  must  inevitably  come  to  nothing,  wholly  from 
the  dislike  of  his  filling  that  station.  We,  therefore,  hope 
and  entreat  your  Honours  not  to  be  the  cause  of  destroying 
so  good  a  company,  which  you  might  innocently  be  induced 
to  do  by  the  rL-commendations  of  the  Colonel ;  but  we  trust 
that  you  will  take  the  matter  into  your  serious  consideration, 
and  reflect  that  we  are  a  free  people,  and  have  a  right  to  the 
choice  of  our  own  officers,  under  whom  we  are  to  risk  our 
lives  and  fortunes  with  theirs,  which  we  will  most  cheerfully 
and  readily  do,  whenever  called  upon,  provided  we  have 
officers  agreeable,  and  such  only  we  will  obey.  We  there- 
fore pray  your  Honours  would  gratify  us,  in  granting  a 
commission  to  Mr.  Andrew  Beall,  Jun.,  as  our  Captain,  in 
place  of  his  father — a  young  man  that  we  choose,  in  pre- 


MARYLAND  council  of  safety   to   queen   ANNE  S    COUNTY 

committee. 
[No.  113.]  Annapolis,  April  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  In  consequence  of  a  letter  received  by  Mr. 
James  Tilghman,  from  Edward  Tilghman,  Esquire,  we  send 
you  the  Association  papers  of  your  County,  transmitted  to 
the  last  Convention.  Be  pleased  to  return  them  to  us  as 
soon  as  you  have  done  with  them.     We  are,  &ic. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Queen  Anne's  County. 


colonel  haslett  to  the  president  of  congress. 

[Read  April  11,  1776.] 

Dover,  April  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  officer  who  commands  the  detachment  of  the 
Delaware  Battalion,  at  Lewes,  has  written  me  a  circumstan- 
tial account  of  an  engagement  between  them  and  a  tender 
of  the  Roebuck  man-of-war,  a  transcript  of  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose  you. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  for  that  County, 
very  earnestly  requests  that  another  company  may  be  sent 
there,  with  arms  and  accoutrements,  in  aid  of  that  detachment, 
one-half  of  which  is  every  day  on  duty.  On  mentioning 
this  request  to  General  Rodney,  one  of  our  Kent  Council  of 
Safety,  I  have  reason  to  believe  it  will  be  granted  by  them, 
on  a  promise  of  returning  those  arms  (the  property  of  the 
County)  whenever  the  Council  shall  think  the  interest  of 
the  community  calls  for  them.  Having  anticipated  the  order 
of  Congress,  with  respect  to  the  two  companies  now  at 
Lewes,  I  hope  my  directing  another  to  the  same  duty  will 
receive  your  approbation. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  humble 
servant,  j^j^,,  Haslett. 

To  the  Honourable  Colonel  Hancock. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Lewes, 
dated  April  9th,  1776. 
On  Sunday,  7th  April,  an  express  came  fi-om  the  Light- 
House  Guard,  to  Lewes,  with  intelligence  that  Captain 
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Field,  wlio  commanded  a  schooner  sent  by  the  Council  of 
that  County  to  Eustatia  for  povdcr,  had  just  arrived,  and 
demanded  assistance  to  unload  her.  I  gave  orders  for  the 
tixx)ps  to  march,  as  soon  as  boats  could  be  had  to  ferry  them 
across  the  creek,  wiiich  tlie  inhabitants  procured  with  ama- 
zing despatch.  We  llien  marched,  w  itii  the  utmost  expe- 
dition, to  reinforce  our  guard,  whicli  had  taken  post  by  die 
schooner,  to  assist  in  discharging  her  cargo^mostly  coarse 
linens.  She  then  lay  seven  or  eight  miles  to  the  southw  ard 
of  our  cape.  At  the  time  of  our  arrival,  the  tender,  making 
sail,  bore  down  upon  the  schooner :  on  obs<',rving  this,  the 
men  immediately  ran  her  on  shore.  Our  troops  were  out- 
gone by  the  tender,  thougli  they  marched  at  the  rate  of 
seven  miles  per  hour.  Just  before  our  arrival,  the  tender 
gave  our  guard  a  broadside  with  swivels  and  musketry,  which 
they  returned.  On  our  junction,  a  constant  fire  was  kept 
up  for  some  time,  till  we  perceived  the  distance  too  great. 
We  then  left  oft"  firing,  and  unloaded  the  schooner,  though 
several  hundred  shots  were  fired  at  us  to  prevent  it.  Our 
people  picked  up  many  of  their  balls  rolling  in  the  sand. 
The  tender  despatched  one  of  the  barges  to  the  ship  for  as- 
sistance, who  made  sail  immediately,  but  was  soon  obliged 
to  come  to  anchor,  for  fear  of  nmning  on  the  Ilcn-and- 
Chickens.  About  the  time  the  ship  turned  the  cape,  the 
tender  anchored  within  musket-shot  of  the  schooner,  and 
kept  up  a  continual  fire  with  her  swivels.  We  had,  by  this 
time,  got  the  swivels  in  the  schooner  loaded  with  grape-shot, 
and  a  constant  fire,  for  two  hours,  was  kept  up  on  both 
sides.  We  undoubtedly  wounded  their  men,  for  we  per- 
ceived some  to  fall,  and  others  run  to  their  assistance.  They 
made  several  efforts  to  purchase  their  anchor,  which  were 
prevented  by  our  fire  ;  but  at  last  they  succeeded.  Fortu- 
nately, however,  one  of  our  swivels  cut  their  halyards,  and 
down  came  their  mainsail,  which  obliged  then)  to  anchor 
once  more.  At  last,  the  wind  shifting,  they  had  a  boat 
to  tow  them  off.  We  then  turned  our  fire  on  the  boat, 
where  two  men  were  seen  to  fall ;  the  barge,  returning  from 
the  ship,  joined  to  tow  them  out.  Our  men  escaped  unhurt. 
The  Militia  officers,  at  Lewes,  acted  with  a  spirit  which 
does  honour  to  their  country. 


TO    THE    PEOPLE    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. LETTER    VI. 

Philadelphia,  April  10,  1776. 

In  the  conclusion  of  my  last  letter,  I  charged  the  author 
of  Common  Sense  with  perverting  the  Scripture,  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  origin  of  the  Jewish  Monarchy.  I  proceed  to 
ofTer  some  remarks  in  support  of  that  charge. 

"  Monarchy,"  says  he,  (meaning,  probably,  the  institution 
of  Monarchy,)  "is  ranked  in  Scripture  as  one  of  the  sins  of 
the  Jews,  for  which  a  curse  in  reserve  is  denounced  against 
them.  The  history  of  that  transaction" — either  the  trans- 
action of  Monarchy,  or  the  transaction  of  denouncing  a 
curse  in  reserve — "  is  worth  attending  to." 

This  confused  proposition  he  endeavours  to  establish  by 
a  commentary  upon  first  Samuel,  chapter  8,  full  as  far- 
fetched and  ridiculous,  as  he  will  probably  say  mine  is  upon 
the  prophecy  of  Mount-Seir.  But  this  matter  must  be 
treated  more  seriously,  for  the  sake  of  a  country  in  which 
(God  be  thanked)  the  Scriptures  are  read,  and  regarded 
with  that  reverence  which  "is  due  to  a  revelation  from  Hea- 
ven. I  must,  therefore,  endeavour  to  rescue  out  of  our  au- 
thor's hands  that  portion  of  the  sacred  history  which  he  has 
converted  into  a  libel  against  the  civil  Constitution  of  Great 
Britain;  and  show  in  what  sense  the  passage  has  been  uni- 
versally received,  as  well  by  the  Jews  themselves  as  by 
commentators,  venerable  for  their  piety  and  learning,  in 
every  Christian  country. 

The  Jews  were  long  privileged  with  a  peculiar  form  of 
Government,  called  a  Theocracy,  under  which  the  "Al- 
mighty eitlier  stirred  up  some  person,  by  an  immediate  sig- 
nification of  his  will,  to  be  their  Judge,  or,  when  there  was 
none,  ruled  their  proceedings  himself,  by  Urim  and  Thum- 
mim,  directing  what  course  they  were  to  follow  in  the  pub- 
lick  concerns  of  the  nation."* 

But  they  were  of  an  ungovernable  temper,  fond  of  pomp 
as  well  as  dominion  over  dieir  neighbours ;  and  being  dis- 
gusted with  the  misconduct  of  SamueVs  sons,  whom,  in  his 
old  age,  he  had  made  his  assistant  Judges  over  Israel,  they 
xarae  to  him,  and  entreated  him  to  appoint  a  Kuig,  who 

•i»w<A'«  Commentariet. 


might  nde  their  nation,  and  avenge  them  of  the  Philistines. 
Samuel,  deeply  afflicted  at  the  impious  design  they  enter- 
tained of  rejecting  the  divine  Government,  prays  the  Al- 
mighty for  direction,  who  authorizes  him  to  hearken  to  their 
voice,  "  for  they  have  not  rejected  thee,  but  they  have  re- 
jected me,  (says  God,)  that  I  should  not  reign  over  them," 
He  also  instructs  Samuel  to  enter  a  solemn  protest  against 
them  for  their  folly  and  ingratitude,  in  prefemng  a  human 
to  a  divine  Government ;  and  to  show  them  tlie  manner  of 
the  King  that  shall  reign  over  them,  since  they  desired  a 
King  to  judge  them  like  all  the  nations. 

Now,  all  tlie  nations  which  they  knew,  were  niled  by 
Kings,  whose  arbitrary  will  stood  in  the  place  of  law ;  and  it 
appears  also  that  the  Jews,  since  the  day  that  they  were 
brought  out  of  Egypt,  had  still  retained  a  particular  han- 
kering after  the  customs  of  that  country.  The  Almighty, 
therefore,  by  his  prophet,  not  only  signifies  his  displeasure 
against  all  sucii  arbitrary  rulers,  but  against  every  people 
who  would  impiously  and  foolishly  prefer  such  a  Govern- 
ment to  one  immediately  under  himself,  where,  in  his  provi- 
dence, he  might  think  fit  to  appoint  such  an  one.  And  so 
far  I  have  no  difference  with  our  author.  But  Samuel  pro- 
ceeds further  to  reason  with  the  Jews,  and,  in  the  twelfth 
chapter,  reminds  them  of  the  many  deliverances  \\liich  God 
had  given  them  by  the  hands  of  their  Judges — Moses,  Jep- 
thah,  Gideon,  he,  having  with  a  strong  hand  brought  them 
out  of  Egypt ;  having  subdued  the  Assyrians,  Ammonites, 
Moabites,  and  Philistines  before  them ;  and  that,  for  all 
this,  they  preferred  a  Government  even  after  the  most  cor- 
rupt models,  to  his  just  and  righteous  Government.  And 
to  convince  them  still  further  of  their  folly  and  ingratitude, 
the  prophet  appeals  to  a  signal  which  he  would  give  them 
from  Heaven.  He  accordingly  calls  down  an  uncommon 
storm  in  the  midst  of  harvest,  and  the  astonished  multitude 
cry  out,  "  We  have  added  to  our  sins  this  evil  to  ask  us  a 
King." 

Here  our  author  erects  his  standard,  and  here  he  compli- 
ments himself  with  the  mockery  of  triumph.  "  These  por- 
tions of  Scripture  (says  he,  in  all  the  assurance  of  infallibili- 
ty) are  direct  and  positive.  They  admit  of  no  equivocal 
construction.  That  the  Almighty  hath  here  entered  his 
protest  against  Monarchical  Government  is  true,  or  the  Scrip- 
ture is  false."  But  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  the 
Scripture  is  true,  and  that  this  author's  inference  is  horribly 
false ;  nay,  further,  that  from  the  whole  spirit  of  the  pas- 
sage, as  well  as  the  reason  of  things,  it  is  to  be  inferred  that 
the  Almighty  would  have  as  strongly  expressed  his  displea- 
sure against  the  Jetvs,  had  they  rejected  his  Government  for 
one  of  their  own  appointment,  whether  it  had  been  mo- 
narchical or  deraocratical — to  be  administered  by  one  man 
or  a  thousand  men. 

The  author  had  said  before,  that  Samuel  did  not  show 
the  manner  of  any  "  particular  King,  but  the  general  man- 
ner of  the  Kings  of  the  earth,  whom  Israel  was  so  eagerly 
copying  after."  If  he  means  to  confine  himself  to  these 
Kings,  I  have  given  them  to  him,  to  make  the  best  of  them. 
But  if  he  means  to  argue  from  particulars  to  generals,  and 
to  make  the  old  Prophet  extend  his  protest  against  all  future 
Monarchical  Governments,  such  as  were  to  subsist  some 
thousands  of  years  afterwards,  however  limited  and  mixed, 
particularly  that  of  Great  Britain,  (which  must  certainly 
be  our  author's  meaning,  or  he  proves  nothing  to  his  pur- 
pose ;)  I  say,  then,  if  this  be  his  meaning,  I  cannot  so 
easily  part  with  him ;  for  in  this  lies  our  whole  difference ; 
and  the  particular  case  of  die  Jews  cannot  be  applied  to 
any  other  nation  in  this  instance,  as  none  else  were  ever  in 
similar  circumstances. 

Acherky,  in  his  Britannick  Constitutions,  (and  I  think 
our  author  borrows  some  of  his  principles  where  they  can 
serve  his  purpose,)  says  expressly,  "  that  the  nations  round 
about  Israel  invested  their  Kings  with  absolute  power;  and 
that  it  is  a  wild  imagination  to  say  that  the  Israelitisk 
Kings,  who  were  but  copies  (of  these  Kings)  should,  either 
in  their  election  or  ]3ower,  be  a  pattern  to  Great  Britain." 
"  There  cannot  be  found  either  in  the  Old  or  New  Testa- 
ment, any  particular  description  of  the  race  of  men,  which  are 
or  ever  were  Kings  of  this  nadon."  How,  then,  can  there 
be  a  Scripture  protest  against  a  race  of  men  who  are  not 
even  described  in  Scripture?    Mark  diat,*  Common  Sense. 

•  "  Mark  that,  Cato,"  is  a  favourite  axpression  of  our  author  in  the 
character  of  the  Forester. 
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Let  me  add  one  authority  more,  from  a  commentator  at 
least  as  good  as  our  author,  and  wlio,  nevertheless,  flatly 
contradicts  him — I  mean  the  celebrated  Grotius.  He  tells 
us  that  Samuel,  in  this  passage,  does  not  speak  of  what  our 
author  calls  the  "general  manner  of  Kings,"  or  the  just  and 
honest  right  of  a  King  to  do  such  things ;  because  liis  right 
is  otherwise  described  elsewhere,  as  shall  be  shown.  The 
prophet  only  speaks  of  such  a  right  as  the  Kings  round 
about  Israel  had  acquired,  which  was  not  a  true  right ;  for 
such  is  not  the  signification  of  the  original  word  Mishpat; 
but  such  an  action  as  (being  founded  in  might  and  vio- 
lence) hath  the  effectum  juris,  or  conies  in  the  place  of 
right. 

Grotius,  I  fear,  is  too  learned  for  us  inferior  writers 
( Scriptores  minorum  gentium)  to  follow  him  in  this  place. 
But  Sidney  (thht  great  martyr  to  liberty)  adopts  the  same 
explanation.  "SamueVs  words  (says  he)  are  acknowledged 
by  all  interpreters  who  were  not  malicious  or  mad,  to  be  a 
dissuasion  of  the  Jews  from  their  wicked  purpose;  not  a 
description  of  what  a  King  might  justly  do,  by  virtue  of  his 
office,  but  what  those,  who  should  be  set  up  against  God 
and  his  law,  would  do  when  they  should  have  the  power  in 
their  hands." 

Both  Grotius  and  Sidney  are  well  warranted  in  this  inter- 
pretation, not  only  by  the  Hebrew  text,  but  other  clear  pas- 
sages of  Scripture,  and  particularly  the  seventeenth  chapter 
of  Deuteronomy,  where,  with  the  approbation  of  Heaven,  the 
duty  of  a  good  King  is  described  and  limited.  The  Jews 
commonly  understood  this  chapter  as  containing  an  absolute 
promise  from  Heaven  of  a  Royal  Government,  and  a  suffi- 
cient authority  for  the  request  made  to  Samuel  more  than 
three  hundred  years  afterwards.  Others  understood  it  con- 
ditionally,— that  if  they  did  reject  the  Divine  Government, 
and  set  up  one  of  their  own  appointment,  God  would  per- 
.mit  them ;  but  their  King  should  be  chosen  in  the  manner, 
and  with  the  qualificatbns  in  that  chapter  described.  All 
this,  however,  they  disregarded  when  they  asked  an  arbi- 
trary King,  like  tliose  of  their  neighbouring  nations ;  and 
tlierefore,  it  is  demonstratively  certain  that  Samuel,  in  en- 
tering his  protest  against  such  Kings,  did  not  protest  against 
Kings  or  Monarchical  Governments  generally.  Either  this 
remark  is  true,  or  one  part  of  Scripture  is  a  direct  contra- 
diction to  the  other.  But  let  the  passage  to  which  I  refer 
speak  for  itself: 

"When  thou  art  come  unto  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy 
God  giveth  thee,  and  shall  say,  I  will  set  a  King  over  me, 
like  as  all  the  nations  that  are  about  me ;  thou  shalt  in  any- 
wise set  liim  King  over  thee  whom  the  Lord  thy  God  shall 
choose,  one  from  among  thy  brethren,  not  a  stranger,"  &;c. 
It  is  further  directed,  that  he  shall  not  be  given  to  covetous- 
ness,  nor  multiply  horses,  nor  wives  to  himself,  nor  great- 
ly multiply  to  himself  gold  and  silver.  That  when  he  shall 
sit  upon  the  throne  of  his  Kingdom  he  shall  write  a  copy 
of  the  law  in  his  book ;  (which  it  was  understood  he  was  to 
do  with  his  own  hand.)  That  this  book  shall  be  with  him, 
(or  always  carried  about  him,)  and  he  shall  read  therein  all 
the  days  of  his  life,  that  he  may  learn  to  fear  the  Lord  his 
God,  to  keep  the  words  of  the  law,  and  make  it  the  rule  of 
his  Government,  as  well  as  private  life.  If  he  does  this, 
God  promises  a  blessing  on  his  Government,  to  prolong  his 
days  in  his  Kingdom,  he,  and  his  children,  in  the  midst  of 
Israel.  Does  not  this  smell  strong!}'  of  Monarchy,  and  even 
of  hereditary  Monarchy?  Is  not  some  sort  of  approbation, 
yea  and  a  blessing,  promised  to  both,  when  religiously  ad- 
ministered, notwithstanding  all  that  this  writer  has  said  to 
the  contrary  ? 

But  he  has  not  the  candour  to  compare  Scripture  with 
Scripture ;  nor  does  he  give  a  single  passage  complete,  and 
connected  with  the  parts  necessary  to  explain  it, — a  clear 
proof  that  other  craft  may  be  employed  as  well  as  King- 
craft and  Priest-craft,  in  "withholding  the  Scripture  from 
the  people,"  even  in  Protestant  countries.  Had  our  author 
proceeded  a  little  farther,  or  given  the  passages  complete  as 
he  went  along,  it  would  have  appeared  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  just  displeasure  of  the  Almighty,  and  his  protest 
against  the  Jews  for  throwing  off  his  righteous  Government, 
yet  as  mercy  and  forgiveness  are  his  chief  delight,  and  he 
knows  that  there  is  no  perfection  in  man,  the  matter  was 
pretty  amicably  settled  at  last,  and  the  Divine  countenance 
was  given  to  the  establishment  of  Monarchy,  even  in  the 
person  of  Saul.     God  himself  directed  his  election  and 


appointment;  and  to  prepare  him  for  his  office,  gave  Iiim 
another  heart,  and  also  liie  spirit  of  prophecy. 

As  to  the  thunder-storm,  in  which  our  autlior  exults,  as 
an  absolute  disapprobation  of  all  Monarciiical  Government, 
it  was  no  more  than  a  sign  called  for  by  Samuel,  to  convince 
the  people  that  he  spoke  in  the  name  of  the  Ixjrd.  But 
what  did  he  speak  in  the  verses  immediately  preceding? 
Not,  surely,  tjiat  God  had  a  particular  quarrel  with  Mo- 
narchical Government,  as  such,  and  that  "  blood  would  attend 
it ;"  but  rather  the  contrary — that  since  the  Jcivs  would  still 
insist  upon  a  Government  of  their  own  appointment,  the 
Almighty  would  yet  give  them  a  blessing  under  that  very 
form,  upon  condition  of  their  obedience  to  his  law.  "If  ye 
will  fear  the  Ix)rd  and  serve  him,  and  obey  his  voice,  he, 
then  shall  both  ye,  and  also  the  King  that  reigneth  over 
you,  continue  following  the  Lord ;"  to  which  duty  of  follow- 
ing the  Lord  a  blessing  is  always  promised  in  Scripture. 
"But  if  you  will  not  obey,  &,c.,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  shall 
be  against  you."  So  it  would  have  been  for  disobedience 
had  they  not  asked  a  King!  And,  immediately  after  the 
thunder-storm,  Samuel  confirms  tliis  doctrine,  and  comforts 
the  people:  "Fear  not,  (said  he,)  although  you  have  thus 
sinned,  the  Lord  will  not  forsake  his  people.  As  for  me, 
God  forbid  that  I  should  sin  against  the  Lord,  and  cease  to 
pray  for  you.  But  I  will  instruct  you  in  the  good  and  right 
way."  Thus,  it  seems,  a  good  and  right  way  was  yet  to  be 
found  under  Monarchical  Government.  From  all  which  it  is 
plain,  that  the  Almighty  had  now  pardoned  the  Jews ;  and 
the  Prophet  follows  the  example,  promising  still  to  proceed 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  among  them,  as  a  people  yet 
in  covenant  with  God.  But,  as  I  hinted  before,  it  did  not 
suit  our  author's  purpose  to  take  notice  of  such  passages  as 
these ;  and  he  has  been  guilty  of  still  as  great  a  perversion 
of  Scripture  concerning  David,  whom  God  undeniably  ap- 
proved of,  and  appointed  to  monarchal  rule. 

"  The  higli  encomium  given  to  David,  takes  no  notice  of 
him  officially  as  a  King,  but  only  as  a  man  after  God's  own 
heart."  I  know  the  poor  equivocation  which  the  author 
has  here  in  reserve  to  offer,  for  his  saying  that  this  character 
was  not  given  to  David  officially  as  a  King,  but  as  a  man. 
It  is  true,  that  when  Samuel  first  applied  the  character  to 
David,  he  had  not  yet  entered  on  his  office;  but  when  it 
was  predicted  that  the  Kingdom  should  not  be  continued 
in  the  family  of  Saul,  because  he  had  violated  the  law, 
and  intmded  himself  into  the  Priest's  duty,  which  did  not 
belong  to  him,  the  Prophet  tells  him  that  "  the  Lord  hath 
sought  him  a  man  after  his  own  heart,"  with  the  express 
design  of  making  him  the  successor  of  Saul,  on  account  of 
his  excellent  and  God-like  disposition.  "  The  Lord  hath 
commanded  him  (this  man  after  his  own  heart)  to  be  Cap- 
tain over  his  people,  because  thou  (Saul)  hath  not  kept 
that  which  the  Lord  commanded  thee."  That  one  man  is 
here  rejected  from  being  a  King,  because  of  his  disobe- 
dience to  God,  and  another  chosen  as  his  successor,  because 
of  his  goodness  of  heart  and  regard  to  religion,  "  is  true,  or 
Scripture  is  false."  But  one  greater  than  Samuel,  even  St. 
Paul,  puts  this  beyond  all  doubt,  and  appropriates  the  en- 
comium to  David,  not  merely  as  a  King  elect,  but  one 
actually  exercising  the  office.  "When  he  had  removed 
him,  (says  the  Apostle,  meaning  Saul,)  he  raised  up  unto 
them  David  to  be  their  King,  to  whom  also  he  gave  testi- 
mony, and  said,  I  have  found  David,  the  son  of  Jesse,  a 
man  after  mine  own  heart,  which  shall  fulfill  all  my  will," 
namely,  in  his  character  of  a  King. 

Numerous  are  the  passages  of  Scripture  wliich  might  be 
brought  to  show  that  the  Almighty  approved  of  David  offi- 
cially as  a  King,  on  account  pf  his  publick  virtues,  and  that 
a  Divine  blessing  was  given  to  the  Jewish  Monarchy,  under 
his  direction.  The  reader  may  consult  2  Samuel,  v.  10, 12, 
viii,  16 ;  Psalm  Ixxviii,  70,  71,  72 ;  Psalm  Ixxxix,  20, 28. 

I  have  now  done  with  our  author  on  this  head,  and  can 
return  one  of  his  polite  expressions — "  I  despise  him," 
equally  as  a  perverter  of  Scripture,  and  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  mixed  Government.  I  am  threatened  with 
being  "  hunted  from  every  lane  and  lurking  hole."  Hunt 
on.  I  skulk  in  no  such  places,  but  keep  the  open  streets. 
"  Wait  a  little,"  say  others,  "  Cato  will  soon  be  found  trip- 
ping, and  stumbling  upon  Tory  doctrine,  the  divine  right  of 
Kings,  non-resistance,  and  the  like."  Well,  gentlemen, 
wait  patiently  till  it  so  happens ;  but  let  me,  in  the  mean 
tune,  have  fair  play.     I  claim  it  of  die  publick,  as  being 
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engaged  in  a  cause  which  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
them  as  well  as  to  myself;  and  while  I  handle  it  decently 
I  can  rely  on  their  candour.  I  have  got  over  what  some 
may  have  viewed  as  the  most  thorny  part  of  my  way  ;  and, 
upon  the  whole  matter,  I  contend  for  this :  That  where  a 
people  are  left  to  choose  their  own  fonns  of  Government,  as 
has  been  the  case  of  all  the  world  for  some  thousand  years, 
there  is  no  particular  denunciation  of  God's  displeasure 
against  any  form,  whether  monarchical  or  democratical,  under 
which  such  a  people  may  think  their  civil  happiness  best 
secured,  and  their  duty  to  God  best  performed. 

Acherky  shall  again  shelter  me  in  tliis  conclusion,  which 
is  the  main  purjiort  of  the  present  letter :  "  Jesiis  Christ 
left  all  the  potentates  of  this  world  and  their  subjects  to 
decide  their  several  rights  by  the  temporal  laws  of  each  na- 
tion ;  and  never  intimated  what  fonn  of  Government  was 
most  convenient  or  eligible."  This  directly  contradicts  our 
autlior,  who  says  that  the  Almighty  has  entered  his  protest 
against  the  particular  form  of  Monarchy.  Yet  Acherky 
was  a  good  Whig,  and  desired  to  leave  Scripture  out  of  the 
institution  of  modem  Governments.  It  might  be  well  for 
the  author  of  Common  Sense  to  follow  the  example  in  his 
future  works,  without  stirring  up  an  old  dispute,  of  which 
our  fathers  were  long  since  wearied. 

It  has  been  asked,  why  does  not  Cato  come  to  the  point? 
he  is  but  yet  in  the  suburbs.  Softly,  gentlemen.  If  this 
be  true,  why  do  you,  who  are  in  the  citadel,  make  such  a 
noise,  and  betray  such  fears  ?  Can  you  not  let  me  pursue 
the  siege  in  my  own  way  ?  I  really  thought  that  if  I  could 
sap  or  overturn  your  foundations,  the  aerial  part  of  your 
fabrick  would  tumble  to  the  ground.  You  call  on  me  to  show 
my  plan.  I  have  done  it ;  and  mentioned  as  such,  a  safe 
return  to  a  connection  with  our  ancient  friends  and  k'mdred, 
accompanied  with  all  the  advantages  we  have  fonnerly  ex- 
perienced, and  perhaps  more ;  which,  I  trust,  are  things  yet 
practicable ;  or,  if  it  should  prove  otherwise,  we  can  lose 
nothing  by  the  exercise  of  deliberation  and  wisdom  in  the 
mean  while.  But  what  have  you  done?  Although  it  was 
incumbent  on  you  to  have  shown  the  advantages  of  your 
plan  to  the  great  and  respectable  number  of  good  men  who 
will  always  be  averse  to  changes,  except  in  the  last  neces- 
sity ;  although  you  ought  to  resolve  their  honest  doubts  con- 
cerning their  future  safety  and  peace,  which  have  been  plen- 
tifially  thrown  out  to  you ;  in  short,  although  you  ought  to 
have  counted  the  cost  of  your  work,  and  have  tried  to 
reconcile  with  your  design  a  multitude  of  interests,  com- 
mercial, political,  and  economical,^ — you  have  only  enter- 
tained us  with  some  loose  declamations  upon  abuses  in  the 
English  Government ;  and  shocked  us,  for  want  of  better 
arguments,  by  a  perversion  of  things  sacred;  filling  the 
papers  with  personal  invectives  and  calumnies  against  all 
who  cannot  swallow,  at  a  venture,  every  crude  notion  which 
you  may  cook  up  as  the  politicks  of  the  day.  This  will  as 
litde  agree  with  the  stomachs  of  others  as  with  mine; 
although  I  have  declared  that,  when  the  last  necessity 
comes,  I  have  no  expedient  in  view  but  to  take  my  chance 
with  you,  for  better  and  for  worse.  p 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO    GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

PhilaJelphia,  April  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  your  letter,  I  laid  the  application 
before  the  Congress,  who  were  pleased,  in  addition  to  the 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  sent  by  Captain  Faulkner,  on 
Monday  last,  to  order  two  hundred  thousand  more,  which  I 
have  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  by  Major  Sherburne. 

Should  the  Paymaster  be  at  Ncio-  York,  please  to  order 
it  to  his  care,  for  the  use  of  the  troops ;  if  not,  you  will 
order  the  money  to  be  improved  for  tlie  same  purpose,  and 
send  a  receipt  for  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 

humble  servant,  ,  xx  n     •  •    , 

John  Hancock,  rresident. 

To  Major-General  Putnam,  at  New-  York. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO   NEW-YORK    CONVENTION. 

Philadelphia,  April  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  It  is  necessary,  in  conducting  the  warlike 
operations  on  the  part  of  America,  to  meet  our  enemy  on 
every  ground,  and  to  defend  ourselves  in  the  best  manner 


we  can,  against  all  attempts,  in  whatever  shape,  to  deprive 
us  of  either  liberty  or  property. 

So  far  are  the  British  Ministry  from  showing  the  least 
relaxation  in  their  barbarous  schemes  of  reducing  the  Ame- 
rican Colonies  to  slavery,  that  they  have  passed  an  act  to 
seize  and  confiscate  our  property  wherever  found  on  tlie 
high  seas.  In  consequence  of  this  measure,  the  Congress 
have  come  to  a  resolution  of  fitting  out  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal ;  the  commission,  instmctions,  and  bond,  pre- 
paratory to  which,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  ;  and 
am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  scr- 

'  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Convention  o( New-York. 


ADRIAN   BANCKER  TO  NEW-YORK    COMMITrfeE    OF    SAFETY. 

Richmond  County,  April  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  This  day  the  Chairman  of  the  Conmiittee 
of  this  County  waited  on  me,  and  informed  me  that  Corne- 
lius Van  Wagenen,  Esq.,  who  was  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  Militia  here,  has  declined  accepting  his  com- 
mission, on  account  of  his  ill  state  of  health ;  which  has 
involved  them  in  some  difficulty,  and  makes  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  Field-Officers  necessary ;  which  they  have  com- 
pleted, as  per  enclosed  list.  And  as  a  little  alteration  in  the 
commissions  may  make  them  sufficient,  I  send  them  here- 
with, as  also  a  Lieutenant's  commission  for  Samuel  Holmes, 
in  the  south  quarter,  who  has  absolutely  refused  serving ; 
wherefore  they  have  chosen  a  William  Lake  to  be  First 
Lieutenant  in  his  stead,  under  Captain  William  Scohy. 

Being  rendered  incapable  of  travelling,  by  the  sciatica, 
causes  me  to  take  this  method,  by  letter,  to  apply  to  you, 
instead  of  waiting  on  you  in  person,  as  duty  and  inclination 
would  have  prompted  me.  And  as  next  Thesday  is  the 
day  appointed  for  the  choice  of  Deputies,  to  sit  in  the  en- 
suing Provincial  Congress,  it  will  save  trouble  to  deliver  the 
commissions  at  that  meeting,  if  they  can  be  conveniently 
sent  in  time.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  safest  way  is  per 
stage,  which  sets  off  from  Paulus  Hook  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, at  dawn  of.  day. 

I  am,  with  due  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  »  „ 

'  Adrian  Bancker. 

To  the  New-York  Committee  of  Safety. 

P.  S.  Past  eight  o'clock,  in  the  evening. — Just  now,  Mr. 
Laicrence  sent  me  a  letter  he  received  from  Mr.  Benson,  re- 
quiring that  our  County  should  be  represented,  to-morrow 
morning,  in  the  Committee  of  Safety ;  and  as  I  am  utterly 
incapable  of  travelling,  I  have  pressed  him,  by  a  few  lines, 
to  give  attendance,  which  I  hope  he  will  comply  with. 

Return  of  Officers  of  the  Militia  of  Richmond  County. 
Abraham  Jones,  Esq.,  First  Colonel,  continues. 
Cornelius  Corsen,  Esq.,  Second  Colonel. 
Jacob  Mersereau,  Esq.,  First  Major. 
Cornelius  Cortelyou,  Esq.,  Second  Major. 
Benjamin  Parker,  Esq.,  Adjutant. 
Harmanus  Garrison,  Esq.,  Quartermaster,  continues. 
Samuel  Holmes  having  refused,  Ji^illiam  Lake  appointed 
in  his  stead  as  First  Lieutenant. 


SAMUEL   BUELL   TO   NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY, 

Huntington,  April  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  After  a  cordial  salutation,  these  will  inform  you  that 
I  left  Easthampton  on  Monday  morning,  after  nine  o'clock. 
No  further  discoveries  were  made  of  the  fleets  mentioned  in 
the  Committee's  letter,  unless  that  considerable  number  of 
shipping  made  a  harbour  at  Fisher's  Island  on  Lord's  day 
evening.  These,  I  suppose,  are  what  we  call  Wallace's 
fleet.  Those  seen  at  sea,  Sunday  afternoon,  perhaps  were 
from  the  M^est-Indics  or  Boston.  By  theii*  clustering  in 
together,  and  frequent  firing,  it  seems  they  were  collecting 
their  scattered  fleet.  We,  sir,  at  the  east  end  of  Long- 
Island,  are  certainly  much  exposed  to  ravages  and  plunder- 
ing, by  the  hand  of  violence.  Whether  we  do  not  greatly 
need  a  regiment  or  two  at  the  east  end,  must  be  submitted 
to  your  superior  wisdom. 

1  am,  sir,  in  great  haste  and  much  respect,  your  obliged 


friend  and  servant. 


To  the  New-York  Committee  of  Safety. 


Samuel  Buell. 
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CAPTAIN    HULBERT    TO   JOHN   McKESSON. 

New- York,  April  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  Captain  Cooper,  the  bearer,  is  waiting,  in  order 
to  get  a  permit  to  take  on  board  a  load  of  provisions ; 
and  the  Committee  of  Safety  not  yet  maicing  a  House,  he 
requests  of  me  to  inform  you  of  his  character.  The  gen- 
tleman belongs  to  Southampton,  and  has,  to  my  knowledge, 
been  employed  in  the  publick  service,  to  carry  provisions 
from  this  to  the  eastward  for  our  Army.  And  whilst  I  acted 
as  a  Committee-man  for  the  town  of  Southampton,  he  al- 
ways appeared  to  act  for  the  publick  good  ;  and  I  give  it  as 
a  private  opinion,  that  he  will  act  with  prudence  and  cau- 
tion, if  he  should  be  permitted  by  your  House  to  take  on 
board  provisions  for  the  distressed  inhabitants  at  Dartmouth, 
or  the  eastern  parts,  &ic.  If  you  can  in  any  way  assist  him 
in  getting  a  permit,  should  take  it  as  a  peculiar  favour,  al- 
though it  is  no  concern  of  mine,  only  to  oblige,  as  far  as  I 
can,  in  my  small  sphere,  every  honest  man  to  serve  himself 
and  country,  fee. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  John  Hulbert. 

To  Mr.  McKesson. 


imagine  no  great  results  ought  to  be  expected  from  them. 
Troops  come  in  to  our  assistance  but  slowly ;  and  a  great 
part  of  those  who  have  arrived  have  been  but  of  very  little 
service,  on  account  of  the  small-pox. 

In  making  out  the  arrangement  of  officers  for  the  two 
regiments  directed  to  be  raised  out  of  the  broken  corps  in 
Canada,  I  promised  them  to  write  to  the  honourable  Con- 
gress, to  exchange  them  for  two  other  regiments  from  the 
Colonies,  which  might  be  sent  into  this  country,  and  their 
places  in  the  Colonies  be  supplied  by  the  two  regiments 
raised  here.  As  the  troops  who  will  compose  these  regi- 
ments have  undergone  great  hardships,  and  have  been  fix)m 
home  near  a  twelvemonth,  (which  is  much  longer  than  they 
expected,)  I  think  their  request  a  reasonable  one,  and  could 
wish  to  have  it  complied  with. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

David  Wooster. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


JONATHAN    LANDON   TO  NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 
Little  Nine  Partners,  April  10,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  I  applied  to  Mr.  Moses  Harris,  who  under- 
took to  make  discovery  of  some  lead  mines  in  the  Nine  Part- 
ners. Mr.  McDonald  and  myself  accompanied  him  to  a 
limestone-kill,  where,  about  twenty  years  since,  a  company 
of  adventurers  had  sunk  several  shafts  or  pits,  in  quest  of 
copper,  as  I  am  informed.  Mr.  McDonald  made  several 
trials  and  discoveries,  both  of  lead  and  copper,  and  has 
drawn  a  report,  the  truth  of  which,  as  far  as  I  could  judge, 
may  be  depended  on.  We  also  applied  to  one  Mr.  Fish, 
on  whose  land  Mr.  Harris  has  made  an  advantageous  dis- 
covery of  lead,  for  leave  to  dig,  but  he  would  not  gratify 
us  ;  so  that  Mr.  Harris's  chief  discovery  was  not  explored 
by  Mr.  McDonald. 

I  am  told  the  mines  are  now  the  property  of  a  company ; 
and  that  some  of  the  family  of  the  late  Colonel  Horsnian,  a 
Mr.  Bogart,  and  Tiebout,  of  New-  York,  are  some  of  them, 
of  whom  it  is  probable  the  Committee  may  be  informed  of 
every  particular. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Landon, 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  New-York. 


colonel    NICOLL  to    JOHN  McKESSON. 

Fort  Constitution,  April  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  understand  there  are  some  new  regiments  to  be 
raised  in  this  Province.  I  have  been  some  months  in  the 
service,  and  am  still  willing  to  be  continued,  if  your  body 
should  think  me  a  proper  person.  Enclosed  you  have  a 
recommendation  from  Mr.  Wisner,  which  he  gave  me  to 
the  Congress.  After  I  received  it,  I  understood  that  there 
had  been  so  many  applications  that  I  thought  it  not  worth  my 
while  to  apply.  If  there  should  be  any  new  regiments  to 
be  raised,  I  would  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  mention  my 
name  to  Congress,  and  make  such  use  of  the  enclosed  as 
you  shall  think  fit. 

From  your  humble  servant,  Isaac  Nicoll. 

To  John  McKesson,  Esq. 


GENERAL    WOOSTER   TO    PRESIDENT    OP    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  4,  1776.] 
Holland-House,  before  Quebcck,  April  10,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  here  about  a  week  ago  ;  and  General  Ar- 
nold, by  his  desire,  sets  off  this  morning  to  supply  my  place 
at  Montreal. 

By  a  return  of  the  state  of  the  Army,  which  General  Ar- 
nold sent,  about  ten  days  since,  to  Mr.  Deane,  you  will  see 
what  we  have  to  rely  upon.  Our  situation  is  truly  very 
disagreeable.  We  have  between  two  and  three  thousand 
mouths  to  fill,  and  not  many  more  than  half  the  number  of 
men  to  do  duty ;  and  many  of  them  expect  to  leave  us  the 
15th  instant.  We  are  erecting  two  or  three  batteries;  but 
our  powder  and  artillery  stores  are  so  trifling,  that  I  rather 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CAPTAIN  OF  MARINES, 
ON  BOARD  THE  SHIP  ALFRED,  DATED  AT  NEW-LONDON, 
APRIL    10,    1776. 

Before  this  comes  to  hand,  I  make  no  doubt  you  will 
have  heard  of  our  arrival  in  this  jxjrt,  and  of  our  engage- 
ment with  the  Glasgow  man-of-war ;  but  as  I  intend  giving 
you  an  account  of  our  cruise,  must  beg  your  patience  for  a 
while  respecting  that  matter.  The  17th  of  February,  left 
Cape-Henlopen,  and  after  a  very  pleasant  passage  of  fifteen 
days,  came  to  anchor  off  the  Island  of  Abaca,  about  seven- 
teen leagues  distance  from  New-Providence,  where  we 
brought  to  several  small  vessels  belonging  to  Providence, 
which  gave  the  Commodore  an  opportunity  of  inquiring  into 
the  state  of  the  Island,  as  to  its  defence ;  and  found  it  very 
well  supplied  with  warlike  stores,  and  an  object  worthy  of 
our  attention,  as  it  was  not  sufficiently  manned  to  give  us 
opposition.  The  vessels  we  then  had  in  our  possession  were 
detained  as  transports,  to  carry  the  Marines  over  to  Provi- 
dence. We  embarked,  and  made  sail  on  Saturday  evening, 
March  2,  and  on  Sunday,  at  two  o'clock,  landed  all  our 
men  (two  hundred  and  seventy  in  number)  under  my  com- 
mand at  the  east  end  of  the  Island,  at  a  place  called  Nezv- 
Guinea.  The  inhabitants  were  very  much  alarmed  at  our 
appearance,  and  supposed  us  to  be  Spaniards,  but  were 
soon  undeceived  after  our  landing.  Just  as  I  had  formed 
the  men,  I  received  a  message  from  the  Governour,  desiring 
to  know  what  our  intentions  were.  I  sent  him  for  answer^ 
to  take  possession  of  all  the  warlike  stores  on  the  Island  be- 
longing to  the  Crown,  but  had  no  design  of  touching  the  pro- 
perty or  hurting  the  persons  of  any  of  the  inhabitants,  unless 
in  our  defence.  As  soon  as  the  messenger  was  gone,  I 
marched  forward  to  take  possession  of  Fort  Montague,  a 
fortification  built  of  stone,  about  half  way  between  our  land- 
ing place  and  the  town.  As  we  approached  the  fort, 
(within  about  a  mile,  having  a  deep  cove  to  go  round,  with 
a  prodigious  thicket  on  one  side  and  the  water  on  the  other, 
entirely  open  to  their  view,)  they  fired  three  twelve-pound 
shot,  which  made  us  halt,  and  consult  what  was  best  to  be 
done ;  we  then  thought  it  more  prudent  to  send  a  flag  tO' 
let  them  know  what  our  designs  were  in  coming  there. 
We  soon  received  an  answer,  letting  us  know  that  it  was  by 
the  Govemour's  orders  that  they  fired.  They  spiked  up 
the  cannon  and  abandoned  the  fort,  and  retired  to  the  fort 
within  the  town.  I  then  marched  and  took  possession  of  it, 
in  which  were  found  seventeen  pieces  of  cannon,  (thirty- 
two,  eighteen,  and  twelve  pounders,)  and  not  much  da- 
maged ;  they  were  spiked  with  nails  and  spikes,  which  are 
easily  taken  out.  I  thought  it  necessary  to  stay  all  night, 
and  refresh  my  men,  who  were  fatigued,  being  on  board  the 
small  vessels,  not  having  a  convenience  either  to  sleep  or 
cook  in.  The  next  morning  by  daylight  we  marched  for- 
ward to  the  town,  to  take  possession  of  the  Govemour's 
house,  which  stands  on  an  eminence,  with  two  four-pound- 
ers, which  commands  the  garrison  and  town.  On  our  march 
I  met  an  express  from  the  Governour,  to  the  same  purport 
as  the  first.  I  sent  him  the  same  answer  as  before.  The 
messenger  then  told  me  I  might  march  into  the  town,  and  if 
I  thought  proper,  into  the  fort,  without  interruption  ;  on 
which  1  marched  into  town.  I  then  drafted  a  guard,  and 
went  up  to  the  Govemour's,  and  demanded  the  keys  of  the 
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fort,  which  were  given  to  me  immediately,  and  then  took 
possession  of  Fort  Nassau.  In  it  there  were  forty  cannon 
mounted,  and  well  located  for  our  reception,  witii  round, 
langridge,  and  canister  shot.  All  this  was  accomplished 
without  firing  a  single  shot  from  our  side.  We  found  in  this 
fort  a  great  quantity  of  shot  and  shells,  with  fifteen  brass 
mortars ;  but  the  grand  article,  powder,  the  Governour  sent 
off  the  night  before,  viz :  one  hundred  and  fifty  casks.  Im- 
mediately after  we  were  in  the  fort,  I  sent  for  the  Governour, 
and  made  him  prisoner  until  the  Commodore  arrived,  which 
was  soon  after.  We  remained  at  Providence  till  we  got  all 
the  stores  on  board  the  fleet,  and  tlien  took  our  departure, 
the  17th  of  March.  We  have  brought  with  us  from  i*rou»- 
dence  the  Governour,  his  Secretarj',  and  one  Mr.  Irving.  Re- 
ceiver-General of  liis  Majesty's  Customs,  who  belongs  to 
SotUh- Carolina. 

On  the  4th  instant,  we  made  the  east  end  of  Long-Island, 
and  discovered  die  Columbus  (who  had  parted  with  us  the 
night  before)  to  windward,  with  a  schooner  of  six  guns,  one 
of  Captain  Wallace's  tenders,  which  she  had  taken  that 
morning.  We  made  Block-Island  in  the  afternoon,  when 
tlie  Commodore  ordered  the  brig  to  stand  in  for  Rhode- 
Island,  to  see  if  any  more  of  the  fleet  were  out,  and  join  us 
the  next  morning ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  but  without 
seeing  any  vessel  except  a  New-York  sloop,  which  Cap- 
tain liiddle  brought  to  the  fleet,  and  after  her  papers  were 
examined,  she  was  released.  At  daylight  we  discovered  a 
brigantine  to  leeward  ;  we  made  sail,  and  soon  came  up  with 
her,  and,  after  a  few  shots,  took  her.  She  proved  to  be  a 
bomb  brigantine  belonging  to  Wallace's  fleet,  mounting  eight 
guns  and  two  howitzers,  commanded  by  one  Snead,  a  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  Navy.  We  continued  to  cruise  all  day  within 
sight  of  Block-Island,  and  in  the  evening  took  a  brigantine 
and  sloop  from  New-  York,  and  have  brought  them  into  port 
with  us,  not  being  satisfied  as  to  their  clearances.  At  sunset 
we  were  twelve  sail  in  all,  and  had  a  very  pleasant  evening. 
At  twelve  o'clock  went  to  bed,  and  at  half  past  one  was 
awakened  by  the  cry  of  "  all  hands  to  quarters."  We  were 
soon  ready  for  action  ;  the  main  body  of  my  company,  with 
my  First  Lieutenant,  was  placed  in  the  barge  on  the  main- 
deck,  the  remaining  part,  with  my  Second  Lieutenant  and 
myself,  on  the  quarter-deck.  We  soon  discovered  a  large 
ship  standing  directly  for  us.  The  Cabot  was  foremost  of 
the  fleet,  our  ship  close  after,  not  more  than  one  hundred 
yards  behind,  but  to  windward  withal.  When  the  brigan- 
tine came  close  up,  she  was  hailed  by  the  ship,  which  we 
then  learned  was  the  Glasgow  man-of-war ;  the  brigantine 
immediately  fired  her  broadside,  and  instandy  received  a 
return  of  twofold,  which,  owing  to  the  weight  of  metal,  da- 
maged her  so  much  in  her  hull  and  rigging,  as  obliged  her 
to  retire  for  a  while  to  refit.  Our  ship  then  came  up,  (not 
having  it  in  our  power  to  fire  a  shot  before  without  hurting 
the  brigantine,)  and  engaged  her  side  by  side  for  three  glasses, 
as  hot  as  possibly  could  be  on  both  sides.  The  first  broad- 
side she  fired,  my  Second  Lieutenant  fell  dead  close  by  my 
side ;  he  was  shot  by  a  musket-ball  through  the  head.  In 
him  I  have  lost  a  worthy  officer,  sincere  friend  and  compa- 
nion, that  was  beloved  by  all  the  ship's  company.  Unfor- 
tunately for  us,  our  tiller-rope  and  main-brace  were  shot 
away  soon  after  the  firing  began,  which  caused  the  ship  to 
broach  to,  and  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  raking 
fore  and  aft.  The  battle  continued  till  daylight,  at  which 
time  the  Glasgow  made  all  the  sail  she  could  crowd,  and 
stood  in  for  Newport ;  and  our  rigging  was  so  much  hurt, 
that  we  could  not  make  sail  in  time  to  come  up  with  her 
again.  At  sunrise,  the  Commodore  made  the  signal  to  give 
over  the  chase,  he  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  risk  our  prizes 
near  the  land,  lest  the  whole  fleet  should  come  out  of  the 
harbour.  The  Glasgow  continued  firing  signal  guns  tlie 
whole  day  after. 

In  the  action  I  lost  three  of  my  people  out  of  twelve  that 
were  on  die  quarter-deck,  and  two  othei-s,  who  were  in  the 
barge,  were  slightly  wounded.  Captain  Hopkins,  of  the 
Cabot,  is  wounded,  his  Master  killed,  and  die  Second  Lieu- 
tenant of  Marines  wounded,  and  since  dead.  Ujxjn  the 
whole,  it  was  a  very  hot  engagement,  in  which  our  ship  and 
the  brig  were  much  damaged  ;  but  we  have  this  consolation, 
that  tlie  enemy  is  full  as  badly  off;  for  by  several  expresses 
from  Rhode-Island,  we  are  assured  that  it  was  with  much 
difficulty  she  got  into  port,  both  pumps  gouig.  We  are  now, 
thank  God,  in  harbour,  and  shall  stay  some  lime  to  refit. 


GEORGE    DASHIELI,   TO   MAHTLAND    COITNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

April  II,  177fi. 

Gentlemen  :  I  took  the  liberty,  some  time  since,  of  in- 
forming you  of  a  Company  of  Militia,  in  the  First  Battalion 
of  this  Province,  being  dissatisfied  with  the  appointment  of 
their  commissioned  officers,  whereupon  the  Captain  {George 
Wailcs)  resigned  his  commission,  and  the  company  elected 
by  ballot  their  officers,  a  certificate  of  which  was  transmit- 
ted to  the  Council ;  but  in  answer,  I  was  informed  that  the 
Council  did  not  think  it  regular  to  issue  new  commissions 
until  those  issued  by  Convention  were  returned  to  them.  I 
beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  upon  Captain  Waiks's  resig- 
nation, he  delivered  me  his  commission,  and  that  I  have  by 
some  means  or  other  misplaced  it,  and  have  not  been  able  to 
lay  my  hands  on  it  since.  But  as  Mr.  Wailes  is  not  in 
possession  of  the  commission  issued  by  Convention,  1  hope 
its  not  being  returned  to  the  Council  will  be  no  obstacle  to 
tlieir  issuing  a  new  one  for  the  gentleman  who  was  returned 
in  the  certificate.  Mr.  JVilson,  who  was  appointed  Ensign 
to  that  company,  has  likewise  resigned ;  his  commission  I 
have  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  genflemen,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  ^  -rv 

'  George  Uashiell. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


M.UIYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN    HINDMAN. 

[No.  114.]  Annapolis,  April  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  shall  send  the  arms  and  ammunition  to  Chester- 
town  to-morrow,  or  the  day  following,  with  directions  to 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Hands  (who  are  now  there)  to  distribute 
them  agreeable  to  our  instructions,  and  to  see  tliat  no  pre- 
ference is  given  therein.     We  are,  &;c. 

To  Captain  Jam£s  Hindman. 


JOHN   GIBSON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  April  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  1  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of  this  day, 
informing  me  the  honourable  Congress  had  appointed  me 
Auditor-General  of  the  Publick  Accounts,  with  a  salar}'  of 
one  thousand  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  dollai-s  per  annum. 

I  beg  leave  to  thank  you  and  that  honourable  body  for 
the  honour  they  have  conferred  upon  me ;  and  accepting  of 
the  charge,  to  assure  the  Congress  my  best  abilities  shall  be 
eXerted  in  their  service,  in  this  and  every  other  of  their 
commands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most  profound  respect, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

John  Gibson. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

LANCASTER    (PENNSYLVANIA)  COMMITTEE    TO    PRESIDENT 
OF    CONGRESS. 

Lancaster,  April  1 1,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  officers  of  the  Seventh  and  Twenty- 
Sixth  Regiments,  with  those  of  the  Royal  Emigrants,  and 
Captain  Chace,  of  the  Navy,  having  been  lately  removed 
from  hence  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  under  the 
direction  of  the  honourable  the  Congress,  to  the  towns  of 
York  and  Carlisle,  in  this  Province,  without  having  it  in 
their  power  (as  we  have  reason  to  believe  in  respect  to  some 
of  them)  to  discharge  the  moneys  due  for  their  lodgings  and 
diet  at  the  house  where  they  lodged  and  messed  in  this  town  ; 
and  the  pereons  who  have  demands  against  those  gentlemen 
for  these  articles,  having  laid  their  accounts  before  this  Com- 
mittee, and  requested  the  assistance  of  the  Committee  in 
procuring  them  their  moneys,  we  are  obliged  to  trouble  the 
honourable  the  Congress  with  a  state  of  the  demands  and 
accounts  of  these  persons,  and  request  their  direction  in  the 
matter,  that  these  creditoi-s  of  the  officers  (some  of  whom, 
especially  those  whose  claims  are  the  greatest,  are  not  in  the 
most  easy  circumstances)  may  have  their  demands  adjusted 
and  paid. 

Tliis  Committee,  gentlemen,  are  in  some  sort  interested  in 
this  affiiir.  The  officers,  when  brought  to  this  town  by 
Captain  Moit,  were  placed  by  him  in  the  houses  of  Messrs. 
Matthias  Slough  and  Adam  Reigart,  whose  accounts,  we 
understand,  have  been  transmitted  to  Congress,  and  are 
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therefore  not  taken  notice  of  here.  After  those  gentlemen 
had  entertained  and  provided  for  the  officers  a  considerable 
time,  they  found  it  very  inconvenient,  and  requested  their  re- 
moval. The  officers  took  great  pains  to  provide  themselves 
with  lodgings  and  accommodations,  but  without  success. 
The  gentleman  with  whom  they  were  fii-st  placed,  at  length 
absolutely  refused  to  provide  for  them  any  longer,  and  ap- 
plied to  the  Committee  to  relieve  them.  Tiie  officers  in 
this  situation  likewise  addressed  the  Committee,  represent- 
ing the  difficulties  they  were  subjected  to,  every  moment  in 
expectation  of  being  turned  out  of  doors,  and  having  notice 
that  no  more  provisions  would  be  dressed  for  them.  To 
gentlemen  in  that  delicate  situation,  though  enemies,  we 
could  not  avoid  rendering  every  service  in  our  power.  We 
made  interest  with  some  of  the  inhabitants  to  afford  them 
private  lodgings,  with  firewood  and  candles,  at  their  private 
houses,  where  they  lodged  and  breakfasted,  attended  by  their 
own  servants ;  and  as  it  was  inconvenient  for  private  fami- 
lies to  dress  dinners  and  suppers  for  them,  we  prevailed  upon 
Mr.  John  Jordan  (whose  demand  is  the  most  considerable) 
to  mess  them  at  his  house  ;  and  though  we  did  not  absolute- 
ly engage  for  the  payment  of  their  demands,  yet  we  assured 
them  of  our  influence  in  procuring  them  satisfaction,  in  case 
the  officers  should  be  unable  to  pay  them.  We  have  the 
greatest  reason  to  believe  these  assurances  from  us  were 
their  principal  inducement  to  entertain  those  gentlemen. 
They  now  resort  to  us,  and  we  must  look  up  to  the  honour- 
able the  Congress. 

We  must  do  that  justice  to  the  officers  of  the  Seventh 
Regiment,  to  mention  that  none  of  these  demands  relate  to 
that  corps,  except  the  trifling  sum  of  six  pounds  ten  shil- 
lings due  Michael  Bartgis,  and  part  of  the  demand  of  fVeit- 
zell  and  Moore,  for  Captain  rieiumarch  and  Lieutenant 
Hughes,  and  that  the  residue  is  entirely  for  the  lodgings 
and  accommodations  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment  and 
Emigrants. 

The  Committee  have  been  highly  honoured,  and  very 
happy  in  the  testimonials  they  have  received  of  the  appro- 
bation of  Congress,  respecting  their  former  conduct  towards 
the  officers  and  soldiers  prisoners  here.  We  could  not  be 
idle  spectators  of  the  distresses  these  gendemen  were  re- 
duced to.  We  could  not,  as  a  Committee,  avoid  taking  no- 
tice of  their  application ;  neither  could  we  place  them  in  a 
situation  which  would  have  been  less  expensive,  without 
treating  them  in  a  manner  different  from  that  recommended 
to  us  by  the  honourable  the  Congress,  who,  we  hope,  will 
suffer  our  conduct  in  the  present  case'  to  pass  without  cen- 
sure, and  order  in  what  manner  these  people's  demands  are 
to  be  satisfied. 

We  beg  leave  to  ask  if  the  former  resolve  of  Congress, 
permitting  the  officers  to  come  at  times  from  their  places  of 
residence  to  Lancaster,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  with  and 
paying  their  men,  and  giving  the  necessary  receipts  for  their 
rations,  is  to  be  deemed  still  in  force  ;  and  whether,  upon  ap- 
plication of  the  soldiers  for  shoes,  or  any  necessary  clothing, 
(those  ap])lications  now  becoming  frequent,)  this  Committee 
shall  provide  them  at  the  Continental  expense. 

We  shall  steadily  persist  in  carrying  into  execution  every 
resolve  of  the  honourable  the  Congress,  and  be  strictly  at- 
tentive to  their  directions  and  recommendations. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servants, 

J.  Yeates,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

State  of  the  demands  of  sundry  persons  in  Lancaster,  who 
have  Accounts  against  the  Officers  of  the  Seventh  and 
Twenty-Sixth  Regiments,  Royal  Emigrants,  and  Cap- 
tain Chace,  of  the  Navy,  late  prisoners  at  Lancaster, 
now  removed  to  York  and  Carlisle  ;  referred  to  in  the 
Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Lancaster  County  to  the 
honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  of  April  11, 
1776: 

John  Jordan's  demand  for  diet,  &;c.,  being 
the  Mess-House  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  and 
Emigrants, £168     3   10 

For  a  cord  of  wood  for  Captain  Livingston,  0  14     0 

Caleb  Coope's  demand  for  a  room,  fire,  can- 
dles, &ic.,  for  Captain  Livingston,  of  the 
Twenty-Sixth, 2140 


Henry  Helm's  demand  for  room,  fire,  can- 
dles, &,c.,  for  Lieutenant  Thompson,  of 

the  Twenty-Sixth, £2     7     9 

Eberhart  MichaeVs  demand  for  a  room,  fire, 

candles,  Sic,  for  Lieutenant  Thomas,  of 

the  Twenty-Sixdi, 4     2     0 

Michael  Burtgis's  demand  for  a  room,  fire, 

candles,  &,c.,  for  Lieutenants  Despart,  of 

the  Seventh,  and Andre,  of  the  Se- 
venth,        6  10     0 

Paul  WeitzeWs  demand  for  a  room,  fire, 

candles,  &c.,  for  Captain  Strong,  of  the 

Twenty-Sixth,  and  Lieutenant  Hughes, 

of  the  Seventh, 6  10     7 

Adam  Reigart's  demand  for  a  room,  fire, 

candles,  he,  for  Ensign  Gordon,  of  the 

Twenty-Sixth, 3  18     9 

George  Moore's  demand  for  a  room,  fire, 

candles,  &,c.,  for  Captam  Newmarch,  of 

the  Seventh,       -.-.....  520 


Certified  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

J.  Yeates,  Chairman. 


COMMISSION    rOR    A    PRIVATEER. 

In  Congress. — The  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of 
New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bat,  Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  Counties  q/" New-Castle,  Kent  and  Sussex  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina,  and  Georgia  : 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  send  greeting : 
Know  ye, 

That  we  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant, 
license  and  authority  to  John  Adams,  Mariner,  commander 
of  the  sloop  called  Chance,  of  the  burden  of  forty-five  tons, 
or  thereabouts,  belonging  to  Joseph  Dean,  Philip  Moore 
8f  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia, 
mounting  four  guns,  and  navigated  with  forty-five  men,  to 
fit  out  and  set  forth  the  said  sloop,  in  a  warlike  manner,  £md 
by  and  with  the  said  sloop,  and  the  crew  thereof,  by  force 
of  arms,  to  attack,  seize,  and  take  the  ships  and  other  ves- 
sels belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  or  any 
of  them,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  loading, 
on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high  water  and  low  water 
mark,  and  to  bring  the  same  into  some  convenient  Ports  in 
the  Colonies,  in  order  that  the  Courts,  which  are  or  shall  be 
appointed  to  hear  and  determine  causes,  civil  and  maritime, 
may  proceed  in  due  form  to  condemn  the  said  captures,  if 
they  be  judged  lawful  prizes  ;  the  said  Joseph  Dean  4"  Co. 
having  given  bond,  with  sufficient  security,  that  nothing  be 
done  by  said  commander,  or  any  of  the  officers,  mariners, 
or  company  thereof,  contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  with  the 
usage  and  customs  of  civilized  nations,  and  the  instructions, 
(a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  delivered  to  him.)  And  we 
will  and  require  all  our  officers  whatever  to  give  succour 
and  assistance  to  the  said  commander  in  the  premises.  This 
commission  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  Congress  shall 
issue  orders  to  the  contrary. 

Dated  at  Philadelphia,  April  11,  1776. 


By  order  of  Congress : 


John  Hancock,  President. 
John  Adams. 


TO  THE  people  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. LETTER  VII. 

Philadelphia,  April  11,  1776. 

The  author  of  Comman  Sense  does  not  trust  wholly  to  his 
Scripture  doctrines  for  the  demolition  of  Monarchical  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  indeed,  how  could  he  ?  For  lie  seems  only  to 
have  begun  his  study  of  the  Bible  "since  the  fatal  19th  of 
April,  1775."  Before  that  period,  as  he  eloquently  tells 
us,  "  no  man  was  a  warmer  wisher  to  reconcUiation  (with 
Monarchical  Government)  dian  himself."  It  may  be  proper, 
then,  to  take  some  notice  of  what  he  offers  by  way  of  ar- 
gument against  Monarchy,  and  particularly  the  hereditary 
kind. 

"  If  hereditary  successions,"  says  he,  (meaning  succes- 
sion to  Monarchical  Government,)  "  did  insure  a  race  of  good 
men,  it  would  have  the  seal  of  Divine  autliority."     Thus 
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we  find  him,  with  his  own  hand,  affixinji;  the  seal  of  Hea- 
ven to  what  he  has  before  told  us  the  Devil  invented,  and 
the  Almighty  entered  his  protest  as^ainst.  A  strange  incon- 
sistencv,  as  well  as  heterodoxy  !  For,  if  Monairhy  be  from 
hell,  and  reprobated  by  Heaven,  how  can  a  succession  to  it 
be  sanctified  by  the  authority  of  everlasting  goodness  ? 

He  finds  another  curious  argument  against  the  English 
Monairhy,  in  particular,  i)y  tracing  it  to  the  rascally  original 
of  a  French  Bastard.  Yet,  in  tiie  estimation  of  many,  this 
will  prove  as  little  against  the  institution  itself,  as  it  would 
prove  against  this  author's  arguments,  or  mine,  in  the  present 
controversy,  if  both  of  us  were  discovered,  not  only  to  have 
sprung  from  bastards,  but  to  be  such  ourselves.  The  family 
escutcheon  that  is  w  ithout  a  blot,  must  be  but  of  very  fresh 
date.  The  rest  of  his  arguments  appear  nothing  better 
than  these,  even  where  he  displays  his  whole  force,  in  lay- 
ing before  us  tiie  materials  of  the  English  Constitution, 
under  different  heads. 

"  First.  The  remains  of  Monarchal  tyranny,  in  the  per- 
son of  the  King.  Secondly.  The  remains  of  Aristocratical 
tyranny,  in  the  persons  of  the  Peers.  Thirdly.  The  new 
Republican  materials,  in  the  persons  of  the  Commons." 
These,  he  intimates,  may  be  virtuous ;  but  he  should  liave 
made  them  as'  tyrannical  as  the  others,  so  far  as  these  Colo- 
nies are  concerned  ;  else  what  are  we  contending  for  against 
them  ? 

Alas  !  what  more  than  Augean  labour  have  I  undertaken, 
in  attempting  to  answer  a  writer,  who,  under  the  specious 
name  of  Common  Sense,  is  constantly  dealing  out  paradoxes, 
and  setting  himself  up,  not  only  in  contradiction  to  the  sober 
sentiments  of  the  wisest  of  mankind,  but  often  in  contradic- 
tion to  himself?  Can  any  man  expect  credit  who  will 
gravely  assert  that  a  people,  long  famed  for  wisdom  and 
love  of  liberty,  would  have  employed  themselves  for  a  thou- 
sand years  in  compounding  and  rearing  up  a  Constitution 
out  of  the  materials  of  the  different  simple  forms  of  Govern- 
ment, and,  all  the  while,  have  selected  nothing  but  the 
tyrannical  remains  of  each  ?  To  reason  with  such  a  writer 
would  be  lost  labour.  Some  assertions  are  too  absurd  for 
the  possibility  of  refutation.  The  rules  of  logick  canrtot 
lay  hold  of  them. 

In  such  a  case,  the  best  answer  that  can  be  given  is,  to 
lay  before  the  reader  a  true  account  of  the  English  Consti- 
tution, the  praises  of  which  have  adorned  and  filled  the 
volumes  of  the  greatest  men  in  our  own  and  other  coun- 
tries. In  this  part  of  my  work,  therefore,  I  shall  have  little 
more  to  do  than  to  copy  them ;  and  as  the  sentiments  of 
foreigners  may  be  deemed  more  impartial  than  our  own,  I 
shall  take  one  of  the  greatest  of  them — the  illustrious  Mon- 
tesquieu— for  my  chief  guide.  But  as  this  truly  enlightened 
genius,  with  the  dignity  of  a  profound  lawgiver,  delivers 
himself  almost  in  the  concise  style  of  aphorisms,  that  he 
may  be  more  useful  to  men  whose  clear  and  comprehensive 
understanding  renders  them  fit  for  the  like  office  themselves, 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  I  shall  endeavour  to  con- 
vey the  substance  of  his  doctrines,  in  the  most  familiar  style, 
retaining,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  his  sense  and  spirit.  I  shall 
likewise  venture  sometimes  to  make  a  few  additions,  either 
for  illustration,  or  to  bring  his  general  principles  more  closely 
home  to  the  English  Constitution. 

There  is  certainly  something  too  venerable  in  a  fabrick 
built  up  with  so  much  care  by  our  ancestors,  cemented  with 
so  much  blood,  and  to  which  they  have  adhered  for  so  many 
ages,  to  be  lightly  given  up,  upon  the  partial  representations, 
or  general  invectives  of  any  writer,  or  number  of  writers, 
arguing  from  the  abuse  of  things  against  the  use  of  them. 
We  would  not  lock  ourselves  out  of  an  old  habitation,  till 
we  had  provided  a  new  and  better  one ;  nor  part  with  a 
common  friend  upon  the  jwssionate  accusations  of  an  avow- 
ed enemy,  without  hearing  what  he  could  say  in  his  defence, 
and  giving  him  a  fair  trial.  For,  at  this  rate,  we  could  have 
nothing  of  the  least  stability  or  permanency  upon  earth ; 
and  our  whole  lives  would  be  employed  in  making  and  un- 
making, building  up  and  pulling  down,  without  ever  reaping 
the  smallest  fruit  of  our  labours. 

The  author  of  Common  Sense  stands  singular  in  his  rage 
for  condemning  the  English  Constitution  in  the  lump,  and 
the  administration  of  it  from  the  beginning.  The  immortal 
Sydney  himself  gives  it  a  different  character,  and  speaks 
with  reverence  of  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors.  "  They  evi- 
dently appear,  (says  he,)  not  only  to  have  intended  well,  but 


to  have  taken  a  right  course  to  accomplish  what  they  intend- 
ed. This  had  eflbct  as  long  as  the  cause  continued ;  and 
the  only  fault  which  can  be  ascribed  to  that  which  they  es- 
tablished is,  that  it  has  not  proved  to  be  perpetual,  which  is 
no  more  than  may  be  justly  said  of  the  best  human  Consti- 
tutions that  ever  have  been  in  the  world.  If  we  will  be 
just  to  our  ancestors  it  will  become  us,  in  our  time,  rather  to 
pursue  what  we  know  they  intended,  and  by  new  Constitu- 
tions to  repair  the  breaches  made  u|xm  the  old,  than  to 
accuse  them  of  defects  that  will  forever  attend  the  actions 
of  men." 

Monicsquieu  himself,  in  the  cool  moments  of  philosophi- 
cal reflection,  unbiased  by  local  prejudices,  and  remote,  both 
in  time  and  jilace,  from  the  scenes  he  describes,  has  given 
us  an  instmctive  lesson  on  this  head.  "A  very  droll  spec- 
tacle (says  he)  it  was  in  the  last  century,  to  behold  the 
impotent  efforts  the  English  made  for  the  establishment  of 
Democracy  or  Republican  Government.  The  spirit  of  one 
faction  was  suppressed  only  by  that  of  a  succeeding  faction. 
The  Government  was  continually  changing.  The  people, 
amazed  at  so  many  revolutions,  sought  everywhere  for  a 
Democracy,  without  being  able  to  find  it  anywhere.  At 
length,  after  a  series  of  tumultuary  motions  and  violent 
shocks,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  that  very  Go- 
vernment which  they  had  so  odiously  proscribed." 

Every  Government,  in  order  to  be  complete,  must  have 
within  itself  the  ))ower  of  preserving  its  being,  as  well  as 
pursuing  its  well-being.  And  such  a  power  necessarily  im- 
plies three  things:  1st,  Legislation,  or  the  making  laws  and 
regulations  for  the  good  of  the  community  ;  2d,  The  exe- 
cution of  these  laws ;  3dly,  The  judging  when  they  are 
duly  executed,  and  punishing  offenders.  The  great  object 
of  the  whole  is  political  liberty,  which  Montesquieu  defines, 
"  that  tranquillity  or  peace  of  mind  arising  from  the  opinion 
each  person  has  of  his  safety.  In  order  to  have  this  liberty, 
it  is  requisite  that  the  Government  be  so  constituted,  as  one 
man  need  not  be  afraid  of  another,"  *  either  in  r&spect  of 
his  person  or  property.  Every  man's  own  feelings  can  tell 
him  that  this  is  a  true  definition. 

But  the  union  of  these  three  powers — the  Legislative,  tlie 
Executive,  and  Judicial,  in  one  man,  or  any  number  of  men, 
is  not  liberty,  but  tyranny  complete ;  because  there  can  be 
no  safety  for  individuals  in  such  a  case,  unless  goodness 
were  always  united  with  power ;  which  is  not  to  be  looked 
for,  except  under  the  perfect  government  of  Heaven.  "It 
is  a  mistake,  (says  the  great  Mr.  Locke,)  to  think  that  this 
fault  (the  abuse  of^  power)  is  proper  only  to  Monarchies. 
Other  forms  of  Government  are  liable  to  it  as  well  as  that ; 
for  wherever  the  power  that  is  put  into  any  hands  for  the 
government  of  the  people,  and  the  preservation  of  their 
properties,  is  applied  to  other  ends,  and  made  use  of  to  im- 
poverish, harass,  or  subdue  them  to  the  arbitrary  and  irregu- 
lar commands  of  those  that  have  it,  there  it  presently  be- 
comes tyranny,  whether  those  that  use  it  are  one  or  many. 
Thus  we  read  of  thirty  tyrants  at  Athens,  as  well  as  one  at 
Syraaise ;  and  the  intolerable  dominion  of  the  Decemviri,  or 
ten  men  at  Rome,  was  nothing  better.  Wherever  law  ends 
tyranny  begins." 

Even  the  union  of  but  any  two  of  these  powers,  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  for  example,  in  one  man,  or  body 
of  men,  would  leave  no  chance  for  liberty ;  because  they 
who  make  the  laws,  being  also  to  execute  them,  they  would 
be  led  to  frame  oppressive  laws  for  the  sake  of  the  power 
and  wealth  whicii  they  might  derive  to  themselves  by  car- 
rying such  laws  into  execution. 

Again,  there  is  no  liberty  if  the  power  of  judging  be  not 
separated  from  both  the  other  ])owers.  For  where  the  same 
persons  who  make  the  laws  are  either  to  execute  them,  or 
to  judge  of  their  execution,  the  life  and  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject are  wholly  at  their  mercy.  These  principles  are  gene- 
ral, and  they  may  now  be  applied  to  particular  examples. 

"  In  Turkey  these  three  powers  are  united  in  the  Sultan's 
person,  and  therefore  the  subjects  groan  under  the  weight 
of  a  most  frightful  oppression." 

"In  the  Republicks  of  Italy,  where  these  three  powers 
are  united  in  a  standing  body  of  Magistrates,  diere  is  less 
liberty  than  in  our  Monarchies ;"  meaning  those  of  France, 
Spain,  he.  "  Their  Government  is  obliged  to  have  re- 
course to  as  violent  measures  for  its  support  as  even  that  of 
the  Turks."  What  a  situation  must  the  poor  subject  be  in, 
•  Montetquieu,  B.  XI.  ch.  6. 
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in  these  Republicks !  The  same  Magistrates,  as  a  body,  are 
absolute  in  everything.  By  having  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  they  possess  whatever  povvei-s  they  are  pleased  to  give 
themselves  in  making  them.  They  may  plunder  the  State 
without  control ;  for  they,  first  of  all,  in  the  character  of 
lawgivers,  appoint  what  taxes  they  please ;  and,  being  also 
the  executors  of  the  laws,  these  taxes  come  into  their  own 
hands,  and  may  be  put  into  their  own  pockets.  Being  like- 
wise themselves  judges,  amidst  all  these  oppressions,  no  man 
can  have  a  remedy  against  them,  and  "  every  private  citizen 
may  be  ruined  by  their  particular  decisions.  Although  in 
such  a  State  there  is  no  external  pomp  (such  as  arbitrary 
Princes  have)  that  indicates  tyranny  or  despotick  sway," 
yet  the  people  know  it  by  a  surer  mark — "they  feel  it 
every  moment."  Even  at  Venice,  where  the  power  of  the 
Magistracy  is  said  to  be  somewhat  softened,  by  having  dif- 
ferent tribunals  erected,  which  temper  each  other,  there  is 
still  this  mischief,  "that  these  tribunals  are  coinposed  of 
Magistrates  all  belonging  to  the  same  body,  which  consti- 
tutes almost  one  and  the  same  power,"  unaccountable  to 
any  other. 

These  three  powers  ought,  then,  for  the  preservation  of 
liberty,  to  be  lodged  in  separate  bodies,  and  made  to  control 
each  other.  Montesquieu  adds,  that  for  the  greater  safety, 
the  judicial  power  ought  not  to  be  given  to  a  standing  Senate ; 
but  that  the  judges  should  be  of  the  same  station  as  the  ac- 
cused ;  or,  in  other  words,  their  peers — amenable  to  the 
law ;  only  its  mouth,  and  guided  wholly  by  its  decisions ; 
that,  in  criminal  cases  especially,  it  is  proper  the  person  ac- 
cused should  have  the  privilege  of  choosing,  in  some  measure, 
his  judges,  (that  is,  in  our  Constitution,  a  Jury,)  in  concur- 
rence with  the  law,  or  at  least  he  should  have  a  right  to 
except  against  so  great  a  number  that  the  remainder  may 
be  deemed  his  own  choice. 

The  application  of  these  general  doctrines  to  the  English 
Constitution,  the  corruptions  that  have  crept  into  it,  with  the 
power  left  in  the  people  for  bringing  it  back  to  its  first  prin- 
ciples, and  rendering  it  safer  for  us  than  any  other  we  can 
probably  substitute  in  its  room,  are  important  subjects,  and 
too  copious  to  be  discussed  b  this  letter.  ^  """ 
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GLOUCESTER  COUNTy  (nEW-JERSEY)  COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation 
April  11,  1776. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress  did  lately  resolve, 
"  That  if  any  person  shall  be  so  lost  to  all  virtue  and  re- 
gard for  this  country  as  to  refuse  to  receive  the  Bills  of  Cre- 
dit emitted  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  or  should  obstruct 
or  discourage  the  currency  thereof,  and  be  convicted  by  the 
Committee  of  the  City,  County,  or  District,  where  he  should 
reside,  such  person  should  be  deemed,  published,  and  treat- 
ed as  an  enemy  of  this  country,  and  be  precluded  from  all 
trade  or  intercoui-se  with  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies :" 
And  whereas  Lucas  Gibbs,  of  the  Township  of  Deptford, 
in  the  County  of  Gloucester,  Blacksmith,  being  charged  with 
a  breach  of  this  resolve,  in  refusing  to  receive  the  above 
Bills  of  Credit,  and  the  said  Lucas  Gibbs  appearing  before 
the  Committee  of  the  County  aforesaid,  and  being  charged 
with  said  breach,  acknowledged  the  same,  and  alleged,  in 
his  defence,  scruples  of  conscience  thereupon,  as  being 
money  emitted  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  war  against 
Government : 

The  Committee,  pursuant  to  the  tnist  reposed  in  them, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  charge  and  defence ;  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  as  such  charge  appears  to  be.  true,  and  there  being 
no  exception  made  by  Congress,  and  as  such  conduct  tends 
to  subvert  the  most  essential  rights  and  liberties  of  their  fel- 
low-citizens, and  the  freedom  of  America,  and,  by  destroy- 
ing the  means  of  defence,  to  ex[x)se  their  lives  and  proper- 
ties to  unavoidable  ruin,  it  ought  not  to  be  admitted.  And 
it  appearing,  by  his  own  acknowledgment,  that  he  has  here- 
tofore received,  and  still  continues  to  receive  Bills  of  Credit 
emitted  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Pro\'!nces,  though  fre- 
quently issued  for  the  purpose  of  war,  his  objection  being 
ill-founded,  and  the  present  pretence  inconsistent  with  his 
Ibrmer  conduct ;  this  Committee  do  unanimously  hold  up 
to  the  world  the  said  Lucas  Gibbs  as  an  enemy  to  his  coun- 
try, and  precluded  from  all  trade  or  intercourse  with  the  in- 
habitants of  these  Colonies. 

By  order  of  the  Committee :      j^^^^^.^  jjugg,  Ckrk. 


TO    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    NEW-YORK. 

When  we  remember  that  there  is  no  principle  in  divinity 
or  morality,  in  law  or  physick,  but  what  has  been  contro- 
verted by  some  from  interest  or  prejudice,  and  that  with 
some  plausibility,  we  need  not  bo  greatly  surprised  to  find, 
that  notwithstanding  the  very  general  approbation  which 
Common  Sense  and  Independence  have  met  with  in  these 
Colonies,  some  few  should  rise  up  and  oppose  them.  What 
plainer  dictate  of  reason,  than  that  the  mother  and  child  are 
akin  ?  Yet  there  have  been  learned,  ingenious  lawyers,  who 
have  argued  against  this  with  as  much  plausibleness  as  to 
persuade  Courts  that  they  were  not  akin,  and  to  give  a  de- 
cision against  it.  What  is  more  evident  in  religion,  morality, 
and  politicks,  than  that  corruption  and  bribery  are  not  for 
the  good  of  the  nation,  and  that  it  is  very  destructive  for 
placemen  and  pensioners  to  have  seats  in  Pariiament  ?  But 
though  it  has  been  often  attempted  to  exclude  them,  yet  it 
has  always  been  negatived.  It  is  the  interest  of  the  Court, 
and  these  Court  members,  to  allow  them,  and  therefore  rea- 
son and  good  policy  are  not  regarded.  Such  Americans  as 
depend  upon,  or  have  expectations  from  the  British  Court, 
most  certainly  will  be  against  separation,  since,  as  Demetrius 
of  old  (a  man  who  understood  himself  well)  observed,  with 
great  propriety,  "  by  this  we  have  our  wealth." 

It  is  supposed,  not  without  reason,  that  some  of  the  most 
zealous  op  posers  of  Common  Sense  are  secret  enemies  to 
this  country — Tories  in  disguise,  who,  finding  that  toryism 
is  become  obnoxious,  have  chosen  dependance  as  a  more  ad- 
vantageous post  from  which  they  may,  with  greater  reputa- 
tion and  success,  promote  divisions,  and  defeat  all  the  mea- 
sures the  Colonies  have  concerted.  Hence  it  is  observed, 
that  all  who  were  suspected  to  be  Tories  are  now  fierce  for 
reconciliation,  and  pretend  to  be  dreadfully  afraid  at  the 
mention  of  Independence.  They  have  changed  their  ground, 
but  not  their  principles.  Others  are  influenced  by  motives 
not  so  unfriendly  to  their  country,  viz :  ignorance  and  cus- 
tom ;  as  multitudes  in  Popish  countries  are  prejudiced  agmnst 
Protestants  and  reformation. 

The  British  Constitution  has  been  mightily  extolled. 
But  by  whom  ?  By  Court  Bishops  and  their  dependants  ; 
by  Court  lawyers  and  their  dependants  ;  by  placemen  and 
pensioners.  "  For  by  this  we  have  our  .wealth."  But  not- 
withstanding all  the  praises  which  such  gentry,^  the  great 
leaders  of  the  nation,  have  lavished  upon  the  British  Con- 
stitution, any  person  of  candour,  who  shall  examine  it  with 
impartiality,  must  soon  be  convinced  that  it  is  far  from  de- 
serving any  great  commendation.  To  pass  over  the  great 
imperfections  of  Kingly  Government  and  hereditary  succes- 
sion, and  the  enormous  expense  which  Courts  require  to 
support  their  extravagance,  to  the  great  oppression  of  the 
industrious  poor ;  what  right  from  Scripture,  or  reason,  has 
the  King  to  assume  the  arrogant  title  of  Head  of  the  Church, 
and  to  act  in  that  capacity,  when  it  often  happens  that  he 
is  not  qualified  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church  ?  Was  it 
not  the  most  absurd  thing  in  the  worid  that  King  James 
the  Second,  a  professed  Papist,  should  be  the  head  of  the 
Protestant  Church  of  England,  to  which  he  was  the  most 
determined  enemy  ?  or  that  an  infant,  or  a  woman,  should  be 
invested  with  this  prerogative  ?  According  to  the  custom, 
(derived  not  from  reason,  but  from  the  feudal  tenures.)  the 
lands  descend  to  the  eldest  sons,  who  may  indulge  them- 
selves in  the  greatest  profusion,  while  all  the  rest  of  the 
children  are  left  to  shift  for  themselves.  God  Altnighty  is 
no  respecter  of  persons  ;  but  the  British  Constitution  gives 
to  some  to  wallow  in  luxury  to  destroy  themselves,  and  forces 
the  greater  part  to  live  in  poverty.  And  hence  innumerable 
robberies  and  executions,  which  have  scarce  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  the  Colonies,  except  imported  from  the  British 

Constitution.  .  ,    .  ,     ,  •   . 

These  mighty  landed  gentlemen  are  entitled  by  birth,  to 
all  generations,  be  they  ever  so  worthless,  to  a  seat  in  the 
House  of  Loi-ds.  When  they  are  brought  up  in  luxury, 
pride,  and  ambition,  they  are  excellently  qualified,  no  doubt, 
to  be  legislators.  Yet  such  is  diis  boasted  Constitution, 
that  legislators  thoy  must  be,  though  diey  should  know  no 
more  about  law  and  right  than  about  Arabick  or  fluxions. 
To  the  Lords  Temporal  there  are  added  the  Lords  Spirit- 
ual, or  the  Bishops.  But  what  reason  is  there  for  clergy- 
men to  have  seats  in  Parliament?  Are  there  not  secular 
gentlemen  enous;)!  to  regulate  the  civil  state  of  the  King- 
dom, without  obliging  the  clergy  to  leave  their  proper  func- 
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tions  to  attend  upon  business  inconsistent  with  their  proper 
calling  ?  The  depcndance  of  the  clergy  on  the  Crown  gives 
great  weight  to  the  King,  and  helps  to  enslave  the  people, 
since  they  have  been  know  n  to  preach  iij)  non-resistance 
and  passive  obedience,  for  the  sake  of  preferment. 

And  as  to  the  House  of  Commons,  who  are  to  represent 
the  people,  tl)ey  are  chosen  by  a  small  pitiful  handful  of  the 
inhabitants.  Much  the  greater  part  of  the  men  of  property 
have  no  right  to  vote  for  nienibei-s  of  Parliament.  The 
poor  beggarly  Boroughs  send  a  great  jiart  of  the  members 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  This  is  British  Constitution, 
but  as  contrary  to  reason  as  light  is  to  darkness,  and  utterly 
inconsistent  with  all  good  Government.  Where,  then,  is  the 
divine  excellence  of  the  British  Constitution  ? 

However,  the  administration  upon  the  Constitution  is  still 
worse.  The  votes  of  the  electors  are  bought  by  the  candi- 
dates. By  this  the  poor  beggarly  electors,  many  of  them, 
have  their  principal  support ;  they  depend  upon  the  sale  of 
their  votes  for  their  subsistence.  And  as  the  members  buy 
their  seats  at  a  vast  expense,  they  sell  it  to  the  Minister  for 
as  high  a  price  as  they  can.  Reason  and  conscience  have 
had  but  little  business  in  Parliament  these  fifty  years.  Money 
determines  all.  Thus  bribery  and  corruption,  places  and 
pensions,  have  subverted  any  good  principles  and  designs  of 
the  Constitution,  and  reduced  the  State  to  an  enormous  mass 
of  folly  and  wickedness,  jumbled  together,  ready  to  fall  into 
dreadfid  and  irrecoverable  ruin. 

Such  as  are  for  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  per- 
haps impose  ujjon  themselves  and  others,  by  viewing  the 
professed  principles  of  the  Constitution,  or  some  of  them, 
merely  in  theory,  abstract  from  the  present  administration. 
But  this  is  a  most  disingenuous  method.  They  should  take 
a  full  view  of  the  whole  fabrick,  and  then  tiiey  would  find 
a  most  unequal  representation  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

septennial  Parliaments,  and  a  House  of  Lords  fit  for , 

and  that  such  principles  as  are  calculated  for  the  good  of 
the  State,  are  generally  subverted  by  the  long  wicked  ad- 
ministration upon  them.  Now,  if  the  Colonies  should  be 
reunited  to  Great  Britain,  it  must  be  to  her  as  she  is  now 
at  present,  where  the  electors  are  bought,  and  the  majority 
of  tlie  Commons  are  kept  in  pay  by  the  Minister,  and  all 
places  of  honour  and  profit  are  conferred,  not  according  to 
men's  merit,  by  their  wisdom  and  bravery,  but  as  they  vote, 
■where  the  nation's  money  is  expended  by  millions  to  pervert 
reason  and  support  the  Minister.  Now,  what  advantage 
can  it  be  to  America  to  be  united  to  such  a  prodigious  mass 
of  corruption,  and  be  subject  to  the  will  of  a  Prime  Minis- 
ter, to  learn  from  him  the  arts  of  comiptioii  and  bribery,  of 
oppression  and  cruelty,  to  be  taxed  or  murdered,  according 
to  bis  whim  or  caprice  ?  We  have  been  grievously  oppress- 
ed ;  we  have  begged  and  prayed  for  relief.  To  what  pur- 
pose? We  might,  we  should  certainly  prevail,  if  we  had 
more  money  than  the  Minister,  and  could  secure  more  votes 
than  he ;  but  no  hopes  of  redress  without  this.  The  expe- 
rience of  twelve  years  confirms  this. 

The  appeal  has  been  made  from  petitions  to  arms.  This 
renders  the  arguments  for  continuing  dependant,  frivolous, 
and,  indeed,  ridiculous.  What  do  arguments  avail  against 
plain  facts  ?  Upon  whom  do  the  Continental  forces  at  Bos- 
ton, New-  York,  and  the  Carolinas,  depend  ?  Upon  whom 
do  our  armed  vessels  depend  ?  Can  any  person  be  hardy 
enough  to  assert  that  they  depend  on  his  Majesty,  are  com- 
missioned or  employed  by  him,  or  are  acting  by  his  autho- 
rity ?  Upon  whom  do  the  Continental  Bills,  that  pass  cur- 
rent in  the  country,  depend  ?  By  whom  are  they  emitted  ? 
If  we  can  be  weak  enough  to  be  persuaded  out  of  our  senses, 
and  to  think  that  we  are  still  dependant,  would  it  be  possi- 
ble to  persuade  the  British  Ministry  of  this,  unless  we  had 
the  Spanish  mines  to  bribe  and  blind  them  ?  They  were 
jealous  of  this  long  ago,  and  often  declared  we  were  aiming 
at  independency,  before  there  were  any  tiioughts  of  it  among 
us,  or  any  appearances  of  it.  But  they  must  be  as  foolish 
as  they  are  wicked,  if  they  should  believe  that  we  are  de- 
pendant on  Great  Britain  now,  when  we  have  openly  raised 
fleets  and  armies  against  her.  Will  they  believe  empty  pro- 
fessions in  opposition  to  such  incontestible  facts  ?  No.  They 
look  upon  us  to  be  independent,  and  will  reduce  us  to  sub- 
jection if  they  can,  just  all  one  as  if  we  had  explicitly  de- 
clared it.  So  that  we  have  no  reason  to  hope  for  any  kind 
treatment  from  them  by  our  connection,  if  any  yet  remains. 
But,  by  declaring  independence,  say  the  objectors,  we  shall 


lose  our  friends  in  the  House  of  Commons.  And  what 
then  ?  They  may  be  sincere  and  zealous  in  our  cause,  but 
they  have  not  been  able  to  do  us  any  good  ;  nor  they  never 
will  be  able  to  do  us  any  good,  since  the  Minister,  having 
the  disposal  of  places  and  pensions,  and  the  national  purse, 
can  always  secure  a  majority  to  vote  for  and  support  his 
measures.  The  whole  strength  of  the  nation  is  exerted  as 
much  against  us  as  if  we  had  not  one  friend  in  Parliament. 
We  shall  then  at  worst  lose  the  friendship  of  those  who  are 
unable  to  help  us.  We  are,  then,  obliged  to  them  for  their 
good-will,  and  wish  them  well.  If  they  are  generous  friends, 
they  will  consider  our  necessity,  and  still  exert  themselves 
in  our  favour ;  but  if  they  should  forsake  us,  we  shall  lose 
nothing.  Now,  the  great  thing  in  question  is,  whether  we 
shall  min  ourselves  for  the  sake  of  tJieir  unavailing  friend- 
ship? 

Great  Britain  cannot  find  money  enough  to  supply  her 
hungry  courtiers  and  their  dependants,  but  has  been  forced 
to  lay  a  tax  upon  us.  She  has  lost,  it  is  said,  twenty-seven 
millions  by  this  unnatural  war.  Where  will  she  find  mil- 
lions to  repair  the  damages  done  to  Boston,  Charlestoum, 
Falmouth,  Norfolk?  Where  a  fund  to  pay  the  millions 
emitted  by  the  Congress,  on  our  reconciliation  ?  Have  we 
any  reason  to  expect  she  would  be  able  or  willing  to  refund 
to  us  all  these  just  damages  ?  Not  the  least.  Upon  the 
scheme  of  dependance  we  must  put  up  with  our  losses,  and 
bear  our  expenses,  which  must  ruin  the  country.  But  if  we 
renounce  all  connection  with  Britain  forever,  unless  upon 
the  plan  of  common  trade,  as  with  other  nations,  we  can 
then  seize  upon  the  unoccupied  lands,  and  sell  them,  which 
will  procure  a  sufficient  fund  to  answer  every  purpose  we 
can  desire,  and  set  us  free  from  slavery  and  taxation  to  all 
generations.  But  without  this,  we  have  no  funds,  and  the 
necessary  consequence  must  be,  that  the  credit  of  our  paper 
currency  will  sink,  and  we  shall  be  beggared  and  ruined. 
Independence  is  the  only  thing  that  can  save  us. 

Other  nations,  if  we  prove  cowardly  after  all  the  pretences 
we  have  made,  will  think  there  is  no  danger  in  attacking  us. 
We  may  depend  upon  it,  they  will  put  in  for  a  share  of  the 
trade  by  force,  or  by  planting  Colonies.  They  did  not 
know  the  importance  of  America  before,  but  now  it  is  held 
up  to  view  to  all  the  Courts  of  Europe,  and  carefully  stu- 
died. Some  of  them  will  be  ready  to  become  our  allies  for 
a  share  of  our  trade.  But  if  we  slight  that  offer,  and  obsti- 
nately adhere  to  Britain,  they  will  doubtless  resent  our  con- 
duct, and  put  in  their  claims  the  first  fair  opportunity.  De- 
pendance on  Britain  will  keep  our  country  in  a  perpetual 
state  of  war.  But  let  us  assert  Independence  and  Freedom 
with  an  open  and  manly  boldness,  and  we  shall  be  a  safe 
and  happy  State. 

New-York,  April  11,  1776. 


CAPTAIN   BILLINGS   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Fort  Montgomery,  April  11,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  day  I  left  New-  York  we  got  (with 
our  sloop)  as  far  as  one  Mre.  Striker's,  a  widow,  about  seven 
miles  from  the  city,  where  we  came  to  anchor,  waiting  for 
wind  and  tide.  Going  on  shore,  some  of  our  people  went 
to  the  barn,  where  was  a  negro  man  at  work,  and,  in  their 
play,  they  discovered  a  gun  curiously  secreted  under  the 
floor  of  the  bam.  They  came  and  informed  me  of  the 
same,  when  I  went,  with  sundry  gentlemen,  to  view  the 
place.  I  made  a  discovery  of  a  second,  crowded  under  the 
floor,  and  hid  by  a  quantity  of  hay  crowded  in  after  the  guns. 
I  examined  the  negro,  and  found  him  to  equivocate.  I  then 
went  and  conversed  with  Mrs.  Striker  on  what  I  had  dis- 
covered ;  but  could  get  no  satisfaction,  further  than  that  one 
Mr.  Stejjic  borrowed  the  guns,  viz :  one  from  Mr.  Walton, 
and  the  other  from  Mr.  Delancy ;  and  she  (Mrs.  Striker) 
heard  Mr.  Steple  order  his  servant  to  convey  them  home. 
But  the  servant  declares  that  his  master  ordered  him  to  hide 
them  in  the  bam.  I  consulted  Captain  Bosekrans  and  Mr. 
Brinckerhoff,  whose  sentiments  (with  mine)  were,  that  I 
should  take  tlie  guns  with  me  to  lort  Montgomery,  \i\\ic\\  I 
have  done  ;  and  shall  keep  them  until  further  directions  from 
your  honourable  House.  This  Mr.  Steple  was  absent  at 
the  time ;  some  of  my  men  affirm  they  saw  him  run  at  the 
sight  of  our  frocks  ;  but  I  left  a  billet,  infomning  him  of 
what  I  had  done,  and  my  determination  of  acquainting  the 
Congress.     They  are  good  arms — one  a  King's  arm,  and 
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the  other  a  fowling-piece.  Will  be  obliged  for  direction 
what  further  to  do.  Meantime,  I  am,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Andrew  Billings. 
To  the  New-York  Committee  of  Safety. 


ALBANY  COMMITTEE  TO  COLONEL  CURTENIUS. 

Albany  Committee-Chamber,  April  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  When  we  received  your  letter,  we  made  the  neces- 
sary inquiry,  and  find  the  enumerated  articles  extremely 
scarce,  and  not  to  be  had  at  the  prices  you  have  set.  How- 
ever, we  can  inform  you  that  Messrs.  Henry,  McClallen, 
fy  Henry,  merchants  in  this  city,  have  imported  from 
Canada,  this  winter,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  woollen  cloth 
(blue,  gray,  and  brown)  to  clothe  two  regiments  ;  and  also 
a  good  many  bales  of  brown  Russia,  and  Scotch  sheeting, 
and  osnaburghs.  They  have  also  a  sufficient  number  of 
blankets,  from  two  and  a  half  points  to  four  points.  If  the 
whole  is  taken,  they  promise  to  sell  them  at  a  reasonable 
advance.  We  would,  therefore,  advise  you  (as  the  prices 
of  the  above  articles  will  exceed  what  you  mention  in  your 
letter)  to  send  up,  or  authorize  some  pereon  to  agree  with 
them. 

With  respect  to  the  guns  you  mention,  we  can  inform  you 
that  the  General  has  had  out  people  to  purchase  all  that 
could  be  found.  The  stockings  are  not  to  be  had  here. 
Would  therefore  advise  you  to  send  into  Connecticut  for 
tliem.  We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman. 
To  Colonel  Curtenius. 

P.  S.  We  want  none  of  the  articles  mentioned,  but  the 
Russia  sheeting  and  blankets.  The  last  article  is  limited 
by  the  Continental  Congress  to  sixteen  shillings  per  pair. 
Query.  Whether  the  Province  will  pay  what  they  cost 
more. 


COLONEL    SALTONSTALL    TO    GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL. 

New-London,  April  11,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir  :  The  Captains  in  the  Third  Regiment 
are  inlisting  and  detaching  one-third  of  their  several  com- 
panies, and  shall  soon  be  able  to  make  returns  of  the  com- 
panies to  be  formed,  according  to  order.  Am  in  doubt  how 
to  understand  the  following  clause  in  your  Honour's  ordei-s 
of  the  2d  instant :  "  And  appoint  them  one  Captain,  two 
Lieutenants,  and  one  Ensign,  to  each  company,  observing 
the  ranks  which  they  now  sustain  in  the  Regiment."  Whether 
it  is  intended  according  to  seniority  of  their  several  commis- 
sions, or  that  I  may  appoint  such  as  are  now  Captains,  Lieu- 
tenants, and  Ensigns,  at  discretion,  without  special  regard  to 
the  dates  of  their  several  commissions.  Should  esteem  it  a 
favour  to  be  particularly  directed  in  this  matter.  I  do  not  ap- 
prehend the  soldiers  in  the  Neiv-London  companies  will  now 
amount  to  more  than  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  men  ; 
and  in  Lyme,  about  two  hundred  and  thirty  ;  consequently, 
more  than  two  companies  will  not  be  raised.  The  com- 
pany under  my  command,  stationed  in  this  town,  is  aug- 
menting with  all  possible  despatch. 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

G.  Saltonstall. 
To  Govemour  Trumbull. 


Newport,  Rhode-Island,  Monday,  April  15,  1776. 

Thursday  last,  towards  night,  the  Ship  Scarborough,  of 
twenty  guns,  a  transport  ship  of  two  hundred  tons  and  six- 
teen guns,  a  brig  loaded  with  provisions,  and  a  sloop  loaded 
with  salt,  came  mto  this  bay,  and  anchored  between  Goat- 
Jsland  and  Conanicut.  In  the  evening,  two  row-galleys, 
commanded  by  Captains  Grimes  and  Hyer,  with  a  number 
of  volunteers  from  the  Army  on  this  Island,  took  the  brig  and 
sloop.  After  which,  a  battery  at  the  north  part  of  this  town, 
a  battery  at  Brenton's  Point,  and  the  galleys,  played  so 
briskly  upon  the  ships,  that  they  were  soon  obliged  to  move 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  batteries,  and  went  under  Conanicut. 
Captain  Hyer,  in  one  of  the  galleys,  lay  within  musket-shot 
of  the  Scarborough,  firing  upon  her,  while  Cajitain  Grimes 
boarded  and  sent  off  the  brig  and  sloop.  The  Scarborough 
did  the  galley  some  damage  in  her  hull  and  rigging,  and 
the  musketry  from  her  tops  wounded  one  of  Captain  Hycr's 


people  very  badly,  which  was  all  the  injury  received  on  the 
American  side.  This  bold  action,  of  taking  two  vessels 
close  under  the  stem  of  a  twenty-gun  ship,  may  possibly 
convince  our  enemies  that  the  Yankees  are  not  such  das- 
tards as  the  Tories  in  this  country  have  represented  them. 

There  were  seventeen  hands  taken  in  the  above  vessels, 
who  inform  that  the  ships  were  from  Georgia,  the  trans- 
port having  on  board  one  hundred  and  forty  soldiers ;  that 
the  Scarborough  was  commanded  by  Captain  Barclay,  and 
had  on  board  Sir  James  Wright,  Govemour  of  Georgia,  his 
family,  and  some  other  Tories  of  that  place.  That  the  brig 
was  from  Philadelphia,  taken  going  into  Georgia  ;  that  the 
sloop  was  from  some  of  the  Islands,  commanded  by  Captain 
Gregory  Cozzens,  of  this  place,  and  taken  near  Georgia ; 
that  they  were  bound  to  Boston,  and  had  parted  with  seve- 
ral other  prizes,  one  of  which  (a  sloop)  arrived  here  on 
Saturday,  and  anchored  between  the  two  ships. 

Saturday  night  and  yesterday  morning,  a  battery  at  Co- 
nanicut so  disturbed  the  quiet  of  the  Scarboro^tgh,  the 
transport  ship,  and  the  sloop,  that  they  took  advantage  of  a 
fair  wind  and  pushed  to  sea  ;  but,  as  they  passed  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour,  a  battery  on  the  east  side,  near  Castle-HiU, 
hulled  the  Scarborough  twice,  and  sent  one  eighteen-pounder 
through  the  sloop.  The  Scarborough  returned  a  very  heavy 
fire  on  both  the  batteries,  without  doing  the  least  damage. 
Our  bay  is  now  free  from  Pirates. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    CAPTAIN    SAMUEL   McKAT,    (a 

prisoner.) 

New-Haven,  April  11,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  9th  instant,  and  could  wish 
that  it  was  in  my  power,  consistently  with  the  duty  I  owe  to 
my  country,  to  grant  you  the  relief  you  desire.  I  have 
made  repeated  applications  to  General  Howe  for  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  but  he  has  not  thought  proper  to  return 
me  any  answer.  It  has  been  in  his  power  to  set  you  at 
liberty  ;  and  if  you  are  still  continued  a  prisoner,  the  blame 
must  lie  entirely  upon  him. 

The  situation  of  your  family  is  indeed  distressing ;  but 
such  is  the  event  of  war ;  it  is  far  from  being  singular. 
The  brave  Colonel  Allen,  an  officer  of  rank,  has  been  torn 
from  his  dearest  connexions,  sent  to  England  in  irons,  and 
is  now  confined  to  the  most  servile  drudgery  on  hoard  one 
of  the  King's  ships.  Your  treatment,  sir,  and  that  of  the 
other  officers  taken  in  anus  against  the  liberties  of  America, 
has  been  very  different ;  for  the  truth  of  this  I  appeal  to 
your  own  feelings.  Whenever  it  is  in  my  power  to  release 
you  by  a  mutual  exchange,  I  shall  do  it  with  the  greatest 
pleasure ;  and  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


general    ward    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  April  11,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  Colonel  Glover 
applied  to  me  for  a  warrant  upon  the  Paymaster-General, 
to  pay  those  men  who  are  in  the  service  of  the  Continent, 
on  board  the  Continental  privateers  just  arrived  from  a 
cruise ;  but  I  did  not  think  myself  authorized,  by  your  in- 
structions, to  grant  a  warrant.  He  informed  me  the  men 
would  not  be  induced  to  go  out  again,  unless  they  received 
their  pay.  I  therefore  directed  him  to  supply  the  places  of 
such  men  as  might  leave  the  privateers,  out  of  his  regiment, 
until  I  could  receive  your  du'ections  in  the  matter. 

The  agent  for  the  privateers,  at  Beverley,  Captain  Bart- 
Ictt,  has  likewise  applied  for  the  same  purpose.  I  must, 
therefore,  beg  the  favour  of  your  particular  directions  rela- 
tive to  the  above-mentioned  applications. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  collect  any  material  intelligence 
from  the  people  taken  on  board  the  transport  which  Com- 
modore Manly  sent  into  Portsmouth.  The  general  account 
they  give  is,  that  the  enemy  are  going  to  ^ucbeck  as  soon 
as  the  river  opens. 

A  fifty  gun-ship,  with  three  transports,  lies  in  IS'antasket 
Road.  A  man  who  made  his  escape  from  the  ship  informs, 
that  the  officers  on  board  said  they  were  to  be  there  until 
the  transports  arrived,  which  are  expected  from  Europe, 
and  then  to  follow  the  fleet. 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Aktemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 
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DOCTOR  MOnCAN  TO  A  COMMITTEE  OF   THE   MASSACHUSETTS 
ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridge,  April  U,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  It  gives  me  much  concern  to  hear  tliat  the 
intention  of  General  Washington,  and  his  orders  to  me  to 
take  possession  of  tiie  shop,  medicines,  and  utensils,  &c., 
belonging  to  Syhester  Gardner  and  William.  Perkins,  late 
of  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army,  and  the 
resolves  of  the  honourable  House  of  Representatives  and 
Council  of  tills  Province,  should  seem  to  interfere  with  your 
commands.  I  w  ould  willingly  hope  that,  before  any  step  is 
taken  to  counteract  the  orders  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Army,  and  the  resolves  of  the  Legislature  of  this  Co- 
lony at  large,  1  may  be  favoured  with  a  conference  with 
you — and  1  shall  gladly  meet  with  you  when  and  wherever 
you  are  pleased  to  appoint — to  explain  to  you  the  General's 
intention  with  respect  to  Doctor  Gardner's  shop,  and  the 
reasons  on  which  his  orders  are  founded.  I  imagine  it  will 
be  no  diflicult  matter  to  convince  gentlemen  of  your  weight, 
character,  and  integrity,  as  well  as  importance  in  the  com- 
munity, of  the  projjriety  of  so  general  an  order.  As  his  Ex- 
cellency General  JVashington  ever  made  it  the  rule  of  his 
conduct  to  support  the  civil  authority,  and  not  to  infringe  it  in 
a  single  instance,  I  flatter  myself  you  will  be  very  tender  how 
you  offer  any  insult  to  his  ordei's,  by  explaining  away  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  them,  which  proceeded  solely  from 
what  he  esteemed  the  essential  interests  of  the  Army.  Under 
his  authority  I  now  act.  It  is  by  his  direction  I  have  taken 
charge  of  the  shops  of  Messrs.  Gardner  and  Perkins,  which 
he  intended  I  should  possess  myself  of.  I  mean  to  leave  an 
approved  list  in  your  hands  of  what  I  take ;  and  to  obligate 
myself  for  the  payment  of  every  article  I  take  into  my  cus- 
tody, whenever  I  am  called  upon  authoritatively  so  to  do ; 
but  it  is  by  no  means  my  intention  to  relinquish  a  single 
article  comprehended  within  my  orders,  that  I  think  will  be 
of  service  to  the  Army.  If  I  leave  any  particulars  behind, 
which  are  found  in  Doctor  Gardner's  or  Doctor  Perkins's 
shops,  (as  I,  doubtless,  shall  many,)  it  will  be  from  a  con- 
sideration of  their  not  being  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 
But  I  flatter  myself  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee,  acting 
on  a  liberal  plan,  will  not  take  on  themselves  (but  leave  it 
to  one  appointed  for  the  purpose)  to  judge  of  this  matter ; 
and  whilst  they  keep  in  view  that  the  cause  in  which  the 
Army  is  employed,  is  not  merely 'a  Provincial  concern,  but 
comprehends  the  interests  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  con- 
sider the  recent  benefits  which  the  inhabitants  of  2?o«ton  have 
derived  from  the  good  order  and  discipline  of  the  Army,  and 
their  being  well  supplied  with  everything  necessary  to  them, 
as  such,  (in  what  relates  to  the  sick  is  no  inconsiderable 
part,)  I  am  confident  they  will  not  suffer  the  misrepresenta- 
tions of  individuals  (perhaps  mterested  in  the  advice  they 
give)  to  deprive  the  Army  of  all  the  advantages  that  may 
accrue  from  being  furnished  w  ith  the  most  ample  provision 
of  hospital  stores,  and  which  they  must  have,  from  whatever 
quarter  they  can  be  got,  be  the  expense  whatever  it  may. 
I  doubt  not,  on  being  favoured  with  a  conference  with  you 
on  this  head,  every  misapprehension  will  be  effectually 
cleared  up  to  our  mutual  satisfaction.  If  not,  I  have  only 
to  acquaint  you  that  I  must  remain  here  till  I  receive  fresh 
orders  from  the  General,  whether  to  recede  from  his  instruc- 
tions or  not. 

I  remain,  with  the  utmost  deference  and  respect,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Morgan. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  General  Court,  now  sitting  at 
Boston. 


independence  in  north-carolina. 

In  Congress,  North-Carolina,  April  12,  1776. 

The  Select  Committee,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
usurpations  and  violences  attempted  and  committed  by  the 
King  and  Pariiament  of  Britain  against  America,  and  the 
further  measures  to  be  taken  for  frustrating  the  same,  and 
for  the  better  defence  of  this  Province,  reported  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

It  appears  to  your  Conmiittee  that,  pursuant  to  the  plan 
concerted  by  the  British  Ministry  for  subjugating  America, 
the  King  and  Parliaiuent  of  Great  Britain  have  usurped  a 
power  over  the  persons  and  properties  of  the  People,  un- 
limited and  uncontrolled ;  and,  disregarding  their  humble 


petitions  for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  have  made  divers 
legislative  acts  denouncing  war,  famine,  and  every  species 
of^  calamity  against  the  Continent  in  general. 

That  British  Fleets  and  Armies  have  been,  and  still  are, 
daily  employed  in  destroying  the  people,  and  committing 
the  most  horrid  devastations  on  the  country. 

That  Governours  in  different  Colonies  have  declared 
protection  to  slaves  who  should  imbrue  their  hands  in  the 
blood  of  their  masters. 

That  the  ships  belonging  to  America  are  declared  prizes 
of  war,  and  many  of  them  have  been  violently  seized  and 
confiscated. 

In  consequence  of  all  which,  multitudes  of  the  people 
have  been  destroyed,  or  from  easy  circumstances  reduced 
to  the  most  lamentable  distress. 

And  whereas  the  moderation  hitherto  manifested  by  the 
United  Colonies,  and  their  sincere  desire  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  mother  country  on  constitutional  principles,  have  pro- 
cured no  mitigation  of  the  aforesaid  wrongs  and  usurpations, 
and  no  hopes  remain  of  obtaining  redress  by  those  means 
alone  which  have  been  hitherto  tried,  your  Committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  House  should  enter  into  the  following 
resolve : 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  for  this  Colony  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  be  empowered  to  concur  with  the  Dele- 
gates of  the  other  Colonies  in  declaring  Independency,  and 
forming  foreign  alliances,  reser\'ing  to  this  Colony  the  sole 
and  exclusive  right  of  fonning  a  Constitution  and  Laws  for 
this  Colony,  and  of  appointing  Delegates,  from  time  to  time, 
(under  the  direction  of  a  general  representation  thereof,)  to 
meet  the  Delegates  of  the  other  Colonies  for  such  purposes 
as  shall  be  hereafter  pointed  out. 

The  Congress,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  unani- 
mously concurred  therewith. 

By  order:  James  Green,  Jun.,  .Secretary. 


TO    MR,    ALEXANDER    PURDIE. 

Williamaburgh,  Virginia,  April  12,  1776. 

The  independence  of  the  Colonies  daily  becomes  more 
and  more  a  topick  of  very  anxious  disquisition.  The  sub- 
ject appears,  in  general,  to  lie  under  the  difliculties  of  being 
misrepresented  by  our  enemies,  and  misunderstood  by  some 
amongst  ourselves.  Without  flattering  myself  that  the  fol- 
lowing remarks  will  remove  either,  I  shall  be  obliged  by 
your  inserting  them. 

It  may,  with  certainty,  be  affirmed,  that,  among  the  ends 
which  the  Colonies  (from  South- Carolina  to  New- York, 
inclusively)  had  in  view  when  they  began  the  present  con- 
test, independence  held  no  place  ;  and  that  the  New-Eng- 
land Governments,  if  they  had  it  in  view  at  all,  consider- 
ed it  as  a  remote  and  contingent  object.  The  terrours  of  im- 
mediate oppression  engrossed  our  minds  too  fully  to  leave 
much  room  for  ambition.  Admitting  this  fact  with  regard 
to  New-England,  (of  which,  however,  I  know  no  proof,)  it 
was  not  the  effect  of  a  seditious  character  in  the  people, 
but  of  a  consciousness  that,  by  their  union  and  populousness, 
they  approached  more  nearly  than  any  single  Colony  to 
that  period  of  power,  when  independence  would  have  be- 
come a  natural  event,  and  dependance  a  political  absurdity. 
That  the  Colonies  were  proceeding  pretty  rapidly  to  such  a 
period  of  power,  seeiDs  to  be  a  point  acknowledged  by  all 
dispassionate  reasonere  on  both  sides.  The  King's  Minis- 
ters, indeed,  have  induced  him  to  believe,  and  to  tell  his 
Parliament,  that  our  professions  of  attachment  and  loyalty 
were  meant  only  to  amuse,  while  we  were  meditating  a  gene- 
ral revolt.  The  heart  of  an  American  tells  him  tliat  the 
charge  is  erroneous,  and  the  single  external  evidence  of  our 
having  begun  the  war  with  so  scanty  a  provision  for  its  sup- 
port, will  prove  it  so  to  all  the  unprejudiced  world.  In  truth, 
these  professions  were  founded  in  such  deep-rooted  attach- 
ments, that  even  now,  when  our  lives  and  properties  are  the 
sport  and  prey  of  every  tender's  motley  crew  that  can  catch 
them,  many  of  our  brethren  shudder  at  the  name  of  Inde- 
pendence. 

Tlie  use  of  words,  without  settling  their  determinate 
meaning,  often  occasions  disputes  with  men  whose  senti- 
ments in  reality  exactly  correspond.  This  appears  to  be 
particularly  the  case  in  the  present  question. 

In  many,  the  name  of  Independence  is  accompanied  witli 
the  terrifying  ideas  of  an  everlasting  separation  firom  Great 
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Britain,  of  the  destruction  of  the  finest  Constitution  in  the 
world,  as  the  phrase  is,  and  of  the  substitution  of  Repubhcan 
Governments  in  the  Colonies.  Then  follows  a  dreadful  train 
of  domestick  convulsions  in  each  Republick  ;  of  jealousies, 
dissensions,  wars,  and  all  their  attendant  miseries,  in  the 
neighbouring  Republicks ;  in  which  form  of  Government 
tliey  seem  to  imagine  that  nature  breeds 

AH  monstrous,  all  prodigious  things, 
Abominable,  unutteralile,  and  worse 
Than  fables  yet  have  feigned,  or  fear  conceived— 
Gorgons,  and  hydras,  and  chimeras  dire  ! 

Under  the  pressure  of  real  calamities,  which,  if  actually 
felt,  cannot  be  exceeded,  do  men  find  comfort  in  the  con- 
templation of  those  that  are  imaginary;  and  which,  were 
we  sure  they  would  befall  us,  might  claim  our  preference  by 
being  remote. 

Others,  with  the  ideas  of  the  former,  connect  some  dark 
mysterious  scheme  for  tricking  us  into  independence,  to 
which  most  of  our  Continental  measures,  however  speciously 
introduced,  are  supposed  to  be  ultimately  subservient.  These 
men,  my  friends,  are  enemies  to  harmony.  The  motions  of 
their  spirits  are  dark  and  dull ;  and  whatever  be  their  pro- 
fessions or  condition,  let  them  not  be  tl^lsted. 

Of  a  much  more  numerous  and  respectable  class  are  those 
who  think  that  our  opposition  is  founded  in  a  vii'tuous  deter- 
mination to  defend  our  liberty  against  a  tyranny  instant  and 
impending ;  that  no  sacrifice,  no  suffering,  should  divert  us 
from  the  necessary  means  of  effecting  so  important  a  pur- 
pose ;  that  if,  in  the  course  of  events,  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence should  become  essential  to  our  safety,  we  should 
instantly  adopt  the  measure,  considering  it  not  as  a  primary 
object  of  the  war,  but,  in  a  secondary  view,  as  a  means  of 
conducting  it  successfully.  Now,  I  verily  believe  this  is  all 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  Congress  mean,  notwithstanding  that 
the  presses  of  Philadelphia  have  lately  brought  forth  Cotn- 
mon  Sense,  Montgomery's  Ghost,  and  other  frightful  forms, 
to  the  no  small  terrour  of  many  of  his  Majesty's  liege  sub- 
jects. 

Without  attempting  to  prove  that  these  fears  are  much  of 
the  same  puerile  cast  as  those  with  which  the  armour  of  an 
heroick  and  affectionate  parent  impressed  the  son  of  Hector, 
I  shall  endeavour  to  show  that  the  propriety  of  speedily  de- 
claring a  temporary  independence,  at  least,  may  be  derived 
from  a  circumstance  more  generally  interesting  and  solid 
than  from  the  machinations  of  the  Congress. 

It  is  confessed,  on  all  hands,  that  we  cannot  continue  the 
war  with  very  prosperous  hopes,  unless  we  can  be  supplied 
from  foreign  countries  with  warlike  stores,  (with  many  neces- 
saries of  which  the  restrictions  on  British  trade  depiive  us,) 
and  unless  some  market  be  furnished  for  the  productions  of 
our  labours.  Accordingly,  men  expect  with  impatience  the 
freedom  of  exportation,  when  this  trade  may  be  pushed  to 
the  utmost  extent.  But,  alas !  in  the  small  essays  we  have 
already  made,  we  have  found  foreigners  reserved  and  cold. 
They  will  tell  us,  "  In  justice  to  your  veracity,  we  must  be- 
lieve that  you  will  be  cordially  reconciled  to  Great  Britain 
so  soon  as  certain  acts  of  Parliament  shall  be  repealed. 
Now,  as  she  cannot  carry  on  a  vigorous  war  without  you, 
she  must  either  sit  a  silent  spectator  of  our  triumph,  and  of 
her  own  ruin,  or  repeal  the  acts,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
you,  take  vengeance  for  our  friendly  intentions,  before  we 
have  received  any  advantage  from  them.  We  cannot,  there- 
fore, hazard  so  much  with  so  precarious  a  prospect  of  an 
equivalent.  We  insist  not  that  you  should  declare  an  ever- 
lasting separation  from  Great  Britain,  and  thereby  cut  off 
all  prospect  of  an  honourable  renewal  of  old  friendships ; 
but  that  you  will,  with  the  freedom,  solemnity,  and  good 
faith  of  sovereign  States,  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce 
for  a  certain  time,  and  into  a  treaty  of  neutrality,  at  least, 
should  our  efforts  to  serve  you  produce  a  rupture  with  that 
power." 

A  commerce  thus  established  would  be  beneficial  and 
lionourable.  Such  manly  and  vigorous  conduct  would  ren- 
der us  respectable  to  foreigners,  and  formidable  to  our  ene- 
mies. But  if  we  can  only  venture  to  steal  a  foreign  trade, 
I  can  see  nothing  but  disappointment,  disgrace,  and  con- 
tempt, from  all  quarters.  In  the  one  case,  the  malice  of 
our  enemies  will  be  awed  into  moderation  by  the  increase 
of  our  power ;  in  the  other,  by  its  decline  they  may  enjoy, 
uncontrolled  by  any  other  passion,  the  rich  prospect  of  a 
revenge  insatiable.     Here,  however,  independence  steps  in 


to  terrify  us.  For  my  part,  I  see  no  terrour  in  it ;  but  in 
an  unconditional  dependunce,  which  seems,  at  present,  our 
only  alternative,  I  see  a  thousand.  It  wears,  indeed,  the 
rugged  aspect  of  virtue ;  but,  like  the  shield  of  Pallas,  it 
petrifies  alone  die  timid  and  the  base.  It  is  the  invincible 
guardian  of  the  brave  and  virtuous. 

I  fancy  that  many  qualms  on  this  subject  would  be  over- 
come, if  men  would  more  thoroughly  consider  how  very  far 
we  have  already  proceeded  in  effecting  independence ;  and 
that  many  who  have  engaged  in  this  business  are  irrevo- 
cably destined  to  the  cord,  whatever  vain  hopes  they  may 
entertain  of  drawing  out  a  few  strands  from  it,  by  an  ill- 
timed  and  dangerous  moderation.  I  apjirehend  that  inde- 
pendence could  in  no  way  be  more  explicitly  announced 
than  by  dissolving  the  Government  on  which  it  depended, 
and  forming  one  with  which  it  is  utteriy  incompatible.  "  Be- 
sides the  overturning  from  whliout,  Governments  are  dis- 
solved from  within,  when  the  I^egislature  is  altered,"  are 
the  words  of  Mr.  Locke.  We  have  not  only  altered  the 
Legislature,  but  exercised  the  judicial,  the  executive,  and 
every  other  power  of  independent  sovereignty,  except  the 
least  considerable  one — of  negotiating  with  foreign  States. 
Why  have  we  so  unanimously  and  cheerfully  assumed  the 
greater  acts  of  sovereignty,  and  yet  hesitate  about  the  lesser? 
If  the  absolute  necessity  of  commencing  the  contest  directed 
us,  insensibly,  to  the  former,  why  tremble  when  the  neces- 
sity of  continuing  it  as  absolutely  directs  us  to  the  latter? 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  give  an  answer,  except  that  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  call  ourselves  (what,  for  some  months,  we  have 
really  been)  independent.  In  this  dread  sound  our  terrour 
seems  to  be  comprehended.  And  shall  we,  by  silent  stealth, 
draw  all  its  good  effects,  and  shamefully  deny  our  benefac- 
tor? I  confess  this  conduct  resembles  more  the  dark  guilt 
of  rebellion,  than  the  manly  candour  of  a  righteous  resistance. 
While  Congresses,  Conventions,  Councils  of  Safety,  Mili- 
tary arrangements.  Courts  of  Admiralty,  County  Committee 
Courts,  Colonial  Sheriffi,  Sic,  are  fresh  in  their  memory, 
will  our  enemies  believe  us  when  we  tell  them  we  meant 
not  to  be  independent  ?  So  mean  a  subterfuge  would  serve 
only  to  add  the  insolent  lash  of  contempt  to  the  scourge 
they  have  prepared  for  us. 

The  expectation  of  peace  and  reconciliation  still  fosters 
the  irresolution  of  some  men.  The  vague,  unauthenticated 
hints  of  peace,  (which  were  the  harbingers  of  my  Lord 
North's  olive-branch,)  divided  our  councils,  and  enervated 
our  preparations  for  defence.  This,  it  might  have  been 
thought,  would  have  furnished  us,  and  on  no  very  reason- 
able terms,  with  the  wisdom  of  experience  ;  but  some,  under 
an  infatuation  without  example,  are  now  deluded  with  an 
artifice  of  the  same  kind.  We  fondly  expect  Commissioners 
of  peace.  The  King,  on  the  contrary,  tells  us  expressly, 
that  he  sliall  send  them  to  receive  the  submissions  of  the 
penitent  Rebels,  and  that  they  shall  be  accompanied  with 
a  very  respectable  force.  This  very  respectable,  very  hu- 
mane, and  peace-compelling  force,  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  all  which  they  could  at  present  muster  for  our  destruc- 
tion. One  of  his  servants  tells  us  we  may  obtain  anything 
by  a  constitutional  application  ;  while  another,  in  his  pre- 
sence, (who  has  the  sole  power  of  enabling  us  to  try  the 
experiment,  should  we  incline,)  refuses  by  his  concurrence 
to  make  it  possible.  And  could  this  be  done  by  the  author 
of  a  late  pathetick  letter  ?  It  is  adding  insidt  to  injury  with 
a  vengeance.* 

Their  smiles  are  not  to  be  trusted,  and  their  resentment 
should  not  be  dreaded  ;  the  treachery  of  the  first  is  not  less 
formidable  than  the  effects  of  the  last. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &.c.  A.  B. 


EXTRACT    OF    A    LETTER    FROM    PETERSBURGH,  VIRGINIA, 
DATED    APRIL    12,    1776. 

In  my  way  through  Virginia,  I  found  the  inhabitants 
warm  for  independence.     I  spent  last  evening  with  Mr. 

,  from  South- Carolina.     He  tells  me  that  the  people 

there  have  no  expectation  of  ever  being  reconciled  with 
Britain  again  but  only  as  a  foreign  State.  They  have 
formed  a  Government  for  themselves.  John  Rutledge,  Esq., 
is  appointed  President,  with  all  the  powers  that  are  vested 
in  the  Govemour.     From  several  letters  I  have  received 

•  General  Clinton  and  I<ord  Vunmore,  in  their  late  conference  with 
Colonel  Corbin. 
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from  North- Carolina  since  that  Convention  met,  I  find  they 
are  for  independence,  as  they  either  have,  or  intend  to  re- 
peal the  instructions  tiiat  were  given  to  their  Delegates,  and 
to  leave  them  at  liberty  to  vote,  upon  every  occasion,  as 

they  may  tiiink  best.     Mr. was  some  little  time  at 

Halifax;.  He  says  they  are  quite  spirited  and  unanimous ; 
indeed,  I  iiear  nothing  praised  but  Common  Sense  and  In- 
dependence. The  people  of  North- Carolina  are  making 
great  preparations,  and  say  they  are  determined  to  die 
hard. 

I  assure  you,  my  good  sir,  the  vehemence  of  the  Southern 
Colonies  will  require  all  the  coolness  of  the  Northern  ones 
to  moderate  their  zeal.  I  suspected,  when  I  was  with  you, 
that,  whenever  they  were  urged,  they  would  go  to  great 
lengths. 


GENERAL    CHARLES    LEE    TO    RICHARD    HENRY   LEE. 

Williamsburgh,  April  12,  1776. 

My  dear  Friend  :  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  tlie  Congress,  of  tlie  two  Engineers,  and  not 
less  so  with  the  artillery  establishment ;  but,  at  tlie  same 
time,  am  a  good  deal  dissatisfied  by  an  omission  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  Virginia,  in  not  having  mentioned  a 
Company  of  Artillery,  which  they  had  already  raised,  and 
at  the  head  of  which  a  Captain  Innis  was  j)!aced.  You 
perhaps  know  him.  He  was  formerly  usher  of  the  German 
school  here ;  is  a  man  of  extraordinary  virtue,  good  sense, 
and  knowledge.  The  thouglit  of  discharging  such  men  is 
extremely  disagreeable.  I  hope  some  means  may  be  de- 
vised of  providing  for  him  in  a  manner  adequate  to  his  merit. 
If  a  Commissary  of  Ordnance  is  to  be  an  established  office, 
it  would  suit  him.  There  is,  I  understand,  to  be,  likewise, 
a  Commissary  of  Musters.  I  would  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend a  Mr.  Archer,  who  has  a  most  unexceptionable  cha- 
racter, and  lost  his  all — his  household  goods  and  slaves — ^in 
the  destruction  of  Norfolk.  These  sufferers  have  certainly 
(when  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  their  duty)  the  first  and 
most  solid  claim  to  the  favour  of  the  Congress.  As  I  can 
have  no  jobs  in  view,  as  I  have  no  predilections  or  connexions, 
I  shall  make  no  scruples  of  appointing  to  act,  and  intreat- 
ing  the  Congress  to  confirm  my  appointments. 

I  have  myself  no  doubt  that  the  first  attempt  of  the  ty- 
rant's mercenaries  will  be  on  Virginia.  My  opinion  of  your 
troops  and  officers  is,  thank  God,  so  good,  as  to  put  me 
entirely  at  my  ease  with  respect  to  action  corps  to  corps. 
I  only  wish  your  Provincial  Congress  and  Committee  of 
Safety  had  taken  some  precautions  for  the  security  of  your 
great  navigable  rivers  against  their  piratical  inundations,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  nothing  could  be  easier  effected.  Perhaps 
I  may  differ  from  the  generality  bf  seafaring  people  ;  but, 
as  they  have  their  prejudices,  and  are,  like  other  professions, 
a  servum  pecus,  I  shall  not  give  up  my  opinion.  I  would, 
then,  propose  fitting  your  rivers  with  twelve  or  eigliteen 
oared  boats,  mounting  a  six-pounder  at  the  head  of  each, 
fortifying  the  sides  with  occasional  mantlets,  musket-proof, 
and  manning  them  with  stout  volunteers,  whose  principle 
should  be  boarding.  I  am  mistaken,  when  we  are  suffi- 
ciently provided  with  fleets  of  this  kind,  if  a  single  tender 
will  show  itself  in  your  rivers.  I  have  already,  for  experi- 
ment sake,  sent  out  one  boat,  armed  and  principled  in  this 
manner,  on  a  cruise,  and  expect  with  impatience  the  issue. 
The  men  have  their  cutlasses  and  pistols,  and  seem  to  taste 
the  project.  I  shall  order  twenty  for  each  great  river.  The 
expense  is  trifling ;  and  the  spirit — the  very  principle  of 
coming  to  close  quarters — will  inspire  naturally  the  people 
with  confidence  in  their  own  force  and  valour. 

Another  great  point  I  seem  in  a  fair  way  of  obtaining : 
the  conciliating  your  soldiers  to  the  use  of  spears.  We  had 
a  battalion  out  this  day.  Two  companies,  of  the  strongest 
and  tallest,  were  arnied  with  this  weapon.  They  were 
formed  something  like  the  Triarii  of  the  Romans,  in  the  rear 
of  the  battalions,  occasionally  either  to  throw  themselves 
into  the  intervals  of  the  line,  or  to  form  a  third,  second,  or 
front  rank,  in  close  order.  It  has  a  fine  effect  to  the  eye ; 
and  the  men,  in  general,  seemed  convinced  of  the  utility  of 
the  arrangement.  In  two  days  1  shall  visit  Norfolk,  Suf- 
folk, and  Kemp's  Landing. 

Yours,  affectionately,  ^  . 

•'  Charles  Lee. 

To  Richard  Henry  Lee. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    RICHARD    HARRISON. 

[No.  115.]  Annapolis,  April  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  Captain  Kelt  we  send  you  a  cargo  of  flour, 
which  we  hope  will  get  safe  to  hand,  and  meet  with  a  good 
market.  As  to  the  species  of  returns,  we  have  heretofore 
written  you  fully.  We  have  nothing  to  add  at  present,  only 
that  you  would  please  to  observe  that  our  bay  is  so  full  of 
men-of-war  and  tenders,  that  we  are  of  opinion  that,  what- 
ever returns  you  send,  should  be  in  small  vessels,  that  sail 
well,  and  may  occasionally  run  into  some  of  the  inlets  on 
the  seaboard  side  of  Worcester  County,  or  come  in  close 
under  Cape-Charles.     We  are,  Sec. 

To  Mr.  Richard  Harrison,  Martinico, 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  12,  1776,  nine  o'clock  at  night. 

Gentlemen:  Yours  of  the  9th  instant  was  delivered  to 
us  this  day  at  twelve  o'clock  ;  and  we  immediately  handed 
the  packet  enclosed  to  the  President.  It  contained  the 
act  of  Parliament  for  restraining  the  trade  of  the  Colonies, 
passed  in  December  last,  and  which  was  received  here  in 
the  beginning  of  February.  Our  friends  in  South- Carolina 
supposed  we  might  not  have  received  the  act,  and  therefore 
sent  the  first  copy  they  received. 

Tliere  having  been  an  arrival  of  powder  lately,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Congress,  we  (just  before  the  receipt  of  your 
letter)  borrowed  a  ton,  and  shall  send  it  to  Chestertown,  to 
wait  your  order  in  the  distribution  thereof.  Every  other 
Colony  has  been  supplied  from  the  Continental  magazine, 
and  this  was  spared  to  us  without  hesitation. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 

T.  Stone, 
T.  Johnson,  Jun. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


president    of    congress    to   the    assembly   of    NEW- 
HAMPSHIRE,    etc 

Philadelphia,  April  12,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  While  the  British  Ministry  are  takino- 
every  step  that  cruelty  and  revenge  can  dictate  for  the  de- 
struction  of  Americar}  liberty,  it  is  incumbent  on  these  Uni- 
ted Colonies  to  exert  their  utmost  efforts  to  defeat  them. 
Happily  for  our  country,  their  military  operations  have  not 
been  attended  with  that  success  which  they  so  sanguinely 
expected.  This  circumstance,  however,  far  from  abating 
their  rage  against  us,  has  had  the  effect  constantly  produced 
by  disappointed  passions ;  it  has  roused  them  to  make  new 
exertions  of  power  against  us ;  and  we  now  behold  Ame- 
rican property,  by  a  late  act  of  Pariiament,  made  legal 
plunder.  Such  a  train  of  rapine  and  violence  can  be 
equalled  only  by  the  spirit  with  which  it  is  likely  to  be  exe- 
cuted. Having  authorized  the  seizure  of  vessels  belonging 
to  these  Colonies  wherever  found  upon  the  high  seas,  there 
is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  the  execution  of  the  edict 
(which  we  may  expect  in  its  greatest  extent)  will,  for  a 
time,  prove  a  severe  clog  to  the  trade  of  America.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  Congress,  in  hopes  of  checking,  in 
some  degree,  an  evil  which  they  cannot,  at  present,  remove, 
and  acting  on  the  same  principle  of  self-preservation  and 
retaliation  which  diey  have  hitherto  adopted,  have  been  in- 
duced to  come  into  sundry  resolutions  relative  to  the  fitting 
out  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal.  The  trade  of  America 
is  an  object  of  so  much  consequence,  and  the  protection  of 
it  so  necessary,  that  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  giving  all  the 
encouragement  in  your  power  to  any  measures  that  may  be 
deemed  expedient  for  its  security  and  existence. 

I  herewith  transmit  bonds,  commissions,  and  instructions 
which  the  Congress  has  thought  proper  to  request  the  seve- 
ral Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Committees  of  Safety,  to 
make  use  of  on  the  occasion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant,      y         ,-,  ^     ., 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Assembly  of  New-Hampshire, 

[Same  to  the  Honourable  hssemUy  of  Massachusetts-Bay; 

Assembly  of  Rhode-Island ;  Assembly  of  Connecticut] 

and  Convention  of  Virginia,^ 
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COLONEL    WHIPPLE    TO    MESHECH    WEAKE. 

Philadelpliia,  April  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  have  some  papers  containing  the  late 
resolutions  of  Congress.  Blank  commissions,  &.C.,  will  be 
forwarded  by  the  President.  I  hope  Colonel  Bartleit  will 
soon  be  here ;  I  expect  he  will  set  out  before  this  reaches 
you.  If  the  accounts  cannot  be  got  ready,  a  petition  from 
the  General  Court,  or,  if  they  are  not  sitting,  from  the  Com- 
mittee representing  the  exertions  of  the  Colony  in  tlie  com- 
mon cause,  and  the  disadvantages  of  emitting  such  large 
sums  in  Colonial  bills,  will  have  a  very  good  effect,  and,  I 
am  inclined  to  think,  would  obtain  a  grant  of  about  two- 
thirds  the  sum  the  Colony  is  in  advance. 

Congress  have  been  so  exceedingly  engaged,  I  have  not 
been  able  to  call  their  attention  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  application  of  your  Committee,  but  hope  I 
shall  very  soon  be  able  to  transmit  their  determination. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  "  ,,,  „r 

William  Whipple. 

To  the  Honourable  Meshech  Wcare. 


SAMUEL    GALE    TO    JOHN    McKESSON. 

Fairfield,  April  12,  1776. 

Sir:  On  the  23d  ultimo,  I  was  informed  by  a  private 
hand,  that  your  body  had  resolved  on  my  release,  and  on  the 
illegality  of  my  imprisonment.  Whether  their  proceed- 
ings have  or  have  not  arrived  here,  is  to  me  unknown. 
Though  Mr.  Burr  used  to  call  on  me  often  at  first,  and 
though  I  cannot  help  mentioning  his  civility  when  Mrs.  Gale 
wa.s  here,  yet  he  seems  much  altered  of  late.  He  has  not 
called  on  me  since  the  12th  of  March,  notwithstanding  he 
has  been  in  the  house  almost  every  day.  Whether  this 
alteration  be  owing  to  false  tale-bearers  here,  or  to  some  ill- 
disposed  person  in  New- York,  or  to  what  other  cause,  I 
know  not.  It  has  been  hinted  to  me,  that  he  may  perhaps 
think  me  not  sufficiently  humble  for  a  close  prisoner.  I  must 
acknowledge  that  an  illegal  detention,  even  within  the  walls 
of  a  loathsome  prison,  though  in  a  strange  country,  without 
friends,  and  with  but  very  little  money,  has  not,  nor  cannot, 
lead  me  to  degrade  the  dignity  of  a  freeman  ;  neither  can  I 
(notwithstanding  the  hint)  ever  believe  that  Mr.  Burr  would 
expect  it. 

I  had  an  opportunity  of  sending  to  you  by  another  pri- 
vate hand,  in  a  few  hours  after  the  departure  of  the  former, 
by  whom  I  infomied  you  of  my  then  remaining  in  this 
loathsome  den,  where  I  still  continue  ;  as  also  of  my  labour- 
ing under  a  fit  of  illness,  which  has  since  much  increased, 
and  still  exists,  though  1  have  found  myself  much  better 
these  last  three  or  four  daj's  than  for  some  time  before. 

In  this  intolerable  place,  the  wind,  when  cold,  fairly  chills 
every  vein  in  my  body.  The  smoke,  when  there  is  a  fire, 
not  only  blinds,  but  nearly  suffocates  me  ;  and  the  continued 
smell  of  the  room  has,  I  fear,  tended  to  rot  my  very  vitals. 
In  the  morning  I  have  perpetually  a  sickness  at  the  stomach  ; 
about  noon  comes  on  a  fever,  which,  in  about  three  hours, 
is  succeeded  by  an  ague,  sometimes  more,  and  sometimes 
less  violent.  Every  of  these  intolerable  tortures  were  so  in- 
expressibly increased  by  the  excessive  weather  of  Saturday, 
the  30th  ultimo,  that  they  introduced  thoughts  and  extorted 
expressions  too  wild  to  mention  in  cooler  moments. 

I  have  applied  to  two  different  attorneys  for  a  habeas 
corpus,  that  the  nature  of  my  detention  might  be  inquired 
into  ;  but,  to  my  entire  astonishment,  they  informed  me  that 
that  writ  never  issued  in  this  Government,  nor  was  there  any 
law  of  the  Colony  that  could  administer  relief.  What,  then, 
in  the  name  of  Heaven,  is  to  be  done  ? 

1  am  strangely  mistaken  if  it  has  not  ever  heretofore  been 
looked  upon  as  the  essential  right  of  a  free  people,  that 
every  individual  should  enjoy  unmolested  the  liberty  of  doing 
and  saying  whatever  was  not  prohibited  by  some  law  or  rule 
prescribed.  I  also  conceive  that  the  greatest  severity  which 
reasonable  creatures  could,  with  any  degree  of  colour,  in- 
flict on  any  offender,  were  the  penalties  which  they  had  pre- 
viously affixed  to  his  crime.  I  recollect  no  rule,  nor 
(though  I  have  inquired  as  well  of  Mr.  Burr,  who  detains 
me,  as  of  others)  can  1  find  any  published  by  any  man,  or 
body  of  men,  that  I  have  broken.  Nay,  the  whole  that  is, 
or  can  be,  laid  to  my  charge,  appears  by  one  of  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  Congress  in  1774,  to  have  been  at  that  time 


an  undoubted  right,  inherent  in  every  freeman ;  and  it  will 
doubtless  be  granted  that  there  must  be  a  law,  before  there 
can  be  any  transgression. 

Yet,  behold  a  freeborn  Briton,  who  has  ever  maintained 
a  good  reputation  among  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men 
within  the  circle  of  his  knowledge,  seized  in  his  own  house, 
without  knowing  by  whom,  or  by  whose  authority;  dragged 
away  by  a  Militia  force  from  the  bosom  of  his  family,  and 
from  the  city  of  his  abode,  without  ever  seeing  or  knowing 
his  accusers,  and  without  being  examined,  or  admitted  to 
make  any  defence ;  carried,  a  stranger,  to  a  strange  land, 
from  whose  inhabitants  he  can  expect  no  kind  of  friendship, 
and  whose  laws  afford  him  neither  hearing  or  relief,  there 
(like  a  felon  of  the  degree  of  a  shoeblack)  locked  up  in  a 
loathsome  prison  of  less  than  five  yards  square,  afflicted  with 
cold,  with  smoke,  and  with  unwholesome  smells,  in  addition 
to  a  sickness  under  which  he  laboure  ;  in  this  situation  remain- 
ing, capable  only  to  enumerate  the  days  and  months  of  his 
oppression,  and  so  (in  all  appearance)  likely  to  remain, 
till  death  shall  thus  complete  its  slow  approaches,  inch  by 
inch. 

Let  Heaven  and  earth  bear  witness,  while  the  generous 
man  and  the  brave,  of  what  nation  or  language,  rank  or 
condition,  denomination  or  party  soever,  shall  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  soul  and  answer.  Are  not  these  diings  intolerable? 
Especially  let  him  answer,  after  finding  them  to  be  directly 
contrary  to  all  publick  laws,  resolves,  and  orders,  both  an- 
cient and  modern,  and  still  continued,  notwithstanding  his 
release,  and  the  illegality  of  his  being  taken  has  been  long 
since  detemiined  on  by  a  resolve  of  that  body  which  holds 
the  supreme  rule  of  the  Province  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
from  whence  he  was  forcibly  taken  ! 

What  in  the  world  can  these  pereecutions  mean  ?  Or, 
what  can  they  be  intended  to  produce?  An  alteration  of 
faith?  I  shall  ever  hold  myself  open  to  conviction,  and 
when  I  am  convinced  of  any  error,  I  shall  frankly  acknow- 
ledge it.  But  if  this  be  a  specimen  of  modern  freedom, 
you  would  doubtless  consider  me  a  hypocrite  of  the  first 
magnitude,  should  I  tell  you  that  I  preferred  it  before  the 
ancient  system.  Is  it  meant  to  secure  the  safety  or  exchange 
of  prisoners  ?  Such  notions  must  have  been  founded  in 
error  or  mistake ;  nor  could  they  ever  be  produced  but  by 
a  roundabout  application  through  the  channel  of  the  civil 
officers  ;  for  neither  of  his  Majesty's  states,  military  or  mari- 
time, know  anything  of  my  ever  being  in  existence  ;  at  least, 
if  they  do,  it  is  totally  without  my  knowledge  or  applica- 
tion. Or  is  it  (as  appears  to  me  most  likely)  that  some  of 
my  persecutors  want  to  dip  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  a 
martyr?  If  so,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  far  less  cruni- 
nal,  both  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  for  them  to  let  it  flow 
in  decent  streams,  than  thus  (with  dastardly  meanness)  to 
drag  it  from  me  drop  by  drop. 

Though  I  conceive  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  every  man  to 
use  his  endeavours  for  the  preservation  of  his  life,  yet  (I  be- 
lieve you  knew  it  before  these  unhappy  times  came  on  ;  if 
not,  Mr.  Kelly,  or  Mr  Wells,  can  tell  you)  I  never  viewed 
death  through  so  horrible  a  medium  as  some  men  do,  and  I 
have  lately  learned  to  consider  it  as  a  matter  of  relief,  rather 
than  as  a  punishment.  To  leave  the  wife  of  my  bosom  a 
disconsolate  widow,  and  the  babes  of  my  loins  without  a 
helper,  is  doubdess  an  unhappy  reflection  ;  but  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  a  single  stroke,  however  violent,  would,  in  the  end, 
be  less  grief  to  those  I  leave  behind  me,  than  a  continuation 
of  that  suspense  and  anxiety  of  mind  with  which  they  are . 
now  totally  ovei-whelmed.  However,  as  a  duty  which  I 
owe  to  my'Maker,  I  am  led  again  to  demand  my  life,  liberty, 
and  safety,  at  the  hands  of  those  who  hold  the  governing 
reins  of  the  Province  of  New-  York,  to  which  I  belong ;  be- 
fore whom  I  shall  take  it  as  a  further  favour  in  you,  to  lay 
this  letter  immediately  on  its  coming  to  your  hands. 

Should  any  imprudent  or  offensive  expressions  be  con- 
tained in  this,  or  either  of  my  other  letters,  I  doubt  not  but 
your  knowledge  of  my  former  treatment  will  lead  your  can- 
dour to  consider  them,  not  as  any  intentional  offence,  but  as 
a  matter  flowing  from  that  fountain  of  unmerited  opi)ression, 
whose  streams  have  continually  washed  over  me,  without  in- 
termission, for  more  than  a  twelve-month  past.  On  this 
consideration,  I  would  beg  the  liberty  of  going  one  step 
farther,  and  mentioning,  that  though  I  ever  heartily  wished 
for  a  more  permanent  and  happy  political  arrangement  be- 
tween my  native  land  and  this,  tlian  has  hitherto  subsisted, 
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yet,  early  in  the  unliappy  contest,  I  (as  well  as  thousands 
besides)  conceived  an  important  danger,  tiiat  a  new-raised 
military  would,  in  time,  wrest  tiie  sceptre  from  the  hands  of 
those  who  were  intended  to  control  it,  and  rule  the  in- 
habitants of  the  land  solely  by  the  force  of  arms,  without 
their  approbation  or  direction  in  the  least ;  thereby  depriving 
the  reputable  citizen  and  the  industrious  husbandman,  that 
had  at  any  time  fallen  within  the  compass  of  any  of  their 
displeasure,  of  the  benefit  of  every  law  from  whence  any 
relief  might  come.  Methinks  I  now  view  that  dreadful  morn 
already  dawned  !     Let  it  not  be  said  diat  I  see  clearly. 

The  sensible  and  the  generous,  whose  sentiments  are  un- 
contracted,  of  whatsoever  party  or  denomination  they  may 
be,  will  cease  to  wonder  that  persons  who  were  heavily  laden 
with  this  conception  should  hold  opinions  something  differ- 
ent from  those,  who  (though  they  would  all  equally  detest 
so  direful  a  production)  considered  its  pregnancy  as  a  mere 
visionary  fable  that  existed  not. 

Whether  this  was  a  natural  or  a  false  conception  ;  whether 
it  has  or  has  not  arrived  beyond  the  state  of  embryo,  and 
acquired  the  motions  of  a  living  foetus,  every  man  must 
judge  for  himself  Let  it  never  be  said  that  it  has  arrived 
at  a  perfect  birth ! 

Fatal  experience  has  given  me  but  too  much  reason  to 
suppose  its  being  already  born ;  nor  can  anything  short  of 
an  immediate  release  convince  me  to  the  contrary.  If  I 
am'  wrong,  I  should  be  heartily  glad  to  be  convinced  of  my 
error,  and  (as  I  said  before)  I  shall  then  frankly  acknowledge 
it.  Should  this  be  the  case,  I  would  beg  the  favour  of  you 
to  despatch  a  person  hither  on  purpose ;  for  I  cannot  place 
much  faith  in  receiving  anydiing  by  the  post,  being  fully  of 
opinion  that  you  have  not  been  so  long  silent.  I  should 
also  be  glad  he  would  bring  a  spare  horse  with  him,  as  horses 
are  not  easily  to  be  hired  here. 

I  cannot  conclude  w  itliout  saying  that,  however  enx)neous 
my  opinions,  or  however  imprudent  my  revealing  them  may 
have  been,  few,  if  any,  have  ever  held  more  sincere  wishes 
for  the  real  welfare  of  this,  and  every  other  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  than  myself. 

1  must  repeat  my  thanks  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  have 
taken ;  and  should  a  continuance  of  this  unhappy  season 
lead  you,  or  any  of  your  acquaintances,  into  a  disagreeable 
situation,  you  and  they  may  rely  on  receiving  every  relief 
that  can  flow  through  any  channel,  by  means  of  the  appli- 
cation of,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

S.  Gale. 

To  John  McKesson,  Esq.,  Attomey-at-Law,  New-  York. 


PAHOLE    OF    GOVERNOUR    BROWNE,  ETC.,  PRISONERS    TAKEN 
BY    ADMIRAL     HOPKINS. 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  Port  of  New-London, ') 
April  12,  1776.  5 

We,  Montfort  Brotvne,  Esq.,  Governour  o(  Neic-Provi- 
dence,  Tliomas  Irving,  Esq.,  and  James  Babbidge*  prison- 
ers in  the  power  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety 
for  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  being  delivered  to  them  by 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Fleet  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies in  America,  having  been  kindly  treated  and  protected 
by  tliem,  and  enlarged  on  parole,  do  hereby  solemnly  pro- 
mise and  engage,  on  the  honour  of  gentlemen,  that  we  will 
not  bear  arms  against  the  Colonies  o(  America,  in  any  man- 
ner whatever,  for  the  space  of  twelve  months,  or  until  we 
may  be  exchanged  ;  nor  will  we,  during  that  time,  take  any 
measures  to  give  intelligence  to  the  British  Ministry,  or 
Ministerial  Army  or  Navy,  or  to  any  person  or  persons 
whatever,  relative  to  American  affairs ;  but  will  proceed, 
with  all  convenient  expedition,  to  the  town  of  IVindham, 
in  this  Colony,  and  peaceably  abide  within  the  limits  of  said 
township,  and  submit  ourselves  to  the  furdier  directions  of 
the  said  Governour  and  his  Council  of  Safety ;  that  we  will 
not,  direcdy  or  indirectly,  attempt  to  procure  any  person  or 
persons  to  rescue  us ;  and  that  we  will  not  go  on  board  any 
British  ship-of-war  during  die  continuance  of  our  engage- 
ment not  to  bear  arms.  j^^^^  Babbidge, 

Thomas  Irving. 

•  NEW-LonDON,v?/>r»7 19, 1 776.—  Wednesday  last,  Montfort  Bro-wne, 
Esq.,  Govprnour  of  JVcTv-Providence,  Mr.  liahbidge.  Secretary  of  that 
Province,  Mr.  Irving,  one  of  the  Council  oi  South-Carolina,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  prisoners,  brought  in  by  Commodore  Hopkins,  were  carried 
from  hence  to  IVindham,  under  an  escort. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  22,  1776.] 

Fort  George,  April  12,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  troops  that  arrived  too  late  at  Alhamj  to  cross 
the  lakes  on  the  ice  are  now  at  this  post  and  Fort  Edward, 
impatiendy  waiting  for  the  lakes  to  become  navigable.  I 
hope  a  day  or  two  will  effect  it.  All  is  in  readiness  to 
move  immediately  the  cannon  are  cmbai'ked,  and  all  such 
stores  as  are  not  perishable. 

General  Thomas  is  seven  miles  from  this  place,  where  I 
have  advised  him  to  remain  until  the  lakes  open,  as  we  have 
scarcely  room  to  lay  down  at  this  place.  The  gentlemen 
Committee  remain  at  Saratoga  for  the  same  reason. 

The  originals  of  the  enclosed  papers  are  this  moment 
come  to  hand  by  the  Canada  post.  The  intelligence  they 
contain  is  so  interesting  that  I  send  this  by  express,  and 
have  also  written  to  General  Washington,  repeating  my 
wish  that  a  reinforcement  may  be  immediately  sent  up. 

I  have  been  long  apprehensive  that  tlie  imprudent  con- 
duct of  our  troops  would  create  a  disgust  to  our  cause  in 
the  Canadians ;  it  even  hurts  it  in  this  Colony,  as  I  have  be- 
fore taken  the  liberty  to  observe  to  you  ;  nor  will  it  be  reme- 
died without  a  stricter  discipline  prevails,  nor  even  then 
unless  severer  punishments  could  be  inflicted  than  the  pre- 
sent military  law  allows  of. 

We  have  had  a  severe  snow-storm  this  day,  which  is 
clearing  up  with  a  high  northwest  wind,  which  may  proba- 
bly break  die  ice. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  humble  ser- 
vant, Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancoclc. 

P.  S.  General  Washington  informs  me  that  he  cannot 
procure  any  hard  cash. 

Montreal,  March  16,  1776. 

Sir :  This  Vvill  be  handed  to  you  by  Mr.  Bhlce,  in  whose 
favour  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  draw  upon  you  one  order 
of  the  13th  instant,  for  three  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds 
fifteen  shillings  and  three  pence,  lawful  money,  which  is  for 
blankets,  &ic.,  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  troops  ;  and  one 
order  of  the  16th  instant,  for  four  himdred  and  seventy-one 
pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  nine  pence,  lawful  money,  in 
cash,  borrowed  of  him  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  and  which 
we  have  had  for  some  time,  without  interest.  He  has  been 
very  friendly  to  us,  and  granted  us  eveiy  assistance  in  his 
power.  I  therefore  recommend  him  to  your  notice.  He 
will  tell  you  the  reasons  we  have  to  apprehend  that  there  is 
mischief  contriving  by  the  King's  Troops,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants, tradei-s,  and  savages,  in  and  about  Detroit.  '■' 

Many  of  our  friends  in  this  town,  from  a  number  of  cir- 
cumstances, are  of  opinion  diat  those  men,  who  I  informed 
you  of  in  my  last  had  made  their  escape  from  this  place, 
took  with  them  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  We  are  in- 
formed by  some  Savages  that  they  left  Legokt  last  Monday 
for  Niagara  and  Detroit ;  and  it  is  diought  if  a  party  went 
off  immediately  by  the  way  of  the  Mohawk  Biver  that  they 
might  be  taken.  After  being  fully  informed  by  Mr.  Blake, 
perhaps  you  will  think  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  diver- 
sion that  way  as  eariy  as  possible ;  for  should  a  large  num- 
ber come  down  to  this  town,  w  bile  the  bulk  of  our  Army  are 
at  Quebcck,  they  may  give  us  trouble. 

I  have  made  a  calculation  of  what  powder  we  have  in 
this  country,  and  find  diere  is  not  more  than  sixty  rounds 
for  six  thousand  men,  supposing  we  had  no  use  for  cannon. 
I  am  afraid  that  it  will  be  so  difficult  to  pass  the  lakes  in  a 
little  time,  that  unless  the  men  are  hurried,  our  numbers  will 
fall  gready  short  of  what  were  expected. 

Your  favour  of  the  6th  instant  I  have  received,  and  am 
very  sorry  that  the  whole  of  the  provisions,  cannon,  artil- 
lery, stores,  &LC.,  which  were  designed  for  this  country, 
could  not  be  sent  forward.  I  hardly  know  what  we  shall 
do.  Our  money  is  already  gone.  Hope  there  is  some 
upon  the  road.  The  Deputy  Paymaster  is  still  here.  He 
sent  some  time  ago  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  in  paper,  to 
Quebeck ;  but  I  believe  that  he  has  not  a  sufficiency  to  pay 
off  the  Army  by  him.  I  expected  to  have  gone  to  Quebeck 
myself  before  diis  time,  but  the  troops  coming  in  so  slowly, 
and  there  has  been  so  much  to  do  here,  diat,  as  yet,  it  has  been 
impossible.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  General  Lee  is  on  his 
road.     Hope  to  see  him  in  this  Province  in  a  few  days. 
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If  you  can  possibly  be  spared  from  Ncic-  York,  I  think  it 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  our  operations  in  this  country 
that  you  remain  at  Albany  till  we  can  be  remitted  and  sup- 
plied with  necessaries ;  am,  therefore,  exceeding  glad  to 
hear  that  you  intend  it. 

I  atn,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  veiy  humble  servant, 

Davjd  Wooster. 

Head-yuarters,  before  Qucbeck,  March  26,  1 776. 

Tlie  contents  of  your  last  favour  I  have  not  time  to  an- 
swer by  this  conveyance.  This  is  only  to  give  you  some 
idea  of  some  late  interesting  transactions. 

The  Priests  ui  t\\o  or  three  Parishes  below  Point-Levi 
having  been  brought  to  Head-Quarters  some  weeks  since, 
on  account  of  their  diabolical  conduct,  and  were  released  on 
solemn  promises  of  amendment,  have,  in  conjunction  with 
a  party  sent  from  town,  imbodied  several  hundred  Cana- 
dians, and,  it  is  said,  have  two  twelve-pounders.  Against 
this  body,  our  men  from  the  Point  (two  hundred  in  all) 
marched  yesterday  morning,  engaged  the  enemy,  took  thirty 
prisoner ;  how  many  killed  cannot  learn.  We  had  one  man 
wounded.  This  was  not  the  enemy's  main  body.  This 
account  is,  as  I  am  informed,  from  Major  Dubois,  who 
V  commanded  on  the  occasion.  Aaron  Piatt  and  Philadel- 
phia Hughes  were  in  the  party.  We  impatiently  wait  the 
issue  of  this  affair,  as  much  depends  on  it.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  Jerseymen  and  Pennsylvanians  are  to  march  for 
Point-Levi  this  day.  I  have  only  time  to  add  that  I  am, 
&c.,  Gershom  Mott. 

To  Captain  Goforth,  commanding  at  Three-Rivers. 

Head-Quarters,  Montreal,  April  1,  1776. 

Sir:  General  Wooster  left  this  place  for  Quebeck,  the 
27th  last  month.  He  has  honoured  me,  though  unequal  to 
the  task,  with  the  command  of  this  District.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities,  do  for  the  best ;  and  I 
conceive  it  my  duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  to  inform  you  of 
every  material  circumstance  as  they  occur  to  me,  as  well  as 
to  give  you  a  particular  account,  from  time  to  time,  of  this 
important  district ;  and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  thought  amiss 
if  I  add  my  own  ideas  of  the  whole  country,  and  affaii-s  in 
general.  You  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  friendly  dis- 
position of  the  Canadians  wlien  General  Montgomery  firet 
penetrated  into  the  country.  The  ready  assistance  which 
they  gave  on  all  occasions,  by  men,  carnages,  or  provisions, 
was  most  remarkable  ;  even  when  he  was  before  Qiiebeck, 
many  Parishes  offered  their  service  in  the  reduction  of  that 
fortress,  which  was  at  that  time  thought  unnecessary.  But 
his  most  unfortunate  fate,  added  to  other  incidents,  has  caused 
such  a  change  in  their  disposition,  that  we  are  no  more  to  look 
upon  them  as  friends,  but,  on  the  contrary,  waiting  an  oppor- 
tunity to  join  our  enemies.  That  no  observations  of  my  own 
may  remain  obscure,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  I  think  the 
clergy  (or  guardians  of  the  souls,  and  conductors  of  the 
bodies)  of  these  enthusiasts  have  been  neglected,  perhaps  in 
some  instances  ill  used.  Be  that  as  it  will,  they  are  unani- 
mous, though  privately,  against  our  cause ;  and  I  have  too 
much  reason  to  fear  many  of  them,  with  otlier  people  of 
some  consequence,  have  carried  on  a  correspondence  the 
whole  winter  with  General  Carleton  in  ^uebcck,  and  are 
now  plotting  our  destruction.  The  peasantry  in  general 
have  been  ill  used ;  they  have  in  some  instances  been  dra- 
gooned, with  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  furnish  wood  for 
the  garrison,  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  current  price  ;  carriages, 
and  many  other  articles  furnished,  for  which  certificates  were 
given,  not  legible  and  without  signature — the  one  half  of 
consequence  rejected  by  the  Quartermaster-General.  It  is 
true,  they  have  been  promised  payment,  from  time  to  time ; 
yet  they  look  upon  such  promises  as  vague,  tiieir  labour  and 
property  lost,  and  the  Congress  and  the  United  Colonies  as 
bankrupt ;  and  (what  is  a  more  material  point)  they  have 
not  seen  sufficient  force  in  the  country  to  protect  them. 
These  matters  furnish  very  stixjng  arguments  to  be  made 
use  of  by  our  enemies. 

To  take  a  view  of  our  little  Army  here,  I  have  pretty 
good  information  that  our  strength  in  camp  before  (Qucbeck 
did  not,  on  the  18th  of  March,  much  exceed  that  6n  the  day 
after  General  Montgomery  s  fall.  General  Arnold  had  at 
that  time  about  four  hundred  men  in  a  small-pox  Hospital. 
Neither  order  nor  subordination  prevails,  and  of  course  shortly 


no  soldiers.    On  the  15th  of  this  month,  tiiose  who  wintered' 
in  the  country  are  free,  and,  in  my  opinion,  neither  art,  craft, 
nor  money,  will  prevail  on  many  of  them  to  reinlist  to  serve 
in  Canada.     Colonel  Livingston's  Regiment,  consisting  of 
about  two  hundrc(^,  will  be  free  on  the  same  day  ;  very  few, 
of  them,  if  any,  will  re-engage.    Of  my  intended  regiment  I 
have  about  two  hundred  and  fifty.     The  want  of  money 
obliges  me  to  stop ;  where  I  shall  remain  until  matters  take 
a  change,  if  ever,  in  our  favour,  as  not  a  man  more  will  now 
engage,  and  those  which  I  have  inlisted  will  go  to  the  right 
about  in  case  the  Canadians  in  general  join  against  us ;  at 
least  such  is  my  opinion.    With  respect  to  the  better  sort  of 
people,  both  French  and  English,  seven-eighths  are  Tories, 
wiio  would  wish  to  see  our  throats  cut,  and  perhaps  would 
readily  assist  in  doing  it. 

The  taking  of  (^uebeck  is  altogether  casual.  The  keep- 
ing of  the  country,  according  to  the  present  appearance  of 
affairs,  is  totally  against  us.  No  preparation  has  been,  or  can 
be  made  to  guard  the  river,  for  a  very  good  reason — no 
money  or  men  of  skill  to  do  it;  the  whole  country  left 
without  any  other  kind  of  law  than  that  of  the  arbitrary 
and  despotick  power  of  the  sword  in  the  hands  of  the 
several  commanding  olEcers — too  frequently  abused  in  all 
cases  of  this  nature. 

You  may  remember,  sir,  in  a  conversation  with  you,  at 
Albany,  I  urged  the  necessity  of  sending  immediately  to 
Canada  able  Generals,  a  respectable  Army,  a  Committee 
of  Congress,  a  suitable  supply  of  hard  cash,  a  printer,  Sic. 
Indeed,  I  had  before  represented  those  measures  in  person 
to  Congress — at  least  to  the  Committee  of  Congress — and 
we  have  since  been  flattered,  from  time  to  time,  with  one  or 
all  those  essentials. 

The  Savages  hereabouts  are  cool ;  they  keep  aloof  from 
us;  we  are  to  expect  litde  or  no  friendship  from  them,  and, 
indeed,  little  or  no  precaution  has  been  taken  for  that  purpose. 
It  is  excepted  by  some  that  numbers  will  come  from  the  in- 
terior country,  and  fall  on  our  frontiers,  eariy  in  the  spring. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  you  extracts  from  some  private  let- 
ters, which  accidentally  came  to  hand  from  the  camp  before 
Q^tiebeck.  1  believe  the  contents,  as  the  news  has  come  to 
town  several  ways.  The  Canadians  taking  up  arms  so 
eariy  against  us  is  of  the  most  important  consequence.  We 
have  brought  about  ourselves,  by  mismanagement,  what 
Governour  Carleton  himself  could  never  effect. 

Having  endeavoured  to  lay  before  you  a  true  state  of  facts 
as  they  occur  to  me,  if  I  have  done  my  duty  thereby,  I  shall 
be  happy ;  if  I  have  exceeded,  I  beg  you  will  impute  it  to 
pure  zeal  in  my  country's  cause,  and  the  ardent  desire  I 
have,  on  all  occasions,  to  contribute  all  in  my  power  for  the 
interests  of  the  United  Colonies.  And  should  you  be  of  opi- 
nion that  any  of  my  remarks  are  worthy  the  attention  of 
Congress,  you  will  please  to  communicate  them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  true  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

.  .  .  Moses  Hazen. 

To  Major-General  Philip  Schuyler. 

Camp  before  Quebcck,  March  26,  1776. 

I  have  just  time  to  let  you  know  that  I  and  my  family 
arrived  at  Head-Quarters  on  Saturday,  23d  instant,  in  good 
health.  I  am  informed  that  five  hundred  Canadians,  and 
a  few  Regulars  from  the  garrison,  have  assembled  together, 
twelve  leagues  below  Quebeck,  with  two  twelve-pounders, 
and  are  getting  more  formidable  every  day ;  and  have  inter- 
cepted some  provisions  of  ours.  We- have  sent  a  party  of 
men  after  them,  to  take  their  standard  (which  they  have 
erected)  and  bring  it  to  Head-Quarters.  For  my  part  I 
dread  the  consequence,  as  our  party  does  not  amount 
to  one  hundred  men.  God  (and  he  only)  can  determine 
our  fate.  I  think  we  have  sent  one  gondola  and  some 
armed  batteaus  in  order  to  intercept  an  armed  schooner  from 
Quebeck ;  and  they  are  cutting  more  out  of  the  ice — I  mean 
the  Regulars. 

Excuse  haste.  I  know  your  prudence  will  know  how  to 
handle  this  dangerous  news.  John  Brogden. 

To  Captain  Goforth,  commanding  at  Three-Rivers. 

P.  S.  Nothing  shall  escape  my  notice  to  you  of  all  that 
passes  ;  and  if  you  think  me  worth  your  notice,  let  me  have 
your  opinion.  Thanks  be  to  God,  this  moment,  as  I  was 
concluding  this  letter,  news  came  in  that  Major  Dubois 
had  sent  a  letter  to  General  Arnold  that  our  men  met  with 
the  advanced  party  of  the  enemy,  killed  and  wounded  a 
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good  many,  and  took  thirty  prisoners,  and  routed  the  rest, 
and  are  advancing  to  tiie  main  body.  A  party  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  is  gone  to  reinforce  our  party.  We  ex- 
pect further  news  very  soon.  If  we  carry  our  point,  I  tiiink 
Qucbcck  will  soon  be  our  own.  •  J.  B. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  A  LETTER  OF  CAPTAIN  GOFORTH. 

Reports  are  various  with  respect  to  Indians.  Some  say 
five  thousand  are  coming  down  to  rut  off  Montreal ;  others 
say  they  are  to  pass  Montreal,  come  to  Thrtc-Bivcrs,  and 
hasten  to  (^iiebcck  to  the  relief  of  their  falh<;r,  (  Carkton,)  who 
is  now  confined  within  the  walls,  and  must  be  relieved,  or  they 
will  lose  all  their  trade.  Whether  reality  or  fiction,  time  will 
soon  discover.  Should  have  written  to  the  General  before 
now  about  some  flagrant  abuses  that  have  been  committed 
by  the  private  soldiers  on  their  march  to  (^m.hcck,  had  I 
not  expected  to  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  him  at 
this  place  before  now.  A  Priest's  house  has  been  entered 
with  great  violence,  and  his  watch  plundered  from  him.  At 
another  house  they  run  in  debt  about  twenty  sliillings,  {En- 
glish^ and  because  the  man  wanted  to  be  paid,  run  iiiin 
through  the  neck  with  a  bayonet.  Women  and  children 
have  been  terrified,  and  forced,  with  the  jroint  of  the  bay- 
onet, to  furnish  horses  for  private  soldiers  without  any  pros- 
pect of  pay.  I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  discover  the 
offendei-s,  but  have  issued  a  proclamation.  Captain  Stonp, 
of  the  Jerset/ Forces,  left  with  me  a  silver  tablespoon,  which 
he  thinks  was  taken  by  one  of  his  men  from  some  inhabitant 
of  Montreal.  Please  to  advertise  it,  that  the  owner,  sending 
the  marks,  may  have  it  again. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER    TO    GENERAL    THOMPSON. 

Fort  George,  April  12,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  General  Wash- 
ington, which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  leave  open  for 
your  perusal.  Should  he  not  have  reached  Isew-  York,  you 
will  please  seal  and  forward  it  to  him,  by  express,  wherever 
he  may  be ;  as  also  that  of  Mr.  Hancock.  If  there  is  a  pos- 
sibility of  sparing  troops  from  ISew-York,  they  will  certainly 
be  sent.  I  wish  you,  therefore,  to  detain  all  the  vessels  you 
can  to  transport  them  to  Albany,  initil  the  return  of  your 
expresses  from  Congress  or  the;  General,  excepting  such  as 
may  be  employed  in  transporting  provisions,  which  must  be 
sent  up  with  all  possible  desjjatch ;  together  with  two  or 
three  tons  of  powder,  if  it  can  be  spared. 

I  am  informed  that  the  gairisons  at  the  posts  in  the  High- 
lands are  very  weak.  If  so,  you  will  please  to  send  a  rein- 
forcement, under  the  command  of  an  active  officer. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  Brigadier-General  Thompson,  or  Officer  commanding  at 
New-  York. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  April  12,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  Yesterday  I  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  favour  of  the  3d  instant,  by  Bennet,  who  overtook  me 
on  my  way  to  this  place.  All  is  in  readiness  to  move,  as  soon 
as  the  lakes  open,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  in  a  day  or  two. 
General  Tliomas  is  here,  six  companies  of /Jurrcfs  Regiment 
from  Connecticut,  two  companies  of  the  First  Pevmylvania 
Battalion,  and  three  of  the  New-Jersey.  The  remainder  of 
these  corps  are  gone  on,  whereof  two  companies  are  about 
forty-five  miles  below  Crotvn-Point ;  the  rest  have  reached 
Canada.  We  have  also  here  two  companies  of  Van 
Schakk's,  of  this  Colony  ;  and  five  companies  of  the  Second 
Pennsylvania  Battalion  are  at  Fort-I<Alivard,  waiting  for  the 
lake  to  open,  as  I  have  no  quarters  for  them  at  this  place. 
The  remainder  of  Van  Schaick's  are  not  yet  raised  ;  and 
two  companies  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Battalion  are  on 
tlieir  way  from  Neiv-  York. 

I  should  be  extremely  happy,  my  dear  General,  to  pay 
my  devoirs  to  you  at  New- York,  but  I  do  not  see  a  possi- 
bility of  quitting  this  quarter,  without  risking  all  in  Canada ; 
unless  some  other  General  Officer  should  relieve  me,  I  shall, 
therefore,  presume  to  remain,  uidess  I  receive  your  further 
orders. 

Four  o'clock,  P.  M. — This  moment  the  post  from  Canada 
is  arrived.  I  enclose  you  copies  of  all  the  papers  I  received. 
The  intelligence  they  afford  is  so  alarming,  that  I  beg  leave 


to  repeat  my  wish  that  a  considerable  body  of  troops  should 
be  immediately  sent  up. 

I  have  stopped  tlie  courier  at  this  place,  and  he  goes 
back  immediately  to  advise  our  friends  in  Canada  that  the 
troops  now  here  will  soon  be  in  Canada ;  and  I  have  pre- 
sumed to  «dd,  that  they  will  be  followed  by  three  or  four 
thousand  more.  This  intelligence  will  keep  up  their  spirits, 
and  intimidate  our  enemies. 

I  have  heretofore  observed  to  your  Excellency  that  I  had 
never  received  a  return  of  the  Army  in  Canada.  I  am,  on 
that  account,  still  incapable  of  letting  you  know  the  strength 
of  our  Army  there.  I  am  equally  in  the  dark  with  rcspc!ct 
to  the  arrangement  made  in  oilicering  the  two  regiments  that 
were  to  be  raised  out  of  die  troops  that  wintered  there. 

The  provisions  at  these  posts  is  very  trifling.  None  of 
what  General  Lee  has  contracted  for,  is  come  to  Albany; 
and,  unless  a  speedy  supply  is  sent  up,  our  troops  in  Ca- 
nada must  sufier.  I  have  written  on  diis  subject  to  General 
Thompson,  before  I  left  Albany ;  and  although  I  make  not 
the  least  doubt  but  diat  he  will  forward  it,  if  he  can,  yet  I 
beg  leave  to  mention  it,  lest  he  should  forget  to  mention  it 
on  the  arrival  of  his  superior  officer  at  New-York. 

I  am  seized  with  a  copious  scorbutick  eruption,  which  I 
have  frequently  experienced,  and  imagined  it  threw  off  some 
other  more  disagreeable  disorder.  I  believe  it  will  not  con- 
fine me,  or  prevent  me  from  doing  my  duty. 

I  am,  dear  General,  most  sincerely,  your  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    WARD    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  April  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  Colonel  War- 
ren, the  Paymaster-General,  acquaints  me  he  has  not  money 
enough  left  in  the  Treasury  (since  what  was  drawn  for  the 
Commissary  and  Quartermaster)  to  pay  the  five  regiments 
which  remain  here  for  the  month  of  March. 

Mr.  Quartermaster  Parke  had  a  warrant  for  five  thou- 
sand five  hundred  pounds  twelve  shillings,  and  Mr.  Com- 
missary Avery  had  a  warrant  for  four  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds,  to  defray  the  expenses  in  their  several  departments  ; 
and  they  both  assured  me  that  they  could  not  do  with  less. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary 
directions  with  respect  to  a  supply  of  money. 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 


GENERAL    WARD    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  23,  1776.] 

Boston,  A*pril  12,  1776. 

Sir:  Some  time  since,  I  wrote  you,  requesting  leave  to 
resign  my  command  in  the  Army,  on  account  of  my  ill  state 
of  health,  and  desiring  some  person  might  be  appointed  in 
my  place ;  but,  as  yet,  have  had  no  answer. 

I  must  renew  my  request,  for  the  same  reason.  I  cannot 
be  content  to  continue  in  office,  when  I  am  conscious  I  am 
not  able  to  do  the  duties  of  the  same ;  for  I  think  it  would 
be  dishonourable. 

Devoutly  praying  for  the  Divine  blessing  on  our  righteous 
cause,  I  subscribe  myself  your  most  obedient  and  very  hum- 
ble servant,  ,  ,,. 

Artemas  Ward. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Dr.  Thicker,  and  about  twenty-four  men,  the  day 
before  yesterday,  in  whaleboats,  near  Cohasset,  took  one  of 
the  enemy's  vessels,  two  hundred  tons  burden,  laden  with 
ruiD,  valued  at  six  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  carried  her 
into  Cohasset. 


COLONEL  KNOX  TO  COLONEL  BURBECK. 

Camtiridgc,  April  12,  1776. 

Sir:  In  the  written  instmctions  which  his  Excellency 
General  Washington  was  pleased  to  give  to  me,  it  is  ex- 
pressly ordered  that  you  are  to  go  immediately  for  Nctv- 
York  by  the  most  direct  road. 

You  will,  therefore,  set  out  as  soon  as  possible,  and  pro- 
ceed, with  the  utmost  expedition,  for  that  place. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant,      „  i^ 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Burbeck. 
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Siii: 


COLONEL  BURBFXK  TO  COLONEL  KNOX. 

Cambridge,  April  18,  1776. 
I  see,  by  your  instmctions  from  his  Excellency,  1 


am  ordered  to  ]Sew-  York  directly.  When  I  came  out  of 
Boston,  the  Provincial  Congress  voted  me  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  during  the  war,  and  four  shillings  sterling  a  day 
for  life.  It  would  be  ungenerous  for  me  to  leave  their  ser- 
vice, as  they  have  provided  so  well  for  me.  If  I  leave  their 
service,  the  four  shillings  a  day  is  lost  to  me.  As  I  am  ad- 
vanced in  years,  I  ain  unwilling  to  part  with  it. 

I  am  not  able  to  set  out  directly  to  J\ew-  York,  because 
I  am  finishing  the  drafts  for  cannon,  mortars,  and  carriages, 
for  the  Province. 

I  hope,  sir,  the  above  will  excuse  me  for  not  complying 
with  your  orders. 

Your  humble  servant,  William  Bdhbeck. 

To  Colonel  Henry  Knox. 


DECLARATION    BY    THE    INHABITANTS    OF    NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  in  Committee  of  Safety,  5 

April  12,  1776.      5 

To  the  Selectmen  of 

In  order  to  carry  the  underwritten  Resolve  of  the  honour- 
able Continental  Congress  into  execution,  you  are  requested 
to  desire  all  Males,  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  (Luna- 
ticks,  Idiots,  and  Negroes  excepted,)  to  sign  the  Declaration 
on  this  paper ;  and,  when  so  done,  to  make  return  thereof, 
together  with  the  name,  or  names,  of  all  who  shall  refuse  to 
sign  the  same,  to  the  General  Assembly,  or  Committee  of 

Safety  of  this  Colony.  ,,  ,,,  ^,    . 

■'  ■'  M.  Weare,  Chairman. 

"In  Congress,  March  14,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  and  Councils,  or  Committees  of 
Safely,  of  the  United  Colonies,  immediately  to  cause  all 
persons  to  be  disarmed,  within  their  respective  Colonies, 
who  are  notoriously  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America,  or 
who  have  not  associated,  and  refuse  to  associate,  to  defend, 
by  Arms,  the  United  Colonies,  against  the  hostile  attempts 
of  the  British  Fleets  and  Armies. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

In  consequence  of  the  above  Resolution  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  to  show  our  determination  in  joining 
our  American  brethren  in  defending  tlie  lives,  liberties,  and 
properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies : 

Vie,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  solemnly  engage,  and 
promise,  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  at  the 
risk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  with  arms,  oppose  the  hostile 
proceedings  p(  the  British  Fleets  and  Annies  against  the 
United  American  Colonies. 


SIGNERS    IN    AMHERST. 


Nahum  BaMwin, 

Moses  NichiiN, 
Wiliam  Bradford, 
Josiah  Crosby, 
Peter  Woodbury, 
Thomas  Burns, 
Koberl  Means, 
Nathan  Jones, 
Henry  Coilmon, 
Peier  Robeilson, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
John  Burns, 
Stephen  Walker, 
Satnuel  Harris, 
David  Hildifcth, 
Ephraim  Booker, 
Henry  Kimball, 
William  Low, 
Samuel  Stanley, 
Jonathan  Grimes, 
Amos  Flint, 
William  Read, 
Joseph  S'.eel, 
Wiliam  Odell, 
Joseph  Bonttell, 
Timothy  Smith, 
Thomas  Cuvrell, 
Ephraim  Hildreth, 
JSaihan  Kendall, 
Benjamin  Day, 
Reubrn  Boulter, 
Ebenezer  Kea, 
Kendal  Boutwels, 
Oliver  Carlton, 
Hezekiah  Louvjoy, 
Enos  Bradfird, 
Thomas  Towne, 
Daniel  Stephen, 


James  Leeton, 
Benjamin  Hopkins, 
Jacob  Curtice, 
Jacob  Curtice,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Taylor, 
JoMah  Dodge, 
William  Codman, 
Silas  Cummings, 
Ananias  Wallasie, 
Joseph  Sieel,  Jun., 
Timothy  Nichols, 
Benj.  Hopkins,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Hopkins, 
John  Burns, 
Benj.  Huichinson, 
John  Seetown, 
William  VVilkins, 
Francis  Louvjoy, 
John  Cochran, 
James  Gilliiioure, 
Josiah  Sawyerice, 
Jonathan  Twi>s, 
Richard  Hughes, 
John  Hartshorn, 
Nathan  Jones,  Jan., 
Amos  FItnl.  Jun., 
Samuel  Steward, 
Nathan  Hutchinson, 
Robert  Read, 
Samuel  Hale, 
ArchelausTown, 
Darius  Abbot, 
Joseph  Gould, 
Jonaihan  Sawyer, 
Samson  Crosby, 
Nathaniel  Barret, 
Nath.  Huichinson,  Jr. 
Johu  Qrines, 


Israel  Town,  Jun., 
William  Taylor, 
Jonathan  Lund, 
Isaac  Wright, 
Benj.  Kendrick, 
Josiah  Kidder, 
William  Peacock, 
Joseph  Peirce, 
David  Dunckle, 
Jcdin  Kendell,  Jun., 
Isaac  How, 
Jacob  Blodgett, 
Adam  Patterson, 
Josiah  Sawyer, 
George  Burns, 
John  Burns,  Jun., 
Joseph  Kollings, 
Isaac  H'  It, 
Joseph  Cogin, 
John  Roby, 
John  Twiss, 
James  McKeene, 
Thos.  Wakefield,  Jr., 
Ebenezer  Holt,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Lampson, 
Ephraim  Abboll, 
Moses  ICimball, 
Samuel  Taylor, 
Allen  Goodiidge, 
Thomas  Averall,  Jr., 
Francis  Elliot, 
Elisha  Tiiion, 
Nath.Tn  Fuller, 
John  Diincklee, 
Amos  Green, 
James  Harishorn, 
John  Washer, 
David  Green, 


Joseph  Boutell, 
Reuben  Holt, 
Michael  Keel, 
Joseph  Prince, 
Abijah  Wilkiiis, 
Thonas  Wesion, 
John  Averial, 
William  Lainson, 
John  Cole, 
Israel  Wesion, 
Nathan  Cole, 
Thomas  Towne, 
Joshua  Wri;iht, 
Joshua  Wiickins, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Lemuel  Winchester, 
I'aniel  Siniih, 
Isaac  Smith, 


Phinehas  Upham, 
John  Shepard  Jun., 
Simpson  Steward, 
Samuel  Gennis, 
Diiiiond  Mus.sey, 
Moses  Barron, 
Benjumin  Merrill,- 
Jonaihan  I  yon, 
William   Hogg, 
John  Vlitchell, 
John  Louvjoy, 
J  tcob  Louvjoy, 
Jacob  Hiklreih, 
Samuel  Henry, 
John  Patierson, 
Joseph  Prince.  Jun., 
William  Pisk,  Jnu., 

William  Fisk,  _ , 

Bartholomew  Dodg'-,  Naihan  Flint, 
William  Small,  John  Dawson, 

Joseph  Small,  James  Woodbury, 

William  Small,  Jun.,  Benjamin  Temple, 
Ebenezer  Hutchinson,  Jos^-ph  Langdell, 

John  Harwood,  Richard  Ward, , 

John  Tuck,  N.iihaniel  Haselline,  SamuefBlaisTe'll, 

William  Peabodv,  Jr.,  Stephen  Farnum,         Solomon  Kiltridge, 
Jona.  Wilkins,  Jan.,     William  Wallace,        Timoihy  Hill, 
John  Seecombe,  Roben  Parker,  John  Wilkins. 

Jafob  Standiv,  Andrew  Bradford,  Total 197 

William  Peabody. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  State  of 
New-Hampshire,  or  theGcneral  Assenibly  thereof: 
Pursuant  to  the  request  on  this  paper  from  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  k,c.,  to  us  directed,  we  iiave  invited  those  persons 
therein  mentioned,  to  sign  the  Declaration  on  this  paper, 
&.C. ;  and  all  that  have  seen  it  have  signed,  except  Joshua 
Atherton,  Esq.,  Mr.  Daniel  Campbell,  Mr.  Samuel  Dodge, 
and  Colonel  John  Shepard. 

Thomas  Wakefield,  'i 

Reuben  Mltssey,         ^&lectmen  of  Amherst. 

Samuel  Wilkins,        y 


Stephen  Burnam, 
Abner  Hulcliinson, 
David  True, 
Israel  Town, 
John  Bradford, 
Joseph  Dunkley, 
Ehen'-ZT  Everil, 
Elisha  Huichinson, 
Joseph  Karnum, 
Amos  Siicknev, 
Joseph  Wallace, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Ezekiel  Weston, 
Nathan  Cleaves, 
Joel  Howe, 
Siephen  Peabody, 
William  Odell,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Temple, 
Ephraim  French, 
Benjamin  Dodge, 
James  Gage, 
Wm.  Miliondy,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Wesion, 
Richard  Gould, 


SIGNERS    IN    ALLENSTOWN. 


Josiah  Allen, 
John  Hayes, 
Jacob  Gay, 
David  Knox, 
John  Leonard, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Samuel  Kinsen, 

Refused  to  sirrn, 


George  Dugan, 
Benjamin  Methers, 
Andrew  Burten, 
Samuel  Webster, 
John  Bunten, 
Harlin  Sargent, 
William  Knox, 

Edhall  Burgen. 


Samuel  Webster, 
Charles  Moy, 
Ichabod  Clark, 
Joseph  Dennett, 
Ichabod  Johnson, 
Samuel  Davis, 
Samuel  Fisk. 


Abraham  Brown, 
Absalom  Kingsbery, 
Henry  Rumrill, 
John  rilade, 
Jo.seph  Hatck, 
Eriward  Waldo, 


SIGNERS    IN    ALSTEAD. 


John  Wait, 
Abraham  Brown,  Jr., 
Simon  Brooks, 
William  Simons, 
Russell  Shephard, 
Frederick  Wordner, 
John  Burrougi,  Jun.,  Jonaihan  Shepherd, 
Simon  Basely,  Jun.,    Daniel  Waldo, 


Samuel  Kiilder, 
Simeon  Shepherd, 
Nathan  L.  Rust, 
Joi'l  Chandleer, 
Phinehas  Hatch, 
Joshua  Shepaid, 
Jacob  Wardner, 


Josiah  Cook, 
Bi  ulah  Waldo, 
Amaziah  Grover, 
Ephraim  Brigham, 
Simon  Rumrill, 
Amos  Gale, 
Oliver  Shepard, 


Nathaniel  Shepherd,  Aristides  Hustis, 
Nathaniel  Cooper,       John  Axiel' 


Gideon  Delano, 
Silas  King, 
Jason  Wait, 
Aaron  Lyon, 
Thomas  Kidder, 
Abel  Beckwiih, 


John  Plumbbry, 
John  Hadernner, 
John  Burrughs, 
Joseph  Mack, 
Timothy  Burrughs, 


Lemuel  Crane, 
Joel  Burrnghs, 
John  Hill, 
Job  Thomp,son, 
Nathaniel  Watts, 
Moses  Hile, 
Nathan  Mack, 
Thomas  Walton, 
Daniel  Burrughs, 
Zebulon  Chaiuller, 
Philip  Wordner, 
Samuel  Royce, 
Jon.  Shepard,  Jun., 
Elias  Brown, 
Joseph  Brown, 
Isaac  Lyon, 
Giles  Marvin, 
Solomon  Premiss, 
Nath.  S  Prentiss, 
Andrew  Beckwiih, 
Nathan  Fay. 

Total— 66 


To  the  Honourable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of 

New-Hampshire  : 

This    may   certify  your  Honours,   that  Simon   Baxter, 

Samuel  Chandler,  John  Thomson,  and  Samuel  Miller,  have 

refused  to  sign  the  within  A.ssociation  Agreement.    Certified 

•'      '  Abraham  Brown,        ^ 

Absalom  Kingsbury,  >  Selectmen  of  Alstead. 
Simon  Brook,  j 


SIGNERS    IN    ACWORTH. 

Ephraim  Kiges,  William  Clark, 

Henry  Silsby,  Lasell  Silsby, 

Siimuel  Smith,  Dean  Carlton, 

'I'homas  Putnam,  John  Willson, 

John  Rogers,  James  McClure, 

Siniuel  Silsby,  James  Wallace, 

William  Key^s,  Jonathan  Silsby, 

William  Vlarkham,  Alexander  Houston, 

Samuel  Harper,  Julius  Silsbv, 

John  Willson,  Willoughby  Willard,    Henry  Silshyj  Jun. 

George  Duncan,  Joseph  Chattenon,  Acworlk — 33. 

Henry  Silsby, 
Thomas  Putnam, 


John  Afoore, 
James  Rogers, 
Jedediah  Smith, 
Edward  Keys, 
Mehuman  Siibbens, 
Perish  Richardson, 
Thomas  Noll, 
Christopher  Eayrs, 
John  Duncan, 


>  Selectmen  of  Acworth. 


875 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  APRIL,   1776. 


876 


SIGNERS    IN    LEMPSTER. 


Oliver  Booth, 
William  Carey, 
Joseph  Wood, 
David  Wiliey, 
Phineas  Abeiie, 
Reuben  Bingham 
Elijah  Bingham, 
Samuel  Nichols, 
Uriah  Brainard, 

w 


Asaph  Brainard, 
Timoihy  Nichols, 
Shubael  Brainard, 
Allen  Wiliey, 
Jabez  Beckwiih, 
Elijah  Fruik, 
Thomas  Sehopel, 
Benjtmin  Abell, 


Frederick  Ahell, 
Thos.  Sehopel,  Jnii., 
Samnel  Rand,  Jim., 
Silas  Bingham, 
Fieegrace  Booth, 
John  Perkins, 
William  Siory, 
Uzel  Hard. 

Lempsler — 25, 


William  Cary,      7  c  ?    ^  /•  t         ^ 

..  n  h  ^Selectmen  of  Lempster. 

J1.LIJAH   is  INGHAM,   3  J  r 


SIGNERS    IN   UNITY. 


Na'haniel  Hunton, 
Amos  Chase, 
Moses  Gliinslon, 
Jacob  Smiih, 
Charles  Huntoon, 
Daniel  Moody, 
Philip  Hiinloon, 
Josiah  IVldody, 
Simeon  G.idden, 


Richard  Brown, 
Caleb  Hiinioon, 
David  Weed, 
Samuel  Hunloon, 
Elijah  Weed, 
Nathaniel  Lad, 
Abner  Currier, 
Samuel  Weed, 
Joseph  Glides, 

David  Weep, 
Nathaniel 

The  names  of  tliose  pei-sons  who  refused  to  sign  the  with- 
in Declaration :  Jonathan  Glidihn,  Samuel  Judkins,  Rich- 
ard Glidden,  James  Ladd. — 4  who  refused. 


Abner  Chase, 
Abraham  Sandborn, 
Moses  Gray, 
David  Weed,  Jun., 
Andrew  Glidden, 
John  Lad, 
John  Huijtoon, 
Richard  Meady. 

Unity— iQ. 


H  ^Selectmen  of  Unity. 


SIGNERS    IN    ATKINSON. 


Ezekiel  Belknap, 
Stephen  Page, 
Asa  Page, 
John  Johnson, 
Ebenezer  Eaton, 
Benj.  Emery,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Emery, 
Joseph  French, 
James  Noyes, 
Enoch  Noyes, 
Jones  Poor, 
Joseph  Knight, 
Jeremiah  Poor, 
Nathaniel  Peabody, 
John  Webster, 


Asa  Haseltine, 
Joseph  Little, 
Thomas  Little, 
Dudley  Bailey, 
Jo.seph  Hale, 
Ebenezer  Green, 
John  Currier, 
William  Bailey, 
Samuel  V.  Webster, 
James  Bailey, 
William  Webster, 
Joseph  Webster, 
John  Webster, 
Amos  Page, 
Moses  Page, 


Humph.  Noyes,  Jun.,  James  Merrell 


Jesse  Page, 
Zeph.  Knight,  Jan., 
William  Sawyer, 
Daniel  Gorger, 
Nathaniel  Noyes, 
Moses  Greenough, 
Jonathan  Blake, 
Siephen  Peabody, 
Daniel  Poor, 
Thomas  Noyes, 
Stephen  Dole, 
John  Knight,  Jun., 
John  Webster,  Jun. 
Stephen  Noyes, 
Jonathan  Sawyer, 
James  Little, 


Joshua  Knight, 


Reuben  Mills, 
Joseph  Chandler, 
Daniel  Richards, 
Joseph  Whinakot, 
Benjamin  Philbrick, 
Jonathan  Page,  Jun., 
Thomas  Whiiaker, 
Bradley  Richards, 
iMoses  Belknap, 
Benjamin  Richards, 
David  At  wood, 
John  Dow, 
Siephen  Page, 
Nathaniel  Cogswell, 
Tristram  Knight, 
Israel  Webster, 
Benjamin  Stone, 


Benj.  Philbrick,  Jun.,  Samuel  Noyes, 


John  Knight, 
Joshua  Emery, 
John  Atwood, 
Daniel  Page, 
Moses  Emery, 
Enoch  Knight, 
James  Dow, 
John  Clement, 
John  Dow,  Jun., 
John  Ingalls, 
Eldad  Ingalls, 
Ebenezer  Parker, 
Siephen  Dole,  Jun., 
John  Kelly, 


John  Knight,  3d, 
Humphrey  Noyes, 
Joseph  Noyes, 
Abel  Merrill, 
Abel  Merrill,  Jun., 
John  Merrill, 
Samnel  Little, 
Jesse  Sawyer, 
Amos  Mills, 
Benjamin  Hale, 
Jonathan  Palmer, 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Jonathan  Whittecker, 
Oliver  Sawyer. 


This  certifies  that,  in  consequence  of  the  foregoing  requi- 
sition of  the  honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  said  State, 
all  the  males  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  be- 
longing to  Atkinson,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  (Lunaticks,  Idiots, 
and  Negroes  excepted,)  have  freely  and  voluntarily  sub- 
scribed their  respective  names  to  the  foregoing  Declaration. 
Nathaniel  Peabody,  )  c<  ?   ^  j-  ^,n  ■ 

Jesse  Page,  ^  '^«^«<^^'»«»  "/  Atkinson. 

State  of  New-Hampshire,  J 

Atkinson,  September  26,  1776.  J 


signers  in  barnstead. 


Samuel  Pitman, 
Jonathan  Bunker, 
Thomas  Snell, 
Dependance  Colbalh, 
John  Elliot, 
John  Fnrbur, 
John  Nelson, 
Joseph  Bunker, 
Joseph  Sanborn, 
Richard  Sincler, 
Benjamin  Nutter, 
Stephen  Pickrell, 
William  Lord, 


Winthrop  Smart, 
John  Hawkins, 
Isaac  Hawkin.s, 
Nathaniel  Pease, 
John  Bickford, 
Benjamin  Edgerly, 
John  Mugate, 
John  Samborn, 
Daniel  Jacobs, 
Daniel  Bickford, 
John  Tasker, 
John  Sanborn, 


Timothy  Davi.s, 
Hatewill  Nutter, 
Jonathan  Emerson, 
Benjamin  Emerson, 
Samuel  Drew, 
John  .Mudget, 
Joseph  Bryant, 
Joseph  Mugate, 
Benjamin  Brown, 
Edward  Sanborn, 
Samuel  Stephens, 
Dodelon  Bunker. 


signers    in   HARRINGTON. 


John  Hill, 
Joshua  Felker, 
Silas  Drew, 
George  Waterhouse, 
Benjamin  Bobb, 
Michael  Felker, 
William  Cate,  Jun., 
Charles  Danielson, 
John  Laighen, 
Timothy  Perkins, 
Joseph  Daniel,  Jun., 
David  Tenny, 


John  Cate, 
John  Hall, 
Joshua  Haseper, 
Ralph  Hall, 
Nathaniel  Robert, 
James  Tutile,  Jun., 
William  Hays, 
Jacob  Daniel,' 
Stephen  Foss, 
Ellsha  Blaake, 
Richard  Babb, 
Micajah  Otes, 


William  Lake,  Jun., 
William  Babb, 
Samuel  Pose, 
William  Gray, 
Thomas  Scruten, 
Elijah  Bene, 
John  Daniel, 
Joseph  Hall, 
Solomon  Hall, 
John  Carier, 
Thomas  Howard, 
Charles  Felker, 


John  Chnrch, 
Solomon  Young, 
Laac  Hall, 
Reuben  Davis, 
Exiward  Carier, 
Joshua  Oil's, 
Jeremiah  Po.ss, 
James  Foss, 
John  Kingman, 
Hezekiah  Hayes, 
Hinkson  Marden, 
James  Maiden, 
Gi'ieon  Laighion, 
Tim.  Waterhouse, 
Daniel  Roweli, 
Hinkson  Foss, 
Isaiah  Felker, 
Winihrop  Young, 
Paul  Young, 
Nathaniel  Church, 
John  Drew, 
James  Church, 
Jeremiah  Gray, 
James  Danielson, 
Paul  Hayes, 
Thomas  How, 
William  How, 
Paul  Otes, 
Clement  Daniel, 
Joshua  Holmes, 
Nicholas  Brock, 
Siephen  Young, 
Ebenezer  Kielle, 
John  Wiliey, 
Isaac  Wiliey, 
William  Lock, 
Naihan  Foss,  Jiin., 
Samuel  Winkly 
Simeon  Hiibed, 
John  Caveily, 
James  Dawf.s, 
Josiah  Brown, 
Samuel  Foss,  Jun., 
John  Ham, 
Phili)!  Caverly, 
Levi  Danielson, 
Reuben  Gray, 
John  Gray, 
Samuel  Gray, 
Joseph  Daniel, 
Jabez  Smith, 
Jo.seph  Woodman, 
John  Brownson, 
Joseph  Brown, 
Thomas  Fisher, 


George  Parshley, 
Nicholas  Boower, 
John  Waleihou.se, 
Francis  Winkley, 
Isaac  Waldron, 
Jacob  Clark, 
Samuel  utiles, 
Mark  Foss,  Jun., 
Nathaniel  Foss, 
Mark  Foss, 
George  Seward, 
Ephraim  Diiniej, 
Jon.  Montgomery, 
Samuel  H.iyes, 
Simon  Fork, 
Samuel  Perkins, 
Samuel  Buzzel, 
John  Young, 
Garben  Smith, 
James  Leighton, 
Siephen  Otes, 
Joseph  Haye;, 
Nicholas  Otes, 
John  Blake, 
Richard  Barclay, 
Thomas  Buzzel, 
John  Berry, 


Mark  R  Ayers, 
Jacob  Daniel, 
Abijah  Pinkhay, 
John  Arlen, 
Peter  Young, 
Aaron  Waldron, 
John  Garlen,  Jun., 
Nat.  Berry, 
Ephraim  Foss, 
Solomon  Cate, 
Samnel  Brewster, 
Ephraim  Holmes, 
Tlioinas  Foss, 
Eleazer  Young, 
Benjamin  Perl, 
Joseph  Young, 
John  Garland, 
Benjamin  Hayes, 
Daniel  Brewster, 
John  Parsely, 
John  Rabb, 
Jfihro  Lck, 
William  Yongs, 
Noah  Holmes, 
Siephen  Bei  ry, 
Benjamin  Young, 
Samuel  Berry, 


Ephm.  Holmes,  Jun.,   James  Row, 


Solomon  Foss, 
James  Gray, 
Elijah  Cloutman, 
William  Ham, 
George  Ham, 
Harvey  Sevey, 
Elijah  Otes, 
Joseph  Cate, 
Geor?e  Berry, 
George  Foss, 
James  Hayes, 
John  Melee, 
Jacob  Sheperd, 
Ebenezfr  Spencer, 
Dudly  Davis, 
Timoihy  Gluson, 
Win.  Daniel,  Jun., 
Isaac  Murbum, 
Josiah  Wangon, 
James  Durgen, 
Abraham  Allis, 
John  Reness, 
Stephen  Housely, 
John  Boody, 
Isaac  Rinds, 
Robeit  Bamford, 


Joshua  Hooper, 
John  Hickinson, 
Joseph  Perrey, 
James  Perrey, 
John  Montgomery, 
Benjamin  Hall,  Jun., 
Perry  Hicks, 
James  Wode.5, 
Albe  Dennie, 
Samuel  Wale.s, 
Charles  Briinlord, 
Peleliah  Daniels, 
William  Dame, 
Thomas  Rawlings, 
David  Rulings, 
John  Shurburn, 
Ebenezer  Jackson, 
Obadiah  Drew, 
Ebenezer  Young, 
John  Foye,  Jun. 
I.saac  Young, 
Edmund  Evens, 
Isaac  Laighion, 
Benjamin  Bufford, 
William  Runnel, 
Daniel  Delan. 


To  the  Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Representatives  for  the 
Colony  of  New-Hampshire  : 
This  may  certify  that  the  Association  paper  has  been  earned 
through  this  town,  and  these  men  refuse  to  sign  whose  names 
follow :  Jeremiah  Tihhets,  David  Dreiv,  Jonathan  Clark, 
Daniel  Clark,  Samuel  Williams,  John  Buzzel,  Richard 
Sumin,  William  Durgin,  Thomas  Caverly,  John  Caveno, 
Jonathan  Swain,  Elijah  Tuttel.  ' 

William  Cate,  Jun.,  ) 

Silas  Drew,  V  Selectmen  of  Banington. 

John  Kingman,  \  " 

Harrington,  September  3,  1776. 


SIGNERS    IN   BEDFORD. 


John  Wallace,  Jun., 
James  Caldwell, 
William  Caldwell, 
James  Matihes, 
John  Harrison, 
John  Aiken, 
Adam  Dickey, 
Matthew  Patten, 
John  Goffe, 
Daniel  Moor, 
John  Moor,  Jun., 
Daniel  Moor,  Jun., 
Thomas  MaUhvws, 
Robert  Giftin, 
John  Burns, 
Robert  Burns, 
William  Burns, 
John  Brien, 
William  Moore, 
James  Moore, 
James  Houston, 
Hugh  Orr, 
Bainahas  Ram, 
John  Mcintosh, 
Jacob  .McQ.ua  id, 
James  Wesilier, 
John  Little, 
Th.imasGnIt, 
Thomas  Boice, 


Samuel  Vose, 
William  While, 
Joseph  Wallace, 
John  McKinney, 
A.sa  Barnes, 
Samuel  Tirril,  Jun., 
William  Kennedy, 
Robert  Moirel, 
Andrew  Walker, 
Nathaniel  Paiterson, 
Robert  Matlies, 
James  Vose, 
George  Conway, 
Hugh  Campbel, 
James  McAllister, 
John  McLaughlin, 
John  Gardner, 
Amaziah  Pollard, 
James  Sseel, 
James  Aiken, 
Whitfield  Gillmore, 
James  Smith, 
John  Orr, 
Lt.  John  Moor, 
Joseph  Houston, 
D^ivid  Moor, 
James  Gillmor, 
William  Moor, 


James  Patterson, 
Matthew  Mi^Duifie, 
Thos.  Maclaughlin, 
Benjamin  Smith, 
Zachariah  Chandler, 
John  Moor, 
James  Wallace, 
James  Mardin, 
John  Goffe,  Jun., 
John  Riddle, 
Samuel  Patten, 
John  Boies, 
James  Lien, 
John  Bell, 
John  Wallace, 
Robert  Walker, 
J.imes  Walker, 
Patrick  Larkin, 
John  Hillerv, 
William  McCleary, 
Joseph  Bell, 
Samuel  Fugard, 
Thos.  Vicker  Vose, 
James  Caimes, 
Samuel  Patien, 
Richard  McAllester, 
John  Smith, 
James  Little, 
Stephen  Franck. 


David  McClerey, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives Jor  the  Colony  0/ New-Hampshire,  to  be  convened 
at  Exeter,  in  said  Colony,  on  Wednesday,  the  5th  in- 
stant : 
Pursuant  to  the  within  precept,  we  have  taken  pains  to 

know  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Bedford, 
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with  respect  to  the  within  obligation,  and  find  none  unwil- 
Vmg  to  sign  the  same,  except  the  Rev.  John  Houstons,  who 
declines  signing  the  said  obligation,  for  the  following  reasons, 
viz :  Firstly.  Btjcause  he  did  not  apprehend  that  the  ho- 
nourable Conmiittee  meant  that  Ministers  should  take  up 
arms,  as  being  inconsistent  with  their  Ministerial  charge. 
Secondly.  Because  he  was  already  confmcd  to  the  County 
of  Hillsborough,  therefore,  he  thinks  he  ought  to  be  set  at 
liberty,  before  he  should  sign  the  said  obligation.  Thirdly. 
Because  there  are  three  men  belonging  to  his  family,  already 
inlisted  in  the  Continental  Army. 

T         n         'J-  Selectmen. 
John  Urr,     3 

Bedford,  June  4, 1776. 


SIGNERS    IN   BRENTWOOD. 


SIGNERS    IN    BOSCAWEN. 


Joseph  Hoit, 
iMoses  Call, 
Mises  Morse, 
Jes>e  Flanders, 
Moees  Burbank, 
John  Flantleis, 
Daniel  Noyes, 
Daniel  Clark, 
Benjamin  Day, 
Naihan  Corser, 
Joseph  AUKinson, 
Rohie  Morrill, 
Moses  Burbank,  Jnn. 
Thomas  Gordon, 
Samnel  Atkinson, 
Jeremiah  Hidden, 
Caleb  Merril, 
Daniel  Peterson, 
Benjamin  Couch, 
Jacob  Flanders, 
John  Knowlion, 
Eben.  HieUlen, 
Henry  Gerrish, 
Daniel  Shepard, 
Isaac  Pearson, 
Winthrop  Carter, 
Samuel  Davis, 
Benjainn  Rolie, 
Ez.  kiel  Harpy, 
John  Elliot,  Jun., 
Thomas  Elioi, 
John  Muzzay, 
John  Jackson, 
James  Garief, 
En  OS  Flanders, 
Jedediah  Danford, 


Jesse  Flanders,  Jun., 
Wm.  Danford,  Jun  , 
Samuel  Coser, 
Jonaihan  C<iser, 
Steplien  Gerrish, 
Samuel  Burbank, 
Moses  Jakeman, 
Enoch  Gerrish, 
John  Morrill, 
Silas  Call, 
Joseph  Gerrish, 
Michael  Sargent, 
Thumas  Bedel, 
Simon  Jackman, 
William  Alrick, 
Moses  Call, 
David  Burbank, 
Simeon  Aikinson, 
Timothy  Eastman, 
Joseph  Pearson, 
Joseph  Flanders, 
F.  Lewies, 
John  Cuufh, 
Edward  Chadwick," 
Moses  Morss,  Jun., 
Moses  Maariel, 
Samuel  Jackman, 
Daniel  Richards, 
Da  vid  Corser, 
Asa  Corser, 
John  Corser, 
Edward  Gaiet, 
John  Manuel, 
Bitfield  Plumtner, 
Divid  Cir'er, 
Nathaniel  Gookin, 


John  Stevens, 
Samuel  Ames, 
Thomas  Coser, 
Jonathan  Atkinson, 
Samuel  Clifibrd, 
Peter  Kimball, 
John  Hale, 
Robert  Elliot, 
James  French, 
Samuel  Danford, 
Benjamin  Jackman, 
Joseph  Muzzy, 
Samuel  Muzzy, 
Isaac  Noyfs, 
Peter  R.  Stevens, 
William  Danford, 
John  Ilslev, 
Peter  Coffin, 
Oliver  Fowler, 
John  Bowly, 
John  Bowly,  Jun., 
John  Corser,  Jun., 
Nicholas  Elliot, 
Capt.  Stephen  Griffin, 
Nathaniel  Atkmson, 
Enoch  Little, 
Nathan  Davis, 
Joseph  Bean, 
John  Fowler, 
George  Jackman, 
Samuel  Agaton, 
John  Urann, 
Geo.  Jackman,  Jun., 
Cutting  Noyes, 
John  Elliot, 
Joseph  Eastman. 


To  the  Hon.  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
Colony  q/"  New-Hampshire,  or  Committee  of  Safety: 
This  may  certify  that  the  within  Declaration  has  been 
offered  to  the  inhabitants  of  Boscaicen,  and  unanimously 
signed,  excepting  one,  viz  :  Aaron  Flanders  refused  to  sign 
tlie  same.  George  Jackman,  Jun.,  ) 

Cutting  Noyes,  \    Selectmen. 

John  Elliot.  ) 

June  3, 1776. 


Qieorge  Vesay, 
Nicholas  Smith, 
Kichard  York, 
Lemuel  Johnsim, 
John  Philbrick, 
Thomas  Peabody, 


Samuel  Dudley, 

Hawley  Marshall, 

Jt-dediah  Robinson, 

Samuel  Dudly, 

Samuel  Leantt, 

Jonathan  Robinson, 

Stephen  M.  Creighlon,  John  Dudley, 

Samuel  Colcoril,  Daniel  Leavilt, 

Josiah  Dudley, 

Dudley  Robinson, 

David  Robinson, 

Daniel  Ward, 

Jonathan  duimby, 

John  Bennet, 

John  Wilson, 

Nicholas  Mudget, 

John  Thing, 

Gilman  Robijison, 

Winthrop  Dudley, 

Samuel  Mormall, 

John  Dudly,  Jun., 

Alex.  Gordon  Smith, 


Samuel  Clark, 
John  Philbiick, 
John  Bennef,  Jun., 
Humphrey  Wilson, 
Darby  Kelly, 
Job  Juilkins, 
Porter  Kimball, 
Joseph  Shaw, 
Moses  Folsom, 
Jonathan  Shaw, 
Abraham  Morrill, 
Abel  Morrill, 
Jonathan  Veasey, 
Benjamin  Fifield, 
James  Marsion, 
John  Abbot, 
Joseph  Edgerly, 
IVathan  Prescot, 
Peter  Thing, 
Nathaniel  Thing, 
Richard  Tandy, 
Simon  Gilman, 
Bartholomew  Thing 
Robert  Rowe, 
Jonathan  Thing, 
Samuel  Shaw, 
Nathaniel  Trask, 
Jonathan  Hodgshun, 
Daniel  Wormall, 
Richard  Foss, 
Joniihan  Weed, 


Jeremiah  Ellsworth, 
Eliphalet  Thing, 
Samuel  Thing, 
Dudly  Thing, 
Samuel  Ellsworth, 
Aaron  Ellsworth, 
Josiah  Thing, 
Levi  Morrill, 
Ebenezer  Colcord, 
Daniel  Clark, 
Edward  West, 
Jus-ph  Wadleigh,  Jr. 
Edward  Stevens, 
Nathaniel  S  evens, 
Nehemiah  West, 
Nathaniel  Gilman, 
Ebenezer  Stevens, 
Joseph  Wadleigh, 
■James  Dudly, 
Chaie  Smith, 
Edward  Pillsbery, 
James  Nickal, 
Abner  B  irbank, 
Riley  Lyford, 
David  Burbank, 
Naihaniel  Chase, 
Thomas  Gordon, 
Zadok  Samborn, 
William  Morrill, 
John  duimby, 


John  Shaw, 
Danel  Dearborn, 
Abraham  Drake, 
Moses  Cheney, 
Samuel  Dudley, 
Joseph  Smith, 
Richard  Whiteher, 
Samuel  Truke, 
Jonathan  Dow, 
Winthrop  Marston, 
Samuel  Marston, 
Benjamin  Pulsifer, 
John  Gorden, 
Thomas  Leavitt, 
Labev  Smith, 
Dudly  Kimball, 
Samuel  Harper, 
John  Carr,  Jun., 
Simon  Morgain, 
John  Carn, 
Moses  Lyford, 
Timothy  Gove, 
John  Thin.', 
Samuel  Lock, 
James  Robinson, 
Alexander  Roberds, 
Sander  Roberds,  Jun., 
Nichidas  Lollof, 
Thomas  Roberts, 
Josiah  Hook, 
Daniel  Torry, 
Robert  Smith, 
Reuben  Smith, 
Joshua  Smith, 
Nicholas  Hardie, 
Ebenezer  Colcord,  Jr., 
Danstm  Dudley, 
Scribner  Gordon, 


Jonaihan  Sleeper,  Jr.,  Ebenezer  Chase, 


Benjamin  Robords, 
Joseph  Johnson, 
David  Dollof, 
John  Dollof, 
Samuel  Robards, 
Daniel  Sanborn,  Jun., 


Joseph  Jewell 

Elisha  Sanborn,  Jun 

Francis  Brown, 

Isaac  Witcher, 

Elisha  Sanborn, 

William  Graves, 

William  Graves,  Jun.,  Daniel  Sanborn 

Jno.  Scribner  Harper,  Edward  Sanborn, 

Jonathan  Cater,  John  Woodbury, 

Jonathan  Taylor,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Graves, 

Aretas  Rowe,  S'ephcn  Fifield, 

Nathaniel  Clark,  Moses  Lady, 

John  Truke,  Joseph  Sanborn, 

James  Findeler,  Jonathan  Gorden. 


Samuel  Edgerly, 
Pursuant  to  this  writ  to  us,  we  have  desired  all  males,  as 
directed,  to  sign  to  this  Declaration,  and  find  that  James 
Been,  Jeremiah  Been,  Richard  Been,  Jun.,  Samuel  Dud- 
ley, Jun.,  Samuel  Stevens,  David  Clifford,  Thomas  Smith, 
Levi  Been,  Richard  Been,  Samuel  Clifford,  Antipasse  Gil- 
man, William  Been,  Joseph  Greeley,  fVilliam  Stevens,  Moses 
Magoon,  Jonathan  Sleeper,  Joshua  Been,  and  Jeremiah 
Rowe,  refuse  to  sign  to  this  Declaration. 

Ebenezer  Colick,    1 

James  Robinson,        V  Selectmen  of  Brentwood. 

Jedediah  Robinson,  3 


signers  in  bow. 


signers  in  canterbury. 


Joseph  Rogers, 
Ralph  Cross, 
Anthor?y  MannaiU, 
Timoihy  Doe, 
Samuel  Dow, 
Elisha  Clough, 
Elisha  Clough,  Jun., 
Thomas  Hardy, 
Edward  Carlton, 
Samuel  Rogers,  Jnn  , 
Aaron  Kinsman, 
Reuben  Cunier, 
Richard  Clough, 
John  Robertson, 
James  Mrmr, 
Leonard  Harriraan, 
John  Sullaway, 
Enoch  Noyes, 
Ephraim  Moor, 
Benjamin  Noyes, 


Ephraim  Foster, 
John  Bryant, 
Benjamin  Bean, 
James  Rusel, 
John  Carr, 
Stephen  Eastman, 
David  Carr, 
John  Grushc, 
Jonathan  Clement, 
Solomon  Heaih, 
Edward  Ru.ssell, 
David  Foster, 
David  Elliot, 
John  Colbv, 
Abraham  Colby, 
Willeby  Colby, 
Elijah  Colby, 
Joseph  Rogers,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Clough, 
Samuel  Wingate, 
Amasa  Dow, 

Errors  excepted : 
I  not  being  satisfied. 
Errors  excepted : 
We,  the  subscribers,  in  obedience  to  the  within,  have 
shown  the  paper  to  all  and  every  person  that  are  not  ex- 
cepted, and  that  are  not  in  the  service,  that  belong  to  said 
Town  of  Bow ;  all  of  whoin  have  voluntarily  signed  the 
same.  Ephraim  Foster,! 

John  Bryant,        >  Selectmen  of  Bow. 
Benjamin  Noyes,  ) 
Bow,  September  3,  1770. 


Simeon  Heath, 
Nathaniel  Canies, 
John  Brown, 
Paltiah  Clement, 
Richard  Clough,  Jun., 
H.nry  Hamphill, 
Joseph  Baker, 
Samuel  Welch, 
William  Robertson, 
Aaron  Noyes, 
John  Noyes, 
James  Reddell, 
•John  Garven, 
James  Garven, 
Patrick  Garven, 
Lion.  Hemphill, 
John  Moon, 
Samuel  Alexander, 
Samuel  Welch,  Jun., 
Jacob  Stockbridge. 


Samuel  Rogers. 
William  Rogers. 


Thomas  Clough, 
Ezekiel  Morrill, 
Aruhelaus  Moore, 
John  Moor, 
Abiel  Foster, 
Sargent  Morrill, 
Jonathan  Young, 
James  Tart, 
Obediah  Clough, 
Joseph  Durgin, 
Williams  Glines,  Jr., 
James  Ames, 
Benjamin  Heath, 
David  Morrill, 
Joshua  Boicnton, 
Simu^l  Colby, 
Thomas  Gilman, 
Jeremiah  Hackel, 
Ephraim  Carter, 
Abner  Hoyt, 
Richard  El'ison, 
Jeremiah  Clough, 
Benja'n  Richards,  3d 
Jonathan  Blinchard, 
Samuel  Nudd, 
Joshua  Weeks, 
Jonaihan  West, 
William  Moor, 
Nathaniel  Glines, 
Benjamin  Siinson, 
Thomas  Hoyt, 
David  Ames, 
John  Moores,  Jun., 
Barnard  Stiles, 
Samuel  Haines, 
John  Sanborn, 
Nathaniel  Moore, 


Richard  Hanes, 
James  Shepard, 
Archibald  Miles, 
James  Gipson, 
James  Glines, 
William  G.mit, 
David  McCrilles, 
Benjamin  Johnson, 
Daniel  Poster, 
John  Lyford, 
Elmanaih  Ran, 
Benjamin  Woodman, 
Jonathan  Forrester, 
Aaron  Sergent, 
Benjimin  Sanburn, 
John  Bean, 
Caleb  Heath, 
Gideon  Barlleit, 
Joseph  Pallet, 
Nathaniel  Pallet, 
Samuel  Weeks, 
Simon  Simon, 
Tams  Molony, 
John  Mc Daniel, 
Jeremiah  Mc  Daniel, 
Laben  Morrill, 
Asa  Foster, 
Simon  Ames, 
John  Molony, 
Robert  Hastings, 
John  Robinson, 
Simeon  Robinson, 
Joseph'Call, 
Nathan  Guile, 
Jesse  Cross, 
John  Cross, 
Stephen  Cross, 


William  Hancock, 
Reuben  Kezer, 
Jacob  Hath, 
John  Roen, 
Abner  Miles, 
Naihaniel  Perkines, 
David  Blancherd, 
Samuel  Cinlip, 
James  Blanchard, 
Richard  Gliner, 
William  Dyer, 
Shubael  Dearborn, 
Nathaniel  Dearborn, 
David  Morrison, 
Nehemiah  Clough, 
Benjamin  Blanchard, 
Richard  Blanchard, 
David  Norris, 
Edward  Blanchard, 
John  Gibson, 
James  Lind.  Perkins, 
Thomas  Perkins, 
Peter  Hanaford, 
Benjamin  Collins, 
John  Forest, 
John  Forest,  Jun., 
William  Forrest, 
Nathaniel  Witcher, 
Reuben  Witcher, 
William  Sanborn, 
Gideon  Sawver, 
Ebenezer  Kimball, 
Jioth  Simons, 
Simon  Stevens, 
William  Simons, 
Benjamin  Witcher, 
Jeremiah  Ladd, 
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Joseph  Sanborn,  Thomas  Foss,  John  Fots, 

Dennis  Fleiclier,  Leaviti  Clou^h,  Samuel  Griffith, 

Henry  Cloiigh,  Josiah  iMiles,  Olivei  Haines, 

Waller  Hiines,  Ber.j.  Blanchard,  Jan.,  Eilmond  Aiey, 

William  Miles,  David  Forsier,  Thomas  Clough,Jun. 

Eli  Simons,  Timoihy  FoiS, 


SIGNERS    IN    CLAREMONT. 


Thomas  Goodwin, 
Joseph  York, 
Mallhias  Slone, 
Jacob  Rice, 
William  Osgood, 
Asa  Jonts, 
John  Spencer, 
L'.muel  Hubbard, 
Chrisiophcr  York, 
David  Bales, 
T.  Sierne, 
Barnabas  Ellis, 
Joel  Rovs, 
Joseph  Huhbard, 
Amasa  Fuller, 
Jer.  Spencer, 
PalricK  Fields, 
Gideon  Lewis, 
Seih  Lewis, 
Josiah  Stevens, 
John  Kilborn, 
John  Peake, 
John  West, 


Samuel  Tuille, 
Sicphen  Hige, 
Charles  Hi'jbe, 
Edward  Goodwin, 
Ephraim  French, 
J()>cph  Ives, 
Elihu  Sievens,  Jnn., 
bhabod  Hiichcucif, 
Elxintzer  Dudley, 
Daniel  Carter, 
Ju>iah  Rich, 
Oliver  ElKworlh, 
Jonathan  Pcrkin, 
David  Kich, 


Timothy  Adkin«, 
David  Answoilh, 
Waihaniel  Goss, 
Joel  Matthews, 
Oliver  Tulile, 
Amos  Conant, 
Samuel  Ashley, 
John  Sprasne, 
Adam  A  Idea, 
James  Alden, 
David  Lind, 
Oliver  Ashley, 
Eleazer  Clark, 
Eleazer  Clark,  Jun., 


Ebenezer  Washburn,  Moses  Spaflord, 


Bill  Barns, 
John  Adkins, 
Amaziah  Knights, 
John  Goss, 
Ezra  Jones, 
William  Sims, 
David  Adkins, 


Benjamin  Townes, 
Samuel  Lews, 
Abner  Mntthews, 
Jonas  Slriard, 
Beriah  Murry, 
Thomas  Duston, 
Timothy  Duston. 


In  compliance  to  the  above  Declaration,  we  have  shown 

the  Declaration  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town,  and  the 

associate  are  those  who  have  signed  to  this  paper. 

Matthias  Stone, 

Asa  Jones, 

ClareiBont,  May  30,  1776. 

N.  B.  These  are  the  names  of  those  who  have  actually 
taken  up  arms,  and  are  now  in  the  Continental  Army : 


h 


Selectmen, 


Lt.  Col.  Joseph  Wait,  Peter  Fuller, 
Lieut.  Joseph  Taylor,  Reuben  Spencer, 
Ensign  Thos.  Jones,    Geishom  York, 
S.Abn'r  Matthews,  Jr.  Benj.  Townes,  Jun., 
James  Gooden ,  David  Loynds,  Jun., 

Jonathan  Fuller,  Charles  Loynds, 


Henry  Stephens, 
Jonathan  York, 
Jo-eph  York,  Jun., 
The   Rev.   Augustus 

Hibbard,  Chaplain, 

&c. 


The  names  of  those  who  refuse  to  sign  the  Declaration : 

John  Thomas,  Ebenezer  Judd,  Jun.,  David  Dodge, 

Captain  Benj.  Brooks,  Lieut.  Benj.  Tayler,     Samuel^Thomas, 

Barnabas  Brooks,  Timothy  Granis, 

Capt.  Benj.  Sumner,  Hrzekiah  Roys, 

Rev.  Kanna  Cosset,  Asa  Leal, 

Cornelius  Brook,  Benjamin  Leal, 

Samuel  Cole,  Esq.,  Ebenezer  Judd, 

Daniel  Worner,  Thomas  Steal, 

Levi  Worner,  Amos  Snow, 

William  Coy,  John  Hichcock, 

Enoch  Judd, 


Alios  Cole, 
Ebenezer  Edson, 
Benjamin  Peterson, 
Benj,  Brooks,  Jun., 
Daniel  Worner,  Jr., 
Dr.  William  Sumner, 
EbenezT  Roys, 
Joseph  Norton. 


SIGNERS    IN    CHESTER, 


John  Crawford, 
William  Lock, 
Samuel  Blunt, 
William  Flood, 
Daniel  Greenough, 
Robert  McKinley, 
Mat.  Forsith,  Jun., 
Edward  Robie, 
Edward  Robie,  Jun., 
Archibald  McRafle, 
John  Webster, 
Samuel  Emerson, 
Stephen  Morse, 
Daniel  Webster, 
Stephen  Dearben, 
Adam  Wilson, 
Robert  Calef, 
Gabriel  Harriman, 
Nathan  Morse, 
Henry  Morse, 
Joseph  Linn, 
Mo,ses  Hills, 
Jonathan  Hall, 
Stephen  Leel'ken, 
Ebenezer  Townsend, 
Nathan  if  1  Gidden, 
Wilks  West, 
Caleb  Hall, 
Wills  Chase, 
Moody  Chase 
Stephen  Merrill, 
Alex.  Wealheispoon, 
Robert  Craige, 
James  Aiken, 
James  Rankens, 
Nathaniel  S.  Siickney, 
Edmund  Siickney, 
David  Wetherspoon, 
Peter  Akin, 
John  Grimes, 
Malthew  Thompson, 
Ruise  Ram  Underbill, 
Joseph  Dearborn, 
Daniel  Page, 


John  Undeihill, 
James  Peaice, 
William  White, 
Nathan  Fiits, 
James  Dunlap, 
Nathan  Websier,Jun., 
John  Haseltine, 
Peter  Dearben, 
Peter  Haseltine, 
Nathaniel  Blaisdel, 
Ebenezer  Basford, 
Conjamine  True, 
Samuel  Hasseliine, 
Simon  Bayley, 
M.  Underbill,  Jun., 
John  Underbill,  Jan., 
Stephen  Hale, 
Richard  Hasseltine, 
Moses  Ha-sscltine, 
Jonathan  Dearborn, 
David  Foss, 
Isaac  Blal.sdell, 
Josiah  Hall, 
Pearson  Richarlson, 
Samuel  Kingsword, 
Samuel  Wilson, 
Bracket  Towle, 
Anthony  Town, 
Benjamin  Melucen, 
Parker  Carr, 
Samuel  Morss, 
David  Currier, 
Robert  Rowe, 
John  Dearborn, 
Jotham  Colby, 
William  Masten, 
Benjamin  Hills,    • 
Samuel   Hill, 
Ezekiel  Woi:then, 
John  Shackford,  Jun., 
Aaron  Townsend, 
Theodore  Shackford, 
Daniel  Richardson, 
Moses  Richardson, 


Isaac  Forsc, 
Isaac  Forse,  Jun., 
Jonaihan  Forsaith, 
Thomas  Wason, 
Robert  Wiison, 
William  Wilson, 
James  Wason, 
Charles  Mooie, 
Samuel  Moore, 
David  Fu.ler, 
Benjamin  Hoyt, 
John  Hoyt, 
Jo.seph  McClellan, 
Stephen  Marden, 
John  Pain, 
Jo.seph  Knowles, 
Amos  Pain, 
Nathan  Norton, 
Samuel  Brown, 
John  Knowles, 
John  Knowles,  Jun., 
Nathan  Knowles, 
Joshua  Present, 
Joseph  Long, 
James  Willson, 
Nathan  Webster, 
James  Waddell, 
Amos  Merrill, 
Josiah  Bradly, 
Francis  Towl, 
Jacob  Hills, 
Thomas  Hassrlline, 
Benjamin  Hasscltiae, 
Jabez  Iloil, 
Benjamin  Fullern, 
Samuel  Jones, 
John  Tolford, 
Hugh  Tollord, 
John  Robie, 
Gideon  Rowel, 
John  Coiilby, 
Samuel  Rowell, 
Samuel  Forster, 
John  Willson, 


Henry  Hall, 
Peter'  Hall, 
Samuel  Jacks, 
Simon  Barry, 
Thomas  Follanbe, 
James  Sliiria,      *• 
William  Shirla, 
Hugh  Shirley, 
Samuel   Kobic, 
James  Richardson, 
Bibenezer  Dearborn , 
John  Gross, 
William  Brown , 
William  Wiltnil, 
Ephraim  Sargent, 
Wimhrop  Sargent, 
John  Karr, 
William  Mi  Is 
Robert  Giahames, 
John  Grimes, 
John  Mills, 
Nathaniel  Swectscr, 
Samuel  MiPcrsou, 
Robert  Dickey, 
Parker  Morse, 
Josiah  Morse, 
Edmund  Sleeper, 
Joseph  Moise, 
Joseph  Blanchard, 
Abner  Hills, 
Jabez  French, 


Isaac  Hills, 
James  Randell, 
John  Lane, 
Daniel  Dolbeer, 
John  Bmterfield, 
John  Lane,  Jun., 
Jonaihan  Norton, 
Joseph  Norton , 
Jonaihan  Berry, 
Joseph  Smith, 
John  Sevey, 
Ealcl   Berry, 
Benjamin  Hills, 
David  Bichaidson, 
Bradbury  Carr, 
Joseph  Carr, 
Charles  Moore,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Currier, 
Mark  (^arr, 
Thos.  Fowler,  Jun., 
James  Wetherspoon, 
Daniel  Wetherspoon, 
Mansfield  McAffe, 
Hugh  MoAfTe, 
Samuel  Akin, 
Robert  Patten, 
Simuel  Cromby, 
William  Miller, 
Hugh  Miller, 
Thomas  Mi  Master, 


William  Gillrist, 
David  Dickey, 
Robert  Dinsmore, 
Bcijamin  Perce, 
Samuel  Peirce, 
Barnard  Brickett, 
Joseph  Hills, 
David  Underbill, 
Jonaihan  Emery, 
Hezekiab  Underbill, 
Jimalhan  Underbill, 
Isaac  Town, 
John  Carr, 
John  Biirley, 
Joseph  Hall, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Edward  Prissrn, 
Cornelius  Morgan, 
Samuel  W.irthen, 
Edmund  Eliot, 
Paul  Healy, 
Moses  Underbill, 
Jacob  Deibey, 
James  Hidden, 
Samuel  Davis, 
John  Quimby, 
Robert  Gordon, 
William  Brown, 
Francis  Carr, 
Timothy  Carr. 


To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  or  General  As- 
sembly of  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire  : 
As  soon  as  ever  we  received  your  directions,  requesting 
us  to  desire  all  the  males  in  this  town  to  sign  to  a  Declara- 
tion, (Lunaticks,  &,c.,  excepted,)  in  obedience  thereto,  we 
immediately  proceeded  to  give  publick  notice  of  your  inten- 
tions, and  otherwise,  as  we  thought  would  have  the  most 
effectual  tendency  to  have  put  into  execution,  in  order  that 
we  might  make  a  return  by  the  Representative ;  but  having 
so  short  a  time  to  accomplish  the  matter,  in  so  great  a  town, 
and  being  unwilling  to  omit  anything  relating  to  our  duty, 
and  which  might  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  we  solemnly 
deliberated  upon  the  matter,  asked  the  advice  of  our  Repre- 
sentative, and  others  of  safety  and  steadiness ;  and  as  we 
were  not  limited  to  a  certain  time  to  make  a  return,  we  pur- 
pose to  make  one  as  soon  as  it  may  be  done  with  conve- 
niency ;  so  rest  your  humble  servants, 

Ephraim  Baldwin,")  c  i   ^  rm 

Michael  Cresey,    (Selectmen of Ches- 

Samuel  Hildreth,  S  -^     ' 

signers  in  chesterfield. 


Abraham  Wood, 
Simon  Davis, 
Isaac  Davis, 
John  Snow, 
Oliver  Cohleigh, 
Jonathan  Farewell, 
Oliver  Farewell, 
Silas  Thomp-on, 
William  Farewell, 
Nathan  Davis, 
Warren  Snow, 
Ebenezer  Streeter, 
William  Thomas, 
Daniel  Baldwin, 
William  Simomis, 
Joseph  Smith, 
Amos  Smith, 
Jonathan  Furr,  4th, 
Jonaihan  Furr,  3d, 
Thomas  Furr, 
Benjamin  Hudson, 
Moses  Smith, 
Josiah  Streeler, 
William  Woodcock, 
Jonathan  Cobleigh, 
Jonas  Stearns, 
Samuel   Fairbank, 
Jonathan  Furr,  Sd, 
Ji  siah  Lamb, 
Samuel   Walker, 
Archibald  Roberson, 
Andrew  Coburn, 
Lawrence  Walton, 
Phineas  Brown, 
John  Sanderson, 
William  Fisher, 
Jona.  Hildreth,  jun,, 
James  Wheeler,  Jun  , 
Josiah  Hastings, 
Andrew  Hastings, 
Noah  Emmons, 
Jonaihan  Coley, 
Ephraim  Wheeler, 
John  Cobleigh, 
Joseph  Higgins, 
James  McElroy, 
Joseph  Wheeler, 

In  obedience  to  the  within  Declaration,  that  we  received 


James  Wheeler, 
Zenas  Fairbank, 
Nathan  Beshou, 
Isaac  Hildreth, 
Israel  Johnson , 
James'  Robertson , 
Eiisha  Rockwood, 
Daniel  Cobleigh, 
Aaron  Fan, 
Peter  Wheeler, 
Moses  Ellis, 
Ephraim  Hubbard, 
Amos  Havis, 
John  White, 
Nathan  Meicalf, 
John  Bishop, 
Jonathan  Cobleigh , 
Nathan  Thomas, 
Zur  Evans, 
Abel  Emons, 
William  Fancet, 
AVilliam  Robertson, 
Iih.  Chamberlain, 
Edward  Hildreth, 
Caleb  Johnson, 
Joney  Davis, 
Amos  Streeter, 
Enoch  Streeter, 
Abner  Johnson, 
John  Prat, 
Kimball  Carlton, 
Nathaniel  Bingham, 
Theodore  Bingham, 
Abel  Ray, 
John  Pierce, 
Samuel  Fair, 
B;'iijamin  Cobiirn , 
Nehemiah  Merrill, 
Ephraim  Farr, 
Isaac  Farr, 
Samuel  Parr,  Jun., 
John  Haskell, 
Ezekiel  Powers, 
Silas  Wood, 
Obediah  Morrill, 
William  Henry, 


Daniel  Farr, 
Amasa  Coburn, 
Thomas  Harris, 
Duglas  Robins, 
Hallawill  Merrill, 
Shrebiah  Fay, 
Thonias  Daby, 
Stephen  Metcalf, 
Martin  Warner, 
David  Stoddert, 
Samuel  Peacock, 
John  Peac'ick, 
Ephraim  Baldwin, 
Michael  Cresey, 
Samuel  Hildreth, 
Moses  Smith,  Jun., 
William  Shores, 
David  Stone, 
John  Grandy, 
John  Grandy,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Gail, 
Sylvanus  Battey, 
Ebenezer  Farr, 
Increase  Daniels, 
Abner  Ahbee, 
Ahijah  Slams, 
Matthew  Gray, 
Ebenezer  Tafi, 
William  Hildreth, 
John  Richardson, 
Daniel  Kinison, 
James  Reed, 
John  Ellis, 
Joel  Whitney, 
David  Harr, 
James  Maryfield, 
Oliver  Hubbard, 
Michael  Woodcalf, 
Charles  Johnson, 
Amos  Hubbard, 
Jonathan  Farr, 
Benjamin  Smith, 
Samuel  Flelcher, 
Patrick  McMich«l, 
Abraham  Farr, 
Abijah  Kingsbury. 
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from  your  Honours,  we  proceeded  according  to  your  direc- 
tions ;  and  the  pereons  whose  names  are  underwritten,  are 
those  tliat  refuse  to  sign  to  tlie  Declaration  on  your  paper : 

Caplain_J._Hildielh,    Joseph  Preniice,  Elisha  Walton, 

Ephraim  Wliiiney,       lieck  Earl, 
Ebeii.  Fletcher,  Jun.,     Silas  Bennett, 
Samuel  D.  Couveree,  Job  King. 


Lieut.  E.  Whiting, 
Eleazer  Poineroy, 
Ebenezer  Hervey, 
Ebenezer  Coupper, 


Ephraim  Baldwin, 
Moses  Smith,  Jun., 
Michael  Chesey, 
Ephraim   Hubbard, 
Samuel  Hildreth, 


Selectmen 

of 
Chesterfield. 


Chesterfield,  June  12,  1776. 


SIGNERS    IN    CONCORD. 


Reuben  Trimball, 
John  Kimball, 
Thomas  Sickney, 
Peter  Green, 
Tim  Walker,  Jan., 
Benjamin  Emery, 
John  Bradley, 
Nathan  Chandler, 
Aaron  Stevens, 
James  Walker, 
Robert  Davis, 
Benjamin  Hanaford, 
Daniel  Gale, 
David  Hall, 
Simon  Danforth, 
Nathaniel  Abbott, 
Nathaniel  Rolfe, 
Stephen  Greenleaf, 
Samuel  Thompson, 
John  Gage, 
Moses  Eastman,  Jun. 
Jacob  Carter, 
John  Towle, 
Levi  Ross, 
Jeremiah  Clidde, 
Peier  Green,  Jun  , 
Amos  Abbot, 
Timothy  Bradley, 
Ephraim  Fa  mum, 
Cornelius  Johnson, 
Philip  Enstman, 
Daniel  Abbot, 
Richard  Flanders, 
Joseph  Farnum, 
Richard  Hasletine, 
Joseph  Hall,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Fifield, 
Reuben  Abbot, 
Lot  Colby, 
Jonathan  Eastman, 
Daniel  Chase, 
David  George, 
John  Siernes, 
John  Virgin, 
Phineas  Sevens, 
Jabez  Abbot, 
Benjamin  Abbott, 
Ebenezer  Hall, 
Henry  iMarlin, 
Timothy  Simonds, 
William  Fiheld, 
Reuben  Abbot,  Jun., 
Samuel  Butlers, 


Timothy  Walker, 
Henry  Beck, 
Benjamin  Rolfe, 
John  Sleen, 
Moses  Eastman, 
Oliver  Hoit, 
Theodore  Farnum, 
Ebenezer  Farnum, 
Ephraim  Farnum, 
IVloses  Eastman, 
Chandler  Lovejoy, 
Samuel  Hink.son, 
Caleb  Buswell, 
Richard  Eastman, 
Solomon  Gage, 
Ezekiel  Dimond.Jun., 
Amos  Abbot,  Jun., 
William  Coffin , 
Joseph  Abbott, 
Jonathan  Merrill, 
James  Mitchell, 
Ezra  Cater, 
Asa  Kimball, 
Jonathan  Emeison, 
Tim.  Bradley,  Jun., 
Joseph  Eastman, 
Phineas  Virgin, 
William  Currier, 
Ebenezer  Simond, 
Daniel  Siickney, 
Josiah  Farnum,  Jun., 
Elisha  Moody, 
Benjamin  Farnum, 
Jacob  Green, 
Benjamin  Eastman, 
Ebenezer  Virgin, 
Ephraim  Potter, 
Edward  Abbott , 
Eph.  Farnam,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Stickney, 
William  Virgin, 
Obadiah  Hall, 
George  Abbot, 
Josiah  Farnum, 
Joseph  Farnum,  J&n., 
Stephen  Kimball, 
Daniel  Hall, 
Abner  Flanders, 
Nathan  Abbot, 
Jesse  Abbot, 
Isaac  Abbot, 
Ephraim  Abbot, 


Stephen  Abbot, 
George  Abbot,  Jun., 
Stephen  Farnum, 
Daniel  Famum, 
Daniel  Kidder, 
Philip  Carigain, 
Daniel  Carter, 
Joseph  Clough, 
Richard  Harbert, 
Gordon  Hutchens, 
James  Hazeltine, 
William  Hazeltiue, 
John  Chase, 
Simon  Trumbel, 
John  Shute, 
Jacob  Shute, 
Joseph  Hall, 
John  Trumbull, 
Joseph  Colby, 
Ephraim  Fisk, 
Nathaniel  Green, 
Thomas  Wilson, 
Isaac  Walker, 
Ezra  Badger, 
Richard  Flanders, 
Timothy  Chambers, 
Ezekiel  Dimond, 
Jo.seph  Hazeltine, 
Phineas  Kimball, 
Robert  Ambros, 
Benjamin  Sweat, 
Abiel  Blanchard, 
Benjamin  Elliot, 
James  Stevens, 
Joseph  Eastman,  Jun., 
Richard  Potter, 
Timothy  Simonds, 
Philip  Kimball, 
Timoihy  Kimball, 
John  Farnum, 
Ezekiel  Cater, 
Richard  Flood, 
Henry  Lovejoy, 
Lemuel  Tucker, 
Jacob  Goodwin, 
George  Graham, 
Jeremiah  Wheeler, 
Zephaniah  Pattee, 
Zebediah  Farnum, 
Samuel  Goodwin, 
Abner  Farnum, 
Thomas  Eaton. 


SIGNERS    IN    CONWAY    AND    LOCATIONS. 


John  Osgood, 
Enoch  Webster, 
John  Dollof,  Jun., 
William  Merrill, 
Leonard  Harriman, 
James  Huntress, 
Enoch  Merrill, 
Jeremiah  Farringlon, 
John  Dollof, 
Andrew  Hamilton, 
Jacob  Walden, 
Hugh  Sterling, 
Richard  Eastman, 
Ezekiel  Walker, 
James  Harrold, 
William  Knox, 
Abiaihsr  Eastman, 
Thos.  Merrill,  Jun., 
Amos  Merrill, 


Joseph  Odell, 
Benjamin  Farnum, 
Ebenezer  Burbank, 
Thomas  Ru.s.sell, 
Timothy  Walker, 
Benoni  Cory, 
Thomas  King, 
Jeremiah  Page, 
Ebenezer  Farnum, 
Robert  Harrold, 
John  Wilson, 
Jedcdiah  Spinney, 
Abiel  Lovejoy, 
David  Page, 
Benjamin  Osgood, 
Barnes  Hazeltine, 
Thomas  Merrill, 
Joshua  Heath, 


William  White, 
Thomas  Chadburn, 
Joseph  Thompson, 
Abraham  Colby, 
Joseph  Colby, 
John  Pendexter, 
Humphrey  Emery, 
Humph.  Em»ry,  Jun., 
Nathaniel  Harriman, 
Enoch  Emery, 
Anthony  Emery, 
Vere  Royse, 
Benjamin  Copp, 
Stephen  Coffin, 
Richard  Jackman, 
Josiah  Dollof, 
Christopher  Huntress, 
Nathaniel  Smith. 


To  the  General  Assembly  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
Colony  of  New-Hampshire  : 
We  have,  agreeable  to  the  within  retjuest,  desired  every 
man  that  is  twenty-one  years  of  age,  within  this  town  and 
the  locations  adjoining,  to  set  their  names  to  the  within  in- 
strument, (excluding  such  as  were  ordered  to  be  imbodied  in 
the  request,)  and  every  man  has  accordingly  signed. 

David  Page,      1  c  i   ^ 
T  II  ?  iielectmen. 

Joshua  Heath,  ) 

Conway,  June  9,  177G. 
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signers  in  deerfield. 


Timothy  Upham, 
Eliphelet  Smith, 
Stephen  Batchelder, 
Simon  Marston, 
John  McCrillis, 
John  Dam, 
Thomas  Rand, 
Abraham  True, 
Benjamin  Sanborn, 
James  Page, 
Isaac  Sheperd, 
Adoiiijah  Fellows, 
Samuel  Gate, 
Thomas  Moulton, 
Richard  Jenness, 
Jacob  Longfellow, 
Jeremiah  Casman, 
John  Avery, 
George  Wallis, 
Aaron  Rawlings, 
David  Hindwick, 
Robert  Hellese, 
Dalton  Simpson, 
Stephen  Chase,  - 
Moses  Chase, 
John  Simpson, 
Josiah  Chase, 
Daniel  Currier, 
Benjamin  Steven.s, 
Benjamin  French, 
Wad  eigh  Ham, 
Samuel  Gilman, 
Henry  Tucker, 
Eliph.  Grifeen,  Jun., 
Daniel  Page, 
H.  Thompson, 
John  God  free, 
James  Mason, 
Andrew  Freese, 
Thomas  Leavitt, 
Enoch  Robie, 
Samuel  Perkins, 
Joseph  KinnLson, 
James  Griffin, 
Jno  Batchelder,  Jun. 
Edward  Dearborn, 
S.  Batchelder,  Jun,, 

To  the  Honourable  the  General  Assembly,  or  a  Committee 
of  Safety,  for  this  Colony : 

Gentlemen:  We  have  complied  with  your  request,  in 
desiring  all  males  to  sign  the  Declaration  on  this  paper,  ex- 
cepting a  few  who  were  gone  out  of  the  Parish. 

The  men  who  refuse  to  sign  are  those  whose  names  are 
here  underwritten. 


Increase  Batchelder, 
Nathaniel  Green, 
John  Luey, 
Benjamin  Batchelder, 
Levi  Dame, 
Peter  Mason, 
Thomis  Robie, 
Jonathan  Blue, 
Theophilus  Griffin, 
Joseph  March, 
Eliphelet  Faiffen, 
Joshua  Veazey, 
George  Searcy, 
James  Langley, 
Dominick  Griffin, 
Robert  Merrill, 
Francis  Batchelder, 
Abiel  Barilet, 
Samuel  Hardy, 
Nathaniel  Osgood, 
Gideon  Ham, 
Naihan  Grifeens, 
Samuel  Hobbs, 
Andrew  Nealy, 
John  Cram, 
John  Giifeens, 
Jo.seph  Graves, 
Enoch  French, 
Peter  Sanborn, 
Ebenezer  Tilton, 
William  Smith, 
Nathan  Batchelder, 
John  Matlon, 
James  Brown, 
David  Jewetl, 
Zebulon  King, 
Joseph  Hilton, 
Samuel  Hoit, 
Joseph  Hoit, 
John  Thirstin, 
Benjamin  Folsom, 
Tristram  Sanborn, 
Joseph  Gram, 
Joel  Cram, 
Jesse  Prescolt, 
Josiah  Smith, 


David  Robinson, 
Levi  Harvey, 
Joseph  Young, 
James  Young, 
Jonathan  Robinson, 
John  Robinson, 
John  Merril, 
John  Jones, 
Sanborn  Cram, 
David  Batchelder, 
Jedediah  Prescolt, 
Jonah  Prescolt, 
John  Mead, 
Samuel  Pulsfer, 
Joshua  Leavilt, 
Ezekiel  Gilman, 
William  Mors, 
Benjamin  Beie, 
Thomas  Jenness, 
Joseph  Currier, 
Joseph  Judkins, 
Joshua  French, 
Benjamin  Judkins, 
Daniel  Ladd, 
Joshua  Young, 
Nathaniel  Philbrick, 
Jonathan  Watson, 
Jonathan  Philbrick, 
Simon  Batchelder, 
Ephraim  Batchelder, 
Moses  Bernard, 
Jonathan  Judl^ns, 
Abraham  Prescott, 
Samuel  Prescott, 
Jonathan  McCluer, 
Samuel  McCluer, 
Jeddo  Webster, 
Thomas  Blasdell, 
Cotton  Haines, 
John  Pearson, 
Nat.  Batchelder,  3d, 
Joseph  Wallis, 
Phineas  Tilton, 
Timothy  Gowing, 
John  Philbrick, 
Nathan  Philbrick, 


Capt.  John  Robenson,  Nehemiah  Cram, 
Lieut.  Naih.  Meloon,   John  Easman, 


Moses  Marshall 
Joseph  Merrill, 
Dr.  Jonathan  Hill, 
Josiah  Sanborn, 
William  Turril, 


Ephrnim  Brown, 
John  Bartlett, 
Ebenezer  Alliene, 
Jeremiah  Glidden, 
Daniel  Marston, 

Nathan  Sanb 

Benjamin 

Robert  Page 


Nathaniel  Folsom, 
John  Prescolt, 
Samuel  Windslo, 
Aseph  Merril, 
Benjamin  Ladd, 
Nathaniel  RobeosoD, 


Deerfield,  June  20,  1776. 


anborn,  '^ 

Page,     >  Selectmen. 

AGE,  3 


signers  in  deering. 


Bond  Little, 
Ephraim  Abbott, 
Benjamin  Bradford, 
John  Willey, 
William  McKeen, 
Samuel  Chandler, 
Ninian  Akin, 
John  Bayls, 
Joseph  Wakefield, 
William  Robertson, 
Ebenezer  Blood, 


Elias  Hassall, 
Francis  Grimes, 
Samuel  Patten, 
John  Sherian, 
Abraham  Gove, 
Alexander  Hogg, 
William  Aikin, 
William  Forsiih, 
Thomas  Aikin, 
David  Will.son, 
John  Lyon, 

A  return  of  the  men's  names  that  refuse  to  sign  the  within 
writing :  John  Bartlett  and  Jonathan  Straw. 

Benjamin  Bradford,  Selectman. 


Bray  Wilkins, 
Timothy  Wyman, 
Jonathan  Wyman, 
Tim.  Wyman,  Jun., 
Thomas  Grimes, 
Joseph  Willis, 
Robert  Mills, 
Ephraim  Clark, 
Alexander  Robinson, 
Joseph  Robenson, 
William  Bradford. 


SIGNERS    IN   DERRYFIELD. 


John  Hall, 
William  Parkham, 
Thomas  Newman, 
Ebenezer  Stevens, 
David  Merrill, 
Daniel  Hall, 
William  McClintock, 
John   Dickey, 
John  Gufie, 
John  Rand, 
Samuel  Moor, 
Robert  Cunningham, 
Alex.  MacMurphy, 
Samuel  Boyd, 
Charles  Emerson, 
Michael  McClinto, 


Benjamin  Cranbie, 
David  Starrei, 
Ezekiel  Stevens, 
John  Parham, 
William  Nutt, 
Benjamin  Baker, 
John  Harvey, 
William  Parham, 
George  Greaham, 
Simim  Lull, 
William  Gambell, 
James  Peirse, 
Abraham  Merrill, 
Abraham  Merrill, 
Jonathan  Merrill, 


John  Ray, 
Moses  Merrill, 
Nathaniel  Boyd, 
John  Russ, 
Robert  Clark, 
Samuel  Stark, 
Joseph  George, 
Je.sse  Baker, 
James  Gorman, 
James  McWright, 
John  Grifen, 
Moses  Crombey, 
Joseph  Griffin, 
Joseph  Farmer, 
Hugh  Thomson. 
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Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  Derryfield,  June  1,  1776. 
To  the  Hon.  Meshech  Weare,  Chairman: 

This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  subscribei-s,  have  presented 
the  within  Declaration  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town,  and 
they  have  all  signed  said  Declaration  who  we,  in  our  judg- 
ment, thought  had  a  right  to  sign  the  same. 
Certified  by  us,  &c.       David  Starret,     1 

EzEKiEL  Stevens,  >»S'cZcdmen. 
John  Parkham,      j 


John  Swan, 
Richard  Giichresl, 
Thomas  Morse, 
Eli  JMorse, 
Joseph  Greenwood, 
Moscs  Adams, 
Daniel  Morse, 
Joseph  Twilchel, 
Ebenczer  Twilchel, 
Samuel  Twilchel, 
Srephen  Twilchel, 
Simeon  Johnson, 
Ivory  Perry, 
Benjamin  Learned, 
John  Morse, 
Henry  Strongman, 
Joseph  Adams, 
Benjamin  Mus.son, 


SIGNERS    IN    DUBLIN, 

Levi  Palridge, 
Timolhy  Adams, 
Eli  Greenwood, 
John  Kiiowlion, 
Simeon  Bullard, 
John  Muzzey, 
Moses  Johnson, 
Reuben  Morse, 
Richard  Sirongmeny, 
Iihamar  Johnson, 
Silas  Sione,  Jan., 
Ezra  Morse, 
Isaac  Adams, 
Isaac  Bond, 
Silas  Stane, 
Thomas  Alden, 
Josiah  Greenwood, 


James  Chambler, 
Thomas  Lewis, 
Samuel  Williams, 
Ebenezer  Hill, 
Abijah  Twilchel, 
Naihaniel  Bale, 
William  Slrongmeny, 
William  Yardley, 
John  Wright, 
Thomas  Muzzey, 
Moses  Pratt, 
Gershom  Twilchel, 
Caleb  Stanford, 
Labe  Pussier, 
Phinehas  Stanford, 
Nathan  Burnap, 
Gershom  Twilchel,  Jr. 
Gardner  Town, 
Oliver  Wright, 


Moses  Greenwood, 
William  Greenwood,  James  Rolins, 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  we  have  desired  all  the 

males  in  our  Town,  above  twenty -one  years  of  age,  to  sign 

to  the  Declaration  on  this  paper,  which  they  all  did,  witii- 

out  any  dispute.  Test : 

Joseph  Greenwood,  1 

Simeon  Bullard,       >  Selectmen  of  Dublin. 

John  Muzzey,  ) 


SIGNERS    IN    DUNBARTON. 


Enoch  Sargent, 

William  Holms, 

Henry  Pondrey, 

Thomas  Hoil, 

John  Holms, 

James  Alexander, 

Nathan  Butnam, 

Thomas  George, 

John  Marrill, 

AsaBurnhan, 

AsT  Putney, 

William  Page, 

John  Hogg, 

Enoch  Sargent, 

Sargent  Colby, 

Zebulon  Gilchel, 

Philip  Wells, 
Theophilus  Goodwin,  trael  Clifford, 
Caleb  Page,  John  Church, 

Jeremiah  Page,  Benjamin  Dalman, 

The  underwritten  names  were  those  who  had  the  offer  to 
sicn, and  refused:  William  Stark,  William  Stinson,  Stephen 
Palmer,  John  Stinson,  Robert  Hogg,  Jam£s  Hogg,  Abra- 
ham Bumam,  John  Folten,  David  Hogg,  John  McCordey. 

ERE  I  ,  /  ;ggigf.fjfi^n  fijj.  J)unbarton. 

John  Hogg,         J 
Uunbarton,  November  25,  1776. 


Thomas  Caldwell, 
Sampson  Galley, 
Thomas  Huse, 
John  Gould, 
James  Clement, 
David  Story, 
Daniel  Story, 
Samuel  Bumam, 
John  Sameson, 
Step.  Henayer, 
Hezekiah  Colby, 
Abel  Sargur, 
Samuel  Kelly, 
Noah  Sanger, 
Edward  Presbe, 
James  Gray, 
Amos  Emery, 


Thomas  Mills, 
David  Hardey, 
William  Wheeler, 
Plumer  Wheeler, 
Samuel  Allison, 
James  Stewart, 
Archibald  Stinson, 
Stephen  Wheeler, 
Samuel  Stewart, 
Moses  Colby, 
George  Hogg, 
Isaac  Cheney, 
Jonathan  Stevens, 
Richard  Greenough, 
Hush  Temeson, 
David  Favour, 
Jacob  Colley, 
Jacob  Chesamore, 
Caleb  Page,  Jun. 


SIGNERS    IN    ENFIELD. 


Josiah  Hovey, 
Nathan  Bicknell, 
Elisha  Bingham, 
Jon.  Padelford,  Jun., 


Samuel  Meacham, 
Jonathan  Padelford, 
Philip  Padelford, 
Asa  Williams. 


Robert  Coats,  Thomas  Miner,  Solomon  Scipia 

Joshua  Wells,  Samue'  Jones,  John  Scofield, 

Samuel  Joslen,  Joseph  Walter,  Thomas  Baldwin, 

Richard  Joslen,  John  Scofield,  Caleb  W-lch, 

Charles  Walworth,      Sunucl  Laihrop,  Gideon  Rudd, 

Ezekiel  Wells,  Ezekiel  Gardner,  Ebenezer  Scofield. 
Caleb  Clark, 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of 
New-Hai«pshire  : 

These  are  to  certify  that  every  man  in  this  town  volun- 
tarily signed  this  Agreement.     Attest : 

Ebenezer  Eames,  )  ^.i^..^^ 
SAMUEL  Jones, 
Canaan,  July  1,  A.  D.  1776. 


John  Lasell, 
Benjamin  Fuller, 
Daniel  Hovey, 
John  Lyman, 
Simon  P.  Slapp, 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of 
New-Hampshire  : 

Those  names  which  are  within  written,  hereunto  volun- 
tarily set  their  hands.     Attest : 

John  Lasell,  ^ 

Samuel  Meacham,  >  Selectmen  of  Enfield. 
Daniel  Hovey,        ) 
Enfield,  June  11,  1776. 


signers    in    CANAAN. 


Ebenezer  Eames, 
Richard  Clark, 


Jehu  Jones, 
Thomas  Baxter, 


James  Treadway  will,  on 
certain  conditions.* 


•  I,  on  conjiiion  tlial  no  man  who  is  talcen  a  captive  from  the  British  Forces,  ba 
niailf  an  ollicer,  or  let  lr)bea  solJitr  in  tlieCoiiiinenial  Army;  and,  Beconiliy,  that  every 
American  lound  and  latten  in  arms  against  liie  United  Colonies  be  immediately  put  lu 
deatli;  and,  tlnrdlv,  itiatatl  and  every  of  the  British  Troops  ihatare  captured  liy  the 
Continental  Forcee,  by  sea  or  land,  or  any  other  way  taken,  shall  be  kept  in  prison,  or 
close  confinement ;  and,  fourthly,  that  every  comman<lin?  olRcer,  or  a  private  soldier, 
or  any  person  or  persons,  employed  in  any  businei's  whaievtr  in  the  Coniincnial  Forces, 
wlio  is  lound  and  proved  to  be  a  traitor  to  the  Onited  Colonies,  in  America,  be  put  to 
.daath  immediately.  ITpon  these  aloremeniitincd  conditions  do  1  sisn  this  Declaration. 
Wimeas  my  h^nd:  Jambs  Tread  wat. 


John  Prescolt, 
Abraham  Perkins, 
Abraham  Folsom, 
Benjamin  Rowell, 
Jonathan  Cilli-y, 
Jonathan  Msloon, 
Seth  Fogg, 
Benjamin  Dearborn, 
Jonathan  Fillrick, 
Samuel  Pluminer, 
Ezekiel  Clough, 
N.  Well.s, 
David  Lowell, 
Jonathan  Wmslow, 
Jacob  Forss, 
Joseph  Blake, 
Philip  Harvy, 
Jonathan  Clark, 
John  Rowell, 
Thomas  Cauley, 
John  Cauley, 
Simon  Drake, 
Edward  Sawran, 
Abraham  Brown, 
Joseph  Chandler, 
Samuel  Shaw, 
Richard  Shaw, 
Ebenezer  Currier, 
Ezra  Slrow, 
John  Slrow, 
Samuel  Dearborn, 
John  Shnrbuin, 
Richard  Shuiburn, 
Jtmalhan  Prescolt, 
Jonathan  Galley, 
William  Crocket, 
Moses  Davis, 
Samuel  Parsons, 
Ezekiel  Hook, 
John  Lunt, 
Francis  James, 
Joshua  Brown, 
James  Riindlel, 
William  Dowlin, 
Jeremiah  Ple^cotl, 
Sitnon  Dearborn, 
Job  Parsons, 
James  Sainborn, 
Joseph  French, 
Abraham  Tilton, 
Enoch  Coffin, 
Phineas  Fogg, 
Ribben  Osgood, 
John  Gilman, 
J<icob  Rundlet, 
Robert  Judkins, 
Charles  Crockett, 
Joseph  Ma.son, 
John  Towhir, 
Josiah  Rundlet, 
Josiah  Nurris, 
John  Chapmain, 
Oliver  Morrill, 
Gould  French, 
James  Chase,  Jun., 
James  Johnson, 
Ebenezer  Straw, 
Josiah  Towl, 
John  Marden, 
William  Straw, 


signers  in  epping. 

David  Lawrence, 
Mark  How, 
Benjamin  Smith,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Page, 
Jonathan  Clark,  Jr., 
Abra'm  Perkins,  Jr., 
Josiah  Edgerly, 
Jonathan  iiundlett, 
Samuel  Hunt, 
Jo.seph  Gale, 
James  Norris, 
Benjamin  Brown,  Jr., 
EzraFiench, 
Jeremiah  Jath, 
Jelhio  B.  Tilton, 
Barzillai  French, 
Moses  Coffin, 
John  Pike, 
John  Barlleit, 
Samuel  Cornor, 
John  Towl, 
Simeon  Robinson, 
Thomas  Burley, 
Samuel  Clark, 
Benjamin  Dockum, 
Jonathan  Eliot, 
Josiah  Smith, 
David  Hanes, 
Daniel  B.isly, 
Moses  Dal  Ion, 
David  Folsom, 
Levi  French, 
Josiah  Tilton, 
Benjamin  Dow, 
James  Dow, 
John  Chapman, 
Edmund  Chapman, 
Benjamin  Smith, 
Edward  Sanbun, 
Daniel  Sanborn, 
Benjamin  Johnson, 
Beiij.  Johnson,  Jun., 
Timothy  Jones, 
Isaac  Dimond, 
Jeremitih  Sanborn, 
Jacob  Blaisdel, 
Chandler  Sanborn, 
Josiah  Chase, 
Joseph  Chandler, 
Theophilus  Blake, 
Benjamin  Dearborn, 
Chase  Osgood, 
Jacob  Freeze,  Jun., 
Naihaniel  Sanborn, 
Ebenezer  Dow, 
Jonathan  Fifield, 
Hezekiah  Clifford, 
James  Osgood, 
Juscph  Taylor, 
Daniel  Rundlett, 
Richard  Clifford, 
Nicholas  Robinson, 
David  Norris,  Jun., 
Thomas  Alley, 
Joseph  Prescolt, 
Samuel  Morrill, 
James  Rundlet, 
Jonathan  Chase, 
James  Harvey, 
Sargent  Huse, 


Josiah  Folsom, 
Eliphelet  Cally, 
Ezekiel  Brown, 
Biads.  Gilman, 
Daniel  Gordon, 
William  Coffin, 
Abraham  Brown,  Jr., 
Samuel  Smith, 
James  Norris, 
Nehemiah  Wheeler, 
Jo-eph  PrescoU, 
Benjamin  Glifl'ord, 
Samuel  Morrill, 
Ebenezer  Fisk, 
Jacob  Frost, 
Paul  Lad, 
John  Page, 
Ebenezer  Blase, 
Benjamin  Rawlings, 
Jonathan  Thomas, 
Thomas  Robin.son, 
Joseph  Edgerly, 
Zebulon  Edgerly, 
WilliamGill, 
Mieah  P^e^cot, 
Nathan  G.  Prescot, 
Dearborn  Blake, 
Philip  Kelley, 
Jonathan  Ferren, 
John  Ferren, 
Benjamin  Clarke, 
Samuel  Vea.sey, 
Robert  Cross, 
Simon  Johnson, 
Jon.  Robinson,  Jun  , 
Robert  Wide, 
Benj.  DocliUin,  Jun.,, 
Joseph  Dudley, 
Benaiah  i  'ow, 
Jacob  Swain, 
Winihrop  Dow, 
Theophilus  Stevens, 
Tneoph.  St^-vcns,  Jr., 
John  Pease, 
Jonathan  Robinson, 
Stephen  Cliffoid, 
James  Wailk-igh, 
John  Perkins,  Jun., 
Ji'hn  Lyford, 
Htniy  Wiggin, 
Thornas  \Viggin, 
Thomas  Wiggin,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Kenison, 
Stephen  Claik, 
David  Perkins, 
Jacob  Clark, 
Moses  Page, 
James  Chase, 
David  Lawrence,  Jr., 
Samuel  Frt-nch, 
PhuI  Ladd,  Jun., 
Nathan  Swain, 
Daniel  Blake, 
Jedediali  Blake, 
John  Carr, 
John  Carr,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Smart, 
Nathan  Samborn, 
NaihnnSamborn,  Jr., 
James  Norris,  4lh. 


Agreeable  to  the  within  Association  Paper,  we  have  shown 
it  to  the  inhabitants ;  and  those  persons  whose  names  are 
underwritten  are  persons  that  refuse  to  sign  the  same :  John 
Barker,  Jonathan  Barker,  Thomas  Drake,  Robert  Blake, 
Joseph  Shepard,  Robert  Smith,  Nathaniel  Ladd,  Josiah 
Roberson,  James  Rundlet,  Jun.,  Thomas  Norris,  Benjamin 

Seth  Fogg, 
Enoch  Coffin, 
Abraham  Perkins, 


Morgan. 


■  Selectmen  of  Epping 


John  McClerey, 
John  Ca.sey, 


signers    in   EPSOM. 

Josiah  Knowles, 
Simon  Cass, 


Andrew  McGaffey, 
Waymuth  Wallace, 
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Marie  Moses, 
Samuel  Meyers, 
Ephraim  Berry, 
Benaiah  Labbee, 
John  McGalFey, 
George  Wallis, 
Eliphelei  Sanborn, 
George  Uren, 
Ebenezer  Bracket, 
Joseph  Tharborn, 
Aaron  Burbank, 
Simon  Knowles, 
Reuben  Sanbun, 
Benjamin  Goodwin, 
Samuel  Blake, 
Joseph  Towle, 
Jeremiah  Page, 
Nathaniel  Willis, 
Benjamin  J  ihnslon, 
I-^aac  Lebbee.i 
Samuel  Rand, 
Mark  Moses, 
Samuel  Moses, 
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Moses  Lock, 
William  Nason, 
Abraham  Wallis, 
James  Woden, 
Richard  Treep, 
John  Gate, 
Ephraim  Peltingell, 
Ephraim   Lock, 
Maihaoiel  Kuyes, 
Thomas  Babb, 
Ebenezer  Williams, 
Benson  Hain, 
Henry  McCnIles, 
John  McClerey,  Jun., 
Moses  Osgood, 
John  Hanier, 
William  Drought, 
William  McCreles, 
Jethro  Blake, 
James  Nelson, 
Israel  Folsom, 
Ephraim  Berry, 


Neal  McGaffey, 
Obadiah  Williams, 
Jeremiah  Piescolt, 
Simeon  Chapman, per 

desi  re, 
Samuel  Davies, 
Nathan  Maiden, 
Francis  Lock, 
John  McCreles, 
Jonathan  Knowles, 
Joseph  Seavey, 
Henry  Seavey, 
George  Sanders, 
David  Knowlton, 
Levi  Cass, 
Samuel  Ames, 
Samuel  Ames,  Jun., 
Thomas  Holt,  Jun., 
William  Holt, 
William  Rand, 
Huanus  Moses, 
Benaiah  Libbee. 


John  Cass  and  William  Odiome  refused  to  sign. 


SIGNERS    IN    EAST-KINGSTON. 


Phineas  Batchelder, 
Benjamin  French, 
Edward  Fifiekl, 
Jonathan  Collins, 
John  Sanborn, 
Nathaniel  Bacheller, 
Abraham  Smith, 


Ebenezer  Batchelor,    Joshua  French, 
Benjamin  French,  Jr.,  Jacob  Gale, 


Josiah  Talton, 
Abraham  Smith,  Jr., 
Nathan  Bacheller, 
Thomas  Bacheller, 
Nathan  Ordway, 


Nathan.  G.  Bacheller,  Jacob  Ordway, 


Simon  B:iclieller, 
Stephen  Prescott, 
John  Toppan, 
William  Fifield,. 
Enoch  Chase, 
William  Smith, 
Moses  Greeley 
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Jacob  Graves, 
Samuel  Palmer, 
David  Tillon, 
Benjamin  VVillon, 
Ithamar  Emerson, 
Jo.seph  Bean, 
John  Carter, 


Jonathan  L.  Webster,  Moses  Biasdel, 


John  Wellch, 
Elijah  Clougli, 
Andrew  Greeley, 
Ebenezer  Collins, 
Ezra  Currier, 
Jeremiah  Currier, 
Abner  Morss, 
Samuel  Carter, 
Joriathan  Blasdell, 
John  Blasdell, 

Colonel  Jonathan  Greeley  has  several  times  been  desired 

to  sign  the  Declaration,  but  has  not.    Abraham  Brovm  and 

Jacob  Currier  refused  to  sign  the  Declaration. 


Eliphelet  Webster, 
Jon.  Greeley,  Jun., 
John  Currier, 
Richard  Smith, 
Daniel  Gale, 
John  Morrill, 
Daniel  Ea.stman, 
Jonathan  Ciough, 
Trueworthy  Palmer, 
Benjamin  Smith, 


Samuel  Stevens, 
Ralph  Blasdell, 
Nathan  Sampson, 
Jacob  Biasdel, 
Jacob  Rowell, 
Matthias  Bartlet, 
David  Rowell, 
Henry  Biasdel, 
Daniel  Biasdel, 
Nathaniel  Whitcher, 
William  Samsm, 
Samuel  Carter,  Jun., 
Barnard  Elliot, 
Caleb  Web.sier, 
Ezekiel  Merrill, 
True  Perkins, 
Josiah  Bachelder, 
Phiip  Brown, 
Edward  Greeley, 
Jonathan  Greeley, 
John  Sanborn , 
Jonathan  Cass, 
Jeremiah  Morrill, 
Jonathan  Perkins. 


SIGNERS    IN   GILMANTON. 


Joseph  Badger, 
Joseph  Badger,  Jr., 
Pea>lee  Badger, 
William  Smith, 
Jacob  Kelly, 
Ebenezer  Eastman, 
Daniel  Folsom, 
John  Moody, 
Paul  Bickford, 
Ezekiel  Hoit, 
Jacob  Sleeper, 
John  Hains, 
Joshua  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Peckins, 
Israel  Karrar, 
Benjamin  James, 
Jonathan  James, 
John  Parsons, 
Noah  D.Dow, 
Samuel  Greeley, 
Joseph  Hachins,  Jr., 
Joseph  Huchins, 
David  Fifiel.l, 
Samuel  Fifield, 
William  Libbey, 
John  Gilman, 
Isaac  Smith, 
George  Dennet, 
Thomas  Fanoeny, 
David  Bean, 
Peter  Gilman, 
Joshua  Gilman, 
Samuel  Gilman, 
Stephen  Bean, 


Daniel  Stevens, 
Robert  Glidden, 
Nathaniel  Kimball, 
Andrew  Page, 
Simon  Ciough, 
Andrew  Gliden, 
Samuel  Willseen, 
Samuel  Avery, 
Jasper  Elkins, 
Elisha  Odlin, 
Samuel  Ladd, 
Benj.  W.  Dean, 
Thomas  Taylor, 
David  Elkins, 


Jere.  Richardson, 
Isaac  Batchelder, 
Wmthrop  Gilman, 
Dudly  Young, 
Dudly  Hutchmgs, 
Jon.  Gilman,  Jun., 
J  itham  Gilman, 
Jes.--e  Looge, 
Samuel  Osgood, 
John  Worth, 
Solomon  Kinnison, 
Ebenezer  Steivers, 
Eliphelet  Gilman, 
John  Melchir, 


Sammersbee  Gilman,  Elisha  Hutchinson, 


David  Ciough, 
Edward  Gilman, 
Nathaniel  Elkins, 
Daniel  Avery, 
Edward  Smith, 
Ambrose  Hinds, 
John  Samborn, 
Nathaniel  Webster, 
Edward  Fox, 
Abner  Ciough, 
John  Jeffery, 
Elisha  Weerl, 
Matthew  Weeks, 
Thomas  Chattle, 
Ephraim  Morrill, 
Jon.  Gilmaw,  3d, 
Joseph  Parson, 
William  Parsons, 


Abiathar  Sanborn, 
Lowel  Sanborn, 
Jonathan  Ross, 
Samuel  Ciough, 
Jonathan  Clark, 
Benjamin  Weeks, 
Daniel  Dudley, 
Stephen  Dudley, 
John  Dudley, 
Benjamin  Dow, 
Jeremiah  Connor, 
Aniipas  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Gilman, 
Samuel  Brooks, 
Nehemiah  Longe, 
Abner  Evens, 
Daniel  Evens, 
Jonathan  Hutchinson, 
Trede  Bean, 
John  Mash, 
Henry  Mash, 
Josiah  Avery, 
Joseph  Osgood. 


Wm.  Parsons,  Jan., 
Ephraim  Morrill,  Jr.,  Samuel  B.  Rand, 
James  Hiickings ,         Ebenezer  Paige , 
Jonathan  Folsom,        Jeremy  Cogswell, 
Robert  Moulton,  Nathaniel  Wilson, 

Matthias  Sawyer, 

Pursuant  to  the  orders  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  we 

have  api)lied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Gilmanton  to  sign  the 

Association  Paper,  and  those  named  in  the  list  herewidi 

committed  are  those  that  refuse  to  sign  it. 

Edward  Smiti 

John  Samborn, 

Gilmanton,  August  28,  1776. 


'  >  Selectmen  of  Gilmanton. 
N,  5  •' 


Gilman  Lovejoy,  George  Weymouth, 

Philip  Pain,  Charles  Currier, 

Joseph  Merrill,  Scribner  Mudget, 

Djvid  Eclgerley,  Jonathan  Dow, 

Gilman  Lovejoy,  Jr.,  Joseph  Avery, 


Orlando  Weed, 
Jonathan  Gilman 
John  Sheperd, 
Amos  Paine, 
Isaiah  Clongh, 
Edward  Lock, 
Abraham  Folsom, 


Hosea  Hatch, 
JosephClifford, 
Jonathan  Batchelder, 
Simeon  Bean, 
Joseph  Young, 
Enoch  Bean. 


Samuel  Avery, 
John  Smith, 
Daniel  Ciough, 
John  Fox, 
Reuben  Allen, 
Thoina^  Mudget, 
Noah  Weeks, 
Samuel  Weeks, 
Nat.  Webster,  Jun., 
Simeon  Mudget, 
Gideon  Bean, 
Joshua  Bean, 

The  several  persons  above-named  refuse  signing  the  As- 
sociation Paper. 

Jo°h7  sImborn,'  I  'S'«?«ctoen  of  Gilmanton. 
Gilmanton,  August  28,  1776. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  and  Assembly,  or  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  for  the  Colony  o/ New-Hampshire  : 
Whereas  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Gilmanton  have 
applied  to  us  to  sign  an  Association  Paper,  and  there  being 
some  scruples  on  our  minds,  we  cannot  conscientiously  sign 
it,  and  beg  leave  to  assign  our  reasons  ;  which  are  as  follows, 
viz :  We  agree  and  consent  to  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence on  the  British  Crown,  and  are  willing  to  pay  our 
proportion  to  the  support  of  the  United  Colonies ;  but,  as 
to  defend  with  arms,  it  is  against  our  religious  principles, 
and  pray  we  may  be  excused.  All  which  is  most  huiDbly 
submitted,  by  your  Honours'  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

Hosea  Hatch,  Noah  Weeks, 

Gilman  Longee,  Jr., 
Joseph  Clifiord, 
Jonathan  Batchelder, 
Simeon  Bean, 
Joseph  Young, 
Reuben  Allen. 


John  Fox, 
Samuel  Weeks, 
Orlando  Weed, 
Peter  Smith, 
Daniel  Ciough, 
Nat.  Webster,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Dow, 


Charley  Currier, 
Samuel  Avery, 


Simeon  Mudget, 
Scribner  Mudget, 
Joseph  Morrill , 
Gilman  Longee, 

Gilmantown,  August  20,  1776. 


signers    IN    GILSUM. 
Ebenezer  Dewey,        Stephen  Bond, 
Justus  Hurd,  Joseph  Youngs, 

Pelatiah  Pea.se,  David  Bell, 

Ebenezer  Dewey,  Jr.,  Stephen  Bond,  Jan., 
Gershom  Crocker,       Elijah  Mack, 
Josiah  Kilburn,  Obadiah  Smith, 

Ebenezer  Kilburn,       Levi  Bliss, 
Thomas  Morse,  Jonathan  Bliss, 

Josiah  Kilburn,  Jun.,  Abner  Bliss, 
Ebenezer  Church,       David  Bliss, 

Jonathan  Adams,        Jonathan  Bliss,  Jun.,  Timothy  Diniick, 
Ichabod  Youngs,         Ebenezer iJill,  John  Row, 

Henry  White,  Joel  Kilbourn,  John  Row,  Jun., 

Shubael  Hurd,  Obadiah  Wilcoi,  Jr.,  Obadiah  Wilcox. 


Ebenezer  Wilcox, 
John  Chapman, 
John  Marks, 
Stephen  Griswold, 
James  Rowe, 
Elisha  Rendell, 
John  Boynton, 
John  Boynton,  Jun., 
John  Dimick,  Jun., 
John  Dimick, 


This  may  certify,  that  the  names  annexed  to  this  paper 

are  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  GtTsMm,  that  come 

within  the  limits  of  this  request. 

Ebenezer  Dewey,  Jr.,  7  c  ?    ..  j^r^-i 

Pelatiah  Pease,         '  ^Sekctmen  ofGihum. 


SIGNERS    IN    HAMPTON. 


Small  Moulton, 
Thomas  Leavitt, 
John  Moulton, 
John  Dow, 
James  Hobbs, 
John  Moulton,  5ih, 
John  Moulton,  6th, 
Samuel  Dow, 
John  Lamprey, 
Josiah  Moulton, 
Edward  Shaw, 
Samuel  Shaw, 
Oliver  W.  Lane, 
Jonathan  Moulton,  Jr 
Edward  B.  Moulton, 
Jonathan  Shaw, 
Benjamin  Batchelder, 
Jonathan  Sanborn, 
Jonathan  Leavitt, 
Simon  Marston, 
Shubael  Page, 
Elisha  Towl, 
Ebenezer  Thayer, 
Jonathan  Moulton, 
Josiah  Moulton,  Jun., 
John  Moulton,   ' 
Anihony  Emery, 
Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Johnson, 
John  Bitchelder, 
John  Lane, 
Jeremiah  Shaw, 
John  Johnson, 
Joseph  Moulton, 
Joseph  Garland, 
Thomas  Woodman, 
Joshua  James, 
Stephen  Page, 


Samuel  Towle,  Moses  Brown, 

Joshua  Towle,  Stephen  Fifield, 

Joshua  Towle,  Jun.,  John  Crosbie, 

Elisha  Marston,  Simon  Lane, 
Jonathan  Marston,  Jr., William  Lane,  Jun., 

Carter  Batchelder,  Benjamin  Moulton, 

Amos  Towle,  JuD.,  Amos  Towle, 


Joseph  Towle,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Malou, 
Josiah  Malon, 


Joseph  Nay 
John  Nay, 
Josiah  Towle, 
Daniel  Philbrick,  Jr.,  Jonathan  Elkins, 
George  Freese,  Moses  Elkins, 

Joseph  Freese,  John  Towle, 

.Jeremiah  Ball,  James  Blake, 

John  Dearborn,  Ebenezer  Lane, 

Jona.  Garland,  Jun.,    Josiah  Lane, 
Robert  Drake,  Jun.,    Nathan  Blawe, 
Jeremiah  Towle,         Jonathan  Blake, 
Nathaniel  Deaiborn,   Lemuel  Tuttle, 
Ephraim  Marston,       Abm.  P.  Towle, 
Pliilip  Towle,  Jethery  Blake, 

Philip  Towle,  Jun.,      David  Moulton, 
Winthrop  Sanborn, 
Thomas  Jenness, 
lohn  Moulton,  Jun., 
Nathan  Brown, 
Jonathan  Marston, 
Simon  Towle, 


James  Towle, 
Henry  Elkins, 
Jonathan  Towle, 
Nathaniel  Batchelder, 
Philip  Marston, 
Abner  Sanborn, 


Jeremiah  Marston,  Jr. Elijah  Moulton, 


Nathan  Sanborn, 
Benj.  Blown  Shaw, 
Benjamin  Fifield, 
Samuel  Brown, 
Samuel  Brownson, 
John  .'^llaman, 
John  Readman, 
Simon  Dow, 
John  Marston, 


Jeremiah  Sanborn, 
Simon  Sanborn, 
Ezekiel  Moulton, 
John  Fogg, 
John  Sanborn, 
Benjamin  Tucke, 
John  Taylor, 
Henry  D.  Taylor, 
Micajah  Morrill, 
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Thoma"!  Page, 
Sdinuel  Drake, 
Samuel  Drake,  Jnn., 
John  Drake,  Jun., 
Joshua  Fenney, 
John  Jenness,  Jun., 


James  Johnson, 
Andrew  Mace, 
Ephraim  Moulton, 
Jacob  Palmer, 
Samuel  Philbrir.k, 
James  Philbrick, 


Christopher  Toppan,  Guleon  Shaw, 
Benjimin  Page,  Nathaniel  Lamprey, 

William  Branscombe,  Reuben  Lamprey, 


John  Hobbs, 
Abner  Page, 
Jonathan  Lock, 
Nathan  Monlion, 
John  Moullon,  3d, 
Samuel  Page, 
John  Tuck, 
James  Perkins, 
Jonathan  Tuck, 


Jonathan  Dowst, 
Joshua  Shaw, 
William  Moullon, 
Samuel  Lock, 
Jeremiah  Knowles, 
Amos  Knowles, 


John  Taylor,  Jun., 
Joseph  Philbrick, 
John  Philbrick, 
Robe  It  iMoulton, 
Josiah  Dearborn, 
Robert  Drake, 
John  Drake, 
Jonathan  Goilfree, 
Ward  Lane, 
Samuel  Nay, 
Daniel  Lamprey, 
Edmund  Mason, 
Samuel  Marston, 
Joseph  Dow, 
William  Lane, 


Reuben  True,  Joseph  B town, 

Henry  Dearborn,         Jabez  P.ige, 
Thos!  Stow  Ramsey,   Th.;mas  Chelis, 


Amos  Knowles,  Jan.,  Jonathan  Garland, 
John  Lamprey,  Jun,  John  Randell, 
Zachariah  Brown,       Cotton  Ward, 
Elisha  Johnson. 


Jonathan  Tucker,  Jr., Thomas  Nudd, 
Nathaniel  Towle,        Simon  Nudd, 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire. 

Pursuant  to  the  within  request,  we,  the  subscribers,  Se- 
lectmen of  Hampton,  have  desired  all  males,  within  said 
Hampton,  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  (Lunaticks,  Idiots, 
and  Negroes,  excepted,)  to  sign  to  the  Declaration  on  this 
paper ;  and  tiiere  are,  that  have  refused  to  sign  the  same, 
viz:  Captain  Jeremiah  Marston  and  Daniel  Philbrick. 

Given  under  our  hands.  Dated  at  Hampton,  aforesaid, 
June  4,  1776. 

William  Lane,         1 

Joseph  Dow,  | 

JosiAH  Dearborn,       y  Selectmen  of  Hampton. 

Jonathan  Garland, 

Cotton  Ward,  J 

signers    in    HAMP6TEAD. 

Joseph  French,  Jun.,  Samuel  Kelly, 


John  Atwood, 
Benj.  Treecellery, 
Ezra  French, 
Austin  George, 
John  Wiear, 
John  Bond,  Jnn., 
Edmund  Mooeis, 
Peter  Eastman, 
Henry  True, 
Eliphelet  Poor, 
Daniel  Little,  Jnn., 
Tristram  Little, 
Samuel  Johnson,  Jr., 
Humphry  Nichols, 
Abner  Rogers, 
Thomas  Emery, 
Christopher  Row  11, 
William  George, 


Jonathan  Eastman, 
John  Simson, 
Nathaniel  Chase, 
Ebenezer  Copp, 
Abner  Little, 
Joseph  Noyps, 
John  Richardson, 
John  Sawyer, 
Moses  Slevens, 
John  Harriman, 
Moses  Kimball, 
Joseph  Webster, 
Levi  Webster, 
John  Calfe, 
Jonathan  Page, 
Joseph  Kimball, 
.Toseph  B  rown , 
John  Kent, 


Wm.  Richardson,  Jr.,  Job  Kent, 


Jr., 


Jonathan  Carlcton, 
Samuel  Littl-, 
Bartholomew  Heath, 
Timothy  Goodwin, 
Caleb  Emmerson, 
Hezekiah  Hutchens, 
Reuben  Harriman, 
John  Webster, 
Benjamin  Little,  Jr., 
William  Moullon, 
Benj.  Emerson,  Jun., 
Samuel  Johnson, 
Samuel  Flagg, 
James  Gile, 
John  Gorden, 
James  Eaton, 
John  Bond, 
David  Poor, 
Edward  Pre.scot, 
Stephen  John.son, 
Joshua  Bradshaw, 
Roger  Magralh, 
Robert  Hogg, 
Edmund  Eastman, 
Joshua  Eastman, 
Ezekiel  Currier, 
Timothy  Stephens, 
Daniel  Little, 
John  Darling, 
Andrew  Bryant, 
James  Atwood, 
Oliver  Worthen, 

The  names  of  the  persons  refusing  to  sign  the  Declara- 
tion on  this  paper : 

Cap'.  Wm.  Marshall,  Peter  Morss, 
Deacon  Jos.  F'enrh,   Joshua  Corlis, 
Deacon  Benj. Kimball, Thoma.s  Muzzey, 
Mr.  John  Hogg,  Joseph  Kimball,  Jr., 

John  Muzzey,  E-^q.,    Henry  Hilton, 
Lieut.  Edmund  Morss,  William  Stephens, 
John  Mills,  Parker  Stephens, 

Stale  of  New-Hampshire,  September  10,  1776. 

In  pursuance  of  the  request  of  the  honourable  Committee 
of  Safety,  for  the  State  aforesaid,  we,  the  subsciibers,  have 
accordingly  attended  the  service,  and  have  presented  the 
within  Declaration  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Hamp- 
stead,  and  desired  all  male  persons  therein  directed,  to  sign 
thereto;  and  after  waiting  upon  sundry  persons  for  their  con- 
sideration and  determination  of  their  signing  thereof,  we 
have  obtained  the  greater  part  of  said  town  to  subscribe 
their  names  thereto  ;  and  all  those  persons  that  have  refused 
to  sign  to  said  Declaration,  after  being  repeatedly  desired, 
we  return  their  names  in  a  separate  column  on  this  paper. 


Moses  Lilile, 
Thomas  Williams, 
Peter  Morss, 
Robert  Emer.son , 
Watts  Emerson , 
William  Ritcherson, 
John  GifFers, 
Joshua  Sawyer, 
Caleb  Webster, 
John  Harriman,  Jr., 
Amos  Clark, 
Benjamin  Lunt, 


Samuel  Brown, 
Samuel  Brown 
Moses  Brown, 
James  West, 
Samuel  Currier, 
Jacob  Currier, 
John  Atwood, 
Thomas  Wodley, 
Benjamin  Emerson, 
Thoma.s  Harriman , 
Obadiah  Weeks. 


James  Shepard, 
Jesse  Johnson , 
Caleb  Johnson, 
John  Plummer, 
Kelley  Plummer, 
Ebenezer  Kimball. 


John  Atwood,     1  ^  ?   ^        j.     rr 
Thomas  Wadly,  (Selectmen for  Hamp- 

Samuel  Litile,  j 


stead. 


SIGNERS    IN    HAWKE. 

Moses  Colbey,  James  Towle,  Isaac  Flanders, 

David  duimby,  Jos.  Clifford  Sanboin,  Jacob  Eastman, 


Timothy  Worth, 
Jonathan  French,  Jr., 
Sam.  Paul  Dudly, 
Ebenezer  Walker, 
Joseph  Tucker, 
Edward  Eastman, 
Matthias  Pellew, 
Bainet  Thorn, 
Joseph  Barron, 
Samuel  Saigent, 
Samuel  Fellows, 
Joseph  Collins, 
Nehemiah  ."^leeper, 
Samuel  March, 
Nathaniel  Brown, 
Nathan  Jones, 
Ezra  Jones, 
Nathan  Jones,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Jones, 
Moses  Q,uimby, 
Asa  Flanders, 

In  pursuance  to  the  within  fequest,  we  have  shown  this 

Declaration  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  Parish,  and  all 

have  signed,  except  Joseph  Jones,  Hezekiah  Sleeper,  Joseph 

Sweat,  and  Trostum  Collins.     The  above  named  persons 

are  called  Qiiakers,  and  refuse  to  take  up  arms. 

Moses  Colby,   ^ 

David  Qllmby,  >  Selectmen  of  Hatvke. 

Reuben  True,  3 

Hawke,  June  7,  1776. 


Jeremy  Towle, 
Abraham  Chase, 
Thomas  Page, 
John  Selly, 
Jonathan  French, 
John  Pige, 
Henry  Elkins, 
Caleb  Towle, 
John  Sanborn, 
Jethro  Sanborn, 
Timoihy  Brown, 
Jonathan  Sanborn, 
Abiahaiii  Darling, 
Gideon  Sawyer, 
David  Tillon, 
Elisha  Bachelder, 
Josiah  Bachelder, 
Richard  Nason, 
Peter  Elkins, 
Jedediah  Philbrick, 
Humphrey  Hook, 


Snmuel  Ea.stman, 
S'tphen  Eastman, 
Henry  Morrill, 
Israel  Dimond, 
Hezekiah  Blake, 
Jonathan  Blake, 
Jonathan  Blake,  Jr., 
Josiah  Foxliery, 
l»aac  Clifford, 
William  George, 
Jonathan  Cloiigh, 
Joseph  Williams, 
Aaron  Cluimbv, 
Ames  Campall, 
Sanuiel  (iuimtiy, 
James  Sawyer, 
Jabez  Eaton, 
David  Flanders, 
William  Bti.sel, 
Eliphelet  Haye, 
Benjamin  Eastman, 
George  Barilelt, 
Jame.s  Lowell. 


SIGNERS    IN    HENNIKER. 


Jacob  Rice, 
James  Bowman, 

Thomas  Pope, 
William  Powers, 
Alexander  Whitney, 
Ebenezer  Harthorne, 
A  mos  Goold , 
Ezekiel  Smith, 
Elijah  Rice, 
Alexander  Patterson, 
Charles  Whitcomb, 
Moses  Smith, 
David  Pope, 
Timoihy  Gibson,  Jr., 
Eliakim  How, 
Joseph  Lewis, 
Jonas  Alexander, 


Joshua  Heath , 
Asa  Putney, 
Samuel  Way  worth, 
Nathaniel  Joslyn, 
Francis  Wiihington, 
Abel  Gibson, 
Jacob  Whitcomb, 
Ezekiel  Stone, 
Benjamin  Whitcomb, 
Samuel  Faizel, 
Reuben  Whitcomb, 
David  Campell, 
Uri:ih  Arisden, 
Thomas  Howlett, 
Daniel  Rice, 
James  Joslyn, 
James  Detins, 


Jiseph  Williams, 
John  Pcdney, 
Ephmim  Morrill, 
Otis  Howe, 
Jesse  Ross, 
Eliphelet  Colby, 
Thomas  Townsend, 
Thomas  Stone, 
Phineas  Ward, 
Benjamin  Clark, 
William  Clarlc, 
Isaac  Gates, 
Timothy  Ross, 
Timothy  Gibson, 
William  Heath, 
Jonathan  Wood, 
Stephen  Spaldin. 


Those  persons  who  refused  to  sign  the  within  Declaration 
are  underwritten : 


Joseph  Kimball, 
William  Kimball, 
Joshua  Kimball, 
Col.  Sam.  Kimball, 
Wilham  Cnabers, 
Aaron  Est.im, 
S-imuel  Morrison, 
Noah  Gill, 

Jonas  Bowman, 

Samuel  Wadsworth 


Ezra  Tucker,  Thomas  Stone,  Jr., 

present  Lieutenant.  James  Dusieii, 
Ebenezer  Herramon,  Benjamin  Currier, 

present  Ensign.  Capt.  Aaron  Adams, 
Capt.  Josiah  Wa.'d,      Mo.ses  Powel, 
Major  Huse,  Jonathan   Ba.sson, 

Sargeant  Heath,  Naihaniel  Merril, 

Robert  Campbell,        James  Stone. 


[  Selectmen  of  Henniker. 


SIGNERS    IN    HILLSBOROUGH. 


Joseph  Symonds, 
Isaac  Andrews, 
Archibald  Tnggart, 
Samuel  Pre.ston, 
Jedediah  Preston, 
Timothy  Bradlbrd, 
John  Nichols, 
James  Tasgert, 
William  Pope, 
William  Jones,  Jun., 
John  McClintock, 
Alex.  McClintock, 

Jonathan  Durant 


A.«a  Dresser, 
Samuel  Jones, 
Andrew  Bixbe, 
William  Love, 
John  Gibson, 
John  Mead, 
.John  M.  Calley, 
D.iniel  (Jibson, 
John  Graham, 
William  Jones, 
William  Taggart, 
William  Hutchinson, 

refuses  to  sign. 
AViLLiAM  Pope, 


Benjamin  Lovejoy, 
Lot  Jennison, 
George  Booth, 
Daniel  Roll, 
Samuel  Bradford, 
Samuel  Svmonds, 
Jonathan  Barnes, 
Timothy  Wilkins, 
Jacob  Flint, 
Nehemiah  Wilkins, 
Daniel  McNeall. 


AUCH.BALD  TaGGART,}'^'^"^"^"- 


SIGNERS    IN    HINSDALE. 


Rev.  Bunker  Gay,  John  Barret, 

Aaron  Cooper,  Benajah  Green, 

Josiah  Wheeler,  Capt.  Thos.  Taylor, 

Isaac  Barit,  Jonathan  Barrit, 

Zadock  Barit,  John  Evans, 

Silas  Barit,  Medad  Evans, 

Offo  Burnam,  Joshua  Frost, 

Samuel  Cummin.s,  Hezekiah  Elmer, 

Robert  Grandy,  Aaron  Wright, 

Uriel  Evans,  William  Giis.s, 

Stephen  Tuiile,  RememhranceWrighl,  Samuel  Brown 

Moses  Barrel,  Sives  Sha'tock, 

These  are  the  names  of  tlvase  that  reftise  to  sign  the  paper : 

James  Peirce,  Thomas  Rockwood,     Nalhan  Thomas, 

Thomas  Butler,  Daniel  Jones,  Esq. ,       Aaron  Barret, 

Josiah  Bniler,  Simon  Jones,  Benjamin  Bacor. 

Timoihy  Ladd, 


Asa  Flagg, 
William  Flagg, 
Micah  Rockwood, 
Oliver  Doolittle, 
Naihaniel  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Stearns, 
Thomas  Stoddard, 
Zephaniah  Richmond, 
John  Peacock, 
Aaron  Peary, 
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SIGNERS    IN    HOPKINTON. 


Richard  C.  Rogers, 
Abner  GoriUm, 
Joseph  Putney, 
Peler  How, 
Joshua  Baily, 
Jolham  How, 
Oliver  Drtw, 
Moses  Kimball, 
Benj.  B.  Darling, 
Aaron  Kimball, 
Elijah  Fletcher, 
Stephen  Harriman, 
Jonathan  Straw, 
James  Scales, 
Anthony  Colby, 
Sergeiit  Currier, 
John  Chadwich, 
Enoch  Eastman, 
Joseph  Eastman, 
John  Putney, 
William  Darling, 
Jacob  Hoyt, 
David  Conner, 
Timothy  Darling, 
Nathan  Sargent, 
Jacob  Straw, 
Moses  Emerson, 
Moses  Baylev, 
John  T.  O'Couner, 
Ezra  Hoyt, 
Nicholas  Colby, 
Matthew  Stanley, 
Stephen  Holt, 
Stephen  Eastman, 
John  French, 
Joseph  Story, 
Moses  Gould, 
John  Gage, 
Thomas  Bickford, 
Moses  Sanborn , 
David  Young, 
John  George, 
Joseph  O'Conner, 
Joseph  Davis, 
Thomas  Webber, 
Moses  Sawyer, 
Mo'ies  Hills, 
Richard  Straw, 
William  Fetters, 
Jonathan  Q,uiinby, 
John  Darling, 
Josiah  Smith, 
Benjamin  Jewett, 
•John  Burbank, 

The  names  on  this  paper  are  those  that  refused  to  sign  to 
the  Declaration  sent  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  us 
the  subscribei-s : 


Gideon  Gould, 
Ebenezcr  Collins, 
James  Smith, 
Jonathan  Stanly, 
William  Stanly, 
Abner  Colby, 
James  Sticliney, 
Samuel  Kimball, 
Adonijah  Tyler, 
Ezekiel  Hadley, 
Abraham  liowell, 
John  Clement, 
Daniel  Murry, 
Joseph  Stanly, 
John  Blastlell, 
Elijah  Dur^in, 
Benjamin  Eastman, 
John  Jewett,  Jr., 
Eliphelet  Colby, 
Daniel  Watson, 
Francis  Smith, 
Caleb  Smart, 
Isaac  Jdhaniler, 
Jeremiah  Stury,  Jr. , 
Isaac  Fellcws, 
Abraham  Biinlay, 
Joseph  Chandler, 
John  Ga°e, 
Nathaniel  Kimball, 
Samuel  Jewett, 
Oliver  Pearson, 
Ezekiel  Straw, 
Daniel  Cresey, 
David  Fellows, 
Daniel  Noyes, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Henty  French, 
Zachariah  Story, 
Nathan  Story, 
David  Clough, 
Jeremiah  Story, 
Joseph  Hovey, 
Samuel  Stanley, 
Joseph  Barnard, 
Ephraim  Gi!, 
Samuel  S'ocker, 
Samuel  Stavers, 
William  Godfry, 
Peter  Saigent, 
John  Webber, 
Moses  Conner, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Mark  Jewett, 


Aaron  Greeley, 
John  Jewett, 
Green  French, 
Moses  Jewett, 
Jacob  Sibley,     ■ 
Edward  Koden, 
Abraham  Davis, 
Isaac  A I  by, 
Jonathan  Chase, 
Nehemiah  Cowel, 
Samuel  Hoyt, 
Joseph  Flint, 
Abei  Kimball, 
Asa  Hildreth, 
Samuel  Farrington, 
Jonathan  Gordon, 
David  How, 
Nathaniel  Clement, 
Joshua  Morss, 
Pliilip  Greely, 
Nathaniel  Morgan, 
Richard  Merrill, 
Nathan  Kimball, 
Muses  Straw, 
Ralph  Judkins, 
Richard  Webber, 
William  Colby, 
William  Davis, 
Caleb  Burbank, 
Thomas  Capenn, 
Reuben  Kimbete, 
William  Scales, 
Jonathan  Quimby, 
Benjamin  (iuimby, 
Jacob  Choate, 
Joseph  Nichels, 
Samuel  Backunbery, 
James  Kimball, 
Oliver  Sawyer, 
Benjamin  Sawyer, 
Johnson  Gile, 
Francis  Whitiier, 
Isaac  Davis, 
James  Clough, 
Jonathan  Hunt, 
Samuel  Silwik, 
Philip  Gonsmiih,  E.5q. 
John  Eaton, 
Joseph  Hastings, 
Samuel  Hadley, 
Benjamin  Wiggin, 
Josiah  Jndkins, 
Daniel  Flanders. 


Chose  Wiggin, 
Nathaniel  Barker, 
James  Russell, 
James  Jewett, 
Christopher  Gould, 


Ea-stmau  Hoit, 
John  Currier, 
R'chard  Ciesey, 
Benjamin  Merril. 

(  Selectmen  of 

JOHN   l^LEMENT,  >    jl       7  •    ^ 

iJENJAMIN  WlGCIN,  3  ^ 


Benjamin  Brown, 

Abraham  Brown, 

Nathan  Gould, 

Moses  Jones, 

John  Jonis, 
James  Smith, 
John  Clement, 


Thomas  Frink, 
Nathan  Blaze, 
Eliphelei  Briggs, 
Josiah  Richardson , 
Joseph  Blake, 
Daniel  Kingsbury, 
Daniel  Guild, 
Eli  Melcalf, 
Ichabod  Fisiier, 
Thomas  Wilder, 
Isaac  Wyman, 
David  Foster, 
Ephraim  Denman, 
Seih  Heaton, 
Andrew  Baker, 
Gideon  Ellis, 
Thomas  Baker, 
Benjairiin  Archer, 
Joseph  Ellis, 
Simeon  Washborn, 
David  Nims, 
Elisha  Briggs, 
Benj.  Archer,  Jun., 
Sairiuel  Woods, 
Eliphelet  Briggs, 
Nathaniel  Briggs, 
Elijah  Blake, 
Uriah  Willson, 
John  Lesboiirear, 
David  Foster,  Jun., 
Timothy  Ellis, 
Gideon  Ziflany, 
Jesse  Hall , 
Michael  Metcalf, 
Jesse  Clark, 
Gideon  Ellis,  Jun., 
David  Nimsir, 
Abraham  Wheeler, 


signers  in  keene. 

Tiinothy  Ellis,  Jun., 
Eliakirn  Nims, 
Caleb  Ellis, 
Thomas  Wilson, 
Davis  Howlelt, 
Timothy  Eihs,  3d, 
Benjamin  Willis, 
Samuel  Chapman, 
John  Balch, 
Abijah  Metcalf, 
Henry  Ellis, 
Luther  Bragt', 
Seth  Heaton,  Jun., 
Josiah  Ellis, 
Benjamin  Osgood, 
Ebenezer  Newton, 
Daniel  WiUon, 
Ezra  Harvey, 
David  Harris, 
Obadiah  Blake,  Jun., 
Zadock  Nimes, 
Isaac  Clark, 
Bartholomew  Grimes, 
David  Wilson, 
Benjamin  Balch, 
Ebenezer  Day, 
John  Dickson, 
Naboth  Betlison, 
Abm.  Wheeler,  Sen., 
James  Wright, 
John  Houghton, 
Silas  Cook, 
Naihan  Blake.  Jun  , 
Nathan  Rugs, 
Stephen  Larrabe, 
Robert  Spencer, 
Ebenezer  Cook, 
Joshua  Ellis, 


Jedediah  Wellman, 
Jonathan  Heaton, 
Simeon  Ellis, 
Benjamin  Elli^;, 
James  Crossfield, 
Joseph  Ellis,  Jun., 
Thomas  Baker,  Jun., 
Thomas  Wells, 
Achilles  Mansfield, 
Boyce  Blake, 
William  Gray, 
Aaron  Gray,  Jun. , 
John  Daniels, 
Samuel  Daniels, 
Jedediah  Carpenter, 
William  Goodenough, 
Abin  Hoolbrook, 
Hezekiah  Man, 
Jeremiah  S.ilcs, 
Samuel  Hall, 
Jonathan  Archer, 
Abiathar  Pond, 
Silas  French, 
Eliphelet  Carpenter, 
Benjamin  Willard, 
Jacob  Town, 
John  Day, 
Peter  Rice, 
Isaac  Esey, 
Jonathan  Dwinell, 
Thomas  Dwinell, 
John  Collcney, 
Abijah  Wilder, 
Zaduck  Wheeler, 
Daniel  Snow, 
Witham  Nelson, 
Israel  Houghton, 
William  Woods, 


William  Ellis,  Jolham  Metcalf,  Asaph  Nichols, 

Joshua  Osgood,  Moses  Mash,  Elisha  Ellis, 

Nathaniel  Kingsbury,  Simeon  Clark,  Jun.,     Thomas  Fields, 

Reuben  Daniels,  Benjamin  Ellis,  Michael  Sproughl, 

Reuben  Partridge,  Asahel  Blake,  Benjamin  Tilfany, 

Cephas  Clark,  Samuel  Bassit,  James  Eddy. 
Ebenezer  Carpenter, 

Agreeable  to  the  within  (directions,  we  have  requested  all 
in  this  town  to  sign,  as  herein  set  forth,  and  lieroto  annex 
the  names  of  all  those  who  refuse  to  sign  the  within  De- 
claration, viz:  Major  Josiah  Willard,  Lientenant  Benjamin 
Halle,  Doctor  Josiah  Pomroy,  Samuel  Woodsworlh,  Robert 
Gilmore,  John  flliite,  Eleazer  Sangor,  Abner  Sangor, 
Thomas  Cutter,  James  Perkins,  Benjamin  Osgood,  Jun., 
John  Swain,  James  Hun. 

Eliphelet  Briggs,  Jk.,"| 

Josiah  Richardson,        \Selectme7i  of  the 

Joseph  Blake,  ^  Town  of  Keene. 

Daniel  Kingsbuhy,        J 


SIGNERS    in    KENSINGTON. 


Jonathan  Perkins, 
Benjamin  Prescott, 
Odlin  Prescott, 
Simon  Prescott, 
Aaron  Pf.ge, 
Moses  Blake, 
Richard  Sanborn, 
Israel  Hodgdon, 
Peter  Hodgdon, 
Caleb  Shaw, 
Israel  James, 
Abner  Potter, 
Ebenezer  Clifford, 
Benjamin  Row, 
Joseph  Hilliard, 
John  Melclier, 
Edward  Melcher, 
Winthrop  Row, 
Benjamin  Row,  Jun  , 
Joseph  Tilton, 
Elijah  Tilton, 
Samuel  Tuck, 
Philoem  Blake, 
Jonathan  Row, 
Samuel  Prescott, 
David  Stuart, 
Jeremiah  Fellows, 
Jere.  Fellows,  Jun., 
James  Fogg, 
John  Barclieliler, 
Benjamin  Moulton, 
John  Page, 
Edward  Lock, 
Hezekiah  Blake, 
Jeremiah  Dearborn, 
Ephraim  Eastman, 
Nathaniel  Ward, 
David  James, 
John  Pag 


Jeremiah  Fogg, 
Joseph  Fogg, 
William  Fogg, 
Jesse  Tuck, 
David  Smith, 
Abraham  Sanborn, 
Joseph  Wadleigh, 
Nathaniel  Healey, 
Jonathan  Prescott, 
Paul  Blake, 
John  Lane, 
Henry  Sanborn, 


Philbrick  Palmer, 
Jonathan  Flanders, 
Nathan  Dearborn, 
Benjamin  Brown, 
David  Brown, 
Robert  Pike, 
Benjamin  Eastman, 
Joseph  Brown,  Jun., 
Ezekiel  Worthen, 
Enoch  Worthen, 
Nathaniel  Weare, 
Jabez  Dow, 


Jeremiah  Batchelder,  Nathan  Do;", 
Abraham  Prescott,      Stephen  Brown,  Jun., 
Theophilus  Sanborn,  Joseph  Brown, 
James  Sanborn,  Joseph  Clifforil, 

Benjamin  James,        Samuel  Clifford, 
John  Tilton,  John  Graves, 

Sherburn  Tilton,  Jonathan  Palmer, 

Benjamin  Tilton,         Samuel  Dearborn, 
Benjamin  Melcher,      Samuel  Lampre, 
James  Sanborn,  Jonathan  Brown, 

Moses  Sanborn,  Josiah  Dow, 

William  Brown,  Henry  Lampre, 

Timoihy  C.  Hilyar,    Jonathan  Dow, 
Benjamin  James,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Dow, 
Joseph  Batchelder,      Jonathan  Ward, 
Joseph  Wadlfigh,  3d,  Moses  Shaw, 
Philemon  Blake, 
Timoihy  B.  Locke, 
Joseph  Dow, 
Simon  Pajje, 
Elihu  Shaw, 
Elisha  Blake, 
Elisha  Blake,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Louvren, 
Abraham  Gow, 
Stephen  Page, 


Moses  Shaw.  Jun., 
David  Shaw, 
Joseph  Shaw, 
Joseph  Row, 
John  James, 
Maiston  Prescott, 
Nathan  Shaw, 
Benjamin  Di>w, 
Josiah  Brown, 
Stephen  Brown. 


?e,  Jun. 

The  underwritten  names  are  those  who  refused  to  sign  to 
the  Declaration  given  forth  by  the  Congress,  or  Committee 
of  Safety : 

Obadiah  Gone, 
Obadiah  Johnson, 
Jonathan  Purrington, 
Elihu  Chase. 
Elihu  Chase,  Jr., 


Theophilus  Page, 
Naihan  Page, 
George  Conner, 
Nathan  Chase, 
Nathaniel  Chase, 


John  Chase, 
Stephen  Chase, 
Jonathan  Green, 
John  Green, 
Stephen  Green. 


So  far  are  Qtiakers. 

And  what  are  to  come  your  Honours  may  call  what  you 
please:  Joseph  Wadleigh,  Jun.,  Caleb  Brown,  Jeremiah 
Tilton,  Jonathan  Tilton,  and  Stephen  Fogg. 

N.\THANIEL  Gow,  ^ 

Josiah  Batchelder,  >  Selectmen  of  Kensington. 
Isaac  Fellows,  ) 


SIGNERS    IN    KINGSTON. 


John  Huntoon, 
Jonathan  Procter, 
Willei  Peterson, 
Naihan  Sweat, 
Benjamin  Judkins, 
Daniel  Colcord, 
Philbrick  Huntoon, 
Samuel  Colcord, 
Richard  Hubbard, 
Ebenezer  Eastman, 
Simti'i  Seecomb, 
Joseph  Calfe, 
Thomas  Elkins, 
William  Sanborn, 
Abraham  Sanb  jrn, 
Isaac  Sanborn, 
Benjamin  Huntoon, 
James  Procter, 
Josiah  Bartlelt, 
Elisha  Ensat, 
Ebenezer  Stevens, 
John  Pearson, 


Henry  Judkins, 
Benjamin  Staver,«, 
Joseph  Clafford, 
Jonathan  Sanborn, 
Samuel  Pifield, 
Samuel  Philbrick, 
Peter  Fi field, 
George  Pitcher, 
Daviit  Kelly, 
Nathaniel  Garland, 
Thomas  Procter, 
Gideon  George, 
John  French, 
Benjainin  Sleeper, 
Joseph  Woodman, 
Ebenezer  Stevens,  Jr., 
Samuel  Buswell, 
Ebenezer  Griffing, 
Samuel  Sweat, 
Edward  Sleeper, 
Joshua  Bartlett,  Jun., 
Reuben  Lowell, 


Cornelius  Clough, 
Joshua  Woodman, 
Amos  Birnam, 
Benjamin  Tucker, 
John  Newton, 
James  Colby, 
Ralph  Blasdel, 
Samuel  Thompson, 
Thomas  Thompson, 
John  Bartlet, 
Ebenezer  Bartlet, 
Nathan  Bartlet,  Jun., 
Thomas  Sever, 
Thomas  Sever,  Jun., 
Philip  Davis, 
Webster  Davis, 
Jacob  Carter, 
Jacob  Carter,  Jun., 
Jeremiah  Johnson, 
Henry  Hunt, 
Jonathan  PoUerd, 
Stephen  Stuerl, 
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Abraham  French, 
Jacob  Hook, 
Richard  Sleeper, 
Solomon  Wheeler, 
Thomas  Elkms,  Jun., 
Aaron  Youn^,  Jun., 
Tristram  Dudley, 
Michael  Carew, 
William  Palteo, 
Joseph  Nichols, 
Henry  French, 
Benjamin  Sweat, 
John  Darling  Sweat, 
Stephen  Clifl'ord, 
John  Calet, 
David  Sambom, 
John  Lad, 
Samuel  French, 
John  Jiidkins, 
John  Calel',  Jun., 
John  Judkins,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Long, 
Amos  Gale, 
Ebenezer  Fifield, 
Jethro  Sanborn, 
Caleb  Judkins, 
William  Calfe, 
John  Singleton, 
Biley  Hardie, 


Benjamin  Cooper, 
Jacob  Webs'.er, 
Daniel  Smith, 
David  French, 
Benjamin  Sanborn, 
William  Tande, 
Timothy  Sanborn, 
Joseph  judkins, 
Samuel  Bsrrins, 
Samuel  Woodman, 
Jonailian  Collins, 
Stephen  Badger, 
Timithv  Cluimby, 
William  Sleeper, 
Jacob  Smith, 
Jeremiah  Bean, 
Benjamin  Lnurien, 
Stephi-n  Tonga--, 
Joshua  Barilet, 
Benjamin  Lad, 
Stephen  Sweat, 
Jo'n  Clitiord,  jun., 
Benjamin  Clough, 
Sanders  Cam, 
James  Thorn, 
John  Thorn, 
Bennet  Gieenfield, 
John  Noyes, 
Daniel  Bu>el, 


Joseph  Welch, 
John  Severance, 
Jonathan  Sanborn,  Jr., 
Moses  Hunt, 
Ebenezer  Wal.son, 
John  Stevens, 
Jonathan  Sleeper, 
Moses  Calei; 
William  Collins, 
P.aslee  Hovi, 
William  Challcy, 
Benoni  Daion, 
Aaron  Youna, 
Thomas  Carter, 
Benjamin  Webster, 
Richard  Hubbard, 
James  Naye, 
Jacub  Pe>by, 
Joseph  F'-llows, 
Caleb  Sever, 
John  Sieeprr, 
John  B.  Sleeper, 
John  Winslow, 
Jacob  Thorn, 
Samuel  Davis, 
Tinioihy  Barilet, 
Jacob  Winsle, 
Samuel  Winslow. 


SIGNERS    IN    LEAVITSTOWN,    [nOW    EFFINGHAM.] 

Reuben  Marsloa,  Simon  Leaviit, 


Agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  honourable  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  Colony,  we  have  requested  each  inhabi- 
tant of  this  Town  to  sign  to  the  within  Declaration,  and 
herewith  return  the  names  of  those  that  have  signed  as 
within ;  also  those  that  have  not,  and  refuse  to  sign,  who  are 
as  follows,  viz: 

James  Caruth,  a  Scotchman,  declines  obliging  himself  to 
take  up  arms  against  his  native  country ;  but  declares  he 
will  never  take  up  arms  against  Amerka,  and  is  willing  to 
bear  his  proportion  of  the  publick  taxes  with  his  towns- 
men. 

Moses  Welch  refuses  to  take  up  arms,  and  pleads  con- 
science for  an  excuse. 

Hezekiah  Beedy,  John  Sanborn,  John  Clefford  Fifield, 
Ensign  Isaac  Webster,  John  Webster,  Robert  Davise,  Sa- 
muel Severence,  Thomas  Merrill,  John  Tucker,  Ephraim 
JVinslow,  John  Eastman,  John  Gilman :  These  persons  ap- 
pear to  be  fearful  that  the  signing  this  Declaration  will,  in 
some  measure,  be  an  infringement  on  their  just  rights  and 
liberties ;  but  they  appear  to  be  friendly  to  their  country, 
and  several  of  them  have  ventured  their  lives  in  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  and  the  three  last  named  persons  are  now  in  the 
Army. 

Ebenezer  Eastman,^ 

Richard  Hubbard,    >  Selectmen  of  Kingston. 

Simmons  See comb,     j 

September  23,  1776. 


SIGNERS    IN    LEBANON. 


John  Wheatley, 
John  Slapp, 
John  Baldwm, 
Samuel  Bailey, 
Jonathan  Dana, 
Eleazer  Robinson, 
William  Dana, 
Hezekiah  Watts, 
James  Jones, 
John  Gray, 
Jesse  Ccxik, 
Samuel  E^labrook, 
Benjamin  Write, 
Hubert  Esiabrook, 
Nathaniel  Hall, 
Jonathan  Bingham, 
Silas  Bingham, 
Jedediah  Hebbard, 
Joseph  Wood, 
William  Rudman, 
John  Colburn, 
Nathaniel  Wheatley, 
Waller  Peck, 
Zaceheus  Downer, 
Asa  Colburn, 
Const.  Storry, 
Siephen  Colburn, 
John  Williams, 


Josiah  Potter, 
Samuel  Payne, 
Elijah  Dewey,  jun., 
Huckens  Sierrs, 
Joseph  Filden,  Jun., 
Elkanah  Sprague, 
Daniel  Hough, 
Samuel  Bailey,  Jun., 
Daniel  Blis.s, 
Joseph  Filden, 
Charles  Filden, 
Oliver  Griswold, 
James  Hart-^horn, 
Azariah  Bliss, 
Azariah  Blis.s,  Jun., 
Siephen  Bliss, 
John  Ordway, 
Nehemiah  E.siebrook, 
Rufus  Baldwin, 
Nathaniel  Porier, 
Nathaniel  Porter,  Jr., 
Elijah  Dewey. 
Phineas  Wright, 
William  Downs, 
Barnabas  Pel  kins, 
James  Hebard, 
Levi  Hyde, 
Elias  Lyman, 


Theophilus  Bnybrick, 
Eleazer  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Kidder, 
David  Colburn, 
Moses  Hebard, 
Jeremiah  Griswold, 
Benjamin  Fuller, 
James  Fuller, 
Lemuel  Hough, 
Elisha  Ticknor, 
Isaiah  Blss, 
Nathaniel  Storrs, 
Samuel  Millingion, 
Henry  Woodward, 
John  Griswold, 
Nathan  Durkee, 
Samuel  Sprague, 
Charles  Seaion, 
John  Clapp,  Jun., 
William  Downe,  jr., 
Zaiinon  Appenwall, 
Joseph  Martin, 
Abel  Wright, 
Ebenezer  Bliss, 
Thomas  Welles, 
Jonathan  Beties, 
Joseph  Dame. 


John  .Mai.sion,  Weare  lirake, 

Levi  Lumper,  Thomas  Parsons, 

Carr  Leaviit,  Levi  Stows, 

Benjamin  Dearborn,  John  Leaviit, 

Richard  Fryboin,  James  Titcombe, 

The  above  have  all  signed  to  abide 

cept ;  and  there  are  no  more  inhabitants 


Josiah  George, 
Robert  Brown, 
Jostph  Palmer, 
Eleazer  Davise, 
William  Palmer. 

by  the  within  pre- 
in  Leavitstown. 


These  may  certify  that  the  within  Resolve,  &tc.,  has 
been  presented  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  said  Lebanon,  in 
manner  and  form  as  requested,  who  have  freely  and  cheer- 
fully affixed  their  several  names  tliereto,  there  not  being 
one  dissentient  therefrom  in  said  Lebanon. 

Nehemiah  Estabrook, '^ 
John  Wheatley,  >  Selectmen. 

John  Slapp,  j 

Lebanon,  July  14,  1776. 


Elijah  Densman, 
Siinuel  Jackson, 
Bennan  JacUsun, 
John  Emer-ion, 
Samuel  Emerson, 
Joshua  Bill  nam, 
Joshua  Burnam, 
Siephen  Will, 
Joseph  Sias, 
William  French, 
Joshua  Woodmarch, 
Eleson  Watson, 
Lemuel  Chesley, 
John  Jones, 
Benjamin  Clark, 
George  Jones, 
Benjamin  Jones, 
Smiih  Emerson, 
Is:):ic  Clark, 
Simon  Rendel, 
James  Bracken, 
Siephen  Stevens, 
Giileon  Malhes, 
Daniel  Chele, 
George  Chele, 
Thomas  Ailen, 
Zebuhm  Wiley, 
Anthony  Muney, 
Micajah  Bickford, 
Daniel  Shaw, 
Amos  Furneid, 
Edward  Scales, 
Robert  Parker, 
John  .Mendum, 
Hunking  Dame, 
John  Folleit, 
Ebenezer  Randell, 
Eli  Furbur, 
Ebenezer  Burnham, 
Joseph  Bracket!, 
Joseph  Follet, 
Samuel  Steavens, 
Samuel  Beckford, 
Jonathan  Fisk, 


SIGNERS    IN    LEE. 

Philbrook  Barker, 
Moses  Ranales, 
Samuel  Hill, 
Paul  Giles, 
Cornelius  Denimore, 
job  Runals, 
E.  Jones,  jun., 
Jonathan  Dow, 
Isaac  Small, 
Peier  Folsom, 
Josiah  Dergien-, 
Miles  Randel, 
Samuel  Walson, 
Timothy  Moses, 
Dennet  Waymouth, 
John  Kinnison, 
Josiah  Kinnison, 
William  Glcden, 
John  Putmans, 
Anthony  Fling, 
John  Davis, 
Clement  Davis, 
Andrew  WaLson, 
James  Poltle, 
Thomas  J  ussels, 
Samuel  Biirney, 
James  Davis, 
J  remiah  Hutching?, 
John  Davis, 
Nathaniel  Frost, 
Henry  Tufis, 
Jonathan  Stevens, 
Henry  Tufts,  Jun., 
Thomas  York, 
Nicholas  Tuitle, 
Robert  York, 
Eliphelet  York, 
David  Davis, 
Naihaniel  Sevens, 
William  Stevens, 
Samuel  Durgin, 
Joseph  Watson, 
Reuben  Hill, 


Benjamin  Durgin, 
John  Sanborn, 
Jonaihan  Runals, 
Zaceheus  Clough, 
Job  Runels  Turner, 
Enoch  Runel, 
William  Goen, 
Ephraim  Shurburn, 
Dimoiid  Furnald, 
Riehard  Hull, 
Samuel  Langmaid, 
Eb»nezer  Jones, 
William  BIy, 
Samuel  Langley, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Nicholas  Meader, 
Matthias  Jone.s, 
Benjamin  Jones, 
Joseph  Ji  nes, 
Solomon  Thompson, 
Ezekirl  Wille, 
Edward  Leathers, 
John  Leaihers, 
Joseph  Doe, 
John  Williams, 
John  Layn, 
Benjamin  Hriely, 
Thomas  Huckins,  Jr., 
Elijah  Fox, 
John  Wiggin, 
James  Clemens, 
John  Sias, 
Benjamin  Bodge, 
Marsy  Weder, 
M.  V.  Samuel  Bodge, 
John  Gloner, 
Edward  Hill, 
Thomas  Wille, 
Ezekiel  Moor, 
Thomas  Noble, 
Samuel  Woodman. 
Ed«ard  Woodman, 
Thomas  Hick, 
Josi.ih  Burleigh, 
Samuel  Wille, 
Joseph  Pitman, 


Samuel  Hiilchine, 
William  Weymouth,  Josiah  Bnrilctl, 
George  Tutlle,  Mo.ses  Dame, 

George  Dufb,  Jonathan  Thompson,   Simuel  Snell,Jun., 

James  Watson,  Samuel  Malhes,  Thomas  Laagly. 

These  men  hereafter  named,  in  the  Parish  oi  Lee,  refuse 

to  sign  the  Association  sent  to  us  from  the  General  Court 

by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress  : 

Robert  Thompson,        Jo.seph  Meder,  William  Colwell, 

Joseph  Carilin,  James  Bunker,  Joseph  Emerson, 

William  Jenkins,  Samuel  Lamas,  Richard  Glover, 

William  Jenkins,  Jr.,  David  Muncy,  Aaron  Hanson. 
Charles  Rundlet,          John  Snell, 

IcilABOD    WiDDEN,  7    C  7     v  J    T 

,,r  T  V  Selectman  of  Lee. 

Willi AJi  Laskey,  3  •' 


SIGNERS    IN    LONDONDERRY. 


William  Giegg, 
John  Pinkerion, 
Moses  Lancesier, 
Benjamin  Cheney, 
David  Clendenin, 
James  Paul, 
John  Cochran, 
Robert  Wilson, 
Timolhv  Faren, 
John  Moor, 
John  Aiken, 
Thomas  Taggart, 
John  Nesmiih, 
James  Cochran,  Jun. 
James  McGregete, 
John  Biiilcy, 
John  Gilmnn, 
Robert  McNeill, 
Arthur  Archibald, 
William  Belly, 
Matthew  Thornion, 
Jo.seph  Gregg, 
George  Duncan,  Jr., 
John  Giegg, 
Benjamin  Gregg, 
William  Alexander, 
Isaac  Peabody, 

McGregore, 

Daniel  Uundlets, 
George  Russel, 
Siephen  Holland, 
William  Vance, 
Nathan  Sliuson , 


Adam  Dimlap, 
William  Davidson, 
Robert  Moore, 
Robert  Smith, 
David  Anderson, 
Samuel  Gresg, 
David  Taylor, 
John  Hopkins, 
Samuel  Marsh, 
Robert  Morrison, 
Jonaihan  Gillmor, 
Jonathan  Kelso, 
George  Mansfield, 
John  Ames, 
Jas.  Humphrey,  jun. 
Roneri  McFarland, 
John  Taylor, 
William  Taylor, 
Jihn  Marsh, 
Wm.  Cunningham, 
Thomas  Anderson, 
Thomas  Creagc, 
Maiih-w  Clark, 
Isaac  Brew.ster, 
John  Barnett, 
John  Hilner, 
John  Barnet,  Jun., 
James  Anderson, 
John  Gunion, 
Adam  Tiylor, 
Samuel  Taylor, 
John  Beil. 
William  Duncan, 


James  Hopkins, 
Robert  Archibald, 
John  Hunter, 
James  Milliraore, 
Jonathan  Wallace, 
David  Pinkerion, 
James  Adams,  Jun., 
Thomas  Rogers, 
James  Anderson, 
William  Anderson, 
Joseph  Mack, 
Josiah  Duncan, 
Robert  Crnige, 
John  McAlesier, 
I  Thomas  Holmes, 
David  McCleary, 
Ephraim  Dimond, 
John  Anderson, 
John  Patti-rsiin, 
Alexander  Boyd, 
Thomas  Wallace, 
James  Barnett, 
John  McCling, 
Sam'l  Morrison,  jiin., 
Robert  Dickey, 
Joseph  Chapman, 
Elias  Smith, 
John  Marshall, 
Humphry  Holt, 
Andrew  Mack, 
Archibald  McCalesler, 
Andrew  Tode, 
Robert  Thompson, 


,Jr., 
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David  Craige, 
John  Preniice, 
James  Cochran, 
James  Alexander, 
Matthew  Miller, 
Thomas  Barneit, 
John  Vance, 
Alexander  McCallen 
Adam  Wiar, 
Robert  Wallace, 
Thomas  M.  Clerry, 
Robert  Macordey, 
John  Robinson, 
John  Pation, 
Samuel  Dickey, 
James  Wallace, 
John  Holmes, 
Alexander  Craige, 
Robert  Gilinore, 
Andrew  Clendinen, 
Thomas  Wilson, 
Samuel  Morrison, 
John  Steel, 
James  Nickols, 
John  Emerson, 
Thomas  Patterson, 
Robert  Holmes, 
Robert  McClure, 
John  Keen, 
Samuel  Wallace, 
John  Giles, 
Robert  Boyes, 
James  Thompson , 
Thomas  McCleary, 
Jacob  t^hase, 
William  Page, 
Nath.  Smith, 
Joseph  Bell, 
James  Cochran, 
John  McAdams, 
John  McClenche, 
Samuel  Bous, 
Joseph  Boy s , 
Moses  Wait, 
Joseph  Hogg, 
John  Watis, 
Thomas  Hiloneds, 
James  Lyons, 
James  Hogg, 
Francis  Mitchell, 
William  Johnston, 
Hugh  Kalley, 
PeierKalley, 
Ri.ben  Clendinin, 
William  Wier, 
Nicholas  Dodge, 
John  Dwinell, 
Henry  Campbell, 
David  Porter, 
Thomas  Wallace, 
James  Wallace, 
George  McMurphy, 
William  Wallace, 
Joseph  Cochran, 
Samuel  Ren  kin, 
Williim  Rankin, 
James  Ramsey, 
John  Hiinler, 
Daniel  Hunter, 
Thomas  V/ilson, 
Jesse  Plumer, 
Nathaniel  Brown, 
Jonathan  Adams, 
John  Clark, 
William  Eayrs, 
John  Ramsey, 
William  Ramsey, 
William  Cochran, 
John  Ramsey, 
James  Crombie, 
Joseph  Crombie, 
Thomas  Lemon, 
Simeon  Robertson, 
F.leazer  Cummings, 
Ebenezer  Tarbox, 
Samuel  Eyers, 
Reuben  Pal , 
Moses  Drew, 
John  Ried,    ' 
Joseph  Finlay, 
John  Clark, 
Samuel  Topson , 
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Abraham  Duncan, 
John  Coe, 
Robert  Morrison, 
John  Creaig, 
James  Tag^art, 
James  Anderson, 
James  Adams, 
J:imes  Nesmith, 
Robert  Adams, 
James  Nesmith,  Jun. 
James  Miltmore, 
Samuel  Clark, 
James  Ewins, 
James  Donaldson, 
William  Rogers, 
David  McKeen, 
John  Wallace, 
Dnvid  Paul, 
Samuel  Ghrimes, 
Samuel  Wilson, 
James  Dinsmore, 
Samuel  Gregg, 
John  McKeen, 
George  Duncan, 
Samuel  Fisher, 
John  Duncan, 
James  Anderson , 
Josiah  Jones, 
Joseph  Curtice, 
Thomas  Senter, 
William  Richarilson, 
William  Alexander, 
James  Darrah, 
Ezukiel  Gale, 
Nathaniel  Hales, 
Daniel  Marshall, 
Benjamin  Kidder, 
Joseph  Hobbs, 
Elijah  Towns, 
Siephen  Dwinell, 
William  Moor, 
Gales  Town, 
John  March, 
Samuel  Semer, 
James  Gregg, 
William  Boyd, 
Abel  Pluminer, 
Joshua  Coiiet, 
William  Dickey, 
Samuel  Karr, 
William  Eayers, 
Samuel  W.  Adams, 
William  Dickey, 
Thomas  Boyd, 
Peter  Robinson, 
William  Steele, 
William  McAdams, 
Robert  McAdams, 
John  Robinson, 
Uavid  Peabody, 
Joseph  Steel, 
George  Burrough, 
Isaac  Page, 
Philip  Marshall, 
David  Lawrencf, 
Richard  Marshall, 
Samson  Kidder, 
James  Barrel, 
John  Smith, 
Jiisiah  Burroughs, 
William  Burroughs, 
Moses  Bairet, 
David  Campbell, 
William  Howe, 
William  Grinds, 
Reuben  Anderson, 
Samuel  Cochran, 
Samuel  Miller, 
John  Duncan , 
John  Jacques, 
John  Pinkerlon, 
Trneworihy  Sargent, 
Jesse  Anis, 
Thomas  Perrin, 
Thomas  Melcher, 
Robert  Cochran, 
Joseph  Morrison,  Jr., 
Arthur  Page, 
Charles  Sargent, 
David  Conolley, 
Parker  Moor, 
John  Stewart, 


John  Thompson, 
Isaac  Walker, 
Samuel  Thompson, 
Andrew  Tode, 
Robert  McColom, 
David  Bii  wster, 
James  Adams, 
James  McMurphy, 
James  Alexander, 
John  Mclmosh, 
Robt.  McMurphy,  Jr., 
Samuel  Moreson, 
Matihew  Pinkerton, 
Samuel  Alles, 
Alexander  Craig, 
Hugh  Wait, 
Arch.  McMurphy, 
Jedfiiiah  Pattee, 
Samuel  Willson, 
James  Willson, 
Adam  Dickey, 
John  Dickey, 
George  Corning, 
James  Boyers, 
Samuel  VVhiie, 
George  McAllaster, 
Matiuj;  Dickey, 
Thomas  Stuari, 
Alexander  Robison, 
Robert  McKeen , 
George  Orn, 
Simeon  Merrill, 
Moses  Rowel , 
Barns  Morrill, 
James  Cheney, 
David  Davison, 
Alexander  Kassay, 

Diivid  Colbey, 
Daniel  Cheney, 
Charles  Sargent, 
John  Kinkead, 
Abraham  Page, 
Stephen  Johnson, 
William  Gray, 
Samuel  Dodge, 

William  Parkinson, 
Alexander  Campbell, 
Dinuiii  Healey, 
Robert  Walter, 

Moses  Plumer, 

James  Miller, 

Joim  Stin.son, 

John  Kair, 

Robert  Hunter, 

Jamijs  McGregore, 

James  Liich, 

John  Archibald, 

George  Moor, 
William  Morrison, 

William  Gilmore, 

William  Siiiiih, 

John  Livinesion, 

Daniel  McDuffee, 

Thomas  (>j.stv, 

Roberi  McMurphy, 

Jacob  Bartleit, 

George  Davidson, 

David  Colly, 

Alexander  Clark, 

William  Parker, 

Daniel  McNeill, 

James  Vance, 

Robert  Koyd, 

Robert  Boyd,  Jun., 

Jacob  Towle, 

John  Wadile, 

John  Alexander, 

Richard  Emerson, 

William  Miltimer, 

Robert  Hopkins, 

John  Nesmith , 

George  Gregi, 

Isaac  Cochran, 

James  Wilson, 

James  Eayers, 

John  McDuffee, 

John  Moore, 

Samuel  White, 

Hugh  Dunske, 

John  Humphrey, 

Samuel  Allison. 


SIGNERS    IN    LOUDON. 


To  the  Honourahle  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
Colony  of  New-Hampshire  : 
Agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  honourable  Committee  of 
Safety,  for  this  Colony,  we  have  taken  pains  to  go  through 
with  the  Association  Paper,  and  we  find  none  who  refuses 
to  sign  the  same,  except  the  persons  hereafter  mentioned, 
viz :   Timothy  Dawson,  Alexander  Nicoles,  Joseph  Morri- 
son, Alrraham  Morrison,  William.  Humphry,  David  Morri- 
son, Samuel  Ella,  Dr.  George  Wood,  John  Holms,  (Lieute- 
nant to  a  Minute  Company,)  John  Reed,  John  Moor,  Robert 
Moor,  James  Cochran,  Samuel  Clark,  and  John  Stewart, 
By  order  of  the  Selectmen : 

Tho.mas  Taggabt,  Clerk. 
Londonderry,  June  21,  1770. 


John  Glines, 
Charles  Sias, 
Timothy  Tilion, 
Samuel  French, 
Samuel  Cater, 
William  Tilion, 
Josiah  Rins, 
Siephen  Km-lls, 
Thomas  Sweet, 
Benjamin  Willie, 
Thomas  Ward, 
Eliphelel  Rawlye, 
Jasliom  Mathes, 
Abel  French, 
Moses  McFee, 
Ebenezer  French, 
Naihaniel  Batchellor 
Caleb  Pilsbury, 
John  Bradbury, 
Timothy  French, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
John  Sargent, 
Benjamin  Sias, 

Agreeable  to 


Jonathan  Clough,  Joseph  Tilion, 

Joseph  Magoon,  Naihaniel  Tebbets, 

Isaac  Morrill,  Ephraim  Bunt, 

Dudley  Swasey,  Mo^es  Pilsbury, 

Thomas  Magoon,  James  Shurburn, 
SamuelChamberlain,  William  Boynton, 
Jethro  Batchelder,       Jacob  Shui burn, 

Paul  Morril,  Alexander  Gordon, 

Ephraim  Blunt,  William  Davis, 

Samuel  Morrid,  Simeon  'I'aylor, 

Ma.ston  Morrill,  Ezekiel  Morrill, 
Jethro  Batchelder,  Jr.,  Grorge  Shurburn, 

Daniel  Ladd ,  Lebe  Batcheldo 


Thomas  Drake, 

Jas.  Gilman  Lyford, 

Moses  Rollings, 

William  Gilman,  Jr., 

Joseph  Smith, 

Roger  Stevens, 

Abraham  Batchelder,  Joseph  Moulion', 

John  Drew,  Oliver  Blaisdel, 

Nathan  Batchelder,     Jacob  Towle, 

John  Sanborn ,  William  Jardy. 

the  within  instiximent,  whereas  we  have 


Abihai  I  Chamberlain, 
Josiah  Harvey, 
Samuel  Chamberlain, 
John  Hoist, 
Daniel  Batchelder, 
Mases  Ordway, 


carried  this  instrument  to  the  inhabitants  of  Loudon,  they 
have  all  signed,  saving  one  or  two  that  lived  very  much  out 
of  the  way. 

Nathan  Bachelder,    ^ 

John  Drew,  >  Selectmen. 

Samuel  Chamberlain,  3 
Loudon,  June  3,  1776. 


signers    in    MEREDITH. 


Ebenezer  Smith, 
John  Falsham, 
Nicholas  C.  Falsham, 
John  Kimball, 
John  Whitcher, 
Phiiip  Connor, 
Abraham  Swain, 
Joseph  Roberds, 
Abraham  Folsom, 
Joshua  Crocket, 
Jonathan  Smilh, 
William  Mead, 
Jonathan  Danlord, 
David  Watson , 
Pearson  Smith, 
Naihaniel  Robinson, 


James  McCrillis, 
Reuben  Marston,  Jr. 
George  Beatt, 
Job  Judkins, 
Samuel  Sibley, 
Jonathan  Edgerly, 
Jonathan  Clark, 
Samuel  Shepard, 
Samuel  Oprey, 
Robert  Bryant, 
Gideon  Robinson, 
John  Meal , 
Samuel  Carr, 
Ebenezer  Pitman , 
Benjamin  Sincler, 
Gordon  Lawrence, 


ThomisDockam, 
,  Beiijamin  Meaii, 
John  Dockham, 
Onesiphorus  Flanders, 
Elias  Swain, 
Reuben  Marston, 
Thomas  Sincler, 
Isaac  Farrar, 
James  Ciuemly, 
Charles  Robinson, 
Thomas  Foster, 
Jonathan  Crosbe, 
John  Sweazy,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Sweazy, 
Thomas  Frohock, 
Daniel  Merrill. 


SIGNERS    IN    MONADNOCK,  [nOW    MARLBOROUGH.] 

Benj.  Goodcnow, 
Benedict  Webber, 
Samuel  Bishop, 
John  McBrid, 
Daniel  Collins, 
Joseph  Cutting, 
James  Lewes, 
Joseph  Collins, 
James  Field, 
Isaac  McAllester, 
Timoihy  Bemies, 
Ebenezer  Hixon, 
John  F<izer, 
Stephen  Woodward, 
Moses  Tucker, 
Oliver  Wri'.;ht, 
Jonah  Harrington, 

In  obedience  to  the  within  writing,  we  have  offered  the 
same  to  all  our  inhabitants,  and  they  have  all  signed,  ex- 
cepting those  whose  names  are  here  under-written :  William 
Barker,  Richard  Atwell,  Jonathan  Shaw,  Ichabod  Shaw, 
Daniel  Larrance. 

Benjamin  Tucker,")  o  »    ,  /•  jir       j      7 

rr  D  ( Selectmen  of  Monadnock 

Thomas  Briggs,      V  No.Five. 

ILiLisha  Stone,         _) 
Monadnock  No.  Five,  July  9,  1776. 


Benjamin  Tucker, 

Jonathan  Frost, 
Thomas  Briggs, 
Abijah  Tucker, 
E  iphelel  Stone, 
Benoni  Robbins, 
Phiiiens  Park, 
Silas  Fifer, 
David  Wheeler, 
John  Felton, 
Richard  Fozer, 
Dduiel  Emerson, 
Daniel  Goodeiiow, 
Thadileus  Hastings, 
Reuben  Ward, 
EInathan  Newton, 
Abel  Woodard, 


William  Adams, 
Jedediah  Layntons, 
WilliamTenny, 
Richard  Hobbard, 
Ebenezer  Roads, 
James  Brewer, 
Solomon  Woodward, 
James  Flood, 
David  Dressir, 
Abraham  Brooks, 
Jonathan  Goodenow, 
Daniel  Cutting, 
David  Thurston, 
Jacob  Newell, 
Robert  Converse, 
Theodore  Mann. 


signers  in  new-boston. 


Robert  Hogg, 
Hugh  Kampy, 
Elijah  Cochran, 
Abner  Gregg, 
Josiah  Hileiing, 
Noah  Dodge, 
Andrew  Walker, 
Naihaniel  Cochran, 
Robert  Livingston, 
Thomas  Wilson, 
John  Smith, 
Thomas  McColom, 
James  Cochran, 
James  Wilson , 
Alexander  Wilson, 
William  Beard, 
John  Drown, 
Tobias  Butter, 
Robert  Walker, 
James  Gregg,  Jun., 
Alexander  Patterson 


Samuel  Boyd, 
John  Cochran,  Jun., 
Liverrnore  Langdell, 
Lt  William  Boyes, 
Li.  Wm.  Livingston, 
En.  Alex.  Giegg,  Jr., 
Henry  Woodbury, 
Benjamin  Dodge, 
James  Caldwell, 
Josiah  Warren, 
Eliphelel  Dustin, 
Robert  Patterson, 
Jacob  Hooper, 
David  Scoley, 
William  Campbell, 
Barnabas  McGinis, 
Josiah  Morgan, 
Robert  McGaw, 
Thomas  Karr, 
Ninian  Cochran, 
John  Carter, 


Daniel  McAllester, 
John  McAllester, 
William  Kelso, 
Alexander  Kelso, 
John  Burns, 
Allen  Moor, 
Daniel  Kelso, 
George  Cristy, 
William  Moor, 
Peter  Cochran, 
John  McMillan, 
David  Handerson, 
Robert  Patterson, 
John  Blear, 
Matthew  Doravan, 
Samuel  Smith, 
John  Steward, 
William  Clark, 
John  Cristy, 
Ninian  Clark, 
John  Gordon , 
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John  McMillan,  Jr.,  LesslyGregsr, 
Robert  Pallerson,  3d,  Aarou  Tallv 


Taylor  Little, 
Archibakl  Walker, 
William  MrNiell, 
Robert  Burns, 
Daniel  McMillan, 


Nehemiah  Dodge, 
Solomon  Moor, 
John  Mcintosh, 
Reuben  Smith, 
Andrew  Walker,  Jr. 


Archibald  McMillan,  John  Donavan, 


Andrew  Jack-, 
William  McNiell, 
Jonathan  Gore, 
John  McLaughlin, 
,  Jno.  McLaughlin ,  Jr. 
Robert  White, 
Roiiert  Bold, 


James  McPearson , 
Paul  McFearson, 
Jas.  McFearson,  Jr. - 
Robert  Wilson, 
James  Doaif,  Jun,, 
James  Willson, 
John  Willson, 
John  Livingston, 
Jacob  Ober, 
Thoma.^  Cochran, 
John  Cochran, 
James  Hunter, 
,  John  Hunter, 
Daniel  .McNiell, 
Hugh  Gregg. 


Robert  Campbell 
Josiah  McNiell, 
William  Blair, 
James  Gregg , 
Benjamin  Woodbury, 
Joseph  Hezelton, 
John  Davi», 

Gejjtlemen  :  Agreeable  to  your  Honours'  orders  we  have 
published  this  paper,  and  the  names  subscribed  are  as 
above. 

A  true  return : 

NmiAN  Clark,  Isdecimen. 

Daniel  McAllester,  \ 
New-Boston,  August  2G,  1776. 


SIGNERS    IN    NEWCASTLE. 


Joseph  Frost, 
George  Frist,  Jun., 
William  Neal, 
Richard  Yeaton, 
Samuel  Clark, 
J.>hn  Simpson, 
Henry  Pfe.scott, 
Robert  White, 
Thyshou  Bnrion, 
Matthew  Bell, 
Abraham  Trel'ethen, 
Prtul  Randall, 
Thomas  Lake, 
John  Lear, 
John  Trefien,  3d, 
Thomas  Trundy, 
AVilliam  Gody, 
Benjamin  Yeaton , 
Isaac  Smith, 


Stephen  Chase,  Jun.,  Thomas  S.  Gondy, 


Eiia>.  Tarlion, 
iVleshech  Bell,  Jun., 
Ephraim  Amazeen, 
James  Neal, 
Sampson  Bell, 
John  Card, 


Samuel  Langmaile, 
Israel  Pridliam, 
John  Colleyen, 
Benjamin  Bell,  Jun., 
Noah  Shurburn, 
John  Odiorne, 


David  Mitchel,  Jun.,  Samuel  Odiorne, 


Abedni'go  Bell , 
Joshua  White, 
William  Vennard, 
Niithaniel  Baison, 
Jcihn  Tarlton, 
Meshech  Bell,  3d, 
Tliomas  Bell, 
Henry  Card, 
John  Ainazeen, 
Edward  Card, 


Christopher  Amazeen , 
Stephen  Lawry, 
H'nry  Langtnade, 
William  Trundy, 
Edward  While, 
Abra.  Trel'ethen,  Jr., 
Robert  Martin, 
Henry  Foss, 
William  Tredick, 
John  Seavey, 


John  i  refethen,  Jan.,  William  Jones. 
The  names  of  those  who  have  refused  to  sign  the  within 
paper:   Stephen  Baison,  Richard  Yeaton,  Jun.,  a  soldier, 
John  Kanear,  and  William  Clark. 


SIGNERS    IN    NEWINGTON. 


Richard  Downing, 
Samuel  Shackford, 
John  Nutter, 
Rich'rt  Downing,  Jr., 
Bart.  Downing, 
Josiah  Downing, 
Henry  Hart, 
Thomas  Trickey, 
John  Hart, 
Nicholas  Pickering, 
Ephraim  Pickering, 
John  Benson, 
Nathaniel  Hart, 
John  Stoodly, 
Jonathan  Hoyt, 
John  Gee  Pickering, 
Thomas  Pickering, 
Hartwill  Nutter,  3d, 
James  Stoodly, 
Joseph  Nuiter, 
James  Colman , 
Hutson  Peavy, 
Joseph  Adams, 
John  Pickering, 
Timothy  Dame, 


Ezekiel  Gil.  Adams, 
Phineas  Coleman ,  J  r., 
Jonathan  Trickey, 
Joseph  Dame, 
Elipnelet  Dame, 
John  Trickey, 
Joseph  Hight, 
Jo=eph  Colbath, 
Samuel  Fabbyan, 
Joshua  Nutter, 
Hartuil  Nutier, 
John  Hodgedon , 
George  Laighton, 
Joseph  Colman, 
Anihony  Vincent, 
Levi  Furbur, 
Nehemiah  Furbur, 
John  Hodgdon, 
Issachar  Dame, 
Sam'l  Shacklord,  Jr., 
William  Furbur, 
Phineas  Coleman, 
John  Dame , 
Eilward  Bmsbridge, 
John  Colman, 
John  Hoyt, 


Isaac  Nutter, 
D.  Bickforcl, 
Thomas  Pinder, 
Nathan  Huntriss, 
Christopher  Huntriss, 
Is.sachar  Wiggin, 
Mark  Willey, 
Benjamin  Hodgsdon, 
John  Fabyan, 
Benjamin  Pickering, 
Benjamin  Miller, 
Ichabod  Bicklbrd,  ■ 
Joel  Laighton, 
Christopher  Nutter, 
Nelson  D.  Nutier, 
Joseph  Huntriss, 
Samuel  Rawlings, 
William  Huntress, 
James  Pickering, 
Richard  Pickering, 
Winthrop  Pickering, 
James  Nutter, 
Paul  Rawlings, 
Joseph  Rawlings, 
John  Donning, 
Samuel  Fabyan,  Jun. 


Committee  of 
Correspondence. 


SIGNERS    IN   NEWMARKET. 


John  Perkins, 
Thomas  Tash, 
Samuel  Baker, 
Samuel  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Mead, 
John  Mason, 
William  Scrigglns, 
John  Tash, 


David  Folsom,  Bradsireet  Doe, 

Eilward  Smith,  Joshua  Clark, 
Edward  Hilion,  Jun.,   Wcntworlh  Cheswill, 

John  Young,  Zebuhm  Doe,  3d, 

Job  Willev,  Jo-eph  Folsom, 

Simon  Fol.som,  Enoch  Stevens, 

Morgan  Connor,  Jonathan  Colcord, 

Walier  Bryant,  Joseph  Colcord, 


Jonathan  Robinson, 
Joseph  Sandborn, 
Joseph  Smith, 
Waller  Bryant,  Jun  , 
Jacob  l5rown, 
John  Wat.son, 
Jo.sjah  Burnhain, 
Joshua  Brackett, 
Nicholas  Hartford, 
Samuel  Burleigh, 
John  Folsom, 
Thomas  Bennett, 
Ichabod  Brackett, 
Thomas  Churchill, 
Zebulon  Due,  Jun., 
Joseph  Young,  Jun., 
Andrew  Bowman, 
Asa  Wiggin, 
John  Cooke, 
Jonathan  Doe, 
Jonathan  S.  Dudley, 
David  Chapman, 
Robert  Jackson, 
Samuel  Ward, 
Benjamin  Stevens, 
Lewis  Kinnison, 
David  Smart, 
Charles  Smart, 
Benning  Bracket, 
Philip  Tiiwler, 
Charles  Smart, 
Francis  Durgan, 
Francis  Durgan,  Jun  , 
Enoch  Remick, 
Charles  Wi£gin, 
Moses  Egcrley, 
James  Hills, 
John  Burleigh, 
Joseph  Chapman, 
Abraham  Parsons, 
James  Marston, 
Robert  Barber, 
Thomas  Hanford, 
Peter  Folsom, 
Zebulim  Bnrher, 
Josiah  Hall  Baitlett, 


Josiah  Adams, 
John  Meeder, 
Jeremy  Bryant, 
Nathaniel  Ewer, 
Jeremiah  Foss, 
William  Rinion, 
Levi  Folsom, 
John  Mead, 
NaihanielGilman, 
Levi  Pickering, 
Jacob  Burley, 
John  Beunet,  Jun., 
John  Bennet, 
Cotton  Beunel, 
Jo>iah  Bennet, 
Arthur  Bennet, 
John  Folsom, 
James  Goodwin, 
Robert  Goodwin, 
Zebulon  Dudec, 
Jonathan  Wiggen, 
David  Wisgen, 
Benjamin  Sievens, 
Peter  Drowne, 
Reuben  Doe, 
John  Weeks, 
Andrew  Gilman, 
John  Bean, 
Jonathan  Sanborn, 
John  Wedgewood, 
Josiah  Burley, 
Nicholas  Doe, 
John  Doe, 
Joseph  Meloon, 
Samuel  Meloou, 
Jacob  Durgan, 
Asa  Folsom, 
William  Burley, 
Joseph  Gilman, 
Josiah  Hilion, 
William  Foulsom, 
Jftseph  Smith, 
Robert  Pike, 
James  Gilman, 
Nichol.is  Harvey, 
Samuel  Neal, 


Walker  Neal, 
Gideon  Colcord, 
Josiah  Colcord, 
Jacob  Thompson, 
Joseph  Wiggin, 
Joseph  Doe, 
Edmund  Ctia.se, 
Hubartus  Neal, 
Hubarlus  Neal,  Jun., 
Nat.  A  mes, 
Winthrop  Smith, 
Andrew  Folsom, 
William  Folsom, 
Samuel  Chapman, 
Jeremiah  Fulsora, 
Joseph  Joy, 
Thomas  Kineson, 
Aaron  Riustone, 
James  Cram, 
Winthrop  Hilton, 
Ichabod  Hilton, 
Benjamin  Pintr, 
William  Carlo, 
Benjamin  Folsom, 
Daniel  Hilton, 
Jacob  Fowler, 
Samuel  Dyer, 
John  Ames, 
Bradsi.  Gilman, 
Edward  Colcord, 
Nat.  Ames,Jun., 
ElipheletGeas, 
Simonds  Fowler, 
Nathaniel  Peas, 
Joseph  Bean, 
Samuel  Pease, 
Joseph  Pease, 
Nicholas  Doe,  Jun., 
John  Moody, 
Thomas  Burly, 
Benjamin  Foster, 
William  Burley, Jun., 
Edward  Folsom, 
John  Bartlelt, 
John  Perkins, 
Jonathan  Folsom. 


Pursuant  to  the  within  orders,  we  do  hereby  return  the 
following  persons'  names  that  refuse  to  sign  the  within  De- 
claration : 


Stephen  Hardy, 
Stephen  Thurston, 
Nathan  Parsons, 
Jacob  Parsons, 
William  Badger, 
Walter  Shute, 
J.ishua  Wiggin, 
William  Perkins, 
John  Mighels, 
Isaac  Marston , 
John  Marston, 
Saml.  Mighels,  Jun., 
Josiah  Mighels, 


Samuel  Gilman, 
Nathaniel  Rogers, 
John  Neal, 
Michael  Shute, 
William  Shute, 
Dr.  John  Marsier, 
Anthony  Pickering, 
Henry  Wiggin, 
William  Odiorne, 
Roger  Racklyft, 
Richard  Perkins, 
George  Hatt, 


Zebulon  Neal, 
Jonathan  Kinnison, 
Samuel  Smart, 
Josiah  Smart, 
Jacob  Ames, 
Stephen  Lyford, 
Elisha  Thomas, 
Benjamin  Pease, 
Peter  Hearsey , 
Thomas  Piper, 
John  Shute, 
Nathaniel  Lord. 


Newmarket,  July  12, 177G. 


Samuel  Oilman, 
James  Cram, 
Samuel  Baker, 


Select 


men. 


SIGNERS    IN    NORTHAMPTON. 


Jethro  Furbur, 

Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  the  within,  notified  all  per- 
sons as  ordered,  and  desired  them  to  sign  ;  and  Captain  Jo- 
seph Patterson,  Benjamin  Adams,  Esq.,  and  Noah  Raiv- 
lings,  declined  signing. 

Attest:  Samuel  Shackfohd, ^ 

Jethro  Furbur,        >  Selectmen. 
Timothy  Dame,         j 

Attest:  Samuel  Fabyan, 

Richard  Downing, 
Samuel  Shackford, 
John  Nutter, 
Ephraim  Pickering,  J 
N.  B.  This  paper  stood  up  at  the  Meeting-House  door 
three  Sabbaths. 


Isaac  Jenne.ss, 
John  Crown, 
Joseph  Hobbs, 
Benjamin  Hobbs, 
Abner  Fogg, 
Seth  Fogg, 
Samuel  Wedgwood, 
Benjamin  Philbrick, 
Freeman  Page, 
Thomas  Cotton , 
Tristram  Redman, 
Jonathan  Knowles, 
Jacob  Brown, 
Morris  Lamprey, 
Benjamin  Brown, 
John  Lamprey, 
Thi)mas  Cotion, 
Reuben  Dearborn, 
Levi  Dearborn, 
Ahraham  Drake, 
John  Winsate, 
John  Dearborn, 
David  Marsion, 
Christopher  Smith, 
Caleb  Marsion, 
Simon  Lampere, 
Samuel  Mace, 
Abner  Fogg, 
Josiah  Bachclder, 
Joshua  Hains, 
William  G'dfrec, 
Zach.  Fowle,  Jun., 
Thomas  Hobbs, 
Thomas  Marsion, 
Samuel  Dearborn, 
Daniel  Dow, 
William  Weeks, 
Joseph  Dearborn, 
John  Lovering, 


Ebenezer  Lovering , 
John  Poller, 
Reuben  G.  Dearborn, 
Joshua  Bfown,  Jun., 
Joseph  Palmer, 
Samuel  Davis, 
John  Wrecks, 
Benjamin  Palmer, 
Josiah  Dalion, 
Nathaniel  Hans, 
Ebenezer  Tilton, 
John  Chase, 
Abra  Drake,  Jun., 
James  Wedgwood, 
Joseph  Knowles, 
Ebenezer  Samborn, 
Edward  Shaw, 
Reuben  Dearborn, 
John  Taylor, 
Benjamin  Lamprey, 
Jon.  Wedgwood, 
Ebenezer  Neal, 
John  Leavitt, 
Henry  Batchelder, 
Zachariah  Towle, 
James  Godlrey, 
John  Robie, 
Tiinoihy  Daleon, 
Benj,  Marsion,  Jun., 
Simon  Brown, 
Benjamin  LeavitI , 
Francis  Page, 
Jeremiah  Dearborn, 
David  Knowles, 
Mo.srs  Leavilt, 
Samuel  Hnrdy, 
Stephen  Page, 
David  Page,  Jun., 
Josiah  Dearborn, 


Samuel  Fogg, 
Joseph  Taylor, 
Thomas  Leavitt, 
Nat.  Batchelder, 
Abraham  Taylor, 
Joseph  Moulion, 
Jos.  Moulton,  Jun  , 
Benjamin  Hobbs, 
James  Batchelder, 
John  Marston , 
Samuel  Batchelder, 
Morris  Hobbs, 
Daniel  Dearborn, 
Benjamin  Mason, 
James  Nudd, 
Simon  D.  Lamming, 
Reuben  G.  Dearborn, 
Thomas  Samhm-n, 
Daniel  Samborn, 
Stephen  Shaw, 
William  Samborn, 
Samuel  Chapman, 
Simeon  Marston, 
Zach.  Bachclder, 
Henry  Bachclder, 
Joseph  Garland, 
Samuel  Batchelder, 
Nathaniel  Hobbs, 
Samuel  Page, 
Samuel  Robie, 
Phineas  Dearborn, 
Samuel  Smiih, 
Is-.nac  Marston, 
John  Nudd , 
Simon  Page, 
Jonathan  Page, 
David  Pa°e, 
Ebenezer  Lovering. 
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To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  : 

According  to  the  within  order  of  yours,  we  have  pro- 
cured all  the  names  of  our  Parish,  according  as  your  Ho- 
noui-s  desired  us. 
Attested  by  us : 

Abraham  Drake, 
David  IVIarston, 
Christopher  Smtth, 

Colony  of  New-Hamph ire,  ) 

■--     ■  -      ;7,  1776.J 


SIGNERS    IN    NOTTINGHAM-WEST. 


Selectmen  of 
Northampton, 


Norlhamplon,  June ' 


SIGNERS    IN    NORTHWOOD. 


Joseph  Demeret, 

Eliphelct  Taylor, 
JoshuaFurbur, 
Daniel  Hoit, 
John  Durgin, 
William  Wollais, 
Increase  Batchelder, 
Israel  Hottgedon, 
Naihaniel  Chandler, 
Jonaihan  Sanborn, 

Elias  PUilbrick,  , 

Captain  of  ihe  Parish,  Phineas  Blake, 
John  Wadleigh,  Nicholas  Blake, 


Moses  Godfree, 
Abm.  Batchelder, 
William  Blake, 
Daves  Baicht-lder, 
Thomas  Freeland, 
Richard  Garland, 
Benjamin  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Twombly, 
Asahel  Blake, 
Henry  Sanborn, 
Henry  Dearborn, 


Thomas  PipeT, '  William  Wadleigh , 

Francis  James,  Robert  Hill, 

John  Sharburn ,  David  Knowles, 

Samuel  Shurbiirn,  Benjamin  Hill, 

Reuben  Morgin,  Valentine  Kinson, 

Sharburn  Blake,  William  Prescott, 

Jonathan  Blake,  Moses  Johnson, 

Levi  Dearborn,  Samuel  Johnson, 

Daniel  Sawyer  refuses  to  sign  this,  making  plea  that  he 

is  of  a  Quaker  principle. 


Elijah  Carswell, 
Richard  Carswell, 
Stephen  Rawlins, 
Jonathan  Knolton, 
Jonathan  Clark, 
Benjamin  Wsidleigh, 
Sharborn  Dearborn, 
Ztbulon  Norris, 
Solomon  Bickt'ord, 
Caleb  Clough, 
Morris  Lon§way, 
Nat.  Morrill,  Jun., 
Nathaniel  Morrill, 
John  Bickfbrd, 
Samuel  Barllet, 
Stephen  Hoit, 
Benj.  Jonson,  Jun., 
Timothy  Caswel, 
John  Batchelder, 
Joseph  Durgin, 
Thomas  Knowlton. 


SIGNERS    IN    NOTTINGHAM. 


J.  Mills, 

Benjamin  Butler, 
Joseph  Morrill, 
Josiah  Clark, 
Thomas  Healey, 
Thomas  Kensien, 
Joseph  Cilley, 
Jonathan  Davis, 
Benjamin  Shaw, 
Ephraim  Durgin, 
Thomas  Bartlet, 
Alexander  Lucy, 
H.-nry  Butler, 
Vowd  Leathers, 
Abner  Clough, 
Cuiten  Cilley, 
William  Gill, 
John  Harvey, 
John  Wells, 
Rice  Rowell, 
Zephaniah  Butler, 
John  Ford, 
Joseph  Jaeifson, 
Guick  Preast, 
John  Brown, 
Valemine  Hill, 
Samuel  Gray, 
Mason  Rendel , 
David  Dennis, 
Jacob  Burnam, 
John  Blckford, 
William  Welch, 
Thomas  Bickford, 
Robert  Davis, 
John  Wille, 


Samuel  Burnam, 
James  Glass , 
Samuel  Daniels, 
Naihaniel  Hall, 
Jonathan  Willey, 
Samuel  Searls, 
Abraham  Knighl, 
John  Giles, 
Aaron  Hayes, 
Gideon  Straw, 
Israel  Randel , 
William  Clark, 
John  Merilles, 
Robert  Evans, 
Asa  Guile, 
Nathaniel  Randel, 
Samuel  Brasa, 
Charles  McCoy, 
Francis  Trickey, 
Hezekiah  Randel, 
El  I  ward  Fox, 
Thos.  Whitehouse, 
John  Whitehouse, 
Paul  Garrish , 
John  Shaw,  Jun., 
Thomas  George, 
Andrew  Simpson, 
Benjamin  Siokes, 
Charles  Furnil, 
Ham  Libbey, 
Joseph  Robinson, 
Moses  Davis, 
Daniel  Young, 
Joshua  Trickey, 
Joseph  Nithe, 


JohnHodgdon, 
Simeon  Ladd, 
Jonathan  Foss, 
Enoch  Page, 
Joseph  Garman, 
John  Neally, 
Jonathan  Gore, 
Abednego  Lethers, 
Benjamin  Winslow, 
Ichabod  Row, 
John  Hutcherson, 
John  Gill, 
JohnChesle, 
John  Nelly,  Jun., 
Joshua  Stearns, 
William  Nelley, 
Thomas  Odel , 
Robert  Morrison, 
James  Kelse, 
John  Shaw, 
Nicholas  Leathers, 
Jonathan  Langley, 
Abel  Lethers, 
Thomas  McConnell , 
Benjamin  Jackson, 
Solomon  Davis, 
Abner  Davis, 
Nicholas  Brown, 
Sawyer  Chesle, 
John  Kercon, 
John  Collet, 
Jonathan  Rollings, 
John  Hany, 
Winthrop  Colbalh, 


Pursuant  to  the  within  Precept,  we  have  presented  this 
Covenant  to  the  iniiabitants  of  the  Town  of  Nottingham, 
and  the  persons  that  rellise  to  sign  it  are  on  a  separate  paper. 
NowEL  Leathers,  7  5,^^^^^^^^ 
Ihomas  Uartlet,  3 
State  of  New-Hampshire,  August  16, 1776. 

A  list  of  the  men  in  the  Town  of  Nottingham,  that  refuse 
to  sign  the  Covenant  sent  to  the  Selectmen  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  in  Aj)ril  last,  viz : 

♦  Abraham  Seails,        Thomas  Foss,  •  James  Watson , 
Philip  Bartlet,              Francis  Harvy,  Nathan  Watson, 

•  Nathaniel  Goodhn,    Francis  Harvy,  Jun.,  Josiah  Watson, 


Noah  Barker, 
John  Shepard, 

•  John  Banfill, 

•  Joseph  Nealley, 

•  John  Bartlet, 

•  Thomas  Hines, 


•  EldaJ  Langley, 
Moses  Davis, 
Edmund  Hodgdon, 
Samuel  Gore, 

•  John  Watson , 


*  Benjamin  Watson , 
Benjamin  Whiieker, 
Daniel  Rogers,  Esq., 
James  Bean , 
James  Thurstin. 


NowEL  Leathers,  7  c  t  -.. 
rn  D  >  Mectmen. 

Ihomas  Bartlet,  3 


Nottingham,  August  16, 1776. 

Those  with  this  mark  *  have  advanced  money  to  hire 
men  to  go  to  Ci'oumrPoint. 
FotJRTH  Series. — Vol.  v. 


Asahel  Blodget, 

Asa  Davis, 

David  Cuminings, 

John  Caldwell, 

Daniel  Wyman, 

James  Caldwell, 

Alexander  Caldwell 

Thos.  Caldwell,  Jun.',  ParritHndly,' 

Samuel  Caldwell,         Stephen  Hadly, 


Moses  Barret, 
Joseph  Caldwell, 
Thomas  Caldwell, 
Eliphelel  Hadly, 
Thomas  Wason, 
Eliphelet  Hadiy,  Jun., 
Moses  Hadly, 


William  Merril, 
James  Ford, 
Abraham  Page, 
Seth  Wyman, 


John  Campbell, 
Thomas  Searles, 
David  Glover, 
Nicholas  Eastman , 


John  Hazeltine,  Jun.,   PageSmiih, 
Henry  Huey,  John  Strickland, 


Jonathan  Bradley, 
John  Hazeltine, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Ichabod  Esman , 
Edward  James, 
Tim.  Emerson,  Jun., 
Robert  Stuart, 
Samuel  Wason, 
Jonathan  Searls, 
Thomas  Hills, 
Ezekiel  Hills, 
Peter  Cross, 
William  Brown, 
Nat.  Merril,  Jun., 
Isaac  Merril, 
Samuel  Durent, 
John  Merril, 
Abel  Merril, 
Justus  Dakin, 
Samuel  Pollard, 
Joshua  Cha.se, 
Stephen  Gouch, 


Timothv  Emerson, 
Joseph  Wilson, 
Joseph  Gould , 
Samuel  Warner, 
Stephen  Chase, 
Jonathan  Blodget, 
Samuel  Burbank, 
Saml.  Biiibank,  Jun., 
Amos  Kinney, 
Nathaniel  Merril, 
Samuel  French, 
George  Burns,  Jun., 
Samuel  Grule, 
Samuel  Grule,  Jnn., 
Joseph  Blodget, 
Joseph  Winn, 
Joseph  Winn,  Jnn., 
Ebenezer  Polard, 
Jeremiah  Ploget, 
Timothy  Polard, 
Abiathar  Winn, 
Jona.  Hardy,  Jun., 


Stephen  Lowel,  Jan.,  Ezekiel  Chase, 
Jesse  Whiteman,  John  Walker, 
Moses  Johnson , 

In  obedience  to  the  within  request, 

persons  presented  therein  to  sign,  and 

except  Captain  Joseph  Killy. 

Samuel  Marsh, 

John  Caldwell, 

William  Brown, 

Nottingham- West,  June  3, 1776. 


SIGNERS    IN   PACKERSFIELD,    [nOW   NELSON.] 


John  Polard, 
Nathaniel  Hardy, 
Timothy  Smith, 
Amos  Pollard, 
Richard  Cutter, 
Nathaniel  Lunt, 
Sanders  Bradbury, 
Samuel  Marsh, 
Benjamin  Marshall, 
Eleazer  Cummings, 
Ebenezer  Cummings, 
Daniel  Hardy, 
Samuel  Hills, 
Philip  Hills, 
Seth  Hadly, 
Simeon  Barret, 
Isaac  Barret, 
Oliver  Hills, 
Richard  Hardy, 
Joseph  Pollard, 
Jeremiah  Hills, 
William  Hills, 
Richard  Marshall, 
Thomas  Marsh, 
Elijah  Hills, 
Nat.  Merril,  Jun., 
Stephen  Chase,  Jun., 
John  Pollard,  Jun., 
Samuel  Burbank, 
George  Burns, 
Ebenezer  Dakin, 
Levi  Dakin, 
Henry  Hale,  Jan., 
Henry  Hale, 
John  Hale, 
Andrew  Swasey, 
James  Watson,  Jun., 
David  Tarble, 
Thomas  Hamblet. 

we  have  desired  all 
find  none  to  refuse 


Selectmen  of  Not- 
tinghamr  West. 


Aaron  Bcel,  Eleazer  Twitchel, 

Absalom  Fairwill,  John  Spinney, 

William  Beal,  Benjamin  Nurse, 

Jo-seph  Mason,  John  French, 

Richard  Fai well,  John  Newhall, 

Amos  Skinner,  Philip  Bailash, 

Nathaniel  Breed,  John  Adams, 

Abijah  Brown,  James  Phillips, 

Joel  Wright,  Jonathan  Nichols, 

William  FoUet,  Henry  Bemies, 

Timothy  Farley,  John  Estabrook, 

Jame.s  Bancroll ,  Benj.  Nu  rse,  Jun., 

Joseph  Stanhope,  Amos  Childs, 

In  obedience  to  your  Honours,  we  have  faithfully  dis- 
charged the  duty  requested,  desiring  each  man  to  sign  this 
Covenant  within  our  limits ;  all  of  whom  have  signed  except 
Major  Breed  Batchellor. 

Joseph  Stanhope,     "^  Selectmen  of  Pack- 
John  Spinney,        ^  ^  ^^^^^^ 


John  Farewell, 
Thomas  Upham, 
Nathaniel  Breed,  Jan., 
Jonathan  Pelt, 
Noah  Day, 
Bunker  Clark, 
David  Marshall, 
Edmund  Taylor, 
Samuel  Everet, 
Johnson  Se, 
Reuben  Wellman, 
John  Stroud. 


Eleazer  Twitchel, 


SIGNERS    IN   PEMBROKE. 


William  Cochran, 
Samuel  Daniell, 
David  Abbot, 
William  Carlton, 
Job  Abbot, 
Nathaniel  Ambrose, 
Thos.  Cunningham, 
David  Lovejoy, 
Chandler  Lovejoy, 
Samuel  Abbot,  Jun., 
Benj.  Whittemore, 
Benjamin  Holt, 
James  Head, 
Nath.  Head , 
Richard  Head, 
Samuel  Lakeman , 
Naihaniel  Lakeman, 
Nath'l  Lakeman,  Jr., 
Josiah  Haggct, 
Josiah  Phelps, 
Samuel  Smith, 
John  Lad , 

John  Cochran,  Jun., 
William  File, 
Francis  Doyne, 
John  Fife, 
Robert  Simpson , 
Joseph  Simpson, 
James  Fife, 
Naihaniel  Head, 


James.Robinson, 
David  Frye, 
William  Martin, 
Edward  Smith, 
John  Carlton, 
John  Knox, 
Lemuel  Stickney, 
Asa  Foster,  Jun., 
Joseph  Swett, 
Samuel  Kimball, 
Caleb  Foster, 
Moses  Foster, 
John  Ayer, 
Stephen  Bartlet, 
Samuel  Jenness, 
Joseph  Parker, 
Jeremiah  Morgan, 
Naihaniel  Oilman, 
Peter  Oilman,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Piper, 
Aaron  Whittemore, 
Daniel  Noyes, 
Asa  Foster, 
David  Kimball, 
Richard  Bartlet, 
Joseph  Emery,  Jun., 
Ambrose  Goold, 
John  Moor, 
Dean  Merrill, 
Thomas  Morse, 


Samuel  Kelley, 
William  Priser, 
James  Cochran,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Barllet, 
Nehemiah  McDaniel, 
Robert  McDaniel, 
James  Martin, 
Joseph  Cochran, 
John  McDaniel, 
Peter  Robinson, 
Ezekiel  Oilman, 
Lieut,  James  Coffrin, 
John  Moor, 
William  Knox, 
Solomon  Whitehouse, 
P.  Whitehouse, 
Joseph  Cochran, 
Caleb  Lovejoy,  Jun., 
Caleb  Lovejoy, 
William  Man, 
Nathan  Waite, 
Samuel  Man, 
John  Man, 
Samuel  Noyes, 
James  Cochran ,  3d 
Richard  Bryant, 
William  Marslin,  Jr., 
Samuel  Conner, 
Fry  Heath, 
John  Kooz, 
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Muses  McConnell,  Juhn  Ci'nner, 

Robert  Stinson,  David  Conner, 

Robert  Moor,  Daniel  McLucas, 

Jacob  Doyne,  Gideon  Piper, 

Ichaboil  Robie,  Timolhy  Knox. 
James  Robertson, 


John  Head,  Joshua  Kimball,  Samuel  Ganlt, 

Lonewell  Baker,  Isaac  While,  Phedris  McCtiihe, 

Joseph  Baker,  William  Kimball,       Atidiew  Gauli, 

Thomas  Baker,  Jonailian  Eliot,  Joseph  Hemphill, 

John  White,  Thomas  Robinson,      John  Ciillimore, 

William  Bard,  James  Kiiox,  Jacob  Emery, 

Elias  Whitiemore,      John  Sanders,  Samurl  Caier, 

Samuel  Abbot, 
Moses  Tyler, 
Nathan  Holt, 
Michael  Kimball, 
Jere.  Wardwell, 
Jushua  Tyler, 

In  compliance  with  the  witliin  orders,  we  have  requested 
all  the  males  as  directed ;  and  the  names  underwritten  are 
all  within  our  Precincts  that  have  nej^lected  to  subscribe 
the  within  Declaration,  viz :  Rev.  Dmiiel  Mitchell,  Captain 
Benjamin  Norris,  Captain  Sarmicl  McConnet,  Deacon  John 
Man,  Samuel  Parker,  Williatn  Robertson,  Andrew  Robert- 
ton,  James  Cunningham,  Zebulon  Robinson. 

David  Abbot,  ~i 

William  CocHR\r^,>  Selectmen. 
Samuel  Daniell,    j 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety. 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  September  18,  1776. 
SIGNERS    IN    PETERBOROUGH. 


Neal  Hammell, 
Thomas  Morrison, 
Thos.  Cunningham, 
James  Teujpleton, 
Thomas  Davidson, 
Samuel  Miller, 


William  McNee,  Jr.,  William  Robbi, 

James  Cunningham,  William  Millen, 

Alexander  Stewart,  Samuel  Mitchell, 

Aaron  Brown,  John  Young, 

Samuel  Mitchell,  Abraham  Holms, 

Charles  While,  John  Mitchell, 

William  Swan,  David  Steel, 

Samuel  Houston,  Isaiah  Taylor, 

William  White,  Charles  Stuart, 

John  While,  Samuel  Gregg, 

William  While,  William  Spear, 

David  While,  KalsoGray, 


Robert  Smith,  Robert  Gray, 

John  Smith,  John  Butler, 

Moses  Cunningham.,  I^aac  Mitchell, 

William  McKeene,  Thomas  Stewart, 

John  White,  Jun.,  John  Blair, 

William  Moore,  John  Taggert, 


Samuel  Hockley, 
William  Moore, 
John  McMurphey, 
Robert  Morrison, 
Thomas  Turner, 
John  .Smith, 
John  Morrison, 
Thos.  Morrison,  Jun., 
Joih.  Blanchard, 
Samuel  Cunningham, 
Robert  Willson, 
John  Gregg, 


Samuel  Miller,  Jun.,  Matthew  Templeton,  Timothy  Miner, 

James  Richey,  William  Scott,  Hugh  Wilson, 

William  McNee,  Thomas  Steel,  Samuel  Wilson, 

John  Scott,  James  Taagart,  James  Wilson, 

William  Smith,  Elijah  Puffer,  John  Wilson, 

William  McCay,  Daniel  Mack,  John  White, 

James  Robb,  Samuel  Miller,  Benjamin  Milchel, 

Joseph  Hammill,  Alexander  Robbe,  David  Amfs, 

Jonathan  Wheeluck,  Samuel  Hogg,  Adams  Gregg. 

Jphn  Gregg,  Jan.,  Samuel  McAlesler, 

Peterborough,  June  17,  1776. 

Pursuant  to  the  within  request,  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 

Town  of  Peterborough  have  subscribed  their  names  to  the 

within  resolves  of  tlie  Continental  Congress. 

James  Templeton,      ~) 

Samuel  Cunningham,  >  Selectmen. 

William  McNee,       j 


signers    in   DORCHESTER    AND    PIERMONT. 

Inhabitants  in  Piermont. 

John  Richards,  John  Patterson,  Jonathan  [Chandler, 

Thomas  Gregg,  Uriah  Stone,  Joseph  Webb, 

John  McCorniei,  Cuager  Medcalf,  Daniel  Tyler, 

David  Tyler,  Benjamin  Stone,  Thomas  Crook, 

Ebenezer  Tyler,  Ephraim  Patterson,  Seth  Foord, 

Jonathan  Tyler,  Aoner  Chandler,  Ephraim  Root, 

David  Awber,  Solomon  Bailey,  Charles  Crook, 

John  Sawyer,  Isaac  Patterson,  Azariah  Webb, 

Enos  Sawyer,  Benjamin  Pauerson,  Thomas  Davis, 

David  Tyler,  Jun.,  Zenas  Case,  John  Weed, 

Francis  Trenton,  Thomas  Davis,  Jun.,  Charles  Webb. 

Andrew  Crook,  Noah  Foord, 

All  the  inhabitants  of  Piermont,  of  age,  according  to  the 

within  direction,  have  signed,  except  those  that  are  in  the 

Continental  service. 

John  Patterson,         '^ 

John  Weed,  I  ^ 

T  Tir   '  >  tommttiee. 

Joseph  Webb,  [ 

Jonathan  Chandler, J 


signers    in    PORTSMOUTH. 


Meshech  Weare, 
Nathaniel  Folsom, 
E.  Thompson , 
Stephen  Evans, 
Pierce  Long, 
P.  White, 
John  Dudley, 
H.  Wentworih, 
Thomas  Hart, 
William  Peaiy, 


John  Bartletl, 
William  Parker, 
Daniel  Brewster, 
Daniel  Lunt, 
William  Brewster, 
Benjamin  Welch, 
Nehemiah  Rowelj, 
George  Hart, 
George  Hart,  Jun., 
Rendal  Furnald, 


Peter  Man, 
Samuel  Gooch, 
Henry  Gardner, 
Nathaniel  Folsom, 
Shackford  Seward, 
Kinsman  Peverly, 
Joseph  Seward , 
Joseph  Ayers, 
Benjamin  Bigelow, 
William  Martin, 


George  King,  John  Shurbarn,  Samuel  Walker, 

George  lurner,  Nathaniel  S.Gritlith,  James  P.  Thing, 

Geoige  Wentworih,     Thomas  Ransom,  Ji-hn  Gooch, 

Supply  Clap,  Jacob  Tilton,  Daniel  Towie, 

John  Langdon,  J o,--eph  Walker,  RmhSpence, 

Joseph  Bass,  James  Hart,  Charles  Raniik, 

Josh  Wentworih,        Luke  Foster,  Tim.  Mountlord, 

John  Penhallow,  Thomas  Surges,  Beiij.  Austin,  Jun., 

Samuel  Pcnhallow,     Elisha  Hill,  Samuel  Hill, 

William  Langdon,      Joseph  Cution,  Mark  Fernald, 

John  Furnald,  John  Hart,  3d,  Gilbert  Fernald, 

Joseph  Simes,  Samuel  Bryard,  Jonas  Austin, 

George  Gains,  Muses  Woodward,  A.  McEntyie, 

Maik  Seavcy,  NahumWard,  Robirt  Robertson , 

Joseph  Pitman,  George  Libby,  Jos.  Allcock, 

Thomas  Gains,  Samuel  CuiLs,  Thomas  Moses, 

Joseph  Akerman,  George  Dame,  Thomas  Leigh, 

Josiah  Savage,  George  Ma.<ey,  John  Moffati, 

Benjamin  (iuimby,  James  Dwyer,  Richard  Wilson, 

George  Ham,  David  Call,  Thomas  t'alnier,Jun., 

Benjamin  AUerman,    Thomas  Martin,  Tobias  Walker, 

Waller  Akerman,  John  Greenleaf,  William  Wilson, 

Barnet  Akei'man,  Jo.seph  Leach,  John  Pickering, 

Murk  Nelson,  Samuel  Jackson,  Thomas  Shurburne, 

John  Akerman,  Edmund  Davis,  Robert  Yeaion, 

John  Hutchins,  Richard  Jackson,  Joseph  BroUen, 

Heniy  Nutter,  Joseph  Ham,  Benjamin  Brotlen, 

Hugh  Henderson,  John  Tuckerman,  William  Hunt, 

George  Hull,  John  Tuckerman,  Jr.,  Thomas  Hodgson, 

Thomas  Thompson,    Nathaniel  Mendum,  Samuel  Haven, 

Perkins  Ayers,  John  Langdon,  Samuel  Haven,  Jun., 

Tobias  Warner,  R.  Han,  William  Jenkins, 

John  Pike,  Edward  Dempsey,  Benjamin  Chandler, 

James  Grouard,  Jeremiah  Libbey,  William  Pairulge, 

G.  Durrell,  Benjamin  Reed,  James  Melcher, 

Stephen  Ivniner,  Jonathan  Huntress,  Benjamin  Mackay, 

Jacob  Treadwell,  James  Priest,  James  Shores,  Jun., 

George  Doig,  James  Stoodly,  Jun.,   Abijah  Holbrook, 

William  Walker,  Samuel  Ham,  Jun.,  William  Wljite, 

Naih'l  Treadwell,  Jr.,  John  Durys,  Nahuin  Akerman, 

James  Haslet,  William  Palmer,  Nathaniel  Dennet, 

Theodore  Moses,  Joseph  Winkalls,  Heniy  Shurburn, 

Charles  Treadwell,  Peter  Kennison,  James  Hill, 

W.  E.  Treadwell,  Thomas  Mead,  Jeremiah  Dennet, 

Charles  Waters,  David  Brew.ster,  Dennis  Hight, 

Samuel  Bouls,  George  Reed,  Benjamin  Hodgedon, 

John  Clarke,  William  Welch,  Dennis  Walker, 

Robert  Hart,  Asa  Mann,  Richard  Elliott, 

Cotton  Math.  Stevens,  John  Hooper,  Thomas  Hayley, 

John  Dennett,  Samuel  Aiis,  Nathaniel  Shannon, 

George  Waters,  Edmund  Butler,  Abraham  Elliot, 

Temple  Knight,  Benjamin  Patridge,  Nat.  Gookin, 

Clement  Jackson ,  John  Collins,  Benjamin  Miller,  Jr., 

Daniel  Grant,  Henry  Carter,  Mo.ses  Miller, 

John  Davenport,  William  Vaughan,  Samuel  Thompson, 

SamuelServi.se,  William  Chiles,  Mark  Walker, 

Samuel  Hutchings,  John  Varrel,  P.  Colbath, 

Jo.<^eph  Jackson ,  John  Clark,  Jonathan  duint, 

George  King,  Jun.,  John  White,  William  Beck, 

William  Knight,  Edward  Ayers,  William  Thompson, 

William  Gardner,  Jeremiah  Claney,  Gideon  Walker, 

Philip  Pendexter,  Edward  Lowd,  Theodore  Dame, 

George  S.  Homans,  Kichaid  Harvey,  John  Thompson, 

Nailianiel  Shurburn,   Reuben  Snell,  Nath'l  Jackson,  Sen., 

William  Stanwood,  Valentine  Nutter,  Charles  Hodgedon, 

William  Gunnison,  Richard  Waie,  William  Ham, 

David  Macclure,  Joseph  McOtks,  ,Tliom:is  Ayers, 

John  Noble,  John  Beck,  JohnBroten, 

Daniel  Pierce,  George  Gt-bjw,  William  Peverly, 

Moses  Ross,  Michael  Fouler,  John  Dennett, 

Joseph  Low,  Clement  March,  Richard  Cutter, 

Alex.  Greenlow,  George  Marshall,  Jr.,  William  Abbot, 

Jacob  Sheafe,  Sen.,  James  Whiitaker,  Thomas  BicKf'ord, 

Samuel  Shurburn,  George  Marshall,  Henry  Bickford, 

William  Marshall,  John  Marshall,  Sen.,  Amos  Shores, 

James  Swett,  John  Marshall,  Jun.,  Daniel  Davis, 

D.  Shurburn,  John  Williams,  William  Walden, 

Nathaniel  Treadwefl,  Moses  Feren,  John  Walden  , 

Reuben  Daniel,  William  Richards,  Thomas  Walden, 

Edward  Shurburn,  John  Gunnison,  Thomas  Piitan, 

Jonathan  Ayers,  William  Gibbs,  John  Davis, 

Richard  Mills,  Richard  Trusdell,  William  Hunt, 

Jacob  Mills,  H.  Jones,  SamuslSlade, 

Jona.  Shillaber,  Joseph  Damrell,  Timothy  Watson, 

Joseph  Shillaber,  Daniel  Jackson,  Jun.,  William  Shores, 

Wilsom  Ham,  Jun.,  James  Fall,  John  Frost, 

John  Reed,  Gupey  Sioodley,  John  Lord, 

John  Mackmahawn,  John  Giant,  Nathan  Whits, 

J.Whipple,  Richard  Kitson,  Richard  Evans, 

Hall  Jackson,  Benjamin  G.  Carter,  Peter  Shores,  Jun., 

Henry  Seaward,  Joseph  Moullon,  James  Clarkson, 

Samuel  Lear,  Samuel  Dalling,  Peter  Shores, 

William  Appleton,  R.  Wibird  Penhallow,  Obadiah  Marshall, 

John  Gregory,  Richard  Fa  Grey,  Jr  ,  Nathaniel  Lear, 

George  Jackson ,  John  Lang,  James  Ryan, 

Stephen  Mead,  John  Pcirce,  John  Showers, 

Richard  Fitzgerald,  Thomas  Prince,  Jun.,  Peier  Ball, 

Joshua  Crocket,  John  Slavers,  Andrew  Sherbum, 

Samuel  Cate,  Joseph  Lowd,  Richard  Monson, 

A.  R.  Cutter,  Edward  Hart,  Richard  White, 

Abner  Blaisdell,  Ezekiel  Pitman,  Michael  Frost, 

Eliphelet  Daniel,  Daniel  Lang,  Amos  Abbet, 

Noah  Peirce,  Samuel  Hart,  William  Gale, 

Giles  Seaward,  Nathaniel  Melcher,  Thos.  Shurburn,  Jun  , 

Gershoin  Flagg,  Ephraim  Ham,  William  Cotton, 

Samuel  Tripe,  Samuel  Drowne,  Robert  Neall, 

Richard  Langdon,  Henry  Nutter,  Joseph  Leigh, 

Richard  Champney,  Francis  Alaswere,  William  Furnell, 

Samuel  Sherref,  William  Adams,  William  Cotton,  Jun., 

JohnPayn,  John  Melcher,  Samuel  Ball,  Jun., 

Joseph  Benson,  James  Mclntire,  Nathan'l  Muehamore, 
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James  Hight, 
John  Hart,  Jim., 
John  Jackson, 
Thomas  Bowlef:, 
John   Boyd, 
John  Briard, 
Nathaniel  Pike, 
John  Ay  res, 
Joshua  Pike, 
Robert  Furniss, 
Henry  Lang, 
Mark  Noble, 
Benjamin  Newmarch, 
John  Marden, 
Samuel  Beck, 
Nathaniel  Pitman, 
Josiah  Leach , 
Edward  Pendexter, 
Caleb  Currier, 
Timothy  Ham, 
Thomas  Currier, 
Daniel  Hart, 
John  Norton, 
Mark  Lang, 
Thomas  Seavev, 
Samuel  White  Cate, 
Thomas  Marden, 
John  Gardner, 
George  Walden, 
John  Lang, 
Joseph  Savage, 
William  Nelson, 
Caleb  Brewster, 
Phinehas  Hodgedon, 
Charles  Rendells, 
George  Ayers, 
Thomas  Ayers, 
Samuel  Whidden, 
John  Lucca, 
Jeremiah  Homes, 
Joseph  Norris, 
George  Shurburne, 
John  Banfill, 
Joseph  Banfill, 
Thomas  Cotton, 


William  Treferthern 
James  Drisco, 
Samuel  Waterhousc, 
John  Beck,  Jun., 
Thomas  Sludly, 
Richard  Sharnam, 
John  Pitman, 
Reuben  Shapley, 
Ephraim  Dennett, 
Thomas  Manning, 
George  Janverin, 
Ebenezer  Janverin, 
James  AinoM, 
Daniel  Jackson, 
Ezekiel  Gunnavier, 
Leverelt  Hubbard, 
Richard  Woods, 
Simeon  Akarman, 
John  Wendell, 
Thomas  Clark, 
Samuel  Waters, 
Hugh  Bride, 
Saniuel  Oakes, 
Tobias  Banfill, 
Samuel  Norris, 
Josiah  Haines, 
Robert  Holmes, 
James  Frisbee, 
James  Jones, 
David  Swett, 
Enoch  Huntress, 
Israel  Marden, 
Tobias  Lear, 
Jonathan  Swett, 
Zebulon  Wiggin, 
Moses  Brewster, 
Samuel  Ham, 
William  Shurburne, 
Samuel  Ball, 
Joshua  Jones, 
John  Moses, 
William  Homes, 
James  Jones, 
Aaron  Moses, 
John  Lewis,  Jun., 


,  Samuel  Langdon , 
Joseph  Langdon, 
Leader  Nelson, 
John  Langdon, 
Samuel  Beck, 
Nathaniel  Lang, 
Andrew  Beck, 
John  Shurburn, 
James  Moses, 
Nadab  Moses, 
John  Melcher, 
Benjamin  Lear, 
James  Lang, 
Joseph  Tucker, 
A.  Pipperrill, 
Samuel  Langdon,  Jr., 
Joseph  Whitlden, 
John  Seavny, 
Nathaniel  Cotton, 
Richard  Tarlton, 
James  Tarlton,  Jun., 
William  Cale,  Juu., 
Eiias  Tarlton, 
John  Leweis, 
Samuel  Hall, 
Daniel  Evans, 
John  Hooker, 
Joseph  Shaw, 
Nathaniel  Shurburn, 
William  Parker, 
John  Parker, 
Michael  Whidden, 
Josiah  Clark, 
John  Wheelwright, 
Joshua  Brackelt, 
John  Seaward, 
Matthew  Haslett, 
Thomas  Pierce, 
William  Yeaton, 
J.  Sheafe,  Jun., 
Paul  Laighton, 
Richard  Dolly, 
Joseph  Hoi  brook. 

Total— 509. 


List  of  persons  taken  up  in  Portsmouth  as  being  noto- 
riously disaffected  to  tlie  common  cause,  viz : 

Lsaac  Rindge,  John  Peirce,  James  Sheafe, 

William  Hart,  William  Torry,  John  Stavers, 

Peter  Pearse,  Stephen  Little,  Jonathan  Warner, 

Hugh  Henderson,         Oliver  Whipple, 
Robert  Robertson,        Thomas  Arniet, 


Nathaniel  Treadwell, 
James  Hickey. 


Pursuant  to  an  order  to  us  directed,  by  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  State,  we  have  waited  on  every  person  in 
this  Town,  and  have  tendered  the  Association  for  signing  ; 
and  do  herewith  return  the  said  Association,  and  the  names 
of  those  who  have  refused  to  sign  the  same,  viz : 


Cotton  Palmer,  George  JaBery, 

Jno.  Peirce, (Merch't,)  Mark  H.Wentworth, 
Daniel  Warner, 
Jonathan  Warner, 


Noah  Parker, 
Isaac  Rmdge, 

Chase  Freeze,  Moses  Noble, 
Joseph  Stacy  Hastings,  John  Eliot, 

Theodore  Atkinson,  John  Moore, 

James  Sheafe,        '  Thomas  Arraet, 

Stephen  Little,  Alford  Butler, 

William  Torry,  Eleazer  Russell, 

William  Hart,  Samuel  Gardner, 
Major  Samuel  Hale, 

Daniel  Rogers  absent  at  Nottingham.     Peter  Pearse 

absent  at  Newington. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

H.  Wentworth,  Chairman. 


John  Shurburne, 
Samuel  Waters,  Jun., 
John  Campbell, 
Richard  Tucker, 
Giles  Picket. 


Joseph  Simes, 
George  Gaines, 
William  Langdon, 


■  Selectmen. 


State  of  New-Hampshire, 
Portsmouth,  August  14,  1776. 


George  Rnssell, 
James  Badger, 
Benjamin  Muzzy, 
Randel  MeDonell, 
James  Dickey, 
Nathaniel  Patten, 
Samson  Farnsworth, 
William  Hall, 


SIGNERS   IN  RABT. 

Daniel  Speed,  Jun., 
Eason  Dix, 
Moses  Lowell, 
Phineas  Aten, 
Nathaniel  Badger, 
James  Campbell, 
James  Rollf, 
Swallow  Tucker, 


Samuel  Russell, 
George  Woodward, 
James  Mcintosh, 
Matthew  Waless, 
Robert  Seiver, 
Isaac  Shattuck, 
William  Spaulding. 


In  obedience  to  the  above  precept,  we  have  taken  the 
count,  and  our  men  have  all  signed  it. 

We  the  subscribers : 

Alexander  McIntosh, '^ 
Benjamin  Shattuck,      >  Selectmen. 
Clark  Brown,  ) 

signers  in  richmond. 

Constant  Barnay,  Moses  Tyler,  Samuel  Shearman, 

Jeremiah  Thayer,  Solomon  Ariherton,     Abrier  Aldiich,  Jtin., 

Abraham  Barrus,  Abra.  Comstock,  Jun.,  Simpson  Hammond, 

Nathaniel  Wipple,  Fran.  Norwood,  Jun.,  Samuel  Hix, 


Barnabas  Thrasher, 
Israel  Whipple, 
Oliver  Barrus, 
John  Danly, 
Isaac  Benson, 
Daniel  Reed, 
Daniel  Greene, 
John   Holt, 
Michael  Barrus, 
Allis  Thayer, 
John  Gansey, 
Jere.  Thayer,  Jun., 
Ichahod  Whipple, 
Daniel  Freeman, 
David  Barney, 
Benjamin  Thrasher, 
Ebenezer  Barrus, 
Abra.  Barrus,  Jun., 
Timothy  Robinson, 
Nt-hemiah  Thayer, 
Daniel  Whipple, 
Othneal  Day, 
Thomas  WooUey, 
David  Hix, 
Barnard  Hix, 
Jacob  Mump, 
Joseph  Slreeton, 
William  Aldrich, 
Jonah  Twitchel, 
Ephraim  Taft, 
Silas  Ta(t, 
Ahraham  Man , 
Esquire  Whipple, 
Grindul  Thayer, 
James  Norwood, 
John  Cass, 
Oliver  Ormsbee, 
James  Tilson, 
Jo,seph  Cass,  Jun., 
Daniel  Cass, 
Daniel  Cass,  Jan., 
James  Ranar, 
Gideon  Man, 
Ephraim  Alen, 
Moses  Alen, 
Joseph  Alen, 
Jedediah  Buffman, 
Nathan  Harkness, 


Joseph  Cass, 
Ebenezer  Ornsle, 
Reuben  Parker, 
John  Robin.-on, 
Peter  Hoolbrook, 
Nathan  WooUey, 
John  Barrus, 
Joseph  Kazey, 
James  Kingsley, 
Amos  Garusey, 
Rufus  Whipple, 
Jonathan  Areterton, 
Oliver  Garnsey, 
Titnoihy  Tomson, 
Ezra  Ormsbe, 
James  Westcoti, 
Solomon  Aldrich, 
Eli  Page, 
William  Goddard, 
Henry  Ingalls, 
Amos  Hix, 
Jonathan  Bozard, 
Jonathan  Thurbur, 
William  Gunney, 
Nathan  Bullock, 
Anthony  Harris, 
Nathaniel  Taft, 
Abraham  Raudul, 
Asa  Man, 
John  Cas.s, 
Simeon  Thayer, 
Jonathan  Bools, 
Joseph  Newel, 
John  Martem, 
George  Martem, 
Robert  Works, 
Thomas  Grain, 
David  Russel, 
Mo.ses  Martin, 
Peter  Martin, 
John  Martin,  Jun., 
William  Cook, 
Luke  Casf!, 
Richard  Peters,  Jan., 
Noah  Curtis, 
Samuel  Curtis, 
Amariah  Curtis, 
Ananias  Aldrich, 


Ephraim  Hix, 
Edmund  Ingalls, 
Matheiean  Ballou, 
Richard  Peters, 
Ebenezer  Peter.", 
Ebenezer  Martin, 
Israel  Peter.s, 
John  Wollry, 
Ebenezer  Cole, 
Samuel  Carpenter, 
Jonathan  Jillson, 
John  Ellis, 
Leonard  Cass, 
Oliver  Capron, 
Azariah  Comstock, 
Seih  Ballou, 
Moses  Comstock, 
Ezra  Day, 
Stephen  KinistOD; 
Jeremiah  Bullock, 
Oliver  Hix, 
Abiel  Knap, 
Abner  Aldrich, 
Wile  Aldrich, 
Oliver  Mason, 
George  Cook, 
Nathan  Aldrich, 
Peter  Aldrich, 
Uriah  Harris, 
Artemas  Aldrich, 
Enoch  While, 
Paul  Handy, 
Holab  Smith, 
Aaron  Aldrich; 
Thomas  Boen, 
Joseph  Wing, 
John  Wing, 
Jonathan  Gaskill, 
John  Sprague, 
Israel  Phillips, 
Thomas  Honon, 
Silas  Gaskell, 
Paul  Boyce, 
James  Below, 
Silas  Below, 
Hezekiah  Thaiber, 
Jonathan  Sweet; 
Daniel  Peters. 


Richmond,  June  27,  1776. 
To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  : 

Those  do  certify  the  reasons  why  we,  the  subscribers,  do 
not  sign  the  resolutions  of  the  Congress,  in  taking  up  arms: 
We  do  not  believe  that  it  is  the  will  of  God  to  take  away 
the  lives  of  our  fellow-creatures ;  not  that  we  come  out 
against  the  Congress  or  the  American  liberties ;  but  when- 
ever we  are  convinced  to  the  contrary,  we  are  ready  to  join 
our  American  brethren  to  defend,  by  arms,  against  tlie  hos- 
tile attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and  armies. 

Amos  Boom,  Ananias  Aldrich,  Uriah  Harris, 

Thomas  Ballou,  Thomas  Horton,  Martin  Ellis, 

Enoch  White,  Luke  Cass,  Oliver  Mason, 

William  Cook,  Anthony  Harris,  Simeon  Thayer. 

Daniel  Read, 
John  Danly, 
August  30,  A.  D.  1776. 


Selectmen. 


signers    in    RINDGE. 


Abraham  Wetherbe, 
Jeremiah  Towne, 
William  Carlton, 
Nehemiah  Town, 
Benjamin  Bancroft, 
John  Simnnds, 
Amasa  Turner, 
Nathan  Hubbard, 
John  Page, 
John  Townshend, 
Ebenezer  Lock, 
Jeremiah  Chapman, 
Nathaniel  Russell, 
Jacob  Hobbs, 
John  Dean, 
Salmon  Stone, 
Enoch  Hale, 
Seth  Dean, 
Edward  Jewett, 
Jonathan  Sherwin, 
Abel  Stone, 
William  Russell, 
Nathaniel  Page, 
Solomon  CutkT, 
John  Demary, 
John  llandsom, 
Jonathan  Sawiell, 
John  Whitakcr, 
James  Crombie, 
John  Sherwin, 
James  Philbrick, 
Samuel  Tarbell, 
Paul  Fitch, 
Samuel  Sherwin, 
James  Wood, 
John  Hanaford, 
Richard  Kimball, 

» 

I 


Benjamin  Lovering, 
Henry  Godding, 
Joshua  Webster; 
Ebenezer  Shaw, 
Joel  Russell,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Carlton, 
Abel  Platts, 
Daniel  Davis, 
ZebuloB  Converse, 
Isaac  Wood , 
Benjamin  Gould, 
Jonathan  Ingalh, 
Josiah  Ingalls, 
Jeremiah  Norcross, 
Elisha  Perkins, 
Caleb  Winn, 
Jo.seph  Plats, 
Page  Norcross, 
Samuel  Walker, 
Aaron  Estcy, 
Ezekiel  Larnard, 
Simon  Davis,  Jun., 
Rich  Kimball,  Jun., 
Daniel  Russell, 
Jotham  Putnam, 
Stephen  Jewet, 
David  Hale, 
Nathaniel  Ingalls, 
Nehemiah  Bowers, 
Richard  Thompson, 
Samuel  Russell, 
Francis  Towne, 
Amos  Davis, 
Wil  iam  Davis, 
Moses  Hale, 
George  Lake, 
James  Streelor, 


Jonathan  Ball, 
John  Thomson, 
Ichabod  Thomson, 
Eleazer  ColKn, 
Jephthah  Richardson, 
Abijah  Haskell, 
Eliakim  Darling, 
Asa  Sherwin, 
Barnabas  Gary, 
Benjamin  Newman, 
Jehoshaphat  Grout, 
John  Lovejoy,  Jun., 
Othniel  Thomas, 
John  Buswell, 
Nehemiah  Porter, 
Daniel  Lake, 
Abel  Plats, 
Reuben  Page, 
Jonathan  Town,  Jun., 
Timothy  Wood, 
Solomon  Wh;tney, 
Israel  Adams, 
Simon  Davis, 
William  Robbins 
Jabez  Norcross, 
Abel  Perkins, 
Samuel  Page, 
Joel  Rus,sell, 
Ezekiel  Rand, 
John  Ellis, 
Jona.  Parker,  Jun , 
Jonathan  Towne, 
Thomas  Hutchinson, 
John  Fitch, 
Jonathan  Parker, 
Asa  Tyler, 
Samuel  Parker, 
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Ebenezer  Chaplin,  Richard  Davis,  Ezekiel  Jewett, 

John  Weiheibee,  James  Carllon,  Randall  Jarvis, 

Benjamin  Peirce,  Samuel  Paig,  Jan.,  Simeon  Ingalls, 

Jiihn  Emery,  Deliverance  Wilson,  Henry  Smiib, 

Ebenezer  Davis,  Jonathan  Stanley,  Joshua  Tyler, 

Samuel  Wliiting,  Jacob  Gould,  Daniel  Gray, 

James  Cutler,  Elijah  Rice,  William  Walton, 

Daniel  Rand,  Israel  Adams,  Jan.,  Levi  Mansfield, 

Oliver  Stevens,  Caleb  Huston,  Benjamin  Moore, 

Solomon  Rand,  John  Gray,  David  Adams, 

Jeremiah  Russell,  Nathaniel  Thomas,  Samuel  Adams, 

Samuel  Sianley,  David  Robbins,  Daniel  Adams. 

Joseph  Stanley,  Oliver  Gould, 

To  the  Honourable  General  Assembly,  or  the  Honourable 
Committee  of  Safety,  for  the  Colony  of  New-Hamp- 
shire : 

In  obedience  to  the  within  request,  we  have  desired  all 
the  males  in  this  Town  to  sign  the  within  Declaration,  (ex- 
cept those  that  are  excepted,)  and  they  have  all  signed. 

EnvvAKD  Jewett,      ")  e  z   <  f 

1  c  ( oelecttnen  of 

Jonathan  sherwin,  v     r>-    i 
AC  C     liindge. 

Abel  stone,  j 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  Rindge,  June  1,  177t). 


SIGNERS    IN    ROCHESTER. 


Ebenezer  Tebbets, 
James  How, 
Samuel  Fuibur, 
James  Chesley, 
Benjamin  Furbur, 
Jabrz  Dame, 
Barns.  Palmer, 
William  Allen, 
Daniel  Winsate, 
Joshua  Pearl, 
William  Evans, 
John  Plummer, 
Wm.  Chamberlain, 
Wm.  McDuffee, 
Richard  Furbur, 
John  Ham, 
John  Beargin, 
Ebenezer  Ricker, 
Timothy  Roberts, 
Stephen  Berrey, 
Samuel  Plummer, 
Abner  Dame, 
Lemuel  Bickford, 
John  Cook, 
William  Trickey, 
Daniel  Rogers, 
John  Brewster, 
Richard  Walker, 
Dan  el   Kimball, 
Benjamin  Rollins, 
Moses  tJammett, 
Thomas  Plummer, 
Joseph  Dame, 
Daniel  Watson, 
Joseph  Haven, 
Richard  Wentworth, 
Isaac  Wentworth, 
Avery  Hall, 
Josiah  Main, 
Wentworth  Hayes, 
Paul  Libbey, 
Isaac  Libbey, 
Thomas  Roberts, 
Mark  Hartford, 
Samuel  Alley, 
Jacob  Hanson, 
Daniel  Gar  and, 
James  Foster, 
Enoch  Hoit, 
Benjamin  Frost, 


James  Rogers, 
David  Laighton, 
James  Rogers,  3d, 
Samuel  Jones, 
Sam.  Chamberlain, 
Moses  Home, 
James  Downs, 
Thomas  Davis, 
Ichabod  Hayes, 
Moses  Hayes,  Jun., 
Naihaniel  Waison, 
Naih.  Waison,  Jun., 
Daniel  Hayes, 
John  Woodman, 
Ephraim  Wentworth, 
John  Trickey, 
Dotlavah  Garland, 
John  Trickey,  Jun  , 
Samuel  Twamhiey, 
Jona.  Twambley, 
James  Wentworth, 
Job  Clements, 
Stephen  Jenkins, 
Cornelius  Jenkins, 
Josiah  Fnlsom, 
Caleb  Wakeham, 
Samuel  Nule, 
Benjamin  Twambley, 
Ebenezer  Wentworth, 
Reuhen  Wentworth, 
James  Jackson, 
James  Dearing, 
Ebenezer  Horn, 
Ichabod  Rollins, 
Thomas  Drew, 
Moses  Hayes, 
William  Jennis, 
William  Jennis,  Jun., 
James  Knowles, 
William  Ham, 
Ebenezer  Chesley, 
Solomon  Perkins, 
Solo.  Perkins,  Jun., 
Samuel  Merrow, 
Samuel  Merrow,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Richards,, 
James  Horn, 
John  Richards, 
John  Richards,  Jun., 
Thomas  Furbur, 


Benjamin  Frost,  Jan.,  Abraham  Morrison, 


Eleazer  Coleman, 
Brodslreet  French, 
James  French, 
David  French , 
John  Ham,  Jun., 
Thomas  Ham, 
Joseph  Knight, 
Henry  Tebbels, 
James  Chamberlain, 
Thomas  Peevey, 
William  Knight, 
William  Wingale, 
Edward  Lock, 
Honking  Colebroth, 
Charles  Knight, 


Jonathan  Morrison, 
Daniel  Page, 
Joseph  Page, 
Joshua  Downing, 
Aaron  Jennis, 
John  Nute, 
Simon  French, 
Moses  Jennis, 
David  Jennis, 
Samuel  Robinson, 
William  Hodgdon, 
Paul  Jennis, 
Solomon  Drown, 
Joseph  Tucker, 


William  McNeal, 
Joseph  Drown, 
Aaion  Ham, 
Joseph  Jlles, 
Richard  Place, 
Ebenezet  Place, 
Alexander  Hodgdon, 
Alex.  Hodgdon,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Hoit, 
Thomas  Brown, 
John  Hammett, 
Mo>es  Brown,  • 
Jonathan  Bickford, 
Etlward  Tebbels, 
George  Place, 
James  Rogers,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Ham, 
Benjamin  Hayes, 
Samuel  Drown, 
Joseph  Walker, 
Joseph  Hayes, 
Ithamar  Seavey, 
Samuel  Seavey, 
Ebenezer  Garland, 
Diamond  Pearl, 
James  McDuffee, 
Turner  Whitehouse, 
John  Jennis, 
Elijah  Varney, 
Richard  Nutter, 
Henry  Allard, 
John  Place, 
Ephraim  Ham, 
Joseph  Walker,  Jun., 
Robert  Walker, 
Richard  Fnrbur,Jun., 
Beard  Plummer, 
Joseph  Thompson, 
John  Heard, 
Reuben  Heard,  Jun., 
Zebulon  Dame, 
Reuben  Heard, 
Josiah  Wentworth, 
Moses  Roberts, 
Jotham  Nutter, 
Gershom  Downs, 
John  Randell, 
Lemuel  Richardson, 
Moses  Downs, 
Benjamin  Copps, 
Joseph  Plummer, 
George  Willard, 
Jonathan  Pinkham, 
Caleb  Jackson, 
Sam.  Twambley,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Place,  Jun., 
Zebulon  Davis, 
Abraham  Cook, 
Edmund  Tebbets, 
Joseph  Jones, 
E  ihu  Wentworth, 
Sam.  Wingate,  Jun., 
N.  Wentworth,  Jun., 
Jashua  Corsen, 
Thos.  Brown,  Jun. 


The  following  persons  refuse  to  sign  the  annexed  Asso- 
ciation : 


James  Allen, 
John  Withrell, 
Ichabod  Cosen, 
Morris  Ellis, 
Thomas  Trickey, 
Solomon  Clark, 
Samuel  Wingate, 
Daniel  Jennis, 


Joseph  Heard, 
Benjamin  Heard, 
Tristram  Heard, 
Nathaniel  Garland, 
Benjamin  Bickford, 
Abraham  Searl, 
Jonathan  Hodgdon, 


William  Ellis, 
Samuel  Downing, 
Jonathan  Ellis, 
Joshua  Knight, 
Eilward  Varney, 
Stephen  Wentworth, 
Benjamin  Dame. 


Elijah  Tebbels, 
Elijah  Tebbets,  Jun. 
John  Tebbet.s, 
Ezekiel  Tebbets, 
Joseph  Tebbets, 
Muzzey  Gould, 
David  Tebbets, 
Robert  Tebbels, 


Mordecai  Varney, 
David  Varney, 
Moses  Varney, 
Moses  Varney,  Jun., 
Moses  Austin, 
Ebenezer  Varney, 
John  Cluuiman, 


Thomas  Cloatman, 
Jonathan  Dame, 
Isaac  'I'wambley, 
Benjamin  Meader, 
Nathaniel  Meader, 
Jonathan  Meader, 
Joseph  Meader. 


By  order  of  the  Committee.     A  true  copy. 

Attest :  Ebenezer  Tebbets,  C7ert. 

Rochester,  October  15,  1776. 


Samuel  Jenness, 
William  Davison, 
James  Perkins, 
Jonathan  Brown, 
Isaac  Dow, 
Moses  Seavey, 
S.imuel  Seavey,  Jr., 
Robinson  Treferrin, 
Nathan  Towl, 
Samuel  Seavey, 
Jeremiah  Bcriy,  Jr  , 
BenjaminGarland, 
Nathan  Goss, 
Peter  John.son , 
James  Lock, 
Joshua  Lock, 
James  Goss, 
John  Blunt, 
Levi  Towl, 
Simeon  Towl, 
Jonathan  Lock, 
Tristram  Sleeper, 
John  Jenness, 
Francis  Jenness, 
Jonathan  Jennes,*, 
Franc  is  Jen  ness,  J  r,. 
Job  Brown, 
Bickford  Lang, 
Nicholas  Dolbar, 
Jo.seph  Sevey, 
Joel  Aine, 
Olem  Lowel,  Jun., 
Samuel  Willis, 
Jonathan  Goss, 
Merrifield  Berry, 
Joseph  Parsons, 
Benjamin  Manlen, 
Nat.  Marden,  Jun., 
Samuel  Marden, 
Robert  Sanders, 
Robert  Sanders,  Jr., 


SIGNERS    IN    RYE. 

William  Marden, 

Samuel  Mnrry, 

Simon  Johnson, 

Benjamin  Marden, 

Job  Foss , 

Jonathan  Berry, 

George  Randall, 

Joseph  Hall, 

Jonathan  Towle,  Jr.,  John  Jenness. 

Jacob  Berry,  Samuel  Fenne 


John  Rand, 
William  Berry,  Jun., 
Ephraim  Damas, 
Levi  Goss, 
Solomon  Verrell, 
Reuben  Moultim, 
Jonathan  Philbrick, 
Nathaniel  Jenness, 


David  Smith,  Jun., 
Joseph  Marden, 
Naihiiniel  Rand, 
James  Hobbs, 
John  Lock,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Marden, 
Jeremiah  Lock, 
Joseph  Lock,  Jun., 
R  chard  Lock, 
Richard  Lock,  3d, 
Joseph  Lock, 
Alexander  Salter, 
Sam.  Knowles,  Jun., 


Jr., 
Richard  Jenness,  3d, 
Job  Jenness, 
Titus  Philbiick, 
Elijah  Lock, 
Peier  Johnson,  Sen., 
Peier  Garland, 
Nehemiah  Moulton, 
Wm.  Wormwood, 
David  Lock, 
Joseph  Philbrick, 
Elijah  Lock, 
Michael  Dalton, 
Job  Jenne.ss.Jun., 


William  Seavey,  Jr.,  Jonathan  Philbrick, 


Samuel  Hutchins, 
Joseph  Rand, 
Arthur  Lebbee, 
Amos  Seavey, 
James  Seavey, 
Sam.  Doust  Foss, 
Paul  Seavey, 
John  Webster, 
Ebenezer  Wallis, 
Joseph  Rand, 
Mark  Randall, 
Daniel  Muulion, 
Thtiraas  Watson, 
William  Seavy, 
Alexander  Lear, 


John  Rand, 
Nathaniel  Rand, 
Nathaniel  Marden, 
William  Morrison, 
Joseph  Seavey, 
Joseph  Yeaion, 
Waliis  Foss, 
Richard  Jenness,  Jr., 
Richard  Jenness, 
Jeremiah  Berry, 
Henry  Elkins, 
Abraham  Libbee, 
Simon  Gal  land, 
Samuel  Knowles, 
Samuel  Rand, 
Samuel  Elkins, 


Samuel  Wallis, 

Samuel  Wallis,  Jun.,  Reuben  Philbrick. 

According  to  the  above  precept,  we,  the  said  Selectmen 
of  Hye,  have  applied  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town,  and 
Ihey  have  signed  the  above  precept  in  full. 

Joseph  Jenness,    1 
Nathaniel  Rand,  >  iSe/ccimen. 
Richard  Brown,  j 


SIGNERS    IN    SALEM. 


The  undernamed  persons  are  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
Jind  do  not  choose  to  sisrn  : 


William  Hall, 
Amos  Dow, 
Evan  Jones, 
Naihaniel  Woodman, 
Joseph  Flanders, 
Jonathan  Ma.s,sey, 
D.iniel  Gordon, 
Benjamin  Mowbry, 
Raphu  Hall, 
Jonathan  Corlis, 
Moodv  Morse, 
John  Wheeler, 
Richard  Dow,  Jun., 
Jacob  Hardy, 
Nathaniel  Dow, 
John  Marland, 
Josiah   Flardy, 
Zach.  Woodber, 
Richard  Dow, 
Simon  Johnson, 
Alexander  Gordon, 
Phinehas  Swain, 
Timothy  Sargeant, 
Abraham  Amey, 
Seih  Patiee, 
Israel  Woodbury, 
John  Woodbury, 
Simeon  Foss, 
Joseph  Hull,  Jun., 
Jesse  Morrill, 
John  Merrill, 
Timothy  Merrill, 
Daniel  Corlis, 
Abraham  Dow, 
Solomon  Cole, 
James  Sanders, 
Richard  Kelley, 
Jonathan  Gordon, 
Timothy  Duston , 
Israel  Young, 
Daniel  Ladd, 


Richard  Hennesee, 
Sampson  Wheeler, 
Stephen  Wheeler, 
Abner  Wheeler, 
James  Hall, 
William  Smith, 
Samuel  Kelly, 
Nathaniel  Belknap, 
Jesse  Smith, 
Obadiah  Easiman, 
Timothy  Swan,  Jun., 
Thomas  Dow , 
J.\mes  Hastings, 
Jeremiah  Dow, 
Caleb  Duston, 
Joseph  Carllon, 
Joshua  Bailey,  Jun., 
Benoni  Rowell, 
David  Copp, 
Jeremiah  Foster, 
Samuel  Johnson, 
Henry  Little, 
John  Johnson, 
Albert  Petiingill, 
Jonathan  Hasseltine, 
Asahel  Siiiiih, 
Phineas  Gordon, 
John  Kinki  ad, 
Jonathan  Bailey, 
Samuel  D.  Day, 
Joseph  Wright, 
Joseph  Perkins, 
Timothy  Swan, 
Joshua  Swan, 
Asa  Mors, 
Soloinon  Smiih, 
James  Moreland, 
William  Moreland, 
Simon  Bradford, 
John  Bradford, 
John  Cuming, 


James  Corlis, 
James  Webster, 
Benjamin  Bixly, 
John  Carllon , 
Dudly  Currier, 
Silas  Wheeler, 
John  Curlier, 
Eliphelet  Knight, 
Thomas  Robinson, 
Naihaniel  Woodbury, 
Joseph  Hull, 
Daniel  Merrill, 
Hugh  Campbell, 
Hugh  Campbell,  Jr., 
Andrew  Campbell, 
Joshua  Baley, 
Peter  Dusion, 
Asa  Rowell, 
John  Laneker, 
Henry  Lankce.st, 
Abner  Bayley,  Pastor 

of  the  church, 
William  Sanders, 
Samuel  Sanders, 
Abiel  Astin, 
Ji'hn  Astin, 
William  Clough,  Jr., 
John  Clough, 
John  Lavet, 
Perley  Merrill, 
Adam  Cole, 
Oliver  Kimball,  Jr., 
Joshua  Hall, 
Josiah  Clough, 
William  Ayer, 
Israel  Ober, 
Joseph  Harriss, 
William  Clement, 
Chrislopher  Clement, 
Josiah  Thissel, 
Jon.  Bayley,  Jun., 
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Thomas  Maiglalon, 
William  Smith, 
Josepii  Cresey, 
Asa  Colby, 
William  Gordon, 
Richird  Messer, 
John  Moor  Bayley, 
David  Bayley, 


John  Lowell,  Jun., 
Henry  Woodbury, 
Samuel  Ayer, 
Jonathan  Stevens, 
David  Merrill, 
Benjamin  Bixly,  Jr., 
Edward  Patiee, 
Nathaniel  Gornell, 


Nehemiah  Staiiwood,  John  Ellmwood, 


John  Hasseliine, 
Barnard  Kimball, 
Daniel  Haselline, 
Thomas  Mu<  r, 
Benjamin  Wlieelin, 
Abijah  Wheeler, 
Asa  Dow, 


Nathan  Webster, 
Bejamin  Rawlings, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
Joseph  Ordway, 
John  Currier, 
Matthew  Taylor, 
Caleb  Clark. 


James  Hasting,  Jr., 
Timothy  Johnsim, 
Daniel  Massey, 
Richard  Kimball, 
John  Bayley, 
William  Tapley, 
Percy  Dow, 
Stephen  Currier, 
John  Bayley,  Jun., 
Abiel  Cross, 
Oliver  Kimball, 
Josiah  Rowell, 
William  Bailey, 
Nathaniel  Merrill, 
John  Smith, 
Israel  Hull, 
David  Nevins, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony 
of  New-Hampshire  : 

Gentlemen:  We,  the  subscribers,  having  shown  the 
Declaration  (commonly  called  the  Test  Bill)  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Salem,  as  by  your  Honours  directed,  have  found  a 
number  who  neglected  to  sign  said  Test  Bill ;  whose  names 
are  as  follows,  viz  : 

Robert  Young,  Wynian  Clongh, 

Jesse  Webster,  Wiiliain  Clough, 

William  Leach,  Daniel  Silver, 

Deacon  Th.  Douglass,  Webster  Emerson, 
Joseph  Merrill,  Jonathan  Tenny, 

Peter  Merrill,  Ebenezer  Page, 

Ebenezer  Woodbury,  Deacon  John  Kelly, 
Joshua  Heath,  Enos  Webster, 

David  Hall,  John  Ashly, 

Deacon  John  Hall ,      Samuel  Hilton, 

Daniel  Peasley,  Esq., 

Samuel  Clement, 

William  Hall, 

Amos  Dow,  ^  Selectmen  of  Salem. 

Richard  Messek,  j 
Salem,  August  27, 1776. 


John  Reith, 
Nathan  Asten , 


John  Chase, 
John  Clement, 
Captain  John  Allein, 
Robert  EUingwood, 
Henry  Saunders, 
Josiah  Rowel,  Jun., 
Philip  Rowel, 
Jacob  Rowel, 
William  Thom, 
Joseph  Leach, 
Daniel  Silver. 


I 


SIGNERS    IN    SALISBURY. 


Ebenezer  Johnson, 
Samnel  Scribner, 
John  Collins, 
Reuben  Greele, 
William  Nuton, 
Benjamin  Bean, 
Job  Heath, 
PhineliasBean, 
John  Jameson, 
John  Sanborn, 
Jacob  True, 
John  Gile, 
Moses  Elkins, 


Jacob  Garland, 
William  Eastman, 
JohnFifield, 
William  Searle, 
Abel  Tandey , 
Jeremiah  Weblo, 
Edward  Fifield, 
Moses  Garland, 
Edward  Heath, 
Ezra  Tucker, 
Eben  Tucker, 
Nathaniel  .Meloon, 
Hezekiah  Foster, 


Rev.  Jonathan  Searle,  Nat.  Meloon,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Webster,       Lido  Scribner, 


Robert  Smith, 
Andrew  PeitingiU, 
William  Calef, 
Leonard  Judkins, 
Jonathan  Fifield, 
E<lward  Eastman, 
Shubael  Grele, 
Benjamin  Huntoon, 
Jonathan  Cram, 
David  Pettingill, 
Joseph  Bartlett, 
John  Rowe, 
William  Webster, 


John  Been, 
Obadiah  P.  Fifield, 
Benjamin  Scribjer, 
Edward  Scribner, 
John  Scribner, 
Joseph  Marston, 
Moses  Sawyer, 
JohnChallis, 
Benjamin  Greele, 
John  Fellows, 
Ephraim  Colby, 
John  Webster,  Jun., 
Andr'w  Robinson,  Jr., 


Ananiah  Bonohon , 
Andrew  Bonohon, 
Daniel  Himtoon, 
Mo,ses  Selley, 
Gideon  Dow, 
Jacob  Cochran, 
Nathan  Colby, 
Joseph  French, 
Stephen  Call, 
Jacob  Bohonon , 
Joiin  Blown, 
Benjamin  Sanborn, 
Joseph  Basford, 
Daniel  Sewell, 
John  Webster, 
Israel  Webster, 
Robert  Barber, 
Nathaniel  Marston, 
Matthew  Pettingill, 
Ebenezer  Clifford, 
Reuben  Hoit, 
Joseph  Fifield, 
Abel  Elkins, 
Abraham  Fifield, 
Richard  Piermont, 
Daniel  Warren, 
Cutting  Stevens. 


This  may  certify  to  the  General  Assembly,  or  Committee 
of  Safety,  of  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  that  we,  the 
subscribers,  have  offered  the  within  Declaration  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Town  of  Salisbury,  and  they  sign  freely,  Mr. 
Sinlder  Bean,  and  Joseph  Bean,  Esq.,  excepted. 

Ebenezer  Webster,  }  r,  t    .  r  c  t  l 

T  171  >  selectmen  of  lialisbury. 

Jonathan  Fifield,     y  j  j 

Salisbury,  September  12,  1776. 


signers  in  s,vnbornton. 


Joseph  Woodman, 
Benjamin  Colby, 
Nicholas  Clark, 
Josiah  Emery, 
Robert  Smart, 
Eliphelel  Brown, 
Nathaniel  Burley, 
Jacob  Bumford, 
Stephen  Burley, 
John  Bryen, 
John  Clark, 
Isaac  Colby, 
B'rnjamin  Darling, 
William  Tomson, 
James  Cates, 
Richard  Beacham, 
John  Johnson, 
Satchel  Clark, 
David  Orr, 
John  Fulsom, 


Cheese  Taylor, 
Josiah  Samborn, 
Jacob  Smith, 
James  Gibson, 
Ebenezer  Morrison, 
John  Colby, 
Elisha  Cates, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Jonathan  Chase, 
Wm.  Durgin,  Jun., 
Josiah  Miles,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Eastman, 
Daniel  Fifield, 
Benjamin  Sanborn, 
Caleb  Gilmon, 
Moses  Gilmon, 
Joseph  Gilmon, 
John  Gule, 
Daniel  Gale, 
Wm.  Hayes,  Jun., 


Abijah  Sanborn, 
Jona.  Smith,  Jun., 
Ichabod  Swain, 
Timothy  Smith, 
John  Thorn, 
Moses  Thompson, 
Charles  Thomas, 
Cole  Weeks, 
Ebenezer  Sanborn, 
John  Lane, 
Nathaniel  Tilton, 
Enoch  O  its, 
Philip  Hunt, 
Moses  Randell, 
Daniel  Lavy, 
John  Robin.son, 
Samuel  Harper, 
Jonathan  Cass, 
Thomas  Rundlet, 
Thomas  Sinklar, 


Enoch  Ealy,  Joseph  Hoii,  Thomas  Cricket, 

David  Dusiin,  Andrew  Jewell,  Solomon  Copp, 

James  Cater,  Jun.,  Nicholas  Giles,  Elisha  Smith, 

Stephen  Gale,  Edward  Kelly,  Josiah  Sanborn, 

Aaron  Samborn,  Gideon  Leavitt,  Moses  Danforth, 

Jonathan  Taylor,  Samuel  Morrison,  Ebenezer  Gone. 

Daniel  Sanborn,  Jothain  Rawlins, 

To  the  Honourable  the  General  Court,  or  Committee  of 
Safety,  o/ New-Hampshire  : 
Pursuant  to  the  within  request,  the  inhabitants  of  said 
Sanbomton,  have  all,  except  one,  (Benjamin  Hoit,)  seve- 
rally subscribed  tlieir  names  hereunto. 

Aaron  Sanborn, 

]n  behalf  of  the  Selectmen. 
July  3,  1776. 


Samuel  Bean, 
John  Colby, 
Abner  Colby, 
David  Bennet, 
Orlando  Colby, 
David  Sargent, 
Reuben  Clough, 
Josiah  Cotton, 
Aruhe  aus  Hunt, 
James  TrH.s.sell, 
Peter  Collins, 
Henry  Page, 
Edmund  James, 
E.  Colby, 
Daniel  Watson, 
Stephen  Long, 
Samuel  Judkins, 
Benjamin  Flanders, 
Moses  Hook , 
Sherburne  Sanborn, 
Timothy  Tilton, 
David  Sanborn, 
Samuel  Sleeper, 
John  Sleeper, 
Jethro  Sanborn, 
Sherburn  TiUou, 
Isaac  Ladd, 
Oliver  Smith  Blake, 
Joseph  Draper, 
Nathaniel  Ingalls, 
Jonathan  Huse, 
Benjamin  Colbey, 
David  Straw, 
Jona,  Colbey,  Sen., 
Daniel  Stanford, 


SIGNERS    IN    SANDOWN, 

Charles  Pressey, 
Thomas  Wells, 
William  Rowel, 
Isnel  Huse, 
Samuel  Bennet, 
Sergenl  Wells, 
Jacob  Wells, 
Benjamin  Wells, 
Phineas  Baichelder, 
William  Bean, 
Nat.  Russell,  Jun,, 
Kben  Boslell, 
Nathaniel  Busel, 
Joiham  Huse, 
Zebadiah  Matson, 
John  Tucker, 
Ebenezer  Tucker, 
Jacob  I  ucker, 
John  Straw, 
John  Pierre, 
William  Ferren, 
Meshech  Gordy, 
Robert  Craford, 
John  Tilton, 
Benjamin  Hunkins, 
David  Tilton, 
John  Fuller, 
Samuel  Ingalls, 
Ezekiel  Eiaion, 
Isaac  Dow, 
David  Moullon, 
Joshua  George, 


Joshna  Harriman, 
Theophilus  Grifin, 
Thomas  Grifin, 
Peter  Grifin, . 
Moses  Heath, 
Asa  Heath, 
Moses  Grifin, 
Samuel  Wyatl, 
Humphrey  Clough, 
Nathan  Hunt, 
Samuel  Piitman, 
John  Heaise, 
Daniel  Kelly, 
Samuel  Keaise, 
Samuel  Daniels, 
Nathaniel  French, 
Benjamin  Taylor, 
John  Sanborn, 
David  Sleeper, 
Moses  Sanborn, 
Josiah  Fowler, 
Daniel  Davis, 
Richard  Grifin, 
Lemuel  Sanborn, 
Joseph  Tilton, 
Abraham  Hook, 
Thomas  Chase, 
Joseph  Bagley, 
Edward  Edmonds, 
Thomas  Fallows, 
Timothy  Fallows, 
Benjamin  Pilsbery, 


Jonathan  Whiteaker,  Joseph  Hunt, 
John  Collins,  Ela  Dow. 


In  obedience  to  the  within,  we  have  requested  the  Parish 
to  sign  this  instrument ;  and,  in  obedience,  the  Parish  have 
all  signed,  but  those  whose  names  are  here  underwritten. 

The  names  of  those  that  refused  to  sign  :  Ichabod  Shato, 
Esq.,  Benjamin  Shaw,Comet Daniel Fitts,  Thomas  Cotton, 
William  Woodward,  Folensby  Shaw,  Joshua  Stevens. 

Samuel  Stevens  did  not  sign,  but  is  since  gone  into  the 
war. 

Moses  Hook,       'J 

Reuben  Clough,  ^^  Selectmen  of  Sundown. 

Ela  Dow,  j 


SIGNERS    IN    SANDWICH. 


Isaac  George, 
Nathaniel  Knowls, 
Henry  Weed, 
Richard  Sinkler, 
Jeremiah  Page, 
David  Bean , 
Christopher  Topan, 
Bagly  Weeck, 
Samuel  Brown, 
Jonathan  Page, 
John  Page, 
John  Prescott, 
Jacob  Smith, 


Israel  Gillman, 
Simeon  Smiih, 
Eliphelel  Mansfield, 
Enoch  True, 
Joseph  Hoyt, 
Thomas  Berley, 
Daniel  Beede, 
Eliiis  Ladd, 
Elias  Smith, 
Nathaniel  Ethridge, 
B»n,  Atkinson, 
John  Glidden , 


Benjamin  Bean, 
Edward  Smith, 
John  Ladd, 
Jeremiah  Hilton, 
Dan  if  1  Beede,  Jun., 
Micah  Rice, 
Joshua  Prescot, 
Benj,  Blanchard, 
Josiah  Bean , 
Edward  Wells, 
Elias  Ladd,  Jun., 
Nathaniel  Scribner. 


In  pursuance  of  the  within  request,  we  have  asked  all 
male  inhabitants  of  Sandwich,  who  are  above  twenty -one 
years  old,  to  sign  the  within  Declaration. 

The  names  of  those  that  refuse  to  sign,  are  as  follow,  viz 

Jacob  Jewell,  Benjamin  Scribner,  Moses  Weed,  Nathaniel 

Weed,  Henry  Weed,  Jun.,  Mark  Jewell,  Jacob  Weed,  Nathan 

Beede,  and  Aaron  Beede. 

Test :  Mark  Jewell,      }  c<  j    .         v  c<    j    •  i 

T  D  >  Selectmen  of  dandxmch. 

Joshua  Pkescot,  j  *^ 

June  15, 1776. 


SIGNERS  IN  S.4VILLE,  CROYDON,  AND  NEWPORT. 

Benjamin  Giles, 
Aaron  Buck, 
Jeremiah  Jenks, 


Simuel  Hurd, 
Josiah  Stevens, 
EzraDarnvIe, 
GUes  Keleg, 


Ephraim  Towne, 
Joel  Bailey, 
Benjamin  Bragge, 
Lemer  Kelev, 
Abraham  Buell, 
Jesse  Willcocks, 
Jesse  Kelley, 


William  Stannan, 
Jesse  Line, 
Absalom  Keley, 
David  Brown, 
Roswell  Kelley, 
Joseph  Buel, 
Phinehas  Willcocks, 
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Josiah  Dudley, 
Nailian  Flint, 
Nathan  Woodbury, 
Daniel  Dudley, 
Robert  Lane, 
Jedediah  Reynolds, 
Jed.  Reynolds,  Jun., 
James  Church, 
Isaac  Newion', 
Ebinezer  Merrill, 
Amos  Hall, 
Jesse  Bailey, 
John  Lane, 
David  Brown, 
Uriah  Wilcox, 


Isaac  Sanger, 
Moses  Whipple, 
Samuel  R.  Hall, 
John  Sanger, 
Jacob  Leiand , 
David  Warrin, 
Daniel  Emerson, 
Joseph  Hall, 
Seth  Chase, 
Abner  Brisham, 
Bezalcel  Gleason, 
James  How, 
Stephen  Powers, 
Benjamin  Powers, 
Samtiel  Whipple, 


Phinehs5  Sanger, 
David  Powers, 
David  Siockwill, 
Elea/.er  Leiand, 
Jacob  Hall, 
Phinehas  Hewlon, 
Nathaniel  Wheeler, 
Amos  Hager, 
Seih  Wheeler, 
Benjamin  Thompson, 
Abijah  Hall, 
Timothy  Fisher, 
Benjamin  Thomson, 
Thomas  Whippie, 
Jdhn  Cooper. 


Benjamin  Swinerlon, 
The  inhabitants  of  Newport,  who  are  required,  have  all 
signed  this  Association. 

JosiAH  Stevens,  ^ 

Samuel  Hurd,     ^  Selectmen  of  Netoport. 
.Aaron  Buck,       ) 
Newport,  June  20, 1776. 


Robert  Woodward, 
John  Bevens,  (a  Sa- 

ville  man.) 
William  McBreney, 
Ephraiin  Bradbury, 
Samuel  Gunnison, 
Geery  Walker  Lear, 


Joseph  Lear, 
Benjamin  Howard, 
Eleazer  Si.sco, 
Joshua  Gage, 
Benjamin  Thurston , 
Daniel  Grendel , 


Samuel  Thurbur, 
William  Sisco, 
Daniel  Shurburne, 
Benjamin  Rand, 
William  Lang, 
Michael  Bowden. 


Croydon,  July  G,  1776. 

Those  whose  names  are  above  are  inhabitants  of  this 
Town. 

Edward  Hall,  Ezekiel  Powers,  John  Powers,  and  John 
Cooper,  refiised  to  set  their  names  to  this  paper. 

John  Cooper,       ?  o  j   ., 

MwT  /■  Selectmen. 

OSES   Whipple,  ) 

The  inhabitants  of  Saville,  who  are  required,  have  all 
signed  this  Association. 

Samuel  Gunnison,     ^  r    j  t    t/-    /•  c    m 
Benjamin  Thurbur,}^"  behalf  of  Savdk. 


Saville,  July  15,  1776. 


John  McCleary, 
Thomas  Stuart, 
Nathan  Taylor, 
John  Green, 
John  Warner, 
Samuel  Moory, 
James  Moory, 
Philip  Raley, 
Tristram  Cheney, 
John  Cheney, 
Joseph  Boyd, 
Daniel  Miltimor, 
Alexander  Jameson, 
William  Smith, 
James  Aiken, 
Isaac  Butterfield, 
Robert  Rogers, 
James  Gregg, 
Alexander  Parker, 
James  Hopkins, 
James  Duncan, 
Matthew  Templeton 
Morish  Lynch, 
John  Duncan, 
Robert  Duncan, 
P.  White, 
Henry  French, 
Henry  Erench,  Jun. 
James  French, 
Obadiah  French, 
Daniel  French, 
Elihtt  French, 
Isaac  Brown, 
Reuben  Currier, 
Robert  Long, 


SIGNERS    IN    SOCIETY 

William  Graves, 
Josiah  Rogers, 
David  Graves, 
Stephen  Rogers, 
Samuel  PeiVce, 
William  Cooper, 
Humphry  Peirce, 
Moses  Peirce, 
H.  Pearce, 
Thomas  Shepherd, 
Richard  Fiits, 
Nathan  Fit;.?, 
Eliphclet  Merrill, 
James  Hedlock, 
Philip  Flanders, 
Jacob  Jones , 
Josiah  Sawyer, 
Richard  Sawyer, 
Israel  Sawyer, 
Ezekiel  Clough,  Sen 
Nathan  Currier, 
Challis  Currier, 
John  Currier, 
Richard  Currier, 
Levis  Hedloclc, 
Jacob  Barnard, 
John  Pilsbery, 
Enos  George, 
Parker  Flanders, 
Ebenezer  Colby, 
Ezekiel  Flanders, 
Timothy  Flanders, 
Daniel  Jones, 
Nicholas  Currier, 
Nathaniel  Rowell, 


Timothy  Huntington,  Josiah  Dole, 
Nathaniel  Flanders 


LAND. 

Jonathan  Da)'s, 
Timothy  Pinkerton, 
Edmund  Pillsbury, 
Barnard  Currier, 
Ephraim  Carter, 
Abel  French, 
Benjamin  Clough, 
Abel  Brown, 
N.  Noyes, 
Thomas  Pexbury, 
Merrill  Flanders, 
Onesiphorus  Page, 
Richard  C.  Flanders, 
Richard  Collins, 
Philip  Osgood, 
Ezekiel  French, 
Joseph  Jones,  Jun., 
Joseph  Jones, 
Joseph  Merrill, 
Barnard  Flander,s, 
Philip  Flanders, 
Thomas  Currier, 
Jonathan  Trasa, 
Benjamin  Brown, 
Enoch  Page, 
Richard  Gtule, 
Moses  French, 
Jacob  Dole, 
Daniel  Page, 
Ebenezer  French,  Jr., 
Henry  Trull, 
Benjamin  Barnard, 
Josiah  Flanders, 
Eliphclet  Merrill,  Jr., 
Daniel  Colby, 
William  Clough. 


Provided  that  the  act  or  advice  of  the  said  Continental 
Congress  be  complied  with  respecting  Minute-men,  I  sub- 
scribe, MosES  Flanders. 

Agreeable  to  the  within,  we  have  desired  the  males  in  said 
Town  to  sign  the  Declaration  on  this  paper.  It  hath  been 
complied  with  by  all  so  desired,  excepting  those  whose  names 
are  hereafter  mentioned  :  Jeremiah  Flanders,  Josiah  Flan- 
ders, Jeremiah  Flanders,  Jun.,  Christopher  Flanders. 
Abel  French,  V  ^  t  . 
Joseph  Merrill,  I '^^^^'^"^»- 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,       > 
Southampton,  June  '24,  1776. ) 

signers  in  stratham. 

Daniel  Clark,  WilliamCha.se,  Samuel  Lane,  Jun., 

Andrew  French,  Jan.,  Daniel  French,  Benjamin  Green, 


Samuel  Foster, 
John  Dearborn, 
Simon  Wiggin, 
Nicholas  Rawlings, 
Mark  Wiggin, 
Abraham  Tilion, 
Joshua  Avery, 
Samuel  Piper, 
Dudly  L.  Chase, 
Stephen  Cate, 
David  Smith, 
Noah  Wiggin, 
F.lisha  French, 
Samuel  Giles, 
Samuel  Boynton, 
Joseph  Clark,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Barker, 
Samuel  Lane, 
Joseph  Adams,  Jun  , 
Justin  Wiggin,  Jun. 
Thomas  Odel, 
Winihrop  Wiggin, 
John  Stockbridge, 


Joshua  Lane, 
J.  Stevens, 
Samuel  Goodwin, 
Joshua  Rawlins, 
John  Robinson, 
Jusiin  Wiggin, 
Wheler  Butly, 


James  Kelley, 
Moses  Chase, 
Joseph  Fifield, 
Samuel  Galley, 
Edward  Mason, 
John  Rundlett, 
William  Calley, 


AndrewWiggin,  Jun  ,  Jonathan  Leaviit, 

Joseph  Mason,  Jun.,    William  Miore, 

Joseph  Smith, 

Paul  Hurley, 

John  Taylor, 

Jonathan  Rawlings, 

Francis  Mason, 


David  Jewell, 
Benjamin  Leaviit, 
Edward  Taylor, 
Jotham  Rawlins, 
Taylor  Clark, 
Jacob  Rundlet, 
Jonathan  Hoit, 
Ezra  Barker, 
Jonathan  Robinson, 


Jonathan  Piper,  Jun.,  Frederick  Merrill, 
Jonathan  Levit,  Jun.,  Josiah  Leaviit, 


Chase  Wiggin, 
Daniel  Pickerin, 
John  Piper, 
Isaac  Gos.s, 
Bicklord  Kennison, 
Henry  Kenni.son, 
John  Foss, 
Joseph  Hill, 
John  Crockett, 
Samuel  Piper,  Jun., 
David  Crockett, 
John  Burley, 
Samuel  Wiggin, 
Joseph  Adams, 
John  Lupy, 
Daniel  Mason, 


Joses  Randall, 
Maithew  Jameson, 
William  Callyin, 
Jonathan  Sibley, 
David  Haniford, 
Joseph  Norris, 
William  French, 
Isaac  Leaviit, 
Samuel  Chapman, 
Joshua  Wingiite, 
Joseph  Thiiston, 
Daniel  Jewell, 
John  Sinkler, 


Richard  Rust, 
Walter  Wiggin, 
Coiton  Dockum, 
Jo>eph  Handerson, 
Jude  Allen,  Jun., 
Henry  Moore, 
John  Siockbiidge,  Jr., 
William  Potlle, 
Andrew  French, 
John  Avery, 
William  Fiench, 
Richard  Wiggin, 
Solomon  Smith,  jun., 
Samuel  Smith, 
David  Robinson, 
Benjamin  Merrill, 
James  Merrill, 
William  Pottle,  Jun., 
Josiah  Allen, 
Joseph  Merrill, 
Andrfw  Wiggin,  3d, 
Sargeant  Whitcher, 
Joseph  Clark, 
Israel  Slockbridge, 
Jacob  Jewell, 
Abraham  Stockbridge, 
Nathaniel  Wiggin ,  3d, 
Thomas  Vesey,  Jr., 
Jonathan  Piper, 


Jonathan  Chase,  Jan.,  Ephraim  Crocket, 
Samuel  Leaviii,  William  Bilagh, 

Thomas  Veasty,         John  Juannirs. 


William  Moor,  Sen., 

Agreeable  to  the  instructions  given  us,  we,  the  Selectmen 

and  Committee,  have  done  all  in  our  power  for  the  purpose 

within  mentioned ;  and  all  the  persons  within  are  voluntary 

signers.  c  wr 

"  SIMON  Wiggin, 

Daniel  Clark, 

Jonathan  Wiggin,      \  Selectmen  and 

MosEs  Clark,  f    Committee. 

Nicholas  Rawlings, 

Jonathan  Robinson,, 

Stratham,  September  3, 1776. 


Ebenezer  Barker, 

Nathan  Barker, 

Moses  Clark, 

Jonathan  Chase, 

John  Clark, 

Edward  Chase, 

James  Darborn, 

Capt.  Joseph  Hoyt, 

Daniel  Hoyt, 

Joseph  Hoag, 

N.  Ho9g,  (ffl  Friend.)  Nicholas  Meriner, 

John  Hill,  Nathaniel  Piper, 

William  Ha.sh,  Stephen  Piper, 

Jonathan  Jewett,  Nathan  Piper, 

The  above  names  are  those  that  refuse  to  sign  the  AssO' 

elation  paper.     From  your  humble  servants, 

Simon  Wiggin, 

Daniel  Clark, 

Jonathan  Wiggin, 

Moses  Clark, 

Nicholas  Rawlings, 

Jonathan  Robinson,, 

Stratham,  September  3,  1776. 


Jacob  Low,  Samuel  Poitel, 

Enoch  Merrill,  Benjamin  Piper, 

Elijah  Meader,  Richard  Scammon, 

Thomas  Moore,  Richard  Sincklear, 

Cornet  Thos.  Moore,  Isaac  Stockbridge, 
William  Moore,  3d,  Nathaniel  Stevens, 
Exeter  Moore,  Stephen  Thrusion, 

Joseph  Ma.son,  Andrew  Wiggin, 

Capt.  George  March,  Samuel  Wiggin,  Jr., 
Enoch  Merrill,  Jun.,  Joseph  Wiggin, 

Nathaniel  Wiggin,  Jr., 
Rev.  Pain  Wmgaie, 
Doct.  Sam.  Shephar 
Nathaniel  Wiggin, 


Selectmen  and 
Committee. 


Wolston  Brockway, 
Joshua  Dane, 
Samuel  Smith, 
Nathan  Haywatd, 
Jonathan  Carpenter, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
Abia  Crane, 
Jonathan  Smith, 
Samuel  McCurdy, 
John  McCurdy, 
William  Hay  ward, 
Joseph  Whitney, 
Joshua  Dane, 
Nathaniel  Dane, 


SIGNERS    IN    SURRY. 

Thomas  Smith, 
Peter  Hayward, 
Ichabod  Smith, 
Obadiah  Wilcox, 
Thomas  Dane, 
Joshua  Fuller, 
William  Barran, 
Moses  Ware, 
John  Marvin, 
Delebarn  Delelance, 
Abel  Alien, 
Eliphelei  DaHe, 
Ebenezer  Daniels, 
Moses  D.  Field , 


Obadiah  Wilcox, 
Thomas  Redding, 
Trisley  Chapin, 
Job  Gleason, 
Job  Glea.>^on,  Jun., 
Abner  Skinner, 
Aaron  Chapin, 
Hiram  Chapin, 
Cornelius  Smith, 
Thomas  Harvey, 
Joshua  Fuller,  Jun., 
Nathan  Carpenter, 
Benjamin  Carpenter, 
Charles  Rice. 


In  compliance  with  the  within  request,  we  have  offered 
the  same  to  every  person  required,  and  no  one  has  refused 

°      '  Obadiah  Wilcox,^ 

Thomas  Harvey,    >  Selectmen. 

Thomas  Darte,     j 

Province  of  New-Hampshire,  Cheshire, ) 
Surrry,  May  31,  A.  D.,  1776.     ) 
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SIGNERS    IN    TEMPLE. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  solemnly  profess  our  entire 
willingness,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  with  arms, 
to  oppose  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and 
annies  against  the  United  American  Colonies,  whenever, 
and  to  such  a  degree  as  such  attempts  of  Britain  may  re- 
quire. 

Elias  Cnlburn, 
Robert  Flelcher, 
Peter  Wheeler,  Jun., 
John  Craigin,  Jun., 
Ephraim  Heald, 
Stephen  Putman, 
Ehenezer  Darny, 
Joseph  Heald, 
Joshua  Foster, 
Isaac  Brewe, 


Joshua  Todd, 

Nathaniel  Ball, 

Ezekiel  Goodals, 

Francis  Blood, 

Stephen  Garlin, 

Samuel  Webster, 

Gershom  Druty, 

Oliver  Heald, 

Peier  Wheeler, 

Ezekiel  Jewet, 

A rchelausCummings,  Stephen  Cobb, 


Peter  Felt, 
Zachariah  Emery, 
Z^dekiah  Drurey, 
Benjamin  Byames, 
Jonathan  Avery, 
John  Everett, 
Silas  Angler, 
Edward  Spalford, 
John  Crogin, 
Aaron  Marshall, 
Thomas  Marshall, 
Abraham  Shelden, 
Caleb  Bancroft, 
Francis  P.  Cragin, 
Jonathan  Morse, 
Peter  Davis, 
James  Foster, 


William  Drury, 
David  Townsend, 
Amos  Emery, 
Benjamin  Tenney, 
Zebediah  Johnson, 
Silas  R.  Stickney, 
John  Brown, 
Joseph  Richardson, 
Peter  Heald, 
Jonathan  Drury, 
Benjamin  Cutter, 
William  Manson, 
Samuel  Bernap, 
Joseph  Richards, 
Samuel  Howard, 
Samuel  Holt, 
Josiah  Stone, 


Ephraim  Brown, 
BenjaiTiin  Cragin, 
Caleb  May  wood, 
Ebenezer  Cobb, 
John  Stiles, 
Zebediah  Dinson, 
Enos  Goodale, 
George  Start, 
John  Siart, 
David  Fuller, 
Joshua  Fiits, 
Selii  Cobb, 
Abijah  Goold, 
Jacob  Foster, 
Eliot  Powers, 
David  Spafford, 
Abraham  Dinsmore, 
Archelaiis  Willson, 
Aaron  Fell, 
Gideon  Powers, 
Elijah  Mansfield, 
Daniel  How, 
Timothy  Aiten, 
John  Patten, 
Nathaniel  Shattuck, 
Stephen  Sanders, 
Andrew  Lane, 
Peter  Brown. 


The  following  persons  refuse  to  sign  any  Association  to 
defend  America  by  arms  against  the  hostile  attempts  of  Bri- 
tain :  Joseph  Putnam,  Jacob  Putman,  and  Joseph  Gills. 

John  Cragin,      ^ 

Oliver  Heald,  >  Selectmen  of  Tempk. 

George  Start,  j 

To  the  General  Assemlly,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  for 
New-Hampshire. 

We  produced  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town,  in  Town- 
meeting,  the  paper  proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Safety 
to  be  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony.  Few,  if 
any,  of  the  inhabitants,  were  willing  to  engage  and  promise 
as  there  proposed,  to  oppose,  by  arms,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and  armies, 
as  this  seemed  to  the  inhabitants  plainly  to  imply  far  more 
than  any  common  inlistment  into  the  service,  even  engaging 
as  soldiers  directly  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
As  to  exerting,  ourselves  faithfully  when  engaged,  this,  at 
least,  was  within  the  compass  of  our  power ;  but  it  did  not 
appear  to  the  inhabitants  prudent  or  necessary  for  any,  or 
in  any  degree  lawful,  for  all  thus  to  engage.  The  town  di- 
rectly adopted  the  form  of  Association  signed  on  this  paper, 
which  they  and  we  hope,  expresses  all  required  by  tlie  Ge- 
neral Congress. 

John  Cragin,      ) 

Oliver  Heald,  >  Selectmen  of  Temple. 

George  Start,   \ 


IN    WAKEFIELD. 


David  Copp, 
Nathaniel  Balch, 
Samuel  Willey, 
John  Wentworlh, 
Joseph  Perkins, 
Simeon  Dearborn, 
John  Home, 
Joseph  Maicham, 
Daniel  Hall, 
Ebenezer  Cook, 
Jacob  Wiggin, 
William  Moor, 
William  Bla.sdeU, 
Richard  York, 
John  Carr, 
John  Wets, 
David  Ham, 
Eli.sha  Piper, 
Samuel  Allen,  Jun., 
Nathaniel  Balch,  Jun 


SIGNERS 

Nathaniel  Mardogh, 
John  Wingate, 
John  Cook, 
Eliphelet  Philbrook, 
Benjamin  Philbrook, 
Richard  York, 
Samuel  Sherburne, 
Samuel  Hains, 
Jeremiah  Lieman, 
Andrew  Lieman, 
Jere.  Lieman,  Jun., 
John  Gilman, 
Jonathan  Gilman, 
Jona.  Gilman,  Jun , 
Noah  ICimbnII, 
Benjamin  Perkins, 
Josiah  Wiggin, 
John  York, 
Joseph  Hains, 
Samuel  Hall, 
Moses  Cepps , 


Stephen  Hawkens, 
Joseph  Sanborn, 
Joseph  Leavit, 
Robert  Hardy, 
Nathaniel  Cook, 
Thomas  Parkins, 
Jonathan  Palmer, 
Jonathan  Copp, 
Samuel  Saunders, 
John  Kimball, 
Rest  Kimeser, 
Clement  Steele, 
ClementSteele,  Jun., 
Samuel  Allen, 
Abner  Allen, 
Josiah  Page, 
Tobias  Hanson, 
Simeon  Wiggin, 
Reuben  Davis, 
Henry  Robens. 


SIGNERS    IN    VVEARE. 

William  Diisten, 
William  Whilker, 
Moses  Currier, 
E.  Ferrin, 
A^a  Whiicher, 
Timothy  Clough, 
Timothy  Buxbery, 
Jonathan  Alwood, 
Caleb  Alwood, 
EbenMudget, 
Aaron  Quimbe, 
Isaac  Tripling, 
Mo.ses  Uuimbe, 
Jesse  Clement, 
Samuel  Selley, 
Jonathan  Wadlock, 
Samuel  Easman, 
Joiiathan  Woorltily, 
Samuel  Orduay, 
John  Colly,  Jun., 
Thomas  E^niiB, 
Jesse  Bayley, 
Daniel  Bailey, 
Timothy  Worthley, 
Stephen  Emerson, 
E.  Cram, 
Elijah  Gove, 
Caleb  Whilaker, 
Isaac  Sargent, 
Thomas  Worthly, 
Timothy  George, 
Joseph  Huse, 
Peter  Rogers,  Jun., 
Joshua  McField, 
Samuel  Brockelbank, 
Ephraim  Emerson, 
George  Hoyt, 
Mo,ses  Hoyt, 
Jonathan  Clement, 
Ezra  Clement, 
Jolham  Tuttle, 
Mark  Flood, 
Philip  Sargennt, 


Thomas  Wortley, 
John  Robie, 
Ephraim  Jones, 
Sabbeus  Emery, 
Jesse  Blake, 
John  Blake, 
Ezekiel  Kimball, 
Thomas  Kimball, 
Ezekiel  Carr, 
Thomas  Evans, 
Winthrop  Clough, 
Benjamin  Silly, 
Jeiemlah  Page, 
Samuel  Ayer, 
Benjamin  Page, 
Nathaniel  Weed, 
Ezra  Piilsbery, 
David  Parson, 
IihSmar  Eaton, 
Reuben  Martain, 
Samuel  Straw, 
Obadiah  Eaton, 
Abner  Hoit, 
Israel  Straw, 
Samuel  Paige, 
Lemuel  Paige, 
Jonathan  Paige, 
Samuel  Paige,  Jun., 
Enoch  Sweat, 
Robert  Alcocic, 
Paul  Dnsten, 
Caleb  Emery, 
John  .Muzzey,      , 
John  Worth, 
Joseph  Kimball, 
Samuel  Philbrick, 
Jabez  Morrill, 
Simon  Perkins, 
Nathan  Cram,  Jun., 
Dudley  Chase, 
Jonathan  Blasdell, 
John  Webster, 
Joseph  George , 
Elijah  Green, 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  (^  Safety  of  this  Colony : 

Whereas,  we,  the  Selectmen  of  Weare,  have  caused  this 

Declaration  to  be  signed  by  a  number  of  men  who  appear 

to  be  well  associated  to  defend  by  arms  the  United  Colonies, 

against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  fleets  and  armies. 

John  Robie,        7  e  t   v  r  if/ 

T  uj      '        y  Selectmen  of  rVeare. 

Jabez  Morrill,  3  •' 

Colony  of  New-Hamp-hire,  Weare,  June  6,  I77G. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony: 
Gentlemen  :  Whereas,  we,  the  Selectmen  of  Weare,  have 
received  a  Declaration  from  you  to  sign  by  the  inhabitants  of 
said  Weare ;  we  have  acted  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
Declaration.  We  make  return  of  all  who  refuse  to  sign  the. 
Declaration,  a  list  of  their  names  on  this  paper. 

John  Robie,       l^.fe^^^^  „f  jf^„^^ 
Jabez  Morrill,  3  •' 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  Weare,  June  6,  1776. 

A  list  of  men's  names  called  Qualcers  : 

John  Gove,  Edmund  Jonson, 


Samuel  Caldwell, 
Joseph  Hadlock, 
Joseph  Q.uembe, 
Daniel  Hadley, 
Seth  Thomson, 
Benjamin  Flanders, 
John  Newell, 
Timothy  Corles, 
Joseph  Hadlock.Jun., 
David  Moulton, 
John  Mudget, 
Jo.seph  Emons, 
John  Simons, 
Ebenezer  Bailey, 
Philip  Hoit, 
Nathan  Cram, 
Daniel  Galigher, 
Jacob  Graves, 
Isaac  Ransdell, 
Josiah  Crown, 
Joseph  Huntoon, 
Moses  Hoyt,  Jun., 
Jacob  Tuxbury, 
Nicodemus  Watson, 
Samuel  Worihen, 
John  Ardoway, 
Daniel  Gould, 
Joseph  Dalis, 
Moses  Folonsbury, 
Joseph  Webster, 
John  Corley, 
Jonathan  Martain, 
Nathan  Goal, 
John  Huntington, 
Thomas  Colby, 
Jedediah  Cram, 
Timothy  Colis,  Jun., 
Moses  Flood, 
John  Fair, 
Simeon  Hovey, 
James  Emerson, 
Warde  Emerson , 
William  Cluemby. 


Jonathan  Dow, 
Daniel  Page, 
Nathaniel  Peaslee, 
Silas  Peaslee, 
Benjamin  Peaslee, 
Jonathan  Peaslee, 
Ebenezer  Peaslee, 
Caleb  Peasee, 
Isaiah  Green, 
Isaiah  Green,  Jun., 
Elijah  Purenton, 
Hezekiah  Purenton 
Jeremiah  Green, 
Michael  Green, 


Samuel  CoUings, 
John  Gove,  Jun., 
Johnson  Gove, 
Stephen  Gove, 
Daniel  Gove, 
E  isha  Gove, 
Jedediah  Dow, 
Ebenezer  Breed, 
Zephaniah  Breed, 
Jonathan  Estes, 
Jonathan  Osborn, 
John  Hodgedon, 
Enoch  Jonson, 


James  Buxton, 
Joseph  Parkins, 
John  Chase, 
Samuel  Hovy, 
Samuel  Huntinton, 
Samuel  Bailey, 
John  Jewell,  Jun., 
George  Hadley, 
Nathaniel  Curtis, 
Abraham  Meloon, 
A.sa  Heath, 
Joseph  Webster,  Jun. 


SIGNERS    IN   WESTMORELAND. 


Eliphelet  Uuimby, 
According  to  the  request  of  the  honourable  Committee  of 
Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  this  instrument 
has  been  presented  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Town,  and  uni- 
versally approved  of  and  signed  by  them. 

Jacob  Wiggin,  7  o  j    ., 

ivT  A,f  >tSelectti 

Nathan  Murdoch,  y 

Wakefield,  September  II,  1776. 


tmcn. 


Jonathan  Holton, 
William  Hutchins, 
Israel  Amesbury , 
Daniel  Whitman, 
AbielEddy, 
Isaac  Cobb, 
Daniel  Cobb, 
James  Butterfield, 
Benjamin  Peire, 
Ebenezer  Brotlon, 
Ebenezer  Bailey, 
Joseph  Wilboin , 
Henry  Chamberlain, 
Abner  Howe , 
Joseph  Packerd, 
David  Wathenell, 
Ephraim  Leonard, 
Jacob  Leach , 
Joseph  Burt, 
Ebenezer  Knowlton, 


David  Britton, 
Ezekiel  Woodward, 
Nathaniel  Wilbore, 
William  Briiton, 
David  Silbure, 
Benjamin  Aldrich, 
Luther  Bailey, 
Roger  Conent, 
John  Snow, 
Stephen  Dutton, 
Benjamin  Gusen, 
Jonathan  Willis, 
Seth  Britton, 
Jonas  Butterfield, 
Artemus  Witt, 
Ephraim  Wetherel, 
Ephraim  Warner, 
Jonathan  Sawyer, 
Caleb  Aldrich, 
Samuel  Howe, 


Thos.  Chamberlain , 
Henry  Walton, 
Harrideu  Wheeler, 
Zephaniah  Leach, 
Josiah  Leach,  Jr., 
Jeremiah  Leach, 
Enos  Burt, 
Jede.  Chamberlain, 
Josiah  Dodge, 
Caleb  Briggs, 
Jonathan  Cole,  Jr., 
Aaron  Chandler, 
Ebenezer  Robbins, 
David  Johnson, 
Daniel  Johnson, 
Ebenezer  Pierce, 
Daniel  Pierce, 
Waitslill  Scott, 
Amos  Peirce, 
Elias  Gates, 
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John  Chamberlain, 
William  Brickway, 
Joseph  While, 
John  Cole , 
John  Sc.iit, 
Nahnin  Goodenow, 
Noah  Whitman, 
Nehcmiah  Maw, 
Gideon  Burnham, 
Jeremiah  Tmkham, 
Ephraiiii  Kobbins, 
Joshua  Warner,  Jun. 
David  Darby, 
Reuben  Kendal, 
Israel  Goodenow, 
Josiah  Hackei, 
Jonas  Rubbins, 
Nathaniel  Daggelt, 
Samuel  WorKs, 
Jona.  Goodeiioush, 
Jonathan  Cole,  3d, 
John  Vercy, 
Moses  Bennet, 
Fortunatus  Glesen, 


Shorebah  Leach, 
Philip  Whilbur,  2d, 
John  Kansiead, 
Daniel  Johnson, 
David  Robins, 
William  Day, 
Witling  Johnson, 
f  avid  Stacey, 
Gideon  Gilbert, 
Moses  While, 
Asa  Goodenow, 
,  David  Robinson, 
John  Doyl, 
Ephraim  Brown, 
Job  Warner, 
Joseph  Boynton, 
Alexander  Troiber, 
Seih  Gilbert, 
John  Robbins, 
Samuel  How, 
Jonah  Ed son, 
Benjamin  Rogers, 
Jeplha  Dows, 
Daniel  Keys, 


Nathan  Franklin , 
Edmund  Goodenow, 
James  Gleson, 
John  Warner, 
Joshua  Warner, 
M  icah  Reed , 
Eleazer  Robins,  Jun., 
Daniel  Blachard, 
Moses  Brown, 
Daniel  Winchester, 
Jonathan  Winchester, 
Robert  Robins, 
Elijah  Tenriple, 
Archelaus  Temple, 
Isaac  Leach, 
Josiah  Leach , 
James  Chamberlain, 
Jonaihan  Cooper, 
Reuben  Tarbell, 
Philip  Wilbor,  . 
Seih  Leach, 
Isaac  Chamberlain , 
T.  Bowen. 


ColOkt  of  New-Hampshire  : 

In  obedience  to  this  Declaration,  that  we  received  from 
your  Honours,  we  proceeded  according  to  your  directions, 
and  the  persons'  names  annexed  are  those  that  refuse  to 
sign  this  Declaration  on  your  paper :  Mr.  William  Goddard, 
Leonard  Keep,  Job  Chamberlain,  Aaron  Broton,  Daniel 
Gates,  and  John  Butterfield. 

Benjamin  Peire,  ^  Selectmen  of 
Ebenezer  Brittin,  >  tj/  ^  7  J 
ir  m  C  Westmoreland. 

Heber  Miller,        j 

Westmoreland,  June  12, 1776. 


SIGNERS    IN    WILTON. 


Hart  Balch , 

Daniel  Batchelder, 
Joshua  Blanchard, 
Ephraim  Baker, 
Jonathan  Burton, 
Ebenezer  Chandler, 
Jeremiah  Holt, 
Joseph  Snow, 
Daniel  Barker, 
William  Abbot, 
George  Cohuin, 
Benjamin  Rideout, 
Jeremiah  Abbot, 
George  Blanchard, 
Theodore  Hovens, 
Uriah  Smith, 
Ephraim  Peabody, 
Abner  Stiles, 
Thomas  Lewis, 
Jonaihan  Livermore, 
Joseph  Holt, 
Abiel  Abbot, 
John  Burion,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Martin, 
N.Ballard, 
Joseph  Abbot,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Steel, 
David  Blanchard, 
Uriah  Pollord, 
James  Perry , 
Richard  King, 
Abraham  Burton, 
Isaac  Peabody, 
Timothy  Gray,  Sen., 
John  Cram , 
John  Cram,  Jun., 
Nathan  Hasseltine, 
Thomas  Towne, 
Nathaniel  Hasseltine, 
William  Patterson, 
Samuel  Hutchinson, 
Jacob  Putnam, 
William  Boyl, 


Ebenezer  Perry, 
Benjamin  Parker, 
Henry  Parker, 
Archilaas  Wilkins, 
Jonathan  Hartshorn, 
Simon  Keys, 
John  Brown, 
Joseph  Abbot, 
Caleb  Pulman, 
Nathaniel  Greele, 
Nathaniel  Putman, 
John  Breslon, 
John  Stevens, 
Isaac  Peabody,  Jun., 
Timothy  Dale, 
Abraham  Butterfield, 
Enoch  Fuller, 
Jonaihan  Parkhurst, 
Timothy  Gray,  Jun., 
Timothy  Hall, 
John  Keyes, 
Fiheld  Hall, 
William  Goldsmith, 
John  Dale,  Jun., 
William  Boyl, 
Daniel  Kinney, 
Amos  Holt, 
Thomas  Russell, 
Joseph  Holt,  Jun., 
Ebenezer  Cram, 
Joseph  Phelps, 
Ja«eph  Cram, 
Joseph  Butterfield, 
Ashly  Morgan, 
Josiah  Parker, 
Ebenezer  Brown, 
Amos  Coburn, 
Fifield  Holt,  Jun., 
Simeon  Holt, 
Philip  Putnam, 
Jacob  Abbot, 
Timothy  Holt, 
Joel  Taylor, 


Elisha  Hudson, 
Amos  Fuller, 
David  Kinney, 
William  Brown, 
Stephen  Blanchard, 
James  Dascome, 
Richard  Whitney, 
John  Dale, 
William  Peirce, 
Samuel  Shelden, 
Silas  Bu.ss, 
George  Hutchinson, 
Phineas  Farrington, 
William  Abbot,  Jun., 
Jonathan  Greele, 
Abijah  Perry, 
Abiel  Holt, 
Alexander  Milliken, 
Stephen  Buss, 
Joseph  Stiles, 
Samuel  Lovejoy, 
Henry  Lovejoy, 
Benjamin  Blanchard, 
Jonathan  Cram, 
Archelaus  Pitman,  Jr. , 
John  Burton, 
Jacob  Putnam,  Jun., 
Daniel  Holt, 
Stephen  Butterfield, 
Ezra  Johnson , 
Bartholomew  Stevens, 
William  Grimes, 
James  Grimes, 
Robert  Watherspoone, 
John  Craig, 
Robert  Craig, 
Samuel  Sharley, 
James  Sharley, 
Alexander  Sharley, 
John  McFarfand, 
Samuel  Webster, 
William  Letch. 


Reuben  Alexander, 
William  Humphrey, 
Gains  Field, 
Elijah  Dodge, 
William  Holmes, 
Henry  Bond, 
Israel  Siord, 
Elijah  Houghton, 
Jiihn  Higgans, 
Ebenezer  Taylor, 
Joseph  Stowcl , 
Reuben  Rock  wood, 


Elijah  Dodge,  Jun.,     Amos  Willard, 
Asa  Alexander,  Francis  Very, 

Ebenezer  Scott,  John  Atkin, 

Abraliam  Holt,  Joseph  Maibel, 

Nehemiali  Houghton,  Samuel  Bond, 
James  Latham,  David  Cady, 

Thomas Hubrings,Jr.,Adonijah  Fas,set, 
ZibaWard,  Elihu  Field, 

Stephen  Franklin,       Isaac  Huchins, 


Henry  Miles, 
Samuel  Wr  ght, 
Isaac  Scott, 


Nalh.  Lawrence,  Jr.,  James  Franklin, 
Ichabod  Fianklin,        Daniel  Smith, 


Abijah  Carpenter, 
Daniel  Owen, 
Samuel  Scott, 
Joseph  Bright, 
John  Curlis, 
Nathaniel  Chase, 
Jeremiah  Hatch, 
John  Stearns, 
John  Peirce,  Jun , 
Asahel  Jewell, 
Seth  Brett, 
Philip  Goss, 


Moses  Fray, 
Benjamin  Freeman, 
Joshua  Whitemoie, 
Theodore  Watkins, 
Thomas  Hutchens, 
Ezra  Parker, 
Jeremiah  Pratt, 
Zebulon  Streeter, 
Nehemiah  Healy, 
Seth  Alexander, 
Stephen  fielding, 
Josiah  Stebbins, 
Abel  Hammond, 
Ezekiel  Keney, 
Israel  Field, 
Robert  Newton, 
Seth  Pratt,  Jun., 
Moses  Belding, 
Amasa  Buit, 


John  Alexander, 

Joseph  Latham, 

Joshua  Field, 

John  Butler,  Jun., 

Henry  Foster, 

Samuel  Healy, 

David  Perry, 

John  Hilhage, 

Samuel  Fasset, 

Haskiel  Lawrence, 

Stetson  Holmes, 

Daniel  Ashley, 
Ichabod  Franklin,  Jr.,  Nmhaniel  Oak, 
Andrew  Putnam,         Wait>till  Field, 

Simon  Chamberlain,   Ebenezer  Scott,  Jun.,  Gershom  Dinsmore, 
Zachariah  Field,         Jonaihan  Wood,  Amaziah  Rubards, 

Arthur  Latham,  Elioha  Smith,  Stephen  Pulman. 

James  Whitney, 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire  : 

According  to  the  within  resolve  of  the  General  Congress, 
we  called  a  meeting,  and  it  appears  that  all  the  before  men- 
tioned signers  have  agreed  to  stand  by  the  within  Covenant. 
William  Humphrey, 
Israel  Stowell, 
Winchester,  June  3,  1776. 

Enoch  Stowel  absent,  Asa  Rockwood  sick.   We  suppose 

they  are  willing  to  sign  the  within  Covenant. 

William  Humphrey,  7  c  ?    .. 
I  c  V  Mectmen. 

Israel  Stowel,  3 

Winchester,  June  3,  1776. 

Col.  Josiah  Willard,     Benj.  Melven,  Jun.,  John  Gould, 

Rev. MicahLawrence.Simeon  Willard,  Thomas  Guuld, 

Parel  Richardson.       Elijah  Wil'ard,  Ebenezer  Killom, 

Capt.  Samuel  Smith,  Prentice  Willard,  Samson  Willard, 

Benjamin  Melven,       Benjamin  Wright,  John  Peirce. 

The  above  returned  names  refuse  to  sign  the  within  Co- 
William  Humphrey,  7  o  7   . 
T  c  r  oelectmen. 

Israel  Stowel,         y 

Winchester,  June  3, 1776. 


Selectmen. 


SIGNERS     IN    WINDHASI. 


Colony  of  New-Hampshire  : 

In  obedience  to  the  within  resolve  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  we,  the  sub- 
scribers, have  desired  all  males,  above  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  that  are  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Wilton,  to  sign  to 
tlie  within  Declaration,  and  but  two  have  refused  or  ne- 
glected to  sign,  viz :  Captain  Ephraim  Butterfield  and  Ar- 
chelaus Putnam,  whose  names  we  hereby  return  to  the  Ge- 
neral Court,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  for  the  aforesaid  Colo- 
ny, in  obedience  to  the  within  direction. 

Richard  Taylor,  7  c-  7    ,  /•  un^ 

t  .  '  >  tSelectmen  of  Wilton. 

Jacob  Adams,         3 

Wilton,  June  3, 1776. 


Hugh  Graham,  Jun., 
William  Gregs,  Juu., 
Alexander  McCay, 
John  Campbell, 
Henry  Campbell, 
Robert  Park, 
David  Gregg, 
William  Gregg, 
David  Gregg,  Jun., 
Thomas  Gregg, 
James  Campbell, 
Arthur  Darrah, 
Alexander  Gregg, 
William  Dinsmore, 
John  Cochran,  Jun., 
Alexander  Simpson, 
John  Morrison, 
Adam  Templeton, 
Naih'l  Hemphill,  Jr, 
Allen  Hopkins, 
Thomas  Wilson, 
Daniel  McGarvin, 
George  Davidson, 
James  Beiton, 
John  Anderson, 
Joseph  Clyd, 
John  Dinsmore, 
John  Davidson, 
John  Simson, 
William  Simson, 
Samuel  McAdam, 
Isaac  Thom, 


Benjamin  Thom, 
Robert  Mcllvaine, 
John  Clyde, 
Alexander  Park, 
Joseph  Smith, 
James  Brierly, 
Alexander  Morrow, 
John  Cochran, 
James  Cochran, 
Robert  Dinsmore, 
William  Rowell, 
William  Jameson, 
Isaac  Cochran, 
Thomas  Jameson, 
Daniel  Hopkins, 
Robert  Son  in, 
Jeffery  Donnough, 
James  Gilmore, 
George  Wilson, 
Moses  Duty, 
.Tames  Dinsmore, 
William  Dicken, 
John  Armstrong,  Jun 
Samuel  Morrison, 
Andrew  Park, 
Alexander  Park, 
William  Thom, 
Timothy  Ladd, 
Timothv  Ladd,  Jun., 
Eliphelet  Ladd, 
Andrew  Armor, 
Robert  Spear, 


Alex.  Richer,  Jun., 
David  Davidson, 
Nehemiah  Hadley, 
Alexander  Wilson, 
Hugh  Brown, 
James  Caldwell, 
David  Currier, 
David  Armstrong, 
John  Armstrong, 
Samuel  Wilson, 
Ebenezer  Hall, 
John  Ryel, 
Hugh  Clyd, 
John  Wilsim, 
Simon  Williams, 
Peter  Merrill, 
Peler  Merrill,  Jun., 
James  Wilson, 
Alexander  Richey, 
Hugh  Graham, 
John  McCay, 
Thomas  McCay, 
., James  Davidson, 
Samuel  Campbell, 
William  Shed, 
Henry  Campbell, 
Nathaniel  Hemphill, 
Robert  Hemphill, 
Gain  Armour, 
John  Morrow, 
John  Miller. 


SIGNERS    IN    WINCHESTER. 


Bamuel  Ashley,  Nathaniel  Wilder, 

Ebenezer  Alexander,  William  Dodge, 
Nathaniel  Rockford,    Benjamin  Wilson, 


Nathan  Twilchel, 
Samuel  Very, 
Alexander  McDowell, 


To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  State: 
The  foregoing  request  hath  been  presented. 
Observed,    notwithstanding,    that   Lieutenant  Abraham 
Reed,  Matthew  Reed,  and  Amos  Merrill,  have  refused  or 
neglected  to  sign  the  foregoing  Declaration. 

Alexander  Wilson,  ) 

Samuel  Morrison,     >  Selectmen. 

Nehemiah  Hadley,    ) 

State  of  New-Hampshire, 
Windham,  August  26,  1776. 
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JACK    THOMPSON    TO    S.    BURLING. 

St.  Eustalia,  April  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  the  9th  instant  via  Maryland,  to  the 
care  of  Mr.  Clement  Biddle,  Merchant,  in  Philadelphia,  in 
whose  hands  I  begj^ed  you  long  since  to  keep  letters  for  me, 
as  he  would  have  more  frequent  opportunities  to  forward 
them  than  you  from  New- York ;  they  having  four  pilot- 
boats  in  this  trade,  and  they  outsail  every  sliip  they  meet 
with. 

The  sloop  TMiarton  and  Captain  Porter  are  out,  from 
this,  nine  weeks ;  no  account  of  them.  David  Morris  and 
two  others,  who  sailed  three  weeks  after  them,  are  safe 
arrived  in  Philadelphia.  Am  very  uneasy  about  Mount, 
and  still  I  am  very  certain  he  was  not  taken  in  the  West- 
Indies.  We  have  daily  advices  from  most  of  the  Islands ; 
but  in  case  she  is  arrived,  and  not  in  your  power  to  send  her 
out  again  with  safety,  (which  I  should  be  very  sorry  for,)  in 
that  case,  you  and  T.  G.  must  be  mindful  of  the  remittance, 
and  believe  it  would  be  as  easy  to  make  from  Philadelphia, 
if  not  more  so,  than  from  New-York.  The  merchants 
there  have  large  sums  owing  them  at  St.  Kitts  and  Anti- 
gua, and  the  factors  want  to  remit ;  and  T.  Sf  A.  no  doubt 
would  think  hard  of  a  disappointment,  particularly  at  this 
time,  when  they  have  fathered  so  many  American  vessels, 
and  they  all  want  cash. 

I  apprehend  you  will  have  a  warm  summer,  as  all  the 
troops  have  quitted  Boston  for  New-  York ;  and  the  prepara- 
tion you  are  making,  I  hope,  will  enable  you  to  give  them 
a  warm  reception.  I  am  astonished  the  merchants  atiVew;- 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  places  on  the  Continent,  do 
not  fit  out  privateei-s  as  in  last  war,  with  commissions  from 
Congress,  to  take  all  vessels  coming  from,  or  going  to,  Eur 
rope,  from  any  part  of  the  world  whatever,  as  English  bot- 
toms. The  Admiral  has  given  two  commissions  at  Antigua 
and  one  at  Dominica,  to  vessels  fitted  out  by  the  merchants 
and  planters,  to  take  all  American  vessels  they  can  meet 
with  ;  and  I  must  say,  I  do  wish  the  Americans  would  return 
the  compliment.  If  two  or  more  privateers  were  once  to 
appear  in  the  West-Indies,  all  kinds  of  produce,  particularly 
sugar  and  rum,  would  fall  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Since  we  had  advice  of  the  fleet  sailing  from  Philadel- 
phia, the  shippers  to  Europe  offer  ten  per  cent,  against 
American  privateers  only,  and  many  of  the  merchants  who 
have  written  for  insurance,  expect  to  be  disappointed. 

By  a  vessel  from  Madeira,  we  are  advised  that  three 
outward-bound  Indiamen  were  laying  there,  waiting  for  con- 
voy, with  large  quantities  of  wine  on  board  ;  and  I  am  very 
well  convinced  if  a  few  privateers  were  sent  into  these  seas, 
it  would  prevent  any  sugars  being  shipped  this  season,  they 
are  so  damnably  frightened  since  these  few  vessels  sailed 
from  Philadelphia. 

Twenty-nine  sail  of  transports  under  convoy  passed  here 
last  Saturday,  from  Antigua,  with  troops  and  stores  for  the 
Army  that  was  at  Boston.  Rum  is  very  plenty  in  every 
Island,  eighteen  and  twenty  pence  per  gallon.  The  trans- 
ports have  taken  in  a  large  quantity  at  St.  Kitts  and  An- 
tigua, which  kept  the  price  at  two  shillings  and  six  pence. 
Lumber  is  forty  pounds  per  thousand ;  and  in  making  sugar- 
hon^sheads,  every  second  stave  is  made  out  of  boards  brought 
from  Egg-Harbour,  and  they  will  not  have  hogsheads  for 
mm  nor  molasses ;  and  the  Congress  would  do  right  to  for- 
bid any  lumber  being  shipped  from  any  part  of  the  Conti- 
nent. And  a  few  privateers  to  windward,  to  pick  up  the 
Irish  vessels  with  beef  and  pork,  would  be  the  plan ;  and 
twenty  or  thirty  sugar-ships  convoyed  in  safety  to  any  part  of 
America,  would  be  glorious  prizes  ;  and  then  to  sell  the  car- 
goes on  reasonable  terms,  would  enable  the  Congress  to 
carry  on  a  war  for  seven  years,  if  their  vessels  were  con- 
stantly kept  cruising.  I  am  very  well  convinced  every 
English  Island  in  the  West-Indies  would  be  ruined  in  three 
years  ;  and  you  may  be  assured  if  some  such  plan  is  not 
adopted  by  the  Congress,  America  is  ruined.  Tlie  Army 
at  Boston  is  constantly  supplied  with  bread,  flour,  wine, 
rum,  molasses,  gin,  beef,  and  pork,  from  the  West-India 
Islands,  and  that  will  continue  to  be  the  case,  let  the  Anny 
go  where  they  will,  unless  they  receive  a  check  from  the 
privateers. 

The  great  Mr.  Burk,  who  was  taken  last  winter  going 
into  Boston  with  a  cargo  of  rum  and  sugar,  has  returned  to 
Antigua,  and  is  now  fitting  and  loading  three  vessels  for  the 
same  purpose.     I  am  exceedingly  sorry  he  made  liis  escape. 


or  was  suffered  to  leave  the  Continent,  as  he  is  concerned  in 
the  two  privateere  that  are  fitted  out  there. 

No  b(!ef  nor  pork  in  market ;  butter,  six  pounds  twelve 
shillings  per  firkin ;  tobacco,  five  }X)unds  per  cwt. ;  rice, 
forty  shillings ;  corn,  sixteen  shillings;  pease,  none;  flour, 
twelve  pounds  per  barrel,  and  plenty  ;  hams,  eighteen  pence 
per  pound  ;  cheese,  eighteen  pence  ;  sheep  and  poultry,  any 
price  you  will  please  to  ask. 

My  compliments  to  friend  Helm  and  family.  Captain 
Rutgers,  and  others. 

I  am.  Jack  Thompson. 

To  Mr.  S.  Burling,  New-York. 


EDMUND    RANDOLPH    TO    VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE    OF     SAFETY. 

Williamsburgh,  April  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  distresses  me  much  that  I  should  be  obliged  to 
refuse  the  distinction  intended  for  me  by  the  Congress,  in 
their  appointment  of  me  to  the  oflice  of  Mustermaster  for 
this  District.  The  citizens  of  Williamsburgh  having  elected 
me  to  represent  them  in  Convention,  and  an  ordinance  ex- 
cludes all  persons  holding  any  military  post  of  profit  from 
a  seat  therein,  I  cannot  desert  them  without  the  highest  vio- 
lation of  gratitude.  I  must,  therefore,  entreat  you,  sir,  to 
transmit  these  my  reasons  for  not  entering  upon  the  duties 
of  the  above  office,  to  the  Congress,  and  my  sincere  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  favour. 

I  am,  sir,  witli  esteem  and  respect,  your  most  obedient 

'  Edmund  Randolph. 

To  the  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


Fourth  Series. — Vol.  t. 


TO   THE    inhabitants    OF    VIRGINIA. 

My  Countrymen  :  The  fears  of  many  lest  we  should  not 
be  able  to  provide  sufficient  funds  for  the  support  of  an  ex- 
pensive war,  has  been  the  reason  why  they  have  been  so 
reluctant  to  break  that  connection  with  Britain  which  has 
been  the  source  of  so  many  evils,  and  may  probably  incline 
them  to  spend  that  time  in  negotiation  which  they  ought  to 
employ  in  action ;  but  a  little  attention  to  the  advantages 
that  we  shall  derive  from  unrestrained  commerce,  may  dissi- 
pate their  fears,  and  point  out  to  them  an  ample  compensa- 
tion for  all  the  expenses,  the  dangei-s,  and  the  toils  of  the  war. 
I  shall  only  produce  the  trade  of  this  Colony  as  an  exam- 
ple ;  with  which  you  are  best  acquainted.  This  has  hitherto 
been  almost  wholly  managed  by  foreigners,  and  in  foreign 
bottoms ;  and  will  be  so  again,  if,  by  any  negotiation,  our 
enemies  can  betray  or  bribe  us  to  an  accommodation  on 
their  o\^^l  principles.  You  are  without  merchants,  ships, 
seamen,  or  ship-builders ;  and  thus  want  several  verj'  abun- 
dant sources  of  wealth,  as  well  as  nurseries  of  arts,  and  of 
numerous  useful  subjects  to  the  State.  Your  trade  is  con- 
fined to  a  single  spot  on  the  globe,  in  the  hands  of  the  na- 
tives of  a  distant  Island,  who  fix  the  market  of  all  coinmo- 
dities  at  their  pleasure,  and  we  may  be  very  sure  will  rate 
yours  at  the  lowest,  and  their  own  at  the  highest  prices, 
they  will  in  any  conscience  bear.  Every  article  of  mer- 
chandise, that  is  not  the  produce  of  Britain,  must  first  pay 
its  duties  to  the  Crown,  perhaps  must  be  increased  in  thq 
price  a  very  large  advance  per  cent,  there,  and  then  be  re- 
exported to  Virginia,  and  undergo  an  additional  advance  of 
seventy-five,  and  sometimes  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  per 
cent.  here.  This  disadvantage  is  felt  much  more  sensibly 
by  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  trade  of  the  Northern 
Colonies,  where  they  are  not  altogether  so  shamefully  gulled 
as  we  have  been  from  the  first  plantation  of  this  Colony. 
You  can  there  buy  linens  and  broadcloths  from  the  retail 
merchants  at  the  same  price  your  factors  here  tell  you  they 
obtain  them  at  prime  cost  in  Britain.  By  this  means  you 
fairly  lose  seventy-five  pounds  currency  on  every  one  hun- 
dred pounds  steriing  worth  of  merchandise  you  import  from 
Great  Britain  that  is  not  native  to  that  country.  If  we 
suppose  your  imports  from  thence  annually  to  amount  to 
seven  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  (which  can  be  no 
extravagant  supposition,)  and  suppose  upon  one  half  of  that 
sum  you  loje  in  the  proportion  which  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, there  will  be  lost  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  which  might  be 
saved  by  a  free  and  independent  trade ;  or,  to  be  sure  that 
we  are  within  bounds,  fix  it  at  two  hundred  thousand; 
pounds. 
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Let  us  next  advert  to  the  amazing  injury  you  sustain  in 
the  dependant  trade,  by  your  ineivhanls  being  all  foreigners. 
This  is  a  situation  not  peculiar  to  you.  but  alFects  all  the 
Southern  Colonies,  from  Dlanjhnd  to  (ieorfria.  1  am  not 
well  enough  acquainted  with  the  trade  of  Virginia  to  know 
exactly  how  many  foreign  houses,  or  companies,  have  an 
interest  in  it,  or  how  many  factors  are  employed  by  thera  to 
manage  it ;  but  I  su|)pose  I  shall  be  far  enough  within 
bounds  if  I  say  fifty  of  the  former,  and  two  thousand  of  the 
latter.  Wiietlicr  I  am  right  or  wrong  in  the  numbers,  the 
principles  of  my  calculation  will  be  equally  just,  and  may 
be  very  easily  applied  to  enlarge  and  diminish  the  profit  or 
loss  to  the  merchant  and  tiie  country,  by  readers  who  are 
better  acquainted  with  the  subject  than  I  am.  It  is  not  un- 
reasonable to  say,  that  every  house  or  company  makes  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  net  gain,  by  the  trade  of  this  Colony; 
and,  consequently,  fifty  houses  will  annually  export  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  Scotland  and 
England ;  which  will  be  just  so  much  saved  to  the  Colony, 
wiienever  its  own  natives  shall  become  its  merchants.  And 
allowing  to  the  factors,  on  an  average,  one  hundred  pounds 
each  per  annum,  (as  some  l)ave  much  more,  and  others  per- 
haps may  have  less  ;)  if,  out  of  this  annual  income,  we  sup- 
pose them  to  spend  thirty  pounds  in  the  country,  there  will 
be  seventy  pounds  a  year  laid  up  for  their  own  use,  and  ex- 
pended in  Britain,  for  what  they  cannot,  or  do  not  choose 
to  purchase  in  America.  But  because  they  pay  taxes,  and 
are  of  some  other  small  service  to  the  Colony  as  long  as 
they  stay  in  it,  we  will  rate  their  gain  at  ten  pounds  less, 
and  suppose  them  to  lay  up  sixty  pounds  a  year,  which  is 
so  much  taken  out  of  the  trading  stock  of  this  country,  and 
only  waits  for  a  sufficient  addition  to  be  carried  off  and  ex- 
pended beyond  sea.  Here  is  another  loss  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  pounds  per  annum  ;  and  the  whole 
together  amounts  to  eight  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
pounds  sterling  per  annum  that  we  lose  by  foreign  mer- 
chants ;  besides  the  great  number  of  useful  arts  that  are 
closely  connected  with  the  management  of  commerce  by 
the  natives  of  any  country.  How  many  thousand  excellent 
servants  might  be  employed  in  ship-building,  in  manning 
your  fleets,  in  raising  and  manufacturing  all  iiinds  of  naval 
stores?  Reflect  a  moment  on  the  present  condition  of 
Spain,  and  on  her  condition  two  centuries  ago.  She  pre- 
sents us  with  a  striking  instance,  out  of  a  great  number 
which  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa  afford,  of  the  ill  effects  of 
resigning  her  commerce  into  the  hands  of  foreigners ;  tlien 
the  most  opulent  and  formidable  power  in  Europe,  now 
among  the  most  despised  and  neglected  ;  then  able  to  give 
laws  to  almost  all  the  world,  (the  United  Netherlands  were 
but  an  inconsiderable  part  of  her  extensive  and  powerful 
Empire,)  but  now,  grown  indolent  and  negligent  of  com- 
merce, even  the  little  Province  of  Holland,  in  her  turn,  gives 
the  laws  of  the  sea  to  her  former  mistress. 

I  am  afraid  this  subject,  though  very  important,  begins  to 
grow  dry  and  unentertaining  to  the  publick.  I  shall  there- 
fore produce  but  one  more  instance  of  the  loss  we  sustain  by 
this  dependant  trade ;  and  that  is  in  our  staple,  upon  which 
the  Government  o{  England,  and  tiie  merchants  of  Scotland, 
have  it  in  their  power  to  put  what  price  they  please.  At 
present  we  esteem  two-pence  half-penny  per  pound,  or 
about  twenty  shillings  per  cwt.  a  very  good  average  price ; 
and  at  this  rate  a  careful  planter  may  keep  himself  above 
want,  and  have  enough  besides  to  pay  his  taxes,  and  give  a 
dinner  now  and  then  to  a  friend.  This  tobacco  is  exported 
to  Britain,  and  pays  seven-pence  half-penny  sterling  duty 
per  pound,  and  their  merchants  make  their  fortunes  out  of 
It  afterwards.  The  duty  that  tobacco  pays  in  the  British 
ports  is  almost  four  times  the  price  it  bears  in  Virginia; 
which,  by  a  free  trade,  and  exporting  it  directly  to  the  coun- 
tries that  consume  it,  would  be  so  much  clear  gain  to  us. 
The  planter,  then,  instead  of  twenty  shillings,  would  receive 
five  pounds  per  cwt.  But,  making  large  allowance  for  the 
discouragements  that  such  an  article  of  luxury  might  be 
under  in  our  hands,  if  we  were  separated  from  Britain, 
which  now  consumes  a  large  proportion  of  it,  I  shall  sup- 
pose its  common  price  to  be  three  pounds ;  that  is,  forty 
shillings  more  than  we  receive  at  present.  If,  then,  we  sup- 
pose that  there  are  amiually  one  hundred  and  ten  million 
pounds,  or  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  hogsheads  of  to- 
bacco exported  out  of  the  Colony,  (which,  perhaps,  is  pretty 
near  the  truth,)  we  shall  gain  an  advantage  of  two  million 


two  hundred  thousand  pounds  a  year,  besidts  half  as  much 
more  by  the  great  quantities  of  hemp,  flax,  cotton,  wheat, 
and  flour,  that  are  beginning  to  be  raised  or  manufac- 
tured ;  that  will  enabli;  my  countrymen  to  be  as  generous 
as  their  natural  temper  inclines  them  to  be,  and  to  pay  a  tax 
of  forty  shillings,  with  greater  convenience  than  they  can 
pay  one  of  fifteen  shillings  at  present.  To  present  you  in 
one  view  the  w  hole  of  what  you  lose  by  a  dependant  trade, 
and  would  gain  by  a  determined  resolution  to  emancipate 
yourselves  and  it  into  the  liberty  for  wliich  1  hojje  Provi- 
dence has  designed  both,  and  to  listen  to  no  pretended 
Negotiation  that  does  not  carry  upon  her  face  candor  and 
fairness,  and  openly,  and  without  disguise,  extend  freedom 
in  the  one  hand,  while  she  offers  peace  in  the  other : 
1st.  On  imports,  as  above,  -  -  -  -  £200,000 
2d.  Merchants'   net  profits,   £870,000 

sterling,  -----  (currency)  1,087, .500 
3d.  Planters'  gross  profits,  -  -  -  -  2,200,000 
4th.  On  wheat,  flour,  hemp,  flax,  Stc,  at 

least  half  as  much  ;  but  say,  -  -  -  1,000,000 
5th.  That  part  of  the  gross  profits  of  the 
merchants  that  will  go  to  artists  of 
different  kinds,  ship-builders,  seamen, 
makers  of  sails,  cordage,  anchors,  and 
a  variety  of  other  tradesmen,  jiuist  ex- 
ceed their  net  gain  :  suppose  it     -     -       1  ,.500,000 

Sum  total,  -  -  -  £5,987,500 
That  is,  it  will  increase  the  real  property  among  us  annually 
to  near  six  millions.  This,  in  seven  years,  (by  which  time 
we  shall  undoubtedly  have  discharged  our  part  of  the  Con- 
tinental expense)  will  amount  to  above  forty  millions  of 
pounds  currency  that  we  shall  be  more  wealthy  than  we 
should  have  been  if  we  had  continued  dependant  on  Great 
Britain,  and  in  the  same  circumstances  that  a  few  years  ago 
we  esteemed  very  prosperous.  I  make  no  allowance  for  the 
gradual  improvement  of  commerce,  because  I  am  willing  to 
make  all  my  calculations  at  the  lowest  rates  that  things  will 
bear ;  and  it  is  very  possible  that  I  am  now  a  million  or  two 
below  the  truth.  Besides,  we  may  let  the  increased  profits 
of  some  of  the  last  years  of  this  period  balance  our  unskil- 
fuluess  and  poverty  for  a  few  years  in  the  beginning  of  it. 
Here  is  a  fund  suflicient  for  defraying  all  the  expenses  that 
even  the  most  timorous  amongst  us  can  suppose  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  preservation  of  our  liberties  against  the  avarice 
of  a  nation  much  more  powerful  than  the  English,  and  not 
a  farthing  of  our  present  property  touched.  And  although 
we  should  not  be  able  to  enjoy  an  unmolested  trade  for. 
several  years  to  come  ;  yet,  whenever  that  desirable  period 
shall  arrive  that  we  shall  be  as  free  as  we  ought  to  be,  we 
shall  speedily  be  able  to  redeem  all  the  Bills  of  Credit  it 
may  be  found  necessary  to  issue  for  that  purpose.  For  if 
we  lay  but  the  luoderate  tax  of  a  shilling  in  the  pound 
(which  we  sliould  hardly  perceive)  only  on  those  gains  that 
will  be  wholly  additional  to  the  gains  of  our  former  limited 
and  dependant  commerce,  we  sliall  be  able  to  sink  all  the 
bills  issued  in  this  Colony,  and  our  quota  of  those  that  have 
been  issued  by  the  Congress,  and  have  in  the  publick  coffers 
besides  upwards  of  five  millions  of  dollars  for  other  neces- 
sary uses. 

If  we  aim  only  at  interest  in  the  present  contest,  it  ap- 
pears plainly  what  part  we  ought  at  once  to  resolve  upon. 
If  we  mean  to  unite  with  our  interest  the  considerations  of 
equity,  and  the  dictates  of  natural  affection,  there  is  a  de- 
gree of  injury  where  aliection  ceases,  and  is  converted  into 
resentment ;  and  I  know  of  no  principles  of  equity  that  for- 
bid us  to  defend  ourselves,  or  that  require  us  to  risk  every- 
thing we  have  been  contending  for  in  tedious  and  treacherous 
negotiations.  Does  any  of  my  countrymen  ask  me  whether 
1  am  an  enemy  to  all  treaty,  and  inquire  what  prospect  shall 
we  have  if  these  maxims  prevail,  of  ever  seeing  a  period  of 
our  trouble  ?  I  answer,  No ;  but  I  would  treat  with  them  as 
the  Roman  Consul  did  with  the  King  oi  Asia.  And  since 
they  have  first  drawn  the  sword,  I  would  make  a  circle 
round  them  with  the  sword,  and  demand  their  peremptory, 
unevasive  answer  to  every  requisition  our  country  lias  a  right 
to  make  from  them,  before  they  leave  the  spot.  The  con- 
troversy has  been  agitated  long  enough  for  both  nations  to 
understand  each  otlier.  Each  perfectly  knows  what  she  is 
willing  to  yield,  or  on  what  she  will  firmly  fix  her  foot,  de- 
termined to  hold  it,  or  perish  in  the  attempt.    What  need  is 
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there  of  delay  ?  An  hour  may  decide  it  as  well  as  an  age. 
We  are  too  serious  to  be  playing  over  witli  them  all  the 
tricks  of  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  negotiation,  hut  which 
is  really  nothing  else  than  downriglit  lying  and  sharping.  It 
is  no  time  to  parley  with  a  robber  about  your  purse  when 
he  has  his  pistol  at  your  breast.  You  must  either  give  or 
take  in  a  moment.  It  would  become  us,  in  the  opinion  of 
some  men,  mighty  well,  to  be  sure,  to  forbear  such  high  lan- 
guage, and  rather  to  manage  our  cause  by  supplication  and 
crying  to  a  great  King  and  a  powerful  nation !  We  have 
cried  and  roared  long  enough  already,  and  what  have  we 
got  by  it  ?  Our  petitions  have  been  turned  out  of  doors, 
and  we  have  all  been  called  Rebels  and  savages,  and  \x  hat 
not,  because  we  have  roared  so  loud  as  to  disturb  his  Ma- 
jesty's good  repose,  and  oblige  him  to  wear  out  his  horses 
driving  from  Kew  to  »SV.  James's.  If  we  are  blameable,  it  is 
for  using  these  ineffectual  applications  too  long.  The  time 
is  come  in  which  we  ought  to  do  something  decisive ;  and 
the  more  desirous  our  enemies  seem  to  be  to  involve  us  in 
knotty  and  intricate  negotiations,  the  more  determined  should 
we  be  not  to  unravel  them,  but  to  cut  them  with  the  sword. 
They  well  know  that  tedious,  inactive  delays,  must  bring 
our  affairs  to  a  ruinous  condition ;  and  if  they  can  waste 
our  time  in  negotiating,  the  battle  is  won  without  striking  a 
stroke.  Our  resources  must  be  greatly  diminished  before 
we  engage  in  action  ;  and  when  they  have  worn  us  out  with 
subtle  deliberations,  and  wasted  our  treasure,  while  they 
only  wanted  to  gain  time  by  artful  compliances  and  demands, 
they  know  very  well  how,  by  a  fetch  in  politicks,  to  throw 
everything  into  confusion  again,  and  to  expose  us  naked, 
and  perhaps  distracted  with  mutual  discords  among  ourselves, 
to  superior  wealth  and  superior  power.  I  design  no  reflec- 
tion on  those  who  may  be  appointed  to  treat  with  them  on 
the  part  of^OTen'crt;  on  the  other  hand,  I  do  not  doubt 
their  abilities.  But  it  is  always  in  the  power  of  Ministry, 
who  will  be  treacherous,  and  whose  interest  lies  in  gaining 
time,  to  overreach  the  wisest  politicians,  if  they  will  descend 
to  follow  them  through  the  labyrinths  of  a  negotiation  that 
is  only  meant  as  a  wile  to  mislead,  or  to  blind  them.  But 
we  have  not  only  an  accumulated  debt  to  dread  by  the 
tedious  delays  that  are  unavoidable  in  the  common  forms  of 
negotiating,  but  infinite  dissensions  among  ourselves.  An 
enterprise  that  depends  upon  the  concord  and  exertions  of 
the  people,  will  ever  infallibly  fail  if  they  are  long  held  in  a 
state  of  doubtful  inactivity.  All  wise  politicians,  who  have 
governed  them  with  success,  have  found  it  necessary  to  keep 
them  employed  in  constant  action.  I  can  scarcely  forbear 
to  consider  it  as  miraculous,  that  this  extensive  Continent 
has  hitherto  been  led  to  pursue  one  determinate  plan  with 
so  much  unanimity  and  perseverance.  But  there  is  no  error 
we  ought  more  to  dread  than  wearing  out  the  patience  of 
the  populace  by  inaction.  When  their  minds  have  long 
hung  in  suspense,  at  such  a  crisis  as  the  present,  they  na- 
turally fall  into  one  of  these  two  dangerous  evils — either  an 
entire  languor  and  passivity  of  temper,  or  an  impatience  that 
at  length  breaks  out  in  faction  and  sedition.  In  two  of  our 
neiKlibourintr  Colonies,  which  have  been  farthest  removed 
from  the  scene  of  action,  we  have  already  seen  this  obser- 
vation unhappily  verified.  And  the  suspense  in  which  all 
the  Colonies  have  been  held  for  a  considerable  time  is  be- 
ginning to  verge  towards  impatience,  which  will  very  proba- 
bly soon  burst  out  into  violent  mutual  dissensions,  if  it  shall 
be  defrauded  out  of  a  proper  enemy,  by  an  unseasonable 
negotiation,  especially  when  it  is  artfully  managed  by  emis- 
saries who  will  refuse  neither  promises  nor  rewards  to  in- 
flame it  to  their  purpose.  For  God's  sake,  then,  my  coun- 
trymen, let  us  waste  no  time  in  unnecessary  and  dangerous 
delays ;  let  us  act  with  vigour  and  decision  ;  let  us  projwse 
to  them  the  terms  we  demand  in  a  clear  and  unequivocal 
manner,  and  require  of  them  an  immediate  and  unequivocal 
answer.  Suffer  them  not  to  waste  an  hour,  (for  every  hour 
is  precious,)  under  the  artful  pretence  of  considering  propo- 
sitions more  maturely,  which  they  ought  to  have  been  well 
determined  on  long  ago ;  or  of  not  having  brought  with 
them  sufficient  powers,  a  usual  artifice  of  statesmen,  so  that 
they  can  propose  or  answer  nothing  decisive  without  send- 
in  <"  two  or  three  times  across  the  Atlantkk.  And  since 
they  have  set  us  the  example  of  treating  at  the  point  of  the 
sword,  cut  short  the  negotiation  they  would  be  willing  to 
protract,  and  make  your  appeal  at  once  to  the  sword. 

A  Planter. 


QUERIES    OFFERED    TO    THE    FnEEIIOLDEllS    AND    PEOPLE 
OF    VIRGINIA    AT    LARGE. 

Williamsburgh,  April  13,  1776. 

Is  it  your  intention  to  be  freemen  or  slaves  ?  If  it  is 
your  intention  to  be  free,  should  you  not  adopt  the  sure 
means  of  being  so,  whilst  these  means  are  in  your  hands, 
and  not  put  it  in  the  power  of  fortune  to  wrest  them  out  of 
your  hands  ?  Are  not  these  means  obvious  to  every  com- 
mon understanding  ?  Is  it  not  manifest  that  you  have  already 
sinned  beyond  forgiveness  in  the  eye  of  the  accursed  Minis- 
try oi Great  Britain,  and  of  that  more  accursed  tyrant,  who 
will  employ  no  Ministry  unless  they  previously  stipulate  to 
work  your  ruin  ?  Is  there  any  circumstance  in  the  whole 
life  or  character  of  this  tyrant  which  gives  you  reason  to 
think  that  he  will  relent?  Was  he  ever  known  to  forgive 
those  that  he  had  once  oppressed  or  injured  ?  Is  there  any 
symptom  of  virtue  in  either  House  of  Pariiament  which  can 
flatter  you  that  they  will  check  the  disposition  of  their  mas- 
ters ?  Is  there  any  appearance  of  vigour  and  spirit  in  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  which  can  open  a  prospwt  of  re- 
lief? Is  it  probable  that  a  people  who  have  suffered  their 
own  most  sacred  laws  to  be  baffled,  violated,  and  trampled 
upon  with  impunity,  should  rouse  themselves  in  the  cause  of 
others,  who  are  removed  three  thousand  miles  distant  from 
them  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  plain  that  they  are  scarcely 
less  hostile  to  your  rights  and  happiness  than  the  tyrant  him- 
self? It  is  true  a  few  virtuous  men  have  appeared  your  ad- 
vocates ;  but  have  not  the  virtuous,  and  friends  to  liberty 
in  other  parts  of  the  globe,  been  equally  your  advocates  ? 
Have  not  the  first  geniuses  of  France,  inspired  by  the  sacred 
love  of  freedom  and  humanity,  stepped  forth  as  champions 
of  that  cause  which  is  in  fact  the  cause  of  all  mankind  ? 
The  Rhcnels,  Voltaircs,  and  Alemberts,  have  exerted  their 
talents  in  your  defence  ;  and  they  have  exerted  them  not  in 
vain :  their  works  have  been  read  with  avidity  and  applause. 
Every  man  who  thinks,  every  man  who  feels,  through  the 
different  States  of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  is  your  friend, 
and  sends  up  vows  for  your  success ;  while,  in  England, 
argument,  reason,  wit,  and  eloquence,  have  been  absolutely 
thrown  away.  As  an  evidence  of  this  truth,  has  a  single 
County  petitioned  in  your  favour?  Some  few  manufactur- 
ing towns  have  indeed  expressed  their  apprehensions  that 
the  present  measures  may  be  detrimental  to  their  own  com- 
merce and  interest ;  but  on  the  injustice  and  inhumanity  of 
these  measures  they  have  been  utterly  silent.  Have  not 
your  fields  been  laid  waste,  your  property  confiscated,  your 
citizens  butchered,  and  your  cities  reduced  to  ashes  ?  Have 
not  the  Savages  been  tampered  with  to  deluge  your  frontiers 
with  blood  and  slaughter?  Have  not  your  slaves  been  in- 
stigated to  murder  you  and  your  wives  and  children  ?  Are 
not  these  things  (monstrous  and  incredible  as  they  are)  no- 
torious ?  But  in  what  manner  have  they  affected  the  peo- 
ple of  England  1  Have  they  shown  the  least  resentment, 
indignation,  or  even  compassion  ?  Have  they  not,  on  the 
contrary,  voted,  or  suffered  their  Representatives  to  vote 
fresh  means  for  prosecuting  the  diabolical  plan  ?  Have  they 
not  negotiated  with  every  power  of  Europe  for  hireling  in- 
struments, to  insure  your  destruction?  Are  these  things 
facts,  or  are  they  not?  And  can  you  now  sit  patiently, 
with  your  arms  across  ?  Will  you  not  rouse  yourselves  at 
the  great  call  of  nature  ?  Will  you  suffer  a  few  coward 
hearts,  contemptible,  confused  heads,  or  perhaj)s  treacherous 
bosoms,  to  keep  you  fascinated  in  a  state  of  torpor,  till  the 
chain  is  fixed  about  your  necks,  by  which  you  will  be  inex- 
tricably held  ?  But,  to  speak  without  a  figure,  I  will  tell  you 
plainly,  fellow-citizens,  your  situation,  and  point  out  your 
interest  and  duty.  You  have  already  proceeded  so  far  that, 
were  your  cause  less  righteous  than  it  is,  you  could  not  in 
policy  recede.  You  have  overturned  every  form  of  the 
Constitution,  if  such  a  defective  patchwork  fabrick  as  yours 
can  be  called  a  Constitution  ;  you  have  assumed  the  legis- 
lature into  your  own  hands ;  you  have  raised  troops ;  you 
have  waged  war ;  and  you  have,  in  appearance  at  least, 
expelled  your  Governour.  In  short,  you  have  committed  a 
multiplicity  of  acts,  which  a  Prince  less  tyrannical,  a  Minis- 
try less  abandoned,  and  a  Nation  less  imperious  than  tiiat  of 
Great  Britain,  might  choose  to  construe  treason,  and  which, 
if  fortune,  or  your  own  indecision,  should  throw  it  into  tiieir 
power,  they  will  infallibly  punish  as  such.  If  you  succeed, 
all  these  things,  which  you  have  done,  will  redound  to  your 
honour ;  but  if  you  miscarry,  (which  may  Heaven  and  your 
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own  spirit  avert,)  the  horrible  slavery  which  must  be  the 
lot  of  you  and  your  children,  will  be  represented  in  history 
as  scarcely  adequate  to  the  blackness  and  magnitude  of  your 
crimes.  If  anything  in  human  afiiiirs  is  certain,  it  may  be 
aftirmed  that  success  or  miscarriage  are  at  your  own  option. 
Decision  insures  the  former ;  hesitation  incurs  the  latter. 

You  have  an  Army,  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  which 
have  displayed  more  valour,  order,  and  discijiline,  and  the 
Generals  more  ability,  than  the  enemy  or  yourselves  could 
possibly  have  expected.  They  have  been  crowned  with 
most  wonderful  success.  And  are  they  now  to  be  stopped 
in  the  career  of  their  good  fortune?  And  are  your  liberties 
to  be  risked  on  the  chance  of  a  die,  merely  through  com- 
plaisance to  the  fears,  if  not  the  treachery,  of  the  most  des- 
picable and  worthless  part  of  the  community  ?  I  speak  not 
from  passion  or  prejudice :  I  appeal  to  your  own  sense  and 
experience.  Look  about  you.  Who,  what  are  these  men, 
thus  sobbing  and  whining  after  their  darling  dependance, 
which  they  can  neither  understand  themselves,  nor  do  at- 
tempt to  explain  to  others?  Are  they  not  the  very  men 
who,  from  the  beginning,  have  either  openly  opposed,  or 
thrown  obstacles  in  the  way  of,  every  spirited  measure  of 
resistance  ?  In  short,  are  they  not  men  of  suspected  prin- 
ciples, muddy,  perplexed  understandings,  or  of  a  timidity 
ridiculous  to  a  proverb  ? 

I  shall  now  conclude,  fellow-citizens,  with  urging  and  in- 
sisting upon  these  incontrovertible  truths:  that  although 
you  have  a  numerous  and  gallant  Army,  although  your  Ge- 
nerals and  officers  are  zealous  and  ca])able,  although  it  has 
pleased  Heaven  to  bless  them  hitherto  with  almost  one  con- 
tinued series  of  success — I  say,  that  although  these  things 
are,  they  are  all  in  vain,  unless  you  likewise  exert,  at  this 
important  crisis,  that  manly  decision  which  has  long  been 
expected  from  you.  The  gallantry  of  your  troops,  the  zeal 
and  capacity  of  your  officers,  will  only  serve  to  make  their 
defeat  and  destruction  more  humiliating  and  lamentable ; 
and  that  they  must  ultimately  be  defeated,  ruined,  or  dis- 
solved, is  most  infallible,  unless  they  are  furnished  with  the 
requisite  means  of  carrying  on  the  war.  They  have  not 
these  means ;  they  have  neither  arms,  tents,  blankets,  nor  a 
sufficient  stock  of  ammunition.  They  can  only  be  supplied 
with  these  requisites  by  a  more  certain,  and  less  precarious 
intercourse  with  other  States,  than  the  little,  dirty,  disgrace- 
ful, smuggling  method  now  pursued.  This  intercourse  can- 
not be  established  without  a  declaration,  on  your  parts,  that 
you  are  a  free  and  independent  people.  Whilst  you  remain 
in  the  predicament  of  Rebels,  they  are,  in  decency,  obliged 
to  keep  aloof;  but  when  you  can  be  considered  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  the  eternal  i-ules  of  policy  will  point  out  to 
ihern  the  advantages  and  honour  which  must  result  from  a 
close  alliance  with  you.  For  Heaven's  sake,  why,  where- 
fore do  you  hesitate?  The  pusillanimous  mortals  who 
labour  to  raise  spectres  in  your  imaginations  similar  to 
those  which  haunt  their  own,  know  very  well  that  reconci- 
liation and  reunion  with  your  butchers  are  impossible.  You 
may,  indeed,  be  their  slaves,  but  to  be  their  brethren  and- 
fellow-subjects  is  out  of  the  nature  of  things.  Procrasti- 
nation only  prolongs  the  calamities  of  war.  Every  day's 
delay  swells  up  the  expense  of  America's  blood  and  trea- 
sure. Will  you,  then,  I  repeatedly  demand,  throw  away 
the  lives  of  so  many  thousands  of  your  most  valuable  citi- 
zens, plunge  yourselves  into  an  enormous  debt,  from  which 
you  can  never  be  extricated ;  will  you  stake  the  liberties  of 
yourselves  and  posterity  on  hazard  and  fortune,  merely  in 
complacency  to  the  fears  of  a  few  timid,  or  perhaps  to  the 
designs  of  a  few  disaffected  men  ?  Or  will  you,  by  a  brave, 
spirited,  and  manly  injunction  on  your  servants  in  Congress 
to  declare  you  a  free  and  independent  people,  bring  the 
calamities  of  war  to  a  shorter  issue,  and  fix  your  liberties  on 
a  firm  and  durable  foundation? 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   THE    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY    OF    VIRGINIA. 
[No.  116.]  Annapolis,  April  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Mr.  Ristcau,  the  bearer,  has  the  misfor- 
tune of  having  a  brother  in  captivity,  taken  by  Ix>rd  Dun- 
more,  and  entertains  some  hopes  of  obtaining  his  release  if 
he  can  gain  access  to  him.  He  is  a  native  of  this  Province, 
and  well  known  to  some  of  us  to  be  a  warm  friend  to  Ame- 
.rican  liberty;  we  should  therefore  be  obliged  to  you  if  you 


would  afford  him  any  opportunity  for  that  purpose  that 
would  not  be  injurious  to  the  cause  in  which  we  are  em- 
barked.    We  are,  &,c. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Vtrgmia. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   THOMAS    SMYTH. 
[No.  117.]  Annapolis,  April  13,  1776. 

Sir:  We  are  sorry  any  uneasiness  should  prevail  among 
the  independent  Captains  on  the  Eastern-Shore,  from  a 
supposition  lliey  have  not  equally  the  attention  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  with  those  on  this  side  the  bay.  We  aim  at 
doing  what  is  right,  and  wish  to  avoid  every  appearance  of 
partiality.  Tlie  companies  here  are  as  unhappily  circum- 
stanced, both  as  to  arms  and  clothing,  as  they  are  with  you. 
We  were  disappointed  in  having  as  many  guns  at  Balti- 
more as  we  expected  ;  and  as  there  are  a  good  many  on 
hand  in  Annapolis,  and  we  had  a  probability  of  receiving 
sixty  or  eighty  n>ore  from  Frederick  within  a  few  days,  we 
thought  it  most  advisable  to  wait  a  little  while  for  them, 
that  you  might  be  furnished  at  once  with  at  least  as  many 
as  we  had  in  view  to  send  when  you  were  with  us.  The 
hats,  blankets,  and  lead,  did  not  get  down  until  three  or  four 
days  ago,  and  we  were  obliged  to  send  a  second  messenger 
to  Baltimore  before  we  could  learn  the  quantity  of  musket 
powder  they  had  there.  These  matters  prevented  our  sup- 
plying you  so  early  as  we  were  anxious  to  do. 

We  have  sent  you  from  hence,  by  Mr.  Waters's  boat, 
ninety-four  nmskets,  twenty-one  rifles,  with  bullet  moulds, 
pouches,  and  horns,  five  hundred  and  ten  hats,  three  pieces 
osnaburgh,  fifteen  hundred  gun  flints,  twenty  musket  bullet- 
moulds,  forty  blankets,  two  and  a  half  reams  of  cartridge 
paper,  fifty  pieces  of  check,  fifteen  pieces  of  Russia  linen, 
and  forty-five  pieces  of  cruger;  and  have  ordered  Major  Gist 
to  send  from  Baltimore  one  ton  of  musket  gunpowder,  four 
ton  of  lead,  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  cartridge-boxes  and 
belts,  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  bayonet-belts,  three  hun- 
dred gun-slings,  and  also  sixty  of  the  muskets  and  accou- 
trements now  in  the  possession  of  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith's 
Company.  The  osnaburghs  are  for  Captain  Veazey's  Com- 
pany ;  the  blankets  for  the  others ;  and  the  arms,  &.C.,  with 
forty  muskets  and  accoutrements,  and  twenty  rifles,  which 
we  have  purchased  from  Mr.  Thomas  Ringgold,  with  those 
you  have  bought,  and  also  the  linen,  are  to  be  equally  dis- 
tributed, to  avoid  all  complaints.  If  you  have  leisure,  we 
request  you  will  parcel  out  the  arms  for  each  company. 
Cecil  County  is  already  sufficiently  supplied  with  pov\der 
and  lead.  The  gentlemen  from  below  say  the  addition  of 
one  barrel  will  not  be  enough ;  we  therefore  would  have 
you  send  them  each  another ;  and  to  keep  up  an  equality, 
which  may  prevent  uneasiness,  we  desire  you  will  also  add 
one  to  each  of  the  other  Counties,  except  Caroline. 

We  desire  you  will  contract  for  the  other  rifles,  but  think 
the  shoes  too  dear.  If  Mr.  Hands  can  come  over  with 
you  the  last  of  next  week  it  will  be  a  great  relief  to  us. 
Mr.  Carroll  is  fearful  of  a  fit  of  the  gout.  Mr.  Tilghman 
is  anxious  to  get  to  the  Eastern- Shore,  and  the  rest  of  us 
are  much  fatigued.     We  are,  &tc. 

To  Thomas  Smyth,  Esq. 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  There  is  not  an  ell  of  light  duck  in  this 
city,  or  we  should  have  bought  some,  agreeable  to  your 
request.  We  advised  with  persons  here  who  understand 
what  articles  are  fit  for  tents,  and  they  inform  us  that  the 
cruger  sent  by  Mr.  Bowly  from  hence,  is  very  proper  for 
that  purpose.  We  wish  to  know  if  you  have  received  the 
cruger  and  other  linens  imported  in  the  Wild  Duck.  We 
directed  them  to  be  lodged  at  Baltimore  for  your  order, 
and  expect  they  are. arrived  before  this.  Enclosed  you 
have  a  memorandum  of  the  several  prices.  Be  pleased  to 
inform  us  if  you  have  heard  from  Vanbibher.  No  impor- 
tant occurrence  sinoe  we  last  wrote  you. 
We  are  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Thomas  Stone, 
Thomas  Johnson,  Jun., 
R.  Alexander. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
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CASSANDRA   TO    CATO. NO.    II. 

Philadelphia,  April  13,  1T76. 

Sir  :  Though  tlie  Cominon  Man's  advice  has  come  rather 
too  late ;  though  his  manner  of  stating  the  points  to  be  dis- 
cussed decides  to  wliich  party  he  belongs ;  though  he  has 
studiously  evaded  the  main  question,  and  thereby  shown  the 
publick  that  security  to  our  rights  forms  no  share  of  the 
debate  he  wishes  to  open  ;  and  though  the  manner  in  which 
he  attempts  to  expose  Cato  and  Cassandra  evidently  prov(!S 
whose  faults  he  is  most  inclined  to  conceal,  yet  I  heartily 
join  him  in  his  censure  on  personal  reflections.  I  thank 
him,  too,  for  his  candour  in  tacitly  informing  the  publick 
that  you  have  not  come  to  the  point  as  yet,  though  you 
have  already  published  five  lettere,  and  heartily  close  with 
his  proposal  of  laying  aside  all  personality.  I  shall  there- 
fore proceed  to  the  main  point ;  and  if  you  are  willing  to 
enter  the  lists  as  a  fair  antagonist,  and  meet  me  on  the 
ground  of  reason  and  argument,  on  that  ground  will  Cassan- 
dra meet  you:  but  if,  contrary  to  your  own  proposal,  and 
the  advice  of  your  friend,  you  continue  to  amuse  your 
countrymen  with  declamation  and  assertion,  and  study  to 
terrify  rather  than  inform,  to  address  their  passions  rather 
than  enlighten  their  understandings,  I  shall  still  be  personal 
Your  talent  lies  in  strong  painting  and  declamation,  and 
you  expect  to  hold  up  such  a  terrifick  picture  to  the  imagi- 
nations of  the  people,  as  will  effectually  frighten  them  into 
submission  ;  but  the  exhibition  of  your  person  at  the  side  of 
your  productions  will  ever  prove  a  perfect  antidote  to  their 
poison.  Giving  you  this  fair  warning,  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  your  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  letters,  and  nothing  which  can 
point  out  the  man  shall  drop  from  my  pen  until  Cato  gives 
occasion  for  it. 

I  agree  with  the  Common  Man  thus  far,  that  some  propo- 
sitions he  mentions  ought,  one  day,  to  be  discussed  ;  but  as 
there  is  one  point,  not  only  prior  to  any  of  them,  but  of  infi- 
nitely greater  importance  than  them  all,  viz:  an  absolute  se- 
curity for  the  enjoyment  of  our  liberties,  I  must  and  will  insist 
on  the  discussion  of  this  point  first,  as  not  only  prior  in  order, 
but  most  essential ;  and  wlien  it  shall  be  fairiy  proved  that 
our  rights  can  be  as  effectually  secured  in  a  state  of  depen- 
dancy  as  in  an  independent  state,  then,  and  not  before,  will 
be  the  proper  time  to  examine  which  would  be  most  to  our 
advantage.  We  entered  the  contest  with  a  determination 
to  secure  our  rights  at  every  hazard.  This  is,  therefore, 
what  we  are  to  provide  for.  If  two  ways  of  equal  security 
should  present  themselves,  then  will  come  on  the  other 
question,  viz:  Which  will  not  only  secure  our  liberties  but 
bring  us  the  greatest  advantages  besides  ?  Now,  when  Cato, 
the  Common  Man,  or  any  other  man,  shall  exhibit  a  plan  by 
which  we  can  absolutely  secure  our  liberties  and  continue 
dependant,  then  Cassandra  will  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the 
discussion  of  this  point.  But  Cassandra  assures  Cato,  the 
Common  Man,  and  every  other  man,  that  no  sophistical 
proposals  of  any  man  will  turn  his  eyes  from  the  main 
object  until  he  sees  a  way  of  permanent  security  to  our 
rights ;  and  he  trusts  his  countrymen,  who  first  armed  for 
this  purpose,  will  still  continue  of  that  mind,  and  then  he 
fears  neither  the  threats  nor  efforts  of  Cato  and  the  aristo- 
cratical  junto,  who  are  straining  every  nerve  to  frustrate  our 
virtuous  endeavours,  and  to  make  the  common  and  middle 
class  of  people  their  beasts  of  burden.  Those  freemen  who 
nobly  refuse  to  be  ridden  by  a  King,  Lords,  and  Commons, 
will  scarcely  be  tame  enough  to  take  Cato  and  his  party  on 
their  backs.     I  sliall  therefore  proceed. 

Passing,  for  the  present,  those  parts  of  your  letters  which 
contain  nothing  but  the  most  illiberal  abuse  and  scurrilous 
inve/itives  against  Committees,  Conventions,  &.C.,  I  shall 
take  up  your  political  creed,  and  examine,  with  the  greatest 
freedom,  the  arguments  on  which  you  have  founded  your 
faith.  You  believe  "  that  the  true  interest  of  America  lies 
in  a  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain  on  constitutional  prin- 
ciples ;  and  that  you  wish  it  upon  none  else."  Sir,  I  ear- 
nestly entreat  you,  as  you  wish  not  to  mislead  your  dear 
countrymen,  to  explain  what  you  understand  by  a  reconci- 
liation on  constitutional  principles,  that  I  may  not  mistake 
your  meaning.  It  will  save  much  writing  on  both  sides  to 
give  such  definitions  of  general  terms  as  we  are  determined 
to  abide  by.  I  wish  to  see  the  whole  truth  laid  fairly  before 
the  people,  that  they  may  coolly  consider,  and,  with  the 
utmost  impartiality,  weigh  every  circumstance,  and  choose 
that  alone  which  promises  the  greatest  security  to  their  rights 


and  privileges,  and  affords  them  the  surest  pi-ospect  of  wealth 
and  happiness.  I  shall,  therefore,  cheerfully  define  every 
term  which  Cato  may  think  dubious,  or  calculated  to  mislead ; 
and  I  demand  the  same  of  Cato.  If  he  is  the  honest  man 
he  wishes  to  appear,  he  will  not  refuse  me.  Let  us  canvass 
everything  to  the  bottom ;  and  let  not  dark  hints,  unproved 
assertions,  or  ungenerous  inuendoes,  against  the  designs  of 
incorruptible  patriots,  be  hereafter  palmed  on  the  people  for 
argument ;  but  when  truth  is  exhibited  to  them  in  the  fullest 
and  fairest  maimer,  let  them  judge  for  themselves.  Upon 
due  information,  I  doubt  not,  they  will  judge  right ;  and  that 
judgment  I  am  resolved  to  abide  by. 

But  why  does  Cato  labour  so  incessantly  to  bias  his  rea- 
der by  so  many  and  such  long  and  pathetick  harangues  of 
the  horrors  of  war,  and  its  powers  of  desolation  ?  Slavery  is 
certainly  a  much  more  terrible  evil,  in  every  respect,  than 
war ;  for  the  evils  of  war  are  both  tolerable  and  temporary ; 
while  the  miseries  of  slavery  are  intolerable  and  endless. 
War  may  cut  off  thousands  in  the  bloom  of  their  youth  ;  but 
slavery  destroys  the  very  seeds  of  generation,  not  only  in  the 
animal,  but  vegetable  worid.  How  does  it  look,  Cato,  in  a 
patriot  of  your  magnitude,  to  be  continually  haranguing  on 
the  horrors  of  war,  at  a  time  when  everything  we  hold  dear 
and  valuable  depends  on  the  success  of  our  arms  ?  Were 
you  in  your  beloved  mother  country,  and  the  Pretender, 
with  a  foreign  force,  (suppose  Russians,)  ravaging  her  coasts, 
would  you  harangue  on  these  horrors  to  discourage  resist- 
ance? I  confess  myself  at  great  uncertainty  what  part  you 
would  act  on  such  an  occasion  ;  but  I  strongly  presume  that 
in  case  you  did,  you  would  be  accounted  a  disaffected  trai- 
tor, and  treated  accordingly.  But  I  ask  pardon,  sir;  you 
do  not  like  to  be  questioned.  Surely,  were  you  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  enemy,  your  native  appetite  for  peace  would  soon 
put  an  end  to  their  murderous  designs !  You  are  not  con- 
scientiously scrupulous,  neither ;  for  you  declare  you  will 
turn  out  against  us  if  there  be  any  attempt  to  set  the  French 
and  English  by  the  ears.  Take  no  help  !  Take  no  help ! 
Fight  alone,  Whigs,  till  you  are  all  cut  off;  and  then  we 
Tories  will  submit  and  have  the  whole.  This  is  the  lan- 
guage of  Cato.  Now,  though  I  am  as  confident  that  your 
publications  are  intended  to  reduce  us  to  slavery  as  you  can 
be  that  mine  propose  a  continuation  of  the  war ;  and  though 
I  can  more  easily  prove  the  one  than  you  can  the  other ;  yet 
I  have  not  endeavoured,  by  alarming  descriptions  of  the 
miseries  of  slavery,  to  prejudice  my  reader  against  the  argu- 
ments of  my  opponents.  Cassandra  has  no  point  to  carry, 
and,  therefore,  detests  such  shifts.  God  forbid  that  I  should 
ever  consider  my  own  interest  as  separate  from  the  general 
interest  of  mankind  !  And  with  equal  fervency  of  devotion  I 
pray  that  all  who  have,  may  be  finally  defeated  in  their  at- 
tempts against  these  Colonies.  You  have  filled  neariy  the 
one-half  of  the  five  letters  you  have  already  published  with 
horrible  descriptions  alone.  Do  you  imagine,  Cato,  that  we 
are  all  affected  with  nervous  complaints,  and  that  you  can 
do  more  for  your  cause  by  alarming  our  feai-s  than  informing 
our  judgments  ?  If  this  be  not  your  design,  pray  publish  as 
many,  as  terrible,  and  as  animated  descriptions  of  the  mise- 
ries of  slavery  as  you  have  done  on  the  horrors  of  war,  and 
then  leave  the  people  to  judge  which  they  would  choose. 
Do  not  let  us  throw  them  into  a  panick  and  confusion,  and 
then  desire  them  to  examine  widi  coolness  and  deliberation. 
There  is  a  dignity  in  honesty,  and  a  pleasing  fortitude  in 
conscious  integrity,  which  I  could  wish  Cato  to  experience. 
The  subject  demands  a  clear,  plain,  full,  rational,  and  manly 
discussion  ;  and  it  ought  to  have  it.  It  is  certainly  worthy 
of  all  the  labour  we  can  bestow  upon  it.  Liberty  or  slavery 
is  now  the  question.  Let  us  but  fairly  discover  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  these  Colonies  on  which  side  Liberty  has  erected 
her  banner,  and  we  will  leave  it  to  them  to  determine  whe- 
ther they  would  choose  liberty,  though  accompanied  with 
war,  or  slavery,  attended  by  peace. 

The  present  contest  is  a  contest  of  Constitutions,  and  the 
war  a  war  of  Legislatures.  The  common  wars  of  nations 
arc  the  wars  of  one  crowned  head  against  another,  in  which 
the  people  have  little  share,  and  are  as  little  consulted.  The 
crowned  head  on  each  side  declares  war,  or  negotiates  peace, 
without  conferring  with  them.  But  this  war  is  a  war  be- 
tween the  British  Parliament  and  the  Colonial  Assemblies ; 
it  is,  in  fact,  become  a  war  between  the  People  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  People  of  America ;  and  though  both  have 
heretofore  acknowledged  the  same  King,  (and  he,  in  duty, 
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ought  to  have  remained  neuter,)  yet,  as  he  has  joined  the 
British  Parliament  against  us,  he  lias  become  a  party  in  the 
quarrel.  Hence,  so  far  as  the  present  is  a  contest  of  Consti- 
tutions, the  Parliament  has  evidently  won  the  field  ;  for  the 
whole  force  of  the  Ijcij^islature  of  Great  Britain  has  been, 
from  the  first  day  of  the  controversy,  armed  against  us  ;  but 
we  have,  in  no  one  instance,  been  able  to  call  forth  the 
strength  of  our  Legislatures  to  opjiose.  Nay,  we  have  con- 
stantly had  them  against  us,  ready  to  join  the  foe.  I  ask, 
how  happens  this,  Cato?  \Vhy  are  yoii  so  in  love  with 
such  a  Constitution?  As  you  are  not  fond  of  answering 
silly  queries,  I  will  endeavour  to  answer  them  myself:  it  is, 
because  our  Legislatures  are  dependant  on  our  very  enemy, 
and  theirs  is  independent  of  us.  Our  constitutional  connec- 
tion with  Britain  gives  her  so  prodigious  an  advantage  over 
us,  that,  if  we  had  strictly  adhered  to  our  chartered  Consti- 
tutions, we  would  have  been  enslaved  belbre  this  time ;  and 
it  will  ever  be  so  as  long  as  we  are  dependant. 

Both  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  are  the 
choice  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain;  but  though  our 
Assemblies  are  our  choice,  our  Govemours  are  not ;  they 
are  either  nominated  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  some 
one  of  his  British  subjects,  which  effectually  destroys  their 
utility  to  us  in  this,  and  every  such  controvei'sy,  which  has 
already,  or  is  likely  hereafter  to  happen.  Their  salaries, 
though  the  gift  of  the  people,  are  evidently  no  counterpoise 
to  their  nomination,  if  facts  can  prove  any  thing — and  for 
this  plain  reason,  that,  though  we  grant  the  wages,  yet  it 
rests  in  the  power  of  the  King  whether  they  shall  enjoy  it 
or  not,  as,  after  the  appointment,  the  continuance  of  it  de- 
pends entirely  on  him. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain,  though  our  King,  will  ever 
join  the  Parliament  against  us  as  often  as  a  contention  hap- 
pens. The  Parliament  are  his  tools  ;  and  their  illegal  claims 
are  only  a  specious  covering  for  his  endeavoure  after  arbi- 
trary power  in  the  first  place ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  his 
Crown,  his  dignity,  and  his  support,  depend  entirely  upon 
their  grants,  and  not  upon  oure.  He  will,  therefore,  take 
part  with  them  on  every  occasion.  On  the  contrary,  his 
Representatives  are  not  so  dependant  on  us  as  to  oblige  them 
to  take  part  with  us.  This  is  not  all ;  for  in  every  Province 
where  they  had  the  power,  they  not  only  refused  to  concur 
in  our  measures,  but  also  prevented  us  from  making  use  of 
our  Representatives,  that  we  might  not  have  the  shadow  of 
a  Legislature  to  support  us ;  and  even  in  those  Provinces 
where  his  power  has  not  extended  so  far,  he  has  constantly 
gone  as  far  as  he  could.  This  is  not  all  yet ;  for  in  many 
they  have  corrupted  the  ignorant  and  illiterate  by  bribes, 
set  up  the  Royal  standard  against  us,  and  obliged  us  to  fight 
under  every  disadvantage.     Is  it  not  so,  Cato  1 

There  is,  therefore,  a  capital  defect  in  our  chartered  Con- 
stitutions ;  a  defect  which  makes  an  essential  difference  be- 
tween the  present  state  of  our  liberties  and  that  secured 
to  Englishmen  by  Magna  Charta;  a  defect  which,  if  not 
effectually  removed,  will  oblige  us  ever  to  hold  our  liberties 
at  the  point  of  our  swords,  or  by  that  most  precarious  of  all 
tenures — ^will  and  pleasure.  The  immortal  Barons  were 
too  wise  to  be  duped  by  fair  promises.  They  drew  their 
swords,  determined  to  obtain  absolute  security ;  and  they 
did  obtain  it.  They  obtained,  by  Magna  Charta,  the  con- 
stitutional right  of  levying  war  against  the  King  as  often  as 
he  should  attempt  to  infringe  upon  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple. Were  our  Govemours  the  choice  of  the  people,  and 
dependant  on  them  for  their  salaries,  we  would,  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  be  able  to  make  a  constitutional  resistance  to 
oppression — to  oppose  Constitution  to  Constitution.  But 
this  not  being  the  case,  the  Parliament  has  plainly  the  ad- 
vantage. It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  our  security  to  have 
our  Govemours  as  much  dependant  on  the  people  o{ Ame- 
rica as  the  King  is  on  those  of  Great  Britain,  before  our 
Constitutions  can  be  of  any  service  to  us  against  British 
encroachments  ;  or  that,  when  our  Govemoui-s  refuse  dieir 
concurrence,  our  Representatives  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
setting  them  aside,  and  acting  legislatively  without  them. 
This  is  a  clause  as  essential  to  the  security  of  America  as 
the  clause  which  grants  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  the 
right  of  declaring  war  against  the  King  when  he  attempts  to 
disturb  their  privileges.  Will  Cato  stand  it  out  till  this  is 
obtained  ? 

But  as  the  contest  is  between  us  and  the  Parliament,  we 
ought  now  to  inquire  liow  we  can  be  secured  against  Parlia- 


mentary encroachments  ?  The  Constitution  of  Great  Bri- 
tain is  such,  that  what  diis  Parliament  docs,  the  next  can 
undo.  And  it  is  imi)ossible  for  one  Parliament  to  pass  a 
bill  which  will  not  he  liable  to  a  repeal  by  any  future  one, 
without  destroying  the  very  essence  of  its  own  Constitution. 
is  there  any  remedy  against  this  defect,  Cato?  Let  us  see 
the  constitutional  dependant  principles,  if  you  are  a  friend 
to  liberty,  which  will  give  absolute  and  permanent  security 
to  our  liberties,  and  not  leave  us  at  the  mercy  of  our  enemy; 
and  dien  we  will  talk  further  on  the  subject.  We  have  gone 
too  far,  and  have  too  much  sense  to  rest  our  future  safely 
on  the  probability  of  her  letting  us  alone  for  the  future. 

Our  constitutional  connection  with  Great  Britain  is  the 
very  plea  alleged  by  Great  Britain  for  her  attempts  to  en- 
slave us.  Now,  if  this  Constitution  is  the  very  foundation 
of  her  claims ;  if  she,  in  consequence  thereof,  had  declared 
us  Rebels,  which  she  could  not,  unless  she  supposed  wo 
violated  the  Constitution  by  our  resistance ;  and  if  it  was 
not  in  our  power  to  make  effectual  opposition,  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  Constitutions  she  gave  us,  why  is  Cato  so 
fond  of  reconciling  us  on  these  principles,  and  on  no  other  ? 
This  looks  not  like  honesty,  Cato.  If  you  love  America, 
and  if  your  attachment  to  the  cause  is  real,  answer  to  these 
things.  A  lover  of  truth  and  liberty  will  be  afraid  of  no 
queries  whatever.  You  say  you  have  viewed  the  ground 
on  which  you  stand,  and  are  not  afraid  to  tread  it  in  the 
sight  of  the  most  vigilant  son  of  liberty.  Here  it  is.  Come 
forth,  then  ;  here  I  wish  to  find  you.  But,  I  beseech  you, 
examine  it  thorouglily  first ;  explore  its  hidden  recesses  ;  for 
I  am  well  assured  it  contains  a  secret  mine,  which,  if  once 
sprung,  will  either  blow  up  you  and  your  party,  or  our 
liberties. 

This  Continent  has  had  a  twelve  years'  constant  experi- 
ence that  the  Constitution  of  the  Colonies  could  not  protect 
them  from  British  oppression.  Can  you  deny  it,  Cato  ? 
However  it  be  against  your  present  designs,  yet  this  you 
must  acknowledge.  Can  you  tell  the  first  day  a  Committee 
existed  on  this  Continent  ?  Did  not  that  day  tell  the  world 
we  had  no  Constitution  that  could  withstand  British  oppres- 
sion ?  Can  you  remember  the  time  our  Assemblies  were 
first  dissolved  for  attempting  to  correspond  with  one  another 
on  the  subject  of  our  grievances  ?  Did  not  that  time  con- 
vince even  Cato  himself  that  our  Constitutions  were  not 
equal  to  the  task  of  protecting  themselves?  Do  you  recol- 
lect the  hour  our  worthy  Govcrnour  refused  to  call  our  As- 
sembly to  consult  on  ways  and  means  to  preserve  our  liber- 
ties ?  Did  not  that  hour  inform  you  that  tlie  chartered  Con- 
stitution of  Pennsylvania  could  do  nothing  for  us  ?  Now, 
if  after  so  long  and  so  severe  a  trial  of  their  defects,  we 
should  still  take  up  with  them  on  the  recommendation  of 
Cato,  might  not  the  worid,  particularly  that  part  of  it 
which  you  say  is  looking  at  us,  laugh  at  our  stupidity  and 
folly  ? 

Your  first  argument  in  support  of  your  creed  is,  that 
"  Agriculture  and  commerce  have  hitherto  been  the  happy 
employments  by  which  these  Middle  Colonies  have  risen 
into  wealth  and  importance.  By  them  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try has  been  changed  from  a  ban-en  wilderness  into  the  hos- 
pitable abodes  of  peace  and-  plenty."  I  forbear  to  point 
out  your  constant  endeavour  to  separate  the  interest  of  the 
Middle  Colonies  from  the  rest,  as  if  the  wealth  of  the  whole 
arose  not  from  the  same  sources  ;  or  as  if  your  description 
of  one  or  two  would  not  answer  for  all.  I  also  forbear  to 
mention  the  care  of  your  party  to  have  your  letters,  diough 
addressed  to  the  People  of  Pennsylvania,  reprinted  in  New- 
York  and  Maryland  papers.  When  you  have  gone  through 
the  demonstration,  how  we  can  have  effectual  security  to 
our  lihei'ties  under  so  defective  Constitutions,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  I  shall  call  upon  you  to  prove  that  agricul- 
ture and  commerce  would  decay,  if  the  whole  world  were 
our  market  instead  of  the  British  Islands,  and  a  few  foreign 
ports  to  which  we  are  most  graciously  permitted  to  export 
a  few  articles.  I  will  also  call  on  you  to  convince  us  tiiat 
a  severe  restraint  on  our  trade  in  many  instances,  and  in 
some  a  total  prohibition,  tends  to  enrich  us.  And  liere  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  show  how  poor  the  Hollanders  have 
grown  since  they  became  independent,  and  were  obliged  to 
support  all  the  expenses  the  Common  Man  has  mentioned. 

But  Cato  has  given  uncommon  proofs  of  his  attachment 
to  trade,  by  declaring  that  he  will  arm  against  us  as  soon 
as  we  form  any  alliance  with  such  powers  as  are  able  and 
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willing  to  draw  off  the  British  fleets  from  blocking  up  our 
ports.  Our  ports  are  now  effectually  shut  by  the  fleets  of 
Great  Britain,  and  there  is  a  total  stop  put  to  our  exports. 
We  have  not  yet  a  fleet  which  can  open  them.  Our  grain 
is  spoiling,  and  the  powers  of  Europe  longing  for  an  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  it  off  our  hands.  All  this  can  be  removed 
by  the  alliance  proposed.  But  Cato  sees  this  would  eter- 
nally frustrate  the  designs  of  his  |)arty.  He  has  therefore 
laboured,  by  eveiy  artifice  of  cunning,  to  prevent  our  taking 
any  step  of  the  kind.  He  hopes  the  country  will,  by  this 
means,  be  brought  to  submit,  and  he  will  triumph  in  our  fol- 
ly. But  where  is  the  real  danger  to  our  liberties,  Cato,  in 
accepting  the  assistance  of  our  neighbouring  fleet  until  we 
have  time  to  fit  out  one  for  the  purpose  ?  Were  we  to 
do  this,  would  not  agriculture  and  commerce  flourish  as 
usual  ? 

"  That  much  of  our  former  felicity  was  owing  to  the  pro- 
tection of  England,  is  not  to  be  denied  ;  and  that  we  might 
still  derive  greater  advantages  from  her  protection  and  friend- 
ship, if  not  valued  at  too  high  a  price,  is  equally  certain," 
says  Cato.  I  could  pardon  a  few  Israclitish  murmurings 
and  hankerings  for  the  onions  of  Egypt ;  but  to  be  inces- 
santly called  back  to  what  we  enjoyed  while  Joseph  lived, 
when  behold  a  Pharaoh  now  reigns  who  knew  him  not,  is 
insult  not  to  be  endured.  Cato  cannot  pretend  ignorance 
of  the  price  of  the  friendship  he  so  strongly  urges  us  to  court. 
If  he  does,  he  is  certainly  a  very  dangerous  guide  for  the 
good  people  to  whom  his  letters  are  addressed.  Cassandra 
affirms  that  the  j)rice  is  no  less  than  an  absolute  surrender 
of  all  our  rights,  liberties,  and  property ;  and  these  once  given 
up,  he  would  gladly  be  informed  what  more  is  left  for  any 
power  to  invade.  All  animals,  under  absolute  domination, 
are  nursed  only  to  be  fleeced.  However  problematical  may 
be  the  question  of  nursing  the  Colonies,  we  have  had  the 
fleecing  demonstrated  with  a  vengeance. 

Cato  adds :  "  If  the  present  differences  can  be  accom- 
modated, there  is  scarce  a  probability  that  she  will  ever  re- 
new the  late  fatal  system  of  policy,  or  attempt  to  employ 
force  against  us."  Two  reasons  induce  me  to  think  the 
mode  of  attack  would  indeed  be  altered ;  for,  obstinate  as 
the  author  of  our  oppression  is,  he  cannot  longer  flatter  him- 
self of  our  falling  an  easy  prey  to  his  force,  if  now  inces- 
siintly  continued.  His  clemency  would  then  certainly  dis- 
pose him  most  graciously  to  enslave  us  by  his  experienced 
and  much  more  successful  method  of  intrigue.  But  as  Cato 
allows  it  is  not  altogether  improbable  that  his  force  may  be 
employed  against  us  in  some  future  day,  Cassandra  would 
gladly  be  informed  by  what  means  we  can  be  secured  from 
that  force,  when,  by  the  treaty  of  protection,  we  are  cut  off 
from  the  right  of  establishing  a  force  of  our  own. 

Conscious  that  this  poor  contrivance  is  prodigious  stale, 
a  thousand  times  repeated,  and  as  often  refuted  by  most 
stubborn  arguments,  founded  on  twelve  years'  invariable 
procedure,  and  really  despairing  to  hold  the  people  long 
in  expectation  of  "  former  protection,"  or  any  more  than  a 
mere  delusive  change  of  the  mode  of  attack,  and  that  change 
as  ill  disguised  as  any  that  have  preceded  it,  Cato  adds, 
(as  if  all  were  one  connected  proposition,)  "  If  they  will 
not  make  up  on  constitutional  principles,  we  have  anns  in 
our  hands,  and  virtue  enough  to  use  them."  As  to  corrup- 
tion, Cato  would  have  us  believe  there  is  hardly  a  man  on 
the  Continent  in  danger  from  that  quarter.  Would  to  God 
we  had  abundant  evidence  of  this  universal  integrity.  Re- 
specting the  arms,  Cato,  with  much  devotion  I  praise  the 
Director  of  human  affairs  that  we  have  them  in  our  hands  ; 
and  I  pray  and  confide  in  His  overmling  providence,  that 
we  may  there  keep  them  till  our  rights  are  placed  on 
a  firmer  foundation  than  the  mere  grace  of  a  conniver  at 
the  destruction  of  millions  on  one  side  the  globe,  and  con- 
triver of  the  devastations  now  daily  committing  on  the  other. 
Well  might  Cato  tell  us  of  our  arms,  for  he  clearly  foresaw 
that  no  wise  man  could  conceive  himself  safe  in  reconcile- 
ment on  his  principles,  without  holding  them  in  his  hands 
continually. 

This  paragraph,  after  flourishing  away  on  the  original 
ground  of  the  contest,  concludes:  "And  if,  hereafter,  in 
fullness  of  time,  it  should  be  thought  necessary  to  separate 
from  the  land  that  gave  birth  to  our  ancestors,  it  will  be  in 
our  perfect  state  of  manhood,  when  we  can  wield  our  arms, 
and  protect  our  commerce  and  coasts  by  our  own  fleets, 
without  looking  to  any  nation  on  earth  for  assistance."    Well 


said,  Cato.  Here  we  agree  for  once.  But  now  that  we  are 
on  good  terms  with  each  other,  let  me  ask  you,  in  a  friendly 
manner,  how  we  are  to  become  masters  of  this  fine  fleet  ? 
Does  Cato  propose  to  insist  upon  it,  as  a  term  of  constitu- 
tional reconciliation  with  the  Ambassadors,  that  we  shall  be 
allowed  to  build  such  a  fleet  ?  Or  does  he  conceive  that 
when  we  arrive  at  just  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  about 
to  commence  as  house-keepers,  our  dear  mother  country 
will  make  us  a  present  of  such  a  fleet  to  set  up  witlj  ?  I 
confess  myself  greatly  incredulous  of  either.  If  Cato  can 
clear  up  my  doubts  on  these  important  heads,  I  will  be 
much  obliged  to  him. 

"  It  has  been  asserted,"  says  Cato,  "  that  we  are  able, 
with  our  land  forces,  to  defend  ourselves  against  the  whole 
world ;  that  if  commerce  be  an  advantage,  we  may  com- 
mand what  foreign  alliance  we  please ;  that  the  moment 
we  declare  ourselves  an  independent  people,  there  are  na- 
tions ready  to  face  the  British  thunder,  and  become  carriers 
of  our  commodities  to  enrich  themselves;  and  if  this  were 
not  the  case,  we  can  soon  build  navies  to  force  and  protect 
a  trade,"  &,c.  Of  this,  Cato  here  intimates  his  suspicion, 
"  because,"  says  he,  "  it  is  not  fully  proved."  Cassandra 
will  prove  the  first  assertion  from  unquestionable  authority, 
for  Cato,  in  his  fourth  letter,  says :  "  1  will  even  go  beyond 
him  in  expressing  my  good  opinion  of  our  situation.  He 
thinks  foreign  assistance  necessary  to  us.  I  think  other- 
wise. We  are  able  to  defend  our  own  rights,  and  to  frus- 
trate the  attempt  of  any  nation  upon  earth  to  govern  us  by 
force."  Cassandra  hopes,  in  a  short  time,  to  prove  every 
assertion  of  Common  ^nse  from  the  same  authority.  He 
wishes  every  position  of  Cato  was  equally  consistent  with 

Common  SeTise.  /-, 

Cassandra. 

P.  S.  As  the  Common  Man  has  called  us  to  a  fair  dis- 
cussion of  the  point,  we  once  for  all  request  every  printer 
on  the  Continent,  who  publishes  Cato's  Letters,  to  publish 
our  replies,  and  particularly  Mr.  Sowers,  of  Gemantoum, 
that  the  subject  may  not  only  have  a  full  diffusion,  but  a 
fair  hearing. 

NATHANIEL  MILLS  AND  OTHERS    TO    NEW-YORK   PROVINCIAIi 
CONGRESS. 
Jamaica,  Long-Island,  April  13,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the 
Township  of  Jamaica,  in  Qiieen's  County,  on  Long-Island, 
beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that  we  have  heretofore  been  dis- 
armed by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  which  we 
peaceably  and  quietly  submitted  to,  as  not  having  it  in  our 
intention  to  act  contrary  to  their  resolves,  or  the  resolves  of 
your  Congress.  Notwithstanding  which,  we  have  lately 
been  plundered  of  our  cattle  and  effects,  which  have  been 
publickly  sold  at  vendue  for  half  their  value,  in  consequence 
of  an  order  issued  by  Captain  Ephraim  Bailey,  in  this  town- 
ship, for  not  appearing  in  arms,  and  answering  to  our  names, 
when  it  is  well  known  we  have  been  deprived  of  our  arms, 
and  thereby  disqualified  for  any  such  service.  Besides  which, 
it  appears  to  us  quite  contrary  to  a  late  resolve  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

We  therefore,  gentlemen,  request  it  as  a  favour  that  you 
will  be  pleased  to  take  this  matter  into  your  serious  consi- 
deration, and,  if  the  treatment  we  have  received  does  not 
proceed  from  any  order  or  direction  of  yours,  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  give  us  such  relief  as  you  may  think  neces- 
sary ;  in  which,  gentlemen,  you  will  oblige  your  respectful, 
humble  servants, 

Nathaniel  Mills,       John  Ramson, 
Jabez  Woodruff,        Jacob  Dean, 
Joshua  Mills,  lyf    „ 

John  Lamberson,         ^irck  ^►^^  Bargin, 
Nicholas  Ludlam,       Peter  Mills, 
Joseph  Oldfield,       Abraham  Colyer. 
Samuel  Mills, 
To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  m New-York. 


EGBERT    BENSON   TO    DELEGATES  FROM   DUTCHESS    COUNTY. 
Rhinebeck  Precinct,  April  13,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Committee  in  this  Precinct  have  lately  com- 
mitted Mordecai  Lester,  Esq.,  and  a  certain  Frederick  Klein, 
to  the  Jail  in  Kingston,  as  the  peace  and  security  of  the  Pre- 
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cinct  rendered  the  confinement  of  these  persons  absolutely 
necessary. 

The  Committee  of  that  place,  at  the  time  of  tiie  commit- 
ment of  Mr.  Doughty,  a  few  months  since,  declared  their 
readiness  to  receive  our  prisoners,  but  expected  we  would 
make  provision  for  their  supjxjrt.  In  consequence  of  this, 
we  requested  that  not  only  with  respect  to  Mr.  Doughty, 
but  any  other  prisonei-s  we  might  send  them,  they  would 
provide  for  them  at  the  cheapest  rate ;  and  the  members  of 
this  Committee,  as  individuals,  engaged  for  the  payment  of  it. 

As  we  have  no  publick  moneys,  nor  any  authority  to 
raise  them,  we  shall,  without  the  interposition  of  Congress, 
be  obliged  to  defray  this  expense  out  of  our  own  pockets. 
I  am  therefore  directed  by  the  Committee  to  write  to  you 
respecting  this  matter,  with  a  request  to  use  your  endeavours 
that  means  may  be  devised  for  making  the  maintenance  of 
these  prisoners  a  publick  charge,  and  that  we  may  no  longer 
remain  liable  in  our  private  capacities. 

Several  persons  are  now  in  Jail  at  Kingston,  and  provided 
for  by  order  of  Congress.  We  therefore  take  the  liberty  of 
suggesting,  as  an  expedient,  that  the  Committee  there  may 
be  directed  to  extend  the  order  to  our  prisoners.  Lester 
and  Doughty  possibly  can,  but  Klein  certainly  cannot  sup- 
port himself.  The  Committee  may  therefore  also  be  direct- 
ed not  to  furnish  the  two  former  with  necessaries,  if  it  should 
appear  that  they  have  estates  sufficient  for  their  own  sub- 
sistence. 

When  Mr.  Doughty  was  taken  into  custody,  we  wrote  a 
similar  letter,  respecting  him,  to  Congress,  and  have  never 
received  an  answer.  1  must  therefore  entreat  an  answer  to 
this,  because  unless  Congress  should  determine  to  make  pro- 
vision for  supporting  our  prisoners,  we  shall  be  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  discharging  them. 

We  conceive  it  will  not  be  expected  we  should  stipulate 
to  defray  the  expense  of  this  business,  or  advance  moneys 
for  the  purpose,  without  a  prospect  of  being  reimbursed. 
We  do  not,  however,  suppose  this  will  be  the  case,  espe- 
cially as  it  may  with  such  ease  be  charged  upon  the  publick 
fiind ;  and  have  no  doubt  but  proper  steps  will  be  taken  to 
release  us  from  our  engagements  to  the  Kingston  Com- 
mittee. 

We  have  not  informed  you  of  the  particular  instances 
of  misconduct  charged  against  these  delinquents.  How- 
ever, the  Committee  is  ready,  upon  the  least  intimation, 
to  furnish  such  proofs  and  reasons  as  we  trust  will  fully  jus- 
tify our  conduct.  And  we  have  the  satisfaction  to  find  that 
not  only  the  County  in  general,  but  even  some  that  are  dis- 
affected, approve  of  the  imprisonment  of  these  persons,  and 
that  it  is  the  only  means  of  preserving  peace  in  the  Precinct. 

I  remain  your  very  humble  servant. 

By  order  of  the  Precinct  Committee: 

Egbert  Benson,  Chairman. 

To  the  Gentlemen   attending  from  Dutchess  County,  as 
Members  in  the  Committee  of  Safety. 


travelling  difficult  by  land,  and  there  is  a  strong  fresh  in  the 
river  against  the  boats,  but  we  shall  endeavour  to  get  on  as 
well  as  we  can.  We  join  in  respects  to  the  Congress,  and 
to  yourself  in  particular. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO    DOCTOR  FRANltLIN. 

Fort  George,  April  13,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  The  lake  is  open  in  so  many  places  that  I 
am  of  opinion  you  may  set  out  for  this  place  as  early  as 
you  can.  I  have  received  some  despatches  from  Canada, 
which  I  enclose  you,  and  by  which  you  will  see  the  neces- 
sity of  sending  a  large  reinforcement.  Please  to  bring  up 
with  you  the  papers  1  enclose,  as  I  have  no  copies  of  them. 

The  bearer  goes  express  to  Congress  and  to  General 
JVashington, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  Dr.  Franklin.  

DOCTOR   FRANKLIN    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Bead  April  23, 1776.] 

Saratoga,  April  13,  1776. 

I  Sir  :  We  have  been  here  some  days,  waiting  for  General 
Schuyler's  orders  to  proceed,  which  we  have  just  received, 
and  shall  accordingly  leave  this  place  to-morrow ;  though 
by  the  advices  from  Canada,  communicated  by  him  to  us, 
and  (as  we  suppose)  sent  forward  to  you,  I  am  afraid  we 
shall  be  able  to  effect  but  little  there.  We  had  a  heavy 
snow  here  yesterday,  and  the  waters  are  so  out  as  to  make 


servant, 


sepv 

To  tlie  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


B.  Franklin. 


THEODORE    STAUNTON    TO    GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL. 

Norwich,  April  13,  1776. 

Sir  :  Captain  TfiHiam  JVilbur,  of  Groton,  has  intimated 
to  me  his  willingness  of  serving  on  board  the  galley  in  the 
character  of  a  master ;  by  what  I  have  heard  of  his  character, 
and  some  pereonal  acquaintance,  I  think  him  as  suitable  a 
person  (if  your  Honour  thinks  fit  to  appoint  him)  as  any  that 
is  likely  to  be  procured. 

I  am  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Theodore  Staunton. 
To  his  Honour  the  Govemour. 


BALTIMORE    committee    TO     PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
Baltimore,  April  14,  1776 — ten  o'clock,  P.M. 

Honourable  Sir:  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  were 
just  now  received  by  our  Committee,  by  express,  from  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  with  a  desire  that  they  might 
be  forwarded  to  you  instantly  ;  indeed,  the  intelligence  they 
contain  we  think  of  too  much  importance  to  have  been  de- 
layed a  moment.  In  consequence  whereof,  we  have  pre- 
vailed on  our  commanding  officer  here  to  appoint  Mr.  David 
Plunket,  a  Lieutenant,  in  whose  pixidence  and  industrj'  we 
can  rely,  to  wait  on  you  with  this ;  and  if  your  honourable 
body  should  think  it  necessary  to  take  any  steps,  or  give 
any  instnictions  to  the  Council  of  Safety  on  the  occasion, 
he  will  wait  your  commands. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  greatest  respect,  honour- 
able sir,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,     Benj.  Nicholson, 
Chairman.     Wm.  Buchanan, 

William  Lux,  John  Smith, 

Vice  Chairman.     John  Boyd, 

James  Calhoun,  John  Sterett. 

Thomas  Harrison, 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  at  Philadelphia. 

Williamsburgh,  April  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  could  not  suffer  a  moment  to  pass  be- 
fore we  transmitted  the  enclosed  copies  of  intercepted  letters, 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Govemour  of 
your  Province,  which  opens  the  schemes  of  Administration 
to  us  in  a  more  explicit  manner  than  any  other  intelligence 
we  have  been  able  to  procure.  We  wish  you  to  transmit 
copies  of  these  letters  to  Congress  without  delay. 

I  am,  for  and  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Virginia,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Page,  Vice  President. 
To  the  Committee  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

N.  B.  A  certain  Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  who  was  refused 
a  permission  by  this  Committee,  has  been  on  board  Lord 
Dunmore's  ship,  and  was  the  person  intrusted  with  the  care 
of  the  enclosed  letters.  He  has  escaped  from  us ;  but,  as 
we  think  him  inimical  to  the  American  cause,  he  ought  to 
be  apprehended.  J.  P.,  V.  P. 

[Circular.]  Whitehall,  December  23,  1775. 

Sir  :  The  King  being  determined,  in  concun-ence  with 
his  Parliament,  to  pursue  the  most  vigorous  measures  for 
reducing  his  rebellious  subjects  in  North-America  to  obe- 
dience, and  for  restoring  legal  Government,  has  given  the 
Royal  assent  to  the  enclosed  act,  which  I  am  commanded 
by  his  Majesty  to  transmit  to  you  ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do  exhort 
all  persons,  upon  whom  the  execution  of  tliis  law  shall  de- 
pend, to  pay  a  due  attention  thereto,  and  to  use  their  best 
endeavours  for  carrying  the  provisions  of  it  into  effect ;  and 
I  trust  when  his  Majesty's  deluded  subjects  in  ttie  Associated 
Colonies  are  better  apprized  of  the  fatal  consequences  of  the 
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conduct  they  have  adopted,  and  see  tlie  determined  spirit  of 
the  nation  to  maintain  its  constitutional  rights,  they  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  means  which  the  justice  and  benevo- 
lence of  the  supreme  Legislature  have  held  out  to  them  of 
being  restored  to  the  King's  grace  and  peace,  and  that  a 
happy  and  lasting  reconciliation  and  union  will  be  efiected. 
And  I  have  the  satislaction  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  order 
to  accelerate  this  desirable  object,  the  proper  steps  have 
been  taken  for  passing  a  commission  under  the  great  seal, 
in  conformity  to  the  last  section  but  one  of  that  act ;  and 
that  the  Conmiissioner,  or  Commissioners,  to  be  apjrointed 
for  that  purpose,  will  have  full  power  to  inquire  into  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  confer  with  proper 
persons  upon  such  j)oints  as  may  be  necessary  for  efiecting 
a  restoration  of  the  publick  tranquillity. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  sen'ant, 

George  Germaine. 
To  Deputy  Govemour  Eden. 


The  clause  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  the  I9th  of  De- 
cember last,  which  ascertains  the  powers  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, is  in  these  words : 

"  Provided,  that  in  order  to  encourage  all  well-affected 
persons  in  any  of  the  said  Colonies  to  exert  themselves  in 
suppressing  the  Rebellion  therein,  and  to  afford  a  speedy  pro- 
tection to  those  who  are  disposed  to  return  to  their  duty,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any  person  or  persons, 
appointed  and  authorized  by  his  Majesty,  to  grant  a  pardon 
or  pardons  to  any  number  or  description  of  persons,  with 
such  exceptions  therefrom  as  shall  seem  fit  and  reasonable, 
by  Proclamation  in  his  Majesty's  name ;  to  declare  any  Co- 
lony or  Province,  Colonies  or  Provinces,  or  any  County, 
Town,  Port,  District,  or  place,  in  any  Colony  or  Province,  to 
be  at  the  peace  of  his  Majesty  ;  and  from  and  after  the  issu- 
ing of  any  such  Proclatnation  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  Colo- 
nies or  Provinces,  or  if  his  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased 
to  signify  the  same  by  his  Royal  Proclamation,  then,  from 
and  after  the  issuing  of  such  Proclamation,  this  act,  with  re- 
spect to  such  Colony  or  Province,  Colonies  or  Provinces, 
County,  Town,  or  Port,  District,  or  place,  shall  cease,  de- 
termine, and  be  utterly  void  ;  and  if  any  captures  shall  be 
made  after  the  date  and  issuing  of  such  Pixxilamation,  or  any 
ships  or  vessels,  and  their  cargoes,  belonging  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  any  such  Colony  or  Province,  Colonies  or  Provinces, 
County,  Town,  or  Port,  District,  or  place,  or  if  any  ships 
trading  to  or  from  such  Colony  or  Province,  Colonies  or 
Provinces,  respectively,  the  same  shall  be  restored  to  the 
ownei-s  of  such  ships  or  vessels,  upon  claim  being  entered, 
and  due  proof  made  of  their  property  therein  ;  and  the  cap- 
tors shall  not  be  liable  to  any  actions  for  seizing  or  detain- 
ing the  said  ships  or  vessels,  or  their  cargoes,  without  proof 
being  made  that  they  had  actual  notice  of  such  Proclamation 
having  been  issued." 

Whitehall,  December  23,  1775. 

Sir  :  It  was  not  till  the  27th  of  November  that  your  de- 
spatch to  Lord  Dartmouth,  of  the  27th  o( August,  was  re- 
ceived here,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  laying  it  before  the 
King ;  and  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Majesty  to  ex- 
press to  you  his  Majesty's  approbation  of  your  zeal  for  the 
publick  service,  and  of  the  unalterable  attachment  you  have 
shown  to  his  person  and  Government  from  the  first  com- 
mencement of  the  unhappy  disputes  which  have  involved 
his  Majesty's  faithful  servants  in  the  Colonies  in  difficulties 
and  distress,  that  are  only  to  be  equalled  by  the  fortitude 
with  which  they  are  borne. 

Your  letter  contains  a  great  deal  of  veiy  useful  information, 
and  your  confidential  communication  of  the  characters  of 
individuals,  more  especially  of  such  as  come  over  into  Eng- 
land, is  of  great  advantage ;  and  you  may  rest  assured  that 
every  ]X)ssible  precaution  will  be  used  that  no  part  of  your 
letter  shall  transpire. 

An  armament,  consisting  of  seven  regiments,  with  a  fleet 
of  frigates  and  small  shij)s,  is  now  in  readiness  to  proceed  to 
the  Southern  Colonies,  in  order  to  attempt  the  restoration  of 
legal  Government  in  that  part  of  America.  It  will  proceed, 
in  the  first  place,  to  North- Carolina,  and  from  thence  either 
to  South-  Carolina  or  Virginia,  as  circumstances  of  greater 
or  less  advantage  shall  point  out ;  if  to  the  latter,  it  may 


have  very  important  consequences  to  the  Colony  under  your 
Government ;  and,  therefore,  you  will  do  well  to  consider 
of  every  means  by  which  you  may,  in  conjunction  with  Lord 
Ditn?nore,  give  facility  and  assistance  to  its  operations. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Germaine, 
To  Deputy  Govemour  Eden, 


SAMUEL  PURVIANCE,  JUN.,  TO  THE  BALTIMORE  DEPLTATION, 
AT    ANNAPOLIS. 

Baltimore,  April  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Captain  James  Nicholson  having  returned 
yesterday  evening  with  his  tender,  we  have  despatched  her 
to  Annapolis,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Nicholson 
and  Captain  Samuel  Smith,  with  a  number  of  picked  men 
well  armed,  to  be  at  your  and  the  Council's  command,  in 
case  the  Govemour  should  have  escaped  before  you  get 
down.  As  this  boat  can  both  row  and  sail,  we  judged  her 
much  better  fitted  for  the  pursuit  than  any  vessel  that  could 
be  found  at  Annapolis ;  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  may 
still  be  possible  to  overtake  the  Govemour  before  he  may 
leave  Colonel  Fitzhugh's,  where,  it  is  possible,  he  may  call. 
Captain  Smith  has  directions  to  use  every  precaution  that 
no  alarm  may  be  given  by  the  boat's  going  down,  and  we 
confide  in  his  prudent  management  of  the  matter.  In  case 
there  is  no  occasion  for  his  service,  the  vessel  can  instantly 
return  back.  This  measure  has  been  determined  on  by 
General  Budmnan,  Mr.  Lux,  William  Buchanan,  Doctor 
Boyd,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  myself;  but  they  being  now  all 
gone  to  dinner,  cannot  find  them  to  sign  this. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Purviance,  Jun. 


CAPTAIN   NICHOLSON  S    ORDERS    TO   LIEUT.    NICHOLSON. 

Sir  :  You  are  immediately  to  proceed,  with  the  Deferux't 
tender,  off  the  harbour  of -47mapo&,  and  there  to  land  Cap- 
tain Smith.  While  he  is  ashore,  you  are  to  stand  off  and 
on  the  harbour,  and  examine  every  boat  that  comes  out  of 
Annapolis,  or  thereabouts,  (taking  care  to  distress  no  boat 
unnecessarily ;)  and  if  you  find  Governour  Eden  and  Secre- 
tary Smith,  or  either  of  them,  you  are  to  make  thera  prison- 
ers. If  Captain  Smith  has  orders  to  deliver  tliem  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  you  will,  in  that  case,  deliver  them  up 
to  him  for  that  purpose ;  if  not,  bring  them  on  board  the 
Defence.  If,  upon  Captain  Smith's  return,  you  find  they 
are  not  at  Annapolis,  you  are  then  to  proceed  down  to  Co- 
lonel Fitzhugh's,  and  assist  Captain  Smith,  if  necessary,  in 
exatnining  the  Colonel's  house  and  in  making  them  prison- 
ers. Provided  they  are  not  to  be  found  in  either  place,  and 
you  have  reason  to  think  you  can  overtake  them  in  standing 
farther  down  the  bay,  in  that  case  you  will  proceed  as  far 
as  prudence  will  direct  you.  You  must  be  particularly  care- 
ful in  your  watch  while  off  Annapolis.  Take  care  to  con- 
sult Captain  Smith  in  all  cases. 

Given  from  under  my  hand,  this  14th  April,  1776,  at 
FelTs  Point,  Baltimore. 

James  Nicholson. 

To  Mr.  John  Nicholson,  Lieutenant  of  the  Ship  Defence. 

N.  B.  If  you  find  Mr.  Ross,  you  will  likewise  make  him 
prisoner. 

MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  COLONEL  SMALLWOOD. 

[No.  118.]  Annapolis,  April  14,1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  requested  to  send  a  commissioned 
officer  to  apprehend  Alexander  Ross,  of  this  Province,  on 
suspicion  of  his  having  been  instmmental  in  communicating 
intelligence  to  I^ord  Dunmore  and  other  persons  inimical  to 
this  Province  and  to  the  cause  of  America,  and  to  bring  him, 
with  all  convenient  speed,  before  the  Council  of  Safety. 
The  officer  you  send  will  probably  find  him  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Queenstown,  in  (^ueen  Anne's  County ;  and  for 
so  doing  this  shall  be  your  justification. 

Witness  our  hands,  this  14th  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini 
1776. 
To  Colonel  William  Smallwood. 

N.  B.  The  officer  is  to  command  what  assistance  he  may 
want  after  he  gets  to  the  Eastern-Shore. 
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MARYLAND    COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY   TO   THOMAS    SMYTH. 
[So.  119.]  Annapolis,  April  14,  1776. 

Gentlemkn  :  Very  urgent  affairs  of  the  Province  require 
your  attendance  in  Council.    We  therefore  request  you  will 
Limniediately  join  us  at  Annapolis. 
We  arc,  &c. 

"To  Thomas  Smyth  and  T.  B.  Hands,  Esquires. 


that   the  coast  is  clear  before  any  more  of  the  Continental 
Troops  embark  from  Aew-London. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Admiral  Eseck  Hopkins. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  JOHN  ADAMS,  DATED  PHILA- 
DELPHIA, APRIL  14,  1776. 

You  justly  complain  of  my  short  letters ;  but  the  critical 
state  of  things,  and  the  multiplicity  of  avocations,  must  plead 
niy  excuse.  You  ask  where  the  fleet  is  ?  The  enclosed 
papers  will  inform  you.  You  ask  what  sort  of  defence  Vir- 
ginia  can  make  ?  I  believe  they  will  make  an  able  defence. 
Their  Militia  and  Minute-men  have  been  some  time  em- 
ployed in  training  themselves,  and  they  have  nine  battalions 
of  Regulars  (as  they  call  them)  maintained  among  them, 
under  good  officers,  at  the  Continental  expense.  They 
have  set  up  a  number  of  manufactories  for  fire-arms,  which 
are  busily  employed.  They  arc  tolerably  supj)lied  with 
powder,  and  are  successful  and  assiduous  in  making  salt- 
petre. Their  neighbouring  sister,  or  rather  daughter  Colony 
of  North- Carolina,  which  is  a  warlike  Colony,  and  has 
several  battalions  at  the  Continental  expense,  as  well  as  a 
pretty  good  Militia,  are  ready  to  assist  them,  and  they  are  in 
very  good  spirits,  and  seem  determined  to  make  a  brave  re- 
sistance. The  gentry  are  very  rich,  and  the  common  people 
very  poor.  This  inequality  of  property  gives  an  aristocratical 
turn  to  all  their  proceedings,  and  occasions  a  strong  aver- 
sion in  their  patricians  to  Common  Sense.  But  the  spirit  of 
these  Barons  is  coming  down,  and  it  must  submit.  It  is 
very  true,  as  you  observe,  they  have  been  duped  by  Dun- 
more.  But  this  is  a  common  case.  All  the  Colonies  are 
duped,  more  or  less,  at  one  time  and  another.  A  more 
egregious  bubble  was  never  blown  up  than  the  story  of 
Commissioners  coming  to  treat  with  the  Congress  ;  yet  it  has 
gained  credit  like  a  charm,  not  only  with,  but  against,  the 
clearest  evidence.  I  never  shall  forget  the  delusion  which 
seized  our  best  and  most  sagacious  friends,  the  dear  inhabit- 
ants of  Boston,  the  winter  before  last.  Credulity  and  the 
want  of  foresight  are  imperfections  in  the  human  character, 
tliat  no  politician  can  sufficiently  guard  against. 

You  give  me  some  pleasure  by  your  account  of  a  certain 
house  in  Qiieen-street.  I  had  burned  it  long  ago  in  imagi- 
nation. It  rises  now  to  my  view  like  a  phoenix.  What 
shall  I  say  of  the  Solicitor-General  ?  I  pity  his  pretty  chil- 
dren ;  I  pity  his  father  and  his  sisters.  I  wish  I  could  be 
clear  that  it  is  no  moral  evil  to  pity  him  and  his  lady.  Upon 
repentance,  they  will  certainly  have  a  large  share  in  the 
compassions  of  many.  But  let  us'  take  warning,  and  give 
it  to  our  children.  Whenever  vanity  and  gayety,  a  love  of 
pomp  and  dress,  furniture,  equipage,  buildings,  great  com- 
pany, expensive  divereions,  and  elegant  entertainments,  get 
the  better  of  the  principles  and  judgments  of  men  or  women, 
there  is  no  knowing  where  they  will  stop,  nor  into  what 
evils,  natural,  moral,  or  political,  they  will  lead  us.  Your 
description  of  your  own  gaiete  de  caeur  charms  me.  Thanks 
be  to  God,  you  have  just  cause  to  rejoice ;  and  inay  tlie 
bright  prospect  be  obscured  by  no  cloud.  As  to  declara- 
tions of  independency,  be  patient.  Read  our  privateering 
laws  and  our  commercial  laws.     What  signifies  a  word  ? 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    ADMIRAL    HOPKINS. 

New-York,  April  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  information  that  the  Nautilus 
sloop-of-war  is  arrived  here  from  Newport,  said  to  be  sent 
express  from  thence  for  the  Asia,  Phenix,  and  Savage,  and 
that  they  are  intended  for  New-London,  in  order  to  block  up 
your  squadron  in  that  harbour.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give 
you  notice  of  this  by  express,  that  you  might  take  your  mea- 
sures accordingly.  The  Phenix,  Savage,  and  Nautilus, 
sailed  this  morning.  The  Asia  still  remains  in  the  har- 
bour. 

I  should  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  forward 
the  cannon  and  stores  I  left  a  list  with  you  for,  as  soon  as 
possMe ;  and  as  the  men-of-war  are  now  out,  I  should  be 
extremely  glad  if  you  would  keep  a  good  look-out,  to  see 


LIEUTENANT    JONES    TO   JOSEPH    HEWES. 

Alfred,  New-London  Harbour,  April  14,  1776. 

Sir:  When,  agreeable  to  your  request,  I  undertook  to 
write  you  an  account  of  our  proceedings  in  the  fleet,  1  did 
not  imagine  that  I  should  have  been  so  stinted  in  ])oint  of 
time.  1  owed  you  a  much  earlier  account ;  but  since  our 
arrival  here,  the  repaii-s  and  business  of  the  ship  have  re- 
quired my  constant  attention.  1  will  endeavour  to  be  more 
punctual  hereafter ;  in  the  meanwhile,  hope  you  will  excuse 
this  omission  till  1  can  account  for  it  personally.  I  pass 
over  what  was  prior  to  our  arrival  at  the  Capes  of  Delaware, 
where  we  were  met  by  the  Hornet  sloop,  and  Hasp  schoo- 
ner, from  Maryland. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  the  fleet  put  to  sea  with  a  smart 
northeast  wind.  In  the  night  of  the  19th,  (the  gale  having 
increased,)  we  lost  company  with  the  Hornet,  and  Fly  ten- 
der. We  continued  steering  to  the  southward,  without  see- 
ing a  single  sail,  or  meeting  with  anything  remarkable,  till 
the  1st  o(  March,  when  we  anchored  at  Abaco,  one  of  the 
Bahama  Islands,  having  previously  brought  to  a  couple  of 
New-Providence  sloops,  to  take  pilots  out  of  them.  By 
these  people  we  were  informed  that  there  was  a  large  quan- 
tity of  powder,  with  a  number  of  cannon,  in  the  two  forts 
of  New-Providence.  In  consequence  of  this  intelligence, 
the  Marines  and  Landsmen,  to  the  number  of  three  hun- 
dred and  upwards,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Nicho- 
las, were  embarked  in  the  two  sloops.  It  was  detennined 
that  they  should  keep  below  deck  until  the  sloops  were  got 
in  close  to  the  fort,  and  they  were  then  to  land  instantly, 
and  take  possession  before  the  Island  could  be  alarmed. 
This,  however,  was  rendered  abortive,  as  the  forts  fired  an 
alarm  on  the  approach  of  our  fleet.  We  then  ran  in,  and 
anchored  at  a  small  key  three  leagues  to  windward  of  the 
town,  and  from  thence  the  Commodore  despatched  the  Ma- 
rines, with  the  slooj)  Providence  and  schooner  Wasp,  ta 
cover  their  landing.  They  landed  without  opposition,  and 
soon  took  possession  of  the  eastern  garrison,  {Fort  Mon- 
tague,) which,  after  firing  a  few  shot,  the  Islanders  abandon- 
ed. The  next  morning  the  Marines  marched  for  the  town 
and  were  met  by  a  messenger  from  the  Governour,  who  told 
Captain  Nicholas  that  "  the  western  garrison  (Fort  Nas- 
sau) was  ready  for  his  reception,  and  that  he  might  march 
his  force  in  as  soon  as  he  pleased."  This  was  effected  with- 
out firing  a  gun  on  our  side  ;  but  the  Governour  had  sent  off 
one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  powder  the  night  before. 

Enclosed  you  have  an  inventory  of  the  cannon,  stores, 
fee,  which  we  look  possession  of,  and  brought  off  in  the 
fleet.  We  continued  at  New-Providence  till  the  17th  ultimo, 
and  then  brought  off  the  Governour  and  two  more  gentle- 
men prisoners.  Our  couree  was  now  directed  back  for  the 
Continent,  and,  after  meeting  with  much  bad  weather,  on 
the  5th  instant,  off  Block-Island,  we  took  the  Hawkc  schoo- 
ner, of  six  guns,  one  of  Captain  Wallace's  tendere,  and  the 
bomb-brig  Bolton,  of  eight  guns  and  two  howitzers.  The 
next  morning  we  fell  in  with  the  Glasgow  man-of-war,  and 
a  hot  engagement  ensued,  the  particulai-s  of  which  I  cannot 
communicate  better  than  by  extracting  the  minutes  which  I 
entered  on  the  Alfred's  log-book. 

"  At  two  A.  M.,  cleared  ship  for  action.  At  half  past 
two,  the  Cabot,  being  between  us  and  the  enemy,  began  to 
engage,  and  soon  after  we  did  the  same.  At  third  glass  the 
enemy  bore  away,  and  by  crowding  all  sail,  at  length  got  a 
considerable  way  ahead,  made  signals  for  the  rest  of  the 
English  fleet,  at  Rhode-Island ,  to  come  to  her  assistance, 
and  steered  directly  for  the  harbour.  The  Commodore  then 
thought  it  imprudent  to  risk  the  prizes,  &.C.,  by  pursuing 
farther ;  therefore,  to  prevent  our  being  decoyed  into  their 
hands,  at  half  past  six  made  the  signal  to  leave  off  chase, 
and  haul  by  the  wind  to  join  our  prizes.  The  Cabot  was 
disabled  at  the  second  broadside,  the  Captain  being  dan- 
gerously wounded,  the  Master  and  several  men  killed.  The 
enemy's  whole  fire  was  then  directed  at  us,  and  an  unlucky 
shot  having  carried  away  our  wheel-block  and  rojies,  the 
ship  broached  to,  and  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 
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raking  us  with  several  broadsides,  before  we  were  again  in 
condition  to  steer  the  ship,  and  return  the  fire.  In  the  action 
we  received  several  shot  under  water,  which  made  the  ship 
very  leaky ;  we  had  besides,  the  mainmast  shot  through, 
and  the  upper  works  and  rigging  very  considerably  dama- 
ged ;  yet  it  is  surprising  tliat  we  lost  only  the  Second  Lieu- 
tenant of  Marines  and  four  men,  one  of  whom,  (Martin 
GitUngwater,)  a  Midshipman,  prisoner,  was  in  the  cock-pit, 
and  had  been  taken  in  the  bomb-brig  Bolton  yesterday. 
We  had  no  more  than  three  men  dangerously,  and  four 
slightly,  wounded." 

1  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  you  that  the  Commander- 
in-Cliief  is  respected  through  the  fleet,  and  I  verily  believe 
that  the  officers  and  men,  in  general,  would  go  any  length 
to  execute  his  orders.  It  is  with  pain  that  I  confine  this 
plaudit  to  an  individual ;  I  should  be  happy  in  extending  it 
to  every  Captain  and  officer  in  the  service.  Praise  is  cer- 
tainly due  to  some ;  but,  alas,  there  are  exceptions. 

It  is  certainly  for  the  interest  of  the  service  that  a  cordial 
interchange  of  civilities  should  subsist  between  superior  and 
inferior  officers  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  bad  policy  in  superiors 
to  behave  towards  tiieir  inferiors,  indiscriminately,  as  though 
they  were  of  a  lower  species.  Men  of  liberal  minds,  who 
have  been  long  accustomed  to  command,  can  ill  brook  being 
thus  set  at  nought  by  others,  who  pretend  to  claim  the  mo- 
nopoly of  sense.  The  rude,  ungentle  treatment  which  they 
experience,  creates  such  heart-burnings  as  are  nowise  conso- 
nant with  that  cheerful  ardour  and  spirit  which  ought  ever 
to  be  the  characteristick  of  an  officer ;  and,  therefore,  who- 
ever thinks  himself  hearty  in  the  service,  is  widely  mistaken 
when  he  adopts  such  a  line  of  conduct  in  order  to  prove  it ; 
for  to  be  well  obeyed,  it  is  necessary  to  be  esteemed. 

The  fleet  having  been  reinforced  with  two  hundred  men 
lent  from  the  Army,  is  now  in  condition  for  another  enter- 

Sirise,  and  we  expect  to  embrace  the  first  wind  for  Rhode- 
sland,  where  I  hope  we  shall  meet  with  better  success,  as 
we  understand  that  the  Scarborough  is  now  there.  It  is 
proposed  to  clean  the  ships  at  Providence,  so  that  our  de- 
tention there  will  admit  of  a  return  of  letters  from  Phila- 
delphia. 

Meantime,  with  a  grateful  sense  of  past  favours,  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem,  sir,  your  very  obliged, 

most  humble  servant,  tot 

'  John  Paul  Jones. 

To  the  Honourable  Joseph  Ilewes,  Philadelphia. 


determination.  If  you  think  any  extraordinary  trouble  \a 
worth  any  more  than  my  pay  as  Assistant  Quartermaster- 
General,  you  will  please  to  make  me  what  allowance  you 
think  proper.  His  Excellency  has  been  j)leased  to  give  me 
a  Majority  in  the  Sixth  Regiment  of  Foot,  which  I  shall 
join  as  soon  as  I  finish  the  above  business,  which  1  am  or- 
dered to  do ;  and  I  am,  your  Honour's  most  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant,  John  G.  Fkazer, 

Assistant  Quartermaster-GeneraL 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  The  Quartermaster-General  has  fixed  upon  Jona- 
than Williams,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  as  agent  to  dispose  of  all 
stores  found  here,  except  what  we  want  for  our  Army.  He 
has  already  sold,  to  a  large  amount,  horses,  wheat,  flour,  &ic. 


MAJOR    FRAZER   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  7,  1776.] 

Boston,  April  14,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir  :  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  you 
copies  of  the  lists  of  vessels,  and  ordnance,  and  ordnance 
stores,  left  by  our  enemy  in  this  town,  all  of  which  I  have  pro- 
perly secured  since  they  evacuated  it.  A  more  particular 
account  of  the  cargoes  found  in  the  vessels,  with  an  account 
of  all  other  King's  stores,  I  will  forward  as  soon  as  I  can  ascer- 
tain the  amount  of  each  article.  I  was  ordered  in  here  by 
the  Quartermaster-General  the  same  day  the  enemy  left  the 
town,  in  order  to  take  an  account,  and  secure  all  King's 
stores  ;  which  I  have  been  constantly  employed  about  ever 
since,  and  hope  to  finish  in  about  two  weeks,  when  I  shall 
render  an  account  of  the  whole  of  my  proceedings  to  Colo- 
nel Mijlin,  Quartermaster-General.  The  amount  of  King's 
stores  alone  will,  I  am  sure,  be  worth  upwards  of  fifty  thou- 
sand poimds  sterling,  besides  a  number  of  cables  and  anchors 
taken  up  out  of  the  harbour,  in  three  or  four  fathom  of 
water.  The  anchors  weigh  from  thirty-five  hundred  down 
to  five  hundred  ;  some  very  large  cables  almost  new.  The 
value  of  these  two  articles,  that  I  have  already  got,  is  com- 
puted, by  good  judges,  to  be  worth  three  thousand  pounds 
steriing.  I  have  only  had  twelve  hands  employed  in  this 
work  two  weeks ;  they  are  men  that  I  hired  belonging  to 
the  town,  who  are  very  well  acquainted  with  the  harbour. 
I  hope,  in  two  weeks  more,  to  clear  the  harbour,  and  get 
out  a  number  more  of  anchors  and  cables,  &;c.  The  men 
expect  to  be  allowed  salvage,  besides  their  pay,  for  every 
thing  taken  beyond  low-water  mark,  as  well  as  for  the  car- 
goes of  salt,  wliich  would  all  have  been  lost  had  we  not 
used  the  greatest  industry  to  have  got  it  out,  as  the  vessels 
were  all  left  scuttled.  Your  Honours  will  judge  whether 
this  demand  is  reasonable,  and  please  to  let  me  know  your 


MAJOR  FRAZER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  April  14,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  now  enclose  you  a  more  particular  account  of  the 
vessels  left  by  the  enemy  at  Boston;  also,  an  inventor}'  of 
the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  I  have  not  included 
those  that  are  at  C««<Z€-/s/nnrf,  because  General  W^arrf  informs 
me  that  the  Province  claims  the  whole  of  them. 

We  have  found,  within  this  week,  anchors  and  cables  worth 
at  least  three  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  they  weigh  from 
thirty-five  hundred  weight  down  to  five  hundred  weight, 
(meaning  the  anchors,)  taken  out  in  three  or  four  fathom 
water,  at  low  tide.  I  hope  the  Continental  Congress  will 
allow  us  salvage  upon  these,  as  well  as  other  things  which 
we  have  secured.  I  have  had  only  twelve  men  employed 
constantly  in  clearing  the  docks,  &.C.,  who  do  not  belong  to 
the  Army. 

On  Thursday  last,  the  people  at  Cohasset,  observing  a 
brig  coming  up  the  bay,  armed  themselves,  and  manned 
three  or  four  whale-boats,  went  off",  and,  finding  her  to  be 
a  merchantman,  boarded  and  took  her.  She  was  from  the 
West-Indies,  laden  with  rum  and  sugar ;  rum,  three  hundred 
hogsheads,  for  General  Howe's  Army,  which  they  expected 
to  find  here. 

On  Friday  morning  last,  ran  away  from  the  Renown, 
ship-of-war,  now  lying  in  Nantasket-Road,  eight  British 
seamen  that  belonged  to  her,  who  brought  off  the  cutter, 
and  landed  at  Point-Shirley,  and  are  now  in  this  town. 

Commodore  Manly's  crew,  that  he  took  in  the  last  rich 
prize,  are  in  close  prison  in  this  town.  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr. 
Brush,  and  three  others,  were  examined  by  the  General 
Court,  who  were  all  committed  to  prison  yesterday.  Brush 
in  irons. 

I  expect  to  settle  all  my  accounts,  and  finish  all  matters 
in  my  late  department,  this  week ;  and  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you  to  give  me  leave  to  come  to  New-  York,  to 
have  a  final  settlement  with  Colonel  Mijlin,  and  deliver  up 
the  books,  he.  Mr.  James  Gray,  who  did  the  business  in 
my  department  before  my  appointment,  has  lived  with  me 
ever  since,  and  I  think  he  is  tlie  most  proper  person  to  suc- 
ceed me  now,  as  he  is  very  capable,  and  understands  the 
nature '  of  the  business  very  well ;  and  I  hope  your  Excel- 
lency will  be  pleased  to  appoint  him,  which  will  infinitely 
oblige  me,  as  he  will  be  left  entirely  without  business  when 
I  give  up  the  place ;  and  he  has  been  in  the  American  Army 
as  long  as  any  in  it.  Colonel  Mijlin  knows  him  very  well, 
and  has  a  very  good  opinion  of  him. 

Major  Parke  tells  me  he  proposes  to  set  out  for  New- 
York  on  Wednesday  next.  If  he  does,  he  will  leave  a  vast 
number  of  accounts  unsettled,  and  other  affairs  unfinished. 

The  General  Court  of  this  Province  want  some  of  the 
barracks  upon  Winter-Hill,  to  cover  one  thousand  men, 
which  are  to  be  raised  immediately,  and  stationed  at  Noddle's 
Island. 

I  hope  your  Excellency  and  lady  had  a  pleasant  journey 
to  New-York;  and  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  John  G.  Frazer. 

To  General  Washington. 

A  List  of  Vessels  remaining  in  Boston  Harbour  after  the 

Enemy  evacuated  the  Town,  with  the  proper  Oumers' 

names,  according  to  the  best  information ;  viz  : 

I.  A  Brigantine  Privateer,  commanded  by  Captain  Mar- 

tindalc,  taken  by  the  Fowey,  man-of-war,  burden  one 

hundred  and  ten  tons ;  at  Tikston's  Wharf. 
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2.  A  Brigantine  loaded  with  Salt,  one  hundred  and  twenty 

tons,  ownefl  by  Major  Fcddrick,  of  Marblehead ;  at 
Tileston's  Wharf,  scuttled. 

3.  A  Brigantine  loaded  with  Salt,  one  hundred  and  forty 

tons,  owned  by  Robert  Hooper,  Esq.,  of  jyiarbkhead ; 
at  Tilcston's  Wharf. 

4.  A  Brijcantine  from  Jamaica,  belonging  to  Providence; 

no  cargo  on  board ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  ;  at 
T\kston's  Wharf. 
-5.  A  Brigantine  loaded  with  Lumber,  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  tons,  Captain  Fike  niaster ;  masts  cut  away. 

6.  A  small  Fishing-13oat,  ten  tons,  owned  by  Moses  Pitch- 

er; at  Gardner's  Wharf. 

7.  A  Brigantine  loaded  with  Lumber,  but  taken  out  by  the 

enemy,  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons;  at  Rowe's  Wharf, 
owned  at  Portsmouth. 
■8.  A  Schooner,  forty-five  tons,  formerly  belonging  to  Pick- 
ering, sold  at  vendue,  and  purchased  by  John  Rome, 
Esq. ;  at  Rowe's  fVharf. 

9.  A  Slooj),  seventy-five  tons,  belonging  to  this  Province, 

taken  by  a  man-of-war ;  at  liaWs  Wharf. 

10.  A  Schooner,  Sophia,  owned  by  Thomas  Bishop,  Esq., 

Commander  of  the  Lively,  forty  tons  ;  at  HaWs  Wharf. 
H .  A   Schooner,  thirty  tons,  owned  by  Mr.  Shimmear, 
Commissary-General  of  the  King's  Forces ;  at  Peck's 
Wharf 

12.  A  Sloop  belonging  to  Rhode-Island,  loaded  with  con- 

demned Stores  of  the  King's  ships,  masts  cut  away, 
and  she  scuttled ;  at  Peck's  H'Tinrf 

13.  A  Schooner,  thirty-five  tons ;  at  Peck's  IVharf 

14.  A  Sloop,  fomierly  belonging  to  Rhode-Island,  taken 
with  Wood,  seventy-five  tons;  at  Ilallowell's  Shiv- 
Yard. 

15.  A  Brigantine,  one  hundred  tons,  Jewet  master,  belong- 

ing to  Newbury;  at  HalloiueWs  Ship-Yard. 

16.  A  Fishing-Boat,  owned  by  Mandamus  Councellors ;  in 

Oliver's  Dock. 

17.  A  Boat,  ten  tons,  from  Rhode-Island,  owned  by  Ho- 

mans,  a  tailor ;  at  Oliver's  Dock. 

18.  A  Schooner,  owned  by  Mr.  Williams,  o(  Boston,  one 
hundred  and  ten  tons ;  at  Oliver's  Dock. 

19.  A  Schooner,  cut  out  of  Stonington  Harbour,  loaded 
with  Sugar,  Molasses,  &tc.,  sixty  tons ;  at  Phillips's 
IVharf  masts  cut  away. 

20.  A  Sloop,  seventy-five  tons,  belonging  to  Nantucket,  now 

the  property  oi' N. Ray  Thomas;  at  Phillips's  Wharf 

21.  A  Schooner,  ninety  tons,  owned  by  Samuel  M'Tiite,  of 
Marblehead;  at  Phillips's  IVliarf 

22.  A  Schooner,  twenty  tons,  owned  by  William  Perry ;  at 

the  Long  Wharf 

23.  A  Schooner,  seventy  tons,  with  some  Salt  on  board, 
owned  by  Major  Peddrick,  of  Marblehead ;  at  Minot's 
Wharf 

24.  A  Brigantine,  belonging  to  Marblehead,  one  hundred 
and  forty  tons ;  at  the  Long  HTiarf 

25.  A  Sloop,  belonging  to  the  eastward,  ninety  tons  ;  at  the 

Long  Wharf 

26.  A  Brigantine,  loaded  with  Oil,  owned  by  Colonel  Han- 
cock, ninety  tons. 

27.  A  Schooner,  ninety  tons,  owned  by  Captain  Cobb ;  at 

Treat's  Wliarf 

28.  A  Schooner,  fifty-five  tons,  owned  by  Conner,  a  butcher ; 

in  Town  Dock. 

29.  A  Schooner,  loaded  with  Salt,  owned  by  Captain  White, 

of  Salem;  at  Phillips's  Wharf. 

30.  A  Schooner,  ninety -five  tons,  owned  by  Webb ;  at  his 

Wharf;  masts  cut  away. 

31.  A  Schooner,  at  Noble's  IMiarf  forty-five  tons,  owned 

by  John  Wliite,  of  Boston ;  masts  cut  away. 

32.  A  Ship,  three  hundred  tons,  owned  at  the  Grenards, 
bound  to  Portsmouth,  loaded  witii  Rum,  Sugar,  and 
Molasses ;  had  sixteen  Guns  in  her  hold  ;  brought  in 
here  by  a  man-of-war. 

33.  A  new  Ship  belonging  to  the  Honourable  John  Ilajv- 

cock,  Esq. ;  at  his  Wharf;  masts  cut  away,  and  other- 
wise much  damaged. 

34.  A  Schooner,  called  The  Hope,  one  of  the  King's  Armed 

Tenders,  sold  by  tiie  Admiral  to  one  Breed,  of  Lon- 
don ;  at  Hancock's  Wharf. 

35.  A  Schooner  at  Hutchinson's  IVharf  seventy  tons,  owned 

by  Captab  Vernon. 


36,  37.  Two  small  Sloops,  belonging  to  the  King,  employed 
as  Tenders — one  fowtierly  taken  at  Philadelphia,  the 
other  fiom  Rhode-Island ;  at  Clark's  Ship-Yard. 

38.  A  Ship,  three  liundred  tons,  owned  by  Captain  Vernon; 

masts  cut  away. 

39.  A  Brig,  one  hundred  and  ten  tons,  owned  by  Captain 

Vernon ;  masts  cut  away. 

40.  A  Sloop,  seventy  tons,  owned  by  Captain  Vernon; 
masts  cut  aw  ay. 

41.  A  Schooner  belonging  to  Enoch  Tiley,  of  Casco-Bay, 
and  others,  one  hundred  and  ten  tons  ;  at  Vernon's 
Wharf;  no  masts. 

42.  A  Schooner  owned  by  Captain  Dodge,  of  Salem,  sixty 

tons ;  at  New-Boston. 

43.  One  Sloop  drifted  on  Dorchester-Flats ;  names  of  own- 

ers not  known. 

A  Sloop,  drifted  on  Dorchester-Flats;  names  of  the 
owners  not  known. 

A  Schooner,  drifted  to  Chelsea,  loaded  with  Oil,  be- 
longing to  Benjamin  Jepson. 

John  G.  Frazer, 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General. 
Boston,  April  14,  1776. 


44. 
45. 


LETTER    AND    PETITION   FROM    NOVA-SCOTIA   TO    GENERAL 
WASHINGTON. 

[Enclosed  in  General  Washington's  Letter  to  Congress,  dated  March 
27,  1776.] 

Cumberland,  Nova-Scotia,  February  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  may  reasonably  imagine  that  it  is  presumptuous 
in  me  to  take  such  liberty  in  writing  to  your  Excellency ; 
still,  its  going  from  one  whose  principles  are  actuated  from 
the  genuine  feelings  of  liberty,  and  an  indelible  anxiety  for 
the  happiness  of  his  country,  animates  an  assurance  that  it 
will  meet  rather  with  a  feeling  of  sympathy  than  censure ; 
more  particularly  as  it  is  addressed  to  you,  sir,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  that  Anny  which  is  opposing  the  mandates  of  a  cor- 
rupt and  despotick  Ministry,  whose  views  and  intent  can  be 
founded  upon  no  other  principles  than  to  bring  the  subjects 
of  Britain  to  as  abject  slavery  as  the  subjects  of  the  most 
arbitrary  Eastern  monarchy.  Sensible  I  am  of  the  impor- 
tance of  this  proceeding,  my  inability  of  performing  anything 
in  this  great  struggle,  and  the  danger  I  expose  myself  and 
family  to  in  being  treated  with  tiiat  accumulated  vengeance 
used  by  such  men,  who  are  actuated  by  publick,  as  well  as 
private  prejudices  ;  still,  my  fear  and  dread  is  yet  more  when 
I  consider  the  state  of  my  country,  that,  by  lying  passive,  I 
expose  myself  and  posterity  to  be  bound  in  chains  of  slavery 
and  wretchedness,  and  not  only  that,  but  have  that  infamous 
epithet  entailed  upon  them,  of  being  like  those  sluggish  and 
slothful  wretches,  as  represented  of  the  tribe  of  Issachar. 
You  will,  therefore,  pardon  this  impudence  of  mine. 

The  great  contest  between  Britain  and  America  has" 
hitherto  been  only  treated  with  speculation  amongst  us.  A 
spirit  of  sympathy,  I  presume,  for  our  brethren  on  the  Con- 
tinent, reigns  in  the  breasts  of  the  generality  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. With  gladness  and  cheerfulness  would  we  be  active 
in  the  glorious  struggle,  had  our  situation  and  circumstances 
been  any  way  such  that  there  was  the  least  glimpse  of  suc- 
cess ;  but  our  remoteness  from  the  other  Colonies,  and  our 
form  of  Government,  joined  with  the  indigent  circumstances 
of  the  inhabitants,  render  it  in  a  manner  impossible,  with- 
out succour  from  some  other  quarter.  '^ 

Time  not  permitting,  and  my  mind  impressed  with  accu- 
mulated troubles  for  our  situation,  nor  is  it  necessary,  for  the 
present  intention,  to  give  a  detail  of  the  different  proceed- 
ings and  managements  of  Government ;  so  much  will  suf- 
fice, to  give  your  Excellency  an  idea  of  the  rise  of  our 
impending  calamity,  if  Providence  does  not  stir  up  some 
means  to  prevent  it. 

The  generality  of  the  Province,  as  I  before  mentioned, 
sympathize  with  the  Colonies.  The  least  encouragement 
or  opportunity  would  have  excited  the  people  to  join  in  the 
defence  of  the  liberty  of  America,  always  rejoicing  when 
they  heard  any  flying  report  that  an  invasion  was  intended. 
A  necessity  there  was  that  the  ral(!rs  in  Government  should 
use  every  means  and  method  to  prevent  giving  uneasiness  to 
the  people,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  preserve  peace.  Yet,  not- 
withstanding, the  men  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  with 
their  emissaries,  following  the  example  of  their  patrons,  the 
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Ministry,  stimulated  with  an  expectation  of  recommend- 
ing themselves  by  showing  their  zealousness  for  the  prero- 
gative, prompts  on  the  Governour  to  some  proclamations 
laying  certain  restraints  on  the  people.  Then,  joining  in 
associations,  offering  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  the  defence 
of  the  supremacy  of  the  Parliament;  and  then,  to  complete 
the  matter,  advise  the  Governour  to  call  the  Assembly  to- 
gether at  a  time  when  the  small-pox  was  raging  at  a  great 
degree.  Many  of  the  country  members  could  not  attend 
on  account  of  the  distemper.  A  bill  was  passed  for  raising 
a  regiment  by  ballot ;  and  another  for  raising  a  tax  to  sup- 
port them.  The  preamble  to  the  latter  was  such,  that,  in 
my  view,  it  carried  the  greatest  implication  of  a  declaration 
of  war  against  the  Colonies.  This  flagrant  proof  of  the  in- 
tention of  these  miscreants  roused  a  spirit  among  the  people, 
and  publick  declarations  were  made  which  before  were  not 
heard.  Some  were  immediately  for  applying  to  your  Ex- 
cellency. Business  was  entirely  stagnated.  Nothing  to  be 
heard  but  war — this  County  in  particular.  The  inhabit- 
ants being  called  to  appear  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
Militia,  diey  complied  with  the  order;  and,  when  met,  they 
all,  to  a  man,  charged  the  officers,  on  their  peril,  to  draw  a 
person.  The  inhabitants  then  agreed  that  an  Address,  Re- 
monstrance, and  Petition,  be  sent  to  the  Governour,  praying 
his  suspending  the  execution  of  said  acts,  and  to  dissolve 
the  House  of  Assembly,  and  call  a  new  one  to  meet  imine- 
diately.  The  Governour  gave  no  other  answer  than  order- 
ing the  officers  of  Militia  and  tax-gatherere  to  desist,  for  the 
present,  the  putting  the  acts  into  execution.  On  the  receipt 
of  this,  the  County  of  Cumberland  again  met,  and  resolved, 
almost  unanimously,  that  it  was  no  way  satisfactory,  and 
that  it  was  only  to  delay  time  till  a  number  of  troops  could 
be  distributed  through  the  different  parts,  as  we  had  suffi- 
cient reason  to  imagine  so  by  the  preparation  and  other 
intelligences  at  Halifax.  We  have,  therefore,  again  peti- 
tioned, pressing  his  Excellency  the  Governour  to  answer 
our  former  request,  by  dissolving  the  Assembly,  and,  for  the 
first  time,  hinting  to  him  our  feeling  for  the  commotions  in 
the  British  Empire,  &ic.  In  this  time  some  recruiting  par- 
ties came  among  us,  as  also  a  person  whom  we  have  found 
to  be  a  spy.  These,  with  others  who  live  among  us  whose 
principles  are  actuated  by  private  prejudices,  besides  their 
enthusiasm  for  arbitrary  authority,  are  making  strong  solici- 
tations to  have  troops  sent  among  us,  the  fear  of  which  has 
occasioned  much  disorder  and  discontent  among  us.  Many 
are  afraid  of  speaking.     There  are,  also,  among  us  several 

I  families  which  lately  came  from  England.  They,  in  gene- 
ral, speak  something  in  favour  of  Parliament,  and  are  willing 
to  submit  to  little  taxes,  as  they  have  been  accustomed  to  pay 

^  such  heavy  ones  in  their  own  country.  These  encourage 
the  minions  of  Government.  We  can  have  no  certainty 
how  matters  are  passing.  News  is  constantly  propagated 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Americans,  and  of  the  intentions 
and  success  of  the  other  side,  and  that  ahnost  every  foreign 
power  intends  assisting  Britain.  Sometimes  we  have  a 
flying  report  that  the  Americans  have  allies  to  help  them  ; 
but  this  is  generally  stifled.     All  these  things  keep  us  in  a 

/  flutter.  The  straggling  manner  in  which  people  have  settled 
tliis  new  country  makes  it  very  difficult,  and,  in  a  manner, 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  act  either  offensively  or  defen- 

^  sively.     The  people,  in  general,  have  great  families,  which 
will  occasion  a  lamentable  scene  should  British  Troops  ar- 
rive here  before  any  succour  comes  from  your  Excellency. 
We  would  greatly  rejoice  could  we  be  able  to  join  with  the 
other  Colonies ;  but  we  must  have  other  assistance  before 
we  can  act  publickly.    I  would  observe  to  your  Excellency, 
•    concerning  the  Acadians,  I  have  dwelt  among  diem  near 
six-and-twenty  years.     I  am   well   acquainted  with    their 
manners  and  ways.    I  have  taken  great  pains  in  conversing 
-  with  them  concerning  their  conmiotions.     They  are,  to  a 
''    man,  wholly  inclined  to  the  cause  oi America.    I  have  often 
pitied  them  in  their  situation,  and  the  manner  of  proceedings 

\^  against  them  from  time  to  time.  I  have  made  proix)sals  to 
them,  and  promised,  if  ever  in  my  power,  to  do  my  utmost 
for  their  relief,  and  to  lay  the  state  of  dieir  matter  before  the 
honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  not  doubting  but  they 
would  be  relieved.  By  this  opportunity,  I  have  sent  a 
young  man  belonging  to  themselves ;  he  may  be  able  to 
answer  any  questions  your  Excellency  may  want  to  know. 

A  Committee  was  chosen  lately  by  the  inhabitants  to  fall 
upon  such  methods  as  might  be  thought  conducive  for  the 


publick  safety.  On  their  meeting  two  or  three  times,  sus- 
picion arose  that  diey  intended  sending  to  the  Continent ; 
the  news  of  which  was  sent  immediately  to  Halifax.  The 
Committee,  perceiving  these  things,  found  they  could  not 
continue,  as  they  suttjected  themselves  to  be  mad(!  prison- 
ers. They  therefore  agreed  to  lay  aside  the  sending  to 
New-England  as  a  Committee  ;  but  if  any  should  choose  to 
do  anything  of  th<!mselves,  diey  might.  The  bearer.  Cap- 
tain Jonathan  Eddy,  declared  that  he  would  immediately 
set  off  by  land,  and  lay  our  situaEten  before  your  Excellency. 
A  number  drew  up  a  small  incorrect  address,  to  recommend 
him  to  your  Excellency.  He  will,  no  doubt,  fully  prove 
that  he  is  capable  for  the  undertaking.  I  have  also,  at  the 
same  time,  sent  two  Frenchmen,  to  return  immediately  from 
Machias,  in  order  to  know  what  we  are  to  expect. 

Your  Excellency  may  see  by  diis,  with  the;  other  infor- 
mation you  may  receive,  our  situation.  You  have,  no  doubt, 
an  unlimited  power  to  help  the  distressed  in  this  critical  time. 
I  trust  and  rely  that  this,  joined  with  your  own  humane 
disposition,  will  excite  your  Excellency  to  give  us  assistance. 
Should  your  Excellency  incline  helping  us,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  take  care  how  any  troops  come.  My  grand  view 
in  this  is,  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood ;  lor  should  it  be 
known  when  they  come,  I  imagine  diat  a  force  would  be 
sent  to  oppose.  The  present  situation  of  the  Province  re- 
specting force  is  very  trifling ;  and  the  fear  our  great  men 
are  in  concerning  an  invasion  makes  it  more  so.  They  have 
but  about  two  hundred  regular  troops  in  Halifax,  including 
a  number  of  raw  recruits  from  Newfoundland  and  other 
places.  The  Twenty-Seventh  Regiment,  lately  arrived,  is 
stationed  in  the  naval  yard,  and  there  endeavouring  to  fortify 
round  die  town  ;  but  I  think  it  is  but  trifling.  We  have  this 
comfort,  that,  should  no  other  troops  arrive,  they  may  not 
send  up  to  molest  us.  Had  we,  at  this  present  time,  two 
or  three  hundred  men,  it  would  secure  all  diat  part  of  the 
Province  between  this  and  Halifax,  and  am  convinced  that 
that  number  would  prevent  five  thousand  from  coming 
through  the  woods.  Captain  Eddy  will  make  known  to 
your  Excellency  the  most  suitable  manner  how  to  introduce 
troops.  I  am,  it  may  be  said,  more  particular  in  this,  in 
order  to  serve  some  friends.  One  of  my  brothers  is  an  offi- 
cer in  the  regiment  at  Halifax.  Galling  as  this  is  to  me, 
and  the  feeling  of  anguish  for  this  calamity,  will  nowise 
deter  me  in  my  pursuit  for  the  welfare  of  the  publick.  De- 
termined I  am  to  prosecute  the  matter,  if  God  should  spare 
me,  to  establish  those  rights  and  privileges  in  this  Province 
which  should,  by  right,  be  enjoyed  by  every  human  being. 
But  should  your  Excellency,  with  the  honourable  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  determine  not  to  give  any  assistance,  it 
must  occasion  the  most  direful  and  horrible  consequences. 
Ijct  me  beseech  your  Excellency  to  help  us.  Give  us  an 
opportunity  of  joining  with  the  odier  Colonies.  It  all  de- 
pends upon  your  bounty. 

I  must  once  more  plead  for  your  forgiveness  for  this 
liberty  I  have  taken,  as,  also,  excuse  the  incorrectness  of  my 
writing.  I  have  not  time  to  copy.  And  further,  must  ear- 
nestly request  your  keeping  this  from  the  publick.  Much 
other  information  could  be  given  ;  but  the  hurry  of  departure 
of  the  bearer  prevents  my  saying  more.  I  refer  to  him. 
Any  assistance  I  can  give  your  Excellency,  either  by  intel- 
ligence or  otherwise,  I  shall  esteem  it  an  honour  and  duty 
to  peform. 

My  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  arms.  May  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  protect  you.  May  the  civil 
and  religious  liberties  of  America  stand  firm  and  unshaken 
to  the  latest  posterity,  is  my  earnest  [irayer. 

I  am,  widi  profound  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  de- 
voted, most  obedient,  and  very  humble  servant. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington, 


To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General- 
issimo of  the  Army  of  the  Twelve  United  Colonies  oj 
America. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

The  liberty  we  take  in  addressing  a  person  of  so  exalted 
a  rank  will,  we  presume,  be  fully  pardoned  when  you  per- 
ceive the  occasion  of  it. 

The  inhabitants  of  Nova-Scotia,  and  in  particular  those 
of  the  County  of  Cumherland,  have  been  under  the  greatest 
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desire  and  apprehension  ever  since  the  great  contest  subsist- 
injr  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies. 
Our  situation  has  been  such  timt  we  liave  not  imd  it  in  our 
power  to  do  anything  in  conjunction  with  the  other  Colo- 
nies. The  form  of  Government  we  are  under,  and  the  man- 
ner of  executing  its  authority,  has  been  such  that  we  are 
rather  to  be  looked  ujwn  as  slaves  than  freemen. 

With  anxious  desires  have  we  been  waiting  for  the  suc- 
cess of  your  righteous  caust?,  and  that  you  would  cast  an 
eye  of  pity  towards  this  forlorn  part.  We  have,  indeed, 
nothing  to  recommend  us  but  misery  and  impending  de- 
struction and  devastations.  We  trust  our  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding will  have  the  desired  effect  on  you,  as  well  as  the 
odiers  who  are  the  instmments  of  supporting  the  liberty  of 
mankind. 

We  have  been  harassed  much,  occasioned  by  different 
proceedings  of  Government ;  threatened  are  we  because  we 
have  such  sentiments  concerning  the  cause  contended  for 
by  our  brethren  on  the  Continent.  News  has  been  re- 
ceived that  troops  will  soon  be  sent  among  us.  This,  in  a 
manner,  has  roused  many  who  were  environed  in  lethargy. 
Committees  have  been  appointed  from  the  different  towns 
(including  the  Acadians)  to  fall  upon  some  method  of 
safety,  there  being  a  number  among  us  (vaiidy  called  Go- 
vernment-men) who  are  continually  prying  into  our  pro- 
ceedings, and,  with  accumulated  tales,  give  information  to 
the  Government  at  Halifax.  Liable,  therefore,  are  we  to 
be  cut  in  pieces,  having  no  expectation  of  succour  but  what 
comes  through  your  Excellency. 

We  agreed  in  our  Committees  that  nothing  should  be 
done  publickly,  as  it  might  aggravate  the  others  to  fall  upon 
us  sooner  than  they  intended  ;  and  further,  as  we  could  not 
tell  the  intention  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress 
concerning  us. 

Therefore,  as  individuals  who  belong  to  the  aforesaid 
Committee,  do  recommend  Jonathan  Eddy,  Esq.,  to  your 
pjxcellency,  who  will  acquaint  you  with  our  situation ;  and 
praying  with  ardency  that  your  Excellency  will  please  re- 
lieve us,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  give  our  sentiments 
publickly,  and  join  with  our  little  strength,  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  Colonies,  in  preventing  the  ensigns  of  slavery 
from  being  set  up  in  any  part  of  this  great  Empire.  And 
we  further  pray  your  Excellency  will  keep  this  our  request 
a  secret  for  the  present. 

We  do,  separately  and  jointly,  pray  for  the  success  of 
your  anns,  and  that  you  may  be  victorious,  and  vanquish 
all  your  enemies. 

We  are,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  devoted  and  very  humble  servants, 

Abijah  Ayer,  John  Allan, 

Nathaniel  Reynolds,    William  Lawrence, 
Amasa  Killam,  Simon  Newcomb, 

Jesse  Bent,  Robert  Foster, 

William  Maxwall,        Simeon  Cheftek. 
George  Fohster, 


LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE  TO  GOVERNOUR  CARLETON. 

Whitehall,  February  17, 1776. 

Sir  :  The  events  which  happened  in  the  Province  under 
your  government,  in  the  month  of  November,  left  no  room 
for  any  other  consideration  but  that  of  sending  as  early  as 
possible  a  relief  to  the  Town  of  Quebeck,  in  case  you  should 
have  been  able,  with  the  small  garrison  you  had  collected 
together,  to  maintain  possession  of  it  during  the  winter ;  such 
relief  to  be  followed  by  a  body  of  troops  sufficient  to  retake 
the  town  in  case  it  should  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
Rebels,  and  to  effect  the  recovery  of  die  whole  of  the  Pro- 
vince to  his  Majesty's  possession. 

To  this  end  it  was  judged  expedient  immediately  upon 
the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Fringle,  in  the  Nancy,  to  equip  a 
small  squadron  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  consisting  of  the  his, 
of  fifty  guns,  the  Surprise  and  Triton  frigates,  and  the  Mar- 
tin sloop-of-war.  This  squadron  has  been  accordingly  pre- 
pared with  the  greatest  despatch,  and  will  be  accompanied 
with  three  victuallers  and  two  large  navy  transports,  having 
on  board  provision  for  three  thousand  men  for  three  months. 

His  Majesty  has  also  thought  fit  to  direct  that  the  Twen- 
ty-Ninth Regiment  should  be  distributed  on  board  the  differ- 
ent ships,  in  the  manner  stated  in  die  enclosed  paper;  and 
tlie  whole  being  now  ready  to  sail,  enclosed  I  send  you  a 


copy  of  my  letter  of  instructions  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gor- 
don, and  of  die  instructions  given  by  the  Admiralty  to  the 
Cai)taiiis  of  die  several  ships,  pursuant  to  the  directions  I 
had  the  honour  to  send  their  Lordships  hy  his  Majesty's 
command. 

Every  effort  is  making  to  push  forward  the  second  em- 
barcatioii  of  troops,  so  that  they  may  be  ready  to  sail  by 
the  20di  of  next  iiiondi. 

That  embarcation  will  consist  of  six  Regiments  from  Ire- 
land, and  two  from  Great  Britain,  together  with  lour  com- 
panies of  Arullery,  and  a  large  battering  train  ;  the  whole  to 
be  under  the  command  of  Major-General  Burgoyne,  who, 
together  with  Major-General  Lord  Comtvallis,  is  aj)pointed 
by  the  King  to  serve  under  you  on  the  side  of  Canada;  but 
it  will  possibly  be  some  dme  before  you  can  have  the  as- 
sistance of  Lord  Coniwallis,  as  he  is  at  present  appointed 
to  serve  under  Major-General  Clinton,  upon  an  expedition 
to  the  southward,  but  he  will  proceed  to  (^uebeclc  with  his 
regiment  as  soon  as  that  service  is  over. 

To  this  force  it  is  proposed  to  add  about  five  thousand 
foreign  auxiliary  troo])s,  furnished  by  the  reigning  Duke  of 
Brunsunck  and  the  Prince  of  Waldeck ;  of  which  about 
three  thousand  will  be  ready  to  embark  in  the  Elbe,  in  the 
beginning  of  March,  and  the  remainder  as  soon  after  as  pos- 
sible. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  state  of  the  British  Regiments 
that  are  to  proceed  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Burgoyne ;  and  I  am  to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  com- 
mands, that  you  do  give  the  necessary  directions  for  the  dis- 
embarcation  of  the  said  troops,  as  well  as  of  the  foreign 
auxiliaries ;  and  that  you  do  employ  them  in  such  manner 
as  you  shall  think  most  effectual  for  his  Majesty's  service. 

Major-General  Burgoyne  will  be  so  fully  instructed  in 
every  point,  in  regard  to  the  important  services  that  are  to 
be  carried  on,  on  the  side  of  Canada,  that  it  will  be  unne- 
cessary now  for  me  to  say  anything  on  diat  subject,  and, 
therefore,  I  have  only  to  enclose  to  you  his  Majesty's  war- 
rant, containing  a  signification  of  his  Majesty's  pleasure  for 
your  direction  in  carrying  into  execution  the  powers  vested 
in  you  by  your  commission  of  posting  officers  to  vacancies. 

I  am,  Sic,  f^ 

'        '  Germaine. 

To  Sir  Guy  Carleion,  Quebeck. 


LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE  TO  GOVERNOUR  CARLETON. 

Whitehall,  March  28,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  already  infonned  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
17th  February,  of  which  I  now  enclose  a  duplicate,  diat 
the  force  to  be  employed  in  Canada  under  your  command 
would  consist  of  nine  British  Regiments,  and  about  five 
thousand  foreign  auxiliaries. 

I  hope  that  by  this  time  the  Regiments  from  Ireland  are 
neai'ly  ready  to  pi-oceed,  and  this  letter  will  be  delivered 
to  you  by  Major-General  Burgoyne,  who  accompanies  the 
first  embarcation  from  hence,  consisting,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  enclosed  state,  of  about  two  thousand  Brunsivick  Troops, 
being  the  first  division  of  that  corps,  and  also  of  the  Twen- 
ty-First Regiment,  from  Plymouth. 

It  is  impossible,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
transports,  to  say  when  the  second  division  of  the  Bruns- 
wick Troops  will  be  ready  to  embark,  but  I  hope  it  will  be 
in  the  course  of  next  month. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  a  list  of  commis- 
sions, by  which  his  Majesty  gives  military  rank  in  America 
to  his  General  Officers  serving  diere ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
arrangement  will  have  the  effect  to  prevent  any  embarrass- 
ment or  inconveniency  from  any  claim  in  the  General  Offi- 
cers of  the  foreign  troops  to  have  command  in  consequence 
of  superior  rank  to  the  natural  bom  subjects  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, upon  whom  it  is  his  Majesty's  intention  that  the  com- 
mand shall  in  all  cases  devolve. 

The  defeat  and  repulse  of  the  Rebels  at  Quebeck,  on  the 
31st  December,  was  a  great  and  happy  event;  and  I  am 
commanded  by  the  King  to  express  to  you  the  sense  his 
Majesty  entertains  of  your  service  on  that  important  day, 
and  of  the  services  of  all  those  who  distinguished  them- 
selves upon  that  occasion. 

It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  so  severe  a  check  will  have 
had  the  consequence  to  deter  the  Rebels  from  any  other 
such  attempts  upon  ^uebcck;  and  we  trust  the  armament 
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now  sending  out  will  arrive  in  time  to  prevent  their  fonning 
any  regular  siege  of  that  important  post. 

If  the  Rebels  should  attempt  to  keep  possession  of  Mon- 
treal, or  any  other  place  in  Canada  on  your  side  the  lakes, 
the  Army  under  your  command  will  be  sufficient  to  drive 
them  from  that  part  of  the  Province ;  and  there  is  no  doubt, 
if  you  succeed  in  these  first  operations,  but  that  you  will 
endeavour  to  pass  the  lakes  as  early  as  possible,  and,  in 
your  future  progress,  contribute  to  the  success  of  the  Army 
under  General  Howe.  If,  contrary  to  all  our  expectations, 
Q^tiebeck  should  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Rebels, 
a  battering  train  of  artillery  is  sent  out,  with  Engineers,  and 
a  strong  detachment  of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery,  to 
enable  you  to  regain  that  place,  either  by  immediately  at- 
tacking it,  or  first  seizing  Montreal,  and  by  that  means  cut- 
ting off  all  communication  between  Qitcbeck  and  the  rebel- 
lious Provinces;  but  these  operations  must  be  left  to  your 
judgment  and  discretion,  as  it  would  be  highly  improper,  at 
such  a  distance,  to  give  any  positive  orders,  especially  as  so 
much  confidence  is  placed  in  your  knowledge  and  military 
experience.     I  am,  &;c.,  Germaine. 

To  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Quebeck. 

LETTER    FROM    ARTHUR    LEE. 

[London,]  April  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  7th  ultimo  the  Snow  Dickinson,  Cap- 
tain Meston,  consigned  to  Messrs.  Moniandouine  If  Frere, 
at  Nantes,  was  brought  into  Bristol  by  her  crew,  and  deli- 
vered up  with  all  her  papers.  From  these  the  Ministry  are 
apprised  of  all  the  ships  which  have  been  sent  to  the  differ- 
ent ports  of  France,  and  cruisers  are  despatched  into  the 
Bay  of  Biscay  to  watch  them.  John  Sands,  mate  of  the 
Dickinson,  had  made  memorandums,  long  before  he  left 
Philadelphia,  of  every  material  transaction,  which  shows  a 
premeditated  plan  of  treachery.  The  |)roceedings  of  the 
Ministry,  relative  to  this  proof  of  the  French  interposition, 
have  not  yet  transpired ;  but  France  does  not  seem  to  be 
settled  or  spirited  enough  to  enter  into  a  war,  should  Eng- 
land resent  this  business. 

On  the  5th  of  this  month  a  fleet  sailed  with  two  thousand 
Brunswick  Troops  and  General  Burgoyne ;  it  is  therefore 
understood  that  they  are  gone  to  succour  (^nebeck.  Six 
regiments,  (about  four  thousand  effective  men,)  made  up 
with  German  recruits,  are  now  ready  for  sailing  orders  at 
Cork.  It  is  probable  that  they,  too,  are  destined  to  (^ucbeck. 
The  first  divisions  of  the  Hessians  are  not  yet  arrived,  so 
that  it  is  not  likely  the  whole  of  them  will  sail  till  the  latter 
end  of  May.  They  are,  by  stipulation,  to  serve  altogether, 
and  therefore  will  go  to  Boston  or  Long-Island.  It  is  sup- 
posed the  Provincials  will  possess  the  strong  posts  on  Eliza- 
beth River,  which,  if  in  the  enemy's  hands,  will  give  them 
the  command  of  Jersey,  Staten-Island,  &.c.  If  the  Provin- 
cials always  have  redoubts  in  the  front  and  flanks  of  their 
Army,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  ablest  in  the  profession,  that 
they  will  be  better  than  intrenchinents  or  lines,  and  will  foil 
the  Regulars  by  breaking  their  line,  or  forcing  them  to  sacri- 
fice a  number  of  men,  which  they  cannot  afford. 

People  here  begin  to  feel  the  matter  as  very  serious,  since 
the  publications  of  Dr.  Price  and  Lord  Stair  have  con- 
vinced them  that  new  taxes  must  be  imposed  for  supporting 
this  armament,  which,  it  is  certain,  will  cost  upwards  of 
twelve  millions.  This,  therefore,  is  universally  believed  to 
be  the  last  effort  of  Administration  ;  and  if  they  do  not  suc- 
ceed this  campaign,  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  them  to 
find  men  or  money  for  such  another.  The  ships  sent  out 
.are  exceedingly  ill-manned,  and  there  is  such  a  disposition 
to  desertion  among  the  German  Troops,  that  if  proper  offers 
are  made  to  them  the  Ministerial  people  are  much  afraid 
they  will  desert  in  great  numbers.  They  have  hopes,  how- 
ever, that  divisions  will  take  place  among  the  Provinces 
and  in  the  Congress,  as  they  are  satisfied  that  firmness  and 
unanimity  will  force  their  own  terms. 

The  City  of  London  has  addressed  the  Throne  for  an 
avowal  of  the  conditions  on  which  peace  is  to  be  restored. 
The  answer  was,  in  effect,  unconditional  submission.  You 
may  reckon,  that  in  July  the  troops  will  bo  an-ived,  so  as  to 
enable  General  Howe  to  take  the  field.  Lord  Hoive,  though 
he  has  accepted  cf  the  command,  is  not  yet  sailed ;  he  goes 
in  the  Eagle,  of  sixty-four  guns.  He  is  a  brave  man,  but  has 
a  very  confused  head,  and  is  therefore  very  unfit  for  an  ex- 


tensive command.  As  there  will  not  be  above  two  line-of- 
battle  ships,  if  the  Congress  could  procure  five  line-of-batt!e 
ships  from  the  French  and  Spaniards,  they  might  destroy 
or  drive  the  whole  British  fleet  from  their  coasts.     Adieu. 


JOHN    HANSON,   JUN.,   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Fredcricktown,  Middle  District,  April  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Committee  have  received  the  rolls  of 
Captain  Young^s  and  Captain  Good^s  Minute  Companies, 
and  the  times  of  the  men's  attendance,  agreeable  to  the  re- 
solves of  the  Convention.  Their  pay  amounts  to  eighty-six 
pounds  four  shillings  and  six  pence ;  which  sum  the  Com- 
mittee request  may  be  immediately  put  into  their  hands, 
that  the  men  may  be  paid  off. 

I  am  desired  to  acquaint  your  Honours  that  the  quantity 
of  powder  now  in  the  magazine  in  this  town  is  only  about 
six  hundred  weight;  that  though  the  powder  belongs  pro- 
perly to  the  whole  Province,  yet  they  hope  they  may  have 
the  liberty  (on  any  occasion  where  they  conceive  the  good 
of  the  Province  to  be  concerned)  of  making  use  of  any  part 
of  it  which  they  may  think  necessaiy,  and  they  request  your 
Honoui-s'  permission  to  do  so. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Hanson,  Jun. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  JOHN  ADAMS,  DATED  PHILA- 
DELPHIA, APRIL  15,  1776. 

I  send  you  every  newspaper  that  comes  out,  and  I  send 
you,  now  and  then,  a  few  sheets  of  paper ;  but  this  article  is 
as  scarce  here  as  with  you.  I  would  send  a  quire  if  I  could 
get  a  conveyance.  I  write  you  now  and  then  a  line,  as 
often  as  I  can,  but  I  can  tell  you  no  news  but  what  I  send 
in  the  publick  papers. 

We  are  waiting,  it  is  said,  for  Commissioners — a  Messiah 
that  will  never  come.  This  story  of  Commissioners  is  as 
arrant  an  illusion  as  ever  was  hatched  in  the  brain  of  an 
enthusiast,  a  politician,  or  a  maniack.  1  have  laughed  at  it, 
scolded  at  it,  grieved  at  it,  and  1  do  not  know  but  I  may,  at 
an  unguarded  moment,  have  ripped  at  it.  But  it  is  in  vain 
to  reason  against  such  delusions.  I  was  very  sorry  to  see, 
in  a  letter  from  the  General,  that  he  had  been  bubbled  with 
it ;  and  still  more,  to  see,  in  a  letter  from  my  sagacious 
friend  fV.,*  at  Plymouth,  that  he  was  taken  in  too. 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  Commissioners  and  the  commis- 
sion have  been  here  (1  mean  in  America)  these  two 
months.  The  Governours,  Mandamus  Councillors,  Collec- 
tors, and  Comptrollers,  and  Commanders  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  I  conjecture,  compose  the  list,  and  their  jx)wer  is  to 
receive  submissions.  But  we  are  not  in  a  very  submissive 
mood.  They  will  get  no  advantage  of  us.  We  shall  go 
on  to  perfection  I  believe. 

I  have  been  very  busy  for  some  time ;  have  written  about 
ten  sheets  of  paper,  with  my  own  hand,  about  some  trifling 
affairs,  which  I  may  mention  some  time  or  other — not  now, 
for  fear  of  accidents.  What  will  come  of  this  labour  time 
will  discover.  I  shall  get  nothing  by  it,  I  believe,  because 
I  never  get  anything  by  any  thing  that  I  do.  I  am  sure  the 
publick  or  posterity  ought  to  get  something.  I  believe 
my  children  will  think  I  might  as  well  have  thought  and 
laboured  a  little,  night  and  day,  for  their  benefit.  But  I 
will  not  bear  the  reproaches  of  my  children.  I  will  tell 
them,  that  I  studied  and  laboured  to  procure  a  free  Consti- 
tution of  Government  for  them  to  solace  themselves  under, 
and  if  they  do  not  prefer  this  to  ample  fortune,  to  ease,  and 
elegance,  they  are  not  my  children,  and  I  care  not  what 
becomes  of  them.  They  shall  live  upon  thin  diet,  wear 
mean  clothes,  and  work  hard,  with  cheerful  hearts  and  free 
spirits,  or  they  may  be  the  children  of  the  eartli,  or  of  no 
one,  for  me. 

John  has  genius,  and  so  has  Charles.  Take  care  that 
they  do  not  go  astray.  Cultivate  their  minds,  inspire  their 
little  hearts,  raise  their  wishes.  Fix  their  attention  upon 
great  and  glorious  objects.  Root  out  every  little  thing. 
Weed  out  every  meanness.  Make  them  great  and  manly. 
Teach  them  to  scorn  injustice,  ingratitude,  cowardice,  and 
falseiiood.  Let  them  revere  nothing  but  religion,  morality, 
and  liberty. 

'James  fVarren. 
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GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Received  April   18,  1776. — Kefcrred  to  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Clinton,  and 
Mr,  Braxton.] 

Ne*r-York,  April  15,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  now  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  4th  instant,  I 
set  out  from  Cambridge,  and  arrived  here  on  Saturday  last. 
I  came  through  Providence,  Norwich,  and  J\eu'-London,  in 
order  to  see  and  expedite  the  embarcation  of  the  ti-oops. 
The  Third  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  General  Greene, 
was  at  Netv-London  when  I  left  it,  where  there  was  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  transports  to  embark  them,  and  most  pro- 
bably would  have  arrived  here  before  this,  had  it  not  been 
for  a  snow-storm  which  happened  the  night  they  sailed, 
which  dispersed  them,  and  I  fear  has  done  them  some  in- 
jury. General  Spencer,  with  the  last  brigade,  marched  from 
Roxhury  the  day  I  left  Cambridge,  and  would  be  at  JSew- 
London,  ready  to  embark  in  the  return  transports  which 
brought  General  SuUivan^s  division  to  this  place.  The 
whole  of  the  troops  may  be  reasonably  expected  here  in 
the  course  of  this  week.  The  badness  of  the  roads,  and 
difficulty  of  procuring  teams  for  bringing  the  stores,  baggage, 
&,c.,  have  greatly  pi'olonged  their  arrival  at  this  place. 

I  have  not  had  time  since  1  came  to  look  fully  about  me, 
but  find  many  works  of  defence  begun,  and  some  finished. 
The  troops  are  much  dispersed,  some  on  Long-Island,  others 
on  Staten-Islmul,  &tc. 

I  have  ordered  four  battalions  from  hence  to  Canada,  and 
am  taking  measures  to  have  them  forwarded  to  Albany,  by 
water,  widi  all  possible  expedition.  This  will  greatly  expe- 
dite their  arrival,  and  ease  the  men  of  much  fatigue.  I 
have  written  to  General  Schuyler  of  their  coming,  that  he 
may  have  necessary  measures  taken  to  hurry  their  march  to 
General  Thomas. 

I  ara  informed  by  General  Putnam,  that  the  Militia  that 
were  called  in  for  the  support  of  this  town,  in  case  the  Min- 
isterial Army  had  arrived  before  our  troops,  are  all  discharged, 
it  being  unnecessary  to  keep  them  longer.  All  the  ships-of- 
war,  besides  the  Asia,  moved  out  of  this  harbour  on  Satur- 
day, and  the  Asia  yesterday,  some  of  which  are  now  below 
the  Narrows,  and  the  rest  gone  to  sea. 

Your  favour  of  the  10th  instant,  by  Major  Sherburne, 
directed  to  General  Putnam,  or  the  commanding  officer  here, 
came  to  hand  on  Saturday  evening,  with  three  boxes  of 
money,  which  I  shall  deliver  the  Paymaster  as  soon  as  he 
arrives,  and  transmit  you  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Having  received  information  from  lience  before  my  de- 
parture from  Cambridge,  that  thirty  pieces  of  heavy  cannon 
were  wanting,  and  essentially  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
tliis  place,  in  addition  to  those  already  here,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  applying  to  Admiral  Hopkins,  whom  I  saw  at 
New-London,  for  that  number,  with  the  mortars  and  stores 
he  broudit  from  Providence,  a  list  of  which  he  had  trans- 
mitted  you.  He  told  me  that,  as  many  were  wanting  for  the 
defence  of  Providence  River  and  the  harbour  at  New-Lon- 
don, it  was  uncertain  whether  I  could  have  all  I  wanted, 
but  that  he  would  send  me  all  that  could  be  spared. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  get  a  return  of  the  troops  since  I 
came ;  as  soon  as  I  do,  I  will  send  it  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  «->  -nr 

'  George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  Congress. 


GENERAL    ORDERS. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  April  14,  1776. 
(Parole,  Nev-York  )  (('ountersign,  Prosperity  ) 

The  General  compliments  the  officers  who  have  succes- 
sively commanded  at  this  post,  and  returns  his  thanks  to 
them,  and  to  all  the  officers  and  soldiere  under  their  com- 
mand, for  the  many  works  of  defence  which  have  been  so 
expeditiously  erected,  and  doubts  not  but  the  same  spirit 
of  zeal  for  the  service  will  continue  to  animate  their  future 
conduct. 

Exact  returns  of  all  the  Regiments  and  Corps  to  be  made 
up  and  sent  to  the  Adjutant-General,  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  commanding  officers  at  the  outposts  are  also  to  send  a 
report  of  the  numbers  under  their  command,  where  and  how 
disposed  of.  Exact  returns  also  of  all  the  ordnance  and 
militaiy  stores,  provisions,  stores  in  the  department  of  the 


Quartennaster-General,  &ic.,  to  be  forthwith  delivered  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  signed  by  the  proper  officer  of 
the  head  of  each  department. 

All  ])ersons  infected  with  the  small-pox  are  to  be  imme- 
diately removed  to  a  secure  place,  to  be  provided  by  the 
Quartermaster-General,  who  will  consult  the  Magistrates  of 
the  city  thereupon.  A  proper  guard,  to  be  composed  of 
men  who  have  had  that  disorder,  to  be  fixed  at  this  Hospi- 
tal, to  prevent  any  intercoui-se  but  such  as  the  manager  shall 
license. 

Pay  abstracts  are  to  be  made  out  for  each  Regiment  and 
Corps  in  this  department,  to  the  1st  of  April,  exclusive, 
(each  month  separate,)  and  lodged  with  Major  Harrison, 
Aid-de-Camp  to  the  General,  that  provision  may  be  made 
for  payment. 

As  the  General  is  unacquainted  at  present  with  the  various 
orders  for  the  good  government  of  the  troops  here,  or  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  giving  of  them ;  he  directs  that 
those,  and  all  General  Orders,  be  duly  attended  to  and 
obeyed,  until  countermanded  by  himself. 

The  General  flatters  himself  that  he  shall  hear  no  com- 
plaints from  the  citizens  of  abuse  or  ill  treatment,  in  any  re- 
spect whatsoever ;  but  that  every  officer  and  soldier,  of  every 
rank  and  denomination,  will  pride  themselves  (as  men  con- 
tending in  the  glorious  cause  of  liberty  ought  to  do)  in  an 
orderly,  decent,  and  regular  deportment. 

One  Captain,  four  Subalterns,  four  Sergeants,  four  Cor- 
porals, two  Drums,  and  one  hundred  Privates,  to  parade 
this  afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  to  go  as  guard  to  Governour's 
Island. 

Two  Field-Officers,  four  Captains,  eight  Subalterns,  six- 
teen Sergeants,  four  Drums  and  Fifes,  and  four  hundred  men, 
from  IleatVs  and  Lord  Stirling's  Brigades,  to  parade  at  six 
o'clock,  to-morrow  morning,  with  three  days'  provisions,  to 
go  as  a  working  party  to  Governour's  Island.  General  Put- 
nam will  order  boats  to  be  ready  at  the  ferry  to  transport 
them. 

For  the  future,  the  Commissary-General  is  not  to  issue 
any  rum  to  working  parties,  unless  the  return  is  signed  by 
tlie  officer  commanding  the  whole  party. 


HeaJ-Quarters,  New- York,  April  15,  1776.    ' 
(Parole,  Philadelphia.)  (Couniereign,  Norfolk.^ 

The  Quartermaster-General  is  immediately  to  provide 
transports  to  convey  four  Regiments  to  Albany.  Poor's, 
Patterson's,  Greaton's,  and  Bond's  Regiments,  are  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  embark  at  an  hour's  warning. 
They  are  to  take  with  them  their  camp  equipage,  which  the 
Quartermaster-General  will  furnish,  taking  the  Colonels,  or 
commanding  officers'  receipt  for  the  tents,  &,c.,  supplied  to 
each  corps. 

An  exact  return  to  be  made  this  evening  by  the  Majors 
of  Brigade  of  all  the  guards ;  where  mounted,  and  number 
of  sentries  furnished  by  each  guard. 

The  Quartermaster-General  is  immediately  to  provide  six 
whale-boats  for  the  publick  service ;  he  will  report  when 
they  are  ready  to  be  employed. 

The  Majors  of  Brigade  are  to  attend  at  the  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  near  Head-Quarters,  at  eleven  o'clock, 
every  forenoon,  to  receive  the  General  Orders  of  ttie  day. 
Such  Brigade-Majors  as  are  at  a  remote  distance  from  the 
town  may  send  an  Orderly  Adjutant  to  act  for  them. 

Brigadier-General  Thompson  is  to  command  tlie  Brigade 
going  to  Albany ;  he  will  receive  his  orders  as  soon  as  the 
troops  are  embarked. 

As  the  Army  at  this  place  is  lately  strongly  reinforced, 
and  more  of  the  Continental  established  Regiments  hourly 
expected,  it  is  no  longer  necessary  to  detain  any  of  the  Mili- 
tia ;  therefore  Colonel  Martin,  with  four  companies  of  Mili- 
tia, from  Sussex  County,  in  New-Jersey,  are  dismissed,  with 
the  General's  thanks  for  the  spirit  with  which  they  stepped 
forward  in  the  service  of  their  country  on  this  occasion,  and 
for  their  good  behaviour  and  service  since  they  joined  the 
Army. 

The  officers  and  soldiere  of  Poor's,  Patterson's,  Greaton's, 
and  Bond's  Regiments,  to  be  immediately  taken  off  duty. 

Lieutenant  Dallice,  of  Colonel  ffl,nds's  Regiment,  together 
with  the  non-commissioned  officei's  and  men  of  that  corps, 
who  were  lately  employed  at  the  Laboratory  in  making  car- 
tridges, are  immediately  to  return  to  that  duty. 
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GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New-York,  April  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sm:  Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the 
7th  instant,  I  had  been  directed  by  the  honourable  Congress 
to  detach  four  regiments  to  Qiieheclc,  if  they  could  be  spared 
from  tlie  service  here.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  great  ne- 
cessity of  sending  a  respectable  body  of  troops  immediately 
into  that  country,  and  have  accordingly  ordered  four  of  the 
strongest  regiments  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  and  am 
providing  vessels  to  transport  them  to  Albany.  You  may 
depend  they  shall  be  forwarded  with  all  possible  despatch. 
In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  you  would  make  the  necessary  pre- 
parations for  their  subsistence.  There  will  be  about  two 
thousand  men,  exclusive  of  officers,  in  the  four  regiments. 

I  beg  you  will  forward  the  enclosed  letter  to  General  Tho- 
mas ;  and  am,  very  respectfully,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  .  /-,  -.Mr 

'  *  George  Washington. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler,  Northern  Department. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  THOMAS. 

New- York,  April  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favour  of  the  7th  instant,  and  cannot  but  express  my  con- 
cern at  the  great  deficiency  of  the  regiments  destined  for 
Canada ;  but  as  I  am  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  having 
a  respectable  body  of  troops  in  that  country,  I  am  now 
preparing  to  send  you  four  of  the  strongest  regiments  in  the 
service ;  and  you  may  rely  upon  it  no  time  shall  be  lost  in 
getting  them  forward  as  fast  as  possible.  They  will  amount 
to  about  two  thousand  rank  and  file,  and  will  go  to  Albany 
by  water. 

I  have  written  to  General  Schuyler  by  this  opportunity, 
and  desired  him  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  for  their 
subsistence,  and  doubt  not  he  will  speedily  despatch  them 
to  you. 

I  most  sincerely  wish  you  success  equal  to  the  importance 
of  the  cause  ;  and  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  ^  -..r 

'  George  Washington. 

To  Major-General  John  Thomas,  Albany. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    JOSEPH    REED. 

New-York,  April  15,  1776. 

My  DEAR  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  13th  was  this  instant 
put  into  my  hands,  scarcely  in  time  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  it  by  this  jxist,  and  to  thank  you  for  your  great  care 
and  attention  iii  providing  my  camp  equipage. 

I  am  exceedingly  concerned  to  hear  of  the  divisions  and 
parties  which  prevail  with  you,  and  in  the  Southern  Colo- 
nies, on  the  score  of  independence.  These  are  tlie  shelves 
we  have  to  avoid,  or  our  barque  will  split  and  tumble  to  pieces. 
Here  lies  our  great  danger,  and  I  almost  tremble  when  I 
think  of  this  rock.  Nothing  but  disunion  can  hurt  our  cause. 
This  will  ruin  it,  if  great  prudence,  temper,  and  moderation, 
are  not  mixed  in  our  councils,  and  made  the  governing  prin- 
ciples of  the  contending  parties. 

When,  my  good  sir,  will  you  be  with  me?    I  fear  I  shall 

have  a  difficult  card  to  play  in  this  Government,  and  could 

wish  for  your  assistance  and  advice  to  manage  it.  I  have  not 

time  to  add  more,  except  that,  with  great  sincerity  and  truth, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  humble 

servant,  f^  ,,r 

T       7   T»     7   Ti  UEORGE  Washington. 

To  Joseph  Reed,  Esq. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

New- York,  April  15.  1776. 

Sir:  This  morning  your  polite  letter  of  the  1st  instant 
was  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  Dana.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
you  for  your  introduction  of  that  gentleman,  and  you  may 
rely  on  my  showing  him  every  civility  in  my  power. 

I  have  ever  tliought,  and  am  still  of  opinion,  that  no  teirns 
of  accommodation  will  be  offered  by  the  British  Ministry 
but  such  as  cannot  be  accepted  by  America.  We  have 
nothing,  my  dear  sir,  to  depend  upon  but  the  protection  of  a 
kind  Providence,  and  unanimity  among  ourselves. 

I  am  impressed  with  the  deepest  gratitude  for  the  high  ho- 


nour intended  me  by  Congress.  Whatever  device  may  be 
determined  upon  by  the  respectable  Committee  they  have 
chosen  for  that  purpose,  will  be  higlily  agreeable  to  ine. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient and  affectionate  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Adams,  in  Congress. 


WILLIAM    ALLISON    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Goehen,  April  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  In  obedience  to  a  letter  and  resolve  of 
Congress,  of  the  4th  of  March  last,  I  have  enclosed  to  you 
a  state  of  my  regiment,  and  lament  that  I  was  not  able  to 
do  it  sooner,  and  that  they  are  not  better  equipped ;  but  as 
necessity  covers  many  wants,  I  hope  tlie  Committee  will 
impute  the  latter  to  that,  and  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
some  of  the  necessary  articles,  rather  than  their  want  of  zeal 
for  the  cause. 

I  have  not  the  least  reason  to  doubt  the  willingness  of  my 
officers  and  soldiers  to  march  on  the  shortest  notice,  but  am 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  regiment  seems  to  have  a  gene- 
ral aversion  to  the  Minute  service ;  that  a  great  deal  of  pains 
has  been  taken  by  my  Captains  to  turn  out  their  proportion 
of  Minute-men,  by  voluntary  inlistments,  but  to  no  purpose, 
and  to  draft,  gentlemen,  must  be  an  arduous  task  to  an  offi- 
cer while  a  general  reluctance  prevails  among  the  people ; 
have  therefore  omitted  it  at  the  present,  and  if  it  must  be 
done,  I  hope  the  Committee  will  favour  me  with  a  line  to 
that  purpose. 

You  will  pardon  the  digression,  gentlemen,  in  my  saying 
that  I  am  much  afraid  the  good  end  the  honourable  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  had  in  view,  will  never  be  well  answered 
in  the  Minute-men.  If  they  go  on  in  general  throughout 
the  Confederated  Colonies  as  they  have  ever  done  in  this 
part  of  Orange  County,  I  think  I  dare,  without  the  spirit  of 
prophecy,  say  we  must  not  lay  any  great  stress  on  what  they 
will  do  for  us  in  the  present  contest.  All  which  is  humbly 
submitted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your 

obedient  and  very  humble  servant,     -..r  • 

•'  '     William  Allison. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New-  York. 

A  state  of  the  First  Regiment  of  Foot,  in  Goshen  Pre- 
cinct, Orange  County,  as  to  Ofjicers,  Non- Commissioned 
Officers,  and  Privates,  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Ammuni- 
tion, Sfc;  made  out  this  Ibth  day  o/ April,  1776  : 

Colonels,  William  Allison  and  Benjamin  Justin,  Jun. ; 
Majors,  Moses  Hatfield  and  John  Decker ;  Adjutant,  John 
Wood;  Quartermaster,  James  Sawyer. 


CAPTAINS    NAMES. 


1st,  Georse  Thompson. 
'2d,  Moses  Coriright. . . 

3d,  Samuel  Jones , 

4th,  John  Jackson 

5ih,  John  Little 

6th,  Daniel  Rosekranz. 


Total . 


U 


16 


IK 


12 


95 
44 
43 
107 
55 
48 


392 


318 


I4»   «) 


I  do  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  as  true  a  state  of  my 
Regiment  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain. 

William  Allison. 


JOHANNES     HAHDENBURGH    TO     NEW-YORK     COMMITTEE     OF 

SAFETY. 

Roscndall,  Ulster  County,  April  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter,  dated  the  1st  of  April  instant, 

I  received  the  13th,  and  did  immediately  make  inquiry  what 

progress   the  recruiting  officers  had   made  in  raising  their 

men  ;  and  was  informed  by  some  of  the  officers,  that  two 

of  the  companies  raised  in  Ulster  County  were  completed 

and  ordered  to  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands;  the  other 


Fourth  Series. — Vol.  v. 


60 


«47 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  he,  APRIL,  1776. 


948 


company,  to  be  raised  by  Captain  Comclim  Ilardenburgh, 
I  was  also  infomied,  had  their  complement  of  men  ;  but  as 
he  was  gone  to  i^ew-York  at  the  time  1  received  your  let- 
ter, I  expect  he  will  receive  his  orders  there ;  hut  will  also, 
on  his  return,  give  him  notice  of  General  Futnam's  demand. 

I  also  gave  notice  to  Mr.  IVi/iikoop,  one  of  our  Delegates, 
of  the  necessity  of  some  of  our  Delegates  attending  at  Ncw- 
YorJc,  when  he  told  me  he  was  preparing  to  go  there  with 
the  firet  opportunity  that  should  offer. 

Gentlemen,  whereas  several  of  our  militiamen  are  with- 
out arms  or  ammunition,  and  we  know  not  how  soon  their 
assistance  may  be  required ;  1  therefore  think  it  reasonable 
that  those  who  have  agreed  with  the  Congress  last  year  to 
make  anns  for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  should  deliver  them  as 
soon  as  jMssible,  tliat  those  who  are  in  want  of  arms  may 
be  supplied. 

I  riemain,  gentlemen,  with  esteem,  your  humble  servant, 
Johannes  Haiidenburgh, 
Chairman  of  the  County  Committee. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  o(  New- York, 
now  at  the  City  of  Netv-  York. 


DR.    FRANKLIN   TO   JOSIAH    ^UINCY,    BRAINTREE. 

Saratoga,  April  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  here  on  my  way  to  Canada,  detained 
by  the  present  state  of  the  lakes,  in  which  the  unthawed  ice 
obstructs  navigation.  I  begin  to  apprehend  that  I  have 
undertaken  a  fatigue  that,  at  my  time  of  life,  may  prove  too 
mucli  for  me,  so  1  sit  down  to  write  to  a  few  friends,  by  way 
of  farewell. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  departure  of  your  late  trouble- 
some neighbours.  I  hojie  your  country  will  now  for  some 
time  have  rest ;  and  that  care  will  be  taken  so  to  fortify 
Boston  as  that  no  force  shall  be  able  again  to  get  footing 
there. 

Yoqr  very  kind  letter  of  November  13th,  enclosing  Lord 
Chatham^ s  and  Lord  Camden's  speeches,  I  duly  received. 
I  think  no  one  can  be  more  sensible  than  I  am  of  the  fa- 
vours of  corresponding  friends,  but  I  find  it  impossible  to 
answer  as  I  ought.  At  present  I  think  you  will  deem  me 
inexcusable,  and  therefore  I  will  not  attempt  an  apology. 
But  if  you  should  ever  happen  to  be  at  the  same  time  op- 
pressed with  years  and  business,  you  may  then  extenuate  a 
little  for  your  old  friend. 

The  notes  of  the  speeches  taken  by  your  son  (whose  loss 
I  shall  ever  deplore  with  you)  are  exceedingly  valuable,  as 
being  by  much  the  best  account  preserved  of  that  day's 
debate. 

You  ask,  "  When  is  the  Continental  Congress,  by  gene- 
ral consent,  to  be  formed  into  a  supreme  I^egislature ;  alli- 
ances, defensive  and  offenisve,  formed ;  our  ports  opened ; 
and  a  formidable  naval  force  established  at  the  publick 
charge?"  I  can  only  answer,  at  present,  that  nothing 
seems  wanting  but  that  "  general  consent."  The  novelty  of 
the  thing  deters  some ;  the  doubts  of  success,  others ;  the 
vain  hope  of  reconciliation,  many.  But  our  enemies  take 
continually  every  proper  measure  to  remove  these  obstacles, 
and  their  endeavours  are  attended  with  success,  since  every 
day  furnishes  us  with  new  causes  of  increasing  enmity,  and 
new  reasons  for  wishing  an  eternal  separation  ;  so  that  there 
is  a  rapid  increase  of  the  formerly  small  party  who  were  for 
an  Independent  Government. 

Your  epigram  on  Lord  Chatham's  remark  has  amply 
paid  me  for  the  song.  Accept  my  thanks  for  it,  and  for  the 
charming  extract  of  a  lady's  letter,  contained  in  your  favour 
of  January  22d. 

I  thought,  when  I  sat  down,  to  have  written,  by  this  op- 
portunity to  Doctor  Cooper,  Mr.  Bowdoin,  and  Doctor  Win- 
ihrop,  but  I  am  interrupted.  Be  so  good  as  to  present  my 
affectionate  respects  to  them,  and  to  your  family. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  and  believe  me  ever  yours,  most 

affectionately,  j,  f? 

^ '  Benjamin  h  ranklin. 

To  Josiah  Quincy,  Esq.,  Braintree. 


COLONEL  BATLEY  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Newbury,  April  15,  1776. 

Sin :  Colonel  Bedel,  on  his  march,  sent  to  me  to  provide 
..some  trusty  persons  to  pilot  soldiers,  by  way  of  Massasisque, 


to  St.  John's,  who  were  to  make  return  of  that  route  to  your 
Excellency.  They  were  to  wait  for  Colonel  BedcVs  arri- 
val at  St.  John's  or  Montreal,  but  they  found  the  lake  so 
broken,  that  they  must  stay  too  long  for  him.  Two  of  the 
five  I  sent,  returned  the  fifteenth  day  ;  the  other  three  went 
forward  with  the  soldiei-s  to  Qiiebeck.  As  I  had  no  actual 
survey  of  the  country  from  Massasisque  to  St.  John's,  I  sent 
to  Mr.  Metcalffor  a  plan  of  that  part,  who  has  sent  the 
plan  enclosed,  which  he  informs  is  done  from  actual  survey, 
which  agrees  nearly  with  my  representation.  I  also  send 
the  journal  of  Captain  Thomas  Johnson,  as  also  the  true 
distance  of  sundry  places  to  .SV.  John's  by  Massasisque,  and 
from  the  same  place  by  Charlcstoum  and  Crown  Point,  and 
by  Albany,  which  may  be  examined  by  the  post  roads  and 
maps ;  and,  if  found  tnie,  it  will  appear  that  the  cost  of 
making  the  road  will  be  saved  in  the  soldiers'  marching 
home  from  Canada,  at  the  close  of  the  present  campaign,  as 
it  will  save  six  days'  pay  and  provision  for  all  that  live  east- 
ward of  Connecticut  tliver. 

We  have  here  provisions  to  supply  all  that  may  pass  this 
way.  I  also  inform  that  there  is  good  water  carriage  from 
this  place  to  St.  John's,  except  forty-three  miles.  Mr.  John- 
son informs  me  that  the  lakes  are  so  broken  that  the  soldiers 
are  detained  at  Crown  Point,  and  that  the  French  are  fear- 
ful, as  troops  do  not  arrive  as  expected. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  the  American  cause,  in  cutting 
the  proposed  road,  or  any  other  way,  I  am  ready.  I  should 
think  one  hundred  picked  men  from  the  Army,  or  elsewhere, 
will  be  enough  to  be  employed  in  that  business ;  no  officer 
higher  than  a  Sergeant.  I  will  provide  a  surveyor,  pilot,  and 
overseer.  None  of  my  providing  shall  have  more  wages  than 
they  merit  by  their  behaviour ;  and  if  I  am  employed  to  see 
the  road  completed,  I  shall  expect  no  more  than  the  Con- 
gress, or  any  of  the  Congresses  or  Courts  in  the  Colonies, 
may  think  I  deserve,  after  the  whole  is  completed.  I  say 
this,  because  I  will  never  receive  anything  for  anything  I 
do  in  the  Continental  service,  unless  it  is  thought  to  be  really 
serviceable  to  the  common  cause. 

Nothing  new  from  Canada  to  be  depended  on.  They 
had  reports  of  considerable  advantages  our  Army  had  got 
at  Quebeck  over  the  Ministerial  Troops,  killing  and  taking 
about  three  hundred  ;  hope  it  is  true. 

These  you  will  receive  from  a  hearty  friend  of  the  Ameri- 
can cause,  and  your  very  humble  servant, 

Jacob  Bayley. 
To  General  Washington, 

P.  S.  Good  men  for  the  business  purposed  deserve  good 
wages ;  but  bad  ones  deserve  none.  Colonel  Little  is  a  good 
judge  what  men  will  do  for  the  road. 


Johnson's  journal. 

Newbury,  March  26,  1776. 

Set  out  with  a  number  of  soldiers  for  St.  John's,  in  order 
to  make  return  of  the  way  from  Newbury  to  St.  John's, 
by  way  of  Massasisque,  to  your  Excellency,  which  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

Tuesday,  26th,  set  out  from  Newbury ;  lodged  at  the  last 
inhabitant's  ;  waited  half  a  day  for  the  rear  of  the  soldiers. 

Wednesday,  27th,  marched  six  miles  ;  good  land  for  road. 

Thursday,  28th,  mai'ched  twelve  miles  ;  good. 

Friday,  29th,  marched  twelve  miles ;  good,  except  two 
miles. 

Saturday,  30th,  marched  fifteen  miles ;  good,  except  three 
miles. 

Sunday,  31st,  marched  ten  miles  to  Mr.  Metcalf's ;  good  ; 
waited  half  a  day  for  the  rear. 

Monday,  April  1st,  marched  twenty-five  miles  to  St. 
John's. 

Tuesday,  2d  April,  tarried  at  St.  John's. 

Wednesday,  3d,  returned  to  Mr.  Metcalf's. 

Thursday,  4th,  tarried  for  the  plan. 

The  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th,  travelled  home;  cut 
myself  badly  the  second  day,  which  made  my  journey  longer. 
I  find  it  the  best  country  for  a  road  I  ever  saw,  for  such  a 
length  of  way. 

This  is  from  your  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Johnson. 

To  His  Excellency  Genei-al  Washington. 
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DISTANCES    BY    SEVERAL    ROUTES    TO    ST.    JOHN  S. 

Miles.     Miles. 

Distance  from  Portsmouth,  by  Charlestoicn  }  qin 

and  Crown  Foint,  to  St.  John^s,  -     -     -  j" 
From  Portsmouth  to  ^etvbury,     ...     -        125 
to  St.  John's, 92 

212 

Difference  in  favour  of  the  Newbury  route,      -      -       93 
From  Boston  to  Charlesiown,      ...     -       119 
to  Crown  Point,      ------         80 

to  St.  John's, 120 

319 

From  Boston  to  IS'ewbury,     -----       145 

to  St.  Joh7i's, 92 

237 

Difference  in  favour  of  the  Neivhury  route,      -      -       82 

From  Hartford  to  St.  John's,  by  way  of 

Albany, 363 

From  Hartford  to  Newbury,      -     -     -     -   .    185 
to  St.  John's, 92 

277 

Difference  In  favour  of  the  Newbury  route,     -     -      86 

From  Netv-  York,  by  way  of  Albany,  to  St.  John's,  about 
four  hundred  miles. 

From  New- York,  by  Hartford,  to  Newbtiry  and  St.  John's, 
about  the  same. 


ARRANGEMENT    OF    OFFICERS    OF    COLONEL    NICHOLSON  S 
REGIMENT. 

Head-Quarters  before  Quebeck,  April  15,  1776. 

As  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  make  some  alteration 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  Captains  and  Subaltern  Officers  in 
Col.  Nicholson's  Regiment,  the  following  is  to  take  place : 

John  Nicholson,  Esquire,  Colonel ;  Frederick  Weisenfcls, 
Esquire,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  appointed  in  the  Third  Regi- 
ment of  Yorkers ;  John  Vischer,  Esq.,  Major ;  John  Brog- 
den.  Adjutant ;  Israel  Evans,  Chaplain  ;  Joseph  Marvin, 
Surgeon's  Mate. 

First  Company :  Gershom  Mott,  Captain  ;  Benjamin  Pel- 
ton,  Firet  Lieutenant,  appointed  in  Third  Regiment  York- 
ers ;  Isaac  Niclwls,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Charles  F.  Weisen- 
fels.  Ensign. 

Second  Company :  Elisha  Benedict,  Captain ;  Digby 
Odium,  First  Lieutenant ;  Nathaniel  Henry,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Francis  Shaw,  Ensign. 

Third  Company :  John  Graham.,  Captain ;  John  G.  Lan- 
sing, Firet  Lieutenant ;  Francis  Brindky,  Second  Lieute- 
nant ;  Esia  Holmes,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company :  Bobert  Johnston,  Captain  ;  ff^lliam 
Martin,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Nicholson,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Peter  Kertan,  Ensign. 

Fifth  Company :  Ezekid  Cooper,  Captain ;  Timothy 
Hughes,  First  Lieutenant ;  William  Belknap,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Thomas  Lennington,  (taken  prisoner  in  Canada,) 
Ensign. 

Sixth  Company :  Benjamin  Evim,  Captain  ;  Isaac  Hub- 
bel.  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  McClallen,  Second  Lieute- 
nant ;  Samuel  Preble,  Ensign. 

Seventh  Company  :  Derrick  Hansen,  Captain  ;  William 
Tapp,  First  Lieutenant,  appointed  in  the  First  Regiment  of 
Yorkers ;  Isaac  Guion,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Hyiiam  Black- 
ney.  Ensign. 

Eighth  Company  :  John  Copp,  Captain  ;  John  Brogden, 
First  Lieutenant ;  William  Colebraith,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Thomas  Logan,  Ensign. 

Approved  of  by  General  Wooster,  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Continental  Forces  before  Quebeck,  as  taken  from 
Brigade-Major  Blagden's  Orderly  Book. 
By  my  order : 

Frederick  V.  Weisenfels, 

Lieutenant-  Colonel. 


present.  I  am  sorry  that  it  has  so  happened,  for  I  should 
have  been  very  happy  to  be  in  a  company  with  you  and  Mr. 
Beed.  I  have  no  particular  objections  of  my  own,  but  my 
father  is  not  very  willing  that  I  should  go,  and  I  would 
choose  he  should  be  fully  satisfied  with  it.  I  join  witli  you 
in  opinion  about  Major  Beauman,  who,  I  think,  is  a  deser-- 
ving  man.  I  something  expect  to  be  in  town  in  about  ten 
days,  when  I  hope  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  before  you 
go  from  thence,  (for  I  suppose  you  will  not  be  stationed  in 
town  ;)  but  if  it  should  so  fall  out  that  I  should  not  be  there, 
you  and  Mr.  Beed  will  please  to  accept  of  my  sincerest  and 
warmest  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  welfare. 

My  best  wishes  to  him  ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  dear  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Grenellt. 
To  Lieutenant  George  Fleming,  in  New-York. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Griffiths  is  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  com- 
pliments, and  begs  you  to  accept  of  his  in  return.  Please 
to  acquaint  uncle's  family  of  our  being  all  well,  and  desiring 
to  be  remembered  to  tliem  all.  T.  G . 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  ADMIRAL  HOPKINS. 

Lebanon,  April  15,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  representation  from  the  Committee,  who  were 
directed  last  week  to  attend  you  respecting  the  prisoners 
taken  in  your  late  cruise,  &;c.,  that  you  would  be  glad  to 
have  our  armed  Brig  Defence  (now  in  the  harbour  of  New- 
London)  to  attend  and  assist  you  in  any  further  operations 
you  may  think  proper  soon  to  effect,  we  have  considered 
your  desire,  and  fully  comply  with  the  same,  and  have  given 
orders  to  Captain  Harding  accordingly,  a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed. 

At  the  same  time  we  tender  you  our  thanks  for  your  fa- 
vourable acceptance  of  our  request  respecting  the  cannon 
and  military  stores. 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 
To  Admiral  Hopkins. 

P.  S.  Captain  Niles,  in  the  Spy,  is  also  ordered  to  attend 
your  directions,  provided  you  shall  have  any  occasion  for 
his  services.  J.  T. 


THOMAS    GRENELLY    TO    LIEUTENANT    FLEMING. 

Norwalk,  April  15,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  last  favour,  of  the  1 1th,  I  have  received, 
and  am  sorry  for  the  miscarriage  of  the  other.  My  brother's 
declining  has  fixed  me  as  to  going,  as  I  had  no  thoughts  of 
going  under  the  command  of  any  one  else,  especially  for  the 


GENERAL  WARD  TO  MESHECH  WEARE. 

Head-Quarters,  Boston,  April  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant,  by  Captain 
Salter,  I  have  received ;  in  answer  to  which  I  am  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  the  cannon  belonging  to  ]\ew-Hampshire, 
which  are  here,  shall  be  delivered  to  your  order,  whenever 
you  please  to  send  for  them.  I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to 
supply  you  with  all  the  cannon  you  want ;  but  the  enemy 
destroyed  and  carried  off  so  many,  together  with  what  are 
gone  southward  with  the  Army,  that  we  have  not  enough 
for  our  fortifications. 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  the  Honourable  Meshech  Weare,  Esq.,  and  Committee  of 

Safety. 

RICHARD    THURSTON    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Rowley,  April  15,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We,  the  subscribers,  being  a  Committee  of 
Safety,  &,c.,  for  the  town  oiBowley,  having  had  a  number  of 
complaints  against  Jonathan  Stickney,  Jun. ;  and,  upon  ex- 
amination of  the  evidences,  and  his  own  assertion  before  the 
Committee,  we  find  him  to  be  an  enemy  to  America ;  and 
we  think  his  crime  so  great,  and  of  so  aggravated  a  nature, 
that  it  was  proper  to  send  him  to  your  Honours,  that  he 
might  receive  his  just  deserts ;  and,  accordingly,  we  have 
sent  said  Ilickney  by  Lieutenant  Searl,  the  bearer  hereof, 
and  likewise  the  affidavits.  The  reason  why  said  affidavits 
were  not  sworn  to,  was  for  want  of  a  Justice  in  said  town. 
The  evidences  are  respectable  pei-sons,  and  offered  to  attest 
said  affidavits  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee : 

Richard  Thurston,  Chairman, 

To  the  Honourable  Council  now  sitting  at  Watertown,  in  the 
Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  in  New-England. 
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Rowley,  April  8,  1776. 
Mr.  Jonathan  Stickmy,  Jun.,  said,  before  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  that  he  would  not  fight  upon  either  side  ;  but  if  he 
was  ohhircd  to  fight,  and  was  to  clioose,  he  would  fight  for 
the  King.  Also,  that  he  thought  God  Almighty  never  suf- 
fered so  ignorant  a  body  of  men  to  transact  business  of  so 
much  importance  as  our  General  Court. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

Richard  Thurston,  Chairman. 

Rowley,  April  8,  1776. 

We,  the  subscribers,  declare,  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
26th  of  February  last,  we  heard  Mr.  Jonathan  Stkkney, 
Jun.,  talk  as  follows:  1st.  That  they  (meaning  the  Cana- 
dians) ought  to  esteem  it  an  act  of  grace  in  his  Majesty  in 
establishing  Popery  in  Canada ;  and  that  he  was  glad  his 
Majesty  was  of  so  gracious  a  turn  of  mind ;  further,  that 
his  Majesty  had  a  just  right  to  sign  any  act  of  Parliament 
whatever,  though  ever  so  contradictory  of  his  Majesty's 
Coronation  oath. 

Attest:  William  Stickney, 

Parker  Cleveland. 

Rowley,  April  8,  1 776. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Stickney,  Jun.,  said  that  the  Continental 
Congress  was  a  pack  of  rascally  villains  ;  that  he  longed  to 
see  the  blood  streaming  from  the  hearts  of  those  that  upheld 
the  destruction  of  that  tea  ;  and  that  our  General  Court  was  a 
pack  of  ignorant  souls,  for  they  were  deceiving  the  people. 

Rurus  Wheeler. 


large  quantity  of  medicine  there  by  them  left,  particularly 
in  one  room,  supposed  to  have  been  by  them  used  as  a  me- 
dicinal store-room,  I  found  a  gi'eat  variety  of  medicinal  arti- 
cles lying  upon  the  floor,  some  of  which  were  contained 
and  secured  in  ]japei-s,  whilst  others  were  scattered  upon  the 
floor  loose  ;  amongst  these  medicines  I  observed  small  quan- 
tities of  what  I  supposed  was  white  and  yellow  arsenick  inter- 
mixed ;  and  then  received  information  from  Doctor  Daniel 
Scott  that  he  had  taken  up  a  large  quantity  of  said  arsenick 
from  over  and  amongst  tlie  medicine,  and  had  collected  it 
chiefly  in  large  lumps,  and  secured  it  in  a  vessel.  Upon  re- 
ceiving this  infoniiation,  I  desired  him  to  let  me  view  the 
arsenick  ;  with  which  he  complied,  and  I  judged  it  to  amount 
to  about  the  quantity  of  twelve  or  fourteen  pounds.  Being 
much  surpiised  by  this  extraordinary  intelligence,  I  more 
minutely  examined  the  medicine  on  the  floor,  and  found 
them  to  be  chiefly  capital  articles,  and  those  most  generally 
in  great  demand  ;  and  judging  them  to  be  rendered  entirely 
unfit  for  use,  I  advisfid  Doctor  Scott  to  let  them  remain,  and 
by  no  means  meddle  with  them,  as  I  thought  the  utmost 
hazard  would  attend  the  using  of  them.  They  were  accord- 
ingly suffered  to  remain,  and  no  account  was  taken  of  them. 

John  Warren. 

Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Watertown,  ss. 

Then  John  Warren  made  solemn  oath  to  the  tixith  of  the 
above  written  Deposition. 

Before  me,  James  Otis, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  through  the  said  Colony. 

April  3,  1776.  


Rowley,  April  8,  1776. 
We  heard  Jonathan  SticJcney,  Jun.,  say  that  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  was  a  pack  of  rascally  villains,  and  he 
looked  upon  the  General  Court  to  be  men  not  fit  for  that 
purpose.  Joseph  Searl, 

Ruth  Searl. 

Rowley,  April  8,  1776. 
I  heard  Jonathan  Stickney  say,  some  time  last  January, 
that  those  that  were  the  leaders  of  those  affairs,  (meaning 
those  that  destroyed  the  tea,  and  our  Court  and  Congress,) 
lie  should  be  glad  to  see  the  stream  running  from  their 
hearts.  Timothy  Jackman,  Jun. 

Rowley,  April  8,  1776. 

Jonathan  Stickney,  Jun.,  told  me  that,  in  his  opinion,  all 
the  Continental  Congress  aimed  at  was  Independence;  that 
that  was  their  first  motive,  and  that  he  had  rather  see  them 
in  their  gore  than  to  see  them  ruling  America  independent. 
He  said  the  bigger  part  of  the  Provinces  had  rebelled  with- 
out any  provocation,  and  he  wished  the  leaders  of  that  re- 
bellion might  be  made  turnspits  for  the  nobility  in  England; 
that  beheading  was  too  honourable  for  them.  He  said  those 
that  destroyed  the  tea  were  a  pack  of  damned  rascals,  and 
that  was  the  whole  cause  of  all  our  difficulties.  He  said 
King  George  was  able  to  throw  his  dominion  over  America. 
and  he  hoped  he  would  do  it.  He  said  those  creatures  who 
were  vulgarly  called  Committees  of  Safety,  were  properly 
tyrants;  that  no  arguments' would  convince  them  but  the 
bright  steel,  and  he  hoped  George  would  convince  them  by 
it ;  and  many  other  things  to  the  same  import. 

Samuel  Johnson. 


depositions  respecting  the  arsenick  mixed  with  the 
medicines  left  at  boston  by  the  British. 

By  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts, 

April  15,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Depositions  of  Doctor  John  JVarren, 
Daniel  Scott,  and  Frederick  Ridgely,  respecting  a  quan- 
tity of  Medicines  left  in  the  Work-House  of  the  Town  of 
Boston,  lately  improved  as  an  Hospital  by  the  British  Troops, 
be  published  in  the  Watertown  Newspaper,  by  order  of  the 
General  Court.  

deposition  or  doctor  john  warren. 
1,  John  Warren,  of  Cambridge,  Physician,  testify  and 
say,  that,  on  or  about  the  29th  day  of  March  last  past,  I 
went  into  the  Work-House  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  lately 
improved  as  an  Hospital  by  the  British  Troops  station- 
jed  in  said  town,  and  upon  examining  into  the  state  of  a 


deposition    of    DANIEL    SCOTT. 

Watertown,  April  9,  1776. 

Being  ordered  by  the  Director-General  of  the  Continen- 
tal Hospital  to  look  over  and  lake  charge  of  the  medicines 
left  by  the  Ministerial  Army  in  the  Hospital  in  Boston,  and 
being  called  upon  by  the  honourable  Council  of  this  Pro- 
vince to  give  information  of  sundry  medicines  found  in  a 
room  improved  as  a  medicine-room  in  the  house  formerly 
improved  as  a  Work-House  in  Boston,  supposed  to  be  poi- 
soned, I  do  declare,  on  examination,  that  there  was  promis- 
cuously scattered  over  the  floor  of  said  room,  in  a  mixed 
manner,  a  quantity  of  medicine,  of  various  kinds ;  and  over 
a  part  of  the  most  valuable  was  strewed  a  quantity  of  white 
and  yellow  arsenick,  as  I  suppose  about  twenty  pounds 
weight,  (as  I  did,  with  the  assistance  of  Doctor  Frederick 
Ridgely,  take  up  eighteen  pounds.)  The  medicines  which 
were  unhurt  by  the  arsenick,  I  suppose,  may  amount  in  value 
to  about  forty  pounds,  lawful  money ;  and  those  v\  hich  were 
rendered  useless,  I  suppose,  to  about  twenty  ;  the  latter  of 
which  I  have  in  charge,  and  am  determined,  as  soon  as 
opportunity  will  allow,  to  bury,  to  prevent  their  being  made 

any  use  of  in  future.  ■  1-4  ^ 

•'  Daniel  Scott. 

Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  April  9,  1776  : 
Daniel  Scott  appeared  and  made  solemn  oath  to  tlie  truth 

of  the  above  Declaration  by  him  subscribed. 
Before  Moses  Gill, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  through  the  Colony. 

DEPOSITION    OF    FREDERICK    RIDGELY. 

Watertown,  April  9,  1776. 

I  being  ordered  to  assist  in  taking  an  account  of  the  me- 
dicines left  in  the  town  of  Boston  by  the  Ministerial  Troops, 
and  now  being  called  before  the  honourable  Council  of  this 
Province  to  give  information  of  some  of  them  which  were 
said  to  be  poisoned,  do  declare,  that,  on  examining  the  me- 
dicines in  a  house  that  had  been  occupied  by  the  Ministerial 
Troops  as  an  Hospital,  (but  formerly  improved  as  a  Work- 
House,)  there  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  valuable  arti- 
cles promiscuously  scattered  over  the  floor ;  among  a  part 
of  which  was  about  twenty  weight  of  arsenick  intermixed, 
which  rendered  them  useless ;  therefore,  that  part  of  them 
was  omitted,  which  Doctor  Daniel  Scott  said  he  would  take 
the  necessary  care  of.  -ip  r> 

•'  b  REDERICK  KlDGELY. 

Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  April  9,  1776: 

Frederick  Ridgely  appeared  and  made  solemn  oath  to 
the  truth  of  the  above  Declaration  by  him  subscribed. 
Before  Moses  Gill, 

Justice  of  the  Peace  through  the  Colony. 


9d3 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  APRIL,  1776. 


954 


ESSEX    COUNTY    (vIRGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

At  a  Committee  ajjpointed  and  lield  for  Essex  County, 
at  Tappahannock,  on  Tuesday,  the  16th  oi  April,  1776: 

The  Sub-Committee  of  this  County  having  reported  to 
thii  Committee  that  it  appeared  to  tiiem,  by  the  Deposition 
of  James  Connolly,  tliat  John  and  George  Fowler  had  im- 
ported goods  into  this  County  contrary  to  the  Association, 
from  Antigua,  and  referred  the  consideration  tiiereof  to  us  ; 
the  said  John  Fowler  appeared,  was  heard,  and,  on  consi- 
deration of  the  premises. 

Resolved,  That  it  does  not  appear  to  this  Committee  that 
the  said  Fowlers  imported  the  said  goods  into  this  County  as 
alleged  ;  but  that  the  said  goods  were  impoited  into  Glou- 
cester County,  and  from  thence  brought  into  their  store  in  this 
County. 

Resolved,  (It  appearing  to  this  Committee  that  the  Com- 
mittee o(  Gloucester  have  had  the  said  goods  under  their  con- 
sideration, and  determined  tliereon,)  That  this  Committee 
will  pitxieed  no  further  with  respect  to  the  said  goods,  the 
said  Committee  of  Gloucester  having  taken  goods  of  the  said 
Fowlers  to  the  amount  of  the  invoice  produced  to  diem. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
said  Fowlers  have  violated  the  Continental  Association,  and 
that  they  be  published  in  the  Gazette,  as  enemies  to  Ame- 
.  rica,  agreeable  to  the  said  Association,  the  offence  having  been 
committed  before  the  passing  the  Ordinance  of  Convention 
respecting  such  cases,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
good  people  of  this  Colony  to  have  no  further  dealings  with 

John  Upshaw,  Chairman. 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  send  by  the  bearer,  (James  Rue,  a 
wagoner,)  one  ton  of  powder  for  the  use  of  the  Eastern- 
Shore.  You  will  be  pleased  to  receive  it  into  your  care, 
and  advise  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  same,  that  they 
may  direct  the  distribution.  You  will  observe  that  Cecil 
County  is  not  entitled  to  any  of  tliis  powder,  as  we  have 
already  supplied  that  County  from  this  place.  Be  so  kind 
as  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  powder  by  the  return 
of  the  wagoner. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

R.  Alexander, 
Thomas  Johnson,  Jun., 
T.  Stone. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  oi  Maryland. 


MARYLAND  DELEGATES  TO  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  this  morning  sent  off  in  a  wagon  one 
ton  of  powder  for  Chestertown,  which  is  directed  to  the  care 
of  Messrs.  Smyth  If  Hands ;  if  absent,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Committee  of  Observation.  We  have  written  these  gen- 
tlemen to  receive  the  powder,  and  to  await  your  orders  for  the 
distribution.  This  powder  we  obtained  on  application  from 
Congress,  who  grant  supplies  to  the  different  Provinces,  as 
the  circumstances  and  situation  of  them  make  it  necessary. 
Knowing  the  exposed  and  defenceless  state  of  the  Eastern- 
Shore,  we  have  sent  off  this  supply,  which  we  expect  will 
meet  your  approbation.  You  will  observe  Cecil  County 
has  been  supplied  by  us  from  hence  with  five  hundred 
pounds.  We  mention  this,  to  prevent  any  part  of  the  ton 
being  sent  to  that  County. 

We  send  you  by  the  post  eight  of  the  plates,  with  the  de- 
vices, for  the  money.  Rittenhouse  says  the  remaining  ibur 
will  be  finished  in  ten  or  twelve  days. 

We  are,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servants, 

R.  Alexander, 
T.  Stone. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


immediately  seized  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  whom  I 
write  by  this  opportunity. 

The  person  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  resolution  (Mr. 
Alexander  Ross)  is  represented  as  a  dangerous  partisan  of 
Administration,  who  has  been  lately  with  Lord  Dunmore, 
and  it  is  suggested  is  on  his  way  to  the  Indian  country,  to 
execute  the  execrable  designs  of  our  enemies.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  you  will  exert  your  utmost  endeavours  in  seizing 
and  securing  him. 

I  am,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 

'  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Baltimore. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  Or 
SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  By  the  letters  of  Lord  Gcrmainc  to  your 
Governour,  copies  of  which  you  have  enclosed,  it  evidently 
appears  that  Mr.  Eden  has  been  carrying  on  a  dangerous 
coiTcsjwndence  with  the  Ministry  of  Great  Britain,  who 
seem  desperately  bent  on  the  destmction  of  America. 

The  Congress,  therefore,  have  come  to  a  resolution  that 
the  person  and  papers  of  Governour  Eden  be  immediately 
seized,  from  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  we  may  not 
only  leam,  but  probably  defeat,  the  designs  of  our  ene- 
mies. 

The  Congress  also  being  informed  that  there  is  one  Alex- 
ander Ross  in  your  Colony,  who  has  lately  been  with  Lord 
Dunmore,  and  is  represented  as  a  dangerous  partisan  of  the 
British  Administration,  him,  also,  the  Congress  are  desirous 
of  apprehending,  and  for  that  purpose  have  passed  a  resolu- 
tion, which  you  have  enclosed  with  the  other.  The  Con- 
gress, relying  on  your  zeal,  confide  that  you  will  exert  your 
best  endeavours  in  executing  these  resolutions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  t  u  «      -j    .. 

'  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

In  Congress,  April  16,  1776. 

Whereas  information  has  been  this  day  laid  before  Con- 
gress, from  which  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  Ro- 
bert Eden,  Esq.,  Governour  of  the  Colony  of  Maryland,  has 
lately  carried  on  a  correspondence  with  the  British  Ministry 
highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America  : 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Ma- 
ryland be  earnestly  requested  immediately  to  cause  the  per- 
son and  papers  of  Governour  Eden  to  be  seized  and  se- 
cured, and  such  of  the  papers  as  relate  to  the  American 
dispute,  without  delay,  conveyed  safely  to  Congress,  and 
that  copies  of  the  intercepted  letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  be  enclosed  to  the  said  Council  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland  be 
requested  to  cause  the  person  and  papers  o{  Alexander  Ross 
to  be  immediately  seized  and  secured,  and  that  the  papers 
be  sent  safely  to  Congress. 

And  to  prevent  the  said  Alexander  Ross  from  any  op- 
portunity to  escape. 

Resolved,  That  the  like  request  be  made  to  the  Commit- 
tees of  Observation  for  Baltimore  and  Frederick  Counties, 
in  Maryland,  in  one  of  which  Counties  the  said  Ross  pro- 
bably now  is. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

Ordered  by  Congress  to  be  transmitted  to  the  honourable 
Council  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of  Maryland. 

John  Hancock,  President. 


president    of    congress    to    BALTIMORE    COMMITTEE. 

Philadelphia,  April  16,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received,  and  immediately  communicated 
to  Congress,  your  letter  of  the  14th,  with  the  important  pa- 
pers enclosed.  In  consequence  of  which,  the  Congress  have 
resolved  that  the  person  and  papers  of  Governour  Eden  be 


president  of  congress  to  general  PUTNAM. 

Philadelphia,  April  16,  1776. 

Sir:  Congress  finding,  by  intelligence  from  General 
Washington,  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops  that  were 
before  Boston  are  either  on  their  march  to  New-Yorkg  or 
actually  arrived  there,  judge  it  improper  to  keep  a  larger 
body  of  men  together  tlian  is  called  for  in  tliat  place.  I  am 
therefore  commanded  by  the  Congress  to  direct  that  you 
discharge  the  whole,  or  such  part  of  the  Militia  of  New- 
York  and  Connecticut,  now  in  the  pay  of  the  Continent,  as 


955 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  he,  APRIL,  1776. 


956 


tlie  publick  service  will  pennit,  and  also,  that  you  discharge 
the  wliole  of  the  Militia  of  New-Jersey. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  j^^^  Hancock,  President. 

To  Major-General  Putnam,  at  New-  York. 


WILLIAM    SCUDDER    TO    NEW-YOKK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 
Elizabethtown,  New-Jersey,  April  15,  1776. 

I  would  inform  your  Honours  tiiat  I  received  a  warrant  to 
inlist  men  for  your  Province,  Henry  (J-IIara  being  Cap- 
tain, for  which  I  have  inlisted  and  have  in  billet  in  Neiv- 
Jersey,  about  thirty-five.  They  have  been  there  about  six 
weeks  on  my  expenses.  The  Captain  went  to  Albany 
seven  weeks  ago  recruiting,  and  was  to  have  returned  in 
three  weeks.  I  have  had  no  intelligence  from  him  since. 
I  know  not  what  to  do  with  the  men,  as  they  call  on  me 
daily  for  money,  or  they  will  desert.  Likewise,  the  Jersey 
people  are  vexed  that  their  Militia  is  called  away,  while  they 
are  under  pay  and  doing  nothing. 

I  beg,  gentlemen,  you  will  take  some  method  for  my  re- 

WlLLIAM    ScUDDER. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  ia  Neto-York. 

Elizabethtown,  April  16,  1776. 
The  subscribers  hereby  certify,  that  the  bearer,  Mr.  fVil- 
liam  Scudder,  is  of  very  reputable  parentage,  of  considera- 
ble property  in  this  town,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  believe 
that  his  conduct  has  been  such  as  to  render  himself  any  way 
disrespectful ;  but  on  the  contrary,  believe  him  to  be  a  de- 
serving young  gentleman,  and  strongly  attached  to  the  com- 
mon cause.  Robert  Ogden, 

Elias  Dayton. 

List  of  Men's  names  under  the  care  q/"  William  Scudder, 
intended  for  Henry  O'Hara's  Company,  with  the  dates 
of  their  inlistment. 

1776. 
John  Clark,  Corporal,  March  2, 
Cornelius  Briant,  Corpl.,  Feb.  27, 
Abm.  B.  Stokes,  Drummer,  Feb. 22, 
John  Bordaime,  Fifer,    March  12, 


Rest  assured,  gentlemen,  that  nothing  on  our  part  shall  be 
neglected '  in  quartering  the  troops  under  the  conmiand  of 
Lord  Stirling,  so  far  as  circumstance  and  ability  will  admit 
of,  and  we  shall  endeavour  to  procure  room  for  them,  pro- 
vided the  distance  is  not  limited.  We  shall  exert  our  influ- 
ence with  the  inhabitants,  to  give  them  all  possible  assist- 
ance. 

We  should  have  been  very  happy,  had  it  been  our  lot  to 
have  had  Major  Dehart,  with  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, continued  among  us,  whose  conduct  has  gained  our 
greatest  esteem.  We  have  before  experienced  the  severity 
of  persons  in  poWer,  and  fond  of  exerting  it,  and  on  slight 
information,  have  taken  upon  them  to  carry  inhabitants  out 
of  this  County  into  another  Government  for  trial,  which  we 
wish  might  be  prevented. 

Mr.  Derby  Doyle  was  last  week  apprehended,  and  sent 
to  New-York — we  know  not  by  what  authority.  Although 
he  may  be  an  offender,  and  deserving  of  punishment,  yet 
we  cannot  approve  of  such  conduct  in  taking  him  out  of  the 
County.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  something  has 
been  alleged  against  this  Committee  and  their  proceedings. 
If  so,  we  are  ready  to  be  examined. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Christian  Jacobson,  Chairman. 

To  die  Chairman  and  Membci-s  of  die  Committee  of  Safe- 
ty, New- York. 


1776. 
Michael  Fleming,  Sergt.,  Feb.  20, 
Andrew  O'Brien,  Sergt.,  Feb.  20, 
John  Russell,  Sergeant,  Feb.  20, 
Jcdediah  Millar,  Sergeant,  Feb.  27, 
WilUam  Walsh,  Corporal,  Feb.  21, 

Privates. 


James  Ryan,  -  - 
Charles  Hall,  -  - 
Thomas  Bolton,  - 
John  Lynch,  -  - 
Dennis  MuUin, 
Barnard  Mullin,  - 
Philip  Prosser,  -  - 
John  Tanner,  -  - 
William  Bullion,  - 
James  O'Hara, 
William  Goodwin, 
Jarvis  Burns,  -  • 
Solomon  Saltus,  - 
John  Bryan,  -  - 
Abraham  Lofberry, 
Henry  Kizer,  -  - 
John  McDonald,  - 
William  Wilson,  - 
Henry  Reynolds,  - 


February  20, 

February  20, 

February  20, 

February  22, 

February  22, 

February  24, 

February  21, 

February  24, 

February  24, 

February  25, 

February  25, 

February  25, 

February  26, 

February  28, 

March  1, 

March  2, 

March  3, 

March  3, 

March  2, 


Robert  Field,     - 
Arthur  Kief, 
John  Creag,      -     • 
John  Emory,    - 
Maurice  Hanlon,  ■ 
John  Ml  rry,      -     • 
Joshua  Dooly,  -     ■ 
Isaac  Seavy,     -     ■ 
Benjamin  Little,    ' 
Charles  Kenedy,    ■ 
Robert  Thornton,  ■ 
John  McDonald,    • 
James  Burrows, 
Patrick  Read,    - 
Benjamin  Dooly, 
Adrian  Post,     - 
John  Hosman, 
John  Batteas,    - 
Robert  Hardy,  -    • 


GOVEKNOUR  TRYON  TO  THE  MAYOR  OF  NEW-YORK. 

Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  Sandy-Hook, 
April  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  the  commander  of  his  Majesty's  ships-of-war  on 
this  station  found  it  expedient  for  his  Majesty's  service  to 
bum  down  the  Pilot-House  at  the  Hook,  I  am  to  acquaint 
you,  all  possible  care  has  been  taken  of  Mr.  Adam  Dobbs 
and  his  property ;  and  that  if  you  will  send  down  a  sloop 
to  the  Ilook,  it  will  be  suffered  to  bring  up  to  Neic-York 
Mr.  Dobbs,  his  servants,  and  effects. 

I  am,  with  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Tryon. 
To  David  Matthews,  Esquire,  Mayor  of  tlie  City  of  New- 
York. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS    TO    LIEUTENANT    HINMAN. 

Ship  Alfred,  at  New-London,  April  16,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  to  take  charge  of  the  Cabot,  and  proceed 
with  her  directly  to  Newport,  and  land  the  ten  guns  there 
to  General  Babcock ;  but  in  case  you  cannot  get  into  New- 
port Harbour,  then  you  are  to  go  into  the  river  eastward  of 
Rhode-Island,  and  land  your  guns  at  HowlanxVs  Ferry,  and 
send  an  express  to  Brigadier  Babcock  with  an  account  of 
it  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you  cannot  get  into  either  of  the 
above  ports,  go  up  to  Providence,  and  deliver  the  guns  to 
Governour  Cooke. 

Yours,  &;c.,  Eseck  Hopkins. 

To  Elisha  Hinman,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  of  the  Cabot. 


February  24, 
February  22, 
February  21, 
February  21, 

-  March    3, 

-  March    4, 

-  March    3, 

-  March    4, 

-  March  11, 

-  March  19, 

-  March  19, 

-  March  19, 

-  March  19, 

-  March  22, 

-  March    3, 

-  March  23, 

-  April  10, 

-  April  10, 

-  April  11. 


MAJOR    BASSETT    TO    COMMANDING    OFFICER    AT    BOSTON. 
Martha's  Vineyard,  April  16,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  sent  you,  under  the  care  of  a  Sergeant,  four 
prisoners,  taken  aboard  the  Schooner  Valent,  at  Martha's 
Vineyard,  bound  for  Boston,  viz :  Edward  Marsh,  Master ; 
the  Mate,  and  two  passengers  in  the  employment  of  the 
Ministerial  Forces. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Barachiah  Bassett, 
Major  in  the  Provincial  Forces. 

To  the  Commander  of  the  Continental  Forces  now  station- 
ed at,  or  near,  Boston. 


CHRISTIAN  JACOBSON  TO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Richmond  County,  April  16,1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Your  favour  of  the  12di  instant  came  safe 
to  hand,  the  contents  of  which  wc  have  duly  considered. 


MAJOR   bassett   to    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Martha's  Vineyard,  April  16,  1776. 

Please  to  pay  Sergeant  Samuel  Bassett  the  expenses  of 
die  guard,  in  conveying  four  prisoners  taken  on  board  the 
Schooner  Valent,  bound  for  Boston,  in  the  employment  of 
the  Ministerial  Forces,  from  Martha's  Vineyard  to  Water- 
town. 

From  your  most  humble  servant, 

Barachiah  Bassett, 
Major  of  the  Provincial  Forces. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay. * 

•lii  Couircii.,  ./?/rri7  20,  1776. — Read,  and  the  Prisoners  having  been 

examined  before  the  Council,  Ordered,  That  they  be  sent  to  Concord 
Jail ;  Edward  Marsh  and  John  Loving,  two  of  said  Prisoners,  not  to 
have  the  privilege  of  pen,  ink,  or  paper,  nor  any  person  to  be  sufl'ered  to 
speak  to  them,  but  in  the  presence  of  the  Keeper  of  said  Jail.  The  other 
two  persons,  viz :  Basil  Cooper  and  David  Lang,  to  have  the  liberty  of 
that  part  of  the  Jail  yard  that  is  enclosed,  during  their  good  behaviour, 
and  giving  their  parole  in  writing  not  to  depart  without  the  limits  of  the 
same,  in  failure  of  which,  they  are  to  be  committed  to  close  prison  ;  and 
that  a  mittimus  go  out  accordingly. 

JouK  LowiLL,  Deputy  Secretary  pro  tern. 
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GENERAL   WARD    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 


Boston,  April  16,  1776. 

Sir:  As  I  am  left  in  Boston  with  the  command  of  the 
Continental  Troops  in  this  Colony,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
acquaint  the  honourable  House  with  my  situation.     Five 
regiments  are  in  this  Colony — two  in  Boston,  one  at  Dor- 
chester-Heights, one  at  Charlestown,  and  one  at  Beverley. 
These  regiments  were  stationed  by  General  Washington's 
order.     In  Boston  there  are  not  seven  hundred  men  fit  for 
duty,  at  Beverley,  not  three  hundred.    I  by  no  means  thnik 
it  prudent  to  take  any  men  from  Beverley,  as  all  the  prizes 
taken  from  the  enemy  remain  there  uncondemned,  and  con- 
sidering near  fifty  of  that  regiment  are  on  board  the  Conti- 
nental "privateers.     The  troops  that  marched  to  the  south- 
ward were  hurried  off.     Chief  of  the  cannon  tlien  fit  for 
service  were  ordered  away,  that  we  had  not  many,  if  any, 
cannon  in  our  most  advanced  posts  to  annoy  the  enemy 
with  if  we  had  been  attacked ;    and  the  stores  scattered 
from  Mcdford  to  Dorchester ;  the  teams  so  drained  off  that 
we  are  not  able  to  procure  teams  to  move  the  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  as  1  could  wish.    The  harbour  is  now  open 
to  our  enemies.     The  men-of-war  have  it  in  their  power  to 
cannonade  the  town  of  Boston.     If  the  enemy  should  re- 
turn, is  it  not  possible  for  them  to  carry  the  town  of  Boston, 
and  the  lines  we  have  occupied  for  ten  months,  and  scatter 
destruction  in  all  the  adjacent  towns?     Nay,  is  it  not  pro- 
bable ?    If  such  should  be  the  case  they  would  get  to  them- 
selves more  honour  and  more  advantage  than  by  vanquish- 
ing any  other  Colony  in  New-England ;  and  our  disgrace 
and  dishonour  would  be  in  proportion.     I  would  not  wil- 
lingly exaggerate  matters,  and  fear  when  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  fear.     This  matter  has  lain  heavy  on  my  mind  ever 
since  they  evacuated  the  town.    It  appears  to  ine  indispen- 
sably necessary  that  the  channel  should  forthwith  be  stop- 
ped, in  whole  or  in  part,  so  as  to  render  it  impassable  to 
strangers  with  large  ships.     There  is  nothing  to  hinder  the 
men^f-war's  men  from  landing  in  Braintree,  Sqmntum,  or 
Dorchester,  in  the  night,  and  spreading  destmction  all  around 
them,  and  getting  off  without  much  difficulty,  provided  they 
know  our  state;  and  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  many 
among  us  would  readily  give  them  information  of  the  same. 
I  would  by  no  means  pretend-  to  dictate  to  the  honourable 
House.     I  mention  them  with  submission,  and  with  a  mind 
full  of  anxiety  for  the  future  well-being  of  my  country  ;  and 
am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward.* 

SENTIMENTS    RELATIVE    TO    FORTIFYING    BOSTON    HARBODR. 

The  necessity  of  immediately  securing  the  harbour  of 
Boston  is  acknowledged  by  all.  The  neglect  of  it  gives 
great  anxiety  and  uneasiness.  Whether  the  variety  oi  sen- 
timents, relative  to  the  mode  of  execution,  has  not  contri- 
buted to  prevent  it,  I  am  not  able  to  say.  The  fortifying 
near  the  town  of  Boston  can  have  only  that  town  for  its 
object.  Our  other  towns  within  Hull  and  Fulling-Pomt, 
also  our  navigation,  must  be  almost  as  much  exposed  as 
ever.  A  plan  that  would  take  in  the  whole,  if  practicable, 
must  certainly  be  the  most  eligible.  That  it  is  practicable, 
there  is  no  doubt.  There  is  no  army  to  hinder  our  begin- 
ning at  the  entrance  into  the  harbour.  The  places  there 
are^admirably  well  calculated  for  fortifying,  and  some  of 
them  are  of  such  importance  that,  should  the  enemy  take 
possession  of  them,  we  should  have  occasion  to  rue  the  day, 
and  curse  our  neglect. 

Hull  is  the  outermost  land  next  to  the  bay,  surrounded 
by  water,  except  by  a  long  neck,  or  beach,  connecting  it 
with  the  main.  On  it  are  two  eminences,  well  adapted  for 
fortifying — the  one.  Point  Alderton,  one  mile  and  three- 
ei>diths  from  Beacon-Island,  tlie  other,  called  Loring's  Hill, 
0° North-Head.  This  town  is  a  situation  of  the  greatest 
importance,  being  such  as  would  enable  the  enemy,  if  they 

•Mat  7  1776.— The  Commitlce  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  is  referred 
the  consideralion  of  a  Letter  from  General  IVaiil,  have  considered  tho 
game,  and,  from  various  circumstances,  are  led  to  conclude  that  the  pro- 
bability of  the  enemy's  return  to  this  Colony  is  such  as  renders  it  highly 
necessary  that  part  of  the  Militia  he  called  to  the  lines  near  Hoston  with 
all  possible  despatch;  and  that  due  care  be  immediately  taken  to  pro- 
vide proper  magazines  of  provisions,  and  sufficient  supply  of  intrenching 
tools  and  camp  utensils  for  their  use  and  support. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

Per  order:  J.  W.KTHRor. 


once  possessed  and  fortified  it,  (with  the  help  of  their  ship- 
ping,) to  keep  off  any  army  that  we  could  raise.    Not  forty 
thousand  men,  perhaps,  could  dislodge  them.     The  land  is 
one  of  the  most  fertile  spots  in  tlie  Province — would  afford 
them  pasturage,  hay,  grain,  and  vegetables  of  every  kind ; 
houses  deserted  by  the  inhabitants  would  afford  them  a  safe 
lodging.     Tliey  w  ould  have  the  entire  command  of  Hing- 
ham,  Weymouth,  Braintree,  and,  indeed  of  the  whole  sea- 
board, unless  measures  to  prevent  this  were  then  pursued ; 
the  expense  of  which  would   probably  ten   times  exceed 
what  need  now  be  expended  to  prevent  it.     The  posses- 
sion of  this,  with  Pectick's  Island,  would  secure  them  a  safe 
harbour  within  Nantasket  Gut  for  ships  from  twenty  totliirty 
guns ;  and  they  would  be  as  well  accommodated  for  dis- 
tressing us,  and  making  inroads  into  the  counUy,  as  if  they 
possessed  Boston.     Now,  by  considering  what  it  would  be 
to  them,  may  sufficiently  show  what  it  might  be  to  us,  and 
the  necessity  of  our  immediately  fortifying  it,  together  with 
Pectick's  Island,  but  a  little  distance  from  the  north  head  of 
Hull,  or  Loring's  Hill,  so  called,  and  not  exceeding  half  a 
mile.     Within  musket  shot  of  this,  vessels  passing  through 
the  gut  must  come ;  and  within  this  gut,  on  the  south  side  of 
Hull,  there  would  be  as  fine  a  retreat  for  privateers,  and 
other  vessels,  as  can  anywhere  be  found ;  from  all  which  it 
appears  that  these  two  places  ought  to  be  instantly  forti- 
fied. 

For  the  more  effectual  security  of  the  harbour,  George  » 
Island  is  the  best  of  any  in  it.  Was  this  strongly  fortified, 
and  well  furnished  with  every  necessary,  with  common  suc- 
cess it  would  prevent  any  ship-of-war  from  passing.  All 
ships-of-war,  from  twenty  guns  and  upwaixls,  must  pass  by 
it  to  go  through  the  Narrows,  or  through  the  western  pas- 
sage, that  is,%y  the  Moon,  and  west  end  of  Long-Island, 
and  must  come  within  musket  shot  of  it.  Fronting  the 
channel,  the  land  is  so  high  that  it  would  be  difficult  for  a 
ship  to  bring  her  guns  to  bear,  and  they  must  be  exposed 
to  a  fire  in  their  course  up  as  far  as  shot  could  reach  them. 
If  it  is  thought  best  to  risk  our  defence  upon  forts,  without 
blocking  up'the  channel,  it  cannot  well  be  effected  without 
fortifying  this  Island ;  and  a  strong  fortress  here,  with  those 
on  Hull  and  Pectick's  Island,  and  the  aid  of  two  or  three 
row-galleys,  would  jirobably  secure  the  harbour,  having 
first  driven  out  tlie  fifty-gun  ship  that  now  lies  here,  which, 
it  is  imatnned,  might  be  easily  done. 

But  if  George's  Island  is  not  fortified,  the  harbour  may 
be  secured  by  stopping  up  the  Narrows  by  hulks  or  vais- 
seaux-de-frise,  fortifying  the  Moon  and  west  end  of  Long- 
Isktnd.  It  is  affirmed  that  there  is  a  sufficient  depth  of  water 
through  the  western  passage  for  ships  of  any  burdeii. 
Whether  there  is  or  not,  may  be  easily  ascertained ;  but  if 
there  is,  what  matter  is  it  if  the  Narrows  are  stopped  up  for- 
ever? These  two  Islands,  together  with  Pectick's  Island 
and  Hull,  well  fortified,  and  Narrows  blocked  up,  would 
be  a  security  to  a  greater  part  of  the  harbour,  with  the  aid 
of  cralleys.  These  might  keep  off  any  vessels  that  would 
come  through  Broad  Sound,  and  would  be  a  noble  pro- 
tection to  the  Islands;  and  if  such  could  be  immediately 
obtained,  they  would  greatly  facilitate  the  operations  on  the 

Islands.  ,  , ,  ,  ,      . 

The  ibre<Toing  plan,  well  executed,  would  be  productive 
of  innumerable  advantages.     It  would  secure  IMl,  (a.  rich 
spot  of  land,)  ■'ive  the  inhabitants  possession  of  their  liouses 
and  improvements  of  their  lands,  and  afford  a  fine  harbour  for 
vessels  within  Nantasket.     We  should  be  able  to  discover 
our  enemy's  ships  long  before  they  could  injure  us,  iJuM 
affordincr  a  most  extensive  prospect.     The  Islands  m  tlie 
harbour"  might   be   improved   the    present  summer;  from 
whence  vast  quantities  of  pasturage,  hay,  grain,  and  sheep, 
be  raised,  and  cattle  (lutened  ;  a  constant  communication,  by 
water,  to  all  die  places  within  the  harbour ;  Boston  be  sup- 
plied with  fresh  fish,  and  all  other  necessaries,  for  which 
they  must  shortly  he  much  straitened.     A  vast  charge  ol 
land-carriacre  for  goods  brought  into  the  out-ports  might  be 
saved      In"  short,  so  many  are  the  advantages  that  would 
result  herefrom,  that  it  would  compensate  for  any  expense 
that  we  should  be  at;  and  if  we  mean  to  enjoy  any  corn- 
merce,  it  is  indispensably  necessary.     The  door  of  trade  is 
now  wide  open  ;  and  who  will  venture  to  come  into  this 
port  if  after  havin<T  run  the  risk  of  seas  and  enemies,  tliey 
must  here  be  taken  in  the  harbour?     If  we  mean  to  avoid 
much  larger  expenses,  and  to  secure  ourselves  against  an 
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enemy  that  may  invade  us,  it  cannot  be  omitted.  The  ne- 
glect may  be  fatal.  Now  there  is  nothing  to  oppose  our 
doing  it.  As  much  work  may  be  done  in  one  day  now  as 
may  be  in  ten  when  the  enemy  is  annoying  tlie  hibourers. 
And  ought  we  not  to  take  it  for  granted  tliat  what  they  can 
do  they  will  do?  Are  tiiey  not  unwearied  in  tiieir  exertions 
to  ruin  us?  Are  wo  to  take  for  granted  that  they  liave  not 
men,  strength,  or  inclination  to  attack  us  again  ?  Might  we 
not  easily  be  surprised  under  our  perfect  defenceless  state, 
they  knowing  that  our  Army  is  removed ?  What  scheme 
could  th(y  contrive  more  probable  to  effect  our  ruin  than  to 
return  with  their  fleet  and  army?  The  measures  at  present 
pursued  for  fortifying  the  Castle,  &,c.,  tend  to  the  security 
of  Boston  only ;  but  this  would  secure  the  whole  harbour, 
from  within  Pulling  to  Alderton-Point ;  and  without  this 
an  army  might  land  anywhere  from  Hull  to  Dorchester, 
and  from  Pulling-Point  to  Noddle's  Island.  These  things 
being  considered,  it  is  imagined  that  no  one  could  hesitate 
about  the  propriety  of  the  measure.  The  present  time  is, 
perhaps,  the  only  time.  This  opportunity  once  lost  may 
never  be  regained.  What  may  be  done  to-day  it  is  not 
wisdom  to  leave  until  to-morrow. 


ADDRESS    OF    THE    PROVINCIAL,    SYNOD    OF    DUJIFRIES    TO 
THE    KING. 

To  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  the  humble  Address 
of  the  Provincial  Synod  of  Dumfries. 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign: 

We,  your  Majesty's  dutiful  su^ects,  the  Ministers  and 
Elders  of  the  Provincial  Synod  of  Dumfries,  now  assembled 
about  the  affairs  of  the  church  within  our  District,  beg  leave 
humbly  to  approach  the  throne,  .with  hearts  full  of  affec- 
tion and  loyalty,  to  declare  in  the  strongest  manner  our 
warm  and  steady  attachment  to  your  Majesty's  person, 
family,  and  Government,  and  to  express  our  abhorrence  of 
the  rebellion  now  subsisting  in  your  Colonies  in  North-Ame- 
rica. 

This  rebellion  we  consider  as  unnatural  towards  the  Pa- 
rent State,  and  ungrateful  to  the  best  of  Sovereigns,  whose 
reign  has  been  so  much  distinguished  by  wisdom,  justice, 
and  clemency. 

We  are  happy  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  the  people 
under  our  charge  entertain  the  same  just  sentiments ;  and 
we  shall  not  fail,  great  sir,  at  this  critical  juncture,  to  enforce 
upon  them  principles  of  loyalty  to  your  Majesty,  and  of 
submission  to  Government. 

That  the  Divine  Providence  may  so  guide  your  Majes- 
ty's Councils,  and  prosper  your  arms,  as  that  the  present 
civil  war  may  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  happy  conclu- 
sion, is  the  sincere  prayer  of.  may  it  please  your  Majesty, 
your  Majesty's  faithful  subjects,  the  Ministers  and  Elders  of 
the  Provincial  Synod  of  Dumfries. 

Signed  in  our  name  and  presence,  this  17th  day  oi  April, 


1776,  by 


Bryce  Johnston,  Moderator. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  NORTH- 
CAROLINA,  DATED  APRIL  17,  1776. 

I  arrived  here  after  a  tedious  journey.  As  I  came  through 
Virginia  I  found  the  inhabitants  desirous  to  be  independent 
from  Britain.  However,  they  were  willing  to  submit  their 
opinion  on  the  subject  to  whatever  the  General  Congress 
should  determine.  North- Carolina,  by  far,  exceeds  them, 
occasioned  by  the  great  fatigue,  trouble,  and  danger  the 
people  here  have  undergone  for  some  time  past.  Gentle- 
men of  the  first  fortunes  in  this  Province  have  marched  as 
common  soldiei-s ;  and,  to  encourage  and  give  spirit  to  the 
men,  have  footed  it  the  whole  time.  Ijord  Cornwallis,  with 
seven  regiments,  is  expected  to  visit  us  every  day.  Clinton 
is  now  in  Cape-Fear,  with  Governour  Martin,  who  has 
about  forty  sail  of  vessels,  anned  and  unarmed,  waiting  his 
arrival.  The  Highlanders  and  Regulatore  are  not  to  be 
trusted.  Governour  Martin  has  coaxed  a  number  of  slaves 
to  leave  their  masters  in  the  lower  parts ;  everything  base 
and  wicked  is  practised  by  him.  These  things  have  totally 
changed  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  that 
are  friends  to  liberty;  all  regard  or  fondness  for  the  King, 
or  the  nation  of  Britain,  is  gone ;  a  total  separation  is  what 
they  want.   Independence  is  the  word  most  used.  They  ask, 


if  it  is  possible  that  any  Colony,  after  what  has  passed,  can 
wish  for  a  reconciliation  ?  The  Convention  have  tried  to 
get  the  opinion  of  the  people  at  large.  I  am  told  that  in 
many  Counties  there  were  not  one  dissenting  voice.  Four 
new  battalions  are  directed  to  be  raised,  which  wil'  make 
six  in  this  Province. 

We  are  endeavouring  to  form  a  Constitution,  as  it  is 
thought  necessary  to  exert  all  the  powers  of  Government ; 
you  may  expect  it  will  be  a  popular  one. 

MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  DELEGATES  IN  CON- 
GRESS. 

[No.  121.]  Annapolis,  April  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  had  an  alarm  here  of  a  very  in- 
teresting nature.  We  think  it  advisable  to  communicate  the 
intelligence  by  express,  at  the  same  time  letting  you  know 
what  we  have  done  therein ;  and  we  are  induced  to  expe- 
dite our  despatch,  because  we  do  not  know  but  that  the 
Congress  may  have  taken  some  steps  in  the  same  affair, 
copies  having  been  forwarded  to  them  from  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  to  whom  the  whole 
packet  was  transmitted  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Vir- 
ginia, we  think  very  improperly,  as  the  address  ought  to  have 
been  made  in  the  first  place  to  us. 

Some  time  past,  Alexander  Ross  (a  great  scoundrel,  we 
fear)  applied  to  our  Board  for  a  permit  to  go  to  Lord  Dun- 
more,  under  pretence  of  private  business,  and  getting  some 
money  that  was  due  to  him,  as  he  alleged.  He  brought 
us  a  letter  from  two  gentlemen  of  the  Congress,  (Messrs. 
Alexander  and  Rogers,)  which,  no  doubt  R.  Alexander 
remembers.  We  refused  to  give  him  any  other  permit  than 
to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia.  Thither  he  went, 
we  are  told,  but  could  not  get  a  permit  to  Dunmore.  He 
got  a  letter,  it  is  said,  to  the  Committee  of  Hampton ;  they 
declined  giving  him  any  passport.  He  went  to  Lord  Dun- 
more  without,  and  on  his  way  back  was  stopped  by  Captain 
Barron,  who  took  from  him  some  letters  to  Governour  Eden, 
particularly  a  circular  letter ;  also,  a  private  letter  from  Lord 
George  Germaine,  which,  we  take  it  for  granted,  you  have 
seen,  some  of  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  assuring  us  that 
they  forwarded  duplicates  to  the  Congress.  On  receipt  of 
these  letters,  (Monday  afternoon,)  we  immediately  gave 
orders  to  apprehend  Ross,  and  the  next  morning  a  deputa- 
tion from  our  Board,  together  with  W.  Paca,  Esquire,  (then 
in  town,)  waited  on  the  Governour,  showed  him  tlie  copies 
of  the  intercepted  letters,  and  requested  a  sight  of  his  letter 
of  the  27th  of  August  to  Lord  Dartmouth.  The  Governour 
declared  to  us  that  he  had  sent  away  the  copy  of  that  let- 
ter, widi  all  his  other  papers  of  consequence,  last  fall,  and 
could  not  remember  the  particulars  ;  but  observed,  we  might 
be  convinced  there  was  nothing  of  a  nature  unfriendly  to  the 
peace  of  this  Province,  because  the  troops  going  to  the 
southward  were  not  ordered  here.  He  asserted,  also,  upon 
his  honour,  that  he  had  not  endeavoured  to  inflame  the  Mi- 
nistry, by  traducing  the  charactei-s  of  individuals  ;  some  he 
had  spoken  well  of;  others  he  had  recommended  as  sufferers. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  Congress  he  had  spoken  of  as  acting 
within  the  line  of  moderation. 

The  deputation  informed  him  they  were  instructed  to  ask 
his  parole  that  he  would  not  leave  the  Province  till  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention.  He  complained  of  being  un- 
justly suspected ;  gave  us  his  lettere  from  William  Eden, 
Esquire,  (his  brother,)  one  of  the  Under  Secretaries ;  also 
from  Lord  Dartmouth,  (copies  of  which  we  had  leave  to 
take,  and  herewith  transmit  you.)  He  desired  time  (till 
this  day,  twelve  o'clock)  to  give  his  definitive  answer.  He 
has  given  it,  and  we  send  you  a  copy  thereof.  We  look 
upon  it  as  giving  his  parole,  in  efiect,  that  he  will  not 
leave  the  Province  till  the  Convention,  and  will  endeavour 
to  promote  the  peace  thereof  in  the  mean  time.  He  wishes 
to  continue  in  that  line  of  conduct  as  long  as  he  can,  con- 
sistently with  his  station,  and  will  not  leave  the  Province 
after  the  Convention,  provided  they  will  assure  him  that, 
when  he  finds  he  can  no  longer  stay  with  peace  and  consis- 
tency, he  may  have  leave  to  depart  and  carry  his  effects. 
This  we  promised  to  recommend  to  our  friends  in  Conven- 
tion. William  Paca  agrees  with  us  in  opinion  that  we  may 
rest  satisfied  with  this  answer,  and  not  call  the  Convention 
sooner  than  the  27  th  of  May,  unless  something  further  should 
intervene. 
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You  have  probably  heard  that  our  Convention  did  not 
meet  agreeable  to  their  late  adjournment.  On  Friday  eve- 
ning twenty-six  inenihei-s,  who  were  collected,  agreed  to 
separate,  and  that  G.  Duvall  should  write  a  circular  letter, 
informing  the  Delegates  that  the  members  assembled  recom- 
mended the  holding  a  Convention  on  the  27th  of  May.  We 
enclose,  also,  a  copy  of  their  circular  letter. 

The  indignity  offered  our  Board  by  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Virginia,  and  the  want  of  confidence  in  the  Bal- 
timore Committee,  (to  say  nothing  more  harsh,)  we  cannot 
help  complaining  of.  We  know  of  no  good  cause  for  this 
insult  in  passing  us  by,  nor  can  we  conceive  what  motives 
could  induce  such  treatment.  We  send  you  by  Mr.  Green 
(who  will  hand  you  this)  thirteen  hundred  and  seventy-two 
pounds  seven  pence,  currency,  in  gold,  for  the  Continental 
service.  W.  F.  has  delivered  in  the  money  he  brought 
from  the  Treasury.  Be  pleased  to  forward  the  money-plates 
by  Mr.  Green,  if  not  already  sent. 
We  are,  h.c. 

To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland  in  Congress. 

P.  S.  The  last  ton  of  Continental  powder,  if  not  already 
sent  to  Chester,  we  would  have  ordered  to  Baltimore,  having 
already  sent  powder  to  the  Eastern-Shore.  The  copies  of 
the  Governour's  letters,  Sic,  are  sent  in  confidence,  and  are 
not  to  be  printed.  Our  answer  to  his  Excellency's  letter 
you  shall  receive  by  the  next  post. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  Lord  Dartmouth's  Letter  to 

Govenwur  Eden. 
[No.  4.  Duplicate.]  Whitehall,  July  5,  1775. 

Sir  :  Your  brother  has  been  so  obligins;  as  to  communi- 
cate  to  me,  from  time  to  time,  such  intelligence  as  you  have 
transmitted  to  him  respecting  the  affairs  in  Maryland,  and 
about  ten  days  ago  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  receive  your 
letter  of  the  5th  of  May.  I  sincerely  wish  you  may  not 
have  been  too  sanguine  in  your  hopes  that  the  time  is  not 
far  distant  when  peace  and  harmony  will  be  restored,  and 
confidence  re-established  on  a  permanent  basis  ;  at  the  same 
time  I  observe,  with  satisfaction,  what  you  say  of  the  tem- 
per and  moderation  of  the  persons  chosen  to  represent  the 
Province  of  Maryland  in  the  Continental  Congress  ;  and  I 
am  not  without  some  reason  to  believe  that  there  may  be 
others  in  that  Congress  of  the  same  disposition. 

At  present,  however,  the  rebellious  proceedings  of  the 
people,  in  most  of  the  Colonies,  wear  the  appearance  of  an 
actual  revolt;  and  it  is  his  Majesty's  firm  resolution,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  advices  which  he  has  received,  that  the 
most  vigorous  efforts  should  be  made,  both  by  sea  and  land, 
to  reduce  his  rebellious  subjects  to  obedience ;  and  the  proper 
measures  are  now  pursuing,  not  only  for  augmenting  the 
Army  under  General  Gage,  but  also  for  making  such  addi- 
tion to  our  naval  strength  in  North-America  as  may  enable 
Admiral  Graves  to  make  such  a  disposition  of  his  fleet  as 
that,  besides  the  squadron  necessary  for  the  New-England 
station,  there  may  be  separate  squadrons  at  New-York, 
within  the  Bay  of  De/aworc,  in  Chesapeake-Bay,  and  ujxin 
the  coast  of  Carolina.  After  what  has  passed,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  what  ought  to  be  the  plan  of  operations  for  the 
squadron  upon  the  New-England  station  ;  and  I  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  acquaint  you,  for  your  own  information,  that 
Admiral  Graves  will  be  instructed  to  exert  the  most  vigor- 
ous efforts  for  supj)ressing  the  rebellion  now  openly  avowed 
and  supported  in  that  country,  and  to  seize  and  detain  all 
ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  thereof,  such 
only  excepted  as  are  the  property  of  persons  who  are  friends 
of  Government,  and  have  shown  an  attachment  to  the  Con- 
stitution. 

There  is  still  some  room  to  hope  that  the  Colonies  to 
the  southward  may  not  proceed  to  the  same  lengths  with 
those  of  New-England.  Ft  is,  however,  his  Majesty's  inten- 
tions that  the  commanders  of  the  separate  squadrons  I  have 
mentioned  should  be  instructi^d  to  prev<mt  all  commerce  be- 
tween the  Colonies  within  their  resjjective  stations  and  any 
other  places  than  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  his  Majesty's 
Islands  in  the  West-Indies ;  that  they  should  receive  on 
board  and  give  protection  to  any  officers  of  the  Crown  who 
may  be  compelled,  by  the  violence  of  the  people,  to  seek 
for  such  an  asylum  ;  and  to  proceed,  as  in  case  of  a  town  in 
actual  rebellion  against  such  of  the  seaport  towns,  being 


accessible  to  the  King's  ships,  as  shall  hereafter  offer  any 
violence  to  the  King's  odicers,  or  in  which  any  troop.s 
shall  be  raised,  or  military  works  erected  other  than  by  his 
Majesty's  authority,  or  any  attempts  made  to  seize  or  plun- 
der any  publick  magazine  of  arms  or  ammunition. 

With  regard  to  tlie  plan  of  operations  to  be  adojited  by 
General  Gage,  it  must  depend  upon  his  own  judgment,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  able  Generals  with  him  ;  and  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  it  is  his  Majesty's  express  command  that  you  do 
exert  every  endeavour,  and  employ  every  means  in  your 
power,  to  aid  and  support  him  and  Admiral  Graves  in  all 
such  operations  as  they  may  think  proper  to  undertake  for 
carrying  the  King's  orders  into  full  execution,  and  restoring 
the  authority  of  his  Majesty's  Government. 

The  attention  you  appear  to  have  given  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  peace  and  good  order  in  your  Government,  is  very 
much  approved  of  by  the  King ;  and  I  have  his  Majesty's 
commands  to'^ assure  you  of  his  Royal  ac(iuiescence  iii  your 
wish  to  return  to  England,  when  the  state  of  your  affairs  in 
your  Government  will  admit  of  it.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope 
your  private  affairs  here  will  not  suffer  by  the  very  honour- 
able resolution  you  have  taken  of  remaining  in  Maryland 
so  long  as  the  present  disorders  continue. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Dartmouth. 

The  two  following  are  copies  of  Letters  from  William 
Eden,  Esquire,  one  of  the  Under  Secretaries  of  State,  to 
His  Excellent  Robert  Eden,  Esquire. 

Downing-Strect,  November  15,  1776. 

My  dear  Bob  :  Tom  Eden  is  so  violent  a  patriot,  that 
he  will  not  let  me  write  one  word  worth  your  reading,  as  he 
says  that  my  accursed  politicks  have  already  brought  a  slur 
on  the  blood  of  our  family.  Take  plain  facts,  therefore,  with- 
out any  comment.  Lord  Dartmouth  has  quitted  the  seals 
for  the  privy  seal,  which  was  vacated  by  the  dismission  of 
the  Duke  of  Grafton,  his  grace  having  made  a  crane-necked 
turn  in  his  politicks  since  last  year.  It  is  another  of  my 
disgraces  to  be  honoured  with  the  friendship  of  your  new 
principal,  who,  I  believe,  will  fill  his  department  ably  and 
actively,  and  is  particularly  intimate  with  the  Commanders- 
in-Chief  on  your  Continent.  Lord  Rochford  has  retired 
on  honourable  and  amicable  terms  ;  we  are  removing  to  his 
office  as  senior,  but  retain  the  Northern  Department.  Lord 
Weymouth  succeeds  to  the  Southern  ;  the  other  smaller  pro- 
motions you  will  see  in  the  papei-s.  About  four-fifths  of  the 
House  of  Commons  continue  as  blindly  devoted  as  your 
humble  servant  to  a  system  of  exertion  that  this  nation  can 
make  beyond  any  nation  in  the  world,  and  that  we  are  fools 
enough  to  think  the  nation  thoroughly  disposed  to  make. 
You,  who  are  a  moderate  man,  and  wish  well  and  kindly  to 
both  parties,  at  the  same  time  that  you  dislike  the  extremes 
of  the  language  and  the  conduct  pursued  by  both,  will  dis- 
tinguish truth  from  falsehood  in  the  strange  jumble  of  mis- 
representations with  which  our  newspapers  are  stuffed.  I 
shall  only  add,  for  the  present,  that  I  hope  we  shall  all  find 
some  bridge  at  last  to  lead  us  back  to  our  old  good  humour 
and  prosperity ;  but  we  have  a  rough  road  to  go  over  be- 
fore we  can  arrive  at  it. 

Believe  me  ever,  very  affectionately,  yours, 

William  Eden. 

Downing-Street,  December  24,  1 775. 

My  dear  Brother:  I  am  very  unable  to  say  a  tenth 
part  of  what  I  ought  to  say  to  you  this  evening,  when  there 
is  so  much  to  be  said,  and  so  few  opportunities  of  saying  it ; 
but  my  head  is  disabled  by  this  influenza,  (which  has  dis- 
abled us  all  by  turns,)  and  my  attention,  as  far  as  I  am  com- 
petent to  employ  it,  is  engaged  by  official  business. 

Our  campaign  this  year  has  certainly  not  been  brilliant; 
and  the  news  (reported  a  kw  days  ago,  and  conlii-med  this 
morning)  of  the  taking  of  St.  John's,  completes  our  disgrace. 
We  have  wanted  a  few  hard  knocks  to  rouse  us,  and  I  trust 
that  we  arc  roused — at  least  we  had  the  knocks  ;  I  also 
trust  that  we  are  not  stunned  by  them,  but  animated  to  a 
just  sense  of  the  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  deter- 
mined (and  let  me  add  able)  to  take  measures  equal  to  its 
difficulties.  You  have  rather  a  predilection  for  America. 
Let  me  repeat  to  you,  however,  what  I  have  always  said, 
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and  what  tbp  cliccrful  disposition  of  the  people  of  tliis  coun- 
try, under  all  their  disappointments  in  this  business,  confinns : 
"  We  arc  too  steady  and  too  resolute  to  give  way,  and  cither 
you  or  we  must  ^ive  way."  If  we  were  less  steady  than 
we  are,  we  could  still  be  too  much  for  you,  by  the  relative 
advantages  which  we  enjoy,  in  spite  of  the  great  expenses 
to  which  you  are  putting  us,  in  great  naval  equipments,  and 
in  more  numerous  armies  than  have  ever  yet  been  seen  in 
America.  It  is  a  cursed  business.  We  may  be  mistaken,  but 
we  think  you,  in  general,  in  a  state  of  phrensy.  You  will 
neither  hear  reason,  nor  act  reasonably;  and  the  only  ques- 
tion now  is,  whether  you  will  be  brouglit  back  to  common 
sense  and  general  happiness,  or  whether  you  shall  succeed 
in  destroj'ing  both  us  and  yourselves.  As  for  your  Excel- 
lency, individually,  you  are  behaving  in  a  manner  to  deserve 
great  credit.  You  arc  acting  the  dignified,  detennined  part, 
and  are  showing  yourself  a  friend  to  both  sides  of  the  .<4^/«h- 
ticlc.  You  have  all  due  honour  for  it  here,  and  I  hope  you 
will  be  treated  with  equal  candour  on  your  own  side  of  the 
Atlantick. 

The  bill,  which  had  the  Royal  assent  yesterday,  puts  an 
end  to  all  commercial  intercourse  between  us.  I  hope  the 
Southern  countries  will  begin  to  see  the  consequences  of  con- 
tinuing upon  themselves  the  miseries  which  that  bill  must 
bring  on  them,  and  that  they  will  leani  (what  they  might 
have  learned  long  ago)  that  if  they  succeed  in  their  pre- 
sent united  enterprise,  they  will  immediately  find  themselves 
in  a  state  of  subjection  to  the  JSiew-Englanders,  and  that 
the  longer  they  persevere  in  that  enterprise,  (if  they  are  for- 
tunate enough  in  the  end  to  fail  in  it,)  the  more  they  must 
suffer. 

For  other  matters,  I  must  refer  you  to  the  papers  from 
the  post-office ;  and  remain,  very  affectionately,  youre, 

William  Eden. 

The  foUowmg  is  the  copy  of  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency 
Robert  Lden,  Esq.,  to  Charles  Carroll,  J.  Hall, 
and  William  Paca,  Esquires. 

Annapolis,  April  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  However  unwelcome  might  be  your  errand, 
your  polite  behaviour  to  me  yesterday  merits  my  acknow- 
ledgments ;  and,  on  mature  consideration  of  the  proposal 
you  made  to  me,  1  find  it  incumbent  on  me  to  tell  you  that 
I  will  not  accord  to  it ;  nor  can  I,  whilst  I  act,  in  any  de- 
gree, as  Governour  of  tliis  Province,  give  my  parole  to  walk 
about  in  it  a  prisoner  at  large,  under  any  obligation  what- 
ever. The  necessity  must  be  obvious  of  my  ceasing  to  act 
as  Governour,  should  I  become  a  prisoner.  Neither  will  I 
voluntarily  give  you  any  satisfaction  on  that  head,  further 
than  that  I  had,  and  have,  no  intention,  during  these  times, 
of  leaving  the  Province  whilst  my  continuing  here  can,  in 
"my  own  opinion,  tend  to  preserve  its  tranquillity.  My  reso- 
lution was — as  the  letters  you  have  of  mine  show — to  con- 
tinue here  whilst  I  could  serve  the  Province ;  nor  shall  the 
indignity  now  offered  to  me  alter  it.  I  shall  persevere  in 
my  line  of  duty  by  what  I  diink  the  rule  of  right,  but  not 
without  some  chagrin  at  knowing  myself,  unmeritedly,  the 
object  of  suspicion  ;  althougii  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  think 
that  a  considerable  part  of  the  most  respectable  persons  in 
the  Province  entertain  a  very  different  opinion  of  me  than 
is  to  be  inferred  from  your  proposed  arrest. 

May  I  not  challenge  you  to  say  to  the  world  if  any  troops 
have  arrived  at,  or  any  hostile  measures  been  proceeded  in 
against  this  Province,  from  any  request  of  mine,  or  informa- 
tion from  me  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? 

I  have  above  told  you  my  resolution  of  continuing  in  my 
station  as  long  as  permitted,  or  the  ostensible  fonn  of  the 
established  Government  can  contribute  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  Province ;  and  1  will  add  one  further  assurance,  in 
hopes  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  you,  that,  as  your  Conven- 
tion is  to  meet  shordy,  they  shall  find  me  here,  and  willing 
to  continue  acting  in  the  same  line  I  have  hitherto  done,  so 
long  as  Maryland  can  reap  any  peaceful  benefits  from  my 
service ;  provided  I  can  have  assurances  that  my  peaceable 
departure  shall  not  be  impeded  whenever  I  find  my  remain- 
ing any  longer  here  unnecessary,  or  that  my  private  affaii-s 
at  home  indispensably  demand  my  return. 

Consistent  with  my  honour  and  insulted  station,  I  cannot 
add  more,  but  that,  if  made  a  prisoner,  I  shall  consider  my- 
self treated  as  an  enemy,  and  such  a  proceeding  as  a  breach 
of  that  confidence  I  have  implicitly  reposed  in  you ;  which 


I  thought  my  conduct,  and  the  publick  declaration  of  the 
Convention  justified. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  obedient,  humble 
servant,  Robert  Eden. 

To  Charles  Carroll,  Esq.,  Barrister ;  John  Hall,  Esq. ;  and 
William  Paca,  Esq. 

Answer  thereto  by  the  Committee. 

[No.  120.]  Annapolis,  April  18,  1776. 

Sir:  In  times  of  publick  distress  and  convulsions,  when 
a  free  people  are  threatened  with  a  deprivation  of  their  civil 
liberty,  exertions  for  its  preservation,  influenced  by  the 
purest  principles,  and  conducted  with  all  possible  attention  to 
fonn  and  ceremony,  we  hope  will  not  be  considered  as  an 
indignity  or  insult  to  any  rank  or  station  in  the  commmiity. 
The  puoceeding  which  your  Excellency  reprehends  in  your 
letter  addressed  to  Charles  Carroll,  John  Hall,  and  IViUiam 
Paca,  Esquires,  and  connnunicated  by  them  to  our  Hoard, 
arose  irom  an  impression  that  we,  who  are  entaisted  with 
the  publick  safety,  should  pursue,  with  vigilance,  every 
effectual  measure,  though  the  danger  to  be  guarded  against 
may  rest  only  in  possibility.  The  intercepted  letters  from 
Administration  to  your  Excellency,  we  own,  furnish  grounds 
for  conjecture  and  appreliension  only  of  your  having  held 
an  injurious  con'espondence ;  and,  whilst  we  reflect  on  the 
general  tenour  of  your  Excellency's  conduct,  the  friendly 
disposition  you  have  often  manifested,  and  the  several 
favourable  and  impartial  representations  you  have  made 
to  Administration  of  the  temper  and  principles  of  the  people 
of  this  Province,  we  sincerely  lament  the  necessity  of  the 
times,  which,  urging  us  to  guard  against  every  possibility  of 
danger,  forced  us  to  a  measure  so  disagreeable  to,  and  which 
may  prove  an  unmerited  treatment  of  your  Excellency. 

We  acknowledge,  sir,  we  know  of  no  information  you 
have  given  Administration  countenancing  or  encouraging  the 
introduction  of  troops  into  this  Province ;  nor  do  we  know 
of  any  measures  whatever  to  have  been  concerted  or  pursued 
by  your  Excellency  injurious  to  this  Province,  or  America. 

We  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  resolution  of  con- 
tinuing in  your  station  as  long  as  permitted,  or  the  ostensible 
form  of  the  established  Govennnent  can  contribute  to  pre-, 
serve  the  peace  of  the  Province  ;  and  we  cheerfully  ac- 
quiesce in  your  Excellency's  assurance,  that,  as  the  Con- 
vention is  shordy  to  meet,  diey  shall  find  you  here.  As 
far  as  our  influence  extends  widi  that  respectable  body,  it 
shall  not  be  wanting  to  remove  every  obstmction  to  your 
peaceable  departure  whenever  your  Excellency's  continu- 
ance here  shall  become  inconsistent  with  your  instructions, 
or  your  private  affliirs  shall  demand  your  return. 

With  ai'dent  wishes  for  a  speedy  reconciliation  upon  ho- 
nourable and  constitutional  terms,  we  have  the  honour  to 
be,  with  sincere  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vants.   

THOMAS    RICHARDSON    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Georgetown,  April  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  of  February  did 
not  come  to  hand  until  Friday  last.  I  am  very  sensible  of 
the  honour  the  Convention  did  me  by  appointing  me  Super- 
visor to  the  Saltpetre  Works  for  this  District ;  but  being 
myself  a  stranger  to  the  process  necessary  for  n)aking  that 
article,  and  not  knowing  any  pereon  who  imdcrstood  it  that 
would  undertake  to  carry  on  the  business,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  resign,  in  ho])es  the  Committee  for  this  District 
might  know,  and  would  appoint  some  person  qualified  for 
the  undertaking.  Accordingly,  some  time  before  the  rising 
of  the  Convention,  I  delivered  Mr.  John  Murdock  (one  of 
our  Committee)  a  newspaper  in  which  was  the  resolve  of 
the  Convention  concerning  Saltpetre  Works,  desiring  him  to 
show  it  to  the  Committee,  and  inform  them  of  my  resigna- 
tion ;  but  have  not  heard  of  any  other  persons  being  ap- 
pointed. 

Having  this  occasion  to  trouble  you,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
intrude  as  much  farther  on  your  patience  as  to  inform  you 
that  the  Convention  having  a])pointed  Mr.  jyilliam  Deakin-s 
to  a  Majority,  and  Mr.  Aquila  Johns  to  the  naval  service 
of  the  Province,  the  Georgetown  Miliria  was  left  without 
any  subaltern  officer.  The  company  have  nominated  Mr. 
Alexander  McFadon  First,  and  Mr.  John  Peters  Second 
Lieutenants ;  and  Mr.  Edward  Gale  Ensign.     If  those  gen- 
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tlenien  should  meet  your  approbation,  I  hope  you  will  ho- 
nour them  with  commissions. 

1  am  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thomas  Richardson. 
To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LEWESTOWN,  DATED  APRIL 
17,  1776. 

Lewestoivn  is,  at  this  time,  made  up  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers ;  and  the  people,  altogether,  seem  determined  to  defend 
our  little  place.  As  for  Tories,  there  are  none  such  among 
us.  That  infamous  name  is  quite  done  away  since  danger 
comes  so  near  us.  The  Roebuck  still  remains  in  our  Road 
all  alone,  and  has,  I  believe,  lost  her  tender :  a  few  days 
ago  some  say  they  saw  a  sloop  take  her  to  the  southward 
of  our  Cape.  We  have  between  fifty  and  a  hundred  men 
on  guard  night  and  day  at  the  Light-House,  Arnold's,  and 
the  Creek's  mouth ;  and  are  determined  to  watch  them 
closely.  They  made  application  to  fish  on  our  beach.  We 
would  not  let  them,  but  desired  them  to  go  to  Newfound- 
land for  that  purpose.  If  they  should  attempt  to  fish  on  the 
beach,  we  are  determined  to  show  them  Yankee  play,  as 
we  did  on  Easter  Sunday,  when  we  were  unloading  Captain 
Field.  *  1  do  assure  you  that,  if  you  were  here,  you  would 
be  pleased  with  the  spirit  of  the  people. 


THOMAS  JOHNSON,  JUN.,  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  17,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Yesterday  morning,  just  before  the  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  the  letters  from  Baltimore,  which  occa- 
sioned the  resolution  of  yesterday,  came  to  the  hands  of  the 
President.  By  the  same  express,  and,  as  I  believe,  under 
the  same  cover,  came  an  anonymous  letter,  referring  to  a 
copy  therein  enclosed  from  General  Lee  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Purviance.  I  saw  and  read  the  copy,  which  was  in  Piir- 
viance^s  handwriting.  Lee  strongly  urged  tlie  immediate 
seizing  and  securing  of  the  Govemour. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  day  were  read,  the 
•President  began  reading  the  anonymous  letter ;  but  he  had 
not  proceeded  far  before  he  came  to  a  part  desiring  that  it 
might  not  be  made  known  to  the  Congress,  but,  as  I  think, 
to  such  only  as  the  President  might  think  proper  to  trust 
with  the  contents.  The  President  hesitated  ;  for  he  had  not 
before  read  the  letter,  and  seemed  desirous  of  running  his  eye 
over  it ;  but,  on  being  desired  to  read  out,  he  .did  so. 

From  the  enclosure  above-mentioned,  (as  many  expres- 
sions in  the  letter,  and  Mr.  Purviance  being  the  hero  of  the 
tale,  which  was  told  in  the  first  person,)  I  had  not  the  least 
doubt  but  that  Purviance  was  the  author ;  and  Mr.  Andrew 
Allen,  who  saw  the  letter,  and  is  acquainted  with  Purviance' s 
handwriting,  says  it  was  his.  The  letter  informs  that  the  writer 
had  impressed  on  General  Lee,  on  his  way  to  Virginia,  an 
idea  that  the  Council  of  Safety  was  timorous  and  inactive, 
and  represents  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  Convention  too,  as 
being  afraid  to  execute  the  duties  of  their  stations.  His  own 
and  the  conduct  of  the  Convention,  on  an  affair  that  you 
must  remember,  he  contrasts  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  lat- 
ter, whose  inaction  he  imputes  to  want  of  spirit.  He  speaks 
of  the  orders  he  gave  Captain  Nicholson  on  the  late  alarm, 
and  how  the  Council  of  Safety  was  alarmed  and  frightened 
at  the  spirit  and  boldness  of  them  ;  represents  himself  as  an 

•  PHiiAnEipiiiA,  .Ipril  17,  1776. — From  Sussex  County,  on  Vela- 
ware,  we  learn  that  a  small  schooner,  the  property  of  Mr.  A'ehemiah 
Field,  of  Lewestoivn,  returning  from  Si.  Eustatia,  with  some  stores, 
and  havinjT  information  of  the  lioclmck,  man-of-war,  being  in  the  Road, 
came  to  anchor  a  few  miles  southward  of  the  Light-House,  and  sent  a 
messenger  to  Le-aies,  desiring  assistance  to  discharge  the  cargo.  A  com- 
pany of  Continental  'J'roops,  of  the  IJela-ware  Battalion,  stationed  at 
Lewes,  were  immediately  ordered  to  march  to  the  assistance  of  the 
schooner.  In  the  mean  time,  the  schooner,  perceiving  the  man-of-war's 
tender  bearing  down  upon  her,  endeavoured  to  get  into  Indian  liiver ; 
but  not  eflccting  it,  she  ran  ashore  near  to  Mr.  Henry  Fisher's  pilot-boat, 
(wlii(  h  some  time  since  had  been  run  ashore  by  the  Third  Lieutenant 
of  the  rann-of-war  and  three  hands,  who  were  all  taken  prisoners.)  The 
company  having  arrived,  got  behind  the  vessels  on  shore,  and  waited  for 
the  lender;  which,  when  within  two  hundred  yards  distance,  fired  a 
broadside.  A  hot  fire  from  both  sides  ensued,  which  lasted  near  two 
hours ;  and  the  tender  was  finally  obliged  to  sheer  olT,  without  having 
effected  her  purpose;  but,  on  the  contrary,  with  the  loss  of  several  men, 
as  many  were  seen  to  fall.  The  cargo  was  safely  landed  from  the 
schooner,  and  secured,  without  the  loss  of  a  man,  eitlier  killed  or 
wounded.  The  Militia  officers  at  Lewes  behaved  with  tliat  courage  and 
magnanimity  which  does  honour  to  their  country. 


object  against  whom  the  intentions  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
are  levelled,  and,  in  proof,  recites  a  conversation  with,  or 
saying  of  one  of  them,  to  the  effect  that  he  was  a  warm  man, 
or  a  hot-headed  man,  whose  power  must  be  pulled  down,, 
or  he  would  throw  things  into  confusion. 

As  I  heard  the  letter  read  but  once,  I  cannot  undertake 
to  repeat  expressions  with  exactne.ss  ;  but  I  think  I  have  pre- 
served the  sentiments,  and  have  not  exaggerated  in  anything ; 
and,  on  the  whole,  I  esteem  it  a  vile,  injurious  calumny,  cal- 
culated, like  his  conversation  with  General  Lee,  to  spread  sus- 
picion and  distrust  of  the  only  Executive  in  our  Province. 

If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  letter  mentions,  further,  that 
some  gentlemen  were  sent  f-om  Baltimore,  or  were,  by  him, 
proposed  to  be  sent  to  Annapolis,  w  ho  should  engage  the 
officer  commanding  the  troops  there  to  secrecy,  under  oath, 
and  then  endeavour  to  get  his  assistance  to  execute  what  you 
are  requested  to  do  by  the  resolution.  This,  I  supjwse,  may 
be  easily  traced. 

As  soon  as  the  letter  was  read,  a  motion  was  made 
to  send  the  original,  or  a  copy  of  it,  to  you ;  which  was 
warmly  supported.  But  it  was  put  off  till  to-day,  to  make 
way  for  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  express ;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  all  was  ordered  to  be  secret.  Messrs. 
Stone  and  Alexander,  who  had  been  delayed  in  writing 
lettere  by  the  post,  came  into  the  Congress  in  this  stage  of 
the  affair,  and  are,  as  well  as  myself,  privy  to  the  after 
transactions. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Johnson,  Jun, 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    COMMODORE    HOPKINS. 

Philadelphia,  April  17,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  oi  March,  with  the  enclosure, 
was  duly  received,  and  laid  before  Congress,  in  whose  name 
I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your  ex- 
pedition. 

Your  account  of  the  spirit  and  bravery  shown  by  the  men 
affords  them  the  greatest  satisfaction,  and  encourages  diem 
to  expect  similar  exertions  of  courage  on  every  future  occa- 
sion. Though  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Glasgow  man- 
of-war  made  her  escape,  yet,  as  it  was  not  through  any 
misconduct,  the  praise  due  to  you  and  the  other  officers  is 
undoubtedly  the  same. 

I  have  it  in  charge  from  Congress  to  direct  that  you  send 
a  complete  list  and  state  of  the  stores  taken  and  brought 
from  Providence,  with  the  sizes,  &c. ;  and  that  the  cannon, 
and  such  other  of  the  stores  as  are  not  necessary  for  the 
fleet,  be  landed  and  left  at  New-London. 

Wishing  you  the  greatest  success  and  happiness,  I  am, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Commodore  Hopkins,  at  New-London. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Antigua,  I  hope, 
will  be  of  service  to  you.     With  that  view  I  send  it. 

"Antigua,  March  26,  1776. 

"The  third  division  of  transports  will  huve  Antigua  in  a 
few  days — it  is  said  for  New-  York,  under  convoy  of  an  old 
East-India  ship,  mounting  sixteen  guns.  There  will  be  six 
in  number." 


MEMORIAL    OF    COLONEL    FORD. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  Comman- 
der-in-Chief of  the  Continental  Forces  in  America. 
77ie  Memorial  of  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Jun.,  humbly  showcth : 
That  whereas,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  received  from 
the  Earl  of  Stirling,  then  commander  of  the  Continental 
forces  in  this  city,  directed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Coun- 
ty o{  Morris,  requesting  an  immediate  detachment  of  three 
hundred  men  from  the  Militia  of  that  County,  to  assist  in 
fortifying  and  defending  this  place  against  tlie  enemies  of 
American  liberty,  your  Memorialist,  then  and  as  yet  Colonel 
of  the  First  Regiment  of  Militia  in  said  County,  warm  in 
the  cause  of  his  country,  and  anxiously  forward  to  do  his 
duty  as  Colonel  of  said  Regiment,  did  immediately  despatch 
to  this  place,  under  the  command  of  Major  Doughty,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  being  his  proportion  of  the  three 
hundred  men  demanded  from  said  County,  firmly  relying 
on  the  promise  made  by  liis  Lordship  in  tlie  above  recited 
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letter,  of  the  men's  receiving  the  same  provision  and  pay 
with  the  Contincnlal  Troops  in  the  Middle  Deparliiient. 

Your  Memorialist  would  beg  leave  to  represent  to  )our 
Excellencv,  tiiat  the  alwve  men,  under  Major  Doughty,  did 
join  the  Continental  Amiy  in  Isctv-York,  and  there  did 
faithfullv  serve  (as  by  a  certificate  from  Ijord  Slirling  fully 
appeai-s)  for  the  space  of  eighteen  days  ;  for  which  services, 
and  also  for  the  subsistence  of  the  men  whilst  on  tlieir  march, 
there  is  now  due  to  them  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
eiiihty-nine  pounds,  which  sum  still  remains  unpaid. 

Your  Memorialist  would  further  beg  lea\'e  to  represent  to 
your  Excellency,  that  much  jealousy  subsisted  in  the  minds 
of  the  above  men,  upon  marching,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
application  from  his  Lordship  to  the  County  Committee,  and 
thence  many  hastily  concluded  that  the  ap))lication  being  im- 
proper, the  pay  and  subsistence  might  be  uncertain.  Your 
Memorialist,  fearful  of  any  delay,  and  anxious  to  remove 
every  doubt  in  the  minds  of  his  men,  became  surety,  and 
pledged  his  faith  that  the  men  should  be  paid  at  some  short 
day  after  being  discharged  from  the  service,  or  become  Pay- 
master himself. 

Your  Memorialist  would  therefore  further  beg  leave  to  re- 
present to  your  Excellency,  that,  as  much  depends  upon 
the  Militia  being  regulariy  paid,  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  point  out  some  ways  and  means  for  the  speedy 
payment  of  the  above  debt  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
pounds,  that  all  jealousy  may  be  removed  from  tlie  minds 
of  the  good  people  of  the  County  of  Morris,  when  called 
forth  to  any  future  service. 

And  your  Memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Jacob  Ford,  Jun. 

New-York,  April  17,  1776. 


PKESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  April  17,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  it  in  charge  from  Congress  to  direct  that 
two  companies  of  Colonel  Dayton's  Battalion  o{  New- Jersey 
Troops  be  stationed  at  Cape-May,  for  the  protection  of  the 
property  and  navigation  in  that  quarter.  You  will  please 
to  issue  the  necessary  orders  accordingly. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  General  Washington,  at  New-  York. 


general,    WASHINGTON    TO    THE    NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE    OF 

SAFETY. 

Head-Quarters,  April   17,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Tliere  is  nothing  that  could  add  more  to 
my  happiness  than  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  civU  autho- 
rity of  this,  or  any  other  Government  to  which  it  may  be 
my  lot  to  be  ordered ;  and  if,  in  the  prosecution  of  such 
measures  as  shall  appear  to  me  to  have  a  manifest  tendency 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  great  Amcricon  cause,  I  shall 
encounter  the  local  convenience  of  individuals,  or  even  of 
a  whole  Colony,  I  beg  it  may  be  believed  that  I  shall  do  it 
with  reluctance  and  pain  ;  but  in  the  present  important  con- 
test the  least  of  two  evils  must  be  preferred. 

That  a  continuance  of  the  intercoui-se  which  has  hitherto 
subsisted,  between  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  and  the 
enemy  on  board  the  ships-of-war,  is  injurious  to  the  com- 
mon cause,  requires  no  extraordinary  aliilities  to  prove.  A 
moment's  reflection  not  only  evinces  this  truth,  but  points 
out  the  glaring  absurdity  of  such  j)rocedure.  We  are  to 
consider  ourselves  either  in  a  state  of  peace  or  war  with 
Great  Britain.  If  the  fomier,  why  are  our  ports  shut  up, 
our  trade  destroyed,  our  property  seized,  our  towns  burnt, 
and  our  worthy  and  valuable  citizens  led  into  captivity,  and 
suffering  the  most  cruel  hardships  ?  If  the  latter,  my  ima- 
gination is  not  fertile  enough  to  suggest  a  reason  in  support 
of  the  intercourse. 

In  the  weak  and  defenceless  state  in  which  this  city  was, 
some  time  ago,  political  prudence  might  justify  the  corres- 
pondence which  subsisted  between  the  country  and  the 
enemy's  ships-of-war ;  but  as  the  largest  part  of  the  Conti- 
nental troops  is  now  here,  and  as  many  strong  works  are 
erected  and  erecting  for  the  defence  of  the  city  and  har- 
bour, these  motives  no  longer  exist,  but  are  absorbed  in 
others  of  a  more  important  nature. 

To  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  advantages  of  an  inter- 


course of  this  kind  are  altogether  on  the  side  of  the  enemy, 
whilst  we  derive  not  the  smallest  benefit  from  it,  would  be 
obvious  to  every  one.  It  is,  indeed,  so  glaring,  that  even 
the  enemy  themselves  must  despise  us  for  sufibriug  it  to  be 
continued  ;  for,  besides  their  obtaining  supplies  of  every 
kind,  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  continue  in  your  har- 
bours, it  also  opens  a  regular  channel  of  intelligence,  by 
which  they  are,  from  time  to  time,  made  accjuainted  with 
the  number  and  strength  of  our  works,  our  strength,  and  all 
our  movements,  by  which  they  are  enabled  to  regulate  their 
own  plans,  to  our  great  disadvantage  and  injury.  For  the 
truth  of  tills  I  could  produce  instances ;  but  as  it  may  be  the 
sulnect  of  future  discussion,  I  shall  decline  it  at  present. 

It  would,  gentlemen,  be  taking  up  too  much  of  your  time 
to  use  further  arguments  in  proof  of  the  necessity  of  putting 
an  immediate  and  total  stop  to  all  future  correspondence 
with  the  enemy.  It  is  my  incumbent  duty  to  effect  this, 
convinced  as  I  am  of  the  disadvantages  resulting  from  it ; 
and  it  cannot  be  thought  strange  or  hard  that,  under  such 
conviction,  I  should  be  anxious  to  remove  an  evil  which 
may  contribute  not  a  little  to  the  ruin  of  the  great  cause  we 
are  engaged  in,  and  may,  in  its  effects,  prove  highly  detri- 
mental to  this  Colony  in  particular. 

In  effecting  the  salutary  purposes  above-mentioned,  I 
could  wish  for  the  concurrence  and  support  of  your  honour- 
able body.  It  will  certainly  add  great  weight  to  the  mea- 
sures ado])ted,  when  the  civil  authority  co-operates  with  the 
military,  to  carry  them  into  execution.  It  will  also  redound 
much  to  the  honour  of  the  Govei-nment,  and  of  your  Com- 
mittee in  particular ;  for  the  world  is  apt  to  judge  from  ap- 
pearances ;  and  while  such  correspondence  exists,  the  repu- 
tation of  the  whole  Colony  will  suffer  in  the  eyes  of  their 
American  brethren. 

It  is  therefore,  gentlemen,  tliat  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  address  you  on  this  important  subject,  relying  upon  your 
zeal  and  attachment  to  the  cause  oi  American  liberty  for 
your  assistance,  in  putting  a  stop  to  this  evil,  and  that  you 
will  co-operate  with  me  in  such  measures  as  shall  be  effec- 
tual, either  to  prevent  any  future  con'espondence  with  the 
enemy,  or  in  bringing  to  condign  punishment  sucii  persons 
as  may  be  hardy  and  wiek<;d  enough  to  carry  it  on  other- 
wise than  by  a  prescribed  mode,  if  any  case  can  possibly 
arise  to  require  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Safety  of  the  Colony  of  JVew-  York. 


DUTCHESS    COUNTY  (nEW-YORk)  COMMITTEE    TO   THE    COM- 
MITTEE   OF    SAFETY. 
Dutchess  County  Committee,  April  17,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  requisition,  we  now  return  you  a 
state  of  the  four  Companies  of  Continental  forces  raising 
in  this  Count)'  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony. 

Captain  Rosekrans  is  already,  with  his  company,  stationed 
at  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands.  As  we  had  no  op- 
portunity of  seeing  Captain  Itosekrans,  we  could  not  pro- 
cure an  (^xact  return  ;  but  from  information,  the  company 
must  be  almost,  if  not  entirely,  complete. 

Captain  Swartwout  has  sent  off  his  men  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  inlisted,  to  the  Highlands ;  and  having  his  offi- 
cers r(;cruiling  in  different  parts  of  the  County,  it  was  impos- 
sible, upon  so  short  notice,  to  furnish  us  with  a  proper  re- 
turn, though  make  no  doubt  but  that,  by  this  time,  he  must 
have  uj)w  ards  of  fifty  men. 

Cajjtain  Child,  who  succeeds  Captain  Barker,  (the  latter 
having  resigned,)  received  a  warrant  from  the  Committee  of 
Safety  only  last  week ;  and  we  find,  by  the  tenour  of  it,  he 
is  indulged  with  three  weeks  to  make  his  return.  However, 
the  firm  activity  of  this  gentleman,  and  being  generally  well 
liked,  we  imagine  he  will  speedily  raise  a  company. 

Captain  Pcarse,  before  this  comes  to  hand,  will  have 
waited  on  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  make  his  return  and 
receive  their  directions  in  person. 

We  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants.    13y  order  of  the  Committee : 

Egbert  Benson,  Chairman. 
To  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  tlie  Committee 

of  Safety,  New-York. 
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ADMIRAL    HOPKINS    TO    CEffERAL    BABCOCK. 

New-London,  Aiiril  17,  1776. 

Sir:  1  this  moment  received  an  express  from  General 
Washington — the  contents  nrv.  enclosed.  Have  sent  the 
Cabot  whh  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  with  orders  to  deliver  them 
to  you  as  soon  as  possible.  Have  given  the  Captain  orders 
to  land  them  in  JSlewport,  if  possible,  if  not,  at  Howlaiid^s 
Ferry.  Your  own  prudence  will  suggest  what  steps  may 
be  necessary  for  the  publick  safety.  * 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

EsECK  Hopkins. 

To  Henry  Bahcock,  Esq.,   Brigadier-General   and  Com- 
mander of  the  Troops  on  Rhode-Island. 


ADMIRAL  HOPKINS  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

New-London,  April  17,   1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  General 
Washington's  letter  of  the  14th,  received  by  express.  Your 
own  pnidence  will  suggest  what  steps  will  be  necessary  for 
the  publick  safety. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  r  u 

'  JiiSECK  Hopkins. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Governour  of 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 


not  choose  to  meddle  with  ;  yet  I  hope  have  said  enough 
to  evince  to  you  how  very  di.spleasing  he  is  to  the  comi)any, 
and  the  ill  consequences  that  might  arise  in  case  of  his  ap- 
pointment ;  and  what  I  can  with  much  truth  and  certainty 
assure  would  come  to  pass,  i.  e.  the  breaking  up  of  a  com- 
j)any  of  much  consequence. 

Relying  on  your  Honours'  wisdom  in  not  appointing  a 
pereon  so  disagreeable,  (as  nothing  but  my  particular  desire 
to  have  the  company  kept  together,  and  to  be  satisfied, 
could  have  induced  me  to  write  in  this  manner,)  I  remain, 
with  the  utmost  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  ,  „ 

Andrew  Jjeall. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  certify,  that  we  prefer 
Andrew  Beall,  Jun.,  to  any  other  person  as  Captain,  in 
place  of  his  father. 


colonel    SMALLWOOD    to    MARYLAND    COUNCIL   OF    SAFETT. 

April  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Captain  Adams  yesterday  morning  took 
Alexander  Ross,  at  Chestcrtoum,  and  immediately  after- 
wards fell  in  with  Ensign  Chambers.  They  have  conduct- 
ed him  to  this  place ;  and  Captain  Adams  now  waits  upon 
you  for  further  orders  respecting  the  prisoner. 

I  am,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

W.  Smallwood. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


ANDREW    BEALL    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Bladensburgh,  April  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  It  is  with  reluctance  I  take  up  my  pen  to 
address  you  on  a  matter  I  would  wish  to  be  silent  on,  were 
I  not  urged  to  do  it  by  the  strongest  entreaties  of  a  com- 
pany inferior  to  none  in  the  Province,  which  I  respect,  and 
which  I  have  the  highest  satisfaction  in  obliging.  My  resign- 
ing has  thrown  the  company  into  great  confusion  and  con- 
cern, for  fear  Mr.  William  Hamilton,  my  Fii-st  Lieutenant, 
should  take  place  as  Captain,  who  they  look  upon  not  to 
be  worthy,  or  in  any  respect  proper  for  that  office ;  but 
perhaps  may  be  recommended  by  the  Colonel,  through  pre- 
judice to  me,  as  I  would  not  condescend  to  serve  under  him. 
If  it  so  happens  that  he  should  be  appointed  Captain,  it  will 
be  the  utter  destruction  of  the  company,  as  they  are  deter- 
mined not  to  serve  under  him. 

I  would  not  willingly  interfere  with  the  gentleman's  pri- 
vate character,  therefore  shall  only  relate  the  matter  to  your 
Honours  how  he  came  to  be  appointed  Lieutenant ;  which 
was,  as  he  had  been  a  soldier  several  years  in  the  last  war, 
I  imagined  he  must  have  been  better  qualified  than  any 
other  person  I  had  the  opportunity  of  getting  at  that  time ; 
however,  found  myself  much  deceived,  for  he  was  as  igno- 
rant as  those  who  had  never  seen  a  musket  thrown  in  their 
lives,  and  surprisingly  awkward  in  every  respect,  and  still 
continues  so. 

There  are  many  young  men  in  the  company  who  are 
much  better  qualified,  in  every  respect,  and  I  believe  as 
many  so  as  in  any  company  in  the  Province.  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton is  a  poor  man,  and  has  a  wife  and  several  children,  and 
no  person  to  work  for  them  but  himself,  therefore  cannot 
make  the  appearance  that  an  officer  ought  to  make ;  is  a 
person  of  no  education,  neither  is  he  qualified  in  any  njspoct 
whatever  to  keep  company  with  the  other  gentlemen  offi- 
cers, which  is  a  material  objection  by  the  company,  as  they 
would  not  choose  to  serve  und(n-  an  officer  who  could  tiot 
keep  company  with,  and  be  looked  upon  by  odier  officers, 
but  more  particularly,  as  he  is  esteemed  a  very  improper 
person  in  other  respects.  And,  of  more  consequence  to 
those  under  him,  there  are  other  objections,  which  I  do 


Thos.  Adams,  Jun.,  Thomas  Crawford,  Thcopliilus  Hughes, 

Thomas  Beall,  Alexander  Crawford,  Joscpli  Cook, 

Thos.  Tilley,  Jun.,  Abednego  White,  Thomas  Bean, 

Nathaniel  Suit,  Josiah  Gordon,  Ixaiah  Hurley, 

William  Conn,  Samuel  Brashears,  Jr.,  William  Marthis, 

Henry  Scott,  John  Tilley,  Philip  James, 

'J'homas  Brown,  Josias  Shaw.  Thomas  Wright, 

William  Brown,  James  Mockbe,  Juhn  Bo/.well, 

John  Beall,  Clement  Wilson,  David  Wilson, 

Josias  Ray,  Henry  Tuell,  John  Wilson, 

Jonathan  Manly,  John  Furguson,  James  Wilson, 

Jeremiah  Moore,  Henry  Punly,  John  Mayhew,  Jun., 

Basil  Oawford,  Philip  Cissil,  George  Seb.  Bence, 

James  Ray,  James  Furguson,  Josias  S.  Wilson, 

Patrick  Law,  William  Mullikin,  Ignatius  Wilson. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

N.  B.  If  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  Convention,  should 
want  to  be  informed  with  regard  to  William  Hamilton,  who 
is  First  Lieutenant  of  the  Company,  Peter  Broxmi,  a  Ser- 
geant in  Captain  Lucas's  Company,  can  inform. 

Bladensburgh,  April  18,  1776. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  DELEGATES  IN  CON- 
GRESS. 

[No.  122.]  Annapolis,  April  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  bearer.  Captain  Waller  Hanson,  of 
Port-Tobacco,  has  been  recommended  to  us  by  Mr.  Hoot, 
as  a  genius  in  the  mechanical  way,  and  as  a  person  that 
may  be  of  service  to  this  Province  in  gaining  a  proper 
knowledge  of  erecting  and  working  powder-mills,  or  some 
other  useful  and  necessary  manufacture.  The  errand  he 
comes  on  will,  no  doubt,  reconnnend  him  to  your  notice; 
and,  also,  entitle  him  to  every  aid  and  assistance  in  your 
power,  to  attain  such  a  laudable  end. 
We  are,  &,c. 

To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland,  in  Congress. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF     SAFETY    TO    PRESIDENT'  OF    COH- 
GRESS. 
[Read  April  22,  1776.] 

Annapolis,  April  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter,  enclosing  the  resolves  of  Congress,  was 
this  day  delivered  to  us.  We  were  furnished  with  the  inter- 
cepted letters  some  time  before  the  receipt  of  yours,  and  had 
taken  such  measures  as,  in  our  judgment,  were  competent 
to  the  occasion.  To  dissolve  the  Government,  and  subvert 
the  Constitution,  by  the  seizure  and  imprisonment  of  the 
Ciovernour,  we  conceive  to  be  a  measure  of  too  mucli  deli- 
cacy and  magnitude  to  be  adopted  without  calling  and  con- 
sulting the  Convention  of  this  Province.  We  saw  no  neces- 
sity urging  us  to  such  an  extreme ;  and  were  determined, 
therefore,  not  to  expose  the  Province  to  immediate  anarchy 
and  convulsion,  if  an  assurance  could  be  obtained  from  the 
Governour  that  he  would  not  depart  before  our  Convenhon 
met,  to  decide  upon  this  important  business.  He  cheerfully 
gave  this  assurance,  and  voluntarily  put  into  our  hands  all 
the  letters  he  had  received  from  the  Secretary  of  State  since 
September  last,  and  offered  us  the  inspection  of  the  papers 
in  his  possession  ;  assuring  us  his  letters,  antecedent  to  that 
time,  had  been  transmitted  to  Great  Britain,  on  prospect  of 
his  private  affairs  requiring  his  presence  there  ;  and  explained 
and  vindicated  his  conduct  in  such  a  manner,  that  we  feel 
no  apprehension  of  danger  from  biin.    Under  these  circum- 
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stances  we  cannot  comply  with  the  request  of  Congress,  in 
any  other  manner  than  we  have  done,  and  flatter  ourselves 
they  will  rest  satisfied,  and  consider  us  excusable. 

Mr.  Ross  was  apprehended  by  our  order,  on  Mmday 
evening  last ;  we  shall  have  him  in  custody,  and  examine 
him  fully. 

Permit  us,  sir,  to  assure  you  that  we  are  determined  to 
maintain  the  rights  and  liberties  of  this  country,  at  every 
hazard  of  life  and  property,  and  will  vigorously  pursue  every 
measure  which  the  defence  of  America  shall  require. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servants. 

By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the 
Province  of  Maryland. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  Congi-ess. 


MAKYLAND    DELEGATES   TO    COTJNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

PhilaJelphiu,  Thursday,  April  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  moved  yesterday  in  Congress,  that  the 


REMARKS  ON  A   PLAN  OF  THE  AMERICAN  C0>rPACT,  PROPO- 
SED   BY    AN    ENGLISH    AMERICAN. 

New- York,  April  18,  1776. 
No  reasonable  objection  can  be  offered  to  the  fii-st  and 
second  articles  of  this  plan.  The  diird  proposes  that  the 
Crown  shall  appoint  officers  "during  good  behaviour." 
Who  is  to  judge  of  their  behaviour,  and  remove  them  upon 
misbehaviour?  Doubtless  the  King  in  Council.  If  he 
should  jucfge  that  good  behaviour  in  his  officers  w  hich  Ame- 
rica knows  and  feels  to  be  abominably  bad  behaviour,  what 
remedy  has  she  by  this  plan  ?  And  that  this  will  frequently 
be  the  case,  past  experience  convinces.  The  Earl  of  Dun- 
morc's  inflimous  behaviour  has  been  justified  by  the  King  ;  so 
was  Bernard's,  Hulchinson's,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  King's 
wicked  Ministers ;  and  so  it  will  be,  so  long  as  an  arbitrary 
and  inequitable,  partial  spirit  reigns  in  the  British  Court, 
which,  to  all  ajjpearancc,  will  not  soon  be  expelled.  Ame- 
rica can  have  no  security  against  the  greatest  and  perpetua- 
ted vexation  from  the  King's  officers,  unless  she  has  a  voice 
in  their  appointment,  and  the  power  of  renovating  them 
upon  misbehaviour. 

The  fourth  article  is  admissible.   The  fifth  proposes  a  Ge- 


letter  referred   to  by  Mr.  Johnson  should  be  immediately         ^ ^^ ^   ^ 

Uansmitted  to  you,  that  you  might  have  an  opportunity  of  ^^^^^  Congress  to  manage  the  general  affairs  of  a'll  the  Colo- 
vindicating  your  honour  against  the  malicious  charges  made  ^^j^^^  rpj^j^  j^^^  ^  plausible  appearance,  but  it  is  a  felo  dc  se  ; 
by  the  writer.  This  produced  a  warm  debate,  which  last-  f^^,  j^  j^  ^^^^^  ^^  ji,g  ^.j^gg  ^f  (he  article,  "  but  as  absolute 
ed  for  several  hours.  We  insisted  (and  were  supported  by  po^^g^  „^\„\^i  ;„  ti,^e  be  assumed  by  this  Congress,  were  it 
several  gentlemen)  that  the  letter,  containing  the  most  severe  ^jthout  any  check,  its  acts  therefore  should  go  home  for  the 
reflections  upon  you,  as  a  publick  body,  ought  not  to  be  -^^y.^]  assent.  The  Crown  to  have  no  power  to  reject  them, 
concealed  ;  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary,  in  the  present  ^^  ^j^g  i^rovincial  acts,  unless  done  within  three  years  after 
state  of  our  affaire,  that  the  dignity  of  the  Executives  of  ^j^gj^  passing  here."  That  is,  to  prevent  die  Congress^  from 
every  Province  should  be  supported,  if  properly  conducted  ;  assuming  absolute  power,  let  them  have  no  power  at  all  to 


and  if  there  rested  a  suspicion  that  any  publick  body,  either 
fix)m  weakness  or  want  of  integrity,  omitted  or  refused  to 
execute  the  trust  committed  to  them,  it  ought  to  be  made 
known  to  their  constituents,  tliat  the  power  might  be  placed 
in  more  safe  hands ;  that  the  exertions  of  the  letter-writer 
had  already  produced,  in  part  of  the  Council  of  Virginia, 


do  any  one  thing,  except  what  the  King,  from  time  to  time, 
wills  to  have  done,  and  let  him  have  three  years  to  consider 
upon  every  act  before  he  either  affirms  or  annuls  it.  And 
this  restriction,  this  planner  would  have  laid  upon  all  the 
Provincial  Assemblies  too.  A  fine  Constitution,  indeed ;  an 
excellent  device  to  screen  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Ame- 


distrust  and  suspicion  of  you ;  that  we  had  the  most  con-    ^-^^  against  all  future  attempts  of  tlie  Crown  and  British 


vincing  proofs,  upon  all  occasions,  of  your  integrity,  vigilance, 
and  activity  in  the  common  cause  ;  and,  therefore,  esteemed 
it  our  duty  to  insist  that  justice  might  be  done  to  your  in- 
jured characters.  .  It  was  argued  against  the  motion,  that 
the  letter  was  confidential ;  that  it  had  raised  no  suspicions 
in  the  Congress  of  your  zeal  or  integrity,  because  they  had 


Ministry!  That  she  may  henceforth  be  effectually  secured 
from  the  encroachments  of  the  Crown,  let  the  Crown  be 
invested  with  absolute  power  to  restrain  her  from  passing 
any  one  act  for  her  own  security  or  benefit,  either  in  Con- 
gress or  Provincial  Assemblies,  but  what  the  King,  in  his 
sovereign   pleasure,  allows  her  to  do,  from  time  to  time. 


reposed  the  highest  confidence  in  you  immediately  after-    rpj^i^  entirely  undermines  the  security  seemingly  given  her 


wards,  by  the  recommendation  sent  by  the  return  of  the 
express  ;  that  the  mischief,  which  woidd  be  produced  by 
communicating  the  letter  would  be  greater  than  any  benefit 
which  could  be  expected  from  it ;  and  that  die  President 
was  not  obliged  to  produce  the  letter  before  die  Congress, 
to  take  order  tliereon,  although  it  had  been  read  in  the 
House.     Upon  die  question  whether  the  President  should 


in  the  second  article:  "Pariiament  shall  not  intermeddle 
with  the  internal  police  of  the  Colonies."  No !  But  the 
King  and  his  Ministry  shall,  as  far  as  they  please.  Let  the 
Colonies  provide  for  their  own  internal  government.  Yes, 
as  far  as  the  King  pleases,  and  in  such  manner  as  he,  with 
the  British  Council,  approves,  and  no  further.  Suppose 
the  Provinces  give  a  bounty  to  encourage  any  kind  of  manu- 


be  requested  to  lay  tlie  letter  before  Congress,  five  Colonies     factures,  or  lay  a  duty  on  any  luxuries  imported  from  Bri- 
voted  in  the  negative,  tliree  in  the  affirmative,  and  one  di-     ^„,-„^  ^j.  ^^^^^  ^cts  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  African 


vided. 

We  conceived  this  treatment  to  you,  and  our  Province, 
to  be  cruel  and  ungenerous  to  the  last  degree.  The  obliga- 
tion to  secrecy  expired  yesterday ;  and  we  immediately  de- 
termined to  give  you  such  a  state  of  this  transaction  as  our 
memories  supply  us  with ;  and  Mr.  Johnson  committed  to 
writing  what  passed  on  the  fii-st  day.  We  this  morning 
waited  on  Mr.  Hancock  to  demand  the  letter,  but  he  refused 
to  see  us. 

Thus  the  affair  rests  at  present ;  and  we  cannot  delay 
communicating  it  to  you  longer.  We  have  ordered  an  ex- 
press immediately  to  set  out  for  AmiapoHs,  and  have  not 
the  least  doubt  but  what  you  will  take  the  proper  steps  to 
vindicate  your  honour  against  the  foul  calumny  of  Mr.  Fur- 
viance,  who  has  dared  to  detract  from  your  patriotism  and 
spii'it.  We  are  determined  at  all  hazards  to  support  you ; 
and,  though  very  sorry  for  the  occasion,  hope  you  have  com- 
plied with  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  by  securing 
Mr.  Eden  and  his  papers.  If  he  has  conducted  himself 
fairly,  an  examination  will  do  him  credit ;  if  otherwise,  we 
ought  to  know  it,  and  guard  against  his  unfriendly  endea- 
vours. We  shall  write  you  by  the  post ;  and  are,  gentle- 
men, your  most  obedient  servants, 

Thomas  Johnson,  Jun., 
T.  Stone, 
R.  Alexander. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


Slaves  into  the  Colonies,  &;c.,  fee,  will  the  British  Coun- 
cil advise  the  King  to  confirm  them  ? 

The  sixth  article  proposes  that  America  should  agree 
that  the  King  shall  have  a  right  to  keep  up  a  Standing  Army 
of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men  in  America  in  times  of  peace. 
Yes,  give  him  a  constitutional  right  to  drive  in  a  small  wedge, 
and  he  will  be  able  after  that  to  get  in  a  bigger.  No,  the 
article  says,  "  more  than  this  stipulated  number  the  Crown 
should  not  send  without  the  consent  of  the  General  Con- 
gress." By  such  an  article,  America  would  invite  the  Bri- 
tish Ministry  to  use  all  their  interest  to  corrupt  the  members 
of  her  Congress,  and  make  it  their  interest  to  do  so ;  and 
they  would  probably  succeed  by  degrees.  At  fii-st,  draw 
them  in  to  consent  to  fifteen  thousand,  then  to  twenty. 
When  by  this  their  constituents  are  alarmed,  and  them- 
selves brought  into  danger,  they  will  readily  consent  to 
the  introduction  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand,  and  we  shall 
soon  have  all  our  Tories  in  the  Army,  prepared  to  cut 
us  off.  This  article  opens  a  door  to  the  tyranny  of  Bri- 
tain and  a  military  Government,  under  the  pretence  of 
shutting  die  door  against  it.  If  America  agrees  to  this,  she 
is  lost. 

The  eighth  article  proposes,  "  that  America  should  agree 
to  pay  the  King  a  perpetual  duty  of  eight  per  cent,  upon  all 
merchandises  imported  from  foreign  countries."  For  what  ? 
To  pay  Britain  for  protecting  her  by  a  Standing  Army,  kept 
up  within  her  in  times  of  peace,  when  she  neither  wants  nor 
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desires  it,  and  would  be  mucli  safer  without  it ;  and  because 
slie  is  to  receive  the  duties  arising  from  the  regulation  of 
trade?  Her  trade  is  regulated  and  restrained  by  the  Parlia- 
ment, to  Britain's  great  advantage,  and  to  America's  great 
prejudice,  and  this  without  any  charge  to  Britain  ;  so  Ame- 
rica owes  her  nothing  for  this.  The  duties  America  pays 
upon  the  regulations  of  her  trade,  to  her  own  disadvantage, 
she  ought  in  all  reason  and  equity  to  pay  to  herself.  And  this 
plan  proposes  to  give  them  to  her ;  but  then  it  artfully  takes 
them  back  double  from  her  by  other  duties  payable  to  Bri- 
tain.  This  plan  is  a  betrayer  of  America's  liberty  and 
safety ;  whether  designedly  so  or  not,  no  ways  concerns  the 
publick  to  inquire. 


uemauks  on  the  proposed  American  compact. 

New-York,  April  18,  1776. 

A  gentleman,  who  styles  himself  ^«  English  American, 
in  his  plan  of  compact,  proposes,  thirdly :  "  The  Ci-o\%  n  shall 
appoint  the  officers  of  Government  during  good  behaviour, 
&c."  But  whence  have  all  our  troubles  sprung  ?  Have 
not  our  Govemours,  appointed  by  the  Crown,  been  the 
principal  source  of  all  mv  calamities,  by  their  ambition  and 
covetousness,  their  misrepresentation  and  calumny  ?  They 
want  larger  salaries,  and  Regulars  to  keep  the  people  in  awe ; 
and  instead  of  being  the  fathere  of  their  people,  have  been 
their  betrayers,  oppressors,  and  murderers.  The  Continent 
would  have  been  in  peace,  had  it  not  been  for  these  appoint- 
ed Govemours.  It  never  was  worth  while  to  take  up  arms 
at  all,  unless  these  can  be  expelled.  They  are  like  the  roots 
of  a  cancer,  which,  if  not  entirely  eradicated,  soon  spread 
as  bad  as  ever.  These  men,  if  reconciliation  was  imme- 
diately to  take  place,  would  never  rest  until  they  had  em- 
broiled us  again.  They  have  had  their  reign  already,  and 
have  been  banished  for  their  oppression  and  tyranny.  Let 
us  never  receive  them,  nor  any  of  their  order  again,  who 
have  proved  such  vipers.  We  should  be  fools,  indeed,  if, 
after  all  their  schemes  to  subdue  the  several  Colonies  to  ar- 
bitrary power,  and  even  to  spirit  up  the  Indians  and  Ne- 
groes to  murder  us  in  our  peaceable  habitations,  we  should 
ever  suffer  them  to  remain  among  us. 

But  they  shall  continue  only  during  good  behaviour.  But 
who  is  to  judge  of  their  good  behaviour  ?  The  good  peo- 
ple of  the  Massachusetts-Bay  judged  that  Bcrrutrd  and 
Hutchinson  did  not  behave  well,  and  preferred  a  complaint 
against  them  to  his  Majesty.  But  what  did  it  avail  ?  The 
Govemours  were  acquitted,  and  the  complaint  dismissed  as 
a  false  and  scandalous  libel.  If  Govemours  are  diligent  and 
resolute  in  enlarging  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  lessening 
the  liberties  of  the  subject,  it  is  to  no  purpose  at  all  to  com- 
plain against  them.  Sundry  noblemen  in  Scotland,  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.,  accused  Lauderdale  of  many  horrid 
oppressions  and  unheard-of  cruelties  ;  but  the  Kingy.  after 
hearing  the  case,  acquitted  him,  saying,  though  they  had 
proved  many  damned  things  against  him,  yet  they  had  not 
proved  that  he  had  intended  to  lessen  his  prerogative.  Nay, 
the  bloody  Marquis  o(  Antrim,  who  encouraged  and  headed 
the  Irish  Papists  in  the  massacre,  when  they  murdered  al- 
most all  the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  was  acquitted  by  the  ex- 
press order  of  his  Majesty.  Now,  there  cannot  be  woree 
men  in  this  world  than  the  Marquis  of  Antrim,  Lauderdale, 
Hutchinson,  and  Bernard. 

In  article  sixth  :  He  thinks  it  would  be  useful  for  us,  that 
the  King  should  have  a  right  to  keep  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
troops  to  repel  any  sudden  invasion,  k,c.  But  a  Standing 
Army  is  one  of  the  greatest  grievances.  The  Praetorian 
Guards  at  Rome  were,  1  believe,  not  a  larger  body,  if  so 
large ;  yet  they  kept  the  whole  worid  in  slavery  for  many 
ages,  raised  any  one  to  be  Emperor  whom  they  pleased,  and 
cut  him  off  if  he  happened  to  disoblige  them,  and  set  up 
another  in  his  room.  Yet  there  were  ten  times  as  many  sol- 
diers in  the  Empire  as  are  now  in  America  and  Great  Bri- 
tain together,  whom  this  handful  of  Praetorian  Guards  thus 
insulted  and  abused  for  sundry  centuries.  A  Standing  Army 
have  great  power  to  do  mischief  and  enslave  countries,  be- 
cause they  arc  already  raised,  and  disposed  to  follow  an  am- 
bitious leader,  where  there  is  no  danger.  They  are  greedy 
of  largos  fees  and  plunder.  As  to  their  repelling  a  sudden 
invasion,  they  have  no  great  inclination  for  that  business. 
Living  in  idleness,  they  become  effeminate  and  cowardly, 
and  ready  to  flee  at  the  approach  of  a  brave  enemy.   Their 


chief  business  seems  to  be  drunkenness  and  lewdness,  to  in- 
sult the  inhabitants,  promote  riot,  and  debauch  the  women. 
Let  Boston  tell  the  great  benefit  she  has  derived  from  having 
two  or  three  regiments  (juartered  there. 

Professor  Duncan,  sjieaking  of  the  Armies  of  the  seve- 
ral nations  of  Europe,  says,  "  that  die  soldiers  are  the  dregs 
of  every  nation."  This  was  not  suggested  by  passion  and 
prejudice,  but  fact.  (See  his  Gesar's  Commentaries.)  What 
benefit,  security,  or  defence,  could  we  expect  from  those 
who  are  the  dregs  of  mankind  ?  They  ought  not  to  bo 
named  with  the  Provincials  and  Militia,  who  are  freemen, 
sons  of  liberty,  property,  and  bravery.  Why  should  the 
riches  of  a  country  be  expended  to  sujiport  a  useless  Army 
of  debauchees. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  there  are  great  deficiencies  in  the 
regulation  of  the  Militia.  The  ancient  Greeks  served  till 
they  were  seventy  ;  the  Romans  till  they  were  forty-five 
years  of  age.  Perhaps  a  medium  between  these  two  ex- 
tremities would  be  best.  Many  will  often  do  as  good  ser- 
vice at  fifty-five,  as  ever  they  could.  But  in  many  places, 
even  in  Netv-England,  you  will  scarcely  find  a  man  that  is 
forty  years  of  age.  This  method  tends  to  weaken  the  coun- 
try. Suppose,  after  they  had  arrived  at  thirty-five  or  forty 
years  of  age,  they  were  to  be  advanced  into  a  more  respect- 
able body,  or  had  some  little  privilege  granted  them,  to  raise 
their  ambition,  but  still  kept  in  the  roll.  Surely  die  As- 
semblies should  take  this  affair  into  immediate  consideration. 
The  Militia  do  not  train  enough  to  make  them  expert  at  arms. 
Some  writers  propose  that  they  should  be  trained  steadily 
two  years ;  others,  that  they  should  train  fifty  days  every 
year.  But  such  plans  would  be  too  burdensome  and  ex- 
pensive. It  would  be  sufficient  for  them  to  train  an  after- 
noon every  week,  including  two  days  of  a  general  review, 
one  in  the  spring  and  another  in  the  fall,  of  each  regiment. 
This  would  amount  in  the  whole  but  to  twenty-seven  days 
in  a  year,  and  would  hinder  but  very  little  business. 
There  would  not,  perhaps,  be  one  acre  of  land  less  plough- 
ed and  improved,  if  such  a  plan  were  to  take  place,  than 
there  is  now.  And  there  would  be  no  need  of  any  other 
expenses  more  dian  if  they  were  at  home.  It  is  not  harder 
work  to  handle  the  musket  than  the  flail,  the  axe,  the  plough, 
or  the  hoe.  If  the  Colonies  should  adopt  some  such  plan, 
they  will  always  be  able  and  ready  to  repel  any  sudden  in- 
vasion. Indeed,  the  very  report  of  such  a  plan  of  train- 
ing Militia  would  prevent  any  nation  from  invading  us, 
where  there  are  no  riches  to  plunder,  and  where  they  must  be 
sure  to  be  knocked  on  the  head.  No  need  at  all  then  of 
ten  diousand  Regulars,  debauchees  and  cowards,  to  protect 
the  Colonies  against  the  whole  world. 

An  Independent  Whig. 


REPLY  to    remarks  OF    RATIONAHS,  ON    "  COMMON  SENSE. 

New- York,  April  18,  1776. 

This  writer  censures  Common  Sense  as  unjust  in  repre- 
senting Monarchical  Government  as  disapproved  by  Heaven, 
and  endeavours  to  show,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  equally 
approved  with  any  other  form  that  men  may  devise.  A 
litde  attention  to  the  Scriptures  will  clear  this  matter.  God 
foresaw  that  his  nation  would  in  time  insist  upon  having  a 
King,  like  the  other  nations,  and,  therefore,  in  his  laws,  gave 
rules  for  him  to  govern  himself  by.  Deuteronomy  xvii,  14- 
20 :  "  He  shall  not  multiply  horses  to  himself,  neither  shall 
he  multiply  wives  to  himself,  that  his  heart  turn  not  away ; 
neither  shall  he  gready  multiply  to  himself  silver  and  gold. 
He  shall  write  himself  a  copy  of  die  law,  and  he  shall  read 
therein  all  the  days  of  his  life,  that  he  may  learn  to  fear  the 
Lord  his  God — to  keep  all  the  words  of  this  law,  and  these 
statutes  to  do  them :  that  his  heart  may  not  be  lifted  up 
above  his  brethren,  and  that  he  turn  not  aside  from  the  com- 
mandment to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left."  Kings  thus 
governing  themselves  and  their  people,  in  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  are  accepted  with  him,  and  loved  and  honoured  by 
their  subjects.  Had  Britain's  King  done  so,  America 
would  have  been  in  peace  this  day.  Where  will  you  find 
such  a  King?  They  are  all  turned  aside  and  apostatized. 
How  are  they  lifted  above  thoir  brethren  ?  When  Israel, 
weary  of  the  moderate  and  gracious  government  God  had 
hitherto  exercised  over  them  by  their  Judges  and  Eldei-s, 
and,  stimulated  by  woridly  ambition,  insisted  on  having  Kings 
over  them,  like  the  rest  of  tlie  nations ;  God,  foreseeing  that 
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so  great,  perpetuated  jX)\ver,  in  the  hands  of  one  man  and 
one  family,  would  prove  very  intoxicatina;  and  corrupting, 
too  heavy  for  the  weakness  of  the  human  mind  to  support 
with  honour ;  and  that  Government,  thrown  into  this  form, 
would,  in  fact,  soon  degenerate  into  an  oppressing  tyranny, 
and  so  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a  blessing, — directed  Samuel 
to  lay  this  before  the  people,  as  an  argument  to  dissuade  them 
from  insisting  upon  having  their  demand  of  a  Kingly  Go- 
vernment granted.  He  did  so,  and  has  painted  a  covetous, 
greedy,  proud,  and  oppressive  tyrant,  lifting  himself  up  above 
bis  brethren,  to  the  life.  See  1  Samuel  viii,  10-18.  The 
people  still  persisting  in  their  demand,  God  condescended  to 
It,  and  in  granting  their  request,  they  found  their  punish- 
ment. "  1  gave  them  a  King  in  mine  anger." — Hosea 
xiii,  11. 

Thus,  as  a  fool,  they  prepared  a  rod  for  their  own  backs. 
This,  then,  is  the  residt ;  if  a  people,  in  forming  a  plan  of  Go- 
vernment, will  consult  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  nations, 
his  advice  to  them  is  not  to  establish  Monarchical  Govern- 
ment, because  it  easily  and  naturally  degenerates  into  tyran- 
ny ;  but  if  they  choose  it,  he  suftei-s  it  to  be  so,  and  uses 
tlieir  Kings  as  an  iron  rod  in  chastening  the  apostate  rebel 
nations,  and  by  the  heavy  strokes  of  these  iron  rods,  he 
dashes  the  earthen  vessels  one  after  another.  The  King- 
doms botli  of  Israel  and  Judah  were  ruined  by  their  Kings; 
so  have  numberless  nations  been ;  so  will  Britain  proba- 
bly be  ;  so  will  America  soon  be,  unless  God,  in  great  mer- 
cy, now  saves  her,  as  he  did  David  fi-om  the  paw  of  the 
bear  and  the  mouth  of  the  lion.  The  plain  truth  is,  the 
nations,  by  presumptuously  trusting  too  great  power  in  the 
hands  of  one  man  and  one  family,  have  caught  a  Tartar. 
All  history  confirms  this.  Considering  the  weak  and  disor- 
dered state  of  human  nature,  no  otlier  can  be  expected. 

Common  Sense  objects  against  the  hereditary  Kings,  that 
this  is  a  frequent  occasion  of  great  and  destructive  conten- 
tions. To  this,  Rationalis  opposes  the  strifes  and  conten- 
tions that  arise  about  the  choice  of  Kings  in  elective  Mo- 
narchies, and  instances  Poland.  The  Polish  Kings  are 
elective,  but  by  whom  ?  Not  by  the  body  of  the  people, 
nor  Ijy  men  deputed  by  the  people  to  choose  a  King  for 
them ;  but  by  a  set  of  great  men  in  the  nation,  who  are 
independent  on  the  people,  have  usurped  a  tyranny  over 
>>>-  them,  and  are  generally  pensioners  to  neighbouring  Kings, 
■  who  interfere  by  these  their  creatures,  and  frequently  by  their- 
amiies  too,  in  the  choice  of  a  new  King  for  Poland.  No 
wonder,  then,  that  that  Kingdom  is  thrown  into  great  commo- 
tions on  these  occasions.  The  manifest  truth  is,  that,  when 
the  Crowns  of  Kingdoms  are  invested  with  exorbitant  pow- 
ers, and  decorated  with  great  riches  and  high  prerogatives, 
dangerous  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subjects,  they  be- 
come objects  of  greedy,  coveting  desire,  and  a  bone  of  fre- 
-  quent  furious  contention  amongst  great  ones,  whether  they 
are  hereditary  or  elective ;  and  the  people  are  sure  to  suffer 
and  bleed,  whoever  bears  away  the  prize. 

Rationalis  complains  that  Common  Sense  argues  from 
abuse  of  the  British  Constitution,  to  its  insufficiency  to 
secure  its  grand  aim — ^the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  says,  if  the  several  branches  of  the  Legislature 
would  be  faithful,  the  British  Constitution  would  be  the 
best  in  the  world.  In  this  he  does  not  do  Common  Seme 
common  justice.  He  points  out  the  errors  and  defects  in- 
herent in  the  Constitution  itself,  (some  of  them,  but  not  all,) 
the  chief  of  which  is,  the  exorbitant  powere  and  dangerous 
prerogatives  given  to  the  Crown,  and  shows  that  the  great 
abuses  of  the  Government  naturally  arise  out  of  the  errors 
and  defects  in  the  Constitution  itself. 

The  Bill  of  Rights  has  limited  the  Crown  a  little,  but  not 
enough  to  secure  the  interest  and  liberty  of  the  subjects. 
Had  the  limitations  proposed  by  the  long  Parliament  to 
Charles  I,  taken  place,  it  would  have  been  happy  for  the 
nation.  That  is  a  bad  Constitution  indeed,  under  which  the 
rulers,  though  ever  so  faithful,  cannot  serve  the  interest  of 
the  nation.  That  is  a  good  and  wisely  constructed  Con- 
stitution, by  virtue  of  which  the  governing  powere  have  full 
liberty  and  authority  to  do  all  the  good  to  the  people  they 
wish  them  to  do,  and  at  the  same  time  are  made  liable  to  be 
restrained  and  controlled  by  them,  whenever  they  attempt 
to  sacrifice  the  publick  interest  to  their  private  passions,  and 
whereby  the  subjects  have  reserved  in  their  own  hands  full 
power  to  remove  corrupt  and  dangerous  rulere,  from, year  to 
year,  and  put  worthier  in  their  places.     Such  is  the  Consti- 
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tution  proposed  to  America.  The  British  Constitution  fur- 
nishes no  such  effectual  security  against  a  corrupt  Parlia- 
ment and  Administration.  The  liberty  of  inaking  a  new 
choice  of  membere  for  a  House  of  Commons  once  in  seven 
years,  as  things  are  managed,  is  of  no  advantage,  is  no  real 
security  to  the  people.  The  nation  might  as  well  leave  the 
nomination  of  their  Representatives  in  Parliament  to  the 
King,  as  they  do  the  nomination  of  their  Bishops ;  for  he 
does  in  effect  nominate  and  secure  a  large  majority  as  his 
creatures. 

But  Rationalis  endeavours  to  frighten  the  people,  and  pre- 
judice them  against  the  proposed  plan  of  American  Govern- 
ment, by  telling  many  frightful  stories  of  the  violent  factions, 
confusions,  and  tyranny  of  Conmionwealths,  and  instances 
Athens,  Rome,  and  Carthage.  These  cities  were  once 
Commonwealths,  in  an  imperfect,  defective  form.  But  many 
other  cities,  Provinces,  and  people,  were  con({uered  by 
them,  especially  the  two  last,  stripped  of  their  liberties,  and 
subdued  under  their  Government.  These  were  not  gene- 
rally incorporated  as  rnembei-s  of  the  Commonwealth,  in- 
vested w  itli  equal  rights  and  liberties ;  but  the  ruling  cities 
exercised  an  arbitrary  government  over  them,  like  what  Bri- 
tain is  now  attempting  over  Ame/ica ;  reserving  to  tliem- 
selves  the  power  of  the  purse  and  the  sword,  and  the  dis- 
posal of  the  great  offices.  No  wonder,  then,  these  ruling 
cities  were  rent  with  factious  strifes  among  their  members, 
and  tyrants  to  their  conquered  subjects.  If  the  City  of 
Philadelphia,  or  New-  York,  should  form  itself  into  a  Com- 
monwealth, and  then  conquer  the  whole  Province,  and  bow 
it  under  her  Government,  doubtless  she  would  rule  as  a  ty- 
rant, and  be  agitated  and  torn  by  great  strifes  among  her 
own  members,  contending  among  themselves  for  offices  and 
the  spoils  of  a  Province. 

Rationalis  also  mentions  the  Commonwealth  formed  in 
England  after  Charles  I.  was  cut  off,  as  another  instance  to 
his  purpose.  He  might  as  well  have  mentioned  the  con- 
quest and  tyranny  of  William  I.  over  England.  They  that 
had  the  Government  after  Charles's  death,  proudly  styled 
themselves  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  but  were  not 
so;  but  only  a  party  of  mad  enthusiasts  and  violent  Inde- 
pendents, with  a  few  Deists,  formed  in  the  Long  Parliament, 
who  have  artfully  got  the  Army  into  their  power,  usurped 
the  Government  of  the  nation,  and  ruled  by  the  sword  and 
arbitrary  power.  Their  Government  was  a  real  ■  tyranny. 
And  when  Cromwell  usurped  it  from  them,  it  was  only  an 
exchange  of  many  joint  tyrants  for  one. 

Suppose,  as  the  issue  of  the  present  war,  the  British  Go- 
vernment in  America  is  overthown,  and  some  little  party 
among  us,  as  for  instance  the  Baptists,  aided  by  the  Army, 
should  form  tliemselves  as  a  kind  of  Commonwealth,  and 
violently  assume  and  exercise  sovereign  dominion  over  all 
America,  and  arrogantly  style  tliemselves  the  Commonwealth 
of  j^ierica,  would  this  make  them  really  so?  Would  not 
America,  in  this  case,  be  really  a  conquered  people,  under 
the  tyrant  rule  of  the  Baptists  1  To  what  purpose  are  such 
instances  of  the  few,  formed  among  themselves  as  a  kind  of 
Commonwealth,  and  exercising  tyrant  rule  over  the  many, 
introduced  to  discredit  such  a  genuine  Commonwealth  as  is 
recommended  to  America,  wherein  all  who  are  subject  to  its 
Government  are  constituent  membei-s  of  it,  and  have  all 
equal  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges,  and  equal  interest  in  its 
Government?  They  have  no  analogy  or  likeness  to  this 
plan. 

Rationalis  thinks  the  right  time  to  declare  for  an  inde- 
pendent Government  is  not  yet  come  ;  that  we  ought  yet  to 
seek  reconciliation  ;  that  if  we  cannot  obtain  safe  terms,  we 
should  still  fight  on  for  them,  till  eveiy  brave  man  in  Ameri- 
ca is  slain.  We  shall  do  so  before  Britain  will  grant  such 
terms;  then,  after  that,  if  we  cannot  obtain  them,  and  the 
aggressors  call  in  foreign  aid  in  this  last  extremity,  we  may 
do  so  too,  and  then  declare.  This  brings  to  mind  the  old 
proverb,  "  After  death  call  the  Doctor."  Fight  for  an  ac- 
connnodation  till  all  your  brave  men,  who  have  courage  to 
fight,  are  slain,  then  set  up  Independency.  He  knows  it 
will  then  be  too  late.  Yes,  yes,  fight  down  and  slaughter 
all  the  sons  of  liberty,  then  the  sons  of  slavery  will  have 
free  liberty  to  subject  their  country  to  the  conqueror's  iron 
yoke,  and  may,  perhaps,  share  a  very  small  part  of  her 
spoils  as  the  reward  of  their  villany.  Will  not  America 
erect  a  superb  monument  in  honour  of  this  great  master  of 
reason,  this  wise  counsellor  ? 
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When  the  people  first  came  to  Smmtel,  demanding  a 
K'uig,  God  said  to  him,  Hearken  to  their  voice,  yet  protest 
solemnly  unto  them,  (that  in  this  they  sin  against  the  Lord 
to  their  own  hurt,)  and  show  them  the  manner  of  the  King 
that  shall  reign  over  them ;  that  is,  what  will  in  fact  be  the 
spirit  and  oppressive  burden  of  Kingly  Government.  This 
is  called  the  manner  of  the  Kingdom.  2  Samuel  x,  25. 
As  Samuel  had  before  told  them  how  it  would  be  if  they 
put  themselves  under  Kingly  Government,  so  now,  they 
persisting  in  their  demand,  and,  in  a  spirit  of  unbelief,  pre- 
sumptuously despising  all  the  consequences  God  had  fore- 
warned them  of,  and  having  received  the  Kingly  Govern- 
ment which  God  gave  them  in  his  anger,  as  an  instrument 
of  chastising,  with  presumptuous  shouting,  Samiwl  repeats 
to  them  what  he  had  foretold  them  before,  and  wrote  it  in  a 
book,  and  laid  it  up  before  the  Lord,  that  it  might  remain  a 
witness  for  God,  that  he  had  faithfully  forewarned  them  of 
the  oppressions  and  miseries  they  were  bringing  on  them- 
selves and  their  posterity,  and  a  witness  against  them  in  the 
day  when  they  should  find  this  prediction  verified  upon  them, 
and  cry  unto  the  Lord  by  reason  of  their  grievous  oppres- 
sions by  the  hand  of  their  King,  and  not  be  heard. 

As  all  Scripture  is  given  for  our  instruction  and  warning, 
so  this  in  particular  is  a  speaking  admonition  to  America 
now,  when  Heaven  is  opening  a  door  of  deliverance  from 
such  sore  oppression,  and  the  British  Government,  by  their 
cruel  and  brutish  treatment  of  her,  has  released  her  from  all 
obligations  of  conscience,  gratitude,  or  interest,  to  remain 
any  longer  subject  to  it,  or  dependant  on  it ;  and  if  now, 
(after  all  the  cruel  injuries  we  have  suffered,  and  the  greater 
we  cannot  but  foresee,)  we  say  nay,  we  wUl  not  be  made 
free,  but  we  will  have  a  King,  even  Britain! s  King,  to  reign 
over  us  and  over  our  children,  we  shall  soon  cry  out,  by 
reason  of  infinite  oppressions,  with  a  great  and  a  bitter  cry, 
and  the  Lord  will  not  hear  us  in  that  day.  How  justly 
might  he  answer  us,  saying,  I  would  have  set  you  free,  but 
you  would  not  accept  it ;  go  cry  to  your  King  and  tyrant 
rulers,  whom  you  have  chosen  ;  let  them  deliver  you. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO   PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  April  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  Permit  me,  through  you,  to  convey  to  the  honour- 
able Congress  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  I  feel  for  the  high 
honour  they  have  done  me  in  the  publick  mark  of  approba- 
tion contained  in  your  favour  of  the  2d  instant,  which  came 
to  hand  last  night.  I  beg  you  to  assure  them  that  it  will  ever 
be  my  highest  ambition  to  approve  myself  a  faithful  servant 
of  the  publick,  and  that,  to  be  in  any  degree  instrumental 
in  procuring  to  my  American  bi-etliren  a  restitution  of  their 
just  rights  and  privileges,  will  constitute  my  chief  happi- 
ness. 

Agreeable  to  your  request,  I  have  communicated,  in  gene- 
ral orders,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  my  command, 
the  thanks  of  Congress  for  their  good  behaviour  in  the  ser- 
vice ;  and  am  hapi)y  in  having  such  an  opportunity  of  doing 
justice  to  their  merit.  They  were,  indeed,  at  first  "  a  band 
of  undisciplined  husbandmen  ;"  but  it  is  (under  God)  to  their 
bravery  and  attention  to  their  duty  that  I  am  indebted  for 
that  success  which  has  procured  me  the  only  reward  I  wish 
to  receive — the  affection  and  esteem  of  my  countrymen. 
The  medal  intended  to  be  presented  to  me  by  your  honour- 
able body,  I  shall  carefully  preserve  as  a  memorial  of  their 
regard. 

I  beg  leave  to  return  you,  sir,  my  warmest  thanks  for  the 
polite  manner  in  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  express 
their  sentiments  of  my  conduct ;  and  am,  with  sincere  esteem 
and  respect,  sir,  yours  and  their  most  obedient  and  most 
humble  servant. 


To  the  President  of  Congress. 


George  Washington. 


suflicient  to  answer  the  demands  upon  them ;  if  there  is  not 
a  probability  of  this,  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  a  warrant 
for  as  much  as  will  pay  the  wages  due.  The  ship  Jenny 
and  the  brigantine,  both  taken  by  Commodore  Manly,  (the 
former  from  London,  the  latter  from  Antigiia,  bound  to 
Boston,)  are,  by  what  I  can  learn,  proper  vessels  to  be  fitted 
out  as  cruisei-s.  You  will  therefore,  sir,  have  a  person  of 
knowledge  and  trust  sent  on  board  to  examine  them.  If  the 
report  of  them  is  such  as  they  have  been  represented  to  me, 
you  must  have  them  purchased  for  account  of  the  United 
Colonies.  If  Commodore  Manly  is  in  your  neighbourhood 
his  opinion  of  them  must  have  weight ;  and  if  they  are  fit 
for  the  purpose,  he  will,  of  course,  have  his  choice  of  them, 
and  attend  the  fixing  one  of  them  out.  His  First  Lieute- 
nant can  command  the  Hancock  in  the  mean  time.  The 
sooner  this  is  put  in  execution  the  better.  Nothing  mate- 
rial to  inform  you  of  from  hence. 

I  am,  &c.,  George  Washington. 

To  General  Ward. 


NEW-YORK    committee    OF    SAFETY  TO   GENERAL  WASHING- 
TON. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  April  18,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  recommendation  of  yesterday  we  took  into 
consideration  immediately  on  receipt  of  it ;  and,  thereupon, 
framed  the  enclosed  resolves  and  orders. 

We  cannot  sufficiently  thank  your  Excellency  for  your 
most  delicate  attention  to  the  civil  Government  of  this  Colo- 
ny, and  beg  leave  to  give  you  the  strongest  assurances  that 
we  most  eagerly  embrace  this,  as  we  shall  every  other,  op- 
portunity of  co-operating  with  you  in  every  measure  which 
shall  come  recommended  to  us  with  the  argument  of  pub- 
lick utility. 

We  are,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

William  Paulding,  Chairman. 
To  General  Washington. 


\ 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New-York,  April  18,  1776. 

I  received  your  favour  of  the  17th  instant,  in  answer  to 
Colonel  Glover's  application  to  you.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
all  accounts  respecting  the  armed  vessels  should  be  paid  by 
the  Agents  only ;  and  as  the  trial  of  the  prizes  cannot  be 
much  longer  defen-ed,  they  will  have  cash  for  the  goods 
which  may  be  condemned,  in  tlieir  hands,  much  more  than 


LORD    STIRLING   TO   NEW-YOBK    CONGRESS. 

New-York,  April  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  Thomas  Vernon  was  some  time  since  made  prisoner 
on  the  evidence  of  one  Craig,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  en- 
close you,  and  I  think  was  then  examined  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety.  The  General  desires  me  to  transmit  to  you 
the  enclosed  letter  from  Vernon,  and  request  that  the  Com- 
mittee would  make  such  further  inquiry  into  the  matter  as 
will  enable  them  to  determine  whether  it  be  worth  while  to 
keep  him  any  longer  prisoner  or  not. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  Stirling.  ^-;r' 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-  YorJc. 

Craig's  Examination  relative  to  Thomas  Vernon,  a  pri-         n, 
soner. 

Craig,  lately  a  soldier  in  the  First  Regiment  of  Yorkers, 
declares  that  he  was  employed  by  one  Vernon,  a  hatter  of      Nl 
this  city,  to  rig  out  a  sloop  the  said  Vernon  had  lately  pur-   ^  "J  *» 
chased  by  order  of  Governour  Tryon,  to  be  employed  by 
the  Governour  as  a  tender  or  cutter,  and  occasionally  to 
cruise  in  the  North  and  East  Rivers;  that  the  said  Femow         ;^ 
was  to  be  supplied  by  the  said  Governour  with  swivels  for  v 

the  said  sloop ;  that  the  said  Craig  went  on  board,  with  the 
said  Vernon,  of  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  and  there  con-  ^^ 
versed  with  the  Governour  and  the  Attorneys  General  Kemp 
and  Skinner,  who  urged  him  to  be  active  in  procuring  as 
many  men  as  possible,  not  only  for  the  said  sloop,  but  for 
the  Asia  and  other  men-of-war  soon  expected  here ;  that 
above  fifty  or  sixty  soldiers,  now  in  town,  in  the  Continen- 
tal service,  were  engaged  by  the  said  Vernon  for  tlie  service 
of  the  Ministry. 

March  12,  1776.  

ELIHU    MARVIN    TO    NEW-YORK    COMJOTTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

OrangeJCounty,  April  18,  1776. 

This  Committee  being  informed  that  the  four  regiments 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  Province  are  not  yet  full,  and  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  Conmiittee  that  there  may  be  another 
company  raised  on  the  north  side  of  the  mountains,  if  Nvar- 
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rants  may  be  had  ;  we  therefore  recominend  Seth  Marvin 
for  a  Captain,  and  Joshua  Jhou'n  for  First  Lieutenant,  as 
proper  ])ersons ;  and  as  the  oilier  two  officers  are  not  pitched 
upon  yet,  we  promise,  if  blank  warrants  are  sent  here,  to  fill 
wp  the  same  for  those  we  think  to  be  proper  pei-sons. 
I  am,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Elihu  Marvin,  Chairman. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  oi  New-York, 


ELIHU    MARVIN    TO    NEW'-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Orange  County,  April  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Committee  of  this  County  being  met, 
and  having  considered  several  places  for  erecting  a  Powder- 
Mill,  agreeable  to  the  resolve  of  Congress,  do  approve  of 
a  place  at  or  near  John  Carpenter's  saw-mill,  in  the  Pre- 
cinct of  Cornwall,  in  the  County  of  Orange,  near  Graycort, 
to  be  a  convenient  place :  and  Henry  ffisner,  Esq.,  and  John 
Carpenter,  do  apply  for  recommendation  ;  and  this  Commit- 
tee do  recommend  the  said  Henry  Wisner,  Esq.,  and  John 
Carpenter,  both  of  Orange  County,  to  be  proper  persons  to 
build  the  same. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 

Per  order:  Elihu  Marvin,  CAa»77«an. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of 
New-  York.  

elihu    MARVIN   TO    NEVT-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 
Orange  County,  Oxford,  April  18,  1776. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of 
New-York  during  the  recess  of  Congress : 

Gentlemen  :  The  Committee  of  this  County  have  been 
informed  by  Colonel  William  Allison,  that  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  is  allowed  towards  paying  their  Deputies  for 
attendance  in  Congress  during  the  course  of  their  service ; 
and  as  the  money  is  wanting,  I  would,  therefore,  in  the 
name  of  this  Committee,  desire  that  it  might  be  sent  up  by 
the  bearer,  (^Seth  Marvin^  together  with  your  instructions 
for  disbursing  the  same,  if  necessary. 

I  am,  with  respect,  gendeinen,  your  humble  servant, 
Elihu  Marvin,  Chairman. 


JEREMIAH  CLARK  TO  TEUNIS  CUYPER. 

New-Cornwall,  April  18,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  take  this  opportunity,  per  Lieutenant  Roe, 
to  inform  you  that  we  held  our  election  to  choose  a  Deputy 
for  the  next  Convention,  day  before  yesterday,  and  chose 
Archibald  Little,  Esq.,  for  Cornwall  Precinct.  Who  is 
chosen  in  Goshen  1  know  not. 

Sir,  you  may  remember  that,  not  long  since,  I  wrote  a 
line  to  the  Committee  in  behalf  of  Lieutenant  Roe.  He 
is  down  now  on  the  same  business,  and  he  wants  to  know 
what  he  may  depend  upon,  as  the  season  of  the  year  is  far 
advanced.  I  think  if  there  is  a  vacancy  he  is  as  suitable  a 
man  for  a  Captain  as  I  could  recommend  in  the  County.  If 
it  should  be  agreeable  to  you,  I  hope  you  will  give  him  both 
your  advice  and  assistance.  If  he  should  succeed,  he  will 
inform  as  to  under  officers. 

Sir,'  pardon  my  boldness,  and  permit  me,  with  great 
esteem,  to  subscribe  myself  your  most  humble  servant, 

Jeremiah  Clark. 

To  Tennis  Cooper,  Esq.,   in  Committee  of  Safety,  New- 
York.  

To  the  Honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  Officers  of 
the  Militia  of  King's  District,  in  Albany  County,  and 
Province  of  New- York,  together  with  part  of  the  Comr 
mittee  and  Militia  Officers  of  the  east  part  of  Clave- 
rack  District,  in  said  County,  also  the  east  part  on  Ma- 
nor Rensselaerwick  District,  in  said  County,  humbly 
showeth : 
That  your  Petitioners  live  in  that  part  of  Albany  County 

that  adjoins  to  the  Province  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  is 

peopled  from  the  New-England  Colonies. 

That  your  PeUtioners  have,  from  the  commencing  of  hos- 

.tilities  by  the  British  Troops  at  Lexington  and  Concord, 


been  attentive  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  America,  and  particularly  attended  the  rules  of  Congress 
therein. 

That  your  Petitioners  did,  on  the  earliest  notice  of  the  coun- 
try's want  of  men  to  withstand  the  violence  of  the  British 
Troops,  aiTay  themselves  in  military  order  for  that  purpose  ; 
particularly  at  the  time  when  Colonel  (now  Biigadier-Ge- 
neral)  Arnold  was  on  his  way  to  surprise  and  take  posses- 
sion of  the  important  posts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown-Point, 
(on  intelligence  obtained,)  Colonel  Arnold  did,  by  his  let- 
ter, send  back  for  men  to  come  immediately  to  his  assist- 
ance, a  copy  of  said  letter  being  sent  to  that  part  of  the 
County  before  described,  your  Petitioners,  in  Militia  Com- 
panies, met  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  a  number  of  men 
that  were  willing  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  said  Colonel  Ar- 
nold,  on  which  there  did  voluntarily  appear  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  men  or  more,  to  go  to  his  assistance.  Part 
of  which  did  immediately  march  to  Albany,  there  expecting 
to  be  furnished  with  some  guns  and  ammunition,  (as  they 
were  not  all  furnished,)  and  at  Albany  did  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  County,  who  were 
then  sitting ;  but  said  Committee  not  having  the  sentiments 
of  the  Government  or  country  in  regard  to  taking  possession 
of  said  forts,  did  not  at  that  time  think  proper  to  furnish 
said  men,  on  which  said  men  did  return,  and  thereon  the 
others  did  not  at  that  time  go  forward,  yet  held  themselves 
in  readiness  for  the  purpose  if  wanted. 

That  the  said  volunteers,  widi  a  number  of  others  joining, 
did,  a  short  time  after,  at  the  desire  of  the  Committee  of  the 
County,  (on  the  resolves  of  Congress,)  proceed  to  Albany, 
and  from  thence  to  Ticonderoga,  in  three  Captains'  com- 
panies, under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  aforesaid)  and 
did  continue  in  the  country's  service  until  the  last  winter, 
when  they  were  dismissed  ;  after  which,  under  the  direction 
of  the  General  in  Canada,  out  of  the  three  companies,  one 
was  formed  to  continue  in  service  through  the  winter  and 
part  of  the  spring. 

Besides  the  aforesaid  companies,  there  went  one  Captain's 
company,  and  part  of  two  or  more  to  join  the  Anny  before 
Boston,  from  the  parts  before  mentioned.  And  your  Peti- 
tioners think  they  are  warranted,  from  the  conduct  of  the 
aforesaid  companies  through  that  campaign,  to  say  that  it 
was  to  the  honour  of  their  country. 

In  addition  to  what  is  now  mentioned,  of  the  readiness 
and  service,  Sic,  on  the  news  of  General  Montgomery's 
repulse  and  death  before  (^uebcck,  the  last  winter,  and  want 
of  troops  in  that  department,  there  immediately  turned  out 
and  went  part  of  a  company  from  the  aforesaid  King's  Dis- 
trict, (joining  with  Captain  Goodrich's  Company,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay;)  and  many  more  would  have  engaged,  but 
distance  from  home,  the  season  of  the  year,  and  shortness 
of  the  preparation  for  leaving  home,  prevented  them. 

Your  Petitionei-s  would  now  inform  that,  since  the  afore- 
said dismission,  the  greater  part  of  said  men  remain  at  home, 
and  the  others  expected  soon,  as  their  time  is  now  expired ; 
and  that,  in  the  raising  the  battalion  in  this  Province  this 
spring,  there  has  been  no  apjjointment  of  officers  in  these 
parts,  (as  a  quota  of  men  widi  the  County  were  in  service,) 
and  the  people  desire  if  it  could  be,  they  may  be  formed 
into  a  battalion,  with  officers  in  the  parts  before-mentioned ; 
to  accomplish  which,  the  good  people  before-mentioned  did 
request  the  Committee  first  mentioned,  and  the  officers  of 
the  Militia,  to  meet  and  inquire  into  the  practicability  of 
forming  a  battalion,  or  part  of  a  battalion,  as  aforesaid ;  and 
if  they  found  there  were  men  who  might  be  spared,  and  who 
were  willing  to  enter  into  their  country's  necessary  service, 
sufficient  for  that  purpose,  to  pursue  such  ways  and  means  as 
to  accomplish  the  same. 

On  which  desire  the  Committee  and  militia  aforesaid  did 
meet,  and,  on  inquiry,  found,  according  to  the  readiness 
manifested  among  the  people,  there  might  be  a  battalion, 
or  part  of  a  battalion  raised,  of  good  and  proper  men  that 
are  heartily  engaged  for  their  country's  good,  accordingly 
petitioned  the  General  Committee  of  the  County  aforesaid, 
desiring  their  assistance  in  procuring  the  same,  (as  the  bat- 
talion to  be  raised  in  the  County  and  Government  were 
officered ;)  but  said  Committee  was  pleased  to  give  your 
Petitionei-s  a  negative  answer.  Since  which,  your  Peti- 
tioners have  resolved  to  lay  before  yoiu-  honourable  body 
their  readiness  to  enter  into  the  Continental  service ;  and 
therefore  have  laid  before  you  this  their  Petition,  and  here- 
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with  send  one  of  the  menibers  of  the  Committee  of  the 
aforesaid  King's  District,  and  desire  that  tlie  subject-matter 
of  this  Petition  may  be  heard,  and  the  privilege  of  a  batta- 
lion, or  part  of  a  battalion,  with  officers  thereto,  from  the 
parts  before  mentioned,  be  directed  to  be  raised  for  the 
Continental  service,  if  wanted,  under  the  direction  of  such 
person  or  pereons  as  your  honourable  body  shall  appoint. 
And  your  Petitioners  in  duty  are  bound  to  pray. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  aforesaid  Committee  and  officers, 
in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  people  aforesaid. 

Dated  King's  District,  Albany  County,  Province  of  New- 
York,  the  18th  day  oi  April,  1776. 

Mat.  Adgate,      Baret  Dver,       ^ 
Asa  Douglass,     Joseph  Wood,      >  Committee. 
Elisha  Pratt,     Peter  Garnsey,  ) 
W.  B.  Whiting, 
Col.  nth  Reg.  Militia,  in  the  County  o/ Albany. 
To  the  Congress. 


extract  of  a  letter  from  fort  GEORGE,  DATED  APRIL 

18,  1776. 

I  arrived  at  this  place  last  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  ex- 
pected to  find  the  lakes  open,  but  am  disappointed.  Gene- 
ral Thomas  left  this  place  yesterday  morning,  and  intended 
to  break  his  way  through  ;  and  this  day  about  forty  batteaus 
went  off  with  the  same  intention,  and  carried  about  five 
hundred  men ;  the  residue  of  the  troops  here,  (about  three 
hundred,)  and  the  cannon,  (four  thirty-two-pounders,  four 
twenty-four-pounders,  four  eighteen,  and  some  nine,  with 
eight  tons  of  powder,)  go  off  in  the  morning.  The  batteaus 
which  went  away  this  day,  we  just  hear,  have  got  above 
twelve  miles.  Colonel  St.  Clair's  Regiment  is  at  Fort 
Edward,  fourteen  miles  below  this,  and  are  ordered  here  to- 
morrow. 

This  day  arrived,  with  their  interpreter,  (Mr.  Deane,)  the 
Indian  Delegates  of  the  seven  tribes  in  Canada,  from  the 
Congress  of  the  Six  Nations,  at  Onondaga.  I  was  intro- 
duced to,  and  had  the  honour  to  take  them  by  the  hand. 
Deane  says  they  have  resolved  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality, 
and  have  a])pointed  deputies  to  attend  our  Indian  Commis- 
sioners at  Albany,  and  may  be  daily  expected  thei'e. 

1  write  this  from  the  spot  where  the  battle  was  fought 
and  Dieskau  taken  prisoner,  by  Sir  William  Johnson,  and 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  Fort  William  Henry,  which 
Montcalm  took. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  April  29,  1776. — Referred  to  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Goldsborough,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Rodney.] 

Williamsburgh,  April  19,  1770. 

Sir:  The  disagreeable  uncertainty  I  have  been  in  (from 
the  circumstance  of  their  being  able  to  fly  in  their  ships  from 
one  spot  to  another)  of  the  enemy's  designs,  has  kept  me 
at  Williamsburgh.  It  is  evident  that  their  original  intention 
was  a^raimt  North- Carolina  ;  but  the  apparently  total  over- 
throw of  their  whole  scheme  by  Colonel  CasweWs  victory, 
makes  it  more  probable  that  they  will  bend  their  force  to 
some  other  quarter;  whether  to  this  Province  or  South- 
Carolina,  it  is  impossible  to  divine.  I  am  myself  more  in- 
clined to  think  that  this  will  be  their  object,  as  the  numerous 
intersecting  navigable  waters  present  them  such  superior 
advantages  ;  though,  at  the  same  time,  I  confess  myself  in 
great  pain  for  South- Carolina. 

The  force  in  that  Province  seems  alarmingly  small.  I  wish 
1  could  afford  to  detach  from  hence  at  least  tiiree  batta- 
lions ;  but  neither  our  number  of  men,  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  our  arms,  nof  the  vast  extent  of  this  Province  (open 
to  attack)  will  admit  of  the  thought.  If  Pennsylvania  could 
spare  three  or  four  battalions  for  the  defence  of  Virginia, 
Virginia  or  North-  Carolina  might  detach  the  sanKj  number 
to  South- Carolina ;  and  as  the  Army  which  was  employed 
in  the  blockade  of  Boston  is  now  set  at  liberty,  I  should 
imagine  this  force  might  be  afforded  us. 

We  are  so  extremely  deficient  in  arms  that  I  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  .sending  an  officer  into  the  back  parts 
of  the  country  to  purchase  all  the  rifles  he  can  procure,  for 
the  Continental  service.  The  arrangement  I  have  made  of 
arming  two  companies  of  each  battalion  with  spears,  will 
render  muskets  and  bayonets  less  necessary  ;  and  the  ease  I 


find  in  reconciling  the  men  to  this  kind  of  arm,  is  a  flattering 
symptom  of  dieir  spirit.  The  price  of  these  rifles,  I  am  told, 
will  be  five  pounds  each ;  but  as  the  article  of  cartouches, 
accoutrements,  and  bayonets,  will  be  saved,  upon  the  whole, 
they  will  not  be  more,  if  so  expensive. 

The  defence  and  security  of  the  capital  rivers,  with  their 
creeks,  are  an  object  of  so  great  importance  that  1  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  direct  as  great  a  number  of  half 
galleys  as  possible  to  be  constructed  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition ;  but  as  the  carpenters  and  other  artificers  in  this 
country  are  so  lazy  a  race  of  mortals  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
expect  any  fruits  from  their  labours,  unless  there  is  a  co- 
ercive power  over  them,  I  thought  it  the  surest  and  safest 
method  to  establish,  or  try  to  establish,  two  companies  of  car- 
pentei-s,  on  the  same  terms  with  those  in  the  Jerseys.  The 
measure  is  absolutely  necessary,  and  I  flatter  myself  it  will 
prove  economy. 

The  nature  of  the  service  here  is  such,  (the  force  not  being 
collected  into  one  point,  but  scattered  in  fragments.)  that  a 
greater  number  of  subordinate  staff  officere  are  requisite 
than  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Armies.  I  have,  therefore, 
taken  the  liberty,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress  is 
further  known,  to  appoint  a  few  who  could  not  be  dispensed 
with.    Enclosed  is  a  list  of  them. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  I  find,  sir,  had  not  apprized 
you  of  their  having  already  raised  a  company  of  Artillery, 
and  appointed  officers.  Captain  Innis,  who  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  it,  though  he  professes  himself  utterly  ignorant 
of  this  particular  branch,  is  a  man  of  great  zeal,  capacity, 
and  merit ;  and  as  there  is  a  vacant  Majority  in  the  Ninth, 
or  Colonel  Flemming's  Regiment,  I  have^ ventured  to  appoint 
him  to  act  in  that  station,  in  hopes  that  the  Congress  will 
confirm  his  commission.  A  body  of  horse  is  a  sine  qua  non 
in  a  country  circumstanced  hke  this.  I  take  the  liberty  of 
enclosing  to  you  an  address  1  published  to  the  young  gen- 
tlemen of  this  Colony  on  the  subject,  and  wish  it  may  meet 
with  your  approbation. 

I  shall  make  Monsieur  Arundel  accountable  for  the  sixty 
dollars ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Congress,  whether  the  expenses  of  his 
journey  should  not  be  allowed.  They  amount  to  thirty  dollars. 
Indeed,  the  pay  of  the  Artillery  officers  and  Engineers  is 
so  wretched  that  I  do  not  see  any  chance  of  procuring  men 
fit  for  the  service  on  the  terms ;  and  if  they  are  procured, 
they  cannot  possibly  subsist,  unless  the  expenses  of  their 
frequent  journeys  are  paid,  for  they  are  obliged,  from  the 
nature  of  their  business,  to  make  more  journeys  riian  other 
officers,  and  not  in  corps,  but  singly.  1  have  been  obliged 
to  subsist  Baron  Hasenback ;  as  likewise  to  furnish  Captain 
Smith,  who  is  now  at  York,  with  money  for  his  expenses. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 
humWe  servant,  Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  is  an  affidavit  transmitted  from  North- 
Carolina,  with  a  resolve  of  their  Provincial  Congress.  I 
forgot  to  mention  that  I  advanced  at  New-York  to  Monsieur 
Arundel  fifteen  dollars,  to  carry  him  to  Philadelphia ;  but  I 
shall  send  to  the  Secretary,  as  soon  as  possible,  an  account 
of  the  several  sums  I  have  advanced.  To-morrow  I  set  out 
to  visit  the  posts  at  Suffolk,  Kemp's  Island,  the  Great 


Bridsre,  &.c. 


C.  L. 


TO   THE    YOUNG    GENTLEMEN    OF    VIRGINIA. 

As  an  Army  without  Cavalry  is,  in  all  conntries,  a  very- 
defective  machine,  but  in  this  Province,  circumstanced  as  it 
is,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  on  the  service  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  credit,  without  a  certain  proportion  of  this  species 
of  troops.  General  Lee  begs  leave  to  address  himself  to  the 
young  gendemen  of  the  different  Counties,  entreating  that 
they  will  form  themselves  into  companies  of  Light  Dragoons, 
consisting  of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Cornet,  two 
Sergeants,  two  Corporals,  and  a  Trumpet  or  Horn-Sounder. 
As  "it  is  intended  and  hoped  that  the  whole  will  be  com- 
posed of  gentlemen  volunteers,  it  will  not  be  expected  that 
they  should  receive  any  pay ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  as  it  is 
not  reasonable  that  they  should  put  themselves  to  the  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  their  horses,  they  are  to  be  allowed 
rations  foi'  them,  as  well  as  for  themselves.  Their  aims 
should  be  a  short  rifle  carbine,  a  light  pike,  of  eight  feet 
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long,  .ind  a  tomahawk.  General  Lee  is  confident,  if  the 
joung  gentlemen  approve,  and  adopt  this  scheme,  they  will 
not  only  do  very  great  honour  to  Uieniselves,  but  very  im- 
portant service  to  their  country. 


JBARYLAND    COUNCIL     OF    SATETV    TO    DELEGATES    IN    CON- 
GRESS, 
i[No.  125.]  Annapolis,  April  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  received  the  Honourable  Mr.  Han- 
•cock's  letter  of  the  16th  instant  yesterday  afternoon,  enclo- 
sing a  recommendation  of  Congress  that  we  should  imnie- 
•diately  cause  the  person  and  papers  of  Governour  Eden  to 
be  seized  and  secured,  and  convey  such  of  the  papei-s  as 
related  to  the  American  dispute  safely  to  Congress ;  and, 
also,  the  person  and  papers  of  ^.  Ross,  and  to  transmit  the 
latter  likewise  to  Congress. 

Previous  to  our  receipt  of  the  above,  we  had  fully  investi- 
gated the  charge  that  the  intercepted  letters  imported,  in 
which  we  conducted  ourselves  agreeable  to  what  we  wrote 
you  by  Mr.  Crreen,  and  finally  concluded  the  affair  with  our 
answer,  a  copy  of  which  we  now  enclose  you.  The  extra- 
ordinary manner  of  communicating  the  intelligence  by  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Virginia  to  us,  with  the  behaviour  of 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore,  give  us  cause 
to  complain  of  the  indignity  offered  our  Board  ;  and  we  can- 
not suppress  our  suspicion  that  matters  have  been  concerted 
so  as  to  prevent  all  information  which  might  otherwise  have 
been  laid  before  you  from  hence.  The  letter  from  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Virginia  is  dated  the  7tli  instant,  and 
was  conveyed  through  Baltimore  to  us  on  the  15th,  about 
three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  by  four  gentlemen  deputed  by  that 
body  to  wait  on  us  with  it,  (whose  conduct  was  very  disin- 
genuous and  exceptionable,)  and  the  resolves  passed  on  the 
16th.  We  are  at  a  loss  otherwise  to  account  for  the  length 
of  tune  the  letter  was  passing  from  Williamsburgh  to  us,  and 
the  expedition  with  which  the  despatch  appears  to  have 
been  ti-ansmitted  from  Baltimore  to  Philadelphia,  the  in- 
structions given  Captain  Samuel  Smith  by  the  Committee 
of  Baltimore,  and  those  given  by  Captain  Nicholson  to  his 
Lieutenant,  copies  of  which  we  likewise  send  you.  The 
originals  came  into  our  hands  accidentally,  and  the  whole 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Baltimore  Committee  were  kept 
from  us. 

Whence  this  unmerited  treatment  has  sprung,  we  can- 
not conceive,  as  we  ever  most  cheerfully  co-operated  with 
and  assisted  the  Colony  of  Virginia  in  such  measures  as  we 
.-could  justify,  from  our  situation,  and  have  always  considered 
the  interest  and  security  of  Baltimore  as  essential  to  this 
Province,  and  acted  correspondently.  With  these  ideas, 
and  reflecting  upon  these  circumstances,  and  being  fully  per- 
suaded the  Congress  would  have  determined  differently  if 
they  had  been  furnished  with  the  same  evidence  upon  which 
we  proceeded,  we  cannot  but  hope  they  will  rest  satisfied 
with  what  we  have  done,  more  especially  as  a  Convention 
is  shortly  to  be  held,  and  we  are  firmly  pereuaded  the  Gc- 
vernour  will  not  stir  from  his  station,  or  do  anything  to  dis- 
turb the  peace  of  the  Province  between  this  time  and  the 
meeting  of  that  body.  We  consider  the  Congress  as  having 
the  supreme  authority  over  the  Continent,  and  look  up  to 
them  with  reverence  and  esteem,  but  that  they  cannot  in- 
terfere, with  uncontrollable  power,  in  the  internal  polity  of 
this,  or  any  other  Province ;  and  herein  we  are  supported  by 
the  resolves  of  the  late  Convention.  If  unhappily,  however, 
tliey  do  not  approve  our  conduct,  we  are  determined  to  call 
a  Convention  with  all  convenient  speed,  and  lay  our  whole 
transactions  before  them,  that  they  may  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  what  we  have  done. 

We  omitted  informing  you  before  that  the  Governour  as- 
sured us,  on  his  honour,  that  he  had  received  no  letters 
from  the  Ministry  at  home  but  those  he  delivered  to  us,  and 
of  which  we  have  heretofore  sent  you  copies.  He  has  also 
given  us  leave  to  search  all  his  papers,  if  we  think  proper. 
We  are  not  convinced  that  he  has  carried  on  any  corres- 
pondence with  the  Ministry  unfriendly  to  America.  If  on 
suspicion  only  we  seize  the  head  of  the  civil  Government, 
all  commissions  of  Magistrates,  Sheriffs,  and  other  officers 
flowing  from  him  must  be  at  an  end,  and  the  Council  of 
Safety  have  no  power  to  fill  up  the  vacancy.  The  Con- 
vention have  this  power  inherent  in  them,  as  Representa- 
.tives  of  tlie  people ;  they  have  not  communicated  it  to  us 


that  we  can  find.  On  seizing  the  Governour,  therefore,  the 
Convention  ought  to  be  immediately  called,  to  take  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  Province  into  their  considera- 
tion, and  make  provision  for  the  civil  department.  If  you 
recommend  calling  it  earlier  than  the  '27th,  we  shall  pay 
due  attention  to  the  day  you  fix  on.  We  bave  done  every- 
thing in  our  power  to  promote  the  interest  and  peace  of  the 
Province,  and  are  firmly  persuaded  that,  if  this  storm  blows 
over,  we  shall  continue  to  enjoy  quiet  some  time  longer, 
if  not  the  whole  campaign,  and,  perhaps,  before  anotlier,  all 
will  be  settled  happily.  We  write  to  the  President  by  this 
opportunity,  and  we  think  ourselves  fortunate  in  having 
William  I'aca  with  us,  and  approving  of  all  we  have  done ; 
and  we  doubt  not  you  would  have  acted,  in  substance,  as  we 
have  done,  had  you  been  here  on  the  spot.  Our  Council, 
consisting  of  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Charles  Car- 
roll, Barrister,  Benjamin  Rumsey,  and  James  Tilghman,  were 
unanimous  in  their  opinion,  and  if  we  are  suffered  to  go  on 
our  own  way,  all  will  end  as  it  should  do.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Governour  is  treated  with  ignominy  and  rigour, 
and  laid  under  aiTest,  and  guarded,  &c.,  we  cannot  tell  what 
will  be  the  consequence.  This  we  are  certain  of,  our  Go- 
vernment will  be  shaken  to  its  very  foundations,  and  in  what 
form  it  would  be  setted  again,  we  know  not. 

A.  Ross  was  taken  by  our  orders  last  Monday,  and 
brought  before  us  yesterday ;  but  as  we  had  not  then  time 
to  inquire  particulariy  into  his  offence,  we  deferred  it  until 
we  had  a  little  more  leisure,  and  committed  him  to  the  cus- 
tody of  a  guard.  If,  upon  examination,  he  should  discover 
anything  which  we  may  a])prehend  will  be  of  service,  we 
will  innnediately  disclose  it  to  you.  We  should  have  been 
glad  to  have  had  a  line  from  you  by  the  express.  We  have 
received  the  money-plates,  &ic. 

And  are  yours,  &ic.. 

To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland  in  Congress. 

N.  B.  A.  Ross  was  represented  in  the  letter  to  the  Bal- 
timore Committee  as  inimical  to  America,  but  not  a  word 
said  of  him  in  that  addressed  to  us.  We  enclose  you  copies 
of  a  leter  from  J.  Rogers  and  R.  Alexander,  and  our  pass- 
port in  consequence  thereof. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Letter  from  R.  Alexander 
and  J.  Rogees,  in  recommendation  of  A.  Ross. 

Philadelphia,  February  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  a  gentleman  of  our 
acquaintance,  has  applied  to  us  to  procure  for  him  from 
Congress  a  passport  to  Lord  Dunmore,  upon  whom,  he 
says,  he  has  a  very  considerable  claim,  which  he  hopes  he 
should  be  able  to  procure,  could  he  have  an  opportunity  of 
making  a  personal  demand.  From  the  multiplicity  of  busi- 
ness now  before  the  Congress,  an  application  of  this  kind 
would  be  attended  with  great  delay,  and  as  a  license  from 
your  honourable  Board  will  be  at  least  as  effectual,  we  take 
the  liberty  of  recommending  him  to  your  indulgence,  being 
well  persuaded  he  will  religiously  observe  any  injunctions 
you  may  think  proper  to  lay  him  under. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

J.  Rogers, 
Robert  Alexander. 

For  Passport  to  Virginia,  vide  No.  32. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  for  Maryland, 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    RICHARD    HARRISON. 
[No,  124,]  Annapolis,  April  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  Captain  Conway,  of  the  Sloop  Molly,  will  deliver 
you  this.     In  the  disposition  of  the  cargo  you  will  please 
observe  our  former  instructions,  and  send  us  any  returns  by 
this  vessel  you  may  have  to  make,  as  she  is  a  prime  sailer. 
We  are,  &ic. 

To  Mr.  Richard  Harrison.  Martinico. 


DOCTOR    BOYD    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  April  22,  1776.] 

Philadelphia,  April  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  did  me  the  honour  to  appoint  me 
Surgeon  to  the  First  Battalion  of  the  Pennsylvania  forces, 
b  December  last,  and  I  did  the  duty  of  Surgeon,  till  the 
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whole  of  the  battalion  had  marched.  I  then  accompanied 
the  Colonel,  and  the  last  of  the  staff  as  far  as  Neiv-York, 
•intending  to  have  gone  on  ;  but  I  was  taken  so  ill,  and  found 
myself  so  unfit  for  service,  in  a  cold  climate,  that  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  me  to  proceed,  and  was  forced  to 
ask  of  Colonel  De  Haas  liberty  to  give  up  the  attempt ;  at 
the  same  time  he  wrote  to  Colonel  McKean,  informing  him 
of  my  illness,  and  that  the  battalion  would  require  some 
person  in  my  place. 

I  think  myself  unable  to  undertake  that  duty  in  so  inhos- 
pitable a  climate,  and  request  the  favour  of  the  honourable 
Congress  to  allow  me  to  resign ;  at  the  same  time,  would 
gladly  serve  my  country,  and  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  such 
department  as  my  health  will  perniit,  and  shall  esteem  it  a 
favour  if  the  Congress  appoint  me  Surgeon  to  one  of  the 
men-of-war,  or  any  other  service  more  consistent  with  my 
health. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant,  „  ,, 

IVOBERT  JiOYD. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  at  Philadelphia. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

New-York,  April  19,   1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  a  letter  from  General 
Schuyler,  containing  enclosures  of  a  very  important  nature ; 
copies  of  which,  I  imagine,  are  contained  in  the  enclosed 
letter  to  you,  and  which  I  thought  it  my  duty  immediately 
to  forward  by  express,  that  they  may  be  laid  before  the  ho- 
nourable Congress,  and  proper  measures  pursued  to  prevent 
the  fatal  effects  which  are  therein  apprehended. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  done  my  utmost  to  forward  the 
four  regiments  ordered  by  Congress,  but  a  variety  of  inci- 
dents have  hitherto  conspired  to  prevent  their  embarcation. 
The  men  had  scarcely  recovered  themselves  from  the  fatigues 
of  their  march  from  Boston,  and  are  quite  unprovided  with 
necessaries.  The  Colonels  of  the  regiments,  though  re- 
peatedly called  upon  for  that  purpose,  had  neglected  making 
out  the  abstracts  for  their  pay.  All  obstacles,  however,  are 
now  removed,  and  I  hope  to  begin  the  embarcation  this 
day.  Indeed,  it  would  have  been  best,  in  my  opinion,  to 
have  sent  the  regiments  raised  in  this  Province  and  New- 
Jersey  upon  that  service,  had  not  the  peculiar  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  raised  prevented  it.  By  the  terms 
of  their  inlistment  they  are  to  serve  during  the  war,  at  five 
dollars  per  month,  on  condition  (as  I  am  iiilbrmed)  that  they 
shall  not  be  sent  out  of  those  Provinces.  Besides,  they  are 
very  ill  provided  with  arms,  some  companies  not  having  any. 
It  must  be  a  great  burden  upon  the  Continent  to  keep"  such 
a  number  of  useless  men  on  pay  ;  and  yet,  if  they  should 
be  dismissed,  and  an  unexpected  supply  of  arms  should  ar- 
rive, it  may  be  found  very  difficult  to  replace  them. 

The  officers  of  the  several  corps  that  have  arrived  here 
have  been  so  busily  employed  in  fixing  their  men  in  quar- 
ters, that  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  procure  an  exact 
return  of  their  numbers.  Some  are  yet  behind  ;  as  soon  as 
the  whole  are  collected,  I  shall  order  the  proper  returns,  and 
transmit  them  to  Congress. 

You  will  please  to  notice  what  Colonel  Hazen  says  of 
the  disposition  of  the  Indians.  In  my  opinion,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  keep  them  in  a  state  of  neutrality  ;  they  must, 
and  no  doubt  soon  will  take  an  active  part  either  for  or  against 
us  ;  and  I  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  whether 
it  would  not  be  best  immediately  to  engage  them  on  our 
side,  and  to  use  our  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  their 
minds  being  poisoned  by  Ministerial  emissaries ;  which  will 
ever  be  the  case  while  a  King's  garrison  is  suffered  to  re- 
main in  their  country.  Would  it  not,  therefore,  be  advisa- 
ble to  send  a  sufficient  force  from  the  back  Counties  of 
Pennsylvania  to  take  possession  of  the  garrisons  of  Nia- 
gara and  Detroit  1  This,  I  think,  might  easily  be  effected, 
and  would  answer  the  most  salutary  purposes.  The  Seneca 
Indians,  who  have  hitherto  appeared  friendly  to  us,  might 
be  usefully  employed  in  this  business. 

I  am  in  hopes  most  of  the  difficulties  mentioned  in  Colo- 
nel Ilazen's  letter  will  be  obviated  by  the  appearance  of  tiie 
respectable  Committee  of  Congress  in  Canada,  and  the 
forces  that  have  been,  and  will  be  sent  there.  The  security 
of  that  country  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us.   This  can- 


not be  done  so  effectually  by  conquest  as  by  taking  strong 

hold  of  the  affections  and  confidence  of  the  inhabitants.   It 

is  to  be  lamented  that  any  conduct  of  the  Continental  troops 

should  tend  to  alienate  their  affections  from  us. 

The  lionourable  Congress  will  be  able  to  judge,  from  the 

papers  sent  them  by  General  Schuyler,  and  the  information 

they  may  receive  of  the  designs  of  the  enemy,  whether  it  is 

expedient  to  send  a  further  reinforcement  to  Canada.     If 

such  should  be  their  determination,  I  stand  ready  to  execute 

their  orders  ;  and  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  „  „, 

(jEORGE  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  is  a  return  of  the  four  Regiments  ordered 
to  Canada ;  besides  which  there  will  be  two  Rifle  Compa- 
nies, a  company  of  Artificers,  and  two  Artillery-men,  all 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  T/wmpson. 


I-  B 

a 

•psijasSQ  1  00     ,      . 

.|x 

•p3iSj«q.i-^iQ  1  -"     •     • 

r^ 

01 

*!^ 

•pB*a 

•      •      ■     -1- 

•paisiiui 

>n  e»   — 

-  |o> 

i 

o 

M 

■z  ^ 
=  S 
n  5 

■save/iiiji 

S  1   g 

1^ 

2 

to 

•!,aj!j  puB  sninja 

.      (M       ■ 

e>5 

>n 

•| 

1- 

I— ( 

'S-)UB3Sj9S 

.        .        . 

n 

eo 

00 

< 
p 
< 

a 

a 
z 

•<! 

< 

•IBIOJ, 

CT.     r^     !-• 

s  $  ^ 

1 

,5 

■qSno(inj  uq  1  —     •      •      • 

- 

O 

e 

i 

•puBOiiuoo  UQ 

-^    c    r- 

m   CO   CO 

1 

1 

1              ,  C^     Ol    oc 

•luasqB  'j^ajg  |  us   tj.  «} 

S3 

1 

•luassjd  '))ois  I  c3   M    w 

■V 

2 

-2 

■Xmp  jqj  ig  'luasojj 

cr.    —    o 

■^     ift     Cl 

•^     CO     CM 

i 

V> 

z 

■a 
■/-■ 

a 

X 

c 

X 

X 

a 

£ 

C 

il 

it 

•sajrj  pun  suitija 

■-3     -^     « 

M 

s 

■siUBaSjag 

S  55  § 

o» 

^^ 

•saiKiv  1    . 

- 

K 

■? 

•siH)  o.in<5  !"•-"" 

- 

*C^ 

b») 

'siaistiui  lauOitr^  1  "*    ~     • 

- 

1 

siumiif|>V  1  ~    ~     ■ 

-       .-,| 

p 

•iiui  |duqn  1    '     —     • 

•M 

c 
o 

'v: 

V. 

a 
S 
o 
O 

•>;iiSiM];jf  1  1-    «-   O) 

<i 

^ 

sMMUM.iiaiT  pii'iaa,;  |  -^    x    •«> 

1  -?» 

■siiiKiiajiia.T  isjij  1  —    «~   •" 

-< 

•SIIIBldl-f)  ,  c~    i~    to 

s' 

•siofB.^    1  ~      1     — 

-  |« 

•s|acii)|.if)-li|Riiaiin(T  1  —    -•    — 

-   1 

•s|an<i;o;i  !■"■'" 

-   1 

P 

§: 

S 

g 

at 

•  oc       • 

:  o  ." 

•  o    a 

J.  a  £ 

_       U       CO 
o     -      J" 

0,(1,0 

O      B      B 
O      O      O 

o   "c     O 

o  t  o 

"^             \ 

c       — 
O         to 
CO       -o 

_     H 

g 

"o 

o 

\ 

CPa.-<» 

cNfu 

5  Ilampt 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 
Head-Quarters,  JVew-Y 

hire.-) 

ork,  April  16, 
(Coiinlcrcign,  f\ 

177 
ihno 

ufA) 

If  the  British  Troops  which  evacuated  Boston,  or  any  part 
of  them,  are  destined  for  this  place,  their  arrival  may  be 
very  soon  expected.  The  Engineers  and  Overseers  of  the 
works  are,  therefore,  to  use  every  possible  despatch  in  com- 
pleting them.  To  this  end,  the  Engineers  are  to  apply  to 
the  Adjutant-General  for  as  many  men  as  can  usefully  be 
employed,  and  he  will  give  orders  accordingly. 

Colonel  Prescott's  Regiment  is  to  encamp  on  Govemom's 
Island  as  soon  as  the  weather  clears.  They  are  to  give  every 
assistance  in  their  power  to  facilitate  the  works  erecting 
thereon.  The  Quartermaster-General  will  furnish  straw  for 
the  tents,  and  fire-wood. 

As  some  inconveniences  have  arisen  to  the  citizens  of  this 
place  by  having  the  countersign  demanded  of  them  so  early 
as  nine  o'clock,  the  General  orders  that  tattoo-beating  he 
delayed  for  the  future  till  ten,  flattering  himself  (as  there 
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is  no  distinguishing  citizens  from  soldiei-s,  nor  any  other  pos- 
sible method  of  keeping  tiie  latter  to  their  quarters,  and,  of 
consequence,  from  rioting  and  disorderly  behaviour)  that  it 
will  be  found  less  inconvenient  to  the  inhabitants  (to  say 
nothing  of  the  security  which  is  to  be  derived  from  it)  to 
give  the  countersign  at  that  hour,  than  submit  to  the  greater 
inconveniences  which  may  arise  out  of  the  neglect  of  it. 
After  this  hour  it  is  strictly  enjoined  upon  the  ofKcei-s  to  see 
that  their  rolls  are  called,  and  that  the  men  are  in  quarters. 

General  Thompson  will  hasten  the  embarcation  of  the 
Regiments  for  Albany  as  Hist  as  possible,  and  is  to  fix  w  ith 
the  Mustermaster-General,  Mr.  Moylan,  upon  a  time  and 
place  for  mustering  of  them.  These  Regiments  may  be 
embarked  and  sent  off,  one  at  a  time,  or  otherwise,  as  it  can 
be  done  quickest ;  the  General  to  set  out  with  the  last. 
The  Colonels  to  prepare  their  muster-rolls  immediately. 

All  persons  having  business  with  the  Adjutant-General 
are  to  repair  to  his  own  office,  and  not  to  Head-Quarters,  to 
transact  it. 

The  General  Court-Martial,  of  which  Colonel  Starke  was 
President,  is  dissolved. 

A  General  Court-Martial  to  sit  to-morrow  morning,  at 
Mr.  France's  Tavern,  at  ten  o'clock.  All  evidences  and 
persons  concerned  to  attend  the  Court. 


(Parole,  Boalon.) 


Hcad-QuartiTs,  New- York,  April  17,  1776. 

(Cutinter>Kn,  Charlesluttn.') 


The  General  being  informed  that  many  of  the  houses 
taken  up  for  barracks  are  much  abused  by  the  soldiers, 
which  is  a  grievance  which  might  be  prevented  by  the  offi- 
cers paying  a  proper  attention  to  their  duty,  and  more  care- 
fully observing  the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  their  men, 
the  Barrackmaster  is  therefore  ordered  to  place  a  proper 
proportion  of  officers  in  the  same  houses  with  the  soldiers, 
wlio  are  to  be  answerable  for  any  mischief  done,  to  prevent 
any  wood  being  cut  upon  the  floors,  or  any  water  or  filth 
thrown  out  of  the  windows,  as  all  damages  wantonly  com- 
mitted must  be  paid  for  out  of  the  pay  of  the  men  quar- 
tered in  the  house  where  such  damage  is  done.  The  offen- 
ders must  also  expect  to  suffer  a  severe  corporal  punish- 
ment for  any  breach  of  these  orders. 

The  officers  are  moreover  expressly  ordered  to  see  that 
the  men's  barracks  are  kept  clean  ;  and  the  General  again 
urges  the  necessity  of  the  same  cleanliness  being  observed 
in  the  person  of  the  soldiers. 

The  Colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  Regiments 
are  to  exert  their  utmost  endeavours  to  complete  their  com- 
panies to  the  establbhment. 

HeaJ-Quarters,  New-York,  April  18,  1776. 
(Parole,  Rhode-faland.)  (Cuunteisien,  Hopkins,) 

The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  have  been  pleas- 
ed to  direct  the  Thanks  of  the  United  Colonies  to  be  presented 
to  the  Officers  and  Soldiere  of  their  Army,  who,  with  unre- 
mitted courage  and  perseverance,  surmounted  every  effort  of 
the  enemy,  and  every  obstacle  of  that  severe  climate,  in  per- 
sisting for  eleven  months  in  the  blockade  and  siege  of  Bos- 
ton, and  finally  forcing  their  enemies  to  make  a  shameful 
and  precipitate  retreat  from  that  once  devoted  town.  This 
honourable  mark  of  the  approbation  of  tiie  Congress  would 
have  been  inserted  sooner  in  the  General  Orders,  had  not 
their  express  gone  to  tlie  eastward  while  the  Army  was  upon 
the  march,  and  arrived  only  last  evening  from  Boston. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  April  19,  1776. 
(Parole,  Lexington.)  (Couner-ign,  Gardner.) 

The  Colonels  and  commanding  officers  of  Corps  are, 
without  delay,  to  make  up  their  Pay  Abstracts,  agreeable 
to  the  order  of  the  14tli  instant,  and  present  the  same  for  an 
order  for  pa)'ment.  Necessary  clothing,  &ic.,  must  be  im- 
mediately provided  for  every  Regiment  and  Company,  and 
the  whole  to  be  in  readiness  for  service  here,  or  elsewhere, 
as  occasion  shall  require,  as  no  excuses  will  be  admitted  to 
retard  or  prevent  a  march  or  embarcation  whenever  neces- 
sary to  be  commanded.  Tlie  Muster-RoJls  must  be  imme- 
diately prepared,  and  the  Mustermaster-General  is  to  muster 
the  whole  as  s(X)n  as  possible. 

The  Colonels  who  have  received  money  for  the  purchase 
of  arms  and  blankets  are  to  make  out  their  account  of  dis- 
bursements, and  lodge  them,  with  the  abstracts,  that  a  final 
settlement  may  be  made. 


All   persons  serving  in  the  Continental  Army  without 
commissions  from  Congress,  are  desired  to  give  in  their 
names  and  emj)loyments  in  writing,  that  the  pro|>riety  of  ■ 
their  appointments,  and  the  nature  of  their  duty,  may  be 
judged  of 

Major  Crane  to  take  the  command  of  the  Continental 
Artillery  at  Aejf-  York.  All  reports  and  returns  of  that  corps 
to  be  made  to  him. 

One  Subaltern,  one  Sergeant,  two  Corporals,  one  Drum, 
and  eighteen  Privates,  from  General  Heath's  Brigade,  to  be 
sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  Montresor's  Island,  as  a  guard 
for  the  Small-Pox  Hospital ;  the  officer,  non-commissioned 
officci-s  and  soldiers,  to  be  men  that  have  had  the  small-pox. 
The  Quartermaster-General  to  supply  a  boat,  and  the  Com- 
missary provisions,  for  the  above  guard. 

James  Britton,  of  Captain  Draper's  Company,  in  Colo- 
nel Bond's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial, 
whereof  Colonel  Baldwin  was  President,  for  quitting  his 
post  when  sentry,  is  found  guilty  by  the  Court,  and  adjudged 
to  receive  twenty  lashes.  The  General  approves  the  sen- 
tence, and  orders  it  to  be  executed  at  such  time  and  place 
as  Colonel  Bond  shall  direct. 


COLONEL    TRUMBULL    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New-York,  April  19,  1776. 

Commissary  Trumbull's  best  respects  to  General  Wash- 
ington, and  informs  that  the  rations  of  provision  supjilied  by 
him  to  the  troops  at  and  near  Cambridge,  per  general  orders, 
were  and  are:  18  ounces  salted  pork,  or  24  ounces  salted 
or  fresh  beef,  or  16  ounces  salted  fish,  per  man  per  diem ; 
1  pound  of  flour  or  bread  per  man  per  diem ;  1  quart  of 
beer  per  man  per  diem,  or  9  gallons  of  molasses  per  one 
hundred  men  per  week  ;  3  pints  of  peas  or  beans  per  man 
per  week ;  6  ounces  of  butter  per  man  per  week ;  ^  pint  of 
rice,  or  1  pound  of  Indian  meal  per  man  per  week  ;  6  pounds 
of  candles  per  one  hundred  men  per  week ;  24  pounds  of 
soft  or  8  pounds  of  hard  soap,  per  one  hundred  men  per 
week. 

That  he  paid  the  officers  their  rations  at  and  after  the 
rate  of  seven  and  a  halfpence,  lawful  money  of  New-Eng- 
land, per  ration ;  in  which  computation,  the  fractions  were 
given  in  favour  of  the  officer.  Pork  was  computed  at  seven- 
ty-seven shillings  and  six  pence  per  barrel ;  flour  at  twenty- 
two  shillings  and  six  pence  per  hundred ;  beer  was  not  to 
be  had  at  Cambridge,  and  molasses  was  generally  given  at 
two  shillings  and  two  and  four  pence  per  gallon. 

Tiiat  he  now  supplies  tlie  same  rations  in  New-York. 
Pork  now  costs  sixty -six  shillings  per  barrel ;  flour  twelve 
shillings  per  hundred ;  and  beer  (which  can  be  had,  and 
molasses  cannot)  costs  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  per 
barrel ;  and  all  other  articles  as  cheap,  and  the  most  of 
them  a  little  cheaper  here  than  at  Cambridge.  The  diffe- 
rence arises  from  the  difference  between  land  and  water 
transportation ;  so  that  there  is  nearly  one  and  half  pence 
difference  in  each  ration  of  bread  or  flour,  and  nearly  one  and 
a  half  pence  in  the  pork  ;  so  that  he  judges  a  ration  here  will 
not  exceed  six  pence,  or  six  and  a  half  pence,  law  ful  money 
of  New-England — equal  to  eight  pence,  or  eight  and  one- 
third  pence,  currency  of  New-  York. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    SCHUVLER. 

New- York,  April  19,  1776. 
Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  12th  instant,  from  Fort  George, 
was  delivered  me,  with  the  enclosures,  yesterday,  by  express. 
I  agree  with  you  that  the  intelligence  is  very  alarming,  and 
requires  the  sliictest  attention.  The  four  regiments  ordered 
from  hence  are  now  embarking,  and  I  hope  will  soon  be 
with  you.  I  need  not  urge  the  necessity  of  forwarding  them 
from  Albany  with  all  possible  despatch.  You  will  have 
with  the  troops  five  hundred  barrels  of  provisions.  The 
Comniissary-General  expects  every  moment  a  large  quan- 
tity from  Connecticut ;  and  what  can  be  spared  of  it  shall 
be  sent  to  you  in  the  same  bottoms  without  delay.  What 
General  Lee  contracted  for  is  not  yet  delivered.  His  sud- 
den and  unexpected  departure  to  the  southward  left  the 
contractors  at  a  loss  where  to  deliver  the  provisions,  and 
apply  for  the  pay.  Tiie  Commissary-General  has  since  re- 
newed the  contract,  and  ordered  tliem  to  send  the  provi- 
sions here. 
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I  have  ordered  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  state  of  our  ma- 
gazine ;  and  if  the  powder  you  request  can  possibly  be  spared,, 
you  shall  liave  it.  I  have  writtten  to  Congress  to  know 
whethei'  they  would  incline  to  send  you  a  further  reinforce- 
ment of  men  ;  but  we  are  yet  in  a  very  uncertain  situation, 
not  knowing  where  the  enemy  may  bend  their  force,  and 
constant  applications  from  all  quarters  of  the  sea-coast,  for 
a  supply  of  men  and  ammunition.  The  recraits  that  have 
been  lately  raised  here  are  totally  unfiunished  with  arms,  and, 
what  is  still  worse,  we  do  not  know  where  to  procure  them. 

You,  wlio  know  the  temper  and  dis])osition  of  the  Savages, 
will,  I  doubt  not,  think  with  me,  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  keep  them  in  a  state  of  neutrality.  I  have  urged  to  Con- 
gress the  necessity  of  engaging  them  on  our  side  to  prevent 
their  taking  an  active  part  against  us,  which  would  be  a 
most  fatal  stroke,  under  our  present  circuinstances.  The 
commotions  among  the  Canadians  is  really  alanning.  I  am 
afraid  proper  measures  have  not  been  taken  to  conciliate 
their  affections,  but  rather  that  they  have  been  insulted  and 
injured,  than  which  nothing  could  have  a  greater  tendency 
to  ruin  our  cause  in  that  country ;  for  human  nature  is  such 
that  it  will  adhere  to  the  side  from  whence  the  best  treat- 
ment is  received.  I  therefore  conjure  you,  sir,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  officers  and  soldiers,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to 
treat  all  the  inhabitants  ( Canadians,  English,  and  Savages) 
with  tenderness  and  respect,  paying  them  punctually  for 
what  they  receive,  or  giving  them  such  certificates  as  will 
enable  them  to  receive  their  pay. 

As  you  are  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  country 
and  its  inhabitants  in  and  about  All/any,  I  think  it  would  be 
best  for  you  to  remain  there,  at  least  until  the  troops  and  all 
their  supplies  are  forwarded  from  thence  to  Canada.  Be- 
sides the  four  regiments  ordered  for  that  service,  I  shall 
send  a  company  of  Riflemen,  a  company  of  Artificers,  and 
two  Engineers. 

I  beg  you  will  continue  to  furnish  me  with  intelligence  of 
every  interesting  occurrence ;  and  believe  me,  most  affec- 
tionately, your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  General  Schuyler.         

ABRAHAM    LIVINGSTON    TO    ISAAC    ROOSEVELT    AND   OTHERS. 

New-York,  April  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to 
you  for  the  performance,  on  your  part,  of  the  contract  be- 
tween US.  I  have,  in  consequence  of  that  contract,  furnished 
myself  with  considerable  sup])lies  for  the  troops ;  and  as  I 
do  not  furnish  near  enough  to  bear  the  expenses,  I  am  now 
to  inform  you  that  I  shall  look  to  you  for  the  damages  I 
have  and  may  sustain  from  the  non-compliance  of  your 
agreement  with  me. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Abraham  liiviNCSTON. 
To  Messrs.  Isaac  Roosevelt,  Nathaniel  WoodhuU,  Abraham 

Yates,  Jun.,  Morris  Graham,  William  Paulding. 


ABRAHAM    LIVINGSTON    TO    THE     NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

New-York,  April  19,  1776. 

Sirs  :  The  contract  I  made  with  the  gentlemen,  in  behalf 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pursuant  to  a  re- 
solution of  the  Continental  Congress,  not  having  been  com- 
plied with  on  their  part,  1  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  the  following  state  of  facts : 

1st.  That  the  day  after  the  contract  between  us  was 
signed,  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton  came  to  this  town  as  Com- 
missaiy  to  the  Fennsylvania  Battalions,  then  expected  here, 
which  so  suddenly  increased  the  price  of  provisions,  that  I 
was  under  the  absolute  necessity,  pursuant  to  my  agreement, 
to  furnish  myself  with  a  very  considerable  quantity  thereof, 
and  at  high  prices ;  and  further,  to  contract  to  a  very  con- 
siderable amount,  which  would  not  have  been  the  case  had 
I,  as  was  universally  expected,  had  the  market  in  my  own 
hands. 

2dly.  That  I  am  at  an  immense  expense  for  Commissa- 
ries at  the  Highlands,  boat  hire,  the  heavy  expenses  of  do- 
mesticks,  and  the  providing  for  live  cattle  now  in  and  near  this 
town  ;  which  expenses  amount  to  near  as  much  as  it  would 
to  furnish  the  whole  Army  now  in  and  about  the  suburbs  of 
this  city. 


3dly.  That  since  the  Minute-men  have  been  disbanded, 
I  have  not  furnished,  altogether,  a  single  full  regiment,  al- 
though I  was  to  have  supplied  five  thousand  men  or  more. 

4thly.  That  I  cannot  expect  any  troops  will  be  supplied 
by  me,  if  tliey  get  greater  allowance  from  the  Commissary- 
General,  whose  arrival  here  has  also  thrown  me  into  new 
difficulties. 

Stilly.  That  paying  me  the  profit  1  expected  to  have 
when  1  contracted,  will  not  by  any  means  compensate,  w  ith- 
out  the  provisions  I  have  on  hand,  and  have  contracted  for, 
are  taken  from  me  at  the  firet  cost  and  charges. 

6thly.  That  akhough  the  cost  of  victualling  the  troops 
does  not  exceed,  but  is  under  the  sum  that  I  received  from 
the  Congress,  yet  if  I  had,  according  to  agreement,  furnished 
five  thousand  men,  a  considerable  sum  would  have  been  due 
to  me,  which  would  have  relieved  me  from  many  difficulties 
with  the  people  with  whom  I  have  contracted.  But  the 
want  of  money  is  a  small  part  of  the  difficulties  1  labour 
under,  by  reason  of  the  contract.  They  vsould  be  better 
explained  by  ocular  demonstration  than  I  possibly  can  do 
on  paper.  1  shall  only  add,  further,  that  above  a  month  of 
the  time  I  agreed  to  supply  the  troops  has  elapsed,  and 
several  and  material  matters,  more  than  1  have  already  men- 
tioned, have  been  omitted  by  Congress,  for  lulfilling  on  their 
part  the  contract  between  us. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Abraham  Livingston. 

To  the  General  Committee  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York. 


LIEUTENANT    PAYNE  TO  NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

New-York,  April  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  As  I  embarked  early  in  defending  the  rights 
of  America,  by  every  means  in  my  power,  I  trust  my  con- 
duct, in  the  late  campaign  against  Canada,  was  becoming 
the  character  of  a  soldier.  As  I  am  still  actuated  by  the 
same  principle  in  preserving  the  freedom  of  my  country,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  express  to  you  my  inclination  to  continue 
in  the  service.  I  signified  to  General  Schuyler  I  would 
rather  serve  in  the  Artillery,  as  I  had  made  it  my  study 
while  Conductor  of  Artillery  in  the  Northern  Department. 
The  General  gave  me  a  line  of  recommendation  to  the  ho- 
nourable Provincial  Congress.  If  the  places  are  made  up 
for  that  department,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  serve, 
either  to  take  the  command  of  the  Marines  on  board  of  one 
of  the  ships-of-war,  or  in  a  marching  regiment.  Should  you 
think  me  worthy  your  confidence,  I  hope  my  future  conduct 
will  give  satisfaction  to  my  country.  1  flatter  myself  I  could 
raise  the  men  in  a  short  time. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

James  William  Payne,  Lieutenant. 
To  the  New-York  Committee  of  Safety. 


ISAAC    GEDNEY    TO    NEW-YORK   COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 
White-Plains  Jail,  April  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  to  acknowledge  your  kindness  in  re- 
moving me  from  the  New-York  Jail  to  this  place,  but  am 
still  unhappy  in  being  detained  from  my  family,  who,  at  this 
season,  want  my  assistance  very  much.  It  is  not  only  the 
aid  I  might  give,  in  kee])ing  my  interest  together,  ^all  of 
which  has  been  earned  by  tlie  sweat  of  my  brow,)  but 
adding  happiness  to  my  family,  and  saving  a  large  family  of 
children  from  running  into  many  vices.  You,  gentlemen, 
who  have  families,  know  the  difficulty  of  keeping  youth 
within  bounds,  when  with  them ;  much  less  can  it  be  done 
by  a  mother. 

I  have  been  in  confinement  near  three  months.  There 
surely  ought  to  be  some  period,  some  end  to  a  man's  suffer- 
ing. If  you,  gentlemen,  think  that  giving  you  good  bail  for 
my  appearance,  as  well  as  for  my  peaceable  behaviour,  will 
answer  the  intention  of  the  law,  I  can,  and  shall  with  plea- 
sure, give  it,  in  any  sum  which  may  be  asked ;  but  to  lie 
here  confined  in  a  jail,  and  know  my  interest  daily  sinking, 
without  one  single  advantage  to  the  publick  that  I  can  con- 
ceive, renders  me  much  more  unhappy  than  the  bare  suf- 
fering of  being  confined. 

If  you,  gentlemen,  can  with  propriety  give  me  enlarge- 
ment, you  will  relieve  a  distressed  family  of  a  wife  and  seven 
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children,  and  lay  under  obligations  your  unhappy  and  very 
humble  servant,  I^^^^  ^^^^^^ 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, New-YorJc.  

COLONEL    NICOLL   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fort  Constitution,  April  19,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  letter  was  intercepted  about  ten  days 
ago  ;  and  as  it  contains  something  that  may  lead  to  a  furtiier 
discovery,  have  sent  it  down  to  you  for  your  direction  how 
to  act  in  regard  to  the  Major  Coldeii  mentioned  in  it.  In 
the  fourth  and  sixth  line,  the  ciphered  word  is  Govemour ; 
and  in  the  seventeenth,  Boston ;  the  name  of  the  signature, 
Robert  Hamilton — a  person  known,  but  not  now  in  this 
Province.  The  person  it  is  directed  to  lives  in  Newlmrgh 
Precinct.  Your  returning  the  letter,  with  your  orders,  will 
be  of  service  up  here. 

Your  Excellency's  humble  servant, 

Isaac  Nicoll,  Covu  Officer. 
To  General  Washington. 

THADDEtrS   BURR   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fairfield,  April  19,  1776. 

Sir:  While  General  T^ee  was  at  Neio-Yorh,  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Gale,  by  his  order,  was  taken  up  as  a  Tory,  and  sent 
to  Colonel  Waterbury,  with  orders  to  send  him  to  Connec- 
ticut, there  to  be  confined.  In  consequence  of  which  orders, 
the  Colonel  sent  him  to  me ;  since  which  he  has  been  con- 
fined to  my  Jail  till  within  a  day  or  two,  when  I  received 
the  enclosed  resolution  of  the  ISew-York  Congress.  He  is 
now  out  upon  his  parole  of  honour.  You  will  observe  that 
the  resolve  of  Congress  is  directed  to  the  Chairman  of  our 
Committee,  who  think  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and 
will  not  act  upon  it.  I  therefore  send  you,  enclosed,  the  let- 
ter upon  which  he  was  taken  up,  (which,  by  the  way,  Mr. 
Gale  says  he  never  wrote  ;)  also.  Colonel  Waterbury's  orders 
and  the  resolves  of  Congress,  that  I  may  have  your  direc- 
tions in  the  affair.  Mr.  Gale  is  an  Englishman,  a  gentleman 
of  good  education,  and  possessed  of  high  notions  in  favour 
of  his  native  countiy ;  is  frank  and  open  in  declaring  his 
sentiments,  but  says  he  never  has,  nor  will  be  active  against 
tlie  Colonies. 

I  confess  it  appears  to  me  a  little  extraordinary  that  Ge- 
neral Lee  should  take  up  a  man  upon  so  slight  evidence, 
and  send  him  out  of  the  Colony,  unheard.  But  of  this  your 
Excellency  will  judge ;  and  I  hope  to  have  your  directions 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Thaddeus  Burr. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


LETTER   FROM   JOHN   McKESSON. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  resolution  of  the  Provincial  Conjiress 
will  show  you  their  opinion  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Gale.  I 
have  it  in  charge  from  the  Provincial  Congress  to  request 
your  order  that  he  may  be  immediately  discharged  from 
confinement. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  McKesson,  Secretary. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  oi  Fairfield  County. 

"In  Provincial  Congress,  New-York,  March  IC,  1770. 

"  The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  that  part  of 
the  Report  of  their  Committee  on  the  8th  of  March  which 
contained  Lord  Stirling's  answer  as  to  the  case  of  Samuel 
Gale ;  and  taking  the  case  of  the  said  Samuel  Gale  into 
consideration, 

"Resolved,  That  this  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  he  ought 
to  be  forthwith  discharged  from  his  confinement,  he  having 
been  taken,  carried  away,  and  imprisoned,  without  any  hear- 
ing, trial,  or  adjudication  whatever. 

"  And  Ordered,  Tiiat  a  Letter  be  written  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  o{  Fairfield  County,  in  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  requesting  the  immediate  discharge  of  the  said 
Samuel  Gale. 

"  Extract  from  tlie  Minutes : 

"John  McKesson,  Secretary." 


JOHN  ELY  TO  GOVERNOUK  TRUMBULL. 

New-London,  April  19,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  think  myself  in  duty  bound  not  only  to 
execute  your  orders,  but  to  inform  your  Honour  of  what 
progress  we  make.  The  Fort  on  the  Neck  I  think  goes  on 
briskly,  considering  the  extent  of  the  works,  and  the  small 
number  of  men  employed  on  said  works.  Colonel  Moit 
and  Mr.  Waters  have  been  absent  for  some  time.  We  ex- 
pect the  Colonel  here  on  Monday.  The  work  has  not  been 
retarded,  as  the  Colonel  gave  me  directions  in  his  absence. 

I  must  just  mention  that  I  find  the  drafting  of  men  makes 
uneasiness  among  the  people.  If  you  should  think  it  neces- 
sarj'  to  inlist  more  men,  1  have  daily  the  refusal  of  them. 

1  sliall  still  pursue  your  orders  ;  and  am,  with  the  greatest 
respect,  your  verj'  humble  servant,  ■.         -p 

To  the  Honourable  Govemour  Trumbull, 


ALEXANDER  ROSS  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Annapolis,  April  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have,  by  your  orders,  been  in  close  con- 
finement ever  since  last  Wednesday  morning,  during  which 
time  I  have  had  feelings  far  beyond  the  power  of  expression. 
Although  I  am  yet  ignorant  of  the  charge  you  have  against 
me,  I  am  persuaded  nothing  can  appear  that  was  not  more 
the  effect  of  necessity  than  inclination.  My  wish,  therefore, 
is,  to  be  heard  by  you  as  soon  as  possible,  when  I  doubt  not 
you  will  act,  and  determine  for  me,  with  that  temper  and 
moderation  which  has  hitherto  been  the  result  of  your  de- 
liberations. I  doubt  not  of  convincing  you  that  my  plan  of 
life  had  been  long  settled  before  this  unhappy  affair,  and 
that  my  views  were  very  different  to  what  I  am  charged 
with.  Maryland  has  always  been  my  favourite  Province, 
and  it  has  always  had  my  warmest  and  best  wishes ;  and, 
if  I  may  be  believed,  I  did  it  all  the  little  service  in  my 
power  while  with  Lord  Dunmore. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  forgive  me  for  troubling  you  at 
this  time,  as  your  own  feelings  will  point  out  my  necessity. 

I  am,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Alexander  Ross. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  COLONEL  WEARE. 

[No.  126.]  Annapolis,  April  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  are  in  hopes  that,  by  this  time,  your  family  are 
much  better  than  they  were  when  you  left  us.  Your  at- 
tendance is  become  necessar}'.  We  want  you  to  take  the 
command  at  Baltimore  Town.  Colonel  Smallwood  is  so 
unwell,  that  Major  Price  cannot  be  spared  from  hence. 
We  are,  fee. 

To  Colonel  Francis  Weare. 


REASONS   FOR   A  DECLARATION   OF  THE    INDEPENDENCE   OF 
THE    AMERICAN    COLONIES. 

1.  The  Colonies  will  be  delivered  from  two  Governments 
directly  opposed  to  each  other. 

2.  The  Colonies  will  be  delivered  from  the  disorders 
which  arise  from  the  unlimited,  undescribed,  and  sometimes 
arbitrary  powers  of  Conventions,  Committees  of  Safety,  and 
Committees  of  Inspection. 

3.  A  criminal  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of  this 
country  will  be  prevented,  or  punished  under  the  article  of 
high  treason. 

4.  The  Colonies  will  be  delivered  from  the  danger  of 
Crown  Officers,  whose  apparent  mterest  it  will  always  be 
to  remain  inactive,  or  to  co-operate  with  the  enemies  of 
America. 

5.  The  British  Constitution  may  be  immediately  restored 
to  each  Colony,  with  the  great  and  necessary  improvements 
of  a  Govemour  and  Council  chosen  by  the  people. 

6.  France  will  immediately  attack  Britain  in  the  most 
defenceless  parts  of  her  Empire,  and  thus  draw  off  her  fleets 
and  armies  from  our  coasts. 

7.  All  the  Powers  of  Europe  will  conceive  such  ideas  of 
our  union,  love  of  freedom,  and  military  resources,  that  they 
will  not  be  tempted  to  accept  of  a  share  in  us  upon  the  con- 
dition of  conquering  us. 

Philadelphia,  April  80,  1776. 
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ON    THE    POWERS    OF    THE     COMMISSIONERS. 

Philadi'lplua,  April  20,  1776. 

The  people  throughout  the  Continent,  and  particularly 
in  this  Province,  have  been  lately  entertained  with  a  fond 
expectation,  and  many  anxiously  look  for  the  arrival  of 
sundry  groat  personages ;  by  some  called  Ambassadors  of 
Peace,  by  others  Ambassadors  of  Corruption,  sent  on  pur- 
pose to  divide  and  conquer ;  and  by  his  most  gracious  Ma- 
jesty they  are  called  Commissioners,  empowered  to  grant 
general  or  particular  pardons  and  indemnities,  in  such  man- 
ner and  to  such  persons  as  they  shall  think  fit.  He  also 
adds,  in  case  that  any  Colony  should  be  disposed  to  submit, 
(despairing  of  success  in  the  present  opposition,)  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  fleet  and  army  which  his  Majesty  has 
so  greatly  augmented  by  taking  into  his  service  a  part  of 
his  electoral  troops,  and  which  is  then  to  act  against  us,  then 
these  Commissioners  shall  have  authority  to  receive  the  sub- 
mission of  such  Province  or  Colony,  which  shall  be  so  dis- 
posed to  return  to  its  allegiance,  and  to  restore  to  it  the  free 
exercise  of  its  trade  and  commerce.  The  act  of  Parliament 
which  is  said  to  authorize  the  Commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  people  oi  Amtricn,  provided  it  be  the  Prohibitory  Act, 
(and  as  no  person  has  been  bold  enough  to  say  that  there  is 
another  for  that  special  purpose,  I  take  it  for  granted  that 
this  is  the  act  so  much  talked  of,)  which  is  now  made  pub- 
lick,  and,  from  the  very  title,  as  well  as  from  the  tenour  and 
consequences  of  it,  tends  to  alienate,  divide,  and  entirely 
separate  us  from  Great  Britain;  no  longer  viewing  us  as 
joint  subjects.  How  absurd  a  falsehood,  then,  to  declare 
that  there  are  such  persons  as  Commissioners  coming  to 
treat  with  America,  to  heal  our  differences,  and  to  restore  to 
us  our  liberty,  or  to  secure  to  posterity  the  privileges  of 
Englishmen.  In  the  act  of  Parliament  before  alluded  to, 
there  is  not  one  word  to  this  effect ;  neither  is  it,  in  substance, 
any  more  than  what  the  King  has  declared  in  his  speech  of 
the  27th  of  October  last,  in  which  he  assures  his  Lords  and 
Commons  that  he  hath  fully  opened  to  them  his  views  and 
intentions,  and  then  adds  :  "  I  shall  give  authority  to  certain 
persons  on  the  spot  to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons 
and  indemnities  ;"  but  not  a  word  of  sending  over  Comniis- 
sionors  to  treat  with  America,  to  effect  a  reconciliation  upon 
constitutional  principles.  Nay,  on  the  contrary,  Governour 
Tryon  has  informed  the  people  of  JVew-  York  that  "  he  has 
it  in  command  from  the  King  to  encourage,  by  every  means 
in  his  power,  the  expectations  of  his  Majesty's  well-disposed 
subjects  in  that  Government  of  every  assistance  and  protec- 
tion the  state  of  Great  Britain  will  enable  his  Majesty  to 
afford  them."  Governour  Martin,  also,  in  his  commission 
of  the  lOth  of  January,  1776,  to  Allan  McDonald  and 
others,  after  setting  forth  that,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and 
authorities  in  him  vested  by  his  Majesty,  he  thereby  com- 
missions, authorizes,  and  empowers  those  persons  to  i-aise, 
levy,  muster,  and  array  in  arms,  for  the  purpose  of  subduing 
the  rebellion,  &tc. ;  and  then  adds,  to  the  end  that  the  people 
who  have  been  deluded  into  rebellion  may  be  made  sensible 
it  is  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  and  Royal  intention  and 
earnest  desire  to  reclaim  them  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty 
and  obedience  to  lawful  Government,  without  involving 
the  country  in  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  if  by  timely  and 
dutiful  submission  they  make  such  extremities  avoidable. 

But  to  return :  If  we  examine  the  transactions  of  Pariia- 
ment,  in  order  to  discover  what  powers  are  given  the  Com- 
missioners now  said  to  be  coming  out,  we  shall  find  that  his 
Majesty,  having  declared  his  intentions  of  granting  commis- 
sions for  the  purpose  of  ])ardoning  such  pereons  as  might 
choose  to  submit  to  the  Commissioners,  the  Pariiament,  by 
virtue  of  a  clause  in  the  Prohibitory  Act,  "  makes  it  lawful 
for  any  person  or  persons  authorized  by  his  Majesty  to  grant 
a  pardon  or  pardons  to  any  number  or  description  of  per- 
sons, by  proclamation  in  his  Majesty's  name,  to  declare  any 
Colony  or  Province,  Colonies  or  Provinces,  or  any  County, 
Port,  District,  or  place,  in  any  Colony  or  Province,  to  be  at 
the  peace  of  his  Majesty."  Now,  for  the  Commissioners  to 
do  anything  more  tiian  this,  is  not  lawful ;  nor  would  the 
Parliament  be  bound  thereby.  This  clause  (and  it  is  the 
only  clause  relative  to  Commissioners)  gives  them  not  the 
least  power  to  treat  with  America  on  any  other  terms  than 
by  our  direct  and  absolute  submission,  without  reserve  ;  nor 
can  his  Majesty  grant  to  such  Commissioners  any  other 
powers  than  what  the  Parliament  has  given  him  authority 
to  grant.     Therefore,  ho  that  expects  a  reconciliation   by 
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virtue  of  Commissioners  empowered  to  treat  with  America 
in  consequence  of  tiiis  act,  expects  it  on  no  other  terms  than, 
on  our  absolute  submission ;  and  it  would  do  credit  to  the 
espousers  of  that  cause  were  they  honest  enough  candidly 
to  avow  their  sentiments  on  this  head ;  but  this  answers  not 
their  purpose,  for  it  would  be  plainly  telling  us  that  we 
should  then  be  treated  by  our  conijuerers  as  subdued  ene- 
mies, and  depriv(;d  of  the  liberty  of  assenting  or  dissenting 
to  the  disposal  of  our  property. 

So  that  ujK)n  a  review  of  the  foregoing  circumstances,  I 
think  we  have  very  little  reason  to  believe  that  Commis- 
sioners are  coming ;  or,  if  they  are,  I  am  confident  it  must 
appear  very  evident  to  every  impartial  person,  that  they  are 
not  coming  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  peace  to  the  Colo- 
nies, but  at  the  expense  of  our  libeity  and  property ;  nor 
for  effecting  a  constitutional  reconciliation  with  our  cruel 
and  unnatural  stepmother  on  any  other  terms.  If  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  were  disposed  to  heal  the  differences 
now  subsisting  between  her  and  the  Colonies,  why  did  they 
reject  the  motion  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  by  tho 
Honourable  Mr.  Luttrell,  to  empower  the  Conmiissioners  to 
treat  with  any  Convention,  Congress,  or  Assembly,  of  one 
or  more  Provinces  ?  Tliey  well  knew,  and  all  the  enemies 
of  American  liberty  who  have  fled  to  the  Ministry,  and  are 
now  begging  their  protection  and  support  from  the  impover- 
ished revenue,  could  declare,  that  all  the  Assemblies  through- 
out the  Continent  referred  the  motion  which  Lord  North 
made  in  Parliament  last  year  to  the  Congress :  how  absurd, 
then,  to  think  of  treating  with  the  Colonies  separately. 
Were  the  Parliament  really  desirous  of  peace,  would  they 
risk  it  on  the  present  plan  which  is  now  talked  of?  No ; 
the  Commissionei-s  would  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  Con- 
gress without  delay.  But  this  is  not  their  drift.  The  Prime 
Minister  continues  in  the  maxim  he  adopted  last  year,  to 
divide  and  conquer.  Every  measure  he  adopts  proves  this  to 
be  his  creed.  And  after  subduing  you  he  may,  perhaps, 
think  a  particular  share  of  the  confiscated  estates  a  proper 
and  reasonable  compensation  for  his  indefatigable  pains, 
assiduity,  and  care,  in  scheming  and  contriving  your  ruin. 
Beware,  then,  of  every  offer  of  clemency,  favour,  and  pro- 
tection, lest,  like  the  poor  victims  in  Boston,  you  smart  for 
it  in  the  end ;  they  vainly  thought  themselves  safe,  whilst 
under  the  protection  of  a  few  mercenaries,  but  were  de- 
ceived. Remember  the  treaty  made  between  General  Gage 
and  the  Selectmen  of  Boston,  whereby  he  disarmed  the  in- 
habitants ;  and  forget  not  how  he  observed  it.  This  very 
General  is  now  engaged  in  assisting  the  enemy  to  form  their 
last  plan.  No  publick  censure  passed  upon  him  for  his 
treachery  ;  which  shows  they  fully  approved  it.  Can  you 
confide  in  the  treaties  of  such  enemies  ?  Look  at  Lord 
Mansjield's  speeches,  and  be  convinced  of  the  folly  of  such 
expectations,  particularly  his  last,  published  in  the  Evening 
Post  of  the  9th  instant.  Fail  not,  then,  to  unite  in  every 
measure  the  patrons  of  our  liberty  may  think  necessary  for 
our  preservation.  Be  cautious  how,  by  show,  or  appearance 
of  disunion,  you  add  to  the  numbers  already  slain,  and  in- 
crease those  torrents  of  blood  which  have  already  flowed  in 
defence  of  our  liberty.  I  am  certain  that  there  is  not  a 
more  effectual  method  of  augmenting  the  number  of  martyrs 
to  their  country,  than  a  submission  of  any  Colony,  or  a  part 
of  any  Colony,  to  the  tools  of  Administration.  Suppose,  for  a 
while,  (what  I  hope  may  never  be  accomplished,)  that  such  a 
disunion  takes  place,  and  conquest  on  the  part  of  the  King's 
troops  ensues,  what  a  dreadful  catastrophe  appears  1  Who 
can  answer  for  the  numbers  that  shall  be  slain  in  battle,  and 
in  cold  blood  ?  For  a  just  representation  of  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  such  a  conduct,  suffer  me  to  lay  before  you  the 
proceedings  and  cruelty  of  a  British  Army  after  conquering 
Rebels,  as  handed  to  us  by  a  noted  English  historian.  Though 
they  were  Rebels  against  the  State,  and  we  are  not,  yet,  aa 
we  are  both  involved  in  the  same  character,  we  must  expect, 
if  conquered,  the  same  merciless  treatment.  "  In  the  month 
of  May,  (says  Smollet,)  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  advanced 
with  the  armies  into  the  highlands,  as  far  as  Fort  Augustus, 
where  he  encamped,  and  sent  off  detachments  on  all  hands 
to  hunt  down  the  fugitives,  and  lay  waste  the  country  with 
fire  and  sword.  The  Castles  of  Glengary  and  Lochiel  were 
plundered  and  burned  ;  every  house,  hut,  or  habitation,  met 
with  the  same  fate,  without  distinction ;  all  the  cattle  and 
provision  weie  carried  off;  the  men  were  either  shot  ujx)n 
the  mountains  like  wild  beasts,  or  put  to  death  in  cold  blood, 
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without  form  of  trial ;  tlio  women,  after  having  seen  their 
husbands  and  fathers  murdered,  w  ere  subjected  to  lirutal  vio- 
lation, and  then  turned  out  naked,  with  their  children,  to 
stan'e  on  the  barren  heaths ;  one  whole  family  was  enclo- 
sed in  a  barn  and  consumed  to  ashes.  Those  ministers  of 
vengeance  were  so  alert  in  the  execution  of  their  oflice,  that, 
in  a  few  days,  there  was  neither  house,  cottage,  man,  nor 
beast,  to  be  seen  in  the  compass  of  fifty  miles."  Nor  did 
their  cruelty  stop  here :  "  Fifty  officers  (says  our  historian) 
were  dragged  in  captivity  to  a  strange  country,  denied  the 
privilege  of  trial  in  the  country  where  the  act  of  treason  was 
said  to  have  been  committed,  and  there,  (far  from  their  friends 
and  connexions,  and  destitute  of  means  to  produce  evidence 
in  their  favour,  even  if  they  had  been  innocent  of  the  charge,) 
being  found  guilty,  suffered  an  ignominious  death." 

Having  thus  laid  before  you  the  proceedings  of  a  cruel 
British  Army,  when  concjuering  Rebels,  let  us  apply  it  to 
ourselves.  If  conquered  or  subdued  to  submission,  we  have 
no  better  fate  to  expect,  for,  however  just  our  cause  may  be, 
yet  the  herald  of  Majesty  has  proclaimed  us  Rebels  ;*  and 
this  Proclamation,  however  iniquitous  it  may  appear  in  the 
sight  of  a  just  God,  and  the  impartial  publick,  will  be  a 
sufficient  salve  for  these  ministers  of  vengeance,  whose  ears 
are  shut  against  the  cry  of  distress,  in  executing  the  orders 
of  their  tyrannical  Sovereign ;  and  whose  hearts  thirst  for 
the  blood  of  their  fellow-creatures.  They  will  not  hesitate  to 
destroy  your  defenceless  towns  :  witness  Charlcstown,  Fal- 
mouth, Stonington,  Bristol,  and  Norfolk.  They  will  exert 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  lay  waste  your  villages  and  cot- 
tages without  distinction,  where  their  arms  may  give  them 
the  victory.  Those  who  may  chance  to  fall  into  their  hands 
as  prisoners,  must  suffer  a  long  and  dismal  confinement  in 
their  dark  dungeons,  loaded  with  irons,  and  denied  the  com- 
forts and  necessaries  of  life ;  transported  in  these  caverns 
three  thousand  miles  distance,  and  then  further  confined  in 
their  loathsome  jails,  to  which  death  itself  would  be  a  happy 
alternative,  but  their  cruelty  and  revenge  forbids  it.  For  a 
proof  of  this,  turn  your  attention  to  the  distress  and  suffer- 
ings of  the  brave,  though  unfortunate  Allen.  In  a  word, 
what  is  it  their  relentless  fury  would  not  accomplish  ? 
Neither  the  persons  of  your  wives  nor  your  daughters  would 
be  sacred,  but  would  soon  fall  a  prey  to  those  ravagers,  whose 
greatest  glory  is  in  the  violation  of  virtue.  Nor  let  those 
who  submit  foolishly  hope  to  fare  better.  Lord  Mansfield 
tells  you,  that  the  Rebels  at  Preston  submitted  on  promise 
of  pardon,  and  they  pleaded  it  on  their  trials,  but  it  availed 
them  not ;  though  he,  in  the  same  breath,  assures  the  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  commanding  officer  had  full  power  to  receive 
their  submissions  and  grant  pardons.  Will  submitters  in 
America  fare  better? 

From  a  retrospective  view  of  these  horrid  cruelties,  is 
there  a  man  on  the  Continent  who  would  wish  to  contribute 
to  the  success  of  so  treacherous  a  scheme  ?  I  fear  there  are  a 
few.  Few  indeed,  I  hope  they  are,  and  heartily  pray  they 
may  never  increase.  Be  cautious,  then,  ye  political  scrib- 
blers how  ye  make  parties  or  divisions  amongst  us,  for  be 
assured,  though  we  abhor  to  imitate  those  merciless  merce- 
naries, yet,  when  provoked,  the  guilty  shall  feel  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  people's  wrath,  to  the  terror  of  those  who  may 
be  alike  wicked  and  corrupt. 

Let  the  world  know,  that  although  we  have  thus  suffered, 
yet  we  have  not  leanit  to  partake  of  their  cruelty.  Those 
whom  chance  of  war  have  put  into  our  hands,  and  whose 
lives  are  entirely  at  our  mercy,  are  not  otherwise  confined 
than  by  parole ;  and  such  who  refuse  to  give  their  parole, 
instead  of  being  confined  in  dark  dungeons,  loaded  with 
irons  like  the  unhappy  prisoners  of  Boston,  inhabit  the 
chambers  of  the  best  Inn  this  city  affords ;  to  whom  also 
tlieir  friends  and  acquaintances  have  free  access.  Go  on, 
then,  my  brethren  and  fellow-countrymen,  to  conquer,  and 
treat  with  mercy  the  unfortunate ;  such  acts  are  recorded  in 
Heaven,  the  Ruler  of  which  has  most  singularly  espoused 
your  cause. 

To  conclude :  If  Commissioners  should  come,  whatever 
may  be  the  change  or  appearance  of  things,  persevere  in 
unanimity  ;  upon  no  pretence  whatever  (as  ye  regard  success 
in  the  present  contest)  be  divided  ;  and  ere  many  days  have 
elapsed,  or  the  infant  you  now  fondly  doat  upon  be  arrived 

*  Nay,  morn,  we  are  declareil  Rebels  by  Act  of  Parliament ;  which  was 
not  the  case  of  the  Scotch  Rebels.  This"  fully  shows  what  we  are  to  ex- 
pect. 


to  manhood,  Great  Britain  may  know,  and  all  the  worid 
experience,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Aort/i-^wenVo  are  in- 
spired with  a  noble  zeal  for  liberty  and  independence ;  that 
thouo^  once  cnielly  used  by  our  ste])mother,  who  will  then 
be  enslaved  by  domestick  tyranny,  yet  these  Colonies  are 
preserved  as  an  asylum  of  true  British  liberty ;  that  their 
greatest  glory  will  be  to  give  freedom  to  the  enslaved ;  and 
that  they  will  ever  rejoice  to  see  the  virtuous  sons  of  Britain 
partake  of  the  sweets  of  a  free  American  Constitution,  w  hich, 
I  trust,  will  effectually  and  for  ever  be  guarded  against  the 
attaclis  of  every  kind  of  despotism. 

The  Watchman. 


JOHN  HANCOCK  TO  GENERAL  WASUINCTON. 

I'liiladelphia,  April  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  polite  attention  which  your  goodness  has  in- 
duced you  to  pay  to  m(!  and  my  private  affaii-s,  particularly 
while  you  were  at  Boston,  makes  me  take  tlie  libeity  of  re- 
questing you  to  spare  your  Aid-de-Canip  a  few  days.  If 
Mr.  Palfrey  could,  consistent  with  the  service,  be  permitted 
to  pass  two  or  three  days  with  me  in  this  city,  on  business 
of  importance  to  me,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  favour. 
I  would  not,  however,  solicit  his  presence  here,  or  even  think 
of  such  a  thing,  if  it  cannot  be  done  without  prejudice  or 
detriment  to  the  publick  good,  or  any  inconvenience  to 
you. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  truest  esteem,  your  most  obedient  and 

very  humble  servant,  ■,         u 

•'  '  John  Hancock. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  April  20, 1776. 

Sir:  Your  several  letters  of  the  24th  and  27th  oi March, 
the  1st,  4th,  and  15th  instant,  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving 
in  the  order  of  their  dates  ;  by  the  last  of  which  I  learn  with 
pleasure  that  you  had  safely  arrived  at  New-  York.  The 
dispositions  you  made  to  expedite  the  enibarcation  of  the 
troops  were  highly  pro))er  and  judicious. 

Too  much  despatch  cannot  be  used  in  sending  the  batta- 
lion to  (^uchcck,  as  it  frequently  happens,  in  conducting  such 
important  aflairs,  that  a  week,  a  day,  even  an  hour,  proves 
dtcisive,  and  the  greatest  advantages  are  thereby  either 
gained  or  lost  forever. 

The  resolutions  of  Congress,  as  far  as  they  relate  to  your- 
self, or  those  of  your  letters  that  have  come  under  their  con- 
sideration, I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  and 
am,  sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  regard,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  at  Neio-  York. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia,  April  20,  1776. 

Sir:  1  do  myself  the  honour  of  transmitting  herewith  the 
resolutions  of  Congress,  under  the  hand  of  the  Secretary,  as 
far  as  they  relate  to  your  own  conduct.  You  will  perceive 
they  have  ordered  four  Battalions  to  (^iicbeck ;  and,  by  let- 
ter from  General  Washington,  1  understand  they  are  pre- 
paring to  march  with  the  greatest  expedition. 

I  expect,  very  soon,  to  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  writing 
more  fully.  In  the  mean  time  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
w  ith  every  sentiment  of  regard,  yours,  &c., 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  General  Schuyler,  at  Albany. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO  COLONEL    LOWREY. 

Philadelphia,  April  20,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  charge  from  Congress  to  direct  your  im- 
mediate attention  to  the  enclosed  resolve  of  Congress,  for 
the  purchase  of  two  thousand  bairels  of  pork,  which,  when 
purchased,  or  part  thereof,  you  will  forward  in  the  most  ex- 
peditious manner  to  General  Schuyler,  at  Albany.  As  it  is 
of  great  importance  the  Army  in  Canada  should  be  well 
supplied,  you  will  exert  yourself  to  effect  this  purchase 
speedily.     Whenever  you  send  or  draw  for  the  money,  your 
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bill  on  me  shall  meet  due  honour  for  twenty  thousand  dol-  to  request  tliat  you  repair  to  Cape-Anne,  and  comply  with 

'*'^'  the  several  mattei-s  in  the  said  copy,  respecting  the  harbour, 

_  My  respects  to  Mrs.  Lowrey.     I  hope  I  shall  soorf  have  fortifications,  &c.,  and  return  him  your  report  in  a  clear  aiid 

time  to  write,  and  thank  you  and  Mrs.  Lowrey  lor  yofir  po-  full  manner. 

•'t^"^^-    .  Iam,&tc.,  R.H.  Harbison,  ^td-A;.C«m». 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant,  To  Cohnd  Richard  Gridky. 
John  Hancock,  ^resident.  rT>    «-  i      i  rr         t- 

[ lo  Colonel  JJenry  Knox  the  same  as  the  preceding  let- 
ter,  to  go  to  New-London.] 


To  Thomas  Lowrey,  Esq. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GOVERNOUR    TRUMBULL.  ' 

New-York,  April  20, 1776. 

Sir  :  By  the  returns  just  delivered  me  of  the  state  of 
our  ammunition,  I  find  we  are  greatly  deficient  in  the  arti- 
cle of  ball ;  and  as  I  understand  a  large  quantity  of  lead 
has  been  manufactured  at  Middktown,  in  your  Government, 
I  must  heg  the  favour  of  you  to  forward  as  much  as  you 
can  spare  to  me,  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sii-,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Govemour  Ti-umbuU. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO   NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE   OF 


SAFETY. 


New. York,  April  20,  177fi. 
Gentlemen  :  I  thank  you  for  the  polite  and  ready  atten- 
tion you  paid  to  my  requisition  of  the  17th  instant.  When 
the  civil  and  military  powers  co-operate,  and  afford  mutual 
aid  to  each  other,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  things  going 
well.  I  have  now  to  request  the  favour  of  your  infoimation, 
in  what  manner  and  in  what  time  a  body  of  two  thousand, 
or  two  thousand  five  hundred  Militia,  might  be  collected 
from  this  Colony,  for  actual  service,  upon  any  sudden  emer- 
gency. 

Although  we  may  not,  and,  I  trust  in  God,  shall  not  have 
occasion  for  their  aid,  common  prudence  does  nevertheless 
dictate  the  expediency  of  a  preconcerted  plan  for  calling 
them  in,  that,  in  case  of  necessity,  they  may  be  drawn  to- 
gether in  proper  corps,  without  tumult  or  disorder,  and  at 
die  same  time  with  the  utmost  expedition.  This  will  not 
be  the  case  if  men  are  not  regularly  imbodied,  and  notified 
that  they  are  to  step  forth  at  a  moment's  warning. 

The  idea  that  strikes  me  as  the  most  proper  to  be  pursued 
at  present  is,  to  estabhsh  out  of  the  Continental  forces 
good  look-outs  on  the  Heights  and  Highlands,  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour,  who,  upon  the  appearance  of  a  fleet, 
shall  make  such  signals  as  (being  answered  from  place  to 
place)  shall  convey  the  earliest  intelligence  to  Head-Quar- 
ters, of  the  strength  and  approach  of  the  enemy.  The^e 
signals,  for  greater  certainty,  to  be  followed  by  expresses  ; 
and  then,  in  case  anything  formidable  should  appear,  for  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  (if  sitting,  if  not,  those  to  whom  the 
power  shall  be  delegated,)  upon  application  from  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Continental  forces,  to  order  in  two 
or  more  battalions,  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  may  require  ; 
or,  for  greater  despatch,  such  Militia,  or  such  part  of  them 
as  shall  be  allotted  to  this  service  by  the  Committee,  might 
be  assembled  (if  in  the  town  or  vicinity)  by  signals,  to  be 
agreed  on. 

A  mode  of  proceeding  of  a  similar  kind  concerted  with 
Jersey,  would  bring  in  a  reinforcement  speedily,  and  with- 
out those  irregularities  and  unnecessary  expenses  which  but 
too  frequently  attend  the  movement  of  Militia. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I  have  expressed  my  sentiments  to  voii 
ujx)n  the  occasion.  Your  prudence  will  suggest  to  you'fhe 
necessity  of^  adopting  these  or  other  methods  of  a  like  nature, 
and  your  wisdom  will  point  out  the  most  effectual  and  expedi- 
tious manner  of  carrying  tiiem  into  execution.  I  therefore 
submit  them  to  your  consideration  ;  and  am,  with  great  re- 
spect, gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Co- 
lony of  New-  York. 


ROBERT    H.    HARRISON   TO    COLONEL    GRIDLEY. 

New- York,  April  20,  1776, 
Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  General  f^Vash- 
ington,  to  transmit  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which 
he  received  from  a  Committee  of  Congress  yesterday,  and 


CAPTAIN    WILLET    TO    NEW-YORK     COMMITTEE     OF     SAFETY. 

New-York,  April  20,  177C. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  is  the  warrant  from  the  honourable  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  directed  to  me,  for  the  purpose  of  raisin;^ 
a  company  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies.  As  1  am 
satisfied  I  have  done  my  duty  with  faithfulness  and  integrity 
since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  serving  my  country  in  a 
military  capacity,  I  can  by  no  means  submit  to  the  indignity 

of  being  superseded.  ,, 

*      ^  Marinus  Willet. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress, 
or  Committee  of  Safety.  ( 


To  the  Honourabk  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony 

of  New- York. 
The  Memorial  of  John  Dunlap,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  humbly  showeth  : 

That  your  Memorialist  is  desirous  to  demonstrate  his 
attachment  to  the  liberties  and  cause  of  his  country  in  any 
manner  in  which  he  may  be  most  serviceable  to  the  publick 
weal ;  that  he  has  spent  upwards  of  three  weeks  at  the  pub- 
lick  works  in  and  about  this  city,  until  the  inhabitants  were 
dismissed  that  service ;  that  your  Petitioner  has  been  many 
years  engaged  in  such  business  as  habituated  him  to  ac- 
counts, and  flatters  himself  that  he  might  be  useful  to  the 
publick  in  any  station  that  required  his  attention  in  that 
way ;  that  the  number  of  his  family  and  circumstances  are 
such  as  require  that  the  fruits  of  his  service  might  render  a 
small  allowance  towards  their  support. 

Your  Memorialist  humbly  prays  that  the  honourable 
Committee  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  him  to  any  such  sta- 
tion or  employment  as  they  may  think  fit,  and  judge  him 
qualified  to  execute,  for  the  benefit  of  his  country,  and  con- 
sistent with  the  circumstances  above-mentioned. 

And  your  Memorialist  shall  ever  pray. 

John  Dunlap. 

New-York,  AprU  21,  1776. 

RYNIER   van    HOSEN   to   the    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF 

SAFETY. 

New-York  Jail,  April  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Permit  me  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been 

confined  almost  three  months ;  and  in  the  course  of  that 

time  have  never  been  admitted  to  a  hearing,  in  order  to 

clear  up  the  charge  that  is  against  me.     I  have  a  wife  and 

six  young  infants,  who  now  suffer  through  want ;  likewise 

my  land  lies  waste,  having  no  friend  to  cultivate  it.     So 

hope  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  grant  me  a  hearing,  and  . 

oblige  your  humble  servant,  „  ^r      ,t 

°    •'  '  Kynier  Van  Hosen. 

To  the  New-York  Committee  of  Safety. 


RICHARD  NORWOOD  TO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

New- York,  April  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Pursuant  to  your  order  of  the  23d  Febru- 
ary, I  have  received  the  muskets  and  other  accoutrements 
from  Colonel  Waterbury,  and  have  had  them  appraised 
by  Messrs.  Jacamiah  and  William  Allen.  The  number  of 
muskets  is  twenty-three,  valued  at  eighteen  pounds  seven- 
teen shillings ;  one  pistol  and  two  pair  of  holsters ;  eight  old 
swords  are  valued  at  one  pound  ton  shillings ;  and  two  pis- 
tols are  likewise  valued  at  sixteen  shillings. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Richard  Norwood. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  oi  New- York. 

P.  S.  Some  of  the  above  anus,  with  a  little  repair,  will 
be  fit  for  service.  Mr.  Norwood  would  have  an  order  to 
repair  the  above  guns,  and  some  repairs  to  the  magazine. 
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I  Return  of  Powder,  Ball,  and  Flints,  found  in  the  Powder-House,  and  received  at  different  times  from  the  I2th  of 
Februarv-,  1776,  to  the  '■20th  o/ April,  1776,  inclusive ;  also,  of  the  Powder,  Ball,  and  Flints,  ddivercd  out  from  the 
I6th  o/FEBBUARr,  1776,  to  20th  April,  1776,  inclusive. 
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The  above  is  a  true  Return  of  the  Powder,  Ball,  and  Flints,  received  in,  and  delivered  out  of,  the  Provincial  S(ore  of  the  Colony  of  New- Y  rk. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New-  York.  RICHARD  NORWOOD,  Commissary  oj  Colony  Stores. 


GOVEKNEUR    MORRIS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Morrisania,  April  20,  1776. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  your  Excellency  upon  a 
subject  so  much  out  of  my  own  line,  that  I  must  be  entirely  in 
your  equity  as  to  the  charge  of  impertinence.  I  hope  to  be 
acquitted. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  have  ordered  that  the  sick  sol- 
diery should  be  transported  to  an  Island  called  Little-Bam 
Island;  which  was,  and  perhaps  still  is,  the  property  of 
Captain  John  Montresor,  an  Engineer  in  the  Ministerial 
Army.  The  choice  of  this  particular  spot  for  that  purpose 
induces  me  to  suspect  that  they  were  actuated  in  some  mea- 
sure by  those  illiberal  prejudices,  which  have  great  weight 
in  little  souls ;  for  certainly  it  must  be  rather  inconvenient 
to  place  the  sick  upon  an  Island,  at  nine  miles  distance  from 
the  Army.  It  seems  to  be  rather  more  rational  to  erect 
buildings  for  their  reception  on  tiie  high  grounds  near  Hud- 
son's River,  to  the  westward  of  Harlaem,  a  situation  at 
once  healthy  and  easy  of  access.  Or,  if  an  insular  position 
is  Indispensably  necessary,  then  Behenna's,  and  especially 
BlackweWs  Island,  will  be  found  much  better  adapted  to 
the  purpose,  being  nearer  the  city,  and  a  convenient  ferriage 
to  either  from  the  Fort  at  Home's  Hook.  And  the  pro- 
prietors of  those  Islands  would,  I  believe,  gladly  let  any 
houses  they  can  spare  for  that  use. 

My  reason  for  troubling  your  Excellency  on  this  occasion 
is,  that  when  Mr.  Montresor  went  to  Boston,  the  Island 
was  put  in  the  possession  of  (I  believe  conveyed  to)  John 
Tudor,  Esq.,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Council  for  the  Bermuda 
hlands,  wlw  came  hither  in  the  pursuit  of  health.  He  has 
found  it  where  he  now  is,  and  thinks  it  inhospitable  to  the 
stranger  to  turn  him  out,  instead  of  taking  him  in.     The 


lower  orders  of  mankind,  blessed  in  the  bluntness  of  their 
perceptions,  may  receive  a  pecuniary  compensation  for  any 
inconvenience ;  but  your  Excellency  best  knows  how  pre- 
cious are  the  feelings  of  a  gentleman :  publick  money  can 
neither  purchase  or  alleviate  them.  If  we  banish  this  pau- 
*re  malade,  it  is  worth  while  to  consider  how  much  his  tale 
will  be  repeated  against  us.  The  uncharitable  will  say  it 
was  a  pique,  because  he  holds  a  feather  under  the  King. 
The  mildest  judges  will  discover  some  harsh  features  in  the 
piece. 

I  trespass  too  much,  sir,  upon  your  patience.  I  have  no 
other  excuse,  but  that  Mr.  Tudor  requested  me  to  mention 
the  matter  to  your  Excellency  ;  let  me  add,  that  I  receive 
pleasure  in  furnishing  the  occasion  for  that  happiness  which 
you  receive  in  doing  good. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

GovERNEUR  Morris. 
To  General  JVashino'ton. 


JOHN    HATHORN   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Warwick,  April  20,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  herein  made  a  return  of  the  officers 
chosen  in  Captain  John  Miner's  Company  of  Minute-men, 
of  the  Regiinent  of  Florida  and  Warwick,  in  the  Precinct 
of  Goshen,  and  County  of  Orange,  agreeable  to  a  return 
made  to  me  by  two  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of 
this  Precinct,  declaring  their  attending  at  the  election  of  the 
said  company,  on  the  26th  day  oi March  last;  and  were 
chosen  (agreeable  to  a  certain  resolve  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  this  Province,  made  respecting  the  regulation  of 
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the  Militia  and  Minute  Companies)  Abraham  Dohon,  First 
Ijieiitenant ;  J^athan  Sayre,  Second  Lieutcsnant,  and  Asa 
Wimer,  Ensign ;  and  hope  your  honourable  body  will  Issue 
commissions  accordingly. 

I  am,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee,  your  most  obedient 
and  humble  servant,  j^^^  Hathorn,  Chairman. 

To  the  iVett"- Yorit  Congress. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  AN  OFFICER  AT  FORT  GEORGE, 
DATED  APRIL  20,  1776. 

We  came  here  two  days  ago,  and  found  the  lake  still 
closed  with  ice ;  yesterday  it  all  vanished,  when  Dr.  Frank- 
lin and  the  other  Delegates  immediately  embarked  on 
board  batteaus,  and  crossed  the  lake.  Our  regiment,  with 
sundry  other  troops  from  New-England  and  the  Jerseys, 
set  out  at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning.  The  whole  of  the 
troops  that  are  now  on  the  lake  and  here,  will  amount  to 
upwards  of  fifteen  hundred  men  ;  so  that  I  think  we  shall 
make  a  very  respectable  figure  before  Quebeck  when  we  all 
arrive ;  and  I  hope  we  shall  not  lay  long  there,  but  endea- 
vour immediately  to  see  what  the  inside  is  made  of. 


LIEUTENANT    HACKER   TO    ADMIRAL    HOPKINS. 

Franklin's  Ferry,  April  20,  1776. 
Two  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Sir  :  These  are  to  inform  you  that,  according  to  your 
order,  I  proceeded  to  Nervport  as  fast  as  possible,  and  ar- 
rived there  yesterday,  at  one  o'clock,  and  went  on  shore, 
and  found  the  Cabot  at  Mr.  Holmes's  wharf,  getting  out  the 
guns.  I  advised  Captain  Hinman  to  go  up  the  river  as  soon 
as  he  could,  as  there  was  a  report  that  there  were  three 
ships  in  the  offing.  He  told  me  that  he  intended  it.  I  put 
out  at  three  o'clock,  with  the  wind  at  west-southwest,  and 
flood  tide,  and  beat  out  to  the  Light-House  ;  but  the  wind 
being  small,  we  bore  away  into  Franklin's  Ferry ;  came  to 
and  lay  till  four  o'clock ;  then  got  under  way,  and  beat  as  far 
as  the  Half-way  House,  between  Point-Judith  and  Watch- 
Hill,  where  we  saw  a  ship  lying,  a-huU.  We  still  beat,  in 
hopes  of  getting  by  her;  but  she  made  sail,  and  stood  in  to 
windward  of  us.  We  stood  for  her  awhile,  but  soon  bore 
away.  She  immediately  bore  away  after  us,  but  made  no 
more  sail  than  her  topsails  and  courses.  She  stood  after  us 
till  we  got  round  Point-Judith,  where  we  lowered  all  sail  to 
wait  for  her.  She  hauled  away  under  the  lee  of  Block- 
Jsland.  I  should  have  taken  her  for  one  of  our  ships,  but 
Captain  Hinman  was  chased  before  from  the  same  place, 
within  a  mile  of  the  Light-House,  and  a  small  sloop  yester- 
day, within  a  few  rods  of  the  shore  ;  which  makes  me 
cautious  how  I  go  too  near  a  ship.  I  thought  proper  to  run 
into  Franklin's  Ferry,  and  send  Captain  Brown  as  fast  as 
possible  to  acquaint  you. 

I  am,  with  respect,  yours  to  serve, 

HoYSTED  Hacker. 

To  I^eck  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ame- 
rican Fleet,  (per  favour  of  Captain  Brotrni,)  at  New-Lon- 
don. 


COLONEL    VVATERBURY    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Hartford,  April  20,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  After  my  best  wishes  to  your  Excellency) 
praying  God  may  preserve  you  through  the  many  dangers 
and  difficulties  that  attend  the  calling  you  are  now  engaged 
in  ;  hoping  your  Excellency,  and  the  Ai-my  under  your  com- 
mand, may  be  the  means,  under  God,  to  the  saving  of  our 
land  from  ruin  :  I  received  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the 
1.3th  instant,  and  can  answer  the  request :  that  is,  I  should 
take  it  as  an  honour  done  to  me  to  be  an  officer  under  your 
command  ;  but  as  I  am  well  assured  that  your  Excellency 
delights  to  see  justice  done  to  every  officer  and  soldier  in 
your  Army,  your  Excellency  must  know  that  I  have  not 
had  justice  done  me.  I  never  had  a  Continental  commis- 
sion offered  me,  although  it  is  said,  since  I  returned  home, 
that  I  refused  one  while  in  Canada.  I  never  had  the  offer, 
although  I  took  such  an  active  part  in  the  Northern  expe- 
dition last  fall.  There  were  but  four  small  companies  that 
went  down  with  the  Generals,  besides  me  and  my  regiment. 
When  we  first  took  the  ground  at  St.  John's,  never  man 


laboured  through  an  expedition  with  more  fatigue  and  hard- 
ship than  I  did ;  and  now,  to  take  rank  under  those  that 
were  but  Lieutenant-Colonels  at  that  time,  and  others  ihr.t 
were  Colonels,  that  ranked  under  me,  I  should  think  it 
would  look  as  though  I  had  done  something  that  was  not  to 
my  honour,  in  being  set  back.  If  your  Excellency  sees 
cause  to  lay  the  case  before  the  honourable  Congress,  and 
they  see  cause  to  give  me  my  proper  rank,  I  shall  cheerfully 
accept  your  Excellency's  offer,  and  ever  make  it  the  height 
of  my  ambition  to  render  my  services  acceptable  to  voiir 
Excellency  and  my  bleeding  country  ;  and  if  not,  and  your 
Excellency  is  attacked,  I  shall  come  to  your  assistance  as  a 
volunteer,  upon  the  shortest  notice. 

And  am,  with  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  regard, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

David  Waterbuky,  Jun. 
To  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  My  being  at  Hartford  instead  of  being  at  Stam- 
ford, is  the  reason  of  my  not  answering  your  Excellency's 
favour  sooner. 


W.  READ  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL. 

Reading,  April  20,  1776.    ' 

Sir:  I  have  your  favour  of  the  11th  of  April,  by  order 
of  the  honourable  Council  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, to  which  an  immediate  answer  is  requested. 

Sir,  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  great  honour  done  me  in 
this  appointment,  to  be  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Judicature,  &c.,  for  that  Colony,  and  of  the  duty 
which  I  owe  my  country,  and  should  be  glad  to  render  it 
any  service ;  but  my  present,  and,  for  some  time,  low  state 
of  health,  and  the  situation  of  my  affairs,  render  it  impos- 
sible for  me  to  undertake  such  an  arduous  office,  which  I 
esteem  beyond  my  abilities  in  my  best  condition.  Please 
to  present  my  duty  to  the  honourable  Board,  and  acquaint 
them  herewith,  and  that  I  beg  the  favour  to  be  held  ex- 
cused. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect  to  tlie  honourable  Board, 
their  very  humble  servant,  vy   p 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay. 


WILLIAM    MILLER    TO    MASSACHUSETTS    COUNCIL. 

Newburyport,  April  20,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen:  About  three  months  ago 
your  Honours  were  pleased  to  order  me  to  be  confined  to 
this  town.  I  should  now  be  glad  to  be  released  from  that 
restraint ;  and  as  my  employ  in  the  Customs  has  been  at  an 
end  for  nigh  a  year,  during  which  time  I  have  been  entirely 
idle,  I  should  therefore  be  glad  of  liberty  to  return  to  Great 
Britain,  as  an  opportunity  now  offers  from  this  place. 

I  am,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

William  Miller  * 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council,  at  Watertown. 


WILLIAM  LUX  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  April  21,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  an  order,  by  Mr.  Qydn,  to 
attend  your  honourable  Board  to-moiTow,  which  I  should 
very  willingly  obey ;  but  as  our  Committee  is  to  meet,  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  taxes  on  Non- Associates,  and  we  have 
appointed  the  attendance  of  all  our  members,  I  presume  to 
hope  it  will  plead  my  excuse  for  deferring  it  till  Tuesday, 
when  you  shall  be  waited  on  by,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient  servant,  William  Lux. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


GALLOWAY    (nEW-JERSEy)    COMMITTEE    TO     DELEGATES    OP 

MASSACHUSETTS    IN    CONGRESS. 

New-Jersey,  Gloucester  County,  Galloway  Township,  ? 

April  21,  1776.5 

Gentlemen  :  We,  the  Committee  of  Galloway  Town- 
ship, have  received  your  favour  of  the  17th  instant,  and, 

•  Ix  Consrcii,,  .^pril  23,  1776.— Read;  and  Ordered,  That  the  saiJ 
JUilley's  request  be  referred  to  the  Commiltee  o(  Newdurt/port,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  permit  him  to  go  to  Great  Britain, 
under  such  restrictions  and  conditions  as  their  discretion  shall  point  out 
to  be  necessary.  Pxhkz  Moutoti, Deputy  Secretar</. 
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taking  the  same  into  our  most  serious  consideration,  do  here- 
by jiromise  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  in  our  duty  to  as- 
sist our  unliappy  and  suffering  brethren. 

As  soon  as  ever  we  heard  of  their  misfortunes,  we  called 
our  Committee  together  immediately,  and  ordered  all  neces- 
sary assistance  that  could  be  j)rovided  for  their  relief,  with 
a  Surgeon  immediately  to  attend  them,  and  nurses,  with 
proper  lodging  and  diet  for  them.  We  have  the  pleasure 
to  infomi  you  that  they  are  in  a  fair  way  to  recover.  The 
Mate  is  able,  by  the  help  of  his  crutch,  to  go  about  his 
loom.  We  shall  use  our  utmost  endeavour  to  comply  with 
your  request  in  this  and  all  other  matters  that  your  Honours 
will  be  pleased  to  assign  to  us. 

And  we  do  hereby  request  you  will  please  to  accept  of 
our  most  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  for  the  steady  and  un- 
wearied part  you  are  acting  in  tlie  defence  of  our  country's 
cause,  and,  in  particular,  for  your  humane  and  tender  care 
for  the  sick  and  wounded.  May  your  wise  Councils  and 
Assemblies  be  always  crowned  with  success  in  all  Uieir  un- 
dertakings, is  the  sincere  wish  of  this  Committee. 
By  order  of  the  Committee : 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Richard  Price,  Clerk. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay, 

££C. 

N.  B.  We  herewith  enclose  you  Captain  Tripp  and 
the  Mate's  deposition.  Captain  Tripp  informs  us  that  the 
Captain  of  the  tender's  name  was  Butler,  and  believes  the 
lieutenant's  name  was  Han ;  and  one  Green,  from  Barna- 
gat,  tliey  kept  on  board  as  pilot.  R.  P. 

Galloway  Township,  in  Gloucester  County : 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  the  20th  oi  April,  1776,  per- 
sonally appeared  before  me,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Gloucester,  Captain  Job  Tripp, 
late  Master  of  the  Sloop  Endeavour,  and  James  Cathill,  his 
Mate,  both  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  County  of  Bristol  and  Pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  and,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelist  of  Almighty  Got/,  do  declare,  that  we  left  Da?-^- 
nwuth,  in  die  said  sloop,  on  the  31st  day  oi March  last,  for 
Philadelphia.  On  the  following  day,  about  diree  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  (the  forepart  of  the  day  being  very  thick 
and  foggy,  cleared  up  in  the  afternoon,)  we  saw  the  vessels 
in  at  Littk-JEgg  Harbour  Inlet.  About  the  same  time  we 
discovered  a  vessel  to  the  southward  of  us.  When  we  found 
we  were  so  near  the  land,  we  altered  our  coui-se  more  out 
to  sea ;  we  being  bound  to  the  southward,  and  that  vessel 
to  the  northward.  They  presendy  came  up  with  us.  About 
the  distance  of  three  hundred  yards  on  our  lee-bow,  they 
fired  at  us.  Immediately  we  saw  a  number  of  men  on  board 
of  her,  who  appeared  to  be  in  motion,  and  very  busy.  We 
hailed  them  twice  with  our  trumpet,  but  received  no  answer, 
but  another  filing,  and  hove  about,  and  made  after  us.  We 
still  kept  our  course,  and  they  after  us,  continually  firing,  till 
about  ten  o'clock  at  night.  At  that  time  they  were  about 
a  swivel-shot  distance  from  us.  The  wind  dying  away,  and 
perceiving  them  coming  up  very  fast,  we  immediately  hove 
to,  and  hauled  down  our  foresail,  and  were  busy  in  hauling 
down  our  mainsail,  when  they  run  up  as  near  as  diey  con- 
veniently could  without  running  foul  of  our  vessel,  and 
fired  a  broadside  at  us ;  which  felled  both  the  Captain  and 
Mate.  By  their  account,  they  fired  two  volleys  of  small- 
arais  just  as  they  fired  their  cannon  and  swivels ;  each  vol- 
ley ten  guns.  Their  carriage-guns  and  swivels  were  two 
four-pounders  and  six  swivels  on  each  side.  The  Captain 
was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  which  we  imagine  to  be  a  swi- 
vel-ball, which  broke  the  bone,  and  shattered  it  very  much. 
The  Mate  was  also  wounded  in  both  thighs ;  the  ball  went 
through  the  fleshy  part  of  the  right,  and  lodged  in  the  left. 

We  were  unable  to  help  ourselves,  though  we  made  shift 
to  scrabble  down  into  die  cabin.  The  Captain  laid  on  the 
cabin-floor,  and  the  Mate  had  got  in  his  birth,  before  diey 
boarded  us.  The  Lieutenant  came  down,  and  presently 
presented  a  pistol  at  him,  and  ordered  him  to  turn  out  im- 
mediately on  deck,  or  he  was  a  dead  man ;  treated  him 
with  very  scurrilous  and  abusive  language,  and  hauled  him 
out  of  his  cabin.  Widi  that,  he  scrabbled  on  deck  as  well 
as  he  could  ;  kept  him  there  till  he  was  satisfied ;  then  or- 
dered him  into  his  cabin  again  ;  and,  returning  to  the  Cap- 
tarn,  who  lay  on  the  floor,  ordered  him  likewise  upon  deck. 


The  Captain  begged  he  would  let  him  alone,  as  he  was 
unable  to  stand  or  help  himself;  with  that  he  left  him. 

They  rummaged  all  our  chests  for  papers  and  letters, 
\\  hich  they  took  w  ith  them — all  they  could  find,  with  forty- 
nine  dollars  of  the  Captain's  in  Continental  bills ;  with  the 
Mate's  journal,  pocket-book,  chest,  bed,  &.c.,  &ic.  They 
were  particularly  careful  in  collecting  all  the  old  iron  and 
spikes  they  could  find  to  take  with  diem.  After  they  had 
rummaged  and  taken  what  they  thought  proper,  they  cut  up 
the  cables,  and  hove  them,  with  the  anchors,  overboard,  and 
threatened  to  burn  the  vessel.  They  kept  us  till  about  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  next  day,  when  the  Lieutenant 
came  to  the  Captain  (on  board  our  own  vessel)  and  told 
him  that  the  Captain  of  the  tender  was  going  to  indulge 
him  with  his  boat  and  men  to  go  ashore  for  a  Doctor.  There 
were  tliree  hands  besides  the  Captain  and  Mate.  Before 
we  had  left  the  vessel,  they  scuttled  her,  and  the  water 
came  in  very  fast ;  and  heard  them  call  out,  Come,  let  us 
begin  the  fire  in  the  cable-tier.  They  let  the  Captain  take 
his  bed  and  chest,  and  a  bed-sack  to  lie  on.  The  Captain 
of  the  tender  called  to  his  Lieutenant  not  to  let  us  take  too 
many  things  with  us.  When  we  had  got  some  distance 
from  the  vessel,  we  saw  a  great  smoke  Euising  from  her,  with 
all  her  sails  standing,  save  the  peak  of  the  mainsail,  which 
was  dropped  down,  with  her  tiller  lashed  fast,  so  as  she 
could  steer  herself.  The  vessel  was  about  seventy  or  seven- 
ty-five tons  burden. 

We  were  about  one  hour  and  a  half  in  the  boat  before 
we  reached  the  shore,  which  was  the  flat  beach ;  and  were 
about  thirty-six  hours  before  w-e  had  any  dressing  to  our 
wounds.     And  further  these  deponents  say  not. 

Job  Tripp, 
James  Cathill. 
Sworn  before  me,  Robert  Morss. 

N.  B.  The  most  of  the  latter  part  of  the  transaction  was 
taken  from  the  Mate ;  the  Captain,  being  badly  wounded, 
could  not  remember. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original. 

Richard  Price,  Clerk  Toimship  Committee. 


COLONEL    KNOX   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Norwich,  April  21,  1776. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  insti-ucfions,  I  tar- 
ried at  Cambridge  till  all  the  ordnance  and  stores  in  my 
department  were  on  the  way  to  this  place;  which,  to  my 
great  mortification,  was  not  till  the  14th  instant.  The  de- 
tention was  owing  to  the  zeal  of  the  General  Assembly, 
which  promised  more  than  their  activity  could  perform. 

In  ray  passing  through  Providence,  Goveniour  Cooke, 
and  a  number  of  the  principal  people,  were  very  pressing 
for  me  to  take  Newport  in  my  way,  in  order  to  mark  out 
some  works  of  defence  for  that  place.  The  spirited  conduct 
of  the  Colony  Troops  posted  there,  in  driving  away  the 
King's  ships,  alamied  the  whole  Colony  for  the  safety  of  its 
capital.  Knowing  your  Excellency's  anxiety  for  the  pre- 
servation of  every  part  of  the  Continent,  I  conceived  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  act  in  conformity  to  your  wishes,  especially 
as  I  could  get  to  Norwich  as  soon  as  the  stores  which  set 
out  for  Norwich  on  the  14th.  Accordingly,  I  went  to  New- 
port, and  marked  out  five  batteries,  which,  from  the  advan- 
tageous situation  of  the  ground,  must,  when  executed,  render 
the  harbour  exceedingly  secure.  In  this  I  humbly  hope  for 
your  Excellency's  approbation. 

Mr.  Cheever  is  expected  in  this  day  with  the  powder  and 
some  stores,  being  the  last  division ;  which  I  shall  endeavour 
to  get  away  as  soon  as  possible.  If  the  wind  shall  be  fair, 
I  propose  going  by  water ;  if  not,  by  land. 

Lievitenant-Colonel  Burbeck  declined  complying  with  your 
Excellency's  orders,  alleging  that  the  Province  had  settled 
on  him  four  shillings  sterling  per  day  during  life,  after  the 
war  was  over ;  which,  if  he  went  out  of  the  Province,  he 
might,  perhaps,  lose. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Mason,  who  came  with  the  ordnance 
to  this  town,  being  in  ill  health,  I  have  permitted  to  go  by 
land. 

I  am  going  down  to  Admiral  Hopkins,  to  receive  his 
directions  concerning  the  safety  of  sending  out  tlie  stores,  as 
some  of  the  King's  ships  yesterday  chased  in  a  vessel  to 
New-London ;  and  also  to  endeavour  to  get  the  brass  mor- 
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tars  which  he  brought  from  Providence,  if  not  particularly 
a]ipropriated. 

I  sincerely  wish  your  Excellency  every  earthly  blessing ; 
and  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  Excellency's  molt 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


Henry  Knox. 


WILLIAM    RICHMOND    TO    ADMIRAL    HOPKINS. 

Hftad-Quartere,  Newport,  April  21,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very 
acceptable  favour  of  ordnance  and  warlike  stores  from  the 
Cabot.  We  are  mounting  them  with  all  despatch  possible, 
under  the  inspection  of  5lr.  John  Collins,  who  assures  us 
that  within  four  days  he  will  have  them  all  mounted.  We 
have  almost  completed  the  fortification  on  the  Point,  where 
we  can  mount  thirteen  guns.  To-morrow  we  go  on  Fort- 
Island,  in  order  to  put  the  old  fort  in  a  posture  of  defence ; 
which,  together  with  another  on  Brenton's  Point,  we  think 
will  well  secure  the  harbour:  all  which  works  we  shall  pur- 
sue with  the  utmost  vigour  till  completed.  We  are  informed 
you  have  sixteen  more  heavy  guns  for  us.  As  they  are 
without  carriages,  it  may  be  necessary  to  send  them  along 
soon. 

Before  this  can  come  to  hand,  you  must  have  heard  of 
the  confusion  we  have  lately  been  in,  occasioned  by  the 
wild  conduct  and  insanity  of  our  late  commander,  (Colonel 
Bahcock,)  who  is  now  under  an  arrest  at  Providence,  and, 
we  judge,  must  be  discharged  from  the  service :  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  the  command,  at  present,  devolves  upon 
me — a  heavy  task. 

I  have  the  honour,  sir,  to  be,  with  the  greatest  sincerity, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

William  Richmond. 
To  Admiral  Hopkins,  Esquire. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS    TO    STEPHEN    HOPKINS. 
On  board  Ship  Alfred,  at  the  mouth  of  New-London  River,  7 

April  21,  1776.    i" 

Dear  Brother:  Since  I  wrote,  nothing  material  has 
hap[)eued.  We  landed  our  sick,  (which  were  one  hundred 
and  forty  men  in  the  fleet,)  and  got  some  new  men  out  of 
the  Army,  and  were  ready  to  sail,  when  I  received  General 
Washington's  letter  by  express,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  en- 
closed. 

I  sent  out  the  Cabot  in  order  to  strengthen  the  town  of 
Newport,  where  she  is  arrived,  as  you  will  see  by  Lieute- 
nant Himnan's  letter,  a  copy  of  which  you  have  enclosed. 
Two  days  past  we  were  under  sail  to  go  out,  but  got  ashore 
on  the  rocks  near  Fisher's  Island;  but  got  off  again  without 
much  damage,  after  about  eight  hours,  and  came  in  again, 
and  ordered  all  the  vessels  in  which  I  had  under  convoy — 
five  of  whom  were  at  the  risk  of  the  Congress.  The  Fly 
is  now  out  in  order  to  learn  the  strength  of  the  fleet.  If 
they  are  not  much  stronger  than  we,  shall  go  out  the  first 
fair  wind. 

We  are  much  better  manned  now  than  we  ever  have 
been.  My  son  (John  B.  Hopkins)  is  asliore,  at  Mr.  Shaw's, 
and  getting  better  of  his  wounds  ;  but  do  not  expect  he  will 
be  able  to  go  on  board  iiis  brig,  to  take  the  command,  in  less 
than  three  or  four  weeks. 

I  am  your  loving  brother,  Eseck  Hopkins. 

To  the  Honourable  Stephen  Hopkins,  Esquire,  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

P,  S.  I  have  obliged  most  of  the  sailors  that  I  have 
taken  out  of  the  armed  vessels  to  do  duty  on  board.  Should 
be  glad  to  know  if  that  is  agreeable  with  the  sentiments  of 
tlie  Congress,  that  I  may  still  follow  the  same  rule. 


THOMAS    BURKE    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  2,  1776.] 

Halifax,  North-Carolina,  April  22,  1776. 

Sir:  Expecting  in  our  Province  a  scene  of  much  busi- 
ness, which  may  require  all  our  attention,  we  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  send  the  prisoners  taken  during  the  late 
commotion,  some  to  Maryland,  some  to  Virginia,  and  some 
to  Philadelphia,  for  the  more  immediate  disposition  of  the 
Continental  Congress.     These  last  are  such  as  appear  to  us. 


from  their  rank  and  influence  over  an  ignorant  and  restless 
part  of  our  inhabitants,  to  be  capable  of  doing  us  the  most 
nnschief. 

We  are  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  an  act  of  such  severity 
as  this  of  sending  these  men  at  such  a  distance  from  their 
unfortunate  families ;  but  the  security  of  our  country  makes 
It  indispensably  necessary,  for  should  they  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  exerting  their  pernicious  influence,  at  a  time  when 
we  may  be  invaded  by  a  powerful  Army,  the  consequences 
might  and  probably  would  prove  fatal.  The  hopes  these 
men  have  given  our  enemies,  we  are  assured,  have  induced 
the  British  Ministry  to  direct  against  us  the  first  efibrts  of 
their  arms ;  to  them,  therefore,  are  due  the  evils,  expenses, 
and  difficulties,  which  wc  encountered  in  suppressing  them,' 
and  the  calamities  which  they  and  their  wretched  families 
must  now  undergo.  We  shall  not  fail  to  extend  to  the  latter 
the  most  humane  attention,  for  we  are  always  mindful  that 
humanity  distinguishes  the  brave. 

We  should  not  have  sent  ofl'  the  prisoners,  but  that  we 
could  not  secure  them  without  engaging  too  many  of  our 
officers  and  soldiers  from  more  important  business;  for  while 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  their  connexions,  when  the  atten- 
tion of  every  one  would  be  drawn  to  the  more  important 
operations  of  the  impending  campaign,  without  strong  guards 
a  rescue  would  be  inevitable. 

We  rely  on  the  wisdom  of  Congress  for  disposing  of  them 
in  such  a  secure  manner  that  we  shall  have  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend from  their  future  machinations.  We  enclose  you 
the  list  of  their  names,  and  we  shall  by  the  first  opportunity 
transmit  you  a  particular  account  of  circumstances  relative 
to  each,  extracted  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  Provincial  Congress  to  inquire  concerning  them. 

We  are,  with  very  great  esteem  and  regard,  sir,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  of  War,  and  In- 
telligence, for  the  Congress  oi North- Carolina: 

Thomas  Burkb. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Continental  Congress. 


I 


.3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 

22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 


LIST    OF    PRISONERS    DESTINED    FOR   PHILADELPHIA. 

HLs  Excellency  Donald  McDonald,  Esq.,  Brigadiei^ 
General  of  the  Tory  Army,  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  North-Carolina. 

Colonel  Allan  McDonald,  (of  Kingsbrough,)  first  in 
commission  of  array,  and  second  in  command. 

Alexander  McDonald,  son  of  Kingsbrough. 

Major  Alexander  McDonald,  (Cowdrach.) 

Captain  Alexander  McKay. 

Captain  John  Leggate. 

Captain  James  McDonald. 

Captain  Alexander  McLeod. 

Captain  Alexander  Morrison. 

Captain  John  McDonald. 

Captain  Alexander  McLeod. 

Captain  Murdock  McAskell. 

Captain  Alexander  McLeod. 

Captain  Angus  McDonald. 

Captain  Niel  McArthur. 

Captain  James  Meirs,  of  the  Light-Horse. 

Captain  John  McLeod. 

Captain  Thomas  Wier. 

Captain  John  McKinzie. 

Lieutenant  John  Merchison. 

Kennith  McDonald,  Aid-de-Camp  to  General  McDc- 
nald. 

Murdock  McLeod,  Surgeon. 

Adjutant-General  John  Smith. 

Donald  McLeod,  Quartermaster. 

.John  Bethune,  Chaplain. 

Farqunrd  Campbell,  late  a  Delegate  in  Provincial  Con- 
gress, Spy  and  confidential  emissary  of  Govemour 
Martin. 


ORDERS  BY  GENERAL  LEE  TO  THE  COMMANDERS  OF  THE 
SEVERAL  BATTALIONS. 

Vi^inia,  April  22,  1776. 
Sir  :  You  will  please  to  give  orders  to  the  several  re- 
cniiting  officers  of  your  regiment  not  to  take  any  natives  of 
Great  Britain,  or  Ireland,  as  recruits,  unless  they  have 
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been  some  time  residents  in  the  country,  and  inave  wives  and 
children,  or  unless  they  can  bring  a  strong  and  sufficient  re- 
commendation. As  tills,  sir,  is  a  matter  of  no  small  impor- 
tance, a  Colonel  will  be  appointed  to  examine  and  pass  all 
tlie  fresh  recruits ;  and  whoever  does  not  come  under  this 
predicament,  will  be  thrown  on  the  officer's  hands. 
By  the  General's  orders : 

Thomas  Bullitt,  Dcp'y  Ailjutant-Gtneral. 


VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  at  Williamsburgh, 
April  22,  1776. 

Ralph  Wormeley,  Jun.,  Esq.,  appearing  before  thb  Com- 
mittee in  custody,  and  being  examined  touching  his  Letter 
to  Mr.  John  Grymes,  of  the  4th  of  April,  177G,  lately  in- 
tercepted from  the  said  John  Grymes,  on  his  way  to  Lord 
Dimmore ;  the  Committee  hearing  what  he  alleged  in  his 
defence,  also  examining  Charles  Neilson  on  oath,  are  of 
opinion  that  nothing  appears  to  us  in  his  conduct,  or  in  the 
said  Letter,  to  be  within  the  offences  defined  by  the  late 
Ordinance  for  establishing  a  mode  of  punishment  for  the 
enemies  to  America  in  this  Colony ;  but  the  said  Letter 
being,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  a  full  proof  of  the 
inimical  disposition  of  the  said  Ralph  Wormeley,  Jun.,  Esq., 
against  the  rights  of  ^menca,  and  showing  a  readiness  to 
join  the  enemies  of  this  Colony,  provided  he  should  be  called 
and  enabled  so  to  do,  tiiis  Committee  do  resolve,  that  the 
said  Ralph  Wormeley,  Jun.,  Esq.,  be  discharged  out  of  cus- 
tody, upon  entering  into  bond,  with  approved  security,  in 
the  penalty  of  ten  thousand  Pounds,  conditioned  that  he  do 
not  correspond  with  the  enemies  oi  America,  join,  or  in  any 
manner  aid  or  assist  them ;  that  he  do  not  depart  this  Colo- 
ny without  leave  of  the  Convention  or  Cominittee  of  Safety; 
and  further,  that  he  appear  before  the  said  Convention  at 
any  time  during  their  next  meeting,  if  he  shall  be  required 

John  Page,  Vice-President. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  at  Williamsburgh,  7 
April  24,  1776.      $ 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  Ralph  Wormeley,  Jun., 
Esq.,  to  John  Grymes,  Esq.,  lately  intercepted,  together 
with  the  Resolution  of  this  Board  thereupon,  be  published 
in  the  Virginia  Gazette. 

John  Beckley,  Assistant  Clerk. 

Rosegill,  April  4,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  When  you  and  Mr.  Neilson  returned  from 
Norfolk,  you  informed  me  that  Lord  X)«mnorc  either  wished 
or  expected,  or  thought  it  my  duty,  that  I  should  imme- 
diately, in  person,  repair  to  his  Lordship  ;  that  some  such 
ostensible  marks  of  my  attachinent  to  Government  and 
loyalty  to  my  King  were  looked  for  from  me ;  and  that, 
notwithstanding  my  unequivocal,  steady,  and  invariable  con- 
duct, if  I  still  continue  at  home,  I  may  be  exposed  to  the 
indiscriniinating  ravages  of  war,  without  any  chance  of  re- 
paration. Whether  this  opinion  is  founded  on  the  last  Pro- 
clamation of  the  King,  on  the  late  advices  from  the  Minis- 
ter, or  from  his  Lordship's  conjectures,  I  do  not  know.  As 
to  the  Proclamation  and  the  late  advices  from  the  Minister, 
I  have  an  easy  answer.  First.  I  have  never  seen  the  Pro- 
clamation, never  heard  it  either  read  or  repeated ;  it  cannot, 
tlien,  be  expected  of  me  to  pay  respect  to  any  instrumetit 
of  that  sort,  whose  contents  1  can  have  no  cognizance  of 
before  they  are  submitted  to  my  senses.  Second.  As  to  the 
advices  of  the  Minister  which  may  lead  his  Ijordship  to  con- 
clude it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  man  now,  when  the  friends 
of  Government  are  in  such  a  state  of  imjwtency,  or  rather 
are  under  such  complete  dominion,  to  repair  to  his  Ijordship, 
without  the  probability  of  advancing  any  practical  scheme  of 
utility,  of  concerting  any  effectual  plan  of  operations,  and 
without  regard  to  circumstances  ;  I  say,  sir,  such  advices  are 
repugnant  to  the  words  and  meaning  of  the  King.  In  the 
true  knowledge  of  our  present  situation,  his  Majesty  thus 
expresses  himself:  "  And  although  many  of  these  unhappy 
j)eople  may  still  retain  their  loyalty,  and  may  be  too  wise 
not  to  see  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  usurpation,  and 
wish  to  resist  it,  yet  the  torrent  of  violence  litis  been  strong 
enough  to  compel  their  acquiescence,  until  a  sufficient  force 
shall  appear  to  support  them." 

A  few  observations  on   the  above  quoted  passage  will 


prove  the  repugnancy.  "  L^nhappy  people."  In  what  ?  In 
being  overpowered  by  these  usurpers  ;  so  overpowered  that 
they  cannot  even  hope,  they  can  only  wish  to  resist  it. 
This  being  the  case,  what  are  these  unhappy  people  to  do  ? 
What  does  his  Majesty  expect  ?  Not  their  fruitless,  vain 
endeavours,  w  Inch  prejudice  every  cause ;  he  knows  that 
the  torrent  of  violence  is  strong  enough  to  retain  them  in 
their  compulsive  acquiescence,  "  till  a  sufficient  force  shall 
appear  to  support  them."  He  expects,  then,  they  will  wait 
the  event.  They  will  have,  they  have  a  right  to  protec- 
tion. Every  effort  and  endeavour  now,  on  their  part,  would 
only  issue  in  ruin  to  themselves,  and  in  ruin  to  their  cause. 
No  man  bears  the  accursed  tyranny  that  is  erected  with 
more  impatient  mortification  than  I  do ;  and  if  there  were 
a  comer  on  the  face  of  the  earth  that  I  could  support  myself 
in,  and  enjoy  that  freedom  which  1  am  now  violently  de- 
prived of,  I  would,  for  the  gratification  of  my  own  happi- 
ness, ffy  to  it.  I  have  too  much  feeling  not  to  be  exqui- 
sitely sensible  of  my  slavish  condition. 

I  have  made  no  reply  as  to  his  Lordship's  conjectures. 
As  he  must  be  furnished  with  intelligence  that  I  am  ignorant 
of,  it  must  be  sup[x)sed  diat  he  can  form  a  better  judgment 
than  I  can.  In  a  matter  of  such  weight  I  wish  he  had  ex- 
tracted the  paragraph,  if  he  drew  jiis  opinion  from  his  late 
advices,  or  had  given  the  reasons  on  which  he  formed  it. 
To  convey  myself,  together  with  the  absolute  necessaries  of 
life,  without  my  intention  being  discovered,  is  almost  impos- 
sible. Besides,  I  am  only  an  inferior  member  of  the  family, 
have  not  the  command  of  furniture,  bedding,  &;c.,  nor  pro- 
visions ;  and  exportation  being  prohibited,  if  I  could  afford, 
I  could  not  command  money  for  my  support.  Add  to  this 
the  probability  of  all  resources  being  cut  off.  whereby  wheat, 
flour,  or  com,  are  now  furnished,  as  the  amiy  of  the  Pro- 
vincials increases,  unless  one  of  equal  or  superior  force 
should  soon  arrive  from  Britain.  Numbers,  in  such  a  case, 
will  add  to  the  difficulties  that  the  fleet,  army,  and  people  at 
Norfolk,  labour  under.  Hundreds  will  only  multiply  these 
inconveniences  ;  thousands  alone  can  remove  them.  These 
reasons  weigh  with  me  at  present,  and  restrain  me  from 
taking  the  step  Mr.  Neilson  advises  with  so  much  urgency. 
But,  after  all,  what  beneficial  consequence  could  my  per- 
sonal attendance  operate  in  favour  of  that  cause  whose  suc- 
cess I  have  at  heart  ?  My  example  is  not  efficacious  enough 
to  influence  others  to  follow  it.  What  exertions  of  mine 
could  now  avail  ?  And  are  not  ineffectual  exertions  capi- 
tally erroneous  in  policy  ?  Would  not,  or  might  not,  the 
departure  of  a  person  of  my  insignificance  quicken  the  jea- 
lousy of  the  present  rulers,  give  fresh  vigour  to  the  persecu- 
tion, and  make  them  lash  our  few  party  friends,  not  with 
that  rod  of  iron  which  we  have  experienced  severe  enough 
for  the  most  criminal  atrocity,  but  with  a  red-hot  one,  fresh 
from  the  infernal  forge  of  tyranny.  If,  though,  the  Go- 
vemour  should  think  my  presence  necessary,  and  that  I  can, 
in  any  degree,  be  assistant  to  his  Lordship,  Government,  or 
my  country,  he  will  give  me  an  official  summons,  and  afford 
me  proper  facilities  to  reach  him,  I  will,  at  the  hazard  of 
that  precarious,  negative  quiet  that  is  now  indulged  to  me — 
I  will,  to  the  prejudice  of  my  health,  which  is,  as  you  know, 
at  present  interrupted  by  a  most  inveterate  disorder,  and 
which  disorder  would  certainly  be  aggravated  by  a  diet  ex- 
clusive of  vegetables,  at  the  risk  of  my  life,  of  every  thing, 
obey  it. 

Will  you  be  so  obliging  as  to  communicate  this  where 
you  think  it  necessary  ?  And,  under  all  vicissitudes  of  for- 
tune, believe  me  to  be,  with  the  most  unalterable  sincerity, 
your  most  affectionate  friend, 

Ralph  Wormeley,  Jun. 
To  John  Grymes,  Esq. 


CAPTAIN    NICHOLSON   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  April  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  now  to  inform  you  of  the  anned 
Schooner  Resolution  being  equipped,  agreeable  to  your  di- 
rections. She  wants  principally  the  commissions  for  her 
officers,  who  refuse  acting  out  of  the  harbour  until  their 
commissions  are  confirmed.  After  which,  should  be  glad  of 
your  permission  to  go  down  the  bay  as  far  as  you  think  pro- 
per, in  order  to  exercise  our  men,  and  consult  with  Captain 
Boucher.  The  schooner  has  about  forty  hands  now  shipped, 
but  is  capable  of  carrying  seventy  with  great  conveniency. 
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If  you  think  proper  to  have  that  number  complete,  you  will 
please  let  me  know.  Tiie  officei's  that  have  been  acting 
aboard  are   fVilUam  Ward,  Captain :    Henry  Arichinlick, 


Lieutenant ;  Bennet  Johnson,  Master ;  and,  as  far  as  1  can 
discover,  are  proper  pereons.  Mr.  Dorscy,  one  of  the  ship's 
Midshipmen,  1  understand,  has  made  application  for  a  Lieu- 
tenancy of  Marines ;  I  think  him  very  capable. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  w  ith  much  sincerity,  your  obliged  hum- 
ble  servant,  to  connnand,  j^^^^  Nicholson. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


HUGH    YOUNG    TO    MAJIYLAND   COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  April  22,  1776. 

Gentlf.men:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  advising  you  of  the 
safe  arrival  of  the  Brigantine  Beith,  in  the  West-Indies,  the 
3d  ultimo,  without  any  interruption.  I  sent  you,  by  Mr. 
Luj:,  a  letter  for  you  from  him,  but  have  learned  that  he 
forgot  it ;  I  suppose  he  has  sent  it  since  his  return. 

I  am  sorry  to  advise  you  of  the  loss  of  the  Brigantine 
Nancy,  Captain  Wise,  somewhere  in  the  bay,  a  few  days 
ago.  I  have  not  received  any  letter  from  him,  but  have  it 
from  a  gentleman  from  the  Eastern-Shore  of  undoubted  au- 
thority, and  believe  it  to  be  a  fact.  It  appears,  from  the 
care  Captain  Wise  had  taken,  that  it  is  morally  impossible 
for  any  vessel  to  pass  our  ravenous  enemies.  However, 
if  you  think  the  Schooner  Ninety  has  any  chance,  you  will 
please  give  the  Committee  orders  to  allow  me  to  load  her, 
as  her  cargo  is  all  ready.  If  you  think  otherwise,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  know  what  I  am  to  do  with  the  cargo.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  for  a  few  lines  on  the  subject  by  the  first  op- 
portunity. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Hugh  Young. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


SOLOMON    WRIGHT   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Queen  Anne's  County,  April  22,  1776. 

Captain  George  Noble  Siveat  having,  under  an  especial 
order  of  this  Committee,  returned  a  list  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  Wye,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  said  George 
Noble  Sweat  is  chosen  Captain,  Nehcmiah  Noble  First 
Lieutenant,  James  BartUtt  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Thomas 
Duffe  Ensign  of  the  said  Company ;  and  that  there  are  in 
the  said  Company  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  and  fifty- 
two  Privates.  The  above  officers  are  recommended  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  for  commissions. 

Signed  per  order  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  : 

Solomon  Wright,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO   THE    DELEGATES    IN 
CONVENTION. 
[So.  127.]  Annapolis,  April  22, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Very  urgent  affairs  of  the  Province  require 
your  attendance  in  Convention.  We,  therefore,  earnestly 
request  you  would  meet  punctually  at  Annapolis,  on  Fnday, 
the  7th  of  May  next,  at  which  time  we  have  determined  a 
Convention  ought  to  be  held. 
We  are,  &tc. 

To  the  Delegates  in  Convention. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  DELEGATES  IN  CON- 
GRESS. 

[No.  128.]  Annapolis,  April  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  You  have  our  thanks  for  the  anxiety  you 
express  on  our  accounts,  if  the  thanks  of  such  blackened, 
insulted  (but  we  think  injured)  characters  arc  worth  your 
acceptance.  We  must  say,  that  if  the  same  justice  were  done 
us  that  we  would  do  unto  others,  in  similar  circumstances, 
a  copy  of  the  anonymous  letter  you  mention,  traducing  our 
rej)utations,  would  not  have  been  refused  us  by  the  Con- 
gress ;  for  we  sincerely  declare  to  you  and  the  world,  that 
were  we  in  possession  of  any  paper  reflecting  in  so  gross  a 
manner  on  that,  or  any  other  respectable  body  on  the  Con- 
tinent, we  should  think  it  unjust  and  ungentlemanly  to  with- 
hold it  from  them,  and,  by  thus  secreting,  prevent  the  dis- 
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covery  of  the  author  of  so  foul  a  calumny,  and  shelter  him 
from  the  censure,  not  to  say  punishment,  he  deserves. 

We  wrote  you  fully  in  our  last  two  letters,  and  sent  copies 
of  all  such  papers  as  we  thought  material.  The  Governour' 
voluntarily  gave  us  his  parole  in  the  fullest  manner,  and  has 
since  confirmed  it  by  lett(!r,  assuring  us  that  he  will  not 
leave  the  Province  till  the  Convention  sits.  We  are  firmly 
persuaded  he  will  not  stir,  or  do  anything  against  the  peace 
thereof.  He  also  assured  us,  in  the  most  explicit  terms, 
that  he  had  received  no  odiiT  lettere  from  the  Ministry 
but  what  he  gave  up,  and  which  we  sent  you  copies  of 
We  examined  his  bureau  and  closet,  and  found  several  let- 
ters in  them  to  Administration,  and  his  Iriends  in  Eng- 
land, wherein  he  represents  this  Province  in  a  favourable 
point  of  view. 

We  were  not  without  our  suspicions  lliat  a  plan  had  been 
concerted  by  the  two  persons  you  mention,  and  have  deter- 
mined, if  possible,  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  it ;  and  for  that 
purpose,  on  Saturday  last,  before  the  receipt  of  your  ex- 
press, issued  our  order  to  Mr.  Samiicl  Purviance,  Chairman, 
Mr.  William  Lux,  Deputy  Chairman,  and  Mr.  George  Lux, 
Clerk,  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  Coun- 
ty, to  appear  before  us  tliis  day,  and  to  bring  with  them  all 
the  proceedings,  papers,  letters,  orders,  entries,  instructions, 
Sic,  relative  to  the  intercepted  letters.  'We  are  resolved  to 
have  a  full  and  open  examination  of  the  affair,  and  shall 
then  cheerfully  submit  our  conduct  to  the  publick. 

We  consider  the  authority  of  the  whole  Province  trampled 
upon  and  insulted,  (if  not  conspired  against;)  and,  having 
your  letters  holding  forth  the  same  sentiment,  we  have 
thought  it  advisable  (as  we  know  not  to  what  lengths  this 
matter  may  be  carried)  to  call  a  Convention,  to  be  held  at 
the  City  oi  Annapolis,  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  oi  May  next, 
at  which  time  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  all  the  gentlemen 
Deputies  that  can  be  spared  from  Congress.  We  shall  en- 
deavour to  have  all  our  proceedings  ready  to  lay  before 
them  on  the  first  day  of  their  meeting,  and  shall  submit  to 
them  whether  our  conduct  has  been  either  timid,  inactive, 
or  in  any  other  particulars  unjustifiable. 

Our  proceedings  with  the  Governour  are  such  as  are,  in 
our  opinions,  in  every  respect  defensible.  We  are  convinced, 
from  his  declarations  and  answers,  and  from  his  manner  of 
behaving  to  us,  that  he  will  not  leave  the  Province.  Little 
minds  might  have  been  gratified  with  actual  imprisonment, 
and  furtlier  severities,  but  we  do  not  imagine  the  Congress 
meant  any  such  outrage  on  humanity.  We  have  had  all 
the  advantages  we  could  have  had  if  we  had  committed  him 
to  the  publick  jail,  and,  we  are  persuaded,  many  more. 
Nobody  can  believe  that  we  are  courting  the  Governour  at 
present :  it  is  the  peace  and  happiness  of  the  Province  we 
wish  to  preserve  ;  and  we  are  persuaded  that  it  will  be  best 
done  by  keeping  up  the  ostensible  form  of  our  chartered 
Constitution.  We  feel  for  you.  The  insult  offered  by  Mr. 
Hancock,  in  not  admitting  you  to  his  presence,  must  have 
been  grating.  Our  Province  is  the  object  of  attention,  and 
we  are  to  be  plunged  into  all  the  horrors  of  anarchy  only  to 
gratify  a  few  individuals  out  of  Congress.  However,  we 
shall  still  persevere  in  douig  our  duty  with  unremitting  zeal, 
and  not  fail  to  assist  our  neighbours,  if  necessary.  And,  upon 
the  whole,  after  again  repeating  our  thanks,  pennit  us  to  as- 
sure you,  that  we  are  persuaded  \frhen  our  transactions  come 
to  be  fully  canvassed,  and  the  true  interest  of  this  Province 
considered,  that  you  will  have  no  occasion  to  blush  for  our 
conduct. 

We  are,  &.c. 
To  the  Deputies  of  Maryland,  in  Congress. 

N.  B.  We  have  received  the  Surgeon's  instruments,  and 
delivered  them  safe  to  Doctor  Weisenthal. 


COLONEL  MORGAN  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Carlisle,  April  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  just  now  had  the  honour  to  receive  the  in- 
stmctions  of  Congress,  dated  the  1 9th  instant,  relating  to 
the  Indian  Department :  which  they  m»y  hp  paonroil  I  "iH 
strictly  observe ;  and  that  my  attention,  as  I  have  now  no 
other  business  to  the  westward,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  pub^ 
lick  service. 

Isaac  Stell,  the  Interpreter,  being  taken  ill  with  the  sriiall- 
pox  at  a  Mr.  H'Tiiie's,  twenty-two  miles  on  this  side  of  Lan- 
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■caster,  1  have    left  some  money,  and  necessary  directions, 

for  the  care  of  him  and  his  family,  until  further  orders  from 

the  Commissioners. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant,  ,^  ^. 

•'  '  (jEORGE  Morgan. 

To  tlie  Honourable  John  Hancock,  I^q. 


on    THE  PROCEEDINGS  IN  CONGRESS,  ETC.,  RELATING  TO 
INDEPENDENCE. 

When  1  meet  in  my  walks  w  ith  angry  disputants,  and  be- 
4iold  the  burets  of  rage  which  some  men  unhappily  give  way 
to,  I  often  repeat  to  myself  tliat  beautiful  exclamation  of  the 
inimitable  Sterne,  "  What  is  there  in  this  world's  goods  that 
can  so  sharpen  our  minds  against  each  other,  and  make  so 
many  kind-hearted  brethren  amongst  us  fall  out  so  cruelly 
by  the  way." 

What,  indeed,  is  there  in  the  naiTOw  limits  of  time  that 
should  induce  us  to  risk  our  future  peace  to  a  momentary 
gratification  of  passion  and  resentment,  and  embitter  the 
few  fleeting  hours  of  our  present  existence  ?  Whenever  I 
view  contending  parties  treating  each  other  with  envenomed 
asperity,  mv  very  soul  throbs  with  pain  for  their  feelings ; 
and  fain  would  I  exert  every  nerve  within  me  to  reconcile 
their  jarring  interests,  and  restore  that  happy  harmony,  for  the 
perfect  enjoyment  of  which  we  are  by  our  nature  so  amply 
fitted.  When  I  meet  with  that  wild  ambition  which  would 
deluge  the  world  with  human  gore,  for  the  extension  of  em- 
pire, or  establishing  some  favourite  views,  I  lament,  with 
truly  heart-felt  wo,  the  miserable  bosom  that  contains  it, 
and  breathe  out  a  supplicating  wish  that  the  great  Author 
of  Nature  may  confine  within  narrow  bounds  their  fatal 
effects. 

That  mankind  should  differ  in  sentiment  is  of  infinite  im- 
portance to  society  ;  but  that  they  should  support  that  dif- 
ference with  the  virulence  of  anger,  is  a  misfortune  of  the 
deepest  dye.  When  passion  once  possesses  the  mind,  it  be- 
comes blind  to  reason,  and  throws  the  whole  system  of  things 
into  confusion.  The  subject  becomes  lost  in  the  dispute, 
and,  instead  of  sober  argument,  they  substitute  intolerable 
abuse. 

I  have  been  led  into  these  reflections  by  a  review  of  the 
several  publications  which  have  lately  appeared  on  the  grand 
political  question  of  Independence ;  a  doctrine  of  so  impor- 
tant a  nature,  that  it  ought  to  be  sifted  to  the  bottom.  I  can 
readily  allow  the  utmost  indulgence  to  those  gentlemen  who 
have  started  tlie  thought,  and  most  heartily  admit  an  unli- 
mited freedom  to  support  their  arguments  ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  should  expect  a  grant  of  equal  indulgence  from  their 
side.  The  subject  is  a  grand  subject.  The  thought  was 
great,  an^  has  proceeded  from  no  little  mind.  But  then, 
gentlemen,  it  is  new ;  and  you  ought  to  grant  a  free  and  un- 
interrupted discussion  of  a  question  in  which  so  many  mil- 
lions are  concerned. 

That  the  opposers  of  the  novelty  may  not  be  thought  un- 
friendly to  the  American  cause,  and  to  show  the  necessity 
there  is  of  sober  and  cool  argument  to  convince  a  great 
number  of  well-meaning  men,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
showing  the  thoughts  of  several  publick  bodies  on  the  occa- 
sion, lest  some  should  ignorantly  run  away  with  the  opinion, 
which  has  been  too  hastily  adopted  by  a  few  of  the  inde- 
pendent writers,  that  those  who  hesitate  to  embrace  an  im- 
mediate Independency  have  sinister  views,  and  would  sacri- 
fice their  country  for  the  sake  of  a  reunion  with  Great 
Britain.  That  this  is  not  the  case,  and  that  it  is  not  the 
malevolent  party  view  of  a  trifling,  contemptible  junto,  seek- 
ing to  serve  tliemselves  at  the  expense  of  their  brethren,  I 
think  may  be  fairly  and  honestly  inferred  from  the  several 
following  quotations. 

I  shall  give  the  first  place  to  the  sentiments  which  I  find 
published  in  the  proceedings  of  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress,  excluding  everything  wiiich  was  transacted  before 
the  fatal  19th  o{  April,  when  hostilities  first  commenced  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain ;  from  whence  we  siiall  discover 
that  an  idea  of  total  separation  by  no  means  took  place  on 
that  unhappy  event,  but  that  a  restoration  of  the  beneficial 
connection  that  had  before  existed  was  the  principle  ob- 
ject in  view ;  therefore,  if  the  writers  in  opposition  to  this 
new  doctrine  should  not  be  convinced  of  the  propriety  of 
abjuring  England  so  speedily  as  the  Independents  desire, 


they  ought  not  to  be  surprised,  much  less  ought  they  to  get 
angry  on  the  occasion.  Christianity  itself  has  been  up- 
wards of  seventeen  hundred  years  in  the  world,  and  yet 
millions  of  its  inhabitants  are  still  to  be  convinced  of  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  Christian  religion  ;  and  even  amongst  the 
professors  of  Christianity  themselves,  how  slowly  has  the  Re- 
formation advanced.  Men  must  be  convinced  before  they 
become  converted.  Why,  then,  this  impatient  earnestness 
for  a  whole  Continent  to  assent  to  a  doctrine  the  tidings  of 
which  have  scarcely  reached  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Mid- 
dle Provinces  ?  If  any  single  man  or  set  of  men  should 
doubt  the  propriety  of  tiie  measure,  they  have  an  undoubted 
right  to  speak  their  minds,  and  ought  to  be  heard,  without 
being  charged  with  sentiments  inimical  to  America.  But  1 
shall  proceed  to  produce  my  authorities. 

Whilst  bleeding  with  the  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of 
Lexington,  when  every  passion  of  rage  and  resentment  must 
be  supposed  to  have  been  at  its  greatest  height,  we  find  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  Massachusetts-Bay  thus  expressing 
themselves  in  their  Address  to  the  Inhabitants  oi  Great  Bri- 
tain.  After  reciting  the  ravages  committed  by  the  soldiery, 
they  add :  *  "  These,  brethren,  are  marks  of  Ministerial  ven- 
geance against  this  Colony,  for  refusing,  with  her  sister  Co- 
lonies, a  submission  to  slavery.  But  they  have  not  yet  de- 
tached us  from  our  Royal  Sovereign.  We  profess  to  be  his 
loyal  and  dutiful  subjects  ;  and  so  hardly  dealt  with  as  we 
have  been,  are  still  ready,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to 
defend  his  person,  family,  crown,  and  dignity." 

A  little  further  they  add :  f  "  We  sincerely  hope  that  the 
Great  Sovereign  of  the  Universe,  who  hath  so  often  apjieared 
for  the  English  Nation,  will  support  you  in  every  rational, 
manly  exertion,  with  these  Colonies,  for  saving  it  from  ruin  ; 
and  that  in  a  constitutional  connection  with  the  Mother 
Country,  we  shall  soon  be  a  free  and  happy  People." 

On  intelligence  being  brought  to  Congress  of  the  taking 
Ticonderoga,  they  resolved,  amongst  other  things,  J  "  That 
an  exact  inventory  be  taken  of  all  such  cannon  and  stores, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  safely  returned  when  the  restora- 
tion of  the  former  hannony  between  Great  Britain  and 
these  Colonies,  so  ardently  wished  for  by  the  latter,  shall 
render  it  prudent  and  consistent  with  the  overruling  law  of 
self-preservation." 

The  Conujress  being:  resolved  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  America, 
agreed  to  an  unanimous  resolve,  in  which  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  That  these  (yolonies  be  immediately  put 
into  a  state  of  defence.  But  as  we  most  ardently  wish  for 
a  restoration  of  that  harmony  formerly  subsisting  between 
our  Mother  Country  and  these  Colonies,  (the  interruption  of 
which  must,  at  all  events,  be  exceedingly  injurious  to  both 
countries,)  that,  with  a  sincere  design  of  contributing,  by  all 
the  means  in  our  power  not  incompatible  with  a  just  regard 
lor  die  undoubted  rights  and  true  interests  of  these  Colonies, 
to  the  promotion  of  this  most  desirable  reconciliation,  an  hum- 
ble and  dutiful  petition  be  presented  to  his  Majesty." 

In  the  resolution  for  a  Fast,  to  be  kept  the  20th  of  July 
last,  it  is  recommended,  amongst  other  things,  to  offer  up 
supplications  to  the  Almighty,  ||"That  all  America  may 
soon  behold  a  gracious  interposition  of  Heaven  for  the  re- 
dress of  the  many  grievances,  the  restoration  of  her  invaded 
rights,  and  a  reconciliation  with  the  Parent  State,  on  tenns 
constitutional  and  honourable  to  botii." 

In  their  Declaration,  published  after  the  battle  o( Bunker's 
Hill,  amongst  other  tilings,  they  say  :  "  Lest  this  Declara- 
tion should  disquiet  the  minds  of  our  friends  and  fellow- 
subjects  in  any  part  of  the  Empire,  we  assure  them  that  we 
mean  not  to  dissolve  that  union  which  has  so  long  and  so 
happily  subsisted  between  us,  which  we  sincerely  wish  to 
see  restored.  We  have  not  raised  armies  witli  ambitious 
designs  of  separating  from  Great  Britain,  and  establishing 
independent  States." 

They  finish  their  Declaration  with  an  admirable  solem- 
nity, in  these  words :  "  With  an  humble  confidence  in  the 
mercies  of  the  supreme  and  impartial  Judge  and  Ruler 
of  the  Univeree.  we  most  devoutly  implore  His  divine  good- 
ness to  protect  us  happily  through  this  great  conflict,  to  dis- 
pose our  adversaries  to  reconciliation  on  reasonable  terms, 
and  thereby  to  relieve  the  Empire  from  the  calamities  of 
civil  war." 

In  their  Petition  to  his  Majesty,  we  find  them  thus  ex- 

*  Journal  of  Congress,  p.  45.    f  Page  59.    }  Page  63.     |  Page  87. 
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pressing  themselves,  page  55:  "  Attaclied  to  your  Majesty's 
person,  family,  and  Government,  with  all  devotion  that  prin- 
ciple and  aflection  can  inspire,  connected  with  Great  Bri- 
tain by  the  strongest  ties  that  can  unite  societies,  and  de- 
ploring every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken 
them,  we  solemnly  assure  your  Majesty  that  we  not  only 
most  ardentljf  desire  the  former  harmony  between  her  and 
these  Colonies  may  be  restored,  but  that  a  concord  may  be 
established  between  them,  upon  so  firm  a  basis  as  to  per- 
petuate its  blessings,  uninterrupted  by  any  future  dissensions, 
to  succeeding  generations,  in  both  countries. 

"  We  beg  leave  further  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that,  not- 
withstanding the  sufferings  of  your  loyal  (Colonists  during 
the  course  of  this  present  controversy,  our  breasts  retain  too 
tender  a  regard  for  the  kingdom  from  which  we  derive  our 
origin,  to  requast  such  a  reconciliation  as  might,  in  any  man- 
ner, be  inconsistent  w  ith  her  dignity  or  her  welfare.  These, 
(related  as  we  are  to  her,)  honour  and  duty,  as  well  as  in- 
clination, induce  us  to  support  and  advance  ;  and  the  appre- 
hensions that  now  oppress  our  hearts  with  unspeakable  grief, 
being  once  removed,  your  Majesty  will  find  your  faithful  sub- 
jects on  this  Continent  ready  and  willing,  at  all  times,  (as 
they  have  ever  been.)  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  assert 
and  maintain  the  rights  and  interests  of  your  Majesty,  and 
of  our  Mother  Country." 

In  their  Address  to  the  People  of  England,  (page  163,) 
they  say :  "  We  are  accused  of  aiming  at  Independence  ;  but 
how  is  this  accusation  supported  ?  By  the  allegations  of 
your  Ministers  ;  not  by  our  actions." 

A  little  further,  they  add :  "  Even  under  these  circum- 
stances, what  measures  have  we  taken  that  betray  a  desire 
of  Independence?" 

After  speaking  of  the  taking  possession  of  Ticonderoga 
and  Crown  Point,  they  say,  page  165 :  "  Yet  give  us  leave 
most  solemnly  to  assure  you,  that  we  have  not  yet  lost  sight 
of  the  object  we  have  ever  had  in  view — a  reconciliation 
with  you  on  constitutional  principles,  and  a  restoration  of 
that  friendly  intercourse  which,  to  the  advantage  of  both, 
we  till  lately  maintained." 

Page  166,  they  add  :  "  It  has  been  said  that  we  refuse  to 
submit  to  the  restrictions  on  our  commerce.  From  whence 
is  this  inference  drawn  ?  Not  from  our  words.  We  have 
repeatedly  declared  the  contrary ;  and  we  again  profess  our 
submission  to  the  several  acts  of  trade  and  navigation  passed 
before  the  year  1763  ;  trusting,  nevertheless,  in  the  equity 
and  justice  of  Parliament,  that  such  of  them  as,  upon  cool 
and  impartial  consideration,  shall  appear  to  have  imposed 
unnecessary  or  grievous  restrictions,  will,  at  some  happier 
period,  be  restricted  or  altered." 

In  their  Letter  to  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Corporation  oi Lon- 
don, sent  home  by  Govemour Penn,  (page  172,)  they  say: 
"North-America,  my  Lord,  wishes  most  ardently  for  a  last- 
ing connection  with  Great  Britain,  on  terms  of  just  and 
equal  liberty  ;  less  than  which  generous  minds  will  not  offer, 
nor  brave  and  free  ones  be  willing  to  receive.  A  cruel  war 
has  at  length  been  opened  against  us  ;  and  whilst  we  prepare 
to  defend  ourselves  like  the  descendants  of  Britons,  we  still 
hope  that  the  mediation  of  wise  and  good  citizens  will  at 
length  prevail  over  despotism,  and  restore  harmony  and 
peace,  on  permanent  principles,  to  an  oppressed  and  di- 
vided Empire." 

In  the  Talk  drawn  uj)  to  be  held  with  the  Indians,  after 
reciting  to  them  the  happy  connection  that  had  subsisted  for 
above  one  hundred  years  with  Britain,  and  informing  them 
of  the  present  cause  of  our  quarrel,  they  say,  (page  182:) 
"  Brothers  and  friends  of  the  Six  Nations,  attend :  We, 
upon  this  Island,  (meaning  America,)  have  often  spoke  and 
entreated  the  King,  and  his  servants  the  Counsellors,  that 
peace  and  harmony  might  still  continue  between  us ;  that 
we  cannot  part  with  or  lose  our  hold  of  the  old  covenant- 
chain  which  united  our  fathers  and  theii-s  ;  that  we  want  to 
brighten  this  chain,  and  keep  the  way  open,  as  our  fathers 
did ;  that  we  want  to  live  with  them  as  brothers ;  labour, 
trade,  travel  abroad,  eat  and  drink  in  peace.  We  have  often 
asked  them  to  love  us,  and  live  in  friendship  with  us,  as 
their  fathers  did  with  ours." 

Page  186,  they  tell  them:  "We  do  not  take  up  the 
hatchet,  and  struggle  for  honour  or  conquest,  but  to  maintain 
our  civil  Constitution  and  religious  principles,  the  very  same 
for  which  our  forefathers  left  their  native  land  and  came  to 
this  country." 


In  addressing  the  People  o(  Ireland,  (page  221,)  aftcT 
most  pathetically  describing  the  ravages  of  the  Ministerial 
Army,  the  burning  of  Ckarkstown,  and  the  deplorable 
situation  of  the  town  of  Boston,  they  declare :  "  Though 
vilified  as  wanting  spirit,  we  are  determined  to  behave 
like  men  ;  though  insulted  and  abused,  we  wish  for  recon- 
ciliation ;  though  defamed  as  seditious,  we  are  ready  tO' 
obey  the  laws ;  and  though  charged  with  rebellion,  will 
cheerfully  bleed  in  defence  of  our  Sovereign,  in  a  righte- 
ous cause.  What  more  can  we  say  ?  What  more  can  we 
offer?" 

Thus,  we  find  the  Congress,  through  the  whole  of  their 
proceedings,  till  the  time  of  their  adjournment,  uniformly- 
holding  up  the  idea  of  reconciliation.  If  we  look  for  the 
sentiments  of  whole  Provinces  of  a  much  later  date,  we 
shall  find  them  still  acting  upon  the  same  principles.  The 
Instructions  from  the  Representatives  of  the  People  of  Penn- 
syhania,  (who  form  one-eighth  of  the  whole  Continent,) 
expressly  direct  their  Delegates  in  Congress  to  keep  up  a 
steady  opposition  to  every  proposal  of  separation  from  Great 
Britain. 

The  Province  o(  Maryland,  in  Convention  met  the  7th 
day  of  last  December,  unanimously  resolved,  that  being 
deeply  affected  with  the  suspicion  entertained  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, of  these  Colonies  designing  to  establish  an  independent 
Empire,  declare  that  they  are  "  desirous  to  remove  from  the 
mind  of  the  King  an  opinion  which  we  feel  to  be  highly  in- 
jurious to  the  People  of  this  Province ;  and  in  order  to  mani- 
fest to  his  Majesty,  to  the  Parliament,  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  the  whole  world,  the  rectitude  and  purity  of 
our  intentions  in  the  present  opposition  to  the  measures  of 
the  British  Ministry  and  Parliament,  do  declare,  that  the 
people  of  this  Province,  strongly  attached  to  the  English 
Constitution,  and  truly  sensible  of  the  blessing  they  have 
derived  from  it,  warmly  impressed  with  sentiments  of  affec- 
tion for  and  loyalty  to  the  House  of  Hanover,  connected 
with  the  British  Nation  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  interest, 
and  being  thoroughly  convinced  that,  to  be  free  subjects  of 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  with  all  its  consequences,  is  to 
be  the  freest  members  of  any  civil  society  in  the  known 
world,  never  did,  nor  do  entertain  any  views  or  desires  of 
Independency.  That  as  they  consider  their  union  with  the 
Mother  Country,  upon  terms  that  may  insure  to  them  a  per- 
manent freedom  as  their  highest  felicity,  so  would  they  view 
the  fatal  necessity  of  separating  from  her,  as  a  misfortune 
next  to  the  greatest  that  can  befall  them." 

In  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  Assembly  of  New- 
Jersey,  held  last  November,  we  find  that  sundry  Petitions 
against  Independency  were  presented  to  the  House ;  that 
several  of  the  signers  were  summoned  to  attend,  who,  it 
seems,  had  signed  the  Petition  on  the  report  that  "  some 
men  affected  Independency."  On  reading  the  Petitions  a 
second  time,  the  House  came  to  the  following  resolves: 
"  That  reports  of  Independency,  in  the  apprehension  of  thb 
House,  are  groundless  ;  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  De- 
legates of  the  Colony  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  for  the 
obtaining  a  redress  of  American  grievances,  and  for  resto- 
ring the  union  between  the  Colonies  and  Great  Britain 
upon  constitutional  principles ;  that  the  said  Delegates  be 
directed  not  to  give  their  assent  to,  but  utterly  reject  any 
propositions,  if  such  should  be  made,  that  may  separate  this 
Colony  from  the  Mother  Country,  or  change  the  form  of  Go- 
vernment thereof." 

On  examining  the  votes  a  little  further,'  it  should  seem 
that  one  of  the  petitioners,  who  had  been  summoned  before 
the  House,  had  charged  one  of  the  members  with  support- 
ing the  doctrine  of  Independency;  in  consequence  of  which 
we  find  the  following  paragraph,  page  20 : 

"Mr attending  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  fore- 
noon, and,  being  examined  as  to  the  words  spoken  by  him 
of  the  member,  informed  the  House  that  he  neither  intended 
any  offence  or  insult  to  the  House,  or  any  member  of  it,  and 
that  he  is  sorry  any  m<;mber  of  the  House  should  take  it  as 
an  insult  upon  him ;  with  which  this  House  being  satisfied, 

and  being  of  opinion  that  it  appears  Mr really 

misapprehended  the  words  of  the  member,  and  that  the 
same  member  is  not  justly  chargeable  with  such  opinions, 

do  discharge  Mr fix)m  any  further  attendance  on 

the  House." 

Here  we  see  that  the  Assembly  express  themselves  as  if 
it  were  criminal  to  hold  such  opinions,  by  using  the  words 
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-"  not  justly  chargeable."  As  to  the  "  hoklin<r  of  opinions," 
I  conceive  that  everj'  man  lias  a  right  to  hold  wiiatever  sort 
he  pleases,  so  long  as  he  does  not  insist  on  obliging  other 
people  to  hold  the  same. 

At  a  Town  Meeting  held  at  Portsmouth,  Neto-Hamp- 
■shire,  the  25th  o{  December  last,  to  appoint  Delegates  to  re- 
present them  in  Provincial  Congress,  we  find  their  senti- 
.ments  fully  expressed  by  an  unanimous  vote  of  Instructions 
to  their  Delegates,  as  follow  s :  "  The  precept  sent  to  this 
town  for  the  choice  of  Delegates,  mentions  our  taking  up  a 
form  of  Government  in  this  Colony.  This  we  conceive  to 
be  a  measure  to  be  entered  upon  with  the  greatest  caution, 
calmness,  and  deliberation.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the 
present  times  are  too  unsettled  to  admit  of  perfecting  a  form 
stable  and  permanent,  and  that  to  attempt  it  now  would 
injure  us,  by  furnishing  our  enemies  in  Great  Britain  with 
arguinents  to  persuade  the  good  people  there  that  we  are 
aiming  at  Independency,  which  we  totally  disavow.  We 
should  therefore  prefer  the  Government  of  the  Congress  till 
God,  in  his  providence,  shall  afford  us  quieter  times."  But 
leaving  the  matter  of  taking  up  a  form  of  Govemment  to 
their  Convention,  and  recommending  an  earnest  attention  to 
putting  the  Province  into  a  posture  of  defence,  they  add, 
"  At  the  same  time,  however,  that  we  give  you  this  instruc- 
tion, we  recommend  it  to  you  that,  should  a  plan  of  accom- 
modation be  proposed,  the  completion  of  which  will  termi- 
nate in  an  honourable  settlement  of  the  present  dispute,  you 
give  your  assent  thereto." 

January  5, 1776,  a  Convention  for  the  Province  of  JVejw- 
Hampshire  met  at  Exeter,  and  after  reciting  the  necessity 
of  assuming  a  form  of  Government,  and  the  power  given 
them  by  the  Continental  Congress  for  that  purpose,  as  well 
as  the  abdication  of  the  Governour  and  Council,  they  de- 
clare that,  "  for  the  preservation  of  peace  and  good  order, 
and  for  the  security  of  the  Hves  and  properties  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony,  we  conceive  ourselves  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  establishing  a  form  of  Government,  to  continue 
during  the  present  unhappy  and  unnatural  contest  with  Great 
Britain,  protesting  and  declaring  that  we  never  sought  to 
throw  off  our  dependance  upon  Great  Britain,  but  felt  our- 
selves happy  under  her  protection,  whilst  we  could  enjoy 
our  constitutional  rights  and  privileges,  and  that  we  shall  re- 
joice if  such  a  reconciliation  between  us  and  our  Parent 
State  can  be  effected,  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  in  whose  prudence  and  wisdom  we  con- 
fide. 

Thus,  we  find  that  a  reunion  with  Great  Britain,  upon 
constitutional  principles,  has  been  the  favourite  object  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  whose  conduct  has  been  steadily 
marked  with  defensive  movements,  and  nowhere  giving 
way  to  revenge  or  resentment — passions  inconsistent  with 
the  dignity  of  publick  bodies.  Though  deeply  afflicted  with 
the  distresses  of  their  country  on  every  hand,  they  have 
made  a  redress  of  grievances,  and  the  protection  of  Ame- 
rica, their  only  care.  Nor  can  I  trace  a  single  step  which 
induces  me  to  believe  they  now  wish  for  Independence. 
Till  they  do,  or  publish  their  desires  of  taking  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  at  large,  on  this  important  question,  in 
such  manner  as  their  own  wisdom  shall  direct,  every  man 
will  hold  himself  guiltless  in  both  speaking  and  writing  on 
the  subject.  It  is  not  the  subject  of  a  day,  that  in  the  morn- 
ing blossoms,  and  at  night  fades  to  unfold  no  more  ;  but  it  is 
an  event  in  which  millions  in  future  ages  are  to  be  deeply 
interested.  Why,  then,  would  the  writers  in  favour  of  a  total 
separation  wish  to  suppress  an  opposition  ?  If  liberty  and 
liappiness  has  inlisted  on  the  one  side,  and  misery  and  slavery 
on  the  other,  surely  it  is  a  truth  that  may  be  easily  displayed, 
and  will  be  shown  more  clearly  by  opposition.  On  the  side 
of  reconciliation,  I  find,  exclusive  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress : 

Inhabitants. 
Maryland,  in  Convention  met,  representing  -  310,174 
Pennsylvania,  in  Assembly  met,  representing  -  372,208 
New-Jersey,  in  Assembly  met,  representing  -  161,290 
New-Hampshire,  in  Convention  met,  representing     124,069 


on  the  Continent,  in  joining  their  voices,  and  to  screen  them 
fiDm  the  ungenerous  charges  of  being  the  corrupt  tools  of 
Government,  and  having  no  other  view  than  "  pensions  and 
titles"  for  themselves  and  families.  Away  with  all  such  un- 
handsoine  reflections  on  party  schemes  and  paily  views. 
Convince  me  but  once  that  more  happiness  is  to  be  expected 
from  Independence  than  from  reconciliation,  and  instantly  I 
renounce  Great  Britain  forever. 

Some  late  writers  justify  personality  in  publick  disputes ; 
for  my  part  I  cannot  conceive  what  persons  have  to  do  with 
the  matter.  If  a  highwayman  was  to  stop  my  coach  on  the 
road,  and,  after  taking  my  purse,  was  to  tell  me  I  had  lost 
the  linchpin  from  my  wheel,  I  should  certainly  deserve  to 
be  overturned  if  I  neglected  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  his 
information.  So  with  respect  to  Independence;  1  care  not 
who  it  is  that  infonns  me  of  the  miseries  of  a  separation,  or 
what  may  be  his  views.  I  shall  listen  to  his  tale,  and  judge 
for  myself.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  peace,  plenty, 
and  liberty  of  Independence  are  pointed  out  with  all  the 
colours  of  description,  it  is  no  matter  to  me  whether  my 
director  has  views  of  power  and  dignity  for  himself  or  not ; 
I  shall  examine  the  principles  and  leave  tiie  man ;  but  if, 
apart  from  argument,  I  should  have  any  preference  from 
prejudice,  it  would  be  to  that  side  which  appeared  most 
inclined  to  grant  an  unlimited  indulgence  to  a  freedom  of 
speech  and  the  freedom  of  the  press  ;  for  if  grievances  should 
hereafter  arise  in  the  Government  I  had  chosen,  such  free- 
dom would  sooner  enable  me  to  obtain  redress. 

Seek  Truth. 


LETTER    III. ^TO    CATO. 


967,741 
Which  is  near  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  America.  How 
many  of  the  other  Provinces  have  expressed  their  sentiments 
on  the  subject  of  Independence,  I  cannot  pretend  to  say; 
but  surely  these  are  enough  to  justify  any  writer  or  writers 


Calais  partisans  may  call  me  furious,  I  regard  it  not. 
There  are  men,  too,  who  have  not  virtue  enough  to  be  angry ; 
and  that  crime  perhaps  is  Cato's.  He  who  dares  not  offend 
cannot  be  honest.  Having  thus  balanced  the  charge,  I  pro- 
ceed to  Cato's  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  lettere,  all  of 
which,  as  they  contain  but  little  matter,  I  shall  dismiss  with  as 
little  trouble  and  less  formality.  Cato's  fourth,  and  the  greatest 
part  of  his  fifth  letter,  are  constructed  on  a  false  meaning, 
uncivilly  imposed  on  a  passage  quoted  from  Common  Sense ; 
and  for  which  the  author  of  that  pamphlet  hath  a  right  to 
expect  from  Cato  the  usual  concessions.  I  shall  quote  the 
passage  entire,  with  Cato's  additional  meaning,  and  the  in- 
ferences which  he  draws  therefrom. 

He  introduces  it  with  saying,  "  In  my  remarks  on  the 
pamphlet  before  me,  I  shall  first  consider  those  arguments 
on  which  he  (the  author)  appears  to  lay  his  chief  stress ; 
and  these  are  collected  under  four  heads  in  his  conclusion  ;" 
one  of  which  is,  "  It  is  the  custom  of  nations  when  any  two 
are  at  war,  for  some  other  Powers  not  engaged  in  the  quar- 
rel, to  step  in  by  way  of  mediators,  and  bring  about  the 
preliminaries  of  a  peace ;  but  while  America  calls  herself 
the  subject  of  Great  Britain,  no  Power,  however  well-dis- 
posed she  may  be,  can  offer  her  mediation."  The  meaning 
contained  in  this  passage  is  so  exceedingly  plain,  and  ex- 
pressed in  such  easy  and  familiar  terms,  that  it  scarcely 
admits  of  being  made  plainer.  No  one,  I  think,  could  have 
understood  it  any  otherwise  than  that,  while  we  continue  to 
call  ourselves  British  subjects,  the  quarrel  between  us  can 
only  be  called  a  family  quarrel,  in  which  it  would  be  just  as 
indelicate  for  any  other  nation  to  advise,  or  any  way  to 
meddle  or  make,  even  with  their  offers  of  mediation,  as  it 
would  be  for  a  third  person  to  interfere  in  a  quarrel  between 
a  man  and  his  wife.  Whereas,  were  we  to  make  use  of 
that  natural  right  which  all  other  nations  have  done  before 
us,  and  erect  a  Government  of  our  own,  independent  of  all 
the  world,  the  quarrel  could  then  be  no  longer  called  a 
family  quarrel,  but  a  regular  war  between  the  two  Powers 
of  Britain  and  America,  in  the  same  manner  as  one  carried 
on  between  England  and  France  ;  and  in  this  state  of  poli- 
tical separation,  the  neutral  powers  might  kindly  tender  their 
mediation,  (as  hath  always  been  the  practice,)  and  bring 
about  the  preliminaries  of  a  peace.  Not  a  union,  Cato; 
that  is  quite  another  thing.  But  instead  of  Cato's  taking  it 
in  this  easy  and  natural  sense,  he  flies  away  on  a  wrong 
scent ;  charges  the  author  with  proposing  to  call  in  foreign 
assistance ;  and,  under  this  wilful  falsehood,  raises  up  a 
mighty  cry  after  nothing  at  all.  He  begins  his  wild  and 
unintelligible  comment  in  the  following  manner :  "  Is  this," 
says  he,  (meaning  the  passage  already  quoted,)  "  common 
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sense,  or  common  iionsenso  ?  Surely  peace  *  with  Great 
Jiritain  cannot  bo  tlie  object  of  tliis  writer,  after  the  horri- 
ble character  he  has  given  of  the  people  of  that  country, 
and  telling  us  that  reconciliation  with  them  would  be  our 
ruin.  The  latter  part  of  the  paragraph  seems  to  cast  some 
light  upon  the  former,  although  it  contradicts  it ;  for  these 
mediators  arc  not  to  interfere  lor  making  up  the  (juarrel,  but 
to  widen  it,  by  supporting  us  in  a  declaration,  that  we  are 
not  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain ;  a  new  sort  of  business 
truly  for  mediators !  But  this,  (continues  Cato,)  leads  us 
directly  to  the  main  inquiiy,  what  foreign  Power  is  able  to 
give  us  this  support?"  Wliat  supjwit,  Catol  The  pas- 
sage you  have  quoted  neither  says  a  syllable,  nor  insinuates 
a  hint  about  support.  It  speaks  only  of  neutral  Powci-s  in 
the  neighbourly  character  of  mediatoi-s  between  tiiose  who 
are  at  war ;  and  says  it  is  the  custom  of  European  Courts 
to  do  so.  Cato  hath  already  raised  Cominissionei-s  into  Am- 
bassadors ;  but  how  he  could  transform  mediators  into  men 
in  arms,  and  mediation  into  military  alliance,  is  surpassingly 
strange.  Read  the  part  over  again,  Cato ;  if  you  find  I 
have  charged  you  wrongfully,  and  will  point  it  out,  I  will 
engage  that  the  author  of  Common  Sense  shall  ask  you  par- 
don in  the  publick  papers  \\  ilh  his  name  to  it ;  but  if  die  error 
be  yours,  the  concession  on  your  part  follows  as  a  duty. 

Though  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  Cato  does  not  believe 
one  half  of  what  himself  has  written,  he,  nevertheless,  takes 
amazing  pains  to  frighten  his  readers  into  a  belief  of  the 
whole ;  tells  them  of  foreign  tixx)ps  (which  he  supposes  we 
are  going  to  send  for)  ravaging  up  and  down  the  country  ; 
of  their  "  bloody  massacres,  and  unrelenting  persecutions, 
which  would  harrow  up  (says  he)  the  very  souls  of  Protes- 
tants and  freemen."  Were  they  coming,  Cato,  (which  no  one 
ever  dreamed  of  but  yourself;  for,  thank  God,  we  want  them 
not,)  it  would  be  impossible  for  them  to  exceed,  or  even  to 
equal  the  cruelties  practised  by  the  British  Army  in  the 
East-Indies ;  the  tying  men  to  the  mouths  of  cannon  and 
"  blowing  them  away,"  was  never  acted  by  any  but  an 
English  General,  or  approved  by  any  but  a  British  Court.f 
Read  the  proceedings  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Indian 
afiairs. 

From  temporal  fears  Cato  proceeds  to  spiritual  ones  ;  and 
in  a  hypocritical  panick,  asks,  "  To  whose  share  will  Penn- 
sylvania fall — that  of  his  most  Catholick,  or  his  most  Chris- 
tian King  ?  I  confess,  (continues  he,)  that  the^e  questions 
stagger  me."  I  don't  wonder  at  it,  Cato — I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  some  kind  of  remorse  hath  overtaken  you — that 
you  begin  to  feel  that  you  are  "  heavy  laden" — you  have 
had  a  long  run  ;  and  the  stoutest  heart  must  fail  at  last. 

Cato,  perceiving  that  the  falsehoods  in  his  fourth  letter 
passed  unreproved,  ventured  boldly  on  a  fifth  ;  in  which  he 
continues  enlarging  on  the  same  convenient  bugbear.  "  In 
my  last,  (says  he,)  some  notice  was  taken  of  the  dangerous 
proposition  held  up  by  the  author  of  Common  Serise  for 
having  recourse  to  foreign  assistance."  When  will  Cato 
learn  to  speak  the  truth  !  The  assistance  which  we  hope 
for  from  France,  is  not  armies,  (we  want  them  not,)  but 
arms  and  ammunition.  We  have  already  received  into  this 
Province  only,  near  two  hundred  tons  of  saltpetre  and  gun- 
powder, besides  muskets.  Surely  we  may  continue  to  culti- 
vate a  useful  acquaintance,  widiout  such  malevolent  beings 
as  Cato  raising  his  barbarous  slander  thereon.  At  this  time,  it 
is  not  only  illiberal,  but  unpolitick,  and  perhaps  dangerous, 
to  be  [X)uring  forth  such  torrents  of  abuse  as  his  fourth  and 
fifth  letters  contain  against  the  only  Power  that,  in  articles 
of  defence,  hatb  supplied  our  hasty  wants.  Cato,  after  ex- 
pending near  two  lettere  in  beating  down  an  idol  which 
liimself  only  had  set  up,  proudly  congratulates  himself  on 
the  defeat,  and  marches  off  to  new  exploits,  leaving  behind 
him  the  following  Proclamation  :  "  Having  thus  (says  Cato) 
despatched  his  (the  author  of  Common  Sense's)  main  argu- 
ment for  Independence,  which  he  founds  on  the  neces- 
sity of  calling  in  foreign  assistance,  I  proceed  to  examine 
some  other  parts  of  his  work."  Not  a  syllable,  Cato,  doth 
any  part  of  the  pamphlet  in  question  say  of  calling  in  foreign 
assistance,  or  even  forming  military  alliances.  The  dream 
is  wholly  your  own  ;  and  is  directly  repugnant  both  to  the 
letter  and  spirit  of  every  page  in  the  piece.    The  idea  which 

*  It  is  a  strange  thing  that  Cato  cannot  be  taught  to  distinguiKh  be- 
tween peace  anci  union. 

+  Lord  Ctivt,  the  chief  of  Eastern  plunderers,  received  the  thanks  of 
the  Parliament  for  "his  honourable  conduct  in  tlic  Eust-lndies." 


Common  Sense  constantly  holds  up  is,  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  political  aifaii-s  of  Europe.  "As  Europe,  (says  die 
pamphlet,)  is  our  market  for  trade,  we  ought  to  form  no  poli- 
tical connections  with  any  part  of  it.  It  is  the  true  interest 
of  America  to  steer  clear  of  all  European  contentions." 
And  where  it  proposes  sending  a  manifesto  to  foreign  Courts, 
(which  it  is  high  lime  to  do,)  it  recommends  it  only  for  the 
purpose  of  announcing  to  diem  the  impossibility  of  our  living 
any  longer  under  the  British  Government,  and  of  "  assuring 
such  Courts  of  our  peaceable  disposition  towards  them,  and 
of  our  desire  of  entering  into  trade  with  them."  Learn  to 
be  an  honest  man,  Cato,  and  then  thou  wilt  not  be  thus  ex- 
posed. 1  have  been  the  more  particular  in  detecting  Cato 
here,  because  it  is  on  diis  bubble  that  his  air-built  batteiy 
against  Independence  is  raised.  A  poor  foundation  indeed ! 
which  even  the  point  of  a  pin,  or  a  pen  if  you  please,  can 
demolish  with  a  touch,  and  bury  the  formidable  Cato  beneath 
the  ruins  of  a  vapour ! 

From  this. part  of  his  fifth  letter  to  the  end  of  his  seventh, 
he  entirely  deserts  the  subject  of  Independence,  and  sets  up 
the  proud  standard  of  Kings,  in  preference  to  a  Republican 
form  of  Government.  My  remarks  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject will  be  general  and  concise. 

In  this  part  of  the  debate,  Cato  shelters  himself  chiefly  in 
quotations  from  other  authors,  without  reasoning  much  on 
the  matter  himself.*  In  answer  to  which,  I  present  him  with 
a  string  of  maxims  and  reflections,  drawn  fix)m  the  nature 
of  tilings,  without  borrowing  from  any  one.  Cato  may  ob- 
serve that  I  scarcely  ever  quote ;  the  reason  is  I  always 
diink.     But  to  return. 

Government  should  always  be  considered  as  a  matter  of 
convenience,  not  of  right.  The  Scripture  institutes  no  par- 
ticular form  of  Government,  but  it  enters  a  protest  against 
the  Monarchal  form ;  and  a  negation  on  one  thing,  where 
two  only  are  offered,  and  one  must  be  chosen,  amounts  to 
an  affirmative  on  the  other.  Monarchal  Government  was 
first  set  up  by  the  Heathens,  and  the  Almighty  permitted  it 
to  the  Jews  as  a  punishment.  "  I  gave  them  a  King  in  mine 
anger." — Hosea  xiii,  IL  A  Republican  form  of  Govern- 
ment is  pointed  out  by  nature — Kingly  Governments  by  an 
inequality  of  power.  In  Republican  Governments,  the 
leaders  of  the  people,  if  improper,  are  removeable  by  vote — 
Kings  only  by  arms.  An  unsuccessful  vote  in  the  first  case 
leaves  the  voter  safe ;  but  an  unsuccessful  attempt  in  the 
latter,  is  death.  Strange  that  diat  which  is  our  right  in  the 
one  should  be  our  ruin  in  the  other — from  which  reflection 
follows  this  maxim  :  That  that  mode  of  Government  in  which 
our  right  becomes  our  ruin,  cannot  be  the  right  one.  If  all 
human  nature  be  corrupt,  it  is  needless  to  strengthen  the  cor- 
ruption, by  establishing  a  succession  of  Kings,  who,  be  they 
ever  so  base,  are  still  to  be  obeyed ;  for  the  manners  of  a 
Court  will  always  have  an  influence  over  the  morals  of  a 
People. 

A  Republican  Government  hath  more  true  grandeur  in 
it  than  a  Kingly  one.  On  the  part  of  the  publick,  it  is 
more  consistent  with  freemen  to  appoint  their  rulei-s  than  to 
have  them  born ;  and  on  the  part  of  those  who  preside, 
it  is  far  nobler  to  be  a  ruler  by  the  choice  of  a  People,  than 
a  King  by  the  chance  of  birth.  Every  honest  Delegate  is 
more  than  a  Monarch.  Disorders  will  unavoidably  happen 
in  all  States  ;  but  Monarchal  Governments  are  the  most  sub- 
ject thereto,  because  the  balance  hangs  uneven.  "  Nineteen 
rebellions  and  eight  civil  wars  in  England  since  the  conquest." 
Whatever  commotions  are  produced  in  Republican  Slates 
are  not  produced  by  a  Republican  spirit,  but  by  those  who 
seek  to  extinguish  it.  A  Republican  State  cannot  produce 
its  own  destruction  ;  it  can  only  suffer  it.  No  nation  of  people, 
in  their  true  senses,  when  seriously  reflecting  on  the  rank  which 
God  hath  given  tliem,  and  the  reasoning  faculties  he  hath 
blessed  them  with,  would  ever,  of  their  own  consent,  give 
any  one  man  a  negative  power  over  the  whole.  No  man 
since  the  fall  hath  ever  been  equal  to  the  trust ;  wherefore  it 

•  The  following  is  an  instance  of  Cato't  method  of  conducting  an 
argument:  "'It'  hereditary  succession,'  says  Common  Sense,  (meaning 
succession  of  Monarchal  Governments.)  '  did  ensure  a  race  of  good  and 
wise  men,  it  would  have  the  seal  of  Divine  authority.'  Thus  we  find 
him,  (says  Cato)  with  his  own  hand  affixing  the  seal  of  Heaven  to 
what  he  before  told  us  the  Devil  invented,  and  the  Almighty  entered  his 
protest  against." — Cato's  seventh  Letter.  This  is  a  strange  argument 
indeed,  Cato,  or  rather,  it  is  ijo  argument  at  all ;  for  hereditary  succession 
does  not  ensure  a  race  of  good  and  wise  men  ;  consequently  has  not  the 
seal  of  Divine  authority. 
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is  insanity  in  us  to  entrust  them  with  it ;  and  in  this  sense, 
all  those  who  have  had  it  have  done  us  right  by  abusing  us 
into  reason.  Nature  seems  sometimes  to  laugh  at  mankind, 
by  giving  them  so  many  fools  lor  Kings  ;  at  other  times  she 
punishes  their  folly  by  giving  them  tyrants ;  but  England 
must  have  offended  highly  to  be  cursed  with  both  in  one. 
Rosseau  proposed  a  plan  for  establishing  a  perpetual  Euro- 
pean peace  ;  which  was  for  every  Stale  in  Etirojjc  lo  send 
Ambassadors  to  form  a  General  Council,  and  when  any  diffe- 
rence happened  between  any  two  nations,  to  refer  the  matter 
to  arbitration  instead  of  going  to  arms.  This  would  be 
Ibrming  a  kind  of  European  Republick  ;  but  the  proud  and 
plundering  spirit  of  Kings  hath  not  peace  for  its  object. 
They  look  not  at  the  good  of  mankind — they  set  not  out 
on  that  plan ;  and  if  the  history  of  the  creation,  and  the 
history  of  Kings  be  compared  together,  the  result  will  he 
this,  that  God  lialh  made  a  w-orld,  and  Kiiigs  have  robbed 
liim  of  it. 

But  that  which  sufliciendy  establishes  the  Republican 
mode  of  Government,  in  preference  to  a  Kingly  one,  even 
when  all  other  arguments  are  left  out,  is  this  simple  truth, 
that  all  men  are  Republicans  by  nature,  and  Royalists  only 
by  fashion.  And  this  is  fully  proved  by  that  passionate 
adoration  which  all  men  show  to  that  great  and  almost  only 
remaining  bulw  aik  of  natural  rights,  Trial  by  Juries,  which 
is  founded  on  a  pure  Republican  basis.  Here  the  power 
of  Kings  is  shut  out.  No  Royal  negative  can  enter  this 
Court.  The  Jury,  which  is  here  supreme,  is  a  Republick, 
a  body  of  judges  chosen  from  among  the  People.  The 
cliarter  which  secures  this  Ireedom  in  England  w  as  formed, 
not  in  the  Senate,  but  in  the  field ;  and  insisted  on  by  the 
People,  not  granted  by  the  Crown.  The  Crown  in  that  in- 
stance granted  nothing,  but  only  renounced  its  former  tyran- 
nies, and  bound  itself  over  to  its  future  good  behaviour.  It 
was  the  compromise  by  which  the  wearer  of  it  made  his 
peace  with  the  People,  and  the  condition  on  which  he  was 
suffered  to  reign. 

Here  ends  my  reply  to  all  the  letters  which  liave  at  pre- 
sent appeared  under  the  signature  of  Caio,  being  at  this  time 
seven  in  number.  I  have  made  no  particular  remarks  on  his 
two  last,  which  treats  only  of  the  mode  of  Government,  but 
answered  to  them  generally.  In  one  place  I  observe  he 
accuses  the  writer  of  Common  Sense  with  inconsistency,  in 
having  declared,  "  that  no  man  was  a  warmer  wisher  for 
reconciliation  than  himself  before  the  fatal  19th  of  April, 
1775  ;"  "  that  is,  (says  Cato,)  reconciliation  to  Monarchal 
Government."  To  which  I  reply,  that  war  ought  to  be  no 
man's  wish,  neither  ought  any  man  to  perplex  a  State 
already  formed,  with  his  private  o])inions,  "  the  mode  of 
Government  being  a  proper  consideration  for  those  coun- 
tiies"  only,  "  which  have  their  Governments  yet  to  form.'' — 
Common  Sense. 

On  a  review  of  the  ground  which  I  have  gone  over  in 
Cato's  letters,  (exclusive  of  what  I  have  omitted,)  I  find 
tlie  following  material  charges  against  him : 

First.  He  hath  accused  the  Committee  with  crimes  ge- 
nerally ;  stated  none,  nor  proved,  nor  attempted  to  prove 
any.  N.  B.  The  pretence  of  charging  the  acts  of  a  body 
of  men  on  individuals  is  too  slender  to  be  admitted.* 

Secondly.  He  hath  falsely  complained  to  the  publick  of 
the  restraint  of  the  Press. 

Thirdly.  He  hath  wickedly  asserted  that  "  gleams  of  re- 
conciliation had  lately  broken  in  upon  us ;"  thereby  grossly 
deceiving  the  People. 

Fourthly.  He  hath  insinuated,  as  if  he  wished  the  publick 
lo  believe,  that  we  had  received  "  the  utmost  assurance  of 
having  all  our  grievances  redressed,  and  an  ample  security 
against  any  future  violation  of  our  just  rights." 

Fifthly.  He  hath  spread  false  alanns  of  calling  in  foreign 
Troops. 

Sixtlily.  He  hath  turned  the  Scripture  into  a  jest. — Ez. 

XXXV. 

These  falsehoods,  if  uncontradicted,  might  have  passed 
for  truths,  and  the  minds  of  persons  remote  from  better 

*  Cato  anJ  I  differ  matprially  in  our  ouiiiioii  of  Committeps.  I  consi- 
der them  as  the  only  constituliunal  boJic:i  at  present  in  this  Province, 
and  that  for  the  following  reason ;  they  wore  duly  elected  by  the  pcoplo, 
and  cheerfully  and  faithfully  do  the  service  for  which  tlicy  were  elected. 
The  House  of  Assembly  were  likewise  ciccted  by  the  people,  but  do  the 
business  for  which  they  were  not  electeil.  Their  authority  ix  truly  uii- 
conslitutional,  being  self-created.  My  charge  is  as  a  body,  and  not  as 
individuals. 


intelligence,  might  have  been  greatly  embarrassed  thereby. 
Let  our  opinions  be  what  they  will,  truth,  as  to  facts,  should 
be  strictly  adhered  to.  It  was  this  affecting  consideration 
that  drew  out  the  Forester  (a  perfect  volunteer)  to  the  pain- 
ful task  of  writing  three  long  letters,  and  occasioned  to  the 
publick  the  trouble  of  reading  them. 

Having,  for  the  present,  closed  my  correspondence  with 
Cato,  I  shall  conclude  this  letter  with  a  well-meant,  affec- 
tionate address 

To  THE  People. 

It  is  not  a  time  to  trifle.  Men  who  know  they  deser^'e 
nothing  from  their  country,  and  whose  hope  is  on  the  ann 
that  hath  sought  to  enslave  ye,  may  hold  out  to  you,  as  Cato 
hath  done,  the  false  light  of  Reconciliation.  There  is  no  such 
thing.  'Tis  gone !  'tis  past !  The  grave  hath  parted  us, 
and  death,  in  the  persons  of  the  slain,  hath  cut  the  thread 
of  life  between  Britain  and  America. 

Conquest,  and  not  reconciliation,  is  the  plan  of  Britain. 
But  admitting  even  the  last  hope  of  the  Tories  to  happen, 
which  is,  that  our  enemies,  after  a  long  succession  of  losses, 
wearied  and  disabled,  should  despairingly  throw  dow  n  their 
arms  and  propose  a  reunion,  in  that  case,  what  is  to  be  done  ? 
Are  defeated  and  disappointed  tyrants  to  be  considered  like 
mistaken  and  converted  friends  ?  Or  would  it  be  right  to 
receive  those  for  govemours,  who,  had  they  been  conquer- 
ors, would  have  hung  us  up  for  traitors?  Certainly  not. 
Reject  the  offer,  then,  and  propose  another ;  which  is.  We 
will  make  peace  with  you  as  with  enemies ;  but  we  will 
never  reunite  with  you  as  friends.  This  effected,  and  ye 
secure  to  yourselves  the  pleasing  prospect  of  an  eternal 
peace.  America,  remote  from  all  the  wrangling  worid,  may 
live  at  ease.  Bounded  by  the  ocean,  and  backed  by  the 
wilderness,  what  hath  she  to  fear  but  her  God  ? 

Be  not  deceived.  It  is  not  a  little  that  is  at  stake.  Re- 
conciliation will  not  now  go  down,  even  if  it  were  offered. 
'Tis  a  dangerous  question  ;  for  the  eyes  of  all  men  begin  to 
open.  There  is  now  no  secret  in  the  matter ;  there  ought 
to  be  none.  It  is  a  case  that  concerns  every  man,  and 
every  man  ought  to  lay  it  to  heart.  He  that  is  here,  and  he 
that  was  born  here,  are  alike  concerned.  It  is  needless,  too, 
to  split  the  business  into  a  thousand  parts,  and  perplex  it  with 
endless  and  fiiiitless  investigations,  in  the  manner  that  the 
writer  signed  a  Common  Man  hath  done.  This  unparalleled 
contention  of  nations  is  not  to  be  settled  like  a  school-boy's 
task  of  pounds,  shillings,  pence,  and  fractions.  That  writer, 
though  he  may  mean  well,  is  strangely  below  the  mark. 
For  the  first  and  great  question,  and  that  which  involves 
every  other  in  it,  and  from  which  every  other  will  flow,  is 
happiness.  Can  this  Continent  be  happy  under  the  Go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  or  not  ?  Secondly.  Can  she 
be  happy  under  a  Government  of  our  own  ?  To  live  be- 
neath the  authority  of  those  whom  we  cannot  love,  is  misery, 
slavery,  or  what  name  you  please.  In  that  case,  there  will 
never  be  peace.  Security  will  be  a  thing  unknown,  be- 
cause a  treacherous  friend  in  power  is  the  most  dangerous 
of  enemies.  The  answer  to  the  second  question.  Can  Ame- 
rica be  happy  under  a  Government  of  her  own  ?  is  short  and 
siinple,  \h  :  as  happy  as  she  please.  She  hath  a  blank  sheet 
to  write  upon.     Put  it  not  off  too  long.  * 

Painful  as  the  task  of  speaking  the  truth  must  sometimes 
be,  yet  I  cannot  avoid  giving  the  following  hint,  because 
mucii,  nay,  almost  everything  depends  upon  it ;  and  that 
is,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  persons  whom  we  trust.  It 
is  the  duty  of  the  publick,  at  this  time,  to  scnitinize  closely 
into  the  conduct  of  their  Committee  membei-s.  Members  of 
Assembly,  and  Delegates  in  Congress ;  to  know  what  they 
do,  and  their  motives  for  so  doing.  Without  knowing  this, 
we  shall  never  know  who  to  confide  in  ;  but  shall  constandy 
mistake  friends  for  enemies,  and  enemies  for  fi-iends,  till,  in 
the  confusion  of  persons,  we  sacrifice  the  cause.  I  am  led 
to  this  reflection  by  the  following  circumstance:  that  the 
gentleman  to  whom  the  unwise  and  arbitrary  instructions  to 
the  Delegates  of  this  Province  owe  their  being,  and  who 
hath  bestowed  all  his  power  to  support  them,  is  said  to  be 
the  same  person  who,  when  the  ships  now  on  the  stocks 
were  wanting  timber,  refused  to  sell  it,  and  thus,  by  prevent- 
ing our  strength,  to  cry  out  of  our  insufficiency.  But  his 
hour  of  fame  is  past — ^he  is  hastening  to  his  political  exit. 

The  Forester. 

•  Forget  not  the  helpless  .ifrican. 
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GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  April  25,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 

and  Mr.  Hewcs.] 

New- York,  April  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  was  this  day  lionoiired  with  the  receipt  of  your 
favour  of  the  20tli  instant.  I  have  now  tlie  pleasure  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  the  four  regiments  designed  for  Canada, 
embarked  yesterday,  widi  a  fair  wind,  for  Albany,  under  the 
command  of  Colonels  Grcaton,  Patterson,  Bond,  and  Poor ; 
besides  which  there  was  a  company  of  Riflemen,  a  compa- 
ny of  Artificers,  and  two  Engineers  ;  the  whole  commanded 
by  Brigadier-General  Thompson. 

I  have  repeatedly  mentioned  to  the  honourable  Congress 
the  distressful  situation  we  are  in  for  want  of  arms.  With 
much  pains  and  difficulty  I  got  most  of  the  regiments  from 
the  eastward  tolerably  well  furnished  ;  but  find  the  York  re- 
giments very  badly  provided  ;  Colonel  Ritzema' s  has  scarcely 
any ;  and  yet  these  men,  being  inlisted  during  the  war,  and 
at  five  dollars  per  month,  ought  not,  in  my  judgment,  to  be 
discharged,  as  we  find  it  almost  as  difficult  to  get  men  as 
arms.  This  is  a  matter  of  some  importance,  which  I 
should  be  glad  to  receive  the  particular  opinion  of  Congress 
upon. 

Mr.  Baldwin  is  one  of  the  Assistant  Engineers  ordered 
to  Canada.  He  is,  indeed,  a  very  useful  man  in  his  depart- 
ment, but  declined  the  service  on  account  of  his  pay,  which 
he  says  is  inadequate  to  his  support.  In  order  to  induce  him 
to  continue,  I  promised  to  represent  his  case  to  Congress, 
and  would  recommend  an  increase  of  his  pay,  and  that  he 
should  have  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  of  which  he  is 
very  deserving.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  recommend  him 
to  the  Congress,  and  that  they  would  make  provision  for  him 
accordingly. 

A  few  days  ago,  application  was  made  to  me  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  for  this  Colony,  for  an  exchange  of  pri- 
soners ;  for  the  particulars,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  their 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  you  have  enclosed.  As  there  is  a 
standing  order  of  Congress,  that  no  sailors  or  soldiers  shall 
be  exchanged  for  citizens,  I  did  not  incline  to  comply  with 
their  request  without  the  particular  direction  of  Congress. 
But  I  have  been  since  informed  that  the  prisoners  (men- 
tioned in  the  Committee's  letter  as  citizens)  are  really  sea- 
men, taken  from  private  vessels,  but  not  in  anns.  How  far 
this  may  alter  the  case,  or  how  far  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced the  Congress  to  pass  the  resolve  above-mentioned 
may  still  exist,  must  be  left  to  their  determination. 

The  Militia  which,  on  my  application,  were  ordered  to 
this  place,  to  keep  possession  until  I  should  arrive  with  the 
Continental  forces,  were  obliged  to  return  home  without 
their  pay,  as  there  was  not  then  money  sufficient  in  thp 
Treasury  for  that  purpose,  and  to  answer  the  exigencies  of 
the  Army.  This  occasioned  great  uneasiness  among  them, 
and  may  be  attended  with  very  bad  consequences,  in  case 
we  should  have  occasion  for  their  service  on  any  future 
emergency.  I  therefore  beg  the  Congress  would  make  pro- 
vision for  their  pay,  and  point  out  particularly  whether  it  is  to 
be  done  by  the  commander  of  the  Continental  forces,  or  by 
the  Provincial  Assemblies  or  Conventions  from  whence  they 
are  sent. 

As  the  time  for  which  the  Riflemen  inlisted  will  expire 
on  the  1st  of  Jidy  next,  and  as  the  loss  of  such  a  valuable 
and  brave  body  of  men  will  be  of  great  injury  to  the  ser- 
vice, I  would  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
•whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  adopt  some  method  to  in- 
duce them  to  continue.  They  are,  indeed,  a  very  useful 
corps  ;  but  I  need  not  mention  this,  as  their  importance  is 
already  well  known  to  the  Congress.  It  is  necessary  they 
should  pay  an  early  attention  to  this  matter,  as  we  know, 
from  past  experience,  that  men  are  very  slow  in  reinlisting. 

When  [  had  the  honour  of  seeing  Admiral  Hopkins  at 
I^ew-London,  he  represented  to  me  the  weak  state  of  his 
fleet,  occasioned  by  sickness  and  the  damage  he  received  in 
his  engagement  with  the  enemy,  and  requested  I  would 
spare  him  two  hundred  men,  to  assist  him  in  a  design  he 
had  formed  of  attacking  Wallace.  This  I  readily  consented 
to,  and  the  men  are  to  be  returned  as  soon  as  the  service  is 
performed. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power,  at  present,  to  furnish  General 
Lee  with  the  companies  of  Artillery  he  desires.  I  have 
already  sent  two  companies  to  (^uebcck,  and  I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  procure  a  return  of  those  that  are  here.     I  ex- 


pect Colonel  Knox  every  moment,  and  shall  then  be  able 
to  determine  whether  any  can  be  spared  from  hence.  Blan- 
kets we  are  in  great  want  of  oui-selves,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  a  few  could  be  |)rocured  for  the  Riflemen  that  were 
ordered  for  Canada, 

1  enclose  you  Mr.  fVinthrop's  receipt  for  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  brought  some  time  ago  fioin  Philadelphia 
by  Major  Sherburne,  which  you  will  please  to  deliver  to  the 
Continental  Treasurers. 

On  my  arrival  here  I  found  that  Mr.  Livingston  had 
been  appointed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  a  Commissary, 
to  furnish  the  Continental  troops  stationed  in  this  city  with 
provisions.  I  supjiose  this  was  done  because  there  was  no 
Continental  Commissary  then  on  the  spot.  Mr.  Livingston 
still  claims  a  right  of  furnishing  all  the  troops  but  those  lately 
arrived  from  Cambridge.  Mr.  Trumbull  is  now  here ;  and 
as  I  consider  him  as  the  principal  in  that  office,  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  whether  any  part  of  the  Continental  troops  is 
to  bo  furnished  by  any  other  than  their  Commissary-Gene- 
ral. I  must  needs  say,  that  to  me  it  appears  very  inconsis- 
tent, and  must  create  great  confusion  in  the  accounts,  as 
well  as  in  the  contracts.  I  intended  to  have  laid  before 
Congress  the  amount  of  the  rations  as  supplied  by  Colonel 
Trumbull  and  Mr.  Livingston,  and  called  upon  those  gen- 
tlemen to  furnish  me  with  a  separate  estimate  for  that  pur- 
pose. Colonel  Trumbull  has  given  me  his,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears he  supplies  the  troops  at  eight  and  one-third  pence 
per  ration.  1  have  not  yet  received  any  from  Mr.  Living- 
ston, but  am  informed  his  contract  is  at  ten  and  a  halfpence. 
The  difference  is  immense,  as  it  will  amount  to  no  less  than 
two  hundred  pounds  per  day,  for  twenty  thousand  men  It 
is,  indeed,  to  be  considered,  that  Mr.  Livingston's  contract 
is  including  every  other  charge ;  and  that  to  Mr.  TrumbulTs 
must  be  added  store-hire,  clerks,  and  every  other  contingent 
expense ;  but  even  then  it  will  not  amount  to  so  much  as 
Mr.  Livingston's  by  a  penny  per  ration,  which  in  the  gross 
will  be  something  very  considerable.  I  thought  it  my  duty, 
without  prejudice  or  partiality,  to  state  the  matter  fairly  to 
Congress,  tliat  they  might  take  such  order  upon  it  as  to 
them  shall  seem  necessary.  I  cannot,  however,  in  justice 
to  Mr.  Trumbull,  help  adding,  that  he  has  been  indefatigable 
in  supplying  the  Army,  and  I  believe,  from  his  connections 
in  JScw-Lngland,  is  able  to  do  it  on  as  good  terms  as  any 
person  in  America. 

The  several  matters  contained  in  the  foregoing,  I  must 
beg  the  early  attention  of  Congress  to,  and  tliat  1  may  be 
favoured  with  an  answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  most 


obedient  servant. 


George  Washington. 


To  die  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 

New-York,  April  17,  1776.. 

Sir  :  The  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony  have  been 
requested  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  to  obtain  a  release  of 
seven  citizens,  now  detained  on  board  the  ships  Phenix  and 
Asia  as  prisoners.  They  are  well  informed  an  exchange 
may  be  effected,  if  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to 
give  them  the  benefit  of  a  number  of  your  prisoners  of  equal 
rank.  Should  either  of  the  ships  depart  with  the  prisoners 
on  board,  their  respective  families  must  labour  under  addi- 
tional misfortunes.  Some  of  them  have  been  detained  a  long 
time.  The  Committee  enclose  a  list  of  their  names,  and 
beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  they  are,  with  the  greatest 
esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

William  Paulding,  Chairman. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


general  orders. 

Ilead-Quarters,  New-York,  April  20,  1776. 
(Pdrfile,  Hariley  )  (C  lunienign,  Ncvtnham.) 

The  General  is  much  surprised  that,  notwithstanding  the 
order  of  the  14th  instant,  he  is  widiout  those  returns  he  then 
called  for.  He  again  repeats  the  order,  and  once  for  all 
requests  that  he  may  not,  in  future,  have  occasion  to  issue 
two  orders  to  the  same  purpose.  Returns  from  every  corps 
are  to  be  made  regularly,  at  Orderiy  time,  every  Saturday. 

James  Henry,  Sergeant,  Samuel  Smith,  Sergeant,  John 
McKenney,  Corporal,  aitid  Richard  Taylor,  Matross,  belong- 
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ing  to  the  Company  of  Artillery  commanded  by  Captain 
Hamilton,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  whereof 
Colonel  Stark  was  President,  for  "  mutiny :"  The  Court 
find  the  prisoners,  James  Henry  and  John  McKcnney,  guilty 
of  the  charge,  and  therefore  sentence  James  Henry  to  be  re- 
duced to  the  ranks,  and  mulcted  one  month's  pay  ;  and  John 
McKenney  to  be  reduced  to  a  Matross,  and  to  be  irapiisoned 
a  fortnight.  The  Court  finding  Samuel  Smith  and  Richard 
Taylor  guilty  of  disobedience  of  orders,  sentence  them  to 
be  reprimanded  by  the  Captain,  at  tlie  head  of  the  com- 
pany. 

The  General  approves  the  proceedings  of  the  above  Court- 
Martial,  and  orders  that  Sergeant  Jflwei-  Henry  and  Corporal 
John  McKenney,  as  they  have  not  paid  for  their  clothing,  be 
.stripped,  and  discharged  the  comjiany ;  and  tlie  sentence 
of  the  Court-Martial  upon  Sergeant  Smith  and  Richard 
Taylor,  to  be  executed  to-morrow  morning,  at  Guard- 
mounting. 

Lawrence  Ferguson,  tried  by  the  above  Court-Martial  for 
*'  striking  Lieutenant  Johnson,"  is  found  guilty  by  the  Court, 
and  sentenced  to  receive  twenty  lashes  on  his  bare  back. 
The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders  the  execu- 
tion of  it  to-morrow  morning,  at  Guard-mounting. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  April  21,  1776. 

(Parole,  Rocldngham.)  (Countei-sign,  Grafton.) 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  April  22,  1776. 

{Viw'e,  Richmond.}  (Counlsiaign,  Cimirdy.) 

For  the  future,  all  prisoners  confined  for  crimes,  for  which 
they  are  to  be  tried  by  a  General  Court-Martial,  are  to  be 
sent  to  the  Provost-Mai-shal,  (Captain  Moroney,)  who  has  a 
Guard  appointed  to  secure  them  ;  and  all  piisonei-s,  confined 
in  any  Guard  for  offences  that  come  under  the  cognizance 
of  a  Regimental  Court-Martial,  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Bar- 
rack Guard  of  the  Regiment  they  belong  to. 


ROBERT    H.    HARRISON    TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New-York,  April  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  favour  of  the  12th  instant,  and  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  not  in  his  power,  at  this  time,  to  forward  the 
supply  of  cash  you  ask  for,  having  found  and  received  here 
a  much  smaller  sum,  in  proportion  to  your  demands,  than 
what  he  left  for  your  department,  which  he  hoped  would 
have  been  equal  to  every  present  claim.  But  if  not,  his 
Excellency  apprehends  that  no  great  inconvenience  can 
arise  to  the  regiments  stationed  in  and  about  Boston,  to 
wait  a  little  tune  for  pay  hr  March,  until  money  can  be  sent 
for  that  purpose.  If  they  should  be  in  great  want,  and  very 
importunate,  he  doubts  not  but  the  honourable  General  Court 
\yill,  on  your  application,  lend  a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  them, 
on  promise  of  repayment  when  money  comes  to  hand. 

In  a  letter  his  Excellency  received  from  Congress,  of  the 
6th  oi  March,  they  mention  five  and  a  half  tons  of  powder 
to  have  been  sent  him  the  day  before,  and  that  it  would 
be  followed  in  a  day  or  two  after  by  ten  tons  more.  Five 
tons  having  only  arrived  before  his  departure  from  Cam- 
bridge, he  desires  you  will  inform  him  whether  any  more 
has  come  since  he  left  it,  and  what  quantity,  having  heard 
nothing  more  of  the  ten  tons,  save  that  a  small  pait  of  it 
was  stopped  on  the  road. 

His  Excellency  requests  your  most  careful  attention  to 
the  works  necessary  for  the  defence  of  Boston ;  and  is  hope- 
ful that,  ere  now,  they  are  so  strong  and  far  advanced  as  to 
render  the  town  entirely  secure.  He  wishes  you  to  fa^'our 
him  with  every  interesting  occurrence  from  time  to  time, 
and  by  the  earliest  opportunities. 

The  enclosed  warrant  is  for  Daniel  Rogers,  Esq.,  which 
you  will  please  to  deliver  him. 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Robert  H.  Harrison,  ^j'rf-d!e-Co»ip. 

To  Major-General  Ward,  Boston. 


copy  of  the  muster-roll  of  that  part  of  Captain  Billings's 
Company  that  I  mustered.  I  have  been  obliged  to  mus- 
ter part  of  Captain  Swartwoufs  Comi)any.  The  roll  goes 
down  by  this  conveyance.  I  wish  that  Colonel  Palmer,  or 
the  commanding  officer  here,  or  some  particular  person,  was 
appointed  to  muster  the  men  as  they  arrive,  as  I  conceive  it 
irregular  for  me  to  do  it.  But  there  seems  to  be  a  neces- 
sity, at  present,  for  some  one  to  undertake  the  business, 
even  without  an  order.  Should  be  glad  you  would  give  him 
a  copy,  or  lot  him  take  it  himself. 
1  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Gilbert  Livingston. 
To  John  McKesson,  Esq. 

CAPTAIN   BILLINGS    TO    NEW-VORK     COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Fort  Montgomery,  April  22,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Your  order  of  the  13th  ultimo  came  to 
hand.  In  compliance  to  die  same,  sent  one  of  my  Ser- 
geants immediately  to  the  County,  and  to  two  of  the  Precinct 
Committees  in  Dutchess,  with  a  copy  of  what  I  received 
from  Congress,  requesting  their  assistance,  with  as  much 
despatch  as  possible,  and  acquainting  them  that  I  had  but 
seven  guns,  and  about  forty  blankets,  which  I  had  (with 
difficulty)  purchased  in  the  country.  I  have  written  to 
Colonel  Ritzema,  desiring  to  know  whether  I  am  to  move 
before  I  get  supplied.  We  have  one  battery  finished,  ex-  # 
cepting  the  floor,  and  are  now  employed  in  cutting  and 
making  fascines.  Garrison  sickly.  1  send  enclosed  the  re- 
turn I  received  from  the  County  Committee,  respecting  my 
subalterns,  and  shall  be  obliged  by  an  answer  to  the  same, 
as  well  as  that  respecting  the  two  guns  found  in  the  barn  on 
my  passage  from  New-York.  Mean  time,  I  am,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Andrew  Billings. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Sakly,  New-York. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS    TO    JOHN   JENCKES. 

New-London,  April  22,  1776. 

Sir:  Captain  Allen  Brown  is  here  yet  with  your  sloop, 
and  without  the  coast  is  clear,  I  advise  him  to  stay  ufttil  he 
can  be  certain  of  getting  round  ;  but  if  you  want  to  sell  the 
molasses,  I  hear  it  will  fetch  three-eighths  at  New-York, 
where  she  may  go  safe,  and  perhaps  be  more  for  your  ad- 
vantage than  her  coming  home.  Your  son  is  hearty,  and 
behaves  extremely  well  since  he  'came  on  board  our  ship. 

I  am  your  friend  at  command,  ,->  tt 

•'  '  LsECK  Hopkins. 

To  John  Jenckes,  Esq.,  at  Providence. 


GILBERT    LIVINGSTON  TO  NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Fort  Montgomery,  April  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Marshall,  (one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen recommended  by  the  Dutchess  County  Committee 
for  one  of  Captain  Billings's  Lieutenants,)  wants  to  take  a 


DOCTOR  MORGAN  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Cambridge,  April  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  take  this  opportunity  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  I  am  constandy  employed  in  collecting  and  forwarding 
the  Hospital  stores  to  New-York,  and  in  executing  your 
orders  relative  to  the  drugs  and  medicines,  &.C.,  left  in  the 
Ministerial  Hospital,  and  Messre.  Perkins  and  Gardner's 
shops,  at  Boston ;  of  w  hich  I  have  given  a  more  minute 
detail  in  my  letters  to  General  Gates,  that  I  might  not  be 
troublesome  in  taking  up  more  of  your  Excellency's  time 
than  necessary. 

I  have,  and  am  collecting  a  noble  store  of  medicines  Cot 
the  ensuing  campaign ;  and  I  hope  to  leave  no  room  for 
complaint  of  any  scarc:ity  or  want  of  either  medicines,  beds, 
blankets,  or  other  hospital  stores  for  the  Amiy ;  having 
got  a  sufficient  supply  (except  of  a  few  capital  articles, 
which  I  hope  to  procure  from  Philadelphia)  of  medicines, 
for  a  year  to  come,- or  more,  with  fifteen  hundred  additional 
blankets  and  rugs,  as  many  beds  and  pillows,  fcc,  by  the 
care  and  attention  of  my  Steward  and  Quartermaster  of  the 
Hospital,  Mr.  Carnes,  who  has  spared  no  pains  in  executing 
my  orders,  in  collecting  them  from  Boston,  and  in  wasliing 
and  fitting  them  for  use. 

The  sick  in  the  several  Hospitals  are  reduced  to  about 
eighty.  I  hope  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  or  at  least  within  a 
forinigiit,  to  iiave  managed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  discharge 
them  all,  and  to  break  up  the  Hospitals  entirely.  I  have 
sent  off  about  twenty-six  wagons  already  for  Nctc-York, 
with  hospital  stores,  always  accompanied  with  some  of  the 
Mates  of  the  Hospital  to  take  charge  of  them.     I  flatter 
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myself,  with  the  number  already  gone  Doctor  Foster  will 
be  capable  of  managing  the  concerns  of  t!ie  Hospital  at 
Nnv-York  so  well  that  the  sick  will  not  suffer.  The  rest 
of  the  gentlemen  in  this  department  will  shortly  follow,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  stores,  and  I  expect  in  a  few  days  after  to 
join  them.  To-morrow  I  ]jurpose  to  set  out  for  Fortsmouth, 
to  learn  whether  there  are  any  tidings  of  the  ten  packages 
of  medicines  formerly  mentioned  to  be  in  the  prize  carried 
in  there,  that  nothing  of  so  great  value  may  be  lost  for  want 
of  looking  after.  If,  on  my  way  to  New-  York,  your  Ex- 
cellency has  any  orders  for  me,  I  shall,  agreeable  to  my  in- 
stnictions,  expect  to  meet  them  at  Norwich. 

From  a  sense  of  my  duty,  I  have  troubled  your  Excel- 
lency with  an  account  of  my  proceedings  ;  and  remain,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

j  John  Morgan. 

To|iis  Excellency  General  Washington. 


JUDGE     DRAYTON  S     CHARGE     TO     THE     GRAND    JURY    OF 
CHARLESTOWN,    SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

At  nn  adjournment  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the 
Feace,  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Assize  and  General  Jail 
Delivery,  held  at  Charlestown,  for  the  District  of 
Charlestown,  on  Tuesday,  the  2'3d  day  of  April, 
1776,  before  the  Honourable  William  Henry  Dray- 
ton, Esq.,  Chief  Justice,  and  his  Associates,  Justices  of 
the  Colony  oySauTn-CAROLiNA. 

THE  CHARGE  TO  THE  GRAND  JURY. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury  :  When,  by  evil  ma- 
chinations tending  to  nothing  less  than  absolute  tyranny, 
trials  by  jury  have  been  discontinued,  and  juries,  in  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  have  assembled,  and,  as  soon  as  met, 
as  silently  and  arbiti-arily  dismissed  without  being  empannel- 
ied,  whereby,  in  contempt  oi Magna  CVjarta,  justice  has  been 
delayed  and  denied  ;  it  cannot  but  afford  to  every  good  citi- 
zen the  most  sincere  satisfaction  once  more  to  see  juries,  as 
they  now  are,  legally  empannelled,  to  the  end  that  the  laws 
may  be  duly  administered.  I  do  most  heartily  congratulate 
you  u|K)n  so  important  an  event. 

In  this  Court,  where  silence  has  but  too  long  presided, 
with  a  direct  purpose  to  loosen  the  bands  of  Government, 
that  this  country  might  be  involved  in  anarchy  and  confu- 
sion, you  are  now  met  to  regulate  your  verdicts,  under  a 
new  Constitution  of  Government,  independent  of  Royal 
authority — a  Constitution  which  arose  according  to  the  great 
law  of  nature  and  of  nations,  and  which  was  established  in  the 
late  Congress,  on  the  26th  of  March  last — a  day  that  will 
be  ever  memorable  in  this  country — a  month  remarkable 
in  our  history,  for  having  given  birth  to  the  original  Consti- 
tution of  our  Government,  in  the  year  1669 ;  for  being  the 
era  of  the  American  calamities,  by  the  Stamp  Act,  in  the 
year  1765 ;  for  being  the  date  of  the  repeal  of  that  act,  in 
the  following  year ;  and  for  the  conclusion  of  the  famous 
siege  of  Boston,  when  the  American  arms  compelled  Ge- 
neral Howe — a  General  of  the  first  reputation  in  the  British 
service,  with  the  largest,  best  disciplined,  and  best  provided 
Army  in  that  service,  supported  by  a  formidable  fleet — ^so  pre- 
cipitately to  abandon  the  most  impregnable  fortifications  in 
America,  as  that  he  left  behind  him  a  great  part  of  the  bed- 
ding, military  stores,  and  cannon  of  the  Army.  And  for  so 
many  important  events  is  the  month  of  March  remarkable 
in  our  annals.  But  I  proceed  to  lay  before  you  the  princi- 
pal causes  leading  to  the  late  revolution  of  our  Government, 
the  law  upon  the  point,  and  the  benefits  resulting  from  that 
happy  and  necessary  establishment.  The  importance  of  the 
transaction  deserves  such  a  state,  the  occasion  demands,  and 
our  future  welfare  requires  it.  To  do  this  may  take  up  some 
little  time ;  but  the  subject  is  of  the  highest  moment,  and 
worthy  of  your  particular  attention.  I  will,  therefore,  con- 
fine my  discourse  to  that  great  point;  and,  after  charging 
you  to  attend  to  the  due  observance  of  the  Jury  law,  and 
the  Patrol  and  Negro  acts,  forbearing  to  mention  the  other 
common  duties  of  a  Grand  Jury,  I  will  expound  to  you  the 
Constitution  of  your  country. 

The  House  of  Brunsivick  was  yet  scarcely  settled  in  the 
British  throne,  to  which  it  had  been  called  by  a  free  Peo- 
ple, when,  in  the  year  1719,  our  ancestoi-s  in  this  country, 
finding  that  the  Government  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  opera- 
ted to  their  ruin,  exercised  the  rights  transmitted  to  them  by 


their  forefathers  of  England,  and,  casting  off  the  Proprietary 
authority,  called  upon  the  House  of  Brunswick  to  rule  over 
them — a  House  elevated  to  Royal  dominion  for  no  otlier 
purpose  than  to  preserve  to  a  People  their  unalienable 
rights.  The  King  accepted  the  invitation,  and  thereby  in- 
disputably admitted  the  legality  of  that  Revolution.  And' 
in  so  doing,  by  his  own  act,  he  vested  in  those  our  fore- 
fathers, and  us  their  posterity,  a  clear  right  to  eflect  another 
revolution,  if  ever  the  government  of  the  House  oi'  Bruns- 
wick should  operate  to  the  ruin  of  the  People.  So  the 
excellent  Roman  Emperor,  Trajan,  delivered  a  sword  to 
Saburanus,  his  Captain  of  the  Fratorian  Guard,  with  this 
admired  sentence :  "  Receive  this  sword,  and  use  it  to  defend 
me  if  I  govern  well,  but  against  me  if  I  behave  ill." 

With  joyful  acclamations  our  ancestors,  by  act  of  Assem- 
bly, passed  on  the  18th  day  of  ^Ujg-iw^,  17'21,  recognised 
the  British  Monarch.  The  virtues  of  the  sreond  George 
are  still  revered  among  us ;  he  was  the  father  of  his  Peo- 
ple ;  and  it  was  with  ecstasy  we  saw  his  grandson,  George 
the  Third,  mount  the  throne,  possessed  of  the  hearts  of  his 
subjects. 

But  alas  !  almost  with  the  commencement  of  his,  reign, 
his  subj««ts  felt  causes  to  complain  of  Government.  The 
reign  advanced — the  grievances  became  more  numerous  and 
intolerable — the  complaints  more  general  and  loud — the 
whole  Empire  resounded  with  the  cries  of  injured  subjects ! 
At  length,  grievances  being  unredressed  and  ever  increasing; 
all  patience  being  borne  down ;  all  hope  destroyed  ;  all  con- 
fidence in  Royal  Government  blasted  ;  behold  !  the  Empire 
is  rent  from  pole  to  pole  !  perhaps  to  continue  asunder  for- 
ever. 

The  catalogue  of  our  oppressions.  Continental  and  local, 
is  enormous.  Of  such  oppressions  I  will  mention  only  some 
of  the  most  weighty. 

Under  color  of  law,  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  have  made  the  most  arbitrary  attempts  to  enslave 
America  : 

By  claiming  a  right  to  bind  the  Colonies  "  in  all  cases 
whatsoever ;" 

By  laying  duties  at  their  mere  will  and  pleasure  upon  all 
the  Colonies ; 

By  suspending  the  Legislature  of  Nev)-  York ; 
By  rendering  the  American  Charters  of  no  validity,  having 
annulled  the  most  material  parts  of  the  Charter  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts-Bay ; 

By  divesting  multitudes  of  the  Colonists  of  their  property, 
without  legal  accusation  or  trial ; 

By  depriving  whole  Colonies  of  the  bounty  of  Provi- 
dence, on  their  own  proper  coasts,  in  order  to  coerce  them 
by  famine ; 

By  restricting  the  trade  and  commerce  of  America ; 
By  sending  to,  and  continuing  in  America,  in  time  of 
peace,  an  armed  force,  without  and  against  the  consent  of 
the  People  ; 

By  granting  impunity  to  a  Soldiery  instigated  to  murder 
the  Americans ; 

By  declaring  that  the  People  of  Massachusetts-Bay  are 
liable,  for  offences,  or  pretended  offences,  done  in  that  Co- 
lony, to  be  sent  to,  and  tried  for  the  same  in  England,  or 
in  any  Colony  where  they  cannot  have  the  benefit  of  a  jury 
of  the  vicinage ; 

By  establishing  in  (^uebeck  the  Roman  Catholick  Reli- 
gion, and  an  arbitrary  Government ;  instead  of  the  Protes- 
tant Religion  and  a  free  Government. 

And  thus  America  saw  it  demonstrated  that  no  faith 
ought  to  be  put  in  a  Royal  Proclamation  ;  for  I  must  ob- 
serve to  you  that,  in  the  year  1763,  by  such  a  proclamation, 
people  were  invited  to  settle  in  Canada,  and  were  assured 
of  a  legislative  representation,  the  benefit  of  the  common 
law  of  England,  and  a  free  Government.  It  is  a  misfortune 
to  the  publick,  that  this  is  not  the  only  instance  of  the  inefE- 
cacy  of  a  Royal  Proclamation.  However,  having  given 
you  one  instance  of  a  failure  of  Royal  faith  in  the  Northern 
extremity  of  this  abused  Continent,  let  it  suffice  that  I  direct 
your  attention  to  the  Southern  extremity  ;  respecting  which, 
the  same  particulars  were,  in  the  same  manner  promised, 
but  the  deceived  inhabitants  of  .Si.  Augustine  are  left,  by 
their  Grand  Jur)-,  in  vain  to  complain  and  lament  to  the 
worid,  and  yet  scarcely  permitted  to  exercise  even  that  pri- 
vilege distinguishing  the  miserable,  that  Royal  faith  is  not 
kept  with  them. 
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The  prcx^eedings  wliich  I  have  enumerated,  either  imme- 
diately or  in  their  evident  consequences,  deeply  affected  all 
*he  Colonies ;  ruin  stared  them  in  the  Aice.  They  united 
their  counsels,  and  laid  their  just  complaints  before  the 
Throne,  praying  a  redress  of  grievances.  But,  to  their  as- 
tonishment, their  dutiful  petition  for  peace  and  safety  was 
answered  only  by  an  actual  commencement  of  war  and 
military  destruction ! 

In  the  mean  time  the  British  ti"Oops,  that  had  been  peace- 
ably received  by  the  devoted  inhabitants  of  Boston  as  the 
troops  of  their  Sovereign  bound  to  protect  them,  fortified 
that  town,  to  imprison  the  inhabitants,  and  to  hold  that  capi- 
tal against  the  people  to  whom  it  belonged.  And  the 
British  rulers,  having  detennined  to  appeal  I'rom  reason  and 
justice  to  violence  and  arms,  a  select  body  of  those  troops, 
being  in  the  night  suddenly  and  privately  marched  from 
Boston,  at  Lexington,  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1775,  they 
by  surprise  drew  the  sword  of  civil  war,  and  plunged  it  into 
the  breasts  of  the  Americans !  Against  tiiis  horrid  injustice 
the  Almighty  gave  instant  judgment — a  liandful  of  country 
Militia,  badly  anned,  suddenly  collected,  and  unconnectedly 
and  irregularly  brought  up  to  repel  the  attack,  discomfited 
the  regular  bands  of  tyranny  ;  they  retreated,  and  night  saved 
them  from  total  slaughter. 

Thus  forced  to  take  up  arms  in  our  own  defence,  Avic- 
rica  yet  again  most  dutifully  petitioned  the  King,  that  he 
would  "  be  pleased  to  direct  some  mode  by  which  the  uni- 
ted applications  of  his  faithful  Colonists  to  the  Throne,  in 
presence  of  their  common  councils,  might  be  improved  into 
a  happy  and  pemianent  reconciliation  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  measures  might  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further 
destruction  of  the  lives  of  his  Majesty's  subjects ;"  but  it 
was  in  vain  !  The  petition  on  the  part  of  millions,  praying 
that  the  effusion  of  blood  might  be  stayed,  was  not  thought 
worthy  of  an  answer !  The  nefarious  war  continued.  The 
niins  of  Charlestown,  Falmouth,  and  ISorfolk,  (towns  not 
constructed  for  offence  or  defence,)  mark  the  humane  pro- 
gress of  the  Royal  arms.  So  the  ruins  of  Carthage,  Co- 
rinth, and  Numantium,  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  justice 
was  expelled  the  Roman  Senate !  On  the  other  hand,  the 
fortitude  with  which  America  has  endured  these  civil  and 
military  outrages ;  the  union  of  her  people,  as  astonishing 
as  unprecedented,  when  we  consider  their  various  manners 
and  religious  tenets,  their  distance  from  each  other,  their 
various  and  clashing  local  interests,  their  self-denial,  and 
their  miraculous  success  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war — I 
say,  these  things  all  demonstrate  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is 
on  our  side.  So  it  is  apparent,  that  the  Almighty  construc- 
tor of  the  universe,  having  formed  this  Continent  of  mate- 
rials to  compose  a  State  pre-eminent  in  the  world,  is  now 
making  use  of  the  tyranny  of  the  British  rulere  as  an  in- 
strument to  fashion  and  arrange  those  materials  for  the  end 
for  which,  in  his  wisdom,  he  had  formed  them. 

In  this  enlightened  age  humanity  must  be  particularly 
shocked  at  a  recital  of  such  violences.  And  it  is  scarce 
to  be  believed,  that  the  British  tyranny  could  entertain  an 
idea  of  proceeding  against  America  by  a  train  of  more  dis- 
honourable machinations.  But  nothing  less  than  absolute 
proof  has  convinced  us  that,  in  carrying  on  the  conspiracy 
against  the  rights  of  humanity,  the  tyranny  is  capable  of 
attempting  to  perpetrate  whatever  is  infamous. 

For  the  little  purpose  of  disarming  the  imprisoned  inhabi- 
tants of  Boston,  the  King's  General,  Gage,  in  the  face  of  day, 
violated  the  publick  faith,  by  himself  plighted  ;  and  in  con- 
cert with  other  Governours,  and  with  John  Stuart,  he  made 
every  attempt  to  instigate  the  Savage  nations  to  war  upon  the 
Southern  Colonies,  indiscriminately  to  massacre  man,  woman, 
and  child.  The  Governours  in  general  have  demonstrated 
that  truth  is  not  in  them  ;  they  have  inveigled  Negroes  from, 
and  have  armed  them  against  their  masters ;  they  have  armed 
brother  against  brother,  son  against  father.  Oh  !  Almighty 
Director  of  the  universe !  what  confidence  can  be  put  in 
a  Government  ruling  by  such  engines,  and  upon  such  prin- 
ciples of  unnatural  destruction.  A  Government  that,  upon 
the  21st  day  of  Uecemier  last,  made  a  hw,  ex  post  facto, 
to  justify  what  had  been  done,  not  only  without  law,  but  in 
its  nature  unjust — a  law  to  make  prize  of  all  vessels  trading 
in,  to,  or  from  the  United  Colonies — a  law  to  make  slaves 
of  the  crews  of  such  vessels,  and  to  compel  them  to  bear 
arms  against  their  conscience,  their  fathers,  their  bleeding 
country.     The  world,  so  old  as  it  is,  heretofore  had  never 


heard  of  so  atrocious  a  procedure.  It  has  no  parallel  in  the 
registers  of  tyranny.     But  to  proceed. 

The  King's  judges  in  this  country  refused  to  administer 
justice ;  and  the  late  Govemour,  Lord  Hilliarn  Campbell, 
acting  as  the  King's  representative  for  him,  and  on  his  be- 
half, having  endeavoured  to  subvert  the  Constitution  of  this 
country,  by  breaking  the  original  contract  between  King 
and  People,  attacking  the  People  by  force  of  arms ;  having 
violated  the  fundamental  laws  ;  having  carried  off  the  great 
seal,  and  having  withdrawn  himself  out  of  this  Colony,  he 
abdicated  the  Government. 

Oppressed  by  such  a  variety  of  enormous  injuries.  Conti- 
nental and  local,  civil  and  military,  and  by  divers  other  arbi- 
trary and  illegal  courses — all  done  and  perpetrated  by  the 
assent,  command,  or  sufierence,  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  Representatives  of  South- Carolina,  in  Congress 
assembled,  found  themselves  under  an  unavoidable  neces- 
sity of  establishing  a  form  of  Government,  with  powers 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial,  for  the  good  of  the  Peo- 
ple— the  origin  and  great  end  of  all  just  Government.  For 
this  only  end,  the  House  of  Brunswick  was  called  to  rule 
over  us.  Oh  !  agonizing  reflection !  that  House  ruled  us 
with  swords,  fire,  and  bayonets.  The  British  Government 
operated  only  to  our  destruction.  Nature  cried  aloud,  self- 
preservation  is  the  great  law  ;  we  have  but  obeyed. 

If  I  turn  my  thoughts  to  recollect  in  history  a  change  of 
Government  upon  more  cogent  reasons,  I  say  I  know  of  no 
change  upon  principles  so  provoking — compelling — justifi- 
able. And  in  these  respects,  even  the  famous  Revolution 
in  England,  in  the  year  1688,  is  much  inferior.  However, 
we  need  no  better  authority  than  that  illustrious  precedent ; 
and  I  will  theiefore  compare  the  causes  of,  and  the  law  upon 
the  two  events. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1688,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
of  England,  in  Convention,  completed  the  following  Resolu- 
tion : 

'^Resolved,  That  King  Jame«  the  Second,  having  endea- 
voured to  subvert  the  Constitution  of  the  Kingdom,  by 
breaking  the  original  contract  between  King  and  People ; 
and,  by  the  advice  of  Jesuits  and  other  wicked  persons, 
having  violated  the  fundamental  laws,  and  having  with- 
drawn himself  out  of  this  Kingdom,  has  abdicated  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  the  Throne  is  thereby  vacant." 

That  famous  Resolution  deprived  James  of  his  Crown,  and 
became  the  foundation  on  which  the  Throne  of  the  present 
King  of  Great  Britain  is  built ;  it  also  supports  the  edifice 
of  Government  which  we  have  erected. 

In  that  resolve  there  are  but  three  facts  stated  to  have 
been  done  by  James.  I  will  point  them  out,  and  examine 
whether  those  facts  will  apply  to  the  present  King  of  Great 
Britain,  with  regard  to  the  operations  of  Government,  by 
him  or  his  Representative,  immediately,  or  by  consequence 
afi'ecting  this  Colony. 

The  fii-st  fact  is,  the  having  endeavoured  to  subvert  the 
Constitution  of  the  Kingdom,  by  breaking  the  original  con- 
tract. 

The  violation  of  the  fundamental  laws  is  the  second  fact ; 
and  in  support  of  these  two  charges,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  and  Commons,  assembled  at  Westminster,  on  the 
12th  day  of  February,  1688,  declared  that  James  was 
guilty :         "• 

"  By  assuming  and  exercising  a  power  of  dispensing  with, 
and  suspending  of  Laws,  and  the  execution  of  Laws,  without 
consent  of  Parliament ; 

"  By  committing  and  prosecuting  divers  worthy  Prelates, 
for  humbly  petitioning  to  be  excused  from  concurring  to  the 
said  assumed  power ; 

"  By  issuing  and  causing  to  be  executed  a  Commission, 
under  the  great  seal,  for  erecting  a  Court,  called  the  Court 
of  Commissioners  for  Ecclesiastical  Causes ; 

"  By  levying  Money  for,  and  to  the  use  of  the  Crown, 
by  pretence  of  prerogative,  for  other  time,  and  in  other 
manner  than  the  same  was  granted  by  Parliament ; 

"  By  raising  and  keeping  a  Standing  Army  within  this 
Kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  without  consent  of  Parliament, 
and  quartering  Soldiers  contrary  to  law  ; 

"  By  causing  several  good  subjects,  being  Protestants,  to 
be  disarmed,  at  the  same  time  when  Papists  were  both 
armed  and  employed  contrary  to  law  ; 

"  By  violating  the  freedom  of  election  of  Members  to 
serve  in  Parliament ; 
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"  By  prosecutions  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  mat- 
ters and  causes  cognizable  only  in  Parliament ;  and  by 
divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal  courses." 

This  declaration,  thus  containing  two  points  of  crimina- 
lity— breach  of  the  original  contract,  and  violation  of  fun- 
damental laws — I  am  to  distinguish  one  from  the  other. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  laid  down  in  the  best  law  au- 
thorities, that  protection  and  subjection  are  reciprocal ;  and 
that  these  reciprocal  duties  form  the  original  contract  between 
King  and  People.  It  therefore  follows,  that  the  original 
contract  was  broken  by  James's  conduct,  as  above  stated, 
which  amounted  to  a  not  affording  due  protection  to  his 
People.  And  it  is  as  clear  that  he  violated  the  fundamen- 
tal laws,  by  the  suspending  of  laws,  and  the  execution  of 
laws  ;  by  levying  money  ;  by  violating  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion of  members  to  serve  in  Parliament;  by  keeping  a 
Standing  Army  in  time  of  peace ;  and  by  quartering  sol- 
diei-s  contrary  to  law,  and  without  consent  of  Parliament ; 
which  is  as  much  as  to  say,  that  he  did  those  things  without 
consent  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  chosen  by  the  personal 
election  of  that  People  over  whom  such  doings  were  exer- 
cised. 

These  points,  reasonings,  and  conclusions,  being  settled 
in,  deduced  from,  and  established  upon  Parliamentary  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  best  law  authorities,  must  ever  remain 
unshaken.  I  am  now  to  undertake  the  disagreeable  task  of 
examining  whether  they  will  apply  to  the  violences  which 
have  lighted  up,  and  now  feed  the  flames  of  civil  war  in 
America. 

James  the  Second  suspended  the  operations  of  laws : 
George  the  Third  caused  the  Charter  of  the  Massachmetts- 
Bay  to  be  in  effect  annihilated  ;  he  suspended  the  operation 
of  the  law  which  formed  a  Legislature  in  New-  York,  vesting 
it  with  adequate  powers  ;  and  thereby  he  caused  the  very 
ability  of  making  laws  in  that  Colony  to  be  suspended. 

King  James  levied  money  without  the  consent  of  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  People  called  upon  to  pay  it :  King 
George  has  levied  money  upon  America,  not  only  without, 
but  expressly  against  the  consent  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  People  in  America. 

King  James  violated  the  freedom  of  election  of  Members 
to  serve  in  Parliament :  King  George,  by  his  Representative, 
Lord  William  Campbell,  acting  for  him  and  on  his  behalf, 
broke  through  a  fundamental  law  of  this  country,  for  the 
certain  holding  of  General  Assemblies ;  and  thereby,  as  far 
as  in  him  lay,  not  only  violated,  but  annihilated  the  very 
ability  of  holding  a  General  Assembly. 

King  Jam£s  in  time  of  peace  kept  a  Standing  Army  in 
England,  without  consent  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Peo- 
ple among  whom  that  army  was  kept :  King  George  hath 
in  time  of  peace  invaded  this  Continent  with  a  large  Stand- 
ing Army,  without  the  consent,  and  he  hath  kept  it  within  this 
Continent  expressly  against  the  consent  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  People  among  whom  that  army  is  posted. 

All  which  doings  by  King  George  the  Third,  respecting 
America,  are  as  much  contrary  to  our  interests  and  welfare  ; 
as  much  against  law,  and  tend  as  much,  at  least,  to  subvert 
and  extirpate  the  liberties  of  this  Colony,  and  of  America, 
as  the  similar  proceedings  by  James  the  Second  operated 
respecting  the  People  of  England.  For  the  same  principle 
of  law,  touching  the  premises,  equally  applief  to  the  People 
o{ England  in  the  one  case,  and  to  the  People  o{  America  in 
the  other ;  and  this  is  the  great  principle :  Certain  acts  done 
over  and  affecting  a  People,  against  and  without  their  consent 
expressed  by  themselves,  or  by  Representatives  of  their  own 
election.  Upon  this  only  principle  was  grounded  the  com- 
plaints of  the  People  of  England ;  upon  the  same  is  ground- 
ed the  complaints  of  the  People  of  America.  And  hence 
it  clearly  follows,  that  if  James  the  Second  violated  the 
fundamental  laws  of  England,  George  the  Third  hath  also 
violated  the  fundamental  laws  of  America. 

Again  :  King  James  broke  the  original  contract  by  not 
affording  due  protection  to  his  subjects,  although  he  was  not 
charged  with  having  seized  their  towns,  and  with  having 
held  them  against  the  people ;  or  with  having  laid  them  in 
ruins  by  his  arms  ;  or  with  having  seized  their  vessels ;  or 
with  having  pureued  the  people  with  fire  and  sword  ;  or 
with  having  declared  them  Rebels,  for  resisting  his  arms 
levelled  to  destroy  their  I'ves,  liberties,  and  properties.  But 
George  the  Third  hath  done  all  these  things  against  Ame- 
rica ;  and  it  is  therefore  undeniable  that  he  hath  not  afford- 


ed due  protection  to  the  People.  Wherefore,  if  James  the 
Second  broke  the  original  contract,  it  is  undeniable  that 
George  the  Third  has  also  broken  the  original  contract  be- 
tween King  and  People  ;  and  that  he  made  use  of  the  most 
violent  measures  by  which  it  could  be  done — violences  of 
which  James  was  guiltless — measures  carrying  conflagration, 
massacre,  and  open  war,  amidst  a  people  whose  subjection 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  the  law  holds  to  be  due  only 
as  a  return  for  protection.  And  so  tenacious  and  clear  is 
the  law  upon  this  very  principle,  that  it  is  laid  down,  sub- 
jection is  not  due  even  to  a  King  dejure,  or  of  right,  unless 
he  be  also  King  de  facto,  or  in  possession  of  the  Executive 
powei's  dispensing  protection. 

Again :  The  third  fact  charged  against  James  is,  that  he 
withdrew  himself  out  of  the  Kingdom.  And  we  know  that 
the  people  of  this  country  have  declared  that  Ix)rd  JVil- 
liam  Campbell,  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  Representative, 
"  having  used  his  utmost  efforts  to  destroy  the  lives,  liber- 
ties, and  properties  of  the  good  people  here,  whom,  by  the 
duty  of  his  station,  he  was  bound  to  protect,  withdrew  him- 
self out  of  the  Colony."  Hence  it  will  appear  that  George 
the  Third  hath  withdrawn  himself  out  of  this  Colony,  pro- 
vided it  be  established  that  exactly  the  same  natural  conse- 
quence resulted  from  the  withdrawing  in  each  case  respec- 
tively— King  James  personally  out  of  England,  and  King 
George  out  of  Carolina,  by  the  agency  of  his  substitute  and 
representative,  Lord  William  Campbell.  By  King  James's 
withdrawing,  the  Executive  Magistrate  was  gone;  thereby, 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  the  Executive  Magistrate  was  dead, 
and,  of  consequence,  Royal  Government  actually  ceased  in 
Enghnd ;  so  by  King  George's  Repres(mtative's  withdraw- 
ing, the  Executive  Magistrate  was  gone,  the  death  in  law 
became  apparent,  and,  of  consequence,  Royal  Government 
actually  ceased  in  this  Colony.  Lord  William  withdrew  as 
the  King's  Representative,  carrying  off  the  great  seal  and 
Royal  Instructions  to  Governours ;  and  acting  for  and  on 
the  part  of  his  principal,  by  every  construction  of  law  that 
conduct  became  the  conduct  of  his  principal ;  and  thus, 
James  the  Second  withdrew  out  of  England,  and  George 
the  Third  withdrew  out  of  South- Carolina  ;  and  by  such  a 
conduct,  respectively,  the  People  in  each  country  were  ex- 
actly in  the  same  degree  injured. 

The  three  facts  against  King  James  being  thus  stated  and 
compared  with  similar  proceedings  by  King  George,  we  are 
now  to  ascertain  the  result  of  the  injuries  done  by  the  first, 
and  the  law  upon  tliat  point ;  which,  being  ascertained,  must 
naturally  constitute  the  judgment  in  law,  upon  the  result  of 
the  similar  injuries  done  by  the  last.  And  I  am  happy 
that  I  can  give  you  the  best  authority  upon  this  important 
point. 

Treating  upon  this  great  precedent  in  constitutional  law, 
the  learned  Judge  Blackstone  declares,  that  the  result  of  the 
facts  "  amounted  to  an  abdication  of  the  Government ; 
which  abdication  did  not  only  affect  the  person  of  the  King 
himself,  but,  also,  all  his  heirs,  and  rendered  the  throne  ab- 
solutely and  completely  vacant." 

Thus  it  clearly  appears  that  the  Government  was  not  ab- 
dicated, and  the  throne  vacated,  by  the  resolution  of  tlie 
Lords  and  Commons ;  but  that  the  resolution  was  only  de- 
claratory of  the  law  of  nature  and  reason,  upon  the  result 
of  the  injuries  proceeding  from  the  three  combined  facts  of 
mal-administration.  And  thus,  as  I  have,  on  the  foot  of  the 
best  of  authorities,  made  it  evident  that  George  the  Third, 
King  of  Great  Britain,  has  endeavoured  to  subvert  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  country,  by  breaking  the  original  contract 
between  King  and  People  ;  by  the  advice  of  wicked  persons 
has  violated  the  fundamental  laws,  and  has  withdrawn  him- 
self, by  withdrawing  the  constitutional  benefits  of  the  Kingly 
office  and  his  protection  out  of  this  country, — from  such  a 
result  of  injuries,  from  such  a  conjuncture  of  circumstances, 
the  law  of  the  land  authorizes  me  to  declare,  and  it  is  my 
duty  boldly  to  declare  the  law,  that  George  the  Third,  King 
of  Great  Britain,  has  abdicated  the  Government,  and  that 
the  throne  is  thereby  vacant ;  that  is,  he  has  no  authority 
over  us,  and  we  owe  no  obedience  to  him.  The  British 
Ministers  already  have  presented  a  charge  of  mine  to  the 
notice  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament ;  and  I 
am  nothing  loth  that  they  take  equal  resentment  against  this 
charge  ;  foi-,  supported  by  tiie  fundamental  laws  of  tlie  Con- 
stitution, and  engaged  as  I  am  in  the  cause  of  virtue,  I  fear 
no  consequences  from  their  machinations. 
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Thus  having  stated  the  principal  causes  of  our  last  Revo- 
lution, it  is  as  clear  as  tiie  sun  in  meridian  liiat  George  the 
Third  has  injured  the  Americans  at  least  as  grievously  as 
James  the  Second  injured  tlie  People  of  England ;  but  that 
■James  did  not  oppress  these  in  so  criminal  a  manner  as 
■George  has  oppressed  the  Americans.  Having  also  stated 
the  law  on  the  case,  I  am  naturally  led  to  point  out  to  you 
some  of  the  great  benefits  resulting  from  that  Revolution. 

In  one  word,  then,  you  have  a  form  of  Government  in 
every  respect  preferable  to  the  mode  under  the  British  au- 
thority. And  this  will  most  clearly  appear  by  contrasting 
the  two  forms  of  Government. 

Under  the  British  authority.  Govrniours  were  sent  over 
to  us  who  were  utterly  unacquainted  with  our  local  interests, 
the  genius  of  the  people,  and  our  laws.  Generally,  they 
were  but  too  much  disposed  to  obey  the  mandates  of  an 
arbitrary  Ministry;  and  if  tiie  Governour  behaved  ill,  we 
could  not  by  any  peaceable  means  procure  redress.  But, 
under  our  present  happy  Constitution,  our  Executive  Ma- 
gistrate arises  according  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  Holy  Writ : 
"  Their  Governours  shall  proceed  from  the  midst  of  them." 
Thus,  the  people  have  an  op|K)rtunity  of  choosing  a  man 
intimately  acquainted  with  their  true  interests,  their  genius, 
and  their  laws ;  a  man  perfectly  disposed  to  defend  them 
against  arbitrary  Ministere,  and  to  promote  the  happiness  of 
that  people  from  among  whom  he  was  elevated,  and  by 
whom,  without  the  least  difficulty,  he  may  be  removed  and 
blended  in  the  common  mass. 

Again,  under  the  British  authority  it  was  in  effect  de- 
clared, that  we  had  no  property ;  nay,  that  we  could  not 
possess  any ;  and  that  we  had  not  any  of  the  rights  of  hu- 
manity. For  men  who  knew  us  not ;  inen  who  gained  in 
proportion  as  we  lost,  arrogated  to  themselves  a  right  to  bind 
us  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  But  our  Constitution  is  calcu- 
lated to  free  us  from  foreign  bondage ;  to  secure  to  us  our 
property  ;  to  maintain  to  us  the  rights  of  humanity  ;  and  to 
defend  us  and  our  posterity  against  British  authority,  aim- 
ing to  reduce  us  to  the  most  abject  slaverj-. 

Again,  the  British  authority  declared  that  we  should  not 
erect  siitting-mills  ;  and  to  this  unjust  law  we  implicitly  and 
respectfully  submitted,  so  long  as  with  safety  to  our  lives  we 
could  yield  obedience  to  such  authority.  But  a  resolution 
of  Congress  now  grants  a  preniium  to  encourage  the  con- 
struction of  such  mills.  The  British  autliority  discouraged 
our  attempting  to  manufacture  for  our  own  consumption  ; 
but  the  new  Constitution,  by  authorizing  the  disbursement 
of  large  sums  of  money,  by  way  of  loan  or  premium,  en- 
courages the  making  of  iron,  bar-steel,  nail-rods,  gun-locks, 
gun-barrels,  sulphur,  nitre,  gunpowder,  lead,  woollens,  cot- 
tons, linens,  paper,  and  salt. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  has  been  the  policy  o[  the  British  au- 
thority to  oblige  us  to  supply  our  wants  at  their  market, 
(which  is  the  dearest  in  the  known  world,)  and  to  cramp 
and  conSne  our  trade  so  as  to  be  subservient  to  their  com- 
merce, our  real  interest  being  ever  out  of  the  question.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  new  Constitution  is  wisely  adapted  to 
enable  us  to  trade  with  foreign  nations,  and  thereby  to  sup- 
ply our  wants  at  the  cheapest  markets  in  the  universe ;  to 
extend  our  trade  infinitely  beyond  what  it  has  ever  been 
known  ;  to  encourage  manufacturers  amongst  us  ;  and  it  is 
peculiarly  formed  to  promote  the  happiness  of  the  People, 
from  among  whom,  by  virtue  and  merit,  the  poorest  man 
may  arrive  at  the  highest  dignity.  Oh,  Carolinians !  happy 
would  you  be  under  this  new  Constitution,  if  you  knew  your 
happy  state. 

Possessed  of  a  constitution  of  Government,  founded  upon 
so  generous,  equal,  and  natural  a  principle — a  Government 
expressly  calculated  to  make  the  People  rich,  powerful,  vir- 
tuous, and  happy — who  can  wish  to  change  it,  to  return 
under  a  Royal  Government,  the  vital  principles  of  which 
are  the  reverse  in  every  particular?  It  was  my  duty  to  lay 
this  happy  Constitution  before  you  in  its  genuine  light.  It 
is  your  duty  to  understand,  to  instruct  others,  and  to  de- 
fend it. 

I  might  here,  with  propriety,  quit  this  truly  important  sub- 
ject ;  but  my  anxiety  for  the  publick  weal  compels  me  yet 
to  detain  your  attention,  while  I  make  an  observation  or  two 
upon  one  particular  part  of  the  Constitution. 

When  all  the  various  attempts  to  enslave  America  by 
fraud,  under  guise  of  law,  by  military  threats,  by  famine, 
massacre,  breach  of  publick  faith,  and  open  war — I  say, 


when  these  things  are  considered  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on 
the  other,  the  Constitution  expressing  that  some  mode  of 
Government  should  be  established  "  until  an  accommoda- 
tion of  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and 
America  can  be  obtained  ;  an  event  which,  though  traduced 
and  treated  as  Rebels,  we  still  ardently  desire " — 1  say, 
when  these  two  points  are  contrasted,  can  we  a\oid  revering 
the  magnanimity  of  that  great  council  of  the  State,  who, 
after  such  injuries,  could  entertain  such  a  principle  ?  But 
the  virtuous  are  ever  generous.  We  do  not  wish  revenge. 
We  earnestly  wish  an  accommodation  of  our  unhappy  dis- 
putes with  Great  Britain ;  for  we  prefer  peace  to  war. 
Nay,  there  may  be  e\en  such  an  accommodation  as  (ex- 
cluding every  idea  of  revenue  by  taxation  or  duty,  or  of 
legislation  by  act  of  Parliament)  may  vest  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  with  such  a  limited  dominion  over  us  as  may 
tend,  bona  fide,  to  promote  our  true  commercial  interests, 
and  to  secure  our  freedom  and  safety — the  only  just  ends  of 
any  dominion. 

But  wiiilc  I  declare  thus  much  on  the  one  side,  on  the 
other  it  is  my  duty  also  to  declare  that,  in  my  opinion,  our 
true  commercial  interests  cannot  be  provided  lor  but  by 
such  a  material  alteration  of  the  British  acts  of  Navigation 
as,  according  to  the  resolve  of  the  honourable  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  w  ill  "  secure  the  commercial  advantages  of  the 
wiiole  Emjjire  to  the  Mother  Country,  and  the  commercial 
benefits  of  its  resjiective  members  ;"  and  that  our  liberties 
and  safety  cannot  be  depended  upon  if  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  should  be  allowed  to  hold  our  forts  and  cannon,  or 
to  have  authority  over  a  single  regiment  in  America,  or  a 
single  ship-of-war  in  our  ports.  For  if  he  hold  our  forts,  he 
may  turn  them  against  us,  as  he  did  Boston  against  her  pro- 
prietors. If  he  acquire  our  cannon,  he  will  effectually  dis- 
arm the  Colony.  If  he  has  a  command  of  troops  among 
us,  even  if  we  raise  and  pay  them,  shackles  are  fixed  upon 
us ;  witness  Ireland  and  her  National  Army.  The  most  ex- 
press act  of  Parliament  cannot  give  us  security ;  for  acts  of 
Pariiament  are  as  easily  repealed  as  made.  Royal  Procla- 
mations are  not  to  be  depended  upon  ;  witness  the  disap- 
pointments of  the  inhabitants  of  (^ticbeck  and  St.  Augus- 
tine. Even  a  change  of  Ministry  will  not  avail  us,  because, 
notwithstanding  the  rapid  succession  of  Ministers,  for  which 
the  British  Court  has  been  famous  during  the  present  reign, 
yet  the  same  ruinous  policy  ever  continued  to  prevail  against 
America.  In  short,  1  think  it  my  duty  to  declare,  in  the 
awful  seat  of  justice,  and  before  Almighty  God,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Americans  can  have  no  safety  but  by  the  Di- 
vine favour,  their  own  virtue,  and  tlieir  being  so  prudent  as 
not  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  British  rulers  to  injure 
them. 

Indeed,  the  ruinous  and  deadly  injuries  received  on  our 
side,  and  the  jealousies  entertained  (and  which,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  must  daily  increase  against  us)  on  the  other,  de- 
monstrate to  a  mind  in  the  least  given  to  reflection  upon  the 
rise  and  fall  of  empires,  that  true  reconcilement  never  can 
exist  between  Great  Britain  and  America,  the  latter  bein^r 
in  subjection  to  the  former.  The  Almighty  created  America 
to  be  independent  of  Britain.  Let  us  beware  of  the  im- 
piety of  being  backward  to  act  as  instruments  in  the  Al- 
mighty hand,  now  extended  to  accomplish  his  purpose, 
and  by  the  completion  of  which,  alone,  Amenca,  in  the 
nature  of  human  affaire,  can  be  secure  against  the  craft  and 
insidious  designs  of  her  enemies,  who  think  her  prosperity 
and  power  already  by  far  too  gi-eat.  In  a  word,  our  piety 
and  political  safety  are  so  blended,  that  to  refuse  our  labours 
in  this  Di\'ine  work,  is  to  refuse  to  be  a  great,  a  free,  a  pious, 
and  a  happy  People. 

And  now,  having  left  the  important  alternative,  (political 
hap[)iness  or  wretchedness,)  under  God,  in  a  great  degree 
in  your  own  hands,  I  pray  the  Supreme  Arbiter  of  the  af- 
fairs of  men  so  to  direct  your  judgment  as  that  you  may  act 
agreeable  to  what  seems  to  be  His  will,  revealed  in  His  mi- 
raculous works  in  behalf  o^  America,  bleeding  at  the  altar 
of  Liberty ! 

THE    PRESENTMENTS    OF    THE    JURY. 

At  a  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  begun  to 
be  holdcn  in  and  for  the  District  of  Ciiaulestown,  at 
CiiAULESTOwN,  in  the  Colony  aforesaid,  on  Tuesday,  the 
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23d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six ; 

The  Presentments  of  the  Grand  Jury  for  the  said  District  : 
I.  Fully  sensible  and  thoroughly  convinced  that  to  live 
in  a  society  without  laws,  or  a  proper  execution  of  them,  to 
restrain  the  licentious  nature  of  mankind,  is  the  greatest 
misery  that  can  befall  a  People,  and  must  render  any  body 
of  men,  in  such  a  situation,  but  little  superior  to  a  herd  of 
brutes ;  and  being  no  less  sensible  that  it  was  the  scheme  of 
a  corrupt,  nefarious  Administration  in  Great  Britain,  to  re- 
duce the  good  people  of  this  Colony  to  that  wretched  situa- 
tion, from  a  want  of  officers  to  execute  the  laws,  (those 
whom  they  had  appointed  having  refused  to  act  in  their  re- 
spective stations,)  that,  through  the  evil  effects  of  anarchy 
and  confusion,  the  people  might  become  an  easy  prey  to  the 
cruel  designs  of  their  insidious  enemies :  While  we  lament 
the  necessity  which  has  obliged  the  people  to  resume  into 
their  hands  those  powers  of  Government  which  were  origi- 
nally derived  from  themselves  for  the  protection  of  those 
rights  which  God  alone  has  given  them,  as  essential  to  their 
happiness,  we  cannot  but  express  our  most  unfeigned  joy  in 
the  happy  constitution  of  Government  now  established  in  this 
Colony,  which  promises  every  blessing  to  its  inhabitants, 
which  a  people,  endued  with  virtue  and  a  just  regard  to  the 
rights  of  mankind,  could  desire.  With  gratitude  to  the  Di- 
vine Ruler  of  human  events,  and  with  the  most  pleasing 
expectations  of  happiness  from  a  Constitution  so  wise  in  its 
nature,  and  virtuous  in  its  ends,  (being  founded  on  the  strict- 
est principles  of  justice  and  humanity,  and  consistent  with 
every  privilege  incident  to  the  dignity  of  a  rational  being,) 
we  cannot  but  declare  we  think  every  opposition  to  its  ope- 
rations, or  disregard  to  its  authority,  the  foulest  criminality  a 
mortal  can  be  guilty  of;  highly  offensive  in  the  eyes  ofGod, 
and  of  all  just  men,  and  deserving  the  most  exemplary 
punishment. 

We  cannot  but  deplore  the  unhappy  situation  of  any  few 
amongst  the  people  of  this  Colony,  who,  through  an  igno- 
rance of  their  true  interests  and  just  rights,  and  from  a  want 
of  proper  information  of  the  real  truth,  may  be  misled,  by 
the  artifice  and  cunning  of  their  false  and  designing  ene- 
mies, from  a  real  sense  of  those  benefits  which  our  present 
Constitution  has  so  amply  provided  for ;  benefits  which  are 
not  confined  or  limited  to  any  ranks  or  degrees  of  men  in 
particular,  but  generally,  equally,  and  indiscriminately,  ex- 
tending to  all,  from  the  richest  to  the  poorest,  and  which 
time  and  a  little  patient  experience  must  soon  evince. 

Every  good  citizen  must  be  happy  in  the  consideration  of 
the  choice  of  those  officers,  appointed  in  the  administration 
of  our  present  Government,  as  well  in  the  impartial  mode 
of  an  appointment  arising  from  the  people  themselves,  and 
the  limited  duration  of  their  power,  as  in  their  personal  cha- 
racters as  men,  justly  beloved  and  revered  by  their  country, 
and  whose  merits  and  virtues  entitle  them  to  every  pre-emi- 
nence. 

Filled  with  these  sentiments,  arising  from  mature  delibe- 
ration and  the  most  impartial  inquiry,  we  must  further  de- 
clare that  blessings  such  as  these  we  have  before  enume- 
rated, are  too  inestimable  to  be  lost,  and  that  nothing  in 
nature  can  repay  the  least  violation  of  them  ;  and  although 
an  accommodation  with  the  power  which  attempts  to  de- 
stroy them  may  be  highly  worthy  of  attention,  and,  upon 
principles  truly  honourable,  of  obtaining,  yet  we  think  it  a 
sacred  duty,  incumbent  upon  every  citizen,  to  maintain  and 
defend,  with  his  life  and  fortune,  what  is  given  and  intrusted 
to  him  by  the  hand  of  Providence,  not  for  his  own  good 
only,  but  for  the  lasting  happiness  of  posterity  ;  a  trust  which 
no  law  can  ever  annul,  which  is  the  grand  principle  of  ex- 
istence, and  the  source  of  every  social  virtue. 

II.  We  present,  as  a  grievance  intolerable  to  the  spirit  of 
a  people  born  and  nurtured  in  the  arms  of  freedom,  and 
^though  ever  submissive  to  the  just  mandates  of  legal  au- 
thority) holding  every  oppression  as  detestable, — the  un- 
just, cruel,  and  diabolical  acts  of  the  British  Parliament, 
not  only  declaring  the  good  people  of  the  United  Colonies 
oi  North-America  Rebels,  for  defending  those  invaluable 
rights  which  no  human  power  can  lawfully  divest  them  of, 
but  making  all  murders,  rapines,  thefts,  robberies,  and  other 
inhuman  oppressions,  done  before  the  passing  of  those  acts 
without  authority,  and  which  were,  after  the  passing  the  said 
actSj  to  be  done  by  the  British  forces  in  these  Colonies, 


legal  and  waiTantable,  to  the  eternal  disgrace  and  indelible 
inlimiy  of  a  kingdom  once  renowned  for  Tier  justice,  honour, 
and  humanity,  but  now  meanly  descending  to  that  wanton 
profligacy  which  even  Savages  abhor. 

III.  We  present,  as  a  very  great  grievance,  the  indul- 
gence allowed  to  all  those  who  are  inimical  to  the  liberties 
of  America,  and  the  operations  of  the  United  Colonies, 
amongst  us,  in  suffering  them  to  reside  here,  and  be  admit- 
ted to  intercourses  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
this  Colony. 

IV.  We  present,  tliat  the  publick  oaths,  directed  by  an 
act  of  the  General  Assembly  (passed  since  the  forming  of 
our  present  Constitution)  to  be  administered  to  those  exer- 
cising publick  offices,  trusts,  and  professions,  are  not  admi- 
nistered to  such  of  the  Clergy  as  are  included  in  the  same. 

V.  We  present,  that  the,  times  at  which  the  several  Pa- 
rochial Committees  meet,  or  are  appointed  for  their  meet- 
ing, are  not  made  publick  ;  and  we  do  recommend  that  they 
do  publish  the  same  in  the  publick  papers,  that  all  persons 
who  are  desirous  of  obtaining  leave  to  sue  for  debts,  may 
know  when  to  apply. 

VI.  ^Ve  present,  as  a  great  grievance,  more  particularly 
at  this  time,  the  want  of  due  attention  to  the  roads  and 
ferries  in  this  Colony  ;  many  of  the  roads  not  being  suffi- 
ciently wide  and  worked  upon,  agreeable  to  law,  and  the 
ferries,  in  general,  not  having  boats  sufficient  to  forward  pas- 
sengers upon  any  emergent  occasion. 

VII.  We  present,  as  a  grievance,  the  too  frequent  fore- 
stalling out  of  the  wagons,  coming  from  the  back  parts  of 
the  country,  the  many  necessaries  of  life,  by  which  the  good 
inhabitants  of  this  town  are  obligexi  to  pay  most  exorbitant 
prices  for  the  same;  and,  with  submission,  would  recom- 
mend a  place  to  be  appointed  for  the  sale  of  bacon,  flour, 
butter,  and  other  such  necessaries,  brought  to  town  in  car- 
riages, to  be  regulated  by  the  market  act. 

VIII.  We  present  the  want  of  a  proper  person,  by  law, 

to  oblige  the  sellers  of  blades  and  hay  to  weigh  the  same  at 

a  publick  scale.  •,  „  n  r        , 

'^  Jonathan  scott,  foreman,  [l.  s.J 

George  Cooke,  [l.  s.]  John  Smyth,           [l.  s.] 

Thomas  Jones,  [l.  s.]  Joseph  Jenkins,     [l.  s.] 

John  Lightwood,  [l.  s.]  Joseph  Cox,  [l.  s.] 

Peter  Leger,  [l.  s.]  Daniel  Lessesne,  [l.  s.] 

Philip  Meyer,  [l.  s.]  Lewis  DuTAHquE,  [l.  s.j 

Isaac  Mazyck,  [l.  s.]  John  Singletary,  [l.  s.] 

John  Owen,  [l.  s.] 


instructions  to  delegates  for  charlotte  county, 
virginia. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Charlotte  County, 
April  23,  1776,  present  the  Chairman  and  fifteen  Members : 

Resolved,  That  in  this  truly  alarming  and  important  cri- 
sis of  our  publick  affairs,  it  is  expedient  that  the  Delegates 
lately  chosen  for  this  County  should  know  the  sentiments  of 
their  constituents,  and  be  instructed  what  part  it  is  desired 
and  expected  they  will  act  in  the  ensuing  Convention. 
"  To  Paul  Carrinqton,  and  Thomas  Read,  Esq^s  : 

"  Gentlemen  :  When  we  consider  the  despotick  plan 
adopted  by  the  King,  Ministry,  and  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  insidiously  pursued  for  these  twelve  years  past,  to 
enslave  America ;  when  we  consider  that  they  have  turned 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  repeated  petitions  and  remonstances  of 
this  and  our  sister  Colonies,  and  that  they  have  been  equally 
inattentive  to  the  rights  of  freemen  and  the  British  Consti- 
tution ;  and  when  we  consider  that  they  have  for  some  time 
been  endeavouring  to  enforce  their  arbitrary  mandates  by 
fire  and  sword,  and  likewise  encouraging,  by  every  means 
in  their  power,  our  savage  neighbours,  and  our  more  savage 
domesticks,  to  spill  the  blood  of  our  wives  and  children ; 
and  to  crown  the  whole,  they  have  added  insult  to  their  in- 
justice and  cruelty,  by  repeatedly  pretending  to  hold  out 
the  olive-branch  of  peace  in  such  a  way  as  teacheth  us  tliat 
they  are  determined  to  persist  in  their  hellish  designs,  and 
that  nothing  is  intended  for  us  but  the  most  abject  slavery  ; 
of  this  we  can  no  longer  doubt,  since  we  have  been  made 
acquainted  with  a  late  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
Governour  Eden,  and  the  late  act  of  Parliament  for  seizing 
and  confiscating  all  our  ships  and  property  that  may  fall 
into  their  hands : 

"  Therefore,  despairing  of  any  redress  of  our  grievances 
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from  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  all 
hopes  of  a  reconciliation  between  her  and  tlie  United  Colo- 
nies being  now  at  an  end,  and  being  conscious  that  their 
treatment  has  been  such  as  loyal  subjects  did  not  deserve, 
and  to  which,  as  freemen,  we  are  detennined  not  to  submit ; 
by  the  unanimous  approbation  and  direction  of  the  whole 
freeholders,  and  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  this  County, 
we  advise  and  instruct  you  cheerfully  to  concur  and  give 
your  best  assistance  in  our  Convention,  to  push  to  the  ut- 
most a  war  offensive  and  defensive,  until  you  are  certified 
that  such  proposals  of  peace  are  made  to  our  General  Con- 
gress as  shall  by  them  be  judged  just  and  friendly.  And 
because  the  advantages  of  a  trade  will  bettiT  enable  us  to 
pay  the  taxes,  and  procure  the  necessaries  for  carrying  on  a 
war,  and  in  our  present  circumstances  this  cannot  be  had 
without  a  Declaration  of  Independence  ;  therefore,  if  no 
such  proposals  of  peace  shall  be  made,  we  judge  it  to  be  a 
dictate  of  the  first  law  of  nature,  to  continue  to  opjxjse 
every  attempt  on  our  lives  and  properties ;  and  we  give  it 
you  in  charge,  to  use  your  best  endeavours  that  the  Dele- 
gates which  are  sent  to  the  General  Congress  be  instructed 
immediately  to  cast  oft"  the  British  yoke,  and  to  enter  into 
a  commeif  ial  alliance  with  any  nation  or  nations  friendly  to 
our  cause.  And  as  King  George  the  Third,  of  Great  Britain, 
&,c.,  has  manifested  deliberate  enmity  towards  us,  and,  under 
the  character  of  a  parent,  persists  in  behaving  as  a  tyrant, 
that  they,  in  our  behalf,  renounce  allegiance  to  him  Ibrever  ; 
and  that,  taking  the  God  of  Heaven  to  be  our  King,  and 
depending  upon  His  protection  and  assistance,  they  plan 
out  that  form  of  Government  which  may  the  most  efiectu- 
ally  secure  to  us  the  enjoyment  of  our  civil  and  religious 
rights  and  privileges,  to  the  latent  posterity. 

"  In  all  other  things,  gentlemen,  that  may  come  before 
you  in  Convention,  we  rely  ujion  your  known  fidelity  and' 
zeal ;  resolving  and  giving  you  our  faith,  that  we  will,  at  the 
risk  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  the  utmost  of  our  abilities, 
support  and  defend  you,  our  country,  and  our  sister  Colo- 
nies, in  the  glorious  cause  in  which  we  are  now  engaged." 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Resolves  be  published  in  the 
Virginia  Gazette. 

By  order:  William  Jameson,  Clerk. 


GEORGE    LUX    TO    MAKYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

BalUmote,  April  23,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir:  I  have  been  unwell  for  ten  days 
past,  nay,  have  been  most  of  the  time  confined  to  my  bed 
with  a  fever,  of  which  I  am  not  yet  well  enough  recmited 
to  venture  upon  a  ride  to  Annapolis.  1  hope  the  honoura- 
ble Council  of  Safety  will  excuse  my  non-attendance  for 
the  above  reasons.  I  was  confined  to  my  bed  at  the  time 
our  Committee  received  the  letters  referred  to  in  my  citation, 
and  heard  nothing  of  it  until  Sunday  morning.  I  have, 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  your  honourable  Board,  copied 
the  papers  refen-ed  to  in  your  summons  ;  your  honourable 
Board  will  excuse  the  incorrectness  with  which  they  are 
copied,  as  it  is  caused  solely  by  my  sickness,  for  I  am  at 
this  moment  hardly  able  to  hold  my  p«n. 

I  am,  with  respect,  honourable  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  George  Lux. 

To  the  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.   Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq., 

President  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  at  Annapolis. 


BALTIMORE    COMMITTEE  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Observation,  Baltimore  County, 
April  23,   1776. 

Gentlemen  :  This  Committee,  on  the  late  alarm,  appoint- 
ed Mr.  Robert  Purviance,  Mr.  David  Stewart,  and  Cap- 
tain George  Woohey,  to  superintend  the  fitting  out  of  the 
Schooner  Resolution  as  a  tender,  or  armed  vessel,  for  Cap- 
tain Nicholson.   As  they  have  nearly  completed  her,  and  are 
in  advance  a  considerable  sum,  you  will  please  to  furnish 
them  with  six  or  eight  hundred  pounds,  as  is  convenient. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 
William  Lux,  V.  Chairman.  John  Smith, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  James  Calhoun, 

John  Boyd,  Walter  Tolley,  Jr., 

Darby  Lux,  Thomas  Harrison, 

James  Gittings,  William  Buchanan. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  o[  Maryland. 


THOMAS  JOHNSON,  JCN.,  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  23,   1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Wallace  and  Mr.  Green  set  off*  to-mor- 
row morning.  By  one  of  them  we  intend  to  write  you  fully ; 
but  as  the  post  may  possibly  be  in  before  these  gentlemen, 
we  think  it  necessary  to  advise  you  that  all  your  Deputies 
here  from  Maryland  approve  the  conduct  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  and  resolve  to  support  it.  The  letter  to  the  Presi- 
dent gave  high  offence  to  some  of  the  very  hot  gentlemen. 
No  resolution  is  yet  formed  on  it — but  probably  will  to-day. 
R.  Alexander  and  Thomas  Stone  join  in  respects  to  you 
and  your  brethren. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  very  affectionate  servant, 

Thomas  Johnson,  Jun. 
To  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 


PRESIDENT    of    congress    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  April  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour  of 
the  19th  of  April,  enclosing  several  papers,  all  which  were 
immediately  laid  before  Congress. 

The  important  intelligence  they  contain  makes  it  neces- 
sary that  the  most  vigorous  measures  should  be  adopted,  as 
well  to  defend  our  troops  against  the  Canadians  themselves, 
as  to  insure  success  to  the  expedition.  The  Congress  being 
determined  on  the  reduction  of  Qucbeck,  and  the  security  of 
that  country,  for  reasons  too  obvious  to  be  mentioned,  have 
left  nothing  undone  which  can  in  any  way  contribute  to  that 
end.  Whatever  may  be  the  causes  of  the  late  insurrection, 
good  policy  requires  tliat,  while  we  endeavour  to  prevent 
everything  of  the  kind  for  the  future,  we  should  also  make 
provision  in  case  it  should  happen.  Accordingly,  Congress 
has  come  into  sundry  resolves,  calculated  to  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  Canadians,  and  to  remove  the  sources  of  their  unea- 
siness and  discontent.  They  have  likewise  ordered  that  six 
more  battalions  be  sent  into  Canada  from  the  Anny  at  New- 
York,  as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  resolve.  Whether  any 
further  additional  troops  will  be  wanted  in  that  country,  is 
a  matter  of  some  uncertainty  with  Congress.  Should  you, 
from  your  knowledge  of  facts,  state  of  Canada,  the  possi- 
bility that  General  Howe  will  attempt  to  relieve  General 
Carleton,  and,  comparing  all  circumstances  together,  be  of 
opinion  that  an  additional  force  is  necessary,  you  will  please 
to  signify  it  to  Congress ;  and  at  the  same  time  inform  them 
whether,  in  that  case,  such  additional  force  can  be  spared 
from  the  Amiy  now  in  New-York. 

I  transmit  herewith  sundry  resolves  of  Congress  for  your 
direction  ;  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  every  sentiment 
of  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and   very  humble  ser- 

^*"  '      .  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  at  New-  York. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  letter  for  Commodore  Hopkins,  I 
leave  unsealed  for  your  perusal  only ;  after  which  I  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  seal  and  forward  it  by  Fessenden,  or  a  fresh 
express.  _o;_  ."■ 

I  have  paid  Mr.  Ft^r^ilen  twelve  dollars,  which  you 
will  please  to  note  on  settlement  with  him.  J.  H. 


ON    THE    PRESENT    STATE    OF    PUBLICK    AFFAIRS. 

Having  attentively,  perused  the  various  political  publica- 
tions which  have  been  lately  printed,  I  confess  I  have  been 
astonished  at  the  strange  and  extraordinary  doctrines  which 
some  of  them  contain  ;  and  it  naturally  led  me  to  consider 
whether  I  am  to  swallow  in  the  gross,  and  pay  an  implicit 
obedience  to  their  novel  sentiments,  or  whether  it  is  not  my 
duty  as  a  man,  and  as  a  friend  to  my  native  country,  to  judge 
for  myself  how  they  will  affect  me  and  my  countrymen 
in  general.  I  shall,  therefore,  in  a  brief  manner,  (if  it  is 
possible  to  be  brief  on  so  interesting  a  subject,)  give  some 
of  my  sentiments  on  the  present  unhappy  situation  of  pub- 
lick  affairs. 

Much  pains  have  been  taken  by  some  writers  to  make 
us  biilieve  that  nothing  but  the  vilest  intentions  that  ever 
entered  into  the  hearts  of  the  worst  of  men  are  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  people  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  if  Commis- 
sioners are  coming,  they  are  coming  to  bribe,  to  deceive, 
and  betray  us ;  that  the   very  thought  of  reconciliation 
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ought  to  be  driven  from  us ;  and,  in  fact,  that  little  else 
but  war,  destniction,  and  bloodshed,  are  now  before  us. 
What  man  in  America  who  professes  Christianity,  or  has 
any  feehngs  of  humanity,  but  must  shudder  at  such  a  pros- 
pect, which,  if  there  was  no  other,  would  be  a  prospect  of 
evils  that  language  cannot  describe — "  a  hideous  group  of 
ills  which  singly  shcxik." 

But  thanks  be  to  Heaven,  there  are  great  numbers  who 
have  different  views ;  who  think  they  have  reason  still  to 
hope  for  better  things  from  that  jieople,  with  whom  in  for- 
mer times  to  be  connected  was  their  honour  and  their  J03'. 
Shall  an  American  dare  to  express  a  sentiment  of  this  sort 
at  this  time  ?  I  feel  it  to  be  a  truth,  and  I  cannot  but  see 
(through  the  whole  of  the  present  dreadful  conflict)  some 
traces  of  that  nobility  of  sentiment  and  action  which  were 
formerly  characteristick  of  the  British  Nation.  Where  are 
these  to  be  found  ?  may  some  say.  Have  they  not  invaded  our 
territories  with  an  armed  force  ?  Have  they  not  destroyed 
our  property  in  many  instances,  and  shown  a  cruel  disposi- 
tion to  an  attack  upon  our  essential  rights  ?  Granted.  But 
have  they  not  also  shown  a  desire  for  reconciliation  ?  And 
is  there  not  a  probability  of  overtures  from  them  for  this 
noble  purj)ose,  on  terms  constitutional  and  honourable  to 
both  countries?  I  answer  in  the  affirmative,  and  shall 
endeavour  to  prove  the  assertion  from  authentick  records. 

The  Address  of  the  House  of  Lords,  presented  the  27th 
of  October  last,  is  concluded  with  this  positive  assurance  of 
their  desires,  viz :  "  We  feel  no  other  wish  than  to  re-esta- 
blish order  and  tranquillity  through  the  several  parts  of  your 
dominions,  upon  the  basis  of  a  close  connection  with,  and 
constitutional  dependance  upon  Great  Britain." 

The  King's  answer  to  the  House  of  Commons  concludes 
with  an  earnest  wish  "  to  attain  the  most  desirable  end  of 
restoring  his  subjects  in  America  to  the  free  and  happy  con- 
dition, and  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  which  they  enjoyed 
in  their  constitutional  dependance,  before  the  breaking  out 
of  these  unhappy  disorders." 

In  a  pamphlet  published  in  England  a  considerable  time 
since,  (and  which  was  said  to  be  written  under  the  eyes  of 
the  Ministry,)  I  find  some  lively  sentiments,  expressive  of 
a  perfect  anxiety  for  a  restoration  of  that  harmony  which 
formerly  subsisted  between  the  two  countries ;  and  this  to 
be  established  on  the  principles  of  mutual  dependance,  the 
natural  effect  of  common  interest  and  happiness.  They 
even  pray  for  some  great  and  liberal  commercial  arrange- 
ment, which  may  remain  a  monument  to  future  ages,  that 
though  there  was  once,  there  was  but  once,  a  quarrel  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies. 

As  to  the  sentiments  of  great  numbers  of  the  people  of 
England  at  large,  they  may  be  seen  by  the  numerous  ad- 
dresses that  have  been  presented  to  the  Throne,  which 
clearly  and  fully  show  that  "  one  of  the  first  objects  of  their 
wishes  is,  a  return  of  peace  and  cordial  union  with  their 
American  fellow-subjects." 

The  late  remarkable  event  of  the  British  troops  evacua- 
ting Boston,  with  the  circuivistances  attending  it,  might  be 
adduced  to  corroborate  the  opinion  I  have  given.  I  felici- 
tate the  rightful  inhabitants  on  tl.  '^yful  occasion.  I  sym- 
pathized with  them  in  their  distres,  cheerfully  contributed 
to  the  relief  of  the  needy  among  them  ;  and  heartily  wish 
their  future  welfare  in  a  state  of  peaceful  possession  of  all 
their  just  rights. 

If,  my  countrymen,  the  general  happiness  o{  America  is 
the  object  we  aim  at,  the  thought  of  a  reasonable  reconci- 
liation cannot  be  driven  from  us.  Independence  will  not 
produce  happiness.  As  soon  could  I  believe  that  those 
were  my  friends  who  would  advise  me  to  renounce  my 
family,  as  I  could  believe  them  to  be  such  who  would  sepa- 
rate me  from  my  near  connexions  in  the  land  that  gave 
birth  to  my  ancestors. 

As  to  the  cry  raised  against  those  who  advise  to  a  recon- 
ciliation on  constitutional  principles,  that  they  are  seeking 
for  places  and  pensions — what  would  such  say  who  are  so 
groundlessly  suspicious,  if  the  accusation  were  retorted  upon 
themselves  ?  For  my  part,  I  can  seriously  declare,  tliat  I 
have  such  an  aversion  to  titles  and  pensions  that  I  would 
not  be  one  of  the  three  hundred  and  ninety  Commissioners, 
on  the  plan  of  the  writer  of  a  piece  called  Common  Sense, 
for  all  the  money  that  has  been  made  in  America  since  the 
commencement  of  the  unhappy  differences. 

To  conclude :  I  have  put  together  a  few  remarks,  which, 


however  uncouth,  are  my  honest  sentiments.  Who  I  am  is 
not  material ;  but  this  I  may  say,  I  should  rejoice  to  see  the 
happiness  of  my  countrymen,  of  all  denominations;  and  as- 
sure them  that,  for  myself,  1  wish  to  remain,  as  I  ever  have 

'  A  Settled  Citizen. 

Philadclpliia,  April  23,  1776. 


NEW-JERSEY    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-Brunswick,  ? 
April  23,  1776.      5 

The  President  laid  before  this  Council  a  Letter  he  re- 
ceived from  the  Committee  of  the  Township  of  Morris,  with 
several  Counterfeit  Bills  of  Continental  Currency  enclosed, 
together  with  sundry  Affidavits  proving  the  said  bills  to  have 
been  counterfeited  by  the  wife  of  Henry  Vandyne,  of  Mor- 
ris County,  who  appears  to  have  been  privy  thereto,  and 
passed  by  himself  and  wife ;  which  said  Vandyne  and  wife 
had  been  apprehended  by  the  said  Committee,  and  were 
now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  the  County  of  Morris. 

The  said  Letter,  with  the  Affidavits  accompanying  the 
same,  being  read  and  duly  considered, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Henry  Vandyne  and  his  wife  be 
continued  under  confinement,  in  the  Jail  of  the  County  of 
Morris,  until  further  orders  be  taken  thereon ;  and  that  the 
consideration  of  the  measures  proper  to  be  taken  thereon 
be  referred  to  the  Congress  of  this  Province,  at  their  next 
meeting ;  and  that  Mr.  President  write  to  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  requesting  their  advice  and  direction, 
to  enable  the  said  Provincial  Congress  to  take  such  mea- 
sures with  said  offenders,  and  form  Regulations  for  prevent- 
ing such  offences  in  future,  as  may  then  appear  proper  and 
necessary. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 

Messrs.  Livingston  and  De  Hart  are  requested  to  get  the 
direction  of  Congress,  agreeable  to  the  above  Resolution. 

Morristown,  April  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Committee  of  Observation  of  the  Township  of 
Morris,  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  April  instant,  had  before  us 
Henry  Vandyne  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  charged  with  counter- 
feiting and  passing  bills  of  the  Continental  currency,  wherein 
they  confessed  themselves  guilty  ;  'also,  such  other  persons 
whom  we  suspected  could  give  us  any  information  therein, 
were  brought  before  us,  and  examined ;  and,  on  the  strictest 
inquiry,  have  discovered  seven  counterfeit  bills,  which  we 
believe  to  be  the  whole  number  they  have  made  or  passed. 
For  these  crimes  we  are  sensible  the  delinquents  may  be 
punished  by  the  common  law  for  forgery,  in  subscribing  the 
names  of  the  signers  to  the  bills,  and  as  cheats,  in  passing 
counterfeit  money  for  good.  Yet  it  is  a  matter  of  publick 
concern,  and  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  Colonies  in 
general,  to  punish  counterfeiters  of  the  Continental  currency. 
We  did  not  choose,  in  this  first  instance,  to  take  any  deter- 
minate step,  unless  with  the  approbation,  and  by  direction 
of  the  honourable  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Province  of 
New-Jersey.  We  have,  therefore,  under  guard  of  a  detach- 
ment of  Light-Horse,  sent  you  the  prisoners,  the  affidavits, 
and  confessions,  taken  and  laid  before  us,  together  with  six 
of  the  said  bills,  and  one  true  bill,  with  some  of  the  imple- 
ments made  use  of  in  counterfeiting ;  to  the  end  that  you 
may  be  fully  possessed  of  the  facts,  and  take  such  further 
measures  for  punishing  the  offenders  as  you  may  in  your 
wisdom  think  just  and  right. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  Benjamin  Hallpey,  Chairman. 

To  Samiiel  Tucker,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, New-Jersey. 

MoKKis  Coimty,  ss. 

Mary,  the  wife  of  Philip  Tucker,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poseth  and  saith :  That  she  received  the  annexed  three  dol- 
lar bill,  of  Continental  currency,  of  one  Vandyne,  (she  thinks 
his  Christian  name  was  Hank,)  for  a  true  and  good  bill,  on 
the  19th  day  of  March  instant,  part  in  payment  for  sundry 
articles  bought,  and  the  remainder,  (being  two  dollars  and 
something  more,)  she  gave  him,  in  changing,  good  money, 
not  knowing  the  said  bill  was  counterfeit. 
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No.  of  said  bill  24,9.31,  date  10th  May,  1775,  endorsed  : 
Printed  by  Hall  ^  Sellers. 

Mart  ^    Idckeb. 

mark. 

Sworn  21st  o!  March,  1776,  before  me, 

Samuel  Tuthill. 


Henry  Vandyne,  under  examination,  saith  :  That  he  (  Van- 
dyne)  passed  a  one  dollar  bill  in  imitation  of  the  Continental 
currency,  at  the  house  of  Isaac  Lewis,  in  Mcndham,  which 
bill,  he  (Vandyne)  saith,  he  received  of  Elizabeth  his  wife  ; 
and  further  saith,  that  she  (Elizabeth)  had  made  and  passed 
one  of  three  dollars  to  John  Fanton,  and  likewise  one  of 
three  dollars  to  Isaac  Vandyne ;  and,  also,  one  of  three  dol- 
lars to  Mott  Vandyne  ;  and  further  saith,  that  he  (Vandyne) 
saw  the  aforesaid  Isaac  Vandyne  pass  the  aforesaid  bill  of 
three  dollars  to  Cornelius  Davenport ;  and  further  saith,  that 
he  (  Vandyne)  saw  the  aforesaid  Elizabeth  pass  one  bill  of 
three  dollars  to  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Ford  ice  ;  and 
further  saith,  that  he  (Henry)  passed  one  bill  of  one  dollar  to 
Mark  JVallon ;  and  further  saith,  that  he  (  Vandyne)  was 
knowing  to  his  wife  Elizabeth's  making  the  above  bills,  and 
believes  that  not  any  person  had  any  hand  in  making  the 
above  bills  except  the  aforesaid  Elizabeth;  and  further 
saith,  that  Mott  Vandyne  was  knowing  to  the  making  of  the 
aforesaid  counterfeit  bills ;  and  further  saith,  the  aforesaid 
Elizabeth  got  the  paper  of  said  Mott  Vandyne.   And  further 


saith  not. 


Henuy  Vandyne. 


The  above  examination  was  taken  before  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  the  Township  of  Mendham. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

David  Thompson,  Chairman. 

April  4,  A.  U.  1776. 

The  Examination  of  Isaac  Vandyne,  Jun.,  taken  this  6th 
day  of  ApiiiL,  before  the  Committee  of  Obsenation  for 
the  Town  of  Morris. 

This  examinant  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  being  at  Jonas 
Smith's,  on  Tuesday  night,  26th  of  March  last,  and  intend- 
ing to  come  to  Morristown  next  day,  he  asked  his  brother, 
Henry  Vandyne,  to  lend  him  a  shilling  or  two  to  bear  his 
expenses ;  who  replied,  he  would  let  him  (Isaac)  have  a 
three  dollar  bill,  and  that  he  might  take  it  out  of  that ;  but 
coming  to  Morristotvn,  and  not  having  occasion  to  change 
it,  he  showed  it  to  no  one  except  to  Noah  Vail  and  Mark 
Walton,  until  he  returned  again  into  the  neighbourhood  of 
Robert  Gaston's,  at  Rockaway,  where  he  offered  to  pass  it 
to  William  Gordon's  wife,  to  take  out  the  price  of  a  mug  of 
beer;  she  replied,  she  should  not  refuse  the  bill  if  she  could 
change  it ;  but  would  rather  choose  to  charge  the  beer ;  after 
which  he  showed  it  to  no  one  else,  but  returned  it  to  Henry 
Vandyne.  Isaac  Vandyne  told  Mi-s.  Gordon  the  bill  looked 
too  blotted,  he  did  not  know  whether  it  was  good  or  not ; 
she  then  replied  the  bill  was  good ;  which  is  all  he  (Isaac) 
knows  about  the  bill.     And  further  saith  not. 

Isaac  Vandyne,  Jun. 

Taken  and  sworn  to,  this  6th  day  o{  April,  1776,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  Committee  of  Morristown,  before  me, 

S.VMUEL  Tuthill. 

The  Examination  of  Henry  Vandyne,  taken  (his  5th  day 
of  April,,  1776,  before  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
the  Township  of  M  okris. 

This  examinant  saith :  That  his  wife,  some  time  last  winter, 
told  him,  in  a  jocose  way,  that  she  could  make  the  Continen- 
tal money  ;  and  that  he  frequently  saw  her  attempting  to 
make  such  money  ;  and  at  length  she  did  make  six  bills  in 
imitation  of  the  true  bills  of  tlie  Continental  currency,  viz : 
two  bills  of  one  dollar  each,  and  four  bills  of  three  dollars 
each ;  and  that  she  gave  one  of  those  three  dollar  Con- 
tinental bills  in  payment  to  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Fordice ;  and  that  she  gave  one  of  the  said  counterfeit 
bills  to  Isaac  Vandyne,  Jun.,  to  get  changed  for  her,  which 
the  said  Isaac  returned  to  this  examinant ;  and  one  of  said 
counterfeit  bills  this  examinant's  wife  told  him  she  gave  to 
Matthew  Vandyne ;  and  the  other  three  dollar  counterfeit 
bill  he  (Henry)  took  to  the  Great  Pond,  and  there  lent  the 
last-mentioned  bill  to  Mattheio  Vandyne  ;  and  that  he 
(Henry)  gave  one  of  the  said  counterfeit  one  dollar  bills  in 


part  payment  to  Mark  Walton,  last  Tuesday ;  and  the  other 
one  dollar  counterfeit  bill  be  (Henry)  gave  to  Richard 
Vandcrhoof  who  tried  to  pass  the  said  bill  away  at  Isaac 
Lewis's  Tavern,  in  Mendham,  but  could  not,  it  being  sus- 
pected to  be  counterfeit ;  and  that  he  (this  examinant)  saw 
his  said  wife  Elizabeth  complete  two  of  said  counterfeit 
bills  ;  and  dodi  verily  believe  that  she  made  each  and  every 
of  the  said  six  counterfeit  bills,  within  two  months  last 
past ;  and  this  examinant  knows  of  no  person  or  persons 
aiding  or  assisting  his  said  wife  in  counterfeiting  said  bills ; 
but  that  lie  brought  some  writing-paper  from  Matthew  Van- 
dyne's,  for  his  wife ;  but  believed  the  said  Matthew  did 
not  know  the  paper  was  wanted  for  any  bad  purpose  ;  and 
further  this  examinant  saith,  that  he  let  Isaac  Vandyne  have 
one  other  of  the  said  three  dollar  counterfeit  bills,  which  the 
said  Isaac  paid  to  Cornelius  Davenport,  in  discharge  of  their 
expenses  at  said  Davenport' s  ;  and  hath  no  reason  to  believe 
the  said  Isaac  knew  the  said  bill  was  counterfeit. 

Henry  Vandyne. 
Taken  and  acknowledged  as  above, 

Benjamin  Hallpey,  Chairman. 

Examination  and  confession  of  Elizabeth  Vandyne,  ta- 
ken before  me,  Moses  Tuttle,  this  5th  day  of  April, 
1776. 

She  saith :  That  about  the  last  of  February  or  beginning 
oi  March  last,  she  (this  deponent)  undertook  to  counterfeit 
the  three  dollar  bills,  (the  emission  of  the  Congress,)  and 
completed  three  of  the  three  dollar  bills,  and  three  of  the  one 
dollar  bills,  which  she  made  with  her  pen  and  a  pair  of  com- 
passes, and  by  taking  a  true  bill  and  laying  it  on  clean  paper, 
and  pricking  it  through  with  a  pin ;  by  which  means  she  got 
the  pattern  of  every  part  of  the  bUl,  and  then  took  two  pieces 
of  clean  paper  and  cut  them  to  the  shape  of  the  bills,  and 
put  some  starch  between,  with  a  point  of  a  knife,  and  then 
put  the  two  pieces  of  paper  together,  and  while  they  were 
damp,  sprinkled  on  isinglass,  and  then  pressed  with  a  warm 
smoothing-iron,  and  with  her  pen,  by  the  help  of  her  pat- 
terns, completed  all  the  prints  and  the  flowers,  and  then 
signed  the  signers'  names  to  the  said  six  bills,  (the  read  ink 
was  of  horse  blood,)  and  when  so  done,  passed  one  to  Eli- 
zabeth Fordice,  of  three  dollars,  to  pay  a  debt  that  her  hus- 
band owed  to  Samuel  Fordice.  The  other  two  three  dol- 
lar bills,  she  thinks  her  husband  had  them,  but  afterwards 
concludes  that  Matfheiv  Vandyne  had  them.  One  bill  of 
one  dollar  she  passed  to  Samuel  Moon ;  and  after  her  hear- 
ing there  was  a  disturbance  about  the  bills,  she  went  to 
Samuel  Moon,  and  took  the  said  bill  back  from  him,  which 
said  bill  was  lost  with  her  pocket  and  one  good  bill  of  one 
dollar  in  it,  directly  after  she  was  apprehended.  One  bill,  of 
one  dollar,  of  her  own  make,  Hank  Vandyne,  her  husband, 
paid  to  Mark  Walton ;  and  one  bill,  of  one  dollar,  her  hus- 
band took  with  him.  Two  of  three  dollar  bills,  she  let  Mat- 
thew Vandyne  have  one  ;  she  told  him  to  get  her  a  two  dol- 
lar bill,  and  the  remaining  onp  dollar  he  was  to  have  ;  and 
the  other  three  dollars  she  let  Mattheiv  Vandyne  have  also, 
without  saying  anything  about  what  conditions  Matthew  had 
it  upon,  whether  for  debt  or  to  pass  for  her.  The  first  bill 
she  made  she  told  her  husband  to  give  it  to  some  other 
body  to  pass,  for  fear  he  would  be  mistrusted  ;  and  her  hus- 
band told  her  that  he  gave  the  bill  to  Isaac  Vandyne,  Jun., 
to  put  oft'  for  him ;  and  Isaac  told  him  that  he  had  changed 
the  bill  with  Cornelius  Davenport.  One  bill,  of  three  dol- 
lars, she  gave  to  John  Panton,  to  buy  some  calico  with  for 
her ;  and  her  husband  being  very  uneasy  for  fear  said  Pan- 
ton  would  be  found  out.  (for  the  said  Panton  could  not  keep 
anything  in,)  so  she  went  the  next  day  but  one  after  letting 
Panton  have  it,  and  brought  the  said  bill  back  again,  which 
was  the  one  that  Matthew  Vandyne  afterwards  had.     And 


further  saith  not. 


Elizabeth  Vandyne. 


Taken  before  me,  this  5th  day  of  April,  1776. 

Moses  Tuttle. 

The  Ecamination  of  Elizabeth  Vandyne,  taken  this  6th 
day  of  April,  1776,  before  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  the  Town  of  Morris. 

This  examinant  saith  :  That  the  above  examination,  taken 
before  Moses  Tuttle,  Esq.,  is  true  in  eveiy  respect,  except 
the  number  of  three  dollar  bills,  which  ought  to  have  been 
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called  four ;  and  this  cxaminant  further  says,  that  Moses 
Tuttle,  Esq.,  sent  his  hoy  and  found  her  pocket,  (mentioned 
in  the  above  examination,)  containing  one  good  dollar  bill, 
one  counterfeit  dollar  bill,  together  with  sundry  implements 
which  she  made  use  of  in  counterfeiting  the  bills.  The  cx- 
aminant further  saith,  that  she  had  no  assistance  from  any 
person  in  ])erforming  the  before-mentioned  counterfeits.  The 
examinant  further  saith,  that  iier  husband  (Henry  Vandynt) 
at  fii-st  discouraged  her  from  attempting  the  counterfeiting  of 
the  bills  ;  but  after  he  saw  in  what  ujanner  they  were  done, 
and  found  they  would  pass,  ho  encouraged  her  to  proceed, 
by  telling  her  he  thought  it  woidd  do  as  well  as  any. 

Elizabeth  Vandyne. 
Taken  and  acknowledged  the  day  and  year  last  above- 
mentioned.  T>  IT  m.   • 

Uenjamin  Hali.pey,  Lhairman. 

The  Examination  and  Confession  of  Matthew  Vandyne, 
■  taken  before  me,  Moses  Tuttle,  this  5th  day  of  Aphil,, 
1776. 

He  saith,  That  on  or  about  the  1st  of  March  last,  he  was 
at  Hank  Vandyne' s,  and  heard  Hank's  wife  ask  her  husband 
whether  she  should  show  to  him,  (meaning  the  counterfeit 
bills  ;)  and,  after  some  convei-sation,  she  showed  hirn  a  three 
dollar  bill,  and  asked  him  how  that  would  do ;  he  said  he 
told  them  that  he  did  not  know,  but  believed  it  would  not 
do  very  well.  And  this  deponent  saith  Hank  Vandyne  was 
in  debt  to  him,  and  he  pressed  him  hard  for  some  money, 
and  seeing  a  three  dollar  bill  that  was  good,  asked  for  that, 
but  Hank  nor  his  wife  was  willing  to  let  him  have  the  good 
bill  then,  but  made  answer  that  she  (Hank's  wife)  would 
try  her  hand  a  little  longer,  then  she  would  let  him  have  it 
afterwards.  She  let  him  have  one  three  dollar  bill,  which  he 
says  he  accepted  for  a  good  one,  and  passed  the  same  as 
such  to  Mr.  Tucker;  and  on  the  1st  day  of  ^pn7  instant, 
she  let  him  have  another  three  dollar  bill,  which  he  believes 
to  be  of  her  make ;  but  that  he  has  the  said  bill  yet  in  his 
custody,  and  intended  to  return  it  to  her  again,  for  fear  of 
coming  to  trouble  about  it.  Matthew  saith,  that  he  took 
both  the  three  dollar  bills  in  part  pay  for  a  horse  which  he 
sold  to  Hank  Vandyne,  and  that  he  did  not  return  any  part 
of  the  money  back  again.    And  further  saith  not. 

Matthew  Vandyne. 

Taken  before  me,  this  5th  day  o[  April,  1776-. 

MosEs  Tuttle. 

MoiiRis  County,  ss. 

Elizabeth  Fordice,  of  full  age,  being  duly  sworn,  depo- 
seth  and  saith :  That  some  time  in  March  last  past,  Eliza- 
beth, the  wife  of  Henry  Vandyne,  paid  her  a  three  dollar 
bill,  of  Continental  money,  which  she  (this  deponent)  re- 
ceived for  good  money,  not  knowing  or  suspecting  it  to  be 
counterfeit,  until  she  was  told  it  was  counterfeit  by  Frede- 
rick King,  this  morning  ;  and  that  her  husband  ( Samuel  For- 
dice) had  paid  the  said  bill  a.way,  supposing  it  to  be  a  good 

Elizabeth   x   Fordice. 

mark. 

Taken  and  sworn  to  this  6th  day  of  April,  1776,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  Committee  of  Morristown,  before  me, 

Samuel  Tuthill. 

Morris  County,  ss. 

Mark  Walton,  of  k\\\  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth 
and  saith :  That  on  Tuesday,  the  3d  of  April  instant,  he 
received  of  Henry  Vandyne,  at  Rockaway,  a  one  dollar  bill, 
made  in  imitation  of  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  in  part 
payment  of  a  debt  which  the  said  Vandyne  owed  to  him. 
The  deponent  furdier  saith,  that  lis  offered  said  bill  to  Caleb 
Howcl,  who  replied  he  would  not  give  a  copper  for  it,  it 
was  counterfeit ;  since  which  he  has  shown  it  to  otheK,  who 
all  said  it  was  not  good  ;  but  that  he  has  not  ofi'ered  it  to 
pass  to  any  body  since.  Mark  Walton. 

Taken  and  sworn  this  6lh  day  of  April,  1776,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  Committee  of  Morristown.  Iiefore  me, 

Samuel  Tuthill. 

Monnis  County,  ss. 

John  Panton,  of  full  age,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
saith :  That  on  the  29th  day  of  March  last,  at  evening. 


Elizabeth  Vandyne  brought  a  three  dollar  bill,  of  the  Con- 
tinental currency  to  him,  to  buy  for  her  somediing  out  of 
some  merchant's  store;  but  the  weather  proving  stormy, 
hindered  him  from  going  abroad  ;  and  further,  tiiat  the  said 
Elizabeth,  on  the  Sunday  following,  came  to  this  d(!|)onent 
and  demanded  the  bill  again,  saying  she  suspected  it  was 
not  good,  and  wanted  it  to  return  to  the  person  from  whom 
she  got  it ;  upon  which  this  deponent  returned  the  bill  to 

said  Elizabeth  Vandune.  ,  „ 

•'  John  Panton. 

Taken  and  sworn  this  6th  day  of  April,  1 776,  in  pre- 
sence of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Morristown, 
before  me,  „  _, 

tSAMUEL    lUTHILL. 

Morris  County,  ss. 

Cornelius  Davenport,  of  full  age,  being  duly  sworn,  depo- 
seth and  saith :  That  some  time  in  March  last,  Henry  and 
Isaac  Vandyne  came  to  his  house ;  and  that  Henry  took 
from  Isaac  a  three  dollar  bill,  of  the  Continental  currency, 
which  the  said  Henry  gave  to  this  deponent  to  pay  for  cider 
and  food  which  the  two  Vandynes  at  that  time  had ;  and 
that  this  deponent  returned  the  change  to  Henry ;  and  that 
Henry  returned  said  change  to  Isaac.  This  deponent  further 
saith,  he  does  not  know  to  whom  the  bill  belonged  ;  but  be- 
lieves that  Isaac  carried  the  money  because  Henry  had  no 
good  pocket ;  and  further,  that  this  deponent  has  since  part- 
ed with  said  bill,  not  knowing  it  to  be  counterfeit. 

Cornelius  x  Davenport. 

mark. 

Sworn  this  6th  day  of  April,  1776,  in  presence  of  the 
Committee  of  Observation  of  Morristown,  before  me, 

Samuel  Tuthill. 


new-jersey  committee  01"  safety. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-Brunswick,? 
April  23,  1776.      5 

Whereas  many  dangerous  consequences  will  attend  the 
suffering  an  unrestrained  commerce  between  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony  and  the  Continental  Troops  stationed  in  or 
passing  through  this  Province ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  no  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  purchase  or  receive  from  any  Non-Commissioned 
Officer  or  Soldier  in  the  Continental  service,  unless  such 
Non-Commissioned  Officer  or  Soldier  shall  first  produce  a 
certificate  signed  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regi- 
ment or  Company  to  which  such  Non-Commissioned  Officer 
or  Soldier  belongs,  specifying  the  particular  goods  permitted 
to  be  sold,  with  the  name  of  the  vender ;  and  every  person 
presuming  to  purchase  any  goods,  clothing,  or  effects,  con- 
trary to  this  Resolution,  after  being  notified  thereof,  shall  be 
deemed  unfriendly  to  the  liberties  of  America,  and  treated 
accordingly ;  and  the  Committees  of  the  several  Counties 
and  Townships  in  this  Colony  are  enjoined  to  enforce  a 
compliance  with  this  Resolution. 

By  order  of  the  Committee : 

Samuel  Tucker,  President. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  .\pril  25,  I77G,  and  referred  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
and  Mr.  Hewes.] 

New-York,  April  23,  1776. 
Sir  :  In  a  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from 
Congress  some  considerable  time  ago,  they  were  pleased 
to  ask  what  rank  Aids-de-Camp  bore  in  the  Army ;  from 
whence  I  concluded  that  they  had  adverted  to  the  extraor- 
dinary trouble  and  confinement  of  these  gentlemen,  with  a 
view  to  make  them  an  adequate  allowance ;  but  nothing 
being  since  done,  or  said  of  the  matter,  I  take  the  liberty, 
unsolicited  by,  and  unknown  to  my  Aids-de-Camp,  to  in- 
form your  honourable  body  that  their  pay  is  not,  by  any 
means,  equal  to  their  trouble  and  confinement.  No  person 
wishes  more  to  save  money  to  the  publick  than  I  do,  and 
no  person  has  aimed  more  at  it ;  but  there  are  some  cases 
in  which  pai-simony  may  be  ill-placed,  and  this  I  take  to  be 
one.  Aids-de-Camp  are  persons  in  whom  entire  confidence 
must  be  placed.  It  requires  men  of  abilities  to  execute  the 
duties  with  propriety  and  despatch  where  there  is  such  a 
multiplicity  of  business  as  must  attend  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  such  an  army  as  oui-s ;  and  persuaded  I  am  that 
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nothing  but  the  zeal  of  those  gentlemen,  who  live  witli  me 
and  art  in  this  capacity,  for  the  great  Ameriran  cause  and 
personal  attachment  to  me,  has  induced  them  to  undergo  the 
trouble  and  confinement  they  have  experienced  since  they 
liave  become  members  of  my  family. 

I  give  in  to  no  kind  of  amusements  myself;  consequently 
those  about  me  can  have  none,  but  are  confined  from  morn 
to  eve,  hearing  and  answering  the  applications  and  letters 
of  one  and  another,  which  will  now,  1  expect,  receive  a 
])retty  considerable  addition,  as  llu:  business  of  the  Northern 
and  Eastern  Departments  (if  I  continue  here)  must,  I  sup- 
pose, pass  through  my  hands.  If  these  gentlemen  had  the 
same  relaxation  from  duty  as  other  officers  have  in  their 
common  routine,  there  would  not  be  so  much  in  it,  but  to 
have  the  mind  always  upon  the  stretch,  scarce  ever  unbent, 
and  no  hours  for  recreation,  make  a  material  odds.  Know- 
ing this,  and  at  the  same  time  how  inadequate  the  pay  is, 
I  can  scarce  find  inclination  to  impose  the  necessary  duties 
of  their  office  upon  them.  To  what  I  have  here  said,  this 
further  remark  may  be  made,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  no  small 
concernment  to  nie,  and,  in  its  consequences,  to  the  publick, 
and  that  is,  that  while  the  duty  is  hard  and  the  pay  small,  it 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  there  should  be  found  a  prompt- 
ness in  them  to  seek  preferment,  or  in  me  to  do  justice  to 
them  by  facilitating  their  views ;  by  which  means  I  must 
lose  their  aid  when  they  have  it  most  in  their  power  to  assist 
me.  Influenced  by  these  motives,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  laying  the  matter  fully,  and  with  all  due  deference,  before 
your  honourable  body,  not  doubting  its  meeting  with  a  pa- 
tient hearing. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  George  Washington. 


to  request  of  you  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  exert  yourselves 
in  fully  completing  the  Third  Regiment. 

Captain  iiiA'er's  Company  not  exceeding  nineteen  men, 
and  not  ten  of  them,  in  my  opinion,  fit  for  actual  service, 
I  submit  it  to  your  better  judgment  whether  some  company 
that  is  full  had  not  better  be  substituted  in  its  room,  and 
also  that  the  eighth  company  be  added. 

lam,  gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  very  humble  servant, 

RUDOLPHUS  RiTZEMA, 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety. 


To  the   Honourable  Johii  Hancock, 
Congress. 


Esquire,  President  of 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  4,  1776.] 

Ne W.York,  April  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  That  I  might  be  in  readiness  to  take  the  field  in 
the  spring,  and  prepared  for  any  service  Congress  should 
think  proper  to  send  me  upon  this  campaign,  I  desired 
Colonel  Reed,  when  he  left  Cambridge  in  the  fall,  to  get 
me  a  set  of  camp  equipage,  tents,  and  a  baggage  wagon 
made  at  Philadelphia,  under  his  own  inspection,  and  send 
to  rae;  this  he  informs  me  is  now  done  and  ready  to 
come  on.  1  have  therefore  to  beg  tlie  favour  of  Congress, 
through  you,  to  order  payment  of  them  from  the  Treasury, 
as  it  will  save  the  expense  and  hazard  of  a  remittance  from 
hence,  where  we  stand  much  in  need  of  every  farthing  we 
have. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 
sii',  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,   Esq.,  President   of 

Congress. 

general    WASHINGTON   TO    LORD     DRUMMOND. 

New-York,  April  23,  1776. 

My  Lord  :  Understanding  that  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  this  Colony  have  given  your  Lordship  permission  to  visit 
Bermuda,  for  the  benefit  of  your  health,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  wishing  you  a  pleasant  voyage,  and  a'speedy  and  perfect 
restoration  of  it. 

With  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your  Lordship's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Lord  Drummond. 


COLONEL    RITZEMA   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  April  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  General  Washington  and  my  Lord  Stir- 
ling are  extremely  anxious  for  the  speedy  completion  of 
the  New-  York  Regiments,  and  I  am  daily  called  on  to  know 
the  reason  why  my  regiment  is  not  completed  ;  in  answer  to 
which  I  inform  the  Generals  of  your  orders  for  the  compa- 
nies to  come  down,  and  that  they  have  been  issued  for  some 
lime,  and  of  the  arrangement  that  has  been  made  in  it. 
Tliis  does  not  seem  to  be  satisfactory.   I  am  therefore  ordered 


SETH    MARVIN    TO    TEUNIS    COOPER. 

Onford,  April  23,  1776. 

Siu:  After  proper  respects,  I  must  desire  you  not  to 
mention  that  I  did  nqt  incline  to  have  warrants  sent  up  to 
us  without  they  were  returned  in  a  week  ;  but  if  any  should 
be  returned  at  all,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  them  sent  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Seth  Marvin. 

To  Mr.  Tennis  Cooper,  Esq.,  in  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
at  New-York. 


LEVI    PAWLING    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Marbletown,  April  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  you  have  a  return  from  the  four 
gentlemen  who  were  appointed  a  sub-Committee  by  the 
General  Committee  for  the  town  of  Rochester  Your  Ho- 
nours will  be  kind  enough  to  send  up  the  commissions  as 
soon  as  possible.  There  can  be  no  reasonable  objection 
made  why  the  three  gentlemen  returned  should  not  be  «om- 
missioned.  The  reason  of  the  vacancy  in  Captain  Schoon- 
maker's  Company  is,  that  one  of  his  subalterns  is  an  officer 
in  the  Continental  service,  the  other  two  in  Colonel  De 
Witt's  Regiment  of  Minute-men. 

Your  compliance  will  oblige  your  most  humble  servant, 

Levi  Pawling. 

To  the  New-York  Committee  of  Safety. 


GOVERNOUR    COOKE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  April  23,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  did  myself  the  honour,  in  my  letter  of  January 
21,  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  Memorial 
from  the  General  Assembly  to  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you ;  and  when  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  here  I  laid  before  you  very 
fully  the  distressed  situation  of  the  Colony,  and  the  enor- 
mous expenses  we  were  necessarily  put  to  in  defending 
such  an  extensive  line  of  sea-coast,  which  I  thought  you 
very  well  convinced  it  was  impossible  for  the  Colony  to 
support. 

I  prevailed  upon  Colonel  Knox,  who  passed  through  this 
town  on  his  way  to  Norwich,  to  take  a  view  of  Newport, 
and  to  direct  such  works  to  be  thrown  up  as  he  should  think 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  place.  He  is  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  town  of  Newport  may  be  secured,  and  hath 
left  some  directions,  which  I  have  ordered  to  be  carried  into 
execution.  They  have  begun  the  works,  and  I  believe  will 
this  day  complete  a  battery  which  commands  the  north 
entrance  of  the  harbour.  To-morrow  they  begin  the  fortifi- 
cations upon  Fort-Jsland.  And  if  it  be  in  our  power  to  com- 
plete the  works,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  put  a  total  end  to 
toryism  in  this  Colony.  As  Colonel  Knox's  stay  was  very 
short,  his  plans  are  not  particular  nor  exact.  If  it  were  pos- 
sible for  your  Excellency  to  spare  from  your  Army  some 
person  acquainted  with  fortification,  to  assist,  were  it  only  for 
a  few  days,  you  would  do  us  a  particular  favour,  and  a  most 
essential  service  to  the  common  cause. 

Colonel  Babcock  hath  given  such  incontestable  proofs  of 
insanity,  that  his  officers  were  obliged  to  put  him  under  an 
arrest,  and  send  him  untler  a  guard  to  Frovidcnce.  The 
General  Committee  have  continued  the  arrest,  and  referred 
the  matter  until  next  week,  when  the  Assembly  meets,  who 
will  most  certainly  dismiss  him. 

I  beg  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  represent  the 
state  of  the  Colony  to  Congress,  and  to  recommend  to  them 
the  taking  our  Brigade  (which  is  inlisted  to  serve  in  any  of 
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the  United  Colonies)  into  Continental  pay  ;  and  to  establish 
a  force  here  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony. 

I  am,  with  great  tnith  and  esteem,  sir,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Nicholas  Cooke. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


DR.  MORGAN  TO  COMMITTEE    OP  MASSACHUSETTS    ASSEMBLY. 

Cambridge,  April  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  been  thrice  over  to  Boston  on  pur- 
pose to  have  the  honour  of  a  conference  with  you  ;  but  not 
knowing  of  your  engagements  out  of  Boston,  had  not  the 
pleasure  of  suiting  my  time  to  your  convenience.  It  was 
not  till  last  night  that  1  received  the  list  of  articles  found  in 
the  stores  of  Dr.  Sylvester  Gardner,  which  you  have  given 
orders  to  the  Sherift'  to  take  possession  of,  and  secure  till  he 
should  receive  the  order  of  the  General  Court  to  the  con- 
trary. As  this  instruction  of  yours  does,  in  my  opinion,  in- 
terfere with  General  Washington's  orders  to  me,  and  the 
resolve  of  the  General  Court  on  that  head,  I  should  have 
been  happy  to  have  had  a  conference  with  you,  as  it  would 
give  me  the  greatest  concern  to  give  you  offence,  by  ex- 
ceeding the  intent  of  my  commission,  which  I  am  confident 
I  have  not  done,  nor  did  I  mean  to  do.  Not  having  the 
satisfaction  to  meet  you,  and  having  business  at  Portsmouth 
that  will  detain  me  from  Boston  for  a  week  to  come,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  state  my  claims  to  such  articles  contained  in 
your  list  as  I  think  will  be  of  use  to  the  General  Hospital, 
which  I  shall  submit  with  all  deference  to  your  considera- 
tion. If  you  approve  thereof,  I  shall  direct  Mr.  Cutting  to 
proceed  in  getting  them  packed  up  and  sent  forward  ;  and  I 
natter  myself  the  good  of  the  Army,  the  welfare  and  ser- 
vice of  which  I  am  sure  you  have  at  heart,  will  gain  your  ac- 
quiescence, when  you  maturely  consider  every  circumstance 
with  attention.  1  shall  say  nothing  in  respect  to  such  arti- 
cles as  are  enumerated  in  your  list,  that  are  already  sent 
forward,  further  tiian  that  some  of  them  are  as  essentially- 
necessary  to  the  General  Hospital,  and  as  much  intended  by 
General  Washington  to  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the 
General  Hospital,  and  fitting  out  all  regiments  in  the  Army 
with  complete  medicine  chests,  as  any  drugs  or  medicine 
found  in  the  shop ;  and  if  some  few  others  were  sent,  that 
might  as  well  have  been  left  behind  for  your  use,  I  am  sorry 
not  to  have  had  notice  of  those  particulars  in  time  to  have 
given  orders  for  their  being  left :  but  the  attention  that  was 
necessary  to  take  care  of  the  extensive  concerns  of  the  sick, 
and  of  the  Hospital  stores  at  Cambridge  and  Roxhury,  pre- 
vented my  being  as  much  at  Boston  as  I  could  have  wished, 
and  of  course  I  am  obliged  to  leave  the  general  management 
of  the  concerns  of  the  Hospital  in  Boston  to  gentlemen 
under  my  direction,  who,  I  believe,  acted  to  the  best  of 
their  judgment. 

Passing  these  matters  over,  I  proceed  to  point  out  the 
articles  in  your  list  which  I  have  ordered  to  be  left  behind, 
and  to  mark  the  particulars  included  in  it  which  I  hope  you 
will  consent  to  my  ordering  to  be  sent  along  with  the  medi- 
cines and  other  parts  of  the  shop  furniture  not  included  in 
your  list.  In  the  first  place,  then,  I  have  ordered,  and  shall 
repeat  the  same,  that  all  the  following  articles,  if  not  sent 
away  already,  be  wholly  left  behind,  viz :  the  verdigris,  three 
hogsheads  of  allum,  four  hogsheads  of  copperas,  two  hogs- 
heads of  brimstone,  cork  bungs,  one  hogshead  of  red  wood, 
one  hogshead  of  madder,  read  lead,  white  lead,  logwood,  a 
large  bell-metal  mortar,  iron  mortar,  pestles,  shut-corks,  skil- 
lets, wire  sieves,  iron  ring-pans,  frevets  for  ring-pans. 

The  other  articles  coming  within  the  General's  intention 
as  being  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  General  Hospital,  and  for 
fitting  out  complete  Regimental  chests,  might  all  with  great 
propriety  be  claimed  for  the  use  of  the  General  Hospital, 
being  such  articles  as  I  must  purchase  if  I  cannot  get  them 
here  ;  but  as  you  may  wish  for  them  for  the  good  of  the 
town,  (which  I  sincerely  join  with  you  in  regarding.)  as  well 
as  I  wish  for  them  for  the  Continental  Army,  (which  you 
must  regard,)  I  propose  to  divide  as  follows,  viz  :  to  take  one 
bag  of  allspice,  equally  necessary  with  any  medicine  for  the 
use  of  the  sick,  and  to  leave  the  remaining  ten  bags  ;  to  share 
the  bottle-corks,  retorts  and  receivers,  vials  and  galley-pots, 
bolt-heads,  bottles  in  wicker-baskets,  and  to  take  such  bot- 
tles as  were  designed  for  medicines  only,  leaving  all  others. 
Tlie  small  mortars  fit  for  Regimental  chests,  twine,  and  oint- 


ment, already  sent,  were  wanted,  as  well  as  the  flat-irons, 
and  a  few  large  mortars  for  the  General  Hospital. 

In  proposing  this  division,  I  endeavour  to  consult  the 
interest  of  the  town  of  Boston  and  country,  as  much  as  of 
the  Army.  If  you  can  proi)ose  anything  more  equitable,  or 
more  reasonable,  I  shall  cheerfully  acquiesce ;  for  I  would 
on  no  occasion  wish  to  execute  my  orders  in  any  manner  de- 
trimental to  the  good  of  this  country,  the  interest  of  which  I 
would  willingly  promote  to  the  extent  of  my  power.  On  the 
other  hand,  my  immediate  duty  and  the  General's  orders, 
(which  I  am  bound  to  obey,)  will  not  pennit  rne  to  deprive 
the  Army  or  General  Hospital  of  whatever  is  essential  to  the 
service  of  the  former,  or  the  good  of  the  latter.  I  will  take 
upon  me  to  answer  for  it,  altliough  the  orders  of  the  General 
mention  no  more  than  drugs  and  medicines,  that  his  inten- 
tion was  to  include  all  those  particulars  belonging  to  a  Ge- 
neral Hospital,  not  less  necessary  than  medicine  itself,  as 
vials,  galley-pots,  corks,  and  other  shop  furniture  equally 
wanted,  and  that  he  never  once  allowed  himself  to  think 
that  the  Committee  of  Boston  would  have  thought  of  put- 
ting any  narrow  constructions  on  his  orders.  If  we  cannot 
agree  on  these  constructions,  and  the  resolves  of  the  Ge- 
neral Court  founded  on  the  same,  I  shall  either  wait  hero 
for  the  General's  further  orders,  or  submit  to  such  construc- 
tions as  the  General  Assembly  are  pleased  to  put  upon 
them.  In  the  mean  time,  I  remain,  with  fervent  wishes  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Boston,  gentlemen,  your  most 

obedient  humble  servant,  ,         ,, 

John  Morgan. 

To  the  Committee  of  the  General  Court. 


SAMUEL    TUFTS    TO    BENJAMIN    GREENLEAF. 

Newburyport,  .^pril  23,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  pardon  the  freedom 
of  my  troubling  you  with  this  letter ;  but  being  appointed, 
with  Captain  Edward  Sawyer,  by  the  honourable  General 
Court,  to  the  impoilant  trust  of  inspecting  and  receiving 
saltpetre,  the  reason  of  my  now  addressing  you  is,  to  request 
the  favour  of  you  to  inform  the  honourable  Court  that  we 
have  purchased,  on  account  of  the  Colony,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-seven  and  a  half  pounds,  and 
paid  for  the  same.  And  as  many  people  have  called  upon 
us  to  receive  large  quantities,  and  more  expected,  to  the 
amount  of  four  thousand  pounds  weight,  we  are  not  able  to 
receive  for  want  of  money.  We  request  the  favour  of  the 
honourable  Court  to  grant  a  sum  to  enable  us  to  fulfil  the 
trust  reposed  in  us. 

Your  communicating  this  will  much  oblige  (by  order  and 
in  absence  of  Colonel  Sawyer)  your  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Tufts. 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Greenkaf,  Esq.,  at  present 
at  Watertown. 

P.  S.  If  the  money  should  be  granted,  request  the  favour 
of  your  forwarding  it. 

INSTRUCTIONS    TO    DELEGATES     FOR     JAMES     CIT1    COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA. 

The  Freeholders  of  James  City  being  desirous  of  express- 
ing their  sentiments  on  the  important  subject  of  Independen- 
cy, a  majority  residing  in  the  County  assembled  at  Allen's 
Ordinary,  the  24th  of  April,  1776,  for  that  purpose,  and 
agreed  to  the  following  Instructions : 
"To  Robert  C.  Nicholas  anrf  William Norvell, Dsg'*; 
"Gentlemen:  In  vain  do  we  congratulate  ourselves 
upon  the  impotency  of  the  Minister  to  divide  us,  if  our  union 
amounts  to  nothing  more  than  an  union  in  one  common 
lethargy.  War  hath  been  brought  into  our  houses,  height- 
ened by  terrours  and  cnielties,  which  die  justest  cause  wants 
even  palliatives  for;  but  faint  advances  towards  peace,  in- 
sidiously urged,  have  caught  the  ear  of  the  credulous,  and 
groundless  hopes  of  accommodation  deluded  the  timid,  so 
that  the  true  military  system  remains  untouched  in  the  most 
essential  points.  As  if  our  inexperience,  poverty  in  warlike 
stores,  and  the  infency  of  our  Navy,  were  of  trifling  moment, 
we  have  ventured  to  neglect  resources,  in  such  difficulties, 
which  Heaven  hath  placed  widiin  our  attainment. 

"Alliances  may  be  formed  at  an  easy  price,  capable  of 
supplying  these  disadvantages,  but  an  independent  State 
disdains  to  humble  herself  to   an  equality  in  treaty  widi 
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another  who  cannot  call  her  jwliticks  her  own;  or,  to  be 
explicit,  she  cannot  .enter  into  a  negotiation  with  those  who 
denominate  themselves  Rebels,  by  resistance,  and  confession 
of  a  (lependancy. 

"  Reason,  drawn  from  justice,  policy,  and  nc^cessity,  are 
everywhere  at  hand  for  a  radical  separation  from  (treat 
Britain.  From  justice  ;  for  the  blood  of  those  who  have 
fallen  in  our  cause  cries  aloud,  "It  is  time  to  part."  From 
necessity  ;  because  she  hath,  of  herself,  repudiated  us,  by  a 
rapid  succession  of  insult,  injury,  robbery,  murder,  and  a 
formal  declaration  of  war.  These  are  but  few,  and  some  of 
the  weakest  arguments  which  the  great  volume  of  our  op- 
,pression  opens  to  every  spirited  American. 

"  It  cannot  be  a  violation  of  our  faith  now,  to  reject  the 
terms  of  1763.  They  are  a  qualified  slavery  at  best,  and 
were  acceptable  to  us,  not  as  the  extern  of  our  right,  but  the 
probable  cause  of  peace ;  but  since  the  day  in  which  they 
were  most  humbly  offered  as  the  end  of  animosities,  an  in- 
terval hath  passed  marked  with  tyranny  intolerable. 

"  We,  therefore,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do 
request  and  instruct  you,  our  Delegates,  (provided  no  just 
and  honourable  terms  are  offered  by  the  King,)  to  exert  your 
utmost  abilities,  in  the  next  Convention,  towards  dissolving 
the  connection  between  America  and  Great  Britain,  totally, 
finally,  and  irrevocably." 

[The  above  Instructions  are  signed  by  a  majority  of  the 
Freeholders  living  in  the  County.] 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  6,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and 
Mr.  Duane.] 

Suffolk,  April  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  it  is  now  beyond  all  doubt  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  enemy  to  attack  these  Provinces  with  a  very  con- 
siderable force,  and  as  the  extent  of  the  assailable  parts  is 
so  very  great,  it  must  appear  that  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand are  inadequate  to  the  service ;  I  must  therefore  entreat 
the  Congress  to  detach  as  many  battalions  as  possible  from 
Pennsylvania,  with  a  large  addition  of  powder.  I  wish  a 
good  horse  officer  could  be  found  and  sent  to  me ;  he  is 
much  wanted.  You  will  excuse  the  shortness  of  my  letter, 
as  I  am  in  great  haste. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant,  <-,  r 

'  Charles  Lee. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancocli,  Esq. 

P.  S.  We  want  medicines  (bark  in  particular)  most 
cruelly. 


THOMAS    STONE    TO   DANIEL    OF    ST.  THOMAS    JENIFER. 

Philadelphia,  April  24,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir  :  Mr.  Johnson  wrote  to  you,  yesterday,  by 
post,  and  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Hall.  Nothing  is  known  since,  in 
consequence  of  your  letter  and  resolution  to  the  President. 
We  have  been  very  much  engaged,  for  some  days,  in  attend- 
ing to  the  affairs  of  Canada,  having  received  late  intelligence 
from  that  quarter.  I  presume  the  Canada  Department,  with 
its  Conventions  and  despondencies,  will  engross  our  atten- 
tion for  a  few  days,  and  then  some  answer  will  probably  be 
given  to  your  letter.  What  it  will  be,  I  cannot  guess  with 
any  degree  of  certainty  ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  every- 
thing will  be  left  to  the  Convention.  We  shall  attend  the 
meeting  of  that  Assembly. 

Governour  Edens  letter  is  published  in  one  of  the  papers 
here,  and  various  are  the  comments  on  it.  Independent  of 
everything  else,  it  is  very  suspicious  ;  but  taking  Mr.  Eden's 
conduct,  and  the  letters  from  his  brother,  (who  must  know 
his  sentiments,)  into  consideration,  I  think  gready  lessens 
the  charge  which  the  intercepted  letter  would,  of  itself,  im- 
port. 

If  the  Commissioners  do  not  arrive  shortly,  and  conduct 
themselves  with  great  candour  and  uprightness,  to  effect  a  re- 
conciliation, a  separation  will  most  undoubtedly  take  place  ; 
and  then  all  Governours  and  officers  must  quit  their  posts, 
and  new  men  must  be  placed  in  the  saddle  of  power.  I 
wish  to  conduct  affairs  so  that  a  just  and  honourable  recon- 
ciliation should  take  place,  or  that  we  should  be  pretty 
unanimous  in  a  resolution  to  fight  it  out  for  Independence. 
The  proper  way  to  effect  this  is,  not  to  move  too  quick. 


But  then  we  must  take  care  to  do  everytJiing  which  is  neces- 
sary for  our  security  and  defence ;  not  suffer  ourselves  to 
be  bullied  or  wheedled  by  any  deceptions,  declarations,  or 
givings  out.  You  know  my  heart  wishes  for  peace,  upon 
terms  of  security  and  justice  to  America.  But  war,  any- 
thing, is  j)referable  to  a  surrender  of  our  rights.  You  may 
rely  on  my  friendship  on  all  occasions. 

My  brotiiers  are  all  steady  friends  to  your  Council ;  and 
we  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  when  your  conduct  comes 
to  be  tried  by  your  country,  you  will  receive  its  thanks  for 
your  great  altenlion  to  the  publick  good.  You  have  been 
steady,  firm,  and  determined,  in  the  present  opposition  to 
Ministerial  tyranny,  and  I  hope  will  persevere  to  the  end, 
bearing  all  blasts  with  unshaken  constancy  and  resolu- 
tion. 

Nothing  new  here.  I  shall  set  out  on  Saturday  or  Sun- 
day next,  to  meet  my  wife.  Be  pleased  to  show  this  to 
your  brothers  in  Council,  to  whom  I  present  my  most  re- 
spectful regards. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obliged  and  affectionate  friend, 

T.  Stone. 
To  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 

PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WARD. 

Philadelphia,  April  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  Congress  to  acquaint  you  that 
your  letter  of  resignation,  of  the  12th  instant,  was  this  day 
laid  before  them,  and  that  they  have  been  pleased  to  accept 
of  the  same.  The  motives  which  first  induced  the  Con- 
gress to  iippoint  you  a  Major-General  in  the  Continental 
service,  would  naturally  make  them  regret  your  retirinor 
from  the  Army ;  but  whfen  it  is  considered  that,  in  the 
course  of  your  duty  in  that  high  rank,  you  have  acquitted 
yourself  with  honour  and  reputation,  I  am  persuaded  the 
reluctance  they  feel  at  your  retiring  is  much  increased. 

The  Congress,  in  a  letter  to  General  Washington  of  the 
2d  instant,  have  declared  the  thanks  of  diese  United  Colo- 
nies to  be  due  to  the  brave  officers  under  his  command, 
and  have  requested  him  to  communicate  to  them  this  distin- 
guishing mark  of  the  ajiprobation  of  their  country.  I  men- 
tion this,  as  the  letter  did  not  reach  the  General  until  he 
arrived  at  New-  York. 

With  the  slncerest  wishes  for  a  restoration  of  your  health, 
and  for  your  future  happiness,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  Major-General  Ward. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  TRYE. 

Philadelphia,  April  24,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Congress  having  received  your  letter  of  resig- 
nation, I  am  commanded  to  acquaint  you  that  they  have 
been  pleased  to  accept  of  the  same.  Wiiile  they  lament 
the  cause  that  obliges  you  to  retire,  they  cannot  but  acknow- 
ledge it  to  be  a  sufficient  one.  The  reputation  and  honour 
with  which  you  have  conducted  yom-self,  on  all  occasions, 
in  the  Continental  service,  must  always  afford  you  the  most 
pleasing  satisfaction. 

The  Congress,  in  a  letter  to  General  Washington,  of  the 
2d  instant,  have  declared  the  thanks  of  these  United  Colo- 
nies to  be  due  to  the  brave  officers  under  his  command,  and 
have  requested  him  to  communicate  to  them  this  distinguish- 
ing mark  of  the  approbation  of  their  country.  I  mention 
this,  as  the  letter  did  not  reach  the  General  until  he  arrived 
at  New-York. 

With  the  most  sincere  wishes  for  the  restoration  of  your 
health,  and  for  your  future  happiness,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To'  Brigadier-General  Frye. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  COLONEL  HAZEN. 

Philadelphia,  April  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  have  it  in  charge  from 
Congress  to  convey  to  you  their  approbation  of  your  letter  to 
General  Schuyler,  as  well  as  your  attention  to  the  publick 
good.  Though  it  appears  that  some  of  the  Continental  troops 
have  behaved  in  an  imprudent  manner  towards  the  Cana- 
dians, yet  I  trust  the  evil  is  not  incurable.     It  is  only  by 
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cultivating  a  friendly  intercourse  with  them,  and  restraining, 
by  exemplary  punishment,  the  irregularities  of  the  soldiery, 
that  their  affections  can  over  be  regained.  To  accomplish 
this  most  important  purpose,  the  Congress  have  enjoined 
the  commanding  officer  in  Canada  (o  be  very  attentive  to 
military  discipline,  and  to  punish,  severely,  every  violation 
thereof.  To  this  must  be  added  all  the  arts  of  insinuation 
and  address,  which,  1  make  no  doubt,  you  in  particular,  and 
the  rest  of  the  officers,  will  exert  to  the  utmost  of  your 
abilities. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 


humble  servant, 


John  Hancock,  President. 


To  Colonel  Hazen,  Montreal. 


TO    THE    PEOPI.K    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. LETTER    Vllt. 

The  all-wise  Creator  having  enabled  every  man  to  judge, 
in  some  degree,  what  is  good  for  himself,  the  study  of  Go- 
vernment is  a  duty  of  the  highest  concern  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  a  free  State.  But  men,  in  general,  may  be  said  to 
feel  better  than  they  can  see  ;  and  therefore  seldom  take 
the  trouble  to  emjiloy  their  thoughts  on  publick  affiiirs 
while  they  are  tolerably  administered  ;  nor  is  it  till  oppres- 
sion becomes  flagrant,  and  even  palpable  to  the  sight,  that  a 
People  are  universally  roused  into  a  serious  attention  to 
abuses  in  Government. 

Numerous  are  the  evils  which  spring  from  distractions  and 
convulsions  in  a  State  ;  but  they  are  often  productive  of  one 
advantage,  which  outweighs  them  all.  The  civil  Constitu- 
tions of  countries,  although  long  neglected  through  the  in- 
dolence of  the  people,  and  tottering  on  the  verge  of  dissolu- 
tion, have  nevertheless  been  thus  purged  of  their  corruptions, 
brought  back  to  their  first  principles,  and  made  to  flourish, 
with  renewed  vigour,  through  many  succeeding  ages.  But 
as  this  can  only  bs  the  work  of  heroism,  conducted  by  wis- 
dom, virtue,  and  prudence,  every  writer  who,  upon  such 
great  and  trying  occasions,  seeks  to  exaggerate  or  conceal 
facts,  to  state  but  one  side  of  a  question,  to  warp  the  judg- 
ment b}^  partial  representations,  to  give  railing  for  reason, 
invectives  for  arguments,  and  to  urge  a  people  into  hasty 
resolutions,  by  addressing  the  inflamed  passions  rather  than 
the  sober  reason — every  such  writer,  I  say,  insults  his  coun- 
try in  distress,  and  is  a  fellow-worker  with  its  enemies,  to 
hasten  its  ruin. 

Had  the  author  of  Common  Sense  considered  this,  or  were 
he  possessed  of  the  least  reverence  for  the  judgment  or  feel- 
ings of  a  great  and  enlightened  people,  whom  he  has  thought 
himself  fit  to  address,  his  performance  would  have  been  of  a 
different  nature.  It  would  at  least  have  worn  the  sem- 
blance of  argument,  and  contained  something  which  had  a 
chance  to  meet  the  reason  of  wise  men,  and  to  stand  the 
test  of  their  candid  examination.  He  would  have  listened 
patiently  to  their  remarks  upon  his  production,  and  would 
have  coolly  replied  to  their  objections.  He  would  not  have 
dared  to  offer  such  an  indignity  to  the  publick,  as  to  throw 
out  impotent  threats,  instead  of  answers,  against  the  mean- 
est of  his  fellow-citizens,  (if  fellow-citizens  he  has  in  this 
place,)  merely  for  endeavouring,  in  a  country  yet  free,  to 
detect  his  misrepresentations,  to  supply  his  defect  of  ma- 
terials, and  thereby  enable  a  people  to  judge  fairly  of  their 
own  weighty  concerns. 

The  contest  in  which  America  is  engaged,  was  not  lightly 
undertaken.  The  sword  was  drawn  in  defence  of  our  laws 
and  liberties.  Till  these  arc  rendered  safe,  let  it  not  be  re- 
turned to  the  scabbard ;  but,  still,  let  not  the  scabbard  be 
thrown  away.  If  our  just  rights  can  be  best  secured  by 
reconciliation  with  our  own  flesh  and  blood — with  a  yet 
powerful  nation,  whose  religion,  laws,  and  manners,  in  our 
former  happy  days,  we  gloried  to  call  our  own — God  for- 
bid that  we  should  shut  the  door  against  it,  by  any  hasty 
measure  among  ourselves.  This  happy  period  of  our  mise- 
ries is  still  hoped  for  and  devoutly  wished,  not  only  by  mul- 
titudes of  the  zealous  friends  of  America,  through  all  the 
Colonies,  but  by  whole  Colonies,  in  their  publick  capacity, 
rcffardless  of  anything  that  has  yet  been  offered  to  the  con- 
trary. While  this  continues  to  be  the  case,  he  who  seeks 
to  disturb  the  union  which  we  nobly  supported  on  our  former 
ground,  is  the  worst  foe  to  this  country.  If  the  British  Ad- 
ministration has  a  tool  here,  labouring  to  forward  their  ruin- 
ous purposes  by  divisions  and  distractions,  "  thou   art  the 


man  ;"  even  thou,  the  authox  of  Common  Sense,  who  hast 
started  thine  ignis-fatuus,  to  draw  the  unwary  into  untried 
regions,  full  of  tremendous  j)recipices  and  quaginires,  trea- 
clierous  to  the  foot,  whither  the  wise  and  considerate  think 
it  not  safe  to  follow.  Couldst  thou  succeed  in  this,  thou 
dost  effectually  confinn  all  the  slanders  of  our  Ministerial 
foes  against  us ;  and  instead  of  America,  strong  in  domes- 
tick  union,  and  supported  by  a  respectajjle  part  of  Britain, 
thou  wilt  give  us  Britain  united,  and  America  rent  by  divi- 
sions, amidst  the  mighty  contest.  Thou  sayest  that  now  is 
the  exact  time  for  adopting  thy  plan,  and  boldest  up  ruin  as 
the  sure  consequence  of  the  least  delay.  Thou  saidst  the 
same  and  didst  threaten  the  same,  near  three  months  ago, 
if  we  hesitated  a  moment  to  follow  thy  advice.  Possibly, 
any  time  may  be  thy  now,  especially  if  thou  shoiddst  have 
nothing  to  lose,  and,  peradventure,  mayest  hope  to  gain 
something  by  the  change.  But  w.hen  the  Almighty  shall  be 
pleased  to  say  now,  thy  interpretations  will  be  uiniecessary. 
He  will  send  conviction  along  with  it,  in  circumstances  so 
clear  and  unambiguous,  that  they  who  run  may  read  them. 

The  publick  w  ill  excuse  the  occasional  notice  I  am  forced 
to  take  of  the  answers  hitherto  given  to  my  letters.  Were 
I  disposed  to  deviate  from  my  plan,  or,  by  immediate  retalia- 
tion, to  draw  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  '•  political 
characters,  connexions,  and  dependencies  "  of  my  antago- 
nists, (which  the  author  of  Common  Sense,  in  his  new  clia- 
racter  of  the  Forester,  allows  to  be  very  essential  in  such  a 
controversy,)  I  believe  it  would  add  little  to  the  credit  of 
their  works ;  especially  if,  upon  inquiry,  «  should  be  found 
that  they  have  neither  "  character  nor  connexions  "  in  this 
place,  and  that  they  are  the  avowed  instruments  and  depen- 
dants of  some,  who,  having  no  concern  in  our  domestick 
affairs,  are  nevertheless  constantly  intermeddling  with  them, 
to  the  great  disturbance  of  the  Province,  and  injury  of  the 
publick  cause. 

The  popular  leadei-s  who  overturned  the  Monarchy  in  the 
last  age,  were  not  themselves  friends  to  Republicks.  They 
only  made  use  of  the  name  to  procure  the  favour  of  the 
people  ;  and  whenever,  by  such  means,  they  had  mounted 
to  the  proper  height,  each  of  them,  in  his  turn,  began  to 
kick  the  people  from  him  as  a  ladder  then  useless. 

Cromxvell  exercised  the  power  of  a  King,  and  of  the  most 
absolute  King,  under  the  specious  name  of  a  Protector.  The 
instrument  of  Republican  Government,  which  he  had  at  firet 
extolled  as  the  most  perfect  work  of  human  invention,  he 
began  (as  soon  as  he  thought  his  authority  sufficiently  es- 
tablished) to  represent  as  "a  rotten  plank,  upon  which  no 
man  could  trust  himself  without  sinking."  He  had  his  eyes 
fixed  upon  the  Crown;  but  when  he  procured  an  offer  of  it, 
from  a  packed  Parliament,  his  courage  failed  him.  He  had 
outwitted  himself  by  his  own  hypocrisy,  and,  in  his  way  to 
power,  had  thrown  such  an  odium  upon  the  name  of  the 
King,  that  his  own  family,  apprehensive  he  would  be  mur- 
dered the  moment  the  diadem  should  touch  his  brow,  per- 
suaded him  to  decline  that  honour. 

The  great.  Sydney  never  meant  more,  by  his  celebrated 
work,  than  to  reform  the  abuses  of  mixed  Government,  and 
to  restrain  the  rapid  progress  which  the  nation  was  making, 
in  his  time,  towards  absolute  Monarchy.  And  he  was  as 
miich  a  foe  to  Cromwell  as  to  Charles  the  First,  considering 
both  as  governing  above  the  laws.  But  he  did  not  write 
against  Kings  generally,  more  than  other  rulers  who  might 
abuse  their  power. 

"  Nothing,"  says  he,  "  is  further  from  my  intention  than 
to  speak  irreverently  of  Kings ;"  and  he  explains  what 
Kings  he  means,  viz :  those  limited  by  law  in  mixed  Go- 
vernments. He  has  written  a  whole  section  to  show  that  the 
best  Governments  in  the  world  have  been  composed,  as  the 
English  is,  of  Monarchy,  Aristocracy,  and  Democracy.  He 
says  God  ordained  a  mixed  Government,  answering  to  this 
in  all  its  parts,  and  consisting  of  a  single  Judge,  or  chief 
Captain,  (we  contend  not  for  names,)  a  Council  of  seventy 
chosen  men,  or  Sanhedrim,  and  the  General  Assemblies  of 
the  People.     Is  not  diis  our  own  form  complete  ? 

When  he  speaks  of  popular  Governments,  he  uses  the 
utmost  precision.  "  To  avoid  unnecessary  disputes,"  says 
he,  "  I  give  the  name  of  popular  Governments  to  those  of 
Rome,  Athens,  Sparta,  and  the  like  ;  but  improperly,  unless 
the  same  may  also  be  given  to  many  that  are  usually  called 
Monarchies,  since  there  is  nothing  of  violence  in  either. 
As  to  popular  Governments,  in  the  strict  sense,  (that  is, 
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pure  Democracy,)  where  the  People  in  themselves,  and  by 
tiieniselves,  perform  all  that  belongs  to  Government,  I  know 
of  no  such  thing ;  and  if  it  be  in  the  world,  I  have  nothing 
to  say  for  it." 

And  more  explicitly  still,  he  says :  "  Being  no  way  con- 
cemed  in  the  defence  of  Democracy,  1  may  leave  our 
Knight,  {Filmer,)  like  Don  (^uixotte,  fighting  against  the 
phantasm  of  his  own  brain,  and  to  say  what  he  pleases 
against  such  Governments  as  never  were,  unless  in  such  a 
place  as  San  Marino,  near  Scnegaglia,  in  Italy,  where  a 
liundred  men  govern  a  barbarous  rock,  that  no  man  invades. 
As  for  Democracy,  he  may  say  what  he  pleases  of  it ;  and 
I  believe  it  can  suit  only  with  the  convenience  of  a  small 
town,  accompanied  with  such  circumstances  as  are  seldom 
to  be  found." 

If  Sydney  understood  anything  of  the  matter,  we  see  that 
every  Colony  in  America  is  already  too  unwieldy  for  such  a 
Government,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  a  model  for  an  im- 
mense Continent.  In  a  word,  although  this  great  man  lived 
before  the  Revolution,  he  laid  its  foundation,  died  a  martyr 
to  its  principles,  and,  by  one  of  the  first  acts  of  Parliament 
made  under  it,  his  attainder  was  repealed,  and  a  solemn 
national  sanction  given  to  his  writings. 

The  testimony  of  another  professed  Whig,  nay,  an  Inde- 
pendent Whig,  (the  famous  Gordon,  in  his  Discourses  upon 
Tacitus,)  shall  come  next :  "  Monarchy,  according  to  Plato, 
is  the  best  Government,  or  the  worst ;  to  which  opinion 
(says  he)  I  subscribe,  as  I  do  to  that  ol'  Fhili]}  de  Corn- 
mines,  that  England  is  the  place  in  the  world  where  the 
publick  is  most  equally  administered,  and  where  the  people 
suffer  the  least  violence.  We  are  blessed  with  a  form  of 
Government  which  Tacitus  mentions  as  the  most  perfect, 
and  thinks  the  hardest  to  be  framed — that  happy  balance 
and  mixture  of  interests  that  secures  every  interest." 

Polyhius,  as  he  is  quoted  by  Montague,  on  the  Rise  and 
Fall  of  Republicks,  agrees  with  Plato  :  "  The  best  form  of 
Government  (says  he)  is  that  which  is  composed  of  a  due 
admixture  of  Monarchy,  Aristocracy,  and  Democracy." 

Of  all  legislators,  he  prefers  Lycurgus,  whom  he  looks 
upon  rather  as  divinely  inspired  than  as  a  man.  To  perpe- 
tuate the  Spartan  Government,  he  united  the  peculiar  excel- 
lencies of  the  best  forms  into  one,  that  neither  of  the  three 
parts,  by  swelling  beyond  its  just  bounds,  might  ever  be  able 
to  deviate  into  its  original  inborn  defects. 

Montague  adds :  "  I  cannot  help  observing,  on  this  occa- 
sion, that  our  own  Constitution,  as  settled  at  the  Revolution, 
so  nearly  coincides  with  Lycurgus^s  general  plan,  that  it 
seems,  at  first  sight,  to  be  formed  by  that  very  model." 

And,  indeed,  in  the  Constitution  of  mixed  Governments, 
there  is  something  more  substantial  than  an  attachment  to 
the  mystical  number,  three,  in  this  triple  union  of  powers. 
All  power  lodged,  uncontrolled,  in  one  or  many,  has  been 
shown  to  be  full  of  danger.  Lodged  in  two  distinct  bodies, 
they  may  chance  to  disagree  long ;  but  the  addition  of  a 
third  turns  the  scale ;  and  further  additions  would  only  be 
clogs. 

I  have  not  lost  sight  of  Montesquieu,  whose  sentiments, 
as  applicable  to  the  English  Constitution,  in  practice  as  well 
as  theory,  shall  be  briefly  introduced  in  my  next,  to  close 
this  part  of  my  work ;  and  then  let  the  author  of  Common 
Sense  combat  the  arguments  of  these  great  men  as  well  as 
he  can ;  for  he  has  yet  said  nothing  that  is  in  any  way 
applicable  to  them,  and  must  look  for  better  arguments 
than  those  drawn  from  tiie  nature  of  the  English  Constitu- 
tion, if  he  expects  to  serve  his  cause.  For  my  part,  I  still 
stand  upon  my  first  ground,  and  have  no  sentiment  which  I 
wish  to  hide  on  this  occasion.  When  it  shall  clearly  appear 
that  we  can  be  no  longer  free,  nor  secure  in  our  rights  and 
property,  in  connection  with  Britain,  or  that  we  can  be 
more  secure  in  any  other  connection,  (and  the  time  which 
will  enable  us  to  judge  of  this  cannot  be  very  remote,) 
the  author  of  these  letters  shall  not  then  lisp  a  word  against 
whatever  measures  the  sense  of  the  majority  of  this  country, 
fairly  taken,  shall  adopt  for  the  common  good  ;  and  will  be 
ready  to  give  his  best  assistance  for  canying  them  into  exe- 
cution. But  he  must  ever  bear  his  testimony  against  being 
surprised  into  publick  decisions  by  misrepresentations,  un- 
grounded suggestions,  and  delusive  arguments,  too  evidently 
proceeding  from  prejudice  or  predetermination  of  a  question, 
in  which  the  happiness  of  a  great  Continent  is  involved. 

Cato. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    THE    NEW-JERSEY    COMMITTEE 
OF    SAFETY. 

New-York,  April  84,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  readiness  shown  by  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  the  Province  of  New-Jersey  to  succour  this  place  with 
their  Militia,  on  a  late  occasion,  when  they  were  at  my  re- 
quest called  u])on  by  Brigadier-General  the  Earl  o(  Stirling, 
and  the  alacrity  with  which  I  am  informed  the  Militia  then 
stepped  forward  in  defence  of  their  country,  are  sufficient 
proofs  of  the  important  service  the  Province  of  New-Jersey 
is  capable  of  rendering  in  support  of  the  great  cause  of 
American  liberty,  especially  if  the  Militia  of  that  Province 
be  put  under  such  regulations  as  will  enable  them  to  give 
their  aid  at  the  very  time  it  may  be  wanted,  and  without 
the  least  delay  possible.  What  rendei-s  such  a  regulation 
the  more  necessary  is,  that  in  the  present  situation  of  affairs, 
it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  approach  of  the  enemy  will 
be  sudden,  and  w  ithout  our  having  long  notice  of  their  being 
on  the  coast. 

Late  experience  has  taught  us  that,  under  the  present  re- 
gulation, it  will  take  at  least  a  fortnight  (after  the  necessity  of 
the  requisition  is  seen)  to  assemble  and  imbody  any  consi- 
derable detachment  oi'  the  Militia  ;  wherefore  it  seems  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  there  be  a  resolution  of  your  Congress, 
or  Committee  of  Safety,  for  allotting  a  particular  number 
of  your  Militia  to  march  on  the  first  notice  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.  The  detachment  from  each  regiment  should 
be  fixed  upon,  who  should  march  to  certain  places  of  ren- 
dezvous on  the  first  alarm,  by  regulated  signals.  A  regulation 
of  such  signals  was  lately  made  by  Lord  Stirling  for  the 
Highlands,  Neversinlc,  and  Staten-Island,  a  copy  of  which, 
with  some  alteration,  I  now  send  you,  and  which  I  think 
are  very  proper  for  the  purpose ;  the  two  last  of  which  should 
be  repeated  at  a  number  of  eminences  in  your  Province. 
And  if,  on  the  signal  of  the  appearance  of  a  large  fleet,  the 
detachments  of  your  Militia  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at 
Brunsvrick,  Amboy,  Woodbridge,  Rahtvay,  Elizabethtown, 
Newark,  and  Bergen,  they  might  be  ready  in  a  day  or  two 
to  inarch  to  such  place,  either  in  your  Province  or  in  this, 
as  would  be  found  to  stand  most  in  need  of  their  assistance. 
And  in  order  to  avoid  the  inconvenience  which  may  arise 
from  the  absence  of  your  Provincial  Generals  from  that  part 
of  the  country  where  the  troops  may  assemble,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  the  Colonels  and  commanding  officers  of 
every  corps  or  detachment  be  directed  strictly  to  obey  the 
orders  they  may  receive  from  the  Continental  General  to 
w  horn  that  department  may  be  allotted. 

With  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 

^^"'^'  George  Washington. 

To  Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Congress  of 
New- Jersey,  or  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  that  Province. 


general  WASHINGTON   TO    THE    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF 

SAFETY. 

New-York,  April  24,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  It  being  necessary  that  I  should  know  the 
number  of  troops  to  compose  the  Amiy  here,  I  must  request 
the  favour  of  your  honourable  body  to  inform  me  how  many 
regiments  are  raising  in  this  Province  for  the  Continental 
service,  by  order  of  Congress,  and  what  their  state  is  as  to 
men  and  arms.  From  tlie  accounts  I  have  had,  I  have 
reason  to  fear  there  is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  latter,  which, 
at  a  crisis  when  nothing  else  seems  left  to  decide  the  con- 
test we  are  engaged  in,  is  truly  alanning,  and  calls  aloud 
for  their  utmost  exertions  to  procure  them.  The  pleasing 
and  ready  assurances  I  have  received  from  you  to  co-ope- 
rate with  me  in  every  measure  advancive  of  the  common 
cause,  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  but  proper  steps  will  be 
pursued  for  obtaining  them,  and  lead  me  to  ask  what  expec- 
tations and  source  you  have  for  getting  a  supply. 

If  there  have  been  any  officers  commissioned  by  you,  I 
shall  be  obliged  by  having  a  list  of  their  appointments. 

I  have  been  informed  that  there  is  a  number  of  arms  at 
Kingston,  that  were  taken  from  the  forces  in  Dutchess 
County ;  if  so,  are  they  not  at  your  disposal,  and  can  they 
be  had?      I  am,  &c.,  George  Washington. 

To  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  New-York. 
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GEN-ERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

New- York,  April  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  granted  a  warrant  unto  Captain 
Jacobus  Wynlcoop  for  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  and 
two-thirds  dollars,  being  for  a  month's  advance  to  him,  his 
officers  and  men,  who  are  to  serve  on  the  lakes  at  the  rates 
following : 

Captain,  at 32    dollars,  -  -  $*.32 

Three  Mates,  at  -     -     -     -  15    dollars,  -  -  45 

One  Boatswain,  at    -     -     -  15    dollars,  -  -  15 

Two  Boatswain's  Mates,  at  9 J  dollars,  -  -  183 

Twenty  Seamen,  at  -     -     -  8    dollars,  -  -  160 

One  Seaman,  at  -     -     -     -  6    dollars,  -  -  6 


.^2765 
Which  you  will  please  to  take  notice  of  in  adjusting  the 
accounts  of  this  Captain  and  his  crew. 

Brigadier-General  Thompson,  with  foiu-  battalions  and  one 
company,  sailed  from  hence  last  Sunday.  I  hope  they  will 
have  reached  Albany  long  before  this,  and  I  doubt  not  your 
forwarding  thein  on  with  all  possible  expedition. 

We  have  accounts  of  the  British  troops,  under  General 
Howe,  being  arrived  at  Halifax.  A  part  of  diem,  if  not 
the  whole,  will  probably  attempt  the  relief  of  (^uebeck,  as 
soon  as  the  navigation  up  the  iSt.  Lawrence  is  practicable. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  most  assured,  hum- 
ble servant,  „  ,,. 

(jEORGE  Washington. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler,  Northern  Department. 


HENRY    WISNER,    JUN.,    TO    THE    NEW-YORK    COMfflTTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

Wallkill,  April  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  for  a  num- 
ber of  powder-mills  to  be  built  in  this  Province,  Major 
Moses  Phillips  and  myself  applied  to  the  County  Committee 
for  a  recommendation,  which  we  obtained,  and  herewith 
send  you,  hoping,  as  we  have  made  great  improvements  in 
the  more  expeditiously  manufacturing  gunpowder,  you  will 
indulge  us  with  the  benefit  of  said  resolve.  I  should  have 
been  down  to  make  a  contract,  but  my  father  being  sick,  I 
could  not  leave  the  powder-mill  without  great  inconveni- 
ence, and  hope  this  application  will  answer  till  the  first 
Tuesday  in  May,  at  which  time  I  expect  to  attend  Congress, 
and  then  will  make  such  contract  as  the  Congress,  or  Com- 
mittee, shall  reasonably  require.  If  it  is  necessary  for  me  to 
come  down  before  the  first  of  May,  should  take  it  as  a  favour 
to  be  informed  by  the  bearer.  We  have  got  timber  and 
framed  a  powder-mill,  which  will  be  constructed  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  make  much  faster  than  the  one  belonging  to 
my  father  and  self,  in  which  we  make  one  thousand  pounds 
per  week.  The  weather  being  very  changeable,  we  are 
much  troubled  to  get  it  dry ;  but  have  above  three  tons 
made,  which  we  shall  send  to  Fort  Constitution  as  soon  as 
dry. 

Your  answer  relative  to  the  powder-mill  will  oblige,  sir, 

your  humble  servant,  .^  ,,,  . 

Henry  Wisner,  Jdn. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony 
of  Netv-York. 

N.  B.  Have  sent  a  small  horn  of  our  powder,  which  I 
hope  will  meet  with  approbation. 


CORNELIUS  D.  WYNKOOP  TO  DIRK  WYNKOOP. 

Kingston,  April  24,  1776. 

Sir  :  As  a  Surgeon  and  Mate  is  allowed  to  every  regi- 
ment in  the  United  service,  I  have  been  applied  to  by  Mr. 
George  Graham,  from  the  Wallkill,  to  act  in  the  capacity 
of  Surgeon's  Mate  of  my  Regiment.  He  is  a  young  man, 
who,  I  am  told,  is  capable  for  that  purpose,  and  as  appears 
by  the  within  certificate  of  two  reputable  persons,  he  is  also 
accounted  very  skilful.  If  anything  should  be  wanting  from 
my  recommendation,  please  to  apply  to  Mr.  Jones,  who,  I 
believe,  at  present  is  in  New-York,  who  can  give  you  a 
satisfactory  account  thereof;  and  if  your  honourable  Board 
will  commission  him  as  a  Surgeon's  Mate,  I  could  wish  it 
was  done  by  the  first  opportunity,  as  he  would  make  the 
necessary  preparations. 


Should  you  commission  him,  please  to  send  it  to  him,  di- 
rected to  the  Wallkill,  as  soon  as  possible.  If  it  is  in  your 
power  to  let  me  know  where  my  destination  should  be,  I 
should  take  it  as  a  favour  to  acquaint  nie  thereof,  and  what 
time. 

I  am  your  friend  to  serve,     ^  ,^  „, 

'     Cornelius  D.  Wynkoop. 

To  Dirk   Wynkoop,  Esquire,  Member  of  the  Provincial 

Congress. 


PROVIDENCE    (rHODE-ISLANd)    TOWN-MEETING. 

At  a  Town-Meeting,  of  the  Town  o{  Providence,  held 
on  the  third  Wednesday  o[  April,  Anno  Domini  1776: 
The  Honourable  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esq.,  Moderator. 
Instrvctiom  to  the  Depities  of  the  Town  of  Providence  : ' 

Gentlemen:  At  a  time  when  the  very  being  o{  Ameri- 
can Wherty  is  at  stake,  through  the  machinations  of  our  most 
unnatural  and  implacable  enemies,  by  whom  every  effort  is 
made  to  distress  us,  and  to  force  to  compliance  with  the 
most  arbitrary,  oppressive,  and  tyrannical  measures,  (he  vir- 
tuous inhabitants  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies  ;  and  who 
have,  by  their  most  cruel  edicts,  absolutely  prohibited  that 
mutual  and  friendly  intercourse  with  Britain  and  other 
foreign  countries,  which  heretofore  had  amply  su[)plied,  to 
their  great  advantage  and  emolument,  such  necessaiy  arti- 
cles as  this  happy  country,  in  its  infant  state,  could  not  so 
readily  afford ;  it  becomes  the  wisdom,  and  is  tlie  highest 
policy  of  the  said  Colonies,  to  promote,  by  every  measure, 
arts  and  manufactures,  as  well  as  anns,  being  equally  and 
alike  necessary  to  our  comfort,  support,  and  defence. 

In  consideration  whereof,  (as  we  suppose,)  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  have  afforded  to  several  of  the  South- 
ern Colonies  such  protection  as  the  necessity  of  the  case 
required,  by  passing  the  following  resolution,  January  30, 
1776;  "That  no  apprentice  whatsoever  be  inlisted  within 
the  Colonies  o{ New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  Lower  Coun- 
ties on  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  as  a  soldier  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  Colonies,  without  tlie  consent  of 
his  master  or  mistress  first  obtained  in  writing ;  and  that  all 
apprentices  now  inlisted  as  soldiers  in  said  Army  and  Navy, 
without  such  consent,  be  immediately  discharged  from  the 
service,  on  the  application  of  his  master  or  mistress,  upon 
payment  of  all  just  and  reasonable  charges  of  their  inlist- 
ment ;"  and  having  the  fullest  confidence  in  their  justice 
and  equal  regards  to  each  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  know- 
ing, from  the  most  obvious  reasons,  (arising  from  the  pecu- 
liar situation  of  this  small  frontier  Colony,)  that  the  present 
mode  of  raising  recruits  for  the  Army  gives  the  most  fatal 
discouragements  to  arts  and  manufactures  therein : 

We,  the  Freemen  of  the  Town  of  Providence,  in  Town- 
meeting  assembled,  do  recommend  to  you  to  use  your  en- 
deavours tliat  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  apply  to  the  honourable  Continental  Congress, 
that  this  Colony,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  may  have  the 
afore-recited  resolution  extended  to  them  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  to  the  Colonies  therein  particularly  mentioned. 

And  we  further  recommend,  that  you  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  in  sub- 
stance nearly  the  same  with  the  said  recited  resolve,  and 
which  shall  operate  as  to  any  standing  troops  to  be  hereafter 
raised  within  and  for  the  immediate  defence  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  not  from  the  least  doubt  of  your  cheer- 
ful readiness  to  urge  and  support  every  measure  calculated 
to  promote,  in  subservience  to  the  publick  good,  the  pros- 
perity of  this  Colony ;  nor  that  we  have  the  most  distant 
wish  Jo  preclude  the  right  of  private  judgment,  that  we  thus 
publickly  and  unitedly  recommend  the  foregoing  to  your 
care  ;  but  from  the  purest  motives  of  regard  to  the  welfare 
of  our  country. 

footed,  Tliat  the  foregoing  be  Instmctions  for  the  Deputies 
of  diis  Town. 

Witness:         *       Theodore  Foster,  Toum- Clerk. 


COLONEL    KNOX    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New-London,  April  24,  1776. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  your  Excellency's  directions,  I 
am  employed  in  looking  at  and  getting  the  necessary  infor- 
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malion  respecting  this  harbour,  in  wliich  I  shall  spare  no 
pains.  1  mentioned  to  your  EKccllency  I\ctvport  harbour, 
wliich,  in  conjunction  with  this,  will,  when  fortified,  afford  a 
safe  retreat  to  the  ^men'ca/i  Navy,  or  their  prizes,  in  any 
wind  that  blows.  Th(>y  are  equally  convenient  for  ships 
coming  from  sea  ;  and  if  the  wind  is  not  fair  to  go  into  one 
harbour,  they  may  go  into  the  other. 

The  artillery  and  stores  are  all  embarked,  together  with 
the  remaining  company  of  my  regiment,  and  have  been  wait- 
ing for  a  fair  wind  two  days. 

Admiral  Hopkins  is  still  in  this  harbour,  and,  I  believe, 
will  be  obliged  to  continue  here  some  time.  Jle  has  this 
day  received  intelligence  that  four  ships  and  two  brigs  are 
off  Montauk  Point  and  Block-Island,  stationed  in  such  a 
manner  that  but  one  appears  at  a  time,  and  each  able  to 
"coine  up  to  the  assistance  of  the  odiers.  The  Captain  of 
the  Cerberus  was  on  Block-Island  yesterday,  and  told  a 
man  there  that  he  was  waiting  for  Admiral  Hopkins,  and 
expected,  in  four  days,  to  be  joined  by  Captain  fVallace 
and  his  squadron. 

1  have  the  honour  to  bo,  with  the  utmost  respect,  your 
Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Henry  Knox, 
Colonel  Regiment  of  Artillery. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  I  am  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  set  out  for  New-  York 
on  the  28th  instant. 

COSMOPOLITAN,    NO.    IX. 

To  the  Inhahitants  of  the  American  Colonies : 

Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens  :  Had  1  not  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  misfortune  of  the  press,  1  should  have  given 
the  hero  of  my  paper  no  rest  until  I  had  completed  his 
character  as  delineated  in  his  letters.  As  [  left  him  some- 
what abruptly  in  my  last,  I  must  intrude  so  far  on  the  reader's 
patience,  as  once  more  to  bring  him  upon  the  stage,  promising 
to  keep  him  there  only  until  my  next,  with  which  I  shall 
conclude. 

Resolved  as  he  was,  to  plague  his  country  with  every 
species  of  oppression,  he  was  exceedingly  fertile  in  project- 
in"'  the  means.  Incessant  and  wily,  but  baffled  and  em- 
barrassed were  his  attempts  in  dieir  execution.  No  mea- 
sures, however  base,  however  cmel,  however  horrid  and 
unheard  of,  starded  him  in  his  headlong  career.  Despair- 
ing of  Grand  Juries  indicting  whole  towns,  and  in  effect 
the  whole  Province,  as  an  unlawful,  tumultuous,  and  riotous 
assembly,  for  refusing  to  transgress  the  first  command  of 
Heaven,  the  great  law  of  self-preservation,  Caligula  like, 
he  was  determined  to  sever  its  head  from  all  its  members 
with  one  stroke.  Union,  a  mutual  intercourse  and  interest 
being  inimical  to  tyranny,  and  divisions,  ignorance,  and  dis- 
connected exertions,  the  very  companions  of  her  bosom ; 
hence,  both  the  policy,  and  his  plan  of  separating  Boston, 
that  first  devoted  capital,  the  head  and  heart  of  the  com- 
munity, from  the  rest  of  the  Province;  and  to  treat  her 
meetings  as  properly  a  mob,  and  an  outrage  upon  Govern- 
ment— a  mob  liable  to  have  the  leaden  messengers  of  death 
hurled  among  them,  or  the  bayonet  lifted  to  their  throats  by 
a  licentious  soldiery,  when  innocently  assembled  for  the  dis- 
charge of  some  social  duty. 

What  shall  1  say  of  his  humanity,  his  immaculate  tender- 
ness, when  he  demanded  of and  ....  whether 

they  would  order  the  troops  to  fire  upon  mobs,  if  he  should 
call  upon  them  ?  What  of  his  jirinciples  of  friendship  when 
he  upbraids  his  inmates,  who  were  disposed  to  go  the  greatest 
lengdis,  die  one,  with  want  of  firmness,  for  excusing  himself 
from  the  monstrous  carnage,  for  fear  of  consequences ;  and 
the  other,  with  stupidity,  for  qualifying  his  rancorous  malice, 
by  an  immaterial  distinction  ? 

What  shall  I  say  of  his  tender-hearted  pity,  at  a  time  when 
affliction  and  grief  mantled  on  every  fiice ;  when  the  sorrows 
of  our  country  were  seen  in  blood,  flowing  from  ilie  veins  of 
our  slaughtered  citizens ;  when  the  pavements  in  the  street 
blushed  with  a  crimson  hue,  and  upbraided  the  more  unfeel- 
ing, the  flinty  heart,  of  a  cruel,  inactive  magisti-ate  ;  when,  to 
his  own  townsmen  pleading  in  the  language  of  distress,  clad 
in  the  robes  of  affliction  from  wounds  of  his  own  procuring, 
he  refused  to  remove  the  cause  of  their  wo,  and  to  dry  up 
the  fountain  of  their  tears,  by  suppressing  the  teiror  of  arms ! 
When  the  temples  of  God  seemed  to  mourn,  and  the  very 


dwellings  of  tlie  city  appeared  to  languish,  with  what  seem- 
ing delight  does  he  review  die  tragick  scene,  and  transmit,  in 
delusive  colours,  his  own  merits  in  that  bloody  transaction, 
that  most  execrable  proceeding,  to  his  approving  master? 
A  scene  sufficient  to  have  caused  the  lawless  sword  to  drop 
from  every  humane  hand,  swells  up  his  lungs  to  a  higher 
tone,  for  more  troops,  more  havock,  more  bloodshed. 

The  leaders  and  the  led,  are  likewise  the  objects  of  his 
malignity,  but  esjiecially  the  former ;  riglidy  imagining  that 
he  could  never  entirely  compass  his  ruinous  designs  so  long 
as  they  continued  clasped  to  the  neck  of  their  country,  so 
long  as  diey  remained  on  their  post,  as  watchmen,  vigilantly 
opposing  his  parricidious  attempts.  From  their  blood  he 
exjiected  success.  On  them  he  poured  forth  all  that  rancour 
and  splenetick  fury  that  a  bold  and  manly  opposition  had 
enkindled  in  his  ambitious  breast.  Hence  his  increasing 
clamoui-s  for  laws  that  would  enable  him  to  seize,  expose, 
and  extinguish  those  guides  of  publick  councils,  those  lamps 
of  intelligqnce,  which,  amidst  the  threatening  convulsions, 
have  continued  to  burn  unimpaired  on  the  altar  of  liberty. 
Hence  his  importunate  demands  for  British  laws  to  make  it 
treason  for  any  person  to  deny,  by  word  or  writing,  the  all- 
binding  autiiority  of  Parliament ;  and  if  the  Juries  refused  to 
convict  on  such  statutes,  to  extend  the  Act  of  Henry  VIII. 
for  their  trial  in  Great  Britain ;  that  is,  to  have  them  pinioned, 
dragged  from  their  friends,  trans))orted  like  convicts,  tried 
whliout  evidence,  condemned  undefended,  without  law,  and 
executed  without  mercy.  And  also  to  iiave  persons  taken, 
carried  to  England,  and  punished  at  the  Execution-Block, 
possibly  without  even  the  sham  formality  of  a  mock-trial. ' 
Did  die  head  of  man  ever  project  a  scheme  more  black,  his 
heart  assent  to  measures  more  horrid  against  America,  than 
the  above,  conceived  and  hatched  by  one  of  her  sons? 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a  greater  political  curse,  tlian 
a  magistrate  armed  with  full  authority  to  obstruct,  unchecked, 
the  whole  proceedings  of  the  people.  This  has  been  our 
state  ever  since  the  independency  of  the  Goveniour.  From 
(hat  fatal  period,  under  his  guidance,  the  community  has 
been,  post  baste,  on  the  high-road  to  destruction.  The 
most  audaciously  abandoned,  before  him,  never  dared  so  far 
to  shake  the  pillars  of  die  State,  and  totally  to  demolish  the 
power  of  the  people.  But  in  the  bosom  of  his  domination,, 
as  in  a  grave,  was  buried  every  principle  of  freedom,  and 
in  his  letters,  we  may  literally  read  the  dismal  ruins  of  a  free 
country.  By  what  appellation,  by  what  name,  shall  I  call, 
shall  I  describe  tlie  man  who,  for  a  mercenary  consideration, 
sold  the  authoiity  of  a  whole  Province,  attacked  the  rights 
of  a  whole  Continent,  bartered  away  the  Constitution  of  a 
free  Government,  and  desperately  aimed  at  enslaving  his 
own  countrymen,  in  whose  souls  the  love  of  liberty  is  so 
deep  rooted  as  not  to  be  extinguishable  but  with  life  itself. 

Like  the  liorse-leech,  ever  craving,  not  satisfied  with  the 
reception  of  a  bribe  himself,  he  labours  to  contaminate  all 
with  whom  he  is  concerned  with  the  same  pollution.  Lest 
die  streams  of  impartial  justice  should  continue  to  flow,  even 
according  to  new-fangled  laws,  he  was  determined  to  defile 
the  fountain  by  die  same  royal  influence,  and  to  create  a 
dependance  that  would  entail  the  corniption.  Five  hundred 
sterling  a  year,  says  he,  for  the  Chief  Justice,  and  three  hun- 
dred for  the  Puny  Judges,  are  the  least  sums  proper  for  them 
to  receive  from  the  Crown  to  induce  them  to  continue  in 
their  offices,  and  subserve  Governmental  purposes.  This 
being  established,  it  would  be  of  no  avail  to  impeach  for 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanours,  not  even  by  the  grand  in- 
quest for  the  Province. 

The  extension  of  the  boundaries  of  Canada,  the  arming 
Roman  Caiholicks,  and  calling  the  tawny  Savage  from  the 
wilderness,  to  sc;alp,  murder,  and  desolate  the  English  Colo- 
nies, have  been  justly  complained  of  as  unconstitutional,  bar- 
barous, and  disgraceful.  But  even  diis  is,  at  least  in  part, 
of  an  American  origin ;  the  cession  of  Canada  to  the  Eng- 
lish, says  our  letter-w  riter,  has  had  worse  effects  than  if  it 
had  reiiuiined  in  the  hands  of  the  French  and  Indians ;  plainly 
intimating  that  it  ought  to  be  held  as  a  menacing  rod  over  our 
backs,  to  scourge  for  disobedience,  or  awe  to  submissions. 

Traversing  land  and  sea,  ruin  and  destruction  mark  his 
route  on  both  elements.  He  was  largely  concerned  in  re- 
straining, hampering,  and  finally  banishing  commerce,  navi- 
gation, and  trade,  from  the  coast  of  America.  He  is  express, 
for  the  restraining  trade  in  all  the  Colonies  who  will  not 
acknow  ledije  themselves  under  the  uncontrollable  dominion 
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of  a  third  State,  of  confining  it  to  Great  Britain,  and  of 
excluding  them  from  the  bounty  of  Heaven,  common  to  all 
mortals — catching  the  fishes  of  the  sea  for  their  support  and 
sustenance. 

In  short,  the  demolition  of  the  Charter,  the  abolishing  of 
Juries,  which  were  attempted  by  a  late  importation  of  infa- 
mous laws,  were  planned,  recommended,  and  procured  by 
this  fatal  monster  to  his  country.  It  is  evident  from  his  own 
words :  "  Something  (says  he)  immediately  must  be  done ;  no 
time  is  to  be  lost ;  something,  I  repeat  it,  must  be  done  this 
session,  to  show  the  sense  Parliament  has  of  our  past  con- 
duct." To  Secretary  Pownall,  by  whom  he  was  informed 
that  something  very  decisive  might  be  done  in  Parliament, 
unless  a  favourable  issue  in  the  case  of  Preston  and  the 
soldiers  should  cause  an  alteration  of  projjosed  measures,  he 
writes,  "  I  am  now  anxious  lest  Parliament  should  pass  over 
all  our  affronts,  contempts,  and  insults,  without  notice.  This 
would  be  extremely  dangerous.  In  some  way  or  other,  the 
power  of  Parliament  must  be  evinced.  You  know  I  have 
been  begging,  begging  for  measures  to  support  the  supre- 
macy of  Parliament.  It  will  be  best  that  I  should  not  be 
suspected  by  the  people  of  having  suggested  any  alterations 
in  our  Constitution."  These,  and  similar  expressions,  are  not 
unfrequent  in  his  letters.  His  incessant  prayers  to  a  Minister 
of  State  for  measures  against  the  virtuous,  patriotick  Ame- 
ricans, reminds  me  of  a  stale  story  that  I  once  heard,  with 
which  I  shall  conclude,  respecting  a  very  troublesome  wo- 
man, who  made  application  to  an  unjust  judge  that  neither 
feared  God  nor  regarded  man,  to  avenge  her  of  her  adver- 
saries, who,  by  the  force  of  importunity  and  pressing  solici- 
tations, wearied  him  into  compliance. 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Tuesday,  April  2,  1776. 

The  General  Court  of  this  Colony  appointed  the  follow- 
ing gentlemen  to  be  a  Committee  of  Safety  in  the  recess  of 
the  Court : 

The  Honourable  Meshech  fVeare,  Nathaniel  Fohom, 
Ebeneser  Thomson,  Esquires,  of  the  Council ;  and  Philips 
IVhite,  Josiah  Moulton,  John  Dudley,  Robert  Wilson, 
Stephen  Evans,  Esquires,  and  Captain  Pierce  Long,  of  the 
Assembly ;  who  proceeded  to  business,  and  appointed  the 
Honourable  Meshech  Wears,  Chairman. 

Wednesday,  April  3,  1776. 

Ordered  the  Treasurer  to  pay  Captain  Ebenezer  Dear- 
ing^s  Pay-Roll,  for  one  month's  wages  in  advance,  and 
Blanket  Money  ;  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
Pounds  ten  Shillings,  lawful  money. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  to  Samuel  Cutis, 
Esq.,  Commissary,  six  hundred  Pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be 
by  him  accounted  for. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  deliver  Josiah  Moulton, 
Esq.,  two  pounds  of  the  Colony  Powder  in  his  possession, 
he  paying  therefor  at  the  rate  of  three  Shillings,  lawful 
money,  per  pound. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  to  Captain  John 
Calef,  one  Pound  one  Shilling,  for  the  Mast  used  in  the 
Exeter  Fire-Raft. 

Thursday,  April  4,  1776. 
Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  the  Selectmen  of 
Hampton  five  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  two  Pence, 
for  moving  and  repairing  a  Guard-House. 

Tuesday,  April  9,  1776. 

Pursuant  to  agreement  the  Committee  met  at  Ports- 
mouth. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Lieutenant  Sam- 
uel Atkinson  fourteen  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  eleven 
Pence,  for  the  expense  of  transporting  the  Indians  sent  from 
Exeter,  from  Boscawen  to  Plymouth. 

Wednesday,  April  10,  1776. 

Employed  the  chief  of  the  day  in  viewing  the  Great 
Island,  Piercers  and  Sevey's  Islands. 

Thursday,  April  11,  1776. 

Gave  Josiah  Bartlett,  Esq.,  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for 
four  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings,  for  his  going  twice  to  JVater- 


town  on  publick  business  for  the  Colony  ;  and  also  for  one 
hundred  Pounds  ;  to  be  accounted  for. 

Ordered  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Christopher  Tap- 
pan,  Esq.,  one  hundred  and  ninety  Pounds,  for  eight  Six-- 
pounders,  at  twenty  Pounds,  and  for  two  Six-pounders,  at 
fifteen  Pounds. 

Gave  liberty  to  Captain  William  Pearce  to  fit  a  Vessel 
out  for  the  foreign  West-Indies,  to  be  loaded  with  such  arti- 
cles as  are  not  forbidden  by  any  resolve  of  the  Continental 
Congress ;  among  other  articles,  to  carry  about  seventy  thou- 
sand Boards ;  the  net  proceeds  of  which  is  to  be  laid  out  in 
such  things  as  we  may  direct,  the  Colony  to  receive  the  same 
on  their  arrival,  allowing  the  first  cost,  customary  commis- 
sions, and  freight  home,  the  residue  to  be  laid  out  as  he  may 
think  fit ;  for  all  which  he  is  to  give  bonds. 

Sent  off  an  express  to  Boston  after  Cannon,  &c.,  and 
wrote  several  Letters. 

Gave  James  McCluer  an  order  for  five  Pounds,  for  one 
month's  wages  as  Adjutant  to  Colonel  Gilman. 

Wednesday,  April  24,  1776. 

Met  at  Exeter  according  to  appointment. 

Gave  John  Langdon,  Esq.,  a  Permit  for  the  Brig  Mar- 
quis of  Kildare,  Thomas  Palmer  Master,  to  proceed  to 
Europe  with  her  lading,  &ic. 

Gave  Colonel  Burnam  an  Order  on  the  Treasurer  for 
twelve  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  ten  Pence,  for  his  time  and 
expenses  at  Mcdford,  mustering  the  thirty-one  Companies 
sent  down  there. 

Thursday,  April  25,  1776. 

Gave  Colonel  Samuel  Folsom  an  Order  on  the  Treasurer 
for  twelve  Pounds  five  Shillings,  his  Bill  for  Room,  Fire- 
wood, and  Candles,  for  the  Committee  of  Accounts. 

Gave  Comfort  Sever  and  John  Crane  an  Order  on  the 
Receiver-General  for  seven  Pounds  twelve  Shillings  and 
four  Pence,  lawful  money,  for  the  expenses  of  the  Indians 
on  their  return  to  Canada. 

Gave  the  Selectmen  of  Northampton  an  Order  on  the 
Receiver-General  for  four  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  nine 
Pence,  for  hauling  a  Watch-House  on  Boar's  Head. 

Gave  liberty  to  General  Folsom  to  receive  out  of  the  pub- 
lick  stock  of  Powder,  one  barrel,  for  one  borrowed  of  the 
Town  of  Exeter  and  carried  to  Portsmouth,  last  fall. 

Gave  an  Order  on  the  Receiver-General  to  pay  Captain 
Eliphelet  Daniels's  Vay-KoW,  amounting  to     -    £154  12 

Account  for  Blanketing  Money,     .      .     -     .       38     8 

£193    0 

Which  Roll  was  made  up  to  17th  April  instant. 

Gave  directions  to  the  Selectmen  of  Rochester  to  deliver 
Colonel  Stephen  Evans  a  four-pound  Cannon,  now  in  said 
Town,  to  be  carried  to  Piscataqua  Harbour. 

Friday,  April  86,  1776. 

Received  from  Major  George  Gains  three  thousand 
weight  of  Powder,  which  he  was  directed  to  bring  up  here 
by  the  Assembly,  and  lodge  the  same  in  the  Powder-House. 

Gave  an  Order  on  the  Receiver-General  for  eighty 
Pounds,  lawful  money,  in  favour  of  Quartermaster  Gains. 

Gave  Major  Gains  an  Order  to  proceed  to  Boston  for  the 
Cannon  and  Stores  lent. 

Gave  Samuel  Cutts,  Esq.,  Commissary,  an  Order  on  the 
Treasurer  for  six  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  him  accounted 
for. 


CAPTAIN  TITUS  SALTER  TO    NEW-HAMPSHIRE  COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

Portsmouth,  April  24,  1776. 

Pursuant  to  the  within,  I  have  been  to  Boston,  and  as  to 
the  four  cannon,  have  seen  them.  They  can  be  had  with  the 
balls.  Sic,  belonging  to  diem,  when  sent  for.  As  to  any 
provision  it  cannot  be  had,  neither  could  I  procure  an  Engi- 


neer, or  any  more  cannon. 


Titus  Salter. 


To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of 
Ne  w-Hampshire. 

Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  in  Committee  of  Safety,  > 

April  11,  1776.      S 

Captain  Titus  Salter  : 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  appointed  to  proceed  to 
Boston,  and  there  make  application  to  the  Honourable  Ge- 
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ncral  Ward  for  liberty  to  bring  back  the  cannon,  viz :  two 
thirty-two-poundors,  and  two  six-poundei-s,  double  fortified, 
lent  the  Continental  Army  in  July  last,  as  we  conceive  they 
are  not  wanted  there  now,  and  as  our  lines  at  Portsmouth 
have  not  guns  any  ways  sufficient  for  the  defence  thereof; 
and  to  see  if  any  balls  can  be  procured  for  the  cannon  there. 
Also,  to  inquire  of  General  Ward,  or  the  Commissary-Ge- 
neral, whether  there  is  any  flour  in  store  belonging  to  the 
'Continent,  to  be  sold,  and  at  what  price. 

And  also,  to  endeavour  to  jirocure  some  skilful  Engineer, 
to  come  to  Portsmouth,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  lay  out  the 
lines  of  some  fortifications  there  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  on 
your  return  to  notify  Colonel  Wcare  of  the  time  the  Engi- 
neer will  be  at  Portsmouth ;  and  make  return  of  your  doings 
to  the  Committee. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Portsmouth,  7 
April  II,  1776.      5 

Sir  :  The  bearer,  Captain  Salter,  is  instructed  to  apply 
to  you  for  the  release  of  cannon  lent  by  this  Colony  to  the 
Continental  Army.  And  as  our  situation  is  such  as  makes 
it  necessary  to  have  a  considerable  number  of  cannon 
mounted  at  several  places,  to  make  any  considerable  opposi- 
tion against  an  enemy  attempting  to  destroy  our  capital,  and 
near  a  hundred  heavy  pieces  of  cannon  were  carried  by  the 
King's  ships  from  our  Castle  to  Boston,  inany  of  which  it  is 
probable  are  left  there ;  and  if  it  is  consistent  with  your  in- 
structions from  the  Continental  Congress  to  lend  as  many  as 
you  can  conveniently  spare,  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  Co- 
lony, it  will  at  this  time  be  esteemed  a  great  favour  done  us. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Meshech  Weake,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  Artemas  Ward,  Esq. 


defective,  but  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  get  them  put  in  good 
order  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  we  learn  there  is  a  person 
who  understands  such  business. 


LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE  TO  GENERAL  HOWE. 

Whitehall,  April  35,  1776. 

Sir:  Captain  Emmerich,  who  will  have  the  honour  to 
deliver  this  letter  to  you,  served  several  years  in  the  corps 
of  Hanoverian  Rangers,  and  was  employed  last  war  in  many 
situations  in  which  confidence  and  ability  were  requisite, 
and  acquitted  himself  with  great  credit  and  honour. 

He  is  now  under  the  protection  of  Government  here,  and 
being  desirous  of  employment  in  JSorth- America  I  am  com- 
manded to  recommend  him  to  your  attention ;  and  as  he 
certainly  may  be  very  useful  in  many  situations,  I  am  per- 
suaded you  will  soon  discover  his  merit,  and  employ  him  to 
his  own  and  the  publick  advantage. 

I  am,  &ic.,  George  Gekmaine. 

WILLIAM    HARRISON   TO   THOMAS    SMYTH. 

Head-Quarters,  Blunt's  Warehouse,  7 
April  25,  1776.      5 

Sir:  Mr.  Wright  and  myself,  with  fifty-two  men,  inclu- 
ding drummer  and  fifer,  reached  this  place  yesterday.  We 
came  down  by  water  from  Newtown,  as  far  as  the  upper 
part  of  the  Island,  to  avoid  the  expense  of  a  march. 

We  have  found  here  good  store  of  provisions,  but  no  per- 
son to  give  out  fit  proportions  of  it,  and  we  are  at  a  loss  how 
to  do  it  ourselves,  as  it  is  not  possible  to  get  either  wet  or 
dry  measures.  There  are  certain  necessary  articles  for  the 
soldiers  wanting,  which  are  not  to  be  had  here,  a  list  of 
which  Mr.  Wright  has.  Captain  Veazey  desired  me  to 
write  you  that  he  is  distressed  for  money.  He  was  so  much 
wanting  it  when  I  left  town  diat  he  could  not  supply  me 
with  what  was  absolutely  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  corps.  He  desired  me  to  let  you  know  likewise  that 
he  had  five  hundred  pounds,  Province  money,  in  hand,  sent 
him  by  his  father,  which  he  would  be  glad  to  apply  by  order 
of  the  Council. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  furnish  Mr.  Wright 
with  the  resolves  of  the  last  Convention.  We  could  not 
obtain  a  copy  of  them  in  JSewtown,  and  it  is  very  fit  we 
should  have  them. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Harrison. 

To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Smyth,  Esq. 

P.  S.  We  find  many  of  the  gun-locks,  which  we  have, 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL     OF     SAFETY     TO    THE     PRESIDENT    OF 
CONGRESS. 

[Read  April  29,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Uoldsborough,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Rodney.] 

[No.  129.]  In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,^ 

April  25,  177G. 

Sir:  We  send  you  under  guard  the  person  and  papers 
of  Alexander  Ross.  We  have  examined  him,  and  send  also 
a  cojiy  of  his  examination.  Among  his  papers  we  find 
several  that  relate  to  a  scheme  of  carrying  on  the  lumber 
trade  from  West-Fhrida  to  the  Islands  in  the  West-Indies, 
and  two  letters  of  recommendation,  from  Goveinour  Eden 
and  Lord  Dunmore,  to  the  Governour  of  that  Department. 
These  pajiers  we  consider  as  the  most  material  of  any  we 
could  find,  and  have  put  them  up  in  a  separate  bundle. 

The  persons  he  is  supposed  to  be  a  confederate  with,  you 
have  already  in  your  custody,  we  mean  Smith  and  Connolly, 
and  we  presume  also  their  papers. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Carroll. 

To  the  Honourable  John  HancocJc,  Esq.,  President  of  Con- 
gress, Philadelphia. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    DELEGATES    IN    CON- 
GRESS. 

[No.  130.]  Annapolis,  April  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  send  the  person  of  Alexander  Ross, 
together  with  his  papers,  and  a  copy  of  his  examination, 
under  guard,  to  the  honourable  Congress.  Have  written 
to  the  President  to  that  purpose.  We  find  several  papers 
that  relate  to  a  scheme  of  trade  in  West-Florida,  and  two 
letters  of  recommendation,  one  from  Governour  Eden  and 
the  other  from  I^ord  Dunmore.  These,  we  think,  are  mate- 
rial ;  his  other  papers,  which  we  likewise  send,  we  have 
searched,  and  find  nothing  of  consequence. 

Since  our  last,  nothing  new  has  occurred,  except  the 
exaiTiination  of  Mr.  Purviance  before  our  Board.  He  at  first 
denied  the  anonymous  letter;  afterwards,  on  recollection, 
acknowledged  it  contained  some  of  his  sentiments,  but  coidd 
not  remember  when  he  wrote  them.  He  prevaricated  most 
abominably. 

We  hope  the  time  of  calling  the  Convention  will  meet 
with  your  approbation.  We  apprehended  bad  consequences 
from  delay.  No  messenger  as  yet  returned  from  Philadel- 
phia. You  may  judge  that  we  wish  to  hear  some  favourable 
news  from  you.  Be  it  as  it  may,  we  have  the  satisfaction 
of  diinking  that  we  have  done  our  duty  by  endeavouring 
to  keep  peace  in  the  Province.     We  are,  &ic. 

To  the  Deputies  for  Maryland,  in  Congress. 

P.  S.  We  send  you  a  copy  of  General  Lee's  letter  to 
Samuel  Purviance. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,  April  24,  1776. 

Examination  of  Mr.  Samuel  Purviance,  Jan., Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 

1.  Qitestion.  You  have  a  letter  from  General  Lee,  ad- 
dressed to  you  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  Baltimore  County.     Will  you  produce  it? 

Answer.  It  is  a  doubt  with  me  whether  I  can  produce  it 
in  publick  with  honour.     I  will  show  it  to  you  in  private. 

2.  Question.  Do  you  refuse  to  produce  that  letter  to  us 
in  Council  ? 

Answer.  If  I  do,  I  expect  a  copy  will  not  be  taken. 

3.  Question.  Will  you  produce  it  to  the  Council ;  yea  or 
nay? 

Answer.  Delivers  it.     The  letter  was  read. 

4.  Question.  Who  made  up  the  packet  to  the  Congress 
from  your  Committee  ? 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Lux,  I  believe ;  I  was  not  present  when  it 
was  done. 

5.  Question.  What  letters  were  in  it  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know — Uiere  were  very  few. 

6.  Question.  Was  there  any  odier  packet  sent  to  Con- 
gress ? 
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Answer.  Not  tliat  I  know  of. 

7.  Qiiestion.  Do  you  know  anything  of  an  anonymous 
letter  enclosed  to  Mr.  Hancock  in  the  packet  ? 

Answer.  No. 

8.  (Question.  Do  you  know  of  no  anonymous  letter  or 
paper  sent  to  Philadelphia  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none. 

9.  (Question.  You  know  of  no  anonymous  letter  to  the 
following  purport  ?  (reading  a  recital  of  it.) 

Anstver.  No. 

10.  (Question.  Nothing  in  your  hand-writing  to'  that  pur- 
port? 

Answer.  I  wrote  a  private  letter,  in  my  own  name,  and 
signed  therewith,  to  Mr.  Hancock,  as  a  private  pei'son,  and 
which  1  desired  he  migiit  not  show  to  Congress.  It  was 
principally  relative  to  the  letter  I  received  Irom  General 
Z/ce. ,  I  mentioned  likewise  to  him,  that  three  gentlemen  of 
our  Committee  were  to  wait  on  the  Council  the  next  day 
with  the  despatches  received  from  Virginia ;  that  I  would 
gladly  go  as  one,  but  that  I  had  reason  to  believe  I  did  not 
stand  in  a  favourable  light  with  the  Council,  who,  I  under- 
stood, had  taken  great  oS'ence  at  a  letter  or  order  I  had 
written  to  Captain  Nichohon,  at  the  time  the  Otter  was  in 
our  river.  I  likewise  told  him  my  opinion,  that  I  did  not 
expect,  or  had  doubts  whether  the  Council  would  take  so 
spirited  a  step  as  to  seize  the  Govemour ;  and  the  event 
proves  that  I  was  not  mistaken.  I  believe  I  likewise  men- 
tioned to  him  the  design  of  sending  the  tender  to  Anna- 
polis, to  prevent  the  Governour's  escape,  should  he  attempt 
it ;  a  measure  which  appeared  to  me  strictly  proper,  both 
from  the  tenour  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  letters,  and  Ge- 
neral Lee's  letter  to  me. 

1 1 .  (Question.  You  know  of  nothing  sent  from  you  re- 
specting yourself  as  an  object  against  whom  the  Council  of 
Safety  had  levelled  their  power  ? 

Answer.  I  had  good  reason  to  know  I  was  disliked  by 
the  Council,  but  never  had  any  apprehensions  of  their  power 
against  me. 

12.  Question.  Have  you  ever  represented  yourself  as 
thought  by  the  Council  of  Safety  a  warm,  hot-headed  man  ; 
and  that  your  power  must  be  pulled  down,  or  you  would 
tlirow  things  into  confusion  ? 

Answer.  I  was  well-informed  I  was  considered  in  that 
light  by  your  Council ;  and  I  have  mentioned  it  in  conversa- 
tion to  many  of  my  friends. 

13.  Same  question. 
Makes  no  answer. 

14.  Question.  The  question  was  asked  again,  and  Mr. 
Purviance  desired  to  recollect. 

Answer,  It  is  very  possible  I  may  have  made  such  repre- 
sentations in  letters  written  to  some  of  my  friends,  as  well  as 
in  private  conversation. 

15.  Question.  Were  they  enclosed  in  the  packet  to  Con- 
gress ? 

Anszver.  I  never  wrote  to  the  Congress  upon  any  such 
subject. 

16.  Question.  How  long  has  it  been  since  you  wrote  such 
letters  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say.  I  never  wrote  anything  with  a 
view  to  prejudice  the  Council  of  Safety. 

17.  Question.  Were  they  written  within  a  week  past? 
Answer.  1  believe  not. 

18.  Question.  Do  you  remember  that  you  impressed  Ge- 
neral Lee  with  an  idea  that  the  Council  of  Safety  were  timid 
and  inactive  ? 

Answer.  General  Lee  seemed  as  well  acquainted  with 
the  publick  affairs  in  Maryland  as  I  was ;  and  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  we  conversed  on  many  publick  subjects.  That 
I  ever  took  pains  to  impress  him  with  an  ill  opinion  of  the 
Council,  I  deny. 

19.  Question.  Do  you  know  of  a  single  instance  of  inac- 
tivity in  the  Council  of  Safety,  with  respect  to  Baltimore 
town  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  was  called  here  to  give 
any  opinion  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  to  their  faces ;  but  I 
know  that  I  have  heard  many  complaints,  some  of  them 
perhaps  I  thought  ill-founded.  If  I  think  otherwise  of  any 
other  part  of  them,  I  have  a  right  to  exercise  my  judge- 
ment. 

20.  Question.  Did  we  not  give  you  the  earliest  intelli- 
gence on  the  late  alarm  ? 


Aiuwer.  You  did  everything  in  your  power.  I  have 
passed  many  encomiums  on  you  for  it,  in  private  letters  to 
my  friends. 

21.  Question.  Did  you  not  give  instructions  to  Captain 
Samuel  Smith '! 

Answer.  Yes. 

22.  Question.  Were  they  under  an  oath  of  secrecy  ? 
Answer.  They  were  not. 

23.  Question.  Why  was  not  Captain  Smith  to  consult 
the  Council  of  Safety  when  he  came  to  Annapolis  1 

Answer.  It  was  my  intention  he  should. 

24.  Question.  Were  his  instnictions  to  be  shown  to  the 
Council  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  tell  him  to  show  them,  but  presumed 
when  he  got  to  Annapolis  he  would  be  under  their  direc- 
tions. 

25.  Question.  Was  Captain  Smith  to  consult  the  coin- 
manding  officer,  and  lay  him  under  an  oath  of  secrecy  ? 

Answer.  I  gave  him  no  such  orders ;  I  expected  he  was 
to  take  directions  from  the  Council. 

26.  Question.  Did  you  expect  the  Govemour  was  going 
down  the  Bay  when  you  sent  the  tender? 

Answer.  My  expectation  was  that  the  Govemour  would 
attempt  to  escape,  upon  being  informed  that  his  letters  were 
intercepted  ;  otherwise  I  should  not  have  sent  the  tender.  A 
letter  I  wrote  to  the  deputation  of  the  Committee  will  ex- 
plain my  conduct  on  that  head. 

27.  Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  letter? 
Answer.  I  have  the  letter  itself. 

28.  Question.  Your  instructions  were  that  the  Govemour 
should  be  carried  to  Baltimore  town.  Why  not  delivered 
to  the  Council  of  Safety  ? 

Answer.  I  will  give  you  my  ideas  of  the  matter.  I  con- 
ceived that  at  the  seat  of  Government  he  would  have 
numerous  friends  and  partisans ;  a  clamour  might  be  raised, 
and  a  rescue  attempted.  I  proposed  carrying  him  to  Balti- 
more, and  putting  him  on  board  the  ship-of-war,  where  he 
would  be  treated  like  a  gentleman,  and  there  to  await  the 
directions  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  Congress,  whose 
prisoner  I  deemed  him. 

29.  Question.  Why  were  troops  ordered  from  Baltimore, 
and  Captain  Smith  not  to  consult  the  commanding  officer 
here? 

Ansiuer.  The  Committee  were  well  informed  that  Alexan- 
der Ross  was  come  to  Annapolis,  and  were  afraid  he  would 
alarm  the  Govemour,  who  would  very  probably  attempt  to 
escape  ;  therefore  troops,  or  armed  men,  were  thought  neces- 
sary, should  Captain  .Smith  find  the  Govemour  attempting 
to  escape  before  he  got  to  Annapolis. 

30.  Question.  Were  there  any  marines  on  board  ? 
Answer.  I  believe  there  were  either  sailors  or  marines. 

31.  Question.  You  say  the  troops  were  sent  to  intercept 
the  Govemour,  should  he  have  attempted  to  escape  ? 

Answer.  That  was  my  intention  ;  and  my  letter  to  the 
deputation  from  the  Baltimore  Committee  will  explain  the 
reason  of  sending  the  tender. 

32.  Question.  You  say  you  have  the  letter — produce  it. 
Answer.  Delivered  it.    Explains  the  reason  of  his  sending 

the  boat,  by  referring  to  General  Lee's  letter ;  directed  Cap- 
tain Smith  to  apply  to  the  gentlemen  of  Baltimore,  who,  I 
thought,  would  carry  him  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  to  consult 
upon  the  measure. 

33.  Question.  Why  was  the  Govemour  to  be  carried  to 
Baltimore,  if  taken  at  Colonel  Fitzhugh's  1  Would  not  the 
Committee  of  Calvert  have  taken  care  of  him  ? 

Answer.  I  gave  no  directions  whatever  on  that  subject, 
on  condition  that  Captain  Smith  found  the  Govemour  at- 
tempting to  escape  before  he  got  from  Baltimore  to  Anna- 
polis ;  and  I  had  not  the  least  design  of  anything  save  to 
prevent  the  Governour's  escape. 

34.  Question.  Did  you  not  know  the  Council  of  Safety 
were  sitting  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  expected  they  were. 

35.  Question.  Was  any  other  letter,  than  the  above,  writ- 
ten by  you  to  the  Baltimore  deputation  ? 

Anstver.  Not  a  scrap. 

36.  Question.  Some  gentlemen  were  sent  to  Annapolis  to 
engage  the  commanding  officer  by  oath  to  secrecy.  Do  you 
know  anything  of  this  ? 

Answer.  No.  1  never  entertained  the  most  distant  idea 
of  that  sort.     The  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  and  myself 
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thought  llie  intimation  in  General  Lee's  letter  improper,  and 
were  doubttul  whether  it  was  a  pubhck  or  private  letter. 

37.  (^mslion.  Do  you  know  of  any  such  intimation  con- 
rtained  in  an  anonymous  letter? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  neither  wrote  any  such,  nor  ever 
Sieard  of  any  such. 

38.  Question..  Do  you  know  of  any  letter  to  the  com- 
Tnanding  officer  here  on  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  No.  I  did  not  supjMse  the  commanding  officer 
here  could  execute  such  an  order  while  the  Council  of 
Safety  were  sitting. 

39.  Question.  Was  this  the  reason  that  the  picked  men 
were  sent  ? 

Answer.  No.  The  intention  of  sending  tliem  is  already 
explained. 

40.  Question,  What  time  did  you  receive  the  despatches 
from  Virginia  1 

Anstver.  Sunday  evening. 

41.  Questioii.  What  time  did  you  send  them  to  Con- 
gress? 

Answer.  Four  o'clock  Monday  morning. 

42.  Question.  Why  was  not  the  same  despatch  used 
witii  respect  to  us  ? 

Answer.  We  thought  it  most  respectful  to  appoint  a  de- 
putation to  wait  on  the  Council,  and  the  gentlemen  could 
not  go  till  the  morning. 

43.  Questio7i.  Did  you  know  what  was  contained  in  the 
packet  to  the  Congress  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  packet  for  the  Congress.  There 
were  two  or  three  private  letters ;  and  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Hancock  was  in  General  Lee's  handwriting. 

44.  Question.  In  your  letter  to  the  gentlemen  from  Bal- 
timore, why  was  Captain  Smith  directed  to  go  to  Colonel 
Fitzhugh's  1 

Answer.  I  did  not  order  him  to  go  there.  I  expected 
he  would  have  orders  from  the  Council  to  go  there,  in  case 
the  Govemour  had  escaped  before  Captain  Smith  got  to 
Annapolis. 

45.  Question.  Did  you  give  any  directions  to  Captain 
Nichobon  verbally,  or  in  writing  ? 

Anstoer.  I  had  conversed  with  Captain  Nicholson  on  the 
propriety  of  sending  the  tender ;  he  concurred  with  me, 
and  at  my  desire  ordered  the  tender  to  be  got  ready. 

46.  Question.  Did  you  see  Captain  Nicholson's  instruc- 
tions to  his  Lieutenant  ? 

Answer.  Not  till  after  the  return  of  the  officers  and  ten- 
der to  Baltimore. 

47.  Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  intention  to  seize 
the  Govemour  at  Colonel  Fitzhugh's  1 

Answer.  I  gave  no  such  instructions,  and  know  nothing 
of  any  such,  save  what  is  hinted  in  Captain  Nicholson's 
orders  to  his  Lieutenant. 

48.  Question.  If  seized  at  Colonel  Fitzhugh's,  why  not 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  Calvert  1 

Answer.  I  have  already  informed  you  I  gave  no  such 
orders  to  Captain  Smith. 

49.  Question.  The  instructions  are  dated  on  the  14th, 
and  the  letter  also.     How  account  for  it  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  mistake ;  they  ought  to  have  been  dated 
on  Monday,  the  15th. 

50.  Question.  By  your  letter  to  the  gentlemen  of  Balti- 
more, the  tender  was  to  be  under  their  direction ;  did  you 
expect  they  were  to  mix  with  the  Council  ? 

Answer.  My  letter  to  the  gentlemen  of  Baltimore  will 
show  that  was  not  my  intention.  I  imagined  that  on  so  im- 
portant an  affair  they  would  confer  with  tiiem  on  the  subject. 

51.  Question.  Why  was  Captain  Smith  to  consult  with 
the  gentlemen  of  Baltimore  1 

Answer.  I  referred  him  to  those  gentlemen,  expecting 
they  would  carry  him  to  the  Council,  under  whose  direc- 
tion I  expected  he  would  be  after  his  arrival  at  Annapolis. 

52.  Question.  You  say  you  wrote  to  your  friends  that 
the  Council  behaved  with  spirit  on  the  late  alarm  ? 

Answer.  I  am  certain  I  did  to  several,  and  observed  the 
happy  effects  of  it  in  rousing  the  whole  Province. 

53.  Question — Mr.  Carroll.  The  instructions  were  got 
by  chance  to  my  certain  knowledge. 

Answer.  I  neither  gave  Captain  Smith  directions  to  show 
his  orders,  nor  forbade  him  to  do  it. 

54.  Question.  Did  you  enclose  the  packet  to  Philadel- 
phia in  a  letter  of  yours  ? 


Answer.  No. 

55.  Question.  Why  was  so  much  respect  shown  to  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  and  not  to  the  President  of 
the  Congress  ? 

Ansiver.  A  single  gentleman  was  very  sufficient  to  carry 
a  packet  to  the  Congress,  and  bring  back  their  despatches. 
It  was  thought  probable  the  Council  of  Safety  would  choose 
to  confer  with  the  Members  of  the  Baltimore  Committee  on 
so  interesting  a  subject  as  that  contained  in  the  papers  which 
they  carried ;  and  it  w  as  to  them,  not  the  Council  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  respect  was  intended. 

56.  Question.  Did  you  not  cover  the  letter  from  the  Con- 
gress? 

Answer.  I  did  ;  and  my  reason  was,  that  the  packet  from 
Congress  being  endorsed  with  Mr.  Hancock's  name,  and  the 
pubiick  curiosity  being  at  that  time  great  to  know  what  was 
in  agitation,  I  feared  the  express,  or  some  other  person  who 
might  see  the  packet,  would  be  tempted  by  curiosity  to  open 
it ;  therefore  put  it  under  a  new  cover,  directed  to  the  Coun- 
cil, expecting  it  would  pass  as  an  ordinary  packet  from  the 
Committee.  To  obviate  all  suspicions  of  my  having  open- 
ed it,  which  I  presume  is  implied  in  your  question,  1  could 
have  no  temptation  to  do  so  base  an  action.  The  despatch 
from  Congress  to  our  Committee  informed  us  they  had  sent 
orders  to  the  Council  to  seize  the  person  and  papers  of  Go- 
vemour Eden  and  Mr.  Alexander  Ross. 

56.  The  question  asked  again. 

Answer.  Recollected  he  did. 

Mr.  Furviance  acknowledges  the  instructions  were  given 
by  hin)self,  and  not  by  the  Committee. 

In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,  April  24,  1776. 

The  Examination  of  Mr.  William  Lux,  Deputy  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore 

County. 

Question.  Who  made  up  and  sealed  the  packet  that  was 
sent  to  Congress  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Qtiestion.  Do  you  know  what  letters  were  contained  in 
that  packet? 

Ansiver.  The  letter  of  Lord  George  Germaine  ;  letter,  in 
General  Lee's  hand-writing,  to  John  Hancock ;  and  a  private 
letter  to  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  but  does  not  recol- 
lect who.  The  letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Vir- 
ginia  was  enclosed  in  the  packet  to  the  Baltimore  Commit- 
tee. 

Question.  Was  the  packet  to  John  Hancock  very  large  ? 

Answer.  No ;  small. 

Question.  Did  you  deliver  it  to  the  Messenger  ? 

Answer.  I  delivered  it  to  Mr.  Purviance.  The  letter  direct- 
ed to  the  Council  of  Safety  was  enclosed  to  us  ;  it  had  the  seal 
nearly  torn  off  in  opening  our  letter ;  we  desired  the  gentle- 
men appointed  to  wait  on  you,  to  explain  the  cause  ;  we  went 
to  Mr.  Purviance  at  one  o'clock ;  the  gentleman  who  was 
to  go  messenger  to  Philadelphia,  was  in  bed,  at  Mr.  Purvi- 
ance's,  where  we  left  the  letter,  when  I  received  the  packet. 
I  did  not  open  General  Lee's  letter  to  Mr.  Purviance. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  verbal  or  written  instruc- 
tions given  to  Captain  Nichobon  ? 

Answer.  No.    The  first  I  heard  of  it  was  at  Annapolis. 

Question.  Have  not  the  powers  of  seizing  the  Governour 
been  assumed  by  persons  other  than  the  Council  of  Safety  ? 

Ansiuer.  Not  by  the  Conmiittee  of  Observation  iov  Bal- 
timore County. 

Question.  Have  they  not  been  assumed  generally  ? 

Answer.  They  have. 

Question.  Have  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  any  right 
to  accuse  the  Council  of  Safety  of  timidity,  inactivity,  or 
■  neglect  of  duty  ? 

Answer.  No.  The  Committee  think  your  conduct  meri- 
torious. 

Question.  Had  the  gentlemen  of  the  Baltimore  Commit- 
tee, who  were  delegated  to  wait  on  us,  any  other  commands 
or  instructions  than  the  delivery  of  the  lettei-  to  tlie  Council 
of  Safety  ? 

Answer.  None.  They  thought  the  delegation  the  most 
respectful  mode  of  proceeding. 

Questi/)n.  Why  send  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Virginia  to  us  by  a  delegation,  and  not  Mr.  Hancock's 
letter? 
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Answer.  Tlic  letter  appeared  to  be  defaced,  and  we  sent 
persons  on  that  account. 

(Question.  How  can  you  account  for  the  gentlemen  not 
showing  all  your  instructions  ? 

Answer.  They  had  no  instructions  ;  none  were  thought  of. 

Examination  of  Major  Gist. 

Question.  Some  instructions  handed  to  us  with  your  en- 
dorsement. Be  pleased  to  inform  what  conversation  you 
had,  and  with  whom. 

Answer.  Captain  Isichohon  first  informed  me,  and  he 
told  me  of  Samuel  Purviance's  instructions,  (as  if  from  the 
Committee.) 

Question.  Did  you  consider  the  purport  of  the  instruc- 
tions ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  but  I  did  it  rather  precipitately ;  had  I 
considered  it,  perhaps  I  should  not  have  done  so. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  Captain  Smith  was  to  be 
under  the  directions  of  the  Council  of  Safety  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  a  delegation  of  the  Committee  was 
sent  to  Annapolis.  The  instructions  of  Samuel  Purviance 
were  written  when  I  first  saw  him,  immediately  upon  my 
signing  them. 

Question.  What  convereation  passed  on  Sunday  night  ? 

Answer.  I  was  shown  the  letters  from  the  Secretary  of 
State.  They  were  very  busy  in  making  copies  to  send  to 
Congress.     They  enjoined  me  to  secrecy. 

Question.  Who  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Mr.  Nicholson,  he. 

Question.  Wiiat  time  was  it  when  you  first  saw  Samuel 
Purviance' s  instructions  drawn  up  ? 

Answer.  On  Monday,  about  dinner.  I  did  not  wish  to 
throw  any  reflections  upon  the  Council  by  my  acquiescence. 
I  imagined  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  would  have 
apphed  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  instructions.  Upon 
reflection,  I  am  convinced  the  Committee  had  no  power  to 
issue  such  orders. 

Examination  of  Captain  Smith. 

Question.  Had  you  any  particular  instructions  how  to 
execute  the  orders  from  Mr.  Purviance  1 

Answer.  He  had  some  convei-sation  with  Mr.  Purviance 
about  the  orders,  some  time  before  he  delivered  the  instruc- 
tions. 

Question.  Did  you  apprehend  the  instructions  were  to  be 
shown  to  the  Council  of  Safety  ? 

Answer.  I  did ;  but  as  I  was  not  admitted  in  the  Coun- 
cil, had  not  an  opportunity  of  showing  them.  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds informed  me  that  I  was  to  act  according  to  the  orders 
I  had  received.  I  was  enjoined  to  secrecy,  or  would  have 
shown  my  orders  to  the  Council. 

Question.  Had  you  any  verbal  orders  from  Mr.  Purviance, 
or  from  any  one  else  ? 

Answer.  I  had  not. 

Question.  Did  you  consult  the  deputation  from  Baltimore 
before  you  came  to  the  Council? 

Answer.  He  waited  on  the  deputation  very  early  in  the 
morning ;  they  informed  him  what  the  Council  had  deter- 
mined ;  advised  him  not  to  show  his  instructions  to  the  Coun- 
cil. Produced  a  representation  of  his  conduct,  and  promised 
a  copy  to  the  Council. 

Captain  Smith's  Narrative. 
On  Monday,  the  15th  of  April,  I  was  on  the  field  exer- 
cising the  three  companies  stationed  in  Baltimore,  when  Mr. 
Samiud  Purviance,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  came  out 
to  me,  and  begged  I  would  immediately  attend  the  Com- 
mittee, that  an  affair  of  the  greatest  consequence  demand- 
ed my  attention  ;  that  there  would  be  occasion  for  eight  or 
ten  of  my  men,  under  my  own  command,  to  go  in  Captain 
Nicholson's  tender.  He  then  found  it  necessary  to  inform 
me  of  the  business,  and  enjoined  the  strictest  secrecy.  I 
kept  the  ti-oops  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  longer  on  duty, 
and  discharged  them  all,  except  my  own  company,  out  of 
which  I  chose  ten  good  men  and  a  Sergeant,  and  ordered 
them  to  be  in  readiness  at  half  past  one.  I  waited  at  Mr. 
Purviance's,  (on  the  Committee,  as  1  thought,)  but  found 
only  the  Chairman  there.  He  showed  me  the  different  let- 
ters respecting  the  business  I  was  to  go  on  ;  and  I  agreed 
with  him  that  too  much  despatch  could  not  be  made.  I 
then  went  in  quest  of  Major  Gist,  but  could  not  find  him. 


About  one  o'clock,  Mr.  Samuel  Purviance  passed  by  the 
barracks ;  i  spoke  to,  and  told  him  that  I  was  ready,  and 
waited  but  for  orders ;  he  said  1  should  have  them  imme- 
diately. I  again  went  in  search  of  the  Major,  and  found 
him  at  dinner.  I  told  him  my  men  were  ready.  As  soon  as 
he  had  finished  dining,  he  went  to  Mr.  Purviance's,  where 
I  followed  him  in  about  ten  minutes,  and  found  him  reading 
my  instmctions. 

(Mr.  Purviance  mentioned  that  if  die  Govemour  was  still 
at  Annapolis,  I  should  have  nothing  to  do,  as  he  supposed 
the  Council  of  Safety  would  put  him  under  guard  before  I 
could  get  down.) 

I  received  my  instructions  from  the  Major,  and  with  my 
men  went  immediately  to  tiie  Point,  where  I  went  on 
board  the  Defence's  tender,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Ni- 
cholson. After  taking  proper  stores  from  the  Defence,  we 
proceeded  down,  arrived,  and  came  to  anchor  off  the  har- 
bour oi  Annapolis,  at  about  three  o'clock,  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing. At  daybreak  I  went  ashore,  and  delivered  a  letter  to 
Messrs.  John  Smith,  Benjamin  Nicholson,  and  John  Sterrit. 
They  told  me  what  had  passed  between  them  and  the  ho- 
nourable Council.  I  asked  them  whether  I  might  not  in- 
form the  Council  of  my  business.  Tliey  said  the  Council 
had  enjoined  the  strictest  secrecy,  and  advised  me  not  to 
mention  it  till  I  had  their  (the  Council's)  leave. 

(I  showed  them  my  orders.  They  advised  me  not  to  show 
them  to  any  person,  as  it  was  their  opinion  they  were  in  some 
degree  improper.  They  said  they  were  to  wait  on  Major 
Jenifer  after  breakfast,  and  would  let  me  know  when  they 
returned  how  I  was  to  act.  On  their  return  to  the  Coffee- 
House,  they  told  me  he  highly  approved  of  the  tender's 
being  sent  down  ;  and  that  they  were  to  meet  the  CouncS 
at  one  o'clock,  who  would  give  me  orders.) 

About  eleven  o'clock,  I  observed  the  Governour's  boat 
hove  out,  and  cleaning.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  it 
immediately  known  to  the  honourable  Council,  and  accord- 
ingly waited  on  them,  and  was  refused  admittance.  I  with 
difficulty  persuaded  the  doorkeeper  to  ask  Mr.  B.  Nichol- 
son (who  was  with  them)  to  come  out.  After  half  an  hour's 
attendance,  he  came.  I  told  him  what  I  had  seen,  and 
begged  he  would  tell  the  Council  that  I  waited  their  orders 
whether  to  remain  with  the  tender,  or  return  home.  They 
answered  by  Mr.  Nicholson,  that  they  desired  me  to  remain 
with  the  boat,  and  act  according  to  the  orders  I  had  received, 
or  words  to  that  amount.  A  short  time  after  sunset  I  went 
on  board.  The  Midshipman  who  came  on  shore  for  me 
pointed  at  a  schooner  lying  off  the  Governour's  wharf,  which 
he  said  had  come  out,  and  on  seeing  the  tender's  boat  rowing 
towards  her,  put  back  immediately,  and  came  to  where  she 
then  lay.  On  my  return  to  Annapolis  next  morning,' {Wed- 
nesday,) we  knew  her  to  be  Mr.  Sprigg's.  About  eleven 
she  hove  up,  and  attempted  going  out,  but  was  brought  to 
by  the  tender.  About  twelve,  the  Governour's  boat  also  got 
under  way,  and  the  tender  brought  her  to.  I  saw  what  was 
done,  and  thought  it  my  duty  to  go  on  board.  I  searched 
the  last-mentioned  boat  narrowly,  and  found  porter  and 
claret,  which  made  me  suspect  his  Excellency  intended 
makihg  his  escape.  I  put  a  guard  on  board,  with  some  of 
the  Defence's  people,  and  am  sorry  to  say  that  two  botUes  of 
porter  and  some  of  claret  were  drunk  by  them.  Mr.  Sprigg 
came  off  to  us,  and  seemed  much  surprised  that  we  should 
dare  to  stop  his  boat ;  and  asked  what  orders  we  had.  I 
thought  his  question  impertinent,  and  answered  it  as  it  de- 
served— with  silence.  I  went  ashore  with  him,  he  grumbling 
all  the  time.  Secretary  Smith  was  on  the  wharf.  He  asked 
Mr.  Sprigg  what  was  the  matter,  that  by  order  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  his  schooner  was  stopped.  Mr.  Smith  imme- 
diately replied,  that  he  could  assure  him  that  the  Council  of 
Safety  had  given  no  such  ordei-s.  I  said  it  was  sufficient  I 
had  my  ordei-s  for  what  was  done.  I  then  went  to  dinner, 
and  there  understood,  by  verbal  orders  from  Mr.  DuvaU,  that 
the  affair  was  settled,  and  I  might  return  home.  Mr.  Sprigg 
came  in,  and  I  promised  to  send  his  boat  up  to  An7iapolis 
according  to  his  desire.  1  went  down  to  the  wharf  with 
intention  to  goon  board,  where  I  met  Lieutenant  AtcAo&on, 
with  a  pass  from  the  Govemour  for  his  mulatto  to  pass  un- 
molested in  Chesapeake-Bay.  We  thought  proper  to  deli- 
ver it  to  some  member  of  the  honourable  Council ;  and  seeing 
Mr.  Carroll  talking  with  IMr.  Sprigg,  we  went  up  to  him, 
and  Lieutenant  Nieholson  delivered  it.  Mr.  .Sp-ig§-  com- 
plained of  ill  treatment.    Lieutenant  Nicholson  told  him  he 
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only  did  what  he  had  a  right  to  do.  He  replied,  he  sup- 
posed that  he  (Lieutenant  Nichohon)  might  think  he  was 
right.  1  answered,  that  he  not  only  thought  so,  hut  was  so. 
Mr.  Carroll  said  that  tlie  Council  had  given  no  such  orders. 
Both  Lieutenant  Nichohon  and  myself  assured  him  that  we 
had  orders ;  and  on  being  asked  to  show  them,  we  did  so, 
and  promised  to  leave  copies  of  them ;  which  we  did,  with 
Mr.  DuvctU.  About  two  o'clock  we  went  on  board,  and 
returned  to  Baltimore  town. 

N.  B.  The  paragraphs  marked  (  )  I  recollected  since  I, 
Samuel  Smith,  wrote  the  narrative  delivered  to  the  honour- 
able Council.  I  wrote  it  in  a  great  hurry,  or  I  might  then 
have  remembered  many  other  circumstances  relative  to  this 
aflair. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    JOHN    HANSON. 
[No.  131.]  Annapolis,  April  25,  1776. 

Sir:  We  received,  yesterday,  your  favour  of  the  15th 
instant,  and  have  sent  you,  by  Robert  Owings,  eighty-six 
pounds  four  shillings  and  six  pence,  currency,  agreeable  to 
your  request.  Thi*  Committee  has  our  permission  to  use 
any  part  of  the  publick  powder  in  their  possession,  when- 
ever they  think  it  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Province. 

We  are,  he. 
To  John  Hanson',  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Frederick  County,  Middle  District. 


MARYLAND    DELEfiATKS    TO    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 
Il  Philadelphia,  April  25,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  this  day,  about  twelve  o'clock,  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  the  22d,  by  the  return  of  our  express. 
No  further  proceeding  in  Congress  on  Mr.  Eden's  affair. 
King  came  in  on  Sunday,  about  three  o'clock,  and  is  but 
just  now  discharged :  we  think  proper  to  mention  it,  that 
you  may  not  think  him  blameable.  If  Mr.  Rogers  is  able, 
we  wish  his  attendance  here,  that  as  many  of  us  as  might 
be,  should  be  at  the  Convention.  We  do  not  think  that  the 
Province  ought  to  be  left  unrepresented  here. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Matthew  Tilghman, 
Tho»*as  Johnson,  Jun., 
T.  Stone. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  April  25,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  delivered  in  charge  to  Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr. 
Cox  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  service  of  the 
Army  in  Canada,  and  have  directed  them,  by  order  of  Con- 
gress, to  deliver  the  same  to  you ;  and  am  to  request  you 
will  please  to  order  it  to  be  sent  to  General  Schuyler,  at 
Albany,  under  the  care  of  an  officer  and  some  of  the  troops 
destined  for  Canada,  to  be  delivered  to  General  Schuyler. 

Your  favours  of  tlie  22d  and  23d  instant,  1  last  night  re- 
ceived by  Major  Palfrey,  and  are  now  under  the  considera- 
tion of  a  Committee. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Hanson  and  Mr.  Cox  to 

your  notice;  and  am,  with  esteem,  sir,  your  very  humble 

servant,  „      . , 

John  Hancock,  rresident. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

The  three  hundred  diousand  dollars  are  packed  in  three 
boxes. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia,  April  25,  1776. 

Sir:  I  have  now  time  only  to  inform  you  that,  by  order 
of  Congress,  I  transmit,  by  this  opportunity,  three  hundred 
thousand  dollare  for  the  supply  and  pay  of  the  Continental 
Army  in  Canada ;  which  1  hope  will  get  safe  to  you. 

I  shall  write  you  fully  in  a  few  days ;  and  am,  sir,  your 

very  humble  servant,  -,  u  t>      •  i    ^ 

'  '  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler,  Albany. 

The  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  packed  in  three 
boxes. 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  .\pril  29,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Kutledge,  Mr. 
Goldsburough,  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  liodncy.] 

New-York,  April  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received,  by  last  evening's  post,  a  letter  from  Joshua 
TVentworth,  Esq.,  of  Portsmouth,  who  I  had  appointed  agent 
for  our  little  fleet  in  that  Province.  It  is  dated  the  1.5lh  in- 
stant, an  extract  from  which  I  have  the  honour  of  transcri- 
bing for  your  perusal : 

"The  3d  instant,  Commodore  Manly  brought  in  the  Bii- 
gantine  Elizabeth,  one  of  the  third  division  which  sailed  from 
Nantasket,  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  English  goods,  and  a 
few  hogsheads  of  rum  and  sugar,  owned  by  a  Mr.  Jackson, 
who  was  passenger,  part  freighter,  and  a  very  Tory :  sup- 
pose the  cargo  worth  twenty  thousand  pounds  sterling. 

"Those  goods  are  die  greater  part  owned  by  the  late  in- 
habitants of  Boston,  and  by  some  that  were  inhabitants 
when  the  troops  left  it ;  the  residue  by  this  Mr.  Jackson,  and 
others  of  die  same  cast. 

"  The  com|ilicate  state  of  diis  prize  required  my  immediate 
setting  off  for  Boston,  (expecting  I  might  find  some  directions 
for  my  government  there ;)  when  I  waited  on  General  Ward, 
who  was  obliging  enough  to  give  me  his  opinion,  (but  not 
able  to  direct,  having  received  no  instructions  to  the  point,) 
that  the  vessel  and  cargo  must  be  libelled,  and  a  dividend 
to  the  captors  would  follow,  of  all  such  goods  as  might  be 
legally  claimed  by  the  friends  to  America ;  and  those  that 
were  the  property  of  persons  inimical,  might  be  decreed 
forfeited. 

"Upon  further  inquiry  I  w'as  informed  a  resolve  passed 
in  Congress  that  all  vessels  and  goods  retaken  previous  to 
a  condemnation  by  a  British  Court  of  Admiralty,  were  lia- 
ble to  a  partial  decree  (by  every  Colony  Judge)  to  the  cap- 
tors not  more  than  one-third  nor  less  than  one-fourth.  The 
present  prize  falls  under  this  resolve ;  and  any  other  that  may 
be  property  of  our  internal  enemies,  liable  to  a  full  confisca- 
tion, may  be  necessary  for  my  government ;  therefore  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  by  your  full  direction  of  this  capture,  and 
a  copy  of  the  Continental  resolves  thereon. 

"This  brigantine  is  owned  by  a  Mr.  Richard  Hart,  of 
this  town,  taken  on  her  return  from  the  West-Indies  last 
October,  and  carried  into  Boston,  not  condemned.  The 
ixim  on  board  are  seventeen  hogsheads,  and  four  of  sugar, 
not  removed  out  of  her  from  the  time  of  capture ;  the  other 
cargo  was  in  general  stolen,  by  virtue  of  General  Howe's 
Proclamation,  (which  undoubtedly  you  have  seen,)  appoint- 
ing one  Crean  Brush  Superintendent,  who,  by  the  way,  was 
taken  in  the  prize,  and  is  now  confined  in  the  Massachusetts 
Colony,  with  Mr.  Jackson  and  sundry  others,  by  order  of  the 
General  Court,  to  whom  General  Ward  delivered  them. 
Tiiere  were  a  sergeant  and  twelve  privates,  of  the  Fourth 
or  King's  own  Regiment,  taken  prisoners  on  board,  with  the 
others,  making  sixty-three  souls,  among  whom  are  four  ne- 
groes, (two  men  and  two  women,)  which  I  have  confined 
in  Jail  here,  concluding  they  may  be  esteemed  a  part  of 
the  prize. 

"  There  appeared,  from  the  pillage  of  this  cargo  by  many 
of  the  passengers,  the  property  was  in  him  who  could  secrete 
the  most ;  for  when  examining  the  chests  and  bedding  of 
the  prisoners,  I  found  great  quantities  of  goods  that  they  had 
collected  while  on  board,  which  were  taken  out  of  ware- 
houses without  packing,  and  hove  promiscuously  on  board 
the  vessel ;  even  the  sailors  had  provided  for  their  disposal 
at  pleasure.  In  fact,  the  destroction  of  property  under 
cover  of  General  Howe's  Proclamation,  is  unparalleled.  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  be  critical  in  examining  for  cash, 
which  rendered  it  necessary  to  insist  on  a  close  scrutiny, 
and  found  about  one  hundred  pounds  steriing,  viz :  thirty- 
six  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  seven  pence  on  Mr.  Jack- 
son, and  sixty -two  pounds  sixteen  shillings  on  a  Mr.  Keigh- 
ley ;  likewise  one  hundred  and  fifty -nine  pounds  one  shilling 
and  nine  pence,  of  Mr.  Jackson's,  in  five  sets  of  exchange, 
which  I  now  have  in  possession,  considering  that  a  man  so 
inimical  to  his  country  ought  to  be  dispossessed  of  any  in- 
terest whereby  he  could  be  benefited :  added  to  which,  they 
are  Navy-bills,  except  sixty  pounds,  the  draft  of  Govemour 
IVentworth.  On  this  point  should  be  obliged  by  your  opinion 
and  direction. 

"  1  am  now  discharging  the  cargo,  as  it  is  in  a  perishing 
situation  ;  and  when  selected,  and  the  regular  course  pureued 
through  the  Admiralty,  I  shall  advertise,  agreeable  to  his 
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Excellency's  instructions  to  General  Ward,  who  was  obli- 
ging enough  to  give  me  an  abstract. 

"The  General  Court  of  this  Province,  finding  a  difficulty 
in  making  a  code  of  laws  for  the  Admiralty  Court,  did  not 
complete  that  institution  their  last  session,  when  they  ad- 
journed to  June;  which  lapse  of  time  will  not  admit' my 
facilitating  the  disposal  of  the  prizes  under  my  care  so 
early  as  I  could  wish  for  the  safety  of  part  of  the  interest 
of  the  Susannahs  cargo,  viz :  the  porter,  which  I  fear  may  be 
spoiled  by  laying  so  long,  (it  not  having  equal  body  to  that 
commonly  imported  for  sale;)  which  induces  me  to  desire 
your  direction  for  a  disposal  of  that  article,  either  at  private 
or  publick  sale." 

That,  sir,  is  an  exact  copy  of  part  of  Mr.  Wentworth's 
letter  to  Mr.  Moylan.  I  now  request  you  will  please  to 
direct  me  in  what  manner  I  shall  instruct  the  Agent  respect- 
ing this  complicated  cargo,  and  whether  he  may  be  em- 
powered to  dispose  of  the  porter,  or  any  other  articles,  on 
board  the  prizes  in  his  care,  which  the  delay  of  establishing 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  may  make  liable  to  perish. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  that  there  has  been  any  trial  of  the 
prizes  carried  into  Massachusetts-Bay.  This  procrastination 
is  attended  with  very  bad  consequences.  Some  of  the  vessels 
I  had  fitted  out  are  now  laid  up,  the  crews  being  dissatisfied 
that  they  cannot  get  their  prize-money.  I  have  tired  the 
Congress  upon  this  subject,  but  the  importance  of  it  makes 
me  again  mention,  that  if  a  summary  way  of  proceeding  is 
not  resolved  on,  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  our  vessels 
manned. 

I  must  also  mention  to  you,  sir,  that  Captain  Manly  and 
his  crew  are  desirous  to  know  when  they  may  expect  their 
part  of  the  value  of  the  ordnance  stores  taken  last  fall :  they 
are  anxious  to  know  what  the  amount  may  be.  As  the  in- 
ventory of  that  cargo  is  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  I  would 
humbly  submit  it  to  them  whether  a  valuation  thereof  should 
not  be  made,  and  the  captors'  dividend  be  remitted  them  as 
soon  as  possible :  it  will  give  them  spirit,  and  encourage  them 
to  be  alert  in  looking  out  for  other  prizes. 

Several  officers  belonging  to  the  regiments  raised  in  these 
middle  Colonies  inform  me  that  their  men  (notwithstanding 
their  agreement)  begin  to  murmur  at  the  distinction  of  pay 
made  between  them  and  the  regiments  from  the  eastward. 
I  would  be  glad  that  the  Congress  would  attend  to  this  in 
time,  lest  it  may  get  to  such  a  pitch  as  will  make  it  difficult 
to  suppress.  They  argue,  that  they  perform  the  same  duty, 
undergo  the  same  fatigue,  and  receive  five  dollars,  when  the 
Eastern  regiments  receive  six  and  two-thirds  dollars,  per 
month.  For  my  own  part,  I  wish  they  were  all  upon  the 
same  footing;  for  if  the  British  Army  will  not  face  this 
way,  it  will  be  necessary  to  detach  a  great  part  of  our 
troops.  In  that  case,  1  would,  for  many  reasons,  be  sorry 
there  should  be  any  distinctions  of  regiments  that  are  all  in 
the  pay  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  deficiency  of  arms  (in  the  New-York  Regiments 
especially)  is  very  great.  If  I  am  rightly  informed,  there 
are  scarce  as  many  in  Colonel  Ritzeiria's  Regiment  as  will 
arm  one  company.  Can  the  Congress  remedy  this  evil  ? 
If  they  can,  there  should  not  a  moment  be  lost  in  effecting 
it,  as  our  strength  at  present  is,  in  reality,  on  paper  only. 
Should  we  think  of  discharging  those  men  who  are  without 
arms,  the  remedy  would  be  worse  than  the  disease ;  for  by 
vigorous  exertions,  I  hope  arms  may  be  procured,  and  I  well 
know  that  the  raising  men  is  exceeding  difficult,  especially  to 
be  engaged  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  which  is  the 
footing  on  which  Colonel  Ritzema's  Regiment  is  engaged. 

April  26(!A. — I  had  written  thus  far  before  I  was  honoured 
with  your  favour  of  the  S.'Jd  instant.  In  obedience  to  the 
order  therein  contained,  I  have  directed  six  regiments  more 
for  Cknada,  which  will  embark  as  soon  as  vessels  and  other 
necessaries,  can  be  provided.  These  regiments  will  be  com- 
manded by  General  Sullivan.  I  shall  give  him  instructions 
to  join  the  forces  in  that  country  under  General  Thomas, 
as  soon  as  possible. 

With  respect  to  sending  more  troops  to  that  country,  I  am 
really  at  a  loss  what  to  advise,  as  it  is  impossible,  at  present, 
to  know  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  Should  they  send  the 
whole  force  under  General  Howe  up  the  River  St.  Lawrence 
to  relieve  Quebeck  and  recover  Canada,  the  troops  gone,  and 
now  going,  will  be  insufficient  to  stop  their  progress ;  and 
should  they  think  proper  to  send  that,  or  an  equal  force,  this 
way,  from  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  possessing  this 


city, and  securing  the  navigation  o( Hudson's  River,  tlie  troops 
left  here  will  not  be  sufficient  to  opjMDse  tiiem ;  and  yet,  ibr 
anything  we  know,  I  think  it  not  improbable  they  may  at- 
tempt both,  both  being  of  the  greatest  importance  to  them, 
if  they  have  men.  I  could  w  ish,  indeed,  that  the  Army  in 
Canada  should  be  more  ijowerfiiily  reinforced,  at  the  same 
time  I  am  conscious  that  the  trusting  this  important  post 
(^whicli  is  now  become  the  grand  magazine  of  America)  to 
tm;  handful  of  men  remaining  here,  is  running  too  great  a 
i-isk.  The  securing  this  post,  and  Hudson's  River,  is  to  us 
also  of  so  great  importance,  that  I  cannot,  at  present,  advise 
the  sending  any  more  troops  from  hence ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  General  Officers  now  here,  whom  I  thougiit  it  my  duty 
to  consult,  think  it  absolutely  necessary  to  increase  the  Army 
at  this  place  with  at  least  ten  thousand  men,  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  from  this  place  only  the  Army 
in  Canada  must  draw  its  supplies  of  ammunition,  provisions, 
and  most  probably  of  men  ;  that  all  reinforcements  can  be 
sent  from  hence  much  easier  than  from  any  other  place. 

By  the  enclosed  return,  you  will  see  the  state  of  the  Army 
here,  and  that  the  number  of  effective  men  is  far  short  of 
what  the  Congress  must  have  expected. 

I  have  found  it  necessary  to  order  Colonel  Dayton's  Regi- 
ment, from  New-Jersey,  to  march,  as  one  of  tlie  six,  to  Ca- 
nada ;  wh'erefore  I  must  recommend  it  to  Congress  to  order 
tvyo  companies  of  one  of  the  regiments  still  in  Pennsylva- 
nia to  march  to  Cape-May,  which  can  be  done  much  sooner ; 
for  had  this  destination  of  that  regiment  not  taken  place,  it 
would  have  been  very  inconvenient  to  have  detached  two 
companies  fiom  it  to  that  place,  as  the  march  would  (accord- 
ing to  Lord  Stirling's  and  other  accounts)  have  been  at  least 
two  hundred  miles  from  Amboy,  and  they  must  have  passed 
within  twenty  miles  of  Philadelphia,  there  being  no  practi- 
cable road  along  the  sea-coast  of  New-Jersey  for  their  bag- 
gage to  have  passed. 

Doctor  Potts,  who  is  the  bearer  hereof,  was,  I  understand, 
appointed  Director  of  the  Hospital  for  these  Middle  Colo- 
nies ;  but  the  Army  being  removed,  with  the  General  Hos- 
pital, from  the  eastward,  does,  in  course,  supersede  him. 
He  is  inclined  to  go  to  Canada,  where  he  may  be  very 
useful,  if  a  person  is  not  already  appointed  for  that  de- 
partment. I  would  humbly  beg  leave  to  ask  the  Congress, 
whether,  in  all  these  appointments,  it  would  not  be  best  to 
have  but  one  chief,  to  whom  all  the  others  should  be  subor- 
dinate. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  p,  „, 

George   Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  com- 
manded by  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq., 
General  and  Commander-in-  Chief. 
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Wanting  to  complele:  14  Sergeants,  21  Drums  and  Fifes,  and  296G 

Priva'es. 
Since  la-l  Return:   07  inlisted,  9  dead,   10  discharged,  and   /6  de- 

seittd.  •  /-,  I 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 

Head-auarters,  at  New  York,  April  23,  1776. 


GENERAL  ORDERS. 
Head-Quarters,  New-York,  April  23,  1776. 

(rarolc,  Burkt )  (Countersign,  Bam  ) 

Hitchcock's  and  Varnum's  Regiments  to  be  ready  to  be 
mustered  on  Friday  morning  next.  They  will  be  under 
arms  at  eleven  in  the  forenoon,  upon  the  Common,  near  the 
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Park  of  Artillery,  where  the  Commissary-General  of  Mus- 
ters will  attend. 


Head-Quarters,  New- York,  April  24,  1776. 

(Parole,  SaviU)  (Countersif^n  Thanr.'.  ) 

Tlie  Regiments  are  ordered  to  be  brigaded  as  follows : 

First  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Heath :  Learned's,  Prescott's,  Read's,  Bailey's,  and  Bald- 
tein's. 

Second  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Spencer:  Parsons' s,  Arnold's,  Huntington's,  Ward's, 
and  IVyUys's. 

Third  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Sullivan :  Hand's,  Dixon's,  Read's,  Stark's,  and  Webb's. 

Fourth  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Greene :  Vamum's,  Little's,  Hitchcock's,  Wayne's,  and 
Irvine's. 

Fifth  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
the  Earl  of  Stirling :  Ritzema's,  Dayton's,  McDougaWs, 
and  Winds's. 

A  clean,  well-dressed  Orderly  Sergeant,  from  each  Bri- 
gade, to  attend  in  the  General's  Guard-room,  near  Head- 
Quarters,  from  six  in  the  morning  until  they  are  dismissed 
in  the  evening.  They  are  to  bring  their  provisions  with 
them,  and  to  be  relieved  every  morning. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Artillery  is  immediately 
to  examine  and  report  the  quantity  of  case  and  grape-shot 
in  store,  and  see  that  a  sufficiency  of  each  is  immediately 
provided. 

The  Riflemen,  in  Colonel  Irvine's  Regiment,  have  liberty 
to  fire  their  rifles  to-morrow,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
at  such  place  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hartley  shall  appoint. 
This  is  mentioned,  as  no  person  is  to  presume  to  fire  with- 
out leave. 

Felix  Micklehenny,  Corporal,  James  Milliken,  Corporal, 
John  McGee,  John  McBride,  George  Conner,  Privates,  be- 
longing to  the  Sixth  Battalion  of  Pennsylvania  Troops,  tried 
at  a  late  General  Court -Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Baldwin 
was  President,  for  "  mutiny  and  disobedience  of  orders :" 
The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the  pi-isonere,  Corporal  Mil- 
liken  and  John  McBride,  are  not  guilty ;  but  that  the  pri- 
soners Corporal  Micklehen7iy,  John  McGee,  and  George 
Conner,  are  guilty  of  the  charge  against  them ;  and  do  there- 
fore sentence  Corporal  Micklehenny  to  be  reduced  to  a  Pri- 
vate ;  and  that  John  McGee  be  confined  four  days,  and 
George  Conner  seven  days,  both  on  bread  and  water. 

The  General  approves  the  sentence  of  the  above  Court- 
Martial,  upon  Corporal  Micklehenny,  John  McGee,  and 
George  Conner,  and  orders  it  to  take  place  immediately. 


Head-Quarters,  New-York,  April  25,  1776. 

(Parole,  Johnstons.)  (Countersign,  Luttrell.) 

Complaints  having  been  made  to  the  General,  of  injuries 
done  to  the  farmers,  in  their  crops  and  fields,  by  the  sol- 
diers passing  over  and  trampling  upon  the  young  growth,  in 
a  wanton  and  disorderly  manner,  he  expressly  orders  the 
officers  commanding,  either  upon  duty  or  in  quarters,  in  the 
country,  to  take  especial  care  to  put  a  stop  to  such  prac- 
tices, and  endeavour  to  convince  their  men  that  we  come  to 
protect,  not  to  injure  the  property  of  any  man. 

The  Quartermaster-General,  assisted  by  Colonel  Putnam, 
Chief  Engineer,  the  Quartermaster,  Quartermaster-Sergeant, 
and  two  men  from  each  Regiment,  of  the  First,  Second, 
Fourth,  and  Fifth  Brigades,  to  assemble  at  sun-rise,  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  the  Redoubt  upon  Bayard's  Hill,  to  mark 
out  the  encampment  for  the  four  Brigades  above-mentioned. 
The  Quartemiaster-General  will  report  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  when  he  has  fulfilled  this  order. 

The  encampment  of  the  Third  Brigade  to  be  marked  out 
in  like  manner,  upon  Long-Island,  on  Saturday  morning. 
The  Chief  Engineers,  with  the  Quartermasters,  &.C.,  from 
each  Regiment,  to  assist  the  Quartermaster-General  in  that 
service. 

As  soon  as  the  General  has  approved  of  the  encampments 
marked  out,  the  troops  will  be  ordered  to  encamp.  Until 
then,  they  are  all  to  remain  in  their  present  quarters. 

James  Gray,  of  Captain  MighiU's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Baldwin's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial, 
whereof  Colonel  Baldwin  was  President,  for  "  desertion :" 
The  Court,  finding  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the  charge,  do  sen- 


tence him  to  be  whipped,  thirty-nine  lashes,  upon  his  bare 
back. 

Joseph  Leveriit,  of  Captain  Wheeler's  Company,  in  Colo- 
nel Nixon's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  General  Court- 
Martial  for  "  absenting  himself  from  his  Guard  without  per- 
mission, and  being  intoxicated  with  liquor,"  is  found  guilty 
by  the  Court,  and  sentenced  to  receive  twenty-five  lashes 
upon  his  bare  back. 

Joseph  Smith,  of  Captain  Winship's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Nixon's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above  General  Court-Mar- 
tial, for  "quitting  his  post  when  on  sentry,"  is  acquitted  by 
the  Court. 

The  General  approves  of  the  foregoing  sentences,  and 
orders  them  to  be  put  in  execution  to-morrow  morning,  at 
Guard-mounting. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  April  26,  1776. 
(Parole,  Abington.)  (Countersign,  Hartley.) 

GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    JOSIAH    QUINCY. 

New-York,  April  25,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  7th  instant,  coming  duly 
to  hand,  I  thank  you  for  the  intelligence  therein  contained. 
It  gives  me  pain  to  find,  from  your  account,  that  matters  are 
taking  a  wrong  bias  in  the  politicks  of  your  Government. 
I  left  five  regiments  (upon  an  average  as  strong  as  any  in 
the  service)  to  erect  such  works,  and  in  such  places  as  should 
be  deemed  most  conducive  to  the  defence  of  the  harbour.  I 
did  (as  it  was  a  Government  concern)  leave  the  works  which 
should  be  constnicted  for  the  defence  of  the  harbour,  to  the 
adoption  of  the  General  Court,  under  the  auspices  of  Colonel 
Gridley,  whom  I  have  been  taught  to  view  as  one  of  the 
greatest  Engineers  of  the  age.  If  things  have  gone  wrong, 
I  can  only  express  my  concern,  and  lament  that  time,  at  so 
important  a  juncture,  should  be  wasted,  and  the  best  mode 
for  the  defence  of  the  harbour  neglected 

My  extreme  hurry  will  only  allow  me,  in  addition  to  what 

I  have  said,  to  thank  you  most  cordially  for  your  friendly 

wishes,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  great  truth  and 

sincerity,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  obliged,  humble 

servant,  „  ^., 

Oeorge  Washington. 

To  Josiah  Qui7icy,  Braintree. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    ADMIRAL    HOPKINS. 

New-York,  April  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  the  14th  instant,  giving  information  of 
the  sailing,  from  this  harbour,  of  the  Phenix,  Savage,  and 
Nautilus,  men-of-war,  which  1  apprehended  were  designed  to 
join  Wallace,  in  order  to  block  up  the  fleet  under  your  com- 
mand. The  latter  part  1  since  find  to  be  groundless,  as 
they  have  returned  ;  and  I  find  that  they  make  a  practice 
of  stretching  off  from  and  soon  returning  to  this  port.  This 
convinces  me  that  they  are  in  expectation  of  a  fleet,  and  I 
am  preparing  for  their  reception. 

I  expected  to  have  met  here  a  force  much  superior  to 
what  I  have  found  it.  I  was  obliged  to  lessen  it,  by  detach- 
ing four  of  our  strongest  battalions  to  Canada,  which  lays 
me  under  the  necessity  of  requesting  you  to  despatch  to  this 
place,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  two  iiundred  men  lent  you 
from  this  Army,  that  they  may  join  their  respective  corps, 
which  are  much  weakened  by  their  absence. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Admiral  Hopkins. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  two  resolves  of  Congress, 
respecting  the  cannon,  stores,  &c. 


ROBERT    H.  HARRISON    TO    MAJOR   FRAZER. 

New- York,  April  25,1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  and  to  inform 
you  that  an  allowance  of  salvage  is  a  matter  altogether  in 
the  power  of  Congress. 

In  respect  to  your  coming  here,  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
your  late  department,  his  Excellency  not  only  permits,  but 
desires  it,  as  highly  necessary. 

As  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Gray,  or  any  other  person, 
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to  succeed  you,  it  is  a  matter  entirely  with  General  Ward. 
His  Excellency  desires  and  empowers  him  to  make  appoint- 
ments of  such  as  he  tiiought  would  answer  the  publick 
good. 

I  am,  sir,  &.C.,  &ic.  Robert  H.  Harrison. 

To  Major  John  G.  Frazer,  Assistant  Deputy  Quartermas- 
ter-General. 


TO    BRIGADIER-GENERAL    SULLIVAN. 

We,  the  subscribers.  Colonels  of  the  Regiments  in  your 
Honour's  Brigade,  beg  liberty  to  show,  that  the  love  of  free- 
dom, founded  upon  rational  principles,  and  an  abhorrence 
of  the  measures  of  Administration  in  Great  Britain  tending 
to  involve  these  Colonies  in  the  worst  of  slavery,  were  our 
principal  motives  for  engaging  in  the  present  service.  We 
wish  to  answer  the  end  for  which  we  were  appointed. 

We  are  fully  persuaded  that  nothing  can  be  more  pleasing 
to  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  more  condu- 
cive to  a  successful  campaign,  than  due  subordination,  and 
an  exact  discipline  in  the  Army ;  but  these  cannot  exist 
where  rank  is  unequally  supported.  We  humbly  conceive 
that  the  provision  made  for  the  support  of  Field-Officers  is 
very  inadequate  to  that  of  any  other.  The  rations  are  no- 
minally generous ;  and  was  the  allowance  in  money  equal 
to  the  real  prices  we  are  obliged  to  pay  for  the  articles  of 
living,  we  could  not  complain  on  that  head  ;  but,  in  truth,  the 
whole  amount  of  ration-money  will  not  defray  the  expenses 
of  horse-keeping.  The  wages  added  to  the  rations,  will  not 
support  us  with  decency ;  yet  we  have  families  at  home, 
whom  humanity  and  the  sacred  mandates  of  Heaven  excite 
us  to  regard,  and  whom  we  cannot  involve  in  ruin  and 
misery.  It  is  true  we  can  march  with  packs,  in  common 
with  private  soldiere  ;  we  can  lodge  upon  the  ground  in  our 
blankets,  and  furnish  a  table,  spread  under  the  open  canopy, 
with  meat,  bread,  and  water  ;  in  short,  we  must  divest  our- 
selves of  the  character  of  gentlemen,  and  dishonour  the 
rank  we  sustain.  Frugality,  founded  upon  a  prudent  eco- 
nomy, is  eligible  in  all  Governments  ;  but  frugahty,  the  basis 
whereof  is  p;u^imony,  will  ever  defeat  the  very  designs  of 
Government. 

We  are  wilhng,  in  common  with  our  countrymen,  to  share 
the  burdens  of  war ;  but  we  cannot  investigate  the  reason 
why  we  should  be  greater  sufferers  than  others,  unless  it  is 
because  we  are  continually  exposed  to  hardships,  fatigue, 
and  danger. 

We  labour  under  several  disadvantages;  which  are,  our 
being  obliged  to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  articles  of 
clothing,  when  the  risk  of  deaths,  desertions,  &c.,  may  in- 
volve us  in  debts,  (without  receiving  any  consideration  but 
the  trouble  of  business  that  does  not  belong  to  our  Depart- 
ment,) which  will  render  us  bankrupts  to  the  Continent, 
unless  we  can  receive  some  kind  of  indemnity.  Upon  the 
whole,  we  are  not  desirous  of  reaping  any  particular  advan- 
tages from  the  distressed  situation  of  our  injured  country ;  we 
expect  to  feel  a  part  in  all  its  calamities ;  but  are  anxious  to 
be  considered  as  officers,  supporting  the  character  of  gentle- 
men. 

Should  our  complaints  appear  real,  we  doubt  not  but  your 
Honour's  wisdom,  prudence,  and  justice,  will  excite  you  to 
make  such  representations  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  as 
will  obtain  redress. 

We  are,  sir,  in  due  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

'  John  Stark,  Colonel. 

John  Nixon,  Colonel. 
Charles  Webb,  Colonel. 
James  Reed,  Colonel. 

New- York,  April  25,  1776. 


TO  brigadier-general  spencer. 

We,  the  subscribei-s.  Colonels  of  the  Regiments  in  your 
Honour's  Brigade,  beg  liberty  to  show,  that  the  love  of  free- 
dom, founded  upon  rational  principles,  and  an  abhorrence 
of  the  measures  of  Administration  in  Great  Britain  tending 
to  involve  these  Colonics  in  the  worst  of  slavery,  were  our 
principal  motives  for  engaging  in  the  present  service.  We 
wish  to  answer  the  end  for  which  we  were  appointed. 

We  are  fully  persuaded  that  nothing  can  be  more  pleas- 
intr  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  more 


conducive  to  a  successful  campaign,  than  due  subordination 
and  an  exact  discipline  in  the  Army ;  but  these  cannot  exist 
where  rank  is  unequally  supported.  We  humbly  conceive 
that  the  provision  made  for  the  siq)port  of  Field-Officers  is 
very  inadequate  to  that  of  any  other.  The  rations  are  no- 
minally generous ;  and  was  the  allowance  in  money  equal 
to  the  real  prices  we  are  obliged  to  pay  for  the  articles  of 
living,  we  could  not  complain  on  that  head  ;  but,  in  truth,  the 
whole  amount  of  ration-money  will  not  defray  tlie  expenses 
of  horse-keeping.  The  wages  added  to  the  rations,  will  not 
support  us  with  decency ;  yet  we  have  families  at  home, 
whom  humanity  and  the  sacred  mandates  of  Heaven  excite 
us  to  regard,  and  whom  we  cannot  involve  in  ruin  and  mi- 
sery. It  is  true,  we  can  march  with  packs,  in  common  with 
private  soldiers ;  we  can  lodge  upon  the  ground  in  our  blan- 
kets, and  furnish  a  table  spread  under  the  open  canopy,  with 
meat,  bread,  and  water ;  in  short,  we  must  divest  ourselves 
of  the  character  of  gentlemen,  and  dishonour  the  rank  we 
sustain.  Frugality,  founded  upon  a  prudent  economy,  is 
eligible  in  all  Govemnients  ;  but  frugality,  the  basis  whereof 
is  parsimony,  will  ever  defeat  the  very  designs  of  Govern- 
ment. 

We  are  willing,  in  common  with  our  countrymen,  to  share 
the  burdens  of  war ;  but  we  cannot  investigate  the  reason 
why  we  should  be  greater  sufferers  than  others,  unless  it  is 
because  we  are  continually  exposed  to  fatigue,  hardships,  and 
danger. 

We  labour  under  several  disadvantages  ;  which  are,  our 
being  obliged  to  the  Quartermaster-General  for  articles  of 
clothing,  when  the  risk  of  deaths,  desertions,  Uc,  may  in- 
volve us  in  debts,  and  being  obliged  to  become  Paymasters 
to  our  Regiments,  (without  receiving  any  consideration  but 
the  trouble  of  business  that  does  not  belong  to  our  Depart- 
ment,) which  will  render  us  bankrupts  to  the  Continent, 
unless  we  can  receive  some  kind  of  indemnity.  Upon  the 
whole,  we  are  not  desirous  of  reaping  any  particular  advan- 
tages from  the  distressed  situation  of  our  injured  country  ;  we 
expect  to  feel  a  part  in  all  its  calamities  ;  but  are  anxious  to 
be  considered  as  officers,  supporting  the  character  of  gentle- 
men. 

Should  our  complaints  appear  real,  we  doubt  not  but  your 
Honour's  wisdom,  prudence,  and  justice,  will  excite  you  to 
make  such  representations  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  as 
will  obtain  redress. 

We  are,  sir,  in  due  respect,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servants,  „  „  „ 

tsAMUEL  H.  Parsons, 

Jonathan  Ward, 
J.  Huntington. 
New- York,  April  35, 1776. 


NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  \ 
April  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  polite  sensibility  with  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  treat  our  attention  to  your  requisition  of  the  I7th 
instant,  affords  us  singular  pleasure. 

Convinced  with  you  that  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
things  will  go  well  under  a  harmonious  co-operation  of  the 
civil  and  military  powers,  permit  us  once  more,  sir,  to  as- 
sure you  of  our  most  vigorous  exertions  in  seconding  your 
efforts  in  the  common  cause. 

We  wish  it  were  in  our  power  imm'ediately  to  infonn  you 
in  what  time  a  body  of  two  thousand  or  two  thousand  five 
hundred  Militia  might  be  collected  from  this  Colony,  for 
actual  service  on  a  sudden  emergency.  Although  we  do 
not  at  present  foresee  that  emergency,  it  may,  nevertheless, 
happen.  It  is,  therefore,  our  indispensable  duty  to  be  provi- 
ded with  a  plan  for  calling  them  in  with  the  utmost  despatch, 
well  equipped,  and  without  disorder ;  and  this  we  are  fully 
convinced  cannot  be  eflected  without  a  preconcerted  plan. 
To  this  end,  we  would  request  an  explanation,  whether  you 
would  wish  the  proposed  aid  should  exclude  or  include  the 
Militia  of  this  city  ?  As  soon,  sir,  as  we  are  favoured  with 
an  explanation  on  this  head,  we  shall  lose  no  time  in  forming 
an  arrangement  for  so  important  a  service.  We  flatter  our- 
selves, however,  that  in  either  case  the  required  number  will, 
upon  such  steps  as  we  shall  take,  be  ready  at  a  very  short 
warning ;  and  lest  necessity  should  require  the  aid  in  any 
small  interval  of  adjournment  of  this  Committee,  we  shall 
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take  care  to  have  our  place  supplied  by  a  sub-Committee  to 
comply  with  the  ap|)lic'ation.s  of  the  Commandor-in-Chief, 
whenever  the  exigency  of  aflaii-s  siiall  require  it. 

Give  us  leave,  sir,  to  express  our  approbation  of  the 
'plan  you  pi-o]xise  for  establishing  good  look-outs.  And  as 
)ou  \('ry  properly  judge  it  best  tiiat  they  be  made  out  of 
the  Continental  forces,  we  can  only  assure  you  that,  upon 
notice  of  the  approach  of  danger,  or  on  any  other  necessity 
for  the  assistance  of  the  JMilitia,  all  the  succours  in  our 
power  to  command  shall  be  most  cheerfully  and  speedily 
contributed. 

VVe  shall  consider  of  a  necessary  signal  on  such  occa- 
sions; which  may,  perhaps,  be  best  settled  when  we  know 
that  w  hich,  besides  expresses,  is  to  convey  intelligence  to 
llie  Connnander-in-Chief  from  the  look-outs  you  propose  to 
establish.  The  whole  plan  would,  perhaps,  be  best  fomied 
in  concert  w  ith  Nciv-Jcrseij,  the  vicinity  of  which  will  afford 
this  city  as  speedy  succour  as  the  nearest  Counties  in  this 
CJoiony.  On  this  head  we  are  ready,  sir,  if  you  should 
think  it  necessary,  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  meet  you  for 
settling  the  arrangement ;  especially  as  we  cannot  suffi- 
ciently thank  you  for  the  confidence  you  are  jjleased  to 
place  in  us ;  we  cannot  think  of  taking  so  momentous  a 
matter  entirely  upon  ourselves. 

We  heartily  wish  it  were  in  our  power  to  inform  you  of 
the  present  state  of  the  Aeiv-  York  Continental  troops.  The 
number  of  troops  to  be  raised  by  us,  and  destined  by  Con- 
gress for  the  protection  and  defence  of  this  Colony,  is  four 
battalions.  Besides  these,  there  is  one  battalion  for  the 
Camtda  service,  directed  to  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Van 
Schaick,  an  inhabitant  of  the  northern  part  of  this  Colony. 
This  regiment  was  naturally  to  be  recruited  in  that  quarter. 
For  this  reason  the  moneys  sent  to  us  for  that  purpose,  by 
Congress,  we  immediately  sent  to  General  Schuyler,  who 
has  the  forming  of  that  battalion  solely  under  his  direction. 

With  respect  to  the  four  battalions,  Congress  has  thought 
proper  to  put  them  under  our  immediate  direction,  saving  in 
the  appointment  of  Field-Officers,  the  right  of  appointino- 
out  of  our  recommendation.  The  Field-Officers  are  all  ap- 
pointed, and  a  list  of  them  is  subjoined.  We  have  issued 
warrants  to  all  the  officers  under  that  degree.  We  have 
taken  the  necessary  steps  for  filling  up  the  battalions,  and  for 
enforcing  a  return  of  their  present  state,  with  which  we  will 
furnish  you  as  soon  as  we  are  possessed  of  them.  The  list 
of  those  under  the  degree  of  F'ield-Officers  is  so  mutable  in 
its  nature  that  it  would  answer  no  purpose  to  trouble  you 
with  it  now.  Their  warrants  are  all  conditional  in  their 
nature.  If  any  of  them  are  negligent,  or  unfortunate,  in 
recruiting,  they  must  give  way  to  new  appointments  ;  for 
we  are  determined  to  fill  the  four  battalions  with  the  utmost 
expedition,  and  for  this  purpose  we  have  ordered  returns. 
When  the  arrangement  is  settled  it  shall  be  laid  before  you. 

You  cannot,  sir,  feel  more  sensibly  than  we  do,  at  the 
prospect  of  a  deficiency  of  arms,  at  a  crisis  when  we  are 
compelled  by  Great  Britain  to  the  last  appeal,  in  which  we 
must,  without  arms,  necessarily  prove  unequal  combatants. 
We  should,  therefore,  esteem  ourselves  deaf  to  the  most 
alanning  call,  should  \\e  not  exert  our  every  power  to  pro- 
cure tliem. 

When  the  affair  of  Lexington  proclaimed  the  war,  this 
Colony  was  extremely  destitute  of  arms.  Our  brethren  of 
New-England,  who  were  fii-st  called  on  for  the  defence  of 
American  liberty,  had"  purchased  many  arms  from  our  inha- 
bitants. Our  Colony  troops  were  supplied  last  year  with 
arms  at  our  Provincial  expense  ;  most  of  these  still  remain 
in  the  Canada  service.  These  considerations,  together  with 
our  ine(T(2ctual  attempts  to  obtain  foreign  supplies,  increase 
the  difficulty  of  arming  our  battalions.  We  are  not,  how- 
ever, without  hopes  of  succeeding.  We  have  made  several 
contracts  already  w  ith  the  manufacturers.  We  have  pub- 
lished encouragement  for  people  in  that  branch ;  we  shall 
continue  to  make  as  many  contracts  for  the  purpose  as  we 
shall  from  time  to  time  have  in  our  power.  We  have  also 
directed  the  Committees  in  the  several  Counties  to  purchase 
arms.  The  number  already  furnished  by  our  Commissary 
is  three  hundred  and  eleven  ;  he  has  still  on  hand  a  few. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  many  of  our  troops  will  come 
provided ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  we  hope  we  shall  not  be 
ycty  deficient  in  so  material  an  article.  Colonel  Ritzema 
is  authorized  to  send  an  officer  into  the  different  Counties 
wherein  his  officers  have  recmited,  for  the  purpose  of  collect- 


ing from  the  Committees  the  arms  that  have  been  taken  from 
the  disaffected  inhabitants.  And  as  we  have  given  repeated 
and  pressing  orders  to  the  Connnittees  to  execute  the  Conti- 
nental resolve  for  disarming  Tories,  we  hope  for  some  supply 
from  that  source. 

Your  information  concerning  the  arms  at  Kingston  is  well 
founded  ;  and  we  shall  immediately  order  them  either  to  this 
city,  or  to  be  applied  for  arming  the  troops  raising  in  that 
quarter.  We  assure  you,  sir,  we  shall  not  fail  to  furnish  you 
with  the  returns  of  men  and  arms  as  often  as  we  shall  be 
able  to  procure  them. 

Wo  would  beg  leave,  sir,  to  inform  you  that,  since  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  our  situation  and  tiie  publick 
exigencies  have  obliged  us  to  submit  to  the  burden  of  a 
great  variety  of  departments,  not  ])iT)perly  within  tlie  sphere 
of  a  Provincial  Congress — such  as  Paymaster,  Conmiissary, 
&.C.,  for  the  Continental  service ;  in  the  course  of  w  liich  we 
have  received  and  issued  large  sums  of  Continental  money  ; 
and  though  our  accounts  are  neariy  ready  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress, they  are  so  excessively  voluminous  that  it  will  require 
some  weeks  to  complete  them.  However,  though  the  ba- 
lance is  not  struck,  we  are  sure  it  must  be  considerably  in 
'  our  favour.  In  the  mean  time,  sir,  we  should  think  oui-selves 
inexcusable  were  we  not  to  inform  you  that  we  have  not 
one  farthing  of  Continental  money  in  our  hands;  and  that 
the  publick  service  under  our  care  is  now  suffering  for  the 
want  of  an  immediate  supply.  We  shall,  without  delay, 
apply  to  Congress  ;  but  we  cannot  have  the  necessary  relief 
from  that  quarter  so  soon  as  the  despatch  of  business  requires 
it.  We  are,  tiierefore,  constrained  to  request  of  you  the  ad- 
vancement of  six  thousand  pounds,  of  which,  if  you  please, 
you  may  estimate  the  subjoined  advancements  to  the  differ- 
ent commanding  officei-s  as  a  part,  and  for  which  we  are 
ready  to  give  you  a  receipt ;  or  if  you  think  it  best  to  ad- 
vance the  whole  sum  to  us,  we  will  debit  the  Congress  with 
the  moneys  advanced  to  those  gentlemen. 

We  are,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  your 
most  obedient  servants, 

By  order:  Pierre  Van  Cohtlandt,  Chairman. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Account  of  Moneys  advanced  to  the  Commanders  of  the 
Continental  Troops  at  New-York,  by  the  Provincial 
Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of 
New- York,  viz: 

1116,  February  10,  to  General  Lee,     -  -  £400  0  0 

February  28,  to  General  Lee,     -  -  1,000  0  0 

March  26,  to  General  Thompson,  -  120  0  0 

^pn7  1 ,  to  General  Hea^/j,   -     -  -  810  4  5  J 

£2,330  4  .5J 


List  of  Companies  recruiting  in  the  Counties  of  Albany, 
Tryon,  and  Charlotte,  and  placed  to  the  Fourth,  or 
Colonel  WvNKOop's  Regiment,  viz  : 

Captain  Cornelius  Van  Santvoordt,  eighty-nine  men,  at 
Albany. 

Captain  Samuel  Van  Veghten,  forty-seven  men,  inclu- 
ding Officers. 

Captain  John  H.  Wendel,  forty-nine  men,  including  Offi- 
cers. 

Captain  Gerrit  S.  Veeder,  thirty-eight  men. 

Captain  Herman  Vosburgh,  seventy  men,  including  Offi- 
cers. 

Twp  Companies  in  Tryon  County,  recruiting ;  no  return. 

One  Company  in  Charlotte  County,  recruiting ;  no  return. 

The  following  Companies  are  placed  to  the  Second,  or  Colo- 
nel Clinton's  Regiment,  viz  : 
Captain  Grifjin,  complete;  on  duty  in  Suffolk,  by  order 

of  General  Heath. 
Captain  Rosekrans,  seventy-seven  men  ;  at  the  fortifica- 
tions in  the  Highlands. 
Captain  Davis,  complete ;  on  duty  in  Suffolk  County. 
Captain  Jackson,  complete;  at  the  fortifications. 
Captain  Belknap,  complete ;  at  the  fortifications. 
Captain  Sivartwout,  fifty  men ;  at  the  fortifications. 
Captain  Childs,  no  return  made  ;  Dutchess  County. 
Captain  Roe,  neariy  full ;  Suffolk  County. 
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To  the  Honourable  Provhicial  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety,  now  sitting  in  the  City  of  Nkvv-Youk. 

I,  John  McDonald,  Miner,  who  was  appointed  by  your 
Honours,  with  the  most  punctual  instructions  relative  to 
lead-mines,  obeyed,  in  compliance  with  the  request  con- 
tained in  said  instructions,  and  proceeded,  with  all  conve- 
nient despatch,  to  the  Little  Nine  Partners,  where  I  care- 
fully applied  myself  in  working  and  examining  for  lead  and 
copper,  in  order  to  bring  the  just  account  of  the  state  and 
quality  of  the  same,  which  is  as  specified  in  the  following 
manner:  Jonathan  London,  Esq.,  conducted  me  to  a  lime- 
stone hill,  where,  at  random,  I  took  the  dimensions  from  the 
northeast  and  southwest  fallings  of  the  ground,  being  one 
mile  in  length,  in  breadth  half  a  mile,  and  in  height  about 
forty  rods.  There  I  found  said  mines,  the  veins  of  ore  in 
which  appear  running  tlie  breadth  of  the  mountain,  (lying 
west  and  east,)  in  ledges  of  limestone  mixed  with  white 
flint,  where,  some  years  ago,  a  company  of  adventurers  had 
sunk  several  shafts  or  pits  in  pui-suit  of  lead  and  copper,  as 
1  am  acquainted  of;  and  that  amongst  their  trials  are  two 
principal  pits,  one  of  which  is  thirty  feet  deep,  and  the 
other  tifty  feet  deep,  where  they  found  the  best  discoveries, 
of  about  seven  inches  diameter  lead  ore,  of  a  continued 
vein  ;  but  the  aforesaid  company  was  under  the  necessity  of 
dropping  their  proceedings  of  working  the  pits  deeper  on 
account  of  the  water  rising,  anent  which  I  am  fully  informed 
by  Mr.  Harris.  The  disappointments  of  the  water  might 
easily  be  prevented,  by  driving  levels  from  its  proper  advan- 
tageous situation  to  these  discoveries ;  which  would  under- 
mine and  carry  oft'  the  water  by  a  level.  Both  pits  are 
now  full  of  stones,  water,  rubbish,  and  tunber ;  which  tim- 
ber, being  the  support  from  the  beginning,  got  damaged  by 
the  overload,  which  occasioned  it  to  fall  over.  Mr.  Harris 
engaged  to  make  discovery  of  lead  ore :  therefore  the  said 
Mr.  London  and  1  made  applications  to  one  Mr.  Fish,  (in 
whose  property  Mr.  Harris  had  made  a  promising  discovery 
of  lead,)  for  leave  to  break  and  search  the  ground,  which 
he  would  not  grant,  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself.  So 
that  Mr.  Harris's  chief  discovery  was  not  explored  by  me. 
My  sincere  advice,  from  the  skill  and  knowledge  found  in 
mining  concerning  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  first,  is,  to 
clear  and  repair  the  two  shafts  or  pits,  on  purpose  to  find  out 
the  certainty  or  tmth  of  Mr.  Harris's  information,  in  con- 
junction with  the  rest  of  the  proprietors ;  and  if  the  discove- 
ries be  found  agreeable  to  information,  the  undertaking  com- 
pany must  advise  their  miners  to  prosecute  the  same  in  all 
its  proper  branches  of  working  it  regularly,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  sufficient  inspector  appointed  to  see  each 
trial  properly  and  well  executed  conformable  to  the  mining 
regulations,  so  as  not  to  be  affronted  in  his  undertaking.  I 
am  certain  that  the  bounds  wherein  the  veins  do  frequently 
lie  of  continuation  are  well  situated,  and  likely  to  yield  lead 
ore ;  therefore  the  schemes  to  work  it  properly  may  be  put 
in  execution  without  the  least  mistakes  by  any  person  who 
was  qualified  or  bred  in  mining.  I  made  discovery  of  both 
lead  and  copper  in  several  places,  but  found  small  veins, 
which  were  very  good  of  its  quantity.  I  inspected  other 
mines  in  Marbhioivn,  of  Vhter  County,  but  found  nothing 
worthy  of  reporting  ;  but  received  intelligence  of  good  mines 
which  were  wrought  about  forty  years  a<Jo,  beino-  of  lar^e 
bodies  of  ore,  as  I  am  informed  by  gentlemen  of  distinction. 
They  are  to  write  to  your  Honours  of  all  the  particulars  con- 
cerning several  mines.  Mr.  Smith  Lower  had  not  proper 
inforn)ations  to  conduct  me  any  where,  but  was  to  write 
to  his  CJommittee.  It  would  be  proper  to  open  and  re- 
pair several  shafts  or  pits  formerly  sunk  at  the  Little  Nine 
Partners. 

All  which  is  concluded,  after  diis  is  most  humbly  submit- 
ted by  your  Honours'  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  McDonald,  Miner. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  New-  York. 


GARRET    AEEEL    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

About  two  years  ago  I  went  up  the  Lakes,  at  the  head  of 
the  Susfjuehannah,  where  my  father  has  land.  At  the  house 
of  one  Smith,  who  lives  on  one  of  the  lots,  I  was  informed 
by  him  that  on  one  of  the  other  lots  near  the  Lake  were  two 
hills  of  native  sulphur ;  that  a  creek  ran  through  the  hills, 
whose  bottom  was  sulphur ;  that  he  had  brought  some  of  it 


to  his  house  and  run  it  in  a  cake  in  a  shovel ;  that  by  the 
flame  and  smell,  he  knew  it  to  be  sulphur.  When  I  got  to 
Albany  I  asked  John  R.  Bkecker  about  it,  as  he  had  sur- 
veyed and  laid  out  the  lots.  He  confirmed  it,  and  said  that 
the  creek  was  distinguished  in  the  map  by  the  Sulphur 
Creek.  It  is  about  fourteen  miles  from  the  Mohawk  River,. 
and  it  may  with  little  trouble  be  also  carried  down  the  Sus- 
fjuehannah by  water  as  far  as  Harris's  Feny,  and,  after  a 
little  land  carriage,  to  Philadelphia. 

Garret  Abeei.. 


Serious  Questions,  addressed  to  the  Congress,  and  all  other 
Legislative  bodies  in  America. 

1.  Do  not  the  tyrants  of  Europe  think  they  have  a  right 
to  dispose  of  their  subjects  in  the  same  manner  diat  a  farmer 
in  this  country  disposes  of  his  live-stock  ? 

2.  Have  not  the  inhabitants  of  Poland  been  divided 
between  Austria,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  without  their  con- 
sent ? 

3.  Did  not  the  Court  of  iS);a»n  lately  exchange  St.  Do- 
mingo for  Louisiana ;  and  were  not  many  of  the  French 
subjects  in  the  latter  country  imprisoned  and  put  to  death 
for  refusing  to  submit  to  the  Spanish  Government? 

4.  Did  not  the  Genoese  sell  Corsica  to  the  Court  of 
France ;  and  has  not  France  (after  many  unsuccessful  at- 
tempts to  conquer  that  Island)  since  disposed  of  it  to  the 
King  of  Sardinia  1 

5.  Do  not  all  parties  agree  that  the  Court  o(  Britain  will 
soon  find  that  it  is  impossible  to  subdue  or  govern  America 
by  force? 

6.  Will  not  mistaken  notions  of  dignity,  revenge,  and  a 
despotism  rendered  furious  by  disappointment,  lead  the  said 
Court  to  adopt  the  partition  spirit  of  the  times,  and  to 
divide  the  American  Colonies  with  the  other  Powers  of 
Europe  1 

7.  Is  it  not  probable  that  Russia,  in  refusing  the  twenty 
thousand  men  she  had  promised  the  King  of  Britain,  is 
waiting  only  for  an  offer  of  a  share  of  the  dominion  of  the 
Colonies  after  they  are  subdued  ? 

8.  Has  not  Mr.  Rigby  (one  of  the  abandoned  junto  of 
St.  James's)  declared  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  Cana- 
da was  a  dead  weight  upon  the  Empire  ? 

9.  Have  not  the  Ministry  (despairing  of  the  reduction  of 
the  Colonies)  employed  Dean  Tucker  to  prove  that  the  in- 
dependence of  the  Colonies  would  be  an  immense  advan- 
tage to  Great  Britain  ? 

10.  Suppose  France  should  grow  weary  in  listening  to 
our  whining  cries  after  our  mother  country,  and,  instead  of 
striking  a  blow  to  draw  off"  the  British  Armies  and  Fleets 
from  our  coasts,  should  accept  of  Canada  as  a  condition  of 
neutrality,  and  upon  condition  of  her  conquering  it  ? 

11.  Suppose  the  Southern  Colonies  should  be  offered  to 
Sjyain,  on  condition  of  her  neutrality,  or  assistance  in  the 
reduction  of  them  ? 

12.  Suppose  the  campaign  of  1777  should  open  with 
Russian,  French,  British,  and  Spanish  Annies,  on  our  coasts, 
what  would  be  our  situation  ? 

13.  Is  there  any  time  in  which  a  nation  or  people  can 
form  alliances,  or  declare  themselves  free,  to  greater  ad- 
vantage than  when  their  affairs  are  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition ? 

14.  Should  the  American  Colonies  neglect  the  present 
critical  moment  of  asserting  and  securing  their  freedom,  is  it 
not  probable  that  a  few  months  will  put  it  out  of  their  power 
of  doing  it  forever  ? 

15.  What  must  we  think  of  those  men  who  use  their  in- 
fluence in  Assemblies,  and  in  the  Congress,  to  obtain  Colony 
instructions  to  prevent  the  Delegates  from  assenting  to  the 
only  possible  measure  that  can  save  the  Colonics  from  ruin  ? 

16.  Will  not  all  the  blood  that  shall  be  shed  in  America, 
after  the  next  six  months,  lie  at  their  door? 

17.  Are  not  all  instructions  to  oppose  measures  leading 
to  Independence  big  with  as  much  folly  as  mischief? 

18.  Does  not  every  measure  of  the  Congress,  except 
submission,  lead  directly  or  inilirectly  to  Independence  ? 

19.  Considering  that  we  are  now  totally  independent  of 
Great  Britain  in  every  act  of  Government,  will  not  the  in- 
structions of  our  Asseuibiies  convey  to  the  Court  o(  Britain 
and  the  other  European  Courts,  ideas  of  the  basest  hypocrisy 
in  the  Colonies  ? 
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20.  If  it  should  be  discovered  next  fall  that  a  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  this  spring  would  have  tenninated 
the  war,  or  removed  it  from  our  borders,  what  will  be  the 
feelings  of  those  men  who  oppose  it  by  Provincial  Instruc- 
tions ? 

21.  Will  their  factious  zeal  then  be  called  patriotism,  or 
•will  their  avarice,  ambition,  and  servility,  then  be  characte- 
irized  by  the  Courtly  phrases  of  timidity,  or  weak  nerves  ? 

22.  Does  not  the  fate  of  the  fugiti\'e  or  deserted  Tories  in 
lioston  and  A'cw-  York  furnish  a  useful  lesson  to  all  rulers 
not  to  oppose  the  tide  of  [)opular  pre:judices,  and  to  rely  no 
more  upon  the  protection  of  British  Anns  ? 

23.  Considering  the  perfidy  and  obstinacy  of  the  King, 
is  not  a  Declaration  of  Independence  of  the  Crown  as  just 
a  measure  now,  as  a  Declaration  of  an  Independence  upon 
the  Parliament  was  some  years  ago  ? 

24.  Is  it  not  now  equally  necessary  to  our  security  and 
happiness  ? 

25.  Will  it  not  be  just,  therefore,  hereafter  to  confound 
the  folly  and  fate  of  those  who  oppose  tlie  former,  with  those 
who  have  opposed  the  latter  ? 

New-York,  April  2.5,  1776. 


TO    THE    rniENDS    OF    OUR    AMERICAN    NAVY, 

An  exact  list  of  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the 
Provincial  Ships  and  Privateers  during   the  last   war,  in 
America : 

Nova-Scotia,         .........       ,300 

Massachusetts-Bay,    --------    2,300 

New-Hampshire,        ..------       500 

Rhode-Island, 1,500 

Connecticut,     ----------       900 

New-York,      -    -    - 1,200 

Pennsylvania,        .........    1,060 

Maryland,   Virginia,  and  the  other  Southern 

Colonies, -    1,000 

8,760 

Besides  these,  many  of  the  Merchantmen  who  were  let- 
ters of  marque,  carried  from  fifteen  to  forty  sailors. 

When  we  add  to  these  the  number  of  American  sailors 
who  were  pressed  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  to  man  the 
English  fleet,  the  proportion  of  sailors  belonging  to  the  Con- 
tinent would  not  amount  to  less  than  twelve  or  fourteen 
thousand.  The  trade  of  America  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war  with  Great  Britain  being  one-third  at  least 
greater  than  it  was  at  the  conclusion  of  the  last  war  with 
France,  the  number  of  sailors  in  America  must  have  in- 
creased in  the  same  proportion.  It  is  true,  many  of  the 
men  who  manned  our  privateers  were  landsmen  ;  but  as  the 
same  objects,  (namely,  prizes,)  are  held  out  at  present  as 
were  in  the  last  war,  and  as  there  is  now  added  to  these 
the  glory  of  establishing  the  freedom  of  the  Colonies,  there 
is  reason  to  presume  a  greater  proportion  of  landsmen  will 
embark  in  the  present  war  by  sea,  than  in  any  former  one. 
Twenty  thousand  men,  employed  in  ships  of  suitable  force 
would  be  sufficient  to  guard  our  coasts  and  trade  against  all 
the  Navy  that  Britain  could  spare  from  her  harbours  and 
foreign  dominions  to  molest  us.  And  America  can  spare 
that  number  of  men  for  the  purpose,  without  impoverishing 
her  land  forces,  or  without  putting  a  check  to  her  agriculture 
or  manufactures. 

New-York,  April  25,  1776. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS    TO    CAPTAIN   BIDDLE. 

Ship  Alfred,  at  New-London,  April  25, 1776. 

Sir:  You  are  to  make  what  despatch  you  can  to  clean 
your  brig,  and  you  may  take  the  ballast  out  of  the  bomb- 
brig  ;  and  what  more  you  want  you  must  make  up  with 
stores.  You  must  apply  to  Mr.  Shaw  for  whatever  you 
may  find  necessary.  When  you  get  ready  I  desire  you  may 
take  care  of  the  merchant  vessels,  and  convoy  them  clear 
of  the  land,  if  the  coast  is  so  clear  that  you  can  do  it  with 
safety  to  them ;  and  make  whatever  despatch  you  can  to 
Providence  for  further  directions,  as  I  intend  to  be  there  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Yours,  &ic.,  EsECK  Hopkins. 

To  Nicholas  Biddle,  Esq.,  Commander  of  the   Andrew 
Doria. 


ADMIRAL  HOPKINS  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

New-London,  April  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  bearer,  Governour  Browne,  requests  me  to  use 
my  influence  with  your  Honour,  tiiat  he  may  have  leave 
sometimes,  on  parole,  to  go  as  far  as  when>  he  can  go  to 
church.  And  as  he  is  a  gentleman  of  character,  I  make  no 
doubt  you  will  give  him  as  much  liberty  as  is  consistent  with 
the  publick  safety  ;  and  further  he  cannot  expect. 

I  am.  with  great  respect,  your  Honour's  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  Eseck  Hopkins. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonathan  TrumhuU,_  Esq.,  Governour  of  the 

Colony  of  Connecticut,  at  Lebanon. 


SAjrUEL    TUFTS    TO    BENJAMIN    GREENLEAF, 

Newburyport,  April  25,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir:  We  took  the  freedom  of  addressing 
you  by  letter  the  23d  instant  by  Mr.  Aoi/e.  For  fear  of  that 
letter  not  coming  to  your  hands  in  season,  we  would  re- 
quest the  favour  of  you  to  communicate  to  the  honourable 
General  Court,  that  we  have,  agreeable  to  their  order,  re- 
ceived and  paid  for  twenty-eight  hundred  and  forty-seven 
pounds  weight  of  saltpetre,  and  twenty-one  pounds  since  the 
23d.  We  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  they  would  give  order 
for  the  same.  Many  persons  are  now  wailing  to  deliver,  and, 
from  good  information,  four  or  five  thousand  pounds  weight 
will  be  presented  in  a  few  days,  from  the  towns  around  and 
to  the  eastward.  We  should  esteem  it  a  favour  of  the  ho- 
nourable Court  to  order  such  sums  of  money  as  will  enable 
us  to  fulfill  the  trust  reposed  in  us. 

We  are,  with  respect,  (by  order,  and  in  the  absence  of  Cap- 
tain Edward  Sawyer,  I  subscribe,)  Samuel  Tufts. 

To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq. 


PELHAM    (nEW-HAMPSHIRe)    COMMITTEE. 

Whereas,  Hugh  Tallant,  of  Pelham,  in  the  Colony  of 
New-Hampshire,  did,  on  or  about  the  first  of  May  last,  act 
the  part  of  an  enemy  to  his  country  in  many  respects :  Said 
acts  being  proved  before  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for 
Pelham,  in  the  Colony  aforesaid,  the  Committee  laid  him 
under  a  restriction,  viz :  that  he  should  not  be  found  off  from 
his  own  farm,  on  the  peril  of  his  life ;  which  he  deliberately 
and  willingly  signed ;  yet  soon  broke  over  that  obligation 
and  insulted  the  Committee  to  the  utmost  tliat  words  could 
express,  which  he  still  continues  to  do ;  and  ap])lied  by  a 
petition  to  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  for  a  new 
hearing,  which  was  granted,  to  be  before  the  Committee  of 
three  towns,  in  conjunction,  finally  to  determine  the  case. 
Being  assembled,  and  the  case  tried,  they  found  said  Tallant 
guilty ;  and  set  u])  the  judgment  of  the  former  Committee, 
and  resolved  that  said  Tallant  should  be  confined  to  his  farm 
by  two  sufficient  bondsmen,  and  pay  the  cost  that  had  been, 
from  time  to  time,  or  be  committed  to  close  jail. 

And  whereas,  one  Samuel  Little,  Esq.,  of  Hampstead,  did 
pass  his  word  to  bring  said  Tallant  to  the  Committee,  at 
twelve  o'clock  the  next  day,  he  was  allowed  to  have  the  care 
of  him  that  night  by  the  influence  of  one  of  the  Committee, 
who  passed  his  word  for  said  Little's  fidelity.  But  it  ])lainly 
appeared  that  the  said  Little  had  agreed  with  the  said  Tal- 
lant to  let  him  get  away  and  make  his  escape,  and  pretend- 
ed (though  falsely)  that  he  could  not  help  it ;  then  the  said 
Little  gave  to  the  Committee  a  forfeiture  bond  to  bring  the 
said  Tallant  within  twenty  days  from  that  time,  but  hath 
not  brought  him,  though  requested ;  by  which  it  appears, 
that  the  said  Little  is  an  abetter  and  upholder  of  the  said 
Tallant's  villany  and  iniinicalness,  and  a  rescuer  and  deli- 
verer of  a  Tory  in  his  villany,  &,c.  Therefore,  this  is  to  cau- 
tion all  persons  not  to  have  any  dealings  with  either  of  the 
aforesaid  enemies  to  truth  and  liberty,  (w  Inch  are  inseparably 
connected,)  as  they  would  in  so  doing  incur  the  displeasure 
of  all  that  arc  true  friends  to  the  American  cause.  Sic. 

Per  order:  Barnabas  Gibson,  Chairman. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  HOWE  TO  LORD 
GEORGE  GEllMAINE,  DATED  HALIFAX,  APRIL  25,  1776. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  Milford,  in  Nantasket-Road,  on 
the  26th  March,  I  was  honoured  with  your  Ijordship's  des- 
patches of  the  5th  of  January,  with  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's 
instiiictions  for   Major-General   Clinton's  conduct   to    the 
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southward,  as  well  as  other  letters,  duplicates,  and  enclo- 
sures of  a  distant  date,  which  I  defer  answering  by  the  pre- 
sent conveyance,  of  a  small,  unarmed  sloop,  returning  to 
England,  in  the  service  of  the  Navy,  as  I  intend  to  write 
fully  by  the  Harriet  packet  lately  arrived,  and  to  sail  in  a 
few  days  with  Governour  Legsre  ;  wherefore  I  shall  confine 
myself,  in  this,  to  a  few  particulars  more  immediately  neces- 
sary to  be  communicated  to  your  Lordship  for  his  Majesty's 
information,  accompanied  by  duplicates  of  my  despatch  from 
Nantasket,  to  be  delivered  by  Judge  Broum. 

The  I'orty-Seventh  Regiment  of  foot  sailed  from  hence 
the  20th  instant,  for  QiiebecJc,  under  convoy  of  the  Niger 
frigate,  which  may  be  a  seasonable  relief,  should  it  arrive 
before  the  force  sent  from  England  early  in  the  spring,  as 
mentioned  in  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  5th  of  January. 
Captain  Stanton,  of  the  Fourteenth  Infantry,  who  arrived 
here  on  the  21st  in  the  Harriet  packet,  informs,  that  this 
reinforcement  was  the  regiment  of  foot ;  and  as  I  trust  that 
two  regiments  will  be  sufficient  to  preserve  the  town  until  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  from  Europe  intended  for  that  quarter, 
I  do  not  propose  sending  any  more  from  hence.  The  offi- 
cer who  set  out  for  Qiiebeck  in  the  winter,  as  taken  notice 
of  in  my  letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth  of  the  16th  of  January, 
not  being  yet  returned,  I  have  no  account  of  any  kind  from 
thence. 

The  fleet  and  transports  sailed  in  two  divisions  from 
Nantasket-Road,  the  last  with  the  Admiral,  on  the  27th  of 
March,  and  got  in  here  the  2d  instant.  But  I  am  sorry 
to  inform  your  Lordship  that  a  brig,  loaded  with  valuable 
goods,  chiefly  belonging  to  persons  deemed  to  he  highly 
disaffected  to  Government,  not  being  ready  to  sail  with  the 
fleet,  has  since  been  taken  by  three  armed  vessels,  after 
parting  company  with  the  Niger  frigate  left  to  convoy  her, 
and  some  other  vessels  in  the  same  situation.  A  Midship- 
man was  on  board,  with  a  sergeant  and  twelve  soldiers,  for 
her  protection,  who,  after  defending  themselves  with  great 
obstinacy,  were  at  length  compelled  to  surrender.  We  feel 
this  loss  the  more  at  present,  as  there  were  a  quantity  of 
shoes  on  board,  which  are  much  wanted  for  the  soldiery,  as 
well  as  woollen  articles  that  would  have  been  very  useful 
to  them. 

By  some  masters  of  vessels  who  had  been  prisoners  at 
Salem,  and  obtained  liberty  to  return  to  England,  we  learn 
that  the  Rebel  General  is  gone  to  New-  York,  with  a  part  of 
his  Army,  having  before  detached  a  large  reinforcement  to 
Canada,  and  those  left  behind  were  erecting  works  upon 
Fort-Hill,  in  the  town  of  Boston.  By  the  arrival  here  of 
Captain  Wallace,  commanding  the  Rose  frigate,  I  am  also 
informed,  that  the  Rebels  are  fortifying  Rhode-Island;  but 
I  do  not  apprehend  they  can  prevent  his  Majesty's  troops 
from  taking  possession  of  it,  when  the  strength  of  the  Army 
will  admit  of  a  division  for  that  important  service,  as  it  can 
be  approached  by  shipping  in  every  part. 

New-  York  being  the  greater  object  of  the  two,  and  the 
possession  of  it  more  'extensive  in  its  consequences,  as  well 
as  more  conducive  to  the  credit  of  his  Majesty's  arms,  will 
be  my  principal  aim,  when  enabled  to  proceed  thither  by 
a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions,  since  both  services  cannot 
be  undertaken  wuh  the  present  force ;  and  it  is  become 
highly  necessary  that  the  first  exertion  of  the  Army  should 
be  directed  to  the  most  important  purposes,  to  check  the 
spirit  which  the  evacuation  of  Boston  will  naturally  raise 
among  the  Rebels.  In  this  disposition,  it  is  probable  that 
their  leaders,  urged  by  the  people,  and  flushed  with  an  idea 
of  superiority,  may  be  the  readier  brought  to  a  decisive 
action,  than  which  nothing  is  more  to  be  desired,  or  sought 
for,  by  us,  as  the  most  effectual  means  to  terminate  this 
expensive  war ;  and  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  be  san- 
guine in  my  hopes  of  success,  from  the  present  health  and 
high  order  of  the  Army.  If  this  cannot  be  effected  before 
the  reinforcements  arrive  from  Europe,  it  is  most  likely  that 
they  will  act  upon  the  defensive,  by  having  recourse  to 
strong  intrenched  situations,  in  order  to  spin  out  the  cam- 
paign, if  possible,  without  exposing  themselves  to  any  de- 
cisive stroke. 

In  consequence  of  his  Majesty's  approbation  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  Adjutant-General  to  this  Army,  I  have 
appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patterson,  of  the  Sixty-Third 
Regiment,  to  that  office,  having  a  thorough  confidence  in 
his  abilities  and  military  knowledge.  Major  Kemble,  having 
lone  done  the  duty  of  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  and  being 


nearly  connected  with  General  Gage,  I  should  hope  your 
Lordship  will  be  pleasi;d  to  recommend  him  to  his  Majesty's 
favour,  upon  this  appointment  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pat- 
terson. It  is  with  pleasure  I  affirm,  that  Major  Shirreff, 
Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  has  been  lately  honoured 
with  a  mark  of  his  Majesty's  favour. 

Many  of  the  principid  inhabitants  of  Boston,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Army,  having  no  means  of  subsistence 
here,  apply  to  me  to  find  diem  a  passage  to  Europe,  wiiich 
they  cannot  odierwise  get  than  at  a  most  exorbitant  rate  : 
they  have  my  assurance,  that  the  first  trans|X3rt  which  can 
be  spared  shall  be  given  up  for  this  purpose.  I  am  sorry 
to  inform  your  lx)rdsliip  that  there  is  an  absolute  necessity 
for  issuing  provisions  to  the  whole  of  them  (about  eleven  hun- 
dred) from  the  King's  stores,  without  any  prospect  of  stop- 
ping it.  It  must  be  confessed,  that  many,  having  quitted 
the  whole  of  their  property  and  estates,  some  of  them  very 
considerable  in  value,  are  real  objects  of  his  Majesty's  most 
gracious  attention. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Grant,  of  the  Fortieth,  and  Captain 
Payne,  of  the  Eighteenth  Regiments,  sent  to  Georgia  and 
the  West-Indies  to  purchase  some  supply  of  provisions,  have 
arrived  with  a  small  quantity,  of  which  I  have  given  thp 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  a  report.  A  further 
supply  was  engaged,  and  may  be  daily  expected  from  the 
latter  place ;  and  I  have  accounts,  that  a  victualling  ship 
for  the  Army,  blown  off  the  coast  in  the  winter,  had  got 
into  the  Island  of  St.  Christopher,  much  damaged,  but  was 
nearly  repaired,  and  would  sail  directly  for  Halifax  about 
the  24th  of  March,  so  that  I  may  hope  for  a  speedy  relief 
in  this  essential  article. 

Advices  received  from  Major-General  Clinton  this  day, 
dated  in  Cape-Fear  River,  the  26th  o{  March,  mention  that 
the  armament  destined  to  the  southward  was  not  arrived ;  and 
I  enclose,  for  your  Lordship's  information,  a  narrative  of  what 
has  lately  passed  in  North- Carolina,  with  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Governour  Martin  to  Major-General  Clinton. 


ADVICES    FROM    ADMIRAI^    SHULDHAM. 

Admiralty  Office,  London,  June  8,  1776. 

By  letters  received  from  Vice-Admiral  Shuldham,  dated 
at  Halifax,  the  2.5th  of  April  last,  it  appeal's  that,  on  the 
15th  of  that  month.  Captain  Fumeaux,  of  the  Syren,  one 
of  the  frigates  under  his  command,  4ook  a  brigantine  belong- 
ing to  the  Rebels,  which  was  carrying  from  Philadelphia 
to  Charlcstotvn,  in  South- Carolina,  a  company  of  Artillery, 
consisting  of  a  Captain,  commissioned  by  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  seventy-nine  men,  most  of  whom  have  since 
entered  into  his  Majesty's  service  with  General  Clinton.  It 
also  appears  that  the  other  cruisers  of  his  squadron  had  in- 
tercepted and  taken  forty-four  merchant  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  his  Majesty's  rebellious  subjects  in  North-Ame- 
rica ;  and  that  Captain  Barclay,  of  the  Scarborough,  who 
had  been  sent  to  Savannah,  in  the  Province  of  Georgia,  for 
provisions,  had  liberated  thirteen  vessels  richly  laden,  which 
had  been  seized  and  detained  there  by  the  Rebels. 

And  the  Admiral  transmits,  with  the  above-mentioned  let- 
ters, the  following  account  which  he  had  received  from 
Captain  Tyringham  Howe,  of  his  engagement  in  the  Glas- 
gow, with  five  armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the  Rebels,  viz: 

"On  Saturday,  the  6th  oi April,  1776,  at  two  A.  M., 
Block-Island  then  bearing  northwest  about  eight  leagues, 
we  discovered  a  fleet  on  the  weather-beam,  consisting  of 
seven  or  eight  sail ;  tacked  and  stood  towards  them,  and 
soon  perceived  them  to  be  two  or  three  large  ships,  and 
other  square-rigged  vessels;  turned  all  hands  to  quarters, 
hauled  up  the  mainsail,  and  kept  standing  on  to  the  north- 
west with  a  light  breeze  and  smooth  water,  the  fleet  then 
coming  down  before  it.  At  half-past  two,  a  large  brig 
came  within  hail,  and  seemed  to  hesitate  about  giving  any 
answer,  but  still  kept  standing  towards  us ;  and,  on  being 
asked  what  other  ships  were  in  company  with  her,  answer- 
ed, the  Columbus  and  Alfred,  a  twenty-two-gun  frigate :  and 
almost  immediately  a  hand-grenade  was  thrown  out  of  her 
top.  We  exchanged  our  broadsides.  She  then  shot  ahead, 
and  lay  on  our  bow,  to  make  room  for  a  large  ship,  with  a 
top-light,  to  come  on  our  broadside,  and  another  ship  ran 
under  our  stern,  raked  as  she  passed,  and  then  luffed  up  on 
our  lee-beam,  whilst  a  brig  took  iter  station  on  our  larboard- 
quarter,  and  a  sloop  kept  altering  her  station  occasionally. 
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At  four,  the  station  of  every  vessel  was  altered,  as  the  two 
ships  had  dropped  on  eaeh  quarter,  and  a  brig  kept  astern, 
giving  a  continual  fire;  bore  away,  and  made  sail  for 
jihode- Island,  with  the  whole  fleet  within  musket-shot  on 
our  quarters  and  stern.  Got  two  stem-chase  guns  out  of 
the  cabin,  and  kept  giving  and  receiving  a  very  warm  fire. 
At  day-light,  perceived  the  Rebel  ships  to  consist  of  two 
ships,  two  brigs,  and  a  sloop,  and  a  large  ship  and  a  snow, 
which  kept  to  w  indward  as  soon  as  the  action  began.  At 
half-past  six,  the  fleet  hauled  their  wind,  and,  at  seven, 
tacked  and  stood  to  the  south-south-west.  We  had  one 
man  killed  and  three  wounded  by  the  musketry  fit)m  the 
enemy." 

The  following  is  a  state  of  the  Rebel  armed  vessels  above 
mentioned : 

Alfred. — Commanded  by  Tloplcins;  twenty  nine-pound- 
ers on  the  lower,  six  ten-pounders  on  tlie  upper,  deck ;  two 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  including  sixty  marines. 

Columbus. — Conniianded  by  H  hippie  ;  eighteen  nine- 
pounders  on  the  lower,  ten  six-pounders  on  the  upper,  deck  ; 
two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  including  sixty  marines. 

Andrew  Doria,  Brig. — Commanded  by  liiddlc  ;  sixteen 
six-pounders  on  the  upper  deck ;  one  hundred  and  thirty 
men,  including  thirty  marines. 

Cabot,  Brig. — Commanded  by  Hopkins,  Jun. ;  fourteen 
six-pounders  on  the  upper  deck  ;  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  including  thirty  marines. 

Providence,  Sloop. — Commanded  by  Hazard;  twelve 
six-pounders  on  the  upper  deck ;  ninety  men,  including 
twenty-eight  maiines. 

The  Glasgow  had  twenty  guns — nine-pounders ;  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men. 

By  letters  lately  received  from  Vice-Admiral  Young, 
dated  at  Antigua,  the  3d  of  March,  and  from  Vice-Admi- 
ral Gayton,  dated  at  Jamaica,  the  28th  of  that  month,  it 
likewise  appears  that  the  cruisers  under  the  command  of 
the  former  had  seized  twenty-six,  and  those  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  latter,  nine,  ships  and  vessels,  either  belonging 
to,  or  employed  in  carrying  on  a  trade  with,  his  Majesty's 
rebellious  subjects  in  ^ or th- America. 

EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  TO  A  GENTLEMAN  IN  PHILADEL- 
PHIA, DATED  BERMUDA,  APRIL  26,  AND  CONTINUED  TO 
MAV   1,  1776. 

The  people  in  this  Island  are  zealous  in  the  American 
cause,  and  appear  willing  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
promote  it.  The  Governour,  who  has  become  very  obnox- 
ious, has  been  threatening  the  inhabitants  with  cruisers,  sta- 
tioned at  each  end  of  the  Island,  and  troops  ;  but  no  man  of 
sense  can  believe  so  useless  and  expensive  a  measure  will 
ever  be  adopted.  The  vessels  in  here  from  the  Islands, 
give  an  account  of  the  disposition  f  the  people  there,  which 
is  very  far  from  meriting  the  indulgence  shown  their  pro- 
perty in  the  late  resolution  for  reprisals.  In  Antigua  and 
Barbadoes,  an  American  is  not  safe,  either  in  his  person  or 
property,  if  he  is  known  to  be  friendly  to  the  Continental 
interest.  And  they  exult  in  the  prospect,  or  rather  hopes, 
of  a  total  reduction  of  the  Colonies  by  Administration  ;  one 
consequence  of  which,  they  are  promised,  will  be,  the  con- 
fining the  American  commerce,  in  the  ff  est-Lidics,  absolute- 
!v  to  the  English  Islands.  This  may  be  relied  on  to  be  tlie 
present  temper  of  the  Islands  in  general. 

This  Island  suffers  much.  One  hundred  and  twenty  ves- 
sels are  now  on  hand,  unemployed,  and  the  people  happy  if 
they  can  keep  from  an  absolute  famine ;  for  the  produce  of 
this  Island  is  next  to  nothing  at  all.  Vessels  proper  for 
privateers  might  be  taken  up  here  to  good  advantage,  and 
guns  for  them  purchased,  as  there  are  a  great  number  of 
good  ones,  of  those  used  in  the  late  war,  now  on  hand.  A 
number  were  lately  purchased  and  shipped,  as  I  heard,  and 
more  may  be  had,  of  four  to  nine-pounders.  Mr.  Jennings 
has  a  fine  ship  on  the  stocks,  of  eighty  feet  keel,  which  may 
be  launched  soon,  and  would  make  a  fine  privateer.  lie 
would  be  glad  to  sell  her,  and  I  believe  could  procure  the 
guns  for  her. 

A  sloop  this  instant  arrived  from  Antigua,  and  brings  ac- 
counts that  twenty-one  sail  of  transports,  under  convoy  of 
two  men-of-war,  sailed  the  beginning  of  this  month  for  the 
Continent,  (rom  Antigua ;  and,  by  the  Captain,  the  rejjort 
of  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  that  Island  and  Barba- 


does, towards  the  Colonies,  is  confirmed,  with  many  aggra- 
vating circumstances.  The  situation  and  pr&sent  state  of 
this  Island  demands  the  attention  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress ;  and  I  have  had  several  conferences  with  Mr 

on  the  subject.  It  is  unnecessary  to  attempt  a  particular 
description  of  an  Island  as  well  known  as  this ;  but  you 
well  know  that,  by  the  accounts  given  in  to  Congress,  the 
number  of  its  inhabitants  were  set  about  fourteen  thousand, 
(one  half  blacks,)  and  the  quantity  of  provision  annually 
imported  into  the  Island  was  then  stated,  which,  moderate 
as  it  appears,  is  much  more  than  the  inhabitants  will  here- 
after be  able  to  pay  for,  unices  they  can  be  put  on  a  diffe- 
rent footing  from  their  present  one.  Their  negro  men  are 
all  of  them  seamen  and  mechanicks — such  as  coopere,  ship- 
carpenters,  and  blacksmiths  ;  and  the  produce  of  their  labour 
makes  nine-tenths  of  the  support  both  of  their  masters  and 
fellow-.>laves,  there  being  no  employ  worth  mentioning  for 
either  the  female  slaves  or  children,  as  the  land  is  abso- 
lutely fit  for  nothing  but  the  growth  of  cedar.  It  is  well 
known  that  almost  the  whole  of  that  trade  and  ship-build- 
ing, which  employed  them  and  their  slaves,  depended  on 
their  intercourse  between  the  American  Colonies  on  the 
Continent,  and  foreign  parts.  This  ceasing,  throws  them 
instantly  into  distress,  without  stock  of  provision,  and  with- 
out the  means  of  paying  for  it,  could  it  be  procured  ;  and 
on  a  soil  incapable  of  supplying  them,  were  they  to  culti- 
vate every  inch  of  it.  This  is  simply  their  present  situa- 
tion, which  greatly  alarms  them.  The  Governour  has 
threatened  them  with  sending  for  vessels  of  force.  In  such 
case,  instant  famine  is  inevifable,  unless  they  can  subsist  on 
fish  alone ;  and  if  they  cannot,  by  some  means,  procure 
speedy  supplies  from  the  Continent,  they  will  be  in  the 
same  unhappy  situation.  Sensible  of  this,  the  inhabitants 
have  had  meetings,  and  have  chosen  a  large  Committee,  of 
which is  Chairman  ;  and  the  inhabitants  are  con- 
tributing all  in  their  power  to  ward  oft'  the  impending  dan- 
ger ;  but  any  relief  they  may  obtain  can  be  only  tempo- 
rary, (momentary,  I  may  say,)  unless  the  Continent  takes 
them  immediately  under  their  protection.  This  is,  I  con- 
ceive, neither  impracticable,  nor  would  be  attended  with  any 
very  heavy  expense,  and  the  consequences  might  be  very 
beneficial  to  the  Colonies. 

It  is  hardly  j)ossible  for  a  person  never  on  these  Islands, 
(for  they  amount  to  hundreds  of  little  ones,)  to  form  an  idea 
of  them  and  their  harbours.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  they 
are  the  most  difficult  of  access  in  the  world,  and  sonje  of  the 
safest  when  entered.  On  the  south  side  there  is  no  water 
for  anything  more  than  a  whale-boat,  over  a  reef  running 
the  whole  extent,  at  about  half  a  league  from  the  shore.  At 
the  west  end,  where  we  landed,  there  is  a  channel  through 
the  rocks  and  shoals,  which  extend  near  tw  o  leagues  off 
shore,  but  so  winding  that  it  requires  a  skilful  pilot  to  bring 
you  through ;  and,  in  the  best  weather,  it  is  alarming  to  a 
stranger  to  see  the  rocks  on  every  side,  and  under  him, 
(their  clear  white  shining  through  the  water,)  as  he  passes, 
and  finally  enters,  where  the  high  land,  on  each  side,  is  not 
a  musket-shot  from  the  centre  of  the  channels.  On  the 
north  side,  the  breakers  run  almost  out  of  sight  of  land, 
through  which  there  is  one  passage,  but  so  difficult  that  the 
Islandere  themselves  make  little  use  of  it.  At  the  east  end 
the  harbour  is  more  capacious  than  this  at  the  west,  but 
equally  dillicult  and  easily  defended ;  but  when  you  have 
once  entered  either  of  the  harbours,  you  may  have  your 
choice  of  a  number  of  lesser  ones,  formed  by  the  little 
broken  Islands,  between  which  is  generally  good  depth  of 
water  and  safe  anchorage. 

This,  from  my  own  observation  and  inquiry,  is  the  natu- 
ral situation  of  the  Island,  which,  running  between  the 
northeast  and  southwest,  every  vessel  passing  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  West-Indies,  unless  driven  out  of 
their  course,  sails  within  about  one  hundred  leagues  of  one 
of  its  extremities.  This  considered,  it  is  evident  they  being 
fortified,  so  as  to  make  a  safe  harbour  for  our  cruisers,  the 
whole  fVcsl-Tndia  trade  must  be  intercepted,  and  that  by  a 
small  fleet  of  swift-sailing  frigates  and  sloops.  I  am  no 
judge  of  the  expense  of  such  fortifications  ;  but  gentlemen 
of  some  acquaintance  with  such  affairs  estimate  it  low ;  and 
as  to  a  land  force,  the  most  trifling  (even  the  Militia  of  the 
Island,  properly  supplied  with  stores)  would  be  sufficient  to 
guard  a  country  as  impenetrable,  after  landing,  as  it  is  in- 
accessible. 
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There  are  a  sufficient  number  of  cannon  on  the  Island  for 
that  purpose,  and  to  arm  a  number  of  cruisers  besides ;  and 
the  inliabitants,  I  am  confident,  would  receive  you  as  their 
best  friends ;  and  my  confidence  of  this  is  founded  on  their 
situation.  As  the  Continent  is  driven  into  a  naval  war,  it 
must  be  a  principal  question  in  what  manner  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain  can  be  most  advantageously  attacked  ;  and 
as  the  Parliament  have,  in  effect,  closed  w  ith  the  Congress, 
in  the  stopping  all  commerce  between  the  Continent  and 
Great  Britain,  or  other  British  dominions,  it  must  bo  the 
policy  of  America  to  intercept,  as  far  as  possible,  their  inter- 
course between  each  other,  as  well  to  su))ply  ourselves  as 
to  distress  them.  To  effect  which,  some  harbour  or  har- 
bours must  be  pitched  upon,  convenient  for  the  purpose,  and 
secured  ;  and  the  question  w  ill  be,  are  those  of  this  Island 
the  best  ?  I  think  they  are,  for  the  reasons  hinted  at  above, 
and  for  the  probability  that  the  enemy,  unsusjjecting  of  such 
a  manneuvre,  and  intent  on  blocking  up  tlie  ports  on  the 
Continent,  may  receive  a  heavy  blow  in  their  H'est-India 
commerce,  before  they  are  aware  of  or  guarded  against  it ; 
and  if  they  attempt  to  defeat  such  a  design,  it  must  be  by 
drawinc  off  their  forces  from  our  coast,  for  a  while  at  least. 

These  hints  I  submit  to  maturer  consideration,  and  to  the 
present  turn  of  political  measures  ;  but  a  minute  inquiry  into 
the  pracdcability  and  expense  of  such  a  scheme  will  cost 
neither  time  nor  money  worth  mentioning ;  and  I  w  ish  it 
may  be  made  by  some  person  of  better  judgment  than  I 
conceive  myself,  or,  perhaps,  my  informers  here,  to  be. 


MAJOR   GIST   TO  MARYLAND   COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY. 

Annapolis,  April  26,  1776, 

Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  your  instructions,  I  am  now 
to  make  application  to  you  to  appoint  a  General  Court-Mar- 
tial,  for  the  trial  of  Christian  Castler,  a  soldier  in  Captain 
Ramsay's  Company,  who  is  charged  with  attempting  to 
shoot  a  non-commissioned  officer,  who  commanded  a  party 
on  duty,  of  which  Castler  was  one ;  the  particular  circum- 
stances being  regularly  inquired  into  by  a  Court  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  who  found  him  guilty  of  the  charge,  and 
are  of  opinion  that  a  General  Court-Martial,  appointed  by 
the  commanding  officer,  is  not  competent  to  puss  sentence 
on  the  prisoner  for  so  capital  a  crime,  and  beg  leave  to  refer 
him  to  a  superior  court,  to  be  tried  for  his  life. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 
servant,  ^  Gist. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  ot  Maryland. 


MAIIYLAND    COUNCIL    OF     SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN    NICHOLSON. 
[No.  132.]  Annapolis,  April  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  consider  the  Schooner  Resolution  to  be  fitted 
out  only  as  a  tender  for  the  Ship  Defence ;  and  therefore 
have  given  you  directions  to  put  officers,  he,  on  board,  out 
of  your  own  ship,  as  you  may  think  best  for  the  publick 
service.     We  are,  &lc. 

To  Captain  James  Nicholson. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Philaiielplua,  April  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  intelligence  contained  in  your  last  letter,  and 
the  papers  transmitted  therewith,  being  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, the  Congress  hav(!  paid  them  the  attention  which  they 
deserved.  It  is,  indeed,  to  be  lamented,  that  the  miscon- 
duct of  our  troops  should  have  given  occasion  to  die  Cana- 
dians to  proceed  such  lengths  as  to  commence  hostilities. 
New-raised  recruits  (such  as  those  of  the  United  Colonies) 
cannot  immediately  be  brought  to  submit  to  exact  discipline 
and  subordination,  without  having  recourse  to  that  love  of 
liberty,  and  aversion  to  military  restraint,  which  are  natural 
to  freemen.  To  account  for  this,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe, 
that  to  make  men  soldiers  is  the  work  of  time  and  labour, 
even  in  countries  where  the  genius  of  the  Government  has 
prepared  men  for  that  kind  of  despotism  which  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  in  an  Army. 

Though  it  is  much  to  be  wished  diat  the  subaltern  officers 
inCanada  had  exerted  themselves  more  in  keeping  the  troops 
in  order,  yet  I  am  apt  to  think  die  utmost  vigilance  could 
not  have  totally  prevented  all  irregularities.  But  we  were 
compelled,  unprepared,  hastily  to  take  up  the  weapons  of 
self-preservation,  and  have,  consequently,  had  numberless 
difficulties  to  struggle  with  ;  of  which  the  expedition  into 
Canada  has  been  a  continued  scene.  This  is  the  tine  source 
of  all  our  misfortunes,  with  which  you  are  too  well  acquaint- 
ed to  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  repeat  them. 

I  cannot  help  suspecting  that  the  defection  of  the  Cana- 
dians is  more  the  result  of  policy  than  inclination  ;  not  that 
I  believe  they  have  any  more  inclination  for  one  side  than 
the  other ;  but  finding  die  force  of  the  United  Colonies  in 
Canada  fell  much  short  of  expectation,  they  naturally  throw 
themselves  into  the  scale  which  they  believe  begins  to  pre- 
ponderate. It  is  not,  however,  material  at  present,  what  are 
the  causes  of  the  late  insurrection,  any  further  than  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy  against  the  evil.  Congress  have  accordingly 
passed  sundry  resolves,  adapted  both  to  conciliate  the  affec- 
tions of  the  Canadians,  and  to  operate  on  their  apprehensions 
as  to  the  strength  of  the  Colonies,  having  ordered  ten  batta- 
lions into  that  country,  and  given  directions  to  Mr.  Trumbull 
and  Mr.  Lowrey  to  forward  to  you  four  thousand  barrels  of 
pork ;  they  have  also  directed  ten  thousand  pair  of  shoes, 
and  ten  thousand  pair  of  stockings,  to  be  sent  to  you  for  the 
use  of  the  Continental  Army  in  Canada. 

I  have  it  m  charge  from  Congress  to  desire  you  to  pursue 
the  best  means  for  furnishing  such  other  necessary  articles  as 
may  be  wanted  for  the  Army  in  Canada,  having  regard  to 
such  of  thera  as  the  Commissary  in  that  Province  can  sup- 
ply ;  and,  also,  that  you  inform  them  what  quantity  of  gun- 
powder you  have  received  for  Canada  since  the  1st  o(  Ja- 
nuary last ;  and  that  you  go  on  to  give  the  earliest  notice 
to  Congress,  of  the  occasion  for  the  supplies  of  such  neces- 
saries as  it  may  not  be  in  your  power  to  procure. 

I  transmit,  herewith,  sundr)'  resolves  of  Congress,  under 
the  hand  of  die  Secretary,  for  your  future  directions  and 
conduct ;  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
ent and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler,  at  Albany. 


PRESIDENT    OF     CONGRESS    TO    COMMISSIONERS    IN    CANADA. 

Philadelphia,  April  26,  1776. 

G  ENTLEMEN :  The  late  disturbances  in  Canada,  owing  to 
an  insurrection  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  have,  for 
some  time,  occupied  the  most  serious  attention  of  Congress  ; 
in  pursuance  of  which,  they  have  come  into  sundry  resolves, 
calculated  both  to  increase  our  military  force  in  that  coun- 
try, and  to  allay  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  people. 
Of  this  latter  kind  is  the  resolve  I  herewith  transmit,  by 
order  of  Congress,  to  you. 

In  addition  to  the  four  battalions  now  on  their  march  to 
Canada,  the  Congress  have,  since  the  receipt  of  General 
Schuyler's  last  letter,  ordered  six  more  to  be  sent  there  as 
soon  as  possible. 

With  sincere  wishes  for  your  health,  and  success  in  your 
important  engagements,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  everj^ 
sentiment  of  esteem  and  regard,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Samuel  Chase,  and 
Charles  Carroll,  Esquires,  Commissioners  in  Canada. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    JAMES    WARREN. 

Philadelphia,  April  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  charge  from  Congress  to  acquaint  you 
Uiat  they  have  been  pleased  to  accept  your  resignation  as 
Paymaster-General  of  the  Army,  and  that  there  are  Su- 
perintendents of  the  Treasury  appointed,  to  whom  you  are 
to  render  your  accounts  and  vouchers,  which  I  will  do  my- 
self the  pleasure  of  putUng  into  their  hands,  if  you  think 
proper  to  forward  them  to  me  for  Uiat  purpose. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  j^^^^  Hancock,  President. 

To  James  Warren,  Esq. 

PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    JOSEPH    TRUMBULL. 

Philadelphia,  April  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  charge  from  Congress  to  direct  your  im- 
mediate attention  to  the  enclosed  resolve,  for  the  purchase 
of  two  thousand  barrels  of  pork,  which,  when  purchased, 
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you  will  forward,  in  the  most  expeditious  manner,  to  Gene- 
ral ^huyler. 

As  it  is  of  frreat  importance  the  Army  in  Canada  should 
be  well  supplied,  you  will  exert  youi-self  to  effect  this  pur- 
chase as  speedily  as  possible.  VVhenever  you  send  or  draw 
for  the  money,  your  bill  on  me  for  twenty  thousand  dollai-s 
shall  meet  with  due  honour. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

JoHiN  Hancock,  President. 
To  Mr.  TrumhuU,  Commissary-General,  at  New-  York, 


COLONEL  WAYNE    TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

New-York,  April  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  order  of  his  Excellency  General  Washhigion,  I 
have  sent  Mapv  Haussegger  (the  bearer  hereof)  to  Philadel- 
phia to  brint;  up  the  remainder  of  my  battalion,  which,  with 
five  others,  are  to  march  to  Canada  immediately.  I  must 
therefore  request  that  you  \\  ill  use  your  influence  to  supply 
my  regiment  with  arms.  The  Major  will  render  a  list  of  the 
number  wanted. 

The  three  companies  that  are  here  were  obliged  to  march 
without  a  single  waistcoat,  and  but  one  shirt  per  man,  and 
most  of  them  too  small,  although  made  of  the  worst  of  linen. 
1  therefore  beg  you  to  give  orders  to  the  Conmiissaries  to 
supply  the  remainder  as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  not  unac- 
quainted with  your  important  situation  and  the  multiplicity 
of  business  on  your  hands,  but  necessity  obliges  me  in  this 
instance  to  apply  to  you.  I  must  therefore  beg  pardon  for 
this  freedom,  and  hope  you  will  not  be  troubled  in  future 
by  any  applications  of  this  nature  by,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant,  Anthony  Wayne. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    GOVERNOUK   TRUMBULL. 

New-York,  April  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  When  you  did  me  the  honour  of  a  visit  at  Norwich 
on  my  way  to  this  place,  I  recommended  to  you  the  recom- 
mendation I  had  received  from  Congress  for  sending  four 
battalions  from  hence  to  reinforce  our  troops  in  Canada.  I 
now  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  therewith, 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last  1  detached  four  regiments 
thence  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Thompson ; 
and  by  an  express  received  last  night,  am  ordered  by  Con- 
gress, in  addition  to  those  already  gone,  to  send  six  more 
immediately.  Our  regiments  being  incomplete  and  much 
wanting  in  numbers,  I  need  not  add  that  the  Army  here  feel 
a  sensible  diminution  from  this  detachment,  and  when  the 
second  is  gone,  will  be  weak  indeed,  considering  the  impor- 
tance of  this  place,  the  many  extensive  posts  which  must  be 
guarded  for  its  defence ;  and,  added  to  this,  almost  the  whole 
of  our  valuable  ordnance,  stores,  and  magazines,  will  be 
deposited  here.  For  these  reasons  it  appears  to  me  expe- 
dient that  some  mode  should  be  adopted  without  loss  of  time, 
by  this,  your,  and  the  Jersey  Governments,  for  throwing  in 
immediate  succours  upon  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  or 
any  case  of  emergency. 

I  have  written  to  the  Congress  of  New-Jersey  upon  the 
subject,  praying  them  to  fonn  such  regulations  respecting 
their  Militia  (they  being  the  only  resource  we  have)  that 
assistance  may  be  had  on  the  earliest  notice  of  an  approach 


of  the  enemy,  for  preventing  the  fatal  and  alarming  conse- 
quences which  might  result  from  the  common,  tedious,  and 
slow  method  generally  used  for  obtaining  their  aid ;  and  would 
take  the  liberty  of  mentioning,  that  if  the  same  should  be 
done  by  you  and  your  honourable  Council  respecting  your 
Militia,  or  such  part  of  them  as  are  most  contiguous  to  this 
])lace,  that  the  most  salutary  ends  might  be  derived  there- 
from. The  benefits  flowing  from  a  timely  succour  being  too 
obvious  for  repetition,  1  shall  propose,  with  all  |K)ssible  d(!fer- 
ence,  for  your  consideration,  whether  it  will  not  be  advisable 
to  have  some  select  corps  of  men  appointed,  under  proper 
officers,  in  the  western  part  of  your  Government,  to  repair  to 
this  place  on  the  earliest  notice  from  the  General,  or  officer 
commanding  here,  of  the  appearance  of  an  enemy. 

If  it  should  be  thought  necessary  upon  an  emergency,  in 
the  first  instance  to  resort  to  you  lor  all  the  ordinary  forms 
to  be  gone  through  before  any  succours  can  be  ordered  in, 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  relief  would  be  too  late  to  answer 
any  good  purposes.  This,  however,  I  shall  submit  to  you, 
in  full  confidence  of  your  most  ready  assistance  on  every 
occasion,  and  that  such  measures  as  appear  to  you  most 
likely  to  advance  the  publick  good  on  this  and  every  other 
instance,  will  be  most  cheerfully  adopted. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  &.C., 

George  Washington. 
To  Governour  Tnimhull. 


Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Foot,  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonics,  commanded  by  Colonel  McDougall,  April 
26,  1776. 

Commissioned  Officers  present :  One  Colonel,  one  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, one  Major. 

Staff  Officers  present :  One  Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster, 
one  Surgeon,  one  Mate. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  COLONEL  IRVINE. 

New- York,  April  26,  1776. 

Sir:  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  letter,  you  are 
desired  to  march  the  remainder  of  your  battalion  directly  to 
this  city,  in  order  to  embark  for  Albany  on  your  route  to 
Canada. 

The  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  order  that,  upon  your 
march  or  embarcation  from  hence  for  Canada,  the  pay  of 
your  men  shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  other  regiments, 
employed  in  the  same  service,  to-wit:  six  and  two-thirds 
dollars  per  month.     Of  this  you  will  please  to  inform  them. 

I  shall  depend  upon  your  making  despatch ;  and  am,  sir, 

yours,  Sic,  g-,  t.t 

■'        '        '  George  VvASHiNGTONi 

To  Colonel  William  Irvine,  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment. 
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INSTRUCTIONS    TO    THE    COMMITTEE    APPOINTED   TO    REPAIR 
TO    PITTSFIELD,    MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  Council,  April  26,  1776. 

To  Walter  Spooner,  George  Partridge,  and  Jona- 
than Grout,  Esquires: 

You  being  appointed  by  this  Court  to  repair  to  Pittsfeld, 
on  the  14th  day  of  May  next,  and  to  make  proper  inquiry 
into  the  cause  of  the  matters  of  complaint  subsisting  there, 
and  report  the  same  to  the  General  Court,  at  their  next 
May  Sessions :  You  are  to  give  notice  to  all  the  towns  in 
the  County  of  Berkshire,  of  your  meeting  them  at  Pitts- 
field  aforesaid,  by  directing  the  Sheriff  of  the  said  County 
to  notify  their  clerks  may  attend,  as  the  said  towns  shall 
appoint.  When  you  are  so  met,  you  are  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  of  the  disquiet  subsisting  there,  and  let  them 
know  that  it  is  the  expectation  of  this  Court  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Colony  will  do  their  utmost  endeavour 
to  support  the  Government,  as  recommended  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress ;  that  at  a  time  when  Great  Britain  is 
exerting  her  utmost  strength  to  destroy  these  Colonies, 
or  subject  them  to  the  lowest  degree  of  vassalage,  it  is  the 
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indispensable  duty  of  every  individual   to  unite  in  every 

measure  which  will  give  force  and  energy  to  an  opposition 

thereto;  that  it  is  with  great  concern  that  this  Court  find 

so  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  County  endeavouring  to 

break  the  union  of  this  Colony,  by  suggestions  that  this  Court 

are  disposed  to  deprive  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  of  any 

of  the  rights  they  are  entitled  to  as  freemen,  but  that  they 

look  more  favourably  upon  their  conduct  from  consideration  of 

their  local  circumstances  ;  and  to  assure  them  that  this  Court 

is  disposed  to  remove  every  real  grievance  which,  by  any  of 

the  laws  of  this  Colony,  it  may  hereafter  be  made  to  appear 

that  the  inhabitants  labour  under ;  and,  in  general,  that  you 

will  take  such  measures  to  restore  quiet  and  harmony  in  that 

County  as  shall  appear  to  you  most  proper  after  you  have 

heard  their  complaints.     In  all  which  you  will  regard  the 

honour  of  Government,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 

people.    Finally,  you  are  to  make  report  of  your  proceeding 

herein  to  the  Great  and  General  Court,  as  your  opportunity 

directs.  ^  _,  , 

JiiLDAD  1  AifLOR,  j}er  Order. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  PIERCE   LONG,  NAVAL,    OFFICER  OF  PORTS- 
MOUTH. 
Colony  of  New-Hampshire,  in  Committee  of  Safety,  5 

To  Pierce  Long,  Esquire  : 

Pursuant  to  a  recommendation  from  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress  for  regulating  trade,  and  permitting  the 
inhabitants  of  these  Colonies  to  trade  with  some  of  the 
European  nations,  under  certain  limitations  : 

You  are  hereby  appointed  an  officer  for  the  Port  of  Pisca- 
taqua,  and  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  procure  regis- 
ters, signed  by  the  President  of  the  Council,  for  all  vessels 
outward-bound  belonging  to  this  Colony ;  enter  and  clear  all 
vessels  coming  in  and  going  out  of  said  port ;  having  a  strict 
regard  and  obedience  to  the  regulations  and  directions  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  but  by  no  means  to  counteract  the 
same ;  taking  such  reasonable  fees  as  may  be  an  adequate 
reward  for  your  service,  and  no  more ;  and  to  continue  in 
said  office  until  the  determination  of  the  Council  and  As- 
sembly thereon. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  JOHN  ROGERS. 

[No.  133.]  .  Annapolis,  April  27,  177C; 

Sir  :  We  this  moment  receive*!  the  original,  of  which  the- 
enclosed  is  a  copy  ;  and  as  matters  of  a  very  interesting  na- 
ture have  lately  been  discussed  in  Congress  relative  to  our 
Province,  which  will  be  laid  before  the  next  Convention,. 
It  will  be  very  proper  that  as  many  of  our  Deputies  shoulrf 
be  here  as  can  be  spared  from  Congress,  to  re|)resent  what 
passed  there.  We  request  you  will  comply  with  the  within, 
requisition,  if  possible. 
We  are,  &c. 

To  John  Rogers,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    BENJAMIN    HARRISON,    JW. 

Philadelphia,  April  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Congress  having  ordered  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  be  sent  to  you  for  the  use  of  the  Conti- 
nental troops,  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  the 
same  herewith. 

By  the  enclosed  receipt  you  will  perceive  I  have  paid 
Messrs.  Willing  ^  Monis,  of  this  city,  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  you  will  consider  as  part  of  the  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand.  The  money  is  packed  up  in  three  boxes 
and  committed  to  the  charge  of  Captain  fVest. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  t         tt  t. 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Berijamin  Harrison,  Jun.,  Esq.,  of  Berkeley,  Charles 
City  County,  Virginia. 

P.  S.  I  have  also  forwarded,  by  this  opportunity,  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  your  Colony,  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  exchanged  for  specie.  Should  they  be  so  successful 
as  to  get  more  than  that  sum  in  specie,  I  have  requested 
them,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  draw  on  you  for  all  they  can 
procure  above  it ;  in  which  case,  you  will  take  care  that 
their  drafts  are  duly  honoured. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  LORD  GEORGE  GERMAINE  TO 
GENERAL  HOWE,  DATED  WHITEHALL,  APRIL  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  the  em- 
barcation  returns  of  the  first  division  of  the  Hessian  troops, 
which  division,  or  the  greatest  part  of  it,  being  arrived  at 
Spithead,  and  the  detachment  of  guards  being  embarked, 
the  whole  have  orders  to  proceed  to  sea  immediately,  under 
the  instructions  contained  in  the  enclosed  copies  of  my  let- 
ters to  Lieutenant-General  Heister,  and  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty. 

It  was  hoped  and  expected  that  Lord  Howe  would  have 
proceeded  with  this  embarcation  ;  but  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments respecting  the  very  imf  ortant  commission  of  offer°of 
pardon  and  negotiation,  in  which  he  and  you  are  joined, 
make  that  very  doubtful ;  and  therefore  the  transports  will 
probably  proceed  under  convoy  of  the  Preston,  on  board 
which  Commodore  Hotham  hoists  his  broad  pendant. 

Lord  Howe  will,  it  is  hoped,  not  be  detained  many  days 
here,  and,  therefore,  there  is  the  greatest  probability  that, 
if  the  embarcation  should  proceed  without  him,  his  Lord- 
ship, being  in  a  single  ship,  will  arrive  before  the  troops,  and 
in  time  to  spttle  all  the  arrangements  that  may  be  necessary 
to  be  made  in  consequence  of  their  destination. 

I  have  already  acquainted  you  (in  my  letter  of  the  28th 
March,  of  which  I  now  enclose  a  duplicate)  that  the  Forty- 
Second  and  Seventy-First  Regiments  would  probably  em- 
bark about  the  20th  instant.  They  are  certainly  by  this 
time  all  on  board,  and,  I  hope,  ready  to  sail  from  the  Clyde ; 
and,  enclosed,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  orders  to 
Sir  fVilliam  Erskine,  the  commanding  officer  of  those  corps. 
His  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  the  rank  of  Colonel  in 
America  to  him,  that  he  may  be  employed  by  you  as  com- 
manding the  Brigade  of  Highlanders.  You  can  be  no 
stranger  to  his  character  as  an  officer,  though  you  may  not 
have  served  in  the  Army  with  him.  You  may  depend  upon 
his  answering  your  expectations,  in  whatever  service  you 
may  employ  him. 


PRESIDENT     OF     CONGRESS    TO    VIRGINIA    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETT. 

Philadelphia,  April  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  You  will  receive  herewith  the  sum  of  fifty- 
thousand  dollars,  which  I  am  commanded  by  Congress  to 
request  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  exchange 
into  specie,  in  order  to  remit  it  to  the  Continental  Trea- 
surers. 

I  beg,  however,  you  will  not  confine  yourselves  to  that 
sum,  but  exert  yourselves  to  procure  all  the  specie  in  your 
power.  Should  you  be  so  successful  as  to  get  more  than 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  you  will  please  to  draw  for 
all  such  sums  on  the  Paymaster  in  Virginia,  who  has  orders 
to  pay  such  drafts.  Your  zealous  and  uniform  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  America  makes  it  unnecessary  to  use  any 
arguments  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  this  request  of 
Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  servant,       ,         ,t  n      • , 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia. 

P.  S.  Please  to  deliver  the  enclosed  commissions  to  the 
Commissary  and  Mustermaster. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  April  27,  177C. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  resolve  of  Congress,  respecting  the 
Rifle  Battalions  and  Independent  Rifle  Companies,  would 
have  been  transmitted  sooner,  had  it  not  been  omitted 
through  a  mistake. 

I  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  at  this  time  several 
resolves  of  Congress,  relative  to  such  parts  of  your  letters 
as  have  hitherto  come  under  consideration.  I  propose  wri- 
ting more  fully  by  Mr.  Palfrey,  who  will  set  out  for  New- 
York  on  Monday.  In  the  mean  time,  I  have  the  honoui-  to 
be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  at  Hew-  York. 
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JOHN  ADAMS  TO  GENERAL  GATES. 

Philadelphia,  April  27, 1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  tlie  23d,  I  received  yester- 
day, and  it  put  me  ia  a  good  humour,  tiie  benefit  of  wliicii  I 
feel  to  this  moment,  and  shall  continue  to  experience  a  long 
time. 

Were  you  idle  enough  to  read  the  tales  in  the  London 
papers  and  magazines  a  few  years  ago,  concerning  the  Cock- 
Lane  Ghost,  and  the  others  concerning  a  man  of  six  feet 
liigii  who  leaped  into  a  quart  bottle  and  corked  himself  up  ? 
Do  you  remember  that  a  great  part  of  the  nation,  perhaps  a 
majority,  believed  these  marvellous  lies  to  be  tnie?  If  you 
recollect  these  things,  you  will  not  wonder  that  the  tales  of 
Commissioners  to  treat  with  Congress  should  have  gained 
credit  with  many  in  America,  nor  will  you  wonder  that 
many  pretend  to  believe  them  who  do  not. 

I  think  with  you,  that  it  requires  a  faith  which  can  remove 
mountains  to  believe  that  liberty  and  safety  can  ever  be 
hereafter  enjoyed  by  America,  in  any  subjection  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain.  Dependance  and  subordina- 
tion to  Great  Britain,  always  indeterminate  and  nonsensical 
expressions,  if  they  mean  anything,  must  now  mean  perpe- 
tual animosity,  discord,  civil  war ;  encroachment  and  usurpa- 
tion on  one  side,  and  discontent,  mutiny,  sedition,  riot,  and 
resistance,  on  the  other ;  unless  it  terminates  in  downright 
submission,  and  that  no  doubt  would  be  followed  with  perse- 
cution and  imprisonment,  scorn  and  insults,  blocks,  halters 
and  gibbets. 

Your  opinion  of  Indians,  and  the  best  policy  in  our  manage- 
ment of  them,  may  be  right  for  anything  that  I  know ;  but 
as  I  know  little  of  them,  I  always  leave  the  measures  rela- 
ting to  them  to  gentlemen  who  know  a  great  deal.  It  is  said 
they  are  very  expensive  and  troublesome  confederates  in 
war,  besides  the  incivility  and  inhumanity  of  employing 
such  savages,  with  their  cruel,  bloody  dispositions,  against 
any  enemy  whatever.  Nevertheless  such  have  been  the 
extravagancies  of  British  barbarity,  in  prosecuting  the  war 
against  us,  that  I  think  we  need  not  be  so  delicate  as  to  refuse 
the  assistance  of  Indians,  provided  we  cannot  keep  them 
neutral.     I  should  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  this  case. 

That  we  have  been  a  little  tardy  in  providing  for  Canada 
is  true,  owing  to  innumerable  difficulties.  However,  we 
have  been  roused  at  last,  and  I  hope  have  done  pretty  well. 
If  you  think  we  have  not,  let  me  know  it,  and  whatever  you 
may  think  further  necessary,  if  it  is  not  done,  it  shall  not  be 
my  fault. 

I  am  grieved  to  find  the  least  intimation  of  langor  among 
my  countrymen  in  fortifying  Boston  and  its  harbour.  I  have 
not  written  a  letter  since  we  received  news  of  your  success 
in  driving  the  enemy  from  that  town,  without  stuffing  it  with 
exhortations  as  well  as  plans  for  the  fortification  of  that  har- 
bour. Warren  writes  me  that  they  have  sent  a  Committee 
to  fortify  the  harbour,  so  that  I  hope  it  will  be  done.  I  hope 
General  Washington  will  send  one. 

Your  opinion  of  the  difficulties  General  Howe  will  meet 
with  in  attempting  to  get  up  the  St.  Laivrence  early,  gives 
me  great  comfort.     God  send  him  wind  and  sea  enough. 

Am  sorry  to  learn  there  are  so  many  Tories  where  you 
are.  They  must  be  watched.  But  there  is  one  measure 
which  I  think  should  lessen  tlie  number  of  them.  If  the 
Provincial  Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety  could  be  con- 
vinced of  the  propriety,  utility,  and  necessity  of  following 
the  virtuous  and  glorious  example  of  South- Carolina,  in 
instituting  a  complete  Government  in  that  Colony,  I  think 
there  would  be  a  great  revolution  of  sentiment  in  the  city, 
and  through  the  whole  Province,  and  most  of  their  divisions 
and  distractions  removed.  The  Tories  will  have  a  perni- 
cious influence,  and  will  be  indefatigable  in  their  intriguas, 
insinuations,  and  cabals,  in  every  Colony,  while  every  one  of 
them  holds  an  office  under  a  King.  When  "  thrones,  do- 
minations, princedoms,  powers,  "  in  the  language  of  Milton, 
are  excluded  from  their  ideas  of  Government,  Toryism  will 
be  disarmed  of  its  sting. 

You  ask  me  what  you  are  to  think  of  Bobert  Morris  1 
I  will  tell  you  what  I  think  of  him.  I  think  he  has  a 
masterly  understanding,  an  open  temper,  and  an  honest 
heart ;  and  if  he  does  not  always  vote  for  what  you  and  I 
should  think  proper,  it  is  because  he  thinks  that  a  large  body 
of  people  remains,  who  are  not  yet  of  his  mind.  He  has 
vast  designs  in  the  mercantile  way  ;  and  no  doubt  pursues 


mercantile  ends,  which  are  always  gain  ;  but  he  is  an  excel- 
lent member  of  our  body. 

Pray  continue  to  write  me,  for  a  letter  from  you  cures 
me  of  all  anxiety  and  ill-humour  for  two  or  three  days  at 
least,  and  besides  that,  leaves  me  better  informed  in  many 
things,  and  confirmed  in  my  good  resolutions  for  my  whole 
life. 

Yours  without  disguise,  &c.  John  Adams. 

To  General  Gates. 

P.  S.  There  is  a  Major  Wrixon  here,  a  fine  sensible  fellow, 
a  Field  Officer  in  Germany  last  war,  a  man  of  letters,  sense, 
and  spirit,  the  best  principles.  I  wish  you  were  a  Major- 
General  and  he  Adjutant-General.    What  say  you  to  it  ? 


JOHN    JAY     TO    NEW-rOHK  COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Philadelphia,  April  27,  177fi. 

Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  having  been  informed  of  a 
very  extraordinary  oath  ordered  by  Governour  Tryon  to  be 
administered  to  passengers  in  the  late  packet,  whereby  they 
bound  themselves  not  to  disclose  anything  relative  to  A?neri- 
can  affiiirs  except  to  the  Ministry,  have  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee (of  which  I  am  one)  to  ascertain  this  fact. 

I  must  therefore  request  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  appoint 
proper  persons  to  examine  into  this  matter,  and,  if  possible, 
ascertain  the  truth  of  the  report,  by  affidavits  taken  before 
the  Mayor,  or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

servant,  ■,         x 

'  John  Jay. 

To  the  honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony 
of  New-  York. 


JOHN   JAY   TO    COLONEL    MoDOUGALL. 

Philadelphia,  April   27,   1776. 

Dear  Colonel  :  Accept  my  thanks  for  your  friendly 
letter  of  the  I6th  instant,  and  its  enclosures,  which  contain 
useful  as  well  as  agreeable  information.  I  am  glad  to  see 
New-  York  doing  something  in  the  Naval  way,  and  think  the 
encouragement  given  by  your  Convention  to  the  manufacture 
of  arms,  powder,  saltpetre,  and  sea-salt,  does  them  honour. 

Many  of  the  reasons  you  allege  for  delaying  taxation  are 
weighty,  and  I  confess  did  not  occur  to  me.  It  is  certainly 
unreasonable  to  impose  on  the  city,  in  its  present  circum- 
stances, so  great  a  share  of  the  publick  expenses. 

The  late  election,  so  far  as  it  respects  yourself,  has  taken 
a  turn  I  did  not  expect,  and  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for, 
except  on  the  principle  of  your  holding  a  military  office,  or 
that  mutability  which,  from  various  causes,  often  strongly 
marks  popular  opinions  of  men  and  measures  in  times  like 
these.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  reason,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  zeal  you  have  shown  and  the  sacrifices  you 
have  made  in  this  great  cause  will  always  afford  you  the 
most  pleasing  reflections,  and  will  one  day  not  only  merit, 
but  receive  the  gfatitude  of  ygur  fellow-citizens.  Posterity, 
you  know,  always  does  justice.  Let  no  circumstance  of  this 
kind  diminish  your  ardour ;  but  by  persevering  in  a  firm, 
uniform  course  of  conduct,  silence  detraction  and  compel 
approbation. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  attention  to  my 

house ;  and  be  assured  that  I  shall  omit  no  opportunity  of 

evincing  the  esteem  and  sincerity  with  which  I  am  your 

friend  and  humble  servant,  ■,         ■, 

'  John  Jay. 

To  Colonel  J.  McDaugall. 


CASSANDRA    TO    CATO. 


I  have  engaged  in  the  present  political  controversy  with 
a  design  to  be  of  service  to  my  country.  On  an  impartial 
inquiry  into  the  present  state  of  the  British  Constitution,  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  British 
Legislature  to  give  us  security  for  the  future  enjoyment  of 
our  rights  and  liberties  ;  and  on  this  ground  I  have  opposed  a 
reunion.  I  have  examined  everything  advanced  by  you  on 
the  subject,  and  find  them  wide  of  the  mark.  The  point 
with  me  has  ever  been,  what  will  secure  our  liberties  ?  The 
question  of  interest  is  ever  determined  thereby.  Nation- 
al prosperity  and  national  happiness  are  incompatible  with 
national  slavery.  It  is  of  small  consequence  to  America, 
whether  God  has  granted  a  King  to  the  People  of  Britain 
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or  not,  or  whether  the  Constitution  of  their  Government 
answers  excellently  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  Island,  if 
dependance  on  tiiat  excellent  form  of  Government  is  big 
with  slavery  and  ruin  to  America. 

If  you  mean  not  to  hold  your  countrymen  in  suspense 
until  the  day  of  salvation  is  past,  I  call  upon  you  to  prove 
that  Great  Britain  can  offer  any  plan  of  constitutional  de- 
pendance which  will  not  leave  the  future  enjoyment  of  our 
liberties  to  hope,  hazard,  and  uncertainty,  as  the  Forester 
has  finely  expressed  it ;  and  that  if  she  can,  there  is  a 
probability  she  will.  If  the  one  is  impossible,  or  the  other 
altogether  improbable,  yourself  must  acknowledge  it  is  time 
to  part. 

By  the  Constitution  of  Great  Britain,  the  present  Parlia- 
ment can  make  no  law  which  shall  bind  any  future  one. 
For  as  the  author  of  L&t  Parliamentaria,  or  Law  of  Parlia- 
ment, observes,  page  77,  when  treating  of  the  power  and 
authority  of  Parliaments,  "  Though  it  be  apparent  what 
transcendent  power  and  authority  the  Parliament  hath,  and 
though  divers  Parliaments  have  attempted  to  bar,  restrain, 
suspend,  qualify,  or  make  void,  the  power  of  subsequent 
Parliaments,  yet  could  they  never  effect  it.  For  the  latter 
Parliament  hath  ever  power  to  abrogate,  suspend,  qualify, 
explain,  or  make  void,  the  former,  in  the  whole,  or  in  any 
part  thereof,  notwithstanding  any  words  of  restraint,  prohi- 
bition, or  penalty  in  the  former.  For  it  is  a  maxim  in  the 
law  of  Parliament,  quod  leges  posteriores  priores  contraries 
ahrogant.  "  Therefore  should  any  Parliament  give  up,  re- 
nounce, and  forever  quit  claim  to  the  right  of  maldng  laws 
to  bind  us  in  any  case  whatever,  yet  it  can  constitutionally 
stipulate  for  no  longer  than  that  one  sitting.  They  have  as 
full  power  and  authority  to  revive  and  enforce  the  claim  at 
their  next  sitting  as  if  such  renunciation  had  never  taken 
place.  Is  it  wisdom,  then,  or  is  thefb  safety  in  entering  upon 
terms  of  accommodation  with  a  power  which  cannot  stipu- 
late for  the  performance  of  its  engagements  ?  If  we  are  fool- 
ish enough  to  do  this,  must  not  our  future  security  depend 
entirely  on  the  will  of  a  Un'toA  Parliament,  i.  e.  of  a.  British 
Ministry  ?  This,  in  my  opinion,  must  form  an  insuperable 
obstacle  to  reconciliation  in  the  mind  of  every  honest  man 
and  sincere  lover  of  liberty  on  the  Continent. 

A  second  reason  against  reconciliation  is,  that  the  British 
Constitution  is  so  effectually  undermined  by  the  influence  of 
the  Crown,  that  the  People  of  Britain  have  no  security  for 
the  enjoyment  of  their  own  liberties,  and  therefore  America 
can  never  be  safe  in  being  dependant  on  such  a  State. 

The  author  of  "  An  Historical  Essay  on  the  English  Con- 
stitution," printed  ^/mo  1771,  says:  "I  shall  not  hesitate 
to  date  the  decline  of  our  Constitution  from  the  Revolution. 
William  the  Third  and  his  Parliament  began  the  practice  of 
restraining  the  elective  pott'er  of  the  People,  by  the  Legisla- 
tive authority — a  power  that  might  become  ten  thousand 
times  more  dangerous  to  the  elective  rights  of  the  People 
than  the  Crown  could  ever  possibly  be.  For  whenever  the 
active  parts  of  a  Government,  founded  upon  the  connnon 
rights  of  mankind,  shall  usurp  a  power  to  restrain  or  destroy 
those  rights  from  whence  they  derive  their  authority,  that 
State  is  not  far  from  destruction. 

"Thus  the  primary  law  of  our  Constitution,  the  first  prin- 
ciple upon  which  it  was  founded,  which  had  stood  the  test 
of  twelve  hundred  years,  and  been  the  admiration  of  ages, 
was  now  reduced  to  the  common  level  of  a  nuisance,  to  be 
corrected  by  Acts  of  Parliament.  Our  Legislative  authority 
is,  by  its  own  nature,  confined  to  act  within  the  line  of  the 
Constitution,  because  it  is  only  vested  with  a  trust  by  the 
People,  to  the  end  they  may  protect  and  defend  them  in 
their  rights  and  privileges.  And  therefore  it  is  a  contradic- 
tion in  terms  to  say  they  have  a  right  to  consent  to  any  that 
may  restrain  or  destroy  them.  Their  consent  to  this  law 
was  a  notorious  violation  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them. " 
For,  "  upon  this  principle  our  Constitution  may  be  one 
thing  to-day,  and  another  thing  to-morrow.  It  is  this,  and 
that,  or  anything  that  our  Legislative  authority,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  think  proper  to  make  it.  But  the  prevailing 
faction  of  those  days,  after  sowing  divisions  among  the  Peo- 
ple to  destroy  their  power  and  weaken  their  force,  obtained 
a  law,  under  pretence  of  providing  for  the  distemper  of  the 
times,  by  which  they  have  lost — nay,  what  have  they  not 
lost  ?  They  have  lost  the  distinguishing  character  between 
freemen  and  slaves !  They  have  lost  the  distinguishing 
character  of  Englishmen  !     They  have  lost  what  the  most 


tyrannical  of  Kings  of  England  could  never  force  from 
them  !  They  have  lost  what  their  forefathers  have  been 
spending  their  blood  and  treasure  to  defend  for  these  thou- 
sand years !  They  have  lost  the  greatest  jewel  that  ever 
any  People  possessed  !  They  have  lost  their  constitutional 
and  natural  liberty,  their  birthright  and  inheritance  derived 
from  God  and  Nature  !  They  have  lost  their  constitutional 
redress  for  all  their  grievances  !  They  have  lost  their  all, 
their  everything,  by  that  damnable  Septennial  Law.  " 

To  my  quotations  from  this  invaluable  essay,  I  beg  leave 
to  add  the  following,  as  perfectly  applicable  to  America ; 
and  the  foregoing  extracts  will  not  only  justify,  but  enforce 
the  doctrine  it  contains,  to  every  honest  heart : 

"  To  deduce  our  rights  from  the  principles  of  equity,  jus- 
tice, and  the  Constitution,  is  very  well ;  but  equity  and  justice 
are  no  defence  against  power.  You  must  take  your  consti- 
tutional rights  under  your  own  protection,  and  that  quickly 
too,  or  they  will  be  lost  forever.  Piotect  and  defend  thern 
as  the  apple  of  your  eye  from  danger,  or  as  you  would  your 
wives  and  children  from  destruction.  And  never  desist  from 
using  every  remedy  "  in  your  power,  "  till  you  have  esta- 
blished them  on  a  foundation  nevermore  to  be  shaken,  either 
by  King  or  Parliament. "  A  Constitution  that  affords  no 
check  against  its  own  servants  can  yield  no  security  to  us. 

He  who  has  the  nomination  of  the  OfScers  of  Govern- 
ment has  the  whole  power  of  that  Government  in  his  own 
hand,  and  may  do  with  it  as  he  pleases.  This  is  abundantly 
proved  by  the  present  ruinous  state  of  Government  in  every 
Colony,  where  the  King  or  a  Proprietor  had  the  nomination. 
Liberty  will  never  flourish  in  such  a  Government.  "  By 
the  Constitution  of  the  Saxon  Government  (says  the  author 
first  quoted)  no  officer,  either  civil  or  military,  or  even  eccle- 
siastical, could  be  invested  in  his  office,  or  exercise  any  jurLs- 
diction  or  authority  over  freemen,  without  the  free  election  of 
those  freemen  over  whom  he  was  to  exercise  such  authority. 
And  it  is  for  this  reason,  more  especially,  that  the  People  of 
England  were  denominated  free ;  for  that  by  the  ancient 
Laws  and  Constitution  of  the  Kingdom,  they  had  this  just 
and  natural  right,  viz :  the  free  election  of  their  Magistrates 
and  Governours  ;  without  which  our  ancestors  thought  all  our 
liberties  were  but  a  species  of  bondage.  For  of  what  use  can 
liberty  be  to  him  whose  pci-son  or  estate  is  subject  to  officers, 
&LC.,  set  over  him  without  his  consent  ? "  How  different 
from,  and  how  much  superior  to  our  present  form  of  Govern- 
ment, was  the  Saxon,  or  old  Constitution  of  England. 

These  three  considerations  form,  iti  my  opinion,  an  insur- 
mountable obstacle  against  a  reunion  with  Great  Britain. 
The  man  who  has  not  thought  upon  these  points  is  ill  quali- 
fied to  judge  of  the  necessity  of  Independence,  or  the  inevi- 
table ruin  attendant  on  reunion. 

My  objections  are  radical,  reaching  to  the  root  of  the  evil ; 
and  if  a  radical  cure  cannot  be  obtained  in  one  way,  it  ought 
to  be  obtained  in  another.  To  skin  over  the  wound  would 
be  madness.  I  therefore  once  more  entreat  you  either  to 
point  out  a  complete  remedy  for  these  defects,  and  prove  it 
more  easily  attainable  than  a  complete  deliveiy  by  a  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  or  to  give  no  further  opposition  to 
the  measure.  He  who  cannot  see  a  fair  prospect  of  removing 
these  defects,  and  yet  wishes  to  see  America  return  to  a 
state  of  dependance,  has  something  else  in  view  than  the 

liberties  of  his  country.  r< 

•'  Cass.u»dba. 

N.  B.  No  good  man  can  agree  to  any  terms  which  will 
not  give  perfect  security ;  and  a  division  must  therefore  be 
intended  by  every  man  who  attempts  to  prepare  the  minds 
of  the  ignorant  and  unwary  to  accept  of  anything  else.  As 
every  writer  on  the  side  of  dependance  has  hitherto  studiously 
evaded  the  point,  it  appears  theydesign,if  possible,  to  effect 
a  division.  Take  care,  then,  ye  good  Peoph  of  America, 
not  to  be  duped  by  distinguished  Tories. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO   THE    NEW-TORK    COMMITTEE    OF 
SAFETY. 

New  York,  April  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  the  25th,  de- 
livered to  me  yesterday,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that 
it  was  my  design  to  have  included  the  Militia  of  this  city  in 
the  two  thousand  or  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  which 
I  thought  might  be  wanted  upon  an  emergency  ;  but  whether 
common  prudence  may  not  dictate  the  expediency  of  ex- 
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lending  your  views  to  a  greater  number,  in  case  of  necessity, 
is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Board. 

The  signals  whicli  I  intended  should  convey  the  first 
^notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy's  fleet,  you  will  find  in 
the  enclosed  papeir;  but  if  you  will  please  to  appoint  a 
Committee  of  your  body,  I  will  desire  the  Brigadiers  Sulli- 
van, Greene,  and  Ix)rd  Stirling,  to  meet  them,  and  adopt  a 
better,  if  a  better  can  be  thought  of.  New-Jersey  is  already 
advertised  of  these  signals. 

If  the  four  battalions  which  were  directed  to  be  raised  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Colonels  McDoxigall,  Clinton,  Rit- 
zema,  and  fVynlcoop,  are  placed  under  the  immediate  care 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony  by  Congress,  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  how  far  it  is  conceived  that  my  jiow- 
ers  over  them  extend,  or  whether  I  have  any  at  all.  Sure 
I  am  that  they  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  direction  of  both  ; 
and  I  shall  have  no  small  reluctance  in  assuming  an  authority 
I  am  not  vested  with  powers  to  execute ;  nor  will  my  solici- 
tude (further  than  as  a  well-wisher  to  the  cause)  on  account 
of  anns  for,  and  returns  of,  these  regiments  continue,  if  they 
are  not  considered  as  within  the  line  of  my  command.  It 
becomes,  therefore,  my  indispensable  duty  to  be  ascertained 
of  this  matter,  and  to  know  whether  these  regiments  cannot 
be  ordered  out  of  the  Colony,  for  instance  to  ISew-Jersey, 
if  necessity  should  require  it. 

It  would  give  me  singular  pleasure  to  advance  you  the 
sum  asked  for;  but  the  low  state  of  our  cash,  and  heavy 
demands  upon  the  Paymaster,  render  it  altogether  impracti- 
cable at  this  time.  The  Quartermaster  and  Commissary 
are  both  wanting  money,  and  cannot  be  supplied ;  nor  can 
General  Ward  get  what  he  had  sent  for  to  pay  the  five  regi- 
ments to  the  Eastward,  till  a  fresh  supply  arrives,  of  which 
Congress  is  informed.  General  Heath,  since  my  arrival  here, 
has  obtained  a  warrant  upon  the  Paymaster  for  money  to 
replace  the  sum  which  your  Committee  kindly  lent  him ; 
and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  General  Thompson  told 
me  that  he  also  meant  to  do  the  same.  These  matters  shall 
be  inquired  into. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient, and  most  humble  servant, 

Geokge  Washington. 
To  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York. 


FREE  CITIZEN  TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF  NEW-YORK  CITY  COM- 
MITTEE. 

New- York,  April  27,  1776. 
Mr.  Garret  Abeel: 

" Free  Citizen"  presents  his  best  compliments  to  you, 
and  informs  you  that,  by  Lord  Drummond's  orders,  there 
were  sent  to  the  store  of  Hugh  Wallace,  next  door  to  John 
Morton's  dwelling,  four  cases,  which  were  very  heavy,  and 
hooped  with  iron,  containing  military  stores ;  the  cartman 
could  only  carry  two  at  once.  I  am  of  opinion  there  were 
more  than  what  I  saw ;  therefore  please  to  inform  yourself 
further,  as  you  have  it  in  your  power,  being  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  and  a  good  citizen. 
To  Mr.  Garret  Abeel,  Chairman  of  the  City  Committee. 


CAPTAIN   MILLER   TO   GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Ncw-Utrecht,  April  27,  1776. 

I  send  you  this,  by  express,  to  inform  that  at  dawn  of  day 
this  morning  a  small  sloop  came  down  the  river;  the  sentry 
on  Staten-hland  hailed  her,  as  also  those  on  our  side ;  but 
she  would  not  come  to ;  each  of  the  sentries  fired  several 
guns  at  her,  which  she  disregarded,  and  passed  under  a 
smart  breeze  to  the  Asia  man-of-war.  Our  lower  sentry 
informs  me  that  when  she  came  near  the  Asia  she  hoisted 
a  blue  flag,  and  they  sent  out  a  barge  to  meet  her.  I  have 
just  observed  her  going  to  the  Hook.  Where  she  came  from 
I  cannot  learn,  but  imagine  from  New-York.  She  bore  off" 
from  our  shore  so  much  it  was  impossible  we  could  stop  her 

'        =  '  Henry  Miller,  Captain. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief,  New-York. 


it  must  now  be  obtained  by  a  draft  on  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress ;  and  at  the  same  time  informs  us  that  there  is  no 
money  in  the  Treasury. 

A  state  of  what  business  we  have  done,  and  the  necessary 
expense  we  have  gone  into,  will  naturally  show  the  necessity 
we  are  in  for  cash.  We  have  erected  one  large  store-house, 
forty  feet  by  thirty-four;  one  barrack,  eighty  feet  by  twenty, 
two  stories  high,  with  a  cellar  under  the  half  of  it ;  a  bake- 
house, sixteen  feet  by  fourteen ;  a  guard-house,  twenty  feet 
by  fourteen  ;  a  large  necessary,  for  soldiei-s ;  all  which  are 
now  completely  finished  :  a  barrack,  for  officers,  commissary, 
&;c.,  forty  feet  by  twenty,  to  be  raised  this  day ;  a  magazine, 
twelve  by  eighteen  feet,  walls  eight  feet  thick,  so  far  com- 
plete as  turning  the  arch  on  the  top  will  finish  it.  We  have, 
besides  this,  timber  for  another  large  barrack,  eighty  by 
twenty  feet,  which  will  be  the  last  we  intend  building ; 
besides  this,  we  have  the  timber  and  plank  for  the  platform 
of  the  battery.  We  have  been  obliged  to  send  to  Albany 
for  two  loads  of  boards  and  plank.  And  the  boatman's  wages 
for  vessels  to  quarter  the  soldiers  in,  besides  all  the  lime  and 
nails  which  we  have  had  engaged  in  the  country,  have  been 
necessary  articles ;  all  which  have  amounted  to  a  consider- 
able sum,  and  we  are  daily  dunned  for  cash,  and  have  it  not 
in  our  power  to  satisfy  these  demands  on  us,  without  your 
assistance.  We  have,  however,  already  advanced  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  of  our  own  cash,  to  such  persons  as  have  been 
most  in  necessity. 

From  die  above  state  of  facts,  you  will  easily  conceive 
that  we  must  soon  have  a  supply  of  cash,  as  not  only  the 
necessary  materials  for  the  buildings,  but  many  workmen, 
want  their  pay ;  we  therefore  desire  you  will  furnish  us  with 
one  thousand  pounds,  in  cash,  and  please  to  pay  it  to  the 
bearer  hereof.  Captain  John  Berrien,  and  charge  it  to  us, 
for  the  use  of  the  Continent  at  this  post. 

The  battery  goes  on  pretty  well,  considering  the  assistance 
we  have  had.  We  have  one  line  for  mounting  cannon  com- 
plete, except  the  platform,  which  in  a  day  or  two  will  be 
finished.  Another  line,  calculated  to  mount  seven  cannon, 
the  parapet  complete,  and  the  merlons  above  half  up ;  but 
we  seldom  make  out  more  than  between  eighty  and  ninety 
labourers  per  day,  although  we  have  part  of  five  companies 
here — four  Continental  and  one  Minute  company — but  two 
of  them  only  are  full,  and  they  are  Captain  Belknap's  and 
Captain  Billings's ;  Captain  SwartwoiU's  has  now  about 
twenty-two,  and  Captain  Rosekrans's  forty  men ;  Captain 
Drake's  Minute  company  is  reduced  from  fifty-seven  to 
thirty-three  men,  by  means  of  his  men  inlisting  into  the 
Continental  companies.  Numbers  of  the  men  are  sick, 
deserted,  and  gone  home  on  parole,  which  reduces  the 
labourers  to  the  above  number;  and  those  that  do  turn  out 
as  labourers,  for  want  of  proper  officei-s  to  command  them, 
do  but  little,  they  conceiving  themselves  by  no  means  under 
the  command  of  the  Commissioners.  The  little  time  we 
had  Captain  Cushing  to  command  here,  the  men  laboured 
well.  Captain  Billings,  with  his  company,  is  ordered  to 
join  his  regiment,  and  sets  out  on  Monday  next ;  when  he 
IS  gone  we  shall  have  but  a  small  party  for  labourers.  I  am 
of  opinion  that,  in  case  we  could  have  to  turn  out  every 
day  one  hundred  men,  and  the  men  under  such  command 
as  to  work  faithfully  eight  hours  in  a  day,  we  could  complete 
the  whole  work  to  be  done  here  in  about  six  or  seven  weeks, 
at  farthest,  from  this  date ;  that  is,  by  that  time  the  batteries 
would  be  complete  to  mount  thirty-five  or  forty  cannon,  and 
the  buildings  will  be  complete  in  less  time.  But  cash  we 
must  have,  and  beg  you  will  furnish  Captain  Berrien  with 
it  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  due  respect,  your  most  humble 

'  Thomas  Palmer,  for  self. 

Mr.  Gilbert  Livingston  is  now  in  the  country  on  neces- 
sary business  for  the  use  of  this  garrison. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Netv-York. 


THOMAS    PALMER   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Fort  Montgomery,  April  27,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  After  sundry  applications  to  Captain  Ber- 
rien for  cash,  by  letter  from  him  this  day  he  informs  us  that 


general    THOMPSON    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  April  27,  1776. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  on  Thursday,  and  the  whole  party 
got  up  yesterday.  Colonel  Grcaton's  Regiment  marched 
yesterday,  and  I  have  ordered  Colonel  Patterson's  to  fol- 
low him  to-day.  Bond's  to-morrow,  and  Poor's  on  Mon- 
day;  but  as  there  are  not  more  boats  than  will  transport 
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the  baggage  of  one  regiment  at  a  time,  and  those  boats 
cannot  go  to  the  Half-Moon  and  return  the  same  day,  I 
am  apprehensive  I  shall  not  be  able  to  march  more  than 
one  regiment  in  two  days. 

I  passed  Fort  Montgomery  in  the  night,  and  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  viewing  it ;  but,  from  what  I  can  learn,  it 
would  be  proper  to  send  an  Engineer  there,  to  see  how  the 
works  are  laid  out,  and  the  plan  executed. 

Colonel  Baldwin  writes  your  Excellency  concerning  in- 
trenching tools,  and  Captain  Badlam  writes  to  General 
Gates  about  artillery-men,  &ic.  The  bearer.  Captain  Van 
Buren,  will  immediately  proceed  to  this  j)lace  with  such 
articles  as  you  may  think  proper  to  order  for  Canada,  and 
I  believe  everything  they  have  mentioned  is  very  much 
wanted. 

As  soon  as  Colonel  Patterson's  Regiment  marches  from 
hence,  I  shall  go  to  the  Half-Moon,  and  see  that  carriages 
are  provided  to  forward  the  troops  from  that  place ;  and 
shall  take  every  method  in  my  power  to  reach  ^uehcck  as 
soon  as  possible,  though,  from  the  many  carrying-places  and 
embarcations,  I  am  doubtful  whether  we  shall  arrive  in  less 
than  three  weeks. 

I  have  not  heard  any  intelligence  from  Canada  that  can 
be  depended  on,  but  believe,  if  1  can  get  to  Qiiebeck  with 
my  party  before  General  Carlcton  receives  reinforcements, 
all  will  be  well. 

I  understand  that  cash  is  much  wanted,  and  pork  very 
scarce  to  the  northward.  I  hope  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
both  will  be  sent  us. 

Doctor  Adams,  of  the  Eighth  Regiment,  having  resigned. 
Colonel  Poor  requests  Mr.  William  Parker  may  be  appoint- 
ed in  his  stead,  if  agreeable  to  your  Excellency. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Thompson. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  April  27,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  favour  of 
the  15th  instant,  at  Ticonderoga,  on  the  25th,  on  which 
day  the  remainder  of  MaxweWs,  De  Haas's,  and  BurreWs 
Regiments,  moved  from  thence.  I  stayed  to  see  St.  Clair's 
and  their  baggage  across  the  portage  and  embarked,  and  at 
six  in  the  evening  set  out  for  this  place,  which  I  reached  at 
five  yesterday  morning. 

Being  restricted  by  Congress  to  build  no  more  than  one 
hundred  batteaus,  and  eighty  of  these  being  occupied  by 
the  troops  above-mentioned,  General  Thomas,  the  Commis- 
sioners, the  artillery  and  stores,  provisions,  and  Captain  Ste- 
phens's  company,  with  the  mortars  and  shells,  I  have  only 
twenty  new  ones  left,  and  thirty-seven  of  those  built  last 
year;  the  whole  of  which  will  carry  no  more  than  fifteen 
hundred.  I  have,  however,  ventured  to  construct  an  addi- 
tional number ;  and  such  a  number  of  carpenters  are  now 
employed  as  will  daily  build  for  the  conveyance  of  fifty  men. 
Hence,  I  hope  no  considerable  delay  will  be  experienced ; 
but  I  fear  the  troops  in  Canada,  when  joined  by  those  coming 
up,  will  be  in  want  of  pork  before  a  supply  can  be  thrown 
in,  as  we  have  not  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  pork  left 
at  this  place  and  Ticonderoga,  and  those  that  are  gone  in 
could  not  take  more  than  one  hundred  barrels,  exclusive  of 
ten  days'  provisions,  which  was  issued  to  them  at  Ticonde- 
roga. 

Yesterday  afternoon,  Bennett  delivered  me  your  Excel- 
lency's letter  of  the  19th.  I  find  the  troops  are  arrived 
at  Albany,  and  I  fear  they  will  be  much  retarded  in  their 
march  to  Slccneshorough,  for  want  of  carriage,  as  all  the 
forage  in  this  country  is  expended,  and  the  grass  only  begins 
to  peep.  The  season  has  been  remarkably  severe.  The  ice 
had  not  left  the  lake  on  Friday  last,  when  we  crossed,  so  that 
we  were  obliged  to  break  through  the  ice  for  many  miles. 

Enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  on  the  25th  from 
General  Arnold,  together  with  a  return  of  the  ti-oops  before 
Quebeck ;  the  fii-st  I  have  had  from  Canada. 

I  am  perfectly  in  sentiment  with  you,  my  dear  General, 
that  we  ought  to  engage  the  Indians  to  co-operate  with  us ; 
but  I  fear  it  will  be  a  difficult,  if  not  an  impossible  task  to 
accomplish,  unless  Canada  should  be  entirely  in  our  posses- 
sion. You  will  be  able  to  form  an  idea  of  their  present 
temper  and  disposition  from  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  journal 
of  Mr.  Deane,  the  Interpreter. 


I  have  written  to  Mr.  Wisner  for  powder,  and  hope  he 
will  send  some ;  there  is  much  too  little  in  Canada.  The 
licentiousness  of  our  troops,  both  in  Canada  and  in  this 
quarter,  is  not  easily  to  be  described  ;  nor  have  all  my  eflbrts 
been  able  to  put  a  stop  to  those  scandalous  excesses.  I 
shall,  however,  continue  to  give  the  most  pointed  orders, 
and  shall  hope  for  a  more  becoming  conduct  in  future. 

I  have  reason  to  think  that  General  Thomas,  who  left 
Ticonderoga  on  Sunday,  will  reach  (Quebeck  to-day  or  to- 
morrow, and  that  the  Commissioners  will  arrive  about  the 
same  time  at  Montreal.  They  parted  with  me  on  Wcdnes 
dauf  with  a  fair  wind. 

/i[)ur  military  chest  is  exhausted,  and  we  are  deeply  in- 
volved in  debt.  Ten  thousand  pounds  will  hardly  pay  what 
I  am  personally  bound  for  on  the  publick  account.  Should 
it  be  replenished  by  Congress,  how  is  it  to  be  drawn  out  for 
the  current  expense  of  the  day  ?  as  I  cannot  be  justified 
in  granting  warrants  whilst  I  have  the  happiness  to  find  your 
Excellency  in  this  department,  without  your  leave  and  ap- 
probation ;  and  yet  the  force  of  necessity  will  oblige  me  to 
trespass,  before  1  can  be  honoured  with  your  commands  on 
this  head. 

The  vessels  on  LaJv'c  Champlain  are  sufficient  to  convey 
five  hundred  men  to  St.  John's ;  but  no  sailors  are  yet  ar- 
rived. The  Convention  of  New- York  have  been  written  to 
long  since  to  send  them. 

A  vile  ague  seized  me  some  days  ago,  but  Doctor  Frank- 
lin and  the  other  gentlemen  administered  such  a  number  of 
doses  of  Peruvian  bark,  that  it  has  left  me,  and  hope  that  I 
shall  last  at  least  this  campaign.  I  shall  not  fail  to  advise 
you  of  every  occurrence  in  this  quarter. 

Before  1  heard  of  your  arrival  at  New-York,  I  ordered 
all  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment,  which  is  levying  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Albany,  to  this  place  and  Ticonderoga,  excepting 
two  companies,  which  I  judged  it  prudent  to  leave  in  Tryon 
County.  I  also  directed  Colonel  JVynkoop,  with  three  com- 
panies of  his,  to  repair  to  Ticonderoga.  These  will  be  barely 
sufficient  to  send  on  the  provisions  and  stores  for  Canada,  and 
open  a  communication  by  the  way  of  Wood- Creek  to  Lake 
Champlain,  which  Congress  has  ordered  me  to  do ;  but  I 
fear  those  troops  will  not  come  up,  as  1  find  General  PtU- 
nam  had  already  ordered  them  to  New-York.  I  shall  be 
under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  detaining  Van  Schaick's 
Regiment  (which  is  also  raising  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Albany,  and  is  destined  for  Canada)  at  these  posts,  until 
relieved  by  those  I  have  mentioned,  or  some  other. 

If  half  of  those  to  be  employed  on  the  communication  to 
Canada  are  supplied  with  arms,  it  will  suffice,  as  four-fifths 
of  them  must  be  constantly  at  some  kind  of  labour. 

I  am,  with  the  most  affecfionate  and  respectful  sentiments, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  ScHtryLER. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

Return  of  the  Forces  of  the  United  Colonies,  which  passed 
Fort  George,  in  their  way  to  Canada,  between  the  V2th 
and  26th  April,  1776. 


B>:aiMENTs. 


Colouel  Maxwell's 

Colonel  De  H-iasV 

Colonel  BiirrtH's 

Colonel  Van  Schaick's. 

Colonel  Sinclair's,  Mipposetl  to  be  aboui.. 


Total. 


•^   2 


O 


I  1 1  3(1  3li  ^6 


O 


183 

no 

350 

5110 
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Captain  Stephens's,  of  the  Artillery,  unknown,  as  he  went 
by  the  way  of  Otter-  Creek.  Captain  Romans' s  passed  me 
in  the  night,  on  Lake  George. 

Besides  the  above,  part  oT  Porter's,  BurreWs,  Be  Haas's, 
and  MaxiveWs  Regiments,  had  not  reached  Canada,  when 
General  Arnold's  return  was  made. 

Montreal,  April  20,  1776. 

Dear  General:  I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  neglect  in 
not  writing  you  for  so  long  a  time,  when  I  acquaint  you  that 
I  have,  from  time  to  time,  communicated  every  material 
intelligence  to  General  Woostcr,  who,  I  make  no  doubt,  has 
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transmitted  the  same  to  you.  Tlie  1st  instant  he  arrived 
at  the  camp  before  ^iiebeck.  On  tiie  2d,  1  liad,  on  an 
alarm,  occasion  to  mount  my  horse,  who  unhickily  fell  on 
me,  and  violently  bruised  my  lame  leg  and  ancle,  whicli  con- 
fined me  until  the  l"2th,  at  which  time  I  left  the  camp,  and 
arrived  here  yesterday.  Had  I  been  able  to  take  an  active 
part,  I  should  by  no  means  have  left  the  camp  ;  but  as  Ge- 
neral Wooster  did  not  think  proper  to  consult  me  in  any  of 
his  matters,  I  was  convinced  I  should  be  of  more  service 
here  than  in  the  camp,  and  he  very  readily  granted  me 
leave  of  absence  until  recovered  of  my  lameness. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  our  force  before  Qttebeck ;  which  I 
am  sorry  to  say  is  so  very  inconsiderable,  and  illy  supplied 
with  every  requisite  to  carry  on  a  siege,  that  1  am  very 
dubious  of  their  success.  The  2d  instant,  we  opened  a 
battery  of  three  guns,  and  one  howitzer,  on  Point  Levi ; 
another  battery  of  six  guns,  two  howitzers,  and  two  small 
mortai-s,  on  ihe  Heights  of  Abraham,  and  one  of  two  guns 
at  the  traverse,  were  nearly  completed  when  I  came  away. 
To  supply  the  whole,  there  are  only  diree  or  four  tons  of 
powder  and  ten  or  twelve  of  shot,  no  Engineer,  and  few 
artillery-men.  Two  fire-ships — one  at  Orleans,  and  one 
at  Point-aux-Trembles — were  nearly  completed,  to  attempt 
burning  their  ships,  as  soon  as  the  ice  will  admit  of  it.  We 
have  few  seamen  (and  not  one  good  conmiander)  to  man  those 
vessels,  or  1  should  conceive  great  hopes  of  dieir  success. 

Our  Army  are  supplied  with  provisions  to  the  10th  of 
May,  after  wliich  time  their  only  resource  for  meat  is  from 
below.  This  country  (which  is  not  plentiful  at  best)  is  near- 
ly exliausted  of  beef.  We  can  procure  a  supply  of  flour, 
if  furnished  with  cash.  I  am  now  stretching  our  credit  for 
tljat  purjx)se,  which  is  at  a  low  ebb. 

I  cannot  help  lamenting  that  more  effectual  measures  have 
not  been  adopted  to  secure  this  country  in  our  interest,  an 
object  which  appears  to  me  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
Colonies.  Colonel  Hazen,  who  is  a  sensible  judicious  officer, 
and  well  acquainted  with  this  country,  has  shown  me  his  let- 
ter to  you  of  the  1st  instant.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  think  most 
of  his  remarks  but  too  true ;  and  that  if  we  are  not  imme- 
diately supported  with  eight  or  ten  thousand  men,  a  good 
train  of  artillery,  well  served,  and  a  military  chest  well  fur- 
nished, the  Ministerial  troops,  if  they  attempt  it,  will  regain 
this  country,  and  we  shall  be  obliged  to  quit  it ;  the  fatal 
consequences  of  which  are  too  obvious. 

On  my  way  up  I  carefully  examined  the  Rapids  of 
Richelieu,  fifteen  leagues  above  Qitcbeck,  which  appear  to 
me  a  very  important  post.  The  channel  runs  near  the  shore, 
and  few  ships  can  go  up  without  anchoring  near  the  shore, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids,  where  a  battery  of  ten  or  twelve 
guns,  and  three  or  four  gondolas  above,  will,  in  my  opinion, 
effectually  secure  the  pass,  as  no  ships  larger  than  a  frigate 
can  go  up.  I  have  despatched  Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  the 
train,  to  Crown-Point,  for  four  eighteen  and  eleven  twelve- 
pounders,  with  what  shot  are  at  that  place,  for  the  above 
purpose,  as  we  have  very  litde  time  to  fortify.  I  have  di- 
rected him  to  bring  down  a  gondola,  which,  I  am  told,  is  at 
Crown-Point.  We  ought  to  have  six  or  eight  of  them  imme- 
diately, to  secure  the  river,  and  prevent  our  communication 
being  cut  off  with  the  Army  before  ^uebeck.  The  row- 
galley  that  was  at  St.  John's  has  been  driven  over  the  fall 
and  stove  to  pieces,  and  the  gondola  cut  to  pieces,  so  that 
we  have  only  one  gondola,  mounting  a  twelve-pounder,  in  a 
shattered  condition.  Timber  and  plank  for  those  ordered  to 
be  built  here  have  been  procured,  and  nothing  will  be  done 
until  they  arrive  from  below.  Intrenching  tools  are  much 
wanted  ;  we  have  very  few. 

I  have  found  it  necessary  to  order  Colonel  Bedel,  with 
two  hundred  men,  to  the  Cedars,  a  very  important  post, 
fifteen  leagues  above  this,  to  prevent  any  goods  being  sent 
to  the  upper  country,  and  to  guard  against  a  surprise  from 
tiie  enemy  or  their  Indians.  I  have  also  sent  a  Captain 
and  sixty  men  to  Carrinyon.  We  have  left  at  this  garrison 
about  five  hundred  men,  about  half  of  whom  are  waiting  an 
opportunity  to  return  home.  We  are  waiting  with  the  greatest 
anxiety  to  receive  supplies  of  money  and  ammunition  from 
below.  Everything  is  at  a  stand  for  want  of  those  resources, 
and  if  not  obtained  soon,  our  affairs  in  this  country  will  be 
entirely  ruined. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  dear  General,  your 
obedient  and  humble  servant,  Benedict  Arnold. 

To  General  Schuyler. 


A  Return  of  ihe  Troops  before  Q[;ebeck,  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Colonies,  March  30,  1776. 


Regiments. 


Colonel  Warner's.. 


Major  CaHy's 

Colonel  De  Haas's  

Major  Bown's  Detachment. 

General  Woosler'.s.    

Colonel  MtDougall's 


Colonel  Van  SrhaieU's... 

'  Colonel  Clinton's 

Colonel  Holmes's 

Colonel  Livingston's 

General  A  mod's 

C.ipiain  Wool's  Ailillery. 

Colonel  Du^gan's 

Colonel  Maxwell's 

Colonel  Fellows's. 


Total  171!)   Wi;  v!5n: 


8-2 

"38 
4-2 
76 

81 

•2t)' 

91 

aiG 

117 

3l 

12; 

21(i 

8-2 


cc 


271 

50 

i:i2 

4h 
115 


373 

132 

205 
17(1 
1)0 
lUI 

158 
227 
114 

m 

31 

12:{ 

2IK 

82 


Disorders. 


Small-Pox  by  iuocula' 
lion. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Small  Pox,  great  and 

various. 
Various. 
Various. 
Various. 

Various  and  wounded 


Since  which,  have  joined  of  different  Regiments,  350. 

N.  B.  Fifteen  hundred  of  the  above  men  are  at  liberty 
the  15th  of  April;  probably  one-half  of  them  will  be  retain- 
ed in  the  service.  n  • 

Benedict  Arnold. 

extract  of  a  journal,  etc. 

March  2lst,  1776. — Set  out  from  Kanonwaroharo  in 
company  with  the  Oneidas  and  the  deputation  from  the 
seven  Tribes  in  Canada,  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Six 
Nations  at  their  Central  Council-House  at  Onondaga.  In 
our  way  we  stopped  at  Kanaghsorage,  a  small  village  in- 
habited by  the  Onondagas  and  Tuscaroras,  about  sixteen 
miles  west  of  Oneida.  Here  we  spent  four  days.  The 
two  first  were  taken  up  in  condoling  the  death  of  Tharonda- 
wagon,  tlie  principal  Titscarora  Sachem,  who  lately  died  at 
the  German  Flats.  We  were  joined  in  the  condolence  by 
a  large  party  of  the  (^uigogas,  who  overtook  us  here  on  their 
return  home  from  the  Settlements  upon  the  Mohawk  River. 
The  two  last  were  waiting  for  replies  to  several  messages, 
which,  both  before  and  after  our  arrival,  had  been  despatch- 
ed from  this  place  to  Onondaga.  The  Mohawks,  it  seems, 
who  came  from  Niagara  to  attend  the  Congress  at  Onon- 
daga, in  one  of  their  drunken  frolicks,  threatened  to  take  my 
life  if  I  presumed  to  appear  at  the  Council.  The  Sachems 
heard  it  with  concern  ;  and,  as  soon  as  they  were  sober,  ask- 
ed them  wliether  it  was  really  their  fixed  design.  They 
assured  the  Chiefe  it  was,  and  that  my  hfe  should  end  upon 
my  arrival  at  Onondaga.  The  Sachems  seeing  them  de- 
termined in  their  bloody  purpose,  immediately  despatched 
an  express  to  this  place,  to  prevent  my  proceeding  any  fur- 
ther, declaring  that  my  death  would  be  the  certain  conse- 
quence of  my  appearing  at  their  meeting.  This  the  people 
of  the  place  informed  us  of  upon  our  arrival,  and  also  that 
they  had  immediately  despatched  a  messenger  to  Onondaga, 
desiring  to  know  what  they  intended  to  do  in  the  affair,  and 
whether  they  thought  themselves  able  to  recapitulate  the 
speeches  made  by  the  Commissioners,  without  any  assist- 
ance ;  adding,  that  if  they  could  do  it  themselves,  they  would 
consent  to  my  being  absent.  They  assured  us  that  tliey  ex- 
pected an  answer  every  minute.  But  no  answer  arriving, 
the  Oneidas  despatched  another  message  to  the  Onondagas, 
desiring  to  be  informed  whether  it  was  their  full  determina- 
tion that  I  should  not  attend  die  Council,  and  declared  that 
they  would  not  move  from  this  place  until  they  received  an 
answer.  While  we  were  waiting,  arrived  Little  Abraham, 
the  Mohawk  Sachem,  on  his  way  to  the  meeting,  accompa- 
nied by  a  certain  Mohaivk  lately  from  Niagara,  who  was 
confederated  with  the  muixlerous  villains  at  Onondaga. 

There  was  a  meeting  called  upon  their  arrival;  when  Lit- 
tle Abraham  publickly  questioned  the  Mohawk,  whether  he 
knew  of  any  such  desiicns  bein2  formed  against  me.  He 
assured  him  it  would  be  in  vain  to  lie  or  equivocate  in  the 
affair,  for  that  the  truth  would  appear.  The  fellow  appear- 
ed somewhat  embarrassed,  but  at  last  confessed  that  they 
had,  in  their  way  from  Niagara,  in  conjunction  with  some 
of  the  Sejiccas,  agreed  to  make  me  a  prisoner  if  I  came  to 
Onondaga,  or  to  kill  me  in  case  my  friends  should  interpose 
in  my  behalf.     They  seemed  not  only  to  diink  his  account 
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true,  but  that  the  Onondagas  too  much  favoured  their  wick- 
ed designs,  otherwise  they  would,  before  now,  have  banished 
those  evil-minded  persons  from  their  Council-Fire,  and  have 
desired  us  to  proceed. 

No  news  arriving  from  Onondaga,  my  friends  sent  ano- 
ther message  to  the  Onondagas,  desiring  an  immediate 
answer  to  their  firet  message,  and  Abraham,  the  Mohawk, 
engaged  to  talk  with  his  deluded  countrymen,  and  if  possible 
dissuade  them  from  their  cruel  purpose. 

The  25th  instant,  a  messenger  arrived  from  the  Ononda- 
gas, desiring  us  to  proceed  forward  directly,  assuring  me 
that  I  need  not  be  under  any  apprehension  of  danger,  for 
that  these  evil-minded  persons  had  laid  aside  their  wicked 
design.  This  message  arrived  towards  evening ;  where- 
upon a  Council  was  itnmediately  called,  consisting  of  the 
Oneidas,  Caughnawagas,  and  T.\iscaroras,  in  which  it  was 
concluded  best  that  I  should  proceed  with  them  to  Onon- 
daga, after  they  had  engaged  to  defend  me  to  the  utmost  of 
their  power  should  any  violence  be  offered  me,  though 
they  finally  submitted  the  matter  to  my  own  determination. 
A  sense  of  duty  induced  me  to  proceed. 

The  female  Governesses  of  the  town,  and  those  who  were 
present  from  Oneida,  hearifig  of  my  purpose,  took  the  matter 
into  their  consideration,  and  about  eight  in  the  evening  pre- 
sented the  following  speech : 

"Brother:  We,  the  female  Governesses,  take  this  op- 
portunity to  speak  a  word,  and  let  you  know  our  minds.  In 
truth,  our  hearts  have  trembled  and  our  eyes  have  not  known 
sleep  since  you  have  been  here,  while  we  consider  the  dan- 
ger that  appears  to  us  to  threaten  you  at  Onondaga,  and  the 
dreadful  consequences  that  must  ensue,  should  some  fatal 
blow  be  given  you.  We  desire  you  to  consider  well  of 
those  things,  and  to  return  back  from  this  place." 

To  which  the  following  answer  was  made : 
"  Sisters,  female  Governesses  :  I  sincerely  thank  you 
for  what  you  have  said  and  the  concern  you  appear  to  have 
for  my  safety  ;  but.  Sisters,  possess  your  minds  in  peace,  and 
let  it  not  offend  you  if  I  do  not  comply  with  your  request. 
I  am  sent  by  the  great  men  upon  important  business,  and 
must  proceed  as  far  as  directed." 

Early  the  next  morning  a  messenger  was  despatched  to 
the  Onondagas,  to  inform  them  of  our  numbers,  and  desire 
them  to  provide  us  lodgings  upon  our  arrival. 

We  were  met  on  our  way  a  few  miles  from  the  town,  and 
informed  that  we  could  not  all  be  accommodated  together, 
but  must  be  disposed  of  by  two  and  three  in  a  place.  This 
I  perceived  was  very  disagreeable  to  my  companions,  nor  did 
they  fail  to  express  their  suspicions  of  some  unfriendly  de- 
sign. A  consultation  upon  the  affair  was  immediately  held, 
in  which  it  was  determined  to  encamp  all  together  abroad. 
We  marched  from  this  place  in  an  Indian  file,  as  usual,  only 
with  this  difference,  that  the  warriors  were  directed  to  march 
together,  and  take  me  under  their  particular  care.  In  this 
form  we  travelled  till  we  came  within  about  half  a  mile  of 
tlie  Council-House,  where,  about  sunset,  we  encamped  in  a 
grove,  the  hemlocks  furnishing  us  with  beds.  The  next  day 
passed  in  constant,  though  fruitless  expectation,  of  being 
called  to  the  Council ;  but  none  of  the  Sachems  were  to  be 
seen  or  heard  of,  for  father  Bacchus,  it  seems,  had  called 
them  to  a  party  of  pleasure,  in  order,  beforehand,  to  make 
some  compensation  for  the  tedious  abstinence  they  had  to 
observe  during  the  business  of  the  meeting. 

On  the  28th  we  were  called  to  the  Council.  This  day 
was  employed  in  their  usual  introductory  speeches,  viz :  to 
wipe  the  tears  from  each  other's  eyes  mutually,  to  cleanse 
each  other's  seats  from  blood ;  and,  lastly,  quite  to  remove 
that  load  of  grief  which  obstructed  their  utterance,  that  they 
might  freely  disclose  their  minds  to  each  other.  After  tliese 
ceremonies  were  over,  I  made  a  short  speech  to  the  assem- 
bly informing  them  of  my  business  into  their  country,  by 
whom  sent,  Sic.  They  appeared  well  pleased,  and  the 
Speaker  thanked  me  that  I  had  come,  and  desired  me  to  be 
under  no  apprehension  of  danger,  but  possess  my  mind  in 
peace  ;  adding,  that  he  hoped  1  would  send  for  something  to 
wash  the  taste  of  the  tobacco  out  of  their  mouths.  To  which 
it  was  answered,  that  no  provision  had  been  made  for  that 
purpose,  as  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  those  who  kindled 
the  Council-fire  always  provided  wherewith  to  wash  the 
mouths  of  those  whom  they  had  called  to  sit  around  it. 

The  29th :  returned  again  to  the  Council.    The  business 


of  the  day  was  introduced  with  speeches  of  condolence  ad- 
dressed to  the  Caughnawagas  and  Tuscaroras.  After  they 
were  ended,  Teyawanronde,  the  Onondaga  speaker,  an- 
swered the  speeches  of  condolence  made  by  Mr.  liutkr 
and  the  Scnecas  upon  tlie  death  of  Otgtvendagoghte  and 
several  others,  who  were  killed  in  Canada  last  summer  by 
the  arms  of  the  United  Colonies.  Several  new  trees,  as 
they  expressed  it,  were  then  raised  in  the  room  of  those 
who  were  fallen,  and  their  names  published  to  the  Sir  Na- 
tions ;  after  which  Sakayongwaraghton,  the  Seneca  Sachem, 
in  a  speech  he  made  to  the  Oneidas,  informed  them  that  he 
had  heard  they  had  been  to  General  Schuyler  to  ask  leave 
to  go  to  Niagara,  take  Mr.  Butkr  jirisoner,  and  bring  him 
down  to  Albany;  and  also,  that  the  General  was  well 
pleased  with  their  proposal,  and  thanked  them  for  their 
friendship  and  zeal,  and  promised  them  a  reward  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  if  they  would  present  him  with 
either  Mr.  Butkr's  pereon  or  scalp.  He  then  advised  the 
Oneidas,  in  case  the  report  he  had  heard  was  true,  carefully 
to  think  what  they  were  about,  and  not  to  prosecute  their 
designs  any  further.  The  Oneidas,  in  vindication  of  their 
conduct,  repeated  the  whole  affair  from  first  to  last,  and 
showed  that  the  report  was  false  and  malicious.  They 
acknowledged  they  had  heretofore  interposed  in  favour  of 
some  of  their  old  friends  and  neighbours  who  had  involved 
themselves  in  trouble  on  account  of  their  practices  against 
the  Colonies,  but  now  declared  to  the  whole  Confederacy 
that  they  never  would  do  it  again  in  any  instance,  but  let 
the  white  people  conduct  their  own  affairs  as  they  pleased. 
Then  ended  the  business  of  the  day. 

30th. — Five  speeches  of  Colonel  Butler  were  repeated  in 
publick.  The  first  was  to  put  them  in  mind  of  the  Council- 
fire  kindled  last  summer  at  Ostoego,  that  they  might  recol- 
lect the  speeches  then  made  them.  In  the  second,  he  desired 
them  to  consider  and  weigh,  as  it  were  in  a  balance,  the 
speeches  that  should  be  made  to  them  both  by  himself  and 
the  Bostonians,  that  they  might  see  (agreeable  to  the  In- 
dian expression)  who  spoke  most  of  peace.  In  the  third, 
he  told  them  that  he  was  much  grieved  and  almost  ready  to 
weep  to  see  the  division  of  sentiment  that  subsisted  among 
the  Six  Nations,  and  begged  of  them  to  heal  the  breach, 
and  become  of  one  mind.  The  fourth  informed  them  the 
King  would  cross  the  sea  two  months  hence,  to  talk  of 
peace  with  the  Bostonians,  and  that  if  they  would  not 
listen  to  him,  he  would  then  chastise  them.  He  also  ad- 
vised his  brethren,  the  Six  Nations,  to  observe  a  perfect 
neutrality  in  the  present  quarrel,  and  to  mind  nothing  but 
peace.  Lastly,  he  informed  them,  in  his  fifth  speech,  that 
he  was  about  to  kindle  a  Council-fire  at  Niagara,  both  for 
the  Six  Nations  and  the  Western  Tribes,  one  month  and  a 
half  hence,  when  he  would  speak  to  them  of  nothing  but 
peace. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  Colonel  Butler's  speeches 
to  the  Indians  at  the  late  meeting  held  at  Niagara,  as  they 
were  repeated  by  Sorighhowane,  a  Seneca  Sachem,  who 
closed  with  declaring  that  he  had  now  unburdened  his  mind, 
and  laid  the  whole  of  Mr.  Butler's  speeches  before  the 
assembly.  But  two  of  the  Mohawks,  who  were  present  at 
Niagara  when  the  aforesaid  speeches  were  delivered,  de- 
clared soon  after  at  different  times  and  to  different  persons, 
that  the  Sen^cas  had  concealed  one  of  Colonel  Butler's 
speeches.  And  one  of  them  told  another  Mohawk,  a  friend 
of  mine,  that  the  reason  of  their  concealing  it  was  because 
I  was  present,  and  that  he  would  publish  it  himself  before 
the  meeting  was  dissolved,  if  the  Senecas  did  not.  This 
the  Senecas  were  informed  of,  which  soon  proved  produc- 
tive of  another  speech,  addressed  iri  the  name  of  the  Sejiecas, 
Onondagas,  and  Mohawks,  to  the  other  three  tribes  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  proposed  to  their  consideration. 

The  31st  was  taken  up  in  uniting  the  minds  of  the  Con- 
federated tribes,  and  in  mutual  assurances  of  their  fixed  deter- 
mination to  observe  a  strict  neutrality  in  the  present  quarrel ; 
and  that  they  would  invariably  pursue  the  paths  of  peace, 
and  also  in  framing  replies  to  Colonel  Butkr's  speeches. 

April  1st. — A  speech  was  addressed  in  the  name  of  the 
Senecas,  Onondagas,  and  Mohawks,  to  the  other  tribes  in  the 
Confederacy,  in  which  was  propsed  to  their  consideration 
the  propriety  of  addressing  the  Commissioners  direcdy,  repre- 
senting the  distressed  situation  the  Six  Nations  were  reduced 
to,  for  want  of  clothing,  powder,  &ic.,  and  to  request  a  trade 
as  usual,  particulariy  that  the  door  might  be  opened  at  Que- 
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beck,  for  goods  to  pass  that  way  into  thuir  country.  The 
passage  ^t  Fort  Stanwijc  was  also  to  be  mentioned,  which 
they  were  to  desire  not  to  be  stopped.  This  was  proposed 
to  them,  and  the  propriety  of  making  such  an  address  sub- 
mitted to  their  determination. 

The  affair  was  deferred  until  to-morrow.  This  afternoon 
the  speeches  delivered  by  the  Commissioners,  at  a  late  treaty 
held  at  Albany,  were  repeated  to  the  whole  assembly,  who 
were  convened  for  that  purpose,  upon  a  large  green  before 
the  Council-House.  The  speeches  seemed  to  engage  their 
attention,  and  pretty  general  approbation,  though  it  ap- 
peared to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  that  the  belts  were 
not  to  be  returned,  or  exchanged,  as  the  Commissioners 
had  desired  that  their  talk  might  remain  at  Onondaga,  as  a 
testimony  to  after  generations  of  the  love  and  affection  of 
the  Twelve  United  Colonies.  U|)on  our  return  to  our 
encampment  this  evening,  the  subject  of  the  address  was 
introduced,  and  unanimously  disapproved  of  by  tlie  Oneidas, 
the  Tiiscaroras,  and  the  deputation  from  the  seven,tribes  in 
CaTutda. 

The  next  morning,  the  Quigogas  came  to  see  their  bre- 
thren, the  Oneidas,  and  desired  to  know  their  sentiments 
respecting  the  propriety  of  the  address.  The  Oneidas  an- 
swered, that  they  had  disapproved  of  such  an  address  at 
present,  and  could  wish  to  have  the  Six  Nations  exercise 
patience  a  little  while  longer,  and  defer  the  matter  till  some 
future  meeting,  at  Albany,  which  they  expected  would  be 
some  time  the  ensuing  summer.  The  (^uigogas  were  much 
dissatisfied  with  this  reply,  and  msisted  that  the  address 
ought  to  be  presented  as  soon  as  possible,  upon  the  meeting 
of  the  Council. 

The  Oneidas,  in  a  decent  manner,  delivered  their  senti- 
ments respecting  the  matters  submitted  to  their  determina- 
tion, together  with  their  reasons,  &ic.,  and  desired  it  might  at 
least  be  deferred  till  some  future  meeting,  at  Albany.  The 
SenecaSjOnondagas,  and  Mohawks,  immediately  went  out  to 
consult  upon  the  afiair.  While  they  were  out,  the  account 
of  the  reduction  o^ Boston  arrived  ;  and  upon  their  coming  in, 
being  told  that  I  had  received  a  letter  from  General  Schuy- 
ler, desired  to  hear  the  contents  of  it  directly.  I  read  them 
the  speech  addressed  by  the  General  to  the  Six  Nations, 
giving  an  account  of  the  above  important  transaction.  A 
variety  of  passions  appeared  in  the  faces  of  the  assembly 
upon  the  recital.  Some  seemed  much  elated  with  joy,  and 
others  as  much  depressed  with  vexation  and  disappointment. 
Tegawanonde,  the  Onondaga  speaker,  then  proceeded  to 
answer  the  Oneidas,  and  finally  declared  that  such  a  speech 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Commissioners,  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  Six  Nations ;  adding  that  there  would  be  an  altera- 
tion in  their  minds,  if  their  requests  were  not  complied  with. 
Saghnagenrat,  an  Oneida  Sachem,  then  rose  and  expressed 
his  joy  and  thankfulness,  that  they  had  determined  to  peti- 
tion for  a  trade,  as  usual ;  to  desire  that  the  passage  by  Fort 
Stanwix  might  not  be  shut  up  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
Colonies  ;  but  particularly,  that  they  had  determined  to  have 
the  door  open  for  goods  to  come  up  from  (^uebeck.  He 
assured  them  that  he  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  the  King's 
finding  a  passage  that  way  into  the  country  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, '•  who  will  then  (said  he)  be  a  happy  people  indeed. 
And  as  for  your  belt,  by  which  you  mean  to  speak,  it  will, 
upon  the  first  sight  of  it,  bear  away  the  mind  of  Thoniyou- 
dakayon,  (General  Schuyler,)  and  you  will,  without  doubt, 
obtain  your  whole  request."  This  ironical  foim  of  address 
was  heard  in  much  silence  by  the  opposite  party,  though  I 
suppose  they  will,  notwithstanding,  persevere  in  their  design, 

Saghnagenrat  then  addressed  himself  to  the  whole  assem- 
bly, and  assured  them  that  the  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras  were 
unalterably  fixed  in  their  determination  not  to  interfere  in 
the  present  quarrel,  or  endeavour  to  obstruct  or  hinder,  by 
words  or  otherwise,  any  of  the  military  operations  of  the 
contending  parties,  while  they  themselves  were  uninjured  ; 
which  was  fully  confirmed  by  a  speech  delivered  by  one  of 
the  principal  warriors  of  the  Oneida  and  Tuscarora  tribes. 

The  Oneidas,  &ic.,  could  not  account  for  the  perseverance 
of  the  Senecas,  Sic,  in  their  design  of  addressing  the  Com- 
missioners, any  other  way  than  by  su])posing  that  Colonel 
Buiier  had  made  a  speech  to  them  for  that  purpose,  as  after- 
wards, by  the  confession  of  a  particular  person,  appeared 
really  to  be  the  case ;  and  was,  I  suppose,  the  speech  which 
the  Senecas  concealed  from  the  publick,  on  account  of  my 
being  present. 


This  day  the  Council-fire  was  extinguished.  This  even- 
ing the  Quigogas  came  to  see  us,  and  settled  all  difficulties 
subsisting  between  them  and  their  brethren,  the  Oneidas, 
and  renewed  and  strengthened  their  ancient  covenant  of 
brotherhood,  &c. 

Ad. — Sc:t  out  from  Onondaga,  and  arrived  safe  at  Oneida, 
without  meeting  anything  very  worthy  of  observation. 

The  above  sketch  of  the  late  transactions  at  Onondaga 

are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  honourable  Commissioners 

for  Indian  Afiairs,  in  the  Northern  Department,  by  their  very 

humble  servant,  ,  y^ 

'  James  Ueane. 


GENERAL  THOMAS  TO  GENEEAL  WASHINGTON. 

Montreal,  April  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  so  unfortunate,  by  reason  of  the  lakes 
being  blocked  with  ice,  as  not  to  be  able  to  reach  this  city 
until  last  evening ;  and  the  troops  which  were  at  Albany  and 
Fort  George,  waiting  for  the  opening  of  the  lakes,  hare  not 
yet  arrived  on  this  side ;  but  as  they  are  on  their  way,  hope 
to  see  them  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  inform  myself  from  General  ^r- 
nold,  and  other  gentlemen  in  this  city,  of  the  state  of  our 
Army  before  Quebeck,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Province 
of  Canada.  I  find  that  the  troops  who  engaged  only  to  the 
loth  of  April  are  mostly  on  their  return  home,  and  cannot 
be  prevailed  upon  to  continue  longer  in  the  country ;  and  by 
the  inforn)ation  given  me,  have  no  reason  to  expect  that 
when  those  who  are  on  their  way  here  shall  arrive,  the  whole 
will  much  exceed  four  thousand,  exclusive  of  the  small  num- 
ber of  Canadiam,  who  have,  and  are  likely  to  engage  in  the 
Continental  service. 

The  artillery,  powder,  fee,  are  not  yet  arrived,  and  little 
or  no  preparations  made,  as  I  expected  there  would  have 
been,  for  the  defence  of  the  country ;  not  an  artificer,  as  I 
can  find,  for  building  boats  or  floating  batteries,  which  are, 
in  my  opinion,  very  necessary  to  defend  the  river,  nor  a  per- 
son who  understands  the  use  of  artillery,  except  those  who 
are  confined  in  Quebeck.  The  provisions  are  not  more  than 
sufficient  to  victual  the  troops  to  the  10th  of  May,  and  the 
Continental  currency  has  but  little  credit,  which  makes  it 
extremely  difficult  to  discharge  the  debts  contracted  among 
the  inhabitants,  whose  dispositions  are  not  so  friendly  as  here- 
tofore, owing  partly  to  their  not  being  paid  so  punctually  for 
their  services  as  they  were  promised,  and  partly  to  their  dis- 
appointment in  not  seeing  the  number  of  troops  coming  into 
the  country  which  they  had  been  taught  to  expect.  When 
I  mention  the  quantity  of  provisions,  I  mean  the  provisions . 
already  here,  exclusive  of  three  hundred  barrels  of  pork 
which  General  Schuyler  is  sending  forward. 

The  Committee  of  Congress  have  not  yet  arrived  ;  and 
unless,  on  their  arrival,  they  can  give  credit  to  the  Continental 
currency,  we  shall  be  subjected  to  many  inconveniences.  1 
am  not  at  present  able  to  make  out  a  perfect  return  of  the 
troops  here,  but  shall  as  soon  as  in  my  power. 

From  the  situation  of  things,  your  Excellency  will  judge 
whether  double  the  number  of  troops  mentioned  above  will 
be  more  than  sufficient  for  the  defence  of  this  Province, 
should  there  be  a  reinforcement  of  the  Ministerial  troops,  as 
there  is  the  utmost  reason  to  suppose  there  will  be,  as  soon 
as  the  navigation  of  the  river  will  permit,  especially  consider- 
ing the  little  dependance  that  is  to  be  made  on  the  Cana- 
dians. 

1  should  have  been  happy  could  I,  consistently  with  truth, 
have  given  a  more  pleasing  account  of  the  state  of  our  affairs 
in  Canada  ;  but  it  is  my  duty  to  represent  facts  as  they  are. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  t         rr 

'  John  Ihomas. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington, 


GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  April  27,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  favoured  with  your  two  letters  of  the  20th  and 
22d  instant.  Of  the  lead  ore  which  is  raising  at  Middktown, 
in  this  Colony,  but  a  small  quantity  is  yet  smelted.  The  work 
is  going  on,  and  hope  you  may  be  supplied  with  lead  from 
thence  ere  long.  We  are  not  furnished  with  as  experienced 
workmen  as  we  could  wish  ;  the  only  workman  whose  expe- 
rience may  be  depended  on  is  at  present  unfit  for  duty. 
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Some  arms  are  wanted  to  furnish  our  troops  at  New-Lm- 
don;  we  have  nearly  sufficient  for  that  purjwse.  When 
those  are  sup))iieci,  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  furnish  some 
for  the  Continental  service.  Our  Assembly  is  near  sitting. 
Shall  consult  them  on  the  subject  of  your  requests. 

The  quantity  of  powder  arrived  in  this  Colony  on  Conti- 
nental account  is  not  so  large  as  was  represented.  This 
Colony  has  powder  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  which  is  pro- 
posed to  be  exchanged  for  what  is  here.  VVhether  this  will 
take  place,  am  not  yet  acquainted.  I  promise  myself  that 
this  Colony  will  be  refunded  the  quantity  mentioned  in  mine 
of  the  16th  February  last,  which  was  lent  for  Continental 
service :  the  security  of  this  Colony  rendei-s  it  absolutely 
necessary. 

The  account  I  mentioned  to  you  at  Norwich,  I  have  de- 
sired the  Commissary-General  to  receive  the  money  for;  the 
vouchers  are  already  transmitted,  and  I  suppose  are  in  your 
hands. 

I  am,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  sir,  your  most  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  j  „ 

Jonathan  Irujibull. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


GOVEKNOUR  TRUMBULL    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  4,  1776.] 

Lebanon,  April  27,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  with  the  commis- 
sions, &Z.C.,  directed  to  our  General  Assembly,  are  received, 
and  will  be  laid  before  them ;  likewise  another  of  the  17th, 
with  the  enclosure  for  Commodore  Hopkins.  After  perusal,  I 
immediately  sealed  and  forwarded  it,  agreeable  to  direction. 
I  wrote  to  Mr.  Sliaw  to  furnish  me  with  intelligence,  that  I 
might  act  agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  the  resolves  of  Con- 
gress.  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  his  letter  and  enclosure  to  me. 

Fortifying  the  harbour  of  New-London,  and  securing  the 
navigation  of  the  Sound  to  the  Colonies,  are  objects  which 
demand  the  most  serious  and  early  attention. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  ,  m 

Jonathan  Trumbull. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress. 

New-London,  April  25,  1776. 

Sir:  Enclosed  is  an  invoice  of  the  weight  and  size  of 
thirty-four  cannon  received  from  Admiral  Hopkins,  ten  of 
which  are  landed  at  Groion,  viz  :  three  twenty-four-pound- 
ders,  two  eighteen-pounders,  and  five  twelve-pounders.  The 
remainder  are  at  New-London,  and  are  mostly  fitted  on  car- 
riages. He  has  landed  a  great  quantity  of  cannon  ball,  and 
shall  pick  out  such  as  are  serviceable.  Mr.  Ledyard,  I  sup- 
pose, has  carriages  already  made  for  the  guns  at  Groton ; 
so  that  we  shall  have  the  carriages,  rammers,  Sic,  ready  to 
pay  a  compliment  to  any  of  the  British  ships,  let  them 
come  as  soon  as  they  please. 

The  mortars  and  shells  General  Washington  desired  might 
be  sent  to  New-  York ;  and  the  Admiral  has  sent  them. 
The  remainder  of  the  cannon  are  partly  sent  to  Newport, 
and  part  on  board  the  fleet,  which  he  wants  to  carry  to  New- 
port. I  showed  him  the  resolve  of  Congress  relative  to 
their  being  delivered  here ;  but  he  says  they  cannot  be  taken 
out. 

The  nine-pounders  are  but  ordinary  guns,  the  others  are 
all  very  good  and  new.     Colonel  Knox,  a  gentleman  whom 


GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  April  87,  1776. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honour  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  18th  instant,  and  immediately  took  measures  for  carry- 
ing your  designs  respecting  the  vessels  into  execution. 

1  have  enclosed  a  letter,  containing  accounts,  Stc,  from. 
Doctor  Broum ;  and  an  account  from  Mr.  Singletary,  and 
wait  your  directions  respecting  them.  There  are  several 
accounts,  similar  to  Mr.  Singletary's,  yet  unsettled.  Should 
your  Excellency  approve  "those  accounts,  they  cannot  be 
paid  until  the  arrival  of  more  money. 

1  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 
^  Artemas  Ward. 

To  General  Washington. 

Boalon,  April  27,  1776. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington  : 

Sir  :  The  Petition  of  Stephen  Brown,  Physician,  humbly 
showeth,  that  on  the  23d  of  September  was  passing  up  Ken- 
nebeck  River,  and  was  called  upon  by  Mr.  Joseph  Farns- 
worth,  Commissary  of  the  Provincials,  (bound  on  an  expedi- 
tion to  ^uebeck,)  to  attend  all  the  sick  that  came  within  the 
sphere  of  my  visitings  up  and  down  the  river,  and  strictly 
enjoined  it  on  me  to  attend  them  with  the  utmost  of  my  skill 
and  vigilance.  I,  according  to  his  desire,  attended  all  that 
came  within  the  compass  of  my  practice,  and  traveled  even 
to  the  distance  of  fifty  miles  up  river  above  Fort  Halifax, 
and  twenty  miles  down  river  at  Brunswick  Fort,  with  the 
utmost  fatigue,  the  roads  being  bad  and  difficult  to  find.  Pros- 
trating (my  accounts  with  my  orders  irom  the  Commissary) 
before  you,  considering  the  trouble  of  traveling  from  the 
eastward  to  Boston,  which  is  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles,  for  my  reasonable  compensation,  leaving  my 
patients  at  the  same  time,  I  hope  you  will  consider  me, 
benevolent  sir. 

May  this  be  worthy  your  mature  consideration,  so  far  as 
tends  to  my  honest  satisfaction ;  which  is  the  humble  depre- 
cation of  your  Excellency's  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 

'  Stephen  Brown. 


COLONEL   MCINTOSH   TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Savannah,  in  Georgia,  April  28,  1776. 

Sir:  I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  the  16th  of  February 
and  8th  o( March,  to  which  please  to  be  referred ;  and  now 
enclose  you  a  report  of  our  battalion,  made  to  me  this  day, 
which  I  deferred  sending  you  before,  in  expectation  of  our 
officers  coming  in  with  all  their  recruits ;  but  the  distance 
they  were  obliged  to  go  rendered  it  impossible. 

I  am  informed  that  Captain  Colson  is  on  his  way,  with 
his  company  nearly  complete ;  and,  with  the  other  recruiting 
officers,  may  make  above  seventy  or  eighty  men  more  than 
the  report ;  and  is  altogether  above  half  the  complement  of 
the  battalion,  which  is  more  than  the  oldest  battalion  mSouth- 
Carolina  can  boast  of  yet,  though  near  twelve  months'  stand- 
ing, and  their  encouragements  so  much  greater,  their  bounty 
being  twenty-five  pounds.  South- Carolina  currency,  with  the 
like  sum  for  clothes,  besides  their  rations  and  pay,  which  is 
also  better  than  ours.  And  if  the  ease  in  which  the  poorest 
people  generally  live  in  the  Southern  Colonies,  and  the  pre- 
judice they  have  to  any  regular  service,  on  account  of  the 
restraint  tha:t  anything  of  a  strict  discipline  requires,  is  con- 
sidered, I  flatter  myself  your  Excellency  will  think  we  have 
General  Washington  desired  to  take  a  particular  view  of    not  been  idle.     Chief  of  the  men  are  inlisted  for  twelve 


the  harbour,  thinks  that  it  would  be  best  to  have  four  of  the 
twelve-pounders  mounted  as  field-pieces — two  on  each  side 
of  the  river ;  which  you  will  consider  of. 
I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun. 
To  Govemour  Trumbull. 

P.  S.  When  all  the  shot  and  iron  wheels  are  landed,  will 
send  you  an  account  of  the  number  of  each  and  size. 


Invoice  of  thirty-four  Cannon,  received  of  Admiral  Hop 
KINS,  viz: 


months  ;  some  for  eighteen ;  and  a  few  who  would  not  en- 
gage for  more  than  six  months,  whom  I  have  admitted,  as  1 
had  no  directions  about  the  time,  and  could  not  tell  how 
soon  we  might  have  occasion  for  them. 

Our  Province  allows  six  dollars  per  man,  inlisting  money; 
and,  upon  application,  have  raised  it  now  to  eight  dollars ; 
which  is  still  too  little  for  the  bounty  of  the  men,  and  ex- 
pense of  the  officer,  whose  pay  is  so  small  that  they  can 
barely  afford  to  live  in  an  extravagant  country  like  this, 
where  there  are  no  kind  of  manufactures,  and  the  small  re- 


mains of  goods  advanced  to  two  or  three  hundred  per  cent. 
Indeed,  I  fear  we  shall  be  at  the  greatest  loss  to  make  out 
3  twenty-four-pounders,  2  eighteen-pounders,  5  twelve-    clothing  of  any  kind  for  them,  or,  what  is  far  worse,  proper 
pounders,  sent  to  Groton;  8  twenty-four-pounders,  2  eigh-     arms. 

teen-pounders,  4  twelve-jwunders,  10  nine-pounders,  left  in         The  officers  who  are  not  recruiting,  employ  all  their  time 
New-London.     The  nines  are  old  poor  guns.  in  training  themselves  and  the  battalion ;  on  wliich  specta- 

FouRTH  Series. — Vol.  v.  70 
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tors  are  pleased  to  pay  high  compliments  for  the  proficiency 
ihey  have  already  mado,  and  appearance  of  the  men,  &ic. 

The  Raven  and  Cherokee  are  the  only  two  shij)s-of-war 
which  remain  now  stationed  at  Tybee,  in  the  niouth  of  Sa- 
vannah River;  with  whom  we  have  no  kind  of  conimunica- 
4ion. 

Several  armed  vessels  infest  our  other  inlets  to  the  south- 
■ward,  and  made  several  captures,  which  we  cannot  prevent, 
as  we  have  not  a  single  vessel  of  any  force ;  but  they  have 
always  been  driven  off  the  shore  when  they  attempted  to 
get  a  supply  of  provision. 

We  are  informed  there  are  two  thousand  men  now  in  St. 
Augustine,  lately  arrived,  and  that  they  expect  more  daily  ; 
but  this  wants  confirmation,  as  1  think  in  that  poor,  starved 
Colony,  they  must  be  much  pinched  for  provision.  This 
Province  is  now  raising  a  troop  of  sixty  horse,  to  prevent 
their  getting  any  cattle  from  our  Southern  boundary ;  and 
another  troop,  of  a  like  number,  to  protect  our  Western  set- 
tlements from  the  insults  of  iftt/tan*,  who  are  like  to  be  trou- 
blesome. 

All  things  considered,  I  certainly  think  this  Colony  should 
have  a  considerable  force  to  defend  and  secure  it,  as  its  safe- 
ty is  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  great  cause  of  the 
Continent.  The  troops  of  our  neighbouring  Province  are 
all  upon  Provincial  establishment,  and  at  a  distance ;  there- 
fore, their  assistance  may  depend  upon  many  circumstan- 
ces. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Excellency's  most  obedi- 
ent  and  most  humble  servant,         Lachlan  McIntosh. 

To  His  Excellency  George  fVastington,  Esq.,  General  and 
Commander-in-Chief. 


A  Return  oftlic  strength  of  the  Georgia  Battalion,  April 
28, 1776. 


COMPANIEa. 


Captain 
Capiain 
Capiaia 
Cnptain 
iCnpiain 
Capiain 
Capiain 
Captain 


Francis  Harris's. . . . , 

Oliver  Bowen's 

John  Mclnlosh's .... 

Arthur  Carney's 

Thomas  Chisiiolm's. 

John  Green's 

Chesley  Bostick's.. .. 
Jacob  Colson's 


Total. 


15 


24 


18 


23B 


A  Return  of  the  present  state  of  the  Georgia  Battalion, 
April  28,  lllQ: 


On  Guard 

For  Guard 

On  Furlough 

Keciuiting 

Sick 

Auendina;  Sick... . 

Armourers 

Prisoners 

Offii'ers'  Servants.. 
Off  Duty 


Total 8  15 


O 


w 


18 


5  24  18 


30 
30 
11 

1 
10 

2 

5 

10 
136 


3-236 


24  Sergeants,  18  Corporals,  5  Drummers,  3  Fifcrs,  236  Rank  and  File — 
286  enrolled.  By  the  information  I  have,  I  suppose  our  recruiting 
ofiiccrs  may  have  about  levcnty  or  eighty  men  more,  who  are  not 
come  in  yet. 

Lachlan  McIntosh,  Colonel. 

-Savannah,  in  Georgia,  April  28,  1776. 

Colony  q/" Georgia  : 

Whereas  the  unwise  and  iniquitous  system  of  Administra- 
lion,  obstinately  persisted  in  by  the  British  Parliament  and 
MioisUy  against  the  good  People  oi  America,  hath  at  length 


driven  the  latter  to  take  up  arms,  as  their  last  resource,  for 
the  preservation  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  which  God  and 
the  Constitution  gave  them  : 

And  whereas  an  armed  force,  with  hostile  intentions 
again.'Jt  the  People  of  this  Pix)vince,  having  lately  arrived 
at  Cockspnr,  his  Excellency  Sir  James  H'right,  Baronet,  the 
King's  GovernourofG'eor^'rt,  in  aid  of  the  views  of  Admi- 
nistration, and  with  a  design  to  add  to  those  inconveniences 
which  necessarily  flow  from  a  state  of  confusion,  suddenly 
and  une\])ectedly  withdrew  himself  from  his  Government, 
carrying  off  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Province  with  him : 

And  whereas,  in  consequence  of  this  and  other  events, 
doubts  have  arisen  with  the  several  Magistrates  how  far 
they  are  authorized  to  act  under  their  former  appointments, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  them  have  absolutely  refused  to  do 
so,  whereby  all  judicial  powers  are  become  totally  suspend- 
ed, to  the  great  danger  of  persons  and  property: 

And  whereas,  before  any  general  system  or  fonn  of  Go- 
vernment can  be  concluded  upon,  it  is  necessary  that  appli- 
cation be  made  to  the  Continental  Congress  for  their  advice 
and  directions  upon  the  same ;  but,  nevertheless,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  things,  it  is  indispensably  requi.site  that  some 
temporary  expedient  be  fallen  upon  to  curb  the  lawless  and 
protect  the  peaceable : 

This  Congress,  therefore,  as  the  Representatives  of  the 
People,  with  whom  all  jx)wer  originates,  and  for  whose 
benefit  all  Government  is  intended,  deeply  impi-essed  with  a 
sense  of  duty  to  their  constituents,  of  love  to  their  country, 
and  inviolable  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  ylmencfl,  and 
seeing  how  much  it  will  tend  to  the  advantage  of  each  to 
preserve  rules,  justice,  and  order — do  take  upon  them  for  the 
present,  and  until  the  further  order  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, or  of  this  or  any  future  Provincial  Congress,  to  de- 
clare, and  they  accordingly  do  declare,  order,  and  direct, 
that  the  following  Rules  and  Regulations  be  adopted  in  this 
Province — that  is  to  say : 

1st.  That  there  shall  be  a  President  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  appointed  by  ballot,  in  this  Congress,  for  six  months, 
or  during  the  time  above  specified. 

2d.  That  there  shall,  in  like  manner  and  for  the  like  time, 
be  also  a  Council  of  Safety,  consisting  of  thirteen  persons, 
(besides  the  five  Delegates  to  the  General  Congress.)  ap- 
pointed to  act  in  the  nature  of  a  Privy  Council  to  the  said 
President  or  Commander-in-Chief. 

3d.  That  the  President  shall  be  invested  with  all  the 
Executive  powers  of  Government  not  inconsistent  with 
what  is  hereafter  mentioned,  but  shall  be  bound  to  consult 
and  follow  the  advice  of  the  said  Council  in  all  cases  what- 
soever ;  and  any  seven  of  the  said  Council  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum for  the  purpose  of  advising. 

4th.  That  all  the  Laws,  whether  common  or  statute,  and 
the  Acts  of  Assembly  which  have  formerly  been  acknow- 
ledged to  be  of  force  in  this  Province,  and  which  do  not 
interfere  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Continental  or  our  Pro- 
vincial Congresses,  and  also  all  and  singular  the  Resolves 
and  Reconmiendations  of  the  said  Continental  and  Provin- 
cial Congresses,  shall  be  of  full  force,  validity,  and  effect, 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

5th.  That  there  shall  be  a  Chief  Justice  and  two  Assis- 
tant Judges,  an  Attorney -General,  a  Provost-Marshal,  and 
Clefk  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  appointed  by  ballot,  to  serve 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress.  The  Court  of  Ses- 
sions, or  Oyer  and  Terminer,  shall  be  opened  and  held  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  June  and  December,  and  the  former 
rules  and  method  of  proceeding,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  shall 
be  observed  in  regard  to  summoning  of  Juries,  and  all  other 
cases  whatsoever.     ' 

6th.  That  the  President  or  Commander-in-Chief,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Council  as  before-mentioned,  shall  ap- 
point Magistrates  to  act,  during  pleasure,  in  the  several 
Parishes  tliroughout  this  Province ;  and  such  Magistrates 
shall  conform  themselves  as  nearly  as  inay  be  to  the  old 
establishment,  fonn,  and  methods  of  proceeding. 

7th.  That  all  Legislative  jMwcrs  shall  be  reserved  to  the 
Congress ;  and  no  person  who  holds  any  place  of  profit, 
civil  or  military,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  Member  either  of  the 
Congress  or  Council  of  Safety. 

8th.  That  the  following  sums  shall  be  allowed  as  salaries 
to  the  respective  Officers,  for  and  during  the  time  they  shall 
serve,  over  and  besides  all  such  perquisites  and  fees  as  have 
been  formerly  annexed  to  the  said  Officers  respectively : 


1109 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  APRIL,  1776. 


1110" 


To  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief,  at  and 

after  the  rate,  per  annum,  of  (sterhng)      ...  £300 

To  the  Chief  Justice,  Do. 100 

To  the  Attorney-Genera],    Do.     ...---        25 

To  the  Provost-Marshal,      Do. 60 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Court,  Do. 50 

The  above  is  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ordered  to 
devise  a  temporary  Constitution  or  form  of  Government, 
with  the  Amendment  made  in  Congress  scratched  out,  April 
15, 1776,  which  Colonel  Mcintosh  begs  leave  to  enclose. 


EDMUND  PENDLETON  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Williamsburgh,  April  28,  1776. 

Gentlemf.n  :  In  Committee  of  Safety  we  have  received 
intelligence  from  AortA- Cnro/mrt  that  they  are  sending  ofi' 
a  number  of  their  Tory  prisoners,  to  be  kept  partly  in  Fcnn- 
sylvania,  others  in  your  Province,  and  the  remainder  in  our 
Province.  We  have,  at  their  request,  sent  a  guard  to  es- 
cort them  (twenty-six  designed  for  fennsylvania  and  twelve 
for  your  Province)  to  Alexandria,  to  which  place  you  will 
please  to  despatch  directions  where  you  mean  to  have  yours 
kept,  and  appoint  a  proper  guard  for  conveying  them,  and 
also  for  escorting  those  for  Pennsylvania  through  your  Pro- 
vince. 

We  need  not  hint  the  necessity  of  using  caution  to  pre- 
vent their  escape,  as  their  return  to  Carolina  may  be  attend- 
ed with  bad  consequences. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Edmund  Pendleton,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

List  of  Prisoners  destined  for  Maryland. 

1.  Captain  William  Garner. 

2.  Aaron  Vardie,  Wagonmaster. 

3.  Captain  Lyman  York. 

4.  Samuel  Devenny,  (shot  Captain  Dent  in  cold  blood.) 

5.  Stephen  Lesney — the  same. 

6.  Frederick  Croft — the  same. 

7.  Captain  John  Piles. 

8.  John  Piles,  Jun. 

9.  Ensign  Thomas  Brawford. 

10.  Captain  David  Jackson. 

11.  Captdin  Robinson  York. 

12.  Captain  Alexander  McCra. 

13.  Lieutenant  Kenneth  Stuart. 


J.  EOGEKS   TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

April  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  shall  endeavour  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest in  your  favour  received  this  morning  by  express.  1 
am  just  recovering  from  a  severe  attack  of  the  gout,  and 
find  myself  much  relaxed  and  weakened  ;  but  1  am  in  hopes 
of  being  able  to  set  off  on  Wednesday  next,  and  of  getting 
to  Philadelphia  time  enough  for  such  of  the  American  gen- 
tlemen as  intend  to  be  at  the  Convention,  to  attend  the  first 
day  of  its  meeting. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  Rogers. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


STEPHEN  west  TO  GABRIEL  DUVALL. 

Woodyard,  Sunday' Night,  April  28,  1776. 

Sir:  Two  men  of  Captain  Stone's  Compnny,( Thomas 
Norris  and  George  Thomas,)  stopping  here  for  quarters,  I 
had  some  discourse  with  them  relative  to  the  troops  stationed 
near  us,  viz :  at  Port-Tobacco ;  and  am  sorry  to  hear  that  they 
have  no  arms.  I  have  been  so  closely  engaged  at  work  for 
other  people  that  I  have  done  but  little  for  myself  in  fixing 
and  finishing  my  barrels.  I  have  just  heard  of  one  which  1 
think  is  every  way  as  indifferent  as  any  1  shall  have.  The  rest 
of  the  bayonets  will  be  better,  and  most  of  the  guns  larger 
and  stouter.  Yet  this  one  I  think  superior  to  any  I  have 
seen  made  in  the  country,  and  every  way  better  finished. 

This  gun,  reckoning  only  twenty-two  shillings  and  six 
pence  for  the  barrel,  stands  me  five  pounds  seven  shillings  and 
six  pence.    Supposing  the  barrels  at  Harris's  price,  (tiiirty- 


five  shillings.)  would  bring  the  piece  to  six  pounds  two  shil- 
lings and  six  jjence  ;  and  that  would  leave  me  fifteen  shillings 
for  my  trouble  and  profit,  collecting  materials,  &c.  Few 
officers,  I  believe,  have  so  good  and  well  furnished  pieces. 
The  Pennsylvania  gunsmiths  contracted  with  the  Virgiiiia 
Convention  for  five  pounds  six  shillings  and  three  pence,  with 
wooden  rammers,  and  the  sample  no  way  comparable  to  this. 
My  barrels  have  all  been  proved.  If  the  honourable  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  chooses  to  take  what  I  have  at  the  price  above, 
of  six  [wunds  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  I  will  engage  tc 
furnish  a  quantity  in  a  short  time,  (say  fifty,)  equally  good 
and  well  finished ;  and  many  of  them  every  way  much  better. 
Some  I  have  that  belonged  to  the  troops  under  Forbes  and 
Stanunx,  that  I  think  superior  to  any  I  ever  saw,  every 
way.  These  are  in  hand,  repairing  and  fixing ;  and  when 
done  will  be  wonderfully  large  and  good.  I  paid  a  high  price 
for  them,  and  cannot  afford  them  for  less  than  six  pounds 
two  shillings  and  six  pence.  I  shall  have  many  fine  pieces, 
fit  for  officers — guns  that  cost  three  and  four  guineas  at 
London,  which  I  have  equipped  with  swivels  and  bayonets, 
and  made  all  very  fine  and  comjjlete.  I  have  had  an  offer 
from  the  FiV^'wia Convention,  by  their  agents,  which  I  de- 
cline, our  own  people  wanting.  Please  to  take  care  of  this 
gun  and  bayonet,  and  show  them  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 
If  they  think  proper  to  contract  with  me,  I  will  deal  cordially 
and  honourably  with  them,  and  put  good  arms  into  their 
hands.  The  stocks  will  all  be  in  that  taste,  but  many  much 
stouter  and  handsomer. 

I  want  brasses  for  mounting.  You  see  I  am  forced  to  put 
polished  iron  or  steel  guards.  Mr.  Peak  will  be  at  Anna- 
polis on  Tuesday ;  if  you  have  opportunity,  let  me  hear 
from  you  on  this  subject,  and  the  opinion  and  determination 
of  the  Council  of  Safety.  These  men  (the  bearers)  can  give 
them  some  account  of  the  valuable  pieces  we  have  in  hand. 

My  barrels,  in  general,  are  three  and-a-half  feet  long,  three- 
quarters  bore,  for  an  ounce  ball ;  but  some  of  them  are  of  a 
large  size.  I  have  also  some  neat  carbines  for  officers.  If 
the  Council  choose  wooden  ramrods,  I  shall  abate  five  shil- 
lings, but  the  others  are  far  the  best.  You  will  see  none 
such  as  mine,  unless  in  very  particular  pieces. 

I  am,  with  much  regard,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  West. 
To  Gabriel  DuvaU,  Esquire. 


E.    WRIXON    TO    president    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  29,  1776.] 

Philadelphia,  April  28,  1778.  i 

Sir  :  Having  been  favoured  with  Mr.  Secretary  Thom- 
son's letter,  written  by  order  of  the  honourable  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  notifying  their  appointment  of  me  to  the 
office  of  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Continental  Army  in  Ca- 
nada, with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  I  must  take  the  liberty  to 
request  that  you  will  do  me  the  favour  of  assuring  the  Con- 
gress of  the  high  and  grateful  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honour 
conferred  by  their  appointment,  and  also  of  the  unhappy 
necessity  that  obliges  me  to  decline  it ;  being  convinced  by 
fourteen  years'  service,  during  which  my  whole  time  and 
thoughts  were  directed  in  the  military  line,  that  the  rank  of 
Colonel  would  not  enable  me  to  do  justice  either  to  their 
honours,  or  to  myself. 

I  must  now,  sir,  request  that  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
excuse  the  trouble  I  have  given  you ;  and  believe  that  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  very  hum-. 
ble  and  obedient  servant,  g    WaixoN 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  E^q.,  President  of  the 
honourable  the  Continental  Congress. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  JOHN  ADAMS,  DATED  PHILA- 
DELPHIA, APRIL  28,  1776. 

Yesterday  I  received  two  letters  from  you,  from  the  7th 
to  the  14th  of  April.  It  gives  me  concern  to  think  of  the 
many  cares  you  must  have  ujx)n  your  mind.  Your  reputa- 
tion as  a  farmer,  or  anything  else  you  undertake,  I  dare  an- 
swer for.  Your  partner's  character  as  a  statesman  is  much 
more  problematical. 

As  to  my  return,  I  have  not  a  thought  of  it.  Journeys 
of  such  a  length  are  tedious  and  expensive,  both  of  time  ami 
money,  neither  of  wliich  is  my  own.  I  hope  to  spend  the 
next  Christmas  where  I  did  the  last,  and  after  that,  i  hope 
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to  be  relieved  ;  for  by  that  time  I  sliall  have  taken  a  pretty 
good  trick  at  liehn,  whether  ilie  vessel  has  been  well  steered 
or  not.  But  if  my  countrymen  should  insist  ujion  my  serv- 
ing them  another  year,  they  must  let  me  bring  my  whole 
family  with  me.  Indeed,  1  could  keep  house  here  with  my 
partner,  four  children  and  two  servants,  as  cheap  as  1  main- 
tain myself  here  with  two  horses  and  a  servant  at  lodgings. 

Instead  of  domestick  felicity,  I  am  destined  to  publick 
contentions.  Instead  of  rural  felicity,  I  must  reconcile  my- 
self to  the  smoke  and  noise  of  a  city.  In  the  place  of  pri- 
vate peace,  I  must  be  distracted  with  the  vexation  of  deve- 
loping the  deep  intrigues  of  politicians,  and  must  assist  in 
conducting  the  arduous  operations  of  war,  and  think  myself 
well  rewarded  if  my  private  pleasure  and  interests  are  sacri- 
ficed, as  they  ever  have  been  and  will  be,  to  the  happiness 
of  others. 

You  tell  me  our  jurors  refuse  to  serve,  because  the  writs 
are  issued  in  the  King's  name.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that 
they  discover  so  much  sense  and  spirit.  I  learn  from  ano- 
ther letter  that  the  General  Court  have  left  out  of  their  bills 
the  year  of  his  reign,  and  that  they  are  making  a  law  that 
the  same  name  shall  be  left  out  of  ail  writs,  commissions,  and 
all  law  processes.  This  is  good  news  too.  The  same  will 
be  the  case  in  all  the  Colonies  very  soon. 

You  ask  me  how  I  have  done  the  winter  past.  I  have 
not  enjoyed  so  good  health  as  last  fall.  But  I  have  done 
complaining  of  anything.  Of  ill  health  I  have  no  right  to 
complain,  because  it  is  given  me  by  Heaven.  Of  mean- 
ness, of  envy,  of  littleness,  of ,  of ,  of , 

I  have  reason  and  right  to  complain ;  but  I  have  too  much 
contempt  to  use  that  right.  There  is  such  a  mixture  of 
folly,  littleness,  and  knavery  in  this  world,  that  I  am  weary 
of  it ;  and  although  I  behold  it  with  unutterable  contempt 
and  indignation,  yet  the  publick  good  requires  that  I  should 
take  no  notice  of  it  by  word  or  by  letter.  And  to  this  pub- 
lick good  I  will  conform. 

You  will  see  an  account  of  the  fleet  in  some  of  the  pa- 
pers I  have  sent  you.  I  give  you  joy  of  the  Admiral's  suc- 
cess. I  have  vanity  enough  to  take  to  myself  a  share  in 
the  merit  of  the  American  Navy.  It  was  always  a  measure 
that  my  heart  was  much  engaged  in,  and  I  pursued  it  for  a 
long  time  against  the  wind  and  tide,  but  at  last  obtained  it. 

You  take  it  for  granted  that  I  have  particular  intelligence 
of  everything  from  others,  but  I  have  not.  If  any  one  wants 
a  vote  for  a  commission,  he  vouchsafes  me  a  letter,  but  tells 
me  very  little  news.  I  have  more  particulars  from  you  than 
any  one  else.  Pray  keep  me  constantly  informed  what  ships 
are  in  the  harbour,  and  what  fortifications  are  goino-  on.  I 
am  quite  impatient  to  hear  of  more  vigorous  measures  for 
fortilying  Boston  harbour — not  a  moment  should  be  neglect- 
ed. Every  man  ought  to  go  down,  as  they  did  after  the 
battle  of  Lexington,  and  work  until  it  is  done.  I  would 
willingly  pay  half  a  dozen  hands  myself,  and  subsist  them, 
rather  than  it  should  not  be  done  immediately.  It  is  of  more 
importance  than  to  raise  corn. 

If  the  small-pox  spreads,  run  me  in  debt.  I  received,  a 
post  or  two  past,  a  letter  from  your  uncle  at  Salem,  contain- 
ing a  most  friendly  and  obliging  invitation  to  you  and  yours, 
to  go  and  have  the  distemper  at  his  house,  if  it  should  spread. 
He  has  one  or  two  in  his  family  to  have  it. 

The  writer  of  Common  Sen^e  and  the  Forester  is  the 
same  person.  His  name  is  Paine,  a  gentlemen  about  two 
years  ago  from  England,  a  man  who,  General  Lee  says,  has 
genius  in  his  eyes.  The  writer  of  Cassandra  is  said  to  be 
Mr.  James  Cannon,  a  tutor  in  the  Philadelphia  College. 
Cato  is  reported  here  to  be  Doctor  Smith,  a  match  hr  Brattle. 
The  oration  was  an  insolent  performance.  A  motion  was 
made  to  thank  the  orator,  and  to  ask  a  copy  ;  but  opposed 
with  great  spirit  and  vivacity  from  every  part  of  the  room, 
and  at  last  withdrawn,  lest  it  should  be  rejected,  as  it  cer- 
tainly would  have  been,  with  indignation.  The  orator  then 
printed  it  himself,  after  leaving  out  or  altering  some  offensive 
passages.  This  is  one  of  the  many  irregular  and  extrava- 
gant characters  of  tlie  age.  I  never  heard  one  single  person 
speak  well  of  anything  about  him,  hut  his  abilities,  which 
are  generally  allowed  to  be  good.  The  apjxjintment  of  him 
to  make  the  oration  was  a  great  oversight  and  mistake. 

The  last  Act  of  Parliament  has  made  so  deep  an  im- 
pression upon  people's  minds  throughout  the  Colonies,  it  is 
looked  upon  as  the  last  stretch  of  oppression,  and  that  we  are 
Jiastening  rapidly  to  great  events.     Governments  will  be  up 


everywhere  before  midsummer,  and  an  end  to  Royal  style, 
titles,  and  authority.  Such  mighty  revolutions  make  a  deep 
impression  on  the  minds  of  men,  and  set  many  violent  pas- 
sions at  work.  Hope,  fear,  joy,  sorrow,  love,  hatrtd,  malice, 
envy,  revenge,  jealousy,  ambition,  avarice,  resentment,  grati- 
tude, and  every  other  passion,  feeling,  sentiment,  principle, 
and  imagination,  were  never  in  more  lively  exercise  than  they 
are  now,  from  Florida  to  Canada  inclusively.  May  God'm 
His  providence  overrule  the  whole  for  the  good  of  mankind. 
It  requires  more  serenity  of  temper,  a  deeper  understanding, 
and  more  courage  than  fell  to  the  lot  of  Marlborough,  to  ride 
in  this  whirlwind. 


COLONEL  DAYTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Elizabethtown,  April  88,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  Having  this  day,  in  obedience  to  order 
from  the  General,  begun  my  march  for  Canada,  I  have 
nominated  the  Reverend  James  Caldwell  for  Chaplain  ;  and 
who,  I  suppose,  must  supply  the  other  Jersey  Battalion,  as 
there  is  no  other  appointed,  if  he  is  to  serve  no  more  than 
the  battalions.  It  is  the  request  of  Colonel  Ogden,  who  is 
present,  and,  I  make  no  doubt,  of  Colonel  Mines  likewise, 
that  their  battalion  may  be  joined  with  mine — that  is,  the 
First  and  the  Third.  Mr.  Caldwell  cannot  get  ready  to 
march  sooner  than  next  week,  and  desires  that  his  commis- 
sion may  be  sent  to  him  at  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 
If  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Province  had  been 
sitting,  periiaps  it  would  have  been  proper  to  have  saved 
you  this  trouble  by  applying  to  them;  but* they  are  ad- 
journed, and  the  members  say  they  have  not  any  directions 
for  the  appointment  of  Chaplains. 

I  am,  sir,  with  all  due  respect  to  you,  and  the  other  ho- 
nourable members,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Elias  Dayton. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 

Continental  Congress,  Philadelphia. 


JOSEPH    TRUMBULL    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  April  28,  1776,  Evening. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honour  of  yours  of  the  26th  instant,  en- 
closing a  resolve  of  Congress  directing  me  to  purchase  and 
forward  to  General  Schuyler  two  thousand  barrels  of  pork 
for  the  supply  of  the  Army  going  into  Canada.  On  my 
aixival  in  this  city  I  was  informed  that  General  Lee  had 
ordered  four  thousand  barrels  for  the  same  service,  which 
quantity,  since  that  time,  I  found  was  not  purchased,  but 
was  delayed  for  want  of  further  orders,  as  General  Lee  had 
left  the  conmiand  here.  I  conceived  that  quantity  would 
be  wanted  in  that  department ;  therefore,  as  want  must  be  , 
guarded  against,  and  pay  for  the  pork  seemed  a  difficulty  in 
procuring  it,  I  immediately  engaged  to  furnish  it  on  the  de- 
livery in  this  place.  This  I  informed  General  Washington 
of  on  his  arrival,  and  he  was  pleased  to  approve  my  en- 
gagement. Since  that,  I  find  six  regiments  more  are  order- 
ed by  Congress  into  Canada ;  and  though  you  do  not  mention 
the  two  thousand  barrels  now  ordered  to  be  in  addition  to 
the  four  thousand  barrels,  yet  I  shall  order  it  in  that  man- 
ner, unless  I  am  directed  to  the  contrary  by  yours  on  the 
return  of  the  post.  I  am  sure  the  whole  quantity  of  six 
thousand  barrels  will  be  wanted  for  the  forces  going  into 
Canada  before  supplies  of  the  growth  of  the  coming  sea- 
son can  be  had ;  however,  if  Congress  should  direct  other- 
wise, I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  their  orders,  which  shall 
always  be  punctually  observed  on  all  occasions  by  me  w  iiile 
I  have  the  honour  to  serve  them. 

I  received  a  letter  last  evening  from  our  mutual  good 
friend,  Mr.  Burr,  announcing  the  death  of  the  venerable 
and  amiable  Madam  Hancock,  last  Thursday  morning.  I 
most  devoutly  condole  with  you  on  the  melancholy  occasion 
of  the  death  of  one  of  the  best  of  women,  and  one  most  de- 
servedly and  peculiarly  dear  to  you  and  your  good  lady. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Trumbull. 
To  tlie  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    COLONEL    GRIDLEY. 

New- York,  April  28,  1776. 
Sir  :  It  gives  me  much  concern  to  hear  from  every  one 
who  comes  from  Boston  that  those  works  that  were  laid  out 
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for  its  defence  are  in  little  more  forwardness  than  they  were 
when  1  left  that  town.  Who  am  I  to  blame  for  this  shame- 
ful neglect  but  you,  sir,  who  were  to  have  them  executed  ? 
It  is  not  an  agreeable  task  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  put- 
ting any  gentleman  in  mind  of  his  duty,  but  it  is  what  I  owe 
to  the  publick.  I  expect  and  desire,  sir,  that  you  will  exert 
yourself  in  completing  the  works  with  all  possible  despatch  ; 
and  do  not  lay  me  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  wri- 
ting to  you  again  upon  this  subject. 

George  Washington. 

To  Colonel  Richard  Gridhy. 


GENERAL.    WASHINGTON    TO    GOVERNOUR    COOKE. 

Kew-York,  April  28,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  23d  instant.  The 
reason  why  I  did  not  hitherto  represent  the  state  of  your 
Colony  to  Congress  was  in  expectation  of  your  forwarding 
unto  me  a  sketch  of  it  in  writing.  I  shall  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  doing  it ;  and  if  my  recommendation  thereof 
has  any  weight  with  that  august  body,  it  will  give  me  much 
pleasure  to  render  service  to  your  Colony.  I  am  very  glad 
that  Colonel  Knox  has  taken  a  view  of  Newport,  and  hope 
the  directions  he  has  left  will  be  attended  with  all  the  good 
consequences  you  mention.  We  have  no  Engineer  that  can 
possibly  be  spared  from  hence ;  indetjd,  we  are  very  deficient 
in  that  department.  The  state  of  this  place  is  such,  that  had 
we  any  more  than  we  have  there  would  be  full  employment 
for  them.  Colonel  Bahcock's  misfortune  is  truly  pitiable. 
The  incontestable  proofs  which  he  has  given  at  Cambridge 
and  since  of  a  distempered  mind  must,  to  every  one  ac- 
quainted with  them,  show  how  unfit  he  must  be  to  com- 
mand the  forces  of  your  Colony. 

I  am,  with  very  great  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 

To  Govemour  Cooke. 

P.  S.  The  only  Engineer  we  had  to  spare  is  sent  off  to 

Canada. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    COLONEL    BATLEY. 

New-York,  April  29,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  23d  instant,  with  Mr. 
Metcalf's  plan,  and  Captain  Johnson's  Journal,  of  the  route 
from  Newbury  to  St.  John's.  The  representation  that  was 
transmitted  to  me  by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Little,  I  had  sent 
to  Congress.  Mr.  fVitherspoon  has  been  since  sent  to  ex- 
amine or  explore  a  route ;  but  I  hear  he  is  still  at  Cohoos. 

The  time  of  the  Congress  is  so  taken  up  with  many  ob- 
jects of  consequence  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  attend 
to  everything ;  and  as  it  is  of  importance  that  every  com- 
munication with  Canada  should  be  made  as  free  as  possible, 
it  is  my  opinion  and  desire  that  you  set  about  the  road  you 
propose  as  soon  as  possible.  As  you  must  be  the  best  judge 
who  to  employ,  you  will  please  to  take  the  whole  upon  your- 
self. We  cannot,  at  this  time,  spare  soldiers;  you  must 
therefore  engage  such  men  as  you  know  will  do  the  business 
faithfully  and  well.  As  to  their  wages,  you  must  agree  with 
them  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  and  1  doubt  not  that  you 
will,  in  this  and  every  other  instance,  serve  your  country 
with  integrity,  honour,  and  justice.  As  you  go  on,  you  will, 
upon  eveiy  opportunity,  keep  me  advised,  and  I  will  provide 
for  the  expense,  which  you  will  be  careful  in  making  as  light 
as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Jacob  Bayley,  Esq.,  Newbury. 

P.  S.  I  send  you  by  Mr.  William  Wallace  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds,  lawful  money,  to  begin  witli. 


STEPHEN  M0YL.4N  TO  GENERAL  THOMPSON. 

New- York,  April  28,  1776. 
Sir:  The  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  place  have  exhi- 
bited an  account  against  the  Continent ;  and,  amongst  other 
sums,  there  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  charged  as 
being  advanced  to  you.  The  General  has  forgotten  what 
passed  between  you  and  him  in  respect  to  the  disposal  of 
that  money ;  he  therefore  requests  the  favour  of  you  to  in- 


form him  the  reason  as  soon  as  possible.     General  Sullivan 
is  preparing  to  join  you  with  six  battalions. 

Wishing  you  success,  health,  and  happiness,  I  remain, 
with  great  esteem,  sir.  yours,  &ic. 

S.    MOTLAN,   C.    G.    M. 

To  Brigadier-General  Thompson. 


STEPHEN    MOYLAN    TO    COLONEL    NICOLL. 

New- York,  April  28,  1776. 

Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  and  to  inform 
you  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  furnish  you  with  arms, 
many  of  the  troops  here  being  deficient  in  this  instance. 
He  has  laid  the  intelligence  had  of  you  about  those  at 
Kingston  before  the  Committee  of  Safety,  but  has  not  yet 
received  their  answer. 

His  Excellency  requests  your  most  diligent  attention  to 
the  works,  and  that  they  may  be  carried  on  with  all  possi- 
ble expedition. 

The  troops  here,  when  on  fatigue,  and  only  then,  are 
allowed  a  gill  each  of  Continental  rum  per  day.  The  ra- 
tions in  no  other  instance  are  increased. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  intercepted  letter  you 
sent  to  his  Excellency.  The  original  he  will  keep  himself 
for  some  time,  and  wishes  you  to  make  such  inquiries  re- 
specting it  as  you  may  think  necessary  and  prudent  and 
tend  to  a  discovery  of  the  design,  and  give  him  the  earliest 
notice  of  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  &.c. 

To  Colonel  Isaac  Nicoll,  Commanding  at  Fort  Constitution. 


CAPTAIN   BELKNAP   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Fort  Montgomery,  April  28,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  By  the  bearer  hereof.  Ensign  Hunter,  I 
send  you  the  Muster-roll  of  my  company,  taken  by  Colonel 
Thomas  Palmer,  agreeable  to  your  orders.  The  Muster- 
roll  will  show  nine  men  short  of  my  number,  which  I  have 
actually  inlisted,  but  are  since  deserted,  and  strolling  out  of 
the  way.  I  expect  soon  to  collect  them,  when  I  shall  make 
out  my  return  to  you  completed.  My  billeting  bill  also 
comes  per  bearer.  You  will  please  to  furnish  the  bearer 
with  every  necessary  for  my  company  allowed  by  the  war- 
rant, except  blankets,  which  I  have  procured.  The  balance 
of  billeting  money  I  shall  expect,  and  one  months'  pay  for 
my  men  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive,  as  many  of  them  have 
families,  who  are  under  such  necessitous  circumstances  that 
obliges  me  to  make  advance  to  them  from  time  to  time. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  with  esteem,  your  most  obliged  and 

humble  servant,  t         r>  n    ^  ■ 

'  John  Belknap,  Laptam. 

To  the  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  now  con- 
vened in  New-  York. 


THOMAS    PALMER  TO    FREDERICK    RHINELANDER. 

Fort  Montgomery,  April  28,  1776. 
Sir  :  The  enclosed  map  I  sent  down  two  months  ago, 
and  about  ten  days  ago  it  was  found  in  the  boatman's 
house,  not  sent.  I  now  send  it  per  bearer,  (Mr.  Anning 
Smith,)  who  promises  to  deliver  it  with  his  own  hand.  The 
proper  use  you  know,  it  being  the  original  partition  map. 
Being  in  haste,  I  say  no  more  at  present,  but  am,  sir,  your 


most  humble  servant. 


Thomas  Palmer. 


To  Mr.  Frederick  Rhinelandcr,  Merchant,  New-  York. 


GENERAL    SCHUYLER   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Read  May  4,  1776.] 

Fort  George,  April  28, 1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Last  night  I  was  honoured  with  your  letter 
of  the  4th  instant,  enclosing  sundry  resolutions  of  Congress, 
which  shall  claim  my  closest  attention  the  moment  the  troops 
under  the  comnjand  of  General  Thompson  are  past  Ticonde- 
roga.     He  and  they  arrived  at  Albany  on  the  24th  instant. 

General  Thomas,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  reached  Que- 
beck  yesterday.  Doctor  Franklin  and  the  other  gentlemen 
reached  Montreal  on  the  same  day,  and  the  last  of  the  troops, 
with  the  cannon,  military  stores,  and  some  provisions,  I  dare 
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say  will  be  at  St.  John!s  to-day.  I  saw  thcin  set  out  from 
Tkomlcroga  on  Thursday,  and  left  it  myself  tlu;  evening  of 
tlie  same  clay,  and  arrived  at  four  tiie  next  morning  at  this 
place,  where  I  am  doing  all  in  my  power  to  i)revent  a 
detention  of  the  troops  coming  up  for  want  of  craft. 

Last  night  I  received  the  enclosed  information  from 
Albany,  and  shall  take  such  measures  as,  I  trust,  will  effec- 
tually defeat  the  diabolical  designs  of  those  miscreants.  If 
any  are  taken  in  arms,  I  think  they  should  be  capitally 
punishedj  to  deter  othei-s  by  the  example ;  but  I  dare  not 
venture  to  do  it  unless  1  have  tlie  permission  of  Congress. 

As  General  Washinglon  is  now  in  this  department,  it 
would  be  out  of  order  to  address  Congress  on  any  military 
subject  otherwise  than  through  him.  1  have  lately  w  ritten 
to  him  fully,  and  enclosed  a  letter  from  General  Arnold, 
which  will  doubtless  be  laid  before  you. 

The  Deputi&s  of  the  seven  Canada  tribes,  as  they  passed 
here,  addressed  me,  and  requested  to  know  if  they  should 
deliver  Johnson! s  bloody  belts  here,  or  in  Canada.  I  direct- 
ed it  to  be  done  in  Canada  by  the  Conmiissioners.  Copy 
of  it,  with  a  copy  of  Mr.  Deanes  Journal,  1  shall  do  myself 
the  honour  to  transmit  you  in  a  few  days,  being  too  much 
engaged  at  present  to  do  it. 

1  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  best  wishes,  most  respectfully, 

your  obedient,  humble  servant,  r,  o 

'  '  '  Philip  schuylek. 

To  the  Honourable  the  President  of  Congress. 

AIicHAEL  Ryan's  testimony  respecting  inlisting  Men  for  the 
King  of  Great  Britain. 

Michael  Ryan  says  he  was  infonned  by  a  friend  of  his 
that  there  were  troops  raising  in  this  County  in  the  Minis- 
terial service ;  that  Sanntel  Anderson,  of  Fownall,  has  a 
commission  ;  that  Joseph  Anderson  is  a  Lieutenant  in  Sir 
John  Johnson's  Regiment,  who  is  to  be  Colonel ;  that  Jo- 
seph Anderson  has  inlisted  a  number  of  men  ;  that  Alexan- 
der Doyle  is  a  Sergeant ;  that  he  was  also  informed  that  they 
had  raised  twenty-two  thousand  men  in  this  and  New-Jer- 
sey Government ;  and  that  they  had  commissions  from  one 
Rogers ;  diat  he  received  the  above  information  from  CAar/es 
Gordon,  of  Cambridge,  a  blacksmith ;  and  that  there  were 
five  men  inlisted  in  this  city. 

The  Committee  took  the  above  information  into  consi- 
deration ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Michael  Ryan  be  requested  im- 
mediately to  go  up  to  Cambridge,  and  make  all  the  inquiry 
[)0ssible  in  the  above  matter. 

April  23,  1776. — The  said  Ryan  being  further  exami- 
ned, says,  in  addition,  that  Alexander  Doyle  was  to  march  to 
Sir  John's  yesterday,  with  an  account  of  the  success  of  his 
officers  respecting  the  inlisting  of  men,  and  to  have  two  or 
three  Indians  to  mark  the  road  from  Johnstown  to  Saratoga, 
or  thereabouts,  in  order  to  march  the  troops  that  are  raising 
for  the  Ministerial  service  to  Sir  John's,  to  be  joined  by  a 
number  of  Indians,  to  march  to  Canada  to  reinforce  (^^uc- 
bcclc ;  that  one  Captain  Gray,  near  Albany,  had  inlisted 
upwards  of  one  hundred  men.  Further  says,  that  John 
Munro  has  inlisted  upwards  of  eighty  men ;  and  that  the 
said  officere  swear  all  the  men  ;  and  that  the  pay  of  the 

f)rivates  is  one  shilling  and  six  pence  sterling,  besides  two 
lundred  acres  of  the  forfeited  lands,  wherever  they  choose 
to  take  it ;  that  Sir  John  has  already  given  deeds  or  bonds 
to  those  inlisted  for  the  performance ;  that  Captain  Samuel 
Anderson  has  already  salted  up  seven  beeves  for  their  use ; 
that  there  are  in  this  town  sixteen  barrels  of  flour,  some  pork, 
and  some  guns,  for  said  use ;  that  Governour  Tryon  Issued 
out  the  commissions ;  and  that  Sir  John  is  to  be  General  of 
the  said  troops.  That  he  had  this  infomiation  from  the  said 
Charles  Gordon. 


Sworn  to  the  23d  o{  April,  1776. 


Michael  Ryan. 


ADMIRAL  HOPKINS  TO  GOVERNOUR  TRUMBULL. 

Providence,  April  28,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  am  to  acknowledge  your  kind  indulgence  in  put- 
ting your  Colony  vessels  under  my  care.  The  bearer,  Cap- 
tain Niles,  has  behaved  like  a  good  officer — lias  followed 
my  orders,  and  been  beneficial  to  the  fleet.  He  has  now  on 
board  some  shells  and  one  mortar  for  General  Washington, 
wliich  he  will  take  out  at  New-London,  or  carry  to  New- 


York,  as  your  Honour  thinks  fit ;  but  I  believe  his  schooner 
would  be  fitter  for  service  if  she  wei-e  ballasted  with  iron, 
which,  he  tells  me,  cannot  be  procured  nearer  than  New- 
York. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

servant,  r?  u 

'  LsECK  Hopkins. 

To  the  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Govemour  of 
the  Colonv  of  Connecticut,  at  Lebanon. 


GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  April  28,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  Mr.  Harrison's  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  I  am- 
informed  your  Excellency  cannot  supply  me  with  the  cash 
I  wrote  for.  I  am  very  sorry,  as  there  are  many  demands  on 
the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster,  which  are  not  all  of  a 
late  date.  1  have  made  out  warrants  for  the  payment 
of  the  five  regiments  here,  for  the  month  of  February,  and 
ha\e  found  it  necessary  to  give  wari'ants  for  the  payment  of 
the  men  on  board  the  Hancock,  Franklin,  and  Harrison, 
privateers ;  otherwise  they  must  have  been  hauled  up. 

I  have  made  inquiry  respecting  the  arrival  of  powder  at 
Cambridge,  since  your  Excellency's  departure,  and  am  in- 
formed by  Mr,  Barber  that  none  has  arrived. 

1  have  given  all  attention  in  my  power  to  the  works.  The 
fortress  on  Fort-Hill  is  in  good  forwardness ;  there  are  now 
eight  twenty-four  pounders  and  two  twelves  mounted  and 
furnished,  ready  for  action.  The  Court  agreed  to  have  a 
fortress  built  at  Castle-Point,  which  is  nearl/ finished,  and 
1  intend  to  have  the  cannon  mounted  in  it  this  week.  The 
work  at  Charlestown-Foint,  1  expect,  will  be  completed  in 
seven  or  eight  days.  Our  works  and  other  business  have 
been  much  retarded  for  want  of  teams. 

Captain  Fellows,  (the  gentleman  I  sent  to  Beverly  to  view 
the  ship  Jenny  and  the  brigantine,)  has  just  returned,  and 
informed  me  that  he,  with  Conmiodore  Manly  and  Captain 
Bartlett,  viewed  the  above  vessels,  and  are  all  of  opinion 
that  neither  of  them  is  fit  for  the  service. 

As  there  are  several  of  the  enemy's  armed  vessels  which 
cruise  in  this  bay  that  are  larger  than  our  privateei-s,  1  wish 
that  a  ship  of  sufficient  force  to  take  them  might  cruise  this 
way. 

1  am,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 


major    HOBART    to    RICHARD    DEVENS. 

Abington,  April  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  sent  you  three  hundred  and  thirty  pots  to 
Rojcbury,  to  Major  Ruggles,  to  store  for  you.  I  should  be 
glad  you  would  send  me  the  cash  by  Captain  Brown,  of 
Abington,  for  yourself  and  Mr.  Robert  Harrington.  I  beg 
you  to  move  to  the  House  and  Council  the  affair  of  my 
making  guns  for  the  Province,  as  it  is  so  great  an  affair,  and 
so  hazardous,  that  they  will  consider  me  in  case  I  should  be 
a  great  sufferer.  I  have  made  four  trials,  and  made  one 
good  cannon,  and  am  obliged  to  repair  the  furnace  with 
grindstone  of  our  materials,  of  clay  matted.  The  stones  we 
had  stood,  but  were  so  badly  cut  tliat  we  put  so  much  clay 
to  make  tight,  that  it  run  out. 

Sir,  1  am,  with  respect,  your  most  humble  servant,  &tc., 

Aaron  Hobart. 
To  Mr.  Richard  Devens,  Esquire. 

N.  B.  In  case  the  one  is  sent  to  Watertown,  you  may 
send  me  one  hundred  pounds,  by  Sergeant  James  Hmey, 
the  runner. 


To  the  honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  General  Court, 
assembled  at  Watertown  : 
Honourable  Gentlemen  :  Please  to  look  over  the  hum- 
ble petition  of  William  Clark,  William  Bishop,  Alexander 
Garden,  Charles  Hickey,  and  Peter  Mackoy,  prisoners,  and 
now  confined  in  Worcester  Gaol.  Gentlemen,  this  petition 
humbly  showeth,  that  we  are  very  willing  to  go  to  work,  as 
we  are  almost  naked,  and  unwilling  to  become  a  burden  to 
the  country,  but  had  rather  go  out  and  work  for  our  living, 
when  it  shall  please  you,  gentlemen,  to  give  orders  for  our 
enlargement,  as  we  have  been  a  long  time  imprisoned.  Wil- 
liam Clark  was  taken   December  9th,   1775,  in  a  trans- 
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port,  by  Captain  Manly,  and  lias  ever  since  been  confined  ; 
fVilliam  Bishop  was  taken  at  Machuts,  June  12tli,  1775, 
in  Admiral  Graves's  tender ;  Alexander  Gordon,  a  regular, 
was  taken  at  Nantaskct-Beach,  January  1st,  I77(j ;  Charles 
Mickey,  a  regular,  taken  atCharkstown,  January  8th,  1776  ; 
•dad  Peter  Mackoy,  a  regular,  taken  July  17tli,  1775,  at  llie 
advance-post,  Bunker-Hill. 

Gentlemen,  we  humbly  beg  you  will  look  over  the  peti- 
tion of  your  humble  servants,  and  grant  us  our  enlargement. 
We  are  yours. 

Worcester  Gaol,  April  29,  1776. 


LONDON  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

At  a  Common  Council  holden  at  Guildhall,  on  Monday, 
the  29th  o{  April,  1776, 

Resolved,  That  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor 
be  requested  to  move  the  following  Resolution  in  the  House 
of  Commons :  "  That  his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America  be 
continued  upon  the  same  footing  of  giving  and  granting  their 
Money  as  his  Majesty's  subjects  in  Ireland  are,  by  their 
own  Representatives."  And  the  other  Representatives  of  this 
city,  and  such  other  members  of  this  Court  as  are  membei-s 
of  Parliament,  are  requested  to  support  the  same. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    CAPTAIN    HOLDEN. 
[No.  134.]  Annapolis,  April  29,  1776. 

Sill :  We  are  informed  that  you  have  a  schooner  which 
sails  well,  and  will  carry  about  four  or  five  hundred  barrels 
of  flour.  If  you  incline  to  let  us  have  her  on  freight  to  the 
West-Indies,  we  will  take  her  of  you,  and  insure  her  to  the 
sum  she  may  be  valued  at.  Her  loading  is  now  ready  at  Bal- 
tinwre  town.  Let  us  hear  from  you  by  return  of  this  boat, 
or  by  some  earlier  opportunity. 
We  are,  he. 

To  Captain  Jeremiah  Holden. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  CAPTAIN  VALIANT. 

[No.  1.35.]  Annapolis,  April  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  are  informed  that  you  have  a  sloop  which  sails 
well,  burden  about  forty  tons.  If  you  incline  to  let  us  have 
her  on  freight  to  the  West-Indies,  we  will  take  her  of  you, 
and  insure  her  to  the  sum  she  may  be  valued  at.  Her  load- 
ing is  now  ready  at  Baltimore  town.  Let  us  hear  from  you 
by  return  of  this  boat,  or  by  some  earlier  opportunity. 
We  are,  &;c. 

To  Captain  John  Valiant. 


OBDINANCE  PROHIBITING  THE  EXPORTATION  OF  ARMS,  ETC., 
TO  AMERICA. 

Brussels,  April  29,  1 776. 

An  Ordinalice  has  been  published  here,  prohibiting  the 
supplying  the  English  Colonies  in  America  with  Warlike 
Stores,  and  also  the  exportation  during  the  term  of  one  year 
of  Warlike  Stores  from  the  sea-ports ;  of  which  the  following 
is  a  translation : 

'•Maria  Theresa,  fyc,  ^c,  &fc.,  to  all  to  whom  these 
presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

"  Our  most  dearly  beloved  brother,  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  having  required  us  to  take  proper  measures  for  pre- 
venting the  subjects  of  the  Provinces  under  our  dominion 
in  the  Low  Countries  from  furnishing  succour  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  English  Colonies  in  America,  actually  in  rebel- 
lion against  their  mother  country ;  and  as,  in  consequence 
of  the  friendship  and  good  understanding  subsisting  between 
us  and  his  Majesty,  we  are  desirous  to  testify  to  him  our  zeal 
to  second  the  views  which  so  greatly  interest  the  good  of  his 
service ;  we  have,  by  advice,  fitc,  ordered  and  decreed,  and 
do  order  and  decree  the  points  and  articles  following : 

^^ Article  I.  We.  forbid  all  our  subjects,  of  what  rank  and 
condition  soever,  to  furnish,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  their 
own  ships,  or  by  foreign  ships,  any  succour  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, subjects  o(  Great  Britain,  in  Artillery,  Arms,  Powder, 
Flints,  or  other  Ammunition,  or  Implements  or  Instruments 
of  War,  under  pain  to  the  offenders  of  the  confiscation  of  such 
effects,  and  a  fine  of  one  thousand  florins,  to  be  paid  by  the 
Captain  or  owner,  whose  ship  may  be  detained  and  sold  for 
tlie  recovery  of  the  said  fine. 

"Art.  II.  We  forbid  provisionally  during  the  term  of  one 
year,  under  the  same  penalties,  the  exportation  of  every  kind 
of  Arms,  Ammunition,  Instruments,  or  Implements  of  War, 
from  our  sea-ports,  without  a  special  license  from  our  Coun- 
cil of  Finances ;  which  shall  not  be  granted  but  on  exami- 
nation of  the  case,  and  taking  the  necessary  precautions  to 
ascertain  the  destination  of  those  effects,  and  to  prevent 
their  being  transported  to  the  English  Colonies  in  America. 

"  This  we  give  in  command,  &tc." 


extract    of    a    LETTER    FROM    WILMINGTON,    NORTH-CARO- 
LINA,   DATED    APRIL    29,    1776. 

By  two  men  who  arrived  here  last  night,  after  making 
their  escape  from  the  men-of-war  below,  I  find  there  are  a 
number  of  prizes,  to  the  amount  of  thirty  sail.  They  say  five 
transports  arrived  a  few  days  past  from  Cork,  being  part  of 
a  fleet  of  forty-five  sail,  viz :  thirty  transports,  ten  store-ships, 
one  fifty-gun  ship,  two  frigates,  and  two  bombs,  with  nine  re- 
giments on  board,  destined  for  this  place ;  which  are  expected 
to  land  when  the  whole  fleet  arrives.  This  is  generally  be- 
lieved here,  as  the  ships  were  seen  off  on  Monday  by  the 
pilots.  The  Militia,  who  have  been  but  a  few  days  dis- 
charged, are  coming  in  fast,  and  who,  with  the  Continental 
forces  already  here,  will  be  able  to  make  a  good  stand. 


PETITION  OF    DK.   POTTS. 

[Presented  29lh  April,   1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge,  Mr.  Goldsborough,  Mr.  Paine,  and   Mr.  Rodney.] 

To  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonics  in 
Congress  assembled : 

The  Petition  of  Jonathan   Potts,  Doctor  in  Physick, 
showeth  : 

That  upon  an  application  lately  made  in  behalf  of  your 
petitioner  to  be  appointed  Director  of  the  Hospital  intended 
to  be  erected  for  the  Army  in  the  Middle  Department, 
your  Petitioner  was  encouraged  by  many  Members  of  your 
honourable  House  to  hope  for  such  appointment,  as  soon  as 
it  should  be  found  necessary  to  form  such  an  establishment ; 
that,  by  the  movements  of  the  Army  since  that  time,  it  ap- 
pears the  Hospital  under  the  direction  of  Doctor  Morgan 
will  be  placed  in  the  Middle  Department,  and  your  petitioner 
is  informed  it  will  be  necessary  to  establish  one  in  Canada. 

He  therefore  prays  he  may  be  appointed  Director  of  the 
Hospital  there  ;  and  hopes,  by  a  constant  and  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  tnist  reposed  in  him,  he  will  merit  the  appro- 
bation of  the  honourable  House.    And  he  will  ever  pray. 

Jonathan  Potts. 

ADDRESS    to   the    FREE    AND    INDEPENDENT    ELECTORS    OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 

Philadelphia,  April  29,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Were  any  words  capably  of  expressing  the 
importance  of  exerting  yourselves  to  maintain  the  character 
I  have  addressed  you  by,  I  could  wish,  from  the  bottom  of 
my  heart,  to  find  them,  and  set  them  in  due  order  before  you. 
I  tremble  to  reflect  what  a  party  there  is  in  this  City,  who, 
either  in  plain  words  or  tantamount  insinuations,  espouse 
the  cause  of  tyranny.  You  have  read  their  insidious  publi- 
cations ;  you  have  remarked  their  zeal  for  a  reconciliation 
and  a  reunion  with  Great  Britain  on  constitutional  princi- 
ples. This  .proposal,  gendemen,  is  a  mere  phantom,  a  lure, 
a  pitfall  to  catch  you  in.  In  the  first  place,  no  man  ever  did 
or  can  show  what  this  constitutional  dependance  on  Great 
Britain  is,  or  can  be,  which  will  secure  our  liberties.  And, 
in  the  second  place,  no  terms  have  been,  nor  at  all  probably 
will  be  offered  us,  besides  those  of  unconditional  submission 
to  the  supremacy  of  the  Parliament  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 
Certainly  no  better  have  appeared  from  the  other  side  the 
water ;  and,  when  pressed  on  the  subject,  the  sticklers  for 
reconciliation  acknowledge  they  know  of  no  other,  and  yet 
ur<>-e  you  to  maintain  our  connection  with  Great  Britain 
upon  the  best  terms  we  can  obtain.  If  such  men  are  not 
advocates  for  absolute  tyranny,  I  have  no  conception  of  the 
meaning  of  the  words.  To  be  commercially  connected  with 
our  friends  in  Great  Britain  would  doubtless  be  very  pleas- 
ing to  us  all ;  but  to  be  subject  to  the  destroyers  of  British 
as  well  as  American  liberty,  is  what  none  but  an  ignorant 
slave,  or  an  insidious  tool,  would  propose  and  strive  to  per- 
suade you. 

The  Constitution  of  this  Provmce  is  the  Shihbokth  of  tliis 
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very  loyal  party.  Every  sensible  man  must  know  that  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  had  so  material  a  siiare  in  the  go- 
vernment of  this  Province,  that  the  legislative  nor  executive 
powers  in  it  can  proceed  one  ace  without  him  ;  and  well  did 
a  worthy  Grand  Juror  object  to  inquiring  anything  respect- 
ing the  crown  and  dignity  of  a  man  who  has  rendered  the 
idea  of  a  crown  detestable  to  the  whole  Western  World. 
Tlie  Constitution  is,  therefore,  (by  the  breach  of  Royal  faith 
in  refusing  to  govern  according  to  solemn  compact  with  all 
his  people,)  broken  to  pieces  ;  and  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion were  greatly  right  in  proposing  to  call  a  Convention  to 
take  the  state  of  the  Province  into  consideration.  It  is  easy 
to  judge  from  what  quarter  the  proposal  for  a  more  equal 
representation  at  last  came.  It  was  concluded  this  ma- 
noeuvre would  have  a  tendency  to  quiet  the  people,  by 
taking  one  of  the  most  unanswerable  objections  to  the  pre- 
sent Administration  out  of  their  mouths.  You  cannot,  how- 
ever, forget  that  tiiis  partial  redress  was  a  very  late  one,  and 
only  conceded  to  prevent  a  radical  reformation. 

The  Patriots,  notwithstanding,  persuaded  themselves  that, 
in  the  then  critical  situation  of  affairs,  it  was  best  to  acquiesce 
in  a  measure  which  they  hoped  would  keep  us  united,  rather 
than  risk  a  dissension  in  tlie  too  violent  opposition  to  rooted 
prejudices,  which  was  necessary  to  clear  the  way  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  a  real  free  Constitution,  on  the  only  finn 
basis  of  our  Anglo-Saxon  ancestors.  But  remember,  fellow- 
citizens,  that,  in  the  transaction  of  Dlay  1st,  you  are  to  con- 
sider yourselves  as  rather  acting  upon  a  renewed  system, 
than  with  too  scrupulous  attention  to  any  unreasonable  cus- 
tom that  may  have  crept  into  your  old  one.  On  this  head 
you  will  suffer  me  to  be  something  particular.  The  custom 
has  been  to  deny  the  right  of  voting  to  all  persons  who 
have  come  from  Germany,  Stc,  until  they  have  been  na- 
turalized, and  taken  such  oaths  as  men  nowadays  much 
object  to ;  and,  what  seems  peculiar  to  this  city  alone,  all 
men  below  the  estate  of  fifty  pounds  are  precluded.  Now,  I 
must  profess  myself  of  the  Forester's  opinion,  that  eveiy 
man  in  the  country  who  manifests  a  disposition  to  venture 
his  all  for  the  defence  of  its  liberty  should  have  a  voice  in 
its  Councils.  Persons  so  abject  as  to  have  neither  will  nor 
sentiment  of  their  own  are  readily  distinguished,  and  cannot 
give  much  trouble.  Burgesses,  according  to  the  excellent 
author  of  an  Historical  Essay  on  the  English  Constitution, 
"  were  elected  by  every  resident  inhabitant  that  paid  his 
shot  and  bore  his  lot.  " — p.  28.  This,  1  will  affirm,  is  the 
ancient,  free  Constitution,  which  every  honest  man  will  ven- 
ture his  blood  to  restore.  '•  There  were  three  things,"  says 
the  same  author,  in  the  next  page,  "  essentially  necessary 
to  form  a  Saxon  Government,  which  they  applied  to  every 
case  where  a  combined  interest  was  concerned  ;  and  these 
were,  a  Court  of  Council,  a  Court  of  Law,  and  a  Chief 
Magistrate.  A  Court  of  Council,  to  consider  what  was  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  society."  Now,  such  a  Court  of 
Council  can  hardly  be  expected  from  a  Qualification  Law 
like  ihat  of  Queen  Anne,  vesting  the  elective  power  only  in 
the  hands  of  the  opulent.  To  such  a  pernicious  partiality 
it  is  owing  that  the  poor  in  England  are  loaded  with  excises 
on  the  indispensable  necessaries  of  life.  Every  man  who 
pays  his  shot  and  bears  his  lot  is  naturally  and  constitution- 
ally an  elector  in  a  city.  And,  more  especially,  I  will 
affirm,  that  every  citizen  who  has  anned  and  associated  to 
defend  the  Commonwealth  is  and  should  be  an  elector; 
and  every  non-associator  and  stickler  for  dependancy  on  the 
power  that  is  now  in  actual  depredation  of  our  rights,  liber- 
ties, and  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  should  be  kept  far  from  our 
Councils  ;  and,  unless  they  very  speedily  mend  their  destruc- 
tive manners,  sent  to  the  haunts  of  despotism,  where  they 
may  mix  with  their  congenial  spirits,  and,  with  all  the  grati- 
fication of  his  Infernal  Majesty's  august  courtiers,  solace 
tliemselves  in  constant  contemplation  of  human  miser)'. 

An  Elector. 


TO   THE    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 
[Read  April  30,  1776.] 

Philadelphia  Jail,  April  29,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  the  favourable  opportunity  of  Doc- 
tor McLean,  I  would  beg  leave  to  lay  before  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  a  faithful  and  true  account  of  the  causes  and 
circumstances  that  induced  me  to  enter  on  this  unlbrtunate 
expedition.     Lamenting,  with  the  most  sincere  grief,  this 


unhappy  and  unnatural  contest,  and  wishing  to  avoid  being 
active  on  either  side,  I  endeavoured  to  remove  to  my  lands 
I  have  on  the  Mississippi,  in  West-Florida,  from  the  dis- 
agreeable scene  ;  but  being  prevented  by  some  very  aggra- 
vating and  unfortunate  circumstances  from  accomplishing 
this  design,  I  went  to  Norfolk,  with  intention  (I  own)  to 
join  his  ]Vlajesty's  arms,  even  as  a  volunteer,  until  something 
better  should  occur.  When  I  arrived  there,  notwithstanding 
my  own  recent  injuries,  I  disapproved  of  their  violences  so 
much  that  I  resolved  to  follow  my  profession  in  the  town  in 
a  private  way ;  but,  unfortunately  for  me,  some  expression  of 
moderation  of  mine  to  Ixjrd  Dunmore  and  others  caused  me 
to  be  accused  of  being  a  spy.  This  ridiculous  suspicion 
was  so  strong  that  Captain  Squire  threatened  to  carry  me 
on  board  the  Otter  as  a  prisoner,  and  his  Lordship  sent  a 
file  of  men  to  bring  my  servant  before  him  for  examination. 
This  being  cleared  up,  and  finding  that  the  inhabitants  were 
leaving  Norfolk,  I  had  a  prospect  of  being  appointed  Sur- 
geon of  some  of  his  Majesty's  ships ;  but  in  the  meantime 
being  offered  the  commission  of  Surgeon  to  the  new  regi- 
ment on  this  intended  expedition,  and  persuaded  by  Colonel 
Connolly,  (whom  I  never  knew  before,  and  conceived  to  be 
a  regular  officer,)  I  very  inconsiderately  accompanied  him, 
which  I  am  now  soiTy  for;  but  then,  every  concurring  cir- 
cumstance, particularly  these  suspicions  against  me,  pre- 
vented me  from  refusing.  Deceived  by  misrepresentation 
and  false  appearances,  1  was  led  into  the  snare,  which  pro- 
per reflection  (had  I  not  neglected  it)  would  have  made 
me  avoid.  But  I  absolutely  and  solemnly  disclaim  all 
knowledge  of  setting  the  Indians  loose  on  the  defenceless 
inhabitants ;  that  and  every  other  species  of  inhumanity  I 
deprecate  and  abhor.  I  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  the  5th  of 
November,  1775;  we  left  it  on  the  13th;  and,  on  the  20th, 
were  made  prisoneis  in  Maryland,  where  we  were  closely 
confined.  On  the  29th  of  December  I  escaped,  with  des- 
patches for  the  garrison  o{  Detroit  and  Illinois,  (for  purposes 
which  you  already  know,  having  got  the  lettei-s,)  and  had  a 
bill  on  Captain  Lord  for  two  hundred  dollai-s  to  supply  me 
with  necessaries,  being  obliged  to  leave  my  clothes  and  go 
in  disguise,  not  as  a  reward,  which  I  despise  and  scorn — in 
that  light  no  man  would  have  made  such  an  attempt ;  but 
from  what  I  have  since  discovered,  I  have  also  great  reason 
to  repent  this.  I  was  retaken  over  the  Alleghany  Mountains 
on  the  10th  oi  January,  and  immediately  brought  to  this  city, 
where  I  have  been  ever  since,  very  closely  confined,  to  the 
real  prejudice  of  my  healtii,  perpetually  shut  up  in  a  very 
close,  damp  room,  without  air  or  exercise.  I  beg  leave,  gen- 
tlemen, to  assure  you  tliat  my  healtii  is  greatly  impaired ; 
that  my  hands  and  feet  frequently  swell  up  suddenly  to 
such  a  degree  as  to  be  entirely  useless  for  a  considerable 
time  afterwards,  besides  a  loss  of  appetite.  I  am  also  very 
often  seized  with  violent  pain  and  extreme  sickness,  and 
fainting,  so  that  unless  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  enlarge 
me,  I  really  think  my  life  will  soon  be  greatly  endangered ; 
I  therefore  earnestly  solicit  an  enlargement  on  parole  as  a 
particular  favour  in  these  circumstances.  If  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  grant  me  this,  I  solemnly  promise  tliat  whatever 
place  or  terms  you  may  prescribe  me  shall  be  most  strictly 
and  religiously  adhered  to. 

Understanding  there  have  been  injurious  reports  of  me, 
I  also  would  beg  leave  to  declare,  that  every  party  or  per- 
sonal prejudice,  pique,  or  resentment,  I  absolutely  disclaim 
or  despise.  Devoted  to  Britain,  and  a  friend  to  America, 
I  most  sincerely  wish  for  a  reconciliation  on  constitutional 
principles,  and  lament  the  effusion  of  blood  on  both  sides 
with  unfeigned  concern.  No  man  would  more  cheerfully 
than  I  venture  his  life  in  the  cause  of  America  against  any 
power  but  Britain,  to  which  education  and  nature  inspire 
me  with  a  reverential  attachment.  A  sincere  friend  to  free- 
dom, I  never  wished  the  liberty  of  a  British  subject  to  be 
abridged  throughout  the  wide  extended  empire ;  and  I  was 
so  far  from  thinking  the  obnoxious  acts  of  Parliament  just, 
or  of  disapproving  of  a  steady  constitutional  opposition  to 
them,  that  nothing  could  have  induced  me  to  join  or  bo 
active  on  either  side,  but  the  impossibility  of  remaining 
neutral.  I  then  engaged  in  favour  of  the  country  to  which 
I  was  attached  by  nature  and  by  birth,  but  with  the  melan- 
choly and  painful  reflection  that  even  victory  in  reality  was 
loss,  and  with  ardent  wishes  for  a  speedy  and  amicable  ad- 
justment. These,  gentlemen,  are  and  ever  have  been,  my 
true,  undisguised  sentiments ;  and  I  hope  my  sincerity  will 
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not  give  offence,  being  intended  only  to  exculpate  myself 
from  misrepresentiition.  1  beg  leave  again  to  assure  you 
that  I  have  suffered  much  by  this  very  close  confinement, 
particularly  in  my  health,  which  is  almost  destroyed ;  and 
I  hope,  for  that  reason,  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  grant  this 
earnest  solicitation  for  enlargement.  Any  restrictions  you 
think  proper  shall  be  inviolably  observed  by,  gentlemen, 
with  due  respect,  your  n)ost  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 

^^^^>  -      John  Smyth.* 

P.  S.  Being  restricted  from  pen  and  ink,  I  am  obliged 
to  write  with  a  lead  pencil,  which  probably  may  render 
this  illegible  ;  if  so,  I  could  wish  to  be  brought  before  you, 
where  1  will  engage  to  be  as  candid  as  if  upon  honour,  or 
even  on  oath. 

ALLAN    CAMERON    TO    THE    CONGKESS. 
[Read  April  30,  1776.] 

Philadelphia  Jail,  April  29,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  I  make  no  doubt,  from  what  I  have  heard 
lately,  but  that  I  have  been  represented  to  you  in  a  very 
odious  and  desperate  light ;  but  in  justice  to  myself  must 
say  that  few  men  lament  the  commencement  and  dreadful 
continuance  of  the  present  unhappy  disputes  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  American  Colonies  more  than  I  do ;  and 
no  man  wishes  more  for  a  speedy  reconciliation  upon  an 
honourable  and  firm  basis,  that  both  may  revert  to  their 
former  happy  state,  which  all  the  world  besides  so  much 
envied.  However,  induced  by  the  opportunity  and  request 
of  my  uncle,  Doctor  McLean,  I  shall  give  you  an  exact 
account  of  the  circumstances  that  caused  me  to  enter  upon 
this  unfortunate  expedition :  Finding  a  northern  climate 
necessary  for  the  recovery  of  my  health,  I  took  passage 
from  St.  Augustine  with  the  Fourteenth  Regiment,  and 
arrived  in  Norfolk  some  time  in  October  last,  still  intending 
to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  proceeding  north  from  thence 
to  Boston,  where  I  meant  to  have  joined  his  Majesty's 
Army.  His  Excellency  Lord  Dutimorc  finding  this  my 
intention,  offered  me  a  commission  in  a  new  regiment  in 
this  intended  expedition  with  Colonel  Connolly,  which  I  ac- 
cepted ;  but  at  the  same  time  must  inform  you  that  I  never 
understood,  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  think,  that  Colonel 
Connolly  had  any  such  orders  as  to  bring  down  the  Indians 
indiscriminately  upon  the  inhabitants,  much  less  upon  de- 
fenceless women  and  children,  as  is  reported.  And  not- 
withstanding my  sincere  and  real  attachment  to  the  British 
Constitution,  I  freely  own  and  say,  that  1  would  have  no 
share  in  such  an  undertaking.  On  the  20th  of  November 
last  1  was  taken  prisoner,  ever  since  which  time  I  have 
been  closely  confined,  so  that  my  health  is  now  greatly  im- 
paired thereby;  often  seized  with  sudden  sickness,  pains, 
faintings,  with  loss  of  appetite,  and  fonnerly  a  spitting  of 
blood,  and  am  apprehensive  that  in  a  short  time  even  ray 
life  will  be  endangered ;  for  this  reason,  gentlemen,  I  would 
beg  the  favour  of  you  to  admit  me  to  an  enlargement  on  a 
parole,  upon  such  honourable  terms  as  you  may  demand, 
and,  if  granted,  I  shall  strictly  adhere  to,  until  exchanged 
by  mutual  agreement  or  these  unhappy  disputes  otherwise 
determined. 

In  great  expectation  that  you  will  release  me  from  this 

•  This  deplorable  condition  to  which  I  was  reduced  at  length  moved 
even  the  iron  heart  of  the  Jailer  to  compassion,  and  he  entreated  me  to 
make  application  to  the  Congress  for  the  preservation  of  life;  observing, 
that  although  he  was  restricted  from  allowing  me  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  he 
would  send  me  a  pencil  and  a  card. 

Determined  never  to  acknowledge  or  submit  to  the  authority  of  the 
Congress,  unless  by  compulsion,  I  was  much  at  a  loss  in  what  manner 
or  for  what  purpose  to  address  them;  and  I  concluded  only  to  request 
that  they  wou  d  either  render  my  confinement  supportable,  or  order  me 
to  immediate  execution,  which  I  infinitely  preferred  to  my  present  situa- 
tion of  being  destroyed  by  inches.  This  I  transmitted  to  them  by  the 
Jailer,  written  with  a  black-lead  pencil  upon  the  back  of  a  common 
playing  caid. 

They  then  ordered  me  to  be  brought  before  them ;  and  excepting  some 
insidious  attempts  to  corrupt  my  principles,  bchavcil  towards  me  very 
politely,  making  apologies  for  what  had  past,  and  promising  better 
treatment  in  future,  at  the  same  time  declaring  their  astonishment  at 
my  desperate  attempt,  as  they  called  it,  of  reaching  Detroit  or  liU/iois 
alone  (for  I  had  not  divulged  the  circumstance  about  Jiarcla'j)  and  on 
foot,  at  that  rigorous  season  of  the  year,  through  a  barbarous  and 
hostile  country,  and  without  friends,  money,  or  resources. 

But  although  they  promised  to  render  my  confinement  more  support- 
able, yet  T  was  ordered  back  to  prison  almost  in  the  same  situation  as 
before,  for  my  situation  was  very  little  amended  by  them. — Smith's 
Tour,  II.  286. 


most  disagreeable  situation,  I   am,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant,  ^^^^^  Cameron.. 


JOHN  CONNOLLY  TO  THE  CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  February  8,  1776: 

Gentlemen:  I  have  for  some  time  past  been  indulged 
with  the  privilege  of  walking  in  the  Jail  for  the  benefit  of 
the  air,  and  flattered  myself  that  such  enlargement  would 
tend  to  facilitate  my  recovery ;  but  unhapj)ily  find  myself 
disappointed.  My  infirm  state  of  health  and  present  condi- 
tion cannot  fail  to  touch  the  humanity  of  every  feehng  indi- 
vidual ;  and  in  whatever  light  I  may  appear  as  an  enemy, 
yet  my  distress  as  a  prisoner,  aggravated  by  the  cruel  addi- 
tion of  pining  sickness,  must  command  the  attention  of 
every  generous  heart. 

My  difference  in  political  opinion,  and  the  causes  insti- 
gating me  to  action,  however  criminal  they  may  appear,  I 
can,  with  the  integrity  of  a  man  of  honour,  assert  arose 
from  a  sense  of  duty  and  gratitude  too  powerful  to  be  com- 
batted  by  any  contrary  arguments. 

I  have  now  languished  near  four  months  in  close  impri- 
sonment, and  my  physician  has  never  given  over  his  visits 
as  ineffectual  towards  my  recovery  without  exercise  and  the 
open  air.  I  shall  not  presume  to  dictate  to  you,  gentlemen, 
but  cannot  avoid  intimating  that  my  treatment  appears  par- 
ticularly severe.  Conscaous  as  I  am  of  unblemished  honour, 
when  the  security  of  my  person  is  demanded  my  sensibility 
is  deeply  wounded  to  find  you  prefer  the  strength  of  a  Jail 
to  effect  that  purpose.  Political  reasons  may  urge  this 
severity ;  but  permit  me  to  assure  you  that,  whatever  may 
be  your  determination  with  regard  to  me  hereafter,  I  shall 
be  equally  ready  to  obey  youi;  summons  if  enlarged  upon 
parole,  as  immured  within  these  walls. 

If  you  will  be  good  enough  to  allow  me  to  attend  my 
brother  into  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  my  health,  and 
prescribe  such  bounds  as  you  may  judge  proper,  my  honour 
shall  inviolably  determine  me  to  pursue  your  directions. 
However  different  we  are  in  sentiment,  there  remains  no 
doubt  of  the  sincerity  of  his  political  professions ;  and  there- 
fore in  the  hands  of  such  a  person,  who  will  become  respon- 
sible for  my  appearance  whenever  demanded,  my  pei-son 
will  be  perfectly  at  your  disposal.  Whether  I  am  to  be 
admitted  to  a  chance  of  recovery  of  health,  or  sentenced 
to  drag  on  a  miserable  existence  (possibly)  for  a  few  weeks 
longer,  is  what  I  flatter  myself  you  will  be  kind  enough 
speedily  to  determine  upon. 

I  aim,  gendemen,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient,  hum- 


ble servant, 


John  Connolly. 


March  Qth.—\  visited  Major  Connolly  yesterday,  and 
found  him  still  so  much  disordered  that  I  fear  nothing  will 
effectually  cure  him  but  such  exercise  as  cannot  easily  be 
had  within  the  enclosure  of  the  Jail.  Riding  on  horseback, 
I  believe,  is  the  only  remedy  that  will  remove  the  cause  of 
his  disorder,  which  is  occasioned  entirely  by  a  relaxation  of 


his  nerves. 


B.  Rush. 


COLONEL   LOWREY   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Amwell,  New-Jersey,  April  29,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  of  the  20th  instant,  with 
the  resolve  of  Congress  respecting  the  purchase  of  pork.  I 
immediately  sent  off  two  men  to  buy  and  engage  the  quan- 
tity ordered.  I  have  engaged  between  five  and  six  hundred 
barrels,  and  a  quantity  of  gammons,  which  shall  forward  to 
General  Schuyler  as  fast  as  possible.  One  of  the  men  I 
sent  out  to  buy  pork  is  not  yet  returned  ;  what  he  has  bought 
I  do  not  yet  know.  I  shall  buy  and  forward  all  I  can.  If 
my  ordere  had  been  sooner,  it  would  have  been  in  my  power 
to  have  purchased  the  quantity  much  lower  and  sooner.  I 
had  a  large  part  of  it  myself,  but  sold  most  part  of  it  before 
I  received  your  orders,  for  the  use  of  the  troops  at  Amboy 
and  State7i^Island. 

I  intended  coming  to  Philadelphia  myself  this  week,  but 
am  obliged  to  go  immediately  to  New-  York,  to  pay  off  and 
settle  with  the  two  Jersey  Battalions,  who,  I  am  infomied,  are 
both  ordered  to  Canada. 

Have  sent  the  bearer,  Mr.  James  Wright,  for  the  money  ; 
please  to  give  him  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  fifteen 
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thousand  dollars.    He  will  immediately  come  to  me  at  New- 
York,  as  I  shall  want  some  of  the  money  to  pay  off  the 
•troops.     If  any  commands,  please  to  write  me  by  Mr.  White. 
I  am,  with  due  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 

^^^i^^^"''  Thomas  Lowrey. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire. 


COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETI   TO   THE    NEW-YORK  DELEGATES  IN 

CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  8,  1776.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York, ') 
April  29,  1 776.      5 

Gentlemen  :  On  the  2.3d  March  last  we  wrote  to  you 
upon  a  subject  of  the  utmost  importance :  the  command  of 
the  Marine  Department  on  the  lakes.  Our  application  was 
occasioned  by  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  a  copy  of 
which  we  then  enclosed  to  you.  The  General  in  that  letter 
infonned  our  Congress  that,  in  case  Major  Doitg-Zaw  should 
decline  that  command,  there  was  no  person  he  would  more 
willingly  have  to  command  the  vessels  than  Captain  JVyn- 
koop ;  and  requested,  at  any  rate,  to  send  him  up  the  soonest 
possible,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  sailors  for  the  two 
schooners  and  sloops.  We  further  informed  you,  that  we 
immediately  sent  for  Captain  Wynkoop,  communicated  to 
him  the  General's  letter,  and  sent  him,  with  a  copy  of  it,  to 
Major  Douglass  ;  that  lie  was  then  in  service,  and  that  it 
would  be  at  least  two  montlis  before  he  could  attend  at  the 
lakes,  if  his  health  would  permit ;  that  we  thereupon  wrote 
him  a  letter,  a  copy  of  which,  and  of  his  answer,  we  also  en- 
closed to  you.  In  our  letter  to  him  we  also  gave  him  a  gentle 
reproof  for  his  uncertain  answer  to  Wynkoop,  and  signified 
that  we  expected  his  immediate  answer,  and  in  case  of  his 
acceptance,  he  should  stand  ready  for  the  execution  of  his 
duty  at  a  minute's  warning,  whenever  the  service  should  re- 
quire it.  In  his  answer  he  informed  us :  "I  told  Captain 
Wynkoop  what  I  now  tell  you,  that  whenever  I  receive  or- 
ders from  the  Congress  or  General,  I  was  willing  to  comply, 
if  my  health  would  permit ;  and  as  Captain  Wynkoop  is  de- 
sired by  the  General  to  get  his  men  and  go  up,  I  beg  you 
would  assist  and  forward  him ;  and  if  I  am  not  called  upon, 
shall  endeavour  to  serve  my  country  in  some  station  of  as 
much  importance  as  to  command  the  lakes."  We  further 
reminded  you  in  the  above-mentioned  letter,  that  the  season 
was  SO  far  advanced  that  the  service  would  suffer  if  the  ves- 
sels on  the  lakes  were  not  immediately  employed.  And  con- 
ceiving that  Major  Douglass's  indetermination  would  make 
room  for  a  new  appointment,  we  took  the  liberty,  through 
you,  to  recommend  Captain  Wynkoop  as  a  person  who  was 
bred  a  mariner,  had  frequently  been  master  of  mercantile 
vessels,  had  served  with  reputation  last  war,  both  in  the  land 
and  sea  service ;  that  we  then  thought  him  (as  we  still  do) 
an  officer  of  merit ;  and  that  we  had  heard  his  conduct  in  the 
last  campaign  highly  applauded,  conceived  him  to  be  worthy 
of  the  trust,  and  that  from  General  Schuylei^s  letter,  the  ap- 
pointment would  not  be  disagreeable  to  him.  We  further 
informed  yoa  that  Captain  Wynkoop  would  not  continue  in 
the  marine  service  under  Major  Douglass ;  but  that,  never- 
theless, we  had  prevailed  on  him,  with  the  argument  of  dan- 
ger that  the  service  would  suffer,  to  engage  seamen  and 
proceed  to  the  General  with  all  possible  despatch.  To  this 
letter  we  have  •  hitherto  not  been  favoured  with  an  answer ; 
but  have  heard  a  report  that  some  order  from  the  Continental 
Congress  has  been  sent  to  Major  Douglass  to  repair  to  the 
post  assigned  him.  General  Schuyler,  still  attentive  to  the 
importance  of  the  service  on  the  lakes,  in  a  letter  of  the  4th 
instant  to  General  Thompson,  who  furnished  us  with  a  copy 
of  it,  writes  thus :  "  WUl  you  be  so  good  as  to  request  the 
New-York  Congress  that  the  sailors  may  be  sent  up  without 
delay."  In  consequence  of  this  we  sent  for  Captain  Wyn- 
koop, being  convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  sending  up 
the  seamen  without  an  officer,  and  engaged  him  to  inlist  the 
men,  and  to  proceed  to  put  the  vessels  in  order,  under  the 
present  uncertainty  of  his  station,  on  condition  that  he  be 
permitted  to  quit  the  service  in  case  he  should  be  superse- 
ded. Of  this  we  informed  General  Schuyler,  by  letter  of  the 
'25th  instant,  of  which  Captain  Wynkoop,  who  is  gone  up 
with  his  seamen,  is  the  bearer. 

After  what  has  been  said  in  recommendation  of  Captain 
Wynkoop,  we  shall  presume  to  say  no  more  than  that,  m  case 


Major  Douglass  should  decline,  we  ho])e  this  fresh  instance 
of  Captain  Wynkoop' s  zeal  for  the  publick  service,  added  to 
his  former  merit,  will  have  sufficient  weight  with  the  Con- 
gress to  confimi  him  in  that  command  which  was  destined 
for  Major  Douglass. 

We  herewith  send  you  the  Petition  and  Remonstrances  of 
New-York,  for  redress  of  grievances. 

Major  Benedict,  of  the  first  New-  York  Battalion,  conceiv- 
ing himself  unfit  for  that  office,  has  made  a  voluntary  resig- 
nation, by  which  that  Majority  has  become  vacant.  On  this 
occasion  we  conceive  it  to  become  our  duty  to  hold  up  two 
candidates  for  the  choice  of  Congress.  Major  Barnabas  Tut- 
hill,  of  Colonel  Holmes's  Regiment,  of  the  last  year's  levies, 
and  the  person  who,  from  an  attention  to  rank,  we  put  on 
the  list  of  Lieutenant-Colonels  for  the  present  levies,  is  one. 
He  was  an  officer  in  the  last  war,  and  we  have  never  heard 
of  anything  to  his  disadvantage,  cither  in  civil  or  military 
character.  Captain  Marinus  Willet  was  in  service  during 
the  last  war,  and  was  Captain  in  the  last  year's  New-York 
levies  ;  and,  with  an  attention  to  his  rank  as  second  Captain 
in  the  First  Battalion,  and  when  Captain  Weisenfels,  who  was 
the  first  Captain,  was  promoted  to  a  Lieutenant  Colonelcy, 
we  recommended  Captain  Willet  for  the  Majority ;  but  by 
some  mistake,  as  we  conceive.  Captain  Benedict,  the  second 
Captain  of  the  Fourth  Battalion,  was  preferred  to  him.  Cap- 
tain Willet  cannot,  in  our  opinion,  have  a  better  recommen- 
dation than  General  Schuyler's  letter  to  us  of  the  4th  March 
last,  which  is  literally  as  follows,  to  wit :  "  When  an  officer 
has  acted  witli  remarkable  attention  and  propriety,  it  becomes 
a  duty  in  his  commander  to  give  publick  testimony  of  it. 
Such  has  been  the  conduct  of  Captain  Willet  during  the 
last  campaign  ;  he  is  therefore  entitled  to  the  attention  of  his 
country."  For  these  reasons  we  beg  leave  to  hold  up  Cap- 
tain Wilkt  as  another  candidate  for  the  Majority. 

We  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  and 
verj'  humble  servants, 

By  order :  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Chairman. 

To  the  Gentlemen  Delegates  for  New-  York,  in  Continental 
Congress. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New- York,  April  29,  1776. 

It  is  with  great  concern  I  learn  from  every  hand,  that  your 
works  for  the  defence  of  Boston  and  the  harbour  go  on  ex- 
ceedingly slow.  I  must  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  push  Colo- 
nel Gridley  on  to  a  diligent  and  fitithful  discharge  of  his  duty 
in  this  particular.  We  cannot  possibly  tell  where  the  ene- 
my will  pitch  their  tents  next.  If  Boston  is  left  open  and 
unguarded,  it  may  be  a  temptation  to  go  there ;  but  at  any 
rate,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  putting  the  town  in  the  best 
posUire  of  defence  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of.  I 
shall  be  glad,  in  your  next,  to  receive  a  particular  account 
of  what  has  been  done  towards  fortifying  the  harbour. 

Four  regiments,  to  wit :  Poor's,  Patterson's,  Greaton's, 
and  Bond's,  are  already  gone  off  for  Canada.  Beed's  and 
Stark's  will  embark  this  day  for  Albany,  on  their  route  to 
the  same  place ;  and  four  others  will  follow  in  a  day  or  two. 

I  am,  sir,  he,  ^^^^^^  Washington. 

To  Major-General  Ward. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO   GENERAL   SCHUYLER. 

New-York,  April  29,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  24th  instant,  and  now,  to 
inform  you  that,  in  addition  to  the  four  regiments  detached 
from  hence  under  General  Thompson,  I  am  ordered  by  Con- 
gress to  send  six  more.  This  detachment  will  be  under  the 
command  of  General  Sullivan,  and  consists  of  two  of  the 
Eastern  regiments,  (Reed's  and  Stark's,)  and  of  four  of  these 
Provinces.  The  two  first  will  embark  to-day,  the  others 
will  be  pushed  forward  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  spoken  to  the  Commissary  to  send  forward  a  supply 
of  provisions.  He  says  that  he  is  taking  measures  for  that 
purpose,  and  that  it  shall  be  done.  The  powder  you  wrote 
for  I  shall  attempt  to  furnish,  and  as  early  as  in  my  power, 
the  augmentation  of  the  Army  in  Canada  necessarily  re- 
quiring a  large  increase  to  that  which  was  there  before. 

The  Congress  have  sent  tliree  boxes  of  money,  said  to 
contain  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.     They  are  thus  far 
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on  their  way  to  you,  and  will  be  transmitted  by  General 
Sullivan.  I  wish,  and  doubt  not  but  that  you  will,  make 
every  preparation  at  Albany  for  expediting  the  troops  to 
Canada.  The  situation  of  our  affairs  there  calls  aloud  for 
despatch  and  the  most  vigorous  exertions. 

A  Mr.  Ray,  of  tiiis  city,  has  informed  Colonel  Ritzema 
that  a  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rcnsselear  has  above  three  thousand 
stand  of  arms  in  his  possession  at  Albany.  Do  make  strict 
inquiry  into  the  matter,  and  if  any  can  be  had,  send  them 
here  unmediately.  Colonel  Ritzema' s  Regiment,  and  others 
now  raising,  being  greatly  deficient,  I  may  say  almost  desti- 
tute, and  without  any. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  esteem,  yours,  &c., 

George  Washington. 
To  the  Honourable  Major-General  Schuyler. 

Colonel  James  Reed's  receipt  for  three  hundred  thousand 
Dollars,  for  General  Schuyler. 

New- York,  April  29,  1776. 
Then  received  from  General  Washington  three  bbxes, 
said  to  contain  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  deli- 
vered to  General  Schuyler,  at  Albanv.        ^  r. 

^  '         James  Keed. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  JOHN  AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON. 

New- York,  April  29,  1776. 

Dear  Brother:  Since  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I  have 
been  favoured  with  two  or  three  of  your  letters,  and  thank 
you  for  your  kind  and  frequent  remembrance  of  me.  If  I 
should  not  write  to  you  so  often  as  you  do  to  me,  you  must 
attribute  it  to  its  true  cause,  and  that  is,  the  hurry  and  mul- 
tiplicity of  business  in  which  I  am  constantly  engaged,  from 
the  time  I  rise  out  of  my  bed  until  I  go  into  it  again. 

1  wrote  to  you  a  pretty  full  account,  just  before  I  left  Cam- 
bridge, of  the  movements  of  the  two  Armies,  and  now  refer 
you  to  it.  Since  that  time,  I  have  brought  the  whole  Army 
which  I  had  in  the  ^ew-England  Governments  (five  regi- 
ments excepted,  left  behind  for  the  defence  of  Boston,  and 
the  stores  we  have  there)  to  this  place ;  and  eight  days  ago 
I  detached  four  regiments  for  Canada,  and  I  am  now  em- 
barking six  more  for  the  same  place,  as  there  are  reasons  to 
believe  that  a  push  will  be  made  there  this  campaign,  and 
things  in  that  country  not  being  in  a  very  promising  way, 
either  with  respect  to  the  Canadians  or  Indians.  These  de- 
tachments have  weakened  us  very  considerably  in  this  im- 
portant post,  where,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  there  are  too  many 
inimical  persons.  But  as  our  affairs  in  Canada  can  derive 
no  support  except  what  is  sent  to  them,  and  the  Militia  may 
be  called  in  here,  it  was  thought  best  to  strengthen  that 
quarter  at  the  expense  of  this ;  but  I  am  afraid  we  are  ra- 
ther too  late  in  doing  it.  From  the  Eastern  Army,  under  my 
immediate  command,  it  was  impossible  to  do  it  sooner. 

We  have  already  gone  great  lengths  in  fortifying  this  city 
and  the  Hudson  River.  A  fortnight  more  will  put  us  in  a 
very  respectable  posture  of  defence.  The  works  we  have 
already  constructed,  and  which  they  found  we  were  about  to 
erect,  have  put  the  King's  ships  to  flight ;  for,  instead  of 
lying  within  pistol-shot  of  the  wharves,  and  their  sentries 
conversing  with  ours,  whilst  they  received  every  necessary 
that  the  country  afforded,  they  have  now  gone  down  to  the 
Hook,  near  thirty  miles  from  this  place,  the  last  harbour  tliey 
can  get  to ;  and  I  have  prevailed  upon  the  Committee  of 
Safety  to  forbid  every  kind  of  intercourse  between  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  Colony  and  the  enemy.  This  I  was  resolved 
upon  effecting;  but  I  thought  it  best  to  bring  it  about  through 
that  channel,  as  I  now  can  pursue  my  own  measures  in  sup- 
port of  their  resolves. 

Mrs.  Washington  is  still  here,  and  talks  of  taking  the 

small-jwx  ;  but  I  doubt  her  resolution.    Mr.  and  Mre.  Cmtis 

will  set  out  in  a  few  days  for  Maryland.     I  did  not  write  to 

you  by  tiie  'Squire,  because  his  departure,  in  the  first  place, 

was  sudden  ;  in  the  next,  I  had  but  little  to  say.    I  am  very 

sorry  to  hear  that  my  sister  was  indisposed  when  you  last 

wrote.     I  hope  she  is  now  recovered,  and  that  your  family 

are  well.     That  they  may  continue  so,  and  that  our  once 

happy  country  may  escape  the  depredations  and  calamities 

attending  war,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of,  dear  sir,  your  most 

affectionate  brother,  ^  ... 

Ueorge   Washington, 

To  John  Augustine  Washington. 


Proclamation 
By  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General 
and   Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the   United 
Colonies. 

Whereas  an  intercourse  and  correspondence  with  the- 
ships-of-war,  and  other  vessels  belonging  to  and  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  is  highly  detrimental  to- 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  said  Colonies : 

And  whereas  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of 
Neiv- York,  taking  the  same  under  their  consideration,  on 
the  I8th  ultimo,  did  resolve  and  order  "That  no  inhabitant 
of  the  said  Colony,  on  any  pretence,  or  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever,  either  in  person  or  in  writing,  should,  directly 
or  indirectly,  presume  to  have  or  maintain  any  intercourse 
whatsoever  with  any  Ship  belonging  to  or  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  said  King,  or  with  any  of  his  Officers  or  Mi- 
nisters, or  with  any  person  or  persons  on  board  the  same, 
on  pain  of  being  dealt  whh  in  tiie  severest  manner ;"  not- 
withstanding which,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  sundry 
base  and  wicked  persons,  preferring  their  own  present  pri- 
vate emolument  to  tlieir  country's  weal,  have  continued  to 
carry  on  the  same,  particularly  some  who,  under  pretence 
of  coming  to  the  market  of  this  city  by  water,  have  put 
themselves,  their  vessels  and  effects,  in  the  way  of  the  said 
ships-of-war,  for  the  purposes  of  giving  intelligence,  and  fur- 
nishing them  with  supplies  of  provision,  and  have  been 
taken : 

To  the  end  that  such  evil  and  pernicious  practices  may 
be  remedied  and  prevented  in  future,  1  hereby  publish  and 
declare,  that  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  hereafter  pre- 
sume to  have,  hold,  or  continue  to  carry  on  such  intercourse, 
or  any  kind  of  correspondence  whatsoever,  or  furnish  and 
supply  the  said  ships-of-war,  and  other  vessels  in  such  ser- 
vice, with  provisions  and  necessaries  of  any  kind,  that  he 
or  they,  so  offending,  will  be  deemed  and  considered  as  an 
enemy  or  enemies  to  the  rights  of  the  said  Colonies,  and, 
if  apprehended,  will  be  treated  accordingly. 

And  I  do  hereby  will  and  require  all  officers  and  soldiers 
in  the  Army  under  my  command,  and  most  earnestly  en- 
treat all  persons  well  attached  to  the  interest  of  the  said  Co- 
lonies, to  use  their  utmost  care  and  diligence  for  preventing 
the  same,  and  apprehending  and  securing  all  persons  who 
shall  be  guilty  thereof. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Head-Quarters,  in  the  City  of 
New- York,  this  29th  of  April,  Anno  Domini  1776. 

George  Washington. 


NEW-YORK    committee    OF    SAFETY    TO    GENERAL    WASH- 
INGTON. 
In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  April  29,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  27th,  we  have  received.  In 
answer  to  which,  we  would  inform  you  that  we  shall,  as 
soon  as  possible,  take  measures  for  putting  our  Militia  in 
such  a  situation  as  to  afford  the  Army  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  assistance  in  our  power,  whenever  you  shall  think 
it  necessary  to  call  for  their  aid,  either  for  the  defence  of 
this  or  the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

We  thank  you  for  the  information  respecting  the  signals, 
fixed  upon  below,  to  give  intelligence  of  the  approach  of  an 
enemy.  We  assure  you,  sir,  we  meant  not  by  our  letter  to 
intimate  the  least  desire  of  being  consulted  in  that  matter, 
for  which  the  gentlemen  of  the  Army  must  be  more  com- 
petent than  ourselves ;  but  as  you  intimated  that  similar  sig- 
nals might  possibly  be  of  service  in  assembling  the  Militia 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of 
New-Jersey,  we  proposed  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  wait 
upon  you,  sir,  that  we  might  be  informed  of  any  plan  that 
you  might  have  thought  of  for  that  purpose. 

We  omitted,  in  our  last,  to  infoim  you  that  we  have  not 
been  entirely  inattentive  to  the  subject  of  this  part  of  your 
recommendation.  Every  regiment  of  our  Militia  has  its 
place  of  rendezvous  appointed,  and  riders  are  fixed  at  dif- 
ferent stages  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  to  alarm 
the  country  in  case  of  invasion  ;  but  if,  upon  consideration, 
we  shall  judge  that  signals  may  be  of  service  in  calling  in 
our  Militia  more  speedily  than  can  be  done  in  that  way, 
we  shall  communicate  to  you  our  determinations  on  that 
head. 

We  are  sorry  to  find  there  was  a  possibility  of  misunder- 
standing the  passage  in  our  letter  respecting  the  four  batta- 
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lions  raising  in  this  Colony.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  we  never 
■considered  them  as  under  our  direction,  except  so  far  as  con- 
cerned the  forming  and  equipping  tiiem  ;  and  if  you  will  be 
pleased  to  refer  yourself  to  our  last  letter,  the  distinction 
taken  therein  between  tiie  lour  battalions  and  Van  Schatck's 
Jiegiinent,  will  convince  you  that  we  meant  nothing  more 
tl]an,  in  obedience  to  Congress,  to  have  the  completing  of 
them  for  the  command  of  the  Continental  General ;  nor 
do  we  esteem  them  so  pointedly  under  our  direction  in 
this  respect  as  to  exclude  your  solicitude,  as  Commander- 
in-Chief,  to  have  them  sj)eedily  completed  and  armed — a 
solir-itude  highly  becoming  your  station,  and  which,  instead 
of  affording  the  least  ground  for  unibratre,  serves  to  heighten 
the  opinion  which  your  former  conduct  has  invariably  taught 
us  to  entertain  of  your  vigilant  attention  to  the  important 
duties  of  your  office,  and  of  your  zeal  for  the  defence  and 
security  of  the  rights  of  this  much  injured  country.  You 
have  an  unquestionable  right  to  know  the  state  of  the  regi- 
ments raising  in  this  Colony ;  and  it  has  given  us  no  small 
concern  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  neces- 
sary returns  from  the  Countias,  (though  we  have  some  time 
since  taken  the  proper  steps  for  that  purpose,)  to  enable  us 
to  give  you  other  than  a  very  partial  and  unsatisfactory  in- 
formation on  that  head.  We  enclose  you  a  return,  by 
which  you  will  find  tiie  First  Battalion  is  most  deficient. 
The  return  is  fi-om  information  which  came  to  hand  since 
we  had  the  honour  of  writing  our  last  letter  to  you. 

We  send  you  herewith  a  blank  warrant,  containing  our 
terms  of  inlistment,  which  are  substantially  a  copy  of  the 
resolutions  of  Congress.  But  upon  these  we  would  observe, 
that  although  it  appeared  to  us  that  the  defence  of  this  Co- 
lony was  the  primary  or  more  immediate  object  for  which 
the  four  battalions  were  designed,  yet  we  took  particular 
pains  to  inform  the  recruiting  officers  that  we  did  not  con- 
ceive that  to  be  the  only  object ;  but  that  they  would  be 
liable  to  be  ordered  into  any  of  the  neighbouring  Colonies, 
(^Canada  excepted,)  where  the  conmianding  officer  in  this 
department  should  judge  their  assistance  to  be  necessary, 
for  repelling  the  invasions  of  our  common  enemy. 

We  hope,  sir,  that  the  general  nature  of  the  cause  we  are 
engaged  in,  the  generous  attention  of  the  Continent  to  the 
defence  and  security  of  this  Colony,  and  the  readiness  of 
our  neighbours  to  come  to  our  assistance  from  time  to  time, 
when  they  have  apprehended  us  to  be  in  danger,  will  serve 
to  exclude  from  our  minds  the  narrow  distinction  of  Colo- 
nies, and  teach  us  to  esteem  the  British  Fleets  and  Annies 
as  much  our  enemies  while  on  the  coasts  of  Connecticut, 
New- Jersey,  or  Carolina,  as  if  they  lay  in  the  East  River. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day,  enclosing  the  resolve  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
arming  the  New-York  Battalions.  In  answer  to  which,  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  and 
to  assure  you  that  we  shall  exert  ourselves,  by  every  means 
in"  our  power,  for  their  being  properly  amied  and  accou- 
tred. 

We  are,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  your 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servants. 

Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Chairman. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

List  of  Officers  recruiting  in  the  City  and  County  of  Kvbk- 
NY,  and  number  of  Men  inlisted  for  each  Company. 

In  Committee,  Albany,  April  H,  1776. 

Cornelius  Van  Santvoort,  Captain  ;  Abraham  Becker,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Obadiah  Vaughan,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Da- 
vid Becker,  Ensign — eighty-nine  men  inlisted. 

Samuel  Van  Veghton,  Captain ;  John  Hoogkerk,  First 
Lieutenant ;  John  Ball,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Daniel 
Emerts,  Ensign — forty-seven  men  inlisted,  officers  in- 
cluded. 

John  H.  Wendall,  Captain ;  John  C.  Ten  Broeck,  First 
Lieutenant ;  John  Welch,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Os- 
trander.  Ensign  —  forty-nine  men  inlisted,  officers  in- 
cluded. 

Garret  S.  Veeder,  Jun.,  Captain  ;  Solomon  Pendleton,  First 
Lieutenant ;  David  Bates,  Second  Lieutenant ,:  Ephraim 
Stww,  Ensign — thirty-eight  men  inlisted. 

Herman  Vosburg,  Captain ;  Barret  Slates,  (^Salisbury,) 
First  Lieutenant ;  Isaac  Bogart,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Si- 


las Howard,  Ensign — seventy  men  inlisted,  officers  in- 
cluded. 

The  two  Companies  of  Tryon  County. 

Henry  O'Hura,  Caj)tain,  Charlotte  County. 

Ill  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  April  27,  1776. 

The  Committee  took  the  Letter  and  Return  from  the 
Committee  of  Albany  into  consideration  ;  and  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  the  Companies  within-mentioned,  the  two 
Tryon  County  Companies,  and  Captain  O'Hara^s  Com])a- 
ny,  coni))ose  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regiment. 

And  litsolvcd  and  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh 
Livingston,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  this  Colony,  advance  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Philip  Cort- 
landt  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  out  of  the  first 
moneys  that  shall  come  into  the  Treasury,  for  the  recruiting 
and  billeting  of  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regiment. 

That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Corlhmdt  proceed  to  Albany, 
to  forward  the  recruiting  of  the  said  Regiment ;  that  he 
wait  on  his  Excellency  General  Washington  for  such  direc- 
tions as  he  may  choose  to  give  ;  and  that  he  call  on  Colonel 
Wynkoop,  in  his  way,  for  his  aid,  direction,  and  assist- 
ance. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

John  McKesson,  Secretary. 

List  of  the  Field  Officers  of  the  four  Battalions  ordered 
to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony  of  New- 
York. 

First  Battalion :  Alcxamler  McDougall,  Colonel ;  Herman 
iJcrf^Mn^a;,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Joseph  Benedict,  Major. 

Second  Battalion  :  James  Clinton,  Colonel ;  Henry  B.  Li- 
vingston, Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Peter  P.  Schuyler,  Major. 

Thifd  Battalion  :  Rudolphus  Ritzema,  Colonel ;  Frederick 
Weisenfels,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Fisher,  Major. 

Fourth  Battalion  :  Cornelius  D.  Wynkoop,  Colonel ;  Philip 
Cortlandt,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Nicholson,  Major. 

The  following  Companies  are  placed  in  Colonel  Ritze- 
ma's  Regiment,  viz : 

Captain  Billings,  a  full  Company,  at  the  Fortifications  in 
the  Highlands  ;  ordered  down. 

Captain  Denton,  a  full  Company,  at  iVew-  York. 

Captain  Riker,  a  few  men. 

Captain  Hardenburgh,  full,  at  the  Fortifications ;  ordered 
down. 

Captain  Horton,  no  return  made. 

Captain  Hobby,  the  like. 

Captain  Hutchens,  nearly  full,  at  New-York. 

Captain  Pearce,  the  like  ;  ordered  to  the  city. 

Besides  tlie  above  Regiments,  Colonel  McDougaWs,  and 
that  raising  in  Albgny  and  Tryon  Counties,  the  following 
Companies,  at  the  time  of  the  last  returns  to  the  Commit- 
tee, consisted  of  the  following  number  of  men,  and  will  be 
speedily  regimented : 

Captain  Swartwout,  fifty  men,  at  the  Fortifications. 
Captain  Rosekrans,  seventy-seven  men,  at  the  Fortifica- 
tions. 

Captain  Belknap,  full,  at  tlie  Fortifications. 
Captain  Jackson,  full,  at  the  Fortifications. 
Captain  Griffin,        full,  ^q^  ;^  ^      jj^  ^ 

Captam  Davis,  lull,  >-  ,  i  j.  --,--'  ,  „  /, ' 
^„  '  •  „  '  1  /■  11  V  by  order  of  General  iieam. 
Captain  Roe,  nearly  lull,  j      •' 

Captain  Childs,  no  return  made. 


NEW-TOHK    COMMITTEE. 

Committee-Chamber,  New- York,  April  29, 1776. 

Whereas  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  by 
their  Resolves  of  the  13th  instant,  have  permitted  the  sale 
and  use  of  such  Teas  as  then  remained  on  hand,  and  upon 
which  no  duty  had  been  or  should  be  paid,  and  to  prevent 
the  Tea  holders  from  availing  themselves  of  the  scarcity 
which  a  stoppage  of  the  future  importation  thereof  might 
occasion,  and  exacting  exorbitant  prices  ;  tliey  resolved  that 
Bohea  tea  ought  not  to  be  sold  in  the  smallest  quantity,  at 
a  higher  price  than  at  the  rates  of  three-fourths  of  a  dollar 
(orsix  shillings  JVew-Forfc  currency)  a  pound  ;  a  price  which 
this  Committee  think  generous,  and  will  fully  compensate 
the  importer  for  extraordinary  expense,  risk,  and  loss  of  in- 
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terest  by  being  kept  so  long  unsold  ;  therefore  we  cannot 
entertain  the  least  doubt  that  any  person  will  hesitate  a 
moment  to  comply  with  the  said  Resolve. 

And  whereas  it  is  further  recommended  in  the  said  Re- 
solve, that  the  prices  of  all  other  Teas  shall  be  regulated  by 
the  Committees  of  the  Town  or  County  where  they  are 
sold :  This  Committee  therefore  resolve,  that  Congo  ought 
not  to  be  sold  by  the  smallest  quantity  for  more  than  sixteen 
shillings  the  pound  ;  Soushong  for  more  than  twenty  shillings 
a  pound  ;  nor  Hyson  for  more  than  thirty-two  shillings  a 
pound  ;  and  that  should  any  person  or  pei-sons  in  this  City 
or  County  be  found  so  lost  to  publick  virtue  and  love  of 
their  country,  and  so  stimulated  by  avarice,  as  to  ask  or  give 
more  than  the  aforesaid  piices  for  any  of  the  said  Teas ; 
upon  proof  thereof  appearing  to  this  Committee,  such  de- 
linquents may  be  assured  that,  without  distinction  of  per- 
sons, their  names  shall  be  held  up  to  the  publick  as  viola- 
tors of  the  Resolves  of  the  Congress,  and  enemies  to  the 
United  Colonies. 

A  true  copy  of  the  Minutes.     Published  by  order  of 

the  Committee.  ■,  ^,t  e      ^ 

Joseph  Winter,  liecretary. 


TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Sir:  We  are  sorry  to  trouble  your  Excellency  so  often, 
only  our  health,  as  well  as  our  duty  to  our  fellow-creatures, 
makes  it  necessary,  having  upon  us  the  strongest  symptoms 
of  a  contagious  distemper ;  and  being  confined  in  a  close 
room,  together  with  three  other  gentlemen,  they  undoubted- 
ly have  the  greatest  reason  to  be  apprehensive  of  its  conse- 
quences. As  we  believe  it  foreign  from  your  intention  to 
endanger  our  lives,  or  the  lives  of  others,  we  should  be  glad 
if  you  will  order  our  case  to  be  looked  into. 
We  remain  your  humble  servants, 

Thomas  R.  Harris,  Master's  Mate, 
William  METCALrE,  Midshipman, 
Of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Savage. 
City  Jail,  New- York,  April  29,  1776. 


MARINE    COMMITTEE    TO    ADMIRAL    HOPKINS. 

Providence,  April  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  An  express  having  arrived  here  from  Philadelphia 
this  evening,  with  the  enclosed  letters  for  you,  we  were  at 
a  loss  whether  to  forward  them  to  Neioport,  or  to  keep  them 
till  your  return ;  but  having  opened  that  from  the  Marine 
Committee  at  Philadelphia,  and  finding  it  to  contain  mat- 
ters requiring  the  greatest  despatch,  have  therefore  now 
forwarded  them  by  express,  hired  on  purpose  to  reach  you 
before  morning. 

We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants, 

John  Brown,  for  the  Committee. 
To  Admiral  Hopkins. 


CONNECTICUT    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Monday,  April  15,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety  : 

Present :  His  Honour  the  Govemour,  Jahez  Huntington, 
Jedediah  Elderldn,  Joshua  West,  Nathaniel  M^ales,  Jun., 
Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

On  the  Memorial  of  Messrs.  Doraison  and  Gourridge  Sf 
Co.,  granted  them  liberty  to  purchase  some  convenient  Ves- 
sel, capable  to  carry  forty  Horses,  and  load  the  same  with 
Horses  and  Stores  for  them,  fifteen  barrels  of  Pork,  thirty 
barrels  of  Flour,  forty  barrels  of  Beef,  forty  firkins  of  Hogs' 
Fat,  and  the  residue  of  the  cargo  in  Lumber,  of  Staves, 
Heading,  and  Hoops,  and  proceed  with  them  to  Cape  Fran- 
cois ;  that  they  have  liberty,  according  to  their  own  under- 
taking and  engagement,  to  bring  into  this  Colony,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  every  kind  of  Military  and  Naval  Stores,  Mo- 
lasses, Sugar,  Sulphur,  Blankets,  Linen,  and  any  kind  of 
coarse  Cloths ;  and  the  Govemour  is  desired  to  grant  him 
a  permit  accordingly. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table,  in 
favour  of  Captain  Robert  Niles,  for  four  hundred  Pounds, 
for  the  use  of  the  Schooner  Sjjy ;  and  to  render  his  Account 
when  required.  Order  drawn  15th  of  April,  1776,  and 
sent  to  Mr.  Simeon  Gray. 

Nathaniel  Backus  and  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires, 


arc  appointed  to  liquidate  the  Schooner  Spy's  Accounts, 
and  make  returns  as  soon  as  may  be. 

To  Seth  Harding,  Esquire,  Captain  of  the  Armed  Brig 
Df.ff.nce,  belonging  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  : 
You  are  hereby  ordered  forthwith  to  inlist  as  many  men 
as  you  can,  at  New-London,  for  the  service,  to  complete  the 
complement  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men.  You  are 
fiuther  ordered,  on  the  request  of  Admiral  Hopkins,  to  join 
the  American  fleet  under  his  command,  and  pixxieed  with 
him  on  a  short  cruise  against  our  enemies,  observing  such 
orders  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Admii-al,  under  the  same 
regulations  as  the  rest  of  the  Continental  fleet,  during  the 
time  for  which  the  Admiral  may  make  such  cruise  ;  alw  ays 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colo- 
ny, or  the  further  orders  of  the  Govemour  and  Council  of 
Safety. 

A  copy  of  the  above  was  sent  as  Orders  to  Captain  Har- 
ding, 15th  of  April,  1776,  by  hand  of  Mr.  Simeon  Gray. 

To  Robert  Niles,  Captain  of  the  Armed  Schooner  Spy  : 
You  are  hereby  ordered,  on  the  request  of  Admiral  Hop- 
kins, to  join  the  American  fleet  under  his  command,  and 
proceed  with  him,  on  a  short  cruise  against  our  enemies, 
observing  such  orders  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Admiral, 
under  the  same  regulations  as  the  rest  of  the  Continental 
fleet,  during  the  time  for  which  the  Admiral  may  make 
such  cruise ;  always  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  General 
Assembly,  or  the  ilirther  orders  of  die  Govemour  and  Coun- 
cil of  Safety.  If  the  Admiral  has  no  occasion  for  your  ser- 
vice, you  will  go  on  to  pursue  the  orders  you  have  already 
received. 

The  above  order  was  sent  by  Mr.  Simeon  Gray,  April 
15,  1776. 

Voted,  To  furnish  Captain ,  General  Thaddeus 

Burr,  Esq.,  Captain  Samuel  Broome,  and  M^jor  David 
Dimon,  of  Fairfield,  with  five  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
Powder,  to  set  forth  an  Armed  Vessel  against  the  enemies 
of  America ;  said  Powder  to  be  by  them  replaced  or  paid 
for  in  cash,  at  the  election  of  the  General  Assembly,  or  the 
Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety,  in  a  reasonable  time. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Elderkin  and  Nathaniel  Wales, 
Esquire,  be  a  Committee  to  employ  some  persons,  in  pro- 
per ways,  to  raise  or  procure  four  hundred  weight  of  black 
Lead,  at  the  Lead-Mines,  at  or  near  Union,  for  the  use  of 
Cannon  founding  at  Salisbury,  and  transport  the  same  to 
Salisbury,  for  said  purpose. 

Voted,  That  Mr.  David  Brooks,  of  Haddam,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  the  Row-Galley 
under  command  of  Captain  Tinker. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Jedediah  Elderkin  and  Nathaniel 
Wales,  Esquire,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  care  of  and  provide  for  the  Continental  Pri- 
soners brought  into  this  Colony  by  Admiral  Hopkins,  and 
ordered  to  be  kept  in  Windham  County  Jail,  and  to  order, 
direct  and  govern  said  Prisoners,  in  the  most  pradent  man- 
ner they  can,  until  further  orders  from  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, the  General  Assembly,  or  the  Govemour  and  Council 
of  Safety. 

Voted,  That  each  of  the  Row-Galleys  belonging  to  this 
Colony  be  provided  with  twenty  Lances  and  Poles,  and 
twenty  Tomaiiawks  or  Hatchets,  by  the  persons  who  furnish 
said  Galleys,  for  the  service. 

Voted.  That  Colonel  Elderkin  and  Nathaniel  Wales, 
Esquire,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  a  Committee 
to  take  care  of,  and  provide  for  Govemour  Broume,  and 
Messrs.  Irving  and  Babbage,  lately  brought  as  Prisoners 
from  Neiv-Providence,  and  treat  them  with  that  humanity 
and  kindness  which  is  shown  to  other  Continental  Prisoners 
of  their  rank  or  quality,  who  are  kept  in  this  Colony. 

Voted,  That  Prosper  Wetmore,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  New- 
London  County,  forthwith  transport  to  the  Town  of  Wind- 
ham all  the  Prisoners  committed  to  him  by  order  of  Cap- 
tain Hezckiah  Bissell  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  his  Honour  the  Govemour  and  Council 
of  Safety,  to  take  care  of  the  Prisoners  lately  brought  to 
New-London  by  Admiral  Hopkins ;  and  that  said  Sherifi:" 
deliver  said  Prisoners,  in  his  custody,  at  and  within  the 
County  Jail,  at  Windham,  in  the  County  of  Windham,  to 
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the  Sheriff  of  said  Windham  County  ;  and  said  Sheriff  of 
said  JViiulham  County  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to 
receive  all  said  Prisoners  at  the  hands  of  the  said  Nevi- 
Liondon  County  Sheriff,  and  them  hold  and  keep  in  safe 
custody  and  confinement,  in  said  Windham  County  Jail, 
until  further  ordei-s  from  the  General  Assembly,  or  his  Ho- 
nour the  Goveniour  and  his  Council  of  Safety. 

Monday,  April  22,  1776. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Goveniour  and  Council  of  Safety : 
Present :   His  Honour  the  Goveniour,  Jabez  Huntington, 

Jcdedinh  Elderkin,  Joshua  West,  Nathaniel  Waks,  Jun., 

Benjamin  Huntington,  Esquires. 

Allowed  a  Bill  in  favour  of  Colonel  Samuel  Abbot  for 
two  Pounds  eight  Shillings,  for  service  done  in  buying  Guns 
for  the  Troops  in  the  Continental  service  last  year;  and 
ordered  a  l^raft  on  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  accord- 
ingly. An  Order  drawn  April  22,  1776,  and  delivered  to 
Colonel  Jabez  Huntington. 

Allowed  to  Benjamin  Huntington,  Esq.,  an  Account  of 
twenty-nine  Pounds  seventeen  Shillings  and  three  Pence, 
New-  York  currency,  to  pay  for  Duck  by  him  purchased  for 
the  Colony  use ;  and  ordered  a  Draft  on  the  Pay -Table 
accordingly.  Order  drawn  April  22,  1776,  and  taken  by 
himself. 

Voted,  That  his  Honour  the  Governour  is  desired  to  write 
to  Colonel  Isaac  Sears,  to  answer  such  Drafts  as  Captain 
Ephraim  Bill  shall  make  ujion,  for  building  and  furnishing 
tlie  Colony  Ship  for  service. 

Allowed  a  Bill  in  favour  of  Captain  Edmxmd  Badger, 
for  one  Pound  twelve  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  lawful  money, 
for  going  a  journey  to  Providence,  in  the  Colony  service ; 
and  ordered  a  Draft  on  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table. 
Order  drawn  April  22,  1776,  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Wales. 

Voted,  .To  draw  on  the  Pay-Table  for  four  hundred 
Pounds,  in' favour  of  Ehenezer  Ledyard,  Esq.,  for  carrying 
on  the  Fortifications  at  Groton,  and  render  his  Account. 
Order  drawn  April  22,  1776,  and  deUvered  to  Ebenezer 
Ledyard,  Esquire. 

Voted,  That  Ebenezer  Ledyard,  Esq.,  in  behalf  of  this 
Colony,  apply  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Chester,  of  Groton,  for 
liberty  for  the  Engineers,  at  the  Fortifications  at  Groton,  to 
survey  as  much  of  said  Chestcr^s  Land  as  shall  be  wanted 
for  the  use  of  the  Fort  there,  and  agree  with  said  Chester 
upon  some  good  men  to  appraise  such  Land  on  oath,  to  be 
purchased  by  the  Colony,  and  make  report  thereof  to  the 
General  Assembly,  in  May  next. 

Voted,  That  Prosper  Wetmore,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  New- 
London  County,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  forthwith  to 
transport  Thomas  Russell,  David  Amott,  William  Cook, 
and  William  Willson,  Continental  Prisoners,  now  in  his  cus- 
tody, to  Windham,  in  the  County  of  Windham,  and  there 
deliver  the  said  Prisoners  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Jail,  in 
Windham,  in  the  County  of  Windham,  within  said  prison, 
who  is  likewise  hereby  required  to  receive  said  Prisonei-s, 
and  them  safely  keep,  within  said  prison,  until  they  shall 
come  out  thence  by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  or  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour and  Council  of  Safety. 

Voted,  That  Colonel  Jedediah  Elderkin  and  Nathaniel 
Wales,  Jun.,  Esq.,  take  care  and  provide  for  four  Continen- 
tal Prisoners  now  in  the  custody  o{ Prosper  Wetmore,  Sheriff 
of  New-London  County  ;  which  Prisoners  are,  by  order  of 
tlie  Goveniour  and  said  Council,  of  this  date,  ordered  to  be 
transjiorted  to  Windham  County  Jail,  and  confined  therein 
until  further  ordei-s. 

Voted,  That  his  Honour  the  Governour,  upon  applica- 
tion of  Captain  John  Deshon,  be  desired  to  draw  on  the 
Pay-Table  for  such  sum  as  his  Honour  on  consideration 
shall  think  best  to  allow  to  said  Deshon,  for  the  present 
necessity,  for  the  support  of  the  Tixwps  at  New-London. 
April  23,  1776,  Order  drawn  for  four  hundred  Pounds. 

Monday,  April  29,  1776. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety : 
Present:   His  Honour  the  Governour,  Eliphekt  Dyre, 
Jabez  Huntington,  Jedediah  Elderkin,  Joshua  West,  Wil- 
liam Williams,  Nathaniel  Waks,  Jun.,  Benjamin  Hunting- 
ton, Esquires. 


Colonel  Dyre  and  Colonel  Williams  made  report  of  their 
late  journey  to  Philadelphia,  &tc.,  &.C.,  and  many  other 
things  discoursed,  Sec. 

Moved,  That  a  Committee  may  be  appointed  to  take 
care  of  the  Prisoners  sent  to  Windham  from  on  board  of 
Commodore  Hopkins's  Fleet,  and  who  are  now  confined  in 
prison  there;  and  thereupon.  Colonel  Eliphekt  Dyre,  Jede- 
diah Elderkin,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Samuel  Gray,  and  Con- 
stant Southtvorth,  Esquires,  are  appointed  a  Committee  to 
take  care  of,  oversee,  and  direct  the  said  Prisoners  ;  and,  if 
they  shall  think  praper,  to  take  the  Parole  of  any  Officers 
there,  and  suffer  them  to  be  at  large,  and  to  dispose  of  the 
men  as  they  think,  to  be  at  labour,  and  on  their  refusal  or  ill 
behaviour  of  any,  to  be  remanded,  and  dealt  with  at  the 
discretion  of  the  said  Committee,  according  to  the  orders  of 
the  Goveniour  and  this  Council.     Copy  given. 

Simeon  Gray  exhibited  his  Account  for  entertaining  the 
Committee  or  this  Council,  from  their  first  meeting  till  this 
time,  and  for  sundiy  services  as  Express  to  sundry  places, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  thirty-five  Pounds  seven  Shillings 
and  five  Pence ;  which  is  allowed,  and  ordered  to  be  drawn 
for. 

Mr.  Miner,  the  Commissary  for  the  Stonington  Company, 
present,  moves  for  a  further  sum  of  Money,  &ic. 

And  Voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Pay -Table  draw  on 
the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
for  said  Esquire  Miner,  to  be  improved  and  accounted  for 
by  him  in  that  capacity.  An  order  given  and  delivered 
him. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  by  the  Committee  of 
Pay-Table  on  the  Treasurer,  in  favour  of  William  Lux,  of 
Norwich,  to  pay  for  Iron  and  Labour  in  building  Carriages 
for  Cannon  in  the  Colony's  use,  to  render  his  Account. 
Order  drawn  and  left  at  the  Govemour's. 

Allowed  Mr.  Alden's  Account,  of  thirteen  Shillings  and 
four  Pence,  for  entertaining  Colonel  Dyre  and  Colonel  El- 
derkin, several  times,  when  attending  Council,  &.c. 

Voted,  That  Adam  Babcock,  Esq.,  of  New-Haven,  be 
allowed  to  purchase  of  Colonels  Elderkin  and  Wales,  two 
hundred  pounds  of  Gunjwwder,  for  the  use  of  his  Privateer, 
now  fitting  out ;  and  in  the  meantime,  if  need  be.  Colonel 
Fitch,  of  said  town,  is  directed  to  lend  him  the  same  quan- 
tity, out  of  the  Colony  stores,  until  he  can  obtain  and  replace 
it  from  said  Colonels  Elderkin  and  Wales's  Manufactory,  or 
otherwise.     Copy  given  and  delivered  Mr.  James  Bice. 

Voted,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Pay-Table  for 
four  hundred  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Captain  James  Rice,  of 
New-Haven,  for  expenses  of  fitting  die  Colony  Brig  and 
building  the  Row-Galley  Whiting,  and  expenses  in  the  Co- 
lony service,  and  to  render  his  Account.     Copy  given. 

Voted,  That  Zadock  Brewster  is  appointed  Lieutenant 
of  the  Row-Galley  under  the  command  of  Captain  Theo- 
philus  Stanton. 

Voted,  That  Captain  Theophilus  Stanton  be  admitted  to 
pick  out  four  Cannon  at  New-London,  for  the  use  of  the 
Row-Galley  under  his  command,  and  see  that  the  same  be 
properly  bored  and  fitted  for  the  service.  Copy  given. 
Dismissed. 

To  the  Honourabk  Jonathan  Trumbull, -Esfj^.,  Governour 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  President  of  the 
Committee  of  War  : 

May  it  please  your  Honour  :  As  Mr.  Joseph  Hillard 
has  applied  to  us,  the  civil  authority,  Selectmen,  and  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  for  the  town  of  Killingsworth,  to  assist 
in  introducing  him  to  your  Honour,  and  the  other  respect- 
able gentlemen  the  Committee  of  War,  as  a  man  of  indus- 
try and  mechanical  invention,  so  that  his  disposition  may  be 
indulged,  and  his  abilities  exercised  for  the  good  of  his  dis- 
tressed country,  in  some  proper  station  and  character;  we 
beg  leave  to  infonii  your  Honour,  and  the  rest  of  the  ho- 
nourable and  worthy  gentlemen  of  the  said  War  Committee, 
that  the  said  Joseph  Hillard,  the  bearer  hereof,  (an  inhabi- 
tant of  this  town,)  is  a  man  of  steadiness  and  despatch  in 
business  he  engages  in  ;  is  of  uncommon  genius  and  readi- 
ness of  invention  in  mechanicks  and  mechanical  operations, 
and  has  sundry  times  applied  the  power  of  the  screw  to 
surprising  effect,  especially  in  weighing  and  getting  off  ves- 
sels, by  storms  left  upon  the  shore. 
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As  he  has  been  at  the  expense  of  furnishing  himself  with 
a  proper  apparatus  for  the  successful  application  of  this 
meclianical  power,  both  in  a  perpendicular  and  hoiizontal 
direction,  your  Honour,  with  the  rest  of  the  Committee, 
can  better  judge  whether  he  may  not  be  useful  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  in  handling  heavy  cannon,  placing  them 
in  or  removing  them  from  their  carriages,  as  there  may  be 
occasion,  or  in  relieving  ships  from  any  of  those  distresses 
the  violence  of  storms,  or  the  superior  force  of  the  British 
Navy,  may  unhappily  force  them  into  upon  our  shores. 

As  he  has  served  two  years  in  the  Army  last  war,  and 
has  acquired  a  general  knowledge  of  (he  operations  of  war 
and  military  exercises ;  is  also  a  man  of  peculiar  activity 
and  observation,  and  is  desirous  of  being  serviceable  to  these 
United  Colonies  in  some  proper  and  useful  sphere ;  we 
presume  to  recommend  him  to  such  appointment  or  direc- 
tion as,  in  your  superior  wisdom,  may  appear  most  likely  to 
introduce  him  into  the  publick  service  of  these  Colonies,  in 
a  capacity  you  may  judge  him  most  likely  to  be  serviceable 
in.  As  to  particular  instances  of  his  successful  use  and 
application  of  the  screw,  Sic,  he  is  able,  and  doubtless  will 
himself  give  you  a  just  and  more  circumstantial  account,  if 
it  be  desired. 

We  subscribe,  your  Honour's  most  obedient  and  humble 
servants, 


Daniel  Redfield, 

Nathan  Griswold, 

Benoni  Hillard, 

Stephen  Lane, 

Samuel  Shethar, 

.John  Wilson, 

Samuel  Crane, 

Daniel  Redfield, 

Elnathan  Storrers,  1    t    ^-        r  ^i. 
m  in  I  Justices  of  the 

1  HEOPHiLus  Morgan,  >         n     __ 

Aaron  Eliot,  J 

Killingsworth,  April,  1776. 


Selectmen  of  Kil- 
lingsworth. 

Committee  of  In- 
y  spection  for  said 
Town. 


Peace. 


GOVERNOUK  TRUMBULL  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Lebanon,  April  29,  1776. 

Sir:  David  Waterbunj,  Jun.,  of  Stamford,  Esquire, 
Colonel  of  a  regiment  from  this  Colony  in  the  Northern 
Department  the  last  year,  and  at  the  taking  of  St.  John's 
and  Montreal,  and  lately  in  service  at  I^ew-York,  with 
Major-General  Lee ;  at  all  times  behaved  with  bravery  and 
honour. 

When  you  have  a  vacancy  in  the  Army  answerable  to 
his  rank,  do  heartily  recommend  him  to  your  kind  notice 
and  regard. 

1  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  sir,  your  obedient, 

humble  servant,  t  rr 

'  Jonathan  Irumbull. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

SUBMISSION,    reconciliation,    OH   INDEPENDENCE? 

"  Had  the  spirit  of  prophecy  directed  the  birth  of  a  pub- 
lication, "  it  could  not  have  fallen  upon  a  more  fortunate 
period  than  the  time  in  which  Common  Sense  made  its  ap- 
pearance. The  minds  of  men  are  now  swallowed  up  in 
attention  to  an  object  the  most  momentous  and  important 
that  ever  yet  employed  the  deliberations  of  a  People. 

There  are  but  three  methods  we  can  take :  either  to  sub- 
mit unconditionally,  that  is,  to  the  mercy  of  Parliament ;  to 
be  again  dependant  on  the  footing  of  1763  ;  or  to  set  up  a 
Government  of  our  own.  Common  Sense,  like  a  ray  of 
revelation,  has  come  in  seasonably  to  clear  our  doubts,  and 
to  fix  our  choice. 

As  to  absolute  submission,  it  would  be  an  insult  to  my 
countrymen  to  show  its  inexpediency. 

The  second  is  more  specious ;  but  would  prove  not  much 
less  destructive.  Should  we  revert  to  our  former  depen- 
dance,  that  power,  which  has  attempted  to  conquer  us  by 
open  force,  will  doubtless  employ  her  policy  to  divide  us, 
though  a  reconciliation  were  made,  the  most  perfect  of  its 
kind ;  because  it  is  her  interest  to  keep  us  divided.  Dis- 
putes about  our  boundaries  will  be  excited  and  fomented, 
and  every  artifice  employed  to  render  a  future  union  im- 
practicable :  but  if  Great  Britain  should  use  no  endeavours 
to  divide  us.  Colony  will  naturally  be  jealous  of  Colony, 
while  we  have  no  Continental  Supreme  Legislature  to  con- 


nect our  separate  interests,  and  while  every  dispute  between 
the  Provinces  must  be  cairied  to  that  inimical  Court,  whose 
interest  it  is  to  foment,  not  to  decide  the  quarrel.  That  spirit 
of  union  in  which  we  are  so  happy  at  present,  once  broken, 
cannot  be  easily  re-established.  Reason  tells  us,  that  tiiir- 
teen  powerful  States  as  these  Colonies  will,  separately,  be 
fifty  yeai-s  hence,  unconnected  of  each  other — nay,  worse, 
jealous  of  each  other — never  yet  were,  and  probably  never 
will  be  united.  This  is  built  on  a  sup])osition  that  a  recon- 
ciliation can  last  fifty  years  ;  I  am  persuaded  it  would  not 
last  half  the  time.  1  am  fimily  persuaded,  if  a  reconciliation 
was  effected,  and  at  the  end  of  fifty  years  we  should  de- 
clare Independence,  we  should  be  very  little  united — nay, 
not  united  at  all ;  our  property  being  increased  we  siiould  be 
more  timid  in  risking  it. 

History  shows  us,  that  the  noblest  and  most  successful 
stands  for  liberty  have  been  made  by  the  weakest,  poorest, 
and  least  populous  States :  witness  Sparta,  Athens,  Rome 
in  its  infancy,  Holland,  and  Corsica  i\k  unfortunate.  His- 
tory hardly  afibrds  an  instance  of  a  Nation's  recovering  their 
liberty  when  they  were  ancient,  numerous,  rich,  and  pow- 
erful. 

'Tis  next  to  a  miracle  to  bring  over  the  inveterate  in  an 
ancient,  the  interested  in  a  rich,  and  the  parties  in  a  nume- 
rous people,  to  an  entire  and  solid  union  ;  the  solid  union  of 
many  distinct  Provinces  is  a  phenomenon  of  the  cometary 
kind — so  remarkable,  it  does  not  happen  for  ages ;  and  so 
fortunate  when  it  does,  it  would  be  a  wilful  murder  of  pos- 
terity not  to  improve  it. 

It  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands,  if  a  reconciliation  were 
to  take  place  that  it  would  be  a  temporary  one.  Whigs  and 
Tories  confess  the  Colonies  will  one  day  fall  off  from  Great 
Britain.  If  this  should  happen  fifty  years  hence,  and  the 
Colonies  be  disunited,  what  will  be  the  consequence  ?  Seve- 
ral distinct  Empires  will  be  set  up.  The  Southern  Pro- 
vinces may  form  one,  the  Northern  another,  and  Canada  a 
third.  Perpetual  discord,  obstinate  rivalry,  and  ambitious 
contests  for  dominion,  like  those  of  Carthage  and  Rome, 
will  follow ;  till  the  standard  of  absolute  Government  is  es- 
tablished by  the  victorious  Empire  over  the  rest ;  and  thus, 
if  we  neglect  the  present  union,  this  land  of  freedom  may 
become  as  tyrannical  as  Siam  or  Bengal. 

I  appeal  to  you,  O  !  Philanthropists  !  who  are  breathing 
for  peace,  and  to  you,  ye  Tories !  who  are  preaching  de- 
pendance,  whether  the  most  prudent  method  for  ourselves, 
and  the  most  peaceful  for  posterity,  is  not  to  set  up  Inde- 
pendence, and  to  continue  the  war  till  that  Independence 
is  established  and  acknowledged.  Those  who  cannot  sub- 
scribe to  these  opinions  had  better  see  them  at  large  in  that 
excellent  pamphlet.  Common  Sense,  from  which  they  are 
for  the  most  part  taken.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  if 
we  reject  the  two  first,  viz :  Submission  and  Dependance, 
we  must  of  consequence  be  Independent,  p    . 

Boston,  April  29,  1776. 

C.  W.  F.  DUMAS  TO  DOCTOR  FRANKLIN. 

Utrecht,  April  30,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  on  the  6th  instant  at  the  Hague,  from 
Mr.  Thomas  Story,  the  despatches  of  the  19th  December, 
1775,  of  which  he  was  the  bearer. 

I  am  deeply  penetrated  by  the  honour  done  me,  and  the 
confidence  reposed  in  me  by  the  Committee  appointed  by 
the  General  Congress  to  maintain  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  American  United  Provinces  and  Europe,  and  of 
which  you,  sir,  are  one  of  the  worthy  members.  I  shall  die 
content  if  the  remainder  of  my  life  can  be  devoted  to  the 
service  of  so  glorious  and  just  a  cause.  I  accept,  therefore, 
joyfully,  the  commission  you  have  bestowed,  and  whatever 
you  may  think  fit  to  give  me  in  future ;  and  I  promise  a 
hearty  good  will  and  an  untiring  zeal.  I  hope  my  ability 
will  justify  the  favourable  opinion  you  entertain  of  me.  This 
promise  on  my  part  is,  in  fact,  an  oath  of  allegiance,  which 
I  spontaneously  take  to  Congress ;  receive  it  as  such. 

When  I  remarked  in  my  last  letter  to  you,  "  that  all  Eu^ 
rope  wishes  you  the  most  happy  issue  in  your  defence  of 
your  liberty,"  I  meant  the  unprejudiced,  equitable,  humane, 
European  publick  ;  in  a  word,  the  citizens  of  universal  so- 
ciety— men  in  general.  You  must  except  from  this  number 
the  holders  of  English  funds,  and  those  Courts  of  Europe 
who  have  an  underetanding  with  England.   These,  far  from 
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assisting  you,  will  sacrifice  you  to  their  interests  or  tiieir 
fears.  Tlie  allies  which,  under  such  ciirunistances,  are  suit- 
able for  you,  are  France  and  Spain ;  for  it  is  their  interest 
that  vou  should  be  free  and  independent  of  England,  whose 
enonnous  maritime  power  fills  them  with  apprehensions. 
1  have,  therefore,  opened  myself  to  the  French  Minister,  and 
a  copy  and  translation  of  your  requests  and  letters  of  cre- 
dence to  me  have  been  for  a  fortnii^hi  in  his  hands.  In  the 
conversation  I  had  witii  this  Minister  I  observed,  that  the 
wishes  of  his  nation  are  for  you.  He  said  that  there  was 
one  difficulty  in  affording  aid  to  the  Colonies  :  if  they  siiould 
be  reconciled  with  England,  they  would  assist  her  aj^ainst 
the  power  which  had  aided  tiiem,  and  w  ould  imitate  the  dog 
in  the  fable.  I  had  no  reply  to  make  to  this,  except  that, 
in  this  case,  reasonable  beings  were  concerned  ;  that  if  they 
saw  the  object  was  not  to  deprive  them  of  the  liberty  for 
which  they  were  contending,  but  to  assure  it  to  them,  they 
would  not  be  so  ungrateful  as  to  join,  against  their  benefac- 
tors, those  who  wishecl  to  destroy  that  liberty.  Finally,  he 
desired  to  know  from  me  positively,  what  1  would  ask  for 
the  Colonies  of  his  Court.  I  answered,  that  you  wished  to 
be  informed : 

1.  If  the  King  o(  France  would,  from  motives  of  huma- 
nity and  magnanimity,  interpose  his  mediation  on  behalf  of 
an  oppressed  people,  and  effect  a  reconciliation,  which  should 
preserve  to  them  all  the  liberties  they  formerly  enjoyed. 

2.  In  case  such  a  reconciliation  could  not  be  effected, 
would  the  Nations  subjects  of  the  House  of  Bourbon,  be 
willing  to  accede  to  an  alliance  with  the  Colonies,  with  the 
advantages  of  an  immense  commerce  ? 

He  was  pleased  with  the  fonner  proposition  to  offer  to  his 
young  King  the  glory  of  conferring  peace  on  the  subjects  of 
others  as  well  as  on  his  own'.  The  other  proposition  is  not 
disagreeable  to  him,  were  it  not  for  the  dreadful  war  wliich 
would  ensue  in  Europe.  I  then  delivered  to  him,  together 
with  your  letter,  a  memorial,  showing  how  iiiiportant  it  was 
(or  France  not  to  allow  the  subjugation  of  the  Colonies.  The 
whole  was  sent  to  his  Court  about  a  foitnight  since ;  and 
if  the  answer  should  be  delayed,  it  will  be  of  no  disadvan- 
tage. Meanwhile,  we  have  gained  this  advantage,  that  an 
opening  is  made,  which  must  dispose  France  in  your  favour, 
and  engage  her  to  tolerate  and  secretly  to  encourage  even 
any  assistance  your  vessels  can  derive  from  France,  Spain, 
and  the  Indies.  I  have,  therefore,  in  the  extract,  copied 
exactly  what  you  pointed  out  to  me  as  the  most  necessary, 
as  engineers,  arms,  munitions,  Sic. 

1  have  done  all  this  with  the  most  profound  secrecy.  The 
person  of  whom  I  have  spoken  to  you  required  it  from  me, 
and  promised  it  in  return,  so  that  no  one  in  this  country, 
excepting  he  and  I,  knows  anything  of  it.  It  is  more  ad- 
vantageous to  you  and  safer  for  me  that  I  should  not  be 
known  as  your  agent. 

Mr.  Slory,  not  daring  to  take  two  letters  with  him  to  Eng- 
land, one  for  Arthur  Lee,  the  other  for  Mrs.  Hannah  Fhi- 
lippa  Lee,  left  them  in  safe  keeping  with  me ;  and  he  did 
well.  I  learn  by  two  letters,  which  I  have  received  from 
Mr.  A.  Lee,  of  the  20th  and  23d  of  April,  that  on  Mr. 
Story's  landing  in  England,  they  took  from  him  a  letter 
which  I  had  sent  by  him  for  Mr.  Lee ;  fortunately  it  was 
not  signed  with  any  true  name,  and  could  give  no  informa- 
tion to  your  adversaries.  They  have,  therefore,  committed 
this  additional  violence  to  no  purpose.  I  have  sent  those 
letters  to  a  friend  at  Rotterdam,  according  to  the  request  of 
Mr.  Lee,  and  that  friend  informs  me,  under  date  of  iV/wy  3d, 
that  he  has  forwarded  the  packet  by  a  Captain  of  a  sloop, 
one  of  his  old  friends,  who  promised  him  to  deliver  them 
himself  to  the  address  which  I  put  upon  them  by  Mr.  Lee's 
directions.  The  sudden  departure  of  the  vessel  will  ])revent 
me  from  informing  you  whether  they  have  been  safely  de- 
livered. I  shall  do  it  by  some  future  opportunity.  I  join- 
ed to  the  packet  a  cipher  for  Mr.  Lee,  like  that  I  sent  to 
you,  but  grounded  on  different  words,  so  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  communicate  with  each  other  in  perfect  safety.  I 
informed  him,  also,  that  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  you  fre- 
quently ;  so  that  he  can  send  his  letters  through  me,  if  he 
has  no  better  way. 

I  know  an  engineer,  over  thirty  years  of  age,  able,  expe- 
rienced, and  very  well  qualified  not  only  in  his  branch,  but 
in  the  whole  art  of  war;  in  a  word,  a  fine  officer,  but  very 
inadequately  rewarded.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  speak  with 
him  for  several  weeks,  when  I  will  propose  to  him  the  ser- 


vice of  the  Colonies.  But  as  he  is  a  widower,  without 
means,  and  has  several  children,  it  will  probably  be  neces- 
sary, if  he  accepts,  to  make  him  some  advances  to  enable 
him  to  go  over.  I  will  give  you  an  account  in  due  time  of 
the  conversation  I  shall  have  with  him. 

1  have  endorsed  to-day  your  bill  of  exchange  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds  sterling  to  the  order  of  M.  Rcy,  Bookseller,  at 
Amsterdam.  Good  reasons  prevented  me  from  doing  it 
sooner  and  at  any  other  place  than  Amsterdam.  May  the 
conscientious  use  which  I  shall  make  of  this  fund  entirely 
satisfy  your  wishes,  and  the  confidence  w  ith  which  you  have 
honoured  me.  I  am  persuaded  of  the  generosity  of  Con- 
gress, and  I  pray  Heaven  that  I  may  deserve,  by  my  ser- 
vices, to  be  the  object  of  it,  when  God  shall  have  blessed 
their  labours  for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Colonies, 
either  by  a  firm  and  sincere  reconciliation,  or  by  the  success 
of  your  righteous  and  just  arms.  In  reality,  1  hope  much 
more  than  I  fear  on  this  point.  The  wisdom  of  Congress, 
so  constantly  manifested,  the  perfect  union  and  harmony 
which  prevail  there,  encourage  me  more  and  more.  By 
this  rare,  happy,  and  admirable  union,  much  more  surely 
than  by  all  the  alliances  in  the  world,  you  are,  and  you 
will  finally  be  superior  to  your  enemies,  however  formidable 
they  may  appear.  Concordia  res  parva:  cresamt,  discordid 
maximte  dilabuntnr ;  may  this  great  truth  and  the  sublime 
words  of  Themisloclcs  to  Euripides,  who  raised  a  weapon 
against  him  in  the  Council,  "  Strike  but  hear,"  be  constant- 
ly present  to  your  minds  and  hearts,  as  well  as  to  those  of 
your  constituents.  What  power  will  then  be  able  to  with- 
stand youre  ?  Ascribe  the  freedom  of  this  address  to  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  I  am  animated  for  your  union,  the 
noblest  edifice  that  liberty  has  ever  reared.  In  it,  centres 
all  that  the  political  world  contains  attractive  for  me. 

I  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  fatherly  kindness  to  the  two 
French  gentlemen.  They  are  young,  and  ought  not,  there- 
fore, to  entertain  even  the  idea  of  being  an  instant  a  burden 
to  any  one,  and  a  useless  load  to  society. 

I  am  very  glad  that  the  statement  of  the  points  in  dis- 
pute between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  has  been  ap- 
proved, so  far  as  to  cause  it  to  be  printed  for  the  instruction 
of  your  friends  the  Canadians.  This  is  the  only  effect  of 
that  paper,  for  the  printer  not  having  sold  enough  of  his 
journals  to  be  at  any  other  expense  than  the  impression,  has 
ceased  to  pay  the  author  of  those  pieces.  I  have  obtained 
his  address,  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  him  to  assist  me  in 
refuting  the  Jew  Pinto,  whose  venal  pen  has  been  employ- 
ed in  the  most  insolent  manner  against  the  Americans.  A 
certain  person,  whom  you  know,  regrets  having  allowed  him- 
self to  be  dazzled  by  his  financial  system,  so  far  as  to  ap- 
prove it  without  reserve  in  a  letter,  or  advertisement,  at  the 
head  of  the  Treatise  on  "  Circulation  ;"  for  although  there 
are  some  good  things  in  it  here  and  there,  yet  that  person 
has  long  since  been  enlightened  in  regard  to  many  false 
brilliants,  which  the  Jew  passed  off  for  genuine. 

As  for  the  Idea  on  Government  and  Royalty,  I  learn  with 
pleasure  that  it  has  been  agreeable,  and  that  the  time  will 
perhaps  come  when  it  will  receive  more  attention.  This 
idea  renders  me  more  happy  and  proud  than  if  1  had  writ- 
ten the  Iliad  ;  for  I  think  with  Phtedrus,  nisi  utile  est  quod 
facimus,  stulta  est  gloria.  It  is  a  seed,  which  I  thought 
myself  bound  to  sow  in  your  country,  the  only  place  in  the 
known  world  where  it  could  spring  up.  I  consider  that  idea 
more  and  more  practicable  and  true,  and  of  all  political  sys- 
tems the  most  completely  proof  against  all  objections.  It 
requires  only  to  be  developed.  God  grant  that  we  may  soon 
be  able  to  do  it  in  ])eace  and  at  leisure.  I  shall  then  beg  you, 
sir,  with  the  estimable  and  learned  author  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Farmer,  to  correspond  with  me  on  this  subject,  and  to 
j)rove  it,  if  not  to  our  contemporaries,  at  least  to  jjosterity. 

I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  Journal  of  Congress  from  the  10th 
of  May  to  the  1st  o(  August,  1775,  which  you  have  had 
tiie  kindness  to  send  me  ;  be  good  enough  to  complete  it  by 
sending  what  precedes  and  follows  ;  for  we  have  here  noth- 
ing authentick  relating  to  your  affairs.  All  that  we  know  of 
you,  we  get  from  the  Gazettes,  imperfectly,  by  scraps,  in  a 
vague  and  uncertain  manner,  a  mixture  of  truth  and  false- 
hood. 

May  9th. — 1  have  just  received  the  following  letter  with- 
out signature  :  "  You  will,  perhaps,  be  tempted  to  come  to 
the  Fair  at  the  Hague.  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  renew 
the  expressions  of  my  sincere  esteem.     I  shall  be  at  your 
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orders  every  day  at  noon,  or  sooner,  if  you  will  write  me 
from  your  lodgings  to  let  me  know  what  hour  will  be  most 
convenient  for  you.  We  shall  be  able  to  moralize  some  mo- 
ments upon  subjects  which  we  have  already  discussed.  I 
have  but  little  to  say  to  you,  which  I  shall  do  with  a  since- 
rity and  candour  which  I  trust  you  will  approve." 

I  shall  make  this  visit  Saturday  night,  so  as  to  return  here 
Sunday  night  or  Monday,  not  being  able  to  do  it  otherwise. 
I  shall  send  this  letter  to-day  to  Amsterdam,  as  they  tell  me 
die  vessels  will  else  sail  without  it.  [  shall  therefore  give  you 
an  account  of  the  conversation  in  another  letter,  either  by 
the  same  vessel  or  by  some  other.  I  am  soiry  to  be  obliged 
to  leave  you  in  suspense  on  a  subject  so  interesting. 

Receive,  sir,  for  all  the  Membei-s  of  Congress  in  general, 
and  for  yourself,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Jay,  in  particular, 
the  sincere  assurances  of  my  profound  respect. 

Dumas. 
To  B.  Franklin,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 

Secret  Correspondence. 


GEORGIA  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  30th  April,  1776 : 
Present :  John  fVereat,  Benjamin  Andrews,  George  Walton, 
John  Girardeau,  Samuel  Salters,  Jonathan  Bryan,  Daniel 
Roberts. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Address  be  presented  to 
his  Excellency  the  President ;  and  that  Messrs.  Wereat  and 
Roberts  do  wait  on  his  Excellency  to  know  when  he  will 
be  pleased  to  receivie  the  same. 

'•'  Georgia  : 

"  To  His  Excellency  Archibald  Bullock,  Esquire,  Pre- 
sident  and    Commander-in-Chief  of  the   Froviiice   of 
Georgia  :   The  Address  of  the   Council  of  Safety  for 
the  said  Province  : 
"  May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

"  The  long  session  of  the  late  Congress,  together  with  the 
season  of  die  year,  called  particularly  for  a  speedy  recess ; 
and  the  House  having  adjourned  while  you  were  out  of  town, 
it  becomes  more  particularly  necessary  for  us  to  address 
your  Excellency.  All,  therefore,  with  unfeigned  confidence 
and  regard,  beg  leave  to  congratulate,  not  only  your  Excel- 
lency on  your  appointment  to,  but  your  country  on  your 
acceptance  of,  the  supreme  command  in  this  Province. 

"  It  would  be  needless  and  tedious  to  recount  the  various 
and  yet  multiplying  oppressions  which  have  driven  the  peo- 
ple of  this  Province  to  erect  that  Government  which  they 
have  called  upon  you  to  see  executed ;  suffice  it,  then,  to 
declare,  that  it  was  only  an  alternative  of  anarchy  and  mi- 
sery, and,  by  consequence,  the  effect  of  dire  necessity. 
Your  Excellency  will  know  that  it  was  the  endeavour  of  the 
Congress  to  stop  every  avenue  of  vice  and  oppression,  lest 
the  infant  virtue  of  a  still  more  infant  Province  might  in 
time  rankle  into  corruption ;  and,  we  doubt  not,  that,  by 
your  Excellency's  exertions,  all  the  resolutions  made  or 
adopted  by  Congress  will  be  enforced  with  firmness,  with- 
out any  regard  to  any  individual,  or  any  set  of  men ;  for  no 
Government  can  be  said  to  be  established,  while  any  part 
of  the  community  refuses  submission  to  its  authority.  In  the 
discharge  of  this  arduous  and  important  task,  your  Excel- 
lency may  rely  on  our  constant  and  best  endeavours  to 
assist  and  support  you." 

Messrs.  John  Wereat  and  Daniel  Roberts,  waited  on  the 
President ;  who  informed  them  that  he  would  be  ready  to 
receive  their  Address  on  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 
May  1,  1776. — The  Board  waited  on  his  Excellency 
the  President,  with  their  Address,  to  which  he  was  pleased 
to  give  the  following  Answer : 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Members  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  the  Provime  of  Georgia  : 

"  Honourable  Gentlemen  :  I  am  much  obliged  to  you 
for  your  kind  expressions  of  congratulation  on  my  appoint- 
ment to  the  supreme  command  of  this  Colony.  When  I 
reflect  from  w  hence  the  appointment  is  derived — that  of  the 
free  and  uncorrupt  suffrages  of  my  fellow-citizens,  it  cannot 
fail  to  stimulate  me  to  the  most  vigorous  exertions  in  the 
discharge  of  the  important  duties  to  which  1  am  called  by 
our  Provincial  Congress.  While  I  have  the  advice  and  assist- 
ance of  gentlemen  of  known  integrity  and  abilities,  I  doubt 


not  but  I  shall  be  enabled  to  enforce  and  carry  into  execu- 
tion every  resolve  and  law  of  Congress.  And,  as  far  as 
lies  with  me,  my  country  may  depend  I  will,  with  a  beco- 
ming firmness,  and  the  greatest  impartiality,  always  endea- 
vour to  cause  justice  in  mercy  to  be  ex(!cuted. 

Archibald  Bullock. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  May  %  1776 : 
Georgia. 
By  His  Excellency  Archibald  Bullock,  Esq.,  President 
and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  o/ Georgia, 
in  Council: 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas,  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  have, 
among  other  things,  resolved,  that  the  venders  of  Dry  Goods 
ought  not  to  take  advantage  of  the  scarcity  that  might  be 
occasioned  by  the  Non-Importation  Agreement,  under  pain 
of  being  declared  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  America :  And 
whereas,  the  Provincial  Congress  have  resolved,  that  who- 
ever shall  depreciate  the  Currency  of  this  Province,  shall 
forfeit  all  right  to  protection  from  said  Congress,  or  any 
authority  acting  under  it:  And  whereas,  it  hath  been 
represented  to  me  in  Council  that  several  persons  in  this 
Province  do,  notwithstanding  the  above  resolutions,  sell 
their  goods  at  a  most  exorbitant  price,  to  the  great  prejudice 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Province,  especially  the  poor :  I 
have,  therefore,  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Council  aforesaid,  to  issue  this  my  Proclamation,  notify- 
ing to  all  persons  whom  it  doth  concern,  that  if  they  persist 
in  their  unwarrantable  proceedings  they  will  be  subject  to 
the  pains  and  penalties  annexed  to  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
and  their  names  published  accordingly. 

Archibald  Bullock. 


JOHN  DENT  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Charles  County,  April  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  In  conformity  to  the  appointment  of  George 
Plater,  Esquire,  and  myself,  by  your  Honours,  to  co-operate 
with  the  Commissioners  from  Virginia  in  erecting  beacons 
on  the  river  Potomack,  we  have  fixed  the  different  stations 
for  the  same  to  the  number  of  twenty,  whereof  thirteen  are 
in  Maryland,  viz :  one  in  Pnnce  George's,  nine  in  Charles, 
and  three  in  St.  Mary's ;  averaging  about  five  miles  from 
each  other.  To  accomplish  which  we  have  advanced  the 
sum  of  thirteen  pounds  and  four-pence-half-penny,  a  moiety 
of  the  charge  for  a  boat  and  hands,  together  with  a  drafts- 
man, exclusive  of  our  own  expenses ;  which  I  flatter  myself 
will  be  allowed. 

We  have  likewise  agreed  upon  the  form  of  the  alarm 
post ;  which  is  to  be  a  kind  of  an  iron  grate,  suspended  by  a 
chain,  on  the  end  of  a  sweep,  fixed  with  a  swivel,  so  as  to 
be  turned  agreeable  to  the  wbd.  And  as  a  further  sum  of 
money  will  be  wanting  to  have  them  erected,  which,  with 
submission  to  your  Honours,  I  think  may  be  done  with 
greater  convenience  and  despatch  by  the  Committees  of 
Observation,  (under  our  direction,)  hope  you  will  order  the 
same  into  their  hands,  or  otherwise,  as  you  may  think  proper. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  due  esteem,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant,  j^^^  ^^^^ 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


lux    AND   BOWLY   TO    MARYLAND    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY.     , 

Baltimore,  April  30,  1778. 

Gentlemen:  As  Captain  Patterson  does  not  choose  to 
proceed  in  the  Fortune,  we  have  engaged  Captain  SuTid  to 
proceed  the  voyage,  with  your  approbation ;  and  for  that 
purpose  he  waits  on  you.  The  brig  is  ready,  and  we  think 
it  the  fairest  opportunity  to  push  out.  We  send  you,  en- 
closed, some  letters  we  just  received  from  Mr.  Vanbibber, 
by  which  you  will  see  his  situation,  and  that  it  is  necessary 
to  support  him. 

We  would  recommend  to  order  the  Captain  to  St.  Mar- 
tin's, as  Captain  Vanbibber  directs.  You  will  please  to 
give  the  Captain  his  orders,  and  despatch  him  as  soon  as  is 
convenient. 

A  gendeman  from  ^orth- Carolina,  yesterday,  brings  us 
the  account  of  their  taking  a  tender,  with  old  Goodrich,  of 
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Virginia,  on  board ;  he  saw  him  put  into  Halifax  Jail ;  and 
we  have  an  account  to  day  that  tlio  Roebuck  is  on  shore, 
•on  a  shoal  called  the  Hen-and- Chickens,  just  to  the  south- 
ward of  Cape  Henlopen,  and  that  the  Province  ship,  and 
another,  with  all  the  gondolas,  were  gone  down  to  take  her. 
We  are,  most  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obliged  obedi- 

«"'  ^^"•""^'  Lux    h    BOWLEY. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 
P.  S.  Please  to  return  Captain  Vanhibber's  letters. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  April  30,  1776. 

Sir:  The  Congress  having  accepted  the  resignation  of 
the  Honourable  James  JVarren  as  Paymaster-General,  have 
been  pleased  to  appoint  William  Palfrey,  Esquire,  to  suc- 
ceed him  in  that  Department.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  War- 
ren to  acquaint  him  that  there  are  Superintendents  of  the 
Treasury  appointed,  to  whom  he  is  to  render  his  accounts 
and  vouchers.  1  have  also  directed  Mr.  JVinthrop  to  deliver 
to  Mr.  Palfrey  the  cash  and  papei-s  in  his  possession  belong- 
ing to  the  office. 

Your  several  letters  have  been  duly  received,  and,  as  soon 
as  Congress  shall  have  come  to  a  determination  thereon,  I 
will  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  forwarding  the  same,  at  which 
time  I  will  write  more  fully.  In  the  interim,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  ser- 

^^"  '  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  New- York. 


president  of  congress  to  massachtjsetts  council. 

Philadelphia,  April  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  In  order  to  give  success  to  the  expedition 
into  Canada,  nothing  is  so  much  wanted  at  this  juncture  as 
a  supply  of  specie.  General  Schuyler  says  it  is  absolutely 
necessary;  and  the  Congress  have  received  from  him  the 
most  pressing  lettere  on  that  head. 

Should  the  Army  be  compelled  to  evacuate  Canada,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  what  will  be  the  consequences,  or  where 
the  mischief  may  end.  It  becomes  us,  therefore,  as  we  re- 
gard our  country  and  its  best  interests,  to  exert  every  nerve 
to  guard  against  so  fatal  an  event.  For  this  purpose,  and 
as  a  step  of  the  utmost  importance,  I  am  commanded  by 
Congress  earnestly  to  request  you  to  take  the  most  speedy 
and  effectual  measures  to  collect  as  much  hard  money  as 
possible,  and  to  send  the  same  to  General  Schuyler.  What- 
ever sum  you  may  collect  for  this  use,  you  will  please 
to  draw  on  me  for  the  amount,  and  the  bills  shall  be 
honoured. 

The  unprepared  state  of  the  Colonies  on  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  and  tlie  almost  total  want  of  every  thing 
necessary  to  carry  it  on,  are  the  true  sources  from  whence 
all  our  difficulties  have  proceeded.  The  fact,  however, 
furnishes  a  most  striking  proof  of  the  weakness  or  wicked- 
ness of  those  who  charge  them  with  an  original  intention  of 
withdrawing  from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and 
erecting  an  independent  Empire.  Had  such  a  scheme  been 
formed,  the  most  warlike  preparations  would  have  been 
necessary  to  effect  it. 

From  the  distinguished  ardour  and  zeal  of  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts-Bay  in  the  American  cause,  I  am  persuaded 
you  will  pay  all  the  attention  to  this  request  of  Congress 
which  the  importance  of  it  demands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant,      j^^^  Hancock,  President. 

[Council  of  Massachusetts-Bay ;  New-Hampshire ;  Gover- 
nour  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut;  Governour  Cooke,  of 
Rhode-Island.] 

president    of    congress    to    WILLIAM    WINTHROP. 

Philadelphia,  April  30,  1776. 
Sir  :  The  Honourable  James  Warren  having  resigned  his 
commission  as  Paymaster-General,  the  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  appoint  William  Palfrey.  Esquire,  to  succeed  him 
in  that  Department.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  you  will 
immediately  deliver  to  him  all  the  cash  and  papers  in  your 


possession  belonging  to  the  office ;  and  am,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  William  Winthrop,  Esquire. 


MARINE  committee  TO  COMMODORE  HOPKINS. 

In  Marine  Committee,  Philadelphia,  April,  1776. 

Sir:  As  it  is  essentially  necessary  lor  promoting  the  ser- 
vice that  full  and  speedy  infonnation  of  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the  difTercnt  parts  of  America 
should  be  communicated  to  you,  from  whence  you  may  be 
the  better  enabled  to  act  \\ith  vigour  and  success  in  your 
naval  department,  we  therefore  write  to  acquaint  you  tiiat, 
from  the  best  infonnation,  the  force  in  Virginia  at  this  time 
consists  of  the  Liverpool  frigate,  Captain  Bellew,  of  twenty- 
eight  guns;  the  Otter  sloop.  Captain  Squires,  of  sixteen 
guns ;  the  William,  an  armed  ship  of  ten  guns,  with  Lord 
Dunmore ;  the  Erlbeck,  a  large  store-sliip,  with  some  small 
guns.  It  is  said  and  believed  that  both  the  Liverpool  and 
Otter  are  exceedingly  weak  from  the  want  of  hands,  their 
men  being  chiefly  employed  on  board  a  number  of  small 
tenders  fitted  out  by  Lord  Dunmore  to  distress  the  trade  on 
the  coast  of  Virginia  and  Bay  of  Chesapeake.  His  Lord- 
ship has  now  between  one  hundred  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  sail  of  vessels,  great  and  small,  the  most  of  wiiich  are 
prizes,  and  many  of  them  valuable ;  these,  so  far  from  being 
any  addition  in  point  of  strength,  will  rather  weaken  the 
men-of-war,  whose  hands  are  employed  in  the  small  vessels. 
The  force  at  Wilmington,  in  North-Carolina,  you  will  ob- 
serve by  the  enclosed  extracts  of  letters. 

Whether  you  have  formed  any  expedition  or  not,  the 
execution  of  which  will  interfere  with  an  attempt  upon 
either  or  both  of  the  above  fleets,  we  cannot  determine; 
but  if  that  should  not  be  the  case,  there  is  no  service,  from 
the  present  appearance  of  things,  in  which-  you  could  better 
promote  the  interest  of  you  country,  than  by  the  destruction 
of  the  enemy's  fleet  in  North- Carolina  or  Virginia ;  for  as  the 
seat  of  war  will  most  probably  be  transferred  in  the  ensuing 
campaign  to  the  Southern  Colonies,  such  a  manoeuvre,  at- 
tended with  success,  will  disconcert,  or  at  least  retard,  their 
military  operations  for  a  length  of  time,  give  spirit  to  our 
friends,  and  afibrd  them  an  ojjportunity  of  improving  their 
preparations  for  resistance.  These  reasons,  sir,  added  to 
your  known  spirit  and  inclination  to  serve  America,  will,  we 
make  no  doubt,  sufficiently  weigh  with  you  to  undertake 
that  service. 

The  Roebuck,  Captain  Hammond,  of  forty  guns,  is  now 
in  Lewistown  Road.  You  will  observe  by  the  papers  that 
Captain  Barry,  in  the  Brigantine  Lexington,  has  taken  an 
armed  tender  with  twenty-five  picked  men,  commanded  by 
a  Lieutenant  of  the  Liverpool;  which  is  a  loss  they  cannot 
easily  provide  for — the  want  of  men.  Should  you  come  to 
the  southward  and  determine  to  go  into  the  Chesapeake,  ad- 
vise us  of  the  time  of  your  sailing,  that  orders  may  be  given 
to  the  different  armed  vessels  on  the  coast,  as  also  to  those  in 
the  Chesapeake,  and  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  Virginia, 
to  co-operate  with  you  in  die  attack.  As  you  were  directed 
by  a  former  instraction,  in  case  you  determine  to  proceed  into 
Chesapeake  Bay,  "  that  you  should  despatch  a  swift-sailing 
vessel  to  reconnoitre  the  coast,  and  gain  intelligence  of  the 
strength  of  the  enemy,"  we  now  remind  you  of  that  instruc- 
tion, and  desire  you  would  send  a  vessel  for  that  purpose 
from  the  fleet. 

Wishing  you  success,  we  are,  sir,  with  esteem,  your  most 
obedient  servants, 


John  Hancock, 
Stephen  Hopkins, 
Joseph  Hughes, 
R.  Alexander, 
To  Commodore  Hopkins. 


George  Reed, 
Richard  Henry  Lee, 
Samuel  Huntington, 
Jonathan  D.  Sergeant. 


to  the  freeholders  and  electors  of  the  city  of 
philadelphia. 
My  Fellow-Citizens  :  I  did  expect  that  those  innova- 
tors who,  for  a  few  weeks  past,  have  been  attempting  to 
bring  about  a  revolution  in  the  happy  Constitution  of  this 
Province,  would  have  been  satisfied  with  declamation,  and 
relied  upon  the  artful  performances  they  have  published,  to 
convince  the  judgment  of  the  respectable  freeholders  and 
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electors  of  this  city  that  their  measures  are  desirable.  But, 
alas!  they  themselves  arc  afraid  to  ti-ust  tn  their  arguments; 
they  know  their  fallacy ;  they  know  that  their  plot  is  so 
thinly  covered  that  men  of  reflection  and  consideration, 
men  who  have  lived  under  the  geaerous  plan  of  liberty, 
which  has  been  handed  down  by  our  forefathers  for  any 
length  of  time,  are  not  to  be  gulled  into  their  visionary 
scheme ;  and  are  now,  by  a  bold  stroke,  attempting  to  take 
the  election  of  four  members  for  this  city  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  lawful  electors,  and  give  to  a  new  set  of  men  the 
only  privilege  which  subjects  can  rely  on  as  a  security  for 
their  liberty. 

I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  piece  I  have  in  my  view  is 
that  signed  An  Elector;  a  piece,  give  me  leave  to  say, 
that  contains  treason — the  worst  of  treason — treason  against 
the  Constitution.  The  scope  of  this  performance  is,  to  de- 
stroy the  right  of  election ;  for  if  every  stickler  for  depen- 
dancy  on  Great  Britain  is  to  be  kept  far  from  our  Councils, 
I  will  undertake  to  say  that  two-thirds  at  least  of  the  elec- 
tors of  this  city  will  lose  their  voices.  Conscious  of  this, 
they  want  to  deprive  them  of  their  votes,  and  give  the  power 
to  those  only  who  have  already  fixed  their  sentiments  in 
favour  of  independence,  without  regard  to  their  age,  condi- 
tion, or  their  knowledge  of  our  Constitution.  We  well 
know  that  a  great  number  of  the  Associators  in  this  city  are 
minors  and  apprentices,  a  great  number  of  them  new  men 
lately  arrived  among  us,  who  know  not  the  happy  form  of 
the  Government  o{  Pennsylvania ;  yet  these  are  the  persons 
who  are  to  elect  Representatives  for  this  city  to  guard  the 
Constitution  against  invaders.  Our  author  supposes,  and 
perhaps  truly,  that  such  men,  if  they  are  permitted  to  vote, 
will  be  easily  influenced  to  vote  for  that  party  who  raise 
them  to  consequence  by  giving  them  the  rights  of  citizens 
before  the  law  and  Constitution  of  the  Province  entitle 
them;  and  men  thus  rewarded  beforehand  for  the  part 
they  are  to  act,  are  the  only  persons  who  can  be  rehed  on 
to  carry  their  point. 

This  writer  impudently  takes  it  for  granted  that  all  men 
who  oppose  the  scheme  of  Independence  are  advocates  for 
absolute  tyranny.  Were  this  once  proved,  as  it  has  been 
often  asserted,  the  contest  would  be  at  an  end,  and  we 
should  all  unite  in  hand  and  heart  for  their  beloved  Utopian 
plan ;  but  it  never  has,  it  never  can  be  proved.  The  op- 
posers  of  Independence  in  every  publick  body,  from  the 
Congress  downwards,  and  in  the  mass  of  the  people,  are 
the  true  Whigs,  who  are  for  preserving  the  Constitution,  as 
well  against  the  secret  machinations  of  ambitious  innovators 
as  against  the  open  attacks  of  the  British  Parliament ;  they 
are  the  men  who  first  set  on  foot  the  present  opposition,  and 
who,  I  trust,  will,  if  they  are  permitted  to  go  on,  bring  it  to 
a  happy  conclusion. 

In  the  second  paragraph,  this  writer  discovers  the  true 
motives  of  his  party :  He  tells  us  "  the  idea  of  a  Crown  is 
rendered  detestable  to  the  whole  Western  World."  What  a 
daring  falsehood  is  this !  When  have  the  Western  World 
authorized  you,  Mr.  Elector,  thus  to  speak  their  sentiments? 
Do  you  not  know  that  you  stand  conti-adicted  by  the  voice 
of  the  Representatives  of  all  those  Colonies  who  have  yet 
spoken  their  minds  upon  the  subject?  Is  there  one  Colony 
whose  Representatives,  either  in  Assembly  or  in  Convention, 
have  taken  upon  them  to  instruct  their  Delegates  to  favour 
the  whim  of  Independence  and  a  Republick?  You  know 
there  is  not. 

We  are  told  in  the  last  paragraph  that  a  preclusion  of  all 
men  below  the  estate  of  fifty  pounds  from  voting  seeins 
j)eculiar  to  this  city  alone.  From  this  hint  I  collect  that 
the  writer  has  deceived  you  in  calling  himself  an  Elector. 
What  elector  in  this  city  can  be  found  that  is  so  ignorant  of 
our  Constitution  ?  There  is  not  a  man  in  the  Province  who 
speaks  English  but  knows  that  this  circumstance  is  not  only 
not  peculiar  to  this  city,  but  universal  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince, and  not  this  Province  only,  but  the  Delaware  Govern- 
ment and  Maryland.  In  New-Jersey  none  but  a  freeholder 
has  a  right  to  vote  for  Representatives ;  and  when  a  Conven- 
tion was  lately  chosen  to  represent  that  Province,  the  people 
who  were  not  freeholders  complained  that  they  were  ex- 
cluded, and  demanded  to  be  admitted  to  that  right  upon 
"  the  terms  of  the  free  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania."  Their 
demand  was  tiiouglit  reasonable,  and  granted,  and  they 
remain  perfectly  satisfied.  Surely  thou  must  be  a  stranger 
in  this  Province,  or  thou  wouldst  have  known  its  Constitution 


better.  But  the  Boroughs  in  England,  those  sinks  of  cor- 
ruption, that  rotten  part  of  the  British  Constitution,  are  to> 
be  used  as  a  precedent  for  the  free  States  of  America. 
"  Burgesses  were  elected  by  every  resident  inhabitant  who 
paid  his  shot  and  bore  his  lot ;  this  I  will  affirm  is  the  an- 
cient free  Constitution,  which  every  honest  man  will  venture 
his  blood  to  restore."  Tliese  are  our  author's  words.  Now 
these  Burgesses  are  the  Representatives  of  those  venal  Bo- 
roughs in  England,  against  which  every  honest  man  now  so 
justly  complains.  At  their  first  institution  they  were  allowed 
to  send  members  to  Parliament  to  represent  the  trading  part 
of  the  Kingdom,  as  the  Knights  of  the  Shires  represented 
the  farmers,  who  were  freeholdei's ;  but  the  very  doctrine 
our  author  holds  up  rendered  them  the  servile  tools  they  are 
at  present.  Every  resident  was  allowed  to  vote,  whether 
he  had  property  or  not ;  the  majority  (being  men  of  little  or 
no  property)  were,  in  a  course  of  time,  easily  brought  to  part 
with  their  votes  to  accjuire  a  little  property ;  and  this  put 
their  votes  in  the  power  of  one  or  two  men  of  property, 
who  bought  them  in  order  to  sell  them  at  an  advanced 
price  to  the  candidates.  The  Ministry  in  a  course  of  tune 
became  the  principal  purchasers,  and  now  engross  the  whole 
race  of  Borough-jobbius ;  and  hence  arises  theii-  power  to 
attempt  to  enslave  lis.  The  wise  Pennsylvania  Legislator, 
seeing  these  blemishes  in  the  English  Constitution,  guarded 
against  them  by  his  Charter  to  this  Province ;  he  fixed  the 
qualifications  of  electors  to  such  a  standard  as  secures  us 
from  bribery,  by  excluding  necessitous  poor  from  a  vote, 
who,  perhaps,  might  be  induced  to  part  witli  it  for  a  mess  of 
pottage,  and  at  the  same  time  allows  every  man  to  exercise 
that  right  who  is  so  little  elevated  as  to  be  owner  of  pro- 
perty to  the  value  of  fifty  pounds.  This  generous  plan  of 
Government,  which  has  set  the  name  of  Penn  on  a  footing 
with  Solon  and  Lycurgtis,  is  now  to  be  laid  waste,  to  let  in 
the  ambitious.  Republican  schemes  of  a  set  of  men  whom 
nobody  knows. 

Permit  me,  my  fellow-citizens,  to  warn  you  against  the 
arts  of  these  men.  They  are  attempting  to  hurry  you  into  a 
scene  of  anarchy ;  their  scheme  of  Independence  is  visiona- 
ry ;  they  know  not  themselves  wliat  they  mean  by  it.  We 
are  already,  to  every  necessaiy  purpose,  independent  of 
Great  Britain,  and  are  now  fighting  to  secure  good  terms 
of  reconciliation.  If  we  continue  upon  this  ground.  Great 
Britain  will  soon  be  brought  to  reason,  and  our  liberty  be 
established  on  the  most  lasting  foundation.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  should  leap  in  the  dark,  and  declare  to  the  world 
that  we  will  have  no  connection  with  Great  Britain,  what 
do  we  get  by  it  ?  Will  it  frighten  Great  Britain  into  our 
tenns?  It  will  not.  Will  it  secure  us  any  foreign  assis- 
tance ?  We  know  not  that  it  will,  but  have  every  reason 
to  think  the  contrary.  Will  it  strengthen  the  hands  of  our 
friends  in  England,  and  our  advocates  in  the  Parliament? 
Alas  1  it  will  have  directly  the  contrary  efl^ect ;  it  will  unite 
the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  against  us — 
a  force  that  has  hitherto  been  much  divided,  from  an  opinion 
that  we  only  seek  peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  in  a  constitu- 
tional connection  with  Great  Britain.  Will  it  lessen  the 
influence  and  weaken  the  hands  of  the  Ministry  ?  No,  but 
the  reverse  ;  it  will  confirm  the  unjust,  the  untrue  reflections 
cast  upon  us  by  the  Ministerial  hirelings,  that  we  took  up  the 
sword  to  establish  an  independent  Empire,  and  will  proba- 
bly save  them  from  destruction.  They  deceived  the  Par- 
liament by  such  information  into  the  present  unnatural  war ; 
and  if  they  do  not  make  good  that  information,  they  must  fall 
a  sacrifice  to  the  resentment  of  a  deceived,  enraged  nation ; 
but  if  we  can  be  driven  into  a  declaration  of  it,  (whether 
by  Ministerial  influence  or  Republican  ambitious  partisans, 
is  of  no  consequence,)  the  foresight  of  the  Ministry  will  be 
applauded,  and  they  supported  in  their  unjust  measures. 
Indeed,  it  is  so  much  the  interest  of  the  Ministry  to  procure 
a  declaration  of  Independence,  that  I  cannot  help  suspect- 
ing that  it  is  countenanced  by  their  hirelings,  and  took  its 
first  rise  from  their  influence.  Did  we  know  who  were  the 
first  broachers  of  the  doctrine  here,  it  would  be  worth  while 
to  inquire  into  their  connections  in  England,  and  we  might 
probably  find  that  the  wheel  so  violently  turned  here  has 
some  secret  connection  with  the  Ministerial  machine  at 
home. 

Suffer  not  yourselves,  therefore,  to  be  either  cajoled  or 
frightened  out  of  your  Charter  liberties  and  privileges. 
Exert  yourselves  in  the  choice  of  men  whom  you  know 
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to  have  the  publick  good  at  heart ;  and  give  every  counte- 
nance and  support  to  the  officers  who  conduct  the  election 
in  preserving  the  Constitution  inviolate ;  so  shall  ye  be  in- 
strumental in  preserving  your  country,  and  have  the  plea- 
sure of  enjoying  liberty  while  you  live,  and  transmitting  it 
.to  the  latest  posterity.  Civis. 

PhiladelphiB,  April  30,  1776. 

TO  THE  ELECTORS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

A  tradesman  being  asked  why  the  principal  merchants 
and  gentlemen  in  Philadelphia  were  so  much  against  Inde- 
pendency, replied :  The  gentlemen  are  chiefly  of  a  certain 
connection,  which  speaks  for  itself,  and  may  be  properly 
called  the  family  compact  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  our  great 
merchants  are  principally  those  who  have  gotten  the  whole 
trade  into  their  hands,  and,  in  conseciuence,  are  making  im- 
mense fortunes  at  the  expense  of  the  People.     None  but 
capital  houses  dare  now  risk  a  trade.     These  great  mer- 
chants, therefore,  buy  our  produce  cheap,  and  set  what 
price  they  please  on  the  goods  they  import.     If  affairs  con- 
tinue any  time  in  their  present  condition,  they  will  have  the 
whole  wealth  of  the  Province  in  their  hands,  and  then  the 
people  will  be  nearly  in  the  condition  that  the  East-India 
Company  reduced  the  poor  natives  of  Bengal  to  ;  whereas, 
were  Independence  declared,  so  that  the  Powere  of  Europe 
could  tell  Great  Britain  that  they  did  not  trade  with  Rebel 
subjects,  they  would  push  in  as  quick  as  possible,  and  strive 
which  should  secure  the  greatest  trade  to  themselves.    This 
would  soon  bring  down  the  price  of  goods  at  present  so 
much  complained  of,    put  an  end   to  their  monopolizing 
schemes,  and  destroy  their  present  prospect  of  making  enor- 
mous estates  at  our  expense.     Their  golden  harvests  would 
then  be  at  an  end,  and  all  ranks  and  conditions  would  come 
in  for  their  just  share  of  the  wealth  which  would  flow  in 
upon  us  from  all  quarters.     Would  you  have  men,  says  he, 
to  be  for  Independency,  who  gain  as  much  upon  one  ship's 
cargo  now,  as  they  did  formerly  by  ten,  purely  because  In- 
dependency is  not  declared?     What  is  the  ruin  of  their 
country  to  men  who  make  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand 
pounds  per  month  profit?     They  will    rise,  let  who  will 
fall.     This  is  the  connection  which  Cato  boasts  of.     Some 
few  there  are,  I  agree,  who  value  no  private  interest  when 
their  country  is  at  stake ;  but  they  make  no  part  of  this  com- 
bination.    Above  ninety  of  these  merchants,  having  drawn 
in  a  few  of  our  friends,  who  saw  not  their  designs  of  de- 
stroying the  influence  of  patriotick  Committees,  sent  in  a 
most  insulting  Remonstrance  to  our  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion, denying  their  power,  and  refusing  to  submit  to  their 
decisions,  merely  because  they  attempted  to  moderate  the 
extravagant  price  of  their  goods,  and  keep  them  within 
such  hmits  as  would  enable  the  common  people  to  pur- 
chase what  they  wanted.     One  of  this  junto,  combined 
against  1^ or th- America,  declared  that  he  would  shed  blood 
before  Independency  should  take  place.    Another,  in  a  pub- 
lick  company,  said  there  was  a  large  number  of  the  first 
men  on  the  Continent  who  would  publickly  declare  against 
the  Congress,  and  oppose  them  as  soon  as  they  declared  for 
Independency.    A  third  said,  he  would  submit  to  the  claims 
of  Parliament  rather  than  see  these  Colonies  independent ; 
and  a  fourth,  when  told  there  was  not  the  least  prospect  of 
Great  Britain  accepting  any  other  terms  than  absolute  sub- 
mission, and  the  giving  up  a  number  of  our  principal  patriots 
to  the  halter,  replied,  "  Well,  and  if  they  have  committed 
crimes  against  the  State  deserving  of  death,  why  should 
they  not  suffer  ?"  Some  of  these  are  at  the  head  of  the  party 
that  oppose  Independency,  and  these  are  the  terms  they  ex- 
pect to  bring  us  to.  Tiiey  have  been  repeatedly  called  upon 
to  declare  what  are  the  terms  of  reconciliation  which  they 
will  accept,  and  the  arguments  to  support  its  propriety.  But 
they  evade  the  matter.     And  as  to  arguments,  they  have 
something  more  substantial  in  view ;  they  have  the  certain 
prospect  of  rising  on  the  ruins  of  their  country.    Here  is  the 
true  cause  of  their  opposition. 

This  appears  to  me  to  deserve  the  publick  notice.  And 
if  such  a  Remonstrance  as  is  above  hinted  at,  has  been 
handed  to  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  I  hope  they  will 
publish  it,  with  the  names  of  the  signers  affixed  to  it,  that 
the  people  may  know  who  are  their  friends,  and  who  are 
against  them. 

Philadelphia,  April  30,  1776. 


TO   THE    ELECTORS     AND     FREEHOLDERS    OF    THE    CITY    OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 

Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens:  A  late  law  of  this  Pro- 
vince having  appointed  the  election  of  four  additional  Mem- 
bers of  Assembly  for  this  city,  to  be  held  to-morrow,  and 
the  choice  of  fit  persons  for  this  trust  being  a  matter  of  the 
highest  importance,  it  has  been  diought  proper/  in  a  brief 
and  plain  way,  to  submit  a  few  things  to  your  serious  con- 
sideration on  this  great  occasion. 

The  chief  blessings  which  a  People  can  enjoy  under  a 
free  Government,  depend  upon  a  fair  and  equal  representa- 
tion ;  the  having  frequent  elections  of  those  to  whom  they 
consign  the  care  of  their  rights  ;  and  holding  these  elections 
in  such  a  way,  that  every  person  entitled  by  law  to  a  vote 
may  exercise  that  most  valuable  of  all  privileges,  agreeable 
to  his  own  reason  and -conscience,  without  being  overawed 
by  the  threats  of  power  or  party. 

The  late  law  has  provided  for  the  first  of  these  three 
things,  viz :  a  more  equal  representation.  And  our  prudent 
ancestors,  in  their  former  laws,  by  the  method  of  ballot,  have 
provided  for  the  two  latter  in  such  a  way  as  hath  rendered 
our  Constitution  the  admiration  of  all  our  neighbours.  But 
the  best  laws  are  of  no  signification,  if  a  People  become  in- 
sensible of  their  value,  or  inattentive  to  their  execution. 
The  office  of  a  Burgess  for  the  City  of  Philadelphia  is  as 
great  and  honourable  a  trust  as  can  fall  to  the  share  of  any 
freeman  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  yet  a  stranger,  who  had  ob- 
served what  a  small  pro])ortion  of  the  electors  of  this  city 
have  thought  it  worth  their  w  bile  to  step  from  their  houses 
to  give  a  vote,  in  some  late  instances,  would  imagine  either 
that  we  hold  this  privilege  at  a  cheap  rate,  or  that  we  have 
nothing  at  stake  in  our  Representatives ;  and  this  neglect 
has  lately  been  construed  against  us,  by  an  anonymous 
writer,  into  a  tacit  approbation  of  new  doctrines,  by  no 
means  agreeable  to  the  general  sense  of  the  good  people  of 
this  city. 

A  question  has  lately  been  started,  which  has  greatly 
changed  our  political  ground,  and  has  driven  all  our  little 
distinction  of  parties  entirely  out  of  sight.  It  is,  whether 
united,  as  heretofore,  we  shall  continue  our  resistance  to  an 
oppressive  Ministry  till  we  can  bring  vengeance  on  their 
heads,  and  open  the  door  for  renewing  our  happy  connec- 
tion with  the  People  of  Great  Britain;  or  whether,  without 
waiting  to  know  clearly  whether  this  be  possible  or  not,  we 
shall,  by  our  own  act,  shut  the  door  against  reconciliation, 
immediately  declare  ourselves  a  separate  people,  and  run 
the  risk  of  all  the  evils  which  may  follow. 

Upon  one  side  of  the  question,  we  have  every  publick 
declaration  of  the  Continent ;  the  avowed  design  of  our 
taking  arms  into  our  hands  ;  the  ardent  desire  of  multitudes 
of  good  men  deeply  interested  in  the  consequences ;  the 
sense  of  this  Province,  uniformly  expressed  from  the  be- 
ginning ;  and  of  some  neighbouring  Provinces,  just  renewed 
in  their  latest  transactions.  On  the  other  side,  we  have  the 
publication  of  nameless  writei-s,  setting  themselves  up  in  op- 
position to  publick  bodies,  striving  to  inflame  the  passions, 
and  lead  us  on  to  schemes  of  dangerous  and  uncertain  event, 
wholly  inconsistent  with  our  original  purposes. 

If  peace  can  be  obtained  upon  safe  terms,  no  good  man 
can  think,  without  horrour,  upon  the  pursuit  of  new  schemes 
which  present  nothing  to  us  but  a  long  stoppage  of  our  trade 
and  commerce,  an  immense  increase  of  our  taxes,  changes 
in  our  civil  Governments,  the  consequent  uncertain  situation 
of  our  lives  and  properties,  the  ruin  of  families,  intestine 
divisions,  and  all  the  calamities  attendant  upon  civil  war. 
There  is  this  essential  difference  between  a  declaration  of 
Independence,  as  it  hath  been  called,  and  the  continuing 
our  defence  upon  the  present  foun<lation  :  in  the  one  case, 
a  conviction  of  her  error,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  may 
restore  peace  and  tranquillity ;  in  the  other,  we  leave  no 
room  for  such  a  conviction  to  operate  in  our  favour.  On 
the  contrary,  the  tools  of  power  will  strive  to  verify  their 
predictions,  that  we  were  aiming  at  a  separation  from  the 
begimiing.  They  w  ill  thereby  seek  to  raise  the  indignation 
of  the  worid  against  us,  and  to  unite  the  whole  British  Na- 
tion in  a  fixed  enmity.  They  will  exert  every  engine  to 
defeat  our  schemes,  and  practise  every  art,  in  every  Court 
in  Europe,  to  injure  our  credit. 

As  prudence  and  regard  to  ourselves  can  never  direct  us 
to  give  an  enemy  such  an  advantage,  or  to  pursue  such  a 
conduct  till  the  last  extremity,  it  becomes  one  of  the  most 
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weighty  concerns  that  ever  employed  our  attention,  to  be 
careful  what  sort  of  men  we  intrust  with  the  conduct  of  our 
affairs  during  the  ensuing  five  months ;  in  which  time  we 
shall  probably  be  able  to  judge  whether  reconciliation  be 
yet  possible.  If  violent  men,  who  have  predetermined  this 
great  question,  should  be  our  choice,  the  guilt  of  every  rash 
measure,  into  which  we  may  be  hurried,  will  lie  at  our  own 
door.  But  if  the  majority  of  voices  shall  be  given  to  those 
who  are  known  to  be  firm  in  the  defence  of  American  rights, 
friends  to  the  Constitution  of  this  Province,  visibly  interested 
in  its  prosperity,  and,  at  the  same  time,  desirous  of  peace 
upon  honourable  terms — everything  will  be  safe  in  their 
haiids.  If  the  fatal  necessity  should  evidently  arise  which 
will  justify  new  declarations  and  a  change  of  measures,  such 
men  will  never  dissent  from  the  general  voice  of  their  con- 
stituents.* 

Upon  this  single  consideration,  the  matter  now  rests.  All 
other  distinctions  are  vain  and  trifling.  Let  unnecessary 
heats  be  avoided,  and  every  man  give  his  voice,  according 
to  his  conscience,  with  that  freedom  which  ought  to  distin- 
guish a  people  in  the  exercise  of  one  of  their  most  sacred 
rights,  under  the  sanction  of  the  best  laws.  This  is  not  a 
time  either  for  timidity  or  rashness  ;  and  threats  or  abuse  will 
only  disgrace  those  that  make  use  of  them.  In  this  light,  a 
most  daring  publication  is  to  be  considered,  which  has  just 
appeared  over  the  signature  of^re  Elector.  At  a  time 
when  all  America  is  contending,  among  other  things,  for  the 
Charter  rights  of  one  of  the  Provinces,  he  calls  upon  the 
people  of  this  city  to  trample  the  Charter  of  this  Colony 
under  their  feet ;  to  act  upon  a  novel  system ;  to  pay  no 
regard  to  the  legal  qualification  of  voters ;  not  to  those 
sacred  laws  by  which  every  man,  who  becomes  a  citizen  of 

./?/»n7  \st,  1776.^r-About  three  o'clock,  went  to  James  Cannoti's ; 
spent  good  part  of  this  afternoon  and  evening,  till  eight  o'clock,  there, 
in  conversation  with  Thomas  Paine,  Dr.  Young;  James  fVigdon,  and 
Timothy  Matlack ;  came  away  about  eight  o'clock,  by  the  cry  of 
"fire;"  went  home;  thence  up  town,  where  the  whole  malt-house  and 
new  front-house  of  Hobert  Hare  was  in  flumes ;  went  with  Colonel  Ito- 
berdeau  to  the  Powder-Magazine,  where  a  number  of  us  attended  with 
an  engine,  which  played  upon  the  Magazine,  and  other  buildings  adja- 
cent, for  fear  of  sparks. 

bth. — Dined  at  home  v/'xHx  Janes  Cannon;  we  then  went  io Paine' s ; 
stayed  some  time ;  thence,  Cannon  and  I  went  to  Dr.  Young's ;  not  at 
home ;  we  went  up  to  Kensington ;  found  him  and  several  friends  there, 
at  work  on  board  the  frigate  building  by  Messrs.  Eyre ;  we  joined  them 
in  assisting  what  we  could,  till  night ;  then  came  home. 

Gth. — Near  two  o'clock,  set  oS  lor  Kensington,  in  order  to  assist,  with 
a  number  of  fellow-citizens,  in  getting  the  lower-deck  beams  on  board 
the  frigate  building  by  Messrs.  Eyre.  I  presume  there  came  not  short  of 
one  hundred,  who  stayed  till  they  were  all  put  on  board — in  which  were 
included  three  parts  of  the  Light-Infantry,  of  First  Battalion,  who  came 
in  warlike  array ;  came  away  just  at  dark. 

9(A. — Near  seven  o'clock,  went  to  Committee-room,  at  Philosophical 
Hall;  came  away  before  ten;  at  which  meeling,  To-wnsend  Spikeman 
aitending,  owned  he  refused  and  could  not  take  the  Continental  money ; 
he  refusing  to  appeal,  his  case  was  ordered  to  be  published. 

11(A. — After  dinner,  went  to  Kensington,  where  a  number  of  inhabi- 
tants met,  in  order  to  assist  in  getting  the  lower-deck  beams  in  the  ship 
that  was  building  for  man-of-war,  by  Bruce  &  Co. 

16(/i. — News  confirmed  of  our  fleet's  arrival  at  J^Te-ui- London,  and 
of  the  arrival  of  General  Washington  aXJVew-York ;  some  particulars, 
see  in  Evening  I'ost,  No.  193.  Near  seven  o'clock,  went  to  Commit- 
tee-room, at  Philosop/iical  Hall ;  came  home  past  ten  ;  great  debate  about 
rescinding  the  prices  some  time  past  aflTixed  to  sundry  articles  by  the 
Committee.  This  debate  arose  from  a  Remonstrance  now  presented  by 
sundry  citizens. 

I8th. — Near  seven  o'clock,  went  to  Committee-room,  at  Philosophical 
Hall,  (called  by  summons,)  where  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  Commit- 
tee were  discussed,  and  proved  to  be  invested  in  them  by  the  votes  of 
Congress,  and  the  cnll  and  nomination  of  the  people  at  large;  and  that 
the  regulations  they  had  entered  into  were  well  founded  ;  yet,  in  order  to 
promote  peace  and  harmony  at  this  time,  a  vote  was  passed,  (contrary 
to  my  approbation  and  that  of  many  others  present,)  that  a  remonstrance 
be  sent  to  Congress,  requesting  them  to  explain  some  former  resolves.  A 
Committee  was  appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  draft  it,  and  bring  it  to  the 
next  meeting  for  approbation.  At  this  meeling,  after  Committee  was 
over,  many  stayed,  and  appointed  sixteen  members  present  to  confer  with 
the  Committee  of  Privates,  and  the  Patriotick  Society,  respecting  the 
candidates  for  Burgesses,  on  the  1st  of  May  next.  Agreed  to  meet  to- 
morrow evening. 

19M. — Near  seven  o'clock,  went  to  IVilliam  Thorn's  School-room, 
Videll's  .llley.  Met  a  number  of  persons  appointed  to  consult  ujion 
persons  proper  to  be  returned  as  four  Burgesses  from  this  city,  on  the  1st 
of  May.  Came  away  past  nine  o'clock,  having  adjourned  to  seven 
o'clock  to-morrow  evening,  at  same  place.  I  was  chosen  Chairman ; 
James  Cannon,  Secretary. 

20(/i. — Went  thence  to  James  Caimon's.  Past  seven  o'clock,  went 
with  him  to  IVilliam  Thorn's  School-room,  as  by  appointment  last  night. 
Came  away  about  ten  o'clock. 

2\st. — Many,  I  understand,  were  the  private  meetings  of  those  crfUcd 
Moderate-men,  (or  those  who  are  for  reconciliation  with  Great  Hritain 
upon  the  best  terms  she  will  give  us,  but  by  all  means  to  he  reconciled  to 
or  with  her,)  in  order  to  consult  and  have  such  men  carried  for  Bur- 


Philadelphia,  has  agreed  to  be  bound.     Tliis  would  be 
giving  a  fatal  slab  to  our  liberties,  and  may  teach  us  what 
we  are  to  expect  should  we  suffer  men   professing  such 
principles  to  get  the  direction  of  our  affairs. 
Philadelphia,  April  30,  1776. 


DANIEL   OF    ST.  THOMAS   JENIFER   TO    CHARLES    CARROLL. 

Philadelphia,  April  30,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  To-morrow  will  determine  the  question  of 
Dependance  and  Independence,  in  this  city,  by  the  election 
of  four  additional  members  of  Assembly.  It  will,  from  what 
I  can  learn,  be  carried  in  favour  of  the  former,  if  there  is  not 
a  division  in  the  party  about  their  men.  It  is  expected  that 
the  contest  will  not  end  without  blows. 

I  have  been  present  at  two  meetings  of  our  Delegates, 
(the  last  I  am  but  this  moment  returned  from,)  to  consult 
upon  the  principal  points  to  be  discussed  in  Convention,  and 
the  Delegates  to  attend.  There  will  be  another  meeting  this 
evening  or  to-morrow,  when  they  will  be  finished  and  agreed 
upon.  I  believe  Mr.  Goldsborough  and  Mr.  Johnson  will 
be  the  Delegates.  The  points  as  to  the  Govemour's  stay- 
ing, and  representation,  will  be  determined,  I  think,  as  you 
and  my  brethren  would  wish,  with  the  latitude  of  being 
varied  by  the  Convention,  as  circumstances  may  cast  up. 

I  shall  be  happy  if  my  poor  endeavours  here  have  or  shall 
be  instrumental  towards  the  reconciliation  of  the  two  Shores, 
and  settling  those  two  material  points,  as  it  will  be  the  means 
of  obtaining  forgiveness  from  my  brethren  for  my  abrupt 
departure  from  Annapolis.  You  must  be  my  advocate.  It 
was  a  maddened  fit  that  came  upon  me ;  and  it  appeared  to 
me,  from  a  previous  question  or  two,  that,  if  I  had  asked  leave 

gesses  at  the  election,  (1st  o(  May,)  as  will  be  sure  to  promote,  to  ac- 
cept, and  adopt  all  such  measures.  These  are  the  schemes  that  are  now 
ardently  pursued  by  those  men. 

23it. — Near  eight  o'clock,  I  went,  with  J.  B.  Smith,  to  Colonel  Han- 
cock's, to  deliver  a  Remonstrance  from  the  Committee  to  Congress,  wo 
being  appointed  for  that  service ;  the  which  he  received  very  politely, 
and  promised  to  perform  and  favour  us  with  the  result  of  Congress 
tliereon. 

25(A. — Went  to  Jacob  Schritier's ;  met  sundry  persons  there ;  went 
thence  to  the  sign  of" Hotterdam,"  in  Third-street ;  stayed  till  the  ticket 
was  settled  for  Inspectors,  and  three  persons  to  put  into  practice  the  re- 
solve of  Assembly  for  disarming  Non-Associators;  thence  to  meet  the 
Committee  at  William  Thorn's  School-room,  where  we  concluded  and 
fixed  ihe  ticket  for  four  Burgesses  viz :  George  Clymer,  Colonel  Rober- 
deau,  Oweji  Biddle,  and  Frederick  Kuhl ;  but  to  be  kept  a  secret  from 
the  publick  till  after  our  next  meeting,  on  Sc.cond  Day  night,  at  that 
place,  at  seven  o'clock. 

27iA. — Past  two  o'clock,  went  to  Kensington,  where  a  number  of  per- 
sons (not  much  shor^  of  one  hundred  and  fifty)  were  collected,  in  order 
to  get  the  upper-deck  beams  into  both  the  frigates  building  there.  The 
same  was  completed,  without  any  accident  happening,  by  six  o'clock  in 
the  evening.  I  then  came  away  with  Frederick  Kuhl,  James  Davidson,, 
and  James  Cannon,  to  whose  house  I  went,  and  drank  coflee. 

28(A. — After  supper,  Jbse/iA  Lecond  and  myself  took  a  walk  down  to 
Plumstead's  wharf,  in  order  to  see  what  readiness  the  two  ships-of-war 
were  in,  as  they  were  under  sailing  orders,  occasioned  by  an  express 
that  arrived  about  three  o'clock  this  afternoon,  who  left  Le-mistoiiin  about 
six  o'clock  last  night,  sent  by  land  from  Henry  Fisher,  giving  an  account 
that  the  man-of-war  the  Roebuck,  pursuing  a  vessel,  had,  that  afternoon, 
run  ashore  on  the  Brandyivine  [^Shoals,"]  and  was  then,  to  appearance, 
fast.  The  vessels  were  nigh  ready,  as  we  learned,  and  would  sail  in  the 
morning. 

May  1st. — At  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  went  to  William  Thorn's  School- 
room, by  appointment ;  from  thence  to  my  son's ;  thence  to  Colfee-House, 
and  so  home ;  from  there  down  to  Dravv-briilge ;  thence  to  the  State- 
House  ;  stayed  till  one  o'clock ;  went  in  company  with  Thomas  Paine, 
and  dined  at  son  Christopher's  ;  went  back  to  the  State-House  ;  Engaged 
till  past  five  o'clock;  then  went  w\l\\  James  Cannon  to  his  house;  drank 
coll'ee  there;  then  we  returned  to  the  State-House;  stayed  till  eight 
o'clock;  then  I  came  home,  ate  supper,  and  went  back;  slayed  till  past 
ten  o'clock,  the  ShcrilT  having  proclaimed  to  close  the  poll  in  half  an 
hour.  This  has  been  one  of  the  sharpest  contests,  yet  peaceable,  that 
has  been  for  a  number  of  years,  except  some  small  disturbance  among 
the  Dutch,  occasioned  by  some  unwarrantable  expressions  of  Joseph 
Saift,  viz:  That  except  they  were  naturalized,  they  had  no  more  right 
to  a  vote  than  a  Negro  or  an  Indian.  And,  also,  past  six  o'clock,  the 
Sheriir,  without  any  notice  to  the  publick,  closed  the  poll,  and  adjourned 
till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  shut  the  doors.  This  alarmed  the  peo- 
ple, who  immediately  resented  it — flew  to  the  Sheriff  and  to  the  doors, 
and  obliged  him  again  to  open  the  doors,  and  continue  the  poll  till  the 
time  above  prefixed.  I  think  it  may  be  said  with  propriety,  that  the 
Quakers,  Papists,  Church, .illen  family,  with  all  the  Proprietary  party, 
were  never,  seemingly,  so  happily  united  as  at  this  election,  notwith- 
standing Friends'  lormcr  protestation  and  declaration,  of  never  joining 
with  that  party,  since  the  club  or  knock-down  election.  "Oh  I  tell  it  not 
in  Gath,  nor  publish  it  in  the  streets  of.lskalon,"  how  the  Testimony 
is  trampled  upon." 

About  midnight,  casting  up  the  poll,  it  turned  out  thus,  viz :  .Samuel 
Howell, 'H\  ;  .Indrew  .iZ/eH,  923;  George  Clymer,  923;  .Alexander 
Wilcox,  921  ;  Thomas  Willing,  911  ;  Frederick  Kuhl,  904;  Owen  Bid- 
die,  903  i  and  Daniel  Boberdeau,  890 — Marshall. 
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in  form,  I  should  not  just  then  Imve  obtained  it,  thouijh  it  had 
been  agreed  before  that,  so  soon  as  there  was  a  full  Council, 
I  might  go  where  I  pleased.  My  health  required  a  jaunt, 
and  I  found  considerable  relief  whilst  on  my  journey  ;  but 
mv  "iddiness  has  again  returned,  and  I  must  set  out  (or  Ma- 
rylnnd  as  soon  as  1  possibly  can. 

1  have,  1  tliink,  almost  brought  R.  H.  L.  to  shame.  He 
has  the  impudenre  and  assurance  of  the  devil.  He  at  first 
justified  Furvinnce,  and  denied  that  Genera!  Lee  had  di- 
rected the  Govemour  to  be  seized  ;  and  brought  his  brother 
Frank  to  pledge  his  honour  that  the  fact  was  not  so.  1  con- 
cealed from  them  that  I  had  a  copy  of  the  General's  letter 
m  my  ]X)cket,  nor  do  they  yet  know  I  have  it.  I  shall  this 
day  show  it  to  some  gentlemen  that  were  present  when  they 
roundly  asserted  and  assured  me  that  1  had  been  misinformed. 
Colonel  Harrison  has  written  to  his  friends  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  Virginia,  that  they  must  apologize  to  our 
Council  for  the  insult.  We  are  highly  apjjlauded,  in  this 
citv,  for  our  spirited  conduct  in  the  late  conspiracy,  for  such 
I  must  term  it. 

Adieu.  IVIy  best  respects  to  my  brethren,  whom  I  hope 
to  see  on  Sunday  in  Annapolis. 

Yours,  sincerely  and  affectionately, 

Daniei,  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

P.  S.  I  have  written  in  the  greatest  hurry. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    THE    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE  OF 
SAFETY. 

New-York,  April  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  perceive  by  the  tenour  of  your  favour  of 
yesterday,  that  my  letter  of  the  25th  has  given  umbrage, 
which  I  am  sorry  for,  as  it  was  not  most  distantly  in  my 
ideas  to  give  any. 

Three  things  led  me  to  suspect  that  the  New-York  Bat- 
talions were  not  upon  the  same  establishment  of  the  other 
Continental  troops:  current  report,  an  implied  exception 
in  the  order  for  detaching  six  more  battalions  to  Canada, 
and  that  part  of  your  letter  signifying  that  four  of  these  bat- 
talions were  to  be  raised  under  your  immediate  direction ; 
which  intimation,  coming  in  corroboration  of  the  two  first 
reasons,  (for  I  never  had  any  information  of  this  matter  from 
Congress,)  led  me  to  believe  that  you  intended  it  as  a  gen- 
teel hint  that  I  was  not  to  consider  them  in  the  same  light 
I  did  the  others.  It  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  therefore, 
that  I  should  wish  to  know  the  extent  of  my  authoiity  over 
them,  that  my  conduct  might  be  regulated  thereby  ;  or,  that 
1  should  be  so  solicitous  in  arming  regiments  raised  for  local 
pur]X)ses  as  those  for  the  general  service,  when  the  latter  are 
also  greatly  deficient  in  this  essential  point.  These  were  the 
ideas  that  filled  my  mind  at  the  time  of  writing.  If  the  ex- 
treme hurry,  occasioned  by  a  variety  of  business  which  is 
continually  pressing  upon  me,  clouded  the  meaning  I  wished 
to  convey,  I  can  only  add  that  it  never  was,  and  I  hope 
never  will  be,  my  intention  to  give  unprovoked  ofl'ence.  Of 
lliis  your  Committee  may  be  once  for  all  assured,  that  it  is 
my  earnest  wish  to  co-operate  with  them  in  every  measure 
which  can  conduce  to  the  general  good  ;  and  that  if  1  should 
at  any  time  differ  with  them  in  the  means,  I  shall  feel  my 
share  of  the  concern ;  being,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your 
most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 


To  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  New-York. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Kead  May  2,  1776,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Kostern 
Department.] 

New-York,  April  30,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  mean  through  you,  sir,  to  do  myself  the  honour  of 
laying  before  Congress  a  copy  of  an  address  transmitted 
them  some  time  ago  by  the  Assembly  o( Rhode-Island,  which 
Governour  Cooke  favoured  me  with  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, at  the  same  time  requesting  me  to  interest  myself  in 
pitx-uring  a  body  of  forces  on  the  Continental  establishment 
ibr  the  defence  of  that  Colony.  1  doubt  not  but  the  address, 
and  subject  of  it,  have  had  the  attention  and  consideration 
of  Congress  before  now  ;  but  if  they  have  not  decided  upon 
llie  matter,  1  would  beg  leave  to  mention  that  1  have  made 


inquiry  into  the  situation  and  condition  of  the  Colony,  and 
find  it  to  be  as  stated  in  the  address ;  and  with  all  deference 
to  the  o[)inion  of  Congress,  conceive  it  highly  necessary  and 
expedient  that  they  should  adopt  some  measures  for  reliev- 
ing their  distress,  and  granting  the  aid  prayed  for.  The  im- 
portance of  it  in  the  chain  of  union  ;  its  extensive  sea-coast, 
afibrding  harbours  for  our  shipping  and  vessels,  at  the  same 
time  exposing  and  subjecting  the  inhabitants  to  the  ravages 
and  depredations  of  our  enemies ;  the  zeal  and  attachment 
which  it  has  shown,  and  which  still  actuates  it  toward  the 
common  cause  ;  their  incapacity  to  pay  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  for  its  defence,  should  they  be  able  to  furnish  them 
after  so  many  engaged  in  other  services ;  these,  and  many 
other  reasons  which  are  too  obvious  to  mention,  plead  pow- 
erfully for  the  notice  and  attention  of  Congress,  and  seem 
to  me  to  claim  their  support. 

Having  thus  stated  the  matter  to  Congress  for  their  con- 
sideration, agreeable  to  my  promise  to  Governour  Cooke 
when  1  had  the  honour  of  seeing  him  in  my  way  here,  I  shall 
leave  it  with  them,  not  doubting  but  they  will  duly  weigh  its 
importance,  and  give  such  assistance  as  they  may  think  rea- 
sonable and  just.  What  they  chiefly  wish  for  is,  that  the 
troops  they  have  raised  may  be  taken  into  Continental  pay, 
and  commanding  officers  be  appointed  by  Congress. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  regard,  sir,  your  most 

humble  servant,  /-.  \xr 

'  George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Con- 
gress. 

Providence,  January  16,  1776. 

We,  the  General  Assembly  of  the  English  Colony  of 
Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Flantations,  beg  leave  to  re- 
present to  you  the  state  and  condition  of  said  Colony,  and 
to  request  such  assistance  as  our  situation  and  the  welfare 
of  the  United  Colonies  shall  appear  to  require. 

Soon  after  the  conclusion  of  the  late  glorious  war,  in  the 
successes  of  which  the  Colonies  had  so  considerable  a  share, 
we  were  alarmed  with  divers  acts  of  the  British  Parliament, 
strongly  indicating  a  design  to  divest  the  Colonies  of  those 
rights  which  are  essential  to  the  freedom  of  a  People,  and 
which  they  had  enjoyed,  with  but  few  innovations,  from  their 
first  settlement.  The  Act  passed  in  1765  for  levying  stamp 
duties  in  America,  and  many  subsequent  Acts,  manifested 
that  design  so  clearly  as  to  leave  no  room  for  a  doubt.  This 
Colony,  ever  tenacious  of  its  liberties,  zealously  took  a  part 
in  all  the  common  measures  entered  into  for  the  common 
safety. 

W  hen  at  length  the  Ministerial  troops,  by  the  attacks  at 
Lexington  and  Concord,  had  reduced  us  to  the  necessity  of 
innnediately  taking  up  arms,  or  submitting  to  a  slavery  which, 
at  the  distance  we  are  placed  from  the  seat  of  the  power  to 
be  exercised  over  us,  must  be  the  most  absolute  and  terrible 
that  we  can  form  an  idea  of,  this  Colony,  notwithstanding 
its  exposed  situation,  did  not  hesitate  ;  it  did  not  wait  for  the 
example  of  more  powerful  Colonies  ;  but,  conforming  itself 
to  the  spirit  of  the  resolutions  of  the  honoui-able  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  for  1774,  ordered  a  body  of  men  to  be 
raised  and  marched  to  the  encampment  near  Boston. 

Unfortunately  for  the  inhabitants,  this  Colony  is  scarcely 
anything  hut  a  line  of  sea-coast.  From  Providence  to  Point 
Jwtilh,  and  from  thence  to  Pawcatuck  River,  is  near  eighty 
miles.  On  the  east  side  of  the  bay,  from  Providence  to  Se- 
conet  Point,  and  including  the  east  side  of  Second  until  it 
meets  the  ]\Ias.iachusctts  line,  is  about  fifty  miles ;  besides 
which  are  the  navigable  rivers  of  Paiccatuck  and  Warren. 
On  the  west  side  of  the  bay  the  Colony  doth  not  extend . 
t\\  enty  miles,  and  on  the  east  side  not  more  than  eight  miles 
Irom  the  sea-coast  above  described.  In  the  Colony  are  also 
included  the  following  Islands :  Rhode-Island,  about  six- 
teen miles  in  length ;  Conanicut,  nine  ;  Block-Island,  nine  ; 
Prudence,  seven ;  and  the  smaller  Islands  Patience,  IIoj)e, 
Gold-Island,  and  several  others  ;  all  which  are  cultivated  and 
fertile,  and  contributed  largely  to  the  publick  expenses.  The 
greater  j)art  of  the  above-mentioned  shores  are  accessible  to 
shi|)s-ol-war. 

IJy  an  exact  estimate,  taken  in  the  year  1774,  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants  in  the  Colony  amounted  to  fifty-nine 
thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-eight.  The  town  of  New- 
port contained  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  nine,  was  the 
principal  place  ol  trade,  and  paid  above  one-sixth  part  of  the 
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publick  taxes.  A  very  considerable  commerce  was  also 
carried  on  from  Providence ;  and  several  small  towns  in  the 
Colony  were  also  conccnied  in  trade  and  navigation.  Ship 
building  was  a  great  branch  of  business  ;  in  short,  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Colony  derived  their  subsistence  almost  wholly 
from  commerce. 

The  convenient  situation  ol  this  Colony  for  receiving  sup- 
plies from  the  other  Colonies  for  the  Continental  Army  near 
Boston,  we  suppose,  was  the  principal  reason  why  so  great  a 
number  of  the  King's  ships  have  been  stationed  in  our  bay  ; 
we  having  had  for  above  seven  months  past,  two  ships  of 
twenty  guns,  one  of  sixteen,  a  bomb  ketch,  and  about  eight 
tenders,  who  have  made  prizes  of  more  vessels  belonging  to 
this  Colony  than  have  been  lost  by  any  other ;  have  put 
almost  a  total  end  to  commerce  ;  have  committed  repeated 
depredations  in  different  parts  of  the  Colony  ;  have  kept  our 
coasts  constantly  alarmed,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  to  keep 
almost  continually  under  arms. 

The  once  flourishing  town  of  Newport,  by  the  loss  of 
trade,  and  consequent  cessation  of  all  business,  instcafl  of 
being  able  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  the  war,  hath 
been  reduced  to  so  deplorable  a  state,  that  we  have  been 
obliged  to  grant  money  out  of  the  general  Treasury  for  the 
support  of  their  poor ;  and  many  of  the  wealthy  inhabitants 
have  not  only  left  tlie  town,  but  the  Colony.  Conanicut 
and  Prudence,  lately  the  scenes  6{  tlie  most  wanton  and 
savage  desolation  and  barbarity,  are  deserted.  New-Shore- 
ham,  from  its  situation,  is  rendered  worse  than  useless  to  the 
Colony ;  and  the  other  Islands  will  no  longer  be  of  service 
to  any  but  the  enemy. 

The  troops  sent  by  this  Colony  to  the  Army  near  Boston, 
amounted  to  about  one  thousand  seven  hundred,  inclusive 
of  officers,  of  which  two  hundred  and  fifty  are  in  Colonel 
Arnold's  detachment  in  Qiiebeck.  Many  have  entered  on 
board  the  armed  vessels  fitted  out  by  General  Washington, 
particularly  almost  every  officer  and  seaman  in  the  brig  com- 
manded by  Captain  Martindale,  unfortunately  taken  and 
carried  into  Boston,  belonged  to  this  Colony ;  and  of  the 
others,  the  greater  part  by  far  have  reinlisted  in  the  Con- 
tinental service,  so  that  very  few  of  them  have  returned, 
or  can  return.  We  fitted  out  two  armed  vessels  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce  and  coasts,  which  carried  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  men,  one  of  which  is  now  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  Continental  service,  with  the  greater  part  of 
her  crew. 

Above  a  hundred  men  have  also  been  inlisted  for  the 
Continental  Navy.  We  have  also  built  and  equipped  two 
row-galleys,  to  carry  fifty  men  each.  Besides  these  extraor- 
dinary exertions,  we  were  alarmed  in  October  last  with  the 
arrival  of  a  number  of  transports  from  Boston,  destined  to 
procure  fresh  provisions  for  the  Ministerial  Army.  To  pre- 
vent their  obtaining  supplies  was  an  object  of  such  great  im- 
portance as  obliged  us  to  send  a  number  of  Minute-men 
upon  the  several  Islands  to  defend  the  stock,  which  created 
a  most  enormous  expense. 

When  the  Assembly  met  in  November,  a  regiment  of  five 
hundred  men  was  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of 
Rhode-Island  and  the  other  Islands  ;  notwithstanding  which 
we  have  been  obliged  repeatedly  to  call  forth  our  Minute- 
men.  To  prevent  the  great  charge  of  which,  we  have  aug- 
mented the  regiment,  ordered  to  be  raised  in  November,  to 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  merl,  exclusive  of  a  company  of  ar- 
tillery consisting  of  one  hundred  and  five  men,  witii  their  offi- 
cers ;  and  have  also  voted  another  regiment  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  men  to  be  immediately  raised  and  equipped  ;  be- 
sides two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  artillery-men  lor  the  ma- 
nagement of  thirty-four  field-pieces  ordered  to  be  procured 
"and  placed  in  the  several  towns  upon  the  sea-coast.  We  have 
ordered  sixty  cannon  (eighteen  and  twelve-poundere)  to  be 
cast,  and  have  already  sent  a  vessel  with  a  very  valuable 
cargo,  to  purchase  powder  and  other  warlike  stores,  and  are 
fitting  out  another,  which  will  soon  sail. 

From  the  above  representation  of  our  situation,  exertions, 
and  losses,  and  the  depredations  of  the  enemy,  which  are 
not  exaggerated,  the  exhausted  state  of  the  Colony,  and  its 
utter  inability  to  maintain  the  present  force  established  and 
voted,  as  well  as  to  take  any  further  measures  to  defend  it- 
self, will  clearly  app<;ar.  We  need  not  obsei-ve  to  you  tlie 
great  importance  6{  Rhode-Island,  or  the  damages  that  would 
be  sustained  by  the  enemy's  possessing  themselves  thereof — 
its  harbours  and  the  adjoining  Narraganset  Bay  being  great- 


ly superior  to  any  other  in  America ;  and  its  convenient 
situation  with  respect  to  the  sea  and  the  other  Colonies, 
making  it  still  more  important. 

We  therefore  recmest  that  you  will  give  the  earliest  atten- 
tion to  this  address ;  and  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  take 
the  most  ]iroper  measures  for  defending  the  Colony ;  other- 
wise Rhode-Island,  and  the  other  Islands  in  the  Bay,  with 
the  surrounding  sea-coast  upon  the  Continent,  must  be  de- 
pojjulated,  and  the  Colony  entirely  ruined. 

We  submit  the  foregoing  to  your  judicious  determination  ; 
and  are,  with  great  respect  and  confidence,  your  Honours' 
most  obedient  and  most  humble  servants. 

Signed  at  the  request  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, ^  r^  n 

•"  Nicholas  Cooke,  Uoveniour. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies 
now  convened  in  General  Congress  in  Philadelphia. 

GENERAL    ORDERS. 
Head-Quarters,  New- York,  April  27,  1776. 

(Parole,  Camden.)  (Counteri.it;n,  Chatham.) 

The  riotous  behaviour  of  some  soldiers  of  the  Continental 
Army,  yesterday,  and  the  evening  before,  has  filled  the 
General  with  much  regret  and  concern  ;  and  lays  him  under 
the  disagreeable  necessity  of  declaring,  that  if  the  like  beha- 
viour should  be  practised  again  the  authors  will  be  brought 
to  the  severest  punishment,  if  taken,  or  treated  as  a  common 
enemy  if  they  dare  to  resist.  Men  are  not  to  carve  out 
remedies  for  themselves.  If  they  are  injured  in  any  respect 
there  are  legal  modes  to  obtain  relief,  and  just  complaints 
will  always  be  attended  to  and  redressed.  It  should  be  the 
pride  of  a  Soldier  to  conduct  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
obtain  the  applause  and  not  the  reproach  of  a  people  he  is 
sent  to  defend ;  and  it  should  be  the  business,  as  it  is  the 
duty  of  an  Officer  to  inculcate  and  enforce  this  doctrine. 

The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  having  been 
pleased  to  order  a  Brigadier-General  and  six  more  Battalions 
to  be  immediately  sent  to  Canada,  his  Excellency  directs 
the  Colonels  or  commanding  officers  of  the  Regiments  of 
Stark,  Reed,  Wayne,  Irvine,  Dayton,  and  Winds,  to  pre- 
pare their  corps  for  immediate  embarcation.  The  Quarter- 
master-General will  forthwith  provide  vessels,  and  the  Com- 
missary-General provisions ;  and  General  Sullivan  will  order 
every  Regiment  to  embark,  and  sail  with  all  convenient  ex- 
pedition. 

The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  four  last-named  Regiments  being  ordered  out  of 
the  MidBle  Colonies,  are  pleased  to  direct  them  to  be  put 
upon  the  same  pay  with  those  already  upon  more  remote 
service ;  which  pay  is  to  commence  from  the  first  day  of 
May  next. 

Colonel  Stark's  and  Colonel  Reed's  Regiments  to  be 
ready  to  be  mustered  to-morrow  morning,  at  eight  o'clock, 
upon  the  Common,  near  the  Park  of  Artillery. 

All  Officers,  Non-Commissioned  Officers,  and  Soldiers,  at 
present  absent  from  the  Regiments  commanded  by  the  Co- 
lonels Wayne,  Irvine,  Dayton,  and  Winds,  are  forthwith 
ordered  to  join  their  respective  Corps. 

Colonel  McDougalFs  and  Colonel  Ritzema's  Regiments 
to  parade  on  Monday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  upon  the  Com- 
mon, to  be  reviewed. 

William  Hains,  of  Captain  Benton's  Company,  in  Colo- 
nel Ritzema's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Mar- 
tial,  whereof  Colonel  Baldivin  was  President,  for  "  Deser- 
tion :"  The  Court  finding  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the  charge, 
do  sentence  him  to  be  whipped  twenty-five  lashes  on  his 
bare  back.  The  General  approves  the  sentence,  and  orders 
it  to  be  put  in  execution  on  Monday  morning,  at  the  head 
of  the  Regiment.  

Head-Quart«rs,  New-York,  April  28,  1776. 
(Pjnile,  Munchetter)  (CounWrelgn,  PoiwonJy.) 

The  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments  and  Corps  are 
to  be  careful  that  the  men  are  made  perfectly  well  acquainted 
witii  all  Orders  that  issue  for  the  government  of  the  Army  ; 
and  are  not  to  be  less  diligent  in  enforcing  obedience  thereto. 
Yesterday  a  number  of  Colonel  Irvine's  Regiment  were 
found  in  different  places  firing  their  pieces,  and  wasting 
their  ammunition,  under  pretence  of  not  knowing  they  were 
acting  contrary  to  Orders. 

The  Articles  of  War  are  to  be  read  at  least  once  a  week, 
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to  every  Company  in  the  Army,  that  neither  Men  nor  Offi- 
cers may  plead  ii;norance  against  any  of  the  Rules  and  Re- 
gulations therein  contained. 

Colonel  fViiids's  and  Colonel  Dayton^s  Regiments  to  be 
mustered  on  Tuesday  morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  upon  the 
Common,  where  the  Conmiissary -General  of  Musters  will 
attend.  The  Muster-Roils  of  those  Regiments  to  be  pre- 
pared immediately. 

Head-Quarters,  New-York,  April  29,  1776. 
(Parole,  Dumiini;.)  (Countersign,  Glynn.) 

The  Army  to  be  ready  to  encamp  upon  the  ground 
marked  out  by  tlie  Quartermaster-General,  on  Wednesday 
morning,  at  eight  o'clock.  Colonel  MiJJlin  will,  upon  the 
application  of  commanding  officers  of  Regiments  and  Corps, 
supply  the  necessary  tents  and  camp-equipage,  straw,  and 
fire-wood.  The  troops  are  to  be  brigaded  and  encamped 
in  the  following  order :  Tlie  first  Brigade  on  the  right,  the 
second  upon  the  left,  and  the  fourth  in  the  centre ;  the 
Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  rear  of  the  Park  of  Artillery, 
which  is  to  be  formed  upon  the  ground  assigned  for  that 
purpose.     The  Regiments  are  to  be  brigaded  as  follows,  viz: 

First  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Heath  :  Learned' s,  Bailey's,  Frescott's,  Reed's,  and  Bald- 
vnn's. 

Second  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Spencer:  Parsons' s,  WyUys's,  Huntington's,  Arnold's, 
and  Ward's. 

Third  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Greene :  Hand's,  Hitchcock's,  Vamum's,  and  Little's. 

Fourth  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  the  Earl 
of  Stirling :  Webb's,  I^ivon's,  McDougalTs,  and  Ritzema's. 

The  Third  Brigade,  under  Brigadier-General  Greene,  to 
encamp  upon  the  ground  marked  out  upon  Long-Island. 
The  Companies  of  Virgijiia  and  Maryland  Riflemen  to  be 
included  in  Lord  Stirling's  Brigade. 

As  Captain  Van  Dyck,  commanding  the  Grenadier  Com- 
pany of  the  City  of  New-York,  has,  by  letter,  acquainted 
Lord  Stirling  that  the  Circular  Battery,  to  the  northwest 
of  this  city,  is  now  complete,  and  the  General  being  informed 
that  the  said  Grenadier  Company  did,  on  the  fii-st  alarm  of 
danger  from  the  enemy,  voluntarily  undertake  to  erect  the 
said  battery,  and  have  themselves,  in  a  most  masterly  and 
neat  manner,  finished   the  same,  the  General,  justly  ad- 


miring such  an  example  of  spirit  and  perseverance,  and 
liighly  esteeming  a  body  of  men  possessed  of  the  noblest 
virtues  of  good  citizens,  desires  his  thanks  to  be  thus  publick- 
ly  given  to  the  Company  of  Grenadiers,  for  this  instance  of 
their  ready  compliance  with  his  wishes. 

The  officers  and  men  of  Colonel  Winds' s  Regiment  to  be 
dismissed  from  the  Laboratory,  and  prepare  for  embarcation. 

The  Regiment  of  Artillery  are  immediately  to  furnish  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  for  that  duty. 

Colonel  Prescott's  Regiment  are  to  remain  in  their  present 
encampment  until  further  orders. 

Colonel  WyUys's  Regiment  are  to  occupy  the  Barracks  at 
present  possessed  by  Colonel  McDougaU's  Regiment. 

The  Quartermaster-General,  with  the  Field  Officers  of 
the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  are,  with  proper  assistants,  to 
assemble  at  sunrise  to-monow  morning,  at  Bayard's  HiU,  to 
mark  out  the  ground  for  the  Artillery  Park,  and  for  the  en- 
campment of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery. 


(Parole,  Sawhrid^e.) 


Head-Quarterg,  New-York,  April  30,  1776. 

(CounterHign,  Oliver.) 


All  Officers,  Non-Commissioned  Officers,  and  Soldiers,  be- 
longing to  any  of  the  Regiments  now  in  or  going  to  Canada, 
to  parade  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  in  the  street 
opposite  to  General  Sullivan's  Quarters,  near  the  Bowling 
Green,  to  receive  his  orders. 

All  Officers,  Non-Commissioned  Officers,  and  Soldiers, 
are  strictly  commanded,  upon  no  pretence  whatever,  to 
carry  anything  out  of  their  Barracks,  or  the  houses  they  at 
present  occupy,  that  belongs  to  such  Barracks  or  houses ; 
neither  are  they  to  injure  the  buildings  within  or  without. 
All  damages  wantonly  done  to  the  houses  where  the  troops 
are  quartered,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  troops  quartered  in  them. 
The  Commanding-Officers  of  Companies  to  deliver  to  Co- 
lonel Brewer,  Barrackmaster,  a  list  of  the  names  of  those 
quartered  in  each  house,  his  own  name  at  the  head  of  the 
list,  and  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs.  Immediately 
upon  the  troops  encamping,  the  Quartermaster-General  and 
Barrackmaster  to  examine  the  condition  the  houses  are  left 
in,  and  secure  them  in  the  best  manner,  and  make  their  re- 
port to  the  General. 

General  Greene's  Brigade  to  encamp  to-morrow  morning, 
at  ten  o'clock,  upon  the  ground  marked  out  upon  Long- 
Island. 


General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies,  commanded  by  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq., 
General  and  Commander-in- Chief ;   Head- (Quarters  at  New- York,  Ajjril  2S,  1776. 


REGIMENTS. 


Colonel  Hand's 

Colonel  Keed's 

Colonel  Learned's 

Colonel  Nixon's 

Colonel  Stark'.'! 

Colonel  PtescoU's 

Colonel  Varnum's 

Four  Companies  of  Colonel  Parsons's. 

Colonel  Hitchcock's 

Colonel  Little's 

Colonel  Reed's 

Six  Companies  of  Col.  Huntington's 

Colonel  Webb's 

Five  Companies  of  Colonel  Arnold's. 

Colonel  Ward's 

Colonel  WyUys's 

Colonel  Bailey's 

Colonel  Baldwin's 

Three  Companies  of  Col.  Wayne's. 

Colonel  Winds's 

Colonel  McDougaU's 

Five  Companies  of  Colonel  Ritzema's. 

Colonel  Dayton's 

Four  Companies  of  Colonel  Irvine's 


Total.. 
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88 
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20 
80 
34 
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19 

52 
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2 
30 
25 
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10 


17 
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460 
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438 
443 
433 
386 
151 
367 
497 
546 
375 
550 
260 
491 
531 
551 
502 
234 
507 
277 
236 
600 
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297  8,101  602  6:{2  848  52  10,235  14  19  2,829  46  2  19  48 


180 
84 
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19 
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143 

94 

90 
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89 
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84 
40 


Since  last 
Return. 


33 


Qp 


HoKATio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
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REGIMENTS. 

OFFICERS  PREi^ENT. 
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Colonel  D.ivion's 
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Colonel  Wiinls's 
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COLONEL    NICOLL   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fort  Constitution,  April  30, 1776. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency:  Enclosed  you  have 
a  return  of  ihe  state  of  the  fortifications  under  my  command  ; 
by  wliich  you  will  readily  see  that  the  men  in  general  are 
very  deficient  in  arms,  and  more  especially  the  standing 
companies.  I  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  have  them 
armed  as  soon  as  possible,  as  there  are  many  disaffected 
persons  in  the  adjacent  Counties  of  Westchester  and  Dutchess, 
who,  in  case  of  an  attack  at  Neio-  York,  (if  diey  knew  our 
weakness,)  might  attempt  to  take  the  gaiiisons  by  surprise. 
I  have  been  informed  that  one  Captain  Menos,  a  half-pay 
officer  from  Dutchess  County,  has  gone  off,  about  the  20th  in- 
stant, with  forty  men,  supposed  to  join  the  Ministerial  Army. 
There  is  no  annnunition  at  Fort  Montgomery  for  small 
arms,  but  one  quarter-cask  of  powder,  and  forty-eight 
pounds  of  musket  balls,  which  I  got  of  the  Commissioners ; 
and  they  produced  instructions  from  Congress  not  to  let  any 
of  the  powder  be  made  use  of  without  their  further  order; 
but  as  there  was  a  necessity  for  it,  I  prevailed  with  them  to 
let  it  go.  I  have  given  orders  to  Lieutenant  Stephens  (of 
tlie  artillery)  to  have  it  made  up  into  cartridges  for  the  use 
of  that  garrison.  Gun-flints  we  are  destitute  of.  No  phy- 
sician has  been  ordered  here  yet,  and  a  number  of  the  men 
in  garrison  are  sick  and  lame,  and  cannot  have  proper 
means  used  for  their  recovery. 

The  time  for  which  one  of  the  Minute-Companies,  now 
at  this  fortress,  is  inlisted,  will  expire  in  about  fifteen  days. 
If  your  Excellency  thinks  it  proper  more  should  be  called 
in,  I  should  be  glad  of  an  order  for  that  purpose  as  soon  as 
possible.  In  the  mean  time  you  may  rest  assured,  sir,  that 
nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to  secure  the  different 
posts  under  my  command ;  and  for  that  purpose  the  work 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  utmost  of  my  power. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Isaac  Nicoll,  Commanding  Officer. 
To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Army,  at  Head-Quarters, 
New- York. 


Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 

small  redoubt,  should  be  erected  on  the  high  rock,  between 
the  Gravel-Hilh  and  the  other  works  to  the  westward,  in 
order  to  keep  open  the  communication  between  bodi,  and 
cover  the  Gravel-Hill.  A  block-house,  we  judged,  would  be 
expensive ;  so  are  about  a  redoubt  of  four  cannon,  to  be  built 
of  those  large  pieces  of  timber  which  had  been  ordered  by 
Romans,  and  which  we  have  no  other  use  for  at  present,  filled 
in  with  earth.  This  eminence  on  the  rock,  Engineer  Smith, 
and  every  gendeman  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Army  who  have  come  here,  have  always  point- 
ed out  to  us  to  be  fortified.  Four  guns  here,  with  fourteen 
on  the  Gravel-Hill,  will  make  out  the  eighteen  ordered  by 
the  Continental  Congress.  The  necessity  of  having  the 
battery  on  the  Gravel-Hill  as  well  taken  care  of  in  winter 
as  summer,  arises  from  our  being  surrounded  widi  a  number 
of  disaffected  people,  who  might,  in  one  hour,  at  night,  de- 
stoy  it. 

We  are  obliged  to  you  for  the  information  respecting  our 
accounts,  and  flatter  ourselves  diat  the  Committee  of  Safety 
have  that  confidence  in  us,  to  think  that  we  shall  be  ex- 
tremely careful  in  not  putting  the  publick  to  any  unneces- 
sary expense.  We  beg  you  will  get  the  check-book,  with 
die  bag  it  was  in,  and  send  us,  as  we  kept  no  copy  of  it. 
Brewer,  the  carpenter,  Colonel  McDougalVs  negro,  Col- 
rain  Time,  with  others  that  were  and  are  here  employed,  we 
want,  in  order  to  setde  their  accounts. 

From  the  Continental  Congress's  resolves  of  February 
15th,  sent  us  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  we  are  to  erect  a 
work  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  opposite  the  West-Point,  to 
mount  thirty  cannon.  Will  not  a  barrack  be  wanting  there  ? 
As  we  have  many  very  good  six  and  four-pounders  here, 
should  be  glad  to  know  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  if 
we  may  make  carriages  for  them,  as  they  will  be  wanted ; 
doubdess  we  shall  not  get  heavy  cannon  for  all  the  works. 
We  had  forgot  to  mention  that  we  are  satisfied  respecting 
Mr.  McCarty's  account  for  the  boards  by  McKey,  and  beg 
you  will  settle  it  with  him,  or  his  order.  It  is  not  our  fault 
it  was  not  paid  long  ago.  We  wrote  to  him  last  fall  about 
it,  but  never  received  any  answer. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  with  regard,  your  humble  servants, 

William  Bedlow. 


WILLIAM   BEDLOW   TO   JOHN   BERRIEN. 

Fort  Constitution,  April  30,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  24th  and  26th  instant,  have 
received,  willi  the  two  padlocks.  We  note  your  answer 
from  the  Committee  of  Safety  respecting  the  proposed  bar- 
rack near  the  battery  on  Bun's  Hill,  and  readily  obey  that 
and  every  other  direction  from  that  honourable  Board  ;  but 
we  should  be  wanting  in  the  duty  of  our  office  not  to  men- 
tion, that  the  battery  ordered  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, of  eighteen  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  to  be  erected  on 
said  hill,  will  be  the  most  respectable  at  tliis  post.  The  bar- 
racks now  here  will  be  at  too  great  a  distance  for  relief,  in 
case  of  an  attempt  to  surprise  it  by  night.  This  the  Engi- 
neer (who,  we  are  informed,  is  the  chief  in  the  Continental 
service,  and  came  here  \\\{h  Major-General  Thompson,  to 
view  this  post,  in  their  way  to  Canada)  joined  us  in  ;  and, 
also,  thought  it  absolutely  necessary,  that  a  block-house,  or 
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To  John  Berrien,  Esq. 
Hudson's  River. 


Commissioner  of  Fortifications  of 


captain   BELKNAP    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Fort  Montgomery,  April  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  This  morning  my  Lieutenant  arrived  from 
New-York,  by  which  I  am  informed  that  I  am  in  Colonel 
Clinton's  Regiment,  with  which  I  am  well  satisfied.  But  by 
a  list  of  the  airangenients  in  his  regiment,  it  appears  I  am 
the  fifth  Captain  in  rank,  and  Captain  William  Jackson  the 
fourth  ;  therefore  in  rank  before  me.  You  may  remember, 
gendemen,  that  I  waited  on  you  immediately  on  filling  up 
my  company  ;  which  was  the  9th  of  March.  Captain  Jack- 
son had  not  then  waited  on  you,  neither  was  his  company 
filled  at  that  time.  My  company  by  the  10th  of  March  was 
in  actual  service.  You  will  please  to  remember,  at  the 
same  time,  that  I  mentioned  that  in  particular,  and  insisted 
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that  no  one  oiiglit  to  rank  before  me  who  had  not  filled  his 
company,  and  made  report  to  you  before  that  date,  except 
the  companies  of  last  year;  upon  which,  1  had  the  promise 
of  your  honourable  House  that  no  one  should,  and  diat 
50U  were  determined  to  make  that  a  rule.  I  humbly  con- 
ceive that,  in  your  hurry  of  business,  it  has  happened  by 
mistake.  I  therefore  beg  and  insist  that  it  may  be  altered, 
•and  I  placed  in  my  proper  rank ;  which  I  make  not  the 
least  doubt  at  present  will  be  done.  But  should  that  not  be 
the  case,  I  cannot  accept  a  commission  in  rank  behind  Cap- 
tain Jackson  ;  but,  notwithstanding,  will  serve  my  country  in 
the  rank  1  now  stand  placed,  by  virtue  of  my  warrant. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  due  respect,  your  most  humble 
servant,  John  Belknap,  Captain. 

To  the  New-  York  Committee  of  Safety. 

CORNELIUS    STEENROD    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

Cortlandt  Manor,  April  30,  1776. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of 
New-York  : 

Whereas,  I  have  received  a  pennission  to  inlist  a  Com- 
pany for  the  service  of  this  Colony,  and  to  be  ready  with 
my  Company  by  the  1 1  th  of  May  next ;  I  desire  to  know 
whether  I  am  expected  to  march  from  home  that  day,  or  to 
be  at  York  that  day;  and  likewise,  where  my  men  are  to  be 
reviewed,  as  I  want  to  go  by  water  from  Horse  Neck;  and, 
as  some  of  my  men  are  not  well  able  to  fix  with  clothing  so 
soon,  whedier  1  may  come  with  about  fifty  men,  and  leave 
an  officer  to  bring  the  others  afterwards. 

Your  answer  will  much  oblige  your  Honours'  humble  ser- 
vant Cornelius  Steenrod. 
To  the  Honourable  Chairman  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 

New- York,  or  Committee  of  Safety. 


general    ARNOLD   TO    GENERAL    SCHtnTLER. 

Montreal,  April  .30,  1776. 

Dear  General  :  I  have  die  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  of 
the  safe  arrival  of  the  gentlemen  from  Congress,  in  good 
health  and  spirits.  At  a  council  of  war  held  this  morning, 
it  was  agreed  to  fortify  at  Richelieu  and  Jacques  Cartier, 
two  important  posts,  the  last  eleven,  and  the  former  fifteen 
leatfues  above  Quebeck ;  also,  to  set  on  foot  and  build  im- 
mediately four  row-galleys,  or  gondolas,  at  Chambly,  under 
my  direction  ;  and  that  Colonel  Hazen  have  the  overseeing 
the  workmen,  procuring  materials,  &c.;  of  which,  I  make  no 
doubt,  the  Committee  of  Congress  will  advise  you,  as  also 
our  prospects  and  resources  in  this  country,  which  are  veiy 
slender.  I  hope  no  time  will  be  lost  in  hurrying  on  provi- 
sions, &.C. 

On  my  arrival  here,  I  sent  Colonel  Hazen  to  command 
at  St.  John's,  Chambly,  he.  I  have  this  minute  received  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Budl,  acquainting  me  of  his 
being  appointed  to  command  at  those  places,  and  having 
orders  to  build  a  store-house  ;  for  which  purpose,  there  are  no 
materials  to  be  procured  at  present.  1  fancy  you  have  not 
been  apprized  of  the  store-rooms  at  St.  John's  and  Chambly, 
which  are  capable  of  holding  two  thousand  barrels  of  provi- 
sions, and  want  little  repairing. 

We  have  engaged  a  number  oi  French  carpenters  and 
batteaumen,  to  be  employed  at  Chambly,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Hazen,  who  is  so  well  acquainted,  both 
with  the  falls  and  inhabitants  of  the  country,  that  a  more 
useful  man  could  not  be  employed  at  these  posts.  Periiaps 
you  will  think  best  that  Colonel  Bmll  should  remain  at  this 
place,  or  go  down  to  Richelieu,  where  I  apprehend  he  will 
be  of  the  greatest  service ;  his  want  of  the  French  tongue  is 
a  great  hindrance  to  business  here. 

I  should  be  glad  that  the  small  hausers  and  anchors  at 
Ticonderoga  might  be  sent  to  St.  John's  for  the  gondolas, 
and  if  fifty  or  a  hundred  good  seamen  could  be  engaged  out 
of  the  troops  coming  up,  to  man  them,  with  proper  officers 
to  command  them,  it  will  forward  the  matter  much. 

We  have  received  no  material  advice  fromQuebeck  lately; 
our  last  was  the  24th  ultimo,  when  our  batteries  were  play- 
ing on  the  town.     Expect  soon  to  hear  their  effect. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  dear  General,  your  obedient  and 
humble  servant,  Benedict  Arnold. 

To  General  Fhilip  Schuyler. 


CAPTAIN   WHIPPLE    TO    COJtMODORE    HOPKINS. 

Providence,  April  30,  1776. 

Honoured  Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honour  to  serve  under 
you  in  the  last  French  war,  and  I  believe  to  your  satisfac- 
tion ;  and  since  my  arrival  at  Philadelphia,  where  I  was 
appointed  by  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  to  the 
command  of  the  ship  Columbus,  I  have  strictly  obeyed  your 
coirimands,  and  done  all  in  my  power  for  the  honour  of  the 
fleet,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

The  night  we  fell  in  with  the  Glasgow  man-of-war,  two 
of  my  Lieutenants  were  on  board  the  two  prizes  we  had 
taken,  and  fourteen  of  my  best  seamen.     When  we  were 
running  down  on  the  ship,  getting  in  order  to  engage,  and 
quartering  the  men  in  the  places  of  diose  that  were  absent, 
the  Glasgow  suddenly  hauling  to  the  northward,  brought  me 
to  the  southward  of  her,  and  brought  her  direcdy  into  your 
and  Captain  Hopkins's  wake.     I  hauled  up  for  her,  and 
made  all  sail  with  my  three  topgallant  sails.    Captain  Hop- 
kins then  beginning  the  fire,  the  Glasgotv  returning  the  same, 
and  my  being  in  her  wake,  and  as  far  to  the  leeward  as  she, 
it  instandy  deadened  all  the  wind,  which  put  it  entirely  out 
of  my  power  to  get  up  with  her.     I  used  my  utmost  endea- 
vour, but  in  vain.    Before  I  had  got  near  enough  for  a  close 
ent^agement,  the  Glasgow  had  made  all  sail  for  the  harbour 
ofNeuport.     I  continued  chase  under  all  sail  that  I  had, 
except  studding  sails,  and  the  wind  being  before  the  beam, 
she  firing  her  two  sternchasere  into  me,  as  fast  as  possible, 
and  my  keeping  up  a  fire  with  my  bow  guns,  and  now 
and  then  a  broadside,  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  get  near 
enough  to  have  a  close  engagement.      1  continued  this 
chase  till  you  thought  proper  to  hoist  a  signal  for  imy  return 
into  the  fleet.    1  accordingly  obeyed  the  signal ;  and,  on  our 
arrival  at  New-London,  1  found  that  a  report  was  spread, 
(from  the  Alfred  and  Cabot,)  that  1  was  a  coward,  and  many 
other  ill-natured  and  false  aspersions.     If  I  did  not  do  my 
duty,  it  proceeded  not  from  cowardice,  but  from  want  of 
judgment.   The  inhabitants  o( New-London,  and  others,  by 
means  of  those  cruel  aspersions,  look  on  me  with  contempt, 
as  a  man  not  serving  the  country  in  my  station.     The  cir- 
cumstance of  having  a  family  of  children  to  be  upbraided 
with  my  supposed  cowardice,  and  my  own  character  ren- 
dered infamous  through  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies,  is  an 
indignity  1  cannot  bear.    If  I  am  a  coward,  I  have  no  busi- 
ness in  the  service  of  this  Continent.     I  therefore  request 
that  there  may  be  a  Court-Martial  called,  that  I  may  be 
tried  by  my  brother  officers  of  the  fleet,  and  either  acquit- 
ted with  honour,  or  broken  widi  disgrace.     I  ask  no  favour 
of  them.     If  I  should  be  broken,  the  publick  will  then  have 
a  rifht  to  despise  me.    If  I  can  obtain  no  satisfaction  in  this 
way,  I  should  be  under  a  necessity  to  return  you  my  com- 
mission.   I  will  then  thank  the  Congress  for  the  honour  they 
intended  me,  and  cui-se  those  who  first  spread  the  infamous 
report.     I  have  never  yet  mentioned  the  matter  to  any  one. 
If  your  Honour  had  let  me  come  to  Netvport  when  the 
Scarborough  man-of-war  lay  tliere,  as  was  my  request,  I 
might  perhaps  have  convinced  the  world  that  I  am  not  a 
coward ;  but  this  is  now  out  of  my  power. 

I  am,  fcc,  Abr.  Whipple. 

To  Eseck  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Ame- 
rican Fleet. 

P.  S.  Your  Honour  will  observe  that  it  was  in  the  night 
when  we  bore  down  upon  the  Glasgow,  which  rendered  it 
difficult  to  see  when  she  altered  her  course. 


TO    THE    freemen    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Salem,  April  30,  1776. 

My  Brethren  and  Fellow-Countrymen  :  The  general 
voice  of  the  People  now  seems  to  be,  to  break  off  all  com- 
merce with  the  button-makers  of  Great  Britain.  Indeed,  we 
have  not  the  least  need  to  keep  it  up.  Very  good  buttons 
are  manufactured  in  Concord  in  this  Colony ;  and  the  trade 
will  soon  spread  through  all  the  United  Colonies.  The 
"  voice  of  the  People  is  the  voice  of  God  "  always.  If  this 
voice  should  be  unanimous  widi  respect  to  the  prohibition 
of  the  forementioned  commerce,  (dropping  metaphor,)  the 
question  is.  What  must  next  be  done  in  regard  of  our  own 
Colony  ?  As  a  member  of  it,  my  advice  is,  that,  after  the 
approaching  election,  the  Council  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  people  unite  in  one  congregation,  consult, 
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deliate,  and  detemiine  conjunctly,  by  such  majorities  of  votes 
as  they  shall  agree  upon.  To  act  separately  is  aping  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  in  the  British  Constitution,  which  is 
a  relict  of  the  old  feudal  system,  which  was  founded  in  in- 
justice, and  supported  by  lawless  tyranny.  1  appeal  to  com- 
mon sense,  for  which  Americans  are  distinguished,  whether 
the  two  Houses,  acting  separately,  can  enter  into  each  other's 
sentiments  and  views  so  fully  as  in  conjunction  ;  and  whether 
acting  separately  (each  having  a  negative  upon  the  other) 
lias  not  a  direct  tendency  to  breed  ill-will  and  resentment, 
which,  for  humanity's  sake,  let  be  avoided.  Let  there  be  no 
distinction  but  what  wisdom  and  virtue  make.  Instead  of  a 
Governour,  I  would  advise  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
to  choose,  for  the  sake  of  despatch  in  business,  one  or  more 
of  the  wisest  of  their  number  to  act  in  the  Executive  de- 
partment during  the  session,  and  in  the  recess  of  the  As- 
sembly. 

In  your  next  election  of  Representatives,  let  your  eyes, 
my  brethren,  be  upon  the  wise  and  virtuous  of  the  land. 
Perhaps  there  never  was,  nor  ever  will  be,  an  assembly 
which  will  have  more  important  matters  to  debate  and  de- 
termine upon. 

For  God's  sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  mankind,  if  we  make 
any  alterations,  let  us  shun  the  errors  of  our  ancestors  in  the 
reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Queen  Elizabeth.  They  got  rid 
of  one  Pope,  indeed,  but  at  the  same  time  set  up  another. 
Examine  with  candour,  my  brethren,  and  you  will  find  a 
great  deal  of  contemptible,  but  superstitiously-worshipped, 
rubbish,  both  in  Church  and  State,  which  has  been  swept 
down  to  us  from  heathenism  and  popery,  by  the  great  net 
of  time.  It  is  now  high  time  to  examine  the  net,  cull  out 
the  good  fishes,  and  cast  the  bad  away  !  If  we  act  as  Pro- 
vidence now  most  evidently  points  out  we  should  act,  we 
shall  have  the  honour  of  being  "  fellow-workers  with  God ;" 
and  America  will  soon  become  "  the  glory  of  all  lands"  for 
the  equity  of  its  civil  Government,  and  "  the  joy  of  the 
whole  earth"  for  the  purity  and  practice  of  the  Religion  of 

Jesus  Christ.  i„r 

Massachusettensis. 


Proclamation. 

At  the  Court  at  St.  James's,  the  1st  day  of  May,  1776 ; 
Present:  The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereas  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased,  by  his  Royal 
Proclamation,  bearing  date  the  22d  day  of  March  last,  to 
promise  and  declare  that  the  bounties  of  three  pounds  for 
every  Able  Seaman,  and  two  pounds  for  every  Ordinary  Sea- 
man, fit  for  his  Majesty's  service,  should  be  paid  in  the  man- 
ner thereby  directed,  to  every  such  Able  and  Ordinary  Sea- 
man, not  above  the  age  of  fifty  nor  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  who  should,  on  or  before  the  30th  day  o(  April,  then 
following,  enter  themselves  to  serve  in  his  Majesty's  Royal 
Navy,  either  with  the  Captains  or  Lieutenants  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ships,  or  the  chief  officers  on  board  such  tenders  as 
should  be  employed  for  raising  men  for  the  service  of  the 
Royal  Navy;  and  it  being  judged  expedient  for  his  Majes- 
ty's service  that  the  said  bounties  should  be  continued  to  be 
paid  for  some  longer  tune,  his  Majesty,  with  the  advice  of 
his  Pi'ivy  Council,  doth  therefore  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
accordingly  ordered,  that  the  time  limited  for  payment  of 
the  said  bounties  be  prolonged  and  extended  from  the  said 
30th  day  o(  April  to  the  30th  day  of  June  next,  inclusive  ; 
whereof  all  persons  concerned  are  to  take  notice,  and  govern 
themselves  accordintjly.  „  «^ 

=  •'  bTEPHEN   COTTRELL. 


HAMPDEN    AGAINST    INDEPENDENCE. 

Williamsburgh.  Virginia,  May  1,  1776. 

In  my  last,  I  endeavoured  to  show  that  a  constitutional 
Independence,  founded  on  the  ancient  Charters  and  original 
contracts  of  the  Colonies,  and  warranted  by  the  laws  of 
nature,  ought  to  have  been  the  object  of  our  wishes  from 
the  beginning  of  the  dispute.  I  mean  such  an  Indepen- 
dence as  would  have  given  us  a  total  exemption  from  Par- 
liamentary Government,  under  the  allegiance  of  the  Crown 
of  England.  I  will  now  proceed  to  show  why  we  ought 
still  to  have  in  view  this  great  object  of  a  constitutional  In- 
dependence, and  that  the  necessity  of  a  total  separation 
fi-om  Britain  does  not  yet  arise. 

Those  who  cry  out  incessantly  for  an  immediate  subver- 


sion of  our  ancient  political  system,  would  do  well  to  con-- 
sider  the  subject  in  all  its  points  of  view,  and  look  forward' 
into  the  probable  consequences.  They  will  find,  from  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  history  of  mankind,  that  the- 
British  Constitution,  when  conducted  on  its  pure  and  true- 
principle,  is  the  most  perfect  form  of  Government  which 
ever  yet  has  been  invented  by  the  wit  of  man.  Every 
writer  on  politicks  agrees  in  this  point.  All  nations  acknow- 
ledge the  truth  of  the  assertion.  This  beautiful  system  of 
legislation,  which  so  equally  tempere  and  combines  the  dif- 
ferent forms  of  Democracy,  Aristocracy,  and  Monarchy, 
secures  a  sufficient  degree  of  liberty  to  the  People,  while  it 
curbs  the  ambitious  strides  of  their  rulers.  It  is  free  from 
those  numerous  evils  which  arise  out  of  either  of  the  other 
forms,  and  ought  forever  to  be  the  object  of  a  wise  People. 
We  should  remember  that  the  primary  object  of  the  dispute 
was  a  restoration  of  this  Constitution ;  and,  when  reduced 
to  the  dire  necessity  of  taking  up  arms  in  defence  of  our  in- 
vaded rights,  it  is  our  duty  to  avoid  sullying  so  fair  a  cause 
by  an  unjustifiable  subversion  of  the  whole  system,  with  the 
determined  purpose  of  never  sheathing  the  sword  till  we 
have  recovered  our  rights.  We  should  deem  the  re-esta- 
bhshment  of  our  original,  our  constitutional  Independency,  a 
sufficient  fruit  of  our  victory.  Let  us  resolve  in  our  minds 
all  the  benefits  which  we  have  derived  from  our  original 
country.  She  hath  ever  been  to  us  an  outwork  of  defence 
against  the  ambitious  and  potent  Nations  of  Europe.  She 
hath  served  as  a  guide  and  a  governour,  to  prevent  and  to 
heal  those  civil  dissensions  which  mutual  jealousy  and  emu- 
lation are  too  apt  to  excite  in  Colonies  growing  up  in  each 
others  neighbourhood.  To  the  influence  of  her  excellent 
Constitution  we  are  indebted  for  tliat  peace  and  prosperity 
which  we  have  formerly  enjoyed ;  and  while  we  continue 
to  live  in  the  full  possession  of  our  rights,  under  the  gentle 
i-ule  of  the  Crown  o{  England,  we  must  go  on  progressively 
in  that  boundless  career,  of  which  there  is  no  other  instance 
in  history,  until  the  seat  of  Empire  shall  be  transferred  from 
Britain  to  America. 

Such  is  the  prospect  on  one  side.  Let  us  now  see  what 
the  opposite  view  will  present  us.  A  publick  declaration 
of  absolute  Independence  will  exclude  us  forever  from  terms 
with  Great  Britain,  and  either  create  us  a  perpetual  enemy, 
who  will  have  it  in  her  power  to  check  our  prosperity,  or  re- 
duce us  to  the  most  abject  state  of  slavery.  The  events  of 
war  are  uncertain  ;  and  however  much  we  may  be  elated 
with  our  present  successes,  every  wise  politician  will  keep 
within  his  own  grasp  the  means  of  promoting  a  continuance 
of  success,  or  of  securing  the  best  terms  on  a  reverse  of 
fortune.  The  People  of  England  have  manifested  an  early 
inclination  to  do  us  justice,  while  we  contend  for  our  consti- 
tutional liberties,  and  the  Ministry  have  found  it  difficult  to 
recruit  their  armies ;  but  the  moment  a  Declaration  of  In- 
dependency comes  out,  every  man  in  England  will  become 
our  enemy.  Numbers  in  America,  too,  who  have  been  fore- 
most in  their  opposition  to  unconstitutional  oppressions,  will 
conscientiously  stand  forth  against  the  idea  of  innovation. 
Already  the  evil  has  begun.  Pennsyhania  and  the  Jerseys 
have  declared  for  a  constitutional  connection  ;  the  two  Ca- 
rolinas  for  a  total  separation.  What  the  event  will  be,  let 
those  reflect  that  have  thrown  the  deadly  cause  of  disunion 
among  us.  Why  say  anything  about  it  ?  If  we  are  victo- 
rious, we  shall  have  it  in  our  power  to  command  our  own 
terms  :  but  if  the  battle  goes  against  us,  what  terms  can  we 
then  expect,  or  where  can  the  evil  end  ? 

I  will  venture  to  go  further.  Were  we  tliis  moment  tri- 
umphant in  all  the  success  of  victory,  I  should  still  think  it 
for  the  interest  and  happiness  oi  America  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits and  advantage  of  a  free  trade,  and  a  constitutional  In- 
dependence, under  the  allegiance  of  the  British  Crown.  A 
system  of  absolute  Independence  would  burst  asunder  the 
bands  of  religion,  of  oaths,  of  laws,  of  language,  of  blood, 
of  interest,  of  commerce,  of  all  those  habitudes,  in  fine, 
which  hold  us  united  among  ourselves,  under  the  influence 
of  the  common  parent.  Who  sees  not  that  such  a  rending 
to  pieces  must  reach  the  entrails,  tlie  heart,  the  very  life  of 
the  Colonies  ?  Should  they  have  the  good  fortune  to  escape 
the  fatal  extremity  of  civil  wars,  will  it  be  an  easy  matter 
for  them  to  agree  on  a  new  form  of  Government  ?  Is  it  pro- 
bable that  they  will  establish  a  form  on  the  same  salutary 
principles  as  the  old  one ;  or  is  it  practicable  ?  If  they 
should  incline  to  do  so,  who  among  us  has  pretensions  to 
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the  Throne  ?  But  if,  as  is  most  probable,  Democracies  or 
Aristocracies  siiould  be  tlie  modes,  who  does  not  feel  him- 
self a  considerable  loser  by  the  change  ?  Was  every  Co- 
dony  to  become  a  distinct  and  separate  State,  what  endless 
<livisions  among  them !  Should  such  a  number  of  little 
'Commonwealths  (where  the  diversity  of  laws,  the  inequality 
■of  riclies,  the  variety  of  jmssessions,  must  sow  in  secret  the 
seeds  of  o])position  in  interests)  be  disposed  to  form  a  con- 
federated union,  how  adjust  the  rank  which  each  should  hold 
in  it,  and  the  influence  which  each  should  possess,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  respective  risks  and  importance?  Jealousy, 
and  a  hundred  other  passions,  which  so  early  divided  the 
States  of  Greece,  would  spread  discord  through  a  multitude 
of  Colonies,  rather  associated  by  resentment  and  indigna- 
tion against  Britain,  (whicii  are  but  transitory  and  galling 
ties,)  than  by  the  sober  and  well-weighed  principles  of  a 
natural  and  permanent  union.  Their  confederacy  will  con- 
tinue no  longer  than  the  necessity  of  opposing  the  common 
enemy.  When  that  necessity  ceases,  the  turbulent  spirit  of 
conquest  will  break  loose,  tlie  strong  will  overrun  the  weak, 
and  they  will  mourn  for  the  peaceful  influence  of  the  parent 
country.  All  these  considerations  seem  to  evince  that  an 
eternal  divorce  from  Britain  would  be  a  great  and  grievous 
misfortune  to  these  Colonies. 

But,  say  the  friends  of  innovation,  it  is  both  unnatural 
and  inconvenient  for  the  Sovereign  of  America  to  reside  at 
three  thousand  miles  distance.  This  I  look  upon  to  be  one 
of  our  greatest  blessings.  A  King  at  a  distance  can  never 
have  that  personal  influence  which  we  find  to  be  the  cause 
of  every  subversion  of  the  rights  of  the  People ;  and  al- 
though some  inconveniences  may  arise  from  his  distant  situa- 
tion, the  good  by  far  overbalances  the  evil. 

Others  have  asked.  How  can  we  Again  be  reconciled  to  a 
People  who  hath  declared  us  Rebels,  or  acknowledge  alle- 
giance to  a  King  who  has  violated  the  rights  of  the  subject, 
and  broke  through  the  barriers  of  the  Constitution  ?  I  answer, 
that  I  care  but  little  for  their  declarations  ;  for  as  long  as  we 
have  the  power  of  retaliation  in  our  hands,  they  will  not 
dare  to  treat  us  as  Rebels ;  and  although  I  detest  the  prin- 
ciples of  George  III.,  and  shall  think  it  my  duty,  at  all 
times,  to  oppose  his  unjust  encroachments,  yet  I  mean  to 
preserve  the  Constitution,  by  restraining  the  King.  All  men 
are  intoxicated  with  power ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  People 
to  watch  over  those  who  must  of  necessity  be  invested  with 
supreme  command.  The  same  caution  holds  good  in  Mo- 
narchies, Aristocracies,  and  Republicks. 

But,  I  am  told,  your  scheme  is  merely  visionary ;  the 
People  of  England  will  never  agree  to  such  a  reconciliation 
as  renders  the  Crown  independent  of  Parliament.  Let  us 
beat  them  into  compliance.  They  will  be  glad  to  receive 
us  on  those  terms,  rather  than  lose  us  altogether.  And 
while  we  acknowledge  allegiance  to  the  Crown  oi  Eng- 
land, let  us  assert  our  natural,  our  constitutional  rights  to  a 
free  Government,  and  oppose  an  invincible  resistance  to 
every  shadow  of  Parliamentary  resistance  over  these  Co- 
lonies. 

With  much  more  show  of  reason,  it  is  alleged  that  neces- 
sity and  our  common  safety  call  out  aloud  upon  us  to  sepa- 
rate forever.  The  advocates  of  this  doctrine  tell  us,  that  as 
long  as  we  continue  under  the  allegiance  of  the  Crown  of 
England,  the  Nations  o(  Eurojje  will  not  lend  us  any  assist- 
ance. And  have  we,  then,  so  bad  an  opinion  of  our  own 
strength  as,  in  despair,  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  foreigners  ? 
No,  say  they  ;  but  surely  an  alliance  with  foreigners  will  be 
an  advantage  to  us,  by  enabling  them  to  supply  us  with  the 
necessaries  for  carrying  on  the  war ;  that  on  a  declaration 
of  Independence,  and  not  before,  our  seas  and  rivers  will  be 
crowded  with  French  and  Spaniards ;  a  ready  market  will 
be  had  for  our  produce ;  and  gold  and  silver  will  pour  in 
apace.  Alas !  I  fear  it  will  prove  but  a  golden  dream,  out 
of  which  we  shall  awake  restless,  dissatisfied,  and  in  de- 
spair. The  very  reverse  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  pro- 
bable. While  Britain  remains  mistress  of  the  seas,  and 
blocks  up  every  inlet  into  our  country,  how  are  the  French 
and  Spaniards  to  get  in  amongst  us  ?  Have  we  not  seen 
her  an  overmatch  for  France  and  Spain  united  ?  And 
while  she  continues  in  alliance  with  Russia  and  Holland,  is 
it  not  probable  that  she  will  beat  the  rest  of  the  united  world 
on  that  element  ?  But  I  will  suppose  France  and  Spain  able 
to  lend  effectual  assistance ;  yet  I  affirm  that  it  is  neither 
.tl)eir  interest  to  give  it,  nor  our  interest  to  accept  of  it,  with 


a  view  to  absolute  Independency.  Cut  the  knot  which  ties 
Old  England  to  the  New,  and  soon  would  the  Northern  Co- 
lonies, alone,  possess  more  force  than  they  now  have  united 
with  Britain.  This  vast  Continent,  let  loose  from  every 
connection  in  Europe,  would  enjoy  the  liberty,  the  com- 
mand of  all  her  own  movements.  It  would  then  become 
a  measure  of  equal  importance  and  Aicilily  for  her  to  seize 
those  lands  whose  treasures  might  supply  what  the  medi- 
ocrity of  her  own  productions  denies  her.  Her  independent 
position  would  enable  her  to  complete  the  preparations  for 
invasion,  bolbre  the  rumour  of  them  would  reach  the  Euro- 
pean climates.  She  might  choose  her  enemy,  the  field,  and 
the  moment  of  her  victories.  Her  thunder  would  always 
discharge  itself  on  coasts  where  it  was  least  expected,  on 
seas  but  feebly  guarded  by  distant  States.  Those  countries, 
for  the  defence  of  which  forces  were  sent  over,  would  be 
conquered  before  they  could  be  succoured.  They  could 
neither  be  recovered  by  treaty,  without  great  sacrifices,  nor 
prevented  from  again  falling  under  that  yoke  from  w  hich  an 
enfeebled  hand  had  delivei-ed  them.  The  Colonies  of  these 
States  would  hasten  to  acknowledge  a  master  who  would 
offer  them  no  conditions  so  vexatious  as  that  of  their  own 
Government ;  or  else,  animated  by  the  example  of  the  Eng- 
lish Provinces,  they  would  break  the  chain  which  fastens 
them  so  shamefully  to  Europe. 

Sound  policy,  then,  will  prevent  the  rival  Nations  of  JEn^- 
land  from  precipitating,  by  their  secret  Councils,  by  clan- 
destine succours,  or  by  open  assistance,  the  total  Indepen- 
dence oi  America,  which  can  only  deliver  them  from  a 
neighbouring  rival,  by  giving  them  a  conquerer  at  a  dis- 
tance. I  will  go  further,  and  assert,  however  paradoxical 
it  may  appear,  that  although  the  other  Nations  of  Europe 
will  not  assist  in  bringing  about  a  total  separation,  it  will  be 
their  true  interest  to  join  the  Americans  in  that  constitutional 
Independence  which  gives  them  a  free  trade  under  the  alle- 
giance of  the  Crown  oi  England . 

England,  it  is  true,  derives  the  influence  she  is  mistress 
of,  especially  in  the  New  World,  from  the  extent  and  popu- 
lation of  her  Northern  Colonies.  It  is  they  who  put  it  in 
her  power  to  attack  at  all  times,  with  advantage,  the  isles 
and  the  continent  of  other  nations,  to  conquer  their  lands 
and  to  ruin  their  commeixie.  But  let  it  be  considered  that 
this  Crown  hath,  in  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  interests 
which  may  run  counter  to  her  progress  in  America,  which 
may  hamper  or  retard  her  enterprises  there,  and  which  may 
annihilate  her  conquests  by  the  necessity  of  restitutions. 

FratKe  and  Spain  have  nothing  more  to  gain  from  a  total 
separation  of  the  Colonies,  but  what  they  will  receive  from 
their  independent  trade  under  the  Crown  o( England.  They 
have  a  great  deal  more  to  lose.  This  reasoning,  it  is  said, 
may  hold  good  with  respect  to  Spain,  but  the  French  Ter- 
ritories in  America  are  so  insignificant  that  an  extensive  com- 
merce with  the  Continent,  and  the  prospect  of  a  powerful 
fleet,  will  vastly  overbalance  the  other  considerations.  And 
can  we  be  serious  in  our  wishes  to  aggrandize  the  power  of 
Frame — that  nation  who  lately  aspired  at  universal  em- 
pire, and  only  wanted  a  fleet  to  cany  her  scheme  into  exe- 
cution ?  Shall  we  be  such  short-sighted  politicians  as  to 
furnish  her  with  that  fleet  ?  Soon  would  she  give  laws  to 
the  whole  American  Continent.  Or,  suppose  the  }X)wer  of 
Frame  should  be  only  an  equal  match  for  Britain,  what 
shall  we  gain  by  the  conflict  ?  A  diversion  of  the  British 
forces,  perhaps,  in  our  favour.  But  is  it  not  more  probable 
that  the  contending  Powers,  being  wearied  w  ith  their  mutual 
losses,  would  join  to  divide  the  Colonies  between  them  ? 

Thus,  every  great  and  powerful  motive  combines  to  mark 

the  line  oi  American  politicks — the  rights  of  a  free  trade, 

under  the  Crown  of  England,  and  the  power  of  granting 

supplies  as  the  free  gift  of  the  People,  until,  in  the  fulness 

of  time,  the  seat  of  Empire  shall  be  transferred  from  Britain 

10  America.  ■,, 

Hampden. 


N0RTHA3IPT0N   COUNTY    (virGINIa)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee,  Norlhainpton  County,  Virginia,  5 
May  1,  1776.      S 

Captain  Duncan  Hill,  Commander  of  the  Schooner  lately 
loaded  with  Flour,  formerly  commanded  by  Captain  Kell, 
laid  his  Instructions  from  the  honourable  the  Council  of 
Safety  o{ Maryland  before  the  Committee,  and  desired  their 
advice  therein.     The  Committee  accordingly  took  his  case 
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under  consideration,  and  are  of  opinion  that,  agreeable  to  bis 
Instructions,  he  may  make  a  trial  to  i(et  out  of  the  Capes  ; 
the  Committee  being  of  opinion  tliere  is  a  possibility  (though 
very  little  probability)  of  his  escaping  the  Tenders. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

Drury  Stitii,  C.  Committee. 


Northampton  County,  Virginia, '} 
March  20,  1776.      S 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Jus- 
tices of  said  County,  Thomas  Kelt,  Master  of  the  schooner 
Dolphin,  of  and  from  Baltimore,  Robert  Bailey  Mate,  and 
William  Cunningham  Seaman,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangely  of  Almighty  God,  tiiat  on  the  12th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1776,  they  sailed  from  Baltimore,  bound  for  the  Is- 
land oi  Martinico,  and  on  the  26di  ultimo,  being  between 
the  Horse-Shoe  and  Cajjc  Henry,  were  chased  by  two  of  the 
King's  row-boats  and  one  tender,  which  caused  them  to 
bear  away  and  njn  into  Cherrystone,  for  the  safety  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo,  and  there  waited  for  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity to  run  to  sea ;  and  further,  these  deponents  declare 
that,  on  the  4th  of  March,  a  sloop  tender  attempted  to  come 
into  said  harbour  in  order  to  take  them  out,  but  was  prevent- 
ed by  running  aground  ;  and  further  declare  that,  on  the  18th 
instant,  a  sloop  tender  came  in  and  took  possession  of  said 
schooner  Dolphin,  hove  up  her  anchor,  and  made  sail,  in 
order  to  run  her  out,  and  at  the  extreme  of  the  harbour  they 
run  aground ;  after  which  said  tender  plundered  and  took 
from  said  Dolphin,  salt  and  fresh  provisions,  together  with 
cordage,  cabin  furniture.  Sic;  and  on  the  19lh  the  said 
tender  made  another  attempt  to  carry  out  the  schooner 
Dolphin,  but  was  repulsed  and  prevented  by  two  Compa- 
nies of  Minute-men,  one  Company  of  Regulars,  and  seve- 
ral of  the  Militia ;  and  finding  that  said  schooner  Dolphin 
could  not  get  out  with  safety,  and  consulting  the  Committee 
in  the  County  of  Northampton,  their  advice  was,  to  land 
the  said  cargo,  and  then  for  the  said  Captain  to  proceed 
up  to  the  owners  for  further  orders  from  Council  of  Safety. 
And  the  deponents  protest  against  the  said  tenders  and 
row-boats  for  their  detention,  damages,  &.C.,  which  they 
and  their  owners  have  or  may  sustain  from  the  said  tenders 
and  row-boats. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  date  above. 

Henry  Gut. 


CAPTAIN    SMITH    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore  Town,  May  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Campbell  by  this  conveyance  resigns 
his  commission  of  First  Lieutenant  in  my  company,  in  order 
to  be  of  more  essential  service  to  his  country,  by  distressing 
the  trade  of  our  enemies  in  a  privateer,  fitted  out  by  a  gen- 
tleman of  this  town. 

If  it  does  not  interfere  too  much  with  a  plan  you  may 
have  laid  down  for  promotions  in  the  Regular  service,  I 
shall  be  exceedingly  happy  to  have  my  Second  Lieutenant 
appointed  to  the  vacancy.  He  is  very  capable,  and  more 
acquainted  with  the  men  and  their  dispositions,  and  of 
consequence  can  be  of  more  use  in  the  company,  than  a 
stranger. 

Should  you  have  determined  to  raise  the  officers  accord- 
ing to  their  seniority,  I  doubt  not  you  have  heard  of  Mr. 
Kiefs  character,  (who  is  eldest  Second  Lieutenant,)  and  I 
rest  satisfied  you  will  not  promote  any  person  who  is  not 
equal  to  it.  Should  you  not  have  protnised  the  Ensigncy 
that  will  be  vacant,  I  shall  be  happy  to  have  my  brother 
James  in  the  service.  He  has  been  in  the  Independent  Com- 
pany of  this  town  ever  since  its  formation,  and  understands 
tlie  duty  as  well  as  most  young  officers. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Smith. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


and  think  we  have  succeeded.  You  will  receive  enclosed 
the  commission  with  which  I  am  honoured  ;  retaining  the 
utmost  gratitude  and  respect  for  tlie  publick  from  w  hoin  I 
had  it.  I  hope  to  have  the  testimony  of  my  brother  offi- 
cers, that  I  served  with  vigilance  and  attention  since  my 
appointment,  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  no  considera- 
tion would  induce  me  to  leave  the  service,  but  the  lio])es  of 
being  more  useful  in  anotiier  department.  I  entered  into 
the  service  a  volunteer,  and  now  quit  it  with  regret.  I  looked 
on  the  commission  I  held  as  a  testimony  of  the  publick  con- 
fifience  and  esteem,  and  shall  endeavour  in  my  new  capa- 
city to  merit  the  attention  that  was  paid  me. 

I  shall  go  to  Philadelphia  to-monow,  to  purchase  such 
necessaries  as  cannot  be  got  here,  and  make  application  for 
a  commission  for  the  vessel.  Could  I  obtain  a  few  lines 
from  your  honourable  Council,  signifying  that  I  was  in  the 
land  service  of  this  Province,  it  would  no  doubt  facilitate 
my  business,  and  be  of  service  to  me.  We  are  much  dis- 
tressed for  canvass  ;  I  know  of  none,  private  property,  to  be 
had.  Could  your  honourable  Council  spare  us  any,  would 
forward  our  enterprise,  and  enable  us  to  fit  out  with  more 
expedition  than  will  be  otherwise  in  our  power. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Campbell. 
To  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esq. 


COLONEL   ware    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  I,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  just  been  infonned  by  Dr.  Weisen- 
thall,  that  the  small-pox  prevails  in  several  parts  of  this 
town,  which  renders  a  fear  that  other  officers,  myself,  and 
several  soldiers,  are  in  danger  of  taking  the  infection,  as  our 
duty  requires  our  passing  frequently  by  houses  where  it  is. 
The  Doctor  has  advised  me  to  be  inoculated  immediately, 
as  a  person  of  my  age  must  be  in  great  danger  who  takes 
it  in  the  natural  way.  I  have  therefore  thought  it  my  duty 
to  state  the  matter  to  you,  and  wait  your  instructions  there- 
on ;  and  hope  if  you  should  disapprove  of  inoculation,  that 
you  will  contrive  some  metliod  of  getting  the  troops  en- 
camped without  the  town.  Whetstone  Point  would  be  the 
most  proper  station,  could  we  be  provided  with  tents  and 
other  camp  utensils ;  but  neither  of  the  officers  has  a  tent, 
nor  do  I  think  it  in  tlieir  power  to  furnish  them,  as  proper 
cloth  is  not  to  be  had. 

I  am,  gendemen,  with  due  respect,  your  very  humble  ser- 

^"^'  Francis  Ware. 

To  the  Maryland  Council  of  Safety. 


MARYLAND  COUNCUi  OF  SAFETY  TO  WILLIAM  LUX. 

[No.  136.]  Annapolis,  May  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  Council  of  Safety,  upon  consideration,  some 
days  ago,  of  the  impracticability  of  square-rigged  vessels 
escaping  the  enemy  in  their  way  to  their  several  ports  of 
destination,  did  conceive  that  small  sharp-rigged  vessels 
would  more  probably  meet  with  success.  We  have  there- 
fore thought  it  most  advisable  to  send  the  cargo  of  the  brig 
Fortune  to  the  West-Indies  in  such  vessels,  and  for  that 
purpose  have  written  to  pereons  who,  we  are  informed,  can 
furnish  us  with  them.  In  the  mean  time  we  would  direct 
that  the  cargo  of  the  brig  should  not  be  unloaded,  but  kept 
on  board  until  you  have  further  instructions  from  us.  Cap- 
tain Vanhibber  cannot  be  much  if  any  in  advance,  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Hannah,  and  tlie  bill  he  has  drawn. 

We  are,  he. 
To  Mr.  IVilliam  Lux. 


JAMES  CAMPBELL  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  Several  gentlemen  here  are  desirous  to  send  me  out 
in  a  privateer  from  this  place  ;  my  own  inclination  also  leads 
me  to  go,  having  been  accustotned  to  the  sea  service.  We 
have  taken  great  pains  to  get  a  vessel  fit  for  the  purpose, 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    HUGH    YOUNG. 
[No.  137.1  Annapolis,  May  I,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  send  you  enclosed  a  letter  to  the  Committee  of 
Baltimore  County,  and  request  you  would  present  it  to  them, 
and  then  get  the  schooner  iVme/y- Two  ready  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  let  the  Captain  call  on  us  for  instructions. 

We  are,  Stc. 
To  Mr.  Hugh  Young. 

P.  S.  We  have  not  yet  received  the  letter  from  Captain 
Beath. 
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ELBRIDGE    GERKY   TO   JAMES    WARREN. 

Philadelphia,  May  1,  1776. 

My  dear  Sir  :  I  am  exceedingly  desirous  tiiat  measures 
of  defence  should  be  fii-st  attended  to,  and  have  place  of 
every  other  undertaking,  and  shall  be  most  hapi)y  to  hear 
that  the  Capital  and  its  valuable  harbour  is  well  fortified, 
and  something  done  for  the  other  sea-ports;  that  your 
pow  der-mills  are  at  work ;  that  manufactures  of  lead  and 
sulphur  are  attended  to,  and  preparation  made  for  casting 
cannon ;  that  the  Committees  of  Correspondence  through- 
out the  Colony  are  ordered  to  make  returns  of  the  manu- 
factures of  fire-arms,  em])loyed  or  unemployed,  and  that 
measures  are  taken  to  erect  publick  works ;  that  the  esta- 
blished forces,  whether  Continental  or  Colonial,  are  well 
armed,  equipped,  and  ready  for  action.  When  this  is  done, 
(and  I  think  with  a  little  assiduity  it  may  be  accomplished.) 
the  Colony  will  be  in  a  situation  to  receive  the  enemy ;  and 
they  being  informed  thereof,  as  they  generally  are  of  our 
weakness  or  strength,  will  carefully  avoid  another  visit. 

I  think  it  may  be  demonstrated  that  the  Eastern  District 
alone  is  able,  of  itself,  to  declare  Independency.  The  Co- 
lony of  South- Carolina  has  behaved  nobly  in  taking  up 
Government,  choosing  a  Governour,  &.c. ;  and  the  Conven- 
tion of  iVor^A- CaroZino  have  unanimously  voted  to  follow 
their  example.  Virginia  is  always  to  be  depended  upon ; 
and  so  fine  a  spirit  prevails  among  them  that,  unless  you 
send  some  of  your  cool  patriots  among  them,  they  may  be 
for  declaring.  Independency  before  Congress  is  ready. 

I  am  glad  you  approve  the  proposal  for  instructions,  and 
can  with  pleasure  inform  you  that  IS  or  th- Carolina  has  taken 
off  frQin  her  Delegates  the  restriction  relative  to  this  mat- 
ter, and,  as  I  am  informed,  has  left  them  at  liberty  to  vote 
for  a  final  separation  from  Great  Britain. 

Your  friend  as  ever,  E.  Gerhy. 

To  Mr.  James  Warren. 


captain    SIMON  S    PETITION    TO    CONTINENTAL    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  3,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr. 
J.  Adams.] 

To  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress  now  sitting,  the 
humble  Petition  of  Peter  Simon  and  Israel  Ambrose 
showeth : 

That  on  the  lOth  of  January  last  they  sailed  from  the 
Island  of  Saltatuda  on  board  of  the  sloop  Sally,  loaded 
with  salt,  molasses,  rum,  paper,  wine,  &,c.,  bound  for 
^orth- Carolina;  on  the  14th  of  jFefinwry  was  taken  near 
Cape  Hatteras  by  the  armed  sloop  General  Gage,  George 
Sibble,  Commander,  who,  for  the  want  of  a  Prize-Master, 
put  James  McKnight  (the  Mate  of  Captain  Raddan,  who 
was  taken  the  day  before)  on  board  the  aforesaid  sloop 
Sally,  as  Prize-Master,  as  the  said  McKnight  had  agreed  to 
enter  into  their  service.  The  said  sloop  General  Gage  took 
your  petitionei-s  on  board,  and  ordered  the  said  McKnight 
to  proceed  to  Cape  Fear  with  the  sloop  Sally;  but  that 
night  a  hard  gale  came  on,  which  drove  the  sloop  Sally  to 
the  northward ;  after  which,  the  said  McKnight  mn  the 
vessel  on  shore,  in  order  to  convert  her  to  his  own  use ;  to 
accomplish  which  he  has  misrepresented  every  circumstance 
to  the  honourable  Congress  to  obtain  their  order  to  dispose 
of  the  said  sloop  Sally  and  cargo,  contrary  to  the  orders 
and  instructions  given  to  the  said  McKnight  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Burlington.  The  said  McKnight  has  broken 
open  our  desks  and  trunks,  and  secreted  one  hundred  half- 
johannes,  wearing  apparel,  arms,  &.c. ;  also  has  not  given  any 
account  of  one-half  the  goods  that  were  saved  out  of  said 
sloop  Sally,  to  the  prejudice  of  your  petitioners'  three  thou- 
sand pounds ;  therefore,  we  pray  you  may  take  it  in  your 
great  wisdom  to  restore  our  sufferings,  and  prevent  our  being 
robbed  by  such  imposters  on  our  country.  And  your  peti- 
tioners  will  ever  pray.  p^^^^^  g^^^^^ 

Philadelphia,  May  I,  1776. 

Claim  of  James  McKnight  to  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress. 

To  wearing  apparel,  linen,  a  watch,  &c.  -  -  £25  0  0 
To  wages  due  to  the  time  I  was  taken,  -  -  -  4  0  0 
To  sundry  articles  which  I  carried  as  a  venture,         7  0  0 

£36  0  0 


The  sloop  Charming  Sally  was  cleared  out  from  Dominica 
to  ^Newfoundland,  as  I  saw  the  clearance  of  her  on  board 
the  sloop  General  Gage ;  to  which  I  could  be  qualified  if 
called  upon. 

The  above  is  a  low  estimate  of  things  belonging  to  me  on 
board  the  sloop  Joseph,  Captain  Radden,  when  taken  by 
the  sloop  General  Gage,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1776. 

James  McKnight. 

Memorandum  of  Sundries  in  my  Chest  when  taken  by  the 
Sloop  General  Gage,  February  14,  1776,  viz: 
1  chest ;  88  Johannes  and  27  dollars,  which  were  found 
in  the  hands  of  McKnight ;  6  white  shirts,  and  some  check 
ones  (2  or  .3 ;)  3  cravats ;  2  coats,  (one  never  worn  ;)  4  waist- 
coats; 4  paii-s  of  breeches;  1  pair  of  drawers;  12  pairs  of 
stockings  ;  1  pair  of  shoe-buckles ;  1  pair  of  knee-buckles ; 

1  pair  of  shoes,  not  worn  ;  3  J  pieces  of  linen  ;  2  pieces  of 
checks ;  2  beaver  hats ;  1  straw  hat ;  1  quadrant,  and  all 
my  books;  1  pocket-book,  with  sundry  papers;  6  plates; 
bed  and  bedding ;  3  pocket  handkerchiefs  ;   1  parcel  of  fine 

''^^  '  Israel  Ambrose. 

Inventory  of  the  Sloop  Sally's  Cargo,  James  McKnight 

Prize-Master,  viz : 
1,.300  bushels  of  salt;  14  hogsheads  of  molasses;  120 
gallons  of  rum  ;  65  reams  of  writing  paper;  1  hogshead  and 
27  demijohns  of  claret  wine ;  27  dozen  bottles  of  French 
cordials ;  5  cases  of  oil  of  olives  and  anchovies  ;  4  ankere  of 
brandy ;  150,000  pins  ;  24  pairs  of  wool-cards  ;  10  pieces  of 
linen  and  checks  ;  500  pounds  of  shot ;  1  cask  of  powder ; 
150  pounds  of  coffee ;  4  umbrellas ;  100  yards  of  osnaburghs ; 
4  beaver  hats ;  1  Negro  man  ;  1  suit  of  velvet ;  1  suit  of 
black  cloth  ;  1  suit  of  light-coloured  cloth  ;  1  suit  of  pur- 
ple cloth  ;  2^  dozen  of  shirts  ;  2  dozen  of  neck-cloths  ;  3 
dozen  of  handkerchiefs ;  4  dozen  of  silk  and  thread  stock- 
ings ;  3  dozen  of  linen  waistcoats  and  breeches ;  4  pairs  of 
silk  breeches ;  several  pairs  of  woollen  and  leather  breeches  ; 

2  chintz  night-gowns ;  several  short  coats  ;  great  coat  and 
cloak  ;  ^  piece  of  cambrick  ;  8  yards  of  crimson  silk  ;  1 
dozen  pairs  of  French  laced  ruffles  ;  bedding ;  table-linen  ; 
musket ;  sword  ;  pistols  ;  2  blunderbusses  ;  quadrant,  and 
other  instruments ;  small  library  of  books. 


NEW-YORK    committee   TO    GENERAL    PUTNAM. 

New- York,  May  1,  1776. 

Sir:  The  bearers,  Captain  Schalih  and  Doctor  Gill, 
prisoners  of  war,  having  been  removed  here  from  Schenec- 
tady and  Albany,  in  order  to  be  sent  to  some  place  in  the 
country,  and  having  behaved  as  becometh  gentlemen  of 
honour  in  the  above-named  places  from  whence  they  have 
come ;  and  as  they  are  desirous  of  being  stationed  in  Neiv- 
Jcrsey,  at  Burlington  or  Trenton,  on  account  of  the  healthi- 
ness of  the  climate,  as  well  as  the  small  family  of  a  wife 
and  five  children  which  the  said  Captain  has  hopes  of  re- 
ceiving from  Quebeck;  they  have,  by  a  gentleman  of  our 
Committee,  applied  to  me  to  request  that  your  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  either  to  station  them  at  and  about  the  afore- 
said towns,  or  to  permit  them  to  remain  here  until  they  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  on  General  Washington  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  who,  they  doubt  not,  has,  by  the  letter 
directed  to  him,  been  informed  of  their  character  and  beha- 
viour in  the  places  they  were  last  in.  The  gentleman  who 
introduced  them  to  me  is  well  acqufiinted  with  them,  and 
has  known  the  Captain  for  many  years,  and  I  can  confide 
in  his  representation  of  them  as  men  of  the  clearest  honour. 

I  am,  sir,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  ser-  ^ 

^'^"''  Garret  Abeel, 

Chairman  of  the  General  Committee. 

To  His  Excellency  Major-General  Putnam. 


JOHN    SNYDER   TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

Kingston,  May  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Where^  the  command  of  the  Fii-st  Regi- 
ment in  Ulster  County  has  devolved  on  me  as  Colonel 
thereof,  I  do  hereby  enclose  you  a  state  of  the  said  regi- 
ment as  to  the  number  of  men ;  and  as  to  arms  and  accou- 
trements we  may  supply  ourselves,  and  neariy  complete  now ; 
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but  ammunition  is  very  scarce,  especially  powder,  for  none  is 
to  be  had  iiere.  If  your  honourable  Board  could  procure  a 
quantity  of  powder,  and  send  it  up  to  the  care  of  such  per- 
son as  you  may  judge  proper,  to  be  kept  and  disposed  thereof 
to  the  regiment  if  necessity  should  require  it,  with  directions 
how  and  in  what  manner  we  shall  answer  for  the  same,  it 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  publick  ;  for  we  have  a  general 
complaint  for  that  article.  And  further,  I  must  acquaint 
your  honourable  Board  that  the  Captain  of  the  Troop  of 
Horse  has  been  promoted  to  the  ofiice  of  Major  of  the 
abovesaid  regiment ;  and  therefore  it  is  necessary  that  new 
commissions  should  be  made  out  for  the  said  troop,  which  I 
desire  you  will  do,  and  send  them  to  me,  to  wit :  A  Cap- 
tain's commission  for  Sylvester  Salisbury,  Esq. ;  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Petrus  Myndertse,  Esq. ;  Second  Lieutenant,  Cor- 
nelius C.  Neivkirk;  Cornet,  Cornelius  J.  Dubois;  First 
Quartermaster,  James  Rive ;  Second  Quartermaster,  Tobias 
Dubois.  And  also  desire  two  commissions  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cies in  Captain  Mattys  Dederick's  Company,  to  wit:  First 
Lieutenant,  Petrus  Post;  and  Ensign's  commission  for 
Thomas  Van  Staenburgh.  I  desire  the  commissions  may 
be  sent  by  the  bearer ;  and  in  so  doing  you  will  oblige  your 
sincere  friend  and  humble  servant, 

Johannes  Snyder. 

To  the  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony 
of  New-  York,  now  convened  in  New-  York. 

State  of  the  number  of  Officers  and  Privates  of  the  First 
Regiment  of  Alilitia  afoot  in  Ulster  County,  viz  : 

Colonel,  Johannes  Snyder;  Second  Colonel,  Jonathan  El- 
mendorph ;  First  Major,  Adrian  Wynkoop ;  Second 
Major,  Philipus  Hooghteling ;  Adjutant,  Abraham  A. 
Hasbrouck ;  Quartermaster,  Jan  Van  Dusen,  Jun. 


Firsi  Capiain,  Evert  Bojrardus 

Second  Capiain,  Jan.  L.  De  WiU 

Thirit  Captain,  H*  ndrick  Schoonmaker. . 

Fciunli  Captain,  Matlys  Dederick 

Filth  Captain,  Lucas  De  Wilt 

Sixth  Capiain,  Mose^  Cantyn 

Seventh  Captain,  Geratdus  Hardenbergh. 
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KingEton,  May  1,  1776. 


To  the  Deputies  of  the  several  Counties  of  the  Province 
q/" New-York  in  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress,  or 
Committee  of  Safety,  of  the  said  Province  : 
The  Memorial  of  Dirck  Lefferts,  of  the  City  of  New- 
York,  showeth : 
That  some  time  in  the  month  oi  February  last  past,  a  party 
of  the  Minute-men  of  the  County  of  Westchester,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Drake,  came  to  the  country-house  of 
your  memorialist,  and  upwards  of  thirty  of  them  were  quar- 
tered upon  him  at  his  house,  where  he  frequently  furnished 
them  with  many  necessaries  and  conveniences,  viz:  firewood, 
vegetables,  cider,  &tc. ;  that  the  said  men  have  continued  at 
his  said  house  until  now,  or  very  lately  ;  that  after  they  had 
been  there  for  some  time,  the  said  men,  by  order  of  Engi- 
neer Smith,  (he  supposes,)  went  upon  the  woodland  of  your 
memorialist,  which  he  had  purchased  for  his  own  particular 
use,  to  supply  his  family  with  firewood,  and  cut  down  and 
destroyed  a  great  part  of  the  trees  then  growing  on  the  said 
land,  and  almost  entirely  ruined  the  young  wood  there ;  and 
although  the  said  wood  may  have  been  cut  down  to  be  used 
in  building  the  Fort  at  Home's  Hook,  (as  your  memorialist 
supposes  it  was,)  yet  as  he  has  sustained  great  loss,  and  been 
put  to  great  expense  by  the  said  men  having  been  quartered 
upon  him,  and  having  cut  down  and  destroyed  his  wood, 
whereby  a  greater  part  of  the  burden  hath  fallen  upon  him 
than  is  his  part  in  proportion  with  the  rest  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  ;  he  prays  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  to 
take  the  matter  into  their  consideration,  and  to  grant  hiin 
such  redress  and  compensation  as  they  in  their  discretion 
may  think  reasonable,  and  adequate  to  the  loss  and  damage 
he  hath  sustained.  Dirck  Lefferts. 

May  1,  1776. 


COMMISSIONERS    IN    CANADA    TO     PRESIDENT    OF     CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  16,  1776.] 

Montreal,  May  1,  1776. 

Sir  :  After  some  difficulty  and  delay  in  getting  through 
the  ice  of  Lake  George,  we  arrived  here  on  Monday  last, 
and  were  very  politely  received  by  General  Arnold,  who 
at  present  commands  in  this  post. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  you  a  just  idea  of  the  lowness  of 
the  Contitiental  credit  here,  from  the  want  of  hard  money, 
and  the  prejudice  it  is  to  our  affairs.  Not  the  most  trifling 
service  can  be  procured  without  an  assurance  of  instant  pay 
in  silver  or  gold.  The  express  we  sent  from  St.  John's,  to 
inform  the  General  of  our  arrival  there,  and  to  request  car- 
riages for  La  Prairie,  was  stopped  at  the  ferry,  till  a  friend 
passing  changed  a  dollar  bill  for  him  into  silver ;  and  we  are 
obliged  to  that  friend  (Mr.  McCartney)  for  his  engagement 
to  pay  the  calashes,  or  they  would  not  have  come  for  us. 
The  general  apprehension  that  we  shall  be  driven  out  of  the 
Province  as  soon  as  the  King's  troops  can  arrive,  concurs 
with  the  frequent  breaches  of  promise  the  inhabitants  have 
experienced,  in  determining  them  to  trust  our  people  no 
further.  Therefore  the  utmost  despatch  should  be  used  in 
fonvarding  a  large  sum  hither,  (we  believe  twenty  thousand 
pounds  will  be  necessary,)  otherwise  it  will  be  impossible 
to  continue  the  war  in  this  country,  or  to  expect  the  contin- 
uance of  our  interest  with  the  people  here,  who  begin  to 
consider  the  Congress  as  bankrupt,  and  their  cause  as  des- 
perate. Therefore,  till  the  arrival  of  money,  it  seems  im- 
proper to  propose  the  Federal  union  of  this  Province  with 
the  others,  as  the  few  friends  we  have  here  will  scarce  ven- 
ture to  exert  themselves  in  promoting  it,  till  they  see  our 
credit  recovered,  and  a  sufficient  army  arrived  to  secure  the 
possession  of  the  country. 

Yesterday  we  attended  a  Council  of  War,  the  minutes 
of  which  we  enclose.  The  places  proposed  are  proper  to 
prevent  the  further  progress  of  the  enemy  in  case  they 
should  oblige  us  to  raise  the  siege  of  Qtiebeck.  The  plank 
and  timber  for  the  gondolas  are  all  prepared  and  ready  at 
Fort  Chambly,  and  some  of  the  carpenters  are  arrived  from 
New-  York ;  others  are  to  be  engaged  here ;  and  as  hard 
money  is  necessary  for  these,  we  have  agreed  to  advance 
some  out  of  what  the  Congress  put  into  our  hands  for  our 
own  subsistence,  to  be  replaced  when  cash  shall  arrive. 

We  understand  that  the  troops  before  Quebeck  have  not 
now  ten  days'  provision ;  but  hope,  as  the  lakes  are  now 
open,  supplies  will  soon  reach  them. 

We  have  directed  the  opening  of  the  Indian  trade,  and 
granting  passports  to  all  who  shall  enter  into  certain  engage- 
ments to  do  nothing  in  the  upper  country  prejudicial  to  the 
Continental  interests. 

We  hope  to-morrow  to  obtain  an  account  of  our  debts 
that  ought  instantly  to  be  paid.  If,  besides  what  is  neces- 
sary for  that  purpose,  we  had  a  sum  to  manage,  by  opening 
a  bank  for  the  exchanging  Continental  bills,  it  is  supposed 
that  we  might  thereby  give  a  circulation  to  these  bills.  The 
twenty  thousand  pounds  above-mentioned  will,  we  think, 
answer  both  these  purposes.  We  are  told  that  not  less  than 
the  eight  thousand  ordered  by  Congress  will  be  a  sufficient 
Army  for  this  quarter.  As  yet  there  are  but  about  three 
thousand,  including  those  now  passing  down  to  Quebeck, 
who  are  just  come  over  the  lakes.  The  small-pox  is  in 
the  Army,  and  General  Thomas  has,  unfortunately,  never 
had  it. 

With  great  respect  to  youreelf  and  the  Congress,  we  have 
the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
Samuel  Chase, 
Charles  Carroll  of  CarroUton. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

At  a  Council  of  War,  held  at  Head-Quarters,  April  30, 
1776: 

Brigadier-General  Arnold,  President. 
The  Hon.  Benjamin  Franklin, 
The  Hon.  Samuel  Chase, 
The  Hon.  Charles  Carroll, 
Brigadier-General  Woedtke, 
Colonel  Moses  Hazen, 
Colonel  De  Haas,  ' 

Agreed,  that  it  is  immediately  necessary  to  take  post  at 
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aiid  fortify  the  shore  and  island  at  the  Falls  of  Richelieu, 
with  a  number  of  cannon,  not  exceeding  twenty  pieces, 
under  the  direction  of  such  persons  as  General  ITicymas  or 
the  Commanding  Officer  in  Canada  shall  appoint  for  that 
purjx)se. 

Agreed,  that  it  is  necessary  immediately  to  fortify  the 
Post  at  Jacques  Carder,  with  a  number  of  cannon,  &;c.,  not 
exceeding  ten  pieces,  and  that  the  Commanding  Officer  in 
Canada  give  directions  for  that  purpose. 

Agreed,  to  build  inunediately,  at  Chambly,  six  gondolas, 
of  a  proper  size  to  carry  heavy  cannon,  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  General  Arnold,  who  will  employ  Colonel 
Hazen  to  ovei-see  and  direct  the  workmen. 

Benedict  Arnold,  Brigadier-General. 


as  we  had  a  good  awning  to  our  boat,  and  had  brought  with 
us  good  beds,  and  plenty  of  bed-clothes,  I  chose  to  sleep 
aboard. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  REVEREND  JOHN  CARROLL, 
ONE  OF  THE  AMERICAN  COMMISSIONERS  TO  CANADA, 
DATED  MONTREAL,  MAY  1,  1776. 

We  have  at  length  come  to  the  end  of  our  long  and 
tedious  journey,  after  meeting  with  several  delays,  on  ac- 
count of  the  impassable  condition  of  the  lakes ;  and  it  is 
with  a  longing  desire  of  measuring  back  the  same  ground 
that  I  now  take  up  my  pen  to  inform  you  of  my  being  in 
good  health,  thank  God,  and  of  wishing  you  a  perfect  enjoy- 
ment of  yours. 

We  came  hither  the  night  before  last,  and  were  received 
at  the  landing  by  General  Arnold,  and  a  great  body  of  offi- 
cers, gentry,  &.C.,  and  saluted  by  the  firing  of  cannon,  and 
other  military  honours.*  Being  conducted  to  the  General's 
house,  we  were  served  with  a  glass  of  wine,  while  people 
were  crowding  in  to  pay  their  compliments  ;  which  ceremony 
beincr  over,  we  were  shown  into  another  apartment,  and  un- 
expectedly met  in  it  a  large  number  of  ladies,  most  of  them 
French.  After  drinking  tea,  and  sitting  some  time,  we 
went  to  an  elegant  supper,  which  was  followed  with  the 
singing  of  the  ladies,  which  proved  very  agreeable,  and 
would  have  been  more  so  if  we  had  not  been  so  much 
fatigued  with  our  journey.  The  next  -day  was  spent  in  re- 
ceiving visits  and  dining  in  a  large  company,  with  whom 
we  were  pressed  to  sup,  but  excused  oui-selves  in  order  to 
write  letters,  of  which  this  is  one,  and  will  be  finished  and 
dated  to-morrow  morning. 

I  owe  you  a  journal  of  our  adventures  from  Philadelphia 
to  this  place.  When  we  came  to  Bi-unswick,  in  the  Jersey 
Government,  we  overtook  the  Baron  de  Woedtke,  the  Prus- 
sian General,  who  had  left  Philadelphia  the  day  before  us. 
Though  I  had  frequently  seen  him  before,  yet  he  was  so 
disguised  in  furs  that  1  scarce  knew  him,  and  never  beheld 
a  more  laughable  object  in  my  life.  Like  other  Prussian 
officers,  he  appears  to  me  as  a  man  who  knows  little  of 
polite  life,  and  yet  has  picked  up  so  much  of  it  in  his 
passage  through  France  as  to  make  a  most  awkward  ap- 
pearance. 

When  we  came  to  New-York,  it  was  no  more  the  gay 
polite  place  it  used  to  be  esteemed,  but  it  was  become  almost 
a  desert,  unless  for  the  titxjps.  The  people  were  expecting 
a  bombardment,  and  had  therefore  removed  themselves  and 
their  efTects  out  of  town  ;  and  the  other  side,  the  troops  were 
working  at  the  fortifications  with  the  utmost  activity.  After 
spending  some  disagreeable  days  at  this  place,  we  proceeded 
by  water  up  to  Albany,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles. 
At  our  arrival  there,  we  were  met  by  General  Schuyler,  and 
entertained  by  him  during  our  stay  with  great  jx)liteness 
and  very  genteelly.  I  wrote  to  you  before  of  our  agreeable 
situation  at  Saratoga,  and  of  our  journey  from  thence  over 
Ijake  George  to  Ticonderoga  ;  from  the  latter  place  we  em- 
barked on  the  great  Lake  of  Champlain,  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  miles  to  St.  John's.  We  had  a  passage  of  three 
days  and  a  half.  We  always  came  to  in  the  night  time. 
Passengers  generally  encamp  in  the  woods,  making  a  cover- 
ing of  the  boughs  of  trees,  and  large  fires  at  dieir  feet ;  but 

•  MoNTHKAL,  jyfay  1,  1776. — On  Sundai/  last  arrived  here  Baron 
ff'oedthe  and  Colonel  De  Ifaat,  with  Mr.  Joseph  Terry,  of  this  place, 
accompanied  by  several  other  gentlemen  of  the  Army;  and  on  Jifonilai/, 
the  Committee  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congrross  for  establishing 
and  regulating  the  Continental  afiairs  in  this  Prorince,  with  the  cele- 
brated Doctor  Frankliti  at  their  head.  They  were  received  on  the  l)each 
at  the  Post  de  Vadreuil  by  General  .Irnotd,  and  the  friends  to  liberty, 
and  a  salute  was  fired  from  jlie  Citadel.  Being  escorted  to  Head-Quar- 
ters, they  and  a  number  of  friends  to  liberty  spent  the  evening  with 
decent  mirth. 


ADMIRAL    HOPKINS   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Providence,  May  1,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Yours  I  received  per  express  this  day, 
dated  in  April,  and  ob.serve  the  contents.  Shall  endeavour 
to  give  you  a  state  of  the  Navy  under  my  command  ;  and 
shall  begin  with  the  time  we  arrived  in  New-London  River, 
where  we  landed  sick  people,  not  fit  for  duty,  in  the  hospi- 
tal, which  I  provided  with  difficulty :  seventy-two  from  the 
Alfred,  thirty-four  from  the  Columbus,  fifty-eight  from  the 
Andrew  Doria,  seventeen  from  the  Cabot,  sixteen  from  the 
Providence,  and  five  from  the  Fly ;  in  all  two  hundred  and 
two  people,  which  weakened  the  fleet  so  much  that  I  ap- 
plied to  General  Washington  and  got  an  order  for  two  hun- 
dred men  ;  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  of  whom  I  got 
on  board  the  fleet ;  when  1  came  to  sail  with  our  fleet,  in 
order  to  speak  with  the  fleet  at  or  near  Newport ;  but  the 
Alfred  got  ashore  near  Fisher's  Island,  and  was  obliged  to 
be  lightened  to  get  her  off,  which  we  did  without  much 
damage.  In  the  mean  time  Ji^allace  and  his  whole  fleet 
left  Newport. 

We  sailed  from  New-London  on  the  24th  April,  and 
met  nothing ;  the  next  day  the  weather  proving  rough  we 
put  in  here,  where  we  have  landed  upwards  of  one  hundred 
sick  men  ;  and  there  are  daily  more  taken  down  with  some 
new  malignant  fever.  I  was  making  all  the  despatch  ppssi- 
ble  to  procure  provisions  and  stores,  in  order  for  a  three  or 
four  months'  cruise,  when  1  received  by  the  same  express 
General  Washington's  orders  to  send  his  men  immediately 
to  New-  York ;  which  I  must  coinply  with. 

1  had  brought  round  here  twenty-six  heavy  cannon,  for 
the  defence  of  the  town  of  Neuport,  and  by  that  service 
expected  to  obtain  liberty  to  inlist  men  out  of  the  Govern- 
ment tixjops  to  have  made  up  my  complement ;  but  if  the 
cannon  must  be  taken  away  I  cannot  ask  it  with  modesty, 
and  if  I  do,  I  am  in  doubt  whether  it  would  be  granted. 

I  am  ready  to  follow  any  instructions  that  you  give  at  all 
times  ;  but  am  very  much  in  doubt  whether  it  will  be  in  my 
power  to  keep  the  fleet  together,  with  any  credit  to  myself 
or  the  officers  that  belong  to  it ;  neither  do  I  believe  it  can 
be  done  without  power  to  dismiss  such  officers  as  I  find 
slack  in  their  duty.  I  left  the  sloop  and  the  Andrew  Doria 
at  New-London,  unloading  stores ;  when  I  get  a  return  of 
what  they  land,  shall  immediately  transmit  it  to  you.  I  or- 
dered the  Andrew  Doria  to  careen  there,  which  I  hear  is 
done.  Should  be  glad  you  would  give  orders  what  should 
be  done  with  the  New-Providence  sloop,  which  I  wrote  my 
brother  about. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  Captain  fVhipple's  request 
to  me,  which  suppose  I  shall  grant,  and  expect  that  may 
bring  on  some  more  inquiries  ;  but  do  not  expect  anything 
which  may  now  be  done  will  mend  what  is  past. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 

'  Eseck  Hopkins. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Marine  Committee. 


AD.MIRAL    HOPKINS   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  May  1,  1776, 

Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  25th  of  April,  per  express, 
have  received.  Am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  use  of 
your  men,  and  shall  despatch  them  to  New-  York  immediate- 
ly, in  the  sloop  Providence,  Captain  Hazard;  although 
we  still  continue  to  be  sickly  on  board  all  the  vessels,  so 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  go  to  sea  with  the  fleet,  before 
we  get  recruited  with  hands,  which  will  not  easily  be  done. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
servant. 


To  General  Washington. 


EsECK  Hopkins. 


JOSEPH    HAWLEY   TO    ELBRIDGE    GERRY. 

Watertown,  May  1,  1776. 

My  DEAR  Sir  :  The  Tories  dread  a  declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  a  course  of  conduct  on  that  plan,  more  than 
death.     Tliey  console  themselves  with  a  belief  that  the 
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Southern  Colonies  will  not  accede  to  it.  My  hand  and 
heart  are  full  of  it.  There  will  be  no  abiding  union  without 
it.  When  the  Colonies  come  to  be  pressed  with  taxes  they 
will  divide  and  crumble  to  pieces.  Will  a  Government 
stand  on  recommendations  ?  It  is  idle  to  suppose  so.  Will 
Canada  ever  join  us  without  Independence  and  Govern- 
inent  ?  They  will  not.  Can  we  subsist,  and  support  our 
trading  people,  widiout  trade ?  It  appears  more  and  more 
every  day  in  the  country  and  Army  that  we  cannot.  Nay, 
without  a  real  Continental  Government  our  Army  will  over- 
run us,  and  people  will,  by  and  by,  sooner  than  you  may 
be  aware  of,  call  for  their  old  Constitutions  ;  and  as  they  did 
in  Enscland  after  CromweWs  death,  call  in  Charles  the  Se- 
cond.  Eor  God's  sake  let  there  be  a  full  Revolution,  or  all 
has  been  done  in  vain.  Independency,  and  a  well  planned 
Continental  Government,  will  save  us.  God  bless  you. 
Amen  and  amen. 


To  Elbridge  Gerry,  Esq. 


Joseph  Hawley. 


BOSTON    TOWN    MEETING. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Town,  by  ad- 
journment, on  M'edntsday,  May  1,  1776,  the  following 
gendemen  were  chosen  a  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
Inspection,  and  Safety,  viz : 


Hon.  Samuel  .4Jam»,  Esq., 
Hon.  John  Hancock,  Esq., 
Joseph  Greenleaf,  Esq., 
JSalhaniel  .^ppleton,  Esq., 
Mr.  William  Dennis, 
Oliver  Wendell,  Esq., 
Major  Richard  Boynton, 
Captain  John  Bradford, 
Captain  William  Maekay, 
( 'olonel  Nathaniel  Barber, 
Mr.  William  Powell, 
Caleb  Davis,  Esq., 
Mr.  John  Swectzer, 
John  Browne,  Esq., 


John  Pitts,  Esq., 
William  Cooper,  Esq., 
Mr.  Peter  Boyer, 
Captain  Edward  Proctor, 
Mr.  Edward  Church, 
Captain  Isaac  Phillips, 
Thomas  Crafts,  Esq., 
Major  Paul  Revere, 
Captain  John  Pulling, 
Major  Abiel  Ruddock, 
Mr.  Thomas  Hitchborn, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Hitchborn, 
Mr,  Perez  Morion. 


ELEAZER  BUSSELL   TO    COLONEL   JOSHUA    WENTWORTH. 

Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire,  May,  1776. 

Sir  :  When  you  offered  me  the  Association  to  subscribe, 
my  indisjKJsition  was  .so  great  that  1  could  hardly  speak  or 
think ;  therefore,  entreated  you  to  call  again,  or  give  me 
leave  to  wait  on  you  when  able. 

Respect  to  publick  authority  inclines  me  much  to  sign  it ; 
but  as  I  am  utterly  unable  to  comply  with  the  letter  of  it, 
can  by  no  means  do  it  without  restiiction  and  reserve. 

The  article  of  defending  the  country  with  arms  is  explicit 
and  peremptory  ;  which  the  total  loss  of  health  makes  me 
incapable  of — my  constitution  rent  for  three  successive  vears 
with  paralytick  fits,  seldom  able  to  walk  a  mile  without 
assistance,  often  falling  headlong  when  crossing  a  floor,  and 
always  confined  in  cold  or  damp  weather. 

There  is  also  an  original  scniple  on  my  mind,  strengthen- 
ed by  more  than  thirty  years'  reflection,  on  the  subject  of 
the  lawfulness  of  shedding  human  blood  of  any  nation,  ex- 
cept for  crimes  condemned  by  human  laws  founded  on  the 
divine, 

A  thought  never  entered  my  heart  but  what  was  replete 
with  the  tenderest  emotions  for  the  country  in  its  bleeding 
state.  My  duty  is  clear  in  submitting  to  the  powers  now  in 
being  in  the  Colony,  and  my  disposition  fixed  to  serve  the 
publick  in  every  view  consistent  with  the  above  descrip- 
tion of  my  kealth,  and  the  rights  of  conscience  as  express- 
ed in  a  late  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

It  is  you,  sir,  I  have  immediately  to  do  with  in  this  affair ; 
and  if  you  will  please  to  make  these  thoughts  known  to  any 
of  the  Committees,  or  Court,  that  may  be  proper,  I  think  it 
will  excuse,  I  am  sure  it  will  oblige,  your  respectful  and 

most  humble  servant,  „  _ 

Eleazer  Russell. 
To  Joshua  Wentworth,  Esq. 


COSMOPOLITAN. NO.  X. 

To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  American  Colonies  : 

Friends  and  Fellow-Citizens  :  It  was  hard,  it  was 
cruel,  to  have  British  laws  imposed  upon  us  against  our 
repeated  petitions,  in  the  face  of  our  most  solicitous  remon- 
strances.    It  was  mean,  it  was  irritating,  to  have  standing 
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armies  forced  into  our  towns,  and  ships-of-war  stationed  in 
our  harbours,  and  we  ourselves  denied  a  law  for  our  safety, 
the  means  of  defence,  in  case  of  unjust  violence  and  lawless 
depredations.  His  policy  was  to  keep  us  defenceless,  unpre- 
pared, and  unarmed,  that  we  mi(;ht  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the 
intended  invasion.  Hence,  and  from  his  innate  aversion  to- 
everything  not  instamped  with  the  characters  of  slavery,, 
was  his  repeated  reprobation,  in  dieir  virgin  purity,  of  bills 
for  a  new  necessary  regulation  of  the  Militia,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  biibery  and  corruption,  those  bulwarks  of  the 
publick  peace,  integrity,  and  safety. 

We  have  gradually  and  insensibly  been  departing  from 
our  once  happy  Government,  by  the  practices  of  those 
whose  interest  it  was  to  filch  away  the  liberties  of  the  sub- 
ject. Men,  the  first  in  ability  and  rectitude,  have  been  dis- 
missed from  the  service  of  the  country,  for  no  other  reason 
but  their  unshaken  attachment  to  her  interest ;  and  others, 
the  servile  minions  of  power,  placed  in  their  stead,  and 
crammed  down  the  throats  of  the  people.  Wealth  was 
accumulated,  and  offices  monopolized  by  the  few;  of  con- 
sequence their  influence  increased,  and  their  power  danger- 
ously augmented.  The  power  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
was  diminishing  in  the  same  proportion  as  individuals  be- 
came great  and  wealthy  by  the  administration  of  publick 
justice.  Under  the  combined  influence  of  the  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  officers  of  the  Militia,  Judges  and  officers  of  the 
Courts,  and  other  standing  Magistrates  and  officers,  a  Re- 
publican Government,  with  a  Monarchical  check,  was  rapidly 
degenerating  into  an  Aristocracy,  the  most  oppressive  and 
arbitrary  of  all  Governments.  I  do  not  mention  it  as  alone 
peculiar  to  the  late  demolished  set  of  Magistrates ;  some 
others,  perhaps,  would  have  done  the  same.  It  is  the  lot  of 
mortals,  it  is  incident  to  humanity.  Few,  very  few,  are 
fortified  against  the  bewitching  charms  of  power,  anti  the 
pleasant  sweets  of  emolument.  However,  it  evinces  the 
necessity  of  two  political  maxims — the  necessity  in  all  Go- 
vernments, both  of  a  limited  delegation  of  power  in  point 
of  time,  and  a  frequent  resort  to  first  principles. 

My  dear  countrymen,  when  I  recollect  your  descent,  your 
loyalty,  your  worthy  achievements,  with  the  motives  of  your 
conduct,  I  feel  the  workings  of  a  laudable  pride,  and  the 
flame  of  vanity  kindling  within  me.  But  the  fire  of  indig- 
nation burns  fierce  when  I  consider  how  you  have  been 
galled  by  Parliamentary  pressure,  and  Majestratical  power ; 
how  petitions  for  redress  have  been  the  occasion  of  adding 
insult  to  cruelty,  and  increasing  the  weight  of  your  wrongs, 
of  procuring  sneers  from  your  bosom  enemies,  and  frowns 
from  a  deluded  Sovereign,  at  first  pocketed  by  an  American 
Minister,  and  then  branded  with  infamy,  despised,  spumed 
at,  and  trampled  under  foot.  Groundless,  scandalous,  and 
vexatious,  have  been  the  refined  appellations  to  mark  the 
character  of  the  whole  community — intolerable  oppression 
to  a  man  susceptible  of  the  suggestions  of  an  English  heart. 
History  may  unfold  the  dangers  of  thus  wantonly  sporting 
with  the  feelings  of  a  spirited  people.  For  this,  Charles 
I.  lost  his  head,  and  James  II.  the  British  Crown.  But  to 
return.  When  I  review  your  past  sufferings,  how  you  have 
been  cramped  and  obstructed  in  the  making  of  necessary 
laws  ;  your  Militia  discouraged  ;  your  Magistrates  appoint- 
ed with  the  advice  of  a  maimed  hebdominal  Council ;  your 
agents  refused  pay,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  complaints, 
however  necessary ;  your  castle  surj'endered ;  your  manufac- 
turing house  attacked ;  your  harbours  invested  with  a  pow- 
erful fleet ;  your  capital  with  a  lawless  soldiery  ;  your  Repre- 
sentatives made  to  give  way  to  a  Standing  Army,  kept  in 
duress,  dissolved,  prorogued,  adjourned,  and  harassed  about, 
with  a  great  expense  to  their  constituents,  for  no  other  rea- 
son but  because  they  refused  to  betray  their  trust,  and  sub- 
mit to  a  wanton  exercise  of  arbitrary  power ;  your  ears 
wounded  by  horrid  oaths ;  your  eyes  with  wretched  scenes ; 
your  persons  with  frequent  indignities  ;  your  Sabbaths  pro- 
faned ;  your  religion  despised ;  the  morals  of  the  young 
corrupted ;  innocency  seduced,  and  chastity  abused  ;  your 
countrymen  butchered  ;  your  property  destroyed  ;  your  laws 
trampled  upon  ;  your  Governour  and  your  Judges  made  in- 
dependent ;  a  Board  of  Commissioners  constituted  ;  Courts 
of  Admiralty  established ;  their  jurisdiction  enlarged,  and 
trial  by  Juries  in  many  instances  taken  away,  and  others 
greatly  impaired ;  and,  finally,  how  every  branch  of  your 
Constitution,    principle    of   law,   and  maxim  of  freedom, 
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were  swept  away  by  tlic  present  Parliament,  enthroned 
in  thunder,  and  a  most  pae.ifick  community  involved  in 
iumult  and  in  blood.  When  I  ruminate  on  these,  with 
many  other  oppressions,  and  take  into  consideration  recent 
pinitical  depredations,  1  am  stai^gered  in  believing  any  Ame- 
rican so  abject  as  not  to  be  diverted  from  sinister  pursuits, 
and  roused  to  opposition.  Sure  I  am,  that  there  is  no  man 
of  true  wisdom  and  a  manly  spirit,  but  would  sacrifice  his 
all,  and  risk  his  very  life,  rather  than  run  the  venture  of 
having  the  one  controlled,  and  tlie  other  commanded  by 
a  power  so  monstrous  as  the  one  from  whence  those  calami- 
ties flowed. 

In  addition  to  these,  othei-s,  the  constant  attendants  of  a 
conquered  country,  will  be  our  lot,  and  the  portion  of  pos- 
terity, unless  in  this  critical  moment  we  play  the  man,  and 
defend  our  rights.  It  is  not  duty  to  leave  weallli  or  honours 
to  coming  generations  ;  but  indispensable  is  the  obligation  to 
bequeath  them  liberty,  and  this,  by  the  tenderest  ties  of  in- 
terest, and  the  strongest  cords  of  affe-ction.  It  is  the  dictate 
of  nature,  a  principle  of  self-preservation,  when  the  laws  of 
equity,  the  sanction  of  Charters,  and  the  fundamentals  of 
the  Constitution  are  found  insufficient  to  restrain  the  violence 
of  domination,  to  arm  and  to  fight.  The  character  of  a 
soldier  is  respectable,  and  his  duty  noble,  when  discharged 
in  opposition  to  tyranny,  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  man- 
kind. A  cockade  unprostituted  is  a  badge  of  greatness,  a 
mark  of  goodness.  It  procures  friendship,  commands  re- 
spect, and  adds  a  dignity  to  the  person  who  wears  it.  There 
is  something  godlike  in  hazarding  in  defence  of  one's  coun- 
try." The  present  hostile  invasions  are  such  as  to  demand 
all  our  resentment,  and  to  arouse  all  our  courage.  The 
inheritance  transmitted  by  our  great  forefathers,  the  safety 
of  our  friends,  liberty  purchased  by  the  best  blood  of  our 
ancestors,  the  surest,  the  fairest,  the  brightest  jewel  we  pos- 
sess, which  alone  communicates  dignity  to  peace,  and  ren- 
"ders  life  a  blessing,  are  all  at  stake.  If  we  fail  in  out  neces- 
sary duty,  our  land  will  become  the  price  of  conquest,  the 
plunder  of  foreigners  ;  and  the  effect  of  this  conquest  will 
l3e  ruin  and  destruction  to  its  present  inhabitants,  poverty 
and  slavery  to  their  immediate  and  remote  successors.  It  is 
enough  to  fire  with  an  invincible  resolution  rather  to  be 
wrecked  in  the  storm,  than  to  survive,  the  subjects  of  slavery, 
or  the  objects  for  a  military  execution. 

We  have  passed  the  Rubicon ;  there  is  no  retreat.  What 
a  Hutchinson  has  planned,  a  George  has  executed.  The 
long  and  black  catalogue  of  measures  projected  by  the 
former,  has  been  sanctified  by  the  latter,  and  adopted  by 
Britons.  They  received  them  with  eagerness,  carried  them 
into  their  Senate,  and  made  them  their  own.  They  are 
therefore  principals  in  a  felony,  sufficient  to  wean  from  all 
attachments.  Considering  how  we  have  been  oppressed, 
and  (if  we  may  judge  of  the  future  by  the  past)  how  we  shall 
be  oppressed,  if  viewed  as  subordinate,  instead  of  allied  ;  it 
pleads  strongly  for  bursting  asunder  those  imaginary  bands 
which  have  too  long  chained  us  to  misery ;  for  to  contem- 
plate the  doctrines  of  Independency,  and  in  earnest  to  inquire 
whether,  if  totally  afloat  from  a  state  on  which,  as  such,  we 
were  never  dependant,  we  cannot,  by  the  compass  of  com- 
mon sense,  weather  the  storm,  and  steer  safely  into  the  har- 
bour of  absolute  freedom.  The  characters  of  Kings,  as 
contained  in  the  story  of  the  world,  have  been  made  up  of 
knaves  or  of  fools.  The  former  have  been  monstei-s  for 
extravagancies,  barbarity,  and  dissipation  ;  the  latter,  like  a 
weak  ship  in  a  violent  tempest,  with  a  vast  sail,  and  no 
rudder.     Examples  are  numerous. 

A  worthless  villain  having  filled  the  ears  of  a  foolish  King 
with  false  stories  of  the  Jews,  he  issues  his  Proclamation  for 
their  utter  extirpation,  and  to  kill  at  pleasure,  and  seventy 
thousand  were  slain.  If  a  frantick  fancy  come  into  the 
head  of  a  drunken  whore,  (the  famous  Thais,')  Persepolis,  a 
Royal  city  of  Persia,  must  be  burnt  by  the  hand  of  Alexan- 
der. If  the  man  after  (joiTs  own  heart  is  smitten  with 
tlie  charms  of  Bathsheha,  Uriah  must  be  murdered.  If  a 
dancing  wench  please  Herod,  half  his  kingdom  is  at  stake, 
and  tlie  most  venerable  of  mortal  heads  must  be  sacrificed 
to  the  rage  of  her  impure  mother.  If  Helena,  the  daughter 
of  a  King,  the  most  beautiful  woman  of  her  time,  run  away 
with  a  young  rake,  Troy  must  be  reduced  to  ashes  by  a  ten 
years'  siege.  But  if  the  son  of  a  King  ravish  a  woman. 
Kings  must  be  expelled. 

The  instances  of  weak,  wicked,  and  barbarous  exercises 


of  Monarchical  power,  which  caused  the  Tyber  to  swell  with 
blood  imder  the  Emperore,  are  too  many,  and  too  horrid  to 
be  described.  The  history  of  the  dreadful  contest  for  the 
Throne  between  the  Houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  w  hich 
fattened  the  fields  with  human  gore ;  of  the  cruel  carnage 
of  the  bloody  Mary,  who  blackened  the  air  with  gibbeted 
men  ;  the  mad  pranks  of  Henry  \lll.,Charks  I.,  and  George 
III.,  are  too  notorious  to  need  repeating.  Thus  bewitch- 
ing and  metamorphosing  is  power ;  thus  fluctuating  is  Go- 
vernment, and  wretched  the  governed,  under  the  capre- 
cious  wanloniiigs  of  Regal  domination.  Surely  it  is  enough 
to  destroy  in  the  breast  of  thinking  beings  that  mysterious 
veneration  for  the  crowned  monsters ;  to  exclude  them  from 
every  system  contrived  for  happiness ;  and  to  prepare  the 
formal  bills  for  our  perpetual  divorce  from  such  political 
fornicators. 

Attempts  will  still  be  made  by  the  artful  and  wicked  to 
create  animosities,  dissensions,  and  party  strife.  We  trust 
the  penetration  of  the  times  will  be  sufficient  to  discover 
their  intentions,  and  resent  the  affront.  If  we  become  stran- 
gei-s  to  magnanimity,  harmony  among  ourselves,  integrity, 
and  personal  courage  ;  if  we  yield  to  the  cautions  of  a  timo- 
rous mofleration,  to  the  maxims  of  a  temporary  interest,  to 
the  hillings  of  an  unmanly  repose,  or  the  misplaced  orders 
for  State  connections  ;  if  betrayed  by  cowardice,  perverted 
by  cunning,  or  subdued  by  power, — all  will  be  gone,  all  de- 
pendant upon  the  momentary  will  of  a  Prince,  or  his  minions 
in  office.  Happiness  and  liberty,  propertj'  and  life,  will  become 
matters  of  gracious  indulgence ;  rights  and  privileges,  the 
meums  and  tuums  of  private  interest,  will  be  no  more.  The 
sublime  doctrines  objure  divino,  of  a  British  or  an  American 
Dr.  Sacheverel,  will  form  our  creed ;  the  irreligious  edicts 
of  an  unprincipled  Senate  regidate  the  conscience  ;  the  sub- 
tilty  of  a  jacobitish  Chief  Justice  direct  our  contemplations, 
whips  and  swords  procure  submissions,  the  terror  of  chains 
and  the  horrore  of  a  prison  secure  subjection. 

Having,  in  a  general  way,  touched  upon  those  calamities 
which  demonstrate  the  dangers  that  we  have  been,  and  still 
are  exjwsed  to,  unless  repelled  by  vigorous,  timely,  and 
united  exertions ;  I  shall  suffer  the  pen  which  has  too  long 
trespassed  on  the  reader's  patience  to  drop  from  the  hand 
ever  ready  for  the  service  of  the  publick  ;  and  as  an  atone- 
ment for  dwelling  thus  long  on  a  character  so  justly  odious 
to  every  honest  man  as  the  hero  of  our  paper,  I  drop  him 
likewise  with  ineffable  contempt,  never  to  be  stooped  for 
again. 

Friends  atid  Fellow- Christians :  That  you  may  constantly 
implore  His  aid  who  winds  up  the  chain  of  eternal  events, 
coops  in  space,  and  dwells  in  the  fields  of  immensity ;  that 
wisdom  from  on  high,  Grnmess,  magnanimity,  and  a  sagacity 
that  lifts  up  the  curtain  of  futurity,  may  pervade  the  bosoms 
of  our  Senatorial  bodies ;  that  the  tears  of  America  may 
be  bottled  in  the  vials  of  Heaven  ;  that  the  Lord  God  of 
Gods,  the  Lord  God  of  Gods  may  gird  on  the  sword  of  his 
Majesty,  and  lead  on  our  host  to  the  battle ;  that  our  Ge- 
nerals may  know  no  fear ;  that  the  feet  of  our  soldiers  may 
be  like  the  roaring  of  lions,  and  their  faces  finn  as  the 
mountains ;  that  the  fountain  of  their  life  may  be  shielded 
by  the  spreading  hand  of  Omnipotence  ;  that  their  injuries 
may  be  healed  with  celestial  balsam  ;  that  the  blood  of  those 
who  breathe  out  their  souls  at  open  wounds,  may  flow  into 
the  veins  of  a  crucified  Saviour ;  that  they  may  exchange 
the  present  weapons  of  their  warfare  for  crowns  and  for 
diadems  ;  that  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  where,  when, 
and  whomsoever  he  be,  may  have  discernment  of  their  duty, 
and  integrity  and  courage  to  discharge  it ;  that  the  enemy 
may  come  out  in  one  way,  and  retreat  in  ten ;  that  their 
plots  may  be  discovered,  themselves  taken  in  their  own 
craftiness,  and  their  froward  Councils  hurled  headlonc  :  that 
their  cannon  may  refuse  to  roar,  and  the  winds  to  wave 
their  hoisted  bannere  ;  that  health  may  encircle  our  camps, 
success  repair  to  our  standard,  and  adversity  stand  trembling 
at  a  distance;  that  America  may  rise  triumphant,  blossom 
as  the  rose,  and  swell  with  increasing  splendour,  like  the 
growing  beauties  of  the  Spring,  bearing  in  her  right  hand 
the  great  Charter  of  Salvation,  the  Gospel  of  the  Heavenly 
Jesus,  and  in  the  left  the  unfolded  volumes  of  Peace,  Liber- 
ty, and  Truth,  until  the  sturdy  pillars  of  Nature  shall  totter 
into  ruin,  and  the  whole  flibrick  of  Creation  retumble  into 
chaos, — is  the  daily  prayer  of 

Cosmopolitan. 
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JOHN    BAXTER   TO    MARYLAND     COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore  Town,  May  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Permit  me  to  take  tliis  opportunity  of  ac- 
knowledging the  grateful  sense  I  entertain  of  the  honour  done 
me  by  the  late  Provincial  Convention  held  fortius  Province, 
which  honourable  body  you  now  represent,  in  appointing 
me  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Fourth  Company  of  the  Regulars, 
raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Province.  An  opportunity 
now  offers,  by  embracing  of  which,  1  am  fully  convinced  I 
can  equally  serve  the  American  cause,  and,  peradventure, 
reap  considerable  private  advantage;  and  inasmuch  as  I 
am  well  assured  that  numbers  of  gentlemen,  with  superior 
abilities,  and,  I  hope,  with  equal  zeal  and  attachment,  will 
gladly  accept  of  my  berth,  1  therefore  humbly  beg  leave 
to  resign  my  commission,  which  I  have  sent  you  enclosed  ; 
most  ardently  wishing  t\mt  America  in  general,  and  this  Pro- 
vince in  particular,  may  ever  be  successful  in  their  struggle 
for  the  glorious  cause  of  liberty. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  very 
humble  servant,  John  Baxter. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


CHARLES    CARROLL   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Mount  Clare,  May  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  were  brought  to  me  yester- 
day, by  Mr.  William  Smith,  which  I  promised  him  I  would 
transmit  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  sent  for  Mr. 
Hopkins,  as  you  desired,  and  directed  him  to  send  half  the 
linens  to  Annapolis,  by  the  Defence  or  her  tender ;  but  they 
had  set  off  before  he  returned  to  town.  Be  pleased  to  write 
to  him,  whether  he  may  hire  a  boat  and  now  send  them 
with  safety  to  you.  I  have  been  so  much  out  of  order  that 
I  have  not  been  able  to  call  on  Colonel  Ware  about  the 
tents,  but  will  do  it  as  soon  as  I  possibly  can. 

I  am,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  /-,  ^ 

'  Charles  Carroll. 

To  the  Council  of  Safety. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE. 

[No.  138.]  Annapolis,  May  2,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  We  understand  from  Captain  Nicholson, 
that  you  have  now  got  your  boom  down  at  Whetstone 
Point.  We  desire,  therefore,  the  schooner  Ninety-Two 
may  no  longer  be  detained,  and  have  ordered  Mr.  Young  to 
despatch  her  immediately.     We  are,  &tc. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO   COLONEL  SMALLWOOD. 
[No.  139.]  Annapolis,  May  2,  1776. 

Sir:  Upon  considering  the  representation  made  by  Ma- 
jor Gist,  relative  to  Christian  Castler,  the  Council  of  Safety 
are  of  opinion  that  his  case  comes  properly  under  the  seventh 
Article  of  War,  and  that  he  cannot  be  punished  with  death  ; 
and  therefore  that  the  appointment  of  a  Court  Martial  by 
the  Council  of  Safety  is  unnecessary. 
We  are.  Sic. 

To  Colonel  William  SmaUwood. 


FROM   THE    president    OF    CONGRESS. 

Philadelphia,  May  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  directed  to  station  thirty-five  men, 
with  a  proper  officer,  of  your  battalion,  at  the  False  Cape, 
to  protect  the  navigation,  and  do  duty  there,  until  further 
orders. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
To  the  Officer  commanding  the  Battalion  of  Continental 

Troops  in  Delaware  Government. 


our  magazines  here  being  very  low,  and  the  pressing  de- 
mands from  Canada  obliging  me  immediately  to  forward 
sixty  barrels  thither.  Should  any  inconvenience  result  to 
the  Colony  from  not  having  it,  it  will  give  me  much  uneasi- 
ness.  You  may  rest  assured  that  as  soon  as  I  possibly  can,, 
I  will  make  a  return  of  it. 

The  Commissary-General  has  not  presented  the  account 
yet ;  when  he  does,  it  shall  immediately  be  paid. 

I  am,  sir,  with  esteem,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Govemour  TrumhuH. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    GOVERNOUR   TRUMBULL. 

New-York,  May  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  of  the  22d  ultimo,  and  am 
sorry  to  inform  you  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  at  this  time 
to  refund  to  your  Colony  the  powder  lent  the  Continent, 


GENERAL   WASHINGTON   TO    COLONEL   JAMES    CLINTON. 

New- York,  May  2,  1 776. 

Sir  :  Having  received  information  that  there  is  a  number 
of  arms  at  one  Wiltsey's,  at  the  Fishkills,  among  the  offi- 
cers' baggage  which  came  from  St.  John's,  I  request  and 
authorize  you  to  make  inquiry  about  them,  and  to  secure 
all  you  can  find. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Colonel  James  Clinton,  Third  New-  York. 


ROBERT    H.    HARRISON   TO    GENERAL    WARD. 

New- York,  May  2,  1776. 
Sir  :  His  Excellency  having  heard  that  the  Regiments 
stationed  on  Dorchester-Heights  and  Bunker-Hill  are  not 
employed  in  carrying  on  the  works  for  the  defence  of  Bos- 
ton, from  some  misapprehension  in  you  that  they  were  to  be 
kept  constantly  there,  I  am  commanded  by  him  to  signify 
to  you  that  he  never  had  it  in  idea  that  they  were  to  be 
exempted  from  the  common  round  of  duty  and  fatigue,  and 
that  he  expected  them  to  give  every  assistance  you  might 
judge  necessary,  for  expediting  and  completing  the  fortifi- 
cations, &:c.      I  am,  sir,  yours,  &;c. 

R.  H.  Harrison. 
To  Major-General  Ward,  Boston. 


COLONEL   LEARNED   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New- York,  May  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  With  regret  I  must  humbly  represent  my  case  to 
your  Excellency.  Being  so  indisposed  in  body  that  I  am 
absolutely  rendered  unfit  to  serve  the  much  injured  and  dis- 
tressed publick  with  that  alacrity  and  usefulness  I  could  wish, 
or  the  importance  of  the  cause  requires  ;  yet  my  heart  and 
greatest  wish  is  that  your  Excellency  may  receive  renown, 
and  the  United  Colonies'  arms  stUl  be  distinguished  with 
success  and  victory,  and  in  God's  own  time  every  worthy 
member  in  this  struggle  return  to  and  enjoy  his  own  habi- 
tation in  peace. 

But  at  present  must  request  to  absent  myself  from  the 
Army  in  the  manner  j'our  Excellency  shall  prescribe  ;  and 
if  it  shall  be  thought  most  expedient  I  should  be  dismissed 
the  Continental  service,  if  my  past  conduct  is  equal,  should 
j)ray  I  may  be  dismissed  with  honour  and  supported  home. 
In  obtaining  this,  I  shall  have  fresh  instances  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's favour ;  and  lay  me  under  new  obligations  ever 
to  remain  your  very  humble  servant, 

Ebenezer  Learned. 

To  the  Hon.  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq. 


FRANCIS    LEWIS    TO    ROGER    SHERMAN. 

New- York,  May  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  which  should  have  answered  sooner,  but  waited  for 
an  opportunity  of  consulting  Colonel  Mijlin,  Quartermas- 
ter-General, on  the  subject  of  shoes,  who  informs  me  that  the 
full  quantity,  (say  ten  thousand  pair,)  ordered  by  Congress, 
will  be  wanted  for  the  Army.  I  have  therefore  directed  . 
Mr.  Ogden  to  continue  the  shoemakers  at  work  in  Jersey, 
and  have  also  employed  others  here.  Stockings  are  not  to 
be  procured  in  this  city ;  they  must  be  got  at  Philadelphia, 
and  money  must  be  sent  here  to  pay  for  the  shoes. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  return  of  shoes  already  delivered 
here.    Hempen  and  yarn  stockings  will  be  the  most  suitable. 

As  our  election  for  Delegates  is  to  be  on  the  14th  in- 
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slant,  I  shall  defer  my  return  to  Philadelphia  till  that  is 
over.     I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Francis  Lewis. 

To  Roger  Sherman,  Esquire,  at  Philadelphia. 


N.  B.  Captain  Dclaplace  begs  leave  to  acquaint  the  ho- 
nourable the  Continental  Congress,  that  he  wrote  to  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Schuyler  concerning  the  within  mentioned 
particulai-s,  but  has  not,  as  yet,  obtained  any  assistance  from 
him. 


ISAAC    SEARS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New-Haven,  May  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  Excellency  will  please  excuse  my  writing  to 
you  on  a  subject  that  it  is  most  probable  you  will  have  taken 
up  before  this  comes  to  hand ;  but  as  it  is  the  business  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  at  Netc-  York  to  first  see  that  the 
resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  are  carried  into  execu- 
tion, I  must  supjmse  your  Excellency  would  not  interfere 
with  them,  unless  you  should  sec  an  absolute  necessity  for 
it ;  and  it  is  a  duty  1  owe  to  my  country  to  use  my  utmost 
endeavours  to  preserve  and  keep  inviolate  the  laws  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 

I  must  now  acquaint  your  Excellency  that,  before  I  left 
A'eic- YorA:,  1  heard  many  of  the  tea  holders  say  they  would 
have  a  dollar  the  pound  for  their  tea,  (if  it  should  get  to  that, 
would  it  stop  there  ?)  and  since  I  have  been  here,  information 
has  been  given  me  that  some  of  the  tea  holders  have  begun  to 
sell  their  tea  at  eight  shillings,  which  has  induced  the  tea  hold- 
ere  in  this  Colony  to  refuse  selling  their  tea  till  they  see  what 
New-  York  intends  to  do.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  dan- 
gerous consequence  to  sell  the  tea  higher  than  the  Congress 
has  limited  it ;  for  it  would  lay  a  foundation  for  violating  every 
law  the  Continental  Congress  has  made,  and  may  hereafter 
make,  whenever  it  suits  the  mercenary  merchant  to  line  his 
pocket  with  cash ;  and  it  is  scandalous  to  the  highest  degree 
for  the  merchant  to  sell  the  tea  higher  than  the  limited  price; 
for  the  Continental  Congress  has  limited  it  to  one  shilling  and 
six-pence  per  pound  higher  than  the  tea  holders  asked  for  it 
last  fall,  which  pays  them  a  very  large  interest;  and  as  to 
my  part,  I  am  entirely  satisfied  with  the  price ;  although  I 
have  as  much  tea  by  me  as  would  advance  my  estate  large- 
ly, were  the  tea  holders  to  violate  the  resolves  of  the  Con- 
gress ;  for  I  make  not  the  least  doubt  but  they  would  soon  get 
twenty  shillings  a  pound  for  it.  I  had  thirty-nine  chests  in 
this  Government ;  and  since  I  returned  bom  New-York  have 
opened  the  sale  by  the  small  quantity,  at  six  shillings,  New- 
York  currency,  and  sold  about  ten  chests  ;  but  shall  now 
stop  till  I  see  the  event  of  what  will  be  done  in  New-York 
respecting  that  article,  as,  if  there  is  not  a  stop  put  to  the  use 
of  it,  the  tea  that  I  sell  at  the  limited  price  may  be  sold  by 
others  at  twenty  shillings  per  pound. 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  and  very  humble 
servant,  Isaac  Sears. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  at  N(iw-York. 


CAPTAIN   DELAPLACE   TO   THE    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  8,  1776  ] 
Weathersficld,  Connecticut,  May  2,  1776. 

Captain  Delaplace,  of  his  Majesty's  Twenty-Sixth  Regi- 
ment, begs  leave  to  acquaint  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress  that,  by  their  late  resolves  respecting  the  prisoners 
in  their  custody,  he,  as  an  individual,  lies  under  many  par- 
ticular and  severe  liardships,  to  wit:  his  private  stock  at 
Ticonderogn,  consisting  of  forty-five  sheep,  eleven  homed 
cattle,  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  besides  many  other 
articles,  such  as  three  fusils,  a  silver-hilted  sword,  a  silver 
mounted  hanger, — the  whole  amounting  to  two  hundred 
pounds  sterling  and  upwards ;  for  which  no  account  has  ever 
been  made  him,  though  assured  by  Colonels  Allen  and  Arnold 
that  he  should  be  no  loser  by  the  leaving  such  property  be- 
hind him.  As  to  the  second  particular  wherein  he  is  a  suf- 
ferer, that  he  must  refund,  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  at 
Hartford  as  a  prisoner,  being  the  21st  of  May  last,  (1775,) 
what  has  been  allowed  from  the  General  Assembly  for  the 
maintaining  him,  his  wife,  twochildren,  and  a  servant,  amount- 
ing weekly  to  seven  dollars  per  week. 

Having  thus  laid  before  their  Honours  the  particulars  of 
his  sufferings,  begs  their  assistance,  for  which  he  shall  esteem 
himself  highly  honoured  ;  and  is,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
their  most  obedient  servant, 

William  Delaplace,  Captain26th  Regiment. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 


NATHANIEL    SHAW,    JI;N.,   TO    ADMIRAL    HOPKINS. 

New- London,  May  2,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  a  line  from  Captain  Hopkins  to  put 
as  much  provision  on  board  the  Andrew  Doria  as  will  serve 
them  for  three  months ;  which  I  shall  comply  with,  and 
imagine  she  will  be  ready  to  sail  by  Saturday  next. 

1  received  a  line  from  Bedford,  and  my  friend  writes  me 
that  he  has  delivered  the  five  hundred  weight  of  powder  to 
Governour  Cooke's  order ;  so  I  shall  take  that  quantity  out 
of  the  powder  you  landed  here. 

We  have  two  deserters  here  that  came  from  the  brig  that 
is  at  Block-Island,  they  say  the  ship  Cerberus  has  thirty-two 
eighteen-pounders,  and  two  hundred  men  ;  and  that  tiie  peo- 
ple at  Block-Island  tell  them  all  they  know.  The  ship  sails 
very  fast.     I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun. 

To  Escck  Hopkins,  Esquire,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
American  Fleet,  at  Providence. 


commissioners  for  restoring    peace    in   THE    COLONIES. 

Whitehall,  May  3,  1776. 

The  King  has  been  pleased  to  order  letters  patent  to  be 
passed  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  constituting 
and  appointing  Richard  Ivord  Viscount  Howe,  of  the  King- 
dom of  Ireland,  and  the  Honourable  William  Howe,  Esq., 
Major-General  of  his  Majesty's  forces,  and  General  of  his 
Majesty's  forces  in  North-America  only,  to  be  his  Majesty's 
Commissioners  for  restoring  peace  to  his  Majesty's  Colonies 
and  Plantations  in  North-America,  and  for  granting  pardons 
to  such  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  there,  now  in  rebellion,  as 
shall  deserve  the  Royal  mercy. 

His  Majesty  hath  also  been  pleased  to  appoint  Henry 
Strachy,  Esquire,  to  be  Secretary  of  the  said  Commission. 


WORCESTER    COUNTY    (maRYLANd)    COMMITTEE. 

In  Committee  of  Observation  for  Worcester  County,  5 

May  3,  1776.      5 

In  pursuance  of  the  Resolves  of  the  Convention,  Mr. 
Elijah  Shockhy  made  return  of  his  Company  of  Militia, 
consisting  of  eight  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  fifty 
Privates ;  by  which  return  it  appears  that  the  said  Elijah 
Shockley  is  duly  elected  as  Captain,  James  Johnson  as  First 
Lieutenant,  Stephen  Bacham  as  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Elijah  Carey  as  Ensign,  of  said  Company. 

Signed  by  order :  R.  Dennis,  Clerk. 

To  the  Maryland.  Council  of  Safety. 


SAMUEL    PURVIANCE,  JUN.,  TO   THE  MARYLAND    COUNCIL   OF 
SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  forgot  to  get  from  you  a  copy  of  the  letter 
which  I  wrote  by  Captain  Smith  to  the  gentletnen  of  the 
Baltimore  Committee  when  at  Annapolis.  Please  to  order 
your  clerk  to  lurnish  me  a  copy  thereof  per  return  of  Cap- 
tain Smith ;  which  will  oblige,  gentlemen,  your  humble  ser- 
vant. 


To  the  Council  of  Safety. 


Samuel  Purviance,  Jun. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    HENRY    YOST. 
[No.  140.]  Annapolis,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  November  last  you  contracted  with  the  Council 
of  Safety  for  the  delivery  of  seventy-five  muskets,  with 
worms,  steel  ramrods,  bayonets  with  steel  blades,  &tc.,  on 
or  before  the  1st  of  May,  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  at  the 
city  of  Annapolis,  and  received  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
currency  per  advance.  We  are  now  in  great  want  of  the 
guns,  and  the  time  being  past,  we  request  you  would  let  us 
have  them  as  soon  as  possible,  or  at  least  as  many  as  you 
have  ready ;  they  may  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  Major 
Price,  at  Fredericktown.  We  also  expect  you  will  com- 
ply with  your  further  contract  for  the  delivery  of  twenty-five 
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muskets,  with  like  accoutrements,  at  Georgetown,  per  month; 
the  time  commences  on  the  14lh  of  tliis  instant.  We  are 
much  surprised  that  we  have  not  had  some  guns  dehvered 
us  heretofore  from  your  shop.     We  are,  &.c. 

To  Mr.  Henry  Yost,  Frederick  County. 

MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETV    TO    JOHN    UNSOLB. 
[No.  141.]  Annapolis,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir:  On  the  14th  of  December,  1775,  you  entered  into 
an  engagement  to  make  and  deliver,  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
of  May,  1776,  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  or  their  order, 
at  Georgetoivn  or  Baltimore  town,  eighty  good,  substantial, 
proved  muskets,  three  and  a  half  feet  in  the  ban-el,  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  in  the  bore,  with  double  bridle-locks, 
black-walnut  or  maple  stocks,  and  plain,  strong  brass 
mounting,  bayonets  with  steel  blades  seventeen  inches  long, 
steel  ramrods,  double  screws,  priming  wires  and  brushes 
fitted  thereto,  with  a  pair  of  brass  moulds  to  cast  twelve 
bullets  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  side  to  cast  shot  of 
such  a  size  as  the  musket  will  chamber  three  of  them. 
Twenty-nine  muskets,  very  roughly  made,  with  pickers 
and  wipers,  and  one  bullet  mould,  have  been  delivered  ;  but 
'  not  one  bayonet.  The  residue  of  the  arms,  and  the  bayo- 
nets, &c.,  are  immediately  wanted.  The  Province  has  been 
greatly  disappointed  by  your  non-compliance  with  your  con- 
tract; we  therefore  require  you  will  immediately  send  them, 
on  pain  of  answering  all  the  evil  consequences  that  may 
ensue.     We  are,  &ic. 

To  Mr.  John  Unsold^  Frederick  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY    TO    COLONEL    WARE. 
[No.  148.]  Annapolis,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  leave  Colonel  Ware  entirely  at  large  on  the 
point  of  inoculation ;  we  think  it  the  safest  method  of  taking 
the  small-pox,  but  would  have  him  judge  of  the  risk ;  we 
are  doubtful  tents  cannot  be  provided  lor  some  time.  Cap- 
tain Fulford  comes  up  to  make  some  inquiries  for  us ;  if 
it  lies  in  your  way  to  assist  him,  we  should  be  obliged  to 
you  for  it.     We  are,  &.c. 

To  Colonel  Francis  Ware. 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY  TO  FREDERICK  COUNTY 
COMMITTEE. 

[No.  144.]  Annapolis,  May  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  send  you  enclosed  a  list  of  prisoners 
transmitted  to  us  from  North- Carolina,  who  are  to  be  kept 
in  custody  in  this  Province.  We  request  you  would  make 
the  best  inquiiy  you  can  into  the  circumstances  and  condi- 
tion of  the  persons,  and  have  those  kept  that  you  may  think 
entitled  to  any  indulgence  in  some  room  or  rooms  in  Frede- 
ricktown  under  a  proper  guard  ;  the  others  in  the  publick 
prison  there,  until  the  Tory-House  is  got  ready,  which  we 
hope  will  be  done  soon.  The  Convention  from  North- 
Carolina  have  sent  us  no  state  of  the  prisoners'  particular 
cases,  nor  anything  more  than  we  enclose  you  a  copy  of; 
they  are  to  do  it  soon.  Should  any  of  the  prisoners  incline 
to  hand  any  state  of  their  case  in  writing  to  us,  we  should 
be  obliged  to  you  to  forward  any  such,  and  we  will  consi- 
der the  affair  more  fully  hereafter,  and  give  instructions, 
if  any  be  necessary,  what  further  we  would  have  done. 
The  immediate  expense  will  fall,  we  suppose,  on  this  Pro- 
vince; but  surely  North- Carolina  or  the  Continent  will  re- 
imburse us.     We  are,  &c. 

To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Frederick  County. 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL   OF    SAFETY   TO    COLONEL    MAGRUDER. 
[No.  145.]  Annapolis,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir:  We  request  you  would  appoint  a  proper  guard  to 
convey  the  prisoners  from  North- Carolina  that  will  be  de- 
livered to  you  at  Georgetown,  from  thence  to  Frederick  town, 
there  to  be  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Observation,  to 
whom  we  have  written  on  the  occasion.  The  Province  w  ill 
be  answerable  to  you  for  reasonable  expenses. 
We  are,  iic. 

To  Colonel  Zadock  Magruder. 


COLONEL    HAND    TO    ANDREW    ALLEN. 

[Read  May  4,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr. 
Huntington.] 

Philadelphia,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  through  you  to  inform  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  that,  in  consequence  of  their  resolu- 
tion of  the  15th  ultimo  to  recruit  and  reinlist  the  Rifle  Regi- 
ment, I  have,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  ordered  a  number  of  officers  and  men  on  that  service. 
In  full  confidence  that  the  honourable  Congress  would  be 
pleased  to  advance  a  fund  for  the  purjiose  of  recruiting,  to 
be  deducted  from  the  future  pay  of  the  regiment,  I  liave 
directed  the  officei-s  (who  w  ill  be  here  to-morrow)  to  call 
on  me  for  money.  As  the  country  is  much  drained  of 
men,  and  the  inlisting  for  two  years  a  matter  of  novelty,  we 
will  be  obliged  to  advance  each  man  a  month's  pay  on  his 
inlisting,  which,  for  the  seven  companies  now  to  be  com- 
pleted, will  amount  to  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
forty-seven  pounds  ten  shillings,  Pennsylvania  cuirency, 
allowing  each  man  to  receive  advance  as  private,  exclu- 
sive of  the  sum  allowed  for  inlisting  each  recruit,  and  for 
subsistence  of  the  officers  and  recruits  until  they  join  the 
regiment,  which  I  am  unacquainted  with,  and  beg  the  Con- 
gress will  please  to  ascertain. 

As  arms  are  scarce,  and  those  now  in  the  regiment  are 
the  property  of  the  soldiers,  it  will  be  necessary  to  detain 
those  belonging  to  the  men  that  will  not  re-engage,  and  pay 
them  the  value,  which  will  be  a  charge  against  the  recruits. 
Money  for  this  purpose  I  must  also  request  the  honourable 
Congress  will  be  pleased  to  permit  me  to  draw  for,  as  soon 
as  I  know  the  sum  wanted. 

A  decent  pride  being  one  of  the  most  necessary  consti- 
tuents of  a  soldier,  and  as  nothing  contributes  more  to  a 
man's  good  opinion  of  himself  than  dress,  I  tnist  that  the 
Congress  will  advance  me  a  sum  sufficient  to  purchase  a 
complete  uniform  dress  for  the  Rifle  Regiment.  I  am  con- 
vinced it  will  be  of  great  utility,  and  contribute  much  to  the 
good  of  the  service ;  and  as  it  will  be  deducted  by  easy 
stoppages  from  their  pay  the  ensuing  year,  the  Continent 
can  suffer  no  loss. 

As  at  the  time  the  Rifle  Regiment  was  raised  the  Con- 
gress thought  it  proper  to  allow  no  more  than  one  drummer 
or  fifer  to  a  company,  and  as  the  regiments  since  raised 
are  allowed  a  drummer  and  a  fifer  to  each  company, 
which  is  absolutely  necessary ;  I  therefore  pray  that  I  may 
have  the  same  indulgence. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  his  Excellency  has  laid  his  com- 
mands upon  me  to  use  the  utmost  diligence  in  recruiting ; 
and  that  I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  Edward  Hand, 

Colonel  of  First  Continental  Regiment. 
To  Andrew  Allen,  Esq.,  in  Continental  Congress. 


PENNSYLVANIA    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY   TO    PRESIDENT    OF 
CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  3,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr. 

Sergeant.] 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  May  3, 1776. 

Sir  :  This  Committee  having  considered  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Ostvell  Eve,  are  of  opinion  it  should  be  laid  before  the 
honourable  Congress ;  and  they  take  the  liberty  of  sending  it 
to  you  for  that  purpose ;  at  the  same  time,  they  certify  that 
Mr.  Eve  has  at  diffiirent  times,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
this  Board,  shown  his  works  and  improvements  to  such  gen- 
tlemen as  were  appointed  from  this  and  the  neighbouring 
Colonies  to  view  the  same. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

John  Nixon,  Chairman. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    COLONEL    WTNKOOP. 

New-York,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir:  Since  the  Adjutant-General's  letter  to  you  of  the 
1st  instant,  I  have  received  from  the  Committee  of  Safety 
a  note  of  the  companies  belonging  to  each  regiment,  and 
the  places  where  they  are  stationed ;  by  which  I  find  that 
four  of  the  companies  belonging  to  Colonel  Clintoii's  Regi- 
ment are  at  Foi-t  Montgomery  and  Fort  Constitution,  which 
will  answer  the  purpose  intended  when  the  order  was  sent 
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to  you  to  repair  thither,  which  order  I  now  think  proper  to 
countermand,  as  1  have  received  by  express  fi-oni  General 
Schuyler  a  letter,  wherein  he  mentions  the  necessity  of 
having  a  regiment  stationed  on  the  communication  between 
AUxtny  and  Canada;  you  will  therefore,  sir,  on  receipt 
hereof  repair  to  Albany,  and  obey  such  orders  as  you  may 
receive  from  General  Schuyler  respecting  your  regiment. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  Colonel  Wyrikoop. 


GENERAL  WASHINGTON  TO  GENERAL  SCHUYLER. 

INew-York,  Moy  3, 1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  your  favour  of  the  27th  ultimo 
yesterday  evening,  with  its  several  enclosures ;  and  in  part 
answer  thereto,  reliir  you  to  mine  of  the  i29th,  which  pro- 
bably will  have  come  to  hand  ere  now.  But  lest  any 
accident  has  prevented  it,  I  will  again  inform  you  that,  in 
obedience  to  an  order  of  Congress,  1  have  detached  six 
more  regiments,  under  General  Sullivan,  in  addition  to 
those  under  General  Thompson,  to  reinforce  our  Anny  in 
Canada;  all  of  which,  except  a  few  companies,  are  em- 
barked ;  and  as  the  situation  of  our  affairs  in  that  quarter  is 
not  so  promising  as  we  could  wish,  and  an  early  arrival  of 
them  may  be  of  infinite  advantage  to  us,  I  shall  repeat 
my  request,  and  in  full  confidence  trust,  that  you  will  do 
everything  in  your  power  to  hasten  their  inarch.  I  have 
sent  forward  with  them  sixty  barrels  of  powder,  w  hich  is  all 
that  can  be  spared  from  hence  at  this  time,  which  1  hope 
will  arrive  sale.  The  Commissary  1  have  been  importunate 
witii ;  he  tells  me  eight  hundred  barrels  of  pork  are  gone 
to  Albany,  and  that  he  every  day  expects  a  further  quantity 
from  Connecticut,  which  he  will  order  to  you  as  soon  as  it 
comes,  without  stopping  here.  You  will  also  receive  three 
boxes  of  money,  said  to  contain  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  which,  from  my  letter  from  Congress  accompanying 
them,  are  for  Canada :  yours  probably  w  ill  be  more  parti- 
cular. But  I  should  think,  my  dear  sir,  if  the  whole  will 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  tnxjps  and  the  claims 
there,  (though  some  of  it  might  be  intended  for  you,)  that 
it  will  be  advisable  to  send  it  forward.  You  will  have  it  in 
your  power  to  get  a  further  supply  before  long  to  satisfy 
your  engagements ;  those  in  Canada,  either  with  our  men 
or  others,  should  not  remain  unpaid  at  tliis  critical  and  in- 
teresting period  ;  you,  however,  w  ill  be  better  able  to  judge 
what  should  be  done  in  this  instance  than  I  possibly  can. 
With  respect  to  your  military  chest,  when  replenished,  1  see 
no  impropriety  in  your  giving  warrants  as  usual ;  it  seems 
to  be  necessary,  and  of  consequence  must  have  ray  appro- 
bation. 

The  Quartermaster  has  forwarded  a  parcel  of  intrenching 
tools  and  other  necessaries,  with  about  five  hundred  tents, 
the  latter  to  be  equally  and  properly  distributed  among  this 
last  detachment:  no  more  can  be  had  at  this  time.  You 
will  also  receive  the  chain  which  General  Lee  ordered, 
which  I  think  should  be  sent  to  and  fixed  at  the  place  it  is 
designed  for  with  all  possible  expedition  :  it  may  be  of  great 
service  and  benefit.  In  respect  to  sailors  to  cruise  and  pass 
in  the  lakes,  on  the  24th  ultimo  I  gave  a  warrant  to  a  Cap- 
tain Jacobus  Wynkoop,  for  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  and 
two-thirds  dollars,  for  a  month's  advance  pay  for  himself, 
officers,  and  men,  who  are  engaged  in  that  service ;  of  this 
I  then  advised  you,  and  of  their  different  pay,  that  you 
might  take  an  account  of  it,  and  know  what  they  are  to 
receive  in  future. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  you  should  have  been  so  indis- 
lK)sed.  I  had  hoped  you  would  get  perfectly  restored,  so  as 
not  only  to  have  seen  the  end  of  this  campaign,  but  your  great 
labour  and  unwearied  assiduity  in  the  cause  of  your  country 
crowned  with  success  and  the  blessings  of  freedom.  You 
have  my  most  fervent  wishes  for  it. 

I  have  just  received  an  arrangement  of  the  companies 
allotted  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  Colonels  Wynkoop 
and  Clinton  for  their  regiments,  a  copy  of  which  you  have 
enclosed,  by  which  you  will  see  they  are  differently  arranged 
from  what  you  expected  or  I  knew ;  I  have  therefore  coun- 
termanded an  order  which  was  issued  to  Colonel  Wynkoop 
before,  and  directed  him  (the  companies  at  Albany  beingjn 
his  regiment)  to  repair  immediately  to  you  for  such  direc- 
tions and  orders  respecting  his  regiment  as  you  may  judge 


necessary  to  give.  This  you  will  employ  at  the  posts  you 
mentioned  for  the  communication.  I  can  spare  no  more 
from  hence,  the  ten  regiments  already  detailed  having 
weakened  us  here  too  much.  The  four  companies  of  Co- 
lonel Clinton's  Regiment  at  the  Highland  fortifications  I 
intend  shall  remain  there,  for  carrying  on  and  garrisoning 
those  works,  and  wiiich  will  be  joined  by  another.  Those 
on  Long-Island  \\  ill  be  kept  there. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sentiments  of  great  respect,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant,  ^^^^^^  Washington. 

To  General  Schuyler. 

peter   T.    CURTENIUS    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  May  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  no  bed-cases,  nor  cartouch-boxes, 
&.C.  These  articles  are  in  possession  of  Mr.  Roorback  and 
Nortvood,  who  are  not  authorized  to  deliver  any  to  my 
orders  ;  therefore  Captain  Jackson  w  ill  require  an  order  on 
each  of  them  for  what  he  will  want. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Peter  T.  Curtenius. 
To  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

N.  B.  One  bed-case  for  two  men  is  the  allowance. 

Messrs.  Secretaries:  Please  to  remember,  when  you 
make  out  orders,  that  Norwood  has  the  guns  and  pouches, 
and  Roorback  the  bed-cases,  irons,  trammels,  pails,  shovels, 

and  tongs. 


extract  of  a  letter  to  a  gentleman  in  PHILADELPHIA, 
DATED  NEW-YORK,  [maY  3,]    1776. 

Soon  after  I  received  your  letter,  I  sent  for  Colonel  Sears, 
Mr.  John  Smith,  and  some  othere,  whom  I  knew  to  be 
staunch,  to  spend  an  evening  with  me,  that  I  might  con- 
verse with  them  upon  the  subject.  It  would  not  do  to  show 
your  letter,  or  even  hint  that  I  had  recei\ed  it ;  but  an  op- 
portunity for  introducing  the  subject  soon  offered.  A  Cap- 
tain of  my  guard  came  and  reported  that  the  Committee  of 
Safety  had  sent  some  persons  to  the  main  guard,  who  had 
no  complaint  lodged  against  them.  I  immediately  sent  to 
the  Committee,  and  they  sent  a  Sub-Committee  to  wait 
u])on  me.  I  asked  them  what  charge  they  had  to  lay 
against  the  piisoners.  They  infonned  me,  one  was  a  Col- 
lector, who  had  not  accounted  for  the  money  he  had  col- 
lected, and  had  abused  their  Congress ;  tlie  others  were  in 
for  diiierent  crimes.  I  told  them  that  I  could  by  no  means 
consent  to  have  free  citizens  subjected  to  trials  by  Court- 
Martial ;  they  must  try  diem  by  proper  courts,  if  such  there 
were ;  and  if  not,  the  offenders  must  run  at  large  till  neces- 
sity obliged  them  to  constitute  the  proper  courts.  This 
opened  the  door  for  me,  and  I  took  advantage  of  it.  The 
Sub-Committee  thanked  me  for  my  care  over  tlie  liberties  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  and  owned  the  necessity  of  taking  up 
Government.  Sears,  Smith,  &.C.,  were  strongly  of  that 
opinion,  and  all  went  home  perfectly  satisfied,  and  without 
suspecting  the  conversation  was  anything  "more  than  acci- 
dental. 

The  next  day  Greene  and  I  were  ordered  to  the  jail,  to 
see  some  jjiisoners  of  war.  There  I  found  some  persons  in 
for  robbery,  and  one  for  murder.  As  I  found  I  had  good 
success  in  the  beginning,  I  determined  to  keep  on,  and  fre- 
quently took  occasion  to  mention  the  great  difficulty  which 
must  attend  their  present  state  ;  that  it  would  be  tyrannical 
to  execute  those  persons  without  a  trial ;  to  try  and  execute 
them  by  process,  in  the  name  of  a  King  with  whom  we 
were  at  war,  would  be  absurd ;  and  if  neither  of  these 
methods  were  takers  they  must,  whether  guilty  or  not,  suf- 
fer perpetual  imprisonment.  The  argument  took  effect ; 
and  even  Tories  themselves  acknowledged  it  was  best  to 
take  up  Government  till  reconciliation  should  take  place. 
This  doArine  pleased  me  well ;  for  I  knew  if  Govemnsent 
was  once  assumed,  upon  whatever  motives,  they  would  find 
that  the  Rubicon  was  passed,  and  that  they  could  never  re- 
turn to  their  ancient  form. 

I  then,  by  the  advice  of  my  Privy  Council,  drew  up  a 
piece  purporting  to  be  a  Petition  to  the  Conmiittee  of  Safety, 
to  request  leave  from  the  Continental  Congress  to  take  up 
Government.  This  piece  1  enclose  you  ;  and  though  badly  . 
written,  it  steers  so  directly  between  Whigism  and  Toryism, 
that  no  person  can  tell  whether  it  was  drawn  by  a  Whig  or 
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Tory.  My  Privy  Council  informed  me  that  it  had  the  de- 
sired effect.  The  Whigs  were  fond  of  it,  because,  if  it  tooic 
effect,  their  point  was  carried,  and  no  retreat  could  ever  take 
place ;  the  Tories  were  fond  of  it,  because  it  held  up  the 
damned  reconciliation  they  were  seeking  after. 

Being  well  informed  of  my  success,  I  thought  it  time  to 
sound  our  Colonel.  -I  sent  for  him.  We  convei-sed  freely 
upon  the  matter  of  taking  up  Government.  He  owned  the 
necessity  of  it,  and  said  it  would  be  carried  into  execution, 
at  all  events,  at  the  meeting  of  their  Convention.  He  in- 
formed me  that  almost  every  person  began  to  see  the  neces- 
sity; and  that  the  instmctions  then  drawing  up  for  their  Dele- 
gates mentioned  nothing  about  effecting  a  reconciliation,  but 
to  protect  and  defend  America.  When  I  found  him  in  the 
true  way  to  happiness,  I  dismissed  him  and  attacked  others. 
To  Tories,  I  painted  the  evils  attending  their  present  state  ; 
to  Whigs,  I  held  up  the  advantage  of  seizing  the  precious 
moment.  I  soon  Ibund  my  party  increase  with  surprising 
rapidity. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 

of  New-York. 
TTie  Petition  of  Henry  Dawkins,  a  Prisoner  now  in  cus- 
todtj,  in  behalf  of  an  order  from  the  said.  Congress,  hum- 
bly showeth : 

That  your  Petitioner,  understanding  that  a  certain  Philip 
Youngs  is  apprehended  on  account  of  being  concerned  with 
your  unfortunate  Petitioner  in  counterfeiting  the  Continental 
and  other  money ;  in  order  to  protect  the  innocent,  feels 
bound,  by  all  the  ties  of  humanity  and  conscience,  to  de- 
clare that  the  said  Philip  Youngs  hath  never,  directly  or 
indirectly,  been  concerned  in  the  aforesaid  counterieiting, 
printing,  or  passing  of  the  said  bills ;  and  that  all  informa- 
tion on  that  account  is  absolutely  groundless,  as  your  Peti- 
tioner declared  the  same  to  Captain  Wool,  at  the  house  of 
Nathaniel  IViUiams,  at  Huntington,  on  the  Sunday  your  Pe- 
titioner was  apprehended.  Your  Petitioner  therefore  hum- 
bly hopes  that  the  Congress  will  consider  the  matter,  and 
discharge  the  said  Philip  Youngs  from  his  confinement ; 
which  obligation  shall  ever  be  acknowledged  by  the  Con- 
gress's distressed,  humble  servant,         tt  t-v 

•  Old  City-Hall,  May  3,  1776. 

To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  the  Province  of  New-  York. 


are  not  friendly ;  but  I  believe  they  will  not  act  against  us, 
from  prudential  motives,  and  I  cannot  think  we  have  any- 
thing to  fear  from  the  others. 

Mr.  Douw  is  purchasing  goods  at  Albany,  for  the  Indians 
now  there.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  be  done,  that  they 
may  go  home  well  satisfied. 

Some  of  the  people  mentioned  in  the  affidavit  I  did  my- 
self the  honour  to  transmit  you  in  my  last,  have  been  appre- 
hended and  lodged  in  Jail  at  Albany.  I  cannot  learn  that 
they  had  much  success  in  procuring  adherents. 

The  Commissioners  arrived  at  St.  Johi's  on  the  27th ; 
and,  on  the  28lh  ultimo,  twenty-four  batteaus,  with  troops, 
&,c.,  &ic.,  had  already  arrived,  and  the  othere  were  mo- 
mently expected.  I  believe  the  whole  are  now  before  Qwe- 
beck. 

I  have  found  myself  under  the  necessity  of  building  a 
number  of  batteaus,  far  exceeding  what  Congress  ordered. 
One  hundred  and  thirty  are  now  built,  and  I  propose  to 
complete  them  to  two  hundred  ;  but  if  more  troops  should 
be  sent,  «ven  that  number  will  be  insufficient. 

Commodore  Douglass  is  not  arrived,  nor  is  a  single  sailor 
come  up ;  so  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  on  the  provi- 
sions in  batteaus  from  hence  to  St.  John^s;  and  for  this 
arduous  service,  I  have  only  seventy  men  of  the  troops 
raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  the  others  being  not 
yet  come  up,  if  raised,  which  I  much  doubt. 

I  am  perfectly  recovered  of  the  ague,  and  liope  to  be 
able  to  endure  any  fatigue,  and  to  go  through  any  service  I 
may  be  called  to. 

I  am,  with  the  most  unfeigned  respect  and  esteem,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  May   14,  1776.     Rcferjred  to  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
Mr.  J.  Adams.] 

Fort  George,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  just  now  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the 
20th  of  April,  enclosing  sundfy  resolutions  of  Congress, 
which  I  shall  minutely  attend  to,  as  far  as  I  may  be  able. 

The  lead  found  at  Crown-Point,  I  have  been  under  the 
necessity  of  ordering  to  Canada.  It  did  not  exceed  three 
tons  and  a  half,  and  no  more  can  be  procured  there.  We 
have  not  ten  pounds  either  in  Albany,  Ticonderoga,  Crown- 
Point,  or  this  place,  and  we  should  not  be  long  left  desti- 
tute of  so  necessary  an  article. 

The  want  of  money  to  pay  our  debts,  the  scarcity  of 
forage,  and  the  immense  quantity  of  baggage  with  which 
our  troops  encumber  themselves,  are  so  many  sources  of  in- 
expressible distress  to  me.  I  fear  that,  notwithstanding 
every  possible  exertion,  the  Army  in  Canada  will  suffer,  as 
the  pork  comes  very  slowly  from  Albany.  "  The  people  in 
general,"  as  Mr.  Livingston,  in  a  letter  of  the  1st  instant, 
observes,  "  are  resolved  not  to  ride  until  they  are  paid  off. 
Some  thousands  are  now  owing  to  them,  and  they  have  not 
wherewith  to  purchase  provender."  I  shall  hasten  to  Alba- 
ny the  moment  I  have  seen  General  Thompson  from  hence, 
and  I  hope  to  meet  with  some  better  success  in  forwarding 
provisions,  as  I  have  requested  Mr.  Livingston  to  signify  to 
the  people  that  money  is  on  the  way  from  Philadelphia, 
which  I  hope  may  prove  true. 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  there  is  any  just  foundation  for 
the  fears  entertained  by  the  people  of  New-Jersey.  About 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Indians  are  now  at  Albany,  and  I 
cannot  believe  that  any  hostilities  will  be  commenced  by 
Others  while  they  remain  there.    The  Senecas  and  Cayuga^ 


GENERAL    SCHITYLER  TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  May  3,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  address 
your  Excellency,  on  the  27th  ultimo,  I  have  had  no  intelli- 
gence from  Qiiebeck. 

John  Carroll,  in  a  letter  of  the  28th  April,  dated  at  St. 
John's,  has  advised  me  of  the  safe  arrival  of  hhnself  and 
his  brothei-s,  the  Commissioners,  at  that  place  on  the  pre- 
ceding day.  He  adds,  that  twenty-four  batteaus,  with 
troops,  had  already  passed  that  place,  and  that  the  remain- 
der were  momently  expected,  as  the  wind  was  fair.  It  con- 
tinued so  the  29th  and  30th,  so  that  I  have  great  reason  to 
believe  the  whole,  together  with  the  heavy  cannon,  are 
arrived  before  ^uebeck. 

In  hopes  of  a  supply  of  ammunition  from  below,  I  sent 
on  all  that  was  here,  and  at  every  other  post.  Mr.  Wisner, 
in  a  letter  of  the  29th  April,  informs  me  that  I  may  imme- 
diately expect  about  three  tons  of  powder.  I  will  detain  no 
more  here  than  what  may  barely  suffice,  and  send  the  rest 
on  to  Canada.  Your  Excellency  will  please  to  order  some 
lead  to  be  forwarded  to  me. 

Colonels  Greaton  and  Patterson's  Regiments  are  arrived 
at  Ticonderoga ;  the  former  is  to  move  thence  to-day,  and 
the  latter  to-morrow.  Colonel  Bond's  arrived  here  last  even- 
ing, and  crosses  Lake  George  to-day.  Colonel  Poor's,  which 
1  expect  to-morrow,  will  not  be  detained  a  moment.  I  shall 
attend  General  Thompson  to  Ticonderoga,  and  arrange  mat- 
ters in  tlmt  quarter,  and  then  hasten  to  Albany,  to  push  on 
pork,  which  comes  on  very  slowly,  as  the  wagonei-s  refuse 
to  ride  until  they  are  paid  off.  and  we  have  not  a  farthing  of 
money.  I  have  written  to  Philadelphia  for  it,  but  I  fear  the 
service  will  suffer  before  I  can  procure  it  from  thence.  Is  it 
not  possible  to  send  some  from  the  military  chest  with  you  ? 

Besides  several  deserters  which  we  have  in  custody.  Cap- 
tain Romans  and  some  of  his  men  are  expected  here,  against 
whom  heavy  and  numerous  complaints  are  lodged  by  the 
inhabitants,  and  I  fear  too  well  founded.  On  the  former,  I 
am  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  Courts-Martial  to  sit, 
although  I  know  it  is  not  strictly  military,  whilst  your  Ex- 
cellency is  in  this  Department ;  but  the  occasion,  I  hope, 
will  excuse  me  with  you.  I  wish  some  direction  for  my 
future  conduct  in  such  cases. 

Our  Army  in  Canada  will  expend  near  fifty  barrels  of 
pork  per  day ;  and  before  any  fresh  provisions  can  be  pro- 
cured there,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  seven  tliousand  bar- 
rels of  pork,  which  they  will  expend. 
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I  have  not  heard  anything  from  Colonel  Wynkoop.    I  had 
hiin  much  at  Ticonderoga. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  compliments  to  the  gentlemen 
of  your  suite. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  every  affectionate  wish,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Sic,  &.c. 


PHILIP    SHEARMAN    TO    ADMIRAL   HOPKINS. 

Dartmouth,  May  .3,  1776. 

Sir:  We  received  yours  of  the  18th  March,  per  Captain 
Jennc,  together  with  the  guns  and  shot.  Permit  us  to  re- 
turn you  our  sincere  thanks  for  your  publick  services,  and 
in  a  particular  manner  for  those  necessary  engines  of  de- 
fence sent  us  by  Captain  Jenne.  The  shot  which  will  not 
answer  for  us,  we  shall  convey,  by  the  first  opportunity, 
eitlier  to  Providence  or  Ilowland's  FeiTi/. 

We  are  your  and  the  country's  most  obedient  and  hum- 
ble servants. 

Signed  in  and  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection 
for  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  by 

Philip  Shearman,  Clerk. 

To  Commodore  Eseck  Hopkim,  on  board  the  Ship  Alfred. 


GENERAL    WARD    TO    COLONEL    WARREN. 

Boston,  May  3,  1776. 

Sib  :  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  this  morn- 
ing from  Mr.  Derby.  If  the  General  Court  should  send  an 
express  to  Congress,  I  should  be  very  desirous  that  he  might 
come  through  Boston,  to  carry  my  despatches  to  the  south- 
ward. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  Colonel  Warren,  Watertown. 

Ipswich,  May  2,  1776—5  o'clock  P.  M. 

Sir  :  I  am  now  on  my  way  from  Newburyport  to  Salem, 
from  whence  I  proposed  sending  the  following  advice  per 
express ;  but  meeting  with  an  ojipoitunity  by  one  of  your 
officers,  I  embrace  it,  and  inform  you  tliat  about  two  o'clock 
this  afternoon  Captain  John  Lee  arrived  at  Newbury,  from 
Bilboa,  in  twenty-nine  days,  and  informed  me  that  on  the 
14th  of  last  month,  in  longitude  forty-five  from  London,  he 
spoke  a  vessel  from  Flymouth  in  England,  who  informed 
liim  that,  three  days  before,  he  parted  with  a  fleet  of  sixty 
sail  of  transports,  bound  for  Boston,  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Lord  fZou'e,  having  on  board  twelve  thousand  Hes- 
sian troops.  He  saw  and  read  the  London  papers  down  to 
the  12th  March,  from  which,  and  by  the  Captain  of  the 
vessel,  he  learned  that  there  were  twenty-seven  Commis- 
sioners on  board  this  fleet,  and  that  they  were  directed  if 
possible  to  adjust  matters  ;  if  not,  they  were  ordered  to  risk 
everything  to  penetrate  into  the  country,  if  not  able  to  effect 
this,  then  to  burn  and  destroy  all  in  their  power. 

Burgoyne  was  near  sailing,  with  four  thousand  Hanove- 
rians, for  Quebeck,  and  a  number  of  regiments  are  gone  to 
the  Southern  Colonies.  The  Ministry  had  quieted  the 
Prussian  Monarch  by  paying  him  all  his  demands.  France 
and  Spain  had  objected  against  any  Riissians  coming  this 
way.  This  is  the  purport  of  what  I  had  from  the  Captain, 
who  is  a  man  of  veracity.  I  advised  the  gentlemen  at  A'ew- 
bury  to  collect  what  further  they  could  and  inform  you. 
Please  inform  the  Court  of  this  matter. 

I  am,  &.C.  Richard  Derby,  Jun. 

To  General  Ward. 

P.  S.  Captain  Lee  could  not  obtain  leave  to  bring  any 
Fjiglish  papers,  but  only  to  read  them. 

GENERAL    WARD    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir:  Yesterday  afternoon  a  vessel  arrived  at  JSewbury 
from  Bilboa,  in  twenty-nine  days,  the  CajJtain  of  which 
informs  that,  on  the  14th  oi  April,  in  longitude  forty-five 
from  London,  he  spoke  a  vessel  from  Plymouth  in  England, 
who  informed  him  that,  three  days  before,  he  parted  with 
a  fleet  of  sixty  sail  of  transports,  bound  for  Boston,  under 
the  command  of  Admiral  Howe,  having  on  board  twelve 


thousand  Hessian  troops ;  that  twenty-seven  Commissioners 
were  on  board  this  fleet  ;  that  they  were  directed,  if  possi- 
ble, to  adjust  matters  with  the  Colonies  ;  if  not,  to  penetrate, 
at  the  risk  of  everything,  into  the  country  ;  if  this  could  not 
be  effected,  then  to  bum  and  destroy  all  in  their  power. 
That  General  Burgoyne  was  near  sailing  with  four  thousand 
Hanoverians  for  (Quebeck ;  that  a  number  of  regiments  are 
gone  to  the  Southern  Colonies ;  that  the  King  of  Prussia 
was  made  quiet  by  having  all  his  demands  complied  with  ; 
and  that  France  and  Spain  had  objected  against  any  Bus- 
sians  coming  to  America. 

Commodore  Manly  declines  going  on  another  cniLse  until 
he  has  a  larger  ship ;  and  he  says  he  cannot  recommend  his 
First  Lieutenant  for  the  command  of  the  vessel  he  last 
sailed  in. 

Frequent  applications  are  made  to  me  to  appoint  Com- 
manders of  the  privateers,  and  for  other  matters,  which  no 
person  here  is  authorized  to  transact. 

I  am,  in  great  haste,  your  Excellency's  obedient  humble 

^<""^""^'  Artemas  Ward. 

To  General  Washington. 

THOMAS    GUSHING    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Watertown,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  order  of  a  Committee  of  the  General  Court  of 
this  Colony,  whereof  I  have  the  honour  to  be  Chairman,  I 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  piece  of  intelligence  which  is  of  the 
greatest  iinportance,  received  by  Captain  John  Lee,  a  gen- 
tleman who  may  be  depended  upon.  We  would  humbly 
submit  it  to  your  Excellency  whether,  as  the  British  troops 
left  this  Colony  in  disgrace,  they  will  not  return  here  to  re- 
trieve their  character.  On  this  occasion  we  take  leave  to 
suggest  to  your  consideration  whether  it  would  not,  consider- 
ing the  number  which  are  gone  out  of  this  Colony,  be  for 
the  publick  safety  to  reinforce  the  detachment  under  Gen- 
eral Ward's  command  as  soon  as  may  be,  as  the  regiments 
under  his  command  are  by  no  means  full. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  humble 

^^'■^'^"''  Thomas  Gushing. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

[At  the  bottom  of  the  Letter,  in  Washinglori'ii  hand,  and  written 
with  a  pencil,  are  these  words :] 

General  Washington  would  remark  on  this  letter,  that  one 
of  the  five  Regiments  left  at  Boston  was  complete,  and  that 
the  other  four  contained  the  average  of  those  brought  away. 


THOMAS    CUSHING    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  10,  1776,  and  referred  to  the  (Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Eastern  Colonies.] 

Watertown,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  The  General  Court  of  this  Colony  have  appointed  a 
Committee,  whereof  I  have  the  honour  to  be  Chairman,  to 
give  you  the  following  interesting  intelligence: 

Captain  John  Lee,  a  gentleman  who  may  be  depended 
upon,  arrived  at  ISeu-bury  on  the  2d  instant,  in  twenty-nine 
days  from  Bilboa,  and  gives  information,  that  on  the  15th 
of  April  he  fell  in  with  a  brig  from  Plymouth,  bound  to 
Newfoundland,  the  master  of  which  informed  him  that,  three 
days  before,  he  parted  with  a  fleet  of  sixty  sail  of  trans- 
ports, under  the  command  of  Lord  Howe,  having  on  board 
twelve  thousand  Hessians,  bound  to  Boston,  together  with 
twenty-seven  Commissionei-s  ;  that  General  Burgoyne,  with 
four  thousand  Hanoverians,  sailed,  or  was  to  sail,  about  the 
same  time  for  (Quebeck.  Lee  says  he  read  the  English 
l)apers  on  board  the  brig,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  Par- 
liament had  voted  to  pay  foreign  troops ;  and  that  the  King 
of  Prussia's  demands  on  Britain  were  complied  w  ith  ;  that 
the  people  of  England  were  very  desirous  of  a  settlement ; 
and  that  the  Commissioners  were  to  use  their  utmost  en- 
deavours to  effect  it,  which,  if  they  failed  in,  the  forces  were 
to  lay  waste  the  whole  country,  if  they  could. 

Mr.  Guardoqui,  of  Bilboa,  by  his  letter,  dated  27th 
March  last,  writes  to  Isaac  Smith,  Esq.,  by  Captain  Lee, 
in  these  words :  "  No  other  news  from  England,  but  that 
seventeen  thousand  three  hundred  German  troops  were 
going  to  Boston  and  Quebeck,  some  of  which  were  embark- 
ing about  three  weeks  ago." 

This  intelligence  appears  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
this  Colony  too  important  to  the  whole  Continent  not  to  be 
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forwarded  to  3'ou  by  express.  Where  these  troops  will 
endeavour  to  begin  their  ravages  is  uncertain ;  but  as  the 
British  arms  were  brought  into  disgrace  by  General  Ilowe^s 
being  compelled  to  abandon  this  Colony,  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  they  will  endeavour  to  regain  their  honour  in 
the  place  where  they  lost  it.  And  we  should  be  guilty  of 
injustice,  as  well  to  the  other  United  Colonies  as  to  this,  if 
we  should  not  inform  your  Honours,  that  this  Colony  is  by 
no  means  in  a  good  state  of  defence,  a  great  number  of 
our  arms  being  carried  away  in  the  Continental  Army,  and 
to  Canada ;  and  our  powder,  which  we  supplied  the  Army 
with,  being  eight  tons  at  least,  not  being  replaced,  where- 
fore we  cannot  have  that  dependance  on  our  Militia  which 
we  otherwise  should  have  ;  and  the  detachment  of  Continen- 
tal forces  under  General  IVard's  command  being,  as  we 
apprehend,  insufficient  to  repel  a  heavy  attack,  there  being 
but  five  regiments,  and  they  not  half  full. 

We  are  by  no  means  solicitous  about  the  particular  inte- 
rest of  this  Colony  ;  nor  do  we  wish  ourselves  to  be  excused 
from  being  the  more  immediate  object  of  their  relentless 
rage ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  the  publick  cause,  we  wish  our- 
selves in  a  situation  fit  to  receive  them  with  that  spirit  which 
they  have  been  taught  to  expect  in  men  fighting  for  the  free- 
dom of  Ameiica.  The  attention  which  the  Congress  has 
shown  to  the  safety  of  this  Colony,  as  well  as  the  whole  of 
the  United  Colonies,  gives  us  reason  to  hope  that  they  will 
neglect  nothing  that  can  tend  to  our  relief  and  protection. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  to  the  Congress,  your  most 

obedient  humble  servant,  rr<  r< 

'  Ihomas  Cushing. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

Salem,  Thursday  Evening,  9  o'clock,  May  2,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Salem  liave  this  moment  received  the 
following  intelligence  by  Richard  Derby,  Jun.,  from  New- 
buryport,  who  says  that  he  this  day,  about  one  o'clock, 
talked  with  Captain  John  Lee,  then  just  arrived,  in  twenty- 
nine  days  from  Bilboa,  who  says  that  on  the  15th  of  April, 
he  fell  in  with  and  was  on  board  a  brig  from  Plymouth,  in 
England,  bound  to  Newfoundland,  the  master  of  which 
informed  him  that,  three  days  before,  he  parted  with  a  fleet 
of  sixty  sail  of  transports,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Howe,  having  on  board  twelve  thousand  Hessians,  bound  to 
Boston,  together  with  twenty-seven  Commissioners.  That 
General  Burgoyne,  with  four  thousand  Hanoverians,  sailed, 
or  was  to  sail,  about  the  same  time  with  the  fleet  above- 
mentioned,  to  go  to  Quebeck.  That  he  (said  Lee)  read  the 
English  papers  on  board  the  brig,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
the  Parliament  had  voted  pay  for  the  foreign  troops ;  that 
the  King  of  Prussia's  demands  on  Great  Britain  had  been 
paid ;  that  the  people  in  England  were  greatly  desirous  of 
a  settlement,  and  that  the  Commissioners  were  to  use  their 
utmost  efibrts  to  that  end,  which  failing,  the  troops  were  to 
lay  waste  the  country,  if  in  their  power. 

baac  Smith,  Esq.,  showed  us  a  letter  from  Mr.  Guardo- 
qui,  (brought  by  Lee,)  in  which  is  the  following  paragraph : 

"  No  other  news  from  England,  but  that  seventeen  thou- 
sand three  hundred  German  troops  were  going  to  Boston 
and  Canada,  some  of  which  were  embarking  about  three 
weeks  ago.  May  God  preserve  you,  is  the  hearty  wish  of 
"Joseph  Guardo^ui  k.  Son." 

Dated  Bilboa,  March  27,  1776. — Directed  to  Isaac 
Smith,  Esq. 

The  foregoing  intelligence  the  Committee  of  Safety 
thought  it  their  duty  to  communicate  by  express  to  the 
honourable  Court. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

TiMOTHif  Pickering,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  the  General  Court  of  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts-Bay. 


THOMAS  CUSHING  TO  THE  GOVERNOURS  OF  RHODE-ISLAND 
AND  CONNECTICUT,  AND  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  COUNCIL 
OF    NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

Watertown,  May  3,  1776. 

Sirs  :  By  order  of  a  Committee  of  the  General  Court  of 
this  Colony,  whereof  I  have  the  honour  to  be  Chairman,  I 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  piece  of  intelligence  which  may  be 
depended  upon.  As  the  British  troojis  were  driven  in  a 
hasty  maimer  from  this  Colony,  we  think  we  liave  reason  to 


expect  that  they  will  endeavour  to  retrieve  their  character 
in  the  same  place ;  we  therefore  ardently  wish  that  you 
would  hold  a  number  of  Militia  Regiments  in  readiness  to 
reinforce  us,  or  to  give  us  the  same  assistance  you  may  de- 
pend upon  from  us,  should  the  attack  be  made  on  your 
Colony. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  humble  sei-vant,. 

Thomas  Cushing. 


LORD    GEORGE    CERMAINE    TO    GENERAL    HOWE. 

Whitehall,  May  3,  1776. 

Sir  :  Mr.  Brown,  to  whom  you  intrusted  your  important 
despatch  to  Ijord  Dartmouth,  of  the  21st  of  March,  arrived 
here  this  afternoon,  and  I  immediately  laid  it  before  tho 
King. 

The  enclosed  duplicates  of  the  letters  which  have  been 
written  to  you  since  that  from  Lord  Dartmouth,  of  the  22d 
October,  which  you  say  was  the  last  you  had  received,  and 
the  copies  which  I  also  send  you  of  Mr.  Robinson's  letters, 
will  show  that  every  possible  attention  has  been  given  to 
your  situation,  as  well  in  explaining  to  you  the  measures 
which  had  been  taken  for  an  early  reinforcement  of  your 
Army,  as  in  sending  out  ample  supplies  of  provisions  and 
stores  of  every  sort. 

The  miscarriage  of  the  despatches  has  been  very  unfor- 
tunate, and  your  not  having  received  supplies  would  have 
been  fatal,  but  for  the  step  you  very  prudently  took  of  with- 
drawing from  the  town  of  Boston,  which,  under  the  circum- 
stances you  have  stated,  is  a  measure  very  much  approved 
by  the  King,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  you  have  given 
the  fullest  proof  of  his  Majesty's  wisdom  and  discernment, 
in  the  choice  of  so  able  and  brave  an  officer  to  command 
his  troops  in  America. 

You  will  see  by  my  despatch  to  you  of  the  18th  of  iVo- 
vember,*  6th  and  27th  of  December,  f  5th  of  Jamiary,  | 
1st  and  1th  of  February,  \\  28th  of  March,  ^  and  27th  of 
April,  H  that  every  possible  effort  has  been  used  to  give 
you  such  a  force  and  to  send  you  such  supplies,  as  would 
enable  you  to  act  with  effect  in  the  course  of  this  summer, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  the  possession  of  Canada, 
and  reduce  the  Southern  Colonies  to  obedience. 

With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  force  destined  to  those 
different  objects,  which  is  to  reinforce  the  Army  under  your 
immediate  command,  you  will  see  that  the  Army  sent  to 
the  southward  has  orders  to  join  you  as  early  as  possible, 
and  to  hazard  nothing  that  may  defeat  that  junction.  You 
will  also  see  that  the  Highland  Corps,  amounting  to  eight 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  is  actually  arrived  at  Spithead, 
and  will  probably  sail  to-.Tiorro\v  or  next  day,  in  company 
with  a  detachment  of  guards,  amounting  to  one  thousand  and 
ninety-eight  men,  and  there  is  great  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
long  before  the  remainder  of  the  Hessians,  computed  at 
about  four  thousand,  will  be  ready  to  proceed. 

The  transports  for  the  reception  of  General  Burgoyne' s 
regiment  of  Light  Cavalry,  and  for  about  eight  hundred 
draft  horses,  are  also  fitting  in  the  river ;  and  those  articles 
of  military  stores  demanded  in  the  returns  transmitted,  with 
the  different  letters  I  have  received  from  you,  have  been 
either  already  sent,  or  are  now  preparing  to  be  sent,  as  far 
as  we  have  been  able  to  procure  them. 
•  With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  force  which  is  destined  for 
the  service  in  Canada,  consisting,  exclusive  of  the  early  relief 
sent  out  with  the  Isis,  of  seven  regiments  from  Ireland,  one 
from  England,  and  a  body  of  near  five  thousand  foreign 
troops:  those  regiments  sailed  from  Cork  the  8di  of  April, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frazer ;  and  the 
first  division  of  Brunswickers,  amounting  to  about  two  thou- 
sand men,  together  with  the  Hanau  Regiment,  and  the  Twen- 
ty-First Regiment  from  Plymouth,  also  sailed  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne,  on  the  7th  of  April; 
and  from  the  time  at  which  they  sailed,  and  the  fair  wind 
they  have  had  since,  they  are  by  this  time  in  the  River  St. 
Lawrence ;  and  you  will,  I  trust,  have  been  early  enough 
apprized  of  this  arrangement  to  have  prevented  you  in  your 
design  of  sending  any  part  of  your  force  to  (^uebcck,  for  it 
is  of  consequence,  in  every  light,  that  it  should  be  kept 
entire. 

*  By  the  Triton.  \  By  the  Milford  Frigate.  %  By  the  Greyhound. 
I  By  the  Milfard  Frigate.  §  By  a  Packet  express  from  Boston.  \  By 
another  Packet. 


Fourth  Series,  Vol.  v. 


75 


1187 


CORRESPONDENCE,  PROCEEDINGS,  &c.,  MAY,  1776. 


1188 


Under  these  circumstances  of  preparation,  the  King  had 
entertained  a  well  grounded  hope  that  an  early  and  effectual 
impression  would  have  been  made,  either  in  New-England 
or  New-York;  and  that  the  supplies  which  have  been  sent 
•out  would  have  arrived  in  time  to  have  enabled  you  to  have 
maintained  yourself  at  Boston  until  a  force  was  collected 
■adequate  to  some  decisive  blow.  The  failure  of  these  sup- 
plies is  a  very  unfortunate  event ;  but,  though  in  you  situa- 
tion at  Halifax,  you  will,  for  a  time,  be  further  removed 
from  those  places  where  the  force  you  have  under  your 
command  must  ultimately  be  employed,  yet,  as  I  see  you 
have  taken  the  proper  measures,  in  leaving  cruisers  oif  the 
coast  of  New-England,  that  the  ships  which  may  arrive  from 
England  may  still  join  you  with  security,  you  will  soon, 
I  trust,  have  it  in  your  power  to  carry  on  operations  to  the 
southward. 

This  change  in  your  situation  appearing  in  your  letters  to 
have  been  adopted  for  the  temporary  purpose  of  convenience, 
and  the  better  to  enable  you  to  disengage  yourself  from  the 
embarrassment  that  might  obstruct  a  more  decided  operation, 
will,  therefore,  induce  no  alteration  of  the  plan  to  send  the 
Hessians  and  Guards  to  Rhode-Island,  according  to  my  in- 
structions to  Lieutenant-General  Heister ;  and  they  will  of 
course  take  post  there  (if  practicable)  if  they  find  no  orders 
from  you  to  die  contrary.  As  they  cannot,  however,  be 
supplied  from  hence  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  artillery 
and  intrenching  tools,  you  will  endeavour  to  send  them 
what  you  think  adequate  to  that  sei-vice.  Tlie  Hessians 
have  their  regimental  field-pieces.  Some  light  three-poun- 
ders are  on  board  an  ordnance  store-ship  that  sails  with 
them ;  and  the  number  of  cartridges,  which  I  understand 
is  about  thirty  rounds  per  man,  will  be  made  up  to  sixty 
out  of  the  stores  at  Portsmouth ;  but  they  must  depend  upon 
you  for  intrenching  tools,  though  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  collect  what  can  be  procured  at  Portsmouth  and  the 
Tower,  and  to  put  on  board  the  transports  as  much  as  they 
can  receive. 

By  the  intelligence  we  receive  from  time  to  time  of  what 
is  passing  at  New-  York,  it  seems  as  if  the  Rebels  had  deter- 
mined to  oppose  a  landing  at  that  place,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose to  collect  a  large  force  there ;  but  of  this,  it  is  most 
likely  you  will  receive  certain  and  better  accounts  than  we 
can  get.  I  send  you,  however,  the  latest  intelligence  we 
have  from  that  quarter,  because  it  points  out  the  particulars 
of  the  defence  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  make,  and  it 
may,  in  that  respect,  be  of  some  use  to  you.  The  plan 
you  propose  for  attacking  New-York  as  soon  as  possible,  is 
becoming  that  spirit  and  vigour  with  which  you  always  act ; 
but  as  such  large  reinforcements  are  going  to  you,  I  wish 
they  may  arrive  before  the  time  of  carrying  it  into  execu- 
tion, that  your  force  may  be  so  increased  as  to  render  your 
success  more  certain. 

1  am,  he,  George  Germaine. 


rited  and  repeated  severity  meditated  against  America,  by 
a  despotick  and  unrelenting  Administration,  fully  manifest- 
ed, had  any  doubts  remained  of  it,  by  their  last  act  retro- 
spectively sanctifying  every  instance  of  rapine,  violence, 
and  plunder,  without  distinction  of  circumstances,  provided 
an  American  was  the  suffering  object,  we  shall  not  fail  to 
strain  every  nerve  for  defeating  their  cruel  attempts,  and,  as 
far  as  may  be  in  our  power,  to  carry  into  execution  the  seve- 
ral resolutions  of  Congress  to  effect  this  purpose. 

For,  and  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Vir- 
ginia, 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant) Edmund  Pendleton. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Williamsburgh,  May  4, 1776. 

Dear  General  :  I  am  just  returned  from  Suffolk,  and 
the  posts  below,  and  the  post  is  just  going  out ;  so  that  this 
must  rather  be  considered  as  an  apology  for  not  writing  than 
as  a  letter.  In  a  few  days  I  shall  set  out  for  Carolina,  but 
before  I  set  out  shall  send  you  a  full  description  of  our  state 
and  situation.  We  want  arms,  medicines,  and  blankets,  most 
cruelly ;  indeed,  we  want  some  battalions.  I  wish,  dear  Ge- 
neral, you  would  prevail  on  the  Congress  to  increase  the 
pay  of  our  Engineers — it  is  too  wretched  ;  no  men  qualified 
for  the  business  will  serve  on  the  terms.  Enclosed  is  an 
uncoudi  return  of  our  force. 

Adieu,  dear  General.  Yours  respectfully,  and  affection- 
ately, Charles  Lee. 

VIRGINIA  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
[ReaJ  May  13,  1776.] 

Williamshurgh,  May  4,  1776. 
Sir  :  We  have  your  favour  of  April  23d,  with  several 
resolutions  of  Congress,  commissions  for  the  officers  of  our 
Army,  and  instructions  and  bonds  for  Uiose  who  shall  apply 
for  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  ;  to  all  which  we  shall 
pay  due  attention. 

Feeling,  as  we  do,  the  warmest  resentment  for  the  unme- 


MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    COLONEL    SIM. 

[No.  143.]  Annapolis,  May  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  we  send  you  a  copy  of  Edmund  Pendle- 
ton, Esq.'s  letter  to  us  relative  to  the  prisoners  from  North- 
Carolina.  We  request  you  would  give  the  necessary  or- 
ders for  conveying  those  intended  for  Pennsylvania  through 
Prince  George's  County  to  Queen  Anne's,  where  a  proper 
guard  will  be  appointed  to  receive  them  and  conduct  them 
to  Baltimore  town.  Those  twelve  intended  to  be  kept  in 
custody  in  the  Province,  we  think  it  would  be  best  to  have 
them  sent  under  guard  by  water  to  Georgetown,  and  re- 
quest you  would  give  the  necessary  orders  for  that  purpose. 
There  Colonel  Magruder  will  receive  and  convey  them 
to  Fredericktoum,  and  deliver  them  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick  County, 
to  whom  we  have  likewise  written  on  the  occasion.  The 
Province  will  be  answerable  to  you  for  reasonable  expenses. 

We  are,  &c. 
To  Colonel  Joseph  Sim, 

P.  S.  In  case  any  letters  or  papers  should  come  for  us 
by  the  guard,  send  them  forward  by  express. 


MARYLAND    COUNqiL    OF    SAFETY    TO    GEORGE    WOOLSEY. 

[No.  146.]  Annapolis,  May  4,  1776, 

Sir  :  We  contracted  with  you  on  the  9th  of  February 
last  for  the  brig  Rogers,  to  pixxjeed  on  a  voyage  to  the 
foreign  West-Indies  on  account  of  this  Province,  and  ad- 
vanced you  one  thousand  eight  hundred  pounds  towards 
purchasing  a  cargo  of  flour  for  her.  We  have  not  since  then 
heard  from  you  on  that  subject,  nor  doth  it  appear  to  us 
that  you  have  done  anything  therein  ;  we  therefore  request 
you  would  acquaint  us,  by  the  return  of  Captain  Fulford, 
what  you  have  done  in  this  matter ;  and  oblige,  sir,  yours,  Sic. 

To  Mr.  George  Woolsey,  Baltimore  Town. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS   TO    GENERAL    SCHUYLER. 

Philadelphia,  May  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  (see  letter  April  26th,) 
I  have  it  further  in  charge  from  Congress  to  desire  you  to 
inform  them  whether  the  Continental  commissions  sent  to 
you  for  the  officers  of  the  troojis  raised  by  Connecticut  the 
la-st  campaign,  were  delivered  or  offered  to  them,  or  any  and 
which  of  them,  and  whether  any  and  which  of  them  accept- 
ed or  refused  the  same  ;  and  particulaHy,  whether  commis- 
sions were  offered  to  Colonel  JVaicrbury  and  Colonel  Eas- 
ton,  and  whether  they  refused  accepting  them ;  and  also  to 
desire  you,  in  case  Major  Douglass  declines  to  take  the 
command  of  the  vessels  on  the  lakes,  that  you  appoint  Cap- 
tain Wynkoop  to  that  command,  and  inform  Congress  there- 
of by  the  first  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &.c. 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler,  at  Albany. 


president    of    congress     to   the    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE 
OF  SAFETY. 

PhUatlclphia,  May  4, 1776. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  commanded  by  Congress  to  request 

you  will  inform  them  whether  the  Continental  commissions 

which  were  sent  to  you,  for  the  officers  of  the  troops  raised 

by  Connecticut  the  last  campaign,  were  delivered  or  offered 
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to  them,  or  any,  and  which  of  them  ;  and  whether  any,  and 
whicli  of  them  accepted  or  refused  the  same  ;  and  particu- 
larly whether  commissions  were  oflered  to  Colonel  JVater- 
btiry  and  Colonel  Easton,  and  whether  they  refused  ac- 
cepting them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
and  veiy  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  o{  New-York. 


PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS    TO   GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  A  vacancy  having  happened  in  the  First  Nctv- Jer- 
sey Battalion  by  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Winds, 
the  Congress  thought  proper  to  elect  Mr.  Ogdcn  to  supply 
his  place. 

Lord  Stirling,  in  his  letter  of  the  1 8th  of  March  last, 
among  other  things,  informed  the  Congress  that,  by  this  ap- 
pointment, Major  De  Hart  and  the  battalion  considered  them- 
selves "  exceedingly  hurt ;"  and  enclosing  a  memorial  from 
Major  De  Hart  and  the  officers  of  that  regiment,  he  strong- 
ly hinted  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Congress  would 
supersede  Mr.  Ogden  and  appoint  Major  De  Hart,  or  some 
other  officer  of  the  battalion,  in  his  stead. 

This  letter,  with  the  memorial  enclosed,  having  been  com- 
mitted, and  a  report  made  thereon,  the  Congress  came  to 
sundry  resolutions,  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  ;  and 
am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  You  will  please  to  order  Colonel  Ogden  to  join 
his  Regiment. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    COLONEL   LIVINGSTON. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  You  will  on  receipt  hereof,  give  orders  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  battalion  of  which  you  are  Lieutenant-Colonel,  to 
join  their  respective  companies ;  which,  if  you  do  not  find 
complete,  let  an  officer  from  each  go  on  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice ;  and  if  in  want  of  arms,  you  must  apply  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  to  procure  them  for  you  if  possible.  There 
are  four  companies  belonging  to  your  regiment  now  station- 
ed at  Fort  Montgomery  and  Fort  Constitution.  You  will 
repair  thither,  and  if  no  superior  officer  is  there,  you  must 
take  the  command  and  look  to  the  works  now  carrying  on 
there,  which  you  must  exert  youi-self  in  seeing  finished  as 
soon  as  possible.  Tlie  three  companies  of  your  regiment 
stationed  on  Long-Island  are  to  remain  there  ;  the  other 
company  you  will  order  to  join  you  at  the  fort,  with  all  con- 
venient speed. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington, 
To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston. 


your  greatest  care  and  attention  to,  and  that  tliey  may  not  be 
wasted  or  embezzled. 

Doctor -Foiier,  one  of  the  Physicians  of  the  General  Hos- 
pital, has  been  directed  to  send  you  a  Surgeon,  who  will 
probably  be  with  you  now  in  a  day  or  two. 

When  the  time  of  the  Minute  Company  expires,  you  are 
not  to  call  in  othere. 

Another  company,  of  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment,  will 
be  ordered  to  join  the  four  already  with  you,  as  soon  as  it  is 
recruited  and  made  uj). 

1  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Robert  H.  Harrison. 
To  Colonel  Isaac  Nicoll,  Fort  Constitution. 


ROBERT    H.    HARRISON   TO    COLONEL   NICOLL. 

New- York,  May  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Excellency  to  in- 
form you  that  he  received  yours  of  the  30th  ultimo,  with  a 
state  of  the  fortifications ;  and  it  gives  him  much  concern 
that  the  men  are  so  deficient  in  arms.  He  imagined  the 
want  was  great,  but  nothing  like  what  it  appears  to  be.  He 
has  taken  every  method  in  his  power  to  obtain  a  supply,  but 
without  any  effect ;  and  has  applied  to  the  Committee  here, 
who  say  they  are  using  the  only  means  they  have  for  get- 
ting them.  How  they  will  succeed  cannot  now  be  deter- 
mined. 

His  Excellency  desires  that  you  will  make  strict  inquiry 
about  Captain  Menos ;  and  if  the  fact  is  as  you  have  repre- 
sented, that  he  be  taken  and  secured,  if  it  can  be  dcme, 
though,  most  probably,  he  will  have  entirely  escaped  before 
now,  if  he  went  away  on  the  20th  ultimo. 

His  Excellency  will  liave  orders  given  on  the  Commissary 
of  Artillery  and  Ordnance  Stores,  for  four  or  five  barrels  of 
powder  and  other  necessary  ammunition,  which,  on  account 
of  their  great  scarcity  and  difficulty  in  procuring,  he  desires 


WILLIAM    PALFREY  (paYMASTER-GENERAl)  TO    PRESIDENT 

OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  8,  1776.] 

New-York,  May  4,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  honourable 
Congress,  I  applied  to  Mr.  Winthrop,  who  delivered  me  the 
books  and  papers  belonging  to  the  office  of  the  Paymaster- 
General,  and  also  cash  to  the  amount  of  ninety -two  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy  dollars,  for  which  I  have  given  him 
a  receipt.  I  now  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  you  a  state 
of  the  office,  to  Saturday,  4th  May,  which  I  shall  continue 
to  do  weekly,  as  I  think  it  highly  necessary  the  Congress 
should  be  often  acquainted  therewith,  that  they  may  make 
the  necessary  provision. 

When  I  undertook  the  office,  I  intended  to  have  trans- 
acted the  business  of  it  without  the  assistance  of  a  clerk  ; 
but  I  now  find  that,  unless  I  am  allowed  such  assistance,  I 
cannot  do  that  justice  to  it  I  could  wish,  as  the  General  has 
informed  me  that,  besides  the  usual  business,  I  must  examine 
all  the  abstracts,  and  draw  the  warrants ;  which  was  never 
before  done  in  the  office,  though  doubtless  very  proper.  It 
is  also  highly  necessary  I  should  have  some  person  with  me 
on  whom  I  can  depend,  in  case  I  should,  by  sickness  or  any 
other  accident,  be  prevented  from  executing  the  duties  of 
my  office ;  and  as  other  officers  in  the  Staff  (say  Adjutant- 
General,  Quartermaster-General,  Commissary-General,  and 
Barrackmaster-General)  are  allowed  clerks,  I  make  no  doubt 
the  honourable  Congress  will  see  the  necessity  of  it,  and 
grant  me  the  same  indulgence. 

When  General  Washington  left  Cambridge  a  considerable 
sum  was  left  with  Colonel  Warren  for  payment  of  the  troops 
stationed  there.  As  his  commission  is  now  suspended,  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  whether  any,  and  what  steps  will  be  taken 
for  paying  those  troops ;  whether  Congress  will  appoint  a 
person  for  that  purpose,  or  whether  it  must  go  througii  my 
hands.     Your  speedy  answer  would  be  very  agreeable. 

Tiie  General  just  now  showed  me  a  letter  from  General 
Ward,  wherein  he  complains  that  money  is  much  wanted  for 
that  Department.  You  will  be  pleased  to  represent  the 
matter  to  Congress,  that  they  may  take  such  order  upon  it  as 
shall  seem  meet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient, humble  servant,  ,.r  t> 

'  '  William  Palfrey. 

To  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of  Congress. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  the  President  and  Members  of 
the  Provincial   Convention  of  the  Province  of  New- 
York: 
T%e  humble  Petition  of  William  Duer,  of  the  County  of 
Charlotte,  humbly  showeth : 
That  your  Petitioner  on  the  16th  oi  April  last,  was  regu- 
larly chosen  one  of  the  Deputies  to  represent  this  County  in 
Provincial  Convention  for  the  ensuing  year,  by  a  very  large 
body  of  the  principal  freeholders  and  freemen,  who  have  all 
siimed  the  General  Association,  and  are  unfeignedly  attached 
to  the  cause  of  American  liberty. 

That  John  Williams,  Alexander  Webster,  and  IVilliam. 
Malcolm,  of  New-  York,  have  been  likewise  chosen  for  De- 
puties in  several  Districts ;  and  that  the  elections  in  none  of 
the  Districts,  wliere  such  persons  were  chosen,  were  held 
either  on  the  day,  or  in  the  manner  appointed  by  the  Pro- 
vincial regulation  of  the  12th  oi  March  last ;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  the  most  malicious  falsehoods,  arts,  and  threats,  were 
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made  use  of  to  influence  the  minds  of  the  electors,  by  the 
very  persons  who  held  the  polls  in  some  Districts,  and  that 
many  persons  were  admitted  to  vote,  by  no  means  qualified 
«s  the  law  directs. 

That  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Charlotte  met  on  the 
1st  of  May ;  and  notwithstanding  the  irregularity  of  the  elec- 
tion, in  the  Districts  of  IScw-Perth,  Skcnesborough,  Black- 
•Creek,  and  Granvilk,  they  decided  the  election  in  favour  of 
the  persons  above-mentioned,  without  waiting  for  the  poll- 
lists  from  several  townships,  in  which  your  Petitioner  was 
elected,  or  granting  a  scrutiny  agreeable  to  his  earnest  ap- 
plication ;  althougii  the  union  of  the  County  much  depended 
on  an  impartial  decision  of  the  merits  of  this  election. 

Tiiat  the  only  reason  that  your  Petitioner  has  ever  heard 
offered  for  this  precipitate  step,  was  the  non-attendance  of 
the  members  for  the  Districts  of  Kingsbury,  &,c.,  in  order  to 
produce  their  poll-lists  on  the  1st  of  May ;  although  no  posi- 
tive order  to  that  effect  was,  (as  your  Petitioner  is  credibly 
informed.)  at  the  preceding  meeting  of  the  29th  of  March, 
ever  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee.  A  strange 
conclusion  !  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  orders 
of  the  Committee,  however  irregularly  specified,  are  to  be  in- 
exorably observed,  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  the  union  of  the  County,  whilst  the 
positive  ordinances  of  your  honourable  body  may  be  dispens- 
ed with,  by  the  mere  caprice  of  the  Chairman  of  the  County 
Committee. 

Your  Petitioner  further  begs  leave  to  represent,  that  se- 
veral members  of  the  County  Committee,  instead  of  judges, 
made  themselves  parties  to  the  merits  of  the  election  ;  by 
which  means  the  jealousies  and  dissensions  which  have  arisen 
in  the  County,  from  the  designs  of  turbulent,  interested,  and 
ambitious  persons,  and  from  an  inadequate  representation  of 
the  freeholders  and  freemen  in  the  County  Committee,  have 
much  increased. 

That  your  Petitioner,  at  the  earnest  request  of  several  of 
the  principal  freeholdei-s  and  freemen  in  this  County,  offered 
himself  a  candidate  to  represent  them  in  Convention,  flatter- 
ing himself  that,  from  an  impartial  representation  of  the  po- 
litical management  of  affairs  in  this  County,  the  inhabitants 
might  be  rescued  from  that  anarchy  and  oppression  with  which 
diey  are  threatened. 

That  the  most  wicked  and  false  aspersions  have  been 
thrown  out  to  discourage  his  exertions,  by  the  arts  and  in- 
fluence of  men  who  are  strangers  to  integrity,  and  the  tme 
principles  of  civil  liberty ;  and  that  the  Committee  have  un- 
happily given  their  sanction  to  such  unworthy  attempts. 

That  your  Petitioner  is,  nevertheless,  conscious  of  his  zeal- 
ous attachment  to  the  grand  cause,  and  pledges  himself  to 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  honourable  House  the  truth 
of  these  assertions,  and  the  purity  of  his  zeal  for  the  happi- 
ness and  union  of  this  country. 

He  therefore  humbly  prays,  that  the  Deputies  now  offer- 
ing themselves  for  this  County  may  not  be  permitted  to  take 
their  seats  in  your  honourable  House,  as  the  legal  Represen- 
tatives of  tills  County  ;  and  that  any  proceedings  with  re- 
spect to  your  Petitioner,  and  the  Committee  of  this  County, 
may  be  suspended  until  his  arrival  in  New-York,  which  he 
flatters  himself  will  be  about  the  14th  instant. 

Your  Petitioner  is  at  present  engaged  in  procuring  true 
lists  of  the  qualified  votes  in  the  different  Districts,  and  in 
collecting  oth«-  materials  to  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  this 
House  the  lamentable  state  of  this  County,  and  the  urgent 
necessity  there  is  that  the  wisdom  of  your  body  should  in- 
terfere to  save  it  from  anarchy  and  oppression.  Your  Peti- 
tioner, therefore,  flatters  himself  that  this  may  plead  in  ex- 
cuse should  he  not  be  present  on  the  first  day  that  the  new 
Convention  meets. 

This  Petition  is  presented  in  behalf  of  upwards  of  two 
hundred  of  the  principal  freeholders  and  freemen  of  the  Coun- 
ty, to  the  westward  of  the  New-Hampshire  Grants,  whose 
sacred  rights  of  election,  your  Petitioner  esteems  it  his  duty 
to  defend  from  the  usurpation  of  any  body  of  men  whatso- 
ever. 

They  were  the  legal  majority  at  the  close  of  the  poll  had 
a  regard  for  justice  and  the  ordinances  of  your  House  pre- 
vailed. He  therefore  considers  himself  one  of  their  legal 
Representatives  ;  and  your  Petitioner,  Sic, 

William  Dper. 

Appendix. — ^The  election  in  the  different  Districts  where 


John  IVilliams,  Alexander  Webster,  and  William  Malcolm, 
were  chosen,  opened  on  the  following  days,  at  the  places 
mentioned:  New-Perth,  23d  of  April;  Black-Creek,  22d 
of  April ;  Skenesborough  and  Granville,  on  the  same  day, 
between  the  1st  and  \6lh  of  April.  W.  Duer. 

New- York,  May  4,  1776. 


COLONEL    GEOKGE    CLINTON    TO    RICHARD    VAN    VVTCK. 

Fishkill,  May  4,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  enclose  you  General  Washington's  order 
to  me,  to  make  the  necessary  inquiry  relative  to  a  number  of 
arms  he  was  infomied  was  in  Wiltsy's  store,  with  the  bag- 
gage of  officers  taken  at  St.  John's,  and  to  secure  the  same. 
Agreeable  to  which,  I  beg  you  will  secure  said  arms,  as  I 
£un  informed  they  are  removed  from  Wiltsy's  store,  and  are 
now  in  your  jjossession  ;  and  transmit  to  me  as  expeditiously 
as  possible,  the  officer's  name  and  rank,  and  where  he  now 
is,  who  stored  them  at  Mr.  Wiltsy's ;  the  number  of  arms, 
and  every  other  circumstance  which  may  come  to  your 
knowledge  respecting  the  same,  authenticated  by  affidavits 
of  the  facts,  where  in  your  power.  And  if  it  shall  appear 
that  he  has  in  this  respect  violated  the  articles  of  capitula- 
tion, I  would  advise,  in  such  case,  he  be  secured  from  esca- 
ping until  the  pleasure  of  Congress  shall  be  known  as  to  his 
conduct. 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Georg^  Clinton. 

To  Richard  Van  Wyck,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Rombouts  Precinct,  Dutchess  County. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON, 

Fort  George,  May  4,  1776,  ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  Excellency's  favours  of  the  24th  and 
29th  of  April,  are  this  moment  come  to  hand. 

To-morrow  evening  I  shall  furnish  batteaus  sufficient  to 
carry  the  remainder  of  General  Thompson's  Brigade  to  Ca- 
nada ;  but  as  we  can  build  only  four  a  day,  the  troops  must 
necessarily  be  detained  some  time,  unless  part  of  the  batteaus 
should  return  from  Canada,  which  I  ordered  to  be  done 
when  the  first  left  this.  To  sujjply  so  large  an  Army  with 
provisions  will  require  the  greatest  attention  and  alertness. 
Nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part. 

I  believe  Mr.  Ray's  infonnation  is  groundless,  as  all  the 
arms  Mr.  Rensselaer  (who  is  conductor  at  Albany)  has, 
were  purchased  by  my  order ;  and  I  cannot  think  he  has  a 
sufficiency  for  the  troops  raising  at  Albany.  I  shall  direct 
him  to  send  your  Excellency  a  return. 

I  shall  procure  more  carpenters,  that  the  troops  may  be 
despatched  the  soonest  possible ;  and  hope  four  days  hence  to 
build  six  batteaus  a  day.  One  regiment  will  be  able  to  cross 
Lake  Champlain  in  vessels,  and  I  shall  find  means  to  get  it 
to  Ticonderoga,  without  waiting  for  batteaus  to  pass  Lake 
George. 

I  am,  with  every  sentiment  arising  from  respect  and  es- 
teem, your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  Stc,  k,c. 


general    SCHUYLER    TO    ALBANY    COMMITTEE. 

Fort  George,  May  4,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  this  moment  advised  by  express  from 
General  Washington,  diat  six  regiments  were  to  leave  Neiv- 
York  after  the  29th  of  April  last.  The  First  Brigade,  under 
General  Thompson,  came  unexpectedly  on  me,  and  has  dis- 
tressed me  much.  The  addition  of  that  now  coming  under 
General  Sullivan,  I  do  not  know  how  to  get  on  to  this  place, 
without  stopping  the  transportation  of  provisions  ;  and  if  that 
is  done,  our  Army  already  in  Canada  must  suffer,  if  not 
starve.  In  this  truly  distressing  dilemma,  I  apply  for  your 
aid  without  hesitation,  and  with  the  fullest  confidence  to  re- 
ceive it,  as  I  have  had  such  repeated  instances  of  your  readi- 
ness to  promote  the  good  of  the  common  cause,  and  to  relieve 
my  distresses. 

Permit  me,  then,  to  wish  you  to  write  circular  letters  to 
the  Committees  in  every  District,  to  try  to  procure  all  the 
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carriages  they  possibly  can,  and  to  send  them  up  without  the 
least  loss  of  time.  They  will  he  paid  at  the  rate  of  three 
pounds  ten  shillings  per  trip  ;  or  if  employed  at  any  interme- 
diate post  between  this  and  Albany,  they  will  have  at  the 
same  rate,  according  to  the  distance ;  and  for  such  as  live 
above  eight  miles  below  Albany,  an  allowance  at  the  rate  of 
ten  shillings  for  every  thirty  miles  will  be  made  for  coming 
to  Albany.  I  wish  them  to  come  provifled  with  forage  for 
at  least  ten  or  twelve  days ;  and  as  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars  have  left  New-  York  the  beginning  of  this  week, 
I  promise  that  none  of  them  shall  return  home  unpaid, 
and  that  I  will  give  orders  for  paying  all  arrears  for  past 
services. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  every  sentiment  that  arises  from 
respect  and  esteem,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Philip  Schuyler. 

To  the  Sub-Committee  of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 

P.  S.  Whatever  expenses  the  District  Committee  may 
be  at  in  procuring  the  carriages,  I  will  most  cheerfully 
repay.  "^ 


GENERAL  WARD  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Boston,  May  4, 1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  April  has  just  come  to 
hand.     Agreeable  to  your  desire,  I  shall  give  an  account  of 


what  has  been  done  towards  fortifying  the  harbour.  The 
Forts  on  Fort  Hill  in  Boston,  Charle.stown  Point,  and  Castle 
Point,  are  almost  completed,  with  a  number  of  heavy  can- 
non mounted  in  each.  A  work  is  in  good  forwardness  on 
Noddle's  Island ;  and  a  detachment  of  the  Army  is  at  work 
at  Castle  Island,  repairing  the  batteries  there.  A  number  of 
hulks  are  preparing  to  sink  in  the  channel. 

I  have  employed  the  troops  here  to  the  greatest  advantage 
in  my  power ;  have  ordered  all  the  men  not  on  actual  duty 
to  turn  out  on  fatigue  every  day,  not  allowing  any  superflu- 
ous cooks  or  waiters  ;  and  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  a 
British  fleet  being  on  its  passage  this  way,  I  directed  all  the 
ofiicers  to  turn  out  with  their  men  upon  the  works,  which 
they  cheerfully  complied  with,  and  are  constantly  upon  fa- 
tigue with  their  men.  I  have  set  every  wheel  in  motion 
which  I  could  move  to  advantage,  and  shall  neglect  nothing 
in  my  power  in  order  to  give  the  enemy  a  proper  reception 
if  they  should  pay  us  a  visit. 

I  have  enclosed  a  return  of  this  division  of  the  Army. 

I  am  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  just  received 
a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Congress,  by  which  I  am 
informed  the  Congress  has  accepted  my  resignation.  The 
sooner  1  am  relieved  the  more  agreeable  it  will  be  to  me,  as 
my  health  has  declined  much  this  spring. 

1  am,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  General  Washington. 


A  Return  of  the  Division  of  the  Continental  Army,  commanded  by  Major-General  Ward,  stationed  at  Boston, 
Charlestown,  Dorchester,  and  Beverley;  Boston,  May  4,  1776. 
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Return  of  Capt.  Edward  Burbeck's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Knox's  Regiment  of  Artillery,  Boston,  May  3,  1776. 
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Peleg  Wadsworth,  Major-Brigade. 


Peleg  Wadsworth,  Major-Brigade, 


By  Major-General  Clinton,  Commander  of  Ats  Majesty's 
Forces  in  the  Southern  Provinces  of  North-America. 

A  Proclajiation. 

Whereas  a  most  unprovoked  and  wicked  Rebellion  hath 
for  some  time  past  prevailed,  and  doth  now  exist,  within  his 
Majesty's  Province  of  North- Carolina  ;  and  the  inhabitants, 
(forgetting  their  allegiance  to  their  Sovereign,  and  denying 
the  authority  of  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  the  Realm,)  have, 
in  a  succession  of  crimes,  proceeded  to  the  total  subversion 
of  all  lawful  authority,  usurping  the  powei's  of  Government, 


and  erecting  a  tyranny  in  the  hands  of  Congresses  and  Com- 
mittees of  various  denoiminations,  utteriy  unknown  and  re- 
pugnant to  the  spirit  of  the  British  Constitution  ;  and  divers 
people,  in  avowed  defiance  to  all  legal  authority,  are  now 
actually  in  arms,  waging  unnatural  war  against  their  King ; 
and  whereas  all  attempts  to  reclaim  the  infatuated  and  mis- 
guided multitude  to  a  sense  of  their  error,  have  unhappily 
proved  ineffectual :  I  have  it  in  command  to  proceed  forth- 
with against  all  such  men,  or  bodies  of  men  in  arms,  and 
against  all  such  Congresses  and  Committees,  thus  unlaw- 
fu^lly  established,  as  against  open  enemies  to  the  State. 
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But,  considering  it  a  duty  inseparable  from  the  principle  of 
humanity  fu'st  of  all  to  forewarn  the  deluded  people  of  the 
miseries  ever  attendant  upon  civil  war,  1  do  most  earnestly 
entreat  and  exhort  them,  as  they  tender  their  own  happi- 
ness, and  that  of  their  posterity,  to  appease  the  vengeance 
of  an  injured  and  justly  incensed  nation,  by  a  return  to  their 
duty  to  our  common  Sovereign,  and  to  the  blessings  of  a 
free  Government,  as  established  by  law  ;  hereby  ofiering,  in 
Ills  Majesty's  name,  free  pardon  to  all  such  as  shall  lay  down 
their  arms  and  submit  to  the  laws,  excepting  only  from  the 
benefit  of  such  pardon  Comelim  Harnett  and  Robert  Howe. 
And  I  do  hereby  require  that  the  Provincial  Congress,  and 
all  Committees  of  Safety,  and  other  unlawful  associations, 
be  dissolved,  and  the  Judges  allowed  to  hold  their  Courts 
according  to  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  this  Province ;  of 
which  all  persons  are  required  to  take  notice,  as  they  will 
answer  the  contrary  at  their  utmost  peril. 

Given  on  board  the  Pallas  transport,  in  Cape-Fear  River, 
in  the  Province  oflSorth-  Carolina,  the  5th  day  oiMay,  1776, 
and  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign. 

H.  Clinton. 

By  command  of  General  Clinton : 

Richard  Reave,  Secretary. 

To  the  Magistrates  of  the  Province  of  Norths  Carolina,  to 
be  by  them  made  publick. 


COLONEL    MAGHUUEK     TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Rock-Creek,  May  5,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  I  received  your  orders  yesterday  evening, 
and  should  have  been  glad  to  have  known  the  number  of  pri- 
soner that  were  to  be  at  Georgetown.  I  sent  oif  a  guard 
of  six  men  well  armed,  and  if  they  wanted  assistance  to  ap- 
ply to  some  ofRcere  at  town. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  humble  servant, 

Zadock  Magkuder. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 


GERHARD    HOPKINS    TO    MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  5,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  an  order  received  from  you 
this  day,  1  have  sent  one  half  of  every  kind  of  linen  which 
\^'as  in  the  magazine,  viz  :  forty  pieces  rolls,  seventy-four 
pieces  hessings,  forty-five  pieces  osnaburghs,  and  two  and  a 
half  reams  cartridge-paper,  it  being  all  the  paper  now  in  the 
magazine.  I  shall  render  an  account  by  Captain  Fulford 
of  all  the  stores  now  in  the  magazine.  The  muskets  which 
came  in  Captain  Tihbet  were  delivered  to  Captain  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  agreeable  to  an  order  from  you,  which  was 
all  I  have  had  in  the  magazine,  except  one  received  from 
Major  Gist,  which  he  bought  for  the  Province.  I  did  not 
agree  with  the  skipper,  Paul  Miller,  for  the  freight  of  the 
linens  ;  you  will  please  settle  with  him. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

Gerkard  Hopkins,  Son  of  R. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety. 

P.  S.  Captain  Smith  has  fifty-five  muskets. 


general    WASHINGTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  7,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and 
Mr.  Duane,] 

New-York,  May  5,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  am  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
and  observe  what  Congress  have  done  respecting  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Paymaster's  accounts.  This  seems  expedient, 
as  he  is  out  of  office,  and  I  am  certain  w  ill  be  attended  with 
but  little,  if  any  difficulty,  nothing  more  being  necessary 
than  to  compare  the  warrants  with  his  debits,  and  the  re- 
ceipts he  has  given  with  his  credits.  1  wish  every  other 
settlement  as  easy,  and  that  a  Committee  was  appointed 
to  examine  and  audit  the  accounts  upon  which  the  warrants 
are  founded,  particularly  those  of  the  Quartcnnaster  and 
Commissary-Generals.  They  are  long,  and  of  high  amount, 
consisting  of  a  variety  of  charges — of  couree  more  intricate, 
and  will  require  time,  and  an  extraordinary  degree  of  atten- 


tion to  adjust  and  liquidate  in  a  proper  manner.  Upon  this 
subject  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  you  a  considerable 
time  ago. 

Having  had  several  complaints  from  the  officers  in  the 
Eastern  Regiments,  who  have  been  and  are  engaged  in  re- 
cruiting, about  the  expense  attending  it,  and  for  which  they 
have  never  yet  been  allowed  anything,  though  the  officera 
in  these  Governments  have,  as  I  am  informed ;  I  shall  be 
glad  to  know  whether  the  allowance  of  ten  shillings,  grant- 
ed to  the  officers  lor  every  man  inlisted  by  the  resolve  of 

Congress  in is  general  and  indiscriminate,  or  confined 

to  the  Middle  District.  If  general,  must  I  have  retrospect 
to  the  time  of  the  resolve,  and  pay  for  the  services  since,  or 
only  for  future  inlistments  ? 

In  a  letter  I  wrote  Congress  the  25th  of  December,  I  en- 
closed one  I  had  received  from  Jacob  Bayley,  Esq.,  about 
opening  a  road  from  Nexvbury  to  Canada.  I  have  received 
another  of  the  15th  ultimo;  and  from  his  account,  and 
the  intelligence  I  have  from  others  upon  inquiry,  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  practicability  of  the  measure,  and  am  well 
informed  that  the  distance  will  be  considerably  shortened, 
insomuch  that  our  people  going  from  any  part  of  the  Netv- 
England  Governments,  eastward  of  Connecticut  River,  to 
Canada,  or  returning  from  thence  home,  will  perform  their 
march  in  five  or  six  days  less  time,  than  by  coming  or 
going  any  way  now  used ;  add  to  this,  that  the  road  may 
be  so  conducted  as,  it  is  said,  to  go  to  the  River  Missisque, 
from  whence  the  water  carriage  to  St.  John's  is  good,  ex- 
cept forty  odd  miles ;  or  to  be  canied  so  far  to  the  north- 
ward as  to  keep  clear  of  the  lakes  altogether,  and  afford 
an  easy  pass  into  Canada  at  all  seasons.  The  advantages 
resulting  from  this  route  being  so  great  and  important,  I 
have  advanced  Colonel  Bayley  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  to  begin  with,  and  directed  him  to  execute  his  plan. 
No  doubt  it  will  require  a  more  considerable  advance  to 
accomplish  it,  but  that  will  soon  be  sunk.  The  expense 
saved  from  taking  off  six  days'  pay  and  provisions  from  the 
soldiers  returning  to  the  Eastward  Governments  at  the  ex- 
piration of  this  campaign,  will  be  almost,  if  not  more  than 
equal  to  the  charge  incurred  in  opening  it ;  if  not,  as  in  all 
probability  there  will  be  often  a  necessity  for  sending  de- 
tachments of  our  troops  to  Canada  from  those  Governments, 
and  for  others  to  return,  it  will  soon  be  repaid. 

By  a  letter  li-oin  General  Schuyler,  of  the  27th  ultimo,  I 
find  General  Thompson  and  his  brigade  were  at  Albany ; 
General  Sidlivan  with  the  last,  except  three  or  four  com- 
panies of  Colonel  Wayne's  Regiment  not  yet  come,  is  em- 
barked and  gone,  and  probably  will  soon  be  there.  I  am  ap- 
prehensive, from  General  Schuyler's  account,  they  will  not 
proceed  with  the  wished-for  expedition,  owing  to  a  diffi- 
culty in  getting  teams  and  provender  for  cattle  necessary 
to  carry  their  baggage,  and  a  scarcity  of  batteaus  at  the 
lakes  for  so  large  a  number,  though  he  is  taking  the  utmost 
pains  to  procure  them.  Should  they  be  stopped  for  any 
time,  it  will  be  exceedingly  unfortunate,  as  their  going  from 
hence  has  weakened  us  here  much,  and  our  Army  in  Canada 
will  not  be  strengthened.  I  have  sent  with  the  last  brigade 
sixty  barrels  of  powder,  and  other  stores  and  intrenching 
tools,  a  supply  being  asked  for ;  also  the  chain  for  a  Ijooid 
at  the  Narrows  of  Richelieu,  and  the  three  boxes  of  money, 
brought  by  Mr.  Hanson  ;  and  have  written  to  General  Schuy- 
ler to  have  the  boom  fixed  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Com- 
missary, too,  has  forwarded  about  eight  hundred  barrels  of 
pork,  and  is  in  expectation  of  a  further  quantity  from  Connec- 
ticut, which  will  go  on  without  stopping  here.  As  the  ma- 
gazine from  whence  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Armies  will 
occasionally  receive  supplies  of  powder  will  probably  be 
here,  and  our  stock  is  low  and  inconsiderable,  (being  much 
reduced  by  the  sixty  barrels  sent  to  Canada,)  I  shall  be 
glad  to  have  a  quantity  immediately  forwarded.  Our  stores 
should  be  great ;  for  if  the  enemy  make  an  attack  upon  the 
town  or  attempt  to  go  up  the  North  River,  the  expenditure 
will  be  very  considerable.  Money,  too,  is  much  wanted ; 
the  regiments  that  are  paid  hav^e  only  received  to  the  1st  of 
April,  except  those  of  Pennsylvania  and  Jersey  which  are 
gone  to  Canada — they  are  ])aid  to  the  last  of  April.  By  a 
letter  from  General  Ward  I  find  his  chest  is  just  exhaustsd, 
the  money  which  was  left  with  him  for  the  payment  of  the 
five  regiments  at  Boston  and  Beverley  being  almost  expend- 
ed by  large  drafts  in  favour  of  the  Commissary  and  Quarter- 
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master,  and  in  fitting  out  ilie  armed  vessels.  I  would  here 
ask  a  question,  to-\vit :  Wi)elher,  as  Mr.  Warren's  commis- 
sion is  superseded  by  Mr.  Palfrey's  a])pointment,  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  fix  upon  some  person  to  pay  the  troops  there, 
or  are  the  payments  to  go  through  his  hands  ?  He  does  not 
incline  to  do  anything  in  the  affair  without  the  direction  of 
Congress. 

I  have  enclosed  you  a  return  of  the  last  brigade  detach- 
ed, and,  also,  of  the  forces  remaining  here ;  and  as  it  is 
a  matter  of  much  imjwrtance  to  know  the  whole  of  our 
strength  from  time  to  time,  and  to  see  it  at  one  view,  for 
regulating  our  movements  with  propriety,  I  wish  it  were  a 
direction  from  Congress  to  the  commanding  officers  in  the 
different  districts,  to  make  monthly  returns  to  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief of  the  Continental  Army  of  the  state  of  the 
troops  in  their  departments,  and  also  of  the  military  stores. 
Such  direction  will  probably  make  them  more  attentive  than 
thej'  otherwise  would  be.  I  could  not  get  a  return  of  the 
Army  in  Canada  all  last  year. 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Congress  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  Court-Martial  upon  Lieutenant  Grover,  of  the  Se- 
cond Regiment,  and  of  his  defence ;  which  I  should  not 
have  troubled  them  with,  had  I  not  conceived  the  Court's 
sentence  upon  the  facts  stated  in  the  proceedings,  of  a  sin- 
gular nature ;  to  be  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  enormity 


of  his  offence ;  and  to  be  of  an  exceedingly  dangerous  and 
pernicious  tendency.  Upon  these  principles,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  transmit  the  proceedings  to  them,  in  order  that 
they  may  form  such  a  judgment  upon  the  facts  stated  as 
they  may  conceive  right  and  just,  and  advancive  of  tiie 
publick  good.  At  the  same  time  I  would  mention  to  Con- 
gress, that  I  think  it  of  material  consequence  that  they 
should  pass  a  resolve,  cutting  off  the  right  of  succession 
in  the  military  line  from  one  rank  to  another,  which  is 
claimed  by  many  upon  the  happening  of  vacancies,  (upon 
which  principle  this  offence  seems  to  have  originated,  in  a 
great  measure,  and  the  extraordinary  judgment  in  this  in- 
stance to  be  founded,)  declaring  that  no  succession  or  pro- 
motion can  take  place  upon  any  vacancy,  without  a  Conti- 
nental commission  giving  and  authorizing  it.  It  is  of  much 
consequence  to  check  and  entirely  suppress  this  opinion  and 
claim,  which  is  becoming  too  prevalent,  and  has  an  obvious 
tendency  to  introduce  mutiny  and  disorder  ;  or  if  they  con- 
ceive the  claim  good,  and  that  it  should  take  place,  that  they 
will  declare  it,  so  that  the  point  may  be  settled  and  known 
in  future. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  the  highest 
respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 
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Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 


General  Return  of  the  Army  of  the   United  Colonies,  commanded  by  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  -Esy., 
General  and  Commander-in-Chief;  Head- Quarters  at  New-York,  May  5,  1776. 


REGIMENTS. 


Colonel  Hand's 

Colonel  Learned'.s 

Colonel  Nixon's , 

ColoiiRl  Preicoll's 

Colonel  Vanuinfi's 

Colonel  P.irsons's 

Colonel  HilclicocK'.s 

Colonel  Little's 

Colonel  Reed's 

Colonel  Huntington's 

Colonel  Webb's 

Five  Companies  of  Colonel  Arnold's 

Colonel  Ward's 

Colonel  Wyllys's 

Colonel  Bailey's 

Colonel  Baldwin's 

Colonel  Me Dongall's 

Seven  Companies  of  Col.  Ritzenia's. 
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Since  last 
Return. 


Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 
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Return  of  the  Regiment  of  Artillery  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Colonies,  commanded  by  Henry  Knox,  Esq., 
May  5,  1776. 
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Present,  fit  for 

Sick,  present . . . 
Sick,  absent.... 
On  c»mniancl . . 
On  furlough  ... 

Total 

Two  Cadets,  exclusive  of  the  above. 
Four  deserted  since  last  Return. 

Horatio  Gates,  Adjutant-General. 

New- York,  ss. 

Proceedings  of  a  General  Court-Martial  of  the  line,  held 
at  Head-Quarters,  in  the  City  of  ISeiv-  York,  by  order  of  His 
Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  forces  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colo- 
nies, for  the  trial  of  all  Prisoners  to  be  brought  before  them, 
April  !29th,  1776. 

Colonel  Baldwin,  President. 


Lieutenant  Hoit, 
Lieutenant  Thompson, 
Lieutenant  Fowler, 
Lieutenant  Brazier, 
lieutenant  Haws, 
Lieutenant  Phelps. 


Captain  Butler, 

Captain  Brewster, 

Captain  Brown, 

Captain  Symonds, 

Captain  Clap, 

Lieutenant  Wheekr, 

Lieutenant  Walker, 

William  Tudor,  Judge  Advocate. 
The  Court  being  duly  sworn,  proceeded  to  the  trial  of 
Lieutenant  Graver,  of  Captain  Wilkinsotis  Company,  in 
the  Second  or  Colonel  Reed's  Regiment,  brought  before  the 
Court  and  accused  of  insulting  Captain  Wilkinson,  disobey- 
ing his  orders,  and  giving  him  insolent  and  abusive  lan- 
guage. 

Lieutenant  Grover  being  arraigned  on  the  above  com- 
plaint, pleads  Not  Guilty. 

Evidence  in  support  of  the  complaint. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hartley  deposes :  Yesterday  morn- 
ing Colonel  Reed's  Regiment  was  parading.  Happening  to 
be  near  the  quarters  of  that  regiment,  observing  there  was 
some  talk  at  Captain  M'ilkinson's  Company,  I  went  up  to  it. 
There  stood  two  or  three  officers  talking  about  the  Captain 
heading  the  company,  when  Lieutenant  Grover  said  he  did 
not  know  who  was  the  Captain,  nor  where  to  find  him — 
whether  in  Heaven  or  Hell.  Upon  this  speech  the  men  rais- 
ed a  loud  laugh.  The  air  and  manner  of  Lieutenant  Gro- 
ver was  insulting,  and,  in  my  opinion,  very  provoking. 

Major  Trumbull :  1  was  with  Colonel  Hartley  yesterday 
morning,  at  the  time  he  has  inentioned.  I  went  up  to  Cap- 
tain Wilkinson's  Company,  where  stood  Colonel  Reed,  Cap- 
tain WiDcinson,  the  prisoner,  and  another  subaltern.  Colonel 
Reed  observing,  in  good  humour,  that  there  were  four  likely 
officers  standing  together,  the  prisoner  asked  who  they 
were.  Colonel  Reed  replied,  the  officers  of  this  company. 
The  prisoner  said  he  did  not  know  who  his  Captain  was. 
Yes  you  do,  answers  the  Colonel ;  here  he  is,  (jwinting  to 
Captain  Wilkinson.)  On  this  Lieutenant  Grover  said  he  did 
not  know  where  to  find  his  Captain — whether  in  Earth, 
Heaven,  or  Hell.  This  speech  produced  a  laugh  ainongthe 
company.  Lieutenant  Grover  afiected  to  act  the  Captain, 
and  assumed  airs  of  much  superciliousness. 

Colonel  Reed :  Soon  after  Captain  Wilkinson  arrived  in 
town,  about  ten  days  ago,  in  my  room,  1  introduced  Mr. 
Wilkinson  to  Lieutenant  Grover  and  Lieutenant  Maxwell, 
as  their  Captain  ;  upon  which  Captain  Jfilkinson  took  out 
two  commissions,  and  presented  one  to  each  of  them  ;  they 
refused  to  accept  the  commissions ;  Lieutenant  Grover  said 
be  would  not  take  a  commission  under  Captain  Wilkinson. 
I  then  tendered  the  commissions  to  them,  which  they  refus- 


ed to  receive.  The  same  day,  in  Brigade  orders.  Captain 
Wilkinson  was  declared  the  commander  of  the  company  in 
which  the  prisoner  was  Lieutenant.  Captain  Wilkinson 
has  been  more  than  once  iijjon  duty  since  this.  Yesterday 
morning,  when  the  men  were  parading  to  be  mustered.  Lieu- 
tenant Grover  presented  me  a  muster-roll  of  tlic  company. 
Finding  Captain  fVilkinson's  name  not  inserted,  I  asked  him 
how  that  omission  happened.  He  replied  he  did  not  know 
who  his  Captain  was.  I  observed  he  must  have  known  that 
Captain  Wilkinson  was.  What  answer  he  gave  me  I  forget. 
1  confirm  the  substance  of  Major  TrumbulVs  deposition. 

Sergeant  Adams.  Question  :  Did  not  Captain  Jfilkin- 
son yesterday,  when  liis  company  was  marching  off  the 
parade,  order  Li<!utenant  Grover  to  march  the  men  to  the 
barracks,  as  he  was  unacquainted  with  them  ? 

Answer :  He  did.  Lieutenant  Grover  replied  he  wanted 
himself  to  go  to  his  bairack,  and  immediately  w  alked  off.  I 
marched  the  men  to  tiieir  quarters.  Yesterday  morning,  in 
Lieutenant  Graver's  i-ooin,  the  prisoner  asked  Captain  Wil- 
kinson if  he  had  done  the  business  he  undertook,  (meaning 
as  I  understood,  the  making  up  a  muster-roll.)  I  don't  know 
what  reply  the  Captain  made  him. 

Question :  Did  the  prisoner  tell  Captain  Wilkinson  that 
he  was  as  capable  of  making  a  muster-roll  as  of  doing  any- 
thing else  ? 

Answer:    He  did,  in  a  sneering  manner. 

Question  :  Did  Lieutenant  Grover  tell  Captain  Wilkin- 
son that  he  was  not  a  man  of  honour,  or  he  would  not  have 
come  into  the  company  ? 

Answer  :    Yes,  he  did. 

Lieutenant  Maxwell.  Question  :  Have  you  heard  Lieu- 
tenant Grover  say  that  if  Captain  Wilkinson  was  put  over 
him  he  would  not  obey  him  ? 

Answer  :  I  have  heard  the  prisoner  say,  if  Captain  Wil- 
kinson was  put  over  him  he  should  not  choose  to  obey  him, 
but  would  quit  the  service.  Yesterday  morning,  when  the 
company  was  parading.  Captain  Wilkinson  said  the  place 
was  inconvenient,  and  it  would  be  best  to  parade  the  men 
somewhere  else.  Lieutenant  Grover  replied,  he  might  pa- 
rade them  on  top  of  the  house.  This  was  angrily  said,  and 
in  hearing  of  the  men. 

Q.  M.  Fry.     Confirms  Major  TrumbuWs  deposition. 

Sergeant  Davis.  Yesterday,  when  the  company  was 
marching  from  the  place  where  they  had  been  muster- 
ed. Captain  Wilkinson  asked  Lieutenant  Grover  to  march 
the  men  to  their  barracks.  Lieutenant  Grover  replied  in 
anger,  he  wished  the  Captain  would  do  it  himself;  and  went 
off.  I  iiave  several  times  heard  Lieutenant  Grover  say  he 
should  not  choose  to  obey  Mr.  Wilkinson. 

The  evidence  being  finished  in  support  of  the  complaint, 
the  prisoner  moves  the  Court  that  he  may  have  time  till  to- 
morrow to  procure  evidence. 

The  Court  consent  to  the  motion,  and  the  further  hearing 
of  this  case  is  postponed  till  Tuesday,  30th  April,  at  nine 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

April  30. — The  Court  resume  the  consideration  of  the 
case  of  Lieutenant  Grover,  adjourned  from  yesterday. 

Lieutenant  Grover  produced  the  following  witnesses. 

Colonel  Stark.  At  Winter  Hill,  before  any  Captain 
was  appointed  to  the  company  of  which  the  prisoner  was 
Lieutenant,  I  heard  General  Sullivan  promise  Lieutenant 
Grover  that  no  person  should  be  put  over  him  except  Cap- 
tain Ogden,  if  lie  could  help  it. 

Colonel  Reed.  Confirms  what  Colonel  Stark  deposes, 
and  adds,  that  all  the  men  in  that  company  were  inlisted  by 
the  prisoner  and  Lieutenant  Maxwell. 

The  Court  being  cleared,  after  the  maturest  consideration 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  prisoner  is  guilty  of  insulting  Cap- 
tain Wilkinson  and  disobeying  his  orders.  But  it  not  being 
in  the  power  of  the  Court  to  affix  any  punishment  for  said 
offence  other  than  cashiering,  imprisonment,  or  fine,  and  the 
Court  not  being  of  opinion  that  the  prisoner  is  so  far  guilty 
as  to  mi^rit  cashiering,  do  adjudge  that  the  prisoner  be 
mulcted  of  one  half  month's  pay. 

LoAMMi  Baldwin,  President. 


LIEUTENANT    GROVER  S    DEFENCE. 

Gentlemen:    As  I  am  called  before  this  respectable 
Court,  pray  indulge  me  a  few  moments. 


When  I  first  took 
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out  orders  to  raise  men,  I  inlisted  a  number  of  men,  in  good 
credit  and  of  good  estates.  On  their  desire  I  promised  them 
that  I  would  not  return  them  till  I  found  who  their  Captain 
was  to  be.  We  came  down  to  Colonel  Reed,  at  Winter- Hill, 
and  he  went  with  me  to  Brigadier-General  Sullivan,  and  we 
talked  of  this  affair ;  the  General  told  me  that  there  never 
should  be  a  Captain  put  over  me,  if  Captain  Ogden  did  not 
come,  if  he  could  help  it :  Witness  Colonel  Reed  and  Colo- 
nel Stark.  I  relied  on  his  pramise,  and  I  spared  no  pains 
nor  money.  I  have  inlisted  forty-four  with  the  assistance  of 
one  Sergeant.  After  some  time  I  heard  that  Mr.  Wilkinson 
was  appointed  my  Captain.  1  informed  General  Sullivan  of 
it ;  he  told  me  if  he  was,  he  did  not  know  it ;  1  then  was 
easy.  After  we  came  to  this  city,  it  was  put  in  Brigade 
orders  that  Mr.  Wilkimon  was  to  take  the  command  of  the 
company  that  was  called  Captain  Ogden's.  I  then  went  to 
the  General  again  with  Lieutenant  Maxwell,  and  told  him  we 
were  uneasy  and  the  company  very  much  cast  down  ;  after 
some  talk,  the  General  told  us  he  would  inform  his. Excel- 
lency of  this  matter,  and  may  be,  he  will  make  this  easy  for 
you  all,  for  Captain  Wilkinson  tells  me  he  expects  to  be 
Major.  All  this  time  Mr.  Wilkinson  never  caine  to  see  nor 
speak  to  any  of  the  company,  save  in  the  Colonel's  room 
he  offered  me  my  commission.  I  did  not  hear  him  speak. 
Colonel  Reed  told  me  that  was  my  company.  Last  Sun- 
day Mr.  Wilkinson  came  in  my  room  ;  I  was  much  disturb- 
ed when  he  said  he  was  come  to  take  the  command  of  this 
company,  and  called  for  the  muster-rolls.  For  him  to  step  in 
at  this  time,  when  I  was  looking  for  some  help  from  tHe  Ge- 
neral ;  to  think  Mr.  Wilkinson  never  inlisted  but  one  man  ; 
and  I  had  such  promises,  and  spent  so  much  money  in  rais- 
ing this  company,  it  set  me  in  a  passion.  I  did  not  treat  him 
like  a  gentleman. 

Thomas  Grover,  Lieutenant. 


The  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony  have  assured 
me  that  no  exertions  of  theirs  shall  be  wanting  to  procure 
arms ;  but  our  sufferings  in  the  meanwhile  may  prove  fatal, 
as  men  without  are  in  a  manner  useless.  1  have  therefore 
thought  of  employing  an  agent,  whose  sole  business  it  shall 
be  to  ride  through  the  middle  and  interior  parts  of  these 
Governments,  for  the  purpose  of  buying  up  such  anns  as  the 
inhabitants  may  incline  lo  sell,  and  are  fit  for  use. 

The  designs  of  the  enemy  are  too  much  behind  the  curtain 
for  me  to  form  any  accurate  opinion  of  their  plan  of  operations 
for  the  summer's  campaign.  We  are  left  to  wander,  therefore, 
in  the  field  of  conjecture  ;  and  as  no  place — all  its  consequen- 
ces considered — seemed  of  more  importance  in  the  execution 
of  their  grand  plan  than  possessing  themselves  of  Hudson's 
River,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  remove,  with  the  Continental 
Army,  to  this  city,  so  soon  as  the  King's  troops  evacuated 
Boston ;  but  if  the  Congress,  from  their  knowledge,  informa- 
tion, or  belief,  think  it  best  for  the  general  good  of  the  ser- 
vice that  I  should  go  to  the  Northward,  or  elsewhere,  they 
are  convinced,  I  hope,  that  they  have  nothing  more  to  do 
than  signify  their  commands. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washington. 
To  the  President  of  Congress. 

A  Return  of  the  state  of  the  Ganison  at  Fort  Constitu- 
tion, April  23,  1776. 


GENERAL    WASHINGTON   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  8th,  and  referred  to  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Wjthe,  Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Whipple.] 

New-York,  May  5,  1776. 
Sir  :  I  have  so  often  and  so  fully  communicated  my  want 
of  arms  to  Congress,  that  I  should  not  have  given  them  the 
trouble  of  receiving  another  letter  upon  this  subject,  at  this 
time,  but  for  the  particular  application  of  Colonel  Wayne,  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  has  pointed  out  a  method  by  which  he 
thinks  they  may  be  obtained.  In  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  at  Philadelphia,  there  are,  according  to 
Colonel  Wayne's  account,  not  less  than  two  or  three  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms  for  Provincial  use  ;  from  hence,  he  thinks, 
a  number  might  be  borrowed  by  Congress,  provided  they 
are  replaced  with  Continental  arms  as  they  are  brought  into 
the  magazine  in  that  city.  At  a  crisis  so  important  as  this, 
such  a  loan  might  be  attended  with  most  signal  advantages, 
while  the  defenceless  state  of  the  regiments,  if  no  relief  can 
be  had,  may  be  productive  of  fatal  consequences.  To  give 
Congress  some  idea  of  our  situation  with  respect  to  arms, 
(and  justice  to  my  own  character  requires  that  it  should  be 
known  to  them,  although  the  world  at  large  will  form  their 
opinion  of  our  strength  from  numbers,  without  attending  to 
circumstances,)  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a 
return  which  I  received  a  few  days  ago  from  the  forts  in 
the  Highlands,  and  add,  that  by  a  report  from  Colonel  Rit- 
zema's  Regiment,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  there  appeared  to  be 
only  ninety-seven  firelocks  and  seven  bayonets  belonging 
thereto,  and  that  all  the  regiments  from  the  eastward  are 
deficient  from  twenty  to  fifty  of  the  former.  Four  of  tliose 
companies  at  the  fortifications  in  the  Highlands  belong  to 
Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment ;  but  in  what  condition  the 
residue  are  on  account  of  anns,  and  how  Colonel  Wynkoop's 
men  are  provided,  I  cannot  undertake  to  say,  but  am  told 
most  miserably,  as  Colonel  Dayton's  (of  New-Jersey)  and 
Colonel  Wayne's  (of  Pennsylvania)  also  are.  This,  sir,  is 
a  true,  though  melancholy  description  of  our  situation ;  the 
propriety  therefore  of  keeping  arms  in  store,  when  men 
in  actual  pay  are  wanting  them,  and  who,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed, will,  as  they  ought,  bear  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
day,  is  submitted  with  all  due  deference  to  the  superior 
judgment  of  others.  I  cannot,  by  all  the  inquiries  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  learn  what  number  of  arms  have  been 
taken  from  the  Tories,  where  they  lie,  or  how  they  are 
to  be  got  at. 
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KAHES   OF   THE   CAPTAINS. 


Captain  William  Jackson's 
(Joinpany 

Capiain  Thomas  Moffat's 
Company 

Capt.  John  Winner's  Com- 
pany  
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Isaac  Nicoll,  Commanding  Officer. 

A  Return  of  the  state  of  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Mont- 
gomery, April  29,  1776. 
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Capt  Andrew  Billings's  Com- 
pany  

Capiain  James  Rosekrans's 
Company 

Capl.  Abraham  Swanwoni's 
Company 

Captain  John  Belknap's  Com- 
pany  

Capiain  Uriah  Drake's  Com- 
pany  


Total  strength. 
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A  true  copy  of  the  Return  made  by  Captain  Billings, 
examined  and  compared  at  Fort  Constitution. 

Isaac  Nicoll,  Commanding  Officer. 


GENERAL    ORDERS, 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  I,  1776. 
(Parole,  ShMoume.)  (Countersign  Tomishtnd ) 

The  Majors  of  Brigade  are  to  see  that  every  Regiment, 
in  their  respective  Brigades,  take  their  proper  share  of  all 
duties  that  the  service  requires. 

After  Orders. 

Colonel  McDougall's  and  Colonel  Ritzenm's  Regiments 
to  be  mustered  on  Saturday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  upon 
the  Common,  near  the  Laboratory,  where  the  Commissary- 
General  of  Musters  will  attend. 
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Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  2,  1776. 
(P»rolc.  eron*y )  (Countersign,  IVillttt) 

The  First,  Second,  and  Fourth  Brigades,  to  encamp  to- 
morrow, in  the  forenoon  ;  eacii  Regiment  to  be  drawn  up  on 
their  Regimental  parade,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  directly  marcii  to  the  ground  marked  out  for  their  en- 
campment, wiien  they  are  immediately  to  pitch  their  tents. 
The  Quartermaster-General  will  provide  camp-equipage, 
Avood,  and  straw,  necessary  for  the  encampment.. 

The  Brigadier-General,  or  officers  commanding,  will  at- 
tend to  the  encampment  of  their  respective  Brigades,  and 
see  that  one  Regiment  does  not  encroach  upon  another,  but 
encamp  exactly  ujwn  the  ground  assigned. 

The  Chief  Engineer,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Putnam,  to 
send  every  evening  the  details  for  the  working  parties 
wanted  for  the  next  day,  to  Major-General  Putnam,  who 
will  provide  boats,  and  give  the  necessary  orders  for  march- 
ing them  to  the  places  wlicre  they  are  to  work  ;  and  will 
also  direct  the  intrenching  tools  to  be  properly  distributed. 

Corporal  John  fFcni'er,  of  Captain  Williams's  Indepen- 
dent Company  of  RiHemen,  tried  at  a  late  General  Court- 
Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Baldwin  w  as  President,  for  '•  get- 
ting drunk  when  on  duty  :"  the  Court  find  the  prisoner  guilty 
of  the  charge,  and  do  sentence  him  to  be  reduced  to  the 
ranks,  and  whipped  thirty  lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

John  McGarra,  of  Captain  Stephenson's  Independent 
Company  of  Riflemen,  tried  at  the  above  General  Court- 
Martial,  for  "  mutinous  behaviour,"  is  found  guilty  by  the 
Court,  and  sentenced  to  be  whipped  fifteen  lashes  on  his 
bare  back. 

Samuel  Landers  and  Abner  Ftiller,  of  Captain  BisseWs 
Company,  in  Colonel  Huntington's  Regiment,  tried  at  the 
above  General  Court-Martial,  for  "  desertion :"  the  Court 
finding  tlie  prisoners  guilty  of  the  charge,  do  sentence  each 
of  them  to  receive  thirty  lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

The  General  approves  of  the  foregoing  sentences,  and 
orders  the  execution  of  them  to-morrow  morning,  at  guard 
mounting. 

The  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Baldudn 
is  President,  is  dissolved. 


Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May  3,  1776. 
(Parole,  Mbany.)  (Countersign,  <luebeck.) 

A  General  Court-Martial  of  the  line,  consisting  of  one 
Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  one  Major,  and  ten  Cap- 
tains, to  sit  to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  try  all  such 
prisoners  as  shall  be  brought  before  them.  All  evidences 
and  persons  concerned  to  attend  the  Court. 

Frederick  Roach,  a  Matross  in  tlie  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
tried  at  a  late  General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Bald- 
Vfin  was  President,  for  "  insulting  and  striking  Captain  Hull, 
and  for  insulting  some  inhabitants  on  Long-Island:"  The 
Court  finding  the  prisoner  guilty  of  the  charge,  do  sentence 
him  to  be  wliipped  thirty-nine  lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

Edward  McCartnei/,  of  Captain  Hardenburgh's  Com- 
pany, in  Colonel  Ritzema's  Regiment,  tried  at  the  above 
General  Court-Martial,  for  "desertion,"  is  found  guilty  by 
the  Court,  and  by  them  sentenced  to  receive  thirty-nine 
lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

John  Maxfield,  of  Captain  Tyler's  Company,  in  Colonel 
Huntington's  Regiment,  tried  by  the  above  General  Court- 
Martial,  for  "desertion:"  The  Court  finding  the  prisoner 
guilty  of  the  charge,  do  sentence  him  to  be  whipped  thirty- 
nine  lashes  on  his  naked  back,  for  said  offence. 

Charles  Bowen,  of  Captain  Potter's  Company,  in  Colo- 
nel Dayton's  Regiment,  tried  by  the  above  General  Court- 
Martial,  for  "  desertion,"  is  found  guilty  by  the  Court,  and 
sentenced  to  be  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

The  General  approvesof  each  of  tiie  foregoing  sentences, 
and  orders  them  to  be  put  in  execution  to-morrow  morning, 
at  guard  mounting. 


Head-Quarler«,  New- York,  May  4,  1776. 
(Parole,  MontreaL)  (Countersign,  .S(.  JoAn'j.) 

The  weather  proving  wet  and  cold,  the  Regiments  that 
did  not  encamp  yesterday  are  to  remain  in  their  present 
quarters  untH  Monday  morning,  when  they  are  to  marcli, 
and  encamp  upon  the  ground  assigned  them. 

The  undernamed  officers  are  appointed  by  the  General 
to  oversee  the  works  laid  out  by  the  Engineer:  Captain 


Chapman,  of  Co]one\  Prescott's  Regiment,  Lieutenant  Cole, 
of  Colonel  Wyllys's  Regiment,  Lieutenant  Fish,  of  Colonel 
Learned's  Regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Goodall,  of  Colonel 
Reed's  Regiment. 

Tiie  Colonels,  or  commanding-officers  of  Regiments,  are 
to  be  particular  in  obliging  their  Quartermasters  constantly 
to  attend  to  the  cleaning  the  streets  of  their  encampment ; 
and  especially  to  the  digging  and  fixing  the  necessaries  in 
the  place  appointed  for  that  purpose;  which  are  every 
morning  to  be  lightly  covered  with  fresh  earth,  and  at  stated 
times  filled  up,  and  new  ones  dug ;  to  the  end  that  all  ob- 
noxious and  unwholesome  smells  be  prevented  from  infect- 
ing the  camp.  The  Quartermasters  are  also  carefully  to 
see  all  filth  and  carrion,  in  or  near  their  encampments,  im- 
mediately buried. 

The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  have  been 
pleased  to  ajipoint  fVilliam  Palfrey,  Esq.,  to  be  Paymaster- 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Colonies ;  he  is  to  be 
respected  and  obeyed  as  such. 

Colonel  Parso7is's  and  Colonel  Huntington's  Regiments 
to  be  mustered  in  the  front  of  their  encampment,  upon 
Tuesday  morning  next.  They  are  to  prepare  their  Rolls 
accordingly.  The  Mustermaster-General  will  attend  at 
eight  o'clock. 

William  Winshto,  soldier  in  Captain  Johnston's  Com- 
pany, in  Colonel  McDougall's  Regiment,  tried  at  a  late 
General  Court-Martial,  whereof  Colonel  Baldicin  was  Pre- 
sident, for  "desertion,"  is  acquitted  by  the  Court.  The 
General  orders  the  prisoner  to  b(!  released  from  his  confine- 
ment ;  and  wishes  he  could  add  his  approbation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court-Martial. 

Head-Quarters,  New- York,  May5,  177G. 
(Parole,  Franklin.)  (Countersign,  Chiae.) 

The  Commanding-Officers  of  Regiments  to  send  a  re- 
turn to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Armourers  and 
Smiths  in  their  respective  corps ;  when  such  as  are  neces- 
sary for  the  service  of  the  Army  will  he  drafted. 

Colonel  Wyllys's  and  Colonel  Amol(Vs  Regiments  are 
to  be  mustered  in  the  front  of  their  encampment,  upon  Wed- 
nesday morning  next,  at  eight  o'clock,  when  the  Commis- 
sary-General of  Musters  will  attend. 

The  officers  commanding  the  guards  in  and  near  the 
encampment,  are  to  be  particulariy  attentive  to  prevent  any 
waste  or  depredation  being  committed  upon  the  fields,  fences, 
trees,  or  buildings,  about  the  camp.  Turf  is  not  permitted 
to  be  cut,  unless  by  the  express  orders  of  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer ;  and  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier,  who  is 
detected  cutting  any  of  the  trees  or  shrubs,  or  destroying 
any  of  the  fences,  near  the  camp,  will  be  confined,  and  tried 
for  disobedience  of  orders.  The  Quartermaster-General 
will  supply  a  certain  quantity  of  boards  for  flooring  for  the 
tents  of  every  Regiment ;  which  are  on  no  account  to  be 
converted  to  any  other  use. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  ordered  upon  command,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Tapper,  of  which  a  roll  is  this  day  de- 
livered to  the  several  lirigade-Majoi-s,  are  to  be  continued 
upon  that  command  until  further  orders  ;  and  the  Regiments 
they  are  severally  drafted  from  are  to  have  an  allowance  in 
the  roll  of  duty  accordingly. 


COLONEL    CHAMBKRS    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Utrecht,  (Long-Island,  New-York,)  May  5,  1776. 

Sir  :  By  Lieutenant  Dochcrty  I  send  to  your  Excellency 
one  Peter  Pillyousc,  who  was  takc^n  yesterday  coming  from 
the  Asia  man-of-war ;  he  was  taken  by  Mr.  Dochcrty,  who 
commanded  the  picket-guard  at  that  time,  and  will  let  you 
know  the  particulars  ;  from  your  humble  servant, 

James  Chambers,  Lieutenant- Colonel. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief. 


COLONEL    GEORGE    CLINTON    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New-Windsor,  May  5,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  On  my  arrival  here  I  went  immediately  to 
Fishkill,  to  make  inquiry  about  the  arms  said  to  be  stored  at 
Wiltsy's.  I  find  that,  about  a  week  ago,  a  certain  Duncan 
Campbell,  a  Major  in  the  Ministerial  Army,  taken  on  board 
the  enemy's  vessels  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sorrel,  came  to  tlie 
Fishkill,  on  board  of  an  Albany  sloop,  landed  there,  and 
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put  in  Wilts]f  s  iiVora  a  number  of  chests  and  trunks,  contain- 
ing (as  he  said)  officei's'  baggage,  for  which  he  took  Wiltsifs 
receipt.  He  liad  a  pass  from  General  Schuyler  to  go  to 
Fredericksburgh,  in  Dutchess  County,  witii  liis  baggage, 
which  lie  showed  fViltsy,  and  apphed  for  assistance  to  take  his 
chests,  &ic.,  there ;  but  being  disappointed  in  getting  teams 
for  the  purpose,  they  lay  some  days  in  the  store ;  in  which 
time,  some  little  boys,  playing  in  the  store,  discovered  that 
one  of  the  chests,  which  had  been  nailed  down  and  lashed 
with  a  rope,  but  had  partly  got  open,  contained  fire-arms, 
of  which  they  acquainted  Mr.  WUtsy,  who  immediately 
gave  the  Committee  of  the  Precinct  notice  thereof.  The 
Committee  met,  opened  the  chest,  found  it  contained  thir- 
teen officers'  pieces,  with  a  paper,  on  which  was  written  the 
owners'  names,  fastened  to  each  ;  seven  broadswords,  and 
some  pistols.  The  Committee  ordered  all  the  chests  (nine 
in  number)  to  their  Chairman's  house,  about  ten  miles  back 
in  the  country,  wiiere  they  now  are,  as  yet  unopened  ;  but 
from  their  extraordinary  weight,  it  is  probable  they  are  all 
filled  with  arms.  The  trunks  which  contained  baggage 
only  are  not  detained — I  believe  taken  away  by  Campbell. 
The  Conniiittee  have  appointed  to  meet  and  open  all  the 
chests  on  Monday  next,  and  have  summoned  Campbell  to 
attend  them.  In  this  I  fear  they  have  been  over-prudent, 
for  if  guilty  he  will  fly  for  it — it  is  reported,  and  I  believe, 
he  has  already. 

It  will  be  out  of  my  power  to  attend  the  Committee  to 
open  the  chests,  as  my  business  calls  me  to  Kingston  (forty 
miles  distant)  on  that  day.  I  have,  therefore,  sent  the 
Chairman  your  order  to  me,  enclosed  in  a  letter,  of  which  I 
now  send  you  a  copy.  And  as  he  is  an  active  man,  warmly 
engaged  in  his  country's  cause,  I  doubt  not  but  everything 
will  be  done,  as  well  for  securing  the  arms  as  Campbell,  if 
necessary,  and  as  soon  as  I  receive  their  report,  I  will  trans- 
mit it  to  you. 

Fredericksburgh  is  a  neighbourhood  in  which  several 
Scotch  half-pay  officers  (of  course  disaffected  persons)  live  ; 
among  the  rest  Menos,  mentioned  in  the  letter  you  showed 
me.  I  cannot  learn  with  certainty  that  he  is  gone  off,  though 
it  is  confidently  said  many  persons  in  that  place  have  lately 
absconded. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  esteem,  your  most  obedient  ser- 


vant, 


George  Clinton. 


To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


behold  this  once  happy  country,  amidst  all  the  evil  attempts 
of  her  British  enemies  to  enslave  and  oppress  her,  and  whilst 
she  is  involved  in  all  the  tuniults  of  war,  still  fix  that  system 
for  which  she  is  contending,  by  forming  a  Constitution  of 
Government  the  most  equitable  and  desirable  that  human 
imagination  could  invent,  thereby  convincing  the  world  of 
the  justice  of  her  intentions,  and  her  own  regard  to  the 
rights  of  mankind.  The  present  Constitution  of  Govern- 
ment, formed  by  the  late  Congress  of  this  Colony,  promises 
to  its  inhabitants  every  happy  effect  which  can  arise  from 
society.  Equal  and  just  in  its  principles,  wise  and  virtuous 
in  its  ends  ;  we  now  see  every  hope  of  future  liberty,  safety, 
and  happiness  confirmed  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  and 
the  possession  of  which  our  own  virtuous  pei-severance  must 
render  perpetual.  Every  good  citizen  will  joyfully  exult  at 
those  considerations ;  and  when  he  finds  himself  living  in  a 
community  where  virtue  alone  is  sovereign,  where  tyranny 
is  banished,  and  every  system  of  oppression  held  as  detest- 
able, earnestly  endeavour,  regardless  of  every  danger,  to 
support  these  glorious  advantages  against  any  hand  that 
dares  to  molest  them.  And  should  there  be  a  wretch  so 
lost  to  every  humane  principle,  whose  heart  but  harbours 
the  least  dissatisfaction  in  such  a  situation,  we  hold  him  as 
unworthy  the  society  of  men. 

II.  We  cannot  but  express  our  unfeigned  satisfaction 
in  the  choice  of  the  present  publick  officers  acting  under 
our  Constitution,  the  method  of  their  appointment  being 
founded  on  the  strictest  justice  and  impartiality,  the  dura- 
tion of  their  power  being  consistent  with  every  principle  of 
safety  to  the  people,  and  the  characters  of  such  as  are  now 
in  appointment  so  confided  in  from  their  well-known  per- 
sonal merits. 

HI.  When  we  reflect  on  the  general  harmony  which 
now  prevails  in  this  part  of  the  Colony,  and  are  sensible 
how  soon  tlie  good  effect  of  our  present  Government  must 
appear  to  every  one,  we  promise  to  ourselves  the  happiness 
of  soon  seeing  this  oppressed  and  much  injured  Colony  en- 
joying a  state  of  freedom  and  felicity  unknown  before. 

And  lastly :  We  beg  leave  to  return  our  sincere  thanks  to 
the  Honourable  Mr.  Justice  Mathews  for  his  truly  patriotick 
and  spirited  charge  delivered  to  us  at  the  opening  of  this 
session,  and  to  request  that  these  our  sentiments  and  thanks 
be  printed  in  the  publick  papers. 

Benjamin  Young,  Foreman. 

May  6,  1776. 


JOHN    COLLINS    TO    ADMIRAL    HOPKINS. 

Newport,  April  5,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  congratulate  you  on  the  success  of  your 
cruise  with  the  Continental  fleet ;  and  hope,  nay,  expect  to 
see  the  day  when  the  American  fleets  will  give  laws  on  the 
Atlantkk  Ocean.  It  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  see 
your  fleet  riding  in  the  harbour  of  Newport.  The  present 
motions  in  this  town,  I  make  no  doubt,  you  are  well  inform- 
ed of.  We  received  with  joy  the  ten  cannon  you  sent  us, 
and  expect  to  get  them  mounted  before  this  week  is  out,  in 
proper  forts  and  batteries.  We  have  ten  of  our  old  twenty- 
four  and  eighteen-poundijrs  mounted,  and  two  that  you  sent 
us ;  and  hope  you  will  send  as  many  more  as  you  con- 
veniently can. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  your  humble  serrant, 

John  Collins. 
To  Eseck  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Admiral  of  the  Continental  Fleet, 

New-London. 


presentments    of    the    grand    jury    at    GEORGETOWN, 
SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

I.  When  a  People,  ever  dutiful  and  affectionate  to  that 
system  of  Government  formed  for  their  happiness,  and  un- 
der which  they  had  long  lived,  find  that,  by  the  baseness 
and  corruption  of  their  rulers,  those  laws  which  were  intend- 
ed as  th(^  guardians  of  their  sacred  and  unalienable  rights, 
are  impiously  perverted  into  instinjments  of  oppression  ; 
and,  in  violation  of  every  social  compact,  and  the  ties  of 
common  justice,  every  means  is  adopted  by  those  whom 
they  instituted  to  govern  and  protect  them,  to  enslave  and 
destroy  them :  human  nature  and  the  laws  of  God  justify 
their  em|)loying  those  means  for  redress  which  self-preser- 
vation dictates.     It  is  with  the  most  joyful  sensibility  we 


VIRGINIA    ASSEMBLY    DISSOLVED. 

Williameburgh,  May  10,  1776. 

Last  Monday,  May  6,  forty-five  Members  of  the  House  of 
Burgesses  met  at  the  Capitol  pursuant  to  their  last  adjourn- 
ment ;  but  it  being  their  opinion  that  the  people  could  not 
now  be  legally  represented  according  to  the  ancient  Consti- 
tution, which  has  been  subverted  by  the  King,  Lords  and 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  and  consequently  dissolved, 
they  unanimously  dissolved  themselves  accordingly. 

The  same  day,  the  General  Convention  of  Delegates 
from  the  Counties  and  Corporations  in  this  Colony  met  at 
the  Capitol. 


INDEPENDENCE    IN    BUCKINGHAM    COUNTY,    VIRGINIA, 

To  Charles  Patterson  and  John  Cabell,  Gentlemen 
Delegates  for  the  County  of  Buckingham,  now  in  Gene- 
ral Convention: 

The  Address  and  Instnictions  of  the  Freeholders  of  the 
said  County. 

As  you  were  elected  and  deputed  by  us  to  fill  the  most 
diflicult  and  important  places  that  the  Representatives  of 
this  County  were  ever  appointed  to  act  in,  we  cannot,  in 
justice  to  ourselves  and  posterity,  forbear  to  give  some  in- 
structions concerning  the  discharge  of  your  great  trust.  In 
this  we  have  the  example  of  many ;  but  would  not  tie  you 
down  in  a  manner  too  strict  and  positive.  Though  a  general 
confidence  in  your  honesty  and  wisdom  may  be  required  ; 
yet,  in  some  great  and  leading  questions,  it  may  not  be  unne- 
cessary to  take  the  sense  of  your  constituents :  we  give  you 
oui-s  in  the  plainest,  easiest,  and  best  metliod  it  can  be  col- 
lected. If  it  does  not  agree  with  the  general  opinion,  we 
trust,  at  least,  it  will  be  pardonable.  Actuated  by  a  warm 
and  sincere  regard  for  the  interests  and  rights  of  mankind, 
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and  a  deep  sense  of  our  present  situation,  we  wish  to  think 
and  proceed  aright  in  affairs  of  such  great  consequence ; 
and  are  wilhng,  tiierefore,  to  submit  our  opinions  to  the 
candid  judgment  of  tiie  publick. 

Tiie  unhappy  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  these 
United  Colonies  seems  now  arrived  to  a  crisis,  from  whence 
■events  ougiit  to  take  place  which,  at  the  beginning,  we  be- 
lieve, were  in  contemplation  of  but  few,  and  even  by  them 
viewed  at  a  much  greater  distance.  When  dissensions 
first  arose,  we  felt  our  hearts  wannly  attached  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  Royal  family  ;  but  now  the  case 
is  inucii  altered.  At  that  tijue  we  wisi)ed  to  look  upon  the 
Ministry  and  Parliament  as  the  only  fountains  from  which 
the  bitter  waters  flowed,  and  considered  the  King  as  deceiv- 
ed and  misguided  by  his  counseiloi-s ;  and  were  therefore  le«J 
to  think  that  he  might,  in  a  proper  time,  open  his  eyes,  and 
become  a  mediator  between  his  contending  subjects.  The 
measures,  however,  still  (pursued  against  America  leave  no 
room  to  expect  such  an  interposition  from  motives  of  good- 
ness and  affection,  or  with  concessions,  which  may  be  justly 
recpiired.  Our  enemies  denounce  our  ruin,  from  the  whole 
tenour  of  their  conduct ;  and  the  King's  speeches,  and  ad- 
dresses, resolutions,  and  acts  of  the  Parliament,  are  evidently 
concerted  to  carry  their  great  favourite  point.  Prospects 
of  a  reconciliation  have  0])ened  themselves  to  some ;  but 
they,  we  fear,  were  only  the  ignorant,  credulous,  and  un- 
wary ;  and  even  to  them  they  must,  ere  this,  have  closed 
with  more  threatening  appearances.  The  gracious  receipt 
of  a  Continental  petition,  and  the  bare  mention  of  Commis- 
sioners, have  been  severally  construed  good  marks  of  recon- 
cilement and  peace,  by  those  who  too  fondly  hoped  what 
was  generally  desired. 

When  the  British  Parliament  assumed  an  absolute  power 
over  us,  and  attempted  to  exercise  that  power,  an  opposition 
was  formed  in  the  United  Colonies,  the  most  pacifick  which 
could  be  adopted,  with  any  probability  of  success,  in  the 
last  resort,  should  our  enemies  persist  in  their  measures,  and 
endeavour  to  drive  us  into  submission  by  force.  This  op- 
position became  a  great  offence  in  their  eyes :  our  petitions 
were  treated  with  contempt,  our  actions  termed  rebellious, 
and  arras  used  to  subdue  us.  As  the  Colonies  seemed 
detennined,  from  the  first,  to  maintain  their  rights,  and  the 
rights  of  a  free  people,  they  were  obliged  to  repel  force  by 
force ;  and,  for  the  effectual  purpose  thereof,  as  occasions 
required,  to  take  into  their  own  hands  the  Legislative,  Exe- 
cutive, and  Judicial  powers  of  Government.  This  was  a 
necessary  consequence,  and  no  settled  and  permanent  op- 
position could  be  made  without  it.  They  violated  the  faith 
of  Charters,  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  attempted 
to  destroy  our  legal  as  well  as  natural  rights.  We  could  do 
nothing  without  forming  at  least  a  temporary  Government 
of  our  own,  by  laying  aside  that  part,  and  dispensing  with 
those  fonns,  of  the  old  Constitution,  which  were  incompati- 
ble with  our  safety  or  success.  They  have  broken  through 
positive  laws,  and  express  acts  of  Assembly,  as  well  as  the 
ties  which  unite  man  to  man  in  general  affection ;  by  which 
means  they  have  become  felons  and  enemies  under  those 
laws.  In  the  struggle,  the  lives  of  hundreds  have  been 
destroyed ;  flourishing  towns  burnt  down  and  demolished ; 
property  seized  and  taken,  secretly  and  openly ;  thousands 
reduced  from  easy  and  affluent  circumstances  to  poverty  and 
distress  ;  and  all  the  horrors  of  an  expensive  and  dreadful  war 
experienced.  We  have  opposed  with  arms,  and  persevered 
in  our  measures,  with  a  resolution  to  maintain  oui-  rights,  and 
regarded  no  law  heretofore  made  but  as  it  was  found  con- 
sistent with  such  a  laudable  design.  Both  sides  grew  every 
day  more  and  more  incensed,  from  circumstances  which 
always  arise  in  such  contests ;  and  that  general  confidence, 
so  necessary  to  the  support  of  every  kind  of  Government, 
seems  entirely  annihilated,  without  a  prospect  of  reunion  of- 
affections  sufficient  to  restore  it ;  it  becomes  daily  more  out 
of  their  power  and  farther  from  their  inclinations  to  put  us 
on  the  footing  we  stood  at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  or  re- 
pair the  great  damages  we  have  sustained ;  which,  if  they 
should  ever  confess  their  errors,  and  desire  to  close  with  us 
on  the  terms  we  have  hitherto  offered,  they  must,  in  justice 
and  reason,  agree  ought  to  be  done. 

Besides,  the  welfare  of  ourselves  and  future  generations 
■obliges  us  to  turn  matters  over  in  every  point  of  view,  and 
consider  what  has  been  the  issue  of  contests  most  similar  to 
.our  own.     As  virtue  or  publick  spirit  cannot  be  thoroughly 


lost  in  any  country,  but  must  survive  in  the  breasts  of  many 
individuals,  so  it  would  be  too  sanguine  to  iniagine  that  any 
country  is  without  some  men  of  ambitious  and  selfish  views, 
who,  taking  the  advantage  of  fiivourable  opportunities  and 
an  unsettled  state,  turn  the  scale  too  much  to  their  own  side, 
and  destroy  the  liberty  or  fix  the  chains  of  their  country. 
This  evil  we  find  generally  arises  in  or  after  civil  broils, 
when  the  people  have  no  established  Government,  or  are 
led,  from  a  sense  of  danger  or  unlimited  confidence,  to  give 
themselves  up  blindly  to  their  leaders.  This  misfortune,  we 
hope,  will  never  happen  among  us  ;  nor  do  we  believe  that, 
at  this  time,  there  is  any  influence  or  inclination  to  effect  or 
desire  it.  However,  it  is  better  to  prevent  evils  than  have 
them  to  remedy ;  and  no  precaution  can  be  too  great  for  the 
attainment  of  eveiy  valuable  end  to  mankind.  When  things 
are  fixed  in  a  point  beyond  the  present,  many  advantages 
may  probably  accrue;  we,  therefore,  your  constituents,  re- 
commend and  instruct  you,  as  far  as  your  voices  will  contri- 
bute, to  cause  a  total  and  final  separation  from  Great  Bri- 
tain to  take  place  as  soon  as  possible ;  or,  as  we  conceive 
this  great  point  will  not  come  within  your  immediate  pro- 
vince, that,  as  far  as  in  your  power,  you  cause  such  instruc- 
tions to  be  given  to  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the 
Continental  Congress ;  that  you  weigh  well  the  importance 
of  the  matter,  and  endeavour  to  lodge  ])ow'cr  in  the  hands 
of  those  whose  honesty,  wisdom,  and  love  for  their  country, 
will  direct  them  to  use  it  for  the  publick  good ;  that,  as  far 
as  you  conceive  are  admitted,  you  cause  a  free  and  happy 
Constitution  to  be  established,  with  a  renimciation  of  the 
old,  or  so  much  thereof  as  has  been  foimd  inconvenient 
and  oppressive ;  and  that  you  endeavour  to  fix  a  publick 
jealousy  in  this  Constitution,  as  an  essential  principle  of  its 
support. 

In  the  present  unsetded  state  of  affairs,  when  the  Govern- 
ment erected  among  us  is  confessed  on  all  hands  to  be  only 
temporary,  for  die  inniiediate  purpose  of  opposing  the  arbi- 
trary strides  of  Great  Britain,  and  effecting  a  reconciliation 
with  the  mother  country ;  when  the  contest  is  between  sub- 
ject and  subject,  whh  the  established  power  of  peace  and 
war  at  the  head  of  our  enemies,  and  our  professions  and 
actions  tend  only  to  bring  about  a  reconciliation,  we  have 
not  the  least  room  to  beheve  that  any  foreign  nation  will 
espouse  our  cause  in  an  open  and  an  avowed  manner ;  but 
when  we  lay  aside  these  considerations,  and  bid  the  last 
adieu,  some  foreign  power  may,  for  their  own  interest,  lend 
an  assisting  hand,  settle  a  trade,  and  enable  us  to  discharge 
the  great  burdens  of  the  war,  which  otlierwise  may  become 
intolerable. 

Here,  again,  we  would  direct  you,  as  far  as  relates  to 
your  Province,  to  beware  of  any  other  than  commercial 
alliances  with  foreigners ;  and  to  keep  their  armies  off  your 
shores,  if  possible.  We  ask  for  a  full  representation ;  free 
and  frequent  elections ;  and  that  no  standing  armies  what- 
ever should  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace.  We  trust  you 
will  use  your  utmost  care  and  circumspection  at  this  trying 
crisis,  that,  as  America  is  the  last  of  the  world  w  liich  has 
contended  for  her  liberty,  so  she  may  be  the  most  free 
and  happy.  She  has  many  advantages  which  others  in 
nearly  her  circumstances  have  not  known,  arising  from 
her  situation  and  strength,  and  the  experience  of  all  be- 
fore to  profit  by.  View  well  the  defects  in  other  Go- 
vernments, and  consider  the  visible  causes  which  reduced 
them  from  freedom  to  slavery,  or  raised  them  from  slavery 
to  liberty ;  and  learn  by  these  examples.  It  was  by  a 
Revolution,  and  the  choice  of  the  people,  that  the  pre- 
sent Royal  family  was  seated  on  the  Throne  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  we  conceive  the  Supreme  Being  hath  left  it  in 
our  power  to  choose  what  Government  we  please  for  our 
civil  and  religious  happiness ;  and  when  that  becomes  de- 
fective, or  deviates  from  the  end  of  its  institution,  and  can- 
not be  corrected,  that  the  people  may  form  themselves  into 
another,  avoiding  the  defects  of  the  former.  This  we  would 
now  wish  to  have  effected,  as  soon  as  the  general  consent 
approves,  and  the  wisdom  of  our  councils  will  admit ;  that 
we  nray,  as  far  as  possible,  keep  up  our  primary  object, 
and  not  lose  ourselves  in  hankering  after  a  reconciliation 
with  Great  Britain. 

Good  Government  alone,  and  the  prosperity  of  mankind, 
can  be  in  the  Divine  intention ;  we  pray,  therefore,  that, 
under  the  superintending  providence  of  the  Ruler  of  the 
Universe,  a  Government  may  be  established  in  America, 
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the  most  free,  happy,  and  permanent,  that  human  wisdom 
can  contrive,  and  the  perfection  of  man  maintain. 
Published  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

RoLFE  Eldridge,  Clerk. 


CHARLES    MAC    IVER   TO    ROBERT   TOWNSHEND    HOOE. 

Alexandria,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir:  As  I  have  never  been  concerned  in  drawing  Peti- 
tions or  Memorials,  and  have  no  paterns  of  such  writings, 
may  I  hope  your  honourable  Convention  will  condescend  to 
grant  the  contents  of  this  paper  a  hearing,  destitute  as  it  will 
be  of  form. 

I  would  humbly  represent,  that  I  have  for  many  years  in- 
terested myself  in  plans  of  emigration,  which,  though  they 
may  seem  directly  intended  for  the  benefit  of  particular  peo- 
ple, yet  were  also  originally  intended,  and  eventual!)'  calcu- 
lated, for  the  emolument  and  prosperity  of  this  Continent, 
wherein  I  have  been  long  disposed  to  end  my  days. 

Though  more  instrumental  in  these  emigrations  than  any 
individual  I  have  heard  of,  others  reaped  the  benefit  of  my 
designs,  whilst  I  lost  time  and  money  by  the  unpunctuality, 
clashing  interests,  selfishness,  indolence,  and  inattention  of 
various  people  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantick. 

When  the  spirit  of  emigration  was  largely  diffused  among 
the  common  people,  some  people  of  superior  rank  took  ad- 
vantage of  it ;  and,  desirous  to  fatten  on  the  ignorance  and 
dependance  of  their  poorer  countrymen,  conceived  the  de- 
sign of  diverting  them  into  clusters,  resembling  the  clanships 
of  their  native  country.  At  the  same  time  1  was  deceived 
by  some,  and  disappointed  in  my  expectations  of  others  on 
this  side,  which  obliged  those  1  had  instructed  and  retained 
as  my  assistants  on  the  other  side  to  look  for  employment 
elsewhere.  Employers  they  readily  found,  and  some,  both 
employers  and  assistants,  have  made  fortunes,  of  which  the 
greatest  part  might  have  been  fixed  in  America,  could  I  have 
got  the  Virginians  to  adventure.  As  I  have  wasted  many 
years  depending  on  a  successful  issue  of  my  designs,  so  I 
have  contracted  such  a  relish  for  them  as  has  disqualified  me, 
in  some  measure,  from  the  pursuit  of  other  business,  though 
I  understand  a  variety. 

Wherefore,  though  you  promised  no  support  to  the  plan 
of  wliich  you  have  heard  the  sketch,  which,  as  a  member  of 
Convention,  you  did  not  think  it  your  duty  nor  for  the  in- 
terest of  your  constituents  to  do ;  yet,  agreeable  to  what  you 
thought  the  Convention  would  encourage,  give  me  leave  to 
represent  that  the  address  necessary  to  engage  any  kind  of 
emigration  is  no  more  than  a  necessary  part  of  the  plan  I 
showed  you.  I  have  never  failed  to  persuade  the  poor  and 
disinterested  of  my  country  with  whom  I  had  opportunities  of 
conversing,  except  in  very  few  instances,  wherein  they  were 
tampered  with  and  supported  by  men  of  superior  wealth,  and 
principles  widely  different.  I  therefore  entertain  little  doubt 
of  success  of  engaging  artisans,  of  whom  my  former  plans 
required  no  inconsiderable  number. 

The  wisdom  of  the  honourable  Convention  may  devise 
some  plan  of  alluring  and  interesting  the  affections  of  such 
people,  whether  by  removing  every  civil  or  religious  stum- 
bling-block, if  such  exists,  or  some  temporary  or  permanent 
accommodation  equally  inviting. 

The  last  paragraph  solely  regards  the  plan  you  propose  to 
support  in  Convention.  I  would  now  beg  leave  to  address 
you,  and  such  other  members  of  your  honourable  body  as  it 
may  suit  to  adventure  as  individuals,  or  in  mercantile  ad- 
ventures or  copartnerships.  To  such  I  would  intimate  that 
I  have  not  relinquished  the  design  of  diverting  a  considerable 
part  of  the  tide  of  emigration  to  the  districts  oiFotomack,  on 
which  I  had  in  a  more  particular  manner  fixed  my  affections. 
My  hopes  are  founded  on  a  proper  acquaintance  with  what 
appertains  to  this  subject,  and  the  best  instruments  in  Scot- 
land, and  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 

If,  in  these  pursuits,  I  can  procure  such  appointments  from 
the  Convention  and  individuals  as  may  enable  me  to  jiur- 
sue  my  design  with  incessant  application  among  the  various 
ranks  of  life,  and  to  shift  my  situation  as  often  as  it  is  proper 
and  necessary  so  to  do,  I  have  little  doubt  of  acquitting  my- 
self a  useful  member  of  your  community. 

Whatever  selfishness  may  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  this  un- 
dertaking, I  beg  it  may  also  be  known  that  I  have  long  been 
inclined  to  repose  my  hopes  of  political  happiness  on  the 
prosperity  of  America,  to  which  lew  of  her  own  sons  have 


been  attached  with  such  a  fervour  of  enthusiasm.  If  the 
honourable  Convention  is  pleased  to  enjoin  it  upon  me  as  a 
necessary  task,  I  doubt  not  of  procuring  such  consistent  evi- 
dence of  this,  as  they  may  also  please  to  accept  as  an  ear- 
nest of  the  zeal  and  fidelity  witli  which  I  propose  to  serve 
them.  And  as  a  further  security  against  any  egregious  im- 
position, I  would  humbly  propose  that  one  or  more  sensible 
and  candid  friends  of  the  Convention,  residing  in  Europe, 
may  have  a  jKiwer  to  disburse  my  appointments  with  such 
precaution  that  I  may  not  long  eat  the  bread  of  idleness,  nor 
be  allowed  to  triumph  in  my  ingratitude  to  the  country  and 
magnanimity  of  the  Convention.  At  the  same  time  let  me 
beg  the  honourable  Convention  may  give  me  assurances  of 
support  and  redress  against  the  selfishness,  caprices,  or  ty- 
ranny of  any  persons  intrusted  with  sucli  a  power. 

Too  much  address,  secrecy,  and  precaution  on  all  hands 
cannot  be  used  in  this  business ;  for,  notwithstanding  I  may 
have  as  many  advantages  on  the  whole,  from  the  country  of 
my  birth,  from  the  nature  of  my  education,  and  the  manner 
of  my  life,  as  most  men  ;  yet  unknown  dangers  from  private 
attacks,  publick  oppression,  or  despotick  laws,  may  start  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  business. 

In  hopes  of  all  the  support  you  and  other  sons  of  liberty 
can  give  this  undertaking,  (which,  for  various  reasons,  can- 
not commence  at  a  more  proper  period  than  the  present,)  I 
respectfully  remain,  sir,  your  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

Charles  Mac  Iver. 
To  Robert  Tovmshend  Hooe,  Esquire. 


ROBERT  POTTENS  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  6,  1776. 

Honourable  Sirs  :  Sometime  ago  I  did  myself  the  plea- 
sure of  waiting  on  you  with  two  letters  of  recommendation, 
one  from  William  Lux,  Esquire,  the  other  from  Major  Gist, 
intimating  that  I  was  willing  to  serve  this  country  as  far  as 
my  abilities  weie  able.  As  I  am  informed  there  are  at  present 
some  resignations,  I  hope  your  Honours  will  be  so  kind  as  to 
think  of  me,  and  grant  any  commission  that  you  may  think 
my  character  most  deserving  of;  or  if  not  now,  at  any  time 
hereafter  that  may  be  most  convenient.  I  hope  if  I  am  so 
happy  as  to  be  granted  a  commission,  that  I  shall  discharge 
my  trust  with  fortitude  and  honour,  and  shall  never  be  back- 
ward when  occasion  requires. 

I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself,  honourable  sirs, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Robert  Pottens. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Maryland  Council  of  Safety. 


BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE  TO  THE  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OP 
SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  ] 

May  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant. 
Mr.  Young  had  liberty  to  take  the  schooner  Ninety-Two  at 
our  last  meeting.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
our  boom  is  now  laid  down,  and  so  far  secured  that  we  judge 
the  vessels  sunk  at  Whetstone  may  be  removed.  You  will 
therefore  please  to  give  orders  for  that  purpose  as  soon  as 
you  think  proper. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 
Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman, 
William  Lux,  Vice  Chairman, 
William  Buchanan,     James  Calhoun, 
John  Sterrett,  William  Boyd, 

B.  Griffith,  William  Aisquith. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


GEORGE  WOOLSEY  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  I  received  your  favour  of  the  3d  instant  by 
Captain  Fulford,  and  observe  the  contents  ;  and  never  was 
so  much  surprised  as  on  the  receipt,  and  your  informing  me 
that  you  never  heard  from  me  since  tiie  9tli  of  February, 
which  was  the  time  I  contracted  with  you  for  the  brig  Ro- 
gers;  and,  also,  that  it  does  not  appear  to  you  that  I  have 
done  anything.  In  the  purchase  of  her  cargo,  it  certainly 
must  appear  to  you  that,  when  the  Committee  took  the 
vessels  here  to  sink  for  the  safety  of  this  town,  mine  was 
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detained  as  well  as  all  others ;  and  I  do  suppose  that  Charles  retaken  had  been  partly  the  property  of  myself  and  brother ; 
Carroll,  Esquire,  must  know  that  was  the  case.  However,  but  unjustly  seized  by  Captain  Collins,  and  that  you  told 
soon  after  the  Otter  was  here,  Mr.  William  Lux  was  going    him  if  "l  would  prove  the  property  you  would  have  her  paid 


to  Annapolis,  and  1  requested  him  to  let  you  know  that  my 
brij;  was  detained,  and  the  cargo  ready  to  put  on  board  her, 
and  requested  your  further  instructions.  On  his  return  he 
told  me  that  you  had  not  any  further  orders  to  give  me ;  but 
if  you  had  any  furtiic^r  you  would  send  them  to  me  here- 


after ;  on  which  account  l  thought  it  was  unnecessary  to  give    papei-s  will  do. 


for.  This  I  shall  be  able  very  amply  to  do,  by  some  papers 
1  expect  from  yirginia  next  post.  If  your  Excellency  can 
find  time  from  your  more  important  business,  shall  esteem  it 
a  favour  if  you  will  inform  me  whether  it  will  be  necessary 
for  me  to  come  to  JSew-  York  myself,  or  whether  sending  the 


you  any  more  trouble,  but  resolved  to  load  the  vessel  as  soon 
as  possession  was  given  n)e,  unless  orders  had  come  from 
you  to  the  contrary.  Last  Monday  they  gave  me  possession, 
and  I  now  have  nine  hundred  barrels  on  board  her,  and  I 
shall  have  her  ready  for  sea  this  week  ;  and  I  hope  in  the 
end  shall  give  you  every  necessary  satisfaction,  though  you 
seem  to  think,  by  what  you  say  in  your  letter,  that  I  have 
not  laid  out  the  ])ubliek  money  (iroperly.  If  I  had  been  one 
of  those  kind  of  men,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  of  this  town, 
would  not  have  given  me  a  letter  to  any  friend  he  had,  and 


Your  answer  will  much  oblige,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
*'""*'^"^'  Pkeeson  Bowdoin. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  at  New-York. 


JOSEPH    TRUMBULL    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  drawn  on  you  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Matthew  Irvine,  for  ten  thousand  dollars,  payable  at  six  days 
sight,  it  being  the  one  half  of  the  twenty  thousand  dollars 


that  time  I  contracted  with  you,  to  give  me  a  few  hnes  to  ^^^^^^^  ,.  Congress  to  be  placed  in  my  hands  for  the  pur 

Danul  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esqu.re,  your  President.  ^,^^^^  ^^  ^^  ,,^  »,^^^j  ^^J^^  ^^       ^.^  (^^  ,^^  subsistence  of 

However,  I  must  cotifess  1  was  to  blame  to  trust  to  any  man,  ^j^^^  ^            ;    ,  ;^^^  ^^^^^^    ^j^j^j^  j  ,         ^ju  ^^^^ 

and  see  now  I  should  have  written  you  in  preference  oi  send-  1^^^^^=  ^^j  payments. 

ing  by  Mr.  Lux;  but .    he  has  deceived  me  I  cannot  help  i-\         ^^^^  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

it  now,  but  shall,  for  the  future,  never  depend  on  him  or  i-          j          j              ^^^  Trumbull. 
any  other  man  on  such  business. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

George  Woolsey. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Baltimore,  May  6,  \776. 


To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  Con- 
gress. 

COLONEL    MoDOUGALL    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New-York,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir:  The  officers  of  the  four  battalions  raised  last  year 
in  this  Colony  have  been  allowed  but  a  single  ration ;  nor 


Honourable  Gentlemen  :  We  return  you  the  following  have  they  had  any  allowance  for  billeting  money  even  while 

list  of  Companies  of  Militia  formed  in  this  County  agreeable  tl'^X  were  recruiting.     The  expenses  they  were  exposed  to 

to  the  resolves  of  the  late  Convention,  viz :  '"  the  northern  campaign  were  great,  far  beyond  those  in 

,    ^            ,      Tr         rr     1     7    r^        ■      T         /-.-..•  the  U/iirmrt  Colonies,  owing  to  the  high  charges  attending 

In  Gmpoxvder  Upper  Hundred :  Captain  James  Gittmgs  ;  ^,^^  ^^  *.        ^^  ^,^^  necessaitjs  they  wanted  on  that  service, 

Zaccheus  Oman,  B.rst  Lieutenant ;  Sutton  Gudgeon,  Se-  ^^,^.^,^  ^,^  °  ^^^^  ^^^.^       ^^  ^^^J^  ^,^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^.^j^^^ 

cond  Lieutenant ;  Phihp  Chamberlain  Ens.gn-^ontain-  ^^  ^,^^  ^J^^  ^^  ^^^J        ^^^^^^  ^^^  j,^^^_     T,^;^  occasioned 

.ng  eighty-three  men,  officers  included  ^j^^^^  ^^  ^^„  ^          ^^  ^,^^  ^^^^.^^  ^^  ^^^  g^^^,^^     T,^      ^^^ 

In  M«/rffeii»«er,  Lower;  Captain,  JoAnT«%roun^;Jo/in  ^^^^^^      ^         ^^  application  to  the  Convention,  Comniittee 

of  Safety,  and  to  me,  lor  an  allowance  ol  rations,  or  billet- 


Gorman,  First  Lieutenant ;  Philip  Colvin,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  IVilliam  Galloivay,  Ensign — containing  seventy- 
five  men,  officere  included. 

In  Back  River,  Lower:  Captain,  Job  Garretson;  John 
Long,  First  Lieutenant ;  William  Groves,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Joseph  Stansbury,  Ensign — containing  sixty-three 
men,  officers  included. 

In  Back  River,  Lower:  Captain,  John  Mercer ;  Benjamin 
Buck,  First  Lieutenant ;  William  Clark,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Benjamin  Stansbury,  Ensign — containing  fifty- 
five  men,  officers  included. 

In  Tolapscs,  Lower:  Captain,  Josias  Bowen ;  William  Mac- 
cubbin.  First  Lieutenant ;  Vincent  Green,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Job  Smith,  Ensign — containing  sixty-one  men, 
officers  included. 

In  Gunpoivder,  Upper:  Captain,  John  Standiford ;  Edward 
Oldham,  Firet  Lieutenant ;  James  Ogelvie,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Shadrach  Green,  Ensign — containing  fifty-three 
men,  officers  included. 
The  above  Companies,  together  with  Captain  William 

Cromwclfs,  and  Captain  Jam^s  Bosley's,  already  returned, 

we  recommend  to  cornjxjse  one  Battalion. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman, 
William  Lux,  Vice  Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,         John  Merryman,  Jr., 
James  Calhoun,  Thomas  Sollers. 

Darby  Lux, 

To  the  Honourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


ing,  to  comj)ensate  for  those  expenses,  or  to  put  them  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  other  Continental  troops  who  served 
at  Cambridge ;  but  we  are  utterly  at  a  loss  how  to  settle 
with  them  for  this  demand,  as  we  are  destitute  of  any  rule 
for  it.  1  must,  therefore,  beg  your  Excellency  to  inform  me 
what  rations  were  allowed  at  Cambridge  to  the  officers  of 
the  Army,  in  order  that  the  settlement  with  the  officers  of 
those  battalions  may  be  made. 

It  is  with  no  small  reluctance  I  trouble  the  General  with 
this  request ;  but  1  hope  the  pressing  nature  of  the  case  (as 
a  settlement  of  this  matter  will  be  advancive  of  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  service)  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  your 
Excellency's  very  humble  servant, 

Alexander  McDougall. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


COLONEL    RITZEMA    TO    NEW-YORK    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFF.TT. 

Monday,  May  6,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  daily  complaints  for  the  want  of  pay 
of  Captain  Hutchings's  men,  and  their  disorderly  behaviour 
in  consequence  thereof,  give  me  the  utmost  uneasiness ;  it 
being  imj)olitick  to  act  en  militaire  with  soldiers  who  have 
large  arrears  due  to  them.  Some  of  these  men  say  they  have 
three  months"  pay  due. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  directed  me  to  pay  no  moneys  to  Captain 
Hatchings,  as  he  had  received  several  sums  at  different 
times  from  the  Committee,  besides  fifty  pounds  from  me  for 
blankets.  As  this  matter,  gentlemen,  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, I  shall  be  extremely  happy  in  your  settling  it  with- 
out delay  ;  and  if  you  have  been  imposed  upon,  or  the  sol- 
diers defrauded,  that  the  delinquent  be  punished  with  the 
utmost  severity.     If  the  fault  is  in  the  soldiers,  they  shall 


PREESON    BOWDOIN    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  6, 1776. 

Sir:  Captain  Matthews  was  some  time  last  fall  sent  a 

prisoner  by  Lord  Dunmore,  in  a  sloop  from  Norfolk  bound  have  their  reward  at  the  hands  of  a  Court-Martial. 
to  Boston ;  but  on  the  passage  was  retaken  by  the  Lee  pri-        The  mustering  of  my  regiment  being  put  off  last  Satur- 

vateer,  and  carried  into  some  port  in  New-England.     I'his  day  for  the  incomplete  state  of  Captain  Riker's  Company, 

gentleman,  since  bis  return  to  Virginia,  told  me  that  he  had  and  the  absence  of  Captain  Pearce,  your  direction  respect- 

bformed  your  Excellency  that  the  sloop  in  which  he  was  ing  the  fonner,  as  the  regiment  is  to  encamp  to-morrow,  and 
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the  General's  desire  of  having  it  complete  in  every  respect, 
will  much  oblige,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

RUD.    RiTZKMA. 

To  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  o(  New-York. 

KETURN    OF    PRISONERS    IN    JAIL,  NEW-YORK,   MAY  6,   1776. 

In  health :  Officei-s,  5 ;  Sailors,  2 ;  Pilots,  2  ;  Inhabi- 
tants, 2. 

Sick,  in  Jail :  Sailors,  2. 

Sick  in  the  Aims-House:  Sailors,  1  ;  Farmers,  1. 

Total :  Officers,  5  ;  Sailors,  5 ;  Pilots,  2  ;  Farmers,  1 ; 
Inhabitants,  2. — 15. 

Officers  in  Jail :  Joseph  Woolcomh,  William  McDermont, 
WiUiam  Alder,  Thomas  B.  Harris,  fVi/liam  Medcalf. 

Sailors,  in  health,  in  Jail :  Francis  Chimes,  Jeremiah  Rea- 
don. 

Sailors,  sick,  in  Jail :  Michael  Conry,  Ccesar  Freeman. 

Sailor,  sick  in  Aims-House :  John  Gibbons. 

Farmer,  sick  in  Aims-House :  Peter  Burnett. 

Pilots,  in  Jail  :  Henry  Kilgrove,  Ryner  Vanhousen. 

Inhabitants,  in  Jail :  Thomas  Varnom,  Belshazzer  Crea- 
mer. 

The  Jailer  has  been  threatened  by  the  prisoners  ;  he  wants 
a  guard.     Doctor  Van  Buren  heard  them. 

JACOBUS    SWARTWOUT    TO    COLONEL    GEORGE    CLINTON. 

Rombouta  Precinct,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Agreeable  to  your  request  and  General  Washing- 
ton's order,  we  have  secured  the  arms  brought  to  this  Pre- 
cinct, with  Ensign  Duncan  Campbell,  of  the  Twenty-Sixth 
Regiment,  to  the  following  amount,  viz :  Seven  fowling 
fusils,  one  double-barrel  fusil,  four  regimental  fusils,  with 
four  bayonets  ;  one  French  musket,  one  gun-barrel,  six  steel- 
mounted  swords,  two  silver-mounted  swords,  one  silver- 
mounted  hanger,  one  silver-mounted  pistol,  one  Highland 
pistol,  four  pouches  with  belts,  three  sword-belts,  one  pow- 
der-horn, (engraven,)  one  powder  canteen,  one  hand-saw. 
We  shall  wait  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  orders 
where  to  have  them  directed. 

I  am,  sir,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Rombouts  Pre- 
*     cinct,  your  very  humble  servant, 

Jacobus  Swartwout,  Chairman. 
To  Colonel  George  Clinton,  in  Ulster  County. 

PHILIP    VAN    KENSSELAER   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Albany,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  think  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  small  arms  now  in  store,  unfit  for  service,  cannot 
be  made  fit  for  service  this  season  by  the  armourers  in  this 
place,  and  the  neighbouring  places.  I  applied  to  General 
Thompson  for  his  armourers,  but  he  was  of  opinion  that  they 
would  be  wanted  in  Canada.  I  therefore  give  you  this 
early  notice,  and  beg  that  some  armourers  may  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible  to  repair  the  publick  arms.  Great  num- 
bers of  the  troops  that  come  from  New- York  have  arms 
unfit  for  service,  and  numbers  without  any  at  all. 

I  am  your  most  humble  servant, 

«  Philip  Van  Rensselaer. 

To  General  Washington. 


commissioners    in    CANADA   TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 
[Head  May  18,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Jefferson.] 

Montreal,  May  6,  1776. 
In  our  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  we  informed  you  of  the 
lowness  of  the  Continental  credit  in  this  Province,  and  the 
necessity  of  a  speedy  supply  of  hard  money.  Unless  this 
very  essential  article  arrives  soon,  our  forces  will  suffer  ex- 
ceedingly from  the  want  of  many  necessaries,  particularly 
flour,  which  might  be  laid  in  much  cheaper  here  than  it 
could  be  supplied  from  Ncic-York,  provided  gold  or  silver 
could  be  procured  to  purchase  it.  It  is  very  difficult  to 
keep  soldiers  under  proper  discipline  without  paying  thein 
regularly.  This  difficulty  increases  in  proportion  to  the  dis- 
tance the  troops  are  removed  from  their  own  country.  The 
want  of  money  frequently  constrains  the  commanders  to 
have  recourse  to  violences  in  providing  the  Army  with  car- 
riages, and  other  conveniences,  which  indispose  and  irritate 
the  minds  of  the  people.  We  have  reason  to  conclude  that 
the  change  of  sentiments,  which  we  understand  has  taken 
place  in  this  Colony,  is  owing  to  the  above-mentioned  cause, 
and  to  other  arbitrary  proceedings.  If  hard  money  cannot 
be  procured  and  forwarded  with  despatch  to  Canada,  it 
would  be  advisable,  in  our  opinion,  to  withdraw  our  Anny, 
and  fortify  the  passes  on  the  lakes,  to  prevent  the  enemy, 
and  the  Canadians,  if  so  inclined,  from  making  irruptions 
into,  and  depredations  on,  our  frontiers.  We  have  given 
orders  for  the  return  of  Mr.  Fraser  to  this  city  ;  and  wo 
now  have  under  consideration  the  confinement  of  the  other 
gentlemen  particularized  in  our  instructions. 

At  Fort  George  we  had  an  interview  with  the  Deputies 
of  the  seven  Indian  tribes  of  Canada  to  the  Great  Council 
at  Onondaga ;  they  were  on  their  return  home  from  this 
Council.  They  infonned  us  that  the  result  of  their  delibe- 
rations was  to  maintain  a-perfect  neutrality  during  the  pre- 
sent contest.  That  they  had  received  the  hatchet  from 
Colonel  Guy  Johnson;  but  being  a  sharp  weapon,  and  lia- 
ble to  wound  their  bosoms,  they  were  resolved  no  longer  to 
keep  it,  but  to  deliver  it  up  to  us.  Since  our  arrival  in  this 
city,  we  have  had  another  conference  with  the  same  Depu- 
ties, which  terminated  in  a  confirmation  of  their  former  pro- 
mises— not  yet  complied  with,  but  delayed  only  to  give  time 
for  the  assembling  of  all  their  tribes,  that  the  hatchet  may 
be  given  up  with  the  consent  of  the  whole,  and  ^ith  greater 
solemnity.  We  judged  it  expedient  to  make  them  a  small 
present ;  and  we  diink  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  them 
another  more  considerable  when  the  hatchet  is  delivered  up. 
We  are  informed  that  our  debts  in  this  Colony  amount  to 
ten  thousand  pounds,  exchisive  of  what  is  due  to  Mr.  Price. 
We  have  hitherto  obtained  a  list  amounting  only  to  between 
three  and  four  thousand.  It  will  be  necessary  to  appoint 
persons  to  settle  these  accounts. 

With  great  respect  to  yourself  and  the  Congress,  we  have 
the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
Benjamin  Franklin, 
Samuel  Chase, 
Charles  Carroll,  of  CarroUton. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Hancock,  President  of  Congress. 


general  THOMPSON  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Fort  George,  May  6,  1 776. 

Sir  :  I  arrived  at  this  place  the  4th  instant,  and  have  since 
been  detained  by  bad  weather  and  contrary  winds.  Grea- 
ton.  Patterson,  and  Bond's  Regiments  have  been  gone  from 
here  some  days.  Greaton's  and  Patterson's  have  left  Ti- 
conderoga ;  and  I  expect  Bond's  will  be  also  gone  from  there 
before  Poor's  pan  reach  that  place.  I  hope  to  set  out  to- 
morrow morning,  with  the  last  of  my  party,  and  expect  in 
ten  days  to  be  in  or  near  Qiiebeck. 

General  Schuyler  does  everything,  indeed  much  more 
than  I  thought  was  in  the  power  of  man  to  do,  in  forwarding 
the  troops  and  provisions.  A  number  of  Poor's  Regiment, 
and  six  or  seven  men  of  Captain  A'c&ow'*  Company,  have 
deserted  on  the  march. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Thompson. 
To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 


OOVERNOUR   COOKE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

Providence,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  Excellency's  favour,  in  which  you  assure  me 
that  you  will  reconmiend  this  unhappy  Colony  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  hath  been  laid  before  the  General  Assem- 
bly, to  whom  it  gave  great  satisfaction. 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  Colonel  Babcock's  dismission. 
The  office  of  Brigadier-General  is  still  kept  vacant,  in  hopes 
that  the  brigade  will  be  put  upon  the  Continental  establish- 
ment, and  that  a  Commander-in-Chief  will  be  appointed  by 
Congress. 

I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  an  act  discharging  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony  from  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  which  w  as  carried  in  tiie  House  of  Deputies,  after  a 
debate,  with  but  six  dissentient  voices,  there  being  upwards 
of  sixty  members  present.  I  may  also  inform  your  Excel- 
lency that  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  are  instnicted 
and  authorized  to  join  with  the  major  part  of  the  Delegates 
in  entering  into  treaty  with  any  Prince,  State,  or  Potentate, 
for  the  security  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  adopt  any  other 
measures  that  may  be  thought  prudent  and  effectual.  This 
instruction  passed  nem.  con.     The  Lower  House  afterwards 
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passed  a  vote  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  at  large 
ujKjn  the  question  of  Independence  ;  but  the  Upper  House 
represented  to  them  that  it  would  probably  be  discussed  in 
Concress  before  tlie  sense  of  the  inhabitants  could  be  taken 
and  transmitted  to  the  Delegates,  in  which  case  the  Colony 
would  lose  their  voice,  as  the  Delegates  would  be  laid  under 
the  necessity  of  waiting  for  instructions  from  their  consti- 
tuents ;  and  further  observed,  that  the  Delegates,  when  they 
should  receive  a  copy  of  the  vote  renouncing  allegiance  to 
the  British  King,  and  their  instructions,  could  not  possibly 
be  at  a  loss  to  know  the  sentiments  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Upon  this  the  matter  was  dropped. 

I  have  the  satisfaction,  also,  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that,  at  a  very  full  town-meeting  of  the  inhabitants  o( New- 
port, held  last  Monday,  it  was  unanimously  voted  to  enter 
into  the  defence  of  the  town  ;  and  last  Thursday  a  conside- 
rable body  of  them  began  to  work  uj)on  the  fort  to  be  erect- 
ed upon  Brentons  Point.  This  happy  event  I  have  great 
hopes  will  make  us  a  united  people,  and  root  up  every 
seed  of  disaffection  in  the  Colony. 

I  take  the  liberty  once  more  to  press  your  Excellency  in 
behalf  of  the  Colony,  the  defence  of  which  must  be-  aban- 
doned, unless  we  receive  assistance  from  the  Congress. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most 

humble  servant,  Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

P.  S.  By  this  day's  post  I  have  forwarded  to  Mr.  Hop- 
Tcins  an  instruction  from  the  General  Assembly,  directing 
him  to  make  immediate  application  to  Congress  to  put  our 
-troops  upon  tlie  Continental  establishment. 


Rhode-Isjand,  in  General  Assembly,? 
May  Sessions,  A.  D.  1776.      j 

Whereas,  it  hath  incontestably  appeared  to  this  Assembly 
that  jHeJtn/  Babcock,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  a  Regiment  in  the 
service  of  this  Colony,  is  at  times  deprived  of  die  perfect  use 
of  his  reason,  and  thereby  rendered  unfit  to  command  ;  it  is 
voted  and  resolved,  that  the  said  Henry  Babcock  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  dismissed  from  the  command  of  said  Regiment ; 
and  that  office  is  hereby  declared  vacant. 

A  true  copy — Witness : 


Henry  Ward,  Secretary. 


Colony  of  RhoJe-Island,  &c.,  in  General  Assembly,  > 
May  Sessions,  1776.      3 

An  Act  Repealing  an  Act  entitkd  "An  Act  for  the  more 
effectiud  securing  to  his  Majesty  the  allegiance  of  his 
Sul^ects  in  this  his  Colony  and  Dominion  of  Rhode- 
Island  AND  Providence  Plantations,"  and  altering 
the  form  of  Commissions,  of  all  Writs  and  Processes  in 
the  Courts,  and  of  the  Oaths  prescribed  by  law. 

Whereas  in  all  States  existing  by  compact,  protection  and 
allegiance  are  reciprocal,  the  latter  being  only  due  in  conse- 
quence of  the  former:  And  whereas  George  III.,  King 
of  Great  Britain,  forgetting  his  dignity,  regardless  of  the 
compact  most  solemnly  entered  into,  ratified,  and  confirmed, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  by  his  illustrious  ancestors, 
and  till  of  late  fully  recognized  by  him ;  and  entirely  de- 
parting from  the  duties  and  character  of  a  good  King, 
instead  of  protecting,  is  endeavouring  to  destroy  the  good 
people  of  this  Colony,  and  of  all  die  United  Colonies,  by 
sending  Fleets  and  Armies  to  America,  to  confiscate  our  pro- 
perty, and  spread  fire,  sword,  and  desolation,  throughout  our 
country,  in  order  to  compel  us  to  submit  to  the  most  debasing 
and  detestable  tyranny ;  whereby  we  are  obliged  by  neces- 
sity, and  it  becomes  our  highest  duty,  to  use  every  means 
with  which  God  and  nature  has  furnished  us,  in  support  of 
our  invaluable  rights  and  privileges,  to  oppose  that  power 
which  is  exerted  only  for  our  destruction : 

Be  it,  therefore,  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and 
by  the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted.  That  an  act  entitled 
"An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  securing  to  his  Majesty  the 
allegiance  of  his  subjects  in  this  his  Colony  and  Dominion 
of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations,"  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  this  General  Assembly,  and 
by  the  authority  thereof  it  is  enacted.  That  in  all  commis- 
sions for  offices,  civil  and  military,  and  in  all  writs  and  pro- 


cesses in  law,  whether  original,  judicial,  or  executory,  civil 
or  criminal,  wherever  the  name  and  audiority  of  the  said 
King  is  made  use  of,  the  same  shall  be  omitted ;  and  in  the 
room  thereof  the  name  and  authority  of  die  Governour  and 
Company  of  this  Colony  shall  be  substituted,  in  the  follow 
ing  words,  to  wit :  "  The  Governour  and  Company  of  the 
English  Colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions ;"  that  all  such  commissions,  writs,  and  processes, 
shall  be  otherwise  of  die  same  form  and  tenour  as  they  here- 
tofore were ;  that  the  courts  of  law  be  no  longer  entitled  or 
considered  as  the  King's  courts  ;  and  that  no  instrument  in 
writing  of  any  nature  or  kind,  whether  publick  or  private, 
shall  in  the  date  thereof  mention  the  year  of  the  said  King's 
reign :  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  render  void,  or  vitiate  any  commission,  writ, 
process,  or  instrument,  heretofore  made  or  executed,  on  ac- 
count of  the  name  and  authority  of  the  said  King  being 
therein  inserted. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  oaths  or  engagements  to  be  administered  to  the  officers 
ap]iointed  in  this  Colony  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

General  Officers. — "  You,  .  .  .  .  ,  being  by  die 
free  vote  of  the  freemen  of  this  Colony  of  Rhode-Island  and 
Providence  Plantations  elected  unto  the  place  of  ...  , 
do  solemnly  engage  to  be  true  and  faitiiful  unto  this  said 
Colony,  and  in  your  said  office  equal  justice  to  do  unto  all 
persons,  poor  and  rich,  within  this  jurisdiction,  to  the  utmost 
of  your  skill  and  ability,  without  partiality,  according  to  the 
laws  established,  or  that  may  be  established,  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Colony,  as  well  in  matters  military  as  civil ; 
and  this  engagement  you  make  and  give  upon  the  peril  of 
the  penalty  of  perjury." 

Deputies. — "You,  .  .  .  .  ,  being  chosen  to  the 
place  of  a  Deputy,  to  sit  in  the  General  Assembly,  do 
solemnly  engage,  that  you  will  be  true  and  faithful  to  the 
Colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations ;  and 
that  you  will  do  equal  right  and  justice  to  all  persons  who 
shall  appeal  unto  you  for  your  judgment  in  their  respective 
cases,  according  to  the  laws  established,  or  that  may  be 
established,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  said  Colony ; 
and  this  engagement  you  make  and  give  upon  the  peril  of 
the  penalty  of  perjury." 

Judges  of  the  Superior  Court. — "  You,  .  .  .  .  , 
being  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  chosen  to 
the  place  of  a  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature, 
Court  of  Assize,  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  in  and  through- 
out the  Colony,  do  solemnly  engage  to  be  true  and  faithful 
to  this  said  Colony,  and  to  execute  the  office  unto  which 
you  are  chosen  as  aforesaid,  with  fidelity,  to  the  best  of  your 
skill  and  knowledge,  according  to  the  laws  established,  or 
that  may  be  established,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this 
said  Colony ;  and  this  engagement  you  make  and  give  upon 
the  peril  of  the  penalty  of  perjury." 

[Publick  Notaries,  Clerks  of  the  Superior  and  Inferior 
Courts,  Justices  of  the  Inferior  Courts,  and  Sherifis,  to  take 
the  same  oath  as  the  Justices  of  the  Superior  Courts,  tom- 
tatis  mutandis.] 

Grand  Jurors. — "  You,  A  B,  being  of  the  Grand  In- 
quest, on  behalf  of  the  Governour  and  Company  of  the  Eng- 
lish Colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
do  hereby  promise  to  make  a  true  return  to  this  Court  of 
all  such  bills  as  shall  be  presented  to  you,  or  such  breakers 
of  law  as  shall  come  to  your  knowledge ;  and  this  engage- 
ment you  make  and  give  upon  the  peril  of  the  penalty  of 
perjury." 

Petit  Jurors  in  Civil  Causes. — "  You,  A  B,  being  of  this 
Jury  of  Trials,  shall  well  and  tndy  try  the  issue  of  this  case, 
and  all  cases  that  shall  be  committed  unto  you  from  this 
Court,  between  die  parties  plaintiff  and  defendant,  accord- 
ing to  law  and  evidence ;  and  to  keep  together  until  you 
agree  of  a  verdict  in  the  case  or  cases  committed  to  you, 
and  make  true  retuni  of  the  verdict  or  verdicts  unto  this 
Court,  and  to  keep  your  own  and  fellows'  secrets ;  and  di'is 
engagement  you  make  and  give  upon  the  peril  of  the  penalty 
of  peijury." 

Petit  Jurors  in  Criminal  Cases. — "  You,  A  B,  being  of 
this  Jury  of  Trials,  shall  well  and  truly  try,  and  true  delive- 
rance make,  between  the  Governour  and  Company  of  the 
English  Colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
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tions  and  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  according  to  law  and  evi- 
dence ;  and  to  keep  together  until  you  are  agreed  of  a  ver- 
dict or  verdicts  in  the  case  or  cases  that  shall  be  committed 
to  you  from  this  Court,  and  to  keep  your  own  and  fellows' 
secrets ;  and  this  engagement  you  make  and  give  upon  the 
peril  of  the  penalty  of  perjury." 

Town  Officers. — "  You,  A  B,  do  hereby  solemnly  en- 
gage to  be  true  and  faithful  unto  this  Colony  of  Rhode- 
Island  and  Providence  Plantations ;  and  that  you  will  well 
and  truly,  according  to  the  laws  established,  or  that  may  be 
established  by  the  General  Assembly  of  said  Colony,  execute 
the  office  of  .  .  .  for  the  ensuing  year,  or  until  another 
be  engaged  in  your  room,  or  you  be  legally  discharged  there- 
from ;  and  this  engagement  you  make  and  give  upon  the 
peril  of  the  penalty  of  perjury." 

Military  Commissioned  Officers. — "  You,  A  B,  being  by 
the  General  Assembly  chosen  and  elected  unto  the  place  and 
office  of  .  .  .  ,  do  solemnly  swear  to  be  true  and  faith- 
ful unto  this  Colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations, and  to  the  authority  therein  established  by  the 
General  Assembly ;  and  you  do  also  further  engage  well 
and  truly  to  execute  the  office  of  .  .  .  ,  to  which  you 
are  elected,  according  to  your  commission  ;  and  to  perform 
and  observe  all  the  laws  made  and  provided  for  the  support 
and  well  ordering  of  the  Militia,  without  partiality  ;  and  that 
you  will  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and  instructions  as 
you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  your  superiors :  so 
help  you  God." 

Clerk  of  a  Company  of  Militia. — "  You,  A  B,  do 
solemnly  swear  well  and  truly  to  perform  and  execute  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  Company,  or  trained  band,  under  the 
command  of  C  D,  to  the  utmost  of  your  skill  and  ability, 
without  partiality,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Colony 
which  relate  to  your  office :  so  help  you  God. 

A  true  copy : — Witness,      ^^  „,.  _, 

Henri  Ward,  ^Secretary. 


GOVERNODR   COOKE    TO  THOMAS    GUSHING. 

Providence,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir  :  At  the  request  of  the  General  Assembly,  I  am  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  3d  instant,  and  to 
inform  you  that  in  case  of  an  attack  upon  the  Province  of 
the  Massachusetts-Bay,  this  Colony  will  afford  all  the  as- 
sistance in  our  power  to  give.  Orders  have  been  given  to 
several  of  the  Colonels  of  Militia  to  hold  their  regiments  in 
readiness. 

The  enclosed  act  passed  the  Upper  House  unanimously, 
and  the  Lower  House  by  a  vast  majority,  there  being 
upwards  of  sixty  members  present,  and  only  six  votes 
against  it. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  hum- 

^^^  ^^'■^^°^'  Nicholas  Cooke. 

To  the  Honourable  Thomas  Cashing,  Esq. 


ADAM   BABCOCK   TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON. 

New-Haven,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir:  I  heard,  a  few  days  since,  that  you  Excellency  had 
fitted  out  an  armed  vessel,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Perrit,  to  cruise  to  the  southward.  Should  that  be  the 
case,  1  beg  leave  to  propose  that  a  vessel  I  have  fitted  out, 
commanded  by  Captain  Brooks,  may  go  out  in  company 
with  her ;  which  will  make  them  both  quite  secure  against 
anything  they  may  chance  to  meet  with  in  getting  off  the 
coast,  except  they  should  fall  in  with  a  man-of-war.  The 
little  vessel  I  have  fitted  mounts  six  three-pounders,  with 
swivels,  blunderbusses,  and  small  arms  for  fifty  men,  which 
she  carries,  and  is  already  manned,  and  is  a  prime  sailer. 
She  will  sail  the  beginning  of  next  week,  but  will  wait 
till  Thursday  for  your  Excellency's  vessel,  if  in  the  mean 
time  I  am  informed  that  she  will  be  ordered  here,  and 
to  keep  comj)any  with  my  vessel  till  both  are  clear  of  the 
coast. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect  and 
regard,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble 

'^^    '  Adam  Babcock. 


GENERAL    WARD    TO    COLONEL    WARREN. 

Boston,  May  6,  1776. 

Sir:  I  would  inform  you  that,  last  evening,  a  man  made 
his  escape  from  Lovell's  Island,  in  this  harbour,  who  appears 
to  be  an  honest  American.  He  informs  that  yesterday  he 
was  on  board  the  man-of-war  which  lies  in  I\antasket,  and 
that  an  officer  of  the  Navy  told  him  the  fleet  and  troops 
from  Halifax  were  expected  to  return  soon  to  this  place  ; 
and  that  they  intended  to  land  their  troops  below,  and 
march  to  Boston  by  land,  while  the  man-of-war  made  an 
attack  by  water.  The  same  account  was  given  by  another 
man  who  made  his  escape  from  the  same  man-of-war  the 
night  before  last.  What  regard  ought  to  be  paid  to  these 
accounts  you  will  determine.  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give 
you  the  information,  that  you  might  acquaint  the  General 
Court  therewith. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Artemas  Ward. 
To  the  Honourable  James  Warren.* 


JAMES    WARREN   TO   JEDEDIAH    PREBLE. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  Waterford,  ? 
May,  1776.      5 

Sir  :  Last  fall  this  Court  made  choice  of  you  for  their 
Truckmaster  to  the  Penobscot  Tribe  of  Indians.  We  tmst 
you  have  been  duly  acquainted  with  your  appointment,  as 
your  son  was  in  town  when  you  were  appointed.  This 
Court  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  said  Indians,  dated 
the  22d  of  last  November,  complaining  to  us  that  they  were 
not  satisfied  with  their  present  Truckmaster:  they  say  he 
detains  them  a  long  time  when  they  come  to  trade  with 
him.  Theirchief  complaint  is  the  want  of  despatch.  They 
desire  that  Mr.  Lowden  may  be  apixiinted  their  Truck- 
master.  We  have  promised  them  that  their  case  shall  he 
considered  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  meeting  of  the  next 
General  Court.  You  are  sensible,  sir,  that  it  may  be  at- 
tended with  very  ill  consequences  to  have  these  Indians 
uneasy.  We  desire  you  to  search  into  the  cause  of  their 
complaints,  and  report  to  the  next  General  Court  on  or 
before  the  second  Wednesday  of  their  first  meeting. 

James  Warren. 

To  the  Honourable  Jedediah  Preble,  Esq. 


To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq. 
Fourth  Series. — Vol.  v. 


COLONEL  GILMAN  TO  THE   NEW-HAMPSHIRE   COMMITTEE   OF 
SAFETY. 

Head-Quarters,  May  6,  1776. 

Most  respected  Gentlemen  :  My  officers  here  make  a 
great  complaint  for  the  want  of  paper.  They  cannot  receive 
the  necessary  orders,  and  make  proper  returns  of  their  com- 
panies, for  want  of  that  article.  By  the  best  information  I 
can  get,  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  in  the 
Continental  Army  are  allowed  that  article.  I  should  be 
glad  that  the  matter  might  be  considered,  and  that  you 
would  grant  such  relief  as  you  in  your  wisdom  may  think 
best.  My  command  here  is  attended  with  some  consider- 
able difficulty,  the  soldiers  being  very  mutinous,  (Captain 
Dearborn's  Company  in  particular,)  not  owing  to  their  offi- 
cers being  backward  in  their  duty,  but  from  a  notion  that 
the  Artillerymen  have  no  right  to  build  fortifications.  I 
have  ordered  that  company  over  to  Sevey's  Island,  in  hopes 
to  have  them  in  some  better  order.  Five  of  tlie  said  com- 
pany are  now  under  trial  of  a  Court-Martial  for  mutinous 
behaviour. 

You  may  remember,  gentlemen,  when  you  were  down 
here  I  mentioned  something  concerning  boats  to  reinforce 
New-Castle,  in  case  we  should  be  attacked  by  the  enemy: 
I  am  of  the  same  opinion  still,  and  think  it  worthy  of  your 
consideration.  I  have  almost  completed  the  battery  on 
Church-Hill.  Should  have  done  it  long  ago,  if  the  wind 
and  weather  had  not  prevented  getting  turf.      We  have 

•  In  CousciL,  May  7, 1776. — The  Committee  of  both  Houses  to  vrhom 
is  referred  the  consideration  of  a  letter  from  General  Hard,  have  con- 
sidered the  same;  and,  from  various  circumstances,  are  led  to  conclude 
that  the  probability  of  the  enemy's  return  to  this  Colony  is  such  as  ren- 
ders it  highly  necessary  that  part  of  the  Militia  be  called  to  the  lines 
near  Jloslon,  witli  all  possible  despatch ;  and  that  due  care  be  imme- 
diately taken  to  provide  proper  magazines  of  provision,  and  a  suflicient 
Bupply  of  intrenching  tools  and  camp  utensils,  for  their  use  and  sup- 
poru  All  which  is  humbly  submitted.  j  W.btobop,  per  order. 
PxBXZ  MoBTOS,  Deputy  Secretary. 
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begun  to  enclose  Fort  Washington,  and  hope,  in  a  short 
time,  to  have  it  in  a  i;ood  way.  1  will  endeavour  cheer- 
fully to  comply  with  your  orders  at  all  times,  and  exercise 
my  small  talents  in  the  glorious  cause  we  are  now  contend- 
ing for. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  Honours'  most  obedient 

^^^^^"*'  David  Oilman. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hamp- 
shire. 

P.  S.  I  think  we  are  neglected  with  regard  to  Chaplain. 
The  men  are  hadly  provided  with  arms:  1  fear  the  Muster- 
masters  did  not  discharge  tlieir  duty  in  that  respect.  Flints 
are  much  wanted,  and  cannot  be  had. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  CAPTAIN  DEMPSTER,  OF  THE 
TRANSPORT  BLUE-MOUNTAIN  VALLEY,  DATED  NEWRY,  IRE- 
LAND, MAY  7,  1776. 

I  wrote  you,  from  America,  the  misfortune  which  befel 
me  in  the  loss  of  my  ship ;  but  as  you  probably  never  re- 
ceived it,  I  will  inform  you  of  the  misfortunes  that  have 
befallen  me  from  my  leaving  the  Downs  till  my  arrival  in 
Ireland,.  I  left  the  Doums  towards  the  end  of  October  last, 
when  that  dreadful  gale  of  wind  drove  so  many  ships  ashore 
on  the  coasts  of  England  and  Ireland ;  but  1  escaped  from 
that  tolerably  well.  The  remainder  of  my  passage  was 
one  continued  gale  of  wind,  until  my  arrival  on  the  coast  of 
America,  where  I  found  my  ship  disabled  in  every  respect, 
being  leaky,  k.c.,  having  had  a  thirteen  weeks'  passage. 
The  moment  1  came  oft"  New-  York,  I  sent  my  chief  mate 
on  shore  by  a  pilot-boat,  in  order  to  get  on  board  the  ships- 
of-war  lying  there,  to  demand  assistance  in  carrying  the  ship 
into  Neic-York,  where  we  migiit  refit,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Boston,  our  intended  port ;  but  unluckily  for  me,  as  I 
afterwards  learned,  my  mate  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was 
obliged  by  threats  to  discover  what  the  ship  was,  where 
bound,  and  of  no  force.  Upon  this  intelligence,  they  fitted 
out  four  armed  vessels,  with  about  sixty  men  each — in  all 
upwards  of  two  hundred  men — an  overmatch  (as  you  may 
easily  believe)  for  a  ship  with  four  small  guns,  and  sixteen 
hands  in  all,  after  being  thirteen  weeks  at  sea,  and  hardly 
able  to  keep  the  ship  from  sinking.  When  the  vessels  made 
their  appearance,  I  took  them  for  vessels  from  the  men-of- 
war,  the  officer  who  commanded  the  party  being  dressed  in 
the  uniform  of  a  Lieutenant  of  the  Navy,  and  I  did  not  then 
know  my  mate  was  taken  prisoner.  They  boarded  the  ship 
in  every  part,  and  carried  her  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  up 
a  river,  where  two  of  the  King's  ships  lay,  to  a  place  called 
Eliznbethtown,  making  a  prize  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  and 
myself  a  prisoner  upon  parole.  After  the  Americans,  by 
order  of  the  Congress,  had  unloaded  the  ship,  by  an  order 
from  that  same  power,  I  was  set  at  liberty  conditionally — 
that  I  should  not  go  near  either  the  Army  or  the  Navy,  but 
return  to  Britain  the  first  opportunity,  which  I  gladly  em- 
braced by  coming  home  in  the  Catharine,  Captain  Moore, 
bound  for  Newnj ;  and  happy  was  I  to  get  away,  lest  they 
had  recalled  this  indulgence.  I  arrived  here  the  5th  of  May, 
after  a  pleasant  passage  of  five  weeks,  and  shall  proceed 
with  all  speed.  j^^  Hamilton  Dempster. 


GENERAL    ARMSTRONG    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONORESS. 
[Read  June  17,  1776.] 
Charlcstown,  South-Carolina,  May  7,  1776. 

Sir:  Having  on  tlie  .3d  instant  arrived  at  this  town,  duty 
would  have  led  me  witliotit  loss  of  time  to  have  made  re- 
turns of  the  Continental  forces  raised  in  this  Colony,  their 
situation,  arms,  stores,  &.C.;  but  found  the  military  depart- 
ment of  this  Colony  established  in  a  different  way  from  that 
which  is  Continental.  By  virtue  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  the  military  was  committed  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  upon  the  dissolution  of  that  body  after  forming 
a  Constitution  for  the  Colony.  It  has  since  been  assigned,  by 
an  ordinance  of  the  Legislature,  to  his  Excellency  the  Pre- 
sident, from  whom  the  officers  derive  their  commissions,  as 
well  those  of  the  Provincial  regiments  as  of  the  Militia ;  so 
that  at  present  I  have  little  more  to  do  than  to  receive  the 
civilities  of  the  gentlemen  here,  equally  hospitable  and 
polite. 


The  President  having  candidly  disclosed  to  me  that  the 
troops  of  this  Colony  are  not  on  the  Continental  establish- 
ment, and  that  the  reasons  why  are  at  large  laid  before  and 
submitted  to  the  decision  of  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Conu'ress,  1  shall  not,  therefore,  attempt  any  detail  of,  nor 
observation  upon  tiiem,  further  than  express  my  opinion  that 
the  difficulties  might  all  have  been  obviated,  and  the  troops 
stood  on  the  counuou  footing.  On  the  other  hand,  such 
is  the  activity  and  publick  spirit  of  the  officers,  the  great 
merit  and  distinguished  abilities  of  the  President,  piw;uring 
to  him  the  coumion  suftrage  of  this  country,  that  I  see  no 
reason  to  apprehend  the  publick  service  should  suffer  in  his 
hands.  In  the  mean  time,  I  shall  here  wait  the  further 
orders  of  Congress,  begging  only  to  be  favoured  with  these 
as  eariy  as  may  be  convenient.  I  shall  also  obey  the  ordere 
of  General  Lee,  to  whom  1  now  write,  or  return  to  AortA- 
Carolina,  in  case  the  enemy  should  gain  footing  there.  I 
should  be  unpardonable  to  omit  the  very  friendly  reception 
given  me  by  the  President,  to  which,  in  a  gentlemanly  style, 
he  has  added  a  series  of  good  offices.  The  great  loss  of  this 
country  is  its  want  of  men,  and  the  misfortune  of  so  many 
malcontents,  said  to  be  about  two  thousand  or  upwards.  A 
number  of  the  better  sort  of  these  are  coming  over;  but  the 
greater  part  of  them  are  said  to  be  of  the  canaille,  who 
probably  want  to  avail  themselves  of  a  day  of  ])ublick 
calamity,  ibr  the  abject  purposes  of  rapine  and  phmder. 
Four  thousand  men,  I  diink,  have  been  voted  by  this  Go- 
vernment; of  that  number,  about  two  thousand  are  now 
raised,  and  many  officers  out  recruiting.  Some  accounts 
from  Georgia  speak  of  two  thousand  British  troops  being 
at  St.  Augustine  ;  not  generally  believed.  The  Continental 
tixjops  at  Georgia  are  about  four  hundred  ;  and  when  joined 
by  the  Militia,  are,  by  the  gentlemen  here,  estimated  at  one 
thousand.  I  shall,  however,  write  to  the  Colonel  of  that 
battalion.  For  the  North  Government,  we  hope  for  consi- 
derable numbers,  and  a  short  time  will  probably  bring  one 
of  the  Carolinas  into  action,  as  appears  by  a  late  accession 
to  the  fleet  at  Cape-Fear.  Happy  for  these  Colonies,  (parti- 
cularly South- Carolina  and  Georgia,)  should  the  Insurgents, 
tlie  domesticks,  and  Indians,  be  restrained. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient  and  most 

humble  servant,  ^  . 

'  John  Armstrong. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

P.  S.  Captain  Conner  is  come  forward,  in  order  to  serve, 
as  was  proposed,  in  the  character  of  Brigade-Major. 


GENERAL  LEE  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  14,  1-776,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom  a  former 
letter  from  General  Lee  was  referred.] 

Williamshurgh,  May  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  find  the  part  I  have  acted  in  the  business  of  Mr. 
Eden  has  given  great  umbrage  to  the  Council  of  Mary- 
land. I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a  copy  of 
my  letter  to  that  Board  on  the  occasion.  As  I  hope  it 
will  appear  to  the  Congress  a  full  explanation  and  justifica- 
tion of  my  conduct,  I  shall  not  trouble  them  any  more  on 
the  subject. 

Five  transports  with  troops  are  arrived  at  Cape-Fear ;  I 
shall,  therefore,  set  out  on  Thursday  for  Wilmington,  by  the 
way  of  Halifax,  When  we  consider,  sir,  the  vast  extent  of 
the  vulnerable  parts  of  this  country  ;  the  numerous  naviga- 
ble intersecting  waters  ;  the  multitude  of  slaves  ;  that  we 
have  not  more  than  five  thousand  regulars  fit  for  duty  in 
the  Province ;  that  of  these  five  thousand,  not  more  than 
three  are  properly  armed  ;  that  to  ami  them,  (defectively  as 
they  are,)  the  Province  has  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
disarming  the  Minute-men, — I  say,  sir,  when  these  circum- 
stances are  considered,  I  shall  appear,  I  hope,  reasonable  in 
entreating  die  Congress  to  spare  us  if  possible  some  batta- 
lions, and  of  those  battalions  which  are  best  armed.  If  in- 
deed, our  Minute-men  were  properly  furnished  with  muskets 
and  ammunition  ;  if  our  rivere  were  already  secured  in  the 
manner  I  propose,  I  should  think  myself  capable  of  baffling 
all  their  attempts  with  our  prt^sent  force;  but  situated  as  we 
are,  my  anxiety  for  the  common  safety  obliges  mo  to  solicit 
a  reinforcement. 

A  letter  from  one  of  your  members  informs  me  that  five 
thousand  blankets  and  five  thousand  pair  of  shoes  are  on  the 
road,  for  the  use  of  this  Army.  They  are  much  wanted.  The 
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number  is,  I  believe,  sufficient.  We  are,  as  I  observed  be- 
fore, wretchedly  in  want  of  medicines,  as  well  as  of  a  director 
to  our  Hospital.  Doctor  McClurg  is  a  xnty  able  man,  and 
universally  esteemed  qualified  for  the  office.  The  j)ay  of  the 
Regimental  Surgeons,  established  by  Congress,  is  so  low  that 
it  is  in  tliis  part  of  the  world  (wiiere  the  common  country 
practice  of  surgery  is  singularly  lucrative)  impossible  to  find 
capable  men  who  will  accept ;  but  1  am  in  hopes  that  the 
Convention  will  make  such  additions,  out  of  the  Provincial 
purse,  as  to  enable  us  to  fill  the  commissions  with  pro])er 
and  competent  pei-sons.  Now  I  am  on  the  subject  of  pay, 
sir,  I  must  beg  leave  to  urge^  the  necessity  of  considerably 
increasing  that  of  the  Engineers.  It  is  impossible  that  men 
qualified  for  this  important  office  should  be  prevailed  upon 
to  serve  on  such  miserable  terms.  You  have  no  American 
Engineers;  they  must  of  course  be  foreignere ;  and  foreigners 
expect,  in  their  language,  de  quoi  manger ;  that  is,  something 
which  will  enable  them  to  eat  and  drink.  Twenty  dollars 
per  month  will  not  enable  them  to  eat,  diink,  and  wear 
linen,  or,  indeed,  any  kind  of  clothes ;  besides,  it  must  be 
considered  that  these  gentlemen  are  obliged,  by  the  nature 
of  their  duty,  to  make  more  journeys  than  other  officers ; 
that  horses  must  be  purchased  and  fed ;  that  the  expenses  of 
travelling  are,  in  the  Southern  Provinces,  very  high.  From 
these  reasons,  and  many  others,  the  pay  of  Engineers  ought 
to  be,  as  it  is  in  all  otiiur  services,  greater  tiian  that  of  other 
officei's.  Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  really  do  not  think  that 
they  ought,  or  can  do  with  less  than  forty  doUai-s  per  month, 
and  rations  at  least  for  their  horses.  On  more  moderate 
temis,  I  am  pei-suaded,  you  cannot  procure  men  equal  to 
the  task.  As  the  corps  is  distinct  and  not  numerous,  this 
necessary  addition  of  pay  will  be  an  expense  beneath  the 
consideration  of  the  Congress. 

Colonel  Richard  Henry  Lee  infonns  me  that  it  was  not 
tlie  intention  of  the  Congress  that  Captain  Innis's  com- 
pany should  be  reduced  to  make  way  for  ArundeFs,  but 
that  they  should  both  be  established.  I  think,  sir.  it  would 
be  a  useless  expense.  Captain  Innis,  who  must,  I  am  sure, 
be  an  excellent  officer  in  any  other  department,  professed 
himself  ignorant  in  this  brancli.  His  officers  were  equally 
ignorant.  Arundel  has  got  possession  of  the  company,  and 
by  his  activity  and  knowledge  will,  I  am  persuaded,  make 
them  fit  for  service ;  indeed,  to  establish  an  artillery  com- 
pany. Captain,  subalterns,  and  non-commissioned  officers, 
being  entirely  composed  of  novices,  can  answer  no  end  or  pur- 
pose. It  is  my  opinion,  therefore,  sir,  that,  instead  of  these 
two  companies  proposed,  the  addition  of  thirty  or  forty  men 
to  Captain  ArundeFs,  and  two  subaltern  officers,  will  not 
only  be  better,  but  that  it  promises  more  advantage  to  the 
service.  Now  I  am  on  the  subject  of  Captain  Arundel,  I 
beg  leave  to  remind  the  Congress  of  what  1  mentioned  with 
respect  to  his  expenses  on  the  road.  There  is  one  circum- 
stance, of  which,  sir,  I  could  wish  to  be  ascertained :  Is 
the  expense  of  the  defence  of  these  rivers,  (tliat  is,  the  con- 
struction of  row-galleys,  floating  batteries,  tenders,  &tc.,)  to 
be  brought  to  the  account  of  the  Continent,  or  of  the 
Province  ?  I  wish  to  be  ascertained  on  this  head,  because 
if  it  is  at  the  expense  of  the  latter,  I  shall  regularly  pro- 
pose to  the  Convention,  or  Committee  of  Safety,  every 
scheme  which  may  be  attended  with  expense,  before  it  is 
entered  upon. 

If  the  Quartermaster-General,  or  his  Deputies,  when  they 
despatch  any  teams  from  Philadelphia  with  powder,  or  other 
necessaries,  were  to  purchase  the  horses  throughout,  for  the 
Continental  use,  instead  of  hiring  them,  the  saving  would  be 
considerable — for  in  this  country  the  hire  is  intolerably  dear ; 
so  great,  indeed,  that  I  have  ventured  to  order  a  number  of 
teams  to  be  purchased. 

I  have  just  received  a  vague  return  of  the  forces  of  North- 
Carolina,  of  their  powder  and  cannon.  It  does  not  appear 
that  they  have  of  effective  regulars,  properly  armed,  more 
than  two  thousand ;  of  powder,  more  than  two  ton  and  a 
half;  and  as  to  cannon  they  are  almost  totally  destitute.  As 
the  enemy's  advance  guard,  if  I  may  so  exjjress  myself,  is 
actually  arrived,  I  must,  I  cannot  avoid  detaching  the  strong- 
est battalion  we  have  to  their  assistance  ;  but  I  own  I  trem- 
ble at  the  same  time  at  the  thoughts  of  stripping  this  Pro- 
vince of  any  part  of  its  inadequate  force.  1  am  puzzled 
how  to  direct  my  motions,  from  the  uncertainty  of  tlie  ene- 
my's plan ;  but  not  dispirited,  as  I  am  confident  that  the 
Congress  will  afford  me  every  relief  in  their  power,  and  am 


not  in  the  least  diffident  of  the  courage  and  zeal  of  the  men 

and  officers. 

I  am,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respeet,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  .-.  t 

'  Charles  Liee. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

P.  S.  I  have  as  yet  heard  notiiing  of  Mr.  Stabler,  the 
Engineer..  I  ought,  in  fact,  to  have  at  least  half  a  dozen,  for 
we  have  a  variety  of  posts  to  throw  up,  and  there  is  not 
a  man  or  officer  in  the  Army  that  knows  the  difference 
between  a  chevaux-de-frise  and  a  cabbage  garden.  I  wish 
the  Congress  would  indulge  me  with  Mr.  Smith,  whom 
I  know  to  be  an  able  and  active  man.  Massenbaitgh  is  a 
treasure.  A  little  hurt  in  my  hand  obliges  me  to  write  by 
the  pen  of  n)y  Secretary. 

General  Lee  presents  his  compliments ;  sends  an  extract 
of  a  letter  just  received  from  Major  Hendricks,  of  Hampton, 
as  it  may  be  of  consequence  ;  dated  6th  May,  1776  : 

"A  few  days  ago  the  Liverpool  frigate,  with  two  merchant 
brigs,  set  sail  (as  I  have  since  learned)  for  Delaware  River, 
in  order  to  give  the  Roebuck  their  assistance  in  getting  her 
off  some  flats,  where  she  is  grounded,  in  nine  feet  water, 
somewhere  about  the  mouth  of  the  Brandywitie.  This  is 
told  us  by  a  Captain  Ryson,  who  is  now  on  shore  on  his 
parole.  I  must  confess  I  do  not  much  like  these  people  coming 
on  their  parole  so  often,  as  I  make  no  doubt  but  many  of 
them  are  as  fond  of  carrying  intelligence  as  bringing  any. 
Three  or  four  days  ago  the  sloop  Nautilus,  of  eighteen 
guns,  came  up,  and  now  lies  in  the  road,  in  the  Liverpool's 
station — a  glorious  opportunity  for  our  fleet  if  they  were 
now  here." 

Williamsburgh,  May  6,  17T6. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  find  that  I  am  extremely  censured  not 
only  by  your  Board,  but  by  a  multitude  of  others,  for  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Pwviance,  with  respect  to  the  seizure  of  Mr. 
Eden's  person  and  papers  ;  but  I  really  think,  when  the  cir- 
cumstances are  explained,  the  censure  will  appear  unjust, 
and  that  I  was  neither  violent,  assuming,  nor  precipitate. 
When  the  Secretary  of  State's  letter  to  your  Governour  was 
put  into  my  hands,  I  naturally  concluded  that,  could  we 
possess  ourselves  of  all  Mr.  Eden's  papers,  the  whole  machi- 
nations of  the  Ministry  might  be  discovered  ;  that  this  dis- 
covery might  enable  us  to  prevent  their  effects,  and  perhaps 
defeat  the"  whole  plan.  The  possession  of  these  papere 
could  not  be  hoped  for  without  previously  securing  his  per- 
son ;  and  to  accomplish  this,  the  utmost  secrecy  and  expedi- 
tion were  necessary.  Now,  sir,  as  I  imagined  you  had  no 
troops  at  Annapolis  to  execute  the  purpose,  (but  in  this  I 
find  I  was  mistaken,)  and  as  I  knew  there  were  troops  in 
readiness  at  Baltimore,  and  as  there  was  no  Continental 
General  or  other  oflicer  in  Manjland,  Mr.  Purviance,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  spot  where  I  had  conceived 
troops  alone  to  be  stationed,  occurred  to  me  as  the  only  per- 
son to  whom  I  could,  with  propriety  and  effect,  make  ap- 
plication. Had  I  known,  sir,  that  a  regiment,  or  any  troops, 
were  stationed  at  Annapolis,  I  should  undoubtedly,  sir,  have 
addressed  myself  to  you  as  President  of  the  Council  of 
Safety. 

It  is  said,  sir,  that  Maryland  was  out  of  the  district  of  ray 
command ;  that,  consequently,  to  intrude  myself  into  the  bu- 
siness and  concerns  of"  that  Province,  was  assuming  and 
arrogant.  I  really  conceive,  sir,  that  when  the  safety,  or 
very  being  of  the  whole  community  appears  at  stake,  the 
part  I  have  acted  in  this  affair  cannot  with  justice  be  esteem- 
ed arrogance.  I  did  not  presume  authoritatively  to  order ; 
but  as  one  servant  of  the  publick,  earnestly  to  entreat  and 
conjure  another  servant,  who  alone  appeared  to  me  to  have 
the  means  in  his  hands,  to  take  a  certain  step  of  the  last  im- 
portance to  the  publick  cause.  I  must  repeat,  sir,  that  my 
reason  for  addressing  myself  to  Mr.  Purviance,  at  Baltimore, 
proceeded  entirely  from  my  ignorance  of  there  being  any 
troops  at  Annapolis,  and  not  (as  I  have  beenUold  has  been 
thrown  out)  from  any  diffidence  in  your  virtue  and  decision. 
I  suppose  the  Committee  of  Safety  here  viewed  it  in  the 
same  light ;  for  I  read  my  letter  to  them,  and  it  was  appro- 
ved of.  In  times  like  these,  sir,  I  conceive  that,  when  we 
have  received  sufficient  evidences  of  any  treasonable  prac- 
tices being  carried  on,  and  that  when  it  appears  to  us  that 
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the  immediate  seizure  of  a  particular  traitor's  person  may 
lead  to  discoveries  on  which  the  salvation  of  the  State  may 
depend ;  that  when  the  utmost  secrecy  and  expedition  are 
necessary  to  the  seizure  of  his  person,  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
good  citizen  not  to  delay  a  single  instant,  if  a  single  instant's 
delay  may  prevent  the  execution.  This  was  the  manner  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  proceed  in,  in  the  case  of  Mr.  JVorm- 
ley,  on  the  discovery  of  his  coiTespondence  with  the  enemy  : 
I  gave  orders  for  the  security  of  his  person  and  papers,  and 
then  referred  the  affair  to  the  proper  tribunal — the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety.  The  measure  was  so  far  from  giving  umbrage 
or  creating  jealousy,  that  it  met  with  their  unanimous  ap- 
probation. If  this  method  is  proscribed,  at  a  juncture  like 
the  present,  the  great  check  on  dangerous  correspondence 
and  conspiracies  will  be  taken  off.  If  Councils  are  to  be 
held  previously  to  the  seizure  of  any  traitor's  person  or 

Fapers,  notwithstanding  the  strongest  evidences  again  him, 
am  much  mistaken  if  every  traitor  does  not  slip  through 
your  hands.  I  must  now,  sir,  conclude,  with  assuring  you, 
and  tlie  respectable  body  over  which  you  preside,  that  if 
they  supjx)se  me  capable  of  aiming  or  wishing  to  extend  the 
military  authority,  or  trespass  on  the  civil,  they  do  me  the 
most  cruel  injustice.  Although  I  was  bred  in  the  Army,  I 
thank  God  the  spirit  and  principles  of  the  citizen  were  ever 
predominant ;  and  I  solemnly  declare  that  if  1  thought  it  pos- 
sible I  should  ever  be  so  far  intoxicated  by  military  com- 
mand as  to  harbour  a  wish  injurious  to  the  civil  supremacy 
in  all  things,  I  would  now,  whilst  I  retain  my  senses,  beg 
leave  to  divest  myself  of  my  present  office,  and  serve  as  a 
volunteer  in  the  glorious  cause  in  which  I  have  embarked 
my  person,  fortune,  and  reputation.  What  I  did  in  this 
affair  1  did  in  the  character  of  a  common,  zealous  member 
of  the  community,  not  of  an  officer.  What  appeared  irre- 
gular or  offensive  in  the  mode,  1  hope  I  have  explained  to 
your  satisfaction  ;  and  I  intreat  that  it  may  be  entirely  attri- 
buted to  a  mistake,  for  which  I  am  heartily  concerned,  as  it 
has  prejudiced  me  in  the  opinions  of  men  whose  esteem  I 
am  most  ambitious  of  obtaining. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Charles  Lee. 

To  Daniel  of  St.  Tliomas  Jenifer,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


JOSEPH  TURNER  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 

Charles  County,  May  7,  1 776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  three  hundred  pounds,  received  by 
Lieutenant  Adams,  being  neariy  expended  in  providing  ne- 
cessaries for  Captain  Rezin  BealTs  Company,  now  in  Fori- 
Tobacco,  and  the  Committee  for  this  County  not  meeting 
till  this  day  week,  I  take  the  opportunity,  by  Lieutenant 
John  Halkerston,  to  draw  on  you  for  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds,  currency,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  further  pro- 
visions for  said  company,  the  Commissary  not  having  as 
yet  prepared  for  their  support,  and  no  certainty  as  to  what 
time  he  will  be  in  readiness  for  that  purpose.  On  Saturday 
next,  one  week's  board  for  the  soldiers  will  be  due,  which 
amounts  to  upwards  of  fifty  pounds,  and  I  have  only  twenty- 
six  pounds  and  some  odd  shillings  this  day  in  hand,  of  the 
fonner  sum ;  out  of  which  there  is  rent  likewise  due  for  a 
house  hired  as  a  barrack  for  said  men  ;  for  which  reasons  I 
hope  your  Honours  will  not  fail  sending  the  sum  now  wrote 
for. 

I  am  doubtful  that  any  considerable  number  of  blankets 
cannot  be  got  in  this  County,  (hitherto  only  eight  blankets 
have  been  collected,  and  those  delivered  to  Captain  Beall, 
for  the  use  of  his  men,  who  are  still  in  want  of  more,)  not- 
withstanding proper  persons  have  been  appointed  by  the 
Committee  in  every  district  of  the  County  for  the  purpose 
of  collecting  them. 

I  am,  sirs,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Turner,  Treasurer  for  Charles  County. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


now  embarked.  On  examining  the  man,  he  avowed  some 
of  them,  and  equivocated  as  to  others ;  and  as  he  appears  to 
have  some  influence  among  the  common  people,  the  Com- 
mittee thought  it  their  duty  to  order  him  into  custody,  and 
to  be  kept  safe  till  your  further  directions  can  be  obtained. 
If  you  choose  that  he  should  be  sent  down  to  you,  please 
to  direct  in  what  manner,  and  by  whom  to  be  guarded  down, 
and  at  whose  expense,  as  the  commanding  officer  here  ap- 
prehends he  has  no  authority  to  act  in  the  matter,  further 
than  to  guard  him  till  your  answer  can  be  received. 
AVe  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 

Andrew  Buchanan,  V.  C. 

Thomas  Harrison, 

James  Calhoun, 

William  Aisquith, 

John  Merryman,  Jun. 

John  Cockey, 

John  Boyd. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 

Sentiments,  Opinions,  and  Assertions,  q/"  Alexander  Ma- 
gee,  abstracted  from  a  short  conversation  on  Monday, 
the  29th  q/"  April,  1776:  Present,  Doctor  William 
Lyon,  iV/r.  Robert  Lyon,  and  myself  viz  : 

That  enrolling  and  mustering  was  taking  up  amis  against 
the  King  ;  that  it  was  flying  in  the  face  of,  and  destroying 
the  Constitution  ;  that  it  was  perjury  to  such  as  had  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  ;  that  the  King  and  Parliament  had 
a  right  to  reclaim  the  American  Charters  as  forfeited  ;  that 
the  American  opposition  to  Great  Britain  is  not  calculated 
or  designed  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty  or  property, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  enslaving  the  poor  people  thereof; 
that  the  Americans  were  wrong  in  disputing  the  matter  with 
Great  Britain,  so  far  as  an  appeal  to  arms,  for  which  they 
had  neither  officers,  men,  nor  discipline  ;  that  it  was  bwing 
to  the  liberality  and  forbearance  of  Great  Britain  she  had 
not  convinced  us  of  our  error  ere  now,  two  yeare  being 
hardly  sufficient  to  rouse  her  to  a  war  with  France  or  Spain, 
much  less  with  her  own  subjects  ;  but  that  after  the  great 
slaughter  we  should  suffer  the  ensuing  campaign,  those  who 
survived  would  think  better  of  it ;  that  he  (Magee)  would 
join  the  King's  troops  if  he  had  an  op{X)rlunity  ;  that  signing 
a  paper  did  not  alter  the  heart,  and  he  knew  there  were 
thousands  amons  us  who  had  enrolled  that  were  still  of  his 
way  of  thinking ;  that  he  would  never  pay  any  fine  as  a 
non-enroUer,  and  would  shoot  any  person  who  should  attempt 
to  execute  his  effects  for  that  purpose. 

Test :  William  Buchanan. 


MARYLAND   COUNCIL   OF  SAFETY  TO  BALTIMORE  COMMITTEE. 

[No.  147.]  Annapolis,  May  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  quantum  of  salvage  on  Mr.  Hudson's 
ship  depends,  in  Congress,  on  the  length  of  time  she  was  in 
possession  of  the  tenders  in  Patapsco  River;  and  we  request, 
(as  it  will  occasion  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  to 
bring  witnesses  for  the  purpose  before  our  Board,)  that  you 
will  immediately  take,  and  transmit  to  us,  the  affidavits  of 
such  persons  as  are  best  acquainted  wilii  the  time  of  the 
capture  and  recapture,  that  we  may  communicate  them  to 
our  Deputies. 

We  are,  &ic. 
To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 


BALTIMORE    COMMITTEE  TO  MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY. 
In  Committee,  Baltimore  Town,  May  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  The  enclosed  pajier  contains  the  opinions 
and  sentiments  of  a  certain  Alexander  Magee,  an  inhabi- 
tant of  this  County,  which  appear  to  this  Committee  to  be 
dangerous  and  inimical  to  the  cause  in  which  America  is 


PENNSYLVANIA    COMMITTEE    OF    SAFETY. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Philadelphia,  May  2,  1776. 

Present :  John  JSixon,  Chairman,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun., 
Owen  Biddle,  Samuel  Miles,  George  Clymer,  James  Mease, 
John  Cadwallader,  Samuel  Howell,  Daniel  Roberdcau,  Jo- 
seph Parker,  George  Ross,  Robert  White,  James  Biddle. 

Upon  application  of  Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  for  a  sum 
of  Money  for  the  use  of  Matthias  Slough,  who  is  appoint- 
ed by  the  Assembly  to  provide  necessaries  for  the  Tixjops 
raising  in  the  pay  of  this  Province,  and  for  a  sum  of  Money 
for  himself,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Troops  ;  by  order  of  the 
Board  two  Orders  were  drawn  on  Michael  Hillegas,  Elsq., 
one  for  two  thousand  Pounds,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Miles, 
for  the  use  of  said  Slough,  and  one  other  for  one  thousand 
Pounds,  in  favour  of  said  Miles,  for  use  aforesaid. 
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Upon  application  of  Smmiel  Smith,  for  the  payment  of 
five  Fire-Locks  purcliased  by  him  in  Buda  County,  by 
order  of  tlie  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  John  JSixon, 
Esq.,  and  others,  tlie  Committee  of  Accounts,  for  thirteen 
Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  ;  which  is  directed  to  be  charged  to 
account  of  Arms  purchased  for  Congress. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  Colonel  Samuel  Miles  what  Provincial 
Rifles  he  may  have,  taking  receipts  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Nixon  and  Captain  IVhite  be  a 
Committee  to  direct  the  fitting  out,  to  cruise  in  the  Cope- 
May  Channel  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  Province, 
four  of  the  Guard-Boats  now  built,  and  under  the  command 
of  Captains  Lawrence,  Gamble,  Greemvay,  and  Hans. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  in  future  meet  every 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  precisely  at 
nine,  and  sit  till  two  o'clock,  each  day  ;  and  if  any  Letters  or 
business  of  consequence  should  be  delivered,  or  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Secretary,  on  any  other  day,  that  he  im- 
mediately acquaint  a  Member  of  the  Board  therewith,  that 
the  other  Members  may  be  called  together  if  thought  ne- 
cessary. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  3,  1776. 

Present :  John  Nixon,  Chairman,  Alexander  Wilcocks, 
Samuel  Howell,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  James  Riddle, 
Owen  Riddle,  George  Clymer,  Daniel  Roberdeau. 

Resolved,  That  the  Pilot,  to  be  employed  on  board  the 
Provincial  Ship,  be  allowed  sixteen  Dollars  per  month,  and 
two  rations  of  Provisions  per  day. 

Robert  Towers  reports  his  having  delivered,  the  26th  of 
February  last,  to  Captain  Loxley,  the  following  articles  for 
the  use  of  his  Company  of  Artillery  Associators : 

2  Brass  twelve-pound  Cannon,  with  travelling  Carriages, 
Rammers,  Sponges,  Wadhooks,  Ladles,  Tillers,  and  Budge- 
Barrels  ;  12  pounds  of  Ship  Match  ;  2  twelve-pound  Lin- 
stocks ;  2  twelve-pound  Port-Fire  Stocks  and  Hooks ;  2 
twelve-pound  Tompions,  Straps,  Drag-Rope,  and  Pins  :  90 
twelve-pound  Round  Shot,  fixed  with  wood-bottoms  and 
Flannel  Cartridges,  filled  ;  150  twelve-pound  Tin  Canisters 
of  Grape-Shot  and  Flannel  Cartridges — these  are  made  up 
ready  to  be  delivered ;  2  twelve-pound  Tin  Tube-Boxes ; 
250  twelve-pound  Tin  Tubes,  part  filled  ;  1  Gunner's  Quad- 
rant ;  1  Ammunition  Cart ;  8  Powder-Horns ;  2  dozen 
Port-Fires ;  2  Lanterns. 

Reports  his  having  received  from  Congress,  the  28th  of 
March,  sundry  casks  of  Powder,  weighing  12,056  J  pounds, 
and  250  stand  of  Dutch  Arms. 

Reports  his  having  received  into  store,  per  his  Return 
of  3d  April,  from  John  Lowrey,  36  lbs.  of  Lead ;  John 
Pinchbeck,  8  Fire-locks;  Provincial  Works,  93  lbs.  of  Salt- 
petre ;  James  Clyhe,  8  lbs.  of  Saltpetre  ;  Robert  Evans,  1  lbs. 
of  Saltpetre  ;  James  Edge,  1^  lbs.  of  Saltpetre  ;  John  Cut- 
ting, 6  ounces  of  Saltpetre  ;  John  Zane,  2.  0.  0.  Brimstone  ; 
Captain  Morgan's  Infantry  Company,  477  Cartridges. 

That  he  has  delivered  to  Captain  IfTiite  5  pieces  of  Sail- 
Cloth ;  to  Jam£s  Clyhe,  2  lbs.  of  Powder,  to  pay  for  Salt- 
petre ;  to  Daniel  Toppam,  2  lbs.  of  Powder,  to  pay  for  Salt- 
petre ;  to  Captain  Morgan's  Light  Infantry,  1 ,634  Cartridges 
and  500  Flints ;  to  Robert  Evans,  1|  lbs.  of  Powder,  to  pay 
for  Saltpetre  ;  to  Matthew  Strong,  for  his  Ijook-out  Boat,  5 
Fire-locks,  48  Cartridges,  15  Flints,  and  8  Swivel-Balls. 

Reports  his  having  purchased  and  received  from  different 
persons,  as  per  his  Return  of  the  21st  o(  April,  the  follow- 
ing Fire-locks,  with  a  Return  of  the  number  of  Anns  in 
store:  55  Fire-locks,  purchased  by  Robert  Towers,  and 
repaired  ;  7  Fire-locks  from  Edward  Pole ;  4  Fire-locks 
from  William  Rush  ;  9  Fire-locks  from  Captain  Enion  Wil- 
liams ;  15  Fire-locks  from  Captain  John  Williams ;  44  Fire- 
locks from  Colonel  St.  Clair;  19  Fire-locks  from  Wilcox 
De  Haven;  10  Fire-locks  from  Henry  Wynkoop ;  4  Fire- 
locks from  Caleb  Davis ;  70  Barrels  from  Colonel  St.  Clair ; 
136  new,  142  Dutch,  12  new,  from  Wills  fy  Towne;  17 
new,  from  Lewis  Prahl — 462  Fire-locks  in  the  whole,  and 
70  Barrels  in  store  on  the  21st  oi  April. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  Monday,  May  6,  1776. 

Present :  Robert  Morris,  Vice-President,  Owen  Riddle, 
Robert  IVhite,  Alexander  Wilcocks,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jun., 


James  Biddle,  George  Clymer,  John  Nixon,  Daniel  Rober- 
deau. 

Upon  application  of  Captain  Rice  for  a  sum  of  Money 
for  the  payment  of  the  Men  employed  for  sinking  the  Che- 
vaux-de-Frise,  by  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn 
in  his  favour,  on  John  Nixon  and  others,  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  for  said  pur]K)se. 

Ordere  were  this  day  sent  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Fleet  and  Artillery  Company  at  Fort-Island,  to  call  every 
boat  and  soldier  to  their  stations,  and  each  to  prepare  for 
immediate  action,  and  to  suffer  no  officer  or  man  to  leave 
their  station  without  the  license  of  this  Board  or  the  Com- 
manding Officer. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Nixon  and  Captain  Tfhite  be 
desired  immediately  to  go  to  Fort-Island,  and  give  every 
necessary  advice  to  assist  the  Officers  in  carrj'ing  the  above 
orders  into  execution. 

The  officei-s  and  men  of  the  Armed  Boats  now  in  town, 
except  Captain  Bois's,  were  this  day  directed  to  go  imme- 
diately to  their  stations  at  Fort-Island. 

The  Vice-President  having  occasion  to  leave  the  Board, 
Mr.  Clymer  was  appointed  Chairman. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Captain  Hazlewood  was  directed 
to  send  down  the  Fire- Vessel,  and  two  chains  of  the  Fire- 
Rafts,  and  to  dispose  of  them  in  the  most  convenient  situa- 
tions near  Fort-Island. 

Upon  the  application  of  the  Commissioners  o[ Lancaster 
County,  for  a  sum  of  Money  for  the  payment  of  Fire-locks, 
Sic,  making  in  that  County  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  by 
order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael  Hilk- 
gas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  William  Webb,  for  the  use  of  the 
(/ommissioners  and  Assessors  of  said  County,  for  one  thou- 
sand Pounds,  for  the  use  aforesaid. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  7,  1776. 

Present :  Robert  Morris,  Vice-President,  Joseph  Reed, 

James  Mease,  George  Clymer,  James  Biddle,  Samuel  Miles, 

Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Daniel  Roberdeau,  Thomas  Wharton, 

Jun.,  Owen  Biddle,  John  Cadwallader,  David  Rittenhouse. 

An  express  having  arrived  last  night  from  Port-Penn, 
informing  that  two  ships-of-war,  a  topsail  schooner,  and 
three  smaller  vessels,  supposed  to  be  tenders,  were  in  sight 
of  Port-Penn,  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock,  on  Monday  last ; 
the  Board,  in  consequence  thereof,  gave  orders  to  Captain 
Reed  to  order  down  the  thirteen  armed  boats,  under  the 
command  of  the  senior  officer,  with  directions  to  proceed 
down  the  river ;  wlien  they  must  concert  the  best  method 
to  attack,  take,  sink,  destroy,  or  drive  off  said  vessels,  if 
possible,  but  to  be  careful  in  exposing  any  of  the  boats  to 
capture  or  destruction;  and  to  send  down  the  fire-sloop 
commanded  by  Captain  Gamble,  with  one  other  officer,  and 
four  or  six  men,  with  some  bedding  and  other  necessaries  ; 
also,  a  six  or  four-oared  boat ;  and  to  acquaint  the  officers 
and  men  in  the  fire-sloop  that,  for  their  encouragement  in 
performing  any  effectual  service,  this  Board  will  reward  them 
handsomely.  At  the  same  time  the  Commissary  was  direct- 
ed to  send  down  a  sufficient  quantity  of  provisions  for  the 
supply  of  the  people  in  this  expedition.  And,  upon  appli- 
cation of  the  Board  to  the  Secret  Committee  of  Congress, 
an  order  was  procured  directing  Captain  Wickes  to  supply 
the  boats  with  as  many  volunteers  as  may  offer ;  which  order 
was  sent  to  Captain  Reed. 

The  Vice-President  leaving  the  Board,  Mr.  Clymer  was 
appointed  Chairman. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers  was  directed  to 
deliver  to  Colonel  Samuel  Miles,  for  the  use  of  the  Provin- 
cial Troops  under  his  command,  one  thousand  pounds  of 
Gunpowder,  and  two  thousand  pounds  of  Lead,  or  as  great 
a  part  thereof  as  is  in  store,  and  to  put  up  twenty  rounds 
of  Powder  and  Ball  for  two  Guard-Boats. 

Resolved,  That  the  Comn)ittee  heretofore  appointed  to 
procure  Pikes,  do  order  to  be  made  immediately  an  addi- 
tional number  of  one  thousand  Pikes  and  two  hundred 
Pitching- Axes,  for  the  use  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  all  Recruiting  Officers  who  may  happen 
to  inlist  Apprentices,  or  Indented  Servants,  not  knowing 
them  to  be  such,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  reasonable 
expenses  attending  their  inlistments. 
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Resolved,  That  the  following  Recommendation  be  made 
publick  at  the  Coffee-House  oi"  tiiis  City  : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  May  7,  1776. 

There  being  a  very  pressing  necessity  for  a  large  quan- 
tity of  Lead  for  the  publick  use,  in  the  defence  now  formed 
for  the  security  of  the  liberties  of  this  country,  it  is  most 
earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  inliabitants  of  this  City  and 
Liberties  o(  Philadelphia,  to  send  in  to  Robert  Towers,  Com- 
missary, {'or  tills  purpose,  all  such  Lead  as  they  may  have 
in  use  in  their  families,  and  about  their  houses — such  as 
draft-weights,  window-weights,  and  clock-weights ;  and  it 
is  hoped  that  this  requisition  will  be  cheerfully  complied 
with,  when  every  individual  considei-s  that  he  thereby  does 
essential  service  to  his  country;  and  that  iron  weights  may 
be  procured  to  supply  his  convenience.  The  liberal  price 
of  six  pence  per  pound  will  be  allowed. 

Quarter  after  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  May  7,  1776. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 

Present :  Robert  Morris,  Vice-President,  John  Nixon, 
Thomas  Wharton,  Jun.,  Samuel  Howell,  James  Riddle, 
George  Gray,  Andrew  Allen,  Daniel  Roberdeati,  David 
Rittenhouse,  Samuel  Morris,  Jun.,  Owen  Riddle,  Joseph 
Parker. 

LTpon  information  of  Captain  Richard  Peters,  that  Cap- 
tain Proctor  has  inlisted  a  certain  John  Malcom,  a  Lock- 
maker  employed  in  the  Manufactory  of  this  City,  by  order 
of  the  Board  Captain  Proctor  was  directed  to  send  up  the 
said  Malcom  to  Captain  Peters,  to  be  employed  in  the  said 
Manufactory. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Robert  Hardie  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  Captain  of  one  tier  of  Fire-Rafts ;  and 
that  his  Commission  be  dated  i27th  oi  March  last. 

By  order  of  the  Board  an  Order  was  drawn  on  Michael 
Ilillegas,  Esq.,  in  favour  of  Joh7i  Diesler,  Peter  Rrecht,  and 
John  Reithmeyer,  for  one  hundred  and  eight  Pounds  fifteen 
Shillings,  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Cartridge- 
Boxes,  Belts,  &.C.,  made  in  Berks  County,  for  the  use  of  this 
Province,  as  certified  by  the  Commissioners  of  said  County  ; 
which  Order  was  this  day  delivered  Captain  Hausman. 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  was 
directed  to  deliver  to  Colonel  Matlack,  for  two  hundred 
Riflemen,  twenty -three  rounds  of  Powder,  and  a  proportion- 
ate quantity  of  Lead ;  and  to  deliver  for  the  use  of  Captain 
De  hanccy's  Company  fifteen  Cartridge-Boxes  and  Bayo- 
net-Belts. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Battalions  of  Associators  be 
requested  to  parade  on  the  Connnon  this  afternoon,  to  ex- 
amine their  Arms  and  Accoutrements,  and  see  that  every- 
thing is  in  good  order  for  action,  if  this  Committee  should 
find  occasion  to  call  them  thereto.  (Directed  to  the  Com- 
manding Officers  of  the  several  Battalions  of  Associators.) 

By  order  of  the  Board  Robert  Towers,  Commissary,  wiis 
directed  to  send  down  to  Chester,  for  the  use  of  the  Provin- 
cial Troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Miles,  sixty 
Fire-locks. 

Resolved,  That  Jacob  Hiltsimer,  who  takes  the  above 
Fire-locks  down  to  Chester,  be  furnished  with  a  Guard. 

That  Captain  Lloyd,  or  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Provincial  Troops,  furnish  six  Men  for  the  above  Guard. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  GENERAL  WASHINGTON. 

Philadelphia,  May  7,  1776. 

Sir:  Since  I  wrote  yoii  by  Mr.  Palfrey,  on  the  30th  of 
last  month,  I  have  not  been  honoured  with  any  commands 
from  Congress  relative  to  your  letters,  except  the  enclosed 
resolve,*  which  1  am  ordered  to  forward  to  you. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  John  Hancock,  President. 

To  General  Washington,  at  New-York. 

*  Is  CoNORKSs,  J\Iay  6, 1776. — Whereas,  General  ll'ashington  has  re- 
quested directions  concerning  the  conduct  that  should  be  observed  towards 
Commissioners  said  to  be  coming  from  Great  Britain  to  America, 

Resolxeil,  That  General  Washingtim  be  informed  that  Congress  sup- 
po-*e,  if  Commissioners  are  intended  to  lie  sent  from  Great  Britain  to 
treat  of  peace,  that  the  practice  usual  in  such  cases  will  be  observed,  by 
making  previous  application  for  the  necessary  passports  or  safe  conduct ; 
and  on  such  application  being  made.  Congress  will  direct  the  proper  mea- 
sures for  the  reception  of  such  Commissioners. 


PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS  TO  MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL. 

Philadelphia,  May  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Since  1  had  the  honour  of  writing  on  the 
30th  oi  April,  upon  the  subject  of  collecting  specie  for  the 
support  of  our  Army  in  Canada,  I  have  nothing  further  in 
charge  from  Congress,  at  this  time,  but  to  transmit  you  the 
enclosed  resolve  ;*  and  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Hancock,  President. 

To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Massachusetts-Ray. 


JAMES    DUANE    TO    THE    ASSEMBLY    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 
Treasury  Office,  Philadelphia,  May  7,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen:  The  Congress  having,  on  the 
17th  of  February  last,  ajjpointed  a  Standing  Committee  for 
superintending  the  Treasury,  and,  on  the  1st  April,  among 
other  things,  resolved,  that  all  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
Councils,  and  Committees  of  Safety,  Commissaries,  Pay- 
masters, and  othei-s  entrusted  whh  publick  moneys,  should, 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  being  called  upon  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Committee  of  the  Treasury,  produce  their 
accounts  at  the  Treasury  Office,  in  order  to  their  being  set- 
tled and  adjusted,  we  are,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  regu- 
lations, to  request  your  honourable  body  will  be  pleased  to 
give  orders  that  an  account  be  rendered  of  the  expenditure 
of  the  Continental  moneys  which,  by  the  acts  of  Congress, 
have  passed  through  your  hands  into  the  Office,  witii  the 
proper  vouchers,  that  the  same  may  be  settled  and  adjusted 
here,  and  reported,  for  the  final  allowance  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  the  names  of  the  Superinten- 
dents of  the  Treasury,  honourable  gentlemen,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant, 

James  Duane,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

To  the  Honourable  James  Warren,  Esq. 


general  WASHINGTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  10,  1776,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the 
Eastern  Colonies.] 

New-York,  May  7,  1776. 

Sir  :  At  a  quarter  after  seven  this  evening,  I  received,  by 
express,  a  letter  from  Thomas  Cushing,  Esquire,  Chairman 
of  a  Committee  of  the  honourable  General  Court,  covering 
one  to  them  from  the  Committee  of  Salem ;  copies  of  which 
I  do  myself  the  honour  to  lay  before  Congress,  that  they 
may  judge  of  the  intelligence  contained  therein,  and  direct 
such  meusurcs  to  be  taken  upon  the  occasion  as  they  may 
think  proper  and  necessary.  1  would  observe,  that  supposing 
Captain  Lee's  account  to  be  true  in  part,  I  think  there  must 
be  a  mistake  either  in  the  number  of  troops  or  the  transport 
ships.  If  there  are  no  more  ships  than  what  are  mentioned, 
it  is  certain  there  cannot  be  so  many  troops ;  of  this,  how- 
ever. Congress  can  judge  as  well  as  myself;  and  I  submit  it 
to  them  whether,  upon  the  whole  of  the  circumstances,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  their  destination,  if  they  were  seen  at  all, 
they  choose  that  any  forces  shall  be  detached  from  hence ; 
as  they  will  see  from  the  returns  transmitted  yesterday  that 
the  number  of  men  now  here  is  but  small  and  inconsider- 
able ;  and,  what  is  to  be  regretted,  no  small  part  of  those 
without  arms.  Perhaps  by  dividing  and  subdividing  our 
force  too  much,  we  shall  have  no  one  post  sufficiently 
guarded.  I  shall  wait  their  direction,  and  whatever  their 
order  is,  shall  comply  with  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  much  respect,  sir,  your  most 

humble  servant,  /-,  r.r 

'  George  Washington. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 

P.  S.  I  have,  by  the  express,  a  letter  from  General 
Ward,  containing  a  similar  account  to  that  from  the  Salem 
Committee,  and  by  way  of  Captain  Lee. 

Should  the  Commissioners  arrive  which  are  mentioned, 
how  are  they  to  be  received  and  treated  ?  I  wish  the 
direction  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  by  return  of  the 
bearer. 

*  Ix  CoNOBBSs,  May  4,  1776. — Resolved,  That  the  Cannon  and  other 
stores  in  Boston,  which  were  originally  purchased  and  provided  by  and 
at  the  expense  of  the  CoXonies  of  .Massachusetts- Bay  and  A'ew-J/ump- 
shire,  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  Colony  that  so  purchased  and 
provided  them ;  and  ihat  all  the  other  Cannon  left  in  the  Colony  o(.\Iaa- 
tachusetts-Bay  by  the  British  forces  be  presented  to  the  said  Colony. 
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GENERAL    WASHINGTON    TO    COLONEL    MDOUGALL. 

New-York,  May  7,  1776. 

Sir:  I  received  your  favour  upon  tlie  subject  of  rations; 
and,  agreeably  to  your  request,  have  enclosed  a  list  of  rations 
allowed  the  officers  of  the  regiments  before  Boston.  Those 
in  service  the  1st  of  July  have  been  allowed  from  that  time  ; 
others  appointed  to  office  since,  from  die  dates  of  their  com- 
missions. 

Having  never  given  any  direction  about  the  officers  alluded 
to,  or  any  others,  except  those  that  were  immediately  under 
my  command,  I  would  observe  that  I  do  not  mean  to  do  it 
in  this  instance,  as  tliey  were  acting  in  a  distinct  and  dif- 
ferent district. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  Stc,  George  Washington. 

To  Colonel  A.  McDougall,  First  New-York. 


WHITEHEAD    HlCIiS    TO    JOHN    McKESSON. 

Tuesday,  2  o'clock.  May  7,  1776. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  last  week  relative  to  an  order  of  the 
Congress  about  the  persons  who  had  moved  out  of  town, 
which,  as  I  was  exempted  from  military  duty,  I  conceived 
did  not  apply  to  me,  and  desired  you  would  get  that  ex- 
plained ;  but  I  have  not  received  any  answer  from  you.  As 
I  am  now  in  town,  and  shall  go  out  this  evening,  should  be 
glad  to  hear  from  you. 

I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant. 

Whitehead  Hicks. 
To  John  McKesson,  Esq. 


ALEXANDER   MONCRIEFF    TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New-York,  May  7,  1776. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  : 

This  I  am  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  am  under  the  necessity 
of  resigning  the  office  of  being  your  Jail-keeper,  which  this 
honourable  Board  conferred  upon  me  the  24th  April,  1776. 
While  1  do  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  honourable 
Board  for  the  prefemient,  be  pleased  to  give  me  an  audi- 
ence before  this  honourable  Convention,  and  I  will  give  my 
candid  reason  for  my  desire  of  resigning. 

I  am,  with  sincerity,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Monchieff. 


JOHN    MCKESSON   TO    ABSENT    MEAIBERS. 

New-York,  May  7,  1776,  2  o'clock. 

Gentlemen:  The  Congress  has  now  waited  two  days 
for  the  attendance  of  the  Members  of  your  County  to  make 
a  House  and  proceed  to  business.  All  the  other  Counties 
present  complain  of  you. 

When  the  gentlemen  from  Westchester  were  here  on  Sa- 
turday, they  engaged  that  a  representation  of  their  County 
should  attend  on  Monday.  There  are  publick  clamors  from 
all  quarters  for  want  of  money,  and  a  Congress.  I  have  it 
in  command  from  the  gentlemen  present  to  request  the  at- 
tendance of  a  quorum  from  your  County ;  and  that  if  any  of 
you  on  whom  this  express  should  call  cannot  set  off  imme- 
diately, and  travel  to  the  City-Hall  without  a  stop  or  rest,  that, 
in  that  case,  you  send  to  some  gentleman  who  will  attend. 

Some  gentlemen  say  that  Westchester  ought  to  pay  the 
express,  and  the  whole  expense  of  the  Membei-s  attending 
here  while  they  are  absent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully,  gentlemen, 

your  humble  servant,  t         m  rr 

■'  JOHN  McKesson. 

To  Lewis  Graham,  Joseph  Dralcc,  Stephen  Ward,  Robert 
Graham,  and  Joseph  Paulding,  Esquires,  and  the  other 
Deputies  of  Westchester  County,  or  any  three  of  them. 


JOSEPH    BLANCHABD  TO   NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

New- York,  May  7,  1776. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  now  convened  in  the 
City  of  Nevv-Yokk  :  , 

As  I  am  under  an  accusation  of  carrying  on  a  communi- 
cation with  some  of  the  seamen  on  board  the  ships  lying 
near  Sandy-Hook,  I  hope  you  will  indulge  me  in  laying  the 
matter  before  you,  which  I  will  do  according  to  tlie  best  of 
my  remembrance. 


Captain  Darlnfs  evidence,  which  you  have  minuted,  is 
very  just  as  to  what  I  said  about  there  being  a  communication 
from  persons  in  this  city  to  the  ships.  If  he  said  anything 
about  my  sending  books  on  board,  that  is  wrong,  for  I  neither 
bought  nor  sent  any,  nor  anything  else  except  a  small  me- 
morandum blank-bfwk,  quarter  of  a  hundred  of  goose  quills, 
and  one  small  bottle  Turlington's  balsam  ;  which  I  sent  Co- 
lonel Fanning,  by  Mr.  JSixon.  The  hooks  were  bought  of 
one  Green,  by  the  Colonel's  negro,  as  I  learned  to-day  from 
Mrs.  Hatch.  I  never  saw  them,  but  heard  her  say  they  were 
sent.  While  Mr.  Niron  went  on  hoard  the  Dutchess,  I  often 
wrote  to  Colonel  Fanning ;  my  letters  were  always  deliver- 
ed to  him  open  ;  nor  did  I  ever  send  one  to  him  sealed  since 
he  went  on  board.  The  last  letter  1  received  from  him  is 
dated  the  ^Oth  April,  I  think,  and  enclosed  an  order  I  had 
sent  to  receive  some  money  for  me  from  one  Pell,  who  I 
thought  was  on  board  the  Asia.  I  gave  an  order  to  this 
Pell  to  receive  of  Mr.  Banyar,  and  bring  to  me,  fifteen 
pounds,  expecting  him  back  immediately  with  the  money ; 
but  instead  of  bringing  me  the  money,  he  went  on  hoard 
the  Asia,  as  I  learned  afterward  by  the  man  that  carried 
him.  By  the  la^jt  letter  I  received  from  the  Colonel,  I  had 
some  small  hopes  of  getting  the  money,  which  was  the  oc- 
casion of  my  sending  him  the  last  letter,  enclosing  the  order 
as  before,  and  the  map  he  wrote  for :  which  letter  contained 
nothing  but  a  desire  to  him  to  use  his  utmost  to  get  that 
money,  and  to  send  up  a  return  of  a  warrant  of  survey,  exe- 
cuted by  Mr.  Bancker  and  myself.  I  did  not  think  there 
was  any  harm  in  this  small  piece  of  negotiation,  as  not  one 
word  was  written  about  anything  but  about  the  money,  the 
return  of  survey,  that  his  deed  was  ready  for  him,  and  that 
I  hoped  he  had  received  the  quills,  Stc. 

Not  one  word  of  news,  or  anything  about  politicks,  was 
ever  hinted  either  from  him  to  me,  or  me  to  him,  in  any  let- 
ter tliat  passed  between  us.  As  to  the  Governour,  I  never 
wrote  him  one  word,  nor  ever  received  any  kind  of  message 
from  him  of  any  kind  whatsoever.  Captain  Gibbs  says  I  could 
tell  what  I  was  arrested  for,  though  he  never  mentioned  any- 
thing of  the  o<;casion  to  me.  When  he  was  examining  over 
my  papers,  he  saw  a  letter  directed  to  the  Governour,  which 
he  spoke  sometliing  about,  and  viewed  it  with  more  attention 
than  he  had  other  papers  ;  and  my  calling  to  mind  the  dis- 
coui-se  I  had  with  Captain  Darby,  and  that  I  had  sent  letters 
on  board,  concluded  it  must  be  that.  That  I  had  carried 
on  a  correspondence  on  board  is  not  denied ;  but  then  it  will 
not  follow  that  it  was  criminal,  unless  it  was  so  in  sending 
the  last  letter  after  the  Committee  had  resolved  to  the  con- 
trary. He  also  mentions  that  he  found  in  my  room  General 
Sullivan's  marching  ordere.  That  is  true ;  and  at  first  I  did 
not  recollect  much  about  it,  but  after  a  little  while  I  remem- 
bered that  I  picked  it  up  in  Lieutenant  Fisher's  house, 
which  was  much  frequented  by  the  Jersey  officers.  What 
led  me  to  look  on  it  particularly,  was  my  seeing  General 
Sullivan's  name  to  it ;  and  as  I  knew  hiin  when  he  was  a 
young  man,  1  looked  to  it  to  see  the  handwriting.  I  have 
not  the  least  remembrance  of  putting  it  into  my  pocket,  nor 
do  I  remember  anything  about  it  afterwards,  till  1  saw  it  on 
the  table  where  Ms:  Gibbs  found  it ;  but  this  I  can  positive- 
ly declare,  that  I  never  did,  nor  thought  of  making  any  kind 
of  use  of  it  in  any  respect,  except  it  was  just  to  look  it 
over  out  of  curiosity  ;  nor  do  I  conceive  what  use  could  be 
made  of  it,  that  could  not  have  been  as  well  effected  with- 
out it ;  for  these  orders  were  as  publick  as  anything  in  tow  n  ; 
nor  was  the  least  secrecy  observed  about  them.  The  busi- 
ness wrote  about  to  Ix)rd  Stirling,  I  effected  by  letter  to 
Colonel  Fanning,  so  Major  Rogers  said  diere  was  no  occa- 
sion of  delivering  it.  1  knew  die  contents,  and  went  several 
times  to  my  Lord's  on  purpose  to  deliver  him  the  letter,  but 
could  not  see  him.  As  to  my  using  the  officers  ill  tfiat 
informed  against  me,  (if  I  did,)  it  was  occasioned  by  my 
being  confined  in  such  a  manner  ;  had  any  of  them  come  to 
me  for  information  about  conveyance,  I  would  have  freely 
"iven  them  all  the  information  I  was  ])ossosscd  of,  which,  in 
short,  I  had  done  before,  which  I  thought  they  would  not 
have  disputed,  on  the  least  reflection  on  the  openness  which 
appeared  in  me  in  our  former  conversation  on  that  head. 
My  ill-treatment  of  them  is  much  exaggerated  ;  neither  were 
they  altogether  silent  in  their  retorts. 

As  to  every  tittle  of  what  I  have  written  above,  I  can 
be  qualified  to  the  tixidi,  and  will  if  desired.  When  any 
man's    trial    depends   on   his  own   r,onfession,  the   whole 
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should    be   taken,  and   not  any  one    part.     My  political 

rrinciples  are  known  by  some  of  this  Committt'e,  and 
defy  even  envy  itself  to  say  that  I  ever  said  or  did  any- 
thing disapproving  of  the  measures  now  pursuing  by  the 
Continent  to  free  America  from  the  oppression  designed  her 
by  Great  Britain  ;  but  always  thought,  and  often  said,  that 
the  American  opposition  was  just,  and  I  iioartily  wished  it 
success.  I  will  cheerfully  attend  the  honourable  Committee 
whenever  they  shall  see  fit,  and  give  any  satisfaction  to  them 
in  my  power  concerning  these  matters  ;  and  rest  their  most 
obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Joseph  BLANCiiAnD. 

To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety,  now  sitting  in  the 
City  of  Neic-  York. 

COLONEL    NICOLL    TO    GENERAL   WASHINGTON. 

Fort  Constitution,  May  7,  1776. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  :  I  received  your  two 
letters  of  April  'Zo\.\\  and  May  4th,  the  5th  of  this  instant. 
Your  Excellency  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  do  everything 
in  my  power  to  forward  the  works.  It  wpuld  be  of  great 
service  if  the  Congress  would  order  a  few  hogsheads  of  rum 
here,  so  that  the  fatigue  party  might  have  a  gill  a-piece  per 
day,  as  the  fatigue  is  hard.  My  orders  are  that  every  man, 
except  the  sick,  lame,  those  on  guard,  and  those  last  relieved, 
work  every  day. 

There  are  a  number  of  Tories  sent  to  Fort  Montgomery 
from  Dutchess  County,  by  order  of  the  County  Convention, 
to  be  put  to  hard  labour  till  the  further  order  of  the  Con- 
vention. I  have  ordered  the  commanding  officer  there,  if 
any  more  of  these  disaffected  people  should  be  sent  there, 
not  to  receive  them,  or  send  them  to  Fort  Constitution ;  as  I 
think  it  wrong  to  send  so  many  of  these  people  to  a  garrison 
that  is  so  weak.  And  it  remains  a  doubt  with  me,  as  they 
are  our  prisoners,  whether  we  should  oblige  them  to  do  hard 
labour  or  not.  1  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
give  me  some  directions  about  them.  One  of  those  dis- 
affected people  told  me  yesterday  that  the  report  about  Cap- 
tain Menos's  going  away  was  false,  and  that  he  lived  near 
him. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  most  obedient,  and  very  humble 

servant,  Isaac  Nicoll,  Commanding  Officer. 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  Esq.,  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  Continental  Army. 


francis  abbott  to  the  new-hampshire  committee  of 
safety. 

Cbarlcstown,  No.  4,  Sunday  morning,  May,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  by  the  post  Sunday  evening  your 
letter  and  the  five  hundred  dollars.  I  have  received  accounts 
of  three  of  the  teams  being  cast  away,  and  all  are  gone  from 
this  town,  and  I  am  going  off  myself.  The  post  from  Ti- 
conderoga  informs  me  the  wagons  that  went  first  had  arri- 
ved at  Otter  Creek,  and  got  over  all  the  worst  of  the  way. 
I  propose  to  go  from  Otter  Creek  to  Skenesborough,  which 
is  a  trifle  farther,  but  the  roads  much  better,  and  the  re- 
mainder must  be  by  water,  if  possible.  As  for  the  tent-poles 
all  getting  into  the  camp,  it  is  impossible,  and  I  wish  I  had 
burnt  them  in  this  town.  Pray  inform  Mr.  Harris  all  the 
cannon  will  be  on  the  road,  as  I  come  back.  Tliree  teams 
are  just  arrived,  that  could  not  get  more  than  fifteen  miles  ; 
but  I  hope  for  a  blessing  to  attend  the  remainder  of  this 
journey. 

I  subscribe  myself,  your  humble  servant,  friend,  and  well- 

^'*"^'''  Francis  Abbott. 

To  the  New-Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety. 

P.  S.  Excuse  my  not  being  more  pithy,  and  particularly 
on  news,  for  I  am  in  haste. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  HOWE  TO  LORD 
GEORGE  GEBMAINE,  DATED  HALIFAX,  MAY  7,  1776. 

As  I  did  not  in  my  last,  of  the  25th  of  April,  particularly 
acknowledge  the  recei])t  of  despatches  by  the  Milford  fri- 
gate, I  have  now  the  honour  to  specify  the  following  from 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  viz :  of  the  27th  of  October,  8th  of 
November ;  circular  of  the  same  date ;  copies  of  letters  to 
Lord  fViUiam  CampbeU  and  Govemour  Martin,  of  the  7th 


of  November;  duplicates  of  the  22d,  27th,  and  28th  of 
October,  8th  of  November,  and  a  triplicate  of  the  22d  of 
October. 

Your  Ijordship's  despatches  were,  circular  of  the  10th  of 
November,  and  duplicate ;  18th  of  November,  and  duplicate ; 
copy  of  instructions  to  Major-General  Clinton,  6th  of  De- 
cember; letter  of  the  23d  of  December,  and  5th  of  January. 

In  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the  5th  of  January, 
mention  is  made  of  a  separate  letter,  wherein  I  may  expect 
the  honour  of  his  Majesty's  commands  for  the  operations  of 
the  ensuing  campaign,  which  is  not  yet  received.  I  hope 
my  design  of  removing  with  the  Anny  from  hence  to  New- 
York,  as  soon  as  I  am  enabled  by  a  supply  of  provisions, 
may  not  meet  with  the  King's  disapprobation,  although  it 
should  take  place  before  I  receive  the  letter  in  question,  for 
every  instant  we  remain  here  must  increase  our  embarrass- 
ments. The  fogs  sitting  in  upon  the  coasts  may  delay  the 
fleet  upon  its  passage,  occasion  a  separation,  and  thereby 
prevent  the  Army  from  acting  in  full  force  ujjon  its  arrival ; 
the  enemy  will  be  belter  prepared  for  our  reception,  and 
the  reinforcements  from  Europe  may  arrive  before  us.  From 
these  considerations,  I  shall,  at  all  events,  get  away  from 
hence  without  a  moment's  unnecessary  delay  ;  but  I  trem- 
ble when  I  think  of  our  present  state  of  provisions,  having 
now  meat  for  no  more  than  thirteen  days  in  store,  w  ith  the 
)X)ssibility  of  supplies  not  arriving  before  the  fogs  take  place ; 
after  which  time  the  ships  may  be  a  month  upon  the  coast, 
without  being  able  to  get  into  port.  Tlie  frost  being  now 
out  of  the  ground,  the  works  for  a  temporary  security  to 
the  dock-yard  were  begun  this  day. 

By  the  addition  of  vessels  taken  into  the  service,  and  of 
arrivals  at  this  port  since  leaving  Boston,  we  shall  have  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  tonnage  for  the  removal  of  the  Army 
from  hence,  without  the  inconvenience  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  being  crowded,  which  was  experienced  on  our  way 
to  this  port.  The  greatest  part  of  the  women  and  children 
will  be  left,  and  subsisted  at  the  usual  allowance,  of  half 
a  ration  for  each  woman,  and  one  quarter  for  a  child ;  in 
which  a  supply  of  rice  (lately  arrived  from  Georgia)  will 
be  a  principal  article. 

By  this  opportunity  I  have  sent  to  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Treasury  an  estimate  of  the  forage  expected 
from  the  Bay  of  Fundy ;  and  if  we  have  not  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  hay  for  the  Seventeenth  Dragoons,  that  regiment 
will  be  left,  to  follow  the  Army  as  soon  as  it  can  be  procured  ; 
it  is  now  in  cantonments,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Windsor, 
for  the  convenience  of  getting  hay. 

I  have  also  sent  to  their  Lordships  a  return  of  seamen 
engaged  in  the  West-Indies,  who  are  put  into  transports, 
and  are  a  very  seasonable  assistance.  It  is  at  the  same  time 
humbly  submitted  to  their  Lordships'  consideration,  if  it 
would  not  be  an  expedient  measure  to  send  out  a  naval 
store-ship,  for  furnishing  the  transjwrts  with  the  several 
articles  of  rigging  and  stores,  which  they  greatly  need  at 
present,  particularly  pitch  and  tar ;  likewise,  a  victualling 
ship  for  their  seamen,  who  have  no  other  suj)ply  than  from 
the  Anny  stores. 

Lieutenant-Govemour  Oliver,  five  of  the  Council  of  Mas- 
sachusetts-Bay, and  some  of  the  inhabitants  from  thence, 
go  to  Britain  at  this  time.  The  Honourable  Peter  Oliver, 
Esquire,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature, 
whose  steady  zeal  and  attachment  to  Government  is  well 
known  to  General  Gage,  and  to  whose  counsel  and  judg- 
ment I  have  been  indebted  on  tnany  occasions,  accompanies 
Govemour  Legge,  in  the  Harriet  packet ;  and  that  your 
Lordship  may  know  the  number  of  persons  who  removed 
from  Boston,  I  enclose  a  list  of  them,  taken  at  this  place, 
as  well  as  a  list  of  those  embarking. 

The  stores  destroyed,  and  left  by  the  different  depart- 
ments, on  the  late  removal  of  the  Anny,  will  appear  from 
the  enclosed  returns.  I  must  own,  in  the  ordnance  branch 
they  have  exceeded  my  expectations  ;  but  in  that  of  the 
forage,  it  was  inevitable  from  the  want  of  shipping. 

In  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  commands,  for  a  more 
explicit  account  of  tlie  expedition  to  Falmouth,  which  was 
intrusted  to  Lieutenant  Mowat,  of  the  Navy,  assisted  by  a 
detachment  of  marines  and  artillery,  I  have  re-examined  the 
officer  who  commanded  this  detachment,  and  find  that  his 
orders  from  Genera!  Gage  were,  to  embark  on  board  several 
armed  vessels  the  6th  of  October,  1775,  and  to  aid  and 
assist  Lieutenant  Mowat  in  annoying  and  destroying  all 
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ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  Rebels  on  the  coast  and 
in  the  harbours,  to  the  eastward  of  Boston ;  that  they  first 
examined  the  harbour  of  Cape-Anne,  and  finding  an  attack 
upon  it  inexpedient,  they  proceeded  to  Falmouth,  and  laid 
the  armed  vessels  before  the  town,  on  the  evening  of  their 
arrival ;  after  which  Lieutenant  Mowat  sent  an  officer  on 
shore,  with  a  summons  to  the  inhabitants  to  deliver  up  their 
arms  and  ammunition,  acquainting  them  at  the  same  time 
that  his  orders  directed  him  to  destroy  the  town  if  they  did 
not  comply  with  his  demand,  of  which  they  should  be 
allowed  two  hours  to  consider  and  to  remove  their  women 
and  children.  Shortly  after,  three  persons,  deputed  by  the 
inhabitants,  came  on  board,  requesting  a  longer  time ;  and 
it  was  agreed  to  wait  their  answer  until  eight  o'clock  next 
morning  ;  about  which  hour  the  same  persons  returned,  and 
reported  that  the  inhabitants  were  determined  to  wait  their 
fate.  Within  half  an  hour  a  signal  was  made  by  Lieutenant 
Alowat,  the  vessels  began  to  cannonade,  and  several  car- 
casses were  thrown  into  the  town,  which  set  fire  to  the 
houses,  and,  in  a  few  hours,  consumed  the  greatest  part  of 
them  ;  a  detachment  was  then  landed,  who  completed  the 
destruction,  and  re-ombarked  without  loss.  The  small  ves- 
sels in  the  harbour  were  burnt,  sunk,  or  brought  away  the 
18th  of  October,  and  the  armament  returned  to  Boston  the 
5th  of  November,  without  attempting  anything  further. 

Your  Lordship  was  informed  in  my  last  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Grant  had  returned  from  Georgia,  where  he  had 
been  sent  with  two  transports,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy 
rank  and  file,  under  convoy  of  the  Scarborough  frigate,  to 
procure  rice  for  the  Army.  He  found  the  country  in  open 
rebellion,  the  Govemour  and  many  of  the  King's  friends 
prisoners  at  large,  others  disarmed,  and  all  legal  authority 
subverted ;  a  vessel  sunk  in  the  narrow  part  of  then-  river, 
the  town  of  Savannah  garrisoned  by  five  hundred  men,  and 
batteries  raised  in  the  commanding  grounds,  to  obstruct  the 
passage  of  the  ships.  Every  means  were  used  to  con- 
vince the  people  that  his  designs  were  not  hostile,  that 
everything  required  should  be  paid  for,  and  their  trade  pro- 
tected. To  tins  they  were  at  one  time  reconciled ;  but  the 
violence  of  the  mob  soon  overset  his  intentions.  The  only 
measure  left  was  to  secure  the  ships  then  in  the  river,  by 
surprise ;  which  was  effected  by  the  detachment  going  up 
Back  River  in  boats,  with  two  or  three  small  armed  ves- 
sels, through  an  intricate  channel,  and  little  known,  while 
the  larger  armed  vessels  proceeded  up  the  ordinary  passage 
by  way  of  feint,  engaged  their  attention,  and  these  met  with 
every  opposition  the  enemy  could  make  from  their  cannon, 
or  with  small  arms.  The  plan  succeeded :  eighteen  vessels 
of  different  sizes  were  rescued,  and  brought  down  the  back 
channel ;  more  ships  would  have  been  brought  off  had  the 
detachment  been  stronger.  Such  were  the  rage  and  disap- 
pointment of  the  people  on  this  occasion  that  they  set  fii'e  to 
the  Inverness,  a  large  ship  richly  laden,  with  a  view  of  de- 
stroying the  rest. 

Sir  James  Wright  and  his  family  narrowly  escaping  the 
search  of  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  sent 
to  seize  him,  got  on  board  the  Scarborough,  and  is  now 
here,  intending  to  sail  for  England  by  this  opportunity. 
This  detachment,  disappointed  in  their  principal  aim,  fired 
upon  a  Sergeant's  party,  sent  ashore  for  wood,  which  the 
non-commissioned  officer  returned,  and  retired  to  his  boat, 
with  the  loss  of  one  man  killed  and  scalped,  one  wounded, 
and  one  missing.  The  Rebels,  on  the  approach  of  troops 
in  boats,  quitted  the  spot. 

The  quantity  of  rice  obtained  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Grant  is  one  thousand  and  eighty-three  tierces,  for  which 
certificates  were  given  to  the  owners,  as  the  price  could 
not  be  ascertained  under  such  circumstances.  Sir  James 
Wright  is  the  principal  proprietor. 

A  private  trader  from  Watcrfurd  arrived  this  morning, 
with  as  much  beef  and  pork  as  will  supply  the  Army  six 
days,  which,  though  a  small  circumstance,  may  not  be 
unpleasing  for  your  Lordship  to  know  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  thinss. 


amount  of  which  was  left  blank.  Enclosed  I  send  you  an 
account  of  sundry  expenses  which  I  paid,  which,  after  de- 
ducting what  is  allowed  for  reciuiting,  and  the  charge  allowed 
for  a  fifer,  leaves  fourteen  pounds  nine  shillings  and  eleven 
pence  due  me  by  the  promise  of  that  account,  which  1  hope 
you  will  allow,  as  otherwise  I  shall  be  so  much  loser.  The- 
balance  due,  exclusive  of  that,  is  eighty-four  pounds  twelve- 
shillings  and  ten  and  a  half-pence,  which  I  will  esteem  as  a- 
favour  if  you  will  send  me  by  return  of  the  bearer,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Lux.  I  have  paid  several  sums  since  my  last  account  for 
sick  soldiers,  which  I  doubt  not  will  be  allowed,  as  it  is  by 
order  of  your  Surgeon.  I  am  getting  hunting  shirts  made 
for  my  company,  of  home-made  linen,  which  1  bought  and 
paid  Mr.  Edward  Parker  for,  at  three  shillings  and  nine  pence 
per  yard.  I  have  in  that  consulted  with  Colonel  Ware,  who 
thinks  with  me  that  they  will  not  come  much  dearer  than 
osnaburghs,  the  linen  being  much  broader,  and  one  shirt  will 
be  worth  two  ;  I  therefore  hope  you  will  allow  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  honourable  sii-s,  your  very  hum- 


ble servant, 


Thomas  Ewing. 


To  the  Honourable  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland. 


THOMAS    EWXN6   TO   MARYLAND    COUNCIL    OF    SAPETr, 

Baltimore,  May  8,  1776. 

Honourable  Sirs  :  When  last  in  Annapolis,  I  left  my 
account  with  you  for  inspection.  There  was  a  charge  in 
the  account  current  for  bringing  my  company  to  station,  the 
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MARTLANI)    COUNCIL    OF    SAFETY   TO    CAPTAIN    HINDMAN. 

[No.  148.]  Annapolis,  May  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  received  your  letters,  and  are  sorry  to  hear  you 
do  not  approve  of  the  muskets  sent  you  from  Chester ;  they 
were  taken  from  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith's  Company  of 
Matrosses,  at  Baltimore,  but  a  few  days  before,  and  Mr.  T. 
Smyth  says  they  appeared  all  to  be  in  good  order,  except  a 
few.  They  had  been  in  constant  use  for  some  time,  and 
are  of  the  best  sort  belonging  to  the  Province,  although  not. 
new.  Whatever  repairs  are  wanting  for  them  we  desire  you 
will  have  done  as  soon  as  possible.  We  would  have  you 
purchase  the  muskets  you  mention,  at  seventy-five  shillings 
each,  and  are  glad  to  hear  you  can  get  cloth  to  clothe  your 
company.  We  desire  it  may  be  made  up  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  done. 

The  price  you  are  asked  for  houses  at  Oxford  for  bai^ 
racks  is  most  extravagant ;  and  much  higher  than,  from  the 
information  we  have  received,  ought  to  be  given ;  and  we' 
request  you  would  endeavour  to  procure  them,  or  others,  at. 
a  lower  rate.  Camp-kettles  are  an  article  that  cannot  be 
procured  in  this  Province ;  we  have  procured  you  some 
pots,  which  we  conceive,  as  you  are  now  and  may  for  some 
time,  remain  at  your  barracks,  will  well  answer  every  pur- 
pose you  have  occasion  for  at  present.  Platters  we  shall 
have  ready  for  you  next  week,  and  will  send  by  first  oppor- 
tunity ;  and  we  have  enclosed  to  you  two  orders  on  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Eastern  Shore  for  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  pounds,  your  subsistence  money  to  the  3d  of  May,  and 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  the  purchase  of  cloth,  and. 
the  purposes  you  have  mentioned;  and  for  which  you  will 
hereafter  render  us  account. 
We 'are,  &ic. 

To  Captain  James  Hindman. 


COLONEL  EASTON  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  9,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Wylhe.] 

Philadelphia,  May  8,  1776. 

Honourable  Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  give  you  the  trouble 
of  this.  I  have  been  in  jail  three  weeks,  and  having  no 
prospect  of  being  set  at  liberty,  I  now  humbly  ap]ily  to 
your  Honour,  having  no  friends  to  assist  me  in  this  part  of 
the  world.  I  am  sued  for  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  York  cur- 
rency, and  1  owe  my  creditors  about  nine  hundred  pounds 
more,  York  currency.  I  have  due  two  thousand  pounds, 
lawful  money.  My  creditors  have  a  landed  security  of 
what  I  value  at  three  thousand  pounds,  lawful  money.  In 
several  letters  they  have  received  from  me  since  I  came 
to  this  place,  I  have  offered  my  land  and  my  outstanding 
debts  at  an  honest  appraisal ;  in  short,  I  have  done  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  get  a  settlement,  but  have  heard 
nothing  from  them.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  obliging 
people  to  pay  their  debts  in  the  Massachusetts,  by  the  re- 
solves of  the  honourable  Congress. 

I  ought  to  be  on  my  way  to  Canada :  the  settlement 
with  the  Coniniissioners  appointed  by  Congress  requires  it ; 
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a  settlement  of  my  regimental  accounts  of  five  captains  still 
•in  the  service  at  Canada,  and  getting  the  stores  and  vessels 
taken  by  the  regiment  appraised,  the  court  of  inquiry  to  be 
fholden  there  in  regard  to  Major  Droim  and  myself,  and 
■many  other  important  matters,  all  urge  it;  in  short,  1  am 
in  pain  to  see  the  event  of  (^ucbcck. 

I  have,  with  my  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  at  the  Sard, 
taken  more  for  the  Continimt,  on  board  Prescott's  savage 
fleet,  than  three  times  over  to  pay  all  my  debts,  viz :  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -five  barrels  of  provisions, 
including  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  firkins  of  butter,  at 
sixty  shillings  per  barrel,  amounting  to  five  thousand  five 
i)undred  and  five  poimds.  The  eleven  sail  of  vessels  were 
of  no  small  advantage  to  the  Continent  in  transporting 
General  Montgomery's  Army  to  (^itcbeck ;  not  to  mention 
smaller  matters,  but  not  to  forget  Ticondcroga.  May  not  my 
honour  be  taken  till  I  can  go  to  New-  York,  and  try  to  set- 
tle my  affairs,  and  if  I  cannot  do  it  to  return  to  jail  again? 
I  understand  Savage  Prescott  is  gone  off  on  a  parole.  His 
Excellency  General  Washington  was  pleased  to  observe, 
in  a  letter  I  laid  before  the  honourable  Committee  on  my 
affairs,  at  the  City  Tavern,  that  I  had  merited  from  the  pub- 
lick,  though  I  am  accused  by  General  Arnold.  I  live  in  the 
faith  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  honourable  Congress  to 
relieve  me,  consistent  with  their  tnie  dignity ;  and  believe 
they  will  at  any  rate,  as  I  think  they  cannot  be  losers  by 
me. 

Honoured  sir,  please  to  use  (if  it  is  not  inconsistent)  your 
influence  to  liberate  the  unhappy  man,  when  it  can  be  of  no 
advantage  to  any  creditor  to  keep  me  here.  1  humbly  beg 
yo*  counsel  in  the  matter. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  Honour's  most  obedient, 

humble  servant,  t  t-' 

James  ILiAston. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq. 


Philadelphia,  May  8,  1776. 

Made  his  escape  from  the  Jail  of  this  city,  yesterday,  in 
the  evening,  a  certain  Moses  Kirkland,*  called  Colonel 
Kirkland,  belonging  to  Sotith- Carolina,  confined  in  the  said 
Jail  by  order  of  the  honourable  Congress,  for  practices  ini- 
mical to  this  country.  He  is  a  stout  corpulent  man,  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty  years  of  age,  about  five  feet  ten  inches 
high,  of  a  swarthy  complexion,  fresh  coloured,  and  wears 
his  own  grey  hair  tied  behind.  He  had  on  a  green  coat 
faced  with  blue  velvet,  a  blue  velvet  waistcoat,  and  brown 

*COPT    OF    A    LETTKR    FKOM    MOSES    KIBKLANB, 

To  the  Honourable   Hetht  Learince,  Es</r,  ami  prescdent  of  the 
Counsel  of  Safety  at  Charles  Town  in  South  Carolina 
May  it  pleae  your  Honour 

To  permit  me  Leave  To  make  my  Excuse  to  you  and  the  other  Gen- 
tlemen for  my  not  Coming  out  of  the  Tamar  manawar  to  your  House 
the  night  that  you  was  so  good  as  to  send  Mr  William  Tucker  aboard  in 
your  boat  with  a  promis  from  you  and  Mr  Cannon  and  Locock  That  I 
should  be  portected  in  vour  House  and  that  my  Proposials  to  the  Con- 
gress should  be  conuaid  By  you  Gentle  to  them  which  you  did  not  Dout 
would  Be  agreed  to:  now  those  proposials  ware  so  good  :  I  Cant  Butt 
with  Shame  ness  of  face  make  my  Excuse  for  not  Excepting  of  Them : 
the  Reason  wasc  this  which  I  Hope  Mr  Tucker  acquainted  you  with  it 
wase  Late  In  the  night  when  he  Came  a  board  Captain  Thornsbery  and 
Ennis  Boath  ware  in  the  Cabin  with  me  and  new  of  my  Goyn  upon  Deck 
and  as  I  Told  Mr  Tucker  it  wase  not  posable  for  us  to  Go  of  the  Ship 
with  out  Been  fired  at  and  Brought  to  and  If  I  went  Down  and  acquant- 
ed  them  fore :  I  Humbly  Beg  the  fuivor  of  you  to  move  to  the  Counsel 
of  Safety  to  Ilaue  me  Remove  from  Hear  Before  them  as  I  may  haue 
the  pleshor  To  haue  a  hearing  Before  them  as  I  Cant  Butt  haue  hopes 
that  when  lliay  Com  to  Be  made  acquantd  With  al  my  Conduct  thay 
will  have  pitty  on  me  and  Grant  me  such  Releafe  as  thay  in  thire  Wis- 
dom shall  sc  Best  I  am  willing  to  giue  al  the  Security  in  my  power  for 
my  Good  Behauiour  I  have  IJote  to  Colonal  Thomson  and  to  Mr  Cannon 
to  Be  my  Security  for  my  Traviling  from  here  on  my  perrole  of  Honour 
to  your  house  at  Charles  town  on  my  Rcceiveing  asurtitl'icate  from  you 
for  that  porposc  I  shall  send  my  Little  Son  to  Mr  Cannon  in  the  first 
uessel  that  sails  Avhich  will  be  in  a  fue  Day  Time  and  you  may  depend 
on  my  Trauiling  through  the  Cuntry  of  Being  al  the  Seruis  to  the  Cause 
I  Can  as  I  am  now  Conuince  of  the  Stranth  of  America  So  pray  Sir  fail 
not  In  Grantting  my  Portion  and  I  shal  Be  in  Duty  Bound  to  Euer 
pray  for  you : 

And  am  with  Dew  Respect  may  it  plesc  your  Honnor  your  Honour 

mosst  obedient  And  Verry  Humble  Ser  t,  ,,  ,, 

Moses  Kirkland. 

17th  Janury,  1776  at  the  Gael  of  phi  Ladelphia 

Charles-Tows,  March  30,  1776. 
The  atmvc  is  a  true  Copy,  taken  from  the  Obioisal  Letter  written 
by  Moses  Kirkland' s  own  hand,  and  sent  to  the  Honourable  Colonel 
J^urens,  and  by  him  laid  before  the  Congress. 
Certified  by  „  ,_ 

rKTEB   I  moTar,  Secretary  to  the  Congress. 


velvet  breeches.  Had  also  a  brown  coat  and  waistcoat, 
and  may  possibly  liave  taken  other  clothes  with  him.  It  is 
said  he  crossed  over  Delaware  at  Coopers  Ferry  last  night, 
and  it  is  sup|)osed  will  either  endeavour  to  get  on  board  one 
of  the  men-of-war  in  the  river,  or  at  Sandy-Hook.  The 
publick  are  earnestly  desired  to  endeavour  to  apprehend  this 
dangerous  enemy  to  the  American  cause ;  and  a  reward  of 
one  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  offered  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons that  shall  take  and  bring  him  back  to  the  Jail  pf  this 
city,  and  all  reasonable  charges  paid. 

N.  B.  The   printers  of  the  several  newspapers  in  the 
Colonies  are  desired  to  insert  this  advertisement. 


ABRAHAM    LIVINGSTON    TO    PRESIDENT    OF    CONORESS. 

[Read  May  9,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr   McKean,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams, 
and  Mr.  Wythe.] 

New- York,  May  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  Having  been  infonned  that  the  contract  I  made  with 
the  Provincial  Convention  of  this  Colony  in  behalf  of  the 
Continent,  is  thought  by  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress disadvantageous  to  the  publick,  I  beg  leave  to  ex- 
plain the  motives  on  which  I  founded  my  proposals :  Having 
seen  an  advertisement  in  the  publick  prints,  requesting  all 
those  who  were  willing  to  contract  for  victualling  the  Army 
of  the  United  Colonics  to  be  stationed  in  this  Province,  to 
send  their  proposals  sealed  to  the  Provincial  Convention,  who 
were  then  sitting ;  what  particularly  induced  me  to  make 
tender  was,  that  1  thought  few  persons  in  this  city  would  be 
concerned  in  so  great  an  undertaking ;  and  as  I  had  always 
an  earnest  desire  to  serve  my  country,  and  being  brought  up 
to  business,  was  confident  that  the  Representatives  of  this 
Colony  would  not  be  displeased  should  the  contract  fall  in 
my  hands.  These  considerations,  with  the  prospect  that  the 
emolunient  arising  therefrom  would  be  adequate  to  the  trou- 
ble and  expense  that  such  a  contract  would  naturally  create, 
induced  me  to  offer  proposals,  which  were  esteemed  tiie  most 
advantageous  to  the  Continent  of  any  delivered,  and  finally  I 
contracted  to  victual  the  Army.  But  as  I  am  informed  the 
honourable  Continental  Congress  are  of  opinion  that  my  con- 
tract is  very  injurious  to  the  publick,  and  although  I  ear- 
nestly wish  to  be  in  the  service  of  the  Continent,  having  met 
with  considerable  losses,  and  altogether  thrown  out  of  busi- 
ness by  the  present  unhappy  disputes,  yet  I  esteem  it  my 
duty,  and  shall  always  prefer  the  good  of  the  ^men'can  cause 
to  my  private  interest ;  I  will,  therefore,  w  ith  the  utmost 
cheerfulness,  resign  my  contract,  should  the  Congress  in  their 
wisdom  think  it  expedient. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  most  obedient,  humble  ser- 
vant, .  J 

Abraham  J^ivingston. 

To  the  President  of  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress. 


EVE    PROVOOST   TO    NEW-YORK    CONGRESS. 

New- York,  May  8,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  Being  infonned  that  my  son  David  Pro- 
voost,  a  passenger  on  board  the  brig  Amazon,  lately  taken  by 
the  men-of-war  at  the  Hook,  is  detained  a  prisoner  on  Ijoard 
the  Asia  man-of-war,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  favour  of  the 
gendemen  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  use  their  influ- 
ence with  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  to  permit 
some  person  to  go  on  board  the  Asia,  in  order  to  treat  about 
my  son's  releasement ;  as  it  is  peculiarly  hard  upon  him,  who 
had  notliing  to  do  with  the  vessel  or  cargo,  to  be  detained  a 
prisoner  almost  at  my  own  door. 

Your  kind  offices,  therefore,  to  effect,  if  possible,  my  son's 

discharge,  will  much  oblige,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble 

servant,  „      „ 

Eve  Provoost. 


return  of  colonel  Malcolm's  regiment,  new-york, 
MAY  8,  1776. 

William  Malcolm,,  Colonel ;  Isaac  Stoutenburgh,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;  Jaim:s  Alner,  Major. 

Jonathan  Blake,  Captain  ;  Joseph  Cheesman,  First  Lieute- 
nant ;  Prentice  Boiven,  Second  Lieutenant ;  James  Black, 
Ensign — Brown  Buffs. 

William  Dcwitt,  Captain ;  George  Fisher,  First  Lieute- 
nant ;  John  M.  Foght,  Second  Lieutenant — Rifle  Com- 
pany. 
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John  Laboyreaux,  Captain  :  John  Fish,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Wiliiam  Adams,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Thomson,  En- 
sign— Grenadiers. 

Rev.  Joseph  Treat,  Chaplain  ;  John  Sanford,  Adjutant ; 
Aaron  Gilbert,  Quartermaster. 

June  6,  1776. — I  have  received  the  above  gentlemen's 
commissions,  being  fifteen  in  number,  as  also  commissions 
for  Colonel  Stoutcnburgh  and  myself. 

William  Malcolm. 


V 


COMMISSIONERS  IN  CANADA  TO  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

[Read  May  18,  1776.] 

Montreal,  May  8,  1776. 

Sir  :  With  this  you  will  receive  copies  of  our  two  pre- 
ceding  letters.      We  find  ourselves  obliged  to  report  the 
necessity  of  sending  immediately  the  supply  of  hard  money 
therein  mentioned.     We  have  tried  in  vain  to  borrow  some 
here  for  the  immediate  occasion  of  the  Amiy,  either  on  the 
publick  or  on  our  own  private  credit.    We  cannot  even  sell 
sterling  bills  of  exchange,  which  some  of  us  have  offered  to 
draw.     It  seems  it  had  been  expected  and  given  out  by  our 
friends,  that  we  should  bring  money  with  us.     The  disap- 
pointment has  discouraged  everybody,  and  established  an 
opinion  that  none  is  to  be  had,  or  that  the  Congress  has  not 
credit  enough  in  their  own  Colonies  to  procure  it.     Many 
of  our  friends  are  drained  dry ;  others  say  they  are  so,  fearing, 
perhaps,  we  shall  never  be  able  to  reimburse  them.     They 
show  us  long  accounts,  no  part  of  which  we  are  able  to  dis- 
charge, of  the  supplies  they  have  furnished  to  our  Army, 
and  declare  that  they  have  borrowed  and  taken  up  on  credit 
so  long  for  our  service,  that  they  can  now  be  trusted  no 
longer,  even  for  what  they  want  themselves.     The  Tories 
will  not  trust  us  a  farthing,  and  some  who,  perhaps,  wish 
us  well,  conceiving  that  we  shall,  through  our  own  poverty, 
or  from  superior  force,  be  soon  obliged  to  abandon  the  coun- 
try, are  afraid  to  have  any  dealings  with  us,  lest  they  should 
hereafter  be  called  to  account  for  abetting  our  cause.     Our 
/  enemies  take  the  advantage  of  this  distress,  to  make  us  look 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  Canadians,  who  have  been 
provoked  by  the  violences  of  our  military,  in  exacting  pro- 
visions and  services  from  them  without  pay — a  conduct 
towards  a  people  who  suffered  us  to  enter  their  country  as 
friends,  that  the  most  urgent  necessity  can  scarce  excuse, 
since  it  has  contributed  much  to  the  changing  their  good 
dispositions  towards  us  into  enmity,  and  makes  tlicm  wish  our 
departure ;  and,  accordingly,  we  have  daily  intimations  of 
plots  hatching  and  insurrections  intended,  for  expelling  us 
on  the  first  news  of  the  arrival  of  the  British  Army.     You 
^  will  see  from  hence  that  your  Commissioners  themselves  are 
in  a  critical  and  most  irksome  situation,   pestered  houriy 
with  demands,  great  and  small,  that  they  cannot  answer,  in 
a  place  where  our  cause  has  a  majority  of  enemies,  the  gar- 
rison weak,  and  a  greater  would,  without  money,  increase 
our  difficulties.     In  short,  if  money  cannot  be  had  to  sup- 
port your  Army  here  with  honour,  so  as  to  be  respected, 
instead  of  being  hated  by  the  people,  we  report  it  as  our 
finn  and  unanimous  opinion,  that  it  is  better  immediately  to 
withdraw  it.     The  fact  before  your  eyes,  that  the  powerful 
British  nation  cannot  keep  an  army  in  a  country  where  the 
inhabitants  are  become  enemies,  must  convince  you  of  the 
necessity  of  enabling  us  immediately  to  make  this  people 
our  friends.     Exclusive  of  a  sum  of  money  to  discharge  the 
debts  already  contracted,  which  General  Arnold  informs  us 
amounts  to  fourteen  thousand  pounds,  besides  the  account 
laid  before  Congress  by  Mr.  Price,  a  further  sum  of  hard 
money,  not  less  than  six  thousand  pounds,  will  be  neces- 
sary to  re-establisii  our  credit  in  this  Colony.     With  this 
supply,  and  a  little  success,  it  may  be  possible  to  regain 
the  affections  of  the  people,  to  attach  them  firmly  to  our 
cause,  and  induce  them  to  accept  a  free  Government,  per- 
haps to  enter  into  the  Union ;  in  which  case  the  currency 
of  our  paper  money  will,  we  think,  follow  as  a  certain 
consequence. 

With  great  respect  to  yourself,  and  the  Congress,  we 
have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

Benjamin  Franklin, 

Samuel  Chase, 

Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock. 


CHARLES  miller  TO  JOSEPH  TRUMBULL. 

[Read  May   23,  1776,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  and< 

Mr.  F.  Lee.] 

Doston,  May  8,  1776. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  29th  ultimo  was  duly 
received,  and  observe  the  contents.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
to  find  that  my  appointment  to  this  office  is  agreeable  to  you.. 
You  may  depend  on  my  utmost  endeavours  to  serve  the 
cause  I  am  employed  in.  There  is  a  considerable  quantity 
of  damaged  butter,  fat,  hard  bread,  raisins,  barrels  old  pork, 
Sic,  the  latter  of  which  article  I  am  now  selling  from  sixty- 
six  shillings  and  eight  pence  to  seventy-two  shillings  per 
barrel.  In  your  letter  you  desired  I  would  have  them  pro- 
perly inspected.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  you  in- 
tended there  should  be  persons  appointed  to  inspect  it,  or 
whether  it  should  be  left  to  me  to  determine  which  is  good 
or  bad.  I  would  recommend  to  have  all  that  is  bad  sold  at 
publick  vendue,  if  agreeable  to  you,  as  I  think  they  will  sell 
lor  as  much  or  more  that  way  than  at  private  sale.  As  to 
the  liquors,  1  should  be  glad  to  know  the  cost  of  them, 
which  will  be  a  guide  to  me  in  the  sale.  The  prize  flour 
will  be  baked  into  hard  bread,  and  it  is  very  likely  the  ships 
will  want  a  considerable  quantity,  which,  I  suppose,  may  be 
supplied  by  an  order  from  Mr.  Cushing.  I  shall  acquaint 
Major  IVazer  with  what  you  wrote  respecting  the  essence  of 
spruce. 

There  is  a  great  demand  here  for  pork.  I  suppose  I  can 
sell  a  considerable  quantity  at  about  eighty  shillings  per 
barrel,  provided  it  is  agreeable.  You  will  find  by  the  receipt 
given  Mr.  Avery,  that  there  are  considerable  quantities  of 
provisions  here  more  than  will  be  wanted  for  the  Army 
for  twelve  months  to  come — whether  it  would  not  be  best 
to  sell  such  quantity  as  will  not  be  wanted.  By  Mr.  Avery's 
order,  I  have  supplied  this  Colony  with  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  pork,  beef,  and  fish.  1  should  be  glad  to  know 
whether  I  am  to  continue  supplying  the  same  if  wanted, 
and  whether  I  must  get  the  cash  lor  it,  or  let  it  remain 
charged  to  the  Colony.  We  are  every  day  expecting  the 
Fleet  and  Army  to  return  here  with  double  force  ;  if  they 
should,  they  will  \i\ke  more  provisions  than  would  be  agree- 
able to  me. 

This  Colony  has  not  as  yet  done  anything  worth  men- 
tioning towards  the  protecting  of  this  town.  Three  or  four 
ships,  and  about  three  thousand  men,  would  take  it  again 
with  great  ease.  Yesterday  a  privateer  schooneK  from  Mar- 
blehead  took  (in  plain  sight  from  this  town)  and  carried 
into  Lynn,  two  large  brigs,  loaded  with  beef,  wine,  and 
butter. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Charles  Miller. 

To  Joseph  Trvmbull,  Esq.,  Commissary-General,  at  iVew- 

York. 

P.  S.  There  is  a  quantity  of  salt  zt.  Jamaica  Plains,  for 
which  Mr.  Blaney  sent  to  me  for  a  receipt ;  but  not  knowing 
the  quantity  there  was,  and  having  received  no  order  to 
bring  it  into  Boston,  I  desired  him  to  let  it  remain  in  the 
care  of  the  person  in  whose  store  it  was,  until  I  heard  from 
you. 


JEREMIAH    WADSWORTH    TO    JOHN   BROWN. 

Boston,  May  8,  1776. 
Gentlemen  :  In  the  month  of  September  last,  the  brig- 
antine  Polly,  Giles  Sage  master,  from  Jamaica  and  His- 
paniola,  laden  with  rum,  sugar,  and  cotton,  whereof  itfa<- 
thew  Talhott,  Esq.,  o( Middletown,  in  Connecticut,  and  my- 
self, were  owners,  was  taken  by  the  JS'autilus  man-of-war, 
brought  into  this  port,  and  here  condenmed  by  a  Court  of 
Admiralty,  and  sold.  I  now  find  that  some  part  of  her 
carco,  viz:  twenty-one  bags  of  cotton,  containing  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds,  are  in  the 
store  of  George  Erving,  Esq.,  and  am  informed  that  you 
have  taken  the  same  under  your  care,  in  behalf  of  this 
Colony,  believing  it  to  be  the  estate  of  the  said  George 
Erving,  Esq.,  or  some  other  pei-sons  inimical  to  this  country. 
But  1  am  able  to  make  proof  that  the  said  cotton  was  actu- 
ally brought  in  said  brigantine  Polly,  and  was  the  property 
of  us,  the  said  Talbott  ^  Wadsworth,  and  we  conceive  it 
still  to  be  our  property,  not  believing  that  the  unjust  capture 
made  of  our  estates  hath  in  anywise  changed  the  property. 
We  therefore  lay  before  you  our  claim,  and  desire  you  will 
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deliver  the  cotton  to  some  person  by  us  authorized  to  re- 
ceive it.  I  sliouid  have  applied  to  you,  gentlemen,  in 
person,  but  as  you  were  not  sitting  to-day,  and  I  being 
•obliged  to  go  out  of  town,  desire  you  will  transact  the  whole 
matter  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Clarke,  whose  receipt  for  the 
•cotton,  or  any  other  matters  to  us  belonging,  shall  be  as 
effectual  as  il  signed  by  us.  I  am  further  to  inform  you  tiiat 
Richard  Alsop,  Esq.,  late  of  said  Middletoum,  was  concern- 


ed in  some  part  of  the  cargo  of  said  brigantine,  and  that  I 
am  empowered  by  his  administratrix,  Mi-s.  Mary  Akop,  to 
transact  for  her,  as  well  as  for  Matthew  Talbott,  Esq.  As 
by  said  power  determined,  Mr.  Clarke  will  appear. 

I  am,  genderacn,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Jkkkmiah  Wads  worth. 
To  John  Broion,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  in 

Boston. 


MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL. 
At  a  Great  and  General  Court,  or  Assembly,  of  the  Co- 
lony of  Massachusetts-Bay,  begun  and  held  at  IVatertown, 
on  Wednesday,  the  26di  day  ol'  July,  1775,  and  continued 
by  a  prorogation  and  adjournment  to  Wednesday,  the  Kith 
oi  March,  1776. 

Wcdnesilay,  March  13,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  Thomas  Cushing,  John  Whetcomb' 
Jedediah  Foster,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Far- 
ley, Joseph  Palmer,  Jabez  Fisher,  Mosis  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Benjamin 
White,  Kscjuircs, 

A  Letter  from  Steplien  Moylan,  Esq.,  relative  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Vessel  Friendship,  Captain  Holmes.  Read,  and 
committed  to  Thomas  Cushing  and  Jedediah  Foster,  Es- 
quires, with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall  join. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  concurred, 
and  Mr.  Ellis,  Mr.  Wheeler,  and  Colonel  Orne,  are  joined. 

Mr.  Sullivan  came  up  with  a  message  from  the  House  to 
inform  the  Board  that  the  House  had  now  a  quorum  of 
Members  present,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  .... 

be  a  Committee,  with  such  as  the  honourable 

Board  shall  join,  to  examine  the  Accounts  of  the  several 
Commissaries  appointed  to  supply  the  Sea-Coast  Forces. 

Li  Council :  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Charles  Chauncy, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  March  14,  1776. 
Present  in  Council:  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  Tho- 
mas Cushing,  Jolm   Winthrop,  John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster, 
James  Prcscott,  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Jabez  Fisher,  John 
Taylor,  Muses  Gill,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  the  Letter  fi-om  Mr.  Ger- 
ry, with  another  Letter  said  to  come  from  Philadelphia, 
reported,  as  their  opinion,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  transmit  the  Memorandum  and  Day-Books,  with  files  of 
Letters  mentioned  in  Mr.  Gerry's  Letter,  to  our  Delegates 
in  Congress ;  and  also  to  obtain  an  account  of  all  the  Pow- 
der lent  by  this  Colony  to  the  Continental  Army;  and 
report  the  same  to  this  House. 

Read,  and  accepted,  and  Deacon  Cheever,  Mr.  Par- 
tridge, and  Mr.  Ellis,  are  appointed  a  Committee  for  the 
purpose  therein  expressed. 

In  Council :  Read,  and  concurred ;  consented  to  by  fif- 
teen of  the  Council. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  Mr. 
Sullivan  and  Colonel  Orne,  with  such  as  the  honourable 
Board  may  join,  be  a  Committee  to  revise  the  Act  for  en- 
couraging the  fixing  out  of  Armed  Vessels,  he,  and  report 
what  is  proper  to  be  done. 

In  Couiwil:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Thomas  Cushing, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made 
choice  of  the  following  Field-Olficers,  viz: 

John  Goodwin,  Second  lieutenant  of  a  Company  raised 
in  the  County  of  York,  and  stationed  at  Falmouth,  under 
the  command  of  Tobias  Lord,  in  the  room  of  Lieutenant 
Webber,  who  declines. 

William  Lithgow,  Captain  of  the  Company  raised  in  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  and  stationed  at  said  Falmouth,  in  the 
room  of  Benjamin  Patten,  who  declines. 

Robert  Edgcomb  Nason,  Second  Lieutenant  of  Captain 
Benjamin  Hooper's  Company,  stationed  at  Falmouth,  in 
tlie  room  of  Lieutenant  Chadbourne,  who  declines. 

George  White,  First  Lieutenant  of  the  same  Company, 
b  the  room  of  the  said  William  Lithgow. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  the 
Account  of  James  Sullivaii,  Commissary,  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Accounts  of  the 
Commissaries  of  the  Sea-Coast  Forces. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  March  15,  1776. 
Present  in  Council:  Honourable  Walter  Spooner,  John  Winlhrop, 
'i'homas  Cushing,  John  Whclcomb,  Jedediali  Foster,  James  Prescott, 
Eldad  Taylor,  Charles  Chauncy.  Michael  Farley,  Joseph  I'almer, 
Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Benjamin 
White,  Esquires. 

Ordered,  That  the  Cnmmittee  on  Muster-Roils,  in  making 
up  the  same,  be  directed  to  consider  the  pay  of  a  Second 
Major  at  seven  Pounds  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Joseph  Miscer,  in  full  for  the  loss  of  his 
Gun  at  the  batde  of  Bunker's  Hill,  the  sum  of  one  Pound 
sixteen  Shillings. 

Whereas  Committees  were  appointed  by  this  Court,  in 
several  Counties  in  this  Colony,  to  procure  subscribers,  who 
should  certify  under  their  hands  what  sum  of  hard  money 
each  subscriber  would  exchange  for  Continental  Bills,  but 
no  Bills  have  been  granted  for  that  purpose: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  each  person  belonging  to 
either  of  the  Committees  aforesaid,  such  sum  or  sums  as 
shall  appear  to  the  honourable  Council  that  tliey  severally 
may  be  able  to  exchange  for  hard  money  ;  and  that  the  said 
Committee  pay  the  said  hard  money  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony,  for  the  use  of  the  Canadian  expedition,  and  take 
his  receipt  for  the  same ;  they  severally  to  be  accountable 
to  this  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Rolls  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  directed  to  make  up  the  Muster-Roll  of  Cajitain 
James  Perry's  Company,  in  Colonel  Paul  Dudley  Sar- 
geiit's  Regiment,  to  the  12th  of  August,  for  tiie  Non-Com- 
missioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  borne  on  said  Roll ;  they 
having  received  no  pay  from  the  Continent  before  that  date, 
as  appears  by  a  Certificate  on  said  Roll  from  the  Colonel. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  March  16,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,.  John 
Winthrop, Tliomai  Cushing,  John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  James 
Prescott,  Eliiad  'I'aylor,  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph 
Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Ben- 
jamin White,  Esquires. 

In  Council:  Resolved,  That  John  Winthrop  and  Thomas 
Cushing,  Esquires,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall 
join,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates 
of  this  Colony  now  at  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  repre- 
senting that  as  the  British  Troo))s,  now  at.  Boston,  are  about 
removing  from  thence,  in  consequence  of  which  a  conside- 
rable part  of  the  Continental  Army  may  be  removed  from 
this  Colony  to  the  southward,  by  which  means  this  Colony 
will  be  left  in  almost  a  defenceless  state  ;  and  to  desire  diem 
to  use  their  influence  with  the  Congress,  in  case  any  motion 
should  be  made  for  the  removal  of  the  Army,  that  they 
would  leave  a  sufiicient  number  of  forces  widiin  the  Colony 
for  its  defence. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  concurred, 
and  Mr.  Cooper,  Colonel  Orne,  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  are 
joined. 

Petition  of  James  Holmes,  setting  forth :  That  in  the 
transport-ship  called  the  Friendship,  lately  cast  ashore  on 
Cape  Cod,  whereof  he  was  master,  he  had  a  considerable 
sum  of  money,  (his  own  private  cash,)  to  the  amount  of 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  the  whole  of  which. 
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together  with  a  gold  watch  and  his  wearing  apparel,  were 
taken  from  him  by  the  captors  of  the  ship ;  part  of  tiie 
money  has  since  lieen  expended  in  bringing  tiie  crew  of 
said  ship  to  Head-Quarters,  so  diat  only  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  now  remain  in  the  captors'  hands ;  Ijy 
which  means  your  Petitioner  is  reduced  to  the  most  neces- 
sitous circumstances,  destitute  of  a  single  fardiing  to  subsist 
on,  in  a  country  where  he  has  neither  friends  nor  connexions, 
and  where  he  has  no  other  dependance  but  on  the  charac- 
teristick  benevolence  and  hospitality  of  the  Amcricam.  He 
recognises  with  gratitude  your  Honours'  rcconniiendation  to 
the  captoi-s  to  return  his  wearing  apparel,  and  he  humbly 
begs  that  you  will  add  to  that  recommendation  a  return  of 
his  private  moneys,  in  order  that  he  may  be  able  to  support 
himself  in  some  degree  of  reputation,  till  he  shall  have  an 
opportunity  to  return  home. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Selecthien  of 
the  Town  of  Truro,  that  they  return  to  Captain  James 
Holmes  seventy-five  Dollars,  part  of  the  cash  lie  claims 
as  his  private  property  on  board  the  Friendskip,  lately  run 
ashore  in  said  town,  for  said  Captain  Holmes's  necessary 
support,  till  trial  of  said  vessel  can  be  had,  or  further  order 
of  this  Court. 

Whereas  the  Courts  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the  County  of 
Worcester,  according  to  the  time  appointed  by  law,  should 
be  liolden  at  Worcester,  in  said  County,  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  March  Instant :  And  whereas  the  Courts  of  General  Ses- 
sions for  the  Peace,  for  the  last  December  term  for  said  Coun- 
ty, is  adjourned  to  Monday,  the  25th  instant,  March :  And 
whereas  no  business  of  great  importance  can  be  transacted 
at  said  Courts,  and  sundry  of  the  Justices  and  officers  of 
said  Courts  are  members  of  this  Court,  which  is  likely  to 
continue  sitting  beyond  the  time  appointed  for  holding  said 
Courts  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  matters  of  great  importance 
may  require  the  attendance  of  all  the  members  of  this  Court 
at  that  time : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  said  Courts  be,  and  hereby 
are,  adjourned  unto  the  second  Tuesday  in  June  next,  being 
the  time  at  which  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  said  County, 
are  by  law  appointed  to  be  holden  at  Worcester  aforesaid ; 
and  that  all  pleas,  processes,  writs,  actions,  and  suits,  issued 
or  to  be  issued,  complaints,  precepts,  recognisances,  and  all 
other  matters  and  things  returnable,  and  having,  and  that 
should  have  had  day  in  said  Courts,  if  the  same  had  been 
holden  the  said  last  Tuesday  in  March,  or  at  the  adjourn- 
ment of  December  Court,  shall  be  returnable  and  have  day 
in  said  Courts,  on  the  said  second  Tuesday  in  June  next, 
and  shall  abide  and  continue  unto  that  lime,  and  shall  then 
be  proceeded,  tried,  heard,  and  determined,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  as  effectually  as  if  said  Courts  should  have 
been  held  on  the  said  last  Tuesday  of  March,  or  at  the 
time  to  which  the  Court  held  in  December  last  was  ad- 
journed. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Gro- 
ton,  the  sum  of  twenty-six  Pounds  five  Shillings  and  seven 
Pence,  in  full  of  their  account  of  Provisions  supplied  the 
Colony. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury, to  Thomas  Windship,  the  sum  of  one  Pound  four 
Shillings,  in  full  for  a  Gun  lost  in  the  batde  of  Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Lieutenant  Nathan  Wheeler,  die 
sum  of  seven  Pounds  seventeen  Siiillings  and  six  Pence,  in 
full  for  his  services  as  a  subaltern  ofiicer  in  Colonel  Doolit- 
tles  Regiment,  from  the  23d  of  April  last  to  the  1st  day 
of  July,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  William  Dodge  and  others,  the  sum 
of  fifty-seven  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  in  full 
for  Provisions  supplied  by  them  to  the  Eastward  selde- 
ments. 

The  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil, went  down  with  the  following  Message  to  the  House, 
viz: 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  As  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre  in  this  Colony  is,  by 
your  encouragement,  arrived  to  a  good  degree  of  perfection, 


and  it  is  probable  that  what  has  and  may  hereafter  be  done 
to  encourage  the  same  will  soon  produce  a  sufficiency  for 
our  own  use,  yet  there  is  another  article  no  less  necessary 
for  the  making  of  gunpowder,  viz :  sulphur,  in  the  manufac- 
turing whereof  very  little  or  no  progress  has  yet  been  made. 
It  is  very  certain  that  there  are  in  this  Colony  good  minerals 
for  that  purpose.  The  neglect  of  the  people  to  enter  into 
that  branch  of  business  must  be  owing  to  the  short  time  in 
which  a  premium  is  promised  to  them  for  the  manufacturing 
of  it,  or  to  some  other  cause  yet  unknown. 

"  The  importance  of  this  matter  ought  to  engage  the  most 
serious  attention  of  this  Colony.  AVe  therefore  most  ear- 
nestly recommend  the  same  to  your  further  consideration  ; 
and  that  you  will  take  such  measures  as  to  you  shall  appear 
proper  for  the  obtaining  that  necessary  article." 

Signed  by  fifteen  of  the  Council. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Catharine  Alexander,  the  sum  of  five 
Pounds  lwelv<!  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  in  full  discharge  of 
her  account  of  losses  her  late  Husband  sustained  at  the 
batUe  of  BunJcer's  Hill,  on  the  17th  oi  June  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  John  Cummings,  the  sum  of  three 
Pounds  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  in  full  discharge  of 
his  account  for  the  losses  he  sustained  at  the  battle  of 
Charlestoivn,  on  the  17th  oi  June  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Amos  Dole,  the  sum  of  six  Pounds 
twelve  Shillings,  in  full  discharge  of  the  account  of  the  losses 
he  sustained  at  the  battle  of  Charlestoum,  on  the  17th  of 
June  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  the  Heirs  of  Joseph  Hibbart,  deceas- 
ed, the  sum  of  one  Pound  four  Shillings,  in  full  for  the 
loss  of  a  Gun  at  the  battle  of  Charhstown,  on  the  17th  of 
June  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Richard  Sawtell,  Jonas  Nagus, 
and  Jonas  Wright,  the  sum  of  six  Pounds  twelve  Shillings, 
in  full  discharge  of  their  accounts  for  losses  sustained  at  the 
battle  of  Charlestoum,  on  the  17th  oi  June  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Eliphelet  Hastings,  the  sum  of 
nineteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  and  to  the  Selectmen  of 
Waltham,  the  sum  of  seventeen  Shillings,  in  full  of  their 
accounts  for  losses  sustained  at  the  battle  of  Charlestoimi. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  the  Heirs  of  Amos  Wheeler  deceas- 
ed, the  sum  of  three  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence, 
in  full  for  the  losses  he  sustained  at  the  battle  of  Charles- 
town,  on  the  17th  of  June  last. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  for  this  Colony 
be  directed  to  procure  and  deliver  to  Captain  Jeremiah 
Obrien,  two  hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of 
the  Sloop  Machias  Liberty  and  the  Schooner  Diligent,  he 
being  accountable  to  this  Colony  for  the  same. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  March  18,  1776. 

Present  in  Council  :  Honoiirnble  Walter  Spooner,  William  Sever, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Michael  Farley,  John  Winthrop,  John  Whctcomb, 
Jedetliah  Foster,  James  Prcscott,  Eldad  Taylor,  Charles  Chauncy, 
Samuel  llolien,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Benjamin 
White,  Esquires. 

In  the  Home  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  the  following  Officers,  viz : 

Solomon  Gorham,  First  Lieutenant  of  the  Company  sta- 
tioned at  Gloucester,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Daniel 
Warner,  in  the  room  of  John  Loie,  who  declines  serving. 

Andrew  Woodhury,  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  same  Com- 
pany. 

John  Chandler,  First  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  in  said 
Gloucester,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Bradbury  Saun- 
ders, in  the  room  of  Isaac  Somes,  who  declines  serving. 

William  Khuman,  Second  Lieutenant  of  said  Company, 
in  the  room  of  said  Chandler. 

Ebenezcr  Low,  First  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Giddins's 
Company,  in  said  Gloucester,  in  the  room  of  Jabez  Lane, 
who  has  joined  the  Continental  Army. 

Jeremiah  Foster,  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Company 
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last  mentioned,  in  the  room  o{  Moses  Allcinson,  vjho  h:is 
likewise  joined  the  Continental  Army. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Whereas  by  a  former  Resolve  of  this  Court,  relative  to 
tlie  rank  of  Ofliccrs  on  the  station  at  Gloucester,  some  diffi- 
culty has  arisen, 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  Officers  in  that  depart- 
ment be  ranked  in  the  following  manner,  viz :  Daniel  IVar- 
ner,  Firet  Captain  ;  Bradbury  Saunders,  Second  Captain  ; 
William  Pcaison,  Third  Captain  ;  and  Daniel  Giddins  a 
Fourth  Captain. 

A  Bill  for  repealing  an  Act  passed  by  the  Great  and 
General  Court  at  their  session  in  February  last,  entitled  "An 
Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  of  Armed  Vessels  to  de- 
fend the  Sea-Coast  of  America,  and  for  erecting  a  Court  to 
Uy  and  condemn  all  Vessels  that  shall  be  found  infesting  the 
same,"  having  passed  tlie  House  of  Representatives  to  be 
engrossed : 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Sullivan  came  up  with  a  message  from  the  House, 
to  inform  the  Board  that  Mr.  Cooper,  the  Speaker  pro  (em., 
being  absent,  they  had  appointed  Mr.  Freeman,  the  Clerk, 
to  act  in  that  capacity. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  Selectmen  and  Committee 
of  Correspondence  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  as  have  con- 
tinued there  till  this  time,  do  lay  before  this  Court,  as  soon 
as  may  be,  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  such  persons  in  the 
said  town  as  have  countenanced,  aided,  or  in  any  way 
assisted  our  enemies,  or  have  appeared  to  act  an  unfriendly 
part  to  the  liberties  of  America,  while  the  said  town  was 
in  possession  of  the  British  Troops,  that  such  measures  may 
be  taken  with  regard  to  those  pereons  as  may  be  judged 
necessary  for  the  security  of  the  Town  and  Colony;  and  the 
Secretary  is  directed  forthwith  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
Resolve  to  John  Scollay,  Esq.,  to  be  communicated. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  John 
Winthrop,  John  Whetconib,  Jejediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad 
Taylor,  Charles  Chauncy,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph 
Palmer,  Samuel  Ilolten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Ben- 
jamin White,  Esquires. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rawson  be  of  the  Committee  to 
consider  the  Accounts  of  the  Commissaries  for  the  Sea- 
Coast  Forces,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Ellis,  absent. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives:  Ordered,  That  the 
Petition  of  Rufus  Putnam,  (respecting  Captain  Peter  In- 
gersolTs  carrying  off  the  Muster-Roil  of  one  of  the  Com- 

Kanies,  with  a  warrant  on  it,   in   Colonel  David  Brewer^s 
legiment,)  be  committed  to  Major  Goodwin  and  Colonel 
Sartel,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  may  join. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Eldad  Taylor, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Elisha  Dickerson,  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  Pounds,  for  the  use  of  Colonel  Porter's  Regiment, 
now  on  their  march  to  Canada. 

Whereas  Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  settle  the  Accounts  remaining  unsettled  on  the 
books  of  the  Committee  of  Supplies,  and  to  collect  balances 
due  to  the  Colony  on  the  said  Accounts  ;  and,  also,  to  take 
care  of  several  cargoes  of  Vessels  belonging  to  the  Colony, 
has  now  in  his  hands  three  hundred  Pounds,  in  silver  money, 
which  is  the  property  of  the  Colony,  and  which  he  received 
of  Captain  Shaw,  master  of  the  Schooner  Macaroni,  and 
llie  said  Gill  being  desirous  of  being  discharged  thereof, 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Moses  Gill,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  pay  the  said  sum  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony  ;  and  the  said  Treasurer's  Receipt 
shall  be  a  discharge  for  the  same. 

An  engrossed  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  repealing  an  Act 
made  and  passed  by  the  Great  and  General  Court  at  their 
session  in  February  last,  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  of 
Armed  Vessels  to  defend  the  Sea-Coast  of  America,  and  for 
erecting  a  Court  to  try  and  condemn  all  Vessels  that  shall 
be  found  infesting  the  same,"  having  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  be  enacted  : 


In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :   Ordered,  That  .  .  . 

be  a  Committee,  with  such  as  the  honourable 

Board  may  join,  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Province,  and 
report  what  is  proper  to  be  done  for  the  immediate  defence 
and  government  thereof 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Jl^Uiam  Sever, 
Walter  Spooner,  John  Winthrop,  and  Jedediah  Foster, 
Esquires,  are  joined. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Tlie  House  made  choice 
of  Thomas  Burnham  as  Adjutant  of  the  Essex  Regiment,  to 
reinforce  the  American  Army,  till  the  1st  of  April  next,  in 
the  room  of  John  Peabody,  who  declines. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :   Ordered,  That  .  .  . 

be  a  Committee,  with  such   as  the  honourable 

Board  may  join,  on  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Eaton  and 
others,  representing  the  state  of  several  Towns  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Lincoln. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln, Esq.,  is  joined. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  March  20,^  1776. 
Present  in  Council:  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  John 
Winthrop.  John  Whetconib,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  KlJad 
Taylor,  IJenjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph 
Paliucr,  Samuel  Holien,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Ben- 
jamin White,  Esquires. 

Whereas  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Justice  for  the  Coun- 
ties of  Suffolk,  Eisex,  and  Middlesex,  appointed  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  of  the  General  Court  at  their  session  in 
November  last,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing 
out  of  Armed  Vessels  to  defend  the  Sea-Coast  of  America, 
and  for  erecting  a  Court  to  try  and  condemn  all  Vessels  that 
shall  be  found  infesting  the  same,"  has  appointed  certain 
days  for  holding  his  Couit  for  that  purpose,  at  Ipswich,  viz : 
the  18th,  19th,  20th,  21st,  28th,  and  29th  days  of  March 
instant ;  and  it  being  inexpedient  that  these  Courts  should 
be  held  until  some  further  regulation  shall  be  made  relative 
to  the  proceedings  therein : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Court  aforesaid,  appoint- 
ed to  be  held  on  the  days  aforesaid,  which  are  not  already 
elapsed,  be  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  April 
next,  to  be  held  at  Ipswich,  in  the  County  of  Essex;  and 
all  processes,  pleas,  and  every  matter  and  thing  whatso- 
ever which  might  or  could  have  been  heard,  considered, 
and  determined  by  the  said  Judge,  in  virtue  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  those  days  for  that  purpose,  shall  and  may  be  de- 
termined by  him  on  the  said  1st  day  of  April  next,  and 
they  are  hereby  continued  accordingly  ;  and  all  jurors  and 
witnesses  who  have  been  summoned  to  attend  in  pursuance 
of  the  appointment  aforesaid,  shall  be  hereby  holden,  and 
are  accordingly  directed,  to  attend  said  Court,  on  the  said 
1st  day  of  April  next,  and  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penal- 
ties for  non-attendance  as  if  the  said  Court  had  been  held  on 
the  days  appointed  for  holding  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Joseph  Bacon,  the  simi  of  seventy- 
two  Pounds,  in  full  for  his  services  as  a  Post-Rider  from 
Woodstock  to  Cambridge,  from  the  25th  of  April  last  to 
this  time. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  Ebenezcr  Morton  as  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  Company 
stationed  at  Falmouth,  under  the  command  of  Briant  Mor- 
ton, in  the  room  of  Levi  Loring,  who  declines. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  take  into 
custody  all  and  singular  the  Stores  of  every  kind  purchased 
by  this  Colony  for  tlie  use  of  the  same,  and  not  particularly 
appropriated ;  and  the  Committees,  or  other  persons  who 
may  have  any  of  the  Stores  aforesaid  in  their  possession, 
are  hereby  directed  to  deliver  the  same  accordingly. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That,  Colonel 
Orne  and  Captain  Partridge,  with  such  as  the  honourable 
Board  may  join,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  and  confer  with  him  at  large  on  the 
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subject  of  the  removal  of  any  or  all  of  the  Continental  Forces 
now  in  this  Colony. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Thomas  Cashing, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :   Ordered,  That  .  .  . 

be  a  Committee,  with  such  as  the  honourable 

Board  may  join,  to  consider  wiiat  is  proper  to  be  done  with 
respect  to  appointing  some  person  to  preach  a  Sermon  on 
the  ensuing  general  election. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  John  JVinthrop, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Muster-Rolls  of  the 
Army  make  up  the  Roll  of  Captain  James  Keith,  in  Colo- 
nel Sargent's  Regiment,  to  the  15th  o{  Aiigtt^t  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  Richard  Dcvens,  Esq.,  and 
others,  a  Committee  of  this  Court  to  procure  Fire-Wood 
for  the  Continental  Army,  the  further  sum  of  one  thousand 
Pbunds,  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  said  Fire-Wood,  as  they 
have  already  or  may  hereafter  agree  for,  to  supply  the 
Army  aforesaid,'  they  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for 
the  same. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  mornmg. 

Thursday,  March  21,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  John 
Winthrop,  Thomas  (Jushing.  Jedeiliali  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldud 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Samuel 
Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  'i'aylor,  Benjamin  Vi'hite,  Es- 
quires. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :   Ordered,  That  .  .  . 

be  a  Committee,  with  such  as  the  honourable 

Board  may  join,  to  prepare  an  Address  to  his  Excellency 
General  Washington,  before  he  shall  set  out  for  the  South- 
em  Colonies. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  William  Sever, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Deacon  Stickney,  for  the  use  of  John 
Nichols,  the  sum  of  eight  Pounds,  in  full  of  his  losses  at  the 
battle  of  Lexington. 

Li  the  Home  of  Representatives :  Resolved,  That  Major 
Uawley,  Mr.  dishing,  and  Mr.  Story,  together  with  such  as 
the  honourable  Board  may  join,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into 
immediate  consideration  the  best  measures  proper  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  the  Small-Pox. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Walter  Spooner 
and  Samuel  Holten,  Esquires,  are  joined. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Petition  of  Rufus  Putnam,,  showing  that  Captain  Peter 
Ingersoll,  in  Colonel  David  Brewer's  Regiment,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  said  Peter  Ingersoll  and  Ensign  Thomas 
Bumham,  had  made  up  a  Muster-Roll  of  his  Company,  and 
presented  it  to  the  Committee  of  Muster-Roils  to  be  exa- 
mined and  to  have  a  warrant  for  payment ;  and  as  there  is 
no  roll  or  warrant  found  with  the  Colony  Treasurer  to  pay 
the  soldiers,  by  which  they  are  kept  out  of  their  just  dues, 
having  attended  that  service,  beg  leave  to  report:  That 
they  found  there  was  a  Muster-Roll  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Rolls,  and  by  their  minutes,  and  by  a  duplicate 
in  the  Secretary's  Office,  that  a  Muster-Roll  of  Captain 
Peter  Ingersoll  was  passed  in  Council,  and  a  warrant  to 
the  Treasurer  was  ordered  for  payment  of  the  same,  on 
the  9th  of  February  last;  also  inquired  of  the  Treasurer  if 
there  was  any  such  roll  lodged  with  hiin,  but  found  none; 
and  the  Treasurer  informed  the  Committee  that  he  hath  not 
seen  such  roll ;  wherefore  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  said  Peter  Ingersoll  and  Ensign  Thomas  Bumham  be 
directed  forthwith  to  attend  this  Court  for  examination  touch- 
ing the  matter.  „  ^ 

HiLDAD   i  AYLOR,  per  Order. 

In  the  Hoxise  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  accepted. 
In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  mornino-. 

Friday,  March  22,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  John 
Winthrop,  Thomis  Cushing,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Samuel 
Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Benjamni  White, 
Esquires. 


Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Boston 
be  directed  to  use  the  utmost  vigilance  and  industry  to  find 
out  every  pereon  in  that  town  who  is  actually  infected  with 
the  small-pox,  and  cause  them  to  be  collected  in  some  seve- 
ral house  or  houses,  in  the  most  westerly  part  of  the  town, 
and  with  the  greatest  diligence  and  care  effectually  to  cleanse 
all  infected  places  other  than  those  to  which  the  infected 
pei-sons  shall  be  removed  ;  and  that  in  case  it  should  so  hap- 
pen that  the  said  distemper  should  break  out  anew,  that  the 
infected  pei-son  or  persons  be  removed  immediately  to  the 
place  assigned  for  those  who  are  now  infected  ;  and  that  the 
said  Selectmen  be  also  din^cted,  from  tiine  to  time,  very  parti- 
cidarly  to  advertise  the  publick  of  the  state  of  the  small-pox 
during  its  continuance  there ;  and  that  Mr.  Pitts,  a  member 
of  this  Court,  and  one  of  the  Selectmen  of  Boston,  be  di- 
rected to  take  a  copy  of  this  Resolve,  attested  by  the  Secre- 
tary, and  communicate  the  same  to  his  brethren,  the  said 
Selectmen,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  confer  with 
his  Excellency  General  Washington  at  large  on  the  subject 
of  the  removal  of  any  or  all  of  the  Continental  Troops  now 
in  this  Colony,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  your  Committee  waited  upon  General  Washington ; 
and  upon  conferring  with  him  on  the  subject  above-men- 
tioned, they  were  informed  by  his  Excellency  that,  as  the 
Biitish  Troops  were  about  leaving  the  harbour  of  Boston, 
he  had  thought  it  necessary  to  order  five  regiments  to  the 
southward,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  British  Army  and  Navy 
were  sailed,  and  had  absolutely  taken  their  departure,  lie 
should  order  away  the  rest  of  the  Continental  Troops,  ex- 
cepting three  or  four  regiments,  which,  together  with  the 
Militia  inlisted  to  tarry  till  the  beginning  of  April,  he  should 
leave  to  take  care  of  the  lines,  the  military  stores,  and  to  assist 
in  fortifying  the  Harbour  and  Town  of  Boston ;  that  he  had 
already  ordered  some  Works  to  be  thrown  up  on  Fort-Hill, 
and  he  supposed  the  Government  would  take  some  efTectual 
measures  to  fortify  Castle-Island,  and  such  other  places  as 
would  be  necessary  to  secure  the  town  and  harbour. 

Your  Committee  mentioned  to  the  General  that  the  seve- 
ral towns  through  this  Government  had  delivered  out  their 
stocks  of  powder  in  order  to  supply  the  Continental  Army, 
and  desired  to  know  whether  his  Excellency  was  now  able 
to  refund  the  Colony  the  quantity  of  powder  they  advanced 
for  the  Continent.  The  General  answered,  that  he  did  not 
know  what  quantity  the  Army  had  been  supplied  with,  and 
should  be  glad  the  Court  would  furnish  him  with  an  account 
of  the  same,  in  order  that  he  might  resolve  them  upon  this 
head. 

Your  Committee  further  inquired  of  the  General,  whether 
he  should  be  willing  to  spare  to  this  Colony  a  regiment  or 
two,  that  consisted  of  seamen,  provided  the  Colony  would 
supply  him  with  an  equal  number  of  other  men  in  their  room. 
He  replied  he  should  be  ready  to  make  the  exchange  as  soon 
as  the  men  were  produced. 

Thomas  Gushing,  per  order. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  both  Houses  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  a  Letter  from  His  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  the 
Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  this  day,  be  committed 

to ,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  may 

join,  to  consider  the  same  and  report. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  William  Sever, 
John  Winthrop,  Thomas  Cushing,  and  Benjamin  Lincoln, 
Esquires,  are  joined. 

Whereas  some  of  the  Soldiers  who  have  been  engaged  in 
the  service  of  this  Colony  the  year  past  are  deceased,  and 
the  Estates  left  by  the  said  deceased  are  not  sufficient  to 
influence  any  person  to  administer  thereon : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  and  empowered  to  pay  unto  the  Heirs 
next  akin  to  the  above-mentioned  Soldiers,  the  respective 
sums  that  may  be  due  to  them  on  the  Muster-Roils,  on  the 
said  Heii-s  producing  a  certificate  from  the  Selectmen  of  the 
town  where  the  said  deceased  Soldiers  had  their  abode,  that 
they  are  the  Heii-s  next  akin  to  the  said  deceased,  and  that 
there  is  not  estate  enough  to  influence  the  Heirs  to  take  ad- 
ministration. 
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And  it  is  further  liesolvcd,  That  the  Receiver-General 
aforesaid  is  hereby  directed  to  pay  unto  the  Soldiers  engaged 
in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  the  several  sums  that  have  been 
stopped  .out  of  their  wages  for  Fire-Anns,  on  their  produ- 
cing certificates  from  the  pereons  from  whom  they  received 
the  said  Fire-Arms,  that  they  iiave  returned  the  same,  and 
that  they  have  satisfied  the  owners  of  such  Arms  for  the  use 
tJiereof. 

Jn  the  House  of  Representatwes :   Ordered,  That  .  .  . 
.......  be  a  Committee,  with  such  as  the  honourable 

"Board  may  join,  to  procure  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental 
and  Provincial  Congresses  printed. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  ^cn;'om/«  ff^j'Ce, 
H^rjuire,  is  joined. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasuiy 
of  this  Colony,  to  James  Prescott,  Escjuire,  the  sum  of  four 
Pounds  eighteen  Shillings  and  ei"ht  Pence,  in  full  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  his  son  Benjamin  being  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  James  Prescott,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  five 
Pounds,  for  the  use  of  David  Kemp,  in  full  of  his  losses  in 
the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Elisha  Frizell,  the  sum  of  three  Pounds, 
in  full  for  a  Gun  and  Bayonet  broken  iu  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  March  23,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  William  Sever,  Waiter  Spooner,  John 
Winlhrop,  Thomas  Gushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  Jedediah  Foster,  James 
Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor,  Charles  Chauncy,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Michael 
Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  J^bez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John 
Taylor,  and  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  the  20th  in- 
stant, to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  respect  to 
appointing  some  person  to  preach  a  sermon  on  the  ensuing 
general  election,  have  attended  that  service,  and  beg  leave 
to  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  ancient  method  of  ap- 
pointing a  Preacher  on  the  day  of  election,  which  was  by 
the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  alternately,  be 
still  continued ;  and  that  as  the  House  of  Representatives 
made  choice  of  the  Preacher  in  the  year  1774,  and  no  choice 
hath  been  made  since  that  time,  either  by  the  Council  or 
House  of  Representatives,  the  choice  for  the  present  year 
lies  with  the  Council.  John  Winthrop,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted,  and  thereu|x)n  Resolved,  That  the 
choice  of  a  person  to  preach  the  Election  Sermon  for  the 
present  year  lies  with  the  Council. 

Petition  of  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
of  the  Peace,  and  the  Justices  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  County  of  Bristol,  setting  forth  :  That  the  said 
Justices,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March  current,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  law  of  this  Colony,  repaired  to  Taunton,  in  the  said 
County  of  Bristol,  in  order  to  open  the  aforesaid  Court  of 
General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  enter  upon,  do,  and  complete  the  business  assigned  them 
to  do  at  said  Courts :  that  upon  the  approach  of  the  said 
Justices,  with  the  other  officers  of  said  Courts  toward  the 
door  of  the  Court-House  there,  a  number  of  persons,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  at  least,  (many  of  whom  were  armed  with 
clubs  and  guns,  most  of  whom  are  known  to  said  Justices,) 
assembled  in  a  riotous  manner,  and  violently  opposed  and 
prevented  the  entrance  of  said  Justices  into  said  Court- 
House,  and  with  force  and  arms  assaulted  and  beat  the  said 
Justices,  Sheriffi,  &ic.,  and  using  opprobrious,  profane,  insult- 
ing, and  menacing  language  to  the  said  Justices,  outrageously 
drove  them  and  the  other  officers  of  said  Courts  from  said 
Court-House  ;  whereupon  the  said  Justices  were  obliged  to 
repair  to  a  house  other  than  that  provided  by  said  County, 
to  carry  on  and  open  the  business  of  said  Courts,  to  the  great 
inconvenience  of  all  concerned,  not  being  able  by  their  au- 
thority to  raise  sufficient  force  to  imprison,  repel,  or  disperse 
said  rioters.  Wherefore  the  said  Justices  entreat  your  Ho- 
nours to  devise  some  means  for  the  effectual  prevention  of 
such  unjustifiable  proceedings  for  the  future,  that  the  Justices 
of  the  several  Courts  in  this  Colony  may  proceed  without 
fear  or  dismay  to  administer  impartial  justice  through  the 
land.    ■ 


Read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  state  of 
the  Province. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  the  Heirs  of  the  several  Soldiers 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  the  sum  of  forty-two 
Pounds  sixteen  Shillings,  in  full  of  said  losses  in  the  battle. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Captain  Reuben  Dow,  the  sum  of 
four  Pounds  seventeen  Siiillings,  in  full  for  the  losses  he 
sustained  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  a  number  of  Soldiers  in  Captain 
Reuben  Dow's  Company,  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  Pounds 
one  Shilling  and  five  Pence,  in  full  for  the  losses  they  sus- 
tained in  the  batde  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

Whereas  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
and  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the  County  of 
Banistablc,  according  to  the  time  appointed  by  law,  should 
be  holden  in  Barnstable,  in  the  said  County,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  April  next :  And  whereas  sundry  of  the  Jus- 
tices and  officers  of  the  said  Courts  are  members  of  this 
Court,  which  is  like  to  continue  sitting  beyond  the  time 
appointed  for  holding  said  Courts ;  and  it  is  probable  that 
matters  of  great  imjwrtance  may  require  the  attendance  of 
all  the  men)bers  of  this  Court  at  that  time : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Courts  be,  and  hereby 
are,  adjourned  to  the  last  Tuesday  of  June  next,  being  tho 
time  at  which  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and 
Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  for  the  said  Coun- 
ty, are  by  law  appointed  to  be  holden  at  Barnstable  afore- 
said ;  and  that  all  pleas,  processes,  writs,  actions,  and  suits, 
issued,  or  to  be  issued,  complaints,  precepts,  recognisances, 
and  all  other  things  and  matters  returnable  and  having,  and 
that  should  have  had  day  in  the  said  Courts  if  the  same 
were  holden  the  said  first  Tuesday  of  April  next,  shall  be 
returnable  and  have  day  in  the  said  Courts  on  the  said  last 
Tuesday  o(  June  next,  and  shall  abide  and  continue  unto 
that  time,  and  shall  then  be  proceeded  on,  heard,  and  de- 
termined, to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  effectually  as  if  the 
said  Court  should  have  been  held  on  the  said  first  Tuesday 
oi  April  next. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  examine 
the  Commissary's  Accounts,  beg  leave  to  report :  That  they 
have  examined  the  Account  of  James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  and 
find  the  same  right  cast,  well  vouched,  and  conformable  to 
the  establishment  ordered  by  this  Court  for  the  sea-coast 
service ;  that  provision,  and  other  necessary  articles,  have 
been  purchased,  and  cash  advanced  for  sauce  money,  &.C., 
to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven  pounds 
seventeen  shillings  and  three  pence  two  farthings  ;  that  there 
remained  on  hand  the  1st  of  March,  seven  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  pounds  of  flour,  five  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  pounds  pork,  ten  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  pounds  of  beef,  (including  wastage)  and  sonje 
large  quantity  of  cord  wood ;  also,  that  a  balance  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-five  pounds  two  shillings  and  eight  pence 
two  farthings,  in  cash,  appears  to  be  due  to  this  Colony, 
which  sum,  together  with  the  articles  before  mentioned,  (on 
hand,)  the  said  James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  be  further  account- 
able to  this  Court  therefor. 

Charl.es  Chauncey,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted. 

The  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil, went  down  with  the  following  Message  to  the  House : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  The  Secretary  will  herewith  lay  before  you  two  letters 
from  the  Committee  of  JSewburyport,  one  dated  the  24th  of 
February  last,  and  the  other  the  1.3th  instant ;  wherein  yoa 
will  observe  that  the  order  of  the  Court  of  the  8th  February 
last,  relative  to  fixing  for  the  sea,  and  manning  with  fifty 
men  each,  the  Sloop  Machias  Liberty,  and  the  Schooner 
Diligent,  hath  not  been  fully  executed ;  that  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  said  Committee  to  do  it ;  and  that  if  said  vessels 
are  manned  it  must  be  from  the  eastern  part  of  this  Colony. 
Considering  the  danger  that  would  attend  the  suffering  said 
vessels  to  leave  the  harbour,  in  which  they  now  are,  with  so 
few  men  as  are  inlisted  to  serve  on  board,  (which  are  a 
number  little  more  than  sufficient  to  sail  them ;)  the  great 
delay  it  would  cause  to  attempt  the  recruiting  and  marching 
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men  the  distance  of  two  hundred  miles  at  this  season  of  the 
year;  that  tlie  present  appearances  of  our  affairs  are  materi- 
ally different  from  what  they  were  when  said  order  of  Court 
was  made,  and  diat  there  is  good  reason  to  helieve  that  one, 
if  not  both  of  the  vessels,  are  unfit,  in  tlieir  construction,  for 
what  they  are  designed  ;  the  Council  thought  it  their  duty 
to  lay  this  matter  before  you,  and  recommend  it  to  your 
immediate  consideration." 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  March  25,   1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  .Spooner,  John 
Wlietcomb,  Joseph  Gerrish,  Jeilediah  Foster,  Jurnes  PrescoU,  Eldad 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Ciiauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Jo- 
seph Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor, 
Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

In  Council:  Resolved,  That  Benjamin  Lincoln  and  Jo- 
seph Palmer,  Esquires,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House 
may  join,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  Ge- 
neral Washington,  and  request,  as  this  Colony  is  greatly 
weakened  by  the  destruction  of  its  fortifications  and  warlike 
stores  by  our  enemies,  and  will  be  more  so  on  the  removal 
of  the  Continental  Army,  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  men 
and  arms  therein  are  from  this  Government ;  that  he  would 
further  consider  the  exposed  state  of  this  Colony,  and  if  it 
is  consistent  with  the  general  interest,  he  would  continue 
here  sLx  Regiments  of  Continental  Troops,  and  two  Com- 
panies of  the  Train  of  Artillery,  for  the  defence  thereof, 
instead  of  three  or  four  Regiments  his  Excellency  informed 
this  Court  he  intended  to  leave. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  :  Read,  and  concurred, 
and  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Brown,  and  Mr.  Nichols,  are  joined. 

Whereas,  by  the  request  of  Doctor  John  Greenkaf,  he  is 
excused  from  being  of  the  Committee  to  receive  Saltpetre  : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Tufts,  of  Neic- 
buryport,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  appointed  to  receive  all  the 
good  and  merchantable  Saltpetre  made  within  this  Colony, 
which  may  be  brought  and  delivered  to  him  at  JSewburyport, 
before  the  1  st  day  of  June  next,  with  a  certificate  from  the 
Selectmen  of  the  town  wherein  it  was  made,  that  said  Salt- 
petre was  made  in  such  town,  within  this  Colony  ;  and  he 
IS  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  persons  so  delivering  the  same 
seven  Shillings  per  pound. 

And  that  the  said  Samuel  Tufts  may  be  enabled  to  com- 
ply with  the  above  direction, 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  he  be  furnished  from  the 
Treasury  of  this  Colony  with  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
Pounds,  he  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  same,  and 
to  deliver  the  Saltpetre  he  may  so  receive  to  the  order  of 
this  Court ;  and  the  Secretary  is  directed  to  send  to  the  said 
Samuel  Tufts  an  attested  copy  of  the  above. 

Whereas  the  Mandamus  Counsellors,  Commissionei-s  of 
the  Customs,  and  others,  the  open  and  avowed  enemies  to 
the  rights  of  their  country,  and  the  cause  of  liberty,  have 
been  compelled,  by  the  terror  of  the  American  arms,  and  an 
apprehension  of  the  resentment  of  a  justly  incensed  People, 
to  depart  the  Town  o{  Boston,  at  any  time  since  the  19th 
April,  1775,  and  before  the  20th  March  instant ;  abandon- 
ing not  only  their  Houses  and  Real  Estates,  but  also,  in  their 
hasty  and  precipitate  flight,  their  personal  and  other  move- 
able effects,  to  a  very  considerable  value : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Rawson, 
Mr.  Pitts,  and  Colonel  Sartel,  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to 
the  Town  of  Boston,  and  there  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken, 
just  and  true  accounts  of  said  Houses  and  Real  Estates,  per- 
sonal and  other  moveable  effects,  the  property  of  the  before- 
mentioned  Mandamus  Counsellors,  and  others ;  to  commit 
the  charge  and  care  of  said  estates  and  effects  to  such  suit- 
able persons  as  they  may  judge  proper ;  and  to  make  report 
of  their  proceedings  hereon  as  soon  as  may  be,  that  this 
Court  may  take  such  further  order  thereon  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary and  fitting. 

In  Council:  Read  and  concurred,  as  taken  into  a  new 
draft. 

Petition  of  Ahijah  Burhank,  of  Sutton,  setting  forth  that 
your  Petitioner  is  owner  of  the  stream,  land,  and  dam  in  said 
Town  of  Sutton,  which  was  lately  viewed  by  a  Committee 
of  the  honourable  House,  in  order  for  the  erecting  a  Pow- 
der-Mill ;  that,  in  consequence  of  a  late  resolve  of  the  Ge- 
neral Court  for  encouraging  the  building  two  Powder-Mills 
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within  this  Colony,  and  from  an  earnest  desire  of  supporting 
the  great  and  important  cause  of  America,  by  his  endeavours 
to  supply  the  publick  with  liiat  very  important  article  of 
gunpowder ;  your  Petitioner  is  induced  to  apply  to  your 
Honours,  and  humbly  prays  that  your  Honours  would  grant 
him  license,  agreeably  to  said  resolve,  to  erect  a  Powder- 
Mill  within  the  said  Town  of  Sutton,  in  such  place  as  the- 
major  part  of  the  Selectmen  of  said  town  shall  approve  of. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  thereof  be  granted,  and  that 
said  Abijah  Burbank  have  liberty  to  build  a  Powder-Mill 
on  the  stream  in  his  Petition  mentioned,  on  the  encourage- 
ments of  this  Court  for  erecting  two  other  Powder-Mills. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
(by  ballot)  of  the  following  gentlemen  for  Field-Officers  of 
the  sixth  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of  Worcester, 
viz :  John  Golden,  Colonel ;  Levi  Bridgham,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;  Job  Cushing,  Major ;  Moses  IMieelock,  Second 
Major. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

It  being  represented  that  there  are  many  valuable  articles 
on  Castle-Island,  the  property  of  this  Colony,  which  are 
now  exposed  to  embezzlement  and  waste : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  be  directed  im- 
mediately to  cause  all  such  articles  to  be  collected,  and  de- 
posited in  some  place  where  they  may  be  kept  safe,  for  the 
future  benefit  of  this  Colony. 

And  further  Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General, 
before  he  shall  proceed  in  this  matter,  be  directed  to  apply 
to  his  Excellency  General  Washington  for  his  advice  rela- 
tive thereto. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  March  26,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  Tho- 
mas Cushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Wlietcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  Jaraea 
Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy.  Joseph 
Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Ben- 
jamin White,  Esquires. 

Petition  of  Doctor  Samuel  Cooper,  setting  forth  that  he 
has,  among  many  others,  been  a  great  sufferer  through  the 
infamous  violence  and  robbery  of  the  British  Troops  lately 
driven  from  Boston ;  that  his  house  has  been  plundered,  the 
greatest  and  most  necessary  part  of  his  furniture  carried 
away,  as  well  as  considerable  part  of  his  library ;  he  there- 
fore prays  that  your  Honours  may  be  pleased  to  grant  him 
a  warrant  or  order  for  such  articles  as  he  may  find  necessary 
from  out  of  the  goods  left  by  the  enemies  to  their  country 
who  have  followed  the  Army,  your  Petitioner  holding  him- 
self accountable  to  your  Honours  for  the  same. 

In  Couna'l:  Read,  and  committed  to  Thomas  Citshing, 
Esquire,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall  join. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  concurred, 
and  Mr.  CoWwe// and  Mr.  W^eeZer  are  joined. 

Petition  of  Richard  Derby,  Junior,  praying  for  liberty  to 
fix  out  three  vessels  for  the  West-Indies. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  committed  to  Thomas  Cushing, 
Esquire,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall  join. 

In  the  Home  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  concurred, 
and  Colonel  Ome  and  Captain  Batchelder  are  joined. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  March  27,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  Tho- 
mas Cushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  Jamea 
Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor,  Charles  Chauncy,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez 
Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Petition  of  ffilliam  Sever  and  Thomas  Durfee,  two  of  the 
Committee  for  building  and  equipping  sundry  armed  vessels, 
praying  liberty  to  alter  one  from  a  sloop  to  a  brigantine. 

In  Council :  Read,  and  committed  to  Moses  Gill,  Esq., 
with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall  join. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  :  Read,  and  concurred, 
and are  joined. 

In  Council :  Ordered,  That  Thomas  Cushing  and  Moses 
Gill,  Esquires,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  shall  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  his  Excellency  George  Wash- 
ington, and  present  him  with  the  following  Address. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  concurred, 
and  Mr.  Sullivan,  Colonel  Orne,  and  Major  Hawley,  are 
joined. 
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"  To  His  Eicellenq/  George  Washington,  Esq.,  General 

and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces  of  the  United 

American  Colonies: 

"  M  AY  IT  PLEASE  YOUR  EXCELLENCY :  When  the  liber- 
lies  of -(4?neri'ca  were  altacked  by  the  violent  hand  of  op- 
pression ;  when  troops  hostile  to  the  riglits  of  luunanily 
invaded  this  Colony,  seized  our  Capital,  and  spread  havock 
and  destruction  around  it ;  when  our  virtuous  sons  were  mur- 
dered, and  our  houses  destroyed  by  the  troops  of  Britain ; 
the  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  other -(4mcn'can  Colonies,  im- 
pelled by  self-preservation  and  the  love  of  freedom,  forget- 
ting their  domestick  concerns,  determined  resolutely  and 
unitedly  to  oppose  the  sons  of  tyranny. 

"Convinced  of  the  vast  importance  of  having  a  gentleman 
of  great  military  accomplishments  to  discipline,  lead,  and 
conduct  the  forces  of  the  Colonies,  it  gave  us  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  hear  that  the  honourable  Congress  of  the 
United  Colonies  had  made  choice  of  a  gentleman  thus  qua- 
lified ;  who,  leaving  the  pleasures  of  domestick  and  rural  life, 
was  ready  to  undertake  the  arduous  task.  And  your  nobly 
declining  to  accept'  the  pecuniary  emoluments  annexed  to 
this  high  office,  fully  evidenced  to  us  that  a  warm  regard  to 
the  sacred  rights  of  humanity,  and  sincere  love  to  your  coun- 
try, solely  influenced  you  in  the  acceptance  of  this  impor- 
tant trust. 

"  From  your  acknowledged  abilities  as  a  soldier,  and  your 
virtues  in  publick  and  private  life,  we  had  the  most  pleasing 
hopes ;  but  the  fortitude  and  equanimity  so  conspicuous  in 
your  conduct,  the  wisdom  of  your  counsels,  the  mild,  yet 
strict  government  of  the  Army,  your  attention  to  the  civil 
Constitution  of  this  Colony,  the  regard  you  have  at  all  times 
shown  for  the  lives  and  health  of  those  under  your  command, 
the  fatigues  you  have  with  cheerfulness  endured,  the  regard 
you  have  shown  for  the  preservation  of  our  Metropolis,  and 
the  great  address  with  which  our  military  operations  have 
been  conducted,  have  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expect- 
ations, and  demand  the  warmest  returns  of  gratitude. 

"  The  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  having  smiled  on 
our  arms,  and  crowned  your  labours  with  remarkable  suc- 
cess, we  are  now,  without  that  effusion  of  blood  we  so  much 
wished  to  avoid,  again  in  the  quiet  possession  of  our  Capital. 
The  wisdom  and  prudence  of  those  movements  which  have 
obliged  the  enemy  to  abandon  our  Metropolis  will  ever  be 
remembered  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony.  May  you 
still  go  on,  approved  by  Heaven,  revered  by  all  good  men, 
and  dreaded  by  those  tyrants  who  claim  their  fellow-men 
as  their  property.  May  the  United  Colonies  be  defended 
from  slavery  by  your  victorious  anus ;  may  they  still  see 
their  enemies  flying  before  you  ;  and  the  deliverance  of  your 
country  being  effected,  may  you,  in  retirement,  enjoy  that 
peace  and  satisfaction  of  mind  which  always  attends  the 
good  and  great ;  and  may  future  generations,  in  the  peaceful 
enjoyment  of  that  freedom,  the  exercise  of  which  your  sword 
shall  have  established,  raise  the  richest  and  most  lasting 
monuments  to  the  name  of  Washington." 

Thursday,  March  28,  1776. 

Present  in  Council:  Honourable  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  ,lohn 
Winlhrop,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whetcomb,  James  Prescolt,  Elciad 
Taylor,  Ch.nrles  Chauncy,  Samuel  Hulten,  Jabez  Fisher,  John  Taylor, 
Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Petition  of  Walter  Spooner,  of  Dartmouth,  setting  forth  : 
That  a  Petition  was  presented  from  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Town  of  Dartmouth,  to  this  Court,  set- 
ting forth  that  the  harbour  in  said  town  ■was  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  publick  ;  and  after  a  fidl  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  said  harbour,  the  honourable  Court  passed  a  resolve  that 
a  company  of  seventy-five  men,  including  officers,  should  be 
stationed  there  for  the  defence  of  said  harbour ;  and  also 
resolved  that  ten  pieces  of  iron  ordnance,  with  a  suitable 
quantity  of  ordnance  stores.  And  it  was  further  ordered  that 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  should  be  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  your  Petitioner,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
cannon  and  stores  ;  but  your  Petitioner  hath  not  been  able 
to  procure  the  cannon,  though  care  and  pains  have  been 
taken  therefor.  And  being  informed  that  there  is  a  conside- 
rable number  of  cannon  in  and  near  Boston,  some  of  which 
may  not  be  needed  for  the  common  defence,  therefore  your 
Petitioner  prays  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  purchase,  or  be 
indulged  widi  the  loan,  of  a  few  pieces  of  caimon,  for  the 
immediate  defence  of  said  harbour.     And  your  Petitioner 


further  prays  that  a  Captain  may  be  appointed  to  raise  and 
take  the  command  of  the  seventy-five  men,  agreeably  to  the 
said  resolve;  and  also  to  provide  a  Commissary  to  provide 
for  saiil  company. 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Commissary-General  be 
directed  to  deliver  to  the  Petitioner,  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned in  his  Petition,  four  of  the  Cannon  on  Castk-lsland, 
which  belong  to  this  Colony,  from  among  those  reported  to 
be  spoiled,  if  they  can  be  repaired,  of  a  size  not  less  than 
those  wiiieh  will  carry  a  nine-pound  ball ;  and  the  Petitioner 
is  directed  to  cause  them  to  be  repaired  as  soon  as  may  be. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  the 
Letter  from  Robert  H.  Harrison  requesting  liberty  for  Cap- 
tain William  Wood,  of  Whitehaven,  to  return  to  England, 
be  committed  to  Mr.  Filts  and  Colonel  Ome,  with  such  as 
the  honourable  Board  siiali  join. 

In  Council :  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Moses  Gill,  Esq., 
is  joined. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  Colo- 
nel Orne  and  Captain  Partridge,  with  such  as  the  honour- 
able Board  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  lay  the  account  of 
Powder  supplied  tliet  Army  at  Cambridge  and  Roxbury, 
since  the  10th  of  June  last,  before  bis  Excellency  General 
Washington. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and 3/o«e«  G?7/,  Esq., 
is  joined. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  :  Ordered,  That  Colo- 
nel Orne  and  Major  Bliss,  together  with  such  as  the  honour- 
able Board  shall  join,  be  added  to  the  Committee  on  the 
state  of  the  Province. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Thomas  Cashing 
and  Moses  Gill,  Esquires,  are  joined. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  March  29,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  HonouraWe  William  Sever,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb 
Gushing,  John  Wintbrop,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whetcomb,  Je<iediah 
Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldud  Taylor,  Charles  Chauncy,  Samuel 
Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Benjamin  White, 
Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Richard  Derby,  Junior, 
Esq.,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  permitted  to  fix  out  one  large 
Vessel,  or  two  small  ones,  ibr  a  voyage  to  the  foreign  West- 
Indies,  and  back  to  this  Colony  again,  and  to  export  in  said 
vessel  or  vessels  three  hundred  empty  Molasses  Hogsheads, 
and  other  Lumber,  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
Pounds,  lawful  money,  it  being  the  amount  of  Powder  and 
Fire-Arms  lately  imported  by  him  into  the  Town  of  Salem, 
the  said  Derby  giving  bond  with  sufficient  sureties  to  the 
Receiver-General  of  this  Colony,  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
Pounds,  conditioned  that  there  shall  not  be  taken  on  board, 
or  exported  in  said  vessel  or  vessels,  any  produce  of  the 
United  Colonies,  more  than  the  above-mentioned  sum  of 
two  bundled  and  twenty  Pounds,  in  empty  Molasses  Hogs- 
heads and  Lumber  ;  and  that  said  vessel  or  vessels  shall 
not  proceed  to  any  of  the  British  West-India  Islands,  but 
that  they  shall  return  to  some  port  in  this  Colony  with  their 
effects,  the  Island  of  Nantucket  excepted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  the 
Ijetter  from  Tristram  Dalton,  Esquire,  to  the  Honourable 
Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  relative  to  the  Brigantine  Unity,  Captain 
Corbit  late  master,  be  connnitted  to  Mr.  Cushing  and  Major 
Cross. 

In  Council:  Read,  anti  concurred,  and  Charles  Chauncy, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  William  Hcnshaw,  the  sum  of 
eiirliteen  Pounds  eiiiht  Shillini;s  and  six  Pence,  in  full  for 
his  wages  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  as  an  Adjutant- 
General. 

In  the  Home  of  Representatives :  The  House  made 
choice  of  the  following  Commission  Officers  of  tiie  Forces 
stationed  at  Dartmouth,  viz:  Benjamin  Dillingham,  Cap- 
tain ;  Manasseh  Kempton,  First  Lieutenant ;  Eleazer  Hath- 
away, Second  Lieutenant ;  I'Villiam  Talman,  Commissary, 
for  said  forces. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonels,  or  commanding  officers,  of 
the  Regiment  of  Militia  of  this  Colony,  last  raised  in  con- 
sccpence  of  a  resolve  of  Court,  as  a  temporary  reinforce- 
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ment  of  tlie  Continental  Army,  observe  the  directions  which 
tliey  have  or  may  receive  from  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  with  regard  to  making  up  their  Pay  Rolls  or 
Abstracts ;  and  in  case  his  Excellency  shall  decline  to  pay 
them  agreeable  to  said  resolve,  that  said  officers  receive  pay 
so  far  as  the  General  thinks  reasonable,  and  lay  the  remain- 
der of  their  demands  before  this  Court  for  consideration  and 
allowance. 

Whereas  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Plymouth,  according  to  the  time  appoint- 
ed by  law,  should  be  holden  at  Fhjmouth,  in  the  said  County, 
on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April  next:  And  whereas  sun- 
dry of  the  Justices  and  officere  of  tiie  said  Court  are  mem- 
bers of  this  Court,  wliich  is  likely  to  continue  sitting  beyond 
the  time  appointed  for  holding  said  Court,  and  it  is  probable 
that  matters  of  great  importance  may  require  the  attendance 
of  all  the  members  at  that  time : 

Therefore,  Resolved,  Tliat  the  said  Court  be,  and  hereby 
is,  adjoui'ned  to  the  fii-st  Tuesday  of  July  next,  being  the 
time  at  which  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace 
for  said  County  is  by  law  appointed  to  be  holden  at  Ply- 
mouth aforesaid  ;  and  that  all  pleas,  processes,  writs,  actions, 
and  suits,  issued,  or  to  be  issued,  complaints,  precepts,  re- 
cognisances, and  all  other  matters  and  things  returnable, 
having,  and  that  should  have  had  day,  in  the  said  Court,  if 
the  same  were  holden  the  said  second  Tuesday  of  April 
next,  shall  be  returnable  and  have  day  in  the  said  Court, 
on  the  said  fii-st  Tuesday  of  July  next,  and  shall  abide  and 
continue  unto  that  time,  and  shall  then  be  proceeded  on, 
heard  and  determined,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  effec- 
tually as  if  said  Court  should  have  been  held  on  the  said 
second  Tuesday  of  April  next. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Samuel  Felch,  the  sum  of  two 
Pounds  ten  Shillings,  in  full  for  a  Greatcoat  lost  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Nathan  IMieeler,  the  sum  of  two 
Pounds  eight  Shillings,  in  full  for  a  Gun  lost  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made 
choice  of  Jonathan  Mitchell,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  the  Forces 
stationed  at  Falmouth,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  in  the 
room  of  Joseph  Frye,  Esq.,  in  the  Continental  service. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  a  Letter  from  Robert  H.  Harrison,  of  the  27th 
instant,  directed  to  James  Warren,  Esquire,  requesting  that 
Captain  JViUluin  JVood,  lately  taken  by  a  Privateer  owned 
by  several  private  gentlemen,  may  be  indulged  the  liberty 
of  proceeding  to  England,  beg  leave  to  report,  by  way  of 
■  Resolve : 

Resolved,  That  Captain  William  Wood,  lately  taken  by 
two  Privateers  owned  by  persons  in  this  Colony,  be  permit- 
ted, with  his  crew,  to  proceed  to  Cape-Anne  and  Newbury- 
port,  for  England,  he  having  given  his  parole  of  honour 
never  to  act  offensively  against  tiie  United  Colonies  of  iVortA- 
Amirica. 

Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  directed  to  pay  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  Pounds,  to  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Green- 
leaf,  Waller  Spooner,  Moses  dill,  Esquires,  Major  Thomas 
Durfec,  Daniel  Davis,  Stephen  Cross,  and  Josiah  Baichel- 
dtr,  the  Committee  appointed  to  import  ten  thousand  bar- 
rels of  Flour,  one  hundred  tons  of  pig  Iron,  &c.,  to  enable 
them  to  pay  the  freight  and  charges  of  said  Flour  and  Iron  ; 
each  of  the  said  Committee  to  be  accountable  to  this  Court 
for  such  sum  or  sums  as  he  shall  receive. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Samuel  Bradish,  the  sum  of  twenty- 
nine  Pounds  five  Shillings  and  eleven  Pence,  in  full  for 
boarding,  nursing,  and  doctoring,  for  the  wound  he  received 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

Resolved,  That  tliere  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  eighty  Pounds  seventeen 
Shillings  and  three  Pence,  in  full  of  the  wages  due  to  the 
Officers  and  Soldiers  on  Captain  Daniel  Lothrojj's  Roll. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

■'  The  Committee  of  Council,  appointed  to  sit  during  the 


recess  of  th6  General  Court,  received  a  letter  from  General 
Washington,  on  the  26th  of  February  last,  requesting  that 
a  number  of  the  Militia  in  the  neighbouring  towns  might  be 
directed  to  repair  to  the  lines  at  Dorchester  and  Roxbury, 
upon  a  signal  given.  In  consequence  of  this  application, 
the  Committee  immediately  sunnnoned  the  Colonels  of  seve- 
ral regiments  to  attend,  and  engaged  them  to  hold  themselves 
and  their  respective  regiments  in  readiness,  to  march  when 
called  upon.  They  accordingly  marched,  and  did  duty 
there  for  a  few  days.  The  Secretary  will  lay  before  you 
the  General's  letter,  and  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Committee  thereon.  We  recommend  it  to  you  to  con- 
sider what  measures  may  be  proper  to  be  taken  with  regard 
to  making  compensation  to  those  regiments  for  their  service. 
"  In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the 

"  Walter  Spooner." 
Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  March.  30,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  Waller  Spooner,  .lohn  Winlhrop,  Ca- 
leb Cushing,  Thomas  Cushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whetcomb, 
Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor,  Charles  Chauncy, 
Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Benjamin 
White,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Isaiah  Thomas,  the  sum  of  thirty- 
seven  Pounds,  in  full  of  his  account  for  Printing  for  the 
Colony. 

Ordered,  That  William  Frost,  Commissary  of  the  Forces 
stationed  at  Falmouth,  be  directed  to  receive  all  the  Moneys 
now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  James  Sullivan,  late  Commissary. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  tliis  Colony,  to  Thaddeus  Maxwell,  a  wounded 
soldier,  the  sum  of  two  Pounds  seven  Shillings,  in  full  of 
his  expenses  in  recovering  from  his  wounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary-General  be  directed  to 
deliver  to  the  Honourable  Walter  Spooner,  Esq.,  four  pieces 
of  Cannon,  now  in  Boston,  to  fortify  the  Harbour  of  Dart- 
mouth. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  take  under 
consideration  the  informatpn  of  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence, Stc,  for  the  Town  of  Mendon,  against.  Joseph 
Butkr  and  Asa  Butler,  for  altering  two  Bills  of  Credit  of 
this  Colony,  beg  leave  to  report :  That  we  find  said  infor- 
mation is  true,  by  the  confession  of  the  said  Joseph  and  Asa, 
and  other  corroborating  circumstances,  and  that  the  said  Jo- 
seph and  Asa  are  both  minors  and  soldiers  in  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  and  appear  very  humble  and  penitent,  and  stand 
ready  to  throw  themselves  upon  the  mercy  of  this  Court, 
and  abide  their  determination. 

John  Taylor,  per  order. 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Fuller  be  directed  to  take 
bond  for  the  appearance  of  the  said  Joseph  and  Asa,  at  the 
Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  ike,  to  be  holden  at  Worces- 
ter, in  and  for  the  County  of  Worcester,  in  September  next. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  David  Bancroft,  for  the  use  of 
Daniel  Bucknam,  Jun.,  the  sum  of  one  Pound  sixteen 
Shillings,  in  full  for  transporting  a  Field-piece  from  Sutton 
to  the  Camp. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  sixty-five  Pounds  thirteen 
Shillings  four  and  a  half  Pence,  to  the  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers on  Captain  Lemuel  Stewart's  Roll,  on  the  expedition 
to  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  April  1,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Caleb  Cushing,  Joseph 
Gerrish,  John  WhctcomI),  James  Prescolt,  Eldad  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill, 
John  Taylor,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  John  Brown,  a  wounded  soldier,  the 
sum  of  eight  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  in 
full  for  his  nui-sing  and  boarding. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Accounts  exhibited  against  this 
Colony,  for  Powder,  Lead,  and  Flints,  delivered  to  the 
Minute-men   and  others,   agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  this 


1255 


MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL,  APRIL,  1776. 


1256 


Court,  passed  January  17,  1776,  be,  and  tliey  hereby  are, 
committed  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Accounts,  and 
tlie  said  Committee  arc  directed  to  allow  such  of  the  said 
Accounts  as  shall  be  authenticated  by  sufficient  vouchers  or 
■proper  evidence  tliat  the  said  Powder,  Lead,  and  Flints, 
were  expended  in  battle,  or  left  in  Camp  for  the  use  of  the 
Army,  and  no  other. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  apjwinted  the  19th  in- 
stant, to  apply  to  the  Selectmen  and  the  several  Committees 
of  the  Town  of  Boston  for  a  list  of  those  persons  now  there 
remaining,  who  have  appeared  to  be  inimical  to  the  United 
Colonies  of  America,  have  attended  that  service,  and  have 
obtained  from  the  said  Selectmen  and  Committees  a  list  of 
sundry  persons  whom  they  judge  to  be  of  that  character, 
with  a  state  of  facts  and  witnesses  to  support  them ;  which 
list  they  beg  leave  to  report. 

John  Winthrop,  per  order. 

In  the  Houst  of  Representatims :  Read,  and  Ordered, 
That  Major  HawJey,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Colonel  Freeman,  and 
Colonel  Ome,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  take  tlie  said  Report,  and  Papers  accom- 
panying it,  under  consideration,  and  report  what  may  be 
proper  to  be  done  with  the  persons  named  in  said  Papers. 

in  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Caleb  Cashing, 
James  Prescott,  and  Moses  Gill,  Esquires,  are  joined. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Partridge,  Captain  Goodman, 
and  Colonel  Thompson,  be  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  those  persons  in 
Boston  who  have  appeared  to  be  inimical  to  the  United 
Colonies,  in  the  room  of  Major  llaxoley,  Mr.  Sullivan,  and 
Colonel  Orne,  engaged  on  other  business,  and  that  said 
Committee  sit  immediately. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Davis,  Colonel  Thatcher,  Cap- 
tain Brown,  Major  Fuller,  Colonel  Mcintosh,  Mr.  Dix,  and 
Mr.  Hall,  be  a  Committee  to  pixxjure  such  a  number  of 
Teams  as  his  Excellency  General  Washington  shall  judge 
necessary  to  transport  such  Military  Stores,  Baggage,  Sic, 
as  he  may  have  occasion  to  send  to  Rhode-Island,  and  that 
the  said  Committee  wait  on  his  Excellency  to  know  the 
terms  upon  which  he  expects  the  same  to  be  procured,  and 
that  they  proceed  upon  the  busitiess  immediately. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  a 
Letter  from  Tristram  Dalton,  Esq.,  of  Newburypori,  and 
the  Papers  accompanying  the  same,  relative  to  the  Brigan- 
tine  Unity,  and  her  Cargo,  now  lying  in  the  West-Indies  by 
reason  of  the  death  of  Captain  Michael  Corbit,  Master  of 
said  Brigantine,  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  report  by  way 
of  Resolve : 

Resolved,  That  John  Brown,  Moses  Gill,  and  Abraham 
Watson,  Esqrs.,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  and 
directed  to  employ  some  suitable  person  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  St.  Thomas,  and  dispose  of  said  Brigantine  and  her 
Cargo,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  will  be  most  for  the 
interest  of  this  Colony ;  and  send  or  bring  home  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds of  said  Vessel  and  Cargo  in  cash,  or  such  articles  as 
he  shall  think  most  advantageous  to  the  Colony. 

Also,  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  unto  Isaac  Noyes,  one 
of  the  mariners  belonging  to  the  Brigantine  Unity,  the  sum 
of  twenty-eight  Pounds  two  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  for 
his  wages,  and  the  further  sum  of  two  Pounds  five  Shil- 
lings, for  his  expenses  from  York  to  this  place,  and  other 
services,  in  full  to  this  date. 

General  Washington's  Answer  to  an  Address  from  the 
General  Court  of  the  21th  ultimo,  viz: 

"Gentlemen:  I  return  you  my  most  sincere  and  hearty 
thanks  for  your  polite  Address;  and  feel  myself  called  upon 
by  every  principle  of  gratitude  to  acknowledge  the  honour 
you  have  done  me  in  this  testimonial  of  your  approbation 
of  my  appointment  to  the  exalted  station  I  now  fill ;  and, 
what  is  more  pleasing,  of  my  conduct  in  discharging  its 
important  duties. 

"  When  the  counsels  of  the  British  Nation  had  formed  a 
plan  for  enslaving  America,  and  depriving  her  sons  of  their 
most  sacred  and  invaluable  privileges,  against  the  clearest 
remonstrances  of  the  Constitution,  of  justice,  and  of  truth ; 
and  to  execute  their  scheriies,  had  appealed  to  the  sword, 
I  esteemed  it  my  duty  to  take  a  part  in  the  contest,  and 
more  especially,  when  called  thereto  by  the  unsolicited  suf- 


frages of  the  Representatives  of  a  free  People  ;  wishing  for 
no  other  reward  than  that  arising  from  a  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  the  imiMjrtant  trust,  and  that  my  services  might 
contribute  to  the  establishment  of  freedom  and  peace  upon 
a  permanent  (pundation,  and  merit'the  applause  of  my  coun- 
trymen and  every  virtuous  citizen. 

"Your  acknowledgment  of  my  attention  to  the  civil  Consti- 
tution of  this  Colony,  whilst  acting  in  the  line  of  my  depart- 
ment, also  demand  my  grateful  thanks.  A  regard  to  every 
Provincial  institution,  where  not  incompatible  with  the  com- 
mon interest,  I  hold  a  principle  of  duty  and  of  policy,  and 
shall  ever  form  a  part  of  my  conduct.  Had  I  not  learned  this 
before,  the  happy  experience  of  the  advantages  resulting 
from  a  friendly  intercourse  with  your  honourable  body,  their 
willing  and  ready  concurrence  to  aid  and  to  counsel  when- 
ever called  upon  in  cases  of  difficulty  and  emergency,  would 
have  taught  me  the  useful  lesson. 

"  That  the  Metropolis  of  your  Colony  is  now  relieved  from 
the  cruel  and  oppressive  invasion  of  thosfe  who  were  sent  to 
erect  the  standard  of  lawless  domination  and  to  trample  on 
the  rights  of  humanity,  and  is  again  open  and  free  for  its  right- 
ful possessors,  must  give  pleasure  to  every  virtuous  and  sym- 
padietlck  heart;  and  being  effected  without  the  blood  of  our 
soldiers  and  fellow-citizens,  must  be  ascribed  to  the  interposi- 
tion of  that  Providence  which  has  manifestly  appeared  in  our 
behalf  through  the  whole  of  this  important  struggle,  as  well  as 
to  the  measures  pursued  for  bringing  about  the  happy  event. 
May  that  Being  who  is  powerful  to  save,  and  in  whose  hands 
is  the  fate  of  Nations,  look  down  with  an  eye  of  tender  pity 
and  compassion  upon  the  whole  of  the  United  Colonies. 
May  He  continue  to  smile  upon  their  Councils  and  arms, 
and  crown  them  with  success  whilst  employed  in  the  cause 
of  virtue  and  of  mankind.  May  this  distressed  Colony  and 
its  Capital,  and  every  part  of  this  wide-extended  Continent, 
through  His  divine  favour,  be  restored  to  more  than  their 
former  lustre  and  once  happy  state,  and  have  peace,  liberty, 
and  safety,  secured  upon  a  solid,  permanent,  and  lasting 

foundation.  ,,  ^  -i.t  „ 

"George  Washington. 

Read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  tlie  Records  of  this 
Court. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Timothy  Whiting,  the  sum  of  two 
Pounds  six  Shillings,  in  full  of  his  account  for  losses  sustain 
ed  in  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Timothy  IMiiting,  to  the  use  of  John 
Lewis,  the  sum  of  one  Pound  seven  Shillings  and  four 
Pence,  in  full  of  his  losses  at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives:  The  House  made 
choice  of  the  following  gentlemen  as  Field-Officers  for  the 
Second  Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  County  o{  Plymouth, 
viz: 

John  Cushing,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Colonel,  in  the  room  of  An- 
thony Thomas,  who  declines  serving. 

Jeremiah  Hall,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  in  the  room  of 
John  Cushing,  Jun.,  elected  Colonel. 

John  Clap,  Jun.,  Esq.,  First  Major,  in  the  room  of  Jere- 
miah Hall,  Esq.,  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

David  Tilden,  Esq.,  Second  Major,  in  die  room  of  iVo- 
thaniel  Cushing,  who  declines  serving. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  several  persons  in  Captain  William 
Scott's  Company,  the  sum  of  fourteen  Pounds  fifteen  Shil- 
lings, in  full  for  the  losses  they  sustained  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  Mr.  Michael  Hodge,  for 
the  use  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  &tc.,  for  New- 
burypori, the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  eighteen 
Shillings  and  two  Pence,  in  full  discharge  of  their  Accounts 
exhibited  to  this  Court,  for  fitting  out  the  two  Armed  Vessels 
called  the  Sloop  Machias  Liberty  and  Schooner  Diligent, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jeremiah  Obrien,  which  was  done 
by  order  of  this  Court. 

Further  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-one  Pounds 
four  Shillings  and  five  Pence,  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mr. 
Michael  Hodge,  for  die  use  of  Jackson,  Tracy  Sf  Tracy, 
in  full  discharge  of  their  Account  exhibited  to  this  Court, 
for  sundry  Supplies  which  the  said  Captain  Jeremiah  Obrien 
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received  of  said  Jackson,  Tracy  ^  Tracy,  for  the  use  of 
the  two  abovesaid  Armed  Vessels,  before  the  Committee 
of  Correspondence  for  Newburyport  received  the  order  of 
Court. 

The  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil, went  down  to  the  honourable  House,  with  the  following 
Message,  viz : 

"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

"  The  Council  are  informed  that  there  are  a  number  of 
Cannon  on  Castle- Island,  which  have  been  no  further  in- 
jured by  our  enemies  than  having  been  spiked  up ;  and  as 
they  may  be  immediately  wanted  for  the  defence  of  this 
Colony,  the  Council  recommend  to  the  honourable  House 
that  they  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  employ  some  suit- 
able persons  to  unspike  the  touchholes ;  and  that  garrison- 
carriages,  and  other  necessary  implements,  be  provided  for 
them,  that  they  may  be  fit  for  use. 

"  In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  Council  : 

"James  Otis." 

Whereas  this  Court  has  received  infomiation  that  John 
Parke,  the  Deputy  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  Colonies,  and  Richard  Duff,  his  Clerk,  are  arrest- 
ed at  the  suit  of  M'^lliam  Thompson,  Merchant,  in  an  action 
of  trespass,  whereon  the  said  Thompson  complains  that  the 
said  John  and  Richard  broke  and  entered  his  dwelling- 
house,  and  made  an  assault  on  his  person,  and  broke  his 
household  furniture  in  said  house  very  much ;  and  it  being 
suggested  to  this  Court  that  the  said  John  and  Richard 
entered  said  house  by  order  of  their  superior  officers,  to 
quarter  soldiers  there,  and  it  appearing  to  said  Court  that, 
in  the  present  state  of  our  publick  affairs,  the  producing  suits 
against  persons  employed  in  said  Army  for  their  entering 
the  houses  and  enclosures  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony, 
in  support  of  said  Army,  would  have  a  tendency  more  dan- 
gerous than  the  suspending  such  suits  for  the  present : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  no  Suit  pro- 
duced or  prosecuted,  nor  any  Writ  or  Precept  served  on  any 
Officer  or  private  Soldier  now  in,  or  that  have  been  in,  the 
Army  aforesaid,  the  last  or  present  campaign,  for  any  entry 
by  them  made  on  Houses  or  Lands  in  this  Colony,  while 
they  were  in  the  service  of  the  said  Colonies ;  and  all 
Sheriffs,  and  other  officers,  are  commanded  to  take  notice 
and  govern  themselves  accordingly,  and  that  they  do  not 
execute  or  return  any  Writ  against  such  person  now  in  their 
hands,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  delivered  them,  until  this 
Court  shall  further  consider  of  this  matter,  and  reconsider 
this  Resolve. 

Whereas  his  Excellency  General  Washington  has  direct- 
ed the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Continental  Army  to  pro- 
cure what  Medicines  may  be  obtained  in  the  Town  o{Ros- 
ton,  for  the  use  of  said  Army  ;  and  as  it  appears  there  are 
Drugs  of  various  kinds  left  in  the  Shops  and  Stores  of  Syl- 
vester Gardner  and  WiUiam  Perkins,  late  inhabitants  of 
Boston : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  whatever  Drugs  and  Medi- 
cines are  found  in  the  Stores  or  Shops  of  ihe  above-men- 
tioned Sylvester  Gardner  and  William  Perkins,  (fled  from 
Boston,)  be  delivered  to  Doctor  Morgan,  Surgeon-Gene- 
ral of  the  Continental  Army ;  and  any  person  or  pei-sons 
who  have  the  care  of  the  said  Drugs  or  Medicines  are 
hereby  directed  to  deliver  the  same  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered  and  directed  to  inform  him- 
self with  respect  to  the  number  of  Cannon  now  lying  at 
Boston  and  Castle-Island,  which  are  the  properly  of  this 
Colony  ;  and  that  he  cause  to  be  cleared  out  and  repaired 
all  those  which  he  judges  can  be  made  fit  for  use. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Witherton  and  Mr.  Uliitney  be 
on  the  Committee  appointed  to  procure  Teams  to  transport 
the  Baggage  and  Stores  of  the  Army  to  Rhode-Island. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  April  2,  1776. 
Present  in  Council:  Honourable  James  Otis,  Caleb  Cushing,  Joseph 
Gerrish,  John  Whctcomb,  Eldad  'I'aylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles 
Chauncy,  Samuel  Holtcn,  Michael  Farley,  Jabez  Fisher,  John  Tay- 
lor, Benjamin  White,  Joseph  Palmer,  Ksquires. 

On  the  Petition  of  William  Cushing,  Esq.,  praying  for  a 
grant  as  Justice  of  the  Superior  Court : 


Resolved,  That  there  be  granted  to  the  Petitioner  the 
sum  of  tw  o  hundred  Pounds,  in  consideration  of  his  faithful 
services  in  time  past,  which  shall  be  in  full  until  this  time, 
that  Court  not  having  met  any  time  within  a  year  past. 

Whereas  one  John  Rick,  who  was  master  of  the  Sloop 
Success,  and  sent  to  this  Court  by  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Majorbigwaduce,  for  supplying  the  enemy  in  Boston  some 
time  past  with  Provisions  or  necessaries  for  their  subsistence ; 
the  facts  appearing  by  the  depositions  and  papers  attending 
said  Rich  to  be  true, 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Rich  be  committed 
to  some  Jail  in  this  Colony  which  the  Council  shall  direct, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  upon  failure  of  his 
giving  bond  with  sureties  agreeable  to  a  former  Resolve  of 
this  Court. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Rich  be  sent  to  the  Jail  at  Ipt- 
wich. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury, to  George  Kilboum,  the  sum  of  seven  Pounds  three 
Shillings  and  six  Pence,  in  full  of  his  account  for  nursing 
and  boarding  two  Soldiers  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Bun- 
ker's Hill.  ' 

Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the 
County  of  Worcester,  in  Convention,  setting  forth:  That 
your  Memorialists,  solicitous  for  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  the  County,  see  with  concern  that  the  Courts  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Common  Pleas,  are  ordered  to 
be  opened  before  the  new  fee-table  is  established,  which  the 
good  people  of  this  County  are  grieved  at,  esteeming  the 
late  fee-table  too  high  and  exorbitant ;  that  the  wages  of  the 
officers  in  the  Army  bear  too  great  a  proportion  with  those 
of  the  privates,  which  your  Memorialists  humbly  conceive 
to  be  the  reason  why  the  Army  is  so  long  in  completing,  by 
which  means  the  Colony  is  put  to  extraordinary  cost  in  raising 
levies ;  that  having  but  one  Register  in  the  County  for  re- 
cording deeds,  &z;c.,  renders  securities  precarious,  by  being 
more  exposed  to  casualties  than  if  there  were  a  Register's 
Office  kept  in  each  town,  which  would  save  great  expense 
of  money  and  time  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  County. 

Read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of 
the  Province, 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  inquire 
of  Monsieur  Le  Baron  de  Woedtke,  Chevalier  del  order  de 
St.  Jean  de  Jerusalem  et  de  Malta,  relative  to  the  design 
the  Captain,  in  whose  vessel  he  came,  had  of  going  into 
Boston,  &,c.,  report :  That  from  the  account  the  Baron 
gave  of  the  matter,  there  was  reason  to  suppose  the  French- 
man designed  to  go  into  Boston  with  his  cargo ;  but  upon 
his  being  heard  in  his  own  justification,  and  the  evidence 
given  by  Captain  Folger,  who  left  the  West-Indies  but  a 
few  days  before  him,  the  Committee  were  of  opinion  that, 
on  the  whole,  it  was  best  to  give  him  up  his  papers,  and 
admit  him  to  sell  his  cargo.  The  Committee  are  further  of 
opinion,  that  the  Honourable  James  Otis,  Esq.,  before  whom 
the  Baron  was  examined,  and  by  whom  he  was  forwarded 
to  the  Council,  had  great  reason  to  suppose  the  master  had 
formed  a  design  of  going  into  Boston ;  that  his  Honour's 
conduct  herein  merits  applause,  and  that  the  account  of  the 
expenses  be  laid  before  the  Committee  of  Accounts  for  ex- 
amination and  allowance. 

Read,  and  accepted. 

Petition  of  Caleb  Green,  for  and  in  behalf  of  John  AMn, 
Joseph  Russell,  Henry  Wait,  John  Barrow,  William  Tay- 
lor, and  Walter  Wood,  setting  forth :  That  the  said  John 
Akin,  as  Master  of  the  Sloop  Greyhound,  and  the  said 
Russell,  Wait,  Barrow,  Taylor,  and  Wood,  as  Mate  and 
Mariners,  sailed  some  time  in  March  last,  in  the  Colony 
service,  for  Philadelphia  ;  that  on  the  27th  or  28th  day  of 
March,  being  on  their  return  from  Philadelphia,  they  were 
taken  by  one  of  the  tenders  belonging  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain ;  that  one  Wallace,  the  Captain  of  the  tender,  is 
ready  to  exchange  the  said  Captain  and  Mariners  for  as 
many  prisoners  being  delivered  to  him ;  and  he  threatens, 
unless  a  speedy  exchange  is  made,  to  send  the  said  Master 
and  Mariners  to  Great  Britain ;  wherefore  your  Petitioner, 
for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said  Master  and  Mariners,  humbly 
prays  that  the  honourable  Court  would  order  an  exchange 
of  prisoners,  that  thereby  the  said  Master  and  Mariners  may 
not  bo  put  to  any  further  hardship  and  damage. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  Caleb  Green,  the  within  petitioner,  be 
allowed  to  receive  of  the  Prison-keeper  of  Taunton,  six  per- 
sons wiio  have  been  tal<en  from  tiie  Navy,  under  tiie  com- 
mand of  one  Captain  ff'allacc,  now  in  Newport;  the  said 
Caleb  giving  iiis  bond  to  the  Slieriff  of  the  County  oi  Bris- 
tol, to  and  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  in  the  penal  sum  of 
one  hundred  Pounds,  conditioned  that  in  case  he  shall  not 
exchange  tlie  prisonei^  as  aforesaid,  wiiom  he  shall  receive 
for  the  above  John,  Joseph,  Henry,  John,  Taylor,  and  Wood, 
he  will  return  the  prisoners  whom  he  shall  receive  for  the 
above  persons,  to  the  Prison-keeper  in  said  Taunton,  within 
fourteen  days  from  the  time  he  shall  receive  said  prisoners ; 
and  the  Keeper  of  said  Prison  is  hereby  directed  to  conform 
himself  according  to  this  order,  provided  the  said  Caleb 
Green  shall  give  security  as  above  directed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  April  3,  177fi. 
Present  in  Council:  Honourable  James  Otis,  Caleb  Cushinir,  Thomaa 
Cushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  Jolin  Whclcomb,  Eldad  Tujlor,  Benjamin 
Iiincoln,  John  Winthrop.  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph 
Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Ben- 
jamin White,  Esquires. 

Petition  of  Bartelemi  Wasanis,  setting  forth  :  That  he  is 
an  inhabitant  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  from  whence 
he  set  sail  in  January  last  for  the  Colonies.  That  yotir  Pe- 
titioner had  the  misfortune,  when  he  appixjached  this  coast, 
to  meet  with  adverse  winds  and  stormy  weather,  which  drove 
liis  vessel  on  shore  on  Cape-Cod,  where  he  saved  the  most 
of  his  cargo,  (being  molasses,)  which  he  afterwards  sold  the 
most  part  of  to  the  Commissary-General  of  the  Continental 
Army,  for  which  your  Petitioner  must  take  paper  money. 
Your  Honours  must  be  sensible  such  money  will  be  of  no 
service  to  your  Petitioner  in  the  French  West-Lidies.  Your 
Petitioner  therefore  prays  your  Honours  to  grant  him  liberty 
to  purchase  some  oil,  spermaceti  candles,  lumber,  and  a 
small  quantity  of  provisions,  for  the  use  of  St.  Domingo 
only.  Your  Honours  will  require  no  ai-guments  to  convince 
you  that  the  French  must  give  up  trading  with  the  English 
Colonies,  if  they  are  under  a  necessity  to  carry  away  nothing 
but  paper  money.  Your  Petitioner  therefore  prays  your 
Honours  to  take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  give  him 
such  relief  as  to  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  seem  meet. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Thomas  Cushing  and  Benjamin 
Wliite,  Esquires,  with  Mr.  Ellis,  Captain  Baichelder,  and 
Colonel  Lovell. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  consider 
the  Petition  of  Bartelemi  Wasanis,  have  attended  that  ser- 
vice, and  report  as  their  opinion :  That  his  case,  as  set  forth 
in  said  petition,  being  somewhat  singular  and  distressing, 
the  prayer  thereof  be  so  far  granted  that  he  have  liberty  to 
purchase  oil,  spermaceti  candles,  lumber,  and  a  small  quan- 
tity of  provisions,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  Pounds  in 
the  whole,  (being  nearly  the  nett  proceeds  of  his  cargo,) 
and  the  same  to  ship  for  the  sole  and  only  use  of  the  Island 
of  St.  Domingo ;  the  said  Petitioner  to  give  bond,  with  one 
sufficient  surety,  to  the  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony, 
in  the  penal  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  that  said  oil, 
candles,  lumber,  and  provisions,  shall  be  safely  landed  in 
said  Island,  the  danger  of  the  seas  and  enemies  only  ex- 
cepted ;  and  upon  sufficient  certificate  being  produced  to 
the  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being, 
that  said  effects  have  been  landed  as  aforesaid,  excepting 
only  as  aforesaid,  that  then  said  bond  shall  be  cancelled  by 

such  Receiver-General.  t  r>  » 

Joseph  Palmer,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  said  Petition  be  so  far 
granted  that  the  Petitioner  have  liberty  to  purchase  Oil, 
Spermaceti  Candles,  Lumber,  and  a  small  quantity  of  Pro- 
visions, not  exceeding  one  thousand  Pounds  in  the  whole, 
being  the  nett  proceeds  of  his  cargo,  and  the  same  to  ship 
for  the  sole  and  only  use  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domingo ;  the 
said  Petitioner  giving  bond,  with  one  sufficient  surety,  to 
the  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony,  in  the  penal  sum  of 
one  thousand  Pounds,  that  said  Oil,  Candles,  Lumber,  and 
Provisions,  shall  be  safely  landed  in  said  Island,  the  dan- 
ger of  the  seas  and  enemies  only  excepted ;  and  upon  suffi- 
cient certificate  being  produced  to  the  Receiver-General  of 
this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  that  said  effects  have  been 
landed  as  aforesaid,  excepting  only  as  aforesaid,  that  then 
said  bond  shall  be  cancelled  by  such  Receiver-General. 


Ordered,  That  Beiijamin  Greeideaf,  Esq.,  be  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Province,  in  the  room  of  William 
Sever,  Esq.,  who  is  absent. 

An  engrossed  Bill,  entitled  "An  Act  to  prevent  the 
forging  Bills  of  Publick  Credit,"  having  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  be  engrossed, 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  engrossed. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  lay  before 
this  Court  a  sketch  of  Boston  Harbour,  and  examine  and 
report  particularly  the  number  of  passages  there  are  for 
ships  into  the  same,  he,  have  attended  the  business  assigned 
them,  and  report  the  sketch  of  the  Harbour  of  Boston  here- 
with, and  the  following  answers  to  the  questions  projXKed 
in  our  commission : 

"  How  many  passages  are  there  for  ships  into  the  Harbour 
of  Boston,  and  what  distance  are  they  from  the  Capital  ?" 

Strictly  speaking,  there  are  but  three :  The  northmost, 
(between  Bulling-Foint  and  the  north  end  of  Deer-Island,) 
a  narrow  and  very  crooked  channel,  nmning  on  the  back  of 
Apple-Island,  seldom  used  except  by  fishing  vessels  and 
light  coasters  ;  this  passage  is  about  four  miles  from  Boston. 
The  next  is  the  ship-channel,  which  leads  from  the  Light- 
House  through  the  Narrows,  and  enters  the  harbour  be- 
tween the  east  end  of  Long-Island  and  the  south  point  of 
Deer-Island,  (here  the  passage  in  at  Broad-Sound  unites  with 
this,)  and  is  about  five  miles  from  Boston.  The  other  leads 
from  the  Light-House,  south  from  George's  Island,  through 
Nantasket-Road,  and  runs  between  Rainsford-Island  and 
Long-Island,  and  enters  the  harbour  between  tlie  west  head 
of  Long-Island  and  the  east  head  of  the  Moon,  so  called  ; 
this  is  about  the  same  distance  from  Boston. 

"  What  is  the  depth  of  the  water  in  and  the  width  of  the 
channel  at  each  passage,  the  height  of  the  land  adjoining, 
and  the  distance  therefrom  to  the  opjjosite  side  of  the  chan- 
nel ?" 

As  the  northern  passage  is  not  navigable  for  the  smallest 
ship  of  war,  the  Committee  make  no  further  observation 
relative  to  it.  The  next  is  the  ship-channel,  which  leads 
through  the  NaiTows,  (here  the  water  is  about  five  fathoms 
deep  at  low  water,  width  of  the  channel  uncertain,  perhaps 
fifty  rods,  and  the  adjoining  lands  low,)  and  enters  the  harbour 
between  Long-Island  and  Deer-Island,  as  aforesaid.  The 
width  of  the  channel  at  the  entrance  is  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile. 

The  adjoining  land,  on  the  south  side  of  the  channel,  viz : 
Long-Island,  is  about  ninety  feet  high,  and  little  more  than 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  channel ; 
depth  of  water  from  six  to  fourteen  fathom. 

The  other  passage,  viz :  between  Long-Island  and  the 
Moon,  so  called — width  of  the  channel,  about  eighty  rods ; 
depth  of  the  water,  thirteen  feet.  The  adjoining  land,  viz : 
the  Moon,  ninety-four  feet  high  ;  distance  therefrom  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  channel,  three-eighths  of  a  mile. 

"  Whether  it  is  necessary  to  the  best  good  of  the  Colony 
and  its  Capital,  that  all  the  passages  to  the  Town  of  Boston 
should  be  open  ;  and  what  are  the  advantages  and  what  are 
the  disadvantages  which  will  result  from  stopping  either; 
and  which,  if  any,  ought  to  be  stopped?" 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
the  best  good  of  the  Colony,  or  the  Capital  thereof,  that  all 
the  passages  thereto  should  be  kept  open  ;  for  if  the  passage  to 
the  Narrows  only  is  stopped,  or  the  depth  of  water  reduced, 
there  will  be  sufficient  passages  left  open  for  all  merchant 
ships ;  as  it  hath  been  affirmed,  by  persons  skilled  in  mili- 
tary and  maritime  affairs,  that  a  fleet  of  ships,  with  a  lead- 
ing gale  of  wind  and  flood  tide,  pass  with  so  great  velocity 
as  to  run  little  or  no  hazard  in  passing  by  a  strong  fortifica- 
tion, as  was  experienced  at  (^uebeck,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  war.  If  so,  it  seems  to  be  as  necessary  to  reduce  the 
depth  of  water  in  the  Narrows,  as  it  is  to  fortify  the  Island, 
or  any  other  places ;  because  it  is  there  only  that  capital 
ships  of  war  can  pass,  and  therefore  there,  above  all  othe^ 
places,  as  it  is  easiest  effected,  their  efforts  to  enter  the  har- 
bour should  be  effectually  obstructed. 

'•Where  can  fortifications  be  erected  most  easily  to  resist 
the  enemy  in  their  attempts  to  enter  the  Harbour  afore- 
said ?" 

On  the  east  end  of  Long- Island,  and  on  the  Island  called 
the  Moon,  (on  the  east  head  thereof,)  and  on  the  east  head 
of  Fettick's  bland,  with  necessary  redoubts. 
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"  Can  a  communication  be  kept  up  between  said  posts 
and  the  main,  in  case  of  a  siege,  and  are  they  commanded 
by  any  neighbouring  hills  ?" 

Redoubts  and  block-houses  on  the  eminences  of  Long- 
Island,  (one  of  which  is  the  only  neighbouring  hill  that 
commands  the  east  head  thereof,)  with  proper  covered 
ways  from  one  to  the  other,  will  secure  a  retreat  to  the 
Moon,  which  communicates  with  Squantum-I^eck  at  low 
water,  almost  dry  shod.  The  post  on  the  east  head  of  the 
Moo?!,  so  called,  is  not  commanded  by  any  neighbouring 
hills.  Pettick's  Island  is  so  near  the  town  of  Hull,  that  a 
safe  retreat  to  it  is  covered  by  the  guns  of  the  proposed  fort 
thereon ;  besides,  they  may  retreat  the  length  of  the  Island 
to  the  town  of  Braintree.  This  point  is  commanded  only 
by  a  hill  on  the  same  Island,  and  a  garrison  there  may  be 
supplied  with  water,  and  a  retreat  be  secured  from  it  by 
some  redoubts,  &tc. 

"  Whether  at  all  times  these  posts  can  be  supplied  with 
water  ?" 

No  doubt  but  they  may,  as  there  appears  to  be  springs  of 
fresh  water  on  all  these  Islands. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  further  to  suggest,  that  in 
case  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  reduce  the  depth  of 
water  in  the  channel  at  the  Narrows,  and  erect  a  fortifica- 
tion on  the  east  head  of  Long-Island,  it  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  for  the  enemy  to  remove  the  obstruction 
in  the  Narrows,  as  it  is  open  to  the  fire  from  such  fortifica- 
tion. That  if  the  Narrows  are  stopped,  the  capital  ships 
can  have  no  safe  harbour  above  the  Light-House ;  below  it, 
they  cannot  ride,  save  to  the  westward  of  George's  Island, 
called  Nantaslcet-Road,  which  may  at  all  times  be  com- 
manded by  a  battery  on  the  east  head  of  Fettkk's  Island. 

That  the  passage  in,  by  the  way  of  Broad-Sound,  so 
called,  is  very  difficult  navigation  ;  but  that  there  is,  as  your 
Committee  are  informed,  four  fathom  of  water.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  vessels  between  the  size  of  frigates  and  what  are 
called  capital  ships,  although  they  never  have  attempted, 
yet  in  case  the  Narrows  should  be  stopped,  may  in  future 
attempt  to  pass  to  the  Capital  that  way ;  therefore,  as  the 
channel  is  very  narrow  between  what  is  called  the  Middle- 
Ground  and  Castle-Island,  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to 
reduce  the  depth  of  water  there  also. 

That  besides  these  posts  above-mentioned,  there  are  many 
others  which  may  be  fortified  with  small  expense,  and  will 
promote  the  general  design  of  securing  the  harbour  afore- 
said, and  the  neighbouring  towns. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  per  orrfer. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  Major  flaw- 
ley,  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Nichols,  Mr.  Phillips,  and  Colonel 
Orne,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  be  a 
Committee  to  consider  the  same,  and  the  sketch  ol"  the  Har- 
bour of  Boston  accompanying,  and  report  what  places  they 
apprehend  are  proper  to  fortify,  without  delay. 

In  Council :  Read,  and  concurred,  and  John  fVhetcomb, 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Joseph  Palmer,  and  Moses  Gill,  Es- 
quires, are  joined. 

Whereas  this  Court  have  received  information  that  con- 
siderable parts  of  the  Real  and  Personal  Estates  of  the 
Mandamus  Counsellors,  Commissioners  of  the  Customs,  and 
other  open  and  avowed  enemies  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  America,  who  have  departed  this  Colony  since  April 
19th,  1775,  are  now  in  the  occupation  and  possession  of 
persons  who  have  clandestinely  taken  the  same,  and  others 
under  pretence  of  gift,  sale,  or  attachment,  claim  a  right  to 
hold  and  enjoy  such  Estate  and  effects,  by  which  practices 
the  publick  or  individuals  may  be  greatly  injured  : 

For  prevention  whereof,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee 
appointed  to  take  inventories  of,  and  secure,  till  the  further 
order  of  this  Court,  the  Estate  and  effects  of  said  abscon- 
ders, in  the  Town  o( Boston,  be,  and  hereby  are  empowered" 
to  cause  any  such  person  or  persons,  as  they  know,  and 
have  good  cause  to  suspect  have  in  their  occupation,  or 
possession,  any  Estate,  late  the  property  of  the  aforesaid 
Mandamus  Counsellors,  &ic.,and  them  to  examine  thereon, 
and,  if  need  be,  to  require  answere  upon  oath,  respecting  the 
concealment  or  conveyance  of  said  effects  as  the  law  allows 
in  similar  cases  with  respect  to  the  effects  of  intestates  ;  and 
said  Committee  are  also  authorized  and  directed  to  take  into 
their  possession  and  secure  such  Estate  and  effects,  as  also 
the  Estate  and  effects  of  any  persons  in  Great  Britain, 
which,   by  virtue  and  powers  of  attorney,  were  under  the 


care  and  direction  of  said  Mandamus  Counselloi-s,  &,c.,  until 
the  further  order  of  this  Court,  any  attachment  or  civil  pro- 
cess made  or  commenced  since  the  19th  of  April  last  not- 
withstanding. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea-' 
sury  of  this  Colony,  to  Eleazer  Warner,  the  sum  of  two 
Pounds,  in  full  for  the  loss  he  sustained  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  April  4,  1776. 
Present  in  Council:  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenlcaf,  Caleb 
Gushing,  Thomas  Gushing,  John  Winthrop,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John 
Whetcomb,  Eiiiad  Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy, 
Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Hollen,  Moses  Gill,  John 
Taylor,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  tlie 
Resolves  of  Congress,  just  received,  be  conmiitted  to  ...  . 

with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  may  join,  to 

consider  the  same  and  report. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Joseph  Pahner 
and  Samuel  Holten,  Esquires,  are  joined. 

Ordered,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  late  reinforcement  to  ' 
the  Continental  Army  do  make  up  their  Rolls,  and  lodge 
them  for  examination  and  allowance. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration 
the  erecting  a  Monument  to  the  memory  of  the  Honourable 
Major-General  Joseph  Warren,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
they  have  attended  that  service,  and  find  that  the  place 
where  his  body  was  buried  is  discovered,  and  that  the  Lodge 
of  Freemasons  in  this  Colony,  whereof  he  was  late  Grand 
Master,  are  desirous  of  taking  up  the  said  deceased's  remains, 
and,  in  the  usual  funeral  solemnities  of  that  Society,  to  de- 
cently inter  the  same,  and  that  his  friends  are  consenting 
thereto.  Wherefore  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
said  Lodge  have  leave  to  put  their  said  intentions  into  exe- 
cution, in  such  a  manner  as  that  the  Government  of  this 
Colony  may  hereafter  have  an  opportunity  to  erect  a  Monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  that  worthy,  valiant,  and  patriotick 

American.  ■,  c-  i 

James  bullivan,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted,  and  the  said  Lodge  has  leave  to  put 
their  intentions  as  aforesaid  into  execution  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury, to  Jonathan  Crosby,  the  sum  of  five  Pounds  eight 
Shillings,  in  full  of  his  account  of  losses  sustained  in  the 
battle  of  Bunkers  Hill. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Moses  Richardson,  the  sum  of  one 
Pound  four  Shillings,  in  full  for  a  Greatcoat  lost  by  him  in 
the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

In  Council :  The  Council  having  been  informed  by  Mr. 
John  Kinney  and  Mr.  Thomas  Black,  that  a  small  sloop,  ' 
loaded  with  English  goods,  from  Boston  to  Halifax,  having 
on  board  a  certain  Jolly  Allen,  and  six  or  more  other  Tories, 
with  about  twenty  women  and  some  children,  was  cast  on 
shore  about  a  week  since  at  Provincetown,  upon  the  Cape, 
and  that  said  vessel  has  the  small-pox  on  board : 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Greenleaf  and  Jo- 
seph Palmer,  with  such  as  the  honourable  House  may  join, 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
relative  to  this  affair,  and  report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  concurred, 
and  Mr.  Fabyan,  Colonel  Mitchell,  and  Colonel  Freeman, 
are  joined. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Benjamin  Ball,  the  sum  of  four 
Pounds  nine  Shillings,  in  full  for  the  losses  his  son  met  with 
in  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  April  5,  1776. 

Present  in  (Council :  Honourable  James  f  )li8,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Caleb 
Gushing,  John  Winlhrop,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whetcomb,  Eldad 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincohi,  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph 
Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Moses  Gill,  John  Taylor,  Benjamin  White, 
Esquires. 

In  Council :  Ordered,  That  Joseph  Palmer,  with  such 
as  die  honourable  House  shall  join,  be  a  Committee  to  give 
directions  for  the  fortifying  Boston  Harbour. 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  concurred, 
and  Nathan  Cashing,  Esq.,  is  joined. 

Memorial  of  William  Sever  and  Thomas  Dtirfee,  setting 
forth:  That  your  Memorialists  were,  by  this  honourable 
Court,  with  others,  appointed  of  a  Connnittee  for  building 
and  equip])ing  sundry  armed  vessels,  which  were  proposed 
to  be  rigged  sloops ;  tliat  your  Memorialists  are  of  opinion 
the  two  vessels  they  are  now  building  for  that  purpose  are 
of  such  size  that  it  will  be  very  inexpedient  to  rig  them  as 
sloops.  They  therefore  request  that  they  may  be  authorized 
and  directed  by  your  Honours  to  rig  and  fix  the  said  ves- 
sels as  brigantines.  Your  Memorialists  would  also  repre- 
sent to  your  Honours,  that  they  are  unable  to  purchase  duck 
for  sails  for  the  said  vessels ;  and  if  your  Honoui-s  think 
proper,  they  pray  that  the  Commissary-General  be  directed 
to  supply  them  with  eighteen  bolts  of  duck,  out  of  the 
Colony  stores,  for  each  of  the  said  vessels. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Moses  Gill,  Esq.,  with  Mr.  Perry 
and  Captain  Cutter. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  to  whom  the  foregoing 
Petition  was  committed,  have  considered  the  same,  and  are 
of  opinion,  that  William  Sever  and  Thomas  Durfee,  Esquires, 
two  of  the  Committee  for  building  and  equipping  sundry 
armed  vessels,  have  leave  to  rig  the  two  vessels  they  are 
now  building  into  brigantines,  instead  of  sloops,  as  was  first 
intended,  brigantines  being  of  more  general  service,  and 
best  answering  their  intended  use.  Your  Committee  are 
also  of  an  opinion,  that  it  will  be  expedient  for  lVillia7n 
Sever  and  Thomas  Durfee,  Esquires,  part  of  the  Committee 
aforesaid,  to  receive  from  Richard  Devens,  Esq.,  the  Com- 
missary-General of  this  Colony,  thirty-six  bolts  of  duck, 
which  will  be  necessary  for  the  furnishing  said  brigantines 

with  sails.  ivi  r<  i 

Moses  GiLL,jpcr  order. 

Read,  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  William  Sever  and  Thomas  Dur- 
fee, Esquires,  accordingly  rig  the  two  vessels  they  are  now 
building  into  Brigantines,  instead  of  Sloops,  and  that  they 
receive  from  Richard  Devens,  Esquire,  the  Commissary- 
General  of  this  Colony,  thirty-six  bolts  of  Duck,  wherewith 
to  furnish  said  Brigantines  with  saUs. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  those  persons  in  Boston 
who  have  appeared  to  be  inimical  to  the  Colonies,  be  direct- 
ed to  consider  what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  the  effects  of 
such  as  may  be  confined  by  order  of  Court,  and  report. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Colonel  Lovell  and  Colonel  Dwight  be 
of  the  Committee  on  Commissaries'  Accounts,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Rawson,  absent. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  is  proper  to 
be  done  relative  to  a  sloop  having  on  board  JoUy  Allen  and 
others,  said  to  be  cast  ashore  at  Provincetown,  on  Cape-  Cod, 
take  leave  to  report  as  their  opinion  :  That  a  Committee  be 
appointed  to  repair  to  said  Provincetown  forthwith,  and 
there  take  such  measures  as  may  be  needful  to  prevent  the 
persons  who  were  on  board  said  sloop  from  making  their  es- 
cape, or  from  communicating  the  infection  of  the  small-pox 
to  any  of  the  inhabitants.  The  said  Committee  likewise  to 
take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  the  securing  the  said 
sloop,  with  all  the  cargo  and  effects  on  board  ;  and  in  case  any 
part  thereof  has  been  taken  out  and  distiibuted,  that  they 
collect  the  whole  thereof,  and  cause  the  same  to  be  deposited 
in  such  manner  as  that  it  may  be  forthcoming  at  the  order 
of  this  Court,  taking  as  particular  inventory  thereof  as  they 
conveniently  can.  The  said  Committee  to  be  authorized 
to  require  the  aid  of  the  sea-coast  men  stationed  there,  or  of 
any  others,  as  they  may  think  proper,  for  the  fully  accom- 
plishing tiiis  business. 

Benjamin  Greenleaf,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted. 

And  Ordered,  That  Joseph  Pearse  Palmer,  Esquire, 
with  Major  Demick  and  Colonel  Cobb,  be  a  Committee  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  above  Report. 

Ordered,  That  Jedediah  Foster  and  Jabez  Fisher,  Esq's, 
be  of  the  Committee  to  concur  and  pay  Accounts,  in  the 
room  o{  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Esq.,  excused,  and  John  'Taylor, 
Esq.,  absent. 

Whereas,  there  hath  been  exhibited  to  tliis  Court,  by 
their  Committee,  a  list  of  persons  now  residing  in  the  Town 


of  Boston,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  who  are  apprehended 
to  be  inimical  to  the  interest  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  of 
this  Colony ;  and  as  their  being  suffered  to  go  at  large  may 
be  attended  with  danger  to  the  publick,  as  well  as  afford 
them  an  opportunity  of  escaping  from  justice : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Joseph  Pal- 
mer and  Benjamin  White,  Esq's,  Joseph  (ireenleaf  Samuel 
Niks,  Thomas  Penniman,  Theophilus  Cushing,  and  3%o- 
mas  Crafts,  Esquires,  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  said 
County,  be,  and  they  or  either  of  them  are  hereby  directed 
immediately  to  issue  their  warrant,  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of 
said  County,  his  Under  Sheriff,  or  either  of  his  Deputies,  or 
the  Constables  of  any  town  within  said  County,  requiring 
him  or  them  forthwitii  to  apprehend  and  bring  before  them, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  at  such  place  in  said  County  as 
they  shall  appoint,  the  bodies  of  all  the  persons  contained 
"  in  said  list,  viz :  John  Lovell,  Jun.,  Samuel  Danforth,  Timo- 
thy Prout,  George  Lush,  Ilopcstill  Capen,  Augustus  Moore, 
Thomas  Amory,  Thomas  Edwards,  Edivard   Wentworth, 
William  Clarke,  John  Held,  William  Perry,  John  Erving, 
Esq.,  Stephen  Greenleaf  Escj.,  John  Timmins,  James  Per- 
kins, Ralph  Inman,  Richard  Green,  Daniel  Hubbard,  Jo- 
seph Turell,  Nathaniel  Carey,  Edward  Hutchinson,  Doctor 
Miles  fVliitworth,  John  Hunt,  tertius,  Nathaniel  Brindley, 
Isaac  Greemvood,  Doctor  Laac  Rand,  Jun.,  Doctor  James 
Lloyd,  John  Hodgson,  Doctor  Thomas  Cast,  Samuel  Mi- 
nott,  Edioard  Davis,  Downe  Cheever,  Joseph  Laughttm, 
Jeremiah  Allen,  Samuel  Bradstreet,  Doctor  James  Pecker, 
Samuel  Wallis,  Richard  Billings,  Benjamin  Phillips,  John 
Haskins,  Shubael  Hewes,  Bar.  Wall,  John  Stevens,  Wil- 
liam Davies,  John  Hmnans,  John  Magner,  John  Rice,  Si- 
meon Stoddard,  Caleb  Blanchard,  John  Bryant,  Captain 
Conner,  Shippy  Townsend,  Thomas  Clemens,  Joseph  Clark, 
Edmund  Gookin,  Ambrose   Vincent,  Moses  Pitcher,  John 
Howe,  Rufus  Green,  Benjamin  Green,  Benjamin  Green, 
Jr.,  William  Wait  Wallis,  Jeremiah  Jones  Jenkins,  Charles 
Whitworth,  Ebenezer  Alien,  one  Blaisdel,  Stephen  Fuller- 
ton,  Samuel  Gore,  Ebenezer  Norwood,  Richard  Madden, 
John  Tufts,  John  Fillis,  Samuel  Bulfmch,  William  Downe 
Cheever,  Jacob   Wendell,  one  Hojin  a  Dutchman,  John 
Green,   William  Parker,  Andrew  McKean,  Thomas  Tur- 
ner, Job  Prince,  John  Gray,  William  Rodgers,  and  Tho- 
mas  Mewse ;  all  of  whom  are  now  residing  in  said  Boston ; 
together  with  many  others,  in  said  Boston,  which  are,  or 
may  be  complained  of,  having  designs  to  act,  or  having  act- 
ed apinst  tiie  rights  of  this  or  the  other  United  Colonies, 
or  of  having  in  any  manner  aided,  abetted,  or  assisted,  the 
enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  either  of  them.    And  the 
said  Justices  of  the  Peace,  or  die  major  part  of  them,  are 
directed,  as  soon  as  may  be,  stricdy  to  examine  said  persons, 
and  to  consider  the  evidence  that  may  be  procured  and  laid 
before  diem  in  the  premises,  and  that  they,  without  delay, 
safe  secure  all  such  persons,  which  they  may  judge  have 
acted,  or  are  acting  as  enemies,  spies,  or  traitors,  to  this  or 
the  other  Colonies,  either  by  taking  sufficient  bonds,  pay- 
able to  the  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  for  their  good  behaviour, 
or  appearance  at  some  Court  proper  to  try  them,  or  causing 
them  to  be  committed  to  Jail,  as  the  nature  and  ainrravatioa 
of  dieir  several  crimes  may  admit  or  not  admit  of  bail,  or 
the  apprehension  of  danger  to  the  publick  from  their  foing 
at  large,  may  require. 

Caleb  Cushing,  per  order. 
Read,  and  accepted. 

Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  set- 
ting forth :  That  the  said  inhabitants  apprehend  themselves 
very  insecure  in  their  habitations,  being  deprived  of  their 
arms  by  the  perfidy  of  General  Gage ;  and  as  many  of  the 
ships  of  the  enemy  are  in  this  harbour,  and  may  at  any  time 
be  brought  up  to  cannonade  the  town,  and  again  disperse  the 
inhabitants  aforesaid,  having  no  sufficient  batteries  to  repel  or 
keep  them  hack,  the  inhabitants  therefore,  in  duty  to  them- 
selves, and  to  save  the  Continent  the  expense  of  again  repel- 
ling the  enemy,  and  to  prevent  further  depredation,  humbly 
jiray  your  Honours  that  some  proper  steps  may  be  immediate- 
ly taken  to  prevent  the  return  of  the  enemy,  either  by  erecting 
forts  at  proper  passes,  sinking  hulks  in  the  channels,  or  other- 
wise secure  said  town  in  such  manner  as  your  Honours  may 
think  best,  that  the  present  inhabitants  may  continue,  and  the 
dispersed  may  return,  without  fear  of  future  molestation. 

Read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of 
the  Colony. 
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Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Captain  Stephen  Rice,  for  the  use  of 
the  Selectmen  o{  Hardwick,  in  full  of  their  Account  for 
Bread,  &.C.,  supplied  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Moses  Gill,  Esquire,  for  the  use  of 
the  Selectmen  of  Princetoivn,  the  sum  of  eighteen  Pounds 
fifteen  Shillings  and  seven  Pence,  in  full  of  their  Account  for 
sundries  supplied  the  Army. 

The  Petition  of  Dr.  Samuel  Cooper,  praying  the  loan  of 
some  Tories'  Household  Furniture ;  read  again,  and  recom- 
mitted to  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Colonel  Sawyer,  with  Moses  Gill, 
Esquire. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  whether  the  en- 
couragement already  given  for  erecting  Powder-Mills  is 
sufficient,  reported  :  That  as  the  bounty  already  offered  has* 
proved  insufficient  for  the  purposes  designed,  a  Committee 
be  forthwith  appointed  to  erect  a  Powder-Mill  in  the  Town 
of  Sutton,  at  the  expense  of  this  Colony,  with  all  possible 
expedition,  and  on  the  best  plan   for  manufacturing  Gun- 

P°^^  ^''  AzoR  Okne,  per  orrfer. 

Read,  and  accepted,  and  Mr.  Edward  Putnam,  and  Mr. 
Abijah  Burbank,  of  Sutton,  are  appointed  a  Committee  for 
the  purpose  above  expressed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  directed  to  deliver  to  the  Honourable  Richard  Derby, 
Jun.,  Esquire,  and  Mr.  Josiah  Batchelder,  Jun.,  or  either  of 
their  orders,  thirty-two  bolts  of  Duck,  to  be  applied  for  the 
use  of  two  armed  vessels  which  they  are  to  build  and  equip 
for  the  service  of  tiiis  Colony. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  take  under 
consideration  the  Petition  of  the  Rev.  Doctor  Cooper,  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following  Resolve: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  an  in- 
ventory of  the  Estates  belonging  to  the  persons  who  have 
fled  from  Boston  with  the  British  Fleet  and  Army,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  ordered  and  directed  to  deliver  the  said  Dr. 
Coaper  so  much  Household  Furniture,  of  the  Estates  afore- 
said, as  he  may  find  necessary  to  furnish  his  House  with,  he 
giving  his  receipt  to  said  Committee  therefor,  and  being 
accountable  to  this  or  some  future  General  Court  of  this 
Colony  for  the  same. 

Read,  and  accepted,  and  the  said  Committee  are  directed 
to  deliver  to  Dr.  Cooper  so  much  Household  Furniture,  as 
aforesaid,  as  he  may  find  necessary  to  furnish  his  House  with, 
he  giving  his  receipt  therefor  to  said  Committee,  and  being 
accountable  for  the  same  to  the  General  Court. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Guild,  Mr.  Bent,  Mr.  Perry,  Cap- 
tain Hodges,  and  Colonel  Smith,  be  of  the  Committee  to 
procure  Teams  for  the  Deputy  Quartermaster-General  and 
Colonel  Knox. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  April  6,177B. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Ca- 
leb Gushing,  John  Winthrop,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Wlietcomb,  ElUad 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Ijincoln,  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph 
Palmer,  Samuel  Holtcn,  Moses  Gill,  Jolm  Taylor,  Benjamin  White, 
Esquires. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  Jonathan  Brown,  as  First  Major  of  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  the  County  o(  Middlesex,  in  the  room  of 
William  Hildreth,  who  declines  servin". 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Whereas  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of  As- 
size, and  General  Jail  Delivery,  for  the  County  of  Middlesex, 
according  to  law  should  be  holden  at  Concord,  in  the  said 
County,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  April  current :  And 
whereas  several  of  the  Justices  and  officers  of  the  said  Court 
are  members  of  this  Court,  which  is  likely  to  continue  sit- 
ting beyond  the  said  time,  and  it  is  probable  that  matters  of 
great  importance  may  require  the  attendance  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Court  at  that  time : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Court  be,  and  hereby 
is,  adjourned  to  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  October  next,  being 
the  time  at  which  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court 
of  Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery  for  the  said  County,  is 
by  law  appointed  to  be  holden  at  Cambridge,  in  the  County 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  v.  80 


aforesaid,  and  that  all  pleas,  processes,  writs,  actions,  suits 
issued  or  to  be  issued,  complaints,  precepts,  recognisances, 
and  all  other  matters  and  things  returnable,  and  having,  and 
that  should  have  had  day  in  the  said  Court  if  the  same  were 
holden  the  said  second  T«M(/ay  of  ^/wjY  current,  shall  be 
returnable  and  have  day  in  the  said  Court  on  the  said  fourth' 
Tuesday  of  October  next,  and  shall  abide  and  continue 
unto  that  time,  and  shall  then  be  proceeded  on,  heard,  and 
determined,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  effectually  as  if 
said  Court  were  held  on  the  said  second  Tuesday  of  April 
current. 

A  Bill  for  amending  an  Act  passed  in  November  last,  enti- 
tled "  An  Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  of  Armed  Ves- 
sels, Sic,"  having  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be 
engrossed : 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  engrossed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour 
of  Boston  be  directed  immediately  to  take  a  view  of  Nod- 
dle's  Island,  and  report  to  this  Court  what  time  it  will 
probably  take  a  Regiment,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  men,  to  perform  the  business  of  fortifying  said 
Harbour. 

Petition  of  Israel  Stoddard  and  Woodbridge  Little,  of 
Pittsfield,  setting  forth :  That  in  the  months  of  May  and 
June  last  past,  your  Petitioners,  at  different  times,  were  ap- 
prehended and  conveyed  before  the  Committees  of  this  and 
several  nerghbouring  towns,  on  a  general  suspicion  that  your 
Petitioners  were  not  duly  attached  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  their  country,  and  with  a  professed  design  to  obtain  from 
them  some  assurances  that  they  would  adhere  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  or  any  future 
General  Assembly  of  this  Colony.  That  your  Petitioners, 
before  said  Committees,  acknowledged  that  they  had  dis- 
sented from  many  of  their  fellow-countrymen  with  respect 
to  some  measures  which  had  been  adopted  and  pursued  ;  but 
still  declared  that,  in  all  their  conduct,  they  were  willing  to 
conform  to  the  resolutions  aforesaid,  and  to  contribute  their 
proportion  towards  the  general  support  and  defence  of  our 
constitutional  rights  and  privileges ;  of  all  which  your  Peti- 
tioners gave  assurances  to  the  declared  satisfaction  of  said 
Committees.  That  said  Committees,  with  respect  to  one  of 
your  Petitioners,  resolved  that  he  should  pay  all  the  costs 
that  said  several  Committees  should  judge  proper,  standing 
committed  until  he  should  comply ;  though,  at  the  time  of 
the  trial  of  your  other  Petitioner,  said  Committees  omitted  to 
make  such  particular  resolve,  but  soon  after  discovered  their 
determination  to  be  the  same  respecting  each  of  your  Peti- 
tioners. That  your  Petitioners  made  various  objections 
against  such  determination,  as  unprecedented,  unwarranted, 
and  arbitrary ;  but  finally  agreed  that  if  said  Committees 
would  show  that,  by  virtue  of  any  resolve  of  the  General  or 
Provincial  Congress,  they  were  authorized  and  empowered 
thus  to  tax  us  in  costs,  that  we,  your  Petitioners,  would  rea- 
dily respond  the  same,  and  that  we  did  not  think  ourselves 
holden  to  do  it.  Whereupon  your  Petitioners  have  been  un- 
molested till  of  late  respecting  the  payment  of  the  said  costs, 
though  it  has  been  a  matter  of  constant  complaint  and  un- 
easiness in  this  town.  That  your  Petitioners  have  ever  since 
carefully  obeyed  and  strictly  adhered  to  the  resolutions  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  Provincial  Congress,  and  General 
Assembly  of  this  Colony,  and  are  still  disposed  to  do  the 
same,  though  we  have  tiie  unhappiness  to  live  in  that  part 
of  the  Colony  where  some  of  the  resolves  and  orders  of  the 
General  Court  are  at  least  called  in  question,  if  not  really 
contenmed  and  disobeyed ;  and  thus  to  do,  we  think  ourselves 
holden  not  only  by  our  afore-mentioned  engageinent,  but  by 
virtue  of  every  consideration  which  can  influence  a  good 
member  of  society  to  desire  to  avoid  the  mischiefs  of  a  state 
of  anarchy  and  confusion  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  obtain  the 
blessings  of  order  and  good  government  on  the  other.  That 
the  Committee  of  this  town,  not  finding  themselves  otherwise 
empowered  to  tax  and  recover  said  costs,  have  procured  it  to 
be  inserted,  amongst  other  things,  as  an  article  in  the  warrant 
of  our  annual  town-meeting  for  the  present  year,  "  to  see  if 
the  town  will  direct  their  said  Committee  what  method  to 
take  to  recover  pay  for  handling  persons  that  apjieared  to  be 
inimical  to  their  country  lor  time  back  and  future."  Where- 
upon the  town,  by  their  vote,  (in  which  all  persons  who  had 
a  pretence  of  demands  for  costs  were  allowed  to  act,)  have 


1267 


MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL,  APRIL,  1776. 


1268 


directed  their  Committee  to  tax  said  costs,  botli  back  and 
future  ;  and  in  case  of  refusal  of  payment,  to  commit  the  per- 
son refusino-  to  Jail,  or  otherwise  confine  him  as  they  shall 
think  proper ;  all  which  your  Petitioners  think  to  be  repugnant 
to  the  fii'st  principles  of  English  liberty,  and  an  unrea- 
sonable and  illegal  exercise  of  the  powers  with  which  towns 
in  this  Colony  are  invested.  Your  Petitioners  cannot  but  be 
humbly  of  opinion,  that  so  long  as  they  make  the  resolves 
of  the  General  Congress,  and  of  this  honourable  Court,  the 
nde  of  their  conduct,  and  are  disposed  to  support  and  obey 
the  good  and  wiiolesome  laws  of  this  Province,  they  are 
entitled  to  protection,  and  are  to  be  viewed  and  treated  as 
friends  to  the  general  cause  of  America,  and  are  to  be  re- 
lieved against  all  arbitrary  and  illegal  attempts  of  any  person 
or  any  body  of  men  whatsoever.  Your  Petitioners,  there- 
fore, most  humbly  pray  that  this  honourable  Court  would 
take  the  premises  into  their  wise  consideration,  and  that 
they  would  make  such  orders  and  resolves  as  shall  give 
your  Petitioners  relief  from  the  affront  of  the  said  town 
order  and  vote,  if  your  Honoui-s  in  your  wisdom  shall  judge 
proper. 

On  reading  and  considering  the  foregoing  Petition  : 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Pitts- 
field  have  day  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  first  session 
of  the  next  General  Court,  or  Assembly  for  this  Colony,  to 
show  cause  in  the  said  Court,  if  any  they  have,  why  the 
prayer  of  die  said  Petition  should  not  be  granted  :  and  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  all  the  proceedings  against  die  said  Peti- 
tionee, or  either  of  them,  on  the  vote  and  order  of  the  said 
Town  of  Pittsfield,  mentioned  in  the  said  Petition,  so  far  as 
the  said  vote  relates  to  such  costs  and  charges  as  are  therein 
mentioned,  shall  be  stayed.  And  for  the  notifying  the  in- 
habitants of  the  said  town  of  the  contents  of  the  said  Pe- 
tition, and  this  order  thereon,  that  the  Petitioner  cause  the 
Town  Clerk  of  said  Pittsfield  to  be  served  with  a  copy  of 
the  said  Petition  and  this  Order,  attested  by  the  Secretary, 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

Read,  with  the  Answer  and  Papers  accompanying  it, 
and  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  committed  to  Colonel  Sartel, 
Mr.  Davis,  Captain  Washburn,  whh  Thomas  Cashing  and 
Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

In  the  Hoiue  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  Mr. 
Speaker,  Captain  Cutter,  and  Colonel  Thatcher,  be  a  Com- 
mittee, with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  to  con- 
sider his  Excellency  General  Washington's  Instructions  to 
General  Ward,  and  report. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  James  Otis  and 
Caleb  Cashing,  Esquires,  are  joined. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  April  8,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf, 
Caleb  Cushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whetcomb,  Eldad  Taylor, 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauney,  Michael  Farley,  Samuel  Holten, 
Moses  Gill,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Ordered,  That  the  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony  be 
directed  to  pay  out  the  stoppages  made  by  the  Officers  for 
Arms  and  Cartridge-Boxes,  supplied  by  any  private  persons, 
in  the  same  manner  as  for  those  supplied  by  the  Towns  or 
Officers. 

On  the  Petition  of  Thomas  Jones,  Commissary  of  the 
Forces  stationed  at  Naushan,  praying  for  directions  respect- 
ing the  building  Barracks  for  said  Forces, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Commissary  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Soldiere  on  said  station, 
to  build  as  many  Log-Houses  with  the  timber  on  said  Island 
as  will  be  sufficient  for  the  reception  of  seventy  or  eighty 
men,  and  the  said  Commissary  is  further  directed  to  procure 
nails  and  boards  sufficient  to  build  Cabins  and  cover  the 
roofs  of  said  Houses. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasuiy 
of  this  Colony,  to  Thomas  White,  die  sum  of  four  Pounds 
sixteen  Shillings,  in  full  for  two  months  wages  as  a  Ser- 
geant in  the  Continental  Army,  he  not  being  made  up  in 
any  Muster-RoU  for  said  service. 

Petition  of  Jonathan  Lowder,  setting  forth  :  That  he  has 
been  employed  as  a  Gunner  at  Fort  Pownall,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Thomas  Goldthwait,  Esq.,  and  has  done  his  duty 
in  said  office  to  the  acceptance  of  his  commander  and  other 


officers,  humbly  prays  your  Honours  that  they  would  grant 
him  a  warrant  for  his  ])ay  due  to  him  on  said  Goldthwaifs 
Pay-Roll,  for  the  Garrison  of  Fort  Pownall. 

Resolved,  That  Jonathan  Lowder  have  leave  to  draw 
his  Pay  that  is  made  up  to  him  on  Captain  Goldthwait's 
Pay- Roll,  for  his  services  as  a  Gunner  at  Fort  Poicnall;  and 
the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  is  ordered  to  pay  the  same. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  that  sundry  persons  have  pro- 
cured, and  are  now  using  means  to  procure,  from  without 
this  Colony,  quantities  of  Saltpetre,  or  the  materials  there- 
for, partly  wrought,  with  a  view  to  receive  from  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Colony  the  price  and  premium  promised  for 
such  as  should  be  manufactured  within  this  Colony  :  Where- 
fore, for  the  prevention  of  any  such  fraudulent  practices  and 
impositions  taking  ])lace,  it  is 

•  Resolved,  That  all  such  persons  as  are  or  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Court  to  receive  and  pay  for  Salt- 
petre manufactured  within  this  Colony,  be  directed,  and 
they  hereby  are  directed,  not  to  receive  and  pay  for  any 
quantity  that  may  be  brought  to  them  respectively  for  the 
use  of  the  Colony,  until  the  pereon  or  persons  bringing  the 
same  shall  take  an  oath — which  the  pereons  appointed  to 
receive  the  same  as  aforesaid  are  hereby  authorized  to  ad- 
minister— agreeable  to  the  form  following,  viz :  "  You,  A 
B,  solemnly  swear  that  the  whole  quantity  of  Saltpetre 
now  presented  by  you  was  manufactured  within  this  Colo- 
ny ;  and  that  neither  the  whole  nor  any  part  of  the  mate- 
rials from  which  it  was  extracted  were  brought  from  any 
place  without  the  limits  of  the  Colony.  So  help  you 
God." 

Whereas  an  order  passed  this  Court,  that  Caleb  Green 
have  liberty  to  receive  six  persons  out  of  the  Taunton  Jail, 
taken  from  the  Navy,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Wal- 
lace, at  Newport,  in  order  to  redeem  the  same  number  of 
men  lately  taken  by  him  on  their  passage  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Dartmouth ;  and  as  there  were  but  five  in  said  Jail, 
for  which  five  he  hath  received  five  men  taken  on  their 
passage  aforesaid,  one  yet  remains  on  board  Wallace : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  Charles  Arnold  be  allow- 
ed to  receive  of  the  Prison-keeper  in  Concord,  one  man, 
(a  sailor,  if  may  be,)  giving  his  bond  to  the  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Middlesex,  or  the  Keeper  of  said  Jail,  for  the 
use  of  this  Colony,  in  the  penal  sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  con- 
ditioned, that  in  case  he  shall  not  exchange  the  Prisoner 
whom  he  shall  receive  from  Concord  Jail  for  one  Joseph 
Russell,  now  on  board  die  said  Wallace,  he  shall  return  the 
Prisoner  to  the  said  Prison-keeper  in  Concord,  within  four- 
teen days  from  the  time  he  shall  receive  him,  the  said  Pri- 
soner ;  and  the  Keeper  of  said  Prison  is  hereby  directed  to 
conform  himself  according  to  this  order,  provided  the  said 
Arnold  shall  give  security  as  above  directed. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Roger  Deuch,  and  others,  the  sum  of 
fifty -two  Pounds  eighteen  Shillings  and  seven  Pence,  in  full 
of  their  Account  for  taking  care  of  the  Sick  in  Colonel 
Woodbridge's  Regiment. 

Petition  of  John  Kenney,  setting  forth  :  That  one  Captain 
Atkins,  of  Truro,  in  the  County  of  Barnstable,  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Committee  of  said  town,  to  escort  the  Pri- 
sonere  taken  in  the  Friendship,  Captain  Holmes,  master, 
and  had  a  sum  of  money  delivered  him  by  said  Committee 
to  bear  the  charges  thereof;  and  that  the  said  Captain  At- 
kins employed  your  Petitioner  to  cart  their  baggage  to 
Plymouth,  and  encouraged  your  Petitioner  he  should  be 
paid  for  the  same  out  of  the  money  put  into  his  hands  by 
said  Committee ;  notwithstanding,  the  said  Atkins  now  re- 
fuses to  pay  a  farthing ;  and  your  Petitioner. is  informed  that 
there  is  an  order  of  Court  for  the  said  baggage  to  be  deli- 
vered up  to  the  Prisoners  ;  your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly 
prays  that  your  Honours  would  allow  him  a  reasonable  re- 
ward for  his  services,  or  order  Mr.  Bartlett,  in  whose  hands 
the  goods  were  left,  not  to  deliver  them  to  the  owners  till 
they  pay  the  charge  of  transportation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Truro  be  directed  to 
pay  John  Kenney  so  much  of  his  Account  petitioned  for  as 
shall  be  thought  just  by  said  Committee,  out  of  the  Money 
found  on  board  the  Friendship,  and  lodge  their  Account 
widi  the  Judge  of  Admiralty  of  Plymouth,  for  allowance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning.     • 
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Tuesday,  April  9,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Grecnlcaf,  Wal- 
ter Spooner,  Caleb  Cusbing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  Joliii  Wlielcomh,  Elilad 
Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy,  Michael  Farley,  Jo- 
seph Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Moses  Gill,  and  Benjamin  White,  Es- 
quires. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Starkweather  be  excused  from  any 
further  attendance  on  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  Rolls  of  the  Minute-men  and  Sea-Coast  Men  ;  and  that 
Mr.  Hohart,  Colonel  Coffin,  and  Captain  Haydcn,  be  on  the 
Committee  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Starkweather,  Mr.  Turner, 
and  Mr.  Rawson. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Godfrey  be  of  the  Committee 
on  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  Instructions  to 
General  Ward,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Sj)eaker,  excused. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  State,  to  Richard  Thissell,  the  sum  of  four  Pounds 
four  Shillings,  in  full  discharge  of  what  his  Son  lost  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

Deposition  of  Dr.  John  Warren,  who  testifies  and  says : 
That  on  or  about  the  29th  day  of  March  last  past,  went 
into  the  Work-House  of  the  Town  of  Boston,  lately  impro- 
ved as  an  Hospital  by  the  British  troops  stationed  in  said 
town,  and  upon  examining  into  the  state  of  a  large  quan- 
tity of  Medicine  there  by  them  left,  (particularly  in  one  room, 
supposed  to  have  been  by  them  used  as  a  medicinal  store- 
room,) he  found  a  great  variety  of  medicinal  articles  lying 
upon  the  floor,  some  of  which  were  contained  and  secured 
in  papers,  whilst  others  were  scattered  upon  the  floor  loose. 
Amongst  these  medicines  observed  small  quantities  of  what 
he  supposed  was  white  and  yellow  arsenick  intermixed  ;  and 
then  received  information  from  Dr.  Sarmtel  Scott,  that  he 
had  taken  up  a  large  qliantity  of  said  arsenick,  from  over 
and  amongst  the  medicine,  and  had  collected  it  chiefly  in 
large  lumps,  and  secured  it  in  a  vessel.  Upon  receiving 
this  information,  desired  him  to  let  him  view  the  arsenick ; 
with  which  he  complied,  and  judge  it  to  amount  to  about 
the  quantity  of  twelve  or  fourteen  pounds.  Being  much 
surprised  by  this  extraordinary  intelligence,  he  more  minutely 
examined  the  medicine  on  the  floor,  and  found  them  to  be 
chiefly  capital  articles,  and  those  most  generally  in  great 
demand  ;  and  judging  them  to  be  rendered  entirely  unfit  for 
use,  he  advised  Dr.  Scott  to  let  them  remain,  and  by  no 
means  meddle  with  them,  as  he  thought  the  utmost  hazard 
would  attend  the  using  them.  Tiiey  were  accordingly 
suffered  to  remain,  and  no  account  was  taken  of  them. 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  the  above  Deposition  be  com- 
mitted to  Samuel  Holten,  Esq.,  with  Mr.  Whiting  and  Mr. 
Freeman. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  Fortifications 
are  necessary  to  be  made  for  the  security  of  the  Harbour 
of  Boston,  beg  leave  to  report :  That  the  Forts  upon  the 
Heights  of  Dorchester-Neck  have  not  one  cannon  left.  It 
is  thought  that  there  ought  to  be  field-pieces  or  small  can- 
non in  both  of  them.  The  works  upon  the  point  of  Dor- 
chester, next  the  Castle,  are  planned  too  large  for  present 
use ;  but  it  is  supposed  that  three  small  batteries  erected 
there,  of  three  or  four  cannon  each,  may  greatly  annoy  the 
enemy's  ships  in  their  passage  up  the  channel  to  Boston, 
and  will  also  secure  the  communication  between  said  point 
and  Castle-Island;  upon  which  Island  it  is  thought  by 
some  Engineers  that  there  ought  to  be  six  or  eight  cannon, 
upon  the  highest  point  of  it,  pointed  in  such  manner  as 
most  effectually  to  rake  the  channel,  and  prevent  ships  of  the 
enemy  from  coming  up.  Upon  Fort-Hill,  in  Boston,  is  a 
fort  laid  out,  upon  which  are  four  pieces  of  cannon,  mount- 
ed ;  two  others  are  brought  to  the  foot  of  the  Hill.  The 
fort  appears  to  be  well  constructed,  and  eight  or  ten  pieces 
of  heavy  cannon  are  thought  sufficient  for  it.  The  enemy's 
works  at  the  Hay  Market  Fortification  and  the  Brick  Kilns 
ought  to  be  demolished  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  pickets, 
timber,  plank,  platforms,  &.C.,  saved  for  our  own  use.  The 
platforms  may  be  saved  whole,  and  floated  to  any  of  the 
Islands  or  Dorchester-Point,  for  our  use.  Many  cannon, 
&.C.,  are  said  to  be  upon  wharves,  in  stores,  Sic,  in  Boston; 
which  ought  to  be  collected,  examined,  and  proved.  There 
are  Barracks  belonging  to  the  Continent,  which  may  be  ap- 
praised and  taken  for  Colonial  use. 

The  8th  instant,  a  boat  belonging  to  the  enemy  chased 
two  of  our  boats  up  nearly  to  Noddle's  Island,  in  full  day- 
light ;  and  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  they  have  been  up 


in  the  night  very  near  to  the  Town  of  Boston.  This  con- 
duct seems  to  demand  an  immediate  water  guard  by  night. 

It  is  also  thought  by  some  of  the  Engineei-s  that  hulks 
ought  to  be  immediately  sunk  in  the  channel ;  and  they  may 
be  raised  again  when  the  fortifications  are  finished.  It  is 
likewise  thought  best  that  there  should  be  two  or  three 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  proper  breastwork,  immediately 
placed  upon  the  south  end  of  Noddle's  Island,  before  the 
lower  works  are  finished.  This,  with  two  or  three  armed 
vessels  within  the  harbour,  will  probably  intimidate  the 
enemy,  otherwise  they  will  grow  bold  and  impudent. 

From  the  consideration  of  the  premises,  it  is  moved  that 
this  representation  be  laid  before  the  Committee  upon  the 
state  of  the  Colony,  and  that  they  be  desired  to  consider 
whether  the  publick  may  not  be  greatly  served  by  the 
appointment  of  an  officer  to  direct  and  superintend  the  de- 
molition of  the  works  to  be  demolished,  and  preserve  the 
materials  that  may  be  useful  to  us ;  also  to  direct  and  super- 
intend the  erecting  such  works,  in  such  manner,  as  may  be 
ordered  ;  and  also  to  collect,  examine,  and  prove,  such 
cannon,  fee,  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  disco\'ered,  and  to 
make  weekly  returns  to  this  Court  of  his  doings  in  these 
premises :  Provided  that  nothing  be  done  herein  which  may 
interfere  with  the  orders  given  to  the  Continental  General 
for  the  time  being,  commanding  upon  this  department. 

Read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of 
the  Colony. 

Whereas  it  is  apprehended  that  some  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony  may  be  induced,  from  a  regard  to  their  own 
interest,  to  employ  their  vessels  the  ensuing  season  in  the 
business  of  fishing ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  the  inconveniences 
they  may  be  exposed  to  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  prohibit- 
ing all  manner  of  trade  and  commerce  with  the  United  Co- 
lonies, and  declaring  forfeited  all  such  vessels  and  cargoes, 
&;c.,  as  shall  be  taken  belonging  to  the  same,  may  make 
over  the  property  of  their  vessels  to  some  inhabitants  of 
Nova-Scotia :  To  the  intent,  therefore,  that  no  inhabitant 
of  this  Colony  may  unwarily  go  into  such  a  method  of  con- 
duct. 

It  is  Resolved,  That  if  any  inhabitant  of  this  Colony  shall, 
upon .  any  pretence  whatever,  transfer  his  property  in  any 
vessel  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  Province  of  Nova-Scotia,  he 
will  thereby  violate  a  Resolve  of  the  Congress  prohibiting 
all  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  Province,  and  of 
course  may  expect  to  be  obliged  to  submit  to  the  pains  and 
penalties  due  to  such  an  offence. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  April  10,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Walter 
Spooner,  Caleb  Gushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whctcomb,  Jedediah 
Foster,  Eldad  Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy,  Micliad 
Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Moses  Gill,  Benjamin  White, 
Esquires. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  that  sundry  persons  have  pro- 
cured, and  are  now  using  means  to  procure  from  without 
this  Colony,  quantities  of  Saltpetre,  or  the  materials  there- 
for, partly  wrought,  with  a  view  to  receive  from  the  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony  the  price  and  premium  promised  for  such 
as  should  be  manufactured  within  this  Colony  ;  wherefore, 
for  the  prevention  of  any  such  fraudulent  practices  and  im- 
positions taking  place, 

It  is  Resolved,  That  all  such  persons  as  are,  or  may  be 
appointed  by  the  Generail  Court,  to  receive  and  pay  for  Salt- 
petre, manufactured  within  this  Colony,  be  directed,  and 
they  hereby  are  directed,  not  to  receive  and  pay  for  any 
quantity  that  may  be  brought  to  them  respectively  for  the 
use  of  the  Colony,  until  the  person  or  persons  bringing  the 
same  shall  take  an  oath,  which  the  person  or  persons  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  same  as  aforesaid  are  hereby  autho- 
rized to  administer,  agreeably  to  the  fomi  following,  viz  : 

"  You,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  that  no  part  of  the  Salt- 
petre now  presented  by  you,  was  extracted  from  materials 
in  any  measure  wrought  in  any  place  from  without  this 
Colony ;  but  that  the  process  of  the  manufacture  of  the 
whole  thereof  was  begun,  carried  on,  and  finisjied  within  the 
limits  of  this  Colony.     So  help  you  God." 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  New-Braintree,  the  sum 
of  twenty-three  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  in  full  of  their  Ac- 
count for  Provisions  supplied  the  Army. 
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Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
'of  this  Colony,  to  Noah  Goodman  and  Jfilliam  Fynchcon, 
Junior,  a  Committee  to  procure  Flour  for  tiie  Colony,  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the 
same. 

A  Letter  from  Jonathan  Glover,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
inittee  of  Correspondence  oi  Murhlehead,  respecting  a  num- 
ber of  Tories  taken  on  board  a  vessel  from  Boston,  bound 
to  Halifax.  Read,  and  committed  to  Joseph  Palmer,  Esq., 
with  Colonel  Cojjin  and  Mr.  Ilobart. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  Captain  Benjamin  Gage,  as  First  Major  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  County  o(  Essex,  in  the  room 
of  Major  Perky,  who  declines. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
(by  ballot)  of  James  Converse,  as  Colonel  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  in  the 
room  of  Joseph  Gilbert,  deceased  ;  and  also  of  Stephen  Rice, 
as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  same  Regiment,  in  the  room 
of  Joseph  Gilbert,  firet  appointed  to  that  otlice,  who  was 
elected  Colonel. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Petition  of  John  Story,  setting  forth  :  That  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  late  Congress  as  sub-Commissary  under  Mr. 
Pigeon,  to  Colonel  Little's  Regiment ;  that  he  faithfully  at- 
tended on  the  said  Regiment,  and  on  Mr.  Pigeon,  from  day 
to  day,  in  order  to  discharge  the  trust  committed  to  him, 
from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  1st  of  August,  as  appears  by 
the  annexed  account  and  certificate,  for  which  he  received 
no  allowance.  He  therefore  prays  your  Honours  would  be 
pleased  to  order  that  he  be  paid  the  ■amount  of  his  account 
for  his  trouble,  and  such  a  sum  for  his  expense  as  your 
Honours  may  think  proper. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  the  said  John  Story, 
the  sum  of  five  Pounds  five  Shillings,  in  full  of  his  Account 
for  serving  as  sub-Commissary  to  Colonel  Little's  Regi- 
ment. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday,  April  11,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Wal- 
ter Spooiier,  Caleb  Cushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whetcomb,  Jedc- 
diah  Foster,  Eldad  Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Charles  Chauncy, 
Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses 
Gill,  Benjamin  White,  Ksquires. 

Petition  of  Jacob  Martin  and  Nathaniel  Perley,  of  Ips- 
wich, in  the  County  of  Essex,  setting  forth :  That  one  of 
your  Petitioners  was  at  the  Island  of  St.  Peters,  (which  lies 
eastward  of  Cape  Breton ;)  he  applied  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  said  place  for  powder,  who  presented  him  with  a 
small  quantity,  although  the  Island's  stock  was  but  small ; 
that  the  commanding  officer  appeared  very  friendly  to  the 
American  cause,  and  mucji  pleased  with  their  proceedings, 
upon  your  Petitioners'  giving  him  an.  account  of  some  of 
them.  That  Monsieur  La  Beav,  the  principal  merchant  in 
said  Island,  (by  whom  the  others  are  much  influenced.) 
promised  one  of  your  Petitioners,  if  he  would  covenant  with 
liim,  he  would  obligate  himself  to  deliver  him  seventy-five 
barrels  of  jx)\vder  next  May,  and  that  if  it  was  not  in  the 
place  he  would  send  to  France  for  it.  That  if  this  honour- 
able Court  will  permit  your  Petitioners  to  go  with  their  ves- 
sel to  the  said  Island  of  St.  Peters,  or  some  other  French 
Islands,  with  a  load  of  lumber,  they  will  oblige  themselves, 
in  what  penalty  this  Court  shall  order,  to  bring  at  least  as 
much  powder  and  warlike  stores  into  this  Colony  as  the 
value  of  the  lumber  they  may  carry  out  is,  (provided  their 
vessel  is  not  lost  or  taken,)  and  will  give  ample  security  for 
their  performance ;  also,  that  they  will  deliver  the  same  to 
such  persons  as  this  Court  shall  appoint,  at  such  prices  as 
this  Court  gives  to  others.  That  your  Petitioners  make  no 
doubt  of  obtaining  the  value  of  their  lumber  there  in  powder 
and  warlike  stores,  which  they  humbly  think  will  be  of  con- 
siderable advdntage  to  this  Colony.  Your  Petitioners  there- 
fore humbly  pray  your  Honoui-s  to  take  this  matter  under 
jour  wise  consideration,  and,  if  it  shall  seem  meet,  grant 
them  leave  to  go  in  their  vessel  with  a  load  of  lumber  to  the 
said  Island  of  St.  Peters,  or  some  other  French  Islands,  for 
ihe  purpose  aforementioned. 


Read,  and  committed  to  Mr.  Story  and  Colonel  Ome, 
with  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Athol,  the 
sum  of  sixteen  Poimds  eight  Shillings  three  Pence  half-Pen- 
ny, in  full  of  their  Account  for  Provisions  supplied  the  Army. 
Resolved,  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Barnstable 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  and  fully  authorized  and  cm- 
powered,  immediately  to  take  into  his  possession  all  such 
India  Tea  and  English  Goods  as  were  brought  into  Barn- 
stable in  a  vessel  lately  arrived  there,  belonging  to  one  Solo- 
mon Davis,  and  commanded  by  one  Prince  Gorham  ;  and 
that  he  store  the  same  in  some  convenient  place,  till  the 
further  order  of  this  Court ;  and  that  the  Sheriff  aforesaid 
cite  the  said  Solomon  Davis  and  Prince  Gorham  to  attend 
this  Court  forthwith,  to  answer  their  conduct,  by  serving 
them  with  an  attested  copy  of  this  Resolve. 

Petition  of  IVilliam  King,  of  Great  Barrington,  setting 
forth :  That  he  being  appointed  to  raise  a  company  last  cam- 
paign in  Colonel  John  Fellows's  Regiment,  he  effected  the 
same,  and  was  accordingly  commissioned  by  the  Congress  of 
this  Colony ;  that  Mr.  SamtwJ  Breiver  was  returned  to  serve 
as  Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Gamaliel  IVhiting  as  Ensign  of  said 
company ;  that  previous  to  the  issuing  said  commissions, 
viz :  on  the  6th  day  of  May  last,  said  Mr.  Bretver  was,  by 
general  orders,  appointed  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army  at 
Roxbury,  in  which  station  he  continued  till  he  was  appointed 
Major  of  Brigade,  in  which  last  station  he  continued  till  the 
close  of  the  campaign.    Mr.  Breiver  was,  however,  commis- 
sioned Lieutenant,  and  Air.  JVhiting  Ensign,  of  said  com- 
pany, in  consequence  of  the  aforementioned  return  to  Con- 
gress.    General  Thomas,  who  then  commanded  the  Army 
at  Roxbury,  being  acquainted  with  the  promotion  of  Mr. 
Breiver,  and  judging  that  a  company  complete  with  men 
ought  likewise  to  be  provided  with  officers,  ordered  that 
Mr.  fVhiting  should  do  duly  and  be  obeyed  as  Lieutenant, 
and  Mr.  Nathaniel  Crittenton  as  Ensign  of  said  company  ; 
who  did  their  duty  and  took  their  rank  accordingly  in  their 
company  and  regiment,  and  agreeable  thereto  were-commis- 
sioned  by  the  Continental  Congress.     Your  Honours'  Me- 
morialist therefore  has  on  the  Muster-Roll  of  his  company 
borne  Mr.  Whiting  Lieutenant,  and  Mr.  Crittenton  Ensign ; 
but  finding  he  must  make  oath  that  the  officers  borne  on  said 
Roll  were  commissioned  by  Congress  as  he  had  borne  them, 
declined  taking  the  oath ;  and  should  Mr.  Brewer  be  borne 
Lieutenant  and  Mr.  Whiting  Ensign  on  said  Muster-Roll, 
an  equal  difficulty  would  accme  in  taking  the  subsetjuent 
part  of  the  oath  prescribed,  viz :  "  That  they  did  duty  ac- 
cordingly," for  Mr.  Brewer  never  did  a  tour  of  duty  in  the 
company ;  Mr.  Whiting di\di  the  duty  of  Lieutenant,  and  Mr. 
Crittenton  the  duty  of  Ensign,  to  the  end  of  the  campaign. 
By  reason  of  the  aforesaid  difficulties  and  embarrassments, 
the  Muster-Roll  aforesaid  is  not  passed,  to  the  great  damage 
of  said  company,  thirty-three  of  whom  are  now  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  and  in  great  want  of  their  pay,  as  are  those 
who  have  returned  home.    Your  Memorialist  begs  leave  fur- 
ther to  observe,  that,  being  under  marching  orders,  will  be 
obliged  to  leave  the  said  Muster-Roll  unsettled,  unless  some 
way  be  provided  in  which  it  may  be  passed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petitioner  be  directed  to  bear  on  his 
said  Muster-Roll  the  names  of  the  said  Gamaliel  Whiting 
as  Lieutenant,  and  Nathaniel  Crittenton  as  Ensign,  and  that 
upon  the  said  Petitioner  making  oath  that  the  said  Lieu- 
tenant and  Ensign  have  served  and  done  duty  agreeable  to 
the  return  made  by  the  said  Muster-Jioll,  the  Committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  Muster-Rolls  be,  and  hereby  are, 
directed  to  pass  said  Roll  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  said 
Lieutenant  and  Ensign  had  been  commissioned  to  those  re- 
spective offices,  the  said  Brewer  having  been  commissioned 
Lieutenant,  and  the  said  Whiting  Ensign,  in  anywise  not- 
withstanding. 

Voted,  That  Beating  Orders  should  be  sent  to  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  for  inlisting  the  Regiment  to  be  raised  to 
fortify  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston,  viz : 
In  the  County  of  Suffolk:  Aaron  Guild,  Captain;  Ebc- 

nezer  Dean,  Jun.,  Lieutenant ;   John  Ellis,  the  tliird, 

Second  Lieutenant. 
In  the  County  of  Essex:    Samuel  King,  Captain;  Silas 

Marble,  First  Lieutenant ;  Benjamin  Peabody,  Second 

Lieutenant. 
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In  the  County  of  Middlesex:  Ahishai  Brown,  Captain; 
Elijah  Danforth,  Firet  Lieutenant;  Thomas  Richard- 
son, Second  Lieutenant. 

In  the  County  of  Bristol:  Zebedee  Reading,  Captain ; 
Isaac  Fisher,  First  Lieutenant;  Abel  Babbit,  Second 
Lieutenant. 

In  the  County  of  Worcester:  Jonathan  Cavil,  Captain; 
David  Bouty,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Davidson, 
Second"  Lieutenant.  Nathaniel  White,  Captain  ;  Ebc- 
nezer  Sanderson,  First  Lieutenant;  William,  Warner, 
Second  Lieutenant. 

In  the  County  of  Hampshire:  Josiah  Smith,  Captain; 
Richard  Tallci/,  First  Lieutenant ;  Noah  Warren,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant. 

In  the  Counties  of  Plymouth  and  Barnstable :  Nathaniel 
Winsloiv,  Captain  ;  Joseph  Griffith,  First  Lieutenant ; 
John  Gill,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  for  the  common  safety  that  the 
Ordnance  and  Stores  be  removed  according  to  the  directions 
of  his  Excellency  General  Washington:  And  whereas  it 
lias  been  made  to  appear  to  this  Court  that  Teams  neces- 
sary to  transport  the  same  cannot  be  procured  in  the  ordi- 
nary way : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  several 
Towns  in  this  Colony  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  ordered  to 
give  all  possible  aid  and  assistance  to  Colonel  Henry  Knox, 
of  the  train  of  Artillery,  in  removing  and  conveying  said 
Ordnance  and  Stores  through  this  Colony,  on  their  way  to 
New-York;  and  in  case  the  inhabitants  of  said  Colony 
refuse  to  supply  Teams  or  other  necessary  means  of  con- 
veyance, said  Selectmen,  or  any  two  of  them,  in  any  town 
in  this  Colony,  are  empowered  and  directed  to  impress 
in  said  town,  so  many  Teams  as  are  necessary  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  said  Knox  paying  a  reasonable  price  for 
the  same. 

Whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  not  only  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Boston,  but  of  this  whole  Colony,  that  the 
Town  and  Harbour  of  said  Boston  should  be  effectually 
fortified  and  secured  against  any  attacks  from  the  enemy ; 
and  as  the  Continental  Forces  left  and  stationed  in  and 
about  said  town  are  not  sufficient,  in  the  judgment  of  this 
Court,  with  the  variety  of  other  important  duties  assigned 
them,  to  throw  up  and  defend  all  those  works  which  sound 
policy  would  dictate  for  the  purpose  aforesaid : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  there  be  immediately  raised 
eight  Companies,  consisting  of  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants, 
four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one  Drammer,  one  Fifer,  and 
seventy-seven  Privates ;  which  Companies  shall  constitute 
one  Regiment,  to  be  under  the  field  command  of  one  Colo- 
nel, one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  one  Major,  Field-Officers, 
Captains,  and  Subaltems ;  all  of  which  shall  be  appointed 
by  this  Court  and  commissionated  by  the  Council ;  the  Non- 
commissioned Officers  shall  be  chosen  by  their  respective 
Companies,  and  each  Officer  and  Private  Soldier  shall  be 
holden  to  serve  from  the  day  of  their  engaging  or  inlisting 
in  the  said  service  until  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  un- 
less the  service  should  admit  of  their  discharge  sooner.  And 
the  Officers  of  the  several  Regiments  and  Companies  of  Mi- 
litia in  the  respective  Counties  in  this  Colony  are  hereby 
directed,  without  fail,  to  afford  their  utmost  assistance  in  the 
raising  of  the  said  Companies  with  the  greatest  despatch,  as 
they  regard  die  interest  of  their  country,  and  the  approba- 
tion of  this  Court. 

And  it  is  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
each  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  as  wages  for  every  calen- 
dar month  during  their  continuance  in  the  said  service,  the 
following  sums  respectively,  viz : 

Colonel,    -     -       £12  0  Sergeant,      -     -     -  £2  8 
Lieutenant-Colonel,    9  12  Corporal  and  Drum- 
Major,       -     -     -       8  0  mer,    -     -     -     -      2  4 
Captain,    -     -     -       6  0  Fifer    and     Private 
First  Lieutenant,         4  0  Soldier,     -     -     -      2  0 
Second  Lieutenant,     3  10 

And  the  time  of  service  of  each  Non-Commissioned  Officer 
and  Soldier  shall  be  computed  from  the  fourth  day  next  pre- 
ceding their  marching  from  home  to  the  time  of  their  dis- 
charge, and  allowing  for  return  home  ;  that  is  to  say,  at  the 
rate  of  one  day  for  every  twenty  miles  travel ;  also  there 
shall  be  allowed  one  penny  per  mile  to  each  man  to  com- 
pensate his  expenses  in  his  travel  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 


and  at  the  same  rate  to  bear  his  expenses  in  his  return  home, 
his  travelling  expense  to  the  Camp  to  be  paid  by  himself, 
and  each  man  to  be  compensated  at  the  rate  abovesaid 
upon  his  arrival  at  the  Camp. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  each  Non-Commissioned 
Officer  and  Private  Soldier  shall  be  equipped  and  provided 
with  a  good  effective  Fire-arm  and  Bayonet,  a  Cartridge 
Box,  Knapsack,  and  Blanket ;  and  no  Non-Commissioned 
Officer  and  Private  Soldier  shall  be  allowed  to  pass  muster 
without  he  is  equipped  and  provided. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  said  Regiment  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  supplied  with  the  following  subsistence,  viz  :  One 
pound  of  bread  per  day  ;  half  pound  of  beef  and  half  pound 
of  jiork,  and  if  pork  cannot  be  had,  one  and  one-fourth  pound 
of  beef,  and  one  day  in  seven  they  shall  have  one  and  one- 
fourth  pound  of  salt  fish  instead  of  one  day's  allowance  of 
meat  per  day,  if  to  be  had ;  one  pint  of  milk,  or  if  milk 
cannot  be  had,  one  gill  of  rice,  per  day  ;  one  quart  of  spruce 
or  malt  beer,  or  one  pint  of  cider,  per  day,  if  to  be  had ; 
one  gill  of  peas  or  beans,  or  other  sauce  equivalent,  per  day  ; 
six  ounces  of  butter  per  week  ;  one  pound  of  good  common 
soap  for  six  men  per  week ;  half  pint  of  vinegar  per  week 
per  man  if  it  can  be  had. 

And  there  shall  be  appointed  by  this  Court  for  said  Re- 
giment, one  Adjutant,  one  Chaplain,  one  Commissary,  one 
Quartermaster,  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Surgeon's  Mate,  to  be 
upon  the  following  establishment  of  pay  by  the  calendar 
months,  viz: 

Adjutant,  -    -         £5  10     Quartermaster,  £3  0 

Chaplain,  -     -    -       6     0     Surgeon,     -     -     .       7  0 
Commissary,  -     -       4     0     Surgeon's  Mate,    -       4  0 

And  the  Commissary-General  is  hereby  directed,  as  soon 
as  a  Commissary  is  chosen  for  the  above  purpose,  to  deliver 
to  him  a  sufficient  number  of  Tents,  utensils  to  cook  in,  and 
Intrenching  Tools  for  said  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  by  this  Court 
to  purchase  Wood  and  Hay  for  the  Continental  Army,  be 
directed  to  apply  to  the  Quartermaster-General  of  the  Con- 
tinental Forces,  or  his  Deputy,  or  under  Quartermaster,  for 
a  settlement  of  their  Accounts,  and  for  the  whole  amount 
of  the  several  sums  due  to  this  Colony  for  Wood  and  Hay, 
which  the  said  Committee  have  purchased  and  sent  to  the 
said  Army,  and  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  are  due  to  them  for 
their  services  and  expenses.  And  the  said  Committee  are 
further  directed,  upon  their  receiving  of  the  said  Quarter- 
master such  sums  which  are  due  as  aforesaid,  to  make  report 
thereof  to  this  House,  and  likewise  to  pay  back  the  Moneys 
they  received  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury  for  the  aforesaid 
purpose  of  purchasing  said  articles,  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq., 
Receiver-General,  and  take  his  receipt  therefor. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  April  12,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenlcaf, 
Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whctcomb, 
Jedediah  Foster,  Eldad  Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Michael  P'arley, 
Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  Benjamin 
White,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  the  form  of  the  Beating  Orders  and  In- 
listment  for  raising  one  Regiment,  consisting  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  men,  into  this  Colony  service,  to 
defend  and  secure  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston,  on  the 
establishment  made  by  this  Court  from  the  9th  of  this 
insUnt,  April,  until  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  be  as 
follows,  viz  : 

"To 

"  You  are  hereby  empowered  immediately  to  inlist  a  Com- 
pany, to  consist  of  eighty-eight  able-bodied  and  effective 
men,  including  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  as 
soldiers  in  the  service  of  this  Colony,  to  defend  and  secure 
the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston,  (the  non-commissioned 
officers  to  be  raised  by  their  respective  Companies,)  and 
cause  them  to  pass  muster  as  soon  as  possible. 

« day  of  ...  .  1776." 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby  severally  inlist  ourselves 
into  die  service  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  to 

serve  in  a  Company  whereof is  Captain, 

untU  the  1st  day  of  December  next,  unless  the  service  should 
admit  of  our  discharge  sooner ;  and  each  of  us  do  engage  to 
furnish  and  carry  with  us  into  the  service,  a  good  effective 
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fire-arm  and  bayonet  if  to  be  obtained,  cartridge-box,  knap- 
sack, and  blanket ;  and  wlien  formed,  we  engage  to  march 
to  the  Town  of  Boston,  or  such  place  within  this  Colony 
as  the  General  Court  of  said  Colony  shall  appoint ;  and  do 
hereby  oblige  ourselves  faithfully  to  observe  and  obey  all 
such  orders  as  we  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  our 
superior  officers." 

In  the  Home  of  Representatives :  Resolved,  That  the 
following  Officers  and  Seamen  be  appointed  for  each  of  the 
Vessels  now  building  by  this  Colony,  and  the  pay  per  month 
allowed  them,  agreeable  to  the  sums  affixed,  viz  : 
Captain,  -  -  -  £8  0  0  Carpenter's  Mate,  £2  4  0 
Lieutenant,  -  -  -  5  8  0  Surgeon,  -  -  -  7  0  0 
Second  Lieutenant,  5  0  0  Surgeon's  Mate,  -  4  0  0 
Master,  -  -  -  -  4  0  0  Quartermaster  and 
Mate,  -  -  -  -  3  0  0  Master-at-Arms,  2  10  0 
Boatswain,  -  -  -  3  0  0  Pilot,  -  -  -  -  2  18  0 
Boatswain's  Mate,  -  2  4  0  Cook,  -  -  -  -  2  4  0 
Steward,  -  -  -  2  8  0  Drummer,  -  -  -  2  4  0 
Gunner,  -  -  -  2  8  0  Sixteen  Boys,  at  -  10  0 
Gunner's  Mate,  -  2  4  0  Eighty  Seamen  and 
Carpenter,  -  -  -  3  0  0  Marines,  -  -  -  2  0  0 
All  of  which  Officers,  Seamen,  and  Marines,  shall  furnish 
tliemselves  with  a  good  effective  Fire-aim,  Cartouch-box, 
Cutlass,  and  Blanket. 

And  be  it  further  Resolved,  That  the  Captains  be  ap- 
pointed as  soon  as  may  be ;  which  Captains,  when  chosen, 
shall  return  a  list  of  persons  suitable  for  the  other  offices, 
and  shall  proceed  to  inlist  the  number  of  Seamen,  Marines, 
and  Boys,  proposed. 

And  for  further  encouragement  to  said  Officers,  Seamen, 
and  Marines, 

It  is  {mthei  Resolved,  That  they  shall  be  entitled  to  one- 
third  of  the  proceeds  of  all  captures  that  shall  be  by  them 
made,  and  finally  condemned,  to  be  distributed  in  such  man- 
ner as  this  Court  shall  hereafter  determine ;  and  the  said 
Vessels  shall  be  armed  and  mounted  with  at  least  twelve 
carriage-guns,  all  one  size,  viz :  six-pounders ;  and  with  a 
proper  number  of  swivels  and  cohoms.  And  the  honour- 
able Council  are  hereby  desired  to  commission  them  to 
cruise  against  all  property,  agreeable  to  the  late  resolves  of 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers of  the  Regiment  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  Boston, 
&,c.,  be  paid  one  month's  advance  wages. 

Petition  of  John  Ashley  and  others,  in  the  County  of 
Berkshire,  setting  forth :  That  from  our  known  attachment 
to  that  order  and  subordination  which  is  necessary  for  the 
existence  and  well-being  of  society,  we  are  set  up  by  a  few 
unthinking,  rash,  and  designing  men,  as  the  butts  of  popular 
resentment,  and  are  (as  well  as  your  Honours)  by  them  re- 
presented as  seeking  our  own  private  emolument  only  at  the 
expense  of  the  interest  of  the  people.  And  although  every 
step  by  us  taken  to  lay  open  and  manifest  the  conduct  of 
tliese  incendiaries  is,  by  them,  blazed  abroad  as  an  evidence 
of  our  guilt  and  rapacity,  yet  we  should  hold  ourselves  inex- 
cusable if,  at  the  present  alarming  crisis,  we  should  neglect 
to  inform  your  Honours  of  some  late  transactions  which 
have  taken  place  in  this  country. 

The  Reverend  Thomas  Allen,  of  Pittsfield,  for  a  long 
time  past  seems  to  have  been  restless  in  his  endeavours  to 
raise  the  prejudice  of  the  people  against  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  this  Colony,  and  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
authority  of  the  same ;  in  order  to  effijct  which,  and  pre- 
vent the  Court  of  Sessions  sitting  at  Pittsfield,  on  the  last 
Tuesday  of  February  last,  he,  with  his  associates,  procured 
a  meeting  of  divers  people  of  this  country,  by  the  appella- 
tion of  Committee  of  Inspection,  to  be  called  at  Pittsfield, 
on  the  last  Monday  of  said  February ;  previous  to  which 
meeting,  and  in  order  properly  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Richmont  (who  of  late  had  almost  unanimously 
voted  to  adhere  to  and  support  the  present  Constitution  of 
Government)  to  fall  in  with  the  schemes  of  said  Allen, 
he,  on  a  Sabbath  evening,  in  said  Richmont,  delivered  a 
discourse,  in  the  form  of  a  Sermon,  to  a  large  number  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  Richmont,  and,  among  other  things,  in- 
formed his  auditory  that  the  present  Constitution  of  this 
Colony,  as  established  in  consequence  of  the  advice  and 
recommendation  of  the  Continental  Congress,  is  oppressive, 
defective,  and  rotten  to  the  very  core ;  that  it  ought  not,  by 


any  means,  to  be  submitted  to ;  that  your  Honours  and  the 
honourable  House  of  Representatives  were  a  number  of 
designing  men,  who  sought  after  emolument  for  youreelves, 
your  children,  and  friends,  without  any  regard  to  the  good 
of  the  people,  and  that  you  ought  to  be  opposed  ;  and  many 
such  like  things,  which  will  appear  by  the  depositions  here- 
with sent  to  your  Honours.  The  people,  being  accustom- 
ed to  pay  great  regard  to  the  sacred  character  of  a  priest, 
and  to  receive  for  truth  and  sound  doctrine  everything  deli- 
vered by  a  clergyman,  the  aforementioned  harangue,  together 
with  Mr.  Allen! s  private  exhortations  and  advice,  had  the 
desired  effect,  and  the  people  were  inflamed  to  the  degree 
the  preacher  designed.  The  time  of  the  meeting  of  the 
aforementioned  Committees  being  come,  Mr.  Allen  (though 
not  a  member  of  the  same)  appeared  as  the  chief  agitator 
and  spokesman,  and,  after  having  read  a  pamphlet  called 
Common  Sense,  as  his  text,  and  made  great  reflections  upon 
the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  as  his  doctrine  and 
improvement,  he  produced  a  large  number  of  resolves  by 
himself  previously  compiled,  which  were  put  and  voted 
by  a  majority  of  the  people  present ;  a  copy  of  which  re- 
solves, together  with  the  protests  of  the  dissentients,  we 
herewith  send  to  your  Honours.  The  people  being  infla- 
med, no  Court  was  suffered  to  sit,  and  they  immediately  took 
away  such  commissions  from  the  civil  officers  of  the  County 
on  which  they  could  lay  their  hands,  and  we  are  reduced  to 
a  state  of  anarchy  and  confusion.  We  would  hope  the 
people  may  soon  see  the  folly  of  their  proceedings,  and 
return  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  ;  but  as  long  as  such  incen- 
diaries are  tolerated,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected.  We  hope 
your  Honours  will  take  some  wise  steps  for  our  relief. 

Read,  and  conunitted,  whh  the  Papei-s  accompanying  it, 
to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  having  represented  to  this 
Court  the  necessity  of  his  being  furnished  with  one  or  more 
Iron  Chests,  for  the  better  security  of  Colony  property. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  Henry  Gardner,  Esquire,  Re- 
ceiver-General, be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  take  into 
his  possession  the  Iron  Chests,  together  with  the  Weights 
and  Measures,  Steelyards  and  Scales,  which  belong  to  this 
Colony,  and  were  in  the  hands  of  Harrison  Gray,  the  former 
Treasurer,  the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esquire,  giving  his  Re- 
ceipt for  said  articles  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  this 
Court  to  take  into  their  possession  the  effects  of  enemies  to 
the  liberties  of  America  in  the  Town  of  Boston,  said  Com- 
mittee rendering  an  Account  of  the  same  to  this  Court. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  this  Court  appointed 
to  see  to  the  fortifying  of  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  be  direct- 
ed immediately  and  without  fail  to  procure  the  removal  from 
Castle-Island  all  the  Cannon  and  Carriages  thereon,  which 
are  capable  of  being  made  fit  for  use  ;  and  if  the  removal 
of  the  said  Cannon  and  Carriages  cannot  be  effected  without 
incurring  an  expense  to  diis  Government,  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  effect  the  said  business, 
whatever  expense  may  be  necessary  therefor. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lovell  be  of  the  Committee  for 
fortifying  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  SvMi- 
van,  excused. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Brown,  of  Boston,  be  on  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  see  to  fortifying  the  Harbour  of  Boston, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Gushing,  excused. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  more  effectually  fortifying  and 
securing  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston,  the  Committee 
already  ai)pointed  for  that  purpose  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  directed  and  empowered  to  purchase  a  sufficient  number 
of  old  Ships  or  Vessels,  and  cause  them  to  be  sunk  in  the 
Channel  between  the  Middle-Ground  and  Castle-Rocks,  so 
called,  in  said  Harbour,  for  preventing  any  Vessels  of  above 
two  hundred  tons  entering  the  same ;  and  that  the  said 
Committee  execute  said  orders  without  loss  of  time,  and 
lay  their  Accounts  before  this  Court  for  allowance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


Saturday,  April  13,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Wal- 
ler Spooner,  Caleb  Gushing,  John  Winthrop,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John 
Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Koster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher, 
Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Sawyer  be  empowered  and  di- 
rected to  sign  the  Beating  Orders  to  be  given  out  for  inlist- 
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ing  a  Regiment  to  fortify  the  Harbour  of  Boston,  and  pro- 
cure a  sufficient  number  of  the  same,  together  with  the  form 
of  Inlistment  and  Establishment,  printed  and  distributed  ; 
and  that  the  Beating  Orders  be  directed  to  all  the  Officers 
proposed  for  each  Company,  with  the  rank  which  they  are 
proposed  to  sustain,  provided  they  can  raise  their  Companies. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  David  Curtis,  the  sum  ol'  eighteen 
Shillings,  in  full  for  his  son's  board  while  wounded. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  preventing  the  forging  and 
altering  Bills  of  Publick  Credit  and  for  their  depreciation, 
and  for  making  them  a  tender  in  all  payments,"  having 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  enacted. 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

A  Bill  for  amending  An  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  for  the 
encouraging  the  fixing  out  of  Armed  Vessels  for  the  defence 
of  America,"  having  passed  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  be  enacted : 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  British 
Army,  with  their  wives  and  children,  be  sent  to  General 
Ward,  and  that  Caleb  Wheaton  and  others,  who  were  taken 
on  board  the  Brig  Sally,  by  Captain  John  Manly,  be  sent 
to  this  Court  for  examination,  except  the  women  and  chil- 
dren ;  and  them  (exclusive  of  the  soldiers'  wives  and  chil- 
dren) to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence of  Marblehead,  in  that  way  and  manner  that  shall  be 
the  least  charge  to  Government ;  and  that  Brigadier  Farley 
be  desired,  in  season,  to  collect  the  accounts  of  the  neces- 
sary expenses  attending  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
these  and  all  the  other  persons  taken  on  board  the  same 
vessel,  and  endeavour  to  have  the  same  discharged  out  of 
the  moneys  arising  on  the  sales  of  the  cargo  and  effects  found 
on  board  the  said  vessel. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  April  15,  1776. 
Present  in  Council:  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Wal- 
ter Spooner,  Eldad  Taylor,  James  Prescott,  Michael  Farley,  Caleb 
Gushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  Samuel 
Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  state  of  the  Co- 
lony, beg  leave  to  report :  That,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  highly 
expedient  that  the  cannon  on  Castle- Island,  or  such  of  them 
at  least  as  are  fit  for  use,  or  may  soon  be  rendered  so,  should 
be  immediately  removed  from  thence  to  the  Town  of  Boston, 
or  other  safe  and  convenient  place.  And  that  the  Committee 
appointed  to  see  to  the  fortifying  the  Harbour  of  Boston  be 
directed  to  apply  to  General  Ward,  to  order  some  part  of 
the  Army  under  his  command  to  effect  the  removal  of  them 

°  ^'  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  j7er  order. 

Read,  and  accepted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Account  of 
Benjamin  Mills,  reported  :  That  they  had  attended  that  ser- 
vice, and,  upon  examination  of  the  same,  found  them  fairly 
stated,  and  well  vouched ;  and  that  the  said  Benjamin  re- 
ceived of  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  Treasurer  for  the  Colony, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  Pounds,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  blankets  ;  that  the  said  Benjamin  hath 
supplied  one  hundred  and  six  blankets,  of  the  value  of  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  Pounds  nine  Shillings  ;  so  that  there 
remains  due  to  the  Colony  aforesaid  the  sum  of  seventy- 
seven  Pounds  eleven  Shillings,  as  the  just  balance  due  fi-oin 
the  said  Benjamin. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Benjamin  pay  unto 
the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  Treasurer  as  aforesaid,  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  seventy-seven  Pounds  eleven  Shillings,  as 
the  just  balance  due  as  aforesaid  ;  whose  receipt  for  the 
same  shall  be  a  discharge  in  full  for  the  said  Benjamin  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninty-five  Pounds,  by  him  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Benjamin  Mills,  the  sum  of  three  Pounds 
seventeen  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  in  full  for  Blankets  lost 
out  of  those  purchased  by  said  Mills  for  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Depositions  of  Doctor  John  Warren, 
Daniel  Scott,  and  Frederick  Ridgely,  respecting  a  quantity 


of  Medicines  left  in  the  Workshop  of  the  Town  of  Boston, 
lately  improved  as  an  Hospital  by  the  British  Troops,  be 
])ublished  in  the  Watertown  Newspaper,  by  order  of  the 
General  Court. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Commissary's  Accounts,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port: That  they  have  examined  the  Account  of  Colonel 
Beriah  Norton,  as  exhibited  up  to  the  4th  of  this  instant, 
April,  and  find  the  same  right  cast  and  well  vouched. 
That  four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings 
and  eight  Pence  have  been  advanced  for  Provisions  and 
other  necessaries  by  the  said  Colonel  Norton,  for  the  sea- 
coast  service.  That  a  balance  of  eighty-six  Pounds  four- 
teen Shillings  and  five  Pence,  appears  due  to  said  Colonel 
Norton;  and,  notwithstanding  he  has  not  been  able  to  ex- 
hibit at  this  time  a  particular  account  of  the  disposal  of 
every  article,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  should 
receive  his  second  payment,  agreeable  to  the  establishment 
made  for  the  service  aforesaid,  he  being  further  accountable. 
Charles  Chavucy,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Colonel  Norton  receive  his 
second  payment,  agreeable  to  tlie  establishment  aforesaid, 
he  being  further  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Benjamin  Mills,  Esquire,  for  the  use  of 
Thomas  Rogers,  in  full  for  a  Gun  improved  by  George 
Mills,  in  the  service  the  last  summer,  and  not  returned  to 
said  Rogers,  the  sum  of  two  Pounds  four  Shillings,  in  full  of 
said  Gun. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  April  16,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Wal- 
ter Spooner,  Caleb  Gushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  Eldad  Taylor,  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  John  Whet- 
comb, Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Jabez  Fisher,  Benjamin  White, 
Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  raid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  John  Taylor,  Esquire,  Captain  John 
Greenleaf,  and  Mr.  James  Noble  Shannon,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  two  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  by  them  applied  for 
the  purchasing  of  Ammunition,  Salt,  Com,  &;c.,  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  several  Committees  in  the  eastern  parts  of  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  for  supplying  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Edmund  Sawyer,  of  Newbury, 
be  joined  to  Mr.  Tufts,  of  Newburyport,  in  the  business  of 
inspecting,  receiving,  and  paying  for  Saltpetre. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Partridge  and  Mr.  Pitts  be  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Instructions  of  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  to  the  Honourable  General  Ward,  in  the  room 
of  Brigadier  Godfrey  and  Mr.  Cutter,  absent.  And  the 
Committee  are  enjoined  to  sit  forthwith. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Lieutenant  Andrew  Gilman,  the  sum  of 
twenty-three  Pounds  eight  Shillings,  in  full  for  his  wages  and 
billeting  to  this  day,  and  that  he  be  discharged  from  the 
service  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Colonel  Josiah  Whitney,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  nineteen  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and  one 
Penny,  in  full  of  his  abstract  of  the  pay  due  to  the  Officers 
and  Soldiers  in  his  Regiment,  from  the  time  of  their  engaging 
to  the  day  they  marched  to  Camp. 

Whereas  his  Excellency  General  Washington  has  given 
it  in  orders  to  General  Ward  to  comply  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  Council  or  General  Court,  respecting  the  forces  under 
his  command,  so  far  as  are  consistent  with  his  particular 
orders : 

Therefore  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  that  all 
Colonel  Glover's  Regiment,  now  at  Beverley,  excepting  one 
hundred  and  sixty  men,  including  the  proper  officers,  be  re- 
moved to  Boston,  to  assist  in  fortifying  said  Town  and  Har- 
bour ;  and  that  one  hundred  and  sixty  men,  including  the 
proper  officers,  are  sufficient  to  be  kept  on  Bunker's  Hill, 
to  be  employed  in  levelling  the  lower  lines  of  that  work  next 
Prospect  and  Winter  Hills,  and  to  guard  the  works  there, 
as  well  as  the  Town  of  Charlestown. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  a  Beacon  be  erected  at 
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Cape-Anne,  on  the  Height  of  Govemour'a  Hill,  so  called  ; 
another  at ]\Iarblehea<I, on  the  heiglit  of  the  land  there;  one 
at  Boston,  on  the  usual  place,  and  another  on  the  height  of 
the  Blue-Hills,  in  Stmt^hton,  near  Milton ;  and  that  the 
Selectmen,  or  any  two  of  them,  in  any  of  the  towns  where 
such  Beacon  is  situated,  with  any  two  or  more  of  the  com- 
missioned officers  nearest  to  said  Beacon,  shall  have  the  care 
of  them  ;  and  when  an  enemy's  fleet  is  discovered,  shall  fire 
tliree  alarm  guns ;  and  where  there  are  bells  in  said  towns 
where  said  Beacons  are,  shall  cause  them  to  be  set  ringing 
and  the  Beacon  to  be  tired,  with  all  expedition. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  not  more  than  one 
quarter  part  of  the  stores  of  Powder  ought  to  be  kept  at 
Boston,  until  the  Harbour  is  well  fortified  ;  and  that  the  other 
three-quarters  ought  to  be  kept  in  the  Stores  or  Magazuies 
at  Charlesioivn,  Cambridge,  and  JVatertoivn. 

Petition  of  Beulah  Ball,  of  Spencer,  Widow,  setting  forth  : 
That  she  is  appointed  Administratrix  on  the  estate  of  her  late 
husband,  John  Ball,  deceased  ;  that  said  deceased's  personal 
estate  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  his  just  debts ;  that  it  would  be 
greatly  injurious  to  the  interest  of  the  Real  Estate  to  liave  it 
sold  in  parcels ;  that  the  buildings  are  considerably  out  of 
repair;  that  your  Petitioner  has  six  young  children,  whose 
respective  parts  would  be  much  more  profitable  to  them  by 
having  the  place  sold  and  their  shares  put  to  interest,  than 
it  could  be  by  having  their  shares  in  land,  after  such  a  part 
is  sold  as  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  pay  the  debts.  For 
which  reason  your  Petitioner  humbly  prays  that  she  may 
have  leave  of  this  honourable  Court  to  sell  the  aforemen- 
tioned deceased's  Real  Estate.  ' 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Resolved,  That  the 
prayer  thereof  be  so  far  granted  that  she  is  hereby  empower- 
ed to  sell  the  whole  of  said  Real  Estate,  and  give  a  good 
sufficient  Deed  or  Deeds  thereof;  she  observing  the  rules 
and  directions  of  the  law  for  the  sale  of  Real  Estate  by  Ex- 
ecutors and  Administrations,  and  fii-st  giving  security  to  the 
Judge  of  Probate  for  the  County  of  Worcester  that  she  will 
pay  to  Margaret  Houghton,  who  was  the  widow  of  the 
father  of  the  deceased,  in  lieu  of  her  dower  in  said  Estate, 
agreeably  to  their  agreement,  nine  Pounds  twelve  Shillings 
annually,  during  her  natural  life ;  and  that  the  said  Beulah, 
widow  of  the  deceased,  shall  have  the  interest  of  one-third 
of  the  remainder  during  her  natural  life ;  dnd  after  her  de- 
cease, the  principal  shall  be  paid  to  the  heirs  of  said  deceased, 
or  their  legal  representatives,  and  that  the  remaining  two- 
thirds  be  applied  for  the  payment  of  such  debts  of  the 
deceased  as  the  Personal  Estate  will  not  be  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge, after  proper  allowance  and  charges  of  settlement  of 
the  Estate ;  and,  after  the  debts  and  charges  are  paid,  the 
remainder  shall  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  guardians  of 
the  children  of  the  deceased,  to  be  by  them  put  to  interest 
for  the  benefit  of  their  said  wards,  in  just  proportion,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  inheritance. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  April  17,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf, 
Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cushing,  Thomas  Gushing,  Joseph  Gerrish, 
John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor,  Ben- 
jamin Lincoln,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holtcn,  Jabez 
Fisher,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  Mendon,  the  sum  of 
thirty-eight  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  in  full  of 
his  account  for  Provisions,  and  transporting  the  same  to 
Head-Quarters,  in  April  last,  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Oliver  f'Vatson,  the  sum  of  six  Pounds 
eight  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  for  the  use  of  Jeremiah 
JVhittemore,  in  full  for  Provisions,  and  transporting  the  same 
for  the  use  of  the  Forces  who  marched  on  the  19th  of  April 
last. 

Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  and  Committee  of  Safety, 
&c.,  for  the  Town  of  Truro,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  di- 
rected to  deliver  to  Captain  James  Holmes,  late  master  of 
tlie  Ship  Friendship,  stranded  on  the  shore  of  Cape- Cod, 
the  29th  day  of  February  last,  the  remainder  of  his  private 
property  that  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Selectmen 
and  Committee  of  Safety  of  said  Town  of  Truro. 

Major  Cross  came  up  with  a  message  from  the  honour- 
able House,  desiring  the  Board  to  send  down  the  Resolve 


respecting  granting  Supplies  to  the  Eastern  parts  of  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  if  not  acted  upon  by  the  Board. 

Colonel  Prescott  went  down  with  a  message  from  the 
Board,  to  inform  the  honourable  House  that  said  Resolve 
was  concurred  by  the  Board,  and  consented  to  by  the  major 
part  of  the  Council. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  fortify  the 
Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  di- 
rected to  deliver  into  the  hands  of  Jonathan  Jackson,  of 
JSewburyport,  six  pieces  of  Cannon,  from  nine  to  twelve- 
pounders,  said  Cannon  to  be  improved  for  the  defence  of 
said  JSewburyport,  until  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  pro- 
vided said  Cannon  can  be  spared,  and  are  not  wanted  for 
the  defence  of  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston. 

Petition  of  a  number  of  Indian  proprietors  of  Gayhead, 
in  Dukes  County,  setting  forth :  That  whereas  one  Elisha 
Anws,  an  Indian  man  of  Tisbury,  upwards  of  twenty  years 
ago  prevailed  with  a  number  of  Indians  then  living  at  Gay- 
head  to  dispose  of  their  rights — ^some  to  a  small,  others  to 
a  larger  tract  of  land  in  said  Gayhead,  (minutes  of  which 
conveyance  will  accompany  this  ;)  and  notwithstanding  he 
was  unable  to  prevail  with  but  a  verj'  small  proportion  of 
the  Indians  then  alive,  to  convey  any  part  of  their  rights  to 
him,  yet  presumed  to  enclose  a  large  tract  of  the  most  valu- 
able part  of  said  Gayhead,  as  we  apprehend  about  two  hun- 
dred acres,  and  built  a  house  upon  the  same,  and  prohibited 
all  the  Indians,  even  those  who  had  not  conveyed  any  part 
of  their  rights  to  him,  from  making  any  improvements  within 
said  enclosure.  Soon  after  guardians  were  appointed  in 
Dukes  County,  and  the  said  Elisha  then  agreed  to  allow 
unto  the  said  guardians  a  certain  sum  for  the  Indians,  for 
such  part  of  said  enclosure  as  he  acknowledged  he  had  not 
purchased,  and  accordingly  paid  the  same  for  some  few 
years ;  but  for  some  reason  the  guardians,  after  a  little  time, 
were  discontinued,  and  the  said  Elisha  ever  after  refused  to 
pay  any  sum  whatever,  but  continued  to  improve  the  whole 
during  his  life ;  and  at  his  death,  by  his  will,  gave  the  same 
to  one  of  his  kinsmen,  Henry  Amos,  and  he  improved  the 
same,  and  then  by  deed  of  sale  conveyed  the  same  to  two  of 
his  relations,  (viz :  Joseph  and  Israel  Amos,)  said  deed  not 
being  approbated  according  to  law,  who  improved  the  same 
by  their  tenants  until  about  two  years  ago,  when  the  tenant 
who  had  improved  it  for  some  time  was  about  to  remove 
fiom  the  Island,  and  a  controversy  arose  who  should  improve 
it.  As  divers  persons  had  contracted  for  it,  the  guardians  put 
an  end  to  it  by  taking  it  into  their  hands,  and  hiring  it  out ; 
and  the  last  year  is  now  almost  expired ;  and  the  guardians, 
apprehending  that  their  power  is  ended,  by  reason  of  their 
not  being  appointed  by  the  present  Court,  will  not,  as  we  are 
informed,  do  anything  further  with  it,  whereby  it  will  either 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  present  occupier,  or  be  liable  to 
be  entered  upon  by  any  person  disposed  thereto.  Some  of 
us  who  had  not  disposed  of  our  rights  were  at  first  deter- 
mined, as  soon  as  the  present  possessor's  time  was  expired, 
to  have  entered  upon  it,  but  have  been  advised  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  although  we  are  sensible  the  General  Court  have 
much  publick  business  of  the  greatest  importance  to  trans- 
act, would  have  discouraged  us  from  troubling  them  with  this 
matter  at  this  time,  could  we  think  of  any  method  to  obtain 
our  just  right ;  but  as  we  cannot,  we  hope  your  Honours  will 
excuse  us,  and  afford  us  such  assistance  as  to  you  shall  seem 
meet,  as  the  General  Court  is  the  Indians'  guardian,  &ic. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Walter  Spooner,  with  Colonel 
Norton  and  Mr.  Bryant. 

Tiie  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  above  Petition,  re- 
port, as  their  opinion,  that  there  be  now  appointed  by  this 
Court  three  Guardians,  to  take  the  care  of  the  Indians  and 
their  Estates  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian  inhabitants  that  be- 
long to  that  part  of  the  Island  of  Martha's  Vineyard  known 
by  the  name  of  Gayhead. 

Walter  Spooner,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety,  &c.,  for  the 
Town  of  Rowley,  respecting  Jonathan  Stickney,  Jun.,  with  a 
number  of  Depositions  accompanying  the  same. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  committed 
to ,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  may  join. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Caleb  Cushing, 
Esquire,  is  joined. 
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In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice         Whereupon  Resolved,  That  Amos  Singldary,  aforesaid, 

of  Simeon  Sampson  as  Captain  of  the  Armed  Brigantine  pay  unto  the  said  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  Treasurer  as  afore^ 

building  at  Kingston,  for  the  service  of  this  Colony.  said,  the   aforesaid  sum  of  one  hundred  and   ninety-four 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred.  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  as  the  just  balance  of 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  8tc.,  of  all  Accounts  between  him  and  the  aforesaid  Colony,  and 

SaJem,  respecting  one  Hugh  Mulkoy's  supplying  the  enemy  that  the  Receipt  of  the  said  Henry  for  the  same  be  a  dis- 

with  Provisions,  &;c.    Read,  and  committed  to  Eldad  Tay-  charge  in  full  to  the  said  Amos,  for  the  aforesaid  sum  of 

lor,  Esquire,  with  Captain  Stone  and  Mr.  Rawson.  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings. 

Major  Bliss  came  up  with  a  message  from  the  honourable         In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  ciioice 

House,  desiring  that  the  Board  would  desist  from  making  out  of  Joshua  Lovejoy,  as  First  Lieutenant  of  Captain  King's 

any  Conmiissions,  either  civil  or  military,  for  the  present.  Cotnpany,  in  the  room  of  Silas  Marble,  who  declines  ac- 

Colonel  Norton  came  up  with  a  message  from  the  honour-  cepting  that  appointment, 
able  House,  informing  the  Board  that  the  House  proposed         ^"   Council:  Read,  and  concurred, 
to  come  to  the  choice  of  Guardians  for  the  Gayhead  In-         Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony 

dians  at  five  o'clock,  to-morrow  afternoon,  if  agreeable  to  the  deliver  to  Jerathmiel  Bowers,  Esq.,  forty  pieces  of  Duck, 

honourable  Board.  by  him  to  be  made  use  of  for  making  Sails  for  those  Armed 

Jedediah  Foster,  Esq.,  went  down  with  a  message  to  the  Vessels  he  and  others,  a  Committee  of  this  Court,  were  di- 

honourable  House,  to  inform  them  that  the  Board  agreed  to  J!^'^^'''^  *°  ^"''*^  '°''  ^'^'^  Colony,  he  to  be  accountable  to  this 

the  foregoing  proposal  of  the  honourable  House.  Court  lor  tlie  same. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning.  "  To  the  Keeper  of  the  Jail  at  Ipswich,  in  the  County 
of  Essex,  greeting : 

Thursday,  April  18,  1776.  "  You  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  receive  into 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Caleb  your  custody,  Jonathan  Stickney,  Jun.,  who  has  been  appre- 

Cushing,  Walter  Spooner,  Thomas  Gushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  bended  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  Correspondence, 

C:t?111ltt  e";':;;/^^^^  "''"""'  ''"'"'  ^""'^'  '^'""•"  and  safety,  of  the  Town  of  Rowley,  and  sent  to  the  Gene- 

rru     r'         •..  -I       .  »      r  .u    /-<  I  .       l  ^1  Court,  for  having,  in  the  most  open  and  daring  manner, 

Ihe  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony,  to  whom  i  j  !?•       ♦     .u       .       .     <•  i  •      i  r  • 

c      J  ,,  .,       .        r   u    11    ■  •       -^     I  n  endeavoured,  according  to  the  utmost  of   his  abilities,  to 

was  relerred  the  consideration  ot  the  Petitions  and  Papers  j  •  .     \        a-        .    »       r,-  j         ■  ■     c 

.,  n  J     /-I         •  ,    ',  encom-age  and  introduce  discontent,  sedition,  and  a  spirit  of 

accompanying  the  same,  from  sundry  Committees  and  other  j-    u  j-  .      n  i      r  \      ,i     •.  '.u  i      u 

.,,.'■',?  ,  m  •      1      /-.  r  T.    7   7  •  disobedience  to  all  lawful  authority  among  the  people,  by 

mhabitants  of  several  lowns  in  the  County  of  UerAri/itre,  r  ^i      i  •      •    ..  .  ■        j     .   ■      i-  i 

.,    •       •  ■       .1    ,  •      -ii  1  J-        1         /-.  frequently  clamouring  in  the  most  impudent,  insulting,  and 

report,  as  their  opinion,  that  It  will  be  expedient  that  a  Com-       u    •      i  •    .  .u     /i     _•        o  .i     r^ 

•..      r       tu-   r>      .1  ..    D-.^j-77  •       -J  «->.  abusive  language,  against  the -4»ienfan  Congress,  the  Ge- 

mittee  irom  this  Court  be  sent  to  rttts field,  m  said  County,  i  /-»      F   e  .\  ■    n  j  i    »i  u  i  i 

,  .    . .,        ■         .•     .    ,1  1  m  ■       •  1  /-I       -^  neral  Court  of  this  Colony,  and  others  who  are  and  have 

andthatthey  give  notice  to  the  several  lowns  in  said  County  i  .•      .i  i        .  .i  .      r 

^  .,   •'  °  1  .1     1  j.u  J        r  71^  1  1  been  exerting  themselves  to  save  the  country  from  misery 

to  meet  tliem  there  on  the  14th  day  of  Mau  next,  by  such  i      •        1 1      i  •  i    •         j     r  u     .  v         ' 

.,        1    „  .  ,         1  .i    .   I     '  -J  /-I     •'   ■  and  ruin;  all  which  is  made  fully  to  appear:     You  are 

persons  as  they  shall  appoint ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^f^,    ^^  ^        -^  ^j  J^  confinement,  in  a  room 

mak^  proper  inquiry  into   he  cause  of  the  matters  of  com-  .     ^-^^^^f  ^„j  ^^^^^  j,^  l^/„^,  ^jl^^,^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^J.  j^^ 

plaint  subsisting  there,  and  report  the  same  to  the  General       ■'  j       .      a-     i  ■      .  -.u 

/-■     ^    »  .1    ■         .  jir     e     '  J    u      •  •        1  or  paper,  and  not  suffer  him  to  converse  with  any  person 

Court  at  their  next  iViffv  Session ;  and  that  instructions  be        u  ,  i       •  u      •        .-n  .u    r   .i  j        r 

•  J  r^         •.»     I.     1  •  /~i        c  1    •       1    •  whatsoever,  unless  in  your  heanng,  till  the  further  order  of 

eiven  to  said  Committee  by  this  Court  for  regulating  their  pro-  ,<     n  \  r-      .         i      .     u       .u       ■      j-    i  i  i. 

^     ,-       ..       •        A    1  .r  /-I         •  .        11  »   .      t  .  the  General  Court,  or  he  to  be  otherwise  discharged  by 

ceedmgs  therein.    And  the  Committee  ask  leave  to  sit  again.  .  f  I  o        j 

Read,  and  accepted,  and  fTafer  Spooner,  Esq.,  with       ""l^^^^l  nan^and  by  order  of  the  Council  and  House  of 

George  rartndge  and  Jonathan  Grout,  Esqrs.,  be  a  Com-  d  ,■       »         '' 

•  ^      /*    ii       I  xvepresentutives. 
mittee  for  the  above  purpose.  ^  n         .  t    •  •  i 

/I   7      ;    T-u  .  .1      T    .»      r        r^         i  wr    t  i  Ordered,  That  Mr.   Jewett,   of  Ipswich,  and  Colonel 

Urdered,   Ihat  the  Letter  from  General  frara  be  coin-  mi  ^  l      u      c  ,u    r'         •>.  .i     m    .     d  n      r  .u 

•..  J  .    nf    o       1       Tilt     Ti    1  ■  J  /-I  1       1  B,r-    7  77  2 hatcher,  be  of  the  Committee  on  the  Muster-Rolls  of  the 

mi  ted  to  Mr.  Speaker,  Mr  Hopkins  and  Colonel  Mitchell,  g.^.Coast  Men  and  Minute-men,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  He 

with  Thomas  Cushmg  and  John  Whetcomh,  Esquires.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  jj^^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

Ordered,  That  Deacon  Nichols  be  on  the  Committee         ^^^^-^^  ^j-  j^^^^  j^^^j  ^^^^.      fo^j, .  ^hat  the  Honour- 

Ci^  excLd^^^^  '^^  '^  «"^  ^*^"«^1  ^'"'^  ^^'  ^'■'^"^"^  ^''^  Small-Pox  Hospital 

'  ■  for  the  Army  to  be  removed  to  the  Barracks  at  SewalVs 

iie^ofoefi.  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  Point,  to  which  place  six   soldiers   are  already   removed 

of  this  Colony,  to  ^6ie/«^affi:cr,  the  sum  of  eighteen  Pounds,  from  Boston,  and  many  more  hourly  expected;  and  that 

m  full  for  losses  sustained  by  her  late  husband.  Captain  your  Petitioner  cannot  get  good  Nurses  for  the  sum  which 

Benjamin  Walker,  taken  at  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  17th  of  is  allowed  by  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  and 

June  last.  [|,j^j  j^q^j  ^f  ^j-,g  persons  visited  with  the  small-pox  have  it 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  Elbridge  Gerry,  Esq.,  very  badly,  and  stand  in  need  of  the  best  of  nurses;  also, 

enclosing  a  Paper  with  Resolves  of  Congress,  be  committed  have  occasion  for  some  medicine,  the  Continental  medicines 

to  the  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colony.  being  sent  away ;  therefore,  your  Petitioner  prays  the  ho- 

Ordered,  That  the  Receiver-General  of  this  Colony  be  nourable  Court's  direction  concerning  the  premises, 
directed  to  pay  to  Captain  Johyi  Lane  the  several  sums  which         Resolved,  That  Dr.  Isaac  Rand  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed 

are  made  up  and  appear  due  on  his  Muster-RoU  to  each  of  immediately  to  procure,  on  the  credit  of  this  Colony,  such  a 

the  men  in  his  Company,  for  their  travelling  expenses.  number  of  Nurses,  and  such  a  quantity  of  Medicines,  as  are 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Small-Pox  Hospital  for  the 

of  this  Colony,  to  Jonathan  Atherton,  the  sum  of  two  Pounds  Continental  Army,  and  that  he  exhibit  an  Account  of  the 

four  Shillings,  in  full  for  a  Gun  he  provided  and  delivered  to  same  to  this  House  as  soon  as  may  be. 
Jam^s  Bridges,  which  sum  is  stopped  out  of  the  wages  due         Mr.  Sawyer  came  up  with  a  message  from  the  House,  to 

to  said  Bridges,  in  Captain  Hastings's  Muster-Roil.  inform  the  Board  that  the  House  proposed  to  come  to  the 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Accounts  of  choice  of  Guardians  for  the  Gayhead  Indians,  by  joint 

Amos  Singletary,  Esq.,  reported  that  they  had  attended  ^^''^^t  of  both  Houses. 

that  service,  and   found  the  same  fairly  stated  and  well         •^'""««  Prescott,  Esq.,  went  down  with  a  message  to  the 

vouched  ;  that  the  said  Amos  hath  furnished  the  said  Colony  House,  to  inform  them  that  the  Board  agreed  to  the  fore- 

with  three  hundred  and  seventeen  blankets,  of  the  value  of  going  proposal.  .     ^,      , 

one  hundred  and  ninety-four  Pounds  seven  Shillincrs  and         ^"   Coundl :  Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Chadhoum  and 

ten  Pence,  and  that  he  hath  received  of  Henry  Gardner,  Joseph  Gerrish,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee  to  count  and 

Esq.,  as  Treasurer  for  said  Colony,  the  sum  of  three  bun-  sort,  who  reported  that  the  number  of  Votes  were : 
dred  and  eighty  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings,  for  the  purpose  On  the  part  of  the  Board,      -----      9 

aforesaid  ;  so  that  there  remains  due  to  the  Colony  aforesaid.  On  the  part  of  the  House,      -----    43 

a  balance  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  Pounds  six  Sliil-  — 

lings  and  two  Pence.  Total,     ------     52 
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Twenty-seven  made  a  vote,  and  that  Jonathan  Allen, 
Esq.,  James  Allen,  and  Zachariah  Horsemt,  were  unani- 
mously chosen. 

Tlie  Secretary,  by  order  of  tlie  major  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil, went  down  to  the  honourable  House,  with  the  following 
Message,  viz: 
"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

"  You  yesterday  desired  the  Council,  by  a  verbal  message, 
that  they  would  desist  from  making  out  any  commissions, 
either  civil  or  military,  for  the  present.  You  cannot  but  be 
sensible  of  the  exposed  state  of  tlie  Colony  to  the  depreda- 
tions of  our  merciless  enemies,  who  would,  we  have  the 
fullest  reason  to  believe,  with  eagerness,  avail  themselves  of 
an  opportunity  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  this  Colony, 
and,  if  possible,  to  do  something  to  excite  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  sentiments  of  their  valour,  very  different  from 
what  can  be  entertained  of  tliem  at  present,  by  those  who 
have  heard  of  their  late  precipitate  flight  from  Boston,  and 
other  instances  of  their  shameful  conduct.  You  must  also 
be  sensible  that,  in  order  to  prevent  such  mischiefs,  it  is  of 
the  highest  imjrortance  that  our  Militia  should,  without  loss 
of  time,  be  put  upon  the  best  footing  possible  for  making 
a  defence,  which  is  far  from  being  the  case  at  present,  as 
a  considerable  part  thereof  is  still  destitute  of  officere.  The 
Council  can  conceive  of  no  sufficient  reason  why  they 
should  delay,  under  these  circumstances,  to  make  out  com- 
missions to  persons  duly  appointed  to  offices ;  but  if  you 
will  suggest  any,  we  shall  consider  them  with  due  attention, 
as  we  are  greatly  concerned  both  for  the  safety  and  reputa- 
tion of  the  Colony. 

"  In  the  najne  and  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the 
Council :  u  jj^^^^  Qtis,  President." 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  April  19,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benja- 
min Greenleaf,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cashing,  John  Winthrop, 
Benjamin  Chadbourn,  Thomas  Cushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whet- 
comb,  Jedediah  Foster,  Eldad  Taylor,  James  Prescott,  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln, Samuel  Holten,  Jabez   Fisher,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  fortify  the 
Harbour  of  Boston  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered 
and  directed  to  purchase,  on  the  best  terms  they  may  be 
had,  eight  hundred  feet  of  the  Continental  Barracks,  pro- 
vided their  cost  with  the  expense  of  removing  and  rebuild- 
ing them,  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  be  less 
than  the  value  of  new  ones,  and  cause  them  to  be  removed 
to,  and  rebuilt  on,  Noddk's  Island ;  and  diey  are  directed 
to  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  superintend  the  taking 
down,  removing  to,  and  rebuilding  the  same  at  the  place 
aforesaid,  and  also  all  the  carpenter's  work  necessary  to 
be  done  on  said  Island ;  and  also,  some  suitable  Engineer, 
to  attend  and  direct  the  raising  of  the  Fortifications  ordered 
on  said  Island ;  and  they  are  also  directed  immediately  to 
cause  to  be  built  on  said  Island  a  convenient  Bake-House 
and  Brew-House,  sufficient  for  one  Regiment  of  men. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony 
be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  purchase,  if  they  are  not  on 
hand,  and  transport  them  to  and  lodge  them  in  some  safe 
store  near  Noddle's  Island,  two  hundred  barrels  of  Beef, 
the  same  quantity  of  Pork,  three  hundred  quintals  of  dried 
Cod-Fish,  five  hundred  bushels  of  Beans  or  Peas,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  gallons  of  Molasses,  five  hundred 
barrels  of  Flour,  forty  barrels  of  Vinegar,  three  thousand 
pounds  of  Soap  and  Butter,  Rice  and  Milk,  for  the  Regi- 
ment of  men  to  be  stationed  on  said  Island,  according  to 
the  allowance  voted  them ;  three  hundred  barrels  of  Cider, 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  Spruce  for  making  six  hundred  bar- 
rels of  Beer,  forty  empty  Barrels,  twenty  cords  of  Wood, 
one  thousand  wooden  Canteens,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Mess-Pots,  the  same  number  of  wooden  Mess-Bowls,  and 
the  like  number  of  Pails ;  and  the  Commissary  is  directed 
to  deliver  out  said  articles  at  such  time,  to  such  person,  and 
in  such  proportion,  as  he  shall  be  directed  in  future  by  this 
Court. 

Whereas  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of 
Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  according  to  law  should 
■be  holden  at  Worcester,  within  and  for  the  County  of  IVor- 
xester,  on  the  Tuesday  next  preceding  the  last  Tuesday  of 
April,  current:  And  whereas  several  of  the  Justices  and 
officers  of  the  said  Court  are  members  of  this  Court,  which 


is  likely  to  continue  sitting  beyond  the  said  time,  and  it  is 
probable  that  matters  of  great  importance  may  require  the 
attendance  of  all  the  members  of  this  Court  at  that  time : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Courts  be,  and  here- 
by are,  adjourned  to  the  third  Tuesday  of  September  next, 
being  the  time  at  which  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature, 
Court  of  Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  is  to  be  holden 
at  Worcester,  within  and  for  the  said  County  of  Worcester ; 
and  that  all  pleas,  processes,  writs,  actions,  suits  issued 
or  to  be  issued,  complaints,  precepts,  recognisances,  and 
all  other  matters  and  things  returnable,  and  having  and  that 
should  have  had  day  in  the  said  Courts,  if  the  same  were 
holden  the  day  next  preceding  the  last  Tuesday  in  April, 
current,  shall  be  returnable,  and  have  day  in  the  said 
Courts  on  the  said  third  Tuesday  of  September  next,  and 
shall  abide  and  continue  unto  that  time,  and  shall  then  bft 
proceeded  on,  heard,  and  determined,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  effc;ctually  as  if  said  Courts  were  held  on  the 
day  by  law  appointed  as  aforesaid. 

Whereas  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of 
Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  according  to  law  should 
be  holden  at  Northampton,  within  and  for  the  County  of 
Hampshire,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  April,  current :  And 
whereas  several  of  the  Justices  and  officere  of  the  said 
Court  are  members  of  this  Court,  which  is  liable  to  con- 
tinue sitting  beyond  the  said  time,  and  it  is  probable  that 
matters  of  great  importance  may  require  the  attendance  of 
all  the  members  of  this  Court  at  that  time: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Courts  be,  and  here- 
by are,  adjourned  to  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  September  next, 
being  the  time  at  w  hich  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature, 
Court  of  Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  is  to  be  holden 
at  Spriiigjield,  within  and  for  said  County  of  Hampshire, 
and  that  all  pleas,  processes,  writs,  actions,  suits  issued 
or  to  be  issued,  complaints,  precepts,  recognisances,  and  all 
other  matters  and  things  returnable  and  having  and  that 
should  have  had  day  in  the  said  Court,  if  the  same  were 
holden  the  last  Tuesday  in  April  current,  shall  be  returnable 
and  have  day  in  the  said  Courts  on  the  said  last  Tuesday 
of  September  next,  and  shall  abide  and  continue,  unto  that 
time,  and  shall  be  proceeded  on.  heard,  and  determined,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  effectually  as  if  said  Courts  were 
held  on  the  said  last  Tuesday  of  April. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  apply  to  General  Hard  for 
the  loan  of  two  and  a  half  barrels  of  Powder,  from  the  Con- 
tinental Store,  in  order  to  prove  a  number  of  Cannon  lately 
cast  for  the  use  of  this  Colony ;  and  that  said  Commissary 
deliver  said  Powder,  if  obtained,  to  Mr.  Burbeck,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Watson,  Colonel  Bowers,  and 
Brigadier  Thompson,  with  Benjamin  Greenleaf  and  Benja- 
min Chadbourn,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee  to  examine  Cap- 
tain Solomon  Davis  and  Prince  Gorham,  with  respect  to 
their  importing  Goods  contrary  to  the  Resolutions  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  report. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  Richard  Weldon  as  Captain  of  the  Armed  Brigantine 
building  at  Dartmouth,  for  the  service  of  this  Colony. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Boivers  and  Mr.  Durfee,  with 
Jedediah  Foster,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  warlike  Stores  lately  imported  into 
Dartmouth 'mi\\eS\ooi>  Betsy,  ....  Je?my,  Master. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Captain  Reuben  Dow,  the  sum  of  four 
Pounds,  in  full  of  his  charge  in  going  home,  nursing,  and 
boarding,  in  consequence  of  his  being  wounded. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Bowers  and  Mr.  Rawson,  with 
John  Whetcomb,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  immediately  to  ap- 
ply to  General  Ward,  and  desire  him  to  remove  about  one 
hundred  men  from  Beverley,  and  as  many  more  as  can  be 
spared  from  Bunker's  Hill,  and  employ  them  in  building 
Barracks  and  erecting  a  Fort  at  Noddle's  Island ;  and  that 
Colonel  Josiah  M^itney  be  directed  immediately  to  repair 
to  Boston,  and  to  order  the  men  belonging  to  his  Regiment, 
as  fast  as  they  are  raised,  to  inarch  to  the  same  place,  in 
order  to  foi"ward  the  works  before-mentioned. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 
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Saturday,  April  20,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Gushing,  JdIiu  Winthrop,  Benja- 
min Chadbourn,  Thomas  Cushing,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whctcomb, 
Eldad  Taylor,  James  Prescott,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Benjamin 
White,  Esquires. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  consider 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  with  the  warlike  Stores  lately  im- 
ported into  Dartmouth  in  the  Sloop  Sally,  report  as  their 
opinion :  That  they  be  immediately  stored  there,  under  the 
care  of  Captain  Gamaliel  Church  and  Lerrmel  Williams ; 
and  as  four  vessels  of  war  are  now  building  in  those  parts, 
by  order  of  this  Court,  viz:  two  at  Swansey,  one  at  Dart- 
mouth, and  one  at  Kingston,  that  the  small-arms,  gunpow- 
der, ball,  field-pieces,  and  cutlasses,  be  reserved  to  equip 
the  same,  as  shall  be  hereafter  directed  by  the  General  Court ; 
and  if  any  small-arms  shall  remain  after  the  said  four  ves- 
sels shall  be  equipped,  that  they  shall  be  immediately  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  this  Government,  to  inhabitants  of  the 
same,  as  the  General  Court  shall  hereafter  order. 

Jedediah  Foster,  per  order. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  accepted. 

Li  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  recommitted, 
and  Mr.  Partridge,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall 
join,  is  added  to  the  Committee. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Samuel  Holten, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

Ordered,  That  the  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John 
Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the  American  Congress,  with 
sundry  Resolves  and  Papers  accompanying  the  same,  be 
committed  to  Colonel  Orne,  Mr.  IVheeler,  and  Mr.  Story, 
with  William  Sever  and  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Esquires. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Fisk  be  appointed  to  take  the 
command  of  the  Armed  Sloop  building  at  Salisbury,  by  Mr. 
Derby  and  Captain  Batchelder,  for  the  service  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  suitable  names  for 
the  five  Armed  Vessels  now  building  by  this  Colony,  re- 
ported :  That  the  Brigantine  building  at  Kingston  be  called 
the  Independence ;  that  the  Brigantine  building  at  Dart- 
mouth be  called  the  Rising  Empire ;  that  the  Sloop  build- 
ing at  Salisbury  be  called  the  Tyrannicide ;  that  one  of  the 
Sloops  building  at  Swansey  be  called  the  Republick,  and  the 
other  the  Freedom. 

Read,  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Chadboum,  Esq.,  be  of  the 
Committee  to  consider  what  shall  be  done  with  the  warlike 
Stores  lately  imported  into  Dartmouth,  in  the  room  of  Jede- 
diah Foster,  Esq.,  excused. 

The  House  appointed  Colonel  William  Jones  on  the  Com- 
mittee to  distribute  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  Pounds  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  County  of  Lin- 
coln, agreeable  to  a  late  Resolve  of  this  Court,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Greenleaf,  excused. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  Trustees,  lately  appointed  by 
this  Court  to  manage  the  Indian  affairs  of  Grafton,  be,  and 
hereby  are,  directed  to  make  inquiry,  as  soon  as  may  be 
convenient,  whedier  the  five  Pounds  and  interest,  as  men- 
tioned by  the  Petitioner,  (Elizabeth  Sampson,)  be  really  due 
from  the  former  Trustees ;  and  if  so,  that  they  improve 
proper  methods,  as  the  law  directs  for  the  recovery  of  debts, 
to  procure  said  money  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said 
Petitioner. 

Further  Resolved,  That  the  present  Trustees  aforesaid, 
be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  distribute  the  Interest-money 
of  Andrew  Abraham,  deceased,  among  all  the  posterity  of 
said  Andrew  Abraham,  deceased,  or  to  pay  it  to  Elizabeth 
Sampson  only,  (according  to  the  order  and  desire  of  said 
Andrew  Abraham,)  as  to  them  shall  appear  most  just  and 
reasonable. 

In  the  Home  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  Major 
Hawlcy,  Colonel  Brooks,  and  Major  Fuller,  be  a  Commit- 
tee to  wait  on  a  majority  of  the  honourable  Council  with 
the  following  Message,  viz : 

"May  it  please  your  Honours : 

"  The  House  having  with  due  attention  considered  your 
message  of  the  18th  instant,  beg  leave  to  observe  that,  when 
ihcy  presumed  to  send  a  verbal  message  to  your  Honours, 
desiring  you  to  desist  from  making  out  any  commissions, 
civil  or  military,  they  were  sensible  that  a  considerable  part 


of  our  Militia  are  still  destitute  of  officers,  and  were  very 
sufficiently  possessed  of  the  importance  of  putting  them, 
without  loss  of  time,  on  the  best  footing,  in  order  to  defend 
this  Colony,  exposed  to  the  merciless  depredations  of  our 
enemies,  who  may  avail  themselves  of  our  situation  to  wreak 
their  vengeance  and  retrieve  their  reputation,  lost  by  their 
late  precipitate  flight ;  but  at  the  same  time,  wlien  they  con- 
sider the  absurdity  of  issuing  commissions  in  the  present  style, 
under  our  present  situation,  they  supposed  themselves  fully 
justified  in  not  troubling  your  Honours  with  reasons  they  sup- 
posed obvious  to  every  one ;  but  as  your  Honours  cannot  con- 
ceive any  reasons  sufficient  to  delay  issuing  commissions,  and 
are  pleased  to  assure  us  that  you  will  consider,  with  due  atten- 
tion, such  as  we  may  suggest,  we  beg  leave  to  mention  to 
your  Honours,  that  the  absurdity  of  issuing  commissions  in 
the  present  style  is  so  apparent,  and  the  tendency  it  has  to 
keep  up  ideas  wholly  inconsistent  with  our  conduct  and 
safety,  has  given  the  good  people  of  this  Colony  such  un- 
easiness as  rendered  it  necessary  to  make  provision  for  alter- 
ing the  commissions  already  issued,  and  for  a  different  style 
for  future  commissions.  We  had  therefore  provided  and  have 
under  consideration  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  which  we  pre- 
sumed would  meet  your  Honours'  approbation,  when  regu- 
larly laid  before  you,  and  appears  to  be  calculated  to  promote 
both  the  safety  and  reputation  of  the  Colony ;  and  as  the 
bill  is  now  before  the  honourable  Board,  they  will  be  able 
to  judge  of  our  sentiments  and  conduct  in  the  provisions 
therein  made." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  Captain  Solomon 
Davis  and  Priiwe  Gorham,  have  attended  that  service  ;  and 
having  made  inquiry  of  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Barn- 
stable, who  was  directed  and  fully  authorized  and  empow- 
ered, by  a  resolve  of  this  Court  of  the  11th  instant,  to  take 
into  his  possession  all  such  India  Tea  and  English  Goods  as 
were  brought  in  a  vessel  therein  referred  to ;  and  being  in- 
formed by  the  said  Sheriff  that  he  had  made  all  due  search 
and  inquiry  after  such  goods,  but  found  none ;  neither  was 
he  able  to  conclude  that  any  such  goods  were  brought  in  the 
said  vessel :  Wherefore  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
the  said  Captain  Davis  and  Gorham  be  discharged  from  any 

further  attendance.      -r.  «-.  , 

Benjamin  Greenleaf,  per  order. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  accepted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  Colonel 
Grout,  Major  Goodman,  and  Mr.  Bent,  with  BenjaminChad- 
bourn  and  Joseph  Gerrish,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee  to  ex- 
amine Caleb  Wheaton  and  others,  lately  taken  prisoners  on 
board  the  Brig  Sally,  by  Captain  Manly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  April  22,  1776. 
Present  in  Council:  Honourable  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cushing,  Benjamin  Chadbourn, 
Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott, 
Eldad  Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer, 
Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Upton, 
the  sum  of  sixteen  Pounds  twelve  Shillings  and  eleven 
Pence,  in  full  for  sundries  supphed  the  Army. 

Ordered,  That  Ji^lliam  Sever  and  Benjamin  Greenleaf, 
Esquires,  with  Mr.  Wheeler,  Colonel  Bliss,  and  Mr.  Jeweit, 
be  a  Committee  to  make  such  additions  and  amendments 
to  the  Bill  for  fixing  out  Armed  Vessels  for  the  defence  of 
America  as  are  necessary  and  shall  comport  with  the  late 
Resolve  of  Congress,  confiscating  British  property. 

Z»  the  House  of  Representatives  :  Ordered,  That  .... 

,  with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join, 

be  a  Committee  to  prepare  Instructions  to  the  Committee 
appointed  to  go  to  Pittsfcld,  &.c. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Eldad  Taylor, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  more  expeditiously  making  the 
Fortifications  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Town  and 
Port  oi Boston,  part  of  the  forces  of  this  Colony,  lately  raised 
for  the  defence  of  its  sea-coasts,  shall,  without  any  delay, 
march  to  the  said  Town  of  Boston :  that  is  to  say.  Captain 
Daniel  Giddens,  and  the  whole  of  the  Company  under  his 
command,  now  doing  duty  at  Gloucester,  and  Captain  Da- 
niel Ward,  and  a  detachment  of  the  Company  under  his 
command,  to  the  number  of  fifty  men,  including  himself, 
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now  doing  duty  at  Salem ;  and  that  on  their  arrival  at  Bos- 
ton they  shall  be  under  the  field  command  of  Colonel  Jo- 
siah  fnitney,  and  be  employed  in  the  service,  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  Court  for  the  fortifying  the  Town  and  Har- 
bour o{  Boston  shall  order.  And  that  the  said  Company 
and  Detachment,  fmm  the  time  of  their  march  from  their 
:present  posts  to  Boston  aforesaid,  and  during  their  stay  there, 
shall  be  on  the  same  establishment  of  pay  and  subsistence 
as  has  been  lately  made  by  this  Court  for  the  Regiment 
now  raising,  to  be  commanded  i)y  the  said  Colonel  Ji'hilney ; 
and  that  the  Commissary  for  the  Companies  now  posted  at 
Gloucester  supply  the  said  Captain  Gidihns,  and  the  Com- 
pany under  his  command,  with  sufficient  Rations,  for  their 
inarch  to  Boston,  computing  at  the  rate  of  one  day  for 
twenty  miles  travel.  And  that  the  Commissary  for  the 
Forces  stationed  at  Salem  supply  the  said  Captain  Ward, 
and  the  aforesaid  Detaclinient,  with  sufficient  Rations  for 
their  march  to  Boston,  computing  at  the  rate  aforesaid.  And 
that  the  honourable  Council  be  empowered  forthwith  to 
make  their  orders  to  the  above-named  Captains,  respective- 
ly, for  the  marching  the  said  Company  and  Detachment  to 
Boston  aforesaid,  and  all  other  orders  necessary  for  carry- 
ing this  Resolve  into  execution. 

Petition  of  Nathaniel  Barber,  setting  forth :  That  he  had 
had  the  honour  of  laying  before  you  the  state  of  the  North 
Battery  in  this  Town  ;  since  which  he  found  two  pieces 
of  Cannon,  (twelve-pounders,)  have  been  taken  from  that 
dismantled  Fortress ;  and  on  inquiry,  find  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Barber,  blacksmith,  has  taken  them  by  order  of  Commis- 
silry  Devens,  and  Assistant  Quartermaster-General  Frazer. 
Thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you  this  information.  Likewise 
to  acquaint  your  Honours,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection,  held  at  Boston,  the  9th  instant,  he 
was  appointed  to  receive  certificates  of  goods  landed  in  this 
town,  and  to  grant  permissions  to  take  on  board  merchan- 
dise to  be  exported,  taking  securities  for  their  not  being 
carried  to  the  enemies  of  America.  In  the  first  part  of  this 
business  he  has  acted,  but  has  not  as  yet  granted  any  per- 
missions, and  thinks  he  cannot  till  the  further  directions  of 
the  honourable  Court.  As  many  vessels  fixim  different  parts 
are  daily  expected,  he  humbly  hopes  such  directions  will 
immediately  be  issued  ;  and  as  he  has  tamed  in  town  upon 
expense,  humbly  craves  the  favour  of  your  Honours  that  he 
may  be  appointed,  promising  faithfully  to  observe  such  rules 
and  directions  as  you  shall  please  to  order.  And  as  there 
is  such  an  appointment  in  Philadelphia,  hopes  your  Honours 
will  take  into  consideration  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  will  be 
of  great  service  to  this  devoted  town.  It  will  expedite 
business,  which,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the 
town,  ought  not  to  be  retarded. 

Read,  and  committed  to  Colonel  Norton,  Colonel  Wil- 
liams, and  Mr.  Nye,  with  James  Otis  and  Caleb  dishing, 
Esquires. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
(by  ballot)  of  the  following  gentlemen  to  be  Field-Officers 
for  the  First  Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  County  of  York, 
viz :  Ebenezer  Sawyer,  Colonel ;  Edward  Grow,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel;  John  Littlejield,  F\rst  Ma.pT ;  JohnNowell, 
Second  Major. 

Jn  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
(by  ballot)  of  Enoch  Learned,  as  Adjutant  of  the  Third 
Regiment  of  Milhia,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk, 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

In  the  Home  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
(by  ballot)  of  Henry  Herrick,  as  Adjutant  of  the  Eighth 
Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  County  of  Essex. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  April  23,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Greenleaf.  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cashing,  Thomas  Cushing,  Benja- 
min Chailbourn,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whelcomb,  Jedediah  Foster, 
James  PrescoU,  Eldad  Taylor,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Joseph  Palmer, 
Samuel  Holten,  Jabcz  Fisher,  Michael  Farley,  and  Benjamin  White, 
fiSquires. 

Whereas  a  Resolve  passed  this  Court  the  12th  oi  April 
current,  empowering  and  directing  the  Committee  appointed 
.to  fortify  the  Harbour  o(  Boston,  to  sink  Siiips  in  tlie  chan- 
jiel,  between  the  Middle-Ground  and  Castle-Rocks,  so  called, 


for  preventing  any  vessel  of  more  than  two  hundred  tons 
from  passing  to  Boston :  And  it  is  found  that  Castle-Lland 
is  in  a  direct  line  between  our  Fortifications  on  Dorchester 
Point  and  that  part  of  the  channel  the  water  in  which  is  to 
be  reduced  ;  and  that  our  enemies  may  remove  any  obstruc- 
tions we  may  lodge  therein  without  being  exposed  to  the 
fire  from  any  of  our  Batteries  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  aforesaid 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  and  directed  to  repair 
and  raise  such  Fortifications  on  Castle-Island  as  may  be 
found  necessary. 

And  as  covering  will  be  wanted  for  the  men  employed 
on  that  Island,  it  is  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolve  of  the  18th  instant,  empower- 
ing the  said  Committee  to  purchase  and  remove  to  Noddle  s 
Island  eight  hundred  feet  of  the  Continental  Barracks,  be 
so-  far  reconsidered  as  that  the  said  Committee  liave  liberty 
to  remove  so  many  feet  of  the  said  eight  hundred  to  Castle- 
Island,  and  there  rebuild  them  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  as 
they  shall  judge  necessary. 

And  whereas  the  design  of  raising  a  Regiment  of  men, 
and  calling  in  a  number  of  the  Sea-Coast  Companies,  all 
to  be  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Josiah  Whitney,  is 
to  fortify  the  Harbour  o{ Boston:  And  as  this  Court  have 
appointed  a  Cotnmittee  to  see  their  orders  relative  to  such 
Fortification  carried  into  execution  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Colonel  Josiah 
Whitney  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  instructed  to  follow  such 
directions  as  he  may  from  time  to  time  receive,  from  said 
Cominittee,  in  all  things  whatsoever  which  pertains  to  for- 
tifying the  Harbour  aforesaid. 

Whereas  sundry  persons  of  this  Colony  have  joined  our 
unnatural  enemies,  who  have,  in  a  hostile  manner,  been  en- 
deavouring to  enslave  the  United  Colonies,  and  others  have 
absconded  and  removed  out  of  this  Colony,  with  intent  to 
aid  the  despotick  measures  of  our  enemies ;  and  divers  of 
both  sorts  have  left  Estates,  both  Real  and  Personal,  much 
of  which  have  been  already  wasted,  and  more  is  liable  to. 
waste : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence, Safety,  and  Inspection,  in  each  and  every  Town  and 
Plantation  in  this  Colony,  where  there  is  any  Real  or  Per- 
sonal Estate  in  their  respective  Towns,  belonging  to  any 
person  or  persons  that,  in  their  opinion,  have  fled  to  Boston 
in  the  late  time  of  distress,  to  secure  themselves,  or  that 
have  joined  the  unnatural  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies, 
or  that  have  withdrawn  themselves  out  of  this  Colony  to  aid 
the  despotick  measures  of  our  enemies,  that  they  imme- 
diately take  into  possession  all  such  Estates,  and,  according 
to  their  best  discretion  and  judgment,  for  the  use  of  this  Co- 
lony, order  and  lease  out  such  Real  Estate  to  such  person 
or  persons,  and  for  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  they 
shall  think  proper,  for  the  space  of  one  year;  and  that  they 
return  to  this  Court  a  true  Inventory  of  such  Personal  Estate 
as  they  shall  receive  into  their  possession  belonging  to  each 
such  person ;  and  also  an  account  to  whom  tliey  shall  let 
the  said  Estate,  and  the  amount  of  the  rent  they  shall  agree 
to  be  paid  for  the  same,  any  former  order  or  resolve  of  the 
Congress  of  this  Colony,  or  of  the  General  Court,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding:  Provided,  always,  That  nothing  in 
the  aforegoing  Resolve  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  such 
Estates  as  aforesaid,  whether  Real  or  Personal,  as  are  now 
held  and  possessed  by  persons  friendly  to  this  Colony,  by 
virtue  of  any  written  conveyance  bearing  date  and  actually 
executed  on  or  before  the  2-M  day  of  May,  1775. 

And  whereas  sundry  persons  in  this  Colony  did  not 
actually  join  our  unnatural  enemies,  nor  remove  out  of  this 
Colony,  but  have  discovered  a  strong  attachment  to  them, 
and  been  aiding  and  assisting  them  in  their  wicked  designs 
all  in  their  power,  and  have  approved  of  their  measures : 

It  is  therefore  further  Resolved,  That  the  Committee 
aforesaid  be  directed  to  return  to  this  Court,  at  or  before 
the  second  Tuesday  of  their  next  session,  the  naines  of  all 
persons  who  have  in  any  manner  acted  against  or  opposed 
the  rights  or  liberties  of  this  country,  or  who  have  signed 
or  voted  any  address  to  General  Gage,  approving  his  errand 
to  this  Colony,  or  his  administration  since  the  dissolution 
of  the  Genera!  Court  at  Salem,  in  1774,  or  to  Governour 
Hutchinson,  after  the  arrival  of  General  Gage,  or  to  General 
Hoive ;  or  w  ho  have  signed  and  promoted  any  Association 
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for  joining  or  assisting  the  enemies  of  this  Continent ;  and 
of  such  as  have  fled  from  tliis  Colony  to  or  witli  the  British 
Army,  Fleet,  or  elsewhere,  together  with  their  respective 
crimes  and  evidences,  or  depositions  which  may  be  procur- 
ed to  prove  the  same,  unless  such  person  or  persons  shall 
have  given  ample  satisfaction  to  the  publick  of  their  sincere 
contrition,  thorough  reformation,  and  fimi  attachment  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  this  and  the  other  United  Colonies 
of  America  ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  the  several  Counties,  to  aid  and  assist  such  Com- 
mittees in  taking  such  depositions  as  may  be  procured  in 
the  premises. 

Resolved,  That  the  whole  of  the  Stores  lately  imported 
into  Dartmouth,  in  the  Sloop  Sally,  belonging  to  th's  Colony, 
be  stored  there  under  the  care  of  Captain  Gamaliel  Church 
and  Lemuel  Williams,  and  by  them  to  be  kept  until  remo- 
ved by  the  Commissary-General  of  diis  Colony,  or  the  order 
of  this  Court. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  examine 
Caleb  Wheaton,  Caleb  Wheaton,  Jun.,  and  Joseph  Wheaton, 
prisoners,  taken  in  the  Brigantine  bound  from  Boston  to 
Halifax,  and  sent  to  this  Court  by  the  Committee  oi  Marble- 
head,  have  attended  that  service.  It  appearing  to  your 
Committee  that  the  first  named,  Caleb  Wheaton,  having, 
while  in  Boston,  been  an  Associator,  and  in  other  instances 
not  friendly  to  American  liberty,  are  of  the  oj)iiiion  that  the 
said  Cakb  fVheaton  give  bond  to  theTreasurerof  this  Colo- 
ny for  the  simi  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  with  sufficient 
surety  for  his  future  good  behaviour,  or  be  confined  in  some 
Jail  within  this  Colony  until  he  shall  find  such  surety ;  or  if 
the  said  Wheaton  shall  think  proper,  and  shall  procure  his 
passage  for  himself  and  family  to  Nova-Scotia,  he  may  have 
liberty  to  remove  there  on  his  own  expense,  provided  he 
will  give  his  promise  in  writing,  not  to  bear  arms  against  the 
United  Colonies.  And  that  the  said  Caleb  Wheaton,  Jun., 
and  Joseph  Wheaton,  upon  their  giving  their  written  paroles 
not  to  bear  arms  against  the  L^nited  Colonies,  nor  any  way 
to  aid  or  assist  the  enemies  of  said  Colonies,  and  they  pay- 
ing the  expense  of  being  brought  before  this  Court,  may  be 

=     ■  Benjamin  Chadbourn,  per  order. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  accepted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  non-concur- 
red, and  ordered  to  be  recommitted,  and  Colonel  Carpenter, 
with  such  as  the  honourable  Board  shall  join,  is  added  to 
the  Committee. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Caleb  Cushing, 
Esq.,  is  joined. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made 
choice  (by  ballot)  of  the  following  gentlemen,  as  Adjutants 
for  the  respective  Regiments  of  Militia  hereafter  mentioned 
viz: 

Brinsley  Stephens,  for  the  Fourth  Regiment,  in  the 
County  of  Essex. 

Gershom  Flag,  for  the  Second  Regiment,  in  the  County 
of  Worcester. 

Joseph  Haskell,  Jun.,  for  the  Fourth  Regiment,  in  the 
County  of  Plymouth. 

John  Farrar,  for  the  Sixth  Regiment,  in  the  County  of 
Worcester. 

Eliel  Todd,  for  the  Second  Regiment,  in  the  County  of 
Berkshire. 

Levi  Pease,  for  the  Third  Regiment,  in  the  County  of 
Hampshire. 

John  Porter,  for  the  Sixth  Regiment,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex. 

John  Gleason,  for  the  Fifth  Regiment,  in  the  County  of 
Middlesex. 

Phinehas  NewhaU,  for  the  First  Regiment,  in  the  County 
of  Worcester. 

Frederick  Droum,  for  die  First  Regiment,  in  the  County 
of  Bristol. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  procure  the 
printing  of  a  sufficient  number  of  the  Resolves  emjwwering 
the  Committees  of  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony  to 
lease  out  the  Estates  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, and  deliver  the  same  when  printed  to  the  Sheriff  of 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  that  each  Town  in  the  Colony  may 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  thereof 


Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Ekazer  Priest,  the  sum  of  one  Pound 
nineteen  Shillings,  in  full  for  losses  sustained  at  the  battle  at 
Chelsea,  in  May  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Heirs  of  John  Gibson,  the  sum  of  six 
Poimds  nine  Shillings,  in  full  for  losses  sustained  at  the 
battle  of  Bunker's  Hill. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  the  Com- 
missioned Officers  of  the  Twenty-Seventh  Regiment  of 
Foot,  be  committed  to  Mr.  Wheeler,  Colonel  Ome,  and 
Mr.  Singletary,  with  Thomas  Cushing  and  Moses  Gill, 
Esquires. 

Whereas  this  Colony  have  raised  and  stationed  a  number 
of  men  on  the  Sea-Coast  for  their  protection  and  defence, 
who  are  under  the  pay  of  this  Colony,  and  some  of  thera 
have  taken  sundry  vessels  ;  and  no  resolve  has  as  yet  been 
passed  to  determine  what  share  such  men  shall  have  in  any 
prizes  that  are  or  may  be  taken  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Sea-Coast  Men,  stationed 
in  any  part  of  this  Colony,  shall  be  entided  to  one-third  part 
of  the  nett  proceeds  (after  charges  of  condemnation  and 
other  expenses  are  paid)  of  all  Vessels  and  Cargoes  that 
have  been,  or  shall  hereafter  be  taken  by  them,  and  legally 
condemned  by  the  Court  established  to  try  the  justice  of  all 
such  captures,  which  shall  be  divided  among  them,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  pay  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  employed  in 
such  port  or  place,  and  the  remainder  shall  be  to  the  use  of 
the  Colony. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  April  24,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Waller  Spooner,  Caleb  Cushing,  John  Winthrop,  Thomas 
Cushing,  Benjamin  Chadbourn,  Joseph  Gerrish,  John  Whctcomb, 
Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor,  Michael  Farley, 
Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  and  Benjamin  White, 
Esquires. 

As  it  is  the  wisdom  of  every  community  to  encourage 
the  growth  and  manufacture  of  those  commodities  which 
tend  to  the  publick  good,  especially  such  articles  as  are 
necessary  for  defence  in  time  of  war ;  and  as  the  furnishing  a 
Navy  is  of  the  last  importance,  both  to  the  present  and  future 
security  of  these  LTnited  Colonies,  and  as  this  cannot  be 
done  widiout  large  quantities  of  the  necessary  article  of 
Hemp,  which  may  be  produced  to  great  advantage  among 
us ;  and  whereas  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  have 
recommended  that  encouragement  be  given  for  the  culture 
and  growth  of  Hemp ;  therefore,  for  the  encouragement  of 
those  who  will  undertake  to  cultivate  so  important  a  com- 
modity at  this  time, 

It  is  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lick Treasury  of  this  Colony,  for  every  pound  of  good  mer- 
chantable Hemp,  water-rotted  and  well  dressed,  which  shall 
be  of  the  growth  of  this  Colony,  after  the  date  hereof,  a 
bounty  of  two  Pence  upon  the  pound,  to  continue  for  the 
space  of  three  years  from  the  date  hereof;  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  Hemp  to  be  certified  to  the  Treasury  of 
this  Colony,  under  the  hand  of  the  major  part  of  the  Select- 
men of  the  Town  in  which  it  was  raised,  who  shall  be  em- 
powered to  administer  an  oath  to  the  person  producing  the 
commodity,  in  the  form  following,  viz : 

"  You,  A  B,  of ,  do  swear  that  the 

pounds  of  Hemp  by  you  now  offi^red  for  a  survey,  was  pit)- 
duced  and  raised  by  you  within  this  Colony,  since  April, 
1776,  and  that  neither  you  nor  any  other  person  in  your 
behalf,  hath  hereto  had  a  survey  and  obtained  a  certificate 
for  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof:  so  help  you  God." 

Which  oath  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  before  it  is  ad- 
ministered, the  quantity  of  Hemp  being  expressed  in  words, 
and  not  in  figures,  and  the  person  taking  the  same  shall 
subscribe  his  name  tliereto ;  after  which,  the  surveyor  shall 
endorse  and  subscribe  his  Certificate,  in  the  form  following, 
viz  : 

"  .  .  .  .  ss.     The  ....  day  of  ....  ^.  D 

surveyed  die  quantity  of  Hemp  within-mentioned,  and  found 
it  to  be  good  and  merchantable,  and  entitled  to  a  premium 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court." 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  those  whose  situation 
will  admit  of  it,  by  every  method  in  their  power,  to  promote 
the  raising  of  Flax,  the  doing  of  which  will  be  considered 
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not  only  as  acting  a  wise  and  prudent  part  with  regard  to 
themselves  and  families,  in  this  time  of  scarcity,  but  as  highly 
meriting  the  approbation  of  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Applla  Kcneson,  the  sum  of  two  Pounds 
fifteen  Shillings,  in  full  for  the  losses  her  Husband  sustained 
in  the  battle  of  Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  William  Dodge,  the  sum  of  six  Shillings 
and  eight  Pence,  in  full  for  a  Bayonet  lost  in  the  battle  of 
Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Snmucl  Woodbury,  the  sum  of  two  Pounds 
ten  Shillings,  in  full  for  losses  he  sustained  in  the  battle  of 
Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Heirs  of  Peter  Whetcomb,  deceased, 
the  sum  of  five  Pounds,  in  full  for  his  losses  in  the  battle  of 
Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Benjamin  Shaw,  the  sum  of  one  Pound 
eight  Shillings,  in  full  lor  liis  losses  in  the  battle  of  Lexing- 
ton. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Isaac  Laurence,  the  sum  of  two  Pounds 
sixteen  Shillings,  and  to  Mrs.  Martha  Lawrence,  the  sum 
of  four  Pounds  one  Shilling,  in  full  for  losses  at  the  battle 
of  Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury, 
to  Ezra  Jeioett,  the  sum  of  five  Pounds,  in  fliU  of  his  Appren- 
tice's losses  in  the  battle  o(  Lexington. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  what  further  num- 
ber of  the  INIilitia  Acts,  together  witii  the  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations for  the  Militia,  when  called  out  on  an  alarm,  be 
printed,  reported. 

Read,  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  of  the  above  Militia  Acts, 
together  with  the  like  number  of  the  Rules  and  Regula- 
tions of  the  Militia,  be  printed  in  a  pamphlet,  in  order  that 
each  of  the  Brigadiers,  Field-Ofiicers,  Captains,  and  Adju- 
tants, in  commission  in  this  Colony  belonging  to  the  Militia 
or  Alarm  List,  may  be  furnished  with  one  of  the  same,  that 
they  may  severally  know  their  duty  ;  and  Brigadier  Thomp- 
son, Colonel  Grout,  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  be  a  Committee  to 
procure  the  printing  of  the  same. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Bi  the  House  of  Representatives :  Resolved,  That  there 
be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  Cap- 
tain Aaron  Guild,  the  sum  of  ninety  one  Pounds  five  Shil- 
lings and  seven  Pence,  in  full  of  his  Roll,  for  the  use  of  the 
men  borne  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Israel  Nichols,  Esq.,  for  the  use  of  the 
Selectmen  of  Leominster,  for  Provisions  supplied  the  Army, 
the  sum  of  eleven  Pounds  eighteen  Shillings  and  two  Pence, 
in  full  of  their  Account. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Joseph  frye,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  forty-one 
Pounds  seven  Shillings,  in  full  of  his  services  as  Major- 
General. 

Whereas  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
Eastham  have  petitioned  to  this  Court,  relative  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  Town-Meeting  held  in  said  Eastham,  on  the 
llth  oi  March  last,  and  have  represented  the  said  Town- 
Meeting  was  held  in  an  illegal  manner: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Petitioners,  or  their  agent, 
serve  the  adverse  party,  or  those  gentlemen  who  were  pre- 
sent at  the  first  opening  of  a  Town-Meeting  on  said  day, 
with  a  copy  of  said  Petition  and  this  Resolve,  that  they 
may  appear  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  sitting  of  the 
next  General  Court,  and  there  show  cause,  if  any  they  have, 
why  the  proceedings  of  said  meeting  should  not  be  annulled, 
and  another  meeting  called  to  choose  Town  Officers. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  said 
Town,  chosen  for  the  year  1775,  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
empowered  and  directed  to  call  and  hold  a  Town-Meeting 
for  the  choice  of  a  Representative  or  Representatives,  by 
virtue  of  a  precept  which  they  shall  receive  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  and  the  Town-Clerk  and  Constables  in  said  Town 


chosen  in  177.5,  are  empowered  to  officiate  in  calling  and 
holdins;  said  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour 
of  Boston,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  to  hire,  in 
behalf  of  this  Colony,  one  hundred  Men  on  the  best  terms 
they  can  be  procured,  and  employ  said  Men  (under  a  good 
overseer,  which  said  Committee  shall  authorize  for  that 
purpose)  in  fortifying  Castle-Island,  agreeable  to  a  late 
Resolve  of  this  Court,  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and 
dismiss  said  Men  as  soon  as  the  safety  of  the  Town  and 
Harbour  of  Boston  will  permit,  or  by  order  of  the  General 
Court. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  North- 
borough,  the  sum  of  twelve  Pounds  two  Shillings  and  eight 
Pence,  in  full  of  their  Account  for  Provisions  for  fifty-two 
men. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Deacon  Nichols,  to  the  use  of  the 
Heirs  of  Jonathan  Bates,  deceased,  the  sum  of  four  Pounds 
eighteen  Shillings,  in  full  of  his  losses  in  the  batde  of 
Charlestovm. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  directed  to  procure  eighty  double-fortified  Cannon, 
suitable  for  Ships'  use,  that  will  carry  a  Ball  of  six  pounds 
weight  each,  one  hundred  and  twenty  Swivel-Guns,  and 
twenty  Cohorns ;  also  ten  tons  of  Round  Shot,  five  tons  of 
Chain  and  Double-headed  Shot,  three  tons  of  Grape  Shot, 
three  tons  of  Powder,  and  one  ton  of  Hand-Grenades,  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  deliver  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
to  the  Honourable  William  Sever,  Richard  Derby,  Jerath- 
miel  Boivers,  Esquires,  Thomas  Durfee,  Esq.,  and  Captain 
Josiah  Batchelder,  Jun.,  or  to  either  of  their  orders,  to  be 
by  them  applied  for  the  use  of  the  Armed  Vessels  now 
building,  &c.,  for  the  service  of  this  Colony. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Whereas  it  has  been 
represented  to, this  Court  by  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence, Stc,  for  the  Town  of  Methuen,  that  James  Meloofti, 
of  Methuen,  hath,  with  intent  to  defraud  this  Colony,  made 
up  a  false  Muster-Roll  for  himself  as  Captain,  and  for  fifteen 
others  as  Privates  under  him,  for  tiie  alarm  of  the  19th  of 
April  last,  when  said  Meloon  did  not  perform  any  service 
at  that  time : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  of  this 
Colony  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  required  and  empowered  to 
prosecute  said  James  Meloon  for  the  offence  with  which  he 
is  charged,  by  due  course  of  law. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

In  Council:  Read  again,  and  reconsidered,  and  non-con- 
currej  with  the  foregoing  Resolve ;  and  Ordered,  That  the 
said  Meloon  be  notified  and  cited  to  appear  before  this  Court, 
on  the  second  Thursday  of  the  next  sitting  of  die  General 
Court,  to  answer  the  foregoing  charge,  if  he  see  cause. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  Read,  and  concurred. 

Memorial  of  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, in  Cambridge,  setting  forth :  That  immediately  after 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war  in  defence  of  Ame- 
rican liberties,  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1775,  all  die 
Buildings  and  Appurtenances  of  said  College  were  entered, 
and  ever  since  have  been  occupied,  by  the  Anny,  then  sud- 
denly assembled  and  formed,  as  Barracks,  and  for  other 
necessary  purposes ;  that  said  Buildings,  with  their  Appur- 
tenances, are  greatly  defaced  and  damaged  by  the  Army,  so 
that  the  repaii-s  must  amount  to  a  considerable  sum  if  put 
into  the  same  good  order  as  when  occupied  by  the  Students ; 
that  the  Rents  of  said  Buildings,  by  which  many  great  and 
necessary  expenses  of  the  Society  were  defrayed,  have 
wholly  ceased  for  the  year  past ;  that  not  only  the  afore- 
said Rents,  but  likewise  one  year's  income  of  Charlestoivn 
Ferry,  granted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  to 
the  College  soon  after  it  was  founded,  has  been  cut  off  by 
this  war,  the  said  Ferry  being  in  possession  of  the  enemy ; 
diat  we  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  honourable  Continen- 
tal Congress  will  consider  it  as  a  debt  of  justice  to  make 
good  these  losses  which  the  College  has  sustained  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Continental  Amiy,  and  by  the  Bri- 
tish Troops ;  that  since,  by  the  signal  smiles  of  Heaven  on 
our  military  oj)erations,  the  enemy's  Fleet  and  Troops  are 
driven  fit)in  the  Capital,  and  the  Continental  Forces  are 
now  removed  from  Cambridge;  and  since  it  is  necessary 
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that  the  Students  of  the  College  should  return  as  soon  as 
possible  to  their  proper  seat, — for  these  and  other  reasons, 
we  think  it  proper  to  apply  ourselves  to  this  honourable 
Court,  rather  than  more  directly  to  the  honourable  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Colonies,  that  the  College  Buildings 
may  be  repaired,  the  Students  there  reinstated,  and  this 
Literary  Society  compensated  for  the  great  losses  it  has 
sustained.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  commend  the  afore- 
said circumstances  of  the  College  under  our  care  to  the 
consideration  of  your  Honours,  that  all  necessary  provision 
may  be  made  for  restoring  and  reimbureing  this  Society,  as 
in  your  wisdom  shall  seem  best,  and  that  you  would  order 
accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Watson,  Colonel  Thatcher,  and 
Major  Fuller,  be  a  Committee  to  estimate  the  damages  sus- 
tained by  Harvard  College  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Continental  Army,  and  by  means  of  the  British  Forces ; 
and  that  said  Committee  be  empowered  to  make  such  re- 
pairs immediately  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  comfortable 
accommodation  of  the  members  of  said  College,  and  report 
to  this  Court ;  and  that  said  members  have  leave  to  take 
possession  of  these  Buildings,  and  the  Appurtenances  there- 
unto belonging,  as  soon  as  those  repairs  are  made. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  Grafton,  the  sum  of 
twenty-one  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  and  four  and  a  half 
Pence,  in  full  of  their  Account  for  Provisions  supplied  the 
Army  in  April  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  Bradford,  the  sum  of 
thirty-four  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  in  full  of 
their  Account  for  Provisions  supplied  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  Fitchburgh,  the  sum 
of  fourteen  Pounds  eleven  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  in 
full  discharge  of  their  Account  for  Provisions  supplied  the 
Army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  HoUiston,  the  sum  of 
fifty-eight  Pounds  nine  Shillings,  in  full  of  their  Account 
for  boarding  men  at  Roxbury  and  Cambridge,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  Colony. 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses,  appointed  to  examine 
Caleb  Wheaton,Caleb  Wheaton,  Jan.,  a.nd  Joseph  Wheaton, 
Prisoners  taken  in  the  Brig  bound  from  Boston  to  Halifax, 
and  sent  to  this  Court  by  the  Committee  of  Marblehead, 
have  attended  that  service,  and  report :  That  it  appearing 
to  your  Committee  that  the  said  Caleb  Wheaton  having, 
while  in  Boston,  been  an  Associator,  and  in  other  instances 
unfriendly  to  American  liberty,  are  of  opinion  that  the  said 
Caleb  Wheaton,Caleb  Wheaton,  Jun.,  and  Joseph  Wheaton, 
jointly  and  severally,  give  bond  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Co- 
lony in  the  penal  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  the  condition 
whereof  to  be  that  they  and  every  one  of  them  will  be  of 
good  behaviour,  and  will  not  correspond  with  any  of  the 
enemies  of  America,  or  take  up  arms  against  the  United 
American  Colonies ;  and  that  they  subscribe  and  make  so- 
lemn oath  before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  within  this  Colony 
that  they  will  faithfully  observe  and  fulfil  the  conditions 
before-mentioned  ;  and  that  they  pay  such  cost  and  charge 
as  hath  arisen  by  their  being  .brought  before  the  General 
Court ;  and  in  default  of  their  complying  with  the  fore- 
going, that  they  be  committed  to  close  confinement  until 
the  further  order  of  the  General  Court. 

Caleb  Cushing,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Abner  Rawson,  the  sum  of  twenty-one 
Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and  one  Penny,  for  the  use  of  the 
Committee  of  Supplies  of  the  Town  of  Uxbridge,  in  full  of 
their  Account  of  Provisions  supplied  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  of  Militia  who  were  called 
in  last  February  to  join  the  Continental  Army  at  Dorchester 
and  Roxbury,  for  a  few  days,  be  directed  to  make  up  their 
Muster-Roils  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Militia  who  have 
been  called  in  at  other  times. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  Methuen,  the  sum  of 
sixteen  Pounds  two  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  in  full  of 
their  Account  of  Provisions  supplied  the  Aiiny. 


Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Samuel  Moody,  the  sum  of  fifteen  Pounds 
ten  Shillings,  for  the  use  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of 
JSewbury,  in  full  of  their  Account  for  Provisions,  Carting, 
Sic,  for  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Phineas  Smith  and  others,  the  sum  of 
twelve  Pounds  eighteen  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  in  full  of 
their  Account  for  guarding  Cannon  at  Lexington,  and  trans- 
porting them  to  Cambiidge. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  April  25,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Waller  Spooner,  Caleb  Cushing,  John  Winthrop,  Benjamin 
Chadbourn,  John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  PrescoU,  Eldad 
Taylor,  Micliael  Farley,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill, 
Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fortifying  the  Town 
and  Harbour  of  Boston  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed 
and  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Commissary-General  of  this 
Colony  for  necessary  Intrenching  Tools  for  one  hundred 
men,  or  as  many  of  them  as  by  order  of  this  Colony  they 
shall  employ  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  also  Provisions 
for  said  men,  which  the  Commissary-General  is  directed  to 
supply  accordingly. 

Whereas  a  certain  John  Hill,  lately  taken  prisoner  by 
Commodore  Manly  in  a  vessel  bound  from  Boston  to  Hali- 
fax, and  brought  into  Portsmouth,  was  examined  before  the 
Council,  and  no  evidence  then  appearing  against  him,  he 
was  discharged  and  set  at  liberty :  And  whereas  it  hath 
since  been  made  to  appear  to  this  Court  that  the  said  Hill, 
at  the  time  he  was  taken  as  aforesaid,  had  in  his  possession 
Chests,  Trunks,  and  Packages  of  Goods  and  Merchandise, 
to  the  value  of  three  hundred  Pounds  sterling,  supposed  to 
have  been  stolen  from  the  distressed  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Boston,  and  was  an  assistant  to  Crean  Brush  in 
his  late  unwarrantable  and  high-handed  thefts  and  rob- 
beries : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  HiU  be  immediately 
apprehended  wherever  to  be  found,  and  brought  before  this 
Court  for  examination  touching  the  premises ;  and  all  Sherifis, 
Constables,  and  other  Executive  Officers,  and  all  the  good 
People  of  this  Colony,  are  hereby  directed  and  empowered 
to  apprehend  the  said  Hill  wherever  he  may  be  found,  and 
bring  him  forthwith  before  this  Court,  in  order  that  he  may 
be  dealt  with  for  his  aforesaid  high-handed  crimes,  as  to  law 
and  justice  appertains. 

In  Council:  Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Chadbourn  and 
Benjamin  White,  Esquires,  be  a  Committee,  with  Colonel 
Hallet,  Mr.  Bryant,  and  Mr.  Lincoln,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  Report  of  Joseph  Pearse  Palmer,  Major  De- 
mick,  and  Colonel  Cobb,  a  Committee  appointed  by  this 
Court  relative  to  a  Sloop  lately  cast  ashore  at  Province- 
town,  on  Cape-Cod,  with  their  Accounts,  and  report  what 
is  proper  to  be  done  thereon. 

The  Committee  upon  the  foregoing  Order  have  attended 
that  service,  and  report :  That  it  is  their  opinion  that  the 
proceedings  of  Joseph  Pearse  Palmer,  Esq.,  and  Major 
Dcmick,  as  set  forth  in  their  Report,  be  accepted ;  and 
that  they  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  the  amount 
of  their  Accounts,  viz :  To  the  said  Joseph  Pearse  Palmer, 
Esq.,  eight  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and  seven  Pence,  and 
to  the  said  Joseph  Demick  the  sum  of  one  Pound  nineteen 
Shillings,  in  full  of  their  Accbunts. 

Benjamin  Chadbourn,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the 
Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  in  this  Colony,  where  any 
of  the  poor  of  the  Towns  of  Boston  and  Charlestoimi  are 
resident  and  supported  at  the  publick  expense,  and  are  now 
desirous  of  removing  with  their  effects  into  said  towns,  that 
on  their  producing  a  ceriificate  from  the  majority  of  the  Se- 
lectmen of  the  towns  they  respectively  belong  to,  of  there 
being  a  prosp<,'ct  they  will  be  able  to  support  themselves 
and  Ikmilies,  that  they  be  assisted  with  teams,  or  proper  con- 
veyances, with  necessary  provisions,  for  such  removal,  and 
exhibit  their  accounts  to  this  Court  for  the  same ;  and  they 
shall  be  paid  at  the  same  rates  as  have  been  ordered  by  this 
Court  for  removing  said  poor  into  the  country. 
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Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Captain  Abel  Kimball,  tiie  sum  of  eight 
Pounds  seventeen  Siiilhngs,  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  in 
full  for  their  services  for  taking  care  of  a  Brigantine  brougiit 
into  Gloucester. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  regiilating  the  Fees  of  this 
Colony  in  future,"  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
be  engrossed : 

In  Council :  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  April  36,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honoural)lc  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Waller  Spooner,  Caleb  Cushiiig,  John  Winllirop,  Benjamin 
Chadbourn,  John  Whflcomb,  Jedediub  Foster,  James  Prcscott,  Eldud 
I'aylor,  Michael  Farley,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabcz  Fisher,  Benjamin 
Wliite,  Esquires. 

Ill  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  Abraham  Andrews,  First  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Brown's 
Company,  in  Colonel  niiitney's  Regiment,  in  the  room  of 
Elijah  Danforth  ;  and  Silas  Porter  as  Second  Lieutenant 
of  the  saine  Company,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Richardson. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  :   Ordered,  That  .  .  . 

be  a  Committee,  with  such  as  the  honourable 

Board  may  join,  to  consider  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Towns  of  Duxbury,  marshfield,  ikituaie,  and 
Hanover. 

In  Counal:  Read,  and  concurred,  and  Caleb  Cashing, 
Eldad  Taylor,  and  James  Prescott,  Esquires,  are  joined. 

On  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Cape- 
Elizabeth, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  procure  for  the  defence  of  that  town,  two 
Crow-Bars,  fifteen  Shovels  or  Spades,  six  Pick-Axes,  two 
hundred  pounds  of  Lead  or  Ball,  two  hundred  Flints,  and 
six  Narrow-Axes. 

Whereas,  a  Resolve  passed  this  Court,  dated  the  17th 
of  April,  current,  directing  the  Selectmen,  Committee  of 
Safety,  &.C.,  of  the  Town  of  Truro,  to  deliver  to  James 
Holmes,  late  master  of  the  Ship  Friendship,  stranded  on 
Cape-Cod  shore  in  February  last,  the  remainder  of  his  pri- 
vate property  that  was  then  in  the  hands  of  said  Selectmen 
and  Committee ;  by  virtue  of  which  resolve  (as  this  Court  is 
informed)  said  Holmes  has  made  demand  of  the  greatest 
part  of  the  cargo  found  on  board  said  ship  ; 

Therefore  Resolved,  That,  by  the  words  "  the  remainder 
of  his  private  property  that  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  Select- 
men and  Committee  of  Safety,"  mentioned  in  said  resolve, 
shall,  and  ought  to  be,  understood,  the  remainder  of  his 
clothing,  cabin  furniture,  sea-books,  cash,  and  private  pa- 
pers, which  were  then  actually  in  the  hands  of  said  Select- 
men and  Committee ;  said  Holmes  making  it  appear  that  tiie 
cash  was  actually  his  private  property  ;  and  said  resolve 
shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  part  of  the  cargo  or 
stores  found  on  board  said  ship. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Sarah  Parker,  the  sum  of  fourteen 
Pounds  three  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  in  full  for  tiie  losses 
sustained  by  her  husband,  the  late  Colonel  Parker,  who 
was  slain  in  the  battle  of  Charlestown. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  executing  the  Resolve  of 
Congress  recommending  the  disarming  the  Enemies  of  the 
United  Colonies,"  Stc,  liaving  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  be  engrossed  : 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  engrossed. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  April  27,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cushing,  John  Winthrop,  Benja- 
min Chadbourn,  John  Wlielcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott, 
Eldad  Taylor,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez 
Fisher,  Thomas  Cushing,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  procure,  for  the  use  of  the 
Forces  stationed  at  Falmouth,  in  the  County  of  Cumberland, 
four  Crow-bars,  one  iiundred  Shovels  or  Spades,  fifty  Narrow- 
Axes,  and  fifty  Pick-Axes;  and  the  said  Commissary  is 


directed  to  deposite  the  same  with  the  Selectmen  of  the 
Town  of  Falmouth,  for  the  use  of  the  Militia  there,  when 
there  shall  be  no  further  use  for  them  by  the  Forces  afore- 
said ;  said  Selectinen  to  be  accountable  for  the  same,  and  to 
consider  them  as  a  part  of  those  articles  which  they  are,  by 
the  law  for  regulating  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  obliged  to 
provide. 

Petition  of  Eleazer  French,  setting  forth  the  great  neces- 
sity he  is  driven  to  by  the  unhappy  misfortune  of  having 
his  right  arm  shot  off  by  a  cannon-ball  in  the  engagement 
on  Bunker's  Hill  the  17th  oi  June  last ;  also  lost  at  the  same 
time  his  Gun,  appraised  at  eight  Dollars,  and  Cartridge-box, 
Bayonet,  three  and  one-fourth  pounds  of  Powder,  one  and  a 
half  pound  of  Ball,  and  one  Blanket,  all  his  own  property, 
which  last  articles  were  appraised  at  one  Pound  eight  Shil- 
lings and  two  Pence — the  whole  amount  three  Pounds 
fifteen  Shillings  and  two  Pence ;  all  which  your  humble 
Petitioner  prays  may  be  made  up  to  him  to  relieve  his 
present  necessities ;  also  humbly  prays  the  honourable 
Court  v^•ould  consider  how  unable  the  Petitioner  is  to  sub- 
sist on  his  own  earnings,  with  only  his  left  hand,  and  prays 
there  may  be  some  provision  made  to  relieve  him  in  future 
fixjm  want  and  penury. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the 
publick  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  three  Pounds 
thirteen  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  in  full  discharge  of  said 
French's  loss. 

And  whereas  the  said  French  lost  his  right  Arm  by  a 
Cannon-ball,  as  mentioned  in  the  above  Petition : 

It  is  Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  him  the 
sum  of  four  Pounds  annually  during  the  pleasure  of  this 
Court,  and  the  same  to  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  April 
next. 

In  Council  ■   Read,  and  concurred. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  directing  how  the  Writs  and 
Precepts  shall  be  issued  for  convening  a  Great  and  General 
Court,  or  Assembly,  for  the  ensuing  year,"  having  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives : 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

Resolved,  That  one-third  part  of  the  Moneys  (after  the 
charges  of  condemnation  are  paid)  arising  from  the  captures 
that  may  be  made  by  any  of  the  Armed  Vessels  fitted  out 
on  account  of  this  Colony,  and  shall  be  finally  condemned  by 
any  Court  of  Justice  erected  for  the  trial  and  condemnation 
of  such  captures,  shall  be  distributed  among  the  Officers  and 
Seamen  and  Marines  in  the  manner  following,  viz : 

To  a  Captain,  6  shares  and  all  the  cabin  furniture;  to 
the  First  Lieutenant,  5  shares ;  to  tlie  Second  Lieutenant, 
4  shares  ;  to  the  Master,  3  shares  ;  to  the  Mate,  1^  share ; 
to  the  Boatswain,  1^  share;  to  the  Boatswain's  Mate,  1|- 
share  ;  to  the  Steward,  2  shares ;  to  the  Gunner,  1^  share  ; 
to  the  Gunner's  Mate,  1:J  share  ;  to  the  Carpenter,  2  shares ; 
to  the  Carpenter's  Mate,  1 J  share ;  to  the  Surgeon,  3 
shares  ;  to  the  Master-at-Amis,  IJ  share  ;  to  the  Pilot,  2 
shares  ;  to  the  Cook,  1 J  share ;  to  the  Drummer,  1^  share ; 
to  the  Boys,  J  share ;  to  the  Seamen  and  Marines,  1  share. 

On  die  Petition  of  William  Gardner,  Esquire, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  In- 
spection and  Safety,  for  the  Plantation  called  Gardnerstown, 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  allow  the  said  JVilliam 
Gardner  to  improve  (till  the  fmther  order  of  this  Court)  a 
tract  of  Land,  and  the  Buildings  thereon,  lying  in  said 
Gardnerstown,  that  he  has  lately  improved ;  provided  the 
said  Gardner  has  not,  in  the  judgment  of  said  Committee, 
acted  an  unfriendly  part  towards  his  country. 

The  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil, went  down  with  the  following  Message  to  the  honour- 
able House,  viz : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

"  We  earnestly  recommend  to  your  consideration,  the 
propriety  and  even  necessity  of  raising  a  number  of  men, 
perhaps  one  Regiment,  sufficient  to  fortify,  and  effectually 
secure  the  Town  oiHidl,  Pettick's  Island,  and  Long-Island, 
by  which  the  Towns  of  Hingham,  Weymouth,  Braintree, 
Milton,  and  Dorchester,  with  the  adjoining  Towns,  will  be 
secured,  and  the  enemy  obliged  to  leave  the  Road  of  Nan- 
tasket,  and  all  the  internal  part  of  the  Harbour  of  Boston. 
This  will  so  far  open  the  trade  to  the  Town  of  Boston  as  to 
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admit  wood,  &.C.,  to  come  in  by  water,  at  a  mucli  less  risi-c 
than  at  present,  and  will  prevent  the  necessity  of  keeping 
any  Troops  at  Ilingham,  or  any  other  Towns  within  the 
Harbour  of  Boston. 

"  In  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the  Coun- 

^"V  "James  Otis,  President." 

The  Committee  of  both  Houses  on  the  Petition  of  Major 
Barber,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  said  Barber's  Petition  be 
so  far  granted  as  that  he  may  be  appointed  to  give  permits 
to  all  vessels  cominij;  in  and  going  out  of  the  Port  o^ Boston, 
agreeable  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

James  Otis,  per  order. 

Read,  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trea- 
sury of  this  Colony,  to  Richard  Devcns,  Esq.,  the  sum  of 
twenty-two  Pounds  eight  Shillings,  in  full  for  his  services  as 
Paymaster  to  the  Forces  of  this  Colony. 

Tn  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  the  following  gentlemen  as  Adjutants  to  the  Regiments 
of  Militia  hereafter  mentioned,  viz  :  Thaddeus  Harrington, 
to  the  Third  Regiment,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex ;  Adam 
Peters,  to  the  Fourth  Regiment,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk ; 
Eleazer  Carver,  to  the  Third  Regiment,  in  the  County  of 
Plymouth. 

In  Council :  Read,  and  concurred. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Devens,  Esq.,  be,  and  hereby 
is,  directed  to  pay  to  Captain  Josiah  Stone,  the  sum  of 
seventy-five  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  being 
the  balance  due  to  the  Colony  from  him  as  Paymaster  to 
the  Soldiers  that  had  not  received  their  Advance  Pay,  ac- 
cording to  a  Resolve  of  this  Court  the  9th  day  oi  August 
last ;  and  also  deliver  three  Warrants,  now  in  his  hands,  em- 
powering him  to  draw  money  out  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
same  purpose.  A  compliance  herewith  shall  be  a  full  dis- 
charge to  the  said  Richard  Devens,  Esq.,  for  the  Moneys 
received  of  the  Colony  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  And 
the  said  Captain  Stone  is  directed  to  pay  the  said  sum  of 
seventy-five  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  taking  duplicate  Receipts  there- 
for, one  of  which,  together  with  the  three  Warrants,  to  be 
lodged  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Colony. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  April  29,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  .lames  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Grcenleaf,  Walter  Spooner,  Jedediah  Foster,  Eldad  Taylor,  Michael 
Farley,  Caleb  Gushing,  Thomas  Cushing,  Benjamin  Chadbourn, 
James  Prcscott,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten,  Benjamin  White, 
Esquires. 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  this  Court,  of  the  9th  of  No- 
vember last,  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  other 
officers  in  that  County,  were  authorized  and  empowered  to 
commit  any  person  or  persons  to  the  Jail  in  the  County  of 
Plymouth  whom  they  might  legally  commit  to  the  Jail  in 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  as  the  Town  of  Boston,  in  which 
the  County  Jail  is,  was  then  in  the  possession  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  Colonies,  as  by  the  same  Resolve  will 
more  fully  appear :  And  whereas  the  enemies  aforesaid  have 
fled  from  the  said  Town  of  Boston,  and  the  inhabitants 
have  again  taken  possession  thereof,  and  the  difficulties  of 
imprisoning  persons  there  is  now  removed : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Resolve  aforesaid,  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  Sheriffs,  or  other  persons  belonging  to 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  imprisoning  any  person  in  the  Jail 
in  the  County  of  Plymouth,  be,  and  hereby  is,  declared  null 
and  void,  and  shall  be  of  no  further  force  or  effect ;  and 
that  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Suffolk  be;  and  he  hereby 
is,  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  remove  from  the  Jail 
in  the  County  of  Plymouth  to  the  Jail  in  the  Town  of  Bos- 
ton, all  and  every  person  and  persons  that  were  by  him  or 
others,  officers  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  committed  to  said 
Plymouth  Jail,  in  pursuance  and  by  virtue  of  the  Resolve 
aforesaid. 

Whereas  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  have 
recommended  to  this  and  the  other  United  Colonies  the 
manufacturing  of  Salt,  and  have  caused  to  be  transmitted  to 
this  Court  a  Pamphlet,  setting  forth  the  particular  mode 
practised  in  other  parts,  which  discovers  the  probability  of 
its  being  carried  into  effect  in  this  Colony  : 


Therefore  it  is  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  several  Sea-Port  Towns  in  this  Colony, 
to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  proceed  in  the  manufac- 
turing of  Salt  in  their  several  towns. 

And  that  they  may  have  all  the  information  given  them 
in  this  matter  tliat  this  Court  can,  at  present,  furnish  them 
with. 

It  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  number  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  of  said  Patnphlets  be  printed,  and  sent  to  the 
several  Sea-Port  Towns  in  this  Colony ;  and  that  Mr.  Story 
be  appointed  to  get  them  printed  and  dispensed  accord- 
ingly. 

Petition  of  John  Stevens,  setting  forth :  That  he  has 
been  a  long  time  confined  in  Jail,  upon  suspicion  of  being 
a  spy  of  the  enemy,  of  which  he  is  entirely  innocent ;  and 
upon  that  suspicion  he  is  now  confined  in  Jail,  and  never 
could  obtain  a  hearing,  neither  before  a  Court-Martial  or 
any  other  authority  ;  therefore  begs  leave  to  be  brought  be- 
fore your  Honours,  that,  by  word,  he  may  give  your  Honours 
full  satisfaction  that  he  is  innocent.  He  is  under  great  ne- 
cessity ;  having  lost  his  shirts,  he  has  not  been  able  to  shirt 
himself  for  seven  weeks  past ;  therefore  begs  leave  for  a 
speedy  hearing. 

Read,  and  Ordered,  That  the  Justices  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  enemies  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  Boston,  be 
empowered  to  examine  the  above-named  John  Stevens,  and 
dispose  o   him  according  to  his  demerits. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  that  sundry  persons  have  pro- 
cured, and  are  now  using  means  to  procure,  from  with- 
out this  Colony,  quantities  of  Saltpetre,  or  the  materials 
therefor,  partly  wrought,  with  a  view  to  receive  from  the 
Treasury  of  this  Colony  the  price  and  premium  promised 
for  such  as  should  be  manufactured  within  this  Colony : 
Wherefore,  for  the  prevention  of  any  such  fraudulent  prac- 
tices and  impositions  taking  place. 

It  is  Resolved,  That  all  persons,  who  are,  or  may  be,  ap- 
pointed by  the  General  Court,  to  receive  and  pay  for  Salt- 
petre manufactured  within  this  Colony,  be  directed,  and  they 
hereby  are  directed,  not  to  receive  and  pay  for  any  quan- 
tity of  Saltpetre,  that  may  be  brought  to  them  respectively, 
for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  until  the  person  or  persons  bring- 
ing the  same  shall  take  an  oath  agreeable  to  the  form  hereto 
annexed,  or  otherwise  shall  produce  a  Certificate  from  the 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  that  the  manufacturer  has  taken  a  like 
oath  before  him ;  in  which  case  the  person  presenting  the 
Saltpetre  shall  make  oath  before  the  receiver  of  it,  that  he 
took  it  into  his  possession  in  presence  of  tlie  said  Justice, 
and  that  the  whole  thei-eof  is  the  same  Saltpetre  referred  to 
in  such  Certificate ;  which  Certificate  shall  be  lodged  with 
the  person  receiving  the  Saltpetre,  who  is  hereby  autho- 
rized to  administer  an  oath  accordingly. 
Form  of  the  Oath. 

"  You,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear,  that  the  whole  process 
of  the  manufacture  of  the  Saltpetre  now  presented  by  you, 
was  begun,  carried  on,  and  finished  within  the  limits  of  this 
Colony ;  and  that  no  foreign  Saltpetre  is  mixed  therewith. 
So  help  you  God." 

Whereas  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of 
Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  according  to  law  should 
be  holden  at  Barnstable,  within  and  for  the  County  of 
Barnstable  and  Dukes  County,  on  the  Wednesday  next  pre- 
ceding the  third  Tuesday  of  May  next :  And  whereas  the 
Small-Pox  is  prevalent  in  said  Town  of  Barnstable,  and 
other  circumstances  of  this  Colony  are  such  as  that  said 
Courts  caimot  conveniently  be  held  there  at  the  time  afore- 
said : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Courts  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  adjourned  to  Wednesday,  the  16th  day  of  Oc/o6er 
next,  then  to  be  held  at  the  Court-House  in  Barnstable 
aforesaid,  and  that  all  appeals,  pleas,  processes,  writs,  ac- 
tions, suits  issued  or  to  be  issued,  complaints,  precepts, 
recognisances,  and  all  other  matters  and  things  returnable 
and  having,  and  that  should  have  had  day  in  the  said  Court 
if  the  said  Court  had  been  held  on  the  day  by  law  appointed 
as  aforesaid,  and  shall  be  returnable  and  have  day  on  the 
said  16th  day  of  October  next,  and  shall  abide  and  continue 
unto  that  time,  and  shall  be  proceeded  upon,  heard,  and 
determined,  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  effectually  as  if 
said  Courts  were  held  on  the  day  by  law  appointed  as 
aforesaid. 
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Whereas  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of 
Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  accordinj;  to  law  should 
ba  holden  at  Plymouth  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May  next : 
And  whereas  the  circumstances  of  this  Colony  are  such  as 
that  said  Courts  cannot  conveniently  be  held  there  at  the 
time  aforesaid : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Courts  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  2-2d  day  of  October 
next,  then  to  be  held  at  the  Court-House  in  Plymouth 
■aforesaid,  and  tiiat  all  appeals,  pleas,  processes,  writs, 
actions,  suits  issued  or  to  be  issued,  complaints,  precepts, 
recognisances,  and  all  other  matters  and  things  returnable 
and  having  and  tiiat  should  have  had  day  by  law  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  returnable  and  have  day  on  the  said  ^2d  day 
of  October  next,  and  shall  abide  and  continue  until  that 
time,  and  shall  be  proceeded  on,  heard,  and  determined,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  as  etiectually  as  if  said  Courts 
were  held  on  the  day  by  law  appointed  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  for  the  further  encouragement  to  Seamen 
to  inlist  into  the  Colony  sea  service,  one  month's  advance 
wages  be  paid  to  the  said  Seamen  at  the  time  of  their 
passing  muster ;  and  also  that  their  wages  be  paid  at  the 
end  of  every  three  months,  or  as  soon  afterwards  as  they 
shall  arrive  in  some  Port  of  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  of  said  Vessels  be,  and 
hereby  are,  allowed  to  inlist  men  out  of  the  Companies 
raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coasts ;  and  the  Officere 
of  said  Companies  be  directed  to  permit  any  of  their  men 
to  inlist  into  the  Colony  and  Continental  sea  service  only, 
and  10  inlist  others  to  supply  vacancies  occasioned  thereby, 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  build  and 
fix  out  Armed  Vessels,  or  any  one  of  them,  muster  the 
men  raised  for  the  Armed  Vessels  of  this  Colony,  and  pay 
them  their  advance  wages,  and  receive  out  of  the  Treasury 
a  sum  agreeable  to  an  abstract  to  be  returned  fOr  that  pur- 
pose. 

Resolved,  That  such  men  as  shall  be  inlisted  for  the 
sea-service  of  this  Colony,  and  are  not  able  to  furnish 
themselves  with  Arms,  agreeable  to  a  former  resolve  of  this 
Court,  be  furnished  with  the  same  by  this  Colony,  and  that 
twelve  Shillings  be  deducted  from  the  wages  of  each  man 
so  furnished. 

Resolved,  That  the  Uniform  of  the  Officers  be  green 
and  white,  and  that  they  furnish  themselves  accordingly  ; 
and  the  Colours  be  a  white  Flag,  with  a  green  Pine  tree, 
and  an  inscription  :  "  Appeal  to  Heaven." 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanders  of  said  Vessels  receive 
their  orders  and  instructions  from  a  Committee  hereafter  to 
be  appointed  by  this  Court,  and  to  be  conducted  as  secretly 
as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rations  or  Provision  allowed  to  the 
Officers  be  the  same  as  is,  or  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Offi- 
cers of  the  same  rank  in  the  Continental  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  as  afore- 
said furnish  each  of  the  Armed  Vessels  of  this  Colony  with 
instructions  to  regulate  their  conduct,  agreeable  to  the  Re- 
solves of  this  Court. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


Tuesday,  April  30,  1776. 

Present  in  Council  :  Honourable  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cusliinj,  Thomas  Cushing,  Benja- 
min Chadbourn,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescolt,  Ijldad  Taylor, 
Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Uolten,  Moses  Gill,  Benjamin 
White,  Esquires. 

Whereas  in  consequence  of  a  Resolve  of  the  General 
Court,  of  the  '25th  instant,  one  John  Hill  was  apprehended 
and  sent  to  this  Court  by  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence of  the  Town  of  Marhlehcad  : 

Ordered,  That  Benjamin  Chadbourn,  Esq.,  with  Mr. 
Cushino;  and  Mr.  Sullivan,  be  a  Coiinnittee  to  examine 
said  Hill,  and  report  thereon. 

Whereas  John  Hill,  a  prisoner  now  before  this  Court, 
is  jusll}'  suspected  to  have  been  assisting  Crean  Brush  in 
robbing  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Boston  of  their 
goods  and  merchandise : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Hill  be  sent, 
under  a  proper  guard,  to  Boston  Jail,  there  to  be  confined 
as  a   prisoner  until  he  shall    be  examined    by  the  seven 


Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  or  the 
major  part  of  them,  who  are  appointed  to  try  Associators 
and  abetters  of  the  Ministerial  Army ;  which  Justices  are 
empowered  to  exainine  the  said  Hill,  and  deal  with  him  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  remained  in  Boston  after  the 
said  Fleet  and  Anny  had  gone  away. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  Andrew  Pepcral  Fcrnald  Adjutant  of  the  Second  Regi- 
ment of  Militia,  in  the  County  of  York. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Ordered,  That.  Major  Hawley,  Colonel  Freeman,  and 
Colonel  Thatcher,  with  Michael  Farley  and  Joseph  Pal- 
mer, Esquires,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  some  plan  of 
Discipline  for  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  and  report.    • 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
(by  ballot)  of  the  following  gentlemen  as  Field-Officers  for 
the  Boston  Regiment  of  Militia,  viz :  Thomas  Marshall, 
Colonel ;  Nathaniel  Barber,  Ijieutenant-Colonel ;  Richard 
Boynton,  First  Major ;  Abiel  Ruddock,  Second  Major. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Wednesday,  May  1 ,  1 776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourab'e  James  Otis,  William  Sever,  Benjamin 
Greenleaf,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cusbing,  Benjamin  Chadbourn, 
John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prcseott,  Cldad  Taylor, 
Michael  Farley,  Samuel  Holten,  Esquires. 

Whereas  the  plan  of  Military  Discipline  published  by 
Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  appears  to  this  Court  to  be  well 
adapted  to  the  use  and  practice  of  a  Militia,  as  it  contains 
all  motions  in  the  Manual  Exercise  that  are  necessary  and 
useful,  and  is  not,  like  the  Svxty-Fourth,  Norfolk,  and  others, 
clogged  with  many  superfluous  motions,  which  only  serve  to 
burden  the  memory  and  perplex  the  learner;  and  as  it  also 
contains  many  useful  manoeuvres,  Stc,  not  published  in  the 
Sixty-Fourth : 

Therefore  it  is  Resolved,  That  the  aforesaid  plan  of  Ex- 
ercise published  by  Timothy  Pickering,  Esq.,  shall  for  the 
future  be  used  and  practised  by  the  Militia  of  this  Colony ; 
and  all  Officers  thereof  are  hereby  directed  and  enjoined  to 
learn  the  same,  and  to  instinct  and  exercise  the  Soldiers 
under  their  command  respectively  agreeable  to  the  said  plan 
in  all  their  publick  Trainings  and  Musters  accordingly. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  raising  a  Regiment  of  Horse 
in  the  Comity  of  Worcester,"  having  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  be  engrossed  : 

In  Council :  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  engrossed. 

Whereas  the  power  given  to  the  Committee  for  fortifying 
the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston,  by  a  Resolve  of  this 
Court  passed  fliis  House  the  24th  instant,  empowering  the 
said  Coinmittee  to  draw  on  the  Commissary-General  for 
Intrenching  Tools  and  Provisions  for  one  hundred  men,  or 
as  many  of  them  as  they  should  employ,  is  insufficient  to 
answer  the  end  it  was  intended  for: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fortifying 
the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Boston  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
further  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Commissary-General  for 
as  many  Intrenching  Tools,  and  other  stores,  and  as  much 
Provision  as  will  be  necessary,  to  supply  all  the  men  that 
they  are  empowered  by  this  Court  to  employ  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  Commissary  is  hereby  directed 
to  conduct  himself  accordingly. 

Also  Resolved,  That  the  said  Cominittee  be,  and  hereby 
are,  empowered  and  directed  to  consult  Colonel  Gridley,  or 
such  other  Engineer  as  they  shall  think  proper,  relative  to 
fortifying  the  said  Town  and  Harbour. 

Whereas  a  Committee  has  been  appointed  by  this  Court 
to  go  to  the  County  of  Berkshire  to  take  under  considera- 
tion the  difficulties  subsisting  there,  and  report  to  the  Gene- 
ral Court : 

Resolved,  That  said  Committee  be  directed  to  refrain  from 
going  to  said  County  till  the  fuither  order  of  this  Court. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Selectmen  of  Templeton,  the  sum  of 
eighteen  Pounds  nine  Shillincrs  and  three  Pence,  in  full  of 
their  Account  for  Provisions  supplied  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Elisha  Cranson,  the  sum  of  three  Pounds 
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nine  Shillings,  for  the  use  of  the  Selectmen  oi  Ash  field,  in 
full  of  their  Account  for  Provisions  supplied  the  Army. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Court  that  a  navigahle 
Canal  may,  without  much  difficulty,  be  cut  through  the 
Isthmus  which  separates  BuzzanTs  Bay  and  Barnstable's 
Bay,  whereby  the  hazardous  navigation  around  Cape-Cod, 
both  on  account  of  the  shoals  and  enemy,  may  be  prevent- 
ed, and  a  safe  communication  between  this  Colony  and  the 
Southern  Colonies  be  so  far  secured: 

Resolved,  That  James  Bowdoin  and  William  Sever,  Es- 
quires, with  Colonel  Freeman,  Bi'igadier  Godfrey,  and  Mr. 
bushing,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be  a  Committee  to  re- 
pair to  the  Town  of  Sandmi£h,  and  view  the  premises,  and 
report  whether  the  cutting  a  Canal  as  aforesaid  be  practica- 
ble or  not ;  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  any 
necessary  Surveyors  and  Assistant  for  tliat  purpose. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  for  establishing  the  style  of 
Commissions,  and  altering  the  style  of  Writs,  Processes, 
&ic.,"  having  passed  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be 
enacted : 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  executing  in  this  Colony  the 
Resolve  of  the  American  Congress  for  disarming  such  per- 
sons as  are  disatfected  to  the  cause  of  America,"  having 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  enacted : 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  May  2,  1776. 

Present  in  Council:  Honourable  James  Bowdoin,  James  Otis,  William 

Sever,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  ('ushing,  Thomas 

'       Cushing,  Benjamin  Chadbourn,  Jedediah  Foster,  John  Whetcomb, 

Eldad  Taylor,  Michael  Failey,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  James 

Prescott,  Esquires. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  regulating  the  Fees  and  Al- 
lowances of  the  several  Officers  within  this  Colony,"  having 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  enacted : 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

Whereas  no  person  or  pei-sons  in  this  Colony  has  as  yet 
made  it  appear  to  this  Court  that  he  or  they  have  entitled 
him  or  themselves  to  the  Premiums  offered  by  this  Court  in 
and  by  their  Resolve  of  the  14th  day  of  February  last,  for 
erecting  such  Powder-Mills  as  are  described  in  the  said 
Resolve,  &c.;  and  as  this  Court  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  expedient  and  conducive  to  the  publick  safety 
that  there  should  be  at  least  two  Powder-Mills  in  this  Co- 
lony besides  the  Powder-Mill  at  Andover,  and  the  two  that 
are  erecting  at  the  cost  of  the  Colony : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  term  of  nine  months, 
from  the  15ih  of  February  last,  be  allowed  for  erecting  the 
Powder-Mills  in  said  Resolve  described ;  and  that  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall,  in  all  respects  other  than  by  the 
time  limited  in  the  said  Resolve,  comply  with  the  terms  and 
conditions  thereof  within  the  said  nine  months,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  said  Premiums. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  William  Brown,  Adjutant  of  the  First  Regiment  in  Mid- 
dlesex ;  Thomas  Knowks,  Adjutant  of  the  Second  Regiment 
in  Barnstable ;  Isaac  Johnson,  First  Major  of  the  Third  Re- 
giment in  Plymouth ;  and  William  Eaton,  First  Major  of  the 
I'ifth  Regiment  in  Lincoln. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  this  Court  of  the  1st  of  April 
last,  the  Commissary-General  was  directed  to  clear  out  and 
repair  all  such  Cannon  now  lying  at  Boston  and  Castle-Island, 
which  he  judges  may  be  made  (it  for  use :  And  whereas  it 
is  of  great  importance  to  this  Colony  that  the  most  speedy 
and  effectual  measures  be  immediately  taken  to  carry  into 
execution  the  Resolve  before-mentioned : 

Resolved,  That  Lemuel  Robinson,  Esq.,  be  appointed, 
with  the  Commissary-General,  for  the  purposes  in  said  Re- 
solve mentioned  ;  and  they  are  directed  to  procure  all  such 
of  said  Cannon  as  they  shall  judge  fit  for  use  to  be  repaired 
in  the  most  expeditious  manner. 

Whereas  by  reason  of  the  removal  of  the  Continental 
Anny  from  this  Colony,  it  is  become  necessary  that  Guards 


should  be  kept  at  some  parts  of  the  Sea-Coasts  near  Bos- 
ton : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  one  new  Company  of  men, 
to  consist  of  one  hundred  men,  inclusive  of  Officers,  be  im- 
mediately raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coasts  of  this 
Colony,  on  the  same  establishment  of  pay  and  subsistence- 
which  was  granted  by  the  Resolve  above-mentioned ;  the 
said  Company  to  be  constituted  in  manner  following,  viz : 
one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,. four  Sergeants,  four  Corjio- 
rals,  one  Dmmmer,  one  Fifer,  and  eighty-seven  Privates ; 
and  that  the  said  Company  shall  be  posted  and  do  duty 
in  such  manner,  and  in  such  divisions  or  parties,  as  the 
honourable  Council  shall  order ;  who  are  hereby  empow- 
ered to  distribute  the  said  Company  at  Dorchester,  Wey- 
mouth, Braintree,  and  Hingham,  until  the  further  order  of 
this  Court.  And  the  Captain  and  Subalterns  for  the  said 
Company  shall  be  appointed  by  this  Court,  and  the  Non- 
commissioned Officers,  Drummer  and  Fifer,  for  the  same, 
shall  arm  and  equip  himself  with  a  good  effective  Fire- 
Arm,  Bayonet,  Cartouch-Box,  Blanket,  and  Knapsack,  half 
a  pound  of  Powder,  twenty  Bullets,  and  four  Flints ;  and 
none  of  the  said  men  shall  pass  muster  unless  so  equipped 
and  provided.  And  all  the  Officers  and  Privates  of  said 
Company  shall  be  holden  to  serve,  and  be  in  the  pay  of  this 
Colony,  as  hereafter  expressed,  viz  :  The  Commission  Offi- 
cers from  the  time  of  the  date  of  their  respective  com- 
missions, and  the  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Privates 
from  the  time  they  shall  pass  muster  respectively,  unto  the 
first  day  of  December  next,  unless  the  General  Court  shall 
discharge  them,  or  any  part  of  them,  before  that  time  ;  and 
that  the  Commissary-General  shall  appoint  some  faithful 
man  under  him,  to  issue  Rations  to  the  said  Company, 
according  to  the  establishment  of  subsistence  for  the  men 
raised  for  the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coast,  expressed  in  the 
Resolve  abovesaid  of  the  27th  of  December  last. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Hale  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
licensed  to  erect  a  Powder-Mill  in  the  Town  of  Springfield, 
in  the  County  of  Hampshire. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  May  3,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Bowdoin,  James  Otis,  William 
Sever,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb  Cushing,  Thomas 
Cushing,  John  Winthrop,  Benjamin  Chadbourn,  John  Whetcomb, 
Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor,  Michael  Farley, 
Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  Esquires. 

A  Bill  entided  "  An  Act  for  raising  and  forming  a  Regi- 
ment of  Horse  out  of  the  several  Regiments  of  Foot,  in  the 
County  of  Worcester,"  having  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  be  enacted : 

In  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
(by  ballot)  of  the  following  Officers  for  the  Penobscot  Re- 
giment, viz :  Joseph  Brewer,  Colonel ;  Jonathan  Lowder, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Mitchell,  Junior,  First  Major ; 
Daniel  Neal,  Second  Major. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  which  passed  the  honourable 
House  of  Representatives  the  .31st  of  October  last,  and  was 
concurred  by  the  Board  the  1st  day  o{ November,  1775,  the 
Commissary-General  was  directed  to  pay  for  all  such  Fire- 
Arms,  manufactured  in  this  Colony,  anrl  finished  as  in 
said  Resolve  expressed,  and  delivered  to  the  Commissary's 
store  in  Watertown  on  or  before  the  1st  of  June  next,  the 
sum  of  three  Pounds  for  each  Fire-Arm  ;  and  for  the  con- 
venience of  such  manufacturers,  it  was  also  resolved  that 
the  several  persons  whose  names  are  in  said  Resolve  men- 
tioned, be  respectively  empowered  to  receive  for  the  Colony 
at  the  price,  and  during  the  time  aforesaid,  all  Fire-Anns 
which  should  be  offered  them  for  sale,  manufactured  as 
aforesaid:  And  whereas  the  Commissary-General  has  not 
obtained  the  number  of  Fire-Arms  which  he  has  been  direct- 
ed to  procure  for  the  use  of  this  Colony :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony, 
and  the  several  persons  mentioned  in  the  Resolve  above 
referred  to,  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  receive  and 
pay  for  each  Fire-Arm  manufactured  and  finished  as  before- 
mentioned,  that  shall  be  delivered  them,  until  the  1st  day  of 
October  next,  the  sum  of  three  Pounds ;  and  are  hereby 
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directed  to  apply  to  the  Council  for  a  warrant  or  warrants 
upon  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  for  such  sum  or  sums 
as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  the  purpose. 

Whereas  the  time  fixed  by  this  Court  for  receiving  and 
paying  for  Saltpetre  maiuifictured  in  this  Colony,  at  the 
rate  of  seven  Shillings  a  pound,  expires  on  the  1st  of  June ; 
and  lest  there  should  be  a  neglect  in  continuing  the  manu- 
facture of  that  important  article  : 

It  is  Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick 
Treasury  of  this  Colony  the  sum  of  five  Shillings  (inclu- 
sive of  three  Shillings  before  engaged)  a  pound,  for  every 
pound  of  good  and  merchantable  Saltpetre  that  strall  be 
manufactured  in  this  Colony,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
June  next,  until  the  1st  day  of  October  next,  and  deUvcred 
to  such  persons  as  the  General  Court  shall  appoint  to  re- 
ceive the  same ;  and  Mr.  Story  is  appointed  to  cause  this 
Resolve  to  be  printed  in  the  several  Newspapers. 

Whereas  a  Company  of  men,  stationed  at  Gloucester, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Daniel  Giddings,  were  or- 
dered by  a  Resolve  of  this  Court  to  march  to  Boston,  to 
assist  in  fortifying  that  Town  and  Harbour ;  and  whereas  it 
appears  to  this  Court  that  the  men  stationed  at  Gloiwestcr 
are  not  more  than  sufficient  to  guard  and  defend  that  place : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Resolve  for  ordering  the 
Company  of  men  aforesaid  to  march  to  Boston,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  declared  null  and  void,  and  that  the  Company 
aforesaid  remain  in  the  station  they  were  fixed  at  Gloucester 
aforesaid,  till  the  further  order  of  this  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fortifying  the  Town 
and  Harbour  of  Boston,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empower- 
ed to  hire,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  a  fui'ther  number  of  men, 
not  exceeding  two  hundred,  if  they  find  them  necessary,  on 
the  best  terms  they  can  be  procured ;  and  said  men  to  be 
employed  in  fortifying  said  Harbour  with  the  utmost  expe- 
dition, and  them,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  dismiss  as  soon  as 
the  safety  of  the  Town  and  Harbour  oi Boston  will  permit^ 
or  by  order  of  the  General  Court. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  tbe  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Honourable  Thomas  Cushing,  Esq., 
the  sum  of  twenty-two  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  five 
Pence,  in  full  of  his  Account  of  Expenses  in  travelling  to 
and  from  Philadelphia,  to  attend  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  immediately  raised  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  Colony,  a  Company  of  Artillery,  consisting  of 
fifty  able-bodied  effective  men,  viz  :  Captain,  witli  the  rank 
of  Major,  one  Captain-Lieutenant,  two  Lieutenants,  four 
Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  six  Bombardiere,  six  Gunners, 
one  DiTimmer,  one  Fifer,  and  twenty-four  Matrosses ;  to  be 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  Colonel  Josiah  fVhitney, 
until  the  further  order  of  this  Court,  the  Commissioned 
Officers  to  be  appointed  by  this  Court,  and  conmiissioned 
by  the  Council ;  they,  (the  said  Commissioned  Officers,)  or 
the  major  part  of  them,  to  appoint  the  Non-Comniissioned 
Officers,  and  inlist  the  remainder  of  the  Company.  And 
each  of  the  Company  shall  be  equipped  and  provided  with 
the  same  kind  of  warlike  accoutrements,  and  shall  have  the 
same  allowance  of  provisions,  as  is  provided  and  established 
for  the  Regiment  last  raised  for  fortifying  the  Town  and 
Harbour  of  Boston ;  and  shall  be  holden  to  continue  in  the 
service  of  this  Colony  from  the  time  of  their  inlistment  to 
the  2d  day  of  May  next,  if  the  service  shall  require. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  each 
Officer  and  Private  in  the  Comi)any  aforesaid,  at  the  rates 
following,  by  the  Calendar  month,  viz: 

Captain,  with  the  Each  Corporal,     £2  6  0 

rank  of  Major,  £6  10  0  Bombardiei-s,  each    2  4  6 

Captain-Lieuten-  Gunnei-s,  each    -     2  4  0 

ant,      -     -     -  5  10  0  Drunnner,      -     -     2  4  0 

First  Lieutenant,  4  10  0  Fifer,        ---230 

Second  Lieutenant,    3)00  Matrosses,  each  -     2  3  0 

Each  Sergeant,  -  2  10  0 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Greenleaf  and 
others,  the  Committee  of  the  General  Court  a]jpointed  to 
.purchase  Sulphur,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  providing  a  speedy  and 
.cheap  course  for  the  Recovery  of  Debts,"  having  passed 
(the  House  of  Representatives  to  be  enacted : 


In  Council :  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

In  the  House  .of  Representatives :  Ordered,  That  the 
following  Letter  be  signed  by  the  President  of  the  Council, 
and  bo  forwarded  to  the  Indian  Chiefs  of  the  Penobscot 
Tribe,  viz : 

"  To  our  Brethren  the  Indian  Chiefs  of  the  Penobscot  Tribe  : 

"  Fkiends  and  good  BnoTiiERS,  Greeting  :  This  let- 
ter is  to  ac(juaint  you  that  we  received  your  favour  by 
Lieutenant  Gilman,  dated  at  Penobscot  River,  the  22d  of 
November,  1775,  by  which  you  have  acquainted  us  that 
you  made  choice  of  INIr.  Jonathan  Lowder  for  your  Truck- 
master,  and  finding  that  Mr.  Prelle  was  a|)pointed,  you 
were  not  contented,  and  that  you  want  to  know  how  the 
alteration  came  to  be  made.  You  say  you  have  heard  that 
it  was  altered  by  means  of  two  young  Indians  that  came 
here.  In  answer  to  this,  we  tell  you  that  we  are  sorry  that 
you  are  not  contented  with  Mr.  Preble,  and  have  so  many 
complaints  against  him.  This  alteration  in  tlie  Truckmas- 
ter  happened  by  a  very  great  mistake,  as  both  these  men 
wei-e  to  keep  at  Penobscot ;  but  we  trust  you  will  excuse  it, 
as  we  were  then  very  much  troubled  with  the  white  peo- 
ple of  Old  England,  which  we  have  since  drove  out  of  our 
Colony.  You  tell  us  that  when  you  agi'ee  to  a  thing,  you 
mean  to  stand  to  it.  We  mean  to  stand  to  all  the  promises 
we  have  made  to  you.  You  may  depend  on  it,  that  all  we 
have  promised  you  will  be  done  by  us.  Captain  Lane  is 
obliged  to  go  to  New-York,  and  he  cannot  come  to  you 
this  summer ;  but  we  have  ordered  Lieutenant  Gilman  to 
keep  at  Penobscot  with  you.  You  desire  us  to  mind  nobody 
but  the  heads  of  )'our  tribes.  We  desire  you  for  the  time 
to  come,  to  sign  all  the  letters  you  send  us  with  your  mark, 
that  we  may-  not  be  deceived. 

"  Dear  lirothere :  We  have  the  pleasure  to  tell  you  that, 
by  the  help  of  God,  we  have  drove  the  wicked  people  of 
Old  England  out  of  our  Colony,  and  we  trust  and  believe  we 
shall  be  able  to  keep  them  out.  We  have  built  forts  in  almost 
all  our  towns  that  are  near  the  water.  We  are  also  building 
a  great  many  ships  of  war,  with  which  we  intend  to  drive 
away  all  their  ships.  We  have  heard  that  our  enemy  intends 
to  go  to  Canada  this  summer.  If  they  do,  we  trust  you  will 
help  us  to  drive  them  away,  if  we  should  want  you. 

"  Your  letter  came  so  late  that  a  great  many  of  our  Court 
were  gone  home  before  we  read  it ;  therefore  we  shall  order 
the  further  consideration  of  it  to  the  next  General  Court, 
which  will  be  in  June.  They  will  find  you  a  Truckmaster 
that  you  will  be  contented  with,  who  will  trade  with  you 
and  supply  you  with  such  things  as  you  will  want,  if  they 
can  be  bought. 

"  We  wish  you  a  blessing,  health,  and  prosperity,  and 
are  your  friends  and  brothers,  &ic." 

Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Andrew  Gilman  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  directed  to  continue  in  the  service  to  which  he 
was  heretofore  appointed  by  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  a 
late  Resolve  of  tins  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
And  that  there  be  paid  to  the  said  Andrew  Gilman,  out 
of  the  Colony  Treasury,  the  sum  of  four  Pounds,  as  advance 
wages. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  Deer- 
Island,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  deliver  unto 
Jonathan  Rich,  of  Marblehead,  the  Schooner  Nightingale, 
with  her  cargo  and  appurtenances,  that  was  taken  into  cus- 
tody some  time  in  August  last  past,  by  said  Committee,  it 
not  appearing  upon  examination  that  the  said  Rich  has  acted 
anything  against  this  or  the  other  United  Colonies  whereby 
his  property  should  be  forfeited  :  he  giving  the  said  Committee 
a  discharge  from  any  demands  he  may  have  against  them 
for  detaining  said  vessel  and  cargo. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  May  4,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  HonouraHe  James  Otis,  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  Wal- 
ter Sjiooncr,  Caleb  Cushing,  Thomas  Cushing,  Benjamin  Chailhourni 
John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor, 
Michael  Farley,  Samuel  Holten,  Jabcz  Fisher,  Joseph  Palmer,  Benja- 
min White,  Esquires, 

Whereas  by  a  Resolve  of  this  Court  in  March  last,  a 
Committee  was  appointed,  after  the  enemy  fled  from  Boston, 
to  repair  to  the  Town  of  Boston,  and  there  take  possession 
of  Houses  and  Real  Estates,  personal,  and  other  moveable 
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effects,  belonging  to  Mandamus  Counsellors  and  othei-s,  that 
were  left  in  the  said  town,  by  any  pui-son  who  went  off 
with  the  Fleet  and  Army  and  to  keep  the  same  in  their 
possession  till  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court :  And 
whereas,  afterwards,  viz  :  on  the  19th  day  o[  April  last,  a 
Resolve  passed  this  Court,  empowering  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  &C.,  to  lease  out  the  Real  Estates  of  cer- 
tain persons  therein  particularly  mentioned,  and  to  return  an 
inventory  of  all  Personal  Estates  belonging  to  such  persons 
as  they  should  receive  into  their  possession,  as  by  the  same 
Resolve  will  fully  appear:  And  whereas  it  is  apprehended 
by  some  persons  that  the  Resolve  last  mentioned  may  in- 
terfere with  the  Resolve  appointing  the  Committee  afore- 
said to  take  possession  of  all  the  Personal  Estates  of  those 
who  went  off  from  Boston  with  the  Fleet  and  Army  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  purpose  first  mention- 
ed, be,  and  they  hereby  are,  fully  authorized  and  empowered 
to  retain  in  their  possession  all  such  Real  and  Personal 
Estate  as  they  have  already  taken,  or  hereafter  may,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  first  appointment,  take  into  their  possession  ; 
and  lease  out  said  Real  Estates,  as  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence, &,c.,  are  authorized  to  do,  till  the  further  order 
of  the  Great  and  General  Court  of  this  Colony,  the  Resolve 
of  the  19th  of  April  notwithstanding ;  provided  always, 
that  until  the  further  order  of  the  General  Court,  there  be 
allowed  to  the  wives  and  children  of  such  obnoxious  persons 
as  are  above  described,  so  much  out  of  their  respective 
Estates,  or  the  improvement  thereof,  as  is  necessary,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Committee,  ibr  their  support,  they  being 
unable  otherwise  to  support  themselves. 

And  whereas  sundry  articles  of  the  Estates  above-men- 
tioned may  be  liable  to  perish : 

It  is  therefore  further  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  first 
aforesaid  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  and  empowered 
to  dispose  of  such  perishable  articles,  and  such  only,  by  pub- 
lick  sale,  and  render  an  account  of  the  proceeds  to  the 
General  Court,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Accounts  of  the 
Guardians  of  the  several  Tribes  of  Indians  in  this  Colony, 
have  accordingly  examined  the  Accounts  of  Jonathan  Capcn, 
Guardian  of  the  Puncapang  Indians,  and  beg  leave  to  re- 
port as  follows,  viz : 

That  it  appears  there  was  a  balance  due  to  said 
Guardian,  at  the  last  settlement  of  his  Ac- 
counts, of     £18  15  2 

The  said  Guardian  has  paid  to  sundry  persons,  -     13   19  6^ 
Guardian's  Account  for  articles  delivered  to  the 
Indians  since  last  settlement,  and  for  seve- 
ral journeys,  time,  and  expense,  in  selling 
land,  as  ordered  by  Court,      -    -    -    -    -     12     58.^ 

45     0  5 

Credit  given  for  land  sold  by  said  Guardian,  -     40  16  0 

Balance  due  to  said  Guardian,  -----  445 

Dr.  Grossman's  Account,      ......  8196J 

Dr.  Wales's  Account,      -------  154 

The  Guardian's  Account,  for  his  services  two 

years  and  a  half,  at  diirty  Shillings,  -     -     -  .3   15  0 

So  that  the  aforesaid  Tribe  is  indebted  to  sun- 
dry persons,       -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -£18     4  3J^ 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  providing  for  a  more  equal 
Representation  in  the  General  Court,"  having  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  be  enacted  : 

In  Council :  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

The  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the  Council, 
went  down  with  the  following  Message  to  the  House,  viz : 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

"  There  is  a  considerable  expense  arising  for  the  support  of 
Prisoners  sent  hither  from  time  to  time,  who  were  taken  on 
board  vessels  infesting  this  coast,  or  supplying  our  enemies, 
and  the  guards  accompanying  them.  No  directions  have 
yet  been  given  in  what  manner  this  expense  siiall  be  de- 
frayed. We  recommend  it  to  you  to  take  this  matter  into 
your  consideration,  that  some  general  regulations  may  be 
established  relative  thereto. 

"  in  the  name  and  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil:  "James  Otis,  President." 


Whereas  Joseph  Palmer,  Esquire,-  and  others.  Justices  of 
the  Peace  for  the  County  of  ilSuffolk,  were,  on  the  6th  day 
of  April  last,  empowered  and  directed  by  the  General 
Court  to  cause  to  be  apprehended  and  brought  before  them, 
sundry  jiersons,  resident  in  Boston,  suspected  of  being  con- 
cerned in  aiding  and  assisting  the  enemies  of  the  United 
Colonies,  but  no  special  power  was  given  to  the  said  Jus- 
tices to  cause  to  be  brought  before  them  any  pereons  who 
could  give  evidence  in  their  inquiry  aforesaid  ;  and  it  being 
represented  by  some  of  the  said  Justices  that  sundry  jier- 
sons  have  refused  to  appear  and  give  evidence  when  sum- 
moned thereto : 

Resolved,  That  said  Justices,  or  either  of  them,  are  here- 
by empowered  to  cause  to  be  brought  before  them,  by  special 
warrant,  all  persons  w  ho  shall  refuse  to  apjiear  after  being 
summoned  thereto;  and  upon  their  refusal  to  give  testimony 
of  such  mattei-s  as  they  shall  know  touching  the  inquiry 
aforesaid,  to  commit  them  to  prison,  until  they  shall  be  wil- 
ling to  give  testimony  of  what  they  know  touching  such 
inquiry,  or  until  they  shall  be  discharged  by  order  of  law, 
or  by  special  order  of  the  General  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  Vessel  now  building  at  Salisbury  by 
the  Committee  for  building  and  fixing  out  Armed  Vessels, 
be  rigged  a  Brigantine  instead  of  a  Sloop ;  and  that  Captain 
Souter,  who  has  been  chosen  one  of  the  Commanders  of  said 
Vessels,  have  the  command  of  said  Vessel  building  at  Salis- 
bury, as  soon  as  she  can  be  completed ;  and  the  said  Com- 
mittee are  hereby  empowered  to  arm  and  mount  said  Ves- 
sels with  Cannon  of  such  size  as  they,  upon  consulting  said 
Commanders,  shall  judge  most  expedient,  provided  the  num- 
ber on  board  each  be  not  less  than  tw.elve  nor  more  tlian 
sixteen,  any  Resolve  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  May  G,  1776. 

Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb 
Cusliing,  Benjamin  Cliadbourn,  John  Whetcomb,  Eldad  Taylor, 
Samuel  Holten,  Jabez  Fisher,  Benjamin  White,  Jedediah  Foster, 
Ksquires. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Bassett,  who  was  appointed  by 
this  Court  to  command  the  Forces  stationed  at  the  Eliza- 
beth Islands  and  Martha's  Vineyard,  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
empowered  and  directed  to  remove  some  of  the  Cannon 
(not  to  exceed  nine-pounders)  taken  out  of  the  Vessels 
lately  stranded  at  or  near  Truro,  commanded  by  one  Cap- 
tain Holmes,  to  the  said  Elizabeth  Islands  and  Martha's 
Vineyard,  to  be  placed  and  used  in  such  manner  for  the 
defence  of  those  Islands  as  the  said  Major  shall  judge  pro- 
per, till  the  further  order  of  this  Court ;  and  that  Colonel 
Freeman  be  directed  to  deliver  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
of  Powder,  which  he  purchased  for  the  use  of  said  Forces,  to 
the  Commissary  thereof;  and  that  he  pay  unto  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Colony  the  sum  of  fifty-one  Pounds  two  Shillings,  law- 
ful money,  being  the  balance  due  to  the  Colony  of  the  one 
hundred  Pounds,  lawful  money,  which  Samuel  Freeman, 
Colonel  Otis,  and  Colonel  Hallet,  received  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Cannon  and  Ammunition 
for  said  Forces  by  order  of  this  Court ;  and  the  Commissary's 
receipt  for  said  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  Powder,  and 
the  Treasurer's  receipts  (one  of  which  to  be  lodged  with  the 
Secretary)  for  the  aforesaid  sum  of  fifty-one  Pounds  two 
Shillings,  shall  be  in  full  discharge  of  the  aforesaid  one  hun- 
dred Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Willinm  Day,  die  sum  of  nine  Pounds 
eii'ht  Shillings,  in  full  of  his  services  as  Barrackmaster  in 
the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  John  Monro,  Jun.,  the  sum  of  three 
Pounds  thirteen  Shillings,  in  full  for  his  losses  in  the  battle 
of  Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  the  six  half  barrels  of  Powder,  and  the 
four  tliousand  Flints,  drafted  out  of  the  Town  stock  of  i?ox- 
bury  by  order  of  Congress  of  May  25,  1775,  be  replaced, 
according  to  a  Petition  of  the  Selectmen  of  that  Town  ;  and 
the  Commissary  of  this  Colony  is  hereby  directed  to  replace 
them  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  Colony  Magazine  will  admit 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  thepublick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Heirs  of  Amaziah  Fassett,  the  sum  of 
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seven  Pounds  fifteen  Sliillings  and  two  Pence,  in  full  of  his 
losses  at  the  battle  of  Charkstoum. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Colonel  William  Frtscott,  the  sum  of  six 
Pounds  and  six  Pence,  in  full  of  his  losses  at  the  battle  of 
Charkstoum. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Trcasuiy 
of  this  Colony,  to  Zcbcon  HooJcer  and  five  others,  the  sum 
of  eight  Pounds  two  Shillings,  in  full  for  their  losses  at  the 
battle. of  Charlestojtm. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Tuesday,  May  7,  1776. 
Present  in  Council:  Honourable  James  Otis,  Waller  Spooncr,  Caleb 
CushiiiR,  John  Winthrop,  'I'homas  Cashing,  Benjamin  Chadbourn, 
John  Whetcomb,  Jedeiliah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  ElJad  Taylor, 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten, 
Jabrz  Fisher,  .Moses  Gill,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Orne,  Mr.  fVcbster,  and  Major 
Moody,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  be  a  Committee  forth- 
with to  apply  to  Mr.  Jacob  Boardman  and  others,  who  have 
lately  imported  Powder  into  Netvhuryport,  for  the  purchasing 
said  Powder  on  account  of  this  Colony ;  and  if  the  said 
Boardman  ^  Co.  shall  refuse  to  sell  said  Powder  agreeable 
to  the  encouragement  given  them  by  this  Court  for  the  im- 
portation thereof,  (as  is  reported,)  that  the  Committee  afore- 
said purchase  the  same  on  the  best  terms  it  can  be  obtained, 
not  exceeding  six  Shillings  per  pound. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  purchase 
Powder  at  Newburyjjort  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to 
store  the  Powder  in  proper  Magazines,  in  the  following 
manner,  provided  the  whole  quantity  is  purchased ;  if  not,  to 
be  distributed  in  the  several  aftermentioned  Towns  or  places 
in  proportion  to  the  quantity  purchased,  and  put  under  the 
care  of  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns,  said  Selectmen 
giving  their  receipts  to  the  Commissary -General  of  this 
Colony  for  the  quantity  received,  and  for  the  use  of  this 
Colony,  viz:  At  Falmouth,  in  Casco-Bay,  nine  hundred 
pounds ;  at  Gloucester,  one  thousand  pounds ;  at  Marble- 
head,  one  thousand  poimds ;  at  Danvers,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  pounds;  at  Salem,  five  hundred  pounds;  at  Be- 
verley, two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds ;  at  Watertown,  four 
thousand  pounds ;  at  Roxbury,  four  thousand  pounds  ;  at 
Concord,  five  thousand  pounds;  at  Stoughton,  two  thou- 
sand pounds. 

A  Bill  entitled  "  An  Act  for  fixing  out  Armed  Vessels  to 
defend  the  Sea-Coast  o{  America,"  having  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  be  enacted : 

ii  Council:  Read  a  second  time,  and  passed  a  concur- 
rence to  be  enacted. 

Whereas  Elisha  Porter,  Esq.,  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Hampshire,  is  now  absent  from  his  County  in  Canada  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  doubts  may  arise 
whether  it  will  be  regular  and  law/iil  for  any  one  of  his 
Deputies  to  sign  and  send  precepts  to  the  Selectmen  of 
the  several  Towns  in  the  said  County  for  the  choice  of 
Representatives  for  the  next  General  Assembly : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  either  of  the  Deputy  Sheriffs 
of  the  said  Elisha  be,  and  hereby  is,  fully  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make,  sign,  and  issue  Precepts  for  the  choice 
of  Representatives  for  the  said  General  Assembly  to  the 
several  Towns  in  the  said  County  of  Hampshire,  and  return 
the  same ;  and  that  such  Precepts  so  made,  issued,  and  re- 
turned, be  to  all  intents  as  valid  and  effectual,  and  all  pro- 
ceedings thereon  held  as  good  in  law,  as  if  they  were  signed, 
issued,  and  returned  by  the  said  Elisha  himself,  notwith- 
standing the  Writ  for  issuing  and  returning  such  Precepts  is 
directed  to  the  said  Elisha  solely,  and  not 

Whereas  this  Court  at  their  present  session  passed  a  Re- 
solve tiiat  there  should  be  delivered  out  of  the  publick 
Treasury  the  sum  of  one  thousand  two  hundred  I'ounds 
unto  the  Honourable  John  Taylor,  James  Noble  Shannon, 
and  others,  to  be  expended  as  by  the  said  Resolve  is  pro- 
vided, for  the  support  and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  between  Camden  and  Machias,  inclu- 
sively: And  whereas  the  Committee  of  the  Township  of 
Frenchman's  Bay,  which  is  included  between  said  Camden 
and  Machias,  are  desirous  of  laying  out  that  part  of  the 
said  sum  which  is  designed  for  them  in  such  way  as  they 
suppose  will  be  most  for  the  advantage  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Townships : 


It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Noble  Shan- 
non, and  the  others  of  the  said  Committee  who  have  the  said 
sum  in  their  hands,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  pay 
Agreen  Crabtree,  Ezra  Young,  and  Daniel  Sullivan,  Agents 
for  the  said  Townships  of  Frenchman's  Bay  and  Mount-De- 
sert, the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty  Pounds,  being  the 
share  of  said  Townships  according  to  their  number  of  in- 
habitants, .said  Sullivan,  Young,  and  Crabtree,  giving  their 
security  therefor  to  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony  on  or  before  the  time  which  they  (the  said  Shannon 
and  others)  are  obliged  to  pay  the  sum  aforesaid  into  tlie 
Treasury,  which  security  of  the  said  Sullivan,  Young,  and 
Crabtree,  shall  be  lodged  with  the  said  Shan7ion. 

Whereas  there  is  a  number  of  Fire-Arms  left  by  the  Bri- 
tish Troops,  which  Arms  belonged  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Boston,  were  delivered  up  by  agreement  in  April  last,  and 
were  appraised  by  five  Armourers  in  the  condition  they 
were  left  in,  with  some  old  brass  and  iron  Trimmings  for 
said  Arms,  at  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  Pounds 
six  Shillings  and  one  Penny  three  Farthings : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  be  directed  to  apply  to 
the  Selectmen  of  Boston  for  said  Arms,  and  cause  them  to 
be  repaired  for  the  use  of  said  Colony,  he  paying  the  Se- 
lectmen of  Boston  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-four  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  one  Penny  three  Far- 
things. 

Return  of  the  Fire-Arms,  with  their  value,  as  appraised  by 
five  Armourers,  in  the  condition  they  were  left  by  the 
British  Ti-oops,  which  Arms  belonged  to  the  inhabitants 
oi  Boston,  and  were  delivered  up  by  agreement,  in  April 
1775: 
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Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Grcenleaf,  Ste- 
phen  Cross,  Esq.,  Mr.  Daniel  Hopkins,  and  Captain  Daniel 
Vose,  the  Committee  appointed  by  this  Court  to  purchase 
Sulpliur,  the  sum  of  six  hundred  Pounds,  said  Committee  to 
be  accountable  to  the  General  Court  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into 
their  possession  the  Effects  of  such  obnoxious  persons  who 
have  left  Boston  with  the  Fleet  and  Array,  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  directed  to  take  an  inventory  of  the  Books, 
Bonds,  valuable  Papers  of  all  kinds,  and  all  other  articles 
which  have  been  or  may  be  found,  which  were  in  the  pos- 
session of  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Colony ; 
and  that  they  deliver  said  Books,  Papers,  k,c.,  into  the 
hands  of  our  present  Colony  Treasurer,  and  take  his  receipt 
for  said  articles,  and  lodge  it  in  the  Secretary's  Office. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Samuel  Tufts  and  Captain  Edmund  Saw- 
yer, or  their  order,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds,  to  en- 
able them  to  j)urchase  and  pay  for  Saltpetre,  for  the  use  of 
this  Colony,  they  to  be  accountable  to  the  General  Court 
for  the  same. 

Wednesday,  May  8,  1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb 
Cushing,  John  Winthrop,  Thomas  Cushing,  Benjamin  Chadbourn, 
John  Whetcomb,  Jedediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor, 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holten, 
JhIwz  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  Benjamin  White,  Esquires. 

Whereas,  fillliam  Wood,  Robert  Ayles,  and  others,  who 
were  taken  in  bringing  supplies  to  the  enemy  of  the  United 
Colonies,  have  obtained  leave  from  this  Court  to  proceed  to 
Great  Britain  on  their  parole ;  but  die  said  }Vood,  Ayle, 
and  others,  having  delayed  their  voyage,  and  being  now  on 
board  a  Schooner  in  the  Harbour  of  Gloucester,  with  design 
to  proceed  on  the  voyage  aforesaid  ;  and  as  a  powerful  Fleet 
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and  Army  are  now  on  our  coast,  and  their  having  informa- 
tion of  the  present  circumstances  and  movements  of  this 
Colony  may  be  of  dangerous  tendency, 

It  is  tiierefore  Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  of  said 
Gloucester  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  empowered  and  direct- 
ed to  haul  up  and  strip  said  Schooner,  and  detain  the  said 
JVood  and  Aylc,  and  all  other  pei-sons  designing  to  go  to 
England  in  said  Schooner,  until  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour 
of  Boston  be  a  Committee  of  War,  whose  business  it  shall 
be,  until  the  first  meeting  of  the  next  General  Court,  to 
direct  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony  respecting 
taking  in  and  deliveiing  out  the  warlike  Stores  of  this  Co- 
lony  to  and  from  the  publick  Magazines,  as  the  exigences 
thereof  may  require  ;  and,  also,  to  appoint  agents,  and  in  all 
respects  provide  for  and  give  such  instructions  to  the  Com- 
manded of  the  Armed  Vessels  that  are  or  may  be  fitted  out 
on  account  of  this  Colony,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times,  in  all  respects,  as  to  them  shall  appear  necessary  for 
the  defence  and  interest  of  this  Colony,  or  the  United  Co- 
lonies, and  not  contrary  to  the  Resolves  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  or  any  Law  or  Resolve  of  the  General  Court. 
And  the  said  Committee  are  further  empowered  to  direct  the 
Commissary-General  of  this  Colony  to  procure  all  such  war- 
like Stores  as  they  may  find  necessary  for  the  defence  and 
security  of  this  Colony.  And  the  Council  are  hereby  em- 
powered to  grant  Warrants  to  the  said  Committee,  on  the 
Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  for  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as 
the  Committee  aforesaid  may  have  occasion  for ;  and  that 
said  Committee  be  accountable  for  the  expenditures  of  the 
money  so  received. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  to  the  Officers  and  Sol- 
diers of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony,  that  were  called  in  at 
the  request  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington,  when 
the  Continental  Army  took  possession  of  the  Heights  of 
Dorchester,  Rations,  in  such  proportion  as  are  allowed  in  the 
said  Continental  Army,  from  the  time  of  the  said  Militia 
marching  from  their  places  of  abode  until  their  return  to 
their  respective  homes ;  and  the  Officers  of  said  Militia  are 
directed  to  make  up  their  Rolls  accordingly. 

Whereas  Captain  White,  in  Colonel  Whitney's  Regiment, 
who  had  Beating  Orders,  has  declined  the  service ;  and  othei-s 
who  have  received  Beating  Ordei-s,  may  do  tlie  same ;  and 
die  General  Court  being  about  to  rise : 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  Council  be  empowered 
to  issue  Orders  to  some  meet  persons  for  raising  a  Company, 
instead  of  the  said  White,  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
who  may  resign  their  Orders  for  raising  Soldiers  for  the  said 
Regiment,  and  make  Commissions  for  such  persons  as  may 
receive  such  new  Orders,  if  they  shall  judge  them  proper 
persons  therefor. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  fixing 
out  Armed  Vessels  for  the  defence  o^  America,"  having  had 
two  several  readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

A  Bill  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  supply 
the  Treasury  with  fifty  thousand  Pounds,"  having  had  two 
several  readings,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

Whereas  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Colony  was 
directed  by  a  late  Resolve  of  this  Court  to  procure  ten  Can- 
non for  the  defence  of  the  Town  of  Falmouth ;  and  whereas 
the  same  has  not  yet  been  provided  for  that  purpose, 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Commissary  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  directed  to  deliver  to  Samuel  Freeman,  Esq., 
or  his  order,  ten  Cannon,  of  the  sizes  mentioned  in  said  Re- 
solve, or  as  near  the  size  thereof  as  can  be,  out  of  the  Can- 
non now  in  the  Town  of  Boston,  as  soon  as  they  are  put  in 
repair,  provided  the  Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour  of 
Boston  are  of  opinion  that  the  same  can  be  spared  consis- 
tent with  the  general  interest  and  safety  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  T\mt  upon  Peter  Coffin,  Esq.,  of  Gloucester, 
making  application  to  the  Commissary-General  of  this  Co- 
lony, the  said  Commissary  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the  said 
Coffin,  two  Cannon,  of  eighteen-pounders,  provided  the 
Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour  o(  Boston  judge  that 
it  may  be  done,  and  thirty  Balls  fit  for  the  same ;  and,  also, 
sixty  nine-pound  Balls,  and  take  his  receipt  lor  the  same. 

Whereas  by  an  Act  for  regulating  the  Militia  passed  by 
this  Court,  in  their  session  in  January  last,  it  was  provided 


that  sundry  Intrenching  Tools,  as  by  the  said  Act  it  is  ex- 
pressed, should  be  procured  by  the  Selectmen  in  the  Colony ; 
and  whereas  there  is  the  greatest  reason  to  expect  that  a 
formidable  Fleet  and  Army  will  soon  invade  this  Colony ; 
and  it  being  absolutely  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the 
lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  good  people  thereof,  that 
the  Militia  should  be  put  in  the  best  posture  of  defence : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Selectmen  of  the  several 
Towns  in  this  Colony  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  directed  and 
strictly  enjoined,  as  they  regard  the  lives  of  this  people,  to 
provide  all  Intrenching  Tools,  as  by  the  Act  aforesaid  is 
directed,  without  the  least  delay,  and  that  returns  of  the  same 
be  made  by  said  Selectmen  to  the  General  Court,  on  the  3d 
day  of  the  next  se-ssion  thereof. 

And  it  is  Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolve  be  pub- 
lished by  the  Secretary  in  the  Boston,  Watertoivn,  and 
Worcester  Newspapers,  as  soon  as  may  be. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  May  9, 1776. 
Present  in  Council :  Honourable  James  Otis,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb 
Cushing,  John  Winthrop,  Benjamin  Chadbourn,  Thomas  Cushing, 
John  Whetcomb,  Jetlediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor, 
Michael  Farley,  Samuel  Holtcn,  Jabez  Fisher,  Benjamin  White, 
Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Crane,  Esq.,  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  appointed  to  carry  on  the  manufacturing  of  Gunpowder 
in  the  Colony  Mill  at  Stoughton,  until  the  further  order  of 
the  General  Court ;  and  the  said  Crane  is  hereby  empowered 
and  directed  to  employ,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  so  many 
suitable  persons  as  are  necessary  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
same. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  Crane,  Esq., 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  appointed  to  receive  so  much  Saltpetre 
at  such  convenient  place  near  said  Mill  as  he  shall  appoint 
as  can  be  manufactured  therein,  giving  the  same  therefor  as 
the  Commissary-General  is  audiorized  to  give  at  Watertown; 
for  which  purpose,  the  Commissary-General  is  directed  to 
deliver  to  said  Crane,  the  sum  of  three  htmdred  Pounds ; 
he,  the  said  Crane,  giving  his  receipt  therefor,  and  being 
accountable  to  the  General  Court  for  the  same. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  Crane, 
Esq.,  is  directed  to  establish  lines  at  a  convenient  distance 
from  the  said  Mill,  by  setting  up  posts,  and  extending  rails 
from  one  of  them  to  the  other,  entirely  round  said  Mill,  and 
to  set  proper  guards  at  the  same,  who  shall  be  empowered 
to  fire  upon  any  person  who  shall  attempt,  after  being  three 
times  forbid  by  such  guards,  to  enter  the  said  lines. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  further  order  of  the 
General  Court,  deliver  to  the  said  Crane,  or  order,  so  much 
Saltpetre  as  he  shall  want  to  employ  said  Mill,  over  and 
above  what  he  shall  purchase  as  aforesaid,  provided  there 
shall  be  more  than  sufficient  to  employ  the  Powder-Mill 
built  by  Samuel  Phillips,  Jr.,  at  Andover. 

And  it  is  also  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Vose,  one  of  the 
Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  purchase 
Sulphur,  be  directed  to  supply  the  said  Crane,  with  so  much 
Sulphur  as  he  shall  require  to  keep  the  Mill  aforesaid  in 
constant  employ,  said  Crane  to  be  accountable  to  the  General 
Court  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gordon,  for  his  attendance 
three  months,  and  necessary  expense,  the  sum  of  six  Pounds ; 
and  also  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher,  for  his  attendance  five 
months,  from  the  5th  of  December  to  the  8th  of  May,  and 
for  his  horse-hire  and  necessary  expenses,  the  sum  of  fif- 
teen Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  fortify  Bos- 
ton Harbour  be,  and  hereby  are,  empowered  to  purchase  of 
the  Continent,  take  down  and  transport  to  such  places 
as  they  think  projjer,  and  there  erect,  any  quantity  of  Bar- 
racks they  may  judge  necessary  for  the  use  of  this  Colony, 
not  exceeding  two  thousand  feet. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  aforesaid  prepare  and 
lay  before  the  Council  an  Account  of  such  sums  as  are 
necessary  for  paying  Labourers  and  Carpenters  they  have 
or  may  employ  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Court ;  and  the 
Council  are  hereby  empowered  to  give  them  Warrants  on 
the  Treasury  lor  the  same,  the  said  Comn)ittee  to  be  account- 
able to  the  General  Court  for  the  same. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour 
of  Bonton  be,  and  hei-eby  are,  empowered  and  direcled 
immediately  to  procure  and  prepare  with  everything  ne- 
cessary, such  a  number  of  Fire-Shi))s  and  Rafts  as  they 
may  judge  proper  to  annoy  the  enemy's  ships,  if  they  should 
a^ain  return  to  Boston  Harbour ;  and  the  said  Committee 
are  also  directed  without  delay  to  sink  the  Hulks  before 
ordered  by  this  Court,  in  such  place  and  in  such  manner 
as  the  said  Committee  shall  think  best. 

Also  Resolved,  That  said  Committee,  after  they  shall 
have  completed  the  Fortresses  which  this  Court  have  or- 
dered to  be  made  on  Dorchester-Neck,  Castle-Island,  and 
Noddle's  Island,  be  empowered  to  remove  the  Block-House 
upon  Boston-Neck  to  Govemour^s  Island,  and  place  two 
or  three  Cannon  and  cast  up  Works  there,  if  tiie  said  Com- 
mittee shall,  on  good  advisement,  judge  that  the  enemy 
may  be  thereiiy  prevented  from  landing  and  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  high  ground  on  the  said  Island.  And  the  said 
Committee  are  directed  to  apply  to  General  Ward,  or  such 
other  person  as  may  have  the  care  and  disposition  of  the 
Boats  belonttinji;  to  the  United  Colonies,  for  such  and  so 
many  of  the  said  Boats  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for 
the  use  of  this  Colony,  in  carrying  on  and  defending  the 
Fortresses  which  they  have  been  directed  and  empowered 
to  erect  for  the  defence  of  the  Town  and  Harbour  of  Bos- 
ton. And  the  said  Committee  are  hereby  empowered  to 
engage,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  return  and  deliver  such 
Boats  as  they  may  receive  for  the  use  aforesaid  ;  or  in  default 
thereof  to  make  satisfaction  to  the  United  Colonies  for  such 
of  them  as  shall  not  be  returned  upon  demand,  to  the  person 
or  persons  who  shall  have  right  to  require  the  same  in 
behalf  of  the  said  Colonies. 

Whereas  it  has  been  usual  in  time  of  war  to  keep  one  or 
more  Vessels  to  cruise  as  spies,  and  give  intelligence  of  the 
approach  of  an  enemy,  and  great  advantages  have  accrued 
from  the  same :  And  whereas  the  great  dependance  which 
this  Colony  has  on  the  Militia  thereof  for  defence,  renders  it 
absolutely  necessary  that  timely  advice  should  be  given  of 
the  advance  of  an  enemy : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Speaker,  Captain 
Batchelder,  and  Mr.  Hall,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  ap- 
pointed a  Committee,  to  hire  or  purchase,  and  fit  out,  at  the 
expense  of  this  Colony,  two  swift-sailing  Vessels,  not  ex- 
ceeding forty  tons  each,  to  cruise  on  the  coast  of  America, 
and  give  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
lay  their  accounts  for  fixing  out  said  Vessels  before  the 
General  Court  for  allowance.  And  when  the  said  Vessels 
shall  be  ready  to  sail,  the  Committee  of  War  is  hereby 
en^powered  and  directed  to  man,  arm,  victual,  and  give 
orders  for  their  proceeding ;  which  orders  the  said  Masters 
of  said  Vessels  shall  be  obliged  to  observe  and  obey. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  directed  to  deliver  to  Captain  Josiah  Batchelder,  Jun., 
or  order,  two  large  Cannon  that  were  left  in  the  Town  of 
Boston,  for  the  use  of  the  Town  of  Beverley,  until  the 
further  order  of  the  General  Court,  provided  the  Committee 
of  War  judge  that  it  may  be  done  consistent  with  the  gene- 
ral interest  and  safety  of  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  John  Story,  sub-Commissary  to  Colonel 
Little's  Regiment,  the  sum  of  five  Pounds  five  Shillings,  in 
full  of  his  services. 

Whereas  in  a  contract  made  by  this  Court  with  Samuel 
Phillips,  Jun.,  for  manufacturing  Gunpowder  for  the  use  of 
the  Colony,  it  was  provided  that  the  said  Phillips  keep  a 
sufficient  guard  for  his  Mill :  And  whereas  it  is  necessary 
'  that  the  said  guard  should  be  invested  with  authority  in 
order  to  answer  the  ])urpose  lor  which  it  is  ordered : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  Tiiat  the  said  Phillips  cause  to 
be  placed  round  the  said  Mill,  and  every  building  belonging 
thereto  that  shall  contain  any  Gunpowder,  a  pole  or  line, 
at  the  distance  of  one  rod  at  least ;  and  if  any  person  shall 
enter  within  such  bounds  as  have  been  herein  mentioned, 
at  any  time  between  sun-setting  and  sun-rising,  and  refuse 
or  neglect  to  depart  therefrom  after  having  been  three  times 
called  upon  and  audibly,  by  any  pereon  that  may  be  on 
guard  by  consent  of  the  said  Phillips,  in  such  case  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  guard  to  fire  on  any  person  so  neglect- 
ing or  refusing. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  delivered  out  of  tiie  Commis- 


sary's Store  at  Falmouth,  one  barrel  of  Gunpowder,  and 
that  Brigadier  Thompson  be  a  Committee  to  receive  the 
same  for  said  Ilarpswell  and  Brunswick,  he  being  account- 
able to  this  Court  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary,  appointed  the  29th  of 
March,  1776,  of  the  forces  stationed  at  Dartmouth  for  the 
defence  of  the  Sea-Coast,  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  empowered 
and  directed  by  this  Court,  to  supply  the  Company  stationed 
as  aforesaid,  with  Barracks,  Wood,  and  utensils  to  cook  in, 
and  their  allowances  of  provisions  and  money,  according 
to  the  establishment  made  by  this  Court  on  the  27th  of  De- 
cember last,  for  the  forces  stationed  on  the  Sea-Coast. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 

Friday.  May  10,  1776. 

Prppcnt  in  Council:  Honourable  James  Otis,  Walter  Spooner,  Caleb 
Cushing,  John  Winthrop,  Thomas  Cushing,  Benjamin  Chailhourn, 
John  Whetcoml),  Jcdediah  Foster,  James  Prescott,  Eldad  Taylor, 
Benjamin  White,  Michael  Farley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Samuel  Holteu, 
Jabez  Fisher,  Moses  Gill,  Esquires. 

Resolved,  That  the  three  Regiments  granted  by  this  Court, 
and  to  be  raised  under  the  command  of  Colonels  Marshall, 
JVhitney,  and  Crafts,  when  raised  shall,  until  the  meeting 
of  the  next  General  Court,  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  of  War,  who  are  hereby  empowered  and  directed 
to  put  them,  as  occasion  may  require,  under  the  command 
of  the  General  of  the  Continental  Forces  stationed  within 
this  Colony,  and  at  any  time  when  they  shall  think  proper, 
to  resume  the  same  again. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  this  day  to  hire, 
or  purchase  and  fit  out,  at  the  expense  of  this  Colony,  two 
swift-sailing  Vessels,  not  exceeding  forty  tons  each,  to  cruise 
on  the  Coast  of  America,  and  give  intelligence  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  fully  autho- 
rized and  empowered  to  man,  arm,  and  victual,  the  said  two 
Vessels  fit  for  the  sea  ;  and  that  when  they  are  ready,  the 
Committee  of  War  give  such  orders  to  the  several  Master, 
for  their  proceeding,  as  they  shall  judge  proper,  anything  in 
the  resolve  appointing  the  Committee  aforesaid  to  the  con- 
trary notwitlistanding  ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  receive 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Colony  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred Pounds,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  each  of  the  said 
Committee  to  be  accountable  to  the  General  Court  for  the 
sum  they  shall  respectively  receive. 

In  the  Home  of  Representatives :  The  House  made  choice 
of  the  following  gentlemen  as  Deputy-Commissaries  for  the 
Brigades  of  Militia  in  the  Counties  hereafter  mentioned, 
viz: 

Suffolk,    -----    Mr.  Daniel  Vose. 

Essex,  ------     Mr.  Nathaniel  Farley. 

Middlesex,     -     -     -     -     Jonathan  Brown,  Esq. 

Bristol,     -----     Mr.  Apollos  Leonard. 

WoKCESTEK,    -     -     -     -     Mr.  Joseph  Allen. 

York,    ------     Captain  Williain  Rogers. 

Cumberland,  -     -     -     -     Captain  Pearson  Jones. 

Lincoln,     -----     Major  John  Farley. 

Plymouth,       -     .     -     -     Mr.  Isaac  Lothrop. 

Barnstable,   -     -     -     -     Mr.  Stephen  Nye. 

Hampshire,     .     -     -     -     Dr.  Levi  Shepperd. 

Berkshire,     -     -     -     -     Samuel  Brown,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Ome  and  others,  who  are  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  purchase  a  quantity  of  Powder  lately 
hnported  into  Newburyport,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  em- 
powered to  impress  said  Powder,  and  secure  it  for  the  use 
of  this  Colony,  provided  that  the  importers  of  said  Powder, 
or  others  who  have  or  may  have  the  disposal  thereof,  have 
not  sold  it,  or  refuse  to  sell  it  on  the  terms  on  which  said 
Committee  are  authorized  to  purchase  the  same ;  and  the 
said  Committee  are  directed  to  assure  the  owners  of  the  said 
Powder  that  the  General  Court  will  be  ready  to  hear  any 
reasons  that  may  be  offered  why  they  should  have  a  higher 
price  for  the  same  than  has  been  offered  by  this  Court. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  directed,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  purchase  for  the  use 
of  this  Colony,  besides  what  he  has  already  procured,  five 
hundred  Pick-Axes,  two  hundred  and  fifty  Spades,  five 
hundred  Shovels,  sixty  Crows,  fifty  Wheelbarrows,  four 
hundred  barrels  of  Pork,  one  hundred  barrels  of  Beef,  two 
hundred  barrels  of  Peas  or  Beans,  and  three  hundred  Nar- 
row-Axes. 
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Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Eunice  fVhitcomb,  Administratrix  of  the 
estate  of  Joshua  Whilcomb,  deceased,  the  sum  of  four  Pounds 
seven  Shillings,  in  full  of  his  losses  in  the  battle  of  Charles- 
town. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  pjiid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Timothy  Walker,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  thirty 
Shillings,  for  the  use  o( Benjamin  Gleason,  in  full  of  his  losses 
at  the  battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  17th  of  June  last. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  2!achariah  Weston,  the  sum  of  one  Pound 
twelve  Shillings,  in  full  for  his  losses  at  Lexington. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Eiphraim  Chamberlain,  the  sum  of  one 
Pound  ten  Shillings,  in  full  for  his  losses  at  the  battle  of 
Charkstown. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Court  that  the  appointment 
of  the  Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour  of  Boston  a 
Committee  of  War,  is  likely  to  involve  said  Committee  in 
more  business  than  they  can  attend  to : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Vote  appointing  the 
Committee  for  fortifying  the  Harbour  of  Boston  a  Commit- 
tee of  War,  is  hereby  reconsidered,  and  that  General  Azor 
Orne,  the  Honourable  James  Sullivan,  Esq.,  Colonel  Abram 
Watson,  and  Dame/ CAeeucr,  Esq.,  with  such  as  the  honour- 
able Board  shall  join,  be,  and  hereby  are,  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee of  War,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  Court, 
vested  with  all  the  powers  which  the  said  Committee  for 
fortifying  the  Harbour  of  Boston  were  vested  with  as  a  Com- 
mittee of  War,  the  major  part  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum. 

Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Court  that  divers 
Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  served  in  the  Army  raised  by  this 
Colony  before  the  1st  day  of  August  last,  and  for  whose 
service  Muster-Rolls  have  been  made  up  to  that  time,  have 
received  clothing,  advance  wages,  and  warlike  accoutre- 
ments, to  the  amount  of  a  greater  sum  than  their  wages  were, 
by  which  a  balance  is  become  due  to  the  Colony  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Receiver-General  be,  and 
hereby  is,  directed  to  prepare  a  list  of  the  names  of  all 
Officers  and  Soldiers  from  whom  there  is  any  balance  due 
to  this  Colony  on  the  Muster-Rolls  made  up  for  services  in 
the  Colony  Army  before  the  first  day  of  August  last,  with 
the  sum  of  such  balance,  and  the  particular  Regiments  and 
Companies  to  which  said  Officers  and  Soldiers  respectively 
belonged,  and  lay  the  same  before  the  General  Court,  that 
proper  order  may  be  taken  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  Thomas  Crain  and  Daniel  Vbse,  Esquires, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  them  to  pay 
and  discharge  the  debts  they  have  already  contracted  for 
labour  and  materials  in  building  a  Powder-Mill  at  Stoughton, 
for  the  Colony's  use,  and  further  to  enable  them  to  complete 
the  same,  they  to  be  accountable  to  the  General  Court 
therefor. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary-General  be,  and  he  here- 
by is,  directed  to  deliver  out  of  the  publick  Stores  of  this 
Colony,  one  hundred  barrels  of  Flour  and  fifty  barrels  of 
Pork,  to  the  Honourable  Richard  Derby,  Esq.,  and  Captain 
Josiah  Batchelder,  Jun.,  or  either  of  their  orders,  to  be  ap- 
plied for  the  use  of  the  Armed  Vessels  which  they  are  to 
build  and  equip  for  the  service  of  this  Colony,  they  to  be 
accountable  to  the  General  Court  for  the  same. 

Whereas  a  Resolve  passed  this  Court  on  the  26th  day  of 
April  last,  for  raising  a  new  Company,  to  consist  of  one 
hundred  men,  inclusive  ol'ofiicers,  to  be  immediately  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  Sea-Coast  of  this  Colony,  on  the  same 
establishment  of  pay  and  subsistence  that  was  granted  to 
tlie  Companies  under  the  command  of  Captain  William 
Crother  and  Captain  Elisha  Nye,  stationed  at  Falmouth  and 
Elizabethtown,  and  were,  by  said  Resolve,  to  be  posted  and 
do  duty  in  such  manner  and  in  such  divisions  or  parties  as 
the  honourable  Council  should  order,  who  were  empowered 
to  distribute  the  said  Companies  at  Dorchester,  Weymouth, 
Braintree,  and  Hingham,  until  the  further  order  of  this 
Court ;  and  whereas  this  Court,  since  the  passing  said  Re- 
solve, have  raised  a  new  Regiment  of  men  for  the  defence 
of  the  Sea-Coasts  near  Boston,  to  be  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Marshall,  whereby  it  is  rendered  unnecessary  to 
raise  said  Company  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony ;  and 


whereas  no  officers  are  appointed  for  the  said  one  hundred 
men : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Resolve,  passed  on  the 
26th  day  of  April  last,  for  raising  said  Company  of  one  hun- 
dred men,  be  reconsidered,  and  every  part  and  clause  thereof 
be  rendered  null  and  void. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Phillips,  Jun.,  be,  and  here- 
by is,  directed  and  empowered,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  deliver 
to  the  Selectmen,  or  their  order,  of  all  such  Towns  as  are 
situated  within  twenty  miles  of  any  sea-port,  and  have  lent 
Powder  for  the  Colony's  use,  and  have  not  been  paid  there- 
for, the  respective  quantities  they  have  so  supplied ;  they 
producing  proper  receipts  of  the  same  being  received  for  the 
use  of  the  Colony,  and  giving  their  receipts  for  the  same. 

Whereas  some  doubts  may  arise  about  the  appointment 
of  a  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  Court  of 
Assize  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  out  of  Term  time, 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Justices  of  said  Court, 
or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized 
and  empowered,  out  of  Term  time,  to  appoint  a  Clerk  to  said 
Court,  which  Clerk,  when  so  appointed,  and  being  duly 
sworn  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  said  office,  by  either  of  the 
said  Justices,  shall  have  all  the  powers  to  a  Clerk  of  said 
Court  belonging,  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

In  Council:  Read,  and  concurred. 

Resolved,  That  four  Companies  that  have  been  doing 
duty  in  Dorchester,  Braintree,  Weymouth,  and  Hingham, 
be  immediately  officered  by  the  Council,  and  filled  up  on  the 
same  establishment  as  the  other  Companies  on  the  Sea- 
Coast  are,  and  stationed  and  employed  as  the  Committee  of 
War  shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Zebediah  Abbot,  of  Andover,  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  appointed  one  of  the  Committee  for  receiving 
and  examining  the  article  of  Saltpetre ;  and  that  the  said 
Abbot  receive  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  pay  for  what  Saltpetre 
he  shall  receive ;  he  to  be  accountable  to  the  General  Court 
for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  be,  and  hereby  are,  empow- 
ered to  appoint  Mustermasters  for  Colonel  Whitney's,  Colo- 
nel Marshall's,  and  Colonel  Craft's  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony,  to  the  Honourable  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  and 
Stephen  Cross,  Esquires,  Mr.  Daniel  Hopkins,  and  Captain 
Daniel  Vose,  the  Committee  appointed  to  purchase  Sulphur 
for  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds ;  said  Com- 
mittee to  be  accountable  to  this  Court  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  pub- 
lick Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  the  several  persons  after- 
named,  the  sum  set  against  each  person's  name,  to  be  in  full 
for  losses  each  person  sustained  in  the  battle  on  Bunker's 
Hill,  on  the  17th  of  June,  as  by  the  Account  herewith  an- 
nexed, viz : 

To  Josiah  Bacon,      ---..-  £6     4     8 

To  John  Burrel,  (void,) 5  18     8 

To  Ebenezer  Childs, 5  18     8 

To  Moses  Smith,  (carried  out,)  -  -  -  2  2  0 
To  Timothy  Hastings,     -----100 

To  Ebenezer  Nye, 0     7     0 

To  Silas  Nve, 10     0 

To  Joseph  Myrick, 120 

To  Zeil  Green, 2     2     0 

To  Aaron  Holden,  -.•----  0  13  0 
To  Paul  Richardson,  -----1100 
To  Jeduthun  Holden,  -----140 
To  Joel  Bullard, 1     4     0 

£30    6    0 

Major  Fuller  came  up  with  a  message  from  die  House,  to 
inform  the  Board  that  the  House  had  passed  on  all  publick 
business,  and  desired  the  Board  to  do  the  same,  that  the 
General  Assembly  may  be  dissolved  as  soon  as  possible. 

Then  the  Secretary,  by  order  of  the  major  part  of  the 
Council,  went  down  to  the  House  and  delivered  the  follow- 
ing verbal  message,  viz : 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  directed  by  the  major  part  of  die 
Council  to  inform  the  honourable  House  that  they  have 
consented  to  the  enacting  the  following  Bills,  viz : 
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A  Bill  for  repealing  an  Act  made  and  passed  by  the 
■Great  and  General  Court,  in  February  last,  entitled  "  An 
Act  for  encouraging  the  fixing  out  of  Armed  Vessels." 

A  Bill  for  preventing  the  forging  and  altering  the  Bills  of 
Publick  Credit. 

A  Bill  for  amending  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  for  en- 
■couraging  the  fixing  out  of  Armed  Vessels." 

A  Bill  for  uniting  the  second  and  sixth  Parishes  in  the 
Town  of  Ipswich  into  one  Parish. 

A  Bill  for  establishing  the  form  of  Commissions,  and  alter- 
ing the  style  of  Writs,  Precepts,  &.c. 

A  Bill  for  executing  in  tiiis  Colony  the  Resolve  of  the 
American  Congress  for  disarming  such  persons  as  are  dis- 
affected to  the  cause  of  America. 


A  Bill  for  regulating  the  Fees  and  Allowances  of  the 
several  Civil  Officers  within  this  Colony. 

A  Bill  for  raising  and  forming  a  Regiment  of  Horse  out  of 
the  several  Regiments  of  Foot  in  the  County  of  Worcester. 

A  Bill  for  providing  for  a  more  equal  Representation  in 
the  General  Court. 

A  Bill  for  providing  a  speedy  and  cheap  course  for  the 
recovery  of  Debts.  * 

A  Bill  in  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act   *     *     • 

A  Bill  for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  fifty  thousand 
Pounds. 

And  it  is  their  Honours'  pleasure  that  this  Great  and  Ge- 
neral Court  or  Assembly  be  dissolved,  and  it  is  dissolved 
accordingly. 


NORTH-CAKOIJNA  PROVINCIAL  CONGRESS. 
Proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  North-Caro- 
lina, held  at  Halifax,  on  the  4.th  day  q/"  April,  1776, 

to  May  14,  1776. 

At  a  Congress  begun  and  held  at  the  Town  of  Halifax, 
in  the  County  of  Halifax,  the  4th  day  of  Ap-il,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1776. 

It  being  certified  that  the  following  persons  were  duly 
elected  and  returned  for  the  respective  Counties  and  Towns, 
to  wit : 
For  Anson  County  :  Daniel  Love,  Samuel  Spencer,  John 

Crawford,  James  Picket,  and  John  Childs. 
Beaufort  ;  Roger  Ormond,  Thomas  Respis,  Junior,  and 

John  Cowper. 
Bladf.n  :  Nathaniel  Richardson,  Thomas  Robeson,  MutUr 

ran  Colvill,  James  Council,  and  Thomas  Amis. 
Bertie  :  John  Campbell,  John  Johnston,  and  Charles  Jay- 
codes. 
Brunswick  : 

Bute  :  Green  Hill,  Tftlliam  Alston,  William  Person,  Tho- 
mas Sherrod,  and  Philemon  Hawkins. 
Craven  :  James   Coor,  Lemuel  Hatch,  John  Bryan,  Wilr 

liam  Bryan,  and  Jacob  Blount. 
Carteret  :     William  Thompson,  Solomon  Shepard,  and 

John  Backhouse. 
Currituck  :   Saviuel  Jarvis,  James    IVhite,  Jam£s  Ryan, 

Gideon  Lamb,  and  Solomon  Perkins. 
Chowan  :  Samuel  Johnston,    Thomas  Benbury,   Thomas 

Jones,  John  Bap.  Beaslcy,  and  Thomas  Hunter. 
Cumberland  :  David  Smith,  Alexander  McAlister,  Far- 

quard   Campbell,    Thomas  RiUherford,  and  Alexander 

McCoy. 
Chatham  :  Ambrose  Ramsay,  John  Thompson,  Joshua  Ros- 

ser,  Jeduthun  Harper,  and  Elisha  Cain. 
Duplin  :   Thomas  Gray  and  JVilliam  Dickson. 
DoBBS :    Richard   Caswell,  Abraham  Shepherd,   George 

Miller,  Simon  Bright,  and  William  McKinnie. 
Edgecomb  :    William  Haywood,  Duncan  Lemon,  Elisha 

Battle,  Henry  Irwin,  and  Nathan  Boddie. 
Granville  :    Thomas  Person,  John  Penn,  Memucan  Hunt, 

John  Taylor,  and  Charles  Eaton. 
Guilford  :  Ransomc  Southerland,  William  Dent,  and  Ralph 

Gorrill. 
Hyde  :  Rotheas  Latham,  Joseph  Hancock,  John  Jordan, 

and  Benjamin  Parmely. 
Hertford  :  Robert  Sumner. 
Halifax  :  John  Bradford,  James  Hogan,  David  Sumner, 

Joseph  John  Williams,  and  Willis  Alston. 
Johnston  :  Samuel  Smith,  Jun.,  Needham  Bryan,  Jun.,  and 

Henry  Rains. 
Mecklknburgii  :  John  Pfifer,  Robert  Irwin,  and  John  Mc- 

Nitt  Alexander. 
Martin  :    William  Williams,  miitmell  HiU,  Kenneth  Mc- 

Kenzie,  Thomas  Wiggens,  and  Edward  Smythwick. 
^ew-Hanover  :  John  Ashe,  John  Devane,  Samuel  Ashe, 

Sampson  MoseJy,  and  John  HoUingsworth. 
Northampton  :  Allen  Jones,  Jcptha  Atherton,  Drury  Gee, 

Samuel  Lockhart,  and  Howell  Edmunds. 
Onslow  :   George  Mitchell,  Bcnajah  Doty,  John  Spicer, 

John  King,  and  John  Norman. 
Orange  :  John  Kinchen,  James   Saunders,  John  Butler, 

Nathaniel  Rochester,  and  Thomas  Burke. 
Perquimans:  Miles   Harvey,    William  Skinner,  Thomas 

Harvey,  Charles  Blount,  and  Charles  Moore, 


Pasquotank  :   Thomas  Boyd,  Joseph  Jones,  JfiUiam  Cum- 

ming,  Dempsey  Burgess,  and  Henry  Abbott. 
Pitt  :  John  Simpson,  Edward  Salter,  and  William  Rob- 
son. 
Rowan  :  Griffith  Rutherford  and  Matthew  Locke. 
Surry : 

Tyrrell:  Archibald  Carrie. 
Tryon  : 
Wake  :  Joel  Lane,  John  Hinton,  John  Rand,  Wtlliam 

Hooper,  and  Tignal  Jones. 
Town  of  Bath  :    William  Brown. 

Ed  E  NT  ON  :  Joseph  Hewes. 

Newbern:  Abner  Nash. 

Wilmington  :    Cornelius  Harnett. 

Brunswick  : 

Halifax  :    Willie  Jones. 

Hillsborough  :    William  Johnston. 

Salisbury  :  David  Nisbet. 

Campbleton  :  Arthur  Council. 
Pursuant  to  which  the  following  pereons  appeared,  sub- 
scribed the  Test,  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress : 

Samuel  Johnston,  John  Norman,  James  Coor, 

William  Haywood,  John  Spicer,  John  Bryan, 

Elisha  Battle,  Joseph  ilancock,  Jacob  Blount, 

Henry  Irwin,  John  Jordan,  Thomas  Gray, 

Edward  Salter,  Solomon  Shepherd,  Matthew  Locke, 

William  Robson,  William  Thompson,  Griffith  Rutherford, 

John  Bradford,  Thomas  Person,  John  Pfifer, 

James  Hogan,  Memucan  Hunt,  Robert  Irwin, 

David  Sumner,  John  Taylor,  J.  McNitt  Alexander, 

Joseph  J.  Williams,  Miles  Harvey,  William  Person, 

Willis  Alston,  William  Skinner,  Green  Hill, 

Allen  Jones,  Samuel  Jarvis,  Thomas  Boyd, 

Drury  Gee,  James  White,  William  Williams, 

John  Hinton,  James  Ryan,  James  Council, 

John  Rand,  Solomon  Perkins,  Philemon  Hawkins, 

Thomas  Respis,  Jr.,  Thomas  Benbury,  William  Alston, 

John  Cowper,  Thomas  Jones,  John  Campbell, 

William  Brown,  John  Thompson,  Nathaniel  Richardson, 

George  Mitchell,  John  Devane,  Arthur  Council. 
John  King, 

Mr.  Allen  Jones  proposed  for  President  Samuel  Johnston, 
Esquire,  who  was  unanimously  chosen,  and  conducted  to 
the  Chair ;  and  James  Green,  Jun.,  was  appointed  Secretary ; 
Francis  Lynaugh  and  Evan  Swann,  Doorkeepers  ;  during 
the  continuance  of  the  Congress. 

Mr.  Bradford  presented  a  Petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Town  of  Halifax,  setting  forth  that  Willie  Jones, 
Esquire,  who  was  elected  a  Delegate  for  said  town,  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Continental  Congress  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian Affaii's  for  the  Southern  Department ;  in  consequence 
of  which  apj)ointment  he  had  gone  to  Fort  Charlotte,  in 
Georgia,  whereby  the  said  town  w  as  unrepresented  ;  pray- 
ing leave  to  elect  a  Delegate  to  sit  and  vote  in  Congress  io 
the  absence  of  the  said  Willie  Jones,  Esquire. 

Resolved,  That  the  Freeholders  of  the  said  Town  of  Hali- 
fax meet  on  the  fifth  day  of  this  instant,  and  elect  a  proper 
person  to  sit  and  vote  in  Congress  until  the  return  of  the 
said  Willie  Jones,  Esquire. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten 
o'clock. 

Friday,  April  5,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Nicholas  Long  take  into  his 
possession  the  Powder  and  other  Stores  lately  arrived  from 
Philadelphia,  and  safely  keep  the  same  until  further  or- 
ders. 
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The  Returning  Officer  for  the  Town  of  Halifax  liaving 
certified  that  Mr.  John  Webb  was  duly  elected  a  Delegate 
for  the  said  town  until  the  return  of  Willie  Jones,  Esquire, 
Mr.  Webb  appeared,  subscribed  the  Test,  and  took  his  seat 
in  Congress. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Allen  Jones,  Mr.  Cor- 
nelius Harnett,  Mr.  James  Coor,  Mr.  Thomas  Person,  Mr. 
Thomas  Benbury,  Mr.  Thomas  Rcspis,  Mr.  Samuel  Jarvis, 
Mr.  Green  Hill,  Mr.  Arthur  Council,  Mr.  Matthew  Locke, 
Mr.  Griffith  Rutherford,  and  Mr.  John  Hinton,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  into,  and  make  report  to  this  Congress,  of  the 
quantity  of  Ammunition  now  remaining  in  the  Province. 

On  Petition  of  William  Alston,  setting  forth  that  a  certain 
John  Henderson  is  now  about  to  remove  himself  out  of  this 
Province,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Orphans  of  Solomon 
Alston,  deceased,  the  same  being  certified  on  oath  : 

Resolved,  Tiiat  such  of  the  Estate  of  Solomon  Alston, 
late  of  Granville  County,  deceased,  being  the  property  of 
his  Orphans,  now  in  the  possession  of  John  Henderson,  or 
any  other  pei-sons,  be  immediately  taken  into  possession  for 
their  use ;  and  that  the  said  John  Henderson  be  brought 
forthwitli  to  this  Congress,  there  to  answer  any  deficiency 
that  may  appear,  and  reimburse  the  said  Orphans  ;  and  that 
James  Jones,  of  Wake  County,  be  ai)pointed  to  execute  this 
Resolution  in  any  part  of  the  Province,  and  that  he  take  with 
him  such  assistance  as  he  shall  think  necessary. 

Resolved,  That  General  McDonald  be  admitted  to  his 
parole  upon  the  following  conditions  :  That  he  does  not  go 
without  the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Halifax ;  that  he  does 
not,  directly  or  indirectly,  while  a  prisoner,  correspond  with 
any  person  or  persons  who  are  or  may  be  in  opposition  to 
American  measures,  or  by  any  manner  or  means  convey  to 
them  intelligence  of  any  sort ;  that  he  take  no  draft,  nor 
procure  them  to  be  taken  by  any  one  else,  of  any  place  or 
places  in  which  he  may  be,  while  upon  his  parole,  that  shall 
now,  or  may  hereafter  give  information  to  our  enemies  which 
can  be  injurious  to  us,  or  the  common  cause  of  America ; 
but  that,  without  equivocation,  mental  evasion,  or  secret  re- 
servation, he  pay  the  most  exact  and  faithful  attention  to 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  these  conditions,  accoj-ding  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  war ;  and  that  he  every  day  appear 
between  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  o'clock  to  the  Officer 
of  the  Guard. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

SatuwJay,  April  6,1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  Letters  from  the 
Delegates  of  this  Province  in  Congress  at  Philadeljjhia,  of 
the  l5ith  of  February  and  1st  of  March  last,  enclosing  sun- 
dry Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress,  which  were 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  over  for  consideration  till 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  Congress  a  Letter  from  Co- 
lonel James  Moore,  of  the  First  Regiment,  enclosing  a  Gene- 
ral Field  Return  of  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  Camp,  and  also 
a  Return  of  the  Tories'  Property  in  his  possession. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  lie  for  consideration. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Jam£s  Glasgow  was  appointed  Assistant 
Secretary  to  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  David  Love,  John  Cooper,  James 
Council,  John  Johnston,  William  Person,  James  Coor,  So- 
lomon Shepherd,  Solomon  Perkins,  Thomas  Benbury,  Da- 
vid Smith,  John  Thompson,  Thomas  Gray,  Elisha  Battle, 
Memucan  Hunt,  Joseph  Hancock,  Robert  Sumner,  Willis 
Alston,  Whitmill  Hill,  Robert  Irwin,  John  Hollingsiuorth, 
Jeptha  Athcrton,  John  Norman,  Thomas  Burke,  William 
Skinner,  Thomas  Boyd,  Edward  Salter,  Griffith  Ruther- 
ford, Archibald  Corric,  John  Rand,  William  Brown,  Corne- 
lius Harnett,  John  Webb,  and  David  iSisbct,  be  a  Conuiiittee 
of  Privileges  and  Elections ;  and  that  they  have  power  to 
send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records,  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire, and  make  report  to  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Matthew  Locke,  Robert  Irwin,  John 
McNitt  Alexander,  Thomas  Person,  Thomas  Burke,  John 
Taylor,  John  Ashe,  Thomas  Gray,  George  Mitchell,  John 
Cowper,  William  Brown,  James  Coor,  William  Haywood, 
John  Bradford,  Green  Hill,  Whitmill  Hill,  Miles  Harvey, 


William  Skinner,  and  John  Campbell,  be  a  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  settle  and  allow  Military  and  Naval  Accounts. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Allen  Jones,  Joseph  John  Williams, 
David  Sumner,  Jacob  Blount,  Thomas  Respis,  William 
Thompson,  Thomas  Benbury,  Archibald  Corrie,  Robert 
Sumner,  Cornelius  Harnett,  John  Spicer,  Nathaniel  Rich- 
ardson, Memiwan  Hunt,  Nathaniel  Rochester,  John  Rand^ 
Griffith  Rutherford,  John  Pfifer,  David  Nisbet,  and  John 
Ashe,  be  a  Committee  to  settle  the  Civil  Accounts  of  this 
Province. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  April  8,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Allen 
Jones,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Nash,  Mr.  Kinchin,  Mr.  Thomas 
Person,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  be  a  Select  Committee  to 
take  into  consideration  the  usurpations  and  violences  at- 
tempted and  committed  by  the  King  and  Parliament  of 
Britain  against  America,  and  the  further  measures  to  be 
taken  for  frustrating  the  same,  and  for  the  better  defence  of 
this  Province. 

Mr.  Harnett  presented  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Wood  and 
Partners,  praying  an  order  to  dispose  of  the  Effects  of  his 
Excellency  Josiah  Martin,  Esquire,  within  this  Province,  to 
reimburse  the  loss  they  have  sustained  by  the  capture  and 
detention  of  the  Sloop  Joseph,  and  the  cargo  on  board  of  the 
same,  or  such  other  relief  as  this  Congress  in  their  wisdom 
shall  think  fit. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Allen  Jones,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Thomas  Person,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  be  a 
Committee  to  take  under  consideration  the  said  Petition, 
and  make  report  to  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Allen  Jones,  Mr.  Whitmill  Hill,  Mr. 
John  Ashe,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Miles  Harvey,  Mr.  Thomas 
Person,  Mr.  Benbury,  Mr.  Rand,  Mr.  Rochester,  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Jones,  Mr.  Rutherford,  Mr.  Southerland,  Mr.  Richard- 
son, Mr.  Harnett,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Council,  be  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Insurgents,  and  other  sus- 
pected persons,  and  make  report  of  their  prpceedings  to  the 
Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read, 

Resolved,  Tlie  same  be  deferred  till  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Thomas  Jones  presented  a  Petition  from  the  Execu- 
tors of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  John  Callaway,  de- 
ceased, praying  an  order  may  issue  to  empower  them  to 
seize  so  much  of  the  Estate  of  Thomas  Macknight,  and 
cause  the  same  to  be  sold,  as  may  be  of  value  suflicient  to 
satisfy  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-six  Pounds  two 
Shillings,  with  interest  and  accruing  costs. 

Resolved,  That  Messieure  Harnett,  Allen  Jones,  Tho- 
mas Burke,  Thomas  Person,  and  Thomas  Jones,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  take  under  consideration  the  said  Petition,  and 
make  report  to  this  Congress. 

Mr.  William  Johnston,  the  Delegate  for  the  Town  of 
Hillsborough,  Mr.  James  Saunders  and  Mr.  John  Kinchen, 
for  the  County  of  Orange,  Mr.  Thomas  Wiggins,  for  the 
County  of  Martin,  Mr.  Ransome  Southerland,  Mr.  William 
Dent,  and  Mr.  Ralph  Gorril,  for  the  County  of  Guilford, 
Mr.  Dempsey  Burgess  and  Mr.  Henry  Abbott,  for  tlie 
County  oi'  Pasquotank,  Mr.  Elisha  Cain,  for  the  County 
of  Chatham,  Mr.  Tigjial  Jones,  for  the  County  of  Wake, 
and  Mr.  Abner  Nash,  for  the  Town  of  Newbern,  appeared, 
subscribed  the  Test,  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ford  be  ap- 
pointed Chaplain  to  this  Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

Tuesday,  April  9,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Corrie,  Mr.  John  Campbell,  Mr. 
Cowper,  Mr.  William  Johnston,  and  Mr.  Cornelius  Harnett, 
be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  cost  of  sundry  Merchan- 
dise deemed  useful  to  the  service  of  this  Province,  as  per 
invoice  exhibited  by  Mr.  Johri  Wright  Stanly,  and  that 
they  report  thereon. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  The  Congress  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  pre- 
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sent  state  of  the  Province,  and  the  expediency  of  employing 
a  military  force  for  its  defence  against  foreign  and  domestick 
invaders. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  accordingly,  and  chose  John  Campbell,  Esquire, 
Chairman  ;  and  alter  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  se- 
veral Resolutions.  Then,  on  motion,  Mr.  President  resumed 
the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Chairman  reported  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  two  Battalions,  over  and  above  the  Bat- 
talion directed  to  be  raised  by  the  Continental  Congress,  be 
raised  in  this  Province,  to  consist  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
Privates  each. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  that  three  Companies 
of  Light-Horse,  consisting  of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant, 
one  Cornet,  and  thirty-three  Privates  each,  be  raised  by  this 
Province,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  House  to  ap- 
ply through  their  Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  to 
place  the  same  on  Continental  establishment. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Congress  that  a 
bounty  of  forty  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  advance,  be  paid 
to  every  person  inlisted  into  the  service. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  that  a  penalty  of  five 
Pounds  be  inflicted  on  any  person  who  shall  knowingly 
secrete,  harbour,  succour,  or  entertain,  foe  the  space  of  twen- 
ty-four hours,  any  deserter  from  the  service,  after  having 
been  duly  inlisted  ;  to  be  recovered  before  any  jurisdiction 
having  cognizance  thereof,  one  half  to  the  informer,  the 
other  half  to  the  publick. 

The  House  taking  the  said  Report  into  consideration,  and 
having  read  the  same,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  concurred 
therewith. 

Mr.  Gideon  Lamb,  one  of  the  Members  of  Congress  for 
the  County  of  Cunituck,  Mr.  Kenneth  McKenzie,  for  Mar- 
tin County,  and  Mr.  Matthias  Brickie,  hi  Hertford  Coun- 
ty, appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Abner  Nash,  Mr.  Thomas  Burke, 
and  Mr.  Cornelius  Harnett,  be  a  Committee  to  form  a  pro- 
per Conniiission  for  Privateers. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Ashe,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr. 
Dempsey  Burgess,  Mr.  Cornelius  Harnett,  Mr.  Abner  Nash, 
Mr.  Samuel  Jarvis,  Mr.  John  Johnston,  Mr.  Thomas 
Burke,  Mr.  John  Kinchen,  Mr.  Jacob  Blount,  and  Mr.  Al- 
len Jones,  be  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  forni  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  for  supporting  the  Troops  to  be 
raised  for  one  year. 

Resolved,  That  Messieurs  John  Ashe,  Allen  Jones, 
James  Coor,  William  Alston,  Memucan  Hunt,  Matthew 
Locke,  John  Webb,  John  Pfifer,  John  Spicer,  Mr.  Ryan, 
Griffith  Rutherford,  John  Campbell,  and  John  Bradford, 
be  a  Committee  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Militia. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr- 
Thomas  Jones,  Mr.  Nash,  Mr.  John  Ashe,  and  Mr.  Burke, 
be  a  Committee  of  Secrecy,  Intelligence,  and  Observation. 

Mr.  Rutherford,  Chairman  from  the  Committee  of  Privi- 
leges and  Elections,  reported  as  follows,  viz : 

Your  Committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the 
election  of  those  Delegates  who  were  appointed  to  the 
Minute  command,  are  of  opinion,  that  holding  commissions 
in  that  service  did  not  incapacitate  or  disqualify  them  from 
being  elected  to  represent  in  Congress  any  Town  or  Coun- 
ty in  this  Province,  and  that  persons  elected  under  such 
circumstances,  who  were  otherwise  duly  qualified,  are  enti- 
tled, and  should  be  permitted  to  sit  and  vote  in  Congress, 
when  that  service  is  expired. 

The  Congress  taking  the  said  Report  into  consideration, 
it  was  rejected. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine, 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  April  10,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Duncan  Lemon,  a  Member  of  Congress  for  the  Coun- 
ty of  Edgecomb,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Sherrod,  a  Member  of 
Congress  for  the  County  of  Bute,  appeared  and  took  their 
seats. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Johnston  have 
leave  to  absent  himself  a  few  days  from  the  service  of  the 
Congress. 


The  Returning  Officer  having  brought  before  the  Congress 
the  person  of  John  Henderson ;  at  the  instance  of  M'illiam 
Alston, 

Resolved,  That  Messicure  Thomas  Person,  Memwan 
Hunt,  Howell  Edmunds,  Matthias  Brickell,  Thomas  Res- 
pis,  Drury  Gee,  and  William  Williams,  be  a  Committee 
to  take  into  consideration  the  Petition  of  the  said  William 
Alston,  in  behalf  of  Solomon  Alston's  Orphans,  and  make 
report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  ten  Shillings  be  allowed  to 
each  Captain,  Lieutenant,  or  Ensign,  for  every  man  which 
they  shall  inlist  and  enroll  as  a  soldier  in  the  service  (inclu- 
ding those  already  inlisted)  as  a  full  compensation  for  their 
expenses  in  recruiting  their  men. 

Resolved,  That  the  Freeholders  of  iVoriAampton  County 
meet  at  the  Court-Housc  of  said  County,  on  Friday,  the  22d 
of  this  instant,  April,  then  and  there  to  elect  one  Dele- 
gate to  sit  and  vote  in  Congress,  in  the  room  and  stead  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Lockhart,  whose  seat  was  vacated  by  his  having 
acted  as  a  Captain  in  the  Minute  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Freeholder  of  the  County  ot  Bertie 
meet  at  the  Court-IIouse  in  said  County,  on  Monday,  the 
15th  of  diis  instant,  April,  then  and  there  to  elect  one 
Delegate  to  sit  and  vote  in  Congress,  in  the  room  and  stead 
of  Mr.  Charles  Jaycocks,  whose  seat  was  vacated  by  his 
having  acted  as  an  officer  in  the  Minute  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Freeholders  of  the  County  o(  Dobbs 
meet  at  the  Court-House  in  said  County,  on  Monday,  the 
15th  of  this  instant,  April,  then  and  there  to  elect  three 
Delegates  to  sit  and  vote  in  Congress,  in  the  room  and  stead 
of  Mr.  Richard  Caswell,  Mr.  Simon  Bright,  and  Mr.  George 
Miller,  whose  seats  were  vacated  by  their  appointment  as 
officers  in  the  Continental  and  Minute  service;  and  that  Mr. 
Benjamin  Shepherd  be  appointed  to  take  the  poll,  and  make 
due  return  of  the  persons  so  elected. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  a  certain  Brigantine, 
called  the  William,  now  lying  in  Port  Beaufort,  whereof 
Philip  Wescott  is  at  present  master,  belonging  to  William 
Strobrook,  Francis  Burchitt,  and  Philip  J-Vescott,  of  London, 
and  it  appearing  by  the  Register  of  said  Vessel  that  she  is 
British  property : 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Cogdell,  James  Davis,  and  John 
Green,  cause  the  said  Brigantine  or  Vessel  to  be  innnediately 
seized  and  detained,  together  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  until  further  orders. 

The  Continental  Congress  having  appointed  Colonel  James 
Moore,  of  the  First  Regiment,  and  Colonel  Robert  Hotve, 
of  the  Second  Regiment,  to  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
Generals, 

Resolved,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Francis  Nash,  be  ap- 
pointed Colonel ;  Major  Thomas  Clark,  Lieutenant-Colonel ; 
and  Captain  William  Davis,  Major,  of  the  First  Regiment : 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Alexander  Martin,  Colonel ;  Major  John 
Patten,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  and  Captain  John  White,  Ma- 
jor, of  the  Second  Regiment. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  April  II,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Allen  Jones,  Chairman,  from  the  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  the  Insurgents,  and  other  suspected 
persons,  reported,  amongst  other  things,  that  on  considera- 
tion of  the  candor  of  Allan  McDonald,  and  his  being  in  a 
low  state  of  health,  recommend  him  to  be  admitted  his  pa- 
role of  honour,  under  such  restrictions  as  has  been  held  forth 
to  General  McDonald. 

The  Congress  taking  the  same  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Allan  McDonald  be  admitted  to 
his  parole  on  the  following  conditions :  That  he  does  not  go 
without  the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Halifax ;  that  he  does 
not,  directly  or  indirectly,  while  a  prisoner,  correspond  with 
any  pei-son  or  persons  who  are,  or  may  be,  in  opposition  to 
American  measures,  or  by  any  manner  or  means  convey  to 
them  intelligence  of  any  sort ;  that  he  take  no  draft,  nor 
procure  them  to  be  taken  by  any  one  else,  of  any  place  or 
places  in  which  he  may  be  while  upon  his  parole,  that  shall 
now,  or  may  hereafter  give  information  to  our  enemies,  which 
can  be  injurious  to  us  or  the  common  cause  of  Ainerica ;  but 
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that,  without  equivocation,  mental  evasion,  or  secret  reserva- 
tion, he  pay  the  most  exact  and  faitliful  attention  to  the  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  these  conditions,  according  to  tfie  rules 
and  regulations  of  war ;  and  that  he  every  day  appear,  he- 
tween  the  hours  of  ten  and  twelve  o'clock,  to  the  Officer  of 
the  Guard. 

Mr.  Thomas  Harvey,  one  of  the  Members  from  Perqui- 
mans County,  and  Mr.  William  Dickson,  one  of  the  Mem- 
bers from  Duplin  County,  appeared,  subscribed  the  Test, 
and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  the  nomination  and  appoint- 
ment of  Military  Officers  to  the  Regiments  directly  to  be 
raised  in  this  Province,  be  considered  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  John  Campbell,  William  Thomp- 
son, James  Coor,  Matthew  Locke,  Thomas  Person,  John 
Spicer,  and  Solomon  Shepherd,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into 
consideration  a  Letter  liom  the  Committee  of  Carteret 
County. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

Friday,  April  12,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  cost  of  sundry  Mer- 
chandises deemed  useful  to  the  service  of  this  Province,  as 
per  invoice  exhibited  by  Mr.  John  Wright  Stanly,  and  to 
agree  with  him  for  the  same,  reported  as  follows,  viz : 

Your  Committee  have  examined  the  invoices  of  sundry 
goods  imported  by  John  Wright  Stanly,  the  cost  of  which 
appears  to  amount  to  the  sum  of  three  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty-two  pieces  of  eight,  (pieces  eight  Shillings  and 
eight  Pence,)  and  two  rials,  charged  at  St.  Eustatia,  on 
which  an  advance  of  seventy-five  per  centum  for  risk  and 
charges  appear  reasonable,  as  they  were  bought  in  barter : 
also  sundry  other  goods  by  invoice  pcpduced,  amounting  to 
three  thousand  nme  hundred  and  thirty-four  pieces  of  eight, 
(pieces  eight  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,)  four  rials,  and  four 
stivers,  bought  with  ready  money,  on  which  an  advance  of 
eighty-seven  and  a  half  per  centum  for  risk  and  charges,  and 
twenty  per  centum  for  the  risk,  trouble,  and  commission,  Mr. 
Stanly  had  in  the  adventure. 

Your  Committee  are  further  of  opinion  the  five  hundred 
pounds  of  Gunpowder  offered  by  Mr.  Stanly,  at  eight  Shil- 
lings per  pound,  is,  at  this  time,  a  reasonable  price ;  which 
several  sums  amount  in  the  whole  to  four  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  Pounds  one  Shilling  one  Penny  and 
three  Farthings,  Proclamation  money,  which  your  Committee 
are  of  opinion  may  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mr.  Stanly  for  the 
said  goods,  on  account  and  for  the  use  of  the  publick,  on  deli- 
very of  said  goods  at  Newbem,  in  good  order,  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  the  Congress  shall  appoint  to  receive  them. 

Humbly  submitted  to  the  House. 

The  Congress  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  and  the 
said  Report  being  read,  concurred  therewith. 

The  Congress  having  agreed  with  Mr.  John  Wright 
Stanly,  oii  account  of  the  publick,  for  sundry  goods  and 
merchandises,  as  per  invoice  exhibited. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
John  Wright  Stanly  the  sum  of  four  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-eight  Pounds  one  Shilling  one  Penny  and  three 
Farthings,  Proclamation  money,  for  sundry  goods  and  mer- 
chandises purchased  of  him  on  account  and  for  the  use  of 
this  Province,  he  first  producing  a  receipt  from  John  Green 
and  David  Barron,  that  all  and  every  article  contained  in 
said  invoice  are  bona  fide  and  actually  delivered  into  their 
possession,  in  good  and  merchantable  order,  and  that  the 
Treasurers  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  that  Mr.  John  Green  and  Mr.  Da- 
vid Barron,  of  JSewbern,  be  requested  to  receive  and  take 
into  their  possession,  from  Mr.  John  Wright  Stanly,  sundry 
goods  and  merchandises,  as  per  invoice  exhibited,  amount- 
ing to  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-eight  Pounds 
one  Shilling  one  Penny  three  Farthings,  at  the  risk  and  on 
account  of  the  publick,  till  further  orders. 

Mr.  Harnett,  Chairman,  from  the  Committee  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Wood  and  co-partners, 
praying  an  order  to  dispose  of  the  Effects  of  his  Excellency 
Josiah  Martin,  Esquire,  &z;c.,  reported  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Your  Committee  having  inquired  into  the  several  alleira- 
tions  set  forth  in  the  said  Petition,  do  report  as  follows :  That 


the  said  Joseph  Wood  and  partners,  with  the  pemiission  of 
the  Committee  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia, 
did,  on  the  5th  day  of  January  last  past,  load  on  board  the 
Sloop  Joseph,  William  Raddon,  Master,  sundry  goods  and 
merchandises,  on  their  own  account,  to  the  value  of  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy  Pounds  three  Shillings  and  seven  Pence ; 
on  the  account  of  William  Todd,  one  hundred  and  ninety 
Pounds ;  of  Joseph  Wood,  Jun.,  ten  Pounds  ;  of  William 
Raddon,  nine  Pounds  eighteen  Shillings,  prime  cost  in  Phi- 
ladelphia ;  all  vviiich  were  consigned  to  the  said  Joseph  Wood, 
Jun.,  and  bound  to  Georgia ;  that  in  his  passage  the  said 
Sloop  and  cargo  were  taken  by  an  armed  vessel  called  the 
General  Gage,  George  Sybels,  Master,  and  carried  into  Cape- 
Fear,  where  Josiah  Martin,  Esq.,  late  Governour  of  this 
Province,  bore  the  chief  command ;  and  the  officers  under 
the  command  of  the  said  Josiah  Martin  did  violently  seize 
the  said  Sloop  and  cargo,  and  apply  them  to  the  use  of  the 
enemies  of  America,  wliereby  the  said  Joseph  and  partners 
lost  one  thousand  five  hundred  Pounds,  current  money  of 
Pennsylvania,  over  and  above  the  profits  they  might  reason- 
ably have  made. 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

Resolved,  That  the  inlisting  of  the  Continental  or  Pro- 
vincial Regular  soldiers  into  the  service  of  any  armed  vessel 
or  privateer,  is  highly  improper,  and  greatly  injurious  to  the 
service;  and  that  all  those  who  have  presumed  to  inlist  any 
soldiers,  knowing  they  belong  to  such  service,  have  acted  in 
a  manner  contrary  to  the  interest  of  this  Colony,  and  have 
been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  Continental  Rules  and  Regu- 
lations, and  are  hereby  ordered  to  return  the  soldiers  so  in- 
listed  to  the  several  corps  to  which  they  belong ;  and  tliat.  if 
the  officer  or  officers  belonging  to  such  armed  vessels  or 
Privateers  do  not  immediately  restore  the  soldiers  so  inlisted 
by  them  to  the  officer  or  officers  of  their  respective  corps, 
that  then,  and  in  that  case,  they  will  be  considered  as  un- 
worthy of  any  command  under  this  Congress,  and  deemed 
enemies  to  American  liberty :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  such  soldiers  as 
had  served  six  months  from  the  time  of  their  inlistment. 

The  Select  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  usur- 
pations and  violences  attempted  and  committed  by  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Britain  against  America,  and  the  further 
measures  to  be  taken  for  frustrating  the  same,  and  for  the  bet- 
ter defence  of  this  Province,  reported  as  follows,  to  wit : 

It  appears  to  your  Committee,  that,  pursuant  to  the  plan 
concerted  by  the  British  Ministry  for  subjugating  America, 
the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  have  usurped  a 
power  over  the  persons  and  properties  of  the  People,  unli- 
mited and  uncontrolled  ;  and,  disregarding  their  humble  peti- 
tions for  peace,  liberty,  and  safety,  have  made  divers  Legis- 
lative acts,  denouncing  war,  famine,  and  every  species  of 
calamity,  against  the  Continent  in  general.  The  British 
Fleets  and  Armies  have  been,  and  still  are,  daily  employed 
in  destroying  the  People,  and  committing  the  most  horrid 
devastations  on  the  country.  That  Govemours  in  different 
Colonies  have  declared  protection  to  slaves,  who  should  im- 
brue their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  masters.  That  the 
ships  belonging  to  America  are  declared  prizes  of  war,  and 
many  of  them  have  been  violently  seized  and  confiscated. 
In  consequence  of  all  which,  multitudes  of  the  People  have 
been  destroyed,  or,  from  easy  circumstances,  reduced  to  the 
most  lamentable  distress. 

And  whereas  the  moderation  hitherto  manifested  by  the 
United  Colonies,  and  their  sincere  desire  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  mother  country  on  constitutional  principles,  have  pro- 
cured no  mitigation  of  the  aforesaid  wrongs  and  usurpations, 
and  no  hopes  remain  of  obtaining  redress  by  tiiose  means 
alone  which  have  been  hitherto  tried,  your  Committee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  House  should  enter  into  the  following 
Resolve,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  for  this  Colony  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  be  empowered  to  concur  with  the  Dele- 
gates of  the  other  Colonies  in  declaring  Independency,  and 
fonning  foreign  alliances,  reserving  to '  this  Colony  the  sole 
and  exclusive  right  of  forming  a  Constitution  and  Laws  for 
this  Colony,  and  of  appointing  Delegates  from  time  to  time, 
(under  the  direction  of  a  general  representation  thereof,) 
to  meet  the  Delegates  of  the  other  Colonies,  for  such  pur- 
poses as  shall  be  hereafter  pointed  out. 
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The  Congress  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  unani- 
mously concuiTcd  therewitli. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  conside- 
ration the  nomination  and  appointment  of  Military  Officers, 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  deferred  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ]\'eedham  Bryan,  one  of  the  Membei-s  of  Johnston 
County,  Mr.  Joseph  H'illiams,  Mr.  Joseph  Winston,  and  Mr. 
Charles  Gordon,  three  of  the  Members  of  Surry  County, 
appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  13,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Hogan,  of  the  Regiment  of 
Militia  for  the  County  of  Orange,  have  leave  to  resign  his 
command. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  Commissioner  or  Commissioners 
appointed  by  the  King,  according  to  Act  of  Parliament,  to 
come  over  from  Great  Britain  to  America,  shall  arrive  in 
this  Province,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  unless  such  Com- 
missioner or  Commissioners  shall  produce  a  commission  to 
treat  with  the  Continental  Congress,  that  the  person  or  per- 
sons of  such  Commissioner  or  Commissioners  sliall  be  re- 
quired to  return  immediately  on  board  the  vessel  in  which 
he  or  they  arrive;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  or  if  such  Com- 
missioner or  Commissioners  shall  at  any  time  after  be  found 
on  shore  within  this  Province,  the  pereon  or  persons  of  such 
Commissioner  be  seized,  and  immediately  sent  to  the  said 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  given  to 
Colonel  Richard  Caswell,  and  the  brave  Officers  and  Soldiers 
under  his  command,  for  the  very  essential  service  by  them 
rendered  this  country  at  the  battle  of  Moore's  Creek. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  The  Congress  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  under  consideration  the 
augmentation  of  the  Troops  already  voted  to  be  raised  by 
this  Province. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  accordingly,  and  chose  John  Campbell,  Esq.,  Chair- 
man ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  a  Resolu- 
tion thereon.  Then,  on  motion,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
Chair,  and  Mr.  Chairman  reported  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  Troops  voted  by  the  Congress,  as 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  this  Province,  shall  be  divided 
into  six  Battalions,  (including  the  two  Battalions  voted  by  the 
last  Congress,)  each  Battalion  to  be  commanded  by  one 
Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  one  Major ;  and  to 
consist  of  eight  Companies,  each  Company  to  consist  of  one 
Captain,  two  Lieutenant5,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four 
Corporals,  two  Drummers,  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six  rank 
and  file ;  also  one  Quartermaster,  one  Commissary  of  Stores, 
one  Surgeon,  one  Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster-Sergeant,  one 
Drum-Major,  one  Sergeant-Major,  and  one  Wagonmaster, 
for  each  Battalion. 

The  Congress  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  con- 
curred therewith. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Petition  of  William  Alston,  referred  by  the  Congress,  re- 
ported as  follows,  to  wit : 

Your  Committee  having  inquired  into  the  several  allega- 
tions set  forth  in  the  said  Petition,  together  with  the  defence 
of  the  defendant,  and  every  pregnant  circumstance  relative 
thereto,  do  report  as  follows:  They  find  that  about  August, 
1775,  the  said  William  Alston,  in  behalf  of  the  orphans  of 
Solomon  Alston,  deceased,  in  the  said  Petition  mentioned, 
obtained,  under  the  signature  of  Josiah  Martin,  Esq.,  Go- 
vemour,  &.C.,  of  North- Carolina,  a  writ  of  A'e  Eieat  Regno, 
against  John  Henderson  (who  intermarried  with  Sarah,  wi- 
dow of  the  said  Solomon)  for  mal-practices  in  his  adminis- 
tration of  the  said  deceased's  estate,  which  said  writ  of  iVe 
Exeat  Regno  your  Committee  find  to  be  unduly  and  inef- 
fectually executed ;  and  further,  they  find  that  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds,  Proclamation 
money,  bequeathed  to  two  of  the  orphans,  to  wit :  Lemuel 
and  Henry,  in  the  said  Petition  mentioned,  hath  been  im- 
properly applied  by  the  said  Henderson,  or  at  least  not 
according  to  the  express  devise  of  tlie  said  Solomon.  Your 
Committee  therefore  are  of  opinion  (exploding  altogether 


the  proceedings  on  the  writ  of  A'e  Exeat  Regno)  that  the 
said  Henderson  be  held  to  sufficient  security  for  his  not 
removing  any  part  of  the  said  deceased's  estate  out  of  the 
Province,  or  in  default  thereof,  that  the  whole  of  said  estate 
be  put  and  placed  in  the  hands  and  possession  of  the  other 
two  cxecutoi's  of  the  said  Solomon,  to  wit:  Joseph  John 
Williams  and  William  Alston,  for  the  use  and  emolument  of 
the  orphans,  to  wit:  Charity,  Lemuel,  and  Henry.  Your 
Committee  further  conceive  that  the  intention  of  the  testa- 
tor, respecting  the  tuition  of  his  children,  is  in  some  measure 
defeated  by  the  intermarriage  of  his  widow  with  the  said 
Henderson ;  we  therefore  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  whether  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  place  the  said 
orphans  under  the  care  of  some  other  person,  so  that  their 
education  and  bringing  up  may  be  suitable  to  their  rank  and 
fortune. 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

The  Returning  Officer  having  certified  that  Mr.  Eaton 
Haynes  was  duly  elected  one  of  the  Delegates  for  the 
County  of  Northampton,  in  the  room  and  stead  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Lockhart,  whose  seat  was  vacated  by  his  having 
a  command  in  the  Minute  service,  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Ambrose  Ramsay,  of  Chatham,  one  of  the  Delegates, 
Mr.  Samuel  Spencer,  for  Anson  County,  and  Mr.  John 
Childs,  for  the  same  County,  appeared,  subscribed  the 
Test,  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Alexander  McDonald  (son 
of  Allan  McDonald )  be  permitted  to  his  parole,  under  the 
same  restrictions  as  those  already  enlarged. 

On  motion.  Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Hunt  be  appointed 
an  Assistant  Clerk  to  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Nash,  Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr.  Green  Hill,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Allen 
Jones,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Blount,  Mr.  Rand,  Mr.  John  John- 
ston, Mr.  Ashe,  Mr.  Kinchen,  Mr.  Spencer,  Mr.  Haywood, 
Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Bradford,  Mr.  Ramsay,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Person,  be  a  Committee  to  prepare  a  temporary 
Civil  Constitution. 

Mr.  Abraham  Shepherd,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  Dobbs 
County,  appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  considera- 
tion the  nomination  and  appointment  of  Military  Officers : 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  deferred  till  Monday  next. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Monday,  April  15,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Minute-men  and  Militia  Battalions 
and  Troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Caswell  remain 
in  their  present  station  until  Saturday  next,  and  afterwards 
have  leave  to  march,  under  theii-  respective  Officers,  into 
their  several  Counties,  and  then  have  leave  to  disband ;  the 
Congress  relying  on  the  gallantry  and  publick  spirit  of  those 
brave  Officers  and  Soldiers,  so  far  as  to  rest  satisfied  that  they 
will  not  avail  themselves  of  this  permission,  if  there  be  any 
immediate  danger  of  an  attack  on  that  part  of  the  Colony 
where  they  are  now  stationed. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  the  11th  instant,  Mr.  President 
presented  the  thanks  of  the  Congress  to  Colonel  Richard 
Caswell,  and  the  brave  Officei-s  and  Soldiers  under  his  com- 
mand, for  the  very  essential  service  by  them  rendered  this 
Colony  at  the  late  battle  of  Moore's  Creek. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration 
of  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Beaufort,  in  Carteret 
County,  are  of  opinion  that  the  situation  of  that  Town,  and 
the  Inlets  adjacent,  are  such,  that  it  appears  absolutely 
necessary  that  a  considerable  military  force  should  be  sta- 
tioned at  or  near  the  said  town,  to  prevent  our  enemies 
from  landing  there,  supplying  themselves  with  provisions, 
and  committing  hostilities  and  depredations  in  that  part  of 
the  Province ;  and  that  until  further  provision  is  made  for 
the  defence  of  that  County,  the  Company  of  fifty  men,  now 
raised  by  the  Committee  of  said  County,  be  continued  for 
that  purpose,  so  long  as  the  said  Committee  shall  judge  it 
necessary. 
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The  Committee  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  turpentine 
now  lying  at  Beaufort,  belonging  to  William  Gibbs,  should 
be  landed  at  his  expense,  and  for  his  use,  at  some  secure 
place  where  it  may  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  lie  for  consideration. 
Mr.  Lawrence  Baker,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  Hertford 
County,  appeared,  subscribed  the  Test,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

William  Hooper  and  John  Penn,  Esquires,  Delegates  of 
the  Continental  Congress  and  Members  of  this  House,  ap- 
peared, subscribed  the  Test,  and  took  their  seats. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Ashe,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Spen- 
cer, be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  most 
practicable  and  expeditious  method  of  supplying  the  Pro- 
vince with  Anns,  Ammunition,  Warlike  Stores,  and  Sul- 
phur ;  and  also  the  expediency  of  erecting  Works  for  the 
making  of  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  and  purifying  Sulphur. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  the  House  take  into  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  Sea-Coast,  to-moiTow  morning. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Penn  be  added  to 
the  Committee  to  prepare  a  temporary  Civil  Constitution. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  appointment 
of  the  Field-Officei-s  to  the  Battalions  directed  to  be  raised : 
Resolved,  That  Jethro  Sumner,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Co- 
lonel, William  Alston,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Samuel 
Lockhart,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the  Third  Regiment ;  Thomas 
Polk,  Esq.,  Colonel,  James  Thackston,  Esq.,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  and  William  Davidson,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the  Fourth 
Regiment ;  Edward  Bujicombe,  Esq.,  Colonel,  Henry  Irwin, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Levi  Dawson,  Esq.,  Major, 
of  the  Fifth  Regiment ;  Alexander  Lillington,  Esq.,  Colonel, 
WilliamTaylor,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  andGideon  Lamb,  Ma- 
jor, of  the  Sixth  Regiment ;  and  Robert  Washington,  Ad- 
jutant of  the  Third  Regiment ;  William  fVilliams,  Adjutant 
of  the  Fourth  Regiment ;  Henry  Darnell,  Adjutant  of  the 
Fifth  Regiment ;  and  Bennet  Crafton,  Adjutant  of  the  Sixth 
Regiment. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock, 

Tuesday,  April  16,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  several  Districts,  by  directions  of  the  Congress,  having 
nominated  sundry  pereons  as  Officers  to  the  Battalions  direct- 
ed to  be  raised  in  this  Province ;  the  House  taking  the  same 
into  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  appointed  accordingly,  to  wit: 

Halifai.  Thomas  Grant,  Ensign. 

William  Brinkly,  Captain,  William  Ward,  Captain, 

Isaac  Privat,  1st  Lieutenant,  John  Whitley,  1st  Lieutenant, 

Christopher  Lacky,  2d  Lieutenant,  Willis  Pope,  2d  Lieutenant, 

William  Ethcridgc,  Ensign.  John  Hopson,  Ensign. 
Pinkethman  Eaton,  Captain,  Edenton. 

James  Bradly,  1st  Lieutenant,  Peter  Simon,  Captain, 

Robert  Washington,  2d  Lieutenant,  .\ndrew  Duke,  1  at  Lieutenant, 

Joseph  Montford,  Ensign.  Nehemiah  Long,  2d  Lieutenant, 

John  Gray,  Captain,  Benjamin  Bailey,  Ensign. 

Joseph  Clinch,  1st  Lieutenant,  John  Pugh  Williams,  Captain, 

Matthew  Wood,  2d  Lieutenant,  'J'hos.  Whitmell  Pugh,  1st  Lieut, 

Etheldred  Dance,  Ensign.  Joseph  Clayton,  2d  Lieutenant, 

William  Barrat,  Captain,  Ehsha  Rhodes,  Ensign. 

Nicholas  Edmunds,  1st  Lieutenant,  Jerom  Maclaine,  Captain, 

Gee  Bradly,  2d  Lieutenant,  Jacob  Pollock,  1st  Lieutenant, 

William  Linton,  Ensign.  Blount  Whitmell,  2d  Lieutenant, 

Jacob  Turner,  Captain,  William  Knot,  Ensign. 

Daniel  Jones,  1st  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Granbery,  Captain, 

Alsop  High,  2d  Lieutenant,  Kcdar  Ballard,  1st  Lieutenant, 

Benjamin  Morgan,  Ensign.  John  Granbery,  2d  Lieutenant, 

Hillsborough.  Zephaniah  Burges,  Ensign. 

Philip  Taylor,  Captain,  Roger  Moore,  Captain, 

John  Kennon,  1st  Lieutenant,  William  Goodman,  1st  Lieutenant, 

Dcmpsey  Moore,  2d  Lieutenant,  Benajah  Turner,  2d  Lieutenant, 

Solomon  Walker,  Ensign.  Abel  Mosslander,  Ensign. 
Archibald  Lyttle,  Captain,  Wilminotoh. 

Thomas  Donoho,  Ist  Lieutenant,  John  Ashe,  Jun.,  Captain, 

Samuel  Thompson,  2d  Lieutenant,  Charles  Hollingsworth,  1st  Lieut., 

William  Lyttle,  Ensign.  Mark  McLamy,  2d  Lieutenant, 

James  Emmett,  Captain,  David  Jones,  Ensign. 

William  Clements,  Ist  Lieutenant,  John  James,  Captain, 

John  Madaris,  2d  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Williams,  1st  Lieutenant, 

John  Morpis,  Ensign.  John  McCan,  2d  Lieutenant, 

Jesse  Saunders,  Captain,  Edward  Outlaw,  Ensign. 

William  Glover,  1st  Lieutenant,  Grilfith  John  McRee,  Captain, 

Pleasant  Henderson,  2d  Lieutenant,  Francis  Child,  1st  Lieutenant, 


Christopher  Gooding,  2d  Lieut.,  Thomas  Blount,  Ensign. 

Richard  iSinglctary,  Ensign.  Benjamin  Sledman,  Captain, 

George  Mitchell,  Captain,  Robert  Turner,  1st  Lieutenant, 

Amos  Love,  1st  Lieutenant,  John  Eborn,  2d  Lieutenant, 

Benjamin  Pike,  2d  Lieutenant,  Charles  Stewart,  Ensign. 
Reuben  Grant,  Ensign.  Salishcbt. 

Arthur  Council,  Captain,  Robert  Smith,  Captain, 

Thomas  White,  1st  Lieutenant,  William  Brownfield,  1st  Lieut., 

Thomas  Armstrong,  2d  Lieutenant,  William  Caldwell,  2d  Lieutenant, 

Denny  Porterfield,  Ensign.  Thomas  McClure,  Ensign. 

NtwBEHN.  William  Temple  Cole,  Captain, 

Simon  Alderson,  Captain,  James  Carr,  Ist  Lieutenant, 

William  Groves,  1st  Lieutenant,  David  Craig,  2d  Lieutenaiit, 

John  Custis,  2d  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Patten,  Ensign.  ' 

James  McKinnie,  Ensign.  Thomas  Harris,  Captain, 

John  Euloe,  Captain,  Thomas  Picket,  Ist  Lieutenant, 

George  Suggs,  1st  Lieutenant,  James  Farr,  2d  Lieutenant, 

Henry  Cannon,  2d  Lieutenant,  James  Coots,  Ensign. 

Shadrach  Wooten,  Ensign.  Joseph  Phillips,  Captain, 

William  Caswell,  Captain,  James  Shepherd,  1st  Lieutenant, 

Henry  Darnell,  1st  Lieutenant,  Micajah  Lewis,  2d  Lieutenant, 

John  Sitgreaves,  2d  Lieutenant,  William  Meridith,  Ensign. 

John  Bush,  Ensign.  John  Neilson,  Captain, 

Reading  Blount,  Captain,  William  Dent,  Jun.,  1st  Lieutenant, 

Benjamin  Coleman,  1st  Lieutenant,  James  Slarrat,  2d  Lieutenant, 

John  Allen,  2d  Lieutenant,  Alexander  Nelson,  Ensign. 

BY  THE  HOUSE. 

John  Baptista  Ashe,  Captain,  James  Cook,  Captain, 

George  Daugherty,  1st  Lieutenant,  Adam  Hampton,  1st  Lieutenant, 

Andrew  Armstrong,  2d  Lieutenant,  John  Walker,  Jun.,  2d  Lieutenant, 

Joshua  Hadly,  Ensign.  Adam  McFaddon,  Ensign. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  appointment 
of  Officers  to  the  Companies  of  Light-Horse  to  be  raised 
in  this  Province: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  ac- 
cordingly, viz:  John  Dickerson,  Captain,  Samuel  Ashe, 
Jun.,  Lieutenant,  and  Abraham  Childers,  Cornet,  of  the 
First  Company ;  Martin  Pffer,  Captain,  James  Sumner, 
Lieutenant,  and  Valentine  Beard,  Cornet,  of  the  Second 
Company;  James  Jones,  Captain,  Cosimo  Madacy,  Lieu- 
tenant, and  James  Armstrong,  Cornet,  of  the  Third  Com- 
pany. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Sumner,  Mr.  Thomas  Person,  Mr. 
Rutherford,  Mr.  Ashe,  and  Mr.  JVa«A,  be  a  Committee  to 
regiment  the  different  Companies  to  be  raised. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  Intelligence, 
and  Observation,  already  appointed  by  this  Congress,  shall 
have  full  power  to  send  for,  and  enforce  the  attendance 
before  them  of  all  suspected  persons,  and  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  witnesses,  and  to  procure  all  such  papers  as 
may  give  information  with  respect  to  such  offenders ;  and 
that  such  Committee  report  nothing  to  this  House,  or  to 
any  person,  which  may  tend  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  this 
appointment. 

Mr.  William  Cumming,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  Pasquo- 
tank County,  and  Mr.  William  Murfree,  one  of  the  Dele- 
gates for  Hertford  County,  appeared  and  took  their  seats. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Cumming  and  Mr.  John 
Johnston  be  added  to  the  Committee  to  take  under  con- 
sideration the  Petition  of  William  Alston ;  and  that  the  said 
Petition  be  recommitted  for  their  consideration. 

Mr.  President  laid  before  the  House  a  copy  of  a  Letter 
received  from  the  Committee  of  Onslow  County,  from  John 
Cniden  ^  Co.,  of  Wilmington,  to  Patrick  McLeod,  ol' Lon- 
don, signifying  sundry  things  therein  unfriendly  to  the  Ame- 
rican rights: 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Cruden  be  im- 
mediately sent  for,  taken  into  custody,  and  brought  before 
this  House,  to  answer  for  his  conduct ;  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Onslow  County  be  desired  to  send  to  the  Con- 
gress the  original  Papers  respecting  the  said  John  Cruden 
hf  Co.  and  William  Gibbs;  and  that  Captain  John  Daly 
be  appointed  to  execute  this  Resolve,  and  make  due  return 
thereon. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  April  17,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  no  Recruiting  Officer  shall  be  allowed  to 
inlist  into  the  service  any  Servant  whatsoever,  except  Ap- 
prentices bound  under  the  laws  of  this  Colony ;  nor  any 
such  Apprentices,  unless  the  consent  of  his  Master  be  first 
had  in  writing ;  neither  any  man  unless  he  be  five  feet  four 
inches  high,  healthy,  strong-made,  and  well-limbed,  not 
deaf,  or  subject  to  fits,  or  ulcers  on  their  legs. 
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The  Committee  for  regimenting  the  different  Companies, 
laid  before  tiie  House  the  following  arrangement,  which  was 
agreed  to,  viz : 

Third  Regiment :  Jethro  Sumner,  Colonel ;  William  Al- 
ston, Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Samuel  Lockhart,  Major. 

Captains :  1 ,  William  Brinhly ;  2,  Pinldthman  Eaton ; 
3,  John  Gray ;  4,  William  Barrot ;  5,  Jacob  Turner, 
6,  George  Granhiry ;  1,  James  Cook ;  8,  James  Emmet. 

Fourth  Regiment :  Thomas  Polk,  Colonel ;  James  Thack- 
ston,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  William  Davidson,  Major. 

Captains:  1,  Roger  Moore;  2,  John  Ashe ;  3,  Jerom 
Maclaine ;  4,  Robert  Smith ;  5,  William  Temple  Cole ; 
6,  Thomas  Harris ;  7,  Joseph  Phillips ;  8,  John  Nelson. 

Fiftli  Regiment :  Edward  Buncombe,  Colonel ;  Henry 
Invin,  Lieutenant-Colonel  ;  Levi  Dawson,  Major. 

Captains:  1,  Reading  Blount;  2,  John  Enloe  ;  3,  Wil- 
liam Caswell;  4,  Simon  Alderson ;  5,  Benjamin  Stedman; 
6,  Peter  Simons ;  7,  John  Pugh  Williams ;  8,  William 
Ward. 

Sixth  Regiment :  Alexander  Lillington,  Colonel ;  Wil- 
liam Taylor,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Gideon  Lamb,  Major. 

Captains :  1 ,  John  James ;  2,  Griffith  John  McRee ;  3, 
George  Mitchell;  4,  Arthur  Council;  5,  Philip  Taylor; 
6,  Archibald  Lyttle ;  1,  Jesse  Saunders  ;  8,  John  Baptista 
Ashe. 

The  Captains  to  take  rank  from  the  time  their  respective 
Companies  shall  be  completed,  to  be  certified  under  the  ' 
hand  of  one  or  more  Magistrates  of  the  County  where  the 
men  may  be  raised ;  and  in  case  two  or  more  Companies  be 
completed  in  one  day,  or  any  dispute  arise  about  rank,  that 
it  be  determined  by  a  Court-Martial. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Cumming,  Mr.  Allen  Jones, 
and  Mr.  Ashe,  be  a  Committee  to  draw  up  Rules  of  Deco- 
rum to  be  observed  in  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  John  Martin,  Donald  Shaw,  Soril  Mc- 
Donald, Nivin  Colbreath,  Robert  Mylne,  Richardson  Fa- 
gon,  John  Martin,  Alexander  Spiers,  and  George  Meeks, 
be  discharged  from  their  further  attendance. 

Ordered,  That  Edward  Winshw  be  discharged,  he  first 
entering  into  bond,  with  security,  in  the  sum  of  fifty  Pounds, 
for  his  personal  attendance  at  any  future  time  before  this 
Congress. 

That  James  Bams,  have  liberty  to  retire  from  this  Con- 
gress, and  that  Colonel  Nicholas  Long  deliver  to  him  his 
Wagon  and  Horses,  and  such  other  property  as  has  been 
detained. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Robert  Hall  be  appointed  Chi- 
rurgeon  to  the  Third  Regiment,  Doctor  Hugh  Boyd  Chi- 
rurgeon  to  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Doctor  Samuel  Cooly 
Chirurgeon  to  the  Fifth  Regiment,  and  Doctor  William 
McClure  Chirurgeon  to  the  Sixth  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  James  Hogan,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Pay- 
master of  the  Third  Regiment,  to  be  raised  in  this  Province, 
also,  Paymaster  to  the  three  Companies  of  Light-Horse; 
Samuel  Ashe,  Esquire,  Paymaster  to  the  First  Regiment ; 
Jacob  Blount,  Esquire,  Paymaster  to  the  Second  Regiment ; 
Hezekiah  Alexander,  Paymaster  to  the  Fourth  Regiment ; 
Thomas  Bcnbury,  Paymaster  to  the  Fifth  Regiment ;  Na- 
thaniel Rochester,  Paymaster  to  the  Sixth  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Whitmell  Hill,  Mr.  Thomas  Person, 
Mr.  John  Ashe,  Mr.  Coor,  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr. 
Cooper,  Mr.  Lamon,  and  Mr.  John  Johnston,  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  settle  the  Rations  and  the  price  to  be  allowed  the 
Commissaries  for  victualling  the  Army. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Long,  Esq.,  be  recommended 
to  the  General  Congress  for  Quartermaster-General  to  the 
Southern  Department,  to  rank  as  Colonel ;  and  that  he  act 
as  Quartermaster  in  this  Province  until  the  sense  of  the  Con- 
gress shall  be  had  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Swan,  Esq.,  be  recommended  to 
the  General  Congress  for  Deputy  Adjutant-General  in  this 
Province,  and  that  he  act  as  such  until  the  sense  of  the 
Congress  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Sanders,  Mr.  Thomas 
Person,  Mr.  Rutherford,  Mr.  Whitmell  Hill,  Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Nisbet,  Mr.  Spencer,  Mr.  Abraham  SJiephcrd,  and  Mr. 
Tliomas  Harvey,  be  a  Committee  to  setde  and  allow  the 
pay  of  the  Light-Horse  heretofore  in  the  service,  and  also 


the  pay  of  those  Light-Horse  directed  to  be  raised  by  tliis 
Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Thompson,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Benbury,  Mr.  Abbot, 
Mr.  Jarvis,  Mr.  Nash,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr.  Miles  Harvey,  Mr. 
Thomas  Jones,  Mr.  John  Ashe,  Mr.  Spicer,  and  Mr.  John 
Jordan,  be  a  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  de- 
fence and  state  of  the  Sea-Coast,  anfl  make  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Spencer,  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Joseph 
Williams,  Mr.  Tliomas  Person,  and  Mr.  John  Johnston,  be 
a  Standing  Committee  to  take  into  consideration  such  Peti- 
tions as  may  be  exhibited  by  persons  who  shall  appear 
objects  of  charity. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

Thursday  April  18,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  from  this  House  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  allow  all  reasonable  charges 
and  expenses  to  the  Officers,  Soldiers,  and  other  persons, 
who  served  in  the  Militia  lately  in  service,  although  there 
be  no  provision  made  for  such  claims  in  the  act  or  acts  of 
Asseinbly,  or  resolves  of  Congress,  heretofore  made ;  and 
that  where  it  shall  appear  to  them  that  any  individual  has 
bona  fide  advanced  his  money  for  the  publick  service,  they 
shall  allow  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  every  Member  of  this  Congress  consider 
himself,  under  the  ties  of  virtue,  honour,  and  love  of  his  coun- 
try, not  to  divulge,  directly  or  indii'ectly,  any  matter  or  thing 
agitated  or  debated  in  Congress,  during  the  time  of  debate, 
or  before  the  same  shall  be  determined,  or  after  the  determi- 
nation tliereof,  which  the  President,  at  the  request  of  the 
mover  thereof,  openly  shall  direct  to  be  kept  secret,  with- 
out leave  of  the  Congress,  or  a  majority  thereof;  and  that 
every  person  who  shall  violate  this  agreement  shall  be  ex- 
pelled the  Congress,  and  considered  as  an  enemy  to  America; 
and  that  every  Member  signify  his  consent  thereto  by  sign- 
ing his  name. 

Samuel  Johnston,  Miles  Har\'ey,  James  Sanders, 

Thos.  Respis,  Jun.,  W.  Skinner,  Simon  Bright, 

John  Cowper,  Thomas  Boyd,  J.  Kinchen, 

John  Campbell,  Wi'liam  Robson,  Thomas  Wiggins, 

William  Alston,  Grihith  Rutherford,  Ransom  Southerland, 

Phil.  Hawkins,  Jr.,  Matthew  Locke,  Henry  Abbot, 

Jacob  Blount,  John  Hinton,  Uemsey  Burgcs, 

John  Bryan,  J.  Rand,  William  Dent, 

William  Thompson,  Cornelius  Harnett,  Ralph  Gorrell, 

Solomon  Shepherd,  Whitmell  Hill,  A.  Nash, 

William  Person,  Howell  Edmunds,  Elisha  Cain, 

Samuel  Jarvis,  David  Nisbit,  Ting.  Jones, 

James  Ryan,  James  Coor,  K.  McKenzie, 

Solomon  Perkins,  John  Weob,  A.  Ramsey, 

James  White,  Day  Ridley,  Joseph  Williams, 

Thomas  Bcnbury,  David  Sumner,  Dun.  Lamon, 

Thomas  Jones,  C.  W.  Jacocks,  Thomas  Harvey, 

John  Thompson,  Jeph.  Atherton,  William  Dickson, 

William  Haywood,  James  Bonner,  Needham  Bryan, 

Elisha  Battle,  Nathan  Boddie,  Joseph  Winston, 

Mcmucan  Hunt,  Rotheas  Latham,  Charles  Gordon, 

John 'J'ay lor,  Jun.,  Benjamin  Parmele,  Eaton  Haynes, 

Joseph  Hancock,  Jeduthun  Harper,  Samuel  Spencer, 

John  Jordan,  George  Miller,  John  Childs, 

Robert  Sumner,  Richard  Caswell,  Abra.  Shcppard,  Jun., 

Jos.  John  Williams,  S.  Ashe,  Law.  Baker, 

Willis  Alston,  Joseph  Jones,  William  Hooper, 

John  Bradford,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Penn, 

James  Hogan,  A.  Corrie,  William  Cumming, 

Nath.  Richardson,  John  Johnston,  William  Murfree, 

James  Council,  Benajah  Doty,  Gideon  Lamb, 

Arthur  Council,  John  Hollinsworth,  James  Green,  Jun., 

John  P6fer,  John  Spicer,  J.  Glasgow,  Secretary, 

J.  McNitt  Alexander,  William  Brown,  John  Hunt,  .4«si»/a«<, 

Robert  Irwin,  Nathaniel  Rochester,  Th.  Person,  .Assistant, 

William  Williams,  David  Smith,.  Green  Hill, 

John  Ashe,  David  Love,  Thomas  Sherrod, 

John  Devane,  Thomas  Burke,  John  Simpson, 

."Mien  Jones,  Charles  Eaton,  Tom  Gray 

Drury  Gee,  Alexander  McAlester,  Thomas  Hunter. 

John  King,  William  Johnston, . 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  Henry  Giffard's  Letter  to 
Colonel  James  Moore  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  take 
into  consideration  the  most  practicable  and  most  expeditious 
method  for  supplying  the  Province  with  Arms,  Ammuni- 
tion, Warlike  Stores,  &;c. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Allen  Jones,  Mr.  Nash,  Mr.  John 
Ashe,  Mr.  Miles  Harvey,  and  Mr.  WiUiam  Thompson,  be  a 
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Committee  to  draw  up  Instructions  and  Orders  for  the  Re- 
cruiting Officers. 

Ordered,  That  John  Slingshy,  James  Wnrlv,  Dougal 
Campbell,  Hector  McNeill,  Daniel  Treudway,  Malcolm, 
McNeill.  James  Cooper,  John  Cox,  James  Collins,  and 
Daniel  Muse,  have  leave  to  retire  from  their  further  attend- 
ance on  thisCIongress,  and  that  certificates  be  issued  for  their 
passing  unmolested. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Resolve  of  yesterday,  for 
appointing  James  Hogan  Paymaster  to  the  Third  Regiment, 
Samuel  Ashe,  Paymaster  to  the  First  Regiment,  Jacob 
Blount  Paymaster  to  the  Second  Regiment,  Hezelciah 
Alexander  Paymaster  to  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Thomas 
Benbury  Paymaster  to  the  Fifth  Regiment,  and  Nathaniel 
Rochester  Paymaster  to  the  Sixth  Regiment,  be  rescinded. 

Resohed,  That  Jacob  Blount,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Pay- 
master to  the  Troops  in  this  Province,  and  that  he  be  al- 
lowed fifty  dollars  per  month,  (the  pay  of  a  Deputy  Pay- 
master,) and  that  he  enter  into  bond,  with  sufficient  security, 
in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  Pounds,  for  his  faithful 
discharge  of  that  office. 

Resohed,  That  Robert  Bignal  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
fifty-four  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  eight  Pence,  Procla- 
mation money,  for  one  hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder,  and 
four  hundred  and  thirty-three  weight  of  Shot ;  that  the  Trea- 
surei-s,  or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the'  same,  on  his  produ- 
cing a  receipt  from  Colonel  Henry  Irwin  that  the  same  is 
bona  fide  delivered. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Friday,  April  19,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Wade  and  David  Love,  for 
Anson  ;  Henry  Bonner  and  Joseph  Blount,  for  Beaufort ; 
Thomas  Robinson  and  Thomas  Broum,  for  Bladen  ;  Zede- 
kiah  Stone  and  Jonathan  Jacocks,  for  Bertie ;  Richard 
Quince,  Jun.,  and  Parker  Quince,  for  Bitmswick ;  Julius 
Nichok  and  Adkin  Macklcmore,  for  Bute;  Christopher 
Neale  and  William  Blount,  for  Craven  ;  John  Eason  and 
Brice  Williams,  for  Carteret ;  Samuel  Jarvis  and  Solomon 
Perkins,  for  Currituck  ;  Luke  Sumner  and  John  Baptist 
Beasley,  for  Chowan  ;  Ehenezer  Fulsome  and  John  Blocker, 
for  Cumberland  ;  Mial  Scurlock  and  Solomon  Morgan,  for 
Chatham  ;  James  Kenan  and  Richard  Clinton,  for  Duplin  ; 
Benjamin  Sheppard  and  Joseph  Green,  for  Dobbs  ;  Henry 
Horn  and  Jorias  Johnston,  for  Edgecomb  ;  Mem^tcan  Hunt 
and  Thomas  Banks,  for  Granville ;  Charles  Bruce  and 
Daniel  Galaspee,  for  Guilford  ;  Edward  Hancock  and  Wil- 
liam. Russel,  for  Hyde  ;  George  Little  and  William  Baker, 
for  Hertford;  Egbert  Haywood  and  David  Crawley,  for 
Halifax  ;  Necdham  Bryan  and  John  Smith,  for  Johnston  ; 
David  Rces  and  Thomas  Harris,  for  Mecklenburgh ;  Francis 
Ward  and  Blake  Baker  Wiggins,  for  Martin  ;  John  De- 
vane  and  Captain  John  Foster,  for  New-Hanover ;  William 
Eaton  and  Hezekiah  Hough,  for  Northampton  ;  William 
King  and  Thomas  Johnston,  for  Onslow  ;  John  Bxitler  and 
John  Atkinson,  for  Orange  ;  Benjamin  Harvey,  Jun.,  and 
Edmund  Blount,  iar  Perquimans  ;  Isaac  Gregory  and  0th- 
niel  Lassell.  for  Pasquotank  ;  James  Gorham  and  Benjamin 
May,  for  Pitt;  Francis  Locke  and  James  Brandon,  for 
Rowan ;  Robert  Lanier  and  Jesse  Walton,  for  Surry  ; 
Stevens  Lee  and  Hezekiah  Spruill,  for  Tyrrell ;  William 
Grimes  and  Robert  Alexander,  for  Tryon ;  and  Thomas 
Ilines  and  Thcophilus  Hunter,  for  Wake  County,  be  ap- 
pointed to  receive,  procure,  and  purciiase  Fire-Arms  for  the 
use  of  the  Troops ;  and  that  tiiey  observe  the  following  Re- 
gulations : 

1.  That  they  receive  into  their  possession  all  such  Arms 
as  have  been  taken  from  the  Tories,  and  keep  them  safely 
till  they  shall  be  demanded  by  persons  hereafter  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  this  Congress  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  they 
have  power  to  give  discharges  upon  such  receipts  to  ail  per- 
sons entitled  to  them. 

2.  That  they  purchase  all  Fire-Arms  which  are  good 
and  sufficient,  and  fit  for  immediate  use ;  and  also  such  as 
may  be  repaired,  and  put  in  such  order  as  to  be  made  use- 
ful. Provided,  that  no  guns  fit  for  immediate  use  may  be 
purchased  from  any  Militiaman,  whereby  he  may  be  able 
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to  plead  such  circumstance  in  excuse  for  not  attending  hi* 
duty  as  a  Militiaman  when  called  upon. 

.3.  That  such  Arms  as  they  shall  purchase  which  arc  out 
of  repair,  they  shall  immediately  put  into  the  hands  of  work- 
men to  make  fit  for  use,  and  by  every  means  in  their  power 
to  expedite  the  same. 

4.  That  the  Arms  so  taken,  when  repaired,  shall  be  va- 
lued  by  indifferent  persons  ;  and,  after  deducting  the  expense- 
of  the  repairs,  the  surplus  shall  be  paid  to  those  from  whon* 
such  were  purchased  ;  and  as  to  those  which  are  fit  for  im- 
mediate  use,  the  value  thereof,  upon  appraisement  made  by 
indifferent  persons,  shall  be  paid  to  the  proprietors. 

Resolved,  That  as  there  are  a  number  of  pereons  called 
Quakers,  Moravians,  and  Dunkards,  who  conscientiously 
scruple  bearing  arms,  and  as  such  have  no  occasion  for  Fire- 
Arms,  that  they  be  informed  that  it  is  the  sense  and  confi- 
dent expectation  of  this  Congress,  that  they  will  dispose  of 
their  Fire-Arms  to  the  said  Commissioners,  they  receiving 
the  full  value  thereof;  but  that  no  compulsion  be  exercised 
to  induce  them  to  this  duty. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds  be 
advanced  to  the  draft  of  the  said  Commissioners,  for  each 
County,  they  giving  bond  and  security  for  the  due  applica- 
tion of  the  same,  and  that  such  bond  be  to  the  President  of 
this  Congress  ;  and  that  the  Delegates  of  each  County  shall 
take  care  that  such  bond  is  given,  and  shall  exert  themselves 
to  aid  and  assist  the  said  Commissioners  to  carry  these  Re- 
solves into  execution. 

Resolved,  also.  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  receive 
from  those  who  now  hold  them  in  possession,  all  Swords, 
Dirks,  Pistols,  and  all  other  implements  of  war,  which  have 
been  taken  from  the  Tories  ;  and  that  they  purchase  as  many 
Bayonets  as  can  be  procured  which  are  already  made. 

Resolved,  also,  Tliat  if  Armourers  cannot  be  found  in 
each  County,  sufficient  for  repairing  such  Arms,  that  they  be 
sent  into  such  publick  Armory  as  shall  be  established  here- 
after by  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  allowed 
a  genteel  and  generous  compensation  for  their  service,  in 
proportion  to  the  fidelity  and  despatch  with  which  they  shall 
execute  this  trust. 

Resolved,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  Continental  Troops 
shall  receive  from  the  said  Commissioners  such  Arms  as 
they  may  collect,  as  soon  as  they  are  fitted  for  use,  and  shall 
deliver  them  out  to  the  Recruits  ;  and  as  soon  as  their  re- 
spective Regiments  are  armed,  the  surplus  in  their  hands  to 
be  delivered  over  to  the  Commissary  of  Stores,  hereafter  to 
be  appointed. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
defenceless  state  of  the  Sea-Coast  of  this  Province,  do  re- 
port, and  humbly  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Con- 
gress, the  following  as  their  opinion,  viz :  That  the  sea-coast 
from  the  Virginia  line  to  Occacock- Inlet,  as  also  the  coast 
from  Occacock  to  Bogue-Inlet,  and  from  that  Inlet  to  the 
South- Carolina  line,  is  totally  defenceless,  and  all  the  sea- 
banks  covered  with  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs,  and  the  few 
inhabitants  living  on  the  banks  are  chiefly  persons  whose 
estates  consist  in  live  stock,  and  exposed  to  the  ravages  of 
the  small  armed  vessels  and  tenders ;  and  that  if  the  armed 
vessels  and  tenders  are  prevented  from  getting  supplies  of 
fresh  provisions  from  thb  sea-coast,  it  will  be  impossible  for 
the  war  to  be  of  long  continuance  in  this  Province,  as  the 
seamen  and  soldiers  will  be  afflicted  with  the  scurvy  and 
other  diseases,  arising  from  the  constant  use  of  salt  provi- 
sions, and  therefore  be  under  the  necessity  of  quitting  the 
coast,  and  by  that  means  save  to  tiie  back  inhabitants  of 
this  Province  the  very  great  trouble  and  heavy  expense  of 
frequently  coming  down  to  the  assistance  of  their  brethren 
on  the  sea-board. 

Your  Committee  further  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Congress  the  necessity  there  is  of  raising  another  Regi- 
ment, and  stationing  six  Companies  out  of  the  same,  on  the 
sea-coast  for  its  defence,  in  the  following  manner,  viz :  two 
Companies  from  the  Virginia  line  to  Occacock-Inlet,  two 
Companies  between  Occacock-Inlet  and  Bogue-Inkt,  and 
two  Companies  between  Bogue-Inlet  and  the  South-Caro- 
lina line ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Continental 
Congress  to  take  the  said  Regiment  into  Continental  pay, 
first  fully  assuring  the  Congress  of  the  necessity  of  such  a 
measure. 
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Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  lie  for  consideration  till 
to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hooper  and  Mr.  Penn  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  War,  and  Intelligence. 

Mr.  Sjdcer,  Mr.  Hunt,  and  Mr.  TignalJones,  have  leave 
'to  absent  themselves  for  a  few  days. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  Mr.  Rochester,  Mr.  Dickson,  Mr.  Law- 
rence Baker,  Mr.  IVilliam  JiWi(in)s,  Mr.  Thomas  Harvey, 
and  Mr.  lienajah  Doty,  be  added  to  the  Connnittce  of 
•Claims  and  Military  Accounts. 

Ordered.  That  Mr.  Thomas  Person,  Mr.  Kinchen,  Mr. 
Thomas  Jones,  Mr.  Whitmell  Hill,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Cum- 
tning,  Mr.  William  Williams,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Benbury,  be 
a  Committee  to  prepare  a  number  of  Resolves  to  expedite 
the  business  for  emitting  Money. 

The  Recruiting  Officer  having  certified  that  Mr.  Charles 
W.  Jacocks  was  duly  elwted  a  Delegate  for  the  County  of 
Bertie,  pui-suant  to  a  Resolve  issued  from  this  Congress  the 
lOtli  instant,  the  said  Mr.  Jacocks  appeared  and  took  his 
seat. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  20,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  to  draw  up  Instructions  and  Orders  for 
the  Recruiting  Officers,  reported  as  follows : 

1.  They  are  to  inlist  none  but  able-bodied  men,  fit  for 
service,  capable  of  marching  well,  and  such  whose  attach- 
ment to  American  liberties  they  have  no  cause  to  suspect. 
Young,  hearty,  robust  men,  whose  birth,  family  connexions, 
and  property,  bind  them  to  the  interest  of  their  country,  and 
well  practised  in  the  use  of  fire-arms,  are  much  to  be  pre- 
ferred. 

2.  Tliey  are  as  much  as  possible  to  have  regard  to  moral 
character,  particularly  sobriety. 

3.  They  are  not  to  inlist  any  imported  servant,  nor,  with- 
out the  leave  of  his  master,  any  apprentice. 

4.  They  are  to  be  careful  in  inlisting  such  men  for  Ser- 
geants and  Corporals,  whose  ability,  activity  and  diligence 
make  them  fit  for  that  appointment ;  they  are  also  to  appoint 
a  Fifer  and  Dmmmer. 

5.  They  are  to  exert  themselves  to  complete  their  com- 
panies, and  punctually  to  report  to  their  Colonels. 

6.  That  the  soldiers  be  allowed  one  shilling  per  day  each 
for  their  subsistence  till  they  join  tiieir  Regiment. 

7.  They  are  to  take  notice  that  tiie  Colonel  of  their  Bat- 
talion, or  some  Field-Officer  appointed  by  him,  are  to  inspect 
their  men,  and  to  reject  such  as  are  not  fit  for  service. 

8.  They  are  to  furnish  the  subaltern  officers  of  their  Com- 
panies with  a  copy  of  their  instructions. 

9.  They  are  to  inlist  their  men  according  to  the  follow- 
ing fomi,  viz : 

10.  "  I  have  this  day  voluntarily  inlisted  myself  as  a  sol- 
dier in  the  American  Continental  Army,  and  do  bind  myself 
to  conform  in  all  instances  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
are,  or  shall  be,  established  for  the  government  of  the  said 
Army ;  as  witness  my  hand,  &c." 

IL  That  they  inlist  no  soldier  utlder  five  feet  four  inches 
high,  able-bodied  men,  healthy,  strong-made,  and  well-limb- 
ed, not  deaf,  or  subject  to  fits,  or  ulcers  on  their  legs,  or 
ruptures. 

12.  That  they  pay  to  each  soldier  they  shall  inlist  forty 
Shillings  bounty,  and  three  Pounds  advance  ;  and  that  every 

recruit  take  the  following  oath :  "  I  do  swear, 

that  I  will  be  faithful  and  true  to  the  United  Colonies ;  that 
I  will  serve  the  same,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  in  defence 
of  the  just  rights  of  America,  against  all  enemies  whatso- 
ever; that  I  will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities,  obey  the 
lawful  commands  of  my  superior  officers,  agreeable  to  the 
ordinances  of  the  Congress,  and  the  articles  of  war  to  which 
I  have  subscribed,  and  lay  down  my  arms  peaceably,  when 
required  so  to  do  by  the  Continental  Congress.  So  help  me 
God." 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
■therewith. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  setde  and  allow  the  pay  of 
>die  Light-Horse  heretofore  in  the  service,  and  also  the  pay 


of  those  Light-Horse  directed  to  be  raised  by  this  Congress, 
reported  as  follows: 

Your  Connnittee  are  of  opinion  that  each  Light-Horse- 
man employed  in  the  late  expedition  against  the  Insurgents 
in  Uiis  Province,  should  be  allowed  two  shillings  and  six  pence 
for  every  day  he  served,  and  that  for  every  horse  (where 
the  publick  found  forage)  the  owner  should  be  allowed  two 
shillings,  and  two  shillings  and  six  pence  where  forage  was 
supplied  by  the  owner.  That  to  every  Captain  in  such  ser- 
vice should  be  allowed  ten  shillings.  Lieutenants  seven  shil- 
lings and  six  pence,  and  to  every  Comet  five  shillings  per  day. 
That  two  shillings  and  six  pence  for  every  day's  service  should 
be  allowed  to  evei')'  Light-Horseman  who  shall  hereafter 
enter  into  the  regular  service,  (exclusive  of  the  horse,)  and 
to  every  Captain  the  same  pay  as  a  Major  of  Foot ;  to  every 
Lieutenant  the  same  pay  as  a  Captain  of  Foot ;  and  to  every 
Cornet  the  same  pay  as  a  Lieutenant  of  Foot. 

The  House  takinjr  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abraham  Sheppard,  Mr.  William 
Johnston,  Mr.  Samuel  Spencer,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Wiggins, 
have  leave  of  absence. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  consi- 
deration the  defenceless  state  of  the  Sea-Coast, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  deferred  till  Monday  next. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  nine 
o'clock, 

Monday,  April  22,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 
Resolved,  That  Major  Peter  Dauge  and  Mr.  Dcmsey 
Gregory,  be  appointed  to  take  immediately  into  their  pos- 
session all  the  Negroes  belonging  to  the  Estates  of  Thomas 
Macknight,  late  of  Currituck  County,  and  also  of  James 
Parker  and  Robert  Gilmorc,  and  cause  them  to  be  imme- . 
diately  brought  to  this  place,  that  the  said  Negroes  may  be 
subject  to  the  further  order  of  this  Congress. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  The  Congress  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state 
and  arrangement  of  the  Militia  in  this  Province. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  accordingly,  and  chose  John  Caijipbell,  Esq.,  Chair- 
man ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  several 
Resolutions. 

Then,  on  motion,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and 
the  Chairman  reported  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  a  Brigadier-General  of  the  Militia  be 
appointed  in  each  District  of  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Richard  Caswell,  Esquire,  be  appointed 
Brigadier-General  of  the  Militia  for  the  District  of  I^ewbem ; 
John  Ashe,  Esq.,  for  the  District  of  Wilmington  ;  Thomas 
Person,  Esquire,  for  the  District  of  Hillsborough ;  Griffith 
Rutherford,  Esq.,  for  the  District  of  Salisbury ;  Edward 
Vail,  Esq.,  for  the  District  of  Edenton;  Allen  Jones,  Esq., 
for  the  District  of  Halifax. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Brigadier-Generals  shall  take 
rank  in  their  respective  Districts. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  Field- 
Officers  in  the  respective  Counties,  viz : 
Anson  County  :  Charles  Medlock,  Colonel ;  David  Love, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  William  Picket,  First  Major ;  George 
Davidson,  Second  Major. 
Beaufokt  :  James  Bonner,  Colonel ;  Thomas  Bonner,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel;    William  Brown,  First  Major;  Henry 
Bonner,  Second  Major, 
Bektie  :  Thomas  Whitmell,  Colonel ;  Thomas  Pugh,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;    James   Moore,    Firet   Major ;    Arthur 
Brown,  Second  Major. 
Bladen  :    Thomas   Robeson,   Colonel ;    Thomas   Broum, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Thomas  Owen,  First  Major ;  James 
Richardson,  Second  Major. 
Bute  :  Thomas  Eaton,  Colonel ;   William  Alston,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ;   Thomas  Sherwood,  First  Major ;  Green 
Hill,  Second  Major. 
Craven  :  John  Bryan,  Colonel ;  Lemuel  Hatch,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ;  John  Bryan,  First  Major ;  John  Tilman, 
Second  Major. 
Carteret  :  William  Thompson,  Colonel ;  Solomon  Shep- 
herd, Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Thomas  Shadwick,  First  Ma- 
jor ;  Malachi  Bell,  Second  Major. 
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Currituck  :  Hollo^odl  Williams,  Colonel ;  Solomon  Per- 
kins, Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Taylor  Jones,  Firet  Major ; 
Asael  Simmonds,  Second  Major. 

Chowan  :  Thomas  Bonner,  Colonel ;  James  Blount,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;  Thomas  Benbury,  First  Major ;  Jacob 
Hunter,  Second  Major. 

Cumberland  :  Alexander  McAlister,  Colonel ;  Ebenezer 
Fulsome,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  David  Sviith,  First  Major ; 
Philip  Alston,  Second  Major. 

Chatham:  Ambrose  Ramsay,  Colonel;  Jeduthun  Harper, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Mial  Scurlock,  First  Major ;  Mat- 
thew Jones,  Second  Major. 

Duplin:  James  Kenan,  Colonel ;  Thomas  Routlidge,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;  James  Moore,  First  Major ;  Robert  Hick- 
son,  Second  Major. 

DoBBs :  Abraham  Shepherd,  Colonel ;  Martin  Caswell, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  William  McKinnie,  First  Major ; 
James  Glasgow,  Second  Major. 

Edgecomb  :  Erum  Lewis,  Colonel ;  Simon  Gray,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ;  Jonas  Johnston,  First  Major ;  Thomas 
Hunter,  Second  Major. 

Granville  :  Joseph  Taylor,  Colonel ;  Charles  Rust  Eaton, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Samuel  Smith,  First  Major ;  Thorn- 
ton Yancy,  Second  Major. 

Guilford  :  James  Martin,  Colonel ;  John  Peasly,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ;  Thomas  Owen,  First  Major ;  Thomas 
Blair,  Second  Major. 

Hyde  :  Rotheas  Latham,  Colonel ;  Benjamin  Parmele, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  William,  Russell,  First  Major ;  Tho- 
mas Jones,  Second  Major. 

Hertford  :  Benjamin  Wynns,  Colonel ;  Matthias  Brickell, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Lawrence  Baker,  First  Major ; 
George  Little,  Second  Major. 

Halifax  :  Willis  Alston,  Colonel ;  David  Sumner,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ;  Jam£s  Hogan,  First  Major ;  Samuel  Wel- 
don.  Second  Major. 

Johnston  :  William  Bryan,  Colonel ;  John  Smith,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ;  Samuel  Smith,  Jun.,  First  Major ;  John 
Stephens,  Second  Major. 

Mecklenburgh  :  Adam  Alexander,  Colonel ;  John  PJifer, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Davidson,  First  Major ;  George 
Alexander,  Second  Major. 

Martin  :  William  Williams,  Colonel ;  M'Tiitmell  Hill,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;  Thomas  Wiggins,  First  Major ;  Kennith 
McKinzie,  Second  Major. 

New-Hanover  :  William  Purviance,  Colonel ;  Anthony 
Ward,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Henry  Young,  First  Major ; 
Thomas  Bloodworth,  Second  Major. 

Northampton  :  William  Eaton,  Colonel ;  Jeptha  Eather- 
ton,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Howell  Edmunds,  First  Major ; 
Drury  Gee,  Second  Major. 

Onslow  :  William  Cray,  Colonel ;  Henry  Rhodes,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel;  Thomas  Johnston,  First  Major;  James 
Howard,  Second  Major. 

Southern  Regiment  in  Orange  :  John  Butler,  Colonel ;  jVa- 
thaniel  Rochester,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Robert  Abercromr 
bie,  Jun.,  First  Major ;  Hugh  Tennen,  Second  Major. 

Northern  Regiment  in  Orange  :  James  Saunders,  Colonel ; 
William  Moore,  Ijieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Paine,  First 
Major ;  Thomas  Harrison,  Second  Major. 

Perquimans  :  Miles  Harvey,  Colonel ;  William  Skinner, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Thos.  Harvey,  First  Major ;  Richard 
Clayton,  Second  Major. 

First  Regiment  of  Pasquotank  :  Thomas  Boyd,  Colonel ; 
Spencer  Ripley,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Othnicl  Lascelles, 
First  Major ;  John  Casey,  Second  Major. 

Second  Regiment  of'PASQ,uoTANK  :  Isaac  Gregory,  Colonel ; 
Demsey  Surges,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Joshua  Campbell, 
First  Major ;  Peter  Dauge,  Second  Major. 

Pitt  :  John  Simpson,  Colonel ;  Robert  Salter,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;  George  Evans,  First  Major ;  James  Armstrong, 
Second  Major. 

First  Regiment  of  Rowan  :  Francis  Locke,  Colonel ;  Alex- 
ander Dobbins,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  James  Brandon, 
First  Major ;  James  Smith,  Second  Major. 

Second  Regiment  of  Rowan  :  Christopher  Beckman,  Colo- 
nel ;  Charles  McDowell,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Hugh  Bre- 
vard, First  Major;  George  Welfong,  Second  Major. 

Surry:  Martin  Armstrong,  Colonel"  Joseph  Williams, 
Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Joseph  Winston,  First  Major;  Jesse 
Walton,  Second  Major. 


Tyrrel  :  Clement  Crook,  Colonel ;  James  Long,  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel ;  Joseph  Spruill,  Jun.,  First  Major;  Andrew 
Long,  Second  Major. 

Tryon:  William  Graham,  Colonel;  Thomas  Beaty,  Ucu- 
tenant-(]olonel ;  Andrew  Hampton,  Fii-st  Major ;  Jacob- 
Cosner,  Second  Major. 

Wake  :  John  Hinton,  Colonel ;  Theophilus  Hunter,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel;  John  Hinton,  Jun.,  F'lrsiMapr ;  Thomas: 
Hines,  Second  Major. 

Resolved,  That  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Orange  be 
divided  into  two  equal  Regiments,  to  wit :  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Regiments ;  the  Northern  to  include  all  the  effec- 
tive men  on  the  North  side  of  a  certain  east  and  west  line 
heretofore  run  by  the  direction  of  the  County  Court  of 
Orange,  and  the  southern  to  include  all  the  effective  men 
on  the  southern  side  of  the  said  line. 

The  House  taking  the  said  Report  into  consideration, 
concurred  therewith. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  number  of  Re- 
solves to  expedite  the  business  of  striking  Money,  came  to 
the  following  Resolutions,  which  they  humbly  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Congress,  viz : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand Dollars  shall  be  struck  in  Bills  of  Credit,  of  the  follow- 
ing numbers  and  denominations,  viz : 

3,000  -  -  12J  dollars,  -  -  £15,000 
10,000  -  -  7^  do.  -  -  30,000 
10,000  -  -  5  do.  -  -  20,000 
20,000  -  -  2i  do.  -  -  20,000 
20,000  -  -  1  do.  -  -  8,000 
20,000  -  -  J  do.  -  -  4,000 
20,000  -  -  J  do.  -  -  2,000 
20,000  -  -    i     do.       -    -  1,000 

£100,000 
Resolved,  That  the  form  of  said  Bills  be  as  follows,  viz : 

"North- Carolina  currency. 

"  .  .  .  .  Dollars,  by  authority  of  Congress,  at  Halifax, 

on  the  second  day  o{  April,  1776." 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  John  Kinchen,  ''Thomas  Benbury, 
Memucan  Hunt,  and  John  Johnston,  or  the  survivors  of  them, 
be  a  Committee  to  get  proper  Plates  engraved,  and  to  pro- 
vide Paper  and  number  the  Bills,  and  to  agree  with  an  En- 
graver or  Engravers  to  stamp  or  print  the  said  Bills,  and  to 
form  devices  for  the  same ;  and  that  they  be,  and  are  hereby 
fully  authorized  to  superintend  the  press,  to  have  the  over- 
sight and  care  of  stamping  or  printing  the  Bills  of  Credit 
so  to  be  struck,  and  to  deliver  the  same  stitched  to  the  Com- 
missioners hereafter  to  be  appointed  to  sign  the  said  Bills. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  use  the  best 
of  their  care  and  diligence  that  the  said  Bills,  according  to 
their  respective  denominations,  and  according  to  the  manner 
and  form  aforesaid,  be  forthwith  printed  or  struck  ;  and  that 
the  number  of  any  of  the  denominations  thereof  be  not  ex- 
ceeded, nor  any  clandestine  or  fraudulent  practice  be  used 
by  the  Engraver  or  Engravers,  his  or  their  apprentices, 
servants,  and  others,  concerned  in  the  printing  or  striking 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Engraver  or  Engravers  which  the 
Commissioners  shall  employ  in  the  said  work,  before  he  or 
they  enter  upon  the  same,  take  before  some  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  the  presence  of  one  or  both  of  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, the  following  oath,  viz  : 

"  I,  A  B,  do  swear,  that  I  will  truly,  faithfully,  and 
honestly  perform  the  duty  of  engraver  of  the  Bills  of  Credit 
directed  to  be  engraved  by  a  resolve  of  the  Congress  of 
North- Carolina,  held  at  the  Town  o[  Halifax,  the  second 
day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 776 ;  and  that  I  will 
not  advisedly  print,  stamp,  or  strike  a  greater  number  of 
blank  Bills  of  Credit  than  in  that  resolve  mentioned,  nor  of 
any  other  denomination  than  therein  expressed,  except  such 
sheets  as  may  be  so  blotted,  unfair,  or  imperfect  in  the  print- 
ing or  striking  thereof  that  the  same  shall  be  unfit  for  use. 
So  help  me  God." 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Engraver  or  Engravers,  by  him- 
self or  themselves,  his  or  their  servant,  apprentice,  or  any 
other  person  by  him  or  them  employed,  print,  strike,  stitch, 
or  bind  the  said  Bills,  or  any  of  them,  but  in  the  presence  of 
one  or  more  of  the  said  Commissioners  ;  and  in  every  inter- 
mbsion  of  the  work,  the  said  Commissioners  shall  safely  and 
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•fsecurely  lock  up  in  some  room  the  Press,  Plates,  and  Stamp?, 
Avith  vvliieli  the  work  shall  be  performed,  and  the  impres- 
sions which  shall  be  then  made,  in  which  the  printing, 
stamping,  and  striking  shall  be  done,  and  the  keys  of  such 
>room  shall  keep  in  their  possession  ;  and  when  all  the  said 
Bills  shall  be  printed  and  slmck,  the  Plates  shall  be  deliver- 
ed by  the  said  Engraver  or  Engravers  to  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, and  by  them  to  the  Commissioners  hereafter  to  be 
appointed  to  sign  the  said  Bills  of  Credit. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  William  Haywood,  Mr.  John 
Webb,  Mr.  WiUiam  Williams,  and  Mr.  David  Sumner,  be 
Commissionei-s  for  the  purpose  of  signing  the  Bills  of  Credit ; 
that  all  Bills  of  one  Dollar  and  uncior  be  signed  by  at  least 
two  of  the  said  Commissioners,  and  that  all  the  other  Bills 
be  signed  by  lour  of  the  said  Conmiissioners ;  and  after 
signing  them,  shall  deliver  the  same  to  the  Treasurer,  or 
one  of  them,  taking  his  or  their  receipts  for  die  Bills  so  deli- 
vered ;  and  that  they  be  allowed  the  sum  of  twelve  Shil- 
lings per  thousand  Bills  signed  by  each  for  such  services. 
And  that  the  Commissionei's  appointed  to  superintend  the 
striking,  stitching,  and  binding  the  said  Bills,  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  twelve  Shillings  per  thousand  Bills  so  superintended 
pach  for  such  services.  And  if  any  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  as  aforesaid  should  die,  remove  out  of  the  Pro- 
vince, or  refuse  to  act,  the  surviving  Commissioners,  or  a 
niajority  of  them,  shall  appoint  others,  or  another,  in  the 
room  of  him  or  them  so  dying,  removing,  or  refusing  ;  which 
Commissioner  or  Commissioners  so  appointed,  shall  enter 
into  bond,  and  such  Commissioner  shall,  before  his  entering 
into  office,  take  the  following  oath,  to  wit : 

"I,  A  B,  do  swear,  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Al- 
mighty God,  diat  I  will,  in  consequence  of  the  taist  reposed 
in  me  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Province,  faithfully 
execute  the  same  ;  that  I  will  not  stamp,  sign,  or  emit,  or 
knowingly  suffer  to  be  stamped,  signed,  or  emitted,  more 
Bills  than  such  as  have  been  described  by  the  said  Congress  ; 
and  as  soon  as  such  Bills  are  emitted,  that  the  plates  used  in 
stamping  the  same  shall  be  destroyed." 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Edward.  Vail,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  march  the  Troops  under  his  command  to  the  southward, 
in  order  to  join  his  Regiment ;  and  that  his  conduct  stands 
justified  by  this  Congress  in  obeying  the  Resolution  of  the 
Committee  of  Edenton,  lately  issued  for  his  detention. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nbe 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  April  83,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Read  the  Petition  of  a  number  of  people,  styling  them- 
selves Members  of  Christ's  Church,  setting  forth  they  were 
for  religious  scruples  bound  by  conscience  against  taking  up 
arms ;  praying  to  be  relieved  in  the  premises. 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  rejected 
tlie  said  Petition,  nem.  con. 

Read  the  Petition  of  Philip  Alston,  setting  forth  he  had 
been  gready  injured  by  the  Tories,  particularly  by  a  certain 
Captain  Muse ;  praying  relief. 

Ordered,  The  said  Petition  lie  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Matthew  Locke,  Mr.  John  Pfifer, 
and  Mr.  Joseph  Williams,  for  the  District  of  Salisbury ;  Mr. 
James  Jones,  Mr.  James  Saunders,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Smith, 
for  the  District  of  Hillsborough ;  Mr.  Benjamin  McCulloch 
and  Mr.  William  Johnston,  for  the  District  of  Halifax  ;  be 
appointed  Commissioners  to  purchase  thirty-six  Geldings  and 
the  like  number  of  Saddles  and  Bridles,  with  accoutrements, 
;in  each  District ;  dark  coloured  Horses,  not  under  four,  nor 
.above  eight  years  old,  nor  under  fourteen  hands  high,  sound, 
•and  strong-made  ;  and  the  said  Commissioners  do  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  thirty  Pounds  for  each  Horse  so  purchased  ;  that 
ihey  be  allowed  for  each  Horse,  with  the  accoutrements, 
the  sum  of  fifteen  Shillings  for  purchasing  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Kennon  be  appointed  Com- 
missary to  the  First  Regiment  in  this  Province,  Robert  Salter 
Commissary  to  the  Second  Regiment,  John  Webb  Commis- 
sary to  the  Third  Regiment,  Ransom  Southerland  Commis- 
sary to  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Peter  Mallett  Commissary  to 
the  B^ifth  Regiment,  and  Thomas  Hart  Commissary  to  the 
Sixth  Regimeat. 


Resolved,  That  every  person  who  shall  iniist  himself  as 
a  Trooper  in  the  Light-Horse,  shall  be  allowed  three  Pounds 
advance. 

The  Committee  for  taking  into  consideration  the  most 
practicable  and  expeditioiis  method  of  supplying  the  Pro- 
vince with  Arms,  Anmiunition,  Warlike  Stores,  and  Sulphur, 
and  also  the  expediency  of  erecting  Works  for  the  making 
of  Saltpetre,  Gunjxjwder,  and  purifying  Sulphur,  laid  the 
same  before  the  House. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  The  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  under  consideration  the 
same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
accordingly,  and  chose  John  Campbell,  Esq.,  Chairman  ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  several  Resolutions. 

Then,  on  motion,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Chairman  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  come  to 
several  Resolutions,  but  not  having  time  to  reduce  them  to 
form,  desired  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  The  said  Committee  have  leave  to  sit  again  to- 
morrow. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ralph  Gorrel,  Mr.  Solomon  Perkins, 
Mr.  John  Penn,  and  Mr.  PVilliam  Thompson,  have  leave  to 
absent  themselves  for  a  few  days  from  the  service  of  the 
Congress. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  April  24,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Rotheas  Latham,  one  of  the  Members  for  the  County 
of  Hyde,  appeared,  subscribed  the  Test,  and  took  his  seat 
accordingly. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  The  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  for  taking  under  further 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  consider  the 
most  practicable  and  expeditious  method  of  supplying  the 
Province  with  Arms,  Ammunition,  Warlike  Stores,  and 
Sulphur;  and  also  the  expediency  of  erecting  Works  for 
making  Saltpetre,  Gunpowder,  and  purifying  Sulphur,  &c. 

The  House  resolved  itself  in'o  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
accordingly,  John  Campbell,  Esq.,  in  the  Chair ;  and  after 
some  time  spent,  came  to  sundry  Resolutions. 

On  motion,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr. 
Chairman  reported  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  it  is  their  opi- 
nion that  Mr.  Eato7i  Haynes,  Mr.  John  Geddy,  Mr.  David 
Jeffers,  and  Mr.  Henry  Mason,  be  employed  to  proceed,  at 
the  expense  of  this  Province,  to  Warwick  and  Petershurgh, 

in  the  Province  of  Virginia,  and  there  to  consult  with 

Rubsam^r,  and  observe  the  process  by  him  made  use  of  in 
manufacturing  Saltpetre,  and  obtain  from  him  instructions 
and  infonnation  how  the  process  may  be  most  beneficially 
conducted  in  this  Province ;  and,  after  having  themselves 
made  the  experiment  successfully  in  the  presence  of  the 
said  Rubsamer,  and  having  obtained  a  certificate  from  him 
of  that  fact,  to  return  to  this  Province  ;  and  that  they  be 
empowered  to  promise,  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  that  they 
will  make  the  said  Rubsamer  a  handsome  gratuity  for  the 
extraordinary  trouble  he  may  take  to  further  the  purposes  of 
the  said  Commissioners. 

It  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  buildings 
be  erected,  and  all  the  materials,  implements,  and  utensils, 
necessary  for  the  manufacturing  Saltpetre,  be  procured,  and 
that  a  manufactory  be  established  in  the  County  oi Halifax, 
which  shall  be  under  the  superintendence,  direction  and 
management  of  the  said  Commissioners ;  and  that  the  said 
Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  draw  upon  the  Treasury 
of  this  Province  for  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  six 
hundred  Pounds,  to  be  applied  to  pay  the  expense  of  pro- 
viding such  works  and  materials  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
above  purpose,  and  that  they  employ  under  them  such  la- 
bourers and  assistants  as  may  be  necessary  to  conduct  the 
process  most  expeditiously  and  beneficially ;  and  that  the 
said  Commissioners  shall  be  allowed  the  sum  of  one  shilling 
for  every  pound  of  Saltpetre  which  they  shall  make  and 
deliver  widiin  two  years  into  the  hands  of  the  Commission- 
ers hereafter  appointed  to  receive  the  same,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  publick ;  and  that  the  said  Commissionere  shall  give 
bond,  in  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  Pounds,  to  the  Presi- 
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dent  of  this  Congress,  for  the  due  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  trust  reposed  in  tiiem,  and  for  the  due  application  ol  the 
said  moneys  which  may  be  paid  them  out  of  the  Treasury. 

It  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  Powder- 
Mill  be  erected  in  the  County  of  Halifax,  and  that  Wylie 
Jones,  Benjamin  McCulloc/i  and  JosiaJi  Sumner,  Esquires, 
be  appointed  to  erect  the  same,  and  prepare  all  utensils,  im- 
plements and  materials,  for  the  manufacturing  Gunpowder ; 
and  that  they  receive  from  the  Directors  of  the  Saltpetre 
Manufactory  such  quantities  of  Saltpetre,  from  time  to  time, 
as  they  shall  have  made,  prepared,  and  refined  for  use,  and 
also  shall  use  their  best  endeavours  to  procure  Sulphur 
wherever  it  may  be  found,  and  to  purify  such  of  it  as  may 
be  crude  and  unfit  for  present  use.  And  that  the  said 
Wylie  Jones,  Benjamin  McCulloch,  and  Josiah  Sumner,  be 
empowered  to  draw  upon  the  Colony  Treasurers  for  a  sum  of 
money,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  Pounds,  to  disburse  the 
expense  of  constructing  such  works,  and  providing  such  arti- 
cles as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  said  work  ;  and  that 
they  give  bond  for  the  due  application  of  the  said  moneys, 
and  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  and 
that  the  said  bond  be  to  the  President  of  this  Congress,  and 
his  successors,  in  the  penal  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  and 
that  the  said  Directors  of  the  Powder-AIill  shall  be  allowed 
the  sum  of  one  shilling  for  every  pound  of  Gunpowder 
manufactured  by  them,  and  delivered  within  two  years  into 
the  hands  of  persons  hereafter  to  be  appointed  by  this  Con- 
gress to  receive  the  same  for  the  publick  use. 

It  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  a  work  be 
established  in  the  Province  of  North-  Carolina,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  common  Salt,  and  that  Waightstill  Avery, 
William  Tfiomjison,  Richard  Blackledge,  and  Robert  Wil- 
liams, be  Commissioners  to  erect  works  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  and  to  carry  on  the  process,  and  obtain  all  possible 
information  relative  to  the  same ;  and  that  they  be  empow- 
ered to  draw  upon  the  Treasury  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  thousand  Pounds,  to  pay  the  expenses  of  erecting  such 
works,  and  providing  all  materials,  implements  and  utensils 
proper  to  be  made  use  of;  and  that  such  works  be  fixed  in 
such  part  of  the  sea-coast  where  they  will  be  best  secured 
fmni  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  and  tend  to  furnish  the 
Colony  with  the  greatest  quantity  of  that  necessary  article ; 
and  that  the  said  Directors  give  bond,  with  sufficient  secu- 
rity, for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them, 
and  the  due  application  of  all  such  moneys  which  may  be 
advanced  them ;  and  that  over  and  above  their  reasonable 
expenses,  be  allowed  the  sum  of  four  pence  (for  the  space 
of  two  years  from  the  last  day  of  August  next)  for  every 
bushel  of  Salt  manufactured  by  them,  and  delivered  to  such 
persons  as  shall  be  directed  to  receive  the  same,  for  the  pub- 
lick  use ;  and  that  the  said  Commissioners,  after  fixing  upon 
a  proper  place  on  the  sea-coast  for  the  manufacturing  of 
common  Salt,  do  purchase  the  same  of  the  proprietor  or 
proprietors  thereof,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  publick  of  this 
Province,  upon  the  most  reasonable  terms,  and  give  a  draft 
for  the  same  on  either  of  the  Treasurers  of  this  Province, 
who  shall  be  allowed  the  same  in  the  settlement  of  liis  ac- 
counts with  the  publick ;  and  that  the  conveyance  for  the 
same  shall  be  taken  in  the  name  of  the  President  and  his 
successors  of  this  Congress,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  publick 
of  this  Province,  and  that  said  conveyance  shall  be  taken  in 
fee  simple. 

It  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  John 
Devane,  Richard  Herring,  and  James  White,  in  the  District 
of  Wilmington ;  John  Cowper,  James  Coor,  and  James  Glas- 
gow, in  the  District  of  Newbern ;  Lvlce  Sumner,  William 
Hunter,  and  Jacob  Hunter,  in  the  District  of  Edenton ;  Jo- 
seph John  M^illiams,  Christopher  Dudley,  and  James  Ran- 
som, in  the  District  of  Halifax ;  William  Johmton,  Thomas 
Burke,  and  AmbroK  Ramsey,  in  the  District  of  Hillsbo- 
rough; James  McCoy,  David  JSisbit,  and  William  Alexan- 
der, in  the  District  of  Salisbury,  be  empowered  immediately 
to  direct  the  establishing  of  publick  Manufactories  in  their 
respective  Districts,  of  good  and  sufficient  Muskets  and  Bay- 
onets, of  the  following  description,  to  wit:  Each  Firelock  to 
be  made  of  three-fourths  of  an  inch  bore,  and  of  a  good 
substance  at  the  breach,  the  barrel  to  be  three  feet  eiidit 
inches  in  length,  a  good  lock,  the  bayonet  to  be  eighteen 
inches  in  the  blade,  with  a  steel  ramrod,  the  upper  end  of  the 
upper  loop  to  be  trumpet  mouthed ;  and  that  for  that  pur- 
pose they  collect  from  the  dificrent  parts  of  their  respective 


Districts  all  Gunsmiths,  and  other  mechanicks,  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  make,  or  assist  in  making  Muskets,  or 
who  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  useful  in  carrying  on  such 
Manufactory,  and  diat  they  be  together  employed  in  the 
respective  District  Manufactories  so  established ;  and  that 
they  be  furnished,  at  the  expense  of  this  Colony,  with  tools, 
implements  and  utensils,  and  materials  for  carrying  on  the 
said  work  ;  and  that  the  said  Commissioners  respectively  shall 
contract  with  the  mechanicks  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
think  proper,  provided  that  for  each  Gun  and  Bayonet  com- 
plete, the  publick  shall  not  pay  a  sum  exceeding  five  Pounds  ; 
and  that  the  said  Commissioners  in  each  District  shall  have 
liberty  to  draw  upon  the  Treasury  for  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  Pounds  lor  each  District,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  erecting  such  Manufactories,  procuring  tools,  im- 
plements and  materials,  and  paying  the  mechanicks  employed 
lor  their  respective  services ;  and  that  the  said  Commissioners 
shall  give  bond  to  the  President  and  his  successors,  with 
sufficient  security,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  trust, 
and  that  they  will  justly  account  for  all  sums  of  money 
which  may  be  intrusted  to  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ; 
and  that  the  said  Commissioners  shall  deliver  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  shall  be  empowered  by  this  Congress  to  receive 
the  same,  all  such  Muskets  and  Bayonets  as  shall  be  coni- 
plete  for  use. 

Your  Committee  further  report,  that  as  to  the  contents  of 
a  letter  from  Henry  Gifford  to  General  Moore,  referred  to  this 
Committee,  they  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Thomas  Person,  Mr. 
Martin  Pffer,  and  Mr.  Ambrose  Ramsay,  be  empowered 
and  directed  immediately  to  repair  to  John  Wilcox's  Furnace 
and  Iron- Works,  on  Deep  River,  and  to  agree  with  the  said 
John  Wilcox,  in  behalf  of  this  Province,  on  the  lowest  terms 
they  can,  for  the  hire  of  the  said  Furnace  and  Iron-Works 
for  the  space  of  two  years,  or  to  purchase  and  repair  the 
Iron- Works  in  Guilford  County,  for  casting  pieces  of  Ord- 
nance, Shot,  and  other  warlike  implements,  for  the  use  of 
this  Province,  of  such  sizes  and  denominations  as  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  troops  shall  from  time  to  time  direct ; 
and  that  said  Commissioners  agree  with  some  person  or  per- 
sons, and  direct  the  said  work,  and  collect  from  the  different 
parts  ol  the  adjacent  country  persons  skilled  in  putting  the 
said  Furnace  in  proper  plight,  and  working  at  the  same,  and 
likewise  horses,  wagons,  carts,  and  barrows,  together  with 
all  conveniences  for  smelting  of  metal,  and  wood-cutters, 
colliers,  and  all  other  workers  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
work  of  the  said  Furnace,  and  employ  them  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid ;  and  that  the  said  Commissioners  procure,  at  the 
expense  of  this  Colony,  all  such  provisions,  tools,  furniture, 
and  materials,  as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  completing 
the  said  purpose  ;  and  that  for  discharging  the  expense 
thereof,  the  said  Commissioners  be  empowered  to  draw  on 
the  Colony  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  for  any  sum,  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  Pounds,  and  that  they  give  bond  to 
the  President  of  diis  Congress,  for  and  in  the  name  of  this 
Province,  in  the  penal  sum  of  ten  thousand  Pounds,  for  the 
due  application  of,  and  accounting  for  the  money  they  shall 
so  draw  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  the  faithful  discharge 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  them. 

And  as  by  the  above  Resolves  several  set  of  Commis- 
sioners have  been  appointed  to  superintend  and  to  carry  into 
execution  the  several  purposes  and  manufactories  mentioned 
therein,  and  as  several  Commissioners  therein  mentioned 
may  remove  out  of  the  Province,  die,  or  decline  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  where  any  of  the  said  Com- 
missioners may  remove  himself  out  of  this  Province,  die,  or 
decline  to  act,  in  every  such  case  the  survivor  or  survivors 
of  such  set  of  Commissioners  where  such  an  incident  may 
happen,  shall  have  full  power  to  nominate  and  apjioint  a 
poi-son,  whom  they  shall  conceive  a  proper  person,  to  fill 
up  such  deficiency,  who  shall  enter  into  bond  as  is  above 
directed. 

The  House,  taking  the  said  Report  into  consideration, 
amended  the  same,  and  concurred  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Griffith  Rutherford,  Mr.  T/iomas 
Person,  and  Mr.  Allen  Jones,  be  a  Committee  to  consider 
the  Petition  of  a  number  of  persons  in  Guilford  County 
a'l-ainst  Colonel  James  Martin  and  Alexander  Hunter,  and 
make  report  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  White,  Mr.  Lawrence  Baker, 
and  Mr.  Rotheas  Latham,  have  leave  of  absence. 
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Resolved,  That  General  Rutherford,  John  Rand,  John 
Cowper,  and  James  Saunders,  be  a  Committee  to  report  the 
most  practicable  and  expeditious  method  of  procuring  and 
purifying  Sulphur  for  the  use  of  the  Powder-Mill  directed 
to  be  erected  in  this  Province. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  April  25,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Biirgcs,  Mr.  John  Johnston,  and  Mr. 
Coicper,  have  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Robh,  Thomas  Douglass,  and 
Thomas  Mander,  lately  taken  at  Occacock,  on  board  of  a 
Tender,  be  admitted  to  their  parole,  they  having  signed  a 
declaration  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  consider  the 
Petition  of  a  number  of  persons  in  Guilford  County  against 
Colonel  James  Martin  and  Alexander  Hunter,  reported  as 
follows,  viz : 

That  about  the  23d  of  February,  Captain  Alexander 
Hunter,  contrary  to  orders,  openly  deserted  at  the  head  of 
his  Company  from  the  Army  encamped  at  the  Cross-Roads, 
in  Guilford  County,  and  hath  otherwise  behaved  himself  in 
a  tyrannical  and  lawless  manner  to  the  men  under  his  com- 
mand. And  as  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Martin,  your 
Committee  report,  that  the  said  Ijieutenant-Colonel  James 
Martin,  contrary  to  law,  hath  issued  his  warrant  to  an  officer 
to  tie  several  of  his  men,  and  to  levy  on  their  estates  the 
sum  of  ten  Pounds  and  costs,  without  hearing  any  excuse, 
or  admitting  them  to  a  trial  by  a  Court-Martial. 

Tlie  House,  taking  the  same  into  consideration. 
Resolved,  That  the  said  Captain  Alexander  Hunter  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Martin  be  suspended  from  their 
command,  until  their  conduct  can  be  inquired  into  by  a 
Court-Martial ;  and  that  the  goods  or  effects  of  all  persons 
levied  on  by  the  above  Officers  be  immediately  restored. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Harnett,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  and  Mr. 
William  Skinner,  be  a  Committee  to  settle  the  Salvage  of 
such  Vessels  as  are  lately  taken,  which  the  captors  may  be 
entitled  to. 

Resolved,  That  Eaton  Haynes,  Esq.,  be  appointed  an 
Agent  for  this  Province,  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  and  to 
take  such  measures  and  give  such  orders  as  he  may  think 
most  expedient  to  conduct  the  Prisoners  to  the  several  places 
destined  for  them  by  this  Congress,  with  the  greatest  safety 
and  expedition  possible ;  that  he  supply  the  Prisoners  and 
Guard  with  provisions,  and  other  articles  which  may  be 
necessary  for  them  upon  their  route,  and  be  empowered,  in 
behalf  of  this  Province,  to  draw  upon  the  Continental  Trea- 
sury for  such  sums  as  he  shall  necessarily  expend  for  the 
above  purposes ;  and  that  such  draft  be  seasonably  made 
known  to  Joseph  Hewes,  Esq.,  Delegate  of  this  Province  in 
the  Continental  Congress,  by  letters  of  advice  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  him. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Needham  Bryan  have  leave  to  absent 
himself  from  the  service  of  this  Congress. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  Tliat  the  temporary  Civil  Consti- 
tution be  taken  under  consideration  to-morrow  morning. 

Read  the  Petition  of  sundry  Pilots  and  other  inhabitants 
of  Ocracoke,  praying  a  condemnation  on  the  Tender  called 
the  Lilly,  with  her  tackle,  furniture,  and  cargo,  together  with 
tlie  Negroes  belonging  to  her. 

Resolved,  That  a  special  Court  of  Admiralty  be  appointed 
to  try  the  Tender  Sloop  the  Lilly  and  cargo ;  and  that  for 
this  purpose,  Richard  Cogdell,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Judge  of 
the  said  Court,  John  Cook,  Esq.,  Advocate,  and  Thomas 
Sitgreaves,  Esq.,  Register  and  Marshal ;  and  that  in  case 
of  condemnation,  the  proceeds  of  the  sales,  after  defraying 
the  reasonable  charges  of  condemnation,  be  divided  between 
the  cai)tors. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Friday,  April  26,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  be  empowered  to  borrow 
Moneys  on  the  credit  of  this  Province,  and  that  the  faith  of 


this  Province  be  pledged  for  the  repayment  thereof,  with 
interest  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  persons  in  this  Province  em- 
powered to  purchase  Provisions  for  the  use  of  the  publick, 
be  required  to  lay  their  Accounts  before  the  Congress. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Parmale,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  the 
County  of  Hyde,  and  Mr.  Jeduthun  Harper,  one  of  the 
Members  for  the  County  of  Chatham,  appeared,  subscribed 
the  Test,  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Commissaries  appointed  in 
this  Province,  before  they  enter  upon  that  office,  enter  into 
Bond,  with  sufficient  security,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
Pounds,  to  the  President  of  this  Congress,  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  such  office. 

Resolved,  That  General  Person,  General  Rutherford,  Ge- 
neral Jones,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Locke,  Mr.  Coor,  and  Mr. 
Miles  Harvey,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  that  part  of 
General  Moore's  Letter  with  respect  to  the  requisition  of 
the  Militia,  and  report  to  this  House. 

Resolved,  That  two  thousand  weight  of  Gunpowder  be 
innnediately  despatched  from  this  place  to  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Moore. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  Saunders,  Mr.  Duncan  Lamon, 
Mr.  Hancock,  Mr.  Battle,  Mr.  Southerland,  Mr.  Benbury, 
and  Mr.  Nisbit,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
that  nine  or  more  of  them  may  proceed  upon  business. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  William  Williams  send  to  Tar- 
borough  four  hundred  weight  of  Shot  in  his  possession  be- 
longing to  the  publick,  and  that  he  deliver  the  same  to 
Colonel  Irwin  of  that  place. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  at  nine 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  27,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Dickerson  be  added  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  purchasing  Light- Horse  in  the  District  o{ Hills-- 
borough. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Hollingsworth  have  leave  of 
absence  from  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  all  Recruits  shall  be  inlisled  for  the  term 
of  two  years  and  six  months  from  the  time  of  such  inlist- 
ment,  but  may  be  dismissed  sooner  in  case  the  Continental 
Congress  shall  judge  it  necessary ;  and  if  the  said  Troops 
shall  be  discharged  before  the  expiration  of  that  term,  they 
shall  be  paid  one  month's  wages. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President  give  the  Thanks  of  this 
Congress  to  Brigadier-General  Howe,  for  his  manly,  gene- 
rous, and  warlike  conduct,  in  these  unhappy  times ;  more 
especially  for  the  reputation  which  our  Provincial  Tixwps 
acquired  under  him  at  the  conflagration  of  JSorfolk. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  Congress  do  publish  a  Declaration, 
testifying  that  they  have  been  under  a  necessity  to  remove 
the  Prisoners  who  have  been  concerned  in  the  late  insurrec- 
tion, to  other  Provinces,  from  a  regard  to  the  publick  safely; 
and  because  whiK;  such  men  continued  amongst  us,  much 
was  to  be  apprehended  from  the  personal  and  family  influ- 
ence of  those  persons  disposed  to  exert  it  to  the  prejudice 
of  this  country,  and  delude  the  ignorant,  wicked,  and  unwa- 
ry, into  measures  that  might  endanger  the  future  happiness 
of  this  Colony.  That  the  unhappy  families  and  connex- 
ions of  those  whom  we  liave  in  our  power,  be  assured,  tliat 
every  indulgence  which  hiuiianity  and  compassion  can  give, 
consistent  with  the  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  inhabitants  of 
these  Colonies,  engaged  in  a  contention  for  the  rights  of 
America  and  of  mankind,  shall  be  extended  to  those  whom 
we  have  in  our  power ;  but  that  much  will  depend  upon  the 
future  good  behaviour  of  those  who  still  remain  in  the  Pro- 
vince, as  to  the  mode  of  treatment  which  our  Prisoner  shall 
experience,  and  their  being  suffered  to  return  to  their  re- 
spective habitations,  families,  and  friends,  when  peace  is 
restored  to  us ;  and  that  this  Declaration  be  translated  into 
Erse. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  War,  and  In- 
telligence, be  empowered  to  remove  all  such  persons  (not 
exceeding  the  number  of  forty)  with  their  families,  as  they 
shall  deem  capable  of  influencing  the  late  Insurgents  to  take 
arms  against  Aaneiica,  from  their  present  neighbourhood  into 
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such  places  as  they  shall  judge  most  safe  and  convenient ; 
and  that  certain  persons,  who  shall  be  hereafter  appointed 
in  every  County  whither  such  persons  and  families  shall  be 
removed,  be  required  to  take  special  care  that  sucii  persons  . 
shall  not  be  suffered  to  want  any  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
until  it  shall  be  in  their  power  to  procure  the  same  by  their 
own  industry  and  property ;  and  all  supplies  which  shall  at 
any  time  be  furnished  by  the  several  persons  so  required, 
shall  be  paid  for  by  this  Colony.  Provided,  that  every  such 
person  as  shall  be  so  removed,  shall  be  allowed  his  election 
either  to  take  with  him  his  family  or  not ;  and  also  that  all 
such  persons  shall  be  allowed  to  make  such  disposition  as 
they  shall  think  proper  of  their  Estates  and  Properties. 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Rutherford  be  permitted  to  take 
with  him  his  Horse  and  Negro  man,  and  that  Farquard 
Campbell  be  likewise  permitted  to  take  with  him  his  Horse, 
and  that  Mr.  McNeill  carry  the  same  to  them. 

Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  this  House,  the  Returning 
Officer  certified  that  Colonel  Richard  Caswell,  Mr.  Simon 
Bright,  and  Mr.  George  Miller,  were  duly  elected  Delegates 
for  the  County  of  Dobbs,  who  appeared,  subscribed  the 
Test,  and  took  their  seats  in  Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read. 

Resolved,  The  House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House,  to  take  into  consideration  certain  Resolu- 
tions proposed  as  a  foundation  for  a  temporary  Civil  Con- 
stitution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  accordingly,  and  chose  William  Cumming,  Esq., 
Chairman  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President 
resumed  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Chairman  reported  the  several 
Resolutions. 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration, 

Ordered,  The  same  be  laid  over  till  Monday  next. 

Brigadier  Ashe  has  leave  of  absence,  and  Mr.  Day  Ridley 
has  leave  of  absence  till  Monday. 

Resolved,  That  Christopher  Neale  be  empowered  to  take 
to  his  assistance  five  sufficient  persons,  to  carry  under  guard 
John  Goodrich  and  George  Blair,  Prisoners  now  in  Hali- 
fax, to  Suffolk,  in  Virginia. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Christopher  Neale  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  twenty  Pounds  for  carrying  under  guard  to  Suffolk, 
in  Virginia,  John  Goodrich  and  George  Blair;  and  that 
the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be 
allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
Requisition  of  reinforcement  of  the  Militia  made  by  Briga- 
dier-General Moore,  reported  their  opinion. 

Ordered,  Tlie  same  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Monday,  April  29,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Read  the  Petition  of  Philip  Alston,  setting  forth  the  loss 
of  a  Horse,  Mare,  and  Gun,  by  the  Insurgents ;  praying 
relief. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Read  the  Report  of  the  Committee  for  taking  under  con- 
sideration the  Petition  of  the  Executors  of  John  Callaway, 
deceased. 

Ordered,  The  same  lie  for  consideration. 

Read  the  Petition  of  the  Committee  of  Guilford  County, 
requiring  some  reward  for  attending  Committee,  sitting,  and 
disarming  the  Tories,  &ic.     Rejected  nem.  con. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr. 
Samuel  Ashe,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Kinchen,  Mr.  Caswell,  Mr. 
Person,  and  Mr.  Harnett,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  and 
report  the  business  necessary  to  be  carried  into  execution 
this  present  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  five  Independent  Companies  be  imme- 
diately raised  in  this  Province,  to  consist  of  one  Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals, 
two  Drummers,  one  Fifer,  and  sixty-eight  Rank  and  File ; 
and  that  the  said  Companies  be  stationed  at  the  following 
places,  to  wit :  One  Company  between  Currituck  and  Roa- 
noke Inlet,  one  Company  at  Occacock  Lilet,  one  Company 
between  Occacock  and  White- Oak  Inlet,  one  Company  be- 


tween Bogue  Inlet  and  iVew  River  Inlet,  and  one  Company 
between  ^eiv  River  and  Deep  Inlet  inclusive.  And  that 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  said  Companies  shall  be  allowed 
the  same  pay  and  rations  as  Officers  and  Soldiers  on  the 
Continental  establishment,  and  subject  only  to  the  control  of 
this  or  any  future  Congress,  or  to  any  Executive  power,  act- 
ing in  the  recess  of  the  same,  to  remove  or  disband  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  Cap- 
tains, Lieutenants,  and  Ensigns,  to  the  Independent  Compa- 
nies directed  to  be  raised,  viz :  James  Anderson,  Captain, 
Benjamin  Bonner,  First  Lieutenant,  James  Wahob,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  John  Brag,  Ensign,  of  the  Company  at 
Occacock  Inlet.  Dennis  Dauge,  Captain,  John  Jarvis, 
Fii-st  Lieutenant,  Legrand  Whitehall,  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Butler  Cowall,  Ensign,  of  the  Company  between  Cur- 
rituck and  Roanoke  Inlet.  John  Ki}ig,  Captain,  Edward 
Ward,  First  Lieutenant,  Peter  McLammy,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  James  Boston,  Ensign,  of  the  Company  between 
New  River  and  Deep  Inlet.  Enoch  Ward,  Captain,  Reun 
ben  Benthel,  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Chainey,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Charles  Dennis,  Ensign,  of  the  Company 
between  Occacock  and  White-Oak  Inlets.  Silby  Harney, 
Captain,  Joseph  Walker,  First  Lieutenant,  Adam  Gaskin, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  James  Williains,  Ensign,  of  the 
Company  between  Bogue  Inlet  and  New  River. 

And  that  the  following  persons  be  appointed  Commissa- 
ries to  the  said  Companies:  John  Cooper,  Esquire,  Com- 
missary to  the  Companies  stationed  at  Occacock  Inlet,  and 
between  Occacock  and  White-Oak  Inlet ;  Samuel  Jarvis, 
Esquire,  Commissary  to  the  Company  between  Currituck 
and  Roanoke  Inlets ;  Mr.  Hull  Doty,-  Commissary  to  the 
Company  between  New  River  and  Deep  Inlet. 

Resolved,  That  the  Companies  stationed  on  the  Sea- 
Coast  may  be  further  encouraged  to  exert  themselves  in 
taking  Armed  Vessels,  and  others  which  may  be  taken  by 
the  enemy's  Ships  of  War  and  Armed  Tenders,  such  as  they 
take  as  prizes,  may  be  adjudged  to  the  captors,  after  the 
charges  of  condemnation  ;  except  Vessels  owned  by  Ameri- 
cans, and  friends  to  Continental  Associations,  &,c.,  for  which 
the  captors  shall  have  Salvage. 

Mr.  Hawkins  has  leave  of  absence  from  the  Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  read,  for  taking  into  con- 
sideration certain  Resolutions  proposed  as  a  foundation  for  a 
temporarary  Civil  Constitution, 

Ordered,  The  same  be  deferred  till  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Pursuant  to  a  former  Resolution,  the  following  Declara- 
tion was  laid  before  this  Congress,  and  approved : 

Declaration. 

Impelled  by  a  regard  to  our  own  safety,  and  the  preser- 
vation of  those  rights  and  privileges  which  God  and  the 
Constitution  have  made  unalienably  ours,  and  which  the 
power  of  Great  Britain,  with  unremitting  vengeance,  injus- 
tice, and  cnielty,  is  labouring  to  subvert,  we  have  been 
induced  to  measures  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  Declara- 
tion to  explain  to  those  who  may  be  interested  in  them  or 
their  consequences. 

To  other  Provinces,  at  a  distance  from  their  own  places 
of  residence,  without  that  circle  where  their  personal  and 
family  influence  may  be  excited  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
Continent,  and  of  this  Province  in  particular,  we  have  deem- 
ed it  absolutely  necessary  for  the  publick  safety  to  remove  a 
body  of  men,  whose  residence  fortune  has  cast  in  the  very 
bowels  of  our  country,  and  who,  in  common  with  ourselves, 
have  shared  the  blessings  which  a  mild  and  liberal  Provincial 
system  of  laws,  a  benign  climate,  an  increasing  trade,  that 
poured  riches  into  the  lap  of  our  honest  industry,  the  coun- 
tenance and  protection  of  their  honest  neighbours  held  forth 
to  them  with  the  most  liberal  hand.  This  misguided  people, 
disregarding  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  that  country  under 
the  just  and  equal  laws  of  which  they  have  enjoyed  pro- 
tection, procured  ample  means  of  subsistence  for  themselves 
and  their  families,  and  possessed  of  a  considerable  property 
amongst  us,  were  equally  bound,  by  every  tie,  divine  and 
human,  to  defend  and  maintain  the  cause  of  liberty,  which, 
in  common  with  oureelves,  all  virtuous  men  on  this  Conti- 
nent, at  the  hazard  of  everything  dear  to  them,  are  labour- 
ing at  tills  day  to  defend.  Those  men,  confederating  with 
our  unnatural  enemies,  and  uking  advantage  of  their  resi- 
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dence  amongst  us,  and  that  confidence  which  such  a  rela- 
tion necessarily  created,  have  raised  tiieir  hands  against  us, 
and  endeavoured  ,to  imbrue  them  in  the  best  blood  of  our  fel- 
low-citizens. God  in  his  Providence  hath  hitiierto  defeated 
their  wicked  machinations,  and  after  their  having  experien- 
ced a  shameful  defeat,  hath  put  into  our  possession  many  of 
the  principals  of  them,  who,  from  the  wickedness  of  their 
own  hearts,  and  from  the  seduction  of  others,  meant  to  have 
consigned  this  once  flourishing  Colony  to  the  most  abject 
slavery  and  oppression. 

Those  people,  though  subdued,  still  retain  principles 
inimical  to  us ;  and  are  prompt,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be 
favoured  by  their  situation,  or  the  assistance  of  troops  ex- 
pected every  day  to  invade  this  Colony,  with  a  probability 
of  succeeding,  to  attempt  to  carry  their  wishes  into  execution, 
and,  co-operating  witli  a  merciless  Administration,  drench  this 
Province  in  blood  and  slaughter. 

These  have  been  our  motives  for  exercising  a  severity, 
which  regard  to  the  common  safety,  and  that  first  principle 
of  nature,  self-preservation,  prompted.  Justice  demanded 
it  at  our  hands  ;  and  in  the  anguish  of  our  hearts  we  lament 
the  sad  necessity  which  the  frailties  of  our  fellow-beings 
have  allotted  to  our  share  ;  still  we  wish  the  reformation  of 
those  who,  in  this  unhappy  contest,  are  severed  from  us,  and 
from  those  endearing  ties  which  nature  and  social  connex- 
ions have  fonned  for  them,  and  who  still  remain  amongst 
us  to  lament  the  folly  and  wickedness  of  those  whom  we 
liave  removed  from  amongst  them.  To  these  we  administer 
this  consolation,  that  they  may  rest  assured  that  no  wanton 
acts  of  cruelty,  no  severity,  shall  be  exercised  to  the  prison- 
ers ;  no  restraints  shall  be  imposed  upon  them,  but  what 
shall  be  necessary  to  prevent  their  using  their  liberty  to  the 
injury  of  the  friends  of  America. 

We  have  their  security  in  contemplation,  not  to  make 
them  miserable.  In  our  power,  their  errors  claim  our  pity, 
their  situation  disarms  our  resentment.  We  shall  hail  their 
reformation  with  increasing  pleasure,  and  receive  them  to  us 
with  open  arms.  Then  sincere  contrition  and  repentance 
shall  atone  for  their  past  conduct.  Members  of  the  same 
political  body  with  oureelves,  we  feel  the  convulsion  which 
such  a  severance  occasions ;  and  shall  bless  the  day  which 
shall  restore  them  to  us  friends  to  liberty,  to  the  cause  of 
America,  the  cause  of  God  and  mankind. 

We  war  not  with  the  helpless  females  which  they  left 
behind  them ;  we  sympathize  in  their  sorrow,  and  wish  to 
pour  the  balm  of  pity  into  the  wounds  which  a  separation 
from  husbands,  fathers,  and  the  dearest  relations,  have  made. 
They  are  the  rightful  pensioners  upon  the  charity  and  boun- 
ty of  those  who  have  aught  to  spare  from  their  own  neces- 
sities to  the  relief  of  their  indigent  fellow-creatures ;  to  such 
we  recommend  them. 

May  the  humanity  and  compassion  which  mark  the  cause 
we  are  engaged  in,  influence  them  to  such  a  conduct  as  may 
call  forth  our  utmost  tenderness  to  their  friends  whom  we 
have  in  our  power.  Much  depends  upon  the  future  demea- 
nour of  the  friends  of  the  Insurgents  who  are  left  among  us, 
as  to  the  treatment  our  prisoners  may  experience.  Let  them 
consider  these  as  hostages  for  their  own  good  behaviour; 
and  by  their  own  merits  make  kind  offices  to  their  friends  a 
tribute  of  duty  as  well  as  humanity  from  us,  who  have  them 
in  our  power. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  April  30,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Salvage  of  such 
Vessels  as  were  lately  taken,  and  what  the  captors  may  be 
entitled  to,  reported  as  follows,  viz : 

That  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  that  a  certain  schoon- 
er, called  the  Polly,  of  which  one  Silas  Henry  is  now  master, 
was  bftund  on  a  voyage  from  Edenton,  in  this  Province,  to 
the  Island  of  Madeira,  loaded  with  Indian  com,  staves,  and 
heading,  and  that  the  said  schooner  had  proceeded  to  the 
Swash,  near  Occacoclc  Island,  on  her  way  to  the  said  Island 
o{  Madeira ;  and  that  on  Sunday,  the  14th  of  this  instant, 
(April,)  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day,  an  armed  sloop,  called  the  Lilly,  commanded  by  a 
certain  John  Goodrich,  a  tender  fitted  out  by  Ijord  Dun- 
more  for  the  purpose  of  taking  all  the  vessels  at  Occacoclc 


Bar ;  that  the  said  John  Goodrich  hailed  the  schooner 
Polly,  and  ordered  the  master  to  come  on  board  the  said 
tender,  and  bring  his  papers  ;  that  Silas  Henry,  the  master, 
and  James  Buchanan,  one  half  owner  of  the  schooner  Polly 
and  her  cargo,  went  on  board  the  tender  Lilly,  and  deliver- 
ed the  papers  to  Captain  John  Goodrich,  who  received  and 
examined  the  same,  and  who  told  Mr.  James  J3uchunan 
that  the  schooner  was  a  prize,  and  kept  the  papei-s;  and 
that  Lieutenant  John  Wright,  master  of  the  armed  sloop 
Fincastle,  came  over  Occacock  Bar  the  evening  of  the  said 
14th  day  of  this  instiun,  (April,)  and  about  eight  o'clock 
the  same  evening  a  boat  with  armed  men  sent  from  the  Fin- 
castle boarded  the  schooner  Polly,  and  plundered  the  said 
schooner  of  all  the  live-stock,  disanned  the  men,  and  left  a 
prize-master  and  four  armed  men  on  board  the  schooner 
Polly,  who  remained  there  for  the  term  of  fifty-eight  or  fifty- 
nine  hours ;  and  that  on  the  17th  of  this  instant,  (April,)  a 
nun)ber  of  armed  men  in  five  whale-boats,  boarded  the  ten- 
der commanded  by  John  Goodrich,  took  her,  and  retook 
the  schooner  Polly,  and  carried  the  tender  and  schooner  up 
to  Newbern.  Your  Committee  therefore  humbly  submit  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Congress  the  following  as  their 
opinion:  That  the  captors  are  entitled,  by  a  resolve  of  the 
Continental  Congress  of  the  25th  of  November  last,  to  one- 
third  part  of  the  schooner  Polly  and  her  cargo,  in  lieu  of 
salvage ;  and  that  the  said  vessel  and  cargo,  consisting  of 
Indian  corn,  staves,  and  heading,  should  be  sold  at  publick 
auction,  first  giving  thirty  days  publick  notice ;  and  that 
after  the  sale  thereof,  and  all  necessary  charges  deducted, 
the  disuibution  thereof  shall  be  made  as  followeth,  viz: 
One-third  part  to  the  captors,  and  the  other  two-thirds  to 
Messieurs  James  Buchanan  and  Archibald  Campbell,  who 
appear  to  your  Committee  to  have  owned  the  said  schooner 
Polly  and  her  cargo. 

The  House,  talcing  the  said  Report  into  consideration, 
concurred  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Sitgreaves  be  appointed  to  sell 
at  publick  auction  for  ready  money,  the  Schooner  Polly 
and  her  cargo,  first  giving  thirty  days  notice  in  the  Carolina 
Gazette ;  and  that  distribution  of  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  thereof  (after  deducting  all  necessary  charges)  be 
made  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  One-third  part  thereof 
to  the  captors,  in  lieu  of  salvage  ;  and  the  other  two-thirds 
to  Messieurs  James  Buchanan  and  Archibald  Campbell, 
who  appear  to  have  owned  the  said  Schooner /^oZ/y  and  her 
cargo. 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  Hughs,  late  of  Rotvan  County, 
have  a  safe  conduct  to  come  and  reside  in  the  County  of 
Mecklenburgh,  with  such  of  his  family  and  property  as  he 
shall  think  proper  to  remove,  he  giving  security  to  behave 
himself  well,  and  not  to  give  assistance  or  counsel,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  the  enemies  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  George  Miller,  Mr.  Currie,  and  Mr. 
Campbell,  be  a  Conmiittee  to  examine  the  property  of  John 
Hamilton  Sf  Co.,  in  a  vessel  called  the  William,  and  her 
cargo,  ordered  to  be  seized  at  Newbern,  and  make  report 
thereon. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Ashe  and  Mr.  Caswell  be 
added  to  the  Committee  to  report  the  most  practicable  and 
expeditious  method  of  procuring  and  purifying  Sulphur  for 
the  use  of  the  Powder-Mill  directed  to  be  erected  in  this 
Province,  and  also  tlie  method  of  supplying  tlie  same  with 
Lead,  and  the  mode  of  purifying  the  same. 

The  Committee  for  taking  under  consideration  such  Peti- 
tions as  may  be  exiiibited  by  persons  who  shall  appear 
objects  of  charity,  reported  that  they  had  taken  in  conside- 
ration the  Petition  of  Robert  Willis,  viz  : 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the  said  Robert  Willis 
is  a  Sergeant  in  Captain  Armstrong's  Company  o{  the  Con- 
tinental Army  in  this  Province ;  that  in  the  late  expedition 
to  ISinety-Six,  in  South- Carolina,  he  took  cold  by  the  in- 
clemency of  the  season,  whereby  he  hath  been  reduced  to  a 
very  weak  and  languishing  state  of  health,  and  that  the  said 
Robert  Willis  is  very  poor  and  indigent.  Your  Committee 
therefore  recommend  him  as  an  object  of  publick  charity, 
and  are  of  opinion  that,  during  his  present  infirmity,  he 
ought  to  be  allowed  from  this  Province  for  his  support  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  Pounds  a  year,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  in 
lieu  of  his  pay. 
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And  as  to  the  case  of  one  IVUliam  Wommock,  referred  to 
this  CoiTimittee,  it  appears  to  your  Committoe  that  the  said 
William  Wommock  was  a  Sergeant  in  the  Orange  Mihtiain 
the  late  expedition  against  the  Tories ;  that  on  his  march 
he  was  unfortunately  shot  with  a  bullet  through  one  of  his 
feet,  and  thereby  rendered  unfit  for  that  service ;  that  it 
does  not  appear  to  your  Committee  that  he  is  at  present  in 
a  state  of  poverty  and  want,  nor  does  it  appear  to  your 
Committee  whether  his  wound  be  likely  to  be  cured  or 
not,  or  what  expenses  have  been  incurred  to  effect  his 
cure.  Your  Committee  therefore  reconnnend  that  proper 
persons  be  appointed  to  inspect  the  said  William  Wommock, 
and  to  make  report  to  the  Congress. 

The  House,  considering  the  same,  concurred  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Simpson  and  Mr.  James  Saunders  be 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the  said  Wil- 
liam Wommock,  and  report  to  the  next  Congress  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Dick- 
son, have  leave  of  absence ;  and  that  Mr.  Harnett  has  leave 
of  absence  the  day  after  to-morrow. 

Resolved.  That  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Samuel  Ashe,  Mr.  Cas- 
well, Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  JSash,  Mr.  Kinchcn,  Mr. 
Thomas  Jones,  and  Mr.  Coor,  be  a  Committee  to  form  a 
temporary  form  of  Government,  until  the  end  of  the  next 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Captain Dennison  be  allowed  ten 

Pounds  as  a  gratuity  for  his  care,  vigilance,  and  the  hazard 
lie  run,  in  performing  a  voyage  from  Newbern  to  the  French 
West-Indies,  and  back  again,  to  procure  Ammunition  for 
this  Province ;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them, 
pay  him  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts. 

The  Committee  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  expense  for 
supporting  the  Troops  to  be  raised  for  one  year,  reported 
that  the  expense  of  one  Regiment  for  twelve  months  would 
amount  to  fifty  thousand  Pounds. 

The  Committee  for  reconsidering  the  Petition  of  William 
Alston,  in  hehaU  of  Solomon  Alston's  Widow,  reported  to 
this  House. 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  John  Henderson,  who  intermarried  with 
the  said  Solomon  Alston's  Widow,  enter  into  bond,  with  suf- 
ficient security,  to  the  President  of  this  Congress,  (in  behalf 
of  the  said  Orphans,)  that  he  will  not  remove  any  part  of 
the  Estate  out  of  the  Province,  and  faithfully  account  for  the 
same. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

Wednesday,  May  1,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  a  Resolution  of  this  Congress,  of  the  22d 
of  April,  for  appointing  six  Brigadier-Generals  in  the  several 
Districts  of  this  Province,  be  rescinded.. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Howe  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  Potmds  for  his  extraordinary  expense 
while  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia ;  that  the  Treasurers,  or 
either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their 
accounts  with  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  Duncan  McNeill  be  discharged  from  fur- 
ther attendance  on  this  Congress,  he  first  entering  into  bond, 
with  security,  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  for  his 
appearance  at  a  future  Congress,  and  good  behaviour. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Henderson  pay  to  Mr.  James 
Jones  five  Pounds  fifteen  Shilhngs,  for  his  expenses  in  citing 
the  said  Henderson  to  ajjpear  at  Congress  on  the  Petition  of 
William  Alston. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Allen  Jones,  Esq.,  be  appoint- 
ed Vice-President  of  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Fenner  be  appointed  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  Continental  Troops 
raised  in  this  Province. 

Ordered,  That  a  Certificate  issue  accordingly. 

Mr.  John  Taylor  has  leave  of  absence. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  allowance  of  six  hundred  and 
sixty-six  Dollars,  and  two-third  parts  of  a  Dollar,  be  paid  to 
each  of  the  Delegates  who  were  appointed  in  September 
last  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress  in  behalf  of  this  Pro- 
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vince,  for  pne  year ;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of 
them,  draw  on  the  Continental  Treasury  for  the  same,  and 
be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  William  Hooper,  Joseph  Hcwes  and  John 
Penn,  Esquires,  be,  and  are  hereby,  appointed  Delegates, 
in  behalf  of  this  Province,  from  the  determination  of  the  pre- 
sent year  to  the  end  of' the  next  Congress  which  shall  be- 
held in  this  Province,  to  attend  the  General  Congress  at 
Philadelphia,  ox  such  other  place  as  may  be  appointed ;. 
and  they  are  hereby  invested  with  such  powei-s  as  may 
make  any  acts  done  by  them,  or  any  of  them,  or  consent 
given,  in  behalf  of  this  Province  (not  inconsistent  with  such 
instructions  as  may  be  given  by  this  Congress)  obligatory 
upon  every  inhabitant  thereof:  and  that  they  be  allowed  at 
the  rate  of  two  thousand  Dollars  each  for  performing  such 
services,  to  be  paid  by  the  publick  Treasurers,  or  either  of 
them,  who  are  empowered  to  draw  on  the  Continental  Trea- 
sury for  "the  same,  and  shall  be  allowed  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

Mr.  Sherrod  and  Mr.  Saunders  have  leave  of  absence. 

Resolved,  That  the  Vestrymen  legally  elected  in  each 
and  every  Parish  in  this  Province,  on  Easter  Monday  last, 
u])on  repeating  and  subscribing  the  Test  recommended  by 
the  last  Provincial  Congress,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  de- 
clared legal  Vestries,  and  may  proceed  to  Parochial  business 
accordingly ;  and  where  no  Vestries  were  then  elected,  the 
Freeholdei-s  in  such  Parishes  shall  meet  at  the  place  by  law 
appointed  for  the  election  of  Vestries,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
July  next,  and  then  and  there  choose  and  elect  a  Vestry, 
agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  for  ap- 
pointing Vestries,  and  the  Poll  shall  be  taken  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  County  Committee,  and  return  made  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Sheriff  empowered  and  directed  by  the  said 
Act ;  which  Vestrymen  so  elected  shall  qualify  themselves, 
by  repeating  and  subscribing  the  aforesaid  Test,  and  shall 
thereafter  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  legal  Vestry  of 
their  respective  Parishes,  and  invested  with  the  same  pow- 
ers and  authorities  as  if  elected  and  qualified  agreeable  to 
the  aforesaid  Act.  Provided,  that  where  any  Vestryman 
already  elected  for  the  present  year  has  taken  the  Oaths,  or 
subscribed  any  Tests  or  Declarations  heretofore  appointed, 
the  election  of  a  Vestry  in  such  Parish  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by declared  void,  and  a  new  election  shall  be  made  under  the 
regulations  aforesaid.  And  provided,  also,  that  no  Vestry 
shall  continue  longer  than  until  next  Easter  Monday  under 
any  election  made  on  last  Easter  Monday,  or  by  vii'tue  of 
this  resolve  ;  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Resolved,  That  Commissioners  be  appointed  in  the  Coun- 
ties of  Guilford,  Cumberland,  Anson,  Orange,  Bladen,  and 
Chatham,  to  take  inventories  of  the  Estates  of  the  Prison- 
ers lately  sent  out  of  this  Province,  and  of  those  who  are 
out  upon  parole  and  bail,  and  to  take  all  the  care  in  their 
power  to  prevent  waste  and  embezzlement,  and  to  make  re- 
turn thereof  to  next  Congress ;  but  at  the  same  time  to  pay 
particular  attention  to  the  unhappy  women  and  children,  to 
see  that  they  do  not  want  the  common  necessaries  of  life ; 
and  that  all  their  Estates  shall  remain  where  they  now  are, 
except  Arms  and  Ammunition,  under  the  protection  of  this 
Congress,  until  some  future  order ;  and  that  the  said  Com- 
missioners shall,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  endeavour 
to  get  into  their  possession  such  effects  as  have  been  taken 
from  the  said  Prisoners,  persons  on  parole,  and  out  on  bail, 
and  to  be  restored  to  the  respective  habitations  from  whence 
such  effects  were  taken,  and  return  inventories  thereof  to 
next  Congress  ;  and  that  the  following  pei-sons  be  Commis- 
sioners, viz:  Mr.  William  Bell,  Richardson  Owen,  and 
Francis  Harper,  for  Guilford  County;  Mr.  Thomas  Wade, 
John  Cole,  and  William  Mask,  for  Anson  County;  Mr.  Pe- 
ter Mallett,  William  Rand,  and  Robert  Cobb,  for  Cumber- 
land County;  Mr.  John  Butler  and  Mr.  William  Tate,  for 
Orange  County;  Mr.  James  Council  and  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Richardson,  for  Bladen  County;  Mr.  Jeduthun  Harper,  Mial 
Scurlock,  and  John  Thompson,  for  Chatham  County. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Commissioners  for  the  County  of 
Cumberland  dispose  of  the  Estate  of  Archibald  McArthur, 
deceased,  late  Insurgent  of  said  County,  for  six  months  credit, 
the  purchasers  giving  bond  widi  approved  security  for  the 
same ;  and  that  they  make  report  to  the  next  Congress. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  Mr.  James  Coor,  Mr.  TVilUam  Alston, 
Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  Lock,  Mr.  JVebb,  Mr.  PJifer,  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford, Mr.  John  Campbell,  Mr.  Bradford,  Mr.  Caswell, 
Mr.  Bcnlmry,  and  Mr.  G.  Hi7/,  be  a  Coniniittce  to  regulate 
•The  Militia. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  JZimi,  Mr.  Lock,  and  Mr.  Person, 
be  a  Committee  to  take  an  Inventory  of  the  Effects  of  the 
Tories,  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Long. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

ThursJay,  May  2,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  John  Simpson,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  the  County 
oi  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Hunter,  one  of  the  Delegates  for 
Chowan  County,  appijared,  subscribed  the  Test,  and  took 
their  seats  in  Congress. 

Mr.  Nathan  Boddie  has  leave  of  absence. 

Resolved,  That  Provisions  and  Ammunition  be  immediate- 
ly sent  from  this  place  to  General  Moore,  at  IVilmington, 
and  that  Colonel  Long  and  Mr.  Benjamin  McCulloch  be 
appointed  to  carry  this  order  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  several 
Battalions  issue  immediate  orders  to  their  several  Recruiting 
Officers  to  march  their  Recruits  as  fast  as  they  shall  inlist, 
and  be  properly  armed,  to  join  General  Moore,  at  Head- 
Quarters  ;  and  tiiat  they  march  under  the  command  of  such 
Officer  of  the  Company  as  can  be  best  spared ;  and  that 
the  Officers  and  Soldiei-s  belontrina;  to  the  Second  Batta- 
lion,  who  may  be  absent  on  furlough,  do  immediately  join 
their  Battalion,  and  march  to  join  General  Moore,  at  fVil- 
mington. 

Resolved,  That  ten  pieces  of  the  double-fortified  Six- 
pounders,  now  lying  at  Neivbern,  belonging  to  the  Province 
of  South-  Carolina,  and  also  any  Field-pieces  which  may 
be  there,  be  immediately  sent  off  to  General  Moore's  Head- 
Quarters,  on  Cape-Fear  River ;  and  that  Colonel  Long  and 
Mr.  Benjamin  McCulloch  be  appointed  to  see  the  same 
done. 

Resolved,  That  John  Webb,  Esq.,  be  added  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  procuring  Arms  in  Halifax  County,  and  that 
he  immediately  purchase  all  such  as  may  be  serviceable  to 
the  Army,  that  may  be  for  sale ;  and  that  Colonel  Ijong 
collect  all  the  Arms  which  may  have  been  taken  from  the 
Regulators  and  Tories,  and  hold  them  ready  to  be  delivered 
to  new  Recruits,  as  the  Officers  may  apply  for  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  iVcw- 
bem  cause  the  ten  pieces  of  Cannon,  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
Wilmington,  to  be  delivered  to  the  order  of  Colonel  Z<on§" 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  McCidloch,  and  also  any  Field-pieces 
which  may  be  there ;  and  that  the  Chairman  receive  from 
Colonel  Long,  or  his  order,  such  Provisions  as  he  may  have 
occasion  to  leave  at  Newbern,  till  further  orders. 

Ordered,  That  Robert  Goodloe,  Joseph  Shearing,  and 
Benjamin  Seawell,  be  added  to  the  Commissioners  appointed 
to  receive,  procure,  and  purchase,  Fire-Arms. 

Resolved,  That  the  Arms,  Camp-Kettles,  and  Camp- 
Equipage,  purchased  by  Mr.  Charles  Jacocks  for  this  Pro- 
vince, be  immediately  delivered  to  Lieutenant  Jacob  Pollock, 
of  Colonel  Thomas  Polk's  Regiment,  as  the  new-raised  Re- 
cruits are  under  marching  orders  to  join  General  Moore,  at 
Cape-Fear,  Mr.  Jacocks  taking  Lieutenant  fo/ZocAr'*  receipt 
for  the  same. 

Mr.  Charles  McLean  and  Mr.  James  Johnston,  two  of 
the  Members  from  Tryon  County,  appeared  and  took  their 
seats. 

Mr.  Thomas  Respiss  has  leave  of  absence. 

Pursa;uit  to  a  Resolve  of  this  Congress,  Mr.  President 
returned  Briy;adier  General  Howe  the  following  Thanks : 
"  Brigadier-General  Howe  : 

"  Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  the  Congress  to  return  you 
their  thanks  for  your  manly,  generous,  and  warlike  conduct 
in  these  uniiappy  times,  more  especially  for  tiie  reputation 
oUr  Troo{)s  acquired  under  your  command. 

'•  I  now,  with  infinite  pleasure  to  myself,  in  comphance 
with  that  command,  return  you  the  thanks  of  this  House 
for  the  important  services  rendered  by  you  to  the  common 
■cause;  and,  in  particular,  for  your  manly  and  officer-like 


exertions  during  the  whole  of  the  late  dangerous,  important, 
and  critical  campaign." 

To  which  the  Genera!  returned  the  following  Answer,  viz : 

"  Mr.  President  :  As  I  have  no  wish  so  ardent,  no 
ambition  so  strong,  as  that  of  serving  the  noble  cause  to 
which  I  have  devoted  myself,  how  hap])y  must  it  make  me 
when,  to  tlu;  pleasing  consciousness  of  having  endeavoured 
to  do  my  duty,  you  so  politely  add  the  approbation  of  my 
country.  It  is  a  heartfelt  and  honourable  testimony  that 
my  efforts  have  not  been  wholly  unsuccessful ;  and  my  feli- 
city upon  this  occasion  can  only  be  increased  by  considering 
that  I  have  this  publick  opportunity  of  expressing  the  obli- 
gations I  feel  to  be  due  to  those  oilieers  and  men  of  every 
corps  under  my  command,  whose  ready  acceptance  and 
spirited  execution  of  die  orders  issued,  have  obtained  me  the 
distinguishing  honoui-s  of  this  day.  Permit  me,  sir,  through 
you,  to  assure  the  honourable  Convention  that  I  have  the 
most  grateful  sense  of  their  favour,  and  that  I  conceive  the 
best  return  1  can  make  is,  with  zeal  and  activity,  to  pursue 
the  dictates  of  my  duty;  in  which  resolution  I  cannot  but 
persevere,  as  the  good  of  my  country  is  die  end  I  aim  at, 
and  its  aj)plause  the  consequence  and  reward  of  promoting 
it.  Accept,  sir,  my  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which  you 
have  so  obligingly  conveyed  tome  the  sense  of  your  honour- 
able House." 

Ordered,  That  James  Bumside,  now  on  parole  at  Hali- 
fax, be  discharged  from  the  same. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Friday,  May  3,  1776. 

The  Congress  met,  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  the  parole  oi Robert  Acheson,  Midshipman 
of  the  Syren,  now  within  the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Halifax, 
be  extended  five  miles  without  the  limits  of  the  same.  *» 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Alderson  be  apjiointed  Ensign 
in  Captain  Simon  Alderson' s  Company  of  the  Regulars  in 
this  Province,  in  the  room  of  James  McKinnie. 

Resolved,  That  Christopher  Lacky  be  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  in  Cajitain  John  Enloe's  Company  of  the  Fifth 

Regiment  in  this  Province,  in  the  room  of who 

refuses  to  act. 

Resolved,  That  the  Members  of  this  and  all  future  Con- 
gresses shall  be  allowed  ten  Shillings  per  day  for  their  attend- 
ance on  the  same,  and  their  ferriages  and  travelling  to  and 
returninjj  home  from  said  Congresses. 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  Pounds  be  granted  towards 
finishing  the  Fort  at  Hanging- Point,  on  Neuse  River,  and 
that  the  said  Fort  be  garrisoned  by  a  Captain  and  twenty- 
four  men. 

Resolved,  That  John  Daly  be  appointed  Captain  and 
Commantler  of  the  said  Fort. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Daly  be  appointed  Com- 
missary to  the  Troops  to  be  garrisoned  at  Hanging-Point. 

Resolved,  That  the  three  Southern  Independent  Compa- 
nies, ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  Province,  shall  consist  of  no 
more  Privates  than  sixty. 

Resolved,  That  Micajah  Little  be  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  ft  illiam  Brinkly's  Company  of  the 
Third  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  Christopher  Lakcy,  removed 
to  Captain  Enloe's  Company,  in  the  Fifth  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Long  be  requested  to  receive  his 
Excellency  General  Lee  at  the -line  of  this  Colony,  with  a 
proper  detachment  of  Troops,  and  escort  him  to  Halifax. 

Resolved,  That  the  Proceedings  of  the  Provincial  Coun- 
cil be  taken  under  consideration  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hancock  and  Mr.  Ho<ran  have  leave  of  absence. 

o 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  for  purchasing  Guns 
in  the  Counties  of  Orange  and  Granville,  be  empowered  to 
purchase  Drums  and  Fifes  for  the  Regiments  ordered  to  be 
raised. 

Resolved,  That  fifteen  hundred  Privates  of  the  Militia, 
under  proper  Officei-s,  be  immediately  drafted  from  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Edenton,  Newbern,  Halifax,  and  Wilmington,  in 
the  following  manner,  and  march  as  quick  as  possible  to 
Wilmington,  ou  Cape-Fear,  for  the  protection  of  this  Pro- 
vince, to  wit : 
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fVilmingion  District  incorporated  into  six  Companies : 
From  New-Hanover  sixty-three,  Onslow  sixty-three,  Dn})lln 
sixty-three,  Brunswick  sixty,  Bladen  sixty-three,  Cumber- 
land sixty-three. 

Newborn  District  into  seven  Companies :  From  Dohbs  one 
hundred  and  thirteen,  Craven  one  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
Johnston  fifty,  Pitt  filly,  Beaufort  twenty-five,  and  Hyde 
twenty-five,  in  one  Company. 

Edenton  District  into  seven  Companies:  From  Bertie 
fifty,  Martin  fifty,  Tyrrell  fifty,  Hertford  fifty,  Chowan  fifty, 
Perquimans  fifty,  Pasquotank  seventy-five. 

Halifax  District  into  seven  Companies:  From  Halifax 
one  iiundred,  Edgccomb  one  hundred,  Bute  one  hundred, 
Northampton  seventy-five. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Mihtia  shall  be  divided  into  two 
Battalions,  and  that  Thomas  Brown,  Colonel,  James  Arm- 
strong, Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  James  Moore,  (of  Dujilin,) 
Major,  be  appointed  to  command  that  part  of  the  Militia  to 
be  drafted  from  the  Distiict  of  Newbem  and  Wilmington; 
and  that  Philemon  Hawkins,  Jun.,  Colonel,  Peter  Dauge, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Drury  Gee,  Major,  be  appointed  to 
command  that  part  of  the  Militia  to  be  drafted  from  the 
District  of  Edenton  and  Halifax. 

Whereas  it  appears  from  a  paper  signed  by  Abraham 
Childers,  Cornet  in  the  First  Troop  of  Light-Horse  com- 
manded by  Captain  Dickerson,  that  he  had  taken  seven  new 
Rifle-guns,  with  their  moulds  and  wipere,  from  Arthur  Moore, 
of  the  County  of  Orange,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Army: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Abraham  Childers  has  acted 
without  authority,  and  with  violence,  evil  in  its  example, 
and  dangerous  to  the  security  of  private  property : 

Wherefore,  it  is  Ordered,  That  the  said  Captain  Dicker- 
son  be  required  to  bring  the  said  Abraham  Childers  before 
this  House  forthwith,  to  answer  for  the  said  misbehaviour ; 
*  and  that  the  said  Captain  Dickerson  cause  the  said  Guns  to 
be  restored  to  the  said  Arthur  Moore. 

Resolved,  That  the  vacancies  in  the  Second  Regiment 
of  Continental  Troops  raised  in  this  Province  be  filled  up, 
and  the  following  persons  appointed,  viz : 

James  Gee,  Captain,  in  the  room  of  Captain  Irivin  Toole, 
who  has  resigned,  and  that  he  rank  as  Fifth  Captain ;  John 
Heritage,  Captain,  in  the  room  of  Captain  Simon  Bright, 
resigned,  and  that  lie  rank  as  Sixth  Captain ;  Philip  Lowe, 
First  Lieutenant,  of  Captain  John  Heritage's  Company ; 
Joseph  Worth,  Robert  Femier,  Thomas  Standings,  James 
Martin,  Clement  Nash,  John  Ingles,  Second  Lieutenants ; 
John  Craddock,  Manlove  Tarrant,  Samuel  Smith,  and  Wil- 
liam Tocksey,  Ensigns  ;  John  Ingles  appointed  Adjutant  to 
the  Second  Regiment. 

Prisoners,  and  Places  of  Destination. 

Peter  Hay,  bail  five  hundred  Pounds ;  Robert  Gillis,  bail 
five  hundred  Pounds  ;  William  Gibbs,  enlarged,  and  to  give 
security  to  the  Committee  of  Onslow  County,  in  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  Pounds  ;  Conner  Dowd,  bail  one  thousand 
Pounds  ;  William  Bourke,  parole  to  Northampton ;  Darcy 

Fowler  to  Duplin,  Alexander  McLean  to  Granville, 

Frazier  to  Halifax,  Thomas  Collins  to  Halifax,  William 
Draper  to  Bertie,  William  Clarke  to  Nixonton,  John  Doak 
to  Orange,  with  leave  of  one  month  to  remove  his  effects 
from  Cumberland ;  Duncan  McNiell,  bail ;  Angus  Campbell, 
parole  in  Guilford,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  James 
Campbell,  with  leave  of  fourteen  days  to  remove  his  effects  ; 
Alexander  Stewart,  parole  to  Granville ;  James  Lowe  and 
Robert  Adams,  (who  shot  Captain  Dent,)  to  Halifax  Jail ; 
George  Micklewhn,  parole  in  Perquimans,  in  that  part  of 
said  County  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  with  leave  of 
fourteen  days  to  prepare  himself;  James  Hunter,  parole  in 
Bute ;  George  Mylne,  bail  two  thousand  Pounds. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  4,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Long  deliver  to  Mr.  Henry  Gif- 
fard,  a  certain  Horse  belonging  to  him,  which  Cudrick  Mc- 
Donald rode  to  Halifax,  with  a  Saddle  and  Bridle. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Ashe,  Mr.  Parmele,  Mr. 
Surges,  Mr.  Gee,  Mr.  Penn,  and  Mr.  Hooper,  be  added  to 
the  Committee  of  Inquiry. 


Ordered,  That  Robert  Adams,  a  Prisoner  now  in  Halifax 
Jail,  be  enlarged,  on  his  giving  security,  in  the  sum  of  fifty 
Pounds,  for  his  good  behaviour. 

Mr.  Solomon  Sheppard  has  leave  of  absence. 

Ordered,  That  Alexander  McLean  have  leave  to  take  hiy 
Horse,  Bridle,  and  Saddle,  now  in  the  possession  of  Colonel 
Long. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the 
better  regulation  of  the  Militia  of  this  Province,  reported  as 
follows : 

Having  weighed  and  duly  considered  the  critical  and  dan- 
gerous situation  we  are  in,  and  that  open  hostilities  are  com- 
menced against  us  at  one  and  the  same  time  by  our  impla- 
cable enemies  and  their  adherents,  at  every  place  assailable, 
are  of  opinion,  that  for  the  better  and  more  effectual  defence 
and  protection  of  the  Colony,  the  Militia  thereof  shall  be 
divided  into  six  Brigades,  viz :  one  in  each  District,  each 
Brigade  to  be  under  the  command  of  a  Brigadier-General. 

That  the  Militia  of  every  County  shall  consfst  of  all  the 
effective  men  from  sixteen  to  sixty  years  of  age,  and  shall  be 
formed  into  one  Regiment,  under  the  command  of  a  Colonel, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  two  Majors,  except  where  the  Con- 
gress have  or  may  appoint  two  or  more  Regiments  in  a 
County,  in  which  case  such  Regiment  shall  be  commanded 
agreeable  to  the  particular  appointment.  Every  Regiment 
shall  be  divided  into  Companies  of  not  less  than  fifty  rank 
and  file,  two  Sergeants,  two  Corporals,  one  Drummei',  and 
one  Fifer ;  each  Company  to  be  under  the  command  of  a 
Captain,  Lieutenant,  and  Ensign.  That  every  Company 
shall  be  divided  into  five  Divisions  ;  one  Division  to  consist  of 
all  the  more  aged  and  infirm  men  ;  the  other  four  Divisions 
shall  draw  lots  for  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  turns  to 
go  on  service,  and  shall  be  numbered  according  to  such  lots. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  arrangement  shall  imme- 
diately, upon  notice  hereof,"  be  made  in  every  County  in  this 
Colony  by  the  Field  and  Subaltern  Officers,  each  in  his 
respective  department.  That  every  Captain  immediately 
upon  such  arrangement,  (afterwards  every  six  months,)  shall 
return  a  Muster-Roll  of  his  Company  divided  into  Divisions, 
and  numbered  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Regiment,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  five  Pounds  for  every 
default ;  and  the  Commanding  Officers  of  each  Regiment 
shall  make  an  exact  Return  from  such  lists,  within  one  week 
after  he  shall  have  received  the  same,  to  the  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral of  the  District,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  fifty  Pounds  for 
every  default. 

That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  every  Regiment  shall, 
whenever  required  thereto  by  the  Brigadier-General  of  his 
District,  order  a  General  Muster  at  the  most  convenient 
place  in  his  Regiment,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  fifty  Pounds 
for  every  default,  provided  that  he  shall  not  call  them 
together  more  than  twice  in  one  year;  and  every  Captain 
shall  muster  and  train  his  Company,  divided  into  Divisions 
as  before  directed,  once  in  every  month  at  least,  and  oftener 
if  directed  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  under  pain  of  for- 
feiting forty  Shillings  for  every  default.  And  every  Soldier 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  attend  the  general  and  private 
musters,  shall  be  subject  to  such  penalties  and  forfeitures  as 
are  provided  by  the  Militia  laws  in  force  in  this  Province. 
That  the  Brigadier-Generals  respectively  shall  return  one 
exact  Muster-Roll  of  all  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  their 
respective  Brigades,  distinguished  into  their  proper  Compa- 
nies and  Divisions,  to  the  Executive  power  which  shall  be 
established,  once  every  year,  and  oftener  if  required,  under 
penalty  of  one  hundred  Pounds  for  every  default. 

Resolved,  That  the  Field-Officers  of  every  Regiment  be 
empowered  to  employ  one  or  more  Adjutant  or  Adjutants  to 
train  and  discipline  the  Men,  who  shall  attend  every  Ge- 
neral and  Private  Muster  for  tliat  purpose  ;  and  every  such 
Adjutant  shall  be  allowed  ten  Shillings  for  every  Muster  he 
shall  so  attend. 

Resolved,  That  each  Militia  Soldier  shall  be  furnished 
with  a  good  Gun,  Bayonet,  Cartouch-Box,  Shot-Bag  and 
Powder-Hom,  a  Cutlass  or  Tomahawk ;  and  where  any 
person  shall  appear  to  the  Field-Officers  not  possessed  of 
sufficient  property  to  afford  such  Anns  and  Accoutrements, 
the  same  shall  be  procured  at  the  publick  expense,  and  given 
to  such  person  upon  every  muster  day,  and  when  he  shall 
be  ordered  to  march ;  and  whenever  the  service  of  mus- 
tering or  marching  shall  be  concluded,  the  said  Arms  and 
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Accoutrements  shall  be  restored  to  the  Captain  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  by  him  carefully  preserved  for  future  occasions ; 
and  whenever  the  Militia  shall  be  called  into  actual  service, 
they  shall  be  allowed  as  follows,  viz :  one  Baggage  Wagon, 
or  two  Carts,  to  every  fifty  men ;  Anmiunition  Wagons  to 
•every  Brigade,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Brigadier-General ; 
the  same  rations  to  Men  and  Officers  as  allowed  to  the  Con- 
tinental Army,  to  be  supplied  by  Connnissaries  apjwinted  by 
the  Brigadiers,  which  said  Commissaries  shall  be  allowed 
Wagons,  or  Carts  in  proportion,  to  carry  the  Provisions ; 
one  Bell-Tent  to  every  Company ;  all  necessary  Intrench- 
ing Tools ;  six  Axes  to  every  Company ;  one  Baggage 
Wagon  for  the  Officers  of  every  Regiment ;  a  necessary 
number  of  Camp  Kettles.  And  the  pay  for  Officei-s  shall 
be  as  established  by  act  of  Assembly,  and  Soldiers  two 
Shillings  and  six  Pence  for  each  day  while  in  service. 

Resolved,  That  every  Brigadier-General  shall  be  allow- 
ed the  sum  of  four  Dollars  for  every  day  he  shall  be  in  actual 
service,  and  a  Wagon  for  Baggage  and  Stores ;  that  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  every  Regiment  shall  return  an 
account  of  all  expenses,  disbursements,  and  pay,  appertain- 
ing to  the  said  Regiment,  and  shalf  produce  as  vouchers  for 
such  account  the  accounts  rendered  on  oath  of  the  Captains 
of  the  respective  Companies,  and  other  persons  expending 
or  disbursing  for  said  Regiment. 

Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  ten  Light-Horsemen,  and 
no  more,  to  every  Regiment,  to  be  arrayed  in  one  or  more 
Companies  when  they  shall  have  joined  the  Brigade,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Brigadier-General. 

Resolved,  That  no  Officer  or  Soldier  in  the  Militia  ser- 
vice shall  be  tried  for  any  offijnce  against  the  Militia  Law  or 
the  Articles  of  War,  except  by  a  Court-Martial,  to  consist 
only  of  Militia  Officere. 

Resolved,  That  no  Brigade,  Regiment,  Company,  or  Divi- 
sion of  Militia,  shall  be  under  command  of  any  but  Militia 
Officers,  except  when  such  Militia  shall  be  ordered  by  the 
civil  power  to  join  the  Continental  Troops ;  in  which  case, 
the  Continental  Officer  of  equal,  and  the  Militia  Officer  of 
superior  denomination,  shall  command. 

Resolved,  That  such  Divisions  as  shall  at  any  time  be 
called  into  service,  shall  be  formed  into  Companies  of  fifty 
men  each,  with  a  proportional  number  of  Officers,  Sergeants, 
Corporals,  Fifers  and  Drummers,  and  all  the  Officers  of 
each  Regiment  shall  agree  among  diemselves  concerning 
which  shall  command  on  actual  service ;  but  if  they  cannot 
so  agree,  the  Commanding  Officer  shall  cause  lots  to  be 
drawn,  and  the  Officer  on  whom  such  lot  shall  ft^,  shall 
command  in  their  proper  rank  and  department. 

Resolved,  That  all  persons  (except  such  as  have  or  do 
bear  appointments  or  commissions  under  the  authority  of  the 
General  and  Provincial  Congresses,  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
Ministers  of  some  Church  regularly  called,  and  having  the 
cure  of  souls,  Overseers  of  Slaves  exceeding  five  taxables 
in  number,  Schoolmasters,  Millers,  and  Ferry-Keepers)  shall 
be  liable  to  be  drafted ;  and  all  persons  so  drafted  shall  be 
obliged  to  serve,  or  find  an  able-bodied  man  in  his  room, 
under  the  penalty  of  ten  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Militia  Laws  heretofore  in  force 
in  this  Colony,  and  not  repealed,  expired,  or  discontinued, 
shall  be  in  force  hereafter,  except  where  other  provision  is 
made  by  the  Resolves  of  this  Congress,  or  some  future  legis- 
lative authority. 

The  Congress  taking  the  said  Report  into  consideration, 
concurred  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  Brigades 
of  Halifax,  Edenton,  Neiobern,  and  IVilminglon,  be  ordered 
to  detach  from  their  respective  Brigades  the  number  of  men 
voted  by  this  Congress,  by  a  Resolve  of  the  2d  of  May  in- 
stant, to  reinforce  Brigadier-General  Moore  at  Cape-Fear, 
agreeable  to  the  said  Resolve,  and  the  Resolves  for  regulating 
the  Militia,  entered  into  this  day. 

Resolved,  That  John  Ashe,  Esquire,  be  appointed  Briga- 
dier-General of  the  Militia  for  the  District  of  Wilmington ; 
Allen  Jones,  Esquire,  for  the  District  of  Halifax ;  Edivard 
Vail,  Esquire,  for  the  District  of  Edenton ;  Griffith  Ruther- 
ford, Esquire,  for  the  District  of  Salisbury ;  Thomas  Person, 
Esquire,  for  the  District  of  i/i/Morouo-A;  and  William  Bryan, 
Esquire,  for  the  District  o[  Newbern. 

Resolved,  That  each'of  the  Brigadier-Generals  shall  take 
rank  in  their  respective  Districts. 


Resolved,  That  Thomas  Armstrong  be  appointed  First 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  John  Enloe's  Company  of  the  Ameri- 
can Army,  of  the  Fifth  Regiment,  in  the  room  of  George 
Sugg ;  and  John  Hodges,  Ensign,  in  the  room  of  Shudrach 
Wooten. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Monday,  May  fi,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Secret  Committee  laid  before  the  House  extracts  of 
a  Letter  fi«m  General  Moore,  and  an  Affidavit  respecting 
the  enemy's  situation. 

■  Ordered,  That  said  Committee  transmit  to  Major-Gene- 
ral  Lee  copies  of  said  Letter  and  Affidavit,  and  give  him  such 
further  accounts  of  the  number  of  Militia  ordered  by  this 
Congress  to  join  General  Moore,  and  tlie  time,  as  near  as ' 
they  can  ascertain,  of  their  junction. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  immediately  furnish  each  of 
the  Brigadier-Generals  with  a  copy  of  the  Resolves  of  this 
Congress  for  regulating  the  Militia,  and  that  the  Brigadier- 
General  shall  immediately  issue  orders  to  the  Commanders 
of  the  respective  Regiments  belonging  to  their  Brigades,  to 
cany  the  same  into  effect  w  ith  all  possible  expedition  ;  and 
that  the  Generals  of  the  Brigades  oi  Halifax,  Edenton,  New- 
bern, and  Wilmington,  hasten  by  every  possible  expedition 
the  march  of  the  reinforcements  ordered  to  join  General 
Moore.  And  that  Brigadier-General  Ashe  be  ordered  to 
take  command  of  the  said  reinforcements  upon  their  arrival 
in  his  District,  subject  to  the  pix)visions  of  the  Militia  Regu- 
lations entered  into  by  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  Brigadier-General  of  any  Brigade 
shall  at  any  time  refuse,  neglect,  or  delay,  to  obey  the  orders 
of  the  Congress,  or  any  power  by  them  appointed  to  array 
and  control  the  Militia,  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  by 
sentence  of  a  Court-Martial,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  five' 
hundred  Pounds,  to  the  use  of  this  Province,  to  be  disposed 
of  by  the  Congress  thereof;  and  shall  be  liable  to  such  fur^ 
ther  punishment  as  shall  be  adjudged  by  a  Court-Martial, 
such  sentence  of  further  punishment  to  be  suspended  until 
the  sense  of  the  Congress  shall  be  taken  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  Christopher  Lackey  be  reinstated  Second 
Lieutenant  in  Captain  JfVilliam  Brinkly's  Company  of  the 
American  Army  in  this  Province,  of  the  Third  Regiment ; 
and  Micajah  Little,  lately  appointed  in  Captain  Brinkly^s 
Company,  Second  Lieutenant  ih  Captain  John  Etiloe's  Com- 
pany of  the  American  Army,  in  the  Fifth  Regiment.       > 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Caswell,  Mr.  William, 
Johnston,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  Samuel  Ashe,  and  Mr.  Simpson, 
be  a  Committee  to  consider  the  claims  of  William  Kennan, 
Commissary  of  the  Troops  at  Cape-Fear ;  and  also  to  in- 
quire into  what  Provisions  have  been  purchased  on  the  pub- 
lick  account,  and  the  most  eligible  method  of  disposing 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  Isaac  Gregory  and  Abner  Harrison,  Es- 
quires, of  Pasquotank  County,  and  ffilliam  Ferreby,  of  Cur- 
ritiwk  County ,  or  any  two  of  them,  take  into  their  possession 
the  Plantation  or  Plantations  the  property  of  Thomas  Mac- 
knight,  and  also  of  James  Parker ;  and  the  same  hire  out 
for  the  most  that  can  be  got  for  them  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  that  they  take  care  of  all  utensils  thereon. 

On  the  Petition  of  Henry  Bcnnet  and  John  Foscue,  com- 
plaining that  they  have  been  long  imprisoned,  and  no  pro- 
bability of  any  witness  appearing  against  them. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  admitted  to  bail. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Caswell,  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  and  Mr. 
Coor,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  what  sum  of  money  will  be 
sufficient  to  carry  on  die  Military  Establishment  for  one  year, 
with  the  disbursements  necessarily  accruing  thereon,  and  re- 
port an  estimate  thereof  to  the  Congress. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  one  of  the  Members  for  Pasquotank 
Coimty,  appeared,  subscribed  the  Test,  and  took  his  seat  in 
Congress. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  most  practi- 
cable way  of  procuring  and  purifying  Sulphur,  &ic.,  reported 
as  follows : 

That  they  have  been  informed  there  is  a  large  quantity  of 
virgin  or  fossil  sulphur  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Little  River, 
ip  the  upper  part  of  Dobbs  County,  and  in  the  County  of 
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Bladen,  at  or  near  Peter  Lord's,  as  well  as  in  several  other 
places  in  the  Province  ;  also  that  there  is  a  large  quantity 
of  lead  ore  in  the  lower  ])art  of  Johnston  County,  at  or  near 
the  plantation  of  Captain  Nathan  Williams,  and  that  lead  may 
be  procured  at  ChiswelVs  Mines,  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia. 
Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  that  George  Miller, 
John  Sasser,  and  Benjamin  Exum,  of  Dobbs  County,  and 
Jam4:s  Council,  Thomas  Robitison,  and  Joseph  Cain,  o{  Bla- 
den County,  be  empowered  to  contract  with  persons  to  pro- 
cure and  purify,  at  the  publick  expense,  such  sulphur  as  may 
be  had  or  found  within  this  Province,  which  contract  to 
be  obligatory  on  the  Province ;  and  that  the  said  George 
Miller,  John  Sasser,  Benjamin  Emm,  James  Council,  Tho- 
mas Robinson,  and  Joseph  Cain,  or  any  three  of  them,  draw 
on  the  Treasurei-s,  or  either  of  them,  for  such  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  above  purposes,  so  that 
the  same  does  not  exceed  one  thousand  Pounds.  And  as 
lead  ore  cannot  be  procured  and  purified  as  soon  as  it  may 
be  wanted,  your  Committee  further  recommend  that  Hugh 
Montgomery  and  Matthew  Locke,  Esquires,  be  empowered 
to  treat  as  soon  as  possible  with  any  person  or  persons  in 
this  Province,  or  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  for  any  quantity  of 
lead,  not  exceeding  twenty  tons ;  and  having  so  contracted, 
to  provide  ways  and  means  for  the  transporting  the  same  to 
the  following  places,  to  wit :  Two  tons  to  Salisbury,  two 
tons  to  Hillsborough,  and  the  remainder  to  Johnston  Court- 
•  House ;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  be  em- 
powered to  draw  on  the  Continental  Treasury  for  such  sums 
of  money  as  may  be  necessary  for  purchasing  the  said  lead ; 
and  that  the  said  Hugh  Montgomery  and  Matthew  Locke  be 
allowed  a  reasonable  sum  for  their  trouble  and  expense,  to 
be  paid  by  the  publick. 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

It  appearing  to  the  Congress  that  Thomas  Jones,  Esquire, 
rendered  this  country  very  important  and  essential  services 
in  prosecuting  Suits  in  behalf  of  the  Crown  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Thomas  Jones,  Esquire,  be  al- 
lowed seventy-five  Pounds  for  prosecuting  divers  Criminals 
in  behalf  of  the  Crown,  at  three  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner, held  at  Edenton,  to  wit:  One  in  July,  1774,  one  in 
January,  1775,  and  another  in  July,  1775  ;  that  the  Treasu- 
rers, or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be  allowed 
in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  William  Amis  be  appointed  Commissary 
to  the  Third  Regiment  of  the  ^men'can  Army,  to  be  raised 
in  this  Province,  in  the  room  of  John  Webb,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  William  Johnston,  and 
Mr.  Simpson,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Civil  Accounts. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock.  

Tuesday,  May  7,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  the  Commanding  Officers  in  the  late  expedition 
against  the  Tories,  thought  proper,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ser- 
vice, to  cause  to  be  cut  down  and  destroyed  sundry  Bridges 
in  the  Counties  of  Duplin  and  Bladen,  and  it  appearing  to 
the  House  that  it  will  be  burdensome  to  the  inhabitants  of 
those  Counties  to  be  at  the  sole  expense  of  rebuilding  such 
Bridges ; 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  when  it  shall  appear  to  be 
necessary  and  expedient  to  rebuild  such  Bridges,  the  expense 
thereof  shall  be  paid  by  the  publick. 

Mr.  James  Williams  exhibited  his  Account  for  acting  as 
Attorney  for  the  Crown  at  five  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Termi- 
ner, held  in  this  Province,  from  the  10th  of  June,  1774,  to 
the  10th  oi  June,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Williams  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  for  prosecuting  in  behalf  of  the  Crown 
in  the  said  Courts  of  Oyer  and  Terminer ;  that  the  Treasu- 
rers, or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in 
their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ebenezcr  Folsome  be  allowed  one 
hundred  Pounds  for  his  vigilance,  and  the  important  services 
rendered  this  country  in  the  late  insurrection,  the  Congress 
considering  the  said  sum  not  as  an  adequate  reward  for  his 
spirit  and  activity,  but  as  a  mark  of  his  country's  confidence 
and  approbation ;  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
him  the  same. 


Resolved,  That  Mr.  Nash,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Ashe,  Mr. 
Whitmell  Hill,  and  Mr.  Coor,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  of 
ways  and  means  the  most  probable  to  prevent  the  desertion 
of  Slaves. 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  Light  Cavalry,  and  two 
hundred  Infantry,  be  ordered  immediately  to  Cross-Creek, 
to  be  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Folsome, 
until  further  orders. 

That  the  said  Horsemen  be  immediately  raised  from  the 
Militia  in  Cumberland,  and  the  adjacent  Counties,  who  will 
voluntarily  serve ;  and  the  Footmen  be  drafted  from  the  Bri- 
gades of  Salisbury  and  Hillsborough,  by  equal  proportions 
from  each  Regiment,  unless  a  sufficient  number  will  imme- 
diately enter  the  service  as  volunteers. 

Ordered,  That  two  sets  of  blank  Commissions  issue  for 
the  Companies  of  Light-Horse,  to  be  filled  up  by  Colonel 
Folsome. 

Resolved,  That  two  thousand  Pounds  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  Delegates  for  the  County  of  Bladen,  and  by 
them  paid  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Militia  of  said 
County,  now  in  service  of  tlie  Province,  in  part  of  their 
pay,  who  have  not  had  time  to  lay  their  Accounts  before  the 
publick  ;  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the 
same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick 
and  that  the  said  Delegates  give  bond  and  security  to  ac 
count  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  five  hundred  Pounds  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  Delegates  for  the  County  of  Duplin, 
and  by  them  paid  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  Militia 
of  said  County,  now  in  service  of  the  Province,  in  part  of 
their  wages  for  their  services  on  the  late  expedition  to  Cape- 
Fear  ;  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  the  same, 
and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts ;  and  that  the  said  Dele- 
gates give  bond  with  security  to  account  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  eight  hundred  and  fifty  weight  of  Pow- 
der be  sent  to  the  District  of  Salisbury,  to  the  care  of  the 
Brigadier-General  of  that  District. 

Resolved,  That  four  hundred  weight  of  Powder  be  sent 
to  the  District  of  Hillsborough,  to  the  care  of  the  Brigadier- 
General  of  that  District. 

Resolved,  That  the  Field-Officers  in  every  Battalion  of 
the  Continental  Troops  be  empowered  to  employ  an  Ar- 
mourer for  such  Battalion,  and  that  such  Armourer  be  allowed 
the  pay  of  one  Dollar  and  a  quarter  of  a  Dollar  per  day,  and 
one  ration. 

Resolved,  That  EbeTiezer  Folsome  be  appointed  Colonel 
of  the  Militia  in  the  County  of  Cumberland,  in  the  room  of 
Alexander  McAlister,  resigned  ;  David  Smith,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  ;  Philip  Alston,  First  Major ;  and  John  Annstrong, 
Second  Major,  in  the  same  County. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Webb,  and  Mr.  Penn,  be 
a  Committee  to  report  on  Mr.  Cooper's  Petition. 

Resolved,  That  William  Rand  take  into  his  possession, 
wherever  they  may  be  found,  all  the  Records  and  Papers 
belonging  and  appertaining  to  the  Clerk  and  Register's  Offi- 
ces in  the  County  of  Cumberland. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Long  deliver  to  William  Jones, 
who  lately  came  express  to  this  Congress,  one  of  the  Tory 
Hoi'ses  in  his  possession. 

Resolved,  That  the  Managers  of  the  Furnace  directed 
to  be  hired  in  Chatham  County,  or  purchased  in  Guilford 
County,  for  the  publick  use,  take  under  care  for  that  service 
the  whole  of  the  Negroes  lately  brought  by  order  of  the 
Congress  from  the  Counties  of  Pasquotank  and  Currituck, 
belonging  to  the  Estates  of  Thomas  Macknight,  James  Par- 
ker, and  Robert  Gilmore,  and  make  the  best  of  them  in  that 
employment  for  the  benefit  of  the  publick ;  and  that  the 
Commissioners  render  to  the  next  Congress  a  disposition  of 
such  Slaves,  with  an  account  of  expenditures,  upon  oath ;  and 
that  the  Commissioners  give  a  receipt  for  such  Negroes. 

Resolved,  That  William  Glover  be  appointed  Captain  in 
the  Sixth  Regiment  of  Foot,  of  the  ^me«c«n  Army,  to  be 
raised  in  this  Province,  in  the  room  of  Jesse  Saunders,  re- 
signed ;  and  John  Owens,  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  in  the  room  of 
William  Glover,  advanced ;  John  Hart,  Second  Lieutenant, 
in  the  room  of  Pleasant  Henderson,  resigned  ;  and  Kedar 
Parker  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Grant,  resigned  ;  all  of  the 
Sixth  Regiment,  in  Captain  William  Glover's  Company. 
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The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  8,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  according-  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  late  Paymasters  to  the  Troops 
in  this  Province  be  allowed  two  and  a  half"  per  cent,  on  all 
Moneys  received  and  paid  away  to  such  Troops,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  their  trouble  and  expenses. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Gijfard  be  appointed  Commissary 
to  the  Militia  to  be  stationed  at  Cross-Creek. 

Resolved,  That  Chapel  Gee  be  appointed  Commissary  to 
the  Militia  for  the  District  of  Halifax,  and  that  either  of  the 
Treasurers  pay  him  two  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to 
purchase  Provisions  for  the  present,  he  first  entering  into 
bond  to  account  for  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their 
accounts  with  tlie  publick. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Council,  Mr.  Rurlce,  Mr. 
Rutherford,  and  Mr.  Lock,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  Salt  taken  on  account  of  the  publick  at  Cross- 
Creek,  and  make  report. 

Resolved,  That  the  present  Paymaster  pay  up  all  back 
arrears  due  to  the  two  first  Regiments  in  this  Province. 

The  Committee  to  inquire  of  ways  and  means  the  most 
probable  to  prevent  the  desertion  of  Slaves,  reported  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

Your  Committee  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  expe- 
dient to  recommend  it  to  all  masters  and  owners  of  slaves, 
on  the  south  side  of  Cape-Fear  River,  to  remove  such  male 
slaves  as  are  capable  of  bearing  arms,  or  otherwise  assisting 
the  enemy,  into  the  country,  remote  from  the  sea ;  and  that 
the  commanding  officer  on  that  station  be  empowered  to 
remove  all  such  slaves  as  are  above  described  to  such  dis- 
tance as  he  shall  think  safe,  in  case  he  perceives  a  necessity 
for  such  movement,  and  tliat  the  recommendation  here  sug- 
gested should  not  be  properly  attended  to. 

The  Congress,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  con- 
curred therewith. 

The  Committee  for  taking  into  consideration  the  Petition 
of  H^ls  Cooper,  reported  as  follows : 

That  it  appears  to  them  that  the  said  Renjamin  Arundel 
is  indebted  to  the  Petitioner  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  (^Virginia  money,) 
balance  of  a  bond,  with  interest  from  the  22d  of  October, 
1774;  and  also  fifty-nine  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  two 
Pence,  like  money,  balance  of  an  account ;  that  the  said 
Renjamin  Arundel  has  absconded  from  this  Colony,  and 
left  some  property  in  the  County  of  Wake ;  that  the  Peti- 
tioner's prayer,  to  be  allowed  some  remedy  for  securing  the 
said  effects  from  being  removed  or  wasted,  is  reasonable ; 
and  your  Conmiittee  humbly  recommend  that  Trustees  be 
appointed  to  take  the  same  into  their  care,  that  they  may 
be  preserved  for  payment  of  the  Petitioner,  and  any  other 
creditors  of  the  said  Renjamin  Arundel,  who  shall  establish 
their  claims  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  by  any 
ordinance  in  this  Colony.  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  the 
said  Renjamin  Arundel  be  at  liberty  to  replevy  any  part  of 
his  estate,  so  seized  or  taken,  on  his  giving  bond  and  ap- 
proved security  to  Trustees  for  the  payment  of  all  debts 
that  shall  be  adjudged  against  him,  and  accruing  costs. 

The  House,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

Resolved,  That  Michael  Rogers  and  John  Hinton,  Jun., 
be  appointed  Trustees,  to  take  into  their  possession  the 
Estate  of  the  said  Renjamin  Arundel,  and  preserve  the  same 
till  further  orders  from  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Webb,  heretofore  appointed  to 
purchase  Arms  for  this  Province,  do  deliver  all  the  Arms, 
by  him  purchased,  to  Colonel  Jcihro  iSumner,  for  the  use  of 
the  Soldiers  of  the  Third  Regiment,  under  his  command  ; 
and  that  Mr.  Webb  take  Colonel  Sumner's  receipt  for  the 
same. 

Resolved,  That  Edward  Yarhrough  be  appointed  En- 
sign in  Captain  Jacob  Turner's  Company  of  Foot,  in  the 
American  Army,  of  the  Third  Regiment,  in  the  room  of 
Renjamin  Morgan,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
mto  the  hands  of  Willinm  Kennon,  Esquire,  Commissary  to 


the  First  Regiment,  two  thousand  Pounds,  that  he  enter 
into  bond,  with  security,  faithfully  to  account  for  the  same, 
and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that 
Colonel  Joseph  Taylor  was  allowed  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
two  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  for  tlie  services 
of  the  Granville  Regiment  of  Militia  ;  Colonel  Charles  Ea- 
ton, one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  Pounds  six  Shillings  and 
nine  Pence,  for  services  of  the  Granville  Light-Horse  ;  Ren- 
net Crafton,  twenty-three  Pounds  twelve  Shillings,  for  ser- 
vices as  Adjutant  of  the  Militia  in  Granville  County  ;  and 
Peter  Dauge,  eighty-four  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  six 
Pence,  for  bringing  up  Macknighi's  Negroes,  and  for  hand- 
cuffs. 

The  House,  considering  the  same,  concurred  therewith. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  9,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  one  of  the  Delegates  for  the  County 
o(  Johnston,  appeared,  subscribed  the  Test,  and  took  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that 
Philemon  Hawkins  was  allowed,  for  the  services  of  his  Re- 
giment of  Militia  on  the  late  Currituck  expedition,  and 
against  the  Insurgents,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  Pounds  two  Shillings  and  seven  Pence. 

The  House,  considering  the  same,  concurred  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Campbell,  Mr.  John  Cowper, 
Mr.  William  Johnston,  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  Mr.  George  Mil- 
ler, Mr.  Richard  Caswell,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  be  a 
Committee  to  examine  the  Invoices  and  Papers  laid  before 
this  House  by  Mr.  John  W.  Stanly,  and  make  report 
thereon. 

The  Committee  to  inquire  concerning  the  Salt  taken  on 
account  of  the  publick  at  Cross-Creek,  reported  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  having  considered  the  matter  referred  to 
tliem,  are  of  opinion  that  the  propiietors  ought  to  be  allowed 
six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence  for  each  bushel  of  the  Salt 
taken  at  Cross- Creek  on  the  publick  account ;  which  opinion 
is  humbly  submitted  to  the  Congress. 

The  House,  considering  the  same,  concurred  therewith. 

Resolved,  That  fifteen  hundred  Pounds  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  the  Delegates  for  the  County  of  Mecklenburgh, 
and  by  them  paid  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiei-s  of  the  Mili- 
tia of  said  County,  now  in  the  service  of  the  Province,  in 
part  of  their  pay,  who  have  not  had  time  to  lay  their  ac- 
counts before  the  publick ;  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of 
them,  pay  them  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick ;  and  that  the  said  Delegates  give  bond  and 
security  to  account  for  the  same. 

Abraham  Childers  was  brought  before  this  Congress,  pur- 
suant to  a  former  order,  who  was  examined  and  discharged. 

Resolved,  That  Arthur  Moore,  of  Orange  County,  be 
allowed  fifty-six  Pounds  for  seven  Rifle-Guns  which  Cornet 
Abraham  Childers  purchased  of  him  for  the  use  of  the  Light- 
Dragoons,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Dickerson ;  that 
the  Treasurers,  or. either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and 
be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  James  McKinnie  be  reinstated  Ensign  in 
Simon  Alderson's  Company,  in  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  the 
American  Army,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Alderson,  lately 
appointed  by  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Caswell,  Mr.  -Thomas  Jones,  Mr. 
Rurke,  Mr.  Lock,  and  Mr.  Rutherford,  be  a  Committee  to 
prepare  and  bring  in  a  plan  for  the  more  conveniently  pay- 
ing the  Militia  who  have  or  may  serve  in  this  Colony,  and 
for  adjudging  and  paying  all  expenses  incident  to  the  Mili- 
tia, when  in  actual  service. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  Proceedings  of  the  late  Provincial 
Council ;  to  meet  at  the  Court-House  as  soon  as  this  House 
rises,  and  that  such  Members  attend  as  can  conveniently. 

Resolved,  That  an  Artillery  Company,  to  consist  of  fifty 
men,  (Officers  excluded,)  be  raised  in  this  Province,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  John  Vance,  and  ordered  imme- 
diately to  join  General  Moore ;  and  that  James  Rradly  be 
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appointed  Firet  Lieutenant,  John  Allen  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  John  Kingsbcrry  Ensign  ;  and  tliat  the  Ofticere  and  Pri- 
vates of  that  Company  be  allowed  the  same  pay  as  allowed 
in  tiie  Artillery  service  on  the  Continental  establishment ; 
and  also  the  same  allowance,  bounty,  and  advance,  as  other 
Troops  raised  in  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Allen  Jones  and  Thomas  Jones,  Es- 
quires, two  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Congress,  be  appointed 
to  attend  the  Convention  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  for  the 
purpose  of  recommending  to  them  the  expediency  of  fitting 
out  two  Armed  Vessels  at  the  expense  of  that  Colony,  to 
act  in  conjunction  with  the  Armed  Vessels  already  fitted 
out  by  this  Colony,  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  at  Ocra- 
cokc ;  and  that  they  bo  allowed  thirty  Shillings  per  day 
while  on  that  service  ;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of 
them,  advance  forty  Pounds  to  each,  to  be  afterwards  ac- 
counted for. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Boyd,  be  a  Conmiittee  to  inquire  into  the  proofs 
of  the  necessity  of  placing  the  Estate  oi Robert  Mur den  into 
the  hands  of  Conmiissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  his 
creditois,  (the  said  Robert  Murden  being  said  to  have  ab- 
sconded this  Colony,  and  joined  Lord  Dunmore,)  and  make 
report  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  Pounds, 
including  one  hundred  thousand  Pounds  already  voted,  be 
emitted  in  Paper  Bills  of  Credit,  for  the  pui-pose  of  defray- 
ing all  the  expenses  of  armaments,  bounties,  and  other  con- 
tingencies, that  shall  occur  in  this  Colony  during  the  recess 
of  the  Congress ;  and  that  the  Bills  for  the  additional  four 
hundred  thousand  Pounds  be  of  the  following  denominations, 
viz: 

.5,000  Bills,  of  20  Dollars  each,  -  -  -  $  100,000 
5,000  Bills,  of  15  Dollars  each,  -  -  -  75,000 
10,000  Bills,  of  5  Dollars  each,  -  -  -  50,000 
20,000  Bills,  of  10  Dollars  each,  -  -  -  200,000 
20,000  Bills,  of  8  DoUai-s  each,  -  -  -  160,000 
20,000  Bills,  of  6  Dollars  each,  -  -  -  120,000 
20,000  Bills,  of  4  Dollars  each,  -  -  -  80,000 
20,000  Bills,  of  3  Dollars  each,  -  -  -  60,000 
20,000  Bills,  of  2  Dollai-s  each,  -  -  -  40,000 
40,000  Bills,  of  1  Dollar  each,  -  -  -  40,000 
80,000  Bills,  of  1-2  Dollar  each,  -  -  -  40,000 
•  80,000  Bills,  of  1-4  Dollar  each,  -  -  -  20,000 
80,000  Bills,  of  1-8  Dollar  each,  -  -  -  10,000 
80,000  Bills,ofl-16  Dollar  each,      -     -     -  5,000 


500,000  Bills. 


$1,000,000 
£400,000 


Resolved,  That  this  Province  be  pledged  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  by  a  Poll  Tax,  to  commence 
in  the  year  1780,  and  continue  for  twenty  years  afterwards, 
unless  otherwise  provided  by  some  future  Congress,  or  com- 
petent power  in  this  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  attempt 
to  depreciate  the  said  Bills  of  Credit,  by  refusing  to  receive 
the  same  in  payment  of  any  debt  or  contract,  or  by  speak- 
ing or  writing  with  intention  to  lessen  their  credit  and  cur- 
rency, shall  be  considered  as  inimical  to  America ;  and  that 
any  person  or  persons  who  shall  counterfeit,  alter,  or  deface, 
or  directly  or  indirectly  utter,  pass,  pay,  or  circulate,  any 
Bill  or  Bills,  counterfeited,  altered,  or  defaced,  knowing  the 
same  to  be  so,  shall  be  liable  to  such  proceedings  and  })enal- 
ties  as  are  provided  by  a  Resolve  of  the  Congress,  held  at 
Hilhhoroitgh  on  the  21st  day  q(  August,  1775,  for  prevent- 
ing the  like  abuse  with  relation  to  Bills  of  Credit  emitted  by 
the  said  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Benbury,  John  Kinchen,  John 
Johnston,  and  Memucan  Hunt,  Esquires,  or  the  survivor  or 
survivors  of  them,  be  Commissioners  for  employing  proper 
persons  to  engrave  the  Plates  for  the  said  Bills,  under 
the  same  regulations  as  are  directed  by  a  Resolve  of  this 
Congress,  passed  on  the  22d  of  April  last ;  and  that  Wil- 
liam Haywood,  John  Webb,  William  Williams,  and  David 
Sumner,  Esc[uires,  be  Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  sign- 
ing tlie  said  Bills  of  Credit,  under  the  like  regulations  as 
provided  by  the  Resolve  aforesaid. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine 
o'clock. 


Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjoumment. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  John  Chace  be  allowed  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  thirty  Pounds,  for  Gun[)owder  received  from 
him  by  the  Committee  of  Perquimans  County ;  that  the 
Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be 
allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executors  or  Adniinistratoi-s  oi  Joseph 
Montfort,  Esq.,  deceased,  late  Treasurer,  be  directed  to 
appear  at  the  sitting  of  the  next  Congress,  to  adjust  and 
settle  his  account  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Malay,  Colin  Campbell,  and 
James  McEachen,  be  allowed  six  Pounds  each,  for  their 
attendance  as  evidences  at  this  Congress  against  sundry 
persons  suspected  of  being  inimical  to  the  rights  of  Ame- 
rica. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Congress  that  the  Militia 
service  will  be  greatly  delayed  in  the  County  of  Pasquo- 
tank, unless  advance  money  be  paid  to  such  as  are  induced 
into  the  Army,  arising  from  the  necessity  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  County  were  under  in  the  purchase  of  Corn  and 
other  provisions,  the  same  being  almost  totally  destroyed  by 
a  storm  on  the  2d  day  of  September  last.  The  notoriety  of 
which  this  Congress  being  sensible  of, 

Do  Resolve,  That  the  sum  of  forty  Shillings  be  advanced 
to  each  of  the  Militia  of  Pasquotank,  who  shall  either  enter 
the  service  as  volunteers,  or  are  drafted,  to  reinforce  the 
Ariny  under  the  General  Officer  of  the  Colony ;  and  that 
the  Treasurer  pay  to  the  Delegates  of  the  said  County  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  to  be  delivered  to 
Colonel  Peter  Dauge,  to  be  advanced  to  the  Soldiers  now 
to  be  raised,  who  shall,  on  the  receipt  thereof,  give  bond 
with  good  security  for  the  due  application  of  the  said  money, 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  this  Resolution. 

Resolved,  That  no  Officer  or  Soldier  of  the  Militia  or 
Regulare  in  this  Colony  shall  press  any  Wagon  or  Wagons, 
Horse  or  Horses,  Arms,  or  other  things,  of  any  nature  w  hat- 
soever,  unless  authorized  thereto  by  Warrants,  under  the 
hands  and  seals  of  two  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Town  or  County  where  such  press  shall  be  neces- 
sary, which  Committee  Members  shall  not  be  themselves 
Officers  ;  and  every  Officer  or  Soldier,  before  be  shall  pre- 
sume to  press  anything  as  before-mentioned,  shall  demand 
the  same  peaceably  from  the  owner  or  possessor  thereof, 
and  in  case  of  refusal,  shall  produce  the  warrant  aforesaid 
before  he  proceeds  to  press.  Arid  every  Officer  or  Soldier 
who  shall  offend  against  this  resolve,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
ten  Pounds  for  every  such  ofiijnce  to  the  pei-son  injured, 
and  be  moreover  liable  to  the  action  or  actions  of  the  party 
grieved,  to  be  recovered  before  any  jurisdiction  which  shall 
have  cognizance  thereof;  and  every  Horse,  Wagon,  or 
thing,  so  pressed,  shall  be  valued  by  three  indifferent  per- 
sons, upon  oath,  and  certificate  thereof  given  by  such  valuers 
to  the  owner  or  possessor  from  whom  the  same  shall  be 
pressed,  in  order  that  if  the  same  shall  not  be  restored  to 
such  owner  or  possessor,  he  may  be  allowed  the  valuation 
by  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Resolve  be  published  in  all 
the  Gazettes  of  this  Province  for  three  months. 

Resolved,  That  Nathaniel  Rochester,  Elsquire,  be  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Commissarj'-General  of  Military  and  other 
Stores  in  this  Colony  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army, 
and  that  he  be  allowed  the  same  allowance  as  provided  by 
the  Continental  Congress  for  such  officer,  and  that  he  give 
security  in  ten  thousand  Pounds,  for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

Resolved,  That  John  Pendkton  take  into  his  possession 
a  certain  Negro  Girl  called  Nan,  he  having  suggested  to 
this  Congress  that  Mr.  Tliomas  Macknight,  who  hath  ab- 
sconded this  Colony,  had  only  a  property  to  one-half  of  the 
said  Negro,  and  that  the  property  to  the  other  half  is  in  the 
said  John  Pendleton,  upon  his  entering  into  bond,  with  good 
security,  to  his  Honour  the  President,  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  Pounds,  conditioned  to  be  answerable  for 
the  value  of  said  Negro  and  her  yearly  hire,  when  hereafter 
demanded,  and  make  his  title  to  the  said  one-half  of  said 
Ne"ro  appear,  before  such  judicature  as  may  hereafter  be 
appointed  to  determine  all  such  cases. 

Resolved,  That  JViUiam  Heath  be  allowed  twelve  Pounds 
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for  a  Horse  pressed  from  him,  and  delivered  to  Captain 
Nathaniel  Keats,  of  the  Second  Regiment ;  that  tlie  Trea- 
surers, or  either  of  them,  pay  liim  the  sajiie,  and  be  allowed 
in  their  accounts  witii  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  for  employing  Artifi- 
cers to  strike  five  hundred  thousand  Pounds  in  Bills  of 
Credit,  be  empowered  to  apply  to  the  Delegates  of  this 
Colony,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  Continental  Congress,  to 
purchase  paper  for  the  Bills  of  Credit  voted  by  this  Con- 
gress to  be  emitted,  to  send  the  same  to  this  Colony  with  all 
possible  expedition  ;  and  that  they,  or  either  of  them,  apply 
to  the  Continental  Treasury  for  the  money  necessary  for 
such  purpose,  for  and  on  account  of  this  Colony  ;  and  that 
the  said  Commissioners  be  also  empowered  to  purchase  any 
Paper  or  otlier  materials  necessary  for  such  emission  in  this 
or  the  adjacent  Colonies,  and  that  they  be  allowed  all  ex- 
penditures in  this  behalf  made,  to  be  paid  by  the  Treasurei-s, 
or  either  of  them,  on  being  allowed  by  such  power  as  shall 
be  appointed  in  the  recess  of  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Deputy  Commissary-General  of  Mili- 
tary and  other  Stores,  deliver  out,  in  equal  proportions,  all 
the  Osnaburghs,  Dutch  Stripes,  Romals,  Check,  &tc.,  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Troops  raised  in  this 
Province,  to  the  Colonels  of  the  respective  Regiments, 
taking  their  receipts  for  the  same. 

The  Committee  apjxiinted  to  examine  the  Invoices  and 
Papers  laid  before  the  House  by  Mr.  John  W.  Stanly,  re- 
port that  they  have  examined  the  said  Invoices  and  Papers, 
whereby  it  appears  to  your  Committee  that  Mr.  Stanly  hath 
charged  the  publick  twenty  per  cent,  on  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty  Pounds  three  Siiillings  and  seven  Pence, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  tliirty-two  Pounds,  for  risk 
and  trouble  on  the  importation  of  sundry  Goods  and  Mer- 
chandises in  the  said  Invoices  mentioned,  when  in  fact  the 
risk  was  Messieurs  Isaac  Vanbibber  and  Company's,  and  a 
commission  charged  by  Mr.  Stanly  to  them  for  sales  of  the 
said  goods ;  and  the  allowance  of  twenty  per  cent,  by  the 
Congress  was  intended  to  be  made  to  the  adventurer,  and 
of  coui-se  ought  to  go  to  the  credit  of  Vanbibber  8f  Co., 
which,  when  so  applied,  and  a  proper  state  of  the  accounts 
between  Mr.  Stanly  and  Messieurs  Vanbibber  ^  Co.  is  ad- 
verted to,  it  will  be  found  that  a  balance  of  forty-three 
Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  seven  Pence  is  due  from  Mr. 
Stanly  to  Messieurs  Vanbibber  ^  Co.,  after  the  sum  express- 
ed in  a  note  passed  by  Mr.  McKim  to  Mr.  Stanly  is  deduct- 
ed, and  that  he  ought  in  justice  to  pay  them  the  same. 
The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration. 
Resolved,  That  the  said  Report  be  concurred  with,  and 
that  Mr.  Javnes  Green,  in  whose  hands  the  said  Note  was 
lodged,  deliver  up  the  same  to  Mr.  McKim. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eight 
o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  11,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Militia  now  to  be  drafted  from  the 
Districts  of  Halifax,  Edenton,  Newbern,  and  Wilmington, 
shall  not  be  obliged  to  serve  longer  than  tliree  months  from 
the  time  of  their  inlistment. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Feter  Dague  be  appointed  Colonel, 
Drury  Gee,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  James  Hogan,  First  Major, 
and  George  Wynn,  Second  Major,  to  command  that  part  of 
the  Militia  to  be  drafted  from  the  District  of  Edenton  and 
Halifax ;  and  that  John  Tillman  be  appointed  Second  Ma- 
jor of  the  Militia  to  be  drafted  from  the  Districts  of  Newbern 
and  Jfilmington. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  John  McLeoud,  who  was 
brought  to  this  Congress  on  suspicion  of  his  having  acted 
inimical  to  the  rights  of  America,  be  discharged  from  his 
further  attendance. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President,  Messieurs  John  Green, 
and  David  Rarron,  and  all  other  persons,  deliver  the  Stores 
in  their  possession,  belonging  to  tliis  Province,  to  the  Deputy 
Commissary-General  of  Military  and  other  Stores,  taking 
his  receipt  for  the  same. 

^Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay 
Nathaniel  Rochester,  Esquire,  Deputy-Commissary,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  hire 


Wagons,  &tc.,  to  remove  the  Stores,  and  that  they  be  allow- 
ed the  same  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Ordered,  That  Angus  CampbeWs  Parole  to  Cumberland 
be  enlarged  for  one  month,  before  he  goes  to  Granville. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Robert  Rowan,  and  Mr.  Peter  Mal- 
lett,  be  directed  to  deliver  the  remaining  part  of  the  three 
thousand  five  hundred  bushels  of  Salt,  contracted  for  at 
Cross-Creek  by  the  diflerent  Counties,  to  the  diflerent 
Trustees  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  Treasurers,  the  Paymaster, 
and  the  Commissary  of  Stores,  be  furnished  with  a  Blank- 
Book,  of  those  imported  \n\Q  Halifax  by  the  late  Govemour 
Martin. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  President,  Mr.  Caswell,  Mr.  Willie 
Jones,  Mr.  Alexander  Telfair,  and  Mr.  Archibald  Hamil- 
ton, be  ap|X)inted  a  Committee  to  state  tiie  Accounts  of 
this  Province  with  the  United  Colonies  for  the  expenditures 
since  the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  Great  Rri- 
tain  and  the  Colonies,  and  to  transmit  the  same,  certified 
under  their  hands,  or  the  hands  of  a  majority  of  them,  to  the 
Continental  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Henry  Gt^artZ,  Commissary  of  the  Mili- 
tia to  be  stationed  at  Cross-Creek,  enter  into  bond,  in  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
that  oflice,  and  to  account  for  all  such  Moneys  that  shall 
come  to  his  hands ;  and  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of 
them,  pay  him  two  hundred  Pounds,  and  be  allowed  in  their 
accounts  with  the  publick. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Congress  that  the  conduct  of 
Felix  Kenan,  Sheriff  oi  Duplin  County,  hath  been  inimical 
to  the  liberties  o(  America,  and  thereby  rendered  himself 
tiTjly  unworthy  to  execute  any  longer  the  trust  and  confi- 
dence reposed  in  him  by  his  appointment  as  Sheriff;  and 
whereas  the  said  Felix  hath  received  considerable  sums  of 
publick  money,  and  hath  not  accounted  for  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Felix  Kenan  be,  and  here!)y 
is,  suspended  from  the  office  of  Sheriff  of  the  said  County 
of  Duplin. 

Resolved  further,  That  the  said  Felix  Kenan  do,  within 
one  month  after  the  passing  hereof,  return  an  exact  account, 
on  oath,  of  all  such  publick  Moneys  as  he  shall  have  collect- 
ed from  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  County,  and  pay  the 
same  into  the  hands  of  the  publick  Treasurer  of  the  South- 
em  District  of  this  Province. 

Jesse  Goodwin,  a  Soldier  in  the  service  of  this  Colony, 
having  been  dangerously  wounded,  and  rendered  incapable 
for  some  time  to  come  to  get  a  subsistence  by  his  labour. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  to 
the  said  Jesse  Goodwin  the  sum  of  twenty-eight  Pounds, 
and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Read  the  Petition  of  Mr.  Joseph  Jones,  Joshua  Campbell, 
James  Ferebee,  and  William  Burges,  of  Pasquotank  Coun- 
ty, praying  relief,  Sic. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  AUen  Jones,  Mr.  John  Cowper,  Mr. 
Thomas  Burke,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Jones,  be  appointed  a 
Committee  to  consider,  hear  testimony,  and  make  report  of 
and  concerning  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  above  Petition. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  John  Bradford,  Mr.  Willis  Alston, 
Mr.  Benjamin  McCulloch,  and  Mr.  Green  Hill,  be  appoint- 
ed Conmiissioners  for  signing  the  Bills  of  Credit,  directed 
by  this  Congress  to  be  emitted,  in  addition  to  those  hereto- 
fore a]3pointed  :  and  that  they  be  under  the  same  rules  and 
regulations  for  their  conduct,  and  entitled  to  the  same  al- 
lowance, as  the  Commissioners  formerly  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissaiy  of  Stores  deliver  out  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Armed  Vessels  belonging  to  this 
Province,  in  the  Districts  of  Edenton,  Newbern,  and  Wil- 
mington, such  Stores  as  the  said  Commissioners  shall  apply 
for,  necessary  for  fitting  the  said  Vessels  ;  and  also  six  bolts  of 
Osnaburghs,  and  thirty-six  pieces  of  Checks  or  striped  Linen, 
for  clothing  the  Seamen  belonging  to  the  said  Vessels. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  be  empowered 
to  purchase  coarse  Linens,  and  other  necessary  clothing 
for  the  Army ;  and  tliat  he  be  allowed  and  paid  for  the 
same,  with  all  necessary  expenses,  by  the  Treasurers,  or 
either  of  them,  when  passed  by  the  Executive  power  of 
Government. 

Whereas  it  appears,  by  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
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Accounts,  that  there  is  at  this  time  in  the  hands  of  Matthew 
Ijocke,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
ei'dity-six  Pounds  thirteen  Shilhngs  and  nine  Pence  half- 
Penny,  belonging  to  the  publick : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  Matthetv  Locke 
do  pay  unto  such  of  the  Soldiers  who  inlistcd  with  Colonel 
Alexander  Martin,  in  the  Second  Regiment,  and  who  actu- 
ally served  the  full  time  of  their  inlistnient,  or  at  least  six 
months  thereof,  and  now  discharged,  the  sum  of  forty  Shil- 
lings each,  as  a  bounty,  the  same  never  having  been  paid 
them  ;  and  that  Mr.  Locke  also  pay  oft'  all  arrears  to  those 
Soldiers,  and  who  are  now  in  the  Counties  o{ Rowan,  Surry, 
■  Guilford,  and  Anson;  and  that  the  Soldiers  now  in  actual 
service  with  Colonel  Martin,  at  Cape-Fear,  be  paid  their 
bounty  money  and  arrears  by  the  Paymaster-General,  and 
the  balance  remaining  be  paid  by  the  said  Matthetv  Locke 
to  the  Militia  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  Rowan  County. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  The  House  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  a  tem- 
porary Civil  Constitution. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  accordingly,  and  chose  John  Campbell,  Esquire, 
Chairman  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  came  to  sun- 
dry Resolutions. 

Then,  on  motion,  Mr.  President  resumed  the  Chair,  and 
Mr.  Chairman  reported  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  choose  by  ballot  one  per- 
son, and  each  District  two  persons,  who  shall  serve  as  a 
Council  of  Safety  for  this  Colony  from  the  end  of  this  session 
until  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress  ;  and  that  no  person 
holding  any  Military  office,  from  which  he  receives  or  ex- 
pects profit,  nor  any  person  holding  a  lucrative  office  under 
any  Military  Conmianders  in  particular,  or  the  Army  in 
general,  shall  be  capable  to  act  as  a  member  of  the  said 
Couneil,  Officers  and  Commanders  of  the  Militia  only  ex- 
cepted. 

Resolved,  That  from  the  end  of  this  present  session,  for 
and  during  the  time  aforesaid,  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  vested  with  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  do  and  execute  all  acts  and  things  necessary  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  the  people  erf  this  Colony ; 
provided  that  their  power  shall  not  extend  to  alter,  suspend, 
or  abrogate  any  Resolution  of  this  or  any  former  Congress, 
or  to  emit  any  Bills  of  Credit,  or  levy  any  Taxes  on  the 
people,  or  impose  any  Duties  or  Imposts  on  Goods  or  Mer- 
chandise to  be  imported  or  exported,  or  give  orders  to 
draw  on  the  Continental  Treasury,  or  to  erect  any  Office 
or  Offices,  Courts  or  jurisdictions,  or  to  try,  adjudge,  or 
condemn,  any  person  or  persons,  for  any  offence,  civil  or 
criminal,  except  where  expressly  permitted  by  resolve  of 
this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  prevent  the  said  Council  of  Safety  from 
examining  and  committing  any  person  or  persons  who  may 
be  accused,  on  oath,  of  practices  inimical  to  America,  or  to 
restrain  any  person  or  persons  from  departing  this  Colony 
by  sea. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Council  of  Safety  be  empower- 
ed to  direct  the  Treasurers  of  this  Colony,  on  any  urgent 
exigency,  to  draw  on  the  Continental  Treasury,  on  the  ac- 
count and  credit  of  this  Colony,  for  any  sums  not  exceeding 
thirty  thousand  Pounds  in  the  whole. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  establish  Courts  of  Admiralty  at  the  Ports 
of  Edenton,  Bath,  Newbem,  and  Wilmington,  and  to  ap- 
point a  Judge  at  each  of  the  said  Ports,  to  sit,  hear,  and 
determine  all  maritime  matters  cognizable  in  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty ;  and  to  authorize  and  empower  the  Judges  so  to  be 
appointed  to  nominate  and  appoint  one  Register  and  one 
Marshal  at  each  of  the  said  Ports,  and  all  other  officers 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the 
determinations  and  decrees  of  the  said  Courts;  and  that  all 
the  proceedings,  determinations,  and  decrees  of  the  said 
Courts  of  Admiralty  shall  be  consonant  and  agreeable  to 
the  Rules  and  Regulations  laid  down  by  the  Continental 
Congress ;  and  that  the  Judges,  and  other  Officers  of  said 
Courts,  shall  take  such  Fees  only  as  are  directed  to  be  taken 
by  the  laws  of  this  Province ;  and  that  each  and  every  Jury- 
man attending  the  said  Courts  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
allowances  as  directed  by  the  last  Jury  law. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  have  full  power 


and  authority  to  nominate  and  appoint  Commissioners  at 
each  of  tlie  Ports  of  Currituck,  Roanoke,  Bath,  Beaufort, 
and  Brunswick,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Bonds  and  grant- 
ing Certificates  to  Masters  of  Vessels  about  to  depart  the 
said  Ports,  in  order  that  the  Rules  and  Regulations  pre- 
scribed by  the  Continental  and  this  Congress  may  be  fully 
observed  and  carried  into  execution. 

Resolved,  That  the  Qualification  and  Test  taken  by  the- 
Congress  shall  also  be  taken  by  the  Members  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  before  they  be  allowed  to  act. 

Resolved,  That  the  Provincial  Council,  and  tlie  Com- 
mittees of  Safety  for  each  District,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
dissolved. 

Resolved,  That  all  matters  heretofore  had  or  taken  cogni- 
zance of  by  the  late  Provincial  Council,  or  the  several  late 
Conmiittees  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  and  undetermined, 
with  all  the  proceedings  thereon,  shall  be  laid  before,  and 
taken  cognizance  of,  by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  shall  sit  from  day 
to  day,  at  such  convenient  place  or  places  as  they  may  think 
prudent  and  proper,  for  the  transaction  of  business ;  and  shall 
receive,  for  each  day's  travelling  and  attendance,  the  sum 
of  twenty  Shillings,  Proclamation  money,  and  be  paid  the 
necessary  feniages. 

The  House,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

Whereas,  a  number  of  Claims  against  this  Province,  for 
services  done, and  performed  against  the  Highlanders  and 
Regulators,  in  consequence  of  their  late  insurrection,  remain 
unsettled, 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  empowered  to 
adjust,  settle,  and  allow  the  same,  and  all  other  matters 
relating  to  the  expenses  of  the  Army  heretofore  had  or  in- 
curred. 

The  House  proceeded  to  make  choice  of  one,  and  the 
Districts  of  twelve,  proper  persons  to  compose  the  Council 
of  Safety  of  this  Province ;  when  the  following  were  agreed 
upon,  viz :  Willie  Jones,  Esquire,  for  the  Congress  ;  James 
Coor  and  John  Simpson,  Esqs.,  for  the  District  of  Newbem; 
Thomas  Jones  and  Whitmell  Hill,  Esqs.,  for  the  District  of 
Edenton ;  Thomas  Eaton  and  Joseph  John  Williams,  Esqs., 
for  the  District  of  Halifax ;  Cornelius  Harnett  and  Samuel 
Ashe,  Esqs.,  for  the  District  of  Wilmington ;  Thomas  Per- 
son and  John  Rand,  Esqs.,  for  the  District  of  Hillsborough; 
Hezekiah  Alexander  and  William  Sharpe,  Esquires,  for  the 
District  of  Salisbury. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Council  shall  vote  by  Districts. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  plan 
for  the  more  conveniently  paying  the  Militia  who  have  or 
niay  serve  m  this  Colony,  and  for  adjudging  and  paymg  all 
expenses  incident  to  the  Militia  when  in  actual  service, 
report :  That  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  one  Wagon- 
master  should  be  appointed  by  the  Field-Officers  of  every 
Battalion,  when  entering  on  actual  service,  subject  to  be 
removed  or  rejected  by  the  Brigadier-General.  That  the 
Commissaries  should  every  morning  make  a  return  to  the 
Wagonmaster  of  the  Provisions ;  which  the  Wagonmaster, 
having  examined  and  compared,  ought  to  return,  signed  and 
certified,  to  the  Commanding  Officer.  That  the  Wagon- 
master should  attend,  as  his  special  duty,  to  the  arrangement 
of  the  Wagons ;  taking  care  that,  every  morning,  no  more 
begin  the  march  than  one  for  every  ton  weight  of  Provisions, 
except  where  there  may  be  half  a  ton  or  upwards  over  and 
above  what  will  make  a  ton  for  eveiy  Wagon  but  one,  in  which 
case  the  one  Wagon  should  be  kept  in  service  until  so  much 
is  consumed  as  to  reduce  it  below  half  a  ton ;  and  in  all 
cases  where  the  quantity  over  a  ton  for  each  Wagon  is  less 
than  half  a  ton,  the  overplus  ought  to  be  distributed  into  the 
other  Wagons  as  equally  as  may  be.  That  every  morning 
all  the  empty  Wagons  be  discharged ;  each  Wagon  having 
first  obtained  a  certificate  from  the  Wagonmaster,  setting 
forth  the  number  of  days  it  had  been  in  service,  and  the 
place  where  discharged,  and  the  distance  to  return.  That 
for  every  twenty  miles  of  such  return  distance,  each  Wagon 
to  be  allowed  twenty  shillings  for  every  day's  pay.  That 
every  Wagonmaster  be  allowed  the  pay  and  rations  of  a 
Minor. 

Your  Committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  one  Pay- 
master should  be  appointed  for  every  Militia  Brigade,  and 
allowed  a  Commission  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  all 
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moneys  he  shall  pay  away.  That  once  in  every  month 
(oral  the  end  of  an  expedition,  if  the  same  shall  not  con- 
tinue a  month)  the  Commanding  Officer  of  each  Battalion 
shall  cause  to  be  made  out  a  Pay-Roll  of  his  Battalion,  set- 
ting forth  the  number  of  days  each  Officer  and  Soldier  has 
been  in  actual  service  under  his  command  :  each  Company 
to  be  in  a  separate  list,  and  proved  by  the  oath  of  the  Cap- 
tain, or  next  Commanding  Officer ;  which  Pay-Roil  the 
said  Commanding  Officer  shall  cause  to  be  delivered  to  the 
Paymaster  of  his  Brigade,  signed  by  such  Commanding 
Officer;  and  the  Paymaster  shall  pay  to  the  Captain  of 
every  Company  tiie  pay  which  shall  appear  due  to  such 
Company  by  the  Pay-Roll,  and  every  Officer  the  pay  which 
shall  appear  due  to  him ;  and  every  Wagoner  should  be 
entitled  to  receive  from  such  Paymaster  all  the  pay  which 
shall  appear  due  to  him  by  the  VVagonmaster's  certificate. 

The  House,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  May  13,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  when  any  person  shall  be  suspected  of  a 
design  to  remove  himself  or  his  property  out  of  this  Colony, 
an  affidavit  shall  be  made  before  any  Member  of  the  County 
Committee  where  the  person  suspected  shall  reside,  the 
said  Member  of  Committee  shall  issue  a  warrant  to  some 
officer,  who  shall  be  indifferent  in  point  of  interest,  to  bring 
the  said  suspected  person  before  the  Committee  of  the 
County  at  the  next  meeting ;  and  such  officer  is  hereby 
empowered  and  required  to  take  security,  in  such  sum  as 
the  Committee-man  shall  direct,  by  endorsement  on  the 
back  of  his  warrant,  to  appear  before  the  said  Cammit*  " 
at  the  next  succeeding  meeting  ;  and  in  case  such  su  :s.  ., 
person  shall  not  give  such  security,  the  officer  sha  "'  .Li- 
mit him.  And  when  such  suspected  person  shall  ,jpear, 
or  be  brought  before  the  Committee,  they  shall  examine 
into  the  proofs  and  allegations ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  them 
that  such  suspicion  is  well  founded,  they  shall  order  that  he 
give  security  to  answer  whatever  claim  or  claims  may  be 
made  to  appear  against  him,  or  stand  further  committed. 
And  where  any  person  shall  have  actually  absconded  out 
of  this  Colony,  or  so  conceals  himself,  or  makes  resistance, 
that  he  cannot  be  brought  before  the  Committee,  and  the 
same  shall  he  made  appear  by  affidavit,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  one  or  more  Committee-men,  such  Committee-man  shall 
issue  a  warrant  to  some  sufficient  person,  not  being  interested, 
to  take  possession  of  all,  or  so  much  of  the  eifects  of  such 
absconding  person,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  any  creditor  or  creditors  who  shall  apply  and 
make  oath  of  such  demands ;  provided  'that  the  said  effects 
shall  not  be  subject  to  be  sold,  or  otherwise  disposed  of, 
until  judgment  shall  be  obtained  in  some  court  of  justice 
hereafter  to  be  established. 

"  In  Committee  of  Secrecy,  War,  and  Correspondence. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Congress  to 
allow  Mrs.  Ealbeck  the  sum  of  five  Pounds,  for  ihe  Iw  of 
a  Room,  Candles,  Fire,  &tc.,  for  this  Committee." 
^The  House  concurred  therewith.  , , 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  discharged  from 
their  further  attendance  on  CongiTgs$,',io  wit:  Hugh  McDon- 
ald, John  McDonald,  Daniel  Cameron,  James  McDonald, 
and  Daniel  McLean. 

Whereas  it  has  been  thought  necessary  to  fit  out  three  Arm- 
ed Vessels  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  of  this  Province : 

Resohed,  That  the  following  sums  be  paid  the  Officers 
and  Seamen  employed  on  board  the  said  Vessels,  by  the 
:month,  to  wit : 

Captain,  wages,     £10  00     Carpenter,  £5     0  0 

table,    -       4     0     Clerk,     -     -     -     5     0  0 

Lieutenant,     -     -       8     0     Armourer,    -     -     4  10  0 

Master,     -     -     -       8     0     Cooper,        -     -     4  10  0 

Mate,  -     -     -     -       5  15     Capt.  of  Marines,    8     0  0 

Doctor,     -     -     -       8     0     Marines,       -     -     2  1.3  4 

Boatswain,     -     -       5     0     Seamen  complete,  4     0  0 

Gunner,    -     -     -       5     0         "not  complete,  3     0  0 

That  all  other  Officers  on  board  Vessels  of  equal  force  and 

.burden,  the  same  regulations  and  pay  as  by  the  Continental 

jestablishmenL 


Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  appointed  Pay- 
masters to  the  Militia,  viz:  Mr.  fi'illiam  Green,  for  the 
District  of  Halifax ;  Mr.  Matthew  Lock,  for  the  District 
of  Salisbm-y ;  Mr.  James  Council,  for  the  District  of  Hil- 
mington;  Mr.  Thomas  Burke,  for  the  District  of  iiiV/^te- 
rough;  Mr.  William  Blount,  for  the  District  of  JN^wJcrn; 
and  Mr.  Day  Ridley,  for  the  District  of  Edenton. 

Resolved,  That  the  Paymasters  of  the  Militia  of  this 
Colony  give  bond,  with  security,  each  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  Pounds,  for  the  faithful  application  of  money  in- 
trusted to  them. 

Resolved,  That  every  Householder  in  the  County  of 
Surry  shall  have  a  right  to  sit  and  vote  in  Committees  for 
said  County,  they  being  elected  by  persons  having  a  right 
to  vote  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  last  Congress,  at 
Hillsborough. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Mandcr  be  discharged  from  his 
parole. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Eaton,  Esq.,  be  appointed  Co- 
lonel of  the  Militia  for  the  County  o^  Bute,  in  the  room  of 
Phihmon  Hawkins,  Jun.,  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  Croondatcs  Davis,  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  for  the  District  of  Halifax,  be  allowed  ten 
Pounds  for  his  services. 

Resolved,  That  Memucan  Hunt,  Clerk  of  die  Committee 
of  Safety  for  the  District  of  Hillsborough,  be  allowed  ten 
Pounds  for  his  services. 

Resolved,  T,';^'  IfV/^'/rm  Burke  be  discharged  from  his 

parole  tr>  ^   .  ,1  that  he  be  enlarsed. 

1^       -ereas  it  appe="^  *-  _  ° 

elix  Kenan.  '^'-•"^  ^ny  person,  inhabitant  of  this  Colony, 
to  the  '•'.  Hereafter  take  arms  against  America  within  the 
tnii.  Colony,  or  shall  give  intelligence  or  aid  to  the  open 
enemies  thereof,  and  shall  be  convicted  of  the  facts  by  vote 
of  Congress,  or  by  any  judicial  power  hereafter  to  be  ap- 
pointed, shall  forfeit  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and 
tenements,  to  the  people  of  the  said  Colony,  to  be  disposed 
of  by  the  Congress,  or  other  general  representation  thereof; 
and  moreover  be  considered  (when  taken)  as  a  prisoner  of 
war,  unless  the  sentence  shall  be  mitigated  or  pardoned  by 
the  Congress,  or  other  general  representation. 

Mr.  Battle  and  Mr.  Nash  have  leave  of  absence. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Congress  that 
a  division  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Pasquotank 
County  will  give  ease  and  facility  to  the  despatch  of  publick 
business  within  their  department,  as  a  wide  river  runs  through 
said  County,  near  the  middle  thereof: 

Resolved,  That  the  said  County,  for  this  particular  pur- 
pose, be,  and  it  is  hereby,  divided  into  two  distinct  and 
separate  Districts,  North  and  South,  by  the  middle  of  the 
River ;  and  that  a  Committee,  to  consist  of  thirteen  persons 
in  each  District,  a  majority  of  w  hom  shall  be  a  quorum, 
shall  be  elected  on  the  third  Monday  in  June  next,  at  such 
places  in  each  District  as  the  present  Committee  shall  ap- 
point, publick  notice  of  which,  by  advertisements,  the  Clerk 
is  hereby  directed  to  give  twenty  days,  at  least,  previous 
thereto,  at  not  less  than  two  of  the  most  publick  places  in 
each  District ;  and  these  elections  shall  be  conducted,  and 
those  Committees  so  to  be  elected,  regulated  and  governed, 
by  the  same  rules  and  restrictions  now  in  force,  made  and 
entered  into  for  the  purpose  of  instituting  County  Com- 
mittees by  the  last  Congress  at  Hillsborough,  and  also  for 
amending  the  same  by  this  present  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Pasquotank  County, 
after  the  third  Monday  of  June  next,  be,  and  is  hereby,  dis- 
solved ;  and  that  all  matters  and  things  therein  pendant,  at 
that  time  undetermined,  shall  be  transferred  to,  and  deter- 
mined by,  the  Committee  of  the  District  where  such  matter 
originated,  with  all  the  papers  thereunto  appertaining. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  both  Districts  be  at 
large  to  meet  at  any  time  or  place  where  they  themselves 
shall  think  proper,  provided  that  the  time  and  place  of  the 
first  meeting  of  each  of  those  Committees  be  fixed  by  the 
present  Committee  before  their  dissolution  ;  provided,  also, 
that  the  Committees  of  each  District  may  meet  at  the  Court- 
House  on  the  days  appointed  for  the  first  day  of  each 
Court,  to  act  in  conjunction,  and  be  consolidated. 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  McCortle  be  allowed  nineteen 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  for  a  Wagon,  Team,  and  Driver,  on  the 
late  expedition  to  Cross- Creek  against  the  Tories ;  that  the 
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Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be 
allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  Rations,  and  the 
price  to  be  allowed  the  Commissaries  for  Victualling  the 
Army,  are  of  opinion  that  the  Commissaries  furnish  the 
Troops  the  same  Rations  and  Allowance  as  directed  by 
the  Continental  Congress,  or  money  to  the  value,  in  case 
any  part  of  said  allowance  cannot  be  supplied  ;  for  which 
the  Commissaries  shall  receive  ten  Pence  per  Ration,  they 
paying  all  necessary  carriage  while  their  respective  Regi- 
ments remain  in  this  Province. 

The  House  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  supply 
each  of  the  Commissaries  ap])ointed  by  this  Congress  to  the 
Continental  Troops,  stationed  in  this  Province,  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  Pounds,  they  first  giving  bond  and  security 
each  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  supply 
each  of  the  Commissaries  appointed  by  this  Congress  to  the 
Independent  Companies  stationed  on  the  Sea-Coast,  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  for  each  Company 
supplied  by  them,  they  first  giving  bond  and  security  each 
in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  James  Hepburn  be  permitted  his  parole 
to  Charlottetoivn,  in  Mecklerwurgh  County,  with  permission 
to  go  anywhere  within  two  miles  distance  from  the  said 
Town ;  and  that  he  have  safe  conduct,  for.  himself  to  go 
from  Halifax  to  the  said  Towmngress ;  and  thar.from  this 
time,  and  for  his  family  and  efiects  Ironi  he  receives  or  Jhe 
said  Town  of  Charlotte  within  three  months  Iriy^fgce  undei 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  coulY  •« 
himself  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  any  Resolve,  Order,  d 
determination,  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  that,  in  that  case,  an 
appeal  shall  and  may  be  had  to  the  next  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  pur- 
chase Horses  in  the  District  of  Hillsborough,  be,  and  are 
hereby  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurers,  or  either 
of  them,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  three  hun- 
dred Pounds,  and  that  each  of  the  Commissioners  for  tiie 
said  District  give  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient  security,  in 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  pur- 
chase Horses  in  the  District  of  Salisbury,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  empowered  to  draw  upon  the  Treasurers,  or  either 
of  them,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred Pounds,  and  that  each  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
said  District  give  bond,  with  good  and  sufficient  security,  in 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  conceive 
himself  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  any  Resolve,  Order,  or 
determination,  of  any  County  or  Town  Committee,  that,  in 
that  case,  an  appeal  shall  and  may  be  had  to  the  Council  of 
Safety,  and  their  determination  shall  be  final,  first  giving 
bond  and  security  to  prosecute  such  appeal  with  effect. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissaries  for  the  Militia  now  un- 
der marching  orders,  be  empowered  to  receive  from  the 
Commissary  of  Stores  a  suflScient  quantity  of  the  Provisions 
heretofore  purchased  on  account  of  the  publick,  to  victual 
the  said  Militia,  and  that  such  Commissaries  be  charged  the 
price  the  same  cost ;  and  also  that  the  Treasurere  be  em- 
powered to  advance  to  each  of  the  said  Commissaries  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  on  giving  bond  with  security, 
as  heretofore  directed. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Charles  Jacocks  be  appointed  Com- 
missary of  the  Militia  for  the  District  of  Edenton  when  on 
actual  march. 

The  Congress  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  eigh^ 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  14,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  according  to  adjournment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Quartermaster-General,  Nicholas 
Long,  Esq.,  be  directed  to  furnish  the  Troops  now  march- 
ing to  the  assistance  of  this  Province  from  Virginia,  with 
all  Barracks,  Wagons,  Provisions,  and  such  articles  as  may 
be  necessary  for  them  on  their  march  from  this  place  to 
Cape-Fear;  and  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  Tioops  there, 


Colonel  TVilliam  Kennon  act  as  Commissary  to  them,  in  case 
they  have  no  Commissary  of  their  own. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Nicholas  Lo?ig  be  allowed  seven- 
ty-two Pounds  three  Shillings  and  seven  Pence  for  sundry 
persons  standing  on  Guard,  Rations,  Liquors,  &tc.,  as  per 
account ;  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either  of  them,  pay  him  the- 
same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Long  be  allowed  five  Pounds 
for  going  express  to  Salisbury;  that  the  Treasurers,  or  either 
of  them,  pay  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their  accounts 
with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers  be,  and  are  hereby  or- 
dered to  pay  to  each  of  the  Paymastei-s  of  the  Militia  Bri- 
gades one  month's  pay,  to  be  ascertained  by  producing  to 
the  Treasurer  who  shall  pay  the  money,  a  Roll  containing 
the  names  of  all  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  who  shall  begin 
their  march  on  actual  service,  signed  by  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  respective  Battalions  to  which  the  said  men 
and  Officers  belong,  and  a  list  of  all  the  Wagons  which 
shall  be  actually  employed  to  attend  the  march,  certified  by 
the  Wagonmaster,  and  countersigned  by  the  Commanding 
Officers  of  the  Battalions  respectively  ;  which  Rolls  so  sign- 
ed and  certified,  together  with  the  order  or  receipt  of  the 
Paymaster,  shall  be  vouciiers  for  the  Treasurer,  who  shall 
produce  the  same  upon  the  settlement  of  his  account  with 
the  publick. 

And  whereas  Detachments  have  been  ordered  from  each 
of  the  Brigades  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  by  the  Congress, 
and  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  Treasurers  pay  to  such 
Paymaster  a  sum  of  Money  necessary  for  one  month's  pay 
of  the  said  Detachments,  and  of  the  Wagons  which  may  be 
"•equisite, 

^^••^"oived.  That  the  Treasurers  pay  to  the  said  Paymas- 
currei  ^^  month's  pay  for  such  Detachments  as  have  been 
oiTi  •■(  from  each  respective  Brigade,  and  one  month's  pay 
of  Wugons,  at  the  rate  of  one  Wagon  for  every  fifty  men  in 
such  Detachments  ;  provided  that  no  Commant.^ng  Officer 
or  Wagonmaster  of  any  Battalion  shall  give  more  than  one 
such  Roll  or  Certificate  to  any  Paymaster  within  any  one 
month  during  the  same  expedition,  under  the  penalty  of  ten 
thousand  Pounds. 

Resolved,  That  George  Davidson  be  allowed  thirty-nine 
Pounds,  for  Wagon-hire  from  Rowan  to  Cross-  Creek,  in  the 
expedition  against  the  Highlanders ;  that  the  Treasurers,  or 
either  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be  allowed  in  their 
accounts  with  the  pubick. 

Resolved,  That  William  Knox  be  allowed  thirty-two 
Pounds  five  Shillings,  for  Wagon-hire  from  Rowan  to  Cross- 
Creek,  in  the  expedition  against  the  Highlanders  ;  that  the 
Treasurers,  or  eith°r  of  them,  pay  him  the  same,  and  be 
allowed  in  their  ace.  ants  with  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissaries  of  the  Continental  Army 
have  power  to  take  such  Provisions  as  they  may  think  neces- 
sary for  the  service  from  the  publick  Stores,  and  that  they 
account  for  it  at  the  price  which  the  Commissioners  charged, 
and  t'  at  the  same  shall  be  considered  as  so  much  money 
pa' '  on  account  of  the  sum  voted  to  be  advanced  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Stray  Books  in  the  hands  of  Jos.   h 

.^ghes  (the  present  Straymaster)  in  Roivan,  be  imme- 
diately taken  from  bin-,  and  put  in  the  hands  of  John  Gra- 
ham, who  is  hereby  appointed  to  that  office,  and  tiiat  he 
be  allowed  the  same  fees  as  allowed  by  Acts  of  Assembly 
in  that  case. 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  McAlister  be  appointed  Stray- 
master  for  tlie  County  of  Cumberland,  Nathaniel  Richard- 
son for  the  County  of  Bladen,  and  John  Vent  for  the 
County  of  Guilford ;  and  that  they  take  possession  of  the 
Books  and  Papere  belonging  to  the  said  Offices. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation, 
or  disqualification  of  any  Member  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
the  remaining  Members  shall  fill  up  the  vacancy,  by  elect- 
ing one  from  the  said  District. 

Resolved,  That  the  Money  allowed  for  discharging  the 
claims  of  the  Militia  of  the  County  of  Orange,  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  Nathaniel  Rochester,  Esq.,  to  be  by  him  paid 
to  the  Officers  in  whose  name  the  same  was  allowed,  on  the 
said  Officers  giving  to  him  the  Pay-RoU  by  which  the 
same  was  allowed,  or  a  copy  thereof;  which  Pay-Roil  shall 
be  filed  by  the  Secretary  of  tliis  Congress. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  cliargo  fifteen 
per  cent,  on  all  the  Stores  which  he  shall  furnish  to  any 
Officer  or  Soldier  on  his  private  account,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  puhlick,  to  he  applied  towards  defrayinj^  incidental 
charges ;  and  that  the  said  Commissary  furnish  the  Pay- 
master witii  an  account  of  all  such  Stores  so  furnished,  every 
month,  to  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  Officer  or  Soldier 
to  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  furnished. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  ensuini^  Congress  shall  be  held  at  the 
Tow  n  of  Halifax,  on  tlie  1 0th  day  of  November  next,  unless 
sooner  ordered  and  directed  by  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  have  power  to 
■compel  all  Sheriffs,  and  other  Collectors  of  Taxes  and  Du- 
ties, to  account  for  all  sums  of  Money  for  which  tiiey  may  be 
accountable,  and  to  pay  the  balances  which  shall  appear 
due  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurei-s. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  James  Coot  and  Mr.  James  Green, 
Jun.,  be  appointed  to  revise  and  correct  for  the  Press  the 
Journal  of  the  Pi-oceedinirs  of  this  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Secretary,  as  soon  as  the  Congress 
rises,  furnish  a  fair  copy  of  the  Journal,  and  (ieliver  the  same 
to  IVFr.  James  Davis,  who  is  desired  to  print,  and  send  five 
cojjies  to  each  County,  to  the  Delegates  thereof,  and  one 
copy  to  each  County  and  Town  Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  under  consideration  the 
Petition  of  Joseph  Jones  ^  Co.,  reported  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  having  fully  inquired  into  the  facts  set 
forth  in  the  Petition,  are  of  opinion  that  the  same  are  just 
and  true  ;  but  as  there  appears  a  probability  that  some  things 
may  yet  be  saved,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  tlie 


nett  loss  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the  amount  of  such 
saved  articles  (salvage  deducted)  can  be  extracted  from  the 
gross  loss  ;  and  when  the  same  can  be  done,  and  salisfactoiy 
proof  thereof  made,  your  Committee  think  the  said  Messi-s. 
Joseph  Jones  &f  Co.  should  be  considered  as  persons  injur- 
ed by  the  said  John  Goodrich,  to  the  amount  of  such  nett 
loss.  The  estimate  and  bill  of  lading  are  annexed,  which 
are  all  submitted  to  the  Congress. 

The  House,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred 
therewith. 

Resolved,  That  an  Election  be  held  in  the  County  of 
Edgccomh,  firet  giving  the  usual  notice  in  such  cases,  for 
electing  a  Member  in  said  County,  to  sit  and  vote  in  Con- 
gress, in  the  room  of  Henry  Irwin,  wiio  is  disqualified  by 
holding  a  commission  in  the  Military  service ;  that  the  same 
be  conducted  under  the  same  Rules  and  Regulations  as 
Elections  heretofore  taken,  and  the  said  Election  may  be 
held  any  time  between  the  10th  day  oi'  June  and  tlie  10th 
day  of  October,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  given  to 
the  Hononrdhle  Samtttl  Johnston,  Esq.,  for  his  able,  iliithful, 
and  assiduous  discharge  of  the  high  and  important  duty  of 
President  of  this  Congress ;  having  in  that,  as  in  all  other 
stations,  approved  himself  the  firm  and  liberal  patron  of 
liberty,  and  a  wise  and  zealous  friend  and  asserter  of  the 
rights  of  mankind. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Orders  and  Resolutions  be 
signed  and  certified  as  the  acts  of  the  Congress,  by 

Samuel  Johnston,  President. 

James  Green,  Jun.,  Secretary. 


NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY. 

Die  Luna?,  10  ho.,  A.  M.,  March  18,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present: 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Hallett,  Captain  Rutgers,  Colonel 

McDougall,  Captain  Denning,  Mr.  iScott. 
For  Dutchess. — -Colonel  P.  Ten  Broeck,  Colonel  Morris 

Graham. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Gelston. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  JVilUams. 

Mr.  Hallett  was  unanimously  chosen  Chairman. 

Captain  Denning  produced  a  Certificate,  dated  the  14th 
instant,  signed  by  Abraham  Purdy,  Chairman  of  the  sub- 
Committee  at  Peekskill,  that  Captain  Albert  Swim  had 
given  bond  with  security  to  offer  the  following  quantity  of 
Provisions  for  sale  to  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or  to  dis- 
pose of  it  to  die  friends  of  liberty,  to  wit :  18  barrels  of  Beef, 
19  firkins  of  Lard,  1400  bushels  of  Wheat;  which  Captain 
Denning  says  are  his  property. 

Captain  Denning  also  produced  another  Certificate  of  the 
like  tenour  and  date,  that  bond  of  the  like  tenour  and  date 
had  been  given  for  16  barrels  of  Beef,  2  barrels  of  Tallow, 
51  Pork  Hams,  40  pieces  dried  Beef,  27  firkins  of  Lard. 

The  said  quantities  of  Provisions  and  other  articles  were 
offered  for  sale  to  the  Committee  of  Safety.  Certificates 
thereof  were  given  to  the  said  Swim,  and  permits  to  land 
them. 

Elias  Nixen,  the  Port-Master,  showed  a  list  of  articles  to  be 
carried  on  board  of  die  Ships-of-War  and  Governour  Tryon's 
ship.  He  was  informed  that  he  might  take  them  widi  him 
on  board.  He  was  also  infonned  that  he  was  peiniitted  to 
bring  on  shore  a  list  of  all  the  Letters  on  board  in  the  mail, 
for  citizens  of  Neio-  York,  and  any  of  the  said  Letters  which 
he  might  be  requested  by  the  citizens  to  bring  on  shore ; 
but  that  he  must  produce  all  such  Letters  as  he  may  bring 
on  shore  to  Mr.  Hallett  and  Mr.  Sands,  for  their  inspection, 
before  he  delivers  them  out. 

Major  Abeel,  the  officer  of  the  working  parties  for  the 
day,  being  at  the  door,  requested  to  know  whether  any  allow- 
ance of  Rum  shall  be  given  to  the  working  parties  or  fatigue- 
men  of  the  working  parties.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion 
ihat  tlie  fatigue-men  w  ill  be  dissatisfied  without  some  allow- 


ance of  strong  liquor,  as  it  is  usually  allowed  in  all  services, 
and  was  recommended  by  General  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  the  fatigue-men  of  the  Militia  of  this 
City  be  allowed  one  quart  of  Spruce  or  Ship  Beer  per  man 
per  day,  or  the  value  thereof  in  Rum,  while  on  labour  at 
tile  works  carrying  on  in  this  City. 

The  Keeper  of  the  Bridexvell  delivered  in  three  Returns 
of  Prisoners  put  in  the  Jail  under  his  care. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  or  supply,  or 
cause  to  be  supplied,  to  Alexander  Montcrief,  Provisions  for 
fourteen  Prisoners  now  in  his  custody,  to  wit :  For  John 
Craige,  Rynier  Van  Hansen ,  Joscjjh  Purdy,  William  White, 
and  the  nine  Prisoners  late  belonging  to  the  Ship  Asia,  and 
who  were  brought  from  Suffolk  County ;  the  Provisions 
to  be  delivered  according  to  Montcrief  s  Returns  to  the  22d 
instant,  but  only  at  the  rate  of  two-thirds  of  a  Ration  for 
each  person. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Committee  that  he  is 
in  want  of  Cash,  as  well  to  pay  Captain  Lcdyard's  Com 
pany  as  the  other  new  levies  now  in  Town. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Colonel  McDougall, 
on  Continental  account,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  on 
account,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  pay  Troops,  and 
take  his  receipt  for  that  sum  on  Continental  account. 

The  Petition  of  Mr.  Bernard  Romans,  attendinj;  at  the 
door,  was  read  and  filed,  and  he  was  called  in.  He  assign- 
ed such  reasons  as  he  could  give  for  his  absence,  and  for  tlie 
charges  he  had  made  in  his  account  against  this  Colony. 
After  he  was  heard  he  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Berrien  be  requested  to  attend  here 
at  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon,  to  give  information  as  to  the 
moneys  by  him  charged  as  advanced  for  Bernard  Romans. 

A  Letter  received  from  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  dated  the 
1 5th  instant,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"Philadelphia,  March  15,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  As  it  is  now  apparent  that  our  enemies 
mean  to  prosecute  this  cruel  and  unjust  war  with  unrelent- 
ing fury,  and  as  every  intelligence  assures  us  that  they  mean 
to  bend  their  force  against  your  Colony,  I  would  not  do  you 
the  injustice  to  suppose  there  will  be  any  occasion  to  use 
arguments  to  stimulate  you  to  exert  your  most  strenuous 
endeavours  to  expedite  the  raising  and  arming  the  Battalions 
ordered  to  be  raised  in  your  Colony  for  its  di;fence.  En- 
closed I  send  you  the  commissions  for  the  Field-Officers. 
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If  any  of  them  are  provided  for  in  Canada,  ihey  are  to  con- 
tinue there,  and  others  will  be  elected  in  their  room.  Such 
of  them  as  are  in  Canada,  and  unprovided  for,  have  orders 
immediately  to  repair  to  their  respective  Regiments. 

"Lest  our  enemies  should  come  upon  you  before  the 
Continental  Troops  can  be  in  readiness  to  receive  them,  or 
in  case  they  should  come  with  superior  force,  the  Congress 
have  thought  proper  to  empower  the  Continental  command- 
er at  New-York  to  call  to  his  assistance  the  Militia  of  your 
Colony  and  that  of  Connecticut  and  New-Jersey,  agreeable 
to  the  enclosed  resolves ;  and  I  have  it  in  command  to  re- 
quest you  to  hold  your  ]\lilitia  in  readiness  to  march  in  such 
numbers  and  at  such  times  as  he  may  desire. 

"The  Congress  have  ordered  five  tons  of  powder  for  the 
use  of  the  Troops  employed  in  your  defence,  wliicli  will  be 
forwarded  with  the  utmost  expedition. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble 

servant 

'  '■'  John  Hancock,  President. 

"  The  Honourable  the  Convention  of  New-  York. 

"  The  Colonel  of  the  Third  Battalion  is  not  appointed, 
for  reasons  that  will  be  mentioned  by  your  Delegates,  to 
whose  letter  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you." 

"In  Congress,  March  15,  lll6.'^Resolved,  That  the 
Governour  of  Connecticut,  the  Conventions  or  Councils,  or 
Committees  of  Safety  of  New-York  and  New- Jersey,  be 
requested  to  hold  their  Militia  in  readiness  to  march  in  such 
numbers,  and  at  such  times,  for  the  defence  of  Neio-  York, 
as  the  Continental  Commander  at  New-York  shall  desire; 
and  that  the  pay  of  the  Militia  called  to  the  defence  of  New- 
York  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  Continental  Troops  raised 
and  employed  in  the  Middle  Department,  to  commence  from 
the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

"  Transmitted  to  the  honourable  Convention  of  New- 
York,  by  order  of  Congress. 

"John  Hancock,  President. 
"To  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety,  iN'ew-ForJt." 

A  Letter  from  John  Chatfield,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Easthampton,  was  read,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"  Easthampton,  March  1 1,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  On  Wednesday,  the  6th  instant,  the  ship 
SaUy,  that  belonged  to  Mr.  Samuel  Franklin,  of  New- York, 
and  taken  by  the  men-of-war  at  New-  York  and  sent  for 
Boston,  was  driven  on  shore  in  a  gale  of  wind  at  Montauk. 
The  Committee  of  Easthampton  ordered  the  commander, 
viz :  Charles  Smith,  mate  of  the  Asia  man-of-war,  and  Mr. 
Young,  of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Elder,  and  Mr.  McDermott, 
who  say  they  were  passengers  on  board  the  ship,  and  that 
they  were  bound  to  Boston  to  procure  a  passage  home  to 
England ;  also  Mr.  Woolcomb,  who  was  mate  of  a  trans- 
port lately  taken  at  Amboy,  and  served  as  mate  of  this  ship, 
and  ten  seamen  that  belong  to  the  Asia ; — all  which  per- 
sons we  send  to  New-  York,  under  a  guard  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  John  Foster,  in  the  Minute  service.  We  also 
send  you  by  Lieutenant  Foster,  all  the  letters  and  papers* 
that  we  could  procure  from  on  board  her. 

•  MincH  18,  1776.— Lelters  taken  from  on  board  of  the  SMp  Saht. 
(_Shc  formerly  belonged  to  Samuel  Fiunklin,  and-iuas  taken  by  the 
Meu-of  War  at  New-Yohk,  and  sent  from  Boston.)  She  -was  dri- 
ven ashore  in  a  gale,  at  M.istauk,  on  the  Gth  day  of  Mahcii,  and 
her  crew,  passengers,  and  papers,  seized  by  the  Committee  of  East- 
BAMPTOx,  and  sent  to  New-Yohk. 

Jly  Hti>e  Pahkek,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Captain  of  His  Majesty's  Sliip  PuEmx  : 
You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  to  Boston,  with  the 
ship  Sally,  under  your  command,  callinf;  at  Rhode-Island,  where  you 
arc  to  apply  to  the  commanding  officer  of  his  Majesty's  ships  for  convoy 
and  a  pilot.  Should  you  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  meet  with  any  of  the 
Rcl)el  cruisers,  and  find  no  possibility  of  escaping,  it  is  my  positive 
directions  that  you  do  throw  overboard  all  arms  and  ammunition,  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Rebels.  Should  there  be  any  ship 
in  sight  that  you  suppose  to  be  a  man-of  war,  you  arc  to  do  your  utmost 
to  disable  the  ship,  by  cutting  her  gears  and  lowering  her  lower  yards 
down,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Rebels  from  carrying  her  off. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  ifos«on  you  are  to  report  yourself  to  Admiral 
Shnldham,  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  for  the  time  being.  You  are  also 
during  your  passage  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  keep  company 
with  the  Harriet  transport,  and  the  Frances  sloop. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Phenir,  off  the 
Narrows  of  Gravesend  Bay,  this  29th  oi  February,  1776. 

m    w  ^  H.  PARKER. 

1 0  Mr.  Smith,  Commander  of  the  Ship  Sally. 


"  We  have  employed  a  number  of  men  to  endeavour  to 
save  as  much  of  the  sails,  rigging,  Stc,  as  possible ;  her 
cargo,  being  salt,  is  all  lost,  and  expect  to  save  very  little  of 
the  ship,  as  she  lies  upon  rocks,  with  the  surf  continually 
breaking  upon  her. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 
"John  Chatfield,   Chairman. 

"  Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  Conmiittee  of 
Easthampton." 

The  Examinations  of  the  Prisoners,  taken  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Easthampton,  were  read,  and  are  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

"  The  examination  of  Mr.  John  Young,  who  saith  :  That 
he  was  born  in  Philadelphia  ;  had  been  in  New-  York  about 
a  week  ;  took  a  passage  in  the  ship  Sally  for  Boston,  in  order 
to  get  a  passage  to  London ;  and  there  were  only  ten  mus- 
kets put  on  board  the  ship  Sally ;  and  that  Captain  Smith 
hove  a  number  of  guns  overboard  after  the  ship  got  on 
shore,  but  do  not  know  how  many. 

"  The  examination  of  Mr.  William  Elder,  who  saith  :  He 
was  born  in  Scotland,  and  came  into  this  country  about  the 
1st  of  May  last,  and  that  he  has  no  recommendations  to 
Rhode-Island  or  Boston ;  and  that  he  was  on  board  the  Asia 
about  three  weeks. 

"  The  examination  of  Mr.  William  McDermott,  who  saith: 
He  was  born  in  Ireland;  has  been  in  America  about  five 
years ;  has  been  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Forty-Seventh  Reoi- 
ment ;  had  sold  his  commission  about  eighteen  months  ago, 
and  that  he  was  bound  to  Rhode-Island  or  Boston,  to  get  a 
passage  home. 

"  The  examination  of  Joseph  Wolcomb,  who  saith :  He  was 
bom  in  England;  has  been  in  this  country  about  four  years ; 
came  last  mate  of  a  transport  taken  at  Amboy,  and  had  been 
on  board  the  Asia  about  a  fortnight. 

"  Thomas  Eambo,  William  Hatch,  Robert  Craw,  William, 
Philips,  Rowland  Walter,  Hugh  Hall,  and  Patrick  Penn 
dergrass,  all  say  that  they  belong  to  the  ship  Asia,  Captain 
Vandeput. 

"  The  above  examinations  were  taken  before  the  Conunit- 
tee  of  Easthampton. 

"Attest:  John  Chatfield,  Chairman." 

A  number  of  Letters,  taken  fvom  on  board  of  the  ship 
Sally,  (some  from  Governour  Tryon,  Captain  Parker,  and 
others,  to  General  Howe,  and  other  persons  at  Boston,)  and 
transmitted  by  the  said  Committee  with  the  Prisoners  taken 
from  on  board  of  the  said  ship,  were  filed. 

Die  Luna;,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  March  18,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Joseph  Ilallett,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Ilallett,  Captain  Rutgers,  Colonel 

McDougall,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemtis. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Gelston. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

Nkw-Yobk,  January  29,  1776. 

Deah  Johh  :  With  very  great  regret  and  astonishment  I  have  learnt 
your  hasty  and  abrupt  behaviour  in  leaving  me,  and  going  on  board  the 
l*henix  sliip-of-war,  without  giving  me  the  least  notice  of  such  intention. 
I  came  here  in  great  haste  with  Mr.  Morgan,  in  hopes  to  have  found  you 
here  before  you  went  on  board,  but  am  disappointed.  However,  I  now 
become  supplicant  to  you,  my  dear  son,  and  to  request  you  will  come 
on  shore,  and  give  mo  an  opportunity  of  a  conversation ;  and  I  hereby 
pledge  my  honour  that,  aft«!r  what  arguments  I  may  use  to  you  cannot 
prevail  with  yon  to  return  to  J'hiladelphia,  to  your  country,  and  good 
friends,  you  shall  be  at  liberty  to  go  where  you  please  ;  but,  dear  John, 
consider  what  you  are  about.  You  dcn't  want  understanding,  if  it 
was  a  little  set  to  rights.  If  you  will  now  return,  all  things  may  yet  be 
well,  I  promise  you  my  forgiveness,  and  never  more  to  upbraid  you 
with  this  rash  step.  As  we  have  taken  great  pains  that  your  proceedings 
may  not  be  known  in  Philadelphia,  all  matters  may  be  accommodated 
there. 

I  therefore  request,  as  you  value  a  father's  blessing  and  your  own 
happiness  and  reputation,  that  you  will  give  me  an  interview  at  the  house 
you  lodged  in  on  Thursday  last,  to-morrow  afternoon.  1  know  you  will 
be  permitted  to  come  on  shore.  Pray  don't  bring  my  gray  hairs  with 
sorrow  to  the  grave. 

I  am,  your  affectionate  father, 

JAMES  YOUNG. 
To  Mr.  John  Young,  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Phenix. 
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Mr.  John  De  Lnncey  came  to  the  Committee,  to  complain 
of  the  treatment  he  had  received  of  Captain  De  Witt,  and 
informed  that  a  party  are  gone  to  levy  a  fine,  by  distress,  on 

New- York,  February  3,  1776. 

Dein  Fhiksd  :  Smother  your  surprise  when  I  inform  you  that  I  shall 
not  set  foot  aboard  the  Phenix  more,  (at  least  not  at  present,)  as  fortune 
has  rendered  it  out  of  my  power ;  I  say  out  of  my  power,  because  it  un- 
doubtedly is  so,  if  you  took  me  to  have  the  least  humanity.  For  on  my 
arrival  al  ^ew-York,  I  found,  to  my  inexpressible  grief  and  surprise,  my 
brother  had  left  it  on  information  that  my  mother's  life  was  despaired  of;  and 
not  only  that,  but  Mrs.  .Morgan,  it  was  feared,  would  miscarry,  she  being 
far  gone  with  child  before  I  left  Philadeljihia.  You  have  often  heard  me 
say  I  was  the  favourite  of  the  family ;  this  is  indeed  but  too  true ;  for  I  find, 
a  day  or  two  after  my  departure,  the  whole  family  were  thrown  into  the 
utmost  confusion ;  diligent  inquiry  was  immediately  made  for  me,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  our  design  was  discovered.  Then  it  was  my  family's 
affection  for  me  was  so  conspicuous ;  sorrow  and  surprise  sat  heavily  on 
all  their  countenances.  The  innocent  amusements  that  were  wont  to 
divert  them,  took  their  flight,  and  nothing  was  seen  but  melancholy  and 
discontent.  It  would  be  vain  for  me  to  endeavour  to  paint  their  grief  in 
its  true  colours,  as  I  am  well  convinced  I  cannot  figure  it  to  myself.  What 
I  have  urged  in  consequence  of  leaving  his  Majesty's  ship  will,  I  flatter 
myself,  be  of  sufficient  reason  to  convince  you  that  my  respect  (or  my 
family  has  been  the  occasion  of  it,  and  not  the  change  of  sentiments,  as 
some  may  urge.  But  it  is  almost  impossible  for  you  to  coincide  with  them 
in  opinion.  Look  back  into  my  past  conduct,  and  tell  me  if  ever  you 
remember  my  deviating  in  the  least  from  what  I  always  expressed  on  the 
present  struggle;  indeed,  it  would  be  impertinent  for  me  ever  to  suppose 
you  harbour  such  an  idea. 

It  gives  me  the  greatest  pain  to  find  your  father  has  behaved  in  such 
an  extraordinary  manner  towards  you,  as  he  has  refused  to  pay  anything 
of  your  contracting  whatsoever.  I  beg  therefore  of  you  to  examine  what 
things  are  in  your  possession,  which  I  have  taken  on  my  own  account ; 
as  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  your  generosity  to  imagine  the  whole 
charge  must  be  put  on  me.  Don't  forget  to  send  all  my  things  that  are 
out  of  the  portmanteau  and  in  it,  as  soon  as  possible,  (if  there  should  be 
any.)  I  believe  the  gaiters  and  stock  are  the  only  things  which  are  not 
in.  Dear  John,  don't  imagine  that  what  I  have  said  concerning  your 
father,  &c.,  springs  from  a  desire  of  having  these  things.  No,  God  forbid 
I  should  be  so  servile  a  being.  I  only  mention  it  that  you  may  either 
pay  for  them,  or  persuade  your  father  so  to  do.  Do  be  so  kind  as  to  let 
me  have  one  of  those  plain  dark-spotted  stockings,  and  you  will  oblige, 
your  most  affectionate  friend,  BENJ.^MIN  BAYNTON. 

To  Mr.  John  Young,  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Phenix. 

P.  S.  If  you  have  any  regard  for  me  at  all,  do  read  or  give  a  copy  of 
my  apology  to  the  Governour ;  likewise  to  all  the  officers.  I  have  sent 
the  things  you  desired  me,  but  have  not  paid  for  them,  as  your  guinea  is 
too  light. 

New-Yohk,  January  30,  177G,  8  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr  Dear  Sou  :  I  cannot  but  express  my  grief  and  surprise  that  you 
should  refuse  one  an  interview  on  shore  after  my  solicitating  letter,  and 
pledge  of  my  honour,  that  if  I  did  not  convince  your  judgment  that  you 
were  wrong  in  your  present  proceeding,  (also  a  promise  of  my  pardon,) 
you  should  be  at  liberty  to  go  where  you  please.  In  place  of  complying, 
yon  assure  me  that  Captain  Parker  will  give  me  a  safe  conduct  if  I  will 
come  on  board  there,  which  I  make  not  the  least  doubt  of,  and  would  trust 
his  word  for  more  than  my  own  safety.  But  what  can  I  expect  by  such  an 
interview  but  tears  and  sorrows,  when  you  positively  declare,  that  though 
my  letter  of  last  night  had  so  melted  you  that  you  could  scarcely  read  it, 
yet  it  had  not  power  even  to  stagger  your  resolution  :  that  you  could  never 
think  of  setting  foot  on  .■American  shores?  I  cannot  help  pitying  your 
delusion,  and  that  you  are  wrong  persuaded  by  Mr.  Baynlon,  who  acknow- 
ledged, in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Morgan,  that  he  would  have  taken  this  step 
three  months  sooner,  could  he  have  persuaded  you  to  have  accompanied 
him.  Oh,  John,  I  am  sorry  for  you  and  for  myself,  who  looked  upon  you 
as  my  future  staff  in  the  decline  of  life.  I  shall  still  pray  the  Supreme 
Being  to  bless  you ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  that  you  may  never  prosper  as 
an  enemy  to  your  native  country.  You  mention  a  letter  you  had  just 
finished,  explaining  your  whole  conduct,  which  I  have  not  received.  I 
left  your  very  affectionate  sister  in  deep  sorrow  and  tears,  as  is  your  dis- 
consolate and  affectionate  father,  JAMES  YOUNG. 

To  Mr.  John  Young,  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Phenix. 

I  set  off  for  Philadelphia,  to-morrow,  at  eleven  o'clock.     Adieu. 

All  persons  that  I  have  converse<l  with  on  the  subject  of  your  elope- 
ment, think,  with  myself,  that  it  is  quite  a  quixotick  frolick  of  youth,  and, 
as  such,  I  would  overlook  it  if  you  immediately  return. 

A  Journal  of  the  moat  important  occurrences  of  my  life,  beginning  in 
my  nineteejith  year,  when  Ifrst  commenced  a  citizen  of  the  world. 

Having  long  abhorred  the  new  form  of  Government  erecting  in  .Ame- 
rica, on  the  ruins  of  the  Constitution  of  my  country,  and  disdaining  to 
submit  to  it,  on  the  2'lth  o(  January,  1776,  I  set  off,  in  company  with 
my  friend,  Mr.  Bayntoti,  from  Philadelphia,  the  place  of  our  birth,  for 
J\yra>-York,  where  two  British  men-of-war  then  lay.  Having  previously 
procured  a  few  clothes  and  other  necessaries,  and  hired  horses,  we  mount- 
ed, about  seven  in  the  morning,  with  our  portmanteaus  behind  us,  and 
about  twenty  pounds  in  our  pockets ;  with  all  which,  we  arrived  safe  the 
following  evening  at  I'aulua's  Hook  Ferry,  on  the  North  river,  opposite 
A''e^v-York,  where  we  were  obliged  to  leave  our  horses,  the  horse-boats 
having  been  all  pressed  to  transport  the  Jersey  Troops,  who  were  then 
returning  from  disarming  the  Royalists  on  I.ong-Island.  We  got  to 
llalCs  Tavern,  \n  JS'e-w-York,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  where 
we  passed  the  night ;  the  next  morning,  after  breakfast,  we  went  to  the 
Fiy'J\farket  Ferry,  and  desired  one  of  the  watermen  to  put  us  on  board 
the  .Isia  ;  but  he  refused  taking  us,  unless  we  obtained  a  permit  from  the 
Committee.  We  accordingly  went  to  the  house  of  the  Chairman,  who 
was  not  at  home.  After  this  disappointment,  we  sauntered  down  upon 
one  of  the  wharves,  rather  with  a  view  to  pass  away  the  time  till  the 


his  goods.  Mr.  De  Lancey  engaged  to  state  his  complaint  in 
writing,  and  deliver  it  in  to-morrow  morning. 

Ordered,  That  all  proceedings  against  Mr.  John  De  Lan- 

Chairman  should  return,  than  anything  else.  While  we  were  in  this  situ- 
ation, a  well  dressed  man  came  down  to  us,  and  asked  us  if  we  wanted  to 
go  on  board  the  Governour's  ship,  (who  lay  opposite,  moored  astern  of  the 
Phenix ;)  we  told  him  that  we  had  a  little  business  with  the  Governour, 
and  would  be  very  glad  to  go,  had  we  but  an  opportunity.  He  then  inform- 
ed us  that  he  was  himself  going  on  board,  and  that  we  might  go  with  him. 
He  immediately  hailed  the  ship,  and  a  boat  being  sent  to  us,  we  stepped 
in,  with  joyful  hearts,  and  were  in  a  few  minutes  on  board.  This  gentle- 
man, to  whom  we  were  so  much  obliged,  was  Major  Pogers,  who  was  then 
a  prisoner  in  .Ync-York  on  parole.  He  was  so  obliging  as  to  present  us 
to  the  Governour,  who  treated  us  with  the  greatest  hospitality  and  po  ite- 
ness.  We  dined  with  him  that  day,  and  in  the  evening  went  on  board 
the  Phenix.        .  JOHN  YOUNG. 

Phenix,  New-Yohk,  March  2,  1776. 

Sm  :  The  little  acquaintance  I  had  the  pleasure  of  having  with  you  at 
Milfurd,  when  I  was  in  the  Weasel,  with  my  friend  Jiaynes  and  Plielps, 
induces  me  to  think  I  do  not  offend  when  I  take  the  liberty  of  recom- 
mending the  bearer,  Mr.  Young,  to  your  acquaintance,  a  gentleman  of 
one  of  the  best  families  and  fortunes  in  Philadelphia.  He  has  recommen- 
dations from  Governour  Tr^on  to  General //owe.  He  goes  a  volunteer; 
has  no  knowledge  of  any  person  in  the  Navy  or  Army.  Beg,  therefore, 
sir,  you  will  render  him  what  services  you  can,  as  we  are  all  convinced 
he  is  a  man  of  excellent  sentiments,  and  have  every  reason  to  think  he 
will  be  an  honour  to  any  regiment  he  may  belong  to.  If  I  can  serve 
you  or  your  friends  here  in  any  manner,  be  assured  I  will  with  the  utmost 
pleasure.     I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

_  WILLIAM  ROSS. 

Phesix,  New-Yohk,  March,  1776. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  wrote  to  you,  by  Clark,  a  letter  that  should  have  been 
sent  by  Mr.  Young,  the  gentleman  who,  I  hope,  will  arrive  safe  with  this. 
Do  him  every  service  in  your  power,  and  introduce  him  to  the  Army 
officers  of  your  acquaintance.  He  is  so  excellent  a  young  man,  that  it 
is  not  in  my  power  to  find  words  to  do  him  justice  in  a  character.  If 
you  have  seen  Clark,  he  has  informed  you  of  him.  He  is  of  one  of  the 
best  families  and  fortunes  in  Philadelphia ;  is  going  to  General //owe  a 
volunteer,  a  stranger  to  Navy  and  Army. 

If  I  can  render  you  any  service  in  this  part  of  the  damn'd  country,  com- 
mand me, 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  ROSS. 
To  Mr.  Mosely,  Master  of  His  Majesty's  Ship  Chatham,  Boston. 

I  am  sure  you  will  do  anything  in  your  power  for  so  valuable  a  stran- 
ger.   

Phkkix,  New-York,  March  2, 1776. 

Dear  Pdltnet  :  Paper  is  too  dear  at  J\fev>-York,  so  that  if  I  thought 
you  were  in  the  least  altered,  unless  for  the  better,  since  I  saw  you,  damn 
me  if  I  would  waste  a  sheet  on  you ;  but,  my  friend  and  old  shipmate,  I 
have  too  good  an  opinion  of  you  ever  to  suppose  so.  Therefore,  let  me 
assure  you,  no  man  of  your  acquaintance  can  be  happier  at  the  certainty 
of  your  promotion  than  I  am.  I  am  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
sending  by  the  bearer,  Mr.  Young,  a  gentleman  of  the  first  family  and 
fortune  in  J'hiladelphia.  He  is  going  a  volunteer  to  General  Ho-we;  beg 
you  will  show  him  every  civiUty  in  your  power,  during  the  time  of  his  stay 
in  lihode-hland.  I  am  sure  you  will  be  pleased  with  his  acquaintance. 
Let  us  hear  from  you  when  you  can.  Letters  from  Portsmouth  last  month; 
all  well.    George  Jiaynes  and  little  Lass  well  at  Havant.    Chloe  then  in 

town.    Jack M /,  as  usual.     The //"ease/ sailed  to. //nca.    JVarren 

behaved  worse  than  ever.     Young  commands  the  Jildevney  sloop,  at 
JS'orth-Yarmouth. 

I  am,  dear  Pultney,  your  most  obliged  and  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  RO.SS. 
To  George  Amu  Pultney,  Esquire,  Lieutenant  of  His  Majesty's  Ship 

Glasgo-w,  Rhode-Island. 

Sine  Dutchess  or  Gordon,  February  26, 1776. 

Dear  Sir:  The  bearer,  Mr.  Jo/in  I'oKn^,  a  gentleman  of  properly  and 
character  in  the  Colony  oi Pejinsylvatiia,  puts  himself  under  your  pro- 
lection.  His  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign  induced  hira  to  fly  from  persecu- 
tion, and  enter  himself  a  volunteer  under  your  banner,  in  the  expectation 
that  so  laudable  a  conduct  will  meet  with  your  approbation,  and  entitle 
him  to  a  connnission  in  his  Majesty's  Army,  when  opportunity  ofl'ers  to 
distinguish  himself.  I  have  seen  him  several  times,  and  verily  believe  he 
will  do  honour  to  my  introduction  of  him  to  you. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  sincerely,  WILLIAM  TRYON. 

To  Major-Gencral  //o.te. 

Phesix,  New- York,  Jt/arc/i  3,  1776. 

D>AH  Sir  :  This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  John  Young,  a  young  gen- 
tleman of  fortune  from  P/uladelphia,  as  I  am  informed.  His  errand  to 
Boston  is  to  offer  himself  a  volunteer  to  General  lloise.  During  six  weeks' 
residence  on  board  the  Phenix,  his  behaviour  was  such  as  to  entitle  him 
to  every  civility  I  could  show  him,  and  from  his  request  take  the  liberty 
of  presenting  him  to  you. 

The  sloop  Frances  is  loaded  with  naval  stores  and  tobacco,  &c.,  &c. 
In  the  article  of  tobacco  she  has  a  great  deal  more  than  is  cleared  out  from 
the  Custom-House.  I  therefore  presume  that  becomes  forfeited  to  the 
captors  by  the  acts  of  trade.  Should  this  be  the  case,  I  beg  you  will  be 
pleased  to  allow  your  Secretary  to  sell  it  as  our  agent  There  is  also  a 
strong  suspicion  that  the  ship  loaded  with  salt,  has  wines  and  other  mer- 
chandise under  the  salt.  I'he  owners  of  both  these  vessels  are  good  sub- 
jects to  the  King,  and  I  have  assured  them  they  will  be  treated  with  as 
much  lenity  as  the  times  will  admit  of. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  on  the  23d  of  last  mcnth,  I 
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cey  for  not  attending  in  his  Beat  on  fatigue,  be  stayed,  until 
further  order  of  this  Committee. 

To  Captain  De  Witt,  and  the  other  Officers  of  his  Beat. 

find  General  Lee  is  ordered  to  Canada,  to  take  command  of  the  Army  in 
that  country ;  and  a  General  Schmjier  to  have  command  at  tliis  place. 
Lee  has  pulled  down  the  north  curtain  of  the  fort,  and  is  now  intrench- 
ing what  is  called  the  Bo-wling  Green.  The  Privateers,  it  is  said,  have 
certainly  sailed  from  Pliiladelplda. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  PARKER. 

To  Molineux  Shitldham,  Esq.,  Rear- Admiral  of  the  White,  Boston. 

Bloomisgdale, /anHai\!/22,  1776. 

From  what  motive  can  any  person  who  is  so  pre-eminently  distinguish- 
ed for  the  goodness  of  their  disposition,  cause  so  much  painful  anxiety  to 
an  affectionate  friend,  as  you  do,  my  dear  Oliver.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  con- 
ceive. It  wants  not  many  days  of  half  a  year  since  you  last  did  me  the 
favour  of  writing  a  line,  and  you  are  convinced,  my  son,  how  very  essential 
it  is  to  my  happiness  to  hear  from  you  ;  and  that,  in  these  times  of  possi- 
ble danger,  the  mind  of  an  anxious  and  tender  friend  is  busy  in  assigning 
such  reasons  for  your  total  silence  as  must  needs  be  distressing.  For  God's 
sake,  my  dear  Oliver,  remove  my  anxiety,  if  it  is  happily  in  your  power. 
All  your  family  lament  your  silence.  I  hope  you  enjoy  as  much  health 
as  they  all  do,  exclusive  of  your  father,  wlio  has  been  for  ten  days  past 
confined  to  his  room  with  the  gout.  The  pain  of  it  is  in  general  better  sus- 
taineJ,  as  'tis  said  to  be  instrumental  in  carrying  off  other  disorders. 

One  ought  in  all  things  to  have  superior  fortitude  in  these  times.  I 
think  they  appear  very  threatening ;  but  you  are  not  to  expect  any  intelli- 
gence from  me,  though  I  should  imagine  every  person  fiee  to  write  on  pub- 
lick  transactions.  Mr.  Washington's  colleague, Colonel Lte.'is expected 
to-day  in  JVeia-York.  It  is  imagined  he  is  going  to  Philadelphia,  which 
I  believe  is  a  right  conjecture.  He  seems  so  fond  of  writing,  that  I  could 
wish  he  had  turned  author,  as  the  most  harmless  profession,  though  mis- 
chief has  often  happened  from  the  pen  as  well  as  the  sword.  I  wish  the 
latter  was  never  to  be  drawn  in  Jlmerita.ani  that  the  re-establishment  of 
publick  tranquillity  would  be  proclaimed.  Till  that  blest  period  arrives,  I 
shall  not  know  a  moment's  peace.  It  is  no  small  diminution  of  ray  hap- 
piness that  Government  does  not  permit  any  more  packets  for  A'ew-  York. 
That  of  September  was  the  last.  It  is  very  unfortunate  for  me  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  comfort  which  I  usually  received  from  the  letters  of  my  dear 
children  and  worthy  friends.  There  is  not  mJlmerica  an  individual  so 
much  hurt  by  the  unhappy  affairs  in  .Imerica  as  I  am.  If  I  had  the  desira- 
ble hap|iiness  of  being  near  you.  I  could  easily,  my  dear  Oliver,  convince 
you  of  the  truth  of  my  assertion.  I  fear  my  numerous  letters  are  rather 
unacceptable  to  you,  or  you  would  give  me  some  encouragement  to  follow 
my  inclination  of  expatiating  largely  on  many  subjects.  That  of  my  ex- 
treme tenderness  for  you  is  too  near  my  heart  to  be  silent,  when  1  know 
of  a  conveyance ;  and  must  again  repeat  my  earnest  entreaties  for  a  letter 
the  earliest  opportunity.  If  you  love  me  I  shall  expect  your  indulgence. 
Consider,  my  dear  Oliver,  it  is  your  affectionate  mother  that  thus  solicits, 
and  that  she  is  deprived  of  loo  many  comforts  in  the  evening  of  her  life. 

I  was  unhappy  last  week  to  hear  that  a  Jersey  Battalion  was  gone  to 
Long-Island,  as  your  dear  brother  resides  there  ;  but  it  was  only  to  dis- 
arm a  County ,  not  near  him.  These  things  will  happen  at  such  a  period. 
How  I  wish  for  peace. 

Our  septennial  Assembly  is  now  dissolved,  and  will  be  re-elected  next 
month.  1  hear  four  of  our  Delegates  are  candidates  for  this  city,  and  that 
Oliver  lie  Lanceij  will  offer  himself  for  the  Borough  of  Westchester.  So 
I  presume  he  ha.s  done  with  the  Navy.  If  you  hear  from  England,  pray 
let  me  know,  for,  next  to  hearing  from  you,  it  is  my  great  object,  and  I  see 
no  prospect  of  any  direct  conveyance  from  there.  I  have  now  only  to 
add  my  most  earnest  request  that  you  will  take  all  imaginable  care  of 
yourself.  Consider  how  nearly  I  concern  myself  in  your  health  and  hap- 
piness ;  and  there  are  many  others  who  are  almost  as  tenderly  attached 
to  you,  and  are  ever  anxious  for  your  safety.  I  need  not  point  out  to  you 
to  fortily  your  mind  with  pious  jihilosophy,  as  I  have  every  reason  to  be 
convinced  that  you  act  from  the  best  principles ;  and  may  you  walk  be- 
fore God  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  enjoy  perfect  happiness. 

Adieu,  my  dearest  Oliver,  and  preserve  in  remembrance  the  tenderness 
of  your  affectionate  mother  and  friend,  P.  Dk  L.\NCEY. 

To  Captain  De  Lancey,  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Light  Dragoons, 

Boston. 

Your  father,  brothers,  and  sisters,  most  heartily  salute  you.  Char- 
lotte was  near  going  to  England,  but  the  vessel  was  too  crowded.  You  will 
doubtless  hear  the  Quebeck  intelligence.  Pray  write  to  me.  Mrs.  Jones's 
kind  love  to  you.     I  hope  you  are  warm  and  comfortable. 

Asia,  Nkw-Yohk,  February  21,  1776. 

Deak  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  I  have  uncommon 
success  considering  my  situation ;  the  which  I  have  fully  laid  before 
his  Excellency  General  Iloive.  J^ee  and  his  ragamuffins  have  so  changed 
the  face  only  of  affairs  here,  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  sec  Mr.  Mensiej 
but  expect  to  have  that  pleasure  soon.  I  have  directed  Mr.  JMensie  to 
move  my  family  to  Long-Island  with  his  own.  I  understand  they  arc 
all  to  be  turned  off  the  farms  they  now  possess,  if  their  persons  are  not  in- 
jured. I  would  willingly  compound  with  the  loss  of  what  moveables 
we  left  behind  us.  Governour  Tryon  has  promised  to  recommend  Mr. 
Thomas  Lysten  as  my  Ensign ;  he  is  brother-in-law  to  Mr.  JHensie.  Any 
interest  you  can  make  for  him  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  him 
and  your  humble  servant.  I  have  got  near  forty  recruits,  and  I  make 
no  doubt  I  shall  have  upwards  of  one  hundred  before  I  can  have  an 
answer  from  Boston.  Arms  and  ammunition,  cash  and  clothing,  will  be 
much  wanted.  Since  I  wrote  his  Excellency,  I  understand  J,ee  goes  to 
command  in  Canada.  I  make  no  doubt  you  have  heard  the  disaster  the 
Rebels  have  met  with  before  Quebeck;  and  Schuyler  comes  to  take  the 
command  here.  Please  acquaint  his  Excellency  therewith,  though  I  make 
no  doubt  Governour  Tiyon,  who  has  greater  opportunities  of  getting  in- 
telligence, will  give  his  Excellency  the  fullest  information,  though  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  do  my  utmost  in  every  respect  for  the  good  of  the  service. 


Colonel  Lott  came  into  the  Committee,  and  returned 
EHas  Brevoort,  Esquire,  to  be  Captain  of  the  Company  of 
Militia  of  Foot,  in  Beat  No.  -26,  in  the  Third  Regiment, 

Pork,  flour,  and  beef,  might  be  had  here,  if  we  had  some  cruisers  to  scour 
the  channel  between  Long-Island,  the  main,  and  Hudson's  River.  I  am 
afraid  the  Rebels  will  destroy  all  the  provisions  along  the  sea-coast  before 
either  cruisers  or  troops  arrive.  The  friends  to  Government  are  much 
harassed  at  present ;  and  many  of  the  poorer  sort  arc  forced  into  their 
service  for  want  of  other  employment  whereby  to  support  themselves  and 
families.  I  am  afraid  I  have  encroached  on  your  time,  and  therefore 
shall  add  no  more. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obliged,  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  GRANT. 
For  Captain  Robert  McKensie,  Secretary  to  General  Howe,  Boston. 

P.  8.  Upon  being  ordered  on  board  here,  I  waited  on  Captain  I'arker, 
but  found  he  had  no  instructions  about  me.  I  have  bespoke  a  fine  par- 
cel of  A'ewtown  pippins,  for  his  Excellency  and  other  friends  at  Boston. 
I  wish  the  Rebels  may  not  destroy  them.  1  have  no  where  to  put  them  in 
my  present  situation. 

Asia,  New-Youk,  FeAtuari/ 21,  1776. 

Drab  Sin  :  The  alteration  here  since  I  left  this  place  last,  has  impe- 
ded my  business  much,  though  I  have  got  between  thirty  and  forty  fine  re- 
cruits. If  we  had  a  convenient  vessel,  I  make  no  doubt  I  could  get  as  many 
as  she  would  contain  in  a  few  weeks.  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing  any  of  the  people  you  sent  messages  to  by  me.  I  shall  take  the  first 
opportunity  of  acquainting  Mrs.  ^McDonald  of  your  intended  favour; 
though  I  am  apprehensive  she  will  be  puzzled  to  find  any  person  that  dare 
accept  of  hir  bill.  I  have  acquainted  his  Excellency  with  my  own  state, 
as  well  as  the  state  of  publick  affairs,  as  far  as  comes  within  my  pre- 
scribed circle.  Arms,  ammuniiion,  cash,  clothing,  and  provisions,  would 
at  present  be  very  acceptable  to  the  recruits.  Lachlan  McDonald  went 
along  with  General  Clinton,  with  eighteen  recruits.  The  Glasgow  packet 
got  into  the  Hook  several  days  after  us,  but  did  not  come  up  to  town. 
The  opportunity  by  which  this  goes  to  you,  is  so  suddenly  ordered  for 
that  service,  that  I  am  obliged  to  be  more  concise  than  I  would  incline. 
My  best  respects  to  you.  Major  Skene,  and  other  acquaintances ;  and  I  am, 
with  respect,  dear  sir,  your  much  obliged  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  GRANT. 

For  Major  John  Small,  of  the  Royal  Highland  Emigrants,  Boston. 

I  had  the  honour  ot  answering  your  Excellency's  letter  by  the  way  of 
J\/'ew-Orleans,  the  12th  of  June  last;  since  which  time  we  have  had  a 
prodigious  number  of  Sacks  and  Renards,  and  several  other  nations  who 
inhabit  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Bay.  The  oldest  inhabitant 
never  remembers  to  have  seen  such  numbers.  In  one  week  there  were 
not  less  than  five  hundred.  They  attacked  a  party  of  the  Indians  in  this 
country  on  their  summer  hunt  in  the  prairies ;  kilted  and  took  prisoners, 
men,  women  and  children,  sixty ;  in  consequence  of  which  they  have  been 
obliged  to  fly  down  the  Mississippi,  being  no  longer  able  to  maintain  their 
ground  against  such  powerful  enemies.  I  have  recommended  to  them  to 
settle  OH  the  English  side  of  the  Miss  ssippi,  believing  they  might  be  of 
service  to  the  new  settlers,  by  furnishing  them  with  meat.  I  also  wrote 
to  the  Superintendent,  recommending  them  to  his  protection,  as  a  quiet 
people,  well  attached  to  the  English.  I  hope  your  Excellency  will 
approve  of  my  conduct  with  regard  to  these  unhappy  people.  The  in- 
habitants are  extremely  alarmed  at  the  thoughts  of  changing  their  old 
neighbours,  the  Illinois,  for  some  of  the  other  nations.  The  Sacks  and 
Renards  told  me  in  council  that  it  was  their  intention  to  settle  here  as 
soon  as  they  had  accomplished  their  design  of  driving  out  of  the  country 
all  the  Illinois  and  Peoria  Indians,  which  I  believe  to  be  done ;  so  that 
perhaps  next  spring  they  may  take  possession.  I  wish  they  may  be  as 
quiet  neighbours  as  the  Illinois,  although  I  greatly  fear  otherwise,  as  these 
people  are,  when  the  weakest,  always  civil,  and  when  strongest,  always  as 
surely  the  reverse.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  give  them  a  favourable 
opinion  of  us.  I  expect  every  moment  a  party  of  one  hundred  and  fifty; 
some  of  the  inhabitants  saw  them  last  night  near  the  village.  Your  Ex- 
cellency must  not  be  surprised  that  such  large  parties,  and  so  frequent, 
should  greatly  increase  the  expenses  in  the  Indian  Department ;  and  also 
augment  the  consumption  ol  provisions ;  notwithstanding  I  shall  do  all  in 
my  power  to  satisfy  them  with  little,  at  all  times  a  difficult  task,  and  fre- 
quently impossible.  I  send  this  by  the  way  of  JVew-Orleans ;  no  oppor- 
tunity offering  by  any  other  mode.  There  has  not  come  here  any  one 
from  Fort-Pitt  since  the  Shawanee  war  ended.  By  the  last  boats  from 
JVew- Orleans  there  came  a  report  that  the  Ohio  was  again  shut  up,  and 
a  number  of  families  in  consequence  detained  at  Fort-Pitt. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  all  possible  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  obedient,  and  most  humble  servant,  HUGH  LORD. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Honourable  Lieutenant-General  Gage,  Captain 

General  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  all  His  Majesty's  Forces  in  JVorth- 

.imerica,  at  Boston.  

New- York,  February  26,  1776. 

Deaii  Sib  :  You  will  excuse  my  troubling  you  with  the  enclosed  bill,* 
which  I  beg  you  will  receive  in  a  sterling  bill  of  exchange,  if  to  be  had, 
and  remit  it  to  Mr.  Benson  Fearon,  Merchant,  in  London,  advising  me 
of  it  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  must  not  omit  mentioning  to  you,  that 
the  first  bill  was  remitted  to  Mr.  Harry  Lloyd,  who  never  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  it ;  and  therefore  it  probably  miscarried.  Your  negotiating 
this  matter  will  lay  me  under  a  great  obligation  ;  but  in  return,  you  know, 
if  I  can  render  you  any  service  this  way,  you  have  only  to  command  me. 
I  have  not  had  one  line  from  you  since  the  atVair  at  I^ejcington  ;  nor  from 
Sukey  since  she  left  us.  Mrs.  Fox-croft  and  my  little  girls  are  well. 
She  joins  me  in  sincere  regards  to  you  and  family. 

I  am  yours,  as  ever,  JOHN  FOXCROFT. 

To  Tuthil  Ilulbart,  in  Boston. 

P.  S.    Should  be  glad  to  hear  how  your  office  accounts  stand.     If 

•  The  liill  referred  to  in  this  letter  was  taken  out  by  Captain  ^ckt,  who  was  per 
mitted  by  tiie  Congress,  as  appears  by  his  certificate. 
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whereof  Colonel  hott  is  Colonel ;  the  said  Elias  Brcvoort 
liaving  been  elected  in  the  stead  of  John  Gregsr,  who  is 
disqualified,  and  confined  in  the  Barrack  Guard -House  for 
conduct  inimical  to  his  country. 

Mr.  Uoyd  has  received  the  money,  he  will  receive  an  order  to  pay  it  to 
you  by  this  opportunity.  If  he  does,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  remit  it  as 
above.  ,        J.  F. 

Asia,  New-Youk,  Februanj  21,  1776. 

Mr  i)Ein  Majob  :  Yon  may  easily  imagine  how  much  I  am  disap- 
pointed in  the  Viper's  not  being  yet  arrived.  1  should  have  come  around 
at  the  time  ^x. Grant  did,  had  it  not  been  for  the  promise  I  made  Colonel 
Leslie,  not  to  come  without  his  permission.  Mr.  Grant  tills  me  you  in- 
formed him  that  you  expected  me  at  Jfoaton  ;  upon  which  authority  I 
should  have  come  around  now,  had  I  not  been  afraid  of  missing  a  pas- 
sage to  Europe,  in  case  the  ship  that  relieves  us  should  now  be  on  her 
way  here ;  and  if  she  is  not,  I  am  not  sure  of  a  passage  from  Jioston  to 
this  place  again,  in  case  the  Colonel  does  not  think  proper  to  do 
anything  for  me,  as  I  nm  much  afraid  he  will  not,  as  I  am  credibly 
informed  he  could  easily  have  procured  a  Company  in  the  Jioyal  ^imeri' 
cans  for  me,  and  that  you  had  proposed  it  to  him,  but  that  he  declined 
doing  anything  in  the  matter;  and  so  it  dropped.  Cruel,  unnatural 
uncle !  Where  is  all  that  goodness  of  heart  Colonel  Leslie's  friends 
boast  he  is  possessed  of,  and  that  I  have  so  often  heard  you,  my  dear 
Major,  talk  of.  1  believe  he  either  left  it  in  Europe,  or  Captain  fiteieart 
has  deprived  him  of  it,  as  I  cannot  help  imagining  him  the  author  of  all 
the  unjust  reports  which,  I  am  well  assured,  he  has  always  taken  such 
pains  to  trumpet  into  the  Colonel's  ears  against  me. 

I  am  surprised  the  Colonel  did  not  even  deign  to  write  me  per  the 
I'lienix.  Common  civility,  especially  from  the  polite  Colonel,  would 
have  induced  him  to  answer  a  stranger ;  but  a  nephew  is  not  worth  bc- 
Blnwing  so  much  time  upon.  But,  indeed,  he  has  a  very  good  reason — 
"  I  am  not  the  penitent,"  he  says.  I  wish  I  knew  how  to  convince  him ; 
but  that  I  despair  to  do.  As  matters  are  now  come  to  the  worst  they  can 
arrive  at  with  me,  I  will  be  plain  and  honest  with  you  as  to  my  inten- 
tions. If  the  Colonel  and  you  will  assure  me  of  a  Company  in  the 
Jioyal  Ameiicans,  I  will  come  round  to  Jioston  by  the  first  opportunity  ; 
if  not,  I  shall  go  home  in  the  Jisia.  I  should  have  gone  home  in  the 
Sampson  ;  but  after  I  had  secured  a  passage,  Colonel  Dalrymple,  who 
freighted  half  of  the  ship,  would  not  allow  of  it ;  for  which  civility  the 
Colonel  and  I  must  settle  accounts  the  first  time  we  meet.  I  should  not 
have  permitted  him  to  depart  without  a  turn  or  two  on  Governour's 
Jsland,  only  I  was  afraid  of  oflending  Captain  Vandeput,  who  has  been 
a  second  father  to  me.  However,  we  may  probably  meet  some  other 
time.  If  we  do  not  soon,  I  shall  make  it  my  business  to  throw  myself 
in  his  way.    But  enough  of  this. 

I  have  now,  my  dear  Major,  told  you  my  intention,  which  I  beg  you 
will  inform  the  Colonel  of,  and  let  me  know  his  determination  by  the 
first  opportunity,  as  I  am  determined  to  go  home,  and  know  from  my 
father's  own  mouth  what  I  am  to  trust  to,  unless  the  Colonel  promotes 
me  in  the  Army.  If  home-bound,  it  will  be  necessary  the  Colonel  send 
me  some  cash.  I  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Hoosfall,  who  informs  me 
you  proposed  making  me  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Seventy-First,  and  hopes, 
by  the  conveyance  she  sent  it,  I  will  have  a  certainty  of  it.  Write  fully 
Colonel  ici/iVs  mind — you  are  well  acquainted  with  it.  Let  me  know 
if  there  is  a  single  grain  of  affection  in  it  for  me.  What  you  tell  me 
shall  never  go  farther.  The  ship  is  now  under  sail.  I  have  no  more  time 
but  to  assure  you  that  I  am  your  obliged  friend  and  humble  servant. 
To  Major  Small,  Boston.  _  ROSEHILL. 

Halifax,  .August  29,  1775, 

Dear  Sib  :  As  the  very  disagreeable  situation  of  the  quarrel  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies  makes  us  very  anxious  about  the  security 
of  the  little  property  we  have  on  your  side  the  .,'illaritick,  and  though 
we  are  well  convinced  of  your  honour  from  all  our  friends,  yet  we  hope 
you  will  not  charge  us  with  an  unbecoming  boldness  in  begging  the 
favour  of  you  to  make  us  a  remittance  for  the  last  year's  invoices,  being 
really  distressed  by  the  dishonouring  of  some  bills  from  America  to  a 
considerable  amount,  as  well  as  desirous  of  being  relieved  from  the 
anxiety  we  cannot  but  feel  for  the  state  of  your  property  in  such  unset- 
tled times. 

Praying  your  speedy  and  favourable  attention  to  this  request,  and 
assuring  you  how  liappy  we  shall  be  in  the  continuance  of  your  corres- 
pondence when  the  times  wear  a  more  favourable  aspect,  wc  are,  with 
esteem  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  assured  servants, 

CHRISTOPHER  RAW  SON  &  SONS. 
To  Mr.  John  Greenloie,  Merchant,  Boston,  J^i'e-w-England. 

Nkw-Yobk,  January  24,  1776. 

Sib  :  I  take  this  favourable  opportunity  to  acquaint  you  that  I  am  in 
good  health,  bless  God!  and  hope  this  will  find  you  in  the  same.  I 
am  now  in  confinement  in  the  City-Hall,  of  the  city  oi JVew-Vork,  but 
hope  to  be  soon  released  therefrom ;  and  as  soon  as  that  happens,  I  shall 
pay  you  a  visit,  if  nothing  extraordinary  happens.  The  bearer  hereof  is 
a  gentleman,  and  a  fiiend  of  mine  ;  therefore  let  him  be  yours,  and  you 
will  find  him  worthy  your  acquaintance.  He  is  a  man  of  sense  and 
education,  and  courage ;  if  you  can  serve  him  in  any  respect,  please  do 
it,  and  it  will  oblige  me, 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

PETER  GANTER. 
To  Mr,  William  Cunningham,  Boston.  Per  favour  of  Mr.  JVilliam  Elder. 

Asia,  sow  ltino  at  New- York,  ^ 
February  21,  1776.  5 
Sear  Brother  :  I  take  this  opportunity  to  write  to  you,  hoping  these 
few  lines  will  find  you  in  as  good  a  state  of  health  as  I  enjoy  at  present, 
(thanks  be  to  God  for  it !)  But,  dear  brother,  I  think  it  is  a  little  cold 
of  you  not  to  send  me  a  letter,  as  you  had  the  fairest  opportunity  ;  for 
I  should  have  sent  to  you  before,  but  it  is  a  nice  point  to  get  a  letter 
anywhere  since  the  port  has  been  stopped  up.     We  did  expect  to  have 


Ordered,  That  his  Commission  issue.  And  it  was  issued 
accordingly, 

A  Return  from  Colonel  Jacobus  Swartwout  was  read  and 
filed.     He  thereby  returns  the  Officei-s  of  a  Company  of 

the  Chatham  round  here  to  relieve  us ;  but  we  hear  the  Preston  has 
gone  home,  and  wc  expect  she  will  stay  in  her  room.  But  still,  as  the 
ship  is  coming  out,  J  dare  say  wc  shall  have  some  one  here  to  relieve  us. 
And,  dear  brother,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  if  you  have  got  a  letter 
from  our  father,  and  whether  you  have  hearil  from  our  brother  James,  or 
no.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  him  ;  and  if  you  have,  do  not 
forget  to  let  me  know  in  the  return  of  your  letter.  I  should  be  very  glad 
to  have  an  answer  from  you,  to  know  how  you  are,  and  in  what  situation 
you  are ;  for  wc  have  been  pretty  easy  here ;  but  since  this  General  Lee 
has  been  here  with  his  troops,  wc  have  been  a  little  restless ;  but  still 
stop  their  trade.  They  have  likewise  taken  between  seventy  and  eighty 
pieces  of  cannon  out  of  the  North  Battery,  and  fortified  the  town  very 
sirong  againrit  us  ;  but  still  that  does  not  give  us  the  least  concern,  for 
it  lies  to  our  mercy  at  any  time.  So,  dear  brother,  do  not  forget  to  let 
me  hear  from  you,  and  how  affairs  go  on  at  present  at  Boston. 
So  no  more  at  present,  from  your  ever  loving  brother  till  death, 

SAMUEL  TULK. 
To  John  Tnlk,  on  board  of  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Lively,  at  Boston. 

New- York,  December  17,  1775, 

Sir  :  Herewith  you  have  the  certificate  for  pay  of  the  vessels;  which 
be  so  good  as  to  get  signed,  and  forward  the  first  and  second  to  Mr.  Black- 
burn, and  send  the  third  here,  per  first  conveyance.  Those  sent  per  Mr, 
J\rixon,  he  was  obliged  to  destroy. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  for  Mr.  Pinny  Tl'hite,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  SICKLES, 

To  Jlenry  Lloyd,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Direct  to  Mr.  White,  as  usual. 

New- York,  February  29, 1776, 

Dear  Jack  :  Notwithstanding  my  having  acquainted  you,  in  my 
former  letters,  of  my  intention  to  stay  in  .imerica  till  May,  yet,  as 
things  have  turned  out,  I  dare  say  you  will  be  somewhat  surprised  to  see 
this  dated  from  a  place  which  many  things  will  have  concurred  to  make 
you  conclude  has  long  before  this  been  just  in  the  same  situation  with 
Charlesto-iun,  near  Boston,  and  JVorfolk,  in  Virginia.  Though  I  must 
confess  that  I  look  upon  this  town,  in  particular,  to  be  in  a  galloping 
consumption,  and  though  most  of  the  inhabitants  have  forsaken  it,  yet 
I  have  not  been  able  to  prevail  upon  myself  to  follow  their  example,  as 
I  must,  in  going  to  the  country,  lose  the  benefit  of  a  master  with  whom 
I  am  eagerly  studying  some  things  which  are  as  satisfactory  at  present 
as  they  will  be  necessary  hereafter.  I  am  now  transacting  some  business, 
which,  if  I  can  get  settled  according  to  my  mind,  will  oblige  me  to  return 
to  Jamaica  by  the  way  of  London  ;  and  it  depends  upon  this  business 
whether  I  see  you  very  soon,  if  in  J^ondon,  or  persist  in  my  former 
intention  of  staying  here  till  May.  My  time  is  short;  so  you  must 
excuse  this  unsatisfactory  mcihod  of  writing  to  one  who  should  know 
all  ray  actions,  and  reasons  why. 

My  complaint  still  continues  to  give  me  uneasiness,  though  my  appear- 
ance is  healthy  in  the  highest  degree,  my  appetite  keen,  and  am  lustier 
than  ever  I  was.  I  wrote  you  on  the  25th  of  December.  I  don't 
remember  the  subject,  nor  have  I  time  at  present  to  look  at  the  copy.  I 
received,  sometime  ago,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sterling.  He  is  the  only 
person  in  Jamaica  from  whom  I  have  heard  since  my  arrival  in  this 
country.     I  pray  remember  me  to  everybody. 

I  am,  dear  brother,  yours,  sincerely,  JAMES  CAMPBELL. 

To  Mr.  John  Campbell.     To  the  care  of  William  Junes,  Esq.,  Merchant, 

London. 

Asia,  February  7,  1776, 

Dear  Sir  :  I  suppose,  by  this  time,  you  have  heard  of  my  situation ; 
but,  thank  God,  I  have  escaped  that  villanous  treachery  in  attempting  to 
make  a  prisoner  of  me  for  bringing  intelligence  on  board  the  King's 
ships,  which  I  now  dare  to  say  they  were  not  far  out.  f'aptain  Vandeput 
has  treated  me  very  kindly,  and  has  recommended  me  to  General  Clinton, 
who  sails  on  a  secret  expedition  to-morrow,  on  board  the  Mercury,  I 
believe  for  Virginia,  but  is  kept  a  profound  secret.  He  has  got  a  num- 
ber of  recruits  on  board  the  transport.  I  shall  embrace  this  opportunity 
of  going  with  him,  as  I  make  no  doubt,  from  what  Captain  Vandeput 
told  me,  I  shall  meet  with  success.  It  distressed  me  beyond  expression 
that  I  had  it  not  in  my  power  to  bid  you  farewell;  but  when  you  con- 
sider my  situation,  I  need  not  make  an  apology,  as  I  am  persuaded  it  will 
be  the  last  letter  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you.  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  many  civilities  and  kind 
friendship  you  have  shown  me  since  I  had  the  honour  of  your  acquain- 
tance. As  I  have  not  time  to  write  to  my  iViends  in  Ireland,  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  you  to  acquaint  them  with  my  intentions.  I  need  not 
dwell  any  further  on  that  subject,  as  I  make  no  doubt  you  will  do  all  that 
is  in  your  power  for  my  interest,  and  take  the  earliest  opportunity.  It 
grieves  me  beyond  expression  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to 
you  at  this  present  time;  but  having  no  other  friend  with  whom  I  may 
take  this  liberty,  induces  me  to  be  troublesome.  My  situation  here  is  so 
distressing,  that  I  am  unable  to  make  it  appear ;  though  I  thank  God  I 
have  a  fine  prospect  of  doing  well.  I  have  not  got  a  second  shirt  nor 
stockings;  in  short,  I  have  not  got  a  second  bit  of  clothes  of  any  kind 
to  put  on,  except  what  I  have  on ;  therefore  shall  be  much  obliged  to 
you  to  let  mc  have  some  little  of  your  old  clothes.  I  should  not  make 
this  application,  but  believe  me,  dear  sir,  to  be  under  the  greatest  distress; 
80  I  hope  you  will  give  me  some  little  things.  I  have  not  one  shilling  to 
buy  me  anything.  I  should  not  make  these  bold  requests,  but  imagine 
father  will  pay  you  for  your  expense.  Excuse  me  for  this  liberty  of 
mentioning  your  being  paid  again ;  but  do  assure  you  I  look  on  it  as 
charity,  not  as  any  interest.     I  hope  you  will  excuse  haste  and  trouble. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  McDERMOTT, 
To  John  Kelly. 
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Minute-men,  raised  for  his  Regiment,  and  wiiich  Lord  Stir- 
ling has  requested  may  be  sent  to  tliis  City,  to  wit :  William 
Clarke,  Captain  ;  Gilbert  Strong,  First  Lieutenant ;  and 
Abraham  Htjat,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen. 
And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

Mr.  Oliver  Templeton  applied  for  liberty  to  go  on  board 
the  Ship  Fhenix,  to  obtain  leave  of  Captain  Parlcer  for  the 
vessel  loaded  by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress  to  go  to 
sea. 

An  oath  was  administered  to  Mr.  Templeton,  in  the  words 
following : 

"  You  do  solemnly  swear  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  that  you  will  not  give  any  intelligence  or 
information  whatever  to  any  person  or  persons  on  board  of 
the  ships-of-war  in  this  harbour,  or  or  board  of  Govemour 
Tryon's  ship,  or  the  Packet,  or  any  of  them,  relative  to  any 
Fortifications  erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  Colo- 
ny; and  that  you  will  not  carry  on  board  any  or  either  of  the 
said  vessels,  or  deliver  to  any  person  on  board  of  or  belong- 
ing to  the  said  vessels,  any  letter  or  paper  writing,  until  you 
shall  have  read  the  same,  and  know  that  it  does  not  contain 
any  information  relative  to  the  said  Fortifications,  or  any  of 
them.     So  help  you  God." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Oliver  Templeton  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, permitted  to  go  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Fhenix 
with  the  Port-Master,  and  to  return,  he  having  been  previ- 
ously sworn  that  he  will  not  convey  any  intelligence  relative 
to  the  Fortifications  erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and 
Colony. 

The  Account  of  Christopher  Duyckinck  and  his  Com- 
pany, for  going  to  Nassau-Island,  and  tarrying  sundry  days, 
by  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  to  attempt  to  take  a 
pilot,  w^as  brought  into  the  Committee  and  read :  it  amounts 
to  forty-four  Pounds  one  Shilling  and  six  Pence,  only. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  submitted  to  the  Auditors,  or  Pay- 
Table  Board. 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  case  of  John 
Young,  brought  from  Easthampton,  now  a  prisoner  at  the 
Barracks,  and  the  Letters  and  Examinations  relating  to  him. 
And  thereupon  made  the  following  order,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  John  Young,  a  native,  and  the  son  of  a 
gentleman  of  Philadelphia,  who,  contrary  to  the  will  of  his 
father,  has  entered  as  a  volunteer  into  the  Ministerial  ser- 
vice, and  is  now  in  custody  in  the  Barracks  of  this  City, 
be  safely  conveyed  to  Philadelphia,  together  with  certified 
copies  of  the  several  Letters  of  recommendation-found  upon 
him  in  his  passage  to  Boston ;  and  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Stirling  is  hereby  requested  to  supply  such 
Guard,  and  furnish  such  other  necessary  means  for  the  safe 
conveyance  of  the  said  John  Young  to  Philadelphia,  so  as 
his  Lordship  shall  think  proper. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  at  Philadelphia  was 
read  and  approved ;  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  March  18,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  unhappy  excursions  of  the  son  of  any 
gentleman  friendly  to  the  general  interests  of  America,  give 
us  great  pain.  Upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Young,  we  thought 
the  best  thing  we  could  do  would  be  to  secure  his  con- 
veyance to  your  Committee,  not  doubting  that  the  good 
sense  of  the  parent,  co-operating  witii  filial  piety,  will  bring 
the  young  gentleman  to  a  proper  sense  of  his  duty.  We  en- 
close the  papers  necessary  to  elucidate  his  case ;  and  are,  with 
great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
To  the  General  Committee  of  Association. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Ciiairman,  and  transmitted  ;  and  the  Secretaries  pre- 
pare and  enclose  therein  copies  of  the  sundry  Letters  and 
papers  brought  from  Easthampton,  which  relate  to  the  said 
John  Young. 

A  long  Letter  from  Jacamiah  Allen,  bearing  date  on  the 
16th  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs  that 
eighty-two  of  the  Guns  beyond  King's  Bridge  arc  cleared 
and  unspiked ;  that  he  will  be  able  to  complete  the  whole 
in  three  weeks  from  the  date  thereof,  and  he  thereby  offers 
his  services  to  guard  those  Guns  for  on»-half  of  what  David 
Barclay  gets. 


A  Letter  from  Abraham  Lent,  Esquire,  Colonel  of  the 
Orangctown  Regiment,  bearing  date  the  17th  instant,  was 
read  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs  that  he  has  received 
the  Resolution  and  Order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the 
13th  instant,  for  sending  a  number  of  men  from  his  Regi- 
ment to  New-  York.  He  thereby  proposes  to  send  a  Captain, 
and  set  of  Officers  for  a  Minute  Company,  and  requests  an 
explanation  of  the  Order,  which  he  appears  to  have  misun- 
derstood. 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  Colonel  Lent  was  read  and  ap- 
proved of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  received  yours  of  yesterday,  and  have  only 
to  observe,  that  only  a  Lieutenant's  party  was  to  be  taken 
from  your  Regiment.  And  as  for  your  Minute-men,  we 
would  remind  you  that  there  can  be  no  such  thing  unless  • 
a  Company  is  regularly  formed ;  therefore  advise  you  to 
send  down  with  all  convenient  speed  the  thirty-five  men 
wrote  for,  with  a  First  Lieutenant  and  Ensign,  with  Non- 
commissioned Officers  in  the  same  proportion. 

We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order  of  the  Committee. 
Colonel  Abraham  Lent,  Orange. 

Mr.  Paulding,  one  of  the  Members,  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that  several  of  the  Members  from  Westchester  County, 
conceiving  that  they  were  directed  to  purchase  Pork  for  a 
Magazine,  were  purchasing  quantities  for  that  purpose ;  tliat 
Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  by  a  late  Order  of  the  Congress, 
was  also  purchasing  the  whole  quantity  directed  to  be  stored 
in  that  County,  whereby  there  is  danger  that  the  said  article 
of  Provisions  may  be  purchased  at  an  exorbitant  price. 
Thereupon,  the  Committee  came  to  the  determination  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Whereas  different  appointments  have  been  made  by  the 
Provincial  Congress  for  the  purchase  of  barrelled  Pork  for 
the  publick  service,  in  Westchester  County, 

It  is  therefore  Ordered,  That  no  person  employed  in  that 
service  pay  more  for  that  article  of  Provision  than  four  Pounds     / 
per  barrel,  subject  to  the  expense  of  the  sellers  for  cartage 
to  the  place  of  delivery  in  the  County. 

Captain  Wynkoop  attended  the  Committee,  and  informed 
that,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, given  to  him  on last,  he  had  called  on 

Major  Douglass,  and  delivered  to  him  a  copy  of  General 
Schuyler's  letter  of  the  —  instant,  relating  to  the  service  ou 
the  Lakes  ;  that  Major  Douglass  declined  giving  him  any 
definitive  answer  on  that  subject;  and  intimated,  that  if  he 
did  undertake  that  service  he  would  not  be  able  to  attend 
it  sooner  than  two  months  hence. 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Major  Douglass  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  March  18,  1776. 

Sir  :  A  gentleman  engaged  in  the  publick  service  should 
always  be  ready  to  determine  upon  any  question  of  service 
submitted  to  his  option.  Mr.  Wynkoop,  we  are  informed, 
communicated  to  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Major-Ge- 
neral  Schuyler,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Continental 
Congress  has  reserved  for  you  the  office  of  Commodore  on 
the  Lakes,  and  designated  Captain  Wynkoop  for  service 
under  you  in  that  department.  The  General  has  recom- 
mended Mr.  Wynkoop  to  that  command,  in  case  of  your 
refusal.  Lest  you  should  have  forgotten  the  contents  of  the 
General's  letter,  we  enclose  you  a  copy  of  it.  We  request 
your  immediate  answer.  If  you  accept  of  the  appointment, 
we  expect  you  will  stand  ready  at  a  minute's  notice  for  the 
execution  of  duty  whenever  the  service  requires  it. 
We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety. 
To  Major  Douglass. 

A  long  Letter  from  Colonel  Isaac  NicoU,  at  the  Fortifi- 
cations in  the  Highlands,  dated  the  15th  instant,  was  read^ 
and  filed.  Amongst  otlier  things,  he  therein  complains  of 
many  inconveniences  at  the  Post  for  want  of  a  Commissary 
of  Provisions  and  Barrack  furniture,  and  encloses  an  account 
of  Ammunition  supplied  by  the  Commissioners  to  Captain 
Samuel  Raymond,  and  not  returned ;  which  Account  is  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit : 
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*'  Captain  Samuel  Raymond,  Dr. 

"To  ammunilion  delivered,  v 

"  Jamtary,  1776,  By  the  Commissioners,  and  not  returned  : 

"  Powder, pounds,  16 

"  Musket-Balls, pounds,  29 

"     Do.     Cartridge  Paper, ....     quires,      2 
"  William  Bedlow,       >  /^ 
"Jonathan  Liawrence,  ) 
"Fort  Constitution,  March  8,  1776." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Report  and  Letter  remain  over 
for  consideration,  inquiry,  and  answer. 

A  Return  of  Captain  Benjamin  Egbert's  Company,  from 
Beat  No.  2,  of  the  City  o(  Neio- York,  who  had  been  on 
fatigue  yesterday  at  the  Fortifications,  was  brought  into  the 
Committee,  and  filed. 

Die  Martis,  A.  M.,  March  19,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Joseph  Hallett,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Hallett,  Major  Stoutenburgh,  Cap- 
tain Rutgers,  Mr.  Scott. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Gelston,  Mr.  Hobart. 

For  Tryon. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Morris  Graham,  General  Petnis 
Ten  Broeck. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

Captain  Blauvelt,  from  Orangetown,  attending,  requested 
the  sense  of  the  Committee  whether  the  thirty-five  men  or- 
dered to  this  City,  out  of  Colonel  Lent's  Regiment,  may  not 
come  down  under  the  command  of  a  Captain  and  Ensign. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  thirty-five  privates 
ordered  from  Orangetotvn  may  be  commanded  by  Captain 
Blauvelt  and  his  Ensign. 

John  Griffi,ths  attending,  was  admitted.  He  requested  a 
permit  to  go  on  board  the  Packet,  and  to  return.  Where- 
upon a  permit  was  given  him  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Griffiths  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
permitted  to  go  on  board  the  Packet  with  the  Port-Master, 
and  to  return,  he  having  been  sworn  that  he  will  not  give  or 
convey  any  intelligence  on  board  said  ship,  or  either  of  the 
Ships-of-War,  or  the  Govemour's  ship,  relative  to  the  Fortifi- 
cations erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  Colony. 

Captain  Mercier  applied  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  for 
an  Order  to  take  twenty-five  Water-casks  from  the  Stores, 
for  the  use  of  a  Vessel,  purchased  by  the  Marine  Committee, 
for  an  Armed  Vessel. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Captain  William  Mercier  have 
leave  to  take  immediately  twenty-five  such  Water-casks  as 
he  shall  choose,  of  those  now  in  store  or  yard  near  Warren's 
Wharf,  at  the  Hudson  River ;  the  same  being  for  publick 
use  for  one  of  the  Colony  Armed  Vessels. 

Captain  Mercier  further  informed  the  Committee  that  the 
Blacksmiths,  Carpenters,  and  other  Mechanicks,  who  are,  and 
have  been,  employed  in  making  the  Carriages  for  Cannon, 
are  much  in  want  of  cash  ;  that  three  hundred  Pounds  will 
be  sufficient  to  pay  them,  in  part,  for  the  present. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brvgh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony,  advance  to  William  Mercier  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred Pounds,  on  accoimt,  towards  paying  and  discharging 
the  Accounts  and  Debts  become  due  for  making  Gun-Car- 
riages  :  and  that  the  Treasurer  tak«  Captain  William  Mer- 
cier's  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  Chairman  and  Captain  Rutgers  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that,  in  pursuance  of  the  direction  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  of  the  —  day  of  March,  instant,  they  had  pur- 
chased a  Sloop,  to  be  made  an  Armed  Vessel,  for  the 
defence  of  the  Trade  of  this  and  the  neijrhbourinj;  Colonies  ; 
that  they  had  agreed  to  pay  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and 
thirty  Pounds  for  the  said  Sloop. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Anthony 
Rutgers  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  Pounds,  to  pay 
for  the  said  Vessel;  and  that  the  Treasurer  take  Mr.  Rut- 
_gers's  recei|)t  for  the  same. 

Colonel  Hyer^  Major  Malcom,  and  Captain  Wool,  of  the 


Second  Battalion,  or  Regiment,  of  the  City  o(  New- York, 
came  into  the  Committee.  They  informed  that  they  were 
authorized  by  the  said  Battalion  to  offer  their  service  as  a 
Regiment,  to  be  taken  into  constant  pay  as  Minute-men. 
After  some  conversation  on  that  matter,  the  Committee  in- 
formed those  gentlemen  that  they  would  take  that  matter 
into  consideration,  and  give  them  an  answer  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently they  can  determine. 

Abraham  Lott,  Esquire,  Agent  Victualler,  and  Thomas 
Horsefield,  the  Brewer  at  Brooklyn  Ferry,  at  the  door, 
were  admitted.  They  stated  difficulties  attending  the  send- 
ing on  board  Beer  to  the  ships-of-war,  under  the  attendance 
of  and  with  the  Port-Master  only  ;  as  it  happens  at  times  that 
liis  otiier  necessary  engagements  in  his  duty,  and  going  to 
the  ships  in  the  Harbour,  will  not  permit  him  to  go  at  the 
liours  they  want  his  attendance.  Mr.  Lott  and  Mr.  Horse- 
field  withdrew. 

The  Committee  having  considered  of  the  said  application, 
are  of  opinion,  and  determine  not  to  make  any  alteration  in 
the  mode  fixed  for  supplying  the  ships,  or  either  of  them. 

Mr.  Horsefield  was  called  in,  and  informed  of  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Committee. 

John  Murray,  at  the  door,  was  admitted.  He  requested  a 
permission  to  send  Bread  on  board  of  the  Ship  Dutchess  of 
Gordon.  After  having  fully  lieard  Mr.  Murray,  tlie  Com- 
mittee consent  that  Mr.  Murray  shall  have  a  permit  deliver- 
ed to  the  Port-Master  to  send  five  hundred  weight  of  Bread 
on  board  of  the  said  ship ;  but  that  he  shall  not  have  any 
further  permit  until'  he  produces  an  account  of  the  Provi- 
sions and  Stores  on  board  of  the  said  ship,  for  ship's  use. 

A  Return  from  Asahel  Berry,  the  Officer  of  the  Port- 
Guard,  at  the  North  River,  during  last  night,  and  therein 
said  to  be  made  to  the  Captain  of  the  Main  Guard  at  the 
Lower  Barracks,  was  delivered  to  the  Chairman,  and  read. 

The  Prisoners  therein  mentioned,  except  James  Cofiin, 
being  brought  to  the  door  by  a  Guard,  David  Ketch  and 
PVilliam  Douglass  were  brought  in  and  examined.  Two 
witnesses,  with  respect  to  them,  were  called  in  and  examin-. 
ed.  It  appears  that  David  Ketch  flashed  his  Gim  several 
times  at  some  of  the  Sentinels. 

Ordered,  That  the  Gun  be  examined  whether  it  is  loaded, 
as  the  witnesses  suppose ;  and  that  application  be  made  to  a 
Magistrate  to  bind  over  the  said  David  Ketch,  and  take  sureties 
for  his  keeping  the  peace,  and  being  of  good  behaviour. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  runaway  Negro  therein  mentioned 
be  sent  to  Bridewell,  and  that  the  Overseer  thereof  receive 
and  advertise  him.  That  the  free  Negro  be  discharged ; 
and  that,  until  these  matters  are  done  and  further  order 
given,  the  said  Prisoners  (except  the  free  Negro)  be  returned 
to  the  Guard-House. 

Application  being  made  for  a  permit  to  send  Letters  od 
board  of  the  Packet, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott  and  Colonel  Morris  Graham 
be  a  Committee  to  examine  all  Lettere  designed  to  be  sent 
on  board  of  the  Packet,  before  they  are  sealed,  and  to  retain 
them  until  they  are  sent  on  board  by  the  Port-Master.  That 
those  gentlemen,  on  their  honour,  keep  secret  the  contents 
of  every  Letter  they  may  so  examine,  unless,  in  their  opi- 
nion, it  should  so  far  concern  the  publick  that  they  should 
think  it  their  duty  to  communicate  the  contents  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Inhabitants,  as  occasion  maj 
require,  be  informed  of  this  Order. 

The  case  of  Mr.  John  Delancey,  and  his  complaint  against 
Mr.  John  De  Witt,  Captain  of  the  Militia  in  the  Beat 
where  Mr.  Delancey  resides,  was  sent  in  to  the  Committee. 
For  the  want  of  time  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  it 
is  deferred  for  the  present. 

A  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  relating  to  the  Artillery 
immediately  necessary  to  be  fitted  for  use,  was  read.  A  state 
of  the  whole  Artillery  on  the  Island,  and  of  what  is  necessary 
to  complete  them  to  a  certain  degree ;  and  also  a  separate 
Return  of  the  Cannon,  down  to  Six-Pounders,  inclusive,  and 
of  what  is  necessary  to  complete  them  to  a  certain  degree, 
received  in  Lord  Stirling's  said  Letter,  were  respectively 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Bearer  be  discharged  from  the  door, 
and  that  the  said  Letter  be  taken  into  consideration  this 
afternoon. 
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4to  ho.  P.  M.,  Die  Marlis,  March  19,  17?6. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Mr.  Joseph  Halleit,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  McBougall,  Cap- 
tain Rutgers,  Mr.  Sands,  Major  Stoutcnimrgh.   ' 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Gelston. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhenius. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  John  Moore. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Morris  Graham,  Colonel  Petms 
Ten  BroecJc. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  fVilliam  Williams. 

The  Chairman  laid  before  the  Committee  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Moses  Ogden,  of  Newark,  requesting  an  advance  of 
one  hundred  Pounds,  to  pay  for  Coal  to  cast  the  Shot  which 
Mr.  Haiku  had  agreed  with  him  for  by  order  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress. 

Thereupon,  a  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Moses  Ogden  was 
read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  March  19,  1776. 

Sir:  Your  letter  on  the  subject  of  shot,  for  which  a 
verbal  contract  only  now  subsists,  I  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety.  They  have  it  much  at  heart  to  be  im- 
mediately supplied  with  that  article,  and  are  therefore  ex- 
tremely ready  to  enable  you,  by  a  reasonable  advance  of 
cash,  to  execute  your  part  of  the  contract ;  but  they  wish  it 
should  be  reduced  to  writing,  that  nothing  may  be  left  to 
doubtful  constmction.  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  to 
request  your  immediate  attendance  on  them  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  a  contract  of  so  much  importance  into  imme- 
diate and  effectual  execution. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant. 
To  Mr.  Moses  Ogden,  at  Newark. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Committee  that  the 
wife  of  Captain  John  Lamb,  of  the  Artillery,  (now  Major 
John  Lamb,  in  Canada,)  has  a  letter  of  attorney  from  her 
iiusband  to  receive  part  of  his  pay ;  that  she  has  a  family  to 
Maintain,  and  is  in  want  of  money  ;  and  Colonel  McDou- 

fall  requests  to  know  whether  the  Committee  will  authorize 
im,  from  time  to  time,  to  advance  her  some  money,  in  part 
bf  her  husband's  pay. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougaU  be,  and 
iie  is  hereby,  authorized  to  advance  to  Mrs.  Lamb,  the  wife 
of  Major  John  Lamb,  such  sum  per  month  as  she  is,  by  a 
power  of  attorney  from  her  said  husband,  empowered  to 
receive,  as  part  of  his  pay ;  and  that  Colonel  McDougall 
take  her  receipt  for  such  sums  as  he  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  advance  to  her,  and  sec  that  the  same  be  deducted 
out  of  Major  Lamb's  pay. 

A  Return  of  Barrack  necessaries  now  wanting  for  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Matthias  Ward's  Battalion  of  Militia,  from 
Essex  County,  New- Jersey,  was  brought  in,  read,  and  filed, 
as  follows :  Eight  Rooms  want  three  Dishes  in  eacii  Room, 
twenty-four ;  eight  Rooms  want  nine  Spoons  in  each  Room, 
seventy-two. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to  the  Quarter- 
master of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Matthias  Ward's  Regiment  of 
Militia  from  New-Jersey,  twenty-four  Dishes  and  seventy- 
two  Sjioons,  for  the  use  of  his  Troops,  or  Militia,  placed  in 
eight  rooms  in  this  City. 

Colonel  Lott  came  into  the  Committee  half  an  hour  past 
five  o'clock. 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  proposal  of 
Colonel  Hyer,  and  the  other  oflicers  of  the  Second  Battalion 
of  the  City  of  New-  York,  made  to  the  Committee  this  morn- 
ing ;  and  thereupon  came  to  the  determination  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  The  Committee  of  Safety,  taking  into  consideration  the 
application  of  Colonel  Hyer,  respecting  the  Second  Batta- 
lion of  Independent  Companies  of  the  Militia  of  this  City, 
are  willing  to  engage  the  said  Battalion  as  Minutc-mcn,  on 
■  immediate  pay,  to  continue  two  months,  upon  the  following 
fenns,  viz : 


"  The  Battalion  to  consist  of  at  least  seven  Companies, 
each  Company  to  consist  of  eighty-six  men,  including  Ser- 
geants, Corporals,  Drum  and  Fife,  besides  Oflicei-s  ;  to  have 
one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel,  one  Major,  one  Adju- 
tant, and  one  Quartermaster.  The  pay  to  be  the  same  as 
the  Continental  Troops,  with  an  allowance  of  eight  Shil- 
lings per  week  for  their  rations  and  Barrack  furniture.  The 
officers  to  receive  pay  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  nu-n 
in  their  respective  Companies :  that  is  to  say,  that,  accord- 
ing to  the  whole  number  of  men,  as  many  officere  shall  re- 
ceive pay  as,  conformable  to  the  rules  of  discipline  and 
service,  shall  be  a  sufficient  body  of  officers  for  such  a  com- 
mand as  the  number  of  men  shall  amount  to." 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  of  the  above  be  deliver- 
ed to  Major  StoUtenburgh,  to  be  proposed  to  the  said  Second 
Battalion. 

A  Letter  from  Governour  Tryon  to  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Colony,  at  the  request  of  a  Member,  was  brought  from 
Hugh  Gaine  to  the  Committee,  and  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  keep  an  exact  copy  there- 
of, and  return  the  original  to  Hugh  Gaine  with  all  possible 
despatch. 

A  copy  thereof  was  taken  and  filed.    [See  1385.] 

Mr.  Hobart,  Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  and  Mr.  Ray,  came  into 
the  Committee,  at  half  an  hour  past  six  o'clock. 

The  Com'mittee  took  into  consideration  the  Proposal  of 
Jacamiah  Allen,  contained  in  his  Letter,  to  guard  the  Can- 
non at  King's  Bridge  for  half  the  mdney  Mr.  David  Bar- 
clay now  gets  for  that  service. 

Ordered,  That  Jacamiah  Allen  take  the  charge  of  guard- 
ing those  Guns  in  future,  while  a  Guard  for  them  shall  be 
wanted,  and  on  the  conditions  he  has  offered. 

The  Petition  of  Josiah  Robertson,  Johannes  Tack,  and 
forty-nine  others  of  the  inhabitants  of  Marbletown,  in  Ulster 
County,  subscribers  thereto,  was  read  and  filed.  They  pray 
that  they  may  be  imbodied  into  a  Company  of  Grenadiers, 
in  Colonel  Levi  Pauling's  Regiment,  in  Ulster  County ;  that 
having  obtained  the  approbation  of  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Regiment  and  of  the  Committee  of  the  Township, 
and  of  the  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  Marbktown,  they  hat! 
elected  Charles  W.  Broadhead  for  Captain,  Jacob  De 
Lameter  for  First  Lieutenant,  Moses  M.  Cantine  for  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Jacob  Chambers  for  Ensign. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Levi  Pauling,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  at  Marbletown,  requesting  tliat  the  Officers 
might  be  commissioned,  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen 
respectively. 

The  Committee  then  took  into  consideration  the  Letter 
of  Lord  Stirling,  and  Returns  of  Artillery  Stores  wanting, 
which  were  received  at  noon.  The  same  were  again  read, 
and  are  as  follow : 

"New-York,  March  18,  1776. 
"  Sir:  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  safety  of  this 
City  and  Province  that  all  the  artillery  we  are  to  rely  on  be 
completed  in  every  article.  It  was  but  lately  that  I  could 
obtain  a  complete  state  of  all  the  artillery  on  this  Island.  It 
was  then  so  near  the  adjournment  of  your  Congress  that  I 
did  not  care  to  introduce  to  it  a  matter  so  long  in  detail.  I 
now  enclose  to  you  a  return  (No.  I.)  of  the  whole  artil- 
lery, and  the  articles  wanting  to  equip  and  complete  them 
te  one  hundred  rounds,  by  which  you  will  observe  that  all 
the  cannon  below  six-poundei-s  are  in  want  of  every  article, 
and  would  take  up  more  time  than  we  can  spare  at  present 
to  complete  them.  I  have  therefore  made  out  another  re- 
turn (No.  2.)  of  all  the  cannon  down  to  six-pounders,  in- 
clusive, and  these,  if  the  work  be  properiy  distributed,  may 
soon  be  equipped  with  every  necessary;  and  I  must  request 
that  the  Committee  of  Safety  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  take 
measures  to  have  all  necessaries  provided ;  and  you  may  be 
assured  that  I  will  lend  every  assistance  in  my  power  for 
forwarding  the  work. 

"  As  I  have  no  copies  of  these  returns,  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  them  sent  back  to  me  when  you  have  taken  copies 
of  them. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  Stirling. 

"  To  the  Chairman  of  tlie  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- 
York." 
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No.  1. — A  Return  of  the  Cannon  (hat  are  or  capable  of  hci7)g  made  ft  for  service,  in  or  near  the  City  of  New-Yohk, 
with  the  articles  wanting  to  equip  them  for  action,  with  one  hundred  rounds  for  each  Gun. 
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S 

.  BADLAM,  Captain  of  .Artillery. 

There  is  wanting,  besides  the  above  Return — 

Slieeppkins  for  Sponges,  -         -         -      100       Caps  for  Sponges,  - 

. 

-  822? 

-  200  5 

Jrdered  to  be  provided, 

Sponge-Tacks,         ....   2000      Horns  to  prime  Guns, 

- 

.VarcA  U,  1776. 

N.  B. 

Small  Shot  in  abundance  about  town,  of  private  property,  should  be  collected. 

Mr.. 

intboity  G 

riffiiha  is  thought  a 

proper  person  to  be  | 

appointc 

d  a  Firemaster,  and  to  oversee  the  Laboratory.  '  Lieutenant  Bayne,  Fireworker, 

8  recommendec 

1 

No.  2. — Return  of  the  Cannon  that  are  or  capable  of  being  made  ft  for  service,  in  or  near  the  City  of  New-York, 
with  the  aYticles  wanting  to  equip  them  for  action,  with  one  hundred  rounds  for  each  Gun. 


GUNS    I!T    THEin    PRESENT 
SirUATIOS. 


ARTICLES    WANTING    TO    EdUIP    THEM,    ALLOWING    FIFTEEN    CANISTERS    FOR    A    32-POUNDER,    AND    FIFTY 

POR    THE    OTHER    PIECES. 


o 

32 
24 
18 
12 
9 
6 


Total. 


,  3 

5  = 


59 


27  36  122 


O 


C5 


15 


300 


500 
1000 


20  32  146  68  30O  1500  4630  2550  45  97  74 


630 
50 
500 
900 
1000 
155(1 


1000 
1550 


.,-S 


22 


300 


O 


122  300  122  122  122  122  16  192  16  16  122 


16 


192 


16 


16 


New- York,  March  10,  1776. 
20  Garrison-Carriages 

32  Field-Carriages 


, — Recapitulation  of.drticlea  -wanting  to  complete  the  Cannon,  according  to  the  above  lietnm. 


146  Handspikes 


68  Drag-Ropes., 


300  Flannel  Cartridges.. 
1,500  Paper  Cartridges. 


4,630  Cannisters,  filled  with  shot.. 


1 
>1 

2,550  Round-Shot 1 

1 

45  Sponges,  with  Rammers 


97  Ladles. 


74  Worms. 


122  Lint-Stocks., 


....5 

15 

...8 

8 

6 

16 

...4 

38 

50 

54 

...8 

16 

12 

32 

.300 

.600 

,000 

.630 

50 

500 

900 

,000 

,550 

,000 

,650 

..1 

5 

8 

31 

.35 

1 

7 

7 

16 

31 

22 

10 

13 

29 

42 


for  32- 

6 

18 

12 

9 

6 

32 

12 

9 

6 

18 

12 

9 

6 

6 

9 

6 

32 

24 

18 

12 

9 

6 

9 

6 

24 

18 

9 

6 

32 

24 

18 

12 

9 

6 

32 

12 

9 

6 

32 


pounders, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Lint-Stocks,  (continued). 


..1  for  24- 
10  18 


300  Tubes 

122  Priming-Irons.. 


122  GimleU. 


122  Oilcloths.. 


122  Aprons  of  Lead., 


16  Haversacks. . . . 

192  Portfires 

16  Portfire-Sticks. 
16  Tube-Boxes... 
122Tomkin3 


18 

20 

31 

.300 

..42 

1 

10 

18 

20 

31 

..42 

1 

10 

18 

20 

31 

..42 

1 

10 

18 

20 

31 

..42 

1 

10 

18 

20 

31 

..16 

.192 

..16 

..16 

..42 

1 

10 

18 

20 

31 


12 

9 

6 

6 

32 

24 

18 

12 

9 

6 

32 

24 

18 

12 

9 

6 

32 

24 

18 

12 

9 

6 

32 

24 

18 

12 

9 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

32 

24 

18 

12 

9 

6 


pounders, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
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Lord  Stirling  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  a  copy  of 
sundry  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  ;  which  were 
read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words  foUowinir,  to  wit : 

"  In  Congress,  March  14,  1116.— Resolved,  That  eight 
thousand  Men  be  ordered  for  the  defence  of  the  Colony  of 
New- York. 

"That  Orders  issue  to  Colonel  Irvine  immediately  to 
march  with  his  Battalion  to  New-York,  and  put  himself 
under  the  command  of  the  Officer  commanding  there. 

"  That  Colonel  Dayton  be  likewise  ordered  with  his  Bat- 
talion to  march  to  New-  York,  and  join  the  forces  there. 

"  That  Colonel  Shee  and  Colonel  Magaw  be  also  order- 
ed to  march  with  their  Battalions  to  New-  York. 

"Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Assem- 
blies, Conventions,  and  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety, 
of  the  United  Colonies,  immediately  to  cause  all  persons  to 
be  disarmed  within  their  respective  Colonies  who  are  noto- 
riously disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America,  or  who  have  not 
associated,  and  refuse  to  associate,  to  defend  by  arms  these 
United  Colonies  against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  Rritish 
Fleets  and  Armies ;  and  to  api)ly  the  Arms  taken  from  such 
persons,  in  each  respective  Colony,  in  die  first  place,  to  the 
arming  the  Continental  Troops  raised  in  said  Colony  ;  in  the 
next  place,  to  tlie  arming  such  Troops  as  are  raised  by  the 
Colony  for  its  own  defence  ;  and  the  residue  to  be  appliefl  to 
the  arming  the  Association.  That  the  Arms  when  taken  be 
appraised  by  indifferent  persons,  and  such  as  are  applied  to 
the  arming  the  Continental  Troops  be  paid  for  by  Congress, 
and  the  residue  by  the  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
or  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety. 

"March  15,  lllQ.— Resolved,  That  Captain  Nehon, 
with  his  Company  of  Riflemen,  be  directed  immediately  to 
repair  to  New-  York. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Govemour  of  Connecticut,  the  Con- 
ventions and  Councils  of  Safety  of  New-York  and  New- 
Jersey,  be  requested  to  hold  their  Militia  in  readiness  to 
march  in  such  numbers,  and  at  such  times,  for  the  defence 
of  New-York,  as  the  Continental  commander  at  Neic-York 
shall  desire ;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  Militia  called  for  the 
defence  of  New-  York  be  the  same  as  that  of  die  Con- 
tinental Troops  raised  and  employed  in  the  Middle  De- 
partment, to  commence  from   the  time  thev  bcin  their 

1  Jo 

march. 

"  Resolved,  That  Lord  Stirling  be  directed  to  order  the 
Troops  destined  for  Canada  to  proceed  on  their  march, 
agreeable  to  their  former  orders. 
"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 
"  By  order  of  the  Congress  : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 


[Copy  of  Governour  Tryon's  Letter :] 
"  To  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  New- York. 

"  Notwithstanding  prejudice,  delusion,  and  faction,  have 
hitherto  among  too  many  usurped  the  seat  of  reason  and  re- 
flection, and  every  exhortation  I  have  offered  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Province  (in  whose  affection  I  have  been  taught 
to  be  happy)  has  been  reviled  and  treated  with  neglect ;  yet, 
as  my  wishes  for  their  prosperity  and  feelings  for  their  cala- 
mities, cannot  easily  be  suppressed,  even  towards  the  disobe- 
dient, I  cannot  but  repeat  my  endeavours  to  recall  those 
who  have  revolted  from  their  allegiance  to  a  sense  of  their 
duty,  and  to  comfort  those  who  have  been  the  objects  of 
oppression  for  their  zealous  attachment  to  our  happy  Con- 
stitution and  their  steady  obedience  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
British  Empire.  It  is  in  the  clemency  and  authority  of 
Great  Britain  only,  under  God,  that  we  can  look  for  hap- 
piness, peace,  and  protection ;  and  I  have  it  in  command 
from  the  King  to  encourage,  by  every  means  in  my  power, 
the  expectation  in  his  Majesty's  well-disposed  subjects  in 
this  Government,  of  every  assistance  and  protection  the 
state  of  Great  Britain  will  enable  his  Majesty  to  afford 
them  ;  and  to  cherish  every  appearance  of  a  disposition  on 
their  part  to  withstand  the  tyranny  and  misrule  which  ac- 
company the  acts  of  those  who  have  but  too  well  hitherto 
succeeded  in  the  total  subvei-sion  of  legal  Government. 

"  Under  such  assurances,  therefore,  1  exhort  all  the  friends 
to  good  order  and  our  justly  admired  Constitution,  still  to 
preserve  that  constancy  of  mind  which  is  inherent  in  the 
breasts  of  virtuous  and  loyal  citizens ;  and  I  trust  a  very  few 


months  will  relieve  them  from  their  present  oppressed,  in- 
jured, and  insulted  condition. 

"  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  fVales,  have  united  to 
place  their  whole  strength,  power,  and  confidence,  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's hands.  The  numerous  addresses  from  all  parts  of 
the  King's  dominions  in  Europe,  speak  the  loyalty  and  zeal 
with  which  his  subjects  there  engage  to  support  his  Majesty 
in  asserting  and  maintaining  the  just  sovereignty  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire  over  all  its  members. 

"  The  British  state  moves  not  by  sudden  and  violent  sal- 
Jies,  nor  wantonly  oppresses;  she  has  lenity  for  her  basis,  and 
is  distiii;^^uished  for  moderation  and  forbearance ;  but  when 
her  just  indignation  is  roused,  the  experience  of  other  nations 
can  testify  her  weight  and  force.  It  cannot  be  sufficiently 
lamented,  that  the  conduct  of  this  country  has  called  fotso 
severe  a  rod ;  may  a  dinely  and  dutiful  submission  avert  its 
stroke.  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  a  door  is 
still  open  to  such  honest,  biit  deluded  people,  as  will  avail 
themselves  of  the  justice  and  benevolence  which  the  supreme 
Legislature  has  held  out  to  them,  of  being  restored  to  the 
King's  grace  and  peace,  and  that  proper  steps  have  been 
taken  for  passing  a  commission  for  that  purpose,  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  in  conformity  to  a  provision  in 
a  late  act  of  Parliament;  the  Commissioners  thereby  to 
be  appointed  having  also  power  to  inquire  into  the  state  and' 
condition  of  the  Colonies,  for  effecting  a  restoration  of  the 
pubhck  tranquillity.  «  William  Tryon. 

"  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon, 

•' North-River,  New- York,  March  16,  1776." 

Die  Mercurii,  A.  M.,  March  20,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Joseph  HaUett,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

For  New-York.— Mr.  HaUett,  Mr.  Scott,  Captain  Rut- 
gers. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Gehton. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham. 

For  Westchester. — ]\Ir.  Paulding. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemm. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Cantine. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 

Ordered,   That  John  Clausion,  Master  of  the  Sloop 

Success,  belonging  and  bound  to  Dighton,  in  Massachusetts 

Government,  be  permitted  to  lade  on  board  the  said  Sloop 

thirty  barrels  of  Flour,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  Dighton 

aforesaid. 

Abraham.  Lott,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  attending,  was  admitted. 
He  requested  a  permit  to  go  on  board  the  Asia  and  Phenix, 
ships-of-war,  to  settle  accounts  with  the  Pursers  of  each  ship. 

Thereupon,  a  permission  was  given  to  Mr.  Lott,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  Abraham  Lott,  Esquire,  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  permitted  to  g;o  on  board  the  Ships-of-War  in  this 
Harbour,  in  company  with  the  Port-Master,  and  to  return,  he 
having  been  sworn  that  he  will  not  convey  any  intelligence 
relative  to  the  Fortifications  erecting  for  the  defence  of  this 
City  and  Colony. 

Abraham  Livingston  mformed  the  Committee,  the  Cofti- 
mittees  of  Westchester  and  Dutchess  will  not  permit  him  to 
bring  Pork  from  those  Counties ;  and  requested  an  order  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  obtain  Pork.  Thereupon,  an 
Order  was  given  to  him  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  of  the  City  of  New-York, 
Merchant,  has,  agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  contracted  with  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
this  Colony  to  supply  all  the  Continental  Troops  in  this 
Colony  with  Provisions : 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  respective  Committees  of 
the  Counties  of  Westchester  and  Dutchess  permit  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Livingston  to  export  Provisions  of  any  kind  whatso- 
ever from  either  of  those  two  Counties  to  New-York,  on  his 
giving  (or  any  other  such  proper  person  as  is  employed  on 
his  behalf)  such  security  as  the  Committees  approve  of,  to 
land  and  store  such  Provisions  in  New-York  or  King's 
County. 

Luke  Kiersted,  Petrus  Byvanck,  and  Francis  Bassett, 
a  sub-Committee  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of 
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New-York,  in  pursuance  of  a  late  order  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  delivered  in  tlieir  Report  in  writing,  by  them  sub- 
scribed, that  tiiey  had  inspected  into  the  state  of  Provisions 
and  Bar-Iron  in  this  City,  and  found  the  quantities  to  be 
according  to  their  Return  made,  and  those  in  the  hands  of 
the  persons  therein  named.  They  thereby  return  the  fol- 
lowing quantities,  viz :  Pork,  106  barrels ;  Flour,  2,694 
barrels;  Beef,  97  barrels;  Bar-Iron,  32J  tons. 

One  of  the  Secretaries  brought  in  a  draft  of  separate 
orders  to  different  gentlemen  for  preparing  the  Artillery 
Stores  and  apparatus  necessary  for  tiie  Cannon  at  this  City  ; 
which  were  read  and  approved  of. 

The  Committee  in  pursuance  of  the  request  of  Lord 
StirliTig,  attending,  tiie  state  of  the  Artillery  and  the  Stores 
at  present  wanting  for  those  of  six-pound  Shot  and  upwards, 
agreed  and  ordered  that  the  following  Stores  be  provided  for 
the  Artillery,  with  all  possible  despatch,  by  the  following 
persons,  viz : 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Cvrtenius  provide  immediately 
the  following  Articles  and  Stores  for  Artillery,  viz : 

68  Drag-Ropes 8  fur  18-poundcrs. 

16         12       do. 

12  9       do. 
32  6       do. 

I2S  GimleU 42  32  do. 

1  24  do. 

10  18  do. 

18  12  do. 

20  9  do. 

31  6  do. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Mercier  direct  and  have 
immediately  prepared  and  fit  for  use,  the  following  Artillery 
Carriages,  Articles,  and  Apparatus,  viz : 

20  Garrison  Carriages 5  for  32-poanders. 

15  6       do. 
32  Field-Carriages 2         18      do. 

8  12  do. 

6  9  do. 

16  6  do. 
146  HandspilieB 4  32  do. 

38  12  do. 

50  9  do. 

54  6  do. 

45  Sponges,  with  Rammers 1  24  do. 

5  18  do. 

8  9  do. 

31  6  do. 

97LadIea 35  32  do. 

I  24  do. 

7  18  do. 
7  12  do. 

16  9  do. 

31  6  do. 

74  Worm 22  32  do. 

10  12  do. 

13  9  do. 
29  6  do. 

tS2  Lint-Stocks 42  32  do. 

1  24  do. 

10  18  do. 

18  12  do. 

20  9  do. 

31  6  do. 

122TomkiD8 42  32  do. 

1  24  do. 

10  18  do. 

18  12  do. 

20  9  do. 

31  6  do. 

And  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Anthony  Griffiths  direct  the 
preparing  of,  and  have  immediately  prepared,  the  following 
necessary  Artillery  Stores,  viz: 

Flannel  Cartridges 300  for    6-pounders. 

1,500  Paper  Cartridges 500  9  do. 

1,000  6  do. 

4,630  Canisters,  filled  vrith  Shot 630  32  do. 

50  24  do. 

600  18  do. 

900  12  do. 

1,000  9  do. 

1,550  6  do. 

t,.'550  Round-Shot 1,000  9  do. 

1,550  6  do. 

(Mr.  HaUett  has  contracted  for  them ;  they  will  be  cast 
and  ready  as  fast  as  possible.) 

122  Aprons  of  Lead 42  for  32-ponnders. 

1  24  do. 

10  18  do. 

18  12  do. 

20  9  do. 

31  6  do. 

JOOTulefc 300  6  do. 


122  Priming-Irons 42  for  32-pnnnd6rg 

1  24  do. 

10  18  do. 

18  12  do. 

20  9  do. 

31  6  do. 

122  Oilcloths 42  32  do. 

1  24  do. 

10  18  do. 

18  12  do. 

20  9  do. 

31  6  do. 

lOHaversarks 16  6  do. 

192  Portfires 192  6  do. 

16  Portfire  Sticks 16  6  do. 

16  Tube  Boies 16  6  do. 

Moses  Ogden,  from  NewarJc,  attended,  in  pursuance  of 
the  Letter  for  that  purpose  from  this  Committee,  and  en- 
tered into  a  Contract  with  Mr.  Hallctt,  on  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee, for  making  of  Grape  Shot ;  which  Contract  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Articles  of  Agreement  between  Joseph  Hallett,  Chair' 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of  New- 
York,  a7id  Moses  Ogden,  of  Newark,  in  the  Colony 
of  New-Jersey. 

The  said  Moses  Ogden  agrees  and  covenants  with  the  said 
Joseph  Hallett,  to  perform,  as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  said  Moses  Ogden  agrees  to  deliver  at  the  Ferry,  at 
Paidus  Hook,  the  following  quantity  of  Shot,  at  the  follow- 
ing times,  and  in  the  following  proportions,  to  w  it :  Two  tons 
of  two-ounce  Grape-Shot,  two  tons  of  three-ounce  Grape- 
Sliot,  one  ton  of  four  ounce  Grape-Shot,  and  one  ton  of 
eight-ounce  Grape-Shot ;  one  thousand  Shot  of  twelve  pounds 
each  ;  one  thousand,  of  nine  pounds  each  ;  two  thousand,  of 
six  pounds  each ; — all  below  six  pounds  weight,  at  forty 
Pounds  per  ton,  the  rest  at  twenty-eight  Pounds  per  ton. 
The  delivery  to  begin  at  farthest  on  the  6th  day  of  April 
next ;  and  three  tons  at  least  to  be  delivered  in  every  week 
till  the  whole  quantity  shall  be  delivered.  Mr.  Hallett,  in 
behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  agrees  to  pay  for  the  said 
Shot  at  the  abovesaid  rates  and  prices,  and  to  advance  one 
hundred  Pounds  in  casii  to  Mr.  Ogden,  towards  the  execu- 
tion of  the  above  contract  on  his  part,  for  whicii  Mr.  Ogden 
is  to  give  his  bond  to  Mr.  Hallett,  to  be  cancelled  as  soon 
as  he  shall  have  delivered  Shot  to  that  value. 

MosES  Ogden. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 

Robert  Benson, 
John  McKesson. 
New- York,  March  20,  1776. 

Moses  Ogden  and  Mr.  Hallett  having  executed  each  a 
copy  of  the  said  Contract,  and  exchanged  them,  the  said 
Moses  Ogden  executed  a  Bond  to  the  said  Joseph  Hallett, 
conditioned  for  the  payment  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  agree- 
able to  the  said  Contract ;  and  an  Order  on  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  was  delivered  to  the  said  Mosea 
Ogden,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  ad- 
vance to  Mr.  Moses  Ogden  the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds, 
in  part  of  the  Money  payable  to  him  on  the  Contract 
with  Mr.  Joseph  Hallett,  for  a  quantity  of  Grape-Shot  and 
Cannon-Bail  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army  in  this 
Colony. 

A  certain  William  Powell  sent  a  Letter  to  the  Committee 
requesting  a  permit  to  go  on  board  Captain  Parker's  ship, 
the  PheniT,  to  solicit  his  consent  to  proceed  to  sea,  that  he 
may  go  to  the  West-Indies. 

The  Committee  refused  to  give  him  a  permit. 

Otto  Parisian  brought  to  the  Committee  a  sample  of 
Lead  extracted  from  the  Ore  lately  brought  to  this  city  by 
John  McDonald.  He  also  delivered  in  a  Memorandum, 
which  was  filed,  in  which  he  says  that  the  said  Ore  yields 
at  the  rate  of  sixty  weight  of  Lead  and  half  an  ounce  of 
Silver,  from  one  hundred  weight  of  Ore. 

Die  Mcrcuiii,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  March  20,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Joseph  Hallett,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Hallett,  Mr.  Scott,  Captain  Rutgers, 

Mr.  Corthndt,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Lott. 
For  SinroLK. — Mr.  Gclston. 
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For  DiTCHESs, — Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
FoF  Cumberland. — Colonel  IVilliam  Williams. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine.  -, 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 
Foa  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Captain  Caleb  Bruen  attending,  was  admitted.  He  in- 
formed the  Committee  that  the  Company  of  Artificers  from 
New-Jersey,  under  his  command,  were  ordered  to  King's 
County;  that  they  stand  in  need  of  sundry  Barrack  Furni- 
ture, and  that  the  Barrackmaster  and  Commissary  Curte- 
nius  refused  to  supply  him  therewith  without  an  order  from 
this  Committee: 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to 
Captain  Caleb  Bruen,  two  Iron  Pots,  eight  Straw  Beds, 
two  Trammels,  two  Pails,  two  Candlesticks,  four  large 
wooden  Bowls,  and  four  small  wooden  Bowls,  for  Captain 
Bruen^s  Company  of  Artificers  from  New-Jersey,  and  take 
his  receipt  on  Continental  account. 

A  Certificate  or  Permit  from  John  Paul,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Berkley,  up  Taunton  River,  in  Massachtisetts- 
Bay,  approving  that  Abner  Rabbit,  in  the  Sloop  Rainbow, 
should  come  to  Neiv-  York  for  Pig-iron,  and  such  other  Cargo 
as  he  should  think  proper,  was  read  ;  (the  said  Certificate  is 
dated  the  5th  day  of  February  last ;)  and  a  request  for  leave 
to  lade  and  export  to  Berkley  forty  barrels  of  Flour. 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ray  and  Colonel  Hyer  be,  and  hereby 
are,  at  liberty  to  permit  Abner  Rabbit  to  export  forty  barrels 
of  Flour,  in  the  Sloop  Rainbow,  to  Berkley,  in  Massachu- 
setts-Bay, if  they  shall  think  proper. 

"  To  Mr.  Ray  and  Colonel  Hyer,  and  to  Captain  Mercier." 

Samuel  Loudon  came  into  the  Committee,  and  complained 
that  he  had  a  Pamphlet,  intended  as  a  refutation  of  the  argu- 
ments contained  in  the  Pamphlet  entitled  Common  Sense, 
nearly  printed ;  that  he  advertised  the  publishing  of  it  in 
Mr.  Gaine's  Newspaper ;  that  the  Committee  of  Mechanicks 
had  yesterday  morning  prevented  his  going  on  with  that 
work ;  and  that  some  of  them,  with  some  other  persons, 
have  since  destroyed  the  whole  impression ;  by  which  he 
has  sustained  the  loss  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds. 

Samuel  Loudon  withdrew.  After  some  time,  was  called 
in,  and  desired  to  state  the  whole  transaction,  and  his  com- 
plaint, in  writing,  and  make  oath  thereto ;  and  also  to  have 
such  parts  of  it  as  fell  within  their  knowledge,  proved  by 
indifferent  witnesses  who  were  in  his  house;  and  to  bring 
the  same  to  this  Committee  to-morrow. 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  Maryland,  requesting  the 
loan  of  Cannon  for  the  defence  of  Baltimore,  was  read. 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony,  dated  the 
I9th  instant,  and  for  reasons  therein  mentioned,  recom- 
mending the  application  of  the  Colony  of  Maryland,  was 
read,  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  a  draft  of  an  An- 
swer to  those  Letters. 

A  Return  of  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the 
South  end  of  Ulster  County,  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  James 
McClaghry,  commanding  the  said  Regiment,  was  read,  and 
filed. 

A  Scheme  for  raising  Minute-men,  or  having  one-fourth 
of  the  Militia  always  in  readiness  to  act  on  any  emergency, 
proposed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  McClaghry,  and  thereunto 
annexed,  was  also  read,  and  filed. 

A  Certificate  from  the  Committee  at  New-London,  in 
Connecticut,  dated  the  11th  instant,  was  read,  and  filed. 
They  certify  that  Peter  Vandervoort  is  requested  to  ship 
one  hundred  barrels  of  superfine,  and  thirty  barrels  of  com- 
mon Flour,  to  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun.,  to  be  shipped  to  the 
West-Indies  on  account  of  that  Colony,  and  that  all  pru- 
dent care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  its  liilling  into  the  hands 
of  their  enemies : 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the 
City  of  iSew-  York,  or  the  sub-Committee  for  Exports,  be, 
and  hereby  are,  at  liberty  to  permit  Mr.  Peter  Vandervoort 
to  export  to  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun.,  in  New-London,  one 
hundred  barrels  of  fine  Flour,  and  thirty  barrels  of  common 
Flour,  to  be  shipp<!d  to  the  West-Indies  on  account  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut. 

To  Messrs.  Ray  and  Hyer  and  to  Mr.  William  Mercier. 


Die  Jovis,  A.  M.,  March  21,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Joseph  Hallctt,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.    Hallett,    Captain    Rutgers,   Mr. 

Sands,  Major  Stoutenburgh.  ' 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Gelston. 
For  Westchf.ster. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Dutchess. — General  P.  Ten  Broeck. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemm. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

Mr.  Elias  Nixen,  the  Port-Master,  attending,  produced  a 
list  of  supplies  wanted  for  the  use  of  the  Swallow  Packet: 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  Port-Master  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  permitted  to  convey  on  board  the  Swallow  Packet, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  Packet,  the  following  supplies,  viz; 
Eight  barrels  of  Bread,  four  barrels  of  Flour,  five  barrels  of 
Pork,  five  barrels  of  Beef,  two  hundred  Scupper  Nails,  three 
pounds  of  twenty-penny  Nails,  one  quarter  of  fresh  Beef. 

Abel  Hetfield,  attending,  requested  permission  to  go  on 
board  the  Asia  ship-of-war,  to  get  his  Clothes,  which  he  had 
left  on  board  when  taken  in  his  Boat  coming  from  Neu)- 
Jersey,  loaded  with  Iron,  and  which  was  seized  by  Captain 
Vandeput : 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Abel  Hetjield  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  permitted  to  go  on  board  the  Asia  ship-of-war, 
with  the  Port-Master,  and  to  return ;  he  having  been  sworn 
that  he  will  not  convey  any  intelligence  relative  to  the  Forti- 
fications erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  Colony. 

The  Answer  of  the  Second  Battalion,  with  some  remarks 
on  the  Proposals  of  the  Committee,  and  some  new  Propo- 
sals, were  read. 

The  Committee  gave  such  answers  on  that  subject  as 
they  thought  proper,  to  Major  Stoutenburgh,  and  informed 
him,  in  substance,  that  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  Regi- 
ment ought  not  to  be  paid  for  any  greater  number  of  Officers 
than  Men  ;  that  it  was  best  for  them  to  fill  their  Companies; 
that  if  all  the  Privates  cannot  be  supplied  with  Arms  im- 
mediately, that  they  can,  notwithstanding,  be  employed  in 
the  Fortifications. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Low  had,  on  the  26th  day  of  February 
last,  obtained  from  the  Provincial  Congress  a  Permit  to 
ship  Flaxseed  and  Lumber  on  board  of  the  Ship  PoUy, 
Thomas  Kennedy  Master,  to  be  exported  to  Cork,  in  Ire- 
land, in  return  for  Military  Stores  imported,  to  the  amount 
of  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  Pounds  and  nine  Pence, 
which  he  brought  back  and  returned  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety.  Mr.  Low  informed  the  Committee  that  he  had 
laded  the  said  Flaxseed  and  Lumber,  but  that,  through  the 
stoppage  of  the  Ports  by  the  Ships-of-War,  he  cannot  get 
the  said  Vessel  and  Cargo  out  of  Port :  and  therefore  re- 
quested that  he  might  have  a  permit  to  export  to  the 
amount  of  the  sum  above-mentioned,  in  Provisions,  to  the 
West-Indies,  in  heu  of  the  said  Flaxseed  and  Lumber,  on 
condition  that  the  same  shall  not  be  exported  : 

''Ordered,  That  Mr.  Nicholas  Low  be  permitted  to  ex- 
port Provisions  to  the  West-Indies  to  the  amount  of  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-six  Pounds  and  nine  Pence,  in  lieu  of 
the  said  Flaxseed  and  Lumber,  on  condition  that  the  said 
Flaxseed  and  fjumber  shall  not  be  exported. 
"  To  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  o( New-York,  and 

to  Mr.  Ray  and  Colonel  Hyer,  their  sub-Committee,  and 

to  Captain  Mercier." 

Captain  Dennis  attending,  informed  the  Committee  that 
he  had  purchased  about  ten  tons  of  Bar-Iron  in  New-Jersey, 
and  had  it  brought  to  this  city  last  evening,  and  requested 
permission  to  export  the  same,  and  twenty  barrels  of  Flour, 
to  Norwich,  in  Connecticut: 

"Ordered,  That  Jeremiah  Harris  be  permitted  to  lade  on 
board  his  Vessel  the  said  Bar-Iron,  and  twenty  barrels  of 
Flour,  and  convey  the  same  to  Norwich,  in  Connecticut, 
"  To  Messrs.  Ray  and  Hyer,  and  to  be  delivered  to  Captain 

Mercier." 

Captain  Amos  Ilutchins  attending,  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  had  forty -six  of  his  men  in  this  city ;  that 
Mr.  Sears,  as  Deputy  Adjutant-General,  had  mustered  them, 
and  that  they  are  on  duty ;  that  he  expects  the  residue  of 
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his  Company  Iiourly ;  that  he  is  in  want  of  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  to  discharge  the  pay  due  to  his 
men,  and  to  enable  them  to  supply  themselves  with  neces- 
saries : 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  tiiis  Colony,  ad- 
vance to  Captain  Amos  Hutchins,  on  Continental  account, 
and  on  account,  in  part,  of  the  pay  of  the  Company  under 
his  command,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  on 
account,  and  take  Captain  Hutchins's  receij)t  for  the  same. 

Mr.  John  Moore  delivered  to  the  Chairman  a  Memoran- 
dum that  Colonel  Peter  Bellinger  had  appointed  the  place 
of  rendezvous  for  his  Regiment  (which  is  the  Fourth  Re- 
giment of  Tryon  County)  by  the  Church  at  Kingsland,  at 
3ie  South  side  of  the  river.  N.  B.  Colonel  Bellinger's 
place  of  rendezvous. 

The  said  Memorandum  contained  a  list  of  Officers  for 
the  whole  Fourth  Regiment  of  Tryon  County ;  but  many  of 
tlie  fonner  Commissions  not  being  returned,  and  blank  Cora- 
missions  having  been  delivered  to  Mr.  Moore  for  that  Regi- 
ment : 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Moore  keep  the  blank  Commissions 
for  the  Fourth  Regiment  in  Tryon  County,  until  he  goes 
home,  and  see  them  delivered  to  the  persons  duly  elected, 
and  a  proper  Return  of  all  the  Officers  made,  with  all  pos- 
sible despatch,  to  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Curtenius,  with  a  long  account 
of  the  articles  he  has  been  ordered  to  purchase  for  the 
Troops,  was  read  and  filed.  Colonel  Curtenius  thereby  in- 
forms that  he  stands  in  need  of  a  large  sum  of  money  to 
enable  him  to  complete  his  orders. 

A  Letter  from  John  James  Boyd,  of  Richmond  County, 
was  read.  He  therein  says  that  any  accusation  against  him 
to  the  Provincial  Congress  was  without  foundation  and  un- 
just, and  that  he  is  a  steady  and  warm  friend  to  his  countiy. 

Die  Jovis,  P.  M.,  March  21,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present : 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,   Mr.   Van  Cortlandt,  Mr. 

Sands,  Captain  Rutgers,  Colonel  McDougall,  Captain 

De7ining. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 
For  Orange. — ^Colonel  Allison. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Pavlding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Cdjiberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

Mr.  Joseph  Hallett  being  necessarily  absent.  Colonel  Mor- 
ris Graham  was  unanimously  chosen  Chairman  pro.  tern. 

A  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Thompson  was  received 
and  read,  and  is  in  tlie  words  following,  to  wit : 

"New-York,  March  21,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Please  to  pay  to  Lieutenant  George  Tii- 
dqr,  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  the  sum  of  forty 
Pounds,  Pennsylvania  currency,  for  the  use  of  the  wagonei's 
wiio  are  on  their  way  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge  with  pow- 

"  William  Thompson,  Brigadier-General. 
"  To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  New-  York." 

Tliereupon  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  tliis 
Colony,  pay  to  Lieutenant  George  Tudor  forty  Pounds, 
Pennsylvania  currency,  amounting  to  forty-two  Pounds  thir- 
teen Shillings  and  four  Pence,  New-  York  currency,  agree- 
able to  the  request  of  Brigadier-General  Thompson,  and  that 
Mr.  Livingston  take  a  receipt  for  the  same,  on  Continental 
account. 

N.  B.  The  above  order  was  written  on  General  Thomp- 
son's  Note,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer. 

A  Letter  from  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  was  read, 
and  is  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

"  Philadelphia,  March  1,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  We  laid  before  Congress  your  represen- 
tation in  favour  of  Mr.  St.  Clair,  which  met  with  their  ap- 
probation, as  you  will  observe  by  the  resolution  which  we 
have  the  honour  to  enclose. 


"  General  Lee  informed  Congress,  by  letter,  that  he  had 
imposed  a  Test  upon  the  inhabitants  of  our  Colony,  in  or- 
der to  ascertain  their  political  principles.  However  salutary 
such  a  measure  might  be,  when  grounded  on  a  legal  and 
constitutional  basis,  we  were  much  alarmed  that  it  should 
owe  its  authority  to  any  military  officer,  howevej-  distin- 
guished for  his  zeal,  his  rank,  his  accomplishments,  and  ser- 
vices. We  considered  it  as  one  of  the  most  solemn  and  im- 
portant acts  of  legislation,  and  a  high  encroachment  upon 
your  rights  as  the  Representatives  of  a  free  people.  We 
could  not,  therefore,  be  silent  upon  so  momentous  a  point, 
though  we  were  not  favoured  with  your  sentiments  or  in- 
structions, nor  informed  of  what,  or  whether  anything  had 
passed  between  you  and  the  General  respecting  the  disaf- 
fected inhabitants.  We  took  up  the  subject  on  general  prin- 
ciples. There  can  be  no  liberty  where  the  military  is  not 
subordinate  to  the  civil  power  in  everything  not  immedi- 
ately connected  with  their  operations.  Your  House,  the 
natural  and  proper  tribunal  for  all  civil  matters  within  the 
circle  of  your  own  jurisdiction,  was  assembled,  and  Congress 
itself  within  the  General's  reach,  ready  to  enforce  every  rea- 
sonable proposition  for  the  publick  safety.  To  one  or  other 
he  ought  to  have  applied.  A  similar  effort  in  Rhode-Island 
had  passed  over  unnoticed ;  reiterated  precedents  must  be- 
come darlgerous  ;  we  therefore  conceived  it  to  be  our  unques- 
tionable duty  to  assert  the  independence  and  superiority  of 
the  civil  power,  and  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this 
unwarrantable  invasion  of  its  rights  by  one  of  their  officers. 
A  resolution  passed  in  consequence,  on  the  8th  of  March, 
that  no  oath,  by  way  of  test,  be  imposed  upon,  exacted,  or 
required  of  any  inhabitant  of  these  Colonies  by  any  mili- 
tary officer ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  immediately  published. 
We  flatter  ourselves  that  our  conduct  on  this  occasion  will 
meet  with  your  approbation. 

"  This  will  be  presented  by  Brigadier-General  Thompson, 
who,  for  the  present,  will  command  in  your  capital,  General 
Schuyler's  residence  at  Albany  being  deemed  indispensable. 
General  Thompson  is  a  gallant  officer,  and  very  much  re- 
spected in  this  Province ;  and  we  doubt  not  of  your  endea- 
vours to  make  his  command  as  agreeable  to  himself  and  as 
salutary  to  the  country  as  possible ;  to  which  nothing  can 
contribute  more  essentially  than  harmony  and  mutual  con- 
fidence between  him  and  the  civil  power. 

"  Congress  were  much  perplexed  in  appointing  the  offi- 
cers to  the  four  iVciz^-Yorit  Battalions,  not  knowing  whether 
a  former  resolution,  directing  the  English  Troops,  who  win- 
tered in  Canada,  to  be  formed  into  two  battalions,  had  been 
carried  into  effect.  In  that  case,  a  provision  will  be  made 
for  such  of  the  gendemen  in  that  country  as  are  entitled  to 
promotion.  However,  it  was  not  thought  best  to  expose 
them  to  any  uncertainty.  It  is  the  intention  of  Congress  that 
if  any  of  them  should  have  been  promoted  in  that  depart- 
ment, they  shall  continue  there,  and  othere  be  appointed  for 
the  new  battalions ;  if  not,  that  they  shall  join  those  corps. 

"  A  battalion  was  intended  for  Colonel   Ritzema,  but 
some  objections  having  been  suggested,  it  is  left  vacant,    , 
until  he  can  have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard,  of  which 
you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  him. 

"  We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  regai'd,  gen- 
tlemen, your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

"James  Duane, 
"John  Jay, 
"John  Alsop, 
"  Lewis  Morris." 

"  P.  S.  The  following  battalions  are  assigned  for  the  de- 
fence of  New-  York,  besides  the  four  you  are  raising,  viz : 
Pennsylvanians —  fVayne's,  Irvine's,  Shea's,  and  Magau's  ; 
New-Jersey — Lord  Stirling's  and  Dayton's.  These  troops 
are  raised,  but  not  armed.  The  want  of  arms  will,  it  is 
thought,  be  in  a  great  degree  remedied  by  executing  the 
resolution  of  Congress  of  the  14th  instant,  a  copy  of  which 
goes  with  these  depatches.  It  is  directed  to  be  kept  as 
secret  as  the  nature  of  the  service  will  admit. 

"  For  your  immediate  defence,  the  General  in  your  de- 
partment is  authorized  to  apply  to  the  Governour  of  Conr 
necticut,  your  Convention,  and  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
New-Jersey,  for  so  many  of  the  Militia  as  he  may  judge 
necessary,  who  are  to  be  paid  by  the  Continent  at  five  dol- 
lars a  month  for  each  private.  A  resolution  passed  the  8lh 
instant  for  supplying  you  with  five  tons  of  gunpowder,  and  it 


1393 


NEW- YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY,  MARCH,  1776 


1394 


was  ordered  to  be  immediately  forwarded  by  the  Committee 
of  Secrecy.  We  toolc  it  for  granted  that  it  had  been  sent 
forward  accordingly,  till  Mr.  Lewis's  letter  to  Mr.  Alsop 
led  to  an  examination,  when  the  Ciiairman  of  that  Com- 
mittee reported  that  it  had  been  detained  for  want  of  car- 
riages. A  copy  of  the  order  for  the  powder  is  enclosed. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  i\now  how  far  the  battahons  of  last  year 
were,  completed,  as  our  Colony  is  reflected  upon  for  a  great- 
er deficiency  than  we  believe  to  be  consistent  with  truth. 
It  has  also  been  represented  that  recruiting  for  the  present 
service  goes  on  very  slowly,  which,  considering  your  danger 
and  distresses,  we  scarce  think  credible. 

"  Honourable  Provincial  Convention,  Neiv-York." 

"In  Congress,  March  6,  1776. 

'^  Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to 
send  to  Neiv-  York  five  tons  of  Powder,  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  Troops  there. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

"In  Congress,  March  11,  1776. 

"  A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New-  York,  of  the  7th 
Instant,  enclosing  an  application  from  Patrick  Sinclair  for 
leave  to  return  to  Europe.  The  Congress,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  said  Letter  and  application, 

"  Resolved,  That  Mr.  Patrick  Sinclair  be  allowed  to  re- 
turn to  Europe. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

"  In  Congress,  March  14,  1 776. 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safe- 
ty of  the  United  Colonies,  immediately  to  cause  all  persons 
to  be  disarmed,  within  their  respective  Colonies,  who  are 
notoriously  disaffected  to  the  cause  o(  America,  or  who  have 
not  associated,  and  refuse  to  associate,  to  defend,  by  Arms, 
these  Colonies,  against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British 
Fleets  and  Armies  ;  and  to  apply  the  Arms  taken  from  such 
persons,  in  each  respective  Colony,  in  the  first  place  to  the 
arming  the  Continental  Troops  raised  in  said  Colony,  in 
the  next  to  the  arming  such  Troops  as  are  raised  by  the  Co- 
lony for  its  own  defence,  and  the  residue  to  be  applied  to  the 
arming  the  Associators ;  that  the  Arms  when  taken  be  ap- 
praised by  indifferent  persons,  and  such  as  are  applied  to 
the  arming  Continental  Troops  be  paid  for  by  Congress, 
and  the  residue  by  the  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
or  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Whereas,  Mr.  Benjamin  Curtis  was,  on  the  first  day  of 
March  instant,  appointed  a  Surgeon  for  one  of  the  Regi- 
ments raising  in  this  Colony,  and  has  been  since  constantly 
employed  in  the  care  of  the  Sick  of  the  First  Regiment,  and 
other  Continental  Troops  in  this  Colony,  and  not  designated 
to  any  particular  Regiment :  And  whereas  Colonel  McDou- 
gall  now  requests  that  the  said  Benjamin  Curtis  may  be 
appointed  Surgeon  to  the  First  Regiment  of  the  said  Troops : 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Benjamin  Curtis  be,  and  is  here- 
by appointed  Surgeon  to  the  First  Regiment  of  Continental 
Troops  raised  or  raising  in  this  Colony,  whereof  Alexander 
McDougall,  Esq.,  is  Colonel,  his  pay  to  commence  and  con- 
tinue from  the  1st  instant. 

A  Certificate  of  Doctor  John  Jones  and  Doctor  Bard, 
was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  We,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  do  hereby  certify 
that  we  have  examined  Isaac  Ledyard,  respecting  his  know- 
ledge in  Piiysick  and  Surgery,  and  find  him  well  qualified  for 
the  office  of  First  Mate  of  a  Regiment. 

"Witness  our  hands,  this  21st  day  of  March,  1776. 

"Samuel  Bard,  M.  D. 
"John  Jones,  M.  D." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Isaac  Ledyard  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  appointed  Surgeon's  Mate  to  the  First  Regiment  of 
Continental  Troops  now  raising  in  this  Colony,  whereof 
Alexander  McDougall,  Esq.,  is  Colonel. 

A  permit  from  the  Honourable  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esquire, 
Governour  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence 
Plantations,  under  the  seal  of  the  said  Colony,  dated  the 
11  th  instant,  was  read.     He  thereby  permits  Jonathan  Car- 
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pentcr.  Master  of  the  Sloop  Diana,  to  proceed  to  the  Colony 
o(  ]\ew-York,  in  ballast;  and  return  with  a  lading  of  Pro- 
visions, Bar-Iron,  and  other  articles,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  City,  Town,  or  County, 
where  he  shall  lade.  Sufficient  bond  having  been  given  that 
the  said  Jonathan  Carpenter  shall,  in  all  things,  conforiiv 
himself  to  the  Continental  Association, 

Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of 
New-  York,  or  their  sub-Committee  of  Inspection,  be,  and 
hereby  are,  at  liberty  to  pennit  Mr.  Jonathan  Carpenter  to 
export  such  quantities  of  Flour,  or  Provisions  of  any  kind, 
(except  Beef  and  Pork,)  and  such  quantities  of  Bar-Iron,  as 
they  may  think  proper  to  spare,  or  to  suffer  to  be  exported. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  as  Trea- 
surer of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  advance  to 
Captain  William  Mercicr  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds, 
on  account,  towards  enabling  him  to  fit  out  the  Vessel  lately 
purchased  by  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  ordered 
to  be  fitted  out  and  armed  by  the  Marine  Committee. 

Joseph  Lindsly,  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Artificers  from 
New-Jersey,  applied  for  Barrack  necessaries : 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to  Captain 
Joseph  Lindsly,  for  his  Company  of  Artificers  from  New- 
Jersey,  two  iron  Pots,  eight  straw  Beds,  two  Trammels,  two 
Pails,  two  Candlesticks,  and  four  large  and  four  small  wooden 
Bowls,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Captain  Joseph  Lindsly  returned  to,  and  informed  the 
Committee,  that  Mr.  Curtenius  could  not  supply  him  with 
any  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  aforegoing  order,  ex- 
cept wooden  Bowls,  with  which  he  had  supplied  Captain 
Lindsly : 

Whereupon  it  was  Ordered,  That  the  Barrackraaster  de- 
liver to  Captain  Lindsly,  for  the  use  of  his  Company  of 
Artificers  from  New-Jersey,  two  iron  Pots,  eight  straw  Beds, 
two  Trammels,  two  Pails,  and  two  Candlesticks,  and  take 
his  receipt  for  the  same. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Company  be  supplied  with 
the  usual  allowance  of  Wood. 

A  second  Letter  from  William  Powell,  requesting  a  per- 
mit to  go  on  board  the  Ship  Phenix,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  informed  that  this  Committee  is 
well  assured  Captain  Parker  will  not  permit  him  to  pass 
to  sea,  and  that  therefore  the  Committee  will  not  give  him 
a  permit  to  go  on  board. 

Die  Veneris,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  March  22,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Colonel  Morris  Graham,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Scott. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cooper. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  and 
County  of  New-York,  or  their  sub-Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion, be  at  liberty  to  permit  Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt  and- 
Mr.  Isaac  Sears  to  export  produce  of  any  kind  (horned 
Cattle,  Sheep,  Hogs,  and  Poultry,  excepted)  to  the  amount 
or  value  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  Pounds,  in  part  of  the 
value  of  Military  Stores  imported  from  Amsterdam,  in  the 
Sloop  Sally,  Brown  Master. 

Captain  Rutgers  dissents. 

Ordered,  That  Philip  Livingston,  by  his  Agent,  Mr. 
Abraham  Livingston,  be  permitted  to  export  Wheat,  Flour, 
and  other  produce  of  the  United  Colonies,  (Cattle,  Sheep, 
Hogs,  and  Poultry,  excepted,)  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
thousand  Dollars,  for  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies, 
pursuant  to  a  permission  of  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  of 
the  Continental  Congress  of  the  8th  of  January  last. 

Ordered,  That  Mr. Deane,  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 

necticut,  be  permitted  to  load  the  Brigantine  Elizabeth  with 
Wheat  and  Flour,  on  Continental  account,  pureuant  to  an 
order  of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Captain  Rutgers  dissents. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Captain  Patrick  Sinclair,  was  read . 
and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
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In  Commitlee  of  Safety,  New- York,  March  22,  1776. 

Sir  :  On  receipt  of  your  late  request  to  go  to  Britain, 
the  Provincial  Congress  applied  to  the  honourable  Conti- 
nental Congress  for  a  permission  for  the  purpose.  Success 
having  attended  the  application,  we  enclose  you  a  copy  of 
the  permission,  and  hope  it  may  come  to  your  hands  so 
early  as  to  enable  you  to  take  the  benefit  of  a  passage  in 
the  packet,  if  it  should  be  your  desire.  We  presume  the 
Committee  of  Huntington  will  accept  of  your  parole,  that 
you  will  go  to  Britain  on  your  leaving  Suffolk  County. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Huntington,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Sir  :  The  honourable  the  Continental  Congress  has  given 
permission  for  Mr.  Patrick  Sinclair  to  go  to  Britain,  of 
which  we  send  you  a  copy.  You  will  be  pleased  to  de- 
liver him  the  enclosed,  and  permit  him,  on  his  giving  his 
promised  parole  that  he  will  immediately  proceed  to  Bri- 
tain, to  come  to  New-York  to  take  passage,  whenever  it 
suits  his  convenience. 

Sarah  Sebom,  the  wife  of  Frederick  Sebom,  a  private 
sentinel  in  the  Company  whereof  Frederick  Weisenfeh, 
Esq.,  was  late  Captain,  now  in  the  Continental  service  at 
Quebeck,  being  in  distress,  with  her  family  of  children,  pro- 
duced a  letter  of  attorney  from  her  husband,  duly  executed, 
dated  the  8th  day  of  August  last,  and  certified  by  Captain 
Weisenfeh,  enabling  her  to  receive  thirty-five  Shillings  per 
month  of  her  husband's  pay : 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  advance  to  Sarah 
Sebom,  in  part  of  her  said  husband's  pay,  two  Pounds  thir- 
teen Shillings  and  four  Pence,  and  take  her  receipt  for  the 
same ;  and  that  he  inforni  General  Schuyler  and  the  Deputy 
Paymaster-General  thereof. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Isaac  Nicoll,  at  the  Fortifications, 
was  received  and  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following : 

"Fort  Constitution,  March  21,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  There  was  a  question  arose  yesterday  be- 
tween Colonel  Palmer  and  myself  concerning  the  command 
of  the  troops  now  stationed  at  Pooplopen  Kill.  Colonel 
Palmer  is  of  opinion  that,  in  consequence  of  a  resolve  of 
your  honourable  House  for  calling  Minute-men  out  of  his 
Regiment  in  particular  to  that  station,  it  was  the  intent  of 
Congress  (as  he  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  superintend 
the  work)  that  he  should  have  the  command  of  those  troops. 
I  am  of  opinion  that,  in  consequence  of  the  order  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  that  placed  me  here  as  commanding 
officer  of  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  the  command 
of  the  troops  at  both  stations  comes  within  my  department. 
I  would  therefore  beg  the  favour  of  your  honourable  Board 
to  solve  the  question,  and  let  me  know  by  the  bearer,  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Moffat,  whether  I  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  troops  at  that  station  or  not,  in  order  that  I  may  know 
how  to  make  a  proper  return  of  the  number  of  men  at  that 
station  now  in  the  service. 

"  I  have  sent  two  orders  by  the  bearer — one  for  services 
done  by  a  Minute  Company  at  this  station,  and  another  for 
sundries  with  which  I  stand  charged  to  particular  persons, 
as  per  account ;  and  as  the  money  is  wanting,  should  be 
glad  to  have  it  by  the  bearer.  Captain  Moffat,  if  possible. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  gendemeii,  your  most  obedient  and 
ve.y  humble  servant,  "Isaac  Nicoll. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of 
Neio-York." 

Ordered,  That  the  Accounts  enclosed  in  Colonel  NicoH's 
Letter  be  delivered  to  one  of  the  Auditors. 


Die  Veneris,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  22,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Colonel  Morris  Graham,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Captain  Rutgers,  Mr.  Scott,  Captain 

Denning. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cooper. 
For  Tryon. — Mr  Moore. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 


Gilbert  Forbes,  of  the  City  of  New-York,  Gunsmith,  at 
the  door,  was  admitted.  He  informs  that  he  has  lately  had 
a  certain  fVilliam  Clarke,  a  Lockfiler  by  trade,  and  a  useful 
niechanick,  employed  in  his  service  ;  that  a  person  named 
Winter,  from  Chester,  in  Maryland,  has  lately  come  here, 
and  insists  on  taking  the  said  William  Clarke  to  Chester,  in 
Maryland ;  that  he  has  offered  forty  Shillings,  Proclamation 
money,  per  week  to  the  said  Clarke ;  that  Clarke  having 
refused  to  accept  of  wages,  or  go  with  the  said  Winter, 
Winter  now  claims  him  as  a  servant,  and  has  threatened  to 
apprehend  the  said  William  Clarke,  and  to  commence  a 
suit  against  the  said  Gilbert  Forbes  : 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Gilbert  Forbes  be  protected  in 
the  employment  of  the  said  William  Clarke,  and  the  said 
William  Clarke  be  protected  in  pursuing  his  trade  and 
occupation  for  the  present ;  that  the  said  Gilbert  Forbes  and 
the  said  Winter  personally  appear  before  this  Committee  to 
be  heard  in  the  premises ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  no  suit 
or  other  measures  contrary  to  the  above  directions  be  pur- 
sued by  either  of  the  parties,  until  the  further  order  of  this 
Committee. 

(Many  unimportant  applications  to  the  Committee  were 
not  thought  worthy  of  notice  on  the  Minutes.) 

Henry  Remsen,  Esq.,  came  into  the  Committee,  and  con- 
ferred with  them  on  the  propriety  of  the  City  Committee 
calling  in  the  male  inhabitants  who  are  out  of  town,  for  a 
short  time,  to  take  a  tour  of  duty ;  on  the  necessity  of 
either  a  sale  or  a  loan  of  a  small  quantity  of  Gunpowder 
to  the  Militia  on  Bergen  Shore,  to  enable  them  to  protect 
Boats,  and  other  Craft,  against  the  Barges  of  the  Ships-of- 
War ;  and  on  sundry  other  matters. 

Colonel  Remsen  was  desired  to  inform  the  Committees  on 
Jersey  Shore  that  they  shall  have  the  loan  of  three  quarter- 
casks  of  Gunpowder,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Committee  of 
Bergen,  and  the  Committee  of  Acquacknunck. 

Die  Sabbati,  A.  M.,  March  23,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pureuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Colonel  Morris  Graham,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Van  Cort- 

landt,  Mr.  Sands,  Major  Stoutenburgh. 
Foe  Albany. — Colonel  P.  R.  Livingston. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Graham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cooper. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Col.  Joseph  Drake. 

Ordered,  That  the  Port-Master  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
permitted  to  take  with  him  on  board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of 
Gordon,  for  the  use  of  Governour  Tryon,  the  following 
articles,  viz:  Mrs.  Hatch,  one  boat-load  of  Wood,  one  box 
of  Kitchen  Furniture,  fifty  bushels  of  Corn,  and  one  and  a 
half  tons  of  Hay. 

John  Bell  attending,  requested  permission  to  go  on  board 
the  Packet  to  procure  a  passage  in  her  to  go  to  Eng- 
land : 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  John  Bell  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
permitted  to  go  on  board  the  Packet,  in  company  with  the 
Port-Master,  but  not  to  return ;  he  having  been  sworn  that 
he  will  not  convey  any  intelligence  relative  to  the  Fortifica- 
tions erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  Colony,  or 
carry  any  Letters  or  Papers  relative  thereto,  nor  any  other 
Letters  or  Papers  except  his  own  private  Papers,  or  such 
as  shall  have  been  inspected  by  two  members  of  this  Com- 
mittee. 

Gilbert  Forbes  and Winter  attended  the  Committee, 

were  called  in,  and  respectively  heard.  Mr.  Winter  pro- 
duced a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  sale  of  a  certain  William 
Jones,  but  without  seal,  not  signed  by  the  person  therein 
mentioned  by  the  name  of  William  Jones,  nor  in  any  man- 
ner authenticated,  agreeable  to  any  law  whatever.  The 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  is  no  evidence  whatever, 
and  do  not  countenance  his  apprehending  Clarke. 

David  Barclay  attended  the  Committee,  and  was  admitted. 
He  set  forth  many  difficulties  he  would  be  reduced  to  by 
dismissing  him  at  present  from  the  care  and  management  of 
the  Guard  at  the  Cannon  beyond  King's  Bridge,  as  he  had 
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hired  the  men  of  that  Guard  by  the  month.  He  furtlier 
declared  that  he  did  not  desire  any  advantage  from  the  sum 
reported  as  reasonable,  and  agreed  to  be  allowed  him  per 
month  by  the  Congress  for  that  Guard,  but  would  be  con- 
tented with  his  pay  and  disbursements. 

Ordered,  That  David  Barclay  continue  his  Guard  at  the 
Cannon  until  the  expiration  of  one  month  from  the  time  he 
took  the  care  and  management  of  that  Guard. 

A  Return  of  Militia  Officers  for  Eastchester,  in  Westches- 
ter County,  elected  in  the  presence  of  Daniel  Sering  and 
Stephen  Sneden,  Committee-men,  was  read  and  filed.  The 
following  Officers  are  thereby  returned  as  elected  on  the  9th 
instant,  viz :  Thomas  Pinckiiey,  Captain  ;  }Villiam  Pinck- 
ney,  Fii-st  Lieutenant ;  John  Sneden,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
and  William  Reed,  Ensign. 

A  Return  of  Militia  Officers  elected  in  the  presence  of 
Frederick  Van  Cortlandt  and  Thomas  Einans,  Committee- 
men, in  the  Precinct  of  the  Yonkers,  was  read  and  filed. 
The  following  Officers  are  thereby  returned  as  elected  on 
the  18th  instant,  to  wit:  John  Warner,  Captain;  Jacob 
Post,  First  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  Lawrence,  Second  Lieute- 
nant ;  and  Isaac  Post,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  the  Officers  of  the 
two  Companies  as  returned  elected  and  above-mentioned. 

And  the  said  Commissions  were  issued  accordingly. 

A  Letter  from  Major  Douglass  as  to  the  service  at  the 
Lakes,  and  which  was  received  yesterday,  was  read  and 
filed.  He  says  he  will  proceed  to  the  Lakes  when  he  re- 
ceives the  command  of  the  Continental  Congress,  or  the 
General,  if  his  health  will  permit ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
will  serve  his  country;  and  desires  the  Committee  would 
assist  and  forward  Mr.  Wynkoop. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  rela- 
tive to  the  command  on  the  Lakes,  and  recommending  Cap- 
tain Wynkoop,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  March  23,  1 776. 

Gentlemen:  On  the  16th  instant,  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress (then  about  to  adjourn)  received  a  letter  from  Major- 
General  Schuyler  respecting  Major  Douglass  and  Captain 
Wynkoop,  of  which  we  enclose  a  copy,  (JNo.  1.)  The 
Provincial  Congress  immediately  sent  for  Captain  Wyn- 
koop, read  the  General's  letter  to  him,  delivered  him  a 
copy,  desired  him  to  call  on  Major  Douglass  with  it,  and 
return  an  answer  the  speediest  possible. 

On  the  18th,  Captain  Wynkoop  informed  the  Committee 
of  Safety  that  he  had  called  on  Major  Douglass,  (who  is  in 
Colonel  Ward's  Regiment,  in  King's  County,)  and  delivered 
him  a  copy  of  the  General's  letter ;  that  Major  Douglass 
had  intimated  that  he  was  now  in  service ;  that  it  would  be 
at  least  two  months  before  he  could  attend  at  the  Lakes,  if 
his  health  would  then  permit.  The  Committee  thereupon 
wrote  to  Major  Douglass,  and  on  the  21st  received  his  an- 
swer, of  which  we  enclose  you  copies,  (Nos.  2  and  3.) 

The  season  is  so  far  advanced,  that  the  service  must 
suffer  if  the  vessels  on  the  Lakes  are  not  immediately  em- 
ployed. We  have  prevailed  on  Captain  Wynkoop,  by  this 
reason  only,  to  engage  seamen,  and  proceed  to  the  General, 
with  all  possible  despatch.  We  beg  leave,  through  you,  to 
inform  Congress  that  Captain  Wynkoop  was  bred  a  mariner ; 
has  frequently  been  master  of  mercantile  vessels  ;  and  served 
with  reputation  during  the  last  war  both  in  the  land  and 
marine  departments  ;  we  think  him  an  officer  of  merit,  and 
we  have  heard  his  conduct  in  the  last  campaign  highly 
api)lauded. 

We  have  promised  to  recommend  Mr.  Wynkoop  to  Con- 
gress for  the  command  of  the  vessels  on  the  Lakes.  This 
we  do  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  as  we  think  him  equal 
to  the  command  and  worthy  of  the  trust;  and,  from  General 
Schuyler's  letter,  we  are  induced  to  believe  it  would  not  be 
disagreeable  to  him. 

We  do  not  wish  to  impose  Captain  Wynkoop's  services 
on  Congress  in  this  command,  if  it  is  not  perfecdy  agreeable 
to  them ;  and  should  the  Congress  think  proper  to  order 
Major  Douglass,  or  any  other  gentleman,  to  go  up  to  take 
that  command,  we  pray  their  determination  may  be  speedy, 
that  the  service  may  not  suffijr,  as  Captain  Wynkoop  will 
not  continue  in  that  service  under  Major  Douglass. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  &tc. 

To  the  New-  York  Delegates  in  Continental  Congress. 


Die  Solis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  March  24,  177C. 
Several  Members  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
No  material  business  appeai-ing  necessary,  the  Commit- 
tee adjourned  to  go  to  Church. 

Die  Solis,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  March  24,  1776: 
The  Committee  met  on  summons.     Present : 

For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Captain  Denning, 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Colonel  Lott,  Major  Stou- 
tenlmrgh,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  John  V.  Cortlandt, 
Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Beekman,  Colonel  Brasher. 

For  Albany. — Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingston. 

For  Dutchess. — General  P.  Ten  Broeck. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Colonel  Brasher  was  unanimously  chosen  Chairman. 

The  Letter  hereinafter  mentioned,  from  John  Chatfield, 
Chairman,  received  by  express,  which  occasioned  a  sum- 
mons of  the  Members,  was  read,  and  sundry  copies  thereof 
taken. 

The  following  Resolves  and  Letters,  for  sending  Gun- 
powder to  Suffolk  County,  were  read  and  agreed  to,  but  for 
want  of  another  County  represented,  the  Members  present 
were  adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Die  LuniE,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  25,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present : 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Colonel  McDougall.  Co- 
lonel Brasher,  Mr.  Prince. 

For  Albany. — Colonel  Peter  R.  Livingston. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

For  Ulster Mr.  Cantine. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Dutchess. — General  Petrus  Ten  Broeck,  Mr.  Everr 
son. 

The  Letter  from  John  Chatfield,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  tiie 
Committee  of  Easthampton,  received  and  read  yesterday, 
was  again  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Easthampton,  March  22,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  This  day,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon, our  guard  stationed  at  Montauk  saw  twenty  sail  of 
square-rigged  vessels  (five  of  them  appeared  to  be  large) 
and  two  sloops,  bearing  about  south-southeast  from  the  point 
of  Montauk,  about  nine  or  ten  miles  to  sea,  the  wind  south- 
southeast,  the  weather  something  thick  and  hazy,  steering 
about  northeast  by  north,  and  sailed  to  the  eastward  of 
Block-Island,  and  suppose,  by  the  course  they  steered,  that 
they  were  going  into  Rhode-Island.  This,  gentlemen,  is  all 
the  information  we  can  give  you  concerning,  them,  as  about 
one  o'clock  they  disappeared  behind  Block-Island,  and  they 
saw  them  no  more. 

"  As  we  are  a  frontier,  at  the  east  end  of  Long-Island, 
and  are  destitute  of  men  to  defend  us,  and  have  but  little 
ammunition,  should  be  very  glad  if  the  honourable  House 
would  use  their  endeavours  that  we  may  have  some  assist- 
ance. 

"We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  humble  ser- 
vants. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Easthampton. 
"John  Chatfield,  Chairman." 

The  Committee,  taking  uito  consideration  the  defenceless 
state  of  Suffolk  County, 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  pounds  of  Gunpowder  and 
four  thousand  pounds  of  Lead,  be  immediately  depatched 
by  a  boat  to  Huntington,  for  the  use"  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Suffolk  County,  to  be  charged  to  the  County,  and  the  Coun- 
ty to  be  accountable  for  the  same.  That  a  Letter  be  writ- 
ten to  Brigadier-General  WoodhuU,  informing  him  of  the 
supply  of  Ammunition  sent  to  his  County ;  and  that  Mr. 
Tredwell  have  the  management  of  forwarding  the  said  Am- 
munition. 

And  Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Woodhidl  be,  and 
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he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  make  such  disposition  of  the  Mi- 
htia  of  his  Brigade,  on  any  sudden  invasion  when  he  may 
find  it  necessary,  as  he  from  time  to  time  shall  thinly  best, 
without  delaying  for  directions  from  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Continental  Forces  in  this  Colony,  or  from  the  County 
Committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Colony  Commissary 
of  Stores,  deliver  to  Thomas  Trcdtvcll,  Esq.,  or  his  order, 
one  diousand  pounds  of  Gunpowder  and  four  thousand 
pounds  of  Lead,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Suffolk 
■County,  and  that  Mr.  Norwood  take  Mr.  TredwelVs  receipt 
for  tlie  same. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  was 
read  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Sir:  We  have  by  this  conveyance  sent  to  Hunting- 
ton one  thousand  pounds  of  gunpowder,  and  four  thousand 
pounds  of  lead,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  your  Coun- 
ty, to  be  charged  to  the  County,  to  be  accountable.  We 
must  add  *hat  ammunition  is  so  scarce  that  it  is  not  proba- 
ble you  will  soon  receive  any  further  supply. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  you  are 
authorized  to  make  such  dispositions  of  the  Militia  of  your 
brigade,  on  any  sudden  invasion,  as  you,  from  time  to  time, 
shall  think  best,  without  delaying  for  directions  from  die 
Provincial  Congress,  Committee  of  Safety,  or  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Contmental  forces  in  this  Colony, 
or  from  the  County  Committee. 

We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 

To  Brigadier-General  Woodhull. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Commissary  of  the 
Military  Stores  of  this  Colony,  do  not  deliver  out  any  Pow- 
der, Ball,  or  Flints,  belonging  to  the  Colony,  without  the 
order  of  the  Congress,  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Co- 
lony for  the  time  being,  except  in  time  of  invasion,  and 
when  neither  the  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this 
Colony  are  convened. 

Ordered ,  further ,  That  the  said  Commissary  make  a  re- 
turn to  this  Committee  of  the  Powder,  Ball,  and  Flints,  he 
has  delivered ;  particularly  specifying  by  whose  order,  and 
to  whom  delivered ;  and  also  of  the  quantity  of  Powder, 
Ball,  and  Flint,  he  shall  have  in  store  belonging  to  this  Co- 
lony, after  the  order  of  this  day,  for  supplying  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  be  completed. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  Philadelphia, 
was  read.  They  thereby  inform  us  that  they  have  sent  Cap- 
tain Charles  Alexander  and  Lieutenant  John  Hennessey, 
two  officers  of  the  armed-boats  in  that  Province,  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  Seamen  for  the  Naval  service  of  that 
Province,  and  recommend  them  to  this  Committee  for  as- 
sistance. 

A  Letter  from  James  Duane,  Esq.,  at  Continental  Con- 
gress, was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
■wit: 

"Philadelphia,  March  21,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  The  bearer,  Mr.  Carpenter  Wharton,  is 
Commissary  for  the  Pennsylvania  Troops.  He  supplies  them 
by  contract  at  seven  pence  per  ration,  Philadelphia  curren- 
cy. He  will  probably  make  the  same  offer  for  the  rest  of 
the  Anny  in  the  Middle  Department,  and  unless  others  will 
be  equally  reasonable,  must  be  entitled  to  a  preference,  it 
being  the  intention  of  Congress  to  have  their  Armies  sup- 
plied on  the  easiest  terms.  He  supports  a  very  fair  charac- 
ter in  this  place,  and  is  well  connected. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  regard,  gen- 
tlemen, your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"James  Duane. 
"Honourable  Convention  of  New-York." 

Mr.  Wharton  delivered  to  a  Member  (who  brought  it 
into  the  Committee)  the  following  Resolve,  to  wit : 

"In  Congress,  March  16, 1776. — Resolved,  That  Car- 
pcnter  IMiarton,  Commissary,  continue,  agreeable  to  his 
contract,  to  supply  with  Rations  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions 
serving  in  New-York. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 


It  appearing  necessary  that  this  Committee  should  know 
how  many  Officers  and  men  are  at  the  Fortifications  erect- 
ing at  Hell-gate  : 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Loit  and  Colonel  Brasher  be  a 
Committee  to  go  to  Home's  Hook,  and  muster  all  the  Troops 
there,  both  Officers  and  Privates,  and  return  an  exact  List 
of  those  Troops,  specifying  the  names  of  the  Officers  and  of 
the  men  in  their  respective  Companies  there,  in  actual  ser- 
vice ;  and  that  the  said  Committee  see  every  man  whose 
name  they  shall  take  down  or  report. 

Ordered,  That  the  Port-Master  be,  and  he  is  hereby  per- 
mitted to  put  on  board  the  Packet  one  barrel  of  Ale,  and 
on  board  of  the  Dutchess  of  Gordon  five  hundred  weight  of 
Bread. 

James  Cooper,  a  Boatman,  and  George  Allisony.  a  Saw- 
yer, going  on  board  of  the  Packet  w  ith  the  Port-Master  with 
Wood,  were  severally  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
not  to  give  any  intelligence  to  any  person  on  board  of  the 
said  Packet,  Goveniour  Tryon's  Ship,  or  the  Ships-of-War 
in  the  Harbour,  relative  to  the  Fortifications  erecting  for  the 
defence  of  the  City  or  Colony,  and  that  they  will  not  carry 
on  board  any  Letters  or  Paper  writings  whatsoever : 

Ordered,  That  they  be  admitted  to  go  on  board  with  the 
Port-Master. 

Mr.  James  Campbell,  Merchant,  from  Canada,  was  ad- 
mitted. He  was  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  not  to 
communicate  any  intelligence  to  any  pereon  or  pei-sons  on 
board  of  the  Packet,  or  of  Governour  Iryon's  Ship,  the 
Dutchess  of  Gordon,  or  either  of  the  Ships-of-War  in  this 
Harbour,  with  respect  to  the  Fortifications  erecting  for  the 
defence  of  this  City  and  Colony,  and  that  he  will  not  carry 
on  board,  nor  deliver  to  any  person  on  board  of  either  of 
those  vessels,  any  letters  or  writings  relative  thereto,  and 
that  he  will  not  carry  on  board  any  other  letters  or  papers 
whaitsoever,  except  his  own  private  papers,  or  such  as  shall 
be  first  inspected  by  order  of  this  Committee : 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  Campbell  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  permitted  to  go  on  board  the  Packet,  (with  the 
Port-Master,)  not  to  return  ;  he  having  been  duly  sworn  that 
he  will  not  communicate  any  intelligence  with  respect  to 
the  Fortifications  erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and 
Colony,  or  carry  any  Letters  or  Papers  which  contain  any 
intelligence  relative  thereto. 

Captain  Johannes  Jacobus  Slauvelt  attending,  informed 
the  Committee,  that  he  was  come  down  with  a  party  of 
Minute-men  from  Orangetou'n ;  that  his  and  his  Lieutenant's 
Commissions  are  for  the  Militia ;  and  prayed  that  a  Com- 
mission be  made  out  for  him  as  a  Minute  Captain,  and 
another  for  his  Lieutenant  as  an  Ensign  of  the  same  nature, 
his  Lieutenant  having  agreed  to  accept  of  Ensign's  pay. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  Johannes  Jacobus 
Blauvelt  as  Captain,  and  Jacobus  Smith  as  Ensign,  of  the 
Orangetown  Company  of  Minute-men. 

And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

A  permit  from  Nicholas  Cooke,  Esquire,  Governour  of 
the  Colony  of  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
under  the  seal  of  the  said  Colony,  bearing  date  the  9th  day 
of  March,  instant,  was  read.  He  thereby  permits  Upton 
Fraser,  Master  of  the  Sloop  Greenwich,  to  proceed  to  the 
Colony  of  New-York  in  ballast  only,  and  there  take  on 
board  a  lading  of  Provisions  and  other  articles,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  City,  Town, 
or  County,  where  he  shall  lade,  and  to  return  to  that  Co- 
lony. 

Sufficient  bond  having  been  given  thai  he,  the  said  Isaac 
Upton,  shall  in  all  things  conform  himself  to  the  Continental 
Association, 

Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of 
New-York,  or  their  sub-Committee  of  Inspection,  be  per- 
mitted, and  hereby  are  permitted,  to  give  pennission  to  Isaac 
Upton,  Master  of  the  Sloop  Greenwich,  to  take  on  board  a 
lading  of  Flour,  Bread,  or  any  other  Provisions  whatsoever, 
(Beef  and  Pork  excepted,)  and  any  quantity  of  pig  Iron 
that  they  may  think  proper,  and  export  the  same  to  Rhode- 
Island,  under  such  directions  or  restrictions,  and  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  think  proper. 

To  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  o{  New- York,  and 
to  Mr.  Ray  and  Colonel  Hyer  their  sub-Committee,  and 
to  Captain  William  Mercier. 
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The  Committee,  finding  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Lead 
cannot  be  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  publicii  and  the 
necessary  defence  of  this  Colony, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Prince  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  employ  proper  Mechanicks  for  that  purpose, 
and  to  take  the  Leads  out  of  the  window-cases  of  the  City- 
Hall  of  this  City,  and  also  out  of  the  Exchange  of  this  City 
of  INew-  York ;  to  keep  an  account  of  the  weight  of  Lead 
taken  out  of  each  Building,  separately,  that  the  weight  of 
Lead  taken  out  of  each  may  be  known  ;  and  that  Mr.  Frince 
cause  the  said  Lead  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Curtcnius,  or 
his  order. 

Mr.  Prince  informed  the  Committee  that  Mr.  John  Meyer, 
the  keeper  of  the  City- Hall,  refused  to  open  the  doors  of  the 
different  apartments  in  the  Hall,  unless  he  should  be  order- 
ed by  this  Committee : 

Thereupon,  it  was  Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Meyer  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  and  required  to  open  the  doors 
of  all  the  rooms  and  apartments  in  the  City-Hall  of  .the 
City  o{  New- York,  that  Mr.  Samuel  Prince  may  be  enabled 
to  take  the  Leaden  Weights  out  of  the  window-casements, 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  this  Committee  of  this  day. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  four  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Die  Lunae,  4  ho.  P.  M.,  March  25,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pui"suant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Prince,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  P.  R.  Livingston. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson,  Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Sdffolk. — Mr.  TredweU. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood  deliver  to  Colonel  Mc- 
Dougall, or  bis  order,  one  quarter-cask  of  Gunpowder,  to 
be  forwarded  to  Cornelius  Atherton,  for  the  purpose  of 
proving  the  Musket-barrels  the  said  Atherton  hath  made  by 
contract  with  Colonel  McDougall  and  Colonel  Curtenius ; 
the  price  of  the  said  Gunpowder  to  be  deducted  out  of  the 
first  payment  to  be  made  on  the  said  contract. 

John  McDonald,  the  person  lately  sent  by  the  Provincial 
Congress  (pursuant  to  an  order  of  Continental  Congress) 
to  explore  the  Lead-Mines  at  New-Canaan,  returned.  His 
Report,  with  several  Letters  relating  thereto,  were  read  and 
filed. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esquire, 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay 
to  John  McDonald  the  sum  of  eighteen  Dollars,  for  his  ser- 
vices in  going  to  explore  a  Lead-Mine  at  New-Canaan, 
pursuant  to  an  order  of  Continental  Congress,  and  take  his 
receipt  for  the  same  on  Continental  account. 

Resolved,  That  the  Captains  and  inferior  Officers  and 
Mariners  of  the  Armed  Vessels  now  fitted  out,  or  to  be  fitted 
out  by  this  Colony,  for  the  protection  of  its  trade,  against 
the  depredations  of  tlie  enemy,  be  subject  to,  and  governed 
by  the  Articles  of  War  made  by  the  Continental  Congress 
for  the  government  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Colonies ; 
and  that  Captain  Smith,  of  the  Sloop  Schuyler,  and  Cap- 
tain Rogers,  be  §ach  of  them  served  with  a  copy  of  this 
Resolution. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Hay,  dated  the  24th  instant,  was 
read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Haverstraw,  March  24,  1776. 

"Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  Congress  of 
the  13th  instant,  ordering  sixty-five  privates  to  be  drafted 
out  of  my  regiment  and  sent  to  New-  York,  I  have  called 
the  regiment  together  for  the  purpose. 

"  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cooper,  of  the  Minute  Regiment, 
attended,  and  insisted  on  drafiing  every  fourth  man  to  com- 
plete his  regiment.  This  created  great  uneasiness  in  my 
regiment,  and  rendered  it  impossible  for  me  to  send  down 
the  detachment  required,  without  greatly  distressing  the  in- 
habitants, which  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  postpone  the 
business  until  Wednesday  next,  which  day  the  regiment  is 
again  ordered  to  attend. 


"  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  publick  service  will  be  greatly 
promoted  if  the  Committee  of  Safety  would  order  to  New- 
York  the  Minute  Regiment,  or  sixty-five  of  that  corps,  in- 
stead of  the  detachment  from  my  regiment.  Tlie  publick 
by  this  means  will  be  furnished  with  tlie  young  men,  well 
accoutred. 

"  I  should  be  happy  to  have  the  sentiments  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  on  this  subject  by  the  bearer  hereof.  If  the 
Committee  of  Safety  should  agree  in  opinion  with  me,  be 
pleased  to  forward  their  order  to  Colonel  Cooper  by  the 
bearer  of  this,  so  that  I  may  have  it  by  Wednesday  next. 

"  1  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient  hum- 
ble servant,  ,<  *    u  u      „ 
'                                       "  A.  Hawkes  Hay. 

An  Answer  to  Colonel  Hay  was  read  and  approved,  and 
is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  March  25,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  yours  of  yesterday,  we  would  just  in- 
form you,  that  we  shall  give  orders  to  Colonel  Cooper,  who 
is  now  in  town,  to  send  down  a  company  of  Minute-men, 
in  lieu  of  those  ordered  by  the  Congress  to  be  drafted  out  of 
your  regiment.  At  the  same  time,  "as  the  enemy  have  quit- 
ted Boston,  and  we  know  not  how  soon  they  will  be  here, 
we  would  urge  it  upon  you  with  the  greatest  earnestness  to 
use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  have  your  regiment  in  all 
possible  readiness  to  march  upon  the  shortest  notice. 

We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
To  Colonel  A.  Hawkes  Hay. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  -and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Ordered,  That  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cuj^er,  of  the  Orange 
County  Regiment  of  Minute-men,  send  down  to  New-York, 
as  soon  as  possible,  one  full  Company  of  the  Orange  Coun- 
ty Regiment  of  Minute-men,  completely  armed,  accoutred, 
and  appointed  in  the  best  manner,  and  each  with  his  Blan- 
ket. That  this  Company  be  sent  down  to  New- York  in- 
stead of  the  Company  which  Colonel  Hay  was  desired  to 
despatch  fiom  his  Regiment. 

A  Letter  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  DwteA- 
ess  County  was  received  and  read,  anci  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Dutchess  County  Committee,  March  19,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  The  following  recruiting  officers,  viz  :  Captain 
Swartwout,  Captain  Barker,  and  Captain  Pierce,  came  be- 
fore this  Committee  and  informed  us  that  they  were  under 
great  difficulties  with  respect  to  raising  men  in  this  County, 
by  reason  of  the  reduction  of  the  wages  of  the  soldiers,  and 
that  many  of  the  young  men  in  this  County  that  were  dis- 
posed to  go  into  the  service,  had  inlisted  in  the  Connecticut 
Regiments,  as  their  pay  is  there  still  kept  up  to  the  former 
establishment,  viz :  five  pounds  three  shillings  and  four  pence 
bounty,  and  five  pounds  three  shillings  and  four  pence  per 
month,  and  a  month's  pay  and  the  bounty  advanced  imme- 
diately upon  inlisting.  They  likewise  informed  us  that  they 
labour  under  another  difficulty,  from  this  circumstance,  that 
the  time  of  inlistment  is  not  limited,  but  left  indefinite  in 
the  instructions. 

"  From  this  information,  and  from  our  own  observations  of 
the  dissatisfaction  throughout  the  country,  caused  by  the  late 
establishment  of  the  soldiers'  pay,  this  Committee  are  of  opi- 
nion the  companies  cannot  be  filled  in  this  County  without 
an  augmentation  of  wages. 

"  You  will  please  to  favour  us  with  the  sentiments  of  Con- 
gress respecting  these  matters  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the 
officers  wait  for  our  answer. 

"  We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants. 

"By  order  of  the  Committee. 

"Egbert  Benson,  Chairman." 

Draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  Letter  from  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Dutchess  County  was  read,  approved, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  March  25, 1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  this  day  favoured  with  your  letter 
of  the  19th  instant,  stating  the  difficulties  of  the  recruiting 
officers  in  your  County.  We  apprphend  their  difficulties 
arise  from  mistake.  The  pay,  clothing,  and  bounty,  allow- 
ed to  the  Continental  troops  now  raising  in  this  Colony,  are 
the  same  as  allowed  in  Connecticut,  Jersey,  Sic.  It  is  the 
Continental  establishment  for  all  troops  raised  for  service  in 
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the  Middle  Colonies,  and  for  all  Continental  forces  what- 
ever, that  we  know  of,  except  those  raised  for  the  service  in 
Canada.  The  troops  raised  for  the  Canadian  service  only 
have  five  pounds  three  shillings  and  four  pence  per  month, 
one  month's  pay  advanced,  but  to  be  discounted.  And  we 
conceive  that  the  arduous  service  they  undertake,  and  the 
high  prices  that  must  be  there  paid  for  every  necessary,  ren- 
der their  pay  and  service  not  the  most  eligible.  The  allow- 
ances and  regulations  published  in  this  Colony  are  in  the  very 
words  of  the  Continental  Congress.  It  is  not  in  our  power 
to  change  the  terms  given  to  the  troops,  in  any  one  article. 

We  hope  the  gentlemen  in  your  County  may  succeed  in 
raising  their  companies,  as  we  have  some  time  ago  refused 
several  gentlemen  who  offered  their  service,  with  full  com- 
panies, out  of  respect  to  your  County  Committee's  recom- 
mendations that  your  County  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
employing  their  proportion  of  officers  and  men.  But  if  any 
of  them  cannot  raise  their  men,  we  ought  to  be  informed  of 
it  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  Continental  Congress  has  more 
tlian  OHce  directed  inquiries  whether  the  troops  are  raised, 
or  how  near  being  completed. 

We  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Uu^cA- 
ess  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  trans- 
mitted. 

A  Letter  ijx)m  John  Barnes,  of  Charlotte  Precinct,  in 
Dutchess  County,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

«  Charlotte  Precinct,  Dutchess  County,  March  32, 1776. 

"  Sir  :  In  consequence  of  a  variety  of  accidents  the  en- 
closed alterations  have  taken  place  in  the  four  companies  of 
Militia  in  this  Precinct.  I  have  therefore  to  beg  you  will 
be  pleased  to  return  me  the  several  commissions  here  spe- 
cified as  soon  as  possible,  lest  the  service  may  be  impeded 
by  delay,  as  some  individuals  are  so  obstinate  as  to  refiise 
training  until  their  Captains  produce  their  commissions.  I 
am  also  sorry  to  observe  that  the  late  nomination  oi  Bernard 
Dovghty  and  Dirck  Doty  as  Captains,  (though  conformable 
to  the  rules  prescribed,)  were,  I  am  persuaded,  chosen  under 
an  undue  influence,  and  done  merely  to  render  the  service 
of  their  companies  useless  and  contemptible.  Of  course  it 
cannot  be  expected  the  inferior  officers  named,  (who  are 
good  men,)  together  with  a  number  of  men  belonging  to 
these  two  companies,  (who  would  otherwise  be  imbodied,) 
will  obey  orders.  For  these  reasons  I  have  not  troubled  you 
with  their  names.  These  several  circumstances  were  de- 
bated yesterday  in  the  County  Committee  then  sitting,  and 
Captain  Doughty  examined  thereupon  ;  yet  still  we  found 
it  impossible  to  set  aside  his  election.  Captain  Doty, 
though  not  examined  in  person,  we  found  exactly  in  the 
same  predicament ;  upon  the  whole,  therefore,  it  was  pro- 
posed that  their  commissions  only  should  be  written  for,  and, 
when  received,  tRat  Colonel  Sutherland  be  requested  to  see 
that  every  part  of  their  duty  as  Captains  be  strictly  attend- 
ed to.  By  this  mode  of  proceeding,  it  is  expected  they  will 
bring  on  their  own  dissolution,  and  thereby  create  a  new 
election,  when  it  may  reasonably  be  expected  a  better  one 
will  succeed. 

"  I  am,  respectfiilly,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"John  Barnes. 
"  To  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esquire. 

"Stoutenburgh's,  late  William  Gay,  declined :  Joseph  Hager- 
man,  Captain  ;  John  Hagerman,  First  Lieutenant ;  Jona- 
than Holmes,  Second  Lieutenant. 

"Gidney's,  late  De  la  Vemge,  preferred  :  Frederick  Stritt, 
Captain  ;  William  Woodworth,  First  Lieutenant ;  Daniel 
Hamill,  Second  Lieutenant;  David  Ostrom,  Ensign. 

"  Christopher  Tobias,  late  Jacob  Tobias,  deceased :  Ber- 
nard Doughty,  Captain. 

"Sharpstone's,  late  Isaac  Bloom,  on  Minute  service :  Dirck 
Doty,  Captain." 

Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  26,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :    William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chainnan  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougaU,  Mr.  Sands, 


For  LTlster. — Mr.  Cantine. 

For  Albany. — Colonel  P.  R.  Livingston. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Suffoi^k. — Mr.  TredweU. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  King's.— -Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Cumberland. — Colonel  WiUiam  TVilliams. 

For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Graham,  Mr.  Everson. 

Whereas  the  allowance  made  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  the  Frocks  of  the  Troops  to  be  raised  in  this  Colo- 
ny, appears  to  be  insufficient,  owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of 
the  proper  stuff  to  make  them  of;  and  whereas  it  is  neces- 
sary for  encouraging  the  raising  the  said  Troops  expeditious- 
ly, that  they  should  be  clothed  in  Unifonn, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that, 
as  well  for  the  reputation  as  the  security  of  this  Colony,  the 
Troops  should  be  raised  without  delay,  and  that  all  en- 
couragement should  be  given  for  that  purpose. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenkis  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  directed  to  provide  Frocks  for  the  Ti-oops  raising 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  of  the  most  proper  Cloth  he 
may  be  able  to  procure,  and  on  the  most  reasonable  terms 
in  his  power. 

Mr.  Peter  Vandervoort  attending,  requested  permission  to 
export  twenty  barrels  of  Flour,  for  the  use  of  some  persons 
employed  in  erecting  a  fortification  aX  New-London. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Peter  Vandervoort  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, permitted  to  export  twenty  baiTels  of  Flour,  for  the  use  of 
those  who  are  erecting  a  fortification  at  New-London. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  TredweU  and  Mr.  Moore  be  a 
Committee  to  consider  of,  and  report  a  plan  for  disarming 
the  Tories,  pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Continental 
Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Colonels,  or  Commanding  Officers  of 
the  respective  Corps  of  Minute-men  now  in  service  at  New^ 
York  or  the  places  adjacent,  do  permit  the  Recruiting  Offi- 
cers of  the  several  Regiments  now  raising  in  this  Colony  for 
Continental  service,  to  inlist  any  men  they  can  out  of  the 
said  Minute  Regiments ;  and  that  the  said  Recmiting  Offi- 
cers be  permitted  to  take  such  men  as  they  may  so  inlist 
into  their  respective  corps  of  Continental  Troops  immedi- 
ately. 

A  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Thompson  was  received, 
read,  and  is  as  follows,  viz : 

"  New- York,  March  26,  1776. 

"  Gentlesien  :  I  must  request  you  would  furnish  me 
with  the  sum  of  three  hundred  Dollars,  which  I  at  present 
stand  in  need  of  for  the  publick  service.  Major  Scull,  who 
waits  on  you  with  this,  will  give  the  proper  receipt. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servant, 

"William  Thompson,  Brigadier-General." 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Briigh  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony,  advance  to  Brigadier-General  Thompson,  the  sura 
of  three  hundred  Dollars,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same, 
on  Continental  account. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Post  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  di- 
rected to  furnish  the  Barrackmaster  with  as  many  Tables, 
Benches,  and  other  necessary  articles,  for  the  use  of  tlie 
Troops  in  this  City,  as  the  Barrack  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
require  or  stand  in  need  of. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Isaac  Sears,  with  General  Lee's  orders 
to  him  for  his  expedition  to  (Queen's  County,  were  several- 
ly read.  Mr.  Sears  desires  that  the  Bills  he  drew  while 
employed  on  that  expedition,  may  be  paid. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  papers  be  filed. 

Ordered,  That  five  hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder  be' 
sent  to  the  Committee  of  Orange  County ;  and  that  the 
Committees  of  the  Counties  of  Ulster  and  Dutchess  be  au- 
thorized, and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  receive  each 
one  thousand  weight  of  the  ton  of  Gunpowder  lodged  in 
Fort  Constitution,  belonging  to  this  Colony ;  and  that  the 
respective  Counties  above-mentioned  be  charged  with  the 
said  Powder ;  and  that  the  said  Powder  be  disposed  of  by 
the  respective  Committees  of  the  said  Counties,  in  the  best 
manner  to  prevent  the  attacks  or  ravages  of  any  enemy 
who  might  attempt  to  proceed  up  Hudson's  River. 
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And  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  each  of  the  said 
Counties  respectively,  give  such  directions  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  said  Gunpowder  that  it  may  not  be  wasted,  or 
expended,  but  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  lest  those 
Counties  might  be  distressed  before  any  other  possible  sup- 
ply can  be  afforded  to  them. 

And  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  Commissa- 
ry, deliver  to  Theunis  Cuyper,  Esq.,  five  hundred  weight  of 
Gunpowder,  for  the  County  Committee  of  Orange  County, 
and  that  Mr.  Norwood  take  Mr.  Cuyper's  receipt  for  the 
?ame. 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  Colonel  NicolPs  Letter,  of  the 
21st  instant,  which  was  received  on  the  22d,  was  read,  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  March  26,  1776. 

Sir:  Yours,  of  the  the  21st  instant,  came  safe  to  hand, 
and  we  are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Palmer^s  being  appointed 
one  of  the  Commissioners  does  by  no  means  supersede 
or  interfere  with  your  appointment  as  commander  of  the 
troops  at  the  posts ;  and  that  you  should  still  continue  to 
command  all  the  troops  at  the  different  Fortifications  in  the 
Highlands,  according  to  your  original  appointment,  until 
you  shall  be  relieved  by  some  Continental  officer,  or  until 
the  further  order  of  a  Committee  of  Safety,  or  Congress,  of 
this  Colony  ;  but  the  Commissioners  undoubtedly  have  pow- 
er to  direct  that  the  troops  be  set  to  work  in  such  numbers 
and  in  such  parts  of  the  Fortifications  as  they  may  think 
proper,  to  carry  on  the  works.  We  have  no  reason  to  doubt 
but  you  will  so  command  the  troops  as  will  render  them 
most  useful  for  that  purpose. 

The  accounts  you  sent  down  could  not  be  audited  for 
want  of  proper  vouchers ;  but  that  you  may  have  the  money 
as  soon  as  possible  we  shall  order  the  Commissioners  to  audit 
and  pay  them. 

We  are,  sir,  with  respect,  your  very  humble  servants. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Die  Martis,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  March  26,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:   WiUiam  PaiiMittg,  Esq.,  Chairman  jwo.  tern. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.   Van  Cori- 

landt,  Mr.  Sands. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  P.  R.  Livingston. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cooper. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  WiUiam  WiUiams. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Cantine. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredweU. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  M.  Graham,  Mr.  Everson. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Charles  Alexander  and  Lieu- 
tenant John  Hennessey  be  at  liberty  to  inlist  the  Mariners 
lately  brought  from  the  east  end  of  Nassau-Island,  and  now 
confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City,  and  take  them  to  Phila- 
delphia; and  that  the  said  Mariners  be  discharged  from 
confinement  on  the  request  of  those  gendemen. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  having  called  and  examined 
the  gentlemen  inlisting  Mariners  for  the  three  vessels  on  the 
Lake,  by  order  of  Continental  Congress,  and  the  Captains 
of  the  Armed  Vessels  fitting  out  by  order  of  this  Colony  for 
the  defence  of  the  trade  between  Sandy-Hook  and  the  Capes 
of  Delaware,  are  informed  that  there  are  but  few  Mariners 
in  this  city,  and  not  more,  if  so  many,  as  will  be  sufficient  for 
the  necessary  purposes  above-mentioned.  The  Committee 
are  therefore  of  opinion  that  they  cannot,  with  justice  to  the 
Colony  or  to  the  publick  service  to  the  northward,  consent 
that  Captain  Alexander  and  Lieutenant  Hennessey  inlist, 
or  take  away  any  other  Mariners  than  those  above-men- 
tioned. 

Thomas  Hockley,  of  Philadelphia,  Merchant,  and  John 
Warder,  of  the  same  place.  Merchant,  (being  two  of  the 
people  called  Qiiakers,)  attending,  were  admitted.  Matthias 
Aspin,  of  Philadelphia,  and  William  Homer,  of  Virginia, 
also  attending,  were  admitted. 

The  said  Thomas  Hockley  and  John  Warder  were  re- 


spectively duly  affirmed ;  and  the  said  Matthias  Aspin  and 
William  Horner  were  respectively  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists,  not  to  give  any  information  or  intelligence  what- 
soever to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever  on  board  of  the 
Packet,  the  ship  in  which  Governour  Tryon  resides,  the 
Ships  Asia  or  Phenix,  or  on  board  of  any  other  vessel  in  this 
Colony,  under  the  care  or  direction  of,  or  connected  with 
any  person  on  board  of  either  of  the  vessels  above-mention- 
ed, relative  to  any  Fortifications  erecting  for  the  defence  of 
this  City  and  Colony,  or  any  other  of  the  United  Colonies  ; 
nor  relative  to  the  American  Fleet,  or  any  anned  vessels 
fitted  out  by  any  Colony  or  place;  and  not  to  carry  on 
board  of  either  of  the  said  vessels,  nor  deliver  to  any  person 
belonging  to  either  of  them,  any  papers  or  writings  what- 
ever relative  thereto ;  nor  any  other  papers  or  writings  but 
such  as  shall  have  been  first  shown  to  this  Committee,  and 
permitted  to  be  taken  on  board. 

Thereupon  permits  were  given  to  the  said  four  persons 
respectively,  to  go  on  board  of  the  Packet  with  the  Port- 
Master. 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration  Mr.  Duane^s  Let' 
ter,  received  yesterday  by  Commissary  Wharton. 

Thereupon  a  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, on  the  subject  of  the  contract  for  victualling  the  Troops, 
was  read,  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit: 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  March  26,  1776. 

Sir  :  In  the  month  of  February  last,  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony  received,  amongst  other  things,  reso- 
lutions of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  dated  the 
17th  instant,  under  the  hands  of  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary, "That  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  Dollars  be 
advanced  to  the  Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of 
New-  York,  for  the  support  of  the  Troops  employed  for  the 
defence  of  that  Colony;  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-  York,  to  con- 
tract with  proper  persons  for  supplying  the  said  Troops  with 
the  Rations  allowed  by  Congress,  and  Fuel,  and  other 
necessaries,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  in  their  power  " 

To  prevent  trouble,  we  enclose  an  exact  copy  of  the  said 
two  resolutions,  marked  No.  1. 

The  Provincial  Congress  appointed  a  Committee  to  re- 
ceive proposals  of  contracts  for  su[)plying  the  said  troops ; 
which  Committee  caused  the  rations,  and  other  necessaries 
to  be  supplied,  to  be  published  in  the  New-York  news- 
papers ;  and,  agreeable  to  their  advertisements,  received  all 
proposals  offered  for  that  purpose,  sealed  up,  to  prevent 
collusion  as  far  as  possible.  After  every  care  and  pr<  cau- 
tion taken,  the  Provincial  Congress,  on  the  15th  of  March, 
accepted  of  the  proposals  of  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  for 
supplying  the  said  troops,  his  being  the  most  reasonable  that 
were  offered ;  and  on  tiie  16th,  the  contract  was  perfected 
and  executed  by  five  gentlemen  from  different  Counties,  on 
behalf  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  resolu- 
tion above-mentioned,  and  by  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston. 

We  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  contract,  (No.  2,)  and  there- 
fore need  not  repeat  its  contents. 

Mr.  Livingston  has,  by  bond,  given  sufficient  sureties,  in 
the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  pounds,  to  perform  his  contract ; 
and  the  Provincial  Congress  have  agreed  to  advance  him 
five  thousand  pounds,  and  to  pay  him  five  thousand  pounds 
at  the  expiration  of  efvery  month,  if  the  support  of  the  troops 
by  him  supplied  shall  amount  to  that  sum. 

In  pursuance  of  those  agreements,  Mr.  Livingston  has 
purchased  provisions  to  a  very  large  amount.  The  Provincial 
Congress  were  induced  to  make  the  said  contract,  not  only 
because  it  was  the  most  reasonable  terms  then  in  their  pow- 
er, but,  considering  the  risk  and  expense  of  transportation, 
should  any  force  obstruct  the  navigation  between  this  city 
and  King's  County,  or  between  the  city  and  the  Highlanc's, 
the  contract  would  be  highly  advantageous  to  the  Conti- 
nent. 

Yesterday  we  saw  a  resolution  of  Congress,  that  Carpen- 
ter Wharton,  Commissary,  continue,  agreeable  to  his  con- 
tract, to  supply  with  rations  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions 
serving  in  ^'^ew-York ;  and  were  favoured  with  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Duane,  recommending  him  as  contractor  for  the 
regiments  raised  in  this  Colony,  on  the  same  terms  he  is 
allowed  for  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions.  We  are  sorry  that 
it  is  now  out  of  our  power  to  contract  with  that  gentleman, 
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even  should  he  be  willing  to  supply  the  troops  raised  here 
on  the  same  tenns  he  does  the  others. 

The  Provincial  Congress  of  Nctv-YorJc  were  not  only 
directed  "  to  contract  for  the  troops  employed  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  Colony,"  but  the  method  directed  appeared 
the  most  eligible,  as  the  larger  the  contract  offered,  the  more 
reasonable  terms  were  to  be  expected,  and  could  be  afforded. 

Siiould  Congress  determine  to  supersede  what  has  been 
done  in  this  Colony,  as  far  forth  as  it  relates  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Battalions,  we  will  endeavour  to  make  the  best  terms 
we  can  with  Mr.  Livingston  as  to  that  part  of  his  contract, 
and  are  inclined  to  believe  he  will  not  take  any  unreason- 
able advantages  of  the  gentlemen  bound  to  him  in  the  con- 
tract, or  of  the  publick. 

Whatever  further  directions  Congress  may  think  proper 
in  their  wisdom  to  give  in  the  premises,  we  would  wish  to 
receive  with  all  convenient  speed. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servants. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Die  Mercurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  27,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Mr.  William  Paulding,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Sands,    Mr.   Beckman,   Colonel 

McDougall,  Mr.  John  V.  Cortlandt. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  P.  R.  Livingston. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Morris  Graham,  Mr.  Emerson. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  Williams. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse, 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredweU. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Low  returned  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
with  an  order  of  this  Committee,  dated  the  21st  instant, 
permitting  him  to  export  Provisions  and  Lumber  to  the 
West-Indies,  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  Pounds  and  nine  Pence,  in  return  for  Military  Stores 
imported  into  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  and  formerly  sold 
and  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony. 
Mr.  Low  requests  that  Mr.  Joseph  Leuds  may  have  per- 
mission on  his  behalf,  to  export  the  value  of  two  hundred 
Pounds,  in  Provisions,  Lumber,  or  any  other  kind  of  pro- 
duce of  this  Colony,  from  Suffolk  County,  in, this  Colony, 
to  the  West-Indies ;  and  that  the  said  sum  of  two  hundred 
Pounds  be  deducted  from  Mr.  Low's  said  permit. 

This  request  appearing  to  the  Committee  to  be  reasonable, 
and  agreeable  to  the  Resolutions  and  practice  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joseph  Lewis  be  permitted  to  export 
Provisions,  Lumber,  or  produce  of  any  kind,  from  Hunting- 
ton, in  Suffolk  County,  or  any  other  part  of  Suffolk  County, 
to  the  amount  or  value  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  and  no 
more ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Inspection,  or  such  other 
Committee,  at  Huntington,  or  in  any  other  part  of  Suffolk 
County  as  may  have  the  care  and  direction  of  exports,  see 
that  Mr.  Lewis  do  not  exceed  this  permit  in  the  value  of 
his  exports  ;  and  that  Mr.  Lewis  be  accountable  to  them  to 
show  from  time  to  time  the  value  and  quantity  of  the  articles 
to  be  by  him  exported,  before  they  are  exported,  and  to  give 
all  due  proof  and  satisfaction  relative  thereto  to  such  Com- 
mittee or  Committees. 

And  Ordered,  That  such  Committees  make  proper  re- 
turns thereof  to  this  Committee  of  Safety,  or  the  Provincial 
Congress,  to  enable  them  to  make  return  to  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  of  the  quantity  and  value  of  such 
Exports,  agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, dated  the  26th  day  of  December  last  past,  in  such 
cases  provided. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New- York,  or  their  sub-Committee  for 
Exports,  deduct  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds  from  Mr. 
Low's  said  permission  to  export,  and  permit  him  to  export 
on  his  said  order  of  the  2lst  day  oi  March  instant,  only  the 
amount  or  value  of  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  Pounds  and 
nine  Pence,  and  no  more. 

Colonel  Brewer,  the  Barrackmaster-General,  sent  in  to 


the  Committee  of  Safety  a  memorandum,  which  was  read 
and  filed.  He  thereby  signifies  that  he  would  want  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four  Pots  and  one  hundred  Tea-Kettles, 
for  five  thousand  men  hourly  expected.  The  said  memo- 
randum, or  request,  also  mentions  a  supply  of  Wood,  for 
which  he  will  give  a  receijit  that  will  bring  the  money. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Brewer  be  informed  that  Mr. 
Abraham  Livingston  is,  by  contract,  to  supply  the  Army 
with  Wood. 

And  Colonel  Curtenim  is  hereby  repuested  to  give  assist- 
ance or  directions  to  Colonel  Brewer,  to  enable  him  to  get 
the  number  of  Pots  he  wants  ;  aiid  to  be  so  kind  as  to  give 
any  assistance,  advice,  or  directions,  he  conveniently  can,  to 
Colonel  Brewer,  as  to  the  procuring  any  necessaries  Colonel 
Brewer  may  have  occasion  to  procure. 

Colonel  Curtenim  attended,  and  informed  the  Committee 
that  he  is  much  in  want  of  cash  to  enable  him. to  comply 
with  the  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  for  purchasing 
necessaries  for  the  Troops  raising  in  this  Colony,  and  other 
orders  which  he  has  received. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  advance  to  Peter 
T.  Curtenim,  as  Commissaiy  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
this  Colony,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  Pounds,  on  account, 
and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  attended,  and  delivered  to  the 
Committee  a  Bond  from  Philip  Livingston  and  John  Al- 
sop.  Esquires,  and  himself,  in  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
Pounds,  conditioned  for  fulfilling  his  contract  for  victualling 
the  Troops  in  this  Colony. 

The  said  Bond  was  read  and  filed ;  and  Mr.  Abraham 
Livingston  requested  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  five 
thousand  Pounds,  pursuant  to  the  agreement  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress,  on  the  15th  day  of  March  instant,  and  the 
22d  power  given  by  the  Provincial  Congress  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety : 

Ordered,  therefore,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston, 
Esquire,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony,  advance  to  Abraham  Livingston,  as  contractor  for 
victualling  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  Colony,  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  Pounds,  on  account,  in  that  department, 
Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  to  be  accountable,  and  to  give  his 
receipt  to  the  Treasurer  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Charles  Alexander  and  Lieute- 
nant John  Hennessey  be  at  liberty  to  inlist  William  Craig, 
a  prisoner,  now  confined  in  the  Jail  of  this  City,  and  take 
him  with  them  to  Philadelphia ;  and  that  the  said  William 
Craig  be  discharged  from  confinement  on  the  request  of 
those  gentlemen. 

Ordered,  That  John  McDonald  immediately  proceed  to 
Orange  County,  and  apply  to  Thomas  Smith,  Esq.,  for  in- 
formation relative  to  a  Lead-Mine,  (formerly  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Smith  in  Congress  as  very  valuable,)  in  some  part  of 
the  said  County  ;  and  that  Mr.  McDonald  take  Mr.  Smith's 
advice  and  direction  relative  to  the  same. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Johri  McDonald  (after 
having  explored  such  Mine  or  Mines  in  Orange  County  as 
Mr.  Smith,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  Mr.  Smith 
shall  recommend  him  to  for  advice  and  assistance,  shall  point 
out  to  him)  proceed  to  the  Little-Nine-Partners,  in  Dutchess 
County,  and  there  apply  to  Colonel  Morris  Graham  and 
Jonathan  Landon,  Esq.,  and  take  their  advice  and  direc- 
tion relative  to  Lead-Mines  in  Dutchess  County  ;  that  Mr. 
McDonald  carefully  explore  such  Mines  in  Dutchess  CouTity 
as  he  may  be  advised  to  explore  by  Colonel  Graham  and 
Mr.  Landon,  and  to  report  the  state  and  quality  of  all  such 
Mines,  both  in  Orange  and  Dutchess  County,  as  he  shall  or 
may  explore,  to  this  Committee,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Letter  from  Christian  Jacobson,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Richmond  County,  was  read.  They  thereby  return 
the  names  of  persons  for  Field-Officers,  and  inform  the  Com- 
mittee that  they  have  divided  the  County  into  four  Districts ; 
that  they  ■w^ill  speedily  hold  elections  for  Captains  and  Sub- 
alterns, and  return  their  names  to  be  commissioned. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bancker  write  a  Letter  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Richmond  County,  requesting  him  to  transmit  the 
names  of  such  persons  for  Field-Officers  as  they  may  be 
assured  will  serve  when  they  return  a  list  of  Captains  and 
Subalterns. 
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4to  ho.  P  M.,  Die  Mercurii,  March  27,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Cliairman. 
For  New- York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  iSands,  Colonel  Mc- 

Dougall. 
For  Albany. — Colonel  P.  R.  Livingston. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  BarKker. 
For  Trjon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson,  Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William,  Williams. 

The  Committee  were  informed  that  Captain  Anthony 
Post  has  such  work  in  hand,  to  be  done  by  his  company  of 
Artificers,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commander  of  the 
Continental  Troops  here,  that  none  of  those  Artificers  can 
be  spared  to  make  Cribbs  for  the  Continental  Troops  ;  and 
that,  as  many  are  hourly  expected,  and  some  of  those  now 
here  not  yet  supplied. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sands  and  Colonel  Lott  be  autho- 
rized, and  hereby  are  autliorized,  to  employ  workmen,  or 
contract  with  proper  persons,  to  make  Cribbs,  Tables,  and 
Benches,  for  the  Continental  Troops  coming  into  this  City ; 
and  that  they  get  them  made  on  the  most  reasonable  terms, 
and  with  the  greatest  despatch. 

Mr.  Joseph  Bull  attended,  and  delivered  in  his  Bond, 
executed  to  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esquire,  in  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  Pounds,  with  a  condition  that  he  will 
cause  Isaac  Gidney  to  be  delivered  a  prisoner  in  Westchester 
Jail ;  and  that  the  said  Joseph  Bull  will  procure  good  anc} 
sufficient  security,  in  the  sum  of  three  thousand  Pounds,  to 
the  said  obligee,  that  the  said  Isaac  Gidney  will  remain  a 
prisoner  in  the  said  Jail  during  the  pleasure  of  this  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  or  some  future  Committee  of  Safety  or 
Congress.     The  said  Bond  was  read  and  filed. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Isaac  Gidney,  a  prisoner  now 
in  the  Jail  of  this  City,  be  delivered  up  to  Colonel  Joseph 
Bull;  and  that  Joseph  Purdy,  another  prisoner  in  the  said 
Jail,  be  discharged,  they  paying  the  expenses  attending 
their  confinement  while  in  Jail. 

An  Association  of  a  Company  in  the  Township  of  Ja- 
maica, was  read  and  filed.  The  Officers  elected  by  the  said 
Company  have  subscribed  a  Declaration,  similar  to  that 
directed  by  the  Rules  published  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, to  be  subscribed  by  Officers  before  they  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  their  offices. 

Thereto  is  annexed  a  Certificate  of  Joseph  Robinson  and 
Nathaniel  Tuthill,  Freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Jamaica, 
that  the  persons  elected  Officers  were  duly  chosen  in  their 
presence,  agreeable  to  the  Regulations  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  and  subscribed  the  said  Declaration  in  their  pre- 
sence. 

Therewith  is  transmitted  the  names  of  the  Company,  con- 
sisting of  forty  men,  exclusive  of  Commissioned  Officers, 
with  their  Declaration  that  they  have  associated  themselves 
into  a  Company  of  Militia ;  and,  agreeable  to  the  rules  of 
Congress,  have  chosen  Ephraim  Baylis,  Captain ;  Increase 
Carpenter,  First  Lieutenant ;  Abraham  Van  Osdall,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  and  Othniel.  Smith,  Ensign  ;  and  recommend 
them  to  be  commissioned. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  the  Officers  of  the 
said  Company  without  delay. 

And  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Continental  Congress  for  disarming  disaffected  persons. 
The  same  having  been  under  consideration  at  different 
times,  the  Committee  came  to  a  unanimous  determination, 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-Yorit,  March  27,  1776. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  14th  instant, 
did  "  recommend  it  to  the  several  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, immediately  to  cause  all  persons  to  be  disarmed  within 
their  respective  Colonies  who  are  notoriously  disaffected  to 
the  cause  of  America,  or  who  have  not  associated,  and  re- 
fuse to  associate  to  defend  by  arms  these  United  Colonies 
against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  Fleets  and  Armies, 
and  to  apply  the  Arms  taken  from  such  persons  in  each  re- 
spective Colony,  in  the  first  place  to  the  arming  the  Conti- 


nental Troops  raised  in  said  Colony,  in  the  next  to  the 
arming  such  troojjs  as  are  raised  by  the  Colony  for  its  own 
defence,  and  the  residue  to  be  applied  to  the  arming  the 
Associatoi-s ;  that  the  Arms  when  taken  be  appraised  by 
indifferent  persons,  and  such  as  are  applied  to  the  arming 
Continental  Troops  be  paid  for  by  Congress,  and  the  resi- 
due by  the  respective  Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils 
or  Committees  of  Safety :"  And  v\hereas  the  necessity  of 
having  the  Continental  Troops,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
these  Colonies  who  are  disposed  and  willing  to  defend  the 
rights  of  their  country,  immediately  armed,  renders  it  highly 
expedient  that  the  said  Resolution  should  be  carried  into 
immediate  execution : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  several  Cities,  Counties,  Manors,  Townships, 
Precincts,  and  Districts  in  this  Colony,  forthwith  to  cause 
to  be  disarmed  all  persons  within  their  respective  Districts 
who  are  known  to  be  disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America  ; 
and,  also,  all  such  persons  as  shall  refuse  to  sign  the  follow- 
ing Association,  to  wit : 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of in  the 

County  of and  Colony  of  New-  York,  do  volun- 
tarily and  solemnly  engage  and  associate,  under  all  the  ties 
held  sacred  among  mankind,  at  the  risk  of  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes, to  defend,  by  arms,  the  United  American  Colonies 
against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the  British  Fleets  and  Armies, 
until  the  present  unhappy  controversy  between  the  two 
countries  shall  be  settled." 

And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Committees  to  use 
all  possible  prudence  and  moderation  in  carrying  the  said 
resolve  into  execution  ;  and  that  in  such  Districts  where  the 
Committees  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  call  in  an  armed 
force,  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  order  any  part  of  the 
Minute-men,  or  common  Militia  of  their  Districts,  to  their 
assistance,  that  they  and  the  Field-Officers  of  the  forces  shall 
judge  necessary  ;  and  that  the  Arms  so  taken  be  appraised  by 
indifferent  persons  appointed  by  said  Committees  :  and  that 
an  account  be  made  of  their  number,  the  persons  they  belong 
to,  and  their  appraised  value  ;  and  that  each  one  be  marked 
with  the  initial  letters  of  the  person's  name  from  whom  they 
were  taken  ;  and  that  the  Arms,  together  with  the  account 
of  them,  be  delivered  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  District  in  which  they  were  so  taken,  or  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  Committee  for 
that  purpose,  he  or  they  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same  ;  which 
accounts  from  the  several  Districts  are  to  be  forthwith  trans- 
mitted to  the  Chairman  of,  and  to  be  laid  before,  the  County 
Committee,  who  are  hereby  directed  to  transmit  an  account 
of  the  number  of  Arms  so  taken,  and  how  many  of  them  are 
fit  for  immediate  service,  to  the  Committee  of  Safety,  or 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  that  they  may  be  en- 
abled to  make  further  order  therein ;  and  in  those  Counties 
where  there  are  skilful  artificers  for  the  purpose,  that  the 
said  Committee  do  cause  the  said  Arms  to  be  fitted  up  with 
bayonets,  steel  rammers,  and  other  necessary  repairs,  with- 
out delay,  at  the  publick  expense ;  and  where  there  are  no 
such  artificers,  the  Committees  are  to  send  said  Arms  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety,  or  Provincial  Congress,  as  soon  as 
collected. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolutions  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  each  County  in 
the  Colony,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  furnish  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committees  of  the  several  Towns,  Precincts,  and 
Districts  in  the  County,  with  copies  thereof  without  delay. 

Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  March  28,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  fViUiam.  Pauldinsc,  Esq.,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Prince. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Orange — -Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  William  liyiiams. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

Ordered,  That  the  Barrackmaster  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  supply  all  the  Troops  which  are  already,  or 
shall  hereafter  arrive,  as  also  those  that  may  be  ordered  to 
King's  County,  with  the  necessary  Barrack  Furniture  and. 
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Utensils,  as  far  as  those  which  he  has  ah-eady  provided  and 
in  store  will  enable  him  to  supply  them  with. 

Ordered,  That  the  liarrackmaster  assist  Colonel  Brewer 
in  providing  proper  Stores  for  storing  Provisions  and  other 
necessaries  for  tbe  use  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  this 
■City ;  and  that  the  Barrackmaster  be  authorized  to  demand 
■the  keys  of  such  Stores  as  he  thinks  best  calculated  to  an- 
swer tlie  ])urpose.  And  further,  that  he  be  authorized  to 
enter  and  take  possession  of  all  such  Stores,  and  deliver  them 
to  the  care  of  Colonel  Brewer,  or  his  order. 

A  Letter  from  General  Thompson  was  read,  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  w  it : 

"New- York,  March  26,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Please  to  give  Mr.  Hugh  Hughes,  Com- 
missary of  Military  Stores,  an  order  for  ten  thousand  Flints 
and  two  tons  of  Lead,  on  the  person  who  is  intrusted  by 
you  with  those  articles,  and  you  will  much  oblige  your  very 
humble  servant, 

"  William  Thompson,  Brigadier-General. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Connnittee  of  Safety." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Nonvood,  Commissary,  de- 
liver to  Mr.  Hugh  Hughes  ten  thousand  Flints  and  two 
tons  of  Lead  ;  and  that  Mr.  Norwood  take  Mr.  Hughes's  re- 
ceipt for  the  same,  on  Continental  account,  as  being  ordered 
by  the  Continental  General  for  Continental  Troops. 

John  Van  Ness,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  the  First  Minute  Re- 
giment of  Dutchess  County,  being  deceased,  whereby  the 
command  of  that  Regiment  has  devolved  on  Cornelius 
Humphrey,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  that  Regiment; 
and  Mr.  Humphrey  being  now  here  in  actual  service  with 
the  said  Regiment  or  a  part  thereof,  and  recommended  as 
well  qualified  to  be  Colonel  of  the  said  Regiment, 

Ordered,  That  Cornelius  Humphrey  be  appointed  Colo- 
nel of  the  said  Regiment  of  Minute-men,  in  the  place  of 
John  Van  Ness,  Esq.,  deceased;  and  that  a  Commission 
issue  to  him  accordingly. 

Mr.  Thomas  Lefoy,  who  served  as  a  Lieutenant  in  Cap- 
tain Wynkoop's  Company  in  the  last  campaign,  being  un- 
provided for,  and  the  First  Lieutenancy  of  Captain  Ambrose 
Horton's  Company  being  yet  vacant : 

Ordered,  That  a  Warrant  issue  to  the  said  Thomas  Lefoy 
to  be  First  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Horton's  Company. 

And  the  same  was  issued  accordingly. 

4to  ho.  P.  \f.,  March  38,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Mr.  William  Paulding,  Chairman. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker, 
For  Trvon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson,  Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
For  Cumberland. —  fVilliam  IVilliam^. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  requesting  that 
permits  might  be  given  to  his  Drovers  who  are  employed  to 
purchase  Beef-Cattle  to  enable  him  to  supply  the  Army 
with  Provisions,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ryer  Schermerhom,  a  person  who  has  contracted  with 
Mr.  Livingston,  or  is  by  him  employed,  applied  for  a  Cer- 
tificate : 

Whereupon  a  Certificate  was  given  to  Ryer  Schermerhom 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Ryer  Schermerhom,  having  con- 
tracted with  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  the  Contractor  for 
supplying  the  Continental  Troops  in  this  city  with  the  Ra- 
tions allowed  by  Congress,  with  a  quantity  of  fresh  Beef; 
and  the  said  Ryer  Schermerhom  being  under  a  necessity  of 
going  into  the  different  parts  of  this  Colony,  as  well  as  into 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  purchase  and  procure  Cattle 
to  fulfill  his  said  contract :  It  is  therefore  recommended  that 
he  be  suffered  to  pass  and  repass,  with  such  Cattle  as  he 
may  be  able  to  procure,  unmolested. 

"  To  every  Committee,  and  to  every  friend  to  liberty,  in  tbe 
United  Colonies." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  give  sim'dar  Passports  to 
Mr.  Livingston's  pii\et  Drovers. 


A  Letter  from  IMr.  John  Berrien,  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners for  erecting  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  was  read 
and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"New- York,  March  26,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me 
with  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds,  on  account,  to  enable  me  to  discharge  sundry  debts 
contracted  for  ordnance  stores,  brick,  shingles,  boards  and 
plank,  intrenching  tools,  &ic.,  for  the  use  of  the  Fortifica- 
tions in  the  Highlands. 

"1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

'•John  Behrien. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony 

o(  New- York." 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  ad- 
vance to  Mr.  John  Berrien,  Commissary  for  the  Commis- 
sioners for  erecting  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  and  one 
of  the  said  Commissionei's,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds, 
on  Continental  account,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  sundry 
debts  contracted  for  Ordnance  Stores,  Brick,  Shingles, 
Boards  and  Plank,  Intrenching  Tools,  and  other  necessa- 
ries, for  the  use  of  said  Fortifications. 

A  Return  for  a  great  number  of  Commissions  from  Frede- 
ricksburgh,  in  Dutchess  County,  for  the  Militia  Officers  in 
that  District,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Fredericksburgh,  in  Datchess  County,  March  15,  1776. 

"  Pursuant  to  a  Resolve  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New-York,  passed  the  9th  of  August,  1775,  the  Committee 
proceeded  to  call  together  the  several  Companies  of  Militia 
in  this  Precinct,  for  a  choice  of  Officers,  as  follows : 

"  Beat  No.  1. — Friday,  March  8th. — The  Company  did 
meet,  and,  under  the  inspection  o(  Joshua  Myrick,  Daniel 
Mertine,  and  David  Myrick,  three  of  the  Committee,  did 
choose  Ebenezer  Robinson,  Captain  ;  Nathaniel  Scribner, 
First  Lieutenant;  Hezekiah  Mead,  inn.,  Second  Lieute- 
nant ;   Obadiah  Chase,  Ensign. 

"Beat  No.  2. — Monday,  March  11th. — The  Company 
met,  and,  under  the  inspection  of  David  Waterbury  and 
Moses  Richards,  two  of  the  Committee,  did  elect  David 
Waterbury,  Captain ;  Isaac  Townsend,  First  Lieutenant ; 
Jonathan  Webb,  Second  Lieutenant;  Timothy  Delavan, 
Ensign. 

"Beat  No.  3. — September  20,  1775. — ^The  Company 
met,  and,  under  the  inspection  of  Jonathan  Paddock,  Simeor^ 
Tryon,  and  David  Crosby,  three  of  the  Committee,  made 
choice  of  Jonathan  Paddock,  Captain  ;  Jeremiah  Burges, 
Second  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Dykman,  Ensign. 

"  N.  B.  Simeon  Tryon  is  since  appointed  a  Lieutenant  in 
the  Continental  Army. 

"  Beat  No.  4. — Tuesday,  March  12th. — ^The  Company 
met,  and,  under  the  inspection  of  Solomon  Hopkins,  David 
Myrick,  and  David  Smith,  did  elect  John  Crane,  Captain  ; 
Elijah  Townsend,  First  Lieutenant ;  Davitl  Smith,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  John  Berry,  Ensign. 

"  Beat  No.  5. — Wednesday,  March  1.3th. — ^The  Compa- 
ny met,  and,  under  the  inspection  of  Solomon  Hopkins  and 
Joshua  Myrick,  two  of  the  Committee,  did  elect  William 
Colwell,  Captain  ;  Joel  Mead,  First  Lieutenant ;  Stephen 
Ludinton,  Second  Lieutenant ;  David  Porter,  Ensign. 

"  Beat  No.  6. — Thursday,  March  14th. — The  Company 
met,  and,  under  the  inspection  of  Isaac  Chapman  and  Joshua 
Crosby,  two  of  the  Committee,  did  choose  Davkl  Hecock, 
Captain ;  William  Colkin,  First  Lieutenant ;  Moses  Sage, 
Ensign. 

"The  above  gentlemen  are  all  persons  of  respectable 
characters,  are  friendly  to  liberty,  and  have  signed  the  Gene- 
ral Association  recommended  by  the  Congress. 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  David  Smith,  Chairman  pro  tern. 

"  ^  »™«  copy-Test :  ,  j^^^^^  ^  j^^^^^^^^  ^Te^j.^ 

"  N.  B.  Increase  Bennett  afterwards  refused  to  serve  as 
Lieutenant." 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Suffolk  County,  bear- 
ing date  the  27th  day  of  MxrcA  instant,  relative  to  assistance 
ofTi-oops  and  a  Magazine  of  Provisions ;  and  a  Resolution 
of  the  said  County  Committee,  to  send  an  express  with 
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their  Letter,  and  appointing  persons  to  purchase  Provi- 
sions, were  respectively  read  and  filed,  and  are  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit: 

"  Suffolk  County,  March  27,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Whereas  the  east  end  of  Long-Island  is  in  a 
very  defenceless  situation,  and  much  exposed  to  the  ravages 
of  the  Ministerial  Army,  which  are  now  distressing  these 
Colonies ;  and  as  they  have  now  quitted  the  Town  of  Bos- 
ton, we  are  very  apprehensive  they  may  attempt  to  get 
possession  of  this  part  of  the  Island,  which  they  may  easily 
effect  under  our  present  defenceless  situation,  and  which 
would  be  of  great  importance  to  them : 

"  We  therefore  think  it  necessary  that  a  number  of  troops 
should  be  stationed  there,  which,  we  presume,  you,  in  your 
wisdom,  will  think  a  proper  measure  ;  if  so,  we  depend  you 
will  apply  to  the  commanding  officer  of  New-  York  for  that 
purpose.  And  as  a  quantity  of  provisions  will  be  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  support  of  such  troops ;  and  as  a  supply 
may  now  be  had  in  the  County,  and  laid  up  as  a  magazine 
for  that  purpose,  and  as  little  or  no  loss  will  probably  attend 
the  laying  up  of  such  a  store,  therefore  we  hope  you  will 
direct  that  a  suitable  quantity  may  be  purchased,  and  de- 
posited in  such  place  or  places  in  this  County  as  you  shall 
think  proper ;  otherwise  we  are  apprehensive  that  such  pro- 
visions will  soon  be  exported  from  this  County. 

"  We  are,  gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servants. 

"  Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  William  Smith,  Chairman. 

"  In  Suffolk  County  Committee,  March  27,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  an  express  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  at  New-York,  to  take  their  Resolve  upon  the  expe- 
diency of  purchasing  Provisions  in  this  County  for  the  use 
of  the  Troops  that  may  be  ordered  or  stationed  in  the 
County  ;  and  that  Jesse  Brush,  Samuel  Phillips,  Fhineas 
Fanning,  Maliby  Gelston,  and  Burnet  Miller,  be  a  sub- 
committee to  put  the  Resolve  of  the  Committee  of  Safety 
respecting  the  same  into  immediate  execution. 

"By  order:  William  SyiiTH,  Chairman." 

Die  Veneris,  10  ho.  \.  M.,  March  29,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Prince. 
For  Westchester.- 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Cumberland. — Colonel  JVilliam  Williams. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Dutchess. — Colonel  Morris  Graham,  Mr.  Everson. 

Colonel  William  Williams  came  to  take  leave  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  departed  before  Mr.  Tredwell  came  in,  and  there- 
fore the  Committee,  though  they  spent  the  whole  morning  in 
considering  and  preparing  different  matters,  could  not  do  any 
acts  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  for  want  of  a  quorum. 

Adjourned  till  this  afternoon,  four  o'clock. 

Die  Veneris,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  March  29,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr. 

Scott,  Major  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Van  Zandt. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding, 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker. 

Mr.  Patrick  Sinclair  attended,  to  get  permission  to  go  on 
board  of  the  Packet.  As  the  Port-Master  is  gone  down  to 
the  Ships,  Mr.  Sinclair  was  requested  to  call  to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Low  informed  the  Committee  that  the 
Sloop  James,  Richard  Puller,  Master,  with  Provisions,  for 
the  West-Indies,  in  returns  for  Military  Stores  imported,  is 
ready  to  sail,  and  requests  a  permit. 


-Mr.  Paulding. 


Ordered,  That  the  Sloop  James,  Richard  Puller,  Mas- 
ter, be  permitted  to  sail ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  all  friends 
to  American  liberty  to  afford  every  necessary  aid  to  the  said 
Sloop  and  Master. 

Colonel  Ephraim  Martin,  from  Essex  County,  in  New- 
Jersey,  delivered  in  a  Return  of  the  following  Barrack  ne- 
cessaries wanting  for  his  Regiment  of  Militia,  and  which  he 
says  he  cannot  obtain  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  but  by  or- 
der of  this  Committee  to  Colonel  Curtenius  : 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to  Colonel 
Ephraim  Martin,  fifty  Bowls,  (some  large  and  others  small,) 
and  two  hundred  and  twenty -eight  Spoons,  for  the  use  of  his 
Regiment,  on  Continental  account,  and  take  Colonel  Mar- 
tin's receipt  for  the  same. 

A  Return,  or  Memorandum,  signed  by  Captain  Peter 
Dickerson,  requesting  some  order  that  may  procure  him 
Dishes  and  Spoons  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  in  Colonel 
Dayton's  Regiment,  from  Neiv-Jersey,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  supply,  on  Continen- 
tal account,  twenty  Dishes  or  Bowls,  (some  large  and  some 
small,)  and  eighty -six  Spoons,  for  Captain  Peter  Dickerson' s 
Company,  of  Colonel  Dayton's  Regiment,  from  New- Jersey, 
and  that  Mr.  Curtenius  take  a  receipt  for  the  same. 

A  long  Letter  from  Messrs.  Palmer  and  Livingston,  two 
of  the  Commissioners  at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands, 
on  the  subject  of  Provisions,  Rum  for  Fatigue-men,  and 
other  matters,  was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  Fort  Montgomery,  March  28, 1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Fourteen  days  ago  we  began  at  this 
post  with  carpenters  and  masons,  and  have  our  buildings 
now  in  a  fine  way.  Our  storehouse  is  completed,  and  a 
barrack  of  eighty  by  twenty  feet  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  so 
far  finished  as  to  receive  one  hundred  and  sixty  men ;  our 
bake-house,  also,  almost  finished,  and  a  quantity  of  fascines 
made,  so  that  we  shall  soon  begin  to  erect  the  Battery.  We 
have  now  here  about  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  and  ex- 
pect one  company  more  in  two  or  three  days.  The  greater 
part  have  been  at  this  post  about  six  days,  quartered  in  ves- 
sels. But  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  solcfiers,  with  respect  to 
their  provision,  is  so  great  that  they  will  soon  refuse  their 
duty  as  labourers,  and  even  now  do  not  half  the  labour  that 
might  reasonably  be  expected  from  the  numbers  we  have 
here.  As  they  have  nothing  more  of  the  usual  species  of 
provision  allowed  a  soldier  than  pork  and  bread — this,  added 
to  their  uncomfortable  situation  on  board  the  sloops,  makes 
them  very  uneasy  and  mutinous.  We  have  used  our  utmost 
endeavours,  with  the  influence  of  their  officers,  to  quiet  them, 
by  telling  them  they  will  soon  be  better  provided  for.  But 
we  see  no  likelihood  of  that,  as  repeated  applications  have 
been  lately  made  to  the  Commissary  at  Albany,  and  the 
Deputy-Commissary,  (Mr.  Phelps,)  now  at  Fori  Constitu- 
tion, and  all  to  no  purpose.  We  are  therefore  under  the 
necessity  of  applying  to  you,  and  beg  that  you  will  imme- 
diately give  such  orders  to  the  contractors  and  Deputy- 
Commissary,  that  this  post  may  be  supplied  with  every  spe- 
cies allowed  to  make  the  full  rations  to  each  soldier ;  and  if 
it  cannot  sooner  be  done  in  that  way,  your  order  to  us  to 
supply  the  troops  here  will  be  sufficient,  as  every  necessary 
wanting  is  to  be  had  in  great  plenty. 

"We  beg  you  will  not  pass  over  this  application  unnoticed  ; 
for  in  case  the  soldiers  are  not  better  provided  for,  they  will 
not  labour ;  and  when  that  is  the  case,  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  we  can  carry  on  the  work. 

"  Captain  Andrew  Billings  we  have  sent  with  this,  who 
will  be  able  fully  to  state  tlie  deplorable  situation  of  the 
troops  here,  if  the  Committee  will  call  on  him,  which  we 
beg  they  may  do ;  and  if  he  returns  without  a  remedy,  it ' 
will  then  be  out  of  our  power  to  give  them  any  kind  of 
satisfaction.  The  soldiers  know  the  errand  Captain  Bil- 
lings goes  on  ;  and  the  expectation  of  relief  on  his  return, 
keeps  them  from  mutinying,  and,  we  have  reason  to  think, 
from  quitting  the  post  in  a  body,  at  least  the  greater  part  of 
them. 

"  Sentiments  of  humanity  as  well  as  sound  policy  con- 
strain us  to  add,  that,  in  a  plentiful  country,  it  is  cruel  not 
to  provide  well  for  those  men  that  step  forth  to  defend  tlie 
rights  of  their  country.  Our  common  enemies,  the  Tories, 
take  the  advantage  of  it,  and  secretly  retard  the  recruiting 
companies  filling,  which,  for  that  and  other  reasons,  goes  on 
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slowly.  We  are  sensible  that  the  above  application  to 
your  body  is  not  strictly  proper ;  yet  as  necessity  has  and 
must  warrant  many  things  wliich  have  imposed  themselves 
on  you,  we  make  the  present  application,  with  full  confi- 
dence that  some  immediate  relief  may  be  liad  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

*'  We  would  beg  leave  to  add  that  rum  is  an  article  very 
■much  wanting  for  the  fatigue  parlies.  If  a  supply  of  that 
could  immediately  be  sent  up,  it  would  have  a  very  good 
•effect.  In  case  a  sufficiency  cannot  be  provided,  if  we 
have  orders,  a  plenty  of  cider  and  beer  can  be  had,  which 
would  answer  perhaps  as  well. 

"  We  send,  enclosed,  a  copy  of  an  affidavit,  which  proves 
the  assiduity  of  our  enemies,  and  the  necessity  of  a  watchful 
eye  on  all  their  motions. 

"  In  consequence  of  the  resolves  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, of  the  —  instant,  to  which  we  beg  to  refi^r,  we  have 
called  chiefly  Continental  Troops  to  this  post,  thinking 
they  are  most  to  be  depended  upon.  These  troops,  we 
think,  are  and  ought  to  be  under  our  sole  directions,  as  to 
the  work  that  is  to  be  done.  As  to  what  little  military  pa- 
rade that  is  at  present  necessary,  we  conceive  the  eldest 
Captain  here  abundantly  sufficient,  the  present  body  being 
merely  a  working  party. 

"  VVe  are,  gentlemen,  with  much  esteem,  your  very  hum- 
ble servants,  ,,  /-,  j 

'  "Gilbert  Livingston, 

"  Thomas  Palmer. 
"  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  Neto-  York." 

Die  Sabliati,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  March  30,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  ll^Uiam  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Prince,  Major  Stou- 

tenburgh,  Mr.  Helme. 
For  Suffolk. — ^Mr.  TrediveU. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  King's. — ^Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Trton. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Banclcer. 

Colonel  McDougaU  informed  the  Committee  that  Colonel 
Trumbull,  the  Commissary-General,  stood  in  great  need  of 
some  place  to  store  Provisions  in.  Colonel  7VicDoit^«//  fur- 
ther informed  the  Committee  that  the  cellai-s  of  the  Hos- 
jiital  are  well  calculated  for  the  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Trumbull,  Commissary  of  Provi- 
sions, be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to 
take  possession  of  the  Cellars  of  the  Hospital  in  this  City, 
and  make  use  of  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  storing  Pro- 
visions and  other  articles  in  his  department. 

A  Certificate  of  Dr.  Jones  was  read,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

"New-York,  March  28,  1776. 

"This  is  to  certify  that  Mr.  Gerard  G.  Beekman  is,  by 
my  advice,  going  to  Bristol,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to 
drink  the  mineral  waters  of  that  place  for  the  benefit  of  his 
health,  which,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  sensibly  im- 
paired." 

Mr.  Beekman  requested  a  passport,  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  go  to  Bristol  and  return,  unmolested.  ^Thereupon, 
the  following  Certificate  was  given  Mr.  Beekman  : 

"  It  is  hereby  certified,  that  Mr.  Gerard  G.  Beekman  is 
permitted  to  go  to  Bristol,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health  ;  that 
he  is  a  friend  to  the  cause  o( American  liberty.  It  is  there- 
fore recommended  to  all  the  friends  of  liberty,  to  suffer  him 
to  pass  unmolested." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Joshua  Potts  be  permitted  to  go  on 
board  of  the  Packet,  with  the  Port-Master,  to  procure  a 
passage  to  England,  he  having  been  sworn  that  he  will  not 
convey  any  intelligence  relative  to  the  Fortifications  erect- 
ing for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of 
New-York, or  their  sub-Committee,  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, authorized  to  permit  Paul  Pincknam  to  lade  on  board 
the  Sloop  Boyal  County  such  Provisions  as  he  may  want, 
(Beef  and  Pork  excepted,)  and  take  the  same  to  Falmouth, 
in  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay. 


Captain  Andrew  Billings,  of  Dutchess  Comity,  attended, 
and  was  admilted.  He  informed  that  his  Company  is  nearly 
completed,  and  (except  a  few  men  at  work  or  on  duty  in 
one  of  the  Minute  Regiments  now  at  New-York)  are  now 
on  duty  at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands ;  that  many 
of  his  men  have  been  inlisted  a  considerable  time ;  and  that 
he  stands  in  great  need  of  cash  to  pay  his  men,  that  they 
may  be  enabled  to  purchase  necessaries. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Billings,  and  the  Privates  and 
Non-Coininissioned  Officers  of  his  Company,  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  four  Regiments  raising  in  this  Colony  for  Con- 
tinental service ;  and  that  Peter  Van  Bnigh  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colo- 
ny, advance  to  Captain  Andrew  Billings  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  Pounds  on  account,  to  be  by  him  applied  towards 
the  pay  of  his  Company  as  above-mentioned ;  and  that  the 
said  Treasurer  take  Captain  Billings's  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius,  Commissary  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  deliver  to  Captain  Andrew  Billings, 
for  his  Company,  in  the  Continental  Troops  raising  in  this 
Colony,  the  following  articles,  viz :  30  wooden  Bowls,  86 
wooden  Spoons,  86  Frocks,  86  pair  of  Shoes,  86  Hats,  14 
Imn  Pots,  86  Canteens,  4  Canteens  for  Officei?,  86  pair  of 
yam  homespun  men's  Hose,  and  Blankets  for  86  Soldiers, 
4  Officers,  and  1  Drum  and  Fife ;  and  that  he  also  deliver 
to  Captain  Billings  the  like  quantity  or  number  of  each 
article  (except  Blankets  and  Hose)  for  Captain  Jacobus 
Bosekrans's  Company ;  and  that  Mr.  Curtenius  take  Cap- 
tain Billings's  receipt  for  the  same. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  John  Grencll  to  Thomas  Tred- 
iveU, Esq.,  dated  the  i27th  March,  resigning  his  Warrant  as 
Captain  of  Artillery  in  the  Continental  service,  and  de- 
clining the  service,  was  read  and  filed. 

Major  Sebastian  Beauman  having  signified  his  willing- 
ness to  render  any  services  in  his  power  for  the  defence  of 
the  liberties  of  this  coimtry;  this  Committee,  reposing  espe- 
cial confidence  in  his  patriotism,  valour,  conduct,  and  fidelity, 
think  him  well  qualified  to  command  an.  Artillery  Company - 
in  the  Continental  service. 

Besolved  and  Ordered,  Tiiat  Sebastian  Beauman,  Esq., 
be,  and  is  hereby,  appointed  Captain  of  the  Continental 
Company  of  Artillery  ordered  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony  ; 
which  Company  Mr.  Beauman  is  hereby  authorized  and 
requested  to  inlist  with  all  possible  despatch. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Commissioners  erecting  the 
Fortifications  near  Pooplopen,  in  answer  to  theire  of  the 
28th,  was  read,  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  March  30,  1 776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
28th  instant.  In  answer  thereto,  we  inform  you  that  Mr. 
Abraham  Livingston  has  some  days  ago  contracted  to  sup- 
ply the  troops  at  the  posts  in  the  Highlands  with  the  rations  . 
allowed  by  Congress.  Mr.  Livingston  has  a  vessel  with 
necessaries,  and  a  Commissary,  ready  to  go  up  to  the  High- 
lands ;  and  you  may  assure  the  troops  that  they  will  be  sup- 
plied with  every  part  of  the  rations  allowed  by  Congress,  that 
can  reasonably  be  procured,  as  soon  as  wind  and  weather 
will  permit.  This  supply  has  some  days  ago  been  attended 
to,  and  no  unavoidable  delay  will  be  made. 

Rum  for  fatigue  parties,  in  our  opinion,  cannot  easily  be 
obtained  at  present ;  besides,  the  price  is  exorbitant.  The 
Commissary  will  furnish  the  troops  with  a  quart  of  spruce 
beer  per  man  per  day,  or  the  molasses  allowed  by  Con- 
gress. If  you  find  it  necessary  to  make  a  further  allow- 
ance of  beer  or  eider,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  procure 
and  allow  the  fatigue-men  one  quart  of  small-beer  or  cider 
per  n)an  per  day.  But  we  beg  leave,  in  this  matter,  to  re- 
commend frugality  as  much  as  is  consistent  with  the  good 
of  the  service,  as  an  extra  allowance  to  fatigue-men  is  not 
by  order  of  Continental  Congress,  and  may  therefore  be  a 
Colony  charge. 

We  approve  of  your  calling  in  the  Continental  troops  as 
fast  as  jiossible.  Colonel  Nicoll  was  appointed  to  connnand 
at  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  in  pursuance  of  an 
intention  of  Continental  Congress  that  a  gentleman  of  that 
rank  should  command  there.  We  doubt  not  but  you  will 
receive  his  aid  by  connnanding  and  inspiriting  the  men  at 
the  works,  as  he  is  answerable  for  their  defence  in  case  of 
an  attack.     We  have  not  heard  any  objections  to  Colonel 
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NtcolTs  conduct,  as  an  officer  or  a  gentleman  ;  therefore  we 
cannot,  without  injustice,  abridge  his  appointment.  The 
Continental  Congress  having  thought  that  those  posts  should 
be  commanded  hy  an  officer  of  that  rank,  we  do  not  allow 
ourselves  to  have  any  conceptions  on  that  subject,  holding  it 
our  duty,  in  this  instance,  to  obey,  and  not  to  dictate. 

We  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants. 

The  Committee  considering  of  the  best  method  to  pre- 
serve the  Stock  on  Staten-Island  if  a  fleet  should  arrive  and 
attempt  depredations,  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  re- 
moved to  Jtrsey,  on  any  appearance  of  an  enemy.  * 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bancker  get  two  good  Scows  built, 
to  have  them  in  readiness  to  remove  Stock  or  Jersey  Troops 
to  that  Island. 

Thereupon,  a  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  oi Rich- 
mond County  was  read,  and  approved  of,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  March  30,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  The  Ministerial  Army  and  Navy  having 
been  obliged  to  desert  Boston,  and  much  in  want  of  fresh 
provisions,  we  are  under  great  apprehensions  they  may  come 
this  way,  and  make,  or  attempt  to  make,  depredations  on  the 
stock  in  your  Island,  before  the  necessary  aids  could  be  sent 
to  you. 

We  are  anxious  for  the  preservation  of  the  stock  of  your 
Island.  The  best  method  we  can  devise  is,  for  the  owners 
to  procure  places  for  their  stock  in  Jersey.  We  therefore 
earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  advise  or  direct  the  inhabi- 
tants of  your  County  to  provide  proper  places  in  New-Jer- 
sey for  the  reception  of  their  live  stock,  and,  on  the  approach 
of  an  enemy,  or  any  proper  notification  of  danger,  to  give 
directions  to  remove  all  the  live  stock  in  the  said  County, 
(horses,  working-oxen,  milch-cows,  and  such  as  are  within 
a  month  of  calving,  excepted,)  to  such  places  as  they  shall 
have  so  provided. 

Humanity,  as  well  as  our  duty  to  our  constituents,  and 
our  desire  to  prevent  every  inconvenience  or  loss  to  them,  as 
far  as  in  our  power,  induced  us  to  wish  that  you  would  not 
suffer  this  matter  to  be  neglected.  We  assure  you  that  we 
have  the  best  information  that  if  the  preservation  of  your  stock 
is  not  attended  to  by  the  proprietors,  the  Continental  forces, 
on  the  approach  of  real  danger,  will  prevent  the  Ministerial 
Troops  from  having  any  benefit  of  it.  We  have  authorized 
Mr.  Bancker,  one  of  your  Deputies,  to  get  two  good  scows 
built,  for  assisting  to  remove  stock  when  necessary. 

We  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants.   By  order. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Rich- 
mond County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

•  Resolved,  That  it  he  recommemlcJ  to  the  inhahitants  of  Richmond 
County,  without  delay,  to  provide  convenient  and  safe  places  in  J^e-a- 
Jersey  for  the  reception  of  Live  Stocit ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  that 
County,  upon  the  approac  h  of  the  enemy,  or  any  proper  notification  of 
danger  i"rom  this  Committee,  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  from  any  other 
quarter,  do,  without  delay,  order  and  cause  to  he  removed  ail  the  Live 
Stock  in  said  County,  excepting  Horses,  working  Oxen,  new-milch 
Cows,  and  such  as  are  within  a  month  of  calving,  to  such  places  as  shall 
have  Ixjen  provided  as  ahove  ;  or  in  cases  where  no  such  places  have  heen 
proviiled,  to  some  place  or  places  of  security  in  JVevt-Jeraey ;  and  the  said 
Committee  are  hereby  directed,  if  they  shall  think  it  necissary,  to  desire 
the  assistance  of  their  neighbours  in  J\'e%v-Je7'8Cif ,  to  carry  this  Resolu- 
tion into  execution.  And  it  is  fu.ther  recommended  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee, for  the  more  expeditious  transportation,  as  well  of  such  Stock,  as 
of  such  Continental  Troops  or  Militia  as  may,  upon  an  alarm  or  invasion, 
be  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  inhabitants,  to  cause  to  be  built,  without 
delay,  two  such  tlat-bottomed  boats  or  Scows,  as  thev  shall  judge  most  con- 
venient lor  that  purpose,  and  to  employ  Richard  Lawrence  and  Joshua 
Mercereati,  or  such  other  person  or  persons  as  they  can  agree  with,  to 
build  the  same  in  the  best  manner,  and  at  the  most  reasonable  rate. 

In  Committke  of  Safeti,  March  27,  1776. — Resolved,  That  it 
be  recommended  to  the  Conunittee  of  Richmond  County  immediately 
to  direct  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Stock  in  that  County  do,  without  de- 
lay, procure  proper  places  in  JVe-W' Jersey ,  to  move  all  the  Sheep  and 
horned  Cattle,  of  young  and  old,  (except  milch  (yOt\s,  already  calved,  and 
those  within  a  month  ot  calving;)  to  the  end  that  no  time  be  lost  in  trans- 
porting the  said  Stock  whenever  the  enemy  shall  appear;  and  in  default 
of  the  proprietors  procuring  such  places,  this  Conunittee  do  hereby  no- 
tify the  inhabitants  of  that  County  that  they  will  request  the  Militia  of 
Jersey  to  remove  the  said  Stock  whenever  the  enemy's  Fleet  appears  to 
enter  Sandy-Hook, 

And  (Jrdtred,  that  the  said  Committee  do  immediately  cause  to  be 
built  two  large  flat-bottomed  Scows,  one  by  Richard  J.aiurence,  the 
other  by  Joshua  Mercereau,  L'squires,  at  the  most  reasonable  rate,  that 
the  Stock  may  the  more  readily  be  removed. 


A  Certificate,  or  Passport,  was  given  to  Henry  liegeman, 
a  Drover  emi)Ioyed  by  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  the  Con- 
tractor for  the  Troops,  to  procure  Cattle  and  live  Stock ;  a 
copy  whereof  is  filed. 

And  similar  Passports  were  also  given  to  several  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  as  Drovers. 

Die  Sabbati,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  March  30,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Major  Stoutenburgh,  Mr. 

Prince,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Orange — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Ordered,  That  Messieurs  James  Campbell,  Joseph  Potts, 
and  John  Lloyd,  be  permitted  to  go  on  board  Governour 
Tryon's  Ship,  and  the  Packet,  with  the  Port-Master,  to 
inquire  whether  they  can  procure  a  passage  to  England, 
with  permission  to  return  on  shore  if  they  should  not  be 
able  to  procure  a  passage,  or  if  the  said  Packet  should  be 
likely  to  sail  soon ;  they  having  been  sworn  that  they  will 
not  convey  any  intelligence  relative  to  the  Fortifications 
erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stephen  Rapalye  be  permitted  to  go 
on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship  Phenix,  with  the  Port-Master, 
to  demand  his  Schooner  lately  seized  by  order  of  Captain 
Parker;  he  having  been  sworn  that  he  will  not  convey  any 
intellisrence  relative  to  the  Fortifications  erecting  for  the  de- 
fence  of  this  City  and  Colony. 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  Resolution  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  empowering  them  to  contract  for 
five  thousand  stand  of  Arms.  Thereupon  a  draft  of  an  adver- 
tisement was  read,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

The  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  having  empow- 
ered this  Committee  to  contract  for  a  number  of  Muskets, 
(to  be  manufactured  in  the  Colony,)  publick  notice  is  hereby 
given  that  this  Committee  are  ready  to  receive  proposals  from, 
and  treat  with,  any  person  or  [)ersons  who  are  willing  to 
engage  in  manufacturing  good  Muskets,  or  the  Locks,  Bar- 
rels, or  any  necessary  parts  thereof;  and  request  all  persons 
who  choose  to  engage,  to  be  speedy  in  their  proposals. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  be  published  in  all  the  pub- 
lick  Newspapers  in  this  Colony. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Committee  that  the  men 
inlisted  in  his  Regiment  stood  in  need  of  some  cash  to  pur- 
chase necessaries,  and  that  a  large  sum  is  due  to  his  Regi- 
ment. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Bnigh  Livingston, 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  ad- 
vance to  Colonel  McDougall,  on  account,  in  part  of  pay  for 
his  Regiment,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  and  take  a 
receipt  for  the  same,  on  account. 

A  Letter  from  General  Thompson  was  read  and  filed,  in 
the  words  following,  viz : 

"  New- York,  March  30,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  A  number  of  troops  are  arrived,  and  more 
are  hourly  expected,  who  must  be  quartered  in  the  City  ;  and 
as  I  understand  that  many  of  tiie  inhabitants  who  have  quitted 
the  town  have  left  part  of  their  furniture  in  their  houses,  I 
must  request  that  you  will  give  such  directions  as  you  may 
judge  best  for  securing  the  property  of  those  people,  whose 
houses  are,  or  shall  be  occupied  as  Barracks  for  the  Troops  ; 
and  you  will  much  oblige,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  .,  Wilham  Thompson.. 

"  To  the  Committee  of  Safety." 

Warrants  issued  to  William  Dunn,  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  John  Garrison,  Ensign,  in  Captain  Ambrose  Uorton's 
Company.  

Die  Luna;,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  April  1,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  IVilUam  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Sands,   Mr.  Denning,  Mr.   Van 
Cortlandt,  Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Brasher, 
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For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  King's.— Mr.  Leffcrlse. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bander. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Jonathan  Hashrouck,  dated  at 
Kewburgh,  March  20,  1 776,  containing  a  statement  of  his 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  Uhter  County,  was  read  and  filed. 

"  IVcwburgh,  March  20,  1776. 

"  A  true  state  of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  County  of 
Ulster,  wAereo/"  Jonathan  Hasbrouck  is  Colonel,  con- 
sisting of  eleven  Companies. 

"  My  whole  Regiment  consists  of  six  hundred  and  eight 
men,  officers  included.  Likewise  four  hundred  and  fifty 
firelocks  ;  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  swords  ;  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-eight  cartridge-boxes ;  thirty-two  pounds  of 
powder;  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  lead. 

"  A  true  state  of  my  Regiment,  after  the  fourth  man  were 
selected  as  Minute-men,  according  to  the  resolves  of  your 
honourable  House.  Given  under  my  hand  the  day  and  date 
above-mentioned.  «  j   Hasbrouck,  Colonel." 

A  Letter  from  Brigadier  General  Heath  was  received  and 
read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"City  of  New-York,  April  1,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  find  myself  necessitated  to  request  of 
you  two  thousand  and  twenty-five  Dollars  and  five-ninths 
of  a  Dollar,  for  Continental  purposes. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  esteem,  your  most  humble  ser- 

^*"  '  "William  Heath,  Brigadier-General. 

"To  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York." 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Living- 
ston, require,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony,  advance  to  Brigadier-General  Heath  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  and  twenty -five  Dollars  and  five-ninths  of  a  Dollar, 
for  Continental  purposes,  and  take  a  receipt  for  the  same  on 
Continental  account. 

A  Letter  from  John  Haring,  Esquire,  dated  Orangetown, 
March  28,  1776,  enclosing  Colonel  Lent's  Commission  and 
Resignation,  was  read  and  filed. 

"  Orangetown,  March  28,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Colonel  Lent  was  with  me  the  evening  before  last, 
and  appeared  to  be  much  out  of  humour  on  account  of  the 
late  behaviour  of  part  of  his  Regiment.  He  says  that  his 
orders  have  been  treated  with  contempt,  and  himself  slan- 
dered, by  those  from  whom  he  expected  assistance. 

"  The  Colonel  has,  for  a  number  of  years  last  past,  been 
a  Militia  officer,  and  I  believe  we  never  had  one  who  was 
more  punctual  in  obeying  and  performing  the  orders  of  his 
superiors,  and  he  consequently  expected  that  those  under  his 
command  should  also  obey  him ;  but  by  experience  he  finds 
that  he  cannot  get  the  orders  of  Congress  (which  from  time 
to  time  issue)  properly  expedited ;  and  he  is  apprehensive 
tliat  if  he  continues  in  office  any  longer,  he  will  be  censured 
by  his  superiors,  as  well  as  blamed  by  his  inferiors. 

"  The  Orangetovm  Regiment  is  chiefly  composed  of  such 
as  know  but  little  of  the  English  language,  and  nothing  of 
military  affairs ;  wherefore  I  must  impute  their  backwardness 
and  delays  to  ignorance  and  ill-founded  jealousies  of  being 
imposed  upon  by  their  commanders,  and  not  to  disaffection. 

"  The  commission  of  the  Colonel,  together  with  his  resig- 
nation, you  have  enclosed.  He  brought  the  commission  to 
me,  and  would  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  it  home  again, 
so  that  I  thought  it  ray  duty  to  send  it  to  you  by  the  first  op- 
portunity. 

"  The  command  of  the  above-said  Regiment  now  devolves 
upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  Blauvelt.  I  am  fearful  that  Lent's 
resignation  will  be  followed  by  others ;  but  1  shall  do  all  that 
is  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

"John  Haring. 
"  To  the  Chairman  of  die  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York." 

The  said  Resignation  was  also  read. 

"  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  or  may  concern : 

"  Whereas  I,  the  subscriber,  have  some  time  since  been 
commissioned  by  the  honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  the 


Colony  oi  New-York,  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Regiment  of  Mili- 
tia Foot  in  Orangetoum,  and  whereas  I  have  been  much 
blamed  and  slandered  (by  some  officers,  and  others  in  said 
Regiment)  for  giving  ordere  in  pursuanceof  a  late  resolve  and 
order  of  said  Congress,  I  have  thought  proper  to  resign  my 
said  commission,  and  accordingly  do  resign  the  same,  choos- 
ing rather  to  serve  as  a  private,  than  command  people  who 
are  prejudiced  against  me. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  the  26th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 

^'^'^^-  "  Abraham  Lent." 

A  Letter  from  Governour  Trumbull,  dated  22d  March, 
1776,  enclosing  Mr.  Hopkins's  Report  on  the  Lead-Mines 
at  New-Canaan,  was  read  and  filed. 

"  Lebanon,  March  22,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  Eliphelet  Dyer  and  William  Williams,  Esquires, 
are  authorized  and  empowered  by  the  Governour  and  Coun- 
cil appointed  to  assist  him  in  the  recess  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, to  move  your  body  to  grant  this  Colony,  for  its  use, 
the  loan  of  such  a  number  and  sizes  of  cannon  as  you  can 
spare  without  detriment ;  which,  if  granted,  the  return  of 
them,  or  their  value,  shall  be  secured. 

"  The  reason  of  this  application  is,  that  we  have  under- 
taken to  set  the  furnace  at  Salisbury  in  blast,  to  cast  cannon, 
&c.,  for  use,  at  this  important  crisis  of  publick  affairs ;  that 
the  hearth  is  laying ;  ore,  coal,  and  every  other  necessary 
preparing;  workmen  provided  for  every  part  or  the  business  ; 
and  hope  to  begin  to  cast  cannon  in  all  next  month,  or  eariy 
in  May.  They  can  with  greater  ease  be  transported  to  Neiv- 
York,  and  used  where  needed,  than  brought  here.  In  the 
mean  time,  fearing  our  necessity  of  cannon  for  use,  before  this 
work  can  be  effected,  and  apprehending  that  a  great  num- 
ber of  various  sizes  may  be  spared  from  your  Colony,  with- 
out injury  to  the  common  service,  do  tlierefore  hope  for  a 
compliance  with  our  motion. 

"  This  Colony  have  been  exploring  Lead-Mines.  One  at 
Middletown  is  open,  fifty  or  sixty  tons  of  ore  raised,  a  smelt- 
ing furnace  built  there,  and  expect  thirty  or  forty  tons  of  lead, 
to  be  run  out  soon.  A  Committee  appointed  by  our  Assem- 
bly in  October  last  to  explore  and  examine  a  Lead-Mine  at 
New-Canaan  in  your  Colony,  made  report  at  our  session  in 
December  last ;  copy  thereof  is  enclosed.  If  worthy  your 
attention,  and  ore  raised  there,  die  furnance  at  Middle- 
town  may  serve  for  smelting  what  is  raised  in  both  places. 
Any  service  we  can  render  your  Colony  in  that,  or  any  other 
instance,  will  be  done  with  pleasure. 

I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  «  Jonathan  Trumbull. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  Esquire." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Commissary  of  Colony 
Military  Stores,  deliver  to  Colonel  McDougall,  or  his  order, 
three  thousand  two  hundred  Flints,  for  the  use  of  his  Regi- 
ment. 

The  Committee  being  applied  to  for  an  order  to  obtain 
Rum  for  the  men  on  fatigue  parties  at  Home's  Hook, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  in  pursuance 
of  the  resolution,  or  order,  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  of  the 
20th  day  of  February  last,  henceforth  continue  to  issue  (un- 
til further  order)  a  gill  of  Rum  per  day  for  each  of  the  men 
of  the  Minute  Regiments  at  Home's  Hook,  when  on  fatigue. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Home's 
Hook,  for  the  time  being,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  to  Mr. 
Abraham  Livingston  exact  lists  of  the  men  on  fatigvie  at 
that  post ;  and  that  the  Commanding  Officer,  and  each  of 
the  other  Officers,  take  especial  care  that  no  Rum  be  issued 
but  to  men  on  fatigue. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  this  Colony  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  advance 
to  the  Auditors,  or  Committee  of  the  Pay-Table,  or  their 
order,  any  such  sum  or  sums,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may 
think  proper,  and  keep  a  separate  account  or  memorandum 
thereof,  until  they  include  the  same  in  some  audited  accounts, 
so  as  that  the  said  moneys  may  then  appear  in  the  general 
accounts. 

A  Return  of  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  of  the  four  Com- 
panies of  Militia  in  Richmond  County,  signed  by  Christian 
Jacobson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  agreeable  to  the  said 
Return ;  likewise  that  the  Field-Officers'  Commissions  issue, 
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agreeable  to   the  Return  received  and  read  March  27th 
uhirno. 

A  Letter  from  Henry  Wisner,  Esq.,  dated  Goshen,  28th 
March,  1776,  was  read  and  filed. 

"  Goshen,  March  28,  1776. 

"Dear  Sir:  Some  days  ago  my  son  received  a  letter 
from  you,  desiring  him  to  inform  you  what  quantity  of  pow- 
der we  had  then  made,  what  quantity  we  could  make  per 
week,  and  what  quantity  of  materials  we  had  by  us.  But 
as  we  had  at  that  time  but  just  begun,  he  could  only  have 
given  a  partial  answer ;  and,  therefore,  omitted  giving  an 
answer  till  we  had  made  further  trial,  and  to  which  I  now 
have  to  inform  you  that  we  had  made  before  the  12th  of 
this  instant,  only  two  hundred  weight ;  the  first  week  after 
that  time  we  made  eight  hundred  weight ;  the  second  week 
we  made  eleven  hundred  weight ;  and  I  believe  this  week 
we  shall  make  out  twelve  hundred  ;  so  that  I  believe  by 
Saturday  night  we  shall  have  some  better  than  three  thou- 
sand weight.  We  have  tried  the  quality  of  it  by  shooting 
with  a  gun.  Several  of  our  gunners  have  tried  it,  and  all 
say  it  is  of  the  best  quality.  As  to  materials,  we  have 
saltpetre  enough  to  work  about  two  weeks  only  ;  we  have 
had  a  promise  of  ten  tons,  to  be  sent  from  Philadelphia, 
which  was  sent  as  far  as  Bordentovm  several  months  ago, 
and  was  to  have  been  sent  forward  to  our  works.  I  wrote 
twice  to  the  Congress  about  it,  though  the  last  letter  they 
cannot  have  received.  I  hope  they  will  soon  send  it.  As 
to  sulphur,  I  cannot  say  what  quantity  we  have ;  part  of 
it  is  at  New-  Windsor.  I  wish  more  of  it  might  be  had ; 
■believe  we  have  not  got  much. 

"  I  have  made  application  to  the  Committee  of  our  County 
for  liberty  to  build  a  Mill  in  our  County,  on  the  encourage- 
ment given  by  your  honourable  Board.  I  believe  I  sh'all 
succeed  ;  if  so,  I  make  no  doubt  but  will  build  one  to 
make  a  ton  a  week,  and  more  if  necessary.  I  shall  be  glad 
of  your  assistance  in  procuring  materials.  I  wish  you  would 
direct  what  we  shall  do  with  the  powder  as  fast  as  it  is  fit 
for  being  sent  off. 

"  As  powder  is  an  article  that  will  take  a  considerable  time 
to  dry,  especially  at  diis  time  of  year,  so  that  we  shall  have 
in  the  drying-house  at  least  two  thousand  weight  all  the 
time,  in  that  case,  query,  whether  there  will  not  be  dan- 
ger of  some  Tory  setting  fire  to  it  in. the  night,  by  firing  the 
house  ?  If  so,  query,  whether  it  would  not  be  right  to  keep 
a  guard?  As  the  powder  all  belongs  to  the  publick, 
query,  whether  the  expense  ought  not  to  be  borne  by  the 
publick  ?  I  should  be  glad  of  an  answer  by  the  first  op- 
portunity. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  regard  and  esteem,  your  assured 


friend  and  humble  servant. 


"  Henry  Wisner. 


"  To  the  President  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety  at  New-  York. 

"  P.  S.  If  you  should  think  proper  to  order  a  guard,  I 
believe  four  men  would  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  I 
hope  you  will  excuse  this  scrawl ;  I  should  have  copied,  but 
have  only  three  half-sheets  more  of  paper,  and  do  not  know 
where  to  get  the  next." 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  Letter  of  Henry  Wisner, 
Esquire,  was  read  and  approved. 

Ordered,  The  same  be  engrossed,  and  transmitted. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  April  1,  1776. 

Sir:  Yours  of  28th  ultimo,  in  answer  to  a  letter  wrote 
to  your  son  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  is  come  to  liand. 
It  gives  the  Committee  of  Safety  great  pleasure  that  you 
have  so  fair  a  prospect  of  manufacturing  the  article  of  gun- 
powder, and  doubt  not  but  you  will  meet  with  every  encou- 
ragement which,  with  the  approbation  of  your  country,  must 
be  very  pleasing. 

We  think  that,  as  fast  as  your  powder  is  cured,  it  be  put 
up  property  and  conveyed  to  Fort  Comiitution.  where  it 
will  be  safe,  you  taking  a  receipt  from  the  Commissioners 
at  that  fort  for  the  different  parcels  you  deliver  them.  In 
answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  relating  to  a  guard,  if  it  be 
necessary,  your  application  must  be  made  to  tlie  Comman- 
der of  the  Continental  forces  for  that  purpose,  as  you  ob- 
serve the  powder  is  the  property  of  the  Continent. 

We  are,  &,c.     By  order. 
Henry  Wisner,  Esq. 


The  Committee  of  Safety  being  informed  that  Commis- 
saries are  appointed  for  all  the  Continental  Troops  ordered 
to  this  City,  who  are  fully  supplied  with,  and  have  provided 
large  quantities  of  Provisions,  and  that  Mr.  Abraham  Liv- 
ingston, the  Contractor,  has  also  laid  up  considerable  quan- 
tities of  Provisions,  are  of  opinion  that  a  large  magazine  in 
Westchester  will  not  be  absolutely  necessary. 

Therefore,  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  and 
the  other  Members  of  Westchester  County,  do  not  purchase 
any  more  Provisions  until  further  order;  and  that  they 
return  with  all  convenient  speed  to  this  Committee  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  Provisions  they  have  purchased,  and  in 
what  stores  they  are  placed. 

A  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Heath  was  received  and 
read. 

He  therein  mentions  that  a  Sloop  is  arrived  from  Albany, 
with  a  number  of  women  and  children  and  baggage,  taken 
at  St.  John's,  and  sent  here  by  General  Schuyler,  in  their 
way  to  New-Brunswick ;  that  the  Captain  was  fearful  of 
going  to  Brunswick  lest  his  vessel  might  be  detained  by  the 
Ships-of-War  in  his  return  ;  and  he  requests  the  Committee 
to  take  the  management  of  obtaining  a  pass  from  Captain 
Vandeput  for  the  Sloop  to  go  to  Brunswick  and  return, 
which,  he  doubts  not,  will  be  readily  granted,  as  it  will  ob- 
tain every  convenience  for  the  Prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  a  Member  wait  on  the  General  and  inform 
him  that  there  are  Boats  here  from  Brunswick,  who  will 
readily  receive  the  Prisoners  and  Baggage,  and  carry  them 
to  Brunswick;  and  that  he  request  the  General  to  order  the 
Prisoners  and  Baggage  to  be  sent  by  those  Boats. 

Die  Lunae,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  April  1,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
For  New-Yokk. — Mr.  Sand^,  Major  Stoutenburgh. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Ecerson. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Tryon. — ^Mr.  Moore. 

Abner  Briggs  attending,  produced  a  Certificate,  which, 
being  read,  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Barnstable,  March  6,  1776. 

'I  These  may  certify  that  the  Sloop  Defiance,  Abner 
Briggs  Master,  is  bound  to  New- York  or  Connecticut,  in 
order  to  purchase  fifty  barrels  of  Pork,  fifty  barrels  of  Beel^ 
thirty  firkins  of  Hog's  Lard,  ten  firkins  of  Butter,  five  hundred 
bushels  of  Corn  or  Rye,  fifty  bushels  of  Beans,  four  hundred 
weight  of  Cheese ;  all  which  is  wanted  for  the  internal  con- 
sumption of  the  inhabitants  o(  Nantucket ;  and  the  said 
Briggs  is  permitted  to  import  said  articles  for  the  internal 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Island. 

"  Daniel  Davis, 

"Richard  Baxter, 

"  Daniel  Taylor, 
Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Abner  Briggs  be  permitted 
to  purchase  the  articles  mentioned  in  the  within  Certificate, 
and  export  the  same  to  Barnstable,  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned in  the  said  Certificate. 

Simeon  Deane  attended  with  a  copy  of  an  Agreement,* 
dated  the  11th  January  last,  between  Samuel  Ward,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  and  others,  a  Committee  of  Secrecy  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  Silas  Deane  and  Barnabas 
Deane,  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut ;  authorizing  them  to 
ship  the  produce  of  the  United  Colonies  to  proper  Ports  in 
the  foreign  West-Indies,  and  in  Europe,  to  the  amount  of 
thirty  thousand  Dollars,  with  an  appointment  thereon,  dated 
the  21st  January,  to  Simeon  Deane,  to  carry  the  said  Con- 
tract into  execution.  Simeon  Deane  informed  the  Com- 
mittee that  he  has  had  separate  permits  from  Mr.  Ray,  and 
other  gentlemen  of  this  City,  as  a  sub-Committee  of  the 
General  Committee  of  the  City ;  but  that  the  whole  exports, 

•  Permission  is  desired  for  two  hundred  and  thirty  barrels  of  Flour,  to 
be  shipped  from  this  port  for  Connecticut  River,  on  board  Sloop,  John 
Riley,  Master,  for  account  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  pet 
order  of  Silas  and  Jiarnabas  Deane,  »s  per  agreement  to  be  now  shown, 
which  is  not  completed.  Of  this  Simeon  Deane  can  testify,  and  show  hii 
power  of  attorney  from  said  Contract.  The  above  flour  consigned  to  Bar- 
nabas Deane.  Sikeun  Deahe. 

JVew-ror*,  .ipHl  1,  1776. 


Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of 
Barnstable." 
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in  consequence  of  the  Agreement,  do  not  much  exceed 
half  tlie  sum  permitted  to  be  exported  ;  and  requested  a  fur- 
ther permit  for  two  hundred  and  thirty  barrels  of  Flour. 

Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  of 
JV'ejo-  York,  or  the  sub-Committee  of  Inspection  and  Ex- 
portation, be  at  liberty  to  permit  Simeon  Deane,  on  account 
of  the  said  Contract,  to  export  from  Netv-  York  to  Connec- 
ticut, with  design  to  be  thence  exported  to  some  Foreign 
Port,  two  hundred  and  thirty  barrels  of  Flour,  (on  the  usual 
terms  or  bonds,  on  which  he  formerly  exported,)  in  a  Sloop 
whereof  John  ReiJey  is  Master. 

Captain  William  Jackson,  from  fTZs^tr  County,  attending, 
sent  in  a  Memorandum,  subscribed  with  his  name,  which 
w  as  read  and  filed.*  He  therein  mentions  that  he  has  in- 
listed  seventy-three  men  in  the  Continental  service. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Jackson  inform  the  General  that 
he  has  so  many  men  ready  for  service. 

Captain  Abraham  Biker  xn^de  a  Return  of  the  names 
and  dates  of  Inlistment  of  the  men  in  his  Company,  whereby 
it  appears  that  he  has  inlisted  only  thirty-one  men.  The 
Return  is  filed. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Chairman  of  each  County 
Committee  where  any  Troops  are  inlisting,  was  read  and 
approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Sir  :  We  earnestly  request  you  to  send  us  the  names  of 
the  officers  recruituig  in  your  County  for  the  Continental 
service ;  and  that  you  cause  returns  to  be  made  to  us  im- 
mediately of  the  number  of  men  already  inlisted  for  each 
Company.  We  further  request  you  to  direct  the  able- 
bodied  men  that  are  or  shall  be  raised  at  the  time  of  your 
receipt  hereof,  to  be  sent  to  the  City  of  Neiv-  York,  under 
a  proper  officer  or  officers,  according  to  their  number ;  and 
so,  from  time  to  time,  till  the  Companies  are  full,  except 
such  troops  as  are  or  shall  be  ordered  to  the  Fortifications  in 
tlie  Highlands. 

We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  humble  servants. 

Ordered,  That  a  number  of  Copies  be  engrossed  and 
signed,  and  one  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  each  Committee. 


Die  Martis,  A.  M.,  April  2,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Major    Stoutenburgh,    Mr.   Cortlandt, 

Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Denning,  Mr.  Beekman. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cut/per. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

The  Honourable  Hugh  Wallace,  Esq.,  being  requested  by 
some  of  the  inhabitants  to  go  on  board  the  Ships-of-War  in 
this  Harbour,  to  use  his  influence  with  the  Commanders 
relative  to  their  Vessels  seized  by  the  Ships-of-War, 

Ordered,  That  the  Honourable  Hugh  Wallace,  Esquire, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  permitted  to  go  on  board  his  Majesty's 
Ships-of-War  in  this  Harbour. 

Ordered,  That  the  Port-Master  be  permitted  to  take 
■with  him  on  board  the  Governour's  Ship,  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Ship,  one  box  Candles ;  one  Span,  lor  a  main  yard  ; 
two  gallons  Lamp  Oil ;  fifty-six  pounds  Rosin  ;  two  gallons 
Paint  Oil ;  three  kegs  Lampblack  ;  one  Cat-block ;  one 
keg  Sugar ;  two  kegs  Bread  ;  one  pair  Slings ;  one  small  case 
of  Wine  ;  one  small  box  of  Clothes ;  and  one  box  Books, 
for  Mr.  Barrow  ;  six  quarters  of  Beef,  for  the  Phenix;  eight 
quarters  Beef,  and  one  Mutton,  for  the  Aisia ;  one  quarter 
Veal,  and  one  of  Pork  for  the  Govemour. 

Whereas  Barracks  are  necessary  for  the  Troops  now 
arrived  and  daily  arriving  in  this  City,  and  cannot  be  ob- 
tained without  placing  them  in  Houses  much  to  the  injury 
of  the  inhabitants  remaining  in  the  City,  as  well  as  with 
great  detriment  to  the  service ;  and  whereas  it  appears  to 

'To  the  Hanauruble  the  Provincial  Congreta  of  New- York  : 
fJKSTLKMKjr ;  I  make  a  return  of  the  men  that  have  inlisted  in  the  Con- 
tinental service  for  the  defence  of  the  Colotiy,  whereof  the  amount  is 
aeventy-three,  which  are  inlisted  by  me.  William  Jackson. 

Jlpril  1,  1776. 

Isr  CoMMiTTKK  OF  Safktt,  April  1,  1776. —  Ordered  That  Captain 
Jack»on  make  the  within  Report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  tliis  Post. 


the  Committee  of  Safety  that  the  Hospital  in  this  City  is  a 
proper  situation  for  Troops,  and  that  a  number  of  Troops 
must  necessarily  be  posted  there  for  the  defence  of  the 
works  there,  and  of  the  City  in  general : 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Governours  of  the  Hos- 
pital be  requested  to  give  directions  to  have  the  Hospital 
put  in  a  proper  state  for  the  reception  of  Troops. 

And,  in  case  the  said  Governours  have  not  cash. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Stagg  repair  the  Hearths  in 
the  Hospital,  where  wanted,  at  Continental  expense,  and 
make  them  fit  for  the  reception  of  Continental  Troops,  as 
soon  as  the  Governours  of  the  Hospital  shall  have  given 
directions  on  the  subject. 

Whereas  the  present  Guard  of  the  First  Regiment  of  the 
City  oi ISew-York,  where  the  Records  of  the  Colony  are 
deposited,  has,  by  experience,  been  found  a  very  expensive 
Colony  charge ;  and  although  the  Committee  are  of  opi- 
nion that  the  Guards  hitherto  employed  in  that  service  have 
great  merit,  and  are  worthy  of  the  highest  confidence;  yet 
they  conceive  themselves  bound  in  duty  to  the  good  people 
of  this  Colony  to  prevent  every  expense  that  can  be  saved  : 
And  whereas  the  Committee  are  fully  informed  that  Captain 
Alexander  Hamilton's  Com])any  of  Artillery,  raised  for  this 
Colony,  now  consists  of  so  many  men  as  that  they  may 
safely  and  easily  perform  that  duty : 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Captain  Hamilton  be  directed 
to  place,  and  keep  a  proper  Guard  of  his  Company  at  the 
Records,  until  further  order ;  and  that  one  of  the  Secretaries 
deliver  a  copy  of  this  order  to  Colonel  Lasher. 

Whereas  some  proper  place  is  wanted  and  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  be  procured  wherein  to  place  Gunpowder,  as  it 
is  thought  imprudent  and  unsafe  to  keep  all  the  Powder  that 
is,  or  may  be  in  the  City,  in  any  one  place,  and  it  is  sug- 
gested to  the  Committee  of  Safety  that  the  upper  part  of 
Mr.  Henry  Cuyler's  Sugar-House  will  be  a  proper  place  for 
that  purpose. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  whoever  has  the  present  care 
and  direction  of  the  said  Sugar-House  be  directed  to  place 
the  utensils  and  materials  therein  in  such  proper  or  conve- 
nient places  in  the  said  Sugar-House,  as  may  allow  the 
upper  part  thereof  to  be  used  as  a  Magazine;  that  Colonel 
McDougall  be  authorized,  and  is  hereby  authorized,  to  see 
this  order  carried  into  execution  ;  and  thereupon  the  upper 
part  of  the  said  building  be  used  as  a  Magazine  for  such 
purposes  as  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental 
Troops  for  the  time  being  shall  at  any  time  direct. 

A  draft. of  a  Letter  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  iVew- 
Jersey,  requesting  them  to  recommend  sending  speedy  sup- 
plies to  this  market,  was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Sir  :  As  the  ships-of-war  in  our  harbour  are  daily  com- 
mitting acts  of  piracy  and  depredation  on  the  vessels  and 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies,  we  ap- 
prehend orders  will  soon  issue  for  stopping  all  further  sup- 
plies to  them.  As  such  an  event  will  also  stop  the  intercourse 
by  water  between  your  Colony  and  us,  we  tliink  it  advisable 
that  you  immediately  recommend  to  all  persons  supplying 
this  Colony  with  any  kind  of  necessaries,  to  be  as  speedy  as 
possible  in  sending  their  articles  to  this  market,  especially 
hay  and  fuel,  as  a  great  number  of  horses  are  daily  expected 
from  the  eastward. 

We  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  Samuel  Tucker,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Provincial 

Congress,  New-Jersey. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 


Die  Martis,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  April  2,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Mr.  William  Paulding,  ChakmAa. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Sands,  Captain  Denning,  Colonel 
McDougall,  Major  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  John  Van  Cort- 
landt. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence, 
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For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

A  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Heath  was  read,  and 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  City  of  New-York,  April  2,  1776. 

"Sir:  I  have  an  immediate  call  for  two  thousand  four 
hundred  musket  cartridges.  If  you  have  them  I  shall  take 
it  as  a  favour  if  you  will  deliver  that  number  to  Major  De 
Hart,  the  bearer  hereof. 

"  I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  W.  Heath. 

'•  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York." 
An  Order  was  thereon  made  in  hcec  verba  : 

Mr.  Richard  Norwood  : 

Sir:  Deliver,  on  receipt  hereof,  to  Major  De  Hart,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  musket  cartridges,  on  Continental 
account,  to  be  replaced,  and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Captain  William  Jackson  attended  the  Committee  yes- 
terday, and  informed  tliat  he  had  seventy-three  men  inlisted, 
and  ready  for  service,  and  requested  directions  where  to 
proceed  with  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Jackson  repair  to  Fort  Constitu- 
tion with  his  Company,  and  there  put  himself  under  the 
direction  of  Colonel  ^icoll,  the  commanding  officer  there. 

It  was  suggested  to  the  Committee  that  it  would  greatly 
Encourage  the  inlistment  of  Troops  in  the  Regiment  raising 
in  this  City,  if  those  already  inlisted  could  be  uniformed 
with  Frocks,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  direct  Mr. 
Curtenius  not  to  deliver  out  any  Frocks  until  the  further 
order  of  this  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  do  not  deliver  out  any 
Frocks  for  the  Troops  raising  in  this  Colony  until  the  fur- 
ther order  of  this  Committee,  the  order  of  the  31st  ultimo 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Colonel  Lott  and  Colonel  Brasher  came  into  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  were  informed  by  sundry  of  the 
Members  that  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  Bar  Iron  in 
this  City.  Mr.  Cuyper  also  informed  that  forty  tons  might 
be  brought  from  Haverstraw  ;  and .  it  was  suggested,  that, 
by  allowing  a  free  exportation  thereof,  the  manufacturers  of 
Iron  will  be  induced  to  bring  Iron  to  market. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the 
City  of  New-  York,  or  their  sub-Committee  of  Inspection, 
be  at  liberty  to  give  permbsions  for  the  exportation  of  Bar 
Iron  at  any  time  when  they  may  think  proper. 

The  Letter  from  Colonel  Isaac  NicoU,  received  yester- 
day, which  is  an  exact  copy  of  his  Letter  formerly  received, 
dated  the  15th  of  March,  was  read  and  filed,  requesting 
supplies. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Berrien  imme- 
diately purchase  on  Continental  account,  and  forward  to 
Colonel  Isaac  Nicoll,  at  the  most  northwardly  Fortification 
in  the  Highlands,  as  Barrack  necessaries,  for  the  use  of  the 
Troops  at  the  Garrison  there,  Wooden  Bowls,  Wooden 
Spoons,  Iron  Pots,  and  other  necessary  Barrack  Furniture, 
for  three  complete  full  Companies  of  Minute-men,  or  Conti- 
nental Troops  there. 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  Letter  of  Colonel  NicoU  was 
read,  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit: 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  April  2,  1776. 

Sir  :  We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
15lh  of  March.  In  answer  thereto  we  inform  you  that  Mr. 
Abraham  Livingston  has  contracted  to  supply  all  the  troops 
at  the  posts  in  the  Highlands  with  the  rations  allowed  by 
Congress,  and  fuel  and  straw.  A  sloop  with  necessaries  is 
gone  up  the  river  for  the  purpose,  with  a  Commissary  on 
board ;  and  we  hope  your  troops  will  be  rendered  as  com- 
fortable as  their  situation  will  admit.  We  have  directed  Mr. 
Berrien  to  send  you,  by  the  first  conveyance,  barrack  neces- 
saries for  three  full  companies.  The  account  of  ammuni- 
tion delivered  to  Captain  Raymond  is  by  us  delivered  to  the 
auditors  at  the"  pay-table,  and  will  be  settled  with  him. 

The  publick  arms  in  the  garrison  have  always  been  in- 
tended to  be  preserved  and  kept  in  order,  but  not  be  deli- 
vered out  for  any  use  unless  in  case  of  some  attack  or  inva- 


sion.    In  such  case  they  are  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  any. 
troops  there  who  are  destitute  of  arms. 

We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  humble  servants. 

P.  S.  Please,  sir,  to  send  down  by  some  convenient  op- 
portunity to  the  Committee,  a  particular  account  of  the 
articles  charged  for  a  Court-Martial,  expresses,  &tc.,  with 
proper  vouchers. 

Die  Mercurii,  A.  M.,  April  3, 1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr. 

Sands,  Major  Stoutenburgh,  Colonel  Lott,  Captain  Den- 

ning. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Strong. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Westchesier. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

A  Letter  from  General  Heath  was  received  and  read. 
He  thereby  requests  three  or  four  Guides  for  particular  pur- 
poses. A  Member  was  sent  to  procure  them,  and  take 
them  to  the  General. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sands  and  Mr.  Strong  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  wait  on  General  Heath,  with  a  copy  of  the  Letter 
from  William  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Suffolk 
County,  dated  March  27,  1776,  to  confer  with  General 
Heath  on  the  subject  of  the  said  Letter,  and  report  to  this 
Committee  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Murray  be  permitted  to  go  on 
board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon  with  the  Port-Mas- 
ter, and  to  return,  he  having  been  duly  sworn  that  he  will 
not  convey  any  intelligence  relative  to  the  Fortifications 
erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and  Colony. 

The  Committee  being  informed  by  Mr.  Lawrerwe,  one  of 
the  members  of  this  Committee  from  Richmond  County, 
that  the  County  is  already  supplied  with  fourteen  good 
Flatts,  or  Scows,  which  are  fully  sufficient  for  the  removal 
of  the  Stock  of  that  Island,  and  that  any  more  Scows  will 
be  an  unnecessary  expense  at  present, 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  building  of  the  two  Scows, 
or  Flatts,  which  Mr.  Bancker  was  empowered  to  have 
made,  be  delayed  for  the  present,  and  that  neither  of  them 
be  built  until  further  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  of 
this  Committee. 

The  Committee  were  informed  the  Brigantine  Elizabeth, 
John  Palmer,  Master,  is  ready  to  sail,  and  that  a  Certificate 
is  requested  as  protection  for  her  in  case  she  should  meet 
with  any  of  the  Colony  cruisers. 

Thereupon  a  Certificate  was  given  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  Brigantine  Elizabeth,  Cap- 
tain John  Palmer,  Master,  is  laded  on  Continental  account, 
at  the  Port  o(  New- York,  by  permission  and  direction  of 
the  Continental  Congress.  The  said  brigantine  and  master 
are  hereby  recommended  to  the  favour,  aid,  and  protection, 
of  all  friends  to  American  liberty  ;  and  all  friends  to  these 
Colonies  are  requested  to  protect  her  on  her  voyage,  or  in 
port. 

A  Return,  made  by  Captain  John  Davis,  of  Suffolk 
County,  of  th'e  number  of  men  inlisted  in  his  Company, 
was  read  and  filed.  He  therein  says  he  has  inlisted  about 
seventy  men,  and  expects  that  he  will  soon  complete  the 
whole. 

A  Return,  by  Benjamin  Marvin,  First  Lieutenant  of  Cap- 
tain Griffin's  Company,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein 
mentions  that  the  Officers  of  that  Company  have  inlisted 
seventy-five  men. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  consideiing  the  defenceless 
state  of  this  Colony,  think  it  necessary  to  furnish  the  Coun- 
ties o(  Albany  and  Tryon  with  such  quantities  of  Ammuni- 
tion as  can  be  spared  for  that  purpose : 

Therefore  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard 
Nonvood  deliver  to  John  Moore,  Esquire,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  weight  of  Gunpowder,  for  the  Counties  of  Albany 
and  Tryon,  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit :  Five  hun- 
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(Ircd  pounds  for  the  County  of  Tnjon,  and  two  thousand 
pounds  of  Gunpowder  for  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 
That  the  respective  Counties  above-mentioned  be  charged 
Avitii  tlie  respective  quantities  of  Gunpowder  above-mention- 
ed. Tiiat  tiie  said  Gunpowder  bo  disposed  of  by  tlie  re- 
spective County  Committees  of  the  said  Counties,  in  the 
most  advantageous  manner  for  the  defence  of  the  inhabi- 
!tants ;  and  that  the  Committees  of  the  said  Counties  respec- 
tively give  such  particular  directions  for  the  preservation  of 
the  said  Gunpowder,  that  it  may  not  be  wasted  or  expended 
but  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  lest  those  Counties  may 
be  distressed  before  any  other  possible  supply  can  be  afford- 
ed them. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  City  and 
County  of  y^ffiany  be  informed  that,  by  reason  of  some  late 
losses  and  misfortunes,  they  are  not  to  expect  any  further 
supply  of  Gunpowder  for  several  months  at  the  soonest. 

Die  Mercurii,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  April  3,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Pauldinir,  Esq.,  Chairman  pro  tem. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Brasher, 
Mr.  Sands,  Major  Stoutcnhurgh,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Den- 
ning. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredweU,  Mr.  Strong. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Emerson. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Tryon — Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  John  Murray,  attending  with  a  Letter  from  General 
Heath  to  this  Committee,  wherein  he  informs  the  Commit- 
tee that  Mr.  Murray  had  applied  to  him  for  his  approbation 
of  the  permit  granted  to  Mr.  Murray  this  morning  to  go  on 
board  the  Govemour's  Ship  ;  that,  by  the  said  permit,  it  ap- 
pears that  Mr.  Murray  is  restricted  only  relative  to  the  For- 
tifications, and  that  he  (the  General)  cannot,  consistent  with 
his  duty,  consent  to  his  going  on  board  unless  under  greater 
restrictions : 

Thereupon  a  permission  was  given  to  Mr.  Murray,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

"  John  Murray,  of  this  City,  Merchant,  attending,  request- 
ed permission  to  go  on  board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon, 
wherein  Govemour  Tryon  resides,  with  the  Port-Master,  and 
to  return ;  thereupon  the  said  John  Murray  was  solemnly 
sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  that  he 
will  not  communicate  any  information  or  intelligence  what- 
ever to  any  person  or  persons  on  board  any  of  the  Ships-of- 
War,  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  the  Packet,  or  any  other 
vessel  in  this  Colony,  under  the  care  or  direction  of,  or  in  con- 
nection with  any  person  on  board  either  of  the  vessels  above- 
mentioned,  relative  to  the  Fortifications  erecting  for  tlie  de- 
fence of  this  City  and  Colony,  nor  carry  on  board,  or  deliver 
to  any  person  belonging  to  any  of  the  said  ships  or  vessels, 
any  papers  or  writings  relative  thereto ;  and  that  he  will  not 
communicate  any  intelligence,  of  any  kind,  or  enter  into  any 
convei-sation  on  any  subject  whatever,  with  any  person  on 
board  of  eitlier  of  the  said  vessels,  but  what  relates  to  his 
own  private  business." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Murray  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, permitted  to  go  on  board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon, 
■with  the  Port-Master,  and  to  return. 

Michael  Conner,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Merchant, 
agent  for  the  Owners  of  the  Brigantine  Mary,  bound  from 
St.  Christopher's  to  Corlc,  in  Ireland,  laden  with  rum,  lately 
seized  and  now  detained  by  Captain  Parker,  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Ship  Phenix,  applied  to  the  Committee  for  a  permission 
to  go  on  board  of  the  said  Ship  Phenix,  to  demand  the  said 
Brigantine  and  Cargo  ;  thereupon  the  said  Michael  Conner 
was  duly  and  solemnly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  God,  that  he  will  not  communicate  any  informa- 
tion or  intelligence  whatever,  to  any  person  or  persons  on 
board  of  any  of  the  Ships-of-War,  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gor- 
don, the  Packet,  or  any  other  vessels  in  this  Colony,  re- 
lative to  the  Fortifications  erecting  for  the  defence  of  this 
City  and  Colony,  nor  carry  on  board,  or  deliver  to  any  per- 
son belonging  to  any  of  said  ships  or  vessels,  any  papers  or 
writings  relative  thereto ;  and  that  he  will  not  communicate 
any  intelligence,  of  any  kind,  or  enter  into  any  conversation 


on  any  subje>ct  whatever  with  any  person  on  board  of  either 
of  said  vessels,  but  what  relates  to  his  own  private  busi- 
ness. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Michael  Conner  be  permitted, 
and  he  is  hereby  permitttid,  to  go  on  board  of  the  Ship  Phe- 
nix, with  the  Port-Master,  and  to  return. 

Mr.  Sands,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  wait  on 
General  Heath,  and  confer  with  him  on  the  subject-matter 
of  the  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Suffolk  County,  dated 
March  27th,  1776,  reported:  That  General  Heath  desired 
them  to  inform  the  Committee  of  Safety,  that  if  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  thought  it  necessary  that  the  three  Compa- 
nies raised  in  Suffolk  County  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony, 
in  Continental  service,  should  be  stationed  at  the  east  end 
of  Nassau^lslojul,  he  would  give  the  necessary  orders ;  but 
requested  that  this  Committee  would  take  this  matter  into 
consideration,  and  give  him  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
in  writing,  how  and  in  what  manner  it  will  be  most  proper 
to  dispose  of  the  said  troops  to  prevent  depredations  by  the 
Ministerial  Navy  and  Army. 

The  Committee,  taking  into  consideration  the  defenceless 
state  of  the  easternmost  part  of  Suffolk  County,  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  three  Companies  raised  in  Suffolk  County 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  in  Continental  service,  should 
be  continued  in  that  County  until  further  order ;  that  Bri- 
gadier-General WoodhuU  should  be  requested,  by  his  orders 
to  Captain  Griffin,  to  station  the  said  three  Companies  in 
such  numbers,  and  at  such  places,  as  he  shall  think  best,  to 
prevent  the  landing  of  any  Ministerial  Troops,  or  depreda- 
tions being  committed  by  them  in  any  part  of  the  said 
County ;  that  those  Troops  be  so  stationed  on  condition  that 
the  County  Committee  and  inhabitants  of  Suffolk  County 
furnish  them  with  all  necessaries  whatever,  while  so  station- 
ed in  the  County,  at  the  allowance  of  ten  and  a  half  pence 
per  man  per  day,  exclusive  of  such  quantities  of  wood  as  is 
allowed  by  Congress,  without  any  other  additional  expense, 
charge,  or  allowance  whatever. 

His  Worehip  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  at- 
tending, and  having  given  his  word  of  honour,  in  terms 
similar  to  the  Oath  administered  to  Messrs.  Murray  and 
Conner, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  permitted  to  go  on  board  the  Ships- 
of-W^ar  and  the  Govemour's  Ship,  with  the  Port-Master,  and 
to  return. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Committee  of  Safety 
that  Cartridges  are  preparing  for  the  Continental  Magazine, 
but  are  not  yet  made;  that  he  stands  in  need  of  a  number 
of  Cartridges  for  his  Regiment ;  and  requests  the  loan  of  a 
number  of  Cartridges  out  of  the  Provincial  Store,  which  he 
engages  to  replace. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood  deliver  to  Colo- 
nel McDougall,  for  the  use  of  his  Regiment,  such  number 
of  Cartridges  as  he  may  want  for  the  use  of  his  Regiment, 
and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Two  Letters,  one  from  Azor  Betts,  the  other  from  John 
Blackler,  received  by  post,  and  requesting  their  discharges, 
were  read  and  filed.  Thereupon,  the  following  entry,  for 
their  discharge,  was  made,  in  the  words  following : 

The  Letter  of  Azor  Betts,  dated  the  21st  ultimo,  request- 
ing his  discharge,  was  received,  and  read.  His  Petition  to 
the  Provincial  Congress,  dated  the  20th  day  of  February  last, 
with  the  Certificate  of  William  Elsworth,  Esq.,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Kingston,  endorsed  thereon,  was  also  again 
read.     The  Letter  of  Jo/fwB/acWer  was  also  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Azor  Betts  and  John  Blackler 
be  respectively  discharged  from  their  confinement,  on  their 
respectively  subscribing  the  General  Association,  acknow- 
ledging their  penitence  for  their  past  conduct,  and  making 
oath  respectively  that  they  will  not  bear  arms  against  the 
inhabitants  of  the  American  Colonies,  or  do  any  other  act 
inimical  to  the  liberties  of  the  United  Colonies,  or  contrary 
to  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  during  the  present  contro- 
versy between  Great  Britain  and  the  American  Colonies, 
and  paying  their  expenses  while  in  confinement,  if  they 
have  any  means  wherewith  to  pay  the  same.  Or,  instead 
of  such  oath,  on  their  respectively  giving  bond,  with  two 
good  and  sufficient  sureties  for  each,  in  the  penalty  of  two 
hundred  Pounds,  with  condition  thereto  for  their  future  good 
behaviour,  in  the  terms  above-mentioned  for  their  oath. 
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Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  April  4,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  pro  tern. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr. 

Prince,  Mv.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Captain 

Rutgers,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr.  Strong. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderlilt,  Mr.  Coveiihoven. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Tryon. — Mr.  Moore. 

Colonel  Mijlin,  Quartermaster-General,  came  into  the 
Committee,  and  informed  the  Committee  that  in  the  course  of 
eight  or  ten  days  at  farthest,  Troops  will  arrive  in  this  City, 
which,  with  those  already  here,  will  amount  to  twelve  thou- 
sand men.  He  requested  that  proper  Houses  may  be  im- 
mediately provided  for  the  reception  of  those  Troops.  Co- 
lonel Mifflin  further  requested,  that  Houses,  in  an  airy  part 
of  the  City,  may  be  immediately  prepared  for  a  General 
Hospital,  capable  of  containing  eight  hundred  sick,  and  with- 
in a  mile  of  the  City,  and  Houses  in  a  proper  situation,  and 
about  the  same  distance,  to  contain  four  hundred  convales- 
cents ;  that  a  suitable  House  or  Houses  in  the  City  will  be 
necessary  for  General  Washington ;  that  proper  Stables  will 
speedily  be  wanted  for  one  hundred  horses,  and  Sheds  or 
proper  places  wherein  to  put  wagons.  That  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  fix  on  a  House  fit  for  a  Guard-House  for  a  Provost- 
Guard,  and  four  other  separate  Houses  for  Main  Guards ;  that 
to  prevent  inebriety  and  neglect  of  duty  among  the  soldiery, 
it  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  limit  the  number  of  Inn- 
keepers, Dram-shops,  and  Retailers  of  strong  liquors  in  this 
City  and  its  environs,  and  that  the  names  of  the  persons  li- 
censed to  retail,  and  a  description  of  their  respective  places 
of  residence  in  the  City,  be  delivered  to  him,  to  the  end  that 
none  others  except  one  Sutler  to  each  Regiment  may  be  per- 
mitted. 

Colonel  Mijjlin  further  mentioned,  that,  by  inquiry,  he  has 
found  that  the  Continental  Troops,  by  the  police  of  this 
City,  must  pass  at  the  common  ferries,  or  pay  the  ferriage 
if  they  are  transported  across  either  of  the  rivers  by  any 
other  means  ;that  however  useful  this  regulation  may  be  in 
time  of  peace,  he  conceives  that,  in  the  present  situation  of 
affairs,  the  expense  will  be  enormous  to  the  Continental 
Army,  as  it  must  frequently,  if  not  daily  happen,  that  great 
numbers  of  Troops  must  be  transported  between  the  City  of 
New-York  and  Nassau-Island,  and  between  the  said  City 
and  Jersey  Shore. 

Colonel  Mijfflin,  on  being  asked  what  means  he  could 
propose  to  remedy  ferriages,  answered  and  proposed  that  he 
could  purchase  boats,  or  have  them  built  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  Troops,  and  that  the  Army  could  ferry  themselves,  if 
that  mode  was  agreeable  to  the  Committee. 

Colonel  Mijfflin  further  informed  the  Committee,  that  the 
necessary  expenditure  of  wood,  which  would  be  made  by 
the  Continental  Troops,  might  increase  the  price  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  of  the  Army,  unless  some 
method  could  be  fallen  on  to  prevent  the  same ;  that  he 
should  want  not  less  than  forty  or  fifty  cords  of  wood  per 
day,  and  was  desirous  that  the  Committee  should  fix  the 
price  which  they  would  advise  him  to  offer  for  wood. 

Colonel  Mijjlin  further  mentioned  that,  by  experience,  he 
had  found  in  other  places  that  forestalhng  and  engrossing 
had  been  very  detrimental  to  the  Continental  Troops ;  and 
that,  in  some  instances,  it  had  been  found  very  necessary  to 
prevent  the  same  by  military  force  or  directions ;  and  that 
he  requested  tlie  advice  of  the  Committee  what  might  be 
proper  on  this  head. 

The  Committee  took  the  matters  aforesaid  respectively 
into  consideration,  and  thereupon. 

Ordered,  That  the  General  Committee  cf  the  City  of  iVeit'- 
York  be  requested  to  convene  without  delay,  and,  by  an 
appointment  of  sub-Committees  for  the  purpose,  or  by  such 
otlier  methods  as  they  shall  think  proper,  to  fix  on  so  many 
Houses  for  Barracks,  for  the  reception  of  Troops,  as  will 
contain,  together  with  those  now  in  the  City,  twelve  thou- 
sand men ;  that  the  said  General  Committee  be  informed 
that  the  Provincial  Congress,  in  the  time  of  their  last  ses- 
sion, have  procured  the  Dwelling-IIouse,  Barn,  and  Stable, 


where  John  Fowler  did  lately  dwell,  on  the  hill  beyond 
fresh  water,  for  Hospitiils ;  and  that  the  said  General  Com- 
mittee be  requested  to  fix  on  other  proper  Houses  for  Hos- 
pitals, so  that  the  whole  may  be  capable  of  containing  eight 
hundred  men,  and  also  proper  Houses  for  four  hundred  con- 
valescents ;  that  they  be  also  requested  to  fix  on  Stables  to- 
contain  one  hundred  Horses  belonging  to  the  Army. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  General  Committee  bc' 
further  requested  to  appoint  one  or  more  sub-Committees,- 
to  take  the  names  of  all  Inn-keepers  and  Retailers  of  strong 
liquors  in  this  City  and  its  environs,  with  the  description  of 
the  streets  or  places  of  their  abode,  (distinguishing  those  who 
are  licensed  from  those  who  are  not,)  and  to  send  such  list 
of  Inn-keepers  and  Retailers  of  strong  liquors  to  this  Com- 
mittee, with  all  convenient  speed. 

Ordered,  Tliat  Colonel  Lott  and  Mr.  Prince  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  inquire  for  and  designate  proper  Sheds  for  Wagons 
in  this  City,  and  to  report  thereon. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  then  took  into  consideration 
the  great  expense  that  would  arise  should  the  Continental 
Troops,  or  any  persons  on  their  behalf,  be  subjected  to  the 
payment  of  Ferriage,  and  are  of  opinion  that  any  benefit  of 
that  kind  could  not  have  been  an  object  with  or  expected  by 
the  tenants  of  the  Ferries  at  tlie  times  they  respectively  took 
their  leases ;  that  therefore  it  will  be  no  injustice  to  the  te- 
nants of  the  Ferries  that  the  Continental  Troops  should  pass 
and  repass  the  rivers  without  any  emolument  to  the  tenants 
or  keepers  of  the  Ferries. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Mijjlin  be  at  liberty 
to  hire,  purchase,  build,  or  procure  as  many  Ferry-Boats,  or 
craft  of  any  kind,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army,  as  he 
may  think  proper,  and  that  the  Continental  Troops  be  at 
liberty  to  pass  and  repass  the  rivers  in  such  Boats  without 
being  subject  to  any  Ferriage  or  Toll ;  and  Colonel  Mijfflin 
is  requested  to  give  such  order  that  none  but  Continental 
Troops,  or  those  employed  in  some  military  business  or  de- 
partment, may  be  permitted  to  pass  in  the  Boats  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  Anny. 

The  Committee  then  took  into  consideration  Colonel 
Mifflin's  proposal  to  fix  the  price  of  Fire-wood  in  this  City ; 
and  thereupon  agreed  that  it  ought  not,  for  the  present,  to 
be  at  any  higher  price  than  twenty-two  Shillings  per  cord 
for  Oakwood,  to  be  corded  by  the  sworn  Inspectors  on 
Carmen's  carts  in  the  usual  manner ;  and  that  Colonel  Mif- 
jflin  may  advertise  that  he  will  give  that  price  for  all  the 
Oakwood  which  he  can  purchase  in  this  City  before  1st 
day  of  May  next. 

On  the  subject  that  there  is  danger  of  forestalling  and  en- 
grossing, which  might  enhance  the  markets,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  Army,  Colonel  Mifflin  was  informed  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  that  the  I^y-Laws  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty  of  this  City,  and  the  legal  modes  of  pu- 
nishing forestallei-s  and  engrossers,  if  duly  put  in  execution, 
will,  it  is  hoped,  be  a  proper  check,  and  prevent  any  incon- 
veniences of  that  kind ;  but  that  if  these  should  prove  in- 
sufficient, some  remedy  may  then  be  provided. 

Colonel  Mijfflin  was  further  informed  that  the  General 
himself,  or  some  of  the  military  gentlemen,  will  be  the  most 
proper  persons  to  determine  in  what  part  or  parts  of  the 
town  the  Provost  or  Main  Guards  ought  to  be  kept,  and 
which  of  the  Houses  in  or  near  these  places  that  are 
emptied  and  allotted  for  the  use  of  the  Army,  may  be  most 
proper  for,  and  with  the  least  injury  be,  converted  into 
Guard-Houses. 

The  Committee  being  informed  that  it  is  scarce  possible 
to  provide  empty  Houses  or  Barracks  for  the  reception  of 
the  Troops  already  arrived  in  this  City  ;  that  many  of  them 
are  now  so  crowded  in  small  rooms  that  it  is  not  only  in- 
convenient but  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  Troops  ;  that 
there  is  no  probability  of  procuring  Barracks,  or  empty 
Houses  for  the  Troops  speedily  expected,  as  the  Oflicer, 
whose  proper  department  it  is,  has  requested  of  this  Com- 
mittee a  provision  of  that  kind  for  twelve  thousand  men 
within  eight  days ;  the  Committee  were  further  informed 
that  there  are  at  present  very  few,  if  any,  students  in  the 
College  in  this  City ;  that  it  is  a  strong  edifice,  and  finished 
in  such  manner  as  to  be  very  little  injured  by  the  reception 
of  Troops. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  Governours  of  the  College 
in  this  City  be  requested  to  remove  the  College  Library,  and 
every  other  matter  in  that  building  which  might  receive  inju- 
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ry,  and  secure  the  same  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think 
proper,  and  to  have  the  edifice  left  only  in  a  proper  state  for 
the  riHjeption  of  Troops,  within  six  days  from  this  day,  or  as 
much  sooner  as  will  be  convenient  for  the  Governours  of  the 
-said  College. 

The  Committee,  at  the  request  of  a  Member,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  having  the  three  Companies  of  Conti- 
nental Troops,  raised  in  Suffolk  County,  stationed  there  for 
the  present ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  General  JVoodhull  be  requested  to  see 
that  the  three  Companies  of  Continental  Troops,  raised  or 
raising  in  Suffolk  County,  be  mustered  by  some  proper  per- 
son or  persons  by  him  to  be  appointed,  and  that  regular 
Muster-RoUs  be  returned  to  this  Committee  with  all  conve- 
nient speed. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that 
the  Troops  above-mentioned,  while  on  their  march  to  the 
respective  stations  to  which  they  shall  be  ordered,  will  be 
entitled  to  the  allowance  of  Continental  Troops  while  on 
their  march  to  join  their  Regiments,  the  Resolution  of  this 
Committee  yesterday  notwithstanding. 

The  Committee  of  Safety,  conceiving  that  the  number  of 
Continental  Troops  soon  expected  in  this  City,  with  those 
now  here,  will  be  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  military  works 
erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  and  for  every  otiier 
necessary  purpose,  (except  in  cases  of  invasion,)  and  that 
therefore  it  will  tend  to  the  publick  benefit  that  the  yeo- 
manry of  the  Colony  be  permitted  to  remain  at  home  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  for  the  cultivation  of  their  farms  : 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Gilbert  Cooper  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  stop  the  marching  of  the  Haverstraw 
Minute  Company,  lately  ordered  to  be  recruited,  till  further 
order,  as  their  services  are  not  required  in  this  City  for  the 
present. 

A  Letter  was  received  from  Colonel  Josiak  Smith,  of  the 
Minute  Regiment  in  Suffolk  County,  dated  the  28th  of 
March,  and  read,  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs  that  the 
gentleman  formerly  appointed  Adjutant  of  the  Minute  Re- 
giment is  unwilling  to  act  in  that  department,  and  recom- 
mends Mr.  Ephraim  Marvin  in  his  place,  and  prays  that 
his  Commission  may  be  made  out,  and  sent  up  by  the  first 
opportunity. 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  be  made  out  for  Mr. 
Ephraim  Marvin,  as  Adjutant  of  the  Minute  Regiment  in 
Suffolk. 

A  Certificate  of  an  election  for  Officers  of  a  Minute  Com- 
pany in  Brooklyn  Township,  dated  March  27th,  1776, 
signed  by  Nathaniel  Roe  and  Samuel  Thompson,  Commit- 
tee-men ;  whereby  it  appears  that  Selah  Strong  was  chosen 
Captain,  William  Clerk,  First  Lieutenant,  Caleb  Brewster, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Nathaniel  Brewster,  F,ns\gn,  of  the  said 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  the  said  gentlemen 
without  delay. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Auchmuiy  informed  the  Commit- 
tee of  his  desire  to  go  into  New-Jersey,  to  visit  his  family, 
and  requested  a  permission  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Auchmuty  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  permitted  to  go  into  New- Jersey  and  to  return  ; 
and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  the  friends  o{  Ameri- 
can liberty  to  permit  him  to  pass  unmolested. 

Ordered,  That  the  Port-Master  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
permitted  to  take  with  him  on  board  the  Asia  and  Phenix, 
Ships-of-War,  the  Govemour's  Ship,  and  the  Packet,  the 
followisg  articles,  viz  :  1.300  pounds  of  Beef,  for  the  Asia ; 
1000  pounds  of  Beef  for  the  Phenix,  with  eighteen  Shillings' 
worth  of  Vegetables  ;  2  quarters  of  Beef,  1  dozen  Dishes,  2 
dozen  Plates.  1  dozen  Spoons,  2  Mugs,  2  barrels  of  Ale,  for 
the  Packet ;  1  tierce  Peas,  6  barrels  Beer,  2  quarters  Beef, 
for  the  Govemour's  Ship. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 

Die  Jovis,  p.  M.,  AprU  4,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present":    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 

For  New- York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Colonel  Lott,  Ma- 
jor Stoutenburgh. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 


For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderhilt. 
For  l^uTCHEss. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

A  sufficient  number  of  Counties  not  being  represented, 
adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Die  Veneris,  A.  M.,  April  5,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For    New-York. — Colonel    McDougall,    Mr.    Randall, 

Colonel  Lott,  Captain  Rutgers. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cmjper. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

A  Letter  from  General  Putnam  was  received  and  read, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  New-York,  April  5,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  Continental  Congress,  imagining  the 
new  levies  in  this  Province  to  be  in  great  forwardness,  and 
finding,  on  inquiry,  that  none  of  the  four  Regiments  to  be  rais- 
ed in  it  are  properly  regimented  and  completed,  I  must  request 
of  you,  as  the  service  absolutely  requires  it,  that  you  exert 
yourselves  to  the  utmost  to  accomplish  this  necessary  ser- 
vice ;  and  that  the  troops  already  raised  be  ordered  to  the 
city  without  delay. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  respect,  your  humble  servant, 

"  Israel  Putnam. 

"  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New-  York." 
A  majority  of  Counties  not  appearing,  the  Committee 

adjourned  till  four  o'clock,  this  afternoon. 

Four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
The  same  Members  met,  and  adjourned  till  to-morrow 
morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  A.  M„  April  6,  1776. 
The  same  Members  met,. and  it  appearing  that  there  would 
not  be  a  sufficient  number  of  Counties  represented  until 
next   Tuesday  morning,  the  Membei-s  present  adjourrned 
till  next  Tuesday  morning. 

Die  A.  M.,  April  10,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr. 

Mlay,  Colonel  Lott,  Captain  Rutgers. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — ^Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 

For  Dutchess. — ^Mr.  Everson,  Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

Only  six  Counties  appearing,  the  Members  present  di- 
rected the  Secretary  to  write  to  the  Deputies  of  Richmond 
County,  and  request  their  attendance  to-morrow  morning, 
and  then  the  Committee  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning, 
ten  o'clock. 

A.M.,  April  11,  1776. 
The  following  Members  met,  viz : 

For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Imlay,  Colo- 
nel Lott,  Mr.  Beekman. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson,  Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
Dr.  Treat  was  sent  for,  and  attended.    He  was  requested 

to  take  care  of  and  attend  a  soldier  who  has  got  the  small-pox. 
Adjourned  till  this  afternoon,  four  o'clock. 

P.M.,  April  11,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chaimian. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Imlay, 

Colonel  McDougall 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson,  Colonel  Morris  Graham. 
Fob  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
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For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawreme. 

The  Committee  were  informed  that  a  man  on  board  of 
one  of  the  Transports  which  brouglit  General  Sullivan's 
Brigade  of  Troops  from  the  eastward  to  this  City,  is  taken 
with  the  Small-Pox.  That  the  danger  of  such  disorder 
spreading  at  this  time,  amongst  the  Troops  quartered  in  and 
near  this  City,  makes  it  absolutely  necessary  that  some  pro- 
per place  should  be  provided  for  the  reception  of  the  per- 
son above-mentioned,  and  of  such  persons  as  may  be  seiz- 
ed with  the  Small-Pox  in  future.  And  it  being  suggested 
that  the  Island,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  commonly  called 
Little-Bam  Island,  belonging  to  Mr.  Montresor,  is  the  most 
suitable  and  safe  place  for  that  purpose : 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Dr.  Malachi  Treat,  and  such 
other  person  as  he  shall  employ,  or  such  other  pereon  as  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Continental  Troops  at  New- 
York  shall  direct,  to  attend  the  sick  sent  to  the  said  Island, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  set 
apart,  and  make  use  of  such  parts  of  the  House  and  other 
Buildings  on  the  said  Island,  as  he  or  they  shall  think  most 
proper,  and  best  calculated  for  the  reception  of  all  such  per- 
sons as  now  are,  or  shall  be  seized  with  the  Small-Pox ; 
and  that  Doctor  Treat  take  the  management  and  direction 
of  such  sick  persons  as  may  be  placed  on  that  Island,  until 
further  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony,  or  of  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Continental  Forces  at  New-  York,  for  the  time  being. 

Mr.  Covenhoven  informed  the  Committee  that  Colonel 
Hand,  with  his  Regiment  of  Riflemen,  were  stationed  at 
Neto-Utrecht,  in  King's  County,  to  guard  the  Shore  and  to 
keep  a  look-out  there,  and  that  the  service  of  the  King's 
County  Light-Hoi-se  employed  in  that  service  is  now  become 
unnecessary : 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Captain  Waldron  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  discharge  his  Company 
of  Light-Horse  from  the  service  of  keeping  a  look-out  on  the 
Southern  Coast  in  King's  County,  until  the  further  order  of 
this  Committee,  or  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

Many  persons  attending  daily  for  permission  to  export 
Flour  and  Bar  Iron  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  and  the 
Committee  being  of  opinion  that  this  Colony  is  so  well  sup- 
plied with  those  articles  as  to  render  the  restraint  lately 
laid  on  their  exportation  unnecessary. 

Therefore  Cmtered,  That  the  General  Committee  of  the 
City  oi  New- York,  or  their  sub-Committee  of  Inspection, 
be  at  liberty  to  permit  the  exportation  of  Flour  and  Bar 
Iron  until  further  order,  subject  to  the  restrictions  and  regu- 
lations of  the  Continental  Congress. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Committee  that  he  is 
in  want  of  cash  to  pay  Captain  Ledyard's  Company  their 
pay  and  inlisting  money,  and  requested  five  hundred  Pounds 
for  that  use.  Colonel  McDougall  further  requested  that 
some  gentlemen  should  be  appointed  and  directed  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  publick  money  which  he  has  received, 
as  he  may  speedily  be  sent  from  this  City  on  duty. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esquire,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  advance 
to  Colonel  McBoiigall  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds 
on  his  receipt,  on  account,  for  the  subsistence  of  his  Regiment, 
in  Continental  service. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  gentlemen  who  constitute  the 
Committee  of  Accounts,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them, 
audit  Colonel  McDougall's  Accounts  of  all  the  publick  mo- 
ney which  he  has  received,  and  pass,  or  certify  all  such  of 
them  as  they  shall  find  regular. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  were  informed  that  his  Majes- 
ty's Council  are  summoned  to  meet  on  board  of  the  Ship 
Dutchess  of  Gordon,  and  it  is  supposed  with  design  further 
to  prorogue  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  of  his  Majesty's  Council  of 
this  Colony,  and  Samuel  Bayard,  Jun.,  Esquire,  Deputy 
Secretary,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  permitted  to  go  on  board 
the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gordon,  and  return. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  John  Kelly  be  permitted,  and  he  is 
hereby  permitted  to  go  on  board  the  Ship  Dutchess  of  Gor- 
don, and  return  on  the  same  day  that  his  Majesty's  Council 
shall  first  go  on  board. 


Mr.  Nixen,  the  Port-Master,  delivered  in  an  estimate  of 
Stores  provided  by  twelve  gentlemen,  who  are  going  pas- 
scngere  in  the  Packet,  and  informed  the  Committee  that  he 
would  not  choose  to  go  on  board  of  the  Packet  with  them 
without  a  permit  from  this  Committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Port-Master  be  permitted,  and  is 
hereby  permitted  to  go  on  board  of  tlie  Packet  with  the 
said  Stores. 

A  Letter  from  General  Putnam,  dated  the  9th  instant, 
was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"  Head-Quarters,  New- York,  April  9,  1776. 

"  As  the  City  Records  are  of  the  greatest  consequence, 
and  it  being  necessary  that  particular  attention  should  be 
paid  for  their  preservation,  the  General  desires  the  first  City 
battalion  of  Independents,  commanded  by  Colonel  Lasher, 
will  undertake  this  guard.  Captain  II.  G.  Livingston's 
company  of  Fusileers  will  relieve  the  company  of  Artillery 
to-morrow  morning,  at  ten  o'clock.  The  General  has  no 
doubt  but  they  will  receive  the  like  consideration  the  Grena- 
dier and  Light  Infantry  companies  did. 

"  Israel  Putnam. 
"  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety." 

A  Letter  from  Burnett  Miller,  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Easthampton,  dated  the  7th  instant,  informing  that 
their  Guard  at  montauk  saw  a  number  of  Vessels  about 
sunset  of  the  6th,  off  Block-Island,  and  that  at  nine  o'clock 
of  the  7th,  saw  thirteen  Vessels  between  Fisher's  Island  and 
Gardner's  Island,  and  could  hear  their  signal-guns  during 
the  day,  the  weather  being  too  thick  and  foggy  to  discern 
their  size ;  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Tliomas  Wickes,  Chairman  of  Huntington 
Committee,  dated  April  the  8th,  communicating  intelligence 
of  a  Fleet  of  thirty  square-rigged  vessels  having  been  seen 
in  the  Sound,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  Buel,  dated  at  Huntington,  on  the 
10th  instant ;  (he  therein  mentions  that  he  left  Easthamp- 
ton on  Monday  morning,  after  nine  o'clock  ;  that  no  further 
discoveries  of  the  fleet  mentioned  in  the  Committee's  letter 
of  the  7th,  except  that  a  number  of  ships  made  a  harbour 
at  Fisher's  Island  on  Sunday  evening ;  these,  he  supposes, 
were  what  is  called  Wallace's  Fleet;  and  that  those  seen 
from  the  east  end  at  sea,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  were  probably 
from  the  West-Indies  or  Boston,  who  by  their  firing  were  col- 
lecting their  scattered  fleet ;)  was  also  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  A.  Hawkes  Hay,  dated  at  Haver- 
straw,  on  the  4th  inst.,  requesting  that  the  Minute-men  from 
his  Regiment  choose  their  Officers,  was  read  and  filed.  ■ 

A  Letter  from  Nathan  Fordham,  Burnet  Miller,  and 
Thomas  Youngs,  a  sub-Committee  of  Sag-Harbour,  dated 
the  3d  instant,  representing  that  they  are  much  exposed  to 
the  ravages  of  the  Ministerial  Army,  and  requesting  warlike 
stores  for  their  defence,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Jeremiah  Clark,  dated  the  5th  instant, 
with  a  Certificate  o(  Elihu  Marvin  annexed,  recommending 
Lieutenant  William  Roe  for  Captain,  and  David  Mande- 
vill,  Jun.,  as  his  First  Lieutenant,  in  the  four  Battalions  to 
be  raised,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Isaac  Nicoll,  dated  at  Fort  Con- 
stitution, on  the  2d  instant,  mentioning  that  of  necessity  he 
had  taken  a  hundred  bushels  of  peas  out  of  Hermanns  Cuy- 
ler's  sloop,  for  the  use  of  the  garrison,  for  which  he  had 
given  Captain  Ciiyler  a  receipt,  and  requesting  that  the 
Committee  of  Safety  will  order  the  same  to  be  paid  for, 
was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  William  McDermott,  a  Prisoner  confined 
in  Jail,  praying  to  be  heard  before  the  Committee,  was  read 
and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  John  Vernon,  also  a  Prisoner,  complain- 
ing of  ill-health,  and  want  of  a  suitable  allowance  in  Prison, 
and  praying  to  be  released,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  baac  Nicoll  was  read,  in  the  words 

following,  viz: 

"Fort  Constitution,  April  8,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  done  everything  in  my  power  to  have  my 
regiment  filled  up,  so  as  to  make  a  return  agreeable  to  a  let- 
ter from  the  Congress,  dated  March  4,  but  find  it  not  pos- 
sible to  fill  them  with  good  men,  and  such  as  are  able  to 
furnish  themselves  with  amis,  &tc.,  by  reason  of  their  pay 
being  lowered. 
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"  Last  Friday,  I  went  to  Goshen,  in  order  to  meet  tlie 
officers  of  the  Minute-nitn  anil  Militia,  to  know  tiie  state 
of  the  regiment,  (as  I  had  sent  orders,  and  written  a  num- 
ber of  letters,  and  all  to  no  purpose,)  and  by  that  means 
missed  seeing  the  Fnissian  General,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  the 
gentlemen  with  them.  The  regiment  is  not  half  full,  and 
not  one  of  them  has  any  arms  ;  and  arms  are  not  to  be  had, 
1  am  well  persuaded  that  there  can  be  but  little  dependance 
put  on  the  MinutcHnen,  upon  the  plan  that  they  are  now 
raised  ;  for  by  the  time  a  company  is  full,  their  four  months 
is  up,  which  keeps  the  olFicei-s  continually  recruiting ;  and 
the  people  seem  determined  against  being  drafted.  En- 
closed you  have  the  particulars  of  the  expense  of  the  Court- 
Martial,  and  General  Lee's  ordere  for  holding  it. 

"  I  have  discharged  Captain  Raymond's  Company  of 
Minute-men,  consisting  only  of  thirty-one  men,  officei-s  in- 
cluded, as  there  was  a  great  uneasiness  among  the  men,  and 
Captain  Jackson's  Company  of  standiqg  forces  marches  in 
on  Wednesday,  w'hich  w  ill  fill  the  Barracks. 

"  I  have  also  enclosed  a  report  of  the  Committee  of  Hano- 
ver Precinct  on  John  Uandley,  who  is  now  a  prisoner  here, 
and  should  be  glad  you  would  advise  me  what  is  to  be  done 
with  him. 

"  I  am,  with  esteem,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Isaac  NicoLt. 

"  To  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 

of  Safety,  New- York." 

General  Lee's  order  to  secure  Ensign  Goodgion,^  dated 
the  17th  o{  February  last,  and  enclosed  in  Colonel  NicolPs 
Letter,  was  filed. 

General  Lee's  Letter  to  Colonel  NicoU,  f  of  the  25th  of 
February  last,  that  he  had  ordered  General  Clinton  to  call 
a  Court-Martial,  and  enclosed  as  above,  was  also  filed. 

An  Account  of  the  expenses  of  taking  and  trying  Wil- 
liam Goodgion,  %  an  Ensign  in  Captain  Peter  HilFs  Com- 
pany of  Ulster  County  Minute-men,  and  certified  by  Colonel 
JSlicoll,  amounting  to  seven  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and 
five  Pence,  was  filed. 

An  Order  from  the  Committee  of  Hanover  Precinct, 
signed  William  Cross,  Chairman,  for  the  commitment  of 
William  Hanky,  charged  with  having  inlisted  into  the 
King's  service,  was  also  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  Deputy  Com- 

•HkAD-QuARTEns,  Nkw-York, feAruary  17,  1776. 
Sin:  General /.ee  received  yours  of  the  15th.    He  desires  you  woulJ, 
as  soon  as  possitile,  secure  Ensign  Goodgion,  and  confine  him  underiixed 
bayonets ;  and  when  you  have  done  this,  advise  him  immediately,  and 
he  will  order  a.  Court-Martial  for  his  trial. 

Your  most  obedient  servant.     By  order  of  the  General, 

William  PALraicT,  Mde-de-Camp. 
To  Colonel  leaac  J^icoU,  at  F.ovt  Constitution. 

\  New-Yobk,  Febnianj  25,  1776. 

Sin  :  I  received  the  favour  of  yours,  and,  in  consequence  of  your  re- 
port, have  ordered  General  Clinton  to  call  a  Court-Martial,  of  which  he 
is  appointed  President. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  Chahlzs  Lex. 

To  Colonel  JVico//. 

^Account  of  E:rpentea  accrved  in  taking  and  prosecuting  William 
GooDoioN,  Ensign  in  the  Company  of  Minute-men  commanded  by 
Captain  Pktek  Hill,  o/Ulst*  r  County,  by  order  of  General  Lee, 
being  the  expenses  of  iKnt.»  hxTTt!,  Lieutenant  in  the  same  Com- 
pany,  viz  : 

February  20,  1776. — To  expenses  when  out  with  a  party  of 

six   men,  to  take  Ensign  Goodgion, jCO   18   1 

To  expenses  when  down  at  JVewYorh,  with  an  express  to 

GeneralZee 1    15  8 

To  horse-hire,   and  feeding  the  horse  on  the  way  and  in 

J\'ew-l'ork 1     8  0 

£i     1  9 
On  examining  this  account,  I  find  ten  shillings  error  in  addition,  which 
will  make  the  whole  of  this  account  ten  shillings  less  than  given  in  be- 
fore. 

Expenses  of  the  Court-Martial,  viz : 

Major  tfou>e//,  two  days,  at  33j  dollars  per  month £0  17  9^ 

Major  io^an ho Do 0   17  9i; 

Lieutenant  i'cfcer.  ..Do at  18  dollars  per  month....       0     9  7 

Lieutenant /'rritint ..  Do Do 0     9  7 


£2   14  8J 
Cash  paidJSKrrfine,  for  going  to  JVew-Tork  with  the  proceed- 
ings to  General  7<ee j£l     0  0 

£7  16  5| 


I  have  examined  the  above  account,  and  think  it  reasonable. 


March  16,  1776. 


Isaac  Nicoll. 


missary -General,  dated  at  Albany,  on  the  3d  instant,  repel- 
ling some  misrepresentations  re,s|)ecting  the  forwarding  of 
clothing  for  the  Greeii  Mountain  Boys,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  were  also  informed  that  Nicho- 
las Bayard,  Esq.,  at  whose  house  the  Records  are  lodged, 
is  very  desirous  that  the  Guard  be  changed  for  a  Guard  of 
citizens. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Lasher  be  requested 
to  relieve  the  Guard  now  placed  to  guard  the  Records  at 
Mr.  Bayard's,  by  a  Guard  from  his  Regiment. 

A  Letter  from  B''illiam  Leary,  Town-Major,  dated  yes- 
terday, was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  informs  that  the 
time  of  his  continuing  in  pay  as  Town-Major  is  expired, 
and  requested  to  know  whether  he  was  to  be  continued  in 
service.  Mr.  Leary  called  on  the  Committee  personally  for 
an  answer,  and  was  informed  by  the  Committee  that  they 
did  not  conceive  themselves  authorized  to  continue  him  in 
pay ;  and  that  it  also  appeared  unnecessar)',  at  present,  to 
require  his  services  and  continue  his  pay. 

A  Certificate  from  S.  Badlam,  Captain  of  Artillery,  dated 
the  8th  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  certifies 
that  he  has  examined  Joseph  Crane  as  to  his  knowledge  in 
Gunnery,  and,  considering  his  merits  and  experience,  thinks 
him  qualified  for  a  Captain-Lieutenancy. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  tiie  said  Joseph  Crane,  pursu- 
ant to  the  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  16th  of 
March  last,  be  Captain-Lieutenant  of  the  Continental  Com- 
pany of  Artillery,  whereof  Sebastian  Beauman,  Esq..  is  Cap- 
tain. 

A  Return  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Militia,  in  the  south 
end  of  Ulster  County,  commanded  by  James  McClaughry, 
containing  a  state  of  the  Arms,  Accoutrements,  Powder,  and 
Ball,  was  read  and  filed.  It  is  thereby  returned  that  the 
Regiment  has  585  Guns,  28  Bayonets,  495  -Swords,  296 
Cartouch-Boxes,  55  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  and  191  pounds 
of  Lead. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Adrian  Bancker,  and  Return  for  Com-- 
missions  for  sundry  Officers  of  Militia  in  Richmond  County, 
therein  named,  was  read  and  filed.  The  Commissions  there- 
in requested  were  issued. 

10  ho.  A.  M.,  April  12,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Mr.  William  Paulding,  Chmrman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott^'Mr.  RalHall,  Mr.  Imlay, 

Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  McDovgall,  Mr-  Beekman,  Mr.  f'Ti/i 

Zkindt. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Colonel  Covenhoven.^ 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Evcrson,  Colonel  M.  Graham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence. 

Peter  Dubois,  who  has  attended  some  days  on  charges 
exhibited  against  him  by  the  Reverend  Barnard  Page, 
Ethan  Sickles,  and  others,  together  with  the  said  witnesses 
and  others,  attending,  the  Committee  determined  to  proceed 
thereon  ;  and  Mr.  Dubois,  and  all  the  other  persons  attend- 
ing thereon,  were  called  in. 

Ethan  Sickles  was  first  called  up  near  the  Chair,  and 
examined.  Notes  of  his  examination,  taken  and  read  to 
him  in  presence  of  Mr.  Dubois,  are  as  folk>w,  viz : 

Ethan. Sickles,  of  the  City  of  Netv-York,  being  personally 
examined,  says :  That  on  last  Thursday  morning,  he  went 
from  Paulus-Hook,  with  Mr.  Peter  Dubois  and  Colonel 
Smith,  and  another  gentleman,  in  the  stage,  and  proceeded 
to  Woodhridge ;  that  while  Colonel  Smith  was  with  them, 
Mr.  Dubois  appeared  a  high  Whig;  that  by  the  way,  they 
took  in  Colonel  Zedwitz ;  that  Mr.  Dubois  was  continually 
asking  him  questions,  and,  when  he  found  any  opportunity, 
was  finding  fault,  and,  from  Mr.  Dubois's  conversation,  he 
thought  he  was  not  a  Whig.  That  he  heard  that  Mr.  Page 
and  Mr.  Dubois  got  in  a  warm  argument  at  Philadelphia, 
and  differed  in  sentiment;  that  Mr.  Dubois  said  General 
Gage  was  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour,  and  that  Mr. 
Dubois  acknowledged  the  dispute,  and  what  the  examinant 
had  heard  on  that  subject,  in  the  presence  of  the  examinant. 
That  on  the  road  homeward,  Mr.  Dubois  frequently  spoke 
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against  the  American  Forces,  and  wherever  they  stopped, 
he  was  speaking  to  tlie  people  he  met  in  that  strain  ;  that 
he  said  the  I^ew-England  Forces  would  deceive  us,  and 
that  we  might  depend  upon  it ;  that  he  (the  examinant) 
told  Mr.  Dubois  not  to  continue  his  discourse,  and  told  him 
he  was  not  a  friend  to  his  country.  That  it  was  mentioned 
in  the  stage  that  the  officei-s  who  are  prisoners  at  Trenton 
had  run  the  Congress  to  one  hundred  and  Qfty  Pounds  ex- 
pense in  one  week,  and  that  it  was  paid  ;  that  he  (the  exa- 
minant) s])oke  disrespectfully  of  them  for  having  been,  in 
liis  opinion,  so  extravagant,  for  which  Mr.  Dubois,  in  return, 
treated  him  with  all  names  and  abusive  language ;  that  his 
conversation  on  the  whole  was  intolerable.  That  he  particu- 
larly found  fault  with  the  oaths  that  have  been  administered 
to  people  by  the  General — said  it  was  no  sin  to  break  such 
an  oath,  and  found  great  fault  with  the  Congress  on  that 
subject.  That  he  spoke  of  some  person  near  him  who  had 
refused  to  bear  arms,  and  had  been  tarred  and  feathered ; 
that  he  called  the  men  who  had  done  it  a  damned  set  of 
rascals,  and  said  he  would  have  satisfaction  of  them  at  the 
risk  of  his  life. 

Being  asked  how  he  understood  Mr.  Dubois  when  he  said 
the  New-England  men  would  deceive  us,  he  answered,  that 
he  understood  him  to  mean  a  deceit  by  treachery. 

Theodorus  De  Forrest  being  examined,  says :  That  Mr. 
Dubois  run  down  the  American  Troops  very  greatly,  and 
said  they  had  no  discipline  or  order  among  them — said  the 
New-England  Officers  had  no  order  among  them ;  that  if 
ever  they  came  to  an  engagement,  the  New-England  Troops 
would  deceive  the  other  Colonies;  that  he  understood  Mr. 
Dubois  meant  that  they  were  not  true  to  the  cause ;  that 
Mr.  Dubois  embraced  the  company  of  the  regular  officers 
on  every  opportunity  ;  that  he  spoke  of  an  officer  near  wliere 
he  lived  who  had  been  tarred  and  feathered — said  some  of 
the  Committee  were  amongst  those  who  tarred  and  feathered 
the  man,  and  that  they  were  a  parcel  of  rascals. 

Mr.  Dubois  went  on  his  defence :  He  asked  Mr.  Sickles 
whether  he  was  present  when  he  commended  or  spoke 
liighly  of  General  Gage ;  was  answered,  that  he  mentioned 
it  as  what  he  had  heard.  Mr.  Dubois  says  he  only  meant 
that  the  New-England  Troops  never  had  equal  order  or 
dbcipline  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troops  and  others,  and  that 
people  would  be  deceived  in  their  military  character,  if  they 
came  to  action ;  that  as  to  the  matter  of  affecting  the  com- 
pany of  the  officers  who  are  prisoners,  he  says  that  they 
are  his  old  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  that  he  was  hut  a 
few  minutes  with  them.  That  the  conversation  about  oaths 
was  general ;  that  he  had  spoken  against  oaths  administered 
by  compulsion,  and  had  said  many  people  did  not  conceive 
themselves  bound  by  such  an  oath.  That  as  to  the  pei-sons 
tarred,  he  referred  to  one  Goldsmith,  who  had  been  Captain 
of  a  company  ;  that  on  Mr.  Jackson  being  elected  Captain 
according  to  the  regulation  of  the  Congress,  Goldsmith  re- 
fused to  bear  arais  in  the  company,  and  refused  that  his  son 
should  bear  arms,  for  which  he  had  been  tarred  and  feathered, 
and  that  he  had  execrated  such  conduct.  Mr.  Dubois  says 
that  Captain  Jackson  and  some  of  the  Committee  were  at  the 
liead  of  those  young  men  who  tarred  the  said  Goldsmith. 
That  when  Mr.  Page  charged  him  with  being  a  Tory,  he 
had  declared  he  was  not ;  that  he  was  bred  in  Revolution 
principles,  and  disapproved  of  the  acts  of  Parliament  for 
laying  taxes  on  America ;  that  what  he  said  of  General 
Gage  was  in  answer  to  illiberal  expressions  of  Mr.  Page 
against  General  Gage  as  a  rascal  and  a  coward ;  that  what 
he  said  of  the  New-England  Troops  was  speaking  of  them 
in  a  comparative  view  with  the  Pennsylvania  Troops ;  says 
he  has  signed,  and  promoted  the  signing  of  the  General  As- 
sociation of  the  Colony. 

Bernard  Page  being  examined,  says :  That  on  last  Satur- 
day, or  Sunday  following,  Mr.  Dubois  came  into  the  room 
where  he  (the  examinant)  was ;  they  fell  into  conversation 
on  publick  matters ;  in  substance  Mr.  D.  gave  General  Gage 
the  highest  character  of  reputation,  honour,  integrity,  and 
the  like ;  that  he  (the  examinant)  replied,  that  he  did  not 
look  on  his  character  in  that  light,  but  that  he  had  sacri- 
ficed his  most  honourable  engagements  and  pledges,  parti- 
cularly in  the  affair  of  the  inhabitants  oi  Boston,  touching  his 
promise  to  permit  them  to  leave  the  town  on  delivering  up 
their  arms  ;  that  Mr.  Dvhois  got  into  a  passion,  and  declared 
tliat  General  Gage  never  was  impeached  with  a  dislionour- 
able  act,  and  that  he  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity 


and  impartiality,  or  odier  words  to  that  effect ;  that  he  (the 
examinant)  answered,  that  his  character  was  not  honoured  ; 
that  he  was  rather  looked  u]K)n  as  a  coward ;  that  Howe  an<i 
Burgoyne,  and  the  other  oflicers,  were  esteemed  as  gentle- 
men who  would  fight,  but  that  he  did  not  tliink  General 
Gage  could  sup|X)rt  his  character  in  that  favourable  light ; 
that  Mr.  Dubois  told  him  he  was  a  minister,  but  that  no 
other  man  would  dare  to  say  so;  that  Mr.  Dubois  ■with 
warmth  declared,  "  that  the  majesty  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  would  never  be  so  insulted  or  imposed  on  by  the 
people  here,"  (meaning  the  people  of  America,  as  the  exa- 
minant understood ;)  and  then  left  the  room.  That  during 
their  stay  at  a  tavern,  Mr.  Dubois  appeared  to  him  to  en- 
deavour to  know  of  every  strange  gentleman  who  came 
there,  on  which  side  of  the  question  they  were,  but  did  not 
enter  into  any  further  convereation  there  with  the  exami- 
nant. That  on  Monday,  at  Bristol,  Mr.  Dubois,  as  soon  as 
they  stopped,  seized  an  opportunity  to  speak  privately  with 
the  prisoners  there ;  that  he  saw  Mr.  Dubois  convening  with 
them  ;  that  at  dinner-time,  at  Mrs.  StilFs,  at  Trenton,  Mr. 
Dubois  came  into  the  room,  and  declared  he  had  been  to 
see  some  gentlemen  who  were  prisoners  there — liad  been  in 
their  room,  and  been  invited  to  dine  with  them,  but  chose 
to  dine  with  the  company  who  came  in  the  stage  with  him. 
In  proceeding  onward  on  the  way,  Mr.  Dubois  spoke  some- 
thing, in  the  examinant's  opinion,  disrespectful  of  the  New- 
England  Troops,  viz :  in  substance,  that  they  fought  behind 
walls,  and  in  secret  places,  and  were  afraid  to  show  them- 
selves openly,  or  words  to  that  effect;,  that  he  (the  exami- 
nant) replied  in  the  negative,  and  endeavoured  to  support 
their  character  in  the  instance  at  Bunker's  Hill,  in  which 
Mr.  D.  had  thus  charged  them  with  this  cowardice ;  that 
he  particulariy  mentioned  having  seen  Bunk&r's  Hill  at 
different  times,  and  not  observed  any  stone-fence  or  wall 
there  ;  that  he  observed  the  American  Troops  there,  by 
every  account,  had  fought  manfully,  and  that  the  action 
itself  demonstrated  tliat  the  troops  did  not  deserve  any  such 
charge  as  Mr.  Dubois  had  made  against  them  ;  that  Mr. 
Dubois  replied,  in  a  contemptuous  manner,  "  that  the  New- 
England  Troops  would  certainly  deceive  the  rest,"  mean- 
ing, as  he  (this  examinant)  apprehended,  the  other  Colonies ; 
that  Mr.  Dubois  repeated  to  the  same  effect  several  times, 
and  once,  in  particular,  said,  "  they  would  deceive  the  peo- 
ple ;"  that  he  (the  examinant)  alleged  that  the  New-Eng- 
land Ti-oops  were  well  disciplined,  courageous,  possessed  of 
conduct,  and  that,  in  general,  there  were  not  better  troops 
on  the  Continent ;  that  Mr.  Dubois  said  he  knew  what 
troops  were — looked  on  the  Nero-England  Troops  in  a 
different  light ;  he  spoke  well  of  the  Pennsylvania  Troops, 
but  said  the  New-England  Troops  would  deceive  the  peo- 
ple ;  that  Mr.  Dubois  got  into  a  violent  passion,  and  en- 
deavoured to  browbeat  him,  and  that  he  (this  examinant) 
endeavoured  to  support  the  character  of  the  Nevi-England 
Troops,  and  alleged  they  only  took  up  the  sword  to  support 
their  liberties.  That  he  (the  examinant)  told  Mr.  Dubois  that 
he  looked  on  him  as  very  unfavourable  to  the  cause,  and  to 
be  a  Tory,  and  suspected  that  he  was  a  spy,  and  had  been 
abroad  to  procure  Ministerial  letters,  and  had  such  with  or 
about  him,  or  words  to  that  effect ;  that  he  grounded  this 
charge  on  the  whole  of  Mr.  Dubois's  conduct.  That  speak- 
ing of  a  person  who  was  tarred  and  feathered,  Mr.  Dubois 
said  if  he  had  been  so  treated,  he  would  have  had  vengeance, 
and  would  have  taken  it  privately  if  he  could  not  obtain  it 
publickly  ;  that  speaking  of  oaths  that  were  and  had  been 
tendered  by  Congresses  and  Committees,  he  alleged  such 
oaths  were  of  no  force,  and  that  he  should  entirely  disre- 
gard them,  or  other  words  to  that  effect,  but  said  he  would 
abide  by  an  oath  which  he  mentioned  as  contained  in  some 
statute.  That  any  personal  difference  which  he  has  had  with 
Mr.  Dubois  does  not  influence  his  testimony  as  to  publick 
matters. 

Mr.  Page  cross-examined  by  Mr.  Dubois  one  or  two 
questions. 

Mr.  Dubois  renewed  his  defence :  Declares  he  does  not 
recollect  to  have  used  such  expression  "  as  to  the  majesty 
of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,"  as  Mr.  Page  has  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Dubois  and  the  witnesses  withdrew. 

Ordered,  That  he  be  called  in,  and  reprimanded ;  and 
that  Colonel  McDougall  deliver  the  reprimand,  and  direc- 
tion to  be  more  careful  for  the  future. 
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Mr.  Dubois  being  called  in  at  the  bar.  Colonel  McDoiigall 
informed  him  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  he 
has  discovered  a  temper  inimical  to  his  country ;  that  such 
conduct  is  inconsistent  with  the  piiilosopher,  the  soldier,  or 
the  good  man  ;  and,  after  summing  up  tiie  matter  given  in 
])roof,  and  their  tendency,  and  a  charge  to  impress  a  more 
careful  conduct,  he  was  discharged. 

3  ho.  P.  M..  April  12,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Mr.  William  Paulding,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  McDou- 
gall,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, Mr.  Imlay. 

FoK  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwdl. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence. 

A  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  dated  this  day,  was  read 

and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"New- York,  April  12,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  As  I  have  General  Putnam's  orders  to  march  with 
a  brigade  of  troops  for  Staten-Island,  and  as  I  shall  be 
under  a  necessity  of  quartering  them  in  the  farm-houses 
there  until  the  season  of  the  year  will  admit  of  their  being 
encamped,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  if  they  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  desire  the  Committee 
of  Richmond  County  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  inhabi- 
tants, that  they  may  be  prepared  to  receive  the  troops  in 
the  manner  most  convenient  to  themselves ;  and  they  may 
be  assured  that  my  best  endeavours  will  be  used  to  render 
the  residence  of  the  troops  among  them  as  little  burden- 
some as  possible  ;  and  this  I  hope  will  be  the  easier  effected, 
as  house-room  is  the  only  article  that  will  be  required  ;  every 
thing  else  they  may  stand  in  need  of  will  be  punctually 
paid  for. 

"  Colonel  Ritzema's  Regiment  is  one  of  the  corps  ordered 
to  compose  my  brigade.  On  inquiry,  I  find  the  compa- 
nies of  which  his  regiment  is  to  be  composed,  are  not  yet 
fixed  or  arranged.  I  must  beg  the  favour  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  to  attend  to  this  matter,  and  fix  it  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Stirling. 

"  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety ,  Netv-  York." 
Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  and  certify  a  copy 
of  so  much  of  Lord  Stirling's  Letter  as  relates  to  the  quar- 
tering of  the  Troops  on  Richmond  County,  to  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  Richmond  County. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Richmond  County 
be  requested,  with  all  possible  despatch,  to  prepare  empty 
Farm-houses  where  they  may  be  had ;  and  where  those 
cannot  be  had,  that  they  prepare  quarters  and  places  for 
them  in  Dwelling-houses ;  that  the  said  Committee  use  their 
influence  with  the  inhabitants  to  consider  the  soldiers  as 
their  countrymen  and  fellow-citizens,  employed  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  liberties  of  their  country  in  general,  and  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Richmond  County  in  particular,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  accommodate  them  accordingly. 

Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  attended  the  Committee,  and 
requested  money,  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Congress, 
to  enable  him  to  comply  with  his  contract  for  victualling  the 
Troops  in  this  Colony.  As  there  is  but  a  small  sum  now 
in  the  Treasury,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  larger 
sum  than  two  thousand  five  hundred  Pounds  cannot  be  ad- 
vanced to  him  at  present. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston, 
Esquire,  advance  to  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  in  part  of 
the  money  due  to  him  on  contract  for  supplying  the  Con- 
tinental Troops  in  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  Pounds,  on  account,  and  take  his  receipt  for 
the  same. 

Colonel  Curtenius,  as  Commissary  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony,  applied  to  the  Committee  for  money  to 
enable  him  to  provide  necessaries  for  the  Army. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esquire, 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony, 


advance  to  Peter  T.  Curtenius.  as  Agent  or  Commissary  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  to  provide  Clothing 
and  Arms,  Accoutrements,  &.C.,  for  the  Troops,  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  Pounds,  on  account,  and  take  his  receipt  for 
the  same. 

Mr.  Randall  informed  the  Committee  that  he  stands  in 
need  of  cash  to  dischaige  debts  contracted  in  purchasing 
and  in  part  fitting  out  an  Armed  Schooner. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esquire, 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  ad- 
vance to  Mr.  Thomas  Randall,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  nine 
himdred  Pounds,  on  account,  in  part  of  moneys  by  him 
advanced  for  the  purchase  of  an  Armed  Schooner,  and  her 
Arms  and  Outfit ;  the  Treasurer  to  take  Mr.  RandaWs  re- 
ceipt for  the  same. 

The  Committee  have,  for  the  present,  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing seven  Captains,  with  their  Subaltern  Officers  and 
Companies,  to  be  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Ritzema, 
as  seven  Companies  of  his  Regiment,  to  wit :  Captain 
Andrew  Billings,  Captain  Da7iiel  Denton,  Captain  Abra- 
ham Rikcr,  Captain  Cornelius  Hardcnbergh,  Captain  Jo- 

nathan  Horton,  Captain Hobby,  and  Captain  Amos 

Hutchins.  This  arrangement  to  continue  as  to  the  rank  of 
Captains  in  this  Regiment  until  a  general  arrangement  of 
the  whole  four  Regiments  is  made  on  a  return  of  the  Com- 
panies raised. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  ad- 
vance to  Colonel  Ritzema  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  Pounds, 
on  account,  to  enable  him  to  pay  such  Troops  as  are  put 
under  his  command,  as  his  Regiment ;  the  Treasurer  to  take 
Colonel  Ritzema's  receipt  for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  Commissary  of 
Colony  Stores,  deliver  to  Thomas  Randall,  Esquii-e,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  Gunpowder  and  three  hundred 
weight  of  Lead,  lor  the  use  of  a  small  Armed  Schooner, 
fitted  out  by  the  Marine  Committee,  by  order  of  tiie  Provin- 
cial Congress ;  the  said  Commissary  to  take  a  receipt  for  the 
same. 

Captain  Increase  Child,  of  a  Company  of  Minute-men, 
now  discharged  from  service,  requests  a  warrant  to  raise  a 
Company  in  the  Continental  service. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Increase  Child  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  John  Lloyd,  as 
First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Dodge,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
John  Punderson,  Ensign,  to  raise  a  Company  for  the  Con- 
tinental service  in  this  Colony,  agreeable  to  the  warrants 
issued  by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  that 
purpose ;  on  condition  that  those  gentlemen  inlist  and  raise 
the  said  Company,  and  make  return  thereof  in  proper  form, 
or  bring  the  said  Company  to  New-  York  for  actual  service 
within  three  weeks. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Ritzema  direct  the  Captain  or 
such  other  officer  in  each  Company  of  his  Regiment,  as 
he  shall  think  proper,  to  apply  to  the  County  Committee, 
or  any  Precinct  Committee  in  the  Counties  where  such 
Companies  were  respectively  raised,  for  Arms  for  the  said 
Companies  out  of  those  collected  by  disarming  the  disaffec- 
ted persons,  pursuant  to  the  Resolution  of  tlie  Continental 
Congress. 

The  Committee  are  informed  that  Lord  Drummond  is  in 
such  a  state  of  health  that  his  Physicians  advise  him  to 
remove  to  the  Island  of  Bermuda  for  the  preservation  of  his 
life ;  and  that  he  requested  permission  of  this  Committee  for 
that  purpose. 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  Lord  Drummond  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  permitted  to  depart  this  Colony,  and  go  to  the 
Island  oi Bermuda;  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  all 
friends  of  America  not  to  interrupt  him  on  his  passage,  but 
to  let  him  pass  in  safety  and  without  molestation. 

Die  Sabbati,  A.  M.,  April  13,  1776. 
Tlie  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  McDougall,  Cap- 
tain Rutgers,  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr. 
Imlay,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Ran- 
dall, Mr.  Van  Zandt. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell, 
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For  Orange. — Mr.  Cwjper. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderbilt,  Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Lef- 

fertse. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence. 

The  Memorial  of  Samuel  Loudon,  Printer,  with  remarks 
on  the  subject,  were  read  and  filed. 
"  To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony 

oyiVEW-YoRK,  the  Memorial  q/*  Samuel  Loudon,  of  the 

City  o/" New-York,  Printer,  showeth: 

"  That  some  weeks  ago,  a  manuscript,  composed  by  a 
gentleman  at  some  considerable  distance,  and  sent  in  order 
to  be  printed  here,  in  answer  to  the  celebrated  pamphlet 
entitled  Common  Sense,  was  put  into  my  hands  by  a  gen- 
tleman of  this  City,  who  desired  me  to  print  it.  As  a  pub- 
lication of  this  nature  required  mature  deliberation,  I  did  not 
incline,  nor  did  the  gentleman  require  me  to  comply  with 
his  proposal,  till  I  should  be  convinced  that  the  manuscript 
was  written  with  decency,  or  did  not  express  or  even  imply 
any  disapprobation  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  or  the  glorious  cause  in  defence  of 
which  Americans  are  spending  their  blood  and  treasure. 
Being  satisfied  as  to  these  particulars,  I  agreed  to  print  the 
manuscript  on  my  own  account.  Having  made  some  pro- 
gress in  printing  off  the  sheets,  I  advertised  the  publication 
of  the  pamphlet  in  Mr.  Gaine's  Gazette,  not  imagining  that 
any  offence  could  jusdy  be  taken  by  my  fellow-citizens ;  but, 
to  my  great  surprise,  I  soon  found  that  the  advertisement 
had  given  disgust  to  some  of  the  inhabitants,  who  highly 
resented  it. 

"On  the  evening  of  the  iSth  ultimo  I  received  a  mes- 
sage to  attend  on  the  Committee  of  Mechanicks  ;  I  attend- 
ed accordingly,  and  was  interrogated  by  Mr.  Christopher 
DuyckincJc,  the  Chairman,  who  was  the  author  of  the  man- 
uscript I  was  printing,  and  who  gave  it  to  me  ?  I  told  them 
I  did  not  know  the  author,  and  that  I  got  the  manuscript 
from  a  gentleman  of  this  City,  whose  name,  in  my  opinion, 
they  had  no  right  to  demand.  Displeased  at  this  reply, 
they  threatened  to  bum  the  pamphlet,  blaming  me  in  strong 
terms  for  printing  it.  I  expostulated  with  them  on  the  im- 
propriety of  condemning  a  book  before  they  had  read  it ; 
proposed  to  send  them  the  sheets  that  were  printed,  for  their 
perusal,  and  to  refer  the  whole  affair  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  abide  by  their  determination.  They  did  not, 
however,  think  it  proper  to  regard  any  of  my  proposals,  but 
sent  six  of  their  number  to  my  house,  who  nailed  and  sealed 
up  the  printed  sheets  in  boxes,  except  a  few,  which  were 
drying  in  an  empty  house,  which  they  locked,  and  took  the 
key  with  them ;  the  following  evening  they  returned  the 
key,  and  informed  me  that  they  had  referred  the  matter  to 
the  General  Committee  of  Inspection.  Same  evening  I  re- 
ceived a  note  to  wait  on  that  Committee ;  I  attended,  and 
was  informed  by  the  Chairman,  Colonel  Broome,  that  a 
complaint  had  been  preferred  against  me  for  printing  an 
answer  to  the  pamphlet  entitled  Common  Sense ;  and  the 
Committee  advised  me  not  to  persist  in  publishing  it  at 
present,  as  my  personal  safety  might  be  endangered.  I 
thanked  the  Committee,  and  promised  to  comply  with  their 
advice.  This  availed  nothing  for  my  security ;  for,  some 
time  after  ten  o'clock,  the  same  night,  the  before-mentioned 
Mr.  Duyckinck,  without  any  commission  from  the  Committee, 
attended  by  a  considerable  number,  to  appearance  more 
than  forty  pei-sons,  who  rushed  into  my  house ;  some  of  them 
ran  up  stairs  to  the  Printing-Office  (while  othei-s  guarded 
the  door)  and  took  away  the  whole  impression  of  said 
pamphlet,  being  about  fifteen  hundred  copies,  which,  at  a 
very  moderate  calculation,  amounts  to  seventy-five  pounds ; 
they  carried  them  to  the  Commons  and  there  burned  them, 
as  I  have  been  informed. 

"  Your  Memorialist  conceiving  the  above-mentioned  trans- 
actions a  violent  infraction  of  the  liberty  of  the  Press,  and 
an  unjustifiable  attack  on  his  private  property,  prays  that 
the  honourable  Committee  will  take  such  measures,  and 
give  directions  in  the  premises  as  may  secure  the  liberty  of 
the  Press,  protect  private  property,  prevent  such  insults  for 
the  future,  and  enable  your  Memorialist  to  recover  damages 
adequate  to  the  injuries  he  has  sustained. 

"  And  your  Memorialist,  &.C.,  Samuel  Loudon. 

"New- York,  March  28,  1776." 


"  I  would  not  anticipate  die  reflections  that  will  naturally 
arise  in  the  mind  of  every  candid  and  dispassionate  reader 
of  the  plain  and  impartial  narrative  I  have  given  in  the  Me- 
morial to  the  honourable  Conmiiltee  of  Safety,  but  justice 
to  the  publick  and  myself  requires  me  to  subjoin  a  few 
remarks. 

"As  the  question  concerning  American  independence  hath' 
not,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  been  decided  by  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  nor  by  any  legal  subordinate  Convention, 
there  can  be  no  criminality  in  publishing  the  arguments  for 
and  against  it ;  and  as  it  is  a  question  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance, it  should  not  be  decided  before  the  arguments  are 
fully  discussed. 

"  Though  a  formal  answer  to  the  pamphlet  entitled  Com- 
mon Sense  hath  been  published  in  Philadelphia,  the  printer 
hath  not  fallen  under  the  resentment  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, which  is  a  decisive  evidence  that  the  Representatives 
of  North- America  do  not  judge  him  to  be  a  transgressor. 
My  zealous,  well-meaning,  misguided  opponents,  would  have 
acted  a  consistent  part  had  they  paid  a  due  deference  to  the 
wisdom  and  good  sense  of  that  honourable  body  of  men, 
whom  tliey  have  solemnly  promised  to  support,  by  suspend- 
ing all  proceedings  against  me  till  the  Philadelphia  printer 
had  been  called  to  account  and  condemned  by  them. 

"  The  publick  will  determine  whether,  by  not  suffering 
any  other  person  to  publish  their  sentiments  but  the  author 
of  the  above-mentioned  Pamphlet,  and  such  as  have  adopt- 
ed his  way  of  thinking,  many  thousands  of  steady  friends  to 
the  common  cause  of  America  are  not  deprived  of  one  of 
their  essential  privileges — the  liberty  of  declaring  their  opi- 
nion upon  a  subject  of  the  greatest  moment,  and  in  which 
they  are  unspeakably  more  interested  than  the  supposed 
author  of  that  pamphlet. 

"  It  is  at  any  rate  self-evident,  that  if  any  set  of  unautho- 
rized men  shall  be  permitted  to  assume  the  power  of  legis- 
lating for  their  fellow-citizens,  and  punishing  them  as  they 
please,  our  legal  Conventions  and  Committees,  with  all  the 
precious  liberties  for  which  we  are  contending,  will  be  in 
effect  annihilated,  and  we  will  be  in  a  more  miserable  slavery 
than  would  arise  from  the  most  successful  exertion  of  all  the 
tyrannick  acts  of  the  British  Parliament. 

"  The  freedom  of  the  Press  is  now  insulted  and  infringed 
by  some  zealous  advocates  for  liberty.  A  few  more  noc- 
turnal assaults  upon  printers  may  totally  destroy  it,  and  Ame- 
rica, in  consequence,  may  fall  a  sacrifice  to  a  more  fatal 
despotism  than  that  with  which  we  are  threatened. 

"  I  have  no  consciousness  of  guilt  in  the  affair  for  which 
I  have  been  persecuted.  It  is  well  known  that  I  have  always 
been  a  steady  friend  to  the  liberties  of  America ;  and  I  am 
resolved  to  risk  my  all  in  their  defence,  and  cheerfully  sub- 
mit to  every  determination  of  the  Continental  Congress,  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  the  General 
Committee  of  this  city,  that  is  not  contrary  to  the  dictates 
of  religion,  justice,  and  humanity ;  hoping,  at  the  same  time, 
that  the  reputation  of  American  Councils  will  never  be  con- 
taminated by  any  determination  of  such  an  iniquitous  kind. 
I  only  claim  common  justice ;  and  desire  that,  for  the  future, 
all  political  publicarions  issued  from  my  j)ress  be  legally  and 
impartially  tried  by  the  publickly  avowed  principles  of  the 
Colonies  met  in  Continental  Congress.  If  at  any  time  I 
shall  publish  principles  opposite  to  these,  under  any  other 
predicament  than  that  of  common  news,  let  me  be  treated 
with  all  the  severity  which  an  enemy  to  his  country  de- 


serves. 


' Samuel  Loudon. 


"  The  following  are  all  the  names  I  have  as  yet  been  able 
to  collect  of  the  persons  who  took  away  and  burnt  my  pam- 
phlets, viz :  Christopher  Duyckinck,  John  Gilbert,  Thomas 
Pratt,  John  Buchanan,  (Tavern- Keeper  at  the  New-Slip,) 

Brower,  (the  Carpenter,)  Bicker,  (an  officer,) 

Malcom  McEuen,  (a  Pewterer.") 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed  till 
next  week. 

-Coffin,  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  attending,  pro- 


duced  a  Certificate,  signed  by  three  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  Barnstable,  in  Massachusetts  Govern- 
ment, permitting  him  to  export  from  iVew- For^  or  Connec- 
ticut, for  the  internal  use  of  die  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of 
Nantucket,  the  following  articles,  viz :  1000  pounds  of  Hams, 
1200  weight  of  Hog's  Lard,  1000  pounds  of  Cheese,  6Q 
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pounds  of  Feathers,  4000  Staves.  10  barrels  of  Cider,  40 
barrels  of  Pork,  20  barrels  of  Flour,  '2  gross  of  Corks,  1000 
bunches  of  Onions,  30  barrels  of  Apples. 

Ordered,  That  the  sub-Committee  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  of  Aew-lorA:  be  at  liberty  to  permit  Cap- 
tain Coffin  to  export  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  within  Certificate,  and  for  the  purpose 
■therein  mentioned. 

The  Ijctter  from  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Esquire,  of  the 
Conmiittee  of  the  Continental  Congress,  enclosing  the  Re- 
solution of  Congress  relative  to  the  erecting  Works  for  the 
manufacturing  Saltpetre,  Stc,  was  read  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Resolves  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  Wednesday  next. 

A  Letter  from  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  enclosing 
the  Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress  for  issuing  Let- 
ters of  Marque,  and  commissioning  private  Armed  Vessels, 
was  read,  as  follows  : 

«  PhilaJelphia,  April  10,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  It  is  necessary,  in  conducting  the  warlike 
operations  on  the  part  of  America,  to  meet  our  enemy  on 
every  ground,  and  to  defend  ourselves  in  the  best  manner 
we  can  against  all  attempts,  in  whatever  shape,  to  deprive 
us  of  eitiier  liberty  or  property.  So  far  are  the  British 
Ministry  from  showing  the  least  relaxation  in  their  barbarous 
schemes  of  reducing  the  American  Colonies  to  slavery,  that 
they  have  passed  an  act  to  seize  and  confiscate  our  property 
wherever  found  on  the  high  seas.  In  consequence  of  this 
measure,  the  Congress  have  come  to  a  resolution  of  fitting 
out  lettersof  marque  and  reprisal.  The  commissions,  instruc- 
tions, and  bond  preparatory  to  which,  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  you ;  and  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and 

^  '  "  John  Hancock,  President. 

"To  the  Honourable  the  Convention  of  New- York." 

"  In  Congress,  April  3,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  blank  Commissions,  for  private  Ships- 
of-War,  and  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  signed  by  the 
President,  be  sent  to  the  General  Assemblies,  Conventions 
and  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, to  be  by  them  filled  up  and  delivered  to  the  persons 
intending  to  fit  out  such  private  Ships-of-War  for  making 
captures  of  British  vessels  and  cargoes,  who  shall  apply  for 
the  same,  and  execute  the  Bonds  which  shall  be  'sent  with 
the  said  Commissions ;  which  Bonds  shall  be  returned  to  the 
Congress. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"John  Hancock,  President." 
"In  Congress,  April  3,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  every  person  intending  to  set  forth  and 
fit  out  a  private  Ship  or  Vessel  of  War,  and  applying  for  a 
Commission  or  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal  for  that  pur- 
pose, shall  produce  a  writing,  subscribed  by  him,  containing 
the  name  and  tonnage  or  burden  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  the 
number  of  her  guns  with  their  weight  of  metal,  the  name  and 
place  of  residence  of  the  owner  or  owners,  the  names  of  the 
commander  and  other  officers,  the  number  of  the  crew,  and 
the  quantity  of  provisions  and  warlike  stores  ;  which  writing 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  or  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives, .Convention,  or  Council,  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  in  which  the  ship  or  vessel 
shall  be,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Secretary,  and  shall  be 
registered  by  him  ;  and  that  the  commander  of  the  ship  or 
vessel,  before  the  Commission  or  Letters  of  Marque  and  Re- 
prisal may  be  granted,  shall,  togetber  with  sufficient  sureties, 
seal  and  deliver  a  bond,  in  the  penalty  of  five  thousand  dollars 
if  the  vessel  be  of  one  hundred  tons  or  under,  or  ten  thousand 
dollars  if  of  greater  burden,  payable  to  the  President  of  the 
Congress,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  with 
condition  in  the  form  following,  to  wit:  The  condition  of  this 

obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  above  bounden , 

who  is  commander  of  the called ,  be- 
longing to ,  of ,  in  the  Colony  of 

,  mounting carriage-guns,  and  navi- 
gated by  men,and  who  hath  applied  for  a  Com- 
mission, or  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  to  arm,  equip, 

and  set  forth  to  sea  the  said as  a  private  ship- 

of-war,  and  to  make  captures  of  British  vessels  and  cargoes, 
shall  not  exceed  or  transgress  the  powers  and  authorities 
which  shall  be  contained  in  tlie  said  Commission.  ^••*  sb"" 


in  all  things,  observe  and  conduct  himself  and  govern  his 
crew  by  and  according  to  tiic  same,  and  certain  instructions 
therewith  to  be  delivered,  and  such  other  instructions  as  may 
hereafter  be  given  to  him,  and  shall  make  reparation  for  all 
damages  sustained  by  any  misconduct  or  unwarrantable  pro- 
ceedings of  himself,  or  the  ofiicere  or  crew  of  the  said  .  .  . 
.  ,  .  ,  then  this  obligation  shall  be  void,  or  else  remain  in 
force. 

"  Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 

"  Which  Bond  shall  be  lodged  with  the  said  Secretary  of 
Congress. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"John  Hancock,  President." 

"In  Congress,  Wednesday,  April  3,  177S, 

"Instructions  to  tlie  Commanders  of  private  Ships  or  Ves- 
sels of  War,  which  shall  have  Commissions  or  Letters 
of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  authorizing  them  to  make  cap- 
tures of  Bntish  l  esseh  and  Cargoes. 
"  I.  You  may,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  subdue,  and  take 
all  ships  and  other  vessels  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high-water  and 
low-water  marks,  except  ships  and  vessels  bringing  pereons 
who  intend  to  settle  and  i-eside  in  the  United  Colonies,  or 
bringing  arms,  ammunition,  or  warlike  stores  to  the  said 
Colonies,  for  the  use  of  such  inhabitants  thereof  as  are  friends 
to  the  American  cause,  which  you  shall  suffer  to  pass  un- 
molested, the  commandei-s  thereof  permitting  a  peaceable 
search,  and  giving  satisfactory  information  of  the  contents  of 
the  ladings  and  distinctions  of  the  voyages. 

"  II.  You  may,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  subdue,  and  take 
all  ships  and  other  vessels  whatsoever,  carrying  soldiers,  arms, 
gunpowder,  ammunition,  provisions,  or  any  other  contraband 
goods  to  any  of  the  British  armies  or  ships-of-war  employed 
against  these  Colonies. 

"  III.  You  shall  bring  such  ships  and  vessels  as  you  shall 
take,  with  their  guns,  rigging,  tackle,  apparel,  furniture  and 
ladings,  to  some  convenient  port  or  ports  of  the  United  Co- 
lonies, that  proceedings  may  thereupon  be  had  in  due  form 
before  the  Courts  which  are,  or  shall  be  there  appointed,  to 
hear  and  determine  causes  civil  and  maritime. 

"IV.  You,  or  one  of  your  chief  officere,  shall  bring  or  send 
the  Master  and  Pilot,  and  one  or  more  principal  pei-son  or 
persons  of  the  company  of  every  ship  or  vessel  by  you  taken, 
as  soon  after  the  capture  as  may  be,  to  the  Judge  or  Judges 
of  such  Court  as  aforesaid,  to  be  examined  upon  oath,  and 
make  answer  to  the  interrogatories  which  may  be  propounded 
touching  the  interest  or  property  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  her 
lading ;  at  the  same  time  you  shall  deliver,  or  cause  to  be 
delivered,  to  the  Judge  or  Judges,  all  passes,  sea-briefs,  char- 
ter-parties, bills  of  lading,  cockets,  letters,  and  other  docu- 
ments and  writings  found  on  board,  proving  the  said  papers 
by  the  affidavit  of  yourself  or  some  other  person  present  at 
the  capture,  to  be  produced  as  they  were  received,  without 
fraud,  addition,  subduction,  or  embezzlement. 

"  V.  You  shall  keep  and  preserve  every  ship  or  vessel  and 
cargo  by  you  taken,  until  they  shall,  by  sentence  of  a  Court 
properly  authorized,  be  adjudged  lawful  prize  ;  not  selling, 
spoiling,  wasting,  or  diminishing  the  same,  or  breaking  the 
bulk  thereof,  nor  suffering  any  such  thing  to  be  done. 

"  VI.  If  you,  or  any  of  your  oflicers  or  crew,  shall,  in  cold 
blood,  kill  or  maim,  or  by  torture  or  otherwise  cruelly,  inhu- 
manly, and  contrary  to  common  usage  and  the  practice  of 
civilized  nations  in  war,  treat  any  person  or  persons  surprised 
in  the  ship  or  vessel  you  shall  take,  the  offender  shall  be  se- 
verely punished. 

"  VII.  You  shall,  by  all  convenient  opportunities,  send  to 
Congress  written  accounts  of  the  captures  you  shall  make, 
with  the  number  and  names  of  the  Captains,  copies  of  your 
Journal  from  time  to  time,  and  intelligence  of  what  may  oc- 
cur or  be  discovered  concerning  the  designs  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  destinations,  motions,  and  operations  of  their  fleets 
and  annies. 

"  VIII.  One-third,  at  least,  of  your  whole  company  shall 
be  landsmen. 

"  IX.  You  shall  not  ransome  any  prisoners  or  Captains, 
but  shall  dispose  of  them  in  such  manner  as  the  Congress,  or 
if  that  be  not  sitting  in  the  Colony  whither  they  shall  be 
brought,  as  the  General  Assembly,  Convention,  or  Council, 
or  Committee  of  Safety  of  such  Colony  shall  direct. 

"  X.  You  shall  obsei  ve  all  such  further  instructions  as 
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Congress  shall  hereafter  give  in  the  premises,  when  you  shall 
have  notice  thereof. 

"  XI.  If  you  shall  do  anything  contrary  to  these  Instruc- 
tions, or  to  others  hereafter  to  be  given,  or  willingly  suffer 
such  things  to  be  done,  you  shall  not  only  forfeit  your  Com- 
mission and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  breach  of  the  condi- 
tion of  your  bond,  but  be  responsible  to  the  party  grieved  for 
damages  sustained  by  such  malversation. 

"  By  order  of  Congress  : 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

Die  Sabbati,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  April  13,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pupuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Mr.  WiUiam  Paulding,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Imlay, 
Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  Lott,  Captain  Rut- 
gers, Mr.  J.  Van  Cortlandt.  * 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredweU. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 


For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Laurence. 

A  Letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler  to  General^ 
Thompson,  was  read,  of  which  the  following  extract  is  the 
last  sentence,  to  wit : 

"  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  request  the  New-Yorlc  Con- 
gress that  the  sailors  may  be  sent  up  without  delay." 

Captain  Jacobus  Wynkoop,  on  request,  attended  the  Com- 
mittee, and  agreed  to  accept  of  and  execute  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Jacobus  Wynkoop  do  inlist  the 
number  of  Mariners  desired  by  Major-General  Schuyler,  for 
the  service  at  the  Lakes,  with  all  possible  despatch.  That 
Captain  Wynkoop  proceed  to  Albany  with  the  said  Mari- 
ners to  General  Schuyler,  and  take  his  directions  as  to  the 
vessels  on  the  Lakes,  until  the  honourable  the  Continental 
Congress  shall  have  appointed  him  to  that  command,  or 
some  other  gentleman  shall  arrive  at  the  Lakes  authorized 
to  take  the  command. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Brasher,  and  Mr,  Van 
Cortlandt,  be  a  Committee  to  wait  on  General  Washington. 


A  Return  of  Prisoners  in  Jail,  ^c,  New- York,  the  I5th  of  April,  1776. 


When  confined. 


March  1 
14 

17 
17 

17 

April    8 

8 

8 

8 

8, 

8 

8, 

8 

8 

8 

8 

MarchlS 

April    7 

12 

13 


Prisoners'  Names. 


Ryner  Van  Housen 

Thomas  Vernon 

William  McDermntt 

Joseph  Woolcomb 

William  Alder 

Thomas  Remington  Harris. 

William  Medcall. 

Henry  Kilgrove 

Caesar  Freeman 

Michael  Conery 

Jeremiah  Readon 

Francis  Climes 

David  Shockness 

John  Gibbons 

Derby  Doyle , 

Isaac  NevHrra 

William  Hasellon 

James  MolFalt 

James  Johnson 

Thomas  Mclntire 


By  whom  confined. 


.Provincial  Congress.. 

Do 

.CoramiUee  of  Safely. 

Do 

Do 

.General  Pulnam 

Do 

Do 

Do» 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

.Colonel  McDougall.. 

.Captain  Ledyatd 

Do 

Do 


Where  confined. 


....Jail 

Do 

Do 

.....Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Hospital , 

Upper  Barrack. 

,...Jail 

Do 


.Do. 
.Do. 
.Do. 
.Do. 


OccDpation. 


Pilot .., 

Hatter 

Reduced  Officer.. 

Sailor 

....Do 

Master's  Male.., 
Midshipman. . . . 

Pilot 

Sailor 

..Do 

..Do 

..Do 

..Do 

..Do 

Farmer 

Oyslerman 

Armourer 

Soldier , 

..Do 

..Do 


Number  of 

days 

confined. 


46 
3-2 

2'J 
29 
29 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
30 
9 
4 
3 


Die  Luna,  A.  M.,  April  1.5,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beek- 

tnan,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Major  Stou- 

tenburgh. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredweU. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

No  other  Members  attending,  the  Committee  could  not 
proceed  to  business,  for  want  of  a  representation  from  ano- 
ther County. 

A  Return  of  the  Prisoners  in  the  Committee  Jail,  and  by 
whom  committed,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  Letter  from  Thomas  Vernon,  otie  of  the  said  Prison- 
ers, requesting  his  discharge,  was  read  and  filed. 

Die  Mercurii,  April  17,  A.  M.,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  P'an  Zandt, 
Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Roose- 
velt, Colonel  Ltott. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredweU. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Vanderhilt. 

Mr.  William  Mercier  (who  is  appointed  to  superintend  the 
fitting  out  the  armed  Sloop  Montgomery,  whereof  Mr.  Ro- 
gers is  Commander)  applied  for  an  order  on  the  Storekeep- 
er, for  6  pair  of  Pistols,  200  pounds  of  Musket-Balls,  20 


Cartridge-Boxes,  and  600  pounds  of  Gunpowder.  Mr. 
Mercier  also  applied  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  to 
be  applied  towards  defraying  sundry  expenses  accrued  in 
fitting  out  said  Sloop. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood  deliver 
to  Captain  Mercier,  6  pair  of  Pistols,  200  pounds  of  Mus- 
ket-Balls, 20  Cartridge-Boxes,  and  600  pounds  of  Gun- 
powder, for  the  use  of  the  armed  Sloop  Montgomery,  Cap- 
tain Rogers. 

Ordered  further.  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston, 
Esquire,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony,  advance  to  Captain  William  Mercier  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  Pounds,  to  be  applied  towards  paying  off  the 
Accounts  and  expenses  accmed  in  fitting  out  the  armed 
Sloop  Montgomery,  and  take  his  receipt,  on  account,  for  the 
same. 

Colonel  Mifflin  attending,  informed  the  Committee  that 
General  Washington  is  very  solicitous  to  have  the  great 
number  of  Taverns  and  Tippling  Houses  in  this  City  sup- 
pressed, because  they  tend  greatly  to  debauch  the  Soldiers  ; 
and  requests  that  this  Coinmittee  will  be  pleased  to  regu- 
late and  make  out  a  list  of  such  Tavern-keepers  and  Retail- 
ers of  Spirituous  Liquors  as  this  Committee  shall  deem  ne- 
cessary for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  City. 

The  Committee,  taking  the  same  into  consideration. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Evert  Bancker  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  withhold  granting  the  Excise  on  Spirituous  Li- 
quors to  any  person  within  the  City  and  County  of  Netv- 
York,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress  or 
Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony. 

Colonel  Mifflin  further  informed  the  Committee,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  erect  a  Wharf  on  Autten- Island,  for 
the  more  convenient  and  safe  landing  of  the  Troops  and 
Stores,  which  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  ordered  to  that 
Island  ;  and  requested  the  assistance  of  this  Committee,  in 
procuring  Timber  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  said  he  would  assist  to  procure  Logs. 
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A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  his  Excellency  General  Washing- 
ton was  read,  and  approved,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

Sir:  The  Committee  of  Safetj'  of  this  Colony  having 
been  requested  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  to  obtain  a  re- 
■lease  of  seven  citizens,  now  detained  on  board  the  ships 
Phcnix  and  Asia  as  prisoners,  they  are  well  informed  an 
•exchange  may  be  effected,  if  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleased  to  give  the  Committee  the  benefit  of  a  number  of 
your  prisoners  of  equal  rank.  Should  either  of  the  ships 
depart  with  their  prisoner  on  board,  their  respective  fami- 
lies must  labour  under  additional  misfortunes.  Some  of  them 
have  been  detained  a  long  time.  The  Committee  enclose  a 
list  of  their  names ;  and  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  they 
are,  wilh  the  greatest  esteem,  your  Excellency's  most  hum- 
ble servants. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

The  names  of  the  Prisoners  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing 
Letter  are  as  follows,  to  wit : 

William  Mount,  Master  of  a  vessel ;  Robert  Johnson, 
Mate ;  William  Benvick,  Pilot ;  Jacob  Gennaine,  Pilot ; 
Charles  Galatian,  William  Dillon,  Boatmen ;  William 
Bicker,  Hatter ; — Asia. 

Die  Mcrcurii,  4tolio.  P.  M.,  April  17,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pureuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 

Mr.   Beekman,  Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr.  Sands, 

Mr.  Denning. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredweU. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
JFoR  Orange. — Mr.  Cuijper. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding, 
For  King's. — Mr.  Van  Brunt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker. 

Lieutenant  William  Scudder  sent  into  the  Committee  of 
Safety  an  open  Letter  or  Memorial,  dated  on  the  15th  in- 
stant, which  was  read  and  filed. 

He  thereby  informs  that  he  had  received  a  Warrant  to 
inlist  men  in  the  Continental  service  in  this  Colony,  in  the 
Company  whereof  Henry  O'Hara  is  Captain ;  that  he 
has  inlisted,  and  has  on  billet,  in  I^ew-Jersey,  about  diirty- 
five  men  at  his  own  expense ;  that  Captain  O'Hara  went 
to  Albany  about  seven  weeks  ago,  to  return  in  three  weeks  ; 
since  which  he  has  not  had  any  intelligence  from  him  ;  that 
his  men  call  daily  for  money,  and  will  desert  if  he  is  not 
enabled  to  support  them.  He  therefore  prays  the  Commit- 
tee to  take  some  method  for  his  relief. 

To  the  said  Letter  was  annexed  a  list  of  the  names  of 
forty-seven  persons,  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Pri- 
vates, therein  said  to  be  under  the  care  of  the  said  William 
Scudder. 

William  Lightbourn,  who  was  appointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenant in  Captain  John  fViley's  Company,  in  the  First  Re- 
giment, having  resigned  his  Warrant,  (which  was  occasion- 
ed by  the  decease  of  his  father,) 

Ordered,  That  the  said  William  Scudder  be  appointed, 
and  is  hereby  appointed.  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Wy- 
iey's  Company,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Lightbourn;  that  a 
Warrant  issue  to  him  accordingly,  and  that  he  apply  to  Co- 
lonel McDougall  for  further  direction  and  assistance. 

A  Warrant  was  issued  for  Lieutenant  Scudder. 

Mr.  Sands  produced  the  following  Letters,  which  were 
read,  in  order  to  support  his  request  for  an  order  on  the 
Treasury  for  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
to  pay  for  the  Sloop  Sally  and  the  Schooner  Polly. 

"  St.  Eustatia,  March  3,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  sorry  to  relate  to  you  the  sad  misfortune  that 
I  have  met  with  on  the  high  seas.  On  the  10th  day  of 
February,  in  the  latitude  23°  9',  longitude  63°,  I  met 
with  the  Portland  ship-of-war,  of  fifty  guns  ;  in  spite  of  my 
endeavours,  she  brought  me  to,  and  took  all  my  people,  and 
sent  the  sloop  to  Antigua,  with  two  officers  and  five  men. 
I  had  the  good  fortune  to  save  part  of  my  money,  which  I 
have  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Samuel  Cousens.  I  expect 
to  sail  in  six  or  seven  days  for  New-  York,  in  a  fast-sailing 
sloop  belonging  to  Amboy.     i  have  enclosed  a  bill  on  Mes- 


sieurs Curson  Sf  Seton,  and  I  intend  to  bring  a  copy  of  the 
same  myself. 

"  Sir,  I  still  remain  yours,  ,,  -..r  ^^  » 

'  J  >  li  WiLKIE    UODGE. 

A  Letter  from  Matthew  Van  Alstyne  to  his  brother  Abra- 
ham VanAlstyne,  of  this  City,  Merchant,  dated  St.  Eusta- 
tia, February  "2411),  1776,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract : 

"  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  of  my  misfortune  of  being 
taken  by  the  Pomone  frigate.  I  had  been  at  Martinico  and 
going  to  Guadaloupe.  I  was  becalmed  under  the  land  when 
he  took  me." 

Also,  another  Letter  from  CaTpla'm  Matthew  VanAlstyne 
to  Abraham  VanAlstyne,  dated  St.  Eustatia,  February  4th, 
1776. 

"  I  am  going  to  St.  Christophers,  to  take  charge  of  Cap- 
tain Sarulers's  brig,  rather  than  come  home,  for  the  sea  is 
full  of  all  kinds  of  cruisers.  There  is  not  one  vessel  in  ten 
that  escapes,  going  or  coming.  On  my  arrival  here  1  wrote 
up  to  my  friends  at  St.  Christophers,  and  related  my  mis- 
fortune of  being  taken." 

Ordered,  Tliat  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esquire, 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay 
to  Mr.  Comfort  Sands,  six  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  for 
the  Sloop  Sally,  whereof  Wilkie  Dodge  was  late  Master ; 
and  the  further  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds  for  the  Schoo- 
ner Polly,  Matthew  Van  Alstyne,  Master,  which  was  insur- 
ed at  that  price,  by  Sands,  on  account  of  this  Colony. 

The  Committee  then  proceeded  to  finish  their  Resolu- 
tions for  encom-aging  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre  in  this 
Colony ;  and  the  following  Resolutions,  reported  by  Mr. 
TredweU,  were  read,  amended,  approved  of,  and  agreed  to 
for  that  purpose,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safely,  New- York,  April  17,  1776. 

Whereas  the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  23d  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  did  recommend  it  to  the  several  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  and  Councils,  or  Committees  of  Safety  and 
Committees  of  Correspondence  and  Inspection,  in  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  to  exert  themselves  in  devising  further  ways  and 
means  for  promoting  and  encouraging  the  manufacture  of 
Saltpetre,  and  of  introducing  that  manufacture  into  private 
families ;  and  to  the  several  Assemblies  and  Conventions 
in  the  United  Colonies  that  they  establish  publick  works  in 
each  and  every  County,  in  their  respective  Colonies,  at  the 
expense  of  such  Colonies,  for  the  manufacture  of  Saltpetre; 
and  appoint  Committees  of  their  own  Membei-s  immediate- 
ly to  set  up  such  manufacture : 

And  whereas  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  have 
authorized  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  carry  the  above  Re- 
solutions of  Congress  into  execution  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  Committees  be  appointed,  agree- 
able to  the  said  Resolutions,  to  erect  Works  for  manufac- 
turing of  Saltpetre  in  every  considerable  Town  or  Village  in 
the  several  Counties  of  New-  York,  Albany,  Suffolk,  Ulster, 
Orange,  Dutchess,  Westchester,  and  King's. 

And  that  Isaac  Stoutenburgh,  Samuel  Prince,  and  Evert 
Bancker,  be  a  Committee  for  that  purpose  in  the  City  and 
County  of  New-  York ; 

That  Henry  Glen,  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  and  Leonard 
Gansevoort,  be  a  Committee  for  the  like  purpose  in  the 
City  and  County  o{ Albany; 

That  Thomas  TredweU,  David  Gelston,  and  Ezra  L'Ho- 
medieu,  be  a  Committee  for  the  like  purpose  in  the  County 
of  Suffolk ; 

That  Dirck  Wynkoop  and  Charles  De  Witt  be  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  like  purpose  in  the  County  of  Ulster ; 

That  William  Allison  and  John  Herring  be  a  Commit- 
tee for  the  like  purpose  in  the  County  of  Orange  ; 

That  Peter  Ten  Broeck  and  Cornelius  Humphries  be  a 
Committee  for  the  like  purpose  in  the  County  of  Dutchess  ; 

That  Henezer  Lockwood  and  Gilbert  Drake  be  a  Com- 
mittee for  the  like  purpose  in  the  County  of  Westchester ; 

And  diat  John  Vanderbilt,  Nicholas  Covenhoven,  and 
Rutger  Van  Brunt,  be  a  Committee  for  the  like  purpose  in 
in  the  County  of  King's. 

And  die  said  Committees  are  hereby  severally  authori- 
zed and  empowered,  in  behalf  and  on  account  of  diis  Colony, 
to  contract  with  proper  persons  for  erecting  said  Works, 
and  carrying  on  the  said  manufacture,  under  the  superinten- 
dence and  direction  of  the  said  Committees. 
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And  the  said  Committees  are  hereby  directed  to  report  to 
the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety,  from  time 
to  time,  their  proceedings  in  the  premises,  and  the  progress 
that  shall  be  made  in  said  mannfacture. 

And  to  encourage  the  setting  up  of  private  Works,  and 
the  manufacture  of  Sa!t()etre  in  private  families,  (which  is 
the  only  way  of  obtaining  a  speedy  and  effectual  supply  of 
that  article,)  the  Committees  hereby  appointed  in  the  seve- 
ral Counties,  are  em'wiwered  and  authorized  to  purchase, 
on  the  account  of  i  j^rrProvincial  Congress  of  this  Colony, 
all  well  refined  Salt/'  ,Ve,  that  shall  be  made  in  this  Colony, 
and  offered  to  them  lor  sale,  before  the  first  day  of  ]Sovem- 
ber  next,  at  the  rate  of  six  Shillings  per  pound.  And  it 
is  further  recommended  to  the  Committees  of  the  several 
Cities,  Counties,  Towns,  Manors,  Precincts,  and  Districts, 
in  this  Colony,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  any  places  suspect- 
ed to  contain  mines  of  Sulphur,  that  they  cause  diligent 
search  to  be  made  for  such  mines  in  their  respective  Dis- 
tricts, and  report  their  discoveries  to  the  Provincial  Congress 
or  the  Committee  of  Safety  without  delay. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  copies  of  these 
Resolutions  for  the  Printers  in  this  City,  and  that  the  same 
be  printed  in  all  the  publick  Newspapers  in  this  Colony. 

Edward  Tyke,  being  examined,  saith :  That  he  has  been 
a  prisoner  on  board  the  Asia  seven  months ;  that  he  was 
well  treated  by  Captain  Vandeput  during  the  whole  time ; 
and  that  upon  the  whole  he  did  not  receive  any  ill  treat- 
ment from  any  of  the  ship's  company.  This  examinant 
further  saith,  that  I^ord  Rosehill  informed  this  examinant, 
just  before  he  came  from  on  board  the  Asia,  that  he  (Lord 
Rosehill)  had  given  the  information  to  Captain  Vandeput, 
by  the  way  of  Amboy,  which  occasioned  his  being  taken 
prisoner.  This  examinant  being  examined  relative  to  the 
Asia  firing  on  the  City,  said  that  he  was  not  on  board  at  the 
time,  but  was  informed,  after  being  on  board,  that  Captain 
Vandeput  gave  orders  for  the  first  firing,  but  that  he  (Cap- 
tain Vandeput)  went  down  between  decks  to  stop  the 
second  firing  ;  that  the  next  morning,  the  First  Lieutenant, 
Mr.  Galbreath,  had  loaded  an  eighteen-pounder  with  grape- 
shot,  to  fire  on  the  inhabitants,  and  that  Captain  Vandeput 
jumped  out  of  his  cabin,  in  his  shirt,  to  prevent  it. 

This  examinant  further  saith :  That  one  John  Noble,  of 
this  City,  came  continually  on  board  the  Asia  with  intelli- 
gence from  this  City  ;  that  he  has  frequently  heard  him  give 
intelligence  on  board,  particularly  relative  to  the  troops 
taking  possession  of  Bedlow's  Island;  that  he  (the  exami- 
nant) heard  Noble  say  he  managed  and  brought  about  the 
escape  of  Captain  Harris,  when  he  (said  Noble)  was  on 
guard ;  that  the  said  Noble,  the  week  before  last,  brought 
on  board  three  rifle  guns.  That  Latvrence  liartwick  was 
another  person  who  continually  brought  intelligence ;  that 
he  was  one  of  the  persons  who  attempted  to  set  fire  to  the 
furnace  with  combustibles  made  on  board  the  ship  Asia ; 
gave  the  information  which  caused  the  two  boats  with  iron 
to  be  seized.  That,  with  respect  to  the  supply  of  fresh 
provisions,  they  used  to  have  it  brought  on  board  by  many 
persons,  whom  he  did  not  know  ;  they  refused  to  take  Conti- 
nental money  for  it.  That  a  blockmaker,  a  tall  man  with 
a  snuff-coloured  coat,  brown  hair,  who  said  he  was  a  Com- 
mittee-man, came  on  board  twice,  some  time  in  the  month 
o{  November,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  in  company 
w'llh  one  Lawrence  Hartwick ;  that  this  examinant  gave 
Hartwick  a  letter  to  carry  for  him  to  Nathaniel  Tylee,  in 
New-York,  and  that  in  the  presence  of  the  said  block- 
,  maker;  tiiat  the  said  blockmaker  told  this  examinant,  "You 
know  you  and  I  are  not  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  ;"  that 
the  said  blockmaker  and  Hartwick  broke  the  said  letter 
open,  and  showed  the  same  to  Captain  Vandeput,  as  Cap- 
tain Vandeput  informed  this  examinant,  upon  which  this 
examinant  was  more  closely  confined,  and  suffered  consider- 
ably thereby.  This  examinant  further  saith,  that  Mr.  Bo- 
gert,  the  butcher,  one  or  two  nights  before  the  ship  Lady 
Gage  was  cut  out,  was  on  board  the  Asia ;  that  two  or 
three  nights  after  the  cutting  out  of  the  said  ship,  the  said 
Bogert  was  on  board  again,  and  was  invited  by  the  gentle- 
men of  the  gimroom  to  go  down  with  them  in  the  gunroom  ; 
that  this  examinant  was  in  the  gunroom  ;  that  this  exami- 
nant heard  Bogert  say  that  when  he  (Jiogcrt)  was  coming 
from  Bedlow's  Island  he  saw  Mr.  Nixen  put  off  from  along- 
side the  Asia,  and  that  he  (Bogert)  lay  down  in  the  boat 
and  let  a  sailor  set  upon  him  to  prevent  Nixen  seeing  him ; 


that  the  officei-s  in  the  gunroom,  on  informing  Bogert  of  the 
expedition  in  cutting  out  the  Lady  Gage,  and  laughing 
heartily  about  it,  one  of  the  officers  said  to  Bogert,  we  told 
you  of  our  going  upon  that  expedition  the  other  night ;  that 
Bogert  answered  "  Yes,  you  did,  but  I  did  not  want  to  hear 
it."  That  one  Nicolls,  of  Connecticut,  a  friend  of  this  ex- 
aminant, gave  Bogert  sixteen  shillings  to  purchase  necessa- 
ries with  for  this  examinant;  that  Bogert  brought  him  off 
two  gallons  of  rum,  and  the  remainder  of  the  money  he 
kept  for  near  three  months,  though  often  solicited  to  bring 
him  some  necessaries  for  the  remainder,  which  he  never  did 
tilt  a  friend  of  this  deponent  came  on  board  to  see  him,  and 
to  whom  he  gave  an  order  on  Mr.  Bogert  to  receive  it,  and 
send  him  some  necessaries,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

"New- York,  April  17,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  By  the  enclosed  resolutions  of  the  honourable  Con- 
tinental Congress,  you  will  observe  that  they  have  thought 
it  ex])edient  to  open  the  Ports  under  several  restrictions ; 
and  that  they  have  also  determined  to  make  reprisals,  by 
seizing  of  British  property.  By  the  resolutions,  the  As- 
semblies or  Conventions  of  the  Colonies  are  to  appoint  the 
proper  officers,  who  are  to  take  the  securities  of  exporters ; 
as  also  judges  to  determine  on  captures.  As  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  are  incompetent  for  those  purposes,  and  the 
trade  of  the  Colony,  as  well  as  its  reputation,  will  suffer  if 
the  necessary  regulations  are  not  made  to  enable  the  inha- 
bitants to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  said  resolu- 
tions, the  Committee  of  Safety  think  it  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  Congress  of  this  Colony  do  meet  in  this  City  on  the 
1st  day  of  May  next ;  they  therefore  earnestly  entreat  you 
to  attend  on  that  day,  that  our  constituents  may,  if  they  are 
so  disposed,  export  their  produce,  and  be  as  early  as  their 
neighbours  at  market.  The  Committee  of  Safety  would 
not  choose  to  be  chargeable  with  any  loss  this  Colony  might 
sustain  in  consequence  of  any  delay  in  complying  with  the 
resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  in  making,  on  our 
part  as  a  Colony,  the  proper  arrangement. 

"  We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  : 

"  William  Paulding,  Chairman." 

James  Smith,  Captain  of  the  Armed  Sloop  called  the  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  and  Colonel  Alexander  McDougall,  of  the 
City  of  New-  York,  executed  their  joint  and  several  Bond 
to  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand Dollars,  with  condition  thereto  that  the  said  James 
Smith,  Commander  of  the  said  Sloop,  shall  not  exceed  or 
transgress  the  powers  and  authorities  which  shall  be  con- 
tained in  his  Commission  as  Commander  of  the  said  Sloop, 
but  shall  in  all  things  observe  and  conduct  himself  and  go- 
vern  his  crew  by  and  according  to  the  same,  and  certain 
instructions  therewith  to  be  delivered,  and  such  other  in- 
structions as  may  hereafter  be  given  him,'  and  shall  make 
reparation  for  all  damages  sustained  by  any  misconduct  or 
unwarrantable  proceedings  of  himself,  or  the  officers  or  crew 
of  the  said  Sloop. 

Thereupon  a  Commission  was  filled  up,  and  delivered  to 
the  said  James  Smith,  as  Commander  of  the  said  Sloop,  and 
his  Instructions  were  also  delivered  to  )iim. 

Thomas  Cregier,  Commander  of  the  Armed  Scliooner 
General  Putnam,  and  Thomas  Randall,  of  the  City  o(  New- 
York,  duly  executed  a  similar  joint  and  several  Bond  to 
John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  as  aforesaid,  in  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  Dollare,  with  a  similar  condition  thereto  as  to 
the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  said  Thomas  Cregier  and 
his  officers  and  crew 

Thereupon  a  Commission  was  filled  up,  and  delivered  to 
the  said  Thomas  Crcg^"er,.  as  Commander  of  the  said  Armed 
Schooner  General  Putnam,  and  set  of  Instructions  delivered 
to  him. 

Captain  William  Rogers,  Commander  of  the  Armed 
Sloop  Montgomerie,  and  Joseph  Hallett,  of  the  City  oi New- 
York,  duly  executed  a  similar  joint  and  several  Bond  to 
John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  as  aforesaid,  in  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  Dollars,  with  a  condition  thereto  for  the  good 
conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  said  William  Rogers,  as  Com- 
mander of  the  said  Armed  Sloop  Montgomerie,  and  of  his 
officers  and  crew,  in  terms  similar  to  the  condition  of  the 
Bond  of  the  said  James  Smith  and  Alexander  McDougall. 

Thereupon  a  Commission  was  filled  up,  and  delivered  to 
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the  said  IVilUam  Rogers,  as  Commander  of  the  said  Armed 
Sloop  Monlgoincrie,  and  a  set  of  Instructions  delivered  to  him. 
'  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  Commissary  of  Colony  Stores, 
made  a  return  of  the  Gunpowder  purchased  of  Mr.  Nicholas 
Low,  wiiich  was  read,  and  filed.  It  thereby  appears  that 
the  quantity  is  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  three  pounds, 
and  the  quality  thereof,  as  proved  and  ascertained  by  Mr. 
Jecamiah  Allen,  is  but  middling. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  dated  the  9th  in- 
stant, was  read,  and  filed.  He  thereby  acknowledges  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  Letter  from  this  Committee,  of  the  1st  instant,  and 
says  he  will  stop  buying  provisions ;  and  informs  that  John 
Thomas,  Jun.,  Ebenezer  Lockivood,  and  himself,  have  bought 
about  one  thousand  barrels  of  pork  and  six  hundred  barrels 
of  flour ;  that  the  peas  ordered  from  Albany  are  in  store  at 
Peek's  Kill  Landing,  and  the  pork  stored  in  Cortlandt's 
Manor,  Bedford,  and  North- Castle. 

A  Letter  from  twelve  disaffected  persons  in  Queen's 
County,  usually  called  Tories,  was  read,  and  filed.  They 
therein  say  they  have  been  disarmed,  and  therefore  request 
they  may  be  excused  from  being  called  out  when  the  Militia 
is  called  to  train  or  muster. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  on  the  subject  of 
putting  a  stop  to  any  intercourse  with  the  Ships-of-War,  was 
read,  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Head-Quarters,  April  17,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  There  is  nothing  that  could  add  more  to 
my  happiness  than  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  civil  autho- 
rity of  this  or  any  other  Government  to  which  it  may  be  my 
lot  to  be  ordered ;  and  if,  in  the  prosecution  of  such  mea- 
sures as  shall  appear  to  me  to  have  a  manifest  tendency  to 
promote  the  interest  of  the  great  American  cause,  I  shall 
encounter  the  local  convenience  of  individuals,  or  even  of  a 
whole  Colony,  I  beg  it  may  be  believed  that  I  shall  do  it 
with  reluctance  and  pain;  but  in  the  present  important  con- 
test the  least  of  two  evils  must  be  preferred. 

"  That  a  continuance  of  the  intercourse  which  has  hither- 
to subsisted  between  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  and  the 
enemy  on  board  the  ships-of-war  is  injurious  to  the  com- 
mon cause,  requires  no  extraordinary  abilities  to  prove.  A 
moment's  reflection  not  only  evinces  this  truth,  but  points 
out  the  glaring  absurdity  of  such  procedure.  We  are  to  con- 
sider ourselves  either  in  a  state  of  peace  or  war  with  Great 
Britain.  If  the  former,  why  are  our  ports  shut  up,  our 
trade  destroyed,  our  property  seized,  our  towns  burnt,  and 
our  worthy  and  valuable  citizens  led  into  captivity  and  suf- 
fering the  most  cruel  hardships  ?  If  the  latter,  my  imagina- 
tion is  not  fertile  enough  to  suggest  a  reason  in  support  of 
the  intercourse. 

"  In  the  weak  and  defenceless  state  in  which  this  city  was 
some  time  ago,  political  prudence  might  justify  the  corres- 
pondence that  subsisted  between  the  country  and  the  ene- 
my's ships-of-war ;  but  as  the  largest  part  of  the  Continental 
troops  is  now  here,  as  many  strong  works  are  erected  and 
erecting  for  the  defence  of  the  city  and  harbour,  those  mo- 
tives no  longer  exist,  but  are  absorbed  in  others  of  a  more 
important  nature.  To  tell  you,  gendemen,  that  the  advan- 
tages of  an  intercourse  of  this  kind  are  altogether  on  the  side 
of  the  enemy,  whilst  we  derive  not  the  smallest  benefit  from 
it,  would  be  telling  what  must  be  obvious  to  every  one.  It 
Ls  indeed  so  glaring,  that  even  the  enemy  themselves  must 
despise  us  for  suffering  it  to  be  continued ;  for,  besides  their 
obtaining  supplies  of  every  kind,  by  which  they  are  enabled 
to  continue  in  your  harbours,  it  also  opens  a  regular  chan- 
nel of  intelligence,  by  which  they  are  from  time  to  time 
made  acquainted  with  the  number  and  extent  of  our  works, 
our  strength,  and  all  our  movements ;  by  which  they  are  en- 
abled to  regulate  their  own  plans  to  our  great  disadvantage 
and  injury.  For  the  truth  of  this,  I  could  produce  instan- 
ces ;  but  as  it  may  be  the  subject  of  future  discussion,  I  shall 
decline  it  at  present.  It  would,  gentlemen,  betaking  up 
too  much  of  your  time  to  use  further  arguments  in  proof  of 
the  necessity  of  putting  an  immediate  and  total  stop  to  all 
future  correspondence  with  the  enemy.  It  is  my  incum- 
bent duty  to  effect  this,  convinced  as  I  am  of  the  disadvan- 
tages resulting  from  it,  and  it  cannot  be  thought  strange  or 
'  hard  that,  under  such  conviction,  I  should  be  anxious  to  re- 
move an  evil  which  may  contribute  not  a  little  to  the  ruin 
of  the  great  cause  we  are  engaged  in,  and  may,  in  its  effects, 
'  prove  highly  detrimental  to  this  Colony  in  particular. 


"  In  effecting  the  salutary  purposes  above-mentioned,  I 
could  wish  for  the  concurrence  and  support  of  your  honour- 
able body.  It  will  certainly  add  great  weight  to  the  measures 
adopted,  when  the  civil  authority  co-operates  with  the  mili- 
tary to  carry  them  into  execution.  It  will  also  redound  much 
to  the  honour  of  the  Government  and  of  your  Committee  in 
particular,  for  the  world  are  apt  to  judge  from  appearances  ; 
and  while  such  correspondence  exists,  the  reputation  of  the 
whole  Colony  will  suffer  in  the  eyes  of  their  American  bre- 
thren. <\A  1 

"  It  is  therefore,  gentlemen,  that  l°have  taken  the  liberty 
to  address  you  on  this  important  subject,  relying  upon  your 
zeal  and  attiichment  to  the  cause  of  American  liberty  for 
your  assistance  in  putting  a  stop  to  this  evil,  and  that  you 
will  co-operate  with  me  in  such  measures  as  shall  be  effec- 
tual either  to  prevent  any  future  correspondence  with  the 
enemy,  or  in  bringing  to  condign  punishment  such  persons 
as  may  be  hardy  and  wicked  enough  to  carry  it  on  other- 
wise than  by  a  prescribed  mode,  if  any  case  can  possibly 
arise  to  require  it. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect,  gen- 
tlemen, your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  George  Washington," 

Ordered,  That  all  the  Deputies  to  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, now  in  this  City,  be  summoned  to  attend  this  Com- 
mittee to-morrow  morning,  at  nine  o'clock ;  and  that  the 
Continental  Delegates  now  in  this  City  be  requested  to 
attend,  to  take  this  Letter  into  consideration. 

Die  Jovis,  A.  M.,  April  18,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
Fob  New-York. — ^INIr.  Randall,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Denning, 

Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Scott,  Col.  McDougall,  Mr.  Bancker, 

Mr.  Roosevelt,  Mr.  Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Smith. 
For  SurFOL.K. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — ^Mr.  Covenhoven,  Mr.  Van  Brunt. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Col.  Gilbert  Drake, 

Mr.  Thomas. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker. 

Philip  Livingston  and  Francis  Letvis,  Esquires,  were 
present  by  request  of  the  Committee. 

On  application  from  the  General  Committee  of  the  City 
of  New-  York, 

Ordered,  Tbzl  Alexander  Moncrief  he,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  receive  into  his  custody  all  such  persons  as  shall 
be  from  time  to  time  committed  by  order  of  the  General  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York,  and  confine 
them  in  the  Jail  set  apart  for  the  confinement  of  prisoners 
committed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony. 

Whereas  this  Committee  is  informed  that  the  publick 
service  is  greatly  impeded  by  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the 
Gunsmiths  to  despatch  the  work  put  into  their  hands  by  the 
Commissary, 

It  is  therefore  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Cur- 
tenius  do  immediately  apply  to  the  several  Gunsmiths  in 
this  City,  and  employ  them  in  fitting  up  the  Guns  wanted 
for  the  publick  service ;  and  if  any  of  the  said  Gunsmiths 
shall  refuse  to  be  employed  in  the  publick  service,  or  shall 
neglect  to  perform  the  work  assigned,  in  that  case  the  said 
Colonel  Curteniits  is  hereby  ordered  and  required  to  report 
to  this  Committee  such  as  shall  so  refuse  or  neglect  to  de- 
spatch die  publick  work. 

Mr.  Adjutant-General  Gates  attending,  was  admitted. 

1st.  He  informed  the  Committee  that  the  General  con- 
ceives it  would  tend  to  the  publick  convenience  and  the  good 
government  of  the  Anny,  and  punishment  of  delinquents,  if 
the  Provost-Marshal  could  be  supplied  with  a  room  in  the 
Jail  for  his  prisoner ;  and,  also,  another  room  in  the  Jail,  or 
any  other  part  of  that  building,  for  the  holding  of  Courts- 
Martial,  if  any  such  room  can  be  spared  in  that  building; 
and  requests  the  hitervention  of  this  Committee  in  the  pre- 
mises. 

2d.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  General,  that  proper 
persons  should  be  appointed  at  different  stations  to  make 
signals  upon  the  approach  of  any  enemy ;  and  that  corps  of 


1453 


NEW- YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY,  APRIL,  1776. 


1454 


Minute-men,  or  of  Militia,  should  be  appointed  immediately, 
and  have  their  directions  to  repair  immediately  on  any  signal 
given  or  alarm  made,  to  particular  places  or  stations  assign- 
ed to  them  respectively,  to  prevent  the  confusion  or  irregu- 
larity that  will  necessarily  ensue  on  any  such  occasion,  with- 
out such  order  or  regularity. 

Ordered,  That  these  matters  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Whereas  many  inconveniences  may  arise  by  admitting 
the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  to  an  unrestrained  commerce 
with  the  Continental  Troops  stationed  in  this  Colony, 

Therefore  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  any  inhabitant 
of  this  Colony  do  not,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  receive  or 
purchase  from  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  soldier  in 
the  Continental  service  any  Goods,  Clothing,  or  other  arti- 
cle whatsoever,  unless  such  non-commissioned  officer  or 
soldier  shall  first  produce  to  such  inhabitant  a  certificate 
signed  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment  or 
Company  to  which  such  non-commissioned  officer  or  sol- 
dier belongs,  specifying  the  particular  goods  or  articles 
which  he  or  they  are  permitted  to  dispose  of,  together  with 
the  name  or  names  of  the  vender  or  venders ;  and  the 
several  Committees  and  sub-Committees  in  the  respective 
Cities,  Counties,  Towns,  Precincts,  and  Districts,  in  this 
Colony,  are  hereby  requested  to  see  that  this  Resolution  be 
strictly  complied  with. 

Ordered,  That  this  Resolution  be  published  in  the  News- 
papers. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  April  18,  1776. 

Whereas  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  by  their 
order  of  the  18th  of  February  last,  did  forbid  all  communi- 
cation between  the  ships-of-war  in  the  Port  of  New-  York, 
and  the  ship  in  which  Govemour  Tryon  resides,  on  the 
one  part,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  on  the 
other,  except  for  supplies  of  necessary  provisions  for  the 
use  of  the  said  ships  only,  under  certain  restrictions  therein 
mentioned :  And  whereas  the  said  Congress,  on  the  8th  of 
March  last,  did  resolve  and  order  further  regulations  for 
furnishing  such  supplies  as  aforesaid,  upon  express  provi- 
so, however,  that  the  said  supplies  were  to  take  place,  and 
be  continued  on  condition  that  there  should  be  no  obstruc- 
tion given  to  any  boats  or  vessels  bringing  provisions,  pro- 
vender, or  fire-wood  to  this  city  ;  which  obstruction  has 
nevertheless  been  repeatedly  given,  and  the  benefit  of  such 
supplies  are  thereby  become  forfeited :  And  whereas  the 
said  Congress,  by  a  resolve  of  the  15th  oi  March  last,  did, 
among  other  things,  authorize  this  Committee  to  execute, 
or  cause  to  be  executed,  orders,  resolves,  and  recommenda- 
tions, as  well  of  the  Continental  as  of  the  said  Provincial 
.  Congress ;  and,  also,  to  comply  as  far  as  this  Committee 
shall  think  proper  with  any  requisition  by  the  General  of  the 
Continental  forces,  or  any  or  either  of  them :  And  whereas 
his  Excellency  General  Washington  has,  in  writing,  signified 
to  this  Committee  that  he  conceives  any  intercourse  whatso- 
ever with  the  enemies  on  board  the  said  ships  is  injurious  to 
the  common  cause,  by  enabling  them,  while  they  are  furnish- 
ed with  provisions,  to  continue  in  our  harbours,  and  maintain 
a  regular  channel  of  intelligence  advancive  of  their  own 
plans,  and  to  our  great  disadvantage  and  injury,  and  has 
thereby  requested  our  assistance  in  putting  a  stop  to  this 
evil,  and  to  co-operate  with  him  in  such  measures  as  shall 
be  effectual  either  to  prevent  any  future  correspondence 
with  the  enemy,  or  in  bringing  to  condign  punishment  such 
persons  as  may  be  hardy  and  wicked  enough  to  carry  it  on  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  no  inhabitant 
of  this  Colony,  upon  any  pretence,  or  for  any  purpose  what- 
soever, either  in  person  or  in  writing,  directly  or  indirectly, 
do  presume  to  have  or  maintain  any  intercouree  whatsoever 
with  any  Siiip  or  Vessel  belonging  to  or  employed  in  the 
service  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  any  of  his  Offi- 
cers or  Ministers,  or  with  any  pereon  or  persons  on  board  of 
the  same,  upon  pain  of  being  dealt  with  in  the  severest 
manner,  as  enemies  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  United 
North-American  Colonies. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  thie  and  the  afore- 
going Order  and  Resolve,  and  be  assured  that  this  Commit- 
tee will  co-operate  with  him  in  the  execution  of  the  same, 
and  any  other  measure  which  may  be  judged  by  this  Com- 
mittee to  be  advancive  of  the  salutary  purposes  of  his  requi- 
sition. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  two  aforego- 


ing Resolves  and  Orders  be  immediately  published  in  Hartd- 
bills,  and  in  all  the  publick  Newspapers  of  this  Colony ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  these  Resolves  be  enclosed  by  the  Chair- 
man to  the  General,  in  the  following  Letter,  to  wit: 

Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  April  18,  1776. 

Your  recommendation  of  yesterday  we  took  into  conside- 
ration immediately  on  receipt  of  it;  and  thereujwn  framed 
the  enclosed  Resolves  and  Orders. 

We  cannot  sufficiently  thank  your  Excellency  for  your 
most  delicate  attention  to  the  civil  Government  of  this  Colo- 
ny ;  and  beg  leave  to  give  you  the  strongest  assurances  that 
we  most  eagerly  embrace  this,  as  we  shall  every  other  op- 
portunity, of  co-operating  with  you  in  every  measure  which 
shall  come  recommended  to  us  with  the  argument  of  publick 
utility. 

We  are,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servants. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 
To  His  Excellency  Major-General  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Letter  be  engrossed, 
and  signed  by  the  Chairman,  and,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  said  Resolutions,  transmitted  to  General  Washington. 

Messieurs  Van  Zandt  and  Randall,  of  the  Marine  Com- 
mittee, informed  the  Committee  of  Safety  that  the  Pilot-Boat 
the  Hampden,  belonging  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony,  is  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania ; 
that  she  cannot  with  safety  be  brought  from  thence,  and  that 
it  is  their  opinion  that  the  said  vessel  should  be  sold. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  furtiier  informed  the  Committee  that  a 
small  quantity  of  goods,  which  arrived  in  the  said  Sloop 
Hampden,  and  belong  to  the  Colony,  are  in  his  custody. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  Marine  Committee,  ap- 
pointed by  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  sell  the 
said  Sloop  at  Philadelphia,  and  pay  the  amount  of  the  sales 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

And  Ordered  further.  That  the  said  Marine  Committee 
do  sell  and  dispose  of  the  said  Goods  and  Merchandise  which 
were  imported  in  the  said  Sloop,  and  pay  the  amount  of  the 
sales  thereof  to  the  said  Treasurer ;  and  that  they  deliver  in 
to  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  an 
account  of  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  said  Sloop  artd 
Goods. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the  City  of  Albany, 
dated  on  the  2d  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  The  said 
Committee  therein  mention  that  the  Officers  in  that  Coun- 
ty, recruiting  for  the  four  Regiments  of  Continental  Troops 
raising  in  this  Colony,  find  great  difficulties  for  want  of 
money ;  that  they  have  understood  that  money  is  allotted 
for  that  service ;  and  they  request  that  some  money  for  the 
said  Troops  may  be  sent  to  them. 

Die  Jovis,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  April  18,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  &ott,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Randall, 

Mr.  Smith,  Colonel  Lott,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Van  Brunt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Banxker. 

Colonel  Rilzema,  by  a  Letter  to  the  Chainnan,  which 
was  read  and  filed,  requests  an  Order  to  Mr.  Norwood,  the 
Commissary  of  Colony  Stores,  for  Anns  for  some  of  the 
men  of  his  Regiment  who  are  destitute. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Nonvood,  Commissary  of 
Colony  Stores,  deliver  to  Colonel  Ritzema,  or  to  such  Cap- 
tains in  his  Regiment  as  shall  have  Colonel  Ritzema's  oiv 
der,  all  the  Muskets  and  Fire-Locks  fit  for  use  now  in  the 
Colony  Store,  in  his  custody ;  and  that  the  said  Commissary 
take  a  receipt  of  Colonel  Ritzema,  or  the  Captains  to  whom 
such  Arms  are  delivered,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be 
accounted  for  and  paid  to  the  Colony. 

A  recommendation  from  Henry  Wisner,  Esq.,  was  read  and 
filed.  He  thereby  recommends  Colonel  Isaac  Nicoll  as  a 
proper  person  for  a  Field-Officer  in  one  of  the  Battalions  to 
be  raised  in  this  Colony. 
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Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKesson  inform  Colonel  Nicoll 
that  there  are  not  any  directions  from  Congress  for  raising 
another  Battahon. 

Die  Veneris,  A.  M.,  April  19,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :    William  Pauldin«:,  Esquire,  Chaimian. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  McDovgall,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr. 
Roosevelt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Rutgers,  Mr. 
Randall. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredweU. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Eveison. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Van  Brunt. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Oiiyper. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  M^ipT  Lock- 
wood,  Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Thomas. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker. 

Mr.  Abraham  De  Peyster,  one  of  the  sub-Committee  of 
the  City  of  iVeif- Yorir,  appointed  to  procure  Houses  for 
Hospitals,  together  with  Mr.  Johii  Berrien,  another  of  the 
Committee  of  New-  York,  attended.  Mr.  De  Peyster  in- 
formed that  the  Barrackmaster-General  had  called  on  him 
for  Houses  for  an  Hospital,  and  that  he  requested  the  advice 
of  this  Committee  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  De  Peyster  was  thereupon  advised  to  endeavour  to 
get  or  procure  empty  Houses,  near  that  already  engaged  for 
that  use. 

Mr.  Francis  Child,  the  Deputy  Sheriff,  attending,  was  ad- 
mitted. He  informed  the  Committee  that  Derby  Doyle  is 
confined  as  a  prisoner  in  the  Jail,  and  requested  directions 
what  is  to  be  done  with  him. 

As  the  said  Derby  Doyle  was  taken  by  military  order 
for  some  correspondence  with,  and  aid  given  to  the  Ministe- 
rial Army  and  Navy,  and  is  a  prisoner  on  that  account,  the 
particulars  whei-eof  are  unknown  to  this  Committee,  Mr. 
Child  was  directed  to  apply  to  the  General  for  directions. 

Mr.  Child  further  requested,  that  in  fixing  on  rooms  in 
the  Jail  for  the  Provost-Marshal  and  Courts-Martial,  the 
Sheriff's  Jail-rooms,  and  the  room  in  which  he  resides,  may 
be  reserved. 

"Benjamin  Waldo,  late  a  Mariner  and  Carpenter  on  board 
of  the  Armed  Schooner  Schuyler,  James  Smith  Commander, 
was  admitted.    He  complains  in  substance : 

1st.  That  Captain  Smith  having  discharged  him,  and 
knowing  that  he  had  refused  to  go  to  sea  with  him,  Cap- 
tain Smith  had  prevented  him  from  being  employed  as  a 
Carpenter  on  board  of  the  armed  vessel  commanded  by 
Captain  Rodgers. 

2d.  That  Captain  Smith  had  violently  beat  and  abused 
him  very  much,  without  any  just  provocation. 

Ordered,  That  the  Doorkeeper  summon  Captain  Smith 
to  attend  at  five  o'clock,  and  the  complainant  to  attend  at 
that  time. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Goshen  Precinct,  in 
Orange  County,  sent  by  Major  Hetjield,  as  the  bearer,  and 
covering  the  accounts  of  the  Blankets  and  Arms  purchased 
by  the  said  Committee,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

«  Goshen  Precinct,  April  16,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  In  obedience  to  a  request  of  the  honourable 
Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  Precinct  hath  purchased  and  delivered  unto 
Captain  Daniel  Denton,  the  number  of  guns  and  blankets 
agreeable  to  the  enclosed  accounts  with  the  voucher,  which 
is  humbly  presented,  with  a  request  that  the  bills  may  be  dis- 
charged by  paying  the  money  unto  Major  Moses  Hetjield. 

"  The  Committee  also  beg  leave  to  inform  your  honourable 
body,  that  we  have  a  number  of  good  muskets,  or  firelocks, 
remaining  on  our  hands,  which  Captain  Denton  would  not 
give  us  his  receipt  for,  because  his  soldiers  did  not  please  to 
take  them.  The  Committee  humbly  conceive  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  Congress  that  the  private  soldiers  of  any 
company  should  have  it  in  their  power  to  reject  the  arms 
purchased  by  the  Committees,  and  adjudged  by  them  fit  for 
the  service ;  and  so  the  guns  consequently  fall  upon  the 
hands  of  those  Committees  who  have  cheerfully  complied 
with  the  request  of  Congress.  Therefore  pray  that  you 
would  be  pleased  to  discharge  the  accounts  which  Major 
Hetjield  will  deliver  to  you  of  those  guns  also,  and  give 


further  directions  to  this  Committee  in  what  manner  you 
would  be  pleased  to  have  them  disposed  of. 

"  I    am,  in   behalf  of  the  Committee,  gentlemen,  your 


most  obedient  servant, 


"John  Hathorn, 


"  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  Precinct  of  Goshen. 

"  To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Colony  of 
New-York." 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  Committee  of  Goshen  Pre- 
cinct, was  read  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  April  19,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  We  are  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
16th  instant,  by  Major  Hetjield.  We  highly  approve  of 
your  conduct  in  having  so  far  supplied  Captain  Denton's 
Company  with  blankets  and  arms. 

Please  to  send  the  five  muskets  which  were  refused,  by 
some  safe,  careful  person,  and  the  first  such  opportunity,  to 
Neiv-Windsor,thtLt  they  be  sent  to  us  by  Captain  Jackson, 
or  some  other  sloop  whose  Captain  may  be  relied  on. 

Major  Hetjield  has  informed  us  that  these  five  arms  are 
good  muskets,  and  that  it  is  his  opinion  that  several  more 
very  good  arms  may  be  purchased  in  your  Precinct. 

We  therefore  earnestly  request  you  to  purchase  as  many 
more  good  arms  as  you  can  get  at  reasonable  prices,  and 
transmit  them  to  us  as  above  directed. 

We  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  ser- 
vants. 
To  the  Committee  of  Goshen  Precinct,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed  and  signed, 
and  transmitted. 

Colonef  Gilbert  Drake,  one  of  the  Members  of  Westches- 
ter County,  brought  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  a  Bill  of 
the  money  emitted  by  the  late  Provincial  Congress,  which 
is  erased  and  altered  ;  having  been  issued  of  the  value  of  five 
Dollai-s,  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  changed  to  a  Bill  of 
the  value  of  ten  Dollars,  and  the  names. 

Sir:  This  Committee  having  received  information  that 
some  of  the  bills  of  the  late  emission  of  money  struck  by  the 
Congress  for  the  publick  service  have  been  counterfeited,  and 
are  now  passing  in  your  County,  you  are  requested  forth- 
with to  call  the  General  Committee  of  the  County  together, 
and  take  every  step  in  your  power  to  discover  the  counter- 
feiter or  counterfeiters,  and  those  who  have  passed  the  said 
bills,  knowing  them  to  be  counterfeit.  For  this  purpose  you 
are  to  order  the  persons  accused  to  be  brought  before  you, 
and  to  examine  on  oath  the  witnesses  for  and  against  the 
accused,  and  transmit  the  whole  of  your  proceedings  to  this 
Committee,  or  to  the  Congress  if  they  are  sitting,  that  they 
may  make  further  order  thereb. 

If  upon  the  evidence  that  may  be  offered,  your  Commit- 
tee shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  of  the  persons  accused  are 
guilty,  in  that  case  you  are  forthwith  to  order  them  into 
close  custody  ;  and  if,  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence,  it 
should  appear  to  you  doubtful  whether  they  are  guilty,  in 
that  case  you  are  to  take  good  security  that  the  prisoner  or 
prisoners  do  appear  before  the  Congress  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  may  appoint.  But,  if  after  hearing  the  whole 
of  the  evidence,  you  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  accused 
are  not  guilty,  you  are  to  discharge  them. 

We  are,  &tc. 
To  Thomas  Thomas,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 

of  Westchester  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Letter  be  engrossed  and 
signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  draft  of  Instructions  to  Captain  William  Rodgers, 
Commander  of  the  Armed  Sloop  Montgomery,  were  reported 
by  Mr.  Randall,  and  read  and  approved,  and  are  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Sir  :  As  the  Armed  Sloop  Montgomery,  whereof  you  are 
Commander,  is  now  completely  fitted  in  a  wariike  manner, 
our  orders  are  that  you  repair  on  board  with  your  officers 
and  men,  and  proceed  to  sea,  and  act  against  the  enemies 
of  the  United  Colonies,  agreeable  to  your  Instructions  from 
the  Congress. 

You  are  to  cruise  along  shore  on  our  coasts  any  where 
between  Sandy-Hook  and  Cape-May,  or  from  Sandy-Hook 
to  the  east  end  of  Long-Island.     You  are  always  to  keep 
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some  inlet  under  your  lee,  so  that  you  may  secure  a  retreat 
from  a  superior  force.  Be  careful  to  send  such  prizes  as 
you  may  take  into  some  place  of  safety  in  the  United  Colo- 
nies. It  is  very  necessary  to  have  a  good  Pilot  on  board  ; 
and  also  that  you  make  yourself  well  acquainted  on  the 
coast.  You  are  to  assist  any  of  the  friends  of  the  United 
Colonies  by  every  means  in  your  power,  and  assist  to  carry 
them  into  some  place  of  safety ;  and  where  different  objects 
for  assistance  offer  at  the  same  time,  you  are  to  give  the  pre- 
ference to  the  vessels  and  inhabitants  of  this  Colony.  You 
are  always,  and  by  every  opportunity,  to  advise  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony  of  your 
proceedings. 

We  wish  you  success,  and  remain  your  friends  and  hum- 
ble servants. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed  by 
the  Chairman,  and  delivered  to  the  said  William  Rogers. 

This  Committee  having  taken  into  consideration  the  Re- 
solutions and  recommendations  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
on  the  21st  o( March  last,  for  promoting  the  growth  of  Hemp 
and  Flax,  and  the  increase  of  Wool,  and  the  erecting  and 
establishing  Manufactories  in  this  Colony,  agreed  upon  an 
essay  and  recommendations,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  April  19,  1776. 

The  Continental  Congress  have,  by  Resolve,  on  the  21st 
of  March  last,  recommended  it  to  the  several  Assemblies, 
Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety,  and 
Committees  of  Correspondence  and  Inspection,  that  they 
exert  their  utmost  endeavours  to  promote,  among  other 
things,  the  culture  of  Hemp,  Flax,  and  Cotton,  and  the 
growth  of  Wool  in  the  United  Colonies. 

It  is  therefore  most  earnestly  recommended  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony  to  attend  to  the  following  considerations, 
which,  exclusive  of  the  best  regard  to  the  publick  good, 
must  engage  every  Farmer,  from  a  just  attention  to  his  own 
private  interest,  to  the  increase  of  the  staples  of  Hemp,  Flax, 
and  Wool. 

By  the  restraints  which  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
have  most  tyrannically  imposed  on  our  commerce,  and  the 
danger  thence  arising  on  the  exportation  of  Provisions,  the 
husbandman  has  no  inducement  to  employ  his  skill  and 
industry  in  the  produce  of  those  articles,  beyond  the  neces- 
sity of  home  consumption.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  the 
culture  of  grain  must,  under  our  present  circumstances,  na- 
turally diminish.  This  diminution  ought,  from  motives  both 
of  private  interest  and  publick  utility,  to  be  compensated  for 
by  the  improvement  of  our  lands,  in  such  a  way  as  will  most 
infallibly  be  attended  with  great  profit  to  the  landholder.  As, 
by  the  danger  to  which  our  exports  are  exposed,  the  usual 
growth  of  grain  will  necessarily  be  discouraged,  it  will  be 
laudable  economy  to  devote  a  larger  part  of  our  lands  than 
usual  to  the  culture  of  Hemp  and  Flax,  and  the  pasturing 
of  Sheep. 

The  present  great  scarcity  of  Linen  and  Woollen  Goods 
will  be  increased  to  a  distressing  degree  by  the  continuance 
of  arbitrary  Parliamentary  restraints  on  our  Trade,  and  pru- 
dent Continental  restrictions  on  our  imports  ;  the  latter  of 
which  would,  indeed,  necessarily  fail,  were  there  no  other 
reasons  for  it  than  the  want  of  sufficient  exports  to  support 
them.  From  this  scarcity  we  may,  in  a  great  measure,  be 
relieved,  without  loss  to  the  publick,  and  with  manifest  profit 
to  the  farmer,  by  improving  our  lands  in  such  a  manner  as 
will  furnish  both  clothing  and  employment  for  our  inhabi- 
tants. Our  soil  and  climate  naturally  invite  us  to  it ;  but  our 
necessities,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  husbandman,  clearly 
command  it.  It  is  doubtless  the  most  advantageous  use  to 
which,  in  ordinary  times,  we  can  apply  our  lands  ;  but,  at 
this  juncture,  the  advantage*  will  be  so  highly  improved  by 
the  enhanced  prices  of  Hemp,  Flax,  and  Wool,  that  every 
farmer  who  neglects  to  take  uncommon  pains  for  the  in- 
crease of  those  necessary  articles,  will  be  most  culpably 
inattentive  to  the  general  weal,  and  his  own  private  inte- 
rest. Little,  therefore,  would  need  to  be  said  on  this  head, 
we^e  we  not  urged  to  it  by  its  vast  importance.  For  this 
reason,  this  Committee  do  earnestly  recommend  it  to  every 
farmer  in  this  Colony  to  exert  himself  to  raise  large  quan- 
tities of  Hemp  and  Flax,  and  to  increase  his  stock  and  im- 
prove his  breed  of  Sheep.  And  in  order  to  increase  the 
breed  of  Sheep,  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Colony  not  to  kill  any  Lambs  nor  any  Ewes 
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under  four  years  old,  until  further  order  of  the  Provincial 
Congress.  And  lest  any  farmers  or  butchers  should  be 
so  far  lost  to  all  sense  of  ])ublick  virtue  as  to  disregard  this 
recommendation  concerning  the  increase  of  our  flocks  of 
Sheep,  it  is  most  ardently  recommended  to  the  inhabitants 
of  this  City  totally  to  abstain  from  the  purchase  of  Lamb, 
and  of  such  Ewe  mutton  as  they  shall  discover  to  have  been, 
at  the  time  of  killing,  under  four  years  old  ;  and  are  requested 
to  report  to  this  Committee,  or  the  Provincial  Congress,  all 
sue!)  persons  as  shall  attempt  to  sell  or  piu'chase  any  Lamb 
or  Mutton  contrary  to  this  recommendation. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Recommendations  be  forth- 
with published  in  all  the  publick  Newspapers  in  this  Colony. 

The  Committee  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Die  Veneris,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  April  19,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursiiant  to  adjournment. 

Present  Mr.  William  Paulding,  Chairman. 
For  New-York.— Mr.  Scott,   Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Smith, 

Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Rutgers. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson.  • 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Van  Brunt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker. 

Garret  Kip  and  Benjamin  Burroughs  informed  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  that  William  Winterton,  who  was  lately 
employed  in  the  Ministerial  service  on  the  Pest-Island,  is  in 
this  City,  and  may  be  apprehended. 

Thereupon,  a  Warrant  was  made  to  Captain  William  W. 
Gilbert,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  of  Safety  being  informed  that  William 
Winterton,  who  was  lately  employed  in  the  Ministerial  ser- 
vice, on  the  Pest-Island,  is  now  in  this  City,  and  may  be 
apprehended : 

Ordered,  That  Captain  William  W.  Gilbert,  or  any  other 
officer  of  the  Militia  in  this  City,  possessed  of  a  copy  of  this 
order,  do  exert  himself  (with  such  of  his  corps  or  company 
as  he  may  think  proper  to  command  on  that  service)  to  ap- 
prehend the  said  William  Winterton,  and  him  safely  keep, 
and  bring  him  before  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  be  exa- 
mined. 

The  Warrant  issued  to  Mr.  W.  Watkins,  as  Lieutenant 
in  Captain  Van  Wyck's  Company,  in  the  Regiment  where- 
of Colonel  McDougall  is  Colonel,  was  returned,  and  Mr. 
John  Reid  is  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  in  that  Com- 
pany, in  his  stead,  on  condition  that  he  iiilist  thirty  men  in 
three  weeks. 

Major  Malcom  Morrison  having  some  time  since  returned 
his  Commission  as  Major  and  resigned,  and  Captain  John 
Schenck  being  recommended  as  a  proper  person  to  fill  that 
office,  and  the  next  in  rank  in  that  Regiment, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Schenck  be  appointed  to 
the  vacant  Majority  in  the  Regiment  of 

A  Letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  Esquire,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Rhinebeck  Precinct,  Dutchess  County,  dated 
die  13th  instant,  was  read  and  filed. 

The  said  Letter  ui  forms  that  the  Committee  of  the  said 
Precinct  had  lately  committed  Mordecai  Lester,  Esq.,  and 
a  certain  Frederick  Klein,  to  the  Jail  in  Kingston,  in  Ulster 
County,  as  the  peace  and  security  of  the  Precinct  rendered 
the  confinement  of  those  persons  absolutely  necessary  ;  tliat 
the  Committee  at  Kingston  had  requested  of  that  Committee 
to  make  provision  for  the  support  of  the  Prisoners  they  had 
sent  there ;  that,  in  pursuance  thereof,  the  Rhinebeck  Com- 
mittee had  personally  engaged  for  the  support  o^  Doughty, 
Lester,  and  Klein. 

The  residue  of  the  said  Letter  requested  that  means  may 
be  devised  to  make  the  maintenance  of  these  Prisoners  a 
publick  .charge,  and  assigned  reasons  for  such  request. 

On  reading  the  said  Letter  from  Egbert  Benson,  Esquire, 
Chairman  of  Rhinebeck  Precinct, 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Kingston, 
in  Ulster  County,  be  requested  to  furnish  to  Frederick  Kleyn, 
a  prisoner  now  confined  in  the  Jail  at  Kingston  by  order  of 
the  Committee  of  Rhinebeck  Precinct,  in  Dutchess  County, 
such  Provisions  as  he  may  necessarily  stand  in  need  of  for  his 
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subsistance  rluring  Iiis  confinement,  and  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee transmit  an  account  of  the  expense  to  this  Committee, 
or  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  for  payment. 

Ordered  further,  That  the  said  Committee  of  Kingston 
be  requested  to  provide,  in  the  same  manner,  for  Timothy 
Donghty  and  Mordecai  Lester,  other  Prisoners  in  the  same 
Jail,  provided  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said 
Committee  that  they  hav(!  not  estates  or  means  sufficient  to 
«nable  them  to  provide  for  themselves. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Rhinebeck  Pre- 
cinct was  read  and  approved  of;  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

Gentlemen  :  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  directed  to 
the  member  attending  from  the  County  of  Dutchess,  w  as 
this  day  presented  by  Mr.  Ecerson,  and  immediately  taken 
into  consideration. 

The  Committee,  confiding  in  the  prudence  of  the  Rhine- 
IccJc  Committee  in  apprehending  and  securing  those  per- 
sons whose  conduct  is  inimical,  and  where  their  confinement 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  peace  and  security  of  the 
Precinct,  highly  approve  of  your  ^conduct  with  respect  to 
Doughty,  Lester,  and  Klein. 

Enclosed  is  the  copy  of  an  order  transmitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee o(  Kingston,  relative  to  the  support  of  your  prisonei-s, 
now  in  their  custody. 

As  the  meeting  of  a  new  Congress  is  near  at  hand,  this 
Committee  does  not  think  it  prudent  to  make  the  order 
more  general  at  present,  leaving  the  matter  for  the  conside- 
ration of  Congress  on  future  application. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  very  humble  servants. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Committee  of  iJAtne- 
beck  Precinct,  Dutchess  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Die  Sabbati,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  April  20,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pureuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Winiam  Paulding,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Mr.  Denning,  Mr. 

Randall,  Mr.  Rutgers. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Van  Brunt. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Orange  County,  dated 
the  18th  instant,  was  read  and  filed.  They  thereby  recom- 
mend Mr.  Seth  Marvin  for  a  Captain,  and  Joshua  Brotvn 
for  First  Lieutenant  of  a  Company  in  the  four  Regiments  of 
Continental  Troops  raising  in  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Seth  Marvin,  who  is  attending,  be 
informed  that  there  is  not  at  present  any  vacancy  for  a  Cap- 
tain, as  the  returns  of  the  warrants  issued  by  Congress  are 
not  received. 

Another  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Orange  County, 
dated  the  same  day,  was  also  read.  They  thereby  request 
a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  allowing  a  certain  sum 
out  of  the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  their  County  Committee, 
and  have  therein  inserted  an  order  for  the  payment  of  the 
said  money  to  Mr.  Seth  Marvin,  the  bearer. 

Mr.  Seth  Marvin  was  informed  that,  for  want  of  money, 
the  said  order  cannot  be  complied  with. 

A  draft  of  a  I^etter  to  the  Committee  of  Orange,  was  read 
and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Sir:  The  order  of  the  Committee  of  the  18th  instant, 
for  payment  of  the  money  allotted  to  your  County,  has  been 
received  and  read.  We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  inform 
you  that  the  drafts  on  our  Treasury  have  been  so  great  that 
It  is  become  empty.    We  hope  soon  to  have  it  replenished. 

A  copy  of  the  order  of  Congress,  for  advancing  to  your 
County  two  hundred  pounds,  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by 
the  next  opportunity.  If  you  should  appoint  any  other 
person  to  receive  the  money  hereafter,  you  will  please  to 
draw  an  order  similar  to  the  one  now  sent,  mentioning  the 
name  of  the  person  whom  you  shall  direct  to  receive  it. 

We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  humble  servants. 

1o  Elihu  Marvin,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  tlie  Committee  of 
Orange  County. 


Captain  fVynkoop  requested  an  order  to  the  Contractor 
to  supply  him  with  Rations  of  Provisions  for  his  Mariners 
inlistcd  for  the  service  on  the  Lakes. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston  from  time  to 
time  supply  Captain  Jacobus  Wynkoop  widi  Rations,  from 
Monday  last,  included,  while  he  continues  in  this  City,  (or 
the  Seamen  raised  for  the  service  on  the  Lakes,  and  for  the 
said  Captain,  according  to  Captain  IVynkoop's  Returns, 
taking  receipts  for  the  same. 

Mr.  Chairman  informed  this  Committee  that  a  certain 
Laac  Ncvaro  is  confined  in  the  Jail  ;  that  he  has  made 
inquiry,  and  finds  that  he  has  been  there  committed  without 
any,  or  on  slight  grounds. 

Ordered,  That  Alexander  Moncrief,  the  Keeper  of  the 
Jail  set  apart  for  the  confinement  of  Prisoners  committed 
by  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  this  Committee,  or  the 
General  Committee  of  this  City,  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  direct- 
ed to  discharge  Isaac  Ncvaro  from  his  confinement ;  and 
that  he  be  permitted  to  go  at  large. 

Die  Mercurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  April  24,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present: 

For  Nf.w-York. — C'olonel  McDougall,  Mr.  P^an  Zandt, 
Mr.  Randall,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Major  Stouienburgh. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Van  Cortlandt,  Colonel  Jo- 
seph Drake. 

For  Dutchess. — Mr.  Everson. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polheimis. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

Colonel  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  was  unanimously  chosen 
Chairman. 

Captain  Jacobus  Wynkoop  attended  the  Committee,  and 
infonned  that  he  has  inlisted  the  number  of  Seamen  wanted 
for  the  Lakes,  and  is  ready  to  proceed  by  the  first  opportu- 
nity, which  he  expects  will  be  to-morrow ;  and  requested  a 
Letter  to  General  Schuyler,  informing  him  on  what  condi- 
tions Mr.  Wynkoop  has  entered  into  the  service. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  prepare  a  draft  of 
such  a  Letter. 

Mr.  Randall,  of  the  Marine  Committee,  informed  that  he 
had  at  different  times  waited  on  the  General,  and  spoken  to 
him  about  the  Armed  Vessels  fitted  out  by  this  Colony,  of 
which  the  General  had  requested  the  loan  ;  that  agreeable 
to  the  sentiments  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  on  a  former 
day,  he  had  offered  one  or  both  of  the  Sloops  to  the  General 
on  Continental  account ;  that  the  General  appeared  disin- 
clined to  take  them,  or  either  of  them,  on  those  conditions  ; 
that  the  Marine  Committee  had  agreed  to  lend  him  two  of  the 
vessels  for  service  in  the  bay,  and  to  send  the  third  to  sea. 
Mr.  Randall  further  reported,  that  Captain  Smith  has  only 
twelve  men,  and  wants  eighteen  more  to  man  the  Sloop 
Schuyler ;  and  that  the  General  intimates  that  if  he  supplies 
the  other  men  wanting  in  the  said  sloop,  he  would  expect  to 
appoint  the  master  and  officei-s  on  board. 

Captain  James  Smith  was  called  in.  He  says  that  he  does 
not  expect  that  he  can  inlist  the  men  wanting  in  the  said 
sloop  in  this  City,  but  imagines  that  he  could  get  them  in 
the  neighbourhood  in  the  East  River. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randall  wait  on  the  General  and  in- 
form him  that  the  Committee  are  ready  to  lend  the  Sloop 
Schuyler  to  the  General,  agreeable  to  former  promise,  as  soon 
as  a  sufficient  number  of  men  can  be  obtained  for  her ;  and 
that  if  the  General  chooses  to  take  the  said  sloop  on  Con- 
tinental account,  at  the  expense  of  her  purchase  and  outfit, 
she  shall  be  delivered  to  his  order. 

Colonel  McDougall  returned  to  the  Committee  the  War- 
rant formerly  issued  to  Mr. Lightburne,  as  Second 

Lieutenant  of  Captain  Wyley's  Company,  in  the  First  Re- 
giment, Mr.  Lightburne  having  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  a  Warrant  be  issued  to  Henry  Douw  Trip, 
as  Second  Lieutenant  in  Captain  Wyley's  Company,  in  the 
stead  of  Mr.  Lightburne,  on  condition  that  he  inlist  and  bring 
to  the  Company  thirty  men  in  three  weeks. 

Mr.  Francis  Child  attended  and  was  admitted.  He  in- 
formed the  Committee  that  five  Prisoners,  who  were  formerly 
confined  below,  under  the  care  of  Moncrief,  are  now  in  the 
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upper  Jails  among  the  debtors,  where  they  are  very  trouble- 
some, and  do  great  mischief ;  that  the  Provost-Marshal 
refuses  to  let  them  be  below  in  the  prison ;  and  Mr.  Child 
requests  that  they  may  be  removed  out  of  the  Sherift''s  pri- 
son. Mr.  Child  further  informed  that  the  Provost-Marslial 
has  maltreated  the  turnkey  of  the  Jail,  and  some  other  per- 
sons in  the  Jail,  without  any  provocation. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Randall  inform  the  General  ttiat  the 
Provost-Marshal's  conduct  is  very  troublesome  to  the  Jailer 
and  his  Prisoners,  and  inconsistent  with  peace  and  good  order 
in  the  Jail ;  and  that  he  further  inform  that  the  Jail  does 
not  contain  rooms  sufficient  to  admit  the  Provost-Marshal 
to  continue  there  with  his  Prisoners,  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  Prisoners  in  the  custody  of  the  Sheriff,  and  of 
those  committed  by  the  Provincial  Congress,  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  and  the  General  Committee  of  this  City,  for  con- 
duct inimical  to  the  liberties  of  this  country. 

And  Ordered,  That  Alexander  Moncrief,  the  Jailer  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  take  the  care  and 
chaise  of  William  McDermot,  William  Alder,  Joseph  Wool- 
combe,  Thomas  Remington  Harris,  and  William  Metcalf, 
into  his  custody,  together  with  all  the  other  Prisoners  which 
were  heretofore  in  his  custody,  and  confine  them  in  the  room 
or  Jail  below,  where  they  were  formerly  confined. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  said  Alexander  Moncrief  have 
and  keep  the  key  of  the  said  room,  and  the  care  and  cus- 
tody of  all  the  said  Prisoners,  without  any  interruption,  until 
further  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  of  this  Commit- 
tee of  Safety. 

And  Ordered  further,  That  if  Thomas  Vernon*  shall 
hereafter  behave  refractory,  or  do  any  damage  to  the  place 
of  his  confinement  during  the  time  that  he  shall  be  a  pri- 
soner, that  in  such  case  the  said  Jailer  do  confine  the  said 
Thomas  Vernon  in  irons,  or  otherwise,  at  his  discretion. 

Captain  Nathan  Pearce,  Jun.,  from  Dutchess  County, 
attending,  was  admitted.  He  produced  his  warrant,  dated 
the  27th  of  February  last,  in  which  Dusenberry  antl  Piatt 
are  named  as  his  Lieutenants,  and  Thornton  as  his  Ensign. 
Captain  Pearce  reported  that  he  has  sixty-two  men  who  are 
inlisted  and  ready  for  service,  and  requests  directions. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  JSathan  Pearce,  with  his  Offi- 
.  cers  and  Company,  be  a  part  of  Colonel  Ritzema's  Regi- 
ment, and  that  he  immediately  apply  to  Colonel  Ritzema 
and  take  his  directions. 

And  Ordered  further.  That  Captain  Pearce  apply  to  the 
County  Committee,  or  to  the  Committees  of  the  Precincts 
in  Dutchess  County,  to  supply  his  men  with  Blankets,  and 
with  as  many  such  good  Arms  as  are  fit  for  use,  of  those 
taken  from  disaffected  persons  in  their  County,  as  will  be 
sufficient  to  arm  his  whole  Company ;  and  all  Committees 
in  that  County  are  requested  to  exert  themselves  to  supply 
this  Company,  and  all  the  other  Companies  inlisted  in  that 
County,  with  Blankets  and  good  Arms. 

Die  Merourii,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  April  24, 1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  Randall,  Cap- 
tain Denning. 

For  Albanv. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Trcdwell. 

•  TIte  humble  Addvest  of  Thojias  Veiixos. — To  the  honourable  the 
Committee  of  Nkw-Yobk. 

Gentlemf.x  :  I  liope  these  few  lines  will  move  you  into  a  considera- 
tion to  consider  on  the  distressed  circumstance  of  a  poor  prisoner,  who 
has  a  sickly  wife,  and  a  great  family,  having  nothing  to  support  them 
with  but  by  my  daily  labour,  and  being  bereft  of  it,  it  will  be  the  reason 
of  my  family  coming  on  the  Parish.  I  have  been  confined  for  thirty 
days,  in  a  dark  dungeon,  without  the  least  assistance  of  provision,  except 
from  my  own  family,  and  but  very  little  of  that.  Lord  Ulirling-  has  been 
here  last  Sunday,  and  has  discharged  some  of  the  prisoners,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  said  he  would  discharge  me;  but  he  left  it  to  the  disposal 
of  the  Committee,  and  did  imagine  they  had  given  me  a  hearing  before 
this.  I  should  he  very  nmch  obligated  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee 
if  they  would  be  so  kind  as  to  give  me  a  hearing  this  afternoon,  as  I  may 
know  what  is  alleged  against  me;  and  shall  conclude  with  the  assistance 
of  anything  that  possibly  lies  in  my  power,  for  the  gloriouii  and  honour- 
able cause  oi  America. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  most  faithful  and  trusty  servant, 

Thomas  Vebsow. 
To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  City  of  J\'evi-York. 


For  Westchester. — Colonel  V.  Cortlandt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Andrew  Billings,  of  the  22d  of 
April  instant,  was  received  and  read.  He  therein  request- 
ed a  detennination  of  this  Committee,  that  Subaltern  Offi- 
cers may  continue  in  his  service.  The  recommendation  from 
the  County  Committee  of  Dutchess  County,  recommending 
the  Subaltern  Officers  of  Captain  Billings's  Company,  was 
also  read.  They  thereby  recommend  David  Baldwin  for 
First  Lieutenant,  Elihu  Marshall  for  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Thomas  Cole,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  those  gentlemen  stand  confirmed  as  the 
Subaltern  Officers  of  Captain  Billings's  Company. 

The  Letter  from  Captain  Andrew  Billings,  of  the  11th 
'instant,  was  read.  He  therein  mentions  two  Guns,  to  wit : 
a  Musket  and  Fowling-piece  found  by  his  men,  hid  in  straw 
under  a  barn  at  Mrs.  Strieker's  farm,  in  the  Out  Ward  of 
the  City  of  New-  York,  and  mentions  the  particulars  relating 
thereto ;  that  he  had  left  a  billet  in  writing,  informing  Mr. 
Staple  that  he  had  taken  the  Arms,  and  would  keep  them 
until  he  received  orders. 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  Captain  Billings, 
directing  him  to  get  the  Arms  valued  by  persons  who  are 
competent  judges  of  their  price ;  that  he  deliver  the  Musket 
to  such  one  of  his  soldiers  as  may  choose  to  take  it  at  the 
valuation  ;  and  that  he  retain  the  Fowling-piece  till  further 
order,  and  inform  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  the  valuation  of  each. 

Sir:  Both  of  your  letters  were  delivered  by  Lieutenant 
Marshall,  and  immediately  taken  into  consideration.  En- 
closed is  a  certified  copy  of  the  determination  of  this  Com- 
mittee with  respect  to  your  subalterns. 

As  to  the  arms  taken  at  Mrs.  Strieker's  on  your  passage 
up,  you  are  directed  to  have  them  valued  by  persons  who 
are  competent  judges  of  their  price.  The  musket  you' may 
put  in  the  hands  of  such  one  of  your  soldiers  as  may  choose 
to  take  it  at  the  valuation ;  the  fowling-piece  you  are  to 
retain  until  further  order,  and  inform  the  Provincial  Congress 
or  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  valuation  of  each. 

We  are  informed  that  Mrs.  Strieker  has  made  great  com- 
plaints of  the  rudeness  of  your  men  when  at  her  house,  by 
treating  her  with  indecent  language,  and  carrying  off  eggs, 
and  bed-clothes,  &c.  We  hope  you  will  exert  yourself  and 
prevent  such  behaviour  in  future,  especially  towards  a  female, 
and  that  you  will  see  that  compensation  is  made,  if  the  com- 
plaint is  well  founded. 

We  are,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
By  order. 
To  Captain  Andrew  Billings,  Fort  Montgomery. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

Several  weeks  being  elapsed  since  the  extracts  of  tlie  Re- 
solutions of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  recommen- 
dations of  this  Committee  for  the  disarming  of  disaffected 
persons,  were  despatched  to  the  County  Committees ;  no 
Returns  being  as  yet  made,  and  Arms  much  wanted  for  the 
Troops,  the  following  draft  of  a  Letter,  to  be  sent  to  the 
County  Committees,  was  read  and  approved  of,  viz: 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  April  24,  1778. 

Sir  :  As  it  must  be  evident  at  first  sight,  that  troops  with- 
out arms  will  be  only  a  useless  expense  to  the  publick,  we 
hoped  that,  on  the  receipt  of  the  former  directions  for  carry- 
ing into  execution  the  resolutions  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress for  disarming  disaffected  persons,  the  Committees  would 
have  complied  with  a  measure  of  such  evident  necessity  with- 
out delay.  But  as  we  have  not  heard  what  steps  have  been 
taken  in  consequence  thereof  in  your  County,  we  think  it 
necessary  to  request  that  you  will  exert  yourself  to  cause 
the  said  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  to  be  fully 
executed,  if  not  already  done  ill  your  County,  according 
to  said  directions,  as  soon  as  possible,  for  arms  are  much 
wanted. 

We  are,  most  respectfully,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 

Ordered,  That  several  copies  of  the  above  Letter  be  en- 
grossed, and  signed  by  the  Chairman,  and  that  the  Secreta- 
ries direct  and  transmit  one  to  the  Chairman  of  each  County 
Committee  in  this  Colony. 

Captain  Jacobus  Rosckrans  attending,  with  sundry  other 
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Officers,  they  were  admitted.  Captain  Roselcrans  requested 
Crocus  or  Beds  for  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to  Captain 
Rosekrans  Crocus  or  Beds  for  a  full  Company,  and  take 
his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Captain  Abraham  Stvariwoui,  oi  Dutchess  County,  re- 
quested the  supply  of  sundry  articles  engaged  to  the  Troops 
raised  in  this  Colony,  for  fifty  men  inlisted  in  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to  Captain 
Swariyout  a  due  proportion  of  each  article,  (ordered  to  he 
provided  for  the  Troops  raising  for  the  defence  of  this  Co- 
lony,) for  fifty  men  of  his  Company,  and  take  his  receipt  for 
the  same. 

And  Ordered  further,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to 
Captain  John  Belknap  a  due  proportion  of  each  article  or- 
dered to  be  provided  for  the  Troops  raising  for  the  defence 
of  this  Colony,  for  a  full  Company,  and  take  a  receipt  for 
the  same. 

Die  Jovis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  April  25,  1776. 

Tlie  Committee  met  pursuant  tcJ  adjournment. 

Present :  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Major  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Van  Zandt, 

Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Ra7idaU,  Capt.  Denning,  Colonel  Lott, 

Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker. 
For  Albany. — ^Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhcmus. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

A  Letter  from  Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  dated  at  Albany, 
on  the  7th  day  of  ^^n7  instant,  was  read.  For  the  reasons 
therein  mentioned,  requesting  that  four  hundred  barrels  of 
Pork  may  be  sent  to  him  for  the  use  of  the  Northern  Army, 
to  be  replaced  by  the  like  quantity  ordered  from  Connecticut 
by  Contractors  appointed  by  General  Lee, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Van  Zandt  and  Mr.  Randallwait  on 
General  Washington,  and  show  him  the  said  Letter. 

Messrs.  Van  Zandt  and  Randall  returned,  and  reported 
that  the  General  had  informed  them  that  the  four  hundred 
barrels  of  Pork  ordered  from  Connecticut  was  coming  down, 
and  might  be  soon  expected,  and  that  it  will  go  to  Albany 
without  unloading ;  but  that  the  General  requested  that  the 
said  Letter  might  be  shown  to  Colonel  Trumbull,  Commis- 
sary-General. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  show  the  said  Let- 
ter to  Colonel  Trumbull. 

Alexander  Moncrief  informed  the  Committee,  that  the 
Provost-Marshal  of  the  Army  refuses  to  let  him  have  the 
use  of  the  Jail-Room  which  he  formerly  had,  and  that  he  is 
thereby  hitherto  prevented  from  obeying  the  order  of  this 
Committee,  given  to  him  yesterday  with  relation  to  sundry 
Prisoners  therein  named.  * 

Mr.  Randall  informed  the  Committee  that  his  son  has  an 
inclination  to  purchase  the  Sloop  Bishop  of  Landaff,  and 

*  New- York,  Jlpril  24,*  1776. 

HosounABLE  Sib:  I  went  according  to  your  direction  to  Colonel 
MiJJIin;  I  gave  your  compliments  to  the  Colonel,  desiring  if  he  would  be 
pleased  to  hear  my  complaint  on  the  Provost-Marshal  of  the  Army,  and  to 
give  me  redress  for  the  abuse  he  gave  me.  His  Honour  was  pleased  to 
say  he  would  look  into  it,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  rude  proceedings  of  said 
Provost-Marshal.  Whether  Colonel  Miffiin  hixs  spoken  to  him  on  that 
subject,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  still  the  said  Provost  goes  on  at  me  with  most 
scandalous  abuse,  that  the  like  I  never  got  since  ever  I  could  remember 
myself.  So  much  of  this  abuse  proceeds  from  clashes  and  lies  that  Thomas 
Varnom,  hatter,  now  a  prisoner  in  Jail,  told  on  me  to  the  said  Provost : 
that  when  I  had  the  prisoners  in  charge,  that  I  used  them  ill,  and  barba- 
rously abused  them ;  likewise  drew  money  from  the  treasury  for  prison- 
ers, and  never  gave  said  moneys  to  them,  but  they  were  obliged  to  main- 
tain themselves.  This  the  Provost-Marshal  upbraids  me  with,  in  a  clamo- 
rous and  satirick  manner,  by  the  base  report  of  that  infamous  liar,  Varnom; 
and  when  this  matter  is  tried  and  examined,  I  will  prove  said  Varnom  to 
be  an  infamous  fellow ;  and  for  my  part  am  confident  that  I  am  innocent 
of  what  is  laid  to  my  charge,  and  will  prove  myself  to  be  a  person  faith- 
ful to  trust,  and  an  honest  man ;  requesting  of  your  Honour  to  bring 
this  matter  to  a  trial  or  examination. 

The  Provost-Marshal  is  very  much  concerned  about  Varnom.  He  finds 
a  vast  many  faults  with  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  detaining  of  said 
Varnom  in  prison,  and  promises  him  he  will  apply  to  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  for  his  enlargement,  or  releasement  out  of  prison. 

I  am,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Alfxasder  Mokcrief. 
To  the  Honourable  Coloael  McJDougall.JVew-rork. 


therefore  he  would  not  choose  to  be  concerned  in  making  the 
sale. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  informed  the  Committee  that  Mr.  Robert 
Randall  had  offered  four  hundred  Pounds  for  the  s-aid  Sloop, 
and  he  requested  their  advice  in  the  premises.  The  Com- 
mittee were  of  opinion  that  the  said  Sloop  is  worth  more, 
and  desired  that  Mr.  Robert  Randall  should  be  informed 
thereof,  and  know  the  utmost  that  he  would  offer. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,*  dated  the  24th 
instant,  was  read  and  filed.  He  diereby  informs  that  Captain 
Hi/at  with  his  Officers  have  seventy  men  ready  for  the  ser- 
vice ;  that  on  encouragement  formerly  given  him,  he  has 
waited  to  know  if  there  is  any  vacancy  for  the  Company. 
Captain  Hyat  was  desired  to  call  in  the  afternoon. 

Two  Letters  from  General  Washington,  one  dated  the 
20di  and  the  other  the  24th,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Scott  to  prepare 
a  draft  of  an  Answer. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  be  desired  to  ntake 
a  Return  of  the  state  of  his  Regiment  to  this  Committee, 
with  all  possible  despatch. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  Major-General  Schuyler,  to  be  de- 
livered by  Captain  Wynkoop,  was  read  and  approved,  and  is 
in  die  words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-York,  April  S.'j,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  requesting  seamen  for 
the  service  on  the  lakes,  came  to  hand  on  the  16th.  The 
Provincial  Congress  on  that  day  sent  Captain  Wynkoop  to 
Major  Douglass  on  that  subject.  His  answer  was  not  satis- 
factory. The  Committee  of  Safety  wrote  to  him.  His 
letter  in  answer  was  in  our  opinion  indeterminate.  Captain 
Wynkoop  was  ready  for  the  service,  but  refused  to  serve 
under  Major  Douglass.  The  Committee  of  Safety  inmie- 
diately  recominended  Captain  Wynkoop  to  Congress  for  the 
command,  enclosing  copies  of  all  the  letters  on  that  subject, 
and  requesting  they  would  give  immediate  directions,  which 
we  have  not  yet  received.  On  the  13th  instant,  on  sight 
of  your  letter  to  the  General,  we  found  that  W&pr  Douglass 
was  gone  to  Connecticut.  We  then  prevailed  on  Captain 
Wynkoop  to  undertake  that  service,  on  condition  to  have 
leave  to  resign  and  leave  that  department  if  any  person 
should  arrive  there  to  take  the  command  of  the  vessels  as  his 
superior.  Nothing  but  the  pressing  necessity  of  the  case, 
an  attachment  to  the  service,  the  cause  of  his  country,  and 
to  you,  sir,  as  his  General,  would  have  prevailed  on  Cap- 
tain Wynkoop  to  inlist  the  men,  and  proceed  to  put  the  ves- 
sels in  order,  under  the  present  uncertainty  of  his  station. 
Should  the  appointment  of  a  superior  oblige  him  to  quit  diat 
department,  we  hope,  sir,  it  will  not  be  considered  to  his  dis- 
advantage. 

It  was  not  in  our  power  to  send  you  seamen  without  an 
officer.  We  assure  you,  sir,  that  we  have  done  everything 
in  our  power  in  this  matter ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
difficulties  which  arose  from  the  appointment  of  Major 
Douglass,  you  would  have  had  the  seamen  in  due  season, 
and  in  the  month  of  March. 

We  are,  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  sir,  your 
very  humble  servants. 

To  Major-General  Schuyler. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  thereof  be  engrossed,  and  signed 
by  the  Chairman,  and  transmitted. 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  Tucker,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Province  of  New-Jersey,  was 
read  and  filed,  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

"In  Committee  of  Safety,  New-Brunswick,  April  20,  1776. 
"  Gentlemen  :  This  day  were  brought  before  us,  three 
persons  belonging  to  Westchester  County,  in  your  Province, 

'.ijjril  24,  1776. — Dear  Sir:  I  take  the  freedom  to  write  to  you  by- 
Captain  Ifyat,  the  bearer  hereof,  to  .let  you  know  that  I  have  kept  f/yat 
back  till  this  day  not  to  join  the  Continental  Regiments;  and,  sir,  if  you 
remember,  that  it  was  agreed  in  the  Committee  that  if  all  the  warrants 
were  returned  in  by  Wednenday,  and  Captain  Jlyat  would  come  down 
with  a  list  of  his  men  for  a  company,  that  he  should  have  a  commission 
with  his  officers.  Sir,  he  tells  me  that  he,  with  his  lieutenants,  have  got 
about  seventy  men  ready,  if  he  can  get  the  commission,  to  join  any  regi- 
ment in  the  Continental  service.  Sir,  I  hope  that  you  will  assist  and 
forward  the  expedition,  and  not  let  it  be  deferred  for  want  of  men,  when 
so  good  a  company  oilers. 

From  yours  to  serve,  Gilbeht  Drake. 

To  John  Morin  Scott,  Esquire. 
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who,  for  some  time  past,  have  been  on  board  the  ship  Lady 
Gage,  and  lately  deserted  from  thence,  at  Sandy-Hook,  and 
put  themselves  under  the  protection  of  our  guard  at  the  High- 
lands o( Neversink;  their  names  are  Henry  Smith,  Isaac  Hor- 
ton,  and  Stephen  Daniels ;  by  whose  examinations  it  appears 
that  one  Thomas  Gibson,  living  at  the  Fishkills,  hath  inlist- 
ed  a  number  of  persons  in  your  Government  for  the  King's 
Army ;  that  a  boat  was  lately  sent  from  the  ships-of-war  to 
Hempstead,  on  Tjong-Island,  for  provisions,  and  not  returned 
when  they  left  the  ship  two  days  past ;  that  one  Robert 
Hambleton,  a  schoolmaster,  had  inlisted  a  number  of  men 
now  on  board  the  King's  ships,  and  was  gone  to  Westchester 
to  inlist  more,  (Smith  and  Daniels,  it  appears,  were  inlisted 
by  said  Gibson.)  Horion  says  he  was  impressed  on  board  ihe 
Asia  last  month.     These  persons  will  soon  be  sent  to  you. 

"By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"  Samuel  Tucker,  President. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee 
of  Safety,  New-York.'" 

A  Letter  and  Recommendation  from  the  Committee  of 
King^s  District,  in  the  County  of  Albany,  recommending 
Thaddeus  Noble  as  a  Gunsmith,  was  read  and  filed,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"King's  District,  April  18,  A.  D.  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  Thaddeus  Noble,  gunsmith,  of  this  Dis- 
trict, has  made  application  to  us,  the  Committee  of  the  said 
District,  for  our  recommendation  in  his  behalf  to  your  Com- 
mittee, as  an  able  workman  at  his  trade  or  occupation  of 
gunmaking.  Being  willing  to  tend  said  Noble,  our  assis- 
tance in  such  a  necessary  and  laudable  business  at  such  a 
time  as  this,  when  muskets  are  so  much  needed  to  defend 
our  natural  rights  and  liberties  against  the  potent  power  of 
Great  Britain,  we  do  accordingly  hereby  recommend  said 
Noble  as  a  workman  at  said  business,  so  far  as  we  are  ac- 
quainted therein,  and  can  inform  that  we  have  often  seen  of 
his  said  work,  and  that  it  has  been  generally  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  publick.  And  as  said  Noble  may  not  be  able 
to  procure  all  such  materials  as  may  be  necessary  for  carry- 
ing on  said  business,  if  you,  gentlemen,  should  contract  with 
said  Noble  for  making  muskets,  &tc.,  if  he  should  want 
money  for  any  part  of  the  business,  we  desire  you  to  furnish 
him  therewith  to  the  amount  of  thirty  pounds,  if  he  requires 
that  sum ;  and,  on  his  failure,  we  will  be  accountable  for 
the  same ;  and  any  order  that  you  shall  have  occasion  to 
give  from  time  to  time  in  the  premises,  we  shall  readily 
obey.  If  you  grant  said  request,  please  to  let  this  Com- 
mittee know,  and  the  terms,  &;c. 

"  Gentlemen,  we  are  your  very  obedient  servants. 

"  In  the  name  and  behalf  of  said  Committee, 

"  Matthew  Adgate,  Chairman. 

"  To  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Province  of  New-  York." 
The  said  Thaddeiis  Noble  was  called  in  to  the  Committee. 
They  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  said  Letter, 
and  he  was  desired  to  attend  again  at  five  of  the  clock  in 
the  afternoon. 
The  Committee  adjourned  to  four  o'clock,  in  tlie  afternoon. 

Die  Jovis,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  April  25,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New- York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Randall,  Colonel  Mc- 

Dougall,  Colonel  Brasher,   Major  Stoutenburgh,   Mr. 

Prince. 
FoH  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Cortlandt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Committee  that  Gene- 
ral Washington  requested  of  the  Committee  a  copy  of  all 
the  late  Resolutions  of  the  Continental  Congress  relative  to 
the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  transcribe  copies  of  the 
said  Resolutions,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  General. 

Captain  Heman  Allen  attending,  was  admitted.  He  de- 
livered a  Letter  from  Major-General  Schuyler,  as  to  sundry 


demands  of  Captain  AUen  not  within  his  department;  also  a 
Certificate  from  Richard  Varick,  the  General's  Secretary, 
certifying  the  number  of  men  he  had  in  service  last  year, 
with  some  other  matters  relative  thereto.  He  also  delivered 
a  Muster-Roil  of  his  Company,  and  a  nuniber  of  Accounts 
for  Blankets,  the  use  of  Arms,  Clothing,  and  Money,  by  him 
advanced,  Commissions  and  Moneys  by  him  received  and 
paid,  &ic. ;  whereby  he  claims  a  balance  of  upwards  of  three 
hundred  and  ten  Pounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  and  Accounts  be  referred 
to  the  Auditors. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Committee  that  Gene- 
ral Washington  had  permitted  Lord  Drummond  and  Doctor 
Peter  Middlcton  to  go  passengers  in  a  vessel  they  procured 
for  that  purpose,  to  Bermuda,  on  their  parole  of  honour  not 
to  communicate  any  infoimation  or  intelligence  whatever, 
and  in  substance  the  same  as  the  Affidavit  hereinafter  writ- 
ten ;  that  the  General  submitted  it  to  this  Committee  to 
take  such  Oaths  of  Secrecy  of  the  Master,  Mariners,  and 
other  passengers  going  in  the  said  Sloop,  as  the  Committee 
should  think  proper. 

Thereupon  the  followirtg  Oath  was  administered  to  John 
Hedly,  the  Master,  Thomas  W.  Kenny,  the  Mate,  and  to 
Nicholas  Vineyard,  Charles  Le  Tellier,  and  John  Rose- 
mary, Mariners  of  the  Sloop  Charming  Polly  : 

"  You  do  severally  solemnly  swear  upon  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelists of  Almighty  God,  that  you  will  not  communicate  any 
information  or  intelligence  whatever,  either  by  word  or  wri- 
ting, to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  in  any  place 
whatsoever,  relative  to  the  state  of  the  Army  or  Navy  of 
the  United  Colonies  in  America,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  of 
any  Fortifications  erecting  for  the  defence  of  this  City  and 
Colony,  or  of  any  other  part  of  America ;  that  you  will  take 
every  care  and  precaution  to  avoid  speaking  with  any  Bri- 
tish vessel  or  vessels  belonging  to  the  British  Navy,  and 
that  you  will  not  take  any  person  or  persons  on  board  of 
your  vessel  but  such  as  shall  have  permission  fh)m  General 
Washington,  or  this  Committee." 

John  McAdam  and  Henry  Nicoll,  two  passengers  intend- 
ing to  go  on  board  of  the  said  Sloop  to  Bermuda,  and  Robert 
Cheesly,  a  Servant  to  Lord  Drummond,  severally  attended 
the  Committee,  and  were  respectively  sworn  in  the  words  of 
the  Oath  above-mentioned,  except  the  last  sentence  relative 
to  taking  passengers  or  other  persons  on  board  of  the  said 
vessel. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  the  20th  in- 
stant, which  had  been  before  read,  was  again  read,  and  now 
filed,  and  is  in  the  words  fbllowirig,  to  wit : 

"April  20,  1776. 

"Gentlemen:  I  thank  you  for  the  polite  and  ready 
attention  you  paid  to  my  requisition  of  the  17th  instant. 
When  the  civil  and  military-  powers  co-operate,  and  afford 
mutual  aid  to  each  other,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  things 
going  well.  I  have  now  to  request  the  favour  of  your  infor- 
mation in  what  manner  and  in  what  time  a  body  of  two  thou- 
sand or  two  thousand  five  hundred  Militia  might  be  collected 
from  this  Colony  for  actual  service,  upon  any  sudden  emer- 
gency. Although  we  may  not,  and  I  trust  in  God.  shall  not 
have  occasion  for  their  aid,  common  pradence  does,  never- 
theless, dictate  the  expediency  of  a  preconcerted  plan  for 
calling  them  in,  that,  in  case  of  necessity,  they  may  be  drawn 
together  in  proper  corps  without  tumult  or  disorder,  and  at 
the  same  time  with  the  utmost  expedition.  This  will  not  be 
the  case  if  men  are  not  regulariy  imbodied,  and  notified  that 
they  are  to  step  forth  at  a  moment's  warning. 

"  The  idea  which  strikes  me  as  the  most  proper  to  be  pur- 
sued at  present,  is,  to  establish,  out  of  the  Continental  forces, 
good  look-outs  on  the  heights  and  headlands,  (at  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour,)  who,  upon  the  appearance  of  a  fleet,  shall 
make  such  signals  as,  being  answered  from  place  to  place, 
shall  convey  the  eariiest  intelligence  to  Head-Quarters,  of 
the  strength  and  approach  of  the  enemy  ;  these  signals,  for 
greater  certainty,  to  be  followed  by  expresses,  and  then,  in 
case  anything  formidable  should  appear,  for  the  Committee 
of  Safety  (if  sitting,  if  not,  to  those  to  wliom  the  power  shall 
be  delegated,)  upon  application  from  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  Continental  forces,  to  order  in  one,  two,  or  more 
battalions,  as  the  exigency  of  the  case  may  require ;  or,  for 
greater  desjjatch,  such  Militia,  or  part  of  them,  as  shall  be 
allotted  to  this  service  by  the  Committee,  might  be  assem- 
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bled  (if  in  the  town  or  its  vicinity)  by  signals  to  be  agreed 

on.     A  mode  of  proceeding  of  a  similar  kind  concerted  with 

Jersey  would  bring  in  a  reinforcement  speedily,  and  without 

those  irregularities  and  unnecessary  expenses  which  but  too 

frequently  attend  the  movement  of  Militia. 

"Thus,  gentlemen,  I  have  expressed  my  sentiments  to 

you  upon  the  occasion.     Your  prudence  will  suggest  to  you 

the  necessity  of  adopting  these,  or  other  methods  of  a  like 

nature;  and  your  wisdom  will  point  out  the  most  effectual 

and  expeditious  manner  of  carrying  them  into  execution;  I 

therefore  submit  them  to  your  consideration  ;  and  am,  with 

very  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very 

humble  servant,  ,,  f~,  ,.r 

'  'George  Washington. 

"  To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Co- 
lony of  New-  York." 

Another  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  the  24th 
instant,  was  also  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

"  New-York,  April  24,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  It  being  necessary  that  I  should  know  the 
number  of  troops  to  compose  the  Army  here,  I  must  request 
the  favour  of  your  honourable  body  to  inform  me  how  many 
regiments  are  raising  in  this  Province  for  the  Continental 
service  by  order  of  Congress,  and  what  their  state  is  as  to 
men  and  arms.  From  the  accounts  1  have  had,  I  have 
reason  to  fear  there  is  a  great  deficiency  in  the  latter,  which, 
at  a  crisis  when  nothing  else  seems  left  to  decide  the  con- 
test we  are  engaged  in,  is  truly  alarming,  and  calls  aloud  on 
every  power  for  their  utmost  exertions  to  procure  them. 
The  pleasing  and  ready  assurances  I  have  received  from 
you,  to  co-operate  with  me  in  every  measure  advancive  of 
the  common  cause,  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  but  proper 
steps  will  be  pursued  for  obtaining  them,  and  lead  me  to 
ask  what  expectations  and  source  you  have  for  getting  a 
supply. 

"  if  any  officers  have  been  commissioned  by  you,  I  shall 
be  obliged  by  having  a  list  of  their  appointments. 

"  I  have  been  informed  that  there  is  a  number  of  arms  at 
KtTigston,  that  were  taken  from  the  Tories  in  Dutchess 
County  ;  if  so,  are  they  not  at  your  disposal,  and  can  they  be 
had? 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

"George  Washington." 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  two  Letters  received  of  Ge- 
neral Washington,  was  read,  and  approved  of,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  April  25,  1776. 

Sir:  The  polite  sensibility  with  which  you  have  been 
pleased  to  treat  our  attention  to  your  requisition  of  the  17th 
instant,  affords  us  singular  pleasure.  Convinced  with  you 
that  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  things  will  go  well  under 
a  harmonious  co-operation  of  the  civil  and  military  power, 
permit  us  once  more,  sir,  to  assure  you  of  our  most  vigorous 
exertions  in  seconding  your  efforts  in  the  common  cause. 

We  wish  it  were  in  our  power  immediately  to  inform  you 
in  what  time  a  body  of  two  thousand  or  two  thousand  five 
hundred  Militia  might  be  collected  from  this  Colony  for  ac- 
tual service  on  a  sudden  emergency.  Although  we  do  not 
at  present  foresee  that  emergency,  it  may  nevertheless  hap- 
pen. It  is  therefore  our  indispensable  duty  to  be  provided 
with  a  plan  for  calling  them  in  with  the  utmost  despatch, 
well  equipped,  and  without  disorder ;  and  this  we  are  fully 
convinced  cannot  be  effected  without  a  preconcerted  plan. 
To  this  end,  we  would  request  an  explanation,  whether  you 
would  wish  the  proposed  aid  should  exclude  or  include  the 
Militia  of  this  City.  As  soon,  sir,  as  we  are  favoured  with 
an  explanation  on  this  head,  we  shall  lose  no  time  in  fonning 
an  arrangement  for  so  important  a  service ;  we  flatter  our- 
selves, however,  that,  in  either  case,  the  required  number  will, 
upon  such  steps  as  we  shall  take,  be  ready  at  a  very  short 
warning ;  and  lest  necessity  should  require  the  aid  in  any 
small  interval  of  adjournment  of  this  Committee,  we  shall 
take  care  to  have  our  place  supplied  by  a  sub-Committee, 
to  comply  with  the  application  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
whenever  the  exigency  of  affairs  shall  require  it. 

Give  us  leave,  sir,  to  express  our  approbation  of  the  plan 
you  propose  for  establishing  good  look-outs.  And  as  you 
veiy  properly  judge  it  best  that  they  be  made  out  of  the 


Continental  forces,  we  can  only  assure  you  that,  upon  no- 
tice of  the  approach  of  danger,  or  on  any  other  necessity  for 
the  assistance  of  the  Militia,  all  the  succours  in  our  power  to 
command  shall  be  most  cheerfully  and  speedily  contributed. 
We  shall  consider  of  a  necessary  signal,  on  such  occasions, 
which  may,  perhaps,  be  best  settled,  when  we  know  that 
which,  besides  ex])resses,  is  to  convey  intelligence  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief from  the  look-outs  you  propose  to  establish. 
The  whole  plan  would,  perhaps,  be  best  formed  in  concert 
with  New-Jersey,  the  vicinity  of  which  will  afford  this  City 
as  speedy  succours  as  the  nearest  Counties  in  this  Colo- 
ny. On  this  head,  we  are  ready,  sir,  if  you  should  think 
it  necessary,  to  appoint  a  Committee,  to  meet  you  for  settling 
the  arrangement,  especially  as  we  cannot  sufficiently  thank 
you  for  the  confidence  you  are  pleased  to  place  in  us.  We 
cannot  think  of  taking  so  momentous  a  matter  entirely  upon 
ourselves. 

We  heartily  wish  it  were  in  our  power  to  inform  you  of 
the  present  state  of  the  New-  York  Continental  Troops.  The 
number  of  troops  to  be  raised  by  us,  and  destined  by  Con- 
gress for  the  protection  and  defence  of  this  Colony,  is  four 
battalions.  Besides  these,  there  is  one  battalion  for  the  Ca- 
nada service,  directed  to  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Van 
Schaick,  an  inhabitant  in  the  northern  part  of  this  Colony. 
This  regiment  was  naturally  to  be  recraited  in  that  quarter. 
For  this  reason,  the  moneys  sent  to  us  for  that  purpose  by 
Congress,  we  immediately  sent  to  General  Schuyler,  who  has 
the  forming  of  that  battalion  solely  under  his  direction. 

With  respect  to  the  four  battalions.  Congress  has  thought 
proper  to  put  them  under  our  immediate  direction,  saving 
in  the  appointment  of  Field-Officers,  the  right  of  appoint- 
ing out  of  our  recommendation.  The  Field-Officers  are 
all  appointed,  and  a  list  of  them  is  subjoined.  We  have 
issued  warrants  to  all  the  officers  under  that  degree.  We 
have  taken  the  necessary  steps  for  filling  up  the  battalions, 
and  for  enforcing  a  return  of  their  present  state,  with  which 
we  will  furnish  you  as  soon  as  we  are  possessed  of  them. 
The  list  of  those  under  the  degree  of  Field-Officers  is  so  mu- 
table in  its  nature,  that  it  would  answer  no  purpose  to  trou- 
ble you  with  it  now.  Their  warrants  are  all  conditional  in 
their  nature.  If  any  of  them  are  negligent  or  unfortunate 
in  recruiting,  they  must  give  way  to  new  appointments,  for 
we  are  determined  to  fill  the  four  battalions  with  the  utmost 
expedition ;  and  for  this  purpose,  we  have  ordered  returns. 
When  the  arrangement  is  settled,  it  shall  be  laid  before 
you. 

You  cannot,  sir,  feel  more  sensibly  than  we  do  at  the 
prospect  of  a  deficiency  of  arms,  at  a  crisis  when  we  are 
compelled  by  Great  Britain  to  the  last  appeal,  in  which  we 
must,  without  arms,  necessarily  prove  unequal  combatants. 
We  should  therefore  esteem  ourselves  deaf  to  the  most  alann- 
ing  call,  should  we  not  exert  our  every  power  to  procure 
them.  When  the  affair  of  Lexington  proclaimed  the  war, 
this  Colony  was  extremely  destitute  of  arms.  Our  brethren 
of  New-England,  who  were  first  called  on  for  the  defence  of 
Araerican  liberty,  purchased  many  arms  from  our  inhabi- 
tants. Our  Colony  troops  were  supplied  last  year  with  arms 
at  our  Provincial  expense.  Most  of  those  still  remain  in  the 
Canada  service.  These  considerations,  together  with  our 
ineffectual  attempts  to  obtain  foreign  supplies,  increase  the 
difficulty  of  arming  our  battalions.  We  are  not,  however, 
without  hopes  of  succeeding.  We  have  made  several  con- 
tracts already  with  manufacturers.  We  have  published  en- 
couragement for  people  in  that  branch.  We  shall  continue 
to  make  as  many  contracts  for  the  purpose,  as  we  shall  from 
time  to  time  have  in  our  power.  We  have  also  directed  the 
Committees  in  the  several  Counties  to  purchase  arms,  and 
we  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  furnish  our  four  battalions.  The 
number  already  furnished  by  our  Commissaiy  is  three  hun- 
dred and  eleven.  He  has  still  on  hand  a  few.  We  have 
reason  to  believe  many  of  our  troops  will  come  provided, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  we  shall  not  be  very  deficient  in  so  ma- 
terial an  article.  Colonel  Ritzema  is  authorized  to  send  an 
officer  into  the  different  Counties  wherein  his  officers  have 
recruited,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  from  the  Committees 
the  arms  that  have  been  taken  from  the  disaffected  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  as  we  have  given  repeated  and  pressing  orders  to 
the  Committees  to  execute  the  Continental  resolve  for  dis- 
arming Tories,  we  hope  for  some  supply  from  tiiat  source. 

Your  information  concerning  the  arms  at  Kingston,  is 
well  founded ;  and  we  shall  immediately  order  them  either 
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to  this  city,  or  to  be  applied  for  arming  tlie  troops  raising  in 
that  quarter.  We  assure  you,  sir,  we  shall  not  fail  to  fur- 
nish you  with  returns  of  the  men  and  arms,  as  often  as  we 
shall  be  able  to  procure  them. 

We  would  beg  leave,  sir,  to  inform  you  that,  since  the 
commencement  of  hostilities,  our  situation  and  the  publick 
exigencies  have  obliged  us  to  submit  to  the  burden  of  a 
great  variety  of  depai  tments,  not  properly  within  the  sphere 
of  a  Provincial  Congress,  such  as  Paymaster,  Commissary, 
&;c.,  for  Continental  service,  in  the  course  of  which  we 
have  received  and  issued  large  sums  of  Continental  money ; 
and  though  our  accounts  are  nearly  ready  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress, they  are  so  excessively  voluminous  that  it  will  require 
some  weeks  to  complete  them.  However,  though  the  ba- 
lance is  not  struck,  we  are  sure  it  must  be  considerably  in 
our  favour.  In  the  mean  time,  sir,  we  should  think  ourselves 
inexcusable  were  we  not  to  inform  you  that  we  have  not 
one  farthing  of  Continental  money  in  our  hands,  and  that 
the  publick  service  under  our  care  is  now  suffering  for  want 
of  an  immediate  supply.  We  shall,  without  delay,  apply  to 
Congress  ;  but  we  cannot  have  the  necessary  relief  from  that 
quarter  so  soon  as  the  despatch  of  business  requires  it.  We 
are,  therefore,  constrained  to  request  of  you  the  advancement 
of  six  thousand  pounds,  of  which,  if  you  please,  you  may  es- 
timate the  subjoined  advancements  to  the  different  com- 
manding officers  as  a  part,  and  for  which  we  are  ready  to 
give  you  a  receipt ;  or,  if  you  think  it  best  to  advance  the 
whole  sum  to  us,  we  will  debit  the  Congress  with  the  mo- 
neys advanced  to  those  gentlemen. 

We  are,  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem,  your 
most  obedient  servants. 

To  His  Excellency  General  Washington. 

On  a  separate  sheet,  was  transmitted  with  this  Letter,  a 
list  of  the  Field-Officers  of  the  four  Regiments  raised  for 
the  defence  of  this  Colony ;  the  list  of  the  Moneys  lent  to 
the  General  Officers,  and  the  copy  of  the  state  of  the  Com- 
panies, as  undernamed,  viz : 

The  following  Companies  are  placed  in  Colonel  Ritze- 
mds  Regiment: 

Captain  Billings,  a  full  Company,  at  the  Fortifications  in 

the  Highlands,  ordered  to  JSIew-  York. 
Captain  Denton,  a  full  Company,  at  New- York. 
Captain  Riker,  a  few  men. 

Captain  Hardenbergh,  a  full  Company,  at  the  Fortifica- 
tions, ordered  to  New- York. 
Captain  Norton,  no  return  made. 
Captain  Hobby,         do. 
Captain  Huichins,  nearly  full,  at  New-York. 
Captain  Pearce,         do.  ordered  to  the  City. 

Besides  the  above  Regiment,  Colonel  McDougaWs,  and 
that  raising  in  Albany  and  Tryon  County,  the  following  Com- 
panies, at  the  time  of  the  last  returns  to  the  Committee,  con- 
sisted of  the  following  numbers,  and  will  speedily  be  regi- 
mented ; 

Captain  Swarlwoiit,  fifty  men,  at  the  Fortifications. 

Captain  Rosekrans,  seventy-seven  men,  at  do. 

Captain  Belknap,  full,  at  do. 

Captain  Jackson,  full,  at  do. 

Captain  Childs,  no  return  made. 

CapSn  S?full!'         I    P"  *^7  '"  ^"Z"^^,  CS""ty. 

Caftain  Roe,  nearly  full,  )   ^  °''^'"'  °'^  ^'""^'  ^'"'^• 

1776.  February  10,     To  General  Lee,       -   £400  0  0 

February  28,        "       "  "         -     1000  0  0 

March       26,     To  General  Thompson,    120  0  0 

April  1,     To  General  Heath,         810  4  5^ 


£2,330  4  5\ 
Ordered,  That  Captain  Ezekiel  Hyatt,  with  his  Subal- 
terns and  Company,  be  a  part  of  the  First  Regiment  in  this 
Colony  in  the  Continental  service,  on  condition  that  he  bring 
a  full  Company ;  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  join  his  Re- 
giment with  as  much  despatch  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  take  such  prudent 
measures  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  secure  and  have  brought 
to  this  City  such  Arms  taken  from  disaffected  persons  as 
are  now  in  the  custody  oi  Alexander  Hunt,  of  Rye,  who  has 
offered  to  deliver  them  to  the  order  of  this  Committee. 
Ordered,  that  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  Commissary,  &c., 


deliver  to  Mr.  Jacamiah  Allen  twelve  pounds  of  Gunpow- 
der, to  enable  him  to  clear  shot  and  stones  out  of  the  Cannon 
near  King's  Bridge. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  take  all  such  Muskets 
and  Firelocks,  which  are  in  Mr.  Norwood's  Store,  and  may 
be  made  fit  for  the  use  of  the  Troops,  and  have  them  mark- 
ed and  appraised,  and  then  repaired  and  made  fit  for  use. 

The  Committee  agreed  that  Mr.  Robert  Randall  shall 
have  the  Sloop  Bishop  of  Landaff,  at  four  hundred  and 
twenty -five  Pounds. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Van  Zandt  advance  to  Thaddeus 
Noble  thirty  Pounds,  and  take  his  obligation  for  that  sum ; 
and  that  he  contract  with  Mr.  Noble  for  thirty  Muskets,  at 
eight  Dollars  each,  without  Bayonets ;  and  to  be  allowed  a 
reasonable  price  for  fixing  Baynets  to  them  if  he  shall  have 
to  put  Bayonets  to  them. 

Die  Veneris,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  April  36,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.   Van  Zandt,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr. 

Prince,  Mr.  Eniert  Bancker,  Major  Stoutenburgh. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Colonel  Van  Brunt. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Van  Cortlandt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  delivered  in  a  Contract  by  him  made 
with  Tliaddeus  Noble,  for  the  making  of  Muskets,  which 
was  read,  and  filed. 

The  said  Noble  has  thereby  agreed  to  deliver  to  Mr.  Van 
Zandt,  on  account  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  thirty  good 
Muskets,  well  finished,  and  with  Steel  Ramrods,  on  or  be- 
fore the  10th  day  of  June  next,  at  the  price  of  eight  Dol- 
lars each ;  and  if  he  should  deliver  Bayonets  fitted  to  the 
said  Muskets  out  of  some  of  the  old  Bayonets  brought  from 
Crown-Point,  Noble  is  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  reward 
for  the  same. 

Mr.  P'an  Zandt  also  delivered  the  obligation  of  Noble, 
by  him  taken  for  the  payment  of  thirty  Pounds  advanced  to 
Noble,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  this  Committee,  made  yes- 
terday ;  and  the  same  was  read,  and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay  to 
Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Zandt,  thirty  Pounds,  to  repay  him  the 
money  advanced  (by  order  of  this  Committee,  made  yester- 
day) on  a  contract  with  Thaddeus  Noble,  for  the  making  of 
Arms. 

A  draft  of  an  Answer  to  the  Letter  of  the  Committee  of 
King's  District  was  read,  and  approved,  and  is  as  follows, 
to  wit : 

Sir:  Your  letter  by  Mr.  Nobk  was  received,  read,  and 
immediately  taken  into  consideration.  In  consequence  of 
your  recommendation,  we  have  contracted  with  Mr.  Noble, 
and  advanced  him  thirty  pounds.  We  think  the  Committee 
of  King's  District  have  merited  the  applause  of  their  coun- 
try, by  interesting  themselves  in  the  promoting  a  manufactory 
so  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
America. 

We  are,  &ic. 
To  Matthew  Adgate,  Esq.,  Chairman,  and  the  Members  of 
the  Committee  of  King's  District. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governour  Trymi  to  the  Mayor 
of  this  City,  dated  the  I9th  instant,  was  read.  He  thereby 
informs  that  the  Commander  of  the  King's  Ships  on  this 
station  had  thought  it  necessary  to  burn  the  Pilot-House, 
near  the  Light-House;  that  proper  care  has  been  taken 
of  AdamDobbs  and  his  family  and  effects;  and  that  if  a 
Sloop  is  sent  down  to  receive  Dobbs,  his  servants,  and  ef- 
fects, she  will  be  permitted  to  return  safe. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  William  Dobbs  wait  on  his  Ex- 
cellency General  Washington,  with  the  said  copy  of  a  Let- 
ter. 

The  residue  ©f  the  morning  was  spent  in  hearing  applica- 
tions of  country  Officers,  and  other  matters  relative  to  the 
raising  of  the  four  Regiments,  to  be  raised  in  this  Colony, 
for  the  Continental  service. 
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Die  Veneris,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  April  26,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  piiisuaut  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Pierre  Van  Corthndt,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  Sands,  Major 

Stoutenhurgh,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Cortlandi. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Van  Brunt. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Trcdwell. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cui/per. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

Mr.  Sands,  from  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  requested 
the  advice  of  the  Committee  on  many  different  inatters  in 
the  Accounts  delivered  in  by  Captain  Heman  Allen.  A 
considerable  time  spent  in  the  examination  of  the  sundry 
Papers  and  Accounts,  and  the  general  principles  on  which 
the  Accounts  should  be  settled,  were  fixed,  except  as  to  the 
Clothes. 

Captain  Heman  Allen,  attending  at  the  door,  was  admit- 
ted. He  says  that  he  furnished  his  men  with  clothes,  and 
did  not  receive  any  clothing  for  his  men. 

The  Accounts  were  left  with  the  Auditors  for  further  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Sands  produced  the  Account  of  Captain  TVilliam  W. 
Gilbert's  Company,  for  guarding  the  Records  one  month, 
amounting  to  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  Pounds  eleven 
Shillings  and  six  Pence ;  and  requested  the  advice  of  the 
Committee  as  to  passing  the  same. 

The  Committee  considering  that  that  Guard  was  institu- 
ted by  the  Pl'ovincial  Congress,  on  the  5th  of  March  last, 
and  this  Committee  have  some  time  ago  endeavoured  to  re- 
lieve the  Colony  from  that  expense,  in  which  they  succeeded 
for  a  few  days  only,  advised  Mr.  Sands  to  examine  and 
compare  this  account  with  that  formerly  passed  for  the 
Grenadier  Company ;  and  if  further  advice  should  appear 
necessary,  then  to  delay  the  account,  if  he  can,  until  the 
meeting  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

A  certain  Captain  Cornelius  Sleinrod,  who  lately  com- 
manded a  Company  of  Minute-men,  and  has  formerly  ap- 
plied for  a  Warrant  to  raise  or  inlist  a  Company  in  the  Con- 
tinental service,  attending,  was  admitted.  * 

[Two  leaves  of  the  Minutes,  at  this  place,  appear  to 
have  been  cut  out.] 

Die  Sabbati,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  April  27,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Sands,  Captain  Denning,  Major 

Stoutenhurgh,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Colonel  Van  Brunt. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

Mr.  Adams,  an  Apothecary  in  this  City,  attending,  was 
admitted.  He  requested  that  he  miglit  be  permitted  to  re- 
ceive from  Doctor  Treat  such  Medicines  (of  those  lately 
purchased  for  the  publick  service,  and  now  in  Doctor  Treat's 

•  To  THE  CoSTEXTIOS  GeNTLEMEX  : 

Sirs:  I  have  called  on  you  to  know  whether  there  was  a  call  for  a 
company  of  Horse  or  not;  and  I  never  have  had  an  answer;  and  if  you 
please  it  is  easy  to  give  an  answer,  yes  or  no ;  for  since  the  Committee 
bad  some  talk  of  it,  I  could  get  a  company  by  this  time,  and  can  have 
them  ready  soon  for  service.  Corneiius  Stmnuod. 

Gestlemes — Sins  :  If  there  is  a  call  for  the  oath  to  be  handed  out, 
and  it  is  expedient  for  all  to  swear,  it  is  time  that  some  did  set  about  it ; 
for  the  thing  is  still,  and  numbers  have  not,  nor  wont  swear  ;  and  if  all 
are  to  do  it,  and  you  think  proper  for  it  to  be  speedily  brought  to  band,  I 
will  call  them  to  swear,  or  put  them  under  guard.     This  from 

Cornelius  Steinrod. 

I  should  be  glad  if,  when  you  see  what  I  want,  you  will  write  a  word 
whether  you  will,  or  will  not. 

Gentlemrn — SiBs :  I  wish  you  would  do  one  favour  for  me,  and  give 
me  a  line,  so  that  my  fuller  that  tends  my  fulling-mill  will  stay  at  home, 
for  the  whole  County  is  wanting  cloth-dress,  and  I  cannot  get  anybody 
to  tend  the  mill;  and  if  you  will  give  me  a  note  for  him  to  stay,  (as  long 
as  I  can't  be  at  home  to  take  care  myself,)  I  should  take  it  as  a  favour ; 
for  I  have  three  mills,  and  if  my  millers  must  be  drafted,  and  I  from 
home,  and  ray  mill  stand  still,  it  will  hurt  the  publick  as  well  as  myself. 
I  am  willing  to  do  as  much  as  any  man  to  help  the  cause  so  ruined. 

Yours  to  serve,  CoBifBHUs  Steihrod,  Captain. 


possession)  as  may  be  necessarj'  to  complete  the  Medicine- 
Chests  for  the  Anned  Vessels  fitted  out  and  arming,  on 
accoimt  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony. 

Mr.  Adams  further  requested  a  permission  to  purchase  of 
Doctor  Treat  a  part  of  those  Medicines  on  his  own  ac- 
count. 

The  Committee  informed  Mr.  Adams  that  they  will  take 
his  applications  into  consideration. 

Captain  Cornelius  Steinrod,  of  Westchester  County,  at- 
tended, and  informed  the  Committee  that  he  can  inlist  a 
complete  Company  of  men  for  Continental  service  in  four- 
teen days. 

The  Committee  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  and 
considering  that  a  great  many  men  are  still  wanting  to  com- 
plete the  four  Regiments  ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  Colo- 
ny for  the  defence  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  said  Comclim  Steinrod  shall,  and 
do,  within  fourteen  days  from  the  date  hereof,  inlist  a  full 
and  complete  Company  of  able-bodied  men,  and  have  them 
ready  to  join  such  Regiment  (of  those  raising  for  the  defence 
of  this  Colony)  as  shall  be  determined  on  by  the  Provincial 
Congress,  or  tliis  Committee  ;  in  such  case  this  Committee 
hereby  gives  him  full  assurance,  that  he  and  his  Subalterns, 
with  the  said  Company,  will  be  employed  as  part  of  the 
Ti-oops  raising  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony. 

Major  Joseph  Benedict,  who  was  appointed  Major  of  the 
First  Regiment  of  the  Troops  raising  for  the  defence  of  this 
Colony,  attending,  was  admitted. 

Myov  Benedict  resigned  his  Commission. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  McDougall  be  authorized,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  settle  with,  and  pay  Major  Joseph 
Benedict,  from  the  date  of  his  Commission  to  this  day. 

Colonel  Bitzema  requested  of  the  Committee  a  more 
general  order  to  the  Commissaiy  for  Arms. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Bichard  Norwood,  Commissary  of 
Colony  Stores,  deliver  to  Colonel  Bitzema,  or  to  such  Cap- 
tains in  his  Regiment  as  shall  have  Colonel  Bitzema' s  order, 
all  the  Muskets  and  Fire-Locks  fit  for  use,  which  now  are, 
or  may  come  into  the  Colony  Store,  in  the  course  of  fifteen 
days  from  the  date  hereof ;  and  that  the  said  Commissary 
take  a  receipt  of  Colonel  Bitzema,  or  the  Captains  to  whom 
such  Arms  are  delivered,  to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be 
accounted  for,  and  paid  for,  to  the  Colony. 

'•  New- York,  April  27,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  In  answer  to  your  favour  of  the  25th, 
delivered  to  ine  yesterday,  I  shall  beg  leave  to  inform  you, 
that  it  was  my  design  to  have  included  the  Militia  of  this 
City  in  the  two  thousand  or  two  thousand  five  hundred  men 
which  I  thought  might  be  wanted  upon  an  emergency ;  but 
whether  common  prudence  may  dictate  the  expediency  of 
extending  your  views  to  a  greater  number,  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Board. 

"  The  signals  which  I  intended  should  convey  the  first 
notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy's  fleet,  you  will  find  in 
the  enclosed  paper ;  but  if  you  will  please  to  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee of  your  body,  I  will  desire  the  Brigadiers  Sullivan, 
Greene,  and  Lord  Stirling,  to  meet  them  and  adopt  a  better, 
if  a  better  can  be  thought  of.  New-Jersey  is  already  ad- 
vertised of  these  signals. 

"  If  the  four  battalions  which  were  directed  to  be  raised 
under  the  command  of  the  Colonels  McDougall,  Clinton, 
Bitzema,  and  Wynkoop,  are  placed  under  the  immediate 
care  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  this  Colony,  by  Con- 
gress, I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  far  it  is  conceived 
that  my  powere  over  them  extend,  or  whether  I  have  any  at 
all ;  sure  I  am,  that  they  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  direc- 
tion of  both,  and  I  shall  have  no  small  reluctance  in  assum- 
ing an  authority  I  am  not  vested  with  powers  to  execute, 
nor  will  my  solicitude  (further  than  as  a  well-wisher  to  the 
cause)  on  account  of  arms  for,  and  returns  of,  these  regi- 
ments continue,  if  they  are  not  considered  as  within  the  line 
of  my  command.  It  becomes  therefore  my  indispensable 
duty  to  be  ascertained  of  this  matter,  and  to  know  whether 
these  regiments  cannot  be  ordered  out  of  the  Colony,  for 
instance,  to  New- Jersey,  if  necessity  should  require  it. 

"  It  would  give  me  singular  pleasure  to  advance  you  the 
sum  asked  for,  but  the  low  state  of  our  cash,  and  heavy 
demands  upon  the  Paymaster,  render  it  altogether  imprac- 
ticable at  this  time.  The  Quartermaster  and  Commissary 
are  both  wanting  money,  and  cannot  be  supplied ;  nor  can 


1473 


NEW-YORK  COMMITTEE  OF  SAFETY,  APRIL,  1776, 


1474 


General  Ward  get  what  he  has  sent  for  to  pay  the  five 
regiments  to  the  eastwaid  till  a  fresh  supply  arrives,  of 
which  Congress  is  informed.  General  Heath,  since  my 
arrival  here,  has  obtained  a  warrant  upon  the  Paymaster  for 
money  to  replace  the  sum  which  your  Committee  kindly 
lent  him ;  and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  General 
Thompson  told  me  that  he  also  meant  to  do  the  same. 
These  matters  shall  be  inquired  into. 

"  With  great  respect,  I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  most  obe- 
dient and  most  humble  servant, 

"  George  Washington." 

"  To  His  Excelkncy  General  Washington,  Commander- 
in-  Chief  of  the  American  Army. 
"May  it  please  your  Excellency:  In  obedience  to 
the  orders  given  us,  we  have  met  and  deliberated  upon  tlie 
several  matters  referred  to  us  by  your  Excellency,  and  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  the  following  Signals  be  given  upon  the 
approach  of  any  number  of  ships  towards  this  Port,  viz : 
Upon  the  appearance  of  any  number  of  ships  by  day,  from 
one  to  six,  a  large  Flag  is  to  be  hoisted  on  the  highlands 
of  Neversink;  upon  the  appearance  of  any  number  from 
six  to  twenty,  two  Flags ;  and  for  any  greater  number,  three 
Flags.  Those  Flags  to  be  hoisted  upon  Flag-Stafts,  ar- 
ranged there  from  East  to  West,  at  twenty  yards  distance 
from  each  other.  The  Signals  by  night  to  be  given  by  an 
equal  number  of  fires,  arranged  in  the  same  order  and  at  the 
same  places.  These  Signals  to  be  reported  both  by  day 
and  night  on  the  heights  of  Staten-^Island,  by  Flags  and 
Fires,  arranged  in  the  same  manner.  The  commanding 
officer  in  each  of  those  departments  to  see  that  a  good  look- 
out be  kept  for  ships  both  by  day  and  night ;  and,  upon  their 
appearance,  he  is  not  only  to  give  the  Signals  before-men- 
tioned, but  is,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  give  intelligence  by 
express  to  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

"  We  recommend  that  the  day  Signal  be  given  by  large 
Ensigns,  with  broad  stripes  of  red  and  white ;  and  that,  upon 
the  appearance  of  three  Flags  by  day  or  three  Fires  by 
night,  the  country  is  to  take  the  alarm,  and  communicate  it 
as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  calling  in  the  Militia. 
•  "  John  Sullivan, 

"  Nathaniel  Greene, 
"  Stirling." 

Die  Sabbati,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  April  27, 1776. 

The  Committee  met  pui-suant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Chaimian. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  McDougall,  Major 
Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Colonel  Brasher,  Cap- 
tain Denning. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Oolhoudt. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Corthndt. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Van  Brunt. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker. 

A  Letter  from  John  Dennis,  Chairman  of  New-Bruns- 
wick Committee,  with  the  three  Prisoners  referred  to  in  the 
Letter  of  Samuel  Tucker,  President  of  the  New- Jersey  Com- 
mittee, received  on  the  25th  instant,  was  read  and  filed,  in 
the  words  following,  viz : 

"  City  of  New-Brunswick,  April  23,  1776. 
"  Sir  :  By  order  of  the  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  the  Province  of  New-Jersey,  I  herewith  send  you 
three  Prisoners,  who  deserted  from  the  ship  the  Lady  Gage. 
A  letter  containing  their  examination  was  sent  you  a  few 
days  ago ;  but  when  you  receive  their  personal  information, 
it  will  afford  you  more  satisfaction  than  could  be  expected 
from  a  letter. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  John  Dennis. 
"  To  the  President  of  tiie  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New-York,  or,  in  their  recess,  to  the  President 
of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  New-  York." 
Henry  Smith,  late  of  North- Castle,  being  examined,  says : 
That   one  Thomas  Gibson,  who  informed  the  examinant 
that  he  lived  at  Fishkill,  came  to  the  examinant  at  Joseph 
Golding's,  in  North-Castle,  and  persuaded  him  to  inlist; 
that  he  inlisted  about  the  1st  of  April;  that,  about  a  week 
afterwards,  he  left  home,  which  is  now  four  weeks  ago ;  that 


the  said  Thomas  Gibson  also  inlisted  IVilliam  West  and  John 
Lownsberry,  (son  of  Henry  Lownsbcrry,)  from  Cortlandt' s 
Manor;  John  Jones  and  Arthur  Orson,  (son  of  Joseph 
Orson,)  from  Sing-Sing;  and  Stephen  Daniels  and  himself, 
(the  said  Henry  Smith,)  from  North-  Castle ;  that  they  tra- 
velled in  the  night,  and  lay  by  one  day  in  the  woods,  and 
another  day  in  Turdy's  Barn,  about  two  miles  beyond  the 
fVIiite  Plains ;  that  he  thinks  Purdy  knew  they  were  in- 
listed,  and  going  on  ship-board ;  that  they  left  the  shore 
at  the  Narroivs,  on  Long-Island,  where  a  barge  received 
them  and  carried  diem  on  board  of  the  Lady  Gage.  That 
Jones  and  Orson  deserted  from  the  Lady  Gage ;  that 
Daniels  and  the  e'xaminant  came  off  together.  That  his 
father  did  not  know  that  he  inlisted.  That  Thomas  Gibson 
promised  him  three  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  bounty,  twenty 
Shillings  a  month  pay,  besides  clothing,  and  two  liundred 
acres  of  conquered  land.  That  there  were  about  one  hun- 
dred men  on  board  of  the  Lady  Gage,  most  of  them  coun- 
try people  and  recruits,  as  he  thinks,  and  some  of  them 
sailors.  That  he  saw  William  Loimtsberry  on  board  of  the 
ship ;  that  two  of  the  Gidneys  are  on  board,  one  named 
Solomon ;  that  some  men  of  the  name  of  Haynes  are  on 
board,  and  one  Robert  Sneadon ;  that  he  is  a  Sergeant  on 
board  ;  that  one  Barnes  is  there,  said  to  be  a  Lieutenant ; 
one  Campbell,  a  Captain.  That  they  had  some  guns  brought 
from  the  Phenix ;  that  they  had  only  salt  provisions  of  flour 
and  pork  on  board.  That  he  signed  a  paper  which  Thomas 
Gibson  produced  to  him  when  he  inlisted  ;  that  it  contained 
nothing  but  names,  to  his  knowledge ;  that  he  met  Gibson 
at  Joseph  Golden' s ;  that  James  Travis  is  on  board  of  the 
ship ;  that  they  tarried  about  a  week  at  Daniel  Denton's, 
below  Hempstead,  and  at  a  tavern  in  the  town  of  Hemp- 
stead, before  they  went  on  board  of  the  ship,  and  that  Gib- 
son supported  them. 

A  Letter,  or  recommendation,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
County  of  Ulster,  dated  the  4th  day  of  April,  1776,  signed 
by  Johannes  Hardenbergh,  Chairman,  was  read  and  filed. 
They  thereby  (pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  of  this  Colony)  recommend  Henry  Wisner,  Jun., 
Esquire,  and  Major  Phillips,  in  partnership,  as  proper  per- 
sons (having  the  convenience  of  a  good  stream)  to  erect 
Mills  and  carry  on  the  manufacturing  of  Gunpowder. 

Another  Letter,  or  recommendation,  from  the  Committee 
of  Orange  County,  dated  April  18,  1776,  and  signed  by 
Elihu  Marvin,  Chairman,  was  read  and  filed.  They  there- 
by recommend  Henry  Wisner,  Esq.,  and  John  Carpenter, 
as  proper  persons  to  erect  and  carry  on  the  manufacturing 
of  Gunpowder,  and  recommend  a  place  at  or  near  John 
Carpenter's  Saw-Mill  as  a  proper  place  for  building  the 
same. 

A  Letter  and  application  from  Henry  Wisner,  Jun.,  re- 
lative to  the  Powder-Mill  to  be  erected  agreeable  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Ulster  County,  was 
read  and  filed.  He  thereby  applies  for  the  loan  of  the 
money  resolved  by  Congress  in  such  case  to  be  sent. 

A  Certificate,  or  recommendation,  from  the  Committee  of 
Albany,  dated  March  30,  1776,  signed  by  Abraham  Yates, 
Jun.,  Chairman,  was  read  and  filed.  They  thereby  recom- 
mend Henry  Van  Rensselaer  and  Sons,  of  Claverack,  as 
proper  pei-sons  for  erecting  a  Powder-Mill  for  manufacturing 
Gunpowder  at  Claverack,  at  the  distance  of  more  than  two 
miles  from  Hudson's  River. 

The  said  John  Carpenter  in  person,  and  the  said  Henry 
Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  in  person,  applied  to  the  Committee 
for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds  each,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  their  partnei-s,  according  to  the  Resolution 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  9th  day  of  March  last,  in 
such  case  made  and  provided. 

Resolved,  That  each  of  the  said  three  Companies,  apply- 
ing, are  entided  to  the  loan  of  one  thousand  Pounds,  and 
that  an  order  shall  be  issued  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds  to 
each  Company  respectively,  as  soon  as  they  give  such 
security  and  enter  into  such  contract  as  is  mentioned  in  the 
said  Resolution  of  the  9th  of  March  last. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Albany  was  read,  and  is 
in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Albany  Committee-Chamber,  April  11,  1776. 

"  Sir:  Yours  of  the  1st  instant,  together  widi  a  copy  of 
General  Putnam's  letter  of  the  5th,  directed  to  die  Chair- 
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man  of  tlie  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Province  of  New- 
York,  we  have  before  us  ;  and  now  to  the  contents. 

"  We  have  now  the  oflicers  of  five  Companies  recruiting 
in  this  City  and  County  ;  tlieir  names,  and  the  number  of 
men  by  them  respectively  inlisled,  you  have  in  the  enclosed 
return;  and,  considering  that  nearly  the  whole  of  Colonel 
Van  Schttkk's  Regiment  is  recruited  in  this  County,  and 
that  General  Schuyler  has  engaged  here  a  number  of  car- 
penters and  batteaumen  for  the  Continental  service,  we 
are  persuaded  that  no  part  of  the  censure  thrown  on  this 
Colony  can  justly  be  attributed  to  this  County;  besides,  our 
officers  without  an  advance  of  a  shilling  of  money  must 
necessarily  meet  with  difficulties  in  recruiting,  when,  with 
many,  the  principal  inducement  to  inlist  arises  from  the 
hopes  of  cash.  This  Committee,  some  time  ago,  apprized 
of  these  difficulties,  wrote  to  Congress  for  such  a  sum  of 
money  as  they  might  conceive  necessary  to  promote  the 
service. 

"  Without  any  authority  over  the  troops,  this  Committee 
are  at  a  loss  to  know  how  they  can  order  their  march.  They 
will  refer  the  request  to  General  Schuyler. 

"  By  the  promotion,  death,  or  removal,  of  several  of  the 
Militia  officei-s  in  this  City  and  County,  it  often  happens  that 
vacancies  arise  in  the  Regiments.  We  would  therefore  be 
glad  if  you  would  furnish  this  Committee  with  about  one 
hundred  blank  commissions,  which  will  be  filled  up,  from 
time  to  time,  as  occasion  may  arise,  and  return  to  Congress 
the  names  of  such  officere  as  shall  be  so  commissioned. 

"  We  observe  a  resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  re- 
questing all  Tories  to  be  disarmed ;  we  humbly  request  to 
receive  with  all  speed  your  instructions  in  the  premises. 

"  We  are,  respectfully,  sir,  your  very  humble  servants. 
"  By  order  of  the  Committee : 

"  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Chairman." 

Tlie  List  and  Return  of  the  Companies  raising  in  the 
County  of  Albany  was  read  and  fijed,  and  is  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

"  Albany,  April  11,  1776. 

"List  of  Officers  recruiting  in  the  City  and  County  of 
Albany,  and  the  number  of  Men  inlistedfor  each  Com- 
pany. 

"  Cornelius  Van  Santvoordt,  Captain;  Abraham  Becker,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Obadiah  Vaughan,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Da- 
vid Becker,  Ensign. — Eighty-nine  men  inlisted. 

" SamuelVanVeghten,  Captain  ;  John  Hoogkirk,  First  Lieu- 
tenant; John  Ball,  Second  Lieutenant;  Daniel  Everts, 
Ensign. — Forty-seven  men  inlisted,  officers  included. 

"John  H.  Wendell,  Captain ;  John  C.  Ten  Broeck,  First 
Lieutenant ;  John  Welch,  Second  Lieutenant ;  John  Os- 
trander,  Ensign. — Forty-nine  men  inlisted,  officers  in- 
cluded. 

"Gerrit  S.  Veeder,  Jun.,  Captain  ;  Solomon  Pendleton,  First 
Lieutenant ;  David  Bates,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Ephraim 
Snow,  Ensign. — Thirty-eight  men  inlisted. 

^'Harman  Vossburgh,  Captain ;  Barent  Staats,  (Salisbury,) 
First  Lieutenant ;    Isaac  Bogert,   Second    Lieutenant ; 
Silas  Howard,  Ensign. — Seventy  men  inlisted,  officere 
included. 
"  Two  Companies  in  Tryon  County.     Henry  O'Hara, 

Captain  in  Charlotte  County. 
"  Colonel  Wynkoop. 
"  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cortlandt." 

The  Committee  took  the  said  Letter  and  Return  from  the 
Committee  of  Albany  into  consideration  ; 

And  thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  Companies  within 
mentioned,  the  two  Tryon  County  Companies,  and  Cap- 
tain O'Hara's  Company,  compose  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Re- 
giment. 

And  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Peter  V.  B.  Living- 
ston, Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this 
Colony,  advance  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Philip  Cortlandt 
the  sura  of  one  thousand  Pounds  (out  of  the  first  moneys 
that  shall  come  into  the  Treasury)  for  the  recruiting  and 
billeting  of  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regiment ;  that  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cortlandt  proceed  to  Albany,  to  forward  the  recruit- 
ing of  the  said  Regiment ;  that  he  wait  on  his  Excellency 
General  Washington  for  such  directions  as  he  shall  give ; 
and  that  he  call  on  Colonel  Wynkoop  in  his  way  for  his  aid 
and  direction  and  assistance. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Doctor  Ebenezer  Haviland 


be,  and  is  hereby,  appointed  Surgeon  to  Colonel  Wynkoop's 
Regiment ;  and  that  he  immediately  take  the  directions  of 
the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment,  as  to  his  duty  and  at- 
tendance. 

The  Committee  then  took  into  consideration  the  appoint- 
ment of  Companies  to  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment. 

And  thereupon  appointed  the  following  Companies  to 
compose  that  Regiment,  viz :  1,  Captain  Griffin's  Company  ; 
2,  Captain  Rosekran's  Company  ;  3,  Captain  Davis's  Com- 
pany ;  4,  Captain  Jackson's  Company ;  5,  Captain  Bell- 
knap's  Company ;  6,  Captain  Swnrtivouf  s  Company  ;  7, 
Captain  Childs's  Company  ;  8,  Captain  Roe's  Company. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this  appointment  be  given  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry  B.  Livingston. 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Committee  that  there 
are  some  of  the  Sentinels  of  Colonel  Ritzcma's  Regiment 
sick ;  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  appoint  a  Surgeon  or  Mate 
to  take  care  of  them. 

As  Doctor  Woodruff,  who  has  been  recommended  by  Co- 
lonel Ritzema  to  that  Regiment,  is  not  yet  returned  from 
Canada,  and  is  soon  expected,  the  Committee  are  deter- 
mined to  appoint  a  Surgeon's  Matp  to  the  Regiment. 

The  certificate  of  Doctor  John  Jones  and  Doctor  Samuel 
Bard,  dated  the  13th  day  of  April,  recommending  Daniel 
Menema,  and  which  has  since  remained  on  file,  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Daniel  Menema  be  appointed,  and  he  is 
hereby  appointed,  Surgeon's  Mate  to  the  Regiment  of  Con- 
tinental Troops  whereof  Rud.  Ritzema,  Esq.,  is  Colonel. 

The  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  recommenda- 
tion of  two  gentlemen  to  the  Continental  Congress,  for  the 
Majority  of  Colonel  McDougall's  Regiment. 

And  thereupon,  Resolved  and  Agreed,  That  Major  Bar- 
nabas Tuthill,  of  Suffolk  County,  and  Captain  Marimis 
Willet,  of  this  City,  be  recommended  to  Congress  for  that 
office. 

Doctor  Treat,  at  the  request  of  the  Committee,  attended. 
He  informed  the  Committee  that  he  has  reason  to  believe 
that  the  orders  to  Mr.  Adams  for  medicines  for  two  of  the 
Armed  Vessels  are  nearly  completed ;  that  bark  is  scarce, 
and  not  to  be  obtained ;  that  the  quantity  purchased  by  the 
Colony,  and  in  his  care,  is  large,  being  one  hundred  weight 
or  upwards;  that  medicines  are  provided  for  three  Regi- 
ments of  this  Colony  ;  that  he  stands  in  need  of  one  or 
two  pounds  of  bark  for  the  use  of  such  Continental  Troops 
now  here  as  liave  not  Surgeons  to  their  Regiments ;  that 
Adams  has  some  pretence  to  a  preference  to  a  small  part  of 
those  medicines,  if  any  are  spared,  because  he  made  and 
furnished  to  the  importer  the  invoice  for  importing  them. 

Mr.  Adams's  application  for  part  of  the  medicines,  was 
also  read. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Treat  supply  Mr.  Adams  with 
such  Medicines  (out  of  those  in  his  custody  belonging  to  the 
Colony)  as  will  complete  the  Medicine-Chests  for  the  Armed 
Vessels  ;  and,  also,  with  five  pounds  of  Bark  for  Mr.  Adams's 
own  use. 

And  Ordered,  That  Doctor  Treat  have  liberty  to  use  so 
much  of  those  Medicines  as  he  shall  have  occasion  for,  for 
the  use  of  the  Troops  which  he  now  does,  or  shall  hereafter 
attend,  while  the  Medicines  are  in  his  custody. 

Die  LuniB,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  April  29,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Chairman. 
FoK  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands,  Colonel  McDm- 

gall,  Mr.  Bancker. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Cortlandt. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop. 

Only  six  Counties  appearing,  the  Members  continued 
together  till  one  o'clock,  and  adjourned  to  three  o'clock. 

Die  LuniB,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  April  29,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands^  Colonel  McDou- 
gall, Mr.  E.  Bancker. 

Fob  Ajlbany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
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For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Corihndi. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 

Henry  Fan  Rensselaer,  Esquire,  attending,  was  admitted. 
At  his  request,  they  consented  and  agreed,  that  Mr. 


have  four  weeks  to  complete  his  application  for  the  loan  of 
one  thousand  Pounds,  for  the  erection  of  a  Powder-Mill,  by 
giving  the  necessary  security,  and  entering  into  contract, 
agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

A  draft  of  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Albany,  in  an- 
swer to  their  Letter  of  the  11th,  was  read  and  approved  of, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Gentlemen  :  We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favour 
of  the  1 1  th  instant,  with  the  returns  of  the  companies  raisino- 
in  your  County.  These  companies,  with  the  two  compa- 
nies from  Tryon  County,  and  one  from  Charlotte  County, 
are  placed  under  Colonel  Wynkoop;  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cortlandt,  with  one  thousand  pounds  in  cash,  proceeds  im- 
mediately for  Albany,  to  take  charge  of  the  Regiment,  unless 
Colonel  Wynkoop  should  be  there. 

The  Treasury  has  been  empty  many  days.  This  has 
rendered  us  unable  to  give  any  prior  assistance  with  cash. 

Enclosed  you  have  copies  of  the  resolutions  and  recom- 
mendations for  disarming  disaffected  persons.  We  again 
earnestly  recommend  to  you  to  carry  them  into  execution 
without  delay,  and  with  all  possible  vigour. 

We  expected  Peter  R.  Livingston,  Esq.,  had  furnished 
you  with  these  resolutions  long  since,  and  the  arms  of  such 
disaffected  persons  would  in  part  arm  the  troops  raised  in 
this  Colony  for  Continental  service. 

We  have  not  the  number  of  blank  commissions  you  re- 
quest. We  have  not  delivered  out  any  blank  commissions 
hitherto,  and  hope  it  will  not  be  inconvenient  to  your  Com- 
mittee to  have  them  delayed  until  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

We  are,  respectfully,  gentlemen,  yours,  &.c. 
To  Abraham  Yates,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Chairman,  and  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Albany. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  April  29,  1776. 

Sir  :  Your  favour  of  the  27th,  we  have  received  ;  in  an- 
swer to  which,  we  would  inform  you  that  we  shall,  as  soon 
as  possible,  take  measures  for  putting  our  Militia  in  such  a 
situation  as  to  afford  the  Army  the  most  speedy  and  effec- 
tual assistance  in  our  power,  whenever  you  shall  think  it 
necessary  to  call  for  their  aid,  either  for  the  defence  of  this 
or  the  neighbouring  Colonies.  We  thank  you  for  the  infor- 
mation respecting  the  signals  fixed  upon  below  to  give  intel- 
ligence of  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  We  assure  you,  sir, 
we  meant  not  by  our  letter  to  intimate  the  least  desire  of 
being  consulted  in  that  matter,  for  which  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Amiy  must  be  more  competent  than  ourselves ;  but  as 
you  intimated  that  similar  signals  might  possibly  be  of  ser- 
vice in  assembling  the  Militia  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
city  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  New-Jersey,  we  proposed  to 
appoint  a  Committee  to  wait  upon  you  ;  and  that  we  might 
be  informed  of  any  plan  that  you  might  have  thought  of  for 
that  purpose. 

We  omitted  in  our  last  to  inform  you  that  we  have  not 
been  entirely  inattentive  to  the  subject  of  this  part  of  your 
recommendation.  Every  regiment  of  our  Militia  has  its 
place  of  rendezvous  appointed,  and  riders  are  fixed  at  diffe- 
rent stages  in  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  to  alarm 
the  country  in  case  of  invasion  ;  but  if,  upon  consideration, 
we  shall  judge  that  signals  may  be  of  service  in  calling  in 
our  Militia  more  speedily  than  can  be  done  in  that  way,  we 
shall  communicate  to  you  our  determinations  upon  that  head. 

We  are  sorry  to  find  there  is  a  possibility  of  misunder- 
standing the  passage  in  our  letter  respecting  the  four  batta- 
lions raising  in  this  Colony.  Be  assured,  sir,  that  we  never 
considered  them  as  under  our  direction,  except  so  far  as 
concerned  the  forming  and  equipping  them.  And  if  you  will 
be  pleased  to  refer  yourself  to  our  last  letter,  the  distinction 
taken  therein  between  the  four  battalions  and  Van  Schaick's 
Regiment  will  convince  you  that  we  meant  nothing  more 
than,  in  obedience  to  Congress,  to  have  the  completing  of 
them  for  the  command  of  the  Continental  General.  Nor  do 
we  esteem  them  so  pointedly  under  our  direction  in  this  re- 
spect as  to  exclude  your  solicitude,  as  Commander-in-Chief, 


to  have  them  speedily  completed  and  armed ;  a  solicitude 
highly  becoming  your  station,  and  which,  instead  of  affording 
the  least  ground  for  umbrage,  serves  to  heighten  the  opinion 
which  your  former  conduct  has  invariably  taught  us  to  en- 
tertain of  your  vigilant  attention  to  the  important  duties  of 
your  office,  and  of  your  zeal  for  the  defence  and  security  of 
the  rights  of  this  much  injured  country.  You  have  an  un- 
questionable right  to  know  the  state  of  the  regiments  raising 
in  this  Colony  ;  and  it  has  given  us  no  small  concern  that  we 
have  not  been  able  to  procure  the  necessary  returns  from  the 
Counties  (though  we  have  some  time  since  taken  the  proper 
steps  for  that  purpose)  to  enable  us  to  give  you  other  than  a 
very  partial  and  unsatisfactory  information  upon  that  head. 

We  enclose  you  a  return,  in  which  you  will  find  the  first 
battalion  is  most  deficient.  The  return  is  formed  from  infor- 
mation which  came  to  hand  since  we  had  the  honour  of 
writing  our  last  letter  to  you.  We  send  you  herewith  a 
blank  warrant  containing  our  terms  of  inlistment,  which  are 
substantially  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress.  But, 
upon  these,  we  would  observe,  that  although  it  appeared  to 
us  that  the  defence  of  this  Colony  was  the  primary  or  more 
immediate  object  for  which  the  four  battalions  were  design- 
ed, yet  we  took  particular  pains  to  inform  the  recruiting  offi- 
cers that  we  did  not  conceive  that  to  be  the  only  object, 
but  tliat  they  would  be  liable  to  be  ordered  into  any  of  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  (Canada  excepted,)  where  the  com- 
manding officer  in  this  department  should  judge  their  assist- 
ance to  be  necessary  for  repelling  the  invasions  of  our  com- 
mon enemy.  We  hope,  sir,  that  the  general  nature  of  the 
cause  we  are  engaged  in,  the  generous  attention  of  the  Con- 
tinent to  the  defence  and  security  of  this  Colony,  and  the 
readiness  of  our  neighbours  to  come  to  our  assistance  from 
time  to  time  when  they  have  apprehended  us  to  be  in  dan- 
ger, will  serve  to  exclude  from  our  minds  the  narrow  distinc- 
tion of  Colonies,  and  teach  us  to  esteem  the  British  fleets 
and  armies  as  much  our  enemies  while  on  the  coasts  of 
Connecticut,  New-Jersey,  or  Carolina,  as  if  they  lay  in  the 
East  River. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this 
day,  enclosing  the  resolve  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  arm- 
ing the  New-  York  Battalions.  In  answer  to  which,  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  our  letter  of  the  25th  instant ;  and  to 
assure  you  that  we  shall  exert  ourselves  by  every  means  in 
our  power  for  their  being  properly  armed  and  accoutred. 

To  General  Washington. 

In  Committee  of  Safety,  New- York,  April  29,  1776. 

GENTLEsrEN :  On  the  23d  of  March  last,  we  wrote  to 
you  upon  a  subject  of  the  utmost  importance — the  com- 
mand in  the  Marine  department  on  the  Lakes.  Our  appli- 
cation was  occasioned  by  a  letter  from  General  Schuyler,  a 
copy  of  which  we  then  enclosed  to  you.  The  General,  in 
that  letter,  informed  our  Congress  that,  in  case  Major  Doug- 
lass should  decline  that  command,  there  was  "  no  person  he 
would  more  willingly  have  to  command  the  vessels  than  Cajj- 
tain  Wynkoop ;  and  requested,  at  any  rate,  to  send  him  up 
the  soonest  possible,  with  a  sufficient  number  of  sailors  for 
the  two  schooners  and  sloop."  We  further  informed  you 
that  we  immediately  sent  for  Captain  Wynkoop,  conmiuni- 
cated  to  him  the  General's  letter,  and  sent  him,  with  a  copy 
of  it,  to  Major  Douglass ;  that  he  delivered  it  to  him,  and 
received  for  answer  from  Major  Douglass,  that  "  he  was 
then  in  service,  and  that  it  would  be  at  least  two  nrwnths 
before  he  could  attend  at  the  Lakes,  if  his  health  would 
permit ;"  that  we  thereupon  wrote  him  a  letter,  a  copy  of 
which,  and  of  his  answer,  we  also  enclosed  to  you.  In  our 
letter  to  him  we  gave  him  a  gentle  reproof  for  his  uncertain 
answer  to  Wynkoop,  and  signified  that  we  expected  his  im- 
mediate answer,  and,  in  case  of  his  acceptance,  he  should 
stand  ready  for  the  execution  of  his  duty  at  a  minute's  warn- 
ing, whenever  the  service  should  require  it.  In  his  answer  he 
informed  us,  "  I  told  Captain  Wynkoop  what  I  now  tell  you, 
that  wh(?never  I  should  receive  ordere  from  the  Congress  or 
General,  I  was  willing  to  comply,  if  my  health  would  per- 
mit ;  and,  as  Captain  Wynkoop  is  desired  by  the  General 
to  get  his  men  and  go  up,  I  beg  you  would  assist  and  for- 
ward him ;  and  if  I  am  not  called  upon,  shall  endeavour  to 
serve  my  country  in  some  station  of  as  much  importance  as 
to  command  the  Lakes."  We  further  reminded  you  in  the 
above-mentioned  letter,  that  the  season  was  so  far  advanced 
that  the  service  would  suffer  if  the  vessels  on  the  Lakes 
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were  not  immediately  employed.  And  conceiving  that 
Major  Douglass's  indetermination  would  make  room  for  a 
new  appointment,  we  took  the  liberty,  through  you,  to  re- 
commend Captain  Jf'ynkoop,  as  a  person  who  was  bred  a 
mariner,  had  frequently  been  master  of  mercantile  vessels, 
had  served  with  reputation  in  the  last  war,  both  in  tlie  land 
and  sea  service;  that  we  then  thought  him  (as  we  still  do) 
an  officer  of  merit,  and  that  we  had  heard  his  conduct  in 
the  last  campaign  highly  applauded  ;  conceived  him  to  be 
worthy  of  the  trust,  and  thought,  from  General  Schuyler's 
letter,  the  appointment  would  not  be  disagreeable  to  him. 
We  further  informed  you  that  Captain  Wynkoop  would  not 
continue  in  the  Marine  service  under  Major  Douglass;  but 
that,  nevertheless,  we  had  prevailed  on  him,  with  the  argu- 
ment of  danger  that  the  service  would  suffer,  to  engage  sea- 
men, and  proceed  to  the  General  with  all  possible  despatch. 
To  this  letter  we  have  hitherto  not  been  favoured  with  an 
answer,  but  have  heard  a  report  that  some  order  from  Con- 
tinental Congress  has  been  sent  to  Major  Douglass  to  repair 
to  the  post  assigned  him.  General  Schuyler,  still  attentive 
to  the  importance  of  the  service  on  the  Lakes,  in  a  letter  of 
the  4th  instant  to  General  Thompson,  who  furnished  us  with 
a  copy  of  it,  writes  thus :  "  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  request 
the  j\ew-  York  Congress  that  the  sailors  may  be  sent  up  with- 
out delay."  In  consequence  of  this,  we  sent  for  Captain 
Wynkoop,  being  convinced  of  the  impossibility  of  sending 
up  the  seamen  without  an  officer,  and  engaged  him  to  inlist 
the  men,  and  to  proceed  to  put  the  vessels  in  order,  under 
the  present  uncertainty  of  his  station,  on  condition  that  he 
be  permitted  to  quit  the  service  in  case  he  should  be  super- 
seded. Of  this  we  informed  General  Schuyler  by  letter  of 
the  25th  instant,  of  which  Captain  Wynkoop,  who  is  gone 
up  with  his  seamen,  is  the  bearer.  After  what  has  been 
said  already  in  recommendation  of  Captain  Wynkoop,  we 
shall  presume  to  say  no  fnore  than  that,  in  case  Major 
Douglass  should  decline,  we  hope  that  this  fresh  instance 
of  Captain  Wynkoop' s  zeal  for  the  publick  service,  added  to 
his  former  merit,  will  have  sufficient  weight  with  the  Con- 
gress to  confirm  him  in  that  command  which  was  destined 
for  Major  Douglass. 

We  herewith  send  you  the  petitions  and  remonstrances  of 
New-York  for  redress  of  grievances. 

Major  Benedict,  of  the  First  JNew-  York  Battalion,  con- 
ceiving himself  unfit  for  that  office,  has  rilade  a  voluntary 
resignation,  by  which  that  Majority  is  become  vacant.  On 
this  occasion  we  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty  to  hold  up  two 
candidates  for  the  choice  of  Congress — Major  Barnabas 
Tuthill,  of  Colonel  Holmes's  Regiment  of  the  last  year's 
levies,  and  tiie  person  who,  from  ao  attention  to  rank,  we 
put  on  the  list  of  Lieutenant-Colonels  for  the  present  levies, 
is  one.  He  was  ai  officer  in  the  last  war,  and  we  have 
never  heard  anything  to  his  disadvantage,  either  in  civil  or 
military  character.  Captain  Marinus  Willet  was  in  service 
during  the  last  war,  and  was  Captain  in  the  last  year's 
New-  York  levies ;  and  with  an  attention  to  his  rank  as 
Second  Captain  in  the  First  Battalion,  and  when  CaptaiH 
Weisenfels,  who  was  the  First  Cajilain,  was  promoted  to  a 
Lieutenant-Colonelcy,  we  recommended  Captain  Willet  for 
tlie  Majority  ;  but  by  some  mistake,  as  we  conceive,  Cap- 
tain Benedict,  the  Second  Captain  of  the  Fourth  Battalion, 
was  preferred  to  him.  Captain  JVillet  cannot,  in  our  opinion, 
have  a  better  recommendation  than  General  Schuyler's  let- 
ter to  us  of  the  4th  of  March  last,  which  is  literally  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit :  "  When  an  officer  has  acted  with  remarkable 
attention  and  propriety,  it  becomes  a  duty  in  his  commander 
to  give  publick  testimony  of  it :  such  has  been  the  conduct 
of  Captain  Willet  during  the  last  campaign.  He  is  there- 
fore entitled  to  the  attention  of  his  country."  For  these 
reasons  we  beg  leave  to  hold  up  Captain  Willet  as  another 
candidate  for  the  Majority.     And  are,  &c. 

To  our  Delegates,  at  Philadelphia. 

"New- York,  April  28,  1776. 
"  Gentlemen  :  Sometime  before  I  left  Cambridge,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  of  Congress  to  apply  to  the  Assemblies  or 
Conventions  of  the  four  New-England  Colonies  for  arms  to 
supply  the  deficiency  of  their  respective  regiments,  and  if 
not  to  be  had,  to  discharge  the  men  that  wanted  them. 
When  I  came  to  this  place,  and  was  informed  by  Colonel 
Ritzema  of  the  want  of  tiiis  article  for  his  regiment,  and 
the  other  troops  of  this  Colony,  it  became  my  duty  to  make 


this  want  known  to  Congress,  at  the  same  time  giving  it  as 
my  opinion  that,  as  we  found  it  no  easy  matter  to  recruit 
men,  with  the  expedition  they  were  required,  it  might  be 
disserviceabic  to  discharge  any  of  the  York  troops,  as  some 
lucky  hit  miglit  throw  arms  into  our  hands.  In  consequence 
of  which,  I  received  by  post  the  enclosed  resolution,  which, 
without  delay,  I  lay  before  your  honourable  body;  and  am, 
gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"  George  Washington." 

"  In  Congress,  April  26,  1776. 

"  Resolved,  That  none  of  the  Troops  already  raised  be, 
for  the  present,  disbanded  for  want  of  Arms ;  and  that  the 
General  apply  to  the  Convention  and  Committee  of  Safety 
of  New-  York  for  such  Anns  as  may  have  been  collected 
under  the  Resolve  of  Congress  for  disanning  Non-Associa- 
tors  and  disaffected  persons,  or  any  other  Arms  they  can 
supply  and  deliver  to  the  New-York  Troops." 


Die  Martis,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  April  30,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    Williain  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Sands,  Mr.  Evert  Banc- 

ker.  Captain  Denning. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  LTlster. — Mr.  Wynkoop. 

Mr.  Abeel,  Deputy  Chairman  of  the  General  Committee 
of  the  City  of  New-  York,  attended,  and  was  admitted.  He 
informed  that  a  number  of  Fire-Arms,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  Troops  under  the  command  of  Captain  Clark,  are  at 
Captain  Clark's  house. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott  call  on  Mr.  Clark,  and  make 
inquiry  as  to  those  Arms. 

Mr.  Abeel  further  infonned  that,  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent and  request  of  the  Committee,  he  was  directed  to  in- 
form the  Committee  of  Safety  that  Mr.  Robert  Ray  has 
had  the  management,  inspection,  and  direction  of  all  Per- 
mits to  Vessels  permitted  to  export ;  and  that  the  General 
Committee  request  that,  in  the  establishment  of  a  Custom- 
House,  Mr.  Ray  may  be  thought  of  as  an  officer. 

Major  Malcom,  Captain  Wool,  and  Mr.  BlaJce,  of  the  Se- 
cond Battalion,  attending,  were  admitted.  Major  Malcom 
informed  the  Committee  that,  by  the  resignation  of  several 
Officers,  and  the  consequent  promotion  of  other  gentlemen 
in  their  places,  new  Commissions  are  become  necessary  for 
most  of  the  Officers  of  the  said  Battalion  ;  that  he  and  the 
gentlemen  with  him  were  sent  to  request  of  the  Committee 
the  said  Commissions.  Major  Malcom  further  informed 
that  the  Officers  of  that  Regiment  have,  amongst  them- 
selves, thought  of  such  pereons  as  would  be  agreeable  to 
them  for  Field-Officers ;  that  the  Regiment  are  fully  sensi- 
ble that  the  right  of  nomination  of  Field-Officers  belongs 
to  this  Committee,  and  not  to  the  Regiment,  but  that  the 
Officers  of  the  Regiment,  notwithstanding,  request  to  know 
whether  it  will  be  agreeable  that  they  should  mention  in 
their  Return,  by  way  of  recommendation,  the  names  of  those 
gentlemen  who  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Regiment  for 
Field-Officers. 

The  Committee  informed  Major  Malcom,  and  those  gen- 
tlemen with  him,  that  new  Commissions  should  be  made  out 
for  the  Captains  and  Subalterns  of  the  said  Regiment,  when 
a  return  of  their  names  and  rank  should  be  made  to  this 
Committee  ;  and  that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Commit- 
tee that  the  Officers  of  that  Regiment  should  mention  in 
their  Return  the  names  of  those  gentlemen  of  whom  they 
approved  for  their  Field-Officers ;  and  that  they  send  their 
Return  to  this  Committee,  by  Mr.  Stoutenburgh.  as  soon  as 
convenient. 

Mr.  Comfort  Sands  informed  the  Committee  that  he  is 
about  to  make  a  journey  to  and  heyond  Albany ;  that,  by  a 
detemiination  of  the  Committee  at  Albany,  it  is  become 
necessary  that  every  friend  to  liberty,  travelling  through 
their  District,  to  have  a  passport  from  some  Committee  of 
the  place  from  whence  he  came ;  that  therefore  he  requests 
a  Certificate  of  tliis  Committee. 
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A  Certificate  was  given  to  Mr.  Sands,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Com- 
fort Sands,  is  a  respectable  and  useful  Member  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  of  this  Colony,  and  of  this  Comniittee  of 
Safety ;  that  he  has  steadily  exerted  himself  as  a  sincere 
and  active  friend  to  the  liberties  of  this  country,  and  as  such 
he  is  hereby  most  cordially  recommended  to  all  friends  to 
American  liberty." 

"New- York,  April  30, 1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  perceive  by  the  tenour  of  your  favour 
of  yesterday,  that  my  letter  of  the  i25th  has  given  umbrage, 
which  I  am  sorry  for,  as  it  was  not  most  distantly  in  my 
ideas  to  give  any.  Three  things  led  me  to  suspect  that  the 
York  Battalions  were  not  upon  the  same  establishment  of 
the  other  Continental  Troops :  cuirent  report,  an  implied 
exception  in  the  order  for  detaching  six  more  battalions  to 
Canada,  and  that  part  of  your  letter  signifying  that  four  of 
these  battalions  were  to  be  raised  under  your  immediate 
direction  ;  which  intimation  coming  in  corroboration  of  the 
two  first  reasons,  (for  I  never  had  any  information  of  this 
matter  from  Congress,)  led  me  to  believe  that  you  intended 
•  it  as  a  genteel  hint  that  I  was  not  to  consider  them  in  the 
same  light  I  did  the  others.  It  was  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
therefore,  that  I  should  wish  to  know  the  extent  of  my 
authority  over  them,  that  my  conduct  might  be  regulated 
thereby,  or  that  I  should  be  so  solicitous  in  arming  regi- 
ments raised  for  local  purposes,  as  those  for  the  general 
service,  when  the  latter  are  also  greatly  deficient  in  this 
essential  point.  These  were  the  ideas  that  filled  my  mind 
at  the  time  of  writing.  If  the  extreme  hurry,  occasioned 
by  a  variety  of  business  which  is  continually  pressing  upon 
me,  clouded  the  meaning  I  wished  to  convey,  I  can  only 
add,  that  it  never  was,  and  I  hope  never  will  be,  my  inten- 
tion to  give  unprovoked  offence.  Of  this  your  Committee 
may  be  once  for  all  assured,  that  it  is  my  earnest  wish  to 
co-operate  with  them  in  every  measure  which  can  conduce 
to  the  general  good  ;  and  that  if  I  should  at  any  time  differ 
from  them  in  the  means,  I  shall  feel  my  share  of  the  con- 
cern ;  being,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 
humble  servant,  ,.  ^  T.r  „ 

'  "  (xEORGE   W  ASHINGTON. 


Die  Mercurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  1,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present:  Mr.  William  Pauldmg,  Cha.\rman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Colonel  McDoiigaB,  Ma- 
jor Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  J.  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  E.  Bancker. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredwelL 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  King's. — Colonel  Van  Brunt,  Mr.  Polhemus. 

A  Letter  from  Christopher  Tappen  and  Joseph  Gasherie, 
Esquires,*  Loan  Officers  of  the  County  of  Ulster,  dated  at 
Kingston,  April  2.3,  and  directed  to  Mr.  Wynkoop,  was 
read  and  filed.  They  thereby  inform  that  they  have  re- 
ceived more  of  the  money  mentioned  in  the  Resolution  of 
the  9th  day  of  March  last,  than  they  will  be  able  to  let  out. 
They  also  mention  sundry  other  difficulties  as  to  carrying 
the  said  Resolution  into  execution. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Letter  remain  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  John  Belknap,  dated  at  Fort 
Montgomery,  yesterday,  was  read  and  filed.  He  therein 
complains  that,  by  the  list  or  arrangement  which  he  has 

•  KijfosTos,  Ulsteh  Coustt,  .ipril  23,  1776. 

8iii:  Notwithstanding  the  resolve  passed  in  the  Provincial  Congress 
on  the  9th  o(  March,  1776,  prolonging  the  payment  of  one-tenth  part 
of  the  principal  sum  due  to  the  loan  officers  of  this  Colony,  many  per- 
sons, having  money  on  loan  in  this  County,  do  choose  to  pay  the  said 
sum,  which  we  do  not  think  safe  to  -refuse ;  and  being  at  a  loss  how  to 
dispose  of  the  moneys  so  paid  in,  and  conceiving  that  we  are  not  war- 
ranted by  the  said  resolve  to  put  those  moneys  out  on  interest,  (but  if 
this  is  intended  by  the  resolve,  we  beg  leave  to  inform  the  honourable 
Board  that  we  have  already  more  of  the  whole  principal  sums  paid  in 
than  what  we  think  we  shall  be  able  to  let  out,)  should  be  glad  and  re- 
quest their  directions  about  the  disposition  of  the  same. 

We  arc,  sir,  your  most  hiimble  servants, 

CnnisTtPHER  Tapfek, 

JOSKPH    GlSHERlK. 


seen  of  Colonel  Clinton^s  Regiment,  he  is  placed  below 
Captain  William  Jackson ;  that  he  is  willing  to  serve  his 
country,  but  cannot  serve  his  country  in  that  rank. 

Mr.  Stoutenburgh  delivered  in  a  Return  of  the  Field- 
Officers,  Captains,  Subalterns,  and  Staff-Officers,  of  the  Se- 
cond Battalion,  as  at  present  arranged.  The  same  was  read 
and  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  the  Officers  of  that 
Battalion,  agreeable  to  the  said  Return. 

Ordered,  That  Mr. Baylcy,  of  this  City,  Cutler,  be 

directed  to  exert  himself  to  finish,  with  all  possible  despatch, 
the  Trepanning  Instruments  and  Scalpels  which  he  was 
employed  to  make  for  this  Colony ;  that  he  give  that  work 
the  preference,  as  it  is  the  most  important ;  and  that  one  of 
the  Secretaries  serve  Mr.  Bayley  with  a  copy  of  this  order. 

Die  Mercurii,  4to  ho.  P  M  ,  May  I,  177«. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Mr.  William  Patdding,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Captain  Denning,  Colonel  Lott,  Cap- 
tain Rutgers. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  TredwelL 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper. 

For  King's. — Colonel  Van  Brunt. 

A  Letter  from  John  Jay,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates  of 
this  Colony  at  Continental  Congress,  was  read  and  filed, 
and  is  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Philadelphia,  April  27,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  The  Congress  having  been  informed  of  a 
very  extraordihary  oath  ordered  by  Govemour  Tryon  to  be 
administered  to  passengers  in  the  late  Pa'cket,  whereby  they 
bound  themselves  not  to  disclose  anything  relative  to  Ame- 
rican affairs,  except  to  the  Ministry,  have  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee, of  which  I  am  one,  to  ascertain  this  fact.  I  must 
therefore  request  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  appoint  proper  per- 
sons to  examine  into  this  matter,  and,  if  possible,  ascertain 
the  truth  of  the  report,  by  affidavits  taken  before  the  Mayor 
or  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

^^'''^^'  "John  Jay. 

"  To  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  Co- 
lony of  New-  York." 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alderman  j5r««Aer  and  Captain  Den- 
ning be  a  Committee  to  take  the  said  Letter,  and  comply 
with  the  contents  thereof,  and  report  thereon  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  or  this.  Committee  of  Safety. 

Francis  Lewis,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  to 
the  Continental  Congress,  attended  the  Committee,  and  de- 
livered in  a  charge  against  John  Thurman  and  Normand 
Tolmie,  which  (he  said  was  in  the  handwriting  of  one  of  the 
witnesses)  was  read  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit: 

"  On  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  the  2.3d  instant,  (April,) 
Messrs.  John  Thurman  and  Normand  Tolmie  reported,  in 
the  presence  of  Messrs.  William  Maxwell,  William  Lowther, 
John  Ramsay,  and  David  Currie,  that  Francis  Leivis,  Esq., 
having  had  an  order  from  the  Continental  Congress  to  make 
a  purchase  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  Duck  in  this  City, 
for  the  service  of  the  publick,  which  he  effected  at  the  rate 
of  three  Pounds  currency,  per  piece ;  but  that  he  charged 
and  rendered  an  account  thereof  to  the  said  Congress,  at  the 
rate  of  four  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  said  currency,  per  piece, 
for  same. 

"  Also  mentioned  that  there  were  several  instances  where 
persons  had  sent  their  vessels  with  cargoes  to  sea,  of  their 
own  property,  with  whom  the  Congress  had  agreed  to  run 
the  risk  of  the  whole  interest,  if  lost  or  taken ;  and  that  on 
the  arrival  of  said  vessels,  the  owners  were  to  receive  one 
hundred  per  cent,  advance  on  the  cargoes  from  the  Con- 
gress." 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Messrs.  John  Tliurman  and 
Normand  Tolmie,  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  do,  respec- 
tively, personally  appear  before  this  Committee,  at  the  As- 
sembly Chamber,  in  the  City-Hall  of  the  said  City,  to-mor- 
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row,  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  answer  to  a  charge 
exhibited  against  ilieni  by  Francis  Ijtivis,  Esq.,  for  piil)- 
lickly  charging  him  wiih  fraud  in  the  execution  of  a  trust  to 
which  he  is  apjxunted  by  order  of  the  honourable  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Pcttit,  the  Doorkeeper,  serve  Messrs. 
Thurman  and  Tohnie  each  w  itli  a  copy  hereof,  and  that  Mr. 
Pettit  summon  the  Witnesses  to  attend  likewise. 

Mr.  Pettit  returned  and  informed  the  Committee  that  he 
had  been  to  the  usual  places  of  abode  of  Messrs.  Thurman 
and  Tolmic ;  that  he  was  informed  Mr.  Thurman  was  gone 
to  Albany ;  that  Mr.  Tolmie  was  abroad,  but  was  expected 
home  in  the  morning ;  and  that  he  left  a  summons  at  his 
jjiouse. 

Die  Jovis,  A.  M.,  May  2,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  Nkw-Youk. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Captain 

Dcnnmg. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop.  Mr.  Wisner. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuypcr,  Colonel  Allison. 
For  SuFroLK. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  King's. — Colonel  Van  Brunt,  Mr.  Covenhoven. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Thomas,  Major 

Lockwood,  Colonel  Gilbert  Drake. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

Normand  Tolmic,  pureuant  to  the  summons  of  this  Com- 
mittee of  yesterday,  attended. 

Mr.  Tolmie  denied  the  general  charge  as  exhibited  against 
him  by  Mr.  Leivis. 

Mr.  Maxwell  and  Mr.  Currie  attended  likewise. 

Mr.  Mcumvell,  on  his  examination,  says :  That  Mr.  Thur- 
man said,  in  the  hearing  of  him,  Mr.  Currie,  Mr.  Lowther, 
and  Mr.  Ramsay,  that  in  several  instances  pei-sons  had  sent 
vessels  and  cargoes  to  sea,  of  their  own  property,  with  whom 
the  Congress  had  agreed  to  run  the  risk ;  and  that  the  per- 
sons or  shippers  were  to  have  a  profit  of  one  hundred  per 
cent,  on  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo ;  and  that  Mr.  Tolmie 
said  he  had  heard  the  same  story  some  months  ago. 

Mr.  Maxwell  further  said  that  Mr.  Thurman  declared,  in 
tlie  hearing  of  him  (Mr.  Maxwell)  and  the  other  gentlemen, 
that  Mr.  Lewis  had  purchased  a  quantity  of  Duck,  by  order 
and  on  account  of  the  Continental  Congress,  at  the  rate  of 
tliree  Pounds  per  piece,  and  that  Mr.  Lewis  rendered  an 
account  of  the  same  at  the  rate  of  four  Pounds  ten  Shillings 

fer  piece ;  that  Mr.  Thurman  said  he  knew  this  of  his  own 
nowledge. 
Mr.  Currie,  being  called,  agreed  with  Mr.  Maxwell  in  his 
relation  of  the  whole  conversation. 

Mr.  Tolmie  acknowledged  that  (on  Mr.  Thurman's  re- 
lating the  matter  relative  to  the  Congress  insuring  the  ves- 
sels, and  allowing  the  person  so  great  a  profit)  lie  said  he 
had  heard  the  same  story  some  montlis  ago,  but  that  he  had 
entirely  forgot  who  he  heard  it  of. 

A  Letter  from  John  Lloyd,  Jun.,  to  John  Sloss  Hobart, 
Esquire,  dated  the  8th  of  April,  and  another  Letter  froin 
Mr.  Lhyd  to  Thomas  Tredwell,  Esquire,  dated  the  25th  of 
April,  tlie  subject  whereof  is  hereinafter  recited,  were  seve- 
rally read.  The  Committee  came  to  a  detemiination  there- 
on, in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

Whereas  Henry  Lloyd,  who  is  under  the  censure  of  the 
publick,  and  has  lately  fled  from  Boston  with  tlie  Ministe- 
rial Fleet  and  Army,  has  left  a  considerable  Real  and  Per- 
sonal Estate  in  Q^ueen's  Village,  in  (Queen's  County,  on 
^'assaurlsland,  in  this  Colony  : 

And  whereas  his  nephew,  John  lAoyd,  Jun.,  of  Queen^s 
Village,  aforesaid,  has,  through  John  Sloss  Hobart,  Esquire, 
represented  to  this  Committee  his  willingness  to  save  the 
said  Estate  from  destmction  ;  and  that  the  live  stock  belong- 
ing to  the  said  Henry  Lloyd  is  in  a  sufleiing  condition,  and 
if  not  removed,  will,  from  its  exposed  situation,  be  in  danger 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy  during  the  course  of 
the  summer ;  and  requested  the  opinion  and  advice  of  this 
Committee  what  steps  he  should  take  respecting  said  Estate, 
especially  the  live  stock : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  John 
Lloyd,  Jun.,  that  he,  together  with  Zelndon  Williams  and 


Samuel  Totonsend,  Esquires,  do  take  an  exact  Inventory 
and  Appraisement  of  all  the  Real  and  Personal  Estate  of 
the  said  Henry  Lloyd,  witliin  this  Colony,  and  report  the 
same  in  writing  under  their  hands  to  this  Committee,  or  the 
Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  without  delay ;  and  that 
the  said  John  Lloyd,  Jun.,  remain  in  possession  of  the  said 
Real  and  Personal  Estate,  and  that  he  do  not  make  any 
sale  or  transfer  of  any  of  the  said  Real  or  Personal  Estate, 
until  order  can  be  taken  therein  by  Provincial  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  one  of  the  Secretaries  certify  a  copy 
thereof,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  said  John  Lloyd,  Jun. 

Die  Jovis,  P.  M.,  May  2,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pui-suant  to  adjournment. 

Present :    William  Paulding,  Esquire,  Chairman. 
For  New-You(c. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel   McDougall,  Mr. 

Evert  Bancker,  Colonel  Lott,  Captain  Denning. 
For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mr.  PauJ- 

ding.  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Thomas. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Wisner. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven,  Colonel  Van  Brunt. 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Cuyper. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker. 

A  Letter  from  Cornelius  D.  Wynkoop,  Esquire,  Colonel 
of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  the  Continental  Troops  raising 
for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  directed  to  Dirck  Wynkoop, 
Esquire,  was  read,  and  filed.  He  therein  recommends  Mr. 
George  Graham  as  Surgeon's  Mate  to  his  Regiment. 

A  Certificate  from  the  Doctors  John  Jones  and  Samuel 
Bard,  dated  April  10th,  1776,  was  also  read,  and  filed. 
They  therein  certify  that  they  have  attentively  examined 
Mr.  George  Graham  respecting  his  knowledge  in  Physick 
and  Surgery,  and  that  they  find  him  completely  qualified  to 
act  as  a  Surgeon's  Mate. 

Thereupon  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  George  Graham, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  Surgeon's  Mate  to  the  Fourth 
Regiment  of  Continental  Troops,  whereof  Cornelius  D. 
Wynkoop,  Esquire,  is  Colonel. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  supply  to  any  of  the 
Field-Officers  of  Colonel  Clinton^ s  Regiment,  or  the  order 
of  any  one  of  them,  and,  in  the  absence  of  all  the  Field- 
OfBcers  of  that  Regiment,  then  to  the  Captains  of  that  Re- 
giment, respectively,  the  following  articles  for  the  respective 
Companies  of  that  Regiment,  who  have  not  already  been 
supplied,  viz :  Shoes,  Frocks,  Bed-Covers,  Cartouch-Boxes, 
Belts,  and  Gun-Slings,  Canteens,  Haversacks,  and  Hose. 
And  that  he  take  receipts  of  such  Field-Officers  or  Captains, 
to  whom  he  shall  have  delivered  the  same. 

Colonel  Gilbert  Drake  having  informed  this  Committee 
that  he  is  bound,  by  bond,  for  seventy  Pounds  and  upwards, 
payable  to  William  Lownsberry,  (one  of  tlTb  persons  con- 
cerned in  spiking  the  Cannon  at  King's  Bridge,  and  who 
escaped  from  confinement,  and  is  now  supposed  to  be  on 
board  the  Asia  ship-of-war,)  on  the  1st  day  of  this  instant, 
(May,)  and  that  Reuben  Bloomer  had  applied  to  him  by 
letter,  signifying  that  he  was  authorized  by  the  said  Lowns- 
berry to  receive  the  said  moneys,  and  demanding  payment 
thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Colonel  Drake  withhold  pay- 
ment of  the  said  moneys  until  further  order  of  this  Com- 
mittee, or  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony.  And 
that  Colonel  Drake  cause  a  copy  of  this  order  to  be  served 
on  the  said  Reuben  Bloomer. 

A  Letter  from  Isaac  Gidney,  dated  the  20th  day  of  April, 
was  delivered  by  Colonel  Joseph  Bull,  and  read,  and  filed. 
The  said  Isaac  Gidney  requests  to  be  enlarged,  on  his 
giving  security  in  such  manner  as  this  Committee  shall 
direct. 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Isaac  Gidney,  a  Prisoner, 
confined  in  the  County  Jail  of  Westchester  County  by  order 
of  this  Committee,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  discharged  from  his 
confinement,  and  permitted  to  go  at  large  on  his  giving  suf- 
ficient security  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  tlie 
said  County,  that  he  will  personally  appear  before  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony 
when  he  shall  be  thereto  required  ;  that  he  will  not  bear 
arms  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  American  Colonies,  or 
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do  any  other  act  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  the  said  Colo- 
nies, or  contrary  to  any  resolution  or  order  of  liie  Conti- 
nental Congress  or  of  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee 
of  Safety,  or  of  any  of  the  County  Conuiiittees  of  this  Colo- 
ny, during  the  present  contest  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  American  Colonies ;  and  on  his  paying  the  ex))pnses  of 
his  confinement,  if  lie  has  any  means  wiierewitli  to  pay  the 
sanne. 

Whereas  Joshua  Gidney,  of  Westchester  Coimty,  who  was 
confined  as  Piisoner  for  his  agency  in  spiking  up  the  Can- 
non beyond  King's  Bridge,  formerly  escaped,  and  it  has 
been  intimated  to  this  Committee  of  Safety  tliat  the  said 
Joshua  Gidney  is  desirous  to  return  to  his  family,  and  give 
security  for  his  appearance  when  required,  and  future  good 
conduct : 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  said  Joshua  Gidney  be, 
and  is  hereby,  permitted  to  return  to  his  family  in  Westches- 
ter County,  and  to  go  at  large  on  his  giving  sufficient  secu- 
rity to  the  Chairman  of  tiie  Committee  of  the  said  County 
that  he  will,  from  lime  to  time,  personally  appear  before  the 
Provincial  Congress,  or  Cgmmittee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony, 
when  he  shall  be  thereunto  required ;  that  he  will  not  bear 
arms  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  American  Colonies,  or 
do  any  other  act  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  the  said  Colo- 
nies, or  contrary  to  any  resolution  or  order  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress,  or  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  Committee  of 
Safety  of  this  Colony  or  of  the  Committee  of  any  County 
inf  this  Colony  within  which  he  may  reside,  during  the  pre- 
sent contest  between  Great  Britain  and  the  American 
Colonies. 

A  Return  from  JVilliam  Cross,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Hanover  Precinct,  in  Ukter  County,  dated  the  22d 
of  April,  was  read  and  filed.  He  thereby  returns  Henry 
Van  Keuren  (who  had  been  formerly  elected  First  Lieute- 
nant) duly  chosen  Captain  of  the  Company  of  Militia  of 
Foot,  (foi-merly  commanded  by  Captain  William  Jackson, 
now  in  the  Continental  service,)  and  Robert  Munnel  duly 
elected  First  Lieutenant  in  the  place  oi  Henry  Van  Keuren 
promoted ;  that  the  elections  were  held  agreeable  to  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  in  the  presence 
of  John  Berkley,  James  Rea,  and  the  said  William  Cross. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  for  those  gentlemen, 
agreeable  to  the  said  Return  ;  and  they  were  then  issued 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Garrison,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  o{  Richmond, 
now  present,  requests  to  know : 

1st.  Whether  the  inhabitants  will  be  paid  for  some  Fire- 
wood furnished  to  the  Troops  in  Richmond  County.  And 
whether  they  must  continue  to  supply  the  said  Troops  with 
Firewood. 

2d.  To  whom  the  Committee  must  apply  for  payment  for 
repairing  the  Guard-House,  which  was  done  at  the  request 
of  Lord  Stirling. 

He  was  directed  to  apply  to  Colonel  Mifflin  for  both  these 
matters. 

Mr.  Garrison  mentioned  that  he  had  lent  a  small  sum  to 
an  Officer  recruiting  in  Richmond,  and  requested  to  know  if 
he  would  be  paid. 

He  was  desired  to  send  in  his  Account  before  the  Billet- 
ing Roll,  or  recruiting  fees  of  the  Company,  are  paid  off. 

Die  Veneris,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  3,  1776. 

The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.    Present : 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Colonel  McDou- 
gaU. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  Ji'^sner,  Jun. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Cuyper,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

Fqr  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Colonel  Jo- 
seph Drake,  Major  Lockwood,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Paul- 
ding. 

For  King's. — Colonel  Van  Brunt. 

Mr.  William  Paulding,  who  has  been  Chairman,  with 
leave,  departed,  that  County  being  fully  represented ;  and 
Dirck  Wynkoop,  Jun.,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  chosen  Chair- 
man. 

The  Committee  being  informed  that  Captain  Jesse  Hunt, 


of  Westchester  County,  is  about  to  take  a  journey  to  South- 
Carolina  ;  they  made  a  Certificate  as  to  Captain  Hunt,  and 
delivered  for  his  use  a  copy  thereof,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit : 

"  It  is  hereby  certified  that  the  bearer  hereof,  Captain  Jesse 
Hunt,  o{  I^ew-Rochelle,  in  Westchester  County,  is  one  of  the 
Captains  of  the  Militia  in  Colonel  Drake's  Regiment,  of  that 
County,  formed  pursuant  to  the  regulations  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  this  Colony  ;  that  the  said  Jesse  Hunt  is  a 
most  vigilant  and  active  officer,  a  steady  friend  and  guardian 
of  the  liberties  of  his  country,  and,  in  his  private  character, 
a  gentleman  of  good  reputation  ;  and  he  is  hereby  cordially 
recommended  to  all  friends  to  American  liberty." 

A  Return  from  the  Committee  of  Southhold,  attested  by 
Robert  Hempstead,  Chairman,  whereby  it  appears  that  the 
following  persons  were  chosen  Officers  of  two  Companies  of 
Minute-men  in  Colonel  Josiah  Smith's  Regiment,  viz : 

First  Company :  Jonathan  Bayley,  Captain ;  Joshua 
Youngs,  First  Lieutenant;  John  Tuthill,  Second  Lieute- 
nant ;  James  Reeve,  Ensign. 

Second  Company  :  Paul  Reeve,  Captain  ;  John  Corwin, 
First  Lieutenant ;  David  Horton,  Second  Lieutenant ;  I^a- 
thaniel  Hodson,  Ensign. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  Officers  re- 
spectively. 

A  Memorial  of  Dirck  Leffertse,  of  the  City  of  Neuf- 
York,  Merchant,  dated  the  1st  instant,  was  read,  and  filed. 
He  therein,  in  substance,  sets  forth,  that  upwards  of  thirty 
Minute-men  from  Westchester,  under  the  command  of  Co- 
lonel Drake,  have  been  quartered  upon  him  at  his  house, 
from  some  time  in  the  month  of  February  last  until  now,  or 
very  lately ;  that  he  has  furnished  them  with  many  neces- 
saries and  conveniences,  viz :  Firewood,  Vegetables,  Cider, 
&.C.  That  the  said  Minute-men,  by  order  of  Engineer  Smith, 
(as  he  supposed,)  went  on  the  woodland'of  the  Memorialist, 
purchased  for  his  own  particular  use  to  supply  his  family 
with  firewood,  and  cut  down  or  destroyed  a  great  part  of  the 
trees  there  growing,  and  almost  entirely  ruined  the  young 
wood  there,  for  building  the  Fort  at  Home's  Hook. 

The  Memorialist  thereby  prays  the  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee to  take  the  mattei-s  mentioned  in  the  said  Memorial 
into  consideration,  and  grant  him  such  redress  as  they  in 
their  discretion  may  think  reasonable  and  adequate  to  the 
loss  and  damage  he  has  sustained. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Memorial  be  referred  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Provincial  Congress. 


4to  ho.  P.  M.,  Die  Veneris,  May  3,  1176. 

The  following  Members  of  the  Committee  met : 

Dirck  Wynkoop,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Captain  Denning,  Colonel 

McDougall. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  (not  a  member.) 
For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covcnhoven,  Colonel  Van  Brunt. 

For  want  of  a  quorum,  no  business  could  be  done. 

At  six  o'clock,  for  Westchester,  Colonel  Gilbert  Dralte, 
Mr.  Thomas,  and  Major  Lockwood,  attended ;  but  several 
other  Members  having  before  departed,  there  was  not  a 
quorum  to  be  obtained,  though  a  Messenger  was  sent  out 
for  the  purpose. 

Die  Sabbali,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  4,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Dirck  Wynkoop,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott,  Captain  Denning,  Mr. 
Evert  Baiwker,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop. 

For  King's. — Colonel  Van  Brunt. 

For  Richmond j — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Tredwell. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  Mapv  Lock- 
wood,  Mr.  Thomas. 
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The  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  Letter  from 
Samuel  Tucker,  Esq.,  President  of  tlie  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Ncu^ Jersey,  dated  the  20lii  oi  April;  and  the  examina- 
tion of  Henry  Smith,  on  the of  April,  rehiling  to  the 

persons  therein  mentioned  to  have  been  employed  in  inhst- 
ing  men  for  the  Ministerial  Army. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  prepare  and 
certify  copies  of  the  said  Letter  from  Mr.  Tucker,  and  ex- 
amination of  Henry  Smith,  and  enclose  one  copy  of  each  to 
the  Chairman  of  the  County  Committee  of  Weschester 
County,  another  copy  of  each  to  the  Chairman  or  Commit- 
tee of  Correspondence  of  Dutchess  County,  and  a  third  copy 
of  each  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Precinct  Committee  at  Fish- 
kill. 

That  each  of  the  said  County  Committees,  and  the  Com- 
mittee ofFishkill,  respectively,  be  requested  to  give  the  most 
pointed  directions  and  use  every  means  in  their  power  to 
have  Thomas  Gibson  and  Robert  Hamilton  seized  and  taken  ; 
that  they  cause  both,  or  eitiier  of  them  that  may  be  taken, 
to  be  immediately  confined  in  close  Jail,  in  such  manner  as 
to  prevent  an  escape,  or  any  conference  with  any  accom- 
plice, until  he  or  they  respectively  can  be  brought  to  trial, 
or  until  the  further  order  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  or  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony  ;  and  that  each  of 
the  said  Committees  give  such  prudent  directions  as  to  pre- 
vent the  said  Thomas  Gibson  or  Robert  Hamilton  from 
having  any  notice  of  this  order,  or  of  any  proceedings 
thereon  that  may  occasion  their  flight. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston  atlended,  and  produced  his 
orders  from  General  Washington.  He  is  thereby  directed 
to  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  to  procure  Arms  for 
the  Soldiers  of  Colonel  Clinton's  Regiment. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  Conmiittees  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Dutchess  and  Ulster,  and  the  Committees  of  the  re- 
spective Districts  in  those  Counties,  deliver  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Livingston,  or  to  such  Captains  in  that  Regiment 
as  shall  have  Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston's  order,  so 
many  good  Arms,  fit  for  use,  out  of  those  collected  by  dis- 
arming disaffected  persons  in  their  respective  Counties  and 
Districts,  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  arming  of 
the  Companies  of  that  Regiment,  now  stationed  at  the  For- 
tifications in  the  Highlands  ;  that  the  Committees  take  care 
to  have  the  said  Arms  marked  and  appraised,  and  an  ac- 
count of  the  value,  mark,  and  appraisement  of  each  kept, 
before  the  same  are  delivered  ;  and  that  the  Captain  of  each 
Company  take  care  to  keep  a  roll  of  the  value  of  each  Gun, 
Musket,  or  Firelock,  which  shall  be  <lelivered  to  him,  and 
of  the  name  of  the  Soldier  to  whom  each  such  Gun,  Musket, 
or  Firelock,  shall  be  so  delivered  ;  and  that  he  deliver  one 
copy  of  such  Roll  and  value  of  the  Arms  of  his  (company, 
to  the  Colonel  or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment, 
and  another  copy  to  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee 
of  Safety  of  this  Colony, 

And  Ordered  further.  That  the  Committees  in  Suffolk 
County  do,  in  like  manner,  provide  and  deliver  Arms  to  die 
Captains  of  the  three  Companies  of  the  Second  Regiment, 
which  were  raised  in  that  County ;  and  that  those  Captains 
keep  and  return  the  like  Rolls  of  the  value  of  the  Arms  they 
may  so  receive,  and  of  the  names  of  their  respective  Soldici-s 
to  whom  delivered,  in  such  manner  that  each  Soldier  may 
be  accountable  for  the  Arms  delivered  to  him,  or  the  value 
thereof;  that  the  same  may  be  accounted  for  to  the  pub- 
lick. 

And  Resolved,  That  any  Captains  or  Officers  by  whose 
neglect  or  default  the  value  of  any  one  or  more  such  Arms 
shall  be  lost  to  the  publick,  shall  be  accountable  for  the  value 
thereof. 


Die  Lunoc,  10  ho.  A.  M  ,  May  6,  1776. 

The  following  Members  met  pursuant  to  adjournment : 

Present :  Dirck  Wynkoop,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New-Yokk. — Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Bancker. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Doctor  De  Witt,  Colonel 

Palmer. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  (who  is  not  a  member  of 

the  Committee,  though  a  member  of  Congress.) 
For  SuFFOLK.^jeneral  Woodhull,  Mr.  Tredwell. 
For  Kino's. — Mr.  Polhemits. 

Near  one  o'clock,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  Mem- 


bers to  form  a  Committee,  the  gentlemen  present  adjourned 
to  four  o'clock. 

All  persons  attending  on  the  Committee  on  matters  of 
business,  were  directed  to  attend  again  at  five  o'clock. 

4to  ho.  P.  M.,  May  6,  1776. 

The  following  Members  met  pui'suant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Dirck  Wynkoop,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  Lott. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  ffwner,  Mr.  DeWiti, 
Colonel  Palmer. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  (of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, but  not  of  the  Committee  of  Safety.) 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence,  (late.) 

The  gentlemen  present,  for  want  of  a  sufficient  number 
of  Members  to  form  a  complete  quonim,  could  not  do  any 
final  act  as  a  Committee ;  but  Mr.  Peter  Puillon,  who  was 
apprehended  at  the  Narroivs,  and  Joseph  Blanchard,  arrest- 
ed by  order  of  General  Washington,  and  sundry  military 
gentlemen  who  are  witnesses,  and  necessarily  obliged  to 
return  to  King's  County,  where  they  are  stationed,  being 
attending,  it  was  thought  absolutely  necessary  to  examine. 

Thereupon,  the  Letter  received  from  General  Washing- 
ton this  morning,  was  read.  The  General  thereby  informs 
that  Peter  Puillon  was  yesterday  apprehended  for  hav'ng 
supplied  persons  on  board  of  the  King's  Ships  with  Provi- 
sions, in  violation  of,  and  contrary  to,  the  regulations  which 
have  been  adopted  for  preventing  such  practices  ;  and  that 
Joseph  Blanchard  was  apprehended  for  cairying  on  a  cor- 
respondence with  persons  on  board. 

'New-York,  May  6,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  your  examination 
Joseph  Blanchard  and  Peter  Puillon,  who  were  yesterday 
apprehended,  the  former  on  suspicion  of  carrying  on  a  corres- 
pondence with  persons  on  board  the  King's  ships,  the  latter 
of  having  supplied  them  with  some  provision,  in  violation  of, 
and  contrary  to,  the  regulations  which  have  been  adopted 
for  preventing  such  practices.  There  are  witnesses  against 
both,  which  are  ordered  to  wait  on  you ;  and  also  some 
papers  found  in  possession  of  Mr.  Blanchard,  which,  though 
previous  to  your  resolves  in  point  of  date,  indicate  an  inti- 
macy between  him  and  Colonel  Pa7ining,  the  Secretary,  to 
whom,  I  am  told,  he  has  written  since  their  publication,  and 
his  knowledge  of  them. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  humble 

servant,  ,,  r^  ^at 

'  "George  Washington. 

"  P.  S.  Captain  Gibbs  will  deliver  the  papers." 

Captain  Derby  says  that  on  Friday  evening  last  he  was 
in  company  with  Mr.  Joseph  Blanchard ;  that  Joseph  Blan- 
chard said  that  the  communication  was  not  entirely  cut  off" 
with  the  ships  below ;  that  he  had  lately  received  letters 
from  thence ;  and  that  on  the  then  last  Monday  he  had  writ- 
ten a  letter  to  Colonel  Fanning,  and  delivered  it  to  a  friend 
to  convey  it,  and  that  he  was  informed  and  believed  it 
was  sent  on  board.  Mr.  Blanchard  says  lie  believes  his 
letter  did  go  on  board.  Captain  Derby  further  says,  that 
yesterday  he  went  into  Mr.  Fisher's  after  he  left  the  Gene- 
ral's ;  that  Mr.  Blanchard  there  said  several  disagreeable 
things ;  intimated  that  he  thought  Captain  Derby  would 
take  away  his  hfe ;  spoke  in  reflecting  terms  of  the  Army, 
and  said  they  were  bought  Whigs,  and  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Army  to  cut  off"  the  communication  with  tlie 
ships. 

Joseph  Blanchard  says :  That  he  did  not  mean  to  reflect 
on  the  Anny  in  general ;  but  said  he  was  a  Whig  from  prin- 
ciple, but  that  they  were  bought  Whigs,  (meaning  the  com- 
pany then  present.) 

Captain  Derby  says  that  Mr.  Blanchard  said  if  he  had 
been  treated  like  a  gtrntleinan  it  was  in  his  power  to  have 
found  out  the  person  who  had  conveyed  the  lettei's,  but  that 
it  was  now  too  late,  as  he  did  not  know  that  he  could  now 
discover.  Colonel  Prescott  confirms  what  Captain  Derby 
says  as  to  what  passed  at  Fisher's ;  and  says  that,  if  it  had 
not  been  with  an  expectation  of  getting  further  intelligence, 
he  should  not  have  borne  the  insults  thrown  out  against  the 
Whigs,  and  the  insults  offered  to  Captain  Derby.     That  the 
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woman  spoken  of  to  have  conveyed  a  letter  from  Blanchard 
and  some  military  books,  was  Mrs.  Hatch. 

Captain  Gihbs  says  that  after  he  had  arrested  Joseph 
Blanchard,  by  order  of  General  fVashington,  Mr.  Blamhard 
told  his  landlady  that  he  was  arrested  as  being  suspected  of 
carrying  on  a  correspondence  with  Governour  Tryon  or  his 
Secretary  ;  and  that  at  that  time  he  (Captain  Gibbs)  had 
not  intimated  to  Mr.  Blanchard  the  cause  of  the  arrest ;  that 
the  several  letters  and  papers  now  delivered  to  the  Commit- 
tee were  taken  or  received  from  the  said  Joseph  Blan- 
chard. 

That  the  first  paper  he  saw  in  the  room  was  on  his  table, 
and  was  General  Sullivan's  Brigade  orders  to  his  brigade 
before  he  left  New-  York ;  that  Mr.  Blanchard  told  the  ex- 
aminant  he  did  not  know  how  he  got  that  paper ;  and  made 
that  observation  before  he  asked  anything  about  the  paper 
or  the  orders. 

That  Mr.  Blanchard  said  he  had  delivered  the  letter  to 
Mi's.  Hatch ;  that  Mrs.  Hatch,  after  some  recollection,  said 
that  Mr.  Blanchard  often  inquired  there  for  letters  ;  that  she 
had  not  any  acquaintance  with  him ;  that  he  left  a  letter 
and  some  militar}'  books  for  Colonel  Fanning  about  ten  days 
ago ;  and  that  they  \vere  sent  by  Colonel  Fanning's  ser- 
vant. 

Captain  Gihbs  says  the  letter  to  Lord  Stirling  was  sealed 
when  he  received  it  from  Joseph  Blanchard. 

Captain  Derby  and  Captain  Gibbs  severally  say  that  Mr. 
Blanchard  said  that  he  knew  the  communication  with  the 
vessels  was  stopped,  and  that  any  communication  with  them 
was  against  the  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and 
the  General's  Proclamation. 

Lieutenant  Brown,  of  Colonel  Prcscott's  Regiment,  con- 
firms Captain  Derby's  testimony  ;  and  says,  further,  that  Mr. 
Blanchard  said  he  received  those  orders  of  General  Sullivan 
at  Lieutenant  Fisher's,  of  Colonel  Wyan's  Regiment ;  that 
he  has  inquired  of  Lieutenant  Fisher,  who  says  he  never 
saw  such  orders,  and  does  not  know  that  such  had  been  in 
his  house  or  taken  from  thence. 

That  Mr.  Blanchard  said  he  was  not  paid  for  being  a 
Whig ;  that  the  officers  were  paid  for  being  Whigs,  and 
were  bought  Whigs.  Colonel  Prescott  says  that  Mr.  Blan- 
chard said  the  communication  with  the  ships  never  would 
be  found  out,  and  never  would  be  stopped ;  that  he  did  not 
know  the  method  of  communication  ;  that  he  never  asked 
the  mode  of  communication,  or  he  supposed  it  would  have 
been  told  him  ;  that  he  did  not  desire  to  know  the  method 
of  the  communication  ;  and  that  if  he  did  know  it  he  would 
not  discover  it. 

Mr.  Blanchard  says  that  a  woman  who  lives  with  Mrs. 
Hatch  brought  him  the  letter  from  Colonel  Fanning ;  that 
she  told  him  she  would  soon  have  an  opportunity  to  send 
down  there ;  that  when  he  sent  his  letter,  he  knew  it  was 
against  the  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Safety ;  and  that 
his  only  reason  for  writing  was  to  endeavour  to  secure  the 
money  mentioned  in  one  of  the  letters,  which  he  was  un- 
willing to  lose. 

Die  Mercurii,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  8,  1776. 
The  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Dirck  Wynkoop,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Chairman. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Beckman,  Captain 

Denning,  Colonel  McDougall. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Haring. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Doctor  De  Witt,  Mr.  Wis- 

ner,  Colonel  Palmer. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Suffolk. — General    WoodhuU,   Mr.    Tredwell,   Mr. 

Wickham. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Ward. 

Mr.  Philip  Woodward,  of  Newtown,  m  Queen's  County, 
on  Nassau-Island,  (having  received  a  warrant  from  the  Pix>- 
vincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  reciiiiting  men  in  a 
Company  of  Continental  Troops,  raising  for  the  defence  of 
this  Colony,)  attended,  and  was  admitted.  He  informed 
this  Committee  that,  notwithstanding  the  best  endeavours  of 
the  officers  of  the  Company,  they  have  been  unsuccessful  in 
that  service,  and  have  little  prospect  of  being  able  to  recruit 


so  many  men  as  will  entitle  them  to  Commissions.  Mr. 
Woodimrd,  considering  that  the  defence  of  this  Colony  neces- 
sarily requires  the  immediate  raising  and  imbodying  the  said 
troops,  generously  offered  to  resign  his  said  warrant  in  the 
said  Company,  to  the  end  that  some  other  person  be  em- 
ployed who  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  raise  the  men  witli. 
that  expedition  which  the  service  absolutely  requires. 

Thereupon,  Resolved  and  Ordered,  Tliat,  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  Mr.  Woodioard's  resignation  be  accepted 
of;  that  he  be  paid  for  his  services  from  the  date  of  his 
warrant  to  this  day,  and  that  the  thanks  of  this  Committee 
be,  and  are  hereby,  given  him  for  his  patriotick  spirit  shown 
on  this  occasion  ;  that  Mr.  Woodward's  conduct  is  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  his  attachment  to  the  true  interests  of  his 
country  ;  and  that  the  benefit  of  the  publick  service  only  has 
induced  Mr.  Woodward  to  this  resignation,  and  induced  this 
Committee  to  accept  it. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  aforegoing  be  delivered  to 
Mr.  Woodioard. 

Thomas  Mitchell,  of  Great-Neck,  in 'the  Township  of 
Hempstead,  in  Queen's  County,  being  examined,  says :  That 
Captain  John  Sands,  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  has  called  out  his  Company  once  a 
month  to  muster ;  that  Thomas  Wooley,  of  Cow-Neck,  Felt- 
maker,  within  the  district  whereof  Mr.  John  Sands  is  Cap- 
tain, on  two  different  days  of  mustering  or  training,  would 
not  answer  to  his  name,  nor  appear  in  the  ranks,  or  muster ; 
that  Captain  Sands  levied  a  fine  for  each  neglect ;  that  he 
(this  examinant)  was  informed,  by  sundry  persons,  that  the 
said  Thomas  Wooley  applied  to  a  Magistrate  to  have  a  suit 
brought  against  Captain  Sands  to  recover  back  the  fines 
which  had  been  levied  by  distress ;  that  on  Saturday,  the 
4th  instant,  the  Company  was  again  called  out  to  muster 
and  train ;  that  the  said  Thomas  Wooley  was  there  at  the 
place  of  training,  and  refused  to  train,  or  answer  to  his 
name  when  called ;  that  when  he  was  called  on  Saturday 
last,  he  went  to  Captain  Johii  Sands,  and  spoke  to  him  in 
an  abrupt  manner,  and,  about  half  an  hour  after,  abused  the 
Captain  very  much,  and  challenged  the  Captain  to  fight 
him  with  sword  and  pistol ;  that  some  days  before  this,  he 
(this  examinant)  was  informed  that  said  Thomas  Wooley 
challenged  Captain  Sands  in  the  like  manner,  and  that 
Captain  Sands  told  him  he  should  apply  to  the  Committee 
if  he  thought  himself  aggrieved,  and  that  Wooley  said  he 
knew  no  Committee,  but  would  apply  to  a  Magistrate ; 
that  Captain  Sands's  Company  were  called  to  train  on  the 
first  Saturday  in  April;  that  after  the  Clerk  had,  on  that 
day,  called  his  name  three  times,  and  he  neglected  to  an- 
swer. Captain  Sands  said,  Mr.  Wooley,  it  seems  you  do  not 
choose  to  answer  to  your  name ;  that  Wooley  answered,  I 
will  so  far  answer  as  to  let  you  know  that  you  have  no  right 
to  call  me  here,  and  that  I  do  not  consider  myself  as  within 
your  District.  That  on  Saturday  last,  after  the  said  Thomas 
Wooley  had  ill-treated  the  Captain  and  challenged  him, 
and  refused  to  answer  when  called.  Captain  Sands  made 
out  a  warrant  against  the  said  Thomas  Wooley,  and  sent  him 
under  a  guard,  with  Aspinwall  Cornell,  his  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, to  Queen's  County  Jail ;  that  he  (the  examinant) 
was  informed  that  Hope  Mills,  the  Jailer,  when  the  prisoner 
was  brought  to  him,  said  he  was  not  a  Jailer  for  the  Con- 
gress, and  thought  he  had  no  right  to  keep  him ;  that  he  has 
been  further  informed,  that  on  the  next  day  the  Jailer  ap- 
plied to  the  Sheriff,  who,  as  this  examinant  was  informed, 
directed  him  not  to  retain  the  prisoner  without  a  warrant 
from  a  Magistrate  ;  that  the  said  Thomas  Wooley  was  that 
day  discharged  ;  that  the  said  Wooler/  publickly  says,  that 
the  Captain's  warrant  was  of  no  validity,  and  threatens  to 
prosecute  the  whole  guard  who  went  with  him  to  Jamaica, 
in  obedience  to  Captain  Sands's  warrant. 

Thomas  Mitchell. 

Sworn  this  8th  day  of  May,  1776,  before  me, 

Ab.  Brasher,  Alderman. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Sands,  of  Great-Neck,  be 
requested,  without  delay,  to  cause  Thomas  Wooley,  of  Cow- 
Neck,  Feltmaker,  to  be  apprehended  and  sent  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety,  at  New- York, 
under  a  proper  Guard,  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  said  Tho- 
mas Wooley,  and,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  be  further 
dealt  with  as  the  said  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  shall 
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direct ;  and  that  Captain  Sands  send  down  any  one  or  two 
witnesses  tiiat  he  may  tliink  proper. 

The  Committee  tooic  in  consideration,  and  examined  into 
the  case  oi  Peter  Puillon ;  and  heard  the  said  Peter  Puil- 
lon  also  state  liis  case,  wiiich  he  appeared  to  do  with  can- 
dour. It  fully  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  the  Regida- 
tions  adopted  for  preventing  the  intercourse  with  the  Ships 
were  not  published  in  Richmond  County  until  Thursday,  the 
2d,  or  Friday,  the  3d  instant ;  that  the  said  Peter  Puillon, 
from  his  remote  situation,  was  entirely  unacquainted  with 
any  Regulations  on  diat  subject ;  that  the  said  Peter  Puil- 
lon left  his  house  with  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  dis- 
charge a  debt  he  owed  to  a  person  in  King's  County,  and 
with  some  articles  of  provisions,  intended  for  New-York 
market,  of  the  value  of  about  three  Pounds.  It  further  ap- 
pears, by  the  testimony  of  a  gentleman  of  reputation,  that 
the  said  Peter  Puillon  was  as  near  to  the  shore  with  his 
boat,  and  at  as  great  a  distance  from  the  Ship  Asia  at  the 
time  the  ship  fired  at  him,  as  he  could  be  with  safety  at  that 
time  of  the  tide ;  that  his  situation  with  the  wind  and  tide 
was  such,  that  he  could  not  safely  escape  when  the  Ship 
fired  at  him.  It  further  appears,  by  the  testimony  of  repu- 
table witnesses,  that  the  said  Peter  Puillon,  from  the  gene- 
ral tenour  of  his  conduct  and  behaviour,  has  appeared  to 
be,  and  has  been  esteemed  a  fiiend  to  the  liberties  of  his 
country. 

Resolved  therefore,  That  though  the  said  Peter  Puillon 
has  been  unfortunate  in  being  the  means  of  supplying  the 
Ship  Asia  with  certain  Provisions,  mentioned  in  a  list  or 
memorandum  now  in  his  custody,  and  would  have  been  cul- 
pable for  the  risk  he  run  with  the  said  Provisions  if  he  had 
known  of,  or  Iiad  an  opportunity  to  have  known  of  the  Re- 
gulations adopted  with  respect  to  the  said  Ships ;  yet  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  said  Peter  Puillon 
was  entirely  innocent  in  this  instance,  and  did  not  take  the 
said  Provisions  in  his  Boat  with  any  intention  or  design  to 
supply  the  said  Ship  with  Provisions. 

And  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  said  Peter  Puil- 
lon not  only  to  be  very  cautious  himself,  but  also  to  endea- 
vour to  prevent  any  other  inhabitant  of  Richmond  County 
fi-om  attempting  to  come,  with  any  Provisions,  within  reach 
of  the  guns  of  the  said  Ship,  or  of  any  other  Ministerial  Ship 
or  Vessel  which  may  be  in  that  Channel,  and  to  use  his 
best  endeavours  to  make  the  Regulations  adopted  with 
respect  to  the  said  Ships  publickly  known  in  Richmond 
County. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to  Captain 
Beauman  such  Barrack  necessaries  for  his  Company,  agree- 
able to  the  Continental,  or  usual  Regulations,  as  he  may 
want,  and  Colonel  Curtenius  has  in  store,  taking  Captain 
Beauman's  receipt  for  the  same. 

Major  Malcom,  Mr.  Berrien,  and  Mr.  Harper,  of  the  City 
Committee,  attending,  were  admitted.  They  requested  that 
a  Magistrate,  or  some  proper  person,  may  be  appointed  to 
attend,  with  the  Members  of  the  Committee  of  the  City,  to 
administer  an  oath  to  such  persons  as  they  shall  disarm,  that 
they  have  faithfully  delivered  up  all  their  arms. 

Mr.  Alderman  Brasher,  now  present,  was  requested  to 
attend  that  service ;  and  it  is  agreed  that  he  be  excused 
from  attendance  in  the  Congress  Chamber  while  he  is  em- 
ployed in  that  service. 

A  Letter,  and  an  Indent  therein  enclosed,  from  Captain 
Variclc  to  Mr.  McKesson,  (by  order  of  General  Schuyler,) 
were  read,  as  follows,  viz : 

"Albany,  May  1,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  General  Schuyler  to  write  to 


you,  desiring  you  to  send  up  one  hundred  spades  with  all 
possible  despatch  to  Mr.  Philip  Van  Rensselaer ,  store-keep- 
er at  this  j)lace. 

"  I  am  also  directed  by  the  General  to  send  up  to  Ticon- 
deroga  a  suit  of  sails  of  certain  dimensions  for  a  periaugur, 
and  '  as  much  rope  as  will  rig  two  Albany  sloops,  (cables, 
shrouds,  and  hausers  excepted,)  and  also  enough  for  two 
large  periaugurs.     Blocks  for  all.' 

"  On  inquiry,  1  am  informed  that  no  sailcloth  is  to  be  had 
in  this  town,  and  that  the  Provincial  Congress  have  pur- 
chased all  that  was  to  be  had  at  New-York,  for  the  use  of 
the  Colonies ;  I  therefore  request  you,  in  the  name  of  the 
General,  to  send  up  to  Mr.  Rensselaer  five  bolts  of  good 
sailcloth,  without  the  least  delay. 

"  Enclose  you  an  estimate  of  the  rope  which  will  be 
wanted  for  the  purposes  above-mentioned,  of  which  none  is 
to  be  had  here,  and  which  I  also  request  you,  in  the  Gene- 
ral's name,  to  send  immediately  to  this  place. 

"  Captain  Jovis  (who  is  now  here)  informs  me  that  his 
son  can  supply  this  article. 

"  It  may  be  proper  to  show  die  estimate  to  some  rope- 
maker  or  rigger  at  New-York,  to  know  whether  there  will 
be  sufficient ;  if  there  is  not,  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  as 
much  as  may  be  thought  necessary. 

"  I  beg  you  to  procure  an  account  of  what  blocks  will  be 
necessary  for  two  sloops  and  two  periaugurs,  from  some 
rigger  or  blockmaker  in  Neiu-York,  and  to  send  them  up 
with  the  rope,  as  none  of  these  articles  are  to  be  had  here. 

"  All  the  articles  above-mentioned  are  so  much  wanted 
at  the  Lakes,  and  not  to  be  had  anywhere  but  at  New-York, 
that  I  must  earnestly  entreat  you  that  no  delay  may  be  made 
in  sending  them  up  to  this  place. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

"  Richard  Varick, 
"  Secretary  to  Maj.  Gen.  Schuyler. 

"To  John  McKesson,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  New-York 
Provincial  Congress,  or,  in  his  absence,  to  Robert  Benson, 
Esquire. 

"  An  Indent  for  making  Running  Rigging  and  Stays  for 
'  two  Sloops,  the  size  of  Albany  Sloops. 
"Two  coils,  2J  inches,  100  fathom  each,  lor  Halliards? 
Tackle  Falls;  Jib  Sheets;  2  Jib  Stays,  16  fathom  each; 
2  Down  Hauls,  1^-inch,  16  fathom  each  ;  100  fathom  Rat- 
hne ;  2  Schoonere'  Rigging,  viz:  100  fathom,  3-inch;  2 
Stays,  28  fathom,  3^-inch ;  2  coils,  2-inch,  120  fathom;  1 
coil  of  Thread  Ratline ;  Spun  Yarn  in  proportion  for  the 
whole,  Houseline,  Marline  ;  1  dozen  Hamberline,  white." 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Varick,  Secretary  to  Genera' 
Schuyler,  directed  to  Mr.  McKesson,  was  read,  and  is  pre- 
fixed. Mr.  Varick  thereby  requests,  in  the  General's  name, 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following  order,  to  be  forward- 
ed to  Albany  with  all  possible  despatch. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius,  as  Com- 
missary, transmit  to  Albany  by  the  first  opportunity  for  the 
Continental  service,  in  compliance  with  General  Schuyler's 
request,  (made  by  his  Secretary,)  a  complete  set  of  Blocks, 
of  every  kind,  for  two  Vessels  and  two  rigged  Periaugure 
on  the  Lakes,  and  five  pieces  of  English  Duck  for  Sails  for 
the  Periaugurs  ;  and  the  following  Rigging  and  necessaries, 
viz :  6  coils  of  Spun  Yarn  ;  2  Jib  Stays,  of  6^  inches  ;  200 
fathom  2-inch  Rope;  200  fathom  2i-inch  Rope;  100  fa- 
thom 3-inch  Rope ;  2  coils  of  Ratline ;  3^-inch  Stays ;  I 
dozen  of  white  Hamberline ;  12  dozen  of  Marline  and  House- 
line  ;  and  that  he  direct  the  Storekeeper  or  Commissary  at 
Albany  to  give  notice  thereof,  when  he  receives  those  arti- 
cles, to  Major-Gencral  Schuyler,  or  to  Captain  Varick, 
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Die  Mercurii,  i  ho.  P.  M.,  May  8, 1776. 
Several  matters  of  the  utmost  importance,  as  well  to  the 
United  Colonies  in  general,  as  to  this  Colony  in  particular, 
rendering  it  necessary  for  a  speedy  meeting  of  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  of  this  Colony,  the  Committee  of  Safety  there- 
fore ordered  Circular  Letters  to  be  sent  to  all  the  Members, 
requesting  their  attendance  in  Provincial  Congress,  at  Neiv- 
York,  on  the  first  day  of  this  instant,  (May.)  On  that  day, 
and  every  day  since,  many  Members  attended,  but  not  a 


sufficient  number  to  make  a  Congress  till  this  afternoon ; 

when  the  following  Members  met,  viz : 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Beekman,  Colonel  Mc- 

Dougall,  Mr.  Evert   Bancker,   Colonel  Brasher,  Mr. 

Denning. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Ward,  Colonel  Joseph  Drake, 

Mr.  Paulding,  Colonel  Lewis  Graham. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Oothoudt,  Mr.  Gkn, 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Haring. 
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For  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus. 

Fob  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynlcoop,  Mr.  De  Witt,  Colonel  Pal- 
mer, Mr.  Wisner. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,   Mr.   Tredwell,   Mr, 
Wickham. 

The  President,  General  Woodhull,  took  the  Chair,  and 
the  Congress  proceeded  to  business. 

The  Congress  having  found,  by  experience,  that  the  pub- 
lick  service  is  daily  suffering  for  want  of  money,  and  being 
informed  by  many  Members  that  the  Treasury  has  for  the 
most  part  of  the  time  been  empty  near  three  weeks  past,  and 
that  several  Members  have  lent  considerable  sums  for  the 

fmblick  service  ;  that  sundry  officers  under  marching-orders 
rom  the  General,  are  now  in  town,  waiting  for  money  to  dis- 
charge the  billeting,  and  other  expenses  of  their  men,  without 
which  they  cannot  remove  diem ;  that  the  sum  this  Congress 
ordered  to  be  issued  by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  being  en- 
tirely in  small  bills  made  for  change,  requires  so  much  time 
to  sii'ti  the  bills  that  the  money  cannot  be  signed  so  fast  as 
to  satisfy  the  demands  on  the  Treasury : 

Therefore  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  whole  sum 
ordered  by  this  Congress  on  the  5th  day  oi March  last,  to 
be  printed,  be  issued.  That  Mr.  Isaac  Roosevelt  be  request- 
ed to  have  all  the  Bills  mentioned  in  the  Resolutions  of  this 
Cono-ress  on  that  day,  and  ordered  by  those  Resolutions  to 
be  printed,  to  wit:  the  whole  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-seven thousand  five  hundred  Dollars,  numbered,  signed, 
and  sent  to  the  Treasury. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  state  of  Colonel 
McDougaWs  Regiment,  and  heard  the  Returns  of  each  sepa- 
rate Company  read. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Broicn,  of  Colonel  McDougaWs 
Regiment,  and  his  Subalterns,  and  the  Subalterns  of  the 
Company  whereof  Captain  Willet  was  appointed  to  be  Cap- 
tain, do  attend  on  this  Congress  to-morrow  morning,  at 
eleven  o'clock. 

Captain  Increase  Child  attending,  was  admitted.  He  in- 
formed the  Congress,  that,  by  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  he  was  authorized  to  inlist  a  Company  in  the  Conti- 
nental service  in  this  Colony,  on  condition  that  he  could 
raise  his  Company  in  three  weeks  from  the  12th  day  of 
April  last ;  that  he  and  the  gentleman  intended  as  his 
First  Lieutenant,  have  inbsted  fifty-six  men  ;  that  he  receiv- 
ed his  warrant  so  late  that  he  had  not  had  the  opportunity 
which  he  before  expected  to  inlist  out  of  the  Minute  Regi- 
ment, and  that  he  had  met  with  greater  difficulties  in  re- 
cruiting than  he  expected. 

Resolved,  That  if  Captain  Increase  Child,  and  his  First 
Lieutenant,  shall,  within  fourteen  days  from  this  day,  bring 
fifty-six  or  more  men,  fit  for  service,  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Livingston,  to  join  the  Regiment  at  the  Fortifications  in  the 
Hiifhlands,  and  thereafter  obtain  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Livingston,  and  transmit  to  the  Provincial  Congress  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  a  certificate  thereof,  that  the  said  Increase 
Child  and  John  Lloyd,  his  First  Lieutenant,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  Commissions.  That  if  the  said  Company  be  com- 
pleted within  three  weeks  from  this  day,  that  the  other  Sub- 
alterns shall  also  be  entitled  to  Commissions. 

This  Congress  being  informed  that  General  Washington 
has  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston  to  repair  to  the 
Highlands,  are  of  opinion  that  they  would  not  discharge  their 
duty  to  the  Continent,  and  might  incur  blame,  if  Colonel 
Nicoll  should  be  continued  there  in  service. 

Resolved  therefore.  That  Colonel  Nicoll  be  relieved  from 
further  service  at  present,  at  the  Fortifications,  as  soon  as 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Livingston  shall  have  arrived  there,  and 
be  ready  to  receive  the  command.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
Congress  be,  and  hereby  are,  given  to  Colonel  Nicoll  for  his 
faitliful  service,  and  his  strict  attention  to  the  publick  inte- 
rests, since  he  has  been  in  tlie  command  at  the  said  Fortifi- 
cations. 

Die  Jovis,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  9,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.   Scott,  Colonel  McBougall,  Mr. 

Prince,  Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Roosevelt. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glen,  Mr.  Oothoudt. 
Fob  King's. — Mr.  Polhemus,  Mr.  Covenhoven. 


Fob  Richmond. — Mr.  Lawrence. 

Fob  Wf.stchesteb. — Colonel  Joseph  Dra^e, Colonel  Gra- 
ham, Mr.  Paulding,  Mr.  Ward. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,  Mr.   Tredwell,   Mr. 

Wickham. 
Fob  Ulsteb. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  De  Witt,  Colonel  Pal- 
mer, Mr.  Wisner. 
Fob  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Colonel  Allison. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Norwood,  the  Conmiissary,  deliver  to 
the  Captains  Griffin,  Roe,  and  Davis,  of  Colonel  Clinton's 
Regiment,  for  the  use  of  their  respective  Companies,  Car- 
tridge-Pouches,  Bayonets,  Slings,  and  Flints,  not  exceeding 
eighty-four  of  each  article  to  each  Company,  except  Flints, 
and  of  those  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  to  each  Company, 
and  take  their  respective  receipts  for  the  same.. 

Major  Malcom  attending,  was  admitted.  He  informed  the 
Congress  that  the  Second  Regiment  has  been  on  duty  six 
weeks,  and  are  much  in  want  of  money ;  he  requested  that 
a  month's  pay  might  be  paid  to  them.  Mr.  Malcom  with- 
drew. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Paulding, 
and  Mr.  Cuyler,  be  a  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  terms 
and  conditions  on  which  the  Second  Regiment  were  em- 
ployed, and  by  whom,  and  whether  they  will  be  paid  at 
Continental  expense  ;  and  that  the  said  Committee,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  them,  report  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Captain  Brown,  of  Colonel  McDougalFs  Regiment,  with 
his  Subalterns,  and  the  Subalterns  for  inlisting  the  Company 
whereof  Captain  Willet  was  formerly  appointed  Captain,  at- 
tending according  to  order,  were  admitted.  Their  Returns 
were  examined,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  Subalterns  of 
the  late  Captain  Willet's  Company  have  only  seventeen  or 
eighteen  men,  Non-Commissioned  Officers  included,  in  their 
Company,  and  Captain  Brown  no  more  than  twelve  or  thir- 
teen men,  Non-Commissioned  Officers  included,  in  his  Com- 
pany. Those  gentlemen  being  withdrawn,  the  Congress 
taking  the  state  of  those  Companies  into  consideration,  are 
of  opinion  that  the  publick  exigencies  absolutely  require  that 
those  gentlemen  be  dismissed  the  service. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  they  be  dismissed,  and  they 
are  hereby  dismissed  accordingly ;  and  that  they  be  paid  for 
their  services  from  the  dates  of  their  respective  warrants  to 
this  day,  and  their  inlisting  money  for  so  many  effective  men 
as  they  shall  deliver  to  the  Regiment  when  they  shall  have 
delivered  the  arms  and  accoutrements  they  have  received 
to  Captain  John  Johnson;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to 
Colonel  McDougall  to  add  the  Privates  of  those  two  Com- 
panies to  Captain  John  Johnson's  Company.  And  it  is 
hereby  declared  that  the  above-mentioned  gentlemen  are  not 
dismissed  from  any  dissatisfaction  with  their  conduct,  but 
with  great  reluctance  from  necessity  only,  because  they  have 
been  so  unfortunate  in  ^their  attempts  to  recruit  their  Com- 
panies. 

And  as  to  such  Non-Commissioned  Officers  of  those  two 
Companies  as  are  well  qualified  for  their  offices. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  placed  in  such  Companies  of  the 
Regiment  as  are  not  supplied  with  such  Officers,  and  that 
the  other  Non-Commissioned  Officers  of  the  said  Companies 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  dismissed. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  informed  the  Congress  that  he  has  sent 
twelve  or  thirteen  hundred  Pounds,  in  small  money,  to  the 
Treasury ;  that  he  has,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  this  Con- 
gress, delivered  out  a  number  of  the  paper  Bills  of  large  de- 
nominations to  be  signed,  and  expects  that,  by  Monday  next, 
several  thousand  Pounds  will  be  ready  to  send  to  tlie  Trea- 


sury. 

The  Petition  of  Joseph  Wood,  the  younger,  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  other  Merchants  in  Philadelphia  tlierein  named, 
was  read.  They  therein  set  forth  their  loss  by  the  seizure 
of  a  vessel  and  cargo  belonging  to  them,  by  Josiah  Martin, 
Esquire,  late  Governour  of  North-  Carolina,  with  an  account 
of  their  loss  thereto  annexed,  amounting  to  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  ninety-five  Pounds  three  Shillings  and 
seven  Pence,  Pennsylvania  currency ;  and  pray  an  order  to 
seize  the  Effects  of  the  said  Josiah  Martin,  in  this  Colony, 
to  reimburse  the  Petitioners.  The  invoices  and  bills  of 
lading  *of  the  cargo  of  the  said  vessel,  a  report  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Congress  of  North-  Carolina  on  the  case  of 
the  Petitioners,  and  also  a  protest  of  Thomas  Jones,  a  Notary 
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Publick  at  North-  Carolina  for  the  loss  suffered  by  the  Peti- 
tioners, were  s(;verally  read.  * 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Wi/nkoop,  and  Mr.  Haring, 
be  a  Committee  to  take  the  said  Petition  and  Papers  into 
consideration,  and  report  thereon  witli  all  convenient  speed. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  requesting  that  his 
•contract  for  supplying  the  Tixx)ps  be  settled,  and  offering  to 
relinquish  said  contract,  as  the  Continental  Congress  con- 
sider his  agreement  extravagant,  was  read  and  filed. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Livingston  to  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  also  offering  to  relinquish  said  contract,  was 
read  and  filed. 

Die  Jovia,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  May  9,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  General  IVoodhuU,  President. 
For   New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  IMr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr. 

Prince,  Colonel  Lott. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 

'  NkW-YoKK,   «9. 

To  the  Honouvalile  President  and  other  Members  of  the  Provincial 

Congress  of  the  Province  of  New-Vohk,  met  in  Cotigress,  at  the 

City  of  New-Vohk. 
The  Petition  of  Samubl  Masset,    Charles    Masskt,    and  Joseph 

Wood,  the  younger,  of  the  City  of  PaiLAOELraiA,  Merchants,  humbly 

shoiveth  : 

That  your  Petitioners,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  January  last 
past,  purchased  a  sloop  or  vessel  called  iheJoteph,  viheieol  If  illiamJiad- 
don  was  late  master,  and  loaded  on  board  ihe  said  vessel  a  cargo  of  provi- 
sions to  proceed  with  the  same  from  the  city  o( Philadelphia  to  Savannah, 
in  the  Province  of  Georgia,  as  appears  by  an  invoice  and  bill  of  lading 
herewith  exhibited. 

That  the  said  Hloop  Joseph  proceeded  on  her  intended  voyage,  and  on 
the  13lh  day  of  February  last  past,  was  taken  by  an  armed  vessel,  called 
the  General  Gage,  whereof  one  George  Sibles  was  commander,  and  car- 
ried into  Cape-Fear,  in  the  Province  of  JVortA-Cai-offna,  where  the  said 
Sloop  Joseph  was  detained,  and  the  cargo  on  board  of  her  embezzled, 
particularly  by  Josiah  Martin,  late  Governour  and  Commander-in-Chief 
of  that  Province,  as  fully  appears  by  the  protest  of  the  aforesaid  William 
Raddon,  herewith  also  exhibited. 

That  the  said  Sloop  Joseph,  with  her  cargo,  were  illegally  confiscated 
by  the  said  George  Hibles  and  the  said  Josiah  Martin,  without  libel  or 
condemnation,  whereby  your  Petitioners  are  sufl'erers  to  near  the  amount 
of  fifteen  hundred  Pounds,  current  money  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. 

That  your  Petitioners,  immediately  after  the  capture  of  the  said  Sloop 
Joseph,  made  application  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of  the  said  Province 
of  JV'orth-Carolina,  who  appointed  a  Committee  to  consider  the  facts  as 
stated  by  your  Petitioners,  which  said  Committee  reported  thereon,  as 
appears  by  the  copy  of  the  same  likewise  exhibited. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray  that  your  honourable  House  will  take 
their  unhappy  case  into  particular  consideration,  and  grant  them  an  order 
to  seize  the  effects  of  the  aforesaid  Josiah  Martin  within  the  Province 
of  JM'eio-York,  to  reimburse  the  loss  your  Petitioners  have  sustained  by  the 
capture  and  detention  of  the  said  Sloop  Joseph  and  her  cargo,  or  such 
otlier  relief  as  to  your  honourable  House  shall  seem  meet. 

And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

J08KPB  WooD,yor  self  and  copartners. 

Jin  estimate  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  capture  of  the  Sloop  Joseph, 
William  Rauuon,  late  Master. 

The  Sloop  Joseph,  with  her  furniture,  tackle,  and  apparel, 

and  outfita,  cost,  January  5,  1 776, £625  0  0 

The  cargo  on  board  of  her  cost,  as  per  invoice,      ....       670  3  7 


Pennsylvania  currency, 


£1395  3  7 


Nobth-Caboliua,  Is  Congress,  JlpHl  12,  1776. 

The  Committee  for  taking  into  consideration  the  Petition  of  Joseph 
Wood  and  partners,  reported  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  having  inquired  into  the  several  allegations  set  forth 
in  the  said  Petition,  do  report  as  follows : 

That  said  Joseph  Wood  and  partners,  with  permission  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  did,  on  the  ■5th  day  of 
January  last  past,  load  on  board  the  Sloop  Joseph,  William  Haddon 
master,  sundry  goods  and  merchandise  on  their  own  account,  to  the  value 
of  six  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  three  shillings  and  seven  pence ;  on 
the  account  of  William  Todd  one  hundred  and  ninety  pounds;  of  Joseph 
Hood,  Jun.,  ten  pounds ;  of  William  Haddon  nine  pounds  eighteen  shil- 
lings, prime  cost  in  P/dladelphia  ;  all  which  were  consigned  to  the  said 
Joseph  Wood,  Jun.,  and  bound  to  Georgia ;  that  in  his  passage,  the  said 
sloop  and  cargo  were  taken  by  an  armed  vessel  called  the  General  Gage, 
George  Sybles  master,  an^  carried  into  Cape-Fear  Uiver,  where  Josiah 
Martin,  Esq.,  late  Governour  of  this  Province,  bore  the  chief  command ; 
and  the  officers  under  command  of  the  said  Josiah  Martin  did  violently 
seize  the  said  sloop  and  cargo,  and  apply  them  to  the  use  of  the  enemies 
of  America,  whereby  the  said  Joseph  and  partners  lost  fifteen  hundred 
pounds,  current  money  of  Pennsylvania,  over  and  above  the  profits  they 
might  reasonably  have  made. 

The  House,  taking  the  same  into  consideration,  concurred  therewith. 
By  order:  James  Guekh,  Jun.,  Secretary. 

Kohth-Caholiha,  EnEiTTOir,  «». 

By  this  publick  instrument  of  protest  and  writing,  bearing  date  here- 


FoR  Albany. — Mr.Cuyler,  Mr.  Oothoudt,  Mr.  Glen. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Haring. 

For  Suffolk. — General  H'oodhull,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr. 
Wickham. 

For  RicHMONii. — Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  DeWitt,  Mr.  Wisner. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Colonel  Lewis  Gra- 
ham, Colonel  Joseph  Drake. 

The  Committee  of  Safety  repotted  to  this  Congress,  that 
Brigadier-General  Gates  attended  yesterday  with  a  Message 
from  his  Excellency  General  Washington.  That  he  delivered 
a  Letter  from  Thomas  R.  Harris,  late  Master's  Mate,  and 
William  Metcalfe,  late  Midshipman  of  the  Ministerial  amied 
vessel  the  Savage,  now  prisoners-of-war  in  the  Jail,  request- 
ing some  relaxation  of  their  confinement.  Mr.  Gates  men- 
tioned that  many  such  prisoners  have  been  enlarged,  and  are 
prisoners  on  their  parole.  That  his  Excellency  General 
Washington  thinks  it  necessary  that  some  inland  town  or  vil- 
lage in  this  Colony  should  be  fixed  on,  where  the  above-nien- 

after  mentioned,  be  it  known  and  manifest  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  on  the  25th  day  of  Atarch,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-^ix,  before  me,  Thomas  Jones,  notary  and 
tabellion  publick,  residing  at  Edenton,  in  the  Province  aforesaid,  by  law- 
ful authority,  duly  admitted  and  sworn  according  to  law,  personally  ap- 
peared William  Uatldon,  late  master  of  the  Sloop  Joseph,  and  made  oath 
on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  before  me,  as  notary  aforesaid, 
that  on  the  9th  day  of  January  last  past,  he  (this  deponent)  sailed  with 
the  said  S\oop  Joseph  Irom  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  bound  to  Savannah, 
in  the  Province  ol  Georgia,  and  proceeded  down  to  lleedy-Island,  in  the 
river  of  IJeluvare,  when  the  navigation  was  obstructed  by  tlie  ice,  until 
the  1 1th  day  of  February  last  past,  when  this  deponent  sailed  with  tlie  said 
Sloop  Joseph  on  his  intended  voyage;  that  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
13th  day  of  the  same  month,  the  said  Hioof  Joseph,  then  being  in  the 
latitude  of  35°  10',  and  about  fifteen  leagues  Irom  the  land,  this  deponent 
discovered  a  vessel  on  the  weather-quarter,  steering  down  for  her ;  that 
this  deponent  immediately  made  all  the  sail  he  could  from  the  said  ves- 
sel, and  it  being  smooth  water,  ran  very  fast  from  her ;  that  in  the  after- 
noon it  fell  calm,  when  this  deponent  discovered  a  boat  rowing  from  the 
said  vessel,  (she  then  being  about  a  league  astern,)  and  about  five  o'clock 
in  the  evening  the  said  boat  came  alongside  the  said  Sloop  Joseph ;  that 
this  deponent  hailed  the  people  on  board  the  said  boat,  and  requested  to 
know  what  was  the  vessel  astern ;  they  informed  him  she  was  the  ariiiej 
Sloop  General  Gage,  commanded  by  George  Sibles,  bound  Irom  Boston 
to  Cape-Fear,  and  then  immediately  boarded  the  said  Sloop  Joseph,  being 
eight  in  number,  completely  armed  with  muske  s  and  cutlasses ;  that  as 
soon  as  they  got  on  board,  the  officer  who  commanded  them  ordered  this 
deponent  to  get  into  the  boat  and  go  on  board  the  said  Sloop  General 
Gage,  with  his  papers,  which  this  deponent  accordingly  did;  that  when 
this  deponent  got  on  board  the  same,  he  delivered  his  papers  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  who,  alter  perusing  them,  told  this  deponent  that  the  said 
Sloop  Joseph  was  a  good  prize,  "papers  or  no  papers,"  as  he  had  orders 
to  seize  every  vessel  he  met  with  on  his  passage ;  and  then  directed  this 
deponent  to  remain  on  board  the  said  Sloop  General  Gage,  where  this 
deponent  was  put  into  the  hold  with  the  common  seamen  ;  that  the  same 
evening  the  mate  and  seamen  belonging  to  the  said  Sloop  Joseph  were 
taken  out  of  her  and  put  on  board  the  said  Sloop  General  Gage,  and  a 
mate  and  six  men  were  sent  on  board  the  said  Sloop  Joseph  to  navigate 
her  into  Cape-I'eur ;  that  on  the  21st  day  of  the  same  month,  the  said 
Sloop  General  Gage  got  into  the  Cape-F'ear  Jiiver,  and  on  the  22d  day 
of  the  same  month,  the  said  Sloop  Joseph  also  arrived,  and  was  moored 
under  the  guns  of  the  Falcon  sloop-of-war,  commanded  by  John  Lindsey, 
then  Commodore  of  the  fleet  lying  at  Fort  Johnston;  that  the  next 
day  after  the  arrival  of  the  said  Sloop  Joseph,  one  John  Colletl,  who  came 
passenger  in  the  said  Sloop  General  Gage,  from  Jioston,  and  who,  as  this 
deponent  was  informed,  had  a  commission  as  Captain  of  a  company  of 
"  Loyal  Fcnsible  Americans,"  went  on  board  the  said  Sloop  Joseph,  with 
the  commander  of  the  said  Sloop  General  Gage,  and  broke  open  the  hold 
of  the  said  Sloop  Joseph,  and  took  out  a  butt  of  porter,  a  parcel  of  loaf- 
sugar,  and  cheese  ;  that  a  few  days  after,  the  purser  of  the  Scorpion  sloop- 
of-war  came  down  from  Brunswick  with  an  order  from  Josiah  Martin, 
Esq.,  late  Governour  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  aforesaid, 
to  take  a  large  quantity  of  provisions  out  of  the  said  Sloop  Joseph,  being 
part  of  the  cargo  of  the  same  ;  that  this  deponent  remained  a  prisoner  on 
board  the  said  Sloop  General  Gage  until  the  4th  day  of  March  instant, 
when  he  made  his  escape,  with  Joseph  Hood,  part  owner  of  the  said  Sloop 
Joseph,  and  several  other  persons  who  had  been  detained  prisoners  wilh 
this  deponent  by  special  orders  given  by  the  aforesaid  John  Lindsey  to  the 
commandcr'of  the  said  Sloop  General  Gage. 

Wherefore,  the  said  William  Haddon,  late  master  as  aforesaid,  before 
me,  did  protest  against  the  said  George  Sibles,  commander  of  the  said 
Sloop  General  Gage,  the  said  John  Collett,  the  said  John  Lindsey,  com- 
mander of  the  Falcoti  sloop-of-war,  and  the  said  Josiah  Martin,  late 
Governour  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Province  aforesaid,  and  all 
other  persons  with  them  concerned,  for  all  losses,  costs,  and  damages, 
whatsoever,  that  halh  or  may  accrue  to  the  owners,  freighters,  or  insurers, 
or  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  concerned  in  the  said  Sloop  Jusepli, 
and  the  cargo  on  board  the  same,  for  the  reasons  herein-beforementioned. 
Whereupon,  I,  the  said  Thomas  Jones,  notary  as  aforesaid,  at  ihe  instance 
and  request  of  the  said  William  Haddon,  did,  and  do  hereby  solemnly, 
and  in  due  form,  sign  and  attest  this  present  protest  of,  for,  concerning  alt 
and  singular  the  premises  aforesaid  in  the  particular  manner  herein-betore- 
meniioned  and  expressed,  as  if  the  same  were  herein  again  particularly 
mentioned  and  repeated.  William  Kaddon. 


In  testimonio  ventatis, 


Thomas  Jobxs, 


JVotary  Publick,  Edenton,  A'orlh-Carolina. 
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lioned  prisoners,  and  such  others  as  may  from  time  to  time 
be  thought  proper  to  be  enlarged,  may  be  sent  to  and  lodged. 

Resolved,  That  the  Township  of  Goshen,  in  Orange 
County,  is  the  most  proper  inland  Town  or  Village  in  tliis 
Colony  for  the  placing  of  Prisoners  on  parole,  as  well  on 
account  of  the  unanimity  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  cause  of 
their  country,  as  of  its  distance  from  any  navigable  river; 
and  it  is  hereby  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Committee  of 
Goshen  Precinct  in  particular,  and  to  every  other  iriend  to 
American  liberty  in  this  Colony,  to  apprehend  any  such 
Prisoner  as  may  be  sent  to  Goshen,  if  such  Prisoner  or  per- 
son shall  be  found  out  of  the  limits  assigned  him. 

General  Washington's  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
on  the  20th  day  of  April  last,  on  the  subject  of  having  part 
of  the  Militia  in  readiness  to  be  called  in  on  any  emergency, 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Herring,  Colonel  Lott,  Colonel  Pal- 
mer, Mr.  Wisner,  and  Colonel  Drake,  be  a  Committee  to 
take  the  said  Letter  into  consideration,  and  to  report  thereon 
with  all  convenient  speed  ;  and  that  the  said  Letter  be 
delivered  to  one  of  those  gentlemen. 

Captain  Alner,  Lieutenant  Rutgers,  and  Captain  Wool, 
three  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  City,  attended  on 
the  Congress,  and  informed  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  Reso- 
lution of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  resolutions  and 
directions  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  for  disarming  dis- 
affected persons,  the  Committee  of  the  City  had  determined 
that  such  persons  as  refused  to  subscribe  the  declaration  that 
they  would  defend  the  United  Colonies  by  arms  should,  on 
oath,  deliver  up  all  their  arms  which  they  had  in  this  Colony ; 
that  some  persons  who  have  refused  to  sign  the  declaration 
have  also  refused  to  take  an  oath  that  they  have  delivered 
up  all  their  arms ;  that  John  L.  C.  Rome  was  the  first  who 
refused,  and  others  now  follow  his  example ;  that,  by  this 
means,  they  may  probably  retain  arms  to  be  used  against 
the  Colonists,  and  that  they  request  such  further  powers  and 
such  line  of  direction  to  the  Committee  as  this  Congress 
shall  think  proper  and  necessary. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  application  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration to-morrow. 

Captain  Mercier  informed  the  Congress  that  one  or  two 
deserters  from  the  Amied  Vessel  of  which  Captain  Na- 
thaniel Rodgers  is  commander,  are  on  shore,  and  requested 
to  know  whether  he  should  cause  them  to  be  apprehended ; 
and  if  so,  what  further  should  be  done  with  them.  Mr. 
Mercier  was  desired  to  call  to-morrow  for  directions. 

Die  Veneris,  10  ho.  A.  M.,  May  10,  1776. 

The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Brigadier-General  Woodhidl,  President. 
For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Prince,  Colonel  Lott, 

Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Bancker. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Suffolk. — General    Woodhull,  Mr.    Tredwell,   Mr. . 

Wickham. 
For  Ulster. — Doctor  De  Witt,  Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  IVis- 

ner,  Colonel  Palmer. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Colonel  Lewis  Gra- 
ham, Colonel  Joseph  Drake. 
For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Haring. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Lawrence. 
For  King's. — Colonel  Covenhoven. 

Jacob  Sharpe,  Esquire,  of  King's  County,  attended,  and 
delivered  a  Letter,  dated  this  day,  from  Charles  Friend,* 
giving  information  that  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the 
Continental  money  is  counterfeited  on  Nassaurlsland,  and 
that  he  can  give  further  information  on  that  subject.  The 
Congress  was  informed  that  the  said  Charles  Friend  is  at 
Broecklyn,  that  he  is  under  some  difficulties  which  prevent 
his  coming  to  this  City,  but  will  cheerfully  attend  on  his 
receiving  a  protection  from  this  Congress. 

Thereupon  Resolved,  That  the  said  Charles  Friend  be, 
and  hereby  shall  be,  protected  from  all  arrests  in  coming  to 

'¥ t.tLii.1 ,  May  10,1776. — Gf.sti.emen:  I  have  well-grounded  reasons 
to  believe  the  Continental  money  is  now  counterfeited  upon  this  Island, 
and  upon  further  examination,  am  firmly  persuaded  you  will  be  in  the 
same  opinion.  I  have  opened  the  case  to  Jacob  Sharpe,  Esq.,  and  that 
gentleman  will  give  you  further  information. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant,  Charles  Friend. 

To  the  Honourable  Provincial  Congress  of  JVew-Tort. 


this  Cit)',  attending  upon  this  Congress,  until  he  shall  be 
discharged,  and  until  he  shall  have  returned  to  his  usual 
place  of  abode ;  and  all  Sheriffs,  Constables,  and  other  civil 
officers  whomsoever,  are  hereby  strictly  charged  not  to 
arrest  or  interrupt  the  said  Charles  Friend  during  the  time 
aforesaid,  as  the  person  or  persons  so  offending  will  answer 
the  contrary  at  his  or  their  peril. 

Mr.  Benson  reported,  that,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
Congress  yesterday,  he  waited  on  General  Washington,  and 
had  informed  him  that,  by  a  former  order  of  this  Congress, 
the  Committee  of  Suffolk  County  had  agreed  with  proper 
persons  to  supply  the  Troops  ordered  there  with  Rations,  at 
ten  Pence  half-Penny  per  Ration ;  and  requested  to  know 
whether  the  said  Troops  should  be  provided  in  that  manner, 
or  supplied  by  the  Commissary-General  or  his  order. 

That  the  General  was  pleased  to  give  for  answer,  that  it 
will  be  most  proper,  to  prevent  confusion  in  accounts,  that 
the  Commissary-General  should  supply  them ;  but  lest  the 
Commissary-General  should  not  be  prepared  to  supply  them 
immediately,  that  it  would  be  well  that  the  persons  contract- 
ed with  should  continue  to  supply  them  until  the  Commissary 
shall  have  it  in  his  power  to  supply  them. 

A  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  the  County  of  Albany, 
dated  March  1,  1776,  was  read  and  filed.  They  thereby 
give  power  and  authority  to  any  three  of  their  Deputies  to 
represent  the  said  City  and  County  in  Provincial  Congress. 

Captain  Heiiry  O'Hara,  of  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regi- 
ment, attending,  was  admitted.  He  produced  a  certificate 
signed  by  Stephen  Moylan,  Commissary  of  Musters,  whereby 
it  appears  that  he  mustered  that  part  of  Captain  O' Hard's 
Company  which  is  now  in  New-York,  consisting  of  one 
Captain,  the  Ensign,  two  Sergeants,  four  Corjwrdls,  one 
Drum,  and  one  Fife,  with  thirty-seven  Privates.  Captain 
O'Hara  assured  the  Congress  that  he  has  inlisted  as  many 
more  men  in  the  Counties  o(  Albany  and  Charlotte  as  will 
complete  his  Company ;  that  the  Regiment  is  ordered  to  be 
stationed  at  the  northern  posts.  He  therefore  requested 
an  order  on  the  Commissary  for  Frocks,  &;c.,  for  his  whole 
Company,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  march  with  the  men 
inlisted  here,  and  with  those  inlisted  to  the  northward  to 
join  the  Regiment. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Colonel  Curtenius  deliver  to 
Captain  O'Hara,  of  Colonel  Wynkoop's  Regiment,  such 
articles  (in  his  department)  as  are  allowed  by  Congress  for 
eighty-six  men,  Non-Commissioned  Officers  included,  and 
take  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Jacob  Sharpe,  Esquire,  returned,  and  brought  with  him 
Charles  Fnend,  who,  being  examined,  gave  the  following 
intelligence,  to  wit :  Charles  Friend,  of  Westbury,  in  Queen's 
County,  says  :  That  he  went,  about  three  weeks,  to  Cold- 
Spring  ;  that  he  called  at  the  house  of  one  John  Anderson, 
who  told  him  that  there  was  a  countryman  of  his  (the  ex- 
aminant)  down  there  ;  that  he  asked  him  what  his  name 
was  ;  he  answered,  Henry  Dawkins ;  he  further  asked  him 
where  he  resided,  he  told  him  at  Isaac  Youngs' s;  he  (the 
examinant)  then  replied,  that  he  supposed  they  were  making 
money;  Anderson  answered,  and  said  he  knew  it,  and  told 
the  examinant  that  Dawkins' s  tools  and  a  chest  of  tools  were 
at  baac  Youngs's  house ;  he  further  told  the  examinant 
that  one  of  the  Youngs  (^Israel  or  Isaac)  had  been  to  Na- 
thaniel Williams's,  at  Huntington,  to  purchase  paper,  but 
found  that  the  paper  would  not  do.  Anderson  further  told 
this  examinant  that  he  had  heard  Isaac  Youngs  say  that  he 
would  pay  all  his  debts  this  summer  in  Congress  money. 
This  examinant  says  he  believes  one  Isaac  Ketchum  to  be 
concerned  ;  that  he  was  told  yesterday  that  Dawkins  was 
gone  to  live  with  Isaac  Ketchum. 

Charles  Friend. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  16th  May,  1776. 

Abraham  Brasher,  Alderman. 

Whereupon  the  following  Order  was  unanimously  agreed 
to: 

Whereas,  this  Congress  is  informed,  on  oath,  that  there  is 
great  cause  of  suspicion  that  Henry  Daivkins,  Israel  Youngs, 
Isaac  Youngs,  Isaac  Ketchum,  and  John  Anderson,  of  Cold- 
Spring,  on  Nassau-Island,  are  counterfeiting  the  Paper 
currency  emitted  by  the  Continental  and  this  Congress : 

Ordered  therefore,  That  Colonel  Malcom  be  requested 
forthwith  to  despatch  Captain  Wool,  with  a  sufficient  guard, 
to  Cold-Spring,  on  Nassau-Island,  and  that  the  said  guard 
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do  take  all  possible  means  in  their  power  to  apprehend  and 
seize  tile  said  Henry  Dau-kins,  Israel  Youngs,  Isaac  Youngs, 
Isaac  Keichum,  and  John  Anderson,  and  bring  tiiera  Ao- 
getlier  with  all  suspic  ous  tools  and  other  materials)  before 
this  Congnss  without  delay ;  and  the  several  Committees 
within  whose  neighbourhood  the  said  suspected  j>ei-sons  re- 
specti\ely  reside,  are  hereby  requested  to  give  all  the  aid 
that  shall  be  required  of  them  by  Captain  Wool  for  the 
efiectual  execution  of  this  order. 

A  Return,  dated  April  13th,  1776,  signed  by  Jonathan 
Lawrence,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  I^'cu'town,  in 
^Keen's  County,  was  read,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  fol- 
lowing persons  were  chosen  Officers  of  the  Militia  in  the 
said  Township,  to  wit : 

Of  a  Company  of  Militia  for  the  Southernmost  Beat  or  Dis- 
trict :  Abraham  Rcmsen,  Captain ;  Benjamin  Coe,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Robert  Furman,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Benja- 
min North,  Ensign. 

For  the  North  Beat  or  District :  Jonathan  Lawrence,  Cap- 
tain ;  William  Jacket,  Fii-st  Lieutenant ;  William  Law- 
rence, Second  Lieutenant ;  Jesse  Warner,  Ensign. 

Trooj)  of  Light  Horse :  Richard  Lawrence,  Captain  ;  Da- 
niel Lawrence,  First  Lieutenant ;  Samuel  Riker,  Second 
Lieutenant ;  Jonathan  Coe,  Cornet ;  Peter  Rapalye, 
Quartermaster. 

Ordered,  That  Commissions  issue  to  those  gentlemen  in- 
stantaneously ;  and  they  were  issued  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tredwell  draft  a  Letter  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Qtieen^s  County,  recommending  to  them  the  form- 
ing and  regulating  the  Militia  of  the  said  County,  without 
delay. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wi/nkoop,  Col.  Allison,  and  Col. 
Lewis  Graham,  be  a  Committee  to  consider  of  and  report 
an  amendment  to  the  Militia  Law,  so  far  as  the  same  respects 
the  disarmed  Non-Associators,  with  all  possible  speed. 

Colonel  Palmer  applied  for  an  order  on  the  Treasurer.  He 
informed  the  Congress  that  the  Commissioners  at  the  lower 
Fort,  to  wit :  at  Pooplopen  Kill,  borrowed  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  Pounds  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  ujiper  Fort ; 
that  the  Commissionei-s  at  Pooplopen's  Kill  are  indebted 
for  sundry  articles  ;  that  they  will  have  occasion  for  at  least 
die  sum  of  one  thousand  Pounds. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony,  advance 
to  Colonel  Thomas  Palmer,  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  for 
erecting  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  Pounds,  to  be  expended 
and  applied  for  erecting  the  Fortifications  in  the  Highlands, 
and  take  his  receipt  for  the  same  on  Continental  account. 

Henry  Wisner,  Jun.,  Esq.,  having  applied  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  for  the  premium  for  erecting  a  Powder-Mill, 
b  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  on  giving  security,  and  enter- 
ing into  contract.  Mr.  Wisner  also  informed  the  Congress 
that  there  is  a  very  considerable  sum  due  to  him  from  the 
Colony  on  the  Resolution  of  the  Provincial  Congress  for 
manufacturing  of  Gunpowder;  that  he  intends  to  have  his 
partner  bound  with  him  in  the  contract  for  erecting  a  Pow- 
der-Mill ;  that  he  requests  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds  from  the  Treasury  on  his  Bond,  for  that  sum  in  part 
of  either  of  the  sums  above-mentioned  : 

Tliereupon  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston, 
Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  advance  to  Henry  Wis- 
ner, Jun.,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds 
on  his  Bond,  payable  the  1st  day  of  July  next. 

Whereas  frequent  complaints  have  been  made  to  this  Con- 
gress that  many  of  the  male  inhabitants  have,  at  this  critical 
season,  withdrawn  themselves  from  the  Capital  of  this  Co- 
lony, whereby  its  strength  and  powers  of  defence  are  much 
weakened,  and  the  inhabitants  who  remain  the  more  ex- 
posed : 

On  motion  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  every  male  in- 
habitant of  the  City  and  County  of  New-  York,  above  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  and  under  the  age  of  fifty  years,  who 
has  withdrawn  himself  from  the  same  since  the  1st  day  of 
June  last  past,  be  required,  and  is  hereby  required,  to  return 
without  delay  with  his  arms  and  accoutrements ;  and  that 
every  male  inhabitant  between  the  said  several  ages  be 
henceforth  prohibited,  and  is  hereby  prohibited,  from  depart- 
ing this  City  and  County,  and  absconding  himself  from  the 


same  for  more  than  twenty-four  hours,  without  leave  of  the 
Colonel  or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Battalion  or  Regi- 
ment to  which  he  belongs ;  and  that  the  Committees  in  the 
neighbouring  Counties  and  Colonies  into  whose  District  such 
inhabitants  of  this  City  and  County  have  so  withdrawn 
themselves  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  take  eflec- 
tual  means  to  compel  the  said  inhabitants,  who  have  so  with- 
drawn themselves,  to  return  to  their  usual  places  of  abode 
in  the  said  City  and  County. 

And  Ordered,  That  this  Resolution  be  publbhed  in  all 
the  publick  Newspapers  in  this  Colony. 

Die  Veneris,  4to  ho.  P.  M.,  May  10, 1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-Yokk. — Mr.  Scott,  Colonel  Lott,  Mr.  Bancker, 
Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Prince,  Colonel  McDougall. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Bancker,  Mr.  Lavrrence. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Oothmidt, 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Mr.  Allison. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  Wynkoop,  Mr.  De  Witt,  Colonel  Pal- 
mer, Mr.  Wisner,  Jun. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Covenhoven. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Tredwell,  Mr. 
Wickham. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  Colonel  L. 
Graham,  Mr.  Paulding. 

Directions  for  Captain  Thomas  Cregier,  of  the  Armed 
Schooner  General  Putnam,  were  read,  and  approved,  and 
are  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

Captain  Thomas  Cregier: 

Sir  :  You  are  hereby  directed  to  inform  His  Excellency 
General  Washington  that  the  aimed  schooner  named  the 
General  Piitnam,  under  your  command,  is  fitted  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  sea. 

You  are  diligently  to  observe  and  follow  such  orders  and 
directions  as  you  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  Ge- 
neral Washington,  until  the  further  order  of  the  Provincial 
Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  this  Colony. 

A  copy  of  the  said  Instructions,  signed  by  the  President, 
were  delivered  to  the  said  Thomas  Cregier,  and  he  was  di- 
rected to  show  them  to  General  Washington. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Alderman  Brasher,  Captain  Den- 
ning, Mr.  John  Van  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr. 
Prince,  and  Mr.  Rutgers,  be  requested  to  attend  this  Con- 
gress precisely  at 'nine  o'clock,  to-morrow  morning,  and  that 
the  Doorkeeper  fail  not  to  give  notice  to  those  gentlemen  of 
this  order  without  delay. 

And  Ordered,  That  every  Member  now  present,  who  has 
not  leave  of  absence,  do  attend  at  the  same  time  witli  punc- 
tuality.   

Die  Sabbati,  A.  M.,  May  11,  1770. 
The  Congress  met  pui-suant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Beekman,  Colonel  Brasher,  Colo- 
nel McDoitgall,  Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker, 
Mr.  Priiwe,  Col.  Stoutenburgh,  Mr.  Scott,  Col.  Lott. 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glen. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  De  Witt,  Colonel  Palmer,  Mr.  Wyn- 
koop, Mr.  Wisner. 

For  King's. — Colonel  Van  Brunt. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Levns  Graham,  Mr.  Pbul- 
ding.  Colonel  Joseph  Drake.  *■ 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Haring. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Evert  BaiKker. 

Thomas  Wooley,  of  Cow-Neck,  Feltmaker,  was  brought, 
under  a  guard,  before  the  Congress,  pui-suant  to  the  order  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  of  the  8th  instant.  The  exami- 
nation of  Thomas  Mitchell  was  read  to  him.  He  denies  the 
charges  therein  charged  against  him,  and  says  he  is  Clerk 
to  Colonel  Blackwell's  Regiment. 

Captain  Sands  says  the  charges  are  true,  and  first  pro- 
duced a  certificate  from  Timothy  Smith,  Esq. 

Isaac  Smith,  of  Hempstead,  in  (Queen's  County,  Esquire, 
being  examined,  says,  that  he  was  talking  with  Captain  Sand^ 
at  Richard  Smith's ;  that  Thomas  Wooley  came  up  to  them 
in  his  brother's  house,  aud  told  Captain  Sands  lliat  he  had 
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taken  his  goods  from  him ;  that  he  had  taken  a  hat  from 
him,  which  he  usually  sold  at  fifty  shillings,  and  sold  it  for 
thirty  shillings,  and  that  he  demanded  satisfaction ;  that  he 
turned  to  Mr.  Smith,  and  told  him  he  demanded  a  summons 
for  him ;  that  he  understood  it  was  for  taking  away  his 
goods,  to  wit :  the  said  hat ;  that  he  (the  examinant)  declin- 
ed having  anything  to  do  with  the  affair,  and  left  him.  Being 
asked  by  Wooley  whether  he  said  he  had  no  other  demand 
against  him,  Mr.  Smith  says  he  does  not  remember  tiiat  he 
said  he  had  no  other  demand. 

,  Captain  Sands  gave  a  relation  of  the  transactions  at  Her- 
rick's.  Thomas  Wooley  also  related  the  affair  in  his  own  light ; 
says  he  did  apply  for  a  sunnnons ;  that  Captain  Sands  had 
formerly  had  dealings  with  him ;  tliat  he  thought  Captain 
Sands  had  acted  illegally,  and  he  intended  to  support  his 
suit  as  well  as  he  could. 

Mr.  Sands  related  the  charge  of  the  challenge  on  the  last 
field-day.  Thomas  Wooley  says  that  he  was  summoned  ;  die 
first  day  he  appeared  without  arms ;  the  second  day  he  ap- 
peared and  told  Captain  Sands  he  thought  he  had  no  right 
to  call  on  him  under  arms ;  that  the  last  day  he  determined 
not  to  insult  him  in  the  execution  of  his  office ;  that  Mr. 
Sands  affronted  by  calling  him  a  fellow  ;  that  in  the  interval, 
he  called  on  him  for  satisfaction ;  that  Mr.  Sands  told  him 
he  should  have  it ;  that  he  thought  Mr.  Sands's  answer  en- 
titled him  to  propose  a  sword,  and  small  thing  that  would 
speak  ;  that  he  had  not  arms  of  his  own  when  Colonel  Heard 
was  in  Queen's  County,  which  he  told  Colonel  Heard;  that 
he  told  Colonel  Heard  he  had  voted  against  Deputies ;  that 
he  told  him  he  had  one  which  was  left  as  a  pawn  for  a  debt, 
and  which  he  has  since  sold  to  Mr.  Allen ;  that  he  is  willing 
to  bear  arms  if  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress. 

Thomas  Mitchell  was  called,  and  his  deposition  again 
read.  Thomas  Wooley  says  that  he  can  prove  by  some  of 
the  guard  that  he  did  not  threaten  to  prosecute  the  whole 
guard ;  that  the  Jailer  said  he  was  not  a  Jailer  for  the  Con- 
gress ;  that  he  prevailed  on  the  Jailer  to  keep  him  in  his 
house  till  next  day ;  that  the  Jailer  went  to  the  Sheriff  next 
day  and  returned,  said  the  Sheriff  did  not  think  proper  to 
detain  him. 

Aspinwall  Cornell  says  that  he  has  seen  the  Deputy 
Sheriff  since,  who  told  him  that  Thomas  Wooley  would  not 
stay  with  him;  that  he  did  not  detain  him,  because  he 
thought  the  Captain's  warrant  not  sufficient. 

The  demand  of  the  prisoner  from  the  Jailer,  by  Captain 
Sands,  was  read ;  the  Jailer's  answer  thereon  was  read.* 

Being  cross-examined  by  the  defendant,  he  says  that  the 
defendant  did  not  attempt  to  escape  ;  used  the  guard  well ; 
but  declared  his  opinion  that  Captain  Sands  had  not  power 
to  commit  him. 

The  parties  and  witnesses  were  ordered  to  withdraw  into 
the  City-Hall.  The  Congress  took  the  premises  into  consi- 
deration, and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Haring 
moved,  and  was  seconded  by  Colonel  Stoutenburgh,  "  That 
Thomas  Wooley  be  immediately  committed  to  tlie  Jail  of 
Queen's  County." 

Debates  arose,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon,  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  in  manner  following  to  wit: 

For  the  Affirmative.  For  the  JVeg-ative. 

2  Orange,  3  Albany, 

2  Ulster,  2  Richmond, 

2  Westchester,  2  King's. 

4  New-York.  — 

—  7  votes. 

10  votes. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Wooley  be  immediately 
committed  to  the  Jail  in  Queen's  County. 

Thereupon  a  Warrant  or  Mittimus  was  made  out  and 
delivered  to  Captain  John  Sands,  in  the  words  following, 
to  wit: 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  Congress,  upon  sufficient  proof 

*To  Mr.  Hopi  Mills,  Jailer  of  Queeh's  County — 

Sib  :  You  are  hereby  desired  to  deliver  into  the  hands  of  my  Lieutenant 
Cornell  and  Sergeant  Hutcldnga,  the  body  of  Thomas  Wooley,  deliver- 
ed in  your  custody  agreeable  to  my  warrant  to  you  directed  Saturday 
night  last. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  the  6th  of  May,  1776,  in  the  District  of 
Cow-JVeck;  Great-JVeck,  &c.  JoHS  Sixns,   Captain. 

Mr.  Hope  Mills  examined  and  saith :  The  reason  why  he  did  not  con- 
fine Thomas  H'ooley  was,  that  he  doubted  the  Captain's  authority  to  give 
him  such  order,  and  that  the  Sheriff  disapproved  of  it. 

In  the  presence  of  me,  Jacob  Wright. 

Jamaica,  May  8,  1776. 


and  after  hearing  of  and  defence  made  by  Thomas  Wooky, 
of  Cow-JSieck,  in  Queen's  County,  Feltmaker,  that  the  said 
Thomas  Wooley  has  three  times  contumaciously  refused  to 
appear  in  arms  in  the  Militia  Company  of  the  District  in 
which  he  resides,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Sands,  and 
has  challenged  his  said  Captain  to  a  duel  for  having  done 
his  duty  in  his  office  towards  the  said  'Thomas  Wooky,  and 
therefore  appears  to  this  Congress  as  a  person  whose  going 
at  large  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America : 

It  is  hereby  Ordered,  That  the  said  Captain  Sands  do 
convey  the  said  Thomas  Wooley  to  the  common  Jail  of 
Queen's  County,  and  the  Keeper  of  the  said  Jail  is  hereby 
ordered  and  required  to  receive  the  said  Tliomas  Wooley 
into  his  custody,  and  him  safely  keep  in  the  common  Jail 
aforesaid,  at  his  own  expense,  until  further  order  of  this  or 
some  future  Provincial  Congress  or  Committee  of  Safety 
of  this  Colony. 

Brigadier-General  Gates  informed  the  Congress  that  his 
Excellency  General  Washington  has  ordered  all  the  Troops, 
except  the  Artillery  Corps,  immediately  to  encamp  ;  that  the 
General  wishes  some  respectable  citizens  were  appointed  to 
take  care  of  the  houses,  from  which  Troops  are  removing, 
to  have  them  shut  up ;  that  his  Excellency  conceives  that 
it  may  be  necessary  to  have  the  houses  cleaned,  to  prevent 
any  infection  or  disorder  to  arise  thereof  in  the  City ;  and 
that  General  Washington  is  willing  to  give  any  aid  in  his 
power  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  General  Washington's  message  be  re- 
ferred to  the  General  Committee  of  the  City  o(  New-York, 
as  within  their  proper  department. 

Mr.  Prince  produced  to  the  Congress  two  Receipts,  both 
dated  Apiil  1,  1776,  and  signed  by  Wessel  F.  Wessels,  for 
and  on  behalf  of  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  Commissary,  acknow- 
ledging to  have  received  from  Mr.  Prince  twenty-eight  Sash 
Lead-weights,  weighing  four  hundred  three  quarters  and 
twenty-three  pounds,  taken  out  of  the  Exchange ;  as  also 
seventy-nine  Sash  Lead-weights,  weighing  fourteen  hundred 
one  quarter  and  twenty-seven  pounds,  all  gross  weight, 
taken  out  of  the  Old  City  Hall,  by  order  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  made  and  delivered  to  him  on  the  25th  day  of 
March  last  past. 

nie  Sabbati,  —  ho.  P.  M.,  May  11,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Prince,   Mr.  Bancker, 
Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Stoutenburgh,  Colonel  McDougall, 

For  Albany. — Mr.  Oothoudt,  Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Gknn. 

For  Orange. — Colonel  Allison,  Mr.  Haring. 

For  Suffolk. — Mr.  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham. 

For  Westchester. — Colonel  Joseph  Drake,  Mr.  Paul- 
ding, Colonel  Lewis  Graham. 

For  Ulster. — Mr.  IVisner,  Mr.  He  Witt,  Colonel  Palmer. 

For  King's. — Colonel  Van  Brunt. 

For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 


Die  Lunte,  9  ho.  A.  M.,  May  13,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Present :  Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  President. 

For  New-York. — Colonel  McDougall,  Cajjtain  Denning, 
Mr.  Beekman,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker,  Mr.  Prince,  Colonel 
Stoutenburgh,  Colonel  Brasher,  Mr.  Brasher. 

For  Albanv. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Oothoudt. 

For  Ulster. — Colonel  Palmer,  Dr.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Wisner. 

For  King's. — Mr.  Leffcrtse. 

For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham. 

For  Orange. — Mr.  Haring,  Colonel  Allison. 

For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Colonel  Lewis  Gra- 
ham, Colonel  Joseph  Drake. 
A  Letter  from  Dr.  Perkins,*  bearing  date  this  day,  was 

•  NiW-YonK,  May  13,  1776. 

Gkhtlemen  :  Permit  me  to  say  I  am  informed  there  is  no  Surgeon 
appointed  in  Colonel  Jiitzema's  Regiment,  and  am  directed  by  said 
Colonel  to  apply  to  this  honourable  House ;  being  confident  that  merit 
and  ability  is  tlic  only  motive  in  your  choice,  am  emboldened  to  olfer 
myself  as  a  candidate  for  that  service,  and  cheerfully  submit  to  the  ex- 
amination of  such  gentlemen  of  the  faculty  as  your  Honours  appoint, 
and  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  you  will  do  me  the  utmost  justice  ac- 
cordingly.    I  have  not  the  happiness  to  be  acquainted  with  but  few 
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read  and  filed.     He  thereby  requests  to  be  appointed  Sur- 
geon to  Colonel  Ritzcma's  Regiment. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  bearing  date  this 
13th  day  of  Mai/,  was  read  and  filed  ;  and  therein  encloses 
:i  Resolve  of  Congress,  ascertaining  the  price  of  Tea,  and 
a  Ijetter  from  Mr.  Isaac  Scars,  alleging  that  he  has  hitherto 
observed  the  said  Resolution  of  Congress  in  the  sale  of  his 
Teas,  but  that  he  has  been  informed  that  there  is  a  proba- 
bility that  some  persons  in  New-York  may  violate  the  said 
Re.solution,  and  therefore  signifies  that  he  will  withhold  the 
further  sale  of  his  Teas. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  papers  be  filed. 

"New-York,  May  13,1776. 

"  Sir:  As  applications  are  frequently  made  by  officers  of 
Militia,  that  came  for  the  defence  of  this  city,  for  their  pay, 
I  enclose  you  a  resolve  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  which 
passed  the  !26th  of  April.  You  have  also,  herewith,  a  let- 
ter I  received  from  Mr.  Sears,  of  New-Haven,  the  subject 
of  which  is  of  consequence,  but  very  foreign  to  my  depart- 
ment. I  doubt  not  but  your  honourable  Convention  will 
take  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  put  a  stop  to  the 
evil  Mr.  Sears  is  apprehensive  of. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  hum- 

^•«  s«"-^a"«'  "  George  Washington. 

"To  the  President  of  ih^ New- York  Convention  or  Con- 
gress." 

"  In  Congress,  April  26,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  the  respective  Governments  from  whence 
Militias  have  come,  for  the  defence  of  the  City  ot New-York, 
be  desired  speedily  to  transmit  to  Congress  authenticated 
Muster-Roils,  and  accounts  of  moneys  due  to  such  respec- 
tive Militias,  in  order  to  their  being  immediately  settled  and 
discharged." 

Colonel  McDougall  informed  the  Congress  that  the  time 
allowed  to  Colonel  Ritzema,  to  receive  Arms  from  the  Co- 
lony Storekeeper,  is  expired,  and  that  therefore  he  requests 
an  order  for  Arms  in  his  turn. 

Thereupon  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Richard  Norwood,  Com- 
missary of  Colony  Stores,  deliver  to  Colonel  McDougall, 
or  to  such  Captains  in  his  Regiment  as  shall  have  Colonel 
McDougall's  orders,  all  the  Muskets  and  Fire-locks  fit  for 
use,  which  now  are  or  may  come  into  the  Colony  Store,  in 
the  course  of  fifteen  days  from  the  date  hereof;  and  that 
the  said  Commissary  take  a  receipt  of  Colonel  McDougall, 
or  of  the  Captains  to  whom  such  Arms  shall  be  delivered, 
to  the  end  that  the  same  may  be  accounted  for  and  paid 
for  to  the  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  Alexander  Monmef,  the  Jailer  of  the 
Provincial  Congress,  be  allowed  for  his  pay  at  and  after  the 
rate  of  four  Pounds  per  month,  from  the  14th  day  oi March 
last,  the  day  he  was  employed  as  such,  while  he  continues 
in  that  service. 

And  Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq., 
as  Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  Mr.  Alexander  Mon- 
crief  the  sum  of  eight  Pounds,  for  his  wages  from  the  14th 
day  of  March  last  to  the  14th  instant,  included. 

A  Warrant  was  issued  to  Leonard  Bleecker,  gentleman,  to 
be  First  Lieutenant  of  Captain  John  Johnson's  Company,  in 
Colonel  McDougalTs  Regiment,  given  on  condition  therein 
expressed,  that  if  the  said  Leonard  Bleecker  does  actually 
inlist  and  be  ready  to  join  the  Regiment  with  twenty-five 
men  in  three  weeks  from  this  day,  the  date  thereof,  that  he 
will  be  entitled  to  a  Fii-st  Lieutenant's  commission. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay  to  Thomas 
Pettit,  the  Doorkeeper,  the  sum  of  eight  Pounds  one  Shil- 
ling, in  full  for  his  account  for  pay  and  disbursements  to  the 
14tli  instant,  included. 

nie  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  service  of  Mr. 
Anthony  Grijfiths,  at  the  Laboratory  of  Colony  Ammuni- 
tion and  Stores,  and  his  accounts  of  disbursements,  amount- 
ing to  nine  Pounds  seven  Shillings  and  three  Pence. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay  to  Mr.  An- 

membcrs  of  your  House,  except  Colonel  I'almer,  who  can  satisfy  your 
honourable  body  in  respect  to  my  character. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  and  very 
humble  servant,  Abijih  Pkbkiss. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Provincial  Congress,  now  sitting  in  JWni-for/t. 


thony  Griffiths  the  sum  of  fifty-nine  Pounds  seven  Shillings 
and  three  Pence,  for  his  accounts  of  disbursements,  and  in 
full  for  his  services-to  the  14th  day  of  March  last,  and  take 
Mr.  Griffiths'' s  receipt  for  the  same. 

In  Provincial  Congress,  May  11,  1776. 

Whereas  the  Provincial  Congress  of  this  Colony  did,  on 
the  22d  day  of  August  last  past,  pass  several  resolves  for  re- 
gulating and  putting  the  Militia  of  this  Province  in  a  state  of 
defence  against  the  arbitrary  usurpations  of  the  British  Par- 
liament :  And  whereas  this  Congress  did,  on  the  .  .  .  day 

last,  pass  sundry  resolves,  as  an  appendix  to  the 

former ;  yet,  through  the  inimical  and  unfriendly  disposition 
of  many  persons  in  this  Province,  this  Congress  have  found 
it  absolutely  necessary,  not  only  for  the  safety  of  the  said 
Province,  but  of  the  United  Colonies  in  general,  to  take 
away  the  arms  and  accoutrements  of  the  most  dangerous 
among  them ;  and  as  common  justice  requires  that,  in  defend- 
ing our  rights  and  liberties,  every  individual  should  bear  a 
proportional  part  of  the  burden  and  expense  : 

Resolved  therefore.  That  every  male  inhabitant  within  this 
Colony  above  sixteen  and  under  fifty  years  of  age,  who  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  disarmed  on  account  of  their  ini- 
mical principles,  and  are  thereby  disabled  from  complying 
with  the  aforesaid  resolves,  do  pay  unto  the  Captain  or 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  day,  of  the  District  or  Beat 
wherein  he  shall  dwell  or  reside,  the  sum  of  five  Shillings 
for  every  day  the  said  Company  shall  be  mustered  or  called 
on  duty,  and  not  under  pay ;  and  on  such  disarmed  person 
or  persons  as  aforesaid  neglecting  or  refusing  to  pay  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  five  Shillings,  within  ten  days  after  such 
muster  or  duty,  the  said  Captain  or  other  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  day  is  hereby  empowered  and  required  to 
issue  his  warrant  for  the  recovery  thereof,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  directed  by  the  before  recited  resolves,  and  the 
moneys  so  arising  to  be  applied  by  the  Captain  towards 
arming  such  persons  within  said  District  or  Beat  as  have 
associated  in  defence  of  their  country,  and  are  not  able  to 
purchase  arms  for  that  purpose ;  and  render  an  account  to 
the  Field-Officers  of  the  Regiment  to  which  he  belongs,  of 
all  the  moneys  by  him  received,  and  to  what  use  applied ; 
and,  also,  deliver  the  said  arms  and  accoutrements  so  pur- 
chased to  the  said  Field-Officers,  or  one  of  them,  when  there- 
unto required,  in  order  to  be  secured  or  deposited  for  the  use 
of  the  said  Regiment. 

Colonel  Allison,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consi- 
der of,  and  report  what  is  necessary  to  be  determined  as  to 
that  part  of  the  Militia  who  have  been  disarmed,  delivered 
in  the  Report  of  the  said  Committee,  which  was  read. 

And  Ordered,  That  the  Secretaries  deliver  the  said  Report 
to  the  next  Congress  of  this  Colony  for  their  consideration. 

Die  LuniE,  3  ho.  P.  M.,  May  13,  1776. 
The  Congress  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present :  Brigadier  General  Woodhull,  President. 
For  New-Yorr. — Col.  McDougall,  Mr.  Evert  Bancker, 

Mr.  Prince,  Captain  Denning,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Stouten- 

burgh.  Colonel  Brasher. 
For  Albany. — Mr.  Cuyler,  Mr.  Glenn,  Mr.  Oothoudt. 
For  Ulster. — Mr.  De  Witt,  Mr.  Wisner,  Colonel  Palmer. 
For  Suffolk. — General  Woodhull,  Mr.  Wickham. 
For  Orange. — Mr.  Allison,  Mr.  Haring. 
For  Richmond. — Mr.  Adrian  Bancker. 
For  Westchester. — Mr.  Paulding,  Col.  Joseph  Drake, 

Colonel  L.  Graham. 
For  King's. — Mr.  Leffertse. 

The  Jail-keeper  of  this  Congress  attending,  was  admitted. 
Informed  that  several  of  his  prisoners  were  very  unruly,  and 
requested  a  sinall  guard,  at  least  four  Sentinels  of  the  Com- 
pany employed  to  guard  the  Records,  to  be  placed  this  night 
at  the  Jail,  which  is  under  the  care  o(  Alexander  Monaief, 
to  wit :  two  in  the  entry,  between  the  Jail  doors,  and  two 
at  the  windows,  on  the  outside  of  tliose  Jail  rooms ;  that 
such  guard  as  above-mentioned  be  continued  at  the  Jail 
until  further  order. 

Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Congress  of  this  Colony,  pay  to  Robert 
Benson,  Esquire,  the  sum  of  one  hundi-ed  and  eighty-one 
Pounds,  in  full  for  his  service  as  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
this  Congress,  to  thb  day  included. 
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John  McKesson  produced  to  this  Congress  the  following 
account  of  disbursements  for  their  use,  (exclusive  of  an  ac- 
count of  postage,  which,  he  says,  he  has  not  here  in  the 
Chamber,)  viz : 

Paid  for  a  strong  Chest  to  keep  the  Records, 

boughl  o{  Ingliss  Sf  Higgins,  -  -  -  £2  12  0 
Four  reams  of  Paper,  at  24*.  each,  -  -  -  4  16  0 
Seven  sticks  of  Sealing- Wax,  bought  of  John 

J.  Roosevelt, 070 

Paid  Samuel  Loudon,  for  Wafers,  -  -  -  -  0  2  3 
Paid  for  seven  quires  of  large  folio-post  Paper, 

bought  of  John  J.  Roosevelt,  at  2s.  6d.  -  0  19  6 
Parchment  for  Albany,  Ulster,  Dutchess,  and 

Suffolk,  Brigadier-Generals'  Commissions,      0     8  0 


Exclusive  of  Postage,  -----  £9  4  9 
Ordered,  That  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esq.,  as 
Treasurer  of  this  Congress,  pay  to  John  McKesson  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  Pounds,  for  his  services  as 
one  of  the  Secretaries  of  this  Congress,  to  this  day  included ; 
and  the  ftirther  sum  of  nine  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  nine 
Pence  for  his  disbursements  (exclusive  of  Postage)  for  the 
use  of  this  Congress,  which  two  sums  amount  in  the  whole 
to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  Pounds  four  Shillings 
and  nine  Pence,  exclusive  of  what  is  due  to  him  for  Post- 
age. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  General  Washington's  Letter  on  the  subject 
of  having  the  Militia  in  readiness,  delivered  in  the  Report 
of  the  said  Committee,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  and 
delivered  in  at  the  Chair,  where  the  same  was  again  read, 
and  is  as  follows : 

Your  Committee  do  report,  that  they  have  deliberately 
considered  the  condition  of  the  Militia  of  this  Colony  as 
distinguished  into  Minute-men  and  common  Militia,  a  dis- 
tinction which  they  are  of  opinion  was  ill-timed  and  unfor- 
tunate, by  not  being  well  adapted  to  the  state  of  things  in 
this  Colony ;  and,  as  they  propose  to  offer  some  reasons  for 
a  change  of  the  plan  of  defence  by  the  natural  strength  of 
the  Colony,  they  beg  leave  to  begin  by  assigning  these " 
reasons. 

The  Continental  Congress,  on  the  18th  oi  July  last,  among 
other  things,  resolved,  that  one-fourth  part  of  the  Militia  in 
every  Colony  be  selected  for  Minute-men,  of  such  persons  as 
are  willing  to  enter  into  this  necessary  service,  of  defending 
their  rights  against  Ministerial  tyranny,  formed  into  com- 
panies and  battalions,  and  their  officers,  under  the  degree 
of  Field-Officers,  chosen  by  the  men,  and  Commissioned,  as 
well  as  the  Field-Officere,  by  the  respective  Assemblies  or 
Conventions  ;  to  be  ready  on  the  shortest  notice  to  march  to 
any  place  where  their  assistance  might  be  required  for  the 
defence  of  their  own  or  a  neighbouring  Colony ;  and  that  as 
these  Minute-men  might  eventually  be  called  to  action  be- 
fore the  whole  body  could  be  sufficiently  trained,  it  was 
therefore  recommended  that  a  more  particular  and  diligent 
attention  should  be  paid  to  their  instmction  in  military  dis- 
cipline ;  and  that  such  of  the  Minute-men  as  desire  it 
should  be  relieved  by  new  drafts  from  the  whole  body  of 
the  Militia,  once  in  four  months ;  and  that  where  in  any 
Colony  a  Militia  was  already  formed,  under  regulations 
approved  by  the  Convention  of  such  Colony,  or  by  such 
Assemblies  as  are  annually  elected,  the  said  Congress  refer- 
red it  to  the  discretion  of  such  Convention  or  Assembly 
either  to  adopt  the  foregoing  regulations,  in  the  whole  or  in 
part,  or  to  continue  their  former,  as  they,  on  consideration 
of  all  circumstances,  should  think  best.  Upon  this  plan  the 
Minute-men  of  this  Colony  was  formed,  and  your  Committee 
report  the  following  inconveniences  attending  the  execution 
of  that  plan,  to  wit : 

1st.  AH  the  Officers,  as  well  those  of  the  common  Militia 
as  of  the  Minute-men,  under  the  degree  of  Field-Officers,  are 
made  eligible  by  the  privates  of  each  company ;  and  there- 
fore, as  the  above-mentioned  regulation  for  Minute-men  gives 
a  choice  of  Minute  officers  by  one-fourth  of  the  Militia,  and 
a  succession  of  privates  is  provided  for  by  drafts,  it  follows 
that,  in  the  succession,  three-fourths  of  the  Militia  will  be 
subject  to  officei-s  not  of  their  own  election,  contrary  to  the 
evident  design  of  Congress. 

2dly.  That,  in  the  regulation  above-mentioned  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  for  the  appointment  of  officers,  those  under 


the  degree  of  Field  are  placed  in  the  election  of  the  people, 
they  conceive  it  to  be  their  undoubted  right  so  to  elect ;  and, 
as  the  succession  by  draft  will  exclude  three-fourths  of  the 
Militia  from  such  election,  there  is  no  possibility  of  supply- 
ing a  succession  of  privates  upon  the  principle  whereon 
the  Minute-men  are  established.     From  whence  it  follows,    • 

3dly.  That,  throughout  the  different  Minute  Regiments  in 
the  Colony,  while  the  different  corps  of  officers  are  com- 
plete, the  Regiments,  as  to  privates,  are  and  must  of  neces- 
sity continue  very  deficient,  unless  some  new  regulation  be 
made ;  therefore  we  report  it  as  the  opinion  of  your  Com- 
•  mittee — 

1st.  That  the  distinction  between  Minute-men  and  com- 
mon Militia,  which  seems  to  be  a  consequence  of  the  afore- 
said resolve  of  the  Continental  Congress,  be  henceforth 
abolished,  that  thereby  the  Militia  of  the  Colony  may  be 
again  reduced  to  one  common  mass. 

2dly.  That  therefore  all  the  commissions  for  Minute  offi- 
cers be  forthwith  recalled,  and  that  every  private  be  placed 
under  his  proper  Militia  officer,  leaving  each  Regiment  to 
be  officered  according  to  the  mode  prescribed ;  that  is  to  say, 
those  under  the  degree  of  Field-Officers,  by  election  of  the 
privates,  and  those  above  that  degree,  by  the  appointment 
of  the  Provincial  Congress. 

3dly.  As  upon  this  plan  many  officers  may  be  reduced  to 
the  station  of  privates,  and  it  would  be  very  degrading  to 
compel  those  whose  appointment  as  officers  of  Minute-men 
must  be  a  clear  proof  of  their  distinguished  attachment  to 
the  publick  cause,  to  appear  in  the  ranks,  your  Committee 
report  it  as  their  opinion,  that  such  gentlemen  as  have  been 
appointed  Minute  officers,  and  will  be  reduced  in  conse- 
quence of  the  reform  now  proposed,  be  not  enrolled  among 
the  Militia,  nor  be  compelled  to  do  military  duties  required 
by  the  Militia  regulations,  but  that  they  be  requested  by  this 
Congress  to  keep  themselves  well  equipped,  as  the  Militia 
regulations  require ;  your  Committee  not  doubting  that  the 
laudable  spirit  which  entitled  them  to  a  preference  as  officers 
will  induce  them,  upon  any  publick  emergency,  to  turn  out 
in  defence  of  their  country  in  the  character  of  volunteers. 

4thly.  As  your  Committee  consider  the  City  and  County 
o{  New- York,  Richmond  County,  and  King's  County,  as 
most  liable  to  a  sudden  invasion,  and  as  the  tnore  immediate 
object  of  his  Excellency  General  Washington's  request  to 
provide  him  with  a  Militia  aid,  in  case  of  an  invasion,  seems 
to  have  a  more  immediate  reference  to  those  Counties, 
your  Committee  therefore  report  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the 
whole  of  the  Militia  of  the  said  three  Counties,  forming 
together  the  New-York  Brigade,  be  required  to  hold  them- 
selves completely  provided,  according  to  the  Militia  regula- 
tions, to  be  at  the  command  of  his  said  Excellency,  or  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Continental  forces  on  the  spot  for 
the  time  being,  at  a  minute's  warning,  upon  a  proper  order 
to  be  issued  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Militia  for 
that  purpose. 

5thly.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  that  one- 
third  part  of  all  the  rest  of  the  Militia,  without  abating  any 
part  of  the  duty  prescribed  to  the  Militia  in  general,  be  select- 
ed and  prepared  to  turn  out  at  the  command  of  the  Militia 
Commanding  Officer,  in  case  of  an  alarm  or  invasion,  under 
the  following  regulations,  to  wit  : 

That,  to  the  end  that  such  selected  Militia  may  at  all 
times  be  ready  for  immediate  service,  your  Committee  do 
advise  that  they  be  selected  in  manner  following,  that  is  to 
say :  That  a  Major-General  be  appointed  to  command  the 
Militia  of  the  whole  Colony ;  that  the  office  of  Brigadier- 
General,  in  every  brigade,  be  filled  up,  according  to  the  former 
military  arrangement,  by  Provincial  Congress ;  that  the  Major- 
General,  when  appointed,  do  forthwith  issue  his  orders  to  the 
several  Brigadiers-General,  who,  in  consequence  thereof,  are 
to  issue  their  orders,  respectively,  to  the  respective  Colonels 
or  other  Commanding  Officers  of  the  several  Battalions  or 
Regiments  under  their  command,  requiring  them  to  cause  to 
be  selected  by  ballot  one-third  part  of  the  Militia  of  each 
Battalion,  or  Regiment,  to  be  ready  to  march  at  a  minute's 
warning,  accoutred  as  the  Militia  regulations  require,  and 
with  five  days'  provisions;  which  men,  so  selected,  shall  be 
ready  to  inarch  at  a  minute's  warning,  and  shall  keep  them- 
selves in  such  readiness  for  one  whole  year ;  at  the  expiration 
of  which,  another  third  of  each  whole  battalion  shall  be  bal- 
loted for  the  like  service  for  one  year,  excluding  those  from 
the  ballot  who  shall  have  already  served ;  and  that  for  the 
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third  year's  sen'ice,  the  remaining  tiiird  part  of  each  battalion 
shall  be  ready  to  perform  the  service,  in  manner  before  direct- 
ed. And  that,  in  order  properly  to  officer  such  detachments 
of  the  Militia  for  active  and  immediate  service,  the  men  bal- 
loted for  the  (ii"st  and  second  year's  service  shall  have  the 
election  of  the  officers,  according  to  their  respective  ranks, 
the  number  and  rank  of  each  of  which  said  officers  shall  be 
according  to  their  standing  in  the  ]\Iilitia.  No  officer  to  be 
employed  in  this  service  for  more  than  one  year,  nor  more 
than  two  officers  at  a  time  out  of  one  company ;  and  the 
remaining  officers  in  the  third  year,  to  be  officers  of  course, 
according  to  their  standing  in  the  Militia.  And  we  recom- 
mend it  as  a  necessary  provision  to  permit  any  selected  per- 
son, except  officers  for  the  service  aforesaid,  to  procure  a 
person  to  serve  in  his  stead,  provided  he  be  approved  of  by 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment ;  that  the  same  pro- 
portion of  officers  shall  be  allotted  for  the  command  of  such 
selected  men  as  are  allotted  by  the  Militia  regulations  ;  that 
the  Field-Officers  to  command  such  selected  men  shall  be 
chosen  by  ballot,  by  the  officers  chosen  to  command  the 
selected  Militia ;  and  that  no  more  than  one  Field-Officer 
shall  be  elected  out  of  each  Battalion  or  Regiment  for  the 
aforesaid  Minute  or  select  service ;  the  Militia  thus  elected, 
to  be  under  command  of  their  respective  Brigadier  and  the 
Major-General,  as  the  rest  of  the  Militia. 
By  order  of  the  Committee  : 

John  Mokin  Scott,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  Report  be  referred  to  the  next  Con- 
gress of  this  Colony,  which  is  appointed  to  meet  in  this  City 
to-morrow,  and  that  the  Secretary  keeping  the  papers  deliver 
the  said  Report  to  that  Congress  for  their  consideration. 


Colonel  Makom  applied  to  this  Congress  for  payment  for 
the  Battalion  commanded  by  him  while  employed  at  the 
Works  and  Fortifications  in  and  about  this  City  of  New- 
York;  and  he  produced  General  Putnam's  order  of  the 
12th  day  o(  April  hist,  directing  the  Battalion  to  continue 
in  service,  and  carry  on  the  said  Works,  and  full  proof 
of  tlieir  having  sedulously  continued  in  the  publick  ser- 
vwe. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  Pounds  in  gross, 
be  advanced  and  iiaid,  on  the  credit  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, by  Peter  Van  Bru^h  Livingston,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of 
this  Colony,  to  Colonel  Malcom,  commanding  officer  of  the 
Battalion  of  Minute-men  of  the  City  and  County  of  Neiv- 
York,  employed  by  Major-General  Putnam,  by  order  under 
his  hand  of  the  12th  day  oi  April  last. 

I>-  Pbotixcial  CoNonF.ss,  Nk  w-Yon K, 3/(»,v  13,  1776. — It  is  hereby 
certified  that  the  Sloop  Francis,  Christopher  Clarke,  master,  bound  from 
JVorth-Carolina  to  this  Port,  was  seized  "by  Captain  Parlcer,  comman- 
der of  a  British  ship-of-war  named  the  Pheitix,  some  time  in  December 
last,  of  which  Mr.  ff'ilUam  Lowther  informed  this  Congress  soon  after 
he  got  on  shore,  within  sight  of  the  City.  That  the  said  sloop  was,  in 
March  last,  by  order  of  Captain  Parker,  sent  away  to  the  eastward  ; 
that  advices  were  received  that  the  Sloop  was  cast  away  on  the  Vine- 
yard, in  her  way  to  Boston,  and  perished ;  that  Mr.  William  Lo-wther 
went  in  pursuit  of  her  some  time  after  she  sailed,  and  is  since  returned ; 
that  he  has  brought  here  and  landed  out  that  part  of  the  cargo  which 
was  saved,  fifty  barrels  of  tar  and  turpentine,  forty-six  barrels  of  tobacco, 
and  about  two  thousand  staves ;  and  that  Mr.  Lo-wther  has  further  in- 
formed us  that  the  further  quantity  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  barrels  of 
tar  and  turpentine,  and  between  five  hundred  and  one  thousand  staves 
(part  of  the  said  cargo)  have  been  preserved,  besides  those  that  have 
been  brought  back  here. 

[Endorsed  May  13,  1776:  In  Provincial  Congress. — Certificates- 
Nothing  on  the  Minutes  to  which  this  refers.] 


BALTIMORE  (MARYLAND)  COUNTY  COMMITTEE. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  March  6,  1776: 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Vice-Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  William  Buchanan,  Thomas  Harrison,  Jeremiah 
T.  Chase,  George  Risteau,  James  Calhoun,  William  Aisquith,  John 
Cockey,  John  Sterrett,  John  Moale,  John  Smith,  Isaac  Grist,  John 
Boyd. 

The  Committee  of  Observation  took  into  consideration 
the  following  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety : 

"  Annapolis,  March  5,  1776. 

"Gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Observation: 
We  have  just  received  intelligence  that  a  large  ship,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  forty-four  gun  man-of-war,  and  two  sloops, 
are  on  their  way  up  the  Bay.  Their  destination  is  not 
known ;  but  as  they  may  intend  for  your  town,  we  send 
off  this  express,  that  you  may  be  on  your  guard,  and  make 
all  the  preparations  in  your  power  for  your  defence. 

"  We  are,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servants,       ,,  -p.  o     m  -i 

'       "  Daniel  of  St.  1  homas  Jenifer, 

"Charles  Carroll, 

"T.  B.  Hands, 

"  James  Tilghman." 
Upon  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Boat  be  sent  down  im- 
mediately to  reconnoitre,  and  bring  intelligence  respecting 
the  Man-of-War,  Sic,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  Captain 
Nicholson  be  requested  to  order  his  Tender  on  that  service. 
Which  he  complied  with. 

Resolved,  That  an  Express  by  water,  and  another  by 
land,  be  sent  iminediately  to  Elk,  to  hasten  down  the  Pow- 
der and  the  Small  Arms  belonging  to  this  Province,  and  that 
it  be  directed  to  Mr.  Henry  Hollingsworth,  with  a  request 
to  him  to  forward  them  either  by  land  or  water,  as  he  shall 
judge  expedient.  And  William  Stenson  was  accordingly  de- 
spatched by  land,  and  Joseph  White  and  Joseph  Gotro,  on 
board  Captain  Hollingsworth,  by  water. 

Resolved,  That  General  Andrew  Buchanan  be  requested 
to  provide  Expresses,  to  be  kept  in  readiness  to  be  de- 
spatched upon  any  emergency,  within  the  circle  of  his 
jurisdiction  ;  and  that  if  the  Council  of  Safety  do  not  pay 
the  expense,  that  this  Committee  will  do  it. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  George  Woolsey  and  Mr.  Hugh 
Young  collect  all  the  Gun-Flints  in  Town,  and  render  an 
account  of  the  same  to  this  Committee,  and  that  they  be 
lodged  with  Captain  Woolsey. 

Resolved,  That  it  b  necessary  to  have  the  publick  Re- 


cords of  this  County  immediately  packed  up  in  chests,  in 
order  for  their  removal  to  a  place  of  safety. 

Resolved,  That  no  Vessels  depart  this  Port  without  the 
further  orders  of  this  Committee,  and  that  Captain  Nichol- 
son be  requested  to  see  this  order  carried  into  execution. 

Captain  John  Sterrett  and  Captain  Henry  Shaaf  returned 
their  Enrollments. 

Attested ;  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  Thursday,  March  1, 
1776: 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Vice-Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  William  Buchanan,  John  Moale,  John  Smith, 
John  Cockey,  John  Boyd,  Jeremiah  T.  Chase,  William  Lux,  Secre- 
tary pro  tempore. 

Resolved,  Tliat  a  Breastwork  be  immediately  thrown 
up  at  the  Point,  below  Jesse  Hollingsworth' s,  and  that  the 
Money  in  Mr.  Moale's  hands  be  appropriated  to  defray  the 
expense  attending  it. 

The  Committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  and  do  direct, 
that  all  the  light  Vessels  in  the  Harbour  be  immediately  car- 
ried down  to  Whetstone,  in  order  to  be  sunk  in  the  Channel 
to  prevent  the  Vessels-of-War  from  coming  up ;  and  Messrs. 
Isaac  Grist,  Captain  William  Chace,  Captain  Thomas  Moore, 
George  Woolsey,  and  David  Stewart,  together  with  Major 
Gist,  are  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  an  Express  be  instantly  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia, to  the  Congress,  for  an  immediate  supply  of  Pow- 
der and  Lead. 

Several  Expresses  arrived  with  information  of  the  Man- 
of-War  and  her  Tenders  being  past  Annapolis,  and  stand- 
ing up  the  Bay,  and,  also,  that  she  is  at  the  mouth  of  the 
River. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  Thursday,  March  8, 
1766: 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Deputy-Chair- 
man, Andrew  Buchanan,  William  Buchanan,  Thomas  Harrison, 
John  Moale,  John  Boyd,  John  Smith,  Jeremiah  T.  Chase,  A.  Brit- 
ton,  William  Aisquith. 

The  Committee  agreed  with  Andrew  Stigar  and  Engle- 
heart  Yeiser.  to  furnish  Rations  for  tlie  Militia,  consisting  of 
nine  pounds  Bread,  and  eight  pounds  Beef  or  six  pounds 
Pork,  per  week,  with  Salt,  and  the  meat  to  be  boiled,  at 
one  Shilling  per  Ration. 
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Captain  Henry  Shaaf  is  appointed  to  have  the  Cannon 
at  the  Hill  removed  to  Fell's  Point  immediately. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  David  McLure  deliver  to  Captain 
)miiam  Galbraith  twenty  pounds  of  Gunpowder,  and  Mr. 
H.  Courlenay  forty  pounds  Lead. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Spear  deliver  Sergeant  W-i/- 
liam  Cormvall,  of  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith's  Company,  two 
quarter-barrels  of  Gunpowder,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  James  Calhoun,  or  Mr.  David  Mc- 
Lure, deliver  to  Mr.  J.  Hall  half  a  pound  of  Powder  and 
two  pounds  of  Lead. 

A  Certificate  was  granted  to  Jfilliam  Lawrence,  master 
of  the  Sloop  Otwell,  that  he  had  landed  three  hundred  and 
twenty  bushels  of  Corn,  and  six  baiTels  of  Pork,  shipped  by 
the  Honourable  Robert  Carter,  in  Westmoreland  County, 
Virginia. 

The  Independent  Company  having  received  orders  from 
the  Committee  to  disarm  such  persons  as  have  refused  to 
enroll  as  Militia,  returned  the  following  Arms,  which  were 
valued  as  follows : 

No.  1,  a  Fusee,  the  property  of  Melchior  Keener,  valued 
at  one  Pound  ten  Shillings,  delivered  to  John  Hughes ;  No. 
2,  a  Fusee,  the  ptxjperty  of  Thomas  Brereton,  valued  at  two 
Pounds  five  Shillings,  delivered  to  John  Caldwell ;  No.  3, 
a  Fusee,  the  property  of  William  Smith,  (Ropemaker,) 
valued  at  one  Pound  ten  Shillings ;  No.  4,  a  Fusee,  valued 
at  one  Pound  ;  No.  5,  a  Fusee,  valued  at  one  Pound  ;  No. 
6,  a  Fusee,  valued  at  fifteen  Shillings ;  No.  7,  a  Fusee, 
valued  at  fifteen  Shillings;  No.  8,  a  Fowling-Piece,  the 
property  of  Alexander  Lawson,  valued  at  three  Pounds 
ten  Shillings,  delivered  to  J.  Sterrett ;  No.  9,  a  Musket, 
the  property  of  John  Clausey,  valued  at  one  Pound  ten 
Shillings,  delivered  to  G.  Vaughan ;  No.  3,  a  brass  Blun- 
derbuss, the  property  of  Doctor  John  Stevenson,  valued  at 
three  Pounds,  and  No.  1 ,  a  brass  Blunderbuss,  the  property 
of  John  Ashbumer,  valued  at  two  Pounds  ten  Shillings, 
delivered  on  board  the  Deferux. 

Resolved,  That  the  Schooner  Resolution  be  fitted  out 
as  a  Tender  for  the  Ship  Defence,  on  the  present  emer- 
gency ;  and  that  Captain  William  Wand  be  Captain,  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Moore  First  Lieutenant,  Captain  George  Wise 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Captain  William  Paddison  Master. 

Messrs.  Robert  Purviance,  George  Woolsey,  and  David 
Stewart,  be  directed  to  carry  this  Resolve  into  immediate 
execution.  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  March  9,  1776 : 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Vice-CIiairman, 
Jeromiah  T.  Chase,  Thomas  Harrison,  William  Buchanan,  J.  Merry- 
man,  William  Aisquilh,  James  Calhoun,  J.  Cradock,  A.  Britton,  John 
Boyd. 

Messrs.  Andrew  Stigar  and  Engleheart  Yiescr  appeared, 
and  declared  that  they  would  relinquish  their  contract  of 
yesterday,  not  being  able  to  get  the  Provisions  cooked ; 
whereupon  Messrs.  J.  Merryman  and  James  Calhoun  were 
appointed  to  contract  with  people  to  cook ;  who  report  that 
they  had  agreed  with  the  two  Mrs.  Rosses.  • 

The  said  gentlemen  are  appointed  to  superintend  the 
Provision  service. 

Captain  Thomas  Hammond,  of  the  Anne  Arundel  County 
Militia,  applied  for  Provisions  for  a  Company  of  one  hundred 
men,  stationed  on  the  south  side  of  the  River  Patapsco. 

Accordingly  he  was  furnished  \yith  a  tierce  of  Beef  and 
a  side  of  fresh  Beef. 

The  following  Letter  was  sent  to  Captain  Nicholson : 

Baltimore,  March  9,  1776. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  to 
inform  you  that,  should  the  tenders  escape  you  before  you 
get  down  to  Mr.  Hudson's  ship,  and  join  the  Otter,  it  is 
their  opinion  it  would  be  improper  for  you  to  attack  them 
all  together ;  and  that,  if  you  think  there  is  a  probability 
of  their  coming  to  attack  you,  it  would  be  most  advisable 
for  you  to  return  to  Whetstone  Point  or  Felt's  Point,  to  be 
ready  to  protect  the  town,  and  remain  there  until  you  are 
properly  enabled  to  attack  the  whole  united  force.  All  the 
vessels  at  Whetstone  are  getting  ballasted,  and  will  be  ready 
for  sinking  when  you  see  a  necessity  for  doing  it. 

Per  order  of  .the  Committee. 

Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman. 


The  Committee  having  received  information  by  Paul  Mil- 
ler, that  the  Otter  Sloop  is  aground  on  the  Bodkin  Shoals, 
and  that  Captain  Nicholson  desired  a  reinforcement  of  men. 
Major  Gist  is  directed  to  despatch  empty  Vessels  to  lighten 
his  Ship,  to  be  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Nicholson. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Nicholson  was  just  received,  in- 
forming them  of  retaking  Mr.  Hudson's  Shij),  and  desiring 
Vessels  to  be  sent  to  lighten  her,  but  that  being  already 
done,  which  he  could  not  know  when  he  wrote,  the  Com- 
mittee thought  it  needless  to  send  more. 

Nine  o'clock,  P.  M. 

An  Express  just  arrived  from  North-Point  with  informa- 
tion that  the  Otter  and  her  Tenders  and  Prizes  had  left  the 
mouth  of  the  River,  and  stood  down  the  Bay ;  on  which 
William  Adams  was  instantly  despatched  with  an  Express 
to  the  Council  of  Safety,  giving  them  the  infonnation. 

George  Lux,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  met,  Sunday  morning,  six  o'clock. 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Vice-Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  William  Buchanan,  Gist  Vaughan,  Thomas  Har- 
rison, C.  Ridgely,  (of  William,)  J.  Cradock,  John  Moale,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Sellers,  J.  Gittings,  William  Aisquith,  Jeremiah  T.  Chase. 

An  Express  arrived  from  the  Council  of  Safety,  inform- 
ing the  Committee  that  the  Otter  and  her  Prizes  and  Ten- 
ders appeared  off  ^nnopo/w  about  half-past  three  o'clock, 
and,  at  half-past  four,  sent  a  Boat  with  a  Flag  to  the  Go- 
vemour,  demanding  fresh  Provisions. 

Captain  James  Bosley  was  ordered  by  the  Committee  to 
seize  all  the  Arms  in  Gunpowder,  Upper  Hundred. 

Kine  o'clock. 

Captain  James  Nicholson,  Commander  of  the  Ship  De- 
ferux, appeared  before  the  Committee,  and  reported  that  his 
Ship  had  returned  to  FelFs  Point,  having  retaken  several 
Prizes,  which  were  come  up  with  him. 

Mr.  Isaac  Hudson,  who  was  taken  on  board  the  Molly, 
Captain  Lawrerwe,  appeared  before  the  Committee,  and 
gave  in  his  deposition  of  being  taken  by  the  Tenders  of 
the  Otter,  on  Wednesday,  the  6th,  and  retaken  by  the 
Defence  on  the  9th. 

William  Wardin  appeared  before  the  Committee  to  give 
an  account,  on  oath,  of  his  capture  by  the  Otter ;  which 
deposition  is  filed. 

Captain  Samuel  Ovnngs  and  Captain  William  Galbraith 

returned  their  Enrollment.         r^  t         c 

LrEORGE  Uvyi,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  March  11,  1776: 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Vice-Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  Thomas  Harrison,  Z.  McCubbin,  C.  Ridgely,  (of 
William,)  John  Cradock,  John  Merryman,  Jeremiah  T.  Chase,  John 
E.  Howard,  James  Gittings,  Thomas  Sollers,  Gist  Vaughan,  William 
Aisquith,  Abraham  Britton,  J.  Sterrett,  Thomas  Gist,  John  Boyd, 
Darby  Lux. 

With  the  concurrence  o{  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  T^oma* 
Smythe,  and  Benjamin  Rumsey,  Esquires,  three  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  of  this  Province,  the  Committee  have  agreed  to 
pay  Mr.  Cummins  ten  Pence  for  each  Ration  to  be  supplied 
by  him  for  the  Militia  now  assembled,  or  that  may  occa- 
sionally be  assembled,  at  Baltimore  Town.  The  Rations 
for  each  man  a  week  are  to  each  to  consist  of  the  following 
articles,  viz :  Eight  pounds  of  Beef,  or,  in  lieu  thereof,  seven 
pounds  of  Pork,  ten  pounds  and  one-half  of  Bread  or  Flour, 
seven  gills  of  Rum,  seven  pints  of  Small  Beer,  one  gill  of 
Salt,  one  and  a  half  pounds  of  Candles  to  each  Company, 
in  lieu  of  the  Rations  allowed  by  the  late  Convention. 

Mr.  Cummins  agrees  to  supply  the  Rations  on  the  above 
terms. 

Captain  Benjamin  Nicholson  is  ordered  to  disann  those 
persons  in  the  upper  part  of  Back-River  Hundred  who, 
when  duly  applied  to,  shall  refuse  to  enroll  and  associate. 

Orders  were  given  to  Colonels  Aquila  Hall  and  Ben/a- 
min  Rumsey,  for  fifty  Pounds  each,  from  the  Chairman  to 
Mr.  Robert  Purviance,  for  the  use  of  their  respective  Bat- 
talions. 

A  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety  was  just  received, 
desiring  a  part  of  their  Committee  to  attend  their  President 
to-moiTow  morning,  at  eight  o'clock,  at  Mrs.  Ramsay's,  to 
confer  on  a  matter  of  much  importance. 
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Whereupon  Messrs.  Samuel  Purviance,  Benjamin  Nichol- 
son, and  John  Smith,  were  appointed. 

Messrs.  John  Mchurc  and  John  Eager  Howard  are  ap- 
pointed by  this  Committee  to  procure  Wagons  to  carry  eiglit 
chests  of  Anns,  just  now  arrived  from  Philadelphia,  to  Ati- 
napolis. 

Mr.  James  Calhoun  is  appointed  to  purchase  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  iron  Pots,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  wooden  Bowls,  twelve  Fryingpans,  and  Gridirons  and 
Skillets,  for  the  use  of  the  Militia. 

Attested:  George  Lux,  Secretary. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  Tuesday,  March  1 2, 1776 : 

Present:  William  Lux,  Chairman  pro  tempore,  Andrew  Buchanan, 
W'ilham  Buchanan,  Z.  McCubbin,  Jeremiah  T.  Chase,  Thomas 
Harrison,  John  G.  Howard,  James  Calhoun,  WilUam  Aisquith,  John 
Boyd. 

As  the  Committee  judge  it  expedient  to  make  every  pre- 
paration to  repel  any  hostile  attempts  of  the  enemy,  in  case 
of  their  return  here. 

Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  immediately  written  to  our 
Delegates  in  Congress,  to  request  orders  to  be  lodged  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Trooj)s  of  Cumberland  and  York  Counties, 
to  march  down,  on  requisition  of  this  Committee. 

And  the  following  Letter  was  accordingly  despatched 
by  Post : 

Gentlemen  :  As  we  may  possibly  want  the  assistance  of 
some  of  the  Continental  Troops  stationed  in  Cumberland  and 
York  Counties,  in  Pennsylvania,  we  request  you  to  obtain 
an  order  from  Congress  for  tliQse  troops  to  march  to  the 
assistance  of  the  troops  here,  upon  the  requisition  of  this 
Committee ;  Riflemen  will  do  us  more  service  than  any 
others.  We  have  a  great  number  of  men  here,  but  very 
few  are  armed.  Pray  do  not  neglect  this,  as  the  fate  of 
Baltimore  Town  may  depend  upon  it.  From  every  intel- 
ligence received,  the  enemy  will  soon  return  with  a  re- 
inforcement. 

We  are  preparing  to  sink  a  number  of  vessels  at  Whet- 
stone Point,  to  obstruct  the  channel. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 

William  hvx,' Deputy- Chairman. 

Jeremiah  T.  Chase, 

James  Calhoun, 

William  Buchanan, 

Andrew  Buchanan, 

Thomas  Harrison, 

William  Aisquith, 

John  Boyd. 
To  the  Delegates  of  Maryland  in  Congress. 

Captain  George  Handy  was  appointed  to  go  to  the  Sea- 
Coast  to  look  out  for  a  Vessel  expected  in  with  warlike 
Stores,  and  fourteen  Pounds  ten  Shillings  advanced  him. 

The  following  Letter  was  just  now  received  from  Captain 
Nicholson  : 

"March  II,  1776. 

"  Captain  Nicholson  thinks  it  absolutely  necessary  to  have 
tlie  craft  sunk  immediately  to  stop  the  channel  opposite  to 
Whetstone  Point.  The  best  method,  he  thinks,  of  doing  it, 
he  has  already  informed  the  Committee,  which  will  be  at- 
tended with  little  or  no  expense. 

"James  Nicholson." 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Vessels  at  fVhetstone  Point  be 
immediately  sunk,  and  that  Captain  James  Phillips  be  em- 
powered to  superintend  and  direct  the  sinking  of  them. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Isaac  Vanbibber  and  Captain 
Thonms  Elliott  and  Mr.  William  Spear,  be  appointed  to 
take  a  list  of  the  Vessels,  together  with  an  account  of  their 
sizes  and  ages,  and,  also,  the  names  of  the  owners  of  them. 

Permission  was  granted  to  the  following  persons  to  pass 
to  Annapolis  in  Vessels  loaded  with  Provisions  on  the  pub- 
lick  account,  viz :  George  Thornton,  Jonas  Jackson,  Beckly 
Barrett,  William  Booth,  Mason  Abbott,  and  David  Tyler. 

Orders  were  given  to  Major  Gist  to  search  the  Schooner 

,  Captain  Braddock,  and  the  Warehouse  of  Mr. 

John  Ashburncr,  for  Arms  and  Ammunition,  immediately. 

Upon  motion,  Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of 
the  publick  in  general,  and  this  Committee  in  particular, 
,are  due  to  Captain  Jame*  Nicholson,  of  the  Ship  Defence, 


his  Officers  and  men,  for  their  spirited,  active,  and  reso- 
lute defence  of  Baltimore  Town,  when  invaded  by  Pirati- 
cal Robbers.  r^  t  c      ., 

George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday,  March 
13, 1776: 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Vice-Chairman, 
Andrew   Buchanan,  William    Buchanan,   Z.   McCubbin,    Benjamin  ' 
Nicholson,  John  Merryman,  Thomas  Harrison,  Jeremiah  T,  Chase, 
William  Aisquith,  James  Calhoun,  Abraham  BriUon,  J.  Stcrrett,  John 
Moale,  John  Smith,  John  Boyd. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  be  drawn  to  Mr.  John  Moale, 
payable  to  Colonel  Aquila  Hall,  for  forty  Pounds,  to  be 
applied  in  paying  off  the  Militia  of  Harford  County. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Committee  be  returned 
to  Colonel  Dorsey,  of  Elkridge,  and  Colonels  Hall  and 
Rumsey,  of  Harford  County,  for  their  assistance  on  tlie 
late  alarm  occasioned  by  the  Otter  Sloop-of-War. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  William  Spear,  Hercules  Courte- 
nay,  and  George  Wells,  together  with  Captain  Isaac  Van- 
bibber and  David  Lawreju:e,  be  appointed  to  value  the 
Vessels  ready  to  be  sunk  at  Whetstone  Point,  and  such 
Cables  as  may  be  used  for  that  purpose,  and  return  an  ac- 
count of  the  valuation  of  each  to  this  Committee,  in  order 
that  the  same  may  be  transmitted  to  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  this  Province;  and  it  is  requested  that  those  gentlemen 
will  execute  said  business  this  afternoon,  it  being  intended 
that  the  Vessels  shall  be  sunk  immediately. 

Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  it  will 
greatly  conduce  to  the  preservation  of  Baltimore  Town,  and 
to  tlie  security  of  the  Ship  Defence,  to  continue  the  said 
Ship  in  the  Harbour  at  Fell's  Point. 

Ordered,  That  the  Chairman  acquaint  the  Council  of 

Safety  with  the  above  Resolve ;    and,  also,  that  Captain 

James  Nicholson  and   Lieutenant  Bouchier  concur  with 

them  in  opinion.  „  -,  c      , 

'■  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  March  14,  1776 : 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Deputy-Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  Thomas  Harrison,  John  Merryman,  James  Cal- 
houn, William  Aisquith,  J.  Sterrett,  John  Moale,  John  Smith,  John 
Boyd,  Secretary  pro  tern. 

The  following  Instructions  were  given  to  Nathaniel  Smith 
and  John  Fulford,  Esquires,  Captains  of  tlie  two  Companies 
of  Artillery  in  this  Province : 

Baltimore,  March  14,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  You  are  advised  to  collect  together,  at  FeWs 
Point,  all  the  cannon  that  are  either  in  town,  or  about  tlie 
Point,  that  they  may  be  all  mounted  and  prepared  for  use, 
and  to  have  guards  constantly  placed  over  them  to  prevent 
their  being  spiked  or  injured.  Let  a  regular  account  be 
taken  of  what  carriages  are  already  made,  and  now  making, 
for  the  guns  ;  make  out  a  state  of  what  other  materials  for 
the  cannon  (viz :  rammers,  sponges,  ladles,  match-rope,  car- 
tridges, &.C.)  are  made  or  making,  and  a  general  list  of  all 
such  as  may  be  wanted,  in  order  that  they  may  be  pre- 
paring ;  engage  a  store  or  stores  in  tlie  most  convenient 
place  at  Fell's  Point,  for  collecting  together  the  stores, 
Sic,  belonging  to  the  Artillery,  where  it  may  also  be  pro- 
per to  station  a  guard  when  the  materials  are  stored. 
(Signed  by  the  Committee-men  present.) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  March  15,  1776: 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  Thomas  Harrison,  John 
Merryman,  John  Boyd,  John  Moale,  John  E.  Howard,  William  Ais- 
quith, James  Calhoun,  J.  Sterrett. 

Mr.  Robert  Broum  appeared  before  the  Committee,  and, 
being  examined,  said:  That  he  and  Mr.  Robert  Chappie 
were  taken  by  the  Otter,  as  he  was  crossing  the  Bay,  and 
that  Captain  Squires  said  he  would  burn  down  Baltimore 
Town,  and  mentioned  many  other  circumstances  which  are 
thought  too  immaterial  to  be  recorded. 

The  following  is  an  exact  copy  of  a  Paper  delivered  in 
to  the  Committee  by  Captain  Isaac  Vanbibber: 

"The  Committee  for  Baltimore  County  appointing  us, 
the  subscribers,  to  appraise  and  value  the  hulls  of  sundry 
vessels  now  lying  at  Whetstone  Point,  and  intended  to  be 
sunk  there  in  the  narrows,  do  say  that  the  sundry  vessels,  as 
follows,  are  worth  the  several  sums  annexed  thereto,  viz : 
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No.  1 .  One  old  schooner,  the  property  of  John  Boone, 
worth £25 

No.  2.  One   old   schooner,  the   property  of  Robert 

Burns  (f  Parker,  worth  --.--.--       20 
No.  3.  One  old  schooner,  under  care  of  Joseph  Mc- 

Gujjin,  worth 200 

No.  4.  One  old  sloop,  belonging  to  Captain  Seth  Pad- 
dock,       100 

No.  5.  One  old  schooner,  belonging  to  Oliver  White,  60 
No.  6.  One  old    schooner,  belonging    to   Nathaniel 

Smith,    - 40 

No.  7.  One  old  schooner,  belonging  to  Robert  Chris- 

t        tie,    - 75 

No.  8.  One  old  schooner,  belonging  to  James  Clarke,     50 
No.  9.  One  old  schooner,  belonging  to  Martin  Trout,     70 
No.  10.  One  old  schooner,  belonging  to  Sylvatius  Cof- 
fin, master,       ...........     225 

No.  1 1 .  One  old  schooner,  belonging  to  Job  Greene  or 

Captain  Adams,    ----------       90 

No.  12.  One   old  schooner,   belonging   to   Melchior 

Keener,  -------------       20 

No.  13.  One  old  schooner,  belonging  to  Hutchins  ^ 

Carmichael,      -----------     300 

No.  14.  One  sloop,  belonging  to  John  Comthwaite,  60 
No.  15.  One  sloop,  belonging  to  John  Martin  Baker,  40 
No.  16.  One  schooner,  belonging  to  John  Boone,  -  15 
No.  17.  One  schooner,  belonging  to  Severn  Major  ^ 

Thomas  Jacobs,  of  Virginia,      ------       35 

No.  18.  One  schooner,  belonging  to  Henry  Hermin- 

son,  of  Virginia,    ----------       75 

No.  19.  One  schooner,  belonging  to  Robert  Christie,  85 
No.  20.  One  schooner,  belonging  to  William  Lux  and 

Robert  Sanders,     -----------     40 

No.  21 .  One  brig,  belonging  to  John  Pringle  or  George 

Woolsey,     - 450 


£2,075 

"  Witness  our  hands,  this  14th  March,  1776: 

"  Hercules  Courtenay, 

"  Isaac  Vanbibber, 

"William  Spear." 

A  true  copy,  attested  by       ^  t  n       . 

'^•'  ■'       (jEORGE  Lux,  Secretary. 

The  Comnnittee  met,  Saturday,  March  16,  1776: 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Vice-Chair- 
man,  Thomas  Harrison,  William  Buchanan,  John  Merry  man,  J.  Ster- 
relt,  John  Smith,  John  Boy<L 

Captain  David  Lavrrence,  of  the  Sloop  Snowbird,  from 
Rhode-Island,  reported  his  Vessel,  with  twenty  barrels  of 
Cider,  and  produced  a  Certificate  from  Governour  Cooke 
to  permit  him  to  load  said  Vessel ;  which  this  Committee 
readily  granted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  March  18,  1776 : 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lui,  Vicc-Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  William  Buchanan,  C.Ridgely,  (of  William,)  John 
Merryman,  Benjamin  Nicholson,  William  Wilkinson,  Thomas  Har- 
rison, John  E.  Howard,  William  Aisquith,  George  Risteau,  James 
Calhoun,  John  Cradock,  Thomas  Sollers,  J.  Sterrett,  John  Cockey, 
John  Smith,  Darby  Lux,  John  Boyd,  Thomas  Gist. 

A  Reply  to  the  Address  from  this  Committee  to  Captain 
Jam£s  Nicholson,  was  delivered  in,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  Papers,  together  with  the  Address. 

Upon  motion.  Resolved,  That  Mr.  David  Stewart  be  per- 
mitted to  transport  twenty-five  chests  of  Tea  to  the  head  of 
Elk,  he  returning  a  certificate  of  the  delivery  of  the  same  to 
the  Committee  of  Cecil  County. 

James  Mullen  appeared  before  the  Committee  on  an  ac- 
count, by  James  Donovan,  a  servant  to  Thomas  Chenoweth, 
on  oath,  of  his  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  said  Donovan 
to  run  away  from  his  master,  and  go  on  board  a  Man-of- 
War ;  but  the  evidences  not  being  able  to  attend. 

It  is  Resolved,  That  the  said  Jam£s  Mullin  give  security 
for  his  appearance  before  this  Committee,  on  Monday  next, 
in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds,  and  one  security  in  one 
hundred  Pounds. 

The  aforesaid  James  Mullin  accordingly  gave  bond  as  re- 
quired, with  William  Colliyis  as  security. 

Captain  Benjamin  Nicholson  returned  an  account  of  sun- 
dry Arms  seized  from  persons  who  have  refused  to  enroll  in 


Back  River,  Upper  Hundred,  as  in  the  rough  minutes  ap- 
pears, and  Messrs.  John  Gill,  Junior,  and  John  Cockaj 
Owings,  were  appointed. 

Mr.  David  Stewart  is  permitted  to  transport  twenty-five 
chests  of  Tea  to  the  head  of  Elk,  on  condition  of  his  re- 
turning a  certificate  of  the  delivery  of  the  same  to  the 
Committee  of  Cecil  County. 

Permissions  were  granted  to  John  Abbott  and  John 
Martin  Baker,  to  depart  with  their  two  Vessels,  (Nos.  15 
and  16,)  taken  up  for  the  publick  use  at  Whetstone  Point, 
they  having  produced  certificates  that  said  Vessels  were  not 
wanted. 

Captain  James  Phillips  is  directed  by  the  Committee  to 
superintend  and  oversee  the  completing  of  whatever  is  want- 
ing about  the  Cannon  now  mounting  at  FeWs  Point,  and  to 
employ  whatever  Carpentei-s,  Blacksmiths,  or  other  trades- 
people, are  wanting  to  complete  the  said  business,  and  col- 
lect the  account  of  all  such  work,  and  deliver  them  in  to  the 
Committee,  for  which  service  Captain  Phillips  shall  be  paid 
by  the  Committee. 

Captain  Job  Garritson  and  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Bucks 
are  hereby  directed  to  seize  all  the  Fire-arms  belonging  to 
the  Non-Enrollers  of  Back  River,  and  to  keep  and  return 
an  exact  account  to  the  Committee  of  said  Arms. 

George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  on  Friday,  March  22, 
1776 : 

Present:  William  Lux,  Chairman  pro  tempore,  William  Buchanan, 
Thomas  Harrison,  William  Aisquith,  John  Moale,  John  Smith,  John 
Boyd. 

Captain  James  Bosky  returned  two  Fire-locks  seized  by 
him,  viz :  One  Fusee,  belonging  to  George  Fitzhugh,  and 
one  belonging  to  Walter  Dulany,  both  of  which  were  valued 
at  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  each,  by  Messieurs  George 
Woolsey  and  David  Stewart,  upon  oath. 

Mr.  Hugh  Young  applied  to  the  Committee  for  the 
Schooner  Ninety-Two,  which  he  had  engaged  to  load  ou 
account  of  the  Province  ;  but  as  they  are  of  opinion  that  it 
is  necessary  to  keep  her,  to  have  her  sunk  in  case  of  need, 
they  think  it  inexpedient  to  deliver  her  up. 

The  Council  of  Safety  having  directed  this  Committee 
to  prove  the  Cannon  belonging  to  Captain  William  Stone, 
they  appoint  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith,  Captain  John  Futr- 
ford,  and  Lieutenant  Bouchier,  to  perform  that  service,  and 
return  an  account  of  their  number  and  sizes  to  this  Com- 
mittee. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  on  Monday,  March  25, 
1776: 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Vice-Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  William  Buchanan,  Z.  McCubbin,  John  Merry- 
man,  William  Wilkinson,  Thomas  Harrison,  John  E.  Howard,  Wil- 
liam Aisquith,  James  Gittings,  James  Calhoun,  Gist  Vaugban,  Abra- 
ham Britton,  Thomas  Sollers,  J.  Sterrett,  John  Cockey,  Thomas^ 
Rutter,  John  Smith,  John  Boyd,  Darby  Lux. 

Silas  Howell,  late  Mate,  and  John  Wilson  and  William 
Sellers,  Mariners,  of  the  Sloop  John,  William  Dean,  Mas- 
ter, from  Cape-Anne  to  Viiginia,  taken  off  York  River, 
as  appeared  by  Protest,  and  Certificate  of  the  Council  of 
Safety,  applied  for  Passes  to  the  Massachusetts  Govern- 
ment, which  were  granted. 

James  Mullin  appeared  before  the  Committee,  according  to 
his  recognisance,  on  the  accusation  against  him,  by  Thomas 
Chenoweth,  for  persuading  a  servant  to  elope  and  go  on 
board  a  Man-of- War,  and  several  evidences  were  produced ; 
but  no  sufficient  proof  being  offered,  to  prove  the  fact,  the 
said  Mullin  was  accordingly  dismissed. 

On  application,  by  Captain  William  Cromwell,  to  supply 
him  with  Ammunition  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  the 
Committee  took  the  same  into  their  consideration,  and  are 
of  opinion  that  the  distribution  of  the  Ammunition  being 
in  the  Council  of  Safety,  they  have  no  power  to  grant  his 
petition,  but  that  they  will  apply  to  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  their  orders  therein. 

Whereas  complaint  has  been  made  by  several  persons  re 
siding  in  Back  River,  Lower  Hundred,  that,  having  enrolled 
themselves  in  the  Militia  thereof,  a  choice  of  Officers  en- 
sued, whereof  Job  Garrison  was  elected  Captain,  by  ballot, 
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and  they  apprehended  the  mode  adopted  was  different  from 
t!)e  intention  of  the  Convention,  and  had  caused  great  un- 
easiness : 

The  Committee  taking  the  same  into  consideration, 
Do  Resolve,  That  the  inhahitants  of  said  Hundred  are 
sufficient  in  number  to  compose  two  companies  of  at  least 
ibrty  men,  and  that  the  said  inhabitants  do  accordingly  en- 
roll themselves,  and,  when  they  have  so  done,  that  they 
proceed  to  the  choice  of  Officers,  by  ballot,  for  two  com- 
panies, and  return  the  same  to  this  Committee,  and  that  the 
said  election  be  held  the  6th  of  April. 

Captain  John  Cockey  is  appointed  to  seize  the  Arms  of 
the  INon-Associators  and  Non-Enrollers  in  Back  River, 
Upper  Hundred ;    and  Captain   Thomas  Rutter  those  in 

Middlesex  Hundred.  ^  t  c      ^  _ 

George  Lux,  iaecretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  Tuesday,  March  26, 
1776: 

Present:  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Deputy-Chair- 
man, Andrew  Buchanan,  John  Merryman,  James  Calhoun,  William 
Aisquith,  John  Smith,  John  Boyd,  Thomas  Harrison. 

Messieurs  Hercuhs  Courtenay,  Daniel  Lawrejice,  Isaac 
Vanbibber,  William  Spear,  and  George  Wells,  or  any  three 
or  more  of  them,  are  appointed  by  this  Committee  to  value, 
upon  oath,  the  Schooner  Resolution,  whereof  William  Wand 
is  Master,  and  return  the  same  to  this  Committee. 

Mr.  James  Calhoun  is  directed  to  pay  ten  Shillings  for 
two  Chairs,  for  the  use  of  the  Committee,  out  of  the  money 
in  his  hands. 

Attested:  Qeohge  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Monday,  April  2, 
1776: 

Present :  William  Lux,  Chairman  pro  tempore,  William  Buchanan, 
Thomas  Harrison,  C.  Ridgely,  (ol  William,)  John  Cradock,  George 
Risteau,  James  Calhoun,  Thomas  SoUers,  Thomas  Rutter,  J.  Slerrelt, 
John  Smith,  John  Boyd,  Secretary  pro  tempore. 

Application  being  made  by  Mr.  Hugh  Young  for  liberty 
to  load  his  Schooner  Peggy  with  the  produce  of  the  Pro- 
vince, the  same  was  granted,  in  consequence  of  an  order  of 
the  honourable  Council  of  Safety. 

The  Committee  having  received  directions  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  to  suspend  ail  further  proceedings  relative  to  the 
Schooner  Resolution,  orders  are  given  to  Messieurs  Robert 
Purviance,  David  Stewart,  and  George  Woolsey,  to  desist 
from  the  same  until  further  orders. 

Captain  William  Buchanan  returned  his  Enrollment,  con- 
taining seventy-six,  officers  included,  which  was  examined 
and  approved  of. 

Captain  Charles  Caman  also  returned  his  Enrollment, 
which  was  examined  and  approved  of. 

Mr.  Calhoun  is  ordered  to  pay  Abraham  England  fifty 
Sliillings,  being  in  full  to  this  day  for  his  services  as  Door- 
keeper and  Messenger  to  this  Committee. 

George  Ltrs,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  met,  April  3,  1776 : 

Present :  William  Lux,  Chairman  pro  tempore,  James  Calhoun,  John 
Smith,  Thomas  Harrison,  John  Boyd,  Darby  Lux,  John  Cockey. 

Captain  Job  Garritson  returned  the  following,  seized  by 

him  from  Non-Associators  and  Non-Enrollers  in 

Hundred : 

One  Fusee,  the  property  of  Edward  Wigley,  valued  at 
one  Pound  ten  Shillings ;  one  Fusee,  the  property  of  Isaac 
Wigley,  valued  at  one  Pound  ten  Shillings  ;  one  Fusee,  the 
property  of  Thomas  Harryman,  valued  at  ten  Shillings ; 
one  Fusee,  the  property  of  Thomas  Graves,  valued  at  one 
Pound  fifteen  Shillings ;  one  Fusee,  the  property  of  John 
Graves,  valued  at  one  Pound  fifteen  Shillings ;  which  were 
severally  valued,  on  oath,  by  David  Stetvart  and  George 
Woolsey,  at  the  prices  affixed  to  each. 

Captain  Frederick  Deams  returned  an  Enrollment  of  a 
Company  in  Middlesex,  containing  eighty-three  pei-sons, 
officers  included. 

Mr.  Robert  HoUiday  produced  an  Account  for  Wagon 
'Hire  for  bringing  Powder  from  Otter  Point,  which  was 
aUowed,  and  an  order  given  on  the  Treasurer. 

Mr.  John  Cockey  also  produced  an  Account  of  three 


Pounds  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  the  same  service, 
which  was  allowed,  and  an  order  given  on  the  Treasurer. 

Captain  George  B'elh'a  Enrollment,  containing 

persons,  officers  included,  was  delivered  in,  exammed,  and 
approved  of. 

The  following  Certificate  was  returned  to  the  honourable 
Council  of  Safety : 

These  are  to  certify,  that  the  following  Returns  of  Com- 
panies of  Militia  in  Baltimore  County,  have  been  made  to 
this  Committee,  viz : 

1.  William  Buchanan,  Captain  ;  John  Smith,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Robert  Alexander,  Second  Lieutenant ;  George 
Woolsey,  Ensign.     Containing  seventy-six  men. 

2.  John  Sterrett,  Captain  ;  Bernard  Eichelberger,  First 
Lieutenant;  Hugh  Young,  Second  Lieutenant;  Daniel 
Boioly,  Ensign.     Containing  eighty-two. 

3.  Henry  Shaafe,  Captain  ;  Brittenham  Dickenson,  First 
Lieutenant ;  Robert  Moore,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Caleb 
Shields,  Ensign.     Containing  sixty-five. 

4.  William  Galbraith,  Captain  ;  James  Toole,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  John  Deaver,  Second  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  Gotroux, 
Ensign.     Containing  fifty-eight. 

5.  William  Richardson,  Captain ;  John  McCabe,  First 
Lieutenant ;  George  Servile  Douglas,  Second  Lieutenant ; 
Fergus  Mclllroy,  Ensign.     Containing  seventy-one. 

6.  George  Welh,  Captain ;  James  Morgan,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  John  Hay  man,  Second  Lieutenant ;  James  Foster, 
Ensign.     Containing  sixty-six. 

The  above  Companies,  with  Captain  Zachariah  McCub- 
bin's  and  Captain  James  Cox's,  who  have  received  com- 
missions, we  recommend  to  be  formed  into  a  Battalion. 
We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants, 

William  Lux,  Deputy- Chairman. 

William  Buchanan, 

John  Boyd, 

John  Smith, 

Thomas  Harrison, 

John  Eager  Howard, 

John  Sterrett, 

Thomas  Sollers, 

William  Aisquith, 

James  Calhoun. 

Attested :  r"  t         c      ., 

George  Lux,  Secretary, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  April  8,  1776 :  Present : 
Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  and  eight  Members. 

Mr.  Alexander  Lawson  having  applied  to  the  Committee, 
and  informed  them  that  he  could  make  room  at  his  house 
near  Baltimore  Town,  for  opening  such  part  of  the  publick 
Records  as  may  be  necessary  for  doing  the  ordinary  business 
of  the  oftice,  and  desiring  to  know  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
mittee, whether  he  should  open  them  in  his  house : 

The  Committee  determined  that  he  might  open  and  con- 
tinue them  there  until  further  orders ;  and  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  Mr.  Lawson  should  keep  the  boxes  and  chests  in 
constant  readiness  for  repacking  and  moving  tliem  speedily 
on  any  emergency. 

Mr.  Lawson  having  informed  the  Committee  that  he  in- 
tended shortly  to  remove  from  this  County  to  another  part 
of  the  Province,  and  requesting  a  Certificate  of  his  having 
delivered  up  his  Arms  agreeable  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Convention  respecting  Non-Associators ;  and  further  desiring 
that  the  Committee  should,  before  his  removal,  tax  him  as 
a  Non-Associator,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  rules  of 
the  Convention : 

The  Committee  agreed  that  he  should  be  assessed  ten 
Pounds  for  the  present  year,  commencing  from  the  15th  of 
September  last,  and  that,  upon  his  paying  it,  the  Chairman 
shall  give  him  the  Certificate  required. 

Mr.  Lawson  accordingly  paid  the  sum  of  ten  Pounds  into 
the  hands  of  the  Chairman,  who  then  gave  him  the  Certifi- 
cate required. 

Attested:  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  April  14,  1776,  nine 
o'clock,  P.  M. : 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Deputy-Chair- 
man, Benjamin  Nicholson,  William  Buchanan,  John  Smith,  John 
Boyd,  James  Calhoun,  J.  Sterrett,  Thomas  Harrison. 
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An  Express  is  just  arrived  from  Virginia  with  a  packet 
directed  to  this  Committee,  enclosing  a  Letter  to  tlie  honour- 
able Council  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  with  a  Letter  to 
the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  President  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  at  Philadelphia,  and  a  Letter  Irom  the  honour- 
able Council  of  Safety  of  Virginia  to  this  Conmiittee,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"  Williamsburgh,  April  6,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  We  could  not  suffer  a  moment  to  pass 
before  we  transmitted  the  enclosed  copies  of  intercepted 
letters,  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Gover- 
nour  of  your  Province,  which  open  the  schemes  of  Adminis- 
tration to  us  in  a  more  explicit  manner  than  any  other  intel- 
ligence we  have  been  able  to  procure.  We  wish  you  to 
transmit  copies  of  these  letters  to  Congress,  without  delay. 

"  I  am,  for  and  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Virginia,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"John  Page,  Vice-President. 

"  N.  B.  A  certain  Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  who  was  refused 
a  permission  from  this  Committee,  has  been  on  board  of 
Lord  Dunmore's  ship,  and  was  the  person  entrusted  with 
the  care  of  the  enclosed  letters ;  he  has  escaped  from  us, 
but,  as  we  think  him  a  person  inimical  to  the  American 
cause,  he  ought  to  be  apprehended. 

«J.  P.,  V.  P." 

"  Whitehall,  December  23,  1775. 

"  Sir  :  It  was  not  till  the  27th  of  November  that  your  de- 
spatch to  Lord  Dartmouth,  of  the  27th  o{  August,  was  re- 
ceived here,  when  I  had  the  honour  of  laying  it  before  the 
King ;  and  I  have  it  in  command  from  his  Majesty,  to  ex- 
press to'  you  his  Majesty's  approbation  for  your  zeal  for 
the  publick  service,  and  of  the  unalterable  attachment  you 
have  shown  to  his  person  and  Government  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  unhappy  disputes,  which  have 
involved  his  Majesty's  faithful  servants  in  the  Colonies  in 
difficulties  and  distress  that  are  only  equalled  by  the  forti- 
tude with  which  they  are  borne. 

"  Your  letter  contains  a  great  deal  of  useful  information, 
and  your  confidential  communication  of  the  character  of 
individuals,  more  especially  of  such  as  are  come  over  into 
England,  is  of  great  advantage,  and  you  may  rest  assured 
that  every  possible  precaution  will  be  used  that  no  part  of 
your  letter  shall  transpire. 

"  An  armament,  consisting  of  seven  regiments,  and  a  fleet 
of  frigates  and  small  ships,  is  now  in  readiness  to  proceed 
to  the  Southern  Colonies,  in  order  to  attempt  the  restoration 
of  legal  government  in  that  part  of  America.  It  will  pro- 
ceed, in  the  first  place,  to  North-  Carolina,  and  from  thence 
either  to  South- Carolina  or  Virginia,  as  circumstances  of 
greater  or  less  advantage  shall  point  out ;  if  to  the  latter,  it 
may  have  very  important  consequences  to  the  Colony  under 
your  government,  and  therefore  you  will  do  well  to  consider 
of  eveiy  means  by  which  you  may,  in  conjunction  with  Lord 
Dunmore,  give  facility  and  assistance  to  its  operations. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

"George  Germaine. 
"  To  Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  Deputy-Governour  of  Maryland." 

"Copy:  "J.  Pendleton, 

"C.  a  of  Safety  of  Virginia."    ■ 

"  Sir  :  The  King  being  determined,  in  concurrence  with 
his  Parliament,  to  pursue  the  most  vigorous  measures  for  re- 
ducing his  rebellious  subjects  in  North- America  to  obedience, 
and  for  restoring  legal  Government,  has  given  the  royal  as- 
■  sent  to  the  enclosed  act,  which  I  am  commanded  by  his 
Majesty  to  transmit  to  you,  and  at  the  same  time  signify  to 
you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you  do  exhort  all  persons 
upon  whom  the  execution  of  the  law  shall  depend,  to  pay 
a  due  attention  thereto,  and  to  use  their  best  endeavours  for 
carrying  the  provisions  of  it  into  eftcict ;  and  I  trust  that, 
when  hb  Majesty's  deluded  subjects  in  the  associated  Co- 
lonies are  better  apprized  of  the  fatal  consequences  of  the 
conduct  they  have  adopted,  and  see  the  determined  spirit 
of  the  nation  to  maintain  its  constitutional  rights,  they  will 
avail  themselves  of  the  means  which  the  justice  and  benevo- 
lence of  the  Supreme  f  jcgislature  have  held  out  to  them,  of 
being  restored  to  the  King's  grace  and  peace,  and  that  a 
happy  and  lasting  reconciliation  and  union  will  be  effected. 
And  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you  that,  in  order 
to  accelerate  this  desirable  object,  the  proper  steps  have 


been  taken  for  passing  a  commission  under  the  great  seal, 
in  conformity  to  the  last  section  but  one  of  that  act ;  and 
that  the  Commissioner  or  Commissioners  to  be  ajipointcd  for 
that  purpose,  will  have  full  power  to  inquire  into  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  Colonies,  and  to  confer  with  proper 
persons  upon  such  points  as  may  be  necessary  for  effecting 
a  restoration  of  the  publick  tranquillity. 

"  I  am,  sir,  your  mopt  obedient,  humble  servant, 

"George  Germaine. 
"  To  Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  Deputy-Governour  of  Maryland." 

"Copy:  "J.  Pendleton, 

«C.  C.  of  Safety  of  Virginia." 

The  Committee  maturely  considered  the  fore-mentioned 
Letters,  and,  esteeming  the  information  contained  in  them  as 
highly  interesting  to  American  freedom. 

Unanimously  Resolved,  That  they  be  sent  off  by  Ex- 
press to  Congress,  and  that  Major  Gist  be  requested  to 
permit  an  officer  to  carry  them. 

Major  Gist  being  accordingly  applied  to,  ordered  Lieute- 
nant David  Plunket  on  that  service,  and  directed  him  to 
attend  the  Committee  for  their  orders,  who  delivered  to  him 
the  preceding  Letters,  and  one  to  the  Honourable  John 
Hancock,  Esq.,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz : 

In  Committee,  Baltimore,  April  14,  1776,  10  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Honourable  Sir  :  The  enclosed  copies  of  letters  were 
just  now  received  by  our  Committee,  by  express,  from  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  with  desire  that  they  might 
be  forwarded  to  you  instantly ;  indeed,  they  contain  matters, 
we  think,  of  too  much  iiDportance  to  have  been  delayed  a 
moment.  In  consequence  whereof,  we  have  prevailed  on 
our  commanding  officer  here  to  appoint  Mr.  David  Plunket, 
on  whose  prudence  and  industry  we  can  depend,  to  wait,  on 
you  with  this ;  and  if  your  honourable  body  should  think 
it  necessary  to  take  any  steps,  or  give  any  instructions  to 
the  Council  of  Safety,  on  the  occasion,  he  will  wait  your 
commands. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  greatest  respect,  honour- 
able sir,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

(Signed  by  all  the  Members  present.) 

To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Congress,  Philadelphia. 

The  Committee  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  and  thereon 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  John  Smith,  Benjamin  Nichol- 
son, and  John  Sterrett,  three  of  their  Members,  do  wait  on 
the  Council  of  Safety  at  Annapolis,  early  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, with  the  packet  directed  to  tliem,  as  they  think  it  of 
too  much  importance  to  be  trusted  by  a  common  express ; 
and  that  they  carry  with  them  the  Letters  above  referred  to, 
in  order  to  lay  them  before  the  Council  of  Safety,  lest  their 
packet  might  not  contain  the  same  intelligence ;  and  that 
they  take  with  them  Mr.  Jeremiah  Townley  Chase,  one  of 
the  Committee,  who  is  now  at  Annapolis. 

Attested:  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  April  15,  1776: 

Present:  William  Lux,  Chairman  pro  tempore,  Andrew  Buchanan, 
Z.  McCubbin,  C.  Ridgely,  (of  William,)  William  Wilkinson,  Thomas 
Harrison,  Walter  Tolley,  Jun.,  William  Aisquith,  James  Calhoun, 
James  Gittings,  Gist  Vaughan,  Thomas  Rqlter,  Thomas  Sollers, 
Thomas  Gist,  John  Boyd,  Darby  Lux,  Secretary,  P.  D. 

The  following  Captains  returned  their  Enrollments :  John 
Tully  Young,  consisting  of  fifty-two  persons ;  Captain  Rich- 
ard Owings,  of  fifty-eight  persons  ;  Captain  James  Gittings, 
consisting  of  eighty-three  persons ;  and  Captain  John  Mercer, 
consisting  of  fifty-five  persons. 

The  following  Captains  were  directed  to  disarm  all  Non- 
Associators  and  Non-EnroUers  in  their  respective  Hundreds : 
Captain  John  Tulley  Young,  in  Midille  River,  Lower; 
Captain  Charles  Caman,  in  Soldiers^  Delight;  Captain 
Zachariah  McCubbin,  in  Patapsco,  Upper. 

Mr.  Henry  Wareham  was  added  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  carry  about  the  Association  in  ...  .  Hundred. 

The  thanks  of  this  Committee  were  ordered  to  be  given 
to  Captain  Job  Garritson,  for  his  active  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
liberty  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  disputes. 

William  McMasters  returned  a  Gun  marked  "  P  K  ;"  also, 
some  Powder  and  Ball. 

George  Lux,  Secretary. 
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At  an  especial  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday 
evening,  April  17,  1776: 

Present:  Samuel  Purviancc,  Jun.,  Chairman,  William  Buchanan,  Ben- 
jamin Nicholson,  'I'homas  Harrison,  Jeremiah  T.  Chase,  James  Cal- 
houn, J.  Sterrelt,  John  Boyd,  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  go  to 
Annapolis,  returned,  and  reported  that  they  had  delivered 
tlie  packet  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  and  also,  as  was  direct- 
ed, laid  hefore  them  the  Letters  from  Virginia,  and  that  the 
Council  of  Safety  had  given  them  the  following  copy  of 
tJieir  Proceedings : 

"In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,  April  17,  1776. 

"  The  Govemour  has  given  the  Council  satisfaction  from 
under  his  hand,  that  he  will  not  leave  the  Province  till  the 
meeting  of  the  Convention  ;  and  that  he  will  use  his  endea- 
vours to  promote  the  peace  thereof,  while  he  stays. 

"A  copy:  "G.  Duvall,  CUtIc." 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Thursday 
morning,  April  18,  1776 : 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  Andrew  Buchanan,  Wil- 
liam Buchanan,  Benjamin  Nicholson,  Thomas  Harrison,  Jeremiah 
T,  Chase,  John  Smith,  John  Boyd,  James  Calhoun,  J.  Sterrett, 
Oeorge  Lux,  Secretary. 

Lieutenant  Plunket  returned  from  Philadelphia,  and 
brought  a  Letter  from  the  President  of  the  Continental 
Congress  to  this  Committee,  of  which  the  following  is  a 

copy: 

"Philadelphia,  April  16,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  received,  and  immediately  communi- 
cated to  Congress,  your  letter  of  the  14th,  with  the  impor- 
tant papers  enclosed.  In  consequence  of  which,  the  Con- 
gress has  resolved  that  the  person  and  papers  of  Govemour 
Eden  be  immediately  seized  by  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
to  whom  I  write  by  this  opportunity.  The  person  men- 
tioned in  the  enclosed  resolution  (Mr.  Alexander  Ross)  is 
represented  as  a  dangerous  partisan  of  Administration,  who 
has  lately  been  with  Lord  Dunmore,  and,  it  is  suggested,  is 
on  his  way  to  the  Indian  country  to  execute  the  execrable 
designs  of  our  enemies.  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  use 
your  utmost  endeavours  in  seizing  and  securing  him. 

"  I  am,  with  respect,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  ser- 

'  "  John  Hancock,  President. 

"  P.  S.  You  will  please  not  to  make  publick  mention  of 
tlie  resolution  respecting  Govemour  Eden  until  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  have  executed  it. 
"To  the  Honourable  Committee  of  Baltimore." 

"In  Congress,  Philadelphia,  April  15,  1776. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland  be 
requested  to  cause  the  person  and  papei-s  o{  Alexander  Ross 
to  be  immediately  seized  and  secured,  and  that  the  papers 
be  sent  safely  to  Congress. 

"  And,  to  prevent  the  said  Alexander  Ross  from  having 
any  opportunity  to  escape,  Resolved,  That  the  like  request 
be  made  to  the  Committees  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  and 
Frederick  CovmUes,  in  Maryland,  in  one  of  which  Counties 
said  Ross  now  probably  is. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes  : 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

"In  Congress:  Ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Baltimore.  "  John  Hancock,  President. 

"Please  to  convey  a  copy  to  the  Committee  of  Fre- 
derick." 

Agreeable  to  the  intimation  contained  in  the  Resolution 
of  Congress  respecting  Mr.  Alexander  Ross  and  his  papers, 
Messrs.  Thomas  Harrison,  Benjamin  Nicholson,  and  John 
Smith,  were  ordered  to  inquire  for  and  secure  said  Ross's 
papers ;  which  they  accordingly  did,  and  report  that  Mr. 
.Grant  informed  them  the  said  papers  were  deposited  in  a 
closet,  in  his  house,  which  he  showed  to  them,  and  which 
these  gentlemen  then  sealed  up,  without  seeing  or  examining 
said  papers. 

A  copy  of  said  Resolution  was  also  sent  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Frederick  County,  by  Post. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Committee,  April  20,  1776: 

Present:  William  Lux,  Chairman  pro  tempore,  William  Buchanan, 
Thomas  Harrison,  James  Calhoun,  Benjamin  Griffith,  John  Smith, 
John  Boyd,  John  Merryman,  Jun. 


The  Committee  being  informed  that  certain  Instructions 
were  given  by  Mr.  Samuel  Purviance,  as  Chiarman,  to  Cap- 
tain Samuel  Smith,  whicii  did  not  appear  on  their  Minutes, 
they  sent  for  Captain  Smith,  and  requested  him  to  attend 
the  Committee,  with  the  Instructions  he  had  received. 

He  accordingly  attended,  and  produced  them,  and  they 
are  as  follows : 

"  To  Captain  Samuel  Smith  :  "^P"'  i*'  "76. 

"  Sir  :  You  are  requested  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  pixx;eed  in  Captain  Nicholson's  tender,  with  any 
officer  he  may  send  to  assist  you,  and  such  a  number  of 
armed  men  as  may  be  necessary,  and  therewith  proceed,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  for  Annapolis.  Should  you,  before  you 
get  there,  meet  tlie  Govemour's  boat  or  barge,  you  must 
by  all  means  endeavour  to  board  her,  and,  in  case  Gover- 
nour  Eden,  his  Secretary,  Mr.  Smith,  or  Mr.  Alexander 
Ross,  are  found  on  board,  you  are  l>y  all  means  to  seize 
their  persons  and  papers,  and  instantly  return  with  them, 
under  the  strictest  guard,  to  Baltimore.  For  doing  which 
you  may  depend  upon  being  justified  and  protected  by  the 
Committee,  and  held  blameless.  In  case  you  should  not 
meet  such  boat  or  persons,  you  will  please  to  proceed  im- 
mediately to  Annapolis,  and  use  every  precaution  to  prevent 
alarm  by  obliging  the  men  not  to  appear  in  numbers  on 
deck,  and  causing  the  boat  to  lie  at  a  distance,  while  you 
go  on  shore  with  the  letter  delivered  you  for  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Baltimore  Committee  who  may  be  at  Annapolis, 
whose  direction  you  will  please  to  follow  after  your  arrival 
there.  You  will  please  to  take  blunderbusses,  and  any 
quantity  you  see  necessary  of  arms,  out  of  Captain  Nichol- 
sofi's  vessel,  which  he  will  readily  furnish.  Please  to 
consult,  in  all  things,  with  the  officer  which  Captain  Nichol- 
son sends  with  you,  and  let  your  measures  be  kept  as 
secret  as  possible  from  the  men,  at  least  until  it  comes  to 
the  execution. 

"  I  am,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  sir,  your  humble 

'  "Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

The  Committee  then  inquired  of  all  the  Members  pre- 
sent whether  either  of  them  had  concurred  in  said  Instruc- 
tions, and,  on  each  of  their  declaration  that  they  had  not, 
they  sent  for  Mr.  Purviance,  and  desired  he  would  inform 
them  what  number  of  the  Members  of  the  Committee  were 
present  when  the  said  Instmctions  were  given,  and  that  he 
would  give  his  answer  in  writing. 

Mr.  Purviance  accordingly  came  to  the  Committee,  and 
verbally  declared  that  he  had  not  consulted  any  one  person 
of  the  Committee  upon  the  occasion,  but  that  he  had  given 
the  said  Instmctions  himself;  that  he  exculpated  the  Com- 
mittee from  all  censure  on  that  account,  and  that  he  would 
give  his  answer  in  writing,  to  that  effect,  on  Monday  morn 
ing. 

Attested :  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

The  Committee  met  on  Monday,  April  22,  1776 : 

Present:  William  Lux,  Chairman,  William  Buchanan,  Andrew  Bu- 
chanan, Thomas  Harrison,  C.  Ridgely,  (of  William.)  John  Merryman, 
William  Wilkinson,  John  Moale,  John  Smith,  John  Boyd,  Isaac 
Grist,  Thomas  Gist,  Darby  Lux,  James  Calhoun,  Walter  ToUey, 
Jun.,  John  E.  Howard,  George  Risteau,  James  Gittings,  J.  Sterrett, 
Abraham  Britton,  Thomas  SoUers,  John  Cradock,  William  Aisquith, 
George  Lux,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Samuel  Purviarwe  appeared,  and  delivered  in  his 
answer  in  writing,  agreeable  to  his  promise  of  Saturday, 
which,  being  read,  is  as  follows : 

*  "April  22,  1776. 

"  Gentlemen  :  Agreeable  to  my  declaration  to  the  Com- 
mittee at  the  last  meeting,  the  20th  instant,  that  I  excul- 
pated all  the  members  of  the  Committee  from  any  concern 
in  the  orders  which  I  gave,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee, 
to  Captain  Samuel  Smith  on  the  1 4th  instant,  I  am  now  to 
inform  you  of  the  circumstances  of  that  affair,  and  the  rea- 
sons on  which  I  ventured  to  give  these  orders. 

"  The  despatches  received  from  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Virginia,  with  a  letter  written  by  General  Lee,  and  direct- 
ed to  me  as  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  I  considered  as 
sufficient  reasons  to  justify  the  Committee  in  using  their  best 
endeavours  to  seize  Govemour  Eden,  his  Secretary,  and 
Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  should  they  or  either  of  them  be 
found  attempting  to  escape  from  Annapolis, — a  suspicion 
founded  on  the  certain  knowledge  that  Mr.  Ross  had  gone 
from  this  town  to  Annapolis  a  few  days  before,  and  that  it 
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was  highly  probable  he  would  alarm  Governour  Eden  with 
an  account  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State's  letter  to  him  being 
seized  and  taken  from  him  on  his  way  up  from  Lord  JJuji- 
more.  On  considering  those  papers  at  my  house  on  Sun- 
day evening,  it  seemed  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the 
gentlemen  there  assembled,  that  if  Captain  Nicholson'' s 
tender  were  here,  it  would  be  proper  to  despatch  her  with 
some  men  to  Annapolis,  to  wait  the  orders  of  the  Council 
of  Safety.  On  Monday  morning,  I  was  informed  that 
Captain  James  Nicholson  was  returned  in  his  tender  from 
Chester;  on  which  I  sent  for  him,  and  communicated  to 
him  the  purport  of  the  despatches  received  from  the  Coun- 
cil of  Virginia,  and  General  Lee's  letter,  and  told  him  the 
sentiments  of  the  gentlemen  who  met  at  my  house  the 
evening  before,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  send  his  tender, 
with  an  officer  and  some  men,  to  Annapolis,  observing  to 
him  that  if  the  Governour  had  made  his  escape  from  Anna- 
polis, she  would  be  the  properest  vessel  to  pursue  after  him, 
as  she  could  both  row  and  sail.  Captain  Nicholscm  agree- 
ing with  me  in  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  consented  to 
my  request  to  get  his  boat  ready  for  the  purpose,  and  to 
send  one  of  his  officers  in  her.  As  I  could  not  attend  the 
Committee  that  day,  1  spoke  to  most  of  the  gentlemen  who 
had  been  at  my  house  the  evening  before,  and  to  General 
Buchanan,  and  told  them  I  had  spoken  to  Captain  Nichol- 
son for  his  tender,  which  they  all  approved  of.  I  accord- 
ingly applied  to  Major  Gist,  to  whom  the  despatches  from 
Virginia  had  been  shown,  and  obtained  his  consent  to  let 
Captain  Samuel  Smith,  with  a  few  men  of  his  company, 
go  in  the  tender  to  Annapolis.  Captain  Samuel  Smith  ac- 
cordingly met  me  in  the  street  just  at  dinner-time,  and  told 
me  he  was  ready  to  go,  and  waited  for  orders.  I  had  not 
thought,  before,  on  the  propriety  of  orders.  The  Commit- 
tee was  then  broke  up  for  dinner,  and  consequently  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  consulting  them  immediately ;  and,  for  the 
sake  of  the  secrecy  which  so  important  a  business  required,  I 
thought  it  improper  to  communicate  the  matter  to  any  others 
than  the  gentlemen  who  had  seen  the  papers  already,  of  whom 
three  were  gone  to  Annapolis  to  wait  on  the  Council ,  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Buchanan  had  rode  out  of  town,  and  Mr.  William  Lux 
and  Mr.  Harrison,  with  whom  I  had  engaged  to  dine  that 
day,  were  gone  out  of  town.  In  these  circumstances,  I  sat 
down,  and,  without  the  concurrence  or  advice  of  any  per- 
son, I  wrote  very  hastily  those  orders,  which  I  delivered  to 
Major  Gist,  and  signed  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

"  I  do  candidly  acknowledge  to  you  I  had  my  own  doubts 
whether  I  was  to  consider  General  Lee's  letter,  directed  to 
me  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  as  a  private  letter  to 
myself,  or  as  a  letter  to  the  Committee ;  yet  the  contents  of 
it,  together  with  the  despatches  received  from  the  Council 
of  Virginia,  I  considered  as  a  sufficient  call  upon  me,  and 
every  pereon  well  affected  to  the  interests  of  America,  to 
use  the  best  endeavours  to  seize  persons  of  whom  there  were 
such  strong  reasons  to  believe  their  being  inimical. 

"  I  hope,  gentlemen,  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned, 
which  are  all  strictly  true,  and  the  extreme  importance  of 
the  occasion,  will  at  least  palliate  my  offence  in  taking 
what  may  be  deemed  by  some  a  very  rash  step,  but  which 
the  necessity  of  the  case  will  justify  me  in  to  you  and  the 
publick. 

"  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servant, 

"  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun. 

"  To  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County." 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  do  highly  disapprove  of 
the  Chairman's  conduct  in  presuming  to  act  in  any  matter 
without  their  concurrence  and  approbation,  especially  in 
matters  that  evidently  do  not  come  within  their  jurisdiction  ; 
and  with  regard  to  the  Instructions  given  to  Captain  Samuel 
Smith,  upon  a  late  pressing  occasion,  though  the  necessity 
of  the  case  may  be  urged  as  an  apology  for  them,  yet  this 
Committee,  always  willing  to  move  in  the  strictest  line  of 
their  duty,  and  desirous  to  preserve  due  subordination  and 
order  in  the  community,  do  totally  disavow  and  disapprove 
of  them,  knowing  that  the  power  necessary  in  such  cases  is 
not  vested  in  the  Committee.  But,  nevertheless,  we  are 
fully  persuaded  that  the  Chairman,  in  issuing  these  orders, 
was  actuated  only  by  that  uniform,  warm,  and  zealous  at- 
tachment to  our  distressed,  and  perhaps  betrayed,  country, 
which  would  otherwise  have  merited  the  thanks  of  every 
spirited  friend  of  our  invaded  rights ;  and  we  tmst  this  well- 


meant  excess,  in  so  interesting  a  crisis,  will  find  a  more  easy 
pardon  with  his  vigilant  countrymen  than  if  he  had  been 
chargeable  with  a  criminal  neglect,  or  with  a  timidity  still 
more  dangerous  and  blameable. 

Lieutenant  William  Sterrett  appeared  before  the  Com- 
mittee, and  produced  an  order  from  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  taking  into  his  possession  the  Bags  and  Portmanteau  of 
Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  and  convey  the  same  to  Annapolis,  to 
the  Council  of  Safety. 

On  which  Mr.  Thomas  Harrison  and  Doctor  John  Boyd 
were  appointed  to  proceed  to  Mr.  Grant's,  and  examine  the 
seal  of  the  door ;  who  returned,  and  report  that  the  Pa- 
pere  and  Effects  were  delivered  according  to  order. 

Captain  James  Nicholson  applied  to  the  Committee  for 
a  Vessel  to  assist  him  in  raising  two  Vessels  at  Whetstone. 

Upon  which  the  Brig  Fortune  was  appointed  to  proceed 
to  Whetstone,  and  ordered  to  obey  Captain  Nicholson's  in- 
structions. 

The  following  citations  were  produced  before  the  Com- 
mittee : 

"In  Council  of  Safely,  Annapolis,  April  20,  1776. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  »SnmMeZPw™/a7ice,  Jun.,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  at- 
tend the  Council  of  Safety,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on 
Monday,  the  22d  instant. 

"  By  order :  "  G.  Duvall,  GerTc. 

"  In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,  April  20,  1776. 

"Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Lux,  Deputy-Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Observation  ior  Baltimore  County,  attend 
the  Council  of  Safety,  at  the  City  oi  Annapolis,  on  Monday, 
the  22d  instant. 

"By  order:  "G.  Duvall,  CZer/iT." 

Mr.  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman,  and  Mr.  William 
Lux,  Deputy-Chairman,  of  this  Committee,  applied  for  their 
advice  and  instructions  therein  ;  and  it  was  judged  expe- 
dient that  they  obey  the  said  citations.  But  the  Committee, 
at  the  same  time,  are  of  opinion  that  the  powers  vested  in 
the  Council  of  Safety  do  not  justify  the  summoning  any 
Member  of  this  Committee  to  appear  before  them,  unless 
they  have  been  guilty  of,  or  are  chargeable  with,  "  high  and 
dangerous  offences  tending  to  disunite  the  people  of  this  Pro- 
vince in  their  present  opposition,  or  to  destroy  the  liberties 
of  America." 

Mr.  George  Lux,  Clerk  to  this  Committee,  produced  also 
the  following  citation : 

"In  Council  of  Safety,  Annapolis,  April  20,  1776. 
"Ordered,  That  Mr.  George  Lux,  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  attend  the 
Council  of  Safety,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  Monday^ 
the  22d  instant,  and  bring  with  him  the  Proceedings  of  the 
said  Committee  in  consequence  of  intercepted  Letters  from 
Lord  George  Germaine  to  Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  Deputy- 
Govemour  of  Maryland,  which  were  transmitted  to  them 
by  the  honourable  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia ; 
and,  also,  all  Resolves,  Ordei-s,  Instructions,  Requisitions, 
Letters,  Papers,  and  Writings,  relative  to,  or  concerning 
the  same,  as  Clerk  of  the  said  Committee  of  Baltimore. 
"  By  order :  "  G.  Duvall,  Ckrk." 

Resolved,  That  he  be  permitted  to  take  copies  of  the 
Proceedings,  and  repair  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  if  he 
thinks  proper. 

Attested:  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  April  23,  1776 : 

Present :  William  Lux,  Chairman  pro  tempore,  John  Moale,  Darby 
Lux,  John  Boyd,  Andrew  Buchanan,  William  Buchanan,  John  Mer- 
ryman,  Thomas  Harrison,  Walter  'J'olley,  Jun.,  James  Calhoun,  Jamca 
Gittings,  George  Lux,  Secretary. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  this  Committee  do  recom- 
mend Mr.  Johri  Christie  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Province 
in  Congress,  and  request  them  to  use  their  best  endeavours 
to  procure  for  him  a  Second  Lieutenancy  in  the  Continental 
Army. 

The  following  Letter  was  written  to  the  Council  of  Safety, 
and  signed  by  all  the  Members  present : 

In  Committee,  Baltimore,  April  23,  1776. 

Gentlemen  :  This  Committee,  on  the  late  alarm,  appoint- 
ed Messrs.  Robert  Purviance,  David  Stewart,  and  George 
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Woohey,  to  superintend  the  fitting  out  tlie  Schooner  Reso- 
lution as  a  tender,  or  armed  vessel,  for  Captain  Nicholson. 
As  they  have  nearly  completed  her,  and  are  in  advance  a 
•considerable  sum,  you  will  please  to  furnish  six  or  eight 
Siundred  pounds,  as  is  convenient. 

We  are,  gentlemen,  your  most  humble  servants. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  April  29,  1776: 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  Willj^m  Lux,  Vicc-Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  C.  Rulgely,  (of  William,)  William  Wilkinson, 
Thomas  Harrison,  John  Boyd,  Thomas  Gist,  Thomas  Rutter,  John 
Cockcy,  John  E.  Howard,  James  Gittings,  James  Calhoun,  Thomas 
Sellers,  William  Aisquith,  George  Risteau. 

Captain  George  Woohey  ap])lied  to  the  Committee  for 
liberty  to  take  his  Brig  Rogers,  which  has  been  detained 
by  them  at  Whetstone  Point,  to  be  there  sunk,  if  necessary; 
•which  permission  was  granted  to  him. 

Geokge  Lux,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee,  May  6,  1776 : 

Present :  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman,  William  Lux,  Vicc-Chairman, 
Andrew  Buchanan,  Benjamin  JVicholson,  William  Buchanan,  Thomas 


Harrison,  Z.  McCubbin,  C.  Ridgely,  (of  William,)  John  Merryman, 
John  E.  Howard,  John  Cradock,  George  Risleau,  William  Aisquilh, 
Abraham  BriUon,  Thomas  SoUcrs,  Gist  Vaughan,  Benjamin  Griffith, 
James  Calhoun,  F.  Decker,  Thomas  Rutter,  J.  Sterreit,  Uarliy  Lux, 
John  Boyd. 

Lieutenant  Solomon  is  added  to  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  carry  about  the  Association  and  Enrollment  Papers  in 
Pipe-Creek  Hundred. 

Thomas  Constable  being  cited  before  this  Committee,  and 
charged  with  "  offences  tending  to  disunite  the  good  people 
of  this  Province  in  their  opposition  to  the  illegal  measures 
of  Great  Britain,"  and  being  convicted  thereof  by  the  tes- 
timony of  Michael  Kraner  and  Hewy  Rutter,  was  directed 
to  give  security  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds 
sterling ;  which  he  accordingly  did,  with  John  McDonough 
as  his  security. 

Captain  Edward  CocJcey  and  Captain  Josiah  Bowen  re- 
turned their  Enrollments. 

Captains  Boiven  and  Mercer  were  appointed  to  disarm 
the  Non-Associators  and  Non-EnroUers  in  Patapsco,  Lower, 
and  Back  River,  Lower,  Hundreds. 


MARYLAND  COUNCH.  OF  SAFETY. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland,  at 
Annapolis,  on  Thursday,  18lh  January,  1776: 
Were  present :  The  Hon.  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer, 

Esq.,  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  Benjamin  Rumsey,, and 

James  Tilghman,  Esquires. 

The  above  Members  were  qualified  before  Mr.  Thomas 
Brooke  Hodgkin,  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the 
Convention. 

Gabriel  Duvall  was  appointed  Clerk,  and  qualified  before 
Mr.  Hodgkin,  by  taking  the  oath  directed  by  the  Conven- 
tion. 

The  Honourable  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas  Jenifer,  Esquire, 
was  chosen  President. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas  be  allowed 
seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence  per  week,  for  the  subsistence 
of  each  Recruit,  till  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Thomas  two  hundred  Pounds,  common  money, 
to  enable  him  to  advance  to,  and  subsist  his  Recruits. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Barton 
Lucas  one  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds,  common  money,  for 
the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  above  order. 

Council  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  past  nbe 
o'clock. 

Friday,  January  19,  1776. 
The  Council  met.    The  same  Members  present  as  on 
yesterday,  and  also  John  Hall,  Esquire,  who  was  qualified 
before  Mr.  Jenifer  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Archibald  Buchanan  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
Pounds  seven  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  common  money, 
being  the  balance  of  his  Account  with  the  Province,  as  per 
account  filed. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Baxler  one  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds,  com- 
mon money,  for  subsist  and  advance  money,  for  the  Com- 
pany of  Regular  Forces  to  be  raised  by  Captain  Thomas 
Ewing. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
'  to  Mr.  Patrick  Ewing  one  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds, 
for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  Captain  Nathaniel  Ram- 
sey's Recruits. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
■to  Mr.  Thomas  Harwood  and  Mr.  Thomas  Goldsmith,  thirty 
Pounds  each,  for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  Captain 
John  Day  Scott's  Recruits. 

Instructions  and  Sailing  Orders  were  given  to  Captain 
Robert  Forsythe,  of  the  Biig  Sam,  and  to  Captam  Thomas 
KeU,  of  the  Schooner  Dolphin. 


Council  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  after  nine 
o'clock.  

Saturday,  January  20,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  the  same  Members  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Registers  of  the  Commissary's  and 
Land  Offices,  and  Clerks  of  the  Provincial  Court,  and  of 
Anne  Arundel  County,  immediately  furnish  the  Council  of 
Safety  with  lists  of  the  Record  Books  in  their  respective 
Offices,  and  prepare  for  the  removal  of  the  Records  and 
Papers  in  the  said  Offices  to  such  place  as  shall  be  directed 
by  the  said  Council. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  Resolves  of  the  late  Con- 
vention relative  to  the  removal  of  the  said  Records  and  Pa- 
pers, be  immediately  furnished  to  each  of  the  said  Registers 
and  Clerks. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Stephen  West  deliver  to  John  Yotist, 
or  order,  the  quantity  of  ten  pounds  weight  of  Gunpowder, 
(out  of  that  purchased  by  the  Convention  from  him,)  to 
prove  the  Muskets  made  by  the  said  Youst  for  the  use  of 
this  Province. 

Messrs.  Richard  Thompson  and  Thomas  Richardson  were 
appointed  to  prove  the  said  Muskets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Gunby,  or  his  order,  two  hundred  Pounds, 
for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  his  Recruits. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Day  Scott,  or  his  order,  sixty  Pounds,  com- 
mon money,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  above  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  James  Hindman  two  hundred  Pounds,  for  the 
like  purpose. 

Mr.  Rtmsey  has  leave  of  absence. 

Commission  issued  to  Patrick  Sim,  Esquire,  appointed 
Captain  of  the  Second  Company,  of  the  battalion  of  regular 
forces,  in  the  room  of  Captain  William  Hyde,  who  resigned. 

Ordered,  That  he  rank  as  youngest  Captain  of  the  said 
Battalion. 

Council  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  past  nine 
o'clock. 

Sunday,  January  21,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  Members  as  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Rumsey. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Lancelot  Jacques,  Charles  Wallace, 
William  Hyde,  Allen  Q^uynn,  James  Brice,  William  Whet- 
croft,  and  Beriah  Maybury,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  request- 
ed to  make  a  Chart  of  the  Land  and  Water  at  the  mouth 
of  this  River,  specifying  the  width  and  depth  of  the  Channel 
between  Horn-Point  and  Greenbury's  Point,  and  some  dis- 
tance without  and  within  the  same. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
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to  Captain  Patrick  Sim  one  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds, 
for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  his  Recruits. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  Resolves  of  the  late  Con- 
vention relating  to  the  emission  of  Bills  of  Credit,  be  enclosed 
in  a  Letter  (No.  2)  to  the  Deputies  of  this  Province  in  Con- 
gress. 

Council  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  past  nine 
o'clock. 

Monday,  January  22,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  the  same  Members  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith  two  hundred  Pounds,  common 
money,  for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  his  Recruits. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Bennet  Brano  two  hundred  Pounds,  common  money, 
for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  Captain  Rezin  BeaWs 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Samuel  Smith  one  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds, 
for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  his  Recruits. 

Commissions  issued  to  Thomas  Tillard,  Esquire,  First 
Major,  and  to  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq.,  Second  Major,  of  the 
South-River  Battalion  of  Militia,  in  Anne  Arundel  Coun- 
ty ;  and  to  Mr.  Pollard  Edmxnison,  Jun.,  appointed  Third 
Lieutenant  of  the  Fourth  Independent  Company,  of  regu- 
lar forces,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  William  Goldsborough,  who 
resigned. 

The  following  Agreement  was  made  with  Captain  John 
Pitt : 

"Whereas  the  honourable  the  late  Convention  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Maryland  resolved  that  two  Pilot-Boats  be  imme- 
diately employed,  and  stationed  to  gain  and  communicate 
intelligence  of  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  by  the  Men- 
of-War  to  come  into  this  Province  : 

"I  do  hereby  agree  with  the  Honourable  DameZ  of  St. 
Thomas  Jenifer,  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  John  Hall,  and 
James  Tilghman,  Esquires,  of  the  Council  of  Safety  for  this 
Province,  to  furnish  one  Pilot-Boat  for  the  above  purpose, 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  Shillings  per  day,  and  immediately 
to  sail  with  my  said  boat  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  intelli- 
gence agreeable  to  said  resolution ;  and  that  I  will  from 
time  to  time  use  my  best  endeavours  to  gain  such  intelli- 
gence, and  as  occasion  may  require  communicate  the  same 

to  the  Council  of  Safety.  <<  t         t»       « 

•'  "John  Pitt.' 

Instructions  were  given  accordingly  to  Captain  Pitt. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  following  Advertisement  was  ordered  to  be  published 
in  the  Maryland  Gazette  : 

"All  Merchants  and  others  who  are  desirous  of  undertaking 
to  import  and  furnish  this  Province  with  a  quantity  of  Salt, 
sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  may  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  terms  offered  by  the  Conventional  Con- 
gress, under  which  they  may  do  the  same,  by  attending  the 
Cbuncil  of  Safety,  on  the  5th  day  of  February  next,  at  the 
City  of  Annapolis." 

Mr.  J.  Middleton  agreed  to  furnish  a  Boat  for  the  like 
purposes,  and  on  the  same  terms  as  Captain  Pitt,  and  re- 
ceived his  Instructions  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  William  Hyde  furnish  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  with  an  account  of  the  Province  Arms  and  Ac- 
coutrements delivered  him  last  spring,  of  the  condition  of 
the  same,  and  in  whose  hands  they  are ;  and  that  he  do  not 
permit  the  same,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  removed  or  carried 
away  from  the  City  of  Annapolis. 

A  copy  of  the  Letter  No.  3,  relative  to  placing  obstruc- 
tions in  the  Channel  of  this  River,  was  sent  to  Mr,  Stephen 
Steward,  and  a  copy  of  the  Letter  No.  4  to  Mr.  William 
Roberts. 

Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  half  past  nine 
o'clock. 

Tuesday,  January  23,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  Members  as  yesterday. 
Ordered,  That  one  barrel  of  Gunpowder  and  four  hun- 
dred pounds  weight  of  Lead,  be  sent  by  the  Committee  of 


Observation  for  Kent  County,  under  the  care  of  a  com- 
missioned officer  of  Militia,  to  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  Queen  Anne's  County,  or  to  such  pei-son  or  persons 
in  the  same  County  as  they  shall  order  and  direct. 

Ordered,  That  one  barrel  of  Gunpowder  and  four  hun- 
dred pounds  weight  of  Lead,  be  sent  in  the  same  manner  to 
the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Talbot  County;  and  half 
a  barrel  of  Gunpowder  and  two  hundred  pounds  weight  of 
Lead,  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Caro/me  County. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Tillard,  Esquire,  Quarter- 
master of  the  Battalion  of  Militia  in  Anne  Arundel  County, 
commanded  by  Colonel  John  Weems. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Charles 
County  send  two  and  a  half  barrels  of  Powder  and  one 
thousand  pounds  weight  of  Lead,  under  the  care  of  a  com- 
missioned officer  of  Militia,  to  the  Committee  of  Observation 
for  St.  Mary's  County ;  half  a  barrel  of  said  Powder  for 
Captain  John  Allen  Thomas's -Company,  of  regular  troops, 
and  the  residue  for  the  use  of  the  two  battalions  of  Militia 
in  that  County 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Charles 
County  send,  under  the  care  of  a  commissioned  officer  of 
Mihtia,  one  barrel  of  Gunpowder  and  four  hnndred  pounds 
weight  of  Lead,  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Calvert 
County;  one  half  of  said  Powder  and  Lead  for  Captain  Re- 
zin Beall's  Independent  Company,  of  regular  forces. 

Ordered,  That  eighty  copies  of  the  Articles  of  War  be 
immediately  printed. 

Mr.  John  Brice  produced  and  delivered  to  the  Council  a 
list  of  the  Record  Books  of  Anne  Arundel  County  Court, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  entered. 

A  copy  of  Letter  No.  5,  concerning  the  publick  Re- 
cords, was  sent  to  Messrs.  Joseph  Sim  and  Thomas  Contee, 
o[  Prince  George's  County. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, 

A  copy  of  Letter  No.  6  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  of 
this  Province  in  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  Ford  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  Pounds, 
for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  Captain  George  Stiicker's 
Company  of  Light  Infantry. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  Ford  one  hundred  Pounds,  currency,  for 
subsist  and  advance  money  for  Captain  Lemuel  Barrett's 
Independent  Company,  of  regular  forces. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Henry  Barnes  one  hundred  and  twenty  Pounds,  cur- 
rency, for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  Captain  John 
Stone's  Recruits. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  Ford  sixty  Pounds,  currency,  to  be  lodged 
with  Mr.  Thomas  Johnson,  at  Fredericktovm,  or,  in  his 
absence,  to  be  left  with  Messi-s.  Charles  Beatty  and  Baker 
Johnson,  to  be  by  them  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  Gun- 
locks. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  Ford  one  hundred  Pounds,  currency,  to  be 
lodged  with  Messrs.  Charles  Beatty  and  Baker  Johnson,  to 
enable  them  to  advance  for  Rifles  for  the  use  of  Captain 
George  Strieker's  Company  of  Light  Infantry. 

Council  adjourns  till  Monday  next,  to  meet  at  Baltimore 
Town. 

Baltimore  Town,  Monday,  January  29,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  Members  as  on  Tuesday 
last. 

Mr.  George  Ranken  transmits  to  the  Council  a  list  of  the 
Record  Books  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  entered. 

Mr.  Vallette  transmits  to  the  Council  a  list  of  the  Record 
Books  in  the  Prerogative  Office,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
entered. 

The  Journal  of  the  Pi-oceedings  of  the  Convention  was 
read. 

The  Council  requested  of  Mr.  Samml  Purviance,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Baltimore  Town, 
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that  said  Committee  would  furnish  them  with  a  Chart  of 
the  Nortiieast  brancii  of  Patapsco  River,  from  Whetstone 
Point ;  also  the  soundings  or  depth  of  the  water  between 
that  Point  and  Gorsiich's  Point;  also  a  plan  of  fortification 
and  chevaux-de-frise,  or  other  obstructions,  to  be  placed 
■in  the  River,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense. 

The  Council  adjourns  till  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow  morn- 
ing. 

Tuesday,  January  30, 1776. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  Members  as  yesterday. 
The  following  Advertisement  was  ordered  to  be  published  : 
"  By  the  Council  of  Safety. 

"  All  persons  who  are  desirous  to  coptract  for  supplying 
the  Troops  raised  in  this  Province  with  the  Rations  allowed 
by  the  late  Convention,  are  requested  to  attend  the  Council 
of  Safety,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  the  15th  day  of 
February  next,  and  deliver  in  their  proposals,  which  Will  be 
duly  attended  to.  A  ration,  as  settled  by  the  Convention, 
to  consist,"  &LC. 

Ordered,  That  one  hundred  handbills  of  the  same  be 
immediately  printed. 

Mr.'  Purviance  attended  the  Council,  and  reported  that, 
according  to  the  requisition  of  yesterday,  the  Committee  had 
appointed  persons  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Instructions  and  Sailing  Orders  were  given  to  Captain 
John  Martin,  of  the  Brig  Friendship. 

Mr.  WiUiam  Lux  was  requested  to  purchase  up,  for  the 
use  of  the  Troops  in  this  Province,  all  the  coarse  Cloths  in 
Baltimore  Town  ;  also.  Blankets  and  Plush  for  Breeches  ; 
and  make  report  of  the  quantity  and  price  to  the  Council  of 
Safety,  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Mr.  Lux  delivers  to  the  Council  the  following  proposi- 
tions : 

"  The  Pilot-Boat  Chatham  is  bound  for  Statia,  with  money 
to  purchase  goods,  to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  Pounds, 
or  more,  to  the  consignment  of  Mr.  Thomas  Russell,  who 
goes  out  in  her.  The  boat  is  valued  at  three  hundred 
Pounds ;  and  each  shipper  is  to  pay  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  his  property  in  case  she  is  lost.  Mr.  Russell 
will  take  one  hundred  barrels  light  Flour,  on  account  of 
the  Province,  at  six  Shillings  per  barrel,  and  they  to  pay 
their  proportion  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  in  case  of  loss. 

"  Lux  &,  BoWLY." 

Which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Instructions  were  accordingly  given  to  Captain  Thomas 
Russell. 

Mr.  George  Matthews,  Cannon  Founder,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Baltimore  Town,  being  requested  to  attend  the 
Council  of  Safety,  and  give  what  information  he  could  with 
regard  to  casting  of  Cannon,  and  the  Cannon  now  in  that 
place,  informed  that  there  were  two  twelve-pounders,  six 
nine-pounders,  six  six-pounders,  eight  three-pounders,  and 
two  field-pieces — three-pounders;  which,  in  his  judgment 
and  opinion,  might  be  of  some  service,  but  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon  till  they  were  bored  again  ;  that  they  had  been 
unused  a  long  time,  and  were  scaly  withinside  of  the  guns  ; 
that  there  were  seven  or  eight  of  the  Annapolis  guns  left 
by  Captain  Stone,  four-poundere,  all  good  except  one,  which 
had  lost  a  trunnion ;  might  be  made  serviceable  by  having 
trunnions  fixed  on  the  outside  with  an  iron  hoop. 

Mr.  Matthews  was  also  asked  on  what  terms  he  would 
contract  for  founding  cannon ;  thereupon  expressed  his  opi- 
nion that,  in  his  situation  as  a  factor,  he  could  not  incur  the 
expense  necessary  to  be  laid  out  in  founding  cannon  and 
boring  the  same,  unless  he  had  a  moral  certainty  that  his 
owners  should  be  no  losers  by  undertaking  the  business. 

That  the  wheel  for  boring  cannon,  and  other  apparatus, 
were  expensive,  and  a  work  that  would  require  some  time 
before  it  could  be  brought  to  perfection,  and  that  he  did  not 
think  he  could  furnish  forty  eighteen-pounders  in  less  than 
four  months  from  this  time.  That  he  was  going  to  Phila- 
delphia, at  the  request  of  Mr.  Alexander,  in  expectation  of 
hearing  proposals  from  Congress  on  the  subject  of  founding 
^cannon,  and  should  be  better  able  to  judge  whether  it 
would  be  worth  while  to  undertake  the  business,  and  would 
.expect  to  hear  from  us  on  his  return. 

Council  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clocL 


Wednesday,  January  31,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  Members  as  yester- 
day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Herades  Courtenay  two  hundred  and  eleven  Pounds 
and  two  Pence,  currency,  being  the  balance  due  him  from 
this  Province,  as  per  Account  filed. 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter,  in  the  following  words,  be  sent 
to  the  Brigadiers-General  of  this  Province,  respectively  : 

Baltimore  Town,  January  31,  1776. 

SiK :  We  are  desirous  of  knowing  what  number  of  mus- 
kets are  in  the  hands  of  the  Militia  of  your  brigade,  either 
belonging  to  the  publick  or  to  individuals.  We  request  you 
will  furnish  us  with  an  account  of  them  as  soon  as  you 
conveniently  can,  distinguishing  to  what  companies  they 
respectively  belong,  and  those  which  are  good  and  service- 
able from  what  are  unfit  for  use ;  and  that  you  recommend 
to  and  earnestly  admonish  those  of  your  Militia  whose  guns 
are  out  of  repair,  and  whose  circumstances  will  admit  of  it, 
to  have  them  immediately  put  into  good  order ;  but  that  if 
the  owners  of  any  such  guns  cannot,  from  their  poverty, 
repair  them,  and  they  are  only  defective  in  the  locks,  that 
you  have  the  same  repaired  and  rendered  fit  for  use  at  the 
publick  expense.  Writing  immediately  to  the  Colonels  and 
other  inferior  officers  we  recommend  as  the  best  method  of 
gaining  information  in  the  above  particulars. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vants.    (Signed  by  the  Council.) 

A  conference  was  had  with  Mr.  Alcock  and  Mr.  Mas- 
senbaugh,  on  the  subject  of  Fortifications. 

The  Council  called  on  Messrs.  Keener,  Messersmith,  and 
Reddrick,  to  know  what  quantity  of  Muskets  they  had  made 
for  the  use  of  this  Province  in  consequence  of  their  contracts 
with  Mr.  Alexander. 

Mr.  Keener  reported  that  he  had  made  thirty  ;  Mr.  Mes- 
sersmith that  he  had  made  twenty-seven,  and  repaired  fifty- 
eight  for  the  Ship  Defence ;  Mr.  Reddrick  that  he  had  made 
seventy. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Gist  and  Captain  Ewing,  or  either 
of  them,  be  requested  to  employ  a  skilful  person  to  prove 
the  said  Muskets,  or  any  others  that  may  be  hereafter  made 
by  the  said  Keener,  Messersmith,  and  Reddrick,  or  either 
of  them,  under  their  aforesaid  contracts ;  and  that  the  said 
Major  Gist  and  Captain  Ewing,  or  either  of  them,  be  em- 
powered to  draw  on  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Baltimore  County  for  Powder  sufficient  for  that  purjwse. 

Council  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  February  1,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  Members  as  yester- 
day. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  7  sent  to  the  Deputies  of  this  Pro- 
vince in  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Company  of  Light  Infantry,  in  the 
regular  forces  of  this  Province,  be  armed  with  Rifles. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  John  Hanson,  Junior,  Charles 
Beatty,  and  James  Johnson,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  re- 
quested to  provide  and  furnish  the  said  Company  with  good 
substantial  and  serviceable  Rifles,  necessary  Bullet-moulds, 
and  Powder-horns,  and  to  draw  the  necessary  orders  on  the 
Council  of  Safety,  from  time  to  lime,  to  disburee  the  expense 
attending  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  Resolve  of  the  late  Con- 
vention, relative  to  the  arming  of  the  Troops,  be  transmitted 
to  them,  with  a  copy  of  the  above  Order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  make  out  and  send  to  the  Jus- 
tices of  Baltimore  County  Court,  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions 
of  Convention  relative  to  the  payment  of  Levies. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  agreement  be  entered,  and 
a  copy  of  the  same  be  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation for  Baltimore  County  : 

"  Messrs.  Lux  fy  Bowly  have  agreed  with  the  Council  of 
Safety  to  take  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour  on  board  the 
Pilot-boat  Chatham,  on  account  and  risk  of  this  Province. 
You  are  therefore  not  to  stop  her  intended  voyage  by  reason 
of  that  quantity  of  provisions  being  laden  on  board  said 
vessel." 
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Ordered,  That  the  Committees  of  Ohservation  for  Frede- 
rick County  be  requested  to  collect  all  the  publick  Anns  in 
their  respective  Districts ;  and  wliCTe  any  of  them  have  been 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  individuals  out  of  repair,  and 
have  been  put  into  good  order  and  made  fit  for  service  by 
them  at  their  own  expense,  that  the  said  Committees  respec- 
tively transmit  an  account  of  the  same  to  the  Council  of 
Safety,  with  the  necessary  expenses  incurred,  that  such 
individuals  may  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  publick  Treasury, 
unless  otherwise  agreed  at  the  time  of  such  delivery;  also  to 
attend  particularly  to  those  Arms  which  are  still  out  of  re- 
pair, and  to  have  them  put  into  good  order  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible ;  and,  as  early  as  they  conveniently  can,  to  furnish  the 
Council  with  a  state  of  the  whole. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above  Order  be  sent  to  the 
Committees  of  Observation  for  the  several  Districts  o{  Frede- 
rick County  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rations  for  the  Marines  in  the  service 
of  this  Province  be  according  as  is  expressed  in  the  follow- 
ing table,  to  wit: 

Sunday:   1  lb.  Bread,  1  lb.  Beef,  1  lb.  Turnips,  1  lb. 

Potatoes,  1  lb.  Onions  per  week. 
Monday:   1  lb.  Bread,    1  lb.  Pork,  J  pint  Peas,  4  oz. 

Cheese. 
Tuesday :  1  lb.  Bread,  1  lb.  Beef,  and  Pudding. 
Wednesday :  1  lb.  Bread,  1  lb.  Pork,  J  pint  Rice,  2  oz. 

Butter,  4  oz.  Cheese. 
Thursday:  1  lb.  Bread,  1  lb.  Pork,  J  pint  Peas. 
Friday:   1  lb.  Bread,  I  lb.  Beef,  and  Pudding. 
Saturday:  1  lb.  Bread,    1  lb.  Poi'k,  ^  pint  Peas,  4  oz. 

Cheese, 

Half  a  pint  of  Rum  per  man  per  day,  and  discretionary 
allowance  for  particular  occasions — such  as  action,  extra 
duty,  and  the  like.  Three  pints  of  Vinegar  for  six  men  per 
week. 

Council  adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'cioek. 

Friday,  February  2,  1776. 

Council  met  Present  the  same  Members  as  yester- 
day. 

A  Letter  was  received  from  Robert  Alexander,  Esquire, 
enclosing  the  following  Resolves  of  Congress,  viz : 

"In  Congress,  January  20,  1776. 

"  It  being  necessary  to  procure  a  large  quantity  of  Specie 
for  the  operations  in  Canada,  which  cannot  be  successfully 
carried  on  witliout  that  article, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  General 
Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of 
Safety,  upon  the  Continent,  to  employ  proper  persons  within 
their  respective  Colonies,  to  collect  all  the  Gold  and  Silver 
they  can,  and  inform  the  Congress  of  the  sum  collected. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  SecretaryJ" 

"In  Congress,  January  21ib,  1776. — Resolved,  That 
Monsieur  Juge  be  permitted  to  export  the  produce  or  manu- 
factures of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  (horned  Cattle,  Hogs, 
Sheep  and  Poultry  excepted,)  to  any  port  or  place  whatso- 
ever, (except  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  the  British  Isles, 
and  the  British  finest-Indies,  and  for  the  supply  of  the  Bri- 
tish Navy  or  Army  in  America,)  to  the  amount  of  the  Can- 
vass imported  by  him  into  the  said  Province ;  the  said  value 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Ob- 
servation for  Baltimore  County. 

"  Resolved,  nevertheless.  That  the  indulgence  in  this  in- 
stance ought  not  to  be  drawn  into  example,  the  same  being 
granted  to  Mr.  Juge  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  his  case,  and  that  the  said  Mr.  Juge  be  enjoined  by  the 
aforesaid  Committee  of  Baltimore  to  avoid,  ii'  possible,  all 
British  Ships-of-War  and  Armed  Cutters  on  his  voyage. 

"  Extracted  from  the  Minutes ; 

"Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Which  were  read,  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  Messieure  John  Moale,  Samuel  Purvi- 
ance,  and  William  Lux,  and  each  of  them,  be  appointed  to 
collect  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coin  that  can  be  procured  in 
Baltimore  County,  to  comj)ly  witii  the  Resolve  of  Con- 
gress ; 


Messieurs  Aquila  Hall,   Richard  Dallam,  and  Aquila 
Paca,  in  Harford  County ; 

Messieurs  Henry  Griffith,  William  Baird,  John  Hanson, 
Jan.,  and  Michael  Rayncr,  in  Frederick  County ; 

Messieurs  Charles  Carroll  (of  Carrollton,)  Thomas  Hor- 
sey, and  John  I'Veems,  in  Anne  Arundel  County  ; 

Messieurs  Thomas  Contee,  Stephen  West,  and  William 
Turner  Wootion,  in  Prince  George's  County ; 

Messieurs  Robert  Townsend  Hooe,  John  Dent,  and  Sam- 
uel Love,  in  Charles  County  ; 

Messieurs  Benjamin  Mackall  4th,  Alexander  SomcrvUle, 
and  Patrick  Sim  Smith,  in  Calvert  County ; 

Colonel  George  Plater,  Richard  Barnes,  and  Hanson 
Briscoe,  in  St.  Mary's  County  ; 

Messieurs  Peter  CkaiUe,  Samuel  Handy,  and  John  Done, 
in  Worcester  County ; 

Messieurs  George  DashieU,  Samuel  WiUson,  and  William 
Adams,  in  Somerset  Coiinty ; 

Messieui-s  Henry  Dickinson,  William  Richardson,  and 
Benjamin  Stainton,  in  Caroline  County  ; 

Messieurs  William  Ennah,  James  Murray,  and  Henry 
Steele,  in  Dorchester  County ; 

Messieurs  James  Lloyd  Chamberlaine,  Edward  Lloyd, 
and  Greenbwy  Goldsborough,  in  Talbot  County ; 

Messieurs  Turbutt  Wright,  William  Hemsley,  and  Sam- 
uel Thompson,  Jun.,  in  Queen  Anne's  County ; 

Messieurs  Thomas  Ringgold,  Joseph  Earle,  and  William 
Ringgold,  in  Kent  County  ; 

Messieurs  Joseph  Gilpin,  William  Rumsey,  and  Henry 
Ward  Pearce,  in  Cecil  County. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  Resolve  of  Congress, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  Resolve  of  this  Council,  notify- 
ing the  appointments  aforesaid,  be  enclosed  to  the  several 
persons  appointed  in  each  County  respectively,  in  the  fol- 
lowing Letter,  to  wit: 

Baltimore  Town,  February  3,  1776. 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  you  have  a  resolve  of  Congress, 
for  collecting  gold  and  silver  in  this  Province,  as  also  a  re- 
solve of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  your  appointment  to  col- 
lect the  same  in County. 

You  are  to  inforni  the  Council  of  Safety  what  sum  you 
have  been  able  to  collect  with  all  convenient  speed,  tiiat 
they  may  transmit  the  gross  amount  of  the  whole  to  the 
Congress.  We  take  it  for  granted  that  Continental  money 
will  be  ordered  us  in  exchange.  In  the  mean  time,  by  way 
of  forwarding  the  business,  you  may  have  Provincial  money 
from  our  Treasurer  for  any  sum  in  gold  or  silver  you  may 
lodge  with  him. 

The  Council  went  to  Whetstone-Point,  to  inform  them- 
selves of  the  situation  thereof,  and  consider  of  the  practica- 
bility of  fortifying  the  same. 

Council  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  February  3,  1776, 

Council  met..    Present  the  same  Members  as  yesterday. 

Resolved,  That  the  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Baltimore  County,  who  reside  in  Baltimore 
Town,  or  any  three  of  them,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
quested to  examine  the  Cannon  lying  at  Fells  Point,  and 
elsewhere  in  and  near  Baltimore  Town,  and  cause  such  of 
them  as  may  be  found  fit  for  service,  not  intended  for  the 
Ship  Defence,  to  be  lodged  in  some  place  of  security, 
mounted  on  proper  carriages  as  soon  as  they  conveniently 
can,  and  make  report  of  the  state  of  the  Cannon,  and  tlie 
expense  of  the  Carriages,  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  re- 
lative to  Monsieur  Juge  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith  one  hundred  Pounds,  for  sub- 
sist money  for  his  Recruits. 

Whereas  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  John  Moale,  Jeremiah 
Townky  Chase,  James  Calhoun,  Andrew  Buchanan,  Iho- 
mas  Harrison,  Benjamin  Griffith,  Isaac  Guest,  John  Smith, 
John  Boyd,  William  Aisquith,  and  William  Buchanan, 
acting  Members  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Balti- 
more County,  resitling  in  and  near  Baltimore  Town,  have 
delivered  into  the  Council  of  Safety  proposals  for  fortifying 
the  Town  of  Baltimore,  and  placing  obstructions  in  the 
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Channel  of  the  River,  so  as  to  prevent  the  approach  of 
Men-of-War  to  llie  said  Town,  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of 
tfie  late  Convention ;  and  have  offered  to  undertake  the 
business  and  complete  the  same  with  all  convenient  speed, 
for  the  sum  of  six  thousand  two  hundred  Pounds,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and 
are  willing  to  give  bond  with  condition  for  the  due  perform- 
ance of  their  agreement : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  proposition  made  by  the 
said  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  be  accept- 
ed ;  and  that  bond  be  taken,  with  conditions  that  if  the  said 
Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Jf^lliam  Lux,  John  Mode,  Jeremiah 
Townley  Chase,  James  Calhoun,  Andrew  Buchanan,  Tho- 
Kias  Harrison,  Benjamin  Griffith,  Isaac  Guest,  John  Smith, 
John  Boyd,  William  Aisquith,  and  William  Buchanan,  or  the 
survivors  of  them,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  do 
and  shall,  in  all  things,  fulfil  the  resolve  of  said  Convention, 
and  their  said  obligators'  agreement  with  the  Council  of  Safe- 
ty,  and  do  and  shall  well  and  truly  lay  out  and  expend  the 
aforesaid  sum  of  six  thousand  two  hundred  Pounds  cuiren- 
cy,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  in  fortifying 
said  Town,  and  placing  obstructions  in  the  Channel  of  the 
River,  so  as  in  all  human  probability  will  prevent  Men-of- 
War  approaching  said  Town,  and  do,  from  time  to  time, 
render  a  full  and  fair  account  of  their  expenses,  and  other 
transactions  in  the  management  of  the  business  aforesaid, 
and  also  do  and  shall  well  and  tiuly,  and  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, complete  the  same  fortifications  and  obstructions  with 
all  convenient  speed,  so  as  in  all  human  probability  to  pre- 
vent the  Men-of-War  approaching  said  Town,  then  the 
bond  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force 
and  virtue  in  law.  Which  bond  was  taken  accordingly,  and 
filed. 

Instructions  and  Sailing  Orders  were  given  to  Joseph 
OaJcman,  Captain  of  the  Sloop  Two  Sisters. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Doctor  Daniel  Grant  four  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  for  the 
use  of  his  Room. 

Council  adjourns  to  the  City  of  Annapolis,  till  Tuesday 
next. 

Tuesday,  February  6,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  Members  as  on  Satur- 
day last. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay  to 
Mr.  Henry  Hollingstvorth  one  hundred  Pounds,  currency,  to 
liable  him  to  carry  on  his  Saltpetre  Works  in  Cecil  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  Februaiy  7,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  the  same  Members  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  John  Gassatuay  thirty  Pounds,  currency,  on  account 
of  Captain  Nathaniel  Rumsey's  Company. 

Commission  issued  to  Jacob  Duvall,  appointed  Ensign  of 
Captain  John  MacgiWs  Company  of  Militia,  in  Prince 
George's  County. 

Also,  to  Edivard  Norivood,  appointed  Captain,  Samuel 
Godman,  First  Lieutenant,  James  Walker,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Horatio  Johnson,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mi- 
litia in  Anne  Arundel  County. 

Also,  to  Elisha  Riggs,  appointed  Captain,  Joh7i  Mar- 
riott, First  Lieutenant.  Joseph  Walker,  Jun.,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Horatio  Johnson,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mili- 
tia in  said  County. 

Colonel  Smallwood  produced  and  delivered  to  the  Coun- 
cil,a  copy  of  the  Enrollment  of  Captain  Thomas  Ewing's 
Company,  of  regular  forces,  which  was  examined  with  the 
original,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Stephen  West  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  Pounds 
nineteen  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  for  Powder  and  Lead 
purchased  of  him  by  the  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  February  8,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 


to  Lieutenant  John  Kidd  six  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  for 
one  month's  pay.  ^ 

Ordered,  That  the  saia  Treasurer  pay  to  Colonel  Small- 
icood  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  Pounds. 

Commission  issued  to  Thomas  Mayo,  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  of  Captain  John  Boone's  Company  of  Militia  in 
Anne  Arundel  County. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  9  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  of  thb 
Province  in  Congress  ;  and  a  copy  of  No.  10  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  of  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Register  in  Chancery  immediately 
furnish  the  Council  of  Safety  with  a  list  of  the  Record  Books 
in  the  Chancery  Office,  and  prepare  for  the  removal  of  the 
Records  and  Papers  in  said  Office  to  such  place  as  shall  l>e 
directed  by  the  said  Council. 

In  consequence  of  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Con- 
vention, made  at  Annapolis,  on  the  18th  of  January  last 
past. 

Ordered,  That  the  Records  of  the  Land  Office,  also,  of 
the  Secretary's  Office,  including  the  Provincial  and  Chancery 
Court,  and  also  the  Records  of  the  Commissary's  Office,  be 
removed  on  Monday  next  from  the  City  of  Annapolis  to 
William  Brown's  house,  in  London  Town,  and  from  thence 
on  Wednesday  next,  if  a  fair  day,  to  Upper  Marlborough, 
and  there  be  placed  in  the  Store  Houses  of  Messrs.  Samuel 
Hepburn  and  David  Crawford,  under  the  care  and  man- 
agement of  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  said  Office  respec- 
tively. 

Tiiat  the  Records  of  the  Secretary's  Office,  including  the 
Provincial  and  Chancery  Court,  be  committed  to  the  care 
and  management  of  Mr.  George  Ranken,  one  of  the  Clerks 
of  the  said  Office. 

That  the  Records  of  the  Land  Office  be  committed  to 
the  care  and  management  of  Mr.  David  Stewart,  one  of  the 
Clerks  of  the  said  Office. 

That  the  Records  of  the  Commissary's  Office  be  com- 
mitted to  the  care  and  management  of  Mr.  Elie  Vallette,  one 
of  the  Clerks  of  the  said  Office. 

That  two  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Observation 
for  Anne  Arundel  County  be  requested  to  attend  the  Re- 
cords from  the  City  of  Annapolis  to  Mr.  William  Brown's, 
in  London  Town,  and  thence  on  Wednesday  next,  if  a  fair 
day,  to  Queen  Anne's,  when  they  are  to  deliver  them  to  two 
gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Prince 
George's  County. 

That  two  gentlemen  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Prince  George's  County  be  requested  to  receive  the  Re- 
cords at  Qiieen  Anne's,  on  Wednesday  next,  and  conduct 
them  from  thence,  if  a  fair  day,  to  Upper  Marlborough,  where 
they  are  to  be  lodged  in  the  Store  Houses  of  Messrs.  Samuel 
Hepburn  and  David  Crawford,  agreeable  to  an  order  of  this 
Council. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  February  9,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  yesterday.  Mr.  Rumsey  at- 
tended. 

An  agreement  was  made  with  Mr.  Hugh  Young  for  the 
exportation  of  Provision  agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  Con- 
gress, also  with  Mr.  George  Woolsey  for  the  like  purpose, 
and  copies  thereof  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Hugh  Young  fifteen  hundred  Pounds,  currency. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  George  Wool- 
sey eighteen  hundred  Pounds,  currency. 

Permit  was  given  to  Mr.  Hugh  Youjig  to  export  Tobacco 
and  Iron,  or  Provision,  and  in  return  to  import  Salt. 

Commission  issued  to  John  Fulford,  appointed  Captain 
of  a  Company  of  Matrosses,  to  be  stationed  at  the  City  of 
Annapolis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Fulford  two  hundred  Pounds,  common 
money,  for  subsist  and  advance  money  for  his  Recruits. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Balti- 
more County  be  requested  to  collect  all  tlie  publick  Arms 
in  their  County  ;  and  where  any  of  them  have  been  delivered 
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into  the  hands  of  individuals  out  of  repair,  and  have  been 
put  into  good  order  and  made  fit  for  use  by  them  at  their 
own  expense,  that  the  said  Committee  transmit  an  account 
of  the  same  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  with  tiie  necessary  ex- 
pense incurred,  that  sucii  individuals  may  be  reimbursed  out 
of  the  publick  Treasury,  unless  otherwise  agreed  at  the  time 
of  such  delivery ;  also  to  attend  particularly  to  those  Arms 
which  are  still  out  of  repair,  and  to  have  them  put  into  good 
order  as  soon  as  jxjssible,  and  as  early  as  they  convenient- 
ly can  to  furnish  the  Council  with  a  state  of  the  whole ; 
and  that  the  said  Committee  deliver  such  of  the  said  Arms 
as  are  fit  for  service,  and  otliers  as  they  are  repaired,  to  Major 
Gist,  or  his  order. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ifilliam  Sj)ear,  of  Baltimore  Town, 
deliver  to  Colonel  Smallwood,  or  to  his  order,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  eighty  nine  yards  Osnaburghs,  purchased 
of  him  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  towards  clothing  the  Re- 
gular Troops  of  this  Province. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

Ordered,  Tlmt  the  Commissioners  of  the  Loan  Office  be 
requested  to  furnish  the  Council  of  Safety  with  a  list  of  the 
Bonds  in  that  Office,  and  of  the  Obligors,  the  Date,  and  prin- 
cipal sums  of  Money  in  each,  respectively. 

A  Letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Samuel  Chase,  and  an- 
swered. 

A  copy  of  the  Letter  No.  11  was  sent  to  Captain  Na- 
thaniel Ramsey. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  February  10,  1776. 
Council  met    Present  as  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  12  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  St.  Mary's  County. 

Mr.  George  Ranken  delivers  to  the  Council  a  list  of  the 
Record  Books  in  the  Chancery  Office ;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  entered. 

Commissions  issued  to  Jam£s  Murray,  appointed  Colonel ; 
John  Dickinson,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Joseph  Ennalls,  Jun., 
First  Major ;  Joseph  Richardson,  Second  Major,  and  Robert 
Gilmer,  Quartermaster,  of  the  Upper  Battalion  of  Militia  in 
Dorchester  County. 

Also,  to  Thomas  Ennalls,  appointed  Colonel ;  John  En- 
nalls, Lieutenant-Colonel;  Robert  Harrison,  First  Major; 
Thomas  Muse,  Second  Major,  and  Tliomas  Jones,  Quarter- 
master, of  the  Lower  Battalion  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  William  Traverse,  appointed  Captain  ;  John  As- 
Jcom  Traverse,  First  Lieutenant ;  Alexander  Tolly,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Phillips  Ferguson,  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  said  County,  called  the  Plymouth  Greens. 

Also,  to  Zacharias  Campbell,  appointed  Captain,  and 
Bartholomew  Ennalls,  Jan.,  Second  Lieutenant,  of  the 
Transqiwkin  Company  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Dr.  Thomas  Bourke,  appointed  Captain  ;  Eze- 
kiel  Vickers,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Fermin  Eccleston, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Nathaniel  Manning,  Ensign,  of  a 
Company  of  Militia  in  said  County,  called  the  Cambridge 
Blues. 

Also,  to  Thomas  Logan,  appointed  First  Lieutenant; 
James  SuUivane,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Pitt  Airey, 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said  County,  called  The 
New-Market  Blues. 

Copy  of  a  Letter,  No.  13,  was  sent  to  Mr.  William  Spear, 
of  Baltimore  Town. 

Instmctions  and  Sailing  Orders  were  given  to  Captain 
Thomas  Moore,  of  the  Brig  Fortune. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  John  Smith,  or  his  order,  one  thousand  Pounds,  agree- 
able to  an  order  of  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  Lux 
8f  Bowly  six  hundred  and  eighty-seven  Pounds  four  Shil- 
lings and  one  Penny,  for  clothing  of  the  Troops. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Dor- 
chester County,  respecting  Captain  Joseph  Robson's  Minute 
Company,  was  received,  and  answered. 


Ordered,  That  Messrs.  William  Lux  and  Daniel  Bowly 
deliver  to  Colonel  William  Smallwood,  or  his  order,  ail  the 
Cloth  and  Plu<>h  purchased  by  them  by  order  of  t\w  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  for  clothing  the  Regular  Troops  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas  two  hundred  Pounds,  cur- 
rency, on  account  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Felix  Lewis 
Massenbaugh  twenty  Pounds,  for  his  expense  in  attending 
the  late  Convention  and  this  Council,  and  for  his  services  as 
an  Engineer. 

Mr.  Felix  Lewis  Massenbaugh  was  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  of  Captain  Fulford's  Artillery  Company. 

Captain  Thomas  proposed  to  the  Council  to  procure 
Clothes  and  Blankets  for  his  Company,  the  Council  to  allow 
him  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  Pounds  five  Shillings  for  each 
suit  of  Clothes,  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  Shillings 
for  eveiy  Blanket ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  February  12,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  on  Saturday. 

Commissions  issued  to  Moses  Lecompt,  Jun.,  appointed 
First  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Joseph  Robson's  Minute  Com-' 
pany  in  Dorchester  County,  in  the  room  of  Henry  Keene, 
who  resigned,  and  to  Matthias  Traverse,  Second  Lieute- 
nant of  same  Company. 

A  Letter  was  received  from  Captain  Joseph  Robson,  con- 
cerning said  Commissioners,  and  answered. 

Ordered,  That  a  commissioned  officer  and  two  privates, 
of  Captain  William,  Hyde's  Company,  guard  the  Records 
from  the  City  of  Annapolis. 

And  further  Ordered,  That  a  commissioned  officer  and 
two  privates* 

Mr.  Richard  Ridgely  was  appointed  Assistant  Clerk  to 
the  Council  of  Safety,  and  qualified  before  Mr.  Jenifer  by 
taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  February  13,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  Members  as  yesterday ; 
also  Thomas  Smyth  and  Thomas  Bedingfeld  Hands,  Es- 
quires, who  were  qualified  before  Mr.  Jenifer,  by  taking  the 
oath  prescribed  by  the  Convention. 

A  Letter  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Baltimore  County,  about  Sulphur  and  Sail-Duck. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Charles  Wallace,  Paymaster  of  tbe 
forces  of  this  Province,  enter  into  Bond,  with  sufficient  se- 
curity, in  the  sum  of  four  thousand  Pounds,  currency,  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  trust. 

Commissions  issued  to  Thomas  Watkins,  appointed  Cap- 
tain ;  Thomas  Noble  Stockett,  Firet  Lieutenant ;  Samuel 
Watkins,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  William  Harwood,  En- 
sign, of  a  Company  of  Militia  belonging  to  the  South-River 
Battalion  of  Anne  Arundel  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  February  14, 1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Watkins  two  hundred  Poimds,  for  subsist 
aqd  advance  money  for  his  Recruits. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  James 
Hindman  three  hundred  Pounds,  to  subsist  and  provide  ne- 
cessaries for  his  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  15  was  sent  to  tlie  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Talbot  County ;  a  copy  of  Letter  No.  16  to 
Captains  James  Kent  and  William  Henry,  in  Virginia ;  and  a 
copy  of  No.  17  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Robert  Craig  five  hundred  Pounds,  common  money, 
•  Blank  here,  in  the  Original. 
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to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  John  Veazcy,  to  be  by 
hijn  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a  ton  of  GunjKJwder. 

Commissions  issued  to  Archibald  Anderson,  appointed 
First  Lieutenant  of  Captain  James  llindman^s  Independent 
Company,  of  regular  troops,  in  the  room  of  William  Golds- 
borough,  who  resigned,  and  to  Edward  Ilindman,  appointed 
Second  Lieutenant  of  said  Company. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  1 8  sent  to  Colonel  John  Veazey. 

Mr.  Robert  Craig  agreed  with  the  Council  to  load  the 
Brig  Blanche  with  country  produce,  for  tlie  importation  of 
Salt,  agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress. 

Copy  of  agreement  filed. 

Adjourned  till  next  day. 

Thursday,  February  15,  1776. 
Council  met.   Present  the  same  Members  as  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Hall. 

Commissions  issued  to  Abraham,  Simmons,  appointed  Cap- 
tain ;  Thomas  Tongue,  First  Lieutenant ;  Thomas  Morton, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Abeel  Hill,  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  belonging  to  the  South- 
River  Battalion. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messieurs  Samuel  and  Robert  Purviance  five  hundred  and 
lliirty-five  Pounds  eight  Shillings,  for  Canvass,  for  the  use 
of  the  forces  of  tliis  Province,  as  per  account. 

Mr.  Robert  Purviance  engages  with  the  Council  of  Safe- 
ty  to  return  to  them  the  four  hundred  and  twenty-four  yards 
of  Canvass  delivered  to  Mr.  Lux ;  also,  the  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  yards  delivered  for  the  Sloop  Hornet,  and  the 
one  hundred  and  forty-three  and  a  quarter  yards  delivered 
to  Mr.  Hugh  Young. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  St.  George  Peak  three  Pounds  nine  Shillings,  being  the 
amount  of  his  expense  to  Marlborough,  to  provide  a  house 
for  the  reception  of  the  Records. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Robert  Key 
three  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  for  Chests  for  the  said  Records. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  February  16,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday.    Mr.  Hall  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  William  Brown  eight  Pounds  two  Shillings  and  two 
Pence,  being  the  expense  of  guarding  the  Records  at  his 
house. 

Instructions  and  Sailing  Orders  were  given  to  Captain 
Francis  Speake,  of  the  Ship  John. 

Ordered,  That  the.  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messieurs  Jenifer  ^  Hooe  one  hundred  and  nine  Pounds 
twelve  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  being  the  balance  of  their 
account  with  the  Province,  as  per  account  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messieurs  John  Archer  ^  James  Harris,  or  their  order, 
three  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  their 
Linen  Manufactory,  in  Harford  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Robert  Reynolds 
two  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  three  cords 
of  Wood,  for  the  use  of  the  Council. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Commissions  issued  to  Thomas  Woolford,  Captain  of  the 
Sixth  Independent  Company,  of  regular  forces,  in  the  room 
of  Samuel  Barrett,  who  resigned ;  and  to  John  Eccleston, 
First  Lieutenant,  and  Hooper  Hudson,  Second  Lieutenant, 
of  said  Company, 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Patrick  Etving  eighty  Pounds,  on  account  of  Cap- 
tain Nathaniel  Ramsay's  Company. 

The  Council  agreed  this  day  with  Mr.  Samuel  Cummins, 
as-  Contractor  for  the  Rations  to  be  supplied  the  Battalion, 


and  Matross,  and  Independent  Companies,  raised  by  this 
Province,  at,  and  for  the  sum  of  eight  Pence  three  Far- 
things, common  currency,  in  bills  of  credit  issued  by  the 
Convention  of  this  Province,  each  Ration  ;  and  further,  that 
in  case  of  the  removal  of  any  magazine  of  provisions  from 
any  particular  ]>lace  where  the  said  Troops,  or  any  part  of 
them,  may  happen  to  be  stationed,  the  Council  of  Safety 
agree  to  have  the  same  removed  at  the  risk  and  expense 
of  the  publick,  as  well  as  all  carriage  by  land  from  the 
shore.  And  also  agree  to  advance  the  sum  of  four  thou- 
sand Pounds,  within  a  month  from  the  date  hereof,  and  one 
thousand  five  hundred  Pounds  within  two  weeks  from  the 
expiration  of  the  said  month,  to  said  Contractor,  against  any 
extraordinary  expense  or  loss  of  Provisions  that  may  happen 
from  seizure,  or  destruction  by  the  enemy  ;  unless  it  should 
be  occasioned  by  the  negligence  or  carelessness  of  the  said 
Contractor ;  and  to  settle  iiccounts  monthly. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  February  17,  1776. 
Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Carroll. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Charles  Wallace  fifteen  hundred  Pounds ;  and  that 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay  him  .five  hundred 
Pounds,  to  be  applied  occasionally  towards  discharging  the 
pay  of  the  forces  of  this  Province. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Peter  Adams  two  hundred  Pounds,  for  subsist 
and  advance  money  for  his  Recruits. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Thomas  Woolford  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  above  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  George  Strieker  four  hundred  and  thirty-two 
Pounds  sixteen  Shillings,  for  subsist  money,  and  to  purchase 
Rifles,  for  the  use  of  his  Company  of  Light  Infantry. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Harwood,  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Loan 
Oflice,  delivered  to  the  Council  a  copy  of  the  names  of  the 
principals  and  securities,  and  also  the  sums  due  on  Bonds 
in  sterling,  in  the  Loan  Office ;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
filed. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  John  BuUcn  sixteen  Pounds,  for  carting  the  Re- 
cords. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  February  19,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  Members  as  on  Satur- 
day, except  Mr.  Hall. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  Crackells  thirty  Shillings,  for  riding  express  from 
Marlborough  to  this  City. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  (No.  18)  was  sent  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety,  in  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  tlie  Paymaster  of  the  forces  of  this  Pro- 
vince pay  to  Lieutenant  Thomas  Goldsmith  fifteen  Pounds, 
on  account  of  Captain  Fulford's  Artillery  Company. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

A  copy  of  a  Letter  (No.  19)  was  sent  to  Gtutavm  Scott, 
Esquire,  of  Somerset  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  to  Captain  Barton 
Lucas  one  hundred  Pounds,  on  account  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  John  Youst  deliver  unto  Captain  Barton 
Lucas,  (for  training  his  men,)  or  his  order,  all  the  Muskets, 
&,c.,  which  he  has  made  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  and 
have  been  proved  by  Messieurs  Richard  Thompson  and 
Thomas  Richardson ;  and  transmit  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber he  shall  deliver  to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  a  Letter  be  sent  to  the  Supervisors  of  the 
Saltpetre  Works  in  this  Province,  respectively,  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit : 

Sir  :  The  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia have  been  kind  enough  to  offer  the  Council  of  Safety 
that  the  managers  of  their  publick  Saltpetre  works  should 
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instruct  any  persons  whom  we  might  recommend  to  them  for 
that  purpose ;  therefore,  should  you  find  any  difficulty  arise  in 
the  management  of  the  works  under  your  care,  you  may  (if 
you  think  proper)  apply  to  tiieir  managers  for  such  instruc- 
tions as  you  may  want. 

The  Council  of  Safety  is  very  desirous  of  knowing  what 
forwardness  the  works  under  your  management  are  in,  and 
request  you  would,  from  time  to  time,  communicate  to  them 
what  quantity  of  crude  nitre  you  expect  to  furnish  the  pub- 
lick  with. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  half  after  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  February  20,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday.     Mr.  Hall  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  William  Spear  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  Pounds 
twelve  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  being  the  balance  of  his 
accounts  with  the  Province,  as  per  account  filed. 

Commission  issued  to  Felix  Lucas  Massenbaugh,  appoint- 
ed Second  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Fulford's  Company  of 
Matrosses. 

Also,  to  Fielder  Bowie,  appointed  Captain  of  a  Company 
of  Militia,  in  Prince  George's  County,  belonging  to  the 
Eleventh  Battalion. 

Letter  received  from  Colonel  Sim,  of  Prince  George's 
County,  and  answered.     (Vide  No.  20.) 

Ordered,  That  the  Paymaster  pay  unto  Lieutenant  Ben- 
nett  Brano  one  hundred  Pounds,  on  account  of  Captain 
Rezin  BealVs  Company. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  according  to  ad- 
journment. 

Captain  Nathaniel  Smith  sent  to  the  Council  of  Safety 
a  copy  of  the  Enrollment  of  his  Company,  which  was  ex- 
amined with  the  original,  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Fulford  be  appointed  to 
prove  the  Cannon  to  be  furnished  by  Messieurs  Samuel  and 
Daniel  Hughes,  for  the  use  of  the  Province,  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of  Fre- 
derick County  furnish  him  with  Powder  sufficient  for  that 
purpose. 

A  copy  of  the  above  order  was  sent  to  Captain  Fulford, 
enclosed  in  a  Letter,  requesting  him  to  comply  therewith. 
(Vide  No.  21.) 

A  copy  of  a  Letter,  (No.  22,)  was  sent  to  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  February  81,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurers  be  directed  to  exchange 
the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province  for  any  sum  in  Gold  or 
Silver  Coin  that  may  be  lodged  with  them  by  the  several 
persons  appointed  to  collect  the  same,  to  comply  with  the 
resolve  of  Congress. 

Copies  of  Letter  No.  2.3  were  sent  to  the  Committees 
of  Observation  for  Worcester,  Dorchester,  Talbot,  and  Cal- 
vert Counties,  respectively. 

Mr.  Tilghman  has  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  February  22,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  the  same  as  yesterday,  except  Mr. 
Tilghman  and  Mr.  Hall. 

Commissions  issued  to  James  Tootell,  appointed  Captain, 
Philemon  Warfield,  First  Lieutenant,  Launcelot  Warfield, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Warfield,  Ensign,  of  a 
Company  of  Militia  in  Anne  Arundel  County. 

Also,  to  George  Watts,  appointed  Captain,  David  Kerr, 
First  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Mackubin,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 


Thomas  MuUilcen's  Company,  in  said  County,  all  belonging 
to  the  Severn  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Robert  Cummim  four  thousand  Pounds,  within  a 
month  from  the  16th  instant. 

In  consequence  of  the  Resolve  of  the  honourable  Con- 
vention, made  ax' Annapolis,  I8th  January  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  Records  oi  Anne  Arundel  County 
Court  be  removed  to-morrow  morning,  if  fair,  if  not,  the  first 
fair  day,  from  the  City  of  Annapolis  to  Mr.  Rezin  Gaither's 
house,  in  said  County,  and  there  committed  to  the  care  of 
one  of  the  Clerks  of  Mr.  John  Brice. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  24  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  of  this 
Province  in  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  February  23,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Jenifer, 
who  was  directed  by  the  Council  to  attend  Mr.  Johnson  on 
publick  business  at  Baltimore  Town.     Mr.  Hall  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Elie  Valktte  nine  Pounds  six  Shillings,  being  the 
expense  of  removing  the  Records  of  the  Commissary's  Of- 
fice. 

Messieurs  John  Shaw  and  Archibald  Chisholm  agreed 
with  the  Council  of  Safety  to  stock  the  Gun-barrels  made 
by  Mr.  Isaac  Harris  for  the  use  of  this  Province,  at  the 
price  the  same  are  done  in  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  deli- 
ver to  Messrs.  John  Shaw  and  Archibald  Chisholm  fifty  of 
the  Gun-barrels  left  with  him  by  Mr.  Laac  Harris,  to  be 
stocked  by  said  Shaw  and  Chisholm,  and  take  their  receipt 
for  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Thomas  Tillard  deliver  to  Mr. 
Isaac  Harris  three  barrels  of  Gunpowder  belonging  to  this 
ProvinCb,  to  be  by  him  brought  under  a  guard  to  the  City 
o{  Annapolis,  and  there  delivered  to  the  Council  of  Safety^ 
or  to  their  order. 

That  the  said  Isaac  Harris  be  empovVered  to  hire  a  cart,; 
and  one  or  more  horses,  as  also  to  employ  two  persons  to 
assist  him  in  bringing  said  three  barrels  of  Gunpowder  from 
Pig-Point  to  Annapolis,  and  to  be  a  guard  on  the  same. 

That  Colonel  John  Hall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed 
to  receive  the  Gunpowder  from  Isaac  Harris,  and  that  he 
take  care  that  the  same  be  stored  in  some  safe  place  in  the 
City  of  Annapolis ;  and  that  the  said  John  Hall  deliver  out, 
or  cause  to  be  delivered  out,  to  Isaac  Harris,  so  much  of  the 
said  Gunpowder  as  may  be  necessary  for  proving  the  Muskets 
now  made  or  making  by  him. 

That  Isaac  Harris  call  on  Mr.  Stephen  West,  and  request 
him  to  send  up  to  the  Councilof  Safety,  by  the  said  Harris, 
all  the  Gunlocks  and  Cutteau-Knives  now  in  his  possession, 
heretofore  agreed  for  by  Colonel  Smallwood. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock, 

Saturday,  February  24,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  John  Bullin  twenty-nine  Pounds  twelve  Shillings 
and  two  Pence,  for  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds 
of  Sulphur. 

A  Letter  was  received  from  Colonel  George  DashieUt 
and  answered.   (Vide  No.  25.) 

A  Letter  was  received  from  the  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence for  Queen  Anne's  County,  and  answered.  (Vide  No. 
26.) 

Also,  a  copy  of  a  Letter,  (No.  27,)  sent  to  Colonel  Peter 
Waters,  o(  Somerset  County. 

Commissions  issued  to  Plumer  JlWiams,  Captain,  Ben- 


Joshua  Cromwell,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said    jamin  Schoolfield,  First  Lieutenant,  Ebcnezer  Finley,  Se- 

County.  IT-      .       _    .     _      1  Til. ii7m: t:'-.:..^     -f  _   /^-„- 

Also,  to  Henry  Hall,  appointed  Captain,  John  Wor- 
thington,  (son  of  Brice,)  First  Lieutenant,  Nicholas  Wor- 
thington,  Jun.,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Gilbert  Ttiklhall, 
Ensisrn,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Absalom  Anderson,  appointed  Ensign  of  Captain 
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cond  Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Williams,  Ensign,  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  Somerset  County. 

Also,  to  William  Fountain,  Captain,  Daniel  Maddwc, 
First  Lieutenant,  Staughton  Maddux,  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Collin  Fountain,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in 
said  County,  both  belonging  to  the  Seventeenth  Battalion. 


1539 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY,  MARCH,  1776. 


1540 


A  Letter  was  received  from  Captain  James  Hindman,  and 
answered.    (Vide  No.  28.) 
Mr.  Hall  has  leave  of  absence. 
Council  adjourns  to  Baltimore  Town,  till  Monday  next. 

Baltimore  Town,  Monday,  February  26,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  on  Saturday  last,  except  Mr. 
Hall.     Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr.  Carroll  attended. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Treasurer  of  the  JVestemrShore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  John  Eccleston  thirty-five  Pounds,  on  account 
of  Captain  Thomas  IVoolford^s  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Edward  Veazey  two  hundred  Pounds,  for  sub- 
sist and  advance  money  for  his  Recniits. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Veazey 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  on  account  of  his  Com- 
pany. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  February  27,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  George  Matthews  and  Captain  Na- 
thaniel Smith  be  appointed  to  prove  the  Cannon  to  be 
furnished  by  Messrs.  Samiwl  and  Daniel  Hughes,  for  the 
use  of  the  Province ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick  County  deliver  to 
Mr.  Matthews  and  Captain  Smith,  or  either  of  them,  Pow-' 
der  sufficient  for  that  purpose  ;  the  order  of  the  20th  instant 
to  Captain  Fulford  being  superseded  by  reason  of  his  neces- 
sary attendance  here. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  February  28,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Instructions  and  Sailing  Orders  were  given  to  Captain 
George  I¥ise,  of  the  Brigantine  Nancy. 

A  Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  oi  Anne  Arundel  County, 
against  the  issuing  Commissions  to  the  Officers  of  Mr.  John 
Burgess's  Company,  which  was  referred  by  the  late  Con- 
vention to  the  Council  of  Safety,  was  read. 

And  thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  .same  be  _ taken  into 
consideration  on  Friday,  the  8th  of  March  next ;  and  that 
notice  be  given  to  the  parties  concerned  to  attend  the  Coun- 
cil, at  the  City  o(  Annapolis,  on  that  day. 

Summons  issued  to  Major  Henry  Ridgely  and  Mr.  John 
Burgess,  accordingly. 

Commissions  issued  to  Richard  Stringer,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, IVilliam  Spurrier,  First  Lieutenant,  Caleb  Horsey,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  and  Nicholas  Ridgely,  Ensign,  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  Anne  Arundel  County,  belonging  to  the 
Elkridge  Battalion. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  February  29,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  James  Huichinsrs  agreed  with  the  Council  to  load  the 
Schooner  Fanny,  James  Carmichael  master,  with  country 
produce,  for  the  importation  of  Salt,  agreeable  to  a  resolve 
of  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Doctor  Alexander  Stenhouse  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  Pounds  three  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  for  Medicines 
purchased  of  him  by  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  use  of  the 
forces  of  this  Province. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  Daniel 
and  John  McHenry  four  hundred  and  twenty-three  Pounds 
three  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  four  thousand  and  sixty- 
two  and  a  half  yards  of  Osnaburghs,  purchased  of  them  for 
the  use  of  the  regular  Troops  of  this  Province. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Daniel  and  John  McHenry  deli- 
ver to  Major  Gist  four  thousand  and  sixty-two  and  a  half 
yards  of  Osnaburghs,  purchased  of  them  by  the  Council  of 
Safety. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Robert  and  Samuel  Puniance 
deliver  to  Major  Gist  all  the  Canvass  now  in  their  posses- 
sion, purchased  of  Mpnsieur  Juge,  for  Tents,  by  the  late 


Convention;  and  that  he  procure  the  same  to  be  imme- 
diately made  up. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  March  I,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as"  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Gist  furnish  Captain  Fulford  with 
a  quantity  of  Cloth  sufficient  to  clothe  his  Company. 

Mr.  Richard  Ruxton  Moore,  now  appointed  Third  Lieu- 
tenant of  Captain  Fulford' s  Company  of  Matrosses.  Com- 
mission issued  to  him  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  William 
Smith,  and  David  Stewart,  pay  to  Messrs.  JVilliam  Lux  and 
Daniel  Bowly  twelve  hundred  and  two  Pounds  eighteen 
Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  being  the  balance  of  their  account 
with  the  Province,  in  consequence  of  an  adventure  by  the 
Schooner  Seafiower. 

Pemiit  was  granted  to  Messrs.  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun., 
William  Smith,  and  David  Stewart,  and  others,  concerned 
in  the  adventure  per  the  Schooner  Seafloiver,  to  export  the 
produce  of  this  Province  to  the  amount  of  four  iiundred  and 
eighty-nine  Pounds  and  five  Pence,  agreeable  to  a  resolution 
of  Congress. 

Doctor  George  Budd  was  appointed  Surgeon  of  the  Ship 
Defence,  and  Doctor  Nathan  Dorsey  Mate. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  March  2,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Commission  issued  to  Lilburn  Williams,  appointed  Third 
Lieutenant  of  Captain  Thomas  Fulford' s  Independent  Com- 
pany. 

Resolved,  That  Major  Gist  be  empowered  to  contract  for 
fifty  Camp-Kettles,  and  as  many  Hats  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  Battalion,  not  exceeding  seven  Shillings  each. 

Mr.  Hugh  Young  agreed  with  the  Council  to  load  the 
Schooner  Peggy  with  country  produce,  and  in  return  to  im- 
port Salt,  agreeable  to  a  resolution  of  Congress. 

Doctor  Charles  Frederick  Weiscnthal  was  appointed  Sur- 
geon of  the  Battalion. 

Commission  issued  to  George  Welch,  appointed  Ensign 
of  Captain  John  Coxe's  Company  of  Militia  in  Baltimore 
County,  in  the  room  of  David  McCleUan,  who  removed  out 
of  the  Province. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Westerns-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  David  Grant  six  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  for  the  use 
of  his  room  and  Doorkeeper. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  William 
Lux  one  thousand  Pounds,  currency,  on  account  of  the  Ship 
Defence. 

Adjourned  to  the  City  of  Annapolis,  till  Monday  next. 

Annapolis,  Monday,  March  4,  1776. 

Present  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Smyth,  and  Mr. 
Hands. 

A  sufficient  number  of  Members  to  compose  a  Council 
not  having  met,  they  adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  March  5,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present:  Mr.  Jenifer,  Mr.  Carroll,  Mr. 
Hall,  Mr.  Tilghman,  and  Mr.  Hands.  Mr.  Smyth  has  leave 
of  absence. 

Seven  o'clock  at  night. — The  Council  being  informed  by 
the  Pilot-Boats  stationed  to  gain  and  communicate  intelli- 
gence, that  a  Ship-of-War  was  making  up  the  Bay,  a  Letter 
was  immediately  sent  by  express  to  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation hr  Baltimore  County,  informing  them  thereof. 

A  Letter  was  also  sent  to  Colonel  John  Hall,  (vide  No. 
29,)  and  copies  of  the  Letter  No.  30  to  Colonels  Thomas 
Dorsey  and  John  Weems,  respectively. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  eight  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  March  6,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 
Ordered,  That  Captain  George  Strieker's  Company  of 
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Light  Infantry  immediately  marcii  to  their  station  at  the  City 
of  Annapolis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  Clerk  twenty  Pounds,  to  pay  expenses  and  for  other 
purposes  ;  and  that  he  render  an  account  thereof. 

Commissions  issued  to  James  Brice,  appointed  Captain, 
St.  George  Peak,  First  Lieutenant,  Frederick  Green,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  Nicholas  Maccuhbin,  Jun.,  Ensign,  of  an 
Independent  Company  in  the  City  of  Annapolis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Charles  Wallace,  Esquire,  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
currency,  for  money  advanced  by  him  to  Captain  Barton 
Lucas  for  inlistments  and  subsist  money,  on  his  producing 
said  Lucas's  receipt  for  that  sum,  and  lodging  the  same  with 
the  Treasurer. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  publick  service  requiring  that  the  Regular  forces  now 
in  Annapolis  be  armed  as  quick  as  possible. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  William  Hyde  deliver  up  to  Major 
Thomas  Price  the  eighty  stands  of  publick  Arms  now  in  the 

Possession  of  the  said  Captain  Hyde,  or  of  his  Company  of 
niitia,  together  with  all  things  belonging  to  the  said  eighty 
stands  of  Arms ;  and  that  a  receipt  be  given  by  the  said 
Major  Thomas  Price  for  the  same,  or  such  part  thereof  as 
may  be  delivered ;  and  that  said  Major  Thomas  Price  return 
a  list  to  the  Council  of  what  Arms  he  may  receive. 

Copies  of  Letter  No.  31  were  sent  to  the  several  Commit- 
tees of  Observation  for  Frederick  County,  respectively. 
Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  March  7,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Commissions  issued  to  Bennett  Combs,  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  James  Williams,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  St.  Mary's  County. 

Also,  to  William  Winters,  appointed  Captain,  George 
Dent,  Jun.,  First  Lieutenant,  Burdit  Hamilton,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  William  Barker,  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  Charles  County. 

Also,  to  William  McPherson,  appointed  Captain,  Peter 
Green,  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Green,  Jun.,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Leonard  Hambleton,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Benjamin  Philpot,  appointed  Captain,  Henry 
Dent,  First  Lieutenant,  Burford  Cottrell,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Philip  Marshall,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mili- 
tia in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Walter  Hanson,  (son  of  John,)  appointed  Cap- 
tain, Thomas  Semes,  First  Lieutenant,  Joseph  W.  Harri- 
son, Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Beale  Turner,  Ensign, 
of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  John  Hanson,  (youngest,)  appointed  Captain, 
Henry  Massey  Hanson,  First  Lieutenant,  Jam£s  Russell, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Griffin,  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Jonathan  Yates,  appointed  Captain,  Richard 
Hendly  Cants,  First  Lieutenant,  John  Neal,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Raphael  Boarman,  Jun.,  Ensign,  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Walter  Winter,  appointed  Captain,  Richard 
Bennett  Boarman,  First  Lieutenant,  Jonathan  Thomas, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Nehemiah  Gibbons,  Ensign,  of  a 
Company  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  lo  George  Swann,  appointed  Captain,  JohnGwinn, 
First  Lieutenant,  Michael  Stone,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
William  Lamar,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said 
County. 

Also,  to  Thomas  Hanson  Marshall,  appointed  Captain, 
George  Dent,  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  Ward,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  John  Grant,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia 
in  said  County. 

Also,  to  John  Muskett,  appointed  First  Lieutenant,  Wil- 
liam McCorkle,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Samuel  Stone, 
Ensign,  of  Captain  Robert  Sin7iitts's  Company  of  Militia 
in  said  County. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Price  immediately  collect  all  the 
Lead  in  Town,  and  particularly  the  Buckshot,  and  lodge 
the  same  in  tlie  Magazine. 


Mr.  Isaac  Harris  was  appointed  Armourer  to  the  Troops 
stationed  in  Annapolis. 

In  consequence  of  a  Letter  from  two  of  the  Deputies  of 
this  Province  in  Congress,  permission  ■was  given  to  Alexan- 
der Ross  to  pass  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  32  was  sent  to  the  said  Committee, 
in  consequence  of  the  above  permission. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Thomas  Charles  Williams  fy  Co., 
deliver  to  Major  JP?-tce,  or  his  order,  all  the  Gun-Flints  pur- 
chased from  them  for  the  use  of  the  Province. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Weems  immediately  march 
his  Battalion  to  South-River  Ferry,  and  quarter  them  there, 
part  on  this  and  part  on  the  other  side  of  the  Ferry ;  and 
should  the  Man-of-War  and  her  Tenders  attempt  any  land- 
ing there,  that  he  be  ready  to  repel  them. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  order  be  immediately 
despatched  to  Colonel  Weems  per  express. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  32  was  sent  by  express  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 

Copy  of  No.  33,  by  express,  to  Colonel  William  STnall- 
wood. 

Copy  of  No.  34,  by  express,  to  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation for  Prince  George's  County. 

Copy  of  No.  35,  by  express,  to  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation ior  Baltimore  County,  and  copy  of  No.  36,  per  express, 
to  Colonel  Thomas  Dorsey. 

Mr.  Carroll  was  requested  to  go  to  Baltimore  Town  to 
assist  in  the  necessary  preparations  there. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Rezin  BealVs  Independent  Com- 
pany be  stationed  one  half  of  them  at  Port-Tobacco,  in 
Charles  County,  and  the  other  half  at  Drum-Point,  in  Cal- 
vert County  ;  and  that  they  march  to  their  several  stations 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  37  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Calvert  County. 

Dr.  Michael  Wallace  was  appointed  First  Surgeon's  Mate 
to  the  Battalion. 

Commission  issued  to  William  Frazer,  appointed  Third' 
Lieutenant  of  Captain  James  Hindman's  Independent  Com- 
pany, in  the  room  o{  Pollard  Edmonson,  who  resigned. 

Friday,  March  8,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  CarroU. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  one 
thousand  Pounds,  currency,  on  account  of  Provisions  for  the 
Militia  now  in  Baltimore  Town. 

A  Letter  was  received  from  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion for  Baltimore  County,  and  answered.    (Vide  No.  38.) 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  39  was  sent  to  Brigadier-General 
Chamberlaine ;  and  a  copy  of  No.  40  to  Captain  James 
Hindman. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Thomas  Price  deliver  out  of  the 
publick  Magazine  to  Colonel  Rezin  Hammond,  forty  pounds 
of  Powder,  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds  of  Buckshot, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  Gun-Flints,  for  the  use  of  the 
Severn  Battalion,  to  be  safely  kept  by  him,  until  necessity  of 
going  into  actual  service  may  require  its  being  delivered  out 
to  the  Militia. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  41  was  sent  to  Colonel  Joshua 
Beall. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Pitt  and  Mr.  Middleton  keep  a 
good  look-out  in  the  Bay,  near  the  mouth  of  this  River,  and 
see  that  no  Vessel  pass  out  of  the  harbour,  or  from  below, 
to  the  mouth  of  Patapsco,  unless  they  have  licenses  so  to  da 
from  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Tillard  deliver  to  Colonel  John 
Weems,  or  his  order,  for  the  use  of  the  Province,  a  barrel  of 
Gunpowder  now  at  Pig-Point,  in  the  possession  and  under 
the  care  of  the  said  Tillard,  but  that  Colonel  Weems  do  not 
distribute  the  same  among  the  Companies  of  his  Battalion 
until  the  service  of  the  publick  makes  it  absolutely  requisite. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Richard  Hall  fifty-two  Pounds,  currency,  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  carting  the  Records.  .  . 
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Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
Petition  o(  Henry  Ridgdy  and  others,  was  referred  to  a 
future  day,  to  be  api)ointed  by  the  Council ;  the  Elkridge 
Battalion  being  ordered  on  duty  lo  Baltimore  Town. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Hyde  fifty-five  Pounds  one  Shilling  and  four 
Pence  half-penny,  for  three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eighty-one  pounds  of  Lead. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay  to 
John  Youst  two  Pounds  eleven  Shillings  and  seven  Pence, 
currency,  for  repairing  Guns. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Barton  Lucas  immediately  march 
his  Company  to  their  station  at  the  City  of  Annapolis. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  42  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Alexandria,  and  copy  of  Letter  No.  43  was  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia ;  copy  of  Letter  No.  44 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Carroll. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  March  9,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  45  was  sent  to  Mr.  CarroU,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  Letter  No.  46  to  Captain  Strieker. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  47  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Talbot  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Prince 
George's  County  deliver  to  Colonel  John  Weems,  or  his 
order,  one  barrel  of  the  Gunpowder  purchased  of  Mr.  West. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Price  deliver  to  Colonel  Weems 
two  hundred  Gun-Flints. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Tliomas  WoolfordJs  Independent 
Company,  of  regular  troops,  be  stationed  at  Cambridge,  in 
Dorchester  County. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  James  Hindman's  Company,  of 
regular  forces,  be  stationed  at  Oxford,  in  Talbot  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Dr.  Michael  Wallace  five  Pounds,  current  money,  for 
Lint. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  48  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Dorchester  County. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Gunby's  Independent  Com- 
pany, of  regular  troops,  be  stationed  at  Princess  Anne,  in 
Somerset  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Gunby  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  on  account 
of  his  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  49  was  sent  to  Captain  Gunby. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Weems  be  directed  to  order 
two  Companies  of  his  Battalion,  well  armed,  into  the  City 
of  Annapolis,  and  hold  the  rest  of  liis  men  ready  to  repel 
any  hostilities  that  may  be  attempted  against  any  part  of 
the  coast,  in  his  department,  by  the  Sloop-of-War  or  either 
of  her  Tenders,  who  are  now  off  the  mouth  of  the  River 
(Severn. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  50  was  sent  to  Mr.  Carroll,  and  the 
Committee  of  Observation  of  Baltimore  County. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Weems  be  directed  to  march 
the  remainder  of  his  Battalion,  now  at  London  Town,  and 
all  the  Militia  in  his  department  that  he  can  get  together 
who  have  not  appeared  there,  and  station  them  at  proper 
places,  to  guard  the  shore  where  the  Sloop-of-War  and  her 
Tenders  are  most  likely  to  attempt  landing. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Sunday,  March  10,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

A  Letter  from  Captain  Squires,  of  the  Otter  sloop-of- 
war,  to  his  Excellency  the  Governour,  together  with  his 
Excellency's  answer  thereto,  were  communicated  to  the 
Council ;  upon  which  a  copy  of  Letter  No.  51  was  sent  to 
his  Excellency  by  the  Council. 

Ati  Express  was  sent  to  Colonel  Thomas  Dorsey,  direct- 
ing him  to  discharge  the  Battalion  of  Militia  under  his  com- 
mand. 


Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County  one 
thousand  Pounds,  currency,  on  account  of  the  Fortifications 
there. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Gist  deliver  to  Lieutenant  John 
Stewart  one  hundred  Cartouch-Boxes. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Francis  Ware  send  fifteen  hun- 
dred weight  of  Lead  immediately  to  the  Committee  of  Bal- 
timore County. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  52  was  sent  to  Mr.  CarroU  and  the 
Baltimore  Committee. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  March  1 1,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Orders  were  sent  to  Brigadier-General  Chamberlatne  and 
Colonel  Beall,  respectively,  to  discharge  their  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  Clerk  twenty  Pounds,  currency,  for  expenses  and 
other  purposes. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  John  Weems  be  directed  to  march 
his  Militia,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  necessary,  to  repel  any 
attempt  that  now  is  or  may  be  made  by  the  Otter  Sloop,  or 
her  Tenders,  at  the  mouth  o{  Fishing- Creek,  as  also  to  be 
ready  to  assist  the  Calvert  Militia. 

Colonel  Ware  was  ordered  down  to  take  the  command 
of  the  Militia. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  53  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  in  Con- 
gress. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  March  12,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  54  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  of  Baltimore  County. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  55  was  sent  to  Captains  William 
Henry  and  James  Kent,  of  the  Minute  Companies*  in  Vir- 
ginia. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  March  13,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  Smyth  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Harford  County  four 
hundred  Pounds,  currency,  on  account  of  the  Minute  Com- 
panies there. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Thomas  Dorsey  two  hundred  Pounds,  currency, 
to  be  accounted  for. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Omensetter  thirty  Pounds,  cuiTency,  on  account  of 
his  contract  with  Mr.  Alexander. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  56  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Harford  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Rezin  Beall  the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds, 
currency,  on  account  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Charles  Wallace,  Esq.,  Paymaster,  four  thousand  Pounds, 
currency,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 
Mr.  Carroll  returned  from  Baltimore  Town. 

Mr.  Joseph  Marbury  was  appointed  Quartermaster  of  the 
Battalion  of  Regular  Troops. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  57  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Virginia. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  March  14,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Price  be  empowered  to  purchase  or 
contract  for  the  making  of  two  hundred  Rifles,  with  proper 
Powder-horns  and  Pouches. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
lo  Daniel  of  St.  Tfwmas  Jenifer,  Esq.,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  Pounds,  currency,  for  so  much  in  specie  by  him  paid 
to  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  Esq. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  James  Dick  the  sum  of  twenty-one  Pounds  and  nine 
Shillings,  for  Lead  and  Flints. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Robert  Townsend  Hooe  be  requested 
immediately  to  load  the  S\oo\)  Molly,  Captain  Conway,  with 
Tobacco,  Corn,  Flour,  and  Staves,  on  account  and  risk  of 
this  Province,  upon  the  best  and  most  reasonable  terms; 
and  that  he  apply  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  sailing  orders 
for  her  when  ready. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas's  Indepen- 
dent Company  be  stationed  at  Leonardtoum,  in  St.  Mary's 
County. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Watkins's  Independent 
Company  be  stationed  at  Snow-Hill,  in  Worcester  County ; 
that  one  half  of  Captain  Edward  Veazey's  Independent 
Company  be  stationed  in  Chestertown,  in  Kent  County,  and 
the  other  half  at  Blunt's  Warehouse,  on  Kent  Island,  in 
Queen  Anne's  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Robert  Townsend  Hooe  nine  hundred  Pounds,  cur- 
rency, on  account  of  the  above  adventure. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the 
Middle  District  o(  Frederick  County  send  two  thousand 
five  liundred  pounds  of  Lead  to  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation for  Charles  County. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Wells  seven  Pounds  seven  Shillings  and  seven 
Pence,  for  three  hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds  of  Beef, 
given  as  a  compliment  by  the  Council  of  Safety  to  Captain 
Boucher,  he  having  restored  five  Prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Joshua  Beall,  of  Prince  George's 
County,  deliver  to  Colonel  William  Smallwood,  or  his  order, 
thirty  barrels  of  Gunpowder  imported  in  the  Sloop  Molly, 
Thomas  Conway,  Master. 

Friday,  March  15,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Commission  issued  to  Samuel  Griffith,  appointed  First 
Lieutenant,  Richard  Finley,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  James 
Robinson,  Ensign,  of  Captain  William  Frisby's  Company 
of  Mihtia  in  Kent  County. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  William  Smallwood  be  empow- 
ered to  purchase  all  the  Blankets  and  Cloth  at  Bladens- 
burgh  and  Georgctovm,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  of  this 
Province,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  the  City  of  Anna- 
polis. 

Ordered,  That  James  Tibbet,  master  of  the  Brig  Wild 
Duck,  deliver  to  Mr.  William  Houston  two  thousand  pounds 
weight  of  Gunpowder,  and  all  the  Small-Arms  and  accou- 
trements thereto  belonging,  the  property  of  the  Province  of 
Maryland,  imported  in  said  Brig. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  58  was  sent  to  Mr.  Daniel  Bowly, 
of  Baltimore  Town. 

The  thanks  of  the  Council  were  delivered  by  the  Pre- 
sident to  Captain  Nicholson,  of  the  Ship  Defence,  f Vide 
No.  59.)  i-      J  K 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  60  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  of  this 
Province  in  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Adam  Lemaistre  two  hundred  Pounds,  currency,  for 
Medicine. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Thomas  Stone, 
Esq.,  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  his  deputation  to  the  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  March  16,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Jenifer. 

Commissions  issued  to  Robert  Bowie,  First  Lieutenant, 
William  N.  Dorsett,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Hoye, 
Ensign  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Prince  George's  County. 


Also,  to  William  Ringgold,  appointed  Captain,  Charles 
Cook,  First  Lieutenant,  Jaines  Stinson,  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  'Thomas  Bailey,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in 
Queen  Anne's  County. 

Commissions  issued  to  John  Costen,  appointed  Captain, 
John  Fisher,  First  Lieutenant,  Andrew  Sylvester,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Henry  Pratt,  Jun.,  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Commissions  issued  to  James  Boardley,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, John  Kent,  First  Lieutenant,  James  Earle,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Nathan  Brovm,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Nathaniel  Wright,  appointed  Captain,  George 
Hanson,  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Emory,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Peter  Ritch,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in 
said  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Nichols  five  Pounds,  currency,  for  two  and  a  half 
days'  Wagon-hire. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Lieutenant  John 
Stewart  two  hundred  Pounds,  currency,  on  account  of  Cap- 
tain Thomas's  Company. 

The  thanks  of  the  Council  were  sent  to  the  several  Bri- 
gadier-Generals, respectively.  (Vide  No.  61.) 

Resolved,  That  as  the  exigencies  may  sometimes  require 
that  the  Militia  should  be  called  into  service  before  it  can 
be  convenient  for  the  Brigadier-General  of  the  Upper  Dis- 
trict of  the  Eastern-Shore  to  receive  particular  orders  from 
the  Council  of  Safety  ;  and  as  no  Field-Officers  have  been 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  several  Battalions  of  Mili- 
tia in  Kent  County,  it  is  recommended  that  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  said  County,  until  Field-Officers  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  same,  direct  and  regulate  the  operations  of 
the  Militia  of  the  said  County,  in  repelling  any  sudden  at- 
tack or  invasion,  where  circumstances  will  not  admit  of  their 
applying  to  the  Council  of  Safety  or  Brigadier-General  of 
the  Upper  District  for  the  Eastern-Shore,  as  they  shall  think 
most  proper  for  the  defence  of  said  County ;  but  it  is  re- 
quested that  neither  the  said  Brigadier-General  or  the  said 
("ommittee  proceed  to  act  without  receiving  their  orders 
from  the  Council  of  Safety  or  the  said  Committee,  or  with- 
out having  their  instructions  from  the  Council  or  said  Briga- 
dier, where  the  circumstances  of  the  case  will  admit  an 
application  for  such  orders  or  instructions  without  hazard- 
ing the  publick  safety.  And  that  in  all  instances  where  the 
said  Brigadier  shall  act  without  particular  instructions,  that 
he  immediately  convey  intelligence  of  the  cause  and  manner 
of  their  proceedings  to  the  Council ;  and  where  the  said 
Committee  act  without  applying  to  the  Council  or  the  said 
Brigadier,  that  they  also  communicate,  with  tlie  utmost  de- 
spatch, the  cause  and  manner  of  their  proceedings  to  the 
Council,  as  well  as  to  the  said  Brigadier,  where  it  may  be 
conveniently  done.  And  the  Militia  of  the  said  County 
are  required  to  obey  all  such  orders  as  shall  be  made  by  the 
said  Brigadier  or  the  said  Committee  in  pursuance  of  this 
Resolve. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  62  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  in  Con- 
gress. 

The  gentlemen  appointed  the  21st  of  January  last  to 
make  a  Chart  of  the  Land  and  Water  at  the  mouth  of  this 
River,  specifying  the  width  and  depth  of  the  Channel  be- 
tween Horn-Point  and  Greenhiry' s  Point,  returned  a  Chart 
thereof,  and  delivered  the  same  to  the  Council ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sunday,  March  17,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

A  Letter  was  received  from  Mr.  Chambcrlaine,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Talbot  County,  and 
answered.  (Vide  No.  63.) 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  64  was  sent  to  Colonel  Thomas 
Wright. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay  to 
Major  Price  five  hundred  Pounds,  currency,  for  Rifles. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Mid- 
dle District  of  Frederick  County  deliver  to  Major  Price  fifteen 
hundred  Flints,  five  thousand  pounds  of  Lead  in  Bullets,  all 
the  Hangere,  Broad-swords,  and  Cutlasses ;  and  also  all  the 
Arms  belonging  to  the  Province  that  are  fit  for  service. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  WestcnirShore  pay 
to  Major  Gist  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  currency,  to 
be  accounted  for. 

Mr.  Hands  has  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  March  18,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Hands. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern- Shore  de- 
liver to  Mr.  Charles  Wallace  unsigned  Bills  of  Credit,  of  this 
Province,  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand  Pounds. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  65  was  sent  to  JViUiam  Hindman, 
Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Commissions  issued  to  Thomas  Williams,  appointed  First 
Major,  and  Thomas  Snowden,  Second  Major,  of  the  Twen- 
ty-Fifth Battalion  of  Militia  in  Prince  George's  County. 

Also,  to  Thomas  Richardson,  appointed  Captain,  Ralph 
Crabh,  First  Lieutenant,  and  William  Holmes,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

And,  also,  to  Basil  Waring,  the  3d,  appointed  Captain, 
and  William  D.  Beall,  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  said  County,  belonging  to  the  Twenty-Fifth  Bat- 
talion. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 
Mr.  Jenifer  attended. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Joshua  Beall,  oi  Prince  George's 
County,  deliver  unto  George  Mason  and  John  Dalton,  Es- 
quires, of  Fairfax  County,  Virginia,  or  their  order,  ten  bar- 
rels of  Gunpowder,  imported  in  the  Sloop  Molly,  Thomas 
Conway,  Master. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  66  was  sent  to  George  Mason  and 
John  Dalton,  Esquires. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  67  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Virginia,  and  copies  of  No.  68  to  the  Honourable 
George  Plater,  Esq.,  and  Brigadier-General  Dent,  respec- 
tively. 

Ordered,  That  a  Magazine  be  built,  at  the  publick  ex- 
pense, in  the  neighbourhood  of  Captain  James  TooteWs,  un- 
der the  inspection  of  John  Hall,  Esq.,  upon  the  following 
plan,  viz :  A  brick-house,  sixteen  feet  square,  with  a  pigeon- 
house  roof.  The  walls  to  be  two  bricks  to  the  first  floor,  and  a 
brick  and  a  half  afterwards ;  about  nine  feet  pitch ;  walls  to 
be  battened  with  wooden  blocks,  and  lathed  and  plastered  ; 
two  small  windows  with  iron  bars ;  one  door ;  two  small  Gen- 
try boxes  made  with  plank  on  end ;  an  iron  rod  to  prevent 
lightning  falling  on  the  Magazine. 

As  it  may  sometimes  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  this 
Province,  that  the  Militia  should  be  called  into  service  to 
repel  sudden  attacks  and  invasions  before  it  can  be  conve- 
nient for  the  Brigadiers-General  and  other  Field-Officers  to 
receive  particular  orders  from  the  Council  of  Safety : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That,  upon  such  exigencies,  the 
several  Brigadiers-General  may  call  out  and  direct  and  re- 
gulate the  operations  of  the  Militia  in  their  respective  Dis- 
tricts according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment ;  and 
that  the  other  Field-Officers,  where  circumstances  will  not 
admit  of  their  applying  either  to  the  Council  of  Safety  or 
tlieir  Brigadiers  for  orders,  have  the  like  powers  with  respect 
to  their  several  Battalions.  But  it  is  required  that,  in  all 
iastances  where  the  Brigadiers  shall  proceed  without  parti- 
cular orders,  they  immediately  convey  intelligence  of  the 
cause  and  manner  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Council  of 
Safety ;  and  where  the  other  Field-Officers  act  without  ap- 
plying to  the  Council  of  Safety  or  their  Brigadier,  that  they 
also  communicate  with  the  utmost  despatch  the  cause  and 
manner  of  their  proceedings,  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  as  well 
as  to  their  Brigadier,  when,  from  his  situation,  it  may  be 
conveniently  done.  And  the  Militia  are  required  to  obey 
all  such  orders  as  shall  be  made  by  the  Brigadiers,  or  other 
Field-Officers,  in  pursuance  of  this  resolve. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above  Resolve  be  sent  to 
the  several  Brigadiers-General  respectively,  requesting  them 
to  furnish  the  Colonel  of  each  Battalion  in  their  respective 
Districts  with  a  copy  thereof. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent 
County  send,  under  a  guard  of  a  commissioned  officer  and 
two  privates  of  Captain  Vcazey's  Company,  two  barrels  and 
a  half  of  Gunpowder,  out  of  the  Powder  received  from  Cap- 
tain Tibhet,  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Queen 
Anne's  County,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall 
appoint  to  receive  it ;  also  two  barrels  to  the  Committee 
of  Talbot  County ;  and  one  barrel  to  the  said  Committee, 
for  the  use  of  the  Committee  of  Caroline  County ;  and  four 
and  a  half  barrels  to  Mr.  Richard  Harrison,  of  Cambridge, 
for  the  use  of  Dorchester,  Somerset,  and  Worcester  Coun- 
ties. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Dor- 
chester County  send,  under  a  guard  of  a  commissioned  offi- 
cer and  two  privates  of  Captain  Woolford's  Company,  one 
barrel  of  Gunpowder  to  the  Committee  of  Worcester  Coun- 
ty, or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  they  shall  appoint  to 
receive  it. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Stephen  West  ninety-five  Pounds  eleven  Shillings 
and  one  Penny,  for  Gunlocks  and  Cutteau-Knives. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Queen  Anne's  County 
fifty-two  Pounds  and  ten  Pence,  currency,  to  reimburse  them 
for  the  expenses  incurred  in  arming  and  accoutring  Captain 
Kent's  Minute  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  69  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Queen  Anne's  County ;  and  copy  of  No.  70 
to  Mr.  Hugh  Young,  of  Baltimore  Town. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Patrick  Sim  thirty-nine  Pounds  thirteen  Shil- 
lings, for  Blankets  for  his  Company. 

Stephen  Gartrilt  and  James  Morris,  together  with  the 
charge  against  them,  being  sent  under  guard  to  the  Council, 
by  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Elkridge  Depart- 
ment of  Anne  Arundel  County, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Stephen  GartriU  and  James  Mor- 
ris be  committed  to  the  custody  of  Colonel  William  Small- 
wood,  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  March  30,  1776. 
Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  71  was  sent  to  Mr.  WiUiam  EnnaUs, 
of  Dorchester  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messrs.  William  Lux  and  David  Bowly  one  hundred 
and  ninety-one  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for 
clothing  for  the  Troops. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  72  was  sent  to  Colonel  John  Vea- 
zey,  of  Cecil  County. 

Ordered,  That  all  Vessels  loaded  with  country  produce 
on  account  and  risk  of  this  Province,  proceed  as  soon  as 
may  be  on  their  voyage,  agreeable  to  contract. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Balti- 
more County  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Council  of  Safety 
with  an  account  of  the  Gunpowder  and  chests  of  Arms  re- 
ceived by  them  from  the  northward,  and  also  of  the  Car- 
touch-boxes  delivered  the  Militia  upon  the  late  alarm,  and 
to  collect  and  lodge  them  in  the  Magazine  at  Baltimore 
Town  ;  also  to  j)rove  the  Cannon  offered  the  Committee  by 
Mr.  Hercules  Courtenay,  at  his  expense,  and  report  the  value 
and  condition  thereof  to  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  be  requested  to  send 
Stephen  GartriU  and  James  Morris,  under  a  guard,  imme- 
diately to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Commissions  issued  to  Timothy  McNemarra,  appointed 
Captain,  John  Stewart  McNemarra,  First  Lieutenant, 
Charles  Johnson,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Carwan, 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Dorchester  County. 

Also,  to  Benjamin  Keene,  appointed  Captain,  John  Keene, 
Jun.,  First  Lieutenant,  Richard  Tubman,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  John  Griffith,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in 
said  County. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Anne  Arundel 
County  having  been  read,  charging  Stephen  GartriU  during 
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the  time  Mr.  Richard  /ZaZ?  was  on  duty  at  BaJiimore  Town, 
with  endeavouring  to  seduce  said  Richard  Hall  from  his 
post ;  and  the  said  Stephen  Gartrill  having  been  called  upon 
and  heard  in  his  defence,  and  alleging,  in  excuse,  that  he 
was  requested  by  the  wife  of  the  said  Richard  Hall,  who 
had  lately  lost  her  child,  to  come  home,  and  that  he  had  no 
designs  inimical  to  the  people  of  this  Province, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Stephen  Gartrill  ask  pardon  for 
his  offence,  at  the  head  of  the  Elkridge  Battalion,  at  the 
time  of  their  next  meeting,  and  that  he  be  discharged  on  pay- 
ment of  one  moiety  of  all  expenses  attending  the  bringing 
him  down  to  Annapolis,  and  of  the  guard  staying  here. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  of 
Anne  Arundel  County  being  rea.d,  charging  James  Morris 
with  speaking  words  inimical  to  the  liberties  oi  Arnerica,  and 
that  he  was  suspected  of  other  high  and  dangerous  offences, 
and  the  said  Morris  being  called  upon  and  heard  in  his  de- 
fence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  James  Morris  give  security  for 
his  appearance  before  the  Committee  of  Observation,  on  the 
1st  Thursday  in  April  next,  and  for  his  good  behaviour  in 
the  mean  time ;  and  that  he  be  dismissed  for  the  present,  on 
complying  with  the  above  order,  and  paying  one  moiety  of 
all  expenses  attending  the  bringing  him  down  to  Annapolis, 
and  of  the  guard  staying  here. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  73  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Anne  Arundel  County. 

James  Morris,  recognized  to  the  Council,  in  the  sum  of 
twenty  Pounds,  and  three  securities  (Richard  Hall,  Alex- 
ander Molvilk,  and  Stephen  Gartrill)  in  the  sum  of  ten 
Pounds,  currency,  each,  for  the  appearance  otJam£s  Morris 
before  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Anne  Arundel 
County,  on  the  1st  Thursday  in  April  next,  and  for  his 
good  behaviour  in  the  mean  time. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  of  Henry  Ridgely  and  others, 
against  issuing  Commissions  to  the  Officers  of  Captain  John 
Burgess's  Company,  be  taken  into  consideration  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  3d  day  of  April  next,  and  that  notice  be  given 
to  the  parties  to  attend  the  Council  on  that  day. 

Notice  was  given  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Joseph  Rohson,  of  Dorchester 
County,  deliver  to  Captain  Thomas  Woolford  ten  Muskets, 
with  the  accoutrements  thereto  belonging,  the  property  of 
this  Province,  which  were  received  from  the  Committee  of 
Kent  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Thomas  Woolford  fifty-five  Pounds  thirteen  Shil- 
lings and  nine  Pence  for  Blankets,  for  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Fluke  eight  Pounds  five  Shillings,  for  wagonage. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  John  Brice  fifty-five  Shillings,  for  Walnut  Plank. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Gassaway  eleven  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for 
four  hundred  and  fifty-three  pounds  of  Lead. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  March  21,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  73  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Queen  Anne's  County. 

A  Letter  was  received  from  the  Committee  of  Obser- 
vation for  Dorchester  County,  and  answered.  (Vide  No. 
74.) 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Caro- 
line County  be  requested  to  send  to  the  Committee  of  Tal- 
bot County  for  a  barrel  of  Gunpowder  lodged  with  them  for 
the  use  of  Caroline  County,  and  tliat  a  commissioned  officer 
of  tlie  Militia  guard  the  same,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  East- 
ern-Shore pay  the  expense  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  William  Harrison  five  hundred  Pounds,  cur- 
rency, on  account  of  Captain  Veazey's  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Thomas 
Woolford  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  currency,  on  ac- 
count of  his  Company. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 


Copy  of  Letter  No.  73  was  sent  to  the  Committees  of 
Observation  for  Somerset  and  Worcester  Counties,  mutatis 
mutandis. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  deliver  to  Lieutenant 
William  Harrison  two  bolts  of  Osnaburghs  for  the  use  of 
Captain  Veazey's  Independent  Company. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  deliver  to  Captain 
Thomas  Woolford  twenty  pieces  Osnaburghs,  fifty  Cartouch- 
boxes  and  Belts,  thirty-one  French  Muskets  and  Bayonets 
with  Slings,  and  half  a  ream  of  Cartridge-paper.  The  Os- 
naburghs to  be  equally  distributed  between  the  Captains 
James  Hindman,  John  Gunby,  John  Watkins,  and  Thomoi 
Woolford,  for  the  use  of  their  respective  Companies. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Thomas  Woolford  be  empowered 
to  contract  for  the  making  as  many  Bayonets  and  Scab- 
bards as  may  be  necessary  for  such  of  the  Muskets  in  the 
hands  of  his  Company  as  are  not  already  fitted  with  them. 

The  Council  contracted  with  Edward  Timmins  for  the 
making  of  steel  Ramrods,  at  five  Shillings  each. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  March  22,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  CarroU. 
The  Council  contracted  with  Isaac  Harris  to  make  two 
hundred  steel  Ramrods,  at  three  Shillings  and  nine  Pence 
each. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  deliver  to  Lieutenant 
John  Stewart  fifty  stand  of  French  Arms,  four  bolts  Osna- 
burghs, and  half  a  ream  of  Cartridge-paper,  for  the  use  of 
Captain  John  Allen  Thomas's  Independent  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  75  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Talbot  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Captains  of  the  several  Independent 
Companies,  and  also  the  Captains  of  the  Artillery  Compa- 
nies, render  a  particular  accoimt  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
Moneys  supplied  them  for  the  use  of  their  respective  Com- 
panies, up  to  the  3d  day  of  April  next. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  76  was  sent  to  Captain  John  AUen 
Thomas. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Kent  County,  or  tlieir 
order,  their  account  of  expenses  for  sending  Powder  and 
Arms  to  Queen  Anne's,  Talbot,  and  Dorchester  Counties,  as 
well  as  the  expense  of  the  carriage  of  Powder  and  Arms 
ordered  to  be  sent  from  Philadelphia  to  Chestertoum,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Huston. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  77  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  (or  Kent  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  Moses  Chaille  three  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
currency,  on  account  of  Captain  Watkins' s  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  78  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  of  this 
Province  in  Congress ;  and  copy  of  No.  79  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  Charles  County. 

Mr.  Charles  Wallace  produced  and  delivered  to  the  Coun- 
cil unsigned  Bills  of  Credit,  to  the  amount  of  six  thousand 
Pounds"  currency,  which  he  was  ordered  to  bring  icom  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Eastern^Shore. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Western-Shore. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  80  was  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of  Fred- 
erick County. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Silas  Hoivell,  William  Sellars,  and  John  Wilson,  (whose 
vessel  was  taken  from  them  in  Chesapeake  Bay  by  the  Otter 
sloop-of-war,)  thirty  Shillings  each,  to  pay  their  expenses 
to  Philadelphia. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  March  23,  1778. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 
Copies  of  Letter  No.  81  were  sent  to  Doctors  Ephraim 
Howard  and  Samuel  Coale,  respectively. 
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Mr.  Nicholas  Moore  was  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Captain  John  Fulford's  Company  of  Matrasses,  in  tlie  room 
of  Mr.  Felix  Lewis  Baron  Masaenbangh,  who  resiirned  ;  and 
Mr.  WiUiam  Campbell,  Third  Lieutenant  of  said  Company, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Moore. 

Commissions  issued  to  tliem  accordingly. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  82  was  sent  to  each  Committee  of 
Observation  in  the  Province. 

Upon  application  of  Robert  Lee,  a  person  inlisted  by  a 
Sergeant  of  Captain  Thomas's  Company, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  discharged  on  his  returning  his  in- 
listment  and  subsist  money. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messrs.  Thomas  Charles  Williams  &f  Co.  twenty-two 
Pounds  four  ShiUings  and  six  Pence,  for  Lead,  &ic.,  as  per 
account. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Stone 
fifty  Pounds,  on  account  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Ful- 
ford  two  hundred  Pounds,  on  account  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Oliver  Whee- 
don  six  Pounds  seventeen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  stock- 
ing eleven  Muskets. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  83  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Kent  County ;  and  copy  of  No.  84  to  Mr. 
Stephen  West. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  March  25,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  on  Saturday. 

Commissions  issued  to  Baruch  Duckett,  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Joseph  Carleton,  Ensign,  of  Captain  Basil 
Waring' s  Company  of  Militia  in  Prince  George's  County. 

Copies  of  Letter  No.  85  were  sent  the  Honourable  George 
Plater,  Esq.,  and  Brigadier-General  Dent,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messrs.  Nicholas  Maccubbin  ^  So7i  thirty-three  Pounds 
seven  Shillings,  currency,  for  Shoes  for  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Isaac  Harris 
twelve  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  per  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Hugh  Young 
eighty-five  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  seven  Pence,  being 
the  balance  of  his  account  in  consequence  of  the  adventure 
of  the  Biig  Nancy. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  March  26, 1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  86  was  sent  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of  Frede- 
riclc  County ;  and  copy  of  No.  87  to  Mr.  Daniel  Hughes. 

Commissions  issued  to  Aaron  Riggs,  appointed  Captain, 
George  Cullam,  First  Lieutenant,  BrockMockbee,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Nathan  Linthicum,  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  the  Lower  District  o(  Frederick  County. 

Also,  to  Richard  Smith,  appointed  Captain,  Walter  White, 
First  Lieutenant,  George  Norris,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Thomas  Hayes,  Ensign,  of  a  Cadet  Company  of  Militia  in 
said  District  of  said  County. 

Also,  to  John  Adlum,  appointed  Captain,  John  Furger- 
son,  First  Lieutenant,  Christian  Weaver,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Thomas  J?ea<<y,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia 
in  the  Middle  District  of  said  County. 

Also,  to  Peter  Mantz,  appointed  Captain,  Adam  Grash, 
First  Lieutenant,  Peter  Adams,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Nicholas  White,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said 
District  of  said  County. 

And  to  William  Ritchie,  appointed  Quartennaster  of  the 
Thirty -Third  Battalion  of  Militia,  Frederick  County. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  88  was  sent  to  Colonel  Joshua  Beall, 
of  Prince  George's  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Beriah  Maybury  twenty-three  Shillings  and  six  Pence, 
for  expenses  incurred  in  sounding  the  depth  of  the  River  be- 
tween Greenbury's  Point  and  Horn-Point. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  89  was  sent  to  Captain  Burgess, 
near  Antittam,  Frederick  County. 


Ordered,  That  Captain  Burgess  be  appointed  to  prove 
the  Cannon  to  be  supplied  by  Messrs.  Samuel  and  Daniel 
Hughes ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the 
Middle  District  of  Frederick  County  deliver  to  the  said 
Captain  Burgess  Powder  sufficient  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay- 
to  Colonel  Joshua  Beall  thirty  Pounds,  to  be  accounted  for. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  90  was  sent  to  Colonel  Zadock  Ma- 
gruder,  of  Frederick  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  March  27,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present, as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  James  Dick  twenty  Pounds  seventeen  Shillings  and 
six  Pence,  for  three  and  a  half  barrels  of  Powder,  purchased 
of  Mr.  John  Buchanan. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Robert 
Crnig  thirty-two  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  for  repairing  a 
Musket. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  David 
Henness  fifty  Shillings,  for  the  carriage  of  nineteen  Muskets 
from  Fredericktown  to  Annapolis. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Jam^s  Thomas, 
(a  pei-son  in  distress,  occasioned  by  the  seizure  of  his  vessel 
at  Cape-Fear,  in  North-Carolina,)  thirty  Shillings. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  91  sent  to  Mr.  John  Youst. 

Mr.  Tilghman  transmits  to  the  Council  a  Resolve  of 
Congress,  dated  March  14th,  1776.  relative  to  the  disarm- 
ing Non-Associates,  and  persons  disaffected  to  the  cause  of 
America. 

Thereupon,  it  is  Ordered,  That  copies  thereof  be  sent 
to  the  several  Committees  of  Observation  in  each  County 
and  District  in  this  Province,  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  David  Love  be  appointed  Chap- 
lain to  the  Battalion  of  Regular  Troops  raised  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  Province  and  liberties  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  all  the  Small-Arms  now  at  Baltimore 
Town,  belonging  to  the  publick,  and  not  delivered  out  to  the 
Troops  stationed  there,  be  immediately  sent  by  water  under 
a  guard  to  Chestertotvn,  for  the  use  of  the  Independent  Com- 
panies on  the  Eastern-Shore  side  of  the  Bay ;  and  that  the 
Muskets  imported  in  Captain  Tibbet,  and  now  in  Baltimore 
Town,  or  on  the  way  thither,  be  included  in  this  order. 

Also  Ordered,  That  four  hundred  and  thirty-four  Car- 
touch-boxes,  Belts,  Bayonet-belts,  and  Slings,  one  ton  of 
Gunpowder,  and  four  tons  of  Lead,  be  sent  to  Chestertovm, 
for  the  use  of  the  Militia  and  Independent  Companies  on 
the  Eastern-Shore  side  of  the  Bay ;  and  that  the  Powder  be 
taken  out  of  the  publick  stock  now  at  Baltimore  Town, 
and  the  Lead  out  of  the  quantity  imported  in  Captain 
Tibbet,  and  now  arrived  in  Baltimore  Town,  or  on  the 
way  thither. 

That  Major  Gist  be  requested  to  assist  Captain  ;SVo?ie  in 
having  the  above  order  fully  executed ;  and  that  Captain 
Nicholson's  Pilot-Boat  Tender  convey  the  vessel  transport- 
ing the  same  to  the  mouth  of  Chester  River,  with  instruc- 
tions to  land  the  same  at  Rock-Hall,  Worton,  or  some  con- 
venient place  higher  up  the  Bay,  in  case  of  danger. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  92  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  March  28,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  John  Thomas  Boucher,  of  the  Ship  Defence,  having 
signified,  by  letter  to  the  Council,  his  desire  of  resigning  his 
Commission,  the  same  was  accepted,  and  a  copy  of  Letter 
No.  93  was  thereupon  sent  to  him. 

Ordered,  That  Dr.  Charles  F.  Weisenthal  be  requested 
to  purchase  for  the  use  of  the  regular  service  of  this  Province, 
thirty  pounds  of  Jesuits'  Bark,  two  pounds  of  Cantharides, 
one  pound  of  Sponge,  and  four  ounces  of  Opium. 

Ordered,  That  Doctor  Charles  F.  Weisenthal  be  paid 
by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  four  Pounds  two 
Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  a  Medicine  Chest. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  John  Omen- 
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setter  one  hundred  and  nlnety-Sve  Pounds,  for  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  Cartouch-boxes,  Bayonet-belts,  and 
Gun-straps. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  94  was  sent  to  Mr.  CarroU. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith  eight  Pounds  thirteen  Sliillings 
and  ten  Pence,  to  defray  his  expenses  to  Antietam,  to  prove 
the  Cannon  made  by  Messrs.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes ; 
and  six  hundred  and  forty-three  Pounds  two  Shillings,  the 
balance  of  his  general  account,  to  the  3d  of  April  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Gilbert 
Middleton  four  Pounds,  currency,  in  part,  for  providing  for 
Colonel  HaWs  Battalion  of  Militia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  TVilliam 
Lux  one  thousand  Pounds,  on  account  of  the  Fortifications 
erecting  at  Baltimore  Town. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Jl^Uiam 
Lux  six  hundred  Pounds,  on  account  of  the  Ship  Defence. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  March  29,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  95  was  sent  to  Messrs.  John  Hanson, 
Charles  Beatty,  and  James  Johnson,  Frederick  County ;  and 
copy  of  No.  96  to  Colonel  Joshua  Beall,  of  Prince  George's 
County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  Smyth,  Esquire,  thirty-five  Pounds  sixteen  Shil- 
lings, for  forty-nine  days'  attendance  as  a  Member  of  this 
Council,  and  for  thirty  Shillings  by  him  paid  for  the  carriage 
of  Gunpowder,  fee,  as  per  account. 

Mr.  Smyth  has  leave  of  absence. 
Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  March  30,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Hall. 

Commissions  issued  to  Joseph  Walker,  appointed  First 
Lieutenant  of  Captain  Elisha  Riggs's  Company  of  Militia 
in  Anne  Arundel  County,  in  the  room  of  John  Marriot, 
deceased,  and  to  Aquila  Randall,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Nathaniel  Roings,  Ensign,  of  said  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  97  was  sent  to  Captains  James  Kent 
and  William  Henry,  Northampton  County,  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  be 
requested  immediately  to  send  by  express  the  Letter  directed 
to  Captains  Kent  and  Henry,  together  with  three  hundred 
Pounds,  currency,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  march  to 
their  respective  Counties. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  order,  together  with 
the  Letter  above-mentioned,  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  April  1,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  on  Saturday,  except  Mr. 
Smyth. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Michael  Gratz  eighty-nine  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings,  for 
Blankets. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  John  King  four 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  for  going  express  to  Antietam  Forge. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  99  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Baltimore  County ;  copy  of  No.  100  to 
Messrs.  Baker  Johnson  and  Charles  Beatty;  and  copy  of 
No.  101  to  the  Committee  of  Talbot  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  April  2,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  yesterday.  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr. 
Carroll  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Robert  Cummins  fifteen  hundred  Pounds. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  John  Camp- 
bell three  Pounds  for  Nails. 


Copy  of  Letter  No.  109  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  St.  Mary's  County,  and  copy  of  No.  103  to 
Captain  John  Allen  Thomas. 

Commission  issued  to  Matthew  Talbot,  appointed  Ensign 
of  Captain  Stewart's  Company  of  Militia  in  Harford 
County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  April  3,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Samuel  Smith  two  hundred  and  thirty-three 
Pounds  nineteen  Shillings  and  seven  Pence,  currency,  being 
the  balance  of  his  general  account  to  the  3d  of  April. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  104  was  sent  to  Captain  Rezin  Beall, 
and  copy  of  No.  105  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Baltimore  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  April  4,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 
Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Mr. 
Isaac  Harris  five  pounds  of  Powder  to  prove  Muskets. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Lancelot  Jacques  twenty-five  Pounds  fifteen  Shil- 
lings, for  six  half  faggots  of  Steel,  and  eight  hundred  and 
eight  pounds  of  Bar  Iron. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  George 
Strieker,  for  the  use  of  Mr.  George  Baw,  ten  Pounds,  cur- 
rency, for  wagonage  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds 
of  Lead  from  Frcdericktotmi  to  Port-Tobacco. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  James  'Footell  fifty  Pounds,  currency,  on  account 
of  the  new  Magazine. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  George  Strieker  four  hundred  and  six  Pounds 
one  Shilling  and  one  Penny,  being  the  balance  of  his  gene- 
ral account  to  the  3d  of  April. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Henry  Yost  and  Mr.  John  Unseld 
deliver  to  Captain  George  Strieker  all  the  Muskets  and 
Bullet-moulds  which  are  now  finished  by  them  for  the  use 
of  the  Province. 

On  hearing  the  Petition  of  Henry  Ridgely  and  others, 
against  the  choice  of  Officers  made  by  the  Company  under 
the  command  of  Captain  John  Burgess, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  rejected  ;  and  that  Commis- 
sions be  made  out  to  those  persons  of  said  Company  who 
were  chosen  by  the  people  on  the  9th  day  of  September  last, 
as  Captain,  First  and  Second  Lieutenants,  and  Ensign. 

Commissions  issued  accordingly  to  John  Burgess,  elected 
Captain,  Davidge  Warfield  First  Lieutenant,  Basil  Bur- 
gess Second  Lieutenant,  and  William  Simpson  Ensign. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
the  Middle  District  of  Frederick  County  against  Robert 
Gassaway,  together  with  the  charge  against  said  Robert 
Gassatvay,  were  laid  before  the  Council,  and  read,  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit: 

"  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the 
Middle  District  of  Frederick  County,  on  April  1,  1776 : 

"  Mr.  Robert  Gassaway,  according  to  order,  being  brought 
before  the  Committee,  in  custody  of  Captain  Philip  Smith, 
the  charge  exhibited  against  him  (a  coi)y  whereof  is  here- 
with sent)  was  read ;  and  he  was  informed  by  the  Chairman 
that  the  Committee  would  hear  anything  he  had  to  say  in 
negation  or  mitigation  of  said  offence.  The  said  Mr.  Robert 
Gassaway  acknowledged  the  allegations  to  be  substantially 
true,  and  offered  nothing  in  mitigation  of  the  charge^ 

"  The  Committee  then  taking  into  consideration  the  charge 
exhibited  and  proved  against  Mr.  Robert  Gassaway,  by  his 
own  confession,  and  being  of  opinion  that  his  offence  is  of  a 
high  and  dangerous  nature,  and  that  his  behaviour  tended, 
as  far  as  his  influence  would  extend,  to  disunite  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Province  in  their  present  opposition, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  Robert  Gassaway  be  immed'ate- 
ly  sent  to  the  Council  of  Safety,  at  Annapolis,  under  a  guard 
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of  four  men  ;  and  that  Captain  Philip  Smith,  and  three  men 
to  be  procured  by  him,  be  a  guard  for  that  purpose. 
"  Per  order.  John  Hanson,  Jr.,  Chairman." 

The  following  is  the  charge  exhibited  against  him  : 
"  On  the  26th  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
'dred  and  seventy-six,  at  a  meeting  of  Captain  Valenline 
Creagar  and  Philip  Smith's  Companies  of  Militia,  the  said 
Hobert  Gassatvau,  when  at  exercise  as  a  private  man,  in 
Captain  Sniitlis  Company,  stepped  out  of  his  rank,  and  pub- 
lickly  and  loudly  declared,  before  the  aforesaid  two  com- 
panies, and  in  the  presence  of  several  other  spectators,  that 
It  was  better  for  the  poor  people  to  lay  down  their  anns, 
and  pay  the  duties  and  taxes  laid  upon  them  by  the  King 
and  Parliament,  than  to  be  brought  into  slavery,  and  to  be 
commanded  and  ordered  about  as  they  were.  He  was  asked 
who  he  meant  had  brought  the  people  into  slavery.  He 
said  it  was  a  parcel  of  great  men  ;  that  at  firet  they  destroyed 
the  tea  at  Boston,  and  then,  knowing  they  had  done  wrong, 
did  not  know  what  they  should  do  to  save  themselves  ;  there- 
fore ordered  all  America  to  be  brought  under  arms,  and  say. 
Now,  my  brave  boys,  fight  away,  (clapping  his  hands  to  his 
neck,)  for  fear  their  necks  would  be  stretched  ;  that  this  was 
only  done  to  save  themselves,  when  they  had  done  wrong, 
and  were  in  fear  of  suffering  for  it. 

"Mr.  Gassaway  was  told  that  this  was  only  his  own 
opinion,  and  that  he  had  better  keep  it  to  himself.  He 
(Gassaway)  said  he  was  satisfied  he  was  right ;  and  further 
said,  the  best  way  was  for  the  people  to  lay  down  their 
arms  and  petition  the  Congress  to  petition  the  King  and 
Parliament ;  and  if  the  Congress  would  not  do  it,  then  the 

{)eople  ought  to  petition  the  King  and  Parliament  themselves, 
etting  them  know  that  they  had  laid  down  their  arms  ;  that 
this  was  the  best  method  of  having  a  reconciliation ;  and 
furtlter  said,  he  wished  the  eyes  of  the  multitude  were  open- 
ed. That  Mr.  Gassaway  had  been  told  of  this  misbehaviour 
some  time  afterwards,  and  been  advised  to  retract  and  make 
proper  concessions  ;  that  he  then  repeated  his  opinion,  and 
declared  he  was  right." 

Robert  Gassaway,  being  brought  before  the  Council  of 
Safety,  and  having  satisfied  them  that  he  had  signed  the 
Association,  and  had  duly  enrolled  himself  in  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  Frederick  County ;  and  at  the  same  time  having 
acknowledged  that  he  had  greatly  misconducted  himself, 
and  was  sorry  that  it  should  be  thought  he  would  do  any- 
tliing  to  disunite  the  people  of  this  Province,  and  having 
promised  that  he  would  be  very  careful  of  his  words  and 
actions  for  the  future. 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  he  acknowledge  that  he 
was  guilty  of  an  offence  that  might  have  been  of  dangerous 
consequences,  and  ask  pardon  at  the  head  of  Captain  Smith's 
Company;  and  upon  payment  of  all  expenses  attending  the 
guard,  and  otherwise  complying  with  the  above  Resolve, 
that  he  be  discharged  from  custody.* 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  106  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  April  5,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Permit  was  granted  to  William  Logan  to  pass  with  his 
Vessel  and  a  cargo  of  goods  to  Hohbs's  Hole,  in  the  Colony 
of  Virginia,  he  having  taken  the  customary  oath  that  he 
will  not  carry  any  letters  or  communicate  any  intelligence, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  person  or  persons  inimical  to 
America. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Charles  County  three 
hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  them  to  procure  Blankets  and 
provide  subsistence  for  Captain  Rczin  BeaWs  Independent 
Company. 

Permit  granted  to  Captain  Leybume  to  go  to  Baltimore 
Town. 

*  I  (onfess  that  I  am  sorry  to  think  that  I  should  have  said  anything 
that  should  have  given  any  person  reason  to  think  that  it  was  my  desire 
to  dinunile  the  people,  and  acknowledge  my  error  in  so  doing,  and  do 
promise  for  the  lime  to  come  to  behave  myself  carefully  in  the  cause  of 


America. 


Robert  Gassiwat. 


'So  the  Jionourable  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Martjlanil. 


Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  William  Tillard,  Quartermaster  of  the  South-River  Bat- 
talion, twenty-one  Pounds  five  Shillings  and  three  Pence, 
on  accoiuit  of  the  said  Battalion  when  on  duty. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Naval  Officers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  Pi-ovince  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Dollars  per  Month.  Dollars  per  Jilonth. 

Captain Gunner's  Mate 

Lieulenanls duaner-Gunner 

Masier Armourer 

Male Carpenter 

Second  Male Cuciper 

Midshipman Sleward 

Capiain'r*  Clerk Purser 

Cluarlt  rmasier Cook 

Boatswain Seamen  (able-bodied) 

First  Male Surfreon 

Secdnd  Male Surgeon's  Mate 

Yenman Chaplain 

Coiswain Piloi,aci--ording  othe  usual  rates 

Sailmaker when  absoluiely  necessary. 

Gunner '. 

The  Commander  to  give  such  further  gratuity  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

Commission  issued  to  John  Nichobon,  appointed  First 
Lieutenant  of  the  Ship  Defence,  in  the  room  of  John  Thomas 
Boucher,  who  resigned  ;  also,  to  Aquila  Johns,  appointed 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  John  Bonnell,  Master,  of  said  Ship. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern- Shore  pay 
to  Captain  James  Hindman  thirty  Pounds  eight  Shillings 
and  six  Pence,  being  the  balance  of  his  general  account  to 
the  5th  of  April. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  James 
Hindman  one  hundred  Pounds,  to  purchase  Blankets  for 
his  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  1 07  was  sent  to  Captains  James  Kent 
and  William  Henry,  Virginia ;  and  a  copy  of  No.  1 08  to 
Mllliam  Hindman,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern- Shore. 

Ordered j  That  Major  Gist  send  to  the  Council,  under  a 
guard  of  a  commissioned  officer  and  six  privates,  ten  barrels 
of  Musket  Gunpowder,  out  of  the  Magazine  at  Baltimore 
Town  ;  also,  all  the  spare  Gunlocks  and  Blankets,  one  hun- 
dred Cartouch-boxes  and  Belts,  and  four  pair  of  Fencing- 
Foils  ;  and  that  he  hire  a  Wagon  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  furnish  the 
Council  with  an  account  of  the  quantity  of  Musket  Gun- 
powder in  the  Magazine  at  Baltimore  Town,  and  whether 
there  are  any  Arms  arrived  from  the  head  of  the  Bay,  and 
how  many. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  6,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  of  Baltimore 
Town,  send  down  by  the  Wagon  which  comes  with  Pow- 
der, &,c.,  part  of  the  Shirting  and  other  coarse  Linen,  and 
two  hundred  of  the  Hats  lately  arrived  from  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Fulford  three  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
Pounds  three  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  being  the  balance 
of  his  general  account  to  the  3d  of  April. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Oliver  Whiddon  eight  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  for 
stocking  fourteen  Muskets. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  John  BuUcn 
twelve  Pounds,  for  the  hire  of  his  Teams  six  days. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  William 
Deards  forty  Shillings,  for  Straw  for  the  use  of  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  George 
Gordon  four  Pounds,  on  account  of  the  Iron  work  for  the 
Gun-Carriages. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Peter 
Adams  ninety-six  Poulids  eighteen  Shillings,  being  the  ba 
lance  of  his  general  account  to  the  3d  instant. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  109  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  of 
Maryland,  in  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  April  8,  1776. 

Council  met.   Present  as  on  yesterday,  except  Mr.  HaU. 
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Ordered,  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  tlie  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Joseph  Middkton  thirty-seven  Pounds  ten  ShiUiiigs, 
in  part  j)ayinent  lor  his  furnishing  a  Pilot-Boat  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gaining  and  communicating  inteUigence. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clocii. 

Tuesday,  April  9,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  yesterday.  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr. 
Rumsey  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  William  Reynolds  thirty  Shilhngs,  for  the  hire  of  his 
Horse  six  days. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr..  John  An- 
nis  thirty-five  Shillings,  for  making  a  Coffin  for,  and  burying 
a  Sergeant  of  Captain  Adams's  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Na- 
thaniel Ramsey  three  hundred  and  ninety-three  Pounds 
four  Shillings  and  one  Penny. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  William  Niven 
thirty-seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  for  two  hundred  steel 
Ramrods. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  110  was  sent  to  Mr.  William  Lux, 
of  Baltimore  Town. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  Ill  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Virginia,  and  copy  of  No.  112  to  the  Deputies  of  iVfarj^- 
land,  in  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  April  10,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Hall. 

Commissions  issued  to  William  Fulton,  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  John  Hill,  Ensign,  of  Captain  James  Mac- 
key's  Company  of  Militia  in  Cecil  County. 

Also,  to  John  Cochran,  appointed  Ensign,  of  Captain 
Dobson's  Company  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Elijah  Cole,  appointed  First  Lieutenant,  Jamejs 
Turner,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Elisha  Rogers,  Ensign,  of 
Captain  John  Ogleby's  Company  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  James  Miller  eighty  Pounds  five  Shillbgs  and  three 
Pence,  for  Clothing,  &,c.,  for  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  "Ereasurer  pay  to  Colonel  Benja- 
min Mackall  thirteen  Pounds,  for  Powder  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  Province. 

Commissions  issued  to  Charles  Williamson,  appointed 
Captain,  John  Spikernall,  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Gray, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Daniel  Kent,  Ensign,  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  Calvert  County. 

Also,  to  Thomas  Trueman  Greenfield,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, Michael  Tawney,  First  Lieutenant,  Robert  Skinner, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  James  Mackall,  Ensign,  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Frisby  Freeland,  appointed  Captain,  James 
Heighe,  First  Lieutenant,  Edward  Reynolds,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Samuel  Hance,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mili- 
tia in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Walter  Smith,  appointed  Captain,  James  Tur- 
ner, First  Lieutenant,  John  Clare,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Tliomas  Johnson,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said 
County. 

Also,  to  John  Wood,  appointed  Ensign  to  Captain  JEJrf- 
ivard  Wood's  Company  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Elias  Lazinbey,  appointed  Ensign  of  Captain  jRi- 
chardson's  Company  of  Militia  in  Prince  George's  County. 

Also,  to  Christopher  Driver,  appointed  Fii-st  Lieutenant, 
and  Robert  Postlethwait,  f^nsign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia 
in  Caroline  County. 

Cojjy  of  Ijctter  No.  113  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Queen  Anne's  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tliursday,  April  11,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday.    Mr.  Hall  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Barton  Lucas  sixty-nine  Pounds  fifteen  Shil- 
lings, being  the  balance  of  his  general  account  to  the  3d 
instant. 


Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messieurs  Beriah  Maybury,  Cornelius  Garrctson,  and 
William  Waller,  nine  Pounds  each,  for  sounding  the  depth 
of  the  River  between  Greenbury's  Point  and  Horn-Point. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  John  Gib- 
son three  Pounds  five  Shillings,  for  Boat  hire,  &c.,  as  per 
account. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  John 
Hoskin  Stone  forty-eight  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  being  the 
balance  of  his  general  account  to  the  3d  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Major  Tliomas 
Price  thirty-nine  Pounds  three  Shillings  and  nine  Pence, 
for  Clothing  for  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Major  Price 
fifteen  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  the  amount 
of  his  account  for  subsistence,  till  the  14th  March. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Mr. 
Isaac  Harris,  all  the  Muskets  now  in  the  Magazine,  which 
are  not  fitted  with  steel  Ramrods,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
fitted  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Doctor  Benjamin  Kennedy  forty-four  Pounds  three  Shil-. 
lings  and  four  Pence,  for  Medicine  for  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Doctor  Michael 
Wallace  fifty  Pounds,  currency,  for  Medicine. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  114  was  sent  to  Captain  James 
Hindman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  John  Hall  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  Pounds 
six  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  to  discharge  the  pay  of  his  Bat- 
talion when  on  duty  the  19th  March  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Jacob 
Brice  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  ten  Pence,  the  amount 
of  his  account  for  Subsistence  till  the  14th  March. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Day  Scott  seventy-two  Pounds  seventeen 
Shillings,  the  balance  of  his  general  account  to  the  3d  in- 
stant. 

Commissions  issued  to  Robert  Hitch,  appointed  Captain, 
Jacob  Bell,  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Humphreys,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  George  Tull,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mi- 
litia in  Somerset  County,  belonging  to  the  First  Battalion  of 
this  Province. 

Also,  to  Joseph  Maccubbin,  appointed  First  Lieutenant, 
Joshua  Cromwell,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Benjamin  Wright, 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Anne  Arundel  County, 
belonging  to  the  Severn  Battalion. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  April  12,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Christopher  Richmond  five  Pounds  eleven  Shillings 
and  six  Pence,  the  amount  of  his  account  for  subsistence 
till  14th  March. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Pat- 
rick Sim  one  hundred  and  forty-one  Pounds  eighteen  Shil- 
lings and  three  Pence,  being  the  balance  of  his  general  ac- 
count till  the  3d  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Gilbert 
Middleton  seven  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence, 
for  Boat  hire. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Alhanasius 
Ford  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  Pounds  one  Shilling 
and  five  Pence,  for  providing  subsistence  for  Captain  John 
Allen  Thomas's  Independent  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  send  in  a  Boat 
to  be  procured,  forty-one  Blankets  to  Captain  Nathaniel 
Ramsey,  for  the  use  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Thomas  Watkins  thirty-two  Pounds  fourteen 
Shillings  and  ten  Pence,  to  discharge  the  pay  subsistence 
of  his  Company,  when  on  duty  the  18th  March  last. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  13,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 
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Ordered,  That  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Peter  IVaters  nineteen  Pounds  one  Shilling  and 
tliree  Pence,  to  discharge  the  pay  of  his  Battalion  of  Militia, 
when  on  duty  9th  March  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Colonel  George 
Dashiell  thirteen  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  to 
•discharge  the  pay  of  his  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Colonel  George 
Dashiell  thirty  Shillings,  for  Boat  hire,  in  removing  Stock 
from  an  Island  in  Somerset  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Colonel  TTio- 
mas  Contee  thirty-three  Pounds  seven  Shillings,  for  Muskets, 
purchased  for  Captain  Storie's  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Thomas  ■ 
Contee,  for   the   use  of   Mr.    fVilliam  Allein,  seventeen 
Pounds  thirteen  Shillings,  for  Boat  hire  for  the  Hornet  and 
Wasp. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  John 
Day  Scott  thirty-eight  Pounds  and  eight  Pence,  for  Clothing 
for  his  Troops. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  115  was  sent  to  IMr.  Richard  Har- 
rison, oi  Martinico. 

Instructions  were  given  to  Captain  Tliomxts  Kell. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  116  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  for  the  Colony  of  Virginia. 
•  Copy  of  Letter  No.  117  was  sent  to  Thomas  Smith  and 
Thomas  Bedingjield  Hands,  Esquires. 
'  Commissions  issued  to  Joseph  Burgess,  appointed  First 
Lieutenant,  John  Norwood,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Tho- 
mas Cornelius  Howard,  Ensign,  of  Captain  Brice  Howard's 
Company  of  Militia,  in  Anne  Arundel  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Anns,  Accoutrements,  Blankets,  &:c., 
mentioned  in  Letter  No.  117,  be  put  on  board  Captain  Wa- 
ters's  Boat,  and  sent  to  Baltimore  Town,  and  from  thence, 
with  the  other  things  mentioned  in  said  Letter,  to  Chester- 
town;  and  that  a  commissioned  officer  and  two  privates 
guard  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Edward  Timmons  seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  for  thirty 
Ramrods. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Gist  send  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Kent  County  one  ton  of  Musket  Gunpow- 
der, four  tons  of  Lead,  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  Cartouch- 
boxes  and  Belts,  four  hundred  and  fifty-four  Bayonet-belts, 
and  four  hundred  Gun-slings ;  and,  also,  sixty  of  the  Guns 
and  Bayonets  now  in  the  possession  of  Captain  Nathaniel 
Smith's  Company  of  Matrosses. 

Ordered,  That  Major  Gist  deliver  the  fifty-five  stand  of 
Arms  which  are  in  the  Magazine  at  Baltimore  Town,  to 
Captain  Nathaniel  Smith. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  April  15,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  on  Saturday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  William  Lux,  Agent  for  the  Ship  Defence,  eight  hun- 
dred Pounds. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas  sixty-one  Pounds  five  Shil- 
lings and  eleven  Pence,  being  the  balance  of  his  general 
account. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  118  was  sent  to  Colonel  Smallwood. 
Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  April  16,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Isaac  McHard  supply  Captain  Samuel 
.  Smith  with  Bread,  for  the  use  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Thomas  Ewing  iwo  hundred  Pounds,  on  account 
of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  John 
Shaw  and  Archibald  Chisholm  twenty-two  Pounds  six  Shil- 
lings and  eight  Pence,  for  stocking  Muskets,  he,  as  per  their 
account. 

trdered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Richard 


Ridgehj  eight  Pounds,  currency,  to  pay  an  Express  to  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Robert 
Collett  thirty  Shillings,  for  painting  Gun-Carriages. 

In  consequence  of  intercepted  letters  received  from  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  (copies  of  which  are  in- 
serted in  the  Letter-Book,  and  follow  No.  120,)  the  Council 
appointed  a  deputation  oftwoof  their  body,  (Messre.  Carroll 
and  Hall,)  and  requested  William  Paca,  Esquire,  to  wait  on 
the  Governour  wiili  them,  and  desire  a  sight  of  his  letter  of 
the  27th  of  August  to  Lord  Dartmouth  ;  and  in  case  the  same 
could  not  be  procured,  to  ask  his  parole  that  he  would  not 
leave  the  Province  till  the  meeting  of  the  Convention. 

The  gentlemen  reported,  that  they  waited  on  his  Excel- 
lency accordingly,  and  desired  a  sight  of  the  letter ;  to  which 
he  answered,  that  he  had  sent  away  the  copy  of  that  letter, 
with  all  his  papers  of  consequence,  last  fall,  and  could  not 
remember  the  particulars  ;  but  observed,  we  might  be  con- 
vinced there  was  nothing  of  a  nature  unfriendly  to  the  peace 
of  this  Province,  because  the  troops  going  southward  were 
not  ordered  here.  He  asserted,  also,  upon  his  honour,  that 
he  had  not  endeavoured  to  influence  the  Ministry,  by  tradu- 
cing the  characters  of  individuals  ;  some  he  had  spoken  well 
of,  others  he  had  recommended  as  suflerers.  The  gentlemen 
of  Congress  he  had  spoken  of  as  acting  in  the  line  of  mode- 
ration. 

That  they  then  informed  his  Excellency  they  were  in- 
structed to  ask  his  parole  that  he  would  not  leave  the  Pro- 
vince till  the  meeting  of  the  Convention.  The  Governour 
complained  of  being  unjustly  suspected,  gave  them  his  lettei's 
froij)  William  Eden,  Esquire,  his  brother,  one  of  the  Under 
Secretaries  of  State ;  also,  from  Lord  Dartmouth ;  copies  of 
which  he  gave  leave  to  take,  (and  are  inserted  in  the  letter- 
book  ;)  and  desired  time  till  the  next  day,  twelve  o'clock,  to 
give  his  definitive  answer. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  April  17,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  119  was  sent  to  Thomas  Smith  and 
T.  B.  Hands,  Esquires. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Robert  Reynolds  thirty-two  Shillings,  for  two  cords  of 
Wood  for  the  use  of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

An  answer  was  received  from  the  Governour,  by  Letter 
addressed  to  the  gentlemen  who  waited  on  him,  (Vide  Let- 
ter-Book, next  before  No.  120.)  In  answer  to  which,  copy 
of  Letter  No.  120  was  sent  to  his  Excellency. 

Ordered.  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  deli- 
ver to  Mr.  Benjamin  Harwood  unsigned  Bills  of  Credit  of 
this  Province  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  Pounds. 

Permit  was  granted  to  William  Jones,  of  the  Sloop  Sally, 
belonging  to  Mr.  Robert  Cummins,  Victualler  to  the  Troops, 
to  pass  and  repass  with  Provisions  to  any  part  of  this  Pro- 
vince. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Messrs.  Black  and  McConnell  fifty-seven  Pounds  five 
Shillings  and  one  Penny,  for  Clothing  for  the  Troops. 

Commissions  issued  to  Richard  Weems,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, Gidean  Dare,  First  Lieutenant,  and  Benjamin  Har- 
rison, Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Anne  Arundel 
County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Walter  Hanson,  of  Charles  County,  thirty-five 
Pounds,  currency,  to  defray  his  expenses  in  attending  the 
Powder-Mills  in  Pennsylvania,  or  elsewhere,  for  instruction  ; 
which  said  sum  Mr.  Hanson  agrees  to  refund  in  case  he  does 
not  erect  a  Powder-Mill  in  this  Province ;  but  if  Mr.  Han- 
son should  erect  a  Powder-Mill,  it  is  left  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  next  Convention  whether  the  money  aforesaid 
be  returned  or  not.  Mr.  Hanson  further  agrees  to  give  this 
Province  the  preference  in  the  disposal  of  all  Powder  which 
he  shall  manufacture,  provided  he  erects  the  said  Mill. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  121  was  sent  to  the  Deputies  for  iWa- 
ryland  in  Congress,  and  also  a  copy  of  No.  122. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 
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Thursday,  April  18,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Allen  Qjtiynn  eight  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  for  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-six  feet  of  Plank. 

Alexander  Ross,  according  to  order,  being  brought  before 
the  Council,  in  custody  of  Captain  Peter  Adams  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Chambers, 

Ordered,  That  he  be  kept  in  custody  of  Captain  Adams 
till  to-morrow  morning.  * 

A  Letter  was  received  from  John  Hancock,  Esq.,  enclos- 
ing the  following  Resolves  of  Congress,  to  wit : 

"In  Congress,  April  16,  1776. 

"  Whereas  information  has  been  this  day  laid  before  Con- 
gress, from  which  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  Robert 
Eden,  Esquire,  Governour  of  the  Colony  of  Maryland,  has 
lately  carried  on  a  correspondence  with  the  British  Ministry 
highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America  : 

"Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Ma- 
ryland be  earnestly  requested  immediately  to  cause  the  per- 
son and  papers  of  Governour  Eden  to  be  seized  and  secured, 
and  such  of  the  papers  as  relate  to  the  American  dispute 
without  delay  conveyed  safely  to  Congress  ;  and  that  copies 
of  the  intercepted  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State  be  en- 
closed to  the  said  Council  of  Safety. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland  be 
requested  to  cause  the  person  and  papers  o{  Alexander  Ross 
to  be  immediately  seized  and  secured ;  and  that  the  papers 
be  sent  safely  to  Congress. 

"  And  to  prevent  said  Alexander  Ross  having  any  oppor- 
tunity to  escape, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  like  request  be  made  to  the  Com- 
mittees of  Observation  for  Baltimore  and  Frederick  Coun- 
ties, in  Maryland,  in  one  of  which  Counties  the  said  Ross 
probably  now  is. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Chakles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

"Ordered  by  Congress  to  be  transmitted  to  the  honour- 
able the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  Colony  of  Maryland. 

"  John  Hancock,  President." 

After  consideration  of  the  above  Resolves,  a  copy  of  Let- 
ter No.  123  was  sent  to  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President 
of  the  Congress. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  April  19,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Thomas  Conway  twenty-five  Pounds,  currency,  as 
a  gratuity  for  his  diligence  and  care  in  importing  Powder. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  Jenifer 
and  Hooc  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  Pounds  one  Shilling 
and  eight  Pence,  being  the  balance  of  their  account  in  con- 
sequence of  an  adventure  by  the  Sloop  Molly,  Thomas 
Conway,  master. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Jacob 
Schley  sixty  Pounds  nine  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  for  re- 
pairing Muskets,  &c. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Cap- 
tain Thomas  Conway  twelve  Cutlasses. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  124  was  sent  to  Mr.  Richard  Harri- 
son, Martinico ;  and  copy  of  No.  125  to  the  Deputies  of 
Maryland  in  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  Clerk  twenty  Pounds,  to  pay  expenses,  &,c. ;  and  that 
he  render  an  account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  same. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  126  was  sent  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ware. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Brookes  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds,  on  account  of  Captain  John  Gunby^s  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Shore  pay  to 
Captain  Thomas  Woolford  one  hundred  Pounds,  currency. 

The  Council  agrees  with  Jacob  Schky,  of  Frederick 
County,  who  is  to  supply  ten  large  Rifles,  carrying  a  ball  of 


four  ounces  weight,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  Pounds 
each. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  20,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Commissions  issued  to  Alexander  McFadon,  appointed 
First  Lieutenant,  John  Peter,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Ed- 
ward Gale,  Ensign,  of  Captain  Thomas  Richardson's  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  the  Lower  District  of  Frederick  County. 

Also,  to  Joseph  Smith,  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Thirty- 
Sixth  Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Samuel Beall,  who  resigned ; 
Richard  Davis,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Charles  Swearingen, 
First  Major,  and  Christian  Orndorff,  Second  Major,  of  said 
Battalion. 

Also,  to  John  Reynolds,  appointed  Captain  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  the  Upper  District  of  Frederick  County,  in  the 
room  of  Christian  Orndorff,  appointed  Second  Major  of  the 
thirty-sixth  Battalion  ;  Abraham  Baker,  First  Lieutenant, 
and  Christopher  Orndorff,  Second  Lieutenant,  of  said  Com- 
pany. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  WestemrShore  pay 
to  Colonel  John  Stall  thirty-seven  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings 
and  six  Pence,  for  fifty-one  Blankets. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Tieasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Jacob 
Schley  fifty  Pounds,  on  account  of  his  contract  for  Rifles. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  George  Litx,  Clerk  to  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  attend  the  Council  of 
Safety,  at  the  City  o{ Annapolis,  on  Monday,  the  22d  instant, 
and  bring  with  him  the  Proceedings  of  the  said  Committee 
in  consequence  of  copies  of  intercepted  Letters  from  Lord 
George  Germaine  to  Robert  Eden,  Esq.,  Deputy  Governour 
of  Maryland,  which  were  transmitted  to  them  by  the  honour- 
able the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia ;  and,  also,  all 
Resolves,  Orders,  Instructions,  Requisitions,  Letters,  Papers, 
and  Writings,  relative  to,  or  concerning  the  same,  which  now 
are  in  his  possession,  or  were  delivered  to  him  as  Clerk  of 
the  said  Committee  of  Baltimore. 

The  Governour  having  desired  that  Messi-s.  Charles  Car- 
roll, John  Hall,  James  THlghman,  and  William  Paca,  would 
attend  him  at  ten  o'clock  this  morning,  they  waited  on  him 
accordingly,  and  he  delivered  them  the  original  in  his  own 
handwriting,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"Saturday  morning. 

"  Gentlemen  :  I  took  the  liberty  of  sending  for  you  this 
morning,  and  hope  the  motive  of  my  so  doing  will  not  be 
disagreeable. 

"  Your  polite  behaviour  to  me  and  the  confidence  you  have 
reposed  in  me,  (which  evinces  your  good  opinion  of  my  past 
and  present  conduct,)  deserve  the  best  return  I  can  make. 
I  see  that  your  personal  safety  and  future  respect  froin  your 
constituents  are  involved  in  my  meriting  that  opinion,  and 
not  disgracing  that  confidence ;  therefore,  what  you  could 
not  by  requisition,  however  respectful,  or  your  representa- 
tion of  probably  a  more  disagreeable  proceeding,  obtain  from 
me — my  parole  not  to  leave  the  Province  till  (he  Convention 
met,  I  voluntarily  now  give  you,  as  your  conduct  towards 
me  justly  entitles  you  to  it." 

Mr.  Alhn  ^uynn  was  appointed  Messenger  to  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Samuel  Purviance,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  attend  the 
Council  of  Safety,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  Monday, 
the  22d  instant. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  William  Lux,  Deputy  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Baltimore,  attend  the  Council  of  Safety, 
at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  Monday,  the  22d  instant. 

Ordered,  That  Alexander  Ross  be  brought  before  the 
Council  at  three  o'clock,  in  the  afternoon. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Harwood  acknowledges  before  tlie  Coun-  ' 
cil  to  have  received  five  thousand  Pounds,  currency,  from 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern- Shore,  in  consequence  of  an 
order  for  that  purpose. 

Alexander  Ross,  according  to  order,  was  brought  before 
the  Council  and  examined,  and  after  examination,  was  re- 
manded back  in  custody  of  Captain  Adams. 
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And  thereupon,  Ordered,  That  the  said  Alexander  Ross 
dehver  to  Colonel  Smallwood's  order,  all  and  singular  his 
papers,  of  what  sort  soever,  now  at  Daniel  Grant's  Tavern, 
in  Baltimore  Town. 

Ordered,  That  the  officer  appointed  to  bring  Alexander 
Ross's  papers  from  Baltimore  Town  have  full  power  to  take 
possession  of  the  said  Ross's  portmanteau,  and  all  the  papers 
lodged  with  Mr.  Grant,  and  to  convey  the  same  to  the 
Council. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  April  22,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday.   Mr.  .SffwVA  attended. 

Captain  Zfeff  having  resigned  the  Schooner  Dolphin,  Dun- 
can Hill  was  admitted  and  sworn  Captain,  and  desired  to 
advert  to  the  Instructions  heretofore  given  Captain  Kell,  and 
to  govern  himself  by  them. 

The  following  lines  were  addressed  to  the  Committee  of 
Northampton  County,  in  Virginia,  at  the  foot  of  the  Instruc- 
tions, viz : 

"  The  Council  of  Safety  return  many  thanks  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Northampton  County,  in  Virginia,  for  their  friendly 
assistance  heretofore  to  Captain  Kell ;  and  as  he  has  resign- 
ed the  command,  request  the  continuance  of  their  favour 
and  advice  to  Captain  Duncan  Hill." 

Captain  John  AUen  Thomas  has  leave  to  procure  leathern 
Caps  for  his  Independent  Company,  instead  of  Hats. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  George  Strieker  fifty-one  Pounds  eighteen  Shil- 
lings, for  one  hundred  and  two  pair  of  Shoes,  and  the  wagon- 
age  of  them  to  Annapolis. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  a  Convention  of  the  Delegates 
of  this  Province  held  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  Tuesday, 
the  7th  oi  May  next. 

Copies  of  Letter  No.  127  were  sent  to  the  Delegates  in 
Convention  for  each  County  and  District  within  the  Pro- 
vince, respectively  ;  and  a  copy  of  No.  128  to  the  Deputies 
of  this  Province  in  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Cap- 
tain John  Allen  Thomas  thirteen  Muskets,  four  Rifles,  six 
Musket  Bullet-moulds,  four  Rifle  BuUet-moulds,  and  five  and 
a  half  rolls  of  Osnaburghs. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Cap- 
tain John  Allen  Thomas,  for  Captain  Rezin  BealVs  Inde- 
pendent Company,  twenty-nine  Muskets,  four  Rifles,  Pow- 
der-horns, Pouches,  and  Bullet-moulds,  six  Musket  Bullet- 
moulds,  three  hundred  Gun-flints,  one  hundred  Gun-slings, 
sixty-two  Cartouch-boxes  and  Belts,  one  hundred  and  four 
Hats,  and  five  bolts  of  Osnaburghs. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas  be  requested 
to  purchase  all  the  Buckshot  he  can  procure  in  St.  Mary's 
County. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Joshua  Beall  be  requested  to  send 
four  barrels  and  twenty  kegs  of  Musket  Gunpowder,  out  of 
the  Gunpowder  now  in  his  possession,  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Charles  County,  and  thirty-five  Muskets 
from  John  Yost,  in  a  covered  wagon,  under  a  guard  of  a 
commissioned  officer  and  two  privates,  of  Militia ;  die  thirty- 
five  Muskets  for  Captain  Rezin  BealVs  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Charles 
County  be  requested  to  convey  one  barrel  and  ten  kegs  of 
the  Gunpowder  to  be  sent  them  by  Colonel  Joshua  Beall, 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  St.  Mary's  County, 
and  one  barrel  and  ten  kegs  of  the  same  Powder  to  the 
Committee  of  Calvert  County  ;  also,  six  hundred  pounds  of 
Lead  to  the  Committee  of  St.  Mary's  County  ;  and  six 
hundred  pounds  of  Lead  to  the  Committee  of  Calvert 
County,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Counties. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

.  Tuesday,  April  23,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  yesterday. 

Colonel  John  Veazey  returns  to  the  Council  five  hundred 
Pounds,  in  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Province,  which  were  sent 
him  by  Captain  Robert  Craig,  on  the  14th  day  of  February 
last,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Gunpowder. 


Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas  twenty-eight  Pounds  fourteen 
Shillings  and  five  Pence,  being  the  balance  of  his  general 
account  to  the  3d  of  April. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Thomas 
three  hundred  and  ninety-four  Pounds  one  Shilling  and  eight 
Pence,  on  account  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Athanasius  Ford,  of  St.  Mary's 
County,  pay  to  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas  twenty-seven 
Pounds  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  so  much  money 
paid  him  over  and  above  the  j\ist  amount  of  his  account,  on 
the  12th  instant. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Cap- 
tain Thomas  half  a  realm  of  Cartridge-Paper,  and  ten  pieces 
of  Check. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Alexander  Ross  was  brought  before  the  Council,  in  cus- 
tody of  Captain  Peter  Adams,  was  examined,  and  remanded 
back  in  custody  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  detach  a  commission- 
ed officer  to  arrest  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman  of 
the  Connnittee  of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  Wil- 
liam Lux,  Deputy  Chairman,  and  George  Lux,  Clerk  of  said 
Committee,  wherever  they  may  be  found  in  the  Province  of 
Maryland;  and  that  the  said  officer  bring  the  said  Samuel 
Purviance,  Jun.,  William  Lux,  and  George  Lux,  to  the 
Council  of  Safety,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis,  under  a  suffi- 
cient guard. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  April  24,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Mr.  William  Lux,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  20th 
instant,  appeared  before  the  Council,  and  delivered  to  them 
an  attested  copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  in  consequence  of  inter- 
cepted Letters  from  Lord  George  Gennaine  to  Robert  Eden, 
Esquire,  Deputy  Governour  of  Maryland,  which  were  trans- 
mitted to  tlieni  by  the  honourable  Committee  of  Safety  of 
Virginia. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly.  Mr. 
Hands  attended. 

Mr.  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Baltimore  County,  in  obedience  to  the 
order  of  the  20th  instant,  appeared  before  the  Council,  and 
was  informed  by  the  President  that  instructions  of  a  very 
extraordinary  nature  from  him  as  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee oi  Baltimore  County  to  Captain  Samuel  Smith,  and  other 
matters  of  great  importance,  had  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  Council  of  Safety,  for  which  they  had  thought  proper 
to  call  him  before  them  to  answer  the  charge  which  they 
imported. 

The  Instructions  were  then  read  in  presence  of  Mr.  Pur- 
viance, and  are  as  follows: 

"Baltimore,  April  14,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  You  are  requested  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  proceed  in  Captain  Nicholson's  tender,  with  any 
officer  he  may  send  to  assist  you,  and  such  a  number  of 
armed  men  as  may  be  necessary,  and  therewith  proceed  as 
speedily  as  possible  (ov  Annapolis.  Should  you,  before  you 
get  there,  meet  the  Governour's  boat  or  barge,  you  must  by 
all  means  endeavour  to  board  her.  And  in  case  Governour 
Eden,  his  Secretary  Mr.  Smith,  or  Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  are 
found  on  board,  you  are  by  all  means  to  seize  their  pei-sons 
and  papei-s,  and  instantly  return  with  them  under  the  strict- 
est guard  to  Baltimore ;  for  doing  which  you  may  depend 
on  being  protected  and  justified  by  the  Committee,  and 
held  blameless.  In  case  you  should  not  meet  such  boat  or 
persons,  you  will  please  to  proceed  immediately  to  Annapo- 
lis, and  use  every  precaution  to  prevent  alarm,  by  obliging 
the  men  not  to  appear  in  numbers  on  deck,  and  causuig 
the  boat  to  lie  at  a  distance,  whilst  you  go  ashore  with  the 
letter  delivered  you  for  the  gentlemen  of  the  Baltimore 
Committee,  who  may  be  at  Annapolis,  whose  directions 
you  will  please  to  follow  after  your  arrival  there. 

"  You  will  please  to  take  blunderbusses,  and  any  quantity 
you  see  necessary  of  arms,  out  of  Captain  Nicholso7i's  vessel, 
which  he  will  readily  furnish.     Please  to  consult  in  every- 


1565 


MARYLAND  COUNCIL  OF  SAFETY,  APRIL,  1776, 


1566 


thing  with  the  officer  which  Captain  Nichohon  sends  with 
you,  and  let  your  measures  be  kept  as  secret  as  possible 
from  the  men,  at  least  till  it  comes  to  the  execution. 

"  1  am,  sir,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  your  very  hum- 

'         "  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  Chairman. 

"To  Captain  Samuel  Smith." 

On  the  back  of  the  above  Instructions  was  thus  endorsed, 
to  wit: 

"April  16,  1776. 

"  Sir  :  You  will  take  care  to  proceed  with  what  number 
of  men  you  may  think  necessary  out  of  your  company,  agree- 
able to  the  annexed  instructions.  Wishing  you  a  pleasant 
and  prosperous  voyage,  am  yours  truly,  «<  M   P   ■ 

"  To  Captain  Samuel  Smith." 

Mr.  Purviance  was  then  examined  concerning  the  said 
Instructions,  and  other  matters,  and  his  examination  taken  in 
writing,  a  copy  whereof  is  filed.  He  was  told  by  the  Pre- 
sident he  might  be  furnished  from  the  Clerk  with  a  copy  of 
his  examination,  in  order  that  he  might  explain  such  of  his 
answers  as  he  thought  proper. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Messrs.  Daniel  and  SamuelHughes  two  hundred  Pounds, 
currency. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  Ja?nes  Nichohon,  Major  Morde- 
caiGist,  and  Captain  Samuel  Smith,  immediately  attend  the 
Council  of  Safety,  at  the  City  of  Annapolis ;  and  that  the 
Clerk  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  Messenger  separate  copies, 
to  be  served  on  them  respectively. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  April  25,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  person  and  papers  of  Alexander  Ross, 
together  with  a  copy  of  his  examination,  be  sent  under  a 
guard  to  the  honourable  Congress ;  and  that  Colonel  Small- 
tpood  be  requested  to  appoint  a  commissioned  officer  and 
two  privates  to  be  a  guard  for  that  purpose. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  129  was  sent  to  the  Honourable  JbAw 
Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Congress  ;  and  copy  of 
No.  130  to  the  Deputies  of  this  Province  in  Congress. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Frederick  County  eighty-six  Pounds  four  Shillings  and  six 
Pence,  to  discharge  the  pay  of  the  Minute  Companies  there. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  131  was  sent  to  John  Hanson,  Esq., 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  Middle  District  of  Fre- 
derick County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  Samuel  Turbutt  Wright  sixty  Pounds,  on  ac- 
count of  Captain  Veazcy's  Independent  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Lieu- 
tenant Samuel  Turbutt  Wright  three  Blankets  and  three 
pieces  Britannias,  for  Captain  Edward  Veazey's  Company. 

Mr.  Purviance  appeared,  and  presented  to  the  Council  an 
explanation  of  some  of  the  answers  he  made  to  the  questions 
propounded  to  him  yesterday ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  April  26,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Jenifer. 

Permits  granted  to  the  Boat  Gimlet,  Gilbert  Middleton 
master,  and  Schooner  Ranger,  George  Steel  master,  to  pass 
to  Baltimore  Town. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  John  Brice  ten  Pounds,  currency,  for  repairing  a. 
house  for  the  reception  of  the  Records  of  Anne  Arundel 
County. 

Captain  James  Nicholson,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
24th  instant,  having  appeared  before  the  Board,  in  conse- 
quence of  instnictions  he  had  given  his  First  Lieutenant, 
the  Council  proceeded  to  hear  what  he  had  to  allege  as  a 
justification  or  excuse  for  giving  said  orders. 

He  urged  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Purviance,  Chairman 


of  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  County ;  and  that  he  showed 
him  a  letter  from  General  Lee.  And  Captain  Nichohon  de- 
claring upon  his  honour  that  he  expected  his  office  was  to 
act  only  on  the  water,  and  that  he  expected  Captain  Smith 
would  have  applied  to  the  Council  of  Safety  for  instructions, 
and  having  before  made  concessions  by  his  letter  of  the  21st 
instant. 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  Captain  Nichohon  be  inform- 
ed of  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  that  General  Lee  has  no 
authority  within  this  Province ;  and  that  Mr.  Purviance  ex- 
ceeded his  power  in  giving  directions  to  the  purport  he  had 
done ;  and  that  he  be  cautioned  to  be  more  on  his  guard  for 
the  future. 

Major  Mordecai  Gist,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
24th  instant,  having  also  appeared  before  the  Council,  in 
consequence  of  his  instructions  to  Captain  Samuel  Smith, 
and  alleging  he  gave  the  same  in  a  hurry,  and  through  in- 
advertency, and  declaring  upon  his  honour  that  he  appre- 
hended Captain  Smith,  when  he  came  to  Annapolis,  was 
to  take  his  orders  from  the  Council  of  Safety, 

Thereupon,  Ordered,  That  he  be  informed  as  above  the 
opinion  of  this  Board  ;  and  that  he  be  cautioned  to  be  more 
on  his  guard  for  the  future. 

Captain  Samuel  Smith,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the 
24th  instant,  also  appeared  before  the  Council,  and  was  ex- 
amined with  respect  to  the  instructions  he  received  from  Mr. 
Samuel  Purviance,  and  his  conduct  after  his  arrival  at  Anna- 
polis, in  consequence  of  said  instructions ;  in  vindication 
whereof  he  presented  a  representation  of  his  conduct  to  the 
Council,  in  writing ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Gordon  five  hundred  and  ninety-six  Pounds  four 
Shilhngs,  for  nine  hundred  and  ninety-four  Cartouch-boxes, 
Bayonet-belts,  and  Gun-slings. 

Commissions  issued  to  Samuel  CalweU,  appointed  Captain, 
Thomas  Hutchens,  First  Lieutenant,  and  Joseph  Sewell, 
Second  Lieutenant,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Harford 
County,  belonging  to  the  Eighth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  James  Mc Comas,  appointed  Captain,  J^ew/cmm 
Scott,  First  Lieutenant,  Martin  Preston,  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  James  Steel,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said 
County,  belonging  to  the  said  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Benjamin  Bussey,  appointed  Captain,  Joshua 
Milh,  Fii'st  Lieutenant,  Azael  Hitchcock,  Jun.,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Joseph  Ames,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  of  said  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Robert  Harris,  appointed  Captain,  WiUiam 
Coale,  First  Lieutenant,  William  Dowries,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Joshua  Renshaw,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  same 
Battalion. 

Also,  to  James  St.  Clair,  appointed  Second  Lieutenant  to 
Captain  McComas's  Company  of  Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Alexander  Cowen,  appointed  Captain,  John  Beale 
Howard,  First  Lieutenant,  &mu«/ Groom*  Osbum,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Lambert  Wilmer,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  said  County. 

Also,  to  William  Webb,  appointed  Captain,  Ignatius 
Wheeler,  First  Lieutenant,  William  Fisher,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Samuel  Webb,  Jun.,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mili- 
tia in  said  County. 

Also,  to  Joseph  Patrick,  appointed  Captain,  Winston 
Dallam,  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Bailey,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Richard  Ward,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia 
in  said  County. 

Also,  to  John  Jolly,  appointed  Captain,  John  Montgomery, 
First  Lieutenant,  James  Wikon,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
James  Thomas,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  said 
County. 

Mr.  Purviance  appeared,  and  was  informed  by  the  Pre- 
sident that  the  Council  of  Safety,  on  considering  his  conduct, 
and  the  high  and  dangerous  offence  of  assuming  the  supreme 
Executive  power  in  'his  Province,  had  resolved  that  he 
should  enter  into  a  recognisance  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
Pounds,  current  money,  for  his  appearance  at  the  Conven- 
tion, on  Thursday  the  9tli  day  of  May  next,  as  this  matter 
would  then  be  laid  before  that  meeting  for  their  considera- 
tion.    His  Recognisance  is  as  follows : 

"  You,  Samuel  Purviame,  acknowledge  yourself  to  owe 
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and  justly  stand  indebted  unto  the  honourable  the  Council 
of  Safety  for  the  Province  of  Maryland,  in  the  full  and  just 
sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  current  money,  to  be  levied  of 
your  body,  goods  and  chattels,  lands  and  tenements,  in  case 
you  do  not  make  your  pereonal  appearance  at  the  next  Con- 
vention, on  Thursday,  the  9th  of  May  next,  then  to  answer 
to  such  things  as  may  be  objected  against  you,  and  not  depart 
from  said  Convention  without  the  leave  thereof." 

The  said  Samuel  Purviance  acknowledged  himself  to  be 
content  therewith. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  132  was  sent  to  Captain  James  Ni- 
cholson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Captain  James  Nicholson  two  hundred  Pounds,  on  account 
of  the  Sea  Forces  under  his  command. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  George 
Gordon  ten  Pounds,  currency. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  }ViUiam 
Lux  thirty-three  Pounds  seventeen  Shillings  and  four  Pence, 
for  the  use  of  Mr.  Andreia  Stigar,  for  Provisions  for  the 
Troops  whilst  at  Whetstone-Point,  on  the  late  alann. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  April  27,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Philip  Littig  sixty-five  Pounds,  on  account  of  his 
contract  with  Mr.  Alexander,  for  Muskets. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  the  Clerk  twenty 
Pounds,  to  pay  expenses,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  that 
an  account  be  rendered  of  the  expenditure  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Smallwoodtwehe  Pounds,  currency,  for  so  much  money 
by  him  advanced  to  defray  Captain  Adams's  expenses  in 
guarding  Alexander  Ross  to  Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Francis  Ware  nineteen  Pounds  and  four  Pence,  being  the 
amount  of  his  account  for  subsistence  till  14th  of  March. 

Mr.  Carroll  has  leave  of  absence  till  Thursday  next. 

Resolved,  That  Messi-s.  Thomas  Hyde  and  William  Wil- 
kins  be  appointed  Supervisore  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  to  be 
printed  and  struck  by  virtue  of  a  Resolve  of  the  late  Con- 
vention. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  133  was  sent  by  express  to  John 
Rogers,  Esquire. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Richard  Graves  nineteen  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings 
and  six  Pence,  to  discharge  the  pay  of  his  Company  when 
on  duty  the  8th  of  March  last. 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 


Council  met. 
roH.  • 


Monday,  April  29,  1776. 

Present  as  ort  Saturday,  except  Mr.  Car- 


Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  William  Sierrett  thirty  Shillings  and  two 
Pence. 

Mr.  Tilghman  has  leave  of  absence. 

Tuesday,  April  30,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Tilghman. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Fulford  have  two  pieces  of 
Cannon,  which  are  now  at  Mr.  Richard  Spriggs's,  to  be 
brought  to  the  City  of  Annapolis,  and  valued  by  Major 
Price  and  Captain  Fulford ;  and  that  they  report  the  valua- 
tion of  the  same  to  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  William  Nevin  twenty-nine  Pounds  eight  Shillings 
and  three  Pence,  for  steel  Ramrods. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  James  Brice 
two  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  for  thirteen 
pounds  of  Powder. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  John 
Pitt  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  Pounds  five  Shillings, 
being  the  amount  of  his  account  for  furnishing  a  Pilot-Boat 
to  the  3d  of  May. 


Adjourned  till  three  o'clock,  and  met  accordingly. 

Mr.  Frederick  Green,  of  the  City  of  Annapolis,  Printer, 
contracted  with  the  Council  of  Safety  for  printing  the  new 
emission  of  Money,  according  to  the  resolve  of  the  last 
Convention  ;  and  for  his  services  therein,  he  is  to  be  paid  in 
proportion  to  what  he  was  allowed  for  printing  the  former 
emission  of  Convention  Money. 

The  following  Notice  was  ordered  to  be  published  in  the 
Maryland  Gazette,  to  wit : 

"  The  gentlemen  who  were  appointed  to  collect  gold  and 
silver  coin,  are  directed  to  take  notice,  that  we  have  now 
received  Continental  money ;  and  that  whatever  gold  and 
silver  they  bring  in  will  be  immediately  exchanged  at  the 
Treasury. 

"  Per  order :  G.  Duvall,  Ckrlc." 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Doctor  Michael  Wallace  one  hundred  and  four  Pounds 
nine  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  Medicine,  Stc,  as  per 
account. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  1,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  James  Taylor,  five  Pounds,  currency,  in  part  payment 
for  his  making  Gun-Carriages. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  John  Hall, 
Esquire,  fifty-eight  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings,  for  eighty-four 
days'  attendance  as  a  Member  of  the  Council,  to  the  1st 
instant  inclusive. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Nicholas 
Ruxton  Moore  eleven  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  four 
Pence,  for  his  expenses  to  and  from  Philadelphia,  to  caiTy 
Gold  and  Silver  Coin  for  the  operations  in  Canada. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Frederick  Green  six  Pounds  three  Shillings  and  three 
Pence,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  above  order. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Frederick 
Green  seventy-four  Pounds,  in  part  payment  of  his  account 
against  the  Province  for  Printing. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  134  was  sent  to  Captain  Jeremiah 
Holden ;  copy  of  No.  135  to  Captain  Johii  Valiant ;  copy 
of  No.  136  to  Mr.  William  Lux;  copy  of  No.  137  to  Mr. 
Hugh  Young ;  and  copy  of  No.  138  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Baltimore  Town. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  2,  1776. 
Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Charles  Wallace  three  thousand  Pounds,  currency. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  John  Bullen 
thirteen  Pounds  five  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  for  carting 
materials  for  the  Magazine. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  139  was  sent  to  Colonel  miliam 
Smallwood. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  140  was  sent  to  Mr.  Henry  Yost, 
of  Frederick  County  ;  and  copy  of  No.  141  to  Mr.  John  Un- 
sold, of  said  County. 

The  Council  requested  Major  Price  to  cause  any  Arms 
that  may  be  lodged  at  Fredericktown,  belonging  to  the 
publick,  by  Henry  Yost,  John  Unsold,  or  any  other  per- 
son, to  be  brought  safely  to  Annapolis,  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  send  to  the  City 
of  Annapolis,  in  a  boat  to  be  procured  for  that  purpose,  one 
half  of  all  the  Linens,  of  every  kind,  now  in  the  Magazine, 
and  ten  reams  of  Cartridge-paper ;  and  render  an  account 
of  all  the  Stores  in  said  Magazine,  particularizing  the  Mus- 
kets fit  for  service  from  those  which  are  unfit,  and  the  Pro- 
vincial from  the  French. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Edward  Parker,  of  Cedl  County 
send  down  to  the  City  of  Annapolis  by  Mr.  Gilbert  Middle- 
ton,  all  the  coarse  Linen  manufactured  for  the  use  of  this 
Province. 

Adjourned  till  next  day. 
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Friday,  May  3,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  142  was  sent  to  Lieutenant-Colonel 
T?tomas  Ware  ;  copy  of  No.  143  to  Colonel  Joseph  Sim, 
of  Prince  George's  County  ;  copy  of  No.  144  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick 
County ;  and  copy  of  No.  145  to  Colonel  Zadock  Magru- 
der,  Lower  District  of  Frederick  County  ;  and  copy  of  No. 
146  to  Mr.  George  WooJsey,  oi  Baltimore  Town. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay  to 
Charles  Wallace,  Esquire,  Paymaster,  one  thousand  Pounds, 
currency. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Benjamin  Rumsey,  Esquire,  forty-two  Pounds,  for  sixty 
days'  attendance  as  a  Member  of  the  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Edivard 
Timmonds  seven  Pounds  five  Shillings  and  five  Pence,  for 
thirty-two  steel  Ramrods. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  4,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Rumsey. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  William  Ringgold,  Jun.,  twenty-five  Pounds 
twelve  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  to  discharge  the  pay  of  his 
Militia  Company  when  on  duty,  from  the  7th  to  the  lOtii  of 
March  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  William 
Lwc,  (for  the  use  of  James  Jaffray,)  thirteen  Pounds  two 
Shillings,  for  Cloth  for  the  use  of  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  William 
Lm,  (for  the  use  of  Messrs.  Frisby,  Henderson,  and  James 
Ilollingsworth,)  twelve  Pounds,  currency. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  Robert 
Furviance,  David  Stewart,  and  George  Woolsey,  five  hun- 
dred Pounds,  on  account  of  the  Schooner  Resolution. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Barton 
Lucas  sixty-six  Pounds  and  seven  Pence,  on  account  of  iiis 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  the  City  of 
Annapolis  deliver  to  Captain  Nathaniel  Smith  all  the  Small- 
Arms  which  were  brought  from  Frederick  County,  and  one 
hundred  small  Cartouch-Boxes. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  Smyth,  Esq.,  eighty-nine  Pounds  thirteen  Shillings 
and  six  Pence,  for  money  advanced  by  him  for  Shoes,  Rifles, 
&.C.,  as  per  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Thomas  Smyth, 
Esquire,  eleven  Pounds  four  Shillings,  for  sixteen  days'  at- 
tendance as  a  Member  of  the  Council, 

Adjourned  till  Monday  morning,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  May  6,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  on  Saturday,  except  Mr.  Smyth. 
Mr.  Tilghman  attended. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  Samuel  Miller  three  Pounds,  currency,  for  Boat- 
liire. 

Adjourned  till  next  day. 

Tuesday,  May  7,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  yesterday.  Mr.  Jenifer  and  Mr. 
Carroll  attended. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  147  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  Baltimore  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Capt.  James  JMcholsonlivc  hundred  and  fourteen  Pounds, 
on  account  of  the  forces  on  board  the  Ship  Defence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Fastem-Shore  ])ay 
to  Mr.  James  Geoghegan  one  hundred  and  forty-five  Pounds 
seventeen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  providing  subsistence 
for  Captain  Gunby's  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Mr.  William  Winder,  of  Somerset  County,  eight  Pounds 
five  Shillings,  (or  guarding  Powder,  as  per  account. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Thomas 

Fourth  Series. — Vol.  f.  99 


Co7itee  six  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings,  for  Rugs  and  Blankets 
for  tlie  Troops. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  8,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  tiie  Treasurer  of  tlie  Westem-Sliore  pay 
to  Captain  John  Day  Scott  six  Pounds  eighteen  Shillings, 
on  account  of  his  Company. 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  John 
Shaw  and  Archibald  Chisholm  twenty-three  Pounds  sixteen 
Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  stocking  Muskets. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Colonel  Tliomas 
Wright  nine  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  to  defray 
the  expense  of  repairing  the  Guns  of  indigent  persons  belong- 
ing to  Captain  Barnes's  and  Ellicotfs  Companies  of  Militia, 
in  Queen  Anne's  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Colonel  John 
Weems  ninety-six  Pounds  eleven  Shillings  and  four  Pence, 
to  discharge  the  pay  of  the  Companies  of  Captains  Richard 
Chew,  John  Deal,  Richard  Weems,  and  Abraham  Simmons, 
when  on  duty  the  8th  of  March  last. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Wil- 
liam Brogden  twenty-one  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings  and  three 
Pence,  to  discharge  the  pay  of  his  Company,  when  on  duty 
on  the  late  alarm. 

A  number  of  Vessels  having  been  sunk  in  the  Channel  of 
the  River  P a tapsco,  near  Whetstone-Point,  for  the  safety  and 
protection  of  Baltimore  Town,  and  the  Committee  of  Ob- 
servation for  Baltimore  County  having  given  information  to 
this  Board,  by  letter  dated  the  6th  instant,  that  their  Boom 
is  now  laid  down,  and  so  far  secured  that  they  judge  the 
Vessels  that  were  sunk  at  Whetstone-Point  might  be  re- 
moved, 

Therefore  Ordered,  That  the  said  Vessels  be  raised  with 
all  convenient  speed,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee ;  and  that  Captain  James  Nicholson,  with  the  Ship 
Defence  and  her  Tenders,  assist  in  executing  this  order. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  9, 1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Peter  Adams  twelve  Pounds  five  Shillings,  cur- 
rency, for  expenses  incurred  in  guarding  Alexander  Ross  to 
Philadelphia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  pay  to  George 
Gordon  two  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  for 
repairing  a  Dungeon  wherein  to  confine  culprit  Soldiers. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Richard  Ridge- 
ly  four  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings,  currency,  for  the  purchase 
of  twelve  iron  Pots,  for  the  use  of  Captain  James  Rindman'a 
Independent  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  James  Ilindman  one  hundred  and  sixty-six 
Pounds,  for  subsist  for  his  Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  James 
Hindman  the  further  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
for  the  purchase  of  Clothes  for  his  Company. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  148  was  sent  to  Captain  James 
Ilindman. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Lieutenant  John  Halmerston,  for  the  use  of  the  Committee 
of  Observation  for  Charles  County,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  Pounds,  currency,  to  provide  subsist  for  Captain 
Rezin  BeaWs  Company,  of  regular  troops. 

Ordered,  Tiiat  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  pay  to  William 
Lux  two  thousand  Pounds,  on  account  of  the  Ship  Defence. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  11,  1776. 

Council  met.  Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
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to  Doctor  John  Boyd  fifty-three  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings, 
currency,  for  Medicine  purcliascd  of  him  by  Doctor  IVciscn- 
thol,  for  the  use  of  tiie  Tixx)ps  in  tliis  Province. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  James  Dick 
tliree  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings  and  eight  Ponce,  for  iron 
Pots. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  George 
Strieker  thirty-five  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings,  for  Shoes. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  Moy  13,  1776. 

Council  inet.     Present  as  on  Saturday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Dr.  JVeisenthal  forty-two  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings,  cur- 
jency,  for  Medicine  provided  by  him  for  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Doctor  Weisenthal 
forty-five  Pounds,  for  three  months'  pay  as  Surgeon  of  the 
First  Maryland  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Doctor  William 
Dashiell  twenty-two  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  for  three  months' 
pay  as  Surgeon's  Mate. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  149  was  sent  to  Colonel  William 
Smalhvood. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  pay  to  Captain 
Edward  Veazey  seven  hundred  Pounds,  on  account  of  his 
Company. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  pay  to  Richard 
Thompson,  for  the  use  of  John  Yost,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
Pounds,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  his  Gun  Manufactory. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  James  Mills  four  Pounds  twelve  Shillings  and  one  Penny, 
currency,  for  the  carriage  of  Powder  from  Chestertoum  to 
the  lower  Counties  on  the  Eastern-Shore. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  14,  177S. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Richard  Thompson  was  appointed  Supervisor  of  the  Salt- 
petre Works  in  the  Lower  District  of  Frederick  County,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Richardson,  who  had  resigned. 

It  was  thereupon  Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Western-Shore  pay  to  said  Thompson  one  hundred  Pounds, 
allowed  by  the  late  Convention  for  that  purpose. 

A  resolve  of  Congress  was  communicated  to  this  Board, 
relative  to  the  apprehension  of  a  certain  Kirkland,  who  lately 
made  his  escape  from  the  Jail  of  Philadelphia,  wherein  he 
was  confined  by  order  of  Congress  ; 

And  thereupon  Ordered,  That  advertisement  be  immedi- 
ately inserted  in  the  Maryland  Newspapers  for  the  appre- 
hension of  said  Kirkland,  as  also  a  copy  of  said  resolution, 
together  with  the  advertisement,  be  forthwith  transmitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  by  express. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  150  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  Virginia. 

Commissions  issued  to  Joseph  Douglass,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, Thomas  Eaton,  First  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Nicolls,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  and  John  Dawson,  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  Caroline  County,  belonging  to  the  Fourteenth 
Battalion  of  this  Province. 

Also,  to  Richard  Andrews,  appointed  Captain,  Henry 
Richards,  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Andrews,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Frederick  Cawsey,  Ensign,  for  a  Company  in 
the  same  County,  and  belonging  to  the  same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Charles  Baker,  appointed  Captain,  31oscs  John- 
son, First  Lieutenant,  Richard  Hatchings,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Nicholas  Amos,  Ensign,  in  a  Company  of  Militia 
in  Harford  County,  belonging  to  the  Eighth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  George  Noble  Sivart,  apjjointed  Captain,  Nehe- 
miah ,  First  Lieutenant,  James  Bartlett,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Thomas  Dafey,  Ensign,  of  an  Independent  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  (^ueen  Anne's  County,  by  virtue  of  a 
special  license  from  the  Committee  of  Observation. 

Also,  to  Nathaniel  Pigman,  appointed  Captain,  Benjamin 
Gaither,  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Riggs,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  William  Gaither,  Ensign  of  Militia,  in  the  Low- 
er District  of  Frederick  County,  belonging  to  the  Twenty- 
Ninth  Battalion. 


Commissions  issued  to  Elias  Hardon,  appointed  Captain, 
Allen  Bowie,  Jun.,  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  James  Lackland,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  and  Samiiel  SwearingenjT£.ns\gn,oi  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  the  Lower  District  of  Frederick  County, 
belonging  to  the  Twenty-Ninth  Battalion. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  151  was  sent  to  Mr.  Thomas  Rus- 
sell; No.  15-2  to  the  Committee  of  Observation  [or  Keiit 
County;  No  153  to  Captain  Edward  Veazey. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Thomas  B.  Hands,  Esq.,  sixteen  Pounds  two  Shillings, 
for  twenty-three  days'  attendance  as  a  Member  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety. 

Mr.  Hands  has  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  till  next  day. 

Wednesday,  May  15,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday,  except  Mr.  Hands. 

Commissions  issued  to  Ebenezer  Reyner,  appointed  Second 
Lieutenant  of  Captain  Isaac  Perkins's  Company  of  Militia 
in  Ke7it  County. 

Also,  to  John  Shipley,  appointed  Ensign  of  Captain  JJrice 
Howard's  Company  of  Militia  in  Anne  Arundel  County, 
belonging  to  the  Elkridgc  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Francis  Martin,  appointed  Captain,  Richard 
Speakc,  Firet  Lieutenant,  Theobald  Smallwood,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  William  Jones,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  Charles  County,  belonging  to  the  Twenty-Skth 
Battalion. 

Also,  to  John  Bennett,  appointed  Captain,  and  fVilliam 
Hill,  First  Lieutenant,  in  the  Upper  District  o(  Frederick 
County,  belonging  to  the  Thirty-First  Battalion. 

Also,  to  John  Usher  Carlcton,  appointed  Captain,  Thomas 
Flemming,  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  Hardman,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Richard  Potts,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mili- 
tia in  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick  County,  belonging  to 
the  Thirty-Fourth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Philip  Merony,  appointed  Captain,  Carletoh 
Tannehill,  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  Merony,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  William  Wilson,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mi- 
litia in  same  District,  and  belonging  to  the  same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Richard  Balsell,  appointed  Captain,  John  Mar- 
tender,  First  Lieutenant,  John  Shistaker,  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Christian  Lessar,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  the 
same  District,  belonging  to  the  Thirty-Seventh  Battalion. 

Commissions  issued  to  Mordecai  Beall,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, William  Beckwith  Head,  First  Lieutenant,  Bigger 
Head,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Isaac  Miller,  Ensign,  of  a 
Company  of  Militia  in  the  Middle  District  of  Frederick 
County,  belonging  to  the  Thirty-Seventh  Battalion  of  this 
Province. 

Also,  to  James  Ogle,  appointed  Captain,  Henry  Mat- 
thews, First  Lieutenant,  George  Neet,  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Ignatius  Elder,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  the 
same  District,  and  of  same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  William  Smith,  Jun.,  appointed  Captain,  MWiam 
Carmach,  Jun.,  First  Lieutenant,  John  Kennedy,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  John  Parkison,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  same  District,  belonging  to  the  same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  John  McClester,  appointed  Captain,  Samuel 
Townsend,  Fii'st  Lieutenant,  Charles  Hickman,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  George  Jones,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  Somerset  County,  belonging  to  the  First  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  James  Tootle  forty-nine  Pounds  seventeen  Shillings,  for 
building  a  Magazine. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  James  Tootle  twen- 
ty-four Pounds  fourteen  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  for  subsist 
of  the  Severn  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Tliomas  Woolford  one  hundred  Pounds,  on  ac- 
count of  his  Company. 

Commissions  issued  to  Ebenezer  Handy,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, George  Parsons,  First  Lieutenant,  James  Purdue,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  and  Boaz  Walston,  Ensign,  of  a  Compa- 
ny of  Militia  in  Worcester  County,  belonging  to  the  Tenth 
Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
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to  Colonel   George  Dasliidl  eighteen  Pounds,  for  three 
months'  pay  of  his  Adjutant. 

Commissions  issued  to  Elijah  Stockley,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, James  Johnson,  First  Lieutenant,  »SVcpAc«  Buchanan, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Elijah  Casey,  Ensign,  of  a  Compa- 
ny of  Militia  in  Worcester  County. 

Also,  to  Jesse  Gray,  appointed  Captain,  Jesse  Davis,  First 
Lieutenant,  James  King,  Second  I^ieutenant,  and  Elihu  Ha- 
zard, Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Worcester  County, 
belonging  to  the  Tenth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Thomas  Warring,  appointed  Captain,  James 
Prather,  First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Humphreys,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  John  Jess  Jacob,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  Shipton  District,  in  Frederick  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  16,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Commissions  issued  to  John  Rothe,  appointed  Captain, 
Hobert  Harrison,  First  Lieutenant,  Joshua  Harrison,  Jun., 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Harrison,  Ensign,  of  a 
Company  of  Militia  in  Talbot  County,  belonging  to  the  Thir- 
ty-Eighth Battalion. 

Also,  to  Nicholas  Martin,  appointed  Captain,  John  Sin- 
gleton, First  Lieutenant,  Thomas  Delihay,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  David  Robinson,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia 
in  Talbot  County,  belonging  to  the  Thirty-Eighth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  James  Lloyd,  appointed  Captain,  Thomas  Co- 
ward, First  Lieutenant,  Levin  Speden,  Second  Lieutenant, 
and  Solomon  James,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  2'al- 
bot  County,  belonging  to  the  Fourth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Richard  Keene,  (son  of  William,)  appointed  En- 
sign of  Captain  Fauntleroy's  Company  of  Militia,  in  Caro- 
line County,  belonging  to  the  Twenty-Eighth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Samuel  Smith,  appointed  Captain,  John  Steven- 
son, First  Lieutenant,  and  James  Cain,  Ensjgn,  of  a  Compa- 
ny of  Militia  in  Harford  County,  belonging  to  the  Twenty- 
Third  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Samuel  Griffith,  appointed  Captain,  and  John 
Hall  Hughes,  First  Lieutenant,  of  a  Company  of  same  Coun- 
ty and  same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  George  Patterson,  appointed  Captain  of  a  Com- 
pany in  same  County  and  same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Henry  Willson,  Jun.,  appointed  Captain  of  a 
Company  in  same  County  and  same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  John  Daugherty,  appointed  Captain,  Francis 
Baker,  First  Lieutenant,  William  Marsh  Cartrey,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  James  Gibson,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  Talbot  County,  belonging  to  the  Fourth  Bat- 
talion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Captain  Peter  Adams  twenty-three  Pounds  nineteen 
Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  making  Clothes  for  his  Com- 
pany. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-  Shore  pay 
to  Ensign  Benjamin  Chalmers  three  Pounds  thirteen  Shil- 
lings and  seven  Pence,  for  expenses  incurred  for  apprehend- 
ing Alexander  Ross. 

Brigadier-General  Hooper  having  formed  the  following 
Companies  into  a  Corps, 

Ordered,  That  Conmiissions  issue  agreeable  to  his  re- 
commendation, as  follows : 

To  William  Traverse,  appointed  Colonel,  Daniel  Fallen 
Major,  and  Levin  farker.  Quartermaster,  of  said  Corps. 

Also,  to  Henry  Lake,  appointed  Captain,  Levi  Willin, 
First  Lieutenant,  Luke  Robinson,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
John  Todd,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  said  Corps. 

Also,  to  Matthias  Traverse,  appointed  Captain,  John 
Ashcom  Traverse,  First  Lieutenant,  Alexander  Tolly,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  and  Philip  Furguson,  Ensign,  of  a  Com- 
pany of  said  Corj)s. 

Also,  to  Captain  McNemara's  Company,  heretofore  com- 
missioned, and  a  fourth  company,  consisting  of  forty-three 
men,  hereafter  to  be  commissioned  by  special  license  of  the 
Committee  of  Observation  of  Dorchester  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Colonel  and  Major  of  said  Corps 
rank  as  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Second  Major. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  the  City  of 


Annapolis  deliver  to  Major  Price  twenty-five  of  the  small- 
est G unlocks  imported  in  Captain  Tibbet,  for  Mr.  White, 
Riflemaker. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Weems  sixty-four  Pounds  seven  Shillings  and  nine 
Pence,  for  pay  of  his  Battalion  when  on  duty. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  154  was  sent  to  the  Commhtee  of 
Safety  of  JV'ortA-Caro/wia;  letter  No.  155  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Observation  at  Wilmington,  in  New-Castle  County. 

Adjourned  till  next  day. 

Friday,  May  17,  1776. 

•   Council  met.   Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Westem-Slwre  pay  to 
Ea.  Haynes  one  hundred  Pounds,  on  account  of  Prisoners 
of  North-  Carolina. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  18,  1776. ' 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Joseph  Middkton  ninety-one  Pounds  five  Shillings,  it 
being  the  balance  of  his  account  for  furnishing  a  Pilot-Boat 
to  3d  day  of  this  instant. 

Adjourned  till  Monday,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  May  20,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  on  Saturday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  William  I^ux,  agent  for  the  Ship  Defence,  two  hundred 
Pounds. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Nicholas  Thomas, 
for  the  use  of  Major  Jeremiah  Banning,  one  Pound  four  Shil- 
lings and  eight  Pence,  for  his  military  attendance  on  the  late 
alarm. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Major 
Price,  for  the  use  of  Captain  Thomas  Woolford's  Company 
of  Regulars,  ten  Rifles,  with  ten  Powder-horns  and  Pouches, 
twenty-nine  Muskets,  with  Bullet-moulds  equivalent,  and 
also  thirty-seven  Blankets. 

Ordered^  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  George  Plater,  for  the  use  of  John  Mason,  tw  o 
Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  Shot  sold  to 
Captain  J.  A.  Thomas. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastem-Sliore  pay 
to  Brigadier-General  Chamberlaine  forty -one  Pounds  thirteen 
Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  pay  of  Militia  in  Talbot  County, 
on  duty  in  the  late  alarm. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  156  was  sent  to  Gerard  Hopkins, 
Deputy  Commissary  at  Baltimore  Town. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  George  Gordon  twenty  Pounds,  and  also  the  further  sum 
of  seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  (in  separate  orders,)  in  part 
payment  for  Gun-Carriages. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Richard  Barnes  thirty-one  Pounds  nine  Shillings 
and  two  Pence,  for  pay  and  subsist  of  a  Company  of  his  Bat- 
talion, on  duty  on  the  late  alarm. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  James  Roysion  ono 
Pound  fifteen  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  currency,  for  work 
done  to  Wheel-Carriages. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Joseph  Garretson 
one  Pound  fourteen  Shillings  and  nine  Pence,  for  sundries 
furnished  Captain'F«//brrf. 

Commissions  issued  to  Robert  Owens,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, Edward  Crow,  First  Lieutenant,  Charles  Penn,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Thomas  Conner,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  the  [jower  District  oi Frederick  County,  belonging 
to  the  Sixteenth  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  deliver  to  Lieu- 
tenant Eli  Dorscy,  for  the  use  of  Captain  Watkins's  Inde- 
pendent Company,  eleven  Rifles,  with  Powder-horns  and 
Pouches,  and  twenty-seven  Muskets,  with  Bullet-moulds 
equivalent  thereto. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 
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Tuesday,  May  21,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  tlie  Western-Shore  pay 
to  James  Tat/lor  fifteen  Pounds,  in  part,  for  Gun-Carriages. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  H'illiam  Lux,  for 
tlie  use  of  WilUam  Hoffman,  five  Pounds  fourteen  ShilHngs, 
for  nineteen  reams  of  Cartridge-paper. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Lieutenant  fVilliam 
Stexvart,  for  the  use  of  Captain  Samuel  Smith,  twenty 
Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  boarding  and 
nursing  his  sick  men. 

Ordered,  Tliat  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Major  Price  one 
hundied  and  thirty-two  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  and  six 
Pence,  for  leather  Breeches,  Intrenching  Tools,  &c'.,  deli- 
vered into  the  Magazine  for  the  use  of  the  Troops. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  Clerk  twenty  Pounds  for  Expresses,  and  other  trifling 
expenditures. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  23,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  Joshua  Beall  one  hundred  and  forty-six  Pounds 
five  Shillings,  for  pay  and  subsist  of  his  Battalion  when  on 
duty. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  said  Colonel  Beall 
eighty-seven  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  five  Pence,  for  ex- 
penses in  guarding  the  Magazine  at  Bladensburgh,  and  at- 
tending the  delivery  of  Powder,  &ic. 

Ordered,  That  the  Captains  of  the  Brigs  Fortune  and 
Rogers,  and  Schooner  Ninety-Two,  immediately  order  their 
vessels  down  to  the  Port  of  Annapolis,  and  wait  upon  the 
Council  of  Safety  for  Instructions  and  Sailing  Orders. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Baltimore 
Town  deliver  to  Captain  Campbell  (on  loan)  three  hundred 
weight  of  Sheet  Lead. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  157  was  sent  to  Captain  James  Ni- 
cholson. 

Commissions  issued  to  ffilliam  Morgan,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, John  Farmer,  First  Lieutenant,  Daniel  Root,  Jun., 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  William  Prigg,  Jun.,  Ensign,  of  a 
Company  of  Militia  in  Harford  County. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  William,  Brown  five  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  for  supply- 
ing the  South-River  Battalion  with  Provisions  when  on  duty. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  William  Nevin  for- 
ty Pounds,  in  part  of  his  account  for  Ramrods,  he. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  John  Gun- 
hy  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  Pounds  seventeen  Shillings 
and  nine  Pence,  for  balance  of  his  general  account  to  the  3d 
instant. 

Adjourned  till  next  day. 

Thursday,  May  23,  1776. 
Council  met.    Present  as  on  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western- Shore  pay 
to  Colonel  John  Stull  eighteen  Pounds,  for  three  months' 
pay  of  his  Adjutant. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  Fulford 
one  hundred  and  one  Pounds  nine  Shiliinirs,  for  Gun-Car- 
nages. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Baltimore 
County  deliver  to  Messrs.  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes  what- 
ever quantity  of  Powder  may  be  necessary  for  the  proof  of 
Cannon  to  be  supplied  this  Province  according  to  his  con- 
tract. 

Commissions  issued  to  Stephen  Hyland,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, WiUiam  Veazey,  First  Lieutenant,  William  Mauldin, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Nathan  Arrants,  Ensign,  of  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia  in  Cecil  County. 

Also,  to  WiUiam  Clayland,  appointed  Captain  in  Joseph 
Bruffs  Company  of  Militia,  in  Talbot  County,  belonging  to 
the  Fourth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Robert  Hall,  appointed  Ensign  of  Captain  Jacob 
Gibson's  Company,  in  same  County,  and  belonging  to  the 
same  Battalion. 


Also,  to  Jonathan  Abell,  appointed  First  Lieutenant,  Per- 
ry Benson,  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Jonathan  Gibso7i,  En- 
sign, of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Talbot  County,  belonging  to 
the  Thirty-Eighth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  John  Imprcy  Dawson,  appointed  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  James  Loxve,  Ensign,  of  Captain  Haddaman's 
Company  of  Militia,  in  the  same  County,  belonging  to  same 
Battalion. 

An  order  having  heretofore  passed  this  Board  for  weigh- 
ing the  Vessels  sunk  in  the  Channel  of  the  River  Patapsco, 
near  Whetstone-Point,  and  that  Captain  James  Nicholson, 
with  the  Ship  Defence  and  her  Tendci-s,  should  assist  in  ex- 
ecuting the  same ;  which  order  hath  not  hitherto,  we  are 
informed,  been  complied  with  by  reason  of  the  necessary  ab- 
sence of  Captain  Nicholson,  and  one  or  both  of  his  Tenders  ; 
we  therefore,  being  desirous  of  having  said  vessels  weigh- 
ed with  all  convenient  speed,  do  request  that  Messrs.  Jesse 
Hollingsivorth,  Isaac  Vanbibber,  and  Benjamin  Griffith,  or 
any  two  of  them,  would  cause  said  vessels  to  be  weighed 
up  at  the  publick  expense ;  and  do  hereby  authorize  and  em- 
power them,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  employ  proper  vessels 
and  labourers  for  that  purpose,  and  to  call  to  their  assistance 
the  Ship  Defence,  or  her  Tenders,  when  they  return  to  the 
Harbour  of  Baltimore  Town. 

And  furtiier,  to  cause  said  vessels  to  be  reappraised  on 
oath,  rigged,  and  otherwise  put  in  the  same  state  they  were 
in  when  sunk,  as  near  as  may  be,  and  return  an  account  of 
said  re-appraisement,  and  of  expenses  from  time  to  time,  to 
the  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Beall  be  requested  to  send  the 
Muskets  made  by  John  Yost,  at  Georgetown,  to  Port-To- 
bacco, in  Charles  County,  for  the  use  of  Captain  Rezin 
BeaWs  Company,  of  regular  troops,  stationed  there,  and 
also  send  the  Powder  now  at  Bladensburgh  to  a  Magazine 
near  Captain  Tootle's,  in  the  neighbourhood  oi  Annapolis, 
in  a  wagon  hired  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Colonel  Smallwood  be  requested  to  de- 
tach an  Ensign,  with  a  Sergeant  and  four  privates,  to  guard 
the  Powder,  now  in  the  possession  of  Colonel  Beall,  from 
Bladensburgh  to  the  Magazine  near  Captain  Tootle's,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Annapolis. 

Ordered,  That  the  Eastern-Shore  Treasurer  pay  to  Co- 
lonel John  Ennalls  one  hundred  and  forty  Pounds  six  Shil- 
lings and  four  Pence,  for  pay  of  his  Battalion  on  duty. 

Ordered,  That  the  Western-Shore  Treasurer  pay  to  Co- 
lonel William  Richardson  twelve  Pounds,  for  two  months' 
pay  of  an  Adjutant  to  his  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Robert  Cummings  one  thousand  Pounds,  for  victualling 
Troops.  ' 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  the  City  of 
Annapolis  deliver  to  Isaac  Harris  five  pounds  of  Powder  for 
proving  Musket-barrels. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay  to 
Messrs.  Daniel  a.nd  Samuel  Hughes  five  hundred  Pounds,  as 
advance  money  on  account  of  contract  for  Cannon. 

Adjourned  till  next  day,  ten  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  24,  1776. 

Council  met.    Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Western-Shore  Treasurer  pay  to  Co- 
lonel Thomas  Contee,  for  the  use  of  John  Stonestreet,  three 
Pounds  thirteen  Shillings  and  two  Pence,  on  account  of  the 
North- Carolina  Prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  William  Neele,  for  the  use  of  Hugh  Young,  fourteen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  eleven  Pence, 
for  amount  of  cargo  of  the  Brig  Brith. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Messrs.  Lux  (f 
Bowly  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings 
and  three  Pence,  the  balance  of  their  general  account  of 
Ship  Defence.  ■ 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Captain  James 
Tootle  thirty-nine  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  five  Pence,  for 
\\'ages  and  other  disbursements  when  on  board  the  Wicked 
Dick. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  159  was  sent  to  the  Committee  of 
Safety  of  North-  Carolina. 
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Ordered,  That  the  Western-Shore  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Ringgold  five  hundred  Pounds,  to  enable  liim  to 
prosecute  a  Salt  Work,  on  his  bond. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  William  Tillard 
seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  for  amount  of  Mrs. 
Furgttson's  account,  and  his  own,  for  providing  subsistence 
of  the  South-River  Battalion. 

Commissions  issued  to  Demvood  Hicks,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, Moses  Lecompt,  First  Lieutenant,  Henry  Keene,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  and  John  Budd,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of 
Militia  in  Dorchester  County. 

Also,  to  Joseph  Rohson,  appointed  Captain,  Moses  Le- 
compt, First  Lieutenant. 

Commissions  issued  to  Thomas  Wynn  Lioockerman,  ap- 
pointed Second  Lieutenant,  and  Alexander  Waddell,  En- 
sign, of  Captain  Joseph  Richardson's  Comjjany  of  MiHtia, 
in  Caroline  County,  belonging  to  the  Fourteenth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Plummer  Williams,  appointed  Captain,  Benja- 
min Schoolfield,  First  Lieutenant,  Ebcnezcr  Finley,  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  Richard  Williams,  Ensign,  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  Somerset  County,  belonging  to  the  Seventeenth 
Battalion. 

Also,  to  Nathaniel  Potter,  heretofore  appointed  by  the 
Convention  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Caroline 
County,  belonging  to  the  Fourteenth  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Thomas  Bourk,  appointed  Captain  of  the  Cam- 
bridge Blues,  heretofore  commissioned  by  the  Convention, 
but  having  mislaid  or  lost  their  commissions  under  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Convention  in  January  last. 

Adjourned  till  next  day. 

Saturday,  May  25,  1776. 

Council  met.     Present  as  yesterday. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Richard  Tilghman  Earle  thirty  Shillings,  for  Brimstone 
lodged  in  Charles  Wallace's  Store. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  John  Gibson  three  Pounds,  for  the  carriage  of  Letters, 
Packets,  &c.,  to  Eastern-Shore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Eastern-Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  of  Dorchester  County,  or 
their  order,  nineteen  Pounds  and  one  Penny,  for  sundries  by 
them  expended  for  publick  uses,  as  per  account  filed. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Robert  Goldsbo- 
rough,  Esq.,  or  order,  fifty-five  Shillings,  for  so  much  by  him 
^aid  an  Express  from  Cambridge  to  the  Committee  of  So- 
merset County. 

Commissions  issued  to  Walter  Tolly,  Junior,  appointed 
Colonel ;  Darby  Lwc,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Janus  Gittings, 
First  Major ;  Thomas  Sollers,  Second  Major ;  and  Benjamin 
Rogers,  Quartermaster,  of  the  Gunpowder  Battalion,  in  Bal- 
timore County. 

Also,  to  M^Uiam  Buchanan,  appointed  Colonel ;  John 
Moalc,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Benjamin  Nicholson,  First 
Major ;  Thomas  Jones,  Second  Major ;  and  James  Calhoun, 
Quartermaster,  of  Baltimore  Town  Battalion,  in  Baltimore 
County. 

Also,  to  Thomas  Gist,  Senior,  appointed  Colonel ;  Samuel 
Owens,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Cradock,  First  Major ; 
Isaac  Hammond,  Second  Major ;  and  Joseph  Gist,  Quarter- 
master, o{  Soldier's  Delight  Battalion,  in  Baltimore  County. 

Copy  of  Letter  No.  160  was  sent  to  Captains  Ridley, 
Maubrey,  and  Sand,  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  the  Western-Shore  Treasurer  pay  to  Wil- 
liam Neile,  of  Baltimore  Town,  fifteen  iiundred  and  forty- 
five  Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  four  Pence,  for  the  Schooner 
Nancy,  and  the  amount  of  her  cargo,  insured  by  this  Pro- 
vince, and  captured  at  St.  Eustatia. 

Commissions  issued  to  James  Martin,  appointed  Captain, 
William  Handy,  Junior,  First  Lieutenant,  William  Selby, 
(o{  William,)  Second  Lieutenant,  and  Patrick  Glasgow, 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in  Worcester  County,  be- 
lonffiuK  to  the  Tenth  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Western-Shore  Treasurer  pay  to  Co- 
lonel James  Murray  seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  currency,  for 
the  payment  of  the  carriage  of  publick  Arms  from  Dorchester 
County  to  Worcester. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  of  Stores  at  Baltimore 


Town  deliver  to  Isaac  Harris,  or  his  order,  all  the  G unlocks 
now  in  the  publick  Magazine  at  that  place. 

Ordered,  That  the  Commissary  appointed  to  supervise 
the  Gunlock  Manufactoiy  at  Fredericktoum  deliver  to  Major 
Price,  or  his  order,  all  the  Gunlocks  already  nianfactured 
for  publick  use. 

Commissions  issued  to  Zaccheus  Onion,  appointed  Cap- 
tain, Sutton  Gudgeon,  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  and  Philip  Chain- 
hcrlaine,  Second  Lieutenant,  of  a  Company  of  Militia  in 
Baltimore  County,  belonging  to  Gunpowder  Battalion. 

Also,  to  John  Tilly  Young,  appointed  Captain,  John 
German,  Fii-st  Lieutenant,  Philip  Colvin,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  William  Galloway,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  of  Mili- 
tia, in  the  same  County,  belonging  to  the  same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Job  Garretson,  appointed  Captain,  John  Long, 
First  Lieutenant,  William  Graves,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 
Joseph  Stansbury,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  belonging  to  same 
Battalion. 

Also,  to  John  Mercer,  appointed  Captain,  Benjamin 
Buck,  First  Lieutenant,  William  Clark,  Second  Lieute- 
nant, and  Benjamin  Stansbury,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  be- 
longing to  same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  Josias  Bowen,  appointed  Captain,  William 
Mackubbin,  First  Lieutenant,  ViiKcnt  Green,  Second  'Lieu- 
tenant, and  Job  Smith,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  belonging  to 
same  Battalion. 

Also,  to  John  Standiford,  appointed  Captain,  Edward 
Oldham,  First  Lieutenant,  James  Oglevie,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Shadrach  Green,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  belong- 
ing to  same  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  six  Companies,  together  with 
Captain  William  CromwelTs  and  Captain  James  Bosley's, 
constitute  the  Gunpowder,  or  Tenth,  Battalion. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  Middle  District  of 
Frederick  County  sixty  Pounds,  on  account  of  the  North- 
Carolina  Prisoners. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay'  to  Oliver  Weedon  ten 
Pounds  fifteen  Shillings,  it  being  the  balance  of  account  for 
stocking  twenty  Muskets  and  two  Gunlocks,  at  twelve  Shil- 
lings and  six  Pence  each,  as  per  receipt. 

Commissions  issued  to  Pollard  Edmondson,  appointed 
First  Lieutenant,   John    Waters,  Second  Lieutenant,  and 

Richard ,  Third  Lieutenant,  of  Captain  John 

Gunby's  Independent  Company  of  Regulars. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  James  Tilghman,  Esq.,  sixty-seven  Pounds  four  Shillings, 
for  his  attendance  as  a  Member  of  the  Counc'd  of  Safety 
ninety-six  days. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  aforesaid  pay  to  Daniel  of 
St.  Thomas  Jenifer  seventy-nine  Pounds  two  Shillings,  for 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  days'  attendance  in  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Charles  Carroll, 
Barrister,  fifty-six  Pounds  fourteen  Shillings,  for  eighty-one 
days'  attendance  in  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Benjamin 
Rumsey  twenty-eight  Shillings,  for  two  days'  attendance  in 
Council. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Gabriel  Duvall  one 
hundred  and  eight  Pounds  nineteen  Shillings  and  thrt^n 
Pence,  for  one  hundred  and  five  days'  attendence  as  Clerk, 
and  amount  of  his  account  filed. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Mr.  Richard 
Ridgely  sixty-nine  Pounds  two  Shillings,  currency,  for  his 
attendance  as  Assistant  Clerk,  and  amount  of  account. 

Ordered,  That  said  Treasurer  pay  to  Allen  Quynn  four 
Pounds  four  Shillings,  for  six  days'  attendance  as  Messenger 
to  the  Council  of  Safety. 

Ordered,  That  the  Western-Shore  Treasurer  pay  to 
Robert  Reynolds,  for  eighty-eight  days'  attendance  as  Door- 
keeper, and  amount  of  his  account  filed,  forty-seven  Pounds 
three  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  currency. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasurer  pay  to  John  Hall,  B^q., 
sixteen  Pounds  sixteen  Shillings,  for  twenty-four  days'  at- 
tendance as  a  Member  of  the  Council. 

Thus  ended  the  Proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Safety, 
this  '25lh  day  of  May,  1776. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Council. 

R.  Ridgely,  Clerk. 
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MARYLAND  CONVENTION. 
At  a  Convention  of  Delegates,  chosen   by  the  several 
Counties  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  at  the  City  of  Anna- 
polis, on  IVednesday,  the  8th  of  May,  1776.     Present: 

For  St.  IMary's  County. — Richard  Barnes,  John  Reider, 
Athanasius  Ford. 

For  Charles. — Josias  Hawhins,  Robert  T.  llooe,  Wil- 
liam Harrison,  Joseph  II.  Harrison. 

Fob  Calvert. — Edward  Gantt,  Patrick  Smith,  William 
Allein. 

For  Princk  George's. — Thomas  Contee,  Robert  Tyler. 

For  Anne  Arundel. — Charles  Carroll,  Bamster,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Jr. 

For  Frederick,  liOWER  District. — Henry  Griffith. 
Middle. —  Charles  Beatiy,  Baker  Johnson. 
Upper. —  William  Baird. 

For  Baltimore. — Benjamin  Nicholson,  Walter  Tollcy,  Jr. 

For  Harford. — Thomas  Bond. 

For  Cecil. — John  Veazey,  Jun.,  Joseph  Gilpin,  John  D. 
Thompson,  Patrick  Ewing,  William  Currer. 

Fob  Kent. — Peregrine  Letherbury,  William  Sluhy,  Tho- 
mas Ringgold. 

For.Queen  Anne's. — James  Hollyday,  Turbuit  Wright, 
Thomas  Wright,  Richard  T.  Earle,  James  Tilghman. 

For  Talbot. — James  Lloyd  Chamberlaine,  Nicholas  Tho- 
mas, Pollard  Edmondson. 

For  Dorchester. — ^Robert  Goldsborough,  Henry  Hooper, 
James  Murray,  John  Ennals. 

For  Caroline. — Nathaniel  Potter,  William  Richardson, 
Henry  Dickinson,  Richard  Mason. 

For  Somerset. — George  Dashiell,  Gustavus  Scott,  Peter 
Waters. 

For  Worcester. — Peter  Chaille,  Samuel  Handy,  John 
Done,  Joseph  Dashiell. 

The  Honourable  Charles  Carroll,  Esquire,  Barrister,  was 
chosen  President. 

Ordered,  That  Gabriel  Duvall  be  continued  Clerk  to  the 
Convention,  and  that  he  qualify  himself  as  such  by  taking 
oath  that  he  will  faithfully,  diligently,  and  honestly  discharge 
the  office  of  Clerk  to  the  Convention  of  Maryland,  and  that 
he  will  not  disclose  or  reveal  the  secrets  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  AUen  ^uynn  be  continued  Messen- 
ger, and  Mr.  Robert  Reynolds  Doorkeeper  to  the  Conven- 
tion ;  and  that  they  severally  qualify  themselves  as  such  by- 
taking  the  oath  of  office  and  secrecy,  as  above  directed  to  be 
taken  by  the  Clerk. 

Ordered,  That  the  resolve  of  Secrecy  entered  into  at  the 
last  session  of  Convention  be  observed  this  session. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  9,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  the  Members  present  as  on  yester- 
day. 

The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.  Col.  Geors^e 
Plater,  a  Member  for  St.  Mary's  County,  appeared  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House.  Mr.  Sudler  appeared  in  the 
House. 

A  Remonstrance  from  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
tlie  Lower  District  of  Frederick  County,  relating  to  the  pay- 
ment of  Publick  Taxes ;  a  Petition  irom  the  Lieutenants 
of  the  Second  Independent  Company  of  Regular  Troops, 
praying  to  be  removed  from  said  Company ;  a  Petition 
from  William  Paris,  of  the  City  of  Annapolis ;  and  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Talbot 
County  against  Alexander  Wickham,  were  severally  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Certificates  of  the  qualification  of  the  Clerk,  Messeno-er, 
and  Doorkeeper,  were  produced  and  filed. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  in  consequence 
of  intercepted  Letters  from  Lord  George  Germaine  to  Robert 
Eden,  Esquire,  Deputy  Governour  of  Maryland,  were  laid 
before  the  Convention,  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Representation  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Talbot  County,  of  the  case  of  Alexander  Wick- 
ham, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Alexander  Wickham  be  commit- 


ted to  the  custody  of  a  guard,  to  be  appointed  by  Colonel 
William  Smalhcood.  until  the  Convention  shall  take  order  in 
the  premises,  and  that  the  guard  from  the  Independent 
Company  commanded  by  C'aptain  Hintlman  be  discharged 
of  the  said  Alexander  Wickham. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.  Convention  met.  Mr.  Rumsey,  Mr. 
Hall,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Love,  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  Mr.  J.  T. 
Chase,  appeared  in  the  House. 

A  Memorial  from  Francis  Baker,  of  Talbot  County, 
praying  a  remission  of  that  part  of  the  sentence  pronounced 
against  him  at  the  last  session  of  Convention  which  forbids 
him  to  offer  himself  for  any  office  of  trust,  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  of  Lieutenants 
Uriah  Forrest,  William  Bowie,  and  Benjamin  Brooks,  of 
the  Second  Independent  Company  of  Regular  Troops, 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Giinby  appear  before  this 
Convention,  or,  in  the  recess  thun-of,  before  the  Council  of 
Safety,  on  Monday,  the  20th  instant,  to  answer  the  charge 
exhibited  against  him  in  said  Petition. 

Ordered,  That  summonses  issue  to  Henry  Jackson  and 
Lieutenants  William  Boivie  and  Benjamin  Brooks,  of  So- 
merset County,  Captain  James  Handy,  of  Worcester  Coun- 
ty, and  Mr.  Robert  Cummins,  of  Baltimore  County,  to  ap- 
pear before  this  Convention,  or,  in  the  recess  thereof,  before 
the  Council  of  Safety,  on  Monday,  the  20th  instant. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  of  William  Paris, 
Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  said  Petition,  and  report 
thereon  to  the  Convention;  and  that  Mr.  Griffith,  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Dashiell,  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  be  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Alexander  Wickham  be  allowed  the  sum 
of  three  Shillings  and  six  Pence  per  day  during  his  confine- 
ment, for  subsistence. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  moming,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  10,  1776. 
Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read.     Mr.  Beall  ap- 
peared in  the  House. 

Mr.  Griffith  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  tlie 
facts  set  forth  in  the  Petition  of  William  Paris ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  Robert  Wood,  of  Frederick  County,  re- 
lating to  the  erecting  a  Sheeting  and  Slitting  Mill ;  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Prince 
George's  County,  on  the  6th  instant ;  a  Petition  from  James 
Hutchings,  of  Queen  Anne's  County,  against  the  conduct 
of  Samuel  Purviance ;  a  Petition  from  the  Pomonkey  Com- 
pany of  Militia,  in  Charles  County ;  Proposals  from  Henry 
Hollingsworth,  of  Ce«7 County,  to  manufacture  Gun-barrels; 
a  Petition  from  John  Bretver,  of  the  City  of  Annapolis ;  and 
a  Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Prince  George's  County, 
on  Potomack  River,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jordan  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  Mr.  Samuel  Purvi- 
ance, Junior,  was  attending,  agreeable  to  his  recognisance, 
entered  into  by  order  of  the  Council  of  Safety  on  the  26th 
day  of  April  last, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  papers  laid  before  the  Convention  by  the  Council  of 
Safety  relative  to  tlie  conduct  of  the  said  Samuel  Pnrvi- 
aiKe,  Jun.,  and  report  the  charge  arising  therefrom  ;  and  Mr. 
Hollyday,  Mr.  Goldsborough,  and  IVIr.  T.  Johnson,  were 
elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 
A  Petition  from  the  Committee  and  inhabitants  of  the 
Upper  District  of  Frederick  County  ;  a  Petition  from  the 
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Committee  and  otliers,  the  freemen  of  the  Lower  District  of 
said  County;  a  Memorial  from  Captain  Edward  Veazey, 
of  the  Seventii  Independent  Company,  of  Regular  Troops  ; 
and  a  Remonstrance  from  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Talbot  County,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Hollyday  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  apj)ointed  to  examine  the  papers 
laid  before  the  Convention  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  rela- 
tive to  the  conduct  of  the  said  Samuel  Purviance,  Jan. ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  follows  in  these 
words,  to  wit : 

"  By  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  papers  laid 
before  the  Convention  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun..  of  Baltimore  Town, 
&c. 

"  Your  Committee  do  report,  that  they  have  examined  the 
papers  laid  before  the  Convention,  from  which  it  appears  to 
your  Committee'that  the  charge  arising  from  the  said  papers 
falls  under  the  following  heads: 

"  First.  That  the  said  Samuel  Purviance,  since  the  rising 
of  the  last  Convention,  hath  usurped  a  power  to  direct  the 
operations  of  the  military  force  of  this  Province,  (at  a  time 
when  the  Council  of  Safety,  to  whom  the  same  solely  and 
properly  belongs  in  the  recess  of  Convention,  was  sitting, 
and  might,  without  inconvenience,  have  been  applied  to,) 
as  appears  by  his  letter  of  instructions  to  Captain  Samuel 
Smith,  of  Colonel  Smallwood's  Battalion,  bearing  date  the 
14th  day  of  April  last,  a  copy  of  which,  attested  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council  of  Safety,  your  Committee  refer  to. 

"Secondly,  That  the  said  Samuel  Purviance,  being  (at  the 
time  of  his  writing  the  said  letter,  and  giving  the  said  in- 
structions) Chairman  of  the  Committee  oi Baltimore  Coun- 
ty, did  write  the  said  letter,  and  give  the  said  instructions, 
under  colour  of  his  said  office  of  Chairman,  and  as  if  at  the 
request  of  the  said  Committee  ;  whereas  the  said  Committee 
were  not  consulted  thereon,  nor  made  acquainted  therewith, 
as  appears  by  the  said  letter  and  instructions,  and  by  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  Committee,  attested  copies  whereof, 
among  the  said  papers,  are  referred  to. 

"Thirdly,  That  the  said  Samuel  Purviance,  by  writing 
and  speaking,  and  particularly  by  a  letter  by  him  written 
to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  some  time  about  the  mid- 
dle of  April  last,  hath  unjustly  represented  the  Convention 
and  Council  of  Safety  as  irresolute  and  afraid  to  execute 
the  trusts  reposed  in  tliem,  and  endeavoured  to  draw  a  sus- 
picion upon  them  of  a  want  of  spirit  and  zeal  in  the  execu- 
tion of  their  duty. 

"  All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  honourable  Convention. 

"  ^y  °'^^'"^  '•  «  R.  RiDGELY,  Oerk  Com." 

On  consideration  whereof, 

Resolved,  That  Thursday  next  be  appointed  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  to  answer  the  charge 
exhibited  against  him ;  but  if  it  should  appear,  by  affida- 
vit, that  Mr.  John  Smith  (whose  testimony  Mr.  Purviance 
alleges  is  material  to  him)  cannot  be  had  here  on  that  day, 
then  the  Convention  do  order  that  Mr.  Purviance  shall 
appear  as  aforesaid  on  the  Saturday  following,  at  nine 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Mackall  and  Mr.  Buchanan  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  of  James  Hutch- 
ings,  of  (^ueen  Anne's  County,  against  the  conduct  of  &i!- 
muel  Purviance,  Jun., 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
Thursday  next. 

The  Proiwsals  of  Heni-y  Hollingsworth  being  read  a 
second  time, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  of 
the  same,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

And  Mr.  Gilpin,  Mr.  Ringgold,  and  Mr.  Rumsey,  were 
elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  11,  1776. 

Convention  met.    All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 
A  Petition  from  George  Freiwh,  Sheriff,  and  Joshua 


Tesstil,  one  of  the  Deputy  Sheriffs  of  Frederick  County;  a 
Petition  from  Abraham  Ijinganf titer,  David  Alspaugh,  and 
Henry  Barnes,  languishing  Debtors  in  Frederick  County 
Jail ;  and  a  Petition  from  Philemon  Downes,  late  Sheriff  of 
^ueen  Anne's  County,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  all  Petitions  relative  to  Procxe(Kngs  of 
Committees  of  Observation  against  Non-EnroUers  be  i-e- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  Petition  of  William  Farts. 

Mr.  Allein  and  Mr.  Plater  have  leave  of  absence  till 
Monday  next. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  for  Prince  George's  County,  of  the 
6th  instant,  relative  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Eversfield  and 
Mr.  Ralph  Forster, 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolutions  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
vention sufficiently  provide  for  the  case  stated  in  the  said 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Reider  has  leave  of  absence. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  of  Robert  Wood, 
of  Frederick  County, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  of 
the  same,  and  report  their  opinion  thereon. 

And  Mr.  Gilpin,  Mr.  Beatty,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Chase,  were 
elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  Mon- 
day next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  late  intercepted  Letters  to  Go- 
vernour  Eden,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Province  thereupon. 

Mr.  Ringgold  and  Mr.  Nicholson  have  leave  of  absence 
till  Monday  next. 

Convention  adjourns  till  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Monday,  May  13,  1776. 
Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  Reider,  Mr.  Nicholson,  and  Mr.  Alkin. 
The  Proceedings  of  Saturday  were  read. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Calvert  County,  on  the  complaint  of  Joseph  Wilkiruon 
against  James  Weems,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  th« 
table. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  adjust  the  several  cl^ms  on  the  Treasury. 

And  Mr.  Eark,  Mr.  Contee,  Mr.  Tolley,  Mr.  Hooe,  and 
Mr.  Chamberlaine,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for 
that  purpose. 

The  Petition  of  Pumal  Johnson  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dallam  appeared  in  the  House. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  of  Philemon 
Downes,  late  Sheriff  of  Queen  Anne's  County,  and  con- 
sidering the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  case  therein  stated  is  provided  for  in 
the  Resolutions  of  the  Convention,  held  the  26th  oi  July 
last ;  and  that  the  Committee  for  licensing  suits  in  Queen 
Anne's  County  ought  to  grant  licenses  to  sue  or  warrant,  as 
the  case  may  require,  under  the  limitations  expressed  in  the 
said  Resolves  of  July. 

The  Memorial  of  Francis  Baker,  of  Talbot  County,  was 
read  a  second  time,  and  considered. 

And  thereupon  Resolved,  That  the  same  be  rejected. 

On  considering  the  Representation  from  the  Committee  of 
Talbot  County,  of  the  case  of  Alexander  Wickham, 

Resolved,  That  he  be  discharged,  being  a  person  too  in- 
significant and  contemptible  for  the  further  notice  of  this 
Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  in  all  cases  in  which  the 
Council  of  Safety,  or  any  Committee  of  Observation  within 
this  Province,  shall  be  in  want  of  a  Witness  or  Witnesses, 
in  any  fact  properly  depending  before  them,  that  they  issue 
subpoena,  requiring  the  attendance  of  the  said  Witness  or 
Witnesses,  at  a  time  and  place  by  the  said  Council  or  Com- 
mittee to  be  appointed ;  and  in  case  of  disobedience,  that 
they  issue  attachment  of  contempt,  directed  to  some  Cap- 
tain of  the  Mihtia,  requiring  him  to  take  the  body  of  the  Wit- 


1583 


MARYLAND  CONVENTION,  MAY,  1776. 


1584 


ness  or  Witnesses  disobeying  as  aforesaid,  and  him  or  them 
bring  before  the  said  Council  or  Committee,  to  answer  the 
contempt ;  and  may  fine  the  said  Witness  or  Witnesses  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  five  Pounds,  current  money.  And  if 
it  shall  happen  that  any  Witness  shall  refuse  to  declare  on 
oath  the  truth  of  his  or  her  knowledge,  touching  the  fact 
under  the  consideration  of  such  Council  or  Committee,  that 
they  have  full  power  and  authority  to  commit  sucii  Witness 
to  the  custody  of  some  Captain  of  Militia  within  the  Coun- 
ty where  such  Witness  resides,- and  by  him  to  be  safely  kept 
until  such  Witness  shall  comply  as  aforesaid.  Provided, 
always,  That  this  Resolution  shall  not  be  understood  to 
compel  Witnesses  to  give  evidence  in  cases  in  which  they 
are  interested,  and  they  declare  the  same  on  oath  when  re- 
quired. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  arising  on  such  attachment 
or  commitment  be  defrayed  out  of  the  property  of  the  person 
attached  or  committed. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 

Mr.  Somervill  appeared  in  the  House. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Cecil 
County,  and  an  Address  and  Petition  from  the  Oflicers  and 
Associators  in  the  Tliirtieth  or  Stisquehannah  Battalion  of 
Militia,  in  said  County,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  of  Purnal  John- 


son, 


Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Observation  for  BaUinwre  County,  and  that  the  said  Com- 
mittee report  to  tliis  Convention  their  opinion  of  the  merits 
of  said  Petition. 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  transmit  a  copy  of  the  above 
Resolve,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  Petition,  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Baltimore  County. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  of  the  further  means  of  defence  necessary  for 
this  Province. 

And  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  Mr.  Goldsborough,  Mr.  HoUyday, 
Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Hooper,  Mr.  Tilghman,  and  Mr.  Plater,  were 
elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Remonstrance  from  the 
Committee  of  Observation  for  Talbot  County, 

Resolved,  That  the  Fourth  Battalion  of  Militia  in  said 
County  be  composed  of  the  Companies  of  the  Captains  Jo- 
seph Bruff,  Jacob  Gibson,  Nathaniel  Cooper,  John  Daugh- 
erty,  James  Lloyd,  Samuel  Abbot,  Thomas  Gordon,  and 
Greenbury  Goldsborough  ;  and  that  the  Companies  of  the 
Captains  James  Benson,  Henry  Banning,  John  Rolle,  Wil- 
laim  Hambleton,  William  Webb  Haddaway,  and  Nicholas 
Martin,  in  said  County,  form  the  Thirty -Eighth  Battalion. 

The  Remonstrance  of  the  Committee  of  the  Lower  Dis- 
trict of  Frederick  County  being  read  a  second  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration  till 
next  session  of  Convention. 

On  reading  a  second  time,  and  considering  the  Memorial 
of  Captain  Edward  Veazey, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  rejected. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  of  Abraham  Lin- 

fanfelter,  David  Alspaugh,  and  Henry  Barnes,  languishing 
(ebtors  in  Frederick  County  Jail, 
Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  consideration 
of  the  next  session  of  Convention  ;  but  that  it  is  in  the  mean 
time  recommended  to  the  several  Creditor  of  said  Petition- 
ers to  accept  the  composition  ofTered  by  tliem,  provided  the 
same  be  a  just  and  fair  one. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  Province  thereupon,  being  read. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  to-morrow,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider*of 
the  same. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  14,  1776. 

Convention  met.   All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 


The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Stull,  Mr.  Alkin,  and  Mr.  Nicholson,  appeared  io 
the  House. 

A  Petition  from  the  freemen  belonging  to  the  Twenty- 
Ninlh  Battalion  of  Militia ;  a  Petition  from  the  Committee 
and  others,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Middle  District  o( Frede- 
rick County  ;  a  Letter  from  Colonel  John  Murdock,  of  the 
Twenty-Ninth  Battalion  ;  a  Petition  from  Jacob  Keaport,  of 
Baltimore  County  ;  and  an  application  from  Michael  Cocen- 
dofer,  of  Frederick  County,  for  a  sum  of  money,  to  enable 
him  to  carry  on  a  Stocking  Manufactoiy ;  were  severally 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  Resolved  unanimously,  That  upon  every  Vote, 
the  Delegates  from  each  County  be  severally  called,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  respectively  taken,  if  required  by  a  County, 
and  that  tlie  same  be  recorded  with  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Convention. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  Con- 
vention be  published,  except  such  as  relate  to  military  ope- 
rations, and  such  others  as  shall  be  particularly  ordered  not 
to  be  published. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  application  of  Michael  Co- 
cendofer. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  receive  all 
proposals  relative  to  the  establishment  of  Manufactories,  and 
report  their  opinion  thereon. 

And  Mr.  Gilpin,  Mr.  Rumscy,  Mr.  Earle,  Mr.  Ewing, 
and  Mr.  Beall,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Petition  of  Jacob  Keaport,  of  Baltimore  County, 
being  read  a  second  time. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  rejected. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Convention  met. 

A  Recommendation  of  Field-Officers,  and  a  Petition  for 
Commissions  for  said  Officers,  from  the  Captains  Gist 
Vaughan,  Micajah  Merryman,  John  Stevenson,  (son  of  Ed- 
ward,) John  Forster,  Stephen  Gill,  (son  of  John,)  John 
Talbot,  Edward  Cockey,  and  John  Cockey,  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  Province,  being  read,  the  Convention  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of 
the  same,  Mr.  Plater  in  the  chair. 

.  After  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Plater  reported  :  That  the  Committee,  ac- 
cording to  order,  had  taken  under  their  consideration  the  late 
intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Continental  Congress  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety  there- 
upon, but,  not  being  able  to  go  through  the  same,  had  di- 
rected him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  further  of 
the  said  Letters  and  Proceedings. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Wednesday,  May  15,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  reading  a  Letter  from  Captain  John  Allen  Thomas, 
of  the  Fifth  Company  of  Independent  Regular  Troops, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Robert  Cummins,  and  the  reason  why 
he  has  not  supplied  the  Troops  with  Rations,  as  regulated 
at  the  fast  Convention,  agreeable  to  his  contract  with  the 
Council  of  Safety. 

And  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Hooe,  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  Hooper,  and 
Mr.  Barnes,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  thai 
purpose. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
the  Province  should  be  maintained  as  much  as  possible ; 
and  it  appearing  to  this  Convention  that  sundry  Officers,  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  have  refused  to  take  upon  them  the 
respective  trusts  to  which  they  have  been  appointed,  alleging 
scruples  to  take  the  usual  Oaths  to  the  Government,  during 
the  unhappy  diiTerences  with  Great  Britain : 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  Oaths  he  dispensed  with  during 
the  said  difierences  ;  and  that  the  persons  ah-eady  appointed'^ 
or  who  may  hereafter  be  appointed,  do  qualify  themselves 
for  their  trusts  by  taking  the  respective  Oaths  of  office  to 
which  they  are  or  may  be  appointed  ;  and  all  persons  con- 
cerned, either  in  administering  or  taking  the  said  Oath  of 
office,  independent  of  the  said  Oaths  to  the  Government, 
may  rest  assured  that  proper  care  shall  be  taken,  upon  the 
settlement  of  those  differences,  (an  event  we  most  ardently 
wish  for.)  to  indemnify  them  against  any  penalties  directed 
by  any  laws  to  be  inflicted  on  persons  acting  as  aforesaid 
without  having  first  taken  said  Oaths. 

Ordered,  That  Captain  John  Bonnet/s  Company  of  Mi- 
htia,  in  the  Upper  District  of  Frederick  County,  be  assigned 
a  Company  of  Light  Infantry  to  Colonel  John  StiilTs  Bat- 
talion, and  that  the  Council  of  Safety  issue  Commissions  to 
the  Officers  of  said  Company. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Baltimore  Indejiondent  Company 
of  Militia,  praying  leave  to  continue  and  be  considered  as 
an  Independent  Company  of  Militia,  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Govemow  Eden,  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  this  Province,  being  read,  the  Convention  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of  the  same ; 
Mr.  Plater  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Plater  reported :  That  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  taken  into  their  consideration  the  late 
intercepted  Letters  to  Govemour  Eden,  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
this  Province  thereupon  ;  but  not  being  able  to  go  through  ^ 
the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  in  the  afternoon, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider 
further  of  the  said  Letters  and  Proceedings. 

Adjouraed  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.    Convention  met. 

The  Petitions  of  Seth  Paddock  and  Daniel  Adams,  of  the 
Province  oi  Massachusetts-Bay,  were  severally  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Govemour  Eden,  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  Province  thereupon,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  conside- 
ration till  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  16,  1776. 
Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

The  Petition  of  Hunlock  Palfrey,  of  New-England,  and 
a  Petition  from  the  freemen  belonging  to  the  Twenty-Ninth 
Battalion  of  Militia,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Harwood  was  appointed  Assistant  Clerk  to 
the  Convention. 

Ordered,  That  he  qualify  himself  as  such  by  taking  the 
oath  of  office  and  secrecy,  as  directed  to  be  taken  by  the 
Clerk. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  persons 
be  appointed  to  consider  of  and  rejiort  proper  alterations  or 
additions  to  the  Resolutions  of  Convention  for  encouraging 
the  making  Marine  Salt. 

And  Mi-.  T.  Johnson,  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  Chaille,  Mr.  Han- 
dy, Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Jordan,  were  elected  by  ballot  a 
Committee  for  that  purpose. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  proper  alterations  or  additions  to  the 
Resolutions  of  Convention  for  erecting  a  Powder-Mill ;  and 
that  the  same  Committee  also  examine  the  Accounts  of  the 
Supervisors  of  Salt])etre  Works,  and  report  thereon. 

And  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  Mr.  Rumscy,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr. 
Gilpin,  Mr.  Hooper,  and  Mr.  Hooe,  were  elected  by  ballot 
a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 


Certificate  of  Mr.  Harwood's  qualification  was  produced 
and  filed. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mUtee  of  Calvert  County,  on  the  complaint  of  Joseph  Wil- 
kinson against  James  Weems, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  and  that  the 
Clerk  transmit  copies  of  the  above  Resolution  to  the  said 
Joseph  Wilkinson  and  James  Weems,  respectively. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  one  Shilling  per  day  be  al- 
lowed as  a  Ration  for  the  Militia  of  this  Province,  when 
called  into  actual  service. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Memorial  of  the  Baltimore 
Independent  Company,  now  commanded  by  Captain  John 
Sterrett, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  granted. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Recommendation  of  Field- 
Officers,  and  Petition  for  Commissions  for  said  Officers, 
from  the  Captains  Gist  Vaughan,  Micajah  Merryman,  John 
Stevenson,  (son  of  Edward,)  John  Forster,  Stephen  Gill, 
(son  of  John,)  John  Talhott,  Edward  Cockey,  and  John 
Cockey, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  same  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Mackall  has  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.    Met  according  to  adjournment. 

The  Petition  of  Charles  Lansdale,  of  Prince  George' t 
County,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  George  Brent,  a  Member  for  that  District  of  Frede- 
rick County  which  lies  to  the  west  of  Licking-  Creek,  aj)- 
peai-ed  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

On  hearing  and  considering  the  Petition  of  James  Hutch- 
ings,  and  the  allegations  and  proofs  offered  in  support  there- 
of, as  well  as  the  allegations  and  proofs  offered  by  Samuel 
Purviance,  in  defence  of  his  conduct. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Purviance  acted  in  a  pub- 
lick  character,  and  that  the  pressing  emergency  on  which  he 
thus  acted  renders  his  conduct  blameless. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Purviance  be  allowed 
all  just  and  reasonable  expenses  attending  the  complaint  ex- 
hibited against  him  by  the  said  James  Hutchings. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  ascertain  the  same ;  and  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  Beall,  and  Mr. 
J.  T.  Chase,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose. 

A  Petition  from  John  McFadon,  of  Baltimore  Town,  re- 
lative to  the  establishment  of  a  Linen  Manufactory,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Govemour  Eden,  the  Proceedintrs 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  this  Province  thereupon,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  considera- 
tion till  Saturday  next. 

Convention  adjourns  till  Saturday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 


Fourth  Series. — Vol.  v. 


Saturday,  May  18,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  Thursday, 
except  Mr.  Mackall  and  Mr.  Smith.  The  Proceedings  of 
Thursday  were  read. 

A  Letter  from  James  Duane,  Esquire,  enclosing  Resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  and  a  Memorial  from  the  freemen  of 
North  Susqiiehannah  Hundred,  in  Cct'i'Z  County,  were  seve- 
rally read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Griffith  biings  in,  and  delivei-s  to  Mr.  President,  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the 
several  Petitions  relative  to  proceedings  of  Committees  of 
Observation  against  Non-Enrollers ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Griffith,  Mr.  Currer,  and  Mr.  Lcfherbury,  have  leave 
of  absence. 

The  Convention,  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  took 
into  their  consideration  the  charges  reported  against  Samuel 
Purviance,  Jun.,  of  Baltimore  Town,  and  on  ht^aring  Mr. 
Purviance,  and  the  several  witnesses  by  him  produced, 
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Resolved,  That  the  said  Samuel  Purviance,  since  the 
rising  of  the  last  Convention,  hath  usurped  a  power  to  direct 
the  operations  of  the  military  force  of  this  Province,  at  a 
time  when  the  Council  of  Safety  (to  whom  the  same  solely 
and  properly  belongs,  in  the  recess  of  Convention)  was  sit- 
ting, and  might,  without  inconvenielice,  have  been  applied 
to. 

That  the  said  Samuel  Purviance,  being  (at  the  time  of  iiis 
writing  the  said  Letter  and  giving  the  said  Instructions) 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  oi  Baltimore  County,  did  write 
the  said  Letter  and  give  the  said  Instructions  under  colour 
of  his  said  office  of  Chairman,  and  as  if  at  the  request  of  the 
said  Committee  ;  whereas  the  said  Committee  were  not  con- 
sulted thereon  nor  made  acquainted  therewith. 

That  the  said  Samuel  Purviance,  by  writing  and  speak- 
ing, and  particularly  by  a  Letter  by  him  written  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Congress,  some  time  about  the  middle  of  ^|;n7 
last,  hath  unjustly  represented  the  Convention  and  Council 
of  Safety  as  irresolute  and  afraid  to  execute  the  trusts  repos- 
ed in  them,  and  endeavoured  to  draw  a  suspicion  upon  them 
of  a  want  of  spirit  and  zeal  in  the  execution  of  their  duty. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
this  Province  thereupon,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  considera- 
tion till  Monday  next. 

Convention  adjourns  till  Monday  morning,  nine  o'clock. 


Monday,  May  20,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  Saturday, 
except  Mr.  Griffith,  Mr.  Currer,  Mr.  Letherbury,  Mr.  Ty- 
ler, and  Mr.  Lloyd.  The  Proceedings  of  Saturday  were 
read. 

Mr.  Smith  appeared  in  the  House. 

The  Convention  being  informed  that  Elisha  Winters,  of 
Kent  County,  was  willing  to  contract  for  the  making  a  quan- 
tity of  Fire-Arms  for  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  the  terms  offered  by  the  said  Elisha  Win- 
ters be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of 
the  proposals  of  Henry  Hollingsworth. 

The  President  laid  before  the  Convention  a  Letter  from 
the  Deputies  of  this  Province  in  Congress,  enclosing  the  fol- 
lowing Resolution,  to  wit: 

"  In  Congress,  May  15, 1776. — Whereas  his  Bntannick 
Majesty,  in  conjunction  with  the  Lords  and  Commons  of 
Great  Britain,  has,  by  a  late  Act  of  Parliament,  excluded 
the  inhabitants  of  these  United  Colonies  from  the  protection 
of  his  Crown :  And  whereas  no  answer  whatever  to  the 
humble  Petitions  of  the  Colonies  for  redress  of  grievances 
and  reconciliation  with  Great  Britain,  has  been,  or  is  likely 
to  be  given,  but  the  whole  force  of  that  Kingdom,  aided  by 
foreign  mercenaries,  is  to  be  exerted  for  the  destruction  of 
the  good  People  of  these  Colonies :  And  whereas  it  appears 
absolutely  irreconcilable  to  reason  and  good  conscience  for 
the  People  of  these  Colonies  now  to  take  the  oaths  and  af- 
firmations necessary  for  the  support  of  any  government  under 
the  Crown  of  Great  Britain ;  and  it  is  necessary  that  the 
exercise  of  every  kind  of  authority  under  the  said  Crown 
should  be  totally  suppressed,  and  all  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment exerted  under  the  authority  of  the  People  of  the  Colo- 
nies, for  the  preservation  of  internal  peace,  virtue,  and  good 
order,  as  well  as  for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and 
properties,  against  the  hostile  invasions  and  cruel  depreda- 
tions of  their  enemies : 

"  Therefore  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
respective  Assemblies  and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, where  no  Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of 
their  aflairs  has  been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such 
Government  as  shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives 
of  the  People,  best  conduce  to  the  happiness  and  safety  of 
their  constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in  general.  • 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes : 

"  Charles  Thomson,  Secretary." 

Whicli  was  read ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  the 
same  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon. 

And  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  GoUsborough,  Mr. 


Hollyday,  and  Mr.  Tilghman,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Com- 
mittee for  tiiat  purpose. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Prhtce  George's  County,  on  the  I6th  instant,  were  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  die  Merchants  of  Dorchester  County,  a 
Letter  from  John  UansoTi,  Jun.,  of  Frederick  County,  and 
a  Petition  from  the  Minute  Company  lately  commanded  by 
Captain  William  Henry,  praying  to  be  established  a  Com- 
pany of  Militia,  under  their  late  Officers,  were  severally  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Ordered,  That  the  Muskets  made  and  sent  hither  by 
Henry  Yost  and  John  Unsold,  of  Frederick  County,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  respective  contracts  with  the  Council  of 
Safety,  on  the  28th  day  o(  November  and  14th  o( December 
last,  be  returned  to  them  as  unfit  for  service,  and  that  they 
pay  the  expense  of  sending  them  here. 

Mr.  T.  Johnson  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a 
Report  from  the  Commitice  appointed  to  consider  of  the 
Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  15th  instant,  and  report  there- 
on ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  estimate  and  re- 
port to  the  Convention  a  proper  allowance  to  tfie  Surgeons 
and  Adjutant  who  attended  the  Minute  Companies  command- 
ed by  the  Captains  James  Kent  and  William  Henry,  when 
ordered  on  duty  to  the  assistance  of  JSorihampton  and  Ac- 
comack Counties,  in  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  Petition  of  the  Lieutenants  Uriah  For- 
rest, William  Sprigg  Bowie,  and  Benjamin  Brooks,  against 
Captain  John  Gunby,  be  postponed  for  consideration  till  to- 
morrow. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  of  the  freemen  be- 
longing to  the  Twenty-Ninth  Battalion,  and  considering  the 
same, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  dismissed. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  be  em- 
powered immediately  to  contract  with  proper  persons  to 
raise  the  Vessels  lately  sunk  in  Patapsco  River  for  the 
preservation  of  Baltimore  Town,  and  to  rig  and  put  those 
Vessels  in  the  same  stale  that  they  were  before  they  were 
sunk.  And  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  time  being, 
be  also  empowered  to  appoint  proper  persons,  (not  less  than 
three,)  who,  on  oath,  shall  ascertain  and  return  the  difference 
of  value,  if  any,  of  the  same  Vessels,  occasioned  by  the  sink- 
ing thereof.  And  that  the  said  Council  of  Safety  pay  the 
expenses  of  raising  the  said  Vessels,  and  putting  them  in 
order  as  aforesaid,  out  of  the  publick  money,  as  well  as  any 
actual  expenses  incurred  by  the  owners  for  wages  and 
maintenance  of  the  crews  of  the  said  Vessels,  and  a  rea- 
sonable monthly  allowance  for  the  time  the  Vessels  have 
been  and  shall  be  out  of  the  possession  and  power  of  their 
owners. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  jG«/e/(,  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
this  Province  thereupon,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  refeired  for  further  considera- 
tion till  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Tuesday,  May  21,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Membere  present  as  on  yesterday. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

Mr.  Tyler  appeared  in  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
to  Captain  William  Henry  five  hundred  and  forty-four 
Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  to  dischai'ge  the  pay 
and  subsistence  of  his  Minute  Company. 

The  Convention  took  into  their  consideration  the  Report 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  rejwrt  on  the  Resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  15th  instant,  and  thereupon  came  to  the 
following  Resolutions : 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  People  of  tliis  Province 
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have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  the  internal 
Government  and  Police  of  this  Province. 

Rcsolucd,  unanimously,  That  it  is  tiio  opinion  of  tliis  Con- 
vention that  this  Convention  hath  ample  power  to  draw  the 
whole  force  of  this  Province  into  action,  against  the  armed 
force  that  is  or  may  be  employed  to  carry  into  execution  the 
several  unconstitutional  and  oppressive  Acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  for  laying  Taxes  in  America,  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  those  Taxes,  and  for  altering  and  changing  the 
Constitution  and  internal  Police  of  some  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  this  Province  hath  hitherto 
exerted  itself,  and  will,  upon  all  occasions,  continue  to  exert 
itself,  with  cheeriiilness  and  alacrity,  in  the  common  cause, 
agreeable  to  the  faith  pledged  in  the  union  of  the  Colonies : 
and  if  it  shall  appear  to  this  Piovince  necessary  to  enter 
into  a  further  compact  with  the  other  Colonies,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  America,  this 
Province  will  enter  into  such  further  engagement  for  that 
purpose. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  this  Convention,  by  a  re- 
solution of  the  15th  day  of  this  instant,  hath  made  sufficient 
provision  to  prevent  a  necessity  for  any  person  within  this 
Province  now  taking  the  oaths  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment under  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Convention  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
exercise  of  every  kind  of  authority  imder  the  said  Crown 
should  be  now  totally  suppressed  in  this  Province,  and  all 
the  powers  of  Government  exerted  under  the  authority  of 
the  People. 

Resolved,  That  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman,  Esq., 
and  Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  Robert  Alexander,  Samuel 
Chase,  Robert  Goldsborough,  William  Paca,  Thomas  Stone, 
and  John  Rogers,  Esquires,  Deputies,  now  re-elected  by 
ballot  to  represent  this  Province  in  Congress,  be,  and  they 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them  are,  empowered  to  represent 
this  Province  in  Congress  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Convention,  as  fully  as  they  might,  until  the  end  of  this 
session  of  Convention,  have  done  the  same  under  their  for- 
mer appointment. 

Resolved,  unanimously.  That  as  this  Convention  is  firmly 
persuaded  that  a  reunion  with  Great  Britain  on  constitu- 
tional principles  would  most  effectually  secure  the  rights  and 
liberties,  and  increase  the  strength  and  promote  the  happi- 
ness of  the  whole  Empire — objects  which  this  Province  hath 
ever  had  in  view — the  said  Deputies  are  bound  and  directed 
to  govern  themselves  by  the  Instructions  given  to  them 
by  this  Convention,  in  its  session  of  December  last,  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  said  Instructions  were  particularly 
repeated. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Convention  pro- 
ceeded to  take  into  consideration  the  Petition  of  Lieutenant 
Uriah  Forrest,  preferred  on  behalf  of  himself  and  Lieute- 
nants mUiam  Sprigg  Boivie  and  Benjamin  Brooks,  setting 
forth  that,  from  the  conduct  of  their  Captain,  John  Gunby, 
of  the  Second  Independent  Company,  of  regular  troops, 
they  had  cause  to  suspect  his  zeal  for  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties o{  America,  and  praying  to  be  removed  from  said  Com- 
pany. And  on  hearing  and  considering  the  pixxafs  and  alle- 
gations offered,  as  well  by  the  Petitionee  as  the  said  Johti 
Gunby, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  that 
the  said  Captain  John  Gunby,  far  from  having  given  any 
just  cause  to  suspect  his  zeal  for  the  rights  apd  liberties  of 
America,  hath,  by  his  conduct,  manifested  a  laudable  zeal  in 
defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  o{  America  in  general, 
and  this  Province  in  particular. 

Resolved  therefore,  That  the  said  Petition  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Bond  has  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safely 
of  this  Province,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  considera- 
tion till  to-morrow. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Calvert  County,  on  the 
complaint  of  Joseph  Wilkinson  against  James  Weems,  was 
referred  for  consideration  till  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 


WedncsJay,  May  22,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Potter.  The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were 
read. 

The  Committee  for  that  purpose  appointed,  bring  in  and 
deliver  to  Mr.  President,  a  liejx)rt  on  the  pro|K)sals  oi' Hen- 
ry Hollingsworth  to  manufacture  Gun-barrels;  also  a  Ke- 
])oit  on  the  terms  offered  by  Elisha  Winters,  of  Chestertown,. 
in  Kent  County,  to  manufacture  Fire-Arms ;  which  weje 
severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Baltimore  Coun- 
ty, on  the  conduct  of  Alexander  McGee ;  a  Petition  from 
Joseph  Renshaw,  of  Baltimore  County ;  and  a  Petition  from 
the  freeholders  and  Associators  of  Sassafras-Neck,  Cecil 
County,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Convention,  taking  into  consideration  the  Resolutions 
of  Saturday  last,  on  the  charge  against  Samuel  Purviame, 
Jun.,  of  Baltimore  Town, 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  be  called  be- 
fore this  Convention,  and  be  informed  by  Mr.  President  of 
the  Resolutions  had  on  Saturday  last  on  the  articles  of 
charge  against  him ;  and  further,  that  this  Convention  high- 
ly disapprove  and  condemn  his  conduct  in  usurping  the 
power  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  military  force  of  this 
Province,  and  in  using  his  character  of  Chairman,  and  en- 
gaging the  countenance  and  promising  the  protection  and 
indemnity  of  the  Committee,  without  the  ordei-s  of  the  Com- 
mittee, assembled  as  such.  That  it  appears  to  this  Conven- 
tion that  the  said  Samuel  Purviance,  in  his  usurpation  of 
the  power  to  direct  the  military  force  of  this  Province,  was 
considerably  influenced  by  a  person  not  residing  in  this  Pro- 
vince, nor  having  any  interest  or  property  therein,  and  that 
it  would  be  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency  to  the  peace 
of  this  Province,  and  to  the  safety  and  security  of  the  good 
people  thereof,  to  suffer  any  person  or  persons,  other  than 
those  entrusted  with  the  proper  authority  by  this  Province, 
and  more  especially  such  as  do  not  reside  nor  have  any 
interest  therein,  to  interfere  in  the  direction  of  the  internal 
affairs,  civil  or  military,  of  said  Province.  That  this  Con- 
vention hath  no  intention  or  desire  to  prevent  any  person 
from  freely  examining  into  the  conduct  of  the  Convention, 
or  any  other  publick  body  within  this  Province,  or  into  the 
conduct  of  any  individuals  thereof,  or  to  exercise  his  judg- 
ment, or  to  communicate  his  sentiments  as  to  the  abilities  or 
fitness  of  any  man  to  (ill  the  office  to  which  he  is  appointed. 
That  it  is  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  places  of 
highest  trust  with  the  best  and  most  approved  characters  in 
the  conmiunjty,  and  for  the  preservation  of  publick  hberty, 
that  there  should  be  such  free  investigations.  But  that  it  is 
equally  necessary  for  maintaining  order,  that  the  publick 
bodies  should  not  be  wantonly  and  licentiously  traduced  by 
misrepresentations  of  them  and  their  conduct,  to  those  espe- 
cially who  stand  high  in  the  present  system  of  authority 
or  command  in  America.  That  if  the  representations  of 
the  said  Samuel  Purviance  concerning  the  Convention  and 
Council  of  Safety  to  the  President  of  the  Congress  and 
General  Lee  were  true,  such  representations  could  not  bo 
serviceable  to  the  publick,  because  neither  the  President  of 
the  Congress  nor  General  Lee  could  displace,  nor  could 
properly  have  any  influence  towards  displacing  any  indivi- 
dual of  either  of  those  bodies,  however  unequal  he  might  be 
to  his  publick  station  ;  but  that  such  representations  being 
indeed  false,  the  calutnny  might  have  proved  highly  pnju- 
dicial  to  the  cause  of  America  in  general,  and  to  this  Pro- 
vince in  particular. 

That  this  Convention  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  justice 
would  well  warrant  a  more  exemplary  ininishment  to  be  in- 
flicted on  the  said  Samuel  Purviance  for  his  said  misdoings ; 
but  that,  in  consideration  of  his  active  zeal  in  the  common 
cause,  and  in  expectation  that  he  will  hereafter  conduct 
himself  with  more  respect  to  the  publick  bodies  necessarily 
entrusted  with  power,  mediately  or  immediately,  by  the 
people  of  this  Province,  and  will  be  more  attentive  to  pro- 
priety, this  Convention  haih  resolved  that  the  said  Samuel 
Purviance  for  his  said  conduct  be  censured  and  reprimand- 
ed, and  that  Mr.  President  do  from  the  chair  censure  and 
reprimand  him  accordingly,  and  that  he  be  thereupon  dis- 
charged. 

And  thereupon  the  said  Sanmcl  Purviance,  Jun.,  being 


1591 


MARYLAND  CONVENTION,  MAY,  1776. 


1592 


called  in,  and  being  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  Mr.  President 
communicated  to  him  the  resolve  of  Convention,  and  did 
censure  and  reprimand  him  accordingly. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  view  and  value  the  Linen  manufactured  and  transmitted 
to  the  Council  of  Safety  by  Edward' Parker,  of  Cecil  Coun- 
ty, in  pursuance  of  his  engagement  with  the  Convention,  at 
■their  session  in  December  last. 

And  Mr.  Hooe,  Mr.  Gilpin,  Mr.  Eiving,  Mr.  Chamber- 
■lainc,  and  Mr.  Coniee,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee 
Sot  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Rumsei/  has  leave  of  absence. 

The  Committee  for  that  purpose  appointed,  bring  in  and 
deliver  to  Mr.  President,  a  Report  on  the  Memorial  of  Ed- 
ward Lloyd,  Esquire ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Observation  for  Prince  George^s  County,  relative 
to  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Evcrsjield, 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  age  and  infirmities 
of  the  said  John  EversfielJ,  and  his  want  of  abilities  to  exert 
any  dangerous  influence,  that  he  be  discharged  on  paying 
the  expenses  of  his  confinement. 

Mr.  T.  Johnson  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President, 
a  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  and 
report  proper  alterations  or  additions  to  the  Resolutions  of 
Convention,  for  encouraging  tlie  making  of  Marine  Salt ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  thereupon  the 
Convention,  taking  the  same  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  a  publick  Salt  Work  be  erected  on  or  near 
the  Bay,  near  the  mouth  of  Potomack,  and  another  on  the 
Sea-board  of  this  Province  ;  and  that  the  said  works  be  car- 
ried on  on  the  publick  account,  under  the  management  and 
direction  of  such  persons  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  for  the  time  being ;  and  that  any  sum  of  publick 
money,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds,  may, 
by  order  of  the  said  Council  of  Safety,  be  expended  in 
erecting  and  carrying  on  each  of  the  said  works.  And  that 
for  encouraging  private  people  to  set  up  and  carry  on  Salt 
Works,  the  Council  of  Safety,  for  the  time  being,  may,  on 
proper  security,  and  such  terms  as  they  approve  of,  advance 
of  the  publick  money  any  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  Pounds,  for  erecting  and  carrying  on  each  of  two 
or  more  Salt  Works  in  this  Province ;  so  that  such  advances 
for  the  encouragement  of  private  Salt  Works  exceed  not  in 
the  whole  fifteen  hundred  Pounds,  common  money ;  and  that 
no  publick  money  be  advanced  for  erecting  and  carrying  on 
Salt  Works  under  the  rt^solution  of  Convention  held  at  An- 
napolis, tiie  26th  day  of  July  last. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Report  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  proposals  of  Henry  Hollingsworth, 
the  Convention  took  the  same  into  consideration  ;  and  there- 
upon 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  said  Henry  Hollingsworth,  out  of  the  publick 
Treasury,  he  giving  bond  in  double  that  sum,  conditioned 
for  the  payment  of  the  sum  so  advanced  in  good  substantial 
Gun-barrels,  that  will  stand  the  usual  proof,  well  bored  and 
ground,  three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  the  bore,  and  three  and 
a  half  feet  in  the  barrel,  at  twenty  Shillings  per  barrel ;  and 
good,  substantial,  well  manufactured,  and  finished  steel  bay- 
onets, at  eight  Shillings  per  bayonet,  in  four  months  after 
the  date  thereof;  and  upon  completing  the  said  or  any  sub- 
sequent contract  for  the  like  purpose,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  Pounds,  on  the  like  condition,  be  advanced  by 
the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety,  so  long  and  as  often 
as  they  shall  think  the  publick  exigency  will  require  it. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  laudable  desire  to  attain  a  competent 
•knowledge  in  the  art  of  making  Saltpetre,  and  to  diffuse  this 
knowledge  as  extensively  as  possible,  appears  to  this  Con- 
vention to  have  been  the  motive  that  induced  the  said  Henry 
Hollingsworth  to  incur  the  expense  of  thirty  Pounds,  in 
employing  a  certain  John  Mingle,  a  man  of  reputed  skill  in 
ithe  said  business,  and  he  being  further  encouraged  thereto 
by  the  advice  and  concuirence  of  some  of  the  Members 
Xlf  Ahis  Jlouse,  tliat  the  said  expense  be  allowed  in  his 


general  account  as  Supervisor  of  the  Saltpetre  Work  in 
Cecil  County. 

The  Convention  took  into  their  consideration  a  Report 
from  the  said  Committee,  on  the  terms  offered  by  Elisha 
Winters,  of  Chestertown,  in  Kent  County,  and  came  to  the 
following  Resolutions  thereon,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty-five 
Pounds,  common  money,  be  advanced  to  the  said  Elisha 
Winters,  out  of  the  publick  Treasury,  he  giving  bond  in 
double  that  sum,  with  sufficient  security,  conditioned  for  the 
delivery  of  six  hundred  stand  of  Muskets,  three-fourths  of 
an  inch  in  the  bore  and  three  and  a  half  feet  in  the  barrel ; 
to  be  well  stocked  with  walnut,  and  well  finished  with 
strong,  substantial  double-bridled  locks,  strong  brass  mount- 
ing, substantial  steel  bayonets  and  ramrods,  and  swivels  for 
slings,  agreeable  to  a  sample  this  day  produced  to  the  Con- 
vention, at  the  rate  of  four  Pounds  five  Shillings,  common 
money,  for  each  Musket  so  finished ;  the  said  Muskets  and 
accoutrements  to  be  delivered  to  the  ordei-  of  the  Conven- 
tion, or  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  for  the  time 
being,  in  the  following  proportions,  to  wit :  Forty  per  month 
for  the  first  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  contract,  and 
the  residue  in  nine  months  thereafter,  in  proportions  of  not 
less  than  fifty  per  month ;  the  said  Elisha  Winters  to  be 
furnished  in  due  time,  by  order  of  the  Convention  or  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  for  the  time  being,  with  barrels  and  bayonets, 
of  the  dimensions  and  quality  as  aforesaid,  at  the  head  of 
Elk  River,  in  Cecil  County,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  Shillings, 
common  money,  each,  for  the  barrels,  and  eight  Shillings, 
like  money,  each,  for  the  bayonets.  That  a  further  sum  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  Pounds  ten  Shillings,  like 
money,  be  advanced  him,  upon  the  delivery  of  three  hun- 
dred of  the  said  Muskets  and  accoutretnents  as  aforesaid ; 
and  upon  the  delivery  of  the  residue,  as  aforesaid;  that  the 
further  sum.  of  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven  Pounds  ten 
Shillings  be  paid  him  as  the  balance  of  the  amount  of  the 
said  six  hundred  Muskets  and  accoutrements,  at  four  Pounds 
five  Shillings,  common  money,  deducting  the  cost  of  the 
barrels  and  bayonets  as  aforesaid. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  all  persons  employed  in  the 
manufacturing  or  repairing  of  Arms  for  the  publick,  or  in 
repairing  Arms  for  the  use  of  the  Militia,  by  order  or  appoint- 
ment of  any  Field-OfEcer  of  the  Militia,  and  all  persons  who 
are  personally  employed  in  erecting  or  working  of  Powder- 
Mills,  or  in  working  in  any  publick  Saltpetre  or  Marine  Salt 
Works,  carried  on  for  the  use  and  on  account  of  the  publick, 
shall,  during  the  time  they  are  actually  so  employed,  within 
one  year  next  following,  be  exempt  from  attending  on  mus- 
ters. 

Resolved,  That  no  Muskets  or  Rifles,  except  by  the 
owner  thereof  on  his  removal  to  reside  out  of  this  Province, 
or  any  Gun-barrels,  Gun-locks,  or  Bayonets,  be  carried  out 
of  this  Province,  without  the  leave  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
for  the  time  being. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Petition  of  Charles  Lands- 
dale,  of  Prince  George's  County, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee 
appointed  to  examine  the  several  claims  on  the  Treasury. 

A  Memorial  fiom  Henry  Ridgely,  of  Elkridge,  in  Anne 
Arundel Counly  ;  a  Memorial  from  Stephen  Gartritl,  of  said 
County ;  and  a  Petition  from  Isaac  McHard,  of  the  City  of 
Annapolis,  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on'the  table. 

The  Committee  for  that  purpose  appointed  bring  in  and 
deliver  to  Mr.  President  the  following  Report,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  view  and  value  the  Linen 
manufactured  and  sent  to  the  Council  of  Safety  by  Edward 
Parker,  of  Cecil  County,  do  report,  that  seven  j)ieces  of 
Linen,  delivered  in 'to  the  Connnissaiy  of  Stores,  containing 
two  Iwndred  and  eighty-one  and  a  half  yards,  are  of  the 
value  of  tlu'ee  Shillings  and  six  Pence  currency  per  yard ; 
and  that  one  piece,  containing  twenty-one  yards,  is  of  the 
value  of  two  Shillings  and  three  Pence  currency  per  yard. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  honourable  Convention. 

Signed  per  order  of  the  Committee. 

N.  Harwood,  Clerk. 

Which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Sundry  Remonstrances  and  Petitions  from  the  Fifth  and 
Twentieth  Battalions  of  Militia,  in  Queen  Anne's  County, 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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The  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  Calvert  County ,  in  the 
case  of  James  JVeems;  and  it  appearing  that  the  facts  stated 
in  the  said  Wccms's  Letter  to  the  said  Committee,  on  the  26th 
day  of  February  last,  are  true. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  JVcems  was  not  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  the  resolve  of  Congress,  referred  to  in  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  said  Committee,  and  that  the  said  Committee 
erred  in  the  determination  by  them  made. 

A  Petition  from  the  Officers  and  Privates  thereunto  sub- 
scribed, of  a  Conipany  of  Militia  in  Linganore,  in  the  Mid- 
dle District  of  Frederick  County,  against  their  Captain, 
Basil  Dorset/,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  this  Province  thereupon,  being  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  further  considera- 
tion till  to-morrow. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Thursday,  May  23,  1776. 

Convention  met.  All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Bond. 

The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  expenditure  of  the  money  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  WiUiam  Lux,  as  agent  for  the  Ship  Defence. 
And  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Beall,  Mr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Mur- 
ray, and  Mr.  Turbutt  Wright,  were  elected  by  ballot  a 
Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Baird  has  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  consider  of  the  expediency  of  exempting  the  Masters  and 
Scholars  of  publick  and  other  Schools  from  attending  on 
Musters ;  and  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  Scott,  and  Mr.  T.  Johnson 
were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

The  Order  of  the  Day,  for  taking  into  consideration  the 
late  intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Brfen,  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of 
this  Province  thereupon,  being  read,  the  Convention  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider  of  the 
same,  Mr.  Plater  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Plater  reported,  that  the  Committee  had, 
according  to  order,  taken  into  their  consideration  the  late 
intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Proceedings  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of  this  Province  thereupon  ;  but  not  being  able  to  go 
through  the  same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  in  the  afternoon, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  consider 
further  of  the  said  Letters  and  Proceedings. 

Adjourned  till  tliree  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.  Met  according  to  adjournment.  Mr. 
Stull  has  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  Ringgold  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  report  proper  alter- 
ations and  additions  to  the  resolutions  of  Convention  for 
erecting  a  Powder-Mill,  and  for  the  examination  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Supervisors  of  publick  Saltpetre  Works  ;  also 
a  Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Cummins,  and  the  reason  why  he  has  not 
supplied  the  Troops  with  Rations,  agreeable  to  his  contract 
with  the  Council  of  Safety  ;  which  were  severally  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  order,  the  Convention  resolved  Itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of  the  late  intercepted 
Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Proceedings  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Pro- 
vince thereupon ;  Mr.  Plater  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Plater  reported  that  the  Committee  had,  ac- 
cording to  order,  taken  into  their  consideration  the  late  inter- 
cepted Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Proceedings  of  the 


Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this 
Province  thereupon  ;  but  not  being  able  to  go  through  the 
same,  had  directed  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  will,  on  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  further  of 
the  said  Letters  and  Proceedings. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  ihc  Commanding  Officer  of 
the  Troops  at  Annapolis  ])ermit  the  bail  of  James  Conway, 
a  private  in  Captain  Scott's  Company,  to  take  the  said  Con- 
way into  his  possession,  in  order  to  be  surrendered  in  dis- 
charge of  his  said  bail. 

The  Committee  for  that  purpose  appointed,  bring  in  and 
deliver  to  Mr.  President,  a  Report  on  the  Petition  of  Basil 
Brooke,  Jun.,  which  waS  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Gilpin,  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  receive  pro-  ^ 
posals  relative  to  the  establishment  of  Manufactories,  brings 
in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President,  a  Report  on  the  Memorial 
o{  Alexander  McFadon,  of  Georgetown,  in  Frederick  Coun- 
ty ;  also  a  Report  from  the  said  Committee  relative  to  a  Paper 
Manufactory ;  which  were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Friday,  May  24,  1776. 
Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Rumsey,Mr.  Baird,  Mr.  Handy,  and  Mr.  Stull. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  hearing  Mr.  Daniel  Hughes,  as  to  the  execution  of 
the  contract  made  by  Samuel  Hughes,  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  the  said  Daniel  Hughes,  for  the  casting  and  furnishing 
Cannon  for  the  publick. 

Resolved,  That  inquiry  be  made  what  is  tlie  standard 
proof  of  Cannon  contracted  for  on  account  of  the  Conti- 
nent, and  that  the  same  proof  be  had  of  the  Cannon  to  be 
furnished  by  the  said  Hugheses  on  their  contract. 

Resolved,  That  notwithstanding  the  said  Hugheses  have 
not  furnished  the  publick  with  Cannon  within  the  time  they 
contracted  to  do  the  same,  that,  on  their  pursuing  the  work 
with  diligence,  the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  time  being,  take 
the  whole  number  contracted  for  on  the  account  and  for  the 
use  of  the  publick. 

The  Petitions  of  Patrick  O' Bryan  and  John  Broum,  late 
farmers  of  his  Lordship's  Quit-Rents  in  Q^ueen  Anne's  Coun- 
ty, were  severally  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ringgold  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
expenditure  of  the  money  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ji'ii- 
liam  Lux,  as  agent  for  the  Shij)  Defence ;  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  George  Adams,  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Convention  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  consider  of 
the  late  intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  of  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  this  Province  thereupon  ;  Mr.  Plater  in  the  chair. 
After  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  resumed  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Plater  reported  from  the  Committee  several 
Resolutions,  which  were  read,  and  agreed  to,  and  there- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  that 
the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  late  intercepted  Letters  to  Governour  Eden,  duly  and 
properly  exercised  the  powers  delegated  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  tliat 
upon  the  evidence  before  them  of  the  correspondence  w  hich 
his  Excellency  Governour  Eden  has,  from  time  to  time,  held 
with  Administration,  it  does  not  apjjcar  that  such  correspon- 
dence has  been  with  an  unfriendly  Intent,  or  calculated  to 
countenance  any  hostile  measures  against  America. 

Whereas,  by  a  late  intercepted  Letter  from  Ijord  George 
Germainc,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  State,  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governour,  it  appears  that  a  great  armament  of  land  and 
sea  forces  was  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  the  southward, 
in  his  Lordship's  expressions,  "  in  order  to  attempt  the  res- 
toration of  legal  Government  in  that  part  of  America,"  but 
in  effect  to  invade  and  subdue  the  Southern  Colonies ;  which 
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armament  was  to  proceed  in  ilie  first  place  to  ]\'orth- Caro- 
lina, and  from  tlionce  cither  to  South- Carolina  or  Virginia, 
as  circumstances  of  greater  or  less  advantage  sliould  point 
out ;  if  to  tlie  latter  it  might  have  very  imi)oriant  conse- 
quences to  this  Province  ;  and  therefore  in  the  said  Letter 
liis  Excellency  is  called  on  well  to  consider  of  every  means 
by  which  he  may,  in  conjunction  with  Lord  Dunmore,  give 
facility  and  assistance  to  the  operations  of  the  said  armament: 
And  whereas,  the  Governour  must,  if  he  remains  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  powers  of  Government,  fulfil  and  execute  the 
instructions  of  Administration,  or  hazard  the  displeasure  of 
the  King,  whic-h  it  cannot  be  expected  he  will  do:  And 
whereas,  by  Act  of  Assembly  of  this  Province,  the  powers 
of  Government,  in  the.  absence  of  the  Governour,  devolve 
upon  the  President  of  the  Council,  and  therefore  the  Go- 
vernour's  departure  cannot  occasion  a  dissolution  or  sus])en- 
sion  of  the  present  established  form  of  Government  within 
this  Province,  which  this  Convention  doth  not  think  ought 
now  to  be  changed : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  it  be  signified  to  the  Govern- 
our, that  the  publick  quiet  and  safety,  in  the  judgment  of 
this  Convention,  require  that  he  leave  this  Province,  and  that 
he  is  at  full  liberty  to  depart  peaceably  with  his  efl^ects. 

Upon  the  last  Resolve,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required, 
they  were  as  follow : 

fOK    THE    AFFIRMATIVE. 

St.  Mary's  County.  Baltimore  County. 

Mr.  Jordan,    -     -     -  aff.  Mr.  Nicholson,    -     -     aff. 

"    J3arnes,    -     -     -  aff.  "     ToUey,    -     -     -     aff. 

"    Plater,     -     -     -  aff.  "    Chase,     -     -     -     aff. 

"    Ford,       -     -     -  aff.  Harford  County. 

Charles  County.  Mr.  Hall,  -     -     -     -     aff. 

Mr.  Hawkins,      -    -  aff.  "    Love,      -    -     -     aff. 

"    Hooe,      -     -     .  neg.  "     Dallam,  -     -     -     aff. 

,    "   J.  H.  Harrison,  -  aff.  Cecil  County. 

"   W.  Harrison,      -  aff.  Mr.  Veazey,  -     -     .  neg. 

Calvert  County.  "     Gilpin,    -     -     -     aff. 

Mr.  Somerville,    -     -  aff.  "    Thompson,  -     -     aff. 

"    Gantt,      -     -     -  aff.  "     Ewing,    -     -     -     aff. 

"    AUein,     -     -     -  aff.  Queen  Anne's  County. 

Prince  George's  County.  Mr.  Hollyday,     -     -     aff. 

Mr.  Beall,      -     -     -  aff.  "    Tur.  Wright,     -  neg. 

"    Contee,"   -     -     -  aff.  "     Thomas  Wright,      aff. 

"    Tyler,      -     -     -  aff.  "     Earle,      -     -     -     aff. 

Anne  Armulel  County.  "     Tilghman,    -     -   neg. 

Mr.  Carroll,  barrister,  aff.  Somerset  County. 

«    T.  Johnson,  -     -  aff.  Mr.  G.  Dashiell,       -     aff. 

"    Paca,       -     -     -  aff.  "     Scott,      -     -     -   neg. 

Frederick  County.  "    Waters,  -     -    -     aff. 

Mr.  Beatty,    -     -     -  aff.  Worcester  County. 

"    B.  Johnson,  -     -  aff.  Mr.  Chaille,   -     -     -  neg. 

"^    Brent,      -     -     -  aff.  "     Done,      -     -     -     aff 

"    J.  Dashiell,  -     -     aff. 

FOR   THE    NEGATIVE. 

Kent  County.  Dorchester  County. 

Mr.  Buchanan,    -     -   neg.     Mr.  Goldsborough,  -    neg. 

"     Sudlar,    -     -     -   neg.      "    Hooper,  -     -     .   neg. 

"     Slubey,   -     -     -   neg.      "    Murray,  -     -     .   neg 

"    Ringgold,     -     -   neg.       "    Ennalls,  -     -     -   neg. 

Talbot  County.  Caroline  County. 

Mr.  Chamberlaine,  -   neg.     Mr.  Richardson,  -     -     aff. 

"     Thomas,       -     -   neg.      "    Dickinson,    -     -   neg. 

"     Edmondson,      -   neg.       "    Mason,     -     -     -   neg. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  persons  be  appointed 

to  wait  on  the  Governour,  and  deliver  him  copies  of  the  said 

Resolutions,  together  with  the  following  Address,  to  wit : 

To  His  Excellency  Robert  Eden,  Enquire,  Governour  of 

Maryland. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  : 

We  are  commanded  by  the  Convention  to  wait  uj)on  your 
Excellency,  and  to  communicate  to  you  the  resolutions  they 
have  this  day  entered  into  ;  and  we  are  instructed  to  assure 
your  Excellency  that  the  Convention  entertains  a  favourable 
sense  of  your  conduct  relative  to  the  affairs  of  America, 
since  the  unhappy  differences  have  subsisted  between  Great 
Britain  and  die  United  Colonies,  as  far  as  the  same  hath 
come  to  their  knowledge,  and  of  their  real  wishes  for  your 
return  to  resume  the  Government  of  this  Province,  whenever 
we  shall  happily  be  restored  to  peace  and  that  connection 


with  Great  Britain  the  interruption  and  suspension  of  which 
have  filled  the  mind  of  every  good  man  witli  the  deepest  re- 
gret. From  the  disposition  your  Excellency  hadi  manifested 
to  promote  the  real  interests  of  both  countries,  the  Conven- 
tion is  induc(!(l  to  entertain  the  warmest  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions that,  upon  your  arri\al  in  England,  you  will  represent 
the  temper  and  principles  of  the  people  o( Maryland  with 
the  same  candour  you  have  hitherto  shown,  and  that  you  will 
exert  your  endeavours  to  promote  a  reconciliation  upon  terms 
that  may  be  secure  and  honourable  both  to  Great  Britain 
and  America. 

Mr.  President,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  Mr.  Plater, 
and  Mr.  Hollyday,  were  elected  by  ballot  a  Committee  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Report  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
placed  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  Hilliam  Lux,  as  agent  for  the 
Ship  Defence, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration  till 
the  next  session  of  Convention. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Met  according  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Hanison  has  leave  of  absence. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Convention  that  an  appeal 
lately  depending  in  the  High  Court  of  Appeals,  between 
Pellett  and  otliei-s,  appellants,  and  Robert  Long's  lessee, 
appellee,  is  lately  dismissed,  because  the  same  could  not 
longer  continue,  in  the  absence  of  the  appellants'  counsel, 
who  was  necessarily  attending  the  publick  business  as  a 
Representative  in  Convention  ;  and  because  it  is  fit  and 
proper  that  equal  justice  should  be  done  all  in  any  general 
provision  that  may  be  made  to  aid  the  proceedings  in 
Courts,  and  prevent  the  loss  of  suits  which  have  continued, 
or  may  continue,  from  the  present  disturbed  state  of  affairs, 
longer  than  the  law  allows  ; 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  no  execution  issue  on  the 
original  judgment  from  which  the  said  appeal  was  granted, 
or  on  the  said  dismissal,  until  the  general  state  of  the  suits 
depending  in  the  Courts  shall  be  considered,  and  remedy 
provided  or  refused  to  be  provided  to  prevent  their  discon- 
tinuance or  dismissal  because  of  their  too  long  continuance ; 
and  that  if  any  execution  hath  issued  or  should  issue  con- 
trary hereto,  the  same  be  not  served. 

An  application  from  Doctor  Charles  Alexander  Warfield, 
of  Anne  Arundel  County ,  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  Pounds, 
to  enable  him  to  carry  on  a  Saltpetre  Manufactory,  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Plater  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a  Re- 
port from  die  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  expe- 
diency of  exempting  the  Masters  and  Scholars  of  publick 
and  other  Schools  from  attending  on  Musters ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  from  Major  Thomas  Price,  on  behalf  of  him- 
self and  the  Officers  of  the  Rifle  Company  from  this  Pro- 
vince in  the  Continental  service,  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Court  of  Admiralty  be 
erected  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  such  Captures 
and  Seizures  of  Vessels  as  are  or  shall  be  made  according 
to  the  late  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  upon  that 
subject,  and  brought  into  this  Province. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  to  consist  of  five  persons, 
be  appointed  to  devise  a  proper  establishment  for  such  Court 
of  Admiralty. 

And  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Plater,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Chase,  and  Mr.  Hooe,  were  elected,  by  ballot,  a  Committee 
accordingly. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Officers  of  the  BatUilion  of  Regu- 
lars stationed  at  Annapolis,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee  for  that 
purpose  to  be  elected. 

Mr.  Hollyday,  Mr.  Goldsborough,  and  Mr.  Tilghman, 
were  elected,  by  ballot,  a  Committee  accordingly. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  Field- 
Officers  for  the  Militia  in  Kent  County  be  postponed  till  the 
next  session  of  Convention. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Field-Officers  for 
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the  Militia  in  Baltimore  County,  when  the  following  persons 
were  elected,  to  wit: 

Gunpowder  Battalion  :  Walter  ToUey,  Junior,  Colonel ; 
Darby  JjHic,  Lieutonant-Colonel  ;  James  Gittings,  Fii-st 
Major ;  Thomas  Sailers,  Second  Major ;  Benjamin  Rogers, 
Quartermaster. 

Soldier's  Delight  Battalion  :  Thomas  Gist,  Sen.,  Colo- 
nel ;  Samuel  Owings,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  John  Craddock, 
First  Major  ;  Isaac  Hammond,  Second  Major ;  Joseph  Gist, 
Quartermaster. 

Baltimore  Town  Battalion :  fVilliam  Buchanan,  Colonel ; 
John  Moale,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  Benjamin  Nicholson,  First 
Major ;  Thomas  Jones,  Second  Major ;  James  Calhoun,  Quar- 
termaster. 

Convention  adjourns  till  to-morrow  morning,  nine  o'clock. 

Saturday,  May  25,  1776. 

Convention  met.     All  Members  present  as  on  yesterday, 
except  Mr.  Ringgold  and  Mr.  fVilliam  Harrison. 
The  Proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  Passport  for  his  Excellency  Governour  Eflen, 
and  to  draft  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

And  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  T.  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Hollyday,  were 
elected,  by  ballot,  a  Committee  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Handy  appeared  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Ewing  has  leave  of  absence. 

Mr.  Hollyday  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a 
Report  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Memorial  of  the 
Battalion  of  Regulars  was  referred ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Paca  brings  in  and  delivers  to  Mr.  President  a  Re- 
.  port  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  devise  a  proper  esta- 
blishment of  a  Court  of  Admiralty,  for  the  trial  of  such 
Captures  and  Seizures  as  may  be  made  pureuant  to  the 
late  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  on  that  subject, 
and  brought  into  any  Port  or  District  within' this  Province  ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Memorial  from  Captain  George  Strieker  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TurhiUt  Wright  has  leave  of  absence. 

The  Convention  took  into  their  consideration  the  Report 
from  the  Committee  apjiointed  to  devise  a  proper  establish- 
ment for  a  Court  of  Admiralty,  for  the  trial  of  such  Cap- 
tures and  Seizures  as  are  or  may  be  made  pursuant  to  the 
late  resolves  of  the  Continental  Congress  on  that  subject, 
and  brought  into  any  Port  or  District  within  this  Province, 
and  thereupon  came  to  the  following  Resolutions,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  a  Court  of  Admiralty  be  established  for 
the  trial  of  such  captures  and  seizures,  with  full  power  to 
take  cognizance  of  all  libels  on  account  of  such  captures  and 
seizures,  and  to  proceed  to  a  final  determination  and  decree 
thereupon ;  which  Court  shall  consist  of  a  Judge  to  hear 
and  determine,  a  Register  to  record  the  proceedings,  and  a 
Marshal  to  call  the  said  Court  and  execute  the  several  pro- 
cesses thereof;  the  said  Judge  to  be  nominated  and  commis- 
sioned by  the  Convention,  or,  in  the  recess  thereof,  to  be 
nominated  and  commissioned  by  the  Council  of  Safety  for 
the  time  being ;  and  the  said  Register  and  Marslial  to  be 
nominated  and  appointed  by  the  Judge  of  the  said  Court. 
The  commission  of  the  said  Judge,  and  the  nomination  and 
appointment  of  the  said  Register  and  Marshal,  to  be  during 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Convention  for  the  time  being. 
The  process  and  form  of  proceeding  to  be  as  usual  in  the 
Courts  of  Admiralty  ;  but  if  either  libellant  or  defendant,  on 
any  controverted  material  fact  between  them,  demand  a  trial 
of  the  said  fact  by  a  jury,  in  such  case  shall  order  and  direct 
the  Marshal  to  summon,  out  of  the  neighbourhood  where  the 
Court  is  held,  a  jury  of  freeholders,  to  find  and  say  the  truth 
of  the  said  fact  on  oath  ;  and  upon  the  verdict  of  the  said  jury, 
shall  pronounce  his  decree  accordingly  ;  the  final  determi- 
nation and  decree  of  the  said  Judge  to  be  subject  to  such 
appeal,  and  in  such  manner,  as  recommended  in  the  reso- 
lutions aforesaid  of  the  Congress.  The  fees  for  proceedings 
in  this  Court  to  be  the  same  with  the  fees  heretofore  allowed 
the  Court  of  Admiralty  by  an  act  passed  in  1763,  entitled 
"An  act  for  amending  the  staple  of  Tobacco,  &.c. ;"  the  said 
fees  to  be  paid  in  money  at  the  rate  of  twelve  shillings  and 


six  pence,  common  money,  per  hundred  ;  and  the  allowances 
to  juries  and  witnesses  to  be  the  same  as  heretofore  made  to 
juries  and  witnesses  in  the  common-law  County  Courts  of 
this  Province.  This  Court  to  be  held  at  such  place  as  the 
Judge  shall  think  convenient  for  the  trial  of  such  captures 
and  seizures  as  are  or  shall  be  made  as  aforesaid, 

William  Hayward,  Esq.,  was  unanimously  elected  Judge 
of  the  said  Court  of  Admiralty. 

The  Committee  for  that  purpose  appointed,  bring  in  a 
Passport  for  his  Excellency  Governour  Eden,  and  a  draft  of 
a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia;  which  were 
read,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  three  o'clock. 

Post  Meridiem.     Met  according  to  adjournment. 

Whereas  his  Britannick  Majesty  King  George  has  prose- 
cuted, and  still  prosecutes,  a  cruel  and  unjust  war  against 
the  British  Colonies  in  America,  and  has  acceded  to  acts' 
of  Parliament,  declaring  the  People  of  the  said  Colonies 
in  actual  rebellion :  And  whereas  the  good  People  of  this 
Province  have  taken  up  arms  to  defend  their  rights  and 
liberties,  and  to  repel  the  hostilities  carrying  on  against  them, 
and  whilst  engaged  in  such  a  contest,  cannot,  with  any  sin- 
cerity or  devotion  of  heart,  pray  for  the  success  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's arms  : 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  every  Prayer  and  Petition  for 
the  King's  Majesty,  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and 
administration  of  the  Sacraments,  and  other  rites  and  cere- 
monies of  the  Church,  according  to  the  use  of  the  Church  of 
England;  except  the  second  Collect  for  the  King  in  the  Com- 
munion service,  be  henceforth  omitted  in  all  Churches  and 
Chapels  in  this  Province,  until  our  unhappy  differences  are 
ended. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Report  from  the  Committee 
to  whom  the  Memorial  of  the  Officers  of  the  Battalion  of 
Regulars  was  referred,  the  Convention  took  the  same  into 
consideration. 

And  thereupon  Resolved,  That  it  will  be  most  conducive 
to  the  publick  service,  that  the  Council  of  Safety  be  at 
liberty  to  prefer  such  persons  as  shall  appear  to  them  to  be 
most  meritorious ;  in  which  promotions  the  Convention  doubt 
not  the  Council  will  give  a  proper  attention  to  justice. 

That  as  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  troops  with  ra- 
tions includes  the  officers,  as  well  as  privates,  and  the 
emoluments  of  the  contractor  being  to  arise  upon  his  fur- 
nishing the  rations  in  specie,  the  officers  cannot  be  allowed 
the  alternative  of  receiving  the  ration  or  cash,  during  the 
subsistence  of  the  present  contract,  without  a  breach  thereof 
on  the  part  of  the  publick. 

That  no  person  or  persons  shall,  after  the  1st  day  of  June 
next,  deal  or  barter  with  any  private  soldier,  knowing  him  to 
be  such,  without  the  license  in  writing  of  the  Colonel  or 
Major  of  the  Battalion,  or  Captain,  or  commanding  officer 
for  the  time  being,  of  the  company  or  party  to  which  such 
soldier  shall  belong,  under  the  penalty  of  such  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  shillings,  common  money,  as  shall  be  adjudged 
by  the  Committee  of  Observation  for  the  County  where 
such  soldier  shall  be  stationed,  or  where  the  offender  shall 
reside.  And  that  upon  complaint  of  the  Colonel,  Major, 
Captain,  or  other  commanding  officer,  as  aforesaid,  to  such' 
Connnittee,  of  any  breach  of  this  resolve,  the  said  Com- 
mittee shall  have  power  to  call  the  offender  before  them^ 
and,  upon  inquiry  into  the  complaint  and  conviction  of  the 
offender,  to  impose  such  fine  upon  him  or  her  as  in  their 
discretion  they  shall  adjudge,  not  exceeding  the  said  sura 
of  fifty  shillings.  And,  upon  non-payment  thereof,  may, 
by  warrant  under  their  hands,  empower  any  person  they 
shall  judge  proper  to  levy  the  same,  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  of  the  offender  ;  which  fine,  when  so  levied,  shall 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Captain  or  commanding  offi- 
cer for  the  time  being  of  the  company  or  party  to  which 
such  soldier  shall  belong,  and  by  him  paid  to  the  Treasurer 
of  that  Shore  where  the  offence  shall  be  committed.' 

That  a  Court-Martial  shall  be  empowered  to  punish  theft, 
committe'd  by  any  soldier  inlisted  in  the  service  of  this  Pro- 
vince, by  fine,  not  exceeding  forty  shillings,  common  money, 
or  by  whipping  on  the  bare  back,  not  exceeding  thirty -nine 
lashes,  for  any  one  offence,  at  the  discretion  of  such  Court- 
Martial. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
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Comniittees  of  Observation  to  require  the  ownei-s  of  Cattle 
kept  on  the  Islands,  where  they  may  think  such  Cattle  will 
j)i-obably  other<\  isc  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  to  re- 
move such  Cattle,  and  afford  them  the  necessary  assistance 
to  do  the  same. 

Tlie  Convention  took  into  consideration  the  Rejx)rt  from 
the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  ex- 
empting the  Mastei-s  and  Scholars  of  publick  and  private 
Schools  from  attending  Musters  ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  Masters  and  Scholars  of  the  several 
Schools,  both  publick  and  private,  in  the  Province  of  Mari/- 
land,  except  the  Mastere  and  Scholars  of  the  Free-School  at 
Chestertown,  in  Kent  County,  shall  hereafter  be  exempted 
from  exercising,  cither .  in  the  several  Militia  Companies 
wherein  they  are  or  may  be  enrolled,  or  in  Battalion  upon 
Battalion  days ;  and  instead  thereof,  shall  exercise  in  Com- 
panies, whereof  the  Masters  and  Tutors  shall  act  as  officei-s, 
at  least  once  every  week :  it  being  the  sense  of  this  Con- 
vention, that  the  Masters  and  Scholai-s  shall  be  exempted 
from  exercising  with  the  Militia;  but  that  no  Master  or 
Scholar  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  fifty,  shall  be  ex- 
emjjted  from  enrolling  in  the  Militia,  and,  upon  an  alarm, 
marciiing  with  the  respective  Companies  in  which  they 
now  are,  or  may  be  enrolled. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  Report  from  the  Commit- 
tee appointed  to  consider  and  report  proper  alterations  and 
additions  to  the  Resolves  of  Convention  for  erecting  a  Pow- 
der-Mill,  and  for  examination  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Super- 
visors of  the  publick  Saltpetre  Works  ;  the  Convention  took 
the  same  into  consideration,  and  came  to  the  following  Re- 
solutions thereon : 

Whereas  at  a  Convention  held  at  Annapolis,  the  26th 
day  of  July  last,  it  was  resolved  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  Pounds,  common  money,  should  be  appropriated  for 
erecting  and  working  a  Powder-Mill,  on  the  account  of  this 
Province  ;  and,  by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Conven- 
tion, the  Council  of  Safety  were  empowered  to  advance  on 
loan  for  two  years  without  interest,  on  bond  with  good  secu- 
rity, any  part  of  the  said  one  thousand  Pounds  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  would  undertake  and  give  good  security  for 
erecting  and  working  a  Powder-Mill,  on  the  terms  in  the 
same  resolution  mentioned  ;  the  same  Powder-Mill  to  be 
erected  within  fourteen  and  not  less  than  six  miles  from  Bal- 
timore Town  ;  but  no  contract  having  been  yet  made  for  erect- 
ing a  Powder-Mill  in  this  Piovince,  owing  in  some  measure 
to  the  limitation  of  the  distance  from  Baltimore  Town,  within 
which  the  said  Powder-Mill  is  directed  to  be  built,  and  be- 
cause it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  a  greater  quantity  of 
Saltpetre  will  be  manufactured  in  this  Province  than  can  be 
made  into  Gunpowder  at  one  Mill,  and  one  Mill  cannot 
make  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Gunpowder  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province  : 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  That  the  said  one  thousand 
Pounds,  or  any  part  thereof  that  may  be  necessary,  be  ap- 
plied and  expended  by  the  Council' of  Safety  for  the  time 
being,  in  erecting  and  working  a  Powder-Mill  within  this 
Province,  on  account  of  the  publick.  And  that  a  sum  of 
money,  not  exceeding  five  hundred  Pounds,  be  advanced  by 
the  Council  of  Safety  for  the  time  being,  to  any  person  who 
will  undertake  and  give  security  for  erecting  a  Powder-Mill 
at  any  place  within  this  Province,  which  shall  be  thought 
proper  by  the  Council  of  Safety,  on  the  terms  of  the  said 
resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Convention. 

And  to  encourage  and  induce  the  good  people  of  this 
Province  to  make  Crude  Nitre, 

It  is  Resolved,  That  to  every  person  who  will  carry  in 
and  deliver  at  the  said  publick  Powder-Mill,  within  one 
year  next  after  the  same  shall  begin  to  work,  any  quantity  of 
good  Crude  Nitre  manufactured  within  this  Province,  there 
shall  be  delivered  good  Gunpowder,  after  the  rate  of  three- 
quarters  of  a  pound  of  Powder  for  one  pound  of  good  Crude 
Nitre. 

That  instead  of  the  two  Shillings  per  pound,  directed  to 
be  paid  by  the  Supervisors  of  Saltpetre  Works,  to  private 
persons  manufacturing  and  delivering  Crude  Nitre,  there  be 
allowed  and  paid  after  the  rate  of  three  Shillings  and  nine 
Pence  for  every  pound  of  good  Cnide  Nitre  so  manufactur- 
ed and  delivered. 

And  whereas  the  several  Supervisors  of  the  publick  Salt- 
petre Works,  except  those  of  Kent,  ^iieen  Annes,  Prince 


George's,  and  Calvert  Counties,  have  omitted  to  lay  their 
Accounts  before  this  Convention  ; 

It  is  Resolved,  That  the  examination  of  such  Accounts  lay 
ovcrto  the  next  session  of  Convention,  and  that  t!)e  Super- 
visoi-s  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  lay  a  full  state  of 
their  Accounts,  and  the  success  of  the  works  under  their 
care,  before  this  Convention  at  their  next  sitting. 

The  Convention  took  into  their  consideration  a  Report 
from  the  Committee  appointed  to  receive  proposals  relative  to 
the  establishment  of  Manufactories  within  this  Province ;  and 
tliereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  com- 
mon money,  without  interest,  until  the  first  day  of  May  next, 
be  advanced  to  Alexander  McFadon,  of  Georgetoiim,  in 
Frederick  County,  he  giving  bond,  with  good  security,  to 
make  a  return  or  payment  thereof  in  good  Linen,  of  such 
quality  as  this  or  a  future  Convention,  or,  in  their  recess,  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  this  Province,  shall  and  may  order  and 
direct,  in  the  proportions  and  at  the  times  following,  to  wit : 
one-third  part  thereof  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  November 
next,  and  the  remainder  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  May 
ensuing^  at  such  rates  and  prices  as  may  be  allowed  by  the 
said  Convention,  or  the  Council  of  Safety  in  the  recess 
thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  of  this  Province  be 
empowered  to  advance  to  Edward  Parker,  of  Cecil  County, 
any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  three  hundred  Pounds, 
connnon  money,  on  his  complying  with  his  fonncr  contract, 
on  the  terms  and  conditions,  and  for  the  purposes  in  his  said 
former  contract  mentioned,  so  long  and  as  often  as  the  said 
Council  of  Safety  shall  conceive  the  publick  exigencies  shall 
require  the  same. 

On  reading  a  second  time  the  report  from  the  Committee 
appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  establishment 
of  a  Paper  Manufactory,  the  Convention  took  the  same  into 
consideration ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  four  hundred  Pounds,  com- 
mon money,  be  advanced  to  James  Dorsett,  of  Baltimore 
County,  he  giving  bond  with  sufficient  security  to  repay  the 
same  within  two  years,  without  interest,  either  in  cash,  or 
Writing  or  Cartridge-Paper,  or  in  such  proportions  of  each 
as  this  or  a  future  Convention,  or  Council  of  Safety  in  their 
recess,  shall  direct  and  order ;  that  is  to  say :  one-third  part 
thereof  within  twelve  months,  and  the  other  two-thirds 
within  two  years  from  the  date  of  said  bond  ;  he  at  the  same 
time  engaging  to  build  a  Mill  for  that  purpose  within  six 
months  i'rom  the  date  of  his  said  contract ;  and  to  sell  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  Province  any  kind  of  paper  which  he 
may  make  as  cheap  as  the  same  can  or  shall  be  sold  at  any 
Mill  in  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania. 

Edward  Llayd,  of  Talbot  County,  Bamaby  Egan  and 
Basil  Brooke,  Jun.,  of  Calvert  County,  William  Faris  and 
John  Brewer,  of  Anne  Arundel  County,  and  George  French 
and  Joshua  Tesstill,  of  Frederick  County,  having  applied  to 
this  Convention  to  be  relieved  from  the  fine  assessed  on 
them  respectively  for  not  enrolling,  and  this  Convention  not 
having  time  now  fully  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the 
several  applications. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  forbear  to  levy  the  said 
fines  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Convention,  and  to 
stay  all  further  proceedings  therein. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  a  Paymaster  be  appointed 
for  the  Eastern-Shore,  and  that  he  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
twelve  Dollars  per  month,  for  executing  the  said  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Paymaster,  before  he  enter  upon 
the  execution  of  his  office,  give  bond,  with  sufficient  secu- 
rity, in  the  sum  of  five  thousand  Pounds,  current  money, 
payable  to  the  Honourable  Matthew  Tilghman  and  James 
Lloyd  Chamherlaine,  Esquires,  for  the  due  execution  of  his 
said  office. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  twelve  Dollars  per  month  be 
from  henceforth  deducted  from  the  salary  of  the  Paymaster 
of  the  Western-Shore. 

Mr.  Robert  Lloyd  Nicols  was  elected  by  ballot  to  the 
said  office  of  Paymaster  for  the  Eastern-Shore. 

Whereas,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  regular  and  metho- 
dical accounts  of  all  publick  moneys  should  be  kept,  that 
the  due  expenditure  thereof  may  at  all  times  be  readily 
evinced : 
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It  is  Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  or  Board,  of  two  persons, 
be  appointed,  who  shall  and  may,  in  the  recess  of  Convention, 
cause  a  set  of  books  to  be  opened,  and  proper  accounts  to 
be  raised,  entered,  and  made  up,  of  the  expenditure,  loan, 
or  other  disposition  of  all  publick  moneys,  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  Convention  ;  and  for  that  purpose,  that  the  said 
Committee,  or  Board,  be  empowered  to  appoint  and  employ 
a  skilful  accountant.  Each  of  the  said  two  persons  to  be 
allowed  fourteen  Shillings  for  every  day  he  shall  be  em- 
ployed in  the  service  aforesaid ;  and  the  said  accountant 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  such  reasonable  reward  as  the  said 
Committee,  or  Board,  shall  agree  for  with  him. 

Mr.  Ringgold  and  Mr.  Richardson  were  elected  by  bal- 
lot to  compose  the  said  Board. 

It  is  declared  that  the  Captain  of  the  Company  of  Light 
Infantry,  having  an  elder  commission,  is  entitled  to  and  hath 
precedence  of  any  Captain  having  a  commission  of  a  later 
date. 

The  Convention  having,  on  motion,  considered  the  situa- 
tion of  the  officers  and  privates  of  Captains  Barnes  and 
Elliott's  Companies  of  Militia,  in  Kent  Island,  do 

Resolve,  That  the  said  Companies  be  not  hereafter  obliged 
to  join  in  Battalion  off  the  said  Island,  unless  when  the  pub- 
lick  service  may  require  that  they  should  march  to  some 
other  part  of  this  Province,  anything  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  last  Convention,  or  the  Committee  of  Observation  for 
Queen  Anne's  County,  notwithstanding. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  two  Companies  meet  and  exer- 
cise together  at  such  times  and  places,  on  the  said  Island,  as 
the  Field-Officers  of  the  Battalion  to  which  they  belong 
shall  appoint,  not  oftener  than  once  in  every  week,  nor  sel- 
domer  than  once  in  every  two  months,  the  day  of  their  ex- 
ercising together  being  accounted  as  the  day  of  exercise  for 
the  week. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  George  Noble  Sweafs  Company 
of  Militia  in  Queen  Anne's  County,  be  added  to  the  Twen- 
tieth Battalion  of  Militia  of  this  Province. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  all  Petitions,  Applications, 


and  Reports  to  Convention  this  present  session,  and  all  Pe- 
titions, Applications,  and  Reports  to  Convention  in  their 
last  session,  whereon  no  final  order  hath  been  made,  be  re- 
ferred for  consideration  to  the  next  session  of  Convention. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  nine  persons,  (five  of  whom 
residing  on  the  Western,  and  four  on  the  Eastern-Shore,)  be 
elected  by  ballot  a  (council  of  Safety,  and  be  and  continue 
such  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Convention  ;  and 
that  until  that  time  tiiey,  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  having 
taken  the  oath  prescribed  to  be  taken  by  the  Council  of  Safety, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  of  Convention,  shall  have 
and  exercise  the  like  and  same  powers  as  the  present  Council 
of  Safety  had  or  might  exercise  under  the  resolutions  of  the 
last  session  of  Convention,  from  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment until  the  end  of  this  session. 

The  ballots  being  accordingly  taken,  Daniel  of  St, 
Thomas  Jenifer,  Charles  Carroll,  Barrister,  John  Hall, 
Benjamin  Rumsey,  and  George  Plater,  Esquires,  of  the 
Western- Shore,  and  James  Tilghman,  Thomas  Smyth,  Tho- 
mas Bedingfield  Hands,  and  William  Hayward,  Esquires, 
of  the  Eastern- Shore,  appeared  to  be  and  were  declared 
duly  elected. 

Resolved,  That  each  Member  of  the  Counqil  of  Safety 
be  allowed  and  paid  fourteen  Shillings,  common  money,  out 
of  the  Treasury  of  this  Pi^ovince,  for  every  day  such  Mem- 
ber shall  sit,  or  be  absent  from  home  on  publick  business. 

The  Journal  of  Accounts  was  read  and  assented  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  Western-Shore  pay 
the  several  sums  allowed  in  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  James  Hollyday  and  Jeremiah  Tovmky 
Chase,  Esquires,  revise  the  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of 
this  Convention. 

The  Convention  adjourns  till  the  first  Monday  in  August 
next,  to  sit  at  this  place ;  but  the  Council  of  Safety  may 
convene  the  Convention  at  any  other  time  or  place,  if  they . 
shall  judge  it  necessary. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

Gabkiel  Duvall,  Clerk. 


>  Assistants. 


CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY. 
At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Govemour  and  Company 
of  the  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in 
America,  holden  at  Hartford,  in  said  Colony,  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  May,  (being  the  ninth  day  of  said  month,) 
and  continued,  by  several  adjournments,  until  the  eighth 
day  of  June  following,  Anno  Domini  1776 — Present : 
The  Hon.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Govemour. 
The  Hon.  Matthew  Griswold,  Esq.,  Deputy  Govemour. 
Jabez  Hamlin,  Esq.» 
Elisha  Sheldon,  Esq., 
I^iphalet  Dyer,  Esq., 
Jabez  Huntington,  Esq., 
William  Pitkin,  Esq., 
Abraham  Davenport,  Esq., 
Representatives  or  Deputies  of  the  Freemen  of  the  seve- 
ral Towns  are  as  follows,  viz  : 
For  Hartford. — Colonel  John  Pitkin,  Colonel  Thomas 

Seymour. 
For  Windsor. — Captain  Josiah  Bissel,   Captain  Henry 

Allyn. 
For  Symsbury. — Captain  Judah  Holcomb,  Mr.  Benjamin 

Famham. 
For  East-Windsor. — Colonel  Erastus  Wokott,  Mr.  Be- 

noni  Olcott. 
For    Haddam. — Captain  Joseph  Brooks,   Mr.  Phinehas 

Braynefd. 
For  Farmington. — Captain  Selah  Hart,  Colonel  Fisher 

Gay. 
For  Somers. — Mr.  Reuben  Sikes,  Captain  Abiel  Pease. 
For  Stafford. — Colonel  Stephen  Moulton,  Captain  John 

Davis. 
For  Tolland. — Colonel  Samuel  Chapman,  Captain  Solo- 

■mon  Wells. 
For  Glastenbury. — Mr.  Ebenezer  Plummer,  Mr.  Elijah 

HoUister. 
For  East-Haddam. — Mr.  Daniel  Brainard,   Mr.  Jabez 
Chapman. 
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For*  Colchester. — Mr.  Daniel  Foot,  Captain  Peter  Bulk- 
ley. 

For  Willington. — Major  Elijah  Fenton,  Captain  Timo- 
thy Pearl. 

For  Enfield. — Major  Nathaniel  Terry,    Mr.  Nathaniel 
Chapin. 

For  Bolton. — Mr.  Benjamin  Trumbull,  Mr.  Seth  King. 

For  Middletown. — Mr.  Titus  Hosmer,  Colonel  Comfort 
Sage. 

For  Weathersfield. — Major  John  Chester,  Colonel  Tho- 
mas Belden. 

For  Hebron. — Captain  Obadiah  Hosford,    Mr.  Neziah 
Bliss. 

For  Suffield. — Captain  John  Harman,  Captain  Abraham 
Granger. 

For  Chatham. — ^Mr.  I^enezer  finite,  Major  John  Pen- 
field. 

For  New-Haven. — ^Mr.  Samuel  Bishop,  Jun.,  Colonel  Jo- 
nathan Fitch. 

For    Wallingford. — Mr.  Samuel  Beach,     Mr.    Oliver 
Stanly. 

For  Guilford. — Colonel  Andrew  Ward,  Jun.,  Mr.  John 
Burgess.    ' 

For   Derby. — Captain   John   Holbrook,    Mr.   Eliphalet 
Hotchkiss. 

For  Waterbury. — Mr.  Joseph  Hopkins,  Captain  Ezra 
Broumson. 

For    Milford. — Mr.    Ephraim   Strong,    Captain    Isaac 
Miles. 

For   Branford. —  Captain  Ehvard  Russell,   Major  ff^l- 
Ham  Douglass. 

For  Durham. — Colonel  Elihu  Chauncey,  Colonel  James 

Wadsworth. 
For  New-London. — Richard  Law,  Esq.,   Mr.   William 

Hillhouse. 
For  Norwich. — Mr.  Benjamin  Huntington,  Mr.  Rufus 

Lathrop. 
For  Lyme. — Major  Samuel  Selden,  Mr.  Marshfield  Par- 
sons. 
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For  Killingworth. — Mr.  Stephen  Wilcox,'Mr.  HezeJdah 

Lane. 
For  GnoTON. — Captain  MWiam  Lcdyard,  Captain  Bcna- 

dam  Gallop. 
For  Stonington. — Mr.  John  Dean,  Major  Charles  Fhelm. 
For  Saybrook. — Captain  Samuel  SMpman,  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Worthington. 
•For  Preston. — Captain  Jeremiah  Hakey,   Mr.  Samuel 

Tyler. 
For  Fairfield. — Mr.  Samuel  Squier,  Mr.  Thaddcus  Burr. 
For  Norvvalk. — Colonel  Thomas  Fitch,   Mr.  Thaddcus 

Betts. 
For  RmoEFiELD. — Mr.  Samuel  Olmstead,  Colonel  Philij) 

Burr  Bradley. 
For  Stamford. — Colonel  David  Waterhury,  Mr.  Benjamin 

Weed. 
For  Stratford. — Captain  Robert  Fairchild,  Colonel  Icha- 

hod  Lewis. 
For  New-Fairfield. — ^Mr.  Ephraim  Hubbel,  Captain  iVe- 

hemiah  Beardsley. 
For  Greenwich. — Colonel  John  Mead,  Dr.  Amos  Mead. 
For  Danbury. — -Colonel  Joseph  Hall  Cook,  Captain  Da- 
niel Taylor. 
For  Redding. — Mr.  Hezekiah  Sanford,  Mr.  Seth  San- 

ford. 
For  Windham. — Colonel  Jedediah  Elderkin,  Mr.  Samuel 

Webb. 
For  Lebanon. — Colonel  JViUiam  Williams,  Captain  Jere- 
miah Mason. 
For    Mansfield. — Colonel  Experience    Storrs,   Captain 

Amariah  Williams. 
For  Canterbury. — Mr.  David  Payne,  Mr.  John  Har- 

meck. 
For  Pomfret. — Mr.  Thomas  Williams,  Mr.  Nathan  Frinlc. 
For   Ashford. — Captain  Benjamin  Sumner,   Mr.  Ezra 

Smith. 
For   Voluntown. —  Captain  John   Gordon,    Mr.  Ezra 

Crary. 
For  Woodstock. — Captain  Elisha   Child,  Mr.   William 

Skinner. 
For  Plainfield. — Captain  Andrew  Backus,  Mr.  Joshua 

Dunlap. 
For  Killingly. — Captain  Stephen  Crosby,  Mr.  Daniel 

Watrous. 
For  Coventry. — Mr.  Ebenezer  Kingsbury,  Mr.  Ephraim 

Root. 
For  Litchfield. — Mr.  Jedediah  Strong,  Mr.  Abraham 

Bradley. 
For  Woodbury. — Mr.  Daniel  Sherman,  Captain'  Increase 

Moseley. 
For  Sharon. — Mr.  John  Canfield,  Captain  Caleb  Jeieet. 
For  Torrington. — Mr.  Ephraim  Bancroft,  Captain  Shur- 

bael  Grisioold. 
For  Salisbury. — Captain  Abiel  Camp,  Colonel  Joshua 

Porter. 
For  Cornwall. — Mr.  Edward  Rogers,  Mr.  John  Pearce. 
For  New-Hartford. — Captain  Matthew  GiUett,  Captain 

Isaac  Kcllog. 
For  Goshen. — Col.  Ebenezer  Norton,  Mr.  Asaph  Hall. 
For  Kent. — Captain  Jethro  Hatch,  Capt.  Moses  Averill. 
For  Westmoreland. — Mr.  John  Jenkins,  Captain  Solo- 
mon Strong. 
For  Canaan. — Captain  John  Ensign,  Capt.  John  Watso7U 
For   New-Milford. — Major  Samuel  Canfield,    Captain 

Sherman  Boardman. 
For    Harwinton. — Captain    John    Wilkon,   Mr.   Josiah 

Phelps. 

Erastus  Wolcott,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ;   Titus  Hosmer,  Esq.,  Clerk. 

This  day  being  appointed,  by  the  Royal  Charter  and  the 
laws  of  this  Colony,  for  the  election  of  the  publick  Officers 
of  the  Colony,  viz :  Governour,  Deputy  Governour,  Assis- 
tants, Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  proclamation  was  made  in 
manner  accustomed,  and  then  the  votes  of  the  Freemen 
were  given  in  to  the  persons  appointed  by  the  Assembly  to 
receive,  sort,  and  count  them,  and  to  declare  the  names  of 
such  persons  as  shall  be  chosen  to  any  of  the  forementioned 
offices,  according  to  law ;  which  persons,  so  appointed, 
were  Jabez  Hamlin,  Elisha  Sheldon,  Eliphakt  Dyer,  Jabez 
Huntington,  Abraham  Davenport,  Esquires,  Colonel  Tho- 


mas Seymour,  Major  John  Chester,  Mr.  Oliver  Stanley,  Colo- 
nel Andrew  Ward,  Jun.,  Mr.  William  Hillhouse,  Mr.  Rufns 
Lathrop,  Colonel  Thomas  Fitch,  Dr.  Thaddcus  Betts,  Mr. 
Samuel  Webb,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Kingsbury,  Colonel  Joshua 
Porter,  Mr.  John  Canfield;  who  were  all  sworn  to  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  that  trust. 

And  the  votes  of  the  Freemen  being  brought  in,  sorted, 
and  counted, 

The  Honourable  Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  is  chosen 
Governour  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  ensuing  ; 

The  Honourable  Matthcio  Griswold,  Esq.,  is  chosen  De- 
puty Governour  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  ensuing ; 

Jabez  Hamlin,  Elisha  Sheldon,  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Jabez 
Huntington,  ffllliam  Pitkin,  Roger  Sherman,  Abraham 
Davenport,  Joseph  Spencer,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Samml  Hun- 
tington, Richard  Law,  and  William  Williams,  Esquires, 
were  chosen  Assistants  for  the  year  ensuing  ; 

John  Lawrence,  Esq.,  is  chosen  Treasurer  of  this  Colony 
for  the  year  ensuing  : 

George  Wyllys,  Esq.,  is  chosen  Secretary  of  this  Colony 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

An  Act  for  establishing  Naval  Officers  in  this  Colony. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Governour,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  be  Naval  Officer  in  this  Colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  there  shall  be  kept  at  the  Port  o(  Neio-London,  one 
Naval  Officer ;  at  the  Port  of  New-Haven,  one  other  Naval 
Officer ;  at  the  Port  of  Middletown,  one  other  Naval  Offi- 
cer ;  and  at  the  Port  of  Nonvalk,  one  other  Naval  Officer ; 
and  that  the  Governour,  for  the  time  being,  depute  some 
proper  person,  at  each  of  said  Ports,  as  Naval  Officers ; 
and  take  bond,  with  sufficient  surety,  in  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  Pounds,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  ttieir  duty 
therein,  to  enter  and  clear  out  Vessels  and  their  cargoes ; 
and  to  do  and  act  therein  in  such  way  and  manner,  and 
according  to  such  rules  as  to  their  offices  aforesaid  respec- 
tively appertain. 

Whereas,  it  is  recommended  by  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  to  the  several  Legislatures  in  the  United  Colonies, 
as  soon  as  possible  to  erect  Courts  of  Justice,  or  give  juris- 
diction to  the  Courts  now  in  being,  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining concerning  captures,  &c.,  and  to  provide  that  all 
trials  in  such  case  be  had  by  a  Jury,  under  such  qualifications 
as  to  the  respective  Legislatures  shall  seem  expedient : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  respective  County  Courts 
in  this  Colony  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  empow- 
ered, constituted,  and  appointed  to'  try,  judge,  and  deter- 
mine, by  Jury  or  otherwise,  as  in  other  cases,  concerning  all 
captures  that  have  or  shall  be  taken  and  brought  into  said 
respective  Counties ;  and  that  the  civil  law,  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  be  the  rule  of  their 
adjudications,  determinations,  and  proceedings  therein ;  and 
said  respective  County  Courts  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  constitute  and  aj)[K)int  such  proper  officers 
under  them  as  they  shall  find  necessary  and  expedient  for 
the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
appeals  be  allowed  to  the  Continental  Congress,  under  the 
restrictions  and  agreeable  to  the  directions  and  resolves  of 
said  Congress ;  and  that  the  fees  for  said  Court,  and  the 
respective  officers  thereof,  be  reasonable,  and  such  as  are 
customary  in  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  or  may  be  esta- 
blished by  said  Congress ;  and  the  Judge  of  said  respective 
County  Courts  is  hereby  authorized  to  call  said  Court  for 
said  purpose,  at  any  place  within  the  respective  Counties  as 
shall  be  most  convenient  and  expedient. 


An  Act  for  repealing  an  Act  of  this  Colony,  entitled  "  An 
Act  against  His^h  Treason." 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  aforesaid  act,  and  every  part  and  para- 
graph tiiereof,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made 
null  and  void. 
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An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  "  An  Act  prescri- 
bing forms  of  Writs,  Processes,  ^c." 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  for  the  future,  all  Writs  and  Processes  in 
law  or  equity  shall  issue  in  the  name  of  the  Governour  and 
Company  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  instead  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's name  ;  and  that  in  all  Summonses,  Attachments,  or 
other  Processes,  before  an  Assistant  or  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
the  words  "  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  "  be 
omitted ;  and  that  instead  thereof,  be  inserted  "  Justice  of  the 
Peace ;"  and  that  no  Writ  or  Process  shall  bear  any  date 
save  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ  only,  any  law,  usage,  or 
custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

An  Act  in  alteration  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for 
prescribing  and  establishing  forms  of  Oaths  in  this  Co- 
lony." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  several  forms  of  Oaths  here  following  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  established,  to  be  taken  and  adminis- 
tered unto  the  several  and  respective  officers  and  persons 
for  whom  they  are  appointed,  as  followeth : 
For  the  Freemen,  viz  : 

"  You,  A  B,  being,  by  the  Providence  of  God,  an  inhabi- 
tant within  this  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  now  to  be  made 
free  of  the  same,  do  swear  by  the  ever  living  God,  to  be 
true  and  faithful  to  the  Governour  and  Company  of  said 
Colony,  and  the  Government  thereof,  as  was  established 
and  is  expressed  by  Charter;  and  whensoever  you  shall 
give  your  vote  or  suffrage  touching  any  matter  which  con- 
cerns this  Colony,  being  called  thereunto,  you  will  give  it 
as  in  your  conscience  you  shall  judge  will  conduce  to  the 
best  good  of  the  same,  without  respect  of  persons  or  favour 
of  any  man.     So  help  you  God." 

For  the  Grand  Jurors,  viz  : 
"  You  do  swear  by  the  name  of  the  ever  living  God,  that 
you  will  diligently  inquire  after  and  true  presentment  make 
of  all  breaches  of  the  law  that  shall  come  to  your  knowledge, 
according  to  your  charge,  (unless  some  religious  tie  of  con- 
science, surely  bottomed  upon  the  word  of  God,  bind  you 
to  secrecy;)  the  secrets  of  the  cause,  your  own,  and  your 
fellows,  you  duly  observe  and  keep ;  you  will  present  no 
man  for  envy,  hatred,  or  malice ;  neither  will  you  leave  any 
man  unpresented  for  love,  fear,  favour,  or  affection,  or  in 
hope  of  reward ;  but  you  will  present  things  truly,  as  they 
come  to  your  knowledge,  according  to  the  best  of  your  un- 
derstanding, and  according  to  the  laws  of  this  Colony.  So 
help  you  God." 

For  the  Petit  Jurors,  viz : 

"  You  do  swear  by  the  ever  living  God,  that,  without  re- 
spect of  persons  or  favour  of  any  man,  you  shall  well  and  truly 
try  and  true  deliverance  make  between  the  Governour  and 
Company  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  and  the  prisoner  at 
the  bar,  whom  you  shall  have  in  charge,  according  to  your 
evidence  and  the  laws  of  this  Colony.     So  help  you  God." 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  forms  of  the  oaths  in  said  act  established  for  Free- 
men, Grand  Jurors,  and  Petit  Jurors,  and  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance and  supremacy,  be,  and  are  hereby  repealed  and 
made  null  and  void,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

An  Act  in  alteration  of  one  paragraph  of  an  Act  enti- 
tled "An  Act  for  preventing  and  punishing  Riots  and 
Rioters." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  ajid  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  the  form  of  the  Proclamation  prescribed  by 
said  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  altered ;  and  that  in- 
stead of  the  form  in  said  act  inserted,  be  the  following,  viz : 
The  Governour  and  Company  of  this  Colony  charge  and 
command  all  persons  assembled  immediately  to  disperse 
themselves,  and  peaceably  to  depart  to  their  habitations,  or 
to  their  lawful  business,  upon  the  pains  and  jjenalties  con- 
tained in  the  act  or  law  of  this  Colony,  entitled  "  An  act  for 


preventing  and  punishing  Riots  and  Rioters ;"  and  the  per- 
sons authorized  by  said  act  for  the  future  shall  make  use  of 
the  foregoing  form  instead  of  the  form  by  said  act  prescribed 
and  directed. 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  for 
forming  and  regulating  Militia,  and  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  military  sMll,  for  the  better  defence  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Coiawil,  and  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same,  That  all  the  Troops  of  Horse  in  this  Colony  shall 
be  formed  into  Regiments  of  Light-Horse,  as  followeth, 
viz  :  That  the  Troops  of  Horse  in  the  First,  Second,  Sixth, 
Seventh,  Tenth,  and  Twenty-Third  Regiments  of  Militia,  he, 
and  they  are  hereby  made  and  declared  to  be  one  entire 
and  distinct  Regiment  of  Light-Horse,  and  shall  be  distin- 
guished and  called  by  the  name  of  the  First  Regiment ;  that 
the  Troops  of  Horse  in  the  Third,  Eighth,  Twelfth,  and 
Twenty-Fifth  Regiments  of  Militia,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
made  and  declared  to  be  one  entire  and  distinct  Regiment 
of  Light-Horse,  and  shall  be  distinguished  and  called  by  the 
name  of  the  Second  Regiment ;  that  the  Troops  of  Horse 
in  the  Fourth,  Ninth,  and  Sixteenth  Regiments  of  Militia, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  one  entire  and  dis- 
tinct Regiment  of  Light-Hor^e,  and  shall  be  distinguished 
and  called  by  the  name  of  the  Third  Regiment ;  that  the 
Troops  of  Horse  in  the  Fifth,  Eleventh,  Nineteenth,  Twen- 
ty-First, and  Twenty-Second  Regiments  of  Militia,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  one  entire  and  distinct  Re- 
giment of  Light-Horse,  and  shall  be  distinguished  and  called 
by  the  name  of  the  Fourth  Regiment;  that  the  Troops  of 
Horse  in  the  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  Seven- 
teenth, and  Eighteenth  Regiments  of  Militia,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  one  entire  and  distinct  Regiment 
of  Light-Horse,  and  shall  be  distinguished  and  called  by 
the  name  of  the  Fifth  Regiment.  That  there  shall  be  only 
one  Colonel  and  one  Lieutenant-Colonel  to  command  the 
whole,  and  one  Major  in  each  of  said  Regiments,  from  time 
to  time  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  who  shall  be 
commissioned  by  the  Governour  of  this  Colony  for  the  time 
being ;  and  the  said  Colonel,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  the 
Majors,  of  each  of  said  Regiments,  shall  be  subject  to  the 
command  of  the  General  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Militia  for  the  time  being,  and  shall  have  the  same  duty, 
power,  and  authority,  as  the  officers  of  the  same  rank  in  the 
Regiments  of  Militia  already  by  law  have ;  and  said  Regi- 
ments of  Light-Horse  shall  be  liable  to  such  Regimental 
duty  as  the  Regiments  of  Militia  are  already  by  law  lia- 
ble. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  every  Trooper  already 
inlisted  in  any  Troop  of  Light-Horse  in  this  Colony  shall 
equip  himself  with  arms  and  accoutrements  according  to  law, 
within  three  months  next  after  the  rising  of  this  Assembly  ; 
and  that  every  person  that  shall  hereafter  inlist  into  any  of 
said  Troops  of  Light-Horse  shall,  within  six  months  next 
after  his  inlistrnent,  equip  and  accoutre  himself  as  aforesaid  ; 
and,  in  default  thereof,  such  Trooper  or  Troopers  shall  be 
reduced  to  the  Foot  Company  or  Companies,  within  the 
limits  of  which  they  inhabit,  and  be  liable  to  do  duty  in  the 
same  as  he  or  they  were  before  they  inlisted  into  said  Troop 
as  aforesaid,  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing- _ 

An  Act  for  the  alteration  of  the  Penalty  of  the  Law  of  this 

Colony,  entitled  "An  Act  in  addition  to  the  Law  of  this 

Colony  entitled  'An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  Military 

Skill,  for  the  better  defence  of  this  Colony.'  " 

Whereas  it  is  provided  in  said  act  that,  in  case  any 

Soldier  shall  disobey  ordere  given  him  by  any  Colonel,  or 

chief  officer  of  any  Regiment,  pureuant  to  orders  given, 

&.C.,  by  the  Captain-General  for  the  time  being,  relative  to 

marching  for  the  defence  of  any  towns  or  places  in  this 

or  the  neighbouring  Governments  attacked  by  an  enemy, 

or  in  danger  thereof,  such  Soldier  so  refusing  shall  be  liable 

to  suffer  the  penalty  of  forty  Shillings  only,  which  is  found 

not  to  be  adequate  to  the  merit  of  the  offence : 

Therefore  be  it  resolved  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  whensoever  any  Soldier  or 
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Soldiers,  belonging  to  any  of  die  Regiments  in  this  Colony, 
shall  refuse  to  muster  and  march  according  to  orders  given 
him  by  his  Commanding  Officer  for  the  purposes  mention- 
ed in  said  act,  such  Soldier  so  refusing  shall  suffer  the 
penalty  of  ten  Pounds,  lawful  money,  for  the  use  of  the 
Colony,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom,  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

An  Act  in  further  addition  to  the  Law  of  this  Colony,  en- 
titled "An  Act  for  forming  and  regulating  the  Militia, 
and  for  the  encouragement  of  Military  Skill,  for  the 
better  defence  of  this  Colony." 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  die  Military  Companies  in  the  Tow  ns  of 
East-IIaddam  and  Colchester,  except  the  Company  in  the 
Soci(!ty  of  Marlborough,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
made  and  consdtuted  a  distinct  and  enUre  Regiment,  and 
shall  be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Twenty- 
Fifth  Regiment,  and  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges 
and  be  under  the  same  regulations  as  die  other  Regiments 
in  this  Colony  by  law  have  and  are  subject  to. 

An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  carrying  into  execution  the 
several  Acts  relative  to  the  making  of  Saltpetre  and  Gun- 
powder within  this  Colony. 

Whereas  by  an  act  of  this  Assembly  in  May,  1 775,  there 
was  a  premium  of  four  shillings  on  the  pound  granted  for  all 
Saltpetre  made  in  this  Colony  before  the  1st  day  of  June, 
1776;  and  December,  1775,  a  bounty  or  premium  of  two 
shillings  on  the  pound  for  all  Saltpetre  manufactured  in  this 
Colony  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  June,  1776,  and  be- 
fore the  1st  day  of  January,  1777 ;  and  that  Inspectors 
should  be  appointed  to  view  and  inspect  the  same,  and  ad- 
minister an  oath,  and  cerdfy  as  therein  described,  and  pur- 
chase and  receive  the  same  for  the  use  of  this  Colony ; 
and  by  a  further  act  in  the  same  session,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Selectmen  in  each  town  within  this  Colony  should 
be  the  Inspectore  of  Saltpetre,  with  all  the  power  and  autho- 
rity of  said  acts  given  to  Inspectors  of  Saltpetre,  he. ;  but 
no  dme  being  mentioned  in  said  act  for  delivering  the  Salt- 
petre to  the  Inspectors,  nor  price  affixed  for  the  purchase, 
and  sundry  other  regulations  being  necessary  to  carry  the 
aforesaid  acts  into  execution  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Re- 
presentatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  That  for  all  Saltpetre  made  in  this  Colony 
before  the  1st  day  of  June,  1776,  on  which  the  premium  of 
four  shillings  on  the  pound  is  claimed,  shall  be  delivered  for 
inspection  to  the  Selectmen  authorized  and  empowered  to 
inspect  the  same,  or  by  them  inspected,  within  fifteen  days, 
at  farthest,  after  the  last  day  of  May  instant ;  and  that  after 
the  1st  day  of  June,  die  manufacturers  producing  the  same 
for  inspection,  shall  make  oath  before  the  Inspector  or  In- 
spectors that  the  said  Nitre  or  Saltpetre,  produced  as  afore- 
said, was  made  and  manufactured  before  the  1st  day  of  June, 
otherwise  it  shall  be  considered  as  made  after ;  and  that  all 
the  Saltpetre  made  as  aforesaid  after  the  last  day  of  May, 
and  before  the  1st  day  o(  January  next,  in  order  to  be  en- 
tided  to  the  premium  of  two  shillings  on  the  pound,  shall 
be  treated  and  conducted  in  the  same  manner,  having  re- 
spect to  the  1st  day  of  January  as  before  to  die  1st  day  of 
June;  and  that,  upon  the  whole,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  die 
Inspector  or  Inspectors  carefully  to  see  diat  all  die  Saltpetre 
offered  or  delivered  to  them  for  inspection  be  pure,  clean, 
and  dry,  and  free  from  any  corrupt  mixture,  before  they  give 
any  certificate  of  the  same ;  and  on  the  same  being  so  found, 
shall  give  a  certificate  diereof,  with  the  other  requisites,  be- 
fore either  the  premium  or  purchase  money  shall  be  paid 
therefor;  and  the  Saltpetre  produced  to  the  Inspectors  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  delivered  in  casks,  or  other  packages,  pro- 
per and  sufficient  for  transportation  to  the  Powder- Works, 
with  the  maker's  name,  and  the  name  of  the  town  wherein 
made,  thereon. 

Anrl  be  it  further  enacted.  That  for  all  the  Saltpetre  made 
and  manufactured  in  this  Colony  before  the  1st  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  inspected,  and  found  to  be  pure,  clean,  dry,  and 
unmixed,  and  fit  for  use  according  to  law,  and  so  delivered 
to  the  Inspector  or  Inspectors,  in  proper  packages,  marked 
as  aforesaid,  for  die  use  of  the  Colony,  shall  be  paid  for  out 


of  the  Colony  Treasury  the  sum  of  three  shillings  per  pound, 
for  every  pound,  only  deducdng  therefrom  one  half-penny  on 
each  pound  delivered  as  aforesaid  as  a  general  estimate  on 
the  whole  for  transportation  to  the  respective  Powdei-Mills 
erected  and  allowed  in  this  Colony,  and  for  other  charges 
attending  the  same :  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  all  per- 
sons who  have  made  and  manufactured  Saltpetre,  and  have 
already  procured  the  same  to  be  inspected  and  delivered  to 
the  Inspectors  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  shall  be  cndtled 
to  receive  the  price  aforesaid  therefor,  notwitiistanding  the 
same  may  not  be  [)ut  up  in  casks  or  packages,  marked,  as 
aforesaid. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  Inspectors 
convey  and  deliver,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  all  die 
Saltpetre  by  them  received  as  aforesaid,  to  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  several  Powder-Mills  in  this  Colony  assigned 
by  the  Governour  and  Committee  of  Safety  for  the  time 
being  to  receive  the  same,  taking  his  or  their  receipt  there- 
for, and  the  same  transmit  and  lodge  widi  the  Committee 
of  Pay-Table ;  and  the  Inspector  or  Inspectors  performing 
their  duty  as  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  a  reasonable  al- 
lowance for  his  or  their  trouble  and  services  as  aforesaid,  to 
be  adjusted  by  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table,  who  shall 
order  payment  of  the  same  accordingly.  And  to  the  intent 
that  all  frauds,  and  impure  or  corrupt  mixtures  may  be  de- 
tected, and  the  persons  concerned  therein  be  duly  punished, 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Inspector  or  Inspectors 
delivering,  as  also  die  ov\  ner,  owners,  or  overseers,  of  the 
Powder-Mills  receiving  the  Saltpetre  as  aforesaid,  shall 
make  and  keep  a  true,  just,  and  fair  entry  of  all  the  Salt- 
petre delivered  and  received  as  aforesaid,  and  die  names  of 
the  makers  thereof;  and  whoever  shall  be  found  guilty  and 
be  convicted  of  any  fraudulent  and  impure  mixture  in  the 
Saltpetre  by  them  made  and  delivered  for  inspecdon  as 
aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  the 
value  of  the  premium  and  pay  grained  and  allowed  on  the 
Saltpetre  in  which  such  mixture  shall  be  found.  And  the 
owner  or  owners  of  the  several  Powder-Mills  shall  well  and 
truly  and  faidifully  make  up,  or  cause  to  be  made,  all  the 
Saltpetre  delivered  to  them  as  aforesaid  into  good  merchant- 
able Powder,  well  dried,  fit  for  use,  and  find  all  the  other 
materials  necessary  therefor,  and  the  same  put  up  in  good, 
tight,  sizeable  casks,  which  shall  contain  either  one  hun- 
dred, one-half,  or  one-quarter  hundred  weight  of  Powder 
each,  marked  with  the  just  and  true  weight  of  the  cask, 
and  also  the  initial  letters  of  the  maker's  name,  and  the 
same  deliver  to  the  Governour  and  Committee  of  Safety 
of  this  Colony,  or  to  their  order,  for  the  use  of  diis  Colony  ; 
and  shall  receive  therefor,  out  of  the  Colony  Treasury,  at 
die  rate  of  nine  dollars  per  hundred  for  every  hundred 
weight  of  good  merchantable  Powder  made  and  delivered 
as  aforesaid,  upon  a  ceruficate  thereof  had  and  obtained  of 
the  Governour,  or  the  Governour  and  Committee  of  Safety, 
produced  to  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  of  this  Colony. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Goxfi-nour  and  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  for  the  time  being,  from  time  to  time,  order 
and  give  directions  for  the  disposal  of  all  their  Powder 
made  at  the  several  Powder-Mills  within  this  Colony,  and, 
if  need  be,  erect  convenient  houses  for  the  reception  of 
the  same,  in  such  places  as  they  think  proper. 

The  form  of  the  Oath,  as  follows,  viz : 

"  You,  A  B,  do  swear  by  the  ever  living  God,  that  the 
Saltpetre  by  you  now  exhibited  to  be  inspected  was  made 
and  manufactured  out  of  materials  collected  within  this 
Colony  by  you  or  on  your  account,  and  that  the  same  was 

manufactured  before  the  1st  day  of ,  and  that  no 

certificate  hath  been  obtained  or  given  therefor.  So  lielp 
you  God." 

The  form  of  the  Cerdficate,  as  follows,  viz : 

"  This  may  cerdfy,  that  a  quandty  of  Saltpetre  offered  for 
inspection  by  A  B,  of  H,  the  maker  thereof,  amounting  to 
weight,  is  well  and  carefully  inspected,  and,  accord- 
ing to  .  .  .  best  judgment  and  skill,  the  same  is  found  to 
be  pure,  clean,  and  dry,  free  from  any  corrupt  mixture  ;  the 
said  A  B  having  made  oadi  according  to  the  direcdons  of 
the  law  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  which  Saltpetre  is 
received  for  the  use  of  the  Colony.     Dated  at  H,  .  .  .  day 

of ,  A.  D 

" ,  )     Selectmen 

" :  )  or  Selectman." 
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Wlfereas  the  article  of  Salt  is  of  great  importance  and 
necessity  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and 
the  obtaining  the  same  in  the  usual  way  of  importation  is 
rendered  difficult  and  uncertain  :  it  is  therefore  judged  neces- 
sary to  encourage  the  manufacturing  thereof  in  this  Colony  : 

VVhereuj)on  it  is  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  Pounds  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury 
of  this  Colony  to  the  persons  or  persons  that  shall  erect 
proper  Works  and  Vats  for  the  making  and  manufacturing 
common  Salt  within  this  Colony,  and  shall  actually  make 
therein  the  first  five  hundred  bushels  of  good  merchantable 
Salt ;  and  that  the  sum  of  eighty  Pounds  shall,  in  like  man- 
ner, be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  that  shall  erect  and 
set  up  proper  Works  and  Vats  within  this  Colony,  and  make 
and  manufacture  therein  the  second  five  hundred  bushels  of 
Salt ;  that  the  sum  of  sixty  Pounds  shall,  in  like  manner, 
be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  that  shall  erect  and  set 
up  proper  Works  and  Vats  within  this  Colony,  and  make 
and  manufacture  therein  the  third  five  hundred  bushels  of 
such  Salt;  and  that  the  sum- of  forty  Pounds  shall,  in  like 
manner,  be  paid  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  erect  and 
set  up  proper  Works  and  Vats  within  this  Colony,  and  make 
and  manufacture  therein  the  fourth  five  hundred  bushels  of 
such  Salt :  Provided,  said  several  quantities  of  Salt  be  made 
and  manufactured,  and  a  certificate  under  oath,  or  proper 
evidence  thereof,  be  produced  by  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
October,  1777. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  any  person 
or  persons  shall  make  and  manufacture  either  of  the  afore- 
said quantities  of  Salt,  and  produce  a  certificate  under  oath, 
or  other  proper  evidence  thereof,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
the  premium  for  the  same. 

An  Act  for  raising  and  equipping  a  body  of  Minute-men  to 
be  held  in  readiness  for  the  better  defence  of  this  Colony, 
and  for  repealing  an  Act  of  the  same  title  made  and  pass- 
ed by  this  Assembly  in  December,  1775. 

Whereas  the  English  American  Colonies  are  threatened 
with  the  immediate  exertion  of  Ministerial  power  and  rage, 
and  their  utmost  efforts  are  making  to  reduce  us  to  bondage 
and  slavery,  by  their  own  and  foreign  additional  Troops, 
which  may  be  daily  expected  to  invade  and  attempt  to  lay 
waste  this  country  with  fire  and  sword ;  it  is  therefore  of 
great  importance  for  the  salvation  of  this  country  that  its  in- 
habitants should  be  put  into  the  best  situation  for  self-de- 
fence and  preservation : 

Therefore  be  it  enacted  by  the  Govemour,  Council,  and 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  one-third  part  of  the  Second, 
Third,  Fourth,  Seventh,  Eighth,  Ninth,  and  Twentieth  Re- 
giments, and  one-quarter  part  of  the  other  Regiments  of 
Militia,  or  a  number  equal  thereto,  be  forthwith  inlisted  or 
detached  from  the  limits  of  the  several  Regiments  in  this 
Colony,  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  the  defence  of  this,  or 
any  of  the  adjoining  Colonies.  And  that  the  same  may  be 
speedily  effected. 

Be  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  Colonels,  or  chief  officers 
of  the  respective  Regiments,  shall  forthwith  order  the  chief 
officer  of  feach  Company  in  their  respective  Regiments  to 
convene  their  several  Companies,  and  also  give  notice  to, 
and  request  the  attendance  at  the  same  time  and  place,  of 
all  others  w  ithin  the  limits  thereof  who  are  obliged  to  keep 
arms,  and  who  are  between  sixteen  and  fifty-five  years  of 
age  ;  and  being  so  convened,  to  inlist  outof  any  ofthem,  or 
otherwise,  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  number,  if  he  and  they 
shall  be  able. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  a  sufficient  number 
shall  not  voluntarily  offer  and  inlist  as  aforesaid,  the  Captain, 
or  chief  officer,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  other 
commissioned  officers  of  such  Company,  shall  forthwith 
detach  and  impress  out  of  said  Company  of  Militia,  such 
number  of  able-bodied  men  as  shall  appear  to  be  wanting 
of  the  inlisted  men,  to  make  up  the  complement  aforesaid  ; 
and  every  man  so  detached  shall  be  considered  and  holden 
in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same  purposes,  and  per- 
form the  same  duties,  as  the  Volunteers  inlisting  as  aforesaid, 
on  penalty  of  ten  Pounds,  to  be  forfeited  to  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Colony,  to  be  recovered  by  bill,  plaint,  or  informa- 
tion, in  any  court  proper  to  try  the  same ;  and  the  said  Cap- 
tains, or  chief  officers,  of  said  Companies  shall  immediately 


execute  said  orders,  and  make  returns  of  their  doings  to  the 
chief  officer  of  the  Regiments ;  and  thereupon  the  Field- 
Officers  of  each  Regiment  of  Militia  shall  form  into  distinct 
Companies,  consisting  of  about  sixty-eight  rank  and  file 
each,  and  shall  thereupon,  with  the  advice  of  the  Captains 
and  commissioned  officers  of  the  several  Companies  of 
their  respective  Regiments,  nominate  officers  for  said  new 
formed  Companies,  viz:  one  Captain,  two  Lieutenants,  and 
one  Ensign,  out  of  such  as  have  borne,  or  do  sustain  com- 
missions of  equal  rank,  and  make  return  of  such  choice,  with 
a  Muster-Roil  of  the  Companies,  to  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour,  who,  on  receipt  thereof,  is  authorized  to  commissionate 
the  proper  officers  accordingly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour,  with  the  advice  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  form  said  Companies  into  distinct 
Regiments,  and  especially  appoint  and  empower  such  of  the 
Field-Officers  of  the  Militia  to  take  command  of  such  new- 
formed  Regiments  as  he  shall  think  proper  and  expedient. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
each  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  shall  completely  equip 
themselves  with  a  good  musket  and  bayonet,  half  a  pound 
of  powder,  two  pounds  of  bullets  fit  for  his  gun,  six  flints, 
a  powder-hom,  cartouch-box,  and  also  a  good  blanket  and 
knapsack,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Captain,  and  the  same 
hold  in  constant  readiness  for  service,  for  which  they  shall 
be  allowed  and  paid  a  premium  of  forty  shillings  each ;  and 
the  Captains  of  each  Company  shall  procure  a  drum  and 
fife  for  the  use  of  the  same,  for  which  he  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Colony,  and  at  the  end  of  the  service  said  Captain  shall 
secure  the  same  for  the  use  of  the  Colony.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Captains  and  commissioned  officers  of  said 
Companies  carefully  to  attend  to,  and  see  that  their  said 
Companies  are  forthwith  furnished  with  arms,  and  equipped 
as  aforesaid  ;  and  to  that  end  they  are  authorized  and  directed 
to  call  them  together,  and  such  part  of  them  as  they  shall  find 
needful,  as  often  as  necessary,  to  examine  their  equipments, 
and  see  that  they  are  furnished  as  aforesaid,  and  said  Com- 
panies, when  collected,  may  choose  their  non-commissioned 
officei-s;  and  if  any  of  said  Minute-men  shall  not  be  able  to 
furnish  his  arms  as  aforesaid,  and  they  cannot  be  otherwise 
obtained,  such  deficiency  may  be  supplied  by  impressing  the 
same ;  and  any  proper  civil  authority,  on  application  of  the 
Captain  for  that  purpose,  shall  grant  warrants  accordingly, 
in  which  case  such  deficient  soldier  shall  receive  but  half 
the  aforesaid  premium,  and  the  owner  shall  receive  such  re- 
ward for  the  use  of  such  arms  so  impressed  as  this  Assem- 
bly shall  judge  reasonable,  according  to  the  nature  and  length 
of  the  service  to  which  it  shall  be  put,  and  if  lost  or  dama- 
ged therein,  then  the  value  to  be  paid.  And  the  powder  and 
balls  used  in  said  service  shall  be  paid  for,  or  found  by  the 
Colony  ;  and  if  it  cannot  otherwise  be  had,  it  shall  be  sup- 
plied by  the  towns.  And  said  officers  and  Minute-men 
shall  be  allowed,  for  the  time  necessarily  spent  in  meeting 
fer  the  purposes  aforesaid,  at  the  rate  of  pay  and  billeting  as 
allowed  for  the  Troops  heretofore  raised  by  order  of  the  As- 
sembly. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Regiments  and  Companies, 
raised  and  formed  as  aforesaid,  shall  hold  themselves  in  con- 
stant readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice  for  the  de- 
fence of  this,  or  any  of  the  adjoining  Colonies,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  Captain-General  of  this  Colony,  and 
other  their  superior  officers ;  and  when  they  are  called  out 
into  actual  service,  shall  have  and  receive  like  wages  and 
billeting  allowance,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  laws  and 
regulations  as  those  to  which  the  other  officers  and  soldiers, 
already  raised  and  inlisted  for  defence  of  this  Colony  by  or- 
der of  the  General  Assembly,  are  entitled  or  subjected. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Regiments  and 
Companies  raised  and  formed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  exempt- 
ed from  military  duty  in  any  other  Regiment  or  Company, 
and  shall  continue  to  be  held  under  the  aforesaid  regulations 
during  the  pleasure  of  this  Assembly,  not  exceeding  one 
year  from  and  after  the  first  day  oi  June  next ;  and  shall  then 
be  disbanded  and  returned  into  the  Regiments  and  Compa- 
nies of  Militia  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  and  be  again 
subject  to  military  duty  therein,  said  inlistment  or  detach- 
ment notwithstanding :  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  shall  not  extend  to  include  or  affect  the 
Twenty-Fourth  Regiment  of  Mihtia  in  this  Colony. 
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Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tliat  the 
third  part  of  the  Third,  Eightli,  and  Twentieth  Regiments, 
and  quarter  part  of  the  Militia  in  the  First  Regiment,  and 
the  rest  on  the  east  side  of  Connecticut  River,  lately  order- 
ed by  his  Honour  the  Governour  and  Committee  of  Safety 
to  be  drafted,  equipped,  and  held  in  readiness  according  to 
such  order,  shall  be  on  the  same  footing,  encouragement,  al- 
lowance and  regulation,  in  every  respect,  as  in  this  act  is 
provided,  including  the  premium  allowed  by  the  order  of  the 
Goveniour  and  Committee  of  Safety.  Provided,  neverthe- 
less. That  any  of  the  men  who  were  detached  or  impressed 
by  virtue  of  said  order,  and  shall  not  voluntarily  inlist  upon 
the  encouragement  of  this  act,  may  be  released,  unless  it 
should  be  found  necessary  to  retain  or  detach  them,  or  any 
part  of  them,  to  fill  up  the  complement  as  required  by  this 
act,  within  their  respective  limits. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  act  entitled  "  An  Act  for  raising  and  equipping  a  body 
of  Minute-men,  to  be  held  in  readiness  for  the  better  defence 
of  this  Colony,"  made  and  passed  by  this  Assenibly  in  De- 
cember, 1775,  be  repealed,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed, 
and  made  void. 

And  be  it  fiirther  enacted  and  provided,  That  any  Minute 
Companies  which  may  have  been  formed  by  virtue  of  said 
repealed  act,  and  their  ofBcei's  chosen  and  commissioned  ac- 
cordingly, shall  be  considered  as  part  of  the  Minute-men 
directed  by  this  act  to  be  raised,  and  in  lieu  of  so  many 
within  the  limits  to  which  they  belong ;  and  such  Compa- 
nies shall  be  under  the  same  regulations  and  advantages,  in- 
cluding the  premium  allowed  by  said  former  act,  as  if  they 
had  been  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  and  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Companies  of  Minute-men  raised  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall 
not  be  continued  in  actual  service  more  than  the  term  of 
tliree  months  at  one  time,  before  they  are  relieved  or  per- 
mitted to  return  home ;  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contraiy 
notwithstanding. 

And  it  is  further  provided,  That  the  premiums  aforesaid 
shall  not  be  paid  until  such  officers  and  soldiere  shall  be 
completely  equipped,  as  by  this  act  is  required.  And  as  it 
b  not  reasonable  that  any  should  avail  themselves  of  the 
aforesaid  premiums,  and  not  be  ready  and  able  to  perform 
the  service  which  it  is  meant  and  given  to  encourage  ;  there- 
fore if  any  of  such  Minute-men,  having  received  such  pre- 
mium, shall  inlist  into,  or  engage  in  either  of  the  Regiments 
now  ordered  to  be  raised  by  this  Assembly,  or  any  other 
already  raised  and  in  service,  he  shall  be  liable  to  refund 
such  premium,  or  to  have  the  same  deducted  from  his  wages 
in  said  Regiment's  service. 

An  Act  for  raising  a  Battalion  or  Regiment  of  Troops 
within  this  Colony,  to  march  to  Boston,  or  elsewhere,  in 
pursuance  of  a  Regulation  now  made  by  the  honourable 
Continental  Congress  for  the  defence  of  the  United  Co:i 
lonies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  one  Regiment  or  Battalion  of  Troops  shall 
be  forthwitii  raised  by  voluntary  inlistment,  for  the  defence 
of  this  and  the  rest  of  the  United  Colonies,  as  the  case  may 
require,  to  consist  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
one  Major,  and  eight  Companies,  with  one  Captain,  two 
Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals, 
one  Drummer,  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six  Privates,  to  each 
Company,  and  a  staff,  to  consist  of  one  Chaplain,  one 
Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster,  one  Surgeon,  one  Surgeon's 
Mate ;  that  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be  under  the 
same  command,  laws,  and  regulations,  that  the  Continental 
Troops  now  are ;  and  shall  have,  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  pay,  wages,  and  allowances,  billeting  and  provisions, 
and  the  same  premium  for  arms,  accoutrements,  blankets, 
and  knapsacks,  from  the  date  of  their  commissions  and  in- 
listments,  as  the  Continental  Troops  now  in  service  under 
the  immediate  command  of  his  Excellency  General  Wash- 
ington have  and  do  receive ;  and  that  said  Battalion,  or  such 
part  as  may  be  inlisted  for  and  holden  in  said  service  the  term 
of  two  years,  from  the  14th  of  May  instant,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  Congress,  in  which  case  they  shall  be  allow- 
ed one  month's  pay  on  their  discharge  ;  or  if  they  cannot  be 
prevailed  to  engage  for  tliat  term,  that  they,  or  any  part  of 


them,  be  inlisted  for  one  year  only,  iirom  said  14th  of  May, 
and  be  accordingly  holden,  unless  sooner  discharged  as 
aforesaid. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  have,  at  this 
session,  enacted  that  one  Regiment  or  Battalion  of  Troops 
shall  be  forthwith  raised  by  voluntary  inlistment,  pureuant 
to  a  request  of  the  honourable  Continental  Congress,  and  for 
Continental  service  ;  and  the  said  Troops  may  inlist  for  one 
or  two  years,  as  they  choose,  from  the  14th  day  of  May 
instant,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  said  Congress,  &.C.:  For 
the  encouragement  of  such  able-bodied  effective  men  as  shall 
inlist  to  engage  in  said  service, 

It  is  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  pay  of  each 
Sergeant  shall  be  forty-eight  shillings,  each  Corporal  forty- 
four  shillings,  each  Drummer  forty-lour  shillings,  each  Filer 
forty-four  shillings,  and  each  Private  forty  shillings,  per 
calendar  month,  during  their  service,  and  shall  have  one 
month's  pay  advanced  before  they  march,  and  be  allowed 
one  penny  per  mile  for  marching  expenses,  out  and  home ; 
also,  twelve  shillings  to  each  man  who  shall  supply  himself 
with  a  good  blanket,  and  take  the  same  away  with  him  at 
the  end  of  the  campaign,  and  such  further  encouragements 
as  are  allowed  by  said  Congress  to  the  forces  now  raising 
for  Continental  service. 


An  Act  for  raising  two  Regiments  of  Troops  within  this 
Colony,  for  the  special  defence  of  the  same. 

Whereas  the  present  alarming  movements  and  appearances 
of  the  Ministerial  Army  and  Navy  are  such  as  render  it 
highly  probable  that  a  sudden  attack  will  soon  be  made  by 
them  upon  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  for  the  most 
hostile  and  destructive  purposes ;  which,  to  prevent. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Represen- 
tatives in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  one  Regiment  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Co- 
lony shall  be  immediately  raised  by  voluntary  inlistment ; 
and  that  the  Troops  already  raised,  at  and  about  New-Ijon- 
don  and  JSew-Haven,  shall  in  the  same  way  be  augmented 
into  a  second  Regiment,  for  the  special  defence  of  this  and 
the  neighbouring  Colonies,  as  the  case  may  require ;  each  of 
said  Regiments  to  consist  of  one  Colonel,  one  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,  one  Major,  and  eight  Companies,  with  one  Captain, 
two  Lieutenants,  one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals, 
one  Drummer,  and  one  Fifer,  and  seventy-six  Privates,  to 
each  Company  ;  and  a  staff,  to  consist  of  one  Chaplain,  one 
Adjutant,  one  Quartermaster,  one  Surgeon,  and  one  Sur- 
geon's Mate,  to  each  Regiment ;  and  the  same  pay,  wages, 
and  allowance,  billeting  and  provisions,  and  the  same  pre- 
miums for  supplying  themselves  with  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, blankets  and  knapsacks,  shall  be  given  to  them  whilst 
in  service  of  this  Colony  as  were  given  and  allowed  by  this 
Colony  to  the  Troops  raised  by  this  Assembly  in  April, 
1775,  and  shall  be  under  the  same  laws  and  regulations ; 
and  said  Regiments,  wiien  raised,  shall  be  holden  until  the 
1st  day  of  Janwary  next,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  shall 
be  marched  and  stationed,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  Captain- 
General  shall  order  and  direct,  according  to  the  exigencies 
of  publick  affairs,  and  be  subject  to  join  the  Continental 
Army,  if  ordered  by  the  Captain-General,  or  Commander- 
in-Chief;  in  which  case  both  officers  and  soldiers  shall  be 
under  the  same  laws,  regulations,  pay,  wages,  and  allowance 
in  all  respects,  as  the  Troops  in  the  Continental  Army  shall 
then  be  under,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  general  command 
during  their  junction  with  said  Amiy. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  such  Troops,  raised  as  aforesaid,  as  shall  neglect  or  be 
unable  to  furnish  arms  or  accoutre  themselves  for  the  pre- 
mium aforesaid,  shall  be  furnished,  armed,  and  accoutred,  in 
the  same  way  and  manner  as  the  Troops  raised  by  this 
Assembly  in  July  last  were  furnished  and  provided  for. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony,  in  their 
present  session,  enacted  that  one  Regiment  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Colony  be  immediately  raised  by  voluntary  inlist- 
ments,  and  that  the  Ti-oops  at  and  about  New-London  and 
New-Haven  shall,  in  the  same  way,  be  augmented  into  a 
second  Regiment  for  the  special  defence  of  this  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Colonies,  and  be  subject  to  join  the  Continental  Army, 
if  ordered  by  the  Captain-General,  or  Commander-in-Chief, 
as  the  case  may  require,  and  to  be  holden  in  said  service 
until  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  unless  sooner  discharged  j 
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and  for  the  encourngemcnt  of  such  able-bodied  and  effective 
men  as  shall  voluntarily  inlist  themselves  into  said  service  to 
the  acceptance  of  proper  officers, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  every  such  person  as 
aforesaid,  on  such  inlistment,  shall  be  entitled  to  twelve 
shillings  premium,  in  case  he  supply  himself  with  a  blanket, 
knapsack,  and  clothing,  to  the  acceptance  of  his  Captain, 
and  one  month's  pay  advance ;  that  each  Sergeant  shall 
receive  forty-eight  shillings,  each  Corporal,  Drummer,  and 
Fifer,  forty-four  shillings,  and  each  Private  forty  shillings, 
per  calendar  month,  for  wages  during  their  continuance  in 
said  service ;  that  each  man  so  inlisted  as  aforesaid,  who 
shall  pro\'ide  arms  for  himself,  well  fixed  with  a  good  bayo- 
net and  cartouch-box.  shall  be  paid  a  premium  of  ten  shil- 
lings, and.in  case  such  arms  are  lost  by  inevitable  Providence, 
such  man  so  providing  himself,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
the  just  value  of  such  arms  and  implements  so  lost,  deducting 
said  premium  of  ten  shillings  ;  said  premium  of  ten  shillings 
to  be  paid  as  soon  as  such  man  shall  be  so  provided  as  afore- 
said. A  particular  account  shall  be  taken  of  all  the  arms  that 
may  be  used,  and  the  same  appraised  by  indifferent  judges  ; 
and  each  man  so  engaging  as  aforesaid  shall,  upon  his  inlist- 
ment, be  entitled  to  six  pence  per  diem  for  billeting  money, 
until  he  is  otherwise  provided  for  by  the  publick. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  if  said 
Troops  be  raised  as  aforesaid,  or  any  part  of  them  shall  be 
ordered  by  the  Captain-General,  or  Commander-in-Chief, 
to  join  the  Continental  Army,  or  be  taken  into  Continental 
service  or  pay,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the  sa»ne  wages  to  be 
continued  as  above,  and  be  allowed  one  penny  per  mile,  out 
and  home,  for  marching  expenses ;  and  every  man  in  the 
Continental  service,  who  shall  provide  himself  with  a  good 
blanket,  shall  receive  twelve  shillings,  lawful  money,  there- 
for, and  take  it  away  with  hiin  at  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
and  have  such  other  encouragement  as  will  be  given  to  the 
Continental  Troops. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Andrew  Ward,  Esq.,  Colonel, 
Obadiah  Johnson,  Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  William 
Douglass,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the  Regiment  now  to  be  raised 
in  this  Colony,  and  to  serve  in  the  Continental  Army. 

David  Waterbury,  Jun.,  Esq.,  Colonel,  Comfort  Sage, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Oliver  Smith,  of  Stonington, 
Esq.,  Major,  of  the  Regiment  now  to  be  raised  and  station- 
ed at  or  near  Neto-London. 

Benjamin  Hinmnn,  Esq.,  Colonel,  Philip  Burr  Bradley, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  David  Dimon,  Esq.,  Major, 
of  a  Regiment  now  to  be  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Co- 
lony. 

This  Assembly  appoints — 

Joseph  Thompson,  of  New-Haven,  Captain,  Samuel  Wil- 
mott,  o[ New-Haven,  First  Lieutenant,  Jo//«  Frudden,  Jun., 
oi  Milford,  Second  Lieutenant,  Edward  Tilley,  of  New- Ha- 
ven, Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  a  Regiment  to  be  raised  and 
stationed  at  and  about  New-London  and  New-Haven. 

Jonathan  Wells,  of  Hartford,  Captain,  David  Johnson 
East,  of  IVindsor,  First  Lieutenant,  Howel  Woodbridge,  of 
Glastenbury,  Second  Lieutenant,  Roger  Bull,  of  Wethers- 
Jield,  Ensign,  of  a  Company. 

Abiel  Pease,  of  Somers,  Captain,  Thomas  Abby,  of  En- 
field, First  Lieutenant,  Israel  Comene,  of  Hartford,  Second 
Lieutenant,  Abner  Wood,  of  Stafford,  Ensign,  of  a  Com- 
pany. 

Eliphalet  Bulkley,  of  Colchester,  Captain,  Ithamar  Harvey, 
of  East-Haddam,  First  Lieutenant,  Richard  Johnson,  of 
Haddam,  Second  Lieutenant,  David  Spencer,  oi  East-Had- 
dam, Ensign,  of  a  Company. 

Noah  Phelps,  of  Simsbury,  Captain,  Consider  Williston, 
of  SuMeld,  First  Lieutenant,  Samuel  Carver,  of  Bolton,  Se- 
cond Lieutenant,  Samuel  Smith,  of  East- Windsor,  Ensign, 
of  a  Company  in  a  Regiment  ordered  to  be  raised  for  the 
service  of  the  Continent. 

Noadiah  Hooker  Captain,  John  Skinner  First  Lieute- 
nant, Peleg  Heath  Second  Lieutenant,  Lemuel  Hotchkiss 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Waterman  Cleft  Captain,  Daniel  Alien  First  Lieutenant, 
Nathaniel  Morgan  Second  Lieutenant,  Jonathan  Nicholson, 
Jun.,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

John  Ripley  Captain,  Andreiv  Fitch  First  Lieutenant, 
Nullianiel  Wales,  3d,  Second  Lieutenant,  Ichabod  Bosworth 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 


Aimer  Pryor  Captain,  James  Steel  First  Lieutenant, 
Jonathan  Parker  Second  Lieutenant,  Benjamin  Hcnshaw, 
Jun.,  Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

James  Dana  Captain,  Elijah  Sharp  Fii-st  Lieutenant, 
Squire  Hill  Second  Lieutenant,  Ephraim  Kingsbury  En- 
sign, of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

James  Arnold  Captain,  Samuel  Barker  First  Lieutenant, 
Nathaniel  Bunnel  Second  Lieutenant,  Michael  Broumson 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Benjamin  Cutler  Captain,  William  Manning  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Joseph  Durkee  Second  Lieutenant,  Obadiah  Child 
Ensign,,  of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Noble  Benedict  Captain,  Jabez  Botsford  First  Lieute- 
nant, Gamaliel  Northrop  Second  Lieutenant,  Timothy  Tay- 
lor Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  a  Regiment  to  be  raised  for 
the  defence  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies. 

Matthew  Mead  Captain,  Sylvanus  Mead  Fii'st  Lieutenant, 
Samuel  Hart  (5th)  Second  Lieutenant,  Jeremiah  B.  Eells 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Elijah  Abel  Captain,  John  Blackleach  First  Lieutenant, 
William  Hawley  Second  Lieutenant,  Judson  Whiting  En- 
sign, of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Isaac  Cook  Captain,  Stejjhen  Hall  First  Lieutenant,  Na- 
thaniel Edtcards  Second  Lieutenant,  John  Humphrey  En- 
sign, of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Josiah  Starr  Captain,  Tliomas  Tanner  First  Lieutenant, 
Josiah  Stoddard  Second  Lieutenant,  Jonathan  Belamy  En- 
sign, of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Jonathan  Johnson  Captain,  John  Hanmer  First  Lieute- 
nant, Thomas  Stephenson  Second  Lieutenant,  Timothy  Tou>- 
ner  Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Bezaleel  Bebee  Captain,  Jesse  Cook  First  Lieutenant, 
James  Watson  Second  Lieutenant,  Wait  Beach  Ensign,  of  a 
Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Benjamin  Mills  Captain,  Daniel  Brinsmaid  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Elijah  Foster  Second  Lieutenant,  Thaddeus  Hurd 
Ensign,  of  a  Company  in  said  Regiment. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Trumlmll,  to  be  Chaplain  of  the  Regi- 
ment now  to  he  raised  for  the  Continental  service. 

Rev.  Nathaniel  Eells,  of  Stonington,  to  be  Chapliiin  of 
the  Regiment  now  to  be  raised  and  stationed  at  and  near 
New-London. 

"Jonathan  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Govemour  of  the  Colon^  of 
Connecticut  : 

"To ,  Greeting: 

"  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you,  by  beat  of  drum 
or  otherwise,  to  raise,  by  voluntary  inlistment,  a  Company, 
consisting  of  ninety  able-bodied  men,  including  officers,  for 
the  defence  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  to  be  hold- 
en  in  said  service  until  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  unless 
sooner  discharged,  according  to  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  this  Colony,  passed  in  May,  1776 ;  and  you  will 
publish  the  resolve  of  Assembly  herewith  committed  to  you 
in  that  behalf,  for  the  encouragement  of  those  who  incline 
to  inlist ;  and  the  Colonels  of  the  several  Regiments  in  this 
Colony,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Companies  in 
those  Regiments,  are  hereby  required  to  lend  you  their  aid, 
and  muster  the  Companies  under  their  command,  if  need  be, 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  this  ....  day  of  May,  1776 

"  In  the  Lower  House  the  above  draft  is  accepted. 
"Test:  Titus  Hosmek,  Chrk. 

"  Concurred  in  the  Upper  House. 

"Test:  George  Wtllys,  tSscre^ffry." 

"  I  .  .  .  .  ,  of  .  .  .  .  ,  do  acknowledge  myself  inlisted 

a  soldier  in  a  Regiment  now  raising  by  the  Colony  of  Cor^^ 
nectimt,  to  be  under  the  command  of    ......  Esq., 

subject  to  the  orders  and  regulations  of  said  Regiment,  and 
entitled  to  their  privileges,  until  the  1st  day  of  January,  1777, 
unless  sooner  discharged  by  proper  autiiority. 

"  In  witness«whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  this 
day  of A.D.  1776. 

"  In  the  Lower  House,  the  above  draft  is  accepted  and 
approved  of. 

"Test:  Trrus  Hosmer,  Clerk, 

"  Concurred  in  the  Upper  House. 

"Test:  George  Wtllys,  Secretary," 
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"Jonathan  Tkujibull,  Esq.,  Governour  of  the  Colony  of 

Connecticut  : 
"To ,  Greeting: 

"  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower  you,  by  beat  of 
drum  or  otherwise,  to  raise  ....  by  inlistments,  a  Com- 
pany of  able-bodied,  effective  volunteers,  to  consist  of  nine- 
ty men,  including  officers,  for  the  defence  of  this  and  the 
oilier  United  Colonies,  during  the  term  of  one  or  two  years 
after  the  14tli  day  of  May  instant ;  and  the  Colonels  of  the 
respective  Regiments  of  Militia,  and  the  several  officers 
thereof,  are  required  to  afford  you  all  proper  aid  and  assist- 
ance ;  and  the  Captains  in  the  several  Regiments  are  hereby 
required  to  muster  their  respective  Companies  when  re- 
quested thereunto  by  you,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

"Given  under  my  hand  this  ....  day  of  May,  1776. 

"  In  the  Lower  House,  the  above  draft  is  accepted  and 
approved. 

"  Test :  Titus  Hosmer,  Cleric. 

"  Concurred  in  the  Upper  House. 

"  Test :  George  Wyllys,  Secretary." 

"I of do  acknowledge  to  have  volun- 
tarily inlisted  myself  a  soldier  to  serve  in  a  Regiment  of 
Foot,  raised  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  for  the  defence 

of  the  United  Colonies,  to  be  commanded  by , 

during  the  term  of  ...  .  year ,  from  and  after  the  14th  day 
oi  May,  1776,  according  to  directions  of  Congress. 

"  As  witness  my  hand,  the day  of  .  .  .  .  ,  in 

the  year  of  our  Lord  1776. 

"  In  the  Lower  House,  the  above  draft  is  accepted  and 
approved  of. 

"  Test :  Titus  Hosmer,  Chrk. 

"  ConcuiTed  in  the  Upper  House. 

"  Test :  George  Wyllys,  Secretary." 

Whereas,  in  the  Act  passed  in  the  present  session  of  diis 
Assembly  for  the  raising  of  two  Regiments,  it  is  provided, 
that  each  Regiment  shall  consist  of  eight  Companies,  &ic. : 
upon  reconsideration, 

It  is  Resolved,  That  the  Regiment  to  be  stationed  at  New- 
London,  and  places  adjacent  upon  the  sea-coast,  shall  con- 
sist of  and  be  augmented  to  nine  Companies,  with  the  same 
number  of  officei's  that  the  other  Companies  are. to  have. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  if  any  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  Continental  Regiment  to  be  raised  by  order  of  this  As- 
sembly, shall  not  be  able  seasonably  to  supply  themselves 
ujK)n  the  Continental  encouragement,  and  cannot  be  sup- 
plied by  Colony  Arms,  such  number  as  shall  be  wanting 
shall  be  forthwith  purchased  by  the  Selectmen  of  the  respec- 
tive towns,  or  any  of  them,  to  supply  the  deficiency,  who 
shall  deliver  such  arms  to  the  Captain  of  the  Company  to 
which  such  pei-son  for  whose  use  they  are  obtained  shall  be- 
long, taking  his  receipt ;  and  the  said  Selectmen  exhibit  the 
account  of  the  cost  of  such  arms  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Pay-Table,  who  shall  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  amount 
of  their  accounts  of  the  cost  of  purchasing  such  arms  ;  and  if 
a  sufficient  supply  cannot  be  obtained  in  that  way,  the  num- 
ber wanting  to  make  good  such  deficiency  shall  be  impress- 
ed from  householders,  or  others,  not  in  the  Militia  roll ;  and 
proper  warrants  shall  be  given  for  that  purpose,  by  any  of 
the  civil  authority  ;  and  the  owner  and  owners  of  such  im- 
pressed arms  may  demand  a  receipt  of  the  officer  who  shall 
impress  and  receive  the  same,  and  shall  be  paid  the  sum  of 
five  shillings  for  the  use  of  each  gun  so  impressed ;  and  in 
case  of  loss,  the  owner  shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof,  de- 
ducting the  said  sum  of  five  shillings  ;  and  all  arms  used  in 
said  Regiment  shall  be  appraised  by  two  judicious  persons, 
to  be  appointed  and  sworn  by  the  next  Assistant  or  Justice 
of  the  Peace. 

And  it  is  further  resolved.  That  die  Captain,  or  chief 
officer  of  each  Company  in  said  Regiment,  shall  take  a 
particular  account  of  all  the  arms  used  in  his  Company, 
distinguishing  sucli  as  soldiers  provide  for  themselves,  such 
as  belong  to  the  Colony,  such  as  shall  be  purchased,  and 
such  as  shall  be  impressed  as  aforesaid ;  and  shall  transmit 
the  same,  with  the  prices  annexed,  to  the  Committee  of 
Pay-Table.  And  his  Honour  the  Governour  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  desired  to  appoint  a  proper  pei-son  or  persons 
to  muster  said  Companies. 

Whereas  this  Assembly  have  ordered  three  Regiments  to 
be  raised  and  equipped  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony,  and 


for  the  purposes  expressed  in  dieir  acts,  and  some  of  the  offi- 
cei-s  appointed  to  command  the  same  may  fail  to  accept  the 
trust,  or,  by  death  or  otherwise,  vacancies  may  happen : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Govern- 
our be  desired,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  appoint  any  officer  or  officers,  to  fill  up  any  vacancy 
that  shall  happen  as  aforesaid,  and  to  commissionate  them 
accordingly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Govern- 
our and  Council  of  Safety  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authori- 
zed, to  take  care  and  give  orders  and  directions  for  selecting 
out  and  regulating  a  proper  number  of  officers  and  men 
from  the  Regiment  raised,  and  now  ordered  to  be  raised  and 
stationed  at  New-London  and  the  sea-coasts,  or  to  appoint 
other  officers  as  they  may  find  necessary,  to  be  employed  and 
exercised  as  Matrasses  or  Artillerymen,  for  managing  the  can- 
non at  the  Fortifications  erected  or  erecting  there,  and  for 
the  proper  duty  and  services  of  that  department,  and  to 
give  such  orders  as  shall  be  proper  and  necessary  to  have 
such  establishment  made  and  carried  into  execution. 

Whereas  the  Companies  raised  by  his  Honour  the  Go- 
vernour and  Council  of  Safety,  and  stationed  at  New-Lon- 
don, New- Haven,  Groton,  and  Stonington,  are  put  upon  the 
Continental  plan  of  pay  and  provisions,  and  it  having  been 
resolved  by  this  Assembly  to  augment  them  to  a  full  Regi- 
ment, and  that  the  Regiments  now  ordered  to  be  raised  for 
the  defence  of  this  Colony  be  upon  the  regulations  esta- 
blished by  this  Assembly  in  April,  1775,  and  it  being  incon- 
venient that  tbe  Companies  in  said  Regiments  should  be 
upon  different  footings, 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Govern- 
our and  Committee  of  Safety  be  desired  and  directed,  by  all 
proper  ways  to  endeavour  to  bring  said  Companies  upon  the 
present  Colony  plan  and  Regulations,  by  directing  new  in- 
listments, or  other  proper  methods,  to  continue  the  officers  by 
his  Honour  before  appointed  to  command  them,  or  appoint 
others  as  occasion  shall  require  or  they  shall  judge  necessary ; 
and  as  soon  as  their  places  can  be  supplied,  and  it  shall  be 
judged  safe  by  his  Honour  and  said  Committee,  they  are  to 
discharge  said  Companies,  or  such  numbei-s  of  the  men  as 
shall  not  engage  upon  the  present  Colony  plan,  and  procure 
their  places  to  be  filled,  and  said  Companies  completed  as 
soon  as  may  be. 

Whereas  the  exigencies  of  Government  render  it  necessary 
that  a  furdier  sum  of  Money,  or  Bills  of  Credit,  be  emitted, 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and 
Representatives  in  the  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  there  be  forthwidi  imprinted 
the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  Pounds,  in  Bills  of  Credit  on  tliis 
Colony,  equal  to  lawful  money,  of  suitable  denominations, 
from  one  Shilling  to  forty  Shillings ;  ten  thousand  Pounds  of 
which  shall  be  of  the  denomination  of  six  Shillings  and 
under,  and  of  the  same  tenor  with  the  late  emissions  of  the 
Bills  of  Credit  of  this  Colony,  without  interest,  payable  at 
or  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  1781,  dated  the  7th  of 
June,  1776.  And  Jabez  Hamlin,  William  Pitkin,  George 
Wyllys,  Elisha  Williams,  Benjamin  Payne,  Tliomas  Sey- 
mour, and  Jesse  Root,  Esquires,  or  any  three  of  them,  are 
appointed  a  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  take 
care  said  Bills  are  imprinted  with  all  convenient  speed,  and 
to  sign  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony, 
taking  his  receipt  dierefor ;  and  either  one  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee signing  of  the  denomination  of  six  Shillings  and  under, 
shall  be  sufficient,  and  any  two  signing  the  other  Bills  shall  be 
also  sufficient ;  and  said  Committee  shall  be  sworn  to  a  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  trust ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  pay  out  said  Bills  according  to  the  orders  of  this 
Assembly.  And  for  providing  an  ample  and  sufficient  fund 
to  call  in,  sink,  and  discharge,  the  aforesaid  sum  to  be  emitted 
as  aforesaid. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  a  tax  of 
eight  Pence  on  the  Pound  be,  and  is  hereby  granted  and 
ordered  to  be  levied  on  all  the  Polls  and  rateable  Estate  in 
this  Colony,  according  to  the  list  thereof  to  be  brought  into 
this  Assembly  in  October,  1778,  with  the  additions ;  which 
tax  shall  be  collected  and  paid  into  the  Colony  Treasury 
by  die  last  day  of  December,  1780 ;  which  tax  may  be  dis- 
charged by  paying  any  of  the  Bills  issued  by  order  of  diis 
Assembly,  Continental  Bills,  or  lawful  money ;  and  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Colony  is  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  send 
out  his  warrants  for  coUecUng  said  tax  accordingly. 
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Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  following  be,  and  cognizable  in  the  said  Court,  and  to  award  execution  there- 

hereby  is,  established  as  the  form  of  the  Commission  for  the  on  accordingly. 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court ;  and  the  Governour  and  "  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  tlie-  seal  of  our 

Secretary  are  desired  and  directed  to  sign  the  same.  said  Colony  to  be  hereunto  affixed.     Witness , 

"The  Governour  and  Com]ia7iy  of  the  English  Colony  of  Esquire,  Governour  of  our  said  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and 

Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  America.  '^"h  the  consent  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  same,  this 

"To  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shaU  come,  greeting:  '  •,/„  ""1°  u  •••,••'  ^""?  ^'^"^  ^^"^  • 
,,v-               .1   .        I             ■       J            •       J        J  "  rJy  his  Honour  s  command : 

"  Know  ye,  that  we  have  assigned,  constituted,  and  ap-  ^  „  V      t       " 

pointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  assign,  constitute,  and  ap-  _  ........  ry. 

point ,  of  said  Colony,  Esquire,  to  be  Chief         Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  following  be,  and 

Judge  of  our  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  to  be  holden  hereby  is,  established  as  the  form  of  the  Commission  for  the 

within  our  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  Ame-  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Probate  within  this  Colony  ;  and  the 

rica,  with  authority  to  use  and  exercise  all  powers  and  juris-  Governour  and  Secretary  are  desired  and  directed  to  sign  the 

dictions  belonging  to  the  Chief  Judge  of  our  said  Court,  and  same, 

to  do  that  which  to  justice  doth  appertain  to  the  laws  in  force  "  The  Governour  and  Company  of  the  English  Colony  of 

in  our  said  Colony ;  and  the  said ,  assisted  by  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  America. 

two  or  more  of  the  Judges  of  our  said  Superior  Court,  whom  «  y^  Esquire   Greeting  ' 

we  have  assigned  by  our  commission  for  that  purpose,  to         »  ^now  ye,'thal  we  have'assigned  you,  and  every  of  you, 

hear  try,  and  determine  all  causes  and  matters,  civil  and  en-  j^j^ji    ^nd  severally,  to  keep  the  peace  Within  the  Countj^ 

minal,  by  law  cognizable  in  the  said  Court,  and  to  award  ^ /_  ,        ^^hin  the  Colony  aforesaid  ;  and  to  keep,  and 

execution  thereon  accordingly.  cause  to  be  kept,  all  the  laws  and  ordinances  that  are  or  shall 

"  In   estimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  our  ^e  made  for  the  good  of  the  peace  and  conservation  of  the 

said  Colony  to  be  hereunto  affixed     Witness  ••...•.,  same,  and  for  the  quiet  rule  ind  government  of  the  people 

Esquire,  Governour  of  our  said  Colony  of  Cminecticut,  and  ^f  ^^e  County  aforesaid ;  and  to  chastise  and  punish  all  per- 

with  the  consent  of  the  Generd  Assembly  of  the  same,  this  ^^^^  offending,  in  the  County  aforesaid,  against  the  said  laws 

...  day  ol  ....  ,  Anno  Uomtni  .......  ^^  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  as  according  to  those  laws 

,,  „    ,.    „  ,  ,■„' ,  ixovemour.  and  ordinances  shall  be  fit  to  be  done ;  and  to  cause  to  come 

By  his  Honour  s  command.  .  ^^^^^^ ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^f  ^^^^  ^,1  j,^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  3^^„  ^j^^^^^^^ 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  following  be,  and  any  one  in  his  person  or  estate,  to  find  sufficient  sureties  for 

hereby  is,  established  as  the  form  of  the  Commission  for  the  the  peace  and  good  behaviour,  or  in  default  of  their  finding 

Assistant  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  ;  and  the  Governour  sureties,  to  commit  them  to  Jail  or  safe  custody  until  they 

and  Secretary  are  desired  and  directed  to  sign  the  same.  shall  do  so.    And  we  have  assigned  you  to  assist  the  Judge  of 

"The  Governour  and  Company  of  the  English  Colony  of  the  County  for  the  County  aforesaid,  to  inquire  of,  hear,  and 

Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  America.  determine,  by  a  Jury,  or  otherwise,  according  to  law,  all 

«  To  all  people  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting :  c^"^«'^.'  matters,  and  things,  civil  and  criminal,  cognizable  by 

"  Know  ye,  that  we  have  assigned,  constituted?  and  ap-  '^^  '^'^  ^"T '  ^f  ^  ^         ^'T  ^°"'  I  a' a    *  ' 

pointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  assign,  constitute,  and  "  :  "  •„'  ^""^  ^''''^f'  and  every  of  you,  to  hear  and  deter- 

appoint.  A,  B,  C,  D,  of  this  Colony,  Esquires,  to  be  Judges  '"'"^  ^"  ^''"?^''  "'^"•'f^'  ^"^  ''''"««'  '''^''  '^"^  T"""  u'  ^  f^ 

of  our  Superior  Courts  of  Judicature,  Co  be  holden  within  ^l\T  ^'"'''"'  I"  'i      corporation  now  hath,  or  hereafter 

our  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  America,  to  '^^"  ^^^f  P"^"*"  ^/  ^'^^  ^°  )^^'  and  determine.     And  we 

assist  the  Chief  Judge  of  our  said  Superior  Court,  whom,  by  command  you,  and  every  of  you^  diligently  to  attend  the 

our  commission,  we  have  appointed  to  that  office  to  inquiri  keeping  of  the  peace,  laws,  and  ordinances  and  al  land  s.n- 

of,  hear,  and  determine,  by  a  Jury,  or  otherwise,  according  f^^'  ^}^^'.  "^^  Pf^l^'^f.^'  ^"^  Pf  ^°™  '"l^^'^'/'lt  T^' 

.^  i„„,  „n  „„.,„„  „  J  „  ..  _„     •  -1      J     ■    •     1  •    ui  doing  therein  that  to  justice  appertains,  according  to  the  laws 

to  law,  all  causes  and  matters,  civil  and  criminal,  cognizable  r  iv    p  i 

by  our  said  Superior  Court.     And  we  do  also  assign,  con-  °  Lf  .°.°"^*        u       r        u  j  .i  ^     e 

.-.  w ,  „  J  „  „  •  .  .u        A    A  n    r<  T\  1  In  testimony  whereoi  we  have  caused  the  seal  oJ  our 

stitute,  and  appoint  you,  the  said  A,  B,  C,  D,  or  any  three        ■ .  /-.  i        ^    I    u         .     <k     j       ia/-. 

„f .,™.  :„  .u,  „v,  ™„    Jctu    r'u-  ri  j        r  -j  r^      .  said  Colony  to  be  hereunto  affixed.      Witness , 

ot  you,  in  the  absence  of  the  Chiel  Judge  of  our  said  Court,  t:<      •      r'  r  j  t~>  ^  c  r>         ^-    v       j 

•  til  f  -A  a  •  /-<  f  1  J-  .  ■  u  Esquire,  Governour  ot  our  said  Colony  oi  Connecticut,  and 
to  be  Judges  ol  our  said  superior  Courts  of  Judicature,  with        •  f  ..  .    r  .u    r<  i  a         ui      r  .u  ■ 

.1     •,    f  1  ■11  J  ■    •  J-  .•       u  with  the  consent  ot  the  General  Assembly  ol  the  same,  m 

authority  to  use  and  exercise  all  powers  and  jurisdictions  be-  ..  ,        j.  A    T)  Ml 

longing  to  the  said  Court,  and  to  do  that  which  to  iustice  '  ',/d*  ',  ■"   u  "^  '  >'  '     ^^  °  j ' 

doth  appertain,  according  to  the  laws  in  force  in  our  said  ^^  ^"^  ^"""""^ '  *^°'"">^':'* "  ^^^^^     „ 

Colony,  and  to  hear,  try,  and  determine,  all  causes  and  mat-  '  ^' 

tei-s,  civil  and  criminal,  by  law  cognizable  in  the  said  Court,         Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  following  be,  and 

and  to  award  execution  thereon  accordingly.  hereby  is,  established  as  the  form  of  a  Commission  for  a 

"  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  publick  seal  of  Field-Officer  of  a  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  and 

our  said  Colony  to  be  hereunto  affixed.     Witness  .  .  .  .  ,  the  Governour  and  Secretary  are  desired  and  directed  to 

Esquire,  Governour  of  our  said  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  sign  the  same. 

with  the  consent  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  same,  this  «  J.  T.,  Esq.,  Governour  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 

•  •  •  •  day  of ,  Anno  Domini  177  .  English  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-Eng- 

„    ,.    „         ,  " ,  Governour.  [^•^■1     land,  m  America  : 

« By  his  Honours  command."  ,,^^ Greeting: 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  following  be,  and         ,,  wru  '  ■  .  a  u    .u    r^         i  a         ui      r 

hereby  is,  established  as  the  form  of  the  Commission  for  a         '  ^^^'^^  y^  "'"^  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of 

Judge  of  the  County  Court,  and  the  Governour  and  Secre-  ^^'^  Colony  to  be  ...      of  the         .  .  .  Regiment  of 

tary  are  desired  and  directed  to  sign  the  same.  ^°Ta  ^"'^  •^°°'  '"«l'r  ^    ""^  '  '^P^'"^  special  trust  and 

^  ^  confidence  m  your  fidelity,  courage,  care,  and  good  conduct, 

"  The  Governour  and  Company  of  the  English  Colony  of  i  do,  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this  Colony,  constitute  and 

Connecticut,  m  New-England,  in  America.  appoint  you  to  be Regiment.     You  are  there- 

"  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting :  fore  to  take  said  Regiment  into  your  care  and  charge,  as 

"Know  ye,  that  we  have  assigned,  constituted,  and  ap-  their ,  and  carefully  and  diligently  to  discharge 

pointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  assign,  constitute,  and  that  care  and  trust  in  ordering  and  exercising  them,  both 

appoint ,  of  the  said  Colony,  Esquire,  to  be  Judge  officers  and  soldiers,  in  arms,  according  to  the  rules  and  dis- 

of  our  County  Court,  to  be  holden  in  our  County  of  ...  ,  cipline  of  war ;  keeping  them  in  good  order  and  government, 

in  our  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  with  au-  and  commanding  them  to  obey  you  as  their ,  for 

thority  to  use  and  exercise  all  powers  and  jurisdictions  be-  the  service  of  this  Colony;  and  they  are  commanded  to  obey 

longing  to  the  said  Court,  and  to  do  that  which  to  justice  you  accordingly.     And  you  are  to  conduct  and  lead  forth 

doth  appertain,  according  to  the  laws  in  force  in  our  said  the  said  Regiment,  or  such  part  of  them  as  you  shall,  from 

Colony ;  and  the  said ,  assisted  with  two  or  time  to  time,  receive  orders  from  me,  or  from  the  Governour 

more  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Quorum,  to  hear,  try,  and  of  this  Colony  for  the  time  being,  to  encounter,  repel,  pur- 
determine  all  causes  and  matters,  civil  and  criminal,  by  law  sue,  and  destroy,  by  force  of  arms  and  by  all  fitting  ways 
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and  means,  all  the  enemies  of  this  Colony  who  shall,  at  any 
time  hereafter,  in  a  hostile  manner,  attempt  or  enterprise  the 
invasion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  this  Colony.  And  you 
are  to  observe  and  obey  such  orders  and  instnictions  as, 
from  time  to  time,  you  shall  receive  from  me,  or  other  your 
superior  officers,  pursuant  to  the  trust  hereby  reposed  in 
von  and  the  laws  of  this  Colony. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  Colony,  at 
,  this  ...  day  of ,  A.  D.  177  . 

"  By  bis  Honour's  command  : 

" ,  Secretary." 

liesohed  hy  this  Assembly,  That  the  form  of  a  Commis- 
sion for  the  Captain  and  Subaltern  Officers  of  a  Company 
of  Militia  in  this  Colony  siiall  be  as  follows,  and  the  Go- 
vemour  and  Secretary  are  desired  and  directed  to  sign  the 
same. 

"  J.  T.,  Esq.,  Captain-General  and  Commander-in-  Chief 
^        ,      o/"<Ae  English  Co/onyo/"CoNNECTicuT,  in  New- 
•■  "    ''      England,  m  America: 
^'To ,  Gent.,  Greeting: 

"You  being  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony 

accepted  to  be ,  reposing  special  trust  and 

confidence  in  your  fidelity,  courage,  and  good  conduct,  I  do, 
by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this  Colony  me  thereunto  enabling, 

appoint  and  empower  you  to  take  the  said into 

your  care  and  charge,  as  their ,  carefully  and  dili- 
gently to  dischai'ge  that  trast,  exercising  your  inferior  officers 

and in  the  use  of  their  arms,  according  to  the 

discipline  of  war,  keeping  them  in  good  order  and  govern- 
ment, and  conimanding  them  to  obey  you  as  their 

fot"  the  service  of  this  Colony  ;  and  you  are  to  observe  all 
such  orders  and  directions  as,  from  time  to  time,  you  shall 
receive,  either  from  me  or  from  other  your  superior  officers, 
pursuant  to  the  trust  hereby  reposed  in  you. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  this  Colony,  in 
.......  this  ...  day  of ,  A.  D.  Ill  . 

"  By  his  Honour's  command : 

" ,  Secretary." 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Selectmen  in  the 
respective  Towns  in  this  Colony,  at  or  before  the  1st  day  of 
September  next,  shall  take  and  transmit  to  his  Honour  the 
Governour  a  particular  account  of  all  the  persons  in  their 
respective  Towns  in  tliis  Colony,  as  well  negroes  or  slaves 
for  life  as  white  persons,  distinguishing  the  number  of  those 
who  are  under  the  age  of  twenty  years  from  those  who  are 
above  that  age,  the  sexes,  or  whether  married  or  single,  those 
in  the  Militia,  and  all  able-bodied  men  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  Militia  ;  also  all  those  who  are  now  in  actual  service  ; 
thereby  to  enable  his  Honour  to  prepare  a  complete  answer 
to  a  letter  lately  received  from  the  Honourable  John  Han- 
cock, Esquire,  President  of  the  Continental  Congress ;  and 
that  this  act  be  forthwith  distributed  by  the  Representatives 
in  the  present  Assembly ;  and  that  the  account,  or  whole 
number  of  the  persons  in  each  Town,  be  attested  on  oath  by 
the  Selectmen  thereof,  to  have  been  faithfully  and  truly  made 
and  completed. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony  take  the  legal  ways  and  means  to  enforce  the  col- 
lection of  the  Taxes  due  to  this  Colony,  with  all  convenient 
speed :  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  upon  any  of  the  Col- 
lectors of  such  Rates  producing  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Co- 
lony a  certificate,  under  the  hands  of  the  civil  authority  and 
Selectmen  to  which  such  Collectors  belong,  therein  express- 
ing die  sum  and  amount  of  the  Rates  or  Taxes  arising  on 
the  lists  of  such  persons  in  their  respective  rate-bills  who  are 
actually  abroad  in  the  defence  of  the  United  Colonies,  which 
is  not  collected,  the  said  Treasurer  is  hereby  ordered  and 
directed  not  to  enforce  the  collection  of  such  sum  expressed 
and  certified  as  aforesaid,  until  their  return,  or  a  more  con- 
venient season. 

Whereas,  it  is  for  publick  benefit  to  support  the  credit  of 
the  Continental  Currency  passing  in  this  Colony ;  and  for 
that  end,  of  importance  that  the  same  should  be  received  in 
payment  of  publick  taxes : 

It  is  therefore  resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Treasurer 
of  this  Colony  may,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  receive  the 
paper  bills  of  the  Continental  currency,  when  offered  in  pay- 
ment of  Colony  taxes,  or  any  debts  payable  to  the  Treasurer 
.of  this  Colony,  until  otherwise  instructed  by  this  Assembly. 


An  Act  to  restrain  the  exportation  of  Rum,  Sugar,  Molas- 
ses, Salt,  and  other  W'Ksr-lyni  a  productions,  out  of  this 
Colony,  for  the  time  therein  limited. 
Whereas,  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  Assembly  that 
sundry  persons  are  engrossing  Rum,  Sugar,  Molasses,  Salt, 
and  other  West-India  goods,  with  an  intent  to  export  the 
same  out  of  this  Colony,  whereby  great  inconveniences  may 
at  present  arise: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governour,  Council,  and  Represeri- 
tatives  in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  no  Rum,  Sugar,  Molasses,  Salt,  or  other 
West-India  goods,  shall  be  exported  out  of  this  Colony,  by 
land  or  water,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  November  next, 
under  the  same  penalties  and  forfeitures  as  already  expressed 
in  one  statute  of  this  Colony,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable 
the  Governour  to  lay  an  embargo,  and  for  rendering  the  same 
when  laid  effectual ;"  or  shall  be  otherwise  punished  by  for- 
feiting the  value  of  such  goods  so  put  on  board,  shipped  or 
exported  ;  and  that  all  offenders  shall  be  proceeded  against 
in  like  manner  and  form  as  in  and  by  said  statute  is  provi- 
ded ;  and  that  his  Honour  the  Governour  be  desired  forth- 
with to  issue  his  Proclamation  prohibiting  such  exportation 
accordingly.  Provided,  nevertheless.  That  any  West-India 
goods  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Army,  upon 
application  made  to  his  Honour  the  Governour  by  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  or  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
may  be  permitted  to  be  exported  by  the  license  of  his  Honour, 
anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Oliver  Ellsworth,  Esq.,  is  appointed,  directed,  and  em- 
powered, forthwith  to  proceed  to  Major-General  Schuyler 
at  Albany,  or  elsewhere,  and  laj^  before  him  the  Accounts 
and  Pay-Roils  of  the  several  Regiments  and  Companies 
raised  in  this  Colony,  and  employed  the  last  year  in  Con- 
tinental service  at  Canada,  and  which  have  been  already 
paid  by  this  Colony,  and  request  of  him  a  Warrant  for  re- 
payment of  the  sums  advanced  and  paid  to  said  Continen- 
tal Troops  aforesaid,  and  to  receive,  safe  keep,  and  convey 
and  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  whatever  sum 
or  sums  he  may  receive  on  account  as  aforesaid,  and  take 
his  receipt  therefor,  and  the  same  lodge  with  the  Secretary 
of  this  Colony. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  the  Honourable  Matthew  Gris- 
wold,  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Jabez  Huntington,  William  Williams, 
and  Richard  Law,  Esquires,  Messrs.  Titm  Ilosmer,  Benja- 
min Huntington,  Colonel  Jedediah  Elderkin,  William  Hill- 
house,  and  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jun.,  to  be  a  Council  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety,  to  assist  his  Honour  the  Governour  when 
the  Assembly  is  not  sitting,  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
order  and  direct  the  Militia  and  Navy  of  this  Colony,  and  the 
marches  and  stations  of  the  Troops  that  have  been  or  shall 
be  inlisted  and  assembled  for  the  special  defence  of  this  or  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  as  they 
shall  judge  necessary,  and  to  give  all  necessary  orders  from 
time  to  time  for  furnishing  and  supplying  the  Militia,  Troops, 
and  Navy,  in  every  respect  and  to  every  purpose  that  may 
be  needful  to  render  the  defence  of  these  Colonies  effectual, 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  fulfil  and  execute  every 
trust  already  reposed  or  that  shall  be  reposed  by  this  As- 
sembly in  his  Honour  the  Governour  and  Council  of  Safety 
aforesaid.  And  this  Assembly  do  expect  and  desire  his 
Honour  the  Governour  to  notify  and  convene  the  whole  of 
said  Council  on  all  important  occasions  and  business  which 
may  be  before  them ;  but  where  the  necessity  and  safety  of 
the  publick  may  require  greater  despatch  than  can  consist 
with  the  notice  and  attendance  of  the  whole,  and  on  smaller 
matters,  his  Honour  the  Governour,  at  his  discretion,  may 
convene  a  smaller  number,  not  less  than  five  to  be  a  quorum, 
to  act  with  him  in  the  matters  and  business  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  pay  of  the  Council 
of  Safety  shall  be  to  each  man  eight  Shillings  per  day  for 
his  time  and  expenses  in  that  service ;  and  the  Committee 
of  Pay -Table  are  directed  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the 
same  accordingly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour be  desired,  and  he  is  hereby  requested,  to  prepare 
authenticated  copies  of  the  Petitions  to  the  King,  and  Let- 
ters to  the  Secretary  of  State,  &.C.,  passed  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  unhappy  contest  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  American  Colonies,  and  transmit  them  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress. 
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His  Honour  the  Governour  having  laid  before  this  Assem- 
bly the  doings  and  proceedings  of  himself,  with  the  advice 
of  the  Council  of  Safety,  assigned  him  relative  to  the  forti- 
fying of  the  Port  and  Ilarbour  of  N.ew-London,  pursuant 
to  a  resolve  of  this  Assembly  in  December  last,  w  hich  doings 
and  proceedings  Are  approved  of:  And  it  being  represented 
to  this  Assembly  that  the  Works  are  not  yet  completed,  and 
that  it  is  necessary  to  employ  more  hands  in  said  Works, 

It  is  Resolved  mid  Ordered,  That  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour be  directed,  and  is  hereby  desired,  with  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  carry  on  and  com- 
plete said  Works,  and  to  employ  as  many  men  as  they  may 
judge  proper  and  convenient,  and  to  give  such  orders  and 
instructions,  from  time  to  time,  as  to  them  may  seem  meet 
and  convenieilt. 

Whereas  a  representation  hath  now  been  made  to  this 
Assembly  that  some  of  the  Soldiers  in  the  service  of  this 
Colony  last  year  who  were  returned  Deserters  have  received 
their  whole  wages,  the  return  of  their  desertion  notwith- 
standing— in  Colonel  Storrs's  Company,  ten ;  in  Captain 
Mosely's  Company,  thirty;  in  Captain  Knotvlton's  Com- 
pany, seven  ;  in  Captain  Clark's  Company,  two ;  in  Cap- 
tain Elliott's  C.on)pany,  two; — and  a  Committee  having 
been  now  appointed  to  inquire  whether  the  mistake  hap- 
pened fraudulendy,  designedly,  or  accidentally,  and  who, 
and  how  far  any  person  or  persons  were  fraudulently  or  in- 
advertently concerned  and  instrumental  therein,  and  what  is 
proper  further  to  be  done  therein,  and  said  Committee  having 
now  reported  that  the  several  persons  concerned  in  the  pre- 
mises not  being  present,  and  that  they  are  not  now  furnished 
witl)  any  documents  to  investigate  the  true  state  and  circum- 
stances of  the  seweral  matters  aforesaid,  whichsaid  report  of 
said  Committee  is  now  accepted  and  aj)proved. 

It  is  therefore  Resolved,  Tiiat  his  Honour  the  Governour 
be  directed  to  write  to  the  Delegates  from  this  Colony  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  advising  them  of  the  matters  aforesaid, 
that  no  prejudice  may  accrue  to  this  Colony  therein ;  and 
that  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
appointed  and  empowered  fully  to  examine  into  the  several 
matters  and  facts  aforesaid  in  such  way  and  manner  as  to 
them  shall  appear  proper  and  necessary,  and  make  report 
of  what  they  shall  find  in  the  premises  to  the  next  session 
of  this  Assembly. 

Captain  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Colonel  Jonathan  Fitch, 
Captain  William  Ledyard,  Captain  Samuel  Squire,  Colonel 
Jedediah  Elderkin,  and  Mr.  Jedediah  Strong,  are  appointed 
a  Con)mittee  to  purchase  five  thousand  pair  of  Yam  Stock- 
ings for  the  use  of  the  Army  in  Canada,  upon  the  best 
terms  they  can,  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  make  report  to  his 
Honour  the  Governour,  with  a  fair  account  of  the  number 
they  respectively  furnisli,  and  the  prices  they  cost ;  and  his 
Honour  the  Governour  is  desired  thereupon  to  cause  said 
Stockings  to  be  transported  to  New-York,  and  there  to  be 
delivered  to  John  Alsop,  or  Francis  hems.  Esquires,  agree- 
able to  the  request  of  the  Congress  ;  and,  also,  to  transmit 
the  accounts  of  the  cost  of  said  Stockings  to  Roger  Sherman, 
Esq.,  that  the  same  may  be  speedily  repaid. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  there  be  a  further  pre- 
mium of  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  lawful  money,  paid 
out  of  the  Colony  Treasury  for  every  double-bridled  good 
and  well-made  Gunlock  that  shall  be  made  and  manufac- 
tured within  the  Colony  after  the  10th  day  of  June  instant, 
and  before  the  20th  day  of  October  next,  in  addition  to  the 
premium  or  bounty  of  one  Shilling  and  six  Pence  heretofore 
granted  by  this  Assembly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour and  the  Committee  of  Safety  be  authorized  and  required, 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required,  to  examine  and 
adjust  all  accounts  of  expenses  incurred  or  that  may  be  in- 
curred, or  for  services  that  have  been  or  may  be  done,  on 
account  and  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  by  order  of  that 
honourable  Board  in  pursuance  of  any  Act,  Resolution,  or 
direction  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  certify  the  sum  or 
sums  they  may  find  due  on  such  Accounts  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Pay-Table,  who  shall  receive  and  file  such  cer- 
tificates, and  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  sum  or  sums 
therein  contained  accordingly. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint,  empower,  and  desire  his  Honour 
the  Governour,  during  the  present  session  of  this  Assembly, 
to  fill  up  the  blank  Commissions  for  private  Ships-of-War, 


and  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  sent  or  that  shall  be 
sent,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  President  of  the  Congress  to 
this  Assembly,  and  the  same  deliver  to  the  person  or  persons 
intending  to  fit  out  such  private  Ships-of-War,  who  shall 
apply  for  the  same ;  and,  also,  to  see  the  proper  bonds  exe- 
cuted and  sent  with  such  Commissions,  and  see  the  same 
duly  returned,  agreeable  to  the  resolutions  of  the  honour- 
able Continental  Congress. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Committee  of  Pay- 
Table  be,  and  tlicy  are  hereby,  directed  to  receive  and  ad- 
just the  Accounts  of  supporting  the  Continental  Prisoners 
in  this  Colony ;  and  prepare  authentick  copies  thereof,  pro- 
perly attested,  and  transmit  them  to  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour, who  is  desired  to  forward  the  saine,  to  be  laid  before 
the  honourable  Continental  Congress  for  payment. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  there  is  still  an  arrearage  of  Sup- 
plies or  Rations  due  to  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  that  went 
from  this  Colony  last  year  in  the  Northern  Army  ;  wherefore, 
that  what  is  right  and  just  may  be  done  to  them  therein, 

It  is  Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  the  Commissaries  ap- 
pointed last  year  by  this  Colony  do,  as  soon  as  may  be,  col- 
lect an  exact  Account  of  what  quantity  or  part  of  the  daily 
Rations  was  delivered  out,  and  of  all  such  arrears  that  may 
be  justly  due  to  said  Oflicers  and  Soldiers,  from  the  Colonels 
of  the  respective  Regiments  that  marched  to  the  northward, 
duly  certified  by  said  Colonels  and  the  Quartermasters  of 
said  several  Regiments,  or  by  the  Commissary  of  Supplies, 
or  other  proper  or  sufficient  evidence ;  and  that  they  exhibit 
such  Accounts,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  Commissary- 
General  of  the  Northern  Department,  and  obtain  payment 
thereof  as  far  as  may  be ;  and,  in  case  of  failure,  that  they 
apply  to  the  Pay-Table  with  such  Accounts  and  Vouchers, 
who  are  hereby  directed  to  adjust  and  order  payment  of 
what  they  shall  find  justly  due,  after  deducting  therefrom  to 
each  Soldier  what  they  have  received  on  account  of  Conti- 
nental allowance  made  by  General  Schuyler  for  billeting 
and  additional  days,  over  and  above  the  Colony  allowance, 
which  is  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  per  week  in  billeting, 
and  about  eight  Shillings  per  man  for  the  whole  term  of  their 
inlistment  in  the  addition  of  days. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Home  Commissaries 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  speedily  to  settle  their  Ac- 
counts with  the  General  and  Deputy  Commissaries  whom 
they  have  supplied  in  their  different  departments  with  Pro- 
visions, warlike  Stores,  &;c.,  and  take  duplicate  copies  of  their 
Accounts  when  stated,  settled,  and  subscribed  by  Commis- 
saries, observing,  as  nearly  as  can  be,  a  distinction  between 
the  Supplies  that  were  antecedent  to  the  3d  of  August  last, 
and  those  that  were  subsequent  to  that  time ;  one  set  of  which 
copies  will  be  vouchers  for  the  Home  Commissaries  to  settle 
with  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table,  and  the  other  to  be  made 
use  of  in  supporting  the  Colony's  demand  on  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  for  reimbursement. 

Whereas  it  is  of  importance  as  well  as  necessary  that  the 
Troops  that  lately  went  to  the  Camp  at  Cambridge  and  Rox- 
bury,  also  those  that  marched  to  New-York,  in  Continental 
service,  all  from  this  Colony,  and  now  returned,  should  be 
immediately  paid  ofT  without  further  delay:  It  is  thereupon 

Resolved  and  Ordered,  That  Colonel  James  Wadsworth, 
Jun.,  Colonel  Matthew  Talcott,  and  Colonel  Ichabod  Lewis, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  appointed  and  empowered  to  col- 
lect and  receive  all  the  Pay-RoUs  of  the  several  Companies 
that  marched  in  the  service  aforesaid,  and  apply  to  the  Ge- 
neral to  allow  and  settle  the  same,  and  obtain  his  order  for 
the  payment  of  the  moneys  due  thereon,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers  to  whom  it  is  due,  and  deliver  and 
pay  the  same  accordingly ;  and  the  Committee  of  the  Pay- 
Table  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  to  adjust  and  give 
order  for  the  payment  of  all  losses  of  arms,  accoutrements, 
as  also  for  expenses  of  sickness  for  such  Officers  and  Soldiers, 
in  the  same  manner  and  according  to  the  same  rules  and  re- 
gulations that  have,  or  are  hereby  established,  for  the  benefit 
of  those  Officers  and  Soldiers  that  have  been  raised  and  sent 
out  by  special  order  of  this  Assembly,  and  to  state  an  ac- 
count thereof,  in  order  that  it  may  be  transmitted  to  Congress 
for  payment. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Committee  of  the 
Pay-Table  be  directed,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  and 
empowered,  to  setde  and  adjust  the  Account  or  Accounts 
with  tlie  respective  Commissaries  employed  by  this  Colony, 
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ander  oath,  and  that  they  draw  on  the  Colony  Treasurer  for 
siich  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  found  respectively  and  justly 
'due  to  them  upon  such  settlement  and  adjustment  as  shall 
ibe  made  as  aforesaid,  and  to  receive  whatever  sums  shall  be 
■  fotmd  due  to  the  Colony,  and  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer ;  and 
also  to  settle  and  adjust  Accounts  with  the  Commissary-Ge- 
neral, and  to  make  such  allowances  to  him  for  his  trouble  in 
receiving  in  and  delivering  out  stores,  provisions,  fcc,  as 
they  shall  judge  just  and  reasonable,  and  draw  on  the  Trea- 
surer therefor. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint,  authorize,  and  empower,  Na- 
thaniel Wales,  Jun.,  Esq.,  of  J^lndham,  to  liquidate,  adjust, 
and  settle,  the  Account  or  Accounts  subsisting  between  this 
Colony  and  Elisha  Pain,  Esq.,  late  King's  Attorney  for  the 
County  of  Windham,  and  to  receive,  secure,  and  recover, 
whatever  balance  may  be  found  due  thereon,  and  account 
render  of  his  doings  in  the  premises  to  this  Assembly. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  all  accounts  of  expenses 
incurred  for  making  necessary  provisions  for  sick  Soldiei-s  of 
this  Colony  in  the  Army  of  the  late  compaign,  when  they 
could  not  be  otherwise  supplied  without  great  inconvenience 
and  danger  to  the  sick,  and  which  provisions  were  approved 
and  directed  by  any  of  the  Surgeons  of  said  Army,  may  be 
laid  before  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table,  and  being  properly 
certified  and  attested,  said  Committee  are  hereby  authorized 
and  directed  to  settle  and  adjust  the  same,  and  draw  on  the 
Treasurer  for  payment  of  what  they  shall  find  just  and  rea- 
sonable ;  and  also,  in  case  any  Officer  or  Soldier,  in  battle  or 
otherwise,  by  inevitable  Providence  and  without  his  default, 
shall  lose  or  destroy  his  arms,  clothing,  or  accoutrements,  or 
the  same  shall  be  so  lost  or  destroyed,  upon  proper  evidence 
thereof  being  produced  to  said  Committee  of  Pay-Table, 
they  are  also  authorized  to  receive  and  examine  the  accounts 
thereof,  and  draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  just  and  reason- 
able value  thereof. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  die  several  Postmasters 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  prepare  their  accounts 
of  debts  and  credits  arising  in  their  offices,  whilst  employed 
by  this  Assembly,  and  lay  tlie  same  before  the  Committee 
of  Pay-Table  for  adjustment ;  and  all  special  Posts,  who 
have  in  fact  been  in  the  Continental  service,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  advised  to  prepare  tme  and  attested  accounts  of 
their  service  and  expenses,  and  procure  authentick  certificates 
of  their  services,  from  the  person  or  persons  by  them  em- 
ployed and  encouraged,  or  from  such  persons  as  are  knowing 
to  their  being  so  employed  and  encouraged,  that  they  may 
be  properly  kid  before  the  honourable  Continental  Con- 
gress for  payment. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Colonels  of  the  Mi- 
litia Regiments  marched  to  New-  York,  on  the  firet  and  last 
requisitions  of  General  Washington,  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed  speedily  to  forward  the  Pay-RoUs  of  the  several 
Companies  in  their  respective  Regiments,  to  his  Honour  the 
Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety,  to  be  adjusted,  and  au- 
thentick copies  thereof  prepared,  to  be  transmitted  by  his 
Honour  the  Govemour  to  General  Washington,  for  pay- 
ment. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Commissaries  of  the 
Militia  Regiments  that  marched  to  New-York,  on  requisition 
of  General  Washington,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
to  prepare  their  accounts  of  supplies  for  those  Regiments, 
and  lay  the  same  before  his  Honour  the  Govemour  and  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,  for  adjustment,  and  to  be  transmitted  to  Ge- 
neral Washington,  for  his  order  for  their  payment. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Assembly  by  the  Committee 
appointed  in  May  last  to  procure  three  thousand  stands  of 
Amis  for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  which  were  to  have  been 
completed  by  the  1st  day  of  May  instant,  that  by  means 
of  unforeseen  difficulties  and  delays  they  have  not  been 
able  yet  to  obtain  the  number  ordered,  and  some  of  those 
engaged  are  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  workmen  unfinished ; 
and  the  Colony  not  being  supplied  with  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  Arms, 

It  is  therefore  resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  acts 
and  resolves  of  this  Assembly  for  procuring,  encouraging  and 
regulating  the  manufacture  of  Fire-Arms  and  Locks,  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  there  given,  and  the  provisions  thereof, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  revived,  and  shall  be  and  continue 
in  force  until  the  session  of  this  Assembly  in  October  next ; 


and  the  Committee  therein  named  are  directed  to  use  their 
utmost  care  and  vigilance  to  provide  and  procure  the  num- 
ber of  such  Arms  as  are  thereby  directed  and  ordered,  and 
make  report  of  their  doings  in  the  premises. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Saybrook  have  liberty  to  build  a  Battery  at  the 
place  where  the  old  Fort  stood  in  said  town,  so  that  it  be 
well  constructed,  to  contain  six  camage-guns,  for  the  defence 
of  said  town  and  harbour ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  be  en- 
couraged thereto  with  the  assistance  of  twenty  men  from  the 
Regiment  to  be  stationed  at  New-London,  &.C.,  in  labour- 
ing to  build  said  Fort,  and  to  guard  the  same  so  long  as  the 
Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety  shall  think  fit ;  and  that 
said  Fort  be  fumished  with  three  good  carriage-guns,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  that  be  already  there ;  all  to  be  mounted  on 
proper  carriages,  and  furnished  with  a  sufficiency  of  powder 
and  ball,  and  all  other  necessary  implements  for  said  guns 
and  Fort,  as  soon  as  maybe,  at  the  expense  of  this  Colony, 
to  be  under  the  direction  of  his  Honour  the  Govemour  and 
Council  of  Safety,  during  the  pleasure  of  this  Assembly. 

Whereas  it  is  represented  to  this  Assembly,  that  sundry 
of  the  Non-Commissioned  Officers  and  Soldiers  belonging 
to  some  of  the  Regiments  in  this  Colony,  have,  in  a  late 
instance,  refused  to  march  to  New-York,  for  the  defence  of 
this  and  that  Colony,  pursuant  to  orders  given  for  that  pur- 
pose by  the  Captain-General  of  this  Colony,  agreeable  to 
the  laws  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  by  which  refusal 
of  such  Soldiers,  &.c.,  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  good  peo- 
ple of  these  Colonies  are  greatly  exposed  to  danger,  &.c. : 

It  is  thereupon  resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  At- 
tomey  for  the  Govemour  and  Company  of  this  Colony  in 
the  County  of  Fairfield,  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ordered  and 
directed,  without  delay,  to  examine  and  inquire  into  the 
grounds  and  foundations  of  the  matters  aforesaid,  and,  where 
he  finds  sufficient  cause,  to  pursue  such  legal  prosecutions  as 
are  necessary  to  trying  such  supposed  offenders,  and  in  case 
they  are  found  guilty,  to  suffer  the  just  punishment  provided 
by  law,  and  prevent  the  mischief  threatened  thereby. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  respective  Towns  in 
this  Colony  that  have  supplied  any  Powder  for  the  publick, 
shall  lay  in  their  accounts  thereof,  before  the  Committee  of 
the  Pay-Table,  well  authenticated ;  and  thereupon  the  said 
Committee  shall  adjust  the  same,  together  with  such  rea- 
sonable allowance  for  their  trouble  and  expense  therein,  as 
the  said  Committee  shall  think  just,  and  give  an  order  in 
favour  of  the  Selectmen  of  such  Town  upon  any  of  the 
Powder-Mills  in  this  Colony,  to  be  refunded  in  Powder,  for 
sucli  quantity  as  said  Committee  shall  judge  just  and  reason- 
able. 

Whereas  the  article  of  Sulphur  is  necessary,  and  must 
be  speedily  procured  for  publick  use  ;  and  whereas  one  Mr. 
Thomas  Bidwell,  of  Pennsylvania,  has  proposed  to  this  As- 
sembly that  upon  his  receiving  from  the  Colony  twenty  suit- 
able pots,  with  their  receivers,  and  the  privilege  of  using  the 
Sulphur  Ore  drawn  from  the  Lead-Mine  in  Middlctown,  free 
from  charge,  and  the  Colony  taking  off  from  his  hands  all 
the  well-wrought,  refined,  and  genuine  Sulphur,  which  he 
shall  manufacture  within  this  Colony,  out  of  Ore  found  with- 
in the  same,  at  the  price  of  two  Pounds  ten  Shillings  for 
each  hundred  weight  of  such  Sulphur  made  and  manufac- 
tured as  aforesaid,  within  the  space  of  two  years  next  after 
the  1st  day  of  June,  1776,  he  will  immediately  enter  upon 
and  continue  the  manufacturing  of  such  Sulphur  in  this  Co- 
lony, upon  Ore  found  within  the  same,  for  the  space  afore- 
said, for  the  use  of  this  Colony,  and  deliver  what  Sulphur  he 
shall  so  make  to  the  Colony  at  said  price;  and  at  the  expi- 
ration of  said  term,  or  whensoever  he  shall  quit  said  busi- 
ness here,  he  will  fully  communicate  to  some  proper  person, 
in  the  interest  of  this  Colony,  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  same, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Colony,  all  the  skill  and  art  of  manu- 
facturing Sulphur,  and  leave  such  pots  and  receivers  in  the 
condition  they  shall  then  be  found  in,  to  the  use  of  the  Co- 
lony ;  which  proposals  are  accepted  by  this  Assembly  on 
this  condition,  that  the  Colony  will  not  at  present  engage  to 
receive  more  than  fifty  tons  of  Sulphur,  to  be  made  and 
manufactured  by  said  Bidivell  as  aforesaid. 

Therefore  it  is  resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  twenty 
suitable  pots,  and  their  receivers,  for  the  manufacturing 
Sulphur,  shall  be  forthwith  provided  at  the  expense  of  this 
Colony,  and  delivered  to  said  Bidwell,  at  such  place  within 
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said  Colony  as  he  shall  choose  to  erect  his  Works  in,  for  the 
manufacture  aforesaid  ;  and  he  hath  full  liberty  to  make  use  of 
the  Sulphur  Ore  raised  at  Middktown,  free  from  any  charge 
to  him  therefor,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid.  And  Colonel 
Joshua  Porter  is  appointed  with  the  said  Bidwell,  to  procure 
the  said  twenty  pots  and  receivers,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
in  the  best  manner  they  can  for  the  publick  advantage. 

And  it  is  further  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  this  Colony  will  take  and  receive  of  the  said  Bidwell 
the  Sulphur  to  be  by  him  made  and  manufactured  of  the 
materials  found  within  this  Colony  within  the  term  aforesaid, 
and  at  the  price  aforesaid,  not  exceeding  fifty  tons ;  and  his 
Honour  the  Govemour  and  Council  of  Safety  are  hereby 
empowered  to  do  and  order  what  further  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary to  execute  the  design  of  this  resolve. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  his  Honour  the  Gover- 
nour  and  Council  of  Safety  be,  and  they  are  hereby  desir- 
ed to  order  an  account  of  the  whole  expense  of  raising  and 
marching  Colonel  BurreWs  Battalion  to  Albany.^  together 
with  the  expenditure  of  the  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
Dollars  received  for  that  purpose,  to  be  collected  and  pro- 
perly stated,  and  laid  before  the  honourable  Continental 
Congress  for  settlement. 

Whereas  information  has  been  given  to  this  Assembly, 
that  Captain  Daniel  Hill,  Lieutenant  Peter  Lyon,  and  En- 
sign Samuel  Hawley,  all  of  the  Eleventh  Company  in  the 
Fourth  Regiment  in  this  Colony,  under  the  command  of 
Gold  Selleck  Silliman,  Esquire,  Colonel  of  said  Regiment, 
have,  instead  of  forwarding,  as  it  was  their  duty  to  do,  en- 
deavoured to  obstruct  and  embarrass,  and  have,  in  fact,  ne- 
glected and  refused  to  obey  certain  orders  given  out  to  said 
officers  by  said  Colonel,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the 
Govemour,  the  Captain-General,  some  time  in  March  last, 
for  the  purpose  of  inlisting  or  detaching  a  certain  number  in 
said  Company  to  march  for  New-  York ;  which  orders  the 
said  officers  have  severally  contemptuously  disobeyed,  and 
greatly  obstructed  the  execution  thereof:  Whereupon  this 
Assembly  order  and  decree,  that  a  precept  be  issued  forth 
by  the  Secretary  of  this  Colony,  immediately  to  arrest  the 
bodies  of  them,  the  said  Daniel  Hill,  Peter  Lyon,  and 
Samuel  Hawley,  respectively,  and  them  have  before  this 
Assembly,  to  answer  to  the  said  information,  and  be  further 
dealt  with  as  to  justice  appertains ;  and  that  Colonel  Silli- 
man, with  other  proper  evidences,  be  also  cited  to  appear. 

Whereas  the  honourable  Continental  Congress  have  late- 
ly ordered  and  delivered  to  the  Delegates  of  this  Colony  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  five  hundred  Dollars,  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  raising  a  Regiment  ordered  by  Congress  to  be 
raised  in  this  Colony ;  and  whereas  Oliver  Wokott,  Esquire, 
one  of  said  Delegates,  took  for  his  own  use  on  account  of 
this  Colony,  out  of  said  sum,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
forty  Dollars ;  and  Roger  Sherman,  Esquire,  took  for  his 
own  use  on  account  of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
Dollars,  and  also  sixteen  Dollars  given  to  bring  the  remain- 
der, being  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-four  Dol- 
lars, to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  and  the  same  is  de- 
livered to  said  Treasurer  : 

It  is  now  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  charge  the  said 
Roger  Sherman  and  Oliver  Wolcott,  Esquires,  with  the  seve- 
ral sums  received  as  aforesaid  in  account. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  replace  the 
aforesaid  sums  of  two  hundred  and  forty  Dollars,  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of  raising  said  Regiment, 
and  charge  the  said  sixteen  Dollars  in  said  account. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jan.,  Colonel  Jonathan  Fitch, 
Captain  Jeremiah  Wadsworth,  Mr.  Thaddeus  Burr,  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Wales,  Jun.,  and  Mr.  Jedediah  Strong,  are  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  procure  eighteen  hundred  Pounds, 
lawful  money,  in  Specie,  in  exchange  for  Bills,  and  pay  the 
same  to  his  Honour  the  Govemour,  to  be  improved  for  the 
use  of  the  Northern  Army,  agreeable  to  a  request  of  the 
Congress ;  and  the  Committee  of  Pay-Table  are  directed  to 
draw  upon  the  Treasurer  in  their  favour  for  said  sum  in  bills, 
taking  their  receipt,  to  improve  the  same  to  the  purpose  afore- 
said, and  render  their  account.  And  his  Honour  theGover- 
nour  is  desired,  on  receipt  of  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof, 
to  forward  the  same  to  the  proper  Treasurer,  Paymaster,  or 
officer,  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  lay  tlie  ac- 
count thereof  before  the  Congress,  that  the  same  may  be 
replaced  in  tlie  Treasury  as  soon  as  may  be. 


Whereas,  in  the  present  session  of  this  Assembly,  a  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  procure  a  sum  of  money  in  Sjjecie, 
in  exchange  for  Bills,  and  pay  the  same  to  his  Honour  the 
Govemour,  to  be  improved  for  the  use  of  the  Northern 
Army,  agreeable  to  a  request,  &.c. ;  and  whereas  it  now 
appears  that  a  more  expeditious  method  of  collecting  the 
same  Ls  devised : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  said  appointment 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  revoked  and  made  null  and 
void. 

The  honourable  Continental  Congress  having  lately  re- 
quested of  this  Colony  to  furnish  a  quantity  of  Hard  Money 
or  Specie  for  the  use  of  the  Northern  Army,  and  engaged  to 
replace  the  same  in  Continental  Bills,  he. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Treasurer  of  this 
Colony  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  procure,  in  addition 
to  what  he  has  in  Colony  stock  on  hand,  and  can  be  con- 
veniently spared,  so  as  to  make  the  sum  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred Pounds,  lawful  money,  in  Specie,  in  the  whole,  and 
the  said  sum  forward  and  deliver  to  the  proper  Treasurer, 
Paymaster,  or  Receiver,  of  the  Continental  Army,  for  the 
Northern  Department,  taking  his  receipt  therefor,  and  the 
same  deliver  to  his  Honour  the  Govemour,  with  his  ac- 
count of  expenses  attending  the  same;  who  is  desired  to 
have  the  same  properly  laid  before  the  said  honourable 
Continental  Congress,  that  the  same  may  be  replaced  in  the 
Treasury  as  soon  as  may  be ;  said  Treasurer  to  be  allowed 
said  sum  in  account,  and  to  be  charged  with  the  same  when 
received  and  replaced  as  aforesaid. 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Colonel  Selah  Hart  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  appointed,  in  addhion  to  the  Committee 
appointed  by  this  Assembly  in  May  last,  to  provide  such 
store  of  Lead  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  use  of 
this  Colony  ;  and  said  Committee  are  flirther  authorized  and 
directed,  on  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to  contract  for,  purchase, 
and  take  the  Lead  Ore  that  is  or  may  be  raised  out  of  the 
Lead-Mine  found  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Matthew  Hart,  in 
Farmington,  and  to  dig  and  raise  Ore  in  said  Mine  so  far 
as  shall  appear  to  them  profitable  and  necessary,  for  the 
benefit  of  this  Colony. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Pay-Table  of  this 
Colony  draw  on  the  Treasurer  in  favour  of  Colonel  Joshua 
Porter,  of  Salisbury,  Overseer  of  the  Cannon-Foundry  car- 
rying on  at  the  Furnace  in  said  Town,  for  the  sum  of  eight 
hundred  Pounds,  in  Continental  or  this  Colony  bills,  keep- 
ing a  proper  account  thereof,  and  taking  his  receipt  therefor, 
to  account  for  the  improvement  thereof  in  the  service  afore- 
said, when  thereto  required. 

Resolved,  That  Thaddeus  Burr,  Esquire,  call  upon  the 
Postmasters  from  Hartford,  to  Greenwich,  on  the  road  to 
New-  York,  and  receive  their  accounts  of  the  sums  of  money 
received  by  them  respectively,  for  postage  of  Letters,  be- 
tween the  15th  day  of  June  and  15th  of  November,  1775, 
and  adjust  the  same  whh  them ;  and  that  he  collect  and  re- 
ceive the  several  balances  due  on  such  accounts,  and  render 
his  account  thereof  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony  when 
required. 

Whereas  this  Assembly,  at  their  session  in  October  last, 
appointed  Oliver  Wolcott  and  Andrew  Adams,  Esquires,  a 
Committee  to  settle  and  adjust  Accounts  with  Daniel  Sher- 
man and  Benjamin  Stiles,  Esquires,  for  five  hundred  Pounds, 
by  them  received  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Colony,  to  pay 
off  and  discharge  the  Prizes  in  the  Ousatonick  River  Lottery, 
which  Committee  were  directed  to  make  report  of  their 
doings  in  this  Assembly ;  and  said  Committee  having  made 
no  report  or  done  anything  relating  thereto,  because  the 
said  Oliver  Wolcott,  Esquire,  hath  not  nor  now  is  able  to 
attend  the  same : 

Therefore  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  Andrew 
Adams  and  Reuben  Smith,  Esquires,  of  Litchfield,  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  appointed  a  Committee  to  settle  and  adjust 
the  Accounts  with  the  said  Daniel  Sherman  and  Benjamin 
Stiles,  Esquires,  of  their  doings  in  the  premises,  as  also  their 
services,  and  receive  of  them  whatever  sum  or  part  of  said 
five  hundred  Pounds  may  be  left  in  their  hands  not  dispo- 
sed of  for  the  use  aforesaid  ;  and  the  said  Daniel  Sherman 
and  Benjamin  Stiles,  Esquires,  are  directed  to  render  their 
account  and  payment  as  aforesaid  to  this  Committee,  who 
are  to  make  report  to  the  next  General  Assembly  of  their 
doings  in  the  premises. 
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Whereas  information  has  been  given  to  this  Assembly, 
tliat  Captain  HezeJdah  Brown,  of  the  Twelfth  Military 
Company,  in  the  Tenth  Regiment  in  this  Colony,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  James  Wadsworth,  Colonel  of  said 
Regiment,  hath,  instead  of  fonvarding,  as  it  was  his  duty  to 
do,  endeavoured  to  obstruct  and  embarrass,  and  liath  in  fact 
neglected  and  refused  to  obey  certain  orders  given  out  to 
him  by  Jonathan  Buldivin,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of 
said  Regiment,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  Captain- 
Genera!  of  this  Colony,  to  detach  men  for  the  service  and 
defence  of  this  Colony,  &tc. :  Whereupon  this  Assembly  or- 
der and  direct,  that  aprecept  be  issued  forth  by  the  Secretary 
of  this  Colony,  immediately  to  arrest  the  body  of  iiim  the 
said  Hezeldah  Brown,  and  him  have  before  this  Assembly, 
to  answer  to  the  said  information,  and  further  dealt  with  as 
to  justice  appertains  ;  and  Colonel  Baldxvin,  with  other  pro- 
per evidence,  be  also  cited  to  appear,  &;c. 

It  being  represented  to  this  Assembly  by  the  Selectmen 
of  the  Town  of  New-Milford,  that  Captain  Isaac  Bostwick 
was  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of  said  New-Milford,  at 
their  meeting  held  in  December,  1774,  a  Collector,  to  collect 
the  Colony  rate  or  tax,  made  on  the  list  of  the  inhabitants  of 
said  town  in  1774,  payable  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony 
by  the  last  day  of  December,  1775,  and  in  Juli/  last  this 
Assembly  did  appoint  the  said  Isaac  Bostwick  a  Captain  in 
Colonel  Webb's  Regiment,  raised  for  the  defence  of  this  Co- 
lony ;  and  that  the  said  Bosttvick  did  enter  into  said  service, 
and  still  continues  in  said  service,  therefore  being  unable  to 
collect  said  rate :  Whereupon,  the  inhabitants  of  said  town, 
in  town-meeting,  held  in  December,  1775,  appointed  Mr. 
Benjamin  Bostwick,  Jun.,  to  collect  said  rate,  and  pray 
that  the  Assembly  would  order  and  direct  the  Treasurer  of 
this  Colony  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  said  Benjamin  Bost- 
wick, Jun.,  to  levy  and  collect  the  same.  Whereupon  this 
Assembly  do  order  and  direct  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Co- 
lony issue  his  warrant  to  the  said  Benjamin  Bostwick,  Jun., 
to  levy  and  collect  the  said  rate  or  tax  as  aforesaid. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Colonel  Thomas  Fitch,  Mr. 
Bufus  Lathrop,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Plumrner,  Mr.  Samuel  Bishop, 
Jun.,  Major  Samuel  Selden,  Colonel  Joseph  Hall  Cook, 
Colonel  hrperience  Storrs,  and  Colonel  Philip  Burr  Brad- 
ley, a  Committee  to  audit  and  adjust  the  Colony  Accounts 
with  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  and  make  report  of  their 
doings  in  the  premises  to  this  Assembly. 

This  Assembly  do  appoint  Henry  Champion,  Esq.,  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this 
Colony ; 

Dyer  Throop,  Esquire,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Twenty-Fifth  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  ; 

Jabez  Chapman,  Esq.,  to  be  Major  of  the  Twenty-Fifth 
Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony  ; 

Obadiah  Hosford,  Esq.,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
Ts\  elfth  Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony ; 

Jeremiah  Mason,  E^q.,  to  be  Major  of  the  Twelfth  Re- 
giment of  Militia  in  this  Colony  ; 

Seth  Smith,  Esq.,  to  be  Major  of  the  Eighteenth  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  Colony; 

Fisher  Gay,  Esq.,  to  be  Colonel  of  the  Fifteenth  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  this  Colony ; 

Seldh  Hart,  Esq.,  to  be  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Regiment  of  Militia  in  this  Colony,  in  the  room  of 
Fisher  Gay,  Esq.,  promoted. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Seth  Adams,  of  Wilbraham,  in  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  showing  that  in  April  last 
he  purchased  thirty-nine  bushels  of  Salt  and  one  hogshead 
of  Rum  in  this  Colony,  to  carry  to  his  own  house  in  said 
Wilbraham,  as  soon  as  he  could  conveniently  have  trans- 
ported the  same,  praying  for  liberty  now  to  carry  the  Salt 
and  Rum  out  of  this  Colony,  &;c.,  as  per  Memorial,  &c.  : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  The  Memorialist  have,  and 
liberty  and  license  is  hereby  granted  to  him,  to  transport 
said  Rum  and  Salt  out  of  this  Colony  to  said  Wilbraham, 
the  late  embargo  laid  by  this  Assembly  notwithstanding. 

LTpon  the  Memorial  of  Amariah  Plum,  a  soldier  in  Co- 
lonel Hinman's  Regiment,  raised  for  the  defence  of  this 
Colony  in  the  year  1775,  showing  to  this  Assembly  that  he 
was  a  soldier  in  Captain  Watson's  Company,  in  sai.d  Regi- 
ment, at  the  siege  of  St.  John's,  in  the  Province  of  Quebeck; 
that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  officers,  he  was,  on 
the  first  day  of  said  siege,  in  a  detachment  at  some  distance 


from  said  garrison,  where  they  were  fired  upon  and  engaged 
by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  in  which  action  he  was  wounded 
by  a  musket  ball,  which  broke  the  bone  of  his  thigh,  whereby 
he  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  was  conveyed  into 
said  garrison,  and  there  remained  until  the  surrender  of  the 
same;  that  by  the  badness  of  the  wound,  Stc,  the  Memo- 
rialist has  the  mortification  to  find  himself  still  a  cripple,  and 
so  must  remain  through  life,  being  thereby  in  a  great  mea- 
sure disabled  from  labour,  the  only  means  in  his  power  of 
supporting  himself  and  family,  praying  this  Assembly  to 
grant  relief,  &c.,  as  per  Memorial  on  file : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
Pounds,  lawful  money,  be  granted,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
granted  to  the  said  Amariah  Plum,on  his  Memorial  as  afore- 
said ;  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  is  hereby  ordered  to 
pay  the  same  accordingly ;  that  the  deposition  on  which  said 
Memorial  is  granted  be  lodged  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Pay-Table  by  the  Memorialist ;  and  that  said  Committee 
thereupon  give  him  an  order  on  the  Treasurer  for  said  sum. 

Upon  the  Memorial  of  Robert  Fairchild,  Stephen  Bur- 
roughs, and  Abraham  Brinsmaid,  all  of  Stratford,  repre- 
senting that  it  is  needful,  in  their  opinion,  to  have  another 
Powder-Mill  built  in  this  Colony,  for  manufacturing  Gun- 
powder for  publick  use,  and  that  Stratford  is  the  most 
proper  place ;  and  praying  for  liberty  to  erect  the  same  in 
said  Town,  where  they  have  a  convenient  place,  &c.,  as 
per  Memorial  on  file  : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  The  Memorialists  have  liberty, 
and  license  is  hereby  granted  them,  to  erect  such  Powder- 
Mill  in  said  Stratford,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  under  the 
regulations  which  other  Powder-Mills  in  this  Colony  by  law 


are. 


Upon  the  Memorial  of  Isaac  Bostwick,  of  New-Milford, 
in  Litchfield  County,  showing  to  this  Assembly  that  he  was 
a  Captain  in  Colonel  Webb's  Regiment,  and  that  he  re- 
ceived, for  the  use  of  the  Colony,  twenty-three  stands  of 
Arms,  and  gave  his  receipt  for  the  same ;  which  were  carried 
and  used  in  publick  service,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
returned  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  Towns  of  Kent,  Salisbury, 
and  Canaan,  and  were  again  delivered  out  to  the  soldiers 
going  against  Quebeck;  and  the  said  Bostwick  not  being 
able  to  procure  receipts  for  the  same,  praying  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Pay-Table  may  be  directed  to  pay  the 
Memorialist  his  full  wages,  taking  his  bond,  &,c.,  as  per 
Memorial  on  file : 

Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Committee  of  the 
Pay-Table  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  pay  to  the 
Memorialist  the  full  sum  due  to  him,  and  to  take  his  bond, 
payable  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Colony,  with  proper  con- 
ditions for  the  security  of  the  value  of  said  Arms  unaccounted 
for;  and  that  the  Memorialist  do  account  for  said  Arms,  or 
pay  the  value  thereof  in  some  reasonable  time. 

Upon  the  Memorial  oi  James  Law,  o^  Lebanon,  in  Wind- 
ham County,  showing  that  he  was  a  soldier  in  the  service  of 
this  Colony  and  Continent  in  the  year  1775,  in  the  Army 
near  Boston;  was  drawn  off  and  engaged  in  the  battle  of 
Bunker's  Hill,  the  17th  day  oi^  June,  when  he  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  have  his  right  arm  broken  by  a  shot  from  the 
Ministerial  Troops,  by  which  he  has  wholly  lost  the  use  of 
his  hand ;  is  a  Joiner  by  trade  ;  about  twenty-two  yeai-s  old  ; 
has  no  estate,  nor  any  means  of  supporting  himself  but  by 
labour,  which,  by  means  thereof,  he  is  unable  to  perform, 
and  thereby  deprived  of  his  prospects  of  support  and  com- 
fort, praying  for  relief,  &.C.,  as  per  Memorial  on  file: 

It  is  therefore  Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  That  the  Trea- 
surer of  this  Colony  pay  unto  the  said  James  Laiv  the  sum 
of  fifty  Pounds,  in  current  bills  of  credit,  as  and  for  a  relief 
and  support  to  him  under  his  disabled  and  distressed  circum- 
stances. 

The  Report  of  the  Honourable  Matthew  Griswold,  Esq., 
and  the  rest  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
allegations  of  a  certain  complaint  exhibited  to  the  present 
Assembly  by  Mr.  Jeremiah  Halsey  against  Captain  Edward 
Matt,  as  on  file,  is  accepted  by  this  Assembly, 

And  thereupon  Resolved,  That  there  doth  not  appear 
sufficient  grounds  or  foundation  for  this  Assembly  to  make 
any  further  inquiry  thereon. 

This  Assembly  do  grant  to  his  Honour  Governour  TVion- 
buH  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  for  the  first 
half  of  his  salary  the  cui'rent  year. 
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This  Assembly  do  tyrant  to  his  Honour  Deputy  Govemour 
Griswold,  tiie  sum  of  fifty  Pounds,  for  the  first  half  of  his 
salary  the  current  year. 

This  Assembly  do  giant  to  his  Honour  Govemour  Trum- 
bull the  sum  of  one  hundred  Pounds  for  his  extraordinaiy 
services  the  year  past ;  and  order  and  direct  the  Treasurer 
to  pay  the  same  accordingly. 

This  Assembly  do  grant  to  John  Lawrence,  Esq.,  Trea- 
surer, the  sum  of  one  himdred  and  eighty  Pounds,  as  and 
for  his  salary  the  year  past. 

This  Assembly  do  grant  to  George  fVyllys,  Esq.,  Secre- 
tary, the  sum  of  twenty  Pounds,  as  and  for  his  salary  in  the 
year  past ;  and  direct  the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  same  to  him 
accordingly. 

Whereas  this  Assembly,  at  their  present  session,  liave  made 
many  preparations  for  a  defence  against  the  increasing  hos- 
tilities and  efforts  of  our  unnatural  enemies ;  yet,  consider- 
ing the  alarming  situation  of  the  United  Colonies,  being 
threatened  with  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain,  united  with 
all  sucli  foreign  mercenaries  as  tiiey  are  able  to  engage  to 
assist  in  the  execution  of  their  causeless  vengeance  on  these 
devoted  Colonies,  and  to  burn  and  destroy  our  Sea-port 
Towns,  and  to  spread  rapine,  murder,  and  destruction, 
throughout  the  whole ;  in  this  situation  our  utmost  efforts 
cannot  be  too  much,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  every  individual 
to  contribute  all  in  his  power  to  serve  and  defend  our  most 
important  cause : 

Therefore  the  Assembly  do  most  earnestly  recommend 
it  to  all  persons,  of  every  rank  and  denomination,  to  furnish 
themselves,  with  all  possible  expedition,  with  good  sufficient 
fire-arms,  and  other  warlike  accoutrements,  and  with  bullets 
sufficient  and  fit  for  their  guns  ;  and  especially  that  all  able- 
bodied  men,  who  are  not  of  the  standing  Militia,  and  such 
as  have  been  dismissed  from  common  military  exercise,  form 
themselves  into  Companies,  choose  their  officers,  according 
to  the  number  of  such  who  can  convene  together,  and  equip 
themselves,  so  as  to  be  in  readiness  for  mutual  defence 


against  our  common  enemy.  That  all  the  Field-Officers 
put  themselves  in  readiness,  to  conduct  and  lead  forth  their 
respective  corps  on  the  most  sudden  call ;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  use  their  utmost  endeavoui-s  and  care,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  commissioned  officers  in  their  respective 
Regiments,  to  encourage  military  skill  and  every  warlike 
preparation,  and  see  that  all  defective  arms  be  immediately 
repaired.  That  the  Committee  apjiointetl  to  pmcure  fire- 
arms to  be  made  in  this  Colony,  use  their  utmost  diligence  to 
promote  the  same,  and  purchase  all  good  arms  for  sale,  ex- 
cept such  as  any  person  hath  for  his  own  proper  use.  The 
events  of  this  year  may  prove  most  decisive  to  these  Colo- 
nies ;  and  as  all  human  care,  efforts  and  exertions  are  but 
fruitless  attempts  for  our  security  and  defence,  and  will  prove 
vain  and  abortive,  unless  attended  with  the  blessing  of 
Heaven,  which  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  but  on  a  sin- 
cere repentance  and  reformation  ;  wherefore,  in  the  day  of 
darkness  and  threatening  calamity,  il  is  most  earnestly  re- 
commended to  and  pressed  upon  all  persons,  of  every  rank 
and  denomination  in  this  Colony,  to  promote  and  cultivate 
charity  and  benevolence  one  towards  another ;  to  abstain 
from  every  species  of  extortion  and  oppression ;  sincerely  to 
repent  and  break  off  from  every  sin,  folly,  and  vice ;  to  live 
in  peace,  love,  and  harmony,  among  themselves  ;  to  look  up 
with  earnest  importunity  to  Heaven  for  help,  success,  salva- 
tion, and  deliverance ;  and,  with  careful  attention  to  the  use 
of'  means,  hope  and  trust  in  flie  Ijord  of  Hosts,  who  pre- 
sides over  univei-sal  nature,  guides  and  governs  all ;  and  we 
need  not  fear  or  be  dismayed  at  all  the  attempts  or  nume- 
rous horrours  with  which  we  are  threatened. 

It  is  therefore  Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  be  printed 
and  distributed,  and  be  read  and  published  in  all  the  religi- 
ous societies  in  these  Colonies. 

This  Assembly  is  adjourned  by  Proclamation,  he,  until 
his  Honour  the  Govemour,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Deputy 
Govemour,  shall  see  cause  to  call  it  to  meet  again. 

Test:  GEOKGt:  Wyllys,  Secretan/. 


CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS. 

Friday,  March  1,  1776.^ 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, with  a  Petition  from  the  said  Colony,  and  sundry 
papers,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Braxton,  and 
Mr.  Franklin. 

A  Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Falmouth,  being  pre- 
sented, was  read. 

B^.sohed,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  W.  Livingston,  Mr.  Reed,  and 
Mr.  Paca. 

A  Letter  from  J.  Mease,  Commissary,  with  sundry  que- 
ries, to  which  he  requests  the  answers  of  Congress,  that  he 
may  know  how  to  conduct  the  business  entnjsted  to  him, 
was  laid  before  Congress  and  read : 

Resolced,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Paine,  and 
Mr.  Hewes. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Merchants,  Traders,  and  others,  of 
the  City  of  Philadelphia,  was  presented  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay  having 
transmitted  to  Congress  a  state  of  the  Accounts  of  their 
Colony  against  the  Continent, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred,  for  liquidation,  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Resolved,  That  an  addition  of  .34  Dollars  a  month  be  added 
to  the  pay  of  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  General  Wash- 
ington, on  account  of  the  extraordinaiy  services  at  present 
attending  that  office,  by  reason  of  the  General's  direction  of 
the  Naval  Department. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  14th 


instant,  with  Lord  Drummond!s  Letter  to  General  Robert- 
son enclosed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  treat 
with  the  owners  of  some  Medicines  lately  imported,  and  to 
purchase  the  same,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  for  the  use 
of  the  Continent. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  the  General  Officers  and  Staff 
for  the  Middle  and  Southern  Departments. 

Resolved,  That  Major-General  Lee  be  appointed  to  take 
the  command  of  the  Continental  Forces  in  the  Southern 
Department. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  six  Brigadier- 
Generals,  and,  the  ballots  being  delivered  in  and  examined, 
the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen :  John  Armstrong, 
Esq.,  William  Thompson,  Esq.,  Andrew  Lewis,  Esq.,  James 
Moore,  Esq.,  the  Right  Honourable  William  Earl  of  Stir- 
ling, and  Robert  Hotve,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Armstrong  be  directed 
to  repair  to  South-  Carolina,  Brigadiers  Lewis  and  Howe  to 
Virginia,  and  Brigadier-General  Moore  to  North-  Carolina, 
and  take  the  command  of  the  forces  in  those  respective 
Colonies,  until  they  receive  further  orders  from  Congress  or 
a  superior  officer. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Thompson  be  directed 
to  repair  to  New-  York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Orders  of  the  Day  be  postponed  to 
Monday. 

Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  ten  o'clock. 

Monday,  March  4,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alsop  be  appointed  a  Member  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lewis,  who 
is  absent,  and  that  Mr.  Whipple  be  appointed  a  Member  of 
the  said  Committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  de- 
sires to  be  excused  from  that  service. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  of  the  absence  of  any  standing 
Member  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  the  Delegates  of  the 
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Colony  to  wliicli  he  belongs  be  empowered  to  nominate  one 
of  tlieir  Members  to  act  in  tlie  stead  of  the  absent  Member, 
until  his  return. 

A  number  of  Letters  and  Papers,  being  received,  were 
read,  viz : 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New-  York,  dated  28th 
February,  enclosing  a  recommendation  of  gentlemen  for 
Field-OfRcers  of  the  four  Battalions  ordered  to  be  raised  in 
that  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration  till 
to-morrow. 

A  Memorial  from  sundry  Merchants  in  Montreal,  respect- 
ing Indian.  Trade ; 

A  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Inspection  for  the 
County  of  Accomack ; 

Two  Letters  from  Brigadier-General  Wooster,  of  the  11th 
and  13th  February,  with  seven  papers  enclosed  ; 

Two  from  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  one  of  the  1st,  and 
the  other  of  the  12th,  of  February ; 

Four  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  the  15th,  20th,  2 1st, 
and  23d,  of  the  same  month  ; 

One  from  General  Lee,  of  the  29th ; 

One  from  the  Convention  of  New- Hampshire,  of  the  8th ; 

And  one  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania ; 
were  read,  and  referred  till  to-morrow  for  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Memorial  from  the  Merchants  of  Mon- 
treal be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  five : 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
JV.  Livingston,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Tilghman. 

That  the  Resolution  from  the  Committee  of  Accomack,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

That  the  Letters  from  Major-GeneralsZ<ee  and  Schuyler, 
and  from  Brigadier-Generals  Wooster  and  Arnold,  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Instructions  for 
the  Commissioners  going  to  Canada. 

That  the  other  Letters  be  referred  for  consideration  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report  the  num- 
ber and  circumstances  of  the  Permits  granted  for  exporting 
produce,  &c.,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  restraint  be  taken  off, 
which,  by  a  resolve  of  the  26th  of  last  month,  was  laid 
upon  Vessels  loading  or  loaded  with  produce  for  Great  Bri- 
tain, Ireland,  or  the  British  West-Indies,  in  consequence  of 
pennissions  granted  for  Arms  and  Ammunition,  imported  into 
these  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed,  with 
all  possible  expedition,  to  send,  under  a  guard,  ten  tons  of 
Powder  to  Cambridge,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  under  the 
command  of  General  Washington. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  Memorial  from  sundry  inha- 
bitants of  Northumberland,  and  the  Petition  from  the  inhabi- 
tants near  Pittsburgh,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report, 
which  was  read : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the  Mem- 
bers. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Beslestre,  Major  Longeuil,  and 
Captain  Lotbiniere,  three  of  the  Canadian  Prisoners  who 
are  at  Bristol,  in  Pennsylvania,  be  permitted  to  come  to 
Philadelphia,  to  confer  with  the  Committee  on  Prisoners, 
and  there  wait  the  orders  of  Congress. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  5,  mS. 

Sundry  Letters  being  received,  were  read,  viz  : 

Two  Letters  from  General  Schuyler,  dated  the  26th  and 
27th  of  February,  with  four  papers  enclosed,  among  which 
was  a  Letter  from  James  Deane  to  General  Schuyler,  dated 
the  24th  of  the  same  month. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  James  Deane  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr. 
W.  Livingston. 

A  Letter  from  General  Wooster,  21st  of  February,  1776. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 

Committee  to  whom  was  referred,  among  other  things,  the 


Memorial  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  County  of  iVor- 
thumberland. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  As  the  said  Memorial  relates  merely 
to  disputes  between  the  Memorialists  and  other  inhabitants 
of  said  County,  and  to  complaints  against  Justices  of  the 
Peace  of  the  said  County,  and  as  the  common  Courts  of 
Judicature,  and  especially  the  Legislature  of  the  Colony  of 
Pennsylvania,  are  altogether  competent  for  remedying  the 
grievances  complained  of,  that  the  said  Memorial,  with  the 
papers  therewith  delivered,  be  transmitted  to  the  Assembly 
of  said  Colony. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  14th  of 
February,  and  the  Letter  from  Lord  Drummond  to  General 
Robertson  enclosed  ;  and  after  some  time  the  President  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Com- 
mittee have  taken  into  consideration  the  Letter  and  papers  to 
them  referred,  but  have  come  to  no  resolution  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  so 
far  as  it  has  not  been  considered  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom  his  other  Let- 
ters, of  the  24th  and  30th  of  January,  were  referred. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  March  6,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  26th  of  Feb- 
ruary, was  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom 
his  other  Letters  are  referred. 

A  Letter  from  J.  Palmer,  enclosing  a  Report  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  re- 
specting Lead;  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  on  the  31st  of 
July  last,  to  inquire  in  all  the  Colonies  after  virgin  Lead, 
Leaden  Ore,  and  the  best  method  of  collecting,  smelting, 
and  refining  it,  and  also  the  cheapest  and  easiest  methods  of 
making  Salt  in  these  Colonies,  be  discharged,  and  that  the 
business  of  the  said  Committee  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
appointed  on  the  23d  of  February  last,  to  consider  of  fur- 
ther ways  and  means  of  promoting  and  encouraging  the 
manufacture  of  Saltpetre,  &,c. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  J.  Palmer,  with  the  en- 
closed Report,  be  referred  to  the  last-mentioned  Commit- 
tee. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  18th  and  21st 
of  February  last,  enclosing  the  Proceedings  of  a  Council  of 
War,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Thomas  be  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  forces  in  Canada,  and  that  General 
Washington  be  directed  to  order  him  immediately  to  repair 
to  that  Province. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Thomas  be  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  a  Major-General,  and  that  a  Commission  be 
sent  to  him  accordingly. 

Ordered  That  the  President  acquaint  General  Washing- 
ton, by  express,  of  this  arrangement. 

Resolved,  As  several  members  of  the  Marine  Committee 
are  absent,  that  their  places  be  supplied  by  Mr.  Huntington, 
for  Connecticut,  Mr.  Sergeant,  for  New-Jersey,  Mr.  Harri- 
son, for  Virginia,  and  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  for  South- Caro- 
lina. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  send' 
five  tons  of  Powder  to  Neiv-  York,  for  the  use  of  the  Con- 
tinental Troops  there,  and  five  tons  of  Powder  to  the  South- 
em  Department  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  the 
said  Department. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  return  to  the 
Colony  of  Maryland  the  Powder  borrowed  by  Mr.  Harri- 
son, and  to  the  Colony  of  New-  York,  and  to  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Powder  borrowed  of  them. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
Delegates  of  the  Delaicare  Government  one  ton  of  Powder, 
for  which  they  are  to  be  accountable ;  to  return  to  the  Co- 
lony of  New-  York  the  Powder  borrowed  of  that  Colony  ; 
and  to  the  Delegates  of  New-Jersey  one  ton  of  Powder,  for 
which  the  Colony  of  New- Jersey  is  to  be  accountable. 
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Resolved,  Tliat  the  President  inform  General  Schuyler 
that  the  Congress  judge  it  necessary  he  should  remain  at 
Albany,  to  make  the  proper  arrangements  respecting  the 
Army  destined  for  Canada,  and  therefore  that  he  establish 
his  Head-Quarters  at  Albany  until  further  orders. 

Resolved,  That  Thomas  Bullitt,  Esq.,  be  appointed  De- 
puty Adjutant-General  in  the  Southern  Department,  with  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  de- 
liver to  Colonel  Wayne  the  Arms  in  their  possession,  for  the 
purpose  of  arming  his  Battalion,  retaining  so  many  as  will  be 
necessary  for  the  guard  that  is  to  attend  the  Powder  to  Cam- 
bridge. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  March  7,  1776. 
A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  29th  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  a  Letter  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  23d  of 
the  same  montli,  were  received  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  one  hundred  thousand  Dol- 
lars be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  the  Delegates 
of  Connecticut,  in  part  of  the  money  advanced  by  said  Co- 
lony, on  account  of  the  Continent,  said  Colony  to  be  ac- 
countable ;  and  that  the  said  Colony  be  desired  to  send 
forward  their  Accounts,  with  proper  vouchers,  in  order  for 
liquidation  and  payment. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  re- 
tain so  many  of  the  Arms  yesterday  ordered  to  be  delivered 
to  Colonel  Wayne,  as  will  be  necessary  for  the  guard  that  is 
to  attend  the  Powder  to  Cambridge. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  Isaac  Melchior,  on  the 
evening  of  Saturday  last,  treated  the  President  of  this  Con- 
gress with  great  rudeness,  and  made  use  of  several  disre- 
spectful and  contemptuous  expressions  towards  liim  and  this 
Congress, 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Isaac  Melchior  attend  the  Con- 
gress to-morrow  morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  to  answer  for 
his  conduct. 

Resolved,  That  Edward  Hand,  Esquire,  be  promoted  to 
be  Colonel  of  the  Battalion  of  Riflemen  in  the  Army  at 
Cambridge,  and  James  Chambers,  Esquire,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  of  the  same. 

That  William  Winds,  Esq.,  be  promoted  to  be  Colonel 
of  the  Firet  New-Jersey  Battalion,  and  that  Matthias  Ogden, 
Esquire,  be  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Applications  and 
Qualifications  of  Officers  be  directed  to  supply  the  First  and 
Third  New-Jersey  Battalions  with  proper  Medicine-Chests 
and  Instruments. 

A  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  with  Affidavits,  relative  to 
the  capture  of  the  Amboy  Packet-boat,  was  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read. 

Resolved,  Tliat  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom 
the  Letters  from  General  Washington  were  referred. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  the  Committee 
of  Safety  of  New-Hampshire  was  referred,  brought  in  their 
Report,  which  was  read. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Hall  and  Sellers,  for  Printing  the  Continental  Bills  of 
Credit,  the  sum  of  1735.4  Dollars ; 

To  Frederick  Becking,  for  one  hundred  and  two  reams 
of  Paper  for  the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit,  the  sum  of 
707.2  Dollars ; 

To  the  Estate  of  David  Hall,  deceased,  for  Stationery  for 
the  service  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  50.6  Dollars ; 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  twenty  cords  of  Wood,  the  sum  of 
80  Dollars ; 

To  Wallore  Meng,  for  Canteen-straps,  the  sum  of  84.3 
Dollars ; 

To  Jared  Tracey,  for  carrying  money  from  Philadelphia 
to  Cambridge,  the  sum  of  36  Dollars ;  and  that  the  same 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Josiah  Bartlett,  Esquire. 

To  sundries  on  certificates  for  Provisions  furnished  several 
Rifle  Companies,  the  sum  of  35.3  Dollars ;  and  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Alsop,  Esquire. 

To  Thomas  Apty,  for  boarding  several  Prisoners  taken 
from  on  board  the  Rebecca  and  Ann,  the  sum  of  54.7  Dollars. 

Fourth  Sekies. — Vol.  v.  1 


To  Robert  Erwin,  for  Wagonage,  the  sum  of  637.7  Dol- 
lars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  electing  the 
Field-Officers  for  the  four  Battalions  ordered  to  be  raised 
in  the  Colony  of  New-  York  for  the  defence  of  the  said  Co- 
lony. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  8,  1776. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  Field-Officers  of  the  four  Batta- 
lions ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  Colony  of  New-  York  for  the 
defence  of  the  said  Colony,  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  chosen  : 

Alexander  McDougall,  Esquire,  Colonel,  Herman  Zed- 
ivitz,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Joseph  Benedict,  Esq., 
Major,  of  the  First  Battalion. 

James  Clinton,  Esquire,  Colonel,  Henry  B.  Livingston, 
Esquire,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Peter  P.  Schuyler,  Esquire, 
Major,  of  the  Second  Battalion. 

Frederick  Weisenfels,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  John  Fisher, 
Esquire,  Major,  of  the  Third  Battalion. 

Cornelius  D.  Wynkoop,  Esquire,  Colonel,  Philip  Cort- 
landt,  Esquire,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  John  Nicholson,  Esq., 
Major,  of  the  Fourth  Battalion. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  Mr.  Melchior  was  at- 
tending, agreeable  to  the  order  of  yesterday  : 

Ordered,  That  he  be  called  in. 

Mr.  Melchior  appearing,  the  particulars  of  the  charge 
were  repeated  to  him,  and  on  his  assuring  the  House  of  his 
not  remembering  his  having  behaved  with  the  disrespect 
mentioned,  owing  to  the  particular  circumstances  he  hap- 
pened to  be  under,  and  asking  pardon  of  the  Congress  and 
President  for  his  indecent  behaviour. 

Ordered,  That  in  consideration  of  Mr.  Mehhior's  former 
services,  and  his  present  concessions,  he  be  dismissed  from 
further  attendance. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  several  Letters  from  Major- 
General  Lee,  Major-General  Schuyler,  Brigadier-General 
Wooster,  and  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration  ; 
and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  who  are  appointed  to 
go  to  Canada  be  desired  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the 
imprisonment  of  the  Officers  of  Militia  in  that  country,  and 
others,  and  take  such  measures,  in  concert  with  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  the  Continental  forces  there,  for  their  en- 
largement or  confinement,  as  are  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  justice,  and  the  safety  of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  the  provisions  made  by  General  Lee  and  General 
Schuyler  to  supply  the  Army  in  Canada  with  Pork,  the  di- 
rection given  by  General  Lee  to  have  Wheat  ground  into 
Flour  for  their  use,  and  his  contract  with  the  company  of 
carpenters,  be  approved ;  and  that  Mr.  Peter  Zabriskie,  of 
Hackinsack,  be  employed  to  transport  the  Pork,  to  be  pro- 
cured in  New-Jersey,  to  Hudson's  River,  according  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler's  desire. 

That  when  the  articles  specified  in  the  Rations  allowed 
to  the  Prisoners  of  War  cannot  be  procured,  the  persons 
who  supply  them  with  other  Provisions  be  entitled  to  eight 
Pence,  New-  York  currency,  a  day,  for  every  Prisoner. 

That  Indians  be  not  employed  as  soldiers  in  the  armies 
of  the  United  Colonies,  before  the  Tribes  to  which  they  be- 
long shall,  in  a  National  Council,  held  in  the  customary  man- 
ner, have  consented  thereunto,  nor  then,  without  express 
approbation  of  Congress. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  directed  to  provide  such  a  num- 
ber of  Batteaus  for  the  service  in  Canada,  as  shall  be  suffi- 
cient for  it. 

That  General  Schuyler  be  desired  to  purchase  the  Cloth 
which  Mr.  Henry,  of  Albany,  hath,  for  Tents. 

That  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  for 
the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia  be  desired  to  collect 
all  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coin  they  can,  to  be  exchanged  for 
Continental  Bills,  for  the  service  of  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
inquire  and  report  the  best  ways  and  means  of  supplying  the 
^)  Anny  in  Canada  with  Provisions  and  necessaries : 
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The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  JVolcott,  and  Mr. 
L.  Morris. 

Resolved,  Tliat  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers,  in 
tfavour  of  the  Committee  for  making  of  Muskets  and  Bayo- 
mets,  &.C.,  for  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Dollars,  they  to  be 
■accountable  for  the  expenditure  thereof. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Hazen,  of  the  18th  of  February, 
enclosing  an  Account  and  estimate  of  the  losses  he  has  sus- 
•tained,  being  received,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr. 
Sherman,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams,  who  are  directed 
to  examine  the  said  Account,  and  report  upon  the  several 
articles. 

A  Letter  from  Govcrnour  TrimhuU,  dated  the  2d  instant, 
and  a  Letter  from  General  Lee,  of  the  5th,  being  received, 
were  read. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March  9,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  General  Washing- 
ton, desifing  him  to  send  Captain  Conner,  of  the  Rifle  Bat- 
talion, to  Philadelphia,  the  Congress  having  occasion  to 
employ  him  in  the  Southern  Department. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Instructions  for  the 
Commissioners  going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  draft,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  and  conside- 
ration of  the  Members. 

A  Petition  of  Mr.  Stephen  Decatur,  Master  of  the  Schoon- 
er UEsperance,  of  the  Island  of  Hispaniola,  was  presented 
and  read:  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Stephen  Decatur  be  permitted 
to  load  the  Schooner  L'Esperance,  of  Hispaniola,  with  the 
produce  of  these  Colonies,  (horned  Cattle,  Sheep,  Hogs, 
Poultry,  and  Lumber  for  making  Casks,  excepted,)  and  ex- 
port the  same  to  the  Island  of  Hispaniola ;  and  that  the 
said  Stephen  Decatur  do  take  every  possible  precaution  to 
avoid  all  British  Men-of-War  and  Cutters  on  his  voyage, 
and  use  his  utmost  endeavours  to  import  into  these  Colonies 
the  Powder  and  Arms  mentioned  in  his  Memorial,  and  pro- 
posed to  be  imported  by  him. 

A  Petition  from  John  Babtisto  Hugonene,  Master  of  the 
Tartar,  the  Marc  Anthony,  was  presented  and  read ;  and 
the  same  being  taken  into  ctjnsideration : 

Resolved,  That  John  Babtisto  Hugonene,  Master  of  the 
Tartar,  the  Marc  Anthony,  be  permitted  to  load  the  said 
vessel,  in  which  he  imported  a  small  quantity  of  Ammuni- 
tion, with  the  produce  of  these  Colonies,  (horned  Catde, 
Sheep,  Hogs,  Poultry,  and  Lumber  for  making  Casks,  ex- 
cepted,) and  export  the  same  to  the  Island  of  Martinique ; 
and  as  the  said  vessel  is  not  sufficient  to  carry  the  amount 
of  the  cargo  by  him  imported,  that  he  be  permitted  to  pur- 
chase and  load  another  vessel  with  produce  under  the  ex- 
ceptions before  expressed,  and  export  the  same  to  the  said 
Island  o{ Martinique ;  and  that  the  said  John  Babtisto  Hugo- 
nene, and  the  master  of  the  vessel  which  he  shall  purchase, 
do  take  every  possible  precaution  to  avoid  all  British  Ships- 
of-War  and  Cutters  on  their  voyage,  and  that  he  use  his 
utmost  endeavours  to  import  into  these  Colonies  the  Pow- 
der and  Arms  mentioned  in  his  Memorial,  and  proposed  to 
be  imported  by  him. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the  Colonies  in  the 
Southern  Department : 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  iS. 
Adams,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr.  Sherman. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  and 
authorized  to  sign  and  number  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  four 
millions  of  Dollars,  now  emitting,  viz : 


Samuel  Morris, 
John  Kaighn, 
Nicholas  Garrison, 
Joseph  Watkins, 
Antliony  Morris, 
Frederick  Kuhl, 
Matthew  Ciarkson, 
John  Ord, 
William  Webb, 
.Isaac  Hazlehurst, 


Thomas  Morris, 
Mordccai  Lewis, 
Cornelius  Barnes, 
Jonathan  B.  Smith, 
Robert  Tuckniss, 
Thomas  Coombe, 
Daniel  Clymer, 
George  Campbell, 
Joseph  Parker, 
Robert  Evans, 


Adam  Hubley, 
Joel  Evans, 
John  Mease, 
John  Purviance, 
Robert  Hazlehurst, 
Walter  Shee, 
Joseph  Redman, 
PhineasBond, 
M^illiam  Masters, 
John  Salter, 


John  Howard, 
'J'homas  Leech, 
Thomas  Smith, 
Philip  Kinsey, 
Robert  Roberts, 
Isaac  Howell, 
James  Milligan, 
Tench  Tilghman, 
Joseph  Bullock, 
David  Duncan, 


John  Shaw,  Jun., 
James  Thompson, 
Benjamin  Brannan, 
Samuel  Sellers, 
Isaac  Pearson, 
John  Sellers, 
Benjamin  Jacobs, 
Israel  Wheclen, 
Josiah  Hewes, 
Andrew  Tybout, 


George  Douglas, 
Peter  Stretch, 
Samuel  C.  Morris, 
Samuel  Hillegas, 
Nathan  Sellers, 
George  Gray,  Jun., 
James  Ash, 
Samuel  Massey, 
John  Williams, 
William  Coates. 


Resolved,  That  before  the  Signers  enter  upon  their  office, 
they  shall  respectively  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  any 
Magistrate,  which  shall  be  filed  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Treasury,  to  the  following  effect:  that  they  shall  well  and 
truly  sign  and  number  all  the  Bills  to  be  delivered  to  them 
by  the  Inspectors  of  the  Press  appointed  by  the  Congress, 
and  the  same  so  signed  and  numbered,  shall  deliver,  or 
causq  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Continental  Treasurers,  or  one 
of  them. 

And,  for  avoiding  the  danger  from  fire,  robbery,  or  negli- 
gence, 

Resolved,  That  the  Inspectors  of  the  Press  shall  not  de- 
liver to  any  class  of  Signers  more  than  two  parcels  of  two 
hundred  sheets  each,  to  be  in  their  hands  at  any  one  time. 

Resolved,  That  no  Oath,  by  way  of  test,  be  imposed  upon, 
exacted,  or  required  of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colo- 
nies, by  any  Military  Officers. 

Ordered,  That  this  Resolve  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  de- 
liver one  ton  of  Powder  to  the  Delegates  of  Maryland,  for 
the  publick  service  in  that  Colony. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  March  11,  1776. 

A  Ijetter  from  Lord  Stirling,  of  the  8th,  enclosing  three 
papers;  and 

A  Letter  from  the  Convention  of  New- York,  of  the  7th, 
enclosing  an  application  from  Patrick  .Sinclair,  a  prisoner, 
for  leave  to  return  to  Europe,  were  laid  before  Congress 
and  read. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  Letter  from 
the  Convention  of  New-  York,  and  the  application  of  Patrick 
Sinclair, 

Resolved,  That  Patrick  Sinclair  be  allowed  to  return  to 
Europe. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  2,500  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Lewis,  and  Mr. 
Sherman,  to  enable  them  to  pay  for  the  Shoes  purchased  by 
them  for  the  Northern  Army. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  General  Lee,  respecting  the  ways  and  means 
of  defending  New-  York. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Whipple, 
and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Benjamin  Town,  for  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
Canteens,  the  sum  of  341.9  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Applications  and  Qua- 
lifications be  directed  to  provide  sk  Medicine-Chests  for  the 
six  Virginia  Battalions. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Instructions  to 
the  Commissioners  going  to  Canada,  and  having  spent  some 
time  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  to-njorrow. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  12,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  20,000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  James  Mease,  Commissary,  he  to 
be  accountable. 

A  Petition  from  Edmund  Custis,  and  a  Letter  from  the 
Committees  of  Accomack  and  Northampton,  were  present- 
ed to  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  Congress. 
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A  Letter  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  Westmoreland,  of  the 
6th  instant,  was  read  : 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Petition  from  Doctor  Hall  Jackson,  of  the  12th  of 
February  last,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 
Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  In- 
structions to  the  Commissioners  going  to  Canada ;  and  after 
some  time  spent  thereon, 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  Colonel  Moses 
Hazen,  and  the  Report  of  persons  appointed  to  slate  the 
account  of  losses  and  damages  sustained  by  him  in  Canada, 
were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which,  being  taken 
into  consideration,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

It  appears  to  your  Committee  that  the  loss  and  damage 
sustained  by  Colonel  Hazen  in  Canada  have  not  been  esti- 
mated with  sufficient  accuracy ;  that  some  of  the  articles 
enumerated  in  the  inventory  are  presumed  to  be  overrated, 
the  quantities  of  several  othei-s  reducible  to  exactness  in  num- 
ber, weight,  or  measure,  are  not  ascertained,  and  the  reasons 
for  the  knowledge  or  belief  of  any  of  them  by  the  witnesses 
are  not  explicit  enough  in  their  examination  ;  that,  although 
the  grain,  grass,  and  hay,  mentioned  in  the  account,  are 
admitted  by  Colonel  Hazen,  m  his  letter,  to  have  been 
partly  destroyed  by  the  Ministerial  Troops,  the  whole  value 
is  extended  :  that  the  estimate  of  the  crops  are  so  general, 
it  cannot  be  discovered  by  what  rule  they  were  formed,  or 
to  what  standard  adjusted ;  that  the  damages  done  to  the 
dwelling-house,  stone-house,  out-houses,  barn,  and  farms, 
are  not  particularized  or  specified ;  that  a  considerable  part 
of  what  a  reimbursement  is  claimed  for,  is  household  fur- 
niture, wearing  apparel,  tools,  utensils,  cables,  and  anchors, 
suggested  to  have  been  plundered  by  the  troops  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  and  Canadians  who  joined  them ;  and  your 
Committee  believe  that  no  reparation  of  the  like  kind  hath 
yet  been  made  by  Congress  ;  and  that  the  profit  which  might 
have  been  made  of  the  mills  and  houses,  if  the  owner  had 
not  been  deprived  of  the  use  of  them,  being  merely  contin- 
gent and  conjectural,  are  such  as  have  not  usually  been  made 
good  in  similar  cases :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  who  are  going  to  Ca- 
nada be  desired  to  appoint  proper  persons  to  examine,  state, 
and  settle  an  account  of  the  loss  and  damage  Colonel 
Hazen  hath  sustained  in  his  property  and  possessions  in 
Canada  by  the  forces  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  report 
the  same,  with  any  special  matters  -they  may  think  fit,  to 
Congress ;  annexing  to  their  Report  the  estimates,  examina- 
tions of  the  witnesses,  and  other  papers  relating  thereto. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  gentlemen  appointed  Field- 
Officers  in  the  four  Battalions  raising  in  New-  York  for  the 
defence  of  that  Colony,  are  provided  for  in  Canada,  they 
be  directed  to  continue  there,  exercising  the  offices  to  which 
they  are  appointed  ;  and  that  others  be  elected  in  their  room 
in  the  four  Battalions  aforesaid ;  and  that  such  of  them  as 
are  not  provided  for  in  Canada,  be  directed  immediately  to 
repair  to  their  respective  Battalions. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  13,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Essex,  in  New- Jersey,  of 
the  7th,  and  a  Letter  from  Captain  J.  Macpherson,  of  the 
12th,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read: 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  1000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Samuel  Fairlamb,  Contractor 
for  supplying  Colonel  Wayne's  Battalion  with  Rations,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Bills  drawn  by  the  Treasurers  of 
North- Carolina,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  Troops  in 
that  Colony,  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  bo  directed  to  sup- 
ply the  Colony  of  Maryland  with  five  hundred  pounds  of 
Powder,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cecil  County. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to 
inquire  and  report  the  best  ways  and  means  of  raising  the 
necessary  supplies  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  War  for 


the  present  year,  over  and  above  the  emission  of  Bills  of 
Credit. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr. 
Hewes,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due,  tO' 
sundries,  for  expenses  incurred  at  the  Oration  in  memory 
of  General  Montgomery,  the  sum  of  94.3  Dollars  ;  and  that 
the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Doctor  Franklin. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Memorial  from  the  In- 
dian  Traders  at  Montreal  was  referred,  brought  in  their 
Report. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the  Memorial  from  the  Merchants,  Traders,  and 
others,  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  the  Memorial  of  Ed- 
mund Custis,  the  Letters'from  the  Committees  oi  Accomack 
and  Northampton,  the  Letters  from  General  Washington, 
and  the  state  of  the  Trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

And  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed 
the  chair ;  and  Mr.  Ward,  reported,  that  the  Committee  had 
taken  into  consideration  some  of  the  matters  referred  to  them, 
but  not  having  come  to  any  resolution,  they  desired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  matters  heretofore  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  W.  Livingston  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Resolu- 
tion for  appointing  a  Fast ;  which  was  granted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  directed  to 
purchase  the  Armed  Vessel  now  in  the  River  Delaware,  on 
the  most  reasonable  terms,  for  the  service  of  the  Continent, 
and  that  her  destination  be  left  to  the  said  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  Horses  of  Aids-de- 
Camp,  when  travelling  in  the  publick  service,  be  charged 
to  the  account  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  March  14,  1776. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  General  Lee 
respecting  the  defence  oi  New- York,  brought  in  their  Re- 
port, which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  eight  thousand  Men  be  ordered  for  the 
defence  of  the  Colony  of  iVew-zorfc. 

Resolved,  That  Orders  issue  to  Colonel  Irvine,  Colonel 
Shee,  and  Colonel  Magaw,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Ti-oops, 
and  to  Colonel  Dayton,  of  the  New- Jersey  Troops,  to  march 
immediately,  with  their  respective  Battalions,  to  New-  York, 
and  to  put  themselves  under  the  direction  of  the  command- 
ing officer  there. 

A  Letter  from  General  Prescott,  of  the  14th,  was  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Prisoners  be  directed 
to  confer  with  General  Prescott  on  the  subject  of  his  Letter, 
and  report  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Assem- 
blies, Conventions,  and  Committees  or  Councils  of  Safety  of 
the  United  Colonies,  immediately  to  cause  all  persons  to  be 
disarmed  in  their  respective  Colonies  who  are  notoriously- 
disaffected  to  the  cause  of  America,  or  who  have  not  asso- 
ciated, and  shall  refuse  to  associate,  to  defend,  by  arms, 
these  United  Colonies  against  the  hostile  attempts  of  the 
Rritish  Fleets  and  Armies ;  and  to  apply  the  Arms  taken 
from  such  persons  in  each  respective  Colony,  in  the  first 
place  to  the  arming  the  Continental  Troops  raised  in  said' 
Colony;  in  the  next,  to  the  arming  such  Troops  as  are 
raised  by  the  Colony  for  its  own  defence ;  and  the  residue 
to  be  applied  to  the  arming  the  Associators ;  that  the  Arms, 
when  taken,  be  appraised  by  indifferent  persons,  and  such 
as  are  applied  to  the  arming  the  Continental  Troops  be 
paid  for  by  the  Congress,  and  the  residue  by  the  respective 
Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils  or  Committees  of 
Safety. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Resolve  be  trans- 
mitted, by  the  Delegates  of  each  Colony,  to  their  respec- 
tive Assemblies,  Conventions,  or  Councils  or  Committees  of 
Safety. 
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Tlie  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  HWiam  Hencher,  for  Wagon-hire,  in  conveying  Cap- 
tain Stevenson's  Baggage,  &.C.,  to  Cambridge,  the  sum  of 
58.3  Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Moses 
Hunter ; 

To  Rachel  Stilk,  for  boarding  several  Officers,  Prisonci-s, 
to  the  8th  of  March  instant,  the  sum  of  224.7  Dollars  ; 

To  Joseph  Fineur,  for  five  hundred  and  eleven  tin  Car- 
uidge-Boxes,  the  sum  of  221.4  Dollars. 

Ordered,  The  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-moiTow. 

Friday,  March  15,  1776. 

Sundry  Ijctters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read,  viz :  One  from  General  Washington,  of  the  7th, 
whh  two  papers  enclosed,  with  a  number  of  intercepted 
Letters;  two  from  lx)rd  Stirling,  of  the  12th  and  13th  ;  one 
from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Allen,  of  the  13th  ;  one  from  the 
Convention  of  Netp-  York ;  and  one  fi-om  General  Schuyler, 
of  the  6th. 

Resohed,  That  the  expenses  of  the  Horses  of  General 
Officers,  when  travelling  in  the  service  of  the  Continent, 
be  defrayed  by  the  United  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr.  Franklin  call 
on  General  Lee,  and  direct  him  immediately  to  repair  to 
the  Southern  Department,  and  take  the  command  of  the 
forces  there. 

Resolved,  That  four  Muskets  and  Bayonets  be  lent  to 
the  Delegates  of  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  guards  that 
accompany  the  Powder  sent  to  that  Colony. 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  New-  York ; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Committee 
had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter  to  them  refeired,  and 
had  come  to  certain  Resolutions  ;  which,  being  read,  were 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Nelson,  with  his  Rifle  Company, 
be  directed  immediately  to  repair  to  New-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governour  of  Connecticut,  the  Con- 
ventions, and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  New- 
York  and  New-Jersey,  be  requested  to  hold  their  Militia  in 
readiness  to  march  in  such  numbers,  and  at  such  times,  for 
the  defence  of  New- York ^  as  the  Continental  Commander 
at  New-York  shall  desire;  and  that  the  pay  of  the  Militias 
called  to  the  defence  of  New-  York  be  the  same  as  that  of 
the  Continental  Troops  raised  and  employed  in  the  Middle 
Department,  to  commence  from  the  time  they  begin  their 
march. 

Resolved,  That  Lord  Stirling  be  directed  to  order  the 
Troops  destined  for  Canada  to  proceed  on  their  march, 
agreeable  to  their  former  orders. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March  16,  1776. 
A  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  of  the  14th,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  General  Orders  for  the  defence  of  New- York,  was  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  Lord  Stirling,  di- 
recting him  immediately  to  send  forward  the  Powder  destined 
for  Cambridge,  unless  he  has  received  express  advice  from 
General  Washington  that  the  enemy's  Fleet  and  Army  have 
sailed  out  of  the  Harbour  of  Boston. 

Resohed,  That  the  Account  of  Mr.  Price,  of  Canada,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Petition  from  Coquataginta,  or  Captain  White-Eyes, 
was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
three.  The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  L.  Morris,  Mr.  Wilson, 
and  Mv.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Duncan  Campbell,  a  prisoner  at 
Lancaster,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia,  to  meet 
his  wife  and  children,  apd  there  reside  till  further  orders. 

Mr.  W.  Livingston,  pursuant  to  leave  granted,  brought  in 
a  Resolution  for  appointing  a  Fast,  which  was  agreed  to,  as 
Jbllows : 


In  times  of  impending  calamity  and  distress,  when  the  li- 
berties of  America  arc  imminently  endangered  by  the  secret 
machinations  and  open  assaults  of  an  insidious  and  vindictive 
Administration,  it  becomes  the  indispensable  duty  of  these 
hitherto  free  and  happy  Colonies,  with  true  penitence  of 
heart,  and  the  most  reverent  devotion,  publickly  to  acknow- 
ledge the  oven'uling  Providence  of  God ;  to  confess  and 
deplore  our  offences  against  him ;  and  to  supplicate  his  in- 
terposition for  averting  the  threatened  danger,  and  prosper- 
ing our  strenuous  efforts  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  virtue,  and 
posterity. 

The  Congress,  therefore,  considering  the  warlike  prepara- 
tions of  the  British  Ministry  to  subvert  our  invaluable  rights 
and  privileges,  and  to  reduce  us  by  fire  and  sword,  by  the 
savages  of  the  wilderness,  and  our  own  doniesticks,  to  the 
most  abject  and  ignominious  bondage  ;  desirous,  at  the 
same  time,  to  have  people  of  all  ranks  and  degrees  duly  im- 
pressed with  a  solemn  sense  of  God's  superintending  Provi- 
dence, and  of  their  duty  devoutly  to  rely,  in  all  their  lawful 
enterprises,  on  His  aid  and  direction,  do  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  Friday,  the  17th  day  oi  May  next,  be  observed 
by  the  said  Colonies  as  a  day  of  Humiliation,  Fasting,  and 
Prayer:  that  we  may,  with  united  hearts,  confess  and  be- 
wail our  manifold  sins  and  transgressions,  and,  by  a  sincere 
repentance  and  amendment  of  life,  appease  His  righteous 
displeasure,  and,  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus 
Christ,  obtain  His  pardon  and  forgiveness ;  humbly  imjjlor- 
ing  His  assistance  to  frustrate  the  cruel  purposes  of  our  un- 
natural enemies,  and,  by  inclining  their  hearts  to  justice 
and  benevolence,  prevent  the  further  effusion  of  kindred 
blood.  But  if,  continuing  deaf  to  the  voice  of  reason  and 
humanity,  and  inflexibly  bent  on  desolation  and  war,  they 
constrain  us  to  repel  their  hostile  invasions  by  open  resist- 
ance, that  it  may  please  the  Lord  of  Hosts  and  the  God 
of  Armies,  to  animate  our  officers  and  soldiers  with  invinci- 
ble fortitude,  to  guard  atid  protect  them  in  the  day  of  battle, 
and  to  crown  the  Continental  arms,  by  sea  and  land,  with 
victory  and  success ;  earnestly  beseeching  Him  to  bless  our 
civil  rulers,  and  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  in  their  se- 
veral Assemblies  and  Conventions;  to  preserve  and  strength- 
en their  union,  to  inspire  them  with  an  ardent,  disinterested 
love  of  their  country ;  to  give  wisdom  and  stability  to  their 
councils ;  and  direct  them  to  the  most  efficacious  measures 
for  establishing  the  rights  of  America  on  the  most  honour- 
able and  permanent  basis ;  that  He  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  bless  all  His  people  in  these  Colonies  with  health 
and  plenty,  and  grant  that  a  spirit  of  incorruptible  patriot- 
ism, and  of  pure,  undefiled  religion,  may  universally  prevail ; 
and  this  Continent  be  speedily  restored  to  the  blessings  of 
peace  and  liberty,  and  enabled  to  transmit  them  inviolate  to 
the  latest  posterity.  And  it  is  recommended  to  Christians 
of  all  denominations,  to  assemble  for  publick  worship,  and 
abstain  from  servile  labour,  on  the  said  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolve  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  another  Brigadier-General  be  appointed 
in  the  Continental  Army. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  the  Baron  De 
Woedtke  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  Frederick  William  Baron  De  Woedtke, 
appointed  a  Brigadier-General  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
Colonies,  be  ordered  immediately  to  repair  to  New-York, 
there  to  remain  until  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  go  into 
Canada  shall  reach  that  Colony  ;  and  that  he  be  directed  to 
join  and  accompany  them  into  Canada,  and  there  serve 
under  the  command  of  the  Continental  Troops  in  that  Pro- 
vince. 

Resolved,  That  Carpenter  Wharton,  Commissary,  con- 
tinue, agreeable  to  his  Contract,  to  supply  with  Rations  the 
Pennsylvania  Battalions  serving  in  New-  York. 

A  Petition  from  Joseph  Blewer  and  Daniel  Robinson  was 
presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Congress. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the  Me- 
morial from  the  Merchants,  Traders,  and  others,  inhabitants 
of  Philadelphia  ;  the  Memorial  from  Edmund  Custis ;  the 
Letters  from  the  Committees  of  Accomack  and  Northamp- 
ton ;  and  the  Petition  li:om  Joseph  Blewer  and  Daniel  Ro- 
binson, &.C. 
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And  after  some  time,  the  President  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Comnultee  have  had 
under  consideration  the  matters  to  them  referred  ;  but  not 
having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  matters  referred  to  them. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  March  18,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers  be  directed  to  lay  on  the 
table  an  account  of  the  Silver  and  Gold  Coin  in  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Resolved,  That  Monsieur  Arundel  be  directed  to  repair 
to  the  Southern  Department,  and  put  himself  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Lee  ;  and  that  General  Lee,  if  he  find  him 
capable,  be  directed  to  employ  him  in  the  Artillery  service. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers  in 
favour  of  James  Mease,  Commissary,  for  the  sum  of  20,000 
Dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  procuring  necessaries,  and  to 
the  payment  of  the  subsistence  of  the  Pennsylvania  Batta- 
lions ;  and  that  the  Colonels  be  directed  to  account  with  Mr. 
Mease  for  the  several  sums  advanced  to  them. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  fur- 
ther consideration  the  Memorial  from  the  Merchants,  Tra- 
ders, and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia ;  the 
Memorial  of  Edmund  Custis ;  the  Letters  from  the  Commit- 
tees o{ Accomack  and  Northampton;  and  the  Petition  of 
Joseph  Blewer  and  Daniel  Robinson ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Harrison  reported  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  matters  to  them  referred,  and  have  come  to 
sundry  Resolutions ;  but  that,  not  having  concluded,  they 
desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Henry  not  having  accepted  the  commission  of  Colo- 
nel, the  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Colonel  for 
the  B'irst  Virginia  Battalion  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 

William  Christian,  Esq.,  formerly  Lieutenant-Colonel  in 
said  Battalion,  was  elected  Colonel ;  and 

Francis  Eppes,  Esq.,  formerly  Major,  was  elected  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel ;  and 

John  Green,  Esq.,  was  elected  Major. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  Memorials  of  the  Merchants,  Tra- 
ders, and  others,  inhabitants  o(  Philadelphia  ;  the  Memorial 
o{  Edmund  Custis,  Sic. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  19,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Monsieur  Dohicky  Arundel  be  appointed 
a  Captain  of  Artillery  in  the  Continental  service. 

That  General  Lee  be  directed  to  set  on  foot  the  raising  a 
Company  of  Artillery,  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
Convention  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia  to  appoint 
the  other  officers  of  the  said  Company  of  Artillery. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Dayton,  of  the  15th,  was  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  pro- 
curing Muskets. 

A  Letter  of  the  17th,  from  the  Convention  of  New- Jersey, 
was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Woolverton,  with  his  Company, 
be  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and  that 
he  be  directed  to  repair,  with  his  Company,  as  soon  as  pro- 
perly armed  and  accoutred,  to  New-York,  and  put  himself 
under  the  commanding  officer  there ;  and  that  the  pay  of 
Captain  Woolverton's  Company  commence  from  the  time 
they  are  provided  with  arms  and  accoutrements. 

A  Letter  from  Colonel  Bekstre,  of  the  16th,  a  Canadian 
Prisoner,  and  sundry  Letters  from  Cameron  and  Smith,  were 
read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Prisoners. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sup- 


ply Captain  Barry,  of  the  Brig  Lexington,  with  one  ton  of 
Powder. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
state  and  situation  of  the  Prisoners  at  Trenton,  report  there- 
on as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  250,000  Dollars  be  sent  to  the 
Paymaster-General,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  General  Washington. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  50,000  Dollars  be  sent  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  under  his  commandL 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Instructions,  &c.,  to 
the  Commissioners  going  to  Canada,  brought  in  a  draft  of 
further  Instructions,  and  of  a  Commission,  which  were  read. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  fur- 
ther consideration  the  Memorial  from  the  Merchants,  Tra- 
ders, and  othei-s,  inhabitants  o{  Philadelphia,  the  Memorial 
from  Edmund  Custis ;  the  Letters  from  the  Committees  of 
Accomack  and  Northampton ;  and  the  Petition  of  Joseph 
Blewer  and  Daniel  Robinson ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harri- 
son reported  that  the  Committee  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  had  come  to  sundry 
Resolutions ;  which  he  delivered  in. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  being  read,  was  agreed  to, 
and  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants' of  these  Colonies  be  per- 
mitted to  fit  out  Armed  Vessels  to  cruise  on  the  enemies  of 
these  United  Colonies. 

That  all  Ships,  and  other  Vessels,  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  and  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  be- 
longing to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain, 
taken  on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high  and  low  water 
mark,  by  any  Armed  Vessel  fitted  out  by  any  private  per- 
son or  persons,  and  to  whom  commissions  shall  be  granted, 
and  being  libelled  and  prosecuted  in  any  court  erected  for 
the  trial  of  maritime  affairs,  in  any  of  these  Colonies,  shall 
be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  lawful  prize,  and  condemned 
to  and  for  the  use  of  the  owner  or  owners,  and  the  officers, 
marines,  and  mariners,  of  such  vessel,  according  to  such  rules 
and  proportions  as  they  shall  agree  on. 

Provided  always,  That  this  resolution  shall  not  extend, 
or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any  vessel  bringing  settlers, 
arms,  ammunition,  or  warlike  stores,  to  and  for  the  use  of 
these  Colonies,  or  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  who  are 
friends  to  the  American  cause,  or  to  such  warlike  stores,  or 
to  the  effects  of  such  settlers. 

That  all  Ships  or  Vessels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  belonging  to 
any  inhabitant  of  Great  Britain  as  aforesaid,  which  shall 
be  taken  by  any  of  the  Vessels  of  War  of  these  United 
Colonies,  shall  be  deemed  forfeited,  one-third  to  the  officers 
and  men  on  board,  and  two-thirds  to  the  use  of  the  United 
Colonies. 

That  all  Ships  or  Vessels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  belonging  to 
any  inhabitant  of  Great  Britain,  as  aforesaid,  which  shall 
be  taken  by  any  Vessel  of  War,  fitted  out  by  and  at  the 
expense  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  shall  be  deemed  for- 
feited, and  divided  in  such  manner  and  proportions  as  the 
Assembly  or  Convention  of  such  Colony  shall  direct. 

Upon  motion  made, 

Resolved,  That  all  Vessels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  and  cargoes,  belonging  to  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  Vessels  which  may  be  em- 
ployed in  carrying  supplies  to  the  Ministerial  armies,  which 
shall  happen  to  be  taken  near  the  shores  of  any  of  these 
Colonies,  by  the  people  of  the  country  or  detachments  from 
the  Army,  shall  be  deemed  lawful  prize;  and  the  Court  of 
Admiralty  within  the  said  Colony  is  required,  on  condemna- 
tion thereof,  to  adjudge  that  all  charges  and  expenses  which 
may  attend  the  capture  and  trial,  be  first  paid  out  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  prize,  and  the  remainder 
equally  divided  among  all  those  who  shall  have  been  actu- 
ally engaged  and  employed  in  taking  the  said  prize :  Pro- 
vided, That  where  any  detachment  of  the  Army  shall  have 
been  employed  as  aforesaid,  their  part  of  the  prize-money 
shall  be  distributed  among  them  in  proportion  to  the  pay  of 
the  officers  and  soldiers  so  employed. 
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Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  tliroe  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  a  Declaration,  pursuant  to  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  lay  the  same  before  Congress. 

The  Members  choseu,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
Wibon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  said  Committee  to 
receive  and  insert  a  clause  or  clauses,  that  "  all  seamen  and 
mariners  on  board  of  merchant-ships  and  vessels,  taken  and 
condemned  as  prizes,  shall,  be  entitled  to  their  pay,  according 
to  the  terms  of  their  contracts,  until  the  time  of  condemna- 
tion." 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letters  and  Queries  from 
Mr.  Mease  were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report;  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  JITiippk  be  appointed  a  Member  of 
the  Marine  Committee,  and  of  the  Committee  for  receiving 
the  applications  and  examining  the  qualifications  of  gentle- 
men applying  for  offices  in  the  Continental  service. 

The  Committee  to  wliom  the  Letters  from  General  Tfash- 
ington,  of  the  14th  and  '26th  of  February  last,  and  the  Let- 
ter from  Lord  Stirling,  of  the  25th  of  the  same  month,  were 
referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read ;  and  the 
same  being  taken  iiito  consideration, 

Resolved,  That  the  first  part  thereof  be  recommitted. 

Resolved,  That  the  value  of  the  Passage-boat  York  be 
made  good  to  Michael  Kearney,  Jun.,  the  owner  thereof,  it 
appearing  that  she  was  impressed  into  the  Continental  ser- 
vice, and  employed  in  taking  the  Ship  Blue-Mountain  Val- 
ley, and,  for  that  reason,  afterwards  seized  and  detained  by 
order  of  Captain  Parker,  Commander  of  the  British  ship- 
of-war  Phenix ;  and  that  Lord  Stirling  be  desired  to  ap- 
point proper  persons  to  value  the  said  boat,  and  report  such 
valuation  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  Member  be  elected  for  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, in  the  ixx)m  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  who  is  absent. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee 
was,  elected. 

Adjourned  till  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  March  30,  1776. 
A  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  of  the  16th,  was  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  three  Members  be  elected  for  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  propriety  of  a  War  Office, 
in  the  room  of  three  who  are  necessarily  absent  by  reason 
of  sickness. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  jR.  H.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  Johnson. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  3,000  Dollars  be  advanced  to 
Colonel  Magaw,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  Fire-Arras 
for  his  Battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Magaw  be  directed  to  have  a 
Pike  or  Spear  made,  and  to  lay  the  same  before  Congress, 
with  an  account  of  the  cost. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Instruc- 
tions and  Commission  to  the  Deputies  or  Commissioners 
appointed  to  go  to  Canada ;  which  being  debated  by  para- 
graplis,  were  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Instructions,  fyc. 

Gentlemen  :  You  are,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  to 
repair  to  Canada,  and  make  known  to  the  people  of  that 
country  die  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  Congress  with  re- 
spect to  them. 

Represent  to  them  that  the  arms  of  the  United  Colonies, 
having  been  carried  into  that  Province  for  the  purpose  of 
frustrating  the  designs  of  the  British  Court  against  our  com- 
mon liberties,  we  expect  not  only  to  defeat  the  hostile  machi- 
nations of  Governour  Carleton  against  us,  but  that  we  shall 
put  it  into  the  power  of  our  Canadian  brethren  to  pursue 
such  measures  for  securing  their  own  freedom  and  happiness, 
as  a  generous  love  of  liberty  and  sound  policy  shall  dictate 
to  them. 

Inform  them  that,  in  our  judgment,  their  interests  and  ours 
are  inseparably  united  ;  that  it  is  impossible  we  can  be  re- 
duced to  a  servile  submission  to  Great  Britain  without  their 
sharing  our  fate ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  shall  obtain, 


as  we  doubt  not  we  shall,  a  full  establishment  of  our  rights, 
it  depends  wholly  on  their  choice  whether  they  will  parti- 
cipate with  us  in  those  blessings,  or  still  remain  subject  to 
every  act  of  tyranny  which  British  Ministers  shall  please  to 
exercise  over  them.  Urge  all  such  arguments  as  your  pru- 
dence shall  suggest,  to  enforce  our  opinion  concerning  the 
mutual  interest  of  the  two  countries,  and  to  convince  them 
of  the  impossibility  of  the  war  being  concluded  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  these  Colonies,  if  we  wisely  and  vigorously 
co-operate  with  each  other. 

To  convince  them  of  the  uprightness  of  our  intentions 
towards  them,  you  are  to  declare,  that  it  is  our  inclination 
that  the  people  of  Canada  may  set  up  such  a  form  of  Go- 
vernment as  will  be  most  likely,  in  their  judgment,  to  pro- 
duce their  happiness  ;  and  you  are,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
to  assure  them,  that  it  is  our  earnest  desire  to  adopt  them 
into  our  Union,  as  a  sister  Colony,  and  to  secure  the  same 
general  system  of  mild  and  equal  laws  for  them  and  for  our- 
selves, with  only  such  local  differences  as  may  be  agreeable 
to  each  Colony  respectively. 

Assure  the  people  of  Canada  that  we  have  no  apprehen- 
sion that  the  French  will  take  any  part  with  Great  Britain  ; 
but  that  it  is  their  interest,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 
their  inclination,  to  cultivate  a  friendly  intercourse  with  these 
Colonies. 

You  are  from  this,  and  such  other  reasons  as  may  appear 
most  proper,  to  urge  the  necessity  the  people  are  under  of 
immediately  taking  some  decisive  step,  to  put  themselves 
under  the  protection  of  the  United  Colonies.  For  expedi- 
ting such  a  measure,  you  are  to  explain  to  them  our  method 
of  collecting  the  sense  of  the  people,  and  conducting  our 
affaire  regularly  by  Committees  of  Observation  and  Inspec- 
tion in  the  several  districts,  and  by  Conventions  and  Com- 
mittees of  Safety  in  the  several  Colonies.  Recommend  these 
modes  to  them.  Explain  to  them  the  nature  and  principles 
of  Government  among  freemen  ;  developing,  in  contrast  to 
these,  the  base,  cruel,  and  insidious  designs  involved  in  the 
late  act  of  Parliament  for  making  a  more  effectual  provision 
for  the  government  of  the  Province  of  Quebeck.  Endea- 
vour to  stimulate  them,  by  motives  of  glory  as  well  as  inte- 
rest, to  assume  a  part  in  a  contest  by  which  they  must  be 
deeply  affected,  and  to  aspire  to  a  portion  of  that  power 
by  which  they  are  ruled,  and  not  to  remain  the  mere  spoils 
and  prey  of  conquerors  and  lords. 

You  are  further  to  declare,  that  we  hold  sacred  the  rights 
of  conscience,  and  may  promise  to  the  whole  people,  solemnly 
in  our  name,  the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  reli- 
gion ;  and,  to  the  clergy,  the  full,  perfect,  and  peaceable  pos- 
session and  enjoyment  of  all  their  estates  ;  that  the  govern- 
ment of  everything  relating  to  their  religion  and  clergy  shall 
be  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  good  people  of  that  Pro- 
vince, and  such  Legislature  as  they  shall  constitute ;  provi- 
ded, however,  that  all  other  denominations  of  Christians  be 
equally  entitled  to  hold  offices,  and  enjoy  civil  privileges, 
and  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  be  totally  exempt 
from  the  payment  of  any  tithes  or  taxes  for  the  support  of 
any  religion. 

Inform  them  that  you  are  vested,  by  this  Congress,  with 
full  powers  to  effect  these  purposes ;  and,  therefore,  press 
them  to  have  a  complete  representation  of  the  people  assem- 
bled in  Convention,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  delibe- 
rate concerning  the  establishment  of  a  form  of  Government, 
and  a  union  with  the  United  Colonies.  As  to  the  terms  of 
the  union,  insist  on  the  propriety  of  their  being  similar  to 
those  on  which  the  other  Colonies  unite.  Should  they 
object  to  this,  report  to  this  Congress  the  objections,  and  the 
terms  on  which  alone  they  will  come  into  our  Union.  Should 
they  agree  to  our  terms,  you  are  to  promise,  in  the  names  of 
the  United  Colonies,  that  we  will  defend  and  protect  the 
people  of  Canada  against  all  enemies,  in  the  same  manner 
as  we  will  defend  and  protect  any  of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  establish  a  free  press,  and  to  give  directions 
for  the  frequent  publication  of  such  pieces  as  may  be  of  ser- 
vice to  the  cause  of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  to  setde  all  disputes  between  the  Canadians  and 
the  Continental  Troops,  and  to  make  such  regulations  rela- 
ting thereto,  as  you  shall  judge  proper. 

You  are  to  make  strict  and  impartial  inquiry  into  the  cause 
of  the  imprisonment  of  Colonel  Du  Fee,  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel JSefeu,  Major  St.  George  Du  Pree,  and  Major  Gray, 
officei-s  of  the  Militia,  and  of  John  Fraser,  Esquire,  late  a 
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Judge  of  the  Police  at  Montreal,  and  take  such  orders  con- 
cerning them  as  you  shall  judge  most  proper. 

In  reforming  any  abuses  you  may  observe  in  Canada, 
establishing  and  enforcing  regulations  for  preservation  of 
peace  and  good  order  there,  and  composing  differences  be- 
tween the  Troops  of  the  United  Colonies  and  the  Canw 
dians,  all  officers  and  soldiers  are  required  to  yield  obedience 
to  you  ;  and,  to  enforce  the  decisions  that  you  or  any  two  of 
you  may  make,  you  are  empowered  to  suspend  any  military 
officer  from  the  exercise  of  his  commission,  till  the  pleasure 
of  the  Congress  shall  be  known,  if  you,  or  any  two  of  you 
shall  think  it  expedient. 

You  are  also  empowered  to  sit  and  vote  as  members  of 
Councils  of  War,  in  directing  fortifications  and  defences  to 
be  made,  or  to  be  demolished,  by  land  or  by  water ;  and  to 
draw  orders  on  the  President  for  any  sums  of  money,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  the  whole,  to 
defray  the  expense  of  the  works. 

Lastly,  you  are,  by  all  the  means  you  can  use,  to  promote 
the  execution,  of  the  resolutions  now  made,  or  hereafter  to 
be  made,  in  Congress. 

On  motion  made.  Resolved,  That  the  following  additional 
Instructions  be  given  to  the  Commissioners  aforesaid : 

You  are  empowered  and  directed  to  promote  and  encour- 
age the  trade  of  Canada  with  the  Indian  nations,  and  to 
grant  passports  for  the  carrying  it  on  as  far  as  it  may  consist 
with  the  safety  of  the  troops,  and  the  publick  good. 

You  are  also  directed  and  authorized  to  assure  the  inha- 
bitants of  Canada,  that  their  commerce  with  foreign  nations 
shall,  in  all  respects,  be  put  upon  an  equal  footing  with,  and 
encouraged  and  protected  in  the  same  manner,  as  the  trade 
of  the  United  Colonies. 

You  are  also  directed  to  use  every  wise  and  prudent  mea- 
sure to  introduce  and  give  credit  and  circulation  to  the  Con- 
tinental money  in  Canada. 

In  case  the  former  resolution  of  Congress  respecting  the 
English  American  Troops  in  Canada  has  not  been  carried 
into  effect,  you  are  directed  to  use  your  best  endeavours  for 
forming  a  battalion  of  the  New-  York  Troops  in  that  country, 
and  to  appoint  the  Field  and  other  officers  out  of  the  gentle- 
men who  have  continued  there  during  the  campaign,  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  ranks  and  merit ;  and,  if  it  should 
be  found  impracticable,  you  are  to  direct  such  of  them  as  are 
provided  for  in  the  four  battalions  now  raising  in  New-  York, 
to  repair  to  their  respective  corps.  To  enable  you  to  carry 
this  resolution  into  effect,  you  are  furnished  with  blank  com- 
missions, signed  by  the  President. 

Resolved,  That  the  Memorial  from  the  Indian  Traders, 
residing  at  Montreal,  be  delivered  to  the  Commissioners 
going  to  Canada. 

The  draft  of  the  Commission  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hampshire, 
&c.,  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.  D.,  Member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  F.  F.  S.  &c.,  &c., 
&;c.,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony  of  Pennsylvania ; 
Samuel  Chase,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Delegates  of  the  Colony 
of  Maryland,  and  Charles  Carroll  of  Carrollton,  of  the 
said  Colony  of  Maryland,  Esq.,  greeting  : 

Know  ye,  That  we,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence 
in  your  zeal,  fidelity,  abilities,  and  assiduity,  do,  by  these 
presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you,  or  any  two  of  you, 
Commissioners  for  and  on  behalf  of  us,  and  all  the  people 
of  the  United  Colonies,  whom  we  represent,  to  promote,  or 
to  form  a  union  between  the  said  Colonies  and  the  people  of 
Canada,  according  to  the  instructions  herewith  delivered 
you,  and  such  as  you  may  hereafter  receive  ;  and  to  execute 
all  such  matters  and  things  as  you  are  or  shall  be  directed 
by  your  said  instructions  ;  and  we  do  require  all  officei-s,  sol- 
diers, and  others,  who  may  facilitate  your  negotiation,  or 
promote  the  success  thereof,  to  aid  and  assist  you  therein ; 
and  you  are  from  time  to  time  to  transmit  and  report  your 
proceedings  to  Congress.  This  Commission  to  continue  in 
force  till  revoked  by  this  or  a  future  Congress. 

Dated  at  Philadelphia,  this day  of 

By  order  of  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Chase, 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Wrixon,  to  examine  into 
his  military  abilities,  and  inquire  -whether  he  is  willing  to 


engage  in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  and  report  to 
Congress. 

Colonel  St.  Clair  having  informed  Congress  that  Michael 
Ilufnagel,  appointed  a  First  Lieutenant,  and  Jajnes  O'Hara 
and  Abel  Morris,  appinted  Ensigns  in  his  Battalion,  have 
declined  to  accept  their  Commissions,  the  Committee  on 
Qualifications  recommended  Thomas  Butler  in  the  room  of 
M.  Hufnagel,  George  McCulloch  in  the  room  of  Jamet 
O'Hara,  and  George  Ross  in  the  room  of  Ahel  Morris. 

Resolved,  That  Commissions  be  granted  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony 
of  New-Jersey  be  desired  to  remove  the  Prisoners  from 
Trenton,  to  such  place  or  places  in  that  Colony  as  may  be 
thought  convenient,  at  a  proper  distance  from  the  sea  and 
post-roads,  subject  to  the  regulations  formerly  made  respect- 
ing Prisoners. 

Resolved,  That  all  Officers,  prisoners,  who  shall  refuse 
to  subscribe  the  Parole  ordered  by  Congress,  be  committed 
to  Prison. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  promote  the  making  of  Mus- 
kets, &,c.,  to  whom  part  of  Colonel  Dayton's  Letter  respect- 
ing the  quality  of  the  Arms  taken  by  Colonel  Heard,  on 
Long-Island,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which 
was  read ;  whereupon,  the  Congress  canrie  to  the  following 
Resolution : 

Whereas  in  the  execution  of  the  resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  14th  of  March,  respecting  the  disarming  of  disaffected 
persons,  many  Fire-Arms  may  be  taken  which  may  not  be 
fit  to  arm  any  of  the  Troops  mentioned  therein: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  all  the  Fire-Arms  so  taken, 
being  appraised  according  to  said  resolve,  none  of  them  shall 
be  paid  for  but  those  that  are  fit  for  the  use  of  such  Troops, 
or  that  may  conveniently  be  so  made,  and  the  remainder 
shall  be  safely  kept  by  the  said  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety,  for  the  owners,  to  be  de- 
livered to  them  when  the  Congress  shall  direct. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  published. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  best  ways  and 
means  of  supplying  the  Army  in  Canada  with  Provisions 
and  necessaries,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration  till 
to-morrow. 

A  Petition  of  John  Secord  was  presented  to  Congress  and 
read,  and  the  consideration  thereof,  at  the  request  of  a  Co- 
lony, was  deferred  till  to-mon-ow. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due. 

To  Abraham  Hunt,  for  Provisions,  Fire-wood,  &c.,  to 
the  Prisoners  at  Trenton,  and  for  Horse-hire  for  the  publick 
service,  the  sum  of  607.6  Dollars  ; 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  Esq.,  for  necessaries  furnished  the 
Rifle  Companies,  the  sum  of  129.7  Dollars,  of  which  sum, 
44.3  Dollars  are  to  be  charged  to  Captain  Hendricks,  and 
65  dollars  to  Captain  Chambers ; 

To  sundries,  on  certificates  for  necessaries  furnished  to 
one  of  the  Rifle  Companies,  the  sum  of  122.5  Dollars,  of 
which  sum  101.4  Dollars,  being  for  Rifles,  &;c.,  furnished  to 
Captain  Cluggage's  Company,  to  be  charged  to  said  Com- 
pany ;  the  amount  of  the  certificates  to  be  paid  to  Bernard 
Dougherty,  Esq. ; 

To  William  Bauseman,  for  Provisions,  fee,  furnished  the 
Prisoners  in  Lancaster,  the  sum  of  1528.8  Dollars  ; 

To  the  Committee  of  Frederick,  the  sum  of  52.7  Dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Johnson,  Esq. ; 

To  Francis  Lee,  for  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  Meals 
dieting  of  General  Lee's  Guard,  the  sum  of  48.3  Dollars ; 

To  Conrad  Ulster,  for  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  Meals 
dieting  the  said  men,  19  Dollars  ; 

To  Mary  Bryant,  for  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  Meals 
dieting  the  said  men,  28  Dollars  ; 

To  Ann  Todd,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Meals  diet- 
ing the  said  men,  the  sum  of  15.8  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  March  21,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  7th,  from  General  Schuyler,  with  a  Return 
of  the  Forces  before  Quebeck,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and 
read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom 
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the  former  Letters  fiom  the  General  were  committed,  viz : 
Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  General  Washington  be  directed  to  send 
an  account  of  the  Troops  in  his  Camp,  who  are  deficient  in 
Arms,  to  tl)e  several  Assemblies  or  Conventions  of  the  Co- 
lonies to  which  those  men  belong ;  and  request  them  to  send 
a  sufficient  number  of  Arms  for  the  men  coming  from  the 
respective  Colonies,  and  that  if  Arms  cannot  be  procured, 
such  as  have  not  Arms  be  dismissed  the  service. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania 
be  requested  to  employ  some  trusty  persons  in  each  County, 
to  purchase  as  many  good  Muskets  as  will  be  sufficient  to 
arm  the  Battalions  raised  in  said  Colony;  and  that  they 
exert  their  utmost  diligence  in  procuring  the  said  Arms 
speedily,  and  on  the  most  reasonable  terms ;  that  an  order 
for  12,000  Dollars  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers,  in  favour 
of  said  Committee,  to  pay  for  the  Arms,  the  said  Committee 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  600  Dollars  be  sent  to  Colonel 
Charles  Stewart,  and  that  he  be  desired  to  muster  Captain 
Woolvcrton's  Company,  and  when  he  finds  them  properly 
armed,  accoutred,  and  ready  to  march,  to  furnish  them  with 
necessaries,  and  to  expedite  their  march  to  Neio-Yorlc, 
agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Congress ;  Mr.  Stewart  to  be  ac- 
countable for  the  money  put  into  his  hands. 

Resolved,  That  Monsieur  le  Chevalier  de  St.  Aulaire  be 
permitted  to  raise  an  Independent  Company  of  Rangers  in 
Canada,  with  the  pay  of  a  Captain  ;  or,  in  case  he  shall  not 
be  able  to  raise  such  a  Company,  that  he  be  recommended 
to  the  commanding  officer  in  Canada,  to  be  employed  in 
such  service  there  as  may  be  thought  suitable  to  his  genius 
and  ability. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safe- 
ty, and  Committees  of  Correspondence  and  Inspection,  that 
they  exert  their  utmost  endeavours  to  promote  the  culture  of 
Hemp,  Flax,  and  Cotton,  and  the  growth  of  Wool,  in  tliese 
United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Assem- 
blies, Conventions,  and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety, 
that  they  take  the  earliest  measures  for  erecting  and  esta- 
blishing, in  each  and  every  Colony,  a  Society  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce,  and 
to  maintain  a  Correspondence  between  such  Societies,  tliat 
the  rich  and  numerous  natural  advantages  of  this  country,  for 
supporting  its  inhabitants,  may  not  be  neglected. 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  said  Assemblies,  Con- 
ventions, and  Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety,  that  they 
forthwith  consider  of  ways  and  means  of  introducing  the 
manufactures  of  Duck  and  Sail  Cloth,  and  Steel,  into  such 
Colonies  where  they  are  not  now  understood,  and  of  encour- 
aging, increasing  and  improving  them  where  they  are. 

Ordered,  That  the  last  three  Resolutions  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
superintend  the  Printing  the  Journals  of  Congress  ;  and  that, 
if  the  present  Printer  cannot  execute  the  work  with  sufficient 
expedition,  they  be  empowered  to  employ  another  Printer. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Harrison,  and 
Mr.  Allen. 

Colonel  Magaw,  agreeable  to  the  Order  of  yesterday, 
sent  to  Congress  two  samples  of  Spears. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  22,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  13th,  from  General  Washington,  enclos- 
ing the  Proceedings  of  a  Council  of  War ;  also,  a  Letter  from 
Lord  Stirling,  of  the  19th,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read. 

A  Petition  from  Thoroivgood  Smith,  and  others,  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  and  read,  setting  forth,  that  they  have 
procured  a  Vessel,  and  raised  money  to  fit  her  out  as  a  Pri- 
vateer, in  order  to  cruise  and  guard  the  Coast  of  Virginia, 
and  praying  that  a  Commission  be  granted  to  William  Ship- 
pen,  to  whom  they  propose  to  give  the  command  of  said 
Vessel ;  and  further,  that  the  Congress  will  grant  them  a 
small  quantity  of  Powder,  upon  their  making  satisfaction 
for  the  same : 


Resolved,  That  a  Commission  be  granted  to  William 
Shippen,  as  Captain  of  the  above-mentioned  Vessel,  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
Captain  William  Shippen  three  hundred  pounds  of  Powder, 
for  the  use  of  his  Vessel. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Declaration  pur- 
suant to  certain  Resolutions,  brought  in  a  draft ;  which  was 
read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  John  Secord  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Penn,  Mr.  E.  Rutledge,  and 
Mr.  Jay. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

On  account  of  expenses  in  convoying  Powder,  the  sum 
of  8.3  Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  John 
Morton,  Esquire ; 

To  Matthias  Slough,  for  Provisions  furnished  the  Prison- 
ers in  Lancaster,  the  sum  of  226.8  Dollars ; 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  for  sundry  articles  omitted  in  the 
account  of  expenses  at  the  Treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at 
Fort-Pitt,  the  sum  of  90.5  Dollars ; 

To  sundries,  on  certificates  for  necessaries  furnished  to 
Captain  Stevenson^s  Company  in  Virginia,  the  sum  of  58.3 
Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy 
Matlack,  of  which  14.7  Dollars,  being  for  a  Rifle,  to  be 
charged  to  Captain  Stevenson. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  750  Dollars  be  advanced  to 
the  Baron  De  Woedtke,  he  to  be  accountable  out  of  his 
pay. 

Resolved,  That  the  rank  of  all  such  Officers  in  the  Con- 
tinental Army  as  held  similar  Commissions  in  that  service 
before  the  term  of  tlieir  late  appointment  expired,  be  settled 
by  the  dates  of  their  former,  and  not  their  present  Commis- 
sions. 

The  Assembly  of  the  Counties  on  Delaware,  having  re- 
commended a  gentleman  to  be  Major  of  the  Battalion  order- 
ed to  be  raised  in  that  Colony,  in  the  room  of  John  Mac- 
pherson,  Jun.,  Esquire,  who  fell  before  (^ucbeclc,  and  never 
received  his  Commission,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  the 
election ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined, 

Thomas  McDonough  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  12,000  Dollars  be  drawn 
on  the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  the  Committee  o(  Safety  of 
Delaware  Government,  for  the  use  of  the  Battalion  raised 
in  that  Colony,  the  said  Committee  to  be  accountable. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Declaration 
brought  in  by  the  Committee  ;  and,  after  debate,  the  further 
consideration  thereof,  at  the  request  of  a  Colony,  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  publish  the  substance  of 
the  Letters  received  from  the  Camp  at  Cambridge. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  empowered  to 
dispose  of  the  Coal  on  board  of  the  Blue-Moxmtain  Valley, 
in  such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  most  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  Colonies. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March  23,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  James  Young  was  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read,  requesting  that  his  son  John,  who  eloped  from  him 
last  January,  and  got  on  board  the  Phenix  ship-of-war,  but  is 
now  fortunately  a  Prisoner  in  JSew-Yor-Jc,  may  be  permitted, 
on  his  parole,  to  reside  at  the  estate  of  his  late  grandfather, 
Doctor  Grame  : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Youitg's  request  be  granted. 

A  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling,  of  the  18th,  enclosing  a 
Letter  from  Williain  De  Hart,  and  a  Letter  from  the  Cap- 
tains and  Subalterns  of  the  First  New- Jersey  Battalion ; 
also,  a  Memorial  from  Thomas  Scott,  of  Hunterdon,  desiring 
that  he  may  be  appointed  a  Captain  of  a  Company  of  Ran- 
gers ;  and  a  Letter  from  S.  Badlam,  were  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Qualifications. 
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Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  30,000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Thomas  Lowry,  Commissary,  for 
the  use  of  the  New-Jersey  Battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  2700  Dollars  be  advanced  to 
Mr.  T.  McKean,  he  to  get  the  same  exchanged  for  specie, 
and  pay  the  same  into  the  Treasury. 

The  Committee  on  Qualifications  having  recommended 
Peter  Scull  to  be  a  Brigade-Major  in  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies,  in  the  Middle  Department ; 

Joseph  Davenport  to  be  a  Captain,  in  the  Third  Penn- 
sylvania Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Scull ; 

Evan  Edwards  to  be  a  Captain  in  said  Battalion,  in  the 
room  of  Mr.  Alice,  who  has  resigned  ; 

William  Tilton  to  be  a  First  Lieutenant  in  said  Battalion, 
in  the  room  of  Evan  Edward ; 

Garret  Steddiford  to  be  an  Ensign  in  the  said  Battalion  ; 

And  having  also  recommended  the  following  persons  for 
Colonel  Irvine's  Battalion,  viz  : 

Robert  Wilson  to  be  a  First  Lieutenant,  in  the  room  of 
William  McCleland,  resigned  ; 

John  Alexander  to  be  a  First  Lieutenant,  in  the  room  of 
Robert  White,  resigned  ; 

Andrew  Irvine  to  be  a  Second  Lieutenant,  in  the  room 
of  John  Alexander ; 

Neeper,  an  Ensign  in  the  room  ofJohn  Murray, 

who  has  resigned ; 

Resolved,  That  Commissions  be  granted  to  them  accord- 
ingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  3200  Dollars,  in  specie,  be 
advanced  to  Mr.  Cole,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  in  Canada,  for  the  service  of  the  Continent, 
and  that  he  be  desired  to  proceed  thither  immediately. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Dr.  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attendance  on  the  Second 
and  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Battalions,  the  sum  of  67.6  Dol- 
lars ; 

To  Colonel  Nathaniel  Heard,  for  expenses  in  the  expe- 
dition against  the  Tories  on  Long-Island,  the  sum  of  216L6 
Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Declara- 
tion ;  which  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Whereas  the  Petitions  of  the  L^nited  Colonies  to  the  King, 
for  the  redress  of  great  and  manifest  grievances,  have  not 
only  been  rejected,  but  treated  with  scorn  and  contempt, 
and  the  opposition  to  designs  evidently  formed  to  reduce 
them  to  a  state  of  servile  subjection,  and  their  necessary 
defence  against  the  hostile  forces  actually  employed  to  sub- 
due them,  declared  rebellion  :  And  whereas  an  unjust  war 
hath  been  commenced  against  them,  which  the  commanders 
of  the  British  fleets  and  armies  have  prosecuted,  and  still 
continue  to  prosecute,  with  their  utmost  vigour,  and  in  a 
cruel  manner,  wasting,  spoiling,  and  destroying  the  coun- 
try, burning  houses  and  defenceless  towns,  and  exposing  the 
helpless  inliabitants  to  every  misery  from  the  inclemency  of 
the  winter,  and  not  only  urging  Savages  to  invade  the  coun- 
try, but  instigating  Negroes  to  murder  their  masters :  And 
whereas  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  hath  lately  passed 
an  act,  affirming  these  Colonies  to  be  in  open  rebellion,  for- 
bidding all  trade  and  commerce  with  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
until  they  shall  accept  pardons,  and  submit  to  despotick  rule, 
declaring  their  property,  wherever  found  upon  the  water, 
liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation,  and  enacting,  that  what  had 
been  done  there  by  virtue  of  tlie  Royal  authority  were  just 
and  lawful  acts,  and  shall  be  so  deemed ;  from  all  which,  it 
is  manifest  that  the  iniquitous  scheme  concerted  to  deprive 
them  of  the  liberty  they  have  a  right  to  by  the  laws  of 
Nature  and  the  English  Constitution,  will  be  pertinaciously 
pursued :  It  being  therefore  necessary  to  provide  for  their 
defence  and  security,  and  justifiable  to  make  reprisals  upon 
their  enemies,  and  otherwise  to  annoy  them,  according  to 
the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  the  Congress,  trusting  that 
such  of  their  friends  in  Great  Britain  (of  whom,  it  is  con- 
fessed, there  are'  many  entitled  to  applause  and  gratitude 
for  their  patriotism  and  benevolence,  and  in  whose  favour  a 
discrimination  of  property  cannot  be  made)  as  shall  suffer 
by  captures,  will  impute  it  to  the  authors  of  our  common 
calamities,  do  declare  and  resolve,  as  followeth,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies  be  per- 


mitted to  fit  out  Armed  Vessels  to  cruise  on  the  enemies  ot 
these  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  ail  Ships  and  other  Vessels,  their  tackle,, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  and  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dises, belonging  to  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain,  taken  on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high  and  low 
water  mark,  by  any  Armed  Vessel,  fitted  out  by  any  pri- 
vate person  or  persons,  and  to  whom  commissions  shall 
be  granted,  and  being  libelled  and  prosecuted  in  any  Court 
erected  for  the  trial  of  maritime  affaii-s,  in  any  of  these 
Colonies,  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  be  lawful  prize ; 
and,  after  deducting  and  paying  the  wages  which  the  sea- 
men and  mariners  on  board  of  such  captures  as  are  mer- 
chant ships  and  vessels  shall  be  entitled  to,  according  to 
the  terms  of  their  contracts,  until  the  time  of  the  adjudica- 
tion, shall  be  condemned  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  owner 
or  owners,  and  the  officers,  marines,  and  mariners  of  such 
Armed  Vessel,  according  to  such  rules  and  proportions  as 
they  shall  agree  on :  Provided,  always.  That  this  resolution 
shall  not  extend  to  any  vessel  bringing  settlers,  arms,  ammu- 
nition, or  warlike  stores  to  and  for  the  use  of  these  Colonies, 
or  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  who  are  friends  to  the  Ame- 
rican cause,  or  to  such  warlike  stores,  or  to  the  effects  of  such 
settlers. 

Resolved,  That  all  Ships  or  Vessels,  with  their  tackle,  ap- 
parel and  furniture,  goods,  vrares,  and  merchandises,  belong- 
ing to  any  inhabitant  of  Great  Britain  as  aforesaid,  which 
shall  be  taken  by  any  of  the  Vessels-of-War  of  these  United 
Colonies,  shall  be  deemed  forfeited  ;  one-third,  after  deduct- 
ing and  paying  the  wages  of  seamen  and  marines  as  afore- 
said, to  the  officers  and  meVi  on  board,  and  two-thirds  to 
the  use  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  all  Ships  or  Vessels,  with  their  tackle, 
apparel,  and  furniture,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  be- 
longing to  any  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  as  aforesaid, 
which  shall  be  taken  by  any  Vessel  of  War  fitted  out  by  and 
at  the  expense  of  any  of  the  United  Colonies,  shall  be  deemed 
forfeited,  and  divided,  after  deducting  and  paying  the  wages 
of  seamen  and  mariners,  as  aforesaid,  in  such  manner  and 
proportions  as  the  Assembly  or  Convention  of  such  Colony 
shall  direct. 

Resolved,  That  all  Vessels,  with  their  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture,  and  cargoes,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great 
Britain,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  Vessels  which  may  be  employ- 
ed in  carrying  supplies  to  the  Ministerial  armies,  which  shall 
happen  to  be  taken  near  the  shores  of  any  of  these  Colonies, 
by  the  people  of  the  country,  or  detachments  from  the  Army, 
shall  be  deemed  lawful  prize ;  and  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
within  the  said  Colony  is  required,  on  condemnation  thereof, 
to  adjudge  that  all  charges  and  expenses  which  may  attend 
the  capture  and  trial  be  first  paid  out  of  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  prize,  and  the  remainder  equally  divided 
among  all  those  who  shall  have  been  actually  engaged  and 
employed  in  taking  the  said  prize.  Provided,  That  where 
any  detachments  of  the  Army  shall  have  been  employed  as 
aforesaid,  their  part  of  the  prize-money  shall  be  distributed 
among  them  in  proportion  to  the  pay  of  tlie  officers  and  sol- 
diers so  employed. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Resolution  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider of  the  fortifying  one  or  more  Ports  on  the  American 
coast,  in  the  strongest  manner,  for  the  protection  of  our 
Cruisers,  and  the  reception  of  their  Prizes ;  that  they  take 
the  opinion  of  the  best  Engineers  on  the  manner  and  ex- 
pense, and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
Hewes,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  go  to 
Canada,  or  any  two  of  them,  be  empowered,  if  they  think 
it  necessary  for  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  to  raise 
a  number  of  Independent  Companies,  not  exceeding  six, 
and  to  appoint  the  Officers ;  that  they  also  be  empowered  to 
fill  up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  Colonies  in  Canada,  while  they  are  there. 

Resolved,  That  1066|  Dollars,  in  Continental  money, 
over  and  above  the  1600  Dollars  to  be  paid  them  in  specie, 
be  advanced  to  the  Commissionei-s  going  to  Canada,  to  defray 
their  expenses,  they  to  render  an  account. 

Resolved,  That  400  Dollars,  in  specie,  be  paid  to  Mr. 
Walker,  in  full  for  so  much  by  him  lent  to  General  Wooster 
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for  the  use  of  the  Army  in  Canada ;  and  that  General  Woos- 
ter's  note  be  taken  up  and  cancelled. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  re- 
:Solve  itself  into  a  Committeeof  the  Whole,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies;  and  that  sundry 
.motions  offered  by  the  Members  from  Massachusetts-Bay, 
Maryland,  and  flrginia,  be  referred  to  said  Committee. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  March  25,  1776. 
Sundry  Letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read : 
One  from  General  Washington,  of  the  19th,  wherein  he 
informs  Congress  that,  on  the  17th,  the  enemy  evacuated 
Boston,  and  our  Troops  took  possession  of  it ; 
One  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  12th ; 


One  froni  Lord  Stirling,  of  tlie  21st 


and 


One  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  JSew-Jerscy. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress,  in  their  own 
name,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Thirteen  United  Colonies, 
whom  they  represent,  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  Gene- 
ral Washington,  and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  his 
command,  for  their  wise  and  spirited  conduct  in  the  siege  and 
acquisition  of  Boston ;  and  that  a  Medal  of  gold  be  strack 
in  commemoration  of  this  great  event,  and  presented  to  his 
Excellency ;  and  that  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  letter  of  thanks,  and  a  proper  device  for  the 
Medal. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
Hopkins. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  Mr.  Dugan  and  Colonel  Ritzema. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Johnson,  and 
Mr.  Allen. 

Resolved,  That  20,000  Dollars  be  advanced  to  the  Dele- 
gates of  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  Battalions  in  that 
Colony ;  the  said  Delegates  to  account  for  the  expenditure 
thereof. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Colonies  in  the  Southern  Department,  brought 
in  their  Report,  which  was  read,  as  follows : 

That  it  appears  highly  probable  that  a  very  considerable 
force  will  be  exerted  in  that  department  by  our  enemies  early 
in  the  spring ;  that  the  Continental  forces  employed  in  South- 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  respectively,  cannot  prudently  be 
solely  relied  on  for  the  defence  of  those  Colonies ;  that  not- 
withstanding South- Carolina  and  Virginia  are  at  a  very  great 
separate  expense  in  armed  vessels,  rendered  absolutely  neces- 
sary by  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  those  countries  ; 
that  the  Militia  of  South-  Carolina  are  obliged  to  perform  a 
very  laborious  duty,  which,  from  the  smallness  of  their  num- 
ber, and  tlie  consequent  quick  rotation,  is  excessively  burden- 
some ;  and  that  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  in  addition  to  the 
six  Continental  Battalions  already  there,  have  resolved  to 
raise,  and  are  now  imbodying,  three  other  Battalions. 

Whereupon  the  Congress  came  to  the  following  Resolu- 
tions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  of 
South-  Carolina  be  permitted  to  raise  and  imbody  two  other 
Battalions,  and  that  they  be  on  the  pay  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  Continent,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  armed  fit  for  ser- 
vice, and  accordingly  mustered. 

That  the  three  Colonial  Battalions  of  Virginia  be  also  on 
the  pay  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent,  as  soon  as  they 
shall  be  armed  fit  for  service,  and  accordingly  mustered. 

The  Committee  aforesaid  further  reported :  That  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety  of  Virginia  hath  contracted  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  Third  Battalion  in  that  Colony,  at  six  Pence  half- 
Penny  a  ration  ;  of  the  Fifth,  at  eight  Pence  ;  and  of  the 
Second,  Fourth,  Seventh,  Eighth,  and  Ninth,  at  seven 
Pence  half-Penny  a  ration. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  those  Contracts  be  confirmed. 

Resolved,  That  a  Deputy  Mustermaster-General  be  ap- 
pointed for  the  Southern  Department. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  Edmund  Ran- 
dolph, Esquire,  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  E.  Randolph,  Esq.,  be  empowered  to  ap- 
point two  Deputy  Mustermasters  under  him;  one  for  North- 
Carolina,  and  the  other  for  South-  Carolina  and  Georgia. 


Resolved,  That  the  Order  of  the  Day  be  postponed. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Connnittee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  supplying  the 
Troops  in  Canada  with  Provisions  and  necessaries. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler  be  direct- 
ed to  take  such  order  respecting  the  supplies  of  Provisions 
necessary  for  the  Troops  in  Canada,  as  he  may  deem  expe- 
dient. 

The  Congress,  being  of  opinion  that  the  reduction  of  Que- 
beck,  and  the  general  security  of  the  Province  of  Canada, 
are  objects  of  great  concern. 

Ordered,  That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  detach 
four  Battalions  into  Canada,  from  the  Army  under  his  com- 
mand, as  soon  as  he  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  safety  of 
New- York  and  the  Eastern  service  will  permit. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  26,  1776. 

The  Congress  being  informed  that  Mr.  Ward,  one  of  the 
Delegates  of  Rhode-Island,  departed  this  life  yesterday, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  in  a  body,  attend  the 
Funeral  of  Mr.  Ward,  to-morrow,  with  a  Crape  round  the 
arm ;  and  that  the  Congress  continue  in  mourning  for  the 
space  of  one  month. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr. 
Wolcott,  be  a  Committee  to  superintend  the  Funeral ;  and 
that  they  be  directed  to  apply  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Still- 
man,  and  request  him  to  preach  a  Funeral  Sermon  on  the 
occasion. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  invite  the  Assem- 
bly and  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  and  other 
publick  bodies  in  Philadelphia,  to  attend  the  Funeral. 

Resolved,  That  the  Privates  of  the  Companies  ordered 
from  Maryland  to  Accomack  and  Northampton,  in  the 
Southern  Department,  be  allowed  the  pay  of  the  Privates 
in  that  department,  which  is  6|  Dollars  per  calendar  month. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety 
oi  North- Carolina  shall  judge  it  necessary  for  the  common 
safety  to  raise  one  or  two  more  Battalions,  the  same,  when 
armed,  fit  for  service,  and  mustered,  be  taken  into  the  pay 
of  the  Continent. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  sent  to  Commodore  Doug- 
lass immediately  to  repair  to  the  Lakes,  and  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  Vessels  on  that  station. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Thursday. 

Thursday,  March  88,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers,  in 
favour  of  William  Barrel,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  sum  of 
20,000  Dollars,  in  full  for  Tent-Cloth,  sent  by  him  to  Colo- 
nel Mifflin,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  under  the  command  of 
General  Washington ;  the  money  being  paid  in  consequence 
of  the  General's  Letter  of  the  13th ;  to  be  charged  to  the 
Account  of  the  General. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  empowered  to 

Surchase,  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  they  can,  the  Ship 
lolly,  for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  and  to  fit  her  out,  with 
all  possible  expedition,  to  join  Captain  Barry,  on  his  cruise 
along  the  Coast,  between  New-  York  and  Virginia. 

A  Memorial  of  Mr.  Thomas  Walker  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Two  Letters,  of  the  27th,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  New-Jersey,  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  return  an  Answer,  and  b- 
form  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey  that  the  Con- 
gress see  no  reason  to  alter  or  countermand  the  Requisition 
of  the  15th,  and  that,  therefore,  they  be  requested  to  expe- 
dite the  march  of  the  Troops  to  New-York,  agreeable  to 
the  Requisition  of  the  commanding  officer. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Colonel  of 
the  Third  Battalion,  ordered  to  be  raised  in  the  Colony  of 
New-  York ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken,  Rudolphus  Ritze- 
ma was  elected. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Colonel  Rit- 
zema and  Mr.  Dugan,  brought  in  their  Report;  which  was 
read. 
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Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  1000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dugan,  as  a  re- 
ward for  his  services  in  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dugan  be  appointed  a 
Major,  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel,  to  command  a 
body  of  three  hundred  Rangers. 

That  the  said  Rangers  be  divided  into  three  Companies, 
each  to  consist  of  one  hundred  men,  and  to  be  commanded 
by  a  Captain  and  two  Lieutenants ;  that  the  Captains  and 
Lieutenants  be  recommended  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dugan 
to  the  Commissioners  going  to  Canada,  for  their  approbation; 
and  that,  if  they  approve  the  gentlemen  recommended,  they 
grant  them  Commissions. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Finney  be  appointed  a  De- 
puty Quartermaster  in  the  Southern  Department. 

Resolved,  That  two  Engineers  be  employed  for  the  South- 
.ern  Department. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  20,000  Dollare  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  Mr.  James  Mease  for  the  use  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress  that  some  Prisoners 
in  the  Jail  of  Philadelphia  have  meditated  an  escape,  and 
are  near  carrying  their  plan  into  execution, 

Resolved,  That  the  Jailer  be  directed  to  confine  John 
Connolly,  J.  Smith,  and  Moses  KirMand,  in  separate  apart- 
ments, and  suffer  no  person  to  converse  with  any  of  them, 
without  special  orders  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of 
Philadelphia  be  directed  by  Mr.  McKean,  to  call  to  his  as- 
sistance a  guard  of  fifty  men  from  the  Barracks  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  Jail ;  and  that  the  Sheriff  be  further  directed  to 
keep  secret  any  intimation  given  him  of  a  design  to  rescue 
his  Prisoners,  and  to  employ  every  means  to  discover  and 
apprehend  those  concerned  in  such  design. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  one  thousand  Dollars  be 
drawn  on  the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamb, 
for  the  use  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  March  29,  1776. 

Sundry  Letters  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read  : 

Two  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  19th  and  21st,  with  a 
copy  of  the  Treaty  held  with  the  Indians  at  Albany,  Ste. ; 

One  from  the  Convention  of  New-  York,  of  the  26th  ; 

One  from  Allan  McDonald. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  Allan  McDonald  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Prisoners. 

That  the  other  Letters,  with  the  Papers  enclosed,  be  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  de- 
liver to  Mr.  William  Henry  ^  Co.  fifteen  pounds  of  Powder, 
to  prove  the  Muskets  he  has  contracted  to  make  for  the  Con- 
tinent. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  tlie  means  of  supplying  the  Troops  in 
Canada : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  a  Deputy  Commissary-Ge- 
neral of  Stores  and  Provisions  be  appointed  for  the  Army  of 
the  United  Colonies  in  Canada. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  Mr.  J.  Price  was 
elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  last  paragraph  of  the  Report  be  re- 
committed, and  that  the  Committee  be  empowered  to  con- 
fer with  such  persons  as  they  judge  proper  on  the  subject, 
and  report  to  Congress  as  soon  as  conveniently  they  can. 

A  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey, 
and  one  from  Captain  John  Macpherson,  were  received,  and 
read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  March  30,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  sixty  Dollars  be  advanced  to  Monsieur 
Arundel,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  pay,  and  that  he  be  di- 
rected immediately  to  repair  to  the  Southern  Department, 
and  put  himself  under  the  command  of  General  Lee. 


Resolved,  That  Monsieur  Dechambault  and  his  compa- 
nion be  permitted  to  come  to  Philadelphia  and  transact  some 
private  business,  and  then  return  to  Bristol. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  two  Engineers 
for  the  Southern  Department ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
JohnStadler  and  Mom\e\xv  Massenbach  were  elected. 

The  Congress  took  info  consideration  the  Letter  from  the- 
Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey ;  and  thereupon 

Resolved,  That  the  Minute-men  employed  by  Congress^ 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Heard,  in  the  expedition  to 
Long-Island,  be  allowed,  while  on  that  service,  the  same 
pay  and  rations  as  the  Continental  Troops  in  the  Middle 
Department. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  for  New-Yorlihe:  directed 
to  prepare  an  Answer  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  New- 
Jersey,  and  assign  the  reasons  of  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  William  TricJcet  for  Stationery  for  the  pubhck  service, 
the  sum  of  4 1 .7  Dollars. 

To  Philip  Apricht  for  Provisions  to  General  Lee^s  guard, 
the  sum  of  4.7  Dollars  ;  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Adam  Kimmel. 

To  sundries,  on  certificates  for  necessaries  furnished  to  the 
Rifle  Companies,  the  sum  of  44.2  Dollars,  and  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Matthias  Slough,  Esquire  ;  and 
that  2.5  Dollars,  part  of  said  sum,  be  charged  to  Captain 
Cresap's  Company. 

To  sundries,  on  certificates  for  Rifles,  Shirts,  &;c.,  furnished 
to  Captain  Cluggage's  Company,  the  sum  of  81.1  Dollars, 
which  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Montgomery,  Esquire,  and 
charged  to  said  Company. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  Wagonmaster,  on  an  account  now 
setded,  the  sum  of  409.3  Dollars. 

To  Sacheverel  Wood,  for  Provisions  furnished  by  him  to 
several  Prisoners  now  in  the  Jail  of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of 
137.6  Dollars. 

To  Thomas  Dewees,  for  Provisions  for  Connolly,  Came- 
ron, Smith,  and  Kirkland,  the  sum  of  57.8  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  Major  Wrixon, 
brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  each  Regimental  Surgeon  be  allowed  a 
Mate. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  a  Surgeon's  Mate  be  eighteen 
Dollars  per  month. 

Resolved,  That  suitable  Chirurgical  Instruments  be  pur- 
chased with  each  Medicine-Chest. 

Resolved,  That  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  Instruments 
be  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Resolved,  That  each  Brigadier-General,  when  on  com- 
mand, be  empowered  to  appoint  a  Brigade-Major. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  April  1,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  D.  Arundel  be  allowed  48.5 
Dollars,  in  full  for  pay  and  subsistence  of  a  Captain,  from 
the  8th  of  February,  the  time  he  was  recommended  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  to  the  19th  o{  March,  when  he  received  his 
Commission. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  J.  Mease,  Commissary,  be  directed 
to  advance  Captain  Romans  one  month's  pay  for  himself 
and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  Company,  and  also  subsbt- 
ence  money  to  Albany. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  application  of  Captain 
White-Eyes  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was 
read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  consideration  till 
to-morrow. 

The  Congress  having,  on  the  17th  of  February  last,  ap- 
pointed a  Standing  Committee  for  superintending  the  Trea- 
sury, with  power,  among  other  things,  to  employ  and  instruct 
proper  persons  for  liquidating  the  publick  accounts ;  and  the 
said  resolutions  not  being  sufficiently  explicit,  with  respect  to 
the  manner  and  place  of  setding  those  accounts,  and  it  being 
a  matter  of  great  consequence  that  the  publick  accounts 
should  be  regulariy  stated  and  kept,  and  justly  liquidated 
and  settled : 
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Resolved  therefore,  Tliat  a  Treasury  Office  of  Accounts 
shall  be  instituted  and  established,  and  that  such  office  shall 
be  kept  in  tlie  city  or  place  where  Congress  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  iissembled  and  hold  their  sessions. 

That  the  said  Office  of  Accounts  be  under  the  direction 
and  superintendence  of  the  Standing  Committee  for  the 
Treasury. 

That  an  Auditor-General,  and  a  competent  number  of 
Assistants  and  Clerks,  be  appointecT  by  Congress,  and  cm- 
ployed  for  staling,  arranging,  and  keeping  the  publick 
Accounts. 

That  all  accounts  and  claims  against  the  United  Colonies 
for  services  or  supplies,  where  the  rates  or  prices  have  not 
been  ascertained  by  Congress,  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  liquidated  by  then),  and  reported  to 
and  allowed  by  Congress,  previous  to  their  being  passed  and 
entered  at  the  Treasury  Office ;  that  all  other  accounts  and 
claims,  consisting  of  articles  the  price  or  value  of  which  shall 
have  previously  been  fixed  by  contract,  or  othenvise  ascer- 
tained by  Congress,  shall  bo  liquidated  and  settled  at  the 
Treasury  Office,  and  repoited  for  the  allowance  of  Congress, 
by  tiie  Committee  for  superintending  the  Treasury,  and  then 
passed  and  entered  at  the  Treasury  Office. 

That  all  contracts,  securities,  and  obligations,  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  United  Colonies,  shall  be  lodged  and  kept 
in  the  Treasury  Office  of  Accounts ;  and  that  all  persons 
to  whom  publick  moneys  have  been  or  shall  be  advanced 
or  paid,  shall  be  charged  with  the  same  in  the  books  of  the 
said  office ;  for  which  purpose  every  warrant  on  the  Treasury, 
which  shall  issue  after  the  said  office  shall  be  opened,  shall, 
previous  to  its  being  paid,  be  entered  at  the  Treasury  Office, 
and  the  entry  certified  on  the  warrant,  by  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasury,  the  Auditor-General,  or  one  of  his 
Assistants  or  Clerks:  Provided,  however,  That  all  orders 
or  wanants  issued  by  Committees  appointed  and  authorized 
by  Congress  to  draw  on  the  Treasurers  for  particular  pur- 
poses, shall  be  paid  and  charged  to  the  account  of  the  said 
Committee  respectively,  until  they  shall  settle  and  have 
their  accounts  passed  by  Congress,  when  the  debits  against 
them  shall  be  discharged  in  the  Treasury  Office,  by  such 
credits  as  Congress  shall  agree  to  and  allow. 

That  all  Assemblies,  Conventions,  Councils  or  Commit- 
tees of  Safety,  Commissaries,  Paymasters,  and  others,  en- 
trusted with  publick  moneys,  shall,  within  a  reasonable  time 
after  being  called  upon  for  that  purpose  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Treasury,  produce  their  accounts  and  vouchers  at  the 
Treasury  Office,  in  order  to  their  being  settled  and  adjusted 
in  the  manner  before  directed. 

That  the  Committee  for  superintending  the  Treasury  shall 
be  authorized  to  apply  to  the  Commanding  Officers  and 
others,  in  the  Continental  service,  for  such  materials  and 
information  as  the  Committee  may  judge  to  be  useful,  for 
stating,  explaining,  or  checking  the  publick  accounts,  in 
order  to  their  being  fairly  and  justly  settled. 

That  the  Auditor-General  and  his  Assistants  or  Clerks, 
before  entering  upon  their  offices,  shall,  respectively,  take  an 
oath,  to  be  administered  by  one  or  more  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Treasury  Office,  (a  certificate  whereof  shall  be  filed  in 
the  Treasury  Office,)  well  and  faithfully  to  execute  the  trust 
reposed  in  them,  as  Auditor,  Assistant,  or  Clerk,  (as  the  case 
may  be,)  of  the  Office  of  Accounts,  established  by  Congress, 
according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment,  and  to  dis- 
close no  matter,  the  knowledge  of  which  shall  be  acquired 
in  consequence  of  such  their  office,  which  they  shall  be  di- 
rected to  keep  secret. 

That  the  Committee  for  superintending  the  Treasury  shall 
be  authorized  to  hire  suitable  places,  and  procure  books  of 
accounts  and  other  necessaries  at  the  publick  expense,  for 
the  establishing  and  doing  the  business  of  the  said  office. 

Besolved,  That  Major  James  Hewes,  a  prisoner  at  Eliza- 
bethtown,  be  allowed  and  ordered  to  come  to  Philadelphia 
/or  the  benefit  of  his  health,  and  there  to  wait  on  the  Com- 
jjiittee  for  Prisoners,  and  take  their  directions  with  respect  to 
,the  place  of  his  future  residence. 

Besolved,  That  Mr.  McKean  and  Mr.  Paine  be  directed 
ao  examine  the  Jail  o(  Philadelphia,  and  particularly  the 
^apartments  where  Kirkland,  Connolly,  Smith,  and  Cameron, 
are  confined,  and  report  what  is  necessary  to  be  done  to  have 
,them  saXely  and  securely  kept. 

JiesQlve.d,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 


confer  with  James  McKnight,  and  examine  his  Account,  and 
the  nature  of  his  claim,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  McKean,  and 
Mr.  De  Hart. 

The  Committee  on  Qualifications  having  recommended 
Jacob  Kemper,  Jun.,  to  be  appointed  an  Ensign  in  Captain 
HoweWs  Company,  in  the  Fii-st  New-Jersey  Battalion,  in 
the  room  of  Cyprus  De  Hart,  who  has  resigned. 

Resolved,  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  Commission 
be  granted  to  him  accordingly. 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  in  his  next  Letter  to  Ge- 
neral Schuyler,  desire  him  to  send  an  account  of  the  Lead  at 
Ticonderoga. 

A  Letter  from  Alexander  McDonald,  George  GiHespie, 
and  J.  W.  Saunders,  of  the  12th  of  March,  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read  : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Mr. R.Morris,  Mr.Mc- 
Kean,  and  Mr.  De  Hart. 

The  several  mattei-s  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  2,  1776. 

A  Petition  from  Daniel  Duchemin,  praying  for  a  Lieute- 
nancy in  the  Company  of  Captain  D.  Arundel,  being  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Delegates  of  Virginia, 
the  said  Delegates  brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted. 

That  Daniel  Duchemin  be  appointed  a  Lieutenant  of  the 
Artillery  Company  to  be  raised  in  Virginia,  in  consideration 
of  the  scarcity  of  Artillery  Officers  in  that  Colony ;  and  that 
two  months'  pay  be  advanced  to  him  to  carry  him  to  Vir- 
ginia. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  24th  of  March, 
with  five  papers  enclosed,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  Com- 
mission and  Instructions  to  Commanders  of  private  Ships- 
of-War,  brought  in  the  same ;  which  were  read. 

The  Commission,  being  agreed  to,  is  as  follows : 
Commission. 
"  The  Delegates  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New-Hampshire, 

^c,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting  : 

"  Know  ye.  That  we  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents 
do  grant,  license,  and  authority,  to mariner,  com- 
mander of  the called of  the  burden  of 

....  tons,  or  thereabouts,  belonging  to  .  .  .  ,  of  .  .  .  , 
in  the  Colony  of  ....  ,  mounting  ....  carriage-guns, 

and  navigated  by men,  to  fit  out  and  set  forth  the 

said  ....  in  a  warlike  manner,  and  by  and  with  the  said 

and  the  crew  thereof,  by  force  of  arms,  to  attack, 

seize,  and  take  the  ships  and  other  vessels  belonging  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  them,  with  their 
tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  lading,  on  the  high  seas,  or 
between  high  and  low  water  marks,  and  to  bring  the  same 
to  some  convenient  ports  in  the  said  Colonies,  in  order  that 
the  Courts  which  are  or  shall  be  there  appointed  to  hear  and 
determine  causes,  civil  and  maritime,  may  proceed,  in  due 
form,  to  condemn  the  said  captures,  if  they  be  adjudged 
lawful  prize  ;  the  said  ....  having  given  bond,  with  suffi- 
cient sureties,  that  nothing  be  done  by  the  said  .  .  .  .  ,  or 
any  of  the  officers,  mariners,  or  company  thereof,  contrary 
to,  or  inconsistent  with  the  usages  and  customs  of  nations, 
and  the  instructions,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  delivered 
to  him.  And  we  will  and  require  all  our  officers  whatso- 
ever to  give  succor  and  assistance  to  the  said  ....  in  the 
premises.  This  commission  shall  continue  in  force  until  the 
Congress  shall  issue  orders  to  the  contrary. 

"  By  order  of  Congress : 

"Attest:  President." 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  draft  of 
Instructions ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted,  and  that  it  be  an  in- 
stniction  to  the  Committee  to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  said  draft 
as  they  shall  think  best.  » 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Letter  of  Thanks 
to  General  Washington,  and  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  un- 
der his  command,  brought  in  a  draft ;  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 
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Ordered,  That  it  be  transcribed,  signed  by  tlie  President, 
and  forwarded. 

The  Committee  on  Prisoners,  to  wliom  the  Letter  from 
Monsieur  Belkstre,  of  the  16th  of  March  last,  was  referred, 
brought  in  tlieir  Report ;  whicii  was  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  3400  Dollars  be  advanced 
by  the  Treasurers  to  M.  Belkstre,  on  his  delivering  to  them 
his  Bills  of  Exchange  for  the  like  sum,  payable  in  gold  or 
silver,  in  the  Province  of  Canada. 

The  Petition  of  William  Lindsay  being  presented  to 
Congress  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  Colonel  Wayne  be  directed  to  discharge 
Robert,  the  son  of  said  William  Lindsay,  who  is  inlisted  in 
his  Battalion. 

The  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  April  3,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of 
the  24th  of  March,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
Wilson. 

A  Memorial  and  Petition  from  Captain  John  Nelson  was 
presented  to  Congress,  and  read :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  1000  Dollars  be  advanced  to 
Captain  Nelson  for  the  use  of  his  Company,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Also,  a  Petition  from  P.  Moore,  in  behalf  of  the  owners 
of  the  Sloops  Congress  and  Chance,  Privateers,  was  present- 
ed and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
said  owners  four  hundred  pounds  of  Powder  for  the  use  of 
their  Privateers. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  the  Account  of  Mes- 
sieurs Price  and  Haywood  was  referred,  brought  in  their 
Report :   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  advanced  to  Messieurs  Price 
and  Haywood  the  sum  of  64,358.6  Dollars,  on  account  of 
supplies  to  the  Army  in  Canada,  to  be  accounted  for  on  the 
settlement  of  their  Accounts  ;  and  that  General  Wooster  be 
directed  to  forward  the  Accounts  and  Vouchers  lodged  in 
his  hands. 

The  said  Committee  further  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  the  Township  of  Montague,  in  the  CounXy  oi  Sussex, 
in  New-Jersey,  for  Sleigh-hire,  in  forwarding  the  Prisoners 
from  Canada,  under  the  command  of  Captain  A.  E.  Bra- 
sher, the  sum  of  45  Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be 
paid  to  Nicholas  Christopher. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

A  Letter  from  H.  Fisher,  of  Lewistoum,  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  together  with  a  Resolve  of 
said  Committee,  being  laid  before  Congress,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officerof  the  Battalion 
raised  in  Delaware  Government  be  directed  to  send  two 
Companies  of  said  Battalion  to  Lewistown,  there  to  remain 
in  the  service  of  the  Continent  till  further  ordei-s. 

Resolved,,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  directed  and 
empowered  to  fit  out,  with  all  expedition,  two  Armed  Cut- 
ters, for  the  service  of  the  Continent. 

Resolved,  That  blank  Commissions  for  private  Ships  of 
War  and  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  signed  by  the 
President,  be  sent  to  the  General  Assemblies,  Conventions, 
Councils  or  Committees  of  Safety  of  the  United  Colonies, 
to  be  by  them  filled  up  and  delivered  to  the  persons  intend- 
ing to  fit  out  such  private  Ships  of  War  for  making  captures 
of  British  Vessels  and  Cargoes,  who  shall  apply  for  the 
same,  and  execute  the  Bonds  which  shall  be  sent  with  the 
said  Commissions,  which  Bonds  shall  be  returned  to  the 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  every  person  intending  to  set  forth  and 
fit  out  a  private  Ship  or  Vessel  of  War,  and  applying  for  a 
Commission  or  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  lor  that  pur- 
pose, shall  produce  a  writing  subscribed  by  him,  containing 
the  name  and  tonnage  or  burden  of  the  Ship  or  Vessel,  the 
number  of  her  Guns,  with  their  weight  of  metal,  the  name 
and  place  of  residence  of  the  Owner  or  Owners,  the  names 
of  the  Commander  and  others  Officers,  the  number  of  the  • 
Crew,  and  the  quantity  of  Provisions  and  warlike  Stores ; 


which  writing  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress, or  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representativas,  Con- 
vention, or  Council  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  Colony, 
in  which  the  Ship  or  Vessel  shall  be,  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  said  Secretary,  and  shall  be  registered  by  him ;  and  that 
the  Commander  of  the  Ship  or  Vessel,  before  the  Commis- 
sion, or  Letters  of  Marque  and  Reprisal,  may  be  granted^ 
shall,  together  with  sureties,  seal  and  deliver  a  Bond,  in  the 
penalty  of  five  thousand  Dollars,  if  the  Vessel  be  of  one  hun- 
dred tons  or  under,  or  ten  thousand  Dollars,  if  of  a  greater 
burden,  payable  to  the  President  of  the  Congress,  in  trust  for 
the  use  of  the  United  Colonies,  with  condition  in  the  form 
following,  to  wit : 

"  The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  That  if  the 

above  bounden ,  who  is  commander  of  the 

,  called ,  belonging  to , 

of ,  in  the  Colony  of ,  mounting 

carriage-guns,  and  navigated  by men, 

and  who  hath  applied  for  a  commission,  and  letters  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  to  arm,  equip,  and  set  forth  to  sea, 

the  said as  a  private  ship-of-war,  and  to  make 

captures  o{  British  vessels  and  cargoes,  shall  not  exceed 
or  transgress  the  powers  and  authorities  which  shall  be  con- 
tained in  the  said  Commission,  but  shall,  in  all  things,  ob- 
serve and  conduct  himself,  and  govern  his  crew,  by  and 
according  to  the  same,  and  certain  Instructions  therewith  to 
be  delivered,  and  such  other  Instructions  as  may  hereafter 
be  given  to  him,  and  shall  make  reparation  for  all  damages 
sustained  by  any  misconduct  or  unwarrantable  proceedings 

of  himself,  or  the  officers  or  crew  of  the  said ; 

then  this  obligation  shall  be  void,  or  else  remain  in  force. 

"  Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of " 

Which  Bond  shall  be  lodged  with  the  said  Secretary  of 
Congress. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Instructions  to  the  Com- 
manders of  private  Ships  or  Vessels  of  War  were  recom- 
mitted, brought  in  their  Report ;  which  being  taken  into 
consideration,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Instructions  to  the  Commanders  of  private  Ships  or  Vesseb 
of  War,  which  shall  have  Commissions  or  Letters  of 
Marque  and  Reprisal,  authorizing  them  to  make  captures 
q/"BKiTisH  Vessels  and  Cargoes. 

1 .  You  may,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  subdue,  and  take 
all  ships  and  other  vessels,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  on  the  high  seas,  or  between  high  water  and 
low  water  marks,  except  ships  and  vessels  bringing  persons 
who  intend  to  settle  and  reside  in  the  United  Colonies  ;  or 
bringing  arms,  ammunition,  or  warlike  stores,  to  the  said 
Colonies,  for  the  use  of  such  inhabitants  thereof  as.  are  friends 
to  the  American  cause,  which  you  shall  suffer  to  pass  un- 
molested, the  commanders  thereof  permitting  a  peaceable 
search,  and  giving  satisfactory  information  of  the  contents  of 
the  ladings,  and  destinations  of  the  voyages. 

2.  You  may,  by  force  of  arms,  attack,  subdue,  and  take 
all  ships  and  other  vessels  whatsoever,  carrying  soldiers, 
arms,  gunpowder,  ammunition,  provisions,  or  any  other  con- 
traband goods,  to  any  of  the  British  armies  or  ships  of  war 
employed  against  these  Colonies. 

3.  You  shall  bring  such  ships  and  vessels  as  you  shall 
take,  with  their  guns,  rigging,  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and 
ladings,  to  some  convenient  port  or  ports  of  the  United 
Colonies,  that  proceedings  may  thereupon  be  had,  in  due 
form,  before  the  courts  which  are  or  shall  be  there  appoint- 
ed to  hear  and  determine  causes,  civil  and  maritime. 

4.  You,  or  one  of  your  chief  officers,  shall  bring  or  send 
the  master  and  pilot,  and  one  or  more  principal  person  or 
persons  of  the  company  of  every  ship  or  vessel  by  you  taken, 
as  soon  after  the  capture  as  may  be,  to  the  Judge  or  Judges 
of  such  court  as  aforesaid,  to  be  examined  upon  oath,  and 
make  answer  to  the  interrogatories  which  may  be  propound- 
ed, touching  the  interest  or  property  of  the  ship  or  vessel, 
and  her  lading  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  you  shall  deliver,  or 
cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Judge  or  Judges,  all  passes,  sea- 
briefs,  charter-parties,  bills  of  lading,  cockets,  letters,  and 
other  documents  and  writings  found  on  board,  proving  the 
said  papers  by  the  affidavit  of  yourself  or  of  some  other 
person  present  at  the  capture,  to  be  producd  as  they  were 
received,  without  fraud,  addition,  subduction,  or  embezzle- 
ment. 
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5.  You  shall  keep  and  preserve  every  ship  or  vessel  and 
cargo,  by  you  taken,  until  they  shall,  by  a  sentence  of  a 
court  properly  authorized,  be  adjudged  lawful  prizes ;  not 
selling,  spoiling,  wasting,  or  diminishing  the  same,  or  break- 
ing the  bulk  thereof,  nor  suffering  any  such  thing  to  be 
done. 

6.  If  you,  or  any  of  your  officers  or  crew,  shall,  in  cold 
tlood,  kill  or  maim,  or  by  torture,  or  otherwise,  cruelly,  in- 
humanly, and,  contrary  to  common  usage  and  the  practice 
of  civilized  nations  in  war,  treat  any  person  or  persons  sur- 

Erised  in  the  ship  or  vessel  you  shall  take,  the  offender  shall 
e  severely  punished. 

7.  You  shall,  by  all  convenient  opportunities,  send  to 
Congress  written  accounts  of  the  captures  you  shall  make, 
with  the  number  and  names  of  the  captives ;  copies  of  your 
Journal  from  time  to  time ;  and  intelhgence  of  what  may 
occur  or  be  discovered  concerning  the  designs  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  destination,  motions,  and  operations  of  their  fleets 
and  armies. 

8.  One-third,  at  least,  of  your  whole  company  shall  be 
landsmen. 

9.  You  shall  not  ransom  any  prisoners  or  captives,  but 
shall  dispose  of  them  in  such  manner  as  the  Congress,  or,  if 
that  be  not  sitting  in  the  Colony  whither  they  shall  be 
brought,  as  the  General  Assembly,  Convention,  or  Council 
or  Committee  of  Safety  of  such  Colony  shall  direct. 

10.  You  shall  observe  all  such  further  instructions  as  Con- 
gress shall  hereafter  give  in  the  premises,  when  you  shall 
have  notice  thereof. 

11.  If  you  shall  do  anything  contrary  to  these  instruc- 
tions, or  to  others  hereafter  to  be  given,  or  willingly  suffer 
such  things  to  be  done,  you  shall  not  only  forfeit  your  com- 
mission, and  be  liable  to  an  action  for  the  breach  of  the  con- 
dition of  your  bond,  but  be  responsible  to  the  party  grieved 
for  damages  sustained  by  such  malversation. 

Resolved,  Tliat  an  Order  for  20,000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  James  Mease,  Commissary,  for  the 
use  of  the  Pemisyhania  Battalions,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be 
at  the  rate  of  1066§  Dollars  per  annum. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow  morning, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  Trade  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  April  4,  1776. 
Resolved,  Tliat  the  Treasurers  be  directed  to  see  that 
Colonel  Bellestre's  bills  be  drawn  on  some  of  his  friends  or 
correspondents  in  Canada,  apd  not  upon  General  Carleton. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To  John  De  Hart,  for  Provisions  furnished  by  Archibald 
Campbell,  the  sum  of  17.9  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Account  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  100  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers  in  favour  of  Mons.  Le  Fontaine,  for  his  ser- 
vices in  Canada. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the  trade  of  the  United  Colonies ;  and  after  some  time 
spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Harrison  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  bad  come  to 
sundry  Resolutions,  which  he  was  ordered  to  deliver  in. 

The  Resolutions  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Congress,  being  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Memorial  of 
James  McKnight,  and  the  Letter  from  Alexander  McDo- 
nald, George  Gillespie,  and  J.  W.  Saunders,  brought  in  their 
Report,  which  was  read.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Obser- 
vation of  the  County  of  Burlington  be  requested  to  make 
sale  of  the  Sloop  SaUy,  whereof  the  said  James  McKnight 
was  Prize-Master,  and  which  was  lately  run  ashore  by  him 
within  the  said  County,  together  with  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture,  and  the  cargo  on  board,  at  publick  auction ; 
and  after  deducting  the  charges  of  securing  and  selling  the 
same,  to  pay  one  moiety  af  the  surplus  to  the  said  James 


McKnight  for  salvage,  and  retain  the  other  moiety  thereof 
for  the  owner  or  owners. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Alexander  McDonald,  George 
Gillespie,  and  J.  IV.  Saunders,  who  have  lately  come  into 
the  Colony  of  New-Jersey  from  the  British  Wcst-hidia  Is- 
lands, where,  and  in  Great  Britain,  they  have  considerable 
property  remaining,  be  excused  from  entering  into  the  Militia 
of  the  said  Colony,  and  from  signing  the  Association :  Pro- 
vided always,  That  they  be  in  all  other  respects  subject  to 
the  like  taxes  and  regulations  with  the  other  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Colony. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  best  ways  and 
means  of  supplying  the  Army  in  Canada,  brought  in  a  fur- 
ther Report ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  53  Dollars  be  advanced  to 
Mons.  St.  Aulaire,  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  pay. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Saturday. 

Saturday,  April  6,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resolution  respecting  the  Sloop  Sally, 
passed  on  Thursday  last,  be  reconsidered,  and  that  it  be  re- 
committed to  the  same  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sup- 
ply Captain  Romans  with  twenty-four  Muskets,  for  the  use 
of  his  Company. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Committee  be  directed  to  deliver 
to  Colonel  St.  Clair  six  pounds  of  Powder  and  four  pounds 
of  Lead,  for  the  use  of  the  Rifle  Company  in  his  Battalion. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  and  debated  by  paragraphs,'  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows : 

Resolved,  That  any  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  ex- 
cept staves  and  empty  casks,  other  than  shake  nor  knocked 
down  casks  for  molasses,  may  be  exported  from  the  Thir- 
teen United  Colonies,  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  by  the 
people  of  all  such  countries  as  are  not  subject  to  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  to  any  parts  of  the  world  which  are  not 
under  the  dominion  of  the  said  King :  Provided,  That  no 
vessel  be  permitted  to  export  any  greater  number  of  shaken 
or  knocked  down  molasses  casks  than  the  same  vessel  is  ca- 
pable of  carrying  when  they  shall  be  filled  with  molasses. 

Resolved,  That  any  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandises,  ex- 
cept such  as  are  of  the  growth,  production,  or  manufacture 
of,  or  brought  from  any  country  under  the  dominion  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  and  except  East  India  Tea,  may  be 
imported  from  any  other  parts  of  the  world  to  the  Thirteen 
LTnited  Colonies,  by  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  by  the  peo- 
ple of  all  such  countries  as  are  not  subject  to  the  said  King ; 
liable,  however,  to  all  such  duties  and  impositions  as  now  are, 
or  may  hereafter  be  laid  by  any  of  the  said  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  under- 
stood to  prevent  such  future  commercial  regulations  as  shall 
be  thought  just  and  necessary  by  these  United  Colonies,  or 
their  respective  Legislatures. 

Resolved,  That  no  Slaves  be  imported  into  any  of  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Assemblies  and 
Conventions  in  the  several  Colonies,  to  appoint  proper  offi- 
cers, at  convenient  places  in  their  respective  Colonies,  to 
take  bonds,  in  adequate  penalties,  for  observing  the  regula- 
tions made  by  the  Congress  or  Assemblies,  or  Conventions, 
concerning  Trade,  and  for  securing  the  observation  of  such 
parts  of  the  Association  as  are  not  inconsistent  therewith ; 
and  that  the  obligor  shall,  within  eighteen  months  after  the 
departure  of  the  vessel,  produce  to  such  officers  a  certificate, 
under  the  hands  and  seals  of  three  or  more  reputable  mer- 
chants, residing  at  the  port  or  place  where  the  cargo  shall 
be  delivered,  that  the  same  was  there  unladed ;  and  take 
manifests  upon  oath  of  the  cargoes  exported  and  imported, 
and  keep  fair  accounts  and  entries  thereof;  give  bills  of 
health  when  desired ;  grant  registers,  showing  the  property 
of  the  vessels  cleared  out ;  and  sign  certificates  that  the  re- 
quisites for  qualifying  vessels  to  trade, have  been  complied 
witli ;  and  that  the  fees  of  the  said  officers  be  stated  by  the 
respective  Assemblies  or  Conventions:  Provided  always, 
That  no  prosecution  upon  any  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be 
commenced  but  witliin  tliree  years  after  tlie  date  thereof 
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Resolved,  That  all  Goods,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  ex- 
cept such  as  are  made  prize  of,  which  shall  be  imported 
directly  or  indirectly  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland  into 
any  of  these  United  Colonies,  contrary  to  the  regulations 
established  by  Congress,  shall  be  forfeited  and  disposed  of, 
agreeable  to  such  rules  as  shall  be  made  by  the  several  As- 
semblies or  Conventions,  and  shall  be  liable  to  prosecution 
and  condemnation  in  any  court  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  for 
the  determination  of  maritime  affairs,  in  the  Colony  where 
the  seizure  shall  be  made. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  resolution  for  disposing  of  and  using  the  Tea  now 
in  these  Colonies. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
McKean. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Robert  Erwin,  Wagon  master,  for  William  Mc  Car ty^i 
and  Richard  Key^s  Teams,  to  Virginia  with  Powder,  each 
thirty  days,  and  ferriages,  the  sum  of  250.5  Dollars, 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letters  from  General  Schuy- 
ler, of  the  7th  and  19th,  and  from  William  Paulding,  Esq., 
Chairman  of  a  Committee  of  the  Convention  of  Neiv- York, 
of  the  26th  of  March  last,  were  referred,  brought  in  their 
Report  ;*  which,  being  taken  into  consideration. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Obser- 
vation of  Albany  be  desired  to  examine,  state,  and  settle,  the 
Accounts  of  expenses  incurred  in  the  taking  of  Tiamde- 
roga  and  Crown-Point,  which  shall  be  laid  before  them  by 
General  Schuyler,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Yates  be  appointed  Secretary  to 
the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Northern  De- 
partment, and  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  250  Dollars  by  the 
year. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissbners  for  Indian  Affairs  in 
the  Northern  Department  be  desired  to  assure  the  Indians 
that  Congress  will  do  everything  in  their  power  to  procure 
goods  for  them,  and  hope  they  shall  soon  accomplish  it. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  Report  be  post- 
poned. 

A  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of  the  27th  of  March, 
and  a  Letter  from  Brigadier-General  Heath,  being  received, 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  General  Washington, 
with  the  papers  enclosed,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  100,000  Dollars  be  sent  to 
New-  York,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  there  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Colonies. 

The  Committee  for  Prisoners  brought  in  a  Report,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  Virginia  be  directed  to 
write  to  their  Convention,  or  Committee,  or  Council  of 
Safety,  to  collect  and  forward  to  the  Treasurers  of  the 
United  Colonies,  what  Gold  and  Silver  they  can  procure, 
and  to  draw  on  the  President  for  the  amount  thereof,  at  the 
rate  of  eight  Dollars  for  half-Joes,  weighing  nine  penny- 
weights. 

•The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letters  from  Major-General  Schuyler, 
dated  the  7th  and  19th,  and  from  William  Paulding,  Esq.,  Chairman  of 
the  Convention  o{ J^e-w-York,  dated  the  26th  day  o(  J\farch  last,  were 
referred,  have  examined  the  matters  thereof,  and  come  to  several  Resolu- 
tions thereupon,  which  are  as  fulloweth,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Committee 
of  Inspection  and  Observation  oi Mbany  be  desired  to  examine,  state, 
and  settle  the  accounts  of  expenses  incurred  in  the  taking  of  Ticoude- 
roga  and  Crman-I'oint,  which  shall  be  laid  before  them  by  General 
Schuyler,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress. 

Retolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  Mr.  Robert 
Tales  l>e  appointed  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs, 
in  the  Northern  Department,  and  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  250  Dollars 
by  the  year. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee  that  the  Contract 
made  the  1 6th  day  oi  March  last,  between  the  Committee  of  the  Con- 
vention of  JVew-KorA:  and  Mr.  Jibraham  Livingston,  for  supplying  the 
Troops  employed  for  the  defence  of  that  Colony,  with  the  rations  allowed 
by  Congress,  and  with  fuel  and  other  necessaries,  be  confirmed  ;  but  that 
the  said  Convention  be  desired  to  acquaint  Mr.  Livingston  if  he  will 
have  so  much  of  the  Contract  as  concerns  the  supplying  the  Pen?isylva- 
nia  Battalions  serving  in  the  said  Colony,  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the 
publick. 


The  Committee  on  Applications  and  Qualifications  hav- 
ing recommended  Samuel  Checkley  as  a  proper  person  to  fill 
a  vacancy  of  an  Ensign  in  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Batta- 
lion : 

Ordered,  That  a  Commission  be  granted  to  the  said  Sa- 
muel Checkley  accoi'dingly. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Tuesday  next. 

Tuesday,  April  9,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  200,000  Dollars  be  sent  to 
New-  York,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  forces  there. 

A  list  of  Prisoners  brought  from  Canada  by  Major  Zed- 
witz,  and  a  Letter  of  the  4th,  from  John  Nelson,  Chainnan 
of  the  Committee  of  Brunswick,  respecting  Prisoners  brought 
to  that  place ;  also,  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Haslet,  of  the  X>e- 
laware  Battalion,  being  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Prisoners. 

A  Letter  of  the  5th,  from  Captain  Brice,  a  prisoner  at 
Brunswick,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Captain  Brice  be  permitted 
to  come  to  Philadelphia,  in  order  to  consult  a  Physician, 
and  there  wait  the  orders  of  Congress. 

A  Letter  of  the  6th  of  March,  from  Brigadier-General 
Wooster,  and  a  Letter  of  the  26th  of  the  same  month  from 
General  Schuyler,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  Auditor- 
General,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  John 
Gibson,  Esq.,  was  elected. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Prisoners: 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Captain  Thomas  Gamble  be 
not  exchanged,  there  being  no  cartel  settled. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Duncan  Campbell  be  permitted 
to  reside  with  his  wife  and  family  in  the  City  of  Burlington, 
in  New-Jersey. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Prisoners  be  directed 
to  write  to  General  Schuyler,  and  take  his  opinion  whether 
Allan  McDonald,  and  the  other  hostages  taken  in  Tryon 
County,  may,  consistent  with  the  publick  safety,  be  permit- 
ted to  return  to  their  respective  homes  on  their  parole. 

Resolved,  That  a  list  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  in  each 
Colony  be  made  out  and  transmitted  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, Convention,  Council  or  Committee  of  Safety  of 
such  Colonies  respectively,  and  that  they  be  authorized  and 
requested  to  cause  a  strict  observance  of  the  terms  on  which 
such  Prisoners  have  been  enlarged,  and  also  to  take  especial 
care  that  none  of  those  confined  by  order  of  the  Congress 
be  suffered  to  escape ;  and  also,  that  the  allowance  to  each 
Prisoner  be  punctually  paid  by  the  President  of  the  Con- 
vention, or  of  the  Council  or  Committee  of  Safety  of  the 
Colony  in  which  he  resides ;  and  where  there  are  no  Con- 
ventions, by  the  Speakers  of  Assembly,  which  said  Presi- 
dents or  Speakers  are  hereby  authorized,  from  time  to  time, 
to  draw  for  the  sums  advanced  in  pui-suance  of  this  resolu- 
tion, upon  the  President  of  the  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  paragraph  respecting  Kirkland  be 
postponed. 

Resolved,  That  Brigadier-General  Prescott,  upon  sub' 
scribing  the  parole  ordered,  be  enlarged  from  his  present 
confinement. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Leujis  Nicola,  for  repairs  done  at  the  Old  Jail  in  this 
City,  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  Troops,  the  sum  of  226 
Dollars ; 

To  Joseph  Page,  for  his  «ervice  in  attending  the  Powder- 
wagons  to  Virginia,  the  sum  of  55  Dollars,  and  tliat  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Benjamin  Harrison,  Esq. ; 

To  Jacob  Garrigues,  for  transcribing  Minutes,  Letters, 
&c.,  for  Congress,  the  sum  of  48.2  Dollars  ; 

To  John  Bruce,  for  four  hundred  and  two  tin  Cartouch- 
boxes,  the  sum  of  174.2  Dollars ; 

To  John  Armer  and  Samuel  Allen,  for  bringing  Baggage, 
fcc,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Dulhunt  and  Gamilli,  from  New- 
York  to  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  21  Dollars,  and  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Samuel  Allen ; 

To  sundry  persons,  for  Horse-hire,  Provisions,  &ic.,  in 
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New-York  Government,  the  sum  of  12.5  Dollars,  and  that 
the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Ahop,  Esq. ; 

To  Clement  Biddle,  for  Provisions,  &ic.,  for  the  Seventh 
and  Twenty-Sixth  Regiments  of  British  Troops,  wiio  are 
Prisoners,  tlie  sum  of  294  Dollai-s,  and  for  Wampum  for  the 
Southern  Department,  the  sum  of  59  Dollars ; 

To  Litdwick  Kuhn,  for  boarding  part  of  Captain  Ro- 
mans's  Company  of  Matrosses,  tlie  sum  of  59.8  Dollars  ; 

To  William  Shepherd,  for  two  Horses  sold  by  him  to 
General  Lee,  and  for  sundry  articles  of  Geers,  the  sum  of 
175.7  Dollars ; 

To  Matthias  Slough,  for  Provisions  for  the  Seventh  and 
Twenty-Sixth  Regiments  of  British  Troops,  from  the  26th 
of  February  to  the  2 1  st  March,  the  sum  of  1 93.3  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  Accounts  be  paid. 

Lord  Stirling  having,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Congress 
of  the  19th  of  March  last,  appointed  persons  to  value  the 
Bosit  of  Michael  Kearney,  Jun.,  and  transmitted  to  Congress 
tlie  valuation  by  them  made,  amounting  to  725  Dollars : 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid  to  the  said  Michael 
Kearney. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  lie  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  April  10,  1776. 

Two  Letters  of  the  1st  from  General  Washington,  were 
laid  before  Congress,  and  read ;  also,  a  Letter  of  the  8th  from 
John  Connolly. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letters  from  General  Washington  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  Congress. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Report  on  Indian  Affairs  in 
the  Middle  Department,  and  the  Petition  of  Captain  White- 
Eyes,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  taken 
into  consideration : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  for  In- 
dian Affairs  in  the  Middle  Department,  or  any  one  of  them, 
be  desired  to  employ,  for  reasonable  salaries,  a  Minister  of 
tlie  Gospel,  to  reside  among  the  Delaware  Indians,  and  in- 
struct them  in  the  Christian  religion ;  a  Schoolmaster  to 
teach  their  youth  Reading,  Writing,  and  Arithmetick ;  also 
a  Blacksmith,  to  do  the  work  of  the  Indians,  in  the  Middle 
Department. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in 
tlie  Middle  Department  be  desired  to  provide,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  United  Colonies,  for  the  entertainment  of  the 
Sachems  and  Warriors  of  the  Indians,  and  their  attendants 
and  Messengers,  with  the  accustomed  hospitality,  when  they 
come  to  Pittsburgh,  to  treat,  or  give  intelligence  of  publick 
affairs,  or  upon  a  visit. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  be 
desired  to  acquaint  the  Indians  in  their  respective  Depart- 
ments, that  Congress  have  formed  a  plan  for  importing 
goods  to  supply  their  necessities. 

That  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  be  desired  to 
inquire  into  and  report  the  cause  of  the  discontent  of  the 
Indians  in  the  Middle  Department,  what  measures  may  be 
pursued  to  restore  quiet  and  harmony,  and  to  use  their  ut- 
most endeavours,  in  the  mean  time,  to  prevent  hostilities. 

Resolved,  That  although  the  prosperity  of  Dartmouth 
College,  in  the  Colony  of  New- Hampshire,  is  a  desirable 
object,  it  is  neither  seasonable  nor  prudent  to  contribute  to- 
wards its  relief  or  support  out  of  the  publick  Treasury. 

Resolved,  That  so  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  a  Treaty 
be  held  between  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the 
Middle  Department  and  the  Nations  of  Indians  to  the  West- 
Ward  ;  and  that  the  said  Commissioners  be  desired  to  appoint 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  for  that  purpose,  and  give  the 
Indians  information  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  Captain  George  Morgan, 
JEneas  Mackay,  Esq.,  and  Captain  John  Neville,  to  adjust 
and  determine  all  matters  of  difference  between  Coquata- 
ginta,  or  Captain  White-Eyes,  and  Messrs.  Bernard  Gratz 
and  Michael  Gratz ;  and  that  the  arbitrators,  in  case  either 
of  the  parties  to  whom  it  is  recommended  to  submit  to  their 
award  shall  refuse  to  abide  thereby,  report  the  reasons  of 
such  refusal,  with  a  state  of  the  case,  and  any  other  matters 
they  shall  think  fit,  to  Congress. 

That  disputes  which  shall  arise  between  any  of  the  white 
people  and  the  Indians  iu  their  deelings  (if  the  latter  will 


Consent)  be  determined  by  arbitrators,  chosen,  one  by  each 
of  the  parties,  and  another  by  the  Commissioners  for  Indian 
Affairs,  or,  when  they  are  absent,  by  the  Agent  in  the  De- 
partment where  the  Indian  party  resides.. 

Resolved,  That  that  part  of  the  Report  relative  to  Fort 
Detroit  be  postponed. 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  an  Agent 
for /«</i«n  Affairs  in  the  Middle  Department ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken  and  examined,  George  Morgan,  Esquire,  was 
elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  300  Dollars  be  presented  to 
Captain  White-Eyes. 

Resolved,  That  George  Morgan,  Esquire,  the  Agent  for 
Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle  Department,  be  empowered  to 
purchase  for  Captain  White-Eyes  two  Horses  with  two 
Saddles  and  Bridles,  and  that  the  Treasurers  be  directed  to 
pay  to  the  said  George  Morgan  a  sum  not  exceeding  100 
Dollars  for  defraying  the  expenses  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Speech  be  delivered  to  Cap- 
tain White-Eyes  to-morrow  morning : 

"  Brother  Captain  White-Eyes  : 

"  We  have  not  been  unmindful  of  our  promise  made  to 
you  and  your  nation,  the  16th  of  December.   We  now  thank 
you  for  your  speech  to  us  the  2d  of  last  month. 
"  Brothers,  the  Delawares  : 

"  At  the  Council-fire,  at  Pittsburgh,  last  fall,  and  since  by 
our  brother  Captain  White-Eyes,  wiio  hath  been  all  the  win- 
ter with  us,  you  requested  our  assistance  to  promote  peace 
and  useful  knowledge  among  you,  particularly  the  knowledge 
of  the  Christian  religion.  We  rejoice,  brothers,  to  find  you 
thus  disposed,  and  will,  as  early  as  we  can,  provide  a  suit- 
able minister  and  schoolmaster,  and  a  sober  man  to  instruct 
you  in  agriculture.  These  things  we  agree  to  do,  brothers, 
at  your  request,  and  to  convince  you  that  we  wish  to  advance 
your  happiness,  and  that  there  may  be  a  lasting  union  be- 
tween us,  and  that,  as  you  express  it,  we  may  become  one 
people.  The  introduction  of  useful  arts  among  you  will  be 
effected,  we  apprehend,  by  encouraging  handicraft-men  to 
settle  and  reside  in  your  country.  The  method  of  doing 
this  must  be  left  to  your  own  discretion. 
"  Brothers  : 

"  We  desire  you  will  make  it  known  among  all  the  Indian 
nations  to  the  westward,  that  we  are  determined  to  cultivate 
peace  and  friendship  with  them,  and  that  we  will  endeavour, 
by  making  the  best  regulations  in  our  power,  to  prevent  any 
of  our  people  wronging  them  in  any  manner,  or  taking  their 
lands ;  and  that  we  will  strive  to  put  the  trade  between  us 
on  such  a  footing  as  will  secure  the  peace,  and  promote  the 
interest  of  all  parties  ;  and  we  expect  that  all  the  wise  men, 
of  every  Indian  nation,  will  use  their  influence  for  the  same 
purpose. 

"  Brothers  : 

"  We  have  named  George  Morgan,  Esq.,  as  Agent  under 
our  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle  Depart- 
ment, and  we  desire  you  will  confer  with  him  on  whatever 
business  you  may  have  with  us.  We  hope  you  will  inform 
him  of  all  publick  matters.  We  recommend  him  to  your 
friendship. 
"  Brothers  : 

"  You  tell  us  that  your  uncles,  our  brothers,  the  Wyandots, 
have  given  your  nation  a  large  tract  of  country,  comprehend- 
ed between  the  River  Ohio  on  the  south,  the  west  branch  of 
the  Kiver  Muskingham  and  Sandusky  on  the  west,  Lake  Erie 
on  the  north,  and  Presque-Ish  on  the  east. 
"  Brothers  : 

"  Hearken  to  our  advice.  As  we  are  informed  that  your 
uncles,  our  brothers,  the  Six  Nations,  claim  most  of  those 
lands,  we  recommend  it  to  you  to  obtain  their  approbation 
of  this  grant  to  you  from  the  Wyandots,  in  publick  council, 
and  have  it  put  on  record.  Such  a  step  will  prevent  unea- 
siness and  jealousy  on  their  part,  and  continue  the  confidence 
and  friendship  which  subsists  between  you  and  them.  We 
wish  to  promote  the  lasting  peace  and  happiness  of  all  our 
brothers,  the  Indian  nations,  w  ho  live  with  us  on  this  great 
Island.  As  far  as  your  settlement  and  security  may  depend 
upon  us,  you  may  be  assured  of  our  protection.  We  shall 
take  all  the  care  in  our  power,  that  no  interruption  or  dis- 
turbance be  given  you  by  our  people,  nor  shall  any  of  them 
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be  suffered,  by  force  or  fraud,  to  deprive  you  of  any  of  yoilr 
lands,  or  to  settle  tlieiii  without  a  fair  purchase  from  you,  and 
your  free  consent.  If,  contrary  to  our  intention,  any  injury 
should  be  offered  to  you  by  any  of  our  people,  inform  us  of 
it,  and  we  shall  always  be  ready  to  procure  you  satisfaction 
and  redress. 
"Brother  Captain  White-Eyes  : 

"  We  desire  you  will  inform  your  nation,  your  uncles  the 
Six  Nations,  and  IVyandots,  your  grandchildren  the  Shawa- 
nfise,  and  all  the  other  nations,  what  you  have  seen  and  heard 
among  us,  and  exhort  them  to  keep  fast  hold  of  the  covenant- 
chain  of  friendship,  which  we  have  so  lately  repaired  and 
strengthened.  As  you  are  now  about  to  depart,  we  present 
you  with  some  money  to  buy  clothes  and  necessaries,  and 
pay  your  expenses,  and  we  wish  you  a  good  journey,  and 
bid  you  farewell." 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  April  11,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  7th,  from  General  Putnam,  at  New-  York, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and 
read. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  10,000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurei-s,  in  favour  of  Carpenter  M^harton,  Commissary, 
for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions,  he  to  be  account- 
able. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Zedwitz,  for  expenses  in  curing 
a  wound  received  by  him  in  falling  from  the  walls  of  (^ue- 
beck,  and  his  expenses  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  the  sum 
of  255.6  Dollars; 

To  John  Hales,  for  Carriage-hire,  Stc,  for  the  Commis- 
sioners going  to  Canada,  the  sum  of  223  Dollars ; 

To  Oliver  Wolcott,  Esq.,  for  his  expenses  in  attending  a 
treaty  with  the  Six  Nations,  at  Albany,  the  sum  of  60  Dol- 
lars ; 

To  Doctor  Jonathan  Potts,  for  attending  the  Prisoners  at 
Reading,  the  sum  of  76.6  Dollars  ;  and  for  Medicines,  &;c., 
provided  for  the  Troops  in  the  Middle  Department,  the  sum 
of  134.6  Dollars,  amounting,  together,  to  the  sum  of  211,2 
Dollars. 

To  the  following  persons  for  Boarding,  8tc.,  General  Lee's 
Guard,  viz : 

To  Richard  Jacobs,  the  sum  of  6.4  Dollars. 

To  William  Staddleman,  the  sum  of  7.4  Dollars. 

To  William  McDowell,  the  sum  of  3.4  Dollars. 

To  Laivrence  Fegan,  the  sum  of  8.4  Dollars. 

To  Jacob  Wijnkoop,  the  sum  of  13.6  Dollars. 

To  Michael  Gallager,  the  sum  of  1.8  Dollars. 

To  John  Kerlin,  the  sum  of  8.6  Dollars. 

To  Charles  Stultz,  the  sum  of  3.7  Dollars. 

To  Captain  Long,  for  so  much  advanced  by  him  to  Cap- 
tain John  Nelson,  of  one  of  the  Rifle  Companies,  the  sura 
of  10.7  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  allow,  for  the 
support  of  the  hostages  sent  by  General  Schuyler  from  Tryon 
County,  the  sum  of  two  Dollars  per  week. 

Resolved,  That  two  new  Members  be  added  to  the  Can- 
non Committee,  in  the  room  of  two  who  are  absent. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Clinton  and  Mr.  Whipple. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  supply 
the  Delegates  of  Maryland  with  one  ton  of  Powder,  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eastern- Shore,  in  that  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylva- 
nia be  requested  to  provide  propel-  Barracks  or  Quartere  for 
such  of  the  Continental  Troops  as  may  be,  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Neiv-York 
be  directed  to  discharge  tiie  Militia  of  New- Jersey  who  are 
in  the  pay  of  the  Continent. 

That  the  Commanding  Officer  at  New-York  be  directed 
to  discharge  the  whole,  or  such  parts  of  the  Militia  of  Neiv- 
York  and  Connecticut,  now  in  the  pay  of  the  Continent,  as 
the  publick  service  will  permit. 

A  Petition  from  Eliphalet  Dyer  and  William  Williams,  in 
behalf  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  was  presented  to  Con- 
gress, and  read,  setting  forth,  that  the  Colony  has  advanced 


large  sums  of  money  for  the  service  of  the  Continent  over 
and  above  w  hat  have  been  paid  them ;  that  though  they 
used  their  utmost  diligence,  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
prepare  a  full  state  of  their  accounts  to  lay  before  Congress ; 
and  as  their  Treasury  is  exhausted,  and  the  Colony  and  tiie 
publick  interest  in  danger  of  suffering  for  want  of  supplies, 
praying  that  the  Congress  would  advance  to  the  Colony  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  Pounds,  lawful  money,  in  part  of  their 
advances. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  166,666|  Dollars  be  ad* 
vanced  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  on  account  of  their 
advances  for  the  service  of  the  Continent,  the  said  Colony 
to  be  accountable. 

Captain  White-Eyes  being  called  in,  the  speech  was  deli- 
vered to  him,  and  the  money  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  Dollars  be  paid  to  Isaac 
Stille,  the  Interpreter. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Conventions 
and  Committees  or  Councils  of  Safety  of  Virginia  and 
North- Carolina,  to  provide  for  the  maintenance  and  secu- 
rity of  such  of  the  enemy  as  are  made  Prisoners  in  their 
Colonies,  agreeable  to  the  regulations  of  Congress  for  the 
support  of  Prisoners  ;  and  that  the  expense  thereof  shall  be 
defrayed  by  the  Continent. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  report  respecting  Governour 
Tryon' s  exacting  an  Oath  from  pei-sons  going  by  the  Packet, 
and  to  ascertain  the  fact  by  affidavits  taken  before  a  Chief 
Justice,  or  other  Chief  Magistrate. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr. 
Wilson. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  thirty  Dollars  be  advanced  to 
John  Harkness,  a  wounded  soldier,  who  was  discharged  at 
Cambridge  without  any  pay. 

Information  being  given  that  Mr.  Hemes,  a  prisoner,  has 
been  defrauded  of  a  large  quantity  of  Goods, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  truth  of  this  matter,  and  report  to  Congress. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Huntington, 
and  Mr.  Duane. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  John  Secord  was 
referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Assem- 
blies, Conventions,  and  Committees  or  Councils  of  Safety  of 
the  United  Colonies,  to  use  their  best  endeavours  in  com- 
municating to  foreign  Nations  the  Resolutions  of  Congress 
relative  to  Trade. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,^  to-morrow. 

Friday,  April  12,  1776. 
A  Letter  of  the  2lst  March,  from  W.  H.  Drayton,*  Pre- 
sident of  the  Convention  o(  South- Carolina,  with  a  copy  of 

•Socth-Caholina,  Chahlkstowh-,  .WarcASl,  1776. 

Sitt :  By  order  of  the  [Provincial]  Congress  I  have  the  honour  to 
transmit,  through  your  hands,  to  the  honourable  the  Continental  Coa- 
gress,  the  enclosed  copy  of  an  act  of  Parliament,  which  received  the  fioy  at 
assent  on  the  21st  of  December  last. 

A  packet  just  arrived  at  Georgia  brought  out  this  act,  purporting  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  United  Colonies ;  and  as  it  is  probable  thj» 
communication  between  Englaiul  and  the  Northern  Colonies  may  be  so 
far  obstructed  that  a  copy  of  the  act  may  not  speedily  reach  Philadelphia 
by  a  northern  channel,  and  as  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  that  the 
Continental  Congress  should  be  possessed  of  one,  we  have  thought  pro>- 
per  to  transmit  to  you  by  express  the  only  printed  copy  we  have. 

The  act  being  laid  before  the  [Provincial]  Congress,  they  sa  much  re- 
sented the  contents  of  it,  that  a  lyest-Iiuliaman,  which  had  put  in  here 
to  refit,  loaded  with  sugars,  and  being  on  the  point  of  sailing  for  London, 
was  immediately  seized  and  brought  back  to  the  town ;  and  it  is  ordered 
that  her  cargo  be  sold,  and  the  money  arising  from  the  sale,  be  placed  in 
the  Treasury.  Indeed,  the  Congress  were  disposed  to  have  proceeded,  and 
they  certainly  would  have  proceeded  to  pass  a  resolution  to  make  prize 
of  all  the  vessels  belonging  to  Great  Britain,  but  they  would  not  antici- 
pate the  determination  of  the  .imerican  Congress  upon  that  important 
subject. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  ser- 
vant, WlLLtAM  H.  XiKkiTOJi,  President. 
To  the  Honourable  John  Hancock,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Continen- 
tal Congress. 

.Hn  Act  to  prohibit  all  Trade  and  Intercourse  Kith  the  Colonies  of  New- 
Hampshire,  Massachi'setts-Bat,  Rhode-Island,  Co>j.vecticut, 
New-Yubk,  New-Jehsey,  Pennsylvania,  tlie  three  lower  Counties  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginl\,  North-Carolina,  South-Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  i/uriiij  the  continuance  of  the  present  rebellion  within 
the  said  Colonies  respectively ;  for  repeMing  an  Act  made  in  the  fourteeaik 
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the  Act  of  Parliament  prohibiting  all  Trade  and  Commerce 
with  the  American  Colonies  ;  also, 

A  Letter  of  the  10th  instant,  from  Colonel  John  Haslet, 
enclosino-  an  account  of  the  en<;agemcnt  between  the  de- 
tachment of  the  Delaware  Battalion  at  Leu-is,  and  a  Ten- 
tier  of  the  Roebtu-k  ;  also,  informing  that  another  Company- 
is  wanted  at  Lewistown,  and  that  he  has  ordered  one  to 
march  thither,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Haslet,  in  order- 
ing another  Company  to  Letmstoum,  be  approved. 

year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  .Majesty,  to  discontiniu  tht  landing  and  dis- 
charging, lading  or  shipjiing,  of  Goodi,  Wares,  and  Merchandise,  at  the 
Tmen  and  icithin  the  Harbour  0/ Boston,  in  the  Province  0/ Massachu- 
setts-Bat ;  and  also  (iro  Jicts,  made  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament,  for 
restraining  tht  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Colonies  in  the  said  .Ids  respec- 
tively mtrUioned ;  and  to  enable  any  person  orpersoru,  appointed  and  autho- 
rized by  his  Majesty,  to  grant  pardons,  to  isstu  ProclatiuUiom  in  the  cases 
and  fur  the  purpose  thereinrmentiontd. 

Whereas  many  persons  in  the  Colonics  of  JVew-Hampshire,  Mas- 
tachusetts-Bay,  Shode-Island.  Connecticut,  JVeiv-i'orl-,  J^Te-w-Jersey, 
Penntylvania,  the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Vir- 
gittia,  JVorth-  Carolina,  South-  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  have  set  themselves 
in  open  rebellion  and  defiance  to  the  just  and  legal  authority  of  the  King 
and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  which  they  ever  have  been,  and  of 
right  ought  to  lie,  subject;  and  have  assembled  together  an  armed  force, 
engaged  hi?  Majesty's  troops,  and  attacked  his  forts,  have  usurped  the 
powers  of  Government,  and  prohibited  all  trade  and  commerce  with  this 
kingdom,  and  the  other  parts  of  his  Majesty's  dominions;  for  the  more 
i!pc<-dily  and  efiectually  suppressing  such  wicked  and  daring  designs,  and 
for  preventing  any  aid,  supply,  or  assistance,  being  sent  thither  during 
the  continuance  of  the  said  rebellious  anil  treasonable  commotions,  be  it 
tlierefore  declared  and  enacted  by  the  King's  most  excellsnt  Majesty,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
and  Commons,  in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  same,  That  all  manner  of  trade  and  commerce  is  and  shall  be 
prohibited  with  the  Colonies  of  JVevi-Ilampshire,  Maaaachusetts-Jiay, 
Jihode- Island,  Connecticut,  J\"exo-Yorh,A"ew-Jeraey,  Fennsylvania,  the 
three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  A'orth- Caro- 
lina, South-Carolina,  and  Georgia;  and  that  all  ships  and  vessels  of  or 
belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Colonies,  together  with  their  car- 
goes, apparel,  and  furniture,  and  all  other  ships  and  vessels  whatsoever, 
together  with  their  cargoes,  apparel,  and  furniture,  which  shall  be  found 
trading  in  any  port  or  place  of  the  said  Colonies,  or  going  to  trade,  or 
coming  from  trading,  in  any  such  port  or  place,  shall  become  forfeited  to 
his  Majesty,  as  if  the  same  were  the  ships  and  effects  of  open  enemies, 
and  shall  be  so  adjudged,  deemed,  and  taken,  in  all  Courts  of  Admiralty, 
and  in  all  other  Courts  whatsoever. 

II.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  and  declared 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend,  or  be 
conslruail  to  extend,  to  such  ships  and  vessels  as  shall  be  actually  retain- 
ed or  employed  in  his  Majesty's  service,  or  to  such  ships  and  vessels  as 
shall  be  laden  with  provisions  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  fleets,  armies, 
or  garrisons,  or  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  town  or  place  gar- 
risoned or  possessed  by  any  of  his  Majesty's  troops,  provided  the  masters 
of  such  ships  and  vessels  respectively  shall  produce  a  license  in  writing, 
under  the  hand  and  peal  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  for 
the  time  being,  or  of  three  or  more  Commissioners  for  the  time  being  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the 
commanders  of  his  Majesty's  Fleets  or  Armies,  or  of  the  Governour, 
Ijieutenant-Governour,  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Colonies  or  Provinces  not  hcrein-before  mentioned,  specifying  the  voyage 
in  which  such  ship  or  ve  sel  shall  be  employed,  and  expressing  the  time 
for  which  such  license  shall  subsist  and  be  in  force,  and  also  expressing 
the  quantity  and  species  of  the  said  stores  and  provisions  on  board ;  and 
if  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandises,  other  than  stores  and  provisions  for 
his  Majesty's  use,  or  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  town 
or  place  garrisoned  and  possessed  by  his  Majesty's  troops,  shall  be  found 
on  board  such  ships  or  vessels,  (the  necessary  stores  for  the  ship's  use,  and 
the  baggage  of  the  passengers,  only  excepted,)  in  any  or  eitlier  of  those 
cases,  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises  shall  be  forfeited,  and  shall 
and  may  be  seized  and  prosecuted  in  the  manner  herein-after  directed. 

III.  And,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ships  of  war.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  flag  oflicers,  captains, 
commanders,  and  other  commissioned  officers  in  his  Majesty's  pay,  and 
also  the  seamen,  marines,  and  soldiers  on  board,  shall  have  the  sole  inte- 
rest and  property  of,  and  in  all  and  every  such  ship,  vessel,  goods,  and 
merchandise,  which  they  shall  seize  and  take,  (being  first  adjudged  law- 
ful prize  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Courts  nf  Admiralty,)  to  be  divided  in 
such  proportions,  and  after  such  manner,  as  his  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to 
order  and  direct  by  proclamation  or  proclamations  hereafter  to  be  issued 
for  those  purposes. 

IV.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  flag  ntiiccrs,  captains,  and 
commanders,  respectively,  to  cause  to  l>c  taken,  or  put  on  board  any  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  or  on  board  any  other  ships  or  vessels, 
all  and  every  the  masters,  crews,  and  other  persons  who  shall  be  found 
on  board  such  ship  and  ships  as  shall  be  seized  and  taken  as  prize  as 
aforesaid  ;  and,  also,  to  enter  the  names  of  such  of  the  said  mariners  and 
crews,  upon  the  book  or  books  of  his  Majesty's  said  ships  or  vessels,  as 
they,  the  said  flag  officers,  captains,  and  commanders,  shall  respectively 
think  fit;  from  the  time  and  timesof  which  said  entries  respectively,  the 
said  mariners  and  crews  shall  be  considered,  and  they  arc  hereby  declar- 
ed to  belong  to,  and  to  be  as  much  in  the  service  of  his  Majesty,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  said  mariners  and  crews  had  entered  them- 
selves voluntarily  to  serve  on  board  his  Majesty's  said  ships  and  vessels 
respectively ;  and  also  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
flag  oflicers,  captains,  and  commanders  respectively,  to  detain,  or  cause  to 
l>e  detained  and  kept,  the  masters  and  other  persons,  and  also  such  others  of 
the  mariners  and  crews  of  the  said  prize  ships  as  sholl  not  be  entered  upon 
jhe  books  of  his  Majesty's  ships  or  vessels  of  war  as  aforesaid,  in  and  on 


*  The  Committee  on  Qualifications  having  recommended 
James  Hunter  as  a  fit  person  to  fill  the  oldest  vacaiicy  of 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Joel  Westcoat  as  a  suitable  person 
to  fill  the  second  oldest  vacancy  of  Second  Lieutenant  in  the 
Third  Pennsylvania  Battalion, 

Resolved,  That  Commissions  be  granted  to  them  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  means  of  supplying  the  Troops  in 
Canada. 

board  any  ship  or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels  whatsoever,  until  the  arrival  of 
such  last-mentioned  ships  or  vessels  in  some  port  in  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  or  in  any  port  of  .imerica  not  in  rebellion ;  and  upon  the  arri- 
val of  those  ships  or  vessels  in  any  such  port,  the  commanders  thereof  are 
hereby  respectively  authorized  and  required  immediately  to  set  the  said 
last-mentioned  mariners  and  crews,  and  also  the  said  masters  and  other 
persons,  at  liberty  on  shore  there. 

V.  And,  for  the  mote  speedy  proceeding  to  condemnation  or  other 
determination  of  any  prize,  ship,  or  vessel,  goods,  or  merchandises,  to  be 
taken  as  aforesaid,  and  for  lessening  the  expenses  that  have  been  usual  in 
the  like  cases.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
Judge  or  Judges  of  such  Court  of  Admiralty,  or  other  person  or  persons 
thereto  authorized,  shall,  within  tlic  space  of  five  days  after  request  to 
him  or  them  for  that  purpose  made,  finish  the  usual  preparatory  exami- 
nations of  the  persons  commonly  examined  in  such  cases,  in  order  to 
prove  the  capture  to  be  lawful  prize,  or  to  inquire  whether  the  same  be 
lawful  prize  or  not ;  and  that  the  proper  monition  usual  in  such  cases 
shall  be  issued  by  the  person  or  persons  proper  to  issue  the  same,  and 
shall  be  executed  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  person  or  persons  proper  to 
execute  the  same,  within  the  space  of  three  days  after  request  in  that  be- 
half made ;  and  in  case  no  claim  of  such  capture,  ship,  vessel,  or  goods 
shall  be  duly  entered  or  made  in  the  usual  form,  and  attested  upon  oath, 
giving  twenty  days  notice  after  the  execution  of  such  monition  ;  or  if 
there  be  such  claim,  and  the  claimant  or  claimants  shall  not  within  five 
days  give  sufficient  security  (to  be  approved  of  by  such  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty) to  pay  double  costs  to  the  captor  or  captors  of  such  ship,  vessel, 
or  goods,  in  case  the  same  so  claimed  shall  be  adjudged  lawful  prize,  that 
then  the  Judge  or  Judges  of  such  Court  of  Admiralty  shall  (upon  pro- 
ducing to  him  or  them  the  said  examinations  or  copies  thereof,  and  upon 
producing  to  him  or  them,  upon  oath,  all  papers  and  writings  which  shall 
have  been  found  taken  in  or  with  such  capture,  or  upon  oath  made  that 
no  such  papers  or  writings  were  found)  immediately,  and  without  further 
delay,  proceed  to  sentence,  either  to  discharge  and  acquit  such  capture, 
or  to  adjudge  and  condemn  the  same  as  lawful  prize,  according  as  the 
case  shall  appear  to  him  or  them  upon  perusal  of  such  preparatory  exami- 
nations, and  also  of  the  other  last-mentioned  papers  and  writings  found 
taken  in  or  with  such  capture,  if  any  such  papers  or  writings  shall  be 
found  ;  and  in  case  such  claim  shall  be  duly  entered  or  made,  and  secu- 
rity given  thereupon  according  to  the  tenour  and  true  meaning  of  this  act, 
and  there  shall  appear  no  occasion  to  examine  any  witnesses  other  than 
what  shall  be  then  near  to  such  Court  of  Admiralty,  that  then  such  Judge 
or  Judges  shall  forthwith  cause  such  witnesses  to  he  examined  within  the 
space  of  ten  days  after  such  claim  made  and  security  given,  and  proceed 
to  such  sentence,  as  aforesaid,  touching  such  capture  ;  but  in  case,  upon 
making  or  entering  such  claim,  and  the  allegation  and  oath  thereupon,  or 
the  producing  such  papers  or  writings  as  shall  have  been  found  or  taken 
in  or  with  such  capture,  or,  upon  the  said  preparatory  examinations,  it 
shall  appear  doubtful  to  the  Judge  or  Judges  of  such  Court  of  Admiralty 
whether  such  capture  be  lawful  prize  or  not,  and  it  shall  appear  neces- 
sary, according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  for  the  clearing  and  de- 
termining such  doubt,  to  have  an  examination,  upon  pleadings  given  in 
by  the  parties  and  admitted  by  the  Judge,  of  witnesses  that  are  remote 
from  such  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  such  examination  shall  be  desired, 
and  that  it  be  still  insisted,  on,  on  behalf  of  the  captors,  that  the  said 
capture  is  lawful  prize,  and  the  contrary  be  still  persisted  in  on  the 
claimants  behalf,  that  then  the  said  Judge  or  Judges  shall  forthwith 
cause  such  capture  to  be  appraised  by  persons  to  be  named  by  the  par- 
tics  and  appointed  by  the  Court,  and  sworn  truly  to  appraise  the  same 
according  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  knowledge  ;  for  which  purpose  the 
said  Judge  or  Judges  shall  cause  the  goods  found  on  board  to  be  unladen, 
and,  an  inventory  thereof  being  first  taken  by  the  Marshal  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, or  his  deputy,  shall  cause  all  such  parts  of  the  goods  and  merchan- 
dise as  are  perishable  commodities  to  be  sold  by  publick  sale,  for  the  clear 
amount  of  which  only  the  captors  shall  be  answerable  to  the  claimants, 
and  the  remainder  ol  them  to  be  put  into  proper  warehouses,  with  sepa- 
rate locks,  of  the  Collector  and  Comptroller  of  the  t'ustoms,  and,  where 
there  is  no  Comptroller,  of  the  Naval  Officer  and  the  agents  or  persons 
employed  by  the  captors  and  claimants,  at  the  charge  of  the  party  or  par- 
ties desiring  the  same ;  and  shall,  after  such  appraisement  made,  and 
within  the  space  of  fourteen  days  after  the  making  of  such  claim,  pro- 
ceed to  take  good  and  sufficient  security  from  the  claimants  to  pay  the 
captors  the  full  value  thereof,  according  to  such  appraisement,  in  case  the 
same  shall  be  adjudged  lawful  prize ;  and  shall  also  proceed  to  take  good 
and  sufficient  security  from  the  captors  to  pay  such  costs  as  the  Court 
shall  think  proper,  in  case  such  ship  shall  not  be  condenmed  as  lawful 
prize,  and,  after  such  securities  duly  given,  the  said  Judge  or  Judges  shall 
make  an  interlocutory  order  for  releasing  or  delivering  the  same  to  such 
claimant  or  claimants,  or  his  or  their  agents,  and  the  same  shall  be  ac- 
tually released  or  delivered  accordingly. 

VI.  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforeaaid,Tha.t 
if  any  claimant  or  claimants  shall  refuse  to  give  such  security,  the  Judge 
or  Judges  shall  cause  the  captor  or  captors  in  like  manner  to  give  good 
and  sufficient  security  to  pay  the  said  claimant  or  claimants  the  full  value 
thereof  according  to  the  appraisement,  in  case  any  such  capture  or  cap- 
tures shall  be  adjudged  not  to  be  lawful  prize ;  and  the  said  Judge  or  Judges 
shall  thereupon  proceed  to  make  an  interlocutory  order  for  the  releasing 
and  delivering  the  same  to  the  said  captor  or  captors,  or  their  agents. 

VU.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all 
books,  papers,  and  writings,  found  in  any  ship  or  vessel  taken  as  prize, 
shall,  without  delay,  upon  the  oath  of  the  captor,  be  brought  into  the 
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Resolved,  That  the  Treasurers  be  directed  to  pay  Mr. 
Price  the  sum  of  16,000  Dollars,  in  specie,  in  part  of  the 
sum  ordered  to  be  advanced  to  him  and  Mr.  Haywood. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  postponed,  and  that  the  Committee  who  brought  in  the 
Report  be  directed  to  inform  Mr.  Price  of  the  Resolution 
passed. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Chief  Engineer, 
in  the  Continental  Army  in  Canada.  The  ballots  being 
taken  and  examined,  Major  Elias  fVrixon  was  elected. 

registry  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  wherein  such  ship  or  vessel  may  be 
proceeded  against  in  order  to  condemnation ;  but  that  such  only  of  the 
said  books,  papers,  and  writings,  shall  be  made  use  of  and  translated,  as 
shall  be  agreed  or  insisted  upon  by  the  proctors  of  the  several  parties, 
captors  or  claimants,  or,  in  case  of  no  claim,  by  the  captor  or  register,  to 
be  necessary  for  ascertaining  the  property  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  the 
cargo  thereof,  and  the  destination  of  the  voyage. 

VIII.  jlnd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all 
such  captures  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  brought  into  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  in  .America,  in  order  to  be  proceeded  against  to  con- 
demnation in  any  of  his  Vice-Admiralty  Courts,  shall,  without  breaking 
bulk,  stay  there,  and  be  under  the  joint  care  and  custody  of  the  Collector 
and  Comptroller  of  the  Customs,  or,  where  there  is  no  Comptroller,  of  the 
Naval  Officers  of  the  port  or  place  where  the  same  shall  be  brought,  and 
all  the  captors  thereof,  and  their  agents,  subject  to  the  directions  of  the 
Court  of  Vice-Admiralty,  until  either  the  same  shall,  by  final  sentence, 
have  been  either  cleared  and  discharged,  or  adjudged  and  condemned  as 
lawful  prize,  or  that  such  interlocutory  order  as  aforesaid  shall  have  been 
made  for  the  releasing  or  delivering  of  the  same  unto  such  person  or  per- 
sons, and  to  be  so  divided  and  disposed  of,  as  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  shall,  by  proclamation  or  proclamations  hereafter  to  be  issued 
for  those  purposes,  order  and  direct. 

IX.  Provided  alvjays,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  autho' 
rity  aforesaid.  That  no  captures  which  shall  be  taken  by  virtue  of  this 
act  shall  be  carried  into  any  of  the  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  America 
herein-before  particularly  mentioned,  during  and  so  long  time  as  such  Co- 
lonies or  Plantations  respectively  shall  continue  in  a  state  of  rebellion. 

X.  Jind  be  itfurtlter  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any 
Judge  or  Judges,  or  other  officer  or  officers,  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Co- 
lonies or  dominions  abroad,  to  whom  respectively  it  shall  appertain,  shall 
delay  the  doing,  performing,  making,  or  pronouncing  any  of  the  several 
proceedings,  matters,  or  things,  for,  towards,  or  relating  to,  condemning  or 
discharging,  relea-sing,  or  delivering,  of  any  such  capture  in  manner  afore- 
said, within  the  respective  times  herein-before  limited,  or  as  soon  as  the 
same  ought  to  be  done,  according  to  the  tenour  and  true  meaning  of  this 
act,  all  and  every  such  Judge  and  Judges,  and  other  officer  and  officers, 
shall,  for  every  such  oflence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds; 
one  moiety  thereof  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  to  such  person  or  persons  who  shall 
inform  or  sue  for  the  same,  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  Courts  in  any  of  his 
Colonies  or  dominions  wherein  such  offence  shall  be  committed. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no 
Register  or  Deputy  Register,  nor  any  Marshal  or  Deputy  Marshal,  of  or 
belonging  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  Courts  of  Admiralty  or  Vice-Admiralty 
whatsoever,  shall  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  himself  or  themselves, 
or  by  any  agent  or  agents,  or  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  act  or 
be  concerned  in  any  manner,  either  as  an  advocate  or  proctor,  in  any 
cause,  matter,  or  business  whatsoever,  that  shall  be  depending  in  any  such 
Court  or  Courts  of  Admiralty,  to  which  such  Register,  Deputy  Register, 
Marshal,  or  Deputy  Marshal,  shall  then  belong ;  and  that  every  Register, 
Deputy  Register,  Marshal,  or  Deputy  Marshal,  who  shall  be  guilty  of  such 
offence,  (being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  cither  upon  an  information  or 
indictment,)  shall  from  thenceforth  absolutely  forfeit  his  respective  office 
and  employment  of  Register,  Deputy  Register,  Marshal,  or  Deputy  Mar- 
shal, in  and  belonging  to  the  same  Court. 

XII.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there 
shall  not  be  paid  unto  or  among  all  the  Judges  and  officers  of  any  Court 
of  Vice- Admiralty  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  for,  towards,  or 
relating  to,  the  adjudging  or  condemning  of  such  capture  as  aforesaid,  as 
lawful  prize,  above  the  sum  of  ten  pounds,  in  case  such  prize-ship  or 
vessel  be  under  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  tons,  nor  above  the  sum  of 
fifteen  pounds,  in  case  the  same  be  of  that  or  any  greater  burthen ;  and 
that,  upon  payment  of  either  of  the  said  respective  sums,  as  the  case  shall 
require,  to  the  said  Judge  or  Judges,  or  any  of  them,  to  be  by  him  or  them 
disposed  or  divided,  as  he  or  they  shall  think  fit,  among  the  officers  of 
such  Court,  such  Judges  and  officers,  and  every  of  them,  shall  be  liable  to 
all  and  every  of  the  several  penalties  hereby  imposed  for  neglecting  or 
delaying  to  do  and  perform  their  several  and  respective  duties  or  offices 
in  and  relating  to  the  several  proceedings  aforesaid,  within  the  respective 
times  herein  for  that  purpose  limited. 

XIII.  I'rovidt'd  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  captor  or  captors,  claimant  or  claimants, 
shall  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  sentence  given  in  such  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  party  or  parties  thereby  aggrieved  to  appeal  from  the  said  Court 
of  Vice-Admiralty  to  Commissioners  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  under 
the  great  seal  of  Great  Britain,  for  receiving,  hearing,  and  determining 
appeals  in  causes  of  prizes,  so  as  the  same  be  made  within  fourteen  days 
after  sentence,  and  good  security  be  likewise  given  by  the  appellant  or 
appellants,  that  he  or  they  will  effectually  prosecute  such  appeal,  and 
answer  the  condemnation,  and  also  pay  treble  costs,  as  shall  be  awarded 
in  case  the  sentence  of  such  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty  bo  affirmed ;  pro- 
vided that  the  said  captor  or  captors,  claimant  or  claimants,  do,  within 
six  months  after  sentence  passed,  give  notice  to  the  said  Court  of  Vice- 
Admiralty  that  they  have  appealed  from  such  decree  to  the  said  Com- 
missioners. 

XIV.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  autho- 
rity aforesaid.  That  the  execution  of  any  sentence  so  appealed  from  as 
aforeuid,  shall  not  be  suspended  by  reason  of  such  appeal,  in  case  the 


Resolved,  That  Mr.  Wrixon  have  the  rank  of  Colonel  in 

the  Continental  Army. 

A  Petition  from  Colonel  James  Easton  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Duane,  and 
Mr.  Alexander. 

Resolved,  That  the  Assemblies,  Conventions,  and  Com- 
mittees or  Councils  of  Safety  of  the  Colonies  respectively, 
in  which  Prisoners  are  or  shall  choose,  or  be  appointed  to 

party  or  parlies  appellate  shall  give  sufficient  security,  to  be  approved  of 
by  the  Court  in  which  such  sentence  shall  be  given,  to  restore  the  ship, 
vessel,  goods,  or  effects,  concerning  which  such  sentence  shall  be  pro- 
nounced, or  the  full  value  thereof,  to  the  appellant  or  appellants,  in  case 
the  sentence  so  appealed  from  shall  be  reversed. 

XV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in 
case  any  person  who  was  not  a  party  in  the  first  instance  of  the  cause, 
shall  interpose  in  an  appeal  from  a  sentence  given  in  any  Vicc-.'idmiralty 
Court,  such  person,  or  his  or  her  agent,  shall  at  the  same  time  enter  his 
or  her  claim,  otherwise  such  appeal  shall  be  null  and  void. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if 
any  commander  or  commanders,  officer  or  officers,  seamen,  marines,  sol- 
diers, or  others,  shall  break  bulk  on  board,  or  embezzle  any  of  the  money, 
jewels,  plate,  goods,  merchandise,  tackle,  furniture,  or  apparel,  of  or  be- 
longing to  such  prize  or  prizes  so  taken,  such  commander,  officer,  seaman, 
marine,  soldier,  or  others,  shall  forfeit  treble  the  value  of  all  such  money, 
jewels,  plate,  goods,  merchandise,  tackle,  furniture,  or  apparel,  as  he  or 
they  shall  embezzle ;  one-third  part  thereof  to  be  to  the  use  of  Green- 
wich Hospital,  and  the  other  two-third  parts  thereof  to  him  or  them  who 
shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in 
any  court  of  record  in  Great  Britain,  in  which  no  essoin,  protection,  or 
wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed. 

XVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all 
appraisements  and  sales  of  any  ship  or  ships,  goods,  wares,  or  merchan- 
dises, as  shall  be  taken  as  prizes,  shall  be  made  by  agents,  or  persons 
nominated  and  appointed  in  equal  numbers  by  the  flag  officers  or  flag 
officer,  captains  or  captain,  officers  or  officer,  ship's  companies  or  ship's 
company,  and  others  entitled  thereunto ;  (that  is  to  say,)  that  if  the  flag 
officers  or  flag  officer  of  any  fleet  or  squadron  of  ships  as  shall  take  any 
such  prize  or  prizes,  or  the  majority  of  such  flag  officers  (if  more  than 
one)  shall  nominate  and  appoint  one  or  more  person  or  persons,  agent  or 
agents,  to  sell  or  appraise  the  same  as  aforesaid,  then  the  captains  and 
commanders,  or  captain  or  commander,  entitled  thereunto,  or  the  majority 
of  them,  (if  more  than  one,)  shall  nominate  and  appoint  the  like  number 
of  persons  or  agents  to  act  for  them;  and  all  the  other  officers  under  the 
degree  of  a  captain  and  commander  entitled  thereto,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  shall  also  nominate  and  appoint  the  like  number  of  persons  or 
agents  to  act  for  them ;  and  all  the  crews  of  the  several  ships'  companies 
of  the  fleet  or  squadron,  or  ship's  company,  and  others  entitled  thereto, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  likewise  nominate  and  appoint*the  same 
number  of  persons  or  agents  to  act  in  their  behalf  in  such  appraisement 
or  sale. 

XVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
all  and  every  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed 
agent  or  agents  as  aforesaid,  for  any  prize  or  prizes  to  be  taken  by  any 
ship  or  ships,  vessel  or  vessels  of  war,  and  which  prize  or  prizes  shall  bo 
condemned  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Great  Britain,  or  in  any 
of  the  Courts  of  A'ice-Admiralty  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions 
where  the  said  prize  or  prizes,  and  every  of  them,  shall  be  condemned,  shall 
exhibit  and  cause  to  be  registered  in  the  said  High  Court  of  .Admiralty, 
or  in  the  respective  Courts  of  Vice- Admiralty  in  any  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions  where  the  said  prize  and  prizes,  and  every  of  them,  sliall  be 
condemned,  his  or  their  respective  letter  or  letters  of  attorney,  appointing 
him  or  them  agent  or  agents  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  if  any  per- 
son or  persons  so  appointed  agent  or  agents  as  aforesaid,  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  so  to  do,  for  the  space  of  six  calendar  months  next  after  sentence 
of  condemnation  of  any  prize  shall  be  given  in  the  said  High  Court  of 
Admiralty  in  Great  Britain,  or  in  any  Vice-Admiralty  Court  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  for  the  care  and  distribution  of  which  he  or  they  shall 
be  appointed  agent  or  agents,  such  person  or  persons  so  refusing  or  ne- 
glecting, shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by 
him  or  them  who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or 
information,  in  any  court  of  record  in  Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other  of 
his  .Majesty's  dominions,  in  which  no  essoin,  protection,  or  wager  of  law, 
or  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed. 

XIX.  Provided  always.  That  if  any  agent  or  agents  shall  be  appoint- 
ed after  the  time  any  sentence  of  condemnation  in  any  of  the  said  Courts 
of  Admiralty  or  Vice-Admiralty  shall  be  given,  such  agent  or  agents  shall, 
under  the  aforesaid  penalty,  register,  or  cause  to  be  registered,  in  manner 
aforesaid,  his  or  their  respective  letter  or  letters  of  attorney,  appointing 
him  or  them  agent  or  agents  as  aforesaid,  within  the  space  of  six  calendar 
months  after  the  date  of  the  said  letter  or  letters  of  attorney. 

XX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  after 
the  sale  or  sales  of  any  prize  or  prizes  which  shall  be  taken  in  pursuance  or 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  publick  notification  or  notifications  shall  be  given  and 
published  in  such  manner  as  is  herein-after  particularly  mentioned ;  (that 
is  to  say,)  if  the  prize  or  prizes  shall  be  condemned  in  his  Majesty's  High 
or  other  Court  of  Admiralty  in  Great  Britain,  then  the  person  or  per- 
sons, agent  or  agents,  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act,  for  the 
appraisement  and  sale  of  such  prize  or  prizes,  shall  insert  and  publish,  or 
cause  to  be  inserted  and  published,  such  notification  under  his  or  their 
hand  or  hands  respectively  in  the  Loiidon  Gazette,  and  if  condemned  in 
any  Court  or  Courts  of  Admiralty  or  Vice-.\dmiralty  in  any  other  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions,  then  such  person  or  persons,  agent  or  agents,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  insert  and  publish,  or  cause  to  be  inserted  and  published, 
such  notifications,  under  his  or  their  hand  or  hands  respectively,  in  the 
gazette,  or  some  other  newspaper  of  publick  authority,  of  the  island  or 
place  where  the  prize  or  prizes  shall  be  condemned  ;  and  if  there  shall 
be  no  gazette  or  such  other  newspaper  published  there,  then  in  some  or 
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reside,  be  empowered  to  remove  such  Prisoners  from  place 
to  place  w  itliiii  the  same  Colonies,  as  often  as  to  such  As- 
semblies, Conventions,  or  Committees  or  Councils  of  Safety, 
resi)ectively,  it  shall  seem  proper,  having  regard  to  the  for- 
mer Resolutions  of  Congress  concerning  Prisoners. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alexander  be  appointed  a  Member 
of  the  Marine  Committee,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Chase,  who  is 
absent. 

A  Memorial  fiom  the  Scotch  Hostages  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

one  of  the  most  publick  newspapers  of  such  island  or  place  for  the  time 
being ;  and  all  persons  or  agents  publishing,  or  causing  to  be  published, 
every  such  notification  respectively,  shall  deliver  to  the  Collector,  Customer, 
or  Searcher  for  the  time  being,  of  his  Majesty's  Customs,  residing  at,  or  be- 
longing to  the  port  or  place  where  the  prize  or  prizes  shall  be  condemned, 
or  the  lawful  deputy  or  deputies  of  such  Collector,  Customer,  or  Searcher ; 
and  if  there  shall  be  no  such  Collector,  Customer,  or  Searcher,  then  such 
persons  or  agents  as  aforesaid  shall  deliver  to  the  principal  olhcer  or  offi- 
cers of  the  port  or  place  where  the  prize  or  prizes  shall  have  been  con- 
demned, or  to  the  lawful  deputy  or  deputies  of  such  principal  officer  or 
officers,  two  of  the  gazettes  or  other  newspapers  in  which  such  notilica- 
tion  shall  be  so  inserted  and  published  ;  and  if  there  shall  not  be  any  pub- 
lick  newspapers  in  any  such  island  or  place,  then  such  person  or  persons, 
agent  or  agents,  shall  give  two  such  notifications,  in  writing,  under  his  or 
their  respective  hand  or  hands,  to  thesaid  Collector,  Customer,  or  Searcher, 
or  the  deputy  or  deputies  of  such  Collector,  Customer,  or  Seacher,  or, 
where  there  shall  be  no  such  Collector,  Customer,  or  Seacher,  to  such 
principal  officer  or  officers,  or  his  or  their  deputy  or  deputies  as  aforesaid; 
and  every  such  Collector,  Customer,  or  Searcher,  and  principal  officer  or 
officers,  or  such  deputy  or  deputies,  shall  subscribe  his  or  their  name  or 
names  on  some  conspicuous  part  of  both  the  said  gazettes,  newspapers, 
or  written  notifications  respectively,  and  by  the  first  ship  which  shall  sail 
(after  his  or  their  receipt  of  such  gazettes,  newspapers,  or  written  notifi- 
cations respectively)  from  such  port  or  place  to  any  port  of  Great  liritain, 
shall  transmit  or  send  to  the  Treasurer  of  Grceninch  Hospital,  or  the  de- 
puty of  such  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  one  of  the  said  gazettes,  news- 
papers, or  written  notifications,  with  his  or  their  name  or  names  so  sub- 
scribed to  and  upon  the  same  respectively,  to  be  there  registered,  and 
shall  faithfully  preserve  and  keep  the  other  of  the  said  two  gazettes,  news- 
papers, or  written  notifications,  with  his  or  their  name  or  names  sub- 
scribed as  aforesaid,  in  his  or  their  custody  ;  and  that  in  every  such  print- 
ed or  written  notification  as  aforesaid,  the  said  person  or  persons,  agent 
or  agents,  shaU  insert  or  specify  his  or  their  place  or  places  of  abode,  and 
the  precise  day  of  the  month  and  year  appointed  for  the  payment  of  the 
several  and  respective  shares  of  the  prize  or  prizes  to  the  captors ;  and  all 
such  notifications  with  respect  to  prizes,  which  shall  be  condemned  in 
Great  Jirilain,  shall  be  published  in  the  London  Gazette,  three  days  at 
least  before  any  part  or  parts,  share  or  proportion  of  any  such  prize  or 
prizes  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  or  persons  entitled  thereto ;  and  all 
such  notifications,  with  respect  to  prizes  condemned  in  any  other  part  of 
his  Majesty's  dominions,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  Collector,  Customer, 
or  Searcher,  or  principal  officer  or  officers  aforesaid  respectively,  or  such 
respective  deputy  or  deputies,  three  days  at  least  before  any  part  or  parts, 
share  or  proportion,  ol  any  such  prize  or  prizes,  shall  be  paid  to  any  per- 
son or  persons  entitled  thereto ;  after  which  several  and  respective  notifi- 
cations, if  any  men's  shares  shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  persons  or 
agents  appointed  as  aforesaid,  either  belonging  to  such  men  as  shall  be 
run  from  his  Majesty's  service,  or  which  shall  not  be  legally  demanded 
within  three  years,  then  such  share  or  shares  so  remaining  in  the  persons 
or  agents'  hands,  or  belonging  to  such  men  as  shall  run  from  his  Majes- 
ty's service,  shall  go  and  be  paid  to  the  use  of  Greentaich  Hospital. 

XX(.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted  by  the .autkority  aforesaid,  That  if 
any  person  or  agent,  to  be  appointed  for  appraisement  or  sale  of  any  prize 
or  prizes  which  shall  be  seized  and  taken  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  pubhsh,  give,  or  deliver,  any  notification  herein-before  directed 
or  required  to  be  published,  given,  or  delivered,  before  the  payment  of 
any  part  of  such  prize-money,  or  in  the  manner  herein-before  appointed, 
or  shall  not  set  forth  and  specify  therein  the  matters  and  things  herein- 
before directed  to  be  specified  and  set  forth  ;  every  such  person  or  agent 
shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in 
any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  record  in  Great  Britain,  or  elsewhere  in 
any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  in  which  no  essoin,  protection,  privilege, 
wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed  ;  and  if  any 
Collector,  Customer,  or  Searcher,  of  his  Majesty's  Customs,  or  principal 
officer  or  officers,  or  such  deputy  or  deputies  as  aforesaid,  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  receive  or  to  attest,  or  shall  not  transmit  or  send  any  such  gazette, 
newspapers,  or  written  notification,  as  aforesaid,  in  such  manner  as  is 
before  directed,  every  such  Collector,  Customer,  or  Searcher,  principal 
officer  or  officers,  or  such  deputy  or  deputies  so  offending,  shall,  for  every 
such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  same  msinner  as  the  above  penalty  is  directed  to  be  sued 
for  and  recovered. 

XXII.  .?;«/  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
notifications  in  all  such  gazettes,  newspapers,  and  in  writing  respectively, 
as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  so  transmitted  and  attested  by  such  Collector, 
Customer,  or  Searcher,  or  principal  officer  or  officers,  or  such  deputy  or 
deputies  as  aforesaid,  and  registered  at  the  said  Koyal  Hospital,  on  proof 
of  the  handwriting  of  such  Collector,  Customer,  or  Searcher,  principal 
officer  or  olficers,  or  deputy  or  deputies,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times,  shall  be  good  and  sufficient  evidence  in  all  his  Majesty's  courts  of 
law  and  equity,  that  the  person  or  persons,  whose  name  or  names  is  or 
are  therein  set  forth  and  specified  as  the  agent  or  agents  for  the  prize  or 
prizes  therein  respectively  mentioned,  is  or  are  such  agent  or  agents. 

XXIII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  declared  and  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be 
construed  to  extend,  or  exempt  any  ships,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandises, 
which  shall  be  taken  as  prize,  and  brought  or  imported  into  this  kingdom, 
or  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  from  the  payment  of  any  customs  or 


Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
Tlie  Committee  of  Claims  rej)orted,  that  there  is  due. 
To  Henri/  Holler,  for  I-lifles  and  Cash  furnished  to  Cap- 
tain Nelson's  Company  of  Riflemen,  the  sum  of  364.8 
Dollars,  to  be  charged  to  said  Company  ;  and  for  Provisions 
for  said  Company,  the  sum  of  171.3  Dollars ;  and  for  ne- 
cessaries provided  for  Prisoners  M  Reading,  1203  Dollars; 
and  for  his  pay  as  Quartermaster  in  procuring  Provisions, 
59  Dollars;  for  provisions  made  for  receiving  the  Prisoners 
from  Johnstown,  the  sum  of  240  Dollars  ;  for  expresses  and 

duties,  or  from  being  subject  to  such  restrictions  and  regulations  to  which 
the  same  now  are  or  shall  hereafter  be  liable  by  virtue  of  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  realm. 

XXIV.  Provided  ahcays,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  if  any  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  taken  as  prize,  or  any  goods 
therein,  shall  appear,  and  be  proved,  in  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  or 
Vice-Admiralty  Court,  to  have  belonged  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 
of  Great  liritain  or  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  dominions  and  territories  re- 
maining and  continuing  in  their  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  under  his 
Majesty's  protection,  which  were  before  taken  or  surprised  by  any  of  his 
Majesty's  rebellious  Colonies  or  Plantations  before-mentioned,  and  at  any 
time  afterwards  again  surprised  and  retaken  from  his  Majesty's  said  rebel- 
lious Colonics  or  Plantations  by  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  or 
other  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  under  his  Majesty's  protection  and  obedience ; 
that  then  such  ships,  vessols,  boats,  and  goods,  and  every  such  part  and 
parts  thereof  as  aforesaid,  formerly  belonging  to  such  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects remaining  and  coniinuing  under  his  protection,  shall  in  all  cases  be 
adjudged  to  be  restored,  and  shall  be,  by  decree  of  the  said  High  Court  of 
Admiralty  or  Vice-Admiralty  Court,  accordingly  restored  to  such  former 
owner  or  owners,  or  proprietors,  he  or  they  paying  for  and  in  lieu  of  sal- 
vage (if  retaken  from  the  rebels)  one-eighth  part  of  the  true  value  of  the 
ships,  vessels,  boats,  and  goods  respectively  so  to  be  restored ;  which  sal- 
vage shall  be  answered  and  paid  to  the  captains,  officers,  and  seamen,  to 
be  divided  in  such  manner  as  before  in  this  act  is  directed  touching  the 
share  of  prizes  belonging  to  the  flag  officers,  captains,  olficers,  seamen, 
marines,  and  soldiers. 

XXV.  ./Ind  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no 
person  or  persons  belonging  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  or  vessels  of 
war,  who  shall  run  away  or  withdraw  him  or  themselves  from  the  ship  or 
vessel  by  which  any  prize  or  prizes  shall  be  taken,  or  otherwise,  from  his 
Majesty's  service,  before  or  alter  notification  ^hall  be  given  by  the  persons 
or  agents  appointed  as  aforesaid,  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  payment  of 
the  several  shares  to  the  captors  of  the  said  prize  or  prizes,  shall  have,  or 
be  entitled  to  have  or  claim,  any  interest  in  or  benefit  of  the  said  share  or 
shares  of  the  said  prize  or  prizes,  or  any  part  thereof,  but  such  share  and 
shares  of  such  prize  and  prizes  shall  go  and  be  paid  to  the  use  of  Green- 
wich Hospital. 

XXVI.  Provided  alieays.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  or  do 
run  away  or  withdraw  him  or  themselves  from  any  such  ship  or  vessel  as 
aforesaid,  after  notification  given  as  aforesaid,  he  and  they  shall  forfeit 
and  lose  such  part  of  his  and  their  share  and  shares  of  the  said  prize  or 
prizes  as  shall  be  remaining  in  the  said  agent  or  agents  hands  at  the  time 
of  his  or  their  running  away  or  withdrawing  him  or  themselves;  any- 
thing herein-before  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  not- 
withstanding. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
all  and  every  person  and  persons,  agent  and  agents,  and  others,  who  shall 
sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  prize  or  prizes  so  to  be  taken  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  within  the  space  of  three  calendar  months  next  alter  the  day  to  bo 
appointed  tor  the  first  payment  or  distribution  to  the  captors  of  such  prize 
or  prizes,  made  in  pursuance  of  such  publick  notification  as  aforesaid, 
make  out  and  transmit  or  deliver  unto  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Royal 
Hospital  of  Green-mich  for  the  time  being,  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as 
he  shall  for  that  purpose  depute  or  appoint,  a  true  state  and  account  in 
writing,  under  the  hand  or  hands  of  such  agent  or  agents,  or  person  or 
persons  so  employed,  of  the  produce  of  all  such  prize  and  prizes  as  afore- 
said, together  with  an  account  of  the  payments  of  the  several  shares  to 
the  captors  as  shall  then  have  been  really  and  bonajide  by  him  or  them 
respectively  paid ;  and  also  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  agents, 
and  others,  that  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  any  prize  or 
prizes,  which  shall  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter  be  taken  by  any  of  his 
Majesty's  ships  or  vessels  of  war,  such  person  and  persons,  agents,  and 
others,  so  selling  and  disposing  thereof,  shall,  within  the  space  of  three 
calendar  months  next  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  three  years  limit- 
ed by  this  act,  make  out  an  exact  account  in  writing  of  the  produce  of 
such  prize  and  prizes,  as  also  of  the  payments  of  the  several  shares  to  the 
respective  captors,  together  with  a  true  and  just  account  upon  oath,  to  be 
taken  belbre  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Hospital  for  the  lime  being,  or  any 
other  person  or  persons  by  him  for  that  purpose  deputed  and  authorized 
in  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal,  (which  oath  the  said  Treasurer  of  the 
said  Hospital,  and  his  sufficient  deputy  and  deputies,  authorized  as  afore- 
said, is  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  administer,)  of  all 
sum  and  sums  of  money  as  shall  be  then  remaining  in  such  agent  or 
agents,  or  persons  custody,  power  or  possession,  and  shall  at  the  same 
time  deliver,  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Hospi- 
tal for  the  time  being,  or  to  his  sulhcient  deputy  or  agent,  the  said  accounts 
so  attested  upon  oath  as  aforesaid,  together  with  all  such  remaining  sum 
and  sums  of  money  then  so  left  and  remaining  in  his  or  their  hands  as 
aforesaid,  taking  from  the  said  Treasurer,  or  his  proper  deputy  or  agent, 
his  or  their  acquittance  or  acquittances  for  the  same. 

XXVIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  and  every  person  and 
persons  hereby  directed  to  transmit  or  deliver  ail  or  any  the  accounts 
before-mentioned,  who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  transmit  or  deliver  all 
or  any  such  account  or  accounts  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Hospital, 
or  his  said  deputy  or  agent,  within  the  before-limited  and  appointed 
time,  in  manner  and  form  as  is  herein-before  mentioned,  or  who  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  over  all  and  every  such  sum  and  sums  of  money 
as  shall  remain  in  his  or  their  hand  or  hands,  power,  custody,  or  posses- 
sion, after  the  term  of  three  years,  to  be  accounted  as  aforesaid,  shall,  for 
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incidental  charges,  tlie  sum  of  62.9  Dollars;  the  whole 
amounting  to  2101  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  assigned  for  taking  into 
consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  General 
Washington's  Letter  of  the  24th  of  March. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  April  13,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  20,000  Dollars  be  drawn 

every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  over  and  above 
the  money  then  in  such  agents  hands ;  one-third  part  whereof  shall  be- 
long to  his  Majesty,  and  the  remaining  two-third  parts  to  the  said  Royal 
Hospital,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint, 
or  information,  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  record,  in  which  no 
essoin,  protection,  privilege,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  impar- 
lance, shall  be  allowed. 

XXIX.  Jliitl  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
if  any  fraud,  collusion,  or  deceit,  shall  be  wittingly  or  willingly  made, 
used,  committed,  permitted,  or  done,  or  suffered,  in  making,  stating,  or 
balancing,  any  such  accounts,  then  every  person  or  persons  who  shall  be 
thereof  duly  convicted,  and  his  and  their  aiders  and  abetters,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay,  for  every  such  offence,  over  and  above  the  penalties  and  puni^h- 
menls  inflicted  by  this  act,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds;  one-third 
part  whereof  to  be  to  the  use  of  his  Majesty,  and  one  other  third  part  to 
the  use  of  the  said  Hospital,  and  the  remaining  third  part  to  the  informer 
who  shall  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered,  with  costs  of  suit,  bv  action 
of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  court  of  record,  in  which  no 
essoin,  protection,  privilege,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  impar- 
lance, shall  be  allowed. 

XXX.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  Register  or  Registers  of  his  Majesty's  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and 
all  other  Courts  of  Admiralty  in  Great  Britain,  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
duly  enter  or  register,  or  cause  to  be  entered  or  registered,  in  one  or  more 
book  or  books,  to  be  by  him  or  them  kept  for  that  purpose  only,  all  let- 
ters of  attorney  that  shall  be  exhibited  by  any  agent  or  agents  for  any 
prize  or  prizes  which  shall  be  taken  by  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  or 
vessels  of  war,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  same  shall  be  so  exhibited 
or  delivered  to  such  Register  or  Registers,  at  his  or  their  respective  offices ; 
which  registry  shall  contain  the  day  of  delivery  and  entry,  the  dates  of 
the  letters  of  attorney,  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  agents,  the 
names  of  the  prizes  taken,  together  with  the  names  of  the  ships  or  vessels 
by  which  such  prizes  shall  have  been  taken ;  and  the  said  Register  or 
Registers  shall,  on  the  26th  day  oi  March,  and  the  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, or  within  forty  days  thereafter,  in  every  year,  transmit  or  deliver 
unto  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Hospital,  or  to  Ihe  lawful  deputy  of  such 
Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  a  true  copy  or  transcript,  under  his  or  their 
hand  or  hands,  of  all  such  entries  as  aforesaid,  within  the  preceding  half 
year ;  and  if  such  Register  or  Registers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make 
and  keep  such  entries,  or  to  transmit  or  deliver  such  copies  thereof  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  respective  times  herein-before  limited  for  that  pur- 
pose, be  or  they  shall,  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information, 
in  any  of  his  Majesty's  courts  of  record,  in  which  no  essoin,  protection, 
privilege,  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  imparlance,  shall  be  allowed. 

XXXI.  .4wrf  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  'I'hat 
the  Register  or  Registers  of  all  and  every  the  Court  and  Courts  of  Ad- 
miralty in  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  shall  yearly  and  every  year, 
upon  the  23d  day  of  October,  or  within  three  calendar  months  next  after 
the  same,  make  out  and  transcribe  true  copies  of  all  and  every  such  letter 
and  letters  of  attorney  as  shall  be  so  registered  in  the  said  Court  or  Courts, 
to  which  the  Judge  and  Judges  of  the  said  Court  and  Courts  shall  affix  his 
and  their  seal  of  office;  and  then  the  said  Register  and  Registers  shall 
transmit  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Royal  Hospital  at  Green- 
•wich,  to  be  there  registered,  and  to  be  inspected  by  any  person  gratis,  the 
charges  of  which  copies,  and  affixing  the  seal  or  seals  thereto,  and  trans- 
mitting the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  Hospital,  shall  be  paid  by 
the  said  agent  or  agents  at  the  time  of  making  such  registry  as  aforesaid  ; 
and  in  case  such  Register  or  Registers  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  trans- 
scribe  and  transmit  such  copy  and  copies  of  the  said  letter  and  letters  of 
attorney  in  manner  aforesaid,  (any  ship  or  ships  in  that  time  sailing  from 
such  port  or  place  to  any  port  or  place  in  Great  Britain,)  such  Register 
and  Registers  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  him  or  them  who  will  sue  for  the  same, 
by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any  court  of  record  in 
Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  in  which 
no  essoin,  protection,  privilege,  or  wager  of  law,  or  more  than  one  im- 
parlance, shall  be  allowed. 

XXXII.  And  for  the  more  effectual  making  of  such  letters  of  attorney 
evidence  of  the  agency  of  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  the  same  shall 
be  made.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  true 
copies  of  such  letter  and  letters  of  attorney,  and  of  transcripts  under  seal, 
transmitted  by  the  said  Register  or  Registers  of  the  Court  and  Courts  of 
Vice-Admiralty  within  any  of  his  Majesty's  dominions,  and  registered  by 
the  said  Treasurer  of  Greenwich  Hospital,  shall,  from  time  to  time,  and 
at  all  times  hereafter,  be  good  and  sufficient  evidence  of  the  agency  of 
the  person  or  persons  to  whom  such  letters  of  attorney  ;s  or  shall  be 
made ;  and  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  shall  be  admit- 
ted, without  further  or  other  proof  thereof,  to  be  legal  evidence  in  all  his 
Majesty's  courts  of  record  of  law  or  equity  ;  any  law,  custom,  or  usage, 
to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

XXXIII.  .Ind  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
no  agent  or  agents  for  prizes  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued,  impleaded,  or  ar- 
rested, by  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  made  run  from  his  Majes- 
ty's service,  in  the  lists  to  be  duly  certified  of  the  names  of  the  officers, 
seamen,  marines,  soldiers,  or  others,  who  shall  be  actually  on  board  any 
of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  at  the  taking  of  any  prize  or  prizes,  until 
the  end  of  three  months  next  after  the  expiration  of  three  years,  limited 
by  this  act  for  the  claiming  of  prizes,  unless  the  person  or  persons  so 


on  the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  James  Mease,  Commissary, 
for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions,  he  to  be  ac- 
countable. 

Mr.  Mease  having  applied  to  Congress  for  advice  how  to 
conduct  himself  in  paying  tlie  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Battalion, 

Resolved,  That  tiie  Queries  propounded  by  Mr.  Mease, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  procuring  Fire-Arms. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Robert  Enuin,  the  balance  of  his  account  for  Wagon 
hire,  the  sum  of  436  Dollars. 

made  run  shall,  before  any  action  brought,  obtain  a  certificate  of  his  or 
their  7?  or  Rs  being  taken  off,  and  the  forfeiture  of  his  or  their  share  of 
such  prizes  being  discharged  by  the  f/'ommissionersof  his.  Majesty's  Navy, 
who  subscribed  the  said  lists,  and  shall  produce  such  certificate  to  the  said 
agent  or  agents  res|>eclively,  and  unless  the  said  agent  or  agente,  on  the 
producing  of  such  certificate  or  certificates,  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  said 
prize-money  (in  case  the  same  be  due  and  payable,  according  to  the 
directions  in  his  Majesty's  declaration)  within  two  months  after  any  such 
demand  made,  and  such  certificate  produced. 

XXXIV.  Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  restrain  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  from  giving 
such  further  rules  and  directions  to  his  respective  Courts  of  Admiralty  and 
Vice-Admiralty,  as  by  his  Majesly,  his  heirs  and  successors,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  or  their  Privy  Council,  shall  be  thought  necessary  or  proper. 

XXXV.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  'i'hat  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be 
construed  to  extend,  to  any  ship  or  vessel  the  property  of  any  person  or 
persons  residing  in  the  said  Colonies  of  JVew-//ampshire,  Massachusetts- 
Bay,  Hhode-Islanil,Connecticut,jVew-rork,JVewJersey, Pennsylvania, 
the  three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  JVorth- 
Carolina,  South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  which 
shall  have  sailed  for  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  from  any  British  sugar 
Colony  or  Plantation  in  the  West-Indies,  on  or  before  the  first  day  ot 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  laden  with  any 
goods  or  commodities  which  before  the  passing  of  this  act  might  be  so 
lawfully  transported  and  carried  in  any  such  ship  or  vessel ;  nor  to  any 
ship  or  vessel  the  property  of  any  person  or  persons  residing  in  the  said 
CoionicB  oi  JVew-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay,  Rhode-Island,  Con- 
necticut, JVew-York,  J\'ew Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  Coun- 
ties on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  JVorth-Carolina,  South- Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  which  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  Jmiuai-J/,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  shall  have 
arrived  at  any  of  the  British  sugar  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  the  f rest- 
Indies,  laden  with  lumber  and  provisions,  or  either  of  them,  and,  after 
discharging  the  same  at  such  sugar  Colony  or  Plantation,  shall,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  o( August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  lade  and  take  on  board  there,  in  order  to  be  transported  from  thence 
into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods  or  commodities  which  may  be 
lawfully  transported  from  such  sugar  Colony  or  Plantation  into  Great 
Britain  or  Ireland  respectively,  in  any  other  British  vessel,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  master  or  person  having  the  charge  of  such  ship  or  vessel 
which  shall  have  so  arrived  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -six,  and  shall  have  been  loaded 
on  or  before  the  said  first  day  oi  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-sis,  shall  produce  a  certificate,  under  the  hands  and  seals  of 
office  of  the  Collector  and  Comptroller,  or  other  principal  officer  of  his 
Majesty's  Customs  for  the  port  or  place  where  such  goods  shall  be  laden, 
certifying  that  such  ship  or  vessel  did  arrive  at  such  sugar  Colony  or 
Plantation  on  or  before  the  said  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  laden  with  lumber  and  provisions,  or  either  of 
them,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and  that,  after  having  discharged  the  same  in 
such  sugar  Colony  or  Plantation,  she  had  taken  on  board  the  several 
goods  therein  laden  for  Great  Britain  ot  Ireland  respectively,  describing 
the  name  and  burthen  of  the  ship,  with  the  name  of  the  master,  and  the 
contents  of  the  cargo,  with  the  particular  marks  and  numbers  of  the 
packages  of  each  sort  and  species  of  goods  so  laden,  the  port  or  place 
where,  and  the  time  when  laden,  and  the  port  in  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land to  which  the  goods  are  consigned,  and  that  bond  and  security  hag 
been  given  for  the  due  landing  thereof  according  to  law ;  which  certificate 
such  Collector  and  Comptroller,  or  other  principal  officer  of  the  customs, 
are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  give  without  fee  or  reward. 

XXX  Vl.  Jl7id  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  certificates  before-mentioned  for  such  ships  or  vessels  as  shall 
be  bound  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  shall  continue  in  force  for  six 
months  from  the  dates  thereof,  and  no  longer ;  and  the  master  or  person 
having  charge  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  port  of  his 
discharge  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  at  the  time  he  reports  his  ship, 
is  hereby  required  to  deliver  up  such  certificate  to  the  Collector  and 
Comptroller,  or  other  principal  officer  of  the  customs  at  such  port,  oa 
forfeiture  of  one  hundred  pounds ;  and  if  any  officer  or  officers  of  the 
customs  shall  give  or  grant  any  false  certificate,  for  the  purpose  required 
or  directed  by  this  act,  such  officer  or  officers  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  be  rendered  incapable  of  serving  his  Majesty,  his 
heirs,  and  successors,  in  any  oflice  whatsoever;  and  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  counterfeit,  erase,  alter,  or  falsify  any  such  certificate,  or 
any  license  required  or  directed  by  this  act,  or  shall  knowingly  make  use 
of  any  false  certificate  or  license,  or  of  any  certificate  or  license  so  coun- 
terfeited, erased,  altered,  or  falsified,  such  person  or  persons  shall,  for 
every  such  oHence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  and  such 
certificate  or  license  shall  be  invalid  and  of  no  effect;  which  said  penal- 
ties, if  the  same  shall  be  incurred  in  Great  Britain  or  within  the  Bri- 
tish dominions  in  America,  shall,  and  may  be  prosecuted,  sued  fur,  and 
recovered,  and  be  divided,  paid,  and  applied,  in  like  manner  as  other 
penalties,  inflicted  by  any  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  trade 
or  revenues  of  the  British  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  America,  are 
directed  to  be  prosecuted,  sued  for,  or  recovered,  divided,  paid,  and  ap- 
plied, by  any  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  now  in  force ;  and  if  the  said 
penalties  shall  be  incurred  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  the  same  shall 
and  may  be  prosecuted,  sued  for,  recovered,  and  applied,  in  such  and 
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Ordered,  That  tlie  same  be  paid. 

A  Petition  from  the  Committees  of  the  Townships  of  Wal- 
pack,  Sandystone,  and  Montague,  in  the  County  of  Sussex, 
ID  New-Jersey,  was  presented  to  Con<;ress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  same  be  referred  to  tlie  Connnission- 
ers  for  Indian  Aflairs,  who  are  Members  of  Congress. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Resolution  for 
the  sale  and  consumption  of  the  Teas  now  in  these  Colo- 
nies, brought  in  the  same,  which  was  read,  and  agreed  to, 
as  follows : 

ibe  like  manner,  as  any  forfeiture  incurred  by  the  laws  now  in  force  in 
the  said  kingdom  of  Ireland,  against  the  running  or  intending  to  run 
goods  into  that  kingdom,  may,  by  any  act  or  acts  of  Parliament  now  ui 
force  there,  be  prosecuted,  sued  for,  recovered,  and  applied. 

XXXVII.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autho' 
rity  aforesaid.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to 
extend,  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  cargo  thereof,  which  shall  have  been 
or  may  be  cleared  out  from  any  port  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  before 
the  1st  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and 
shall  be  bound  to  any  of  the  British  sugar  Colonies  in  the  It  est-liid  es, 
or  which  hath  been,  or  may  be  so  cleared  out  from  the  said  British  sugar 
Colonies,  and  shall  be  uound  to  Great  BHtain  or  Ireland,  in  case  it  shall 
appear  by  the  register  of  such  ship  or  vessel  that  two-thirds  at  the  least  of 
the  owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel  are  his  Majesty's  subjects  residing  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  in  some  of  the  said  British  sugar  Colonies ; 
nor  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  the  cargo  thereof,  which  shall  be  cleared  out 
from  any  port  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  after  the  20th  day  of  January 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  shall  be  bound  to  any 
of  the  British  sugar  Colonies,  or  which  shall  be  cleared  out  alter  the  ".iSth 
day  o{ March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  from  the  said 
British  sugar  Colonies,  and  shall  be  bound  to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  in 
case  it  shall  appear,  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  one  or  more  of  the  owners 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  to  be  endorsed  on  the  register  thereof,  to  be  taken 
before  the  Collector  or  other  principal  officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  or 
place  where  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  cleared  out,  (which  oath  or  affir- 
mation" such  Collector,  or  other  principal  officer  of  the  customs,  is  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  administer,)  that  two-thirds  at  least  of  such  ship 
or  vessel  are  the  property  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  residing  in  Great  Bri- 
tain or  Ireland,  or  in  some  of  the  said  sugar  Colonics  or  Plantations. 

XXXVIII.  And  whereas  many  and  large  debts  are  now  due  from  the 
inhabitants  of  the  JVorth-Jimerican  Colonies  herein-before  mentioned  to 
divers  of  his  Majesty's  good  and  loyal  subjects  residing  in  Great  Britain, 
Ireland  and  the  British  Plantations  in  the  H'est-Indies,  and  many  of 
such  good  and  loyal  subjects  may  have  estates  and  eli'ects  in  some  ot  the 
said  JSi'orth-American  Colonies:  And  whereas  goods  and  merchandise  have 
been  or  may  be  shipped  or  laden  in  the  said  Colonies,  for  and  on  account 
ef  such  debts,  estates,  or  effects,  and  other  goods  and  merchandise  may 
be  laden  there,  and  sent  from  thence  in  consequence  of  orders  given  for 
that  purpose.  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  any 
•hip  or  vessel  which  shall  have  cleared  out  and  sailed  from  any  of  the  said 
Colonies  for  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  any  of  the  British  Plantations  in 
the  M'est-Indies,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-six ;  nor  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
forfeit  any  goods  or  merchandise,  or  effects  which  shall  be  laden  or  ship- 
ped on  board  any  ship  or  vessel  in  any  of  the  said  jVorth- American  Colo- 
nies, on  or  before  the  2.5th  day  o{  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  as  a  remittance  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  residing 
in  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  British  Colonies  or  Plantations  in  the 
West-Indies,  for  or  on  account  of  any  such  estates,  effects,  or  debts,  or  in 
consequence  of  any  orders  given  for  that  purpose,  before  the  21st  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  provided  proof 
thereof  shall  be  made,  on  oath  of  the  parties  to  whom  such  goods,  mer- 
chandise, or  effects,  shall  be  consigned,  or  otherwise  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Judge  or  Court  before  whom  any  seizure  of  such  goods,  merchandise, 
or  effects,  shall  be  depending,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

XXXIX.  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend,  to  any  ship  or  vessel  the  property  of  any  person  or  persons 
residing  in  tlie  said  Ccdonies  of  jVew-Hampshire,  Massachusetts-Bay, 
Jihode-Island,  Connecticut,  JS'ew-Yorh,  JVew-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  the 
three  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  I'irginia,  JV'or/A-  Carolina, 
South-Carolina,  or  Georgia,  which,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  o(  January, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  shall  have  sailed  from  any 
port  or  place  in  Europe  where  such  ship  or  vessel  might  lawfully  trade ; 
or  which  on  or  before  the  said  1st  day  o(  January,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six,  shall  be  actually  laden  in  any  such  port  or  place  for 

Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  with  such  gomls  and  merchandises  as  such  ship 
or  vessel  might  lawfully  so  transport;  nor  to  any  such  ship  or  vessel  as  shall, 
on  the  said  1st  day  ot  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  remain  in  any  port  of  Gr-eat  Britain  or  Ireland,  anything  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwiihstaniling. 

XL.  Provided  also,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend,  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  being  the  property  of  any  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Island  o(  A'antucket,  employed  in  the  whale  fishery 
only,  if  it  shall  appear  by  the  papers  on  board  that  such  ship  or  vessel 
was  fitted  and  cleared  out  from  thence  before  the  1st  day  ot  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five;  or  if  the  master,  or  other  per- 
son having  the  charge  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  as  aforesaid,  shall  pro- 
duce a  certificate  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Governour  or  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts- Bay,  setting 
forth  that  such  ship  or  vessel  (expressing  her  name,  and  the  name  of  her 
master,  and  describing  her  built  and  burthen)  is  the  whole  and  entire  pro- 
perty of  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  the  said  Island  ot  JViintuchet,  and  was 
the  property  of  one  or  more  of  them  on  or  before  the  25th  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five. 


Whereas  by  the  third  article  of  the  Association  entered 
into  by  the  late  Continental  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  on 
the  24th  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  I^ord  1774,  it 
was  agreed,  that,  from  that  day,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies  "  would  not  ])urchase  nor  use  any  Tea  import- 
ed on  account  of  the  East-India  Company,  or  any  on 
which  a  duty  had  been  or  should  be  paid ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  March  then  next  following,  they  would 
not  purchase  or  use  any  East-India  Tea  whatever:"  And 
whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  Congress,  that  the 
time   as  aforesaid  limited  for  the  consumption  of  the  Tea 

XLI.  And  whereas,  before  the  passing  this  act,  and  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  said  unnatural  rebellion,  divers  persons,  vessels,  car- 
goes, and  other  effects,  may  have  been  seized,  detained,  examined,  searched, 
damaged,  or  destroyed,  for  the  publick  service,  in  withstanding  or  sup- 
pressing the  said  rebellion.  Be  il  further  enacted  by  the  author,  ty  afore- 
said, 'X'hat  all  such  acts  shall  be  deemed  just  and  legal  to  ail  intents, 
constructions,  and  purposes  whatsoever ;  and  if  any  action  or  suit  shall 
be  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  any  person  or  persons  for  or  by 
reason  of  anything  so  done,  or  for  or  by  reason  of  anything  done  or  acted 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  such  action  or  suit 
shall  be  commenced  within  six  calendar  monlhs  next  after  the  fact  com- 
mitted, and  not  afterwards ;  and  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall  and 
may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the  special  matter  in 
evidence;  and  if  the  act  shall  appear  to  have  been  done  for  the  service 
of  the  publick,  or  in  pursuance  ot  and  by  the  authority  of  this  act,  or  if 
any  such  action  or  suit  shall  be  brought  after  the  time  herein-before  limit- 
ed for  bringing  the  same,  then  the  jury  shall  find  for  the  defendant  or 
defendants ;  and  upon  such  finding,  or  if  the  plaintiff  or  plaintitfs  shall 
be  nonsuited,  or  discontinue  his  or  their  action  alter  the  defendant  or 
defendants  shall  have  appeared,  or  if  upon  demurrer  judgment  shall  be 
given  against  the  plaintill  or  plaintifis,  the  defendant  or  defendants  shall 
and  may  recover  treble  costs. 

XLII.  And  whereas  an  act  was  passed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  (intituled.  An  act  to  discontinue,  in  such 
manner,  and  for  such  time,  as  are  therein  mentioned,  the  landing  and 
discharging,  lading  or  shipping,  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  at  the 
town,  and  within  the  harbour  ot  Boston,  in  the  Province  of  ./)/u««acAw- 
sells-Bay,  in  j\'orth-America  ;)  and  also  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session 
of  Parliament,  (intituled.  An  act  to  restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  Provinces  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  JVew-Bampshire,  and  Colo- 
nies of  Connecticut,  and  Rhode-Island  and  Providence  Plantation,  in 
J^'orth-America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  Islands  in 
the  JVest-Indies ;  and  to  prohibit  such  Provinces  and  Colonies  from  car- 
rying on  any  fishery  on  the  banks  ot  J\'ewfoundland,  or  other  places 
therein  mentioned,  under  certain  conditions  and  limitations ;)  and  also 
another  act  passed  in  the  same  session,  (intituled.  An  act  to  restrain  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  Colonies  of  J\"ew-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia,  and  South-Carolina,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and 
the  British  Islands  in  the  West-Indies,  under  certain  conditions  and 
limitations  :)  And  whereas  the  prohibitions  and  restraints  imposed  by  the 
said  acts  will  be  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  provisions  ot  this  act,  Be  it 
therefore  etiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  from  and  after  the 
l»\,  ioLj  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  the 
said  acts  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

XLIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
this  act,  so  fcr  as  the  same  relates  to  the  capture  and  forleiture  of  ships 
and  vessels  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  above-mentioned  Colo- 
nics, shall,  except  in  the  cases  herein-before  mentioned,  commence  and 
be  in  force  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  JujiHuri/,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  ;  and  so  far  as  the  same  relates  to  the  capture  and  for- 
feiture of  all  other  ships  and  vessels  that  shall  be  found  going  to  trade  in 
or  at  any  of  the  said  Colonies,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six ;  and  so  far  as  the  same 
relates  to  the  capture  and  forfeiture  of  all  other  ships  and  vessels  that 
shall  be  found  trading  in  or  at  any  of  the  said  Colonics,  or  bound  and 
trading  from  any  port  or  place  in  the  same,  from  and  after  the  26th  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six;  and  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  in  force  so  long  as  the  said  Colonies  respectively  shall  remain 
in  a  state  of  rebellion. 

XLIV.  Provided  always  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  'I'hat  in  order  to  encourage  all  well-affected  per- 
sons in  any  of  the  said  Colonies  to  exert  themselves  in  suppressing  the 
retellion  therein,  and  to  afford  a  speedy  protection  to  those  who  are  dis- 
posed to  return  to  their  duty,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any 
person  or  persons,  appointed  and  authoiized  by  his  Majesty  to  grant  a 
pardon  or  pardons  to  any  number  or  description  of  persons,  by  procla- 
ma'rion,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  to  declare  any  Colony  or  Province,  Colo- 
nies or  Provinces,  or  any  County,  Town,  Port,  District,  or  place,  in  any 
Colony  or  Province,  to  be  at  the  peace  of  his  Majesty ;  and  from  and 
after  the  issuing  of  any  such  proclamation  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  Colo- 
nies or  Provinces,  oi  if  his  Majesty  shall  be  graciously  pleased  to  signify 
the  same  by  his  Royal  Proclamation,  then,  from  and  after  the  issuing  of 
such  proclamation,  this  act,  with  respect  to  such  Colony  or  Province,  Co- 
lonies or  Provinces,  County,  'I'own,  Port,  District,  or  place,  shall  cease, 
determme,  and  be  utterly  void ;  and  if  any  captures  shall  be  made,  after 
the  date  and  issuing  of  such  proclamations,  of  any  ships  or  vessels,  and 
their  cargoes,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  any  such  Colony  or  Pro- 
vince, Colonies  or  Provinces,  County,  Town,  Port,  District,  or  place,  or 
of  any  ships  trading  to  or  from  such  Colony  or  Province,  Colonies  or 
Provinces  respectively,  the  same  shall  be  restored  to  the  owners  of  such 
ships  or  vessels,  upon  claim  being  entered,  and  due  proof  made  of  their 
property  therein,  and  the  captors  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  action  for 
seizing  or  detaining  the  said  ships  or  vessels,  or  their  cargoes,  without 
proof  being  made  that  they  had  actual  notice  of  such  proclamatijn 
having  been  issued. 

XLV.  Provided  always.  Thai  such  proclamation  or  proclamations 
shall  not  discharge  or  suspend  any  proceeding  upon  any  capture  of  any 
such  ship  or  vessel  made  before  the  date  and  issuing  thereof. 
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then  on  hand,  was  too  short;  whereliy  many  zealous  friends 
to  the  American  cause,  who  had  imported  large  quantities 
of  that  commodity,  with  design  not  merely  to  advance  their 
fortunes,  but  to  counteract  the  plan  then  pursued  by  the 
Ministry  and  India  Company  to  introduce  and  sell  in  these 
Colonies  Tea  subject  to  duty,  are  likely  to  become  great 
sufferers — the  greater  part  of  the  estates  of  many  of  them 
being  vested  in  that  article,  and  they,  by  that  means,  ren- 
dered incapable  not  only  of  paying  their  debts  and  main- 
taining their  families,  but  also  of  vigorously  exerting  them- 
selves in  the  service  of  their  country :  And  whereas  it  was 
originally  the  design  of  Congress  that  all  India  Tea,  which 
had  been  imported  agreeable  to  the  tenour  of  the  said  As- 
sociation, might  be  sold  and  consumed  ;  but  the  time  limited 
for  that  purpose  proving  too  short : 

Resolved,  That  all  India  Tea,  imported  as  aforesaid,  ex- 
pressly excepting  all  Teas  imported  by  or  on  account  of  the 
East-India  Company,  now  remaining  on  hand  in  these  Co- 
lonies, be  sold  and  used. 

And  whereas,  from  the  future  importation  of  Tea  being 
prohibited,  some  Tea-holders  may  be  tempted  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  scarcity  whicli  will  be  occasioned  by  it,  and 
exact  exorbitant  prices  for  an  article  of  little  real  value  in 
itself,  and  which  owes  its  worth  to  a  habit,  in  many  respects, 
pernicious  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies : 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  Bohea  Tea  ought  not  to  be 
sold  by  retail  in  the  smallest  quantities,  at  a  higher  price,  in 
any  Colony,  than  at  the  rate  of  three-fourth  parts  of  a  Dol- 
lar per  pound  ;  and  other  Teas  at  such  a  price  as  shall  be 
regulated  by  the  Committees  of  the  Town  or  County  wliere 
the  Tea  is  sold  ;  and  that  all  persons  who  shall  either  give 
or  take  a  greater  price  for  it  ought  to  be  considered  as  ene- 
mies to  the  American  cause,  and  treated  accordingly.  And 
it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  all  Committees  of  Inspection 
and  Observation,  as  well  to  be  vigilant  in  carrying  this  Re- 
solve into  execution  as  those  which  prohibit  the  importation 
of  India  Tea  from  any  part  of  the  world,  it  being  the  desire 
of  Congress  to  exclude  all  Teas,  except  such  as  make  part 
of  the  cargoes  of  prizes  taken  by  ships  of  war  or  privateers 
belonging  to  these  Colonies. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  de- 
liver to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hartley  one  quarter-cask  of 
Powder,  to  repay  so  much  by  him  borrowed  for  the  use  of 
the  Continent. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Letter  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  New-Jersey,  brought  in  a  draft, 
which,  being  read,  was  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  transcribed,  signed  by  the 
President,  and  transmitted. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Representation 
and  Queries  oi  James  Mease,  respecting  the  Sixth  Battalion 
of  Troops  commanded  by  Colonel  Irvine,  brought  in  their 
Report,  which  was  read. 

Whereupon  Resolved,  That  the  Certificates  of  Magis- 
trates, or  other  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  County  of 
Cumberland,  who  have  inspected  and  examined  the  Com- 
panies of  the  said  Battalion,  shall,  in  this  instance,  justify 
the  Paymaster  in  paying  such  Companies,  agreeable  to  the 
said  Certificates,  the  Mustermaster  being  absent. 

That  the  supernumerary  Privates  that  have  been  inlisted, 
and  are  armed  and  clothed,  be  continued  and  paid. 

That  the  Officers  in  the  said  Battalion  be  paid  for  their 
subsistence  since  the  recmiting  service  has  been  over,  at  the 
rates  used  in  other  Battalions. 

That  the  claim  of  the  Ensign,  in  Captain  Wilson's  Com- 
pany, to  pay  and  subsistence  from  the  time  of  entering  into 
actual  service,  be  allowed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  empowered  to 
build  two  Galleys,  capable  of  carrying,  each,  two  thirty-six 
or  forty-two-pounders,  to  oppose  the  enemy's  Vessels  in 
Bays  and  Harbours. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  casting  Cannon  be 
directed  to  contract  for  the  casting  forty  Howitzers,  with  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  Shells. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
application  of  James  Hughes,  late  Town-Major  of  Montreal, 
and  now  one  of  the  prisoners  of  the  thirteen  United  Colonies, 
brought  in  their  Report,  wherein  they  represent, 


"  That  it  appears  to  them  that  Mrs.  Hughes,  the  wife  of 
the  said  James  Hughes,  on  or  about  the  5th  of  February 
last,  bargained-wiih  a  certain  Jabez  West,  for  divers  goods 
and  merchandise,  in  her  possession,  at  Montreal,  for  which 
the  said  West,  as  the  said  James  Hughes  alleges,  agreed  to 
pay  £905  11  9J,  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain,  and 
£151  1  9,  Halifax  currency,  in  gold  and  silver,  to  said 
Hughes,  within  eighteen  days  from  that  time :  upon  which 
payment  being  made,  the  goods  were  to  be  deliverfed  at 
Albany,  to  the  said  West,  by  a  certain  John  Stevenson,  at 
Albany,  to  whom  they  were  to  be  sent  at  the  expense  of 
said  West;  that  the  said  West  paid  to  said  Hughes  240 
dollars,  in  part ;  but  it  was,  as  the  said  Hughes  alleges, 
agreed,  that  if  the  residue  of  the  money  was  not  paid  within 
the  time  limited,  then  the  240  dollars  were  to  be  forfeited, 
and  the  goods  not  to  be  delivered ;  that  the  goods  arrived  at 
Albany,  and  were  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  who, 
on  the  11th  of  March  last,  by  some  means  or  other,  was 
induced  to  deliver  the  goods  to  West,  though  he  paid  no 
money ;  that  the  said  West  gave  a  bond  to  the  said  Steven- 
son, payable  to  the  said  Hughes,  for  £  1609  18  8,  Conti- 
nental currency,  on  the  9th  of  April  instant,  without  any 
authority  from  the  said  Hughes,  as  he  alleges ;  that  the  said 
West  proceeded  with  the  goods,  immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  them,  to  some  of  the  Eastern  Colonies,  and,  it  is  appre- 
hended, to  Connecticut.  Upon  the  whole,  the  Committee 
are  of  opinion,  that  the  said  Hughes  may  probably  lose  hb 
debt  from  West,  without  the  interposition  of  Congress,  or 
their  permission  to  him  to  go  in  pursuit  of  the  said  West." 

Whereupon  Resolved,  That  Governour  Trumbull,  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  be  desired  to  direct  the  most  effectual 
method,  according  to  law,  to  be  taken,  for  securing  the  per^ 
son  of  Jabez  West,  or  his  effects,  to  the  value  of  the  debt 
due  to  James  Hughes,  if  either  can  be  found  in  his  Govern- 
ment ;  and  to  see  that  justice  be  done  in  the  premises. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday  next. 

Monday,  April  15,  1776. 

A  Letter,  of  the  4th,  from  General  Washington,  enclosing 
a  Letter  from  Governour  Cooke,  and  an  account  of  the 
Powder  supplied  the  Army  at  Cambridge  by  the  Colony 
of  Massachusetts-Bay,  from  the  10th  of  June  last;  also,  a 
Letter,  of  the  2d,  from  General  Schuyler,  with  eight  papers 
enclosed,  being  laid  before  Congress,  and  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letters,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  intelligence  received  respecting  the 
Indians  be  kept  secret. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  from  the  Commit- 
tees of  Walpack,  &c.,  was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn,  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Secret  Committee,  upon  Henry  Wisner, 
Esq.,  in  favour  of  the  Petitioners,  for  two  hundred  pounds 
of  Powder,  they  paying  for  the  same. 

That  one  thousand  Flints  be  delivered  to  the  Petitioners. 

That  the  Petitioners  be  desired  to  send  Garret  Broad- 
head,  Esq.,  to  the  nearest  Indian  Settlement,  in  order  to 
discover  whether  any  uneasiness  subsists  among  the  Indians 
in  that  part  of  the  country;  and,  if  it  subsists,  from  what 
cause  it  arises. 

That  a  Letter  be  written  by  the  President  of  the  Con- 
gress to  General  Schuyler,  to  inform  him  of  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  inhabitants  on  the  Western  boundaries  of  New- 
Jersey  from  the  Indians,  and  to  request  him  to  direct  proper 
inquiries  to  be  made,  whether  there  be  any  foundation  for 
such  apprehensions. 

The  Congress,  taking  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Petition  of  John  Secord, 

Resolved,  That  a  certified  copy  of  said  Petition  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  Governour  of  Connecticut ;  that  he  be  reqjuested 
to  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  facts  therein 
stated ;  and,  if  found  true,  that  it  be  recommended  to  him 
to  cause  restitution  to  be  made  to  the  Petitioner. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  again  recommended  to  the  Settlers 
at  Wyoming  and  the  Susquehannah  River,  as  well  those 
under  Pennsylvania  as  those  under  Connecticut,  to  cultivate 
harmony,  to  consider  themselves  as  jointly  interested  in  the 
event  of  the  American  cause,  and  not,  by  mutual  acts  oT 
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violence  or  oppression,  to  injure  that  union  that  happily  sub- 
sists between  ail  the  Colonies,  and  on  which  their  welfare  so 
much  depends. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Committee  for  fortifying  Ports  be 
empowered  to  v\'rite,  in  the  name  of  the  Congress,  to  Gene- 
ral Washington,  and  request  him  to  send  a  proper  person  to 
examine  such  Ports  on  the  coast  of  New-England  as  they 
shall  direct,  and  report  thereon. 

That  the  said  Committee  be  empowered  to  employ  pro- 
per persons  to  examine  the  several  Ports  and  Harboure  on 
the  coast  between  New-York  and  Delaware  Bay,  and  be- 
tween Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Bays,  and  to  the  South- 
waj'd. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sup- 
ply the  inhabitants  of  Monmouth  County,  in  New-Jersey, 
with  three  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  they  paying  for  the 
same. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  resolution,  whereby  persons  resident,  having  pro- 
perty in  America,  who  assist  any  of  the  enemies  of  the  Uni- 
ted Colonies  in  the  capture  of  Vessels  or  Goods,  may  be 
made  liable  to  make  good  the  damages  to  the  sufferers. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr. 
Wythe. 

A  Petition  from  Moses  Kirkland,  a  prisoner,  was  present- 
ed to  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
soners. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  ways  and  means  of  supplying  the 
Troops  in  Canada. 

■  Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Mr.  jR.  Morris  be  directed 
to  purchase  Bills  of  Exchange  to  the  amount  of  £3000, 
sterling,  and  deliver  the  same  to  Mr.  Price ;  and  that  Mr. 
Morris  be  indemnified  for  any  loss  that  may  arise  from  en- 
dorsing them. 

That  the  sum  of  1.3,333.3  Dollars  be  advanced  to  Mr. 
Price,  to  be  employed  by  him  in  the  service  of  the  Conti- 
nent, in  Canada,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Officers  of  the  Rifle  Battalion,  and 
Independent  Rifle  Companies,  be  authorized  and  directed 
to  recruit  the  said  Battalion  and  Companies,  and  inlist  the 
men  as  speedily  as  possible ;  and  that  their  reinlistment  be 
for  two  years  from  the  expiration  of  their  present  term,  liable 
to  be  discharged  sooner,  if  the  Congress  shall  think  proper, 
upon  receiving  a  month's  pay  advance. 

A  Petition  from  Thomas  Learning,  Jun.,  in  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  Inspection  of  the  County  of  Cape-May,  in 
tlie  Colony  of  New-Jersey,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and 
read,  setting  forth  the  defenceless  state  of  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  praying  for  a  supply  of  Powder  and  Lead, 
and  that  two  Companies  of  the  Continental  forces  may  be 
stationed  there. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  be  granted. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  16,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  9th,  from  Commodore  E.  Hopkins,  en- 
closing a  list  of  the  Cannon  and  Stores  brought  from  Pro- 
vidence;  and  a  Letter  of  the  14th  from  the  Committee  of 
Baltimore,  enclosing  copies  of  intercepted  Letters  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  Govemour  Eklen ;  also  a  Letter  of  the 
8lh,  from  General  Thomas,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  publish  an  extract  of  the 
Letter  from  Commodore  Hopkins. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Letter  from 
the  Committee  of  Baltimore,  and  the  papers  enclosed,  came 
to  the  following  Resolutions  : 

Whereas  information  has  been  this  day  laid  before  Con- 
gress, from  which  there  is  great  reason  to  believe  that  Robert 
Ellen,  Esquire,  Governoiir  of  the  Colony  o{  Maryland,  has 
lately  carried  on  a  correspondence  with  the  British  Ministry 
highly  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America  ; 

Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  o(  Mary- 
land be  earnestly  requested  immediately  to  cause  the  person 
and  papers  of  Governour  Eden  to  be  seized  and  secured,  and 
such  of  the  papers  as  relate  to  the  American  dispute,  without 


delay,  conveyed  safely  to  Congress;  and  that  copies  of  the 
intercepted  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  State  be  enclosed 
to  the  said  Council  of  Safety. 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland  be  re- 
qucst(?d  to  cause  the  pcreon  and  papers  of  Alexander  Ross 
to  be  immediately  seized  and  secured,  and  that  the  papers  be 
sent  safely  to  Congress. 

And  to  prevent  the  said  Alexander  Ross  having  any  op- 
portunity to  escape, 

Resolved,  That  the  like  request  be  made  to  the  Commit- 
tees of  Observation  for  Baltimore  and  Frederick  Counties 
in  Maryland,  in  one  of  which  Counties  the  said  Alexander 
Ross  probably  now  is. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  Isaac  Melchoir,  for  expenses  from  Montreal  io  Phila- 
delphia, including  a  part  of  St.  Luke  La  Come's  expenses 
to  Albany,  the  sum  of  34.7  Dollars  ; 

To  Leonard  Melchoir,  for  boarding  Mr.  McDonald  twen- 
ty days,  the  sum  of  16  Dollars  ; 

To  William  Chetv,  for  riding  express  to  North- Carolina 
and  back,  including  ferriages,  the  sum  of  90  Dollars ;  and 
that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Joseph  Hewes,  Esq. ; 

To  Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  the  sum  of  133.3  Dollars, 
money  advanced  by  Col.  Charles  Beatty  to  Captain  James 
Grier ;  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  and  charged  to 
the  said  James  Grier ; 

To  Anthony  Tricker,  for  boarding  Donald  McDonald, 
and  othei-s  of  the  Scots  Prisonei-s  taken  by  General  Schuyler 
near  Johnstoivn,  the  sum  of  150  Dollars ; 

To  Pelatiah  Webster,  for  purchasing  goods  for  the  Con- 
tinent, including  some  incidental  charges,  the  sura  of  66.3 
Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sup- 
ply the  inhabitants  of  Monmouth  County  with  five  hundred 
Flints. 

The  Congress  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Clerk 
or  Assistant  to  the  Auditor-General,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Mr.  William  Webb  was  elected. 

A  Letter  of  the  15th,  from  H.  Beaumont,  Surgeon  of  the 
Twenty-Sixth  Regiment,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
soners. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  1 000  Dollars  be  paid  to  Messrs. 
Price  and  Hayiuood,  in  consideration  of  their  extraordinary 
services  in  Canada. 

Whereas  much  inconvenience  may  be  derived  to  the  pub- 
lick  from  Committees,  other  than  the  Committees  of  Safety 
in  each  Colony,  on  the  publick  post  roads  stopping  and 
opening  the  Mails,  and  detaining  Lettere  from  the  Constitu- 
tional Post: 

Resolved,  That  no  Committee  but  the  Council  or  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  in  each  Colony,  or  such  persons  as  they 
shall,  on  extraordinary  occasions,  authorize,  shall  stop  the 
Constitutional  Post,  open  the  Mail,  or  detain  any  Letters 
therefrom. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  write  to  Commodore  Hop- 
kins, and  direct  him  to  send  a  complete  list  and  state  of 
the  stores  taken  and  brought  from  Providence,  with  the  sizes 
of  the  Cannon,  &tc. ;  and  in  case  he  should  have  left  New- 
London,  that  Govemour  Trumhull  be  desired  to  order  a  list 
of  the  stores  left  at  New-London  by  Commodore  Hopkins 
to  be  made  out,  and  transmitted  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Cannon  and  such  other  of  the  stores 
as  are  not  necessary  for  the  fleet,  be  landed  and  left  at  New- 
London,  and  that  such  of  the  Cannon  and  wheels  as  Go- 
vernour TrumhuU  shall  direct,  may  be  employed  for  the  de- 
fence of  that  Harbour,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 


Wednesday,  April  17,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers  for 
10  Dollars,  in  favour  oi  John  Avery,  Jun.,  an  express  from 
Commodore  Hopkins,  he  to  account. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  John  Avery,  Jun.,  for  riding  express  from  Commo- 
dore Hopkins  and  back  again,  the  sum  of  40.7  Dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Marine  Committee  be  instructed  to 
recommend  to  the  Congress  proper  persons  for  Commission 
Officers  for  the  Frigates  now  building,  and  that  the  Warrant 
Officers  be  appointed  by  the  said  Committee ;  and  that  they 
fit  said  Frigates  for  sea  with  all  expedition. 

That  the  Marine  Committee  recommend  to  Congress  pro- 
per persons  to  be  Agents  for  prizes  in  the  several  Colonies. 

That  a  bounty  of  eight  Dollare  be  allowed  by  the  pub- 
lick  to  the  owner  of  every  American  vessel  for  every  able 
seaman  that  he  shall  import  into  the  United  Colonies,  over 
and  above  the  number  the  said  vessel  carried  out ;  and  that 
foreigners  importing  able  seamen,  over  and  above  the  ship's 
company,  and  discharging  them  in  the  American  Ports,  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  same  bounty. 

Resolved,  That  the  nomination  or  appointment  of  Cap- 
tains or  Commandei-s  of  Continental  vessels  shall  not  esta- 
blish rank,  which  is  to  be  settled  by  Congress  before  Com- 
missions are  granted. 

The  Congress  having  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Cap- 
tains for  the  two  Frigates  building  in  Massachmetts-Bay, 

William  Manly  and  Isaac  Cozneau,  were  elected. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  empowered  to 
give  orders  for  the  arming  and  manning  abroad  any  of  the 
ships  or  vessels  employed  in  the  importation  of  cargoes  for 
the  Continental  account ;  the  expenses  and  charges  of  such 
armaments  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Committee ;  they  receiving 
for  the  publick  service,  on  the  arrivalof  every  vessel,  all  the 
arms,  ammunition,  and  stores. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  empowered  to 
import  cargoes  of  Salt  on  the  Continental  account,  in  such 
ships  or  vessels  as  they  employ  to  carry  outward  cargoes, 
and  are  obliged  to  insure  on  their  return. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania 
berequested  to  permit ^/oAnYown^jJun.,  and  Johnson  Smith, 
to  carry  to  Virginia  all  such  Arms  as  they  have  already  pur- 
chased, or  shall  purchase  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  use  of  the 
Continental  Army  in  the  said  Colony  of  Virginia,  before  the 
1st  day  6{ May  next;  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  stand  in 
the  whole. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to 
supply  Mr.  Thomas  Learning  with  two  hundred  pounds  of 
Powder  for  the  Militia  of  Cape-May,  he  paying  for  the 
same. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  at  New-York 
be  directed  to  order  two  Companies  of  Colonel  Dayton's 
Battalion  to  march  to  Cape-May,  and  there  to  remain  till 
further  orders.  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  Petition  of  Dr.  Jackson  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  April  18,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  15th,  from  General  Washington;  and 

A  Letter  of  the  7th  of  November,  from  the  Rev.  Samtiel 
Langdon,  accompanied  with  a  Letter  from  General  Put- 
nam, and  Colonels  Glover,  Bridge,  Frye,  and  Prescott ;  also, 

A  Letter  from  James  Warren,  Esquii-e,  Paymaster-Ge- 
neral, desiring  leave  to  resign,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and 
read. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton,  and  Mr. 
Braxton. 

A  Letter  from  Elizabeth  Seymour,  widow  of  the  late  Mas.- 
ter  of  the  Cabot,  was  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Marine  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaire  be  di- 
rected to  prepare  and  report  a  draft  of  Instructions  to  George 
Morgan,  Esq.,  Agent  under  the  Commissioners  for  Indian 
Affairs  in  the  Middle  Department. 

A  Letter  of  the  6th,  from  Brigadier-General  Lewis,  and  a 
Letter  of  the  same  date  from  Major-General  Lee,  being  re- 
ceived, were  read,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Clinton, 
and  Mr.  Braxton. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 
To  Dr.  Samuel  Treat,  for  Medicine,  and  for  attending 
the  Troops  at  Burlington,  the  sum  of  '273.7  Dollars ; 


To  John  Bull,  Esq.,  for  expenses  in  conducting  money 
to  the  Camp  at  Cambridge,  the  sum  of  155  Dollars ; 

To  Jacob  Ming,  for  Wagonage,  the  sum  of  107.5  Dol- 
lars; 

To  Robert  Kennedy,  for  necessaries  furnished  Captain 
Morgan's  Company,  the  sum  of  544  Dollars,  of  which  sum 
189.2  Dollars,  being  for  Rifles,  Shirts,  &:c.,  to  he  charged  tc 
the  said  Company ; 

To  Thaddeus  Burr,  for  money  paid  by  him  for  Horse- 
hire,  &;c.,  the  sum  of  37.2  Dollars,  which  ought  to  be  charged 
to  Jacob  Hiltzhcimer,  Express-master ; 

To  sundries,  on  certificates  produced  by  Thomas  Johnson, 
Esq.,  for  Provisions,  Stc,  for  General  Lee's  Guard,  the  sura 
of  10.7  Dollars;  and  for  a  Rifle  delivered  to  Captain  Cre- 
sap's  Company,  to  be  charged  to  the  said  Company,  the 
sum  of  10.6  Dollars; 

To  Jane  Allen,  for  necessaries  to  several  Companies  of 
Continental  Troops,  the  sum  of  52.9  Dollars,  of  which  sum 
40  Dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  First  Pennsylvania 
Battalion,  and  deducted  from  the  Commissary's  Account; 

To  Dr.  Hall  Jackson,  for  his  services  as  Surgeon,  the 
sum  of  130  Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to 
Elbridge  Gerry.  Esq. ; 

To  William  Smith,  for  Medicines,  Instruments,  &c.,  for 
the  Delaware  Battalion,  the  sum  of  257.4  Dollars. 

To  Timothy  Shalor,  for  expenses  in  bringing  Prisoners 
from  Egg-Harbour,  the  sum  of  37.5  Dollars ; 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Marine  Committee  having  recommended  gentlemen 
for  Captains  of  the  Hornet  and  Wasp,  the  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election,  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  ex- 
amined, 

William  Hallock  was  elected  Captain  of  the  Hornet, 
and Alexander  Captain  of  tlie  Wasp. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
establishing  a  War  Office,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which 
was  read. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  April  19,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  2d,  from  Governour  Trumbull,  with  a  Pe- 
tition from  Noah  Phelps,  being  laid  before  Congress  and 
read, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Qualifications. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  ascertain  the  value  of  the  several  species  of 
Gold  and  Silver  Coins  current  in  these  Colonies,  and  the 
proportions  they  ought  to  bear  to  Spanish  milled  Dollars. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  /. 
Adams,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Johnson,  and  Mr. 
Whipple. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Peter  Brunner,  for  necessaries  furnished  to  Captain 
Nelson's  Company  by  himself  and  Abraham  Vanhom,  the 
sum  of  25.2  Dollars,  which  ought  to  be  charged  to  Captain 
Nelson ; 

To  Mary  Miller,  for  Provisions,  &c.,  furnished  to  Gene- 
ral Lee's  Guard,  the  sum  of  16.5  Dollars  ; 

To  Jacob  Frantz,  for  Horse-hire,  in  carrying  Brigadier- 
General  Woedtke's  baggage  to  New-  York,  the  sum  of  47.5 
Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  Letters  which  are  directed  for  any  Gen- 
eral in  the  Continental  service,  commanding  in  a  separate 
department,  be  carried  free  of  postage  by  the  Constitutional 
Post. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  Instructions  to 
George  Morgan,  Esq.,  brought  in  a  draft,  which,  being  read, 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

To  George  Morgan,  Esq.,  Agent  under  the  Commission- 
ers for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle  Department. 

Sir:  You  are  required  to  provide  that  the  Great  Belt 
presented  to  the  Indians  last  fall  at  Pittsburgh,  be  forward- 
ed, with  all  convenient  expedition,  to  the  Sachems  and 
Warriors  of  the  Western  Nations,  and  endeavour,  to  the 
utmost  of  your  power,  to  convince  them  of  the  good  wishes 
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and  good  intentions  of  Congress  for  and  towards  tliem,  and 
to  cultivate  hannony  and  friendslnp  between  them  and  tlie 
wliite  people;  and  to  give  Congress  the  most  early  intelli- 
gence of  any  interruption  thereof,  or  of  any  disturbance 
-wiiich  shall  arise,  and  which  you  cannot  quiet. 

Acquaint  the  Indians  that  Congress  have  formed  the  best 
plan  they  could  devise  to  import  foreign  goods  for  their  use, 
•and  have  neglected  no  probable  means  to  prdcure  them  in 
time ;  and  if  they  should  not  be  supplied  so  soon  as  they 
may  be  wanted,  the  misfortune  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  com- 
mon enemies  of  them  and  us,  who,  by  obstructing  our  trade, 
as  well  as  in  numberless  other  instances,  are  daily  injuring 
and  distressing  both  ;  but  that  we  have  well-grounded  hopes 
of  speedy  relief,  in  expectation  of  which,  and  of  greater  ad- 
vantages in  prospect,  the  present  inconveniences  are  borne 
more  patiently. 

All  differences  and  disputes  that  shall  happen  between 
the  Indians  and  white  people,  you  will  have  adjusted  and 
determined  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  a  resolve  of  Congress, 
of  which  you  have  a  copy ;  and  you  are  directed,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  to  prevent,  as  much  as  you  are  able,  any 
impositions  upon  the  former  by  those  who  deal  with  them. 
Treat  all  those  people  with  whom  you  may  meet  kindly 
and  hospitably.  Inspire  them  with  sentiments  of  justice 
and  humanity,  and  dispose  them  to  introduce  the  arts  of 
civil  and  social  life,  and  to  encourage  the  residence  of  hus- 
bandmen and  handicraftmen  among  them.  Advise  the  Con- 
gress, from  time  to  time,  of  all  occurrences  that  may,  in  your 
opinion,  deserve  their  attention. 

The  Committee  to  whom  General  Washington's  Letter, 
of  the  15th  instant,  as  well  as  other  Letters,  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  Report ;  which,  being  taken  into  considera- 
tion, was  agreed  to. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  General  Washington  may 
order  as  many  of  the  Cannon  and  Military  Stores  as  are  not 
necessary  for  the  Continental  Fleet,  and  which  were  lately 
brought  into  New-London,  by  the  Commander  thereof,  to 
any  other  place  he  may  think  proper  ;  having  regard  only  to 
the  permission  of  Congress  relative  to  the  defence  of  the 
Harbour  of  New-London,  a  copy  of  which  ought  to  be  sent 
to  General  Washington,  and  also  a  list  of  the  Cannon  and 
Stores  as  transmitted  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Resignation  of  James  Warren,  as  Pay- 
master-General of  the  Army,  be  accepted  and  entei-ed  ac- 
cordingly; and  that  he  be  informed  there  are  Superinten- 
dents of  the  Treasury  appointed,  to  whom  he  is  to  render 
his  Accounts  and  Vouchers. 

Resolved,  That  another  Paymaster-General  be  appointed, 
and  that  the  General  be  informed  thereof. 

As  it  appears  from  the  Certificates  of  four  Colonels  of  Re- 
giments at  Cambridge,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Langdon 
did  not  only  perform  the  duty  of  a  Chaplain  to  their  several 
Regiments,  for  the  space  of  six  months,  for  which  no  other 
Chaplain  had  been  appointed,  but  also  to  the  Army  at 
.  large: 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Dr.  Langdon,  having 
received  no  compensation  for  tliose  services,  be  paid  the  sum 
of  300  Dollars. 

Resolved,  That  three  tons  of  Powder  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  Army  in  the  Southern 
Department. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  General  Lee's  request  of  a  Company  of  Artillery, 
and  be  desired  to  furnish  him  with  such  a  Company,  if  it 
may  be  done  consistent  with  the  general  good  of  the  ser- 
vice. 

Resolved,  That  an  immediate  supply  of  Arms,  Shoes,  and 
Blankets,  be  furnished  for  the  Troops  in  Virginia,  and  that 
some  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  procure  them,  subject 
.  to  the  orders  of  Congress  already  entered  into. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Ephraim  Blaine  be  appointed  to  pur- 
,  chase  a  quantity  of  Blankets,  not  exceeding  five  thousand, 
.and  also  that  he  be  directed  to  purchase  five  thousand  pair 
,Qf  Shoes,  to  be  sent  to  Virginia,  to  the  Commanding  Offi- 
,<;er  at  Williamsburgh. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  the  election 
,jof  a  Pivymaster-General. 

JP^olved,  That  Mr.  Thomas  Lotery,  Commissary,  be  di- 


rected to  purchase  and  forward  to  General  Schuyler,  with  all 
convenient  despatch,  two  thousand  barrels  of  Pork,  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  in  Canada,  and  that  he  be  supplied  with 
a  sum  not  exceeding  20,000  Dollars  for  that  purpose,  he  to 
be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Price  be  directed  to  bring  in  a  resolution  to  enable 
Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood  to  draw  for  the  balance  of  the 
money  ordered  to  be  paid  them  by  the  resolutions  of  the  3d 
and  16th  of  this  month. 

Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Du  Montesson,  Hevieux,  La 
Marque,  Du  Massaux,  Shemit,  Giasson,  and  Gamclin,  Ca- 
nadian Prisoners,  at  Bristol,  be  permitted  to  come  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, in  order  to  purchase  Clothes  and  other  necessaries, 
and  to  remain  there  ten  days,  and  then  return  to  Bristol. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Letter  from 
General  Washington,  of  the  4th,  and  the  Letter  from  Gene- 
ral Schuyler,  of  the  2d  of  this  month,  brought  in  their  Re- 
port.* 

The  Committee  on  Prisoners,  having  collected  from  the 
Journals  the  several  resolutions  respecting  Prisonere,  and 
having  made  some  amendments  therein,  submitted  the  same 
to  Congress. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  April  22,  1776. 

Sundry  Letters,  received  since  the  adjournment,  were  laid 
before  Congress,  and  read,  namely : 

One  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Maryland,  dated 
the  18th; 

One  from  Dr.  Boyd,  of  the  19th ; 

One  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  Lancaster,  of 
the  Uth; 

One  from  the  Canada  Commissioners,  dated  Saratoga, 
the  13th ; 

*.1pril  19,  1776.     Jteport  of  the  Committee  on  General  ScnniLEB's 
Letter  of  the  2dJpril,  me.      . 

The  Committee,  to  whom  the  Letter  I'rom  Major-General  Schuyler, 
dated  tlie  2d  day  of  this  instant,  .flprtl,  was  releired,  having  examined  the 
matter  thereof,  report,  that  a  letter  be  written  and  sent  to  him,  acquaint- 
ing him  that  Congress  approve  the  measures  he  liath  pursued  for  the 
easy,  expeditious,  and  cheap  transportation  of  the  troops  ordered  to  march 
to  Canada,  with  their  baggage  and  the  artiliery  stores  and  provisions, 
down  the  Sorel  and  St.  Lawrence;  and  are  well  pleased  with  his  be- 
haviour towards  the  Inilians,  and  with  his  message  to  tliem,  and  doubt 
not  that  his  vigilance,  circumspection  and  influence,  will  frustrate  the  at- 
tempts of  our  enemies  to  disturb  us  from  that  quarter:  and,  also,  inform- 
ing him  of  the  provision  made  for  supplying  the  .\rmy  in  Canada  with 
pork. 

.^pril  25(A,  1776.  Further  JReport  on  General  Schuyler's  Letter, 
iic,  of  %d  Jpril,  1776. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  Letters  from  General  Schuy- 
ler, &c.,  relating  to  the  Northern  Army,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
Kesolutions,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  General  Schuyler,  or  the  Commanding  OfTicer  of  the 
Northern  Army,  be  directed  to  cause  a  Laboratory  to  be  erected  at  such 
place  as  he  shall  Judge  most  convenient,  to  fix  all  the  necessary  Aaimu- 
nition  for  the  ensuing  campaign. 

Resolved,  That  fifteen  Companies,  consisting  of  a  Captain  or  an  Over- 
seer, and  thirty  men  each,  be  engaged  for  the  BaUeau  service,  and  be  oc- 
casionally employed  on  the  highways,  and  other  works  in  the  Quarter- 
master-General's Department.  And  that  four  Companies  of  Carpenters, 
to  consist  of  an  Overseer  and  twenty-five  men  each,  be  engaged  in  like 
manner. 

For  the  better  regulating  Wagons  in  the  Northern  Army, 

Resolved,  That  two  Wagons  be  allowed  to  every  Company  on  a 
march,  and  one  Wagon  to  the  Colonel,  one  to  the  Lieutenant-Colonel 
and  Major,  one  to  the  Staff  of  a  Regiment,  and  one  for  the  particular  use 
of  the  iJirector  of  the  Hospital ;  each  Wagon  to  be  drawn  by  two  horses, 
(except  to  the  Colonel's,  which  is  to  be  allowed  four  horses,)  and  subject  to 
such  orders  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  issued  by  the  General  or  Com- 
manding Officer. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  Commissioned  or  Non-Commissioned  Officer 
shall  employ  more  carriages  than  are  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion, he  shall  not  be  allowed  to  make  a  publick  charge  of  it,  but  shall  pay 
the  customary  price  himself.  And  on  his  refusal  or  neglect  of  so  doing, 
he  shall  be  subject  to  be  fined  by  a  Court-Marlial  in  treble  the  sum,  one- 
third  piirt  of  such  fine  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  owner  of  the  Wagon  or 
other  carriage  so  employed,  and  the  other  two-thirds  to  the  Paymaster, 
for  the  publick  use.  The  part  ailjudged  to  the  owner  of  the  carriage 
shall  be  paid  to  him  by  a  Quartermaster,  on  the  certificate  of  the  President 
of  the  Court-Martial,  who  shall  transmit  the  whole  fine  to  the  Paymaster, 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  delinquent. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  War  be  directed  to  order  sixty  tons  of 
Cannon  Powder  and  thirty-four  tons  of  Musket  Powder,  to  be  immedi- 
ately sent  to  General  Schuyler,  for  the  use  of  the  Northern  Army,  pro- 
vided those  quantities  can  be  spared  consistent  with  the  safety  of  the 
several  States. 
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One  from  General  Washington,  of  the  19tli; 

One  from  General  Schuyler,  of  the  12th,  enclosing  sundry 
Letters  and  papers  from  Canada ;  and 

One  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  of  West-Augusta, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed. 

Resolved,  That  the  four  last,  with  the  papers  enclosed, 
be  referred  to  Mr.  R.  U.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  Mr. 
Braxton,  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  consideration  of  the  Letter  from  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Maryland  be  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Resolve  respect- 
ing Messrs.  Price  and  Hayivood,  brought  in  the  same. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood 
be  empowered  to  draw  Bills  of  Exchange  on  the  President 
of  Congress,  for  the  sum  of  48,358.6  Dollars,  payable  the 
5th  of  July  next,  in  specie ;  it  being  the  balance  of  a  sum 
specified  in  a  resolve  of  the  3d  of  April  instant,  after  de- 
ducting 16,000  Dollai-s,  for  which  they  received  an  Order 
on  the  Treasurers  the  1 2th ;  and  they  are  further  empowered 
to  draw  Bills  as  aforesaid  for  1000  Dollars,  ordered  to  be 
paid  them  by  a  resolve  of  the  6th  instant. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  gone  to  Canada  be 
desired  and  empowered  to  settle  the  Accounts  of  Messrs. 
Price  and  Haywood,  to  the  5th  of  February  last,  or  to 
employ  proper  persons  to  examine  the  same,  and  compare 
the  vouchers  with  the  several  articles  of  said  Accounts,  and 
return  a  certificate  to  Congress  of  the  balance  justly  due  to 
Messrs.  Price  and  Haywood,  from  the  United  Colonies,  to 
that  date,  with  the  vouchei's  for  expenditures  and  supplies 
by  orders  of  General  Montgomery  and  General  Wooster. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
return  to  Congress  a  list  of  such  pei-sons  as  are  account- 
able to  the  United  Colonies  for  any  part  of  the  articles  or 
expenditures  comprised  in  Messre.  Price  and  Haywood's 
Accounts,  with  the  respective  sums  such  persons  are  charge- 
able with,  and  deliver  copies  thereof  to  the  commanding 
officers,  that  the  proper  deductions  may  be  made  from  the 
pay  of  the  officers  and  men. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  1000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fairlamh,  for  the 
use  of  Colonel  Wayne's  Battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  Committee  on  Qualifications  having  recommended 
Mr.  Jacob  Weaver  to  an  Ensigncy,  which  is  vacant,  in  the 
Third  Pennsylvania  Battalion ; 

Resolved,  That  he  be  appointed,  and  that  a  Commission 
be  accordingly  granted  to  him. 

The  several  matters  referred  to  this  day  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  April  23,  1776. 

A  Ijctter,  of  the  12th,  from  Major-General  Ward,  being 
received  and  read,  repeating  his  desire  for  leave  to  resign. 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Major-General  Ward, 
and  of  Brigadier-General  Frye,  be  accepted,  and  that  the 
President  inform  them  thereof  by  Letter. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Robert  Erwin,  for  Wagonage,  the  sum  of  873.8 
Dollars ; 

To  John  Dunn,  the  balance  in  full  due  to  Colonel  Heard's 
Battalion,  for  tlieir  pay,  subsistence,  &ic.,  on  the  expedition 
to  Long-Island,  the  sum  of  2453.7  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  paid. 

The  Marine  Committee  having,  agreeably  to  the  orders 
of  Congress,  recommended  gentlemen  to  be  Agents  for 
Prizes  in  the  several  Colonies, 

Resolved,  That  Captain  John  Bradford  be  appointed 
for  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts-Bay,  Daniel  TiUinghast 
for  Rhode-Island,,  Nathaniel  Shaw,  Jun.,  for  Connecticut, 
Jacobus  Vanzandt  for  New-York,  John  Nixon  and  John 
Maxwell  Nesbit  for  Pennsylvania,  William  Lux  for  Mary- 
land, John  Tazewell  for  Virginia,  Cornelius  Harnett  for 
Wilmington,  Richard  Ellis  for  Newbern,  and  Robert  Smith 
for  Edenton,  in  North- Carolina,  with  power,  to  eacii,  to 
appoint  one  or  more  Deputies,  if  necessary. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letters  from  General  Wash- 
ington, General  Schuyler,  and  the  Letters  from  Canada  and 


Pittsburgh,  were  referred,  brought  in  their  Report  ;*  which' 
was  taken  into  consideration  : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  President  signify  to  Colo- 
nel Hazen  the  approbation  of  Congress  for  his  Letter,  and 
attention  to  tiie  publick  good. 

Resolved,  That  300,000  Dollars  be  immediately  sent  to- 
General  Schuyler,  for  supplying  and  paying  the  Army  in- 
Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  Congress  to  Canada 
be  desired  to  publish  an  Address  to  the  People  of  Canada, 
signifying  that  Congress  has  been  informed  of  injuries  offered 
by  our  people  to  some  of  them,  expressing  our  resentment 
at  such  misconduct ;  assuring  them  of  our  attachment  to 
their  security ;  inviting  them  to  state  their  grievances  to  our 
Commissioners,  and  promising  ample  redress  to  them,  and 
exemplary  .punishment  to  the  ofti^nders. 

Resolved,  That  Instructions  be  sent  to  the  Commissioners 
to  cause  justice  to  be  done  to  the  Canadians,  agreeable  to 
the  tenour  of  the  above  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  in  Canada  be 
directed  to  be  very  attentive  to  Military  Discipline,  and  in- 
flict exemplary  punishment  on  all  those  who  shall  violate 
the  Military  Regulations  established  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  send 
six  Battalions  into  Canada  from  the  Army  of  New-  York. 

Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  written  by  the  President  to 
General  Washington,  requesting  his  opinion  whether  any 
further  additional  Troops  are  necessary  to  be  sent  for  the 
reduction  of  Quebeck,  and  for  the  security  of  Canada ;  and, 
if  he  shall  think  more  Tix)ops  necessary,  whether  they  can, 
with  safety,  be  spared  from  the  Army  now  in  New-  York. 

Resolved,  That  if  any  of  the  Troops  from  New-Jersey 
or  Pennsylvania,  which  were  raised  at  5  Dollars  a  month, 
be  sent  to  Canada,  they  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  6| 
Dollar  a  month,  from  the  time  they  begin  their  march. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  several  mattei-s  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  April  24,  1776. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Ob- 
servation of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  was 
presented  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

•  Report  on  the  Letters  received  April  16,  1776,  relating  to  Suppliet 
for  the  Jirmy,  and  fulfilment  of  Promiaes  to  lNi)iANs. 

Resolved,  Tliat  an  expedition  against  Detroit  be  undertaken. 

Resolved,  That  proper  measures  be  talien  to  send  a  Schoolmaster, 
Clergyman,  Farmer,  and  Blacksmith,  to  the  Delavaret,  agreeable  to  the 
promise  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  no  Trader  ought  to  go  into  the  Indian  country 
vrithout  license  from  the  Agent  in  the  Department,  and  care  to  be  taken 
by  him  to  prevent  exorbitant  prices  for  Goods  being  exacted  from  the 
Indians, 

Resolved,  That  a  ton  of  Powder  be  sent  to  Mr.  JUorgan,  to  be 
distributed  to  such  Indiana  as  the  Agent  shall  be  convinced  are  in  oul" 
interest. 

Resolved,  That  measures  Ije  immediately  taken  to  procure  Gooda  to 
supply  the  Indians  at  the  Treaties  ordered  to  be  held  with  them. 

Resolved,  'i'hat  no  surveys,  settlements,  or  encroachments,  be  made 
on  the  Iiidia'i  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  signify  the  approbation  of  Congress  to 
Colonel  Hazen  for  his  Letter,  and  attention  to  the  publick  good. 

Resolved,  That  300,000  Dollars  be  immediately  sent  to  General 
Schuyler,  for  supplying  and  paying  the  Army  in  Canada. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  from  Congress  to  Canada  be 
desired  to  publish  an  Address  to  the  People  of  Canada,  signifying  that 
Congress  has  been  informed  of  injuries  offered  by  our  people  to  some  o 
them,  expressing  our  resentment  at  their  misconduct;  assuring  them  of 
our  attachment  to  their  security  ;  inviting  them  to  slate  their  grievances 
to  our  Commissioners,  and  promising  ample  redress  to  them,  and 
exemplary  punishment  to  the  offenders. 

Resolved,  That  Instructions  be  sent  to  the  Commissioners  to  cause 
justice  to  be  done  to  the  Canadians,  agreeable  to  the  tenour  of  the  above 
resolve. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  OfHcer  in  Canada  be  directed  to 
be  very  attentive  to  Military  Discipline,  and  inflict  exemplary  punish- 
ment on  all  who  shall  violate  the  MiUtary  Regulations  established  by 
Congress. 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  directed  to  send  six  Battalion! 
into  Canada  from  the  Army  at  J^e-:ii-York. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts-Bay,  and  JVVjk- 
llampsJUre,  and  the  Governours  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  be 
earnestly  requested  to  take  the  most  speedy  and  effectual  measures  to 
collect  as  much  hard  money  in  their  respective  Colonies  as  possible,  send 
the  same,  as  collected,  to  General  Schuyler,  and  draw  upon  the  President 
of  the  Congress  for  the  amount. 
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Tlie  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Hewes,  Mr.  Duane,  and  Mr. 
Alexander. 

Mr.  R.  Morris  reported  that,  in  pursuance  of  the  Order 
of  Congress,  he  has  purchased  and  delivered  to  Mr.  James 
Price  Bills  of  Exchange  to  tlie  amount  of  3000  Pounds, 
sterling,  for  which  he  produced  Mr.  Price's  receipt. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  14,800  Dollars  he  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  R.  Morris,  in  full  for  the 
above  Bills  of  Exchange. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  appointed  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Price  be  directed  to  draw  up  Instructions  to  him,  for 
his  government,  in  disposing  and  laying  out  the  money  put 
into  his  hands. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Commissary-General, 
be  directed  to  provide  and  forward  to  General  Schuyler,  two 
thousand  barrels  of  Pork,  with  all  possible  despatch,  for  the 
use  of  the  Continental  Army  in  Canada ;  and  that  the  said 
Commissary  be  supplied  with  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
thousand  Dollars  for  that  purpose,  he  to  be  accountable  for 
the  same. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Alsop,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr.  Leuns, 
be  requested  to  purchase  and  forward,  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  to  General  Schuyler,  for  the  use  of  the  Continen- 
tal Army  in  Canada,  ten  thousand  pair  of  Shoes,  ten  thou- 
sand pair  of  Stockings  ;  and  that  1 5,000  Dollars  be  advanced 
to  them  for  those  purjjoses,  they  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  a  Letter  be  written  to  General  Schuyler, 
to  inform  him  of  the  ten  additional  Battalions  lately  ordered 
for  Canada,  and  of  the  four  thousand  barrels  of  Pork,  and 
the  ten  thousand  pair  of  Shoes,  and  ten  thousand  pair  of 
Stockings,  ordered  by  Congress  to  be  sent  to  him ;  and  to 
desire  him  to  pursue  the  best  means  for  furnishing  such  other 
necessary  articles  of  clothing  and  food  as  may  be  wanting 
for  the  Continental  Army  in  Canada,  having  regard  to  such 
of  these  as  Mr.  Price,  the  Commissary  in  that  Province,  can 
supply  there ;  also,  that  General  Schuyler  be  desired  to  in- 
form the  President  what  quantity  of  Gunpowder  he  has 
received  for  Canada  since  the  1st  of  January  last;  and 
that  he  continue,  as  hitherto,  to  give  the  earliest  notice  to 
Congress  of  the  occasion  for  further  supplies  of  this  and 
other  necessaries  that  may  be  wanting,  and  not  in  his  power 
to  procure. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  for- 
ward from  Mr.  Wisner's  and  Mr.  Livingston's  Powder-Mills, 
five  tons  of  Powder  to  General  Schuyler,  to  be  by  him  for- 
warded to  Canada. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  John  Gibson,  Agent,  appointed  by  the  Commissioners 
for  Indian  Affairs,  for  sundry  services  in  the  Middle  Depart- 
ment, by  order  of  the  Commissioners,  the  sum  of  377.9 
Dollars ; 

To  John  Davis,  for  Wagonage  for  the  Sixth  Pennsylva- 
nia Battalion,  the  sum  of  60  Dollars  ; 

To  Furman  and  Hunt,  for  Provisions,  &lc.,  for  the  Pri- 
_  soners  at  Trenton,  the  sum  of  183.8  Dollars  ; 

To  Duncan  McDonald,  the  sum  of  15.8  Dollars,  of  which 
sum,  13.6  Dollars  ought  to  be  charged  to  Captain  Hendrick's 
Company,  and  2.2  Dollars  to  Captain  Cluggage's  Company, 
for  goods  furnished  to  the  said  Companies ;  and  that  the 
same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Ephraim  Blaine,  Esq. ; 

To  Margaret  Smith,  for  nursing  two  men  in  the  small- 
pox, belonging  to  Captain  Benezet's  Company,  the  sum  of 
24  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Convention  of  South- Carolina  having  appointed 
Delegates  to  represent  that  Colony  in  Congress,  the  Creden- 
tials of  their  appointment  were  presented  to  Congress,  and 
read,  as  follows  : 

"  In  Congress,  Charlestown,  South-Carolina,  February  16,  1776. 
"Resolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  John  Rutledge,  Edward 
Ruiledge,  Arthur  Middleton,  and  Thomas  Heyward,  Jun., 
Esquires,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  fully  autho- 
rized, to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress, 
for  one  year  next  ensuing. 

"  March  23, 1776. — Resolved,  That  the  Delegates  of  this 
Colony  in  the  Continental  Congress,  or  a  majority  of  such 
of  them  as  shall  at  any  time  be  present  in  the  said  Congress, 
or  any  one  of  the  said  Delegates,  if  no  more  than  one  shall 
be  present,  be,  and  they  and  he  are,  and  is,  hereby  autho- 


rized and  empowered,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  Colony,  to 
concert,  agree  to,  and  execute  every  measure  which  they 
or  he,  together  with  a  majority  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
shall  judge  necessary  for  the  defence,  security,  interest,  or 
welfare  of  this  Colony  in  particular,  and  of  America  in  ge- 
neral. 

"Resolved,  That  another  Delegate  be  forthwith  chosen  by 
ballot  by  this  Congress,  to  represent  this  Colony  in  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  in  addition  to,  and  with  as  full  powers,  in 
all  respects,  as  the  Delegates  already  chosen  have  and  are 
invested  with. 

"  The  Congress  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  said  Delegate, 
and  Thomas  Lynch,  Jun.,  Esq.,  appearing  to  be,  and  being 
declared,  duly  chosen, 

"  Resolved,  That  Thomas  Lynch,  Jun.,  Esq.,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  appointed  a  sixth  Delegate  from  this  Colony,  to 
represent  the  same  in  the  Continental  Congress. 

"A  true  copy  :  Peter  Timothy,  Secretary." 

The  Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  General  Washington's 
Letter  of  the  27th  of  March  last,  relative  to  I^'ova-Scotia, 
and  the  petition  from  some  inhabitants  of  that  Colony  ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the 
chair,' and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  Committee  have 
had  under  consideration  the  Letter  referred  to  them,  but  not 
having  come  to  any  determination  thereon,  desired  him  to 
move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further 
consideration  the  Letter  from  General  Washington  of  the 
27th  of  March,  and  the  Petition  enclosed  therein. 

The  other  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  April  25,  1776. 

Two  Letters  from  General  Washington,  of  the  22d  and 
23d,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Membei-s  chosen,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  J.  Adams, 
and  Mr.  Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  2000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Ephraim  Blaine,  Esq.,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  Shoes  and  Blankets  for  the  Continen- 
tal Troops  in  Virginia,  he  to  be  accountable. 

The  Committee  on  Qualifications  having  recommended 
Thomas  Holland  to  be  a  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Dela- 
ware Battalion,  in  the  room  o(  James  McDonough,  deceas- 
ed, and  John  Corse,  Ensign,  in  the  room  of  Thomas  Hol- 
land, 

Resolved,  That  they  be  accepted,  and  that  Commissions 
be  granted  to  them  accordingly. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Aoah  Phelps 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion of  the  City  of  Albany  be  requested  to  adjust  Mr.  Noah 
Phelps's  account  of  services  performed  at  Ticonderoga ;  and 
that  Mr.  Noah  Phelps  be  allowed  and  paid  for  his  further 
services,  including  those  of  Contractor  from  the  time  of  his 
joining  General  Montgomery,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for 
each  day,  until  he  quitted  the  service,  and  an  equivalent  to 
a  Captain's  rations  during  the  said  time,  provided  he  has 
not  already  received  them  ;  the  latter  account  to  be  settled 
by  General  Schuyler,  who  is  requested  to  pay  to  the  said 
Noah  Phelps  what  may  appear  to  be  due  to  him  for  the 
whole  of  his  services  aforesaid. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  Lord  Stirling, 
of  the  10th  oi  March  last,  with  the  papers  therein  enclosed, 
was  referred,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

On  application  from  ihe,  Covi\mit\.eeoi  Lower  Penmneck, 
in  the  County  of  Salem,  in  New-Jersey, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
to  the  said  Committee  seventy-five  pounds  of  Gunpowder. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  intercepted  Letter  from 
John  Butler,  at  Niagara,  dated  the  29th  of  February  last, 
to  Mr.  Alexander  McGee,  be  sent  to  General  Schuyler. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  truth  and  foundation  of  the 
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story,  "  that  the  Indians  have  been  invited  by  Governour 
Fenn  to  come  to  Philadelphia,"  be  sent  to  General  Schuy- 
ler;* and  that  General  Schuyler  be  directed  to  cause  the 
person  to  be  arrested  who  pretended  to  have  carried  such 
invitation  to  the  Indians. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

For  the  expenses  of  General  Lee's  Guard,  the  sum  of 
10.8  Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Timo- 
thy Matlack ; 

On  a  draft  drawn  by  Ephraim  Blaine,  Esquire,  on  the 
Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle  Department, 
in  favour  of  Samuel  Semple,  the  sum  of  77  Dollars,  for  ex- 
penses of  the  said  Commissioners,  and  that  the  said  sum 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Bpbert  Miller,  Esquire,  of  the  County 
of  Cumberland; 

For  the  subsistence  of  A.  Hill  Brice,  Captain  of  the 
Seventli  Regiment  of  Foot,  or  Royal  Fusileers,  the  sum  of 
39.5  Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  Tho- 
mas McKean,  Esquire,  and  charged  to  the  said  Captain. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  die  Day,  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  fur- 
ther consideration  the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of 
the  27th  March  last,  and  the  papers  therein  enclosed';  and, 
after  some  time,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Harrison  reported,  that  the  Committee  had  come  to  a  Re- 
solution on  the  matter  referred  to  them  ;  which  he  read  and 
delivered  in. 

The  Report  being  again  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

Information  being  given  to  Congress,  that  Allan  Cameron, 
who  is  confined  in.  Jail,  is  in  such  a  state  of  health  as  to  re- 
quire the  attendance  of  a  Physician,  and  that  he  is  desirous 
of  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Cadwallader  : 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  Cadwallader  have  leave  to  attend 
him. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  post- 
poned, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  April  26,  1776. 
Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  set- 
tle and  pay  to  the  Colony  of  Connectiait  the  Powder  lent 
by  the  said  Colony  to  General  Washington,  for  the  use  of 
the  Continent,  and  to  act  as  they  shall  judge  best  for  the 
publick  service,  and  the  benefit  of  Connecticut,  in  exchan- 
ging the  Powder  which  said  Colony  has  in  Philadelphia, 
for  Powder  in  the  Eastern  Ports  belonging  to  the  Conti- 
nent. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  50,000  Dollars  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  Safety  of  Virginia,  and  that  the  President 
write  to  the  said  Committee,  and  request  them  to  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  have  it  exchanged  for  Specie,  and  re- 
mit the  same  to  the  Continental  Treasurers ;  and,  in  case 
they  can  procure  more  Specie,  that  they  send  it,  and  draw 
for  the  amount  on  the  Paymaster  in  Virginia,  who  is  order- 
ed to  pay  such  drafts. 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  250,000  Dollars  be  sent  to 
the  Paymaster  in  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Troops,  he  to  be  accountable. 

A  Letter  from  Dr.  Cadwallader  was  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read,  giving  an  account  of  ^.  Cameron's  state  of  health. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  A.  Cameron  be  allowed  the 
benefit  of  air  in  his  room,  and  of  walking  an  hour  every 
morning  in  the  yard,  in  company  or  presence  of  the  Jailer, 
and  that  his  uncle.  Dr.  Mc  Clean,  from  New- York,  who  is 
now  in  Philadelphia,  be  allowed  to  converse  with  him  in 
presence  of  the  Jailer. 

Edmund  Randolph,  who  was  appointed  Deputy  Muster- 

'Jieport  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  re- 
port respecting  Governour  Penh's  inviting  the  Indians  to  Phila- 

1)£LFIIIA. 

The  Committee  to  whom  Mr.  Deatie's  letter  to  General  Schuyler  was 
referred,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  taken  the  only  step  which, 
in  their  opinion,  could  lead  to  an  investigation  of  the  subject  therein  con- 
tained, by  waiting  on  his  Honour  Governour  I'emi,  who  has  assured 
them  that  his  name  has  been  used  without  his  consent  or  privity  ;  that 
he  has  sent  no  message  whatever  to  the  Six  Nations,  nor  had  he  ever  a 
thought  of  desiring  the  Six  Nations  to  come  to  Philadelphia. 


master-General  of  the  Southern  Department,  having  been 
chosen  by  the  citizens  of  Williamsburgh  to  represent  theiu 
in  Convention,  and  an  Ordinance  having  been  passed,  ex- 
cluding all  persons  holding  any- military  post  of  profit  Irotn 
a  seat  therein,  begged  leave  to  resign  his  office: 

Resolved,  That  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Randolph  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  the  Eastern  Department,  and 
report  thereon. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Wythe,  Mr.  Harrison,and  Mr.  Duane. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Dr.  Robert  Johnson,  for  attendance  on  the  Sixtli  Bat- 
talion, and  for  Medicines,  the  sum  of  53.1  Dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Account  be  paid. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Letters  from  General 
Washington  of  the  22d  and  23d  instant,  were  referred, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Aids-de-Camp  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  be  raised  to  forty  Dollars  a  month. 

Resolved,  That  none  of  the  Troops  already  raised  be, 
for  the  present,  disbanded  for  want  of  Arms;  and  that  the 
General  apply  to  the  Convention  and  Committee  of  Safety 
o{ New-York,  for  such  Arms  as  may  have  been  collected 
under  the  resolve  of  Congress  for  disarming  Non-Associa- 
tors  and  disaffected  persons,  or  any  other  Arms  tiiey  can 
supply,  and  that  they  be  delivered  to  the  New- York 
Troops. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  Assistant-Engineer, 
ordered  to  Canada,  be  allowed,  in  consideration  of  his  merit, 
the  pay  and  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  on  the  Continental 
establishment. 

Resolved,  That  the  respective  Governments  from  whence 
Militia  have  come  for  the  defence  of  the  City  of  New-  York, 
be  desired  speedily  to  transmit  to  Congress  authenticated 
Muster-RoUs,  and  accounts  of  Moneys  due  to  such  respec- 
tive Militias,  in  order  to  their  being  immediately  settled  and 
discharged. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  the  assistance  given 
by  the  General  to  Commodore  Hopkins. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Petition  of  Colonel  James  Easton : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
the  surprise  and  reduction  of  the  Fortress  of  Ticonderoga, 
having  already  been  submitted  by  Congress  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Albany,  the  Petitioner  be  referred  to  the  said  Com- 
mittee of  Albany  for  a  settlement  of  his  demand  on  that 
account. 

As  from  the  testimonials  produced  by  the  Petitioner,  it 
appears  that  he  and  his  Battalion  behaved  with  great  dili-> 
gence,  activity,  and  spirit  in  the  successful  enterprise  against 
General  Prescott,  and  the  Vessels  and  Troops  under  his 
command,  in  the  River  Sorel,  in  which  important  service 
they  were  joined  by  Colonel  Bedel  and  a  part  of  his  Regi- 
ment ;  that  to  encourage  the  party  employed  in  that  impor- 
tant service,  the  late  Major-General  Montgomery  promised 
them  all  the  publick  Stores  which  should  be  taken  in  the 
Vessels  under  General  Prescott's  command,  excepting  Am- 
munition and  Provisions  ;  and  as  the  Petitioner  alleges  that 
no  part  of  those  Stores  was  delivered,  nor  any  composition 
made  to  the  Troops  concerned  in  the  acquisition :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  General  com- 
manding in  Canada,  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  estimate 
all  the  publick  Stores  taken  with  General  Prescott,  (except- 
ing Ammunition  and  Provisions,)  and  pay  the  value  there- 
of among  the  officers  and  men  employed  in  that  service,  in 
such  proportions  as  the  Commissioners  shall  determine. 

As  the  Petitioner's  account  of  moneys  received,  and  dis- 
bursements made  by  him  for  the  use  of  his  Regiment,  on 
which  he  claims  a  balance,  can,  for  want  of  proper  vouchers 
and  information  here,  only  be  adjusted  in  Canada,  where  the 
business  was  transacted, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  referred  for  settlement  in 
such  mode  as  the  Commissioners  fh)m  Congress,  in  that 


1691 


CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS,  APRIL  30,  1776. 


1692 


Province,  shall  direct.  But  as  the  Petitioner  is  in  want  of 
money, 

Resolved,  That  200  Dollars  be  advanced  to  him,  in  part 
of  his  demand  against  the  United  Colonies. 

With  regard  to  the  Petitioner's  request  that  a  Court  of 
Inquiry  may  be  called  respecting  the  charge  against  him  and 
Major  Brown,  for  plundering  tiie  effects  of  the  prisoners : 
as  Brigadier-General  Arnold,  in  his  letter  of  the  1st  of  jPe- 
bruary  last,  alleges  that  the  Petitioner  and  Major  Brown 
had  been  publiclcly  accused  of  plundering  the  officers'  bag- 
gage taken  at  Sorcl,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  capitulation, 
and  to  the  great  scandel  of  the  ArQrican  arms ;  for  which 
reason,  he  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  it  would  give 
great  disgust  to  the  Army  in  general  if  either  of  them  should 
be  promoted  until  these  matters  were  cleared  up  ;  and  as  the 
Petitioner  asserts  his  innocence,  declaring  that  he  neither 
plundered,  nor  directed,  nor  was  privy  to  the  plundering  of 
any  prisoner  or  other  person  whatever ;  considering,  there- 
fore, on  one  hand,  the  aggravated  nature  of  this  charge, 
which  is  an  impediment  to  the  Petitioner's  promotion,  and, 
on  the  other,  the  great  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  Gene- 
ral Montgomery,  and  the  essential  service  which  the  Peti- 
tioner has  rendered  to  his  country  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  from  Congress,  in  Ca- 
nada, be  instructed  to  cause  inquiry  to  be  made,  by  a  Court- 
Martial  or  otherwise,  into  the  charge  against  the  Petitioner, 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  making  his  defence ;  and  that 
the  pi-oceedings  thereon  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  in  order 
that  justice  may  be  done  to  the  Petitioner,  if  he  has  been  ac- 
cused without  sufficient  reason. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  April  27,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  350  Dollars  be  drawn  on  the 
Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Mr.  Edy,  of  which  250  for  himself, 
and  100  for  his  attendant,  Isaiah  Beaudreau,  for  services 
done. 

Sundiy  Letters  and  papers  from  North- Carolina  were 
laid  before  Congress,  and  read,  viz : 

An  Affidavit  of  Thomas  Higgins  and  James  McClei-y, 
respecting  the  capture  of  Captain  W.  Ginn's  Brig  ; 

A  Letter  from  Samuel  Johnston,  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion o(  North- Carolina,  dated  the  10th  instant,  enclosing 
sundry  Resolves  of  the  said  Convention,  of  the  9th,  10th,  and 
13th,  of  the  same  month ;  and  an  extract  of  a  Letter  from 
Brigadier-General  Moore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Affidavit  be  delivered  to  the  Secret 
Committee ;  and  that  the  other  papers  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three : 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr. 
Alexaiider. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Paymaster-Ge- 
neral, in  the  room  of  Mr.  Warren,  whose  resignation  was  ac- 
cepted ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  William 
Palfrey,  Esquire,  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  Mustermaster  be  elected,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.Edmund  Randolph,  whose  resignation  was  accepted. 

The  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  William  Yates  was 
elected. 

Congress  also  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Deputy  Com- 
missary-General, for  supplying  the  Troops  in  Virginia  with 
Rations  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  examined,  William 
Aylet,  Esquire,  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Rodney  and  Mr.  Read  be  added  to 
the  Committee  appointed  to  contract  for  supplying  the  Troops 
b  the  Barracks  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  Battalion  in  the 
Lower  Counties  on  Delaware. 

A  Memorial  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsyl- 
vania was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  April  29,  1776. 

Sundry  Letters  and  papers  being  received,  were  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  read,  viz  : 

A  Letter  of  the  25th,  from  General  ^Ta^Aing-^on,  enclosing 
a  Return  of  the  Army  at  New-  York ; 


A  Letter  from  Major  Wrixon,  declining  to  accept  the 
Commission  of  Chief  Engineer; 

A  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety  oi  Maryland,  with 
the  Examination  o{  Alexander  Ross,  and  sundry  papers  found 
in  his  possession. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  and 
the  Letter  from  the  Council  of  Safety  of  Maryland,  with 
Mr.  Ross's  papers,  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  five. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Goldsborough,  Mr.  Payne,  and  Mr.  Rodney. 

Also,  a  Letter  of  the  19th,  from  General  Lee ;  one  from 
Tliomas  Bullitt ;  and  a  Petition  from  Dr.  J.  Potts,  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  said  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  Letters  be  written  by  the  President  to 
General  Schuyler  and  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Aew- 
York,  desiring  them  to  inform  this  Congress  whether  the 
Continental  commissions  sent  to  them  for  the  Officere  of  the 
Troops  raised  by  Connecticut  the  last  campaign,  were  deli- 
vered or  offiired  to  them,  or  to  any,  and  which  of  them,  and 
whether  any,  and  which  of  them,  refused,  or  accepted  the 
same;  and  particularly,  whether  commissions  were  offered 
to  Colonel  Waterlniry  and  Colonel  Easton,  and  whether  they 
refused  accepting  them. 

Resolved,  That  Captain  Peter  Adams,  from  Maryland, 
under  whose  custody  Alexander  Ross  was  brought  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, be  dismissed,  and  that  the  said  Alexander  Ross 
be  committed  to  the  care  of  the  Officer  commanding  the 
Continental  Troops  in  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved,  That  a  Standing  Committee  be  appointed  for 
Indian  Affairs ;  that  it  consist  of  five ;  that  the  election  of 
the  Members  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Resolved,  That  the  Congress,  relying  on  the  integrity  and 
honour  of  Captain  A.  McGee,  order  that  he  be  permitted  to 
go  at  large,  on  giving  his  parole  to  the  Committee  of  West- 
Augusta  not  to  engage  or  be  concerned  in  any  measure 
injurious  to  these  Colonies,  by  stimulating  the  Indian  Natiops 
to  make  war  against  them,  or  otherwise. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

T«  Benjamin  Marshall,  for  tin  Cartouch-Boxes,  the  sum 
of  465  Dollars ; 

To  Ephraim  Blaine,  Esquire,  for  Subsistence,  Wagonage, 
and  Ferriages  of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  the  sum 
of  2706  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  General  Washington's  Letter  of  the  19th, 
&,c. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  papers  from  Fort  Pitt 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  state 
of  Indian  affairs  in  the  Middle  Department ;  and  that  the  said 
Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  an  expedition 
against  Fort  Detroit,  and  an  estimate  of  the  expense. 

Resolved,  That  no  Traders  ought  to  go  into  the  Indian 
country  without  license  from  the  Agent  in  the  Department ; 
and  that  care  be  taken  by  him  to  prevent  exorbitant  prices 
for  goods  being  exacted  from  the  Indians. 

Resolved,  That  a  ton  of  Powder  be  sent  to  Mr.  George 
Morgan,  to  be  distributed  to  such  Indians  as  he  shall  be 
convinced  are  in  our  interest. 

Resolved,  That  measures  be  immediately  taken  to  pro- 
cure goods  to  supply  the  Indians  at  the  Treaties  ordered  to 
be  held  with  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  Councils  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and 
New-Hampshire,  and  the  Governours  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode-Island,  be  earnestly  requested  to  take  the  most  speedy 
and  effectual  measures  to  collect  as  much  hard  money  in 
their  respective  Colonies  as  possible,  and  to  send  the  same, 
as  collected,  to  General  Schuyler,  and  draw  upon  the  Pre- 
sident of  Congress  for  the  amount. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report, 
and  the  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow,  to  which  time  Congress  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  30,  1776. 

A  Letter  from  AUan  Cameron,  and  a  Letter  from  John 
Smith,  of  the  29th,  were  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 

Agreeable  to  order.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a  Standing  Committee  for  Indian  Affairs ;  and  the  ballots 
being  taken  and  examined, 
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Mr.  Wythe,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Wokott,  Mr.  L.  Morris, 
and  Mr.  Rulledge,  were  elected. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  Matthew  Swan,  for  carrying  two  brass  Field-pieces 
from  Philadelphia  to  Williamsburgh,  the  sum  of  93.6  Dol- 
lars, over  and  beside  the  sum  of  80  Dollars  paid  him  by 
Robert  Erivin,  and  13.3  Dollars  paid  by  the  Committee  of 
Williamsburgh ; 

For  House-rent,  Carriage,  and  other  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  the  sum  of  358.6  Dol- 
lars, and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  to  John  Harper, 
Quartermaster  of  the  said  Battalion  ; 

For  Provisions  for  Captain  Ross's  Company,  supplied  by 
Charles  Jackson,  the  sum  of  9.1  Dollars,  and  that  the  same 
ought  to  be  paid  to  Timothy  Matlack. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Memorial  from 
the  Committee  of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  the  City  and 
Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  advice  of  Congress 
whether  they  ought  to  continue  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
regulating  the  price  of  goods  in  other  instances  than  that  of 
Green  Tea,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which,  being  taken 
into  consideration,  was  agreed  to.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  ninth  article  of  the  Association,  which 
enjoined  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Colonies  to  sell  goods 
and  merchandise  at  the  rates  they  had  respectively  been 
accustomed  to  do  for  twelve  months  then  last  past,  was,  in 
its  nature,  a  temporary  regulation,  respecting  the  goods  then 
on  hand ;  but  as  those  goods  are  nearly  consumed,  and  a 
further  supply  must  be  obtained  at  an  extraordinary  risk  and 
expense,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  adventurers  should  be  en- 
couraged by  a  prospect  of  gain  adequate  to  the  danger  which 
may  be  incurred  in  the  importation,  and  a  free  trade  being 
now  opened  from  the  United  Colonies  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  except  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain, 

Resolved,  That  the  power  of  Committees  of  Inspection 
and  Observation  to  regulate  the  prices  of  goods,  in  other  in- 
stances than  the  article  of  Green  Tea,  ought  to  cease. 

Ordered,  That  the  above  be  published. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  General  Washington's  Letter  of  the  24th  of  March. 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Vessels  which  were  left  in  the  Docks 
and  Harbour  at  Boston,  by  the  enemy,  and  which  different 
persons  claim  as  their  property,  ought  to  be  restored  to  their 
former  owners,  being  inhabitants  of  these  Colonies,  on  their 
making  proof  of  their  title,  unless  the  said  parties  so  claun- 
ing  shall  have  been  voluntarily  active  against  the  rights  of 
the  United  Colonies,  by  affording  aid  and  assistance  to  the 
British  Fleet  and  Army ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Government  of  Massachusetts-Bay  to  appoint  Commis- 
sioners to  hear  such  claims,  and  determine  on  the  sufficiency 
of  the  proof  thereof ; 

Provided,  That  any  person  apprehending  himself  or  her- 
self to  be  aggrieved  by  the  adjudication  of  the  Commission- 
ers, may  appeal  from  their  sentence  to  the  Congress  ;  such 
appeal  being  demanded  and  lodged  with  the  Secretary  of 
Congress,  within  the  times  limited,  and  the  appellant  giving 
security,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  case  of  an  appeal 
from  the  sentence  of  a  court  appointed  for  hearing  maritime 
causes. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  2000  Dollars  be  drawn  on 
the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  George  Evans,  who  has  contract- 
ed to  supply  the  Delaware  Battalions  with  Rations,  he  to  be 
accountable. 

The  Delegates  for  New-Jersey  having  laid  before  Con- 
gress a  number  of  Bills  counterfeited  to  imitate  the  Conti- 
nental Bills  of  Credit, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  six  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider of  this  matter,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  W.Livingston,  Mr.  McKean, 
Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  Mr.  Duane. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Thursday. 

Thursday,  May  2,  1776. 

Sundry  Lettep  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congress 


and  read,  viz  .  One  of  the  22d  of  April,  from  the  Committee 
of  Secrecy,  War,  and  Intelligence,  of  A'ortA-Caro/t/ja,  with 
a  list  of  Prisoners  sent  by  them  to  Philadelphia ; 

One  of  the  30th  of  April,  from  General  Washington,  en- 
closing a  Memorial  from  Governour  Cooke ;  and 

One  of  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  from  the  Committee 
of  Safety  o(  Nero- York  to  the  Delegates  of  said  Colony. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  with 
the  Memorial  enclosed,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  die  state  of  the  Eastern 
Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  a  Ifjtter  he  written  to  General  Schuyler, 
desiring  him,  in  case  Major  Douglass  declines  to  take  the 
command  of  the  Vessels  on  the  Lakes,  to  appoint  Captain 
Wynkoop  to  that  command,  and  inform  Congress  thereof  by 
the  6rst  opportunity. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  20,000  Dollars  be  drawn 
on  the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  James  Mease,  Commissary, 
for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania  Battalions,  he  to  be  account- 
able. 

A  Letter  of  the  1st,  from  Henry  Fisher,  of  Lewistown, 
directed  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
by  them  sent  to  Congress,  was  read.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Dela- 
ware Battalion  be  directed  to  station  thirty-five  men,  with 
an  officer,  at  the  False-Cape,  till  further  orders. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  send 
two  hundred  pounds  of  Powder  and  two  hundred  pounds  of 
Lead  to  Lewistown,  for  the  use  of  the  Companies  stationed 
there. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 
To  Dr.  William  Curry,  for  account  of  Medicine  and  at- 
tendance for  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  the  sum  of 
58.3  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Account  be  paid. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  laid 
before  Congress  by  the  Delegates  from  North- CaroUni$, 
brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  General  Washington's  Letter  of  the 
24th  of  March  last ;  and  after  some  debate. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommitted ;  and,  as  the  Members 
of  the  former  Committee  are  absent,  that  a  new  Committee 
be  appointed. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  W.  Livings 
ston,  and  Mr.  Rutledge. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  that  branch  of  the 
Council  of  Safety  of  the  Delaware  Government  residing  in 
Kent  County,  to  furnish  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Delaware  Battalion  with  as  many  of  the  publick  Arms  of 
that  County  as  may  be  sufficient  for  arming  the  Companies 
of  the  said  Battalion  stationed  at  Lewistown,  to  be  used  by 
them  till  otherwise  ordered  by  the  said  branch  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Safety. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  May  3,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 
David  Williams,  for  Wagon-hire,  the  sum  of  ]  12  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Account  be  paid. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to 
send  two  hundred  pounds  of  Peruvian  Bark  to  the  Com- 
mandino-  Officer  in  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Forces  in  the  Southern  Department. 

A  Petition  from  Peter  Simon  was  presented  to  Congress, 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr. 
J.  Adams. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
to  Hendrick  Vanbrune  and  Thomas  Littel,  three  hundred 
pounds  of  Powder,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Township  of  Shrewsbury,  to  enable  them  to  defend  their 
Sea-Coast. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  estimate  of  the 
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expense  of  an  Expedition  against  Fort  Detroit,  brought  in 
tlicir  Report ;  which  was  read. 

Whereupon,  the  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  General  Washington's  Letter  of 
tlie  19th  April ;  and,  after  some  debate,  the  furtiier  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  tlie 
Committee  on  the  Letter  from  Brigadier  Lord  Stirling, 
dated  the  ISth  o( March  last;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Whereupon  Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  Lieute?. 
nant-Coloiiel  Ogdcn,  of  the  Fii-st  Battalion  of  New-Jersey, 
was  made  upon  good  grounds,  tiie  (j^ngress  having  reserved 
and  frequently  exercised  the  right  of  promoting  men  of  dis- 
tinguished merit. 

Tiiat  the  Cominissary,  Mr.  Loiery,  be  directed  to  supply 
such  of  the  Soldiers  of  the  said  Battalion  as  desire  it,  with 
Uniforms,  the  cost  to  be  deducted  from  their  pay. 

That  as  the  Army  is  now  removed  from  Cambridge  to 
JVew-  York,  the  consideration  of  raising  a  Regiment  of  Ar- 
tillery for  the  service  in  that  City,  as  applied  Jbr  in  the  said 
Letter,  be  postponed  till  further  advice  may  be  received  from 
General  Washington,  or  the  commanding  officer  there. 

A  Petition  from  Captain  Oswald  Eve  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr. 
Sergeant. 

Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  20,000  Dollars  be  drawn 
on  tlie  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Colonel  John  Haslet,  for 
the  use  of  the  Delaware  Battalion  under  his  command,  he 
to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  send 
three  hundred  pounds  of  Powder,  and  a  proportionable  quan- 
tity of  Lead,  to  Lewistown,  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  sta- 
tioned there. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  Report  on  General  Wash- 
ington's Letter  of  the  24th  of  March  last  was  recommitted, 
brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  being  made  and  seconded,  for  fixing  the  time 
lor  holding  a  Treaty  with  the  Indians  in  the  Middle  De- 
,  partment. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  May  4,  1776. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due  to 
Dr.  David  Cowell,  the  sum  of  97.4  Dollars. 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Account  be  paid. 

A  Letter,  of  the  3d,  from  Colonel  Hand,  of  the  Rifle 
Battalion,  was  read. 

Whereupon  Resolved,  That  an  Order  for  4000  Dollars 
be  drawn  on  the  Treasurers,  in  favour  of  Colonel  Hand,  for 
the  use  of  his  Battalion,  he  to  be  accountable. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  from  Colonel  Hand  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Sergeant,  and  Mr. 
Huntington. 

The  Congress  taking  into  consideration  the  Letter,  of 
the  29th  of  April,  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  JVew- 
Yorlc: 

Whereupon  Resolved,  That  a  Major  be  appointed  for  the 
First  New-  York  Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Major  Benedict, 
who  has  resigned. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  and  examined,  Barnabas  Tut- 
hill,  Esq.,  was  elected. 

Sundry  Letters,  just  received,  were  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read,  viz : 

One,  of  the  10th  of  April,  from  Brigadier-General  Wsojf^er, 
at  Holland-House,  before  ^uebeck ; 

One,  of  the  28th  of  said  month,  from  General  Schuyler, 
dated  Fort  George,  enclosing  the  examination  of  Michael 
Ryan ; 

One,  of  the  27th  of  the  same  month,  from  Governour 
Trumbull,  enclosing  a  Letter  from  N.  Shaw,  Jun.,  with  a 
list  of  the  Cannon  left  at  New-London. 


Resolved,  That  the  Maiine  Committee  be  directed  to  lay 
on  the  table,  on  Monday  next,  the  Instructions  given  by  the 
Naval  Committee  to  Commodore  Hopkins,  upon  his  leaving 
this  Port. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  on 
the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  o(  \he  24th  of  iUarcA. 

Whereupon  Resolved,  That  all  the  Cannon,  and  other 
Stores,  in  Boston,  which  were  originally  purchased  and  pro- 
vided by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Colonies  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay and  New-Hampshire  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  Colony  that  so  purchased  and  provided  them ;  and 
that  all  the  other  Cannon  left  in  the  Colony  of  Massachu- 
setts-Bay by  the  British  Forces,  be  presented  to  the  said 
Colony. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  Report,  at  the  request  of 
a  Colony,  was  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

The  Congress  then  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Letter  from  General  Washington,  of 
the  4th  of  April. 

Wliereupon  Resolved,  That  the  pay  of  the  Officers  and 
Soldiei-s  of  the  Militia  lately  called  to  Cambridge,  commence 
on  the  day  of  their  march,  and  cease  on  that  of  their  return. 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the  Report 
be  postponed. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 

Monday,  May  6,  1776. 

Advice  being  received  that  Captain  Young,  who  was  fitted 
out  at  the  expense  of  the  Continent  by  Mr.  Lends  and  Mr. 
Alsop,  being  arrived  at  Egg-Harbour, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  give 
proper  orders  for  landing,  securing,  and  bringing  to  Philadel- 
phia, the  Cargo  imported  by  Caj)tain  Young. 

A  Memorial  of  Captain  Herman  Allen  was  presented  to 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Report  on 
General  Washington's  Letter  of  the  24th  of  March ;  and, 
thereupon,  came  to  the  following  Resolution  : 

Whereas  General  Washington  has  requested  directions 
concerning  the  conduct  that  should  be  observed  towards 
Commissioners  said  to  be  coming  from  Great  Britain  to 
America : 

Resolved,  That  General  Washington  be  informed  that 
Congress  suppose,  if  Commissioners  are  intended  to  be  sent 
from  Great  Britain  to  treat  of  peace,  that  the  practice  usual 
in  such  cases  will  be  observed,  by  making  previous  applica- 
tion for  the  necessary  passports  or  safe  conduct,  and  on  such 
application  being  made.  Congress  will  then  direct  the  proper 
measures  for  the  reception  of  such  Commissioners. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  resolution,  where- 
by persons  resident,  or  having  property  in  America,  who 
assist  any  of  the  enemies  of  these  United  Colonies  in  the 
captures  of  vessels  or  goods,  may  be  made  liable  to  make 
good  the  damage  to  the  sufferers,  brought  in  a  Report ;  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  To  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Letter  of  the  24th  of  April,  from  General  Lee,  was 
read. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  state  of  the 
United  Colonies;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the 
President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported, 
that  the  Committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matter 
to  them  referred,  and  had  thereupon  come  to  sundry  Resolu- 
tions, which  he  was  ordered  to  report  when  the  House  should 
be  ready  to  receive  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  now  delivered  in. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  being  read, 
was  agreed  to,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  ten  millions  of  Dollars  be  raised  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  War  for  the  current  year. 

That  the  Indian  Goods,  said  to  be  at  Fort-Fitt,  be  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  Indian  Goods  to  the  value  of  ten  thousand  Dollars, 
be  purchased  at  Montreal,  for  the  use  of  tiie  United  Colo- 
nies. 

That  Treaties  be  held  with  the  Indians  in  the  different 
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Departments,  as  soon  as  practicable ;  and  that  the  sum  of 
ten  tlioLisand  Dollare  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  to  the 
Commissioners  of  each  respective  Department,  for  presents 
to  the  Lidiam  and  the  expenses  of  such  Treaties . 

Mr.  Harrison  furtlier  reported,  that  the  Committee  de- 
sired him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  lake  into 
consideration  the  state  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to 
devise  ways  and  means  for  raising  the  ten  millions  of  Dol- 
lars. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr. 
Rutkdge,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and 
Mr.  Hewes. 

Resolved,  That  the  Convention  or  Council  of  Safety  of 
Virginia,  be  empowered  to  appoint  Surgeons  to  the  Bat- 
talions raised  in  said  Colony  for  the  service  of  the  Con- 
tinent. 

Resolved,  That  John  Taylor  be  appointed  Judge-Advo- 
cate to  the  Continental  Troops  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  May  7,  1776. 

Sundry  Letters  being  received,  were  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read,  viz : 

One  of  the  5th  of  April,  from  General  Washington ; 

One  of  the  14th,  from  John  G.  Frazer,  enclosing  a  list  of 
the  Vessels,  Cannon,  and  Ordnance  Stores,  left  by  the  ene- 
my at  Boston ; 

One  from  sundry  Prisoners  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut, 
dated  2lst  March ; 

One  from  L.  F.,  of  St.  Eustatia,  dated  5th  oi  April. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Letters  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  Braxton,  and 
Mr.  Duane. 

A  Petition  from  John  Bayard,  P.  Moore,  and  John  Pat- 
ton,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be 
directed  to  sell  to  the  Petitioners  six  hundred  pounds  of 
Powder,  for  the  use  of  the  Privateers  they  are  fitting  out. 

Resolved,  That  100  Dollars  be  paid  by  the  Treasurers  to 
Monsieur  Giason,  a  Canadian  prisoner,  upon  his  giving  a 
bill  upon  his  friend  at  Montreal  for  the  like  sum,  payable 
on  demand. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Papers  laid  before  Congress  by  the  Dele- 
gates of  North-  Carolina  : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  another  Battalion  raised  in 
North- Carolina,  in  addition  to  the  five  Battalions  already 
ordered  for  the  defence  of  that  Colony,  be  taken  into  the 
pay  and  service  of  the  United  Colonies. 

That  a  Deputy  Quartermaster-General  be  appointed  for 
the  Southern  Department,  to  be  employed  in  North-Caro- 
lina. 

That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  procure  and 
fonvard  twelve  Fieldpieces  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  in 
North-  Carolina. 

That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  forward  three 
tons  of  Gunpowder  for  the  defence  of  said  Colony. 

That  the  Committee  on  Qualifications  be  du-ected  to  pur- 
chase, and  forward  to  North- Carolina,  a  Chest  of  Medicines 
and  Instruments,  equal  in  value  to  one  of  those  furnished  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Battalions,  for  each  of  the  six  Battalions 
raised  in  the  Colony  of  North-  Carolina. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Deputy  Quarter- 
master-General for  the  Southern  Department ;  and  the  bal- 
lots being  taken,  Nicholas  Long,  Esq.,  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  Nicholas  Long,  Esq.,  have  the  rank  of  a 
Colonel  in  the  Continental  Army. 

The  Convention  o(  North- Carolina  having  recommend- 
ed sundry  gentlemen  for  Field-Officei-s  of  the  six  Battalions 
raised  in  that  Colony,  Congress  proceeded  to  a  choice,  and 
the  following  gentlemen  were  elected : 

Francis  Nash,  Esq.,  Colonel,  Thomas  Clarke,  Esq.,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel, William  Davis,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the  Firet 
Battalion. 
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Alexander  Martin,  Esq.,  Colonel,  John  Patton,  Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  John  H'hiie,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the  Se- 
cond Battalion. 

Jethro  Sumner,  Esq.,  Colonel,  William  Alston,  Esquire, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Samuel  Lockart,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the 
Third  Battalion. 

Thomas  Polk,  Esq.,  Colonel,  James  Thackston,  Esquire, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  William  Davidson,  Esq.,  Major,  of  the 
Fourth  Battalion. 

Edtvard  Buncombe,  Esq.,  Colonel,  Henry  Irwin,  Esq., 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  Levi  Dawson,  Esquire,  Major,  of  the 
Fifth  Battalion.  ft 

Alexander  LilUngton,  Esq.,  Colonel,  William  Taylor, 
Esq.,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  Gideon  Lamb,  Esq.,  Major,  of 
the  Sixth  Battalion. 

Resolved,  That  the  Letter  received  yesterday  from  Ge- 
neral Lee  be  referred  to  the  Committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  Letters  received  this  morning. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  purchase 
Stockings  for  the  Troops  in  Canada,  be  directed  to  apply 
to  the  General  Assemblies  of  Massachusetts-Bay  and  Con- 
necticut, and  request  them  to  assist  in  procuring  said  Stock- 
ings. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Memorial  from 
the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Vfhereupon,  Resolved,  That  twenty  of  the  heaviest  Can- 
non, taken  by  Commodore  Hopkins  at  New- Providence, 
and  brought  from  thence  to  New-London,  and  since  carried 
to  Newport,  be  brought  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and 
delivered  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  said  City ;  to  remain  there 
during  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

William  Peachy,  Esq.,  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Virginia 
Battalion,  having  resigned,  the  Congress  proceeded  to  elect 
a  gentleman  to  supply  his  place ;  and,  the  ballots  being 
taken,  Charles  Scott,  Esquire,  was  elected ;  and  Alexan- 
der Spotswood  was  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Se- 
cond Battalion,  in  the  room  of  Colonel  Charles  Scott, 
promoted. 

Resolved,  That  such  of  the  iron  Cannon  as  were  brought 
from  Ticonderoga  to  Boston,  and  have  not  been  removed 
by  General  Washington,  be  lent  for  the  defence  of  the  Town 
and  Harbour  of  Boston,  to  remain  there  during  the  pleasure 
of  Congress. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred,  being  post- 
poned. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  May  8,  1776. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due. 

To  ff^lliam  Brady  for  thirty  days'  Wagonage  in  convey- 
ing Captain  Stephenson's  Baggage  from  Virginia  to  Roxbury, 
the  sum  of  60  Dollars ;  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Daniel  McPherson. 

To  James  McDonnel,  for  Wagonage,  in  conveying  Bag- 
gage belonging  to  Captain  Talbot's  Company  of  the  Sixth 
Pennsylvania  Battalion  to  New-York,  the  sum  of  117.9 
Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

A  Letter  of  the  5th,  from  General  Washington ;  one  of  the 
4th  from  William  Palfrey,  Paymaster-General ;  and  one  of 
the  2d,  from  Captain  Delaplace,  a  prisoner,  were  laid  before 
Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  five. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Mr.  ffythe,  Mr. 
Rodney,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  Mr.  fVhipple. 

A  Petition  from  Captain  Gideon  Warren,  and  a  Letter 
from  Joseph  Woodward,  Chainnan  of  the  Committee  of  the 
New-Hampshire  Grants,  were  presented  to  Congress,  and 
read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  five, 
who  are  directed  to  hear  the  persons  mentioned  in  the  said 
Letter,  and  report  tiiereon  to  Congress. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  Rodney,  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr. 
Hewes,  Mr.  Lynch,  and  Mr.  Alexander. 

The  Instructions  given  by  the  Naval  Committee  to  Com- 
modore Hopkins  being  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  seven  ; 
and  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  said  Committee,  to 


1699 


CONTINENTAL  CONGRESS,  MAY  10,  1776. 


1700 


inquire  how  far  Commodore  Hopkins  has  romplied  witli  said 
instructions ;  and  if,  upon  inquiry,  they  shall  find  that  he  has 
departed  therefrom,  to  examine  into  the  occasion  thereof; 
also,  to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  the  Governour  and  Lieu- 
tenant-Governour  of  Providence,  and  the  other  officer 
brought  from  thence,  and  report  what,  in  their  opinion,  is 
proper  to  be  done  with  them. 

That  the  said  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Wit- 
nesses and  Papers. 

The  ]\I(!mbers  chosen,  Mr.  linrmon,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr. 
McKean,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Sherman,  and  Mr. 
W.  Livingston, 

Information  being  given  to  Congress,  that  KirJcland,  a 
Prisoner,  has  broke  Jail,  and  made  his  escape, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
devise  ways  and  means  to  have  him  retaken. 

XJie  Membei's  chosen,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  Lyiich,  and  Mr. 
Gerry. 

Resolved,  That  whenever  it  shall  appear  to  this  Con- 
gress, that  any  Officer  or  Officers,  bearing  Continental 
Commissions,  shall  have  departed  from  Orders,  an  inquiry 
shall  be  made.  , 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
to  Aaron  Biddle  and  John  Helm,  seventy-five  pounds  of 
Powder,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ujtper-Pennsneclc, 
in  New-Jersey. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  the  Congress  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  their 
further  consideration  the  state  of  the  Colonies ;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  they  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  matter  to  them  referred  ;  but  not  having  come 
to  any  Resolutions  thereon,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  again  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  Info  their  further 
consideration  the  state  of  these  Colonies. 

The  several  matters  to  this  day  referred  being  postponed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  May  9,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  8th,  from  Abraham  Livingston,  offering  to 
resign  the  Contract  made  with  the  Convention  of  JSiew-Yorlc 
for  supplying  the  Troops  in  that  Colony  with  Provisions ; 
also,  a  Letter  of  the  same  date  from  Colonel  James  Easton, 
were  laid  before  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  McKean,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Wythe. 

Application  being  made  for  a  safe  conduct  for  Mrs.  Bel- 
leiv,  wife  of  Captain  Bellew,  of  the  Liverpool,  to  pass 
through  the  country  to  her  relations  in  Marhlehead, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  for  consideration  to  Mr.  R. 
H.  Lee  and  Mr.  R.  Morris. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported,  that  there  is  due, 

To  M'illiam  Bedford,  for  Cartouch  Straps,  the  sum  of 
19.3.3  Dollars ; 

To  Colonel  Joseph  Reed,  for  Camp  Equipage,  he,  pro- 
cured for  General  Washington,  the  sum  of  434.2  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

The  said  Committee  having  reported  on  the  Petition  and 
Accounts  of  Captain  Heman  Allen,  which  were  referred  to 
them. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Petition  and  Accounts  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury. 

The  Committee  on  Prisoners,  to  whom  the  Letter  from 
Henry  Beaumont,  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Regiment  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  which  said  Henry  JBeaumont  is  a 
prisoner  of  war,  was  refen-ed,  brought  in  a  Report;  which 
was  taken  into  consideration. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  the  said  Henry  Beaumont 
be  permitted  to  reside  with  his  wife  and  family  at  Elizaheth- 
toien,  in  the  Colony  of  New-Jersey,  he  giving  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inspection  and  Observation  of  die  said  Borough, 
his  parole,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  Congress. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  devise  ways  and  means  for 
raising  ten  millions  of  Dollars  for  the  service  of  the  current 


year,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read  and  consi- 
dered : 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  five  millions  of  Dollars  be 
emitted  in  Bills  of  Credit,  in  part  of  the  ten  millions  voted 
for  the  service  of  the  current  year. 

That  the  thirteen  United  Colonies  be  pledged  for  the 
redemption  of  the  said  five  millions  of  Dollars,  at  such  pe- 
riods, and  in  such  manner  and  proportions,  as  Congress  shall 
hereafter  direct  and  appoint. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Superintendents  of 
the  Treasury,  to  consider  of  and  report  a  plan  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  before-mentioned  Resolution,  for  emitting  five 
millions  of  Dollars  in  Bills  of  Credit,  towards  the  service  of 
the  current  year. 

The  Committee  having  informed  Congress  that  they  have 
not  had  time  to  complete  their  Report : 

Resolved,  That  they  have  leave  to  sit  again. 

Captain  Budden  having  been  taken  by  the  Liverpool  man- 
of-war,  and  permitted,  on  his  parole,  to  come  to  Philadel- 
phia, in  order  to  procure  a  Prisoner  to  be  given  in  exchange 
for  him, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  exchanging  Seamen. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Hewes,  and 
Mr.  Huntington. 

Agreeable  to  the  Order  of  the  Day,  Congress  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  state  of  the  United  Colonies;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  ciiair,  and  Mr. 
Harrison  reported,  that  they  have  had  under  their  further 
consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  have  come  to 
a  Resolution ;  w'hich  he  read  and  delivered  in. 

The  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress 
being  again  read,  the  determination  thereof,  at  the  request  of 
a  Colony,  was  postponed  till  to-mon-ow. 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  application  in  favour  of 
Mrs.  Bellew  was  referred,  brought  in  a  Report ;  which  was 
taken  into  consideration. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  a  Passport  be  granted  to 
Mrs.  Bellew  to  come  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  under  es- 
cort of  a  Continental  Officer,  and  that  she  may  reside  safely 
and  unmolested  in  the  said  City,  until  her  fiiends  in  New- 
England  come  to  escort  her  to  Marhlehead,  when  a  safe 
conduct  shall  also  be  granted  to  her  for  that  journey,  and 
for  her  residence  there  during  her  pleasure. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  renewed, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Friday,  May  10,  1776. 

A  Letter  of  the  7th,  from  General  Washington,  and  one 
of  the  3d,  from  Thomas  Gushing,  were  laid  before  Congress, 
and  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
state  of  die  Eastern  Colonies. 

A  Letter  from  Monsieur  Hocaisor,  of  the  6th  of  April, 
being  laid  before  Congress,  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Secret  Committee. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  consideration 
of  General  Washington's  Letter  of  the  5th,  and  the  Papers 
enclosed,  brought  in  a  Report ;  which  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Whereupon,  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions 
passed  the  1st  day  of  ^j;n71ast,  establishing  the  mode  of 
settling  the  publick  Accounts,  be  transmitted  to  the  General ; 
That  the  Resolution  of  Congress,  passed  the  17th  of 
January  last,  allowing  one  Dollar  and  one-third  of  a  Dollar 
to  the  officers,  in  lieu  of  expenses  for  inlisting  each  soldier, 
being  a  general  regulation,  extends  to  the  Ti-oops  raised  in 
the  Eastern  Department ;  and  that  the  General  be  directed 
to  make  that  allowance  for  all  the  Troops  inlisted  since  the 
time  of  passing  the  said  Resolution. 

That  as  the  road  recommended  by  General  Washington 
to  be  opened  between  the  Town  of  Newbury,  on  Connecticut 
River,  and  the  Province  of  C«7m(/a,  will  facilitate  the  march 
and  return  of  the  Troops  employed  in  that  quarter,  and  pro- 
mote the  publick  service,  the  General  be  directed  to  prose- 
cute the  plan  he  has  formed,  respecting  the  said  road ; 

That  ten  tons  of  Gunpowder  be  sent  to  New-York; 
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That  400,000  Dollare  be  sent  to  the  Paymaster-General 
for  the  use  of  the  Army  in  Neio-  York  and  the  Massachu- 
setts-Bay ; 

That  the  Commanding  Officers  in  the  different  Depart- 
ments and  Posts,  shall  make  Monthly  Returns  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Continental  Army,  of  the  number 
and  state  of  the  Troops,  and  the  Military  Stores  in  their  re- 
spective Departments ; 

That  this  Congress  has  hitherto  exercised,  and  ought  to 
retain,  the  power  of  promoting  the  Officers  in  the  Continen- 
tal service  according  to  their  merit ;  and  that  no  promotion 
or  succession  shall  take  place  upon  any  vacancy,  without 
the  authority  of  a  Continental  Commission. 

Congress  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Resolution 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  which  being 
read,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  respective  As- 
semblies and  Conventions  of  the  United  Colonies,  where  no 
Government  sufficient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  hath 
been  hitherto  established,  to  adopt  such  Government  as  shall, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  best  con- 
duce to  the  happiness  and  safety  of  their  constituents  in  par- 
ticular, and  America  in  general. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  Preamble  to  the  foregoing  Resolution. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  /.  Adams,  Mr.  Rutledge,  and 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  sell 
to  Colonel  David  Potter  and  Captain  Daniel  Maskell  two 
hundred  pounds  of  Powder  and  one  thousand  pounds  of 
Lead,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown,  Cum- 
berland County,  in  New-Jersey. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Letter  from 
General  Washington,  of  the  25th  and  26th  of  April ;  the 
case  of  Alexander  Ross,  and  the  Letter  from  General  Lee ; 
brought  in  their  Report ;  which  was  read.* 

•  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  General  Washington's  Letter 
of  the  85th  and  26th  of  Jlpril,  and  the  Letter  from  General  Lee,  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Ross,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave 
to  report  as  their  opinion : 

Resolved,  That  all  Vessels  which  sailed  from  the  port  or  harbour  of 
Boston,  whilst  the  Town  of  Boston  was  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
having  on  board  effects  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  American  liberty,  be 
liable,  together  with  the  said  effects,  to  seizure  and  confiscation ;  and 
that  if  any  of  the  said  Vessels  have  been  already  taken,  they,  together 
with  their  said  cargo,  be  decreed  forfeited,  and  be  confiscated  in  the  same 
manner  and  in  the  same  proportions  as  have  been  heretofore  resolved  by 
Congress. 

That  it  is  essential  to  the  interest  of  these  Colonies  that  the  Conti- 
nental Agent,  in  the  respective  Provinces  where  no  Courts  have  been 
established  for  the  trial  of  captures,  have  power,  and  be  directed,  to  dis- 
pose at  publick  sale  of  such  articles,  being  of  a  perishable  nature,  as 
shall  be  taken  from  the  enemies  oi  America  ;  and  that  the  money  to  arise 
from  such  sale  be  liable  to  the  decree  of  the  Court,  when  the  said  Court 
shall  be  established. 

That  the  inventory  of  the  Ordnance  Stores  taken  by  Captain  Manly, 
be  sent  down  to  General  Washington,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  ap- 
point a  person  on  the  part  of  the  Colonies,  to  join  one  on  the  part  of 
Captain  Manly  and  his  crew,  who  shall,  having  first  taken  an  oath  for 
that  purpose,  proceed  to  value  the  said  stores  so  taken  ;  and  if  they  cannot 
agree  as  to  the  value,  they  call  in  a  third  person  to  determine  the  case. 
That  the  report  of  such  persons  be  made  to  Congress  so  soon  as  may  be ; 
and  that  the  value  of  the  shares  that  shall  appear  to  belong  to  Captain 
Manly  and  his  crew,  be  transmitted  them. 

That  the  pay  of  such  of  the  Soldiers  at  JVevi-York  as  have  been  in- 
listcd  at  five  Dollars  per  month,  be  raised  to  six  and  two-thirds  Dol- 
lars. 

That  such  of  the  Troops  from  the  JVew-England  Colonies  as  shall 
reinlist  during  the  war,  or  for  the  term  of  three  years,  be  furnished  at  the 
Continental  expense  with  the  following  articles,  viz  : 

That  it  is  highly  inexpedient  to  order  any  more  Troops  from  the  Co- 
lony uf  jVeiD- York.  That  the  difficulty  and  uncertainty  of  procuring 
Fire-Arms  render  it  improper  to  raise  any  more  Kegiments  at  present. 
That  the  Commander-in-Chief,  for  the  time  being,  in  the  jVe-m-Vork  De- 
partment, have  permission  and  be  directed  to  call  to  the  assistance  of 
that  Colony,  when  necessity  shall  require  it,  such  of  the  Militia  of  that 
and  the  neighbouring  Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  JVew- Jersey,  as  shall 
be  sufBcient  for  the  purpose  intended. 

That  letters  be  written  to  the  Conventions  of  JVe-ur-Jersey,J\'e-w-York, 
and  the  Assembly  of  Coymecticut,  to  afford  such  assistance  to  the  com- 
manding officer  in  the  J^e-w-York  Department  as  he  shall  apply  for. 

That  two  of  the  Companies,  of  the  forces  now  in  this  (Colony,  be 
ordered  to  Cape-May. 

That  Dr.  Potts  be  taken  into  the  pay  of  the  Continent,  and  be  em- 
ployed in  the  Canada  Department,  or  at  LakC'Oeorge,  as  the  General 
shall  think  fit ;  but  that  this  recommendation  be  not  considered  so  as  to 

supersede  Dr.  Stringer.    That  the  pay  of  Dr.  Potts  be Dollars  per 

month. 

Agreed,  That  they  have  examined  Mr.  Alexander  Ross,  and  not 
having  found  anything  in  his  conduct  which  will  warrant  his  confine- 
ment, recommend  that  he  be  discharged. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  the  Eastern  Colonies,  brought  in  their  Report ;  which 
was  read.* 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  their  further  consideration  the  state 
of  the  United  Colonies  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 
the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported: 
That  the  Committee  have  had  under  their  further  considera- 
tion the  matter  referred  to  them  ;  but  not  having  had  time 
to  finish  their  inquiries,  desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  state  of  the  United  Colonies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Secret  Con-espondence 
be  directed  to  lay  their  proceedings  before  Congress  on  Mon- 
day next,  withholding  the  names  of  the  persons  they  have 
employed,  or  with  whom  they  have  corresponded. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
exchanging  Seamen,  brought  in  their  Report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  Lieutenant  Ball,  of  the  Roebuck,  and  the 
three  Seamen  that  were  taken  with  him,  and  are  now  pri- 
soners in  the  lower  Counties  on  Delaware,  be  exchanged 
for  Captain  Budden  and  his  son,  Seth  Davis,  and  Samwl 
Conyers. 

That  six  of  the  Seamen,  now  pinsoners  in  Philadelphia, 
to  be  named  by  the  Committee  of  Safety  of  Pennsylvania, 
may  be  given  in  exchange  for  the  following  persons,  viz : 

Mr.  Lightbody,  James  Hage, Fortescue,  (a  pilot-boy,) 

William  Martin,  Jacob  Wilson,  and  John  Durry. 

That  the  said  exchange  of  prisoners  be  conducted  by 
such  proper  persons  as  the  Committee  of  Safety  oi  Penn- 
sylvania may  a])point  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  from 
Abraham  Livingston,  offering  to  cancel  the  contract  he  had 
made  with  a  Committee  of  the  Convention  of  New-  York, 
for  supplying  the  forces  in  that  Colony  with  Provisions, 
brought  in  their  Report,  which  was  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Abraham  Livingston,  in  voluntarily 
resigning  a  contract  which  might  have  been  so  profitable  to 
him,  has  exhibited  an  example  of  publick  spirit,  and  Con- 
gress accept  the  resignation  of  his  Contract. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  devise  ways 
and  means  for  retaking  Moses  KirJctand,  be  empowered  to 
send  an  express  to  the  southward,  and  desire  the  Commit- 
tees or  Councils  of  Safety  of  the  Southern  Colonies  to  use 
their  utmost, endeavours  to  have  him  apprehended ;  and  that 
they  ofier  a  reward  of  one  hundred  Dollars,  in  addition  to 
the  hundred  already  offered,  for  apprehending  and  securing 
the  said  Moses  EJrkland. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Council  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  the 
Jailer  who  had  the  charge  and  custody  of  Moses  Kirk- 
land ;  and  if  they  find  him  culpable,  that  they  have  him 
removed. 

Resolved,  That  George  Morgan,  Esq.,  Agent  under  the 

*  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state 

of  t/te  Colonies  in  the  Eastern  Department,  brought  in  lOth  o/Hjlt, 

1776: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Eastern  Department,  beg  leave  to  report,  as  their  opinion:  That  it  is 
necessary,  for  the  general  service,  that  the  two  Battalions  directed  by  the 
Assembly  of  Rhode-Island  to  be  raised,  be  taken  into  Continental  pay ; 
the  Battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  in  J\'oi'ember  last,  from  the  time  they 
were  armed,  clothed,  and  fit  for  duty  ;  and  the  one  since  ordered  to  be 
raised,  from  the  present  time,  provided  they  be  armed,  clothed,  and  fit 
for  service;  and  that  if  it  be  not  so  armed  and  appointed,  they  be  taken 
into  Continental  pay  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  mustered. 

That  a  recommendation  be  immediately  sent  to  the  Colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts, to  assist  the  officers  of  the  five  Continental  Regiments  now  in 
that  Colony,  in  completing  their  establishment ;  that  they  endeavour  to 
prevail  on  the  people  to  inlist,  and  those  already  inlisted  to  reinlist  for 
three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  and  then  to  receive  — ■ —  pay ; 
and  as  an  inducement  thereto,  they  allow  to  the  Soldiers  who  shall  agree 
to  serve  for  that  term,  the  following  articles :  One  felt  hat,  one  pair  of 
yarn  stockings,  and  one  pair  of  shoes. 

That  General  Washington  be  desired  to  send  such  General  Officer  as 
he  can  spare  from  the  Army  aX  JVexo-York,  to  command  in  the  Colony 
of  Massachusetts-Uay. 

That  General  Waahhigton  be  desired  to  continue  Mr.  Burbeck,  the 
Engineer,  at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  fortifying  that  Fort  and  Har- 
bour. 
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Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs  in  the  Middle  Depart- 
ment, be  directed  to  purchase  the  Indian  goods  said  to  be 
at  Pittsburgh,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  case  of  Alexander  Ross ;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Alexander  Ross  be  discharged 
from  confinement. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  May  11,  1776. 

A  Petition  from  John  Jacobs,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
others,  was  presented  to  Congress,  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

The  Members  chosen,  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Rutledge. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  the  Eastern  Colonies ;  whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Battalions  directed  by  the  As- 
sembly of  Rhode-Island  to  be  raised,  be  taken  into  Conti- 
nental pay  ;  the  Battalion  ordered  to  be  raised  in  JSovember 
last,  from  the  time  they  were  armed,  clothed,  and  fit  for 
duty ;  and  the  one  since  ordered  to  be  raised,  from  the 
present  time,  provided  they  be  armed,  clothed,  and  fit  for 
service  ;  and  that  if  they  be  not  so  armed  and  appointed, 
they  be  taken  into  Continental  pay  as  soon  as  they  shall  be 
armed  and  mustered. 

Resolved,  That  the  remainder  of  the  Report  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  Standing  Committee  for  Indian  Af- 
fairs be  directed  to  take  measures  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  Resolution  of  the  6th,  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians,  in  the  different  Departments,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable. 

That  the  20th  of  July  be  fixed  on  for  holding  a  treaty, 
at  Pittsburgh,  with  the  Indians  in  the  Middle  Department ; 
and  that  the  Standing  Committee  be  directed  to  inform  the 
Agent,  and  desire  him  to  notify  the  Indians,  and  invite  them 
to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned ;  and,  also,  that 
the  said  Committee  inform  the  Commissioners,  and  desire 
them  to  attend. 

Resolved,  That  John  Harvey  be  appointed  a  Commis- 
sioner for  Indian  Affairs,  in  the  Middle  Department. 

Certain  Resolutions  of  the  Board  of  Officers  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  a  Petition  from  the  Committee  of  Privates  of 
the  Military  Association  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of  PAifa- 
delphia,  were  presented  to  Congress  and  read. 

Resolved,  That  they  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Congress. 

A  Memorial  from  Cannier  de  la  Berthadure  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress  and  read. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  two  sets  of  Trepanning  Instruments  be 


sent  to  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  the  Surgeons  of  the  Conti- 
nental Troops  there  ;  and  that  two  sets  of  Trepanning  In- 
struments, and  one  hundred  pounds  of  Peruvian  Bark,  be 
sent  to  North- Carolina,  for  the  use  of  the  Continental 
Troops  in  that  Colony. 

The  Congress  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Colonies  in  the  Eastern  De- 
partment, and  the  Resolves  of  the  Officers,  and  Petition  of 
the  Committee  of  Privates  of  the  Military  Association  of 
the  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia. 

And,  after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported :  That  the 
Committee  had  taken  into  consideration  the  matters  to  them 
referred,  and  had  come  to  a  Resolution  thereon,  which  he 
was  directed  to  report ;  but  that  not  having  come  to  a  con- 
clusion, desired  him  to  move  for  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  Congress  being  read, 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  Monday  next. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  re- 
solve itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  take  into 
their  further  consideration  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  state  of  the  Colonies  in  the  Eastern  Department,  and 
the  Resolves  of  the  Officers,  and  Petition  of  the  Privates, 
of  the  Military  Association  of  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secret  Committee  be  directed  to  send 
five  hundred  pounds  of  Powder  to  the  Committee  of  Safety 
of  Delaware  Government,  for  the  use  of  their  Militia. 

The  Committee  of  Claims  reported  that  there  is  due, 

On  account  rendered  by  the  Committee  for  the  Upper 
District  of  Frederick  County,  in  Virginia,  of  expenses  in- 
curred by  Captain  John  Nelson's  Company  of  Riflemen,  the 
sum  of  1415.4  Dollars,  and  that  the  same  ought  to  be  paid 
to  Michael  Fackler ;  and  that  the  said  Company  ought  to 
be  charged  with  the  sum  of  1016  Dollars,  the  amount  of 
Rifles  and  Goods,  Sic,  furnished  for  their  use,  the  remainder 
being  for  provisions  and  wagonage,  to  be  charged  to  the 
Continent. 

To  Andreiv  McNair,  for  attendance  and  for  Candles, 
Sic,  the  sum  of  181.9  Dollai-s,  in  full  of  his  account  to  the 
30th  of  April  last. 

To  Robert  Enuin,  Wagonmaster,  for  five  Teams  that  went 
to  Canada,  a  balance  of  699.6  Dollars. 

To  Walter  Drummond,  for  nursing  several  persons  be- 
longing to  Captain  Benezet's  Company,  the  sum  of  27  Dol- 
lars. 

To  George  London,  for  thirty-four  days'  wagonage  for 
the  Sixth  Battalion,  the  sum  of  117.5  Dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Accounts  be  paid. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock,  on  Monday. 
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Desire  to  conciliate  the  people  of,        -         -  1686 

Canal,  Resolve  of  Massachusetts  relative  to  a,         -  1301 

Candidus,  essay  signed,       -----       86 

Canfield,  Dr.  Jabez,  appointed  Quartermaster,         -     448 

Cannon,  purchase  of,  in  New-Hampshire,       -         -       36 

Spiking  of,  at  Kingsbridge,         -         .         .     344 

Return  of,  at  New-York,  -         -         -         -     480 

Money  advanced  for  casting,      -         -         -     732 
Memorial  to  Congress,  asking  for,         -         -     743 
Return  of,  at  New-York,  -         -         -         -  1383 

Disposal  of,  at  Boston,      -         -         -         -  1696 

Removal  of,  from  New-London  to  Philadel- 
phia, -------  1698 

Cannon,  James,  supposed  author  of  Cassandra,         -  1111 

Canterbury,  N.  H.,  Representative  from,         -         -       21 

Signere  to  Association  in,  -         -         -         -     878 

Cape-May,  Troops  ordered  to,     -         -         -         -  1681 

Cargill,   Colonel  James,  libellous  language  of,    re- 
ported,       ------     785 

Carleton,  Sir  Guy,  Lord  Germaine's  Letter  to,         -     939 
Carmichael,  Alexander,  Lord  Stirling's  Letter  to,     -     397 
Carolina,  (See  North- Carolina  and  South- Carolina.) 
Caroline  County,  Md.,  appointments  in,         -         -  1557, 

1571,1573,  1577 
Delegates  from,  -  .  .  -  .  1579 
Carpenter,  John,  Permit  granted  to,  -  -  -  282 
Carpenter,  Benjamin,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,  324 
Carpenter,  George,  appointed  Adjutant,  -  -  364 
Carrington,  Paul,  Delegate  for  Charlotte,  Virginia,  -  1034 
Carroll,  Charles,  Barrister,  Letters  from,  -         -  124, 

142,  171,494,  1173 
Letters  to,       .         -         -         -     145,513,1146 
Carroll,  Charles,  of  Carrollton,  Commissioner  to  Ca- 
nada,   411 

Carroll,  Rev.  John,  extract  of  a  Letter  from,  -  1167 

Carey,  Nathaniel,  appointed  Ensign,      -         -         -     324 

Ca«/(,  difficulty  of  procuring  "hard,"     -         -         -     357 

Great  want  of,  generally,  -         -         -         -     765 

Outcry  for,  in  New-York  Army,  -         -     787 

Cassandra,  to  the  Publick,  -         -         -         -       41 

ToCato,         -         .        .         -     431,921,1092 
Letter  addressed  to,  -         -         -         -     552 

Castle-Island,  Fortification  of,       -         -         -         -  1288 

Caswell,  Colonel  Richard,  Letter  from,  -         -       62 

Thanks  of  North-Carolina  Congress  to,        -  1323 
Promotion  of,  -        -         -         -         -         -  1332 

Cato,  Essays  of,     125, 188,443,  514,  542,  839, 850, 1049 
Answer  of  Tiberius  to,      -         -         -         -     210 

Cassandra  to,  -         -         -         -     431,921,1092 

The  Forester  to,       -         -         -         -      529,  552 

Cattle,  Removal  of,  from  Islands,  -         -         -  1599 

Cavalry,  Lee's  desire  to  form  Companies  of,  -         -     982 
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Cecil,  Md.,  Militia  appointment  in,        -            1557,  1575 

Delegates  from,        .....  1579 

Censor,  The,  to  the  Apologist,     '-         -         -         -  71 

Chadwick,  Asa,  Deposition  of,      -         -         -         -  195 

Chamber laine,  Brigadier-General,  Letter  to,  .         -  144 

Chambers,  CoZoneZJamcjt,  Letter  from,  ...  1204 

Promotion  of,           .....  J6;33 

Chance,  Sloop,  commissioned  as  a  Privateer,  -         -  850 

Powder  sold  to,        -         -         -         .         -  1657 

Charles  County,  Md.,  Letter  to  Committee  of,         -  478 

Militia,  appointments  in,     -         .          1541,  1572 

Delegates  from,        .....  1579 

Charlestoivn,  S.  C,  Preparations  for  defence  of,      .  564 

Penalty  for  firing  Guns  in,          ...  569 

Militia  ordered  for  defence  of,     -         -         -  575 

Resolve  for  obstructing  navigation  to,            -  598 

Appraisement  of  Houses  in,       -         -         -  607 
Charlotte  County,  Va.,  Instructions  to  the  Delegates 

from,           -         .         .         -  ,      .         -  1034 

Charming  Nancy,  Letters  dated  on  board  the,          -  600 

Chase,  Samuel,  appointed  Commissioner  to  Canada,  411 

Chatfield,  John,  Letter  from,        -         .         .         .  465 

Chatham,  Ship,  Extract  of  a  Letter  dated  on  board,  484 

Checkly,  Samuel,  appointed  by  Congress  Ensign,     -  1662 

Chester,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,       -         -  879 

Chester  County,  Penn.,  Proceedings  in  Committee  of,  765 

Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,         .  879 

Chestertojvn.  Md.,  Letter  from  Committee  of,          -  197 

Chevaux-de-Frise,  Order  for  sinking  at  Charlestown,  639 

Resorted  to  at  Philadelphia,       ...  724 

Chew,  John,  Letter  from,  to  Richard,    -         -         -  143 

Chew,  Captain  Richard,  Muster-RoU  of,        -         -  143 
Child,  Captain  Increase,  authorized  to  raise  a  Com. 

pany,          ......  1440 

Chirurgeons,  appointment  of,  in  North-Carolina,      -  1327 

Chreist,  Henry,  Jun.,  appointed  Captain  of  Rifles,  679 

Christian,  Niles,  Statement  of,     -         -         -         -  320 

Christian,  William,  appointed  Colonel,           -         .  1641 
Church,  Dr.,  Jailor's  Account  for  keeping,      .         .79 
Church,  Timothy,  appointed  Lieutenant,         -         -  310 
Circular,  from  New- York  Congress  to  County  Com- 
mittees,        280 

To  Colonels  of  Militia  and  Minute-men,      -  335 
From  the  President  of  Congress  to  Assem- 
blies and  Conventions,  -         -         -         -  864 
From  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  the  Bri- 
gadiers,         1528 

From  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  Super- 
visors of  Saltpetre  Works,      -         -         -  1536 
Citizen,  a  Settled,  on  the  state  of  Publick  Affairs,  .  1036 
City  Records,  Guard  at  New-York  for  the,     -         -  1434 
Civis  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,         -         -  802 
To  the  Freeholders  of  Philadelphia,     -         -  1140 
Clagetl,  Wyseman,  Attorney -General  of  New-Hamp- 
shire,          -         -         .         -         -         -  15 
Report  of,  on  Copper  Coins,      -         -         -  26 
Claims,  Reports  of  the  Committee  of,  in  Congress,  1633, 
1646,  1654,  1662,  1665,  1672,  1680, 
1681,  1687,  1693,  1698,  1704 
Claremont,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,  -         -  879 
Clark,  Cornelius,  appointed  Lieutenant,          -         -  290 
Clark,  William,  appointed  Captain,       ...  324 
Clark,  Jeremiah,  Letters  from,     ...      796,  979 
Clarke,  Thomas,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,       -  1320 
Election  of,  in  Congress,  -         -         -         -  1697 
Clarkson,  Matthew,  Marshal  to  Admiralty  Court,    -  737 
Clay,  Ephraim,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -         -         -  310 
C/emen^,  JereTBiaA,  losses  sustained  by,  ...  150 
Clements,  Timothy,  appointed  Ciiptain,           -         -  27 
Clinton,  Major-General,  arrival  of,  in  Virginia,         -  101 
Proclamation  of,       -         -         -         -         -1193 
Clinton,  George,  Remonstrance  against  the  promo- 
tion of, 138 

Letters  from,  -         -         -  1192,1204 

Letter  to, 1213 

Clinton,  James,  nomination  of,  to  Congress,  as  Colo- 
nel,      317 

General  Washington's  Letter  to,          -         -  1174 

Cloths,  order  in  Maryland  to  purchase  coarse,          -  1527 

Cock,  William  and  Thomas,  Petition  of,         -         -  285 

Coe,  Benjamin,  appointed  Captain,        -         -         -  308 


Coe,  Daniel,  Jun.,  appointed  Ensign,    -         .         .     308 
Coffin,  George,  Pardon  of,  ....     353 

Cogdell,  George,  elected  Captain  of  Rifles,    -         -     581 
Coin,  Committee  in  Maryland  to  collect  Gold  and 

Silver, 1529 

Co/Ze^g-e,  Cam6nc/g-e,  used  as  an  Hospital,         -         -     113 

Collet,  Captain,  Declarations  of,  -         -         -         -     140 

Collins,  John,  Letter  from,  ....  1204 

Colonels,  complaints  of  Sullivan's  and  Spencer's,     -  1073 

Colonies,  division  of  the,  into  Military  Departments,       83 

Cosmopolitan  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the,         -  1055 

Report  on  the  state  of  the  Eastern,     -         -  1702 

Cofowr*,  Motto  of  the  Continental,        -         -         -     471 

Commerce,  restriction  of,  with  Soldiers,  -         -         .  1042 

Commissary,  Instructions  to,  in  New.Hampshire,      -       34 

General,  Resolve  of  South-Carolina,  to  ap. 

point, 583 

Choice  of,  in  Massachusetts  Council,  -  1312 

Appointment  of,  in  North-Carolina,     -  1335,  1342 
Commissions,  copy  of  tlie,  to  Franklin,  Chase,  and 

Carroll, 421 

Military,  issued  in  Maryland,      -  1525,  1526, 

1531,  1532, 1533,  1534,  1535,  1537,  1538, 

1539,  1540,  1541,  1545,  1546,  1547,  1548, 

1551,  1553,  1554,  1556,  1557,  1558,  1559, 

1560,  1562,  1566,  1571,  1572,  1573, 1574, 

1575,  1577,  1578 

Forms  of  various,  in  Connecticut,       -         -  1617 

Issued  by  Congress,  ....  1649 

Commissions  in  blank,  sent  to  the  several 
Colonies,     ......  1657 

Draft  of,  to  the  Canada  Commissionei-s,  -  1645 
Form  of,  to  private  Ships-of-War,  -  -  1656 
Commissioners,  British,  expectations  from  the,  -  88 
J.  Adams's  opinion  of  the,  ...  942 
Resolve  of  Congress  concerning  the,  .  1227.  1696 
The  Watchman  on  the  powers  of  the,  .  -  993 
The  King's  appointment  of,  ...  1176 
Resolve  of  North-Carolina,  relating  to,  -  1323 
Commissioners,  the  Canada,  Letter  to,  .         -         -  1085 

Powers  granted  to, 1650 

Committee,  names  of  Secret  Correspondence,  -       49 

List  of,  appointed  in  Pennsylvania,      -         -     739 

Commodore,  pay  of,  in  Pennsylvania,    -         -         .     727 

Common  Sense,  Answer  to,  seized  and  burnt,  .     440 

Cato's  opinion  of,     .         -         -         -         -     514 

A  Man  of,  to  the  Writers  on  Independence,      552 

Cowipart,  Plan  of  the  American,  ....     795 

Remarks  on  the,      .....     972 

Companies,  arrangement  of,  in  New- York,      -         -  1469 

Concklin,  Jacob,  Letter  from,        ....     804 

Concord,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,      -         -     881 

Congress,  Continental,  Resolve  of,  in  relation  to  New. 

Hampshire,  .....         1 

Legality  and  utility  of,  defended,         -         -  -  121 

Letters  to, 191,746 

Resolves  of,    -----         -     668 

Serious  questions  addressed  to,    -         -         -  1078 
Petitions  to,    -         -         -         1120, '21, '22, '63 

Proceedings  of, 1629 

Congress,  Officers  of  the  Armed  Boat,  -  -     720 

Pilot  allowed  to  the,  ....     739 

Congress,  Privateer  Sloop,  Powder  sold  to  the,       .  1657 

Connecticut,  Pixxjeedings  of  Council  of  Safety  of,     76-81, 

754,833,1129 

Address  to  the  People  of,  ...     450 

Conduct  of  settlers  from,  at  Wyoming,         -     674 

Proceedings  of  Assembly  of,       -         -1601-1630 

Council  of  Safety  of,  appointed,  -         -  1620 

Resolve  of,  to  prosecute  the  war,         -         -  1629 

Assembly  of,  adjourn,        ....  1630 

Congress  repays  advances  to,     -         -         -  1666 

Connolly,  Major  John,  (prisoner,)  Letter  from,        -  1 122 

Connor,  Hugh,  appointed  Lieutenant,   -         -         -     308 

Constitution,  New- York  Committee  of  Safety's,       -     386 

Copy  of  the  South-Carolina,      -         .         .     609 

Contee,  Thomas,  Letter  from,       -         -         -         -       92 

Con^rrtrt,  copy  of  A.  Livingston's,         -         -     393,510 

For  making  Grape-shot,    -         -         -         -  1388 

Convention,  call  of,  in  Maryland,  ...  1563 

Conway,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,     -        -    879 
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Cocik,  Oliver,  appointed  Lieutenant,      -         -         -     310 

Cook,  George,  payment  made  to,  -         -         -     321 

Cook,  Robert,  Letter  from,  ....     835 

Cooke,  Govemour,  Letters  from,  -         -     407,  417, 

467,  558,  756,  790,  1044,  1214 

Lfttereto,      -         -        -      399,457,522,1113 

Cooper,  William,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -         -       27 

Cooper,  James,  apix)inted  Lieutenant,    ...     308 

Cooper,  Dr.  Samuel,  a  Tory's  Furniture  loaned  to,     1265 

Copper,  Report  concerning  Coins  of,     -         -         -       26 

Manufacture  of,  in  New-Ham psiiire,    -         -     209 

Coquataginta,  Petition  of,  to  Congress,  -         -  1639 

Resolve  in  relation  to,       -         -         -         -  1663 

Cornell,  Martin,  ap(K)inted  Lieutenant,  -         -     324 

Cornwallis,  Lord,  sent  to  serve  with  Clinton,  -     940 

Corse,  John,  appointed  Ensign  by  Congress,  -         -  1688 

Cortlandt,  Philip,  recommendation  of,  to  Congress, 

as  Colonel,           ....         -     317 
Cosmopolitan  to  the  People  of  the  Colonies,     1055,  1169 
Cotton,  growth  of,  encouraged,      -         -         -         .  1457 
Council,  New-Hampshire  Assembly  choose  a,          -         1 
His  Majesty's  indulgence  to,       -         -    363,  1433 
Of  Safety,  Letter  from  the  Georgia,    -         -       52 
Of  Safety,  North-Carolina  chooses  a,            -  1362 
Of  Safety,  Connecticut  chooses  a,       -         -  1620 
Of  General  Officers,         -         -         -         -     206 
Cour^-Martja/,  Proceedings  of  a  General,       -         -   1179 
Courtney,  Hercules,  appointed  Lieutenant  of  Artil- 
lery,  729 

Covenhoven,  Nicholas,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,  364 
Cow-Neck,  N.  Y.,   Proceedings  of  the  Committee 

of, '405,  518 

Cozneau,  Isaac,  elected  by  Congress  Captain  of  Fri- 
gate,   1681 

Craig,  Examination  of,  -  -  -  -  -  379 
Craig,  fVilliam,  (a  prisoner,)  permitted  to  inlist,  -  1408 
Crane,  Stephen,  Letter  from,  -  -  -  .  216 
Crane,  Joseph,  appointed  Captain-Lieutenant,  -  389 
Crane,  Thomas,  manufacturer  of  Gunpowder,  -  1310 

Craney- Island,  Lee's  opinion  of  it   as  a   Military 

Post, 793 

Cregier,  Thomas,  Captain  of  an  Armed  Schooner,  -  1450 
Ordered  to  report  to  General  Washington,  -  1500 
Crook,  William,  appointed  Ensign,  -  -  .  310 
Cross- Creek,  N.  C,  Troops  ordered  to,  -  -  1354 
Crovm- Officers,  Resolve  concerning,  in  South-Caro- 
lina,   652 

Croydtn,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,     -         -     906 

Cumberland,  N.  Y.,  Letters  from  Committee  of,  323,  324 

Cumberland,  Penn.,  Petition  from  Militia  of,  -         -     680 

Currency,  Continental,  received  in  Connecticut,       -       77 

Declared  a  legal  tender  in  South-Carolina,    -     595 

Currency,  Provincial,  emission  of,  in  New-York,      -     295 

Further  action  on,    -         -         -         -         -     334 

Great  issue  of,         -         -         -         -         -     338 

State  of,  in  the  Treasury  of  South-Carolina,      588 

Curry,  William,  appointed  Battalion  Surgeon,         -     688 

Curtenius  ^  Co.,  Letter  from,      -         -         -         .     204 

Proposals  of,  to  New-York  Congress,  -     359 

Curtenius,  Peter  T,  appointed  Commissary,  -         -     290 

Letters  from,  -         -         .    304,322,1180 

Letter  to, 857 

Estimate  from,         -----     448 
Curtis,  Dr.  Benjamin,  Memorial  of,       -         -         -     325 
Appointment  of,  as  Regimental  Surgeon,      -  1393 
CttsAin^,  TAoffiai,  Letters  from,    -         -  1217,1184 

Cutters,  Resolve  of  Congress  to  fit  out,  -         -  1657 

Cutis,  Samuel,  Monitor  of  New-Hampshire  Assembly,  4 
Appointed  Commissary  and  Victualler,  -  35 
Cvyper,  Tunis,  Letters  to,  -  -  -  -  979,  1044 
Dague,  Peter,  appointed  Colonel,  -  .  -  1359 
Dakin,  Amos,  admitted  to  New-Hampshire  Assembly,  23 
Dalton,  John,  Letter  from,  -----  762 
Damages,  Accounts  of,  to  sundry  persons,  -  150,  165 
Dartmouth,  Lord,  intercepted  Letters  from,  -  96,  459 
Dartmouth,  offer  of  Guns  to  Committee  of,  -  -  407 
Dashiell,  George,  Letter  from,  -  -  -  -  848 
Davidson,  Samuel,  Commander  of  Floating  Battery,  722 
Davidson,  William,  elected  by  Congress  a  Major,  -  1698 
Davis,  Jesse,  elected  Lieutenant,  -         -         -       94 

Davis,  John,  appointed  Battalion  Surgeon,      -         -     688 


Davis,  Captain  John,  Letter  from,  -  .  -  776 
Davis,  William,  appointed  Major,  -         .         -  1320 

Appointment  of,  confirmed  in  Congress,  -  1697 
Dawkins,  Henry,  (prisoner,)  Petition  of,  -  -  1 181 
Dawson,  Levi,  elected  by  Congress  a  Major,  -  -  1698 
Dayton,  Colonel  Elias,  Letters  to,         -        173,  237,  476 

Lettci-s  from, 216,1112 

Dayton,  Ebenezer,  appointed  Quartermaster,  -  -  290 
Deale,  Captain  John,  Muster-Roll  of,  -  -  -  143 
Deane,  Silas,  Letters  to,  -  -  -  -  48, 549 
Ordqr  of  Congress  to  forward,  -  -  .  774 
Deane,  James,  Letter  from,  -         -         -         .     768 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of,  -  •  -  1 100 
Deane,  Simeon,  Permit  granted  to,  -  -  -  1422 
Dca<A,  punishment  of,  ■restricted  in  Pennsylvania,  -  710 
DeBrahm,  Mr.,  employed  by  South-Carolina  as  En- 
gineer, ----..  584 
Decatur,  Stephen,  permit  to,  -         .         -         .  1635 

Declaration,  by  the  Inhabitants  of  New-Hampshire,     873 
By  Congress  of  North  Carolina,  -         -   1342 

Draft  of,  reported  to  Continental  Congress,  -  1648 
Adopted  and  ordered  to  be  published,  -  1649 

Defence,  Brig,  Officer  of,     -         -         -         -      755,  833 
Orders  to  inlist  men  for,    -         -         -         -  1130 
De  Forrest,  T/(eof/oriM,  examination  of,  -         -   1437 

Decrfield,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,  -  -  882 
Deering,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,  -  -  882 
De  Gas,  Jean  Baptista,  case  of,  -         .         .     260 

De  Hart,  Major  tiWam,  Letter  from,  -         -     403 

De  Huff,  Abraham,  appointed  Captain,  -         -     685 

Delaplace,  Captain  William,  (prisoner,)  Letter  from,  1175 
Delaware,  Fortifications  in  the  River,    -         -         -     730 
Sloop-of-War  in  the,         -         -         -         -     731 
Order  to  Central  Committee  in,  -         -  1173 

Indians,  Agent's  Speech  to  the,  -         -     819 

Resolve  of  Committee  of  Safety  of,  -  -  431 
Delegates,  appointed  to  Congress — 

By  New-Hampshire,         -         -         -         -       16 
By  South-Carolina,  -         .         -         .     573 

By  North-Carolina,  -         -         -         -  1346 

To  the  Maryland  Convention,  -  -  -  1579 
Dempster,  John  Hamilton,  his  account  of  the  capture 

of  his  ship, 1219 

Denny,  Samuel,  Property  lost  by,  -         -         -     153 

Deni,  JoAn,  Letter  from,     -         -         -         -         -  1158 

Denton,  Captain  Daniel,  Letter  from,  ...     376 
Ordered  to  New-Yoik,      -         -         -         -     380 

Deny,  Jabez,  appointed  Lieutenant,       -         -         -     310 

Depositions,  relating  to  loss  of  Brig  Polly,       -      154,  156 

Sloop  Neptune,        -         -         -         -         -     156 

Relating  to  British  hostilities,      -•         -         -     159 
Relating  to  Sloop  Polly,   -         -         -         -     165 

Relating  to  conduct  of  Sir  John  Johnson,     -     195 
Relating  to  Arsenick  mixed  with  the  Medicine 
at  Boston,  ------     951 

Relating  to  Sloop  Endeavour,    -         -         .  1003 
Deputies,  List  of,  to  New-York  Congress,       -         -     291 
Derby,  Richard,  Jun.,  Report  from,       -         -         -  1183 
Deronde,  Rev.  Lamberius,  losses  by,      .         -         -     369 
Derryfield,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,  -     882 

Deserters,  punishment  of,     -         -         -         -         -     672 

Resolves  relating  to  -         -         -    689,  1621 

Detroit,  expedition  planned  against,        .         -         -  1692 
Devens,  Richard,  Letter  to,  -         -         -         -  1 11 6 

Dewees,  Mr.,  Keeper  of  Philadelphia  Prison,  -     533 
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Appointed  Brigadier-General,     ...  1640 
Dialogue,  General  Montgomery's  Ghost  and  a  Dele- 
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Resolve  of  Congress  relating  to,  -         -  1638 

Dissent,  to  the  new  Government  of  New-Hampshire,         6 

Districts,  division  of,  in  South-Carolina,  -         -     567 

Representation  of  each,  in  South-Carolina,   -     612 

Justices  in  each,  in  South-Carolina,         621,622 

Doane,  Hezekiah  &f  Company,  Letter  from,  -        -     164 
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Dorian,  John,  appointed  Captain,  ...     308 
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Charge  of,  to  the  Grand  Jury,    -         -         -  1025 
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tee,     1436 

Defence  of, 1437 

Reprimand  and  discharge  of,  -  -  -  1439 
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Duffield,  Dr.,  appointed  to  receive  Medicines,  -  74 
Dugan,  Cumberland,  Letter  from,  -  -  -  81 
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Dumas,  C.  W.  F.,  Correspondence  of,  with  Dr.  Frank- 
lin,         464,1134 

Dumfries,  Address  of,  to  the  King,  -  .  -  959 
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Dundee,  Captain,  refuses  to  give  his  Parole,  -  -  519 
Dunlap,  John,  Memorial  of,  .         -         -         -     998 

Dunmore,  Lord,  Prisoners  escaped  from,  -  -  314 
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Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  Letters  from  Committee  of,     968, 

1402 
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Safety, 1620 
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Eddy,  Jonathan,  mission  of,  from  Nova-Scotia,         -     522 
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Efforts  to  prevent  the  escape  of,  -         -     930 
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Resolves  of  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  re- 
lating to,     1594 

Address  to,  of  Maryland  Convention,  -         -  1595 
Passport  given  to,     -         -         -         -         -  1597 
Proceedings  of  Congress  relating  to,     -         -   1679 
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Elder,  William,  Letter  from,  .  -  .  .  539 
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of  Safety, 1620 
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rohna,         ......     649 

Frauds  committed  at,  in  New- York,   -         -   1190 
Elector,  Address  of  an,  in  Philadelphia,  .         -  1118 
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Elliott,  Andrew,  Collector  of  New-York,       -         -     292 
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Epping,  N.  -fir..  Signers  to  Association  in,  -  -  884 
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Letter  from  Lord  Stirling  to,  -  -  -  402 
Essex,  Va.,  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of,  -     953 

Estate,  Confiscation  of  Refugees',  in  Massachusetts,  1288 
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Etna,  appointment  of  a  Captain  to  the  Fire-sliip,  -  730 
Evans,  Stephen,  appointed  Colonel,  -  -  -  25 
Eve,  Oswell,  Petition  of,  -  -  -  -  -  464 
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Ewing,  Thomas,  Letter  from,       ....  1233 
Examination  on  the  subject  of  Counterfeits,    -  1038—1042 
Of  Samuel  Purviance,  by  Maryland  Council 

of  Safety, 1060 

Of  William  Lux,  by  same,        ...  1064 

Of  Major  Gist, 1065 

Of  Captain  Smith, 1065 

Excise,  Duties  of,  appropriated  by  New- York,  -     369 

Exeter,  Congress  of  New-Hampshire  held  at,  -  -  1 
JSrportaizoM,  Regulations  concerning,  -  -  67,571 
Act  to  restrain,  .....  162Q 
Express,  Minutes  of  despatch  of,  -  -  -  -  706» 
Regulations  of,  in  Baltimore  Committee,  -  1505- 
Extract,  of  a  Letter — 
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To  a  gentleman  in  England,      -         -         -     186 


From  Brigadier-General  Moore, 
From  Cambridge,    - 
From  Charlestown,  - 
From  a  British  Officer, 
Dated  at  Trois  Rivieres,  - 
Dated  on  board  Ship  Chatham, 


-  61 
177, 424 

-  178 

-  425 

-  481 

~    484. 
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Extract  of  a  Letter — 

From  General  Arnold,  .  .  -  .  512 
Dated  at  Montreal,  -----  804 
Dated  before  Quebeck,  -  -  -  -  805 
From  London,  -         .         .         -         .     809 

From  E.  Quincy  to  Colonel  Mifflin,  -  -  812 
From  the  Conimandinj;  Officer  at  Lewes,  -  838 
Dated  on  board  Ship  Alfred,  -  -  -  846 
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From  John  Adams,  -  -  -  93 1 ,  942, 1110 
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Ferries,  regulation  of  the  toll  at,  in  South-Carolina,  -     596 

Order  relating  to,  in  New- York,  -         -   1430 

Field- Officers,  Petitions  against,  in  New-Hampshire,      29 

List  of,  in  service  of  New- York,         -  1128,  1469 

Choice  of,  in  Massachusetts,       -  1250,  1256,  1287 

Appointment  of,  in  North-Carolina,     -  1325,  1332 

Appointment  of,  in  Maryland  Convention,    -  1596 

Appointment  of,  in  Connecticut,  -         -  1627 

Appointment  of,  by  Congress,    -         -  1634,  1697 

Fijield,  Nathan,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -         -         -       27 

Files,  Papers,  SfC,  of  old  Government,  -         -       30 

Finney,   William,   appointed   by  Congress  Deputy 

Quartermaster,    -----  1653 
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Letter  to  Washington  respecting,         -         -       11 
Authority  to  purchase,  granted,  -         -         -       16 
Premium  for  manufacture  of,      -         -         -     391 
Return  of,  left  at  Boston,  -         -         -     130 

Resolve  of  Congress  concerning,  -         -     693 

Committee  to  purchase,  in  North-Carolina,  -  1329 
Order  to  seize,         ....         -   1514 

Fire-Rafts,  payments  for,  ....  30-32 

Order  in  Massachusetts  for  preparing,  -  -  13 1 1 
Fire-Vessels,  preparation  of,  in  South-Carolina,  -  604 
Fire-Wood,  price  of,  regulated  in  New- York,  -  1430 

Fisher,  John,  nomination  of,  as  Major,         •  -         -     317 
Fisher,  Henry,  information  given  by,     -         -         -     745 
Letter  from,  to  Pennsylvania  Committee,     -     795 
F^tzsimmons,  Nicholas,  Lieutenant  of  Floating  J3at- 

tery, 733 
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Washington  refuses  to  grant  a,   -         -         -     111 

Arrival  of,  at  Annapolis,  -         -         -        .     179 

Flag,  Massachusetts,  Naval,        ....  1299 

Flax,  culture  of,  in  Pennsylvania,  ...     691 
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Fleet,  movements  of  the  British,  -         -         .         -     499 

Notice  of  Lord  Howe's,   -         -         -         -  1 183 

Fkmming,  George,  appointed  Lieutenant,      -         -     390 

Letter  to, 949 
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flour,  purchase  of,  by  New-Hampshire  for  the  Co- 
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Fordham,  Nathaniel,  Letter  from,  ...     776 

Forester,  The,  to  Ca.to,       -        -         -     529,828,1016 
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Forres,  Scotland,  Address  from,  to  the  King,  -         -     461 
Forrest,  Thomas,  appointed  Captain  of  Marines,      -     724 
Directions  to,  -         -         -         -         .         .     726 
Fort  Charlotte,  Order  concerning  Prisoners  at,         -     564 
Fort  Constitution,  Letter  from  Commissioners  at,     -     81 1 
Return  of  Garrison  at,       ....  1202 
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Lewes,  account  of  an  engagement  at,    -         -         -     838 
Lewestown,  patriotick  spirit  of,       -         -         -         -     965 
Arms  furnished  to  Battalion  at,            -         -  1694 
Lewis,  a  Caughnawaga  Indian,    -         -         -         -     148 
Lewis,  Andrew,  appointed  Brigadier-General,          -       83 
Thanks  of,  for  promotion,          -         -         -     801 
Z/cWs,  i^ranas,  Letter  from,         -         -         -         -  1174 
Charge  against,        -----  1482 
Lexington,  losses  at  the  battle  of,  paid  for,      -         -  1291 
L'Hommedieu,  Ezra,  advance  of  money  to,    -         -     304 
Liberty,  American,  asserted,         ...          -64 
Lillington,  Alexander,  elected  Colonel,          .         .  1698 
Lincoln,  Benjamin,  Report  of,  on  the  Boston  Har- 
bour,   1260 

Lindsay,  Robert,  discharge  of,  from  service,  -         -  1657 

Linen,  manufacture  of,  in  Maryland,      -         -         -  1592 

Lint,  orders  for  j)reservation  of,    -         -       '  -         -     263 

List,  of  booty  taken  from  Tories,  -         -         -       63 

Of  Prisoners  captured  by  Colonel  Long,      -       63 

Of  Prisoners  captured  by  Colonel  Martin,  -       63 

Of  men  in  Colonel  Swartwout's  Company,       289 

Of  Officers  in  the  New- York  Regiments,    -     331 

Of  Soldiers'  wives  receiving  pay,         -         -     357 

Of  the  New- York  Committee  of  Safety,      -     386 
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List,  of  Captains  and  Subalterns  in  the  Delaware 

Battalion, 431 

Of  Officers  in  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Bat- 
talion,        ......     435 

Of  Members  of  the  Soutli-Carolina  Legisla- 
tive Council,        .....     615 

Of  Subalterns  appointed  in  Pennsylvania,   686, 687- 
Of  Armed  Boats  and  their  Officers,     -         -     720 
Of  Officers  in  the  New-Jersey  Battalions,    -     748 
Of  Signers  to  the  New-Hampshire  Declara- 
tion,        873-912 

Of  Vessels  left  at  Boston  by  the  enemy,      -     934 
Of  men  inlisted  for  Captain  O'Hara,  -     955 

Of  Prisoners   sent  from  North-Carolina   to 

Philadelphia, 1006 

Of  Companies  recruiting  in  New-York,        -   1076 
Of  Prisoners  sent  from  North-Carolina  to  Ma- 

r}'land, 1109 

Of  Officers  recruiting  in  Albany,  -  -  1127 
Of  Field-Officers  of  the  New- York  Batta- 
lions, ...  .  .  1128 
Of  Militia  Companies  in  Baltimore  County,  1211 
Of  disaffected  persons  in  Boston,  -  -  1264 
Of  Members  of  the  New-York  Congress,  -  1315 
Of  Officers  appointed  by  the  North-Carolina 

Congress,   -.--..   1325 
iitsi,  of  Officei-s  recruiting  in  Albany,    -         -         -  1475 
Little,  Samuel,  Proceedings  against,       ...  1080 
Live  Stock,  Resolves  concerning,          ...   1417 
Livingston,  Abraham,  resignation  of,     -         -         -     184 
Proposals  of,  -.----     222 
Reappointment  of,  as  Commissary,      -         -     270 
Proposals  of,  accepted,      ....     380 
Money  advanced  to,         ....    384 
Letters  from,           -         -         -      536,989,1236 
Contract  of,  given  up,       -         -         -         -  1702 
Livingston,  Robert  R.,  Letter  from,      ...     268 
Livingston,  Henry  G.,  nomination  of,  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,      317 

Livingston,  Henry  B.,  nominated  as  Major,   -         -     317 

Letter  to, 1189 

Livingston,  Gilbert,  Commissioner,       ...    326 

Letter  from, 519,  1023 

Livingston,  Robert,  offers  use  of  Furnace,  -  -  276 
Livingston,  John  R.,  Bond  of,  -  -  -  -  378 
Livingston,  General  William,  Letter  to,  -         -     476 

Livingston,  Walter,  Letters  from,  -         -      777,  813 

Lloyd,  Peter  Zachary,  appointed  Captain,      -         -     685 
ifoyrf,  JoAn,  Jm71.,  Letter  from,    -         -         .         -     821 
Order  of  New- York  Congress,  relating  to,    -  1483 
Loan  Officers,  payments  to,  suspended,  -         -     362 

Lockhart,  Samuel,  elected  Major  by  Congress,  -  1698 
London,  Petition  of  the  City  of,  to  the  King,  -     462 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from,  ...     809 

Resolve  of  the  Common  Council  of,  -  -  1117 
Londonderry,  JS.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,  -  892 
Long,  Pierce,  Naval  Officer  at  Portsmouth,  -  -  1089 
Long,  Colonel,  Deputed  by  North-Carolina  to  receive 

General  Lee,        -         .         _         .         .  1348 
Long-Island,  the  enemy  threaten,          ...     202 
Long,  Andrew,  Captain  of  Rifles,         ...     682 
Long,  Nicholas,  Quartermaster-General,  North-Ca- 
rolina,        .-_...  1365 
Elected  by  Congress  Quartermaster-General 
of  Southern  Department,        ...  1697 
Lorch,  Jacob,  loan  to,  for  erecting  Powder  Mill,      -     717 
Loring's  Hill,  importance  of  fortifying,  ...     957 
Losses,  account  of,  by  inhabitants  of  Rhode-Island,  -     777 
A  Planter's  estimate  of,     -         -         -         -     799 
io<<,  ^ftra/iam.  Treasurer  of  New- York,        -         -     103 
Advance  of  Money  to,       ....     317 
Order  for  Accounts  of,      -        -        -        -    362 
Louderback,  Peter,  Recantation  of,       -         -         -     547 
Loudoun,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,     -         -     894 
Loudon,  Samuel,  printer  of  Bills  of  Credit,      -         -     339 
Memorial  from,         .....     438 
Address  of,  to  the  Publick,         ...     439 
Complaint  of,  to  New- York  Congress,          -  1389 
Love,  Major  David,  of  North-Carolina,  suspended,  -       66 
Love,  Rev.  David,  of  Maryland,  appointed  Chap- 
lain,   1552 


Lovejoy,  Abijah,  appointed  Major,         ...  324 

Lovel,  Oliver,  appointed  Major,    ....  324 

Lover  of  Order,  Essay  signed,     -         -         -         -  1 46 

Another  Memorial  from,    ....  1441 

Lownsberry,  William,  examination  of,    -         -         .  344 

Lowrey,  Colonel  Thomas,  Letter  to,       -         -         -  996 

Letter  from, 1122 

Ltuldington,  Comfort,  appointed  Captain,       -         -  308 

Luke,  the  Physician,  Essny  of,     -         -         -         -  85 

Lunt,  Captain  Daniel,  Narrative  of,       -         -         -  759 
Lut,  William,  Letters  from,  231, 441 ,  463, 762, 836, 1002 

Letters  to, 827,1162 

Examination  of,  by  the  Maryland  Council  of 

Safety, 1064 

Order  of  the  Council  to  arrest,   ...  1564 

jLur,  George,  Letter  from,    -         -         -        -  .      -  1035 

Cited  before  the  Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  1522 

Order  of  the  same  to  arrest,        ...  1564 

Lynch,  Thomas,  Jun.,  Delegate  to  Congress  from 

South-Carolina, 606 

Lynch,  Thomas,  Sen.,  permitted  to  resign,      -         -  607 
Lyner,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant,         ...  295 
Lyon,  Samuel,  promotion  of,          ....  300 
McCartney,  Cornelius,  examination  of,           -         -  345 
iT/cC/eflve,  JoAn,  Lieutenant  of  Brig  Defence,           -  76 
Captain  of  a  row-Galley,           ...  755 
McCleod,  Captain,  a  Tory  commander,  death  of,    -  62 
McCluer,  James,  appointed  Adjutant,    -         -         -  29 
McCulloch,  George,  apiwinted  Ensign,  -         -         -  1646 
McDermott,  William,  Letter  from,          ...  788 
McDonald,  Donald,  Correspondence  of,          -          63,  64 
Sent  to  Halifax  Jail,          -         -         -         -  69 
Conditional  parole  of,         -         -         -         -1317 
A/cDonn/rf,  ^/eianrfer,  and  others.  Letter  from,       -  190 
McDonald,  John,  Superintendent  of  Lead  Mines,   -  307 
McDonald,  Allan,  complaint  of,    -         -         -         -  495 
Admitted  to  parole,           ....  1320 
Resolve  of  Congress  concerning,          -         -  1662 
McDonough,  Dr.  Thomas,  Major  in  Delaware  Bat- 
talion,            431 

Appointment  of,  confiimed  in  Congress,        -  1648 

McDougall,  Alexander,  Letters  to,         -         -     248,  278 

Nomination  of,  as  Colonel,       '  -         -         -  317 

Return  of  the  Regiment  of,        -         -         -  1088 

Letters  from, 1212,  1229 

McHcnry,  Matthew,  Surgeon  of  Ship  Montgomery,  -  736 

Mc/«^o«A,  LacA/an,  Letters  from,  -      119,600,1106 

Mcintosh,  Alexander,  elected  Lieutenant-Colonel,   -  580 

Mac  her,  Charles,  Letter  from,     -         .         .         .  1209 

McKay,  Samuel,  (a  prisoner,)  Letter  to,          -         -  858 

iMc^ee, ^fearanrfer,  British  Agent  for  Indians,          -  8I8 

Gives  his  parole  not  to  act,         ...  820 

His  parole  is  accepted  by  Congress,    -         -  1692 

McKesson,  John,  Secretary  of  New-York  Congress,  45 

Letters  to,     -  45,  192,  536,  558,  845,  865,  1229 

Letter  from,  to  absent  Members,          -         -  1229 

Payment  to,  as  Secretary,           ...  1505 

McKinzie,  iSamuel,  appointed  Battalion  Surgeon,     -  733 

McKnight,  George,  appointed  Lieutenant,      -         -  286 

iViciTnio-A^,  James,  claim  of,  -        -         -         -         -  1163 

McManus,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant,           -         -  349 

McPherson,  John,  Letter  from,     -         -         -         .  191 

Offers  his  services  to  Congress,  ...  538 

Mackall,  Benjamin,  Letter  from,  -         -         -         -  228 

Maclean,  Allan,  Royal  Highland  Emigrants,  -         -  209 

Magau,  Colonel  Robert,  advance  of  money  to,        -  727 

Magazine,  order  for  building,  at  Annapolis,     -         -  1447 

Mo^ee,  ^feTflnrfer,  Tory  principles  of,    -         -         .  1224 
Magruder,  Cohnel Zadock,  Letters  to,-         -    513,1177 

Letter  from,    ......  1195 

JWaAam,  iiezefrtaA,  elected  Captain  of  Rifles,           -  581 

Declines  the  election,         ....  582 

Mail,  detention  of  the,  by  the  Ship  Asia,       -         -  363 

Order  of  Congress  relating  to  the,       -         -  1680 

Malcom,  Major  William,  secret  instructions  to,         -  346 

Report  from,  -         -         -         -         -         -371 

Return  of  Regiment  of,     -         -         -         -  1236 

Mandamus  Counsellors,  Massachusetts  Proceedings  in 

relation  to  the  property  of  the,         -  1249, 1305 
Manifesto,  Admiral  Hopkins's,  to  the  people  of  New- 
Providence,         .....  46 
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Manly,  Commodore  WiUiam,  action  of,  -         -        -     196 
Elected  by  Congress  Captain  of  Frigate,       -  1681 
Manufactories,  Proceedings  of  North-Carolina  Con- 
gress on, 1337 

Manufactures,  Committee  on,  in  New-York  Congress,     373 
Encouragement  of  domestick,     .         -         .     390 
Memorial  to  Pennsylvania  Assembly  on  the 
subject  of,  -         -         -         -         -         -     657 

March,  Clement,  payment  of,  for  services,       -         -       32 
Maria  Theresa',  Ordinance  of,      -         -         -         -  1 1 17 

Marine  Committee,  appointment  of,        -         -         -     364 
Letters  from,  -         -         -         -   370,1129,1140 

Letter  to, 810 

Appointment  of,  by  Congress,    -         -         -  1632 

Empowered  to  build  Galleys,     -         -         -  1677 

Mariners,  permission  to  inlist  prisoners  who  are,       -  1405 

Marlborough,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,       -     894 

Marque,  (See  Letters  of.) 

Marshall,  John,  Threadmaker,  Petition  from,  -     670 

Report  on  the  machinery  of,       -         -         -     692 

Marshall,  James,  Captain  of  Rifles,        ...     679 

Marshall,  Abraham,  appointed  Captain,  -         -     685 

iWar^Aa//,  Diary  from,  (Note,)      -         -         -         -  1145 

Martin,  Governour,  conduct  of,  in  North-Carolina,  -       60 

Report  concerning,  -         -         -         -         -1321 

Petition  to  seize  the  property  of,  -         -  1494 

Martin,  Alexander,  appointed  Colonel  in  Continental 

Army, 1320 

Appointment  confirmed  by  election  in  Con- 
gress, ......  1698 

Martinico,  number  of  Troops  in,  ...       94 

Marvin,  Elihu,  Letters  from,        -         -       548,  978, 979 
Marvin,  Ephraim,  Adjutant  of  Minute-Men,  -         -  1431 
Marvin,  Seth,  Letter  from,  ....  1044 

Maryland,  Correspondence  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
of,  with — 
John  Stevenson,       ....        40, 836 

Charles  Beatty,        -         -         -         -        40, 745 

William  Ritchie, 41 

John  Hanson,  Jun.,  47,  495,  537,  942, 1067 

Aquila  Hall,  ------       54 

George  Strieker,       -         -         -        -        54, 145 

Calvert  County  Committee,  -  55,125,463 
Talbot  County  Committee,  70,  185,  396,  745 

George  Plater,         -         -         -         70,  409,  495 

Thomas  Contee, 92 

Philip  Thomas, 92 

Benjamin  Rumsey,  -----  93 
Jenifer  and  Hooe,  -----  94 
Cumberland  Dugan,  -         -         -         -       81 

Joshua  Beall,  -         -  82, 172, 477,  505,  538 

Alexander  Wickham,  ....  123 
John  A.  Thomas,  -  -  123,141,470,762 
Charles  Carroll,  124,  145,  171,  173,  513,  1173 
Virginia  Committee  of  Safety,   -       141,  144,408, 

810,  827,  919 
Captain  William  Haslett,  -  -  -  -  142 
Thomas  Johnson,  Jun.,  -  -  145, 965,  1436 
The  Delegates  in  Congress,  145,  179,  231,  396, 
409,  430,  470,  505,  763,  795,  827,  828,  864, 
920, 953, 960, 970, 971, 983, 1009, 1060, 1067 
John  Harrison,         -         -         -         -         -171 

Joseph  Beall, 171,814 

Thomas  Dorsey,  -  -  -  -  95,  178 
Elkridge  Committee,  -  -  -  -  178 
J.  McLure  and  J.  E.  Howard,  -        -        -     185 

Joseph  Sim, 209,1188 

Mason  and  Dalton,  -         -         -       227, 448,  762 

Benjamin  Mackall, 228 

James  Murray,  -  .  .  .  228, 242 
Jonathan  Beall,        -         .         -         .         .     229 

M.  Gist, 230, 1085 

William  Lux,  -        231,441,463,762,827, 

1002,  1138,  1162 
William  Ennalls,  -  -  -  -  241, 430 
Matthew  Tilghman,  ....     244 

Thomas  Tillard, 400 

Alexander  Somerville,  ....  430 
Captains  Kent  and  Henry,  186,  469,  542,  795 
Thomas  B.  Hands,  ...         -         -    469 


Jolin  Steward, 


-     470 


Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  Correspondence  of,  with — 

George  Plater,  .....  504 
J.T.Boucher,  ....  512,513 
Baltimore  Committee,  95,  143,  198,  292,  505,  552, 
774,  1035,  1173,  1210,  1223,  1224 
Chestertown  Committee,  -  -  -  -  197 
Captain  Fauntleroy,  -         -         -         -     198 

Richard  Mason,  -  ...  -  193 
Harford  County  Committee,      -         -         -     199 

Daniel  Bowley, 210 

Captain  Nicholson,  -  -  -  231,  1008,  1085 
Brigadiers-General,  -         1         .         .     244 

Colonel  Thomas  Wright,  -  .  -  -  400 
William  Hindman,  ....  400,  795 
Queen- Anne's  County  Committee,  429,  441,  838 
Hugh  Young,  -         -        -  430,  1099,  1162 

Colonel  John  Veazey,  -  -  -  -  441 
Dorchester  County  Committee,  -  -  172,  442 
Anne  Arundel  County  Committee,  -  -  463 
Charles  County  Committee,  -  -  478,  542 
Frederick  County  Committee,  -  479,  774,  1177 
Kent  County  Committee,  -  -  .  .  479 
Doctors  Howard  and  Coale,  ...  479 
Committees  of  Observation,        ...     479 

Stephen  West, 494 

Daniel  and  Samuel  Hughes,  ...  504 
Captain  Burgess,  -  -  -  -  .  505 
Colonel  Zadock  Magruder,  -  513,  1177,  1195 
John  Yoast,    -         -        -        -        -        -513 

Colonel  John  Hall, 71 

Colonels  Dorsey  and  Weems,  -  -  -  71 
Prince  George's  County  Committee,  -  -  95 
Brigadier-General  Chamberlaine,  -  -  144 
Alexandria  Committee,  -  -  .  .  144 
Captain  John  Gunby,  ....  172 
Governour  Eden,  .....  173 
Edward  Gaither,  -  -  -  .  -  -  536 
Captain  William  Henry,  -         -         .         .     537 

Nathaniel  Smith, 541 

St.  Mary's  County  Committee,  ...  762 
Captain  Rezin  Beall,  -  -  -  .  774 
John  Page,     ......     795 

E.  Johnson, 801 

Gerard  Hopkins,      ....    826,1195 

Thomas  Smith, 826 

James  Hindman,  -  -  -  172,  837,  1234 
Scott  and  others,  -  -  .  .  .  837 
Richard  Harrison,  ...  -  864,  984 
Thomas  Smyth,  ....  920,  931 
Colonel  Smallwood,  -        95,930,969,1173 

President  of  Congress,  -  -  954,  970,  1060 
Thomas  Richardson,         ....     964 

Andrew  Beall, 969 

Alexander  Ross,  .....  992 
Colonel  Francis  Ware,      -         -  992,  1162,  1177 

John  Rogers, 1090,1109 

Solomon  Wright, 1099 

Edmund  Pendleton,  ....  1109 

Captain  Holden, 1118 

Captain  Valiant, 1113 

John  Dent, 1138 

Captain  Samuel  Smith,  -  -  -  -  1161 
Lieutenant  James  Campbell,      -         -         -  1161 

John  Baxter, 1173 

Samuel  Purviance,  Jun.,  -  -  -  -  1176 
George  Lux,  ------  1035 

Robert  Pottens, 1210 

George  Woolsey,     -         -         •         -1188,1210 

General  Lee, 1222 

Henry  Yost, 11 76 

John  Unsold, 1177 

Joseph  Turner,        -         -         -  ,       .         -  1223 

Thomas  Ewing, 1233 

Maryland,  a  Convention  called  in,         -         -         -  1009 

Delegates  in  Congress  from,  insulted,  -         -  1010 

Proceedings  of  the  Council  of,    -         -  1523,  1526 

Proceedings  of  the  Convention  of,       -         -   1579 

Adjournment  of  the  Convention  of,      -         -  1602 

Mason,  N.  H.,  Selectmen  of,  cited  before  Assembly,       22 

Mason,  George,  Letter  Cx5m,         ....     760 

Massac/tiwc^^ensw,  Address  signed,         ...  1156 
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Massachusetts,  Committee  sent  to,  from  New-Hamp- 
shire, ------       29 

.Letter  to  the  Council  of,  -         -         -         -     176 

Proceedings  of  the  General  Court  of,  -         -     487 
Report  to  the  Council  of,  -         -         -         -     522 

Letters  to  the  Council  of,  -         -         -         -    551, 

806,  834,  950,  957,  1002,  1228 
Delegates  to  the  Council  of,       -         -         -     774 
Message  of  the  Council  of,  to  the  House  of 
Representatives,  -         -         -         -      784,  797 

Assembly  of,  congratulate  Washington,        -     539 
Order  of  Council  of,  relating  to  Prisoners,    -     956 
Instructions  of,  to  the  Pittsfield  Committee,  -  1088 
Proceedings  of  the  Council  of,  -         -         -   1239 
Adjournment  of  Council  of,        -         -         .  1316 
Masscnbach,  Monsieur,  appointed  Ensign  by  Con- 
gress, .--..-   1654 
Ma^Aews,  jDoctV,  Mayor  of  New- York,         -        -     216 
Correspondence  of,  -         -         -         -      216,  955 

Matthews,  John,  Assistant  Judge  in  South-Carolina,      616 

Mate,  a  Surgeon's,  allowed  to  each  Regiment,         -  1654 

3iflyor,  of  Cork,  Address  of,  to  the  King,        -         -     196 

Of  New-York,  permitted  to  visit  the  enemy's 

Ships, 1428 

Mayson,  Major  James,  thanks  of  South-Carolina  to,  607 
Meade,  H^illiam,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -         -     302 

Mease,  J.,  Commissary,  .  -  -  .  .  1629 
Medal,  a  golden,  presented  to  Washington,  -  -  764 
Merficiwe*,  great  deficiency  of,  in  the  Army,  -         -     115 

Bills  for, 118 

Meigs,  Return,  Merchandise  lost  by,     -         -         -     152 
Mekhior,  Isaac,  cited  before  Congress,  -         -         -  1633 
Is  pardoned  and  dismissed,         -         .         -  1634 
Meloon,  James,  charge  against,     -         .         -         -  1292 
iMemorMiZ,  of  Merchants,  to  New- York  Congress,    -       45 
Of  the  Treasurer  of  New-York  to  same,       -     103 
Of  sundry  Officers  to  same,        ...     296 
Of  James  Wilson  to  the  King,    -         -         -     395 
Of  Officers,  to  the  Philadelphia  Association,      664 
Of  Philadelphia  Committee  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Assembly,  -         -         -         .      434^  673 
Of  Samuel  Loudon  to  the  New- York  Com- 
mittee,         438,  1441 

iHencma,  Danie/,  appointed  Surgeon's  Mate,  -         -  1476 

Men-of-  War,  report  of,  at  Annapolis,    -         -         -       95 

Conduct  of,  at  Savannah,  -         -         -         -     119 

Report  of,  in  the  Potomack,       ...     123 

Reported  off  Sandy-Hook,         -         -         .     132 

Expectation  of,  at  Baltimore,      -         -         -     143 

Mercer,  Richard,  payment  of  Rifles,     -         -         -     585 

Meredith,  iV.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,     -         -     894 

Message,  of  Massachusetts  Council  to  the  House  of 

Representatives,  -----     476 
Of  South-Carolina  Assembly  to  their  Presi- 
dent,  647 

Of  Governour  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Assem- 
bly,    658 

Of  General  Schuyler  to  the  Indians,    -         -     771 
Middleton,  Dr.,  Permit  granted  to,        -         -      258,  292 
Middleton,  Henry,  thanks   of  South-Carolina   pre- 
sented to,    -         -         -         -        -        -     566 

Resigns  his  seat  in  Congress,      -         -         -     572 
Miffiin,  Thomas,  Orders  and  Instructions  for,  -         -     491 

Letter  to, 812 

Conference  of,  with  New-York  Committee,  -  1429 

MUes,  Samuel,  appointed  Colonel,         -        .-         -     246 

Rank  of,  settled  in  the  Pennsylvania  Troops,     684 

Authorized  to  purchase  Rifles,   -         -         -     732 

Military  Association,  Philadelphia,    Petition    from 

Privates  of,  -         -         -         -         -         -     662 

Memorial  from  Officers  of,  -         .         -     664 

Rules  for  government  of,  -         -         -         -     696 

Books,  purchase  of,  by  Pennsylvania,  -     717 

A/t7i<Ja,  Return  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  Army,       -     117 
Laws,  revisal  of,  in  New- York,  -      272,  275 

Order  for  arrangement  of  the,  -  -  -  361 
Fines  imjx)sed  on,  -  -  .  .  .  383 
Draft  of,  in  New-Jersey,  -  -  -  .  508 
Urgent  call  for,  in  New- York,  -  -  .  475 
Order  of  South-Cai'olina  Congress  concerning,  574 
Division  of,  in  South-Carohna,  -         -         -     607 
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Petition  of  the  Cumberland,  Pennsylvania,  -  680 
State  of  Snyder's  Regiment  of,  -  -  -  1 1 65 
Companies  of,  in  Baltimore  County,  -  -  1211 
Officers  appointed  for,  in  North-Carolina,  -  1332 
Proceedings  of  New- York  Congress  relating 

to, -  1504 

Drafts  of,  in  North-Carolina,  -  -  -  1348 
Re|)ort  upon,  in  New -York  Congress,  -  1505 

Report  upon,  in  North-Carolina  Congress,  -  1350 
Return  of,  made  to  Baltimore  Committee,  -  1516 
Hasbrouck's  Regiment  of,  -         -         .   1419 

Act  of  Connecticut  to  regulate,  -  -  -  1606 
Order  for  discharge  of,  at  New-York,  -  -  1665 
Pay  of,  at  Cambridge,  fixed  by  Congress,  -  1696 
Miller,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant,  .  -  .  290 
Miller,  Doctor  Benjamin,  examination  of,  -  -  303 
Miller,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -  .  .  303 
Miller,  Burnett,  Letter  from,  -  -  -  -  812 
Miller,  M'illiavi,  pei-rnitted  to  return  to  England,  -  1002 
Miller,  Captain  Henry,  heitar  from,  -  -  -  1095 
Miller,  Charles,  Letter  from,  -  -  -  .  1238 
Mills,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -         -         -       80 

Mills,  Nathaniel,  and  others.  Letter  from,  -  -  926 
Minor,  Nathaniel,  losses  of,  by  capture,  -         -     158 

Minor,  Samuel,  appointed  Adjutant,  -  -  -  324 
Minthorn,  John,  appointed  Captain,  -  -  -  319 
Minute-men,  Return  of,  at  Fort  Constitution,  -  -  262 
Extra  pay  refused  to,  -  -  -  -  270 
Made  subject  to  the  Brigadiers,  -  -  -  396 
Captain  Henry's  Company  of,  -  -  -  537 
Permission  to  recruit  from,  .         .         -   1404 

Act  in  Connecticut  to  raise  and  equip,  -   1 609 

Mitchell,  John,  Mustermaster  to  Pennsylvania  Arma- 
ments,        --.-..     719 
Commissary  of  Provisions,  _         .         _     722 

Commander  of  Ship  Montgomery,       -         -     729 
Mitchell,  Thomas,  examination  of,  _         -         -  1490 

Mobray,  Annen,  appointed  Ensign,  -  .  -  257 
Moffat,  Thomas,  Letter  from,  -  -  _  -  45 
A/oZ/y,  order  of  Congress  to  purchase  Ship,  -  -  1652 
Monadnock,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,  -     894 

Moncrieff,  Alexander,  Jail-keeper,  New-York,         -  1229 
Complaint  of,  to  New- York  Congress,  -  1463 

Money,  great  scarcity  of,      -         -         -         -      109,  147 
Loan  of,  by  New- York  Congress  to  County 

Committee,  -         -         -         -    ,     -     373 

Advance  of,  by  same  to  Congress,       -         -   1076 
Monitors,  election  of,  in  New-Hampshire  Assembly,  4 

Monopoly,  Resolve  of  the  Philadelphia  Committee 

against,-         ....--       74 

Alontagm,  Stores  taken  at  Fort,    -         -         -         -     824 

Montgomery,  Pennsylvania  Ship-of-War  so  named,  -     730 

iVionireaZ,  notice  of  the  surrender  of,       -         -         -     312 

Letter  dated  at,        -         -         -         -         -     751 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from,  -         .         -         .     804 

Arrival  of  Canada  Commissioners  at,  -         -  1114 

Mooney,  Hercules,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,    -       27 

Moore,  Brigadier-General  James,  Lettere  from  and 

to, 61,63,64 

Thanks  awarded  to,  -         -         -         -       68 

Appointed  by  Congress  Brigadier-General,  -       83 
Moore,  James,  appointed  Captain-Lieutenant,  -     316 

Moore's  Creek  Bridge,  battle  with  the  Tories  at,  61,  62 
Moores,  Abijah,  appointed  Captain,  -  -  -  310 
iUorei/, /sr«c/.  Letters  from,  -         -         .      117,427 

Morgan,  Doctor  John,  Letters  from,  419,  859, 1024,  1025 
Orders  and  Instructions  to,  -         .         .     783 

Morgan,  Colonel  George,  Letter  from,  -  -  -  1010 
Morgan,  George,  Agent  of  Indian  affairs,  -  1664,  1682 
Morrill,  Samuel,  Account  from,  paid,  -  -  -  30 
Morris,  Robert,  one  of  the  Secret  Committee,         -       49 

Letter  from, 801 

Adams's  opinion  of,           -         -         -         .  1091 
Morris,  Gouvemeur,  nomination  of,  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,      317 

Letter  from, 999 

Morris  County,  N.  J.,  Letter  from  Committee  of,    -     246 

Letter  to  same,         -----     397 

Morris,  James,  security  demanded  from,  -         -  1549 

Morrison,  Malcolm,  resignation  of,         -         -  .  136,  362 
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Morrison,  Malcolm,  Letter  from,  -         -         -         -     365 

Morrison,  James,  ajipointed  Lieutenant  of  Marines,  729 

Morroiv,  John,  appointed  Captain  of  Rifles,  -         -  678 

Morton,  John,  Speaker  of  Pennsylvania  Assembly,  -  667 

Letter  to, 683 

Mott,  Gershom,  Letter  from,         -         -         .      753,  869 

Matte,  Jacob,  Commissioner  for  signing  Money  Bills,  586 
Moultrie,  Alexander,  Commissioner  for  signing  Money 

Bills, 586 

Elected  Attorney-General  of  South-Carolina,  616 
Moultrie,  William,  Member  of  Legislative  Council  of 

South-Carolina,    -         -         -         -         -     618 

Afoyfare,  &epAe»,  Aid  de-Camp  to  Washington,       -  113 

Correspondence  of,        166,  167,374,  1113,  1114 

Mulford,  Ezekiel,  appointed  Captain,    -         -         -  303 

Murray,  James,  Letters  from,        ...      228,  242 

Murray,  John,  visit  of,  to  Governour  Tryon,  -         -  287 

Permitted  to  send  supplies  to  same,      -         -  1380 

Murray,  Francis,  appointed  Captain,     -         .         -  685 

Musket  Battalion,  of  Pennsylvania,  Officers  of  the,  692 

iWjwAreii,  advertisement  for  contract  for,           -         -  1418 

Contract  for  supply  of,  in  Maryland,   -         -  1592 

Mustermasters,  appointment  of,  in  New-Hampshire,  29 

Mustermaster-General,  Resolve  for  appointment  of, 

in  South-Carolina,         ...         -  579 

Duties  and  pay  of,  fixed,  -         -         -         -  641 

Nancy,  burning  of  Brigantine,      .         -         -         -  163 

Loss  of,  related,       -----  1009 

Nantasket,  British  Fleet  in  Road  of,      -         -         -  482 
Departure  of  the  Fleet  from,      -         .         -  522 
Narrative,  Captain  Smith's,  to  the  Maryland  Coun- 
cil of  Safety,        -----  1065 

Narrows,  importance  of  stopping  up  the,        -         -  958 
Nash,  Francis,  appointed  Colonel,         -         .         .  1320 
Confirmed  by  election  in  Congress,      -         -  1697 
Nassau,  stores  taken  at  Fort,        ...         -  824 
Naval  Armaments,  pay  of  Officers  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania,         ------  727 

Officers,  pay  of,  in  Maryland,     -         -         -  1556 

Navy,  Rules  and  Articles  for,  in  South-Carolina,      -  608 

Address  to  the  friends  of  the  American,        -  1079 

J.  Adams's  notice  of  the,           -         -         -  1 1 1 1 

Negroes,  orders  for  employment  of,  in  New- York,    -  219 

Nelson,  Captain  John,  orders  to,  -         -         -         -  244 

Nelson,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,        -         -  898 

Neptune,  capture  of  Sloop,           -         -         -         -  156 

Nesbitt,  John  Maxwell,  Paymaster  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Forces,-         -----  688 

Neufville,  John,  resignation  of,     -         -         -         -  643 

Nevaro,  Isaac,  discharge  of,  from  Prison,  -  -  1460 
Newark,  N.  J.,  Letter  from  Committee  of,  -  -  89 
Proceedings  of  Committee  of,  -  -  -  236 
New-Boston,  N.  H.,  Associatoi-s  in,  -  -  -  897 
New-Brunswick,  N.  J.,  Proceedings  of  the  Commit- 
tee of,          749 

Newbem,  N.  C,  Provincial  Council  held  at,  -         -  65 

Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  Letter  from  Committee  of,          -  89 
Newburyport,  Mass.,  Proceedings  of  the  Committee 

of, 476 

New-Canaan,  N.  Y.,  Lead  Mine  at,      -         -         -  298 

New-  Castle,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,      -         -  895 
New-Hampshire,  Congress  of,  resolves  itself  into  an 

Assembly,             -----  1 

Assembly,  appoint  a  Committee  of  Safety,  -  10 

Assembly,  Proceedings  of,          -         -         -  21 

Assembly,  adjournment  of,          ...  36 

Assembly,  Proclamation  by,       -         -         -  429 

Declaration  by  inhabitants  of,     -         -         -  873 
Assembly,  Correspondence  of,  with — 

Titus  Salter, 225 

Robert  Treat  Paine,          ....  245 

J.  Folsom, 427 

General  Sullivan,      -----  482 
Committee  of  Safety,  Correspondence  of,  with — 
Colonel  Morey,        -         -         -         -      1 17,  427 
Colonel  Bedel,         -         .         .         -      140,  428 

Colonel  Moylan, 167 

General  Washington,         -         -         -         .  224 

General  Sullivan,               ....  225 

President  of  Congress,      -         -         -         .  232 

Philadelphia  Committee,             ...  401 


New-Hampshire  Committee  of  Safety,  Correspondence 

of,  with — 

Delegatesof  New- Hampshire,  in  Congress,   -     413 

Maryland  Delegates,         ....     414 

Captain  James  Osgood,    ....     428 

Titus  Salter,   -..-..  io58 

General  Ward,     .    -         -         -         -         -  1059 

Colonel  Oilman,       -----   12I8 

Francis  Abbott,        -         -         -         -         -1231 

Proceedings  of  the,  -         .         _         .  io57 

Newington,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,      -         -     895 

New-Jersey  Congress,  Proceedings  of,    -         -         -       55 

Letter  from,  to  New-York  Congress,  -         -     263 

Committee  of  Safety,  Correspondence  of,  with — 

The  President  of  Congress,        -      231,  517,  533 

Lord  Stirling,  .         .         .         -         .     475 

New- York  Committee,      -         -         -1424,1464 

General  Washington,         -         .         .         .  1052 

Proceedings  of  the,  ...    508,1042 

Return  of  First  and  Second  Battalions  of,     -     748 

iVew-i,on</on,  Conn.,  fortification  of,       -         .         -   1621 

New-Market,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,  -         -     895 

Newport,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,      .   -         -     906 

Newport,  R.  I.,  reports  of  Vessels  ofF,   -     '    -     788,  789 

Captures  made  at,    -         -         -         -         -     857 

New-York,  Correspondence  of  the  Congress  of,  with — 

General  Lee,  57,  58,  302,  313,  323,  334,  342 
Congress  of  New-Jersey,  -  -  -  59,  263 
John  Hathorn,         ....    146,  1000 

Levi  Pawling, 239 

Delegates  in  Continental  Congress,      -         -    101, 
263,296,301,311,318,352 
Colonel  Nicoll,         -        -        -        75^  239, 766 
J.  Hasbrouck,  -         -         -         -      137,  405 

Abraham  Livingston,  -  -  .  184,  222 
Abraham  Lent,  -  -  -  -  194,  398 
Curtenius  &.  Co.,  -  -  -  -  -  204 
Colonel  Curtenius,  -  -  .  294,304,1180 
David  Matthews,  -  -  .  -  -  216 
Albany  Committee,  -  -  -  .  222,  766 
Robinson  and  Price,  -         -         .         .     466 

Christian  Jacobson,  -----  249 
Jecamiah  Allen,  -  ...  -  249 
Lord  Stirling,  -  -  .  .  288, 289,  978 
General  Washington,  -  -  -  289,  1503 
Poughkeepsie  Committee,  .         -         -     291 

General  Schuyler,  294,  301,  318,  330,  331,  375 
President  of  Congress,  -  -  192,  297,  317 
Elizabethtown  Committee,  ...     293 

Richmond  County  Committee,  ...  293 
King's  District  Committee,  ...  307 
James  Duane,  (Note,)  ....  318 
Queen's  County  Committee,  .  -  -  352 
Robert  Livingston,  -  -  .  .  .  377 
Ulster  County  Committee,  .  -  -  379 
Robert  Ogden,  -  .  .  -  ,  309 
Cumberland  County  Committee,  -  -  323 
Essex,  New-Jersey,  County  Committee,  -  381 
Suffolk  County  Committee,  -  -  -  385 
General  Thompson,  ....     547 

Isaac  Ryckman,  -  .  .  .  .  751 
Captain  Davis,  -  -  .  .  .  776 
Nathaniel  Fordham,  ....     776 

Walter  Livingston,  -  -  -  -  777,  813 
Nathaniel  Mills  and  others,         .         .         -     926 

Garret  Abeel, 1077 

Cornelius  Steenrod,  ....  1155 

General  Provost,      -         .         -         .         .  1236 
New-York  Congress,  Circular  from,  to — 

The  Colonels  of  Minute-Men,   -         -         -       59 
The  absent  Members,        ....  1229 
Petitions  to,  from — 

David  Shaddell, 58 

The  Treasurer  of  die  Colony,  -  -  -  103 
Abner  Briggs,  .         .         .         -         .     750 

Joseph  Wood  and  others,  -  -  -  -  1495 
Proceedings  of  the  Congress  of,  251-396,  1491 
Members  composing  Congress  of,  -  -  251 
General  Lee's  propositions  to  defend,  -  213,  215 
Lord  Stirling's  regulations  for  defence  of,  -  217 
Lord  Stirling's  preparatory  orders  for,  -         -    218 
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New-  York  Confess,  Petitions  to,  from — 

Mayor  of,  to  the  Editors  of  the  Gazette,       -     248 
Further  regulations  for  defence  of,       -         -     381 
Address  to  the  Inhabitants  of,    -         -         -     854 
Washington  assumes  command  at,       -         -     943 
Correspondence  of  Committee  of  Safety  of,  vnth — 
Major  Wilham  Douglass,  -         .         -         .     437 
John  James  Boyd,  -----     438 

William  Powell,       -         -         .         -     438,  449 
James  Duane,  -         .         .         .    447^  1399 

Benjamin  Birdsall,  .         .         -         .     450 

John  Chatfield,        -         .         .         .    465, 1369 
Peler  Van  Alstyne,  -         .         .         -     465 

Governour  Trumbull,       ...    465,  1420 
Isaac  Sears,    -         -         -         -         -         -511 

Gilbert  Livingston,  .         .         -    519,  1023 

Robert  Treat  Paine,  -  .  -  -  528 
President  of  Congress,  509,  1368,  1406,  1443 
Colonel  Josiah  Smith,  -  .  -  -  533 
Henry  Wisner,         -        -         -  533,  1053,  1421 

William  Elder, 539 

Americanus,   ------     548 

Elihu  Marvin, 548 

John  Blackler, 548 

Azor  Betts, 558 

General  Heath,  -  -  .  -  751,766 
William  McDermott,  -  -  -  -  788 
Jeremiah  Clark,       -----     796 

Burnett  Miller, 812 

Adrian  Bancker,  -----  844 
Samuel  Buell,  ...  -  -  844 
John  Landon,  -----     845 

Andrew  Billings,     -         -         -  856,  1024,  1462 

William  Allison, 946 

Johannes  Hardenburgh,  -  -  -  -  946 
William  Scudder,  -----  955 
Christian  Jacobson,  -         -         -         -     955 

General  Washington,  967,  968,  997,  1052,  1074, 
1094,  1126,  1147,  1447,  1451,  1466, 
1467, 1472,  1477,  1479,  1481 
Dutchess  County  Committee,  -  -  968, 1402 
Abraham  Livingston,  -  -  -  -  989 
Lieutenant  Payne,  -         -         -         .     990 

Isaac  Gidney,  -----     990 

Marinus  Willet, 998 

Rynier  Van  Hosen,  -         -        -        .     998 

Richard  Norwood, 998 

Colonel  Ritzema,  -  -  -  -  1043,  1212 
Levi  Pawling,  -----  1044 

John  McDonald, 1077 

John  Jay, 1092,1482 

Thomas  Palmer,  -----  1095 
Captain  Belknap,  -  -  -  -1114,1154 
John  Snyder,  -         -         -         .         .   1164 

Joseph  Blanchard, 1229 

•  New- York  Delegates  in  Congress,      -  1 123, 

1391  1397  1478 
Colonel  Isaac  NicoU,  1395,  1405^  1425^  1434 
John  Barnes,  -----  1403 

Suffolk  County  Committee,  -  -  -  1413 
Highland  Commissioners,  -         -  1414, 1416 

John  Haring,  -----  1419 

General  Putnam,  -  -  -  -  1164,  1432 
Lord  Stirling,  -----  1439 

Goshen  Committee,  -         -         .  1455,  1456 

Colonel  Gilbert  Drake,  -  -  -  -  1464 
New-Jersey  Congress,  -  .  .  1424,  1464 
King's  District  Committee,  -  -  1465, 1470 
Albany  Committee,  .         .         -  1474,  1477 

Moses  Ogden,  -----  138I 

Brigadier-General  Woodhull,  -  -  -  1399 
Richmond  County  Committee,  -         -  1417 

Westchester  County  Committee,  -  -  1456 
Rhinebeck  Committee,  -  -  -  .  1459 
Orange  County  Committee,  -  -  -  1459 
General  Schuyler,    -----  1464 

New-York,  Memorial  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  of,     438 
Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of,   1128, 

1367 
Letter  to  the  Convention  of,       -         -         -     843 

JVtce,  John,  appointed  Captain,    ...        -     685 


Nicholas,  Robert  C,  Delegate  from  James  City,  Va.,  1046 
Nicholson,  Captain  James,  his  pursuit  of  Governour 

Eden, 930 

Correspondence  of,    -         -         1008,1085,1509 
Thanks  of  Baltimore  Committee  presented  to,   151 1 
Thanks  of  Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  pre- 
sented to,   -         -         -         -        -         -  1545 

Nicholson,  John,  nomination  of,  as  Major,       -         -     317 
Nicholson,  Colonel  John,  arrangement  of  the  Regi- 
ment of, 949 

Nicola,  Major  Lewis,  Barrack  master,  Pennsylvania,     658 

Nicoll,  Colonel  Isaac,  Correspondence  of,     -         -      75, 

239,  261,  558,  766,  845,  991,  1114, 

1153,1189,1231,1395,1405,1434 

Garrison  Return  from,       -         -         -         -  1202 

Promotion  of,  recommended,      -         -         -  1454 

Thanks  of  New- York  Congress  presented  to,   1493 

NicoUe,  Nicholas,  payment  of  Account  of,      -         -       23 

Nicols,  Robert  Lloyd,  Paymaster  in  Maryland,       -  1600 

A'j'Ze*,  iio6er<,  Captain  of  Schooner  Spy,        -         -  1130 

Nitre,  (See  Saltpetre.) 

Nixen,  Ellas,  appointed  Portmaster  at  New- York,  281 
Nixon,  John,  Chairman  of  Pennsylvania  Committee 

ofSafcty, 717 

Noble,  Thaddeus,  Gunsmith,        .         -         .         .   1465 

Contract  with,  .         -         -         .         .  1470 

iVorfrf/e'« /s/onrf,  destruction  of  property  at,     -         -     165 

Order  relating  to,     -         -         -         -         -  1283 

North  Battery,  Report  of  the  state  of,  -         -         -     521 
North- Carolina,  Deputation  sent  from,  to  South- 
Carolina,    ------    596 

Troops  sent  to  assistance  of,       -         -         -     598 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from,  -         -         .     959 

Congress  of,  resolve  for  Independence,         -     860 
Congress,  Proceedings  of,  -         -         -  1315 

Congress,  Declaration  of,  -         .         -  1342 

Congress  of,  resolve  to  choose  a  Committee 

of  Safety, 1361 

Congress,  adjournment  of,          -         -         -  1 368 
Proceedings  in  Continental  Congress,  for  de- 
fence of, 1697 

Field-Officers  elected  by  Congress  for,  -  1697 
Northampton,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,  -  -  896 
Northampton,  Va.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,  469, 1 158 
Northumberland,  Pennsylvania,  Letter  from  Sheriff 

of, 658 

Petitions  from,  -  -  -  -  661, 676 
Northwood,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,  -  -  897 
Norton,  Beriah,  Letter  from,  -  -  -  -  176 
Norwood,  Richard,  Letter  from,  .        -         -     998 

Nottingham,  N.  H.,  Signers  to  Association  in,  -  897 
Nottingham  West,  N.  H.,  Signei's  to  Association  in,  898 
Nova-Scotia,  Petition  from  the  people  of,  -  523,  936 
Nowell,  William,  Letter  to,  -         -         -         .  1046 

Noxon,  Benjamin,  appointed  Lieutenant,        -         -     324 

Nuke-HiU,  Battery  at, 109 

Oakley,  Elijah,  suspicious  conduct  of,  -         -     238 

Appointed  Lieutenant,      -         -         -         -     308 

Oakley,  Samuel,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -         -     257 

Oath,  Committee  to  administer,  in  New-Hampshire,       18 

Of  office,  nature  of,  -         -         -         -       20 

Of  allegiance,  required  in  North-Carolina,    -       69 
Form  of,  for  print«r  of  money  bills,     -         -     339 
Not  to  give  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  -     368 

Of  fidelity,  administered  to  the  South-Carolina 

Forces,       ------     579 

Prescribed  to  Insurgents,  in  South-Carolina,     614 
For  all  Officers  in  South-Caroliira,      -         -     617 
Ceremonies  on  administering,  in  South-Caro- 
lina,   617 

Form  of,  for  Military  Officers,  in  Pennsylvania,     712 
Act  to  establish  forms  of,  in  Connecticut,     -  1605 
Odlin,  Rev.  Mr.,  Funeral  of,       -         -         -         -       28 
Officers,  Army  and   Navy,  excluded   from  South- 
Carolina  Assembly,       -         -         -         -     611 
Arrangement  of,  in  Nicholson's  Regiment,    -     949 
Appointment  of,  in  Massachusetts,      -         -   1239 

1242,  1252 

List  of,  appointed  in  North-Carolina,     1325,  1342 

List  of,  appointed  in  New- York,         -         -  1409, 

1431.  1440,  1462,  1486,1499 
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Officers — 

Recruiting  in  Albany,       ...         -  1475 
Appointment  of,  in  Connecticut,         -         -  1613 
Form  of  Commission  to,  in  Connecticut,      -  1618 
Promotion  of,  to  be  decided  by  Congress,    -  1701 
Ogden,  Robert,  Correspondence  of,       -         -        56,  309 
Ogden,  Lewis,  Chairman  of  Newark  Committee,    -       S9 
Letter  from,    -         -         -         -         -         -215 

Ogden,  Major,  Remonstrance  against  promotion  of,     403 

Promotion  of,  defended  by  Congress,  -  1695 

Ogden,  Moses,  Correspondence  of,         -         -    414, 1381 

Contract  with, 1388 

Ogden,  Matthias,  promotion  of,  ...  1633 

O'Hara,  Captain  Henry,  list  of  Recruits  for  -     955 

Oliver,  Samuel,  appointed  Ensign,         ...     443 
Onderdonck,  Abraham,  appointed  Lieutenant,         -     308 
Onondaga,  conference  of  Indians  at,     -         -         -       91 
OpjpreMtOTW,  catalogue  of.  Continental  and  local,      -  1026 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  Correspondence  of  the  Com- 
mittee of,   -        -        -        -    277, 393,  1459, 

Orders,  Lord  Stirling's,  for  defence  of  New- York,  219-221 
General  Lee's,  to  the  Virginia  Battalions,     -  1006 
OfNew-York  Congress  to  Recruiting  Officers,  1331 
Orders  and  Instructions  of  Washington — 

To  Major-General  Ward,  ...     780 

To  Colonel  Knox,  -         -         -        -     782 

To  Assistant  Quartermaster-General  Parke,      782 
To  Dr.  John  Morgan,       -         -         -         -     783 

Ordinance,  Maria  Theresa's,  against  succoring  the 

Americans,  -         -         -         -         -  1117 

Ordinary,  election  of  an,  in  South-Carolina,  -     617 

Ordnance,  supply  of,  to  General  Le6,    -         -         .     299 
Stores,  return  of,  left  at  Boston,  -         -     523 

Orford,  N.  H.,  Bedel's  Regiment  delayed  at,         -       26 
Osbom,  Roger,  appointed  Ensign,         ...     284 
Osborne,  George  Jerry,  appointed  Lieutenant,         -       33 
Osgood,  Captain  James,  Letter  from,  ...     428 
Ostrander,  Thomas,  appointed  Ensign,  -         -     308 

Otis,  James,  Letter  from,    -----     408 

Otter,  entrance  of  the  Sloop-of-War  into  Patapsco,     145 
Manoeuvres  of  the  same  off  Annapolis,         -     1 99 
Overton,  Isaac,  appointed  Adjutant,      -         .         .     290 
Owings,  Robert,  Recantation  of,  ...     547 

Ozeas,  Peter,  acknowledgment  of  error  by,    -         -     539 
P acker sjield,  N.  H.  List  of  Associators  in,     -         -     898 
Page,  Enoch,  appointed  Major,    -         -         -         -       25 

Page,  John,  Letter  from,   -         -         -         -  •       -  ,  J85 

Page,  Bernard,  examination  of,  ...  1437 

Paine,  Robert  Treat,  Letters  from,       -         -      245,  528 
Palfrey,  William,  appointed  Aid-de-Camp  to  Wash- 
ington,       -         -         -         -         -         -113 

Letter  from,  to  President  of  Congress,  -  1190 

Appointed  Paymaster-General,  -         -  1204,  1691 

Palmer,  Thomas,  Letter  from,      ...      90,  1114 

Appointed  Commissioner,  _         -         .     299 

Palmer,  Elias,  appointed  Ensign,  ...     295 

Paper,  general  scarcity  of,  -         -         -         -    942,  1218 

Manufacture  of,  in  Maryland,     ...  1600 
Paper-Mill,  proposal  for  erecting  a,  in  South-Carolina,     598 
Papers  of  the  old  Government  in  New-Hampshire, 

order  for  delivery  of,      -         -         -         -       30 

Paris,  English  intrigues  at,  -         -         -         -         -     794 

Parishes,  Representatives  from  the  several,  in  South- 
Carolina,     ......     612 

Parke,  John,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  In- 
structions to,         -         -         -         -         -     782 

Suit  against,  suspended,    .         -         -         -  1257 

Parker,  John,  complaint  against,  -         -         -       27 

Report  of  a  Committee  on,         -         -         -       28 

Parker,  Otis,  Muster  and  Paymaster,   -         -         -       29 

Parker,  William,  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury  in 

South-Carolina,    -         -         .         -         .     645 
Parole,  form  of,  ......     740 

Deputy  Indian  Agents',  taken,  .         -         -     820 

Of  Govemour  Brown  and  others,  taken,       -     865 

Voluntary,  of  Governour  Eden,  -         -  1562 

Parrey,  Caleb,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,  -     683 

Rank  of,  setded, 634 

Parsons,  James,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives in  South-Carolina,        -         -         -     617 
Chosen  Member  of  Privy  Council,      -         -     618 


Patapsco,  the  Otter  Sloop-of-War  in  the,  -  -  145 
Vessels  sunk  in  the  channel  of,  ...  1570 
Paton,  John,  appointed  Major,  ....  246 
Patten,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,  -  -  1320 
Patterson,  Robert,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -  -  310 
Patton,  John,  appointed  Major,    ....     683 

Rank  of,  settled, 684 

Elected  in  Congress  Lieutenant-Colonel,      -  1698 
Pawling,  Levi,  Letter  from,         ....     239 
Paxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  superseded,          -     687 
Pay,"  New-Hampshire  advances  to  her  Canada  Re- 
giment,        15 

Of  the  Members  of  New-Hampshire  Assem- 
bly,     15 

Extra,  voted  to  Clerk  of  Assembly,     -         -       19 

Of  sundry  Officers  in  Massachusetts,      1274,  1275 

Paymasters,  appointment  of,  in  New-Hampshire,     -       29 

Appointed  in  North-Carolina,     ...  1327 

Per  centage  allowed  to,  in  lieu  of  pay,  -  1355 

Appointment  of,       -         -         -         -         -  1364 

Pay-Table,  Committee  appointed  to  compose  a,      -     364 

Payne,  Lieutenant  James  William,  Letter  from,      -     990 

Pectick's  Island,  necessity  of  fortifying,  -         .         .     957 

Pierce,  Phincas,  elected  Ensign,  -         -         -         -     127 

Pelham,  N.  H.,  Proceedings  of  the  Committee  of,   -  1080 

Pembroke,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,        -         -     898 

Pendleton,  Edmund,  President  of  Virginia  Council  of 

Safety, 95 

Letter  from, 1109 

Pendleton,  Henry,  Assistant  Judge  in  South-Carolina,     616 
Penhallow,  Samuel,  Register  of  Court  of  Admiralty, 

New-Hampshire,  -----       17 
Penn,  John,  Governour  of  Pennsylvania,  Message 

from, 658 

Suspicion  against,  refuted,  ...  1689 

Pennsylvania,  Address  to  the  People  of,         -        -      96, 

125,  514,  542,  839, 850,  1049 
Rules  and  Articles  for  the  government  of  the 
Forces  of,   -         -         -         -         -         -     705 

Correspondence  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  of,      55, 

745,  795,  1178 

Petition  to  Committee  of  Safety  of,     -         -     464 

Proceedings  of  Committee  of  Safety  of,      717-746 

Meeting  of  the  Assembly  of,      -         -         -     655 

Letter  to  the  Assembly  of,  ...     434 

Adjournment  of  the  Assembly  of,        -         -     716 

Penobscot,  Letter  to  the  Chiefs  of  the  Tribes  of,       -  1304 

Peoples,  William,  Captain  of  Rifles,       ...     679 

Perkins,  Abraham,  appointed  Lieutenant,       -         -       27 

Perkins,  Samuel,  Deposition  of,    -         -         -         -     163 

Perkins,  Dr.  Abijah,  Letter  from,  (Note,)      -         -  1502 
Perry,  Ebenezer,  appointed  Ensign,       -         -         -       27 
Perry,  Caleb,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,  -         -     246 
Pest-House,  appointment  of  Physicians  for  the,         -     742 
Petapanihila,  money  paid  to,        -         -         -         -     656 

Fe<er6oroi<g-A,  iV.  j&.,  list  of  Associators  in,    -        -    899 
Petersburgh,  Fa.,  extract  of  a  Letter  from,    -         -     862 
Petition,  of  New-Hampshire  to  Congress,       -         -       21 
Of  North  Company  to  New-Hampshire  As- 
sembly,      ......      26 

Of  Officers  and  Soldiers  to  New-Hampshire 
Assembly,  ------       29 

Of  citizens  of  Hollis  to  New-Hampshire  As- 
sembly,      .---..      32 
Of  David  Shaddel  to  New- York  Congress,  -       58 
Of  William  Gandell  to  New- York  Congress,     223 
Of  John  Willet  and  others  to  New- York  Con- 
gress, ......     253 

Of  soldiers  of  Captain  Johnson's  Company  to 

New- York  Congress,    ...         -     268 
Of  Militia  Officers  to  the  Albany  Committee,     521 
Of  people  of  Nova-Scolia  to  Washington,     -     523 
Of  Van  Rensselaer  and  Sons  to  Albany  Com- 
mittee,        ......     548 

Of  Field-Officers  of  Berks  to  Pennsylvania 
Assembly,  .....     659 

Of  Buck's  County  Committee  to  Pennsylva- 
nia Assembly,      .....     672 

Of  Cumberiand  Militia  to  Pennsylvania  As- 
sembly,        680 

Of  Albany  Committee  to  Congress,     -        -    979 
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Petitimi — 

Of  inhabitants  of  Piitsfield  to  Massacliusetts 

Council, 1266 

Of  inhabitants  of  New- York  to  tlie  Congress 
tliereof,        ------       38 

Of  City  of  London  to  the  King,  -         -     46-2 

OfOswcllEve, 464 

PAc/^«,  iVooA,  Account  of,  settled,         -         -         -   1688 

Phenix,  Ship-of-War,  permit  to  visit,      -         -      303,  305 

Supply  of  Provisions  for,   -         -         -         -     316 

Philadelphia,  Correspondence  of  the  Committee  of,       38, 

73, 434,  683,  764 

Resolution  of  same  regarding  monopoly,       -       74 

Proceedings  of  same,       -         -85,507,538,828 

County  Committee  of,  Proceedings,     -         -     442 

Civis  to  the  Inhabitants  of,         -         -         -     802 

Guard  ordered  to  the  Jail  of,       -         -         -  1653 

An  Elector  to  the  Electors  of,    -         -1118,1143 

Civis  to  the  Freeholders  of,        .         .         -  1140 

Phillips,  James,  Letter  to,  -         -         -         -         -     795 

Pickering,  Timothy,  his  military  discipline  adopted,  -  1300 

Picket,  David,  advertised  as  an  enemy,  -         -     779 

Pierce,  Ephraim,  appointed  Ensign,      -         -         -     310 

Piermont,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,  -         -    899 

Pierson,  David,  appointed  Captain,       -         -         -     305 

Pilots,  wages  of,  fixed  by  law  in  Pennsylvania,         -     728 

Piper,  John,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,    -         -     246 

Piper,  James,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,  -         -     683 

Rank  of,  settled, 684 

Piscataqua,  Harbour  of,  fortified,  -         -         -         -       20 

Pitt,  John,  agreement  with  for  Pilot-boats,      -         -   1525 

Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Warrant  for  March  meeting  at,  806,  1703 

Instructions  to  the  Committee  sent  to,  -  1088 

Plain  Hints,     -         -        -         -        -        -         -211 

Planter,  to  the  People  of  Virginia,        -       492,  798,  914 
Plater,  George,  Letter  from,         -         -         -        70,  504 
Plum,  Amanahf  gratuity  to,         -         -         -         .  1627 
Point,  Alderton,  situation  of,  considered,         -         -     957 
Politicks,  J.  Adams's  profession  of,        -         -         -     472 
Polk,  Thomas,  elected  Colonel  by  Congress,  -         -  1698 
Poffy,  capture  of  Brigantine,         -         -         .         .     151 
Polly,  capture  of  Sloop,       -         -        -         -        -     ]  63 

Pooplopen,  Letter  to  Commissioners  at,  -         -   1416 

Porfc,  order  for  purchase  of,  -         .         -      361,996 

Price  of,  fixed, 1378 

Port-Henderson,  Ship,  order  for  seizure  of,      -         -     597 

Letters  on  board  delivered  to  claimants,        -     604 

Port,  of  Baltimore,  embargo  on  the,       -         -         .  1506 

Porter,  Colonel  Elisha,  Letter  from,      -         -         .     240 

Portledge,  Regiment  of,  in  New-Hampshire,  -         -       29 

Portma«<er,  appointment  of  a,  in  New- York,  -         -     281 

Report  from  the,      -----     326 

Regulations  for  guidance  of,        -         -         -     354 

Ports,  conditional  opening  of,  by  Congress,     -         -  1450 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Address  of,  to  the  Assembly,    -         7 

Remonstrance  of,  against  a  new  Government,         8 

List  of  Associators  in,       -         -         -         -     899 

Appointment  of  a  Naval  Officer  at,     -         -  1089 

Post,  Anthony,  recommended  as  Captain  of  Artificers,     269 

Estimate  furnished  by,       -         _         .         .     297 

Postage,  made  free  to  Generals  in  service,       -         -  1682 

Post-riders,  despatch  of  facilitated,  in  South-Carolina,     580 

Pottens,  Robert,  Letter  from,        -         -         -         -1210 

Potts,  James,  appointed  Major,     -         -         -         -     246 

Rank  of,  settled, 683 

Potts,  Thomas,  elected  Captain  of  Rifles,         -         -     582 

Potts,  Dr.  Jonathan,  Petition  of,  to  Congress,  -  1118 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  Committee  of,     -         -         -     291 

Powder,  importation  of,       -         -         -         -         -       84 

Arrival  of,  from  France,    -         -         -         -     100 

Large  quantity  of,  at  Albany,     -         -         -     250 

Resolve  concerning,  in  Massachusetts,  -  1307 

Supplies  of,  in  Connecticut,        -         -         -  1624 

Congress  return  loans  of,  -         -         -         -   1632 

Powder-MiUs,  New-Hampshire  orders  erection  of,    30,  33 

Loans  money  to  build,       -         -         .         -     379 

Premium  given  for  building  in  New- York,    -     390 

Order  for  erection  of,  in  South-Carolina,       -     587 

Erection  of,  encouraged  in  Pennsylvania,     -     657 

Money  loaned  for  erecting  in  same,      -         -     717 

Encouragement  of,  in  Massachusetts,  -         -  1265 


Powder-Mills — 

Erection  of,  in  Maiyland,  -         -         -         -  1599 

Erection  of,  in  Connecticut,        -         .         .  1628 
Powder- Vessels,  order  for  security  of  New-Hamp- 
shire, ------       24 

Powell,  William,  permission  to  visit  enemy's  ships 

refused  to,  -         -         -         -         -         -     438 

Application  of  renewed,    -         -         .         -     449 
Powell,  George  Gabriel,  declines  a  Judgeship,         -     616 
Prayer,  omission  of  the,  for  King,  in  Maryland,        -  1598 
Preble,  Jedcdiah,  Letter  to,  -         -         -         -1218 

Prentice,  Nathaniel  Sartel,  sent  to  Cambridge,        -       26 
Prcscrtimen^*  of  the  Grand  Jury  at  Charlestown,      -  1033 
Price,  Henry  Yelverton,  committed  as  a  Tory,        -     718 
Price,  Dr.,  freedom  of  London  granted  to,      -         -     810 
Price,  J.,  Deputy  Commissary-General  of  Provisions,   1653 
Price  and  Haywood,  sundry  Accounts  of,       -         -  1685 
Pnce«  of  sundry  Goods,       -----       34 

Fixed  foi-  articles  of  necessity,  in  Philadelphia,       86 
Regulated  by  the  Newark,  New-Jersey,  Com- 
mittee,         236 

Meeting  at  Philadelphia  to  consider,    -         -     508 
Regulation  of,  in  Georgia,          -         .         .   1138 
Resolve  of  Congress  relating  to,           -         -  1693 
Prince,  Francis,  elected  Captain  of  Rifles,      -         -     582 
Prince  George's,  Md.,  orders  to  Committee  of,        -       95 
Military  appointments  in,        -         .         -  1530, 
1531, 1545,  1547,  1551,  1557 
Delegates  from,  to  Convention,  -         -         -  1579 
Prisoners,  money  voted  for,  in  New-Hampshire,        17,  18 
Escape  of,  from  Lord  Dun  more,          -         -     314 
Application  of,  to  Congress,       -         -         .     452 
Exchange  of,  proposed,     -         -         -         -     467 
Schuyler's  declaration  to,  -         -         -         -     520 
Parole  of,  at  Lancaster,  taken,   -         -         -     718 
Riot  among,  in  Philadelphia  Jail,        -         -     723 
Removal  of,  from  Lancaster,      -         .         ,     725 
President  of  Congress  authorizes  removal  of,      738 
Further  removal  of,           -         -         -         -     74 1 
Publick  notice  to,     -         -         -         -         -     744 
Capture  of,  at  Staten-Island,      -         -         -     824 
Difficulty  of  accommodating,      -         -         -     849 
List  of,  sent  from  North-Carolina  to  Philadel- 
phia,  1006 

Proposed  exchange  of,       -         -         -         -  1021 
List  of,  sent  from  Virginia  to  Maryland,       -  1109 
Petition  from,  in  Worcester  Jail,  Massachu- 
setts,   1116 

Note  relating  to,  in  Connecticut  Council  of 

Safety, 1130,1131 

Removal  of,  to  Fredericktown,  Maryland,    -   1177 
Return  of,  in  Jail  at  New-York,  -  1213,  1446 

Necessity  of  removing  from  North-Carolina, 
explained,  ------  1340 

Estates  of,  in  North-Carolina  taken  care  of,  -  1346 
Names  and  places  of,  in  North-Carolina,       -  1349 
Order  in  New-York  Committee  relating  to,  -   1422 
Order  for  removal  of,  to  Goshen,         -         -  1497 
Resolve  of  Congress  in  relation  to,       -         -1631, 

1662,  1670,  1684 
Allowance  for  keeping,     .         -         -         -  1634 
Order  for  removal  of,         -         -         -         -  1646 

Exchange  of,  -         -         -         -         -         -  1702 

Privateers,  Bounty  to,  in  New-Hampshire,     -         -       27 
Commission  for,        -----     850 

Instructions  to  Commanders  of,  -         -         -  1444 
Powder  for  use  of,  sold  by  Congress,  -         -  1697 
Privy  Council,  election  of,  in  South-Carolina',  -     618 

Prizes,  Agents  for,  appointed  by  Congress,     -         -  1685 
Proclamations,  of  New-Hampshire  Assembly,        31,429 
Of  Washington,  on  taking  possession  of  Bos- 
ton, -------     456 

Of  Washington,  forbidding  intercourse  with 

the  enemy,  -         -         -         -         -         -1126 

By  the  King,  -         -         -         -         -         -     460 

By  the  King  in  Council,  -         -         -         -  1157 

By  the  General  Assembly  of  South-Carolina,     617 
By  the  President  and  Commander-in-Chief 
of  Georgia,  -         -         -         -         -1138 

By  Major-General  Clinton,        -         -         -  1193 
Prosper,  Commander  of  Ship-of-War,  elected,         -    647 
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Protest,  in  New-Hampshire  Assembly,  against  a  new 
Government,         -         -         -         .         _ 
Of  tlie  Master  of  Sloop  Neptune, 
Of  the  Master  of  Sloop  Joseph, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Town-meeting  at,     - 
Provincetown,  Mass.,  Petition  from  Selectmen  of,    - 
Provincial,  Pennsylvania  Ship,  Pay  of  Officers  of,  - 
Provisions,  Petition   for  exportation  of,  rejected  in 
New-Vork, 

Supplies  of,  to  enemy's  ships-of-war,  270,  281,  380 

State  of  Ministerial,  at  Boston,  -         -         -     460 

Return  of,  showing  number  of  the  enemy,    -     489 

Provoost,  Eve,  Letter  from,  ....  1236 

Provost  Marshal,  complaint  of  the  New- York  Jailor 

against, 1463 
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Report  of  a  Committee  on  case  of, 

Resolutions  of  censure  passed  against, 

Is  reprimanded  by  the  Convention, 

Putnam,  Israel,  Major-General,    .         -         - 

Washington's  orders  to,     - 

Assumes  command  at  New-York, 
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General  Wooster,     -         -         -       416,  417,  868 
James  Deane,  .....     768 

Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland,  -         -         -         -     772 

•       General  Arnold,       -         -         -         -1098,1155 

Resolve  of  Congress  relating  to,  -         -  1633 

Sundry  supplies  ordered  for,       .         -         -  1687 
Schuyler,  Peter  P.,  nomination  of,  as  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,      -         -         -         -         -         -     317 

Schuyler,  Schooner,  order  for  cruise  of,  -         -         -     360 
Scotch,  complaint  of  the,  to  Congress,    -         -         -     495 
Scott,  Henry,  and  others.  Letter  from,   -         -         -     83T 
Scott,  Doctor  Daniel,  Deposition  of,      -         -         -     952 
Scott,  Charles,  elected  by  Congress  a  Colonel,         -  1698 
Scudder,  William,  Letter  from,      .         -         -         -     955 
Sea-coast  men.  Companies  of,  in  Massachusetts,       -  1290 
Seamen,  inlistment  of,  encouraged,         ...  1299 
Bounty  for  imjwrtation  of,  ...  1681 

Sears,  Isaac,  Correspondence  of,  -         75,  105,  511, 1175 
Secord,  John,  orders  relating  to,    -         -         -         -  1678 

Secrecy,  injunctions  of,  in  New- York  Congress,     299,  308 
Mutual  pledge  of,  in  North-Carolina  Congress,  1328 
Secret  Correspondence,  Letter  from  Committee  of,  to 

Silas  Deane,         .....       48 

Sedition,  prevention  of  discussed  in  South-Carolina,  629, 633 
Act  to  prevent  in  same,    -        -        -        -     652 


&eA:  Trw^A,  Essay  of,  .         .         -         -         .  iQll 

Seely,  Sylvanus,  appointed  Captain,       ...     449 
&temcn,  Boston,  Address  of  the,         ...     753 
Sergeajit,  Jonathan,  Letter  to,      -         -         -         -     190 

Sergeant,  John,  appointed  Captain,       -         -         -     310 
Shaddel,  David,  Petitions  of,        -         -         -        58, 379 
Shade,  Henry,  Captain  of  Rifles,  -         -         -     679 

Shannon,  Mary,  widow  of  a  Bunker-Hill  soldier,      -       27 
Shannon,  John,  appointment  of,  taken  away,  -         -     687 
Sharpless,  Benjamin,  declared  an  enemy,        -         -     508 
Shaw,  Nathaniel,  property  of,  captured,         -         -     160 
Shaw,  Nathaniel,  Jun.,  Letters  from,     -         -  1105,  1176 
Shaw's  Neck,  diagram  of  fortification  upon,     -         -     822 
Shea,  Colonel,  loan  of  Firelocks  to,       -         -         -     717 
Shannon,  Philip,  heUev  imm,      -         -         -         .1183 
Sheed,  George,  Register  of  Conveyances,  South-Ca- 
rolina,        ......    617 

Sheep,  Resolve  concerning  the  killing  of,  in  South- 
Carolina,     ...-.-    617 
Breeding  of,  encouraged,  ...         -  1457 
Shepardson,  Stephen,  appointed  Captain,       -         -     310 
Sherburne,  Captain  Samuel,  to  rank  as  Colonel,       -       33 
Sheriffs,  list  of,  elected  in  South-Carolina,      -         -     620 
Sherman,  Roger,  hetier  to,  -         -         -         .1174 

Shew,  Godfrey,  testimony  of,         ....     770 

Shippen,  Joseph,  Secretary  of  Pennsylvania,  -     667 

Shippen,  William,  Captain  of  Privateer,         -         -   1648 
Ships,  intercourse  with  enemy's,  stopped,        -         -     967 
Further  supplies  to  forbidden  by  Washington,  1453 
See  also  pages  -         -         -       281, 326, 353 

iSAo^,  number  of  fired  into  Boston,  -         -         -     115 

Shrewsbury,  Powder  sold  by  Congress  for  defence 

of,     -        - 1644 

ShvMham,  Vice- Admiral,  advices  from,  -         -  1082 

Shultz,  Abraham,  appointed  Ensign,     -         -         .     308 

Sickles,  Ethan,  examination  of,     -         -         -         -  1436 

Signals,  designation  of,  by  Putnam  and  others,        -     110 

Erection  of,  in  the  Potomack  River,    -         -     141 

Alarm,  Committee  appointed  to  fire,   -         -     722 

Report  of,  to  Washington,  ...  1473 

Signers,  list  of,  to  New- Hampshire  Declaration,       -     873 

SUliman,  Colonel  Gold  Selleck,  arrest  of  his  Officers,  1625 

Sim,  Colonel  Joseph,  Letter  from,         ...     209 

Letter  to, 1188 

Sim,  Patrick,  appointed  Captain,  ...  1524 

Simmons,  Captain  Abraham,  Muster-RoU  of,  -     143 

Simon,  Peter,  Deposition  of,         -         -         -         -     140 

Petition  of,  to  Congress,  -         -         -         -   1163 

Sinclair,  Patrick,  applies  for  leave  to  go  to  Europe,     102 

Letter  in  relation  to,         -         -         -         -     352 

Is  permitted  by  Congress  to  go,  -         -   1393 

Sisterhood,  charity  of  the  Bethlehem,    ...     744 

Siigreaves,  William,  confession  of,         -         -         -     539 

Sta;  iVaiioTW,  Schuyler's  Message  to  the,  -         -     771 

Kiosola's  report  of  the,      -         -         -         -     815 

James  Deane's  account  of  the,  -         -         -  1100 

SkiU,  Act  to  encourage  Military,  in  Connecticut,    -  1606 

Skirving,  William,  Commissioner  for  signing  Money 

Bills, 586 

Slason,  Henry,  appointed  Captain,        ...     325 

Slason,  Ebenezer,  promotion  of,    -         -         -         -     300 

Slaves,  importation  of,  prohibited  by  Congress,         -  1660 

Slough,  Matthias,  Agent  for  the  Pennsylvania  Troops,     714 

Small-Pox,  general  orders  concerning  the,       -         -     550 

Inoculation  for,  forbidden,  ...     557 

Resolve  of  Massachusetts  relating  to,  -  1246 

Order  in  New- York  relative  to,  -         -  1433 

SmaUwood,  Colonel  M'illiam,  Orders  to,         -        95,  930 

Correspondence  of,  ...    969,1173 

Smedley,  Samuel,  Lieutenant  of  Marines,        -         -       80 

Second  Lieutenant  of  Brig  Defence,  -     833 

Smith,  John,  Petition  of,  to  Congress,  -         -     236 

Smith,  Melancton,  appointed  Captain,  -         -         -    302 

Smith,  Joseph,  application  of,  for  service,        -         -     353 

Smith,  Wilhelmus,  appointed  Lieutenant,        -         -    368 

Smith,  Josiah,  Letter  from,  -         -         -         .     535 

Appointed  Colonel,  ....     290 

Appointed  Engineer,     -    -         -         -         -     326 

Smith,  Nathaniel,  Letter  from,     -         -         -         -     54 1 

Smith,  Charles,  complaint  of,        -         -         -         -     751 

Smith,  Timothy,  elected  Lieutenant,      ...     127 
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Smith,  Benjamin,  Letter  fi-om,      ...         -  176 
ApiJoiiited  Commissioner  for  signing  Money 

Bills,          -         -        -         -         -         -  586 

Smith,  Colonel  Jonathan,  suspicions  excited  against,  808 

Smith,  Thomas,  Letter  from,         .         -         -         .  826 
Smith,  Captain  Samuel,  hattets  from,    -         -    827,1161 

His  Narrative  to  Marj'land  Council  of  Safety,  1065 

Purviance's  Instructions  to,         -         -         -  1520 

Smith,  Dr.,  reputed  author  of  Cato,     -         -         -  1111 

Smith,  David,  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel,           -  1354 
Smith,  James,  Captain  of  the  Armed  Vessel  General 

Schuyler,    ------  1450 

Smith,  Henry,  (a  deserter,)  examination  of,     -         -  1473 
Smyth,  John,  (a  prisoner,)  Letters  from,          -    236,  1120 
Smyth,  Ttiomas,  Letters  to,           -         -     920,  931,  1059 

Snow,  depth  of,  in  Canada,           ...         -  805 

Snowden,  Thomas,  recommendation  of,  -         -         -  82 
Snow-shoes,  order  in  New-Hampshire  to  procure  for 

Troops,       ------  14 

Snyder,  Christopher,  appointed  Lieutenant,    -         -  368 

(Snyrfer,  JoAan/ies,  Letter  from,     -         -         -         -  1164 

Society-Land,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,  -         -  907 
Soldiers,  arrest  of,  discountenanced,       -         -         -  670 
Pennsylvania,  passes  Resolve  against  impri- 
sonment of,          -         -         -         -         -  691 

Riotous  conduct  of,   rebuked  by  Washing- 
ton,     1150 

Inlislment  of,  for  sea-service  prohibited  by 

North-Carolina,             -         -         -         -  1322 

Somers,  Address  of,  to  the  publick,        -         -         -  121 

SoTtierset  County,  Md.,  Militia  appointments  for,  1538, 

1558,  1572,  1577 
Delegates  from,  to  Convention,           -         -  1579 
Somerville,  Alexander,  Letter  from,       -         -         -  430 
Southard,  Benjamin,  appointed  Ensign,         -         -  448 
iSbufA- CaroKna,  Second  Session  of  Congress  of,      -  561 
Rules  of,  prescribed,         -         -         .      562-565 
Members  returned  to  serve  in,    -         -         -  566 
Delegates  from,  to  Continental  Congress,     -  573 
Military  Officers  elected  by,       -         -         -  580 
Proceedings  in,  on  form  of  Government,   569-607 
General  Assembly  of,        -         -         -         -  612 
Resolve  not  to  receive  British  Commissioners,  636 
Adjournment  of  General  Assembly  of,           -  652 
Credentials  of  Delegates  from,           -         -  1687 
Southern  Department,  Report  on  the  state  of  the,  1651 
Speakman,  Townsend,  declared  an  enemy,     -         -  828 
Speech,  by  order  of  Congress,  to  Captain  White-Eyes,  1664 
Of  the  President  of  South-Carolina  to  the 
General  Assembly,        -         -         .         .  650 
Spencer,  Brigadier-General,  complaints  of  his  Offi- 
cers to, 1073 

Spinning,  claim  for  introducing  a  Machine  in  Penn- 
sylvania,    -        -         -         -         -         -  713 

Spotswood,  Alexander,  elected   by  Congress  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel,   -----  1698 

&>rogk,  Ludowick,  Mustermaster  of  Pennsylvania,  688 
i§>y,  order  to  Captain  of  Schooner,        -         -         _  1130 
Squire,  Gideon,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -         -         -  286 
Squire,  Joseph,  Lieutenant  of  Marines,           -         -  833 
Stadler,  John,  ap|X)inted  Engineer  by  Congress,     -  1654 
Staynford,  Conn.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,       -  779 
Standard,  presentation  of,  to  South-Carolina  Con- 
gress,        ------  568 

Standley,  Valentine,  ofTei-s  his  services,           -         -  746 

Stanton,  Theophilus,  Captain  of  row-Galley,           -  81 

Stath,  Colonel,  and  others.  Letter  from,          -         -  51 

Representation  from  his  Officers  to,           -  765 

Staunton,  Theodore,  Letter  from,          ...  928 

Steele,  William,  declared  an  enemy,      -         -         .  749 

Sieinrod,  Captain  Cornelius,  Letter  from,  (Note,)  1471 
Stephenson,    Captain  John,   elected    Messenger   to 

South-Carolina  Assembly,  -  -  -  629 
Declines  accepting,  -  .  -  .  632 
Stephenson,  Captain  Hugh,  Report  from,  -  -  820 
iSSf««e?w,  Ebenezer,  marching  orders  to,  -  -  536 
Stevemon,  John,  IjCtter  from,  -  -  -  40,  836 
Stevenson,  Captain  Hugh,  promotion  of,  recom- 
mended,       206 

Steward,  John,  Letter  from,         -         -         _         .  470 

Stewart,  Lazarus,  elected  Captain,       -        -        -  127 


Stickney,  Jonathan,  Jun.,  evidences  agn'inst,     -         -     951 

Commitment  of,  to  Prison,         ...   1282 

Stillson,  WiJliam,  appointed  Ensign,     -         -         -       27 

Stirling,  Lord,  appointed  Brigadier-General,  -       37 

Correspondence  of,  tvith — 

President  of  Congress,    51,  131,  175,202,217, 

232,  233,  247,  403,  414,  443 

Samuel  Tucker,      -         -  55,  132,  133,  146 

Robert  Ogden,        -         -         .         _         .       56 

Colonel  Ward, 131 

General  Schuyler,   -         174,  250,  436,  519,  533 

Abraham  Yates, 137 

General  Washington,        -         -         -     183, 237, 
418,481,437,518,750 
New-Jersey  Committee  of  Safety,       -     202,  237, 
246,  397,  401,  402,  475 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Allen,  ...     218 

Governour  Trumbull,  -  -  221,398,454 
Captain  Warner,  -  ...  -  222 
Colonel  Dayton,  -         -       216,  237,  476 

New-York  Congress,  -  288,  289,  403,  1439 
Lewis  Ogden,  -         .         .         .         .     215 

Stephen  Crane,  -----  216 
William  Burnett,      -         -         .  -      246,  533 

Alexander  McDougall,  ...  -  248 
Stephen  Moylan,  ....  -  374 
Elias  Boudinot,       ....      396,  401 

Major  De  Hart, 404 

John  Witherspoon,  -         -         -         -     414 

Alexander  Carmichael,  -  .  -  -  397 
Colonels  Ford  and  Cooke,  .  -  -  448 
General  William  Thom])son,  ...  475 
General  William  Livingston,      -         -         -     476 

Dr.  Franklin, 518 

Assumes  command  at  New- York,  -  -  348 
Committee  of  New- York  Congress  appointed 

to  confer  with,       -         -         .         -      348,  375 

His  regulations  for  defence  of  New- York,     -     355 

Stockbridge,  Mass.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,  -     807 

Stone,  Thomas,  Letter  from,         -         -         -         -  1047 

Stonington,  Conn.,  damages  done  at,     -         -         -     160 

Stores,  Inventory  of,  left  at  Boston  by  tlie  enemy,  -     488 

Return  of  Provincial,  (New- York,)    -         -     999 

Importation  of,  into  Dartmoutli,  -         -  1285 

Order  for  purchase  of  Artillery,  -         -  1 387 

Storm,  Major,  resignation  of,         -         -         -         -     300 

Stowel,  David,  appointed  Lieutenant,    -         -         -     310 

Stratford,  Conn.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,       -     405 

Powder-Mill  erected  at,    -         -         -         -  1628 

Strathan,  JV.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,  -         -     907 

iSraymffliter,  appointment  of  a,  in  North-Carolina,  -  1366 

Strieker,  George,  Correspondence  of,    -         -        54,  145 

Stuart,  Adam,  suspicions  against,  -         -         -       10 

Tried  and  found  guilty  by  New-Hampshire 

Association,  -         -         -         -         -       16 

Stu^art,  John,  Lady  and  Daughter  of,  proceedings  of 

South-Carolina  Congress  relating  to,         -    562, 

574, 586, 635 
Suhaltems,  List  of,  appointed  in  Pennsylvania,  686,  687 
Suffolk  County,  N.  Y.,  Letter  from  the  Committee 

of, 385,  1412 

Sugar-House,  Cuyler's,  used  as  a  Powder-Magazine,    1424 
Sugars,  invoice  of,  captured,         -         -         -         -     157 
Sidlivan,  John,  Correspondence  of,       1 10,  225,  482,  758 
Ordered  to  New- York,      -         -         -         -     522 
Complaints  of  his  Colonels  to,    -         -         -  1073 
SuUivan,  James,  Accounts  of,  examined,         -         -   1218 
Sulphur,  discovery  of  native,  on  the  Susquehannah,    1067 
Manufacture  of,  recommended  in  Massachu- 
setts,   1242 

Found  in  North-Carolina,  -        -         -  1352 

Resolve  of  Connecticut  to  manufacture,        -   1624 

Sumner,  Jethro,  elected  Colonel  by  Congress,  -  1698 

Sumpter,  Thomas,  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Rifles,      -     584 

iSurg-eoTW,  general  meeting  of,  ordered,  -         -         -     113 

Report  of  their  Returns,  -         -         -         -     115 

Examination  of,       -         -         -         -         -     1 1 5 

Surry,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,     -         -         -     908 
Su^ipected,  Resolve  relating  to  persons  in  North-Ca- 
rolina,        ------  136.3 

Sutlers,  regulation  concerning,      -         -  -     709 
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SwttUow,  Post-Office  at  New-York  applies  for  per- 
mission to  board  the  Packet,  -         -         -     216 
Swart,  Evert  Wynkoop,  appointed  Captain,    -         -     308 
Swartwout,  Jacobus,  Letters  from,         -         -      58,  1213 
Return  of  iiis  Regiment,  -         -         -         -     288 
Advance  of  money  to,       -         -         -         -     309 
Talbot  County,  Md.,  Correspondence  of  Committee 

of,     -        -        -        -         70,185,396,747 
Militia  appointments  for,  -           1573,1575,1576 
Talcott,  Matthew,  losses  of,  by  capture,          -         -     151 
TaZ/arei,  i/i«§-A,  Proceedings  against,  in  Pelham,      -  1084 
Tappen,  John,  appointed  Ensign,          ...     286 
Targer,  John,  Overseer  and  Wagonmaster,    -         -     300 
Tartar,  capture  of  Schooner,         -         -         -         -     1 63 
Tavern,  no  Company  or  Battalion  to  meet  at  a,       -     698 
General  Washiftgton's  desire  to  suppress  in 
New- York,          .         -         -         .         .  1446 
Taa;,  levy  of  a,  in  Pennsylvania,            -         -         -     716 
Levy  of  a,  in  Connecticut,          .         _         .  1616 
Taylor,  Robert,  Letter  from,         -         -         -         -       82 
Taylor,  Samuel,  elected  Captain  of  Rifles,      -         -     585 
Taylor,  John,  appointed  by  Congress  Judge  Advo- 
cate for  Virginia,            ■         .         .         .  1697 
Taylor,  William,  elected  by  Congress  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,     1698 

Tea,  Regulations  for  the  sale  of,  -         -         -         -  1 1 28 
Discontents  at  the  price  of,         -         -         -  1175 
Importation  of,  seized  at  Barnstable,   -         -  1272 
Resolves  of  Congress  relating  to,         -         -  1666 
Report  of  a  Committee  on  the  sale  of,         -  1675 
Price  of,  limited  by  Congress,    -         -         -  1 677 
Temple,  N.  H.,  List  of  Associators  in,  -         -         -     909 
Temple,  Mr.,  rumors  concerning,            -         .         -     409 
Templeton,  Oliver,  Permit  to,       -         -         -         -     384 
Teneyck,  Jacob,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -         -         -     284 
Tents,  order  for  the  purchase  of,             ...     7;J8 
Terry,  Jeremiah,  appointed  Lieutenant,          -         -     257 
Vest,  required  from  sundry  iniiabitants  in  New- York,    370 
Required  from  sundry  inhabitants  in  North- 
Carolina,    ...-.-  1346 
No  exaction  of,  to  be  made  by  M  ilitary  Officers,  1636 
Testimony,  relating  to  New- York  Indians,       -         -     770 
Thackston,  James,  elected  in  Congress  Lieutenant- 
Colonel,      1698 

Thanks,  Vote  of,  to  certain  Officers  and  Soldiers  in 

North-Carolina,   -----       67 
Vote  of,  to  Colonel  James  Moore,       -         -       68 
Of  General  Washington  to  the  Militia  of  Bos- 
ton,     114 

Of  South-Carolina  to  Messrs.  Middleton  and 
Rutledge,   ------     566 

Given  to  the  Georgia  Committee  of  Safety,       587 
Given  to  sundry  Officers  of  South-Carolina,      607 
Of  Congress  to  General  Washington,  -         -     763 
Of  North-Carolina  to  Brig.  General  Howe,  -  1340 
Of  North-Carolina  to  Samuel  Johnston,        -  1368 
Of  New-York  Congress  to  Colonel  Nicoll,  -  1493 
Of  Baltimore  Committee  to  Captain  Nichol- 
son, -         -         -         -         -         -         -1511 

Of  Maryland  Council  of  Safety  to  Captain 

Nicholson, 1545 

Of  Congress  to  General  Washington,  -  1651 

Thomas,  Brigadier-General  John,  promotion  of,      -       83 
General  Washington's  opinion  of,         -         -     105 
Correspondence  of,  -        84,  813,  822,  945,  1104 
Thompson,  Joseph,  appointed  Lieutenant,       -         -       76 
Promotion  of,  .....       80 

Thompson,  William,  appbinted  Brigadier-General,  -       83 
Arrival  of,  at  New- York,  ...     437 

Correspondence  of,  -         -        43,  475,  547, 

788,  871,  1096,  1113,  1213,  1418 
Thompson,  Ebenezer,  Clerk  of  New-Hampshire  As- 
sembly,      ......         3 

Made  Secretary  of  the  Colony,  -         -         3 

Extra  pay  voted  to,  -         -         -         -       20 

Thompson,  Jack,  Letter  from,      -         -         -         -     91.3 

Thomjison,  Richard,  Supervisor  of  Saltpetre  Works,     157 1 
Thornton,  Matthew,  Speaker  of  New-Hampshire  As- 
sembly,      ......         3 

Elected  Counsellor,  -         ...         3 

Appointed  Second  Justice  of  Superior  Court,         5 


Thurston,  Richard,  Letter  from,  -  -  .  -  95O 
Tiberius,  Address  of,  to  Cato,  -  -  -  .  210 
Cato's  reply  to,  -  -  -  -  -  446 
Tilghman,  Matthe^v,ltJeUeT  from,  -  ...  244 
Tillard,  Captain  Edward,  Muster-Roil  of,  -  -  14-3 
Tillard,  Thomas,  Letter  from,  -  -  -  -  40O 
Appointed  a  Major,  -  -  -  -  .  1525 
Tillman,  John,  appointed  a  Major,  -  -  -  1359 
Timothy,  Peter,  Clerk  to  House  of  Representatives 

in  South-Carolina,  -  -  -  -  617 
Tittis,  Isaac,  appointed  Ensign,  -  -  -  .  290 
Tobacco,  permission  to  export,  from  Maryland,  -  1532 
Topping,  Edward,  appointed  Ensign,  ...  .305 
Tones,  defeat  of,  in  North-Carolina,      -         -  61-62 

General  Lee's  account  of,  ...       75 

Colonel  Sears's  Report  concerning,  -  -  105 
Arms  taken  from,  -  .  -  -  .  274 
Test  required  of,  -  -  -  -  -  370 
Consternation  among,  at  Boston,  -         -     423 

Capture  of,  by  Commodore  Manly,     -         -     813 
Return  of  property  belonging  to,  in  North- 
Carolina,     -....-  1317 
Applications  of  sundry,  to  New- York  Con- 
gress, ....--  1451 
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President  of  Congress,      -        46,  233,  773,  1 105 
Governour  Huntington,      -         -         -         -       91 
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Indulgence  of  New-York  Congress  towards,     256 
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Vail,  Edward,  conduct  of,  justified  in  North-Carolina,  1335 
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A  Planter  to  the  Inhabitants  of,         492,  798,  914 

Queries  to  the  Freeholders  of,    -         -         -  918 
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Ward,  General  Artemas,  desire  of,  to  resign,  -         -  486 
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His  Correspondence  with — 
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General  Washington,         ....  872, 
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Resignation  of.  as  Paymaster,     -         -         -  551 
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Warren,  Officers  of  the  Armed  Boat,    -         -         -  717 
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His  Correspondence  with — 
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Washington,  General,  his  Correspondence  with — 
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Meshech  Weare,      -         -         -         -      196,  224 
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968,  997,  1052,  1074,  1094,  1147, 

1451,  1454,  1466,  1472,  1477  1438 

Governour  Cooke,   -----    399, 

407, 417,  457,  467,  522, 755,  791,  1044,  1214 
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Josiah  Quincy,         -        -     455,  481,  498,  1072 

Baron  de  Woedtke, 474 

General  Ward,  858,  872,  977,  1115,  1123,  1183 
Doctor  Stephen  Brown,  -  .  -  .  1106 
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Philip  Van  Rensselaer,     -         .         -         -   1213 
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Recommended  by  Governour  Trumbull,  -  1 133 
Waterbury,  Daniel,  appointed  Lieutenant,  -  -  325 
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Ways  and  Means,  Committee  of,  appointed,   -         -  1637 
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General, 1680 

Webster,  Alexander,  appointed  Major,  -         -         -     286 
Weeks,  James,  appointed  Captain,         ...     308 
Weeks,  Gilbert,  appointed  Ensign,  -         .         .     349 
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Weems,  Captain  Richard,  Company  muster  of,        -     143 
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Wesenthall,  Dr.  C.  F.,   appointed   Battalion   Sur- 
geon, ------  1540 
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Wentworth,  Governour,  New-Hampshire,  abdicates,  1 
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Westmoreland,  Penn.,  Letter  from  Inhabitants  of,  -  127 
Westmoreland,  Va.,  Proceedings  of  Committee  of,  -  504 
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Whig,  an  Independent,  on  the  Compact,  -  -  973 
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Letters  from,  -         .  -         -        43, 865 

Whipple,  Captain  Abraham,  hetter  from,  -  -  1156 
White,  John,  appointed  Major,     -         -         .         -  1320 

Confirmed  by  election  of  Congress,     -         -  1698 
White,  Philips,  Speaker  of  New-Hampshire  Assem- 

bly,  -------         3 

Chosen  Member  of  Committee  of  Safety,     -       10 
White-Eyes,  Captain,  application  from,  to  Congress,  1654 

Donation  granted  to,         -         -         -         -  1664 
Whiting,  row-Galley,  -         -         -         -         -       81 

Officers  appointed  to,        -         -         -         -     755 
Whitney,  Josiah,  Commander  of  the  Fortifications  at 

Boston, 1288 

Wickes,  Thomas,  information  from,  -  -  -  821 
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Arrest  of,        -----         -     185 
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WiUiams,  Thomas,  recommended, 
Williams,  Rev.  Doctor,  death  of, 
Williams,  Ennion,  appointed  Major, 

Rank  of,  settled,  -  -  -  - 
Williams,  Doctor  John,  appointed  Colonel,  - 
Williams,  William,  appointed  Colonel,  - 

Chosen  Member  of  Connecticut  Council 
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